
New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Jyoti, who was
born in a slum and
grew up at a shelter
home in Delhi, was

determined to have a ca-
reer that would earn her
respect in the society. She
now teaches underprivi-
leged children.

Even though her family
was not supportive of her
plan to complete her edu-
cation, Jyoti's confidence
did not get knocked off.

"I was born in a slum
and grew up in shelter
homes. My family was not
supportive of my decision
to study because several
girls from shelter homes
never complete their edu-
cation and wilfully get

married at an early age,"
Jyoti said. Jyoti, who
worked as a ragpicker in
her childhood, came to
know about an NGO that
offers open schooling in
2009. "I used to do ragpick-
ing like other children in
the slums but in 2009, I
came to know about this
NGO called 'Chetna',
which offered open school-
ing. I started taking class-
es there and completed my
studies," she said.

Jyoti said she used to
make excuses at home to
attend the classes at the
NGO. "I had to make ex-
cuses and sneak out of the
shelter home, only to com-
plete my education. I have
been very dedicated to-
wards my studies and hav-

ing a career, because I
want a better financial sit-
uation for my family," she
said. After finishing her
studies, Jyoti started work-
ing as a teacher at the
NGO in 2021 and is cur-
rently part of a project
called "Nanhe Parindey".

"The NGO offered me a
teacher's job in 2021. I
thought it would be an in-
spiration for other slum
children to take classes
there. I am a part of this
new project called 'Nanhe
Parindey' where I teach at
least 15 to 20 children at a
time," she said.

Jyoti also helped several
children from slums and
shelter homes to take ad-
mission in the open
school. "I have got several

children from slums and
shelter homes admitted to
the open school. I always
encourage the children at
such places, saying if I can
do it, even they can. I have
always been very ambi-
tious. Not only did I want
to work, but I also wanted
a job that will earn me re-
spect in the society," she
said. Jyoti said earlier,
children from slums used
to face difficulties getting
admission in government
schools. "In 2009, several
children, including me,
faced difficulties to get ad-
mitted to a government
school. There were many
such schools that refused
to admit us just because
we came from slums," she
said.

Tusker dead
RRaaiiggaarrhh:: An elephant was
found dead in a forest in
Raigarh district, an official
said on Saturday. The car-
cass was found near
Khentabahari village under
Chhal range on Friday
evening and post mortem
was underway to find the
cause of death, said
Abhishek Jogawat, Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) of
Dharamjaigarh division.

Special cover
LLuucckknnooww:: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Friday
released a set of 14 spe-
cial postal covers on the
route Lord Ram took to
his exile. The special
cover has all the 14
places related to the 'Shri
Ram Van Gaman Path' in
the state, the postal
department said in a
statement.

MoU 
CChheennnnaaii:: Drones-manu-
facturer Garuda
Aerospace has signed a
memorandum of under-
standing with the
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) to
offer training in disaster
management on the use
of quadcopter, the com-
pany said on Saturday.
With the signing of the
agreement, the Chennai-
based drone-maker would
deploy the quadcopter
named 'Droni' for surveil-
lance, monitoring move-
ments and supporting dis-
aster management.

Inducted 
TThhaannee:: At least 200 peo-
ple from North Indian
communities joined the
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) at a function
in Kalyan city of
Maharashtra's Thane dis-
trict on Saturday. The
function organised by
Kalyan Rural Assembly
constituency President
Vinod Patil to induct
members of North Indian
community from Sagaon
Chera Nagar.

BRIEF

Bollywood actress Aditi Rao Hydari
presents a creation by designer

Gaurang during the Lakme Fashion
Week, in Mumbai, Satuday. 
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New Delhi, Oct 15: 

India ranked 107 out of
121 countries in the Global
Hunger Index 2022 with its
child wasting rate at 19.3
per cent, being the highest
in the world.

The Global Hunger
Index (GHI) is a tool for
comprehensively measur-
ing and tracking hunger at
global, regional, and na-
tional levels.

Advertisement
With a score of 29.1, the

level of hunger in India
has been labelled "seri-
ous".

In Asia, Afghanistan
with a rank of 109 is the
only country behind India.

Neighbouring countries
-- Pakistan (99),
Bangladesh (84), Nepal (81)

and Sri Lanka (64) -- have
all fared better than India.

In 2021, India ranked 101
out of 116 countries while
in 2020 the country was
placed at 94th position.

South Asia, the region
with the world's highest
hunger level, has the high-
est child stunting rate and
by far the highest child
wasting rate in the world,
the report said.

"India's child wasting
rate, at 19.3 per cent, is the
highest of any country in
the world and drives up
the region's average owing
to India's large popula-
tion," it said.

India, Pakistan, and
Afghanistan each have
child stunting rates be-
tween 35 and 38 per cent,
with Afghanistan's rate

being the highest in the re-
gion. Undernourishment
prevalence rose in India
from 14.6 per cent in 2018-
2020 to 16.3 per cent in
2019-2021. This translates
into 224.3 million people in
India being undernour-
ished out of the total 828
million people globally.

Child wasting which is a
strong predictor of mor-
tality among children
under five years of age
also worsened from 15.1
per cent in 2012-16 to 19.3
per cent in 2017-21.

India, however, noted
improvement in two pa-
rameters of child stunting
from 38.7 per cent in 2012-
16 to 35.5 per cent in 2017-
21 and child mortality
from 4.6 per cent in 2014 to
3.3 per cent in 2020.

Srinagar, Oct 15 (PTI): 

A Kashmiri Pandit was
shot dead allegedly by
militants in the Shopian
district of Jammu and
Kashmir on Saturday, offi-
cials said.

Deputy Inspector
General of Police Sujit
Kumar said the Kashmir
Freedom Fighter (KFF)
group, the proxy name of
a militant outfit, has
claimed responsibility for
the attack. Puran Krishan
Bhat was attacked near
his residence in the
Chowdhary Gund area of
the south Kashmir dis-
trict. He was rushed to
Shopian hospital where
doctors declared him
dead, they said. Officials
said the area has been cor-
doned off and a hunt has
been launched to nab the
assailants. "Terrorists
fired upon a civilian (mi-
nority) Puran Krishan

Bhat while he was on his
way to an orchard in
Chowdari Gund, Shopian.
He was immediately shift-
ed to a hospital for treat-
ment where he suc-
cumbed. Area cordoned
off. Search in progress,"
the Kashmir Zone Police
wrote on Twitter.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed a charge
sheet against former Dewan
Housing Finance Ltd (DHFL)
CMD Kapil Wadhawan and 74
others in connection with a Rs
34,000-crore bank fraud case,
officials said on Saturday.
In its charge sheet, filed before
a Special CBI court here, the
agency has also named then
director Dheeraj Wadhawan and
former CEO Harshil Mehta as
accused in the mega-scam
case, officials said. The agency
had registered the case in June
in DHFL bank fraud matter for
allegedly defrauding a consor-
tium of 17 banks to the tune of
Rs 34,000 crore, making it the
biggest banking loan fraud of
the country, they said.
In the charge sheet, the agency
has listed 18 individuals and 57
companies through which funds
were diverted, they alleged.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
stopped the coronation of
S w a m i
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati as the new
Shankaracharya of the
Jyotish Peeth in
Uttarakhand.

A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and B V
Nagarathna passed the
order after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta in-
formed the bench that the

Shankaracharya of
Govardhan Math in Puri
has filed an affidavit that
the appointment of
Avimukteshwaranand as
the new Shankaracharya
of the Jyotish Peeth has
not been endorsed.

"This application is al-
lowed in terms of prayer
clause," the bench said.

The top court was hear-
ing an application alleging
that Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati falsely claimed
to have been appointed as
a successor
Shankaracharya of
Jyotish Peeth by the de-

ceased Shankaracharya
Swami Swaroopanand
Saraswati.

The matter is pending
before the top court from
2020.

The plea said there is a
deliberate attempt to en-
sure that the proceedings
before this court become
infructuous and a person
who is not qualified and is
ineligible, unauthorisedly
assumes the office.

"Such attempts need to
be prevented by an inter-
im order of the court and
hence this application
may be admitted and al-
lowed.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday called upon the
industry, academic and re-
search organisations to
work seamlessly with
greater integration to ad-
dress India's energy needs
and foster circular econo-
my for sustainable devel-
opment.

He also highlighted the
need to use scientific ap-
proach and technology
such as artificial intelli-
gence in various fields
ranging from traditional
knowledge to mapping stu-

dents to their interest,
skill sets and competen-
cies to make them better
suited to meet the de-
mands of future India and
the world.

Prime Minister Modi,
who is President of the
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research
(CSIR), made the com-
ments at the meeting of
CSIR Society here on
Saturday.

Modi asked the scientif-
ic community to move to-
wards Vision 2047 with the
aim of India being a global
leader, according to an offi-
cial statement.
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Y Born in Delhi slum, woman help children

from shelter homes finish their studies

GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX

India ranks 107 out of 121 nations

India's ranking at 107 in the
Global Hunger Index is part of a
consistent effort to taint the
country's image as "a nation that
does not fulfil the food security
and nutritional requirements of
its population", the Centre said
on Saturday and added the index
suffers from serious method-
ological issues and is "erroneous
measure of hunger". The Women
and Child Development Ministry,
in a statement, said the matter
was taken up with the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO)
not to use such estimates based
on FIES (Food Insecurity
Experience Scale) survey module
data in July 2022 as the statisti-
cal output of the same will not
be based on merit.

‘Erroneous, suffers 
from serious 

methodological issues’

Kashmiri Pandit shot
dead by militants 

̈ In J-K’s Shopian

The body of Puran Krishan Bhat, a Kashmiri Pandit who was
shot dead allegedly by militants in the Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir, Saturday.

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha and political leaders
condemned the killing. "Attack
on Puran Krishan Bhat by ter-
rorists in Shopian is a dastard-
ly act of cowardice. My heart-
felt condolences to the
bereaved family. I assure the
people that the perpetrators
and those aiding and abetting
terrorists will be severely pun-
ished," Sinha tweeted. The
National Conference con-
demned the "brazen and cow-
ardly attack" and expressed
"heartfelt commiserations"
with Bhat's family.

L-G, political parties
condemn attack

CBI files charge
sheet against

DHFL’s ex-CMD

SC stops coronation of U’khand seer 
̈ As Shankaracharya

of Jyotish Peeth

PM to Industry, Rsearch Bodies 

‘Work with greater integration
to address energy needs’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs a meeting of President of
the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), in New
Delhi, Saturday.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Air Force Wives Welfare
Association (AFWWA) on
Saturday created a Guinness
World Record by displaying
41,541 knitted woollen caps
here, which would eventually
be distributed to the needy
ahead of winter. Nearly 3,000
AFWWA members from across
the country knitted more than
40,000 woollen caps over a
period of nearly three months

starting July 15 as part of the
association's 'Knittathon'
drive. The display was put up
as part of an event organised
at the Indian Air Force (IAF)
Auditorium here to to mark the
52nd anniversary of the associ-
ation. The formal announce-
ment of the new record being
set was made on stage by
Rishi Nath, an adjudicator at
the Guinness World Records.
Nath also handed over an offi-
cial citation to AFWWA presi-
dent Neeta Chaudhari, who
had envisioned this drive to
empower wives of air warriors
through productive activities.

AFWWA sets Guinness

World Record 
̈ For largest display of

knitted woollen caps

Itanagar, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Arunachal Pradesh Police
has said search is underway
for two persons who reported-
ly went missing from
Chaglagam area along the
India-China border in August.
Bateilum Tikro and his friend
Bayingso Manyu, residents of
Duiliang village in Anjaw dis-
trict, had left home on August
19 in search of medicinal
herbs and to hunt at high-alti-
tude mountains along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC), a
police officer said, quoting
family members.
Dishanso Chikro, the younger
brother of Bateilum, however,
claimed both of them may
have been detained by the
People's Liberation Army
(PLA) of China.
"We suspect that they could
have inadvertently crossed
the LAC and have been
detained by the PLA. We are
extremely worried," Chikro
said.
The family members have
lodged an FIR at Khupa police
station, the police officer said.
Chikro also said the family
has drawn the attention of
Hayuliang assembly con-
stituency MLA Dasanglu Pul,
through a letter.

Search on for
2 ‘missing’

persons 

Rajit Kumar Bose 

BBhhiillaaii:: Retired BSP employ-
ee Rajit Kumar Bose left for
heavenly abode at the age
of 88 years on Saturday.
Funeral procession will be
taken out from his residence
situated at 514 B Block,
Laxmi Nagar Society on
October 16 around 10:00 hrs
and last rites of the mortal
remains will be performed
at Risali Muktidham. He is
survived by wife - Konika
Bose, daughters Chaitali
Dutta, Kakuli De and family. 

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: The IQAC
and Entrepreneurship
Cell of Swami Shri
Swaroopanand Saraswati
Mahavidyalaya, HUDCO
organised "Kalavithika" a
special exhibition cum
sale of Diwali items such
as colourful diyas, greet-
ing cards, colorful decora-
tive flowers, pen holders
made of jute, urns deco-
rated with beautiful
Bastar art, handmade
jewelery made from block
prints, and more than a
dozen decorative items.

In-charge Dr Shivani
Sharma gave informa-
tion about the aim of or-
ganising the exhibition
said that the students
have immense potential
for artistry and creativity
which is hidden. Such

programmes pro-
vide opportunity
to develop their
creative poten-
tial.

Principal Dr
Hansa Shukla
told that the stu-
dents are show-
ing more interest
towards entrepre-
neurship, and
they can use their
interest, skill and
intelligence for
self-employment.
Under the New
Education Policy, the col-
lege provides a platform
to the students for their
skill development along
with academic education
so that the students can
become successful entre-
preneurs in future.

Head, Department of
Management Khushboo

Pathak said that from
this event, students get a
chance to estimate cost of
product and profit possi-
ble, and also, along with
their own employment
they can also provide em-
ployment to others.

Manju Vora, Shrutika
Tamrakar Yadav, Ritu

Pal, Dr Monisha Sharma
were present as chief
guests. Manju Vora said
that this effort of the col-
lege is exemplary which
is preparing for earning
along with studies.
Shrutika Tamrakar
Yadav said that she was
overwhelmed to see the

creative potential of the
students. With such a
platform, students can
make their art a medium
of self-employment along
with education. Ritu Pal
said that the creative po-
tential of the students
should get a platform at
the state and national

level apart from
the college.
While encourag-
ing the students,
Dr Monisha
S h a r m a ,
D i r e c t o r ,
Shankaracharya
E d u c a t i o n
C a m p u s ,
HUDCO said
that the purpose
of organising
'Kalavithika' is
to inspire the
spirit of self-em-
ployment among

the students. This devel-
ops the skills of the stu-
dents, gets information
about the cost, profit and
loss, they can become
good businessmen in fu-
ture.

C h a n d r i k a
Chandrakar, Dr Sonali
Chakravorty, Preeti

Mishra, Neeti Ballewar,
Anita Pandey, Monika
Khaitan, Preeti Ajay
Behera were present as
special guests. Everyone
talked about getting a
platform for the creative
and creative potential of
the students. Among
other guests were 

Y Poornima, Siji
Anthony, Seema Pankaj
Pal and Farida Begum
were present as special
guests. All the guests en-
couraged the students by
buying them from the
handicrafts exhibition
set up by the students and
after eating the dishes
prepared by the students
asserted that they can
adopt it as a business in
future. All the professors
and students of the col-
lege cooperated in mak-
ing Kalavithika a success.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: 'Yoga &
Mental Health' present
prime concern was the
focus of the Five Day
Workshop conducted from
October 10-14, 2022, by
Department of Education
and IQAC of St Thomas
College. Chief Guest of in-
augural session Prachi
Bhattacharya, member of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Association, demonstrated
Pranayam and Yoga
Kriyas, which were simul-
taneously practiced by the
participants.

Second day was dedicat-
ed to practice of Yoga
aasaans under the guid-
ance of Dr Debjani
Mukherjee IQAC
Coordinator. This was fol-
lowed by demonstration of
Yoga aasaans and explana-
tion of their importance on
the third day by Dr

Anupama Gangrade,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Education.
Dr Surekha Jawade, on the
Fourth day, narrated the
importance of balanced
and healthy diet as well as
Cleanliness and
Sanitization. On the last
day, Dr Rupa Shrivastava
organised various competi-
tions related to Yoga.

This was followed by
Valedictory Function to em-

bark the closing of the
Workshop. Principal Dr MG
Roymon in his valuable ad-
dress appreciated the initia-
tive taken by Department of
Education and Dr Debjani
Mukherjee IQAC
Coordinator in her address
praised the program. Dr
Sheeja Thomas, Head,
Department of Education
conveyed her best wishes to
participants and requested
them to keep practicing in

future for their benefits. All
the participants showed
keen interest in the pro-
gram. Distribution of
Certificates  to participants
was followed by address of
Dr Reema Dewangan,
Convenor of the Workshop.
In her address, Reema ex-
pressed her commitment to
organise such useful pro-
grams in future. This
marked the end of the
Valedictory Function.

St Thomas College wins Inter
Collegiate Football Tournament

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1155:: District Level
Inter Collegiate Football
Tournament was organized
from 10 to 12 October 2022 at
Science College Durg in which
St Thomas College won the
tournament. In the first match
St Thomas College defeated
Govt College Utai by 5 - 0.  In
the semifinal match St Thomas
College beat Surana College in
Tiebreaker by 7 - 6 and entered

in the final. In the final match St
Thomas College won the match
from Govt College Rajhara by 4
- 0 and won the trophy of
District Level Inter Collegiate
Football Tournament. Principal
of the College Dr MG Roymon,
Administrator, Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese and Manager Bishop
HG, Dr Joseph Mar Dionysius
congratulated all the players
and Sports Officer Kailash
Narayan Verma for this
achievement.  

Traffic Police uses  Google Maps 
to monitor traffic on highway

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: Traffic
Police is now monitoring
the traffic movement on
National Highway with the
help of Google Maps. Staff
posted in ITMS will moni-
tor the NH round the clock.

Under the direction of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
and guidance of ASP
(Traffic) Vishwas
Chandrakar and the leader-
ship of DSP (Traffic) Satish
Thakur, the Durg Traffic
Police is continuously
working to make the traffic
system smooth and safe.

In this sequel, arrange-
ments have been made at
the Police Control Room,
Sector 6. ITMS employees

will keep round the clock
surveillance on National
Highway from Anjora to
Kumhari. With the help of
Google Maps, the cops will
identify the spots where the
traffic movement is slower
and the places where traffic
jams have occurred.

Often, due to delay in
getting information, the
police response time gets
increased due to which
traffic jams increase. Now
with the help of Google
Maps, the police will im-
mediately come to know
about traffic jams and
highway patrolling and
the concerned traffic zone
area will be able to re-
spond immediately and
clear the jams.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: Bhilai
Maitri College with IQAC
took an initiative for edu-
cational trip with B Ed
trainees to Chhattisgarh
Science Centre on the oc-
casion of World Students

Day, celebrated to mark
the birth anniversary of
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam.

This trip was arranged
to inspire the B ED
trainees to teach the
school students in an in-
teractive way. The stu-
dents benefited fromt his

trip as they came to know
the culture of
Chhattisgarh and also the
various working models
highlighting the impor-
tance of science in daily
life. They also took part in
various quiz competitions
presented in the centre.

Rajam Sudhakaran and
Directors Dr Sajitha
Thampi, S Sajeev and S
Sajan of Maitri
Educational and Cultural
Association encouraged
and appreciated such ac-
tivities. Management also
congratulated and moti-
vated principal Dr
Surekha Vinod Patil and
all the staff members of
Bhilai Maitri College for
such activities in future.

Agriculture students 
visit vegetable farms 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: Final year
students of Chhattisgarh
Agricultural College,
Dhanora visited the veg-
etable farms of Manjit
Singh Saluja
(Rajnandgaon), who has re-
ceived Krishi Samrat
Samman (2013), Innovative
Farmer (2014) and Best
Farmer of Chhattisgarh in

Horticulture Award for his
remarkable works in the
field of agriculture. The
students visited 8.5 acres of
field and oversaw several
varieties of Guava, Gourd,
Banana, Lemon, Dragon
fruit, Jackfruit, Jamun,
Turmeric, Jimikand, Bitter
gourd, Torai, Chilli,
Grapes, Kundru and got an
opportunity to know the nu-
ances of getting good

yields. Along with this, they
got their doubts solved. The
students learned the bag-
ging process of guava and
gained practical knowl-
edge. Along with this, they
saw the mobile operated
weather station installed in
the farms and also oversaw
its working system.
Coordinator Vivek Pandey
was also with the students
in this excursion.

Police conducts legal awareness 
campaign at government school

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: Durg
Police conducted a legal
awareness campaign at
government school in
Pauwara. It was a part of
the "Hamar Beti Hamar
Maan" initiatives of
Chhattisgarh Police.
SDOP (Patan), staff of
Utai Police Station,
Machandur Chowki,
Raksha Team and CWC
members were present.

Under the direction of
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava and
under the guidance of
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Ananth Kumar, po-
lice chaupal was held at
the Government Higher
Secondary School,
Pauwara. This village is
the native place of Home
Minister Tamradhwaj

Sahu. Children were made
aware of traffic rules and
ways to avoid cyber crime
as well as issues related to
women safety. Police Sub-
Divisional Officer (Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore
conducted the Police
Choupal. At the outset,
students were detailed

about the crimes related to
women as well as protec-
tion provided to women in
the laws. Information was
provided about the
Abhivyakti App after
which the girls down-
loaded this application in
their mobile phones.
Raksha Team I/c Sangeeta

Mishra detailed how this
application can be used in
situations of distress.

The students were made
aware of the traffic rules,
rules for pedestrians, pre-
cautions before and after
driving two wheelers, road
marking, sign boards, etc.
The students were in-

formed about the impor-
tance of Good Samaritan.
The students present in
the program were also fe-
licitated with prizes for
giving correct answers to
the questions related to
traffic rules.

To avoid cybercrime, in-
formation was given about
password and OTP. They
were asked to avoid post-
ing the personal informa-
tion on Facebook,
WhatsApp and social sites,
OLX and online shopping
link fraud.

In Police Choupal, stu-
dents and teachers were
asked not to click the links
given in the social sites
and never share the per-
sonal information on
Facebook. By taking these
precautions, one can avoid
cyber fraud. The students
were asked to always wear
helmets on two wheelers.
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Bhilai Maitri College conducts educational
tour to Chhattisgarh Science Centre

Five day workshop on ‘Yoga and
Mental Health’ concludes

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: A two day
workshop on Capacity
Building for the teachers
of Commerce subject and
Senior Secondary English
was inaugurated at DAV
Hudco on Saturday.
Around 50 delegates from
19 different DAV schools
were present in the inau-
gural ceremony and will
be attending the 2 day sem-
inar. Ceremony started
with the traditional light-
ing of the ceremonial
lamp by BP Sahu,
Principal DAV Ispat Public
School, Ravindra Singh
DAVPS Durgapur.

The resource persons
for Senior Secondary
English were Biji Kumar
(DAVPS Hudco Bhilai),
Suchitra Rao BAV SECL
Bilaspur and Satyavrat
Mishra DAV Chirmiri.
The resource person for
Commerce was Ravindra
Singh DAVPS Durgapur.

The first day of the sem-
inar for Senior Secondary

English teachers aimed at
analysis and classification
of question paper pattern
with special reference to
textbooks. It also stressed
on fostering creative writ-
ing and research based
learning, and new meth-
ods and techniques of
teaching the subject; and,
the seminar for commerce

stream acquainted the
teachers how to make the
students aware about the
problem solving and case
based questions based on
any topic followed by the
open discussion where in
they shared their general
queries and doubts. The
works of watch brimming
with activities demo class-

es and presentations.
BP Sahu Principal DAV

Ispat Public School while
addressing the delegates
stressed that changes are
inevitable and it is the
need of the hour that
teachers should bring
changes in their teaching
methodology to keep
themselves updated which
would help them to con-
tribute in the academic as
well as the all round devel-
opment of the children.

The main Moto of this
Capacity Building
Program is to provide a
common platform for
teachers and academician
to understand and share
their experience and delib-
erate upon the ideas relat-
ed to the NEP and its
transaction to bring forth
better professionals and ef-
fective teachers followed
by effecting teaching as
teachers are the frontline
providers of quality edu-
cation and quality is al-
ways demanded in the
field of teacher education.

DAV Hudco organises two-day workshop

SSSSMV Hudco organises Diwali special ‘Kalavithika’



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16,  2022

Cytogenetic Lab in AIIMS Raipur 

Raipur, Oct 15: To provide
prenatal genetic and chromo-
some disorders diagnosis, All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences has established a

state-of-the-art Cytogenetic
lab on World Anatomy Day
here today. The new lab will
be helpful in the diagnosis of
trisomy abnormalities, in-
cluding down syndrome,
patau syndrome, and other
severe disorders during the
prenatal stage. It is first of its
kind lab in government med-
ical colleges in Chhattisgarh.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.

Nagarkar, Director, AIIMs-R
termed it a milestone for
Anatomy Department.
‘There was a need to diag-
nose prenatal genetic and
chromosome disorders in
Chhattisgarh. The newly es-
tablished Cytogenetic lab
equipped with a fish lab,
PCR, and culture lab will cer-
tainly help patients get ex-
pert consultation at Raipur.
Now, they don’t need to go to
metro cities for lab tests, he
said.

According to HoD Prof.
M.R. Shende, the lab is a one-
of-its-kind lab established in
the government medical col-
leges in Chhattisgarh. The
new lab will help diagnose
trisomy abnormalities, in-
cluding down syndrome,
patau syndrome, retinoblas-
toma, chronic myeloid syn-
drome, and other severe dis-
eases during the prenatal
stage. ‘Anatomy is a base sub-

ject for medical students.
Therefore, the new lab will be
more helpful to understand
complex syndrome through
lab practice, he added.

Dr. Manisha B. Sinha said
that data from the lab will be
used for further research and
development on genetic and
chromosome-related dis-
eases. It will undoubtedly
provide insightful informa-
tion on the disorders prevail-
ing in different parts of the
state. ‘The lab will also help
identify genetic disorders in
children up to 10 years. It will
be helpful for their rehabili-
tation, she informed.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny was graced by Dean
(Academics) Prof. Alok
Chandra Agrawal, Prof.
Sarita Agrawal, Financial
Advisor B.K. Agrawal, Dr. K.
Vijay Kumar, Dr. Amit P.
Tirpude, and Dr. Saumitra
Trivedi.

State level Jail Lok Adalat inaugurated
Raipur, Oct 15: The State
Level Jail Lok Adalat was
inaugurated today in the
Central Jail Raipur
through VCK at the hands
of High Court Justice
Gautam Bhaduri. The Jail
Lok Adalat was organized
under the aegis of the
District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur as per
the instructions of the
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority
Bilaspur. With this inaugu-
ration at 11 am in the
morning Lok Adalat was
conducted in all 23 dis-
tricts and various jails of
the state.

Raipur District and
Sessions Judge Santosh
Sharma, Director General
(Jail Reform Services)
Raipur Chhattisgarh
Sanjay Pillai, member sec-
retary Chhattisgarh State
Legal Services Authority
Bilaspur Anand Prakash
Variyal, Chief Judicial
Magistrate Raipur
Bhupendra Vasnikar,
Secretary Raipur District
Legal Services Authority
Pravin Mishra and Raipur
Jail Superintendent MN

Pradhan were present on
the occasion. State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur, Judge Smt Neha
Yati Mishra conducted the
programme. Sanjay Pillai
gave information pertain-
ing to jail. Anand Prakash
Variyal proposed a vote of
thanks.

Justice Gautam Bhaduri
who is also the Executive
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority, Bilaspur visited
the exhibition of artifacts
made by Central Jail and
Reform Home, Raipur.
Justice Bhaduri also inau-
gurated the newly con-
structed pure drinking
water plant at Raipur
Central Jail and Reform
Home. The plant has been

set up jointly by Raipur
District Legal Service
Authority and MKG
Foundation.

Justice Gautam
Bhaduri, in his address,
said that State Legal
Services Authority
Bilaspur organized Lok
Adalat in compliance with
the Supreme Court in-
structions in case of
Sonadhar Vs State of
Chhattisgarh pending be-
fore Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court also
instructed other states to
sort out cases of prisoners
detained in jails on the
basis of Chhattisgarh
model, he said. He also
shared in his speech, infor-
mation about many legal
aspects of plea bargaining,

under trial review commit-
tee and easy disposal of
the cases of undertrials.
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur and District
Legal Services Authority
are always ready and com-
mitted to cooperate accord-
ing to law for every de-
tained prisoner, he said.

District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur and
MKG Foundation, Raipur
deposited the amount of
fine recovered from those
prisoners who were de-
tained in jail due to mea-
ger amount.

A total fine of Rs 10,000
was deposited for the bene-
fit of the prisoners. Justice
Bhaduri also inspected jail
premises. He inspected the
kitchen and tested quality
of food being prepared by
the jail administration for
the prisoners. For promot-
ing environmental protec-
tion, Justice also provided
free fruit trees available
through the Forest
Department to the prison-
ers to be released today
through the Jail Lok
Adalat in the district jail.

Team for Chh’garh TT tournament announced
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 15: Raipur
District Table Tennis
team has been an-
nounced for the 20th Stag
Chhattisgarh State and
Inter District Table
Tennis tournament to be
held from October 18 at
Sapre School-based TT
Hall here.

Providing the above in-
formation, the
Association Secretary
Vinay Baiswade said that
sports kit was distrib-
uted to the selected play-
ers at a function during

which the MLA Kuldeep
Juneja, CTTA President
Sharad Shukla, CA
Sourabh Shukla and
Pankaj Shukla were pres-
ent.

Senior player Sagar
Ghatge, Rajiv Sahu,
Arindum Debnath,
Pranay Chouhan and
Lokesh Jangade are in
the  Men’ team whereas

Surabhi Harsh Sahu,
Anchal Bareth, Renuka
Subba, Aarna Khotle and
Vanya Sengode are in
Women’ team.

Vishal Decate, Ramji
Kumar, Karan Malhotra
and Andrew T Williams
are part of Junior U-19
Boys team whereas
Anchal Bareth, Venya
Sengode, Ahana Singh
and Aarna Khatole are in
Girls team.

Former player and NIS
Coach Miraj would be the
Team Coach whereas
Renua Subba would be
the Manager.

BJP holds Congress responsible
for decrease in ST reservations

Raipur, Oct 15:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday held
the Congress government
responsible for the de-
crease of Scheduled Tribe
(ST) reservations from
32% to 20% stating that
negligence in its part over
the ST reservations re-
duction.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Ekatma
Parishar, the State BJP
President and Bilaspur
Parliamentarian Arun
Sao alleged that decrease
in ST reservation is a
cheating of Congress gov-

ernment towards the
Tribal community and
termed it to be part of
conspiracy against the
tribals.

Sao said that Congress
government had been ig-
noring the dates of hear-
ing for the last three years
to present the stand in
Court and termed it to be
non-serious effort on part
of the Congress govern-
ment which went against
the tribals.

He said that in support
to their demand for the
restoration of 32% reser-
vations for ST communi-
ty, they submitted a mem-
orandum to Governor.

Earlier, the BJP leaders
resorted to foot march to
Rajbhawan to gain politi-
cal mileage on the issue of
tribal reservations during
which several senior lead-
ers including State BJP
President Arun Sao,
Leader of Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Narayan
Chandel, senior BJP
Legislator Brijmohan
Agrawal and others were
present in the demonstra-
tion.

Delegation submits
memo to Governor

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1155::  Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Member of
Legislative Assembly (MLA)
Naryan Chandel on Saturday
claimed that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) raid and dis-
closures have exposed the
reported corruption under the
patronage of Congress gov-
ernment.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Ekatma Parishar here,
the Leader of Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Chandel said that
while the state government
has failed to provide fund for

the various government
schemes and programmes, it
has crossed all the limits of
corruption under the adminis-
trative patronage. He termed
it to be a black spot for the
history of Chhattisgarh. He
said that administrative sys-
tem was modified to provide
undue benefits to the select-
ed transporters in the coal
transport permit. He claimed
that the ED has come up with
the details of corrupt prac-
tices being done by bureau-
cratic and politicians nexus
for the last few years.

ED disclosure exposes administrative
patronage for illegal recovery

Raipur, Oct 15:
Mercedes-Benz has
launched EQS 580 in
Chhattisgarh, the first
luxury electric car fully
manufactured in India.
Launched on Saturday
by State Home Minister
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu and MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal in
the presence of Rohit
Kumar, Head, Spare
Parts, Mercedes-Benz at

Raipur the  EQS 580 of-
fers a range of up to
857kms in a single
charge.

Addressing the scribes
here Mr Rohit Kumar,
Head, Spare Parts,
Mercedes_Benz said that
the luxury EV from the
German manufacturer
is also the first-ever
made-in-India luxury
electric sedan, manufac-
tured at the company’s
plant in Chakan, Pune
and was launched by
Union Minister 
Nitin Gadkari on
September 30.

The company’s four-
teenth model made in
India, it has a 107.8kWh
battery pack, and is pow-
ered by electric motors,
one each on front and
rear axle.

The company offers 8
year warranty on bat-

tery, he added. Rohit said
that the company will be
introducing 35 fast
charging stations in
India in which 70 per-
cent battery will be
charged in 40 minutes.
The battery pack is com-
patible with 200kW fast
charging and the EQS
580 has an ARAI certi-
fied range of 857km on a
single charge.

Its features include an
MBUX Hyperscreen
with 3 massive high-defi-
nition displays; head-up
display, massage func-
tion for front seats,
Burmester 3D surround
system, air filtration sys-
tem, 9 airbags etc. On the
occasion City Star
Raipur, Franchise
Partner Sunil
Madhyani, Hemraj
Madhyani and Anand
Mohit were present.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director inaugurating
Cytogenetic lab in Anatomy Department at AIIMS-R.

To Diagnose
Prenatal Genetic
and Chromosome
Disorders

RPF arrests 96
touts, recovers
tickets worth

over Rs 53 lakh 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 15: Railway
Protection Force (RPF) has
arrested as many as 96 touts
and recovered more than
2000 tickets worth over Rs 53
lakh from them. With recov-
ery all the tickets have been
cancelled in the interests of
genuine railway passen-
gers. The drive against touts
has been intensified in view
of increase in demand for
reserved berths in trains in
festive season and restora-
tion of train services dur-
ing the last few months. The
divisional units of RPF
gathered information from
digital and cyber world.
After verification and
analysis of information the
RPF launched drive against
touts.

National Media Award
for voter awareness

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1155::  National Media
Award is awarded annually by
the Election Commission of
India to media institutions
doing excellent work in the
field of voter awareness. EC
has announced the National
Media Award. Nominations
have been invited from media
institutions by 30 November
2022. Media organizations
interested in the award can
send their nominations directly
to the 'Election Commission of
India, Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road New Delhi
110001' within the stipulated
time frame.

Mercedes launches EQS 580, first ‘Made
in India’ luxury electric car in Ch’garh

Mercedes-Benz EQS 580 was launched by State Home Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu 

in the presence of  Rohit Kumar, Head, Spare Parts, Mercedes-Benz. 

The model was
launched by State
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu and
MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal, it has a start-
ing price of 
Rs 1.55 crore 
(ex-showroom, Raipur).

TALENTS FETED

Shri Gujrati Brahma Samaj feted the members of ‘samaj’ for best garba presentation during Navaratri festivity.

Newly elected Mahant College students
union office bearers sworn-in

Raipur, Oct 15: The
newly elected students
union office bearers in
Mahant Laxminarayan
Das Mahavidyalaya,

Gandhi Chowk here were
sworn-in at a function or-
ganised at the college
premises today. Municipal
Corporation Speaker

Pramod Dubey, Education
Committee president Ajay
Tiwari, Secretary Anil
Tiwari and College
Principal Dr Devashish
Mukherjee were present
on the occasion.

Principal Dr Devashish
Mukherjee administered
oath of office and secrecy
to the newly elected stu-
dents union president
Puja Sahu, vice president
Tanu Sikdar, Secretary
Sonam Dhiwar, joint secre-
tary Kamal Dadsena and
14 class representatives.

Vedanta Aluminium enabling rural women’s participation in national development
Balconagar, Oct 15:
Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer of
aluminium, is enabling
thousands of rural women
with skills, financial liter-
acy, access to resources,
technology & market, and
welfare schemes, making
them equal participants in
the national socio-econom-
ic development. The com-
pany works on the funda-
mental principle that
rural women’s involve-
ment in sustainable devel-
opment goals will be cru-
cial to alleviating poverty
and ending hunger.

At Odisha and
Chhattisgarh, where
Vedanta Aluminium has
its operations, the compa-
ny is enabling women to
empower themselves eco-
nomically, politically and
socially. These interven-
tions, which benefit more
than 13,000 women today,
bear testimony to the com-
pany’s commitment to the
global goals of No Poverty,
Zero Hunger and Gender
Equality. Women who
barely ventured beyond
their homes and hamlets
earlier, now own and run
micro-enterprises like fast

food centres, arts & deco-
rative items, poultry &
vegetable farms, grocery
stores, beauty parlours,
tailoring centres, and
many more.
Some of the programs
include: Subhalaxmi Co-
operative: Subhalaxmi Co-
op, one of India’s largest
rural women’s coopera-
tives based in Jharsuguda,
Odisha, works at the inter-
section of sustainable
livelihood and women’s
empowerment. Created by
Vedanta Aluminium in
2008, it has grown to have
over 4,100 women mem-
bers today, hailing from 72
villages. The co-op enables
aspiring women entrepre-
neurs with micro-finance,

skill development, finan-
cial literacy, market link-
age and a support system
of thousands of equally
ambitious women. It also
links them to various gov-
ernment welfare schemes.
Unnati: Under ‘Unnati’,
BALCO, Vedanta
A l u m i n i u m ’ s
Chhattisgarh-based sub-
sidiary, the company is
mobilizing women into
Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
and honing their skills for
creating sustainable liveli-
hoods. Through this proj-
ect, BALCO is assisting
women in creating an ef-
fective framework of
SHGs and federations
that enables them to ac-
cess micro-finance servic-

es, engage in remunera-
tive and sustainable liveli-
hood activities, and em-
powers them economical-
ly. In this year alone, 90
new SHGs have been
formed, taking the total to
over 450 SHGs and 5,000
women members who
greatly benefit under the
various training modules
of the project.
Sakhi Project: With
‘Sakhi’, an initiative to
empower women through
skill training and liveli-
hood generation opportu-
nities, Vedanta
Aluminium is promoting
social and financial inclu-
sion, livelihood genera-
tion, and enterprise pro-
motion in an underserved

region like Lanjigarh, in
Kalahandi, Odisha. A fed-
eration called
Shaktimayee Foundation,
has been created to help
the women get market
linkages to promote and
sell their products, while
guiding them in access-
ing social security servic-
es and institutional credit
resources. Sakhi focuses
on integrating different
income generating activi-
ties in farm and non-farm
sectors and creating an
environment for nearly
4,000 women to develop
greater agency and deci-
sion-making skills.

Reiterating the compa-
ny’s developmental agen-
da on International Day
of Rural Women, Mr.
Rahul Sharma, CEO –
Vedanta Aluminium,
said, “Participation of
women in the socio-eco-
nomic and political
sphere, especially from
the rural belts of India,
will be crucial for achiev-
ing sustainable outcomes
in quality education, ac-
cess to healthcare, gender
equality, poverty allevia-
tion, and end hunger &
malnutrition.

DPS, Durg organizes ‘Career Fest Udaan - 2022’

Durg, Oct 15: Delhi
Public School in associa-
tion with Quest organized
‘Career Fest Udaan-2022’
on Friday, 14th October
2022, in the School’s Multi
Purpose Hall, in which 13
universities, colleges and
institutions participated.
The Fest aimed at facilitat-
ing to students exposure,
counseling and live inter-
action on various career
options and opportunities
available by the stalwarts
of the education field from

prestigious and renowned
colleges, universities,
training and vocational in-
stitutions on one platform.

The representatives of
the universities were wel-
comed, formally by the
Principal, Yashpal
Sharma, who, thereafter
also gave a brief insight
into the purpose and sig-
nificance of organizing
such a fest. The various
universities thereafter,
gave presentations to ap-
prise students of career

opportunities available
and offered. The partici-
pant universities were
Modi University of
Science & Tech, MIT
WPO, Pearl Academy,
Alliance University,
Ajeenkya D.Y. Patil
University, Kirloskar
University, Manav Rachna
International University,
Ashoka University, Atria
University, Bennett
University, Universal
Business School, O. P.
Jindal Global University
and NMIMS.

The Principal Yashpal
Sharma, in his address
stated that the “Career
Fest-Udaan 2022” has been
organized keeping in view
the future of students. He
further added that this
Fest would definitely en-
lighten students and en-
able them to choose the
right careers for them-
selves and that the School
is committed to organiz-
ing such programmes.

CKAM expresses gratitude for 5% DA

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday announced that
the dearness allowance
(DA) for state government
employees has been hiked
by 5 per cent, taking it to
33 per cent, an official
said. Around 3.80 lakh
state government em-
ployees will benefit from

the hike, the official said.
Taking to Twitter, Baghel
said, “The state govern-
ment has decided to in-
crease the DA by 5 per
cent for officers and em-
ployees of the state. The
hike will be effective from
this month (October 1,
2022)...”.

The state government
had earlier increased the
DA of government em-

ployees by six per cent,
following which they
were getting 28 per cent
DA under the 7th Pay
Commission, the official
said. With the hike of five
per cent in DA, those who
receive salary under the
7th Pay Commission
scale in the state will now
get 33 per cent, he said.

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Karmachari Adhikari
M a h a s a n g h ( C K A M )
State GS O P Sharma as
part of delgation had sub-
mitted a memorandum to
CM on September 29 for
6% DA bite to which state
government has an-
nounced the same with
effective from October 01.
Mahasangh expressing
gratitude towards CM
has requested to release
this amount before
Diwali.

Dr Ujjwala’s Skin Clinic to offer
aesthetic treatment 

Raipur, Oct 15: Dr
Ujjwala’s Skin Clinic and
renowned cosmetic gynae-
cology chain Elle Sante
came together for the first
time in Chhattisgarh to
provide the best of both
Dermatology &
Gynaecology worlds.

Dr Ujjwala’s skin clinic
is led by Dr UjjwalaVerma

who is qualified dermatol-
ogist with more than 15
years experience in field of
dermatology and cosme-
tology. The Center offers
all treatment related to
general dermatology as
well as state of art aesthet-
ic treatment.

The Centre has most ad-
vanced and safe USFDA
approved equipment for
treatment. Addressing the

scribes here. Dr
UjjwalaVerma said that
now we are the proud
owner of most advanced
Laser Hair Reduction
Platform- Triton, the latest
trend in Acne Scar & Anti-
ageing treatment-
Morpheus 8 and Most ad-
vanced Cosmetic gynaecol-
ogy platform- Empower RF
by Inmode.

The centre has collabo-

rated with one of India’s
top Hair transplant chain
Dermaclinix for Hair
transplant at our Center.
Also we collaborated with
world largest chain of cos-
metic gynaecology and re-
constructive surgery
ELLE sante with its first
Center in Chattisgarh.

Dr Ujjwala says “ Our
patient now need not
worry about multiple sit-
ting for Laser Hair
Reduction, Wrinkles,
Stress Urinary
Incontinence and Peri
Menopausal issues. We
have World’s best technolo-
gies of all fields under our
roof with sure shot results.

Diwali festivity season to bring 
2.5 lakh crore in markets

Raipur, Oct 15: CAIT
National Senior Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President, Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President, Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed that the ongoing
Diwali festival season is
all set to bring cheers for
the trading community of
the country as it is expect-
ed that there will be gresh
infusion of about Rs. 2.5
lakh crore in the markets
by way of shopping and
sale of goods and usage of

services- said the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT). This sub-
stantial inflow of money is
also expected to liberate
the business community
from financial crunch.
After two years, the cur-
rent Diwali festivity will
be celebrated with no
covid  restrictions which
is prompting the
Consumers to throng the
commercial markets in
every city of the country
for making purchases for
Diwali. The festive season
has already begun from
26th September, the day of
first Navratri and will con-
tinue till  November 5th,
the day of Tulsi Vivah-said
Mr. Amar Parwani,
National Senior Vice
President & Mr. Jitendra
Doshi , State President  of
the CAIT today in a joint
statement released here
today.

Mr. Parwani & Mr.
Doshi  said that the hike in
DA by the Central

Government of 4% on
October 8th and another
announcement of the
Government about
P r o d u c t iv i t y - L i n ke d
Bonus (PLB) equivalent to
78 days of wages to non-
gazetted railway employ-
ees for financial year 2021-
22 is going to help the con-
sumers in their spending
during Diwali festivity
season. It will certainly
trigger the market and the
economy. These two deci-
sions of the Government
will pump thousands of
crores of rupees into the
economy. The increasing
urbanisation will boost de-
mand for vehicles & real
estate and will increase
economic activity in
urban areas. The bumper
agriculture crop is expect-
ed to bring money in rural
India and it is expected that
much of the liquidity ac-
crued to these sectors will
in turn boost Diwali festivi-
ty sales.

Mr. Parwani & Mr. Doshi

said that as per an estimate,
the Diwali festivity busi-
ness is expected to register
a whopping turnover of
more than Rs. 1.5 lakh crore
and more than one lakh
crore rupees is expected to
be incurred on travel and
other services pertaining to
Diwali. As per a report re-
leased by FADA recently,
overall retails of
Automobiles increased by a
massive 57% during the pe-
riod of Navratri. All cate-
gories also showed extreme-
ly high growth with 2W, 3W,
CV, PV and Tractors in-
creasing by 52.%, 115%,
48%, 70% and 58% respec-
tively. These figures show
expected robust business
during Diwali festivity-said
both the trade leaders. As
per an estimate about 5
crore gifts from small to
high range of all sorts of
items are being exchanged
during Diwali festival peri-
od which does form a sub-
stantial contribution 
to Diwali festivity sales.

Workshop on ‘Holistic Health Care for
Sr Citizen - Preventive Care and Yoga’

Raipur, Oct 15: One day
workshop was organized
by in parnership with
HelpAge India & Center
for Study of Social
Change (CSSC), Mumbai
with the support of
Regional Resource
Training Centre (RRTC),
Govt of India  at Senior
Citizen Social Welfare
Society Community Hall,
D D Nager Raipur on
Thursday.

Chief Guest  Gyanesh
Sharma, President, State
Yoga Commission,
Government of
Chhattisgarh appreciated
the efforts of Helpage
India. He said, “What we
have to remember now is
that longevity has
brought with it a host of
challenges. One of the
most important of these
is living a good life.
Senior citizens are em-
powered with law of
Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior
Citizens (MWPSrC) Act
2007 that gives them the
strength to stand against

any form of abuse at the
hands of their children.
Similarly, Yoga is also im-
portant for holistic living.
The state government is
also making efforts to
bring Yoga in the lives of
senior citizens.”

Advocate Nirmala
Samant Prabhavalkar,

Special Guest on the occa-
sion stated that, “Sr
Citizen are empowered
with the special Act to
protect them from finan-
cial and other forms of
abuse. It is of prime im-
portance to create aware-
ness among the Sr
Citizen to live and lead a

dignified life. Therefore
physical and emotional
wellbeing will be the top
most agenda for the elder-
ly community.
Subhankar Biswas, State
Head, Helpage India,
Chhattisgarh in his wel-
come address mentioned
that the state needs such
Resource Centre to cater
to the need of 3 lac Sr
Citizen to
empower.“They need pen-
sions we know, but they
also need a healthy
lifestyle,” he 

added. This was fol-
lowed by felicitation of
the elderly members of
the welfare society. Ms
Bhumisuta Sahu, Ms
Sakshi Singh, Abhishek
Chandel, Kamlesh
Sharma from RRTC
Mumbai trained the sen-
ior citizens about the im-
portance of balanced
diet, yoga and
Ortheopedic exercises.
The vote of thanks was
proposed by  Amit
Bhaumik, Team Leader
(HelpAge India).
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CAIT calls for ‘Apni
Diwali- Bharatiya
Diwali’

Related to
Dermatology

In association with
renowned cosmetic
Gynaecology chain
Elle Sante

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1155::  National Institute
of Technology Raipur visited
Bharat Mata Hr. Secondary
School on Saturday under the
Atal Innovation Mission which
aims to foster an innovative and
entrepreneurial culture through-
out the entire nation. This event
was conducted by the
Entrepreneurship Cell, NIT
Raipur under the guidance of Dr.
Samir Bajpai, Head, Career
Development Center, Dr.
Chandrakant Thakur, faculty in-
charge, E-Cell, and successfully
coordinated by Garvita K.
Basantani, Navoday Satyam
Shukla, Overall Coordinators and

others. The aim of the team was
to brief students about Python
and 3D printing.

Sr. Aruna Gopu, Principal,
Susmita Rajesh, Coordinator,
Pritpal Singh, Ruma Mukherjee,
and Sangeeta Anand were pres-
ent during the event. Moving
ahead, Harshkishan Singh intro-
duced students to Python and
explained its installation, shell
and script modes, language, and
recommended books and web-
sites that interested students
can utilize to acquire more
knowledge about python. The
presentation concluded with an
interactive Q&A session.

Students briefed about Python and 3D
printing under Atal Innovation Mission



Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Oct 15: Bijapur
MLA and Vice President
of Bastar Region Tribal
Development Authority
Vikram Mandavi is on a
tour of Pamed area. The
special thing about this
tour was that the state
government has opened
the paddy procurement
centre in Pamed.

Pamed also known as
fag-end village of
Chhattisgarh state. The
stone was laid for the
building of the Paddy
Purchase Centre (PPC).
Now the farmers of
Pamed area will be able to
sell their produce paddy
in Pamed.

Earlier, the farmers of
Pamed area used to sell
their paddy at Basaguda
paddy procurement cen-
tre covering a distance of
60-65 km. There is a lot of
enthusiasm among the
farmers of this region
with the opening of the
paddy procurement cen-
tre in Pamed. With the
opening of the new paddy
procurement centre in
Pamed, several farmers of
villages adjoining Pamed
are also happy.

Pamed's new paddy
buying centre is in block
Usoor and will cover mul-
tiple villages viz. Pamed,
Dharamaram, Jarpalli,
Tekler, Yampur, Saped,
Pallaguda, Bhomeed,
Kanchal, Kaurgatta,
Raspalli, Pinnachanda,
Peddachanda, Tongguda,
Inkal, Meddiguda,
Mettagudare, Errapalli,
Daggally, ,Minagatta,
Jidpalli, Gadiguda,
S a n d r a m b o r e ,
Mangalator, Udtamalla
and Gudrajguda etc.

The farmers of these
villages will be able to sell
their produce at their
nearest paddy buying
center Pamed. The farm-
ers of Pamed, which is
called the last end of
Chhattisgarh, have been
demanding to open a
paddy purchase centre in
Pamed for decades, this
demand of the farmers

was met by MLA Vikram
Mandavi on May 19, 2022,
at the meeting of the
state's chief Bhupesh
Baghel in Awapalli.

After bringing to the
notice of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel the de-
mand to open a new
paddy procurement cen-

tre in Pamed has being
fulfilled. MLA Vikram
Mandavi, who was on
Pamed tour, laid a 300-
meter CC road in
Devgudi, Matagudi,
CRPF camp in village
Pamed, 500-meter CC
road from Ambedkar
Para to Muria Para, 400-

meter boundary wall
around the hospital prem-
ises and demands of the
villagers.

However, MLA Vikram
Mandavi gave approval for
the griping of the pond of
village Pamed and instal-
lation of Sulusgate.
During this visit Mandavi

has given approval for
Devgudis for Tekler,
Tongguda Jarapalli, Rs 5
lakh for each Devgudi and
a water tank and 200-
meter boundary wall in
village Tekler for primary
school, and also laid its
foundation.

Addressing the farmers,
MLA Vikram Mandavi
said that the farmers and
public representatives had
been demanding for a long
time to open a paddy pro-
curement centre in
Pamed, which has now
been fulfilled.

17 villages of Pamed re-
gion will be able to sell
their paddy in the paddy
procurement centre of
Pamed and whatever
other demands have come
from Pamed area, will
also be fulfilled soon,
Mandavi added.

Students distributed text-books

Central Chronicle News

BBiirrkkoonnii,,  OOcctt  1155::  The students of
Government Girl's HS School
Gram Birkoni were distributed
text-books by the convener of
National Andolan Front New Delhi
Saurabh Vajpayee and with assis-
tance of Minimata Foundation. In

this programme President of
Minimata Foundation Ramsharan
Tandon, former Sarpanch
Toopsingh Nishad were also pres-
ent. On this occasion students
were given information about the
subject 'Desh hein to hum hein,
desh nahi to hum kaha' as men-
tioned in the text-book. They

were also motivated to student
about their basic rights, duties
and responsibilities making full
use of the Book. The students on
this occasion expressed gratitude
for free of cost distribution of
text-books. During this Principal
Tameshwari Sahu and all other
teachers were present.

Mandavi lays stone for Paddy Purchase Centre 
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p In Pamed, which
happens to be 
tail-end part of 
the state
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Angry Kashmiri Pandits block Jammu road

Jammu, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Hundreds of protesting
displaced Kashmiri Pandit
employees, who are seek-
ing their relocation from
the valley, on Saturday
blocked Jammu-Akhnoor
road to protest the latest
targeted killing of their
community member by

terrorists in the valley.
Puran Krishan Bhat

was fired upon by terror-
ists near his residence in
the Chowdhary Gund area
of south Kashmir’s
Shopian district this after-
noon, resulting in his
death.

The Pandits, employed
under Prime Minister’s
employment package, are
on protest at relief com-
missioners office in
Jammu over the past five
months following the
killing of their colleague

Rahul Bhat in Kashmir
last May.

As the news of the latest
killing of Kashmiri Pandit
broke out, they came out
of the protest site and
marched towards the
main road and blocked the
highway, amid high pitch
sloganeering to denounce
the target killings by ter-
rorists and the alleged fail-
ure of the government to
deal with the situation.

“Our worst fears have
once again come true with
the latest killing.

IITG showcases innovations at R&D fair
Guwahati, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Indian Institute of
Technology, Guwahati
(IITG) has showcased its
research and development
projects and innovations
at the ongoing IITs
Research and
Development (R&D) fair in
New Delhi.

IIT Delhi is hosting the
first of its kind R&D fair
‘IInven Tiv’ to bring to-
gether key stakeholders
from the industry, govern-
ment institutions and aca-
demia to collaborate,
learn, exchange ideas and
innovate.

IITG has showcased its
leading projects in the fair
and exchanged ideas with

key stakeholders from the
government, industry and
academia, according to a
release by it on Saturday.

It has displayed various
innovations which include
among others affordable
limbs, biodegradable plas-
tics, ecofriendly burners
and low cost indigenous
fluorometer, instruments
for visualisation of latent
fingerprints, pathogen
sensors, diagnosis kits and
optoelectronic device, it
said.

IITG Director Prof T G
Sitharam said that the
showcasing of representa-
tive inventions from the
institute will be a stepping
stone for evolving more
startups and commerciali-

sation of follow-ups in
these areas.

“I believe that such
smart research and devel-
opment practices of IITG
will further strengthen the
industry academia collab-
oration for sustainable so-
ciety”, he added.

The R&D fair envisions
enhancing public percep-
tion of the IIT ecosystem
and ten broad themes have
been identified. These in-
clude defence and aero-
space, healthcare (includ-
ing devices and digital
health), environment and
sustainability (including
air, water, rivers) and
clean energy and renew-
ables (including hydrogen
and EV), the release said.

Investment Behavioural Truths

‘Love for gold in people from Tier II cities’
Mumbai, Oct 15: 

Leading consumer data
Intelligence company, Axis
My India, launched India’s
Investment Behaviour
Report – a comprehensive
study to understand
Indian consumers’ ap-
proach towards different
forms of investment, key
barriers and drivers for
making investment deci-
sions. Focusing on varied
investment instrument,
the report unveils con-
sumer opinion towards
Gold investment and the
rising trend of new age in-

struments like ‘digital
gold’.

Gold emerged as the
most preferred form of in-
vestment for people in
Tier-II cities with 43% of
respondents investing in
gold due to an existing cul-
tural affinity.

Commenting on the sur-
vey, Pradeep Gupta,
Chairman and Managing
Director of Axis My India
said, “According to the ob-
served trend, tier 2 cities
have enormous potential
for digital investment.
Many young investors
from tier II are increasing-

ly choosing to invest in
digital assets as a result of
the rapid digitization,
which has spread internet
literacy outside of metro
areas. Even though gold is
the most popular and tra-
ditional investment option
throughout cities, tier II
cities place a high value on
trust when purchasing
gold.” Of those who do
digital investment – 50%
have invested in MF, 40%
in shares and a significant
35% in Gold (both digital
gold and gold bought from
e-commerce). Only 10% in-
vest in cryptocurrency.

Navy commander falls prey to
‘outstanding power bill’ scam

Mumbai, Oct 15 (PTI) 

An Indian Navy com-
mander became the latest
victim of the “outstanding
power bill” scam and lost
about Rs 1.5 lakh from his
credit card to cyber fraud-
sters, a Mumbai Police of-
ficial said on Saturday.

However, the quick
thinking by the Naval offi-
cer saved him from losing
another Rs 1.35 lakh as he
blocked his card while the
fraudster was talking to
him over the phone. The
amount of Rs 1.35 lakh
was recovered, the official
said. The incident came to
light on Friday when the
commander approached
the police. “On Thursday,
his wife received a mes-
sage from an unidentified

number stating that since
their electricity bill was
pending, the supply will be
disconnected if the
amount is not paid. She
forwarded the message to
her husband,” the official
said.

When the officer called
on the given phone num-
ber, the person who an-
swered the call asked him
to download
“QuickSupport” app on
his mobile phone to pay
the bill, he said.

After the app was down-
loaded, the fraudster got
access to the commander’s
mobile phone and asked
the latter to send Rs 10,
which was debited from
his account.

“Keeping the officer en-
gaged in conversation, the
unidentified accused with-
drew Rs 48,999 and again
Rs 98,000 in back-to-back
transactions,” he said.

‘Patnaik to hit campaign trail in Dhamnagar’

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Ruling Biju Janata Dal
president and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
BJP leaders and Union
Ministers Dharmendra
Pradhan, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Bisheswar
Tudu, AICC Odisha in-
charge A Chella Kumar
and others were among
the star campaigners of
the BJD, BJP and
Congress for the
Dhamnagar by-elections
scheduled to be held on
November 3.

The three parties have
separately submitted the
list of their star cam-
paigners to the office of
the Odisha’s Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
here. While BJD and
BJP’s star campaigner list

comprises 40 names each,
the Congress has 30 lead-
ers to campaign for its
candidate Baba
Harekrushna Sethi.

Patnaik, who refrained
from campaigning in two
previous by-elections at
Pipili and Brajarajnagar,
however, this time will hit
the campaigning trail as
the regional party has
been facing challenge
from a rebel candidate.

“The party candidates
had won the two previous
by-polls even as the BJD
president did not cam-
paign. However, this time
round, the situation is dif-
ferent. The Dhamnagar
seat was held by BJP in
2019 elections. The BJD
had lost the polls by over
4,000 votes,” a senior
leader said, adding that
this time round the BJD’s
official candidate Abanti
Das is facing party’s rebel
candidate and former

MLA Rajendra Das.
Patnaik will go to

Dhamnagar for campaign-
ing, the senior party
leader said, adding that
the party has kept School
and Mass Education
Minister SR Dash away
from campaigning as he is
in the eye of the storm
over the death of BJD’s
Zilla Parishad member
Dharmendra Sahoo of
Puri district.

Similarly, the regional
party also did not include
name of Ollywood super-
star and Kendrapara MP
Anubhav Mohanty in the
list of campaigners.
Mohanty has been ac-
cused of harassing his ac-
tress wife Varsha
Priyadarshini. Several
cases are pending in court
against Mohanty.

However, two Odia film
stars like Akash
Dasnayak and Arindam
Ray would campaign for

BJD candidate Abanti
Das.

The by-elections in
Dhamnagar has all of a
sudden became interest-
ing after disgruntled BJD
leader and former MLA
Rajendra Das filed nomi-
nation papers.

The election will now
become a four-horse race
with BJP’s Suryavanshi
Suraj and Congress’ Baba
Harekrushna Sethi in the
fray besides BJD’s Abanti
Das and rebel candidate
Rajendra Das.

The BJD while playing
the woman card, has field-
ed Abanti Das, a protege of
Rajendra Das, from the
constituency to counter
the sympathy wave in
favour of the Suryavanshi
Suraj, son of Bishnu Sethi
whose demise on
September 19 necessitated
the by-election.

Meanwhile, the
Dhamnagar by-poll has

become more interesting
after BJP’s late MLA B C
Sethi’s nephew
Subhranaran Sethi, also
filed nomination as an
Independent candidate on
the last moment on Friday.

Besides three Union
Ministers, the BJP has
also decided to engage
party’s MLAs, MPs and
Odisha in-charge Sunil
Bansal, D Purandeswari,
state president Samir
Mohanty, Leader of
Opposition JN Mishra in
the list of star campaign-
ers.

Apart from Chella
Kumar, the Congress’s 30
star campaigners list in-
clude Odisha co-in charge
Rudra Raju, OPCC presi-
dent Sarat Pattanayak,
and Suresh Routray, and
Tara Bahinipati.

The election will be held
on November 3 and the
counting of votes will be
held on November 6.

‘My family has long relationship
with poll-bound K’taka’

Ballari (K’taka), Oct 15 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday tried to
strike an emotional chord
with people of poll-bound
Karnataka by recalling his
family’s association with
the State.

He made reference to
Ballari from where his
mother and Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi suc-
cessfully contested the Lok
Sabha election in 1999.

The leader pointed out
that his grandmother and
late former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
had contested and won
from Chikkamagaluru

Lok Sabha constituency in
1978. “We have a long rela-
tionship between my fami-
ly and Ballari. My mother
fought her election from
here and got elected due to
the wholehearted support
of the people of Ballari,”
Gandhi recalled while ad-
dressing a public meeting

here as part of his Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

“My grandmother
Indira Gandhi fought from
Chikkamagaluru. So, I
cannot forget that,” he
pointed out.

Gandhi addressed a pub-
lic meeting here to cele-
brate the completion of
1,000 km by walk.

Senior Congress func-
tionaries, including
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, former
chief ministers
Siddaramaiah, Veerappa
Moily, Kamal Nath,
Digvijaya Singh,

Congress’ presidential
candidate Mallikarjun
Kharge, AICC general sec-
retary and party’s
Karnataka in charge
Randeep Singh Surjewala,
Pradesh Congress
Committee presidents
from all the States,
Karnataka MLAs, MPs
and former ministers at-
tended the event.

The former Congress
leader, who started his
march on September 7
from Kanyakumari has
planned to conclude his
Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Jammu on January 30,
2023 covering over 3,500
km by walk.

DANCE PRESENTATION 

A cultural dance during a programme organised to mark the culmination of a special
drive ‘Knittathon’, on the occasion of the 62nd anniversary of the AFWWA, in New
Delhi, Saturday.

BRIEF

Dismissed
 Jammu: Four govern-

ment employees, in-
cluding a policeman,
and a bank manager
were dismissed from
service by the Jammu
and Kashmir adminis-
tration for their al-
leged involvement in
anti-national activi-
ties, officials said on
Saturday. The dis-
missal of the five —
most of whom have
cases registered
against them for ter-
ror activities — was
ordered under Article
311 of the Indian
Constitution, an offi-
cial spokesperson
said. Article 311 pro-
vides for the dismissal
of a person employed
in civil capacities
under a Union or a
state.

Summon
 Kolkata: The

Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
summoned the daugh-
ter of arrested
Trinamool Congress
leader Anubrata
Mondal in the cattle
scam to appear before
it in New Delhi to in-
terrogate her about
the source of the huge
wealth she has
amassed in the last
few years, an ED offi-
cial said on Saturday.
Sukanya Mondal, who
is a primary school
teacher in Birbhum
district, has been sum-
moned to appear at
the ED New Delhi of-
fice on October 27, he
said.

Shot dead 
 Barabanki: A 35-

year-old cosmetic
shop owner was shot
dead in a village here
and thrown into a
well, police said on
Saturday. Naseem
alias Raju ran a cos-
metic shop in Aalapur
village and was re-
turning home from a
fair in Katra Gadiya
Mazar on Friday
around 10 pm along
with his two compan-
ions- Imtiaz and
Shafiku.

Mishap
 Bijnor: Two persons

were killed and as
many injured in a col-
lision between two
motorcycles in the
Rehar area here on
Saturday, police said.
The incident took
place around 2 pm in
front of Inter College
Bhagtawala, Station
House Officer of
Rehar police station
Manoj Parmar said.
Alauddin (20) and
Shekhar (19), riding
their respective mo-
torcycles, died on the
spot, he said, adding
two others were in-
jured in the accident
and have been admit-
ted to a hospital.

Arrested 
 Jamshedpur: A

teacher was arrested
in connection with the
alleged self-immola-
tion bid by a student
here after she was re-
portedly forced to re-
move her clothes to
check whether she
was copying from
chits hidden in her
uniform to write her
exam.

SP President Akhilesh
Yadav collects ashes at
the cremation site of
Samajwadi Party founder
late Mulayam Singh
Yadav, at Saifai in Etawah
district, Saturday

 BJD faces rebel can-
didate Loses Rs 1.5 lakh to

cyber fraudsters

To protest latest
target killing by 
terrorists in valley



POPE ARRIVES TO ATTEND A MOVEMENT

Pope Francis arrives on the popemobile to meet with members of the Comunione e
Liberazione (Communion and Liberation) Catholic lay movement in St. Peter’s Square
at the Vatican, Saturday.
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Washington, Oct 15 (AP):

The Biden administration
will send Ukraine a new
USD 725 million package of
weapons and other military
assistance, the White House
said, as the US added to a
flurry of aid announce-
ments from European allies
this week.

The announcement made
on Friday comes on the heels
of meetings at NATO, where
defence leaders from Europe
and around the world

pledged weapons and air de-
fence systems to Ukraine as
Russia heightened its bom-
bardment of Kyiv and other
regions.

Officials said there are no
major new weapons in the
US package. Instead, the US
aid is largely aimed at re-
stocking thousands of
rounds of ammunition for
the weapons systems
Ukraine has been successful-
ly using in its counteroffen-
sive against Russia, as the
war stretches into its eighth

month. The new package in-
cludes rounds for the High
Mobility Artillery Rocket
Systems, known as HI-
MARS, a critical weapon
that has improved Ukraine’s
ability to strike ammunition
depots, bridges and other
key targets that erode
Russia’s ability to resupply
troops. The US has already
sent 20 HIMARS to Ukraine,
and has promised 18 more

that would be delivered in
the coming years.

The aid announcement
caps a string of commit-
ments from allies this week.
One after another in the last
two days, countries large
and small detailed new con-
tributions to Ukraine’s fight,
underscoring the persistent
fears among European na-
tions that they could be
Moscow’s next target.

US sending USD 725 million more in military aid to Ukraine

United Nations, Oct 15 (AP):

A record 4.7 million peo-
ple in Haiti are facing acute
hunger, including 19,000 in
catastrophic famine condi-
tions for the first time, all in
a slum controlled by gangs
in the capital, according to a
report. The UN World Food
Program and Food and
Agriculture Organisation
said unrelenting crises have
trapped Haitians “in a cycle
of growing desperation,
without access to food, fuel,
markets, jobs and public
services, bringing the coun-
try to a standstill.”

The Cite Soleil district of
the capital, Port-au-Prince,
where violence has in-
creased as armed gangs vye
for control, is facing the
most urgent need of hu-
manitarian assistance, it
said. The report by the
Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification, which
is a global partnership of 15
UN agencies and interna-
tional humanitarian
groups, released on Friday
paints a grim picture of es-
calating hunger in the

Western Hemisphere’s
poorest country. The part-
nership uses five categories
of food security, from Phase
1 in which people have
enough to eat to Phase 5 in
which households have an
extreme lack of food and
face famine, starvation,
death and destitution. The
19,000 people in Cite Soleil
are now in the latter
group, the report said.
According to the analysis,
a record 4.7 million
Haitians are in the three
worst categories 2.9 mil-
lion in “crisis” Phase 3
characterised by gaps in
food consumption and
acute malnutrition, 1.8
million in “emergency”
Phase 4 in which there are
large gaps in food con-
sumption, very high acute
malnutrition and excess
deaths, and 19,000 in
“famine” Phase 5.

The report said food se-
curity has also continued
to deteriorate in Haiti’s
rural areas, with several
dropping from the “crisis”
phase into the “emer-
gency” phase. The World

Food Program and the Food
and Agriculture
Organisation said food inse-
curity has increased over
the past three years and 65
per cent of Haitians “are in
high levels of food insecuri-
ty with 5 per cent of them in
urgent need of humanitari-
an assistance.” Haiti has
been gripped by inflation

and political gridlock that
have exacerbated protests
and brought society to the
breaking point. Daily life in
the country began to spin
out of control last month
just hours after Prime
Minister Ariel Henry said
fuel subsidies would be
eliminated, causing prices
to double.

A record 4.7 million Haitians face acute hunger
Ankara, Oct 15 (AP):

An explosion inside a
coal mine in northern
Turkey killed at least 25
people, local officials an-
nounced, while rescuers
working through the night
were trying to bring
dozens of others trapped
to the surface.

The explosion occurred
6:45 pm on Friday at the
state-owned TTK Amasra
Muessese Mudurlugu
mine in the town of
Amasra in the Black Sea
coastal province of Bartin.

Energy Minister Fatih
Donmez said a prelimi-
nary assessment indicated
the explosion was likely
caused by firedamp a ref-
erence to flammable gases

found in coal mines.
There were 110 people in

the mine at the time of the
explosion, Interior

Minister Suleyman Soylu,
who travelled to Amasra to
coordinate the rescue op-
eration, told reporters.

Most of the workers were
able to evacuate following
the blast, but 49 were
trapped in a higher risk
area of the facility, the
minister said.

Soylu would not provide
a number for those still
trapped, saying some
among the 49 had been lift-
ed to safety.

“We are faced with a pic-
ture that we truly regret,
that we regret to have to
share (with the public),”
Soylu said.

The Bartin governor’s
office said 25 were killed in
the blast. Health Minister
Fahrettin Koca reported at
least 17 injured, including
eight who were being
treated in intensive care
units.

25 dead, many trapped in Turkish coal mine blast

Cairo, Oct 15 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Saturday visited the
H e l i o p o l i s
Commonwealth War
Grave Cemetery here and
honoured the memory of
Indian soldiers who laid
down their lives during
the First World War in
Egypt and Palestine.

Jaishankar is in Egypt
on a two-day visit at the
invitation of his Egyptian
counterpart Sameh
Hassan Shoukry.

“Indians have made
sacrifices across the

world in the service of
humanity. They inspire
us as we strive to create a
more contemporary and
equitable global order,”
Jaishankar tweeted, shar-
ing some photographs of
his visit to the war grave
cemetery.

Heliopolis War
Cemetery includes the
Heliopolis (Port Tewfik)
Memorial and the
Heliopolis (Aden)
Memorial.

The Heliopolis (Port
Tewfik) Memorial com-
memorates 4,000 men
who served and died with
the British Indian Army

during the First World
War in Egypt and
Palestine, and who have
no known grave. The
Heliopolis (Aden)
Memorial commemorates
more than 600 men of the
Commonwealth forces
who died in the defence of
Aden during the WW-I
and who have no known
grave. Earlier in the day,
Jaishankar paid homage
to Mahatma Gandhi at
the famous Al Horreya
Park in the Egyptian capi-
tal. Gandhi’s bust was un-
veiled at the park in 2019
to mark his 150th birth
anniversary.

Jaishankar pays tribute to Indian soldiers at
Heliopolis Commonwealth War Grave Cemetery

Multan, Oct 15:

At least 200 rotting
corpses were found on the
roof of a hospital in
Pakistan’s Multan city on
Friday. As per social
media, hundreds of
human body parts have
been recovered from the
roof of Nishtar Hospital’s
mortuary in Multan after
which the government de-
cided to probe the inci-
dent, reported Geo News.

According to sources,
dozens of bodies are rot-
ting in the room built on
the roof of Nishtar
Hospital. On the other
hand, according to the
news circulating on social
media, hundreds of
human body parts have
been recovered from the
roof.

No confirmation or de-
nial has been given yet,
however, by any govern-
ment official over the
number of bodies.

Advisor to Chief
Minister, Punjab, Tariq
Zaman Gujjar said a

whistleblower tipped him
off about the rotting bod-
ies on the roof of the mor-
tuary at Nishtar Hospital,
reported Geo News.

“I was on a visit in
Nishtar Hospital when a
man approached me and
said if you want to do a
good deed then go the
morgue and check it out,”
Gujjar said.

He said when he
reached there the staff
wasn’t ready to open the
doors of the mortuary. “To
this, I said if you don’t
open it right now, I am
going to file an FIR
against you,” Gujjar
added.

He said when the
morgue was finally
opened and they stepped
in only to find at least 200
bodies lying around. “All
the decomposing bodies
[of both men and women]
were bare. Even women’s
bodies weren’t covered.”
Gujjar said when he asked
them (doctors) to explain
what was going on they
said these were used by

the medical students for
educational purposes.

“Do you sell these bod-
ies? I asked the mortuary
authorities.” Gujjar said
he asked doctors to ex-
plain the incident and in
response, they said it was
not what it looked like as
these were used by the
medical students for edu-
cational purposes, report-
ed Geo News.

“Two of the bodies on
the roof were rather in the
early stages of decomposi-
tion. Maggots were all
over them,” Gujjar said.

He said he had never
seen anything like it in his
50 years of life.

“Vultures and worms
were scavenging on the
corpses on the roof. Our
tally showed there were at
least 35 bodies on the
rooftop of the mortuary.”
“The bodies after being
used for medical educa-
tion purposes should have
been given a proper burial
after Namaz-e-Janaza, but
they were thrown on the
roof,” Gujjar said.

200 rotting corpses found on

hospital roof in Multan

Washington, Oct 15 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
has said Pakistan is “one
of the most dangerous na-
tions in the world” as it
has “nuclear weapons
without cohesion”.

He made the remarks
while addressing a
Democratic Party congres-
sional campaign commit-
tee reception on Thursday.

“ And what I think is
maybe one of the most
dangerous nations in the
world: Pakistan. Nuclear
weapons without any co-
hesion,” Biden said.

The US president’s re-
marks at the reception of
the governing party were
made in the context of the
changing geopolitical situ-
ation globally.

The West has expressed
concern over the safety
and security of Pakistan’s
nuclear weapons. Many in
the West are worried that
Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons could fall into the

hands of terrorists or jiha-
di elements.

“Ever since May 1998,
when Pakistan first began
testing nuclear weapons,
claiming its national secu-
rity demanded it,
American presidents have
been haunted by the fear
that Pakistan’s stockpile of
nukes would fall into the
wrong hands. That fear
now includes the possibili-
ty that jihadis in Pakistan,
freshly inspired by the
Taliban victory in

Afghanistan, might try to
seize power at home,”
Marvin Kalb, a nonresi-
dent senior fellow with the
Foreign Policy pro-
gramme at Brookings
wrote last year.

The top US general
Mark Milley had warned
that a rapid withdrawal of
forces from Afghanistan
would pose an increased
risk to the security of
Pakistan’s nuclear arse-
nal. In his speech, Biden
said the world was chang-

ing rapidly and countries
were rethinking their al-
liances.

“And the truth of the
matter is I genuinely be-
lieve this that the world is
looking to us. Not a joke.
Even our enemies are
looking to us to figure out
how we figure this out,
what we do.”

There was a lot at stake,
Biden said, emphasising
that the US had the capaci-
ty to lead the world to a
place it had never been be-
fore. “Did any of you ever
think you’d have a
Russian leader, since the
Cuban Missile Crisis,
threatening the use of tac-
tical nuclear weapons that
would could only kill
three, four thousand peo-
ple and be limited to make
a point?.

In a televised speech in
September, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
said he would “certainly
use all the means at our
disposal to protect Russia

and our people.” He added
that he was not bluffing.

“Did anybody think
we’d be in a situation
where China is trying to
figure out its role relative
to Russia and relative to
India and relative to
Pakistan?”

Talking about his
Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping, the US president
termed him as a man who
knew what he wanted but
had an “enormous” array
of problems.

Earlier this month, the
US urged its citizens to re-
consider travel to
Pakistan, especially its
restive provinces, due to
terrorism and sectarian
violence.

Earlier this week, it
emerged that Pakistan,
once a key US ally, was not
even mentioned in the US
National Security
Strategy 2022, which iden-
tified China as “America’s
most consequential geopo-
litical challenge”.

Pakistan with N-weapons without cohesion is ‘one
of the most dangerous nations in the world’:  Biden

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar pays homage to
fallen Indian soldiers at the Heliopolis War Cemetery in
Cairo, Egypt, Saturday, Oct. 15.

Relatives of missing miners react in front of the state-
owned TTK Amasra Muessese Mudurlugu mine in Amasra,
in the Black Sea coastal province of Bartin, Turkey,
Saturday, Oct. 15. An explosion occurred Friday evening at
the coal mine and rescue efforts continued.
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Hunger is still 
a challenge

There are currently two
billion malnourished people
in the world, and to feed them
all, we will need to produce
60% more food. According to
the FAO, estimates indicate
that 670 million people will
still be hungry in 2030.
Currently, 3.1 billion people,
or almost 40% of the world's
population, cannot afford a
wholesome diet, and 828 mil-
lion people are believed to be
food insecure. A recent
UNICEF research that fo-
cused on 15 poor nations
found that one child will suf-
fer from severe malnutrition
every minute. Decades of
progress in the fight against
poverty and hunger have
been reversed by global is-
sues in low- and middle-in-
come countries all over the
world. In recent years, the
COVID-19 pandemic, climate
change, and economic shocks
have all contributed to a rise
in the world's hunger rates.
India came in at number 107
out of 121 nations in the 2022
Global Hunger Index. World
Food Day is celebrated annu-
ally on October 16 to com-
memorate the day the Food
and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations was founded (FAO).
World Food Day offers the
chance to spread awareness
about adequate nutrition and
make sure that everyone has
access to enough wholesome
food.

Dr. Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma

Hijab issue
If only the SC had deliv-

ered a unanimous verdict on
this highly emotive issue.
Since the appeals will now be
decided by a larger Bench to
be constituted by the CJI, one
hopes that the BJP doesn’t
play its communal and vote-
bank card. At the same time,
Muslim clergy should take a
liberal view. The ongoing
protests by Iranian women
against the hijab should also
show the mirror to all con-
cerned in India. Let us hope
that wiser counsel will pre-
vail upon all stakeholders till
the matter is finally decided
by the Supreme Court.

Vinayak G, bymail

Ban Palm oil
Our country is the world's

largest importer of palm oil,
and recently, even after the
import duty was cut, the
price of palm oil has climbed.
If you carefully read the la-
bels, you'll notice that most
fast foods, crisps, cookies, and
many bakery products all use
palm oil rather than healthy
oils like coconut and olive oil.
In India, palm oil is less ex-
pensive and has a lower pro-
duction cost than other oils.
Regular consumption of
palm oil, which is known to
contain a lot of saturated fat,
can raise harmful cholesterol
levels. As a result, heart dis-
ease risk is increased.
Therefore, our government
should immediately outlaw
the use of palm oil in food
products.

Vijaykumar H K, Raichur 
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Children of Smile Foundation during a birthday celebration of Nickelodeon's characters 'Motu' and 'Patlu', in Mumbai.

SMILE FOUNDATION EVENT

W HAT is called OPEC+, that is the 13 members of the
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to-

gether with 11 other petroleum exporting countries led by Russia, de-
cided on October 5 to cut their oil production by 2 million barrels per
day, starting from November. The US had been pressing OPEC not to
take this decision. There had been hectic lobbying by the US to prevent
this outcome, and several visits by top US officials to Saudi Arabia, in-
cluding even by President Joe Biden, to press home the point. And yet
OPEC decided otherwise; not surprisingly, this decision has been called
in the western media “a slap on Biden’s face”. The reason why the
Americans were so keen to prevent a cut in OPEC output is three-fold:
first, the consequent rise in world oil prices will exacerbate inflation in
the US and elsewhere, leading to a pervasive rise in interest rates to
counter it; this will further enhance the threat of a recession including
in the US economy. Secondly, even leaving aside these effects that
would take time to materialise, the rise in energy prices will have the
immediate effect of hurting and hence annoying American consumers,
which will have an adverse impact on the Democratic Party’s electoral
prospects in the coming November elections to the Congress and the
Senate in that country. Thirdly, there is the fear that any output con-
traction by OPEC will help Russia by increasing its oil revenue; and the
US does not want such an increase because it defeats the very purpose
of the sanctions that have been imposed on Russia in the wake of the
Ukraine war. So serious is the last of these considerations that the US
officials visiting Saudi Arabia had been posing the issue as one where
that country had to choose between America and Russia. And the
OPEC decision to cut output has been seen as having a geopolitical sig-
nificance, involving a cooling off in US-Saudi Arabia relationship. The
fact that a cut in oil output will help Russia is not in doubt. Indeed it will
help Russia more than any other country. This is because several coun-
tries in OPEC+ have not been producing their full quota of oil. This
group includes not only Nigeria and Angola, which have not made ade-
quate investments in the past to boost their oil output, but also Russia,
which has been producing less than its quota owing to the sanctions.
The decision to reduce output by 2 million barrels a day, which will
mean a reduction in the production quotas for all the participant coun-
tries, will still leave the Russian quota above what it currently pro-
duces. Russia therefore will not be cutting any output because of this
decision. On the other hand, the ensuing rise in world oil prices will
benefit Russia, so that its oil revenue will not just go up, but go up the
most among all the major oil producing countries. For the US which has
been spearheading the drive to impose sanctions on Russia to bring it
to its knees, this represents a clear setback. Why then did the OPEC de-
cide to cut output? The argument they put forward for the cut is ironi-
cally analogous to the very argument that the metropolitan countries
advance against the cut. The metropolitan countries’ argument states
that the cut would aggravate inflation and hence lead to a rise in inter-
est rates and herald a serious recession; OPEC’s argument is that the
rise in interest rates that is occurring will cause a recession that will
lower the demand for oil and hence its price, to forestall which there
must be a cut in oil output. OPEC’s idea in short is to stabilise the world
oil price in the face of the looming recession. Typically when there is a
reduction in demand for primary commodities but supplies do not fall
as much, there is a fall in the prices. During the Great Depression of the
1930s for instance there was a sharp fall in the prices of primary com-
modities relative to manufactured goods, so that the terms of trade
worsened for primary commodities, including for agricultural prod-
ucts. As a result, the peasantry everywhere, including in India, had got
into debt; and this distress of the peasantry had radicalised it into par-
ticipating actively in the anti-colonial struggle. 

This fall in prices when there is a fall in demand with supply remain-
ing unchanged is called “price adjustment”. As against this, when
there is a fall in demand for a primary commodity, supply can be cor-
respondingly reduced and prices kept unchanged, which is called
“quantity adjustment”. What the OPEC is attempting is quantity ad-
justment in the oil market, while what the Americans want from them
is price adjustment. Of the two kinds of adjustment in primary com-
modity markets, quantity adjustment is likely to be much better from
the point of view of the producers. An example will make this clear.
Suppose demand falls by 10 per cent; if supply is also reduced by 10
per cent, with the price remaining unchanged, then the revenue of the
producers falls by 10 per cent. But if the supply remains unchanged
but the price is allowed to fall, the fall in price will be more than 10 per
cent to keep demand unchanged (which is the same as saying that the
demand for primary commodities is price-“inelastic”). Suppose the
price falls by 20 per cent; in that case the revenue would have fallen by
20 per cent as well. Price adjustment therefore would have brought in
less revenue than quantity adjustment; in addition it would also have
meant more costs than in the case of quantity adjustment, because
there have been no output cuts. For both these reasons price adjust-
ment is the worse option for producers. OPEC’s decision therefore is
not the product of any malicious intent, or any desire to cock a snook
at the US, but makes perfect sense from their point of view. Of course,
the fact that they have been able to stand up to the pressure being ex-
erted by the US to keep output unchanged, is a sign of the changing
times, of the challenge to US hegemony that is emerging even among
countries that were its staunchest allies till the other day. It is true that
crude oil prices have been coming down of late. The price of Brent
Crude, for instance, which was $120 per barrel in June this year, had
come down to well below $100 by the time the OPEC decision was
made. But then, it would be asked, would this decision not raise the
inflation rate? Significantly, during the period of accelerating infla-
tion, the corporate profit margins, including of the manufacturers of
petro-products, have been increasing. Now, if crude oil prices rise,
and this rise is merely “passed on”, then profit-margins remain un-
changed and the ensuing inflation can be said to have been caused by
the rise in crude prices. But if profit-margins also rise, then it is corpo-
rate greed, and not the rise in crude prices, that constitutes the im-
mediate cause behind the inflation. The fact that corporate greed has
been the proximate factor behind the current upsurge in inflation in
the metropolitan capitalism has been quite widely recognised. In fact
in Britain there was a strong demand for raising taxes on oil compa-
nies that was articulated even by the centrist Liberal Democrats; but
the then Prime Minister Boris Johnson turned it down. What the US
would like is a situation in which the rise in interest rate that is sup-
posed to counter inflation via a reduction in aggregate demand works
through two channels, not just one: first, by causing unemployment
so that the workers’ bargaining strength is weakened to a degree
where they cannot defend themselves against inflation through a cor-
responding rise in money wages; and second, by reducing primary
commodity prices, especially oil that is so important for consumers,
so that the consumer price-index is kept in check. The idea in short is
to control inflation in the metropolis at the expense of the workers
and the primary commodity producers. What is never on the agenda
is any reduction of, or even control over, the rising corporate profit-
margins that constitute the proximate reason for the inflation. An out-
put cut by oil producers prevents the working of the second of the
above channels by preventing a price-fall in crude oil. The US has an-
nounced that in November there would be a release of 10 million bar-
rels of oil from American reserves to counter any price effects of the
OPEC decision. That may take care of the November elections in
America; but after November, even the American consumers will be
further squeezed by the unfolding crisis.

The OPEC’s Decision 
to Cut Oil Output

V arious reports highlight the
fact that Climate Change

has been caused by the rich na-
tions and thus poor countries have
started demanding compensation
for the climate changes, which
have adversely impacted them.
The forthcoming COP27, UN cli-
mate talks due to be held in Egypt
in November, may highlight the
compensation system for poorer
countries known as “loss and dam-
age”, caused by the Climate
Change.

It is a fact, corroborated by vari-
ous UN and independent reports
that Climate Change over the last
25 years particularly has caused
costly damages, including
drought, rising heat, less or more
rains, tropical cyclones and more
gradual changes, such as deserti-
fication and rising sea levels
across the globe. It has been
proven that these changes could
be attributed to the presence of
greenhouse gases in the atmos-
phere. The rich industrialised
countries are responsible for most
of the emissions causing these
phenomena.

LLoossss  aanndd  DDaammaaggee
The poorer countries, as they

are unable to take timely correc-
tive measures to mitigate these
changes caused by others in the
past, face the negative effects of

Climate Change first. Thus, the
new concept of “Loss and
Damages” has started taking
roots amongst them.

Under this new concept they
are demanding adequate financial
help to take corrective measures
to mitigate these changes, caused
by the richer, industrialised na-
tions, in the past. Now they are re-
defining it as a matter of liability
and compensation, rather than aid
after a particular natural disaster.
Loss and damage is also referred
to as the “third pillar” of climate
change politics, after mitigation
(tackling the root cause of the
problem by reducing emissions)
and adaptation (preparing for cur-
rent and future impacts).

However, developed countries
have pushed back against this
since 1990s when the text of the
UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change was being drawn
up,terming it completely implausi-
ble. Meanwhile, a group of island
countries had proposed that an in-
ternational insurance fund be cre-
ated to compensate low-lying
countries for the damage caused
by rising sea levels.

The Economist magazine re-
ports that in 2015, at the talks,
which culminated in the adoption
of the Paris Agreement, develop-
ing countries again sought a
strong clause on loss and damage
financing. But they ended up with
only a vague reference to the
issue. And concrete action was left
for future discussions, thus the
Egypt Summit offersa chance
again to hammer out a concrete
policy and action plan on the issue. 

PPoossiittiivvee  aaccttiioonnss
Denmark has recently pledged

just over $13m to developing
countries that have suffered dam-
age from climate change and
more developed countries may

follow suit. Scotland’s first minis-
ter, Nicola Sturgeon, at COP26 in
Glasgow last November, promised
£2m ($2.7m) as a one-off loss and
damage payment, apparently hop-
ing that other rich countries might
follow suit, however, they did not.

But the pressure for them to do
so is increasing. Last month minis-
ters from an alliance known as the
“Least Developed Countries
Alliance – LDCA” having 46 mem-
bers, called the creation of a fi-
nancial mechanism for loss and
damage a “fundamental priority”
for COP27. At the UNGA last
month, secretary-general António
Guterres suggested that windfall
taxes on fossil fuel companies
might provide the funding for one.
But is easier said that done and
may not happen at all. There is an
utter lack of enthusiasm among
the developed countries for such a
pay out. Some developing coun-
tries are tentatively seeking re-
dress through international law.

On September 22nd the UN
Human Rights Committee ordered
the Australian government to pay
compensation to indigenous peo-
ple living on the islands of the
Torres Strait, which are being
eroded by rising seas. Perhaps it is
for the first time that such a pay-
ment has been ordered. The
Australian government seemed
sympathetic to the islanders’
plight. But whether it will trans-
late into hard cash – let alone a
costly acceptance of liability – re-
mains to be seen. Hence, a global
framework for loss and damage
still looks like a distant prospect.
DDiissaasstteerrss  iinn  tthhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd

Meanwhile, the developed
world is also not safe from the
Climate Change vagaries. Natural
disasters such as Hurricane Ian,
which recently left behind a trail
of damages running in billions of

dollars, are on the rise in the
United States. Hurricane Ian,
which battered parts of Florida
and South Carolina, is estimated
to be the latest in a growing trend
of billion-dollar disasters in the
United States.

As compared to between 1980
and 2021, when the average of
such events happening was 7.7,
the past five years have witnessed
an increase to 17.8 of such events
per year. Last year marked the
seventh consecutive year in which
ten or more billion-dollar disasters
pummelled the U.S. By July of this
year there had already been nine
such disasters. It has been report-
ed that the amount of carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere in May
2022, reached a level that has not
been seen in millions of years, and
that is over 50 percent higher than
in the pre-industrial era. The heat
trapped by carbon dioxide and
other human-produced green-
house gases has increased the
world’s average temperature.

Climate change is “supercharg-
ing the increasing frequency and
intensity” of weather extremes,
according to the U.S. National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. It spawns greater
rainfall variability, lengthens the
wildfire season in the American
West, increases drought vulnera-
bility, and drives bigger storm
surges as sea levels rise. Given
the relentless accumulation of
greenhouse gases in the atmos-
phere, 2022 is likely the harbinger
of a more violent weather in fu-
ture. To reduce such natural
mishaps happening again and
again, both developed and devel-
oping nations need to adopt prac-
tices, whichrapidly reduce and re-
move heat-trapping emissions
from the atmosphere to limit
warming extremes.

Destruction caused by climate change

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

W orld Food Day is ob-
served annually on 16

October to highlight the mil-
lions of people worldwide
who cannot afford a healthy
diet and the need for regular
access to nutritious food. The
theme for 2022 is Leave NO
ONE behind. World Food Day
2022 is being marked in a year
with multiple global chal-
lenges, including the COVID-
19 pandemic, conflict, climate
change, rising prices and in-
ternational tensions. All of
this is affecting global food se-
curity. This global event
marks a day calling for world-
wide awareness and collective
action to combat the issue of
hunger and ensure healthy
diets for all. World Food Day
was established in November
1979, as suggested by former
Hungarian minister of agri-
culture and food Dr Pal
Romany. All sorts of solutions
basically rely on agriculture
since it is the main source of
food and also a source of in-

come to many. Food is
one of the basic needs
of human life. One is
able to survive without
the other basic needs
like shelter and cloth-
ing but one cannot go
without food. This is
the reason as to why
many countries take
measures to ensure
food security. Food is
also of utter impor-
tance to us as it helps
our bodies grow and
develop. Without eating
food, our bodies would
not grow and our or-
gans would not develop. Food
releases nutrients that help
our bodies grow in size and
weight. Malnutrition, under-
nutrition and overnutrition
are the causes of hunger. Both
malnutrition and undernutri-
tion refer to the effects on peo-
ple of not having enough food.

The human body is just like
a machine. Like an engine
burning up fuel, in order to
generate the required energy,
the human body uses the con-

sumed food in order to gener-
ate the driving forces to keep
the heart beating, the lungs
breathing and the limbs func-
tioning. Healthy food is one of
the most important part in
leading a healthy life.
Combined with physical ac-
tivity, a balanced food can
help us to reach and maintain
a healthy weight. Healthy food
habits can reduce the risk of
chronic diseases. It can also
improve our concentration

and promotes our over-
all health.

The famous proverb'
Health is wealth' re-
minds us about the im-
portance of good
health. Healthy eating
habits is one of the
vital part in achieving
good health. We should
always try to take a bal-
anced diet that con-
tains the correct pro-
portions of carbohy-
drates, fats, proteins,
vitamins, minerals,
and water. We should
include more vegeta-

bles and fruits in our daily life
as vegetables can provide nu-
trients vital for health and
maintenance of your body.
Food is essential to drive away
hunger and malnutrition.
Our body needs sufficient
food to survive through. It
gives us the required energy
and sufficient nutrients to
grow and develop to be
healthy and energetic, to
move around, work, exercise,
play, think and learn.

Eradicating hunger and
malnutrition is one of the
vital issue of in this society.
Not only do the consequences
of not enough or lack of food
cause suffering in hunger and
detrimental health, they are
also slow in progress in many
other areas of development
like education and employ-
ment. Food safety is the im-
portant things of to describe
food handling, preparation,
and the storage of the food in
ways that foodborne illness.
Food can be transmitted from
a person to a person as well as
servers as the growth medi-
um of the bacteria that can
cause of the food poisoning.
The food is either spoiled dur-
ing production or transport or
thrown into the waste bins of
households, retailers or
restaurants. Further area of
concern is generation of
greenhouse gas like methane
by food waste which is filling
up the world's landfills. food is
a very basic necessity for
every human body to survive
and to be healthy.

Safe food now for a healthy tomorrow
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October 16: World Food Day
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Stronger economy

New Delhi: India has
emerged clearly much
stronger after the
COVID-19 pandemic
and it was acknowl-
edged by the world,
Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM)
member Sanjeev
Sanyal said on Friday.
Addressing an event
organised by the in-
dustry body
Confederation of
Indian Industry,
Sanyal said India is
the fastest-growing
major economy and
its economic growth
rate will be twice of
China's economic
growth. He also point-
ed out that India is the
5th largest economy
in the world, and the
country is finally at
the big table. "This re-
quires us to think
big," the EAC-PM
member said.

Flight service
New Delhi: Full-serv-
ice carrier Vistara on
Friday said it will
start services between
Pune and Singapore
from December 2. The
airline will also com-
mence daily services
between Mumbai and
Kathmandu from
November 15. There
will be 4x weekly
flights between Pune
and Singapore, start-
ing December 2, 2022.
The airline will oper-
ate its state-of-the-art
A321 neo aircraft with
a three-class configu-
ration on the route, ac-
cording to a release.
Currently, Vistara, a
joint venture between
Tatas and Singapore
Airlines, flies to 11
destinations.

Acquiring planes

Mumbai: Air India is
in discussions with
aircraft manufactur-
ers for acquiring
planes as the Tata
group-owned airline
plans to expand its
fleet by three times
compared to the cur-
rent size, a senior ex-
ecutive said. Air India
Chief Financial
Officer Vinod
Hejmadi also said the
airline is currently in
the "taxiing phase"
and it will take two
years before it takes
off, consolidates and
enters the growth
mode. Since taking
over Air India in
January this year,
Tatas have unveiled a
comprehensive trans-
formation plan for re-
viving the loss-mak-
ing airline.

Price hike
New Delhi: GCMMF,
which sells milk
under the Amul
brand, has hiked the
prices of Amul Gold
and buffalo milk by
Rs 2 per litre each
across all markets ex-
cept Gujarat. "Prices
have been increased
by Rs 2 per litre for
Amul Gold and buffa-
lo milk due to in-
crease in fat prices,"
Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing
Federation (GCMMF)
managing director R
S Sodhi told PTI.

LAKME FASHION WEEK

Bollywood actress Genelia Deshmukh with designer duo Varun and Nidhika during
Lakme Fashion Week, in Mumbai, Saturday, Oct. 15.

Washington, Oct 15: 

The Indian rupee has
weakened essentially due
to the strengthening of the
dollar index but it is hold-
ing well as compared to
currencies of other emerg-
ing market economies,
State Bank of India
Chairman Dinesh Khara
said. Depreciation of the
rupee is a cause of con-
cern, especially for a coun-
try which has significant
imports, Khara told PTI in
an interview on the side-
lines of the annual meet-
ing of the International
Monetary Fund and the
World Bank here on
Friday. The rupee closed at
82.19 against the US dollar
on Friday amid a firm
greenback overseas and
sliding crude oil prices.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 82.26
and witnessed a high of
82.12 and a low of 82.43 be-
fore settling at 82.19. The
dollar index, which gauges
the greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, advanced 0.56 per
cent to 112.99.

The Indian rupee is
doing pretty well, Khara
said. "Better than us was
only Indonesia, which is
generally a commodity
economy and Brazil. So,
these are the only two cur-
rencies which did better
than us," he said.

"It is essentially the
strengthening of the dol-
lar index... which is the
cause of the weakness
that we have seen in the
rupee," he said. "I would
say that the (Indian) cur-
rency has not behaved as
volatile as perhaps the
rest of the global curren-
cies," he added. Khara
said even though the
rupee is holding ground,
its depreciation is a cause
of concern. "It is very
much a cause of concern,
particularly for an econo-

my which has got signifi-
cant imports. But... when
the dollar is struggling,
how much can the rupee
hold? Still, I think in the
given situation and cir-
cumstances, the rupee is
holding well," he said.
Referring to the interven-
tions by the Reserve Bank
of India, he said they are
ways to check volatility.

"Typically speaking, fi-
nancial markets don't real-
ly appreciate the volatility.
It is also one of the func-
tions (of the RBI) to en-
sure orderly movement of
the currency," he said. "To
that extent, it is more or
less holding its value. But
in the larger interests, per-
haps some kind of inter-
ventions are required.
And that is being done,"
he said.

Indian rupee's depreciation
essentially due to strengthening

of dollar index: SBI chairman

Jaipur, Oct 15: 

Reacting to the decision
of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) to cut
oil production by 2 million
barrels per day, Union
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri on Friday said India
will do all that is required
to ensure its energy secu-
rity and affordability. He
said if required, India will
go for diversification of
energy sources. "This is
their (OPEC's) sovereign
right what they want to do
but equally it is my job to
point out that all actions
have consequences, in-
tended or unintended.
India will be able to navi-
gate through the situation

with confidence," the pe-
troleum and natural gas
minister said at the GEO
India 2022 conference here.
"We will not allow any
shortages to come in. The
government will do all
that is required to ensure
energy security and af-
fordability," he told re-
porters.

Puri said as per the esti-
mates of the sector, con-

sumption of fuel will in-
crease and 25 per cent of
the global demand in next
20 years will be from India.
Therefore, he said, the
prime minister took the
decision to open up explo-
ration and production in
the sector. "We have diver-
sified the sources from
where we source energy
and will diversify it fur-
ther," he said. The minis-
ter, who was in Jaipur to
inaugurate the GEO India
2022 conference, said going
by the import statistics of
the last six months, Saudi
Arabia was the number
one supplier and then Iraq
became the second largest
supplier but India has the
autonomy to take its deci-
sions.

India will do all that is required to ensure
energy security, affordability: Puri

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

India is expected to be
among the fastest growing
major economies this fiscal,
geopolitical turbulence
notwithstanding, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
opined at last month's meet-
ing of the rate setting panel
MPC while going with the
majority to raise the repo
rate by 50 basis points to
tame inflation.

Members of the high-
powered panel, however,
had different views on the
future trajectory of rate
hikes to contain price rise,
as per minutes of the meet-
ing released on Friday. The
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), which

recommends the bi-month-
ly monetary policy, consists
of six members -- three
from the RBI including the
Governor and three exter-
nal members appointed by
the cental government.
External member Ashima
Goyal had voted for only a
35 basis points (bps) hike in
the short-term lending rate
(repo), while another gov-

ernment appointed mem-
ber Jayanth R Varma made
a case for a pause in rate
hikes in future, showed
minutes of the MPC meet-
ing held during September
28-30. Five members of the
MPC, including Varma, had
voted for a 50 basis points
(bps) increase in the repo
rate. In his intervention,
Governor Das, who heads
the rate setting panel,
opined that India is expect-
ed to be among the fastest
growing major economies
despite geopolitical turbu-
lence. "While high frequen-
cy indicators are showing
continued momentum in
activity, global factors are
putting pressure on exter-
nal demand. "The growth

projection of 7.0 per cent for
2022-23, therefore, carries
risks which are broadly bal-
anced. Whatever be the un-
folding scenario, India is ex-
pected to be among the
fastest growing major
economies in the world,"
the minutes quoted him as
saying.

Going forward, Das said,
monetary policy needs to
remain watchful and nim-
ble, based on incoming data
and evolving conditions. On
September 30, the RBI had
raised the short-term lend-
ing rate for the third con-
secutive time by 50 bps to
take the repo rate to 5.9 per
cent. Since May it has cu-
mulatively increased the
key interest rate by 190 bps.

India to be among fastest growing economies
despite global headwinds: RBI Guv

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

Cricket is a religion in
India and every Indian be-
comes passionate and emo-
tional every time Team
India plays. Men in Blue
are absolutely adored by
the crazy cricket fans and
we see a wave of patriotic
fervour in the country dur-
ing this time with umpteen
prayers through hawans,
hopes and positive vibes
all around. Mumbai based
NGO Cheering Squad
India Foundation (CSIF), a
social arm under spiritual
start-up My Omnamo, who
are the pioneers in online
puja segment, spiritual
products, temple bookings
has launched a spiritual
campaign this cricket sea-
son with a 'Maha Yadnya'
to bring in collective
prayers for Team India.
The first“Vijayi Bhava
Maha Yadnya” was per-
formed today in

Trimbakeshwar, which is
one of the twelve
Jyotirlingas near Nashik
to mark the beginning of
the initiative.

This is an attempt to
unite India under one
voice of “#vijayibhavain-
dia” and to bring the ICC
T20 World Cup trophy
home one more time. The
organizers  have urged
Indians to participate &
contribute in the yadnya
from all the cities and
cheer for the Indian
Cricket Team. LIVE

Yadnya will be streamed
on the platform
www.cheerforindia.org
and masses can also make
their contributions
through the same.

Around, 101 location
across India like Chennai,
Tirupati, Sriperambadur,
Pune, Vellore, Sindhudurg,
Hyderabad, Aurangabad
and various spiritual cities
& temples, community
halls, and vedic pathshalas
across the country will
host the Maha Yadnya on
world cup match days.

CSIF launches  ‘Vijayi
Bhava Maha-Yadnya’ 

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

Fast growing sports plat-
form Fun88 continues to
stay invested on growing its
presence in the Indian mar-
ket. In a bit to attract new
users and become the go-to
destination for all things
sport, Fun88 continues to
ride high on partnerships,
sponsorships, advertising
and brand campaigns.

Taking a step forward
and strengthening its exist-
ing partnership with
Darren Sammy, India’s fa-
vorite sports platform now
launches its latest brand
campaign with the central
messaging of ‘Battles are
meant to be fought on digi-
tal playgrounds and not on
ground’. Fun88 had roped in

Darren Sammy as its brand
ambassador in July 2021.
Spread across three brand
films, Fun88’s campaign
showcases Darren in three
distinct avatars where he is
seen breaking up fights and
urging people to fight it out
on Fun88’s digital play-

ground. Contrary to his reg-
ular jersey look, Darren is
seen wearing a mukut or a
crown in one film, while he
dons an actors’ look in an-
other. The third film is
placed in the setting of the
highly popular sport of
rooster fighting.

Fun88’s latest advertising campaign showcases
Darren Sammy in three interesting avatars

Bengaluru, Oct 15: 

Ahead of the most auspicious
time of the year to buy gold
& jewelry, Amazon.in today
announced its ‘Dhanteras
Store’ which brings a wide
selection of specially curated
products ranging from gold
and silver coins, festive jew-
elry, pooja items, groceries &
household essentials, home
décor, electronics, large
appliances, smartphones,
accessories,digital gold and
much more. 
Customers can choose from
a host of leading brands such
as MMTC, Senco, Malabar
Gold and Diamonds, Mia by
Tanishq, Giva, Joyalukkas, PC
Chandra, Candere by Kalyan
Jewellers, Mellora,
Hershey’s, Redmi, Apple,

Samsung, Electrolux and
many more.  The ‘Dhanteras
Store’ will also offer the
largest selection of products
from thousands of emerg-
ingsmall and medium busi-
nesses at great value & con-
venience. From festive décor
products for home to gor-
geous ethnic wearfrom small
Indian businesses, customers
can explore the finest of fes-
tive selection that sellers
across India are offering.

Customers can also use voice

navigation with Alexa to

access the Dhanteras store

on their Amazon shopping

app (Android only). Users

can tap the Alexa icon on the

app and say “Alexa, take me

to Dhanteras store” to be

directed to the store. 

Amazon.in launches
‘Dhanteras Store’ 

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

Gulf carrier Emirates
operated a special flight
with Airbus A380 from
Dubai to Bengaluru on
Friday ahead of the launch
of the full-fledge service
with the aircraft from
October 30.

Emirates flight EK562
carrying 224 passengers
took off from Dubai
International Airport at 10
hrs and landed in
Bengaluru at 15:40 hrs
local time, Bangalore
International Airport Ltd
(BIAL), the private airport
operator, said in a state-
ment. This marks the full-
length double-decker jet-
liner's first commercial
flight to the southern
Indian airport. "Bengaluru
has become the first city in
south India to be served by
Emirates' flagship A380
services. The arrival of
this wide-body aircraft
today shows the opera-

tional capability and rising
passenger demand at BLR
Airport. The new A380
service will not only meet
the strong travel demand
but also help to stimulate
traffic between the two
markets," said Satyaki
Raghunath, chief strategy
and development officer at
BIAL. The Emirates A380
on the new route will be
operated daily in three
class configurations -- first,
business and economy.

India is a vast market
with high demand for
Emirates' services to desti-
nations across its network,
and the introduction of
A380 includes an addition-
al point in the country, said
Adnan Kazim, chief com-
mercial officer, Emirates.

Emirates to launch services with
A380 plane on Dubai-Bengaluru

route from Oct 30
New Delhi, Oct 15: 

Food and Consumer
Affairs Minister Piyush
Goyal on Friday said the
Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) should
emerge as a global player
and a pioneer in the field of
standardisation.

As standards are the key
pillar of growth and are
the new patents in the pres-
ent times, the minister said
BIS should become a
benchmark for quality con-
trol, quality assessment
and quality assurance. The
BIS is a statutory organisa-
tion under the Bureau of
Indian Standards Act, 1986.
"BIS as the national stan-
dard body should act as a
facilitator for the industry
by formulating Standards
that support zero defect,
zero effect and should
emerge as a global player
and pioneer in the field of
standardisation," Goyal

said in his video address at
an event organised to com-
memorate the World
Standard day.

The minister also asked
the stakeholders to make
India a quality conscious
nation and make Indian
quality a matter of pride
for every citizen. Minister
of State for Consumer
Affairs Ashwini Kumar
Choubey appreciated the
BIS efforts to involve stake-
holders in framing the
comprehensive strategy
document on national stan-
dardisation i.e. Standards
National Action Plan
(SNAP) 2022-27.

BIS should emerge as
global player in field of
standardisation: Goyal

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

India's forex reserves rose by
USD 204 million to USD
532.868 billion for the week
ended October 7 helped by a
jump in the value of gold hold-
ings, the Reserve Bank said on
Friday.
This is the first weekly rise in
the kitty since the seven days
ended August 27, when the
overall reserves stood at USD
571.56 billion. In the preceding
week ended September 30,
the overall reserves had
dropped by USD 4.854 billion
to USD 532.664 billion. The
reserves have been falling for
the past several weeks as the
central bank deploys the kitty

to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused majorly by
global developments. In
October 2021, the country's
forex kitty had reached an all-
time high of USD 645 billion.
Foreign Currency Assets
(FCA), a major component of
the overall reserves, saw a
drop of USD 1.311 billion to
USD 471.496 billion during the
week to October 7, according
to the Weekly Statistical
Supplement released by the
RBI on Friday. Expressed in
dollar terms, the foreign cur-
rency assets include the effect
of appreciation or depreciation
of non-US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in the for-
eign exchange reserves.

Forex reserves up by USD 204
million to USD 532 billion in

first weekly rise since August

Hrithik Roshan’s
favourite cheat
meal is ‘samosa’

B
ollywood star Hrithik Roshan has opened up
about the importance of family, his favourite
cheat meal and about the activity he en-

joys indulging in during his free time.
Talking about the importance of family

in the actor's life, he said live on Roposo's
show 'Red Carpet Premiere': "Family is
life. It is what makes me - ME. Family are
the people I enjoy my life with and to enjoy
that life I go to work." "I go to work, build
things there and bring it back to my world
so that I can enjoy it with my people.
Family is the most important for me."

The actor further emphasised on his
philosophy of maintaining a work-life
balance and having a strong mindset of
not mixing family and work. Pointing
out that 'Vikram Vedha' marks
Hrithik's 25th film as an actor, he was
asked about his most favourite on
screen character. Hrithik said: "Very
very difficult question. If I had to
say which is the character that I
had the most fun doing, that would
be a tough choice between Kabir
(War 2019) and Vedha (Vikram
Vedha 2022). They both were
equally stimulating." Speaking
about the activity he enjoys in-
dulging in during his free time,
Hrithik said: "I like to read in my free
time. I love finding a place where I
can just sit and read. When I read it
means that I am stress free, I can't
read if I'm in character for my films
or attending to work commitments.
I can only read when my mind is ab-
solutely free. It's an activity that I
cherish." Hrithik who is known to
be a disciplined fitness enthusiast,
spoke about his favourite food & go-to
cheat meal. "It has got to be samosa,
and specifically the ones that you get
in theatres. It's amazing how many I
can eat at one time," said the actor.

The actor was seen at his candid
best as he named and proceeded to
sing one of his favourite songs - 'Gore
gore banke chhore' sung by Amirbai
Karnataki & Lata Mangeshkar from
the 1950 film 'Samadhi'.

Signing off, Hrithik shared: "My next
film is Fighter. It is starting in
November and is directed by Siddharth
Anand. Currently I'm prepping for the
film and I'm confused & uncertain what
can I do with my character. The
search is on."

ACROSS

1. Duos

5. Guinness of "Star Wars"

9. Not fresh

14. Long ago

15. Buddhist monk

16. Town's announcer

17. Useful

19. Cowboy show

20. Wriggly fish

21. Prayer's end

22. Measuring devices

23. Pen point

24. Opera highlights

26. Film reel

29. Water vapor

30. ____ Vegas

33. Upper body

34. Athletic group

35. Opera star

36. Aged

38. Certain football players

40. Scrapes by

41. Discharge

43. Watchful

44. Golf goal

45. Drizzly

46. Ziti, e.g.

47. Copenhagen natives

48. Crafty

49. Smudges

52. Carry around

54. No longer is

57. San Diego athlete

58. Water ____ (like some watches)

60. Heavenly being

61. Lucille ____

62. Pimples

63. Indigent

64. False god

65. Ode

DOWN

1. Kind

2. Eroded

3. Verbal

4. 1/60th of a minute (abbr.)

5. Out on ____ (2 wds.)

6. Delicate fabric

7. Radiate

8. ____ Ripken of baseball

9. Shriek

10. Horses' gaits

11. Assistant

12. Sly look

13. Love deity

18. Clothes maker

22. Home of the Dolphins

23. Nuzzles

25. House-selling business
26. Sharply inclined
27. ____ dot
28. Sequence
29. Stump
30. Green fruits
31. Ward off
32. Yule visitor
35. Put off
37. Slants
39. Italian seaport
42. As a substitute
45. Hardly ever
47. Risked
48. Motionless
49. Stretch across
50. Horse's hair
51. Blade part
53. Norwegian capital
54. Texas city
55. Green Gables girl
56. Plant stalk
58. Baseball stat
59. Strike lightly
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This is a good time to take control of the
situation, Aquarius. You've done your
preparation and now it's time to put it to
good use. You're about to face your enemy
eye to eye. Have confidence in your train-
ing. There's an extra alertness to you that
helps you fight any battles. You have a
strong awareness of the energy around
you, so use this to your advantage.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Don't be surprised if the old-fashioned,
practical solution doesn't make the grade
today, Pisces. Probably the new devices
and special electronic shortcuts will be
the most impressive thing going. This is
the classic case of the new, improved ver-
sion replacing the old, slow one. You need
to upgrade your system sooner or later, so
you might as well do it now.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may be able to zip through chores like
lightning today, Aries. There's an added
swiftness to your step that helps in every
one of your endeavors. You might want to
engage in just about every activity except
work. This is completely understandable.
You will feel much better if you get your
work done first and then socialize. That
plan will produce the best results.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You're likely to go to extremes today on
many levels, Taurus. The problem is that
you may encounter opposition every-
where you turn. There's an incredible
stubbornness to the day that is evident in
everyone's mood, especially yours. Keep
in mind that if you want cooperation and
resolution, you will need to compromise.
Try to see other people's needs as well.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Grab hold of the day's boisterous energy
and run with it, Gemini. This is a good
time to kick up your heels and have fun.
You might find that people are a bit more
high-strung than usual, so you may need
to use your ability to go with the flow.
The more relaxed you are, the more
relaxed others will be when they're
around you.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You might be frustrated by the fact that
people are doing things hastily today,
Cancer. You might have to accept the
fast-paced energy of the day just so you
can keep up. Don't worry if you engage in
activities that aren't carefully planned
beforehand. You will find spontaneous fri-
volity to be extremely rewarding on a day
like this. Expect the unexpected.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

People may come into conflict with you
today, Leo. More than likely, the issue at
hand will have to do with others being a
bit too focused on themselves, while
you're more concerned with the collec-
tive. Try to be a bit more understanding as
people demand more of your attention.
There's an unmistakable passion in the air
that will grant you more zest for life.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Jump-start the day with a smile, Virgo. Your
generosity and sincerity won't go unnoticed
on a day like this. People will probably need
more attention than usual, so take the time
to attend to the emotions of those you love.
The key is to not let yourself get emotional-
ly drained in the process. Fill yourself up
with the lively, fun-loving energy of the day.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There could be an unexpected tension
coming out of nowhere today, Libra.
More than likely your emotions will be
running at a high level. It could be that
your aggressiveness and assertiveness
start to annoy others. People might snap
suddenly. Don't be surprised if things
come without much warning. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your slow and steady approach might
be met with a bit of opposition today,
Scorpio. People could be demanding of
your time and energy. It's one of those
days in which the people behind you in
line at a coffee shop might give you
dirty looks if you take too long to make
up your mind.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

This is a terrific day for you, Sagittarius,
and you will find that the fast pace of
the day suits you well for what you need
to get done. There's a general feeling of
grandeur in the air that reminds you to
take your time when getting dressed.
Feel free to go all out today. Put on a lav-
ish display wherever you go.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Do your best to keep up today, Capricorn.
Things might move quickly. You may be
raising your hand and waiting politely for
someone to call on you. This is one of those
days in which other people will be so con-
cerned about themselves that they proba-
bly won't notice you at all. If you want to
take your turn, you should probably just
stand up and be proactive.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 451
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T
his Sunday, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
T e l e v i s i o n ’ s

singing reality show,
‘Indian Idol – Season 13’
that will host the
‘Leading Ladies Special’
episode will for the first
time witness veteran
actor Sharmila Tagore
grace the episode and
enjoy some melodious
performances put for-
ward by the Top 15 con-
testants. Leaving the
judges – Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani emotional and
leaving Sharmila ji
t e a r y - e y e d ,
# K a m a a l K i K a v y a
Limaye from Gujarat
will be seen performing
on ‘Ruke Ruke Se
Kadam’ and ‘Hum The
Jinke Sahare.’

While Kavya earned
mighty praises for the
performance, Sharmila
Ji will be seen making a
very important point
about how in today’s
time, television is ruled
by women. Post Kavya’s
performance, applaud-
ing women in the busi-
ness of film & television,
Sharmila Ji shares, “I
think the power of

women is great in our
Indian history. Earlier,
women in the film indus-
try restricted themselves
to specific jobs like
make-up etc. But today,
we have progressed a lot
and women are seen tak-
ing charge of bigger
roles like directors, pro-
ducers and so on and so
forth.” She then turns to
judge Neha Kakkar and
proudly says, “We also
have our female judge

who is doing a fabulous
job!” Overwhelmed with
such mighty praises and
the power of women
Kavya Limaye, “First of
all, I am elated to have re-
ceived the opportunity to
perform in form of
Sharmila Ma’am. Never
in my life did I imagine
that I will be singing in
front of her. More so, as a
women, I feel even more
empowered after
Sharmila ji spoke about

how women in today’s
day and age are strong,
passionated, dedicated
and skilled with their
craft. I will never forget
this day and I thank the
platform of Indian Idol
for this opportunity.”

Be sure to tune in to
Indian Idol – Season 13
‘Leading Ladies Special’
episode this Sunday at
8:00 PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

‘Today, TV is ruled by women’

WWhhyy  GGaanngguubbaaii??  CCoonnssiiddeerriinngg  iitt
bbeeiinngg  aann  uunnccoonnvveennttiioonnaall  cchhooiiccee
ffoorr  aa  lleeaaddiinngg  aaccttrreessss..  HHooww  ddiidd
yyoouu  pprreeppaarree  ffoorr  tthhee  rroollee??
Gangubai, turns things around
and creates an extraordinary
life for herself. She is shame-
less but also sensitive, though
at the same time is vulnerable,
selfish but also selfless, always
surprising you. So, to portray
these emotions was where my
intrigue began. I’ve never set
foot in the world where she
comes from. My preparation
was mainly to follow Sanjay
sir’s instructions. We began
with this phase when she was
still just Gangu and had not yet
evolved into Gangubai. I read
Hussain Zaidi’s book as a part
of my research, watched
movies about the subject mat-
ter, watched documentaries to
observe facial expressions and
body language. Beginning with
the character, voice, sound,
and other elements, there was
still a lot of pulling and push-
ing. There was this certain
Gujarati Kathiawadi sort of
accent – a twang that I needed
to perfect as it was very impor-
tant to the role without overdo-
ing it so that it sounds natural.
This is also the lowest base I’ve
ever spoken in.  Becoming one
with the character takes time

but I distinctly recall a
sequence in which I believe Sir
was joyful, and I thought I had
begun to get the character at
this point. It was the most cre-
atively satisfying experience
for me ever, of my life.
TToo  ppllaayy  aa  llaaddyy  aass  ffiieerrccee  aass
GGaanngguu,,  hhooww  hhaass  yyoouurr  lliiffee
bbeeeenn  ppoosstt  tthhee  ffiillmm??  WWhhaatt  aarree
yyoouurr  ttaakkeeaawwaayyss??
I still haven't detached myself
from Gangubai. Portraying
Gangubai, in all her strength
and complexity, was the
toughest task. She was an
emotional character, a rebel,
but still shows a lot of angst
for situations she finds her-
self in. I think it's not some-
thing I can point out or list
down, it's changed me as a
person. Gangu has managed
to more than just survive
after whatever life has
thrown her way. Come what
may; she doesn't give up. She
lets herself feel vulnerable,
she allows herself to be a nor-
mal girl who's just human.
She doesn't care about the
world's opinion of her, she is
honest to herself, makes her-
self heard, which in my opin-
ion is remarkable. She truly
genuinely cares, hence, is so
loved by all. I admire these
traits.

‘I still haven’t detached
myself from Gangubai’

The recently released
film 'Aye Zindagi',

which stars Revathi and
Satyajeet Dubey, has been
declared tax-free in
Rajasthan by the state gov-
ernment.

Directed by Anirban
Bose and Produced by
Shiladitya Bora, the film
brings to life the impor-
tance of organ donation
and is based on an true
story.

Responding to the news,
producer Shiladitya Bora
said: "We wish to thank
the Rajasthan government
for this gesture. Making it
tax-free will allow more
people to see how organ
donation transforms lives
and gives hope to lakhs of
people who would other-
wise die waiting for an
organ."

Revathi-starrer 

‘Aye Zindagi’ goes 

tax-free in Rajasthan

Manushi Chhillar goes
without sleep for 15

nights for ‘Tehran’

A
ctress Manushi Chhillar wrapped up her
upcoming project 'Tehran' alongside ac-
tion star John Abraham, with back to

back night shoots for 15 consecutive days. The
film that went on-floors a few months ago, was

shot exhaustively across Glasgow, Mumbai and
Delhi. The third schedule of 'Tehran' began in the

last week of September and she shot over a period of 15
days, consisting of rigorous night shoots through the
bylanes of Delhi. Manushi says, "I want to learn and
grow with every project that I get an opportunity to
do. I want to constantly evolve into becoming an

actor who is formidable in her craft and depend-
able to deliver performances that hopefully touch

the hearts and minds of audiences. Tehran is
one such film." She adds, "Shooting for 'Tehran'
was an enriching experience. I learnt some-
thing new every single day! In the run-up to
the film's wrap, I was only shooting nights!"
"So, I might have ended up with 15 sleepless
nights but I was satiated as an artiste be-
cause I got to understand the craft so dif-

ferently, primarily because the
genre is so exciting.

A
ctress Mrunal
Thakur says she
never shies way

from playing any role on
screen, be it that of a
mother or sister, as long
as the story is good.

Read excerpts:
What personality

traits of your own do
you see reflected in the
brand Mishru?

Mrunal: Fun, easy,
breezy. A nature lover and
contemporary. If you see
the kind of films I do,
they are progressive but
rooted to culture, tradi-
tion, family. That's the
vibe I see when I see
Mishru outfits.

Do you think that
fashion and acting are
integral parts of each
other? How do you feel
walking the runway as
a showstopper?

Mrunal: I am really
happy that the designers
have so much faith in me.
It was always a dream for
me to walk for a designer.
I remember while in
school, during recess me
and my girls used to cat-
walk in the corridors.
And now when I talk to
them and tell them that
I'm walking for Swapna's
brand Mishru, they feel
so happy and give me tips
like don't move your
shoulder too much, don't
smile too much as I have a
habit of smiling. Small
inputs that keep it real.
I'm really happy every-
body is showing immense
trust in me. So that really
makes me feel good. And

I'm happy to be able to
represent and wear such
beautiful Indian designs.
I would really like to take
Indian designers to an in-
ternational platform and
show them how big the
country is.

How do you pick your
projects? Did you ever
fear picking avant-
garde roles that actors
shy away from?

Mrunal: I am not shy
about playing a mother or
a sister. I just choose a
film if the story is good.

When it comes to
beauty and makeup, do
you believe that less is
more or do you like to
experiment?

Mrunal: Well, it de-
pends. Less is more in my
personal life. But when it
comes to work, I like to go
a little quirky and over
the top and drama. I love
a little the drama when it
comes to going out and
experiment. So, there are
moods and vibes.

What projects are you
looking forward to?

Mrunal: 'Pippa' is going
to release on December 2.
And it's based on India-
Bangladesh 1971 war. I
wasn't really aware about
this war until I did this
film, and discovered so
many beautiful things
and the kinds of efforts
that people had taken at
that time. It's a lovely
story. We have Ishaan
Khattar, Priyanshu and
Soni Razdan in the film.
In February, we have
'Gumrah' releasing, then
'Aankh Mein Choli',
'Pooja Meri Jaan' is also
releasing. I'm really excit-
ed for the next year.
Because I will be playing
different genres like
human drama, thriller,
comedy.

I don’t shy away from playing the
mother or sister: Mrunal Thakur
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Melbourne, Oct 15 (PTI):

The Indian team could
not have risked playing
star pacer Jasprit
Bumrah in the T20 World
Cup with a dodgy back
while his replacement
Mohammad Shami is on
his way to full recovery
from COVID-19, said cap-
tain Rohit Sharma on
Saturday.

Speaking at the cap-
tains' media interaction
ahead of the T20 World
Cup, Rohit gave an update
on Shami, who has been
drafted into the squad de-
spite having not played a
competitive game since
July.

"Shami had COVID two-
three weeks ago. He was
called to the NCA then, he
worked hard for the last 10
days and he is in
Brisbane. He will practice
with us tomorrow," Rohit
said.

"Whatever we have
heard on his recovery is
positive. He did three four
bowling sessions with full
intensity. We have made a
lot of effort to do player
management over the last
12 months but injuries
happen. If you see, whoev-
er has come into the
squad, he has got matches
under his belt."

Bumrah was ruled out
of the tournament with a
back injury, leaving a big

hole in the bowling de-
partment. While the bat-
ting has come a long way
in the last one year, bowl-
ing remains the team's
weak link.

"Bumrah is a quality
bowler. We spoke to a lot
of specialists about his
(back) injury but the re-
sponse was not very posi-
tive. World Cup is impor-
tant but his career is more
important, he is only 27-
28.

"We could not have
risked playing him here,
that is what the special-
ists also said. We will miss
him," said Rohit.

Injuries are unfortu-
nate but inevitable and
that is one of the main
reasons why India fo-
cused on creating a bigger
pool of players over the
last 12 months, said the
skipper.

Be it in batting or bowl-
ing, India gave a lot of op-
portunities to youngsters
after their early exit from
the World Cup 12 months
ago, besides drastically
changing their playing
style.

"Injuries are part and
parcel of the sport. If you
play so many matches , in-
juries will happen. Our
focus in the last one year
has been on increasing
our bench strength. You
must have seen we played
new guys whenever there

was an opportunity," he
said. Rohit said the team
has to make the best use
of available resources

rather than thinking
about the injured.

"There is no point being
disappointed about it.
What needs to be done is
the important thing. It
was a conscious effort to
come here (Australia)
early, we played two prac-
tice games and two more
to go.

"We will be fully pre-

Melbourne, Oct 15 (PTI):

South Africa skipper
Temba Bavuma feels there

is not a lot of expectation
from his side but it's not all
"doom and gloom" for the
Proteas at the T20 World
Cup despite their recent
woes. South Africa, who
will head to the marquee
event on the back of their
white-ball series loss to
India, have been hit by a
spate of injuries. The
Proteas will miss the serv-

ices of Rassie van der
Dussen and Dwaine
Pretorius. Skipper Bavuma
himself is under pressure

as he has not been in good
nick since his return from
an elbow injury. "I think it's
not all doom and gloom for
us. We're excited. We're
looking forward to this
tournament and how far
we can go," Bavuma said at
the captains' press confer-
ence on Saturday.

"To be honest, the guys
are in good spirits. We've

Melbourne, Oct 15 (PTI):

The lack of favourites
tag doesn't bother New

Zealand captain Kane
Williamson, who says
they "don't really have a
choice in what people
call" the last edition's
runner-up team heading
into the T20 World Cup.

New Zealand reached
the final of the T20
World Cup in the UAE
last year where they lost
to Australia.

After losing the 2019
World Cup by the small-
est of margins to
England, New Zealand
went on to win the inau-
gural ICC Test
Championship title,
beating India in the final
last year. However, de-
spite their consistency
in recent years, an ICC
title in limited overs
cricket remains elusive.

"Yeah, I mean, we don't
really have a choice in
what people call us, but
for us we came here and
try and focus on the
cricket that we want to
play and address what's
in front of us,"
Williamson said at the
captains' press confer-
ence here on Saturday.

The unassuming Kiwi
added: "We had a pretty
memorable World Cup a
few months back and
played these guys in the

final. It was a great

game of cricket, and
these sorts of tourna-
ments are always pretty
special to be a part of.

"Everybody has differ-
ent tags and rankings
that go up and down
throughout the year, and
I suppose they end up
with different names.
But you come here in
tournament sport on
any day, anything can
happen, especially look-
ing across all these
teams with match win-
ners throughout."

New Zealand have a
formidable record at ICC
events. They have
reached the last two
World Cup finals, fin-
ished third or better at
the last two T20 World
Cups and won the inau-
gural World Test
Championship.

Since their runners-up
finish at the last T20
World Cup, New Zealand
have had a series of
favourable results, in-
cluding series win
against the West Indies.
However, they lost to
Pakistan in a tri-series
final on Friday in
Christchurch.

The Kiwis will play
two warm-up matches,
one against South Africa
and India on October 17
and 19, respectively be-
fore the main tourna-
ment. New Zealand will
open their campaign
against defending cham-
pions Australia in
Sydney on October 22.

Shami has shown positive signs 
in his recovery, we couldn’t have

risked playing Bumrah: Rohit

It’s not all doom and
gloom for us: Bavuma
ahead of World Cup

We don’t really have a 
choice in what people call us:

Kane  Williamson

All the 
captains at the 
2022 Men’s T20 

World Cup 
get  together 
for a selfie.

Sylhet, Oct 15 (PTI):

India maintained their
dominance in the Women's
Asia Cup with an eight-
wicket demolition of a self-
destructing Sri Lanka in
the final here on Saturday
for their seventh title in
eight editions.

Sri Lanka, who were
playing their first tourna-
ment final in 14 years, im-
ploded after opting to bat
on a slow and turning
pitch. They could only
manage 65 for nine which
India knocked off in 8.3
overs. Smriti Mandhana
struck a sublime 51 not out
off 25 balls.

It was a procession after
Sri Lankan skipper
Chamari Athapaththu got
run out in the third over
following a mix up with
Anushka Sanjeewani who
too got run out six balls
later. Renuka, who has
been in top form since the
Commonwealth Games in
August, sent back Hasini
Perera on the very first ball
she faced. The left-hander
checked her shot only to be

caught at cover, leaving Sri
Lanka at nine for four.

The Sri Lankans were in
dire need of a partnership
but Kavisha Dilhari's fall
made it 16 for five as she
was bowled while trying to
play an incoming delivery
from Renuka across the
line. Rajeshwari
Gayakwad got her first

wicket after Nilakshi de
Silva played on to her
stumps while trying to cut
a ball close to her body. At
32 for eight, being bowled
out for a sub-50 total was
very much on the cards,
but Ranaweera saved them
from that ignominy with
an unbeaten 18 off 22 balls.

The Indians bowled with

discipline but poor shot se-
lection contributed more to
Sri Lanka's steep slide.
After a memorable win
over Pakistan in the semifi-
nals, it seemed the occa-
sion got the better of Sri
Lanka. India lost Shafali
Verma and Jemimah
Rodrigues cheaply in the
run chase. However, both

the batters did well in the
tournament, with Shafali
getting back to form and
Jemimah making a suc-
cessful comeback from in-
jury. The elegant
Mandhana played some ex-
quisite strokes on way to
completing the formality
alongside skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur (11 not
out off 14). Smriti's effort
included three sixes and
six boundaries. Fittingly,
she sealed the win with a
maximum off Oshadi
Ranasinghe. The win is a
shot in the arm for India's
preparations for the T20
World Cup next year. They
were able to test players for
different roles during the
competition, though that
also contributed to their
only loss in the tourna-
ment, against Pakistan in
the league stage. The
Indians took a lap of the
Sylhet International
Cricket Stadium and, in a
fine gesture, got clicked
with the entire groundstaff
after their triumph, which
was witnessed by a sizeable
turnout.

Renuka, Mandhana guide
India to seventh Asia Cup title Sylhet, Oct 15 (PTI):

India captain
Harmanpreet Kaur lauded
her bowlers and the fielding
unit after the team's tri-
umphant campaign in the
Women's Asia Cup, which
ended with a lop-sided final
against Sri Lanka here on
Saturday.

India maintained their
dominance in the tourna-
ment with an eight-wicket
demolition of a self-destruc-
ting Sri Lanka in the title
clash for their seventh title
in eight editions.

Sri Lanka, who were play-
ing their first tournament
final in 14 years, imploded
after opting to bat on pitch
that was slow and offered
turn. They could only man-
age 65 for nine which India
knocked off in 8.3 overs.
Smriti Mandhana struck a
sublime 51 not out off 25
balls.

"We should credit our
bowlers. Our fielding unit
was good from ball one and
we discussed that we should
not give away easy runs. You
have to read the wicket and
accordingly place the field-
ers in right positions,"
Harmanpreet said at the
presentation ceremony. "We
read the wicket well and po-

sitioned fielders accordingly.
We were not looking at the
scoreboard but only decided
our five-over targets. We
never thought about what is
the total on the board and
batted accordingly."

Player of the Match
Renuka Singh sent back
Hasini Perera on the very
first ball she faced. The
pacer finished with excel-
lent figures of 3/5 in the
final.

"Very happy because the
last few games I didn't bowl
well. I practiced with my
coach and the staff and they
really helped me get back
my rhythm.

"Just focussed on my ba-
sics and got success. My
whole team supported me
really well and credit should
go to my captain, coach and
the staff," Renuka said.

All-rounder Deepti
Sharma, who gave away just
seven runs in her four overs,
was declared the Player of
the Series.

"Really happy with the
way we performed as unit
from the first game till today.
We executed what was dis-
cussed in the meeting. I just
back my strengths and those
things helped me a lot in
this tournament.

"The wickets were slow
and before this tournament,
I worked a lot on my batting
and those sessions really
helped me. This win gives us
a lot of confidence going
into the upcoming series as
well," Deepti said.

We should give credit to bowlers
and fielders: Harmanpreet

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15 (PTI):

The Indian team is not
up to the mark technically,
coach Thomas Dennerby
on Saturday concluded
after his side bowed out of
the FIFA U-17 Women's
World Cup with back-to-
back losses.

Hosts India conceded
three goals in the second
half to suffer a humiliat-
ing 0-3 defeat to Morocco
in their second Group A
match and crash out of the
tournament here on
Friday.

Before the loss to
Morocco, India were
thrashed 8-0 by the USA in
their opener, with Brazil
awaiting the hosts in their
last match.

"I am proud of my girls
for their performance yes-
terday but not very happy
with the result at the end.
But they gave it all on the
pitch," said Dennerby.

"I know we are out of
the tournament but still I

am happy about the way
my girls fought till the end.
Our fitness level wasn't a
problem. But we are not
up to the mark technically.
This is one area where we
need to work harder," he
pointed out. After keeping
their rivals at bay till the

half time, India conceded
thrice after the break in
front of a strong crowd at
the Kalinga Stadium.

"I was trying to organise
our team game for so long
and have been practising
to play the final and the
crucial pass with accuracy.

We should have scored one
when Anita was in a one-
on-one situation with the
rival keeper in the second
half," the 64-year-old said.

"Football is mainly a
sport of skills and we have
a little bit more to do in
this area. That's the truth,"
he said.

Meanwhile, defender
Shubhangi Singh, who
had a good day in the of-
fice against Morocco, said,
"Yes the result is disap-
pointing but we did our
best. We wanted to take
every chance we could.
Personally, for me, it was
really a challenge to tackle
and hold back Morocco at-
tackers, but I was focused
to give them a tough
fight."

The result notwith-
standing, the Young
Tigresses displayed a
fighting spirit against
Morocco and dished out a
strong performance at the
back as well as in the mid-
dle of the field.

Kuwait City, Oct 15 (PTI):

The Indian football team went
down 2-4 against Iraq in its
opening fixture of the AFC U-
20 Championship Group H
qualifiers here.
The first goal of the match
came as early as in the second
minute on Friday, as Iraq
scored through Abdulrazzaq
Qasim's curling effort with the
outside of his boot.
India looked to respond imme-
diately, as both Gurkirat Singh
and Taison Singh created dan-
ger repeatedly for the rival
defence within a span of few
minutes but were brought
down with fouls.
The pressure paid off in the
22nd minute eventually as
Gurkirat scored with a timely
shot, after Vibin Mohanan
played in Taison, who laid it on
a plate for the forward.
Gurkirat turned from scorer to

provider in the 33rd minute as
he essayed a fine through
pass, with Maheson Singh
applying the finishing touch
with a dink over the goalkeep-
er. The Indians went into the
breather with the lead, with
Zahid Bukhari denying efforts
from Ashar Ali and Abbood
Rabah, and Amandeep stop-
ping Hayder Tofee in his tracks
with an excellent tackle in the
40th minute.

Bhopal, Oct 15: 

Bandhan Bank, the uni-
versal bank with inclusive
banking at its core, today
announced that it has
roped in Sourav Ganguly as
its Brand Ambassador.
Fondly called Dada and
The Maharaja of Indian
Cricket, Sourav Ganguly
will help amplify the brand
message of the Bank and
endorse the products and
services of the Bank.

The two brands share
common values. Ganguly
led the transformation of
the Indian cricket team in
the early 2000s, just like
Bandhan led the transfor-
mation of not-so-privileged
households in rural and
semi-urban India. Both are
iconic brands that have ori-
gins in Eastern India. Yet,
over the years, they have es-
tablished themselves well
in much larger geogra-
phies and are no more re-

gional icons. While
Ganguly is a global icon,
thanks to his cricketing
achievements, first as a
player, then as a captain,
and now as an administra-
tor, Bandhan Bank is a pan
India bank that provides
banking services to all, big
or small, through its 5,644
banking outlets spread
across 34 of the 36 states
and union territories in the
country.

Sourav Ganguly appointed
Brand Ambassador

We are not up to the mark technically, says coach Dennerby

Indian U-17 women footballers during a training session ahead of
World Cup 2022 match against Brazil, at Police Battalion ground in
Bhubaneswar, Oct. 15, Saturday.

India lose 2-4 to Iraq in
opening AFC U-20 Asian
Cup Qualifying fixture

Port Blair, Oct 15 (PTI): 

A Special Investigation
Team has been constitut-
ed to probe allegations
that a 21-year-old woman
in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands was lured to the
chief secretary's home by
promising a government
job and then raped by top
officials there.

The police registered a
case earlier this month
after the Chief Judicial
Magistrate of Port Blair
ordered its filing based on

a petition by the young
woman.

The court which took
cognisance of the com-
plaint accusing the then
chief secretary of the is-
land Jitendra Narain, a
1990 batch IAS officer,
and a labour commis-
sioner R L Rishi of rap-
ing the woman besides
naming a police officer
and hotel owner as
among accomplices in
the crime, also ordered
the probe on August 30.

The Aberdeen police
station registered the
case and a Special
Investigation Team head-
ed by a Senior
Superintendent of Police

was formed to probe the
serious allegation
against Narain, who is
currently posted as the
chairman and managing
director of the Delhi
Financial Corporation.

The woman alleged
she "was gang raped" by
the two officials after she
met them for a job.

She said as her father
and step-mother did not
take care of her financial
needs, she needed a job
and was introduced by
some people to the
labour commissioner as
he was close to the then
chief secretary.

The woman claimed
that the chief secretary

appointed "7,800 candi-
dates" in various depart-
ments in the administra-
tion of the islands "on
the basis of recommen-
dation only" and without
any "formal interview".

When contacted,
Narain told PTI that he
cannot comment on the
issue as the matter is sub
judice.

The woman lodged the
complaint with the po-
lice on August 21 in
which she gave a detailed
account of the alleged
sexual attack on her
twice on April 14 and
May 1 - and requested
that the CCTV footage of
the then chief secretary's

residence be preserved
as evidence.

She has also requested
a Test Identification
Parade of the employees
a cook and a driver - pres-
ent at the chief secre-
tary's residence.

The complainant has
recorded her statement
under section 164 of the
Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC) before the
chief metropolitan mag-
istrate detailing the alle-
gation.

Anyone giving a state-
ment under this clause of
the CrPC will face per-
jury charges in case it
turns out to be false.

In her statement, the

woman claimed she was
taken to the IAS officer's
residence at 9 pm on
April 14.

"The then Chief
Secretary Shri Jitendra
Narain, IAS, assured me
that he will very shortly
arrange a Govt job in
any Department and to
be in touch with Shri
Rishi for updates," she
claimed in the FIR.

She claimed that they
assured her of a govern-
ment job but, subse-
quently, she was brutally
sexually abused by the
two men.

The then CS also
threatened her to finish
her and family members

if she revealed to anyone
what had happened to
her, she alleged.

On May 1, she was
again taken to the chief
secretary's residence
where she was raped by
him.

She has also filed a sep-
arate complaint with the
police against a local
journalist, who allegedly
gave hints about her
identity, and a police offi-
cer for leaking informa-
tion about the case, offi-
cials said.

According to sources
close to Narain, he joined
as chief secretary of
Andaman and Nicobar
Island in March 2021.

AIIMS starts special drive to 
clear items awaiting disposal

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The AIIMS here
has launched a drive
to clear items await-
ing disposal, includ-
ing old files and
records, as well as
take up sanitation, re-
pair and mainte-
nance works as part

of the central govern-
ment's month-long cam-
paign focused on clean
workplaces.

The 'Special Campaign
2.0' was launched on
October 2 by the Centre for
ensuring cleanliness, in-
cluding disposal of scrap,
and reducing pendency in
government offices and de-
partments. In an order

'Launch of Special
Swachhata Campaign 2.0
for cleanliness in AIIMS,
New Delhi', issued on
October 13, the institute's
Director Dr M Srinivas has
listed the activities that
will be implemented over
the next 10 days.

Old office records and
files will be weeded out,
according to the manual
of office procedures, and
administrative in-
charges, including the
chief's of centres and
heads of departments,
will go to areas under
their control and monitor
cleanliness and sanitation
there, the order stated.

The cafeteria and hostel
mess will also be deep

cleaned and special focus
will be on maintaining
the highest standards of
hygiene and food safety, it
stated and added that the
engineering department
will take up repair and
maintenance work in all
areas, including residen-
tial, with a special focus
on aesthetics.

The order stated that
special focus will be on the
hygiene and cleanliness of
public and patient toilets.
Posters, wherever required
to be placed, will be on des-
ignated notice boards only
and no almirahs, equip-
ment, scrap will be kept in
corridors, it stated.

"A special condemnation
drive shall be taken up in

all areas to clear any items
which are awaiting con-
demnation. A detailed in-
ventory of all such items
shall be prepared and at
least three faculty mem-
bers shall sign on the same
certifying that the said
items are fit for condemna-
tion based on objective cri-
teria or service reports of
maintenance agencies,
etc," the order stated.

This list shall be imme-
diately forwarded to the
linked store section for or-
ganising a special condem-
nation drive, and till such
time the condemnation is
done, the items will be held
in designated yards or in
the vacant space in the
basement, it stated.

SC suspends HC order
acquitting Saibaba

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Saturday suspended the
Bombay High Court order
acquitting former Delhi
University (DU) professor
G N Saibaba and others in
a Maoist-links case, saying
the merits of the case was
not considered while
granting them the relief.

The top court rejected
Saibaba's request to order
his release from jail due to
his disability and health
conditions and put him
under house arrest after
the Maharashtra govern-
ment opposed the prayer,
saying nowadays, there is
a new tendency of "urban
Naxals" to seek house 
arrest.

It, however, allowed

Saibaba to move a fresh
bail application in the case.
The high court acquitted
Saibaba and others in the
case on Friday.

An apex court bench of
justices M R Shah and Bela
M Trivedi, which sat on a
non-working day to hear
the matter said, "We are of
the opinion that this is a fit
case to exercise powers
under Section 390 CrPC and
to suspend the impugned
judgment and order passed
by the high court."

It said, "We are of the
firm opinion that the im-
pugned judgment and order
passed by the high court is
required to be suspended.
For the reasons stated, the
impugned judgment and
order passed by the high
court is ordered to be sus-

pended till further orders."
It issued notice to

Saibaba and others and
sought their replies by
December 8 on a plea
moved by the Maharashtra
government against the
high court order and stayed
the release of all the ac-
cused in the case from jail.

It said that the offences
for which the accused were
convicted by the trial court
are very serious and
against the sovereignty and
integrity of the country
and a detailed scrutiny of
the judgment is required as
the high court did not con-
sider the merits of the case.

"The high court has not
at all dealt with and consid-
ered anything on the mer-
its of the judgment and
order passed by the trial

court, though even accord-
ing to the counsel appear-
ing on behalf of A-6
(Saibaba), the detailed sub-
missions were made on be-
half of the accused on mer-
its of the appeal and on the
judgment and order of con-
viction and sentence im-
posed by the trial court," 
it said.

The bench added that the
high court has discharged
the accused number 1-5
only on the ground that the
sanction was invalid,
mainly on the ground that
some material which was
placed before the appropri-
ate authority at the time of
sanction/review were
placed were available on
the very day and that no
reasons are given while
granting sanction.
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Convicts to remain in jail

MAOIST-LINKS CASE

̈ In Andaman
and Nicobar

Political strategist and Jan Suraj Abhiyan party chief Prashant Kishor being garlanded during his Jan Suraj Padyatra at
Chanpatia in West Champaran, Saturday. 

JAN SURAJ PADYATRA

Congress presidential candidate Shashi Tharoor being welcomed during his election campaign, in Guwahati, Saturday. 

ELECTION CAMPAIGN

Sw
ac

hh
at

a 
C

am
pa

ig
n

72 % of budgeted fund 
under MGNREGS released 

to states so far: Centre
New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Centre has re-
leased more than 72 per
cent of the total amount
allocated for MGNREGS
in the 2022-23 budget to
states so far, the Rural
Development Ministry
said on Saturday.

In the Union Budget for
2022-23, Rs 73,000 crore was
allocated for the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS), out
of which Rs 52,833 crore
has been allocated to
states so far, the ministry
said.

Citing data, the min-
istry said the "actual re-

leases to the states have
been much higher than
that provided for at the
budgetary estimate level".
It further said the central
government is committed
to release funds for wage
and material payments
for proper implementa-
tion of the scheme.

The ministry shared
these details while issu-
ing clarification on a re-
port which stated that
around 39 per cent of the
scheme card holders did-
n't get single day of work
in 2020-21. "It will not be
correct to assume that all
registered households
had demanded work.

The Mahatma Gandhi

National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act provides guarantee of
at least 100 days of wage
employment against the
demand made by a house-
hold in a rural area," the
ministry said responding
to the report.

It also shared the ratio
of offer for work against
the demand for work
which was above 99 per
cent during the three-
year period starting from
2019-2020. In 2020-21, the
ministry said, 99.89 per
cent of the total demand
of work under the Act
was met and 389.09 crore
person-days of work was
generated.

NEET aspirant dies
of liver infection

KKoottaa  ((RRaajjaasstthhaann)),,  OOcctt  1155  ((PPTTII))::
An 18-year-old NEET aspirant di-
agnosed with hepatic en-
cephalopathy died during treat-
ment at a private hospital here,
an official said on Saturday.
Victim Vaibhav Roy was among
the 36 students from Jawahar
Nagar area here who were suf-
fering from the disease in the
last few days. Of these, 18 have
recovered, while the others are
under treatment at three private
hospitals. Hepatic encephalopa-
thy is nervous system disorder
brought on by a severe liver dis-
ease. Kota chief medical and
health officer (CMHO) Dr.
Jagdish Soni told PTI that three
water suppliers in the area were
found to be supplying contami-
nated drinking water to coach-
ing institutes, hostels, and can-
teens. However, he said the
exact cause of Roy's death will
be ascertained through a death
audit, which is underway.

J’khand CM On Office
Of Profit Case

‘Criminal’ seeks
punishment,

authorities silent
RRaanncchhii,,  OOcctt  1155  ((PPTTII))::
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren on Saturday
asserted that his is an un-
precedented case in which
"a criminal or an accused"
is pleading for punishment
while the constitutional
authorities that should
have pronounced judg-
ment are silent. Soren was
referring to the threats of
his disqualification as an
MLA on the basis of the
purported Election
Commission advisory to
Jharkhand Governor
Ramesh Bais on August 25
in an office-of-profit case
following a petition by the
BJP. However, the
Governor is maintaining si-
lence on the issue.

"Have you ever heard of
any example in the country
in which a criminal or an
accused is pleading for
punishment or to know
about the quantum of pun-
ishment? I have been ap-
pealing to His Excellency
(the governor) with folded
hands to announce the
verdict, whatever be the
punishment," Soren told a
press conference here.

He lashed out at the
BJP-led central govern-
ment alleging that it has
been misusing agencies
such as Enforcement
Directorate besides consti-
tutional authorities to cre-
ate disturbance in states
ruled by non-BJP parties.
"Who is responsible for
this? If any criminal is
holding a constitutional
post and is repeatedly try-
ing to know his crime, his
punishment. Make it clear
(to him). We have not seen
such instances in India's
history.

‘Educational policy aims to
assimilate ancient with modern’
Mangaluru, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The new national edu-
cational policy (NEP) is
the philosophical docu-
ment of the 21st century
that aims to assimilate
ancient with the modern,
said Union Minister for
Education and Skill
D e v e l o p m e n t
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Saturday.

Addressing the 20th
convocation of the
National Institute of
Technology Karnataka
(NITK) here, he said the
Union government aims
to place the nation among
the developed nations by
2047 when the country
celebrates 100 years of
Independence from
British rule.

He said the country
would play a key role in
future development of

humanity and restore its

glory as the Vishwa
Guru.'

He wanted the NITK to
create a full-fledged sus-
tainable Energy
Department to turn the
technology institute into
a leading lighthouse in
energy transition of the

country within a decade.
The Minister said the

country's focus in future
should be on key areas
like artificial intelligence,
machine-learning, data
analytics, electronics,
genome-editing and 3D
printing. Pradhan inau-
gurated a new building of
the central research facil-
ity (CRF) and the school
of interdisciplinary stud-
ies on the NITK campus.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said institutions
like NITK are vital to ac-
quire ability to face global
challenges.

The Minister said IITs
in the country have
earned acclaim at the in-
ternational level for quali-
ty education and ex-
pressed the hope that the
country would be able to
open IITs abroad within
the next two years.

Dharmendra Pradhan

SIT to investigate rape charge against top officials 



New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Jyoti, who was
born in a slum and
grew up at a shelter
home in Delhi, was

determined to have a ca-
reer that would earn her
respect in the society. She
now teaches underprivi-
leged children.

Even though her family
was not supportive of her
plan to complete her edu-
cation, Jyoti's confidence
did not get knocked off.

"I was born in a slum
and grew up in shelter
homes. My family was not
supportive of my decision
to study because several
girls from shelter homes
never complete their edu-
cation and wilfully get

married at an early age,"
Jyoti said. Jyoti, who
worked as a ragpicker in
her childhood, came to
know about an NGO that
offers open schooling in
2009. "I used to do ragpick-
ing like other children in
the slums but in 2009, I
came to know about this
NGO called 'Chetna',
which offered open school-
ing. I started taking class-
es there and completed my
studies," she said.

Jyoti said she used to
make excuses at home to
attend the classes at the
NGO. "I had to make ex-
cuses and sneak out of the
shelter home, only to com-
plete my education. I have
been very dedicated to-
wards my studies and hav-

ing a career, because I
want a better financial sit-
uation for my family," she
said. After finishing her
studies, Jyoti started work-
ing as a teacher at the
NGO in 2021 and is cur-
rently part of a project
called "Nanhe Parindey".

"The NGO offered me a
teacher's job in 2021. I
thought it would be an in-
spiration for other slum
children to take classes
there. I am a part of this
new project called 'Nanhe
Parindey' where I teach at
least 15 to 20 children at a
time," she said.

Jyoti also helped several
children from slums and
shelter homes to take ad-
mission in the open
school. "I have got several

children from slums and
shelter homes admitted to
the open school. I always
encourage the children at
such places, saying if I can
do it, even they can. I have
always been very ambi-
tious. Not only did I want
to work, but I also wanted
a job that will earn me re-
spect in the society," she
said. Jyoti said earlier,
children from slums used
to face difficulties getting
admission in government
schools. "In 2009, several
children, including me,
faced difficulties to get ad-
mitted to a government
school. There were many
such schools that refused
to admit us just because
we came from slums," she
said.

Tusker dead
RRaaiiggaarrhh:: An elephant was
found dead in a forest in
Raigarh district, an official
said on Saturday. The car-
cass was found near
Khentabahari village under
Chhal range on Friday
evening and post mortem
was underway to find the
cause of death, said
Abhishek Jogawat, Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) of
Dharamjaigarh division.

Special cover
LLuucckknnooww:: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Friday
released a set of 14 spe-
cial postal covers on the
route Lord Ram took to
his exile. The special
cover has all the 14
places related to the 'Shri
Ram Van Gaman Path' in
the state, the postal
department said in a
statement.

MoU 
CChheennnnaaii:: Drones-manu-
facturer Garuda
Aerospace has signed a
memorandum of under-
standing with the
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) to
offer training in disaster
management on the use
of quadcopter, the com-
pany said on Saturday.
With the signing of the
agreement, the Chennai-
based drone-maker would
deploy the quadcopter
named 'Droni' for surveil-
lance, monitoring move-
ments and supporting dis-
aster management.

Inducted 
TThhaannee:: At least 200 peo-
ple from North Indian
communities joined the
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) at a function
in Kalyan city of
Maharashtra's Thane dis-
trict on Saturday. The
function organised by
Kalyan Rural Assembly
constituency President
Vinod Patil to induct
members of North Indian
community from Sagaon
Chera Nagar.

BRIEF

Bollywood actress Aditi Rao Hydari
presents a creation by designer

Gaurang during the Lakme Fashion
Week, in Mumbai, Satuday. 
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New Delhi, Oct 15: 

India ranked 107 out of
121 countries in the Global
Hunger Index 2022 with its
child wasting rate at 19.3
per cent, being the highest
in the world.

The Global Hunger
Index (GHI) is a tool for
comprehensively measur-
ing and tracking hunger at
global, regional, and na-
tional levels.

Advertisement
With a score of 29.1, the

level of hunger in India
has been labelled "seri-
ous".

In Asia, Afghanistan
with a rank of 109 is the
only country behind India.

Neighbouring countries
-- Pakistan (99),
Bangladesh (84), Nepal (81)

and Sri Lanka (64) -- have
all fared better than India.

In 2021, India ranked 101
out of 116 countries while
in 2020 the country was
placed at 94th position.

South Asia, the region
with the world's highest
hunger level, has the high-
est child stunting rate and
by far the highest child
wasting rate in the world,
the report said.

"India's child wasting
rate, at 19.3 per cent, is the
highest of any country in
the world and drives up
the region's average owing
to India's large popula-
tion," it said.

India, Pakistan, and
Afghanistan each have
child stunting rates be-
tween 35 and 38 per cent,
with Afghanistan's rate

being the highest in the re-
gion. Undernourishment
prevalence rose in India
from 14.6 per cent in 2018-
2020 to 16.3 per cent in
2019-2021. This translates
into 224.3 million people in
India being undernour-
ished out of the total 828
million people globally.

Child wasting which is a
strong predictor of mor-
tality among children
under five years of age
also worsened from 15.1
per cent in 2012-16 to 19.3
per cent in 2017-21.

India, however, noted
improvement in two pa-
rameters of child stunting
from 38.7 per cent in 2012-
16 to 35.5 per cent in 2017-
21 and child mortality
from 4.6 per cent in 2014 to
3.3 per cent in 2020.

Srinagar, Oct 15 (PTI): 

A Kashmiri Pandit was
shot dead allegedly by
militants in the Shopian
district of Jammu and
Kashmir on Saturday, offi-
cials said.

Deputy Inspector
General of Police Sujit
Kumar said the Kashmir
Freedom Fighter (KFF)
group, the proxy name of
a militant outfit, has
claimed responsibility for
the attack. Puran Krishan
Bhat was attacked near
his residence in the
Chowdhary Gund area of
the south Kashmir dis-
trict. He was rushed to
Shopian hospital where
doctors declared him
dead, they said. Officials
said the area has been cor-
doned off and a hunt has
been launched to nab the
assailants. "Terrorists
fired upon a civilian (mi-
nority) Puran Krishan

Bhat while he was on his
way to an orchard in
Chowdari Gund, Shopian.
He was immediately shift-
ed to a hospital for treat-
ment where he suc-
cumbed. Area cordoned
off. Search in progress,"
the Kashmir Zone Police
wrote on Twitter.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed a charge
sheet against former Dewan
Housing Finance Ltd (DHFL)
CMD Kapil Wadhawan and 74
others in connection with a Rs
34,000-crore bank fraud case,
officials said on Saturday.
In its charge sheet, filed before
a Special CBI court here, the
agency has also named then
director Dheeraj Wadhawan and
former CEO Harshil Mehta as
accused in the mega-scam
case, officials said. The agency
had registered the case in June
in DHFL bank fraud matter for
allegedly defrauding a consor-
tium of 17 banks to the tune of
Rs 34,000 crore, making it the
biggest banking loan fraud of
the country, they said.
In the charge sheet, the agency
has listed 18 individuals and 57
companies through which funds
were diverted, they alleged.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
stopped the coronation of
S w a m i
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati as the new
Shankaracharya of the
Jyotish Peeth in
Uttarakhand.

A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and B V
Nagarathna passed the
order after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta in-
formed the bench that the

Shankaracharya of
Govardhan Math in Puri
has filed an affidavit that
the appointment of
Avimukteshwaranand as
the new Shankaracharya
of the Jyotish Peeth has
not been endorsed.

"This application is al-
lowed in terms of prayer
clause," the bench said.

The top court was hear-
ing an application alleging
that Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati falsely claimed
to have been appointed as
a successor
Shankaracharya of
Jyotish Peeth by the de-

ceased Shankaracharya
Swami Swaroopanand
Saraswati.

The matter is pending
before the top court from
2020.

The plea said there is a
deliberate attempt to en-
sure that the proceedings
before this court become
infructuous and a person
who is not qualified and is
ineligible, unauthorisedly
assumes the office.

"Such attempts need to
be prevented by an inter-
im order of the court and
hence this application
may be admitted and al-
lowed.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday called upon the
industry, academic and re-
search organisations to
work seamlessly with
greater integration to ad-
dress India's energy needs
and foster circular econo-
my for sustainable devel-
opment.

He also highlighted the
need to use scientific ap-
proach and technology
such as artificial intelli-
gence in various fields
ranging from traditional
knowledge to mapping stu-

dents to their interest,
skill sets and competen-
cies to make them better
suited to meet the de-
mands of future India and
the world.

Prime Minister Modi,
who is President of the
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research
(CSIR), made the com-
ments at the meeting of
CSIR Society here on
Saturday.

Modi asked the scientif-
ic community to move to-
wards Vision 2047 with the
aim of India being a global
leader, according to an offi-
cial statement.
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Y Born in Delhi slum, woman help children

from shelter homes finish their studies

GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX

India ranks 107 out of 121 nations

India's ranking at 107 in the
Global Hunger Index is part of a
consistent effort to taint the
country's image as "a nation that
does not fulfil the food security
and nutritional requirements of
its population", the Centre said
on Saturday and added the index
suffers from serious method-
ological issues and is "erroneous
measure of hunger". The Women
and Child Development Ministry,
in a statement, said the matter
was taken up with the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO)
not to use such estimates based
on FIES (Food Insecurity
Experience Scale) survey module
data in July 2022 as the statisti-
cal output of the same will not
be based on merit.

‘Erroneous, suffers 
from serious 

methodological issues’

Kashmiri Pandit shot
dead by militants 

̈ In J-K’s Shopian

The body of Puran Krishan Bhat, a Kashmiri Pandit who was
shot dead allegedly by militants in the Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir, Saturday.

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha and political leaders
condemned the killing. "Attack
on Puran Krishan Bhat by ter-
rorists in Shopian is a dastard-
ly act of cowardice. My heart-
felt condolences to the
bereaved family. I assure the
people that the perpetrators
and those aiding and abetting
terrorists will be severely pun-
ished," Sinha tweeted. The
National Conference con-
demned the "brazen and cow-
ardly attack" and expressed
"heartfelt commiserations"
with Bhat's family.

L-G, political parties
condemn attack

CBI files charge
sheet against

DHFL’s ex-CMD

SC stops coronation of U’khand seer 
̈ As Shankaracharya

of Jyotish Peeth

PM to Industry, Rsearch Bodies 

‘Work with greater integration
to address energy needs’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs a meeting of President of
the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), in New
Delhi, Saturday.

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Air Force Wives Welfare
Association (AFWWA) on
Saturday created a Guinness
World Record by displaying
41,541 knitted woollen caps
here, which would eventually
be distributed to the needy
ahead of winter. Nearly 3,000
AFWWA members from across
the country knitted more than
40,000 woollen caps over a
period of nearly three months

starting July 15 as part of the
association's 'Knittathon'
drive. The display was put up
as part of an event organised
at the Indian Air Force (IAF)
Auditorium here to to mark the
52nd anniversary of the associ-
ation. The formal announce-
ment of the new record being
set was made on stage by
Rishi Nath, an adjudicator at
the Guinness World Records.
Nath also handed over an offi-
cial citation to AFWWA presi-
dent Neeta Chaudhari, who
had envisioned this drive to
empower wives of air warriors
through productive activities.

AFWWA sets Guinness

World Record 
̈ For largest display of

knitted woollen caps

Itanagar, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Arunachal Pradesh Police
has said search is underway
for two persons who reported-
ly went missing from
Chaglagam area along the
India-China border in August.
Bateilum Tikro and his friend
Bayingso Manyu, residents of
Duiliang village in Anjaw dis-
trict, had left home on August
19 in search of medicinal
herbs and to hunt at high-alti-
tude mountains along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC), a
police officer said, quoting
family members.
Dishanso Chikro, the younger
brother of Bateilum, however,
claimed both of them may
have been detained by the
People's Liberation Army
(PLA) of China.
"We suspect that they could
have inadvertently crossed
the LAC and have been
detained by the PLA. We are
extremely worried," Chikro
said.
The family members have
lodged an FIR at Khupa police
station, the police officer said.
Chikro also said the family
has drawn the attention of
Hayuliang assembly con-
stituency MLA Dasanglu Pul,
through a letter.

Search on for
2 ‘missing’

persons 

Rajit Kumar Bose 

BBhhiillaaii:: Retired BSP employ-
ee Rajit Kumar Bose left for
heavenly abode at the age
of 88 years on Saturday.
Funeral procession will be
taken out from his residence
situated at 514 B Block,
Laxmi Nagar Society on
October 16 around 10:00 hrs
and last rites of the mortal
remains will be performed
at Risali Muktidham. He is
survived by wife - Konika
Bose, daughters Chaitali
Dutta, Kakuli De and family. 

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: The IQAC
and Entrepreneurship
Cell of Swami Shri
Swaroopanand Saraswati
Mahavidyalaya, HUDCO
organised "Kalavithika" a
special exhibition cum
sale of Diwali items such
as colourful diyas, greet-
ing cards, colorful decora-
tive flowers, pen holders
made of jute, urns deco-
rated with beautiful
Bastar art, handmade
jewelery made from block
prints, and more than a
dozen decorative items.

In-charge Dr Shivani
Sharma gave informa-
tion about the aim of or-
ganising the exhibition
said that the students
have immense potential
for artistry and creativity
which is hidden. Such

programmes pro-
vide opportunity
to develop their
creative poten-
tial.

Principal Dr
Hansa Shukla
told that the stu-
dents are show-
ing more interest
towards entrepre-
neurship, and
they can use their
interest, skill and
intelligence for
self-employment.
Under the New
Education Policy, the col-
lege provides a platform
to the students for their
skill development along
with academic education
so that the students can
become successful entre-
preneurs in future.

Head, Department of
Management Khushboo

Pathak said that from
this event, students get a
chance to estimate cost of
product and profit possi-
ble, and also, along with
their own employment
they can also provide em-
ployment to others.

Manju Vora, Shrutika
Tamrakar Yadav, Ritu

Pal, Dr Monisha Sharma
were present as chief
guests. Manju Vora said
that this effort of the col-
lege is exemplary which
is preparing for earning
along with studies.
Shrutika Tamrakar
Yadav said that she was
overwhelmed to see the

creative potential of the
students. With such a
platform, students can
make their art a medium
of self-employment along
with education. Ritu Pal
said that the creative po-
tential of the students
should get a platform at
the state and national

level apart from
the college.
While encourag-
ing the students,
Dr Monisha
S h a r m a ,
D i r e c t o r ,
Shankaracharya
E d u c a t i o n
C a m p u s ,
HUDCO said
that the purpose
of organising
'Kalavithika' is
to inspire the
spirit of self-em-
ployment among

the students. This devel-
ops the skills of the stu-
dents, gets information
about the cost, profit and
loss, they can become
good businessmen in fu-
ture.

C h a n d r i k a
Chandrakar, Dr Sonali
Chakravorty, Preeti

Mishra, Neeti Ballewar,
Anita Pandey, Monika
Khaitan, Preeti Ajay
Behera were present as
special guests. Everyone
talked about getting a
platform for the creative
and creative potential of
the students. Among
other guests were 

Y Poornima, Siji
Anthony, Seema Pankaj
Pal and Farida Begum
were present as special
guests. All the guests en-
couraged the students by
buying them from the
handicrafts exhibition
set up by the students and
after eating the dishes
prepared by the students
asserted that they can
adopt it as a business in
future. All the professors
and students of the col-
lege cooperated in mak-
ing Kalavithika a success.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: 'Yoga &
Mental Health' present
prime concern was the
focus of the Five Day
Workshop conducted from
October 10-14, 2022, by
Department of Education
and IQAC of St Thomas
College. Chief Guest of in-
augural session Prachi
Bhattacharya, member of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Association, demonstrated
Pranayam and Yoga
Kriyas, which were simul-
taneously practiced by the
participants.

Second day was dedicat-
ed to practice of Yoga
aasaans under the guid-
ance of Dr Debjani
Mukherjee IQAC
Coordinator. This was fol-
lowed by demonstration of
Yoga aasaans and explana-
tion of their importance on
the third day by Dr

Anupama Gangrade,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Education.
Dr Surekha Jawade, on the
Fourth day, narrated the
importance of balanced
and healthy diet as well as
Cleanliness and
Sanitization. On the last
day, Dr Rupa Shrivastava
organised various competi-
tions related to Yoga.

This was followed by
Valedictory Function to em-

bark the closing of the
Workshop. Principal Dr MG
Roymon in his valuable ad-
dress appreciated the initia-
tive taken by Department of
Education and Dr Debjani
Mukherjee IQAC
Coordinator in her address
praised the program. Dr
Sheeja Thomas, Head,
Department of Education
conveyed her best wishes to
participants and requested
them to keep practicing in

future for their benefits. All
the participants showed
keen interest in the pro-
gram. Distribution of
Certificates  to participants
was followed by address of
Dr Reema Dewangan,
Convenor of the Workshop.
In her address, Reema ex-
pressed her commitment to
organise such useful pro-
grams in future. This
marked the end of the
Valedictory Function.

St Thomas College wins Inter
Collegiate Football Tournament

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1155:: District Level
Inter Collegiate Football
Tournament was organized
from 10 to 12 October 2022 at
Science College Durg in which
St Thomas College won the
tournament. In the first match
St Thomas College defeated
Govt College Utai by 5 - 0.  In
the semifinal match St Thomas
College beat Surana College in
Tiebreaker by 7 - 6 and entered

in the final. In the final match St
Thomas College won the match
from Govt College Rajhara by 4
- 0 and won the trophy of
District Level Inter Collegiate
Football Tournament. Principal
of the College Dr MG Roymon,
Administrator, Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese and Manager Bishop
HG, Dr Joseph Mar Dionysius
congratulated all the players
and Sports Officer Kailash
Narayan Verma for this
achievement.  

Traffic Police uses  Google Maps 
to monitor traffic on highway

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: Traffic
Police is now monitoring
the traffic movement on
National Highway with the
help of Google Maps. Staff
posted in ITMS will moni-
tor the NH round the clock.

Under the direction of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
and guidance of ASP
(Traffic) Vishwas
Chandrakar and the leader-
ship of DSP (Traffic) Satish
Thakur, the Durg Traffic
Police is continuously
working to make the traffic
system smooth and safe.

In this sequel, arrange-
ments have been made at
the Police Control Room,
Sector 6. ITMS employees

will keep round the clock
surveillance on National
Highway from Anjora to
Kumhari. With the help of
Google Maps, the cops will
identify the spots where the
traffic movement is slower
and the places where traffic
jams have occurred.

Often, due to delay in
getting information, the
police response time gets
increased due to which
traffic jams increase. Now
with the help of Google
Maps, the police will im-
mediately come to know
about traffic jams and
highway patrolling and
the concerned traffic zone
area will be able to re-
spond immediately and
clear the jams.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: Bhilai
Maitri College with IQAC
took an initiative for edu-
cational trip with B Ed
trainees to Chhattisgarh
Science Centre on the oc-
casion of World Students

Day, celebrated to mark
the birth anniversary of
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam.

This trip was arranged
to inspire the B ED
trainees to teach the
school students in an in-
teractive way. The stu-
dents benefited fromt his

trip as they came to know
the culture of
Chhattisgarh and also the
various working models
highlighting the impor-
tance of science in daily
life. They also took part in
various quiz competitions
presented in the centre.

Rajam Sudhakaran and
Directors Dr Sajitha
Thampi, S Sajeev and S
Sajan of Maitri
Educational and Cultural
Association encouraged
and appreciated such ac-
tivities. Management also
congratulated and moti-
vated principal Dr
Surekha Vinod Patil and
all the staff members of
Bhilai Maitri College for
such activities in future.

Agriculture students 
visit vegetable farms 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: Final year
students of Chhattisgarh
Agricultural College,
Dhanora visited the veg-
etable farms of Manjit
Singh Saluja
(Rajnandgaon), who has re-
ceived Krishi Samrat
Samman (2013), Innovative
Farmer (2014) and Best
Farmer of Chhattisgarh in

Horticulture Award for his
remarkable works in the
field of agriculture. The
students visited 8.5 acres of
field and oversaw several
varieties of Guava, Gourd,
Banana, Lemon, Dragon
fruit, Jackfruit, Jamun,
Turmeric, Jimikand, Bitter
gourd, Torai, Chilli,
Grapes, Kundru and got an
opportunity to know the nu-
ances of getting good

yields. Along with this, they
got their doubts solved. The
students learned the bag-
ging process of guava and
gained practical knowl-
edge. Along with this, they
saw the mobile operated
weather station installed in
the farms and also oversaw
its working system.
Coordinator Vivek Pandey
was also with the students
in this excursion.

Police conducts legal awareness 
campaign at government school

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: Durg
Police conducted a legal
awareness campaign at
government school in
Pauwara. It was a part of
the "Hamar Beti Hamar
Maan" initiatives of
Chhattisgarh Police.
SDOP (Patan), staff of
Utai Police Station,
Machandur Chowki,
Raksha Team and CWC
members were present.

Under the direction of
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava and
under the guidance of
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Ananth Kumar, po-
lice chaupal was held at
the Government Higher
Secondary School,
Pauwara. This village is
the native place of Home
Minister Tamradhwaj

Sahu. Children were made
aware of traffic rules and
ways to avoid cyber crime
as well as issues related to
women safety. Police Sub-
Divisional Officer (Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore
conducted the Police
Choupal. At the outset,
students were detailed

about the crimes related to
women as well as protec-
tion provided to women in
the laws. Information was
provided about the
Abhivyakti App after
which the girls down-
loaded this application in
their mobile phones.
Raksha Team I/c Sangeeta

Mishra detailed how this
application can be used in
situations of distress.

The students were made
aware of the traffic rules,
rules for pedestrians, pre-
cautions before and after
driving two wheelers, road
marking, sign boards, etc.
The students were in-

formed about the impor-
tance of Good Samaritan.
The students present in
the program were also fe-
licitated with prizes for
giving correct answers to
the questions related to
traffic rules.

To avoid cybercrime, in-
formation was given about
password and OTP. They
were asked to avoid post-
ing the personal informa-
tion on Facebook,
WhatsApp and social sites,
OLX and online shopping
link fraud.

In Police Choupal, stu-
dents and teachers were
asked not to click the links
given in the social sites
and never share the per-
sonal information on
Facebook. By taking these
precautions, one can avoid
cyber fraud. The students
were asked to always wear
helmets on two wheelers.
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Bhilai Maitri College conducts educational
tour to Chhattisgarh Science Centre

Five day workshop on ‘Yoga and
Mental Health’ concludes

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 15: A two day
workshop on Capacity
Building for the teachers
of Commerce subject and
Senior Secondary English
was inaugurated at DAV
Hudco on Saturday.
Around 50 delegates from
19 different DAV schools
were present in the inau-
gural ceremony and will
be attending the 2 day sem-
inar. Ceremony started
with the traditional light-
ing of the ceremonial
lamp by BP Sahu,
Principal DAV Ispat Public
School, Ravindra Singh
DAVPS Durgapur.

The resource persons
for Senior Secondary
English were Biji Kumar
(DAVPS Hudco Bhilai),
Suchitra Rao BAV SECL
Bilaspur and Satyavrat
Mishra DAV Chirmiri.
The resource person for
Commerce was Ravindra
Singh DAVPS Durgapur.

The first day of the sem-
inar for Senior Secondary

English teachers aimed at
analysis and classification
of question paper pattern
with special reference to
textbooks. It also stressed
on fostering creative writ-
ing and research based
learning, and new meth-
ods and techniques of
teaching the subject; and,
the seminar for commerce

stream acquainted the
teachers how to make the
students aware about the
problem solving and case
based questions based on
any topic followed by the
open discussion where in
they shared their general
queries and doubts. The
works of watch brimming
with activities demo class-

es and presentations.
BP Sahu Principal DAV

Ispat Public School while
addressing the delegates
stressed that changes are
inevitable and it is the
need of the hour that
teachers should bring
changes in their teaching
methodology to keep
themselves updated which
would help them to con-
tribute in the academic as
well as the all round devel-
opment of the children.

The main Moto of this
Capacity Building
Program is to provide a
common platform for
teachers and academician
to understand and share
their experience and delib-
erate upon the ideas relat-
ed to the NEP and its
transaction to bring forth
better professionals and ef-
fective teachers followed
by effecting teaching as
teachers are the frontline
providers of quality edu-
cation and quality is al-
ways demanded in the
field of teacher education.

DAV Hudco organises two-day workshop

SSSSMV Hudco organises Diwali special ‘Kalavithika’
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Cytogenetic Lab in AIIMS Raipur 

Raipur, Oct 15: To provide
prenatal genetic and chromo-
some disorders diagnosis, All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences has established a

state-of-the-art Cytogenetic
lab on World Anatomy Day
here today. The new lab will
be helpful in the diagnosis of
trisomy abnormalities, in-
cluding down syndrome,
patau syndrome, and other
severe disorders during the
prenatal stage. It is first of its
kind lab in government med-
ical colleges in Chhattisgarh.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.

Nagarkar, Director, AIIMs-R
termed it a milestone for
Anatomy Department.
‘There was a need to diag-
nose prenatal genetic and
chromosome disorders in
Chhattisgarh. The newly es-
tablished Cytogenetic lab
equipped with a fish lab,
PCR, and culture lab will cer-
tainly help patients get ex-
pert consultation at Raipur.
Now, they don’t need to go to
metro cities for lab tests, he
said.

According to HoD Prof.
M.R. Shende, the lab is a one-
of-its-kind lab established in
the government medical col-
leges in Chhattisgarh. The
new lab will help diagnose
trisomy abnormalities, in-
cluding down syndrome,
patau syndrome, retinoblas-
toma, chronic myeloid syn-
drome, and other severe dis-
eases during the prenatal
stage. ‘Anatomy is a base sub-

ject for medical students.
Therefore, the new lab will be
more helpful to understand
complex syndrome through
lab practice, he added.

Dr. Manisha B. Sinha said
that data from the lab will be
used for further research and
development on genetic and
chromosome-related dis-
eases. It will undoubtedly
provide insightful informa-
tion on the disorders prevail-
ing in different parts of the
state. ‘The lab will also help
identify genetic disorders in
children up to 10 years. It will
be helpful for their rehabili-
tation, she informed.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny was graced by Dean
(Academics) Prof. Alok
Chandra Agrawal, Prof.
Sarita Agrawal, Financial
Advisor B.K. Agrawal, Dr. K.
Vijay Kumar, Dr. Amit P.
Tirpude, and Dr. Saumitra
Trivedi.

State level Jail Lok Adalat inaugurated
Raipur, Oct 15: The State
Level Jail Lok Adalat was
inaugurated today in the
Central Jail Raipur
through VCK at the hands
of High Court Justice
Gautam Bhaduri. The Jail
Lok Adalat was organized
under the aegis of the
District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur as per
the instructions of the
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority
Bilaspur. With this inaugu-
ration at 11 am in the
morning Lok Adalat was
conducted in all 23 dis-
tricts and various jails of
the state.

Raipur District and
Sessions Judge Santosh
Sharma, Director General
(Jail Reform Services)
Raipur Chhattisgarh
Sanjay Pillai, member sec-
retary Chhattisgarh State
Legal Services Authority
Bilaspur Anand Prakash
Variyal, Chief Judicial
Magistrate Raipur
Bhupendra Vasnikar,
Secretary Raipur District
Legal Services Authority
Pravin Mishra and Raipur
Jail Superintendent MN

Pradhan were present on
the occasion. State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur, Judge Smt Neha
Yati Mishra conducted the
programme. Sanjay Pillai
gave information pertain-
ing to jail. Anand Prakash
Variyal proposed a vote of
thanks.

Justice Gautam Bhaduri
who is also the Executive
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority, Bilaspur visited
the exhibition of artifacts
made by Central Jail and
Reform Home, Raipur.
Justice Bhaduri also inau-
gurated the newly con-
structed pure drinking
water plant at Raipur
Central Jail and Reform
Home. The plant has been

set up jointly by Raipur
District Legal Service
Authority and MKG
Foundation.

Justice Gautam
Bhaduri, in his address,
said that State Legal
Services Authority
Bilaspur organized Lok
Adalat in compliance with
the Supreme Court in-
structions in case of
Sonadhar Vs State of
Chhattisgarh pending be-
fore Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court also
instructed other states to
sort out cases of prisoners
detained in jails on the
basis of Chhattisgarh
model, he said. He also
shared in his speech, infor-
mation about many legal
aspects of plea bargaining,

under trial review commit-
tee and easy disposal of
the cases of undertrials.
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur and District
Legal Services Authority
are always ready and com-
mitted to cooperate accord-
ing to law for every de-
tained prisoner, he said.

District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur and
MKG Foundation, Raipur
deposited the amount of
fine recovered from those
prisoners who were de-
tained in jail due to mea-
ger amount.

A total fine of Rs 10,000
was deposited for the bene-
fit of the prisoners. Justice
Bhaduri also inspected jail
premises. He inspected the
kitchen and tested quality
of food being prepared by
the jail administration for
the prisoners. For promot-
ing environmental protec-
tion, Justice also provided
free fruit trees available
through the Forest
Department to the prison-
ers to be released today
through the Jail Lok
Adalat in the district jail.

Team for Chh’garh TT tournament announced
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 15: Raipur
District Table Tennis
team has been an-
nounced for the 20th Stag
Chhattisgarh State and
Inter District Table
Tennis tournament to be
held from October 18 at
Sapre School-based TT
Hall here.

Providing the above in-
formation, the
Association Secretary
Vinay Baiswade said that
sports kit was distrib-
uted to the selected play-
ers at a function during

which the MLA Kuldeep
Juneja, CTTA President
Sharad Shukla, CA
Sourabh Shukla and
Pankaj Shukla were pres-
ent.

Senior player Sagar
Ghatge, Rajiv Sahu,
Arindum Debnath,
Pranay Chouhan and
Lokesh Jangade are in
the  Men’ team whereas

Surabhi Harsh Sahu,
Anchal Bareth, Renuka
Subba, Aarna Khotle and
Vanya Sengode are in
Women’ team.

Vishal Decate, Ramji
Kumar, Karan Malhotra
and Andrew T Williams
are part of Junior U-19
Boys team whereas
Anchal Bareth, Venya
Sengode, Ahana Singh
and Aarna Khatole are in
Girls team.

Former player and NIS
Coach Miraj would be the
Team Coach whereas
Renua Subba would be
the Manager.

BJP holds Congress responsible
for decrease in ST reservations

Raipur, Oct 15:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday held
the Congress government
responsible for the de-
crease of Scheduled Tribe
(ST) reservations from
32% to 20% stating that
negligence in its part over
the ST reservations re-
duction.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Ekatma
Parishar, the State BJP
President and Bilaspur
Parliamentarian Arun
Sao alleged that decrease
in ST reservation is a
cheating of Congress gov-

ernment towards the
Tribal community and
termed it to be part of
conspiracy against the
tribals.

Sao said that Congress
government had been ig-
noring the dates of hear-
ing for the last three years
to present the stand in
Court and termed it to be
non-serious effort on part
of the Congress govern-
ment which went against
the tribals.

He said that in support
to their demand for the
restoration of 32% reser-
vations for ST communi-
ty, they submitted a mem-
orandum to Governor.

Earlier, the BJP leaders
resorted to foot march to
Rajbhawan to gain politi-
cal mileage on the issue of
tribal reservations during
which several senior lead-
ers including State BJP
President Arun Sao,
Leader of Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Narayan
Chandel, senior BJP
Legislator Brijmohan
Agrawal and others were
present in the demonstra-
tion.

Delegation submits
memo to Governor

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1155::  Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Member of
Legislative Assembly (MLA)
Naryan Chandel on Saturday
claimed that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) raid and dis-
closures have exposed the
reported corruption under the
patronage of Congress gov-
ernment.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Ekatma Parishar here,
the Leader of Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Chandel said that
while the state government
has failed to provide fund for

the various government
schemes and programmes, it
has crossed all the limits of
corruption under the adminis-
trative patronage. He termed
it to be a black spot for the
history of Chhattisgarh. He
said that administrative sys-
tem was modified to provide
undue benefits to the select-
ed transporters in the coal
transport permit. He claimed
that the ED has come up with
the details of corrupt prac-
tices being done by bureau-
cratic and politicians nexus
for the last few years.

ED disclosure exposes administrative
patronage for illegal recovery

Raipur, Oct 15:
Mercedes-Benz has
launched EQS 580 in
Chhattisgarh, the first
luxury electric car fully
manufactured in India.
Launched on Saturday
by State Home Minister
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu and MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal in
the presence of Rohit
Kumar, Head, Spare
Parts, Mercedes-Benz at

Raipur the  EQS 580 of-
fers a range of up to
857kms in a single
charge.

Addressing the scribes
here Mr Rohit Kumar,
Head, Spare Parts,
Mercedes_Benz said that
the luxury EV from the
German manufacturer
is also the first-ever
made-in-India luxury
electric sedan, manufac-
tured at the company’s
plant in Chakan, Pune
and was launched by
Union Minister 
Nitin Gadkari on
September 30.

The company’s four-
teenth model made in
India, it has a 107.8kWh
battery pack, and is pow-
ered by electric motors,
one each on front and
rear axle.

The company offers 8
year warranty on bat-

tery, he added. Rohit said
that the company will be
introducing 35 fast
charging stations in
India in which 70 per-
cent battery will be
charged in 40 minutes.
The battery pack is com-
patible with 200kW fast
charging and the EQS
580 has an ARAI certi-
fied range of 857km on a
single charge.

Its features include an
MBUX Hyperscreen
with 3 massive high-defi-
nition displays; head-up
display, massage func-
tion for front seats,
Burmester 3D surround
system, air filtration sys-
tem, 9 airbags etc. On the
occasion City Star
Raipur, Franchise
Partner Sunil
Madhyani, Hemraj
Madhyani and Anand
Mohit were present.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director inaugurating
Cytogenetic lab in Anatomy Department at AIIMS-R.

To Diagnose
Prenatal Genetic
and Chromosome
Disorders

RPF arrests 96
touts, recovers
tickets worth

over Rs 53 lakh 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 15: Railway
Protection Force (RPF) has
arrested as many as 96 touts
and recovered more than
2000 tickets worth over Rs 53
lakh from them. With recov-
ery all the tickets have been
cancelled in the interests of
genuine railway passen-
gers. The drive against touts
has been intensified in view
of increase in demand for
reserved berths in trains in
festive season and restora-
tion of train services dur-
ing the last few months. The
divisional units of RPF
gathered information from
digital and cyber world.
After verification and
analysis of information the
RPF launched drive against
touts.

National Media Award
for voter awareness

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1155::  National Media
Award is awarded annually by
the Election Commission of
India to media institutions
doing excellent work in the
field of voter awareness. EC
has announced the National
Media Award. Nominations
have been invited from media
institutions by 30 November
2022. Media organizations
interested in the award can
send their nominations directly
to the 'Election Commission of
India, Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road New Delhi
110001' within the stipulated
time frame.

Mercedes launches EQS 580, first ‘Made
in India’ luxury electric car in Ch’garh

Mercedes-Benz EQS 580 was launched by State Home Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu 

in the presence of  Rohit Kumar, Head, Spare Parts, Mercedes-Benz. 

The model was
launched by State
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu and
MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal, it has a start-
ing price of 
Rs 1.55 crore 
(ex-showroom, Raipur).

TALENTS FETED

Shri Gujrati Brahma Samaj feted the members of ‘samaj’ for best garba presentation during Navaratri festivity.

Newly elected Mahant College students
union office bearers sworn-in

Raipur, Oct 15: The
newly elected students
union office bearers in
Mahant Laxminarayan
Das Mahavidyalaya,

Gandhi Chowk here were
sworn-in at a function or-
ganised at the college
premises today. Municipal
Corporation Speaker

Pramod Dubey, Education
Committee president Ajay
Tiwari, Secretary Anil
Tiwari and College
Principal Dr Devashish
Mukherjee were present
on the occasion.

Principal Dr Devashish
Mukherjee administered
oath of office and secrecy
to the newly elected stu-
dents union president
Puja Sahu, vice president
Tanu Sikdar, Secretary
Sonam Dhiwar, joint secre-
tary Kamal Dadsena and
14 class representatives.

Vedanta Aluminium enabling rural women’s participation in national development
Balconagar, Oct 15:
Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer of
aluminium, is enabling
thousands of rural women
with skills, financial liter-
acy, access to resources,
technology & market, and
welfare schemes, making
them equal participants in
the national socio-econom-
ic development. The com-
pany works on the funda-
mental principle that
rural women’s involve-
ment in sustainable devel-
opment goals will be cru-
cial to alleviating poverty
and ending hunger.

At Odisha and
Chhattisgarh, where
Vedanta Aluminium has
its operations, the compa-
ny is enabling women to
empower themselves eco-
nomically, politically and
socially. These interven-
tions, which benefit more
than 13,000 women today,
bear testimony to the com-
pany’s commitment to the
global goals of No Poverty,
Zero Hunger and Gender
Equality. Women who
barely ventured beyond
their homes and hamlets
earlier, now own and run
micro-enterprises like fast

food centres, arts & deco-
rative items, poultry &
vegetable farms, grocery
stores, beauty parlours,
tailoring centres, and
many more.
Some of the programs
include: Subhalaxmi Co-
operative: Subhalaxmi Co-
op, one of India’s largest
rural women’s coopera-
tives based in Jharsuguda,
Odisha, works at the inter-
section of sustainable
livelihood and women’s
empowerment. Created by
Vedanta Aluminium in
2008, it has grown to have
over 4,100 women mem-
bers today, hailing from 72
villages. The co-op enables
aspiring women entrepre-
neurs with micro-finance,

skill development, finan-
cial literacy, market link-
age and a support system
of thousands of equally
ambitious women. It also
links them to various gov-
ernment welfare schemes.
Unnati: Under ‘Unnati’,
BALCO, Vedanta
A l u m i n i u m ’ s
Chhattisgarh-based sub-
sidiary, the company is
mobilizing women into
Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
and honing their skills for
creating sustainable liveli-
hoods. Through this proj-
ect, BALCO is assisting
women in creating an ef-
fective framework of
SHGs and federations
that enables them to ac-
cess micro-finance servic-

es, engage in remunera-
tive and sustainable liveli-
hood activities, and em-
powers them economical-
ly. In this year alone, 90
new SHGs have been
formed, taking the total to
over 450 SHGs and 5,000
women members who
greatly benefit under the
various training modules
of the project.
Sakhi Project: With
‘Sakhi’, an initiative to
empower women through
skill training and liveli-
hood generation opportu-
nities, Vedanta
Aluminium is promoting
social and financial inclu-
sion, livelihood genera-
tion, and enterprise pro-
motion in an underserved

region like Lanjigarh, in
Kalahandi, Odisha. A fed-
eration called
Shaktimayee Foundation,
has been created to help
the women get market
linkages to promote and
sell their products, while
guiding them in access-
ing social security servic-
es and institutional credit
resources. Sakhi focuses
on integrating different
income generating activi-
ties in farm and non-farm
sectors and creating an
environment for nearly
4,000 women to develop
greater agency and deci-
sion-making skills.

Reiterating the compa-
ny’s developmental agen-
da on International Day
of Rural Women, Mr.
Rahul Sharma, CEO –
Vedanta Aluminium,
said, “Participation of
women in the socio-eco-
nomic and political
sphere, especially from
the rural belts of India,
will be crucial for achiev-
ing sustainable outcomes
in quality education, ac-
cess to healthcare, gender
equality, poverty allevia-
tion, and end hunger &
malnutrition.

DPS, Durg organizes ‘Career Fest Udaan - 2022’

Durg, Oct 15: Delhi
Public School in associa-
tion with Quest organized
‘Career Fest Udaan-2022’
on Friday, 14th October
2022, in the School’s Multi
Purpose Hall, in which 13
universities, colleges and
institutions participated.
The Fest aimed at facilitat-
ing to students exposure,
counseling and live inter-
action on various career
options and opportunities
available by the stalwarts
of the education field from

prestigious and renowned
colleges, universities,
training and vocational in-
stitutions on one platform.

The representatives of
the universities were wel-
comed, formally by the
Principal, Yashpal
Sharma, who, thereafter
also gave a brief insight
into the purpose and sig-
nificance of organizing
such a fest. The various
universities thereafter,
gave presentations to ap-
prise students of career

opportunities available
and offered. The partici-
pant universities were
Modi University of
Science & Tech, MIT
WPO, Pearl Academy,
Alliance University,
Ajeenkya D.Y. Patil
University, Kirloskar
University, Manav Rachna
International University,
Ashoka University, Atria
University, Bennett
University, Universal
Business School, O. P.
Jindal Global University
and NMIMS.

The Principal Yashpal
Sharma, in his address
stated that the “Career
Fest-Udaan 2022” has been
organized keeping in view
the future of students. He
further added that this
Fest would definitely en-
lighten students and en-
able them to choose the
right careers for them-
selves and that the School
is committed to organiz-
ing such programmes.

CKAM expresses gratitude for 5% DA

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday announced that
the dearness allowance
(DA) for state government
employees has been hiked
by 5 per cent, taking it to
33 per cent, an official
said. Around 3.80 lakh
state government em-
ployees will benefit from

the hike, the official said.
Taking to Twitter, Baghel
said, “The state govern-
ment has decided to in-
crease the DA by 5 per
cent for officers and em-
ployees of the state. The
hike will be effective from
this month (October 1,
2022)...”.

The state government
had earlier increased the
DA of government em-

ployees by six per cent,
following which they
were getting 28 per cent
DA under the 7th Pay
Commission, the official
said. With the hike of five
per cent in DA, those who
receive salary under the
7th Pay Commission
scale in the state will now
get 33 per cent, he said.

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Karmachari Adhikari
M a h a s a n g h ( C K A M )
State GS O P Sharma as
part of delgation had sub-
mitted a memorandum to
CM on September 29 for
6% DA bite to which state
government has an-
nounced the same with
effective from October 01.
Mahasangh expressing
gratitude towards CM
has requested to release
this amount before
Diwali.

Dr Ujjwala’s Skin Clinic to offer
aesthetic treatment 

Raipur, Oct 15: Dr
Ujjwala’s Skin Clinic and
renowned cosmetic gynae-
cology chain Elle Sante
came together for the first
time in Chhattisgarh to
provide the best of both
Dermatology &
Gynaecology worlds.

Dr Ujjwala’s skin clinic
is led by Dr UjjwalaVerma

who is qualified dermatol-
ogist with more than 15
years experience in field of
dermatology and cosme-
tology. The Center offers
all treatment related to
general dermatology as
well as state of art aesthet-
ic treatment.

The Centre has most ad-
vanced and safe USFDA
approved equipment for
treatment. Addressing the

scribes here. Dr
UjjwalaVerma said that
now we are the proud
owner of most advanced
Laser Hair Reduction
Platform- Triton, the latest
trend in Acne Scar & Anti-
ageing treatment-
Morpheus 8 and Most ad-
vanced Cosmetic gynaecol-
ogy platform- Empower RF
by Inmode.

The centre has collabo-

rated with one of India’s
top Hair transplant chain
Dermaclinix for Hair
transplant at our Center.
Also we collaborated with
world largest chain of cos-
metic gynaecology and re-
constructive surgery
ELLE sante with its first
Center in Chattisgarh.

Dr Ujjwala says “ Our
patient now need not
worry about multiple sit-
ting for Laser Hair
Reduction, Wrinkles,
Stress Urinary
Incontinence and Peri
Menopausal issues. We
have World’s best technolo-
gies of all fields under our
roof with sure shot results.

Diwali festivity season to bring 
2.5 lakh crore in markets

Raipur, Oct 15: CAIT
National Senior Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President, Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President, Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed that the ongoing
Diwali festival season is
all set to bring cheers for
the trading community of
the country as it is expect-
ed that there will be gresh
infusion of about Rs. 2.5
lakh crore in the markets
by way of shopping and
sale of goods and usage of

services- said the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT). This sub-
stantial inflow of money is
also expected to liberate
the business community
from financial crunch.
After two years, the cur-
rent Diwali festivity will
be celebrated with no
covid  restrictions which
is prompting the
Consumers to throng the
commercial markets in
every city of the country
for making purchases for
Diwali. The festive season
has already begun from
26th September, the day of
first Navratri and will con-
tinue till  November 5th,
the day of Tulsi Vivah-said
Mr. Amar Parwani,
National Senior Vice
President & Mr. Jitendra
Doshi , State President  of
the CAIT today in a joint
statement released here
today.

Mr. Parwani & Mr.
Doshi  said that the hike in
DA by the Central

Government of 4% on
October 8th and another
announcement of the
Government about
P r o d u c t iv i t y - L i n ke d
Bonus (PLB) equivalent to
78 days of wages to non-
gazetted railway employ-
ees for financial year 2021-
22 is going to help the con-
sumers in their spending
during Diwali festivity
season. It will certainly
trigger the market and the
economy. These two deci-
sions of the Government
will pump thousands of
crores of rupees into the
economy. The increasing
urbanisation will boost de-
mand for vehicles & real
estate and will increase
economic activity in
urban areas. The bumper
agriculture crop is expect-
ed to bring money in rural
India and it is expected that
much of the liquidity ac-
crued to these sectors will
in turn boost Diwali festivi-
ty sales.

Mr. Parwani & Mr. Doshi

said that as per an estimate,
the Diwali festivity busi-
ness is expected to register
a whopping turnover of
more than Rs. 1.5 lakh crore
and more than one lakh
crore rupees is expected to
be incurred on travel and
other services pertaining to
Diwali. As per a report re-
leased by FADA recently,
overall retails of
Automobiles increased by a
massive 57% during the pe-
riod of Navratri. All cate-
gories also showed extreme-
ly high growth with 2W, 3W,
CV, PV and Tractors in-
creasing by 52.%, 115%,
48%, 70% and 58% respec-
tively. These figures show
expected robust business
during Diwali festivity-said
both the trade leaders. As
per an estimate about 5
crore gifts from small to
high range of all sorts of
items are being exchanged
during Diwali festival peri-
od which does form a sub-
stantial contribution 
to Diwali festivity sales.

Workshop on ‘Holistic Health Care for
Sr Citizen - Preventive Care and Yoga’

Raipur, Oct 15: One day
workshop was organized
by in parnership with
HelpAge India & Center
for Study of Social
Change (CSSC), Mumbai
with the support of
Regional Resource
Training Centre (RRTC),
Govt of India  at Senior
Citizen Social Welfare
Society Community Hall,
D D Nager Raipur on
Thursday.

Chief Guest  Gyanesh
Sharma, President, State
Yoga Commission,
Government of
Chhattisgarh appreciated
the efforts of Helpage
India. He said, “What we
have to remember now is
that longevity has
brought with it a host of
challenges. One of the
most important of these
is living a good life.
Senior citizens are em-
powered with law of
Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior
Citizens (MWPSrC) Act
2007 that gives them the
strength to stand against

any form of abuse at the
hands of their children.
Similarly, Yoga is also im-
portant for holistic living.
The state government is
also making efforts to
bring Yoga in the lives of
senior citizens.”

Advocate Nirmala
Samant Prabhavalkar,

Special Guest on the occa-
sion stated that, “Sr
Citizen are empowered
with the special Act to
protect them from finan-
cial and other forms of
abuse. It is of prime im-
portance to create aware-
ness among the Sr
Citizen to live and lead a

dignified life. Therefore
physical and emotional
wellbeing will be the top
most agenda for the elder-
ly community.
Subhankar Biswas, State
Head, Helpage India,
Chhattisgarh in his wel-
come address mentioned
that the state needs such
Resource Centre to cater
to the need of 3 lac Sr
Citizen to
empower.“They need pen-
sions we know, but they
also need a healthy
lifestyle,” he 

added. This was fol-
lowed by felicitation of
the elderly members of
the welfare society. Ms
Bhumisuta Sahu, Ms
Sakshi Singh, Abhishek
Chandel, Kamlesh
Sharma from RRTC
Mumbai trained the sen-
ior citizens about the im-
portance of balanced
diet, yoga and
Ortheopedic exercises.
The vote of thanks was
proposed by  Amit
Bhaumik, Team Leader
(HelpAge India).
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CAIT calls for ‘Apni
Diwali- Bharatiya
Diwali’

Related to
Dermatology

In association with
renowned cosmetic
Gynaecology chain
Elle Sante

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1155::  National Institute
of Technology Raipur visited
Bharat Mata Hr. Secondary
School on Saturday under the
Atal Innovation Mission which
aims to foster an innovative and
entrepreneurial culture through-
out the entire nation. This event
was conducted by the
Entrepreneurship Cell, NIT
Raipur under the guidance of Dr.
Samir Bajpai, Head, Career
Development Center, Dr.
Chandrakant Thakur, faculty in-
charge, E-Cell, and successfully
coordinated by Garvita K.
Basantani, Navoday Satyam
Shukla, Overall Coordinators and

others. The aim of the team was
to brief students about Python
and 3D printing.

Sr. Aruna Gopu, Principal,
Susmita Rajesh, Coordinator,
Pritpal Singh, Ruma Mukherjee,
and Sangeeta Anand were pres-
ent during the event. Moving
ahead, Harshkishan Singh intro-
duced students to Python and
explained its installation, shell
and script modes, language, and
recommended books and web-
sites that interested students
can utilize to acquire more
knowledge about python. The
presentation concluded with an
interactive Q&A session.

Students briefed about Python and 3D
printing under Atal Innovation Mission
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Bijapur, Oct 15: Bijapur
MLA and Vice President of
Bastar Region Tribal
Development Authority
Vikram Mandavi is on a
tour of Pamed area. The
special thing about this
tour was that the state gov-
ernment has opened the
paddy procurement centre
in Pamed.

Pamed also known as
fag-end village of
Chhattisgarh state. The
stone was laid for the build-
ing of the Paddy Purchase
Centre (PPC). Now the
farmers of Pamed area
will be able to sell their pro-
duce paddy in Pamed.

Earlier, the farmers of
Pamed area used to sell
their paddy at Basaguda
paddy procurement centre
covering a distance of 60-
65 km. There is a lot of en-

thusiasm among the farm-
ers of this region with the
opening of the paddy pro-
curement centre in Pamed.
With the opening of the
new paddy procurement
centre in Pamed, several
farmers of villages adjoin-
ing Pamed are also happy.

Pamed's new paddy buy-
ing centre is in block
Usoor and will cover multi-
ple villages viz. Pamed,
Dharamaram, Jarpalli,
Tekler, Yampur, Saped,
Pallaguda, Bhomeed,
Kanchal, Kaurgatta,
Raspalli, Pinnachanda,
Peddachanda, Tongguda,

Inkal, Meddiguda,
Mettagudare, Errapalli,
Daggally, ,Minagatta,
Jidpalli, Gadiguda,
Sandrambore, Mangalator,
Udtamalla and
Gudrajguda etc.

The farmers of these vil-
lages will be able to sell
their produce at their near-
est paddy buying center
Pamed. The farmers of
Pamed, which is called the
last end of Chhattisgarh,
have been demanding to
open a paddy purchase
centre in Pamed for
decades, this demand of
the farmers was met by

MLA Vikram Mandavi on
May 19, 2022, at the meet-
ing of the state's chief
Bhupesh Baghel in
Awapalli.

After bringing to the no-
tice of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel the de-
mand to open a new paddy
procurement centre in
Pamed has being fulfilled.
MLA Vikram Mandavi,
who was on Pamed tour,
laid a 300-meter CC road in
Devgudi, Matagudi, CRPF
camp in village Pamed,
500-meter CC road from
Ambedkar Para to Muria
Para, 400-meter boundary

wall around the hospital
premises and demands of
the villagers.

However, MLA Vikram
Mandavi gave approval for
the griping of the pond of
village Pamed and instal-
lation of Sulusgate.
During this visit Mandavi
has given approval for
Devgudis for Tekler,
Tongguda Jarapalli, Rs 5
lakh for each Devgudi and
a water tank and 200-
meter boundary wall in
village Tekler for primary
school, and also laid its
foundation.

Addressing the farmers,
MLA Vikram Mandavi
said that the farmers and
public representatives had
been demanding for a long
time to open a paddy pro-
curement centre in
Pamed, which has now
been fulfilled. 17 villages
of Pamed region will be
able to sell their paddy in
the paddy procurement
centre of Pamed and
whatever other demands
have come from Pamed
area, will also be fulfilled
soon, Mandavi added.
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Konta/Sukma, Oct 15:
Unbelievable performances
are being organized by the
students in more than a
dozen disciplines like shot
throw, javelin throw, grid-
dle throw, archery, swim-
ming etc as part of Sports
Mahakumbh presently un-
derway in Eklavya. Sukma
Nagar Panchayat President
Raju Sahu, present as the
chief guest, said that along
with studies, sports have a
special importance in life,
it helps us to develop physi-
cally and intellectually.

There is no dearth of tal-
ent in our children, but
they need the right plat-
form to behold them, which
is being accomplished by
our Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Minister Kawasi Lakhma.
An example of this is that
Chhattisgarhiya r
Olympics is being organ-
ized for the first time in the

state.
Sukma Nagar Panchayat

President said that our
youth leader Harish
Kawasi says a very good
thing that neither victory
is necessary nor defeat is
necessary, life is a game, it
is necessary to play it.
That's why never give up in
life, one day you will defi-
nitely get success by mov-
ing forward.

Assistant commissioner
Ganesh Ram Sori said that
the children here have
amazing talent, which is
being developed through
this event, children of the

district are showing their
talent by reaching the na-
tional level.

He said that you should
have the passion that you
reach the national level
and this should be the goal
because Eklavya is not a
name but an idea, all of
you should follow this idea
so that you can penetrate
your goal and success kiss-
es your feet. During this, a
large number of students
including Traders Cell's
District President Ramesh
Rathi, IT Cell's District
President Rinku Das were
present.
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Ambikapur, Oct 15: The
13 year old Puja (name
changed) will witness the
vibrance of Diwali for the
first time in her life with
her own eyes. She was suf-
fering from cataract since
birth but she has recieved
the invaluable gift of eye-
sight through the 'Chirayu'
scheme under the

National Child Health
Program. Pooja, studying
in Jeevan Jyoti school for
the visually impaired  in
Batauli, Surguja, was un-
able to see since birth due
to cataract and due to her
family's poor financial
condition, she was unable
to get her medical treat-
ment done. Her father got
her admitted in the Jeevan
Jyoti school for the visual-
ly impaired seeing her
urge and dedication to at-
tain education. As her eye-
sight is perfectly fine now,
she will leave the this
school and pursue educa-
tion in a normal school
and  will witness this
year's Diwali being illumi-
nated with her own eyes
for the first time.

Dr. Amin Firdausi,
District Nodal Officer of
National Child Health
Program in Surguja in-
formed that the team of
Chirayu programme,
Batauli  Health
Department examined

Pooja's eyes in
her school as a
part of their
medical check
up camp and
suggested her to
undergo a sur-
gery to restore
her vision.
Seeing a ray of
hope in the life
of his daughter,
her father glad-
ly consented to
the operation.
In the year-2018,
Pooja's one eye
was successful-
ly operated in
Raipur and in
August this
year her second
eye was operat-
ed in
A m b i k a p u r.
Due to timely
investigation
and operation,
today Pooja is
able to see everything with
both her eyes.

It is worth mentioning

that under the 'Chirayu
programme', free of cost
treatment of 44 types of

diseases are being done for
the children in
Anganwadi's and schools.

National Child Health
Program Deputy Director
Dr. VR. Bhagat said that
under the 'Chirayu'
scheme run by the state
government, all children
up to 18 years of age en-
rolled in Anganwadi and
studying in schools are
provided free health
check-ups regularly and
are also provided all possi-
ble treatment  by qualified
medical teams. Under this
programme, 44 types of
diseases  like low vision,
hearing loss, vitamin defi-
ciency, anemia, heart dis-
ease are identified and
treated. He also informed
that the children whose
treatment is not possible
at the local level, they are
referred to higher health
institutions for better
treatment by 'Chirayu'
teams and a total of 330
'Chirayu' teams are active
in the state at present.
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Koriya, Oct 15:
Chhattisgarh Government
led by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is commit-
ted towards administrative
decentralization to im-
prove access to public facil-
ities and ensure balanced
development of all regions.

In this line, a new Tehsil
Pondi (Bachra) was
launched today. The com-
mencement of the Tehsil
office will save both time
and money for people.
Besides, people of 33 gram

panchayats in this area will
get convenience in getting
their revenue matters re-
solved.

Home, Public Works, and
District in-charge minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu who at-
tended the launch pro-
gramme virtually congrat-
ulated the people of the
area on the launch of the
new tehsil.

He said that with the cre-
ation of a new tehsil today,
as per the direction of the
Chief Minister, timely rev-
enue facilities would be en-
sured to the people and this
would strengthen the ad-
ministrative work.

The Tehsil office was for-
mally inaugurated by
Parliamentary Secretary
and Baikunthpur MLA
Ambika Singh Deo.
Following this, she inspect-
ed the Tehsil office and con-
gratulated all the people

present there.
Zila Panchayat President

Renuka Singh and Vice-
President Vedanti Tiwari
also congratulated and ex-
tended their best wishes to
the public for the start of
this new Tehsil office.

33 gram panchayats will
be benefitted from the for-
mation of this new Tehsil:

With the creation of this

new Tehsil, people of 33
gram panchayats will get
the facility of resolving
revenue matters. The new
tehsil will have one rev-
enue inspector board and
15 'patwari halkas'.

The Tehsildar has been
directed to organize special
camps in the gram pan-
chayats for the redressal of
revenue matters.

Operate with sensitivity in 
projects of WCD: Collector
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Rajnandgaon, Oct 15:
District Collector Doman
Singh took a meeting with
officials of Women and
Child Development, here
and took a thorough re-
view of the work being
done in the department.

In the meeting, the
Collector asked the super-
visors and Anganwadi
workers to do the work of
Women and Child
Development Department
sensitively and seriously,
to ensure the health of
women and children and

discharge their responsi-
bility towards the elimina-
tion of malnutrition. He
said that without mean-
ingful efforts and working
seriously, we cannot get
rid of the curse of malnu-
trition.

Addressing the meet,
the Collector said that it is

not possible to imagine a
developed society without
healthy, well-nourished
women and children.
Taking numerical infor-
mation of severely mal-
nourished and moderately
malnourished children,
the collector said that dis-
tribution of nutritious

food to them should be
done regularly.

For information, at pres-
ent, nutrition food provid-
ed by the government is
being distributed 6 days a
week in Anganwadi cen-
ters and along with this,
nutritious food is being
provided 3 days a week
from the DMF fund pro-
vided by the district ad-
ministration. In this way,
severely malnourished
children are being provid-
ed nutritious food at the
Anganwadi center 6 days a
week and 3 days from
DMF both times.

Review meeting on 
anti-Naxal operations
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Konta, Oct 15: On
October 14, 2022, a review
meeting was taken by
Director General of Police
Chhattisgarh Ashok
Juneja and Director
General CRPF Sujoy Lal
Thosen on anti-Naxal op-
erations and very impor-
tant topics of South Bastar
region at District
Headquarter Sukma.

Establishing better coor-
dination between CRPF
and local police in Bijapur,
Dantewada and Bastar, in
relation to conducting
anti-Naxal operations ef-
fectively, Director General
of Police Chhattisgarh
and Director General of
CRPF interacted with the
field officers and reviewed
important points and nec-
essary guidelines. Given.

It is noteworthy that
during the operation peri-
od of 2021-2022, the strate-
gy adopted by the Central

Paramilitary Force and
the local police force to
curb the Naxal activities
in Bastar region and to
speed up the development
work became effective and
got a decisive edge.

In today's meeting,
Special Director General
CRPF Nitin Agarwal,
Additional Director
General of Police Naxal
Operations Vivekanand
Sinha, Inspector General
of Police Bastar Range

Sundarraj P., Inspector
General CRPF Saket
Kumar Singh, Deputy
Inspector General of
Police Dantewada Range
Kamlochan Kashyap,
Superintendent of Police
District Sukma Sunil
Sharma, Superintendent
of Police District  Bijapur
Anjaneya Varshney and
senior officers of District
Police Force and
CRPF/COBRA were 
present.

Students distributed text-books
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Birkoni, Oct 15: The stu-
dents of Government
Girl's HS School Gram
Birkoni were distributed
text-books by the convener
of National Andolan
Front New Delhi Saurabh
Vajpayee and with assis-
tance of Minimata
Foundation.

In this programme
President of Minimata
Foundation Ramsharan
Tandon, former Sarpanch
Toopsingh Nishad were
also present. On this occa-
sion students were given
information about the sub-
ject 'Desh hein to hum
hein, desh nahi to hum
kaha' as mentioned in the
text-book.

They were also motivat-
ed to student about their
basic rights, duties and re-
sponsibilities making full
use of the Book. The stu-
dents on this occasion ex-
pressed gratitude for free
of cost distribution of
text-books. During this
Principal Tameshwari
Sahu and all other teach-
ers were present.

Mandavi lays stone for Paddy Purchase Centre 
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p In Pamed, which
happens to be 
tail-end part of 
the state

Night patrolling started in city
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Koriya, Oct 15:
Implementing upon the in-
structions given by the
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh and SP Trilok
Bansal during review of
the law & order, the dis-
trict and police adminis-
tration has started night

patrolling in the region. It
is notable here that the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in the review SP
and Collector's conference
had given instructions to
ensure visible policing in
all the districts. So it was
in this context, the district
and police officers took
initiative to strengthen

night patrolling and in
which the officers from
the Revenue and Police ad-
ministration were pres-
ent. This initiative has
been taken to put a check
on anti-social activities in
city during night-hours
and ensure that the people
can commute safely dur-
ing this period.

One nabbed
for playing
‘satta-patti’

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  OOcctt  1155:: It
was on tip from an in-
former that one DK
Ujjwane R/o Gram
Ghortalabwas nabbed
red-handed near
'Kalamanch' practicing
'satta-patti' as per
numbers marked on
piece of paper. 

The witness present
confirmed the same
and the person was
taken into arrest under
betting and since it is
bailable an offence, he
was released on pre-
senting bail.

‘Ch’garh Govt ensuring balanced development of all regions’
With administrative
decentralization

Pondi (Bachra) Tehsil
office inaugurated 

Wave of joy among
locals, people thanked
CM on the launch of
new Tehsil office

Villagers expressed

their heartfelt gratitude

towards CM:

Expressing happiness
on the launch of the new
tehsil, Vijay Kumar
Jaiswal of village Baima
thanked Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. Villager
Dilbharan said that they
will no longer have to
travel long distances for
getting their revenue
matters resolved. 

He expressed heartfelt
gratitude towards the
Chief Minister on the be-
half of the entire region.
Local public representa-
tives, administrative offi-
cers, employees, and a
large number of villagers
were present in the
launch programme.

‘Pooja will witness the vibrance of Diwali
for the first time in her life’

p Was suffering from
Cataract since birth,
she will soon leave
the school for the
visually impaired
and join a normal
school

p National Child Health
Program is returning
smiles of many inno-
cent people suffer-
ing from congenital
diseases

Ambikapur:A visually impaired student
to witness the vibrance of Diwali with
the free treatment provided through
‘Chirayu’ Yojna.

Sports Mahakumbh,
organized in Eklavya
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Angry Kashmiri Pandits block Jammu road

Jammu, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Hundreds of protesting
displaced Kashmiri Pandit
employees, who are seek-
ing their relocation from
the valley, on Saturday
blocked Jammu-Akhnoor
road to protest the latest
targeted killing of their
community member by

terrorists in the valley.
Puran Krishan Bhat

was fired upon by terror-
ists near his residence in
the Chowdhary Gund area
of south Kashmir’s
Shopian district this after-
noon, resulting in his
death.

The Pandits, employed
under Prime Minister’s
employment package, are
on protest at relief com-
missioners office in
Jammu over the past five
months following the
killing of their colleague

Rahul Bhat in Kashmir
last May.

As the news of the latest
killing of Kashmiri Pandit
broke out, they came out
of the protest site and
marched towards the
main road and blocked the
highway, amid high pitch
sloganeering to denounce
the target killings by ter-
rorists and the alleged fail-
ure of the government to
deal with the situation.

“Our worst fears have
once again come true with
the latest killing.

IITG showcases innovations at R&D fair
Guwahati, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Indian Institute of
Technology, Guwahati
(IITG) has showcased its
research and development
projects and innovations
at the ongoing IITs
Research and
Development (R&D) fair in
New Delhi.

IIT Delhi is hosting the
first of its kind R&D fair
‘IInven Tiv’ to bring to-
gether key stakeholders
from the industry, govern-
ment institutions and aca-
demia to collaborate,
learn, exchange ideas and
innovate.

IITG has showcased its
leading projects in the fair
and exchanged ideas with

key stakeholders from the
government, industry and
academia, according to a
release by it on Saturday.

It has displayed various
innovations which include
among others affordable
limbs, biodegradable plas-
tics, ecofriendly burners
and low cost indigenous
fluorometer, instruments
for visualisation of latent
fingerprints, pathogen
sensors, diagnosis kits and
optoelectronic device, it
said.

IITG Director Prof T G
Sitharam said that the
showcasing of representa-
tive inventions from the
institute will be a stepping
stone for evolving more
startups and commerciali-

sation of follow-ups in
these areas.

“I believe that such
smart research and devel-
opment practices of IITG
will further strengthen the
industry academia collab-
oration for sustainable so-
ciety”, he added.

The R&D fair envisions
enhancing public percep-
tion of the IIT ecosystem
and ten broad themes have
been identified. These in-
clude defence and aero-
space, healthcare (includ-
ing devices and digital
health), environment and
sustainability (including
air, water, rivers) and
clean energy and renew-
ables (including hydrogen
and EV), the release said.

Investment Behavioural Truths

‘Love for gold in people from Tier II cities’
Mumbai, Oct 15: 

Leading consumer data
Intelligence company, Axis
My India, launched India’s
Investment Behaviour
Report – a comprehensive
study to understand
Indian consumers’ ap-
proach towards different
forms of investment, key
barriers and drivers for
making investment deci-
sions. Focusing on varied
investment instrument,
the report unveils con-
sumer opinion towards
Gold investment and the
rising trend of new age in-

struments like ‘digital
gold’.

Gold emerged as the
most preferred form of in-
vestment for people in
Tier-II cities with 43% of
respondents investing in
gold due to an existing cul-
tural affinity.

Commenting on the sur-
vey, Pradeep Gupta,
Chairman and Managing
Director of Axis My India
said, “According to the ob-
served trend, tier 2 cities
have enormous potential
for digital investment.
Many young investors
from tier II are increasing-

ly choosing to invest in
digital assets as a result of
the rapid digitization,
which has spread internet
literacy outside of metro
areas. Even though gold is
the most popular and tra-
ditional investment option
throughout cities, tier II
cities place a high value on
trust when purchasing
gold.” Of those who do
digital investment – 50%
have invested in MF, 40%
in shares and a significant
35% in Gold (both digital
gold and gold bought from
e-commerce). Only 10% in-
vest in cryptocurrency.

Navy commander falls prey to
‘outstanding power bill’ scam

Mumbai, Oct 15 (PTI) 

An Indian Navy com-
mander became the latest
victim of the “outstanding
power bill” scam and lost
about Rs 1.5 lakh from his
credit card to cyber fraud-
sters, a Mumbai Police of-
ficial said on Saturday.

However, the quick
thinking by the Naval offi-
cer saved him from losing
another Rs 1.35 lakh as he
blocked his card while the
fraudster was talking to
him over the phone. The
amount of Rs 1.35 lakh
was recovered, the official
said. The incident came to
light on Friday when the
commander approached
the police. “On Thursday,
his wife received a mes-
sage from an unidentified

number stating that since
their electricity bill was
pending, the supply will be
disconnected if the
amount is not paid. She
forwarded the message to
her husband,” the official
said.

When the officer called
on the given phone num-
ber, the person who an-
swered the call asked him
to download
“QuickSupport” app on
his mobile phone to pay
the bill, he said.

After the app was down-
loaded, the fraudster got
access to the commander’s
mobile phone and asked
the latter to send Rs 10,
which was debited from
his account.

“Keeping the officer en-
gaged in conversation, the
unidentified accused with-
drew Rs 48,999 and again
Rs 98,000 in back-to-back
transactions,” he said.

‘Patnaik to hit campaign trail in Dhamnagar’

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15 (PTI): 

Ruling Biju Janata Dal
president and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
BJP leaders and Union
Ministers Dharmendra
Pradhan, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Bisheswar
Tudu, AICC Odisha in-
charge A Chella Kumar
and others were among
the star campaigners of
the BJD, BJP and
Congress for the
Dhamnagar by-elections
scheduled to be held on
November 3.

The three parties have
separately submitted the
list of their star cam-
paigners to the office of
the Odisha’s Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
here. While BJD and
BJP’s star campaigner list

comprises 40 names each,
the Congress has 30 lead-
ers to campaign for its
candidate Baba
Harekrushna Sethi.

Patnaik, who refrained
from campaigning in two
previous by-elections at
Pipili and Brajarajnagar,
however, this time will hit
the campaigning trail as
the regional party has
been facing challenge
from a rebel candidate.

“The party candidates
had won the two previous
by-polls even as the BJD
president did not cam-
paign. However, this time
round, the situation is dif-
ferent. The Dhamnagar
seat was held by BJP in
2019 elections. The BJD
had lost the polls by over
4,000 votes,” a senior
leader said, adding that
this time round the BJD’s
official candidate Abanti
Das is facing party’s rebel
candidate and former

MLA Rajendra Das.
Patnaik will go to

Dhamnagar for campaign-
ing, the senior party
leader said, adding that
the party has kept School
and Mass Education
Minister SR Dash away
from campaigning as he is
in the eye of the storm
over the death of BJD’s
Zilla Parishad member
Dharmendra Sahoo of
Puri district.

Similarly, the regional
party also did not include
name of Ollywood super-
star and Kendrapara MP
Anubhav Mohanty in the
list of campaigners.
Mohanty has been ac-
cused of harassing his ac-
tress wife Varsha
Priyadarshini. Several
cases are pending in court
against Mohanty.

However, two Odia film
stars like Akash
Dasnayak and Arindam
Ray would campaign for

BJD candidate Abanti
Das.

The by-elections in
Dhamnagar has all of a
sudden became interest-
ing after disgruntled BJD
leader and former MLA
Rajendra Das filed nomi-
nation papers.

The election will now
become a four-horse race
with BJP’s Suryavanshi
Suraj and Congress’ Baba
Harekrushna Sethi in the
fray besides BJD’s Abanti
Das and rebel candidate
Rajendra Das.

The BJD while playing
the woman card, has field-
ed Abanti Das, a protege of
Rajendra Das, from the
constituency to counter
the sympathy wave in
favour of the Suryavanshi
Suraj, son of Bishnu Sethi
whose demise on
September 19 necessitated
the by-election.

Meanwhile, the
Dhamnagar by-poll has

become more interesting
after BJP’s late MLA B C
Sethi’s nephew
Subhranaran Sethi, also
filed nomination as an
Independent candidate on
the last moment on Friday.

Besides three Union
Ministers, the BJP has
also decided to engage
party’s MLAs, MPs and
Odisha in-charge Sunil
Bansal, D Purandeswari,
state president Samir
Mohanty, Leader of
Opposition JN Mishra in
the list of star campaign-
ers.

Apart from Chella
Kumar, the Congress’s 30
star campaigners list in-
clude Odisha co-in charge
Rudra Raju, OPCC presi-
dent Sarat Pattanayak,
and Suresh Routray, and
Tara Bahinipati.

The election will be held
on November 3 and the
counting of votes will be
held on November 6.

‘My family has long relationship
with poll-bound K’taka’

Ballari (K’taka), Oct 15 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday tried to
strike an emotional chord
with people of poll-bound
Karnataka by recalling his
family’s association with
the State.

He made reference to
Ballari from where his
mother and Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi suc-
cessfully contested the Lok
Sabha election in 1999.

The leader pointed out
that his grandmother and
late former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
had contested and won
from Chikkamagaluru

Lok Sabha constituency in
1978. “We have a long rela-
tionship between my fami-
ly and Ballari. My mother
fought her election from
here and got elected due to
the wholehearted support
of the people of Ballari,”
Gandhi recalled while ad-
dressing a public meeting

here as part of his Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

“My grandmother
Indira Gandhi fought from
Chikkamagaluru. So, I
cannot forget that,” he
pointed out.

Gandhi addressed a pub-
lic meeting here to cele-
brate the completion of
1,000 km by walk.

Senior Congress func-
tionaries, including
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, former
chief ministers
Siddaramaiah, Veerappa
Moily, Kamal Nath,
Digvijaya Singh,

Congress’ presidential
candidate Mallikarjun
Kharge, AICC general sec-
retary and party’s
Karnataka in charge
Randeep Singh Surjewala,
Pradesh Congress
Committee presidents
from all the States,
Karnataka MLAs, MPs
and former ministers at-
tended the event.

The former Congress
leader, who started his
march on September 7
from Kanyakumari has
planned to conclude his
Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Jammu on January 30,
2023 covering over 3,500
km by walk.

DANCE PRESENTATION 

A cultural dance during a programme organised to mark the culmination of a special
drive ‘Knittathon’, on the occasion of the 62nd anniversary of the AFWWA, in New
Delhi, Saturday.

BRIEF

Dismissed
 Jammu: Four govern-

ment employees, in-
cluding a policeman,
and a bank manager
were dismissed from
service by the Jammu
and Kashmir adminis-
tration for their al-
leged involvement in
anti-national activi-
ties, officials said on
Saturday. The dis-
missal of the five —
most of whom have
cases registered
against them for ter-
ror activities — was
ordered under Article
311 of the Indian
Constitution, an offi-
cial spokesperson
said. Article 311 pro-
vides for the dismissal
of a person employed
in civil capacities
under a Union or a
state.

Summon
 Kolkata: The

Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
summoned the daugh-
ter of arrested
Trinamool Congress
leader Anubrata
Mondal in the cattle
scam to appear before
it in New Delhi to in-
terrogate her about
the source of the huge
wealth she has
amassed in the last
few years, an ED offi-
cial said on Saturday.
Sukanya Mondal, who
is a primary school
teacher in Birbhum
district, has been sum-
moned to appear at
the ED New Delhi of-
fice on October 27, he
said.

Shot dead 
 Barabanki: A 35-

year-old cosmetic
shop owner was shot
dead in a village here
and thrown into a
well, police said on
Saturday. Naseem
alias Raju ran a cos-
metic shop in Aalapur
village and was re-
turning home from a
fair in Katra Gadiya
Mazar on Friday
around 10 pm along
with his two compan-
ions- Imtiaz and
Shafiku.

Mishap
 Bijnor: Two persons

were killed and as
many injured in a col-
lision between two
motorcycles in the
Rehar area here on
Saturday, police said.
The incident took
place around 2 pm in
front of Inter College
Bhagtawala, Station
House Officer of
Rehar police station
Manoj Parmar said.
Alauddin (20) and
Shekhar (19), riding
their respective mo-
torcycles, died on the
spot, he said, adding
two others were in-
jured in the accident
and have been admit-
ted to a hospital.

Arrested 
 Jamshedpur: A

teacher was arrested
in connection with the
alleged self-immola-
tion bid by a student
here after she was re-
portedly forced to re-
move her clothes to
check whether she
was copying from
chits hidden in her
uniform to write her
exam.

SP President Akhilesh
Yadav collects ashes at
the cremation site of
Samajwadi Party founder
late Mulayam Singh
Yadav, at Saifai in Etawah
district, Saturday

 BJD faces rebel can-
didate Loses Rs 1.5 lakh to

cyber fraudsters

To protest latest
target killing by 
terrorists in valley



POPE ARRIVES TO ATTEND A MOVEMENT

Pope Francis arrives on the popemobile to meet with members of the Comunione e
Liberazione (Communion and Liberation) Catholic lay movement in St. Peter’s Square
at the Vatican, Saturday.
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Washington, Oct 15 (AP):

The Biden administration
will send Ukraine a new
USD 725 million package of
weapons and other military
assistance, the White House
said, as the US added to a
flurry of aid announce-
ments from European allies
this week.

The announcement made
on Friday comes on the heels
of meetings at NATO, where
defence leaders from Europe
and around the world

pledged weapons and air de-
fence systems to Ukraine as
Russia heightened its bom-
bardment of Kyiv and other
regions.

Officials said there are no
major new weapons in the
US package. Instead, the US
aid is largely aimed at re-
stocking thousands of
rounds of ammunition for
the weapons systems
Ukraine has been successful-
ly using in its counteroffen-
sive against Russia, as the
war stretches into its eighth

month. The new package in-
cludes rounds for the High
Mobility Artillery Rocket
Systems, known as HI-
MARS, a critical weapon
that has improved Ukraine’s
ability to strike ammunition
depots, bridges and other
key targets that erode
Russia’s ability to resupply
troops. The US has already
sent 20 HIMARS to Ukraine,
and has promised 18 more

that would be delivered in
the coming years.

The aid announcement
caps a string of commit-
ments from allies this week.
One after another in the last
two days, countries large
and small detailed new con-
tributions to Ukraine’s fight,
underscoring the persistent
fears among European na-
tions that they could be
Moscow’s next target.

US sending USD 725 million more in military aid to Ukraine

United Nations, Oct 15 (AP):

A record 4.7 million peo-
ple in Haiti are facing acute
hunger, including 19,000 in
catastrophic famine condi-
tions for the first time, all in
a slum controlled by gangs
in the capital, according to a
report. The UN World Food
Program and Food and
Agriculture Organisation
said unrelenting crises have
trapped Haitians “in a cycle
of growing desperation,
without access to food, fuel,
markets, jobs and public
services, bringing the coun-
try to a standstill.”

The Cite Soleil district of
the capital, Port-au-Prince,
where violence has in-
creased as armed gangs vye
for control, is facing the
most urgent need of hu-
manitarian assistance, it
said. The report by the
Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification, which
is a global partnership of 15
UN agencies and interna-
tional humanitarian
groups, released on Friday
paints a grim picture of es-
calating hunger in the

Western Hemisphere’s
poorest country. The part-
nership uses five categories
of food security, from Phase
1 in which people have
enough to eat to Phase 5 in
which households have an
extreme lack of food and
face famine, starvation,
death and destitution. The
19,000 people in Cite Soleil
are now in the latter
group, the report said.
According to the analysis,
a record 4.7 million
Haitians are in the three
worst categories 2.9 mil-
lion in “crisis” Phase 3
characterised by gaps in
food consumption and
acute malnutrition, 1.8
million in “emergency”
Phase 4 in which there are
large gaps in food con-
sumption, very high acute
malnutrition and excess
deaths, and 19,000 in
“famine” Phase 5.

The report said food se-
curity has also continued
to deteriorate in Haiti’s
rural areas, with several
dropping from the “crisis”
phase into the “emer-
gency” phase. The World

Food Program and the Food
and Agriculture
Organisation said food inse-
curity has increased over
the past three years and 65
per cent of Haitians “are in
high levels of food insecuri-
ty with 5 per cent of them in
urgent need of humanitari-
an assistance.” Haiti has
been gripped by inflation

and political gridlock that
have exacerbated protests
and brought society to the
breaking point. Daily life in
the country began to spin
out of control last month
just hours after Prime
Minister Ariel Henry said
fuel subsidies would be
eliminated, causing prices
to double.

A record 4.7 million Haitians face acute hunger
Ankara, Oct 15 (AP):

An explosion inside a
coal mine in northern
Turkey killed at least 25
people, local officials an-
nounced, while rescuers
working through the night
were trying to bring
dozens of others trapped
to the surface.

The explosion occurred
6:45 pm on Friday at the
state-owned TTK Amasra
Muessese Mudurlugu
mine in the town of
Amasra in the Black Sea
coastal province of Bartin.

Energy Minister Fatih
Donmez said a prelimi-
nary assessment indicated
the explosion was likely
caused by firedamp a ref-
erence to flammable gases

found in coal mines.
There were 110 people in

the mine at the time of the
explosion, Interior

Minister Suleyman Soylu,
who travelled to Amasra to
coordinate the rescue op-
eration, told reporters.

Most of the workers were
able to evacuate following
the blast, but 49 were
trapped in a higher risk
area of the facility, the
minister said.

Soylu would not provide
a number for those still
trapped, saying some
among the 49 had been lift-
ed to safety.

“We are faced with a pic-
ture that we truly regret,
that we regret to have to
share (with the public),”
Soylu said.

The Bartin governor’s
office said 25 were killed in
the blast. Health Minister
Fahrettin Koca reported at
least 17 injured, including
eight who were being
treated in intensive care
units.

25 dead, many trapped in Turkish coal mine blast

Cairo, Oct 15 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Saturday visited the
H e l i o p o l i s
Commonwealth War
Grave Cemetery here and
honoured the memory of
Indian soldiers who laid
down their lives during
the First World War in
Egypt and Palestine.

Jaishankar is in Egypt
on a two-day visit at the
invitation of his Egyptian
counterpart Sameh
Hassan Shoukry.

“Indians have made
sacrifices across the

world in the service of
humanity. They inspire
us as we strive to create a
more contemporary and
equitable global order,”
Jaishankar tweeted, shar-
ing some photographs of
his visit to the war grave
cemetery.

Heliopolis War
Cemetery includes the
Heliopolis (Port Tewfik)
Memorial and the
Heliopolis (Aden)
Memorial.

The Heliopolis (Port
Tewfik) Memorial com-
memorates 4,000 men
who served and died with
the British Indian Army

during the First World
War in Egypt and
Palestine, and who have
no known grave. The
Heliopolis (Aden)
Memorial commemorates
more than 600 men of the
Commonwealth forces
who died in the defence of
Aden during the WW-I
and who have no known
grave. Earlier in the day,
Jaishankar paid homage
to Mahatma Gandhi at
the famous Al Horreya
Park in the Egyptian capi-
tal. Gandhi’s bust was un-
veiled at the park in 2019
to mark his 150th birth
anniversary.

Jaishankar pays tribute to Indian soldiers at
Heliopolis Commonwealth War Grave Cemetery

Multan, Oct 15:

At least 200 rotting
corpses were found on the
roof of a hospital in
Pakistan’s Multan city on
Friday. As per social
media, hundreds of
human body parts have
been recovered from the
roof of Nishtar Hospital’s
mortuary in Multan after
which the government de-
cided to probe the inci-
dent, reported Geo News.

According to sources,
dozens of bodies are rot-
ting in the room built on
the roof of Nishtar
Hospital. On the other
hand, according to the
news circulating on social
media, hundreds of
human body parts have
been recovered from the
roof.

No confirmation or de-
nial has been given yet,
however, by any govern-
ment official over the
number of bodies.

Advisor to Chief
Minister, Punjab, Tariq
Zaman Gujjar said a

whistleblower tipped him
off about the rotting bod-
ies on the roof of the mor-
tuary at Nishtar Hospital,
reported Geo News.

“I was on a visit in
Nishtar Hospital when a
man approached me and
said if you want to do a
good deed then go the
morgue and check it out,”
Gujjar said.

He said when he
reached there the staff
wasn’t ready to open the
doors of the mortuary. “To
this, I said if you don’t
open it right now, I am
going to file an FIR
against you,” Gujjar
added.

He said when the
morgue was finally
opened and they stepped
in only to find at least 200
bodies lying around. “All
the decomposing bodies
[of both men and women]
were bare. Even women’s
bodies weren’t covered.”
Gujjar said when he asked
them (doctors) to explain
what was going on they
said these were used by

the medical students for
educational purposes.

“Do you sell these bod-
ies? I asked the mortuary
authorities.” Gujjar said
he asked doctors to ex-
plain the incident and in
response, they said it was
not what it looked like as
these were used by the
medical students for edu-
cational purposes, report-
ed Geo News.

“Two of the bodies on
the roof were rather in the
early stages of decomposi-
tion. Maggots were all
over them,” Gujjar said.

He said he had never
seen anything like it in his
50 years of life.

“Vultures and worms
were scavenging on the
corpses on the roof. Our
tally showed there were at
least 35 bodies on the
rooftop of the mortuary.”
“The bodies after being
used for medical educa-
tion purposes should have
been given a proper burial
after Namaz-e-Janaza, but
they were thrown on the
roof,” Gujjar said.

200 rotting corpses found on

hospital roof in Multan

Washington, Oct 15 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
has said Pakistan is “one
of the most dangerous na-
tions in the world” as it
has “nuclear weapons
without cohesion”.

He made the remarks
while addressing a
Democratic Party congres-
sional campaign commit-
tee reception on Thursday.

“ And what I think is
maybe one of the most
dangerous nations in the
world: Pakistan. Nuclear
weapons without any co-
hesion,” Biden said.

The US president’s re-
marks at the reception of
the governing party were
made in the context of the
changing geopolitical situ-
ation globally.

The West has expressed
concern over the safety
and security of Pakistan’s
nuclear weapons. Many in
the West are worried that
Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons could fall into the

hands of terrorists or jiha-
di elements.

“Ever since May 1998,
when Pakistan first began
testing nuclear weapons,
claiming its national secu-
rity demanded it,
American presidents have
been haunted by the fear
that Pakistan’s stockpile of
nukes would fall into the
wrong hands. That fear
now includes the possibili-
ty that jihadis in Pakistan,
freshly inspired by the
Taliban victory in

Afghanistan, might try to
seize power at home,”
Marvin Kalb, a nonresi-
dent senior fellow with the
Foreign Policy pro-
gramme at Brookings
wrote last year.

The top US general
Mark Milley had warned
that a rapid withdrawal of
forces from Afghanistan
would pose an increased
risk to the security of
Pakistan’s nuclear arse-
nal. In his speech, Biden
said the world was chang-

ing rapidly and countries
were rethinking their al-
liances.

“And the truth of the
matter is I genuinely be-
lieve this that the world is
looking to us. Not a joke.
Even our enemies are
looking to us to figure out
how we figure this out,
what we do.”

There was a lot at stake,
Biden said, emphasising
that the US had the capaci-
ty to lead the world to a
place it had never been be-
fore. “Did any of you ever
think you’d have a
Russian leader, since the
Cuban Missile Crisis,
threatening the use of tac-
tical nuclear weapons that
would could only kill
three, four thousand peo-
ple and be limited to make
a point?.

In a televised speech in
September, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
said he would “certainly
use all the means at our
disposal to protect Russia

and our people.” He added
that he was not bluffing.

“Did anybody think
we’d be in a situation
where China is trying to
figure out its role relative
to Russia and relative to
India and relative to
Pakistan?”

Talking about his
Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping, the US president
termed him as a man who
knew what he wanted but
had an “enormous” array
of problems.

Earlier this month, the
US urged its citizens to re-
consider travel to
Pakistan, especially its
restive provinces, due to
terrorism and sectarian
violence.

Earlier this week, it
emerged that Pakistan,
once a key US ally, was not
even mentioned in the US
National Security
Strategy 2022, which iden-
tified China as “America’s
most consequential geopo-
litical challenge”.

Pakistan with N-weapons without cohesion is ‘one
of the most dangerous nations in the world’:  Biden

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar pays homage to
fallen Indian soldiers at the Heliopolis War Cemetery in
Cairo, Egypt, Saturday, Oct. 15.

Relatives of missing miners react in front of the state-
owned TTK Amasra Muessese Mudurlugu mine in Amasra,
in the Black Sea coastal province of Bartin, Turkey,
Saturday, Oct. 15. An explosion occurred Friday evening at
the coal mine and rescue efforts continued.
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Hunger is still 
a challenge

There are currently two
billion malnourished people
in the world, and to feed them
all, we will need to produce
60% more food. According to
the FAO, estimates indicate
that 670 million people will
still be hungry in 2030.
Currently, 3.1 billion people,
or almost 40% of the world's
population, cannot afford a
wholesome diet, and 828 mil-
lion people are believed to be
food insecure. A recent
UNICEF research that fo-
cused on 15 poor nations
found that one child will suf-
fer from severe malnutrition
every minute. Decades of
progress in the fight against
poverty and hunger have
been reversed by global is-
sues in low- and middle-in-
come countries all over the
world. In recent years, the
COVID-19 pandemic, climate
change, and economic shocks
have all contributed to a rise
in the world's hunger rates.
India came in at number 107
out of 121 nations in the 2022
Global Hunger Index. World
Food Day is celebrated annu-
ally on October 16 to com-
memorate the day the Food
and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations was founded (FAO).
World Food Day offers the
chance to spread awareness
about adequate nutrition and
make sure that everyone has
access to enough wholesome
food.

Dr. Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma

Hijab issue
If only the SC had deliv-

ered a unanimous verdict on
this highly emotive issue.
Since the appeals will now be
decided by a larger Bench to
be constituted by the CJI, one
hopes that the BJP doesn’t
play its communal and vote-
bank card. At the same time,
Muslim clergy should take a
liberal view. The ongoing
protests by Iranian women
against the hijab should also
show the mirror to all con-
cerned in India. Let us hope
that wiser counsel will pre-
vail upon all stakeholders till
the matter is finally decided
by the Supreme Court.

Vinayak G, bymail

Ban Palm oil
Our country is the world's

largest importer of palm oil,
and recently, even after the
import duty was cut, the
price of palm oil has climbed.
If you carefully read the la-
bels, you'll notice that most
fast foods, crisps, cookies, and
many bakery products all use
palm oil rather than healthy
oils like coconut and olive oil.
In India, palm oil is less ex-
pensive and has a lower pro-
duction cost than other oils.
Regular consumption of
palm oil, which is known to
contain a lot of saturated fat,
can raise harmful cholesterol
levels. As a result, heart dis-
ease risk is increased.
Therefore, our government
should immediately outlaw
the use of palm oil in food
products.

Vijaykumar H K, Raichur 
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Children of Smile Foundation during a birthday celebration of Nickelodeon's characters 'Motu' and 'Patlu', in Mumbai.

SMILE FOUNDATION EVENT

W HAT is called OPEC+, that is the 13 members of the
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to-

gether with 11 other petroleum exporting countries led by Russia, de-
cided on October 5 to cut their oil production by 2 million barrels per
day, starting from November. The US had been pressing OPEC not to
take this decision. There had been hectic lobbying by the US to prevent
this outcome, and several visits by top US officials to Saudi Arabia, in-
cluding even by President Joe Biden, to press home the point. And yet
OPEC decided otherwise; not surprisingly, this decision has been called
in the western media “a slap on Biden’s face”. The reason why the
Americans were so keen to prevent a cut in OPEC output is three-fold:
first, the consequent rise in world oil prices will exacerbate inflation in
the US and elsewhere, leading to a pervasive rise in interest rates to
counter it; this will further enhance the threat of a recession including
in the US economy. Secondly, even leaving aside these effects that
would take time to materialise, the rise in energy prices will have the
immediate effect of hurting and hence annoying American consumers,
which will have an adverse impact on the Democratic Party’s electoral
prospects in the coming November elections to the Congress and the
Senate in that country. Thirdly, there is the fear that any output con-
traction by OPEC will help Russia by increasing its oil revenue; and the
US does not want such an increase because it defeats the very purpose
of the sanctions that have been imposed on Russia in the wake of the
Ukraine war. So serious is the last of these considerations that the US
officials visiting Saudi Arabia had been posing the issue as one where
that country had to choose between America and Russia. And the
OPEC decision to cut output has been seen as having a geopolitical sig-
nificance, involving a cooling off in US-Saudi Arabia relationship. The
fact that a cut in oil output will help Russia is not in doubt. Indeed it will
help Russia more than any other country. This is because several coun-
tries in OPEC+ have not been producing their full quota of oil. This
group includes not only Nigeria and Angola, which have not made ade-
quate investments in the past to boost their oil output, but also Russia,
which has been producing less than its quota owing to the sanctions.
The decision to reduce output by 2 million barrels a day, which will
mean a reduction in the production quotas for all the participant coun-
tries, will still leave the Russian quota above what it currently pro-
duces. Russia therefore will not be cutting any output because of this
decision. On the other hand, the ensuing rise in world oil prices will
benefit Russia, so that its oil revenue will not just go up, but go up the
most among all the major oil producing countries. For the US which has
been spearheading the drive to impose sanctions on Russia to bring it
to its knees, this represents a clear setback. Why then did the OPEC de-
cide to cut output? The argument they put forward for the cut is ironi-
cally analogous to the very argument that the metropolitan countries
advance against the cut. The metropolitan countries’ argument states
that the cut would aggravate inflation and hence lead to a rise in inter-
est rates and herald a serious recession; OPEC’s argument is that the
rise in interest rates that is occurring will cause a recession that will
lower the demand for oil and hence its price, to forestall which there
must be a cut in oil output. OPEC’s idea in short is to stabilise the world
oil price in the face of the looming recession. Typically when there is a
reduction in demand for primary commodities but supplies do not fall
as much, there is a fall in the prices. During the Great Depression of the
1930s for instance there was a sharp fall in the prices of primary com-
modities relative to manufactured goods, so that the terms of trade
worsened for primary commodities, including for agricultural prod-
ucts. As a result, the peasantry everywhere, including in India, had got
into debt; and this distress of the peasantry had radicalised it into par-
ticipating actively in the anti-colonial struggle. 

This fall in prices when there is a fall in demand with supply remain-
ing unchanged is called “price adjustment”. As against this, when
there is a fall in demand for a primary commodity, supply can be cor-
respondingly reduced and prices kept unchanged, which is called
“quantity adjustment”. What the OPEC is attempting is quantity ad-
justment in the oil market, while what the Americans want from them
is price adjustment. Of the two kinds of adjustment in primary com-
modity markets, quantity adjustment is likely to be much better from
the point of view of the producers. An example will make this clear.
Suppose demand falls by 10 per cent; if supply is also reduced by 10
per cent, with the price remaining unchanged, then the revenue of the
producers falls by 10 per cent. But if the supply remains unchanged
but the price is allowed to fall, the fall in price will be more than 10 per
cent to keep demand unchanged (which is the same as saying that the
demand for primary commodities is price-“inelastic”). Suppose the
price falls by 20 per cent; in that case the revenue would have fallen by
20 per cent as well. Price adjustment therefore would have brought in
less revenue than quantity adjustment; in addition it would also have
meant more costs than in the case of quantity adjustment, because
there have been no output cuts. For both these reasons price adjust-
ment is the worse option for producers. OPEC’s decision therefore is
not the product of any malicious intent, or any desire to cock a snook
at the US, but makes perfect sense from their point of view. Of course,
the fact that they have been able to stand up to the pressure being ex-
erted by the US to keep output unchanged, is a sign of the changing
times, of the challenge to US hegemony that is emerging even among
countries that were its staunchest allies till the other day. It is true that
crude oil prices have been coming down of late. The price of Brent
Crude, for instance, which was $120 per barrel in June this year, had
come down to well below $100 by the time the OPEC decision was
made. But then, it would be asked, would this decision not raise the
inflation rate? Significantly, during the period of accelerating infla-
tion, the corporate profit margins, including of the manufacturers of
petro-products, have been increasing. Now, if crude oil prices rise,
and this rise is merely “passed on”, then profit-margins remain un-
changed and the ensuing inflation can be said to have been caused by
the rise in crude prices. But if profit-margins also rise, then it is corpo-
rate greed, and not the rise in crude prices, that constitutes the im-
mediate cause behind the inflation. The fact that corporate greed has
been the proximate factor behind the current upsurge in inflation in
the metropolitan capitalism has been quite widely recognised. In fact
in Britain there was a strong demand for raising taxes on oil compa-
nies that was articulated even by the centrist Liberal Democrats; but
the then Prime Minister Boris Johnson turned it down. What the US
would like is a situation in which the rise in interest rate that is sup-
posed to counter inflation via a reduction in aggregate demand works
through two channels, not just one: first, by causing unemployment
so that the workers’ bargaining strength is weakened to a degree
where they cannot defend themselves against inflation through a cor-
responding rise in money wages; and second, by reducing primary
commodity prices, especially oil that is so important for consumers,
so that the consumer price-index is kept in check. The idea in short is
to control inflation in the metropolis at the expense of the workers
and the primary commodity producers. What is never on the agenda
is any reduction of, or even control over, the rising corporate profit-
margins that constitute the proximate reason for the inflation. An out-
put cut by oil producers prevents the working of the second of the
above channels by preventing a price-fall in crude oil. The US has an-
nounced that in November there would be a release of 10 million bar-
rels of oil from American reserves to counter any price effects of the
OPEC decision. That may take care of the November elections in
America; but after November, even the American consumers will be
further squeezed by the unfolding crisis.

The OPEC’s Decision 
to Cut Oil Output

V arious reports highlight the
fact that Climate Change

has been caused by the rich na-
tions and thus poor countries have
started demanding compensation
for the climate changes, which
have adversely impacted them.
The forthcoming COP27, UN cli-
mate talks due to be held in Egypt
in November, may highlight the
compensation system for poorer
countries known as “loss and dam-
age”, caused by the Climate
Change.

It is a fact, corroborated by vari-
ous UN and independent reports
that Climate Change over the last
25 years particularly has caused
costly damages, including
drought, rising heat, less or more
rains, tropical cyclones and more
gradual changes, such as deserti-
fication and rising sea levels
across the globe. It has been
proven that these changes could
be attributed to the presence of
greenhouse gases in the atmos-
phere. The rich industrialised
countries are responsible for most
of the emissions causing these
phenomena.

LLoossss  aanndd  DDaammaaggee
The poorer countries, as they

are unable to take timely correc-
tive measures to mitigate these
changes caused by others in the
past, face the negative effects of

Climate Change first. Thus, the
new concept of “Loss and
Damages” has started taking
roots amongst them.

Under this new concept they
are demanding adequate financial
help to take corrective measures
to mitigate these changes, caused
by the richer, industrialised na-
tions, in the past. Now they are re-
defining it as a matter of liability
and compensation, rather than aid
after a particular natural disaster.
Loss and damage is also referred
to as the “third pillar” of climate
change politics, after mitigation
(tackling the root cause of the
problem by reducing emissions)
and adaptation (preparing for cur-
rent and future impacts).

However, developed countries
have pushed back against this
since 1990s when the text of the
UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change was being drawn
up,terming it completely implausi-
ble. Meanwhile, a group of island
countries had proposed that an in-
ternational insurance fund be cre-
ated to compensate low-lying
countries for the damage caused
by rising sea levels.

The Economist magazine re-
ports that in 2015, at the talks,
which culminated in the adoption
of the Paris Agreement, develop-
ing countries again sought a
strong clause on loss and damage
financing. But they ended up with
only a vague reference to the
issue. And concrete action was left
for future discussions, thus the
Egypt Summit offersa chance
again to hammer out a concrete
policy and action plan on the issue. 

PPoossiittiivvee  aaccttiioonnss
Denmark has recently pledged

just over $13m to developing
countries that have suffered dam-
age from climate change and
more developed countries may

follow suit. Scotland’s first minis-
ter, Nicola Sturgeon, at COP26 in
Glasgow last November, promised
£2m ($2.7m) as a one-off loss and
damage payment, apparently hop-
ing that other rich countries might
follow suit, however, they did not.

But the pressure for them to do
so is increasing. Last month minis-
ters from an alliance known as the
“Least Developed Countries
Alliance – LDCA” having 46 mem-
bers, called the creation of a fi-
nancial mechanism for loss and
damage a “fundamental priority”
for COP27. At the UNGA last
month, secretary-general António
Guterres suggested that windfall
taxes on fossil fuel companies
might provide the funding for one.
But is easier said that done and
may not happen at all. There is an
utter lack of enthusiasm among
the developed countries for such a
pay out. Some developing coun-
tries are tentatively seeking re-
dress through international law.

On September 22nd the UN
Human Rights Committee ordered
the Australian government to pay
compensation to indigenous peo-
ple living on the islands of the
Torres Strait, which are being
eroded by rising seas. Perhaps it is
for the first time that such a pay-
ment has been ordered. The
Australian government seemed
sympathetic to the islanders’
plight. But whether it will trans-
late into hard cash – let alone a
costly acceptance of liability – re-
mains to be seen. Hence, a global
framework for loss and damage
still looks like a distant prospect.
DDiissaasstteerrss  iinn  tthhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd

Meanwhile, the developed
world is also not safe from the
Climate Change vagaries. Natural
disasters such as Hurricane Ian,
which recently left behind a trail
of damages running in billions of

dollars, are on the rise in the
United States. Hurricane Ian,
which battered parts of Florida
and South Carolina, is estimated
to be the latest in a growing trend
of billion-dollar disasters in the
United States.

As compared to between 1980
and 2021, when the average of
such events happening was 7.7,
the past five years have witnessed
an increase to 17.8 of such events
per year. Last year marked the
seventh consecutive year in which
ten or more billion-dollar disasters
pummelled the U.S. By July of this
year there had already been nine
such disasters. It has been report-
ed that the amount of carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere in May
2022, reached a level that has not
been seen in millions of years, and
that is over 50 percent higher than
in the pre-industrial era. The heat
trapped by carbon dioxide and
other human-produced green-
house gases has increased the
world’s average temperature.

Climate change is “supercharg-
ing the increasing frequency and
intensity” of weather extremes,
according to the U.S. National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. It spawns greater
rainfall variability, lengthens the
wildfire season in the American
West, increases drought vulnera-
bility, and drives bigger storm
surges as sea levels rise. Given
the relentless accumulation of
greenhouse gases in the atmos-
phere, 2022 is likely the harbinger
of a more violent weather in fu-
ture. To reduce such natural
mishaps happening again and
again, both developed and devel-
oping nations need to adopt prac-
tices, whichrapidly reduce and re-
move heat-trapping emissions
from the atmosphere to limit
warming extremes.

Destruction caused by climate change

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

W orld Food Day is ob-
served annually on 16

October to highlight the mil-
lions of people worldwide
who cannot afford a healthy
diet and the need for regular
access to nutritious food. The
theme for 2022 is Leave NO
ONE behind. World Food Day
2022 is being marked in a year
with multiple global chal-
lenges, including the COVID-
19 pandemic, conflict, climate
change, rising prices and in-
ternational tensions. All of
this is affecting global food se-
curity. This global event
marks a day calling for world-
wide awareness and collective
action to combat the issue of
hunger and ensure healthy
diets for all. World Food Day
was established in November
1979, as suggested by former
Hungarian minister of agri-
culture and food Dr Pal
Romany. All sorts of solutions
basically rely on agriculture
since it is the main source of
food and also a source of in-

come to many. Food is
one of the basic needs
of human life. One is
able to survive without
the other basic needs
like shelter and cloth-
ing but one cannot go
without food. This is
the reason as to why
many countries take
measures to ensure
food security. Food is
also of utter impor-
tance to us as it helps
our bodies grow and
develop. Without eating
food, our bodies would
not grow and our or-
gans would not develop. Food
releases nutrients that help
our bodies grow in size and
weight. Malnutrition, under-
nutrition and overnutrition
are the causes of hunger. Both
malnutrition and undernutri-
tion refer to the effects on peo-
ple of not having enough food.

The human body is just like
a machine. Like an engine
burning up fuel, in order to
generate the required energy,
the human body uses the con-

sumed food in order to gener-
ate the driving forces to keep
the heart beating, the lungs
breathing and the limbs func-
tioning. Healthy food is one of
the most important part in
leading a healthy life.
Combined with physical ac-
tivity, a balanced food can
help us to reach and maintain
a healthy weight. Healthy food
habits can reduce the risk of
chronic diseases. It can also
improve our concentration

and promotes our over-
all health.

The famous proverb'
Health is wealth' re-
minds us about the im-
portance of good
health. Healthy eating
habits is one of the
vital part in achieving
good health. We should
always try to take a bal-
anced diet that con-
tains the correct pro-
portions of carbohy-
drates, fats, proteins,
vitamins, minerals,
and water. We should
include more vegeta-

bles and fruits in our daily life
as vegetables can provide nu-
trients vital for health and
maintenance of your body.
Food is essential to drive away
hunger and malnutrition.
Our body needs sufficient
food to survive through. It
gives us the required energy
and sufficient nutrients to
grow and develop to be
healthy and energetic, to
move around, work, exercise,
play, think and learn.

Eradicating hunger and
malnutrition is one of the
vital issue of in this society.
Not only do the consequences
of not enough or lack of food
cause suffering in hunger and
detrimental health, they are
also slow in progress in many
other areas of development
like education and employ-
ment. Food safety is the im-
portant things of to describe
food handling, preparation,
and the storage of the food in
ways that foodborne illness.
Food can be transmitted from
a person to a person as well as
servers as the growth medi-
um of the bacteria that can
cause of the food poisoning.
The food is either spoiled dur-
ing production or transport or
thrown into the waste bins of
households, retailers or
restaurants. Further area of
concern is generation of
greenhouse gas like methane
by food waste which is filling
up the world's landfills. food is
a very basic necessity for
every human body to survive
and to be healthy.

Safe food now for a healthy tomorrow
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Stronger economy

New Delhi: India has
emerged clearly much
stronger after the
COVID-19 pandemic
and it was acknowl-
edged by the world,
Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM)
member Sanjeev
Sanyal said on Friday.
Addressing an event
organised by the in-
dustry body
Confederation of
Indian Industry,
Sanyal said India is
the fastest-growing
major economy and
its economic growth
rate will be twice of
China's economic
growth. He also point-
ed out that India is the
5th largest economy
in the world, and the
country is finally at
the big table. "This re-
quires us to think
big," the EAC-PM
member said.

Flight service
New Delhi: Full-serv-
ice carrier Vistara on
Friday said it will
start services between
Pune and Singapore
from December 2. The
airline will also com-
mence daily services
between Mumbai and
Kathmandu from
November 15. There
will be 4x weekly
flights between Pune
and Singapore, start-
ing December 2, 2022.
The airline will oper-
ate its state-of-the-art
A321 neo aircraft with
a three-class configu-
ration on the route, ac-
cording to a release.
Currently, Vistara, a
joint venture between
Tatas and Singapore
Airlines, flies to 11
destinations.

Acquiring planes

Mumbai: Air India is
in discussions with
aircraft manufactur-
ers for acquiring
planes as the Tata
group-owned airline
plans to expand its
fleet by three times
compared to the cur-
rent size, a senior ex-
ecutive said. Air India
Chief Financial
Officer Vinod
Hejmadi also said the
airline is currently in
the "taxiing phase"
and it will take two
years before it takes
off, consolidates and
enters the growth
mode. Since taking
over Air India in
January this year,
Tatas have unveiled a
comprehensive trans-
formation plan for re-
viving the loss-mak-
ing airline.

Price hike
New Delhi: GCMMF,
which sells milk
under the Amul
brand, has hiked the
prices of Amul Gold
and buffalo milk by
Rs 2 per litre each
across all markets ex-
cept Gujarat. "Prices
have been increased
by Rs 2 per litre for
Amul Gold and buffa-
lo milk due to in-
crease in fat prices,"
Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing
Federation (GCMMF)
managing director R
S Sodhi told PTI.

LAKME FASHION WEEK

Bollywood actress Genelia Deshmukh with designer duo Varun and Nidhika during
Lakme Fashion Week, in Mumbai, Saturday, Oct. 15.

Washington, Oct 15: 

The Indian rupee has
weakened essentially due
to the strengthening of the
dollar index but it is hold-
ing well as compared to
currencies of other emerg-
ing market economies,
State Bank of India
Chairman Dinesh Khara
said. Depreciation of the
rupee is a cause of con-
cern, especially for a coun-
try which has significant
imports, Khara told PTI in
an interview on the side-
lines of the annual meet-
ing of the International
Monetary Fund and the
World Bank here on
Friday. The rupee closed at
82.19 against the US dollar
on Friday amid a firm
greenback overseas and
sliding crude oil prices.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 82.26
and witnessed a high of
82.12 and a low of 82.43 be-
fore settling at 82.19. The
dollar index, which gauges
the greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, advanced 0.56 per
cent to 112.99.

The Indian rupee is
doing pretty well, Khara
said. "Better than us was
only Indonesia, which is
generally a commodity
economy and Brazil. So,
these are the only two cur-
rencies which did better
than us," he said.

"It is essentially the
strengthening of the dol-
lar index... which is the
cause of the weakness
that we have seen in the
rupee," he said. "I would
say that the (Indian) cur-
rency has not behaved as
volatile as perhaps the
rest of the global curren-
cies," he added. Khara
said even though the
rupee is holding ground,
its depreciation is a cause
of concern. "It is very
much a cause of concern,
particularly for an econo-

my which has got signifi-
cant imports. But... when
the dollar is struggling,
how much can the rupee
hold? Still, I think in the
given situation and cir-
cumstances, the rupee is
holding well," he said.
Referring to the interven-
tions by the Reserve Bank
of India, he said they are
ways to check volatility.

"Typically speaking, fi-
nancial markets don't real-
ly appreciate the volatility.
It is also one of the func-
tions (of the RBI) to en-
sure orderly movement of
the currency," he said. "To
that extent, it is more or
less holding its value. But
in the larger interests, per-
haps some kind of inter-
ventions are required.
And that is being done,"
he said.

Indian rupee's depreciation
essentially due to strengthening

of dollar index: SBI chairman

Jaipur, Oct 15: 

Reacting to the decision
of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) to cut
oil production by 2 million
barrels per day, Union
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri on Friday said India
will do all that is required
to ensure its energy secu-
rity and affordability. He
said if required, India will
go for diversification of
energy sources. "This is
their (OPEC's) sovereign
right what they want to do
but equally it is my job to
point out that all actions
have consequences, in-
tended or unintended.
India will be able to navi-
gate through the situation

with confidence," the pe-
troleum and natural gas
minister said at the GEO
India 2022 conference here.
"We will not allow any
shortages to come in. The
government will do all
that is required to ensure
energy security and af-
fordability," he told re-
porters.

Puri said as per the esti-
mates of the sector, con-

sumption of fuel will in-
crease and 25 per cent of
the global demand in next
20 years will be from India.
Therefore, he said, the
prime minister took the
decision to open up explo-
ration and production in
the sector. "We have diver-
sified the sources from
where we source energy
and will diversify it fur-
ther," he said. The minis-
ter, who was in Jaipur to
inaugurate the GEO India
2022 conference, said going
by the import statistics of
the last six months, Saudi
Arabia was the number
one supplier and then Iraq
became the second largest
supplier but India has the
autonomy to take its deci-
sions.

India will do all that is required to ensure
energy security, affordability: Puri

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

India is expected to be
among the fastest growing
major economies this fiscal,
geopolitical turbulence
notwithstanding, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
opined at last month's meet-
ing of the rate setting panel
MPC while going with the
majority to raise the repo
rate by 50 basis points to
tame inflation.

Members of the high-
powered panel, however,
had different views on the
future trajectory of rate
hikes to contain price rise,
as per minutes of the meet-
ing released on Friday. The
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), which

recommends the bi-month-
ly monetary policy, consists
of six members -- three
from the RBI including the
Governor and three exter-
nal members appointed by
the cental government.
External member Ashima
Goyal had voted for only a
35 basis points (bps) hike in
the short-term lending rate
(repo), while another gov-

ernment appointed mem-
ber Jayanth R Varma made
a case for a pause in rate
hikes in future, showed
minutes of the MPC meet-
ing held during September
28-30. Five members of the
MPC, including Varma, had
voted for a 50 basis points
(bps) increase in the repo
rate. In his intervention,
Governor Das, who heads
the rate setting panel,
opined that India is expect-
ed to be among the fastest
growing major economies
despite geopolitical turbu-
lence. "While high frequen-
cy indicators are showing
continued momentum in
activity, global factors are
putting pressure on exter-
nal demand. "The growth

projection of 7.0 per cent for
2022-23, therefore, carries
risks which are broadly bal-
anced. Whatever be the un-
folding scenario, India is ex-
pected to be among the
fastest growing major
economies in the world,"
the minutes quoted him as
saying.

Going forward, Das said,
monetary policy needs to
remain watchful and nim-
ble, based on incoming data
and evolving conditions. On
September 30, the RBI had
raised the short-term lend-
ing rate for the third con-
secutive time by 50 bps to
take the repo rate to 5.9 per
cent. Since May it has cu-
mulatively increased the
key interest rate by 190 bps.

India to be among fastest growing economies
despite global headwinds: RBI Guv

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

Cricket is a religion in
India and every Indian be-
comes passionate and emo-
tional every time Team
India plays. Men in Blue
are absolutely adored by
the crazy cricket fans and
we see a wave of patriotic
fervour in the country dur-
ing this time with umpteen
prayers through hawans,
hopes and positive vibes
all around. Mumbai based
NGO Cheering Squad
India Foundation (CSIF), a
social arm under spiritual
start-up My Omnamo, who
are the pioneers in online
puja segment, spiritual
products, temple bookings
has launched a spiritual
campaign this cricket sea-
son with a 'Maha Yadnya'
to bring in collective
prayers for Team India.
The first“Vijayi Bhava
Maha Yadnya” was per-
formed today in

Trimbakeshwar, which is
one of the twelve
Jyotirlingas near Nashik
to mark the beginning of
the initiative.

This is an attempt to
unite India under one
voice of “#vijayibhavain-
dia” and to bring the ICC
T20 World Cup trophy
home one more time. The
organizers  have urged
Indians to participate &
contribute in the yadnya
from all the cities and
cheer for the Indian
Cricket Team. LIVE

Yadnya will be streamed
on the platform
www.cheerforindia.org
and masses can also make
their contributions
through the same.

Around, 101 location
across India like Chennai,
Tirupati, Sriperambadur,
Pune, Vellore, Sindhudurg,
Hyderabad, Aurangabad
and various spiritual cities
& temples, community
halls, and vedic pathshalas
across the country will
host the Maha Yadnya on
world cup match days.

CSIF launches  ‘Vijayi
Bhava Maha-Yadnya’ 

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

Fast growing sports plat-
form Fun88 continues to
stay invested on growing its
presence in the Indian mar-
ket. In a bit to attract new
users and become the go-to
destination for all things
sport, Fun88 continues to
ride high on partnerships,
sponsorships, advertising
and brand campaigns.

Taking a step forward
and strengthening its exist-
ing partnership with
Darren Sammy, India’s fa-
vorite sports platform now
launches its latest brand
campaign with the central
messaging of ‘Battles are
meant to be fought on digi-
tal playgrounds and not on
ground’. Fun88 had roped in

Darren Sammy as its brand
ambassador in July 2021.
Spread across three brand
films, Fun88’s campaign
showcases Darren in three
distinct avatars where he is
seen breaking up fights and
urging people to fight it out
on Fun88’s digital play-

ground. Contrary to his reg-
ular jersey look, Darren is
seen wearing a mukut or a
crown in one film, while he
dons an actors’ look in an-
other. The third film is
placed in the setting of the
highly popular sport of
rooster fighting.

Fun88’s latest advertising campaign showcases
Darren Sammy in three interesting avatars

Bengaluru, Oct 15: 

Ahead of the most auspicious
time of the year to buy gold
& jewelry, Amazon.in today
announced its ‘Dhanteras
Store’ which brings a wide
selection of specially curated
products ranging from gold
and silver coins, festive jew-
elry, pooja items, groceries &
household essentials, home
décor, electronics, large
appliances, smartphones,
accessories,digital gold and
much more. 
Customers can choose from
a host of leading brands such
as MMTC, Senco, Malabar
Gold and Diamonds, Mia by
Tanishq, Giva, Joyalukkas, PC
Chandra, Candere by Kalyan
Jewellers, Mellora,
Hershey’s, Redmi, Apple,

Samsung, Electrolux and
many more.  The ‘Dhanteras
Store’ will also offer the
largest selection of products
from thousands of emerg-
ingsmall and medium busi-
nesses at great value & con-
venience. From festive décor
products for home to gor-
geous ethnic wearfrom small
Indian businesses, customers
can explore the finest of fes-
tive selection that sellers
across India are offering.

Customers can also use voice

navigation with Alexa to

access the Dhanteras store

on their Amazon shopping

app (Android only). Users

can tap the Alexa icon on the

app and say “Alexa, take me

to Dhanteras store” to be

directed to the store. 

Amazon.in launches
‘Dhanteras Store’ 

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

Gulf carrier Emirates
operated a special flight
with Airbus A380 from
Dubai to Bengaluru on
Friday ahead of the launch
of the full-fledge service
with the aircraft from
October 30.

Emirates flight EK562
carrying 224 passengers
took off from Dubai
International Airport at 10
hrs and landed in
Bengaluru at 15:40 hrs
local time, Bangalore
International Airport Ltd
(BIAL), the private airport
operator, said in a state-
ment. This marks the full-
length double-decker jet-
liner's first commercial
flight to the southern
Indian airport. "Bengaluru
has become the first city in
south India to be served by
Emirates' flagship A380
services. The arrival of
this wide-body aircraft
today shows the opera-

tional capability and rising
passenger demand at BLR
Airport. The new A380
service will not only meet
the strong travel demand
but also help to stimulate
traffic between the two
markets," said Satyaki
Raghunath, chief strategy
and development officer at
BIAL. The Emirates A380
on the new route will be
operated daily in three
class configurations -- first,
business and economy.

India is a vast market
with high demand for
Emirates' services to desti-
nations across its network,
and the introduction of
A380 includes an addition-
al point in the country, said
Adnan Kazim, chief com-
mercial officer, Emirates.

Emirates to launch services with
A380 plane on Dubai-Bengaluru

route from Oct 30
New Delhi, Oct 15: 

Food and Consumer
Affairs Minister Piyush
Goyal on Friday said the
Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) should
emerge as a global player
and a pioneer in the field of
standardisation.

As standards are the key
pillar of growth and are
the new patents in the pres-
ent times, the minister said
BIS should become a
benchmark for quality con-
trol, quality assessment
and quality assurance. The
BIS is a statutory organisa-
tion under the Bureau of
Indian Standards Act, 1986.
"BIS as the national stan-
dard body should act as a
facilitator for the industry
by formulating Standards
that support zero defect,
zero effect and should
emerge as a global player
and pioneer in the field of
standardisation," Goyal

said in his video address at
an event organised to com-
memorate the World
Standard day.

The minister also asked
the stakeholders to make
India a quality conscious
nation and make Indian
quality a matter of pride
for every citizen. Minister
of State for Consumer
Affairs Ashwini Kumar
Choubey appreciated the
BIS efforts to involve stake-
holders in framing the
comprehensive strategy
document on national stan-
dardisation i.e. Standards
National Action Plan
(SNAP) 2022-27.

BIS should emerge as
global player in field of
standardisation: Goyal

Mumbai, Oct 15: 

India's forex reserves rose by
USD 204 million to USD
532.868 billion for the week
ended October 7 helped by a
jump in the value of gold hold-
ings, the Reserve Bank said on
Friday.
This is the first weekly rise in
the kitty since the seven days
ended August 27, when the
overall reserves stood at USD
571.56 billion. In the preceding
week ended September 30,
the overall reserves had
dropped by USD 4.854 billion
to USD 532.664 billion. The
reserves have been falling for
the past several weeks as the
central bank deploys the kitty

to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused majorly by
global developments. In
October 2021, the country's
forex kitty had reached an all-
time high of USD 645 billion.
Foreign Currency Assets
(FCA), a major component of
the overall reserves, saw a
drop of USD 1.311 billion to
USD 471.496 billion during the
week to October 7, according
to the Weekly Statistical
Supplement released by the
RBI on Friday. Expressed in
dollar terms, the foreign cur-
rency assets include the effect
of appreciation or depreciation
of non-US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in the for-
eign exchange reserves.

Forex reserves up by USD 204
million to USD 532 billion in

first weekly rise since August

Hrithik Roshan’s
favourite cheat
meal is ‘samosa’

B
ollywood star Hrithik Roshan has opened up
about the importance of family, his favourite
cheat meal and about the activity he en-

joys indulging in during his free time.
Talking about the importance of family

in the actor's life, he said live on Roposo's
show 'Red Carpet Premiere': "Family is
life. It is what makes me - ME. Family are
the people I enjoy my life with and to enjoy
that life I go to work." "I go to work, build
things there and bring it back to my world
so that I can enjoy it with my people.
Family is the most important for me."

The actor further emphasised on his
philosophy of maintaining a work-life
balance and having a strong mindset of
not mixing family and work. Pointing
out that 'Vikram Vedha' marks
Hrithik's 25th film as an actor, he was
asked about his most favourite on
screen character. Hrithik said: "Very
very difficult question. If I had to
say which is the character that I
had the most fun doing, that would
be a tough choice between Kabir
(War 2019) and Vedha (Vikram
Vedha 2022). They both were
equally stimulating." Speaking
about the activity he enjoys in-
dulging in during his free time,
Hrithik said: "I like to read in my free
time. I love finding a place where I
can just sit and read. When I read it
means that I am stress free, I can't
read if I'm in character for my films
or attending to work commitments.
I can only read when my mind is ab-
solutely free. It's an activity that I
cherish." Hrithik who is known to
be a disciplined fitness enthusiast,
spoke about his favourite food & go-to
cheat meal. "It has got to be samosa,
and specifically the ones that you get
in theatres. It's amazing how many I
can eat at one time," said the actor.

The actor was seen at his candid
best as he named and proceeded to
sing one of his favourite songs - 'Gore
gore banke chhore' sung by Amirbai
Karnataki & Lata Mangeshkar from
the 1950 film 'Samadhi'.

Signing off, Hrithik shared: "My next
film is Fighter. It is starting in
November and is directed by Siddharth
Anand. Currently I'm prepping for the
film and I'm confused & uncertain what
can I do with my character. The
search is on."

ACROSS

1. Duos

5. Guinness of "Star Wars"

9. Not fresh

14. Long ago

15. Buddhist monk

16. Town's announcer

17. Useful

19. Cowboy show

20. Wriggly fish

21. Prayer's end

22. Measuring devices

23. Pen point

24. Opera highlights

26. Film reel

29. Water vapor

30. ____ Vegas

33. Upper body

34. Athletic group

35. Opera star

36. Aged

38. Certain football players

40. Scrapes by

41. Discharge

43. Watchful

44. Golf goal

45. Drizzly

46. Ziti, e.g.

47. Copenhagen natives

48. Crafty

49. Smudges

52. Carry around

54. No longer is

57. San Diego athlete

58. Water ____ (like some watches)

60. Heavenly being

61. Lucille ____

62. Pimples

63. Indigent

64. False god

65. Ode

DOWN

1. Kind

2. Eroded

3. Verbal

4. 1/60th of a minute (abbr.)

5. Out on ____ (2 wds.)

6. Delicate fabric

7. Radiate

8. ____ Ripken of baseball

9. Shriek

10. Horses' gaits

11. Assistant

12. Sly look

13. Love deity

18. Clothes maker

22. Home of the Dolphins

23. Nuzzles

25. House-selling business
26. Sharply inclined
27. ____ dot
28. Sequence
29. Stump
30. Green fruits
31. Ward off
32. Yule visitor
35. Put off
37. Slants
39. Italian seaport
42. As a substitute
45. Hardly ever
47. Risked
48. Motionless
49. Stretch across
50. Horse's hair
51. Blade part
53. Norwegian capital
54. Texas city
55. Green Gables girl
56. Plant stalk
58. Baseball stat
59. Strike lightly
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This is a good time to take control of the
situation, Aquarius. You've done your
preparation and now it's time to put it to
good use. You're about to face your enemy
eye to eye. Have confidence in your train-
ing. There's an extra alertness to you that
helps you fight any battles. You have a
strong awareness of the energy around
you, so use this to your advantage.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Don't be surprised if the old-fashioned,
practical solution doesn't make the grade
today, Pisces. Probably the new devices
and special electronic shortcuts will be
the most impressive thing going. This is
the classic case of the new, improved ver-
sion replacing the old, slow one. You need
to upgrade your system sooner or later, so
you might as well do it now.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may be able to zip through chores like
lightning today, Aries. There's an added
swiftness to your step that helps in every
one of your endeavors. You might want to
engage in just about every activity except
work. This is completely understandable.
You will feel much better if you get your
work done first and then socialize. That
plan will produce the best results.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You're likely to go to extremes today on
many levels, Taurus. The problem is that
you may encounter opposition every-
where you turn. There's an incredible
stubbornness to the day that is evident in
everyone's mood, especially yours. Keep
in mind that if you want cooperation and
resolution, you will need to compromise.
Try to see other people's needs as well.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Grab hold of the day's boisterous energy
and run with it, Gemini. This is a good
time to kick up your heels and have fun.
You might find that people are a bit more
high-strung than usual, so you may need
to use your ability to go with the flow.
The more relaxed you are, the more
relaxed others will be when they're
around you.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You might be frustrated by the fact that
people are doing things hastily today,
Cancer. You might have to accept the
fast-paced energy of the day just so you
can keep up. Don't worry if you engage in
activities that aren't carefully planned
beforehand. You will find spontaneous fri-
volity to be extremely rewarding on a day
like this. Expect the unexpected.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

People may come into conflict with you
today, Leo. More than likely, the issue at
hand will have to do with others being a
bit too focused on themselves, while
you're more concerned with the collec-
tive. Try to be a bit more understanding as
people demand more of your attention.
There's an unmistakable passion in the air
that will grant you more zest for life.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Jump-start the day with a smile, Virgo. Your
generosity and sincerity won't go unnoticed
on a day like this. People will probably need
more attention than usual, so take the time
to attend to the emotions of those you love.
The key is to not let yourself get emotional-
ly drained in the process. Fill yourself up
with the lively, fun-loving energy of the day.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There could be an unexpected tension
coming out of nowhere today, Libra.
More than likely your emotions will be
running at a high level. It could be that
your aggressiveness and assertiveness
start to annoy others. People might snap
suddenly. Don't be surprised if things
come without much warning. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your slow and steady approach might
be met with a bit of opposition today,
Scorpio. People could be demanding of
your time and energy. It's one of those
days in which the people behind you in
line at a coffee shop might give you
dirty looks if you take too long to make
up your mind.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

This is a terrific day for you, Sagittarius,
and you will find that the fast pace of
the day suits you well for what you need
to get done. There's a general feeling of
grandeur in the air that reminds you to
take your time when getting dressed.
Feel free to go all out today. Put on a lav-
ish display wherever you go.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Do your best to keep up today, Capricorn.
Things might move quickly. You may be
raising your hand and waiting politely for
someone to call on you. This is one of those
days in which other people will be so con-
cerned about themselves that they proba-
bly won't notice you at all. If you want to
take your turn, you should probably just
stand up and be proactive.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
his Sunday, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
T e l e v i s i o n ’ s

singing reality show,
‘Indian Idol – Season 13’
that will host the
‘Leading Ladies Special’
episode will for the first
time witness veteran
actor Sharmila Tagore
grace the episode and
enjoy some melodious
performances put for-
ward by the Top 15 con-
testants. Leaving the
judges – Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani emotional and
leaving Sharmila ji
t e a r y - e y e d ,
# K a m a a l K i K a v y a
Limaye from Gujarat
will be seen performing
on ‘Ruke Ruke Se
Kadam’ and ‘Hum The
Jinke Sahare.’

While Kavya earned
mighty praises for the
performance, Sharmila
Ji will be seen making a
very important point
about how in today’s
time, television is ruled
by women. Post Kavya’s
performance, applaud-
ing women in the busi-
ness of film & television,
Sharmila Ji shares, “I
think the power of

women is great in our
Indian history. Earlier,
women in the film indus-
try restricted themselves
to specific jobs like
make-up etc. But today,
we have progressed a lot
and women are seen tak-
ing charge of bigger
roles like directors, pro-
ducers and so on and so
forth.” She then turns to
judge Neha Kakkar and
proudly says, “We also
have our female judge

who is doing a fabulous
job!” Overwhelmed with
such mighty praises and
the power of women
Kavya Limaye, “First of
all, I am elated to have re-
ceived the opportunity to
perform in form of
Sharmila Ma’am. Never
in my life did I imagine
that I will be singing in
front of her. More so, as a
women, I feel even more
empowered after
Sharmila ji spoke about

how women in today’s
day and age are strong,
passionated, dedicated
and skilled with their
craft. I will never forget
this day and I thank the
platform of Indian Idol
for this opportunity.”

Be sure to tune in to
Indian Idol – Season 13
‘Leading Ladies Special’
episode this Sunday at
8:00 PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

‘Today, TV is ruled by women’

WWhhyy  GGaanngguubbaaii??  CCoonnssiiddeerriinngg  iitt
bbeeiinngg  aann  uunnccoonnvveennttiioonnaall  cchhooiiccee
ffoorr  aa  lleeaaddiinngg  aaccttrreessss..  HHooww  ddiidd
yyoouu  pprreeppaarree  ffoorr  tthhee  rroollee??
Gangubai, turns things around
and creates an extraordinary
life for herself. She is shame-
less but also sensitive, though
at the same time is vulnerable,
selfish but also selfless, always
surprising you. So, to portray
these emotions was where my
intrigue began. I’ve never set
foot in the world where she
comes from. My preparation
was mainly to follow Sanjay
sir’s instructions. We began
with this phase when she was
still just Gangu and had not yet
evolved into Gangubai. I read
Hussain Zaidi’s book as a part
of my research, watched
movies about the subject mat-
ter, watched documentaries to
observe facial expressions and
body language. Beginning with
the character, voice, sound,
and other elements, there was
still a lot of pulling and push-
ing. There was this certain
Gujarati Kathiawadi sort of
accent – a twang that I needed
to perfect as it was very impor-
tant to the role without overdo-
ing it so that it sounds natural.
This is also the lowest base I’ve
ever spoken in.  Becoming one
with the character takes time

but I distinctly recall a
sequence in which I believe Sir
was joyful, and I thought I had
begun to get the character at
this point. It was the most cre-
atively satisfying experience
for me ever, of my life.
TToo  ppllaayy  aa  llaaddyy  aass  ffiieerrccee  aass
GGaanngguu,,  hhooww  hhaass  yyoouurr  lliiffee
bbeeeenn  ppoosstt  tthhee  ffiillmm??  WWhhaatt  aarree
yyoouurr  ttaakkeeaawwaayyss??
I still haven't detached myself
from Gangubai. Portraying
Gangubai, in all her strength
and complexity, was the
toughest task. She was an
emotional character, a rebel,
but still shows a lot of angst
for situations she finds her-
self in. I think it's not some-
thing I can point out or list
down, it's changed me as a
person. Gangu has managed
to more than just survive
after whatever life has
thrown her way. Come what
may; she doesn't give up. She
lets herself feel vulnerable,
she allows herself to be a nor-
mal girl who's just human.
She doesn't care about the
world's opinion of her, she is
honest to herself, makes her-
self heard, which in my opin-
ion is remarkable. She truly
genuinely cares, hence, is so
loved by all. I admire these
traits.

‘I still haven’t detached
myself from Gangubai’

The recently released
film 'Aye Zindagi',

which stars Revathi and
Satyajeet Dubey, has been
declared tax-free in
Rajasthan by the state gov-
ernment.

Directed by Anirban
Bose and Produced by
Shiladitya Bora, the film
brings to life the impor-
tance of organ donation
and is based on an true
story.

Responding to the news,
producer Shiladitya Bora
said: "We wish to thank
the Rajasthan government
for this gesture. Making it
tax-free will allow more
people to see how organ
donation transforms lives
and gives hope to lakhs of
people who would other-
wise die waiting for an
organ."

Revathi-starrer 

‘Aye Zindagi’ goes 

tax-free in Rajasthan

Manushi Chhillar goes
without sleep for 15

nights for ‘Tehran’

A
ctress Manushi Chhillar wrapped up her
upcoming project 'Tehran' alongside ac-
tion star John Abraham, with back to

back night shoots for 15 consecutive days. The
film that went on-floors a few months ago, was

shot exhaustively across Glasgow, Mumbai and
Delhi. The third schedule of 'Tehran' began in the

last week of September and she shot over a period of 15
days, consisting of rigorous night shoots through the
bylanes of Delhi. Manushi says, "I want to learn and
grow with every project that I get an opportunity to
do. I want to constantly evolve into becoming an

actor who is formidable in her craft and depend-
able to deliver performances that hopefully touch

the hearts and minds of audiences. Tehran is
one such film." She adds, "Shooting for 'Tehran'
was an enriching experience. I learnt some-
thing new every single day! In the run-up to
the film's wrap, I was only shooting nights!"
"So, I might have ended up with 15 sleepless
nights but I was satiated as an artiste be-
cause I got to understand the craft so dif-

ferently, primarily because the
genre is so exciting.

A
ctress Mrunal
Thakur says she
never shies way

from playing any role on
screen, be it that of a
mother or sister, as long
as the story is good.

Read excerpts:
What personality

traits of your own do
you see reflected in the
brand Mishru?

Mrunal: Fun, easy,
breezy. A nature lover and
contemporary. If you see
the kind of films I do,
they are progressive but
rooted to culture, tradi-
tion, family. That's the
vibe I see when I see
Mishru outfits.

Do you think that
fashion and acting are
integral parts of each
other? How do you feel
walking the runway as
a showstopper?

Mrunal: I am really
happy that the designers
have so much faith in me.
It was always a dream for
me to walk for a designer.
I remember while in
school, during recess me
and my girls used to cat-
walk in the corridors.
And now when I talk to
them and tell them that
I'm walking for Swapna's
brand Mishru, they feel
so happy and give me tips
like don't move your
shoulder too much, don't
smile too much as I have a
habit of smiling. Small
inputs that keep it real.
I'm really happy every-
body is showing immense
trust in me. So that really
makes me feel good. And

I'm happy to be able to
represent and wear such
beautiful Indian designs.
I would really like to take
Indian designers to an in-
ternational platform and
show them how big the
country is.

How do you pick your
projects? Did you ever
fear picking avant-
garde roles that actors
shy away from?

Mrunal: I am not shy
about playing a mother or
a sister. I just choose a
film if the story is good.

When it comes to
beauty and makeup, do
you believe that less is
more or do you like to
experiment?

Mrunal: Well, it de-
pends. Less is more in my
personal life. But when it
comes to work, I like to go
a little quirky and over
the top and drama. I love
a little the drama when it
comes to going out and
experiment. So, there are
moods and vibes.

What projects are you
looking forward to?

Mrunal: 'Pippa' is going
to release on December 2.
And it's based on India-
Bangladesh 1971 war. I
wasn't really aware about
this war until I did this
film, and discovered so
many beautiful things
and the kinds of efforts
that people had taken at
that time. It's a lovely
story. We have Ishaan
Khattar, Priyanshu and
Soni Razdan in the film.
In February, we have
'Gumrah' releasing, then
'Aankh Mein Choli',
'Pooja Meri Jaan' is also
releasing. I'm really excit-
ed for the next year.
Because I will be playing
different genres like
human drama, thriller,
comedy.

I don’t shy away from playing the
mother or sister: Mrunal Thakur
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Melbourne, Oct 15 (PTI):

The Indian team could
not have risked playing
star pacer Jasprit
Bumrah in the T20 World
Cup with a dodgy back
while his replacement
Mohammad Shami is on
his way to full recovery
from COVID-19, said cap-
tain Rohit Sharma on
Saturday.

Speaking at the cap-
tains' media interaction
ahead of the T20 World
Cup, Rohit gave an update
on Shami, who has been
drafted into the squad de-
spite having not played a
competitive game since
July.

"Shami had COVID two-
three weeks ago. He was
called to the NCA then, he
worked hard for the last 10
days and he is in
Brisbane. He will practice
with us tomorrow," Rohit
said.

"Whatever we have
heard on his recovery is
positive. He did three four
bowling sessions with full
intensity. We have made a
lot of effort to do player
management over the last
12 months but injuries
happen. If you see, whoev-
er has come into the
squad, he has got matches
under his belt."

Bumrah was ruled out
of the tournament with a
back injury, leaving a big

hole in the bowling de-
partment. While the bat-
ting has come a long way
in the last one year, bowl-
ing remains the team's
weak link.

"Bumrah is a quality
bowler. We spoke to a lot
of specialists about his
(back) injury but the re-
sponse was not very posi-
tive. World Cup is impor-
tant but his career is more
important, he is only 27-
28.

"We could not have
risked playing him here,
that is what the special-
ists also said. We will miss
him," said Rohit.

Injuries are unfortu-
nate but inevitable and
that is one of the main
reasons why India fo-
cused on creating a bigger
pool of players over the
last 12 months, said the
skipper.

Be it in batting or bowl-
ing, India gave a lot of op-
portunities to youngsters
after their early exit from
the World Cup 12 months
ago, besides drastically
changing their playing
style.

"Injuries are part and
parcel of the sport. If you
play so many matches , in-
juries will happen. Our
focus in the last one year
has been on increasing
our bench strength. You
must have seen we played
new guys whenever there

was an opportunity," he
said. Rohit said the team
has to make the best use
of available resources

rather than thinking
about the injured.

"There is no point being
disappointed about it.
What needs to be done is
the important thing. It
was a conscious effort to
come here (Australia)
early, we played two prac-
tice games and two more
to go.

"We will be fully pre-

Melbourne, Oct 15 (PTI):

South Africa skipper
Temba Bavuma feels there

is not a lot of expectation
from his side but it's not all
"doom and gloom" for the
Proteas at the T20 World
Cup despite their recent
woes. South Africa, who
will head to the marquee
event on the back of their
white-ball series loss to
India, have been hit by a
spate of injuries. The
Proteas will miss the serv-

ices of Rassie van der
Dussen and Dwaine
Pretorius. Skipper Bavuma
himself is under pressure

as he has not been in good
nick since his return from
an elbow injury. "I think it's
not all doom and gloom for
us. We're excited. We're
looking forward to this
tournament and how far
we can go," Bavuma said at
the captains' press confer-
ence on Saturday.

"To be honest, the guys
are in good spirits. We've

Melbourne, Oct 15 (PTI):

The lack of favourites
tag doesn't bother New

Zealand captain Kane
Williamson, who says
they "don't really have a
choice in what people
call" the last edition's
runner-up team heading
into the T20 World Cup.

New Zealand reached
the final of the T20
World Cup in the UAE
last year where they lost
to Australia.

After losing the 2019
World Cup by the small-
est of margins to
England, New Zealand
went on to win the inau-
gural ICC Test
Championship title,
beating India in the final
last year. However, de-
spite their consistency
in recent years, an ICC
title in limited overs
cricket remains elusive.

"Yeah, I mean, we don't
really have a choice in
what people call us, but
for us we came here and
try and focus on the
cricket that we want to
play and address what's
in front of us,"
Williamson said at the
captains' press confer-
ence here on Saturday.

The unassuming Kiwi
added: "We had a pretty
memorable World Cup a
few months back and
played these guys in the

final. It was a great

game of cricket, and
these sorts of tourna-
ments are always pretty
special to be a part of.

"Everybody has differ-
ent tags and rankings
that go up and down
throughout the year, and
I suppose they end up
with different names.
But you come here in
tournament sport on
any day, anything can
happen, especially look-
ing across all these
teams with match win-
ners throughout."

New Zealand have a
formidable record at ICC
events. They have
reached the last two
World Cup finals, fin-
ished third or better at
the last two T20 World
Cups and won the inau-
gural World Test
Championship.

Since their runners-up
finish at the last T20
World Cup, New Zealand
have had a series of
favourable results, in-
cluding series win
against the West Indies.
However, they lost to
Pakistan in a tri-series
final on Friday in
Christchurch.

The Kiwis will play
two warm-up matches,
one against South Africa
and India on October 17
and 19, respectively be-
fore the main tourna-
ment. New Zealand will
open their campaign
against defending cham-
pions Australia in
Sydney on October 22.

Shami has shown positive signs 
in his recovery, we couldn’t have

risked playing Bumrah: Rohit

It’s not all doom and
gloom for us: Bavuma
ahead of World Cup

We don’t really have a 
choice in what people call us:

Kane  Williamson

All the 
captains at the 
2022 Men’s T20 

World Cup 
get  together 
for a selfie.

Sylhet, Oct 15 (PTI):

India maintained their
dominance in the Women's
Asia Cup with an eight-
wicket demolition of a self-
destructing Sri Lanka in
the final here on Saturday
for their seventh title in
eight editions.

Sri Lanka, who were
playing their first tourna-
ment final in 14 years, im-
ploded after opting to bat
on a slow and turning
pitch. They could only
manage 65 for nine which
India knocked off in 8.3
overs. Smriti Mandhana
struck a sublime 51 not out
off 25 balls.

It was a procession after
Sri Lankan skipper
Chamari Athapaththu got
run out in the third over
following a mix up with
Anushka Sanjeewani who
too got run out six balls
later. Renuka, who has
been in top form since the
Commonwealth Games in
August, sent back Hasini
Perera on the very first ball
she faced. The left-hander
checked her shot only to be

caught at cover, leaving Sri
Lanka at nine for four.

The Sri Lankans were in
dire need of a partnership
but Kavisha Dilhari's fall
made it 16 for five as she
was bowled while trying to
play an incoming delivery
from Renuka across the
line. Rajeshwari
Gayakwad got her first

wicket after Nilakshi de
Silva played on to her
stumps while trying to cut
a ball close to her body. At
32 for eight, being bowled
out for a sub-50 total was
very much on the cards,
but Ranaweera saved them
from that ignominy with
an unbeaten 18 off 22 balls.

The Indians bowled with

discipline but poor shot se-
lection contributed more to
Sri Lanka's steep slide.
After a memorable win
over Pakistan in the semifi-
nals, it seemed the occa-
sion got the better of Sri
Lanka. India lost Shafali
Verma and Jemimah
Rodrigues cheaply in the
run chase. However, both

the batters did well in the
tournament, with Shafali
getting back to form and
Jemimah making a suc-
cessful comeback from in-
jury. The elegant
Mandhana played some ex-
quisite strokes on way to
completing the formality
alongside skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur (11 not
out off 14). Smriti's effort
included three sixes and
six boundaries. Fittingly,
she sealed the win with a
maximum off Oshadi
Ranasinghe. The win is a
shot in the arm for India's
preparations for the T20
World Cup next year. They
were able to test players for
different roles during the
competition, though that
also contributed to their
only loss in the tourna-
ment, against Pakistan in
the league stage. The
Indians took a lap of the
Sylhet International
Cricket Stadium and, in a
fine gesture, got clicked
with the entire groundstaff
after their triumph, which
was witnessed by a sizeable
turnout.

Renuka, Mandhana guide
India to seventh Asia Cup title Sylhet, Oct 15 (PTI):

India captain
Harmanpreet Kaur lauded
her bowlers and the fielding
unit after the team's tri-
umphant campaign in the
Women's Asia Cup, which
ended with a lop-sided final
against Sri Lanka here on
Saturday.

India maintained their
dominance in the tourna-
ment with an eight-wicket
demolition of a self-destruc-
ting Sri Lanka in the title
clash for their seventh title
in eight editions.

Sri Lanka, who were play-
ing their first tournament
final in 14 years, imploded
after opting to bat on pitch
that was slow and offered
turn. They could only man-
age 65 for nine which India
knocked off in 8.3 overs.
Smriti Mandhana struck a
sublime 51 not out off 25
balls.

"We should credit our
bowlers. Our fielding unit
was good from ball one and
we discussed that we should
not give away easy runs. You
have to read the wicket and
accordingly place the field-
ers in right positions,"
Harmanpreet said at the
presentation ceremony. "We
read the wicket well and po-

sitioned fielders accordingly.
We were not looking at the
scoreboard but only decided
our five-over targets. We
never thought about what is
the total on the board and
batted accordingly."

Player of the Match
Renuka Singh sent back
Hasini Perera on the very
first ball she faced. The
pacer finished with excel-
lent figures of 3/5 in the
final.

"Very happy because the
last few games I didn't bowl
well. I practiced with my
coach and the staff and they
really helped me get back
my rhythm.

"Just focussed on my ba-
sics and got success. My
whole team supported me
really well and credit should
go to my captain, coach and
the staff," Renuka said.

All-rounder Deepti
Sharma, who gave away just
seven runs in her four overs,
was declared the Player of
the Series.

"Really happy with the
way we performed as unit
from the first game till today.
We executed what was dis-
cussed in the meeting. I just
back my strengths and those
things helped me a lot in
this tournament.

"The wickets were slow
and before this tournament,
I worked a lot on my batting
and those sessions really
helped me. This win gives us
a lot of confidence going
into the upcoming series as
well," Deepti said.

We should give credit to bowlers
and fielders: Harmanpreet

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15 (PTI):

The Indian team is not
up to the mark technically,
coach Thomas Dennerby
on Saturday concluded
after his side bowed out of
the FIFA U-17 Women's
World Cup with back-to-
back losses.

Hosts India conceded
three goals in the second
half to suffer a humiliat-
ing 0-3 defeat to Morocco
in their second Group A
match and crash out of the
tournament here on
Friday.

Before the loss to
Morocco, India were
thrashed 8-0 by the USA in
their opener, with Brazil
awaiting the hosts in their
last match.

"I am proud of my girls
for their performance yes-
terday but not very happy
with the result at the end.
But they gave it all on the
pitch," said Dennerby.

"I know we are out of
the tournament but still I

am happy about the way
my girls fought till the end.
Our fitness level wasn't a
problem. But we are not
up to the mark technically.
This is one area where we
need to work harder," he
pointed out. After keeping
their rivals at bay till the

half time, India conceded
thrice after the break in
front of a strong crowd at
the Kalinga Stadium.

"I was trying to organise
our team game for so long
and have been practising
to play the final and the
crucial pass with accuracy.

We should have scored one
when Anita was in a one-
on-one situation with the
rival keeper in the second
half," the 64-year-old said.

"Football is mainly a
sport of skills and we have
a little bit more to do in
this area. That's the truth,"
he said.

Meanwhile, defender
Shubhangi Singh, who
had a good day in the of-
fice against Morocco, said,
"Yes the result is disap-
pointing but we did our
best. We wanted to take
every chance we could.
Personally, for me, it was
really a challenge to tackle
and hold back Morocco at-
tackers, but I was focused
to give them a tough
fight."

The result notwith-
standing, the Young
Tigresses displayed a
fighting spirit against
Morocco and dished out a
strong performance at the
back as well as in the mid-
dle of the field.

Kuwait City, Oct 15 (PTI):

The Indian football team went
down 2-4 against Iraq in its
opening fixture of the AFC U-
20 Championship Group H
qualifiers here.
The first goal of the match
came as early as in the second
minute on Friday, as Iraq
scored through Abdulrazzaq
Qasim's curling effort with the
outside of his boot.
India looked to respond imme-
diately, as both Gurkirat Singh
and Taison Singh created dan-
ger repeatedly for the rival
defence within a span of few
minutes but were brought
down with fouls.
The pressure paid off in the
22nd minute eventually as
Gurkirat scored with a timely
shot, after Vibin Mohanan
played in Taison, who laid it on
a plate for the forward.
Gurkirat turned from scorer to

provider in the 33rd minute as
he essayed a fine through
pass, with Maheson Singh
applying the finishing touch
with a dink over the goalkeep-
er. The Indians went into the
breather with the lead, with
Zahid Bukhari denying efforts
from Ashar Ali and Abbood
Rabah, and Amandeep stop-
ping Hayder Tofee in his tracks
with an excellent tackle in the
40th minute.

Bhopal, Oct 15: 

Bandhan Bank, the uni-
versal bank with inclusive
banking at its core, today
announced that it has
roped in Sourav Ganguly as
its Brand Ambassador.
Fondly called Dada and
The Maharaja of Indian
Cricket, Sourav Ganguly
will help amplify the brand
message of the Bank and
endorse the products and
services of the Bank.

The two brands share
common values. Ganguly
led the transformation of
the Indian cricket team in
the early 2000s, just like
Bandhan led the transfor-
mation of not-so-privileged
households in rural and
semi-urban India. Both are
iconic brands that have ori-
gins in Eastern India. Yet,
over the years, they have es-
tablished themselves well
in much larger geogra-
phies and are no more re-

gional icons. While
Ganguly is a global icon,
thanks to his cricketing
achievements, first as a
player, then as a captain,
and now as an administra-
tor, Bandhan Bank is a pan
India bank that provides
banking services to all, big
or small, through its 5,644
banking outlets spread
across 34 of the 36 states
and union territories in the
country.

Sourav Ganguly appointed
Brand Ambassador

We are not up to the mark technically, says coach Dennerby

Indian U-17 women footballers during a training session ahead of
World Cup 2022 match against Brazil, at Police Battalion ground in
Bhubaneswar, Oct. 15, Saturday.

India lose 2-4 to Iraq in
opening AFC U-20 Asian
Cup Qualifying fixture

Port Blair, Oct 15 (PTI): 

A Special Investigation
Team has been constitut-
ed to probe allegations
that a 21-year-old woman
in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands was lured to the
chief secretary's home by
promising a government
job and then raped by top
officials there.

The police registered a
case earlier this month
after the Chief Judicial
Magistrate of Port Blair
ordered its filing based on

a petition by the young
woman.

The court which took
cognisance of the com-
plaint accusing the then
chief secretary of the is-
land Jitendra Narain, a
1990 batch IAS officer,
and a labour commis-
sioner R L Rishi of rap-
ing the woman besides
naming a police officer
and hotel owner as
among accomplices in
the crime, also ordered
the probe on August 30.

The Aberdeen police
station registered the
case and a Special
Investigation Team head-
ed by a Senior
Superintendent of Police

was formed to probe the
serious allegation
against Narain, who is
currently posted as the
chairman and managing
director of the Delhi
Financial Corporation.

The woman alleged
she "was gang raped" by
the two officials after she
met them for a job.

She said as her father
and step-mother did not
take care of her financial
needs, she needed a job
and was introduced by
some people to the
labour commissioner as
he was close to the then
chief secretary.

The woman claimed
that the chief secretary

appointed "7,800 candi-
dates" in various depart-
ments in the administra-
tion of the islands "on
the basis of recommen-
dation only" and without
any "formal interview".

When contacted,
Narain told PTI that he
cannot comment on the
issue as the matter is sub
judice.

The woman lodged the
complaint with the po-
lice on August 21 in
which she gave a detailed
account of the alleged
sexual attack on her
twice on April 14 and
May 1 - and requested
that the CCTV footage of
the then chief secretary's

residence be preserved
as evidence.

She has also requested
a Test Identification
Parade of the employees
a cook and a driver - pres-
ent at the chief secre-
tary's residence.

The complainant has
recorded her statement
under section 164 of the
Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC) before the
chief metropolitan mag-
istrate detailing the alle-
gation.

Anyone giving a state-
ment under this clause of
the CrPC will face per-
jury charges in case it
turns out to be false.

In her statement, the

woman claimed she was
taken to the IAS officer's
residence at 9 pm on
April 14.

"The then Chief
Secretary Shri Jitendra
Narain, IAS, assured me
that he will very shortly
arrange a Govt job in
any Department and to
be in touch with Shri
Rishi for updates," she
claimed in the FIR.

She claimed that they
assured her of a govern-
ment job but, subse-
quently, she was brutally
sexually abused by the
two men.

The then CS also
threatened her to finish
her and family members

if she revealed to anyone
what had happened to
her, she alleged.

On May 1, she was
again taken to the chief
secretary's residence
where she was raped by
him.

She has also filed a sep-
arate complaint with the
police against a local
journalist, who allegedly
gave hints about her
identity, and a police offi-
cer for leaking informa-
tion about the case, offi-
cials said.

According to sources
close to Narain, he joined
as chief secretary of
Andaman and Nicobar
Island in March 2021.

AIIMS starts special drive to 
clear items awaiting disposal

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The AIIMS here
has launched a drive
to clear items await-
ing disposal, includ-
ing old files and
records, as well as
take up sanitation, re-
pair and mainte-
nance works as part

of the central govern-
ment's month-long cam-
paign focused on clean
workplaces.

The 'Special Campaign
2.0' was launched on
October 2 by the Centre for
ensuring cleanliness, in-
cluding disposal of scrap,
and reducing pendency in
government offices and de-
partments. In an order

'Launch of Special
Swachhata Campaign 2.0
for cleanliness in AIIMS,
New Delhi', issued on
October 13, the institute's
Director Dr M Srinivas has
listed the activities that
will be implemented over
the next 10 days.

Old office records and
files will be weeded out,
according to the manual
of office procedures, and
administrative in-
charges, including the
chief's of centres and
heads of departments,
will go to areas under
their control and monitor
cleanliness and sanitation
there, the order stated.

The cafeteria and hostel
mess will also be deep

cleaned and special focus
will be on maintaining
the highest standards of
hygiene and food safety, it
stated and added that the
engineering department
will take up repair and
maintenance work in all
areas, including residen-
tial, with a special focus
on aesthetics.

The order stated that
special focus will be on the
hygiene and cleanliness of
public and patient toilets.
Posters, wherever required
to be placed, will be on des-
ignated notice boards only
and no almirahs, equip-
ment, scrap will be kept in
corridors, it stated.

"A special condemnation
drive shall be taken up in

all areas to clear any items
which are awaiting con-
demnation. A detailed in-
ventory of all such items
shall be prepared and at
least three faculty mem-
bers shall sign on the same
certifying that the said
items are fit for condemna-
tion based on objective cri-
teria or service reports of
maintenance agencies,
etc," the order stated.

This list shall be imme-
diately forwarded to the
linked store section for or-
ganising a special condem-
nation drive, and till such
time the condemnation is
done, the items will be held
in designated yards or in
the vacant space in the
basement, it stated.

SC suspends HC order
acquitting Saibaba

New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Saturday suspended the
Bombay High Court order
acquitting former Delhi
University (DU) professor
G N Saibaba and others in
a Maoist-links case, saying
the merits of the case was
not considered while
granting them the relief.

The top court rejected
Saibaba's request to order
his release from jail due to
his disability and health
conditions and put him
under house arrest after
the Maharashtra govern-
ment opposed the prayer,
saying nowadays, there is
a new tendency of "urban
Naxals" to seek house 
arrest.

It, however, allowed

Saibaba to move a fresh
bail application in the case.
The high court acquitted
Saibaba and others in the
case on Friday.

An apex court bench of
justices M R Shah and Bela
M Trivedi, which sat on a
non-working day to hear
the matter said, "We are of
the opinion that this is a fit
case to exercise powers
under Section 390 CrPC and
to suspend the impugned
judgment and order passed
by the high court."

It said, "We are of the
firm opinion that the im-
pugned judgment and order
passed by the high court is
required to be suspended.
For the reasons stated, the
impugned judgment and
order passed by the high
court is ordered to be sus-

pended till further orders."
It issued notice to

Saibaba and others and
sought their replies by
December 8 on a plea
moved by the Maharashtra
government against the
high court order and stayed
the release of all the ac-
cused in the case from jail.

It said that the offences
for which the accused were
convicted by the trial court
are very serious and
against the sovereignty and
integrity of the country
and a detailed scrutiny of
the judgment is required as
the high court did not con-
sider the merits of the case.

"The high court has not
at all dealt with and consid-
ered anything on the mer-
its of the judgment and
order passed by the trial

court, though even accord-
ing to the counsel appear-
ing on behalf of A-6
(Saibaba), the detailed sub-
missions were made on be-
half of the accused on mer-
its of the appeal and on the
judgment and order of con-
viction and sentence im-
posed by the trial court," 
it said.

The bench added that the
high court has discharged
the accused number 1-5
only on the ground that the
sanction was invalid,
mainly on the ground that
some material which was
placed before the appropri-
ate authority at the time of
sanction/review were
placed were available on
the very day and that no
reasons are given while
granting sanction.
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Convicts to remain in jail

MAOIST-LINKS CASE

̈ In Andaman
and Nicobar

Political strategist and Jan Suraj Abhiyan party chief Prashant Kishor being garlanded during his Jan Suraj Padyatra at
Chanpatia in West Champaran, Saturday. 

JAN SURAJ PADYATRA

Congress presidential candidate Shashi Tharoor being welcomed during his election campaign, in Guwahati, Saturday. 

ELECTION CAMPAIGN
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72 % of budgeted fund 
under MGNREGS released 

to states so far: Centre
New Delhi, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The Centre has re-
leased more than 72 per
cent of the total amount
allocated for MGNREGS
in the 2022-23 budget to
states so far, the Rural
Development Ministry
said on Saturday.

In the Union Budget for
2022-23, Rs 73,000 crore was
allocated for the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS), out
of which Rs 52,833 crore
has been allocated to
states so far, the ministry
said.

Citing data, the min-
istry said the "actual re-

leases to the states have
been much higher than
that provided for at the
budgetary estimate level".
It further said the central
government is committed
to release funds for wage
and material payments
for proper implementa-
tion of the scheme.

The ministry shared
these details while issu-
ing clarification on a re-
port which stated that
around 39 per cent of the
scheme card holders did-
n't get single day of work
in 2020-21. "It will not be
correct to assume that all
registered households
had demanded work.

The Mahatma Gandhi

National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act provides guarantee of
at least 100 days of wage
employment against the
demand made by a house-
hold in a rural area," the
ministry said responding
to the report.

It also shared the ratio
of offer for work against
the demand for work
which was above 99 per
cent during the three-
year period starting from
2019-2020. In 2020-21, the
ministry said, 99.89 per
cent of the total demand
of work under the Act
was met and 389.09 crore
person-days of work was
generated.

NEET aspirant dies
of liver infection

KKoottaa  ((RRaajjaasstthhaann)),,  OOcctt  1155  ((PPTTII))::
An 18-year-old NEET aspirant di-
agnosed with hepatic en-
cephalopathy died during treat-
ment at a private hospital here,
an official said on Saturday.
Victim Vaibhav Roy was among
the 36 students from Jawahar
Nagar area here who were suf-
fering from the disease in the
last few days. Of these, 18 have
recovered, while the others are
under treatment at three private
hospitals. Hepatic encephalopa-
thy is nervous system disorder
brought on by a severe liver dis-
ease. Kota chief medical and
health officer (CMHO) Dr.
Jagdish Soni told PTI that three
water suppliers in the area were
found to be supplying contami-
nated drinking water to coach-
ing institutes, hostels, and can-
teens. However, he said the
exact cause of Roy's death will
be ascertained through a death
audit, which is underway.

J’khand CM On Office
Of Profit Case

‘Criminal’ seeks
punishment,

authorities silent
RRaanncchhii,,  OOcctt  1155  ((PPTTII))::
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren on Saturday
asserted that his is an un-
precedented case in which
"a criminal or an accused"
is pleading for punishment
while the constitutional
authorities that should
have pronounced judg-
ment are silent. Soren was
referring to the threats of
his disqualification as an
MLA on the basis of the
purported Election
Commission advisory to
Jharkhand Governor
Ramesh Bais on August 25
in an office-of-profit case
following a petition by the
BJP. However, the
Governor is maintaining si-
lence on the issue.

"Have you ever heard of
any example in the country
in which a criminal or an
accused is pleading for
punishment or to know
about the quantum of pun-
ishment? I have been ap-
pealing to His Excellency
(the governor) with folded
hands to announce the
verdict, whatever be the
punishment," Soren told a
press conference here.

He lashed out at the
BJP-led central govern-
ment alleging that it has
been misusing agencies
such as Enforcement
Directorate besides consti-
tutional authorities to cre-
ate disturbance in states
ruled by non-BJP parties.
"Who is responsible for
this? If any criminal is
holding a constitutional
post and is repeatedly try-
ing to know his crime, his
punishment. Make it clear
(to him). We have not seen
such instances in India's
history.

‘Educational policy aims to
assimilate ancient with modern’
Mangaluru, Oct 15 (PTI): 

The new national edu-
cational policy (NEP) is
the philosophical docu-
ment of the 21st century
that aims to assimilate
ancient with the modern,
said Union Minister for
Education and Skill
D e v e l o p m e n t
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Saturday.

Addressing the 20th
convocation of the
National Institute of
Technology Karnataka
(NITK) here, he said the
Union government aims
to place the nation among
the developed nations by
2047 when the country
celebrates 100 years of
Independence from
British rule.

He said the country
would play a key role in
future development of

humanity and restore its

glory as the Vishwa
Guru.'

He wanted the NITK to
create a full-fledged sus-
tainable Energy
Department to turn the
technology institute into
a leading lighthouse in
energy transition of the

country within a decade.
The Minister said the

country's focus in future
should be on key areas
like artificial intelligence,
machine-learning, data
analytics, electronics,
genome-editing and 3D
printing. Pradhan inau-
gurated a new building of
the central research facil-
ity (CRF) and the school
of interdisciplinary stud-
ies on the NITK campus.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said institutions
like NITK are vital to ac-
quire ability to face global
challenges.

The Minister said IITs
in the country have
earned acclaim at the in-
ternational level for quali-
ty education and ex-
pressed the hope that the
country would be able to
open IITs abroad within
the next two years.

Dharmendra Pradhan

SIT to investigate rape charge against top officials 


