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Eight nabbed red-handed in gambling

Raipur,Oct 14:In view of strict

action against ‘satta’, ‘gambling’

and other anti-social activities,

the Anti-Crime and Cyber

Crime unit conducted raid

inthe garden in Shailendra

Nagar under Kotwali area here

on Friday and nabbed red-hand-

ed eight persons gambling with

help of cards. The police recov-

ered cash of Rs 3.40 lakh and

pack of cards and a case under

section 13 of Gambling Act was

filed against all three.The eight

persons nabbed included Anil

Shukla S/o Jagdish Prasad (48),

R/o Naharpara Ganja thana

area; Heeralal Premnani S/o

Kuldeep Saluja (32), R/o Sai

Nagar Faffadih, Raipur;

Dhananjay Singh S/o Vishnu

Dev Singh (43) R/o DD Nagar

Raipur:Chandan Lal S/o Puran

Gyanchandani R/o Amlipadar,

District Gariyaband; Prakash

Gurwani S/o Srichand

Gurwani (52), R/o Shivanand

Nagar Khamtarai, Raipur and

Dhawal Kumar S/o Dhanendra

Kumar (38) R/o Amlidih,

Raipur.

Special developmental action plan will be
formulated for special backward tribes

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 14: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
on Friday instructed the
officials concerned to in-
clude the priority works

of the State Government
in the action plan to be
formulated for the devel-
opment of special back-
ward tribes. He was chair-
ing a meeting of a com-
mittee constituted to pre-
pare the aforementioned
action plan.

He further asked to in-
clude various works fo-
cussing on education,
health, and nutrition in
the action plan for the de-
velopment of scheduled
areas. Giving instructions
in this regard, he asked to
prepare an action plan at

the earliest after dis-
cussing it in detail with the
collectors, public represen-
tatives, and various de-
partments of the respec-
tive districts.

Principal Secretary
School Education Dr. Alok
Shukla, Tribal
Development Department
Secretary Shri DD Singh,
Public Health Engineering
Secretary Dr. S.
B h a r a t h i d a s a n ,
Commissioner Tribal, and
Development Department
Shammi Abidi,
Agriculture Director Ayaz
Tamboli, Special Secretary
Revenue, and Disaster
Management Janak
Prasad Pathak along with
officers of Education,
Health, Women and Child
Development Department
attended the meeting.

‘State Govt, universities should make coordinated efforts’ 

Raipur, Oct 14: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey participat-
ed in the convocation cere-
mony of ICFAI University
located in Nava Raipur
here on Friday. On this oc-
casion, Governor distrib-

uted degrees to 105 stu-
dents including 23 gold and
19 silver  medals of the uni-
versity and congratulated
them. She also congratulat-
ed the parents and teachers
of ICFAI University,
Raipur for this outstanding
achievement. On this occa-
sion, the Governor advised
the students to join the
manufacturing sector of
the country by becoming
employment creators and
not merely seeking em-
ployment. Along with this,
she also asked the students
to explore the possibilities

of development of the
country by engaging in re-
search. While addressing
the gathering, the
Governor also asked all the
educational institutions to
make arrangements for
better education as per the
National Education Policy
2020.

Addressing the gather-
ing at the function, the
Governor said that convo-
cation ceremony is the re-
sult of hard work of the
students. The journey of
getting education starts
with small steps and takes

us to new heights of devel-
opment in the life. She said
that convocation is not the
end, rather it is a part of
the journey of one’s life.
She told the students that
they should become good
human beings by getting
good education. A good
person is the builder of a
good society, she added.
Today the students of the
country need to bring a
change in their thinking.
‘Increase your knowledge
through education. Quality
education not only builds
our potential but also de-
velops it continuously.
After studies, develop your

potential and give employ-
ment to people, instead of
going after employment.

Be a successful entrepre-
neur, be a job creator’, she
added.
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Raipur, Oct 14: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel paid tribute to
the former President, a
great scientist and
Bharat Ratna Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam on his
birth anniversary on
October 15.
Remembering Dr.
Kalam and his contri-
butions, Baghel said
that Dr. Kalam gave
many scientific
achievements to India.
His entire life was de-
voted towards serving

the nation.
With Dr. Kalam’s

contributions and
achievements, India
reached the heights of
success in the field of
space program and
military missile, and
he came to be known
as the Missile-Man.
Mr. Baghel said that
Dr. Kalam always in-
spired the youngsters
to pursue their
dreams with determi-
nation. Dr. Kalam’s
patriotism and moral
values will always in-
spire us.

Govt’s hike 5 percent in
DA for govt employees

Raipur, Oct 14: As a Diwali
gift in advance,
Chhattisgarh Government
has announced 5 percent
hike in the DA (Dearness
Allowance) for its officers

and employees. On the in-
structions of Chief
Minister and Minister in-
charge of Finance
Department, Bhupesh
Baghel, Finance
Department has issued an
order for hike in DA today.
The increased rate of DA
will be effective from the
current month of October.
The amount of increment
in DA will be paid in cash
from October 1, 2022. With
the increment of five per-
cent in DA, those who re-
ceive salary under the sev-

ED conducts scrutiny of documents
in the Collector’s house 

Raipur, Oct 14: The offi-
cers of the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) have
opened the sealed house of
Collector Raigarh Ranu
Sahu here on Friday
evening at 5:00 pm. The ED
officials reached the
Collector’s bunglow in 3
vehicles and till the writ-
ing of these lines around
a dozen ED officials were
conducted scrutiny of doc-

uments in the house.
It is notable here that

after the Collector’s con-
ference in capital city on
Oct 9 she went on leave
and was on medical leave
for some treatment in
Hyderabad. During this
the ED team raided at 16
different places in the cap-
ital city and the Collector
Raigarh’s house was also
one of the venue. But since
the Collector was not pres-
ent, the house was sealed
by the ED team.

On joining here on Oct

12, Collector wrote a letter
to the ED assuring them of
all possible help in con-
ducting investigation and
urged to open the seal in
the bungalow. After this

ED opened the seal in the
evening today at 5:00 pm
and since the bungalow
was sealed, Collector was
residing in the guest
house.

TRAFFIC CONGESTION

With increase in movement of vehicles due to festive season, there is traffic congestion in city’s Malviya Road here on Friday.

p Final reports 
yet to come

Raipur: ED in its
Twitter message has con-
firmed that they have
conducted search opera-
tions at 16 different
places in 3-4 cities and
seized approx Rs 6.50 cr
in the form of unac-
counted gold, cash and
bullion etc. Special Court
PMLA, Raipur has grant-
ed custody of 3 persons
(including 1 IAS officer)
arrested by ED for 8 days
till Oct 21, 2022, under
PMLA in a coal scam
case.

ED seized Rs 6.50 cr  worth 
unaccounted cash, gold etc.

Ch’garh govt’s gift
to employees
before Diwali

Finance
Department has
issued an order in
the context

To connect stu-
dents with research

Governor Uikey
attends the first
convocation of
ICFAI University,
Raipur

Chief Secretary
instructs officials to
prepare the action
plan focussing on
the priority works
of the state govern-
ment

CM remembers ‘The Missile-Man’

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam 

On his birth anniversary

From a garden in
Shailendra Nagar

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1144::  Chhattisgarh
State Yoga Commission
Chairman Gyanesh Sharma
today inaugurated a workshop on
the topic of complete health pro-
tection of senior citizens through
Yoga and Physiotherapy at Ram
Mandir premises in
Rohanipuram, Raipur. The one
day regional workshop was
organized by Regional Resource
and Training Center (RRCT)
Mumbai, Center for the Study of
Social Change (CSSC) Mumbai,
HelpAge India Chhattisgarh and
Senior Citizen Social Welfare
Society. Expressing concern over
atrocities and crimes against
senior citizens, Gyanesh
Sharma, called for sensitization
of youth. He said that the youth
should behave sensitively
towards the elderly. 

Youth should
behave sensi-
tively towards

sr citizens:
Sharma
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New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):

Himachal Pradesh will
go to polls on November
12, the Election
Commission said on
Friday, but did not an-
nounce the poll schedule
for Gujarat citing past
precedents.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Chief
Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar said the
counting of votes for
Himachal Pradesh polls
will take place on
December 8 and elaborate
arrangements have been
made to ensure maxi-
mum participation of

voters in the “festival of
democracy”. In the elec-
tions to the 68-member
assembly with over 55
lakh eligible voters, the
BJP will seek to overturn

the three-decade conven-
tion of no ruling party re-
turning to power by de-
feating the main opposi-
tion Congress in the hill
state.

However, the
Commission refrained
from announcing the poll
schedule for the Gujarat
assembly which has a
tenure till February 18,
2023. “The Election
Commission goes by con-
vention in announcing
poll schedules. It has de-
cided to go by the conven-
tion which was last fol-
lowed,” Kumar told re-
porters when asked about
keeping the announce-

ment for Gujarat in
abeyance.

Kumar asserted that
polls in one state will not
affect elections in the
other as “there is a gap of
40 days” in the qualifying
dates of the state assem-
blies of Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat.

The term of the
Himachal Pradesh assem-
bly ends on January 8,
2023.

However, it is still possi-
ble to hold Gujarat elec-
tions in the November-
December period so that
the votes could be counted
on the same day as was the
case in 2017.

Mumbai, Oct 14 (PTI):
More than eight years
after his arrest, the
Bombay High Court on
Friday acquitted former
Delhi University profes-
sor G N Saibaba in an al-
leged Maoist links case
for want of valid sanction
for prosecution under the
UAPA. Following the HC
order, the National
Investigation Agency —
which had taken over the
probe from Maharashtra
police — moved the
Supreme Court against
the acquittal. The SC,

however, rejected NIA’s
request for immediate
stay to the order.

Setting aside the life
imprisonment awarded to
Saibaba by the trial court,
the high court noted that
while the fight against
terrorism was important,
procedural safeguards
can not be sacrificed “at

the altar of perceived
peril to national security.”

Saibaba, 52, is likely to
be released from Nagpur
central jail where he is
lodged since his arrest in
May 2014 on Saturday, his
lawyers said. The high
court’s Nagpur bench of
Justices Rohit Deo and
Anil Pansare in its 101-

page judgement noted
that the sanction to prose-
cute the accused under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act was
“bad in law and invalid”.

Saibaba, who is wheel-
chair-bound due to 90 per
cent physical disability,
should be released forth-
with unless his custody
was required in any other
case, the court said.

Welcoming the ruling,
his wife A S Vasantha
Kumari said they had
faith that he would be
cleared from the case as
he was innocent.

The HC also allowed
the appeals filed by five
other convicts, acquitting
them of all charges.

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):

India’s nuclear-powered
submarine INS Arihant on
Friday carried out a suc-
cessful launch of a subma-
rine-launched ballistic mis-
sile (SLBM) in the Bay of
Bengal with a “very high
accuracy”, the defence
ministry said.

It said all operational
and technological parame-
ters of the weapon system
have been validated, seen
as a major milestone to fur-
ther boost India’s strategic
strike capabilities. “INS
Arihant carried out a suc-
cessful launch of a
Submarine Launched
Ballistic Missile (SLBM) on
October 14. The missile

was tested to a predeter-
mined range and impacted
the target area in the Bay of
Bengal with very high ac-
curacy,” the ministry said
in a statement.

It said “all operational
and technological parame-
ters of the weapon system
have been validated”.

India’s nuclear-powered
ballistic missile submarine
(SSBN) programme is a
closely guarded project.
INS Arihant was the first
boat under the SSBN proj-
ect that was reportedly fol-
lowed by another boat, INS
Arighat. In a statement, the
defence ministry said the
SSBN programme is a key
element of India’s nuclear
deterrence capability. It

said a “robust, survivable
and assured retaliatory”
capability is in sync with
the country’s policy to have
‘credible minimum deter-
rence’ that underpins its
‘no first use’ commitment.

“The successful user
training launch of the
SLBM by INS Arihant is
significant to prove crew
competency and validate
the SSBN programme, a
key element of India’s nu-
clear deterrence capabili-
ty,” the defence ministry
said. “A robust, survivable
and assured retaliatory ca-
pability is in keeping with
India’s policy to have ‘cred-
ible minimum deterrence’
that underpins its ‘no first
use’ commitment,” it said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  1144  ((PPTTII))::

A plane from Moscow car-
rying 402 people made an
emergency landing in the
national capital on Friday fol-
lowing a bomb threat, accord-
ing to officials. The Aeroflot
aircraft operating flight SU
232 landed at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
here at 2.48 am. The passen-
gers and crew were evacuated
safely, they said.

According to the police, the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) received an e-
mail warning of bombs on the
flight on Thursday night.

As the flight landed, its 386
passengers and 16 crew mem-
bers were immediately evacu-

ated, a senior police official
said. The flight was checked
and nothing has been found so
far, the official said, adding
that the aircraft has been iso-
lated. “On Thursday around 11
pm, a threat message was

received at IGI Control Room
social media site regarding
bombs planted on board
Russian flight no SU-272 arriv-
ing at IGI Airport. The flight
landed at 2.48 am safely,” one
of the officials said.

EARTHEN LAMP

A potter moulds an earthen lamp on a wheel, ahead
of the Diwali festival, in Gurugram, Friday.

Himachal polls on Nov 12
Gujarat dates not announced

HC acquits ex-DU professor Saibaba in ‘Maoist links’ case
 ‘Procedural 

safeguards are
sacrosanct’

NIA moves SC against HCacquittal
New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI) The Supreme Court on Friday
refused to stay the Bombay High Court order acquitting
Delhi University Professor G N Saibaba in a case relating to
his alleged Maoist links. Hours after the Bombay High Court
order, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) moved the
Supreme Court for stay which was declined. The apex court,
however, allowed the NIA to move an application before the
registry requesting for urgent listing.

Bomb threat: Aeroflot flight from Moscow
makes emergency landing at Delhi airport

Nuclear-powered submarine INS Arihant 
carries successful launch of ballistic missile

CEC Rajiv Kumar during 
a press conference. 
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BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1144::  Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg organ-
ised 02 lectures on Gandhi's
principles and values in one
month certificate course cen-
tered on the thoughts of
Mahatma Gandhi. Dr
Prashant Srivastava, the co-
ordinator said that in the cer-
tificate course, the first lec-
ture was given by senior lit-
terateur of Durg, Vinod Sao
on the topic "Nayakon ke
Nayak Bapu". 

Giving important informa-
tion on the leadership skills of
Mahatma Gandhi, Vinod Sao
said that Gandhiji had visited
Chhattisgarh twice. During
his visit he also held meetings
at Indira Market, Mahatma

Gandhi School in Durg and
Moti Para. 

Sao also described in detail
the participation of Gandhiji
in the Jal Satyagraha by farm-
ers in Kandel near Dhamtari
and at Sapre School ground
of Raipur etc. During the lec-
ture Sao also replied to the
questions of the participants
related to Gandhiji.

In the second lecture, Dr
Suryaprakash Pandey of
Mahatma Gandhi
International Hindi
University, Wardha,
Maharashtra gave an inter-
esting online lecture on  prin-
ciples and values of
Mahatma Gandhi. In his lec-
ture, Dr Pandey mentioned
the mischief done by Gandhiji
in his childhood and about his

change of heart in his youth
and the letter he wrote to his
father in this regard. 

Describing dedication, loy-
alty, honesty as the basic
mantra of Gandhi ji, Dr
Suryaprakash Pandey an-
swered the questions of the
participants very honestly. 

Earlier in the inaugural ses-
sion, Dr Usha Kiran Agrawal,
Professor, Government DB
Girls College, Raipur, gave re-
vealed many informative inci-
dents related to Gandhi's visit
to Raipur. Dr Agrawal also
told about the freedom fight-
ers of Chhattisgarh, contem-
porary of Gandhiji. Finally,
the program ended with the
vote of thanks proposed by
the Course Coordinator, Dr
Prashant Srivastava.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 14:
Department of
Orthodontics and
Dentofacial Orthopedics,
Rungta College of Dental
Sciences & Research
(RCDSR) under the aegis
of Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institution celebrated
National Orthodontic
Awareness Week on the oc-
casion of 57th Foundation
Day of Indian Orthodontic
Society on October 11,
2022.

To commemorate this
57th Foundation Day, Dr
Sumit Gandhi, HOD-
Orthodontics informed
that department organised
free check-ups and consul-
tations for orthodontic
treatment from October 1-
12. Also, many awareness
campaigns were conduct-
ed by the doctors and stu-

dents of RCDSR to encour-
age and motivate people to
improve their smile and
oral function. Reels,
Photography competition
were planned for students
and faculties of RCDSR.
Besides the competitions a
skit was  also performed
by PG students along with
interns and UG students
for braces awareness.

The Chairman of SRGI,
Sanjay Rungta, Directors,
Saket Rungta, Harsha
Rungta, Dean Dr Karthik
Krishna M, Vice-Dean Dr
Deepak Thakur, Vice
Principal RIPS, Harish
Sharma and Dean Student
Welfare, Rinki Sahu inau-
gurated this event. Sanjay
Rungta shared that the in-
stitute is always a front
runner in social services
and creating awareness
among the society.

Dean Dr Karthik

Krishna M conveyed his
best wishes for successful
organisation of this pro-
gram. The programme
was successfully coordi-
nated & guided by Prof &
Head Dr Sumit Gandhi,
Prof Dr Javed Sodawala,
Reader Dr Shaheen
Hamdani, Senior
Lecturers Dr Harsha
Malhotra & Dr Gaurav
Agrawal and post gradu-
ate students. There were

creative reels and photog-
raphy competition for
awareness of orthodontic
treatment  in which the
undergraduate and post-
graduate students actively
took part and the winners
of reels competition were
1st Prize  Latika
Dewangan & group, 2nd
Prize Baishali Agarwal,
3rd Prize  Sourav Biswas
and winners of photogra-
phy competition were 1st

Prize Syed Enteaas, 2nd
Prize Ipsha Mishra, 3rd
Prize Mekha Sashikumar.

The Orthodontic branch
of dentistry deals with
correction of teeth prob-
lems like spacing, irregu-
lar or forwardly placed
teeth in children as well as
adults. These problems
can be corrected by plac-
ing braces on the teeth.
Also, newer advances like
clear aligners or invisible
braces are employed in
treating these patients.

The Orthodontic de-
partment aimed to pro-
vide awareness amongst
patients who require or-
thodontic treatment and
the national orthodontic
awareness week  dis-
pensed a good opportunity
for the patients to get free
consultation and aware-
ness for orthodontic 
treatment.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 14: Amidst ru-
mours of child-lifting
gangs, the residents of
Supela and Vaishalinagar
area were panicked after
coming to know that three
school going boys were
missing.

Dreading that their chil-
dren had been lifted by
some gang, the parents of
three children lodged an
FIR at Vaishalinagar
Police Station. Much to
their relief, the children
returned back on Friday
morning after spending a
day in Bilaspur.

Police informed that
three children of
Ramnagar and Farid
Nagar area had suddenly
gone missing on Thursday
morning. The kids identi-
fied as Abhinav Tiwari,

Chandan Sahu and
Gaurav Pathak are stu-
dents of class 8th. The par-
ents searched them for the
entire day and later lodged
an FIR on Thursday
evening.

In the meanwhile, the
rumours of child lifting
spread like a wild fire in
the entire city. On the
other hand, Police activat-
ed its network and the pics
of missing kids were

shared with the cops
across the state. Later on
Friday morning, the kids
were spotted at Power
House Railway Station.

GRP took the kids under
their custody. Police team
reached the spot and came
to know that the children
had gone to Bilaspur in a
train and returned back.
The missing children have
been reunited with their
families.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 14: SAIL- BSP
Schools have won the best
eco club competition at the
state level. Children's fair
and State level best Eco
club competition were or-
ganized in Agrasen Dham
Raipur on October 11-12,
2022 by Chhattisgarh
E n v i r o n m e n t
Conservation Board,
Raipur. More than 70
schools participated from
Chhattisgarh state. In this,
BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector 7 and EMMS
Sector 9 received maxi-
mum awards.

Senior Secondary School
Sector 7 got the third posi-
tion in the entire state in
the best eco club category
and EMMS Sector 9 got the
consolation prize. Mohd
Akbar, Environment and

Housing Minister, present-
ed a certificate, memento,
seven thousand rupees to
BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector 7 and a check
of one thousand rupees
EMMS Sector 9.

In other competitions,
Agriibala, a student of
BSP Senior Secondary

School, Sector 7, got first
place in essay writing,
Himani Chakradhari got
second place in Speech
competition. Apart from
this, BSP Senior
Secondary School Sector 7
got the second position in
the Eco Club Stall in the
entire state. Ishita Gupta, a

student of EMMS Sector 9,
got first place in Speech,
Alifa Fatima got second
place in essay writing.
Apart from this, EMMS
Sector 9 got consolation
prize in Eco Club stall all
over the state.

SV Nandanwar, CGM
(TSD & CSR), Shikha

Dubey, GM( Education)
and Uma Katoch, GM,
Environment Management
Department appreciated
both the schools and en-
couraged the students.

All Eco Club activities in
BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector 7 achieved
this feat under the guid-
ance and leadership of
Ruby Burman Roy,
Principal, SSS 7 and, Mithu
Majumdar, Principal of
EMMS Sector 9.

The Eco Club in-charge
of BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector 7, Vijay
Kumar Choubey, Sridevi
Durge, CP Sharma, Ashok
Singh and the Eco Club
in-charge of EMMS
Sector 9, Sharbani Dey
and all the teachers con-
tributed in the successful
performances of the Eco
Clubs.

URM makes multiple
production records in 
different parameters

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 14: SAIL-
BSP's Universal Rail Mill
(URM) has made many
records in different pro-
duction parameters on
October 13, 2022 as far as
rolling, straightening and
welding of 260m panels is
concerned. Rolling of 401
rails is the ever best day
record, surpassing the
previous record of rolling
of 400 rails on March 16,
2022.

Similarly straightening
of 390 rails through bi-pla-
nar straightening ma-
chine is a tremendous
achievement and the shop
has surpassed the previ-
ous record of 384 rails that
was set on March 16, 2022.

Welding of 179 panels of
260m is a jump from the
previous best of 166 panels
that was made on August
31, 2022. URM is now on
the track of achieving the

rated capacity very soon
that will fulfill all the de-
mand of Indian Railways
regarding Long Rail pan-
els.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) congrat-
ulated the URM fraternity
and at the same time con-
gratulated the associated
departments like SMS-3,
PPC, RCL, INCOS,T&D
and Instrumentation
along with other allied
agencies.

Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) of BSP was pres-
ent in the wee hours of the
morning along with URM
collective to witness the
breaking of records. He
congratulated the entire
URM collective for the ex-
cellent performance.
Anish Sengupta, CGM
(URM) accepted the com-
pliments and gave credits
to his team and other asso-
ciated departments and
agencies for the feat.

Notorious thieves detained 
during routine vehicle checking  

Bhilai, Oct 14: The night
patrol campaign being run
by the Superintendent of
Police is bearing fruitful
results. Under the visual
policing initiatives, the
cops were conducting rou-
tine vehicle checks when
they found some suspi-
cious youth. The suspects
were taken into custody
and during interrogation
they confessed involve-
ment in vehicle lifting. A
total of 15 vehicles includ-
ing a car and two Enfield
Bullets worth about Rs 14
lakhs were confiscated.

It needs to be mentioned
here that under the direc-
tion of SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava and guidance of
ASP (Rural) Anant Sahu
and SDOP (Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore, a
special visual policing
campaign is being run in
Patan area. The cops are
making their presence felt
during the night also
through regular patrolling

and vehicle checking.
In this sequel, the team of

Jamgaon (R) Police Station
was conducting vehicle
checking late evening on
October 13. The team inter-
cepted two bikers -
Shashikant Chandrakar
and Komesh Yadav and
asked them to show the doc-
uments. They were unable
to produce the documents
of the vehicle and tried to

mislead the cops. On suspi-
cion, the cops took them
into custody and during
sustained interrogation,
they confessed to having
stolen several vehicles from
different places. They dis-
closed the names of other
four accomplices after
which they were also ar-
rested. Police seized 14
stolen vehicles including a
car and two Royal Enfield

bikes from their possession.
The accused are identified
as Shashikant Chandrakar
(22) son of Sanjay
Chandrakar a resident of
Bhansuli; Komesh Yadav
(24) son of Kishore Yadav a
resident of Bhansuli;
Hiteshwar Prasad
Chandrakar (26) son of
Chandrika Chandrakar a
resident of Bhansuli, Rahul
Chanape (19) son of

Govardhan Chanape a resi-
dent of Bhansuli; Jitendra
Kumar Banjare (19) son of
Dheluram Banjare a resi-
dent of Bhanusali; and
Gopendra Yadav alias Gopu
(19) son of Ishwar Yadav a
resident of Bhansuli. The
accused have been booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 41 (1+4),
379 of IPC.

Police are collecting in-
formation about the vehi-
cles from the RTO after
which the owners will be
contacted. Sub-Inspector
Enu Kumar Devangan
(SHO, Jamgaon), Assistant
Sub-Inspector Surendra
Taram, Chandrashekhar
Soni, Constable Mahendra
Banjare, Shravan Sahu,
Bhapendra Sahu, Ved
Prakash Sahu, Jaiprakash
Sahu, Rajiv Dubey,
Pramod Kumar Mandavi,
constable Kiran Sonkar
and others played a vital
role in busting the gang of
vehicle thieves.
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BSP Schools win the best State 
level Eco club competition

Child-lifting panic grips 
city after boys go missing

RCDSR celebrates ‘National Orthodontic Awareness week’ Durg University organises lectures 
on Gandhi’s principles & values 

During one month certificate course on Gandhian Philosophy 

Divisional Commissioner reviews arrangements of paddy procurement
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 14: Paddy pro-
curement is going to begin
in the division from
November 01. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre chaired a meeting of
the Upper Collectors and
other officials of the
Districts of Durg Division
on Friday and instructed
them to ensure proper
arrangements at the com-
mittees for paddy procure-
ment. He said that in view
of ample rainfall of 112
percent, the division is ex-
pecting a bumper crop.

Kavre said that
Girdawari is done to en-
sure that there is no prob-
lem in the purchase of

paddy. Make sure that the
data entry of Girdawari is
done in a proper way.
Additional Collectors of
all the districts, Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Development Ajay Mishra,
Deputy Commissioner
Revenue Avadharam
Tandon, Superintending
Engineer PWD HR Dhruv,
Joint Director Agriculture
RK Rathore, Joint
Director Education PK
Pandey, CSPDCL
Executive Director
Jambhulkar and other of-
ficers were present.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that
according to the intention
of the government, work
should be done in the di-

rection of expansion
of the cultivation area
of pulses, oilseeds
and other crops. To
promote the farmers
in this direction, the
conditions for stor-
age, availability and
distribution of seeds
and manure should be
good. There must be
no shortage of seeds
and all the seeds must
be treated. Cases of
payment of crop in-
surance etc should not be
pending.

The Divisional
Commissioner also in-
quired about the progress
of making the caste certifi-
cates. Officials said that
two lakh five thousand

caste certificates have
been made in the division
during the last one and a
half years. The Divisional
Commissioner said that
camps should be organized
to settle the remaining ap-
plications. At the same

time, he said that a nice ex-
periment was done for
caste certificates in the vil-
lages of Dharamjaigarh.
Some people here did not
have missal records. In
such a situation, Gram
Sabhas were convened in

the Panchayats and
the Gram Sabha con-
sidered the cases.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner said
that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has
given clear instruc-
tions that like Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools, no
fee should be charged
in Hindi medium
SAGES schools. He in-
structed to complete

the recruitment process
and ensure proper infra-
structure like lab-library,
etc. The divisional level of-
ficers of the Education
Department said that at
present there are 56
English medium SAGES

and five Hindi Medium
SAGES in the division.

Kavre said that pending
revenue cases should be
settled soon. He asked the
officials to keep monitor-
ing the Patwari Halkas
continuously. Complete
the recovery of the fines
and make people aware
about the government's
plans to give landowner
rights. He asked them to
keep the cash book updat-
ed in Tehsils, circle note
book updated and approve
the daily tours. In cases
which are pending after
the time limit, the reason
for the delay should be
mentioned clearly.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that

there should be continu-
ous monitoring on the fair
price shops so that the ma-
terial is available at the
price fixed by the govern-
ment. Rate list should be
displayed in all PDS shops.
Monitoring committees
must stay alert.

The Divisional
Commissioner inquired
about the self-supporting
Gauthans in all the dis-
tricts and inquired about
the livelihood-oriented ac-
tivities. He said that ac-
cording to the wishes of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the women of the
group can earn good in-
come by producing the
items as per the local
needs in the Gauthans.



Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Oct 14:
DAV Public School,
Honavandi, Vishrampuri

bagged first place by se-
curing 16 points in the fi-
nals of the 'Kabaddi' tour-
nament of DAV (Cluster)
Divisional-level Sports
Tournament here on
Thursday.

Apart from this Ram
Prasad Netam of the
School came first in the
1500 mts race and Manoj
Kumar Netam of Class
12th secured 3rd place in

the High Jump.
In this way DAV

Vishrampuri School has
secured berth in the state-
level match by gaining
recognition in the cluster-
level matches. It is notable
here that DAV
Vishrampuri is the sole
CBSE English medium
School in the region.

The Principal of the
School B Padmavati has

extended greetings to all
the winning students and
added that if one's talent
gets a platform, then it def-
initely improves a lot.

She also extended greet-
ings to the teachers and
parents of the school chil-
dren and wished them all
the best in the state-level
and national-level games
to be organised in the near
future.

‘Speed up necessary action
including allotment of land’

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Oct 14: During
the meeting with the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, various societies
of the district have been
given the gift of commu-
nity building. Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
met the heads of the soci-
ety and informed in detail
about the sanctioned
amount for the construc-
tion of the community
building.

He also urged for regis-
tration of the society and
providing necessary doc-
uments so that action can
be taken as per the an-

nouncement made by the
Chief Minister.
Necessary directions
were given to the SDM
and Tehsildar to complete
the land allotment pro-
ceedings at the earliest.

Collector Katara in-
formed the heads of socie-
ty in detail about the devel-
opment works being car-
ried out in the district and
discussed the better devel-
opment of the district and
connecting every section
with the ambitious
schemes of the govern-
ment. Various topics in-

cluding education, health,
caste certificate, assis-
tance given to landless
farmers and others were
discussed extensively.

In the meeting, SDM
Bijapur Pawan Kumar
Premi, Tehsildar DR
Dhruv including Gond,
Halba, Dorla, Kanwar,
Christian, Sahu,
Kshatriya, Nishad,
Satnami, Kosaria, Marar,
Pardhan, Telanga, Mahra,
Muslim, Maheshwari and
various social heads and
officials. were present in
the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Oct 14:
Due to inordinate delay in
the construction work
under MGNREGA, the
Sarpanchs of the block
have started maintaining
distance froom the con-
struction works. So in
order to carry out con-
struction work speedily,
the local administration
issued notices to

Sarpanchs and warned
them of taking discipli-
nary action if no re-
sponse is given within
three days.

The issuing of the let-
ter from administration
has led to resentment and
fear among the
Sarpanchs and they are
unable to register protest
even if they wanted to. It
is learnt that failing to get
departmental payment of
the work already done
under MGNREGA, it has
become practically diffi-
cult for them to live re-
spectful life. Sarpanch of
Kotapani is having so
much of pressure to re-
turn the loan amount that
on failing to pay the final
installment of the tractor
taken on loan, the
Company has seized his
tractor.

Notice issued to
Sarpanchs for not 

starting works:
Every Sarpanch has

been granted sanction of
Rs 7 lakh for starting con-
struction work of
'Gouthan' under state gov-
ernment's 'Narwa,
Ghurwa', Gharwa and
Bari' scheme in the block.
The above amount has
been sanctioned 10
months back and till date
the Sarpanchs have nei-
ther got the agreement
done nor started any work.
Prior to this also the
Sarpanchs were issued
verbal otice and isntruc-
tions by the Janpads and
still no action has been
taken by them so far. This
clearly indicates that the
Agencies are not execut-
ing their work properly.

In this regard,

Sarpanchs have been
asked to issue clarification
before the authorities in
person, failing which due
action will be taken by
SDM (Revenue) and for
which they will be held re-
sponsible.
Problem mainly because

of not getting payment on
time: Sarpanch Musara
Musarakala Sarpanch-

Kanwal Nirmalkar in-
formed that the local ad-
ministration is not mak-
ing payments for the
works under MGNREGA
on time and due to some
other problems no con-
struction work is being
carried out. The officers
are pressuring the
Sarpanchs to complete the
work. Apart from delay in
payment under MGNRE-
GA, they are also in high-
debts from material sup-

pliers. Even after valua-
tion and physical verifica-
tion by the administra-
tion, the payment of works
under MGNREGA is not
done for a year's time and
so they are forced to take
loan for the MGNREGA
labourers and all this is
putting lot of mental pres-
sure on Sarpanchs, he
added. Due to non-pay-
ment of works under
MGNREGA by Sarpanch
Gram Kotnapani, he had
to differ payment for his
monthly installment for
tractor taken on loan and
to which the Company
seized for not making pay-
ment on time, Musarakela
Sarpanch informed. Like
this all other Sarpanchs
are also facing problems
and about which they have
verbally informed it to
MLA Daleshwar Sahu.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  15,  2022

p Rs 7 lakh sanctioned
10 months back to
each Sarpanch

p Failing to get pay-
ment under MGNRE-
GA causing prob-
lems, says affected
Sarpanchs
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state-level matches

p For construction 
of community 
buildings 

p Collector holds
meeting with heads
of the societies

CEO issues notices to sarpanchs
delaying ‘Gouthan’ works

DAV Vishrampuri students 
bag first place in Kabaddi

One dies when 
hit by Balgar

KKaattaaggii,,  OOcctt
1144::  In a major
accident on
Jonk River
bridge in
Katgi on
T u e s d a y ,
Bhuneshwar
Jatwar in
Power Expel
bearing No.
CG 22 5361
was hit by
Balgar bear-
ing No. CG 12
AT 6141 and
he died on
the spot. The
family mem-
bers annoyed over the death, staged chak-
ka-jam on the bridge and due to which the
traffic on the routes was badly affected
and there was long queue of vehicles on ei-
ther side of the bridge.  It was on sanction
of Rs 25000 to the family members of the
deceased that the chakka-jam was called
off. The Police has seized the Balgar vehi-
cle and its driver and sent the body of the
deceased for post-mortem and it was later
handed over to the family members.

On Jonk river bridge

One nabbed
for playing
‘satta-patti’

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  OOcctt
1144::  It was on tip
from an informer
that one DK
Ujjwane R/o Gram
G h o r t a l a bw a s
nabbed red-hand-
ed near
‘Kalamanch’ prac-
ticing 'satta-patti'
as per numbers
marked on piece
of paper. The wit-
ness present con-
firmed the same
and the person
was taken into ar-
rest under betting
and since it is bail-
able an offence,
he was released
on presenting bail.

Puneet Sagar campaign: A nationwide flagship campaign of NCC
Bilaspur, Oct 14: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(A Central University) the
NCC Cell, under the pa-
tronage of Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Alok Kumar
Chakrawal organized a
cleanliness campaign and
awareness rally in the
University campus on 27th
September 2022 under
Puneet Sagar Abhiyan.
The program was organ-
ized under the banner of 7
CG BN NCC, under the di-
rection of the
Commanding Officer, Col S
K Gupta, the guidance of
Nodal Officer for GGV
Swachh Bharat Mission,
Dr Sujit Kumar Mishra
and the supervision of
NCC Officer, Dr
Vindeshwari Pawar.

Keeping in mind the vi-
sion of the Prime Minister,
the National Cadet Corps
(NCC), in conjunction with

the Swachh Bharat
Mission has launched a na-
tionwide flagship cam-
paign to clean up beaches,
rivers, banks, lakes and
other water bodies under
the Puneet Sagar
Campaign.

Taking this forward as a
small part of the cam-
paign, Guru Ghasidas

Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) NCC Cell car-
ried out a cleanliness drive
at the site of the ponds in-
side the GGV campus.
About 20 SD/SW cadets
took part in cleaning the
ponds near the University
Teaching Department in-
side the University cam-
pus. The cadets removed

plastic, garbage, dry leaves,
and bushes from the pond
and cut unwanted bushes.
After cleaning the ponds,
the cadets also took out an
awareness rally in the cam-
pus on the importance of
cleanliness of surround-
ings and water bodies and
development of a healthy
and clean environment.

DPSRMUN swings into zealous action

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1144::  Ornate with
speech having the power to
persuade, alchemize or coerce
people to introspect or retro-
spect, Delhi Public School,
Raipur has returned with the
decennial edition of MUN  to
empower its students in chan-
nelizing their cogent opinions
in matters of social, political
and economical interest.
Unfazed by the menace of pan-
demic, the school chose to
invite 10 students from its
adopted village, Nardaha and
adoring Alumni apart from its
present students to showcase

their debatable stance in dis-
cussing national and interna-
tional issues with pride but no
prejudice. “250 students’ will-
ingness to participate and
organize the event under the
able guidance of the Social
Studies faculty is a humungous
experience in itself,” iterated
the school fraternity.

From Aug 13th to 15th, the
committees UNGA, UNCSW,
UNHRC and the International
Press shall be vibrant with
action. About 10-12 venues
including the auditorium,
library, Maths Laboratory, few

classes have been arranged to
hold various committee meets.
The Inaugural Ceremony wore
a glamorous look complete
with grand rangoli, spectacular
rendition of songs and dances
to welcome all its participants. 

All set and done, the presti-
gious MUN commenced with
the Principal lighting the auspi-
cious lamp and giving a wel-
come address motivating the
students to take full advantage
of this opportunity in analyzing
the issues of national and
international importance so
that solutions can be solicited
in the best possible way.  This
was followed by a PPT in trib-
ute to DPS’ precious student,
Aakash Mote by his friends.
The occasion also comprised of
an enlightening speech to the
delegates from Rishima Dubey,
student of class 12 presiding
over as the Secretary General
of the MUN and the handing
over of the Gavel to the
Secretary Generals, Rishima

Dubey and Mudit Jain deeming
the committees declared open. 

MUN is certainly a better
platform than enrolling in
coaching institutes which seem
to be catching fever at a very
early age in a student’s life.
This can only thwart growth
but MUN-like activities opens a
student’s mind to decisiveness
and individualism than stress-
ing a student in the name of
competitive exams. In schools,
a child’s overall development is
catered to and hence they play
a significant role in the initial
years of a student. Considering
these advantages, Pro Vice
Chairman, Mr. Baldeo Singh
Bhatia and senior members of
the management committee,
Mr. Vijay Shah and Mr. Pukhraj
Jain assured the Social Studies
faculty and the students of
their support in providing them
with such a platform every
year that will enable them to
showcase their pageants on
matters of global importance.

Thirty talented girls of state felicitated by ABKMV

Raipur, Oct 14: A felicita-
tion and ‘Dussehra milan’
programme was organ-
ised in the national con-
vention of Akhil Bhartiya
Kshatriya Mahasabha
Virangana (ABKMV) held
under the chairmanship
of National President
Neetu Amit Singh here on
Thursday. The chief guest
of the function was Veena
Singh W/o former CM Dr

Raman Singh and she was
extended birthday greet-
ings by all, cutting a birth-
day cake on the occasion.

In this programme, re-
gional presidents from dif-
ferent states of the coun-
try and members of na-
tional working committee
were present. The
National President- for-
mer MP Kunwar
Harivansh Singh laying
emphasis on empower-
ment of women made an
appeal for ‘dowry-free’ so-
ciety. The senior national
general secretary
Raghvendra Singh Raju,
National general secre-

tary Sukhvir Singh
Bhadouria, ex-MP
Abhishekh Singh hailed
the organisation of this
programme and motivat-
ed the women for social
services by taking part in
such programmes.

On this occasion a total
of 30 talented daughters of
the Samaj from Raipur
(Chhattisgarh) were felici-
tated by ABKMV office
bearers. Former National
President ABKMV
Damyanti Singh, Yuwa
National President
Prabha Lalit Singh,
National V-P Kanchan
Chouhan, executive

President Sharda Thakur,
Rashmi Chouhan, Suman
Singh, Rachana Singh,
Sangeeta Bais, Bindu
Singh, Nisha Singh,
Annapurna Singh empha-
sised upon working  unit-
edly and laid stress on
‘beti bachao-bedi padhao’.
State President Avdhesh
Singh Gautam, Ela
Kalchuri and Sundari
Thakur also made an ap-
peal to all the members of
the society to remain unit-
ed. National organisation-
al secretary Amit Kumar
Singh welcomed all the
guests and proposed vote
of thanks.

Astitva Grameen Hastshilp empowering
rural women of Ch’garh

Raipur, Oct 14: Astitva
Women Education &
E m p o w e r m e n t
Foundation believes in the
advancement of women in
rural Chhattisgarh to cre-
ate their own identity and
participate meaningfully
in the economic growth
and prosperity.

Astitva Grameen
Hastshilp is an
“ U p s k i l l i n g - t o - S e l f -

Reliance’ grassroots initia-
tive under project
‘Pehchaan’, to propel skills
development among un-
employed rural women
and help them secure busi-
ness opportunities.
Investing in women’s eco-
nomic empowerment sets
a direct path towards aug-
menting gender equality,
promoting financial inclu-
sion, fostering female en-
trepreneurship, and inclu-
sive economic growth in
women led micro-busi-

ness.
The Foundation provid-

ed training sessions on
Madhubani Art.
Materials, tools, art sup-
plies and an online selling
platform were also provid-
ed to rural women, who
took no time in mastering
the new skills. As a result,
exquisite hand painted
wooden peedha, tea coast-
ers and chowki were made
and sold by two such
young women artisans of
rural Chhattisgarh, Swati
Verma and Natasha
Verma which enabled
them to earn a proud liv-
ing. Both girls were partic-
ipants of the International
Mentoring Program or-
ganised every year by
Astitva Foundation. Their
wooden artifacts also
reached America where
people highly appreciated
their work. More recently,

they bagged a huge Diwali
order worth 40,000 rupees.
Raipur- based VY Hospital
is one of the big corporate
customers who ordered
handicraft items this festi-
val season supporting
‘Made-in-Chhattisgarh’ ef-
forts and lighting up the
homes of rural women of
the state. The raw materi-
als are entirely sourced in
Chhattisgarh thereby en-
abling the local micro-
business owners to pros-
per. This is a classic exam-
ple of rural women em-
powerment by Astitva
Foundation.

By eliminating the basic
barriers to participation
in the workforce, Astitva
Foundation demonstrates
the potential of women as
a powerful catalyst for so-
cial empowerment and
growth of the rural 
economy.

Shiv Sainiks protest
against film ‘Adipurush’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 14: In protest
against wrong picturization
of Lord Shri Hanuman, Sita
and Laxman in the new up-
coming file ‘Adipurush’,
Shiv Sainiks from Raipur
district unit staged token
protest at Jaistambh Chowk
here on Thursday.

Shiv Sena District
spokesman Sanjay Sonkar
informed that in this Hindi
film, the Hindu Gods and

Goddesses have been pic-
turised with objectionable
attire and the one which is
not as per the historical
epics viz. ‘Gita’ and others.
So it is in order to protest
the same, Shiv Sena Raipur
District unit organised this
demonstration on
Thursday. This demonstra-
tion was staged by District
President HN Singh
Paliwar, Suraj Sahu,
Santosh Markandey, Ballu
Jangde, Rahul Sonwani,
Neha Tiwari, Laxmi
Kashyap, Himanshu
Sharma, Prafulla Sharma,
Akib Khan, Vicky
Nirmalkar, Sai Prajpati,
Rohit Vishwakarma and
other Shiv Sainiks.

Training to pharmacists
across the state by AIIMS

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 14: Under
the aegis of All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, a two-day train-
ing program started on
Wednesday for the phar-
macists of 10 districts in
the first phase with the
aim of providing training
to the pharmacists of the
state. AIIMS will provide
such training to all the
Pharmacists of the State
in the coming days and
make them skillful about
the management of medi-
cines of the patients.
Inaugurating the training
program organized under
the aegis of the
Department of
Pharmacology, AIIMS,
Director Prof. (Dr.) Nitin
M. Nagarkar said that this
will help in skill develop-
ment of the pharmacist,
which will directly benefit
the patients. This will fur-
ther strengthen the health

services of the state.
Program coordinator Dr.
Pungazenthan T. in-
formed that this type of
training would be provid-
ed to all the pharmacists
of the state with the cour-
tesy of CGDHS. For this,
regular two-day training
programs will be organ-
ized.

Maintenance, storage,
cold chain maintenance,
dispensing and proper
dosage assessment along
with management of
medicines given to unin-
fected patients including

cancer, heart and liver dis-
eases, diabetes and stroke.
Dr. Mahendra Singh,
Deputy Director, NPCDCS
was present in the pro-
gram as the program co-
ordinator. Dr. Nitin R
Gaikwad, Head of the
Department also provided
training to the partici-
pants in the training pro-
gram. Pharmacists from
Raipur, Surajpur,
Bilaspur, Balod,
Bemetara, Janjgir
Champa, Mungeli, Bastar,
Durg and Korba partici-
pated in the event.

Allotment of land for housing
board projects soon

Raipur, Oct 14: Land in
Raipur district will be al-
lotted to the Housing
Board soon to start new
well-organized housing
projects for the general
public. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure in-
structed the revenue offi-
cers to expedite the
process of allotment of
land at a meeting held in
the presence of Housing
Board Chairman Kuldeep
Juneja here.

Commissioner of
Housing Board Dharmesh
Sahu, Additional Collector
BB Panchbhai, SDM
Devendra Patel along with
Revenue Officers and offi-
cials of Housing Board
also attended the meeting
held in the Collectorate
Hall.

Issues pertaining to

land allotment to conver-
sion-demarcation etc. for
various housing projects
were discussed at length at
the meeting. The
Chairman of the Board,
Kuldeep Juneja demanded
allotment of land at the
earliest with completion of
the process for the housing
projects in public interest.

Collector Dr Bhure re-
viewed the project wise
cases with the officials and
inquired about the current
situation. He instructed
the revenue officers to
allot the land to the
Housing Board as per
rules by removing the ob-
stacles in the land allot-
ment cases at the earliest.

Land allocation for
Rajiv Nagar housing
scheme in Gogaon, Mowa,
M a n t h - K h a r o r a ,

Singarbhatha-Abhanpur,
U r l a - A b h a n u p a r ,
Nayakbandha-Abhanpur
and Saloni-Abhanpur
were discussed.
Discussion was also held
in the meeting regarding
the submission of NOC,
prescribed fee amount etc.
for allotment of land by
various departments at
these places as per rules.

Issue of allotment of
land for general housing
in Nakti and special hous-
ing project for MPs-MLAs
at Serikhedi was also dis-
cussed.

CThe consent of the
Revenue Department has
been obtained on the appli-
cation of the Housing
Board for this project. The
fixed amount has also
been deposited in the
Housing Board and the
land will soon be allotted
by the Collector. The offi-
cials also demanded for
early mutation of the allot-
ted land to the Housing
Board in Sondengari,
Jaraway, Daganiya.

Human trafficking a serious problem
before society: Dr Kiranmayi 

Raipur, Oct 14: A work-
shop on human trafficking
was organised at State
Women’s Commission
Office, Shastri Chowk here
today. Commission
Chairperson Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak
presided over the work-
shop. Members of the com-
mission Dr. Anita Raote
and Smt. Archana
Upadhyay and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal were
present at the workshop.

Although human traf-
ficking is illegal, yet it re-
mains a serious problem of

our society, Dr Kiranmayi
Nayak said in her address.
Human trafficking is done
from physical abuse to
prostitution and bonded
labour, she said, adding
that to deal with the prob-
lem of human trade, it is
necessary to create public

awareness. It is necessary
to make villagers and
those living in urban areas
aware about the dangers of
human trade and its ill-ef-
fects, she said. State gov-
ernment’s Chief Minister
Mahtari Nyay Rath is mov-
ing to every district to

make people aware about
human trafficking, she in-
formed.

Detailed discussions
were held on the subject of
human trafficking preven-
tion and rehabilitation of
victims and other stake-
holders. Other officers
present in this workshop
shared experiences of
their previously posted
areas. They gave sugges-
tions over inter-depart-
mental coordination, budg-
et provisions and rehabili-
tation. Officers of the
Police Department along
with the Secretary of the
Women’s Commission,
Anand Prakash Kispotta
and other officers and em-
ployees were present.

Chief Secretary reviews
forest rights cases

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 14: A review
meeting of canceled for-
est rights cases by dis-
trict level committees
under Forest Rights Act
2006 was held at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here which was
chaired by Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain.

In the meeting, infor-
mation about the number
of canceled cases in the
year 2017, the number of
claims accepted by the
district level committee
after reconsideration and
the claims finally settled

by the district level com-
mittee was taken from
the district collectors.
The Chief Secretary
asked the collectors to
submit the list of cases to
the Commissioner,
Tribal and Scheduled
Castes soon, mentioning

the reasons for the can-
celed individual forest
rights cases.

In this meeting organ-
ised through video con-
ferencing, Secretary
Tribal and Scheduled
Caste Development
Department, DD Singh,

Commissioner Tribal
and Scheduled Caste
Development Mrs.
Shammi Abidi along
with Korea,
Mahasamund, Mungeli,
Narayanpur, Raigad,
Rajnandgaon, Surguja,
Sukma, Surajpur,
Balodabazar, Balrampur,
Bastar, Bijapur, Bilaspur,
Dantewada, Dhamtari,
Gariaband, Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi,
J a n j g i r - C h a m p a ,
Jashpur, Kabirdham,
Kanker, Kondagaon,
K o r b a
and Collector Balod par-
ticipated.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 15,  2022

Workshop on
human trafficking 

For wrongly 
displaying attires 
of Hindu Gods,
Goddesses

In the felicitation
and ‘Dussehra
milan’ prog of
ABKMV



NATIONAL CONVENTION OF INDIAN JEWS

Indian-origin Jews in Israel participate in the sixth National Convention of Indian Jews, in Petah Tikva, Friday.
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Seoul, Oct 14 (AP):

North Korea early
on Friday fired an ad-
ditional ballistic mis-
sile and 170 rounds of
artillery shells to-
ward the sea and flew
warplanes near the
tense border with
South Korea, further
raising animosities
triggered by the
North’s recent bar-
rage of weapons tests.

The North Korean
moves suggest it is re-
viving an old play-
book of stoking fears
of war with provoca-
tive weapons tests be-
fore it seeks to win
greater concessions
from its rivals.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in
a statement the short-
range missile lifted
off from the North’s
capital region at 1:49
am Friday (1649 GMT
Thursday; 12:49 p.m.
EDT Thursday) and
flew toward its east-
ern waters.

It was North
Korea’s 15th missile
launch since it re-
sumed its testing ac-
tivities on September
25. North Korea said
Monday its recent
missile tests were
simulations of nu-
clear strikes on South
Korean and US tar-
gets in response to
their “dangerous”
military exercises in-

volving a US aircraft
carrier.

After the latest mis-
sile test, North Korea
fired 130 rounds of
shells off its west
coast and 40 rounds
off its east coast.

The shells fell in-
side maritime buffer
zones the two Koreas
established under a
2018 inter-Korean
agreement on reduc-
ing tensions, thus vio-
lating the accord,
South Korea’s mili-
tary said.

North Korea sepa-
rately flew warplanes,
presumably 10 air-
craft, near the rivals’
border late Thursday
and early Friday,
prompting South
Korea to scramble
fighter jets. There
were no reports of

clashes between the
two countries.

South Korean
President Yoon Suk
Yeol said North
Korea’s provocations
are becoming “indis-
criminative’” but that
his country has mas-
sive retaliation capa-
bilities that can deter
actual North Korean
assaults to some ex-
tent.

“The decision to at-
tack can’t be made
without a willingness
to risk a brutal out-
come,” Yoon told re-
porters. “The massive
punishment and re-
taliation strategy,

which is the final step
of our three-axis
strategy, would be a
considerable psycho-
logical and social de-
terrence (for the
North).”

Maj. Gen. Kang Ho
Pil of the South
Korean Joint Chiefs
of Staff later said in a
televised statement
that South Korea is-
sued “a stern warn-
ing to (North Korea)
to immediately halt”
its weapons tests. He
said South Korea has
the ability to deliver
an “overwhelming re-
sponse” to any North
Korean provocations.

South Korea’s
Foreign Ministry said
Friday it imposed
sanctions on 15 North
Korean individuals
and 16 organisations
suspected of involve-
ment in illicit activi-
ties to finance North
Korea’s nuclear
weapons and missile
programs. They were
Seoul’s first unilater-
al sanctions on North
Korea in five years,
but observers say
they are a symbolic
step because the two
Koreas have little fi-
nancial dealings be-
tween them.

NKorea fires missile and shells,
further inflaming tensions

London, Oct 14 (PTI):

The free trade agreement
(FTA) negotiations with
India are no longer working
towards a Diwali deadline,
UK Trade Secretary Kemi
Badenoch has confirmed.

During a visit to a Scotch
whisky distillery on
Thursday, the Cabinet minis-
ter in charge of the FTA ne-
gotiations at the Department
for International Trade (DIT)
said the deal being lined up
with India would bring great
wins for the industry as the
steep tariffs of up to 150 per
cent are set to be slashed.

However, while the negoti-
ations are progressing well,
signing a draft agreement by
October 24 is no longer the
goal.

“We are close. We’re still
working on a deal. One of the
things that has changed is
that we are no longer work-
ing to the Diwali deadline,”
Badenoch told the BBC.

“We’ve closed a lot of
chapters (the sections for
the negotiating text). The
negotiations are progress-
ing well. But we want to
focus on the quality of the
deal rather than the speed
of the deal. Given the
changes that have taken
place not just in govern-
ment but the mourning pe-
riod (for the Queen) and so
on, it makes sense for us to
focus on the deal rather
than the day,” she said.

This marks the first offi-

cial confirmation that both
sides are no longer consider-
ing Diwali as the closing date
for the majority of the deal,
with the DIT previously only
saying that the government
“won’t sacrifice quality for
speed”. The Diwali timeline
had been announced by for-
mer Prime Minister Boris
Johnson during his India
visit in April and it was
widely expected that it would
prove a tight deadline given
the political upheaval that
followed in the UK. Home
Secretary Suella
Braverman’s recent com-
ments raising concerns over
the prospect of visa conces-
sions for India as part of an
FTA were also seen as throw-
ing the talks off-track.

“As we line up deals with
huge markets around the
globe, including India and
CPTPP (Comprehensive
and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership), I can’t
wait to celebrate the even

greater wins which lie
ahead,” said Badenoch, dur-
ing her visit to the
Glenkinchie Distillery in
Scotland. She pointed out
that the UK has unlocked ex-
port markets worth over
GBP 100 million by smashing
trade barriers that deterred
alcohol sales to multiple
countries across South
America and Africa. Her de-
partment said the FTA being
negotiated could lower tar-
iffs and simplify other issues
like customs to help Scottish
distilleries sell more to India.
The UK exported GBP 146
million worth of whisky to
India last year from distiller-
ies such as Glenkinchie but
faced steep tariffs of up to
150 per cent. With India fore-
cast to become the world’s
third-largest economy with a

middle class of a quarter of
a billion by 2050, any greater
access to the market could be
hugely significant for UK
businesses, DIT noted.

“Securing a deal with
India to reduce the 150 per
cent tariff on Scotch Whisky
is the industry’s top interna-
tional trade priority,” said
Mark Kent, CEO of Scotch
Whisky Association.

“We want to see a deal
agreed, but not any deal. To
deliver for the industry, any
agreement must open up the
market to more Scotch
whisky producers, which
will in turn generate hun-
dreds of new jobs across the
UK, hundreds of millions of
pounds of additional ex-
ports, and boost investment
and revenue in India,” he
said.

No longer working to Diwali deadline for
India trade pact, says UK trade minister

Canberra, Oct 14 (AP):

Homes were flooded in
Melbourne and other
cities in Australia’s south-
east on Friday with rivers
forecast to remain danger-
ously high for days.

About 70 residents were
told to leave the suburb of
Maribyrnong in
Melbourne’s northwest,
along with hundreds in
the Victoria state cities of
Benalla and Wedderburn,
authorities said.

Melbourne is
Australia’s second-most
populous city with 5 mil-
lion people.

About 500 homes in
Victoria were flooded and
another 500 had been iso-
lated by floodwater,
Victoria Premier Daniel
Andrews said. Those num-
bers would increase, he
said.

Most of the state was ex-
periencing a “very, very,
significant rainfall event
and it comes, of course,
with the ground complete-
ly sodden,” Andrews said.

“The real challenge now

is we’ve got another rain
event next week and the
Bureau (of Meteorology)
forecasting more rain
throughout the next six-to-
eight week period and it
won’t take a lot of addi-
tional water for there to be
further flood events,”
Andrews added. “So this
has only just started and
it’s going to be with us for
a while.”

Andrews said 4,700
homes were without
power, more than the 3,500
that Victoria State
Emergency Service had
reported earlier on Friday.

The Bureau of
Meteorology said major-
to-record flooding was oc-
curring or was forecast to
occur on many rivers in
Victoria and the island
state of Tasmania to the

south.
North of Victoria, mod-

erate-to-major flooding
was occurring along sever-
al rivers in inland New
South Wales state, the bu-
reau said.

A 63-year-old man was
reported missing in flood-
water in New South Wales
on Tuesday and a person
was reported missing in
central Victoria on Friday,
officials said. No details of
the person missing from
the Victorian town of
Newbridge have been re-
leased.

Police on Tuesday found
the body of a 46-year-old
man in his submerged car
in floodwater near the
New South Wales city of
Bathurst, west of Sydney,
a day after he died.

The State Emergency
Service said it had carried
out 108 flood rescues in
Victoria in the past 48
hours.

State Emergency
Service commander Josh
Gamble said complacency
was the main reason for
people getting into trouble.

Homes inundated by swollen
rivers in Australian floods

A woman is rescued from floodwater in Melbourne,
Australia’s suburb of Maribyrnong, Friday, Oct. 14. Rivers
across Australia’s most populous states, New South Wales
and Victoria, and the island state of Tasmania were rising
dangerously with catchments soaked by months of above-
average

A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea’s military
exercise during a news program at the Seoul Railway
Station in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Oct. 14.

Kajal Chatterjee

S ourav Ganguly. Surely the most conspired cricketer in the history
of the game. Just a single failure in his debut ODI innings in 1991-

92 ---  expulsion from the national squad for 4 years. Immediately after re-
turning from Zimbabwe by winning the Test series (2-0) and cracking a
century at Bulawayo in 2005, he was sacked from captaincy. When he was
reigning as the highest run scorer of the Indian Test team (between
December 2006 to mid 2008) and playing in the best form of his life; he
was forced to call it the day even after averaging 54 in his last Test series
against Australia due to his "sin" of getting "aged". However, Tendulkar-
Dravid-Laxman of the same age-group were not only retained, they were
even assured that they can retire on their own terms. After 13 years of
that ugly episode, the anti-Wriddhiman Saha lobby was also seen to cite
the very same "age" factor to exterminate the world's best wicket keeper
though they were absolutely silent about others of the same age-group!
And who was the BCCI President during the "Throw Out 'Old' Saha" con-
spiracy. None other than Sourav Ganguly --- what an irony.  Since Ganguly
had to pass through the fire of discrimination throughout his cricketing ca-
reer, it was expected that he would feel the pain of the marginalised ones
and render justice to the players as BCCI boss. But far from preventing the
marginalisation of Saha, actually it was none other than Ganguly who had
initiated that "Throw Out Saha" game.  Following an extraordinary per-
formance in 2019 Pune Test against South Africa when all were showering
praise upon Saha; Ganguly as President-elect ridiculously stated that
Saha would have to score runs as well in the front of  the wicket if he de-
sires to have a long innings for India and also challenged him to score a
century in the forthcoming Ranchi Test as if to "prove his worth". Now, is
there even a single specialist batsman in the world who can come up with
a  century in every Test he plays. If a wicketkeeper comes out to bat be-
tween 7th and 9th position and averages more than 30, it is nothing but
highly commendable. Yet how could he challenge Saha to score a century
in the very next Test. Simultaneously, despite functioning as the BCCI
President, Sourav also used to publicly bat for Rishabh Pant resembling
the latter's "campaign manager" when that highest post demanded ab-
solute neutrality from him. Sourav's casual comments indirectly granted a
licence to the selectors/team management to exclude Saha if he doesn't
come up with a century or at least half century in every Test. And the team
management had exploited that very opportunity and pampered Pant to
the full. Yes, Sourav Ganguly's loose comment on highly successful
Wriddhiman Saha played a major role behind his regular exclusion from
the first eleven after the former donned the top post. And thereafter came
a rare opportunity for Saha to don the gloves during the home series
against New Zealand in November 2021 following the rest awarded to
Pant. And it required an unbeaten innings of 61 by Saha to somehow save
the Kanpur Test for India, that too when he was in acute pain due to stiff
neck. Yet, what a cold-blooded negligence and belittlement of Saha by a
representative of the team management that too when that Kanpur Test
was still alive. Yes, the then batting coach Vikram Rathour scandalously
delivered the ultimatum that when Pant would be available, Saha would
have to yield place to him as the latter is playing in the era of "extremely
special player".  Saha had 3 Test centuries under his belt and many half
centuries. And most of the crucial Saha innings being either Test winning
or saving. That Pant is a better batsman than Saha is nothing but a
shrewdly generated myth.  And just notice the crassness through which
the team management had transmitted such a negative message to Saha
by publicly declaring that he should not expect a berth in the first eleven
till Pant remains in the scene. Though official stance always remain
"Everybody eligible for selection depending upon performance"; but in re-
spect of Saha, even that facade got relegated to oblivion. What a "re-
ward" given to Saha for his "sin" of lifting India's fortunes despite endur-
ing the pain of a stiff neck! No wonder why Saha has been robbed of his
place in the team as "second wicket keeper" also.  Despite the fig leaf of "
No BCCI President has got two successive terms "; the fact remains that
Ganguly has been sacked from the BCCI in an extremely unhonorable
fashion, that too with a foul odour of political vendetta. Certainly, the
cricketing legend, whose contribution both as a player and a captain, did-
n't deserve this. But the best wicketkeeper of current world Wriddhiman
Saha also doesn't deserve to ply his trade in domestic arena only, that too
for minnows Tripura when he should have been playing in the first eleven
for the Indian national team in all formats of the game with head held
high.  Yes,  cricket lovers will fondly remember and recollect the skills and
contribution of the illustrious player-cum-captain for long time to come;
but they will simultaneously never forget and forgive the role of Sourav
Ganguly as the BCCI President revolving the annihilation of the interna-
tional cricketing career of Great Wriddhiman Saha. 
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Horrible black 
magic killing?

In the midst of the twenty-
first century, I have been left
speechless to read the report of
the Kerala 'human sacrifice'
case: 61 packets of body parts
found. One would have usually
expected such a dreadful inci-
dent to have taken place in areas
that are economically backward
and whose citizens lack educa-
tion. But how is it possible even
in a 100% literate State and po-
litically and socially conscious
state where there are few who
believe in black magic? As per
media report Mohammed Shafi
(a psychopath and sexual per-
vert is named in 10 cases and
the crimes include theft and at-
tempted murder over the past
decade), the 52-year-old main
accused in the brutal murder of
two women in Kerala’s
Elanthoor in an alleged occult
ritual for prosperity, with his two
associates (Bhagaval Singh and
his wife Laila) to win their confi-
dence and committed the crime.
People wonder that is not in this
case judiciary should hang their
heads in shame, due to their
slackness in this case given such
a hardcore criminal was roam-
ing free in our society and live
among us to perpetrate more
crimes? If there is a loophole in
laws in the country, then new
laws should be enacted to curb
such bizarre practices. The gov-
ernment has to send out a clear
message if this is to be curbed.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Hoping against hope
It seems unbelievable that

faced with the challenges of
slowing growth rate and high in-
flation, Nirmala has pronounced
that the Budget would be 'very
carefully structured' to help the
economy sustain growth mo-
mentum and rein in prices, even
as she has identified high energy
prices among the biggest prob-
lems facing the economy. All this
comes amid the fact that almost
all institutional bodies (including
the IMF and RBI), apart from var-
ious subject experts, have cut
their projections for India’s GDP
growth in the current FY 2022-23
based on RBI’s tighter monetary
policy hugely denting demand
and the economy facing head-
winds from a global slowdown.
Achieving the desired level of
economic growth vis-a-vis rein-
ing in inflation remain inversely
related and it may be a
Herculean task to strike any wor-
thy balance between the two.

KKuummaarr  GGuupptt,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Binny as BCCI chief
It is a pleasure to learn that

cricketer Roger Binny is set to
take over as president of BCCI. A
member of the Indian cricket
team that won the 1983 World
Cup, Binny played an important
role by taking 18 wickets in the
tournament. Hopefully, he will
be responsive to the require-
ments and demands of the up-
coming cricketers representing
various teams in different for-
mats of the game.

KKrriisshhaann  KKaanntt  SSoooodd,,  NNaannggaall

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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A girl collects drinking water from a hand pump at a waterlogged area after rains, in Morigaon district, Friday.

AFTERMATH OF RAINS

A cloud of uncertainty hangs over the proposed India-UK free trade
agreement (FTA) which is in its final stages as the UK seems to insist

on restrictive policies on migration. Data localisation and UK companies
being  allowed  to  bid  for  Indian government contracts are among the is-
sues causing a possible deadlock in the final stages of  the FTA negotia-
tions. A deadline was set to complete the draft by Diwali, an important
Indian festival, falling this year on October 24. But, two key "sticking
points" to a comprehensive deal are data localisation rules that prevent
foreign companies taking data out of India and allowing the UK firms to
bid for public sector contracts. The likelihood of a so-called "thin" trade
deal within the symbolic Diwali deadline and a bigger deal at a later stage
appears like a more likely outcome at the moment. The stumbling block
has been created by the Department for International Trade (DIT), which
has reiterated the British government stance that any FTA would be
agreed only if it meets the UK's interests. An indication to this   effect
came   from   UK   Trade   Secretary Kemi Badenoch. "We remain clear that
we won't sacrifice quality for speed and will only sign when we have a
deal that meets the UK's interests,” a UK government spokesperson said
this week, without mincing words. It follows a week of controversial inter-
ventions that cast a shadow over the prospect of a wide-ranging bilateral
trade agreement, with Indian-origin  UK  Home  Secretary  Suella
Braverman expressing reservations over New Delhi being offered some
sort of open borders visa concessions. She said in clear terms that India-
UK FTA can’t happen if  it means more Indians in Britain. India, on its part,
has strongly countered the Braverman's claims that a Migration and
Mobility Partnership (MMP) between the two countries had not "worked
very well" in tackling  visa  over  stayers.  Strategic  experts suggested
that the wrangles may well end up in a diluted trade pact. They say
whether in a thin deal or a thick one, if the UK insists on restrictive policies
on migration, India should walk away. In view of  this uncertainty,  the
prospect  of   Prime  Minister Narendra Modi's UK visit towards the end of
the month to sign an FTA draft around Diwali is also seen as shaky at this
stage. It now appears likely that the prospective UK-India FTA under the
Liz Truss government will not be as substantive nor as comprehensive as
envisaged by the previous Boris Johnson government, as negotiations on
key issues of mobility/migration and tariffs can be expected to continue
towards a non-time bound second-phase of the  agreement.  But,  it  will
still  enable  both governments to claim political victory, even though its
economic impact may not be as per expectations.The Diwali timeline for
an FTA was announced enthusiastically by former prime minister Johnson
during his visit to India in April. The governing Conservative Party in the
UK has since been thrown into  turmoil  and  his  embattled  successor  at
Downing Street, Liz Truss, is believed to be very keen to score her big win
by clinching a trade deal with one of the world's fastest growing
economies a process she had initiated as former trade secretary.The focus
of  the FTA negotiations is on reducing the barriers to trade, cutting tariffs,
and supporting easier  imports  and  exports  into  each  other's markets.
According to official UK government data, India-UK bilateral trade cur-
rently stands at around GBP 24.3 billion a year and the aim is for that to be
atleast doubled by 2030.

Uncertainty over 
India-UK FTA

This is not Cricket 
C limate finance is a keystone

of global assistance to deal
with climate change-related risks.
It is based on the narrative that cli-
mate change is deadly and expen-
sive and that those least responsi-
ble for causing it are being hardest
hit. Accelerating climate finance to
deal with climate change-related
risk remains a key challenge in
many developing countries, in-
cluding India. The UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) involves a group of rich
and developed countries to sup-
port financial assistance to devel-
oping nations to deal with climate
change. The Fifth Assessment
Report (AR5) of IPCC (2014) con-
firmed India's high vulnerability
and exposure to climate change. It
has also advocated that climate
change will slow India's economic
growth, impact health and devel-
opment, make poverty reduction
more difficult and diminish food
security. 

In Intended Nationally
Determined Contribution (INDC),
India has set a figure of USD 2.5 tril-
lion (at 2014-15 prices) as its price
for attaining its mitigation and
adaptation targets by 2030. Apart
from making budgetary alloca-
tions, the government sustains cli-
mate action through cuts in subsi-
dies, increases in taxes on petrole-
um and diesel, market mechanisms

such as Perform Achieve and Trade
(PAT) and Renewable Energy
Certificates (RECs) and regulatory
regimes such as Renewable
Purchase Obligations (RPOs).
However, with high inflation and
slowing growth, the country faces
various major challenges like
poverty, health, education, sanitiza-
tion, corruption and gender differ-
ences which hinder the climate
change goal. Since climate change
actions have started, the finance
approach has been discussed with
due consideration.

The 1992 Rio earth summit can
be called the pioneer in the climate
finance regime as it started the in-
stitutional mechanism through the
Global environmental facility. The
World Economic Forum (2020) esti-
mated that about $5.7 trillion will
require annually in green infra-
structure by 2020 to combat cli-
mate change. The existing com-
mitment of $100 billion annually is
only a small piece of the $5.7 tril-
lion mystery. For that reason, fi-
nancial support is needed to meet
the investment needs in 2020 and
beyond for mitigation and adapta-
tion. It is also imperative to support
developing countries to build flexi-
bility to worsen climate impacts
and to catalysing private sector cli-
mate investment. 

Climate Finance is needed to
change the world's economy to a
low-carbon path, as direct govern-
ment financial support is inade-
quate in these countries. Following
global funding bodies were estab-
lished to limit greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions in developing
countries which aimed to help vul-
nerable societies adapt to the in-
evitable impacts of climate change.
To combat the impacts of climate
change and to achieve the low-car-
bon transition the country requires
USD 3.8 trillion annually between
2016 and 2050, for mitigation in-

vestments alone (IPCC 2018).
Further, the estimations of adapta-
tion costs are up to USD 180 billion
annually between 2020 and 2030.

India has promised to spend
USD 100 billion on clean energy
over five years. The Smart Cities
and Smart Mobility plan together
with policies like Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of Hybrid and
Electric Vehicles (FAME-II) would
ensure that India embarks on sus-
tainable transport growth. India
pledged to reduce its emissions in-
tensity by 33-35% over 2005 levels
at Paris COP21. To achieve these
targets, it requires producing a
minimum of 40% of its energy
from renewable and sequestering
additional 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of
CO2 eq through afforestation by
2030. The Climate Action Tracker
hailed the compatible actions and
efforts of India to combat emis-
sions to limit global warming to 2
degrees celsius. 

Although India is loyal to its com-
mitments till 2030, it requires long-
term goals for sustainable, equi-
table and carbon-free growth to fol-
low a 1.5-degree celsius path.
Through the flow of technology, pol-
icy, financial and social actions
these pledges can be achieved and
it would help to gain political sup-
port for better mitigation and set-
ting net-zero targets. The Finance
Minister of India urged the ad-
vanced economies to scale up their
commitments to climate finance
and transfer of technologies which
are important for achieving climate-
related commitments and goals. 

The largest source of climate fi-
nancing in India is public funding,
which is routed through budgetary
allocation and several funds and
schemes related to climate change
established by the Government of
India such as the National Clean
Energy Fund (NCEF) and National
Adaptation Fund (NAF). However,

public funding in India is inade-
quate and misused. Under Paris
Accord, India has committed to re-
ducing its carbon emission intensi-
ty emission per unit of GDP by 33-
35%. To achieve these targets and
build its renewable capacity India
requires huge climate finance. At
present, the country's Green Bond
market is in the initial stage which
indicates the need to explore more
options for climate financing. In
India, banks and non-banking fi-
nancial companies have a low de-
sire for long-term liability due to a
mismatch of asset liability. Along
with problems arising out of cli-
mate change, India also faces tradi-
tional problems like poverty, pollu-
tion, education and skill gaps etc.

The Government of India approx-
imately spends 2.6% of its GDP on
climate adaptation but still falls
short by USD 38 billion
(https://dea.gov.in/). India has al-
ways said that it follows the
"Vasudaiva kutumbakam" (the
world is one family) mantra and is
fully committed towards climate
change action. India's Intended
Nationally Determined
Contributions (INDCs) under UN-
FCCC to reduce the GHG emissions
intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 per
cent by 2030 from the 2005 level. 

To achieve about 40 per cent of
electric power installed capacity
coming from non-fossil fuel-based
energy resources by 2030. To
achieve this, it has been continu-
ously building on its climate fi-
nance mechanisms. The establish-
ment of the Climate change fi-
nance unit in 2011 in the Finance
Ministry gave shape to the climate
finance mechanism. The NITI
Aayog is primarily responsible for
the estimation of finance require-
ments in the country. Hence there
is a greater need for climate fi-
nance, Climate Change actions and
Finance mechanisms in India.

Need for climate finance mechanisms

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

G lobal Handwashing Day is
an annual global advocacy

day dedicated to advocating for
handwashing with soap as an easy,
effective, and affordable way to
prevent diseases and save lives.
Global Handwashing Day was
founded by the Global Handwashing
Partnership, and is an opportunity
to design, test, and replicate cre-
ative ways to encourage people to
wash their hands with soap at criti-
cal times. Global Handwashing Day
is celebrated every year on October
15th. The 2022 Global Handwashing
Day theme is “Unite for Universal
Hand Hygiene.”  The first Global
Handwashing Day was held in 2008,
when over 120 million children
around the world washed their
hands with soap in more than 70
countries. Since 2008, community
and national leaders have used
Global Handwashing Day to spread
the word about handwashing, build
sinks and tippy taps, and demon-
strate the simplicity and value of
clean hands.  Since then, Global
Handwashing Day has continued to
grow.  Global Handwashing Day is

endorsed by govern-
ments, schools, interna-
tional institutions, civil
society organizations,
NGOs, private compa-
nies, individuals, and
more.

India has one third of
the world’s poorest pop-
ulation and the Global
Goals have a significant
role to play especially at
a time when 1.3 billion
people are forced to live
in poverty across the world. There is
a need to increase awareness and
understanding about the impor-
tance of hand washing with soap as
an easy, effective, and affordable
way to prevent diseases and save
our lives. The habit of proper hand
washing is directly linked to one’s
health especially among school
going children. During the COVID-
19 pandemic it became obvious to
the world that proper hand hygiene
can help save lives for people every-
where. Unfortunately, there are still
millions of people in many parts of
the world that do not even have ac-
cess to proper hand hygiene facili-
ties. For hand washing to be more

effective it must be accomplished
consistently at key times, such as
after using the toilet or before con-
tact with food. Habit formation is
currently a hot topic in behaviour
change and the water, sanitation,
and hygiene sector. Hand-washing
is the No. 1 prevention against
spread of infection, inside and out-
side the hospital setting. It is impor-
tant in the home, in schools and in
every workplace. It is the corner-
stone of infection-control practice
and education for everyone who
works in health care. Every year
worldwide, 8.8 million children
younger than age 5 die of preventa-
ble illnesses. There are many chil-

dren in the world who do
not have access to safe
water, or the habit or
means to wash their
hands properly. It is also
observed that when stu-
dents have access to
clean water, soap, and
toilet facilities, they are
less likely to drop out or
miss classes due to ill-
ness. We know that hand
washing with soap is the
most effective and inex-

pensive way to prevent diarrheal
diseases – reducing incidence by up
to 47% – and combined with im-
proved sanitation, this is boosted to
68%. Many diseases are transmit-
ted when we don’t wash our hands.
Bacterial, viral and fungal infections
can be prevented if the hands are
washed properly every day. Worm
infestation, anaemia, malnutrition
and diarrhoea are the common
health hazards caused by unhygien-
ic hands. If there is no hygiene,
there is no health.  The introduction
of water, sanitation and hygiene in-
terventions in schools, including
hand washing with soap, is an entry
point for children to understand and

then take these good hygiene prac-
tices back into their homes and
communities. According to a World
Health Organization (WHO) report
of 2013, India loses more than 900
children everyday due to incidences
of diarrhoea, most of them caused
by extremely poor quality of water
and sanitation services. Inadequate
sanitation or lack of it, is also re-
sponsible for high incidences of
malnutrition and stunting in the
country.  Hand washing is a small
action that can have big benefits.
Let us progress towards the goal of
maintaining a global profile on the
importance of hand hygiene in
health care and to ‘bring people to-
gether’ in support of hand hygiene
improvement globally. It is a need of
the hour to spread the word about
hand washing, build sinks and tippy
taps, and demonstrate the simplici-
ty and value of clean hands.  We
need to emphasize the importance
of hand washing as a way to pre-
vent disease, the necessity of using
soap instead of only water, how
everyone’s health can benefit from
washing their hands, and the key
times for hand washing, including
before and after eating. 

Washing hands can save lives

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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OCTOBER 15: GLOBAL HANDWASHING DAY
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BRIEF

Expansion

Bhubaneswar:

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik has
urged Tata Sons to ex-
pand its footprint in
the state. Patnaik made
this suggestion when
Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran met
the former at his resi-
dence here on
Thursday. Both dis-
cussed various proj-
ects of Tata Sons in
Odisha including Tata
Steel, a release issued
by the Chief Minister’s
Office said, adding that
it was revealed in the
meeting that Tata
Consultancy Services
will enhance its capaci-
ty in Bhubaneswar
Centre to 15,000.

Additional fund
New Delhi: The
National Highways
Infra Trust (NHAI
InvIT) is looking to
raise an additional Rs
3,800 crore funds,
Road Transport and
Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari said.
Addressing an event
organised by NHAI
InvIT, Gadkari said of
the additional
fundraise, around Rs
1,500 crores are being
garnered through an
issue of non-convert-
ible debentures
(NCDs) with a long-
dated maturity of 25
years. These InvIT
bonds will be listed on
the BSE and the NSE,
providing an opportu-
nity for investors to
trade and invest, he
added. .

Future economy

Jammu: Union minis-
ter Jitendra Singh on
Thursday said Jammu
and Kashmir and
other Himalayan states
are going to make a sig-
nificant value addition
to build India’s future
economy in the next 25
years. The minister of
state in the Prime
Minister’s Office
(PMO) inaugurated the
three-day Indian
Ecology International
Conference on ‘sus-
tainable agricultural
innovations for re-
silient agri-food sys-
tems’, being hosted by
Sher-e-Kashmir
University of
Agricultural 
Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST)-
Jammu, here.

Logistics 
performance

New Delhi:Andhra
Pradesh, Assam and
Gujarat are among the
15 states and UTs cate-
gorised as achievers in
the logistics index
chart 2022, according to
a report released by the
commerce and
Industry Ministry. The
index is an indicator of
the efficiency of logisti-
cal services necessary
for promoting exports
and economic growth.
Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Puducherry, Sikkim
and Tripura are the
other states cate-
gorised as fast movers
in the ranking.

LAKME FASHION WEEK

Models walk the ramp showcasing the creations by designer Esha Amiin during Lakme Fashion Week, in
Mumbai, Friday, Oct. 14.

Washington, Oct 14: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
exuded confidence that
India will come out of the
current global turmoil and
move on the path of sus-
tained recovery on the
back of rapid digitisation
and steps taken by the gov-
ernment. She said India
has been able to set up a
global benchmark in digi-
tisation in areas of pay-
ment, healthcare, educa-
tion and regulatory com-
pliances, and this is a con-
fidence booster for the
economy.

The economy and busi-
nesses are doing well be-
cause of steps taken by the
government in last two
years, Sitharaman told
students of the Johns
Hopkins School of
Advanced International
Studies during an interac-

tive session on India’s
unique Digital Public
Goods on Thursday. “I
would think that the econ-
omy’s revival is on a sus-
tained path,” she said,
adding that the govern-
ment has taken on board
the impact of the global
turmoil on demand, ex-
ports, and the rupee vis-a-
vis the US dollar. “There is
a sense of confidence in
India that we will go
through this and we will
be able to still perform. It’s
because of the way in

which technology has
been used for the public
good,” she said.

She further said the
credit availability is no
longer an issue as even
small businesses are get-
ting loans sitting at home.
These are actually great
lubricants when the econ-
omy is looking to find
ways in which it can come
out of the lockdown or the
difficulties of a largely ex-
traneous problem, she
said.

Addressing students
and scholars, Sitharaman
said India’s public goods
are available for countries
which need them. “For ex-
ample, because of CoWIN,
Indians travelling abroad
don’t need any paper to
show they’re vaccinated.
They can show it on
phone. Now, CoWIN app is
available for any country
which wants to use it.”

India will come out of 
current global turmoil, move on

path of sustained growth: FM

Mumbai, Oct 14: 

India is expected to be
among the fastest growing
major economies this fis-
cal, geopolitical turbu-
lence notwithstanding,
RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das opined at
last month’s meeting of
the rate setting panel MPC
while going with the ma-
jority to raise the repo rate
by 50 basis points to tame
inflation. On September
30, the six-member
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), headed
by Das, had raised the
short-term lending rate for
the third consecutive time
by 50 basis points to take
the repo rate to 5.9 per
cent. In May, the repo rate
was hiked by 40 basis
points. Except for Ashima

Goyal, who favoured a 35
basis points hike, the other
five members had voted
for 50 basis points increase
in the repo rate. As per the
minutes of the MPC meet-
ing released by the RBI on
Friday, Governor Das had
said that economic activi-
ty was steadily improving,
though there were mixed

signals. “While high fre-
quency indicators are
showing continued mo-
mentum in activity, global
factors are putting pres-
sure on external demand.
“The growth projection of
7.0 per cent for 2022-23,
therefore, carries risks
which are broadly bal-
anced.

Whatever be the unfold-
ing scenario, India is ex-
pected to be among the
fastest growing major
economies in the world,”
the minutes quoted him as
saying. RBI Deputy
Governor and MPC
Member Michael
Debabrata Patra had
stressed that monetary
policy has to perform the
role of nominal anchor for
the economy as it charts a
new growth trajectory.

India to be among fastest growing economies
despite global challenges: RBI Guv

New Delhi, Oct 14:

The National Stock
Exchange (NSE) on
Friday warned investors
not to fall prey to invest-
ment plans with guaran-
teed returns offered by
Suraj Mourya associated
with “Aimers Trader”.

The exchange pointed
out that these entities are
not registered either as a
member or authorised
person of any registered
member of the NSE.

The cautionary state-
ment comes after the NSE
noticed that Suraj
Mourya associated with
Aimers Trader was offer-
ing to handle trading ac-
counts of investors by
asking them to share

their user identification
(user ID) and password.
He was offering guaran-
teed returns on various
investment plans and also
providing unauthorised
portfolio management
services.

“Investors are cau-
tioned and advised not to
subscribe to any such
scheme/ product offered
by any entities/persons
offering indicative/as-
sured/guaranteed re-
turns in the stock market
as the same is prohibited
by law,” the exchange said
in a statement.

Further, investors have
been asked not to share
their trading credentials
such as user ID and pass-
word with anyone.

NSE cautions 
investors against assured

return products

Jaipur, Oct 14: 

Twenty per cent
ethanol-blended petrol is
likely to be available in the
country from December or
January, ahead of the
April 2023 target, Union
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said on Friday.
“We are constantly review-
ing the ethanol production

and I believe, 20 per cent
blended fuel would come
in the market in December
or January ahead of April
2023 (target),” he told re-
porters here. Citing the ex-
ample of Brazil where
flex-fuel vehicles are avail-
able and the consumer can
take ethanol or petrol as
per choice, he said that
this will be the ultimate
goal of the government.
However, to reach that
stage, certain technical as-
pects are there and work is
going on. “We are going to
hold a major meeting with
automobile manufactur-
ers on ethanol blending,”
he said. India has ad-
vanced the target date for
achieving 20 per cent
ethanol-blending in petrol
by five years to 2025.

20 pc ethanol-blended
petrol may be available
from Dec or Jan: Puri

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  OOcctt  1144::  Singapore
Airlines (SIA) on Friday
announced the introduction of
its A350-900 medium haul
wide-body aircraft services
from Hyderabad to Singapore.
The SIA will operate daily
flights between Hyderabad and
Singapore, with the A350 serv-
ices operating every Thursday,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
The inaugural service SQ 523
will depart from Hyderabad
international airport at 2310
hours on October 30. The air-
line will continue to operate its
B737-8 narrow-body services
through the remainder of the
week, a Singapore Airlines
release said. “We are delighted
to enhance our services to
Hyderabad with our wide-body
A350 aircraft. This is a signifi-
cant milestone for us as it rein-
forces our commitment to the
market, more so after SilkAir’s
integration with Singapore

Airlines a year ago,” said Sy
Yen Chen, General Manager
India for Singapore Airlines. “In
line with the company’s com-
mitment to product and service
excellence, the Airbus A350
medium haul aircraft, com-
bined with our award-winning

inflight service, will provide
enhanced comfort to travellers
from Hyderabad. Furthermore,
the introduction of a wide-body
aircraft on this sector also
opens up a wider range of
opportunities and capabilities
for SIA Cargo,” he said.

Singapore Airlines to launch 
Airbus A350-900 services to Hyderabad

Mumbai, Oct 14:  

As part of the Amazon
Great Indian Festival,
Amazon Pay announced
‘Win a Super Offer’that en-
ables customers to claim a
shopping offer of their
choice.To ‘Win a Super
Offer’, customers can fol-
low three simple steps –
click on any ‘Super Offer’
banner on Amazon.in and
select your favourite shop-
ping product or category,
then pay a bill, recharge
your phone, add money to
Amazon Pay balance, or
send money to anyone and
once the transaction is
complete, theSuper offer
can be collected as a
Reward and used for the
purchase of any product
within the same category.

Customers can win
Super offers and redeem

them for additional cash-
backs while purchasing
their favorite products dur-
ing GIF 22’. Commenting
on Super offers, Girish
Krishnan - Director,
Rewards and Merchant
Services, Amazon Paysaid,
“At Amazon Pay, we are
humbled to serve our cus-
tomers and enable them to
enjoy an unmatched shop-
ping experience during the
Amazon Great Indian
Festival 2022. Customers
are constantly seeking dif-
ferentiated, meaningful
digital payment experi-
ences that add value to
their lives. Our new ‘Win a
Super Offer’ proposition
makes the festive season
even more rewarding for
our customers as they can
win offers for products of
their choice and redeem
them for cashbacks.

Amazon Pay announces
‘Win a Super Offer’

Mumbai, Oct 14:  

Equity benchmarks
Sensex and Nifty ended
over 1 per cent higher on
Friday, helped by heavy
buying in Infosys and
banking stocks amid a
rally in global stock mar-

kets. The 30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 684.64
points or 1.20 per cent to
settle at 57,919.97. During
the day, it rallied 1,199.79
points or 2.09 per cent to
58,435.12. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty
climbed 171.35 points or

1.01 per cent to end at
17,185.70. From the
Sensex components,
Infosys jumped nearly 4
per cent, followed by
HDFC Bank, HDFC, HCL
Technologies, Larsen &
Toubro, ICICI Bank,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Bajaj Finance and State
Bank of India. Among the
laggards were Mahindra
& Mahindra, Asian
Paints, Reliance
Industries, Wipro, Bharti
Airtel and Power Grid.
India’s second largest IT
services company Infosys
on Thursday posted a bet-
ter-than-expected 11 per
cent rise in consolidated
net profit at Rs 6,021 crore
for the September quarter
and announced buyback
of shares worth Rs 9,300
crore.

Markets rebound sharply 
amid firm global trends

Mumbai, Oct 14: 

The rupee depreciated 8
paise to close at 82.32 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Friday, as a firm
American currency and
risk-averse sentiment
among investors weighed
on the local unit. At the in-
terbank foreign exchange
market, the local currency
opened at 82.26 and finally
settled at 82.32 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a decline of 8 paise
over its previous close.
During the day, the local
unit witnessed a high of
82.12 and a low of 82.43
against the greenback. On
Thursday, the local curren-
cy had settled at 82.24
against the US dollar.
“Rupee weakened a bit
against the dollar in the
wake of a hotter-than-ex-

pected inflation number
that was released on
Thursday,” said Gaurang
Somaiya, Forex & Bullion
Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services. The
US CPI was reported at 8.2
per cent against expecta-
tions of 8.3 per cent,
whereas Core CPI was
higher at 6.6 per cent.

Rupee falls 8 paise to close
at 82.32 against US dollar

New Delhi, Oct 14: 

The wholesale price-
based inflation declined to
a 18-month low of 10.7 per
cent in September, as
prices of food, fuel and
manufactured items soft-
ened.

Although the wholesale
price index (WPI) based
inflation declined for the
fourth consecutive
month, it continued to re-
main in double digit for
the 18th month since
April 2021. “Inflation in
September, 2022 is prima-
rily contributed by rise in
prices of mineral oils,
food articles, crude petro-
leum & natural gas, chem-
icals & chemical products,
basic metals, electricity,
textiles etc. as compared
to the corresponding
month of the previous

year,” an official state-
ment said. The wholesale
inflation was 12.41 per
cent in August and 11.80
per cent in September last
year.

This year, WPI touched
a record high of 15.88 per
cent in May. Economists
say the gradual month-on-
month decline in WPI is
mainly due to moderation
in commodity prices and
pegged inflation to come
down further with overall
recovery momentum and
weaker outlook on com-
modity prices.

Inflation in food articles
in September eased to
11.03 per cent, against
12.37 per cent in August.
However, inflation in veg-
etables rose to 39.66 per
cent during the month
under review, as against
22.29 per cent in August.

Acuit Ratings & Research,
Chief Analytical Officer,
Suman Chowdhury said
the share of food on a con-
solidated basis in WPI
stands much lower at 24.3
per cent, as compared to
45.9 per cent weightage in
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) construct.
“Therefore, the impact of
higher food prices contin-
ues to be modest in the
WPI trajectory with infla-
tion in food articles at 0.28
per cent only on a sequen-
tial basis,” Chowdhury
said.

In the fuel and power
basket, inflation came in
lower at 32.61 per cent in
September, against 33.67
per cent in August. In
manufactured products
and oil seeds it was 6.34
per cent and (-) 16.55 per
cent, respectively.

WPI inflation eases to 
18-month low of 10.7 pc in Sep

General Manager India for Singapore Airlines SY Yen
Chen speaks during an event organised to announce
the beginning of A350-900 medium-haul wide-body
plane facilities from Hyderabad to Singapore, in
Hyderabad, Friday, Oct. 14.

‘Housing demand to
remain strong on 

demographic dividend,
other positive factors’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  1144:: Housing
demand in India will remain
strong in the coming years as
demographic dividend and rela-
tively buyers’ less reliance on
home loans will sustain the
momentum despite higher
interest rates, HDFC Capital MD
Vipul Roongta said on Friday.
He also noted that one out of
three homes is being purchased
without home loans. Roongta
said India’s housing market is
witnessing strong demand
despite the hardening of the
interest rates on home loans in
the last six months. 

ACROSS

1. Hardens

5. Actor ____ Dillon

9. Emergency tire

14. Family chart

15. Mental image

16. Soothed

17. Prince Charles’s sister

18. Type of tea

20. Make an offer

21. Helpful hints

22. Not wavering

23. Oozes

25. Molars

27. Tear

28. Least shallow

33. ____ tax

35. Assistant

37. Balm

38. Scent

39. Insurance form

40. Intend

41. So-so

42. Draw the ____

43. Entice

44. Memory loss

46. Bullring cheer

47. Quizzes

50. Highway divisions

53. President Ronald ____

57. Imitated

59. Kickoff gadget

60. Satisfactory

62. Peel

63. Egg exterior

64. Simmer

65. Dry

66. Sheriff’s group

67. Folding beds

68. Bread grains

DOWN

1. Pierces

2. Bert’s friend

3. Cut of meat

4. Look at

5. Average skirt

6. Modify

7. To the point

8. ____ Mahal

9. Boil

10. Ashen

11. Tibet’s continent

12. Tear apart

13. Fidgety

19. Regard highly

21. Chef’s units (abbr.)

24. Fashion’s ____ Cardin

26. ____ Murphy of “Beverly Hills Cop”

29. ____ Anderson of “Baywatch”

30. ____ school

31. TV “opera”

32. Camper’s home

33. Divan

34. Eden dweller

35. Pseudonym

36. Actor ____ McKellen

39. Customer

43. Narrated

45. Paper fastener

48. Forbidden

49. Bowling woe

51. Mysterious

52. Future flowers

53. Scrape roughly

54. Repeat

55. Top pilots

56. Solidifies

58. Slithery swimmers

61. CBS rival

62. Average

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  15,  2022

Your intuitive abilities should be operating at

a very high level today, Aquarius. You might

inadvertently receive some positive psychic

messages about your future, and this could

prove very exciting. These insights could be a

source of inspiration that propels you to

accomplish wonders in some aspect of your

life. This could turn out to be a self-fulfilling

prophecy! Make the most of it.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A friend could tell you about an exciting new

person for whom you feel a very powerful phys-

ical attraction when you see their picture,

Pisces. Your first conversation could prove excit-

ing but stay calm and remain objective. If your

feelings are too obvious, he or she could well

lose interest before anything has time to devel-

op! Just be yourself, enjoy the discussion, and

have fun. That’s all you need do at this point.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Some exciting career developments could

have you flying high today, Aries. Perhaps

you’ve just reached a long-term goal or man-

aged to get a break that tells you that your

goals are now within reach. Whichever it is,

you’re likely to be on the receiving end of

some congratulations, perhaps from unex-

pected people. More income could also be in

the offing. Whatever it is, you’ve earned it!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Tonight, you might decide to attend a small
group activity of some kind, if possible, per-
haps one concerned with philosophical or
spiritual matters, Taurus. Everyone who
attends is apt to feel very strongly about the
subject, so discussions could prove lively and
exciting. Your mind could be spinning like a
top when you leave, so if you can, walk home
so you can clear your head. Write down your
thoughts. You will want to remember them.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your financial situation could be greatly
boosted by a development you hadn’t
expected, Gemini. Perhaps some invest-
ments suddenly skyrocket in value, or
maybe the homes in your neighborhood are
suddenly worth more than you thought.
Whichever it is, don’t try to cash in on it
right now. Chances are the value of your
investment will continue to increase. Hang
in there and watch it grow.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A legal matter that may have been pending

for a while could finally be completed today,

Cancer. It’s very likely to go in your favor.

Therefore, if you’ve been sitting on a con-

tract, agreement, or other document that

needs your signature, read it carefully before

you sign. You will probably get what you want

out of the transaction. By the way, this is also

a great day to get married!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Your physical energy is likely to be high

today, Leo, so you might not feel like stay-

ing indoors. Take care of your body first,

and get in a good workout. You may also

want to explore, perhaps by driving out of

town for the day or going to an amusement

park, if possible. You may not feel this

energetic very often, so it’s best to make

the most of it when you can.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

An exciting rush of physical passion could
hit you today when you’re introduced to an
interesting new person, Virgo. Take care not
to wear it on your face. You generally don’t
like to reveal that much of yourself! Besides,
you won’t want this person to think you’re
too obvious. Try to stay focused and remain
objective. Then consider whether it’s a good
idea to pursue this attraction.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Chores that need to be done around the

house could be at the top of your priority

list today, Libra. A female visitor, perhaps

your mother, could come by and making

your place look great will preoccupy you.

Don’t do any more work than you

absolutely have to. You won’t want to be

too tired when she arrives.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you may have some important phone
calls to make, Scorpio, and want to get
them out of the way before doing anything
else. You will definitely get your message
across because your communicative abili-
ties are very strong. Words combine with
feelings to create understanding between
you and just about anyone, whether you’re
talking on the phone or writing.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Good news about money could create some

excitement in your household today,

Sagittarius. One of your goals might be to

invest some of the funds in fixing up your liv-

ing situation. You might even consider mov-

ing or purchasing a new home. You may kick

around a lot of ideas about how to spend the

windfall, but don’t go too crazy. Hold on to

some of that money as a nest egg.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

An intriguing new neighbor, perhaps some-
one you’re attracted to, could move in near
you, Capricorn. This might prove very excit-
ing. You will probably strike up a conversa-
tion and enjoy talking with him or her.
Whether you choose to pursue this attrac-
tion depends on both of your current situa-
tions, but at the very least, you will make a
new friend.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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AA ctress Shruti Haasan,
who is busy with her

film 'Salaar', recently admit-
ted to having done a nose job.
The actress shared that she
had a broken nose and getting
to fix her nose is her right.
She said that after doing her
first film with the old nose,
she chose to do the surgery.
While talking to 'Hauterfly'
magazine, the actress said, "I
did get my nose fixed and it
was very obvious I got my
nose fixed. My nose was bro-
ken and quite different from
before and I did my first film
with my old nose. She also

revealed how people taunted
her by saying that she was
using deviated septum as an
excuse to fix her nose. She
further mentioned, "And peo-
ple are like she's just using
the deviated septum excuse.
No, I did have a deviated sep-
tum, it hurt. But if I could
make it prettier, it's my face,
why wouldn't I? It was that
simple." In addition, she also
spoke about getting fillers
and said that it is her body
and those who want to do
something to it or don't want
to do something, it is their
choice just like it was hers.

Shruti Haasan admits to
having done a nose job

CC ulinary diversity is one
of India's most impor-

tant treasures. Each region
has its distinctive culinary
characteristics and numerous
traditional dishes.
Celebrating World Food Day,
&TV artists list down their
favourite street foods in their
hometowns. 

These include Neha Joshi
(Yashoda), Aayudh
Bhanushali (Krishna), Anita
Pradhan (Malti Devi) from
Doosri Maa, Kamna Pathak
(Rajesh Singh), Charrul Malik
(Rusa) from Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, Aasif Sheikh (Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra), Vidisha
Srivastava (Anita Bhabi) and
Saanand Verma (Anokhe Lal
Saxena) from Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai. Talking about her
favourite foods in
Chandigarh, Charrul Malik,
as Rusa in &TV's Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, shares,
“Blending the best of both
Punjab’s and Haryana’s food,
Chandigarh has a thriving
culinary scene and is famous
across the country. Khalsa
Dhaba is one of the most pop-
ular dhabas in Chandigarh
and offers delicious stuffed

paranthas, Dal Makhani,
Paneer butter masala, chana
masala, and matka kulfi. It is
a heavenly treat for all food
lovers like me. Then there is
mashed saag and crisp roti in
a perfect blend. It is a must-
try. Each bite and the extra
butter on your plate define
Punjabi Pride and elevate the
dish to new heights
(laughs).” About
Maharashtrian cuisine, Neha
Joshi, as Yashoda in &TV's
Doosri Maa, shares,
“Maharashtra's food culture
is very diverse. Despite its
diversity, Maharashtra cui-
sine features a strong pres-
ence of spices, tamarind,
coconut, and kokum. Do not
forget to indulge in the vari-
ous delectable delights in the
state. Vada Pav, my favourite
Mumbai delicacy, is the most
enticing. 

The shallow-fried vadas
with extra green spicy chut-
ney inside are a divine combi-
nation with an unusual
flavour. Misal Pav is another
popular pav preparation that
I enjoy. Spicy, tangy lentil
curry with pav (bread) is deli-
cious. 

In Maharashtra, you will
find different types of Misal
Pav depending on where it's
from, such as Nashik Misal,
Mumbai Misal, and Puneri
Misal, and believe me, I have
tried them all. 

However, my all-time
favourite is homemade deli-
cacies like Varan - Bhat with
toop (Ghee) and lemon,
Puran Poli, ukhadhche modak
and chicken rassa, mutton
rassa with bhakri and fried
fish.”

WWaattcchh  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa  aatt  88::0000
ppmm,,  HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann  aatt
1100::0000  ppmm,,  aanndd  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr
PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt  1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy
oonn  &&TTVV!!

&TV artists talk

about their favourite

local cuisine

It was tough for Monalisa to get
into the role for ‘Ratri Ke Yatri 2’

'Bigg Boss 10' fame
Monalisa, who is currently
part of the web series
'Ratri Ke Yatri 2', said that
it was amazing to be part
of the project. The actress
adds that working with
director Anil V. Kumar
made it even more worth-
while.
"It's an honour to work
with a veteran like Anil V.
Kumar sir. I remember
when his team reached out
to me, I jumped at the
thought of working with
him again and I was very
confident in his story. For
me, when it's Anil V.
Kumar sir, it's only yes,"
she said.
She added: "Working with
Anil V. Kumar sir is always
great. I get to learn so
many things. My character
in 'Ratri Ke Yatri 2' is very
challenging and I love
doing challenging proj-
ects. I can only say when

you have mentors like Anil
Sir you only grow. And you
take back a lot of learn-
ings. It's just awesome to
work with Anil Sir. This is
my second project with
Anil sir."
"I was in 'Dhappa' and
here again I am in 'Ratri
Ke Yaatri 2', it's an anthol-
ogy series. There are 5 dif-
ferent stories that have
been written beautifully
by him. It's a great honour
to work with him and
accept such challenging
characters. Being an
actor, I want to do differ-
ent roles that prove I am a
versatile actor. It's won-
derful to get different
characters written by him
and getting directed by
him because he teaches
what he needs and por-
trays it. This character is a
girl in a red light area. I
wanted to do this charac-
ter so nicely that it looks

good and my fans like me
in this never seen before
character. And it's
because of him that I
could do justice to the
character." Monalisa is
known for doing Bhojpuri
films and she was also
seen in 'Nazar' and
'Namak Issk Ka', 'Nach
Baliye 8', 'Smart Jodi', and
many more.
The story is what sets this
series apart, said the
actress, adding: "I agree
the part was bold. The
story was true to its
nature. You will often won-
der if this is really what a
woman thinks. We some-
times tend to be so judge-
mental but life can be
black and white and for
these women it surely is.
They are doing their job
well but we disregard the
profession they chose. I
feel like we really need to
develop a lot of change in
society, you never know
the profession they have
chosen out of what situa-
tion. We cannot judge
someone without knowing
what she has been
through, they must have
made a choice going
through a lot of hardships
and I feel like we cannot
see someone with such
disregard." She added:
"My character is very
interesting and a bit grey.
Having played this role
myself, I really feel that
we should not discriminate
and differentiate between
them and us because
nobody does this work by
choice. I feel let them be
themselves; you never
know what goes on in their
lives. It was tough for me
to get into the character
but Anil sir made me
understand how to talk and
enact, behave, helped me
with everything. I was
nervous though and when
he said the act was per-
fect. I am really excited for
the audience's reactions."
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Sylhet, Oct 14 (PTI):

A ruthless Indian team
would look to reassert its
supremacy and aim to win
an unprecedented seventh
Asia Cup title when it
clashes with Sri Lanka in
the final here on Saturday.

The tournament
brought to fore India’s
depth as the younger crop
of players has shouldered
the burden of taking the
team to the final without
any tangible contribution
from skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur and
her deputy Smriti
Mandhana.

Such has been the im-
pact of the Indian team,

that skipper Harmanpreet
played only four games (81
runs) and in total faced a
only 72 balls in those
matches.

Even Mandhana, who
led in three games,
skipped one game and did-
n’t need to contribute
much.

The biggest takeaway
from a tournament like
this is that Indian team’s
junior members could
react to pressure situa-
tions in a perfect manner
when they were thrown at
the deep end of the pool.

The most heartening as-
pect was how three ‘sea-
soned’ youngsters — 18
year-old Shafali Verma

(161 runs and 3 wickets),
22-year-old Jemimah
Rodrigues (215 runs) and
25-year-old Deepti Sharma
(94 runs and 13 wickets)
put their hands up and
carried the team through
to the summit clash.

The only blip in an oth-
erwise flawless campaign
was a defeat against arch-
rivals Pakistan due to
some bizarre planning by
coach Ramesh Powar and
Harmanpreet.

India won’t get a chance
to settle scores with
Pakistan at least in this
edition as Sri Lanka
knocked them out in the
semifinals.

At least on paper, the
summit clash is a com-
plete mismatch as only
one Sri Lankan batter
(Oshadi Ranasinghe) has
managed to scale the 100-
plus strike-rate.

Only two batters —
Harshitha Madavi (201
runs) and Nilakshi de
Silva (124 runs) —- have
accumulated 100 plus runs
across matches.

Even their most well-
known woman cricketer
Chamari Athapaththu has
scored 96 runs at a below
par strike-rate of 85 plus.
In bowling, only left-arm
spinner Inoka Ranaweera
(12 wickets) has looked the
part.

To put it bluntly, the
quality of competition in
Asia Cup isn’t great and
India as a team in terms of
talent quotient as well as
experience is a few
lightyears ahead of the
other neighbouring na-
tions.

India start favourite
against Sri Lanka in pursuit

of 7th Asia cup title
Bhubaneswar, Oct 14 (PTI):

Title contenders Brazil
and the USA played out a
1-1 draw in a fast-paced
Group A match as both
teams qualified for the
quarterfinals of the FIFA
Women’s Under-17 World
Cup here on Friday.

Both the goals were
scored in the first half, in
the space of four minutes.
Nicollette Kiorpes gave
USA the lead in the 33rd
minute but Carol restored
parity in the 37th minute.

The drawn result meant
that both hosts India and
Morocco, who face each
other later in the day, were
out of reckoning for a
quarterfinal berth. Both
Brazil and the USA have
four points after their re-
spective wins against
Morocco and India. Who
tops Group A will be de-
cided on Monday when

India face Brazil and the
USA take on Morocco.
India lost 0-8 to the USA
while Brazil beat Morocco
1-0 on the opening day on
Tuesday. It was an evenly
contested match between

Brazil and the USA who
had more ball possession
as well as more shots on
opposition goal. Concacaf
champions USA had 57
per cent ball possession
and 19 shots, out of which

seven were on target.
Brazil, the South
American champions, had
15 shots in the match out
of which four were on tar-
get.

The South Americans
pressed hard for a win-
ning goal towards the clos-
ing stages of the match
but the USA defenders did
a great job in defending
their citadel.

In Margao, African
champions Nigeria
thrashed New Zealand 4-0
in a Group B match.
Amina Bello (16th),
Miracle Usani (34th),
Taiwo Afolabi (75th) and
Edidiong Etim (90+5)
scored for Nigeria.

This was New Zealand’s
second defeat in the tour-
nament as they had lost 1-
3 to Chile on Tuesday.
Nigeria had also lost to
Germany 1-2 in their
opening match.

FIFA Women’s Under-17 World Cup

Brazil and USA play out 1-1 draw

Brazil’s Kedima (5) and USA’s Gisele Thompson (20) vie
for the ball during their FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup
2022 football match, at Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar, Friday, Oct. 14.

BCCI puts Asia
Cup in Pakistan
on Indian team’s
roster for 2023

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  1144  ((PPTTII))::
The Indian cricket team
may tour Pakistan after a
gap of 15 years, the BCCI
has indicated ahead of its
all important Annual
General meeting (AGM) on
October 18 in Mumbai. The
BCCI has shared with all its
state unit representatives a
lowdown of the work done
during the past year along
with future plans and
schedule of the national
team’s tours, which
includes Asia Cup in
Pakistan next year.

According to the report,
the Indian team will be par-
ticipating in the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup
(South Africa), ICC
Women’s U-19 T20 World
Cup (South Africa), Asia
Cup (Pakistan) and ICC
Cricket World Cup, India.

With England, Australia,
West Indies and Sri Lanka
having already toured
Pakistan in the past few
years, it will be interesting
to see how things pan out
as BCCI will need central
government’s permission
to allow the team to travel
to Pakistan. “Obviously,
when the time comes, it
will be a government deci-
sion. But there is one
aspect. The government
allows India versus
Pakistan contests in global
and continental events. So
there is a chance of India
travelling but it will be too
early to completely commit
that a team will go to
Pakistan. But putting it on
report is a broad hint,” a
senior BCCI source told PTI
on conditions of anonymity.
Currently, the Asian Cricket
Council is headed by BCCI
secretary Jay Shah and his
decision will hold a lot of
weight going forward.

Christchurch, Oct 14

(AP):

Mohammad Nawaz
struck an unbeaten 38
from 22 balls to lift
Pakistan to a five-wicket
win over New Zealand
with three balls remain-
ing in the final of the New
Zealand Twenty20 Tri-
Series. After his 45 from 20
balls in Pakistan’s seven-
wicket win over
Bangladesh a day earlier,
Nawaz established him-
self as key member of the
Pakistan middle order
heading into the Twenty20
World Cup in Australia.

The final see-sawed
through both innings:
New Zealand was on tar-
get for a more substantial
score before faltering
against Pakistan’s late
bowling and finishing
with 163-7. Pakistan made
a solid start, then also wa-
vered at times before

Nawaz provided the final
impetus for the win. He
found a dependable part-
ner in Iftikhar Ahmed,
who made 25 from 14 balls
in an unbroken fifth-wick-
et partnership of 36.

“I just backed myself
yesterday and today on
the basis of what I’ve done
in the nets,” Nawaz said.
“I had belief in myself
and I was backing myself
to go in with a clear mind.
We are looking forward to
the World Cup now.”

Pakistan struggled at
times and went 26 balls be-
tween the fourth and
eighth overs without
being able to hit a bound-
ary in the face of tight
bowling from Tim
Southee, Trent Boult and
Blair Tickner. After 10
overs it was 64-1, 19 runs
behind New Zealand at
the same stage. Nawaz
began to boost the scoring
with two fours from
Tickner’s bowling in the
13th over. In the 15th over

Pakistan took 25 runs in-
cluding three sixes from
the bowling of Ish Sodhi
and that helped tip the
match. Pakistan needed 41
runs from the last five
overs with seven wickets
in hand. It had the upper
hand when Haider Ali hit
boundaries from the first
two balls of the 16th over.
New Zealand fought back,
claiming the wickets of
Haider who scored 31
from 15 balls and Asif Ali
(1) in quick succession.

Earlier, New Zealand
captain Kane Williamson
made a timely return to
form with an innings of 59
from 38 balls. Williamson
recently has been strug-
gling for form while bat-
tling a chronic elbow in-
jury. His previous best
score in the series had
been 31 in New Zealand’s
first match against
Pakistan and it had been
seven innings since he last
passed 50.

Pakistan beats New Zealand 
by 5 wickets in tri-series final

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):

Indian women’s hockey
team midfielder Neha
Goyal believes the upcom-
ing FIH Women’s Nation’s
Cup will provide them
valuable game time to
hone their skills.

Having finished a cred-
itable fourth at the Tokyo
Olympics and then return-
ing with a bronze from the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games,
India are looking to be-
come a potent force in
women’s hockey, and the
inaugural Nation’s Cup
could be the first step in
that direction.

“The FIH Hockey
Women’s Nations Cup 2022
will see us play some good
teams and it will provide
us with game time, for
which there is no substi-
tute. We have been doing
well against the big teams
consistently in recent

years and in Spain, we will
aim to do more of the
same,” Neha said in a
Hockey India release on
Friday.

The tournament will be
played from December 11-
17 in Valencia, Spain.

India have been drawn
in Pool B alongside
Canada, Japan and South
Africa in the tournament,
while Pool A consists of
Ireland, hosts Spain, Italy
and South Korea.

“We can’t take any team
lightly. Each team is very
dangerous in their own
way and we will have to
play our best hockey so
that the team can reach
the final rounds. Every
match is a new day and the
past results will not have
any consequence on the
present,” Neha said.

India will begin their
campaign against Canada
and then play Japan before
finishing their pool en-
gagements against South
Africa.

“These international
matches and the exposure
bring us face to face with
tough situations and we
learn to overcome it and
grow.

FIH Nation’s Cup will provide us
valuable game time:  Neha Goyal

Vaishnavi, Vishnu
hog limelight 

at Fenesta Open
New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):

Vaishnavi Adkar ousted
third seed Yubrani
Banerjee 6-4 6-0 in
women’s singles at the
quarter-final stage of the
Fenesta Open National
Tennis Championship
here on Friday.

In the men’s section,
Vishnu Vardhan turned
the heat on Siddharth
Vishwakarma. In a match
which went down to the
wire, the 35-year-old
Vishnu used a bagful of
tricks on his way to the
semifinals with a 7-6(7/4)
4-6 7-6(8/6) win in over
three hours.

In August, Vaishnavi
had shown her prowess
when she won the title on
clay at the National under-
18 championship in
Chennai.

Riding on her recent
good form, she grabbed
her chances on the hard
courts at the DLTA.

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):
The BCCI on Friday
named seasoned pacer
Mohammed Shami as in-
jured Jasprit Bumrah’s re-
placement in the Indian

team for the upcoming T20
World Cup in Australia.

“The All-India Senior
Selection Committee has
named Mohammed Shami
as Jasprit Bumrah’s re-
placement in India’s ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup
squad. Shami has reached
Australia and will link up
with the squad in
Brisbane ahead of the
warm-up matches,’ BCCI
secretary Jay Shah was
quoted in a press release.

That Shami would re-
place Bumrah in the main
squad was reported by PTI
last month.

Mohammed Siraj and
Shardul Thakur have been
named as backups and
will travel to Australia
shortly.

Shami picked as Bumrah’s replacement
in India squad for T20 World Cup

Canberra, Oct 14 (PTI):

Defending champions
Australia’s build-up to the

T20 World Cup suffered a
big blow after their star
opener David Warner on
Friday pulled out of the
third ODI against England
with a stiff neck.

Before they open their
campaign against New
Zealand on October 22,
Australia will face India in
a warm-up game next
Tuesday in Brisbane.

“I’m a bit stiff this
morning. I obviously had a
pretty heavy fall the other
day.

I’ve never had whiplash
before. It’s pulled up real
stiff,” Warner, who was
the player of the tourna-
ment in their triumphant
T20 World Cup campaign
in the UAE last year, told
Fox Cricket.

Australia fret over Warner
injury ahead of T20 WC opener

Congress will restore old pension scheme
if voted to power in Himachal: Priyanka

Shimla, Oct 14 (PTI): 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
on Friday promised to re-
store the old pension
scheme for government
employees in Himachal
Pradesh if the Congress
was voted to power in the
Assembly elections. The
AICC general secretary
made the announcement
while addressing the
'Parivartan Pratigya Rally'
at Thodo Maidan in Solan
district and added that the
old scheme was withdrawn
by the BJP government at
the Centre.

Gandhi said she guaran-
teed that the decision to re-
store the old pension
scheme and create one

lakh jobs would be
taken in the first
meeting of the new
Congress Cabinet.
Two lakh employees
in the state have
been sitting on a
'dharna' (sit-in) to
demand restoration
of the old pension
scheme for two
months but no gov-
ernment represen-
tative met them, she
said.

Gandhi also al-
leged that 63,000
posts were lying va-
cant in the state but
unemployed youths
had not been provided jobs.
She promised that five lakh
jobs would be provided to

unemployed youths in five
years and announced a
monthly allowance of Rs

1,500 to women to help
raise the standard of liv-
ing. "This is the time to

change, otherwise
you will not get any-
thing in the next
five years," she said.
"If you vote the
Congress to power,
Himachal Pradesh
will grow." Gandhi
also hit back at the
BJP for claiming
that Himachal
would buck the
trend of changing
governments every
five years and said
the ruling party
changed the trend
by not making any
development. The
Congress leader

also addressed the increas-
ing trend of drug addition
in the state and said a poli-

cy would be created and de-
addiction centres opened
in every district. Primary
health centres will also be
strengthened to provide
better health care facilities
to people.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the Congress' Himachal
unit president Pratibha
Singh, Leader of
Opposition in Himachal
Assembly Mukesh
Agnihotri, the party's
election campaign com-
mittee chairperson
Sukhvinder Sukhu, sen-
ior leader Rajeev Shukla
and Leader of Opposition
in Punjab Assembly
Pratap Singh Bajwa also
addressed the rally.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  15,  2022

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

AICC General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra interacts with employees
during their protest to demand old pension scheme, in Solan, Friday.
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel is also seen.

Court orders framing attempt
to murder, rioting charges

against AAP ex-leader, others
New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI): 

A court here has ordered to
frame rioting and murder
charges among others against
former AAP councillor Tahir
Hussain and five others in a
case related to the 2020 north-
east Delhi riots. The court said
all the accused indulged in tar-
geting Hindus and their acts
were apparently prejudicial to

the harmony between
Muslims and Hindus. Besides
Hussain, Additional Sessions
Judge Pulastya Pramachala
also ordered the framing of
charges against Tanvir Malik,
Gulfam, Nazim, Kasim, and
Shah Alam while hearing a
case registered by one Ajay
Jha, who was allegedly shot at
by a mob near Chand Bagh on
February 25, 2020.

‘Fine particle pollution linked mortality
in India may be lower than thought’

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI): 

Exposure to high levels
of fine air pollution parti-
cles (PM2.5) in India may
have a smaller impact on
mortality than previously
estimated, according to the
first such study to cover the
whole of the country. India
has among the highest lev-
els of air pollution in the
world, with most people liv-
ing in areas with fine par-
ticulate matter levels
(PM2.5) well above the safe
limit by the World Health
Organization (WHO).

The findings of the
Million Death Study
(MDS), published in the
journal Environmental
Health Perspectives, linked

concentrations of PM2.5
derived from satellite-
based measurements and
deaths in over 7,400 small
areas covering a total popu-
lation of 6.8 million. The
researchers quantified the
relationship between
PM2.5 exposures over sev-
eral years to the subse-
quent mortality risk, focus-
ing on the leading killers of
adults: respiratory disease,
heart disease, stroke and
overall mortality. Their
analyses adjusted for risk
factors that make these dis-
eases more common such
as smoking, urban or rural
residency, and education.
Because these diseases and
PM2.5 tend to cluster in
some areas but not others,

they also adjusted for spa-
tial clustering. Analysing
over 200,000 deaths at ages
15 69 years, the researchers
found a nine per cent ex-
cess risk in stroke deaths
for every 10 microgrammes
per cubic metre increase in
PM2.5 exposure.

However, there were no
excess risks for respirato-
ry or heart disease and for
total mortality (after ex-
cluding stroke), they said.
Study results were broad-
ly similar in different age-
groups and in areas with
higher or lower use of
household solid fuel --
which itself is the major
contributor to PM2.5 ex-
posure as measured by
satellites.

Workers prepare colourful candles for sale ahead of the Diwali festival, in Agartala, Friday.

COLOURFUL CANDLES
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New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):

Himachal Pradesh will
go to polls on November
12, the Election
Commission said on
Friday, but did not an-
nounce the poll schedule
for Gujarat citing past
precedents.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Chief
Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar said the
counting of votes for
Himachal Pradesh polls
will take place on
December 8 and elaborate
arrangements have been
made to ensure maxi-
mum participation of

voters in the “festival of
democracy”. In the elec-
tions to the 68-member
assembly with over 55
lakh eligible voters, the
BJP will seek to overturn

the three-decade conven-
tion of no ruling party re-
turning to power by de-
feating the main opposi-
tion Congress in the hill
state.

However, the
Commission refrained
from announcing the poll
schedule for the Gujarat
assembly which has a
tenure till February 18,
2023. “The Election
Commission goes by con-
vention in announcing
poll schedules. It has de-
cided to go by the conven-
tion which was last fol-
lowed,” Kumar told re-
porters when asked about
keeping the announce-

ment for Gujarat in
abeyance.

Kumar asserted that
polls in one state will not
affect elections in the
other as “there is a gap of
40 days” in the qualifying
dates of the state assem-
blies of Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat.

The term of the
Himachal Pradesh assem-
bly ends on January 8,
2023.

However, it is still possi-
ble to hold Gujarat elec-
tions in the November-
December period so that
the votes could be counted
on the same day as was the
case in 2017.

Mumbai, Oct 14 (PTI):
More than eight years
after his arrest, the
Bombay High Court on
Friday acquitted former
Delhi University profes-
sor G N Saibaba in an al-
leged Maoist links case
for want of valid sanction
for prosecution under the
UAPA. Following the HC
order, the National
Investigation Agency —
which had taken over the
probe from Maharashtra
police — moved the
Supreme Court against
the acquittal. The SC,

however, rejected NIA’s
request for immediate
stay to the order.

Setting aside the life
imprisonment awarded to
Saibaba by the trial court,
the high court noted that
while the fight against
terrorism was important,
procedural safeguards
can not be sacrificed “at

the altar of perceived
peril to national security.”

Saibaba, 52, is likely to
be released from Nagpur
central jail where he is
lodged since his arrest in
May 2014 on Saturday, his
lawyers said. The high
court’s Nagpur bench of
Justices Rohit Deo and
Anil Pansare in its 101-

page judgement noted
that the sanction to prose-
cute the accused under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act was
“bad in law and invalid”.

Saibaba, who is wheel-
chair-bound due to 90 per
cent physical disability,
should be released forth-
with unless his custody
was required in any other
case, the court said.

Welcoming the ruling,
his wife A S Vasantha
Kumari said they had
faith that he would be
cleared from the case as
he was innocent.

The HC also allowed
the appeals filed by five
other convicts, acquitting
them of all charges.

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):

India’s nuclear-powered
submarine INS Arihant on
Friday carried out a suc-
cessful launch of a subma-
rine-launched ballistic mis-
sile (SLBM) in the Bay of
Bengal with a “very high
accuracy”, the defence
ministry said.

It said all operational
and technological parame-
ters of the weapon system
have been validated, seen
as a major milestone to fur-
ther boost India’s strategic
strike capabilities. “INS
Arihant carried out a suc-
cessful launch of a
Submarine Launched
Ballistic Missile (SLBM) on
October 14. The missile

was tested to a predeter-
mined range and impacted
the target area in the Bay of
Bengal with very high ac-
curacy,” the ministry said
in a statement.

It said “all operational
and technological parame-
ters of the weapon system
have been validated”.

India’s nuclear-powered
ballistic missile submarine
(SSBN) programme is a
closely guarded project.
INS Arihant was the first
boat under the SSBN proj-
ect that was reportedly fol-
lowed by another boat, INS
Arighat. In a statement, the
defence ministry said the
SSBN programme is a key
element of India’s nuclear
deterrence capability. It

said a “robust, survivable
and assured retaliatory”
capability is in sync with
the country’s policy to have
‘credible minimum deter-
rence’ that underpins its
‘no first use’ commitment.

“The successful user
training launch of the
SLBM by INS Arihant is
significant to prove crew
competency and validate
the SSBN programme, a
key element of India’s nu-
clear deterrence capabili-
ty,” the defence ministry
said. “A robust, survivable
and assured retaliatory ca-
pability is in keeping with
India’s policy to have ‘cred-
ible minimum deterrence’
that underpins its ‘no first
use’ commitment,” it said.

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):

A plane from Moscow
carrying 402 people made
an emergency landing in
the national capital on
Friday following a bomb
threat, according to offi-
cials.

The Aeroflot aircraft op-
erating flight SU 232 land-
ed at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport
here at 2.48 am. The pas-
sengers and crew were
evacuated safely, they
said.

According to the police,
the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) re-
ceived an e-mail warning
of bombs on the flight on

Thursday night.
As the flight landed, its

386 passengers and 16
crew members were im-
mediately evacuated, a
senior police official said.

The flight was checked
and nothing has been
found so far, the official
said, adding that the air-
craft has been isolated.

“On Thursday around
11 pm, a threat message
was received at IGI
Control Room social
media site regarding
bombs planted on board
Russian flight no SU-272
arriving at IGI Airport.
The flight landed at 2.48
am safely,” one of the offi-
cials said.

Full emergency was de-
clared for the landing of
the Boeing 777 aircraft
that was being operated
by Russian carrier
Aeroflot, the official
added.

“The security related
protocol was followed by
the IGI police. All the pas-
sengers and their luggage
de-boarded after proper
checking and frisking.
Further, the aircraft has
also been thorougly
checked and no suspicious
item has been found.
Further action is under-
way,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(IGI Airport) Tanu
Sharma said.

EARTHEN LAMP

A potter moulds an earthen lamp on a wheel, ahead
of the Diwali festival, in Gurugram, Friday.

Himachal polls on Nov 12
Gujarat dates not announced

HC acquits ex-DU professor Saibaba in ‘Maoist links’ case
 ‘Procedural 

safeguards are
sacrosanct’

NIA moves SC against HCacquittal
New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI) The Supreme Court on Friday
refused to stay the Bombay High Court order acquitting
Delhi University Professor G N Saibaba in a case relating to
his alleged Maoist links. Hours after the Bombay High Court
order, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) moved the
Supreme Court for stay which was declined. The apex court,
however, allowed the NIA to move an application before the
registry requesting for urgent listing.

Bomb threat: Aeroflot flight from Moscow
makes emergency landing at Delhi airport

Nuclear-powered submarine INS Arihant 
carries successful launch of ballistic missile

CEC Rajiv Kumar during 
a press conference. 
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BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1144::  Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg organ-
ised 02 lectures on Gandhi's
principles and values in one
month certificate course cen-
tered on the thoughts of
Mahatma Gandhi. Dr
Prashant Srivastava, the co-
ordinator said that in the cer-
tificate course, the first lec-
ture was given by senior lit-
terateur of Durg, Vinod Sao
on the topic "Nayakon ke
Nayak Bapu". 

Giving important informa-
tion on the leadership skills of
Mahatma Gandhi, Vinod Sao
said that Gandhiji had visited
Chhattisgarh twice. During
his visit he also held meetings
at Indira Market, Mahatma

Gandhi School in Durg and
Moti Para. 

Sao also described in detail
the participation of Gandhiji
in the Jal Satyagraha by farm-
ers in Kandel near Dhamtari
and at Sapre School ground
of Raipur etc. During the lec-
ture Sao also replied to the
questions of the participants
related to Gandhiji.

In the second lecture, Dr
Suryaprakash Pandey of
Mahatma Gandhi
International Hindi
University, Wardha,
Maharashtra gave an inter-
esting online lecture on  prin-
ciples and values of
Mahatma Gandhi. In his lec-
ture, Dr Pandey mentioned
the mischief done by Gandhiji
in his childhood and about his

change of heart in his youth
and the letter he wrote to his
father in this regard. 

Describing dedication, loy-
alty, honesty as the basic
mantra of Gandhi ji, Dr
Suryaprakash Pandey an-
swered the questions of the
participants very honestly. 

Earlier in the inaugural ses-
sion, Dr Usha Kiran Agrawal,
Professor, Government DB
Girls College, Raipur, gave re-
vealed many informative inci-
dents related to Gandhi's visit
to Raipur. Dr Agrawal also
told about the freedom fight-
ers of Chhattisgarh, contem-
porary of Gandhiji. Finally,
the program ended with the
vote of thanks proposed by
the Course Coordinator, Dr
Prashant Srivastava.
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Bhilai, Oct 14:
Department of
Orthodontics and
Dentofacial Orthopedics,
Rungta College of Dental
Sciences & Research
(RCDSR) under the aegis
of Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institution celebrated
National Orthodontic
Awareness Week on the oc-
casion of 57th Foundation
Day of Indian Orthodontic
Society on October 11,
2022.

To commemorate this
57th Foundation Day, Dr
Sumit Gandhi, HOD-
Orthodontics informed
that department organised
free check-ups and consul-
tations for orthodontic
treatment from October 1-
12. Also, many awareness
campaigns were conduct-
ed by the doctors and stu-

dents of RCDSR to encour-
age and motivate people to
improve their smile and
oral function. Reels,
Photography competition
were planned for students
and faculties of RCDSR.
Besides the competitions a
skit was  also performed
by PG students along with
interns and UG students
for braces awareness.

The Chairman of SRGI,
Sanjay Rungta, Directors,
Saket Rungta, Harsha
Rungta, Dean Dr Karthik
Krishna M, Vice-Dean Dr
Deepak Thakur, Vice
Principal RIPS, Harish
Sharma and Dean Student
Welfare, Rinki Sahu inau-
gurated this event. Sanjay
Rungta shared that the in-
stitute is always a front
runner in social services
and creating awareness
among the society.

Dean Dr Karthik

Krishna M conveyed his
best wishes for successful
organisation of this pro-
gram. The programme
was successfully coordi-
nated & guided by Prof &
Head Dr Sumit Gandhi,
Prof Dr Javed Sodawala,
Reader Dr Shaheen
Hamdani, Senior
Lecturers Dr Harsha
Malhotra & Dr Gaurav
Agrawal and post gradu-
ate students. There were

creative reels and photog-
raphy competition for
awareness of orthodontic
treatment  in which the
undergraduate and post-
graduate students actively
took part and the winners
of reels competition were
1st Prize  Latika
Dewangan & group, 2nd
Prize Baishali Agarwal,
3rd Prize  Sourav Biswas
and winners of photogra-
phy competition were 1st

Prize Syed Enteaas, 2nd
Prize Ipsha Mishra, 3rd
Prize Mekha Sashikumar.

The Orthodontic branch
of dentistry deals with
correction of teeth prob-
lems like spacing, irregu-
lar or forwardly placed
teeth in children as well as
adults. These problems
can be corrected by plac-
ing braces on the teeth.
Also, newer advances like
clear aligners or invisible
braces are employed in
treating these patients.

The Orthodontic de-
partment aimed to pro-
vide awareness amongst
patients who require or-
thodontic treatment and
the national orthodontic
awareness week  dis-
pensed a good opportunity
for the patients to get free
consultation and aware-
ness for orthodontic 
treatment.
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Bhilai, Oct 14: Amidst ru-
mours of child-lifting
gangs, the residents of
Supela and Vaishalinagar
area were panicked after
coming to know that three
school going boys were
missing.

Dreading that their chil-
dren had been lifted by
some gang, the parents of
three children lodged an
FIR at Vaishalinagar
Police Station. Much to
their relief, the children
returned back on Friday
morning after spending a
day in Bilaspur.

Police informed that
three children of
Ramnagar and Farid
Nagar area had suddenly
gone missing on Thursday
morning. The kids identi-
fied as Abhinav Tiwari,

Chandan Sahu and
Gaurav Pathak are stu-
dents of class 8th. The par-
ents searched them for the
entire day and later lodged
an FIR on Thursday
evening.

In the meanwhile, the
rumours of child lifting
spread like a wild fire in
the entire city. On the
other hand, Police activat-
ed its network and the pics
of missing kids were

shared with the cops
across the state. Later on
Friday morning, the kids
were spotted at Power
House Railway Station.

GRP took the kids under
their custody. Police team
reached the spot and came
to know that the children
had gone to Bilaspur in a
train and returned back.
The missing children have
been reunited with their
families.
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Bhilai, Oct 14: SAIL- BSP
Schools have won the best
eco club competition at the
state level. Children's fair
and State level best Eco
club competition were or-
ganized in Agrasen Dham
Raipur on October 11-12,
2022 by Chhattisgarh
E n v i r o n m e n t
Conservation Board,
Raipur. More than 70
schools participated from
Chhattisgarh state. In this,
BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector 7 and EMMS
Sector 9 received maxi-
mum awards.

Senior Secondary School
Sector 7 got the third posi-
tion in the entire state in
the best eco club category
and EMMS Sector 9 got the
consolation prize. Mohd
Akbar, Environment and

Housing Minister, present-
ed a certificate, memento,
seven thousand rupees to
BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector 7 and a check
of one thousand rupees
EMMS Sector 9.

In other competitions,
Agriibala, a student of
BSP Senior Secondary

School, Sector 7, got first
place in essay writing,
Himani Chakradhari got
second place in Speech
competition. Apart from
this, BSP Senior
Secondary School Sector 7
got the second position in
the Eco Club Stall in the
entire state. Ishita Gupta, a

student of EMMS Sector 9,
got first place in Speech,
Alifa Fatima got second
place in essay writing.
Apart from this, EMMS
Sector 9 got consolation
prize in Eco Club stall all
over the state.

SV Nandanwar, CGM
(TSD & CSR), Shikha

Dubey, GM( Education)
and Uma Katoch, GM,
Environment Management
Department appreciated
both the schools and en-
couraged the students.

All Eco Club activities in
BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector 7 achieved
this feat under the guid-
ance and leadership of
Ruby Burman Roy,
Principal, SSS 7 and, Mithu
Majumdar, Principal of
EMMS Sector 9.

The Eco Club in-charge
of BSP Senior Secondary
School Sector 7, Vijay
Kumar Choubey, Sridevi
Durge, CP Sharma, Ashok
Singh and the Eco Club
in-charge of EMMS
Sector 9, Sharbani Dey
and all the teachers con-
tributed in the successful
performances of the Eco
Clubs.

URM makes multiple
production records in 
different parameters
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Bhilai, Oct 14: SAIL-
BSP's Universal Rail Mill
(URM) has made many
records in different pro-
duction parameters on
October 13, 2022 as far as
rolling, straightening and
welding of 260m panels is
concerned. Rolling of 401
rails is the ever best day
record, surpassing the
previous record of rolling
of 400 rails on March 16,
2022.

Similarly straightening
of 390 rails through bi-pla-
nar straightening ma-
chine is a tremendous
achievement and the shop
has surpassed the previ-
ous record of 384 rails that
was set on March 16, 2022.

Welding of 179 panels of
260m is a jump from the
previous best of 166 panels
that was made on August
31, 2022. URM is now on
the track of achieving the

rated capacity very soon
that will fulfill all the de-
mand of Indian Railways
regarding Long Rail pan-
els.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) congrat-
ulated the URM fraternity
and at the same time con-
gratulated the associated
departments like SMS-3,
PPC, RCL, INCOS,T&D
and Instrumentation
along with other allied
agencies.

Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) of BSP was pres-
ent in the wee hours of the
morning along with URM
collective to witness the
breaking of records. He
congratulated the entire
URM collective for the ex-
cellent performance.
Anish Sengupta, CGM
(URM) accepted the com-
pliments and gave credits
to his team and other asso-
ciated departments and
agencies for the feat.

Notorious thieves detained 
during routine vehicle checking  

Bhilai, Oct 14: The night
patrol campaign being run
by the Superintendent of
Police is bearing fruitful
results. Under the visual
policing initiatives, the
cops were conducting rou-
tine vehicle checks when
they found some suspi-
cious youth. The suspects
were taken into custody
and during interrogation
they confessed involve-
ment in vehicle lifting. A
total of 15 vehicles includ-
ing a car and two Enfield
Bullets worth about Rs 14
lakhs were confiscated.

It needs to be mentioned
here that under the direc-
tion of SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava and guidance of
ASP (Rural) Anant Sahu
and SDOP (Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore, a
special visual policing
campaign is being run in
Patan area. The cops are
making their presence felt
during the night also
through regular patrolling

and vehicle checking.
In this sequel, the team of

Jamgaon (R) Police Station
was conducting vehicle
checking late evening on
October 13. The team inter-
cepted two bikers -
Shashikant Chandrakar
and Komesh Yadav and
asked them to show the doc-
uments. They were unable
to produce the documents
of the vehicle and tried to

mislead the cops. On suspi-
cion, the cops took them
into custody and during
sustained interrogation,
they confessed to having
stolen several vehicles from
different places. They dis-
closed the names of other
four accomplices after
which they were also ar-
rested. Police seized 14
stolen vehicles including a
car and two Royal Enfield

bikes from their possession.
The accused are identified
as Shashikant Chandrakar
(22) son of Sanjay
Chandrakar a resident of
Bhansuli; Komesh Yadav
(24) son of Kishore Yadav a
resident of Bhansuli;
Hiteshwar Prasad
Chandrakar (26) son of
Chandrika Chandrakar a
resident of Bhansuli, Rahul
Chanape (19) son of

Govardhan Chanape a resi-
dent of Bhansuli; Jitendra
Kumar Banjare (19) son of
Dheluram Banjare a resi-
dent of Bhanusali; and
Gopendra Yadav alias Gopu
(19) son of Ishwar Yadav a
resident of Bhansuli. The
accused have been booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 41 (1+4),
379 of IPC.

Police are collecting in-
formation about the vehi-
cles from the RTO after
which the owners will be
contacted. Sub-Inspector
Enu Kumar Devangan
(SHO, Jamgaon), Assistant
Sub-Inspector Surendra
Taram, Chandrashekhar
Soni, Constable Mahendra
Banjare, Shravan Sahu,
Bhapendra Sahu, Ved
Prakash Sahu, Jaiprakash
Sahu, Rajiv Dubey,
Pramod Kumar Mandavi,
constable Kiran Sonkar
and others played a vital
role in busting the gang of
vehicle thieves.
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BSP Schools win the best State 
level Eco club competition

Child-lifting panic grips 
city after boys go missing

RCDSR celebrates ‘National Orthodontic Awareness week’ Durg University organises lectures 
on Gandhi’s principles & values 

During one month certificate course on Gandhian Philosophy 

Divisional Commissioner reviews arrangements of paddy procurement
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 14: Paddy pro-
curement is going to begin
in the division from
November 01. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre chaired a meeting of
the Upper Collectors and
other officials of the
Districts of Durg Division
on Friday and instructed
them to ensure proper
arrangements at the com-
mittees for paddy procure-
ment. He said that in view
of ample rainfall of 112
percent, the division is ex-
pecting a bumper crop.

Kavre said that
Girdawari is done to en-
sure that there is no prob-
lem in the purchase of

paddy. Make sure that the
data entry of Girdawari is
done in a proper way.
Additional Collectors of
all the districts, Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Development Ajay Mishra,
Deputy Commissioner
Revenue Avadharam
Tandon, Superintending
Engineer PWD HR Dhruv,
Joint Director Agriculture
RK Rathore, Joint
Director Education PK
Pandey, CSPDCL
Executive Director
Jambhulkar and other of-
ficers were present.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that
according to the intention
of the government, work
should be done in the di-

rection of expansion
of the cultivation area
of pulses, oilseeds
and other crops. To
promote the farmers
in this direction, the
conditions for stor-
age, availability and
distribution of seeds
and manure should be
good. There must be
no shortage of seeds
and all the seeds must
be treated. Cases of
payment of crop in-
surance etc should not be
pending.

The Divisional
Commissioner also in-
quired about the progress
of making the caste certifi-
cates. Officials said that
two lakh five thousand

caste certificates have
been made in the division
during the last one and a
half years. The Divisional
Commissioner said that
camps should be organized
to settle the remaining ap-
plications. At the same

time, he said that a nice ex-
periment was done for
caste certificates in the vil-
lages of Dharamjaigarh.
Some people here did not
have missal records. In
such a situation, Gram
Sabhas were convened in

the Panchayats and
the Gram Sabha con-
sidered the cases.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner said
that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has
given clear instruc-
tions that like Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools, no
fee should be charged
in Hindi medium
SAGES schools. He in-
structed to complete

the recruitment process
and ensure proper infra-
structure like lab-library,
etc. The divisional level of-
ficers of the Education
Department said that at
present there are 56
English medium SAGES

and five Hindi Medium
SAGES in the division.

Kavre said that pending
revenue cases should be
settled soon. He asked the
officials to keep monitor-
ing the Patwari Halkas
continuously. Complete
the recovery of the fines
and make people aware
about the government's
plans to give landowner
rights. He asked them to
keep the cash book updat-
ed in Tehsils, circle note
book updated and approve
the daily tours. In cases
which are pending after
the time limit, the reason
for the delay should be
mentioned clearly.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that

there should be continu-
ous monitoring on the fair
price shops so that the ma-
terial is available at the
price fixed by the govern-
ment. Rate list should be
displayed in all PDS shops.
Monitoring committees
must stay alert.

The Divisional
Commissioner inquired
about the self-supporting
Gauthans in all the dis-
tricts and inquired about
the livelihood-oriented ac-
tivities. He said that ac-
cording to the wishes of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the women of the
group can earn good in-
come by producing the
items as per the local
needs in the Gauthans.
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Eight nabbed red-handed in gambling

Raipur, Oct 14: In view of
strict action against
‘satta’, ‘gambling’ and
other anti-social activities,
the Anti-Crime and Cyber

Crime unit
conducted
raid inthe
garden in
Shailendra
N a g a r
u n d e r
K o t w a l i
area here
on Friday
and nabbed
red-handed

eight persons gambling
with help of cards. The po-
lice recovered cash of Rs
3.40 lakh and pack of
cards and a case under
section 13 of Gambling
Act was filed against all
three.

The eight persons

nabbed included Anil
Shukla S/o Jagdish
Prasad (48), R/o
Naharpara Ganja thana
area; Heeralal Premnani
S/o Kuldeep Saluja (32),
R/o Sai Nagar Faffadih,
Raipur; Dhananjay Singh
S/o Vishnu Dev Singh (43)
R/o DD Nagar Raipur:
Chandan Lal S/o Puran
Gyanchandani R/o
Amlipadar, District
Gariyaband; Prakash
Gurwani S/o Srichand
Gurwani (52), R/o
Shivanand Nagar
Khamtarai, Raipur and
Dhawal Kumar S/o
Dhanendra Kumar (38)
R/o Amlidih, Raipur.

Measures for prevention of
anemia, sickle cell discussed

Raipur, Oct 14: Director
of Health Services Bhim
Singh held a meeting of
the officials of health de-
partment, Department of
Women and Child
Development, Medical
College and voluntary
and non-governmental or-
ganizations at the head-
quarters of the National
Health Mission, Nava
Raipur to discuss meas-
ures for prevention and
control of anemia and
sickle cell in the state. He
stressed on making a
common strategy to con-
trol anemia and sickle
cell disease.

According to Bhim
Singh both the diseases
can be controlled only
with the collective efforts
of all the concerned de-
partments and voluntary
and non-governmental or-
ganizations.

Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan said in the
meeting that to control

anemia it would be neces-
sary to know its causes.
He asked to promote and
motivate the consump-
tion of locally available
nutritious food items to
remove anemia.
Programmes and activi-
ties being run by interna-
tional and national part-
ner organizations and
non-governmental organ-
izations to remove ane-
mia were discussed.

Joint Director of
Health Department, Dr
Surendra Pambhoi, State
Nodal Officer for Anemia,
Dr VR Bhagat, NGO
Nodal Officer Dr Kamlesh
Jain, officers of Women
and Child Development
Department and Medical
College, Raipur,
Representatives from
WHO, Japaigo, Clinton
Foundation, Evidence
Action, CFAR, Tata Trust,
Piramal Health,
Nutrition International
and other NGOs were
present in the meeting.

Information on ‘Safety of life
from heart attack’ given in

Assembly premises
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Raipur, Oct 14:
Professor in Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College, Raipur, Dr Jaya
Lalwani and her associ-
ate doctors organized a
training programme on

the topic “Safety of Life
from Heart Attack” at
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly premises.
Concise and useful infor-
mation was provided by
experts on the subject to
prevent heart attack re-
lated emergency and save
life at the training pro-

gramme, organized for
the officers/employees of
the Legislative Assembly
Secretariat. Legislative
Assembly Secretary
Dinesh Sharma and all
the officers and employ-
ees of the Secretariat
were present in the pro-
gramme.

Special developmental action plan will be
formulated for special backward tribes
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Raipur, Oct 14: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
on Friday instructed the
officials concerned to in-
clude the priority works

of the State Government
in the action plan to be
formulated for the devel-
opment of special back-
ward tribes. He was chair-
ing a meeting of a com-
mittee constituted to pre-
pare the aforementioned
action plan.

He further asked to in-
clude various works fo-
cussing on education,
health, and nutrition in
the action plan for the de-
velopment of scheduled
areas. Giving instructions
in this regard, he asked to
prepare an action plan at

the earliest after dis-
cussing it in detail with the
collectors, public represen-
tatives, and various de-
partments of the respec-
tive districts.

Principal Secretary
School Education Dr. Alok
Shukla, Tribal
Development Department
Secretary Shri DD Singh,
Public Health Engineering
Secretary Dr. S.
B h a r a t h i d a s a n ,
Commissioner Tribal, and
Development Department
Shammi Abidi,
Agriculture Director Ayaz
Tamboli, Special Secretary
Revenue, and Disaster
Management Janak
Prasad Pathak along with
officers of Education,
Health, Women and Child
Development Department
attended the meeting.

‘State Govt, universities should make coordinated efforts’ 

Raipur, Oct 14: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey participat-
ed in the convocation cere-
mony of ICFAI University
located in Nava Raipur
here on Friday. On this oc-
casion, Governor distrib-

uted degrees to 105 stu-
dents including 23 gold and
19 silver  medals of the uni-
versity and congratulated
them. She also congratulat-
ed the parents and teachers
of ICFAI University,
Raipur for this outstanding
achievement. On this occa-
sion, the Governor advised
the students to join the
manufacturing sector of
the country by becoming
employment creators and
not merely seeking em-
ployment. Along with this,
she also asked the students
to explore the possibilities

of development of the
country by engaging in re-
search. While addressing
the gathering, the
Governor also asked all the
educational institutions to
make arrangements for
better education as per the
National Education Policy
2020.

Addressing the gather-
ing at the function, the
Governor said that convo-
cation ceremony is the re-
sult of hard work of the
students. The journey of
getting education starts
with small steps and takes

us to new heights of devel-
opment in the life. She said
that convocation is not the
end, rather it is a part of
the journey of one’s life.
She told the students that
they should become good
human beings by getting
good education. A good
person is the builder of a
good society, she added.
Today the students of the
country need to bring a
change in their thinking.
‘Increase your knowledge
through education. Quality
education not only builds
our potential but also de-
velops it continuously.
After studies, develop your

potential and give employ-
ment to people, instead of
going after employment.
Be a successful entrepre-
neur, be a job creator’, she
added.

Considering the impor-
tance of research in the
country, Governor said
that the number of stu-
dents joining research
after higher education is
less. For the development
of the country, it is very im-
portant for the students to
join the research field. On
this occasion, special
spokesperson of the cere-
mony, former Chairman of
ISRO and Padma Shri. A.S.

Kiran Kumar shared his
life experiences while con-
gratulating all the stu-
dents. He told the students
that their technical knowl-
edge and skills have to be
enhanced to make the
country an economic su-
perpower.

On this occasion R.P.
Kaushik, Chancellor,
ICFAI University, Raipur,
Vice Chancellor, S.K.
Dubey, Chairman of
Private University
Regulatory Commission
Umesh Mishra, Registrar
Ravi Kiran Patnaik and K.
Kishore Kumar were pres-
ent.
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Raipur, Oct 14: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel paid tribute to
the former President, a
great scientist and
Bharat Ratna Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam on his
birth anniversary on
October 15.
Remembering Dr.
Kalam and his contri-
butions, Baghel said
that Dr. Kalam gave
many scientific
achievements to India.
His entire life was de-
voted towards serving

the nation.
With Dr. Kalam’s

contributions and
achievements, India
reached the heights of
success in the field of
space program and
military missile, and
he came to be known
as the Missile-Man.
Mr. Baghel said that
Dr. Kalam always in-
spired the youngsters
to pursue their
dreams with determi-
nation. Dr. Kalam’s
patriotism and moral
values will always in-
spire us.

Govt’s hike 5 percent in
DA for govt employees

Raipur, Oct 14: As a Diwali
gift in advance,
Chhattisgarh Government
has announced 5 percent
hike in the DA (Dearness
Allowance) for its officers
and employees. On the in-
structions of Chief
Minister and Minister in-
charge of Finance
Department, Bhupesh
Baghel, Finance
Department has issued an
order for hike in DA today.
The increased rate of DA
will be effective from the
current month of October.
The amount of increment
in DA will be paid in cash
from October 1, 2022. With
the increment of five per-
cent in DA, those who re-
ceive salary under the sev-

enth pay scale in the state
will get 33 percent dearness
allowance. This order of in-
crease the dearness al-
lowance will also be applica-
ble for UGC, AICTE and
contingency salary employ-
ees. State government has
increased the dearness al-
lowance by 12 percent for
the salary earners from the
sixth pay scale. Now they
will get 201 percent dear-
ness allowance instead of
189 percent dearness al-
lowance. The Finance
Department has issued a
circular regarding the in-
crement in dearness al-
lowance to all the depart-
ments of the state govern-
ment, Chairman, Revenue
Board, Bilaspur, all Heads of
Departments, Divisional
Commissioners and
Collectors. It is noteworthy
that from August-2022, DA
was being paid at the rate of
28 percent to the officers
and employees of the state.
At the same time, those in
the sixth pay scale were get-
ting dearness allowance at
the rate of 189 percent.

ED conducts scrutiny of documents
in the Collector’s house 

Raipur, Oct 14: The offi-
cers of the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) have
opened the sealed house of
Collector Raigarh Ranu
Sahu here on Friday
evening at 5:00 pm. The ED
officials reached the
Collector’s bunglow in 3
vehicles and till the writ-
ing of these lines around
a dozen ED officials were
conducted scrutiny of doc-

uments in the house.
It is notable here that

after the Collector’s con-
ference in capital city on
Oct 9 she went on leave
and was on medical leave
for some treatment in
Hyderabad. During this
the ED team raided at 16
different places in the cap-
ital city and the Collector
Raigarh’s house was also
one of the venue. But since
the Collector was not pres-
ent, the house was sealed
by the ED team.

On joining here on Oct

12, Collector wrote a letter
to the ED assuring them of
all possible help in con-
ducting investigation and
urged to open the seal in
the bungalow. After this

ED opened the seal in the
evening today at 5:00 pm
and since the bungalow
was sealed, Collector was
residing in the guest
house.

TRAFFIC CONGESTION

With increase in movement of vehicles due to festive season, there is traffic congestion in city’s Malviya Road here on Friday.

 Final reports 
yet to come

Raipur: ED in its
Twitter message has con-
firmed that they have
conducted search opera-
tions at 16 different
places in 3-4 cities and
seized approx Rs 6.50 cr
in the form of unac-
counted gold, cash and
bullion etc. Special Court
PMLA, Raipur has grant-
ed custody of 3 persons
(including 1 IAS officer)
arrested by ED for 8 days
till Oct 21, 2022, under
PMLA in a coal scam
case.

ED seized Rs 6.50 cr  worth 
unaccounted cash, gold etc.

Ch’garh govt’s gift
to employees
before Diwali

Finance
Department has
issued an order in
the context

To connect stu-
dents with research

Governor Uikey
attends the first
convocation of
ICFAI University,
Raipur

Chief Secretary
instructs officials to
prepare the action
plan focussing on
the priority works
of the state govern-
ment

CM remembers ‘The Missile-Man’

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam 

On his birth anniversary

From a garden in
Shailendra Nagar

19 Naxalites
arrested in Sept,

46 surrender
Raipur, Oct 14: As
many as 19 Naxalites
were arrested during
the anti-Naxal opera-
tions conducted by the
police and paramili-
tary forces in the
month of September
2022, informed Deputy
Inspector General of
Police, Naxal
Operations.

Moreover 46
Naxalites surren-
dered and 02 weapons
were also confiscated.
During the anti-Naxal
operation, 11 IEDs
were also seized and
inactivated.

Puneet Sagar campaign: A nationwide flagship campaign of NCC
Bilaspur, Oct 14: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(A Central University) the
NCC Cell, under the pa-
tronage of Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Alok Kumar
Chakrawal organized a
cleanliness campaign and
awareness rally in the
University campus on 27th
September 2022 under
Puneet Sagar Abhiyan.
The program was organ-
ized under the banner of 7
CG BN NCC, under the di-
rection of the
Commanding Officer, Col S
K Gupta, the guidance of
Nodal Officer for GGV
Swachh Bharat Mission,
Dr Sujit Kumar Mishra
and the supervision of
NCC Officer, Dr
Vindeshwari Pawar.

Keeping in mind the vi-
sion of the Prime Minister,
the National Cadet Corps
(NCC), in conjunction with

the Swachh Bharat
Mission has launched a na-
tionwide flagship cam-
paign to clean up beaches,
rivers, banks, lakes and
other water bodies under
the Puneet Sagar
Campaign.

Taking this forward as a
small part of the cam-
paign, Guru Ghasidas

Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) NCC Cell car-
ried out a cleanliness drive
at the site of the ponds in-
side the GGV campus.
About 20 SD/SW cadets
took part in cleaning the
ponds near the University
Teaching Department in-
side the University cam-
pus. The cadets removed

plastic, garbage, dry leaves,
and bushes from the pond
and cut unwanted bushes.
After cleaning the ponds,
the cadets also took out an
awareness rally in the cam-
pus on the importance of
cleanliness of surround-
ings and water bodies and
development of a healthy
and clean environment.

DPSRMUN swings into zealous action

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1144::  Ornate with
speech having the power to
persuade, alchemize or coerce
people to introspect or retro-
spect, Delhi Public School,
Raipur has returned with the
decennial edition of MUN  to
empower its students in chan-
nelizing their cogent opinions
in matters of social, political
and economical interest.
Unfazed by the menace of pan-
demic, the school chose to
invite 10 students from its
adopted village, Nardaha and
adoring Alumni apart from its
present students to showcase

their debatable stance in dis-
cussing national and interna-
tional issues with pride but no
prejudice. “250 students’ will-
ingness to participate and
organize the event under the
able guidance of the Social
Studies faculty is a humungous
experience in itself,” iterated
the school fraternity.

From Aug 13th to 15th, the
committees UNGA, UNCSW,
UNHRC and the International
Press shall be vibrant with
action. About 10-12 venues
including the auditorium,
library, Maths Laboratory, few

classes have been arranged to
hold various committee meets.
The Inaugural Ceremony wore
a glamorous look complete
with grand rangoli, spectacular
rendition of songs and dances
to welcome all its participants. 

All set and done, the presti-
gious MUN commenced with
the Principal lighting the auspi-
cious lamp and giving a wel-
come address motivating the
students to take full advantage
of this opportunity in analyzing
the issues of national and
international importance so
that solutions can be solicited
in the best possible way.  This
was followed by a PPT in trib-
ute to DPS’ precious student,
Aakash Mote by his friends.
The occasion also comprised of
an enlightening speech to the
delegates from Rishima Dubey,
student of class 12 presiding
over as the Secretary General
of the MUN and the handing
over of the Gavel to the
Secretary Generals, Rishima

Dubey and Mudit Jain deeming
the committees declared open. 

MUN is certainly a better
platform than enrolling in
coaching institutes which seem
to be catching fever at a very
early age in a student’s life.
This can only thwart growth
but MUN-like activities opens a
student’s mind to decisiveness
and individualism than stress-
ing a student in the name of
competitive exams. In schools,
a child’s overall development is
catered to and hence they play
a significant role in the initial
years of a student. Considering
these advantages, Pro Vice
Chairman, Mr. Baldeo Singh
Bhatia and senior members of
the management committee,
Mr. Vijay Shah and Mr. Pukhraj
Jain assured the Social Studies
faculty and the students of
their support in providing them
with such a platform every
year that will enable them to
showcase their pageants on
matters of global importance.

Thirty talented girls of state felicitated by ABKMV

Raipur, Oct 14: A felicita-
tion and ‘Dussehra milan’
programme was organ-
ised in the national con-
vention of Akhil Bhartiya
Kshatriya Mahasabha
Virangana (ABKMV) held
under the chairmanship
of National President
Neetu Amit Singh here on
Thursday. The chief guest
of the function was Veena
Singh W/o former CM Dr

Raman Singh and she was
extended birthday greet-
ings by all, cutting a birth-
day cake on the occasion.

In this programme, re-
gional presidents from dif-
ferent states of the coun-
try and members of na-
tional working committee
were present. The
National President- for-
mer MP Kunwar
Harivansh Singh laying
emphasis on empower-
ment of women made an
appeal for ‘dowry-free’ so-
ciety. The senior national
general secretary
Raghvendra Singh Raju,
National general secre-

tary Sukhvir Singh
Bhadouria, ex-MP
Abhishekh Singh hailed
the organisation of this
programme and motivat-
ed the women for social
services by taking part in
such programmes.

On this occasion a total
of 30 talented daughters of
the Samaj from Raipur
(Chhattisgarh) were felici-
tated by ABKMV office
bearers. Former National
President ABKMV
Damyanti Singh, Yuwa
National President
Prabha Lalit Singh,
National V-P Kanchan
Chouhan, executive

President Sharda Thakur,
Rashmi Chouhan, Suman
Singh, Rachana Singh,
Sangeeta Bais, Bindu
Singh, Nisha Singh,
Annapurna Singh empha-
sised upon working  unit-
edly and laid stress on
‘beti bachao-bedi padhao’.
State President Avdhesh
Singh Gautam, Ela
Kalchuri and Sundari
Thakur also made an ap-
peal to all the members of
the society to remain unit-
ed. National organisation-
al secretary Amit Kumar
Singh welcomed all the
guests and proposed vote
of thanks.

Astitva Grameen Hastshilp empowering
rural women of Ch’garh

Raipur, Oct 14: Astitva
Women Education &
E m p o w e r m e n t
Foundation believes in the
advancement of women in
rural Chhattisgarh to cre-
ate their own identity and
participate meaningfully
in the economic growth
and prosperity.

Astitva Grameen
Hastshilp is an
“ U p s k i l l i n g - t o - S e l f -

Reliance’ grassroots initia-
tive under project
‘Pehchaan’, to propel skills
development among un-
employed rural women
and help them secure busi-
ness opportunities.
Investing in women’s eco-
nomic empowerment sets
a direct path towards aug-
menting gender equality,
promoting financial inclu-
sion, fostering female en-
trepreneurship, and inclu-
sive economic growth in
women led micro-busi-

ness.
The Foundation provid-

ed training sessions on
Madhubani Art.
Materials, tools, art sup-
plies and an online selling
platform were also provid-
ed to rural women, who
took no time in mastering
the new skills. As a result,
exquisite hand painted
wooden peedha, tea coast-
ers and chowki were made
and sold by two such
young women artisans of
rural Chhattisgarh, Swati
Verma and Natasha
Verma which enabled
them to earn a proud liv-
ing. Both girls were partic-
ipants of the International
Mentoring Program or-
ganised every year by
Astitva Foundation. Their
wooden artifacts also
reached America where
people highly appreciated
their work. More recently,

they bagged a huge Diwali
order worth 40,000 rupees.
Raipur- based VY Hospital
is one of the big corporate
customers who ordered
handicraft items this festi-
val season supporting
‘Made-in-Chhattisgarh’ ef-
forts and lighting up the
homes of rural women of
the state. The raw materi-
als are entirely sourced in
Chhattisgarh thereby en-
abling the local micro-
business owners to pros-
per. This is a classic exam-
ple of rural women em-
powerment by Astitva
Foundation.

By eliminating the basic
barriers to participation
in the workforce, Astitva
Foundation demonstrates
the potential of women as
a powerful catalyst for so-
cial empowerment and
growth of the rural 
economy.

Shiv Sainiks protest
against film ‘Adipurush’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 14: In protest
against wrong picturization
of Lord Shri Hanuman, Sita
and Laxman in the new up-
coming file ‘Adipurush’,
Shiv Sainiks from Raipur
district unit staged token
protest at Jaistambh Chowk
here on Thursday.

Shiv Sena District
spokesman Sanjay Sonkar
informed that in this Hindi
film, the Hindu Gods and

Goddesses have been pic-
turised with objectionable
attire and the one which is
not as per the historical
epics viz. ‘Gita’ and others.
So it is in order to protest
the same, Shiv Sena Raipur
District unit organised this
demonstration on
Thursday. This demonstra-
tion was staged by District
President HN Singh
Paliwar, Suraj Sahu,
Santosh Markandey, Ballu
Jangde, Rahul Sonwani,
Neha Tiwari, Laxmi
Kashyap, Himanshu
Sharma, Prafulla Sharma,
Akib Khan, Vicky
Nirmalkar, Sai Prajpati,
Rohit Vishwakarma and
other Shiv Sainiks.

Training to pharmacists
across the state by AIIMS

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 14: Under
the aegis of All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, a two-day train-
ing program started on
Wednesday for the phar-
macists of 10 districts in
the first phase with the
aim of providing training
to the pharmacists of the
state. AIIMS will provide
such training to all the
Pharmacists of the State
in the coming days and
make them skillful about
the management of medi-
cines of the patients.
Inaugurating the training
program organized under
the aegis of the
Department of
Pharmacology, AIIMS,
Director Prof. (Dr.) Nitin
M. Nagarkar said that this
will help in skill develop-
ment of the pharmacist,
which will directly benefit
the patients. This will fur-
ther strengthen the health

services of the state.
Program coordinator Dr.
Pungazenthan T. in-
formed that this type of
training would be provid-
ed to all the pharmacists
of the state with the cour-
tesy of CGDHS. For this,
regular two-day training
programs will be organ-
ized.

Maintenance, storage,
cold chain maintenance,
dispensing and proper
dosage assessment along
with management of
medicines given to unin-
fected patients including

cancer, heart and liver dis-
eases, diabetes and stroke.
Dr. Mahendra Singh,
Deputy Director, NPCDCS
was present in the pro-
gram as the program co-
ordinator. Dr. Nitin R
Gaikwad, Head of the
Department also provided
training to the partici-
pants in the training pro-
gram. Pharmacists from
Raipur, Surajpur,
Bilaspur, Balod,
Bemetara, Janjgir
Champa, Mungeli, Bastar,
Durg and Korba partici-
pated in the event.

Allotment of land for housing
board projects soon

Raipur, Oct 14: Land in
Raipur district will be al-
lotted to the Housing
Board soon to start new
well-organized housing
projects for the general
public. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure in-
structed the revenue offi-
cers to expedite the
process of allotment of
land at a meeting held in
the presence of Housing
Board Chairman Kuldeep
Juneja here.

Commissioner of
Housing Board Dharmesh
Sahu, Additional Collector
BB Panchbhai, SDM
Devendra Patel along with
Revenue Officers and offi-
cials of Housing Board
also attended the meeting
held in the Collectorate
Hall.

Issues pertaining to

land allotment to conver-
sion-demarcation etc. for
various housing projects
were discussed at length at
the meeting. The
Chairman of the Board,
Kuldeep Juneja demanded
allotment of land at the
earliest with completion of
the process for the housing
projects in public interest.

Collector Dr Bhure re-
viewed the project wise
cases with the officials and
inquired about the current
situation. He instructed
the revenue officers to
allot the land to the
Housing Board as per
rules by removing the ob-
stacles in the land allot-
ment cases at the earliest.

Land allocation for
Rajiv Nagar housing
scheme in Gogaon, Mowa,
M a n t h - K h a r o r a ,

Singarbhatha-Abhanpur,
U r l a - A b h a n u p a r ,
Nayakbandha-Abhanpur
and Saloni-Abhanpur
were discussed.
Discussion was also held
in the meeting regarding
the submission of NOC,
prescribed fee amount etc.
for allotment of land by
various departments at
these places as per rules.

Issue of allotment of
land for general housing
in Nakti and special hous-
ing project for MPs-MLAs
at Serikhedi was also dis-
cussed.

CThe consent of the
Revenue Department has
been obtained on the appli-
cation of the Housing
Board for this project. The
fixed amount has also
been deposited in the
Housing Board and the
land will soon be allotted
by the Collector. The offi-
cials also demanded for
early mutation of the allot-
ted land to the Housing
Board in Sondengari,
Jaraway, Daganiya.

Human trafficking a serious problem
before society: Dr Kiranmayi 

Raipur, Oct 14: A work-
shop on human trafficking
was organised at State
Women’s Commission
Office, Shastri Chowk here
today. Commission
Chairperson Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak
presided over the work-
shop. Members of the com-
mission Dr. Anita Raote
and Smt. Archana
Upadhyay and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal were
present at the workshop.

Although human traf-
ficking is illegal, yet it re-
mains a serious problem of

our society, Dr Kiranmayi
Nayak said in her address.
Human trafficking is done
from physical abuse to
prostitution and bonded
labour, she said, adding
that to deal with the prob-
lem of human trade, it is
necessary to create public

awareness. It is necessary
to make villagers and
those living in urban areas
aware about the dangers of
human trade and its ill-ef-
fects, she said. State gov-
ernment’s Chief Minister
Mahtari Nyay Rath is mov-
ing to every district to

make people aware about
human trafficking, she in-
formed.

Detailed discussions
were held on the subject of
human trafficking preven-
tion and rehabilitation of
victims and other stake-
holders. Other officers
present in this workshop
shared experiences of
their previously posted
areas. They gave sugges-
tions over inter-depart-
mental coordination, budg-
et provisions and rehabili-
tation. Officers of the
Police Department along
with the Secretary of the
Women’s Commission,
Anand Prakash Kispotta
and other officers and em-
ployees were present.

Chief Secretary reviews
forest rights cases

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 14: A review
meeting of canceled for-
est rights cases by dis-
trict level committees
under Forest Rights Act
2006 was held at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here which was
chaired by Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain.

In the meeting, infor-
mation about the number
of canceled cases in the
year 2017, the number of
claims accepted by the
district level committee
after reconsideration and
the claims finally settled

by the district level com-
mittee was taken from
the district collectors.
The Chief Secretary
asked the collectors to
submit the list of cases to
the Commissioner,
Tribal and Scheduled
Castes soon, mentioning

the reasons for the can-
celed individual forest
rights cases.

In this meeting organ-
ised through video con-
ferencing, Secretary
Tribal and Scheduled
Caste Development
Department, DD Singh,

Commissioner Tribal
and Scheduled Caste
Development Mrs.
Shammi Abidi along
with Korea,
Mahasamund, Mungeli,
Narayanpur, Raigad,
Rajnandgaon, Surguja,
Sukma, Surajpur,
Balodabazar, Balrampur,
Bastar, Bijapur, Bilaspur,
Dantewada, Dhamtari,
Gariaband, Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi,
J a n j g i r - C h a m p a ,
Jashpur, Kabirdham,
Kanker, Kondagaon,
K o r b a
and Collector Balod par-
ticipated.
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Workshop on
human trafficking 

For wrongly 
displaying attires 
of Hindu Gods,
Goddesses

In the felicitation
and ‘Dussehra
milan’ prog of
ABKMV
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JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  OOcctt  1144::  Physical dis-
ability is no bar when it comes
to doing something that you
actually want. Gurbari, a resi-
dent of village Sargipal of
Bakawand block of Bastar, has
Dupuytren contracture (a con-
dition that causes deformities
of the hand, most often in the
middle finger, ring finger, and
pinky) affecting her left hand. 

But despite her physical dis-
ability, she participated in sev-
eral games organized under
the 'Chhattisgarhiya Olympics'
at the Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
level and also won the team
category games Kabaddi and
Kho-Kho. 

'Chhattisgarhiya Olympics'
is providing a platform for tal-
ented sportspersons across
the state to display their sport-
ing skills in traditional sports.
People of all ages are partici-
pating in this multi-sport event
with great enthusiasm and
zeal. 

Hailing from a small hamlet
in the tribal-dominated area,
Gurbari said that "I can do all
the work with one hand, which
a normal person can do.
Although every sport needs a
specific type of physical fit-
ness, what's more important is
a strong will and dedication.
It's all that gave me the
courage and confidence to do
any work I want."

She participated in the
Langdi race, Pitthul, 100-meter
race, Kabaddi, Kho-Kho, and

chair race. Speaking about the
'Chhattisgarhia Olympics',
Gurbari said that it's a unique

initiative of the government,
due to which rural women like
us have got an opportunity to
showcase our hidden talents.
Expressing her happiness on
the team's victory she said "I
am glad that I will get more op-
portunities to play in the com-
petitions ahead". Meanwhile,
Chhattisgarh Government has
undertaken a special initiative
to revive one of the most de-
lightful parts of our age-old
tradition--traditional games--in
a grand way by organizing the
'Chhattisgarhiya Olympics'.
The grand event aims to bring
back the era of traditional
games and create an environ-
ment to make these games
flourish.

Central Chronicle News

Katagi, Oct 14: On
Sunday last the members
of the Muslim community
celebrated 'Eid-Milad-u-
nabi' in model Gram
Panchayat Katagi with
great enthusiasm and reli-
gious fervour. It was on the
previous night of the Eid,
the members of Muslim
community had organised
'Milad Sharif' and it was
on Sunday that a proces-
sion was taken out at 2:00
pm. This 'julus' passed
from 'Madarsa Shadai
Rasul' and touring the en-
tire village came back at
the same place.

Here the 'Moulana' of
the village Janab Salman
Raza read-out 'Fatia' and

sought blessings for peace
and harmony of all in the
world.

During 'Nimilad Sharif',
Moulana Saheb informed
that this festival is cele-
brated on 12th 'Rabi-al-

Aawal' and on the occasion
of 'Milad-un-nabi' is cele-
brated all over the world.
In the 'julus' taken out the
members of Muslim com-
munity were present in
large number.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Oct 14: The
district police taking strict
action against those in-
volved in practicing 'satta-
patti' (betting) nabbed the
'satta' Kingpin Bharat
Rajput here on Thursday.
He was put inside the
thana and thoroughly in-
terrogated.

Next day he was pro-
duced in the court of SDM
office and failing to get
bail, he was sent to jail. To
ensure that he does not
practice the same thing
again that this action was
taken against the 'Satta'
King- Bharat Rajpur, in-
forms TI Dongargarh
thana Sunrendra

Swarnakar.
As per information in

this regard from the po-
lice, it was on tip from an
informer that action was

taken against Bharat
Singh R/o Radhika Nagar
on charges of illegally gen-
erating money near old
Bus Stand area and for

practicing 'satta' using fig-
ures marked in piece of
papers and asking for bet-
ting by people and writing
'satta-patti'.

The police recovered 1
piece 'Satta-patti', 1 dot
pen, cash of Rs 410 and all
this was seized in front of
witnesses and was taken
into police custody. The ac-
cused Bharat Singh Rajput
has been booked under 4
(K) of Gambling Act.

In the same way, it was
on tip from an informer
that one Roopchand Patel,
R/o Bhurwatola
CHouthana Dongargarh
was arrested on charges of
writing 'satta-patti' and
was booked under section
4 (K) of the Gambling Act.
Police has filed case
against him and taken the
matter under inves-
tigation.

One dies when 
hit by Balgar

Central Chronicle News

Katagi, Oct 14: In a major
accident on Jonk River
bridge in Katgi on
Tuesday, Bhuneshwar
Jatwar in Power Expel
bearing No. CG 22 5361 was
hit by Balgar bearing No.
CG 12 AT 6141 and he died
on the spot.

The family members an-
noyed over the death,
staged chakka-jam on the
bridge and due to which
the traffic on the routes
was badly affected and
there was long queue of
vehicles on either side of
the bridge.

It was on sanction of Rs
25000 to the family mem-
bers of the deceased that
the chakka-jam was called
off. The Police has seized
the Balgar vehicle and its
driver and sent the body of
the deceased for post-

mortem and it was later
handed over to the family
members.

Bijadutir volunteers participate
in ‘Noni Johar’ on IGCD

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Oct 14: Various
programs were organized
by UNICEF on
International Girl Child
Day (IGCD), in which vol-
unteers and activist work-
ing for child right activism
from 22 districts were invit-
ed in a function held at
Hotel Sayaji, Raipur.

The program was main-
ly attended by TS Singhdev,
Health Minister,
Government of
Chhattisgarh, Prem Singh
Tekam, School Education
Minister and the first
woman mountaineer of
Chhattisgarh, Kumari
Naina Dhakad, TV actress
Neha Mehta (Tarah Mehta
Ka Ooltah Chasma) and
many other dignitaries.On
the first day of the pro-
gram the chief guest Dr.
Prem Singh Tekam School
Education Minister,
Chhattisgarh Government,
on the occasion of
National Girl Child Day

"Noni Johar", giving the
message of ending social
discrimination of boys and
girls and connecting them
with the main stream of all
education, gave his address
on technical subjects along
with education.

On the second day of the
program, Honorable Chief
Guest T.S. Singhdev Health
Minister, Chhattisgarh
Government, in his ad-
dress, thanked all the vol-
unteers related to innova-
tion and behavior change
in Chhattisgarh towards
child welfare.Many ac-
tivist or Bijadutir like
Manisha Tamo shared her
personal experience and
awareness related topics in
the forum, ranging from
eradicating superstitious
practices, child malnutri-
tion, health awareness pri-
mary education awareness
etc. In the end, an aware-
ness song in Halbi lan-
guage was presented by
Chaituram Poyam and
Ranjita Nayak.

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Oct 14:
DAV Public School,
Honavandi, Vishrampuri

bagged first place by se-
curing 16 points in the fi-
nals of the 'Kabaddi' tour-
nament of DAV (Cluster)
Divisional-level Sports
Tournament here on
Thursday.

Apart from this Ram
Prasad Netam of the
School came first in the
1500 mts race and Manoj
Kumar Netam of Class
12th secured 3rd place in

the High Jump.
In this way DAV

Vishrampuri School has
secured berth in the state-
level match by gaining
recognition in the cluster-
level matches. It is notable
here that DAV
Vishrampuri is the sole
CBSE English medium
School in the region.

The Principal of the
School B Padmavati has

extended greetings to all
the winning students and
added that if one's talent
gets a platform, then it def-
initely improves a lot.

She also extended greet-
ings to the teachers and
parents of the school chil-
dren and wished them all
the best in the state-level
and national-level games
to be organised in the near
future.

‘Speed up necessary action
including allotment of land’
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Bijapur, Oct 14: During
the meeting with the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, various societies
of the district have been
given the gift of commu-
nity building. Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
met the heads of the soci-
ety and informed in detail
about the sanctioned
amount for the construc-
tion of the community
building.

He also urged for regis-
tration of the society and
providing necessary doc-
uments so that action can
be taken as per the an-

nouncement made by the
Chief Minister.
Necessary directions
were given to the SDM
and Tehsildar to complete
the land allotment pro-
ceedings at the earliest.

Collector Katara in-
formed the heads of socie-
ty in detail about the devel-
opment works being car-
ried out in the district and
discussed the better devel-
opment of the district and
connecting every section
with the ambitious
schemes of the govern-
ment. Various topics in-

cluding education, health,
caste certificate, assis-
tance given to landless
farmers and others were
discussed extensively.

In the meeting, SDM
Bijapur Pawan Kumar
Premi, Tehsildar DR
Dhruv including Gond,
Halba, Dorla, Kanwar,
Christian, Sahu,
Kshatriya, Nishad,
Satnami, Kosaria, Marar,
Pardhan, Telanga, Mahra,
Muslim, Maheshwari and
various social heads and
officials. were present in
the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Oct 14:
Due to inordinate delay in
the construction work
under MGNREGA, the
Sarpanchs of the block
have started maintaining
distance froom the con-
struction works. So in
order to carry out con-
struction work speedily,
the local administration
issued notices to

Sarpanchs and warned
them of taking discipli-
nary action if no re-
sponse is given within
three days.

The issuing of the let-
ter from administration
has led to resentment and
fear among the
Sarpanchs and they are
unable to register protest
even if they wanted to. It
is learnt that failing to get
departmental payment of
the work already done
under MGNREGA, it has
become practically diffi-
cult for them to live re-
spectful life. Sarpanch of
Kotapani is having so
much of pressure to re-
turn the loan amount that
on failing to pay the final
installment of the tractor
taken on loan, the
Company has seized his
tractor.

Notice issued to
Sarpanchs for not 

starting works:
Every Sarpanch has

been granted sanction of
Rs 7 lakh for starting con-
struction work of
'Gouthan' under state gov-
ernment's 'Narwa,
Ghurwa', Gharwa and
Bari' scheme in the block.
The above amount has
been sanctioned 10
months back and till date
the Sarpanchs have nei-
ther got the agreement
done nor started any work.
Prior to this also the
Sarpanchs were issued
verbal otice and isntruc-
tions by the Janpads and
still no action has been
taken by them so far. This
clearly indicates that the
Agencies are not execut-
ing their work properly.

In this regard,

Sarpanchs have been
asked to issue clarification
before the authorities in
person, failing which due
action will be taken by
SDM (Revenue) and for
which they will be held re-
sponsible.
Problem mainly because

of not getting payment on
time: Sarpanch Musara
Musarakala Sarpanch-

Kanwal Nirmalkar in-
formed that the local ad-
ministration is not mak-
ing payments for the
works under MGNREGA
on time and due to some
other problems no con-
struction work is being
carried out. The officers
are pressuring the
Sarpanchs to complete the
work. Apart from delay in
payment under MGNRE-
GA, they are also in high-
debts from material sup-

pliers. Even after valua-
tion and physical verifica-
tion by the administra-
tion, the payment of works
under MGNREGA is not
done for a year's time and
so they are forced to take
loan for the MGNREGA
labourers and all this is
putting lot of mental pres-
sure on Sarpanchs, he
added. Due to non-pay-
ment of works under
MGNREGA by Sarpanch
Gram Kotnapani, he had
to differ payment for his
monthly installment for
tractor taken on loan and
to which the Company
seized for not making pay-
ment on time, Musarakela
Sarpanch informed. Like
this all other Sarpanchs
are also facing problems
and about which they have
verbally informed it to
MLA Daleshwar Sahu.
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p Two booked under
Gambling Act

p Rs 7 lakh sanctioned
10 months back to
each Sarpanch

p Failing to get pay-
ment under MGNRE-
GA causing prob-
lems, says affected
Sarpanchs

p In the DAV 
Cluster-level matches

p Secures berth for
state-level matches

p For construction 
of community 
buildings 

p Collector holds
meeting with heads
of the societies

CEO issues notices to sarpanchs
delaying ‘Gouthan’ works

DAV Vishrampuri students 
bag first place in Kabaddi

On Jonk river bridge

Satta-King Bharat Rajput nabbed red-handed

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Oct 14:
District Collector Doman
Singh here took a meeting
of revenue and district
level officers in the
Collectorate for the imple-
mentation of the instruc-
tions given in the
Collectors conference of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. In the meeting in-
structions were given on
various issues pertaining
to public welfare which in-
cluded compensatory bene-
fit to beneficiaries under
different section.

He said that good work is
being done in the district to
return the amount to the
investors of the chit fund
company and to get back

the amount of investors
from chit fund companies
like YALSCO, Anmol India,
Sahara India, their assets
have to be attached. He also
said that the work of get-
ting the investors back
their money from the chit
fund company should be
expedited and the ADM
and all the SDMs should
keep monitoring continu-
ously. The Collector said
that immediate transfer of
the patwaris who have
stayed at the same place

since 3 years and instruc-
tions were given to the
Revenue Officer, District
CEO and the officers of the
Electricity Department to
improve the working style.
He also said that Godhan
Nyay Yojana is the priority
of the government and
work on a war footing
using dung-based paint in
all schools and to promote
organic farming in the dis-
trict, work has to be done
in clusters.

The Collector said that

as per the instructions of
the Chief Minister, all the
officers and employees
would be present in the of-
fice on time, otherwise ac-
tion would be taken. He
also reviewed various
schemes including Chief
Minister Suposhan Yojana,
Water Conservation, Jal
Shakti Kendra, Amrit
Sarovar, Chief Minister
Tree Plantation Promotion
Scheme, illegal regulariza-
tion, Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiless
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana. Additional
Collector Mr. CL
Markandey, Municipal
Commissioner Dr.
Ashutosh Chaturvedi and
other officials were 
present.

Accelerate the work of getting back investors 
money from chit fund companies:  Collector

Muslims celebrate 
‘Eid-Milad-un-Nabi’

Disability no bar for this rural woman
to showcase her sports talent

Proved her talent by participating in both individual and team sports
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Wearing seat belts must for drivers, passengers

of 4-wheelers in Mumbai from Nov 1
MMuummbbaaii,,  OOcctt  1144  ((PPTTII))::  The
Mumbai police on Friday said
wearing seat belts will be
compulsory for four-wheeler
drivers and co-passengers in
the metropolis from
November 1. The traffic wing
of the city police, in a state-
ment, has instructed all
motorists and vehicle owners

to install seat belt facility in
four-wheelers before
November 1 and warned of
action against violators. After
November 1, all motor vehicle
drivers and passengers trav-
elling in four-wheelers on
Mumbai roads will have to
compulsorily wear seat belts,
an official said. Strict action

will be taken against violators
under section 194 (B) (1) of
the Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act, he said. As
per the provision of the Act,
whoever drives a motor vehi-
cle without wearing a safety
belt or carries passengers not
wearing seat belts shall be
punished.

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI) 

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi on
Friday sought to know from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi why inflation and un-
employment were at a high
and said the government
will have to answer these

questions. “Why is inflation
at a 35-year HIGH? Why is
unemployment at a 45-year
HIGH? Why are ‘Parathas’
being taxed at 18% GST?
Why are farm tractors being
taxed at 12% GST?

“Bharat Jodo Yatra will
keep asking you these ques-
tions and more, Prime

Minister. You will have to an-
swer,” Gandhi said on
Twitter. The Congress leader
is currently in Karnataka as
part of the Bharat Jodo
Yatra being taken out from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir to
highlight issues such as cor-
ruption, price rise, and un-
employment.

Navi Mumbai cop accused of bribery in dowry harassment case acquitted
Thane, Oct 14 (PTI) 

A Navi Mumbai police
sub inspector accused of
seeking a bribe in a dowry
harassment case and
charged under the
Prevention of Corruption
Act was acquitted by a
local court.

Special Judge Rachna
Tehra, in her order of

October 3, the details of
which were made avail-
able on Friday, said the
prosecution had failed to
prove the charges against
PSI Sub Inspector Sudhir
Bhausaheb Yadav (48).

Yadav, who was at-
tached to Nerul police sta-
tion, was accused in May
2012 of taking a bribe of
Rs 1 lakh to favour a man

accused of dowry harass-
ment by his second wife.

The order said the evi-
dence of the panch wit-
ness was silent on point of
demand of money in his
presence and, therefore,
the prosecution is “not
able to prove the demand
of bribe by the accused
beyond reasonable
doubt”.

Monsoon begins retreating from Jharkhand
Ranchi, Oct 14 (PTI) 

The southwest monsoon
began retreating from
Jharkhand on Friday, just
two days behind its nor-
mal date, a weather de-
partment official said.

The normal date for
withdrawal of monsoon
from Jharkhand is
October 12. It arrived in

Jharkhand on June 18 and
retreated from northwest
parts of the state on
Friday. It is likely to with-
draw from entire
Jharkhand within 72
hours, the official said.

“Monsoon has with-
drawn from Garhwa,
Palamu, Latehar, Chatra,
Hazaribag and Koderma
today (Friday). Conditions

are favourable for further
withdrawal of the south-
west monsoon from re-
maining parts of
Jharkhand during the
next three days,”
Abhishek Anand, the in-
charge of Ranchi
Meteorological Centre,
told PTI. There was 20 per
cent rainfall deficit in the
state this year, he said.

Sikkim working on new disaster
risk reduction framework: CM

Gangtok, Oct 14 (PTI) 

Sikkim Chief Minister
Prem Singh Tamang on
Friday said his govern-
ment was working on a
new disaster risk reduc-
tion framework with other
Himalayan states to deal
with natural calamities.

The mountain states
have their own perils and
hazards, which are very
different from the plains,
and the frequent occur-
rence of landslides was a
perennial phenomenon af-
fecting the livelihood,
transport, communication
and other aspects of the lo-

cals, he said.
“The state government

is continuously working
together with all the
Himalayan states and
other stakeholders to es-
tablish a new disaster risk
reduction framework for
the region in order to deal
with natural disasters,”
Tamang said, addressing a
conclave here.

Sikkim alone incurs
huge losses every year due
to landslides, which can-
not be avoided, as the state
is located in the
Himalayan mountain
range, the CM said.

Earlier this week, heavy

rain triggered multiple
landslides in Sikkim,
snapping road connectivi-
ty between Gangtok and
West Bengal, officials said.

Tamang said the loss of
forest cover weakens na-
ture’s ability to withstand
extreme weather condi-
tions, and all stakeholders
should collectively work to
protect the ecosystem, and
invest more on environ-
mental and climate re-
silience. The Sikkim gov-
ernment has taken neces-
sary steps to protect the
environment by imple-
menting various policies,
the chief minister added.

BJP’s Murji Patel, Uddhav-led Sena’s Rutuja Latke file
nominations for high-stakes Andheri East Assembly bypoll
Mumbai, Oct 14 (PTI) 

The BJP’s Murji Patel
and the Shiv Sena Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray
party’s Rutuja Latke on
Friday filed nomination
papers for the November 3
Andheri East Assembly
byelection in the city.

It will be the first
Assembly byelection after
the collapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment in Maharashtra in
June, making it a litmus
test of his faction’s hold
over the Sena’s votebank
in Mumbai.

Both the BJP and
Thackeray-led Sena staged
shows of strength as their
respective candidates filed
nomination papers.

The byelection was ne-
cessitated due to the death
of Rutuja Latke’s hus-
band and incumbent Shiv
Sena MLA Ramesh Latke.

Friday was the last day
of filing nominations.

A victory for the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
party would mean sup-
port for him among the
Sena’s voters is intact and

also that the votes of
Congress and Nationalist
Congress Party,
Thackeray’s allies in the
Maha Vikas Aghadi, are
transferable.

A defeat, on the other
hand, would be a further
setback for Thackeray
after 40 MLAs led by
Eknath Shinde — now
chief minister — and 12
party MPs deserted him
in June.

Rutuja Latke, a
B r i h a n m u m b a i
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) employee, had ap-

proached the Bombay
High Court after the civic
body refused to accept her
resignation. She could not
have filed her nomination
until the resignation was
accepted.

The Bombay High
Court on Thursday or-
dered the BMC to accept
Latke’s resignation.

On Friday, the BMC ac-
cepted the resignation,
paving the way for her to
file her nomination pa-
pers.

Besides the NCP and
Congress, even the

Communist Party of
India has pledged support
to Latke.

Senior leaders of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi took
out a march before she
filed nomination papers.

Aaditya Thackeray,
leader of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Sena, said
he was 100 per cent confi-
dent that Latke will get
the votes of MVA con-
stituents.

There was pressure on
the BMC not to accept her
resignation, he alleged.

“There is anger among
people about the way a
woman (Latke) was trou-
bled. Be it the BMC or
state government, the at-
tempt was to ensure that
she doesn’t contest,” he
said.

Other leaders of the
Thackeray faction includ-
ing Anil Parab and MPs
Priyanka Chaturvedi and
Gajanan Kirtikar too
were part of the march.
Mumbai Congress presi-
dent Bhai Jagtap and sen-
ior NCP leader Dilip
Walse-Patil were also
present.

BJP brought development to Tripura, all
other parties unleashed violence: CM

Agartala, Oct 14 (PTI) 

Asserting that the BJP-
led government in Tripura
has ushered in many devel-
opment initiatives since
2018, Tripura Chief
Minister Manik Saha on
Saturday urged people to
cast their votes in favour of
the BJP in Assembly polls
next year “as all other par-
ties have a long history of
political violence”. Saha,
addressing a rally after in-
augurating BJP’s Unakoti

district office at
Kailashahar, claimed that
people of the state have only
“witnessed killings and at-
tacks” during the 35 years of
CPI(M) rule. “You should
also not forget the days of
horror during the rule of
the Congress-led coalition
government in the state,
and the waves of terror that
the TMC has unleashed in
neighbouring West Bengal,”
the CM stated.

BJP state president Rajib
Bhattacharjee, party in-

charge of Tripura, Mahesh
Sharma, and the party’s
general secretary (Assam
and Tripura, Phanindra
Nath Sarma, were among
those present at the event.
“The only option for people
is the BJP, guided by leaders
like Narendra Modi, Amit
Shah and JP Nadda. The
saffron party, which doesn’t
believe in terror, has been
working for the betterment
of the state and its people
since it came to power 
in 2018.

Gyanvapi mosque case: Varanasi court
rejects plea for carbon dating of ‘Shivling’

Varanasi (UP), Oct 14 (PTI) 

A Varanasi court on
Friday rejected the plea
for carbon dating of what
is claimed to be a ‘shivling’
in the Gyanvapi mosque
premises, a government
counsel said.

District Judge AK
Vishvesha turned down
the Hindu petitioners’ plea
seeking scientific investi-
gation and carbon dating
of the ‘shivling’, citing
Supreme Court directives
for its safe keeping so that
no tampering can be done,
said government counsel
Rana Sanjiv Singh.

After completion of
hearing of the Hindu side
and the mosque commit-
tee on Tuesday, the district
court had decided to pro-
nounce its verdict on
October 14.

The court said in view of
the SC rulings and keep-
ing public sentiments in
mind, the carbon dating
cannot be allowed and the
“wazookhana” will re-
main sealed, said Shivam
Gaur, lawyer from the
Hindu side.

Four of the five Hindu
parties had sought carbon
dating of the ‘Shivling’
found during a court-man-
dated videography survey
of the mosque premises

close to the “wa-
zookhana”, a small reser-
voir used by Muslim devo-
tees to perform ritual ablu-
tions before offering
Namaz.

The mosque manage-
ment committee claims
that the structure is not a
‘shivling’ but a part of the
“wazookhana” reservoir
system.

Advocate Mumtaz
Ahmed, who appeared for
the Muslim side, had earli-

er said they have told the
court that carbon dating
cannot be done.

If the object gets dam-
aged in the name of car-
bon dating, it amounts to
defiance of the Supreme
Court order, he had said.

The Muslim side had
also contended that the SC
had asked the Varanasi
district magistrate to keep
the object safe and in such
a situation, getting it ex-
amined cannot be justi-

fied. The Muslim side had
also opined that the origi-
nal case is about the wor-
ship of Shringar Gauri
while the structure in the
mosque has nothing to do
with it.

In such a condition, nei-
ther any investigation can
be done by the
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l
Department nor a legal re-
port be called after con-
ducting a scientific inves-
tigation, they had said.

FLOODED STREET

A toy-seller wades through a flooded street after rise in the water levels of Ganga and Yamuna rivers following

rainfall, at Sangam in Prayagraj, Friday.

LOCALS SHIFT 

Locals living on the banks of Brahmaputra river, with their belongings shift to a safer

place following erosion, at Murkata village in Morigaon district, Friday.

BRIEF

Rajasthan CJ
 Jaipur: Governor

Kalraj Mishra admin-
istered the oath of of-
fice to Justice Pankaj
Mithal as the new
Chief Justice of
Rajasthan High Court
during a brief cere-
mony at Raj Bhavan
here on Friday.
Rajasthan Chief min-
ister Ashok Gehlot, as-
sembly speaker CP
Joshi, leader of oppo-
sition Gulab Chand
Kataria, ministers
and judges of the high
court were present on
the occasion. Justice
Mithal was the Chief
Justice of the Jammu
and Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court
before being trans-
ferred to Rajasthan.

Explosives goes off
 Prayagraj (UP): Two

people were injured
when explosives meant
to target wild boars
went off here on Friday,
police said. Senior
Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Sailesh
Kumar Pandey said the
locals often plant small
metal boxes with mild
explosives in the wild
to hunt wild boars and
sometimes they get in-
jured by it. The inci-
dent occurred atop a
hillock under Meja
Police station area, he
said, adding the injured
have been admitted to
hospital and police are
investigating the mat-
ter.

Pistols recovered
 Chandigarh: The

Punjab Police on
Friday said it has re-
covered six pistols, in-
cluding two foreign-
made, from different lo-
cations acting on the in-
formation given by two
jailed gangsters. The
seized cache had an
Austrian-made 9mm
Glock pistol, a made in
China CF-98 pistol, and
four .315 bore country-
made pistols with 12
live cartridges, said
Deputy Inspector
General of Police (DIG)
Ropar Range-cum-Anti-
Gangster Task Force
(AGTF) Gurpreet Singh
Bhullar. Bhullar said
that the CF-98 pistol
and two .315 bore pis-
tols were seized at the
instance of gangster
Taranjot Singh alias
Tanna from his friend’s
house in Lopoke,
Amritsar.

Couple beaten
 Guna (MP): A couple

was tied to a pole and
thrashed by people for
allegedly attempting to
abduct a 13-year-old
girl at a village in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Guna district on
Friday, police said. The
incident took place in
Laharcha village in
the district in the
morning, when the
girl was on her way to
a coaching class, an of-
ficial said. The couple
allegedly tried to kid-
nap the girl, but she
managed to escape and
rushed home to tell
her parents about it,
he said. When the
girl’s father was taking
her to school on a mo-
torcycle later, she spot-
ted the couple on
Binaganj road and
raised an alarm, the of-
ficial said. The girl’s fa-
ther and other vil-
lagers caught hold of
the couple, tied them
to a pole and thrashed
them.

Rajasthan Governor
Kalraj Mishra administers
the oath to justice Pankaj
Mittal as Chief Justice of
Rajasthan High Court at
Raj Bhawan in Jaipur,
Friday.

Muslim devotees come out of Gyanvapi mosque after offering Friday prayers amid tight
security arrangements, in Varanasi, Friday.

New Delhi, Oct 14: 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
chair a meeting of the
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research
Society here on Saturday.

During a press confer-
ence, Science and
Technology Minister

Jitendra Singh said this
is the third year of the
CSIR Society and the
meeting is of special sig-
nificance as it marks 80
years of the establish-
ment of the council.

About the agenda of
the meeting, Singh said a
presentation about the
various activities of the

CSIR would be made in
front of the prime minis-
ter and his suggestions
would be sought on the
way forward.

The meeting would
also see participation
from Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, 13 secre-
taries of Union min-

istries, including all sec-
retaries of science-based
ministries.

CMDs of four public
sector undertakings,
NTPC, BHEL, GAIL and
HAL, three industry lead-
ers and 12 academia and
scientific community
members would also par-
ticipate in the meeting.

PM Modi will have to answer questions on
inflation, unemployment: Rahul

Modi  to chair CSIR meet



NATIONAL CONVENTION OF INDIAN JEWS

Indian-origin Jews in Israel participate in the sixth National Convention of Indian Jews, in Petah Tikva, Friday.
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Seoul, Oct 14 (AP):

North Korea early
on Friday fired an ad-
ditional ballistic mis-
sile and 170 rounds of
artillery shells to-
ward the sea and flew
warplanes near the
tense border with
South Korea, further
raising animosities
triggered by the
North’s recent bar-
rage of weapons tests.

The North Korean
moves suggest it is re-
viving an old play-
book of stoking fears
of war with provoca-
tive weapons tests be-
fore it seeks to win
greater concessions
from its rivals.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in
a statement the short-
range missile lifted
off from the North’s
capital region at 1:49
am Friday (1649 GMT
Thursday; 12:49 p.m.
EDT Thursday) and
flew toward its east-
ern waters.

It was North
Korea’s 15th missile
launch since it re-
sumed its testing ac-
tivities on September
25. North Korea said
Monday its recent
missile tests were
simulations of nu-
clear strikes on South
Korean and US tar-
gets in response to
their “dangerous”
military exercises in-

volving a US aircraft
carrier.

After the latest mis-
sile test, North Korea
fired 130 rounds of
shells off its west
coast and 40 rounds
off its east coast.

The shells fell in-
side maritime buffer
zones the two Koreas
established under a
2018 inter-Korean
agreement on reduc-
ing tensions, thus vio-
lating the accord,
South Korea’s mili-
tary said.

North Korea sepa-
rately flew warplanes,
presumably 10 air-
craft, near the rivals’
border late Thursday
and early Friday,
prompting South
Korea to scramble
fighter jets. There
were no reports of

clashes between the
two countries.

South Korean
President Yoon Suk
Yeol said North
Korea’s provocations
are becoming “indis-
criminative’” but that
his country has mas-
sive retaliation capa-
bilities that can deter
actual North Korean
assaults to some ex-
tent.

“The decision to at-
tack can’t be made
without a willingness
to risk a brutal out-
come,” Yoon told re-
porters. “The massive
punishment and re-
taliation strategy,

which is the final step
of our three-axis
strategy, would be a
considerable psycho-
logical and social de-
terrence (for the
North).”

Maj. Gen. Kang Ho
Pil of the South
Korean Joint Chiefs
of Staff later said in a
televised statement
that South Korea is-
sued “a stern warn-
ing to (North Korea)
to immediately halt”
its weapons tests. He
said South Korea has
the ability to deliver
an “overwhelming re-
sponse” to any North
Korean provocations.

South Korea’s
Foreign Ministry said
Friday it imposed
sanctions on 15 North
Korean individuals
and 16 organisations
suspected of involve-
ment in illicit activi-
ties to finance North
Korea’s nuclear
weapons and missile
programs. They were
Seoul’s first unilater-
al sanctions on North
Korea in five years,
but observers say
they are a symbolic
step because the two
Koreas have little fi-
nancial dealings be-
tween them.

NKorea fires missile and shells,
further inflaming tensions

London, Oct 14 (PTI):

The free trade agreement
(FTA) negotiations with
India are no longer working
towards a Diwali deadline,
UK Trade Secretary Kemi
Badenoch has confirmed.

During a visit to a Scotch
whisky distillery on
Thursday, the Cabinet minis-
ter in charge of the FTA ne-
gotiations at the Department
for International Trade (DIT)
said the deal being lined up
with India would bring great
wins for the industry as the
steep tariffs of up to 150 per
cent are set to be slashed.

However, while the negoti-
ations are progressing well,
signing a draft agreement by
October 24 is no longer the
goal.

“We are close. We’re still
working on a deal. One of the
things that has changed is
that we are no longer work-
ing to the Diwali deadline,”
Badenoch told the BBC.

“We’ve closed a lot of
chapters (the sections for
the negotiating text). The
negotiations are progress-
ing well. But we want to
focus on the quality of the
deal rather than the speed
of the deal. Given the
changes that have taken
place not just in govern-
ment but the mourning pe-
riod (for the Queen) and so
on, it makes sense for us to
focus on the deal rather
than the day,” she said.

This marks the first offi-

cial confirmation that both
sides are no longer consider-
ing Diwali as the closing date
for the majority of the deal,
with the DIT previously only
saying that the government
“won’t sacrifice quality for
speed”. The Diwali timeline
had been announced by for-
mer Prime Minister Boris
Johnson during his India
visit in April and it was
widely expected that it would
prove a tight deadline given
the political upheaval that
followed in the UK. Home
Secretary Suella
Braverman’s recent com-
ments raising concerns over
the prospect of visa conces-
sions for India as part of an
FTA were also seen as throw-
ing the talks off-track.

“As we line up deals with
huge markets around the
globe, including India and
CPTPP (Comprehensive
and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership), I can’t
wait to celebrate the even

greater wins which lie
ahead,” said Badenoch, dur-
ing her visit to the
Glenkinchie Distillery in
Scotland. She pointed out
that the UK has unlocked ex-
port markets worth over
GBP 100 million by smashing
trade barriers that deterred
alcohol sales to multiple
countries across South
America and Africa. Her de-
partment said the FTA being
negotiated could lower tar-
iffs and simplify other issues
like customs to help Scottish
distilleries sell more to India.
The UK exported GBP 146
million worth of whisky to
India last year from distiller-
ies such as Glenkinchie but
faced steep tariffs of up to
150 per cent. With India fore-
cast to become the world’s
third-largest economy with a

middle class of a quarter of
a billion by 2050, any greater
access to the market could be
hugely significant for UK
businesses, DIT noted.

“Securing a deal with
India to reduce the 150 per
cent tariff on Scotch Whisky
is the industry’s top interna-
tional trade priority,” said
Mark Kent, CEO of Scotch
Whisky Association.

“We want to see a deal
agreed, but not any deal. To
deliver for the industry, any
agreement must open up the
market to more Scotch
whisky producers, which
will in turn generate hun-
dreds of new jobs across the
UK, hundreds of millions of
pounds of additional ex-
ports, and boost investment
and revenue in India,” he
said.

No longer working to Diwali deadline for
India trade pact, says UK trade minister

Canberra, Oct 14 (AP):

Homes were flooded in
Melbourne and other
cities in Australia’s south-
east on Friday with rivers
forecast to remain danger-
ously high for days.

About 70 residents were
told to leave the suburb of
Maribyrnong in
Melbourne’s northwest,
along with hundreds in
the Victoria state cities of
Benalla and Wedderburn,
authorities said.

Melbourne is
Australia’s second-most
populous city with 5 mil-
lion people.

About 500 homes in
Victoria were flooded and
another 500 had been iso-
lated by floodwater,
Victoria Premier Daniel
Andrews said. Those num-
bers would increase, he
said.

Most of the state was ex-
periencing a “very, very,
significant rainfall event
and it comes, of course,
with the ground complete-
ly sodden,” Andrews said.

“The real challenge now

is we’ve got another rain
event next week and the
Bureau (of Meteorology)
forecasting more rain
throughout the next six-to-
eight week period and it
won’t take a lot of addi-
tional water for there to be
further flood events,”
Andrews added. “So this
has only just started and
it’s going to be with us for
a while.”

Andrews said 4,700
homes were without
power, more than the 3,500
that Victoria State
Emergency Service had
reported earlier on Friday.

The Bureau of
Meteorology said major-
to-record flooding was oc-
curring or was forecast to
occur on many rivers in
Victoria and the island
state of Tasmania to the

south.
North of Victoria, mod-

erate-to-major flooding
was occurring along sever-
al rivers in inland New
South Wales state, the bu-
reau said.

A 63-year-old man was
reported missing in flood-
water in New South Wales
on Tuesday and a person
was reported missing in
central Victoria on Friday,
officials said. No details of
the person missing from
the Victorian town of
Newbridge have been re-
leased.

Police on Tuesday found
the body of a 46-year-old
man in his submerged car
in floodwater near the
New South Wales city of
Bathurst, west of Sydney,
a day after he died.

The State Emergency
Service said it had carried
out 108 flood rescues in
Victoria in the past 48
hours.

State Emergency
Service commander Josh
Gamble said complacency
was the main reason for
people getting into trouble.

Homes inundated by swollen
rivers in Australian floods

A woman is rescued from floodwater in Melbourne,
Australia’s suburb of Maribyrnong, Friday, Oct. 14. Rivers
across Australia’s most populous states, New South Wales
and Victoria, and the island state of Tasmania were rising
dangerously with catchments soaked by months of above-
average

A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea’s military
exercise during a news program at the Seoul Railway
Station in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Oct. 14.

Kajal Chatterjee

S ourav Ganguly. Surely the most conspired cricketer in the history
of the game. Just a single failure in his debut ODI innings in 1991-

92 ---  expulsion from the national squad for 4 years. Immediately after re-
turning from Zimbabwe by winning the Test series (2-0) and cracking a
century at Bulawayo in 2005, he was sacked from captaincy. When he was
reigning as the highest run scorer of the Indian Test team (between
December 2006 to mid 2008) and playing in the best form of his life; he
was forced to call it the day even after averaging 54 in his last Test series
against Australia due to his "sin" of getting "aged". However, Tendulkar-
Dravid-Laxman of the same age-group were not only retained, they were
even assured that they can retire on their own terms. After 13 years of
that ugly episode, the anti-Wriddhiman Saha lobby was also seen to cite
the very same "age" factor to exterminate the world's best wicket keeper
though they were absolutely silent about others of the same age-group!
And who was the BCCI President during the "Throw Out 'Old' Saha" con-
spiracy. None other than Sourav Ganguly --- what an irony.  Since Ganguly
had to pass through the fire of discrimination throughout his cricketing ca-
reer, it was expected that he would feel the pain of the marginalised ones
and render justice to the players as BCCI boss. But far from preventing the
marginalisation of Saha, actually it was none other than Ganguly who had
initiated that "Throw Out Saha" game.  Following an extraordinary per-
formance in 2019 Pune Test against South Africa when all were showering
praise upon Saha; Ganguly as President-elect ridiculously stated that
Saha would have to score runs as well in the front of  the wicket if he de-
sires to have a long innings for India and also challenged him to score a
century in the forthcoming Ranchi Test as if to "prove his worth". Now, is
there even a single specialist batsman in the world who can come up with
a  century in every Test he plays. If a wicketkeeper comes out to bat be-
tween 7th and 9th position and averages more than 30, it is nothing but
highly commendable. Yet how could he challenge Saha to score a century
in the very next Test. Simultaneously, despite functioning as the BCCI
President, Sourav also used to publicly bat for Rishabh Pant resembling
the latter's "campaign manager" when that highest post demanded ab-
solute neutrality from him. Sourav's casual comments indirectly granted a
licence to the selectors/team management to exclude Saha if he doesn't
come up with a century or at least half century in every Test. And the team
management had exploited that very opportunity and pampered Pant to
the full. Yes, Sourav Ganguly's loose comment on highly successful
Wriddhiman Saha played a major role behind his regular exclusion from
the first eleven after the former donned the top post. And thereafter came
a rare opportunity for Saha to don the gloves during the home series
against New Zealand in November 2021 following the rest awarded to
Pant. And it required an unbeaten innings of 61 by Saha to somehow save
the Kanpur Test for India, that too when he was in acute pain due to stiff
neck. Yet, what a cold-blooded negligence and belittlement of Saha by a
representative of the team management that too when that Kanpur Test
was still alive. Yes, the then batting coach Vikram Rathour scandalously
delivered the ultimatum that when Pant would be available, Saha would
have to yield place to him as the latter is playing in the era of "extremely
special player".  Saha had 3 Test centuries under his belt and many half
centuries. And most of the crucial Saha innings being either Test winning
or saving. That Pant is a better batsman than Saha is nothing but a
shrewdly generated myth.  And just notice the crassness through which
the team management had transmitted such a negative message to Saha
by publicly declaring that he should not expect a berth in the first eleven
till Pant remains in the scene. Though official stance always remain
"Everybody eligible for selection depending upon performance"; but in re-
spect of Saha, even that facade got relegated to oblivion. What a "re-
ward" given to Saha for his "sin" of lifting India's fortunes despite endur-
ing the pain of a stiff neck! No wonder why Saha has been robbed of his
place in the team as "second wicket keeper" also.  Despite the fig leaf of "
No BCCI President has got two successive terms "; the fact remains that
Ganguly has been sacked from the BCCI in an extremely unhonorable
fashion, that too with a foul odour of political vendetta. Certainly, the
cricketing legend, whose contribution both as a player and a captain, did-
n't deserve this. But the best wicketkeeper of current world Wriddhiman
Saha also doesn't deserve to ply his trade in domestic arena only, that too
for minnows Tripura when he should have been playing in the first eleven
for the Indian national team in all formats of the game with head held
high.  Yes,  cricket lovers will fondly remember and recollect the skills and
contribution of the illustrious player-cum-captain for long time to come;
but they will simultaneously never forget and forgive the role of Sourav
Ganguly as the BCCI President revolving the annihilation of the interna-
tional cricketing career of Great Wriddhiman Saha. 
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Horrible black 
magic killing?

In the midst of the twenty-
first century, I have been left
speechless to read the report of
the Kerala 'human sacrifice'
case: 61 packets of body parts
found. One would have usually
expected such a dreadful inci-
dent to have taken place in areas
that are economically backward
and whose citizens lack educa-
tion. But how is it possible even
in a 100% literate State and po-
litically and socially conscious
state where there are few who
believe in black magic? As per
media report Mohammed Shafi
(a psychopath and sexual per-
vert is named in 10 cases and
the crimes include theft and at-
tempted murder over the past
decade), the 52-year-old main
accused in the brutal murder of
two women in Kerala’s
Elanthoor in an alleged occult
ritual for prosperity, with his two
associates (Bhagaval Singh and
his wife Laila) to win their confi-
dence and committed the crime.
People wonder that is not in this
case judiciary should hang their
heads in shame, due to their
slackness in this case given such
a hardcore criminal was roam-
ing free in our society and live
among us to perpetrate more
crimes? If there is a loophole in
laws in the country, then new
laws should be enacted to curb
such bizarre practices. The gov-
ernment has to send out a clear
message if this is to be curbed.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Hoping against hope
It seems unbelievable that

faced with the challenges of
slowing growth rate and high in-
flation, Nirmala has pronounced
that the Budget would be 'very
carefully structured' to help the
economy sustain growth mo-
mentum and rein in prices, even
as she has identified high energy
prices among the biggest prob-
lems facing the economy. All this
comes amid the fact that almost
all institutional bodies (including
the IMF and RBI), apart from var-
ious subject experts, have cut
their projections for India’s GDP
growth in the current FY 2022-23
based on RBI’s tighter monetary
policy hugely denting demand
and the economy facing head-
winds from a global slowdown.
Achieving the desired level of
economic growth vis-a-vis rein-
ing in inflation remain inversely
related and it may be a
Herculean task to strike any wor-
thy balance between the two.

KKuummaarr  GGuupptt,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Binny as BCCI chief
It is a pleasure to learn that

cricketer Roger Binny is set to
take over as president of BCCI. A
member of the Indian cricket
team that won the 1983 World
Cup, Binny played an important
role by taking 18 wickets in the
tournament. Hopefully, he will
be responsive to the require-
ments and demands of the up-
coming cricketers representing
various teams in different for-
mats of the game.

KKrriisshhaann  KKaanntt  SSoooodd,,  NNaannggaall
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A girl collects drinking water from a hand pump at a waterlogged area after rains, in Morigaon district, Friday.

AFTERMATH OF RAINS

A cloud of uncertainty hangs over the proposed India-UK free trade
agreement (FTA) which is in its final stages as the UK seems to insist

on restrictive policies on migration. Data localisation and UK companies
being  allowed  to  bid  for  Indian government contracts are among the is-
sues causing a possible deadlock in the final stages of  the FTA negotia-
tions. A deadline was set to complete the draft by Diwali, an important
Indian festival, falling this year on October 24. But, two key "sticking
points" to a comprehensive deal are data localisation rules that prevent
foreign companies taking data out of India and allowing the UK firms to
bid for public sector contracts. The likelihood of a so-called "thin" trade
deal within the symbolic Diwali deadline and a bigger deal at a later stage
appears like a more likely outcome at the moment. The stumbling block
has been created by the Department for International Trade (DIT), which
has reiterated the British government stance that any FTA would be
agreed only if it meets the UK's interests. An indication to this   effect
came   from   UK   Trade   Secretary Kemi Badenoch. "We remain clear that
we won't sacrifice quality for speed and will only sign when we have a
deal that meets the UK's interests,” a UK government spokesperson said
this week, without mincing words. It follows a week of controversial inter-
ventions that cast a shadow over the prospect of a wide-ranging bilateral
trade agreement, with Indian-origin  UK  Home  Secretary  Suella
Braverman expressing reservations over New Delhi being offered some
sort of open borders visa concessions. She said in clear terms that India-
UK FTA can’t happen if  it means more Indians in Britain. India, on its part,
has strongly countered the Braverman's claims that a Migration and
Mobility Partnership (MMP) between the two countries had not "worked
very well" in tackling  visa  over  stayers.  Strategic  experts suggested
that the wrangles may well end up in a diluted trade pact. They say
whether in a thin deal or a thick one, if the UK insists on restrictive policies
on migration, India should walk away. In view of  this uncertainty,  the
prospect  of   Prime  Minister Narendra Modi's UK visit towards the end of
the month to sign an FTA draft around Diwali is also seen as shaky at this
stage. It now appears likely that the prospective UK-India FTA under the
Liz Truss government will not be as substantive nor as comprehensive as
envisaged by the previous Boris Johnson government, as negotiations on
key issues of mobility/migration and tariffs can be expected to continue
towards a non-time bound second-phase of the  agreement.  But,  it  will
still  enable  both governments to claim political victory, even though its
economic impact may not be as per expectations.The Diwali timeline for
an FTA was announced enthusiastically by former prime minister Johnson
during his visit to India in April. The governing Conservative Party in the
UK has since been thrown into  turmoil  and  his  embattled  successor  at
Downing Street, Liz Truss, is believed to be very keen to score her big win
by clinching a trade deal with one of the world's fastest growing
economies a process she had initiated as former trade secretary.The focus
of  the FTA negotiations is on reducing the barriers to trade, cutting tariffs,
and supporting easier  imports  and  exports  into  each  other's markets.
According to official UK government data, India-UK bilateral trade cur-
rently stands at around GBP 24.3 billion a year and the aim is for that to be
atleast doubled by 2030.

Uncertainty over 
India-UK FTA

This is not Cricket 
C limate finance is a keystone

of global assistance to deal
with climate change-related risks.
It is based on the narrative that cli-
mate change is deadly and expen-
sive and that those least responsi-
ble for causing it are being hardest
hit. Accelerating climate finance to
deal with climate change-related
risk remains a key challenge in
many developing countries, in-
cluding India. The UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) involves a group of rich
and developed countries to sup-
port financial assistance to devel-
oping nations to deal with climate
change. The Fifth Assessment
Report (AR5) of IPCC (2014) con-
firmed India's high vulnerability
and exposure to climate change. It
has also advocated that climate
change will slow India's economic
growth, impact health and devel-
opment, make poverty reduction
more difficult and diminish food
security. 

In Intended Nationally
Determined Contribution (INDC),
India has set a figure of USD 2.5 tril-
lion (at 2014-15 prices) as its price
for attaining its mitigation and
adaptation targets by 2030. Apart
from making budgetary alloca-
tions, the government sustains cli-
mate action through cuts in subsi-
dies, increases in taxes on petrole-
um and diesel, market mechanisms

such as Perform Achieve and Trade
(PAT) and Renewable Energy
Certificates (RECs) and regulatory
regimes such as Renewable
Purchase Obligations (RPOs).
However, with high inflation and
slowing growth, the country faces
various major challenges like
poverty, health, education, sanitiza-
tion, corruption and gender differ-
ences which hinder the climate
change goal. Since climate change
actions have started, the finance
approach has been discussed with
due consideration.

The 1992 Rio earth summit can
be called the pioneer in the climate
finance regime as it started the in-
stitutional mechanism through the
Global environmental facility. The
World Economic Forum (2020) esti-
mated that about $5.7 trillion will
require annually in green infra-
structure by 2020 to combat cli-
mate change. The existing com-
mitment of $100 billion annually is
only a small piece of the $5.7 tril-
lion mystery. For that reason, fi-
nancial support is needed to meet
the investment needs in 2020 and
beyond for mitigation and adapta-
tion. It is also imperative to support
developing countries to build flexi-
bility to worsen climate impacts
and to catalysing private sector cli-
mate investment. 

Climate Finance is needed to
change the world's economy to a
low-carbon path, as direct govern-
ment financial support is inade-
quate in these countries. Following
global funding bodies were estab-
lished to limit greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions in developing
countries which aimed to help vul-
nerable societies adapt to the in-
evitable impacts of climate change.
To combat the impacts of climate
change and to achieve the low-car-
bon transition the country requires
USD 3.8 trillion annually between
2016 and 2050, for mitigation in-

vestments alone (IPCC 2018).
Further, the estimations of adapta-
tion costs are up to USD 180 billion
annually between 2020 and 2030.

India has promised to spend
USD 100 billion on clean energy
over five years. The Smart Cities
and Smart Mobility plan together
with policies like Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of Hybrid and
Electric Vehicles (FAME-II) would
ensure that India embarks on sus-
tainable transport growth. India
pledged to reduce its emissions in-
tensity by 33-35% over 2005 levels
at Paris COP21. To achieve these
targets, it requires producing a
minimum of 40% of its energy
from renewable and sequestering
additional 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of
CO2 eq through afforestation by
2030. The Climate Action Tracker
hailed the compatible actions and
efforts of India to combat emis-
sions to limit global warming to 2
degrees celsius. 

Although India is loyal to its com-
mitments till 2030, it requires long-
term goals for sustainable, equi-
table and carbon-free growth to fol-
low a 1.5-degree celsius path.
Through the flow of technology, pol-
icy, financial and social actions
these pledges can be achieved and
it would help to gain political sup-
port for better mitigation and set-
ting net-zero targets. The Finance
Minister of India urged the ad-
vanced economies to scale up their
commitments to climate finance
and transfer of technologies which
are important for achieving climate-
related commitments and goals. 

The largest source of climate fi-
nancing in India is public funding,
which is routed through budgetary
allocation and several funds and
schemes related to climate change
established by the Government of
India such as the National Clean
Energy Fund (NCEF) and National
Adaptation Fund (NAF). However,

public funding in India is inade-
quate and misused. Under Paris
Accord, India has committed to re-
ducing its carbon emission intensi-
ty emission per unit of GDP by 33-
35%. To achieve these targets and
build its renewable capacity India
requires huge climate finance. At
present, the country's Green Bond
market is in the initial stage which
indicates the need to explore more
options for climate financing. In
India, banks and non-banking fi-
nancial companies have a low de-
sire for long-term liability due to a
mismatch of asset liability. Along
with problems arising out of cli-
mate change, India also faces tradi-
tional problems like poverty, pollu-
tion, education and skill gaps etc.

The Government of India approx-
imately spends 2.6% of its GDP on
climate adaptation but still falls
short by USD 38 billion
(https://dea.gov.in/). India has al-
ways said that it follows the
"Vasudaiva kutumbakam" (the
world is one family) mantra and is
fully committed towards climate
change action. India's Intended
Nationally Determined
Contributions (INDCs) under UN-
FCCC to reduce the GHG emissions
intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 per
cent by 2030 from the 2005 level. 

To achieve about 40 per cent of
electric power installed capacity
coming from non-fossil fuel-based
energy resources by 2030. To
achieve this, it has been continu-
ously building on its climate fi-
nance mechanisms. The establish-
ment of the Climate change fi-
nance unit in 2011 in the Finance
Ministry gave shape to the climate
finance mechanism. The NITI
Aayog is primarily responsible for
the estimation of finance require-
ments in the country. Hence there
is a greater need for climate fi-
nance, Climate Change actions and
Finance mechanisms in India.

Need for climate finance mechanisms

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

G lobal Handwashing Day is
an annual global advocacy

day dedicated to advocating for
handwashing with soap as an easy,
effective, and affordable way to
prevent diseases and save lives.
Global Handwashing Day was
founded by the Global Handwashing
Partnership, and is an opportunity
to design, test, and replicate cre-
ative ways to encourage people to
wash their hands with soap at criti-
cal times. Global Handwashing Day
is celebrated every year on October
15th. The 2022 Global Handwashing
Day theme is “Unite for Universal
Hand Hygiene.”  The first Global
Handwashing Day was held in 2008,
when over 120 million children
around the world washed their
hands with soap in more than 70
countries. Since 2008, community
and national leaders have used
Global Handwashing Day to spread
the word about handwashing, build
sinks and tippy taps, and demon-
strate the simplicity and value of
clean hands.  Since then, Global
Handwashing Day has continued to
grow.  Global Handwashing Day is

endorsed by govern-
ments, schools, interna-
tional institutions, civil
society organizations,
NGOs, private compa-
nies, individuals, and
more.

India has one third of
the world’s poorest pop-
ulation and the Global
Goals have a significant
role to play especially at
a time when 1.3 billion
people are forced to live
in poverty across the world. There is
a need to increase awareness and
understanding about the impor-
tance of hand washing with soap as
an easy, effective, and affordable
way to prevent diseases and save
our lives. The habit of proper hand
washing is directly linked to one’s
health especially among school
going children. During the COVID-
19 pandemic it became obvious to
the world that proper hand hygiene
can help save lives for people every-
where. Unfortunately, there are still
millions of people in many parts of
the world that do not even have ac-
cess to proper hand hygiene facili-
ties. For hand washing to be more

effective it must be accomplished
consistently at key times, such as
after using the toilet or before con-
tact with food. Habit formation is
currently a hot topic in behaviour
change and the water, sanitation,
and hygiene sector. Hand-washing
is the No. 1 prevention against
spread of infection, inside and out-
side the hospital setting. It is impor-
tant in the home, in schools and in
every workplace. It is the corner-
stone of infection-control practice
and education for everyone who
works in health care. Every year
worldwide, 8.8 million children
younger than age 5 die of preventa-
ble illnesses. There are many chil-

dren in the world who do
not have access to safe
water, or the habit or
means to wash their
hands properly. It is also
observed that when stu-
dents have access to
clean water, soap, and
toilet facilities, they are
less likely to drop out or
miss classes due to ill-
ness. We know that hand
washing with soap is the
most effective and inex-

pensive way to prevent diarrheal
diseases – reducing incidence by up
to 47% – and combined with im-
proved sanitation, this is boosted to
68%. Many diseases are transmit-
ted when we don’t wash our hands.
Bacterial, viral and fungal infections
can be prevented if the hands are
washed properly every day. Worm
infestation, anaemia, malnutrition
and diarrhoea are the common
health hazards caused by unhygien-
ic hands. If there is no hygiene,
there is no health.  The introduction
of water, sanitation and hygiene in-
terventions in schools, including
hand washing with soap, is an entry
point for children to understand and

then take these good hygiene prac-
tices back into their homes and
communities. According to a World
Health Organization (WHO) report
of 2013, India loses more than 900
children everyday due to incidences
of diarrhoea, most of them caused
by extremely poor quality of water
and sanitation services. Inadequate
sanitation or lack of it, is also re-
sponsible for high incidences of
malnutrition and stunting in the
country.  Hand washing is a small
action that can have big benefits.
Let us progress towards the goal of
maintaining a global profile on the
importance of hand hygiene in
health care and to ‘bring people to-
gether’ in support of hand hygiene
improvement globally. It is a need of
the hour to spread the word about
hand washing, build sinks and tippy
taps, and demonstrate the simplici-
ty and value of clean hands.  We
need to emphasize the importance
of hand washing as a way to pre-
vent disease, the necessity of using
soap instead of only water, how
everyone’s health can benefit from
washing their hands, and the key
times for hand washing, including
before and after eating. 

Washing hands can save lives

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

RAJBIR SAHA

OCTOBER 15: GLOBAL HANDWASHING DAY
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Expansion

Bhubaneswar:

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik has
urged Tata Sons to ex-
pand its footprint in
the state. Patnaik made
this suggestion when
Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran met
the former at his resi-
dence here on
Thursday. Both dis-
cussed various proj-
ects of Tata Sons in
Odisha including Tata
Steel, a release issued
by the Chief Minister’s
Office said, adding that
it was revealed in the
meeting that Tata
Consultancy Services
will enhance its capaci-
ty in Bhubaneswar
Centre to 15,000.

Additional fund
New Delhi: The
National Highways
Infra Trust (NHAI
InvIT) is looking to
raise an additional Rs
3,800 crore funds,
Road Transport and
Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari said.
Addressing an event
organised by NHAI
InvIT, Gadkari said of
the additional
fundraise, around Rs
1,500 crores are being
garnered through an
issue of non-convert-
ible debentures
(NCDs) with a long-
dated maturity of 25
years. These InvIT
bonds will be listed on
the BSE and the NSE,
providing an opportu-
nity for investors to
trade and invest, he
added. .

Future economy

Jammu: Union minis-
ter Jitendra Singh on
Thursday said Jammu
and Kashmir and
other Himalayan states
are going to make a sig-
nificant value addition
to build India’s future
economy in the next 25
years. The minister of
state in the Prime
Minister’s Office
(PMO) inaugurated the
three-day Indian
Ecology International
Conference on ‘sus-
tainable agricultural
innovations for re-
silient agri-food sys-
tems’, being hosted by
Sher-e-Kashmir
University of
Agricultural 
Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST)-
Jammu, here.

Logistics 
performance

New Delhi:Andhra
Pradesh, Assam and
Gujarat are among the
15 states and UTs cate-
gorised as achievers in
the logistics index
chart 2022, according to
a report released by the
commerce and
Industry Ministry. The
index is an indicator of
the efficiency of logisti-
cal services necessary
for promoting exports
and economic growth.
Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Puducherry, Sikkim
and Tripura are the
other states cate-
gorised as fast movers
in the ranking.

LAKME FASHION WEEK

Models walk the ramp showcasing the creations by designer Esha Amiin during Lakme Fashion Week, in
Mumbai, Friday, Oct. 14.

Washington, Oct 14: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
exuded confidence that
India will come out of the
current global turmoil and
move on the path of sus-
tained recovery on the
back of rapid digitisation
and steps taken by the gov-
ernment. She said India
has been able to set up a
global benchmark in digi-
tisation in areas of pay-
ment, healthcare, educa-
tion and regulatory com-
pliances, and this is a con-
fidence booster for the
economy.

The economy and busi-
nesses are doing well be-
cause of steps taken by the
government in last two
years, Sitharaman told
students of the Johns
Hopkins School of
Advanced International
Studies during an interac-

tive session on India’s
unique Digital Public
Goods on Thursday. “I
would think that the econ-
omy’s revival is on a sus-
tained path,” she said,
adding that the govern-
ment has taken on board
the impact of the global
turmoil on demand, ex-
ports, and the rupee vis-a-
vis the US dollar. “There is
a sense of confidence in
India that we will go
through this and we will
be able to still perform. It’s
because of the way in

which technology has
been used for the public
good,” she said.

She further said the
credit availability is no
longer an issue as even
small businesses are get-
ting loans sitting at home.
These are actually great
lubricants when the econ-
omy is looking to find
ways in which it can come
out of the lockdown or the
difficulties of a largely ex-
traneous problem, she
said.

Addressing students
and scholars, Sitharaman
said India’s public goods
are available for countries
which need them. “For ex-
ample, because of CoWIN,
Indians travelling abroad
don’t need any paper to
show they’re vaccinated.
They can show it on
phone. Now, CoWIN app is
available for any country
which wants to use it.”

India will come out of 
current global turmoil, move on

path of sustained growth: FM

Mumbai, Oct 14: 

India is expected to be
among the fastest growing
major economies this fis-
cal, geopolitical turbu-
lence notwithstanding,
RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das opined at
last month’s meeting of
the rate setting panel MPC
while going with the ma-
jority to raise the repo rate
by 50 basis points to tame
inflation. On September
30, the six-member
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), headed
by Das, had raised the
short-term lending rate for
the third consecutive time
by 50 basis points to take
the repo rate to 5.9 per
cent. In May, the repo rate
was hiked by 40 basis
points. Except for Ashima

Goyal, who favoured a 35
basis points hike, the other
five members had voted
for 50 basis points increase
in the repo rate. As per the
minutes of the MPC meet-
ing released by the RBI on
Friday, Governor Das had
said that economic activi-
ty was steadily improving,
though there were mixed

signals. “While high fre-
quency indicators are
showing continued mo-
mentum in activity, global
factors are putting pres-
sure on external demand.
“The growth projection of
7.0 per cent for 2022-23,
therefore, carries risks
which are broadly bal-
anced.

Whatever be the unfold-
ing scenario, India is ex-
pected to be among the
fastest growing major
economies in the world,”
the minutes quoted him as
saying. RBI Deputy
Governor and MPC
Member Michael
Debabrata Patra had
stressed that monetary
policy has to perform the
role of nominal anchor for
the economy as it charts a
new growth trajectory.

India to be among fastest growing economies
despite global challenges: RBI Guv

New Delhi, Oct 14:

The National Stock
Exchange (NSE) on
Friday warned investors
not to fall prey to invest-
ment plans with guaran-
teed returns offered by
Suraj Mourya associated
with “Aimers Trader”.

The exchange pointed
out that these entities are
not registered either as a
member or authorised
person of any registered
member of the NSE.

The cautionary state-
ment comes after the NSE
noticed that Suraj
Mourya associated with
Aimers Trader was offer-
ing to handle trading ac-
counts of investors by
asking them to share

their user identification
(user ID) and password.
He was offering guaran-
teed returns on various
investment plans and also
providing unauthorised
portfolio management
services.

“Investors are cau-
tioned and advised not to
subscribe to any such
scheme/ product offered
by any entities/persons
offering indicative/as-
sured/guaranteed re-
turns in the stock market
as the same is prohibited
by law,” the exchange said
in a statement.

Further, investors have
been asked not to share
their trading credentials
such as user ID and pass-
word with anyone.

NSE cautions 
investors against assured

return products

Jaipur, Oct 14: 

Twenty per cent
ethanol-blended petrol is
likely to be available in the
country from December or
January, ahead of the
April 2023 target, Union
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said on Friday.
“We are constantly review-
ing the ethanol production

and I believe, 20 per cent
blended fuel would come
in the market in December
or January ahead of April
2023 (target),” he told re-
porters here. Citing the ex-
ample of Brazil where
flex-fuel vehicles are avail-
able and the consumer can
take ethanol or petrol as
per choice, he said that
this will be the ultimate
goal of the government.
However, to reach that
stage, certain technical as-
pects are there and work is
going on. “We are going to
hold a major meeting with
automobile manufactur-
ers on ethanol blending,”
he said. India has ad-
vanced the target date for
achieving 20 per cent
ethanol-blending in petrol
by five years to 2025.

20 pc ethanol-blended
petrol may be available
from Dec or Jan: Puri

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  OOcctt  1144::  Singapore
Airlines (SIA) on Friday
announced the introduction of
its A350-900 medium haul
wide-body aircraft services
from Hyderabad to Singapore.
The SIA will operate daily
flights between Hyderabad and
Singapore, with the A350 serv-
ices operating every Thursday,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
The inaugural service SQ 523
will depart from Hyderabad
international airport at 2310
hours on October 30. The air-
line will continue to operate its
B737-8 narrow-body services
through the remainder of the
week, a Singapore Airlines
release said. “We are delighted
to enhance our services to
Hyderabad with our wide-body
A350 aircraft. This is a signifi-
cant milestone for us as it rein-
forces our commitment to the
market, more so after SilkAir’s
integration with Singapore

Airlines a year ago,” said Sy
Yen Chen, General Manager
India for Singapore Airlines. “In
line with the company’s com-
mitment to product and service
excellence, the Airbus A350
medium haul aircraft, com-
bined with our award-winning

inflight service, will provide
enhanced comfort to travellers
from Hyderabad. Furthermore,
the introduction of a wide-body
aircraft on this sector also
opens up a wider range of
opportunities and capabilities
for SIA Cargo,” he said.

Singapore Airlines to launch 
Airbus A350-900 services to Hyderabad

Mumbai, Oct 14:  

As part of the Amazon
Great Indian Festival,
Amazon Pay announced
‘Win a Super Offer’that en-
ables customers to claim a
shopping offer of their
choice.To ‘Win a Super
Offer’, customers can fol-
low three simple steps –
click on any ‘Super Offer’
banner on Amazon.in and
select your favourite shop-
ping product or category,
then pay a bill, recharge
your phone, add money to
Amazon Pay balance, or
send money to anyone and
once the transaction is
complete, theSuper offer
can be collected as a
Reward and used for the
purchase of any product
within the same category.

Customers can win
Super offers and redeem

them for additional cash-
backs while purchasing
their favorite products dur-
ing GIF 22’. Commenting
on Super offers, Girish
Krishnan - Director,
Rewards and Merchant
Services, Amazon Paysaid,
“At Amazon Pay, we are
humbled to serve our cus-
tomers and enable them to
enjoy an unmatched shop-
ping experience during the
Amazon Great Indian
Festival 2022. Customers
are constantly seeking dif-
ferentiated, meaningful
digital payment experi-
ences that add value to
their lives. Our new ‘Win a
Super Offer’ proposition
makes the festive season
even more rewarding for
our customers as they can
win offers for products of
their choice and redeem
them for cashbacks.

Amazon Pay announces
‘Win a Super Offer’

Mumbai, Oct 14:  

Equity benchmarks
Sensex and Nifty ended
over 1 per cent higher on
Friday, helped by heavy
buying in Infosys and
banking stocks amid a
rally in global stock mar-

kets. The 30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 684.64
points or 1.20 per cent to
settle at 57,919.97. During
the day, it rallied 1,199.79
points or 2.09 per cent to
58,435.12. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty
climbed 171.35 points or

1.01 per cent to end at
17,185.70. From the
Sensex components,
Infosys jumped nearly 4
per cent, followed by
HDFC Bank, HDFC, HCL
Technologies, Larsen &
Toubro, ICICI Bank,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Bajaj Finance and State
Bank of India. Among the
laggards were Mahindra
& Mahindra, Asian
Paints, Reliance
Industries, Wipro, Bharti
Airtel and Power Grid.
India’s second largest IT
services company Infosys
on Thursday posted a bet-
ter-than-expected 11 per
cent rise in consolidated
net profit at Rs 6,021 crore
for the September quarter
and announced buyback
of shares worth Rs 9,300
crore.

Markets rebound sharply 
amid firm global trends

Mumbai, Oct 14: 

The rupee depreciated 8
paise to close at 82.32 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Friday, as a firm
American currency and
risk-averse sentiment
among investors weighed
on the local unit. At the in-
terbank foreign exchange
market, the local currency
opened at 82.26 and finally
settled at 82.32 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a decline of 8 paise
over its previous close.
During the day, the local
unit witnessed a high of
82.12 and a low of 82.43
against the greenback. On
Thursday, the local curren-
cy had settled at 82.24
against the US dollar.
“Rupee weakened a bit
against the dollar in the
wake of a hotter-than-ex-

pected inflation number
that was released on
Thursday,” said Gaurang
Somaiya, Forex & Bullion
Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services. The
US CPI was reported at 8.2
per cent against expecta-
tions of 8.3 per cent,
whereas Core CPI was
higher at 6.6 per cent.

Rupee falls 8 paise to close
at 82.32 against US dollar

New Delhi, Oct 14: 

The wholesale price-
based inflation declined to
a 18-month low of 10.7 per
cent in September, as
prices of food, fuel and
manufactured items soft-
ened.

Although the wholesale
price index (WPI) based
inflation declined for the
fourth consecutive
month, it continued to re-
main in double digit for
the 18th month since
April 2021. “Inflation in
September, 2022 is prima-
rily contributed by rise in
prices of mineral oils,
food articles, crude petro-
leum & natural gas, chem-
icals & chemical products,
basic metals, electricity,
textiles etc. as compared
to the corresponding
month of the previous

year,” an official state-
ment said. The wholesale
inflation was 12.41 per
cent in August and 11.80
per cent in September last
year.

This year, WPI touched
a record high of 15.88 per
cent in May. Economists
say the gradual month-on-
month decline in WPI is
mainly due to moderation
in commodity prices and
pegged inflation to come
down further with overall
recovery momentum and
weaker outlook on com-
modity prices.

Inflation in food articles
in September eased to
11.03 per cent, against
12.37 per cent in August.
However, inflation in veg-
etables rose to 39.66 per
cent during the month
under review, as against
22.29 per cent in August.

Acuit Ratings & Research,
Chief Analytical Officer,
Suman Chowdhury said
the share of food on a con-
solidated basis in WPI
stands much lower at 24.3
per cent, as compared to
45.9 per cent weightage in
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) construct.
“Therefore, the impact of
higher food prices contin-
ues to be modest in the
WPI trajectory with infla-
tion in food articles at 0.28
per cent only on a sequen-
tial basis,” Chowdhury
said.

In the fuel and power
basket, inflation came in
lower at 32.61 per cent in
September, against 33.67
per cent in August. In
manufactured products
and oil seeds it was 6.34
per cent and (-) 16.55 per
cent, respectively.

WPI inflation eases to 
18-month low of 10.7 pc in Sep

General Manager India for Singapore Airlines SY Yen
Chen speaks during an event organised to announce
the beginning of A350-900 medium-haul wide-body
plane facilities from Hyderabad to Singapore, in
Hyderabad, Friday, Oct. 14.

‘Housing demand to
remain strong on 

demographic dividend,
other positive factors’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  1144:: Housing
demand in India will remain
strong in the coming years as
demographic dividend and rela-
tively buyers’ less reliance on
home loans will sustain the
momentum despite higher
interest rates, HDFC Capital MD
Vipul Roongta said on Friday.
He also noted that one out of
three homes is being purchased
without home loans. Roongta
said India’s housing market is
witnessing strong demand
despite the hardening of the
interest rates on home loans in
the last six months. 

ACROSS

1. Hardens

5. Actor ____ Dillon

9. Emergency tire

14. Family chart

15. Mental image

16. Soothed

17. Prince Charles’s sister

18. Type of tea

20. Make an offer

21. Helpful hints

22. Not wavering

23. Oozes

25. Molars

27. Tear

28. Least shallow

33. ____ tax

35. Assistant

37. Balm

38. Scent

39. Insurance form

40. Intend

41. So-so

42. Draw the ____

43. Entice

44. Memory loss

46. Bullring cheer

47. Quizzes

50. Highway divisions

53. President Ronald ____

57. Imitated

59. Kickoff gadget

60. Satisfactory

62. Peel

63. Egg exterior

64. Simmer

65. Dry

66. Sheriff’s group

67. Folding beds

68. Bread grains

DOWN

1. Pierces

2. Bert’s friend

3. Cut of meat

4. Look at

5. Average skirt

6. Modify

7. To the point

8. ____ Mahal

9. Boil

10. Ashen

11. Tibet’s continent

12. Tear apart

13. Fidgety

19. Regard highly

21. Chef’s units (abbr.)

24. Fashion’s ____ Cardin

26. ____ Murphy of “Beverly Hills Cop”

29. ____ Anderson of “Baywatch”

30. ____ school

31. TV “opera”

32. Camper’s home

33. Divan

34. Eden dweller

35. Pseudonym

36. Actor ____ McKellen

39. Customer

43. Narrated

45. Paper fastener

48. Forbidden

49. Bowling woe

51. Mysterious

52. Future flowers

53. Scrape roughly

54. Repeat

55. Top pilots

56. Solidifies

58. Slithery swimmers

61. CBS rival

62. Average

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  15,  2022

Your intuitive abilities should be operating at

a very high level today, Aquarius. You might

inadvertently receive some positive psychic

messages about your future, and this could

prove very exciting. These insights could be a

source of inspiration that propels you to

accomplish wonders in some aspect of your

life. This could turn out to be a self-fulfilling

prophecy! Make the most of it.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A friend could tell you about an exciting new

person for whom you feel a very powerful phys-

ical attraction when you see their picture,

Pisces. Your first conversation could prove excit-

ing but stay calm and remain objective. If your

feelings are too obvious, he or she could well

lose interest before anything has time to devel-

op! Just be yourself, enjoy the discussion, and

have fun. That’s all you need do at this point.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Some exciting career developments could

have you flying high today, Aries. Perhaps

you’ve just reached a long-term goal or man-

aged to get a break that tells you that your

goals are now within reach. Whichever it is,

you’re likely to be on the receiving end of

some congratulations, perhaps from unex-

pected people. More income could also be in

the offing. Whatever it is, you’ve earned it!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Tonight, you might decide to attend a small
group activity of some kind, if possible, per-
haps one concerned with philosophical or
spiritual matters, Taurus. Everyone who
attends is apt to feel very strongly about the
subject, so discussions could prove lively and
exciting. Your mind could be spinning like a
top when you leave, so if you can, walk home
so you can clear your head. Write down your
thoughts. You will want to remember them.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your financial situation could be greatly
boosted by a development you hadn’t
expected, Gemini. Perhaps some invest-
ments suddenly skyrocket in value, or
maybe the homes in your neighborhood are
suddenly worth more than you thought.
Whichever it is, don’t try to cash in on it
right now. Chances are the value of your
investment will continue to increase. Hang
in there and watch it grow.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A legal matter that may have been pending

for a while could finally be completed today,

Cancer. It’s very likely to go in your favor.

Therefore, if you’ve been sitting on a con-

tract, agreement, or other document that

needs your signature, read it carefully before

you sign. You will probably get what you want

out of the transaction. By the way, this is also

a great day to get married!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Your physical energy is likely to be high

today, Leo, so you might not feel like stay-

ing indoors. Take care of your body first,

and get in a good workout. You may also

want to explore, perhaps by driving out of

town for the day or going to an amusement

park, if possible. You may not feel this

energetic very often, so it’s best to make

the most of it when you can.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

An exciting rush of physical passion could
hit you today when you’re introduced to an
interesting new person, Virgo. Take care not
to wear it on your face. You generally don’t
like to reveal that much of yourself! Besides,
you won’t want this person to think you’re
too obvious. Try to stay focused and remain
objective. Then consider whether it’s a good
idea to pursue this attraction.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Chores that need to be done around the

house could be at the top of your priority

list today, Libra. A female visitor, perhaps

your mother, could come by and making

your place look great will preoccupy you.

Don’t do any more work than you

absolutely have to. You won’t want to be

too tired when she arrives.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you may have some important phone
calls to make, Scorpio, and want to get
them out of the way before doing anything
else. You will definitely get your message
across because your communicative abili-
ties are very strong. Words combine with
feelings to create understanding between
you and just about anyone, whether you’re
talking on the phone or writing.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Good news about money could create some

excitement in your household today,

Sagittarius. One of your goals might be to

invest some of the funds in fixing up your liv-

ing situation. You might even consider mov-

ing or purchasing a new home. You may kick

around a lot of ideas about how to spend the

windfall, but don’t go too crazy. Hold on to

some of that money as a nest egg.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

An intriguing new neighbor, perhaps some-
one you’re attracted to, could move in near
you, Capricorn. This might prove very excit-
ing. You will probably strike up a conversa-
tion and enjoy talking with him or her.
Whether you choose to pursue this attrac-
tion depends on both of your current situa-
tions, but at the very least, you will make a
new friend.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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AA ctress Shruti Haasan,
who is busy with her

film 'Salaar', recently admit-
ted to having done a nose job.
The actress shared that she
had a broken nose and getting
to fix her nose is her right.
She said that after doing her
first film with the old nose,
she chose to do the surgery.
While talking to 'Hauterfly'
magazine, the actress said, "I
did get my nose fixed and it
was very obvious I got my
nose fixed. My nose was bro-
ken and quite different from
before and I did my first film
with my old nose. She also

revealed how people taunted
her by saying that she was
using deviated septum as an
excuse to fix her nose. She
further mentioned, "And peo-
ple are like she's just using
the deviated septum excuse.
No, I did have a deviated sep-
tum, it hurt. But if I could
make it prettier, it's my face,
why wouldn't I? It was that
simple." In addition, she also
spoke about getting fillers
and said that it is her body
and those who want to do
something to it or don't want
to do something, it is their
choice just like it was hers.

Shruti Haasan admits to
having done a nose job

CC ulinary diversity is one
of India's most impor-

tant treasures. Each region
has its distinctive culinary
characteristics and numerous
traditional dishes.
Celebrating World Food Day,
&TV artists list down their
favourite street foods in their
hometowns. 

These include Neha Joshi
(Yashoda), Aayudh
Bhanushali (Krishna), Anita
Pradhan (Malti Devi) from
Doosri Maa, Kamna Pathak
(Rajesh Singh), Charrul Malik
(Rusa) from Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, Aasif Sheikh (Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra), Vidisha
Srivastava (Anita Bhabi) and
Saanand Verma (Anokhe Lal
Saxena) from Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai. Talking about her
favourite foods in
Chandigarh, Charrul Malik,
as Rusa in &TV's Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, shares,
“Blending the best of both
Punjab’s and Haryana’s food,
Chandigarh has a thriving
culinary scene and is famous
across the country. Khalsa
Dhaba is one of the most pop-
ular dhabas in Chandigarh
and offers delicious stuffed

paranthas, Dal Makhani,
Paneer butter masala, chana
masala, and matka kulfi. It is
a heavenly treat for all food
lovers like me. Then there is
mashed saag and crisp roti in
a perfect blend. It is a must-
try. Each bite and the extra
butter on your plate define
Punjabi Pride and elevate the
dish to new heights
(laughs).” About
Maharashtrian cuisine, Neha
Joshi, as Yashoda in &TV's
Doosri Maa, shares,
“Maharashtra's food culture
is very diverse. Despite its
diversity, Maharashtra cui-
sine features a strong pres-
ence of spices, tamarind,
coconut, and kokum. Do not
forget to indulge in the vari-
ous delectable delights in the
state. Vada Pav, my favourite
Mumbai delicacy, is the most
enticing. 

The shallow-fried vadas
with extra green spicy chut-
ney inside are a divine combi-
nation with an unusual
flavour. Misal Pav is another
popular pav preparation that
I enjoy. Spicy, tangy lentil
curry with pav (bread) is deli-
cious. 

In Maharashtra, you will
find different types of Misal
Pav depending on where it's
from, such as Nashik Misal,
Mumbai Misal, and Puneri
Misal, and believe me, I have
tried them all. 

However, my all-time
favourite is homemade deli-
cacies like Varan - Bhat with
toop (Ghee) and lemon,
Puran Poli, ukhadhche modak
and chicken rassa, mutton
rassa with bhakri and fried
fish.”

WWaattcchh  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa  aatt  88::0000
ppmm,,  HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann  aatt
1100::0000  ppmm,,  aanndd  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr
PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt  1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy
oonn  &&TTVV!!

&TV artists talk

about their favourite

local cuisine

It was tough for Monalisa to get
into the role for ‘Ratri Ke Yatri 2’

'Bigg Boss 10' fame
Monalisa, who is currently
part of the web series
'Ratri Ke Yatri 2', said that
it was amazing to be part
of the project. The actress
adds that working with
director Anil V. Kumar
made it even more worth-
while.
"It's an honour to work
with a veteran like Anil V.
Kumar sir. I remember
when his team reached out
to me, I jumped at the
thought of working with
him again and I was very
confident in his story. For
me, when it's Anil V.
Kumar sir, it's only yes,"
she said.
She added: "Working with
Anil V. Kumar sir is always
great. I get to learn so
many things. My character
in 'Ratri Ke Yatri 2' is very
challenging and I love
doing challenging proj-
ects. I can only say when

you have mentors like Anil
Sir you only grow. And you
take back a lot of learn-
ings. It's just awesome to
work with Anil Sir. This is
my second project with
Anil sir."
"I was in 'Dhappa' and
here again I am in 'Ratri
Ke Yaatri 2', it's an anthol-
ogy series. There are 5 dif-
ferent stories that have
been written beautifully
by him. It's a great honour
to work with him and
accept such challenging
characters. Being an
actor, I want to do differ-
ent roles that prove I am a
versatile actor. It's won-
derful to get different
characters written by him
and getting directed by
him because he teaches
what he needs and por-
trays it. This character is a
girl in a red light area. I
wanted to do this charac-
ter so nicely that it looks

good and my fans like me
in this never seen before
character. And it's
because of him that I
could do justice to the
character." Monalisa is
known for doing Bhojpuri
films and she was also
seen in 'Nazar' and
'Namak Issk Ka', 'Nach
Baliye 8', 'Smart Jodi', and
many more.
The story is what sets this
series apart, said the
actress, adding: "I agree
the part was bold. The
story was true to its
nature. You will often won-
der if this is really what a
woman thinks. We some-
times tend to be so judge-
mental but life can be
black and white and for
these women it surely is.
They are doing their job
well but we disregard the
profession they chose. I
feel like we really need to
develop a lot of change in
society, you never know
the profession they have
chosen out of what situa-
tion. We cannot judge
someone without knowing
what she has been
through, they must have
made a choice going
through a lot of hardships
and I feel like we cannot
see someone with such
disregard." She added:
"My character is very
interesting and a bit grey.
Having played this role
myself, I really feel that
we should not discriminate
and differentiate between
them and us because
nobody does this work by
choice. I feel let them be
themselves; you never
know what goes on in their
lives. It was tough for me
to get into the character
but Anil sir made me
understand how to talk and
enact, behave, helped me
with everything. I was
nervous though and when
he said the act was per-
fect. I am really excited for
the audience's reactions."
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Sylhet, Oct 14 (PTI):

A ruthless Indian team
would look to reassert its
supremacy and aim to win
an unprecedented seventh
Asia Cup title when it
clashes with Sri Lanka in
the final here on Saturday.

The tournament
brought to fore India’s
depth as the younger crop
of players has shouldered
the burden of taking the
team to the final without
any tangible contribution
from skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur and
her deputy Smriti
Mandhana.

Such has been the im-
pact of the Indian team,

that skipper Harmanpreet
played only four games (81
runs) and in total faced a
only 72 balls in those
matches.

Even Mandhana, who
led in three games,
skipped one game and did-
n’t need to contribute
much.

The biggest takeaway
from a tournament like
this is that Indian team’s
junior members could
react to pressure situa-
tions in a perfect manner
when they were thrown at
the deep end of the pool.

The most heartening as-
pect was how three ‘sea-
soned’ youngsters — 18
year-old Shafali Verma

(161 runs and 3 wickets),
22-year-old Jemimah
Rodrigues (215 runs) and
25-year-old Deepti Sharma
(94 runs and 13 wickets)
put their hands up and
carried the team through
to the summit clash.

The only blip in an oth-
erwise flawless campaign
was a defeat against arch-
rivals Pakistan due to
some bizarre planning by
coach Ramesh Powar and
Harmanpreet.

India won’t get a chance
to settle scores with
Pakistan at least in this
edition as Sri Lanka
knocked them out in the
semifinals.

At least on paper, the
summit clash is a com-
plete mismatch as only
one Sri Lankan batter
(Oshadi Ranasinghe) has
managed to scale the 100-
plus strike-rate.

Only two batters —
Harshitha Madavi (201
runs) and Nilakshi de
Silva (124 runs) —- have
accumulated 100 plus runs
across matches.

Even their most well-
known woman cricketer
Chamari Athapaththu has
scored 96 runs at a below
par strike-rate of 85 plus.
In bowling, only left-arm
spinner Inoka Ranaweera
(12 wickets) has looked the
part.

To put it bluntly, the
quality of competition in
Asia Cup isn’t great and
India as a team in terms of
talent quotient as well as
experience is a few
lightyears ahead of the
other neighbouring na-
tions.

India start favourite
against Sri Lanka in pursuit

of 7th Asia cup title
Bhubaneswar, Oct 14 (PTI):

Title contenders Brazil
and the USA played out a
1-1 draw in a fast-paced
Group A match as both
teams qualified for the
quarterfinals of the FIFA
Women’s Under-17 World
Cup here on Friday.

Both the goals were
scored in the first half, in
the space of four minutes.
Nicollette Kiorpes gave
USA the lead in the 33rd
minute but Carol restored
parity in the 37th minute.

The drawn result meant
that both hosts India and
Morocco, who face each
other later in the day, were
out of reckoning for a
quarterfinal berth. Both
Brazil and the USA have
four points after their re-
spective wins against
Morocco and India. Who
tops Group A will be de-
cided on Monday when

India face Brazil and the
USA take on Morocco.
India lost 0-8 to the USA
while Brazil beat Morocco
1-0 on the opening day on
Tuesday. It was an evenly
contested match between

Brazil and the USA who
had more ball possession
as well as more shots on
opposition goal. Concacaf
champions USA had 57
per cent ball possession
and 19 shots, out of which

seven were on target.
Brazil, the South
American champions, had
15 shots in the match out
of which four were on tar-
get.

The South Americans
pressed hard for a win-
ning goal towards the clos-
ing stages of the match
but the USA defenders did
a great job in defending
their citadel.

In Margao, African
champions Nigeria
thrashed New Zealand 4-0
in a Group B match.
Amina Bello (16th),
Miracle Usani (34th),
Taiwo Afolabi (75th) and
Edidiong Etim (90+5)
scored for Nigeria.

This was New Zealand’s
second defeat in the tour-
nament as they had lost 1-
3 to Chile on Tuesday.
Nigeria had also lost to
Germany 1-2 in their
opening match.

FIFA Women’s Under-17 World Cup

Brazil and USA play out 1-1 draw

Brazil’s Kedima (5) and USA’s Gisele Thompson (20) vie
for the ball during their FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup
2022 football match, at Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar, Friday, Oct. 14.

BCCI puts Asia
Cup in Pakistan
on Indian team’s
roster for 2023

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  1144  ((PPTTII))::
The Indian cricket team
may tour Pakistan after a
gap of 15 years, the BCCI
has indicated ahead of its
all important Annual
General meeting (AGM) on
October 18 in Mumbai. The
BCCI has shared with all its
state unit representatives a
lowdown of the work done
during the past year along
with future plans and
schedule of the national
team’s tours, which
includes Asia Cup in
Pakistan next year.

According to the report,
the Indian team will be par-
ticipating in the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup
(South Africa), ICC
Women’s U-19 T20 World
Cup (South Africa), Asia
Cup (Pakistan) and ICC
Cricket World Cup, India.

With England, Australia,
West Indies and Sri Lanka
having already toured
Pakistan in the past few
years, it will be interesting
to see how things pan out
as BCCI will need central
government’s permission
to allow the team to travel
to Pakistan. “Obviously,
when the time comes, it
will be a government deci-
sion. But there is one
aspect. The government
allows India versus
Pakistan contests in global
and continental events. So
there is a chance of India
travelling but it will be too
early to completely commit
that a team will go to
Pakistan. But putting it on
report is a broad hint,” a
senior BCCI source told PTI
on conditions of anonymity.
Currently, the Asian Cricket
Council is headed by BCCI
secretary Jay Shah and his
decision will hold a lot of
weight going forward.

Christchurch, Oct 14

(AP):

Mohammad Nawaz
struck an unbeaten 38
from 22 balls to lift
Pakistan to a five-wicket
win over New Zealand
with three balls remain-
ing in the final of the New
Zealand Twenty20 Tri-
Series. After his 45 from 20
balls in Pakistan’s seven-
wicket win over
Bangladesh a day earlier,
Nawaz established him-
self as key member of the
Pakistan middle order
heading into the Twenty20
World Cup in Australia.

The final see-sawed
through both innings:
New Zealand was on tar-
get for a more substantial
score before faltering
against Pakistan’s late
bowling and finishing
with 163-7. Pakistan made
a solid start, then also wa-

vered at times before
Nawaz provided the final
impetus for the win. He
found a dependable part-
ner in Iftikhar Ahmed,
who made 25 from 14 balls
in an unbroken fifth-wick-
et partnership of 36.

“I just backed myself
yesterday and today on
the basis of what I’ve done
in the nets,” Nawaz said.
“I had belief in myself
and I was backing myself
to go in with a clear mind.
We are looking forward to

the World Cup now.”
Pakistan struggled at
times and went 26 balls be-
tween the fourth and
eighth overs without
being able to hit a bound-
ary in the face of tight
bowling from Tim
Southee, Trent Boult and
Blair Tickner. After 10
overs it was 64-1, 19 runs
behind New Zealand at
the same stage. Nawaz
began to boost the scoring
with two fours from
Tickner’s bowling in the

13th over. In the 15th over
Pakistan took 25 runs in-
cluding three sixes from
the bowling of Ish Sodhi
and that helped tip the
match. Pakistan needed 41
runs from the last five
overs with seven wickets
in hand. It had the upper
hand when Haider Ali hit
boundaries from the first
two balls of the 16th over.
New Zealand fought back,
claiming the wickets of
Haider who scored 31
from 15 balls and Asif Ali
(1) in quick succession.

Earlier, New Zealand
captain Kane Williamson
made a timely return to
form with an innings of 59
from 38 balls. Williamson
recently has been strug-
gling for form while bat-
tling a chronic elbow in-
jury. His previous best
score in the series had
been 31 in New Zealand’s
first match against
Pakistan and it had been

Pakistan beats New Zealand 
by 5 wickets in tri-series final

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):

Indian women’s hockey
team midfielder Neha
Goyal believes the upcom-
ing FIH Women’s Nation’s
Cup will provide them
valuable game time to
hone their skills.

Having finished a cred-
itable fourth at the Tokyo
Olympics and then return-
ing with a bronze from the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games,
India are looking to be-
come a potent force in
women’s hockey, and the
inaugural Nation’s Cup
could be the first step in
that direction.

“The FIH Hockey
Women’s Nations Cup 2022
will see us play some good
teams and it will provide
us with game time, for
which there is no substi-
tute. We have been doing
well against the big teams
consistently in recent

years and in Spain, we will
aim to do more of the
same,” Neha said in a
Hockey India release on
Friday.

The tournament will be
played from December 11-
17 in Valencia, Spain.

India have been drawn
in Pool B alongside
Canada, Japan and South
Africa in the tournament,
while Pool A consists of
Ireland, hosts Spain, Italy
and South Korea.

“We can’t take any team
lightly. Each team is very
dangerous in their own
way and we will have to
play our best hockey so
that the team can reach
the final rounds. Every
match is a new day and the
past results will not have
any consequence on the
present,” Neha said.

India will begin their
campaign against Canada
and then play Japan before
finishing their pool en-
gagements against South
Africa.

“These international
matches and the exposure
bring us face to face with
tough situations and we
learn to overcome it and
grow.

FIH Nation’s Cup will provide us
valuable game time:  Neha Goyal

Vaishnavi, Vishnu
hog limelight 

at Fenesta Open
New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):

Vaishnavi Adkar ousted
third seed Yubrani
Banerjee 6-4 6-0 in
women’s singles at the
quarter-final stage of the
Fenesta Open National
Tennis Championship
here on Friday.

In the men’s section,
Vishnu Vardhan turned
the heat on Siddharth
Vishwakarma. In a match
which went down to the
wire, the 35-year-old
Vishnu used a bagful of
tricks on his way to the
semifinals with a 7-6(7/4)
4-6 7-6(8/6) win in over
three hours.

In August, Vaishnavi
had shown her prowess
when she won the title on
clay at the National under-
18 championship in
Chennai.

Riding on her recent
good form, she grabbed
her chances on the hard
courts at the DLTA.

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI):
The BCCI on Friday
named seasoned pacer
Mohammed Shami as in-
jured Jasprit Bumrah’s re-
placement in the Indian

team for the upcoming T20
World Cup in Australia.

“The All-India Senior
Selection Committee has
named Mohammed Shami
as Jasprit Bumrah’s re-
placement in India’s ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup
squad. Shami has reached
Australia and will link up
with the squad in
Brisbane ahead of the
warm-up matches,’ BCCI
secretary Jay Shah was
quoted in a press release.

That Shami would re-
place Bumrah in the main
squad was reported by PTI
last month.

Mohammed Siraj and
Shardul Thakur have been
named as backups and
will travel to Australia
shortly.

Shami picked as Bumrah’s replacement
in India squad for T20 World Cup

Canberra, Oct 14 (PTI):

Defending champions
Australia’s build-up to the

T20 World Cup suffered a
big blow after their star
opener David Warner on
Friday pulled out of the
third ODI against England
with a stiff neck.

Before they open their
campaign against New
Zealand on October 22,
Australia will face India in
a warm-up game next
Tuesday in Brisbane.

“I’m a bit stiff this
morning. I obviously had a
pretty heavy fall the other
day.

I’ve never had whiplash
before. It’s pulled up real
stiff,” Warner, who was
the player of the tourna-
ment in their triumphant
T20 World Cup campaign
in the UAE last year, told
Fox Cricket.

Australia fret over Warner
injury ahead of T20 WC opener

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  1144  ((PPTTII))::

The BCCI could lose around
Rs 955 crore (USD 116 million)
if the central government
sticks to its decision to levy
21.84 percent tax surcharge on
ICC’s broadcast revenue from
the 2023 ODI World Cup,
according to a Board report.
India is to host next year’s 50-
over showpiece in October-
November. Tax surcharge
refers to “an additional charge,
fee, or tax that is added to the
cost of a good or service
beyond the initially quoted
price”. A surcharge is often
added to an existing tax and is
not included in the stated price
of the good or service.

As per ICC norm, the host
nation is required to get tax
exemption from the govern-
ment for hosting tournaments
organised by the global body.
Since India’s tax rules don’t
allow such exemptions, the
BCCI has already lost close to
Rs 193 crore (USD 23.5 million)
as the government didn’t
exempt tax surcharge for host-

ing the 2016 ICC T20 World
Cup. The BCCI is still fighting
that case in the ICC tribunal.
“The next ICC major men’s
event, which is the ICC Cricket
World Cup 2023, is scheduled
to be held in India in the month
of October & November in
2023. The BCCI was obligated
to deliver a tax exemption or a
tax solution to the ICC for this
event, latest by April 2022,”
stated the report circulated
among state units ahead of the
Board’s October 18 AGM in
Mumbai. “This time line was
further extended by the ICC
Board till 31st May 2022. At the
start of this financial year, the
BCCI had advised the ICC that
in line with the tax order for
the 2016 event, it was expected
that a 10% (excluding sur-
charges) tax order could be
obtained as an interim meas-
ure for the 2023 event within
the required time frame. “The
ICC has now received a 20%
(excluding surcharges) tax
order for its broadcast revenue
for the 2023 event from the tax
authorities in India.”

BCCI could lose Rs 955 crore if ICC
doesn’t get tax exemption from

Govt for hosting 2023 World Cup

CCaaiirroo,,  OOcctt  1144  ((PPTTII))::

Young Rudrankksh Patil on
Friday won gold in men’s 10m
air rifle event in the ISSF World
Championship here, becoming
only the second Indian to
achieve the feat after the leg-
endary Abhinav Bindra.

Patil also secured a 2024
Paris Olympics quota for the
country in the process. This
was India’s second Olympic
quota. The 18-year-old
Rudrankksh beat Italy’s Danilo
Dennis Sollazzo 17-13 in the
gold medal match after a bril-
liant come-from-behind effort.
Four quota spots are available
in Olympic events at the World
Championship this year.

India had earned their first
quota at the Shotgun World
Championship in Croatia
recently, courtesy Bhowneesh
Mendiratta in the men’s trap
event. Appearing in his maiden
World Championship,

Rudrankksh was trailing 4-10 in
the new format in the gold
medal match to decide the top
two. The Italian shooter main-
tained the lead for the majority
of the final but the Indian pro-

duced a stunning comeback to
emerge winner. Rudrankksh
topped the qualification and
was assured of the quota after
he entered the gold medal
match in second place in the

ranking round. Beijing 2008
Olympics champion Bindra had
won his World Championship
gold in his pet 10m air rifle
event in 2006 in Zagreb,
Croatia.

Rudrankksh becomes second Indian 
shooter to win 10m air rifle gold at Worlds

Secures Paris Olympics quota

San Diego, Oct 14 (AP):

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek
needed more than two
hours to post a 6-4, 4-6, 6-1
victory over Zheng
Qinwen of China in her
opening match at the WTA
500 San Diego Open.

Contending with a
steady mist that caused a
30-minute delay just after
the match’s initial point
was played and a brief
halt early in the second
set, Swiatek shook off the
hard-hitting Qinwen,
ranked 28th, in the Round-
of-16 match.

Swiatek’s victory was
the 61st on the WTA tour
this year for the 21-year-
old from Poland, who has
held the world’s top rank-
ing since April 4.

“I wasn’t expecting to
have this kind of good ex-
perience so soon in my ca-
reer,” said Swiatek, who
has notched six titles in
2022, including the U.S.
Open, French Open and

Indian Wells. “It’s like my
dreams are coming true.”

Playing on a slick hard-
court surface, both players
made frequent use of drop
shots, which caused
Swiatek to take a fall in the
second set as she attempt-
ed to return a successful
Qinwen drop shot.

The first and second sets
were tied at 4-all. In the
opening set, Swiatek broke
Qinwen’s serve for a 5-4
lead before holding serve.

Top-ranked Swiatek advances

with 3-set victory in San Diego

Congress will restore old pension scheme
if voted to power in Himachal: Priyanka

Shimla, Oct 14 (PTI): 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
on Friday promised to re-
store the old pension
scheme for government
employees in Himachal
Pradesh if the Congress
was voted to power in the
Assembly elections. The
AICC general secretary
made the announcement
while addressing the
'Parivartan Pratigya Rally'
at Thodo Maidan in Solan
district and added that the
old scheme was withdrawn
by the BJP government at
the Centre.

Gandhi said she guaran-
teed that the decision to re-
store the old pension
scheme and create one

lakh jobs would be
taken in the first
meeting of the new
Congress Cabinet.
Two lakh employees
in the state have
been sitting on a
'dharna' (sit-in) to
demand restoration
of the old pension
scheme for two
months but no gov-
ernment represen-
tative met them, she
said.

Gandhi also al-
leged that 63,000
posts were lying va-
cant in the state but
unemployed youths
had not been provided jobs.
She promised that five lakh
jobs would be provided to

unemployed youths in five
years and announced a
monthly allowance of Rs

1,500 to women to help
raise the standard of liv-
ing. "This is the time to

change, otherwise
you will not get any-
thing in the next
five years," she said.
"If you vote the
Congress to power,
Himachal Pradesh
will grow." Gandhi
also hit back at the
BJP for claiming
that Himachal
would buck the
trend of changing
governments every
five years and said
the ruling party
changed the trend
by not making any
development. The
Congress leader

also addressed the increas-
ing trend of drug addition
in the state and said a poli-

cy would be created and de-
addiction centres opened
in every district. Primary
health centres will also be
strengthened to provide
better health care facilities
to people.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the Congress' Himachal
unit president Pratibha
Singh, Leader of
Opposition in Himachal
Assembly Mukesh
Agnihotri, the party's
election campaign com-
mittee chairperson
Sukhvinder Sukhu, sen-
ior leader Rajeev Shukla
and Leader of Opposition
in Punjab Assembly
Pratap Singh Bajwa also
addressed the rally.
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AICC General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra interacts with employees
during their protest to demand old pension scheme, in Solan, Friday.
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel is also seen.

Court orders framing attempt
to murder, rioting charges

against AAP ex-leader, others
New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI): 

A court here has ordered to
frame rioting and murder
charges among others against
former AAP councillor Tahir
Hussain and five others in a
case related to the 2020 north-
east Delhi riots. The court said
all the accused indulged in tar-
geting Hindus and their acts
were apparently prejudicial to

the harmony between
Muslims and Hindus. Besides
Hussain, Additional Sessions
Judge Pulastya Pramachala
also ordered the framing of
charges against Tanvir Malik,
Gulfam, Nazim, Kasim, and
Shah Alam while hearing a
case registered by one Ajay
Jha, who was allegedly shot at
by a mob near Chand Bagh on
February 25, 2020.

‘Fine particle pollution linked mortality
in India may be lower than thought’

New Delhi, Oct 14 (PTI): 

Exposure to high levels
of fine air pollution parti-
cles (PM2.5) in India may
have a smaller impact on
mortality than previously
estimated, according to the
first such study to cover the
whole of the country. India
has among the highest lev-
els of air pollution in the
world, with most people liv-
ing in areas with fine par-
ticulate matter levels
(PM2.5) well above the safe
limit by the World Health
Organization (WHO).

The findings of the
Million Death Study
(MDS), published in the
journal Environmental
Health Perspectives, linked

concentrations of PM2.5
derived from satellite-
based measurements and
deaths in over 7,400 small
areas covering a total popu-
lation of 6.8 million. The
researchers quantified the
relationship between
PM2.5 exposures over sev-
eral years to the subse-
quent mortality risk, focus-
ing on the leading killers of
adults: respiratory disease,
heart disease, stroke and
overall mortality. Their
analyses adjusted for risk
factors that make these dis-
eases more common such
as smoking, urban or rural
residency, and education.
Because these diseases and
PM2.5 tend to cluster in
some areas but not others,

they also adjusted for spa-
tial clustering. Analysing
over 200,000 deaths at ages
15 69 years, the researchers
found a nine per cent ex-
cess risk in stroke deaths
for every 10 microgrammes
per cubic metre increase in
PM2.5 exposure.

However, there were no
excess risks for respirato-
ry or heart disease and for
total mortality (after ex-
cluding stroke), they said.
Study results were broad-
ly similar in different age-
groups and in areas with
higher or lower use of
household solid fuel --
which itself is the major
contributor to PM2.5 ex-
posure as measured by
satellites.

Workers prepare colourful candles for sale ahead of the Diwali festival, in Agartala, Friday.

COLOURFUL CANDLES


