
New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

Congress presidential
candidate Shashi Tharoor
on Wednesday asserted
that if he becomes the
AICC chief, he would fully
implement the party's ex-
isting constitution which
requires CWC elections
and revival of the parlia-
mentary board that has
been dormant for a quar-
ter-century.

In an interview with
PTI, Tharoor also said the
Congress must decen-
tralise authority and truly
empower the grassroots of-
fice-bearers of the party.

The Lok Sabha MP from
Thiruvananthapuram
said he would fully imple-
ment the Udaipur
Declaration which was
unanimously agreed at the
party's Chintan Shivir ear-

lier this year. Asked about
his plans for the party if
he wins the electoral con-
test against Mallikarjun
Kharge for the top post,
the former Union minister
said, "I think an important
first step would be to call
for elections to the
Working Committee to
spread our inner-party
democracy even further."

"I am going to imple-
ment fully the existing
Constitution, which re-
quires CWC elections and

the revival of the parlia-
mentary board that has
been dormant for a quar-
ter-century, and the
Udaipur Declaration
which was unanimously
agreed," Tharoor said.

The holding of the
Congress Working
Committee elections and
the revival of the parlia-
mentary board were
among the key demands of
the group of 23 leaders, in-
cluding Tharoor, who
wrote to party chief Sonia
Gandhi in 2020 seeking
large scale organisational
reforms.

At the Shivir, the
Congress had adopted the
Udaipur Declaration
which included wide-rang-
ing organisational re-
forms to make the party
battle-ready for the next
round of assembly and

Lok Sabha polls, including
wider representation to
those under 50 years of
age and enforcing 'one per-
son, one post' and 'one fam-
ily, one ticket' rules with
riders.

Tharoor said that as he
has pointed out in his
manifesto that the
Congress must empower
the party in the states by
giving real authority to the
Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) presi-
dents, block, mandal and
booth presidents.

"We must decentralise
authority and truly em-
power the grassroots of-
fice-bearers of the party.
Our PCC delegates, for in-
stance, have literally had
no role for the last 22 years
but to vote in the coming
election on October 17th!"
the 66-year-old leader said.

Mig 29K crashes
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A MiG 29K
fighter jet of the Indian
Navy crashed off the Goa
coast on Wednesday
morning after developing
a technical malfunction.
The pilot ejected safely,
the Navy said. The naval
headquarters has
ordered a Board of
Inquiry (BoI) into the
incident. "A MiG 29K on a
routine sortie over sea
off Goa developed a tech-
nical malfunction while
returning to base. 

Slender loris 
CChheennnnaaii:: Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has notified the
country's first Kadavur
slender loris sanctuary
covering 11,806 hectares
in Karur and Dindigul dis-
tricts of the State, Chief
Minister M K Stalin
informed on Wednesday.
Slender lorises are small
nocturnal mammals and
are arboreal in nature, as
they spend most of their
life on trees. The species,
listed as endangered as
per the International
Union for the
Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), acts as a biologi-
cal predator to pests of
agricultural crops and
benefits farmers. 

Flying lanterns 
MMuummbbaaii:: The use and sale
of flying lanterns in
Mumbai will be prohibited
for 30 days beginning
October 16, as per an
official order. The ban on
the use, sale and storage
of flying lanterns, also
called Chinese lanterns
will be in force till
November 14. A police
official said on
Wednesday the use of sky
lanterns may cause dan-
ger to human life and
safety due to "the situa-
tion prevailing in areas
under the control of
Mumbai Police".

BRIEF

A women shows her hands adorned
with 'mehndi' on the eve of Karwa

Chauth festival, in Gurugram,
Wednesday.
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Raipur, Oct 12: 

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday hit out at
the Centre over the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) conducting searches
at several locations in the
Congress-ruled state and
said probe agencies should
not be misused for politi-
cal mileage or to defame
the state government, its
officials and politicians.

Talking to reporters in
Raipur, Baghel sought to
know why the anti-money

laundering agency has not
revealed details of recov-
ery made during its action
in the state.

According to sources,
the ED has seized about Rs
4 crore worth of cash and
jewellery during searches
at several locations linked
to government officers

and businessmen in
Chhattisgarh in connec-
tion with a money laun-
dering case.

The central agency has
been conducting raids in
the state capital Raipur,
Raigarh, Mahasamund,
Korba and other districts
since Tuesday.

The searches covered
premises of three Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officers, including a
district collector, business-
men, including Suryakant
Tiwari, and politicians of
the ruling party, including
former MLA and chair-
man of state's seeds devel-
opment corporation Agni
Chandrakar, the sources

said. Asked about the re-
covery reportedly made by
the central agency during
the searches, Baghel said,
"Have they (ED) given any
press release about recov-
ery? Whether they have
seized it from officers or
businessmen? They
should inform whatever
they have seized from
every single officer. Why
an attempt is being made
to defame (officials and
politicians from the state).
If they have recovered
anything they should
make it public."

The Congress leader
said probe agencies should
not be used for political
purposes.

Kochi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

Mohammed Shafi, the
prime accused in the human
sacrifice case in which two
women were allegedly mur-
dered in a house at
Elanthoor in
Pathanamthitta District, is a
pervert and the mastermind,
police said on Wednesday.

A history-sheeter, Shafi
had used the irrational fear
of the accused couple for
black magic and created a
pretext for human sacrifice
to settle their financial issues
and bring prosperity in their
life, Ernakulam City police
commissioner, C Nagaraju
said. A local court here today
remanded the trio to 14 days'
judicial custody after the po-
lice team produced them be-
fore it with a detailed re-
mand report on the manner

of gruesome murder. On
Tuesday, police arrested the
trio -- Bhagaval Singh and
his wife Laila and their asso-
ciate Muhammad Shafi - for
allegedly killing the women.

The case pertains to the
missing cases of one Padma
and Roslin who disappeared
on two different dates from
Elamkulam and Chalakudy
respectively. Nagaraju said

the crime came to light dur-
ing a probe to find Padma
who went missing on
September 26 from
Elamkulam near here. At a
press meet, the police official
said Shafi was initially reluc-
tant to cooperate with the po-
lice, but when confronted
with various pieces of evi-
dence including the state-
ment of the accused couple,
he broke down.

Later, the details of
Roslin's death also came out.
She went missing in June, he
said. "All we had was a
CCTV visual of a lady get-
ting in a car with Shafi.
Nothing else. Police team
took the scientific route,
traced them to the house at
Elanthoor, questioned the
couple and the whole inci-
dent unfolded," Nagaraju
said.

New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

The Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has ap-
proved the payment of
productivity linked bonus
(PLB) to railway employ-
ees for the financial year
2021-22, Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur said on
Wednesday.

Payment of PLB to eligi-
ble railway employees is
made each year before the
dussehra/puja holidays.
This year too, PLB amount

equivalent to 78 days
wages has been paid to
about 11.27 lakh non-
gazetted Railway employ-
ees. The maximum
amount payable per eligi-
ble railway employee is Rs
17,951 for 78 days.

The above amount has
been paid to various cate-
gories, including track
maintainers, drivers and
guards, station masters,
supervisors, technicians,
technician helpers, con-
trollers, pointsmen, minis-
terial staff and other
group C' staff.

New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said on
Wednesday it is aware of the
"Lakshman Rekha'' on judicial
review of government policy
decisions but will have to
examine the 2016 demonetisa-
tion decision to decide
whether the issue has become
a mere "academic" exercise.
A five-judge bench headed by
Justice S A Nazeer said when
an issue arises before a con-
stitution bench, it is its duty
to answer.
Attorney General R
Venkataramani submitted that
unless the Act on demonetisa-

tion is challenged in a proper
perspective, the issue will
essentially remain academic.
The High Denomination Bank
Notes (Demonetisation) Act
was passed in 1978 to provide
in public interest for demon-
etisation of certain high
denomination bank notes in
order to check illicit transfer
of money harmful to the econ-
omy which such currency
notes facilitate.
The top court said in order to
declare whether the exercise
is academic or infructuous, it
needs to examine the matter
since both sides are not
agreeable.

Hyderabad, Oct. 12 (PTI): 

The Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA)
has approved the demerg-
er of NMDC Steel, a three-
million tone steel plant in
Chhattisgarh, from NMDC
Ltd, the iron ore miner
said.

"This is to inform you
that the Company is in re-
ceipt t of the MCA Order
dated 06.10.2022 received
on 11.10.2022 sanctioning
the Scheme, and the same
is annexed to this letter.
Request you to kindly take
the same on record and

oblige," NMDC said in a
communication to BSE on
Tuesday night.

The Company is in the
process of complying with
the requirements as envis-
aged in the MCA Order
and the observation letters
received from Bombay,
Calcutta and National
Stock Exchanges, NMDC
said.

NMDC is in the process
of demerging its three-mil-
lion Greenfield steel plant
it built at Nagarnar in
Chhattisgarh with an in-
vestment outlay of over Rs
20,000 crore.

New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

The Interpol has sent
back India's request seek-
ing a Red Notice against
founder of pro-khalistan
group Sikhs for Justice,
Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, with a set of
queries, officials said
Wednesday.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation, which is
the national central bu-
reau of India to liaison
with the Interpol, had
sent the request of
National Investigation
Agency seeking Red
Notice against Pannun
but it was returned with
further queries, they said.

Fringe organisation
SFJ, run by a few radical
Sikhs of foreign national-
ity in the US, Canada, the
UK, etc, was declared un-
lawful under the provi-
sions of Section 3(1) of
the Unlawful Activities

(Prevention) Act, 1967.
The Centre by its July

10, 2019 notification had
declared SFJ unlawful as-
sociation and had banned
it for five years, saying
the group's primary ob-
jective was to establish an
"independent and sover-
eign country" in Punjab
and it openly espouses
the cause of Khalistan
and in that process, chal-
lenges the sovereignty
and territorial integrity
of India.

This was later upheld
by a Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act tribunal
headed by Delhi High
Court Chief Justice D N
Patel.

Multiple agencies have
filed cases against Pannun
who has been declared as
an "individual terrorist"
under the fourth schedule
of UAPA (Unlawful
Activities Prevention
Amendment Act).

Raigarh, Oct 12 (PTI): 

A 32-year-old Kabaddi
player was critically in-
jured during a match in
Raigarh district of
Chhattisgarh and died
later, an official said on
Wednesday.

The incident occurred
in Bhalumaar area under
the Gharghoda police sta-
tion limits on Tuesday
evening, said Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Rohit Singh.

The player, Thandaram
Malakar, suffered critical
injuries and fell uncon-
scious during a Kabaddi
match that was played
under the aegis of
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics, an event hosted
by the state government,
he said. Malakar was
rushed to Gharghoda
Community Health
Center. He succumbed to
his injuries while being
taken to the Raigarh dis-
trict hospital.

Interpol sends back India’s
red notice request against

SFJ founder Pannun

Kabaddi player
suffers critical
injuries during

match, dies later

Will call for CWC elections if
elected Congress chief: Tharoor

Baghel hits out at Centre over
ED searches in Chh’garh

̈ CM seeks details 
of recovery

‘Pervert used baseless fear 
of couple for human sacrifice’

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

Laila, one of the accused in
the Elanthoor 'human sacri-
fice' case, being produced at
court, in Kochi, Wednesday.

MCA approves demerger of NMDC 
steel plant in Chhattisgarh from NMDC

Aware of ‘Lakshman Rekha’ but
will examine demonetisation: SC

Cabinet approves payment of productivity
linked bonus to railway employees

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved amendments
to the Multi-State Cooperative
Societies Act to bring transparency
in the sector and reform the elec-
toral process. The Union Cabinet
has approved the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies (Amendment)
Bill, 2022, which seeks to amend the
Multi-State Cooperative Societies
Act, 2002, I&B Minister Anurag
Thakur told reporters here after the
Cabinet meeting.

Amendments in 
Multi-State Cooperative

Societies Act to bring
transparency

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1122:: On
W e d n e s d a y ,
C o l l e c t o r
P u s h p e n d r a
Kumar Meena in-
spected the con-
struction works
from Pulgaon
Square to Nehru
Nagar Square.
He instructed
the engineers of
various depart-
ments to examine the blue-
print before constructing the
roads and drains so that the
existing pipeline network is
not disturbed or damaged
during the constructions. He
said that the drains should be
constructed in such a way that
the water distribution pipeline

network is not disturbed. At
Pulgaon Square, he asked the
officials to relocate the statue
of Mini Mata on the roadside
to ensure smooth traffic
movement after the road
widening. He further asked
the officials to plant trees on
both sides of the road.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12: Bhilai
Truck Trailer Transport
Association (BTTTA) pro-
vided monetary assistance
of Rs 25000 for the marriage
of a girl. It needs to be men-
tioned here that on the occa-
sion of the third death an-
niversary of BTTTA's first
President and renowned
philanthropist Late Bira
Singh, the association had
announced to provide mon-
etary assistance of Rs
25000/- on girl's marriage in
the families of Drivers,
Helpers, Mechanics,

Supervisors and Lifters. In
this sequel, the association
provided assistance to the
first beneficiary on
Wednesday. Association's
Patron Achaljit Bhatia,
President Inderjit Singh

(Chhotu Bhaiya) and mem-
bers handed over Rs 25000
cash to Shaba Khatoon,
younger sister of driver
Dilshad Khan at the Union
Office in Khursipar. Malkit
Singh, Anil Chaudhary,

Dilip Khatwani, Sandeep
Singh, Gurmukh Singh,
Joga Rao, Satbir Singh,
Gokul Sharma, Shahnawaz
Khan, Satendra Sharma,
Nirmal Singh and other
members were present.

Mithilesh Mishra 

Bhilai: Shanti Nagar res-
ident Mithilesh Mishra,
wife of Late Vijay Mishra
left for heavenly abode on
Tuesday. She was posted
as a teacher in govern-
ment school, Boregaon,
Nankatti. Funeral pro-
cession will be taken out
from her residence situ-
ated at 865, street 13,
Shanti Nagar on October
13 around 13:30 hrs and
last rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She is sur-
vived by sons - Sagar
Mishra and Varun
Mishra.

OBITUARY

Mini Mata’s statue to be
relocated on roadside

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1122::  Komaljeet Kaur
has won a gold medal in
BasketBall (U-17) girl's category
of the 22nd State Level Games
2022-23 which was organised
during October 01 to 04 in Raipur.
She is a student of Class 10th at
Gurunanak English Senior
Secondary School (GNESSS),
Sector 6. On this achievement,
GNESSS Chairman Sardar Tara
Singh has extended blessings

and greetings to Komaljeet. Guru
Singh Sabha Sector 6 President
Sardar Kulwant Singh, Sardar
Manjeet Singh, Sardar Gurudev
Singh, Sardar PP Singh
Ahluwalia, Sardar GS Flora,
Sardar Jasbir Singh, Sardar
Baljeet Singh, School Education
Committee office bearers Sardar
Harmeet Singh, Sardar Baldev
Singh, Sardar Amardeep Singh,
Sardar Manjinder Singh and
Principal Mona Singh wished her
a bright future.

Komaldeep Kaur wins gold medal 

Durg to get its first electric crematorium at Ramnagar Muktidham 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12: The first
electric crematorium of
Durg district has been com-
pleted at Ramnagar
Muktidham. Bhilai Mayor
Neeraj Pal and Municipal
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
jointly on Wednesday
reached the electric crema-
torium site in Muktidham
and took detailed informa-
tion about the status.

A room along with the
shed has been constructed,
the process of machine in-
stallation has also been
completed. Transformers
too have been installed for
power supply. Here it needs
a mention that the entire
process of cremation in
electric crematorium
would take about an hour.

While it would take
about 30 minutes while the
mortal remain turn into
ashes another half an hour

would be required to collect
the bones and the ashes.
Therefore, in about an hour
the process of cremation
and collection of the re-
mains will be completed.

This electric crematori-
um is also very useful
from the environmental
point of view as logs
would not be required for
the process of cremation.
In a day around 8 to 10 cre-
mations can be done in 10
hours. This process would

prove to be even more use-
ful during rainy season.

About 52 lakh rupees
have been spent in the
construction work of elec-
tric crematorium. An
agency will be appointed
to take care of the opera-
tion and maintenance
part. The agency will
work for 2 years and
would also train the em-
ployees on how to use the
crematorium.

In a way, it will be a mod-

ern electric crematorium
which will be the first of
its kind in Bhilai area. It
was during the Covid pan-
demic at its peak that a
large number of deaths oc-
curred resulting in rush at
Muktidham. It was then
that decision was tkane to
install an electric cremato-
rium in this Muktidham.

Now it has been com-
pleted and will be started
soon. During this visit oth-
ers who accompanied
were Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Superintending
Engineer Deepak Joshi,
Zone Commissioner Pooja
Pillay, Executive Engineer
Kuldeep Gupta, Health
Officer Dharmendra
Mishra, Assistant
Engineer Arvind Sharma,
Mayor's personal secre-
tary Wasim Khan, Deputy
Engineers Arpit Banjare
and Basant Sahu.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12: A 5-mem-
ber team of International
Naturopathy Organisation
(INO) Chhattisgarh accord-
ed a warm welcome to Dr
Biswaroop Roy Chowdhury
(BRC) at Nehru House of
Culture, Sector 1. Manoj
Thackeray, Dr Laxprad,
Neeta Chaurasia, Dr Neeta
Gupta and Kishore Kanojia
were present.

Dr Biswaroop Roy
Chowdhary is a renowned
medical nutritionist who
has millions of followers

on youtube and facebook.
In 2017, he had explained a
DIP diet plan to reverse dia-
betes disease. After getting
benefits, millions of people
are following him. In the
Corona period, he treated
more than 5 lakh people
without medicine.

Documentation of 50000
patients has been submit-
ted to the Ministry of
AYUSH, Government of
India. On Sunday, he con-
ducted a seminar at Nehru
house of Culture which
was attended by more than
1200 people.

He explained three types
of balances to cure the dis-
eases completely. He spoke
about the measures to cor-
rect the electric balance,
mechanical balance and
mineral balance of the pa-
tient's body. He explained
the naturopathic way of
conducting dialysis for the
patients suffering from kid-
ney disorders.

He used Ayurveda and
Naturopathy as the basis
for all his experiments. All
the remedies mentioned by
him are available on
Youtube.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12: The first,
third and fifth semester
theory examinations for
colleges under Hemchand
Yadav University Durg are
being proposed to be start-
ed from the third week of
December.

Giving this information,
the Deputy Registrar of
Examinations, Dr
Rajamani Patel explained
that soon the examination
department of the univer-
sity would issue a detailed
notification in this regard.
According to Dr Patel, in
the first week of
November, all the students
who are appearing in
these semester examina-
tions offline will be able to

fill the online examination
application form. Exact
date of the same would be
announced separately.

According to Dr Patel,
the semester practical ex-
aminations will be held in
the first week of
December before the theo-
ry examinations. After
this the ATKT examina-
tions of different semester
classes will be conducted.

After the completion of
the ATKT exam, the main
theory exam of the semes-
ter will be conducted. The
Vice Chancellor, Dr Palta
held a meeting of the prin-
cipals of B Ed colleges and
discussed the date for the
date for the conduct of the
B Ed first and third semes-
ter examinations.

Dr Patel informed that
the university is sending
information to all the prin-
cipals that they should

compulsorily complete the
practical and theoretical
courses of the students by
November 25, if needed by
taking additional classes
for completion of syllabus.

Dr Patel informed that
for the newly admitted stu-
dents of all undergradu-
ate/postgraduate first
year/semester of the aca-
demic session 2022-23 of
the university, the enroll-
ment application form will
be available online on the
prescribed fee of 150/-
from 01 October to 15
October 2022.

Enrollment fee can be
deposited through ATM /
Debit Card / Credit Card /
Internet Banking / UPI.
The hard copy of the on-
line enrollment applica-
tion will be accepted by
the student in the respec-
tive college till October 17.
October 19 has been fixed

as the last date by the col-
lege for submitting the
duly filled in enrollment
applications of all the stu-
dents substantiated by the
necessary documents.

It is mandatory for the
students who have passed
from the board or univer-
sity outside Chhattisgarh
to pay an immigration fee
of Rs 300. Those students
who have passed CBSE
board, who have passed
12th examination from
any school in
Chhattisgarh, are not re-
quired to pay immigration
fee.

Such students of the sec-
ond or third year of gradu-
ation, who had previously
appeared as a non-college
student and have taken ad-
mission this year as a reg-
ular student, will also have
to fill the online enroll-
ment application form.

Preparations begin for
paddy procurement

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12:
Preparations have begun
for paddy procurement in
the district. Paddy procure-
ment will begin from
November 01. On
Wednesday, training was
given to the managers of 94
procurement centers.
Jawahar Verma, Chairman,
District Co-operative Bank
was also present.

Verma asked the com-
mittee managers to take
care of all possible facili-
ties of the farmers, so that
they need not have to wait

for long. The token should
be distributed on time,
along with the basic
arrangement like drinking
water in the procurement
center should be ensured.

He said that all possible
assistance would be pro-
vided by the government
to the committee man-
agers for better procure-
ment of paddy. He said that
the task of providing
gunny bags to the commit-
tees and the responsibility
of transportation would be
done on top priority. Food
Controller Dipankar said
that in the past also, com-

mittee managers have
done a good job in Durg
district. He urged them to
take full care of the con-
venience of the farmers
and deal with the purchas-
es well.

Deputy Registrar
Cooperatives Awadhesh
Mishra said that all
arrangements should be
made for the purchase of
paddy as per the rules of
the committee. On this oc-
casion, Hridesh Sharma
from District Co-operative
Bank and Bhowmik
Baghel, DMO were also
present.

Collector gives instructions to 
improve facilities at CCM Hospital 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12: Three
buses will be operated to fa-
cilitate the patients to
reach CCM Hospital in
Kachandur. These buses
will be ply on such routes
that maximum number of
people can be benefited.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena gave these
instructions during a meet-
ing of the officials at CCM
Hospital.

The Collector said work-
ing has to be done in the di-
rection of increasing the
footfall at OPDs of the hos-
pital. Mitanin will also
work to provide maximum
facilities to the surround-
ing villages through the
hospital.

Cluster wise Mitanin
will coordinate to take the
patients to the hospital.
Dean PK Patra, Nodal
Officer Padmini Bhoi and
other officials were present

in the meeting. In the meet-
ing, the Collector discussed
the necessary facilities
with the hospital manage-
ment and doctors.

Doctors stated that there
is a need to expand the
range of medicines in the
hospital. On this, the
Collector gave instructions
to the management to make

more medicines available.
Along with this, he asked
the officers to continuously
monitor the availability of
all the medicines.

The Collector said that
they have to focus on four
OTs including
O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,
Gynaecology and
Emergency. He asked the of-

ficials to make him aware
about the need of manpow-
er and resources so that
arrangements can be made.
Along with this, a complete
system of equipment like
X-ray, sonography should
be maintained so that the
patients can get the best
treatment.

It was informed in the

meeting that some vil-
lagers have to travel long
distances as there is no en-
trance for the hospital from
the back side. The Collector
instructed the officials to
open the way in the rear
end of the campus so that
the patients do not face any
kind of problem.

He said that people
should also be made aware
about the facilities avail-
able in the hospital. Wide
publicity should be con-
ducted about the facilities.
The Collector also gave in-
structions on the necessary
facilities in the college.

He said that the campus
should be very beautiful
and clean. The students
should not face any prob-
lem. Along with this, com-
plete arrangements should
also be made for their
sports activities. For this,
he instructed them to build
volleyball and badminton
courts.
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Training given to the managers of 94 procurement centers

Semester examinations proposed
from third week of December

p Hemchand Yadav
University Durg 

INO welcomes BRC in Bhilai Padmini
appointed

Nodal Officer

Bhilai, Oct 12: For en-
suring smooth and af-
fective conduct of ad-
ministrative works,
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena has ap-
pointed Upper
Collector Padmini Bhoi
as Nodal Officer of
District Trade and
Industries Centre as
well as Suposhan
Abhiyaan of Women
and Child Development
Department.

Padmini Bhoi

Earlier in the morning, Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal
and Municipal Commissioner Rohit Vyas also in-
spected the pond located near Ramnagar
Muktidham. The pond spread over an area of
about 21 acres is to be beautified as per the unani-
mous decision passed by the MiC. The beautifica-
tion work of ponds in the city has already been ini-
tiated. The pond located at Ramnagar Muktidham
is divided into two parts because of the pathway
almost in the middle. Efforts are on to give a natu-
ral look to the pond. The pond will have ample re-
sources for recreation and enjoyment and will be
the main attraction for the city. This pond is big-
ger in size to other ponds, due to which there is
immense possibilities of beautification. This pond
will be rejuvenated at a cost of Rs 2.5 crores. It is

noteworthy that Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel had announced an amount to beautify the ponds, which is being
implemented expeditiously. The Mayor has given instructions to complete the departmental processes for this at
the earliest. Amenities for people in pond beautification include walkway, attractive plants, post lamp, garden
chair for sitting, gazebo, flower pot, landscaping, wall fountain, fencing for safe surrounds, grand attractive gate,
high mask light for illumination of the entire area, paver-blocked pathway, toilet facilities, construction of ghat in
view of Chhath festival, facility of changing rooms, park for children's play etc. will be available.  The Mayor and
the Commissioner, during their joint inspection also inspected the Sanjay Nagar Pond and ground and Sheetla
Pond in Supela. Better planning is also being done regarding the beautification of Sanjay Nagar pond, while the
work of Sheetla pond of Supela is also towards the final stage. Additional Commissioner Ashok Dwivedi,
Superintending Engineer Deepak Joshi, Zone Commissioner Pooja Pillay and Manish Gaikwad, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra, Executive Engineer Kuldeep Gupta, Assistant Engineer Arvind Sharma, Mayor's personal sec-
retary Wasim Khan and Deputy Engineer Arpit Banjare were present during the inspection. 

Muktidham pond also to get facelift  

BTTTA provides monetary 
assistance for girl’s marriage
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‘PROG ON KARVA CHAUTH’

Variety of programmes including Ramp-walk and other competitions were organised by the members of Jaycees
Vama Capital as part of ‘pre-Karva-Chauth’ festivity in a private hotel here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Oct 12: 

Chhattisgarh is the
sixth state in India, where
the applicant can apply in
all three levels (Public
Information Officer, First
Appellate Officer and
Second Appeal) under on-
line process. Right to
Information makes ad-
ministration transparent
and accountable and
aware citizens can get in-
formation from gover-
nance and administra-
tion. An online web portal
(rtionline.cg.gov.in) has
been prepared by the
Government of
Chhattisgarh for the State
Information Commission,
which was launched on
Wednesday by the Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain
at the click of a computer
button. The online web
portal (rtionline.cg.gov.in)
was launched at the State
Information Commission
office. State Information

Commissioner Ashok
Agrawal, Manoj Trivedi,
Dhanvendra Jaiswal,
Former State Information
Commissioner, Mohan
Rao Pawar, Secretary
General Administration
Department, DD Singh
and Secretary State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner, Anand
Masih were present on
the occasion. Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain
suggested that on this oc-
casion, online web portal
should be made in Hindi

so that people who are less
educated in the matter of
computer can use it easily.
The benefits of which can
be availed to the maxi-
mum number of common
citizens. He suggested
that in order to make the
Right to Information
more effective, the Public
Relations Department
and the Commission
should together make
short videos in the local
language of Chhattisgarh
and tell the entire process
of online web portal, so

that common citizens can
take maximum benefit of
this portal. Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner MK Raut
said that under the Right
to Information Act, 2005,
the Commission is con-
stantly trying to provide
new facilities to the appli-
cants, under which the
online web portal was
launched on Wednesday.
He said that applicants,
Public Information
Officer/First Appellate
Officer and Second
Appeal can send applica-
tions online. It is impor-
tant that the required fee
under this Act can also be
deposited online.

This online web portal
will be operational 24X7
days. On the occasion of
the launch of the online
web portal of the State
Information Commission,
the officers, employees
and representatives of the
media were present.

CS Jain inaugurates online portal
of the Information Commission

Right to Information makes administration transparent and accountable

Raipur, Oct 12:

Two state government
employees were nabbed
red-handed by ACB accept-
ing bribe of Rs 40000 here
for release of Pension and
GPF amount of the com-
plainant here on
Wednesday. This include a
Asst. Grade-1 and Asst.
Grade-2 working in the of-
fice of Dy. Director
Veterinary department in
District Mahasamund.
They have demanded the
amount for withdrawal of
pension and GPF that of
the applicant. As per infor-
mation in this regard, as

per instruction from the
Director EOW/ ACB
Raipur Arif H Shekh and
under leadership of SP
EOW/ACB Pankaj
Chandra, Amruta Sori
Dhruv- Addl. SP, the ACB
Raipur team nabbed Asst.
Grade-1 employees Sarita
Tripathi and Asst. Grade-2
employee Umashankar
Gupta working in the of-
fice of Dy. Director

Veterinary Department
District Mahasamund.

The complainant has
filed a  complaint in ACB
office Raipur that on his
retirement, he wanted to
withdraw his pension and
GPF amount and for
which he approached the
above two officers from
the office of Dy. Director
Veterinary department.
Both of them had raised a

demand of Rs 40000 as
bribe and for this he had
already paid Rs 57000 earli-
er as bribe. But for the re-
lease of second install-
ment, both above negotiat-
ed it for Rs 40000. On con-
firmation of the com-
plaint, the complainant
took the amount of Rs
40000 on Oct 12 to above
two employees in the office
of Dy. Director Veterinary
deptt. The complainant
was accompanied with the
ACB sleuths and both the
above clerks were nabbed
red-handed while accept-
ing the bribe of Rs 40000. A
case  under section 7 (K) 12
of Prevention of
Corruption Act 1988 was
filed against the two and
matter was taken for legal
action and both were pro-
duced in the Court.

ACB nabs two employees red-handed
accepting bribe of Rs 40000

 From the complainant
demanding release 
of his pension 
and GPF amount

Raipur, Oct 12: 

Mayor Ejaz Dhebar con-
ducted a review meeting
with the officers of RMC
on development works and
held talks regarding
‘Amrut Mission’, ‘water
supply ‘ and road con-
struction and mainte-
nance work. Apart from
this Mayor gave strict in-
structions to recover
penalty and expenditure
from the person or institu-
tion responsible for dig-
ging of roads.

Holding the review
meeting at RMC’s head of-
fice, Mayor expressed an-
noyance over frequent dig-
ging of roads in the city
and gave instructions to
the officials to hold meet-

ing with all the concerned
departments about laying
of pipelines or cables or
construction of drains and
it is on completion of
these works that the road
construction work be
taken at the end. After its
completion if there is any
digging work on the tarred
road, then required expen-
diture and penalty be re-
covered from the con-
cerned person or institu-
tion.

Recover expenditure for 
digging of tarred roads: Mayor
 Holds review meeting

with officials

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1122:: Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) Raipur cele-
brated its 13th Foundation Day on
October 11th after becoming a
stalwart in preparing ethical lead-
ers dedicated to business, com-
merce, and industry, and being
socially conscious of their role in
nation-building and promoting the
nation overseas. Over 1600 of its
alumni are making a significant
impact on the corporate world
globally in a variety of industries.
The event was graced by the pres-
ence of Chief Guest Shyamala
Gopinath, Chairperson BoG IIM
Raipur and Retd. Prof Sudip
Chaudhary from IIM Kolkata. The
students of IIM Raipur collaborat-
ed with the cultural club ‘RANG’ to
commemorate the day and honor
the people who lent a helping
hand in getting IIM Raipur to the
place it holds today. Pixel, the
Digital Media Club, staged a beau-
tiful video that portrayed the
memorable journey of the institute
and everything it has achieved
along the way.  Not only the stu-

dents but also the faculty and staff
contributed to the celebration
with melodious performances by
professors and a Chhattisgarh folk
dance by the guards of IIM Raipur.
To express gratitude, all faculty
members who’ve been in continu-
ous association of the institute
were granted with mementoes, as
well as some of the staff for their
service as the backbone of the
institute. Students of PGP 2021-23
batch were also felicitated for
their excellent performance in
academics. Shyamala Gopinath, in
her address, wished a wonderful
future for the institute with more
glory and excellence. She, along
with Dr. Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM Raipur, highlighted
the mission and vision of the insti-
tute and how it instills them in all
its students. The wonderful cele-
bration ended with the sweet note
of thanks by The Chief administra-
tive officer, (Retd.) Col. Harindra
Tripathi, who thanked the entire
crowd for all their contributions to
the institute.

IIM Raipur celebrates 
its 13th Foundation Day

Raipur, Oct 12:

Raipur Railway
Protection Police (RPF)
has nabbed two with 30 kg
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 2 lakh
from their possession. It is
on joining of new Railway
SP (IPS) Dharmendra
Singh Chavai that action
is being taken on such ele-
ments and drug smugglers
transporting goods
through trains.

According to railway po-
lice, RPF launched check-
ing in the platform of
Raipur Railway Station on
Wednesday and they found
two suspicious persons
standing and were carry-
ing ‘Ganja’ packed in two
bags. RPF team doubted
the material being carried
and inquired the two.

When seriously interro-
gated and they searched
their bags, they found 30
Kg ‘Ganja’ inside it and es-
timated to be around Rs 2
lakh.

Sources informed that
the main accused is Sunil
Tripathi S/o Motilal
Tripathi from Kausambi
district of UP and other is
Sarvesh Kumar Singh S/o

Bahudar Singh, R/o
Kausambi, (UP). Both
were nabbed with 30 kg
‘ganja’ being carried in a
trolley bag and were on
way to UP. Both were in-
volved in ‘ganja’ smug-
gling earlier also. It is no-
table here that Railway SP
(IPS) Dharmendra Singh
Chavai has joined railway
police recently.

Two boys nabbed with 
5 Kg ‘Ganja’

Raipur: It was on tip
from an informer that
two young boys are
standing near New Bus
Stand in Bhatagaon and
are waiting to catch a
bus and are having big
suitcase with them. On
this the team of Cyber
Unit, Anti-crime and
Tikrapara police reached
the site and nabbed the
two as per the details
given and on interroga-
tion and checking of
suitcase, found 5 kg
‘Ganja’ inside it. A case
under section 20 B of
Narcotics Act was filed
against the two and it
was taken under investi-
gation.

Two nabbed with 30 Kg ‘Gnaja’ worth Rs 2 lakh
Were transporting it thru train to UP

Raipur, Oct 12: State
Forest and Climate
Change and Environment
Minister Mohammad
Akbar  participated in the
state level Eco Bal Mela or-
ganised by the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board and felicitated the
excellent eco clubs of the
state. Bharat Mata English
Medium School, Bilaspur
got the first prize e under
best eco club competition,
second prize was awarded
to Late. Shriram Sharma
(Mintu) Government
Higher Secondary School,
Dumartarai, Raipur and
3rd Prize was bagged by
B.S.P. Senior Secondary
School, Sector-7, Bhilai.
Today, on the last day of

the two-day Eco Children’s
Fair, Housing and
Environment Minister Mr.
Mohammad Akbar gave
away the award to the Eco
Club schools. Appreciating
this initiative of the chil-
dren, Akbar said that envi-
ronmental protection and
protection of nature is the
need of the hour. The par-
ticipation of all of us is
necessary in its conserva-
tion and promotion. Akbar
said that children are the

future of the country, if
this generation is deter-
mined to protect the envi-
ronment, then nothing can
be more important than
this to protect nature. We
all understand our respon-
sibility for environmental
protection and play an im-
portant part in its conser-
vation. Member Secretary
of the Board, R.P. Tiwari
while giving the welcome
address, explained in de-
tail about the formation

and activities of Eco Club
schools. Tiwari said that
in this program, children
of Eco Club from every
nook and corner of the
state participated in large
numbers. In the program,
Chhattisgarh Raj Geet and
Environment Geet by the
children of Divyang
College, Gedi dance by the
children of Ramkrishna
Ashram, Narayanpur and
attractive performance of
the band by the students of
Dumartarai School got
much appreciation.

People’s participation necessary 
in environmental protection: Akbar

 Bharat Mata, Bilaspur
got first prize and
Mintoo School,
Dumartarai bagged
second prize

Raipur, Oct 12: 

State Chief Information
Commissioner, M.K. Raut
said the main objective of
the “right to information”
is to make available every
information issued by the
government to the general
public. Citizens have the
right to get information
and in the meantime, if
there is an interruption,
then they can complain to
the “State Information
Commission”. There is
transparency between the
people and the govern-
ment and there is a ban on
corrupt people and work.
The public remains aware
by getting information

about each and every work
of the administration. A
new facility has been pro-
vided to the applicants
through the online web
portal. On the occasion of
the foundation day of
Right to Information Act
2005, Mr. Raut expressed
the above views in a work-
shop organised at

Chhattisgarh State
Information Commission
office on Wednesday,
October 12. Secretary,
General Administration

Department, DD Singh,
Secretary State
Information Commission,
Anand Masih were pres-
ent on the occasion. The
Chief Information
Commissioner said that
open form of information
about the working process
between the government
and the public is impor-

tant for the general public.
The general public can
keep information about
government documents
and can become aware of

the issues happening in
the society. State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner, Ashok
Agrawal said that one
more achievement has
been added in the history
of Chhattisgarh State
Information Commission.
With the portal being on-
line, access became easier

and quick action would
be taken along with sav-
ing the postage cost. He
said that money, time and
labour will be saved at
every stage. Agrawal said
that the important deci-
sions of the Commission
from 2005 to 2022 have
been compiled and pub-
lished, which will be ben-
eficial for the Public
Information Officer and
First Appellate Officer as
well as the applicants.
Manoj Trivedi said that
due to the commission’s
portal being online, the
functioning will improve
and the answer will be re-
ceived soon and disposal
of the case will be speed-
ed up. He said that hear-
ing of cases is becoming
convenient through video
conferencing and better
results are being ob-
tained.

Right to Information for benefit of public: Raut
 One day workshop

completed on 
the foundation day of
the Commission

Raipur, Oct 12: Sukanya
Samridhi Mahotsav is
being organized by the
Indian Postal Department
on the occasion of the 75th
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence. Under this,
accounts of three thou-
sand girl children up to the
age of 10 years have been
opened from September 15
till now  in 25 days. On
Monday, Raipur Postal
Division organized a pro-
gram under the Sukanya
Samridhi Yojana at Dr.
Ambedkar Cultural
Bhawan Gudhiyari.
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure also participated in
this. He handed over pass-
books to the mothers of
the girls. The Collector
said that it is mandatory to
open the accounts of all

the girls up to the age of 10
years. Wide publicity
should be given to this
scheme. By opening an ac-
count, the girl child can be
saved from future finan-
cial problems. The offi-
cials of the postal depart-
ment said that from
September 15, the camp is
being organised continu-
ously and widely publicity
is being done. The scheme
was started in the year

2015 under the ‘Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao’
scheme to protect the fu-
ture of the girl child and
save her. Under the
scheme, a maximum of Rs
1.50 lakh can be deposited
in a year. On this occasion,
new account holder girls
were also given passbooks
along with their mothers.
In addition, postal workers
who did excellent work
were also felicitated.

Postal department opens
accounts of 300 girls in 25 days
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Jaijaipur, Oct 12:

CM Baghel reaches
Kanshigarh village of
Jaijaipur assembly con-
stituency in Sakti district
under the ongoing ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat’ here on
Wednesday. CM Baghel
said that his government is
working to put money in
the pockets of people. Sakti
is a new district and there
is much work to be done
here. Members of women’s
group informed CM that
they want to engage in
more livelihood-oriented
activities. To which, Chief
Minister replied that we
are establishing Rural
Industrial Park to create
more such opportunities
and livelihood prospects in
villages. Initially, two parks
are being built in each
block, and this number will
be increased further in fu-

ture. A provision of Rs 600
crores has been made in
the budget for this purpose.
Chief Minister said that of-
ficials concerned have
been instructed to con-
struct ‘Gauthans’ in the vil-
lages. The government is
working continuously to
develop better employment
opportunities and improve
rural health. Until the sub-
health center is opened in

Kanshigarh, a Haat Bazar
clinic will be set up here,
said Chief Minister.
Revenue Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal, Bilaspur
Divisional Commissioner
Dr. Sanjay Alang, IG
Ratanlal Dangi, Sakti

District Collector Nupur
Rashi Panna along with
various public representa-
tives and localites wel-
comed Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel with
shawls, garlands and flow-
ers.

Govt establishing RIPAs to create
more job opportunities: CM

Makes several announcements for Jaijaipur Assembly

Announcements made
Construction of middle school building in village
Kashigarh
Construction of sub health center building in Kashigarh,
Datoud and Malni villages
Construction of Trauma Center at Community Health
Center Jaijaipur
Construction of agricultural warehouse building in
Jaijaipur
Construction of Veterinary Hospital building and its com-
pound in Jaijaipur
Construction of Anganwadi building in village Belkarri
Construction CC road from village Aklasara to Kekraghat
Construction of veterinary dispensary in village Pendri
and Kachanda
Construction of community hall in Mankadai temple com-
plex in village Bhothiya

Raipur, Oct 12: 

In order to increase envi-
ronmental awareness
among school children and
to motivate them for envi-
ronmental protection, a
two-day Eco Children’s
Fair organized by the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board was inaugurated on
Tuesday. Additional Chief
Secretary, Housing and
Environment Department
and Chairman,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board, Subrat Sahoo,
while addressing the func-
tion after inaugurating
this fair, said that school
children will have to come
forward in environmental

protection. Calling upon
the school children and
teachers present in the fair
today to take a pledge to
protect the environment,
he said that as a young gen-
eration, school children
have an important role to
play in protecting the envi-
ronment. Referring to the
dangers looming on the en-
vironment, Subrat Sahoo
said that at present the
earth and our life is going
through a difficult phase.
Conserving the environ-
ment while maintaining
the pace of development is

a big challenge, but with a
few precautions it is possi-
ble. Subrat Sahoo said that
we have to bring changes
in our habits and leave the
works which are harmful
to the environment. We
have to give the message of
protecting the environ-
ment with our behavior.
Member Secretary,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board, R.P. Tiwari throw-
ing light on the organiza-
tion of the two-day Eco
Children’s Fair, said that
this program is mainly

being done for environ-
mental public awareness.
The enthusiastic participa-
tion of the children of Eco
Club schools of all the dis-
tricts in today’s program is
showing that the children
are playing their impor-
tant role in the field of en-
vironment. Students of 03
Eco Clubs schools of all
the districts of the state
are participating in the
two-day Eco Children’s
Fair. In the exhibition or-
ganized here, educational
models focused on various
environmental topics have
been presented by these
students, in which the mes-
sage of protecting the envi-
ronment has been given by
showing the dangers on
the environment. Along
with this, various competi-
tions based on environ-
ment are also being organ-
ized. Subrat Sahoo also vis-
ited the exhibition of
school children prepared
by Environment
Protection Board.

School children play an important role
in environmental protection: Sahoo

 Addl CS,
Environment Sahu
inaugurated the
two-day Eco
Children’s Fair

Raipur, Oct 12: 

The Chief General
Manager of the country’s
largest bank, State Bank of
India (SBI), Bhopal
Division Binod Kumar
Mishra visited different
region of the state from
October 7th to October 9th.
On this occasion, he visit-
ed various offices and
branches, industries and
institutions of Kanker,
Jagdalpur, Lohandiguda,
Kondagaon and Raipur.
During his visit, he direct-
ed the employees of the
bank to promote customer
interaction activities to
provide good service to the
customers so that timely

service is provided as per
the requirement of the
customers. He distributed
loan sanction letters to the
beneficiaries and cus-
tomers of various govern-
ment schemes and self-
help groups and addressed
customer relations pro-
grammes.

He distributed sanitary
napkin vending machines
for the convenience of self-
help group women in vil-
lage Birkoni. In this im-

portant visit, he also felici-
tated Padma Shri
Dharampal Saini (social
worker) at Regional Office
Jagdalpur and Ms. Palak
Nag, silver medalist in in-
ternational competition in
martial arts, on behalf of
the bank. In this series,
under the social service
banking of the bank in the
premises of Maa
Danteshwari temple, for
the convenience of the
devotees, water cooler and

barcode facility was pro-
vided for online donation.

In the administrative of-
fice of the bank located in
Raipur, he donated an am-
bulance on behalf of his
bank under social service
banking to the city’s fa-
mous social service organ-
ization “Badte Kadam”
with the aim of providing
better service to the resi-
dents of Chhattisgarh
state in emergency. On this
occasion, he also planted a

tree in the office premises.
Thereafter, the staff mem-
bers for providing better
banking service to the cus-
tomers were felicitated
with certificates.

In this series, a cus-
tomer of the bank, who
had recently died in an ac-
cident and who had taken
Personal Accident
Insurance  of SBI General
Insurance, was presented
a cheque for the sum in-
sured of Rs 20 lakh to his
wife.

The customer’s family
appreciated this move of
the bank and in their ad-
dress said that every fami-
ly should have personal ac-
cident insurance. Neeraj
Prasad, General Manager,
Chhattisgarh Network of
the Bank and Rakesh
Kumar Yadav, Deputy
General Manager, Raipur
Module were specially
present on the occasion.

Promote customer interaction activities: Binod Kumar
 SBI, Bhopal 

Circle Chief
General Manager’s
visit to Raipur

Raipur, Oct 12: Director of
Health Services Bhim
Singh discussed about the
strengthening of health
services with international
and national organizations
and non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) work-
ing with the health depart-
ment in various health pro-
grams. He reviewed the
various works being done
in the field of health with
the participation of these
institutions and gave neces-
sary instructions to im-
prove them. Director of
National Health Mission
Mr. Bhoskar Vilas
Sandipan, Director,
Epidemic Control Dr.
Subhash Mishra, Joint
Director of Health
Department Dr. Surendra
Pambhoi and NGO Nodal
Officer Dr. Kamlesh Jain
were present in the meet-
ing. Representatives from

WHO, Zapigo, IPAS, UNDP,
USAD, Evidence Action,
CFR, Tata Trust, Parimal
Swasthya, Nutrition
International, Cure
International and other
NGOs also attended the
meeting. Director, Health
Services  Bhim Singh ap-
preciated the services pro-
vided by the NGO during
the Corona period. He
asked the representatives
of various organizations
involved in the meeting
that if any deficiency is
seen at the ground level in
providing health services
to the people, then they
should inform the depart-
ment so that the shortcom-
ings  can be removed and
better health facilities are
provided to the residents.
Director of National
Health Mission, Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan instructed
to increase the vaccination

with the help of NGOs in
such development blocks
where Covid vaccination is
decreasing. He also asked
to work to reduce the rate of
IMR and MMR. Mr. Uraya
Nag of WHO gave his sug-
gestions regarding the
strengthening of health
services. In the meeting,
the action plan and activi-
ties of programs run by in-
ternational and national
partner organizations and
non-governmental organi-
zations were discussed in
detail. It is noteworthy that
various international and
national organizations,
non-government organiza-
tions providing their spe-
cialized services in the di-
agnosis of cancer, maternal
health, child health, TB, fi-
lariasis, veteran health,
medical oxygen services
support and non-communi-
cable diseases in the state.

Director, Health Services took a 
meeting to strengthen health services

Raipur, Oct 12: 

Not many girls make it
to high school from gov-
ernment primary school
in the villages of Raipur
district in Chhattisgarh.
Even if they do, not a lot of
people care to see them go
to college. Apart from the
age-old “Why invest in
their education when they
are to be married off ”
mentality, there is another
problem. The Government
PG College in Tilda is an
average of 20 km away,
one-way, from the villages
where they live. How can
they walk/cycle? What

about their safety? And if
the parents are to ferry
them to and from college,
who will do their jobs as
daily wage labourers?

Noni Laari, a cost-free
bus service, has come to
their rescue to solve their
single biggest problem in
continuing their educa-
tion. But there is one
catch. While filling the
form for availing the bus
service, each girl pledges
to devote an hour of her
time, six days a week, to-
wards teaching students of
classes 1-5. These 60 girls
are teaching 300 kids every
evening, after returning
from college. This
arrangement of free tu-
ition is an idea conceptual-
ized and titled “Swadaan”
by the Adani Foundation –
CSR arm of the Adani
Group.

These girls began their

teaching journey in
December 2021, when the
Noni Laari service was
started with an appeal to
partake in Swadaan. Some
enjoyed it right from the
beginning, others took a
while to gain confidence in
their abilities. 20-year-old
Radhika Sinha, a third-
year student of B.Sc
(Mathematics), is a resi-
dent of Chicholi village
and belongs to a farming
family. After returning
home from her college, she
teaches 8 children from
her village. “I enjoy learn-
ing and teaching equally.
Going forward, I want to
continue teaching while
pursuing M.Sc degree,”
she quips.

For 18-year-old Anjali
Sonvani, a first-year B.A.
student, teaching didn’t
come naturally. “I do teach
my two younger siblings

but handling 7 kids, all at
once, is not easy. I think I
am getting better at it,”
she shares. She is a resi-
dent of Raikheda village –
her father is a labourer
who could not have sent
her to college was it not for
Noni Laari. Similar is the

story of Ekta Sahu, a 19-
year-old student at ITI
Tilda who wants to be-
come a computer operator.
Living in a joint family of
11 members, money is al-
ways a problem. “Thanks
to Noni Laari, I can learn
as well as teach five kids, a

skill I didn’t think I had. I
try to engage the children
with games and new ways
of learning the basics,”
she says.

For Mahima Rajput, the
19-year-old B.Sc student
who is in her second year
of college, this is just the
beginning. “I want to pre-
pare for the civil services
examination and have al-
ready registered for coach-
ing under Prayaas.
Teaching these 5 kids en-
sures that my basics are
revised from time to time,”
she shares. Prayaas is also
an initiative of the Adani
Foundation which pro-
vides coaching facilities to
civil services aspirants.
Chandrashekhar Nayak, a
resident of Raikheda vil-
lage says, “Now my sisters
are able to continue their
education thanks to the
safe transportation facility

from home to Girls PG
College, Tilda.” For par-
ents of many such girls
like Radhika, Anjali, Ekta
and Mahima, it is a relief
that their daughters are
commuting safely but it is
also a matter of great
pride that they are helping
younger children in their
studies.

Vasant Gadhavi,
Executive Director, Adani
Foundation says,
“Education is one of the
core areas of our CSR ef-
forts. Apart from running
cost-free and subsidized
schools, we endeavour to
improve access to already
existing educational facili-
ties. An example of the
same is making this sim-
ple bus service into a more
meaningful and fruitful in-
tervention.”

In villages where par-
ents send their children to

school simply so that they
get their meals, getting
guidance from these girls
has sparked an interest in
kids towards academics,
and ignited a hope that it
may lead them to a
brighter future.Sukhbati
Kurre, Mahila Sarpanch
(Raikheda) says, “These
girls are returning mani-
fold, what they are receiv-
ing by conducting evening
classes at their own
homes. Even if some of
their students start doing
well academically, it has
the potential to change
their whole life.”

Education is the single
most powerful tool that
can change lives. With sup-
port from the Adani
Foundation, these girls are
writing their own life
story, and positively influ-
encing the society around
them..

Sixty girls are ‘teaching’ to continue ‘learning’

(A cost-free and reliable transportation facility in Raipur
is ensuring that girls go to college. In exchange, they are
providing free tuition to 300 primary school kids)

 On occasion of Int’nl

Day of the Girl Child 

 Through ‘Swadaan’ by

Adani Foundation- CSR

arm of Adani Group

Raipur, Oct 12: 

Chhattisgarh’s biggest
retailer in the hypermar-
ket space has just an-
nounced its mega ‘Har Din
Diwali’ sale. This sale will
be spread over 11 days,
from 8-18th October 2022,
at all its 18 stores spread
across the state.

Shubham K Mart, is
well known for its every-
day low discounts. And as
part of this ‘Har Din
Diwali’sale, the retailer
has announced further
discounts ranging be-
tween 7% to as much as
50% across its product
range. What makes this
sale even bigger is its
Lucky Draw Offer.Each
day, 500 lucky winners will
stand to gain this fabulous
opportunity. Every cus-
tomer who makes a pur-

chase, during the ‘Har Din
Diwali’ sale period, can
participate in the daily
Lucky Draw contest. All
they have to do is enter
their bill for the contest
along with their communi-
cation details. Winners
can make free purchases
on 50% of their bill value
(entered for the Lucky
Draw) on items under the
General Merchandise &

Apparels category on their
next bill. This discount
will be valid for a period of
one month from the day of
winning. From daily
household needs of food,
grocery to other categories
like home décor, general
merchandise, kitchen-
ware, home appliances to
womenswear, mens wear
there will be a host of of-
fers for all customers.

On the occasion of the
launch of this sale, Mr.
Vijay Kankariya,
Chairman & Managing
Director of Shubham K
Mart said, “We are always
on the lookout of ways and
means to give our cus-
tomers the best shopping
experience clubbed with
the best deals. Our ‘Har
Din Diwali’ sale is sure to
delight all customers. With
500 daily Lucky Winners,
the magic of modern re-
tail will be further un-
leashed in our state of
Chhattisgarh.

We hope to bring smiles
& spread joy amongst our
customers in this festive
season.” As part of its pro-
motional activities, adver-
tisements, radio cam-
paigns and several in-store
promotions have been
lined up.

Shubham K Mart announces ‘Har Din Diwali’ Sale
500 Daily Lucky Winners get to shop 50% of their bill value for free at Shubham K Mart 

Jaijaipur, Oct 12:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel partook
lunch at the house of
farmer Vedram Sahu in
village Chhapora falling
under Jaijaipur assembly
constituency as part of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’.
Revenue Minister Jai
Singh Agarwal and MLA
Ramkumar Yadav also ac-
companied the Chief
Minister.

Vedram Sahu and his
wife Khik Bai, son and

daughter-in-law Shiv and
Chatbai, granddaughter
Kumari Pushpa gave a tra-
ditional Chhattisgarhiya
welcome to the Chief
Minister. They also pre-
sented a shawl and sh-
riphal to the him.

The Chief Minister was
served food in a dish made
of ‘fulkans’ as per the rich
tradition of Chhattisgarh.
Chief Minister relished
the taste of

Chhattisgarhiya dishes
including Jimmikanda,
Lal Bhaji, Gumi Bhaji,
Cheela, and Bijori Idhar
ki Sabzi. Apart from this,
the Futu (mushroom)
sabzi and a dish made
using cottage cheese pro-
duced in the village itself
were also served.

Farmer Vedram Sahu,
his son Shiv Kumar,
Collector Nupur Rashi
Panna, Cholaishwar

Chandrakar and
Raghavendra Singh also
had food with the Chief
Minister.

Expressing his happi-
ness, the farmer said “ I
am very happy that Chief
Minister came to my
house to have food. I never
thought that this would
even happen. The
farmer’s friendly policies
and schemes of the state
government have brought
prosperity in the lives of
farmers across the state.”
Meanwhile, Chief
Minister also interacted
with the family members
and asked about their
well-being. Chhapora
falling under Jaijaipur as-
sembly constituency as
part of his ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’.

CM  Baghel relishes the 
taste of Chhattisgarhiya food 

 During 
‘Bhent-Mulaqat’ 
at farmer’s house in
village Chhapora,
Jaijaipur VS



Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Oct 12: A man
who is reportedly the gen-
eral secretary of the
Congress' block level com-
mittee in Bijapur district
was arrested in neigh-
bouring Telangana for al-
legedly being a sympathis-
er of the Naxalite move-
ment, a police official said
here on Monday. A police
team from Bastar has left
for Telangana and more
details would be had once
they return, he added.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Chhattisgarh Bharatiya
Janata Party president
Arun Sao has written to
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah for a probe into
the alleged link between
Congress leaders and
Naxalites, a functionary of
the saffron party said.
However, the Chhattisgarh
Congress communication
cell president Sushil
Anand Shukla rubbished
these allegations and links
and also denied that the

arrested person was
holding any post in the
party. The man was ab-

ducted by Naxalites a few
days ago and his kin had
filed a complaint with
Bhopalpatnam police in
Bijapur district, Shukla
claimed.
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Ensure visible policing in the
district with coordination: DC

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Oct 12: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh and
Superintendent of Police
Trilok Bansal reviewed
the law and order situa-
tion in the district here
and in accordance to the
instructions given by the
Chief Minister on law and
order, the Collector asked
to coordinate the revenue
and police administration
to ensure visible policing
in the 
district.

In the meeting, the
Collector and SP gave
strict instructions to the
district and police admin-
istration officials present
in the meeting to resolve
chit fund cases, stop on-

line gambling, ensure
night patrolling and take
action against illegal
drugs. The Collector dis-
cussed the speedy resolu-
tion of chit fund cases in
the district and instruct-
ed the concerned officials
to solve these cases on pri-

ority and to present the
progress report in every
time bound meeting.

The Collector also in-
structed all SDMs, Food
and Drug Controllers to
conduct a surprise inspec-
tion of medical stores and
to take action on illegal

drugs and medicines. The
SP and Collector also in-
structed intensifying
night patrolling and curb-
ing antisocial elements
from spreading rumors of
various genres onto the
public via various social
media platforms.

Memorandum submitted 
by Youth Congress

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Oct 12: District
Youth Congress under the
leadership of District
President Rajesh
Chaidaiya submitted a
memorandum to the dis-
trict administration de-
manding the patch work
of access roads leading to
district hospital in the re-
gion.

The workers alleged
that via Ramgadh - Raipur
road is pothole ridden and
daily commuting vehicles
including 108 Ambulance,
Mahtari Express are fac-
ing problems in reaching
the hospital with patients.

The Party workers
have also informed that
many patients are re-
ferred to other hospitals

due to the poor condition
of the access roads lead-
ing to the hospital, and
having met Additional
Collector T Agarwal, the

party workers have de-
manded the speeding up
of patching the potholes,
which are now in a very
poor condition due to the

ongoing rain spells in the
region. Present were
Rahul Yadav, Yogeshwar
Singh, Indrajeet and
mnay others.

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Oct 12:
District Collector Doman
Singh  congratulated all
the district level officials
for their good work and
said that the work of de-
centralized Janchoupal, C-
Mart, Dhanvantari
Medical Stores and seizing
investors money from Chit
Fund Companies are  been
appreciated at the state
level.

The Collector said these
as he presided over the
Weekly Time limit
Meeting here. The
Collector also said to make
full preparations for the
purchase of paddy and to
make a list of centers that
need improvement and ad-
dressed the need for con-
tinuous monitoring across
borders and middlemen.

The Collector said that
along with taking gunny
bags from millers, the
availability of bardana
from PDS shops as well
should be ensured before
paddy procurement sea-
son.

He also directed the mu-
nicipal commissioner to
purchase dung paint ma-
chines and to carry out spe-
cial campaigns keeping in

mind the precautionary
dose of Covid-19 vaccina-
tion and ensure that maxi-
mum number of people are
benefited. Under Mera
Daftar Mera Ghar
Abhiyan, a large-scale
clean-up campaign will be
conducted and for the
same, the Collector asked
to update necessary docu-
ments at war level and de-
stroy useless documents.

He also reviewed various
schemes including Jal
Jeevan Mission, Chief
Minister Suposhan
Abhiyan, Krishna Kunj,
and Chhattisgarh Olympic
Games. Additional
Collector Mr. CL
Markandey, Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Mr. Ashutosh Chaturvedi
and other officials were
present.

Keep all preparations for 
paddy procurement: DC

Vineet Singh joins as
new DRM Sambalpur

Division        
SSaammbbaallppuurr,,  OOcctt  1122::  Vineet
Singh  has
taken over as
D i v i s i o n a l
R a i l w a y
M a n a g e r ,
East Coast
R a i l w a y ,
Sambalpur
on  11th  October 2022.  Prior to
his joining as  DRM, he was
Executive Director, Railtel
Corporation of  India Ltd at
New Delhi. He is an officer of
Indian Railways Service of
Mechanical Engineers of 1990
Batch.   Vineet Singh  joined
Indian Railway Service of
Mechanical Engineers  in
Feb.'1992. He has  a degree in
Mechanical Engineering and
PGDBM from MDI, Gurugram.
He has  worked in various ca-
pacities in Railways as Director,
C a r r i a g e / R D S O ,
Sr.DME/Power/Delhi, Group
GM/IRCTC at New Delhi. He
has also worked as  ADRM,
Jhansi Railway Division, North
Central Railway.

Cong denies he held party post

Cong denies he 
held party post
However, the

Chhattisgarh Congress
communication cell presi-
dent Sushil Anand Shukla
rubbished these allegations
and links and also denied
that the arrested person
was holding any post in the
party. The man was abduct-
ed by Naxalites a few days
ago and his kin had filed a
complaint with
Bhopalpatnam police in
Bijapur district, Shukla
claimed.

BJP claims probe
Chhattisgarh Bharatiya

Janata Party president Arun
Sao has written to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
for a probe into the alleged
link between Congress
leaders and Naxalites, a
functionary of the saffron
party said.

Man arrested in Telangana for Naxalite links
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KARWA CHAUTH

Women show their hands adorned with ‘mehndi’ on the eve of Karwa Chauth festival, in Jammu, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Tiger missing 
Dehradun: A radio-
collared tiger has gone
missing from the
Rajaji Tiger Reserve
nearly two years after
being translocated
from the Corbett Tiger
Reserve. Chief
Wildlife Warden
Samir Sinha said on
Wednesday said it has
been more than two
weeks since the tiger
went missing. It is pos-
sible that the tiger ei-
ther dropped its radio
collar or the battery of
the device ran out, he
said, adding its last lo-
cation was found to be
on the Uttarakhand-
Uttar Pradesh border.
The tiger, named T3,
was translocated from
Corbett to Rajaji in
December 2020 in
view of the diminish-
ing population of
tigers at the reserve.

Incessant rains
Gangtok: Incessant
rains and resultant
landslides in the
Himalayan state of
Sikkim left 200
tourists stranded and
also affected piped
water supply to the
capital town of
Gangtok, officials said
on Wednesday. The
heavy rains have dam-
aged NH-10 that con-
nects the rest of the
country via Siliguri to
Gangtok at 19 and 20
Mile between Singtam
in East district and
Rangpo in Pakyong
district blocking a
lane of the main high-
way that links Sikkim
to West Bengal, offi-
cials said.

Adampur bypoll
Hisar: BJP candidate
Bhavya Bishnoi,
whose father Kuldeep
Bishnoi joined the rul-
ing party in August,
filed his nomination
papers on Wednesday
for the Adampur
Vidhan Sabha bye-
election in Haryana to
be held next month.
Apart from Bishnoi’s
family members, BJP
state president Om
Prakash Dhankhar,
Minister J P Dalal and
JJP State President
Nishan Singh were
among those present.
Three others also filed
their nominations on
Wednesday as inde-
pendent candidates.
With this, six candi-
dates have filed 
nominations for 
the Adampur 
Vidhan Sabha by-elec-
tion, Returning
Officer Subhash
Chander said.

Dhamnagar by-poll
Bhubaneswar: The
opposition Congress
on Wednesday named
Baba Harekrushna
Sethi as its candidate
for the November 3 by-
election to
Dhamnagar Assembly
constituency in
Odisha’s Bhadrak dis-
trict. The decision was
announced in a press
note issued by Mukul
Wasnik, AICC general
secretary in-charge of
the party’s Central
Election Committee.
The by-election was
necessitated after the
demise of BJP MLA
Bishnu Charan Das
on September 19.

President Droupadi
Murmu being presented
a memento by Tripura
Chief Minister Manik

Saha during an event, in
Agartala, Wednesday.

Chandigarh, Oct 12 (PTI):

A Punjab Police Special
Investigation Team prob-
ing the 2015 Kotkapura po-
lice firing case on
Wednesday questioned for-
mer chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal for
around three hours at his
residence here.

The SIT is led by
Additional Director
General of Police L K
Yadav. Badal was the chief
minister of Punjab when
the police firing took place
in 2015.

On September 14, the
SIT had questioned
Shiromani Akali Dal chief
Sukhbir Singh Badal in
connection with this case.

On September 6,
Sukhbir Badal was ques-
tioned by another SIT in-
vestigating the 2015
Behbal Kalan police firing
incident. He was the
deputy chief minister

back then. The incidents
relate to the theft of a ‘bir’
(copy) of the Guru Granth
Sahib, handwritten sacri-
legious posters, and pages
of the holy book being
torn at Bargari in
Faridkot seven years ago.

These incidents had
triggered protests during
which two people were
killed at Behbal Kalan and
a few injured at Kotkapura
in police firing.

The Akali Dal had earli-
er accused the Aam
Aadmi Party government
of doing politics over the
case in order to divert peo-
ple’s attention from its
“failures”.

The SIT on Tuesday vis-
ited Kotkapura, where the
firing against the anti-sac-
rilege protesters took
place on October 14, 2015.
The incident will complete
seven years on October 14.

The questioning by the
SIT comes days after AAP

MLA and former IPS offi-
cer Kunwar Vijay Pratap
Singh raised questions
over the probe being car-
ried out by it.

Amritsar North legisla-
tor Kunwar Vijay Pratap
Singh had raised the issue
in the Punjab Assembly
last month. Singh, while
referring to the summon-
ing of Sukhbir Singh
Badal on September 14 for
the 2015 Kotkapura police
firing case, had alleged
that the questioning of the
SAD chief was not done by
the Yadav-led SIT and he
was sent back after offer-
ing “chai and pakoda” (tea
and fritters).

The former IPS officer
had then slammed the pre-
vious Amarinder Singh
government for promoting
Yadav to the rank of addi-
tional director general of
police from inspector gen-
eral in order to appoint
him as head of the SIT.

2015 Kotkapura firing

Punjab Police SIT questions SAD
patriarch Parkash Singh Badal

Vijayanagara (KTK),
Oct 12 (PTI): Karnataka
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Wednesday
said his government
would do everything to
give justice to the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in the
State.

Days after deciding to
increase reservation for
the SC/ST, Bommai al-
leged that the Congress is
trying to mislead the pub-
lic on the issue.

“We are ready to fight a
legal battle to give justice
to the SC/ST. You tried to
break communities, in-
cluding the Veera Shaiva-
Lingayats, and also the
backward communities,
but now the Dalits have
no fear because we are
with them,” Bommai said
in a public meeting in
Vijayanagara district dur-
ing the Jana Sankalpa
Yatra’ in poll-bound

Karnataka. He slammed
the previous Congress
government led by
Siddaramaiah for doing
nothing to empower the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.

The Chief Minister
charged the
Siddaramaiah govern-
ment with not spending
funds meant only for the
SC/ST.

“Now, we have come up
with schemes for the
SC/ST communities,
which will improve their
condition,” Bommai said.

He cautioned the
Congress leaders, espe-
cially Siddaramaiah, not
to speak ill against
Yediyurappa. He alleged
that the Congress tried to
fix him false cases in the
last one-and-a-half
decades.

“If you continue to
speak ill of Yediyurappa,
the people of the State

will teach you a lesson,”
the Chief Minister said.

He accused the
Congress of encouraging
only one community and
remained silent on the
murder of BJP workers.

Bommai charged the
Congress with weakening
the Lokayukta institution
by setting up the anti-cor-
ruption bureau only to
cover up their scams. He
said those who are afraid
of his government are
those who indulged in il-
legalities, drugs and
atrocities on women and
Dalits.

“Also, the Congress is
scared of our government
because we have got the
support of the masses,”
Bommai said.

He ridiculed the Bharat
Jodo Yatra led by
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi.

“Congress is a sinking
ship due to which the

Bharat Jodo has been
started. Rahul Gandhi is
tired while attempting to
unite Siddaramaiah and
Congress State president
D K Shivakumar. How
can he unite India with
his Bharat Jodo Yatra,”
Bommai said.

The Chief Minister
mocked the Bharat Jodo
Yatra saying that the
Congress broke the na-
tion into two only to come
to power.

“Those who gave rise to
the Khalistan movement
by supporting
Bhindrawale, Naxalites
who spread to 11 States
and the LTTE are talking
about Bharat Jodo today,”
Bommai said.

He said the slogan of
Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat’ by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is apt and shows the vi-
sion of the BJP govern-
ment.

Will do everything to give justice to SC/ST: CM Bommai

Bhubaneswar, Oct 12 (PTI):

The opposition BJP
and the Congress in
Odisha demanded a high-
level investigation into a
case in which a woman
was arrested for allegedly
blackmailing influential
people, including politi-
cians. The BJP demanded
a CBI probe into the mat-
ter, alleging that several
leaders of the ruling BJD
were involved in the case,
while the Congress
sought a court-monitored
SIT investigation.

The BJD, however, re-
jected the allegations as
baseless.

The 26-year-old woman,
a resident of Kalahandi,
was arrested last week on
the charge of blackmail-
ing a girl, and also an
Odia film producer. The

police have booked the
woman, her husband and
another person under dif-
ferent sections of the IPC
and the IT Act.

She allegedly befriend-
ed people on social media,
and blackmailed them
after clicking intimate
photos and videos, police
said.

“Police have utterly
failed to conduct a proper
investigation into the
case, in which several sen-
ior ruling party leaders,
including ministers, are
said to be involved. The
matter raises further sus-
picion as police are not re-
vealing the names of all
those having links with
the blackmailing racket,”
BJP Mahila Morcha presi-
dent Smruti Patnaik al-
leged at a press confer-
ence on Tuesday. The

woman’s husband is also
involved in the racket,
and by not arresting him,
the police allowed him to
destroy evidence, she al-
leged.

State BJP general secre-
tary Prithviraj
Harichandan claimed
that attempts were made
to shield influential peo-
ple. “It is therefore impor-
tant to unmask those who
are supporting the
woman and her network,”
he said.

The Congress demand-
ed a court-monitored SIT
probe into the case.

“Several ruling party
members were involved
and they patronised the
woman and her husband,
who made crores of ru-
pees by blackmailing,”
Congress leader Debasis
Patnaik alleged.

Cong, BJP demand high-level probe in 
blackmailing case against Kalahandi woman

Mumbai, Oct 12 (PTI):

The Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena on
Wednesday slammed the
Congress as well as the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on the recent contro-
versy over freedom fighter
V D Savarkar, and said the
two parties have trivialised
the issue. It said both the
parties need to study
Savarkar’s political, social,
scientific and economic
thoughts.

Last week, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, dur-
ing his Bharat Jodo Yatra,
had claimed that Savarkar
used to get a stipend from
the British and asserted
that it was a historical fact.
Reacting sharply,
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis had said Gandhi
doesn’t know the history of
India and of his party.
Fadnavis also targeted

Uddhav Thackeray and
asked whether the Shiv
Sena leader supports such
a statement against
Savarkar. In the party
mouthpiece ‘Saamana’, the
Sena said the Congress and
the BJP have trivialised the
issue of Savarkar.
Savarkar, a Hindutva ideo-
logue, is a highly polarised
figure in modern Indian
history. He is a revered fig-

ure for both the Shiv Sena
and the BJP. “The two par-
ties should first study
Savarkar’s political, social,
scientific and economic
thoughts,” it said. The Shiv
Sena said despite being in
power since the last eight
years, the BJP has not
awarded Savarkar with
Bharat Ratna, a demand it
has been making for years.

“...Whenever the de-

mand of giving Bharat
Ratna to Savarkar arises, it
(the BJP) hides its face. For
the BJP, the issue of
Savarkar is just for rumi-
nation,” the editorial said.

It also asked why did the
Modi government not
rechristen the Rajpath
after Veer Savarkar - the
name has been changed
from Rajpath to
Kartayvapath. The party
said Gandhi’s comments
on Savarkar may be new,
but they are certainly
shocking. For years, the
Congress has been claim-
ing that Savarkar came out
of jail in Andaman after
his mercy petitions, the
party said. The Congress
could have a separate
thinking about the role of
revolutionaries in the free-
dom struggle, but the
British were taken aback
by the revolt by many revo-
lutionaries like Savarkar,
the Sena said.

‘Congress and BJP have trivialised issue of Savarkar’

ShivSena – Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray leaders Anil
Parab and Arvind Sawant address the media on Andheri
bypoll election, at Bandra Shiv Sena office in Mumbai,
Wednesday.

New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI):

The Delhi University is
likely to open a mid-entry
window in November for
candidates who failed to
apply for admission to un-
dergraduate programmes
within the stipulated time,
an official said here.

As per a schedule issued
by the university, the mid-
entry window will open
during the third round of
the Common Seat
Allocation System (CSAS)
from November 5 to 7.

The university began
the admission process for
undergraduate courses for
the 2022-23 academic year
last month.

The admissions are
open for 79 UG programs
across 67 colleges, depart-
ments, and centres. The

programmes include 206
combinations of BA cours-
es. Admission through the
Common Seat Allocation
System (CSAS) is being
conducted in three phases
— submission of the
CSAS-2022 application
form, selection of pro-
grammes and filling of
preferences, and seat allo-
cation and admission.

The last day for the sub-
mission of the CSAS appli-
cation form and selection
of programmes and filling
of preferences is
Wednesday.

A candidate who makes
a mid-entry will be consid-
ered for allocation only
after all the candidates
who had applied earlier
and have merit scores
higher than the lowest de-
clared score have been

given allocated, the official
informed.

“A candidate who ap-
plies to CSAS-2022 mid-
way will not hold any right
to claim the seats allocated
to candidates who had ap-
plied to CSAS-2022 during
the initial application
phase,” the official said.

“Allocation of seats to
such candidates may be
considered for subsequent
rounds, subject to fulfil-
ment of eligibility crite-
ria, availability of seats,
and other CSAS-2022
rules,” the official added.

It will be mandatory for
the mid-entrant to take ad-
mission to the seat allocat-
ed to him.

There will be no option
of ‘upgrade’ for the candi-
date who has applied for
mid-entry.

Delhi University likely to open mid-entry
window for UG programmes in Nov

Mumbai, Oct 12 (PTI):

An unidentified person
got access to the log-in ID
and password of a
Mumbai police officer in
the passport branch and
cleared three applications
pending verification, an
official said on Wednesday.

A First Information
Report (FIR) was regis-
tered against the unidenti-
fied person for hacking
and logging into the online
passport verification sys-
tem managed by the
Central government and
completing the verifica-
tion process of three pass-
port applications, he said.

The accused got access
to the login ID and pass-

word of a police officer of
the passport branch and
completed the verification
process. The investigation
revealed that the incident
occurred on September 24
when the special branch
(2) office was shut due to a
government holiday.

The three persons
whose verification papers
were cleared are residents
of Antop Hill, Chembur,
and Tilak Nagar, in
Mumbai. Explaining the
procedure for passport
verification, the official
said a person seeking a
passport applies on the
passport Seva website,
after which verification of
address and other details
is done by local police.

‘Hacker’ gets access to
Mumbai police officer’s
login ID and password

Clears three applications
New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court has
directed the Delhi government
to ensure an OTP based system
is in place on the Online Single
Window System (OSWS) portal
for seamless processing of
payment of professional fees
to empanelled lawyers.

The high court noted that in
August 2020 it had directed the
authorities to clear the pend-
ing bills of standing counsel
but it has not been done so far,
and said that this exercise shall
conclude positively before
December 12, the next date of
hearing.

The court was hearing a
petition ventilating grievances
about non-payment of profes-
sional fee or retainership fee
bills of empanelled lawyers
outstanding for a long time.
Delhi government’s standing

counsel Santosh Kumar
Tripathi and lawyer Arun
Panwar informed the court the
new OSWS portal has become
operational for payment of pro-
fessional fees to the standing
counsel but added the process
is still lengthy and burden-
some.

He submitted an OTP (one
time password) based system
should be made available on
the OSWS portal which will
reduce the time spent on
approving the bills.

A bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad
said, “Resultantly, the State is
directed to ensure that some
provision of OTP based signa-
ture is made available as the
present process is cumber-
some and defeats the purpose
of seamless submission of
bills.

HC tells Delhi gov

‘Create OTP-based system for seamless
payment to empanelled lawyers’

Guwahati, Oct 12 (PTI):

The flood situation in
Assam remained serious
on Wednesday as incessant
rains lashed several dis-
tricts affecting nearly
40,000 people, officials said.
Many affected people have
taken shelter in relief
camps and distribution
centers of the affected dis-
tricts, they said. In the last
24 hours floods due the to
heavy rains in the state
since Monday were report-
ed from four districts com-
prising at least eight rev-
enue circles of nearly 50
villages, the officials said.

While Dhemaji,
Lakhimpur and
Dibrugarh districts have
been affected by the rain,
flash floods in Jatinga
river affected some areas
in Dima Hasao. “One stone
loaded dumper was stuck

in Jatinga river when the
water level rose suddenly.
The driver and the handy-
man left the vehicle and
ran to safety,” an official
said. Reports of erosion
from Bongaigaon,
Dhemaji, Dibrugarh,
Morigaon and Sonitpur
districts have also been re-
ceived. The district admin-
istrations and State
Disaster Response Force
are evacuating the people
from the affected areas.

A Central Water
Commission bulletin said
Brahmaputra river is flow-
ing above the danger mark
at Neamatighat in Jorhat.
The Regional
Meteorological Centre
here said there will be light
to moderate rainfall at
most places of Assam and
Meghalaya with “isolated
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall” during the day.

Flood situation
remains grim 

Farmers found burning
stubble will be fined 
Rs. 2,500 per acre:

Gurugram DC
GGuurruuggrraamm:: In an effort to curb
stubble burning in the district,
the Gurugram administration on
Wednesday said the defaulters
will be slapped with a fine of Rs
2,500 per acre. Deputy
Commissioner Nishant Yadav
said village-level vigilance
teams will keep a tab and report
any instance of stubble burning.
Yadav also said farmers will be
provided with a 50 per cent
rebate on buying equipment
used in stubble management,
whereas an 80 per cent grant
will be given to registered
farmer groups or panchayats if
they purchase the equipment
through custom hiring centers.
“We have been sensitising farm-
ers but those who don’t abide by
the rules will be fined Rs. 2,500
per acre,” he said. The district,
like other parts of the NCR, suf-
fers from poor air quality during
winters and burning stubble
could further worsen the pollu-
tion level, the DC said.



Sydney, Oct 12 (PTI):

Australia is an impor-
tant partner for India in
terms of security and sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific
and working together en-
sures that this region re-
mains free, open, stable
and prosperous, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on
Wednesday.

Jaishankar, who is on a
two-day visit to Australia,
in his address to the
Indian community said
during the visit he spent
time with the Australian
military.

“They are a very impor-
tant partner for us today
in terms of security and
stability in the Indo-
Pacific. In fact of the big
changes in our relation-
ship is the fact that today
we both are members of
the Quad mechanism and
out working together in
many ways ensure that

this region remains free,
open, stable and prosper-
ous,” Jaishankar said.

“I have seen again even
in the last year how much
progress we have made
just in the last few weeks.
We have had two major ex-
ercises in Australia where
the Indian military has
participated,” he said.

He said the perception,
the relevance of each

country to the other and
the two nations’ common
shared ability to con-
tribute to the betterment

of the region, is “some-
thing which is today an
important factor in the re-
lationship”.

The US, India and sever-
al other world powers have
been talking about the
need to ensure a free, open
and thriving Indo-Pacific
in the backdrop of China’s
rising military manoeu-
vring in the region.

China claims nearly all
of the disputed South
China Sea, though
Taiwan, the Philippines,
Brunei, Malaysia and
Vietnam all claim parts of
it. Beijing has built artifi-
cial islands and military
installations in the South
China Sea.

LANDSLIDE

View of Las Tejerias after a landslide and flood ripped through the town in Venezuela. The fatal landslide was
fueled by days of torrential rain and floods that swept through this town in central Venezuela.

JUSTIN TRUDEAU WITH INDIAN DANCERS

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau poses for a photograph with a group of traditional Indian dancers during
25th anniversary celebrations of a community group in Papineau, the Montreal district he represents in the House
of Commons.
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Tokyo, Oct 12 (AP):

The Japanese space
agency said a rocket car-
rying eight satellites
failed just after liftoff
Wednesday and had to be
aborted by a self-destruc-
tion command, in the
country’s first failed rock-
et launch in nearly 20
years.

The Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency said
its Epsilon-6 rocket expe-
rienced an unidentified
“abnormality” and its
flight had to be aborted
less than seven minutes
after takeoff from the
Uchinoura Space Center
in the southern Japanese
prefecture of Kagoshima.

JAXA officials said the
agency sent a self-destruc-
tion signal after deciding
that the rocket was not
able to fly safely and enter

a planned orbit. They said
the rocket was believed to
have fallen into the sea
with the payloads. The
cause of the failure was
still being investigated,
the agency said.

The Epsilon rocket was
carrying eight payloads,
including two developed
by a private company
based in Fukuoka, anoth-
er southern prefecture. It
was the first time an

Epsilon rocket carried
commercially developed
payloads.

The 26-meter (85-foot) -
long, 95.6-ton and solid-
fuel Epsilon-6 rocket is the
final version before JAXA
plans to develop another
variation, Epsilon-S. After
five upgrades since the
early 2010s, the Epsilon-6
is designed for a compact
launch as JAXA aims to
develop a commercial
satellite launch business.

Wednesday’s failure
ended success records for
the Epsilon series since
its first launch of the orig-
inal version in 2013. It was
also a first for JAXA since
its H2A rocket failed in
2003.

The launch, originally
scheduled for last Friday,
had been delayed due to
the location of a position-
ing satellite in space.

Japan space agency rocket
carrying 8 satellites fails

The Epsilon-6 rocket blasts off from the Uchinoura Space
Center in Kimotsuki town, Kagoshima prefecture,
southern Japan Wednesday, Oct. 12. The Japanese space
agency said its rocket failed just after liftoff Wednesday
and had to be aborted by a self-destruction command, in
the country’s  first failed rocket launch in nearly 20 years.

Australia is important partner for India for security
and stability of Indo-Pacific: EAM Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar interacts with the
Indian community in Sydney. 

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  OOcctt  1122  ((PPTTII))::

Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen has announced that she
will travel to India next month
to attend the ninth edition of
the US-India Economic and
Financial Partnership meeting,
as she pitched for strong ties
between the two nations to
address the world’s most
important economic chal-
lenges. The announcement by
Yellen came as she met with
her Indian counterpart Nirmala
Sitharaman here. “I am glad to
announce today that in
November ahead of the G20
meetings, I will take my first
trip to India as Treasury
Secretary, to attend the US-
India Economic and Financial
Partnership, our ninth partner-
ship meeting,” Yellen told
reporters on Tuesday. She said
the US-India relationship is
critical to addressing the
world’s most important eco-
nomic challenges. This part-

nership, she said, not only is
vital to their core economic
interests but also demon-
strates to their citizens and the
world that democracies deliv-
er. “It illustrates the close
bonds between our two coun-
tries, from the Quad partner-
ship to our strong bilateral eco-
nomic relationship, and the
cultural ties from the Indian

diaspora in the US,” she said.
Sitharaman is on a five-day

official visit to Washington DC
to attend the annual meetings
of the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank, on
the sidelines of which she is
holding a number of bilateral
meetings. “The United States
and India are both extremely
important to the world econo-
my, and we must continue to
work together on the economic
development and cooperation
that has made our partnership
so strong,” Yellen said.

Observing that both India
and the US also face shared
headwinds stemming from the
COVID-19 pandemic and
Russia’s unjust war against
Ukraine, Yellen said those glob-
al shocks have raised energy
and food prices in both of our
countries, and they’ve under-
scored the importance of the
efforts both of our countries
are undertaking to make the
economies more resilient.

US Treasury Secretary to
travel to India in November Washington, Oct 12 (PTI):

The healthcare coopera-
tion between India and the
United States is set to be
taken to a new level, New
Delhi’s top envoy here said
on Tuesday.

The robust and long-
standing Vaccine Action
Programme (VAP) is per-
haps one of the most glar-
ing examples of an initia-
tive where India and the
US work together, for the
benefit of the people not
only of India and the US
but across the world,
India’s Ambassador to the
US, Taranjit Singh
Sandhu, said in his ad-
dress to the 34th Meeting
of the Joint Working
Group of the Indo-US VAP.

My compliments to the
US and India teams for
holding this event, he said,
adding: “With strong com-
plementarities and an in-
tent political leadership in
both countries, our health-

care cooperation is set to
be taken to a new level.”

Sandhu said India’s em-
brace of technology in
healthcare such as re-
forms like Production
Linked Incentives in the
pharmaceutical and med-
ical devices sectors and its
experience in large-scale
immunisation pro-
grammes would enable the
two countries to take the
healthcare cooperation to
the next level.

“Going forward, work-
ing together in Africa,
Latin America, and the

Caribbean, as well as,
Asia, future preparedness
against outbreaks of infec-
tious diseases, harmonisa-
tion of standards for med-
ical product innovations,
and elimination of risks
from import of pharma-
ceutical ingredients from
a single source are some
key areas where we could
explore bilateral collabo-
ration,” he said.

Meeting in the backdrop
of an unprecedented pan-
demic, the ambassador
said there had been a num-
ber of takeaways from the
Covid-19 pandemic for the
world. Most significantly,
the pandemic reiterated to
the world that vaccination
is perhaps humanity’s best
shot at effectively manag-
ing infectious diseases like
Covid19 by substantially
reducing hospitalisations,
mitigating severity, and
importantly, bringing
down the number of fatali-
ties, he said.

India US healthcare cooperation set to be
taken to a new level: Ambassador Sandhu

Dakar (Senegal), Oct 12 (AP):

A new liquefied natural
gas project off Africa’s
western coast may only be
80% complete, but already
the prospect of a new en-
ergy supplier has drawn
visits from the leaders of
Poland and Germany.

The initial field near
Senegal and Mauritania’s
coastlines is expected to
contain about 15 trillion
cubic feet (425 billion
cubic meters) of gas, five
times more than what gas-
dependent Germany used
in all of 2019. But produc-
tion isn’t expected to start
until the end of next year.

That won’t help solve
Europe’s energy crisis
triggered by Russia’s war
in Ukraine. Still, Gordon
Birrell, an executive for
project co-developer BP,
says the development

“could not be more time-
ly” as Europe seeks to re-
duce its reliance on
Russian natural gas to
power factories, generate
electricity and heat
homes.

“Current world events
are demonstrating the
vital role that (liquid gas)
can play in underpinning
the energy security of na-
tions and regions,” he told
an energy industry meet-
ing in West Africa last
month.

While Africa’s natural
gas reserves are vast and
North African countries
like Algeria have
pipelines already linked to
Europe, a lack of infra-
structure and security
challenges have long
stymied producers in
other parts of the conti-
nent from scaling up ex-
ports.

EU countries turn to
Africa in bid to replace

Russian gas

Bangkok, Oct 12 (AP):

A court in military-
ruled Myanmar convicted
the country’s ousted
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi,
on two more corruption
charges on Wednesday,
with two three-year sen-
tences, to be served con-
currently, added to previ-
ous convictions that now
leave her with a 26-year
total prison term.

Suu Kyi, 77, was de-
tained on February 1, 2021,
when the military seized
power from her elected
government.

She has denied the alle-
gations against her in this

case, in which she was ac-
cused of receiving USD
550,000 as a bribe from
Maung Weik, a tycoon con-
victed several years ago of
drug trafficking. She had
already been sentenced to

23 years’ imprisonment
after being convicted of il-
legally importing and pos-
sessing walkie-talkies, vio-
lating coronavirus restric-
tions, breaching the coun-
try’s official secrets act,
sedition, election fraud
and five other corruption
charges.

Supporters and inde-
pendent analysts say all
the charges are politically
motivated and an attempt
to discredit her and legit-
imise the military’s
seizure of power while
keeping her from taking
part in the next election
that the military has
promised in 2023.

Graft convictions extend Suu
Kyi’s prison term to 26 years

477 whales die in
‘heartbreaking’ New
Zealand strandings

Wellington, Oct 12 (AP):
Some 477 pilot whales have
died after stranding them-
selves on two remote New
Zealand beaches over re-
cent days, officials say.

None of the stranded
whales could be refloated
and all either died natural-
ly or were euthanised in a
“heartbreaking” loss, said
Daren Grover, the general
manager of Project Jonah,
a nonprofit group which
helps rescue whales. The
whales beached them-
selves on the Chatham
Islands, which are home to
about 600 people and locat-
ed about 800 kilometers
(500 miles) east of New
Zealand’s main islands.

Adrian Linacre

DNA profiling is frequently in the news. Public interest is
sparked when DNA is used to identify a suspect or

human remains, or resolves a cold case that seems all but forgotten.
Very occasionally, it is in the media when the process doesn't work
as it should. So what is DNA profiling and how does it work and why
does it sometimes not work?

AA  sshhoorrtt  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  DDNNAA  pprrooffiilliinngg
DNA profiling, as it has been known since 1994, has been used in

the criminal justice system since the late 1980s, and was originally
termed "DNA fingerprinting". The DNA in every human is very simi-
lar up to 99.9% identical, in fact. But strangely, about 98% of the
DNA in our cells is not gene-related (i.e. has no known function).
This non-coding DNA is largely comprised of sequences of the four
bases that make up the DNA in every cell. But for reasons unknown,
some sections of the sequence are repeated: an example is TCTATC-
TATCTATCTATCTA where the sequence TCTA is repeated five times.
While the number of times this DNA sequence is repeated is con-
stant within a person, it can vary between people. One person
might have 5 repeats but another 6, or 7 or 8. There are a large num-
ber of variants and all humans fall into one of them. The detection of
these repeats is the bedrock of modern DNA profiling. A DNA profile
is a list of numbers, based on the repeated sequences we all have.
The use of these short repeat sequences (the technical term is
"short tandem repeat" or STR) started in 1994 when the UK
Forensic Science Service identified four of these regions. The
chance that two people taken at random in the population would
share the same repeat numbers at these four regions was about 1 in
50,000. Now, the number of known repeat sequences has expanded
greatly, with the latest test looking at 24 STR regions. Using all of
the known STR regions results in an infinitesimally small probability
that any two random people have the same DNA profile. And herein
lies the power of DNA profiling.

HHooww  iiss  DDNNAA  pprrooffiilliinngg  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd??
The repeat sequence will be the same in every cell within a per-

son thus, the DNA profile from a blood sample will be the same as
from a plucked hair, inside a tooth, saliva, or skin. It also means a
DNA profile will not in itself indicate from what type of tissue it orig-
inated. Consider a knife alleged to be integral to an investigation. A
question might be "who held the knife"? A swab (cotton or nylon)
will be moistened and rubbed over the handle to collect any cells
present. The swab will then be placed in a tube containing a cocktail
of chemicals that purifies the DNA from the rest of the cellular ma-
terial this is a highly automated process. The amount of DNA will
then be quantified. If there is sufficient DNA present, we can pro-
ceed to generate a DNA profile. The optimum amount of DNA need-
ed to generate the profile is 500 picograms this is really tiny and
represents only 80 cells!

HHooww  ffoooollpprrooooff  iiss  DDNNAA  pprrooffiilliinngg??
DNA profiling is highly sensitive, given it can work from only 80

cells. This is microscopic: the tiniest pinprick of blood holds thou-
sands of blood cells. Consider said knife if it had been handled by
two people, perhaps including a legitimate owner and a person of
interest, yet only 80 cells are present, those 80 cells would not be
from only one person but two. Hence there is now a less-than-opti-
mal amount of DNA from either of the people, and the DNA profiling
will be a mixture of the two. Fortunately, there are several types of
software to pull apart these mixed DNA profiles. However, the DNA
profile might be incomplete (the term for this is "partial"); with less
DNA data, there will be a reduced power to identify the person.
Worse still, there may be insufficient DNA to generate any meaning-
ful DNA profile at all. If the sensitivity of the testing is pushed fur-
ther, we might obtain a DNA profile from even a few cells. But this
could implicate a person who may have held the knife innocently
weeks prior to an alleged event; or be from someone who shook
hands with another person who then held the knife. This later event
is called "indirect transfer" and is something to consider with such
small amounts of DNA. 
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GDP growth further
downgraded

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) on Tuesday cut
India's economic growth fore-
cast to 6.8% in 2022 in line
with its pessimistic projection
for global growth. Due to es-
calation of Ukraine war there
are chances of further con-
traction of world economy
which is already under the
shadow of recession which is
expected next and in this di-
rection maximum countries
had already started the pre-
ventive steps such as India
had already imposed ban on
export of wheat and non bas-
mati rice and this recession
will be due to high interest
rates due to high inflation.
Contrary to Govt's glib
prouncement that will witness
a high growth trajectory
gloomy cloud continue to
hover over the country's eco-
nomic landscape as the inter-
national agencies have down-
loaded India's economic
growth forecast. There is out
flow of funds which is re-
quired to be stopped by taking
appreciate steps. There is
wide gap between import and
export and steps should be
taken to minimise the imports.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

WHO alert
After the Gambian tragedy

and WHO’s alert, a rigorous
drug testing regulatory regime
has become imperative to en-
sure that India’s pharma in-
dustry remains globally com-
petitive. Though the Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation has now started
investigations, it should have
taken strict action when some
Indian children’s deaths were
reported due to the use of spu-
rious cough syrup. Heavy de-
terrent penalties could have
nudged offenders to reform.
Due to this criminal negli-
gence, too many children and
their families have paid a
heavy price, and Indian phar-
ma’s global reputation, once
again — after Ranbaxy — is at
risk. If a drug fails quality test
in one state, the obvious thing
to do is to suspend the manu-
facturing licence. Maiden
Pharmaceuticals escaped
such punishment. Due to regu-
latory failures, a problematic
company and a dangerous
contaminant escaped the at-
tention of drug controllers. It is
unfortunate.

SSKK  SSIINNGGHH,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Leader of masses
In the year 1996, my regi-

ment was at Babina and we
were conducting the annual
field firing at the firing ranges
there. We were told that the
then Raksha Mantri, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, would be visiting
us at the ranges. The next day,
he visited us. Everyone in the
regiment was there to have
tea with him. He enjoyed a
hearty conversation with the
JCOs and jawans, and was
seen hugging them. By the
time he left, the troops were in
a higher state of morale.
Mulayam Yadav was indeed a
leader of the masses.
CCooll  VVKK  SShhaarrmmaa  ((rreettdd)),,  bbyy  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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People visit the historic Taj Mahal shrouded in fog following rainfall over the last few days, in Agra, Wednesday, Oct. 12.

LOW VISIBILITY IN PARTS OF AGRA

T he World Bank recently scaled down India’s economic growth
forecast to 6.5% for the current fiscal from its earlier esti-

mate of 7.5%, announced in June, while the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) said the GDP
growth is expected to decelerate to 5.7% in 2022 from 8.2% last
year due to higher financing costs and weaker public expenditures.
Last week, the Reserve Bank of India too cut its growth forecast to
7% from an earlier estimate of 7.2% after increasing the repo rate
by 50 basis points to 5.9% to fight inflation. This spectre of gloom
looms large over India’s economic landscape which is contrary to
the NDA government’s glib pronouncement that the   country
would witness   a   high   growth trajectory in the world. This is the
third time that the World Bank has revised its growth forecast for
India in the current financial year. In April, it revised India’s project-
ed economic growth to 8% from the previous estimate of  8.7% in
January. One of   the  reasons  cited  by  the  World  Bank  for trim-
ming India’s growth forecast is the uneven recovery  from  the  im-
pact  of   the  coronavirus pandemic in South Asia. Another area of
concern is that the services sector activity fell to a six-month low in
September due to a cooling in demand amid soaring prices. High in-
flation and low demand pulled India’s factory growth to a three-
month low in September. The seasonally adjusted S&P Global India
Services Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) fell to 54.3 in
September, the weakest rate of  expansion since March, from 57.2
in August. The PMI data, released every month, is an indicator of
the overall health of the  economy.  Private  sector  sales  rose  at
the weakest pace in six months, amid softer increases in manufac-
turing and services economies. Hiring in the sector continued for
the fourth month but fewer jobs were created compared with
August. The PMI survey pointed out that price pressures, an in-
creasingly   competitive   environment   and unfavourable public
policies restricted the upturn in the month. The steep depreciation
of the rupee seen due to interest rate hikes in the US has posed ad-
ditional challenges to the Indian economy. Last month, the US
Federal Reserve raised its interest rate by 75 basis points and hinted
at more hikes in the future. This led to the strengthening of the US
dollar and the weakening of other currencies, including the Indian
rupee. Currency instability poses renewed inflation worries as im-
ported items become more costly. This means that the RBI will con-
tinue hiking interest rates to protect the rupee and contain price
pressures. The spillover from the Russia-Ukraine war and the global
monetary policy tightening cycle also weigh on India’s economic
outlook.  Rising  borrowing  costs  will  affect domestic demand
while slowing global growth inhibits India’s export growth.

Gloom descends on India’s
economic landscape

How does DNA profiling
actually work?

13 th October is  the day
celebrated as

International  Day for disaster Risk
Reduction to bring awareness
about the importance of reining in
the risks that they face. “Disaster
means catastrophe, mishap,
calamity or grave occurrence in
any area, arising from nature or
man-made causes, or by accident
or negligence which result in sub-
stantial loss of life, of human suf-
fering or damage to, and destruc-
tion of property, or damage to, or
degradation of environment, and is
of such nature or magnitude as to
be beyond the coping capacity of
the community of affected areas.”

According to the statistics, 68%
of India’s land is prone to drought,
60% to earthquakes, 12% to floods
and 8% to cyclones, making India
one of the most disaster prone
countries in the world, affecting
overall 85% of Indian land and
more than 50 million people.

Disaster management is the reg-
ulation of dealing with and avoid-
ing risks. It involves preparing for a
disaster before it happens. Every
year, we experience some natural
disaster but we have no strategy to
alleviate its effects. Natural disas-
ters are no doubt, beyond human
control. It is observed that from the
natural calamities happening  we
haven’t learnt lessons from them.
Damage to the ecology wreaked by
deforestation and construction of
dams has been the core cause of
such a massive disaster. India is
becoming a breeding ground for
natural calamities and it is high

time that we formulated some
plans to go green in the country by
reducing mounting pollutants.

Business interruptions can occur
anywhere & at anytime.  It is im-
possible to predict what may strike
when and therefore it has become
binding to prepare for such disas-
ter scenarios. Disaster risk man-
agement is a critical, if couched,
factor in daily decision – making. A
variety of risk financing and other
financial tools have been devel-
oped to facilitate management of
risks. A disaster disrupts business
activities on which the local popu-
lation depends, affecting livelihood
recovery and means to earn a liv-
ing. This is particularly true when
new skills are needed for new
types of jobs.

Stout financing tools can help
the poor to break the poverty cycle
by protecting their development
gains, reducing impacts and losses
of disaster shocks.  It is observed
that risks from injury, sickness or
disaster are a critical dimension of
poverty and can easily threaten the
small savings and fragile liveli-
hoods of poor families.  There
should be systematic resort to
“disaster drills” to educate the
public on what to do during an
earthquake. Preparedness is the
key to managing any more such
disasters. Although a 2005 law on
disaster management has been
put into effect at the national level,
it exists only on paper in a few
states and districts. A national dis-
aster response force was also
formed for rescue and evacuation.

It is an unfortunate reality in the
age of highly hazardous industry
that accidents are bound to hap-
pen. It is however the responsibili-
ty of all sectors of society to ensure
that we are prepared to cope with
the aftermath. Disaster manage-
ment is like breathing, if you don’t,
you die.

Disaster Management starts
with ‘D’ but begins with ‘YOU’. If
we need to change anything, it has
to start from our home. As we
know that our family may not be
together when all off a sudden a
disaster strikes, it is important to
create a plan in advance. One must
find reliable information sources,
warning systems and alert systems
in advance. Family communication
is one of the most important.  We
may have to evacuate at a mo-
ment’s notice and take essentials
with us as we will have no time to
search for the supplies we need or
shop for them.  Disaster can take
place anywhere and at any time.  It
is important to know what to do
and have a plan before a disaster
strikes. 

Disaster preparedness measures
can significantly reduce the shock
of disasters on people's lives, liveli-
hoods and assets. It is therefore
necessary that to survive the disas-
ter, every family must take respon-
sibility for their own disaster pre-
paredness from Home itself.
People talk about business conti-
nuity plan during a disaster, natu-
ral disaster insurance, socio-eco-
nomic effects of a disaster, the
preparedness on the national level,
and so on. We all know that it is im-
possible to avoid disasters, but it
isn't impossible to plan ahead of
time so that we can minimize the
impact that any given disaster
might have on us or on our family’s
health, safety and property. One
must remember that the future be-
longs to those who prepare. 

The biggest concern is the atti-
tude of policy makers, imple-
menters and local government to-
wards investing in people-oriented
preparedness at different levels.
There is a growing need to look at

disasters from a development per-
spective. Disasters can have devas-
tating effect on communities and
can significantly set back develop-
ment efforts to a great extent.
Disaster prevention, mitigation,
preparedness and relief are four el-
ements, which contribute to and
gain from the implementation of
sustainable development. The
need of the hour is to chalk out a
multi-pronged strategy for total
disaster management comprising
prevention, preparedness, re-
sponse and recovery on the one
hand and initiate development ef-
forts aimed towards risk reduction
and mitigation on the other cities.

For India, preparedness will have
to begin with the updating of con-
struction norms for quake-proof-
ing. Then, inspection of all con-
struction, old and new, must be
made a priority to check for adher-
ence. In old buildings, measures to
address vulnerability, such as
retro-fitting with steel structures,
have to be implemented compulso-
rily. Lessening the potential dam-
age, as much as responding to a
disaster, needs to be part of India’s
disaster management strategy.

We need to accept earthquakes
as a reality and do everything in
our power to redefine develop-
ment plans, especially in terms of
building quake-resistant buildings.
There should be systematic resort
to “disaster drills” to educate the
public on what to do during an
earthquake. Preparedness is the
key to managing any more such
disasters. There have been many
cases where there has been a relief
and rescue mobilization but by the
time the teams reach the damage
would have already been done.
Disasters are episodic but are re-
current. Therefore, it is rightly said
that “Those who work the Disaster
Management way, live to work an-
other day. Safety is a race we can
all win.  Preparedness is the only
key to the success of Disaster
Management Plan and without citi-
zens’ involvement and participa-
tion any effective plan is rendered
ineffective.

Being a little proactive can certainly save 
us from many complications in life

Jane Pilcher 

T he latest top baby names in
England and Wales have

been published, and as usual, the
list of names is divided into those
given to girls (at the top are Olivia,
Amelia and Isla) and those given to
boys (Noah, Oliver and George are
the top three here). Noah has
moved up three places since 2020,
to replace Oliver as the most popu-
lar name for baby boys. In the boy's
top ten, however, there has not
been much further movement, with
only one new entry (Henry, ranked
tenth and up one place compared to
2020, and replacing Jack). In the
girls' top ten, by contrast, there are
three new entries: Freya at number
six (up six places from 2020),
Florence at number eight (also up
six places from 2020), and Willow at
number ten (two places higher than
2020).

Meanwhile, Mia slips down four
places from 2020 to ninth position in
2021, and Rosie, Isabella and Sophia
drop out of the top ten completely.
These are changes that suggest

that names for boys have more sta-
bility than names for girls and that
parents are less willing to make
risky choices when it comes to
names for boys. Research shows
that parents remain more bound by
tradition in naming their sons be-
cause boys' names retain more cul-
tural value than girls' do. In 1996
(when baby names data first began
to be published in the UK), there
were 289 two-part names given to
girls (Sarah-Jane being the most
popular, ranked at 502). Only 35
double-barrelled names were given
to boys, with Jean-Luc the most
popular, ranked at 654.

Jump forward to 2021 and there
are now 1,173 two-part names for
girls (Ivy-Rose being the most popu-
lar, ranked at 247). Boys' double
names have also gained ground, but
not nearly as much: they numbered
434 in 2021, and the highest ranking
two-part boys' name Tommy-Lee
sat only at number 457. Double-bar-
relled forenames seem to be an op-
tion that parents of boys are less
likely to choose. There is also a no-
table difference in the size of the

baby-name pool for boys and for
girls. In 1996, the data listed 2,836
names given to boys that year, com-
pared to 3,795 names given to girls.
By 2021, those numbers had risen to
4,789 and 5,581, respectively. The
greater variety of names for baby
girls is another sign that parents are
less cautious when naming their
daughters than they are with their
sons. Research suggests that fore-
names for boys are seen as sig-
nalling ethnic credentials or her-
itage more often than those for girls
do. This finding helps explain why
the boys' name Muhammad ranks
fifth in the top names given to boys
in England and Wales in 2021.

More generally, and despite
some progress toward gender
equality in many societies, it has
been argued that boys and men are
still seen to hold more prestige and
value than girls and women. Simply
put, at a cultural level, names for
baby girls matter less than names
for baby boys, and so parents of
baby girls are less bound by conven-
tion or tradition. Interestingly, of the
top three most popular baby names

this year, Noah is the only one to be
given to both boys and girls.
Although, only 12 girls were given
that name in 2021 compared to
4,525 boys. But there were no boys
at all who were named Olivia,
Amelia or Isla. Nor were there any
girls named Oliver or George.

Gender-neutral names, like Jamie
and Taylor, are so called because
they can be given to girls and to
boys they do not clearly indicate a
person's birth-given sex category.
But in the UK, as in many countries,
it is still the cultural norm to give
babies a sex-specific forename.
Research has shown that 97 per
cent of forenames regarded as ap-
propriate for girls are only given to
children whose sex category is fe-
male. Likewise, 97 per cent of fore-
names viewed as appropriate for
boys are only given to children
whose sex category is male. In the
2021 list of baby names, River is a
strong candidate for the most popu-
lar gender-neutral name. Ranked at
position 131 in the boys' list and
given to 442 boys, it was also given
to 423 girls, and ranked higher, in

terms of popularity, at position 119.
Research also shows that when oth-
erwise gender-neutral names begin
to be given "too often" to girls as
happened with Taylor in the 1990s
in the US parents of boys begin to
abandon those names. This is ar-
gued to be especially true for
names like Ashley that have a long-
e suffix.

Here, the changed gender conno-
tations of the long-e sound over
time have made such names seem
more suitable for girls. In other
words, perceived over-use of gen-
der-neutral names for girls can
"contaminate" that name as a good
option for boys: they lose their per-
ceived neutrality and become
thought of more as girls' names.
Again, this stems from the lower
cultural value ascribed to girls'
names as compared to boys' names.
And it represents a barrier to any
significant rise in the popularity of
gender-neutral names in the near
future.

AAssssoocciiaattee  PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff  SSoocciioollooggyy,,
NNoottttiinngghhaamm  TTrreenntt  UUnniivveerrssiittyy

How parents take more risks when naming girls than boys
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Investor Meet 

New Delhi: The
Karnataka govern-
ment expects over Rs 5
lakh crore investment
during the Global
Investors Meet 2022 to
be held next month in
Bengaluru, state's
large and medium in-
dustries minister
Murugesh R Nirani
said on Tuesday. The
global investors meet
is scheduled on
November 2-4 after a
hiatus of six years.
"The state is expecting
over Rs 5 lakh crore in
investments in the
Global Investors Meet
2022," Nirani said at
the launch of a road-
show in the national
capital to promote
Karnataka as an in-
vestment destination.

VDS
Chandigarh: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday announced a
Voluntary Disclosure
Scheme (VDS) for get-
ting "consent" of
Punjab Pollution
Control Board (PPCB)
for all small-scale in-
dustries, institutes
and other establish-
ments having capital
investment of less
than Rs 10 crore. The
chief minister, while
chairing a meeting
with a delegation of
industrialists from
Ludhiana, said under
the provisions of
Water (Prevention
and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974
and Air (Prevention
and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981,
all the industries are
required to obtain
consent from PPCB.

Financial assistance

Chandigarh: Punjab
Environment Minister
Gurmeet Singh Meet
Hayer on Tuesday said
the Centre should pro-
vide financial assis-
tance to farmers of the
state for stubble man-
agement. "Pollution
caused by stubble burn-
ing is not a problem of
one state alone, but of
the entire country," he
said. He said the state
government is con-
stantly taking steps to
prevent farmers from
burning paddy stubble,
but this campaign can
get a big boost only if
the central government
provides financial as-
sistance to the farmers.

Digital currencies
Mumbai: As major
central banks work to-
wards roll-outs of dig-
ital currencies, India's
largest software ex-
porter TCS on
Tuesday announced a
solution which will
aid in their roll-outs
and usage. The Tata
Group company has
enhanced its
blockchain solutions
platform Quartz to en-
able central and com-
mercial banks to sup-
port the entire lifecy-
cle of Central Bank
Digital Currency
(CBDC) issuance,
book-keeping and
transactions.

LAKME FASHION WEEK

Bollywood actor Gauahar Khan at INIFD LAUNCH PAD during Lakmé Fashion Week, 
in Mumbai, Wednesday, Oct. 12.

Washington, Oct 12:  

India's economy is doing
fairly well, but additional
monetary tightening is re-
quired, Pierre-Olivier
Gourinchas, Chief
Economist of the IMF
said, as the global lender
trimmed its projection of
the country's economic
growth in 2022 to 6.8 per
cent.

In its annual World
Economic Outlook report,
the International
Monetary Fund said out-
look for India is growth of
6.8 per cent in 2022 a 0.6

percentage point down-
grade since the July fore-
cast, reflecting a weaker-
than-expected outturn in
the second quarter and
more subdued external de-
mand. India had grown at
8.7 per cent in the 2021-22
fiscal (April 2021 to March
2022). "India has been
doing very well in 2022 and
is expected to grow fairly

robustly in 2023. We expect
a growth rate at 6.8 per
cent for this year, and the
projection for the country
is 6.1 per cent for the next
year, Gourinchas told re-
porters at a news confer-
ence here to release the
World Economic Outlook
report. It's a downward re-
vision this year, and it's
mostly due to the external
outlook as well as tighter
financial conditions, and
the growth revision for the
first quarter of the fiscal
year came in weaker than
previously expected, he
said. Inflation is still above
the central bank target in
India. We expect India's in-
flation at 6.9 per cent in
2022-23, which is likely to
come down to 5.1 per cent

next year. So, the overall
stance of the policy we
think that fiscal and mone-
tary policy should be prob-
ably on the tightening
side, Gourinchas said.

Daniel Leigh, Division
Chief of the IMF's
Research Department said
he expects inflation will be
back towards the four per
cent mark in 2023-2024.
Additional monetary
tightening is going to en-
sure that happens, he said.
Global growth is forecast
to slow from 6.0 per cent in
2021 to 3.2 per cent in 2022
and 2.7 per cent in 2023.
This is the weakest growth
profile since 2001, except
for the global financial cri-
sis and the acute phase of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Indian economy doing fairly
well: IMF chief economist

̈ Additional 
monetary tightening
required, says 

Mumbai, Oct 12: 

Despite rising interest
rates, leading home loan
players SBI and HDFC
have announced discount-
ed interest rates beginning
at 8.40 per cent as part of
their festive offerings. SBI
in a statement said that its
home loan book has topped
the Rs 6 lakh crore mark, a
first in the industry. The
leading lender said it is of-
fering up to 25 bps discount
on interest rate to new
home loan borrowers,
making the entry level rate
at 8.40 per cent and the
offer will run up to
January 31, 2023. The
largest pure-play mortgage
player HDFC, which is
awaiting its merger with
its banking subsidiary
HDFC Bank, said it's also
offering discounted inter-

est rates to new borrowers
to the tune of 20 bps or at
8.40 per cent.

According to HDFC web-
site, the festive offer is
valid up to November 30,
and the low rate will be ap-
plicable to those borrowers
who have a minimum
credit score of 750.
Leading banks and mort-
gage players have in-
creased their lending rates
by up to 0.50 percentage
point after the Reserve
Bank of India last raised
its repo rate by 50 bps to
tame inflation. State Bank
of India did not offer de-
tails such as the credit
score conditions or the
ticket size of the loan to
avail of the lower rates. It
further said the festive
offer also includes waiver
of the processing fees, bal-
ance transfers/takeovers

and top-up loans. The bank
had crossed the Rs 5 lakh
crore-mark home loan
mark in January 2021. SBI
said while the new loan
comes up to 0.25 percent-
age point lower than its ex-
isting rates, new top-up
loans will be 0.15 percent-
age point cheaper, and
loans against property will
be cheaper by 0.30 percent-
age point. None of these of-
ferings will have process-
ing fees. Commenting on
the milestone, chairman
Dinesh Khara said SBI has
over 28 lakh home loan
customers. Alok Kumar
Choudhary, the managing
director-retail banking &
operations, said, while in-
terest rate for new loan
buyers and loan takeovers
starts at 8.40 per cent and
top-up loans start at 8.80
per cent.

SBI, HDFC offer home loans at 8.40%
as part of festive sales

Mumbai, Oct 12: 

Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran
said the conglomer-
ate does not have
any plans to have a
5G offering for con-
sumers. He said the
group, which exited
its consumer-facing
telecom service due
to losses a few years
ago, has concentrated its ef-
forts on building modern
technology infrastructure
for 4G and 5G and is also in-
vesting in 6G. "On the 5G,
we don't have plans for get-
ting into consumer busi-
ness. We have exited that
business," Chandrasekaran
said at the 'Lokmat
Maharashtrian of Year 2022'
award ceremony here. He

said the technology being
built by the group compa-
nies is fully indigenous, and

will be tested first
for being eventually
implemented on a
large scale. There
are already en-
quiries for its offer-
ings, he added.
Asked about the
group's plans to
consolidate four air-

lines in its portfolio,
Chandrasekaran said it
wants to create a single air-
line with two platforms -- a
full-service carrier and a
low cost carrier (LCC). "We
will definitely have both full
services and LCC but we
want to make it a world
leading airline of scale,
where Indians are able to fly
everywhere.

Tata Group has no plans to
enter 5G consumer space,

says N Chandrasekaran
New Delhi, Oct 12:  

Internet major Google
will roll out it's reward
point system in India,
which can be redeemed for
making purchases at Play
Store, the company said on
Tuesday. The facility,
Google Play Points, is avail-
able in 28 countries globally.
"Google Play Points helps
users earn points and re-
wards for the many ways
they use the platform. Over
the past years, Google Play
Points has been expanded
to 28 countries and has
more than 100 million peo-
ple finding value in the pro-
gramme. The programme
will be rolled out to users in
India in the coming week,"
the company said in a state-
ment. With Play Points,

users will be able to earn
points when they make pur-
chases with Google Play, in-
cluding in-app items, apps,
games, and subscriptions.
Google Play has also part-
nered with developers of
popular apps and games
across the world, which will
enable users to redeem
their points for special in-
app items. In India, it is
partnering with over 30 par-
ticipating titles that include
games from global studios
such as Miniclip (8 Ball
Pool), TG INC (Evony: The
King's return), games from
local studios such as
Gametion (Ludo King),
Playsimple Games (Word
Trip), Gameberry Labs
(Ludo Star), and popular
apps such as Truecaller and
Wysa.

Google to bring reward
point system in India for

Play Store users

New Delhi, Oct 12: 

Retail inflation spiked to
7.41 per cent in September,
mainly due to costlier food
items. For the ninth month
in a row, retail inflation has
remained above the
Reserve Bank of India's tol-
erance level of 6 per cent.
Official data released on
Wednesday showed that
the retail inflation based
on Consumer Price Index
(CPI) was at 7.41 per cent in
September. It was at 7 per
cent in August and 4.35 per
cent in September 2021.
Inflation in food basket
rose to 8.60 per cent in
September this year from

7.62 per cent in August.
With inflation remaining
above the 6 per cent level,
RBI, now, will have to give a
report to the central gov-
ernment giving reasons for
failure to contain inflation
at 4 per cent with a bias of
2 per cent on either side.
The central government
has mandated RBI to en-
sure that retail inflation re-
mains in the range of 2-6
per cent. In September, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said acute imported infla-
tion pressures felt at the be-
ginning of this fiscal year
have eased but it still re-
mains elevated across food
and energy items.

Retail inflation rises to 7.41 pc in
September on costlier food items

New Delhi, Oct 12: 

LG has launched slew of prod-
ucts ahead of festive season
including widest range of
OLED TVs, from 106 cm (42) –
246cm (97), for a customizable
viewing experience. The 2022
OLED lineup introduces the
widest range of OLED TVs,
from the world’s biggest OLED
246 cm (97) extending to the
smallest 106 cm (42) OLED TV
that is perfect for smaller
room spaces and ideal for
every gamer that seeks to be
closer to the action. As a pio-
neer and global leader in OLED
technology, LG has been con-
stantly perfecting and elevat-
ing technology to meet the
evolving consumer needs.
Attributed to LG’s OLED lead-
ership, this has enabled the
invention of the first Rollable

OLED TV, the LG Signature R
OLED that pushes the bound-
aries of engineering and user-
centric design to enhance any
space and complement any
lifestyle.
The 2022 Home Appliances
lineup consists of new
Stunningly Stylish
Refrigerators - InstaView
Door-in-Door and Frost Free
Refrigerators, AI Direct Drive
Washing Machines, Puricare
Wearable Air Purifier, VIRAAT
Air Conditioners, UV+UF
Water Purifiers and a new
range of Charcoal Microwaves.
LG AI Direct Drive Series in
Front Load & Top Load
Washing Machine is equipped
with AI Direct Drive
Technology and LG ThinQ
which gives better wash per-
formance and makes washing
convenient for customers. 

LG adds joy to festive mood

Mumbai, Oct 12: 

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rebounded nearly 1 per
cent while Nifty reclaimed
the 17,100 level on
Wednesday as value buy-
ing in energy, banking, IT
and FMCG shares helped
the indices cut short a
three-day losing run.
Positive trends in
European markets and US
stock index futures ahead
of the release of Fed meet-
ing minutes and inflation
data also boosted investor
sentiment. The 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed 478.59
points or 0.84 per cent to
settle at 57,625.91. During
the day, it jumped 540.32
points or 0.94 per cent to
57,687.64.

The broader NSE Nifty
reclaimed the 17,100 level
by jumping 140.05 points
or 0.82 per cent to close at
17,123.60. "Bears took a
breather today as markets
witnessed a relief rally
after getting hammered in
the past few sessions.
However, the recovery
doesn't seem to be sustain-

able as multiple negative
factors are at play," said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities
Ltd. "The domestic market
was successful in over-
coming the weak cues
from global peers as it fo-
cused on quarterly earn-
ings. The IT earnings sea-
son got off to a strong
start, which improved the
sector's spirits," said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
Among Sensex shares,
Power Grid rose the most
by 3.5 per cent. Axis Bank
rose by 2.89 per cent,
NTPC by 2.42 per cent,
IndusInd Bank 1.97 per
cent, L&T by 1.7 per cent,
and UltraTech Cement by
1.65 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty rebound nearly 
1 pc, snap three-day losing run

Mumbai, Oct 12: 

OPPO India, the leading
global smart device brand,
today announced that all
Airtelcustomers can expe-
rience a seamless 5G con-
nectivity on all OPPO 5G
devices. Customers canex-
perience seamless video
calling, lag free gaming on
the cloud and blazing fast
data upload and downloads
across all its 5G model-
sacross categories. To enjoy
the ultrafast Airtel 5G con-
nectivity, customers just
need to gotonetwork set-
tings and change their pre-
ferred network to Airtel 5G.

Commenting on the de-
velopment, TasleemArif,
VP and R&D Head, OPPO
India, said, "OPPO has been
driven by developing tech-
nologies which enhance the
quality of life for users, as
stated by our brand propo-
sition – Inspiration Ahead.
One such example is 5G, we
have leveraged our
strengths in innovation and
collaboration across the
tech ecosystem to advance
the same in India. Our team

has been working relent-
lessly over the year towards
building 5G for all. We
thank Airtel for being part
of this journey and for
helping us bring the whole-
some 5G experience to our
users immediately after im-
plementation.

In the future, even as 5G
evolves, we will continue to
focus our energies on inno-
vations to stay ahead in the
5G race." Commenting on
the collaboration,
Shashwat Sharma,
Director - Consumer
Business and CEO DTH,
Bharti Airtel,said, “OPPO
has been a long standing
partner to Airtel and we are
thrilled to collaborate with
them yet again in our 5G
journey. Airtel 5G Plus is al-
ready live in 8 cities and we
plan to ramp up our servic-
es soon across the country.
Existing Airtel 4G SIM is
5G enabled therefore cus-
tomers can enjoy ultrafast
5G services across all OPPO
5G devices just by selecting
the 5G network under set-
ting as we start rolling out
the network." 

OPPO India welcomes  Airtel users
for a seamless 5G experience 

New Delhi, Oct 12: 

The new business pre-
mium income of domes-
tic life insurance compa-
nies rose by 17.3 per cent
to Rs 36,366.53 crore in
September of this fiscal
year, data from Irdai
showed on Tuesday. All
the 24 life insurance com-
panies had a collective
premium income of Rs
31,001.17 crore in the
same period a year ago.
The largest and the only
state-owned insurer LIC
recorded a jump of nearly
35 per cent in the new pre-
mium income of Rs
24,991.26 crore in
September 2022-23, as
against Rs 18,520.21 crore

in same period of 2021-22,
showed the data from the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (Irdai).

However, the rest of the
23 players in the private
sector witnessed a decline
of 8.9 per cent in their
combined new premium
income during the report-
ed month at Rs 11,375.27
crore as against Rs
12,480.96 crore a year ago.
Among the private sector
players: SBI Life regis-
tered a fall of 15 per cent
in new premium income
at Rs 2,471.37 crore; HDFC
Life down by 22.3 per cent
at Rs 2,165.97 crore; Bajaj
Allianz Life at Rs 670.43
crore, down by 38.2 per

cent; and ICICI
Prudential Life down by 4
per cent at Rs 1,409.88
crore.

Among others, Max
Life witnessed a rise of
3.14 per cent at Rs 706.66
crore; PNB MetLife pre-
mium was up by 45.3 per
cent at Rs 300.62 crore;
Tata AIA Life up 39 per
cent at Rs 625.61 crore and
Aviva Life up 11.3 per cent
at Rs 25.71 crore. On a cu-
mulative basis from
April-September period
of 2022-23, the new busi-
ness premium of all the
24 life insurers moved up
by 37.88 per cent at Rs
1,81,976.96 crore. It was at
Rs 1,31,981.89 crore in
same period of 2021-22.

Life insurers’ new biz premium up 17 pc
at Rs 36,367 crore in September: Irdai

New Delhi, Oct 12:  

Amazon Web Services,
Inc. (AWS), an
Amazon.com, Inc. company,
announced the launch of a
new AWS Local Zone in
Delhi, India. AWS Local
Zones are a type of infra-
structure deployment that
places AWS compute, stor-
age, database, and other
services near large popula-
tion, industry, and informa-
tion technology (IT) centers
—enabling customers to de-
ploy applications that re-
quire single-digit milli sec-
ond latency to end users or
on-premises data centers.
Customers can run work
loads with low latency re-
quirements on AWS Local

Zones while seamlessly con-
necting to the rest of their
workloads running in AWS
Regions. Today’s launch
marks the first internation-
al expansion of AWS Local
Zones outside the U.S. and
includes new locations in
Delhi and Taipei, Taiwan.
AWS now has 19AWS Local
Zones around the world,
with announced plans to
launch 31 more Local
Zones globally over the
next two years, including
additional AWS Local
Zones in India, in the cities
of Chennai, Bengaluru,
and Kolkata. For applica-
tions that require single-
digit millisecond latency,
the location of cloud infra-
structure matters.

AWS launches

Local Zone in Delhi

New Delhi, Oct 12:  

The rupee fell 14 paise to
close at 82.35 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Wednesday amid the
strengthening of the
American currency and
sustained foreign fund out-
flows. Besides, risk aver-
sion sentiment among in-
vestors weighed on the
local unit. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local currency opened
at 82.32, then fell further to
settle at 82.35 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a decline of 14 paise
over its previous close.

Rupee falls 14 paise

to close at 82.35

against US dollar

Leena Jumani shares
her fitness regime
While actors are continuously honing

their acting skills, they must also
maintain a fitness regime to look their best
while portraying a variety of roles on tel-
evision. Actress Leena Jumani who
plays the grey character of 'Sonali’ in
Sony Entertainment Television's
‘Appnapan... Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan’, has captured the
public's imagination with her
brilliant performance. The
show sheds light on the
quandary and complex-
ities in relationships and how the
two protagonists Nikhil and
Pallavi navigate the same. The es-
tranged couple is dealing with
their own set of challenges in life
owing to their past and now as
they both have started getting
closer, adding further obstacles in
Nikhil and Pallavi’s life once
again is Pallavi’s sister, Sonali. To
get into the character of Sonali,
Leena has been putting in a lot of
time and effort in order to prepare
for this role and has been working
on her physique to look the part as
well.

Sharing a few details about her fit-
ness regime that she follows, Leena
Jumani said, “As an actress, we need to
always focus on our acting skills and the
way we present ourselves onscreen, espe-
cially at a time when it’s needed to "fit"
into a particular character.

ACROSS

1. Professional speedster

6. Pass over

10. Send forth

14. Love, in Rome

15. Milk measure

16. ____ Ness

17. Dogma

18. Moving staircase

20. Naval officer (abbr.)

21. Charged atoms

23. Expiate

24. Trimmed

26. Detrimental

28. Grinning person

30. Adrift

31. ____ blanche

32. Nursery item

33. Window section

37. Margarine

38. Future flowers

39. Matured

40. Turner and Kennedy

41. Subside

42. Parsley piece

43. Mexican house

44. Rock band ____ Dan

45. Stir up

49. Extra tire

50. Hermit

51. Blemish

52. Gorilla, e.g.

55. Napoleon ____

58. Prohibition

60. Puts into service

61. Cut of meat

62. Comic ____ DeGeneres

63. Slight

64. Jaunty

65. Counts calories

DOWN

1. Assess

2. Church word

3. Plotted

4. Byron's "before"

5. Person on a pension

6. Pay out

7. Lover's greeting

8. "Murder, ____"

9. School gp.

10. Make joyful

11. Engine

12. Sacred images

13. Trio number

19. Hot, molten rock

22. Atop, poetically

25. Choir singers

26. Stage remark

27. Society girls
28. Highlander
29. Man or boy
30. Sports locale
32. Desist
33. Document
34. Pleasant
35. Playwright ____ Simon
36. Nervous
38. Smack
42. Began
43. Food fish
44. Health club
45. Scrapbook
46. Web-footed bird
47. Not outer
48. Poke fun at
49. Odor
51. Recipe verb
53. Poe or Browning
54. Eternities
56. Swiss mountain
57. Future fish
59. Rhyming boxer
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Today you might pinch yourself to see if
what you're experiencing is real,
Aquarius. Success and good fortune are
coming thick and fast, with only minor
setbacks and irritations to complicate
matters. Business, money, and career
success are likely to be at an all-time high,
although you might find yourself feeling a
little fearful of what comes next. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Career and financial success might have
paved the way for you to fulfill some of
your fondest dreams, Pisces. Perhaps
you've wanted to return to college and get
an advanced degree, explore new cultures
or try writing and publishing. Whatever it
is, your schedule should be freer and more
flexible than ever, so this is the time to go
for it. Start planning today!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Now that you feel more secure regarding
your business and financial situations,
Aries, you might be looking for ways to
feed your spiritual and metaphysical
interests. Your intuitive and psychic abili-
ties should be operating at a very high
level, causing you to experience some
vivid dreams and visions and receive the
insights that come from them. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Just about every department of life should
be going very well for you now, Taurus.
Business, finances, and partnerships are
likely on their way to success, while per-
sonal relationships of all kinds, particular-
ly romantic ones, should also be more
rewarding. You might be thinking of
expanding your horizons through new
enterprises or study. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Whatever you're working on at the
moment, Gemini, whether business
related, personal projects, or volunteer
work, it's likely to bring you increased
satisfaction on many levels. You're
enjoying what you do, making a differ-
ence, and interacting with new friends.
Your health continues to glow. You may
feel as if nothing can stop you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It's likely that your personal and creative
horizons are expanding, Cancer. Your or
another's artistic enterprises might pay
off big today. You could be introduced to
people who prove to be valuable contacts
as well as new friends. Your love relation-
ships are going well. Your new feeling of
enthusiasm and self-confidence certainly
doesn't hurt!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

If possible, a get-together of some kind
could take place today either at your
home or the home of someone close to
you, Leo. It could even turn into more
than just a fun time. You might become
involved in conversations with people
who become valuable business or social
contacts. Expect to have a wonderful
time no matter what you do today.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Expect many advantageous changes to take
place in your community, Virgo. New busi-
nesses could open their doors, interesting
neighbors could move in, or some necessary
repairs could finally get done. You might
spend a lot of time in the car or on the phone
and spreading the news. An exciting propo-
sition may come to you or someone close to
you through a letter, email, or phone call.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You've probably had few periods when
business and finance have gone well for
you, Libra. Now this trend seems to be
coming to a head. Today you might start
or close some type of agreement that will
make a big difference to your finances.
Your money situation should not only
improve but also stabilize at a level high-
er than it's ever been. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You tend to be practical and businesslike by
nature, Scorpio, but the tremendous
growth you've experienced may increase
your desire to be as sensible and efficient
as possible in order to continue this trend.
You're feeling upbeat and positive. You're
likely to continue to feel this way. The only
downside is that you're probably going to
be working very hard. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You probably think of yourself as a curi-
ous intellectual, Sagittarius, but a
recent expansion in career and finance
has brought out talents for business and
money that you didn't know you had.
This has been a time not only of success
and good fortune but also of learning
more about yourself. Don't fall back on
old fears or underestimate yourself. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your natural warmth is enhanced by a new
sense of self-confidence, Capricorn.
Whichever kind of group activities and
social events are possible might bring you
into touch with people who prove to be
valuable business contacts. Whatever goals
you've attempted to reach may finally show
signs of materializing, possibly through the
efforts of others who believe in you. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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M
ega power star
Ram Charan has
left for

Rajahmundry for the next
leg of shooting of direc-
tor Shankar's upcoming
film, 'RC 15'.

The actor was papped
at the airport while on his
way to Rajahmundry.

Sources close to the
unit of the film say that
the next schedule of the
upcoming film has re-
sumed in full swing.

Ram Charan, who has
had a busy year -- both as
an actor and a producer --
seemed enthusiastic to be
back in action.

Kiara Advani plays the
female lead opposite Ram
Charan in the film, which
is yet to be titled.

One of Tamil cinema's
most versatile actors, S J
Suryah, too plays an im-
portant role in the film.

Apart from them, ac-
tors Jayaram, Anjali,
Sunil, Srikanth, and
Naveen Chandra too will
be a part of this big budg-
et film, which is being
made in multiple lan-
guages. S.S. Thaman is
scoring the music for this
film, which has Tirru
cranking the camera.

Director Shankar is
now shooting 'RC15' si-
multaneously with his
long pending, 'Indian 2',
featuring Kamal Haasan
in the lead.

Ram Charan
heads to

Rajahmundry 
for next leg of

shooting of 
'RC 15'

Ankita Lokhande to star 
opposite Randeep Hooda 
in ‘Swatantra Veer Savarkar’

A
ctress Ankita Lokhande, who is
known for her role in television
serial 'Pavitra Rishta', will be

seen opposite actor Randeep Hooda in
the movie 'Swatantra Veer Savarkar'.

The film is based on the life of politi-
cian and activist Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar. It also features Amit Sial in an
important role. After making her place
in the TV industry, she entered
Bollywood with the movies such as
Tiger Shroff's 'Baaghi 3' and Kangana
Ranaut-starrer 'Manikarnika: The
Queen of Jhansi.'

The actress says she is always inter-
ested in doing challenging roles and she
found the story of the movie inspiring to
be part of it. Ankita says: "I love essay-
ing challenging and pivotal characters
that not just take the narrative forward
but also leave an impact on the audience.

'Swatantra Veer Savarkar' is one such
inspiring story that needs to be told and

I'm happy to be associated with it".
Randeep, who made his debut with

'Monsoon Wedding', got a lot of populari-
ty with films such as 'Once Upon a Time
in Mumbaai', 'Saheb, Biwi Aur
Gangster', 'Rang Rasiya', 'Jism 2' and
many more. With 'Swatantra Veer
Savarkar', he is making a debut
as a director and will also be
playing the titular role in
the film. 'Swatantra Veer
Savarkar' is conceptu-
alised by Sandeep
Singh, and it is written
by Utkarsh Naithani and
Randeep Hooda.

The film is produced by
Anand Pandit Motion
Pictures and Legend
Studios, Producers Anand
Pandit, Sandeep Singh, and
Sam Khan. It is all set to release
on May 26, 2023.

Malayalam actor Tovino Thomas,
whose superhero film 'Minnal

Murali' went on to become a superhit,
is to play a triple role in his next film,
'Ajayante Randam Moshanam'.
This will be the first time that Tovino
will be playing a triple role in a film.
Directed by debutant Jitin Lal, the
story of the film, which will have
Tovino playing three characters, will
revolve around three eras.
The titular characters -- namely
Maniyan, Ajayan and Kunjikelu -- are
all being played by Tovino. Sujith
Nambiar has penned the story and
screenplay of the film, which went on
the floors on Tuesday with a tradition-
al pooja.

Sources say that 'Ajayante Randam
Moshanam' is to be released in 3D.
Kriti Shetty, Aishwarya Rajesh and
Surabhi Lakshmi have been roped in to
play the female leads. Interestingly,
this will be actress Kriti Shetty's first
Malayalam film. Other actors who will
be seen in important roles in the film
include Basil Joseph, Kishore, Harish
Uttaman, Harish Peradi and Jagadish.
The big budget film is being produced
by UGM Productions and Magic
Frames. Deepu Nainan Thomas will be
scoring the music for this film, which
will feature a lot of Kalari sequences.
Sources say that Tovino Thomas
recently underwent training in Kalari
for the film.

Tovino Thomas to play
triple role in ‘Ajayante
Randam Moshanam’

I
n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, characters
will find themselves in
high-voltage drama this
week. About &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
track, Katori Amma
shares, The
Commissioner (Kishore
Bhanushali) announces
the formation of a special
police force comprising of
senior citizens in the spe-
cial position. Gabbar in-
structs Rajesh (Kamna
Pathak) to persuade
Happu to become a spe-
cial police officer.
Chamchi (Zaara Warsi)
informs Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri) about
it, and she decides to
apply for it with the help
of Happu. Frustrated,
Happu cannot decide who
to hire and asks the
Commissioner to cancel
the position. Due to rejec-
tion, Katori Amma tries
to influence the
Commissioner by gifting
homemade pickles. As a
result, she lands up get-
ting hired. On finding
this, Rajesh gets enraged

and vows not to let Amma
perform her duties.”
About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai track,
Manmohan Tiwari
shares, “ A drunk Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) acci-
dentally hits a man walk-
ing on the roadside with
his scooter. To avoid a po-
lice investigation, he
brings the unconscious
man to his house and
hides him in the store-
room. But Teeka
(Vaibhav Mathur) and
Tillu (Syed Salim Zaidi)
catch him. Meanwhile,
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) asks Vibhuti (Aasif
Sheikh) to take her to the
Zoo. On their way out,
they meet Saxena

(Saanand Verma), who
tells them about his new
pest control business, and
Angoori happily assigns
him pest control for her
house. At the Zoo, a
Gorilla gets excited to see
Angoori. When Vibhuti
tries to take a selfie with
Angoori, Gorilla grabs
Vibhuti's hand and holds
him hostage. The Zoo’s
watchman informs them
that only the trainer,
Rajindar, can help them
now.”

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

High-voltage drama in &TV shows
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Sylhet , Oct 12 (PTI):

It has been a smooth
ride for the mighty Indian
team so far and the trend
is expected to continue
when the sub-continent
powerhouse aim to crush
minnows Thailand one
more time in the Women's
Asia Cup semifinal here
on Thursday. The last
match between two teams
had turned out to be a
huge mismatch as India
had skittled Thailand out
for just 37 runs in 15.1
overs to run away with an
easy win during the league
stage.

Thailand would look to
do better than their previ-
ous batting effort against
India after making the
Asia Cup semi-final entry
for the first time at the ex-
pense of hosts defending
champions Bangladesh.

The Naruemol Chaiwai-
led side would hope to
prove that their qualifica-
tion for the tournament
was not a fluke.

For India, the tourna-
ment came as a perfect op-
portunity to test their
bench strength and give
their less-experienced
players "enough game
time" ahead of the next
year's T20 World Cup in
South Africa.

As a result, India's star
skipper Harmanpreet

Kaur played only three of
their six league matches,
and even dropped down to
No. 7 against Pakistan in
the only game they lost.

The team tried out the
likes of T20 power-hitter
Kiran Prabhu Navgire
and Dayalan Hemalatha
in search of a "finisher".

While rookie Navgire,
who smashed the fastest
fifty in the Women's T20
Challenge earlier in May,
has managed just 10 runs
from three innings, the

more experienced
Hemalatha has also failed
to impress -- 45 runs, four
innings. It remains to be
seen if the team contin-
ues to experiment or play
full strength to be ready
for the title clash. The
spin troika of Deepti
Sharma, Sneh Rana and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad
easily kept most of the
teams under check.

To make it a contest, the

onus would be on their
Thailand's top three --
N a n n a p a t
K o n c h a r o e n k a i ,
Natthakan Chantham and
skipper Chaiwai.

The trio has done bulk
of the scoring for the
team and a big test awaits
them against a disci-
plined Indian attack.

The biggest positive for
India has been Jemimah
Rodrigues' stunning form
as she has shouldered the
responsibility in the mid-

dle-order and is leading
the run-charts with 188
runs with two half-cen-
turies.

Having missed two ear-
lier games, opener Shafali
Verma too has returned to
form with a bang as the
Indian batters would look
to gear up for the final
with a strong perform-
ance.

The second semi-final
will be played between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka
on Thursday.

Canberra, Oct 12 (AP):

Dawid Malan posted 82
to lead the batting and
Sam Curran snared three
wickets to help England
clinch a series victory over
Australia with an eight-
run win Wednesday that
will be a setback for the
hosts ahead of their title
defense at the Twenty20
World Cup.

Malan plundered seven
boundaries and four sixes
in his 49-ball innings and
shared a 92-run fifth -wick-
et stand with Moeen Ali
that propelled England
from a precious 54-4 in the
9th over to a total of 178-7
after being sent in to bat.
Curran took some big
wickets when Glenn
Maxwell (8) pulled a
bouncer to Alex Hales at
mid-wicket in the 8th over
and Marcus Stoinis (22)
picked out Harry Brook at
deep mid-wicket in the
12th. He returned to end
Australia's hopes by tak-
ing out the leg stump of
Tim David (40 of 23 balls)
with a perfect yorker in
the 18th. The Australians
finished on 170-6. England
won the series-opening
match in Perth last
Sunday by eight runs but
was facing a full-strength
bowling attack in
Canberra, with Australia
making five changes for
Game 2.

Medium pacer Stoinis
produced Australia's best

bowling figures of 3-34, in-
cluding the wicket of
Malan with three balls left
in the innings. Australia
lost openers Finch (13) and
Warner to be in trouble at
22-2, leaving Mitch Marsh
to anchor the top order
with 45 from 29 balls.
Curran picked off
Maxwell and Stoinis be-
fore taking the vital catch
when Marsh flicked Ben

Stokes' first ball of the
15th over to deep square
leg and Australia slipped
to 114-5. David was threat-
ening to guide Australia to
an unlikely win before
Curran's timely wicket
gave England the late mo-
mentum. The teams will
meet again in Canberra on
Friday before a final week
of preparation for the T20
World Cup.

Malan, Curran help England to
T20 series win over Australia

India eye another crushing win against
Thailand on way to Asia Cup final

Match starts 8.30am IST.

Christchurch, Oct 12 (AP):

Devon Conway contin-
ued a compelling run of
form leading into the
Twenty20 World Cup with
an innings of 64 on
Wednesday in New
Zealand's 48-run win over
Bangladesh at the New
Zealand T20 Tri-series.

With his help, New
Zealand made 208-5 after
losing the toss and then re-
stricted Bangladesh to 160-
7. Conway made 70 not out
and 49 not in his two previ-
ous innings in the series,
carrying his bat on both
occasions as New Zealand
posted wins over
Bangladesh and Pakistan.
With his 36 in New
Zealand's opening loss to
Pakistan, he has made 219
runs in the series so far at
an average of 109.5. He
now has six half centuries
in T20 internationals.

Conway provided the
engine of New Zealand's
innings Wednesday, taking
his runs from only 40 de-
liveries at a strike rate of
160.0 with five fours and

three sixes. Glenn Phillips
took up where Conway left
off, blasting 60 from 24
balls with two fours and
five sixes at 250.0. Martin
Guptill made 34 batting at
No. 3 in his first appear-
ance at the tournament,
and opener Finn Allen hit
32 from 19 balls.

The odds were against
Bangladesh, which has
surpassed 200 in a T20 in-
nings on only three occa-
sions. It made a good run
at it, reaching 90-3 after 10
overs.

The loss of Soumya
Sarkar at the end of the
10th over was a blow; he

put on 43 with captain
Shakib Al Hasan in brisk
time. Shakib carried the
innings, making 70 from 44
balls, including a half cen-
tury from 33 deliveries. He
was out in the 19th over
when Bangladesh was 153-
7 and the match already
was lost.

New Zealand beats Bangladesh by 48 runs in Tri-series

New Zealand players congratulate each other after their victory in the fifth cricket match between New
Zealand and Bangladesh of the Twenty20 tri-series at Hagley Oval in Christchurch on October 12.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 12 (PTI):

India head coach
Thomas Dennerby admit-
ted that his team was no
match to the USA after it
suffered a 0-8 humiliation
in their FIFA Women's U-
17 World Cup opener but
insisted that the home
team is capable of playing
better.

Dennerby had claimed
that India can compete
against any team in the
age-group showpiece, his
comment coming on the
basis of the close game (1-3
loss) the team played
against Sweden in the lead
up to the tournament.

"I did not expect to let in
so many goals because de-
fending has been quite
good when they played
against Sweden two and
half weeks ago. We defend-
ed very well, we had two
shots on the bar and we
were creating chances. But
honestly USA were one
level up even if you com-

pare with Sweden at least,"
the coach said on Tuesday.
Dennerby had said before
the USA match that "if you
can play a close game
against Sweden, you can
do that with any team in
this tournament".
Incidentally, Sweden did
not qualify for the final
round of the UEFA U-17
Championships, the
European qualifying tour-
nament for the FIFA event.

Dennerby had earlier
said that India had pre-
pared well for the U-17
World Cup. However, dur-
ing an interaction with
media, he said that they
haven't played any side of
the standard of USA in the
lead-up to the showpiece.

India not up to USA standards but can
certainly play better: Coach Dennerby

Bhubaneswar: Indian 
U-17 women players during
a training session ahead of
their FIFA U-17 World Cup
match against Morocco, in
Bhubaneswar, Wednesday,

Oct. 12.

Johannesburg, Oct 12 (PTI):

Left-arm quick Marco Jansen
has replaced the injured
Dwaine Pretorius in South
Africa's 15-member squad for
the upcoming T20 World Cup in
Australia, the country's cricket
board announced on
Wednesday. All-rounder
Pretorius was ruled out of the
T20 showpiece after sustaining
an injury in his left thumb dur-
ing the third T20I against India.
The 22-year-old Jansen was ini-
tially part of the travelling
reserves and has been replaced
by pacer Lizaad Williams in the
standby list, Cricket South
Africa (CSA) said in a media
release. Jansen has represented
South Africa in just one T20I.
His debut in the format came
during their tour of India in
June this year. He had taken
one wicket for 38 runs in the
Rajkot match.

Jansen replaces

Pretorius in SA's T20

World Cup Squad

Rome, Oct 12 (AP):

Happy or not, Kylian
Mbappe continues to
score goals for Paris
S a i n t - G e r m a i n .
Manchester City, mean-
while, just isn't the same
without Erling Haaland.
Still, City despite a 0-0
draw at FC Copenhagen
joined holder Real Madrid

on Tuesday as the first
teams to advance to the
knockout phase of the
Champions League.

On the same day when
reports emerged that
Mbappe is frustrated at
PSG and wants to leave
during the January
transfer window, the
France striker converted
a penalty in a 1-1 draw

with Benfica.
It was Mbappe's record

31st goal for PSG in the
competition, passing
Edinson Cavani for the
club record.

Mbappe had been close
to joining Real Madrid
on a free transfer this
summer but finally
agreed to stay at PSG for
two more years with an

option for an extra sea-
son.

The 23-year-old
Frenchman celebrated
his latest goal by holding
his arms out wide and
rushing toward the
stands at Parc de Princes
with no outward sign of
discontent.Mbappe also
had an acrobatic poten-
tial later winner waved
off by the VAR, leaving
PSG level on points with
Benfica atop Group H.

CITY STOPPED

With Haaland rested,
10-man City was held to a
0-0 draw at FC
Copenhagen, a team lan-
guishing in the bottom
half of the Danish league.
Copenhagen became the
first team to stop City
from scoring this season
in a match overshadowed
by early video-review de-
cisions. One of those VAR
calls resulted in a red card
for City left back Sergio
Gomez in the 30th minute
for pulling back H kon

Arnar Haraldsson as the
last man, harming the vis-
itors attacking ambitions
at the atmospheric
Parken Stadium. Still,
City leads Group G with
10 points, followed by
Borussia Dortmund (7),
Sevilla (2) and
Copenhagen (2). City, like
Madrid, has advanced
with two rounds of
matches still remaining
in the group phase.

RUDIGER TO THE 

RESCUE

Antonio Rudiger had
his face bloodied as he
scored a stoppage-time
equalizer for Madrid in a
1-1 draw with Shakhtar
Donetsk. Also, Timo
Werner scored his first
Champions League goal
since returning to
Leipzig to help secure a 2-
0 win at Celtic. Madrid
leads Group F with 10
points, followed by
Leipzig (6), Shakhtar (5)
and Celtic (1).

Mbapp scores for Paris
Saint-Germain; City,

Madrid advance in CL

Benfica's Portuguese midfielder Rafa Silva (L) fights for the ball with Paris Saint-Germain's French
forward Kylian Mbappe during the UEFA Champions League group H football match between Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG) and SL Benfica, at The Parc des Princes Stadium.

Dubai, Oct 12 (PTI):

In-form batter
Suryakumar Yadav con-
tinued to be the top ranked
Indian batter in the short-
est format, holding on to
his second spot in the lat-
est ICC T20I rankings re-
leased on Wednesday.

Suryakumar, who fin-
ished India's recent T20I
series at home against
South Africa as their lead-
ing run-scorer, is on 838
points, behind Pakistan
wicketkeeper batter
Mohammad Rizwan. The
32-year-old is the lone
Indian in the top 10.
Opener KL Rahul and vet-
eran Virat Kohli occupy

the 13th and 14th spots
while skipper Rohit
Sharma is 16th.

Kiwi star Devon
Conway, the leading run-
getter in the ongoing T20I
tri-series in New Zealand,
jumped into the top five
after the impressive show-
ing in the three-team se-
ries.

Suryakumar remains static
at 2nd in T20I rankings

In the ODI batting rankings,
Shikhar Dhawan dropped
down six places despite
India's 2-1 series win
against South Africa. The
India opener comes in at
No.17 with Kohli and Rohit,
both of whom also dropped
down the rankings a bit
after missing the ODI series,
the only Indian batters
ahead of him. While Kohli is
seventh, Rohit is a spot
behind his compatriot at
eighth. The duo missed the
recently-concluded ODI
series against South Africa.
Shreyas Iyer (33) and Sanju
Samson (93) were the big
movers in the top 100 of the
batting rankings. 

Dhawan, Kohli and
Rohit drop places in

ODI rankings

Hand pump spews out
liquor as police seize
underground drums

Guna (MP), Oct 12 (PTI): 

Hand pumps are gener-
ally associated with sup-
plying water but in
Bhanpura village in
Madhya Pradesh's Guna
district a hand pump spew
out liquor when police
busted an illegal liquor
den and seized huge stock,
an official said on
Wednesday.

Police raided the village
on Monday and during a
search, they recovered a
total of eight drums filled
with raw liquor buried un-
derground or hidden

under fodder in agricul-
ture fields. "A hand pump
attached with the drums of
raw liquor hidden under-
ground was also recov-
ered.

When police personnel
started pumping it, liquor
started coming out from
the other end (joined by a
pipe)," said Guna superin-
tendent of police, Pankaj
Shrivastava.

Police also recovered
huge quantities of coun-
try-made liquor stored in
drums which were hidden
under the debris of fodder
in farms. "Prime facie,

people dealing in illegal
liquor trade had dug un-
derground pits to hide
liquor-filled drums. They
were using a hand pump
to take out liquor from
these drums which are
then filled in pouches and
five-litre cans,"
Shrivastava said.

He said police conduct-
ed the raid on a tip-off but
the persons involved in
the sale of illegal liquor
managed to flee. "Police
have identified eight per-
sons and a search is on to
nab them," the police offi-
cer said.

Bahucharaji (Guj), Oct 12 (PTI): 

Bharatiya Janata Party
president JP Nadda on
Wednesday launched the
"Gaurav Yatra" of the party
in poll-bound Gujarat from
the temple town of
Bahucharaji and said the
yatra is not restricted to
BJP or Gujarat but will es-
tablish the "pride" of India.
He accused Congress of
halting development and
said the opposition party is
"stuck and lost".

In the run-up to the high-

stake Assembly elections,
due in December this year,
the BJP will launch five
such yatras in two days that
will cover different parts of
Gujarat. Nadda on
Wednesday flagged off the
Yatra, comprising vehicles,
from Bahucharaji in
Mehsana district. The tem-
ple of the Hindu goddess
Bahuchara attracts a large
number of devotees and is a
major pilgrimage centre.
The yatra launched from
the temple town will con-
clude at Mandvi in Kutch on
October 20. Several Union
ministers and BJP leaders
from Gujarat will join the
yatra at different locations.
"It is not the 'Gaurav Yatra'

of BJP or Gujarat but the
one to establish India's
pride. This yatra is the story
of a journey from Gujarat
to India," Nadda said.

He used the analogy of
planting trees of babool
(thorny acacia) and man-
goes to take a swipe at
Congress. "Like what
(Union Minister
Parshottam) Rupalaji told
you, there used to be a jun-
gle of babool here. If a party
plants babool then you will
get babool only. If they plant
babool, how will you get
mangoes? They were people
who planted babool. What
else did Congress do year
after year?" he asked the 
audience.

Chandigarh, Oct 12 (PTI): 

The Punjab and
Haryana High Court on
Wednesday quashed two
separate FIRs registered
against former AAP
leader Kumar Vishwas
and BJP's Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga by the
Punjab Police over their
statements against AAP
convenor Arvind
Kejriwal.

Giving a clean chit to
the two leaders, the court
observed that there cannot
be any democracy without
the freedom of choice and
free speech. Justice Anoop
Chitkara said that the
court's non-interference in
Vishwas' case would result
in a miscarriage of justice,

while the continuation of
criminal proceedings
against Bagga shall
amount to an abuse of the
process of law.

The judge invoked
Section 482 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure,
which preserves the in-
herent powers of the High
Court to prevent abuse of
the process of any court
or to secure the ends of
justice, and issued two
separate orders to quash
the FIRs that were regis-
tered in April.

Vishwas, who is a well-
known poet too, was
booked by the Rupnagar
police in Punjab over his
"inflammatory state-
ments" against Kejriwal
while Bagga was booked

on the charges of making
provocative statements,
promoting enmity and
criminal intimidation fol-
lowing a protest outside
the Delhi residence of the
Aam Aadmi Party conven-
er for his remarks on the
film 'Kashmir Files.
Reacting to the order,
Bagga said that it was a
"big slap" for Arvind
Kejriwal.

The judge in his order
in the case of Vishwas
said, "In the facts and cir-
cumstances peculiar to
this case, the court's non-
interference would result
in a miscarriage of jus-
tice, and thus, the court
invokes the inherent ju-
risdiction under section
482 CrPC and quashes

the FIR and all subse-
quent proceedings qua
the petitioner."

In the Bagga case, the
judge said, " in the pecu-
liar facts and circum-
stances, it is a fit case
where the continuation of
criminal proceedings
shall amount to an abuse
of the process of law, and
the Court invokes its in-
herent jurisdiction under
section 482 CrPC and
quashes the FIR and all
subsequent proceedings."

Vishwas was accused of
leveling imputations
about the involvement of
Kejriwal with certain ne-
farious and anti-social ele-
ments in an interview
ahead of the state assem-
bly polls.
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̈ It’s to establish
India’s pride

People sit around a temporary kitchen during an event on 'Homeless Day' organised
by Delhi government, at Sarai Kale Khan night shelter in New Delhi.

HOMELESS DAYHC quashes FIRs against Kumar
Vishwas, Tajinder Pal Bagga

BJP chief Nadda launches
Gujarat ‘Gaurav Yatra’

Two stolen
idols traced to
US museum

CChheennnnaaii,,  OOcctt  1122  ((PPTTII)):: The
Tamil Nadu Idol Wing CID
has traced two idols stolen
from the State to a museum
in the US and submitted doc-
uments seeking their return
to the country, police said on
Wednesday. The two antique
idols of Yoganarasimha and
Ganesha belonging to Sri
Venugopala Swamy temple,
Alathur, Thiruvarur district,
were traced to the Nelson-
Atkins Museums, Kansas
City, Missouri, USA. They
were stolen from the temple
about 50 years ago and re-
placed with fake images, the
Idol Wing claimed. "Based
on the findings of our investi-
gation, we have submitted
papers proving our owner-
ship of the idols to the gov-
ernment for onward trans-
mission to the USA for repa-
triation of the same to Tamil
Nadu," Idol Wing DGP K
Jayanth Murali said.

TN Idol Wing
stakes claim

Bihar CM appeals to Centre,
Naga groups for early solution

to vexed political issue
DDiimmaappuurr,,  OOcctt  1122  ((PPTTII)):: Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
who was here to attend a pro-
gramme on Jayaprakash
Narayan's 120th birth anniver-
sary, appealed to the Centre and
Naga groups to find a solution to
the age-old vexed political issue
at the earliest. Kumar gave as-
surance that he would do all that
was possible on his part to sup-
port the cause. Jaya Prakash
Narayan, or JP as he is popularly
known as, had spent three years
in the 1960s in the Northeastern
state on Nagaland, where he is
still revered by locals.
Addressing people during a
function at the DDSC Stadium
here on Tuesday, organised by
All Nagaland Bihari, Kumar
lamented that the political issue,
despite several rounds of talks
and negotiations over the years,
hasn't been resolved.

An idol of Ganesha, allegedly
belonging to Sri Venugopala
Swamy temple, Alathur,
Thiruvarur district, were traced
to the Nelson-Atkins Museums,
Kansas City, Missouri, USA by
Tamil Nadu Idol Wing CID.



New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

Congress presidential
candidate Shashi Tharoor
on Wednesday asserted
that if he becomes the
AICC chief, he would fully
implement the party's ex-
isting constitution which
requires CWC elections
and revival of the parlia-
mentary board that has
been dormant for a quar-
ter-century.

In an interview with
PTI, Tharoor also said the
Congress must decen-
tralise authority and truly
empower the grassroots of-
fice-bearers of the party.

The Lok Sabha MP from
Thiruvananthapuram
said he would fully imple-
ment the Udaipur
Declaration which was
unanimously agreed at the
party's Chintan Shivir ear-

lier this year. Asked about
his plans for the party if
he wins the electoral con-
test against Mallikarjun
Kharge for the top post,
the former Union minister
said, "I think an important
first step would be to call
for elections to the
Working Committee to
spread our inner-party
democracy even further."

"I am going to imple-
ment fully the existing
Constitution, which re-
quires CWC elections and

the revival of the parlia-
mentary board that has
been dormant for a quar-
ter-century, and the
Udaipur Declaration
which was unanimously
agreed," Tharoor said.

The holding of the
Congress Working
Committee elections and
the revival of the parlia-
mentary board were
among the key demands of
the group of 23 leaders, in-
cluding Tharoor, who
wrote to party chief Sonia
Gandhi in 2020 seeking
large scale organisational
reforms.

At the Shivir, the
Congress had adopted the
Udaipur Declaration
which included wide-rang-
ing organisational re-
forms to make the party
battle-ready for the next
round of assembly and

Lok Sabha polls, including
wider representation to
those under 50 years of
age and enforcing 'one per-
son, one post' and 'one fam-
ily, one ticket' rules with
riders.

Tharoor said that as he
has pointed out in his
manifesto that the
Congress must empower
the party in the states by
giving real authority to the
Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) presi-
dents, block, mandal and
booth presidents.

"We must decentralise
authority and truly em-
power the grassroots of-
fice-bearers of the party.
Our PCC delegates, for in-
stance, have literally had
no role for the last 22 years
but to vote in the coming
election on October 17th!"
the 66-year-old leader said.

Mig 29K crashes
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A MiG 29K
fighter jet of the Indian
Navy crashed off the Goa
coast on Wednesday
morning after developing
a technical malfunction.
The pilot ejected safely,
the Navy said. The naval
headquarters has
ordered a Board of
Inquiry (BoI) into the
incident. "A MiG 29K on a
routine sortie over sea
off Goa developed a tech-
nical malfunction while
returning to base. 

Slender loris 
CChheennnnaaii:: Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has notified the
country's first Kadavur
slender loris sanctuary
covering 11,806 hectares
in Karur and Dindigul dis-
tricts of the State, Chief
Minister M K Stalin
informed on Wednesday.
Slender lorises are small
nocturnal mammals and
are arboreal in nature, as
they spend most of their
life on trees. The species,
listed as endangered as
per the International
Union for the
Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), acts as a biologi-
cal predator to pests of
agricultural crops and
benefits farmers. 

Flying lanterns 
MMuummbbaaii:: The use and sale
of flying lanterns in
Mumbai will be prohibited
for 30 days beginning
October 16, as per an
official order. The ban on
the use, sale and storage
of flying lanterns, also
called Chinese lanterns
will be in force till
November 14. A police
official said on
Wednesday the use of sky
lanterns may cause dan-
ger to human life and
safety due to "the situa-
tion prevailing in areas
under the control of
Mumbai Police".

BRIEF

A women shows her hands adorned
with 'mehndi' on the eve of Karwa

Chauth festival, in Gurugram,
Wednesday.
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Raipur, Oct 12: 

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday hit out at
the Centre over the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) conducting searches
at several locations in the
Congress-ruled state and
said probe agencies should
not be misused for politi-
cal mileage or to defame
the state government, its
officials and politicians.

Talking to reporters in
Raipur, Baghel sought to
know why the anti-money

laundering agency has not
revealed details of recov-
ery made during its action
in the state.

According to sources,
the ED has seized about Rs
4 crore worth of cash and
jewellery during searches
at several locations linked
to government officers

and businessmen in
Chhattisgarh in connec-
tion with a money laun-
dering case.

The central agency has
been conducting raids in
the state capital Raipur,
Raigarh, Mahasamund,
Korba and other districts
since Tuesday.

The searches covered
premises of three Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officers, including a
district collector, business-
men, including Suryakant
Tiwari, and politicians of
the ruling party, including
former MLA and chair-
man of state's seeds devel-
opment corporation Agni
Chandrakar, the sources

said. Asked about the re-
covery reportedly made by
the central agency during
the searches, Baghel said,
"Have they (ED) given any
press release about recov-
ery? Whether they have
seized it from officers or
businessmen? They
should inform whatever
they have seized from
every single officer. Why
an attempt is being made
to defame (officials and
politicians from the state).
If they have recovered
anything they should
make it public."

The Congress leader
said probe agencies should
not be used for political
purposes.

Kochi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

Mohammed Shafi, the
prime accused in the human
sacrifice case in which two
women were allegedly mur-
dered in a house at
Elanthoor in
Pathanamthitta District, is a
pervert and the mastermind,
police said on Wednesday.

A history-sheeter, Shafi
had used the irrational fear
of the accused couple for
black magic and created a
pretext for human sacrifice
to settle their financial issues
and bring prosperity in their
life, Ernakulam City police
commissioner, C Nagaraju
said. A local court here today
remanded the trio to 14 days'
judicial custody after the po-
lice team produced them be-
fore it with a detailed re-
mand report on the manner

of gruesome murder. On
Tuesday, police arrested the
trio -- Bhagaval Singh and
his wife Laila and their asso-
ciate Muhammad Shafi - for
allegedly killing the women.

The case pertains to the
missing cases of one Padma
and Roslin who disappeared
on two different dates from
Elamkulam and Chalakudy
respectively. Nagaraju said

the crime came to light dur-
ing a probe to find Padma
who went missing on
September 26 from
Elamkulam near here. At a
press meet, the police official
said Shafi was initially reluc-
tant to cooperate with the po-
lice, but when confronted
with various pieces of evi-
dence including the state-
ment of the accused couple,
he broke down.

Later, the details of
Roslin's death also came out.
She went missing in June, he
said. "All we had was a
CCTV visual of a lady get-
ting in a car with Shafi.
Nothing else. Police team
took the scientific route,
traced them to the house at
Elanthoor, questioned the
couple and the whole inci-
dent unfolded," Nagaraju
said.

New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

The Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has ap-
proved the payment of
productivity linked bonus
(PLB) to railway employ-
ees for the financial year
2021-22, Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur said on
Wednesday.

Payment of PLB to eligi-
ble railway employees is
made each year before the
dussehra/puja holidays.
This year too, PLB amount

equivalent to 78 days
wages has been paid to
about 11.27 lakh non-
gazetted Railway employ-
ees. The maximum
amount payable per eligi-
ble railway employee is Rs
17,951 for 78 days.

The above amount has
been paid to various cate-
gories, including track
maintainers, drivers and
guards, station masters,
supervisors, technicians,
technician helpers, con-
trollers, pointsmen, minis-
terial staff and other
group C' staff.

New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said on
Wednesday it is aware of the
"Lakshman Rekha'' on judicial
review of government policy
decisions but will have to
examine the 2016 demonetisa-
tion decision to decide
whether the issue has become
a mere "academic" exercise.
A five-judge bench headed by
Justice S A Nazeer said when
an issue arises before a con-
stitution bench, it is its duty
to answer.
Attorney General R
Venkataramani submitted that
unless the Act on demonetisa-

tion is challenged in a proper
perspective, the issue will
essentially remain academic.
The High Denomination Bank
Notes (Demonetisation) Act
was passed in 1978 to provide
in public interest for demon-
etisation of certain high
denomination bank notes in
order to check illicit transfer
of money harmful to the econ-
omy which such currency
notes facilitate.
The top court said in order to
declare whether the exercise
is academic or infructuous, it
needs to examine the matter
since both sides are not
agreeable.

Hyderabad, Oct. 12 (PTI): 

The Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA)
has approved the demerg-
er of NMDC Steel, a three-
million tone steel plant in
Chhattisgarh, from NMDC
Ltd, the iron ore miner
said.

"This is to inform you
that the Company is in re-
ceipt t of the MCA Order
dated 06.10.2022 received
on 11.10.2022 sanctioning
the Scheme, and the same
is annexed to this letter.
Request you to kindly take
the same on record and

oblige," NMDC said in a
communication to BSE on
Tuesday night.

The Company is in the
process of complying with
the requirements as envis-
aged in the MCA Order
and the observation letters
received from Bombay,
Calcutta and National
Stock Exchanges, NMDC
said.

NMDC is in the process
of demerging its three-mil-
lion Greenfield steel plant
it built at Nagarnar in
Chhattisgarh with an in-
vestment outlay of over Rs
20,000 crore.

New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI): 

The Interpol has sent
back India's request seek-
ing a Red Notice against
founder of pro-khalistan
group Sikhs for Justice,
Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, with a set of
queries, officials said
Wednesday.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation, which is
the national central bu-
reau of India to liaison
with the Interpol, had
sent the request of
National Investigation
Agency seeking Red
Notice against Pannun
but it was returned with
further queries, they said.

Fringe organisation
SFJ, run by a few radical
Sikhs of foreign national-
ity in the US, Canada, the
UK, etc, was declared un-
lawful under the provi-
sions of Section 3(1) of
the Unlawful Activities

(Prevention) Act, 1967.
The Centre by its July

10, 2019 notification had
declared SFJ unlawful as-
sociation and had banned
it for five years, saying
the group's primary ob-
jective was to establish an
"independent and sover-
eign country" in Punjab
and it openly espouses
the cause of Khalistan
and in that process, chal-
lenges the sovereignty
and territorial integrity
of India.

This was later upheld
by a Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act tribunal
headed by Delhi High
Court Chief Justice D N
Patel.

Multiple agencies have
filed cases against Pannun
who has been declared as
an "individual terrorist"
under the fourth schedule
of UAPA (Unlawful
Activities Prevention
Amendment Act).

Raigarh, Oct 12 (PTI): 

A 32-year-old Kabaddi
player was critically in-
jured during a match in
Raigarh district of
Chhattisgarh and died
later, an official said on
Wednesday.

The incident occurred
in Bhalumaar area under
the Gharghoda police sta-
tion limits on Tuesday
evening, said Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Rohit Singh.

The player, Thandaram
Malakar, suffered critical
injuries and fell uncon-
scious during a Kabaddi
match that was played
under the aegis of
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics, an event hosted
by the state government,
he said. Malakar was
rushed to Gharghoda
Community Health
Center. He succumbed to
his injuries while being
taken to the Raigarh dis-
trict hospital.

Interpol sends back India’s
red notice request against

SFJ founder Pannun

Kabaddi player
suffers critical
injuries during

match, dies later

Will call for CWC elections if
elected Congress chief: Tharoor

Baghel hits out at Centre over
ED searches in Chh’garh

̈ CM seeks details 
of recovery

‘Pervert used baseless fear 
of couple for human sacrifice’

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

Laila, one of the accused in
the Elanthoor 'human sacri-
fice' case, being produced at
court, in Kochi, Wednesday.

MCA approves demerger of NMDC 
steel plant in Chhattisgarh from NMDC

Aware of ‘Lakshman Rekha’ but
will examine demonetisation: SC

Cabinet approves payment of productivity
linked bonus to railway employees

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved amendments
to the Multi-State Cooperative
Societies Act to bring transparency
in the sector and reform the elec-
toral process. The Union Cabinet
has approved the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies (Amendment)
Bill, 2022, which seeks to amend the
Multi-State Cooperative Societies
Act, 2002, I&B Minister Anurag
Thakur told reporters here after the
Cabinet meeting.

Amendments in 
Multi-State Cooperative

Societies Act to bring
transparency

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1122:: On
W e d n e s d a y ,
C o l l e c t o r
P u s h p e n d r a
Kumar Meena in-
spected the con-
struction works
from Pulgaon
Square to Nehru
Nagar Square.
He instructed
the engineers of
various depart-
ments to examine the blue-
print before constructing the
roads and drains so that the
existing pipeline network is
not disturbed or damaged
during the constructions. He
said that the drains should be
constructed in such a way that
the water distribution pipeline

network is not disturbed. At
Pulgaon Square, he asked the
officials to relocate the statue
of Mini Mata on the roadside
to ensure smooth traffic
movement after the road
widening. He further asked
the officials to plant trees on
both sides of the road.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12: Bhilai
Truck Trailer Transport
Association (BTTTA) pro-
vided monetary assistance
of Rs 25000 for the marriage
of a girl. It needs to be men-
tioned here that on the occa-
sion of the third death an-
niversary of BTTTA's first
President and renowned
philanthropist Late Bira
Singh, the association had
announced to provide mon-
etary assistance of Rs
25000/- on girl's marriage in
the families of Drivers,
Helpers, Mechanics,

Supervisors and Lifters. In
this sequel, the association
provided assistance to the
first beneficiary on
Wednesday. Association's
Patron Achaljit Bhatia,
President Inderjit Singh

(Chhotu Bhaiya) and mem-
bers handed over Rs 25000
cash to Shaba Khatoon,
younger sister of driver
Dilshad Khan at the Union
Office in Khursipar. Malkit
Singh, Anil Chaudhary,

Dilip Khatwani, Sandeep
Singh, Gurmukh Singh,
Joga Rao, Satbir Singh,
Gokul Sharma, Shahnawaz
Khan, Satendra Sharma,
Nirmal Singh and other
members were present.

Mithilesh Mishra 

Bhilai: Shanti Nagar res-
ident Mithilesh Mishra,
wife of Late Vijay Mishra
left for heavenly abode on
Tuesday. She was posted
as a teacher in govern-
ment school, Boregaon,
Nankatti. Funeral pro-
cession will be taken out
from her residence situ-
ated at 865, street 13,
Shanti Nagar on October
13 around 13:30 hrs and
last rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She is sur-
vived by sons - Sagar
Mishra and Varun
Mishra.

OBITUARY

Mini Mata’s statue to be
relocated on roadside

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1122::  Komaljeet Kaur
has won a gold medal in
BasketBall (U-17) girl's category
of the 22nd State Level Games
2022-23 which was organised
during October 01 to 04 in Raipur.
She is a student of Class 10th at
Gurunanak English Senior
Secondary School (GNESSS),
Sector 6. On this achievement,
GNESSS Chairman Sardar Tara
Singh has extended blessings

and greetings to Komaljeet. Guru
Singh Sabha Sector 6 President
Sardar Kulwant Singh, Sardar
Manjeet Singh, Sardar Gurudev
Singh, Sardar PP Singh
Ahluwalia, Sardar GS Flora,
Sardar Jasbir Singh, Sardar
Baljeet Singh, School Education
Committee office bearers Sardar
Harmeet Singh, Sardar Baldev
Singh, Sardar Amardeep Singh,
Sardar Manjinder Singh and
Principal Mona Singh wished her
a bright future.

Komaldeep Kaur wins gold medal 

Durg to get its first electric crematorium at Ramnagar Muktidham 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12: The first
electric crematorium of
Durg district has been com-
pleted at Ramnagar
Muktidham. Bhilai Mayor
Neeraj Pal and Municipal
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
jointly on Wednesday
reached the electric crema-
torium site in Muktidham
and took detailed informa-
tion about the status.

A room along with the
shed has been constructed,
the process of machine in-
stallation has also been
completed. Transformers
too have been installed for
power supply. Here it needs
a mention that the entire
process of cremation in
electric crematorium
would take about an hour.

While it would take
about 30 minutes while the
mortal remain turn into
ashes another half an hour

would be required to collect
the bones and the ashes.
Therefore, in about an hour
the process of cremation
and collection of the re-
mains will be completed.

This electric crematori-
um is also very useful
from the environmental
point of view as logs
would not be required for
the process of cremation.
In a day around 8 to 10 cre-
mations can be done in 10
hours. This process would

prove to be even more use-
ful during rainy season.

About 52 lakh rupees
have been spent in the
construction work of elec-
tric crematorium. An
agency will be appointed
to take care of the opera-
tion and maintenance
part. The agency will
work for 2 years and
would also train the em-
ployees on how to use the
crematorium.

In a way, it will be a mod-

ern electric crematorium
which will be the first of
its kind in Bhilai area. It
was during the Covid pan-
demic at its peak that a
large number of deaths oc-
curred resulting in rush at
Muktidham. It was then
that decision was tkane to
install an electric cremato-
rium in this Muktidham.

Now it has been com-
pleted and will be started
soon. During this visit oth-
ers who accompanied
were Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Superintending
Engineer Deepak Joshi,
Zone Commissioner Pooja
Pillay, Executive Engineer
Kuldeep Gupta, Health
Officer Dharmendra
Mishra, Assistant
Engineer Arvind Sharma,
Mayor's personal secre-
tary Wasim Khan, Deputy
Engineers Arpit Banjare
and Basant Sahu.
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Bhilai, Oct 12: A 5-mem-
ber team of International
Naturopathy Organisation
(INO) Chhattisgarh accord-
ed a warm welcome to Dr
Biswaroop Roy Chowdhury
(BRC) at Nehru House of
Culture, Sector 1. Manoj
Thackeray, Dr Laxprad,
Neeta Chaurasia, Dr Neeta
Gupta and Kishore Kanojia
were present.

Dr Biswaroop Roy
Chowdhary is a renowned
medical nutritionist who
has millions of followers

on youtube and facebook.
In 2017, he had explained a
DIP diet plan to reverse dia-
betes disease. After getting
benefits, millions of people
are following him. In the
Corona period, he treated
more than 5 lakh people
without medicine.

Documentation of 50000
patients has been submit-
ted to the Ministry of
AYUSH, Government of
India. On Sunday, he con-
ducted a seminar at Nehru
house of Culture which
was attended by more than
1200 people.

He explained three types
of balances to cure the dis-
eases completely. He spoke
about the measures to cor-
rect the electric balance,
mechanical balance and
mineral balance of the pa-
tient's body. He explained
the naturopathic way of
conducting dialysis for the
patients suffering from kid-
ney disorders.

He used Ayurveda and
Naturopathy as the basis
for all his experiments. All
the remedies mentioned by
him are available on
Youtube.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12: The first,
third and fifth semester
theory examinations for
colleges under Hemchand
Yadav University Durg are
being proposed to be start-
ed from the third week of
December.

Giving this information,
the Deputy Registrar of
Examinations, Dr
Rajamani Patel explained
that soon the examination
department of the univer-
sity would issue a detailed
notification in this regard.
According to Dr Patel, in
the first week of
November, all the students
who are appearing in
these semester examina-
tions offline will be able to

fill the online examination
application form. Exact
date of the same would be
announced separately.

According to Dr Patel,
the semester practical ex-
aminations will be held in
the first week of
December before the theo-
ry examinations. After
this the ATKT examina-
tions of different semester
classes will be conducted.

After the completion of
the ATKT exam, the main
theory exam of the semes-
ter will be conducted. The
Vice Chancellor, Dr Palta
held a meeting of the prin-
cipals of B Ed colleges and
discussed the date for the
date for the conduct of the
B Ed first and third semes-
ter examinations.

Dr Patel informed that
the university is sending
information to all the prin-
cipals that they should

compulsorily complete the
practical and theoretical
courses of the students by
November 25, if needed by
taking additional classes
for completion of syllabus.

Dr Patel informed that
for the newly admitted stu-
dents of all undergradu-
ate/postgraduate first
year/semester of the aca-
demic session 2022-23 of
the university, the enroll-
ment application form will
be available online on the
prescribed fee of 150/-
from 01 October to 15
October 2022.

Enrollment fee can be
deposited through ATM /
Debit Card / Credit Card /
Internet Banking / UPI.
The hard copy of the on-
line enrollment applica-
tion will be accepted by
the student in the respec-
tive college till October 17.
October 19 has been fixed

as the last date by the col-
lege for submitting the
duly filled in enrollment
applications of all the stu-
dents substantiated by the
necessary documents.

It is mandatory for the
students who have passed
from the board or univer-
sity outside Chhattisgarh
to pay an immigration fee
of Rs 300. Those students
who have passed CBSE
board, who have passed
12th examination from
any school in
Chhattisgarh, are not re-
quired to pay immigration
fee.

Such students of the sec-
ond or third year of gradu-
ation, who had previously
appeared as a non-college
student and have taken ad-
mission this year as a reg-
ular student, will also have
to fill the online enroll-
ment application form.

Preparations begin for
paddy procurement

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12:
Preparations have begun
for paddy procurement in
the district. Paddy procure-
ment will begin from
November 01. On
Wednesday, training was
given to the managers of 94
procurement centers.
Jawahar Verma, Chairman,
District Co-operative Bank
was also present.

Verma asked the com-
mittee managers to take
care of all possible facili-
ties of the farmers, so that
they need not have to wait

for long. The token should
be distributed on time,
along with the basic
arrangement like drinking
water in the procurement
center should be ensured.

He said that all possible
assistance would be pro-
vided by the government
to the committee man-
agers for better procure-
ment of paddy. He said that
the task of providing
gunny bags to the commit-
tees and the responsibility
of transportation would be
done on top priority. Food
Controller Dipankar said
that in the past also, com-

mittee managers have
done a good job in Durg
district. He urged them to
take full care of the con-
venience of the farmers
and deal with the purchas-
es well.

Deputy Registrar
Cooperatives Awadhesh
Mishra said that all
arrangements should be
made for the purchase of
paddy as per the rules of
the committee. On this oc-
casion, Hridesh Sharma
from District Co-operative
Bank and Bhowmik
Baghel, DMO were also
present.

Collector gives instructions to 
improve facilities at CCM Hospital 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 12: Three
buses will be operated to fa-
cilitate the patients to
reach CCM Hospital in
Kachandur. These buses
will be ply on such routes
that maximum number of
people can be benefited.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena gave these
instructions during a meet-
ing of the officials at CCM
Hospital.

The Collector said work-
ing has to be done in the di-
rection of increasing the
footfall at OPDs of the hos-
pital. Mitanin will also
work to provide maximum
facilities to the surround-
ing villages through the
hospital.

Cluster wise Mitanin
will coordinate to take the
patients to the hospital.
Dean PK Patra, Nodal
Officer Padmini Bhoi and
other officials were present

in the meeting. In the meet-
ing, the Collector discussed
the necessary facilities
with the hospital manage-
ment and doctors.

Doctors stated that there
is a need to expand the
range of medicines in the
hospital. On this, the
Collector gave instructions
to the management to make

more medicines available.
Along with this, he asked
the officers to continuously
monitor the availability of
all the medicines.

The Collector said that
they have to focus on four
OTs including
O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,
Gynaecology and
Emergency. He asked the of-

ficials to make him aware
about the need of manpow-
er and resources so that
arrangements can be made.
Along with this, a complete
system of equipment like
X-ray, sonography should
be maintained so that the
patients can get the best
treatment.

It was informed in the

meeting that some vil-
lagers have to travel long
distances as there is no en-
trance for the hospital from
the back side. The Collector
instructed the officials to
open the way in the rear
end of the campus so that
the patients do not face any
kind of problem.

He said that people
should also be made aware
about the facilities avail-
able in the hospital. Wide
publicity should be con-
ducted about the facilities.
The Collector also gave in-
structions on the necessary
facilities in the college.

He said that the campus
should be very beautiful
and clean. The students
should not face any prob-
lem. Along with this, com-
plete arrangements should
also be made for their
sports activities. For this,
he instructed them to build
volleyball and badminton
courts.
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Training given to the managers of 94 procurement centers

Semester examinations proposed
from third week of December

p Hemchand Yadav
University Durg 

INO welcomes BRC in Bhilai Padmini
appointed

Nodal Officer

Bhilai, Oct 12: For en-
suring smooth and af-
fective conduct of ad-
ministrative works,
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena has ap-
pointed Upper
Collector Padmini Bhoi
as Nodal Officer of
District Trade and
Industries Centre as
well as Suposhan
Abhiyaan of Women
and Child Development
Department.

Padmini Bhoi

Earlier in the morning, Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal
and Municipal Commissioner Rohit Vyas also in-
spected the pond located near Ramnagar
Muktidham. The pond spread over an area of
about 21 acres is to be beautified as per the unani-
mous decision passed by the MiC. The beautifica-
tion work of ponds in the city has already been ini-
tiated. The pond located at Ramnagar Muktidham
is divided into two parts because of the pathway
almost in the middle. Efforts are on to give a natu-
ral look to the pond. The pond will have ample re-
sources for recreation and enjoyment and will be
the main attraction for the city. This pond is big-
ger in size to other ponds, due to which there is
immense possibilities of beautification. This pond
will be rejuvenated at a cost of Rs 2.5 crores. It is

noteworthy that Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel had announced an amount to beautify the ponds, which is being
implemented expeditiously. The Mayor has given instructions to complete the departmental processes for this at
the earliest. Amenities for people in pond beautification include walkway, attractive plants, post lamp, garden
chair for sitting, gazebo, flower pot, landscaping, wall fountain, fencing for safe surrounds, grand attractive gate,
high mask light for illumination of the entire area, paver-blocked pathway, toilet facilities, construction of ghat in
view of Chhath festival, facility of changing rooms, park for children's play etc. will be available.  The Mayor and
the Commissioner, during their joint inspection also inspected the Sanjay Nagar Pond and ground and Sheetla
Pond in Supela. Better planning is also being done regarding the beautification of Sanjay Nagar pond, while the
work of Sheetla pond of Supela is also towards the final stage. Additional Commissioner Ashok Dwivedi,
Superintending Engineer Deepak Joshi, Zone Commissioner Pooja Pillay and Manish Gaikwad, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra, Executive Engineer Kuldeep Gupta, Assistant Engineer Arvind Sharma, Mayor's personal sec-
retary Wasim Khan and Deputy Engineer Arpit Banjare were present during the inspection. 

Muktidham pond also to get facelift  

BTTTA provides monetary 
assistance for girl’s marriage



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13,  2022

‘PROG ON KARVA CHAUTH’

Variety of programmes including Ramp-walk and other competitions were organised by the members of Jaycees
Vama Capital as part of ‘pre-Karva-Chauth’ festivity in a private hotel here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Oct 12: 

Chhattisgarh is the
sixth state in India, where
the applicant can apply in
all three levels (Public
Information Officer, First
Appellate Officer and
Second Appeal) under on-
line process. Right to
Information makes ad-
ministration transparent
and accountable and
aware citizens can get in-
formation from gover-
nance and administra-
tion. An online web portal
(rtionline.cg.gov.in) has
been prepared by the
Government of
Chhattisgarh for the State
Information Commission,
which was launched on
Wednesday by the Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain
at the click of a computer
button. The online web
portal (rtionline.cg.gov.in)
was launched at the State
Information Commission
office. State Information

Commissioner Ashok
Agrawal, Manoj Trivedi,
Dhanvendra Jaiswal,
Former State Information
Commissioner, Mohan
Rao Pawar, Secretary
General Administration
Department, DD Singh
and Secretary State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner, Anand
Masih were present on
the occasion. Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain
suggested that on this oc-
casion, online web portal
should be made in Hindi

so that people who are less
educated in the matter of
computer can use it easily.
The benefits of which can
be availed to the maxi-
mum number of common
citizens. He suggested
that in order to make the
Right to Information
more effective, the Public
Relations Department
and the Commission
should together make
short videos in the local
language of Chhattisgarh
and tell the entire process
of online web portal, so

that common citizens can
take maximum benefit of
this portal. Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner MK Raut
said that under the Right
to Information Act, 2005,
the Commission is con-
stantly trying to provide
new facilities to the appli-
cants, under which the
online web portal was
launched on Wednesday.
He said that applicants,
Public Information
Officer/First Appellate
Officer and Second
Appeal can send applica-
tions online. It is impor-
tant that the required fee
under this Act can also be
deposited online.

This online web portal
will be operational 24X7
days. On the occasion of
the launch of the online
web portal of the State
Information Commission,
the officers, employees
and representatives of the
media were present.

CS Jain inaugurates online portal
of the Information Commission

Right to Information makes administration transparent and accountable

Raipur, Oct 12:

Two state government
employees were nabbed
red-handed by ACB accept-
ing bribe of Rs 40000 here
for release of Pension and
GPF amount of the com-
plainant here on
Wednesday. This include a
Asst. Grade-1 and Asst.
Grade-2 working in the of-
fice of Dy. Director
Veterinary department in
District Mahasamund.
They have demanded the
amount for withdrawal of
pension and GPF that of
the applicant. As per infor-
mation in this regard, as

per instruction from the
Director EOW/ ACB
Raipur Arif H Shekh and
under leadership of SP
EOW/ACB Pankaj
Chandra, Amruta Sori
Dhruv- Addl. SP, the ACB
Raipur team nabbed Asst.
Grade-1 employees Sarita
Tripathi and Asst. Grade-2
employee Umashankar
Gupta working in the of-
fice of Dy. Director

Veterinary Department
District Mahasamund.

The complainant has
filed a  complaint in ACB
office Raipur that on his
retirement, he wanted to
withdraw his pension and
GPF amount and for
which he approached the
above two officers from
the office of Dy. Director
Veterinary department.
Both of them had raised a

demand of Rs 40000 as
bribe and for this he had
already paid Rs 57000 earli-
er as bribe. But for the re-
lease of second install-
ment, both above negotiat-
ed it for Rs 40000. On con-
firmation of the com-
plaint, the complainant
took the amount of Rs
40000 on Oct 12 to above
two employees in the office
of Dy. Director Veterinary
deptt. The complainant
was accompanied with the
ACB sleuths and both the
above clerks were nabbed
red-handed while accept-
ing the bribe of Rs 40000. A
case  under section 7 (K) 12
of Prevention of
Corruption Act 1988 was
filed against the two and
matter was taken for legal
action and both were pro-
duced in the Court.

ACB nabs two employees red-handed
accepting bribe of Rs 40000

 From the complainant
demanding release 
of his pension 
and GPF amount

Raipur, Oct 12: 

Mayor Ejaz Dhebar con-
ducted a review meeting
with the officers of RMC
on development works and
held talks regarding
‘Amrut Mission’, ‘water
supply ‘ and road con-
struction and mainte-
nance work. Apart from
this Mayor gave strict in-
structions to recover
penalty and expenditure
from the person or institu-
tion responsible for dig-
ging of roads.

Holding the review
meeting at RMC’s head of-
fice, Mayor expressed an-
noyance over frequent dig-
ging of roads in the city
and gave instructions to
the officials to hold meet-

ing with all the concerned
departments about laying
of pipelines or cables or
construction of drains and
it is on completion of
these works that the road
construction work be
taken at the end. After its
completion if there is any
digging work on the tarred
road, then required expen-
diture and penalty be re-
covered from the con-
cerned person or institu-
tion.

Recover expenditure for 
digging of tarred roads: Mayor
 Holds review meeting

with officials

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1122:: Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) Raipur cele-
brated its 13th Foundation Day on
October 11th after becoming a
stalwart in preparing ethical lead-
ers dedicated to business, com-
merce, and industry, and being
socially conscious of their role in
nation-building and promoting the
nation overseas. Over 1600 of its
alumni are making a significant
impact on the corporate world
globally in a variety of industries.
The event was graced by the pres-
ence of Chief Guest Shyamala
Gopinath, Chairperson BoG IIM
Raipur and Retd. Prof Sudip
Chaudhary from IIM Kolkata. The
students of IIM Raipur collaborat-
ed with the cultural club ‘RANG’ to
commemorate the day and honor
the people who lent a helping
hand in getting IIM Raipur to the
place it holds today. Pixel, the
Digital Media Club, staged a beau-
tiful video that portrayed the
memorable journey of the institute
and everything it has achieved
along the way.  Not only the stu-

dents but also the faculty and staff
contributed to the celebration
with melodious performances by
professors and a Chhattisgarh folk
dance by the guards of IIM Raipur.
To express gratitude, all faculty
members who’ve been in continu-
ous association of the institute
were granted with mementoes, as
well as some of the staff for their
service as the backbone of the
institute. Students of PGP 2021-23
batch were also felicitated for
their excellent performance in
academics. Shyamala Gopinath, in
her address, wished a wonderful
future for the institute with more
glory and excellence. She, along
with Dr. Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM Raipur, highlighted
the mission and vision of the insti-
tute and how it instills them in all
its students. The wonderful cele-
bration ended with the sweet note
of thanks by The Chief administra-
tive officer, (Retd.) Col. Harindra
Tripathi, who thanked the entire
crowd for all their contributions to
the institute.

IIM Raipur celebrates 
its 13th Foundation Day

Raipur, Oct 12:

Raipur Railway
Protection Police (RPF)
has nabbed two with 30 kg
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 2 lakh
from their possession. It is
on joining of new Railway
SP (IPS) Dharmendra
Singh Chavai that action
is being taken on such ele-
ments and drug smugglers
transporting goods
through trains.

According to railway po-
lice, RPF launched check-
ing in the platform of
Raipur Railway Station on
Wednesday and they found
two suspicious persons
standing and were carry-
ing ‘Ganja’ packed in two
bags. RPF team doubted
the material being carried
and inquired the two.

When seriously interro-
gated and they searched
their bags, they found 30
Kg ‘Ganja’ inside it and es-
timated to be around Rs 2
lakh.

Sources informed that
the main accused is Sunil
Tripathi S/o Motilal
Tripathi from Kausambi
district of UP and other is
Sarvesh Kumar Singh S/o

Bahudar Singh, R/o
Kausambi, (UP). Both
were nabbed with 30 kg
‘ganja’ being carried in a
trolley bag and were on
way to UP. Both were in-
volved in ‘ganja’ smug-
gling earlier also. It is no-
table here that Railway SP
(IPS) Dharmendra Singh
Chavai has joined railway
police recently.

Two boys nabbed with 
5 Kg ‘Ganja’

Raipur: It was on tip
from an informer that
two young boys are
standing near New Bus
Stand in Bhatagaon and
are waiting to catch a
bus and are having big
suitcase with them. On
this the team of Cyber
Unit, Anti-crime and
Tikrapara police reached
the site and nabbed the
two as per the details
given and on interroga-
tion and checking of
suitcase, found 5 kg
‘Ganja’ inside it. A case
under section 20 B of
Narcotics Act was filed
against the two and it
was taken under investi-
gation.

Two nabbed with 30 Kg ‘Gnaja’ worth Rs 2 lakh
Were transporting it thru train to UP

Raipur, Oct 12: State
Forest and Climate
Change and Environment
Minister Mohammad
Akbar  participated in the
state level Eco Bal Mela or-
ganised by the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board and felicitated the
excellent eco clubs of the
state. Bharat Mata English
Medium School, Bilaspur
got the first prize e under
best eco club competition,
second prize was awarded
to Late. Shriram Sharma
(Mintu) Government
Higher Secondary School,
Dumartarai, Raipur and
3rd Prize was bagged by
B.S.P. Senior Secondary
School, Sector-7, Bhilai.
Today, on the last day of

the two-day Eco Children’s
Fair, Housing and
Environment Minister Mr.
Mohammad Akbar gave
away the award to the Eco
Club schools. Appreciating
this initiative of the chil-
dren, Akbar said that envi-
ronmental protection and
protection of nature is the
need of the hour. The par-
ticipation of all of us is
necessary in its conserva-
tion and promotion. Akbar
said that children are the

future of the country, if
this generation is deter-
mined to protect the envi-
ronment, then nothing can
be more important than
this to protect nature. We
all understand our respon-
sibility for environmental
protection and play an im-
portant part in its conser-
vation. Member Secretary
of the Board, R.P. Tiwari
while giving the welcome
address, explained in de-
tail about the formation

and activities of Eco Club
schools. Tiwari said that
in this program, children
of Eco Club from every
nook and corner of the
state participated in large
numbers. In the program,
Chhattisgarh Raj Geet and
Environment Geet by the
children of Divyang
College, Gedi dance by the
children of Ramkrishna
Ashram, Narayanpur and
attractive performance of
the band by the students of
Dumartarai School got
much appreciation.

People’s participation necessary 
in environmental protection: Akbar

 Bharat Mata, Bilaspur
got first prize and
Mintoo School,
Dumartarai bagged
second prize

Raipur, Oct 12: 

State Chief Information
Commissioner, M.K. Raut
said the main objective of
the “right to information”
is to make available every
information issued by the
government to the general
public. Citizens have the
right to get information
and in the meantime, if
there is an interruption,
then they can complain to
the “State Information
Commission”. There is
transparency between the
people and the govern-
ment and there is a ban on
corrupt people and work.
The public remains aware
by getting information

about each and every work
of the administration. A
new facility has been pro-
vided to the applicants
through the online web
portal. On the occasion of
the foundation day of
Right to Information Act
2005, Mr. Raut expressed
the above views in a work-
shop organised at

Chhattisgarh State
Information Commission
office on Wednesday,
October 12. Secretary,
General Administration

Department, DD Singh,
Secretary State
Information Commission,
Anand Masih were pres-
ent on the occasion. The
Chief Information
Commissioner said that
open form of information
about the working process
between the government
and the public is impor-

tant for the general public.
The general public can
keep information about
government documents
and can become aware of

the issues happening in
the society. State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner, Ashok
Agrawal said that one
more achievement has
been added in the history
of Chhattisgarh State
Information Commission.
With the portal being on-
line, access became easier

and quick action would
be taken along with sav-
ing the postage cost. He
said that money, time and
labour will be saved at
every stage. Agrawal said
that the important deci-
sions of the Commission
from 2005 to 2022 have
been compiled and pub-
lished, which will be ben-
eficial for the Public
Information Officer and
First Appellate Officer as
well as the applicants.
Manoj Trivedi said that
due to the commission’s
portal being online, the
functioning will improve
and the answer will be re-
ceived soon and disposal
of the case will be speed-
ed up. He said that hear-
ing of cases is becoming
convenient through video
conferencing and better
results are being ob-
tained.

Right to Information for benefit of public: Raut
 One day workshop

completed on 
the foundation day of
the Commission

Raipur, Oct 12: Sukanya
Samridhi Mahotsav is
being organized by the
Indian Postal Department
on the occasion of the 75th
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence. Under this,
accounts of three thou-
sand girl children up to the
age of 10 years have been
opened from September 15
till now  in 25 days. On
Monday, Raipur Postal
Division organized a pro-
gram under the Sukanya
Samridhi Yojana at Dr.
Ambedkar Cultural
Bhawan Gudhiyari.
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure also participated in
this. He handed over pass-
books to the mothers of
the girls. The Collector
said that it is mandatory to
open the accounts of all

the girls up to the age of 10
years. Wide publicity
should be given to this
scheme. By opening an ac-
count, the girl child can be
saved from future finan-
cial problems. The offi-
cials of the postal depart-
ment said that from
September 15, the camp is
being organised continu-
ously and widely publicity
is being done. The scheme
was started in the year

2015 under the ‘Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao’
scheme to protect the fu-
ture of the girl child and
save her. Under the
scheme, a maximum of Rs
1.50 lakh can be deposited
in a year. On this occasion,
new account holder girls
were also given passbooks
along with their mothers.
In addition, postal workers
who did excellent work
were also felicitated.

Postal department opens
accounts of 300 girls in 25 days
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Jaijaipur, Oct 12:

CM Baghel reaches
Kanshigarh village of
Jaijaipur assembly con-
stituency in Sakti district
under the ongoing ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat’ here on
Wednesday. CM Baghel
said that his government is
working to put money in
the pockets of people. Sakti
is a new district and there
is much work to be done
here. Members of women’s
group informed CM that
they want to engage in
more livelihood-oriented
activities. To which, Chief
Minister replied that we
are establishing Rural
Industrial Park to create
more such opportunities
and livelihood prospects in
villages. Initially, two parks
are being built in each
block, and this number will
be increased further in fu-

ture. A provision of Rs 600
crores has been made in
the budget for this purpose.
Chief Minister said that of-
ficials concerned have
been instructed to con-
struct ‘Gauthans’ in the vil-
lages. The government is
working continuously to
develop better employment
opportunities and improve
rural health. Until the sub-
health center is opened in

Kanshigarh, a Haat Bazar
clinic will be set up here,
said Chief Minister.
Revenue Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal, Bilaspur
Divisional Commissioner
Dr. Sanjay Alang, IG
Ratanlal Dangi, Sakti

District Collector Nupur
Rashi Panna along with
various public representa-
tives and localites wel-
comed Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel with
shawls, garlands and flow-
ers.

Govt establishing RIPAs to create
more job opportunities: CM

Makes several announcements for Jaijaipur Assembly

Announcements made
Construction of middle school building in village
Kashigarh
Construction of sub health center building in Kashigarh,
Datoud and Malni villages
Construction of Trauma Center at Community Health
Center Jaijaipur
Construction of agricultural warehouse building in
Jaijaipur
Construction of Veterinary Hospital building and its com-
pound in Jaijaipur
Construction of Anganwadi building in village Belkarri
Construction CC road from village Aklasara to Kekraghat
Construction of veterinary dispensary in village Pendri
and Kachanda
Construction of community hall in Mankadai temple com-
plex in village Bhothiya

Raipur, Oct 12: 

In order to increase envi-
ronmental awareness
among school children and
to motivate them for envi-
ronmental protection, a
two-day Eco Children’s
Fair organized by the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board was inaugurated on
Tuesday. Additional Chief
Secretary, Housing and
Environment Department
and Chairman,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board, Subrat Sahoo,
while addressing the func-
tion after inaugurating
this fair, said that school
children will have to come
forward in environmental

protection. Calling upon
the school children and
teachers present in the fair
today to take a pledge to
protect the environment,
he said that as a young gen-
eration, school children
have an important role to
play in protecting the envi-
ronment. Referring to the
dangers looming on the en-
vironment, Subrat Sahoo
said that at present the
earth and our life is going
through a difficult phase.
Conserving the environ-
ment while maintaining
the pace of development is

a big challenge, but with a
few precautions it is possi-
ble. Subrat Sahoo said that
we have to bring changes
in our habits and leave the
works which are harmful
to the environment. We
have to give the message of
protecting the environ-
ment with our behavior.
Member Secretary,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board, R.P. Tiwari throw-
ing light on the organiza-
tion of the two-day Eco
Children’s Fair, said that
this program is mainly

being done for environ-
mental public awareness.
The enthusiastic participa-
tion of the children of Eco
Club schools of all the dis-
tricts in today’s program is
showing that the children
are playing their impor-
tant role in the field of en-
vironment. Students of 03
Eco Clubs schools of all
the districts of the state
are participating in the
two-day Eco Children’s
Fair. In the exhibition or-
ganized here, educational
models focused on various
environmental topics have
been presented by these
students, in which the mes-
sage of protecting the envi-
ronment has been given by
showing the dangers on
the environment. Along
with this, various competi-
tions based on environ-
ment are also being organ-
ized. Subrat Sahoo also vis-
ited the exhibition of
school children prepared
by Environment
Protection Board.

School children play an important role
in environmental protection: Sahoo

 Addl CS,
Environment Sahu
inaugurated the
two-day Eco
Children’s Fair

Raipur, Oct 12: 

The Chief General
Manager of the country’s
largest bank, State Bank of
India (SBI), Bhopal
Division Binod Kumar
Mishra visited different
region of the state from
October 7th to October 9th.
On this occasion, he visit-
ed various offices and
branches, industries and
institutions of Kanker,
Jagdalpur, Lohandiguda,
Kondagaon and Raipur.
During his visit, he direct-
ed the employees of the
bank to promote customer
interaction activities to
provide good service to the
customers so that timely

service is provided as per
the requirement of the
customers. He distributed
loan sanction letters to the
beneficiaries and cus-
tomers of various govern-
ment schemes and self-
help groups and addressed
customer relations pro-
grammes.

He distributed sanitary
napkin vending machines
for the convenience of self-
help group women in vil-
lage Birkoni. In this im-

portant visit, he also felici-
tated Padma Shri
Dharampal Saini (social
worker) at Regional Office
Jagdalpur and Ms. Palak
Nag, silver medalist in in-
ternational competition in
martial arts, on behalf of
the bank. In this series,
under the social service
banking of the bank in the
premises of Maa
Danteshwari temple, for
the convenience of the
devotees, water cooler and

barcode facility was pro-
vided for online donation.

In the administrative of-
fice of the bank located in
Raipur, he donated an am-
bulance on behalf of his
bank under social service
banking to the city’s fa-
mous social service organ-
ization “Badte Kadam”
with the aim of providing
better service to the resi-
dents of Chhattisgarh
state in emergency. On this
occasion, he also planted a

tree in the office premises.
Thereafter, the staff mem-
bers for providing better
banking service to the cus-
tomers were felicitated
with certificates.

In this series, a cus-
tomer of the bank, who
had recently died in an ac-
cident and who had taken
Personal Accident
Insurance  of SBI General
Insurance, was presented
a cheque for the sum in-
sured of Rs 20 lakh to his
wife.

The customer’s family
appreciated this move of
the bank and in their ad-
dress said that every fami-
ly should have personal ac-
cident insurance. Neeraj
Prasad, General Manager,
Chhattisgarh Network of
the Bank and Rakesh
Kumar Yadav, Deputy
General Manager, Raipur
Module were specially
present on the occasion.

Promote customer interaction activities: Binod Kumar
 SBI, Bhopal 

Circle Chief
General Manager’s
visit to Raipur

Raipur, Oct 12: Director of
Health Services Bhim
Singh discussed about the
strengthening of health
services with international
and national organizations
and non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) work-
ing with the health depart-
ment in various health pro-
grams. He reviewed the
various works being done
in the field of health with
the participation of these
institutions and gave neces-
sary instructions to im-
prove them. Director of
National Health Mission
Mr. Bhoskar Vilas
Sandipan, Director,
Epidemic Control Dr.
Subhash Mishra, Joint
Director of Health
Department Dr. Surendra
Pambhoi and NGO Nodal
Officer Dr. Kamlesh Jain
were present in the meet-
ing. Representatives from

WHO, Zapigo, IPAS, UNDP,
USAD, Evidence Action,
CFR, Tata Trust, Parimal
Swasthya, Nutrition
International, Cure
International and other
NGOs also attended the
meeting. Director, Health
Services  Bhim Singh ap-
preciated the services pro-
vided by the NGO during
the Corona period. He
asked the representatives
of various organizations
involved in the meeting
that if any deficiency is
seen at the ground level in
providing health services
to the people, then they
should inform the depart-
ment so that the shortcom-
ings  can be removed and
better health facilities are
provided to the residents.
Director of National
Health Mission, Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan instructed
to increase the vaccination

with the help of NGOs in
such development blocks
where Covid vaccination is
decreasing. He also asked
to work to reduce the rate of
IMR and MMR. Mr. Uraya
Nag of WHO gave his sug-
gestions regarding the
strengthening of health
services. In the meeting,
the action plan and activi-
ties of programs run by in-
ternational and national
partner organizations and
non-governmental organi-
zations were discussed in
detail. It is noteworthy that
various international and
national organizations,
non-government organiza-
tions providing their spe-
cialized services in the di-
agnosis of cancer, maternal
health, child health, TB, fi-
lariasis, veteran health,
medical oxygen services
support and non-communi-
cable diseases in the state.

Director, Health Services took a 
meeting to strengthen health services

Raipur, Oct 12: 

Not many girls make it
to high school from gov-
ernment primary school
in the villages of Raipur
district in Chhattisgarh.
Even if they do, not a lot of
people care to see them go
to college. Apart from the
age-old “Why invest in
their education when they
are to be married off ”
mentality, there is another
problem. The Government
PG College in Tilda is an
average of 20 km away,
one-way, from the villages
where they live. How can
they walk/cycle? What

about their safety? And if
the parents are to ferry
them to and from college,
who will do their jobs as
daily wage labourers?

Noni Laari, a cost-free
bus service, has come to
their rescue to solve their
single biggest problem in
continuing their educa-
tion. But there is one
catch. While filling the
form for availing the bus
service, each girl pledges
to devote an hour of her
time, six days a week, to-
wards teaching students of
classes 1-5. These 60 girls
are teaching 300 kids every
evening, after returning
from college. This
arrangement of free tu-
ition is an idea conceptual-
ized and titled “Swadaan”
by the Adani Foundation –
CSR arm of the Adani
Group.

These girls began their

teaching journey in
December 2021, when the
Noni Laari service was
started with an appeal to
partake in Swadaan. Some
enjoyed it right from the
beginning, others took a
while to gain confidence in
their abilities. 20-year-old
Radhika Sinha, a third-
year student of B.Sc
(Mathematics), is a resi-
dent of Chicholi village
and belongs to a farming
family. After returning
home from her college, she
teaches 8 children from
her village. “I enjoy learn-
ing and teaching equally.
Going forward, I want to
continue teaching while
pursuing M.Sc degree,”
she quips.

For 18-year-old Anjali
Sonvani, a first-year B.A.
student, teaching didn’t
come naturally. “I do teach
my two younger siblings

but handling 7 kids, all at
once, is not easy. I think I
am getting better at it,”
she shares. She is a resi-
dent of Raikheda village –
her father is a labourer
who could not have sent
her to college was it not for
Noni Laari. Similar is the

story of Ekta Sahu, a 19-
year-old student at ITI
Tilda who wants to be-
come a computer operator.
Living in a joint family of
11 members, money is al-
ways a problem. “Thanks
to Noni Laari, I can learn
as well as teach five kids, a

skill I didn’t think I had. I
try to engage the children
with games and new ways
of learning the basics,”
she says.

For Mahima Rajput, the
19-year-old B.Sc student
who is in her second year
of college, this is just the
beginning. “I want to pre-
pare for the civil services
examination and have al-
ready registered for coach-
ing under Prayaas.
Teaching these 5 kids en-
sures that my basics are
revised from time to time,”
she shares. Prayaas is also
an initiative of the Adani
Foundation which pro-
vides coaching facilities to
civil services aspirants.
Chandrashekhar Nayak, a
resident of Raikheda vil-
lage says, “Now my sisters
are able to continue their
education thanks to the
safe transportation facility

from home to Girls PG
College, Tilda.” For par-
ents of many such girls
like Radhika, Anjali, Ekta
and Mahima, it is a relief
that their daughters are
commuting safely but it is
also a matter of great
pride that they are helping
younger children in their
studies.

Vasant Gadhavi,
Executive Director, Adani
Foundation says,
“Education is one of the
core areas of our CSR ef-
forts. Apart from running
cost-free and subsidized
schools, we endeavour to
improve access to already
existing educational facili-
ties. An example of the
same is making this sim-
ple bus service into a more
meaningful and fruitful in-
tervention.”

In villages where par-
ents send their children to

school simply so that they
get their meals, getting
guidance from these girls
has sparked an interest in
kids towards academics,
and ignited a hope that it
may lead them to a
brighter future.Sukhbati
Kurre, Mahila Sarpanch
(Raikheda) says, “These
girls are returning mani-
fold, what they are receiv-
ing by conducting evening
classes at their own
homes. Even if some of
their students start doing
well academically, it has
the potential to change
their whole life.”

Education is the single
most powerful tool that
can change lives. With sup-
port from the Adani
Foundation, these girls are
writing their own life
story, and positively influ-
encing the society around
them..

Sixty girls are ‘teaching’ to continue ‘learning’

(A cost-free and reliable transportation facility in Raipur
is ensuring that girls go to college. In exchange, they are
providing free tuition to 300 primary school kids)

 On occasion of Int’nl

Day of the Girl Child 

 Through ‘Swadaan’ by

Adani Foundation- CSR

arm of Adani Group

Raipur, Oct 12: 

Chhattisgarh’s biggest
retailer in the hypermar-
ket space has just an-
nounced its mega ‘Har Din
Diwali’ sale. This sale will
be spread over 11 days,
from 8-18th October 2022,
at all its 18 stores spread
across the state.

Shubham K Mart, is
well known for its every-
day low discounts. And as
part of this ‘Har Din
Diwali’sale, the retailer
has announced further
discounts ranging be-
tween 7% to as much as
50% across its product
range. What makes this
sale even bigger is its
Lucky Draw Offer.Each
day, 500 lucky winners will
stand to gain this fabulous
opportunity. Every cus-
tomer who makes a pur-

chase, during the ‘Har Din
Diwali’ sale period, can
participate in the daily
Lucky Draw contest. All
they have to do is enter
their bill for the contest
along with their communi-
cation details. Winners
can make free purchases
on 50% of their bill value
(entered for the Lucky
Draw) on items under the
General Merchandise &

Apparels category on their
next bill. This discount
will be valid for a period of
one month from the day of
winning. From daily
household needs of food,
grocery to other categories
like home décor, general
merchandise, kitchen-
ware, home appliances to
womenswear, mens wear
there will be a host of of-
fers for all customers.

On the occasion of the
launch of this sale, Mr.
Vijay Kankariya,
Chairman & Managing
Director of Shubham K
Mart said, “We are always
on the lookout of ways and
means to give our cus-
tomers the best shopping
experience clubbed with
the best deals. Our ‘Har
Din Diwali’ sale is sure to
delight all customers. With
500 daily Lucky Winners,
the magic of modern re-
tail will be further un-
leashed in our state of
Chhattisgarh.

We hope to bring smiles
& spread joy amongst our
customers in this festive
season.” As part of its pro-
motional activities, adver-
tisements, radio cam-
paigns and several in-store
promotions have been
lined up.

Shubham K Mart announces ‘Har Din Diwali’ Sale
500 Daily Lucky Winners get to shop 50% of their bill value for free at Shubham K Mart 

Jaijaipur, Oct 12:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel partook
lunch at the house of
farmer Vedram Sahu in
village Chhapora falling
under Jaijaipur assembly
constituency as part of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’.
Revenue Minister Jai
Singh Agarwal and MLA
Ramkumar Yadav also ac-
companied the Chief
Minister.

Vedram Sahu and his
wife Khik Bai, son and

daughter-in-law Shiv and
Chatbai, granddaughter
Kumari Pushpa gave a tra-
ditional Chhattisgarhiya
welcome to the Chief
Minister. They also pre-
sented a shawl and sh-
riphal to the him.

The Chief Minister was
served food in a dish made
of ‘fulkans’ as per the rich
tradition of Chhattisgarh.
Chief Minister relished
the taste of

Chhattisgarhiya dishes
including Jimmikanda,
Lal Bhaji, Gumi Bhaji,
Cheela, and Bijori Idhar
ki Sabzi. Apart from this,
the Futu (mushroom)
sabzi and a dish made
using cottage cheese pro-
duced in the village itself
were also served.

Farmer Vedram Sahu,
his son Shiv Kumar,
Collector Nupur Rashi
Panna, Cholaishwar

Chandrakar and
Raghavendra Singh also
had food with the Chief
Minister.

Expressing his happi-
ness, the farmer said “ I
am very happy that Chief
Minister came to my
house to have food. I never
thought that this would
even happen. The
farmer’s friendly policies
and schemes of the state
government have brought
prosperity in the lives of
farmers across the state.”
Meanwhile, Chief
Minister also interacted
with the family members
and asked about their
well-being. Chhapora
falling under Jaijaipur as-
sembly constituency as
part of his ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’.

CM  Baghel relishes the 
taste of Chhattisgarhiya food 

 During 
‘Bhent-Mulaqat’ 
at farmer’s house in
village Chhapora,
Jaijaipur VS
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Korba, Oct 12:
Chhattisgarhia Olympics,
started in the State by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel to promote the tra-
ditional sports of
Chhattisgarh and to create
awareness among people
is seeing a lot of enthusi-
astic partakers in the
sport event, currently on-
going in the district.

While children, youth
and women are seeing a lot
of enthusiasm for these
traditional games, a large
number of people are also
reaching the playgrounds
to enjoy these games.

Under the guidance of
District Collector Sanjeev
Kumar Jha and under the
direction of
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, the state's tradi-
tional sports are being
played by organizing
Chhattisgarh Olympics
every day in the wards of

Municipal Corporation
Korba area under the or-
ganization of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club.

It is worth mentioning
here that Chhattisgarhia
Olympic Games have start-
ed from October 06, and 14
types of traditional games
in single category, Gilli
Danda, Pitthul, Langdi
race, Banti, Billas, Fugdi,

Kabbadi, Gedhi run,
Bhanura and other games
including towing are being
played, in Korba's ward no.
22, 19, 28, 31, 33, 25, 17, 43, 46,
45, 20, 47, 48, 06, 16, 63, 01, 51,
54, 50, 55, 49, 03, 11, and 61.

The sports competitions
being played at the Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club level
from October 06 will con-
tinue till October 11, then

from October 15 to October
20 at the zone level, from
October 27 to November 10
at the urban body, cluster
and block level, from
November 17 to November
26. At the district level,
from December 05 to
December 14 at the divi-
sional level and from
December 28 to January 06,
2023 at the state level.

Daharia presents gift of developmental works worth Rs. 1.63 cr
Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1122::  The Urban
Administration, Development,
and Labor Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Daharia during the
Public Relations tour in the
Arang region appealed to the
common people to benefit from
the various public welfare
schemes of the State
Government. 

He gave detailed informa-
tion about schemes like Rajiv
Gandhi Kissan Nyay Scheme,
Bijli Bill Half Scheme, Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin Bhumiheen
Krishak Majdoor Nyay Scheme,
Godhan Nyay Scheme, Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club Scheme,
Suraji Gaon Scheme,
Kaushalya Maternity Scheme,
Dai Didi Clinic Scheme, Swami
Atmanand English Medium

Scheme, Dhanwantari
Generic Medical Store
Scheme, and Ram Van
Gaman Tourism Circuit. 

He also requested
Panchayat representatives
to assist the public in bene-
fitting from the State
Government's schemes.
On this occasion, Dr.
Daharia inaugurated and
performed Bhumipoojan
for the approved develop-
ment works in various vil-
lages.

The Urban Administration
Minister inaugurated construc-
tion works worth Rs. 40 lakh
under the Adarsh Gram Yojana
in Village Bhatia. He also inau-
gurated the painting and
whitewashing of the Jaitkham
and Grill construction worth Rs.
4.40 lakh. 

Construction work in Village
Majeetha worth Rs. 40 lakh
under Adarsh Gram Yojana and
the Pardhi Community Hall
built at the cost of Rs. 5 lakh
were also inaugurated. Besides
starting the new High School in
Village Bhainsa, he inaugurat-
ed the extra classroom in the

primary school built at the cost
of Rs. 4 lakh 71 thousand. 

The Satnami Society
Community Hall built at the
cost of Rs. 5 lakh and the road
connecting the CC road (main
path) to the Jaitkham Satnami
Para worth Rs. 5 lakh 20 thou-
sand were also inaugurated.

The Bhumipoojan of the
Durga Chaura Stage worth
Rs. 3 lakh in Ward no. 3 was
also performed. 

The Verma Society
Community Hall in Village
Devar Tilda worth Rs. 6.50
lakh, the Satnami Society
Community Hall worth Rs.
6.50 lakh, and the construc-
tion of a High School in
Ahata worth Rs. 7 lakh was
also inaugurated. 

Minister Dr. Dahariya
also performed the

Bhumipoojan of CC Road con-
struction worth Rs. 2.30 lakh.
On the demand of the local
public representatives and vil-
lagers, the Urban
Administration Minister also
announced various construc-
tion works that included CC
Road in Village Majeetha worth

Rs. 5 lakh, CC Road in Pasarvani
worth Rs. 5 lakh, theatre worth
Rs. 3 lakh, new Panchayat
building worth Rs. 14.50 lakh,
CC Road construction in Bhatia
worth Rs. 6.50 lakh, making a
total of development works
worth Rs. 33.50 lakh.

On this occasion, the
President of Janpad Panchayat
Aarang Khileshwar Devangan,
District Panchayat member
Durga Rai and many Public
Representatives including
Mohan Sahu, Bhagwati
Dhurandhar, Dugesh Sahu,
Jagmohan Gaikwad, Ganesh
Ghritlahare, Shivkumar,
Santram Burman, Tejsing
Deheria, Ishwar Sahu,
Lakshman Dewan, Prakash
Sahu, Satyanarayan Banjare,
Lalit Manhare and Birendra
Baghel were also present.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur,Oct 12: Under
the banner of District
Cooperative Samiti Sangh
Bastar Division, the em-
ployees of Lampas staged
a one-day dharna due to
lack of regulation of
paddy drought and sub-
mitted a memorandum in
the name of the Chief
Minister, Food Secretary,
Minister of Cooperatives
and demanded that
drought rules be made.

Here it takes a mention
that in Bastar division,
paddy purchase at sup-
port price is to be done
from November 1 and the
demand of the
Cooperative Society
Employees' Union, which
staged a sit-in, is to
arrange both for the pur-
chase and storage of pro-
cured paddy.

The Union alleged that
due to the late harvesting
of paddy, the paddy dries
up and the co-operative

society has to bear the
brunt of it and it has sub-
sequently demanded to
determine the responsi-
bility of the marketing as-
sociation for compliance
with the paddy harvesting
rules and to compensate
for the damage.

Along with this, it has

been demanded to in-
crease the relevant and se-
curity expenses and in-
crease the commission of
paddy purchase from 31 to
50 rupees per quintal.

As per the Lampus
managers, as per the pro-
curement policy, the mois-
ture content of rice up to

17 percent is scheduled to
be procured from the
farmers and after harvest-
ing, if the rice is more
than the buffer limit, it
has to be harvested
promptly within 72 hours.
In this way, the moisture
content of rice is reduced
by 02 to 03 percent.

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Oct 12: A man
who is reportedly the gen-
eral secretary of the
Congress' block level com-
mittee in Bijapur district
was arrested in neigh-
bouring Telangana for al-
legedly being a sympathis-
er of the Naxalite move-
ment, a police official said
here on Monday. A police
team from Bastar has left
for Telangana and more
details would be had once
they return, he added.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Chhattisgarh Bharatiya
Janata Party president
Arun Sao has written to
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah for a probe into
the alleged link between
Congress leaders and
Naxalites, a functionary of

the saffron party said.
However, the

Chhattisgarh Congress
communication cell presi-
dent Sushil Anand Shukla
rubbished these allega-
tions and links and also
denied that the arrested
person was holding any
post in the party.

The man was abducted
by Naxalites a few days
ago and his kin had filed a

complaint with
Bhopalpatnam police in
Bijapur district, Shukla
claimed.

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Oct 12:
District Collector Doman
Singh  congratulated all
the district level officials
for their good work and
said that the work of de-
centralized Janchoupal, C-
Mart, Dhanvantari
Medical Stores and seizing
investors money from Chit
Fund Companies are  been
appreciated at the state
level.

The Collector said these
as he presided over the
Weekly Time limit
Meeting here. The
Collector also said to make
full preparations for the
purchase of paddy and to
make a list of centers that
need improvement and ad-
dressed the need for con-
tinuous monitoring across
borders and middlemen.

The Collector said that
along with taking gunny
bags from millers, the
availability of bardana
from PDS shops as well
should be ensured before
paddy procurement sea-
son.

He also directed the mu-
nicipal commissioner to
purchase dung paint ma-
chines and to carry out spe-
cial campaigns keeping in

mind the precautionary
dose of Covid-19 vaccina-
tion and ensure that maxi-
mum number of people are
benefited. Under Mera
Daftar Mera Ghar
Abhiyan, a large-scale
clean-up campaign will be
conducted and for the
same, the Collector asked
to update necessary docu-
ments at war level and de-
stroy useless documents.

He also reviewed various
schemes including Jal
Jeevan Mission, Chief
Minister Suposhan
Abhiyan, Krishna Kunj,
and Chhattisgarh Olympic
Games. Additional
Collector Mr. CL
Markandey, Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Mr. Ashutosh Chaturvedi
and other officials were
present.

Ensure visible policing in the
district with coordination: DC

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Oct 12: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh and
Superintendent of Police
Trilok Bansal reviewed
the law and order situa-
tion in the district here
and in accordance to the
instructions given by the
Chief Minister on law
and order, the Collector
asked to coordinate the
revenue and police ad-
ministration to ensure
visible policing in the 
district.

In the meeting, the
Collector and SP gave
strict instructions to the
district and police ad-
ministration officials
present in the meeting to

resolve chit fund cases,
stop online gambling, en-
sure night patrolling and
take action against ille-
gal drugs. The Collector
discussed the speedy res-
olution of chit fund cases
in the district and in-
structed the concerned
officials to solve these

cases on priority and to
present the progress re-
port in every time bound
meeting.

The Collector also in-
structed all SDMs, Food
and Drug Controllers to
conduct a surprise in-
spection of medical
stores and to take action

on illegal drugs and med-
icines. The SP and
Collector also instructed
intensifying night pa-
trolling and curbing anti-
social elements from
spreading rumors of var-
ious genres onto the pub-
lic via various social
media platforms.
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Memorandum submitted 
by Youth Congress

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Oct 12: District
Youth Congress under the
leadership of District
President Rajesh
Chaidaiya submitted a
memorandum to the dis-
trict administration de-
manding the patch work of
access roads leading to dis-
trict hospital in the region.

The workers alleged
that via Ramgadh - Raipur
road is pothole ridden and
daily commuting vehicles
including 108 Ambulance,
Mahtari Express are fac-
ing problems in reaching
the hospital with patients.

The Party workers
have also informed that
many patients are re-
ferred to other hospitals

due to the poor condition
of the access roads lead-
ing to the hospital, and
having met Additional
Collector T Agarwal, the

party workers have de-
manded the speeding up
of patching the potholes,
which are now in a very
poor condition due to the

ongoing rain spells in the
region. Present were
Rahul Yadav, Yogeshwar
Singh, Indrajeet and
mnay others.

Keep all preparations for 
paddy procurement: DC

Cong denies he held party post

Cong denies he 
held party post

However, the
Chhattisgarh Congress
communication cell
president Sushil Anand
Shukla rubbished these
allegations and links
and also denied that the
arrested person was
holding any post in the
party. The man was ab-
ducted by Naxalites a
few days ago and his kin
had filed a complaint
with Bhopalpatnam po-
lice in Bijapur district,
Shukla claimed.

BJP claims probe
Chhattisgarh Bharatiya

Janata Party president Arun
Sao has written to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
for a probe into the alleged
link between Congress
leaders and Naxalites, a
functionary of the saffron
party said.

Man arrested in Telangana 
for Naxalite links

Vineet Singh joins
as new DRM

Sambalpur Division   
SSaammbbaallppuurr,,  OOcctt  1122::  Vineet Singh
has taken over
as  Divisional
R a i l w a y
Manager, East
Coast Railway,
Sambalpur on
11th  October
2022.  Prior to
his joining as  DRM, he was
Executive Director, Railtel
Corporation of  India Ltd at
New Delhi. He is an officer of
Indian Railways Service of
Mechanical Engineers of 1990
Batch.   

Vineet Singh  joined  Indian
Railway Service of  Mechanical
Engineers  in Feb.'1992. He has
a degree in Mechanical
Engineering and PGDBM from
MDI, Gurugram.  He has
worked in various capacities in
Railways as Director,
C a r r i a g e / R D S O ,
Sr.DME/Power/Delhi, Group
GM/IRCTC at New Delhi. He
has also worked as  ADRM,
Jhansi Railway Division, North
Central Railway.

Lampas managers demand 
regulation of paddy drought policy

Ch’garhia Olympic Games being
played with enthusiasm

Makes announcement of Rs. 33.50 lakh worth of construction works for Panchayat Bhawan, CC Road, and theatre in Arang region
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KARWA CHAUTH

Women show their hands adorned with ‘mehndi’ on the eve of Karwa Chauth festival, in Jammu, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Tiger missing 
Dehradun: A radio-
collared tiger has gone
missing from the
Rajaji Tiger Reserve
nearly two years after
being translocated
from the Corbett Tiger
Reserve. Chief
Wildlife Warden
Samir Sinha said on
Wednesday said it has
been more than two
weeks since the tiger
went missing. It is pos-
sible that the tiger ei-
ther dropped its radio
collar or the battery of
the device ran out, he
said, adding its last lo-
cation was found to be
on the Uttarakhand-
Uttar Pradesh border.
The tiger, named T3,
was translocated from
Corbett to Rajaji in
December 2020 in
view of the diminish-
ing population of
tigers at the reserve.

Incessant rains
Gangtok: Incessant
rains and resultant
landslides in the
Himalayan state of
Sikkim left 200
tourists stranded and
also affected piped
water supply to the
capital town of
Gangtok, officials said
on Wednesday. The
heavy rains have dam-
aged NH-10 that con-
nects the rest of the
country via Siliguri to
Gangtok at 19 and 20
Mile between Singtam
in East district and
Rangpo in Pakyong
district blocking a
lane of the main high-
way that links Sikkim
to West Bengal, offi-
cials said.

Adampur bypoll
Hisar: BJP candidate
Bhavya Bishnoi,
whose father Kuldeep
Bishnoi joined the rul-
ing party in August,
filed his nomination
papers on Wednesday
for the Adampur
Vidhan Sabha bye-
election in Haryana to
be held next month.
Apart from Bishnoi’s
family members, BJP
state president Om
Prakash Dhankhar,
Minister J P Dalal and
JJP State President
Nishan Singh were
among those present.
Three others also filed
their nominations on
Wednesday as inde-
pendent candidates.
With this, six candi-
dates have filed 
nominations for 
the Adampur 
Vidhan Sabha by-elec-
tion, Returning
Officer Subhash
Chander said.

Dhamnagar by-poll
Bhubaneswar: The
opposition Congress
on Wednesday named
Baba Harekrushna
Sethi as its candidate
for the November 3 by-
election to
Dhamnagar Assembly
constituency in
Odisha’s Bhadrak dis-
trict. The decision was
announced in a press
note issued by Mukul
Wasnik, AICC general
secretary in-charge of
the party’s Central
Election Committee.
The by-election was
necessitated after the
demise of BJP MLA
Bishnu Charan Das
on September 19.

President Droupadi
Murmu being presented
a memento by Tripura
Chief Minister Manik

Saha during an event, in
Agartala, Wednesday.

Chandigarh, Oct 12 (PTI):

A Punjab Police Special
Investigation Team prob-
ing the 2015 Kotkapura po-
lice firing case on
Wednesday questioned for-
mer chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal for
around three hours at his
residence here.

The SIT is led by
Additional Director
General of Police L K
Yadav. Badal was the chief
minister of Punjab when
the police firing took place
in 2015.

On September 14, the
SIT had questioned
Shiromani Akali Dal chief
Sukhbir Singh Badal in
connection with this case.

On September 6,
Sukhbir Badal was ques-
tioned by another SIT in-
vestigating the 2015
Behbal Kalan police firing
incident. He was the
deputy chief minister

back then. The incidents
relate to the theft of a ‘bir’
(copy) of the Guru Granth
Sahib, handwritten sacri-
legious posters, and pages
of the holy book being
torn at Bargari in
Faridkot seven years ago.

These incidents had
triggered protests during
which two people were
killed at Behbal Kalan and
a few injured at Kotkapura
in police firing.

The Akali Dal had earli-
er accused the Aam
Aadmi Party government
of doing politics over the
case in order to divert peo-
ple’s attention from its
“failures”.

The SIT on Tuesday vis-
ited Kotkapura, where the
firing against the anti-sac-
rilege protesters took
place on October 14, 2015.
The incident will complete
seven years on October 14.

The questioning by the
SIT comes days after AAP

MLA and former IPS offi-
cer Kunwar Vijay Pratap
Singh raised questions
over the probe being car-
ried out by it.

Amritsar North legisla-
tor Kunwar Vijay Pratap
Singh had raised the issue
in the Punjab Assembly
last month. Singh, while
referring to the summon-
ing of Sukhbir Singh
Badal on September 14 for
the 2015 Kotkapura police
firing case, had alleged
that the questioning of the
SAD chief was not done by
the Yadav-led SIT and he
was sent back after offer-
ing “chai and pakoda” (tea
and fritters).

The former IPS officer
had then slammed the pre-
vious Amarinder Singh
government for promoting
Yadav to the rank of addi-
tional director general of
police from inspector gen-
eral in order to appoint
him as head of the SIT.

2015 Kotkapura firing

Punjab Police SIT questions SAD
patriarch Parkash Singh Badal

Vijayanagara (KTK),
Oct 12 (PTI): Karnataka
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Wednesday
said his government
would do everything to
give justice to the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in the
State.

Days after deciding to
increase reservation for
the SC/ST, Bommai al-
leged that the Congress is
trying to mislead the pub-
lic on the issue.

“We are ready to fight a
legal battle to give justice
to the SC/ST. You tried to
break communities, in-
cluding the Veera Shaiva-
Lingayats, and also the
backward communities,
but now the Dalits have
no fear because we are
with them,” Bommai said
in a public meeting in
Vijayanagara district dur-
ing the Jana Sankalpa
Yatra’ in poll-bound

Karnataka. He slammed
the previous Congress
government led by
Siddaramaiah for doing
nothing to empower the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.

The Chief Minister
charged the
Siddaramaiah govern-
ment with not spending
funds meant only for the
SC/ST.

“Now, we have come up
with schemes for the
SC/ST communities,
which will improve their
condition,” Bommai said.

He cautioned the
Congress leaders, espe-
cially Siddaramaiah, not
to speak ill against
Yediyurappa. He alleged
that the Congress tried to
fix him false cases in the
last one-and-a-half
decades.

“If you continue to
speak ill of Yediyurappa,
the people of the State

will teach you a lesson,”
the Chief Minister said.

He accused the
Congress of encouraging
only one community and
remained silent on the
murder of BJP workers.

Bommai charged the
Congress with weakening
the Lokayukta institution
by setting up the anti-cor-
ruption bureau only to
cover up their scams. He
said those who are afraid
of his government are
those who indulged in il-
legalities, drugs and
atrocities on women and
Dalits.

“Also, the Congress is
scared of our government
because we have got the
support of the masses,”
Bommai said.

He ridiculed the Bharat
Jodo Yatra led by
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi.

“Congress is a sinking
ship due to which the

Bharat Jodo has been
started. Rahul Gandhi is
tired while attempting to
unite Siddaramaiah and
Congress State president
D K Shivakumar. How
can he unite India with
his Bharat Jodo Yatra,”
Bommai said.

The Chief Minister
mocked the Bharat Jodo
Yatra saying that the
Congress broke the na-
tion into two only to come
to power.

“Those who gave rise to
the Khalistan movement
by supporting
Bhindrawale, Naxalites
who spread to 11 States
and the LTTE are talking
about Bharat Jodo today,”
Bommai said.

He said the slogan of
Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat’ by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is apt and shows the vi-
sion of the BJP govern-
ment.

Will do everything to give justice to SC/ST: CM Bommai

Bhubaneswar, Oct 12 (PTI):

The opposition BJP
and the Congress in
Odisha demanded a high-
level investigation into a
case in which a woman
was arrested for allegedly
blackmailing influential
people, including politi-
cians. The BJP demanded
a CBI probe into the mat-
ter, alleging that several
leaders of the ruling BJD
were involved in the case,
while the Congress
sought a court-monitored
SIT investigation.

The BJD, however, re-
jected the allegations as
baseless.

The 26-year-old woman,
a resident of Kalahandi,
was arrested last week on
the charge of blackmail-
ing a girl, and also an
Odia film producer. The

police have booked the
woman, her husband and
another person under dif-
ferent sections of the IPC
and the IT Act.

She allegedly befriend-
ed people on social media,
and blackmailed them
after clicking intimate
photos and videos, police
said.

“Police have utterly
failed to conduct a proper
investigation into the
case, in which several sen-
ior ruling party leaders,
including ministers, are
said to be involved. The
matter raises further sus-
picion as police are not re-
vealing the names of all
those having links with
the blackmailing racket,”
BJP Mahila Morcha presi-
dent Smruti Patnaik al-
leged at a press confer-
ence on Tuesday. The

woman’s husband is also
involved in the racket,
and by not arresting him,
the police allowed him to
destroy evidence, she al-
leged.

State BJP general secre-
tary Prithviraj
Harichandan claimed
that attempts were made
to shield influential peo-
ple. “It is therefore impor-
tant to unmask those who
are supporting the
woman and her network,”
he said.

The Congress demand-
ed a court-monitored SIT
probe into the case.

“Several ruling party
members were involved
and they patronised the
woman and her husband,
who made crores of ru-
pees by blackmailing,”
Congress leader Debasis
Patnaik alleged.

Cong, BJP demand high-level probe in 
blackmailing case against Kalahandi woman

Mumbai, Oct 12 (PTI):

The Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena on
Wednesday slammed the
Congress as well as the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on the recent contro-
versy over freedom fighter
V D Savarkar, and said the
two parties have trivialised
the issue. It said both the
parties need to study
Savarkar’s political, social,
scientific and economic
thoughts.

Last week, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, dur-
ing his Bharat Jodo Yatra,
had claimed that Savarkar
used to get a stipend from
the British and asserted
that it was a historical fact.
Reacting sharply,
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis had said Gandhi
doesn’t know the history of
India and of his party.
Fadnavis also targeted

Uddhav Thackeray and
asked whether the Shiv
Sena leader supports such
a statement against
Savarkar. In the party
mouthpiece ‘Saamana’, the
Sena said the Congress and
the BJP have trivialised the
issue of Savarkar.
Savarkar, a Hindutva ideo-
logue, is a highly polarised
figure in modern Indian
history. He is a revered fig-

ure for both the Shiv Sena
and the BJP. “The two par-
ties should first study
Savarkar’s political, social,
scientific and economic
thoughts,” it said. The Shiv
Sena said despite being in
power since the last eight
years, the BJP has not
awarded Savarkar with
Bharat Ratna, a demand it
has been making for years.

“...Whenever the de-

mand of giving Bharat
Ratna to Savarkar arises, it
(the BJP) hides its face. For
the BJP, the issue of
Savarkar is just for rumi-
nation,” the editorial said.

It also asked why did the
Modi government not
rechristen the Rajpath
after Veer Savarkar - the
name has been changed
from Rajpath to
Kartayvapath. The party
said Gandhi’s comments
on Savarkar may be new,
but they are certainly
shocking. For years, the
Congress has been claim-
ing that Savarkar came out
of jail in Andaman after
his mercy petitions, the
party said. The Congress
could have a separate
thinking about the role of
revolutionaries in the free-
dom struggle, but the
British were taken aback
by the revolt by many revo-
lutionaries like Savarkar,
the Sena said.

‘Congress and BJP have trivialised issue of Savarkar’

ShivSena – Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray leaders Anil
Parab and Arvind Sawant address the media on Andheri
bypoll election, at Bandra Shiv Sena office in Mumbai,
Wednesday.

New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI):

The Delhi University is
likely to open a mid-entry
window in November for
candidates who failed to
apply for admission to un-
dergraduate programmes
within the stipulated time,
an official said here.

As per a schedule issued
by the university, the mid-
entry window will open
during the third round of
the Common Seat
Allocation System (CSAS)
from November 5 to 7.

The university began
the admission process for
undergraduate courses for
the 2022-23 academic year
last month.

The admissions are
open for 79 UG programs
across 67 colleges, depart-
ments, and centres. The

programmes include 206
combinations of BA cours-
es. Admission through the
Common Seat Allocation
System (CSAS) is being
conducted in three phases
— submission of the
CSAS-2022 application
form, selection of pro-
grammes and filling of
preferences, and seat allo-
cation and admission.

The last day for the sub-
mission of the CSAS appli-
cation form and selection
of programmes and filling
of preferences is
Wednesday.

A candidate who makes
a mid-entry will be consid-
ered for allocation only
after all the candidates
who had applied earlier
and have merit scores
higher than the lowest de-
clared score have been

given allocated, the official
informed.

“A candidate who ap-
plies to CSAS-2022 mid-
way will not hold any right
to claim the seats allocated
to candidates who had ap-
plied to CSAS-2022 during
the initial application
phase,” the official said.

“Allocation of seats to
such candidates may be
considered for subsequent
rounds, subject to fulfil-
ment of eligibility crite-
ria, availability of seats,
and other CSAS-2022
rules,” the official added.

It will be mandatory for
the mid-entrant to take ad-
mission to the seat allocat-
ed to him.

There will be no option
of ‘upgrade’ for the candi-
date who has applied for
mid-entry.

Delhi University likely to open mid-entry
window for UG programmes in Nov

Mumbai, Oct 12 (PTI):

An unidentified person
got access to the log-in ID
and password of a
Mumbai police officer in
the passport branch and
cleared three applications
pending verification, an
official said on Wednesday.

A First Information
Report (FIR) was regis-
tered against the unidenti-
fied person for hacking
and logging into the online
passport verification sys-
tem managed by the
Central government and
completing the verifica-
tion process of three pass-
port applications, he said.

The accused got access
to the login ID and pass-

word of a police officer of
the passport branch and
completed the verification
process. The investigation
revealed that the incident
occurred on September 24
when the special branch
(2) office was shut due to a
government holiday.

The three persons
whose verification papers
were cleared are residents
of Antop Hill, Chembur,
and Tilak Nagar, in
Mumbai. Explaining the
procedure for passport
verification, the official
said a person seeking a
passport applies on the
passport Seva website,
after which verification of
address and other details
is done by local police.

‘Hacker’ gets access to
Mumbai police officer’s
login ID and password

Clears three applications
New Delhi, Oct 12 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court has
directed the Delhi government
to ensure an OTP based system
is in place on the Online Single
Window System (OSWS) portal
for seamless processing of
payment of professional fees
to empanelled lawyers.

The high court noted that in
August 2020 it had directed the
authorities to clear the pend-
ing bills of standing counsel
but it has not been done so far,
and said that this exercise shall
conclude positively before
December 12, the next date of
hearing.

The court was hearing a
petition ventilating grievances
about non-payment of profes-
sional fee or retainership fee
bills of empanelled lawyers
outstanding for a long time.
Delhi government’s standing

counsel Santosh Kumar
Tripathi and lawyer Arun
Panwar informed the court the
new OSWS portal has become
operational for payment of pro-
fessional fees to the standing
counsel but added the process
is still lengthy and burden-
some.

He submitted an OTP (one
time password) based system
should be made available on
the OSWS portal which will
reduce the time spent on
approving the bills.

A bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad
said, “Resultantly, the State is
directed to ensure that some
provision of OTP based signa-
ture is made available as the
present process is cumber-
some and defeats the purpose
of seamless submission of
bills.

HC tells Delhi gov

‘Create OTP-based system for seamless
payment to empanelled lawyers’

Guwahati, Oct 12 (PTI):

The flood situation in
Assam remained serious
on Wednesday as incessant
rains lashed several dis-
tricts affecting nearly
40,000 people, officials said.
Many affected people have
taken shelter in relief
camps and distribution
centers of the affected dis-
tricts, they said. In the last
24 hours floods due the to
heavy rains in the state
since Monday were report-
ed from four districts com-
prising at least eight rev-
enue circles of nearly 50
villages, the officials said.

While Dhemaji,
Lakhimpur and
Dibrugarh districts have
been affected by the rain,
flash floods in Jatinga
river affected some areas
in Dima Hasao. “One stone
loaded dumper was stuck

in Jatinga river when the
water level rose suddenly.
The driver and the handy-
man left the vehicle and
ran to safety,” an official
said. Reports of erosion
from Bongaigaon,
Dhemaji, Dibrugarh,
Morigaon and Sonitpur
districts have also been re-
ceived. The district admin-
istrations and State
Disaster Response Force
are evacuating the people
from the affected areas.

A Central Water
Commission bulletin said
Brahmaputra river is flow-
ing above the danger mark
at Neamatighat in Jorhat.
The Regional
Meteorological Centre
here said there will be light
to moderate rainfall at
most places of Assam and
Meghalaya with “isolated
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall” during the day.

Flood situation
remains grim 

Farmers found burning
stubble will be fined 
Rs. 2,500 per acre:

Gurugram DC
GGuurruuggrraamm:: In an effort to curb
stubble burning in the district,
the Gurugram administration on
Wednesday said the defaulters
will be slapped with a fine of Rs
2,500 per acre. Deputy
Commissioner Nishant Yadav
said village-level vigilance
teams will keep a tab and report
any instance of stubble burning.
Yadav also said farmers will be
provided with a 50 per cent
rebate on buying equipment
used in stubble management,
whereas an 80 per cent grant
will be given to registered
farmer groups or panchayats if
they purchase the equipment
through custom hiring centers.
“We have been sensitising farm-
ers but those who don’t abide by
the rules will be fined Rs. 2,500
per acre,” he said. The district,
like other parts of the NCR, suf-
fers from poor air quality during
winters and burning stubble
could further worsen the pollu-
tion level, the DC said.



Sydney, Oct 12 (PTI):

Australia is an impor-
tant partner for India in
terms of security and sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific
and working together en-
sures that this region re-
mains free, open, stable
and prosperous, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on
Wednesday.

Jaishankar, who is on a
two-day visit to Australia,
in his address to the
Indian community said
during the visit he spent
time with the Australian
military.

“They are a very impor-
tant partner for us today
in terms of security and
stability in the Indo-
Pacific. In fact of the big
changes in our relation-
ship is the fact that today
we both are members of
the Quad mechanism and
out working together in
many ways ensure that

this region remains free,
open, stable and prosper-
ous,” Jaishankar said.

“I have seen again even
in the last year how much
progress we have made
just in the last few weeks.
We have had two major ex-
ercises in Australia where
the Indian military has
participated,” he said.

He said the perception,
the relevance of each

country to the other and
the two nations’ common
shared ability to con-
tribute to the betterment

of the region, is “some-
thing which is today an
important factor in the re-
lationship”.

The US, India and sever-
al other world powers have
been talking about the
need to ensure a free, open
and thriving Indo-Pacific
in the backdrop of China’s
rising military manoeu-
vring in the region.

China claims nearly all
of the disputed South
China Sea, though
Taiwan, the Philippines,
Brunei, Malaysia and
Vietnam all claim parts of
it. Beijing has built artifi-
cial islands and military
installations in the South
China Sea.

LANDSLIDE

View of Las Tejerias after a landslide and flood ripped through the town in Venezuela. The fatal landslide was
fueled by days of torrential rain and floods that swept through this town in central Venezuela.

JUSTIN TRUDEAU WITH INDIAN DANCERS

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau poses for a photograph with a group of traditional Indian dancers during
25th anniversary celebrations of a community group in Papineau, the Montreal district he represents in the House
of Commons.
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Tokyo, Oct 12 (AP):

The Japanese space
agency said a rocket car-
rying eight satellites
failed just after liftoff
Wednesday and had to be
aborted by a self-destruc-
tion command, in the
country’s first failed rock-
et launch in nearly 20
years.

The Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency said
its Epsilon-6 rocket expe-
rienced an unidentified
“abnormality” and its
flight had to be aborted
less than seven minutes
after takeoff from the
Uchinoura Space Center
in the southern Japanese
prefecture of Kagoshima.

JAXA officials said the
agency sent a self-destruc-
tion signal after deciding
that the rocket was not
able to fly safely and enter

a planned orbit. They said
the rocket was believed to
have fallen into the sea
with the payloads. The
cause of the failure was
still being investigated,
the agency said.

The Epsilon rocket was
carrying eight payloads,
including two developed
by a private company
based in Fukuoka, anoth-
er southern prefecture. It
was the first time an

Epsilon rocket carried
commercially developed
payloads.

The 26-meter (85-foot) -
long, 95.6-ton and solid-
fuel Epsilon-6 rocket is the
final version before JAXA
plans to develop another
variation, Epsilon-S. After
five upgrades since the
early 2010s, the Epsilon-6
is designed for a compact
launch as JAXA aims to
develop a commercial
satellite launch business.

Wednesday’s failure
ended success records for
the Epsilon series since
its first launch of the orig-
inal version in 2013. It was
also a first for JAXA since
its H2A rocket failed in
2003.

The launch, originally
scheduled for last Friday,
had been delayed due to
the location of a position-
ing satellite in space.

Japan space agency rocket
carrying 8 satellites fails

The Epsilon-6 rocket blasts off from the Uchinoura Space
Center in Kimotsuki town, Kagoshima prefecture,
southern Japan Wednesday, Oct. 12. The Japanese space
agency said its rocket failed just after liftoff Wednesday
and had to be aborted by a self-destruction command, in
the country’s  first failed rocket launch in nearly 20 years.

Australia is important partner for India for security
and stability of Indo-Pacific: EAM Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar interacts with the
Indian community in Sydney. 

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  OOcctt  1122  ((PPTTII))::

Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen has announced that she
will travel to India next month
to attend the ninth edition of
the US-India Economic and
Financial Partnership meeting,
as she pitched for strong ties
between the two nations to
address the world’s most
important economic chal-
lenges. The announcement by
Yellen came as she met with
her Indian counterpart Nirmala
Sitharaman here. “I am glad to
announce today that in
November ahead of the G20
meetings, I will take my first
trip to India as Treasury
Secretary, to attend the US-
India Economic and Financial
Partnership, our ninth partner-
ship meeting,” Yellen told
reporters on Tuesday. She said
the US-India relationship is
critical to addressing the
world’s most important eco-
nomic challenges. This part-

nership, she said, not only is
vital to their core economic
interests but also demon-
strates to their citizens and the
world that democracies deliv-
er. “It illustrates the close
bonds between our two coun-
tries, from the Quad partner-
ship to our strong bilateral eco-
nomic relationship, and the
cultural ties from the Indian

diaspora in the US,” she said.
Sitharaman is on a five-day

official visit to Washington DC
to attend the annual meetings
of the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank, on
the sidelines of which she is
holding a number of bilateral
meetings. “The United States
and India are both extremely
important to the world econo-
my, and we must continue to
work together on the economic
development and cooperation
that has made our partnership
so strong,” Yellen said.

Observing that both India
and the US also face shared
headwinds stemming from the
COVID-19 pandemic and
Russia’s unjust war against
Ukraine, Yellen said those glob-
al shocks have raised energy
and food prices in both of our
countries, and they’ve under-
scored the importance of the
efforts both of our countries
are undertaking to make the
economies more resilient.

US Treasury Secretary to
travel to India in November Washington, Oct 12 (PTI):

The healthcare coopera-
tion between India and the
United States is set to be
taken to a new level, New
Delhi’s top envoy here said
on Tuesday.

The robust and long-
standing Vaccine Action
Programme (VAP) is per-
haps one of the most glar-
ing examples of an initia-
tive where India and the
US work together, for the
benefit of the people not
only of India and the US
but across the world,
India’s Ambassador to the
US, Taranjit Singh
Sandhu, said in his ad-
dress to the 34th Meeting
of the Joint Working
Group of the Indo-US VAP.

My compliments to the
US and India teams for
holding this event, he said,
adding: “With strong com-
plementarities and an in-
tent political leadership in
both countries, our health-

care cooperation is set to
be taken to a new level.”

Sandhu said India’s em-
brace of technology in
healthcare such as re-
forms like Production
Linked Incentives in the
pharmaceutical and med-
ical devices sectors and its
experience in large-scale
immunisation pro-
grammes would enable the
two countries to take the
healthcare cooperation to
the next level.

“Going forward, work-
ing together in Africa,
Latin America, and the

Caribbean, as well as,
Asia, future preparedness
against outbreaks of infec-
tious diseases, harmonisa-
tion of standards for med-
ical product innovations,
and elimination of risks
from import of pharma-
ceutical ingredients from
a single source are some
key areas where we could
explore bilateral collabo-
ration,” he said.

Meeting in the backdrop
of an unprecedented pan-
demic, the ambassador
said there had been a num-
ber of takeaways from the
Covid-19 pandemic for the
world. Most significantly,
the pandemic reiterated to
the world that vaccination
is perhaps humanity’s best
shot at effectively manag-
ing infectious diseases like
Covid19 by substantially
reducing hospitalisations,
mitigating severity, and
importantly, bringing
down the number of fatali-
ties, he said.

India US healthcare cooperation set to be
taken to a new level: Ambassador Sandhu

Dakar (Senegal), Oct 12 (AP):

A new liquefied natural
gas project off Africa’s
western coast may only be
80% complete, but already
the prospect of a new en-
ergy supplier has drawn
visits from the leaders of
Poland and Germany.

The initial field near
Senegal and Mauritania’s
coastlines is expected to
contain about 15 trillion
cubic feet (425 billion
cubic meters) of gas, five
times more than what gas-
dependent Germany used
in all of 2019. But produc-
tion isn’t expected to start
until the end of next year.

That won’t help solve
Europe’s energy crisis
triggered by Russia’s war
in Ukraine. Still, Gordon
Birrell, an executive for
project co-developer BP,
says the development

“could not be more time-
ly” as Europe seeks to re-
duce its reliance on
Russian natural gas to
power factories, generate
electricity and heat
homes.

“Current world events
are demonstrating the
vital role that (liquid gas)
can play in underpinning
the energy security of na-
tions and regions,” he told
an energy industry meet-
ing in West Africa last
month.

While Africa’s natural
gas reserves are vast and
North African countries
like Algeria have
pipelines already linked to
Europe, a lack of infra-
structure and security
challenges have long
stymied producers in
other parts of the conti-
nent from scaling up ex-
ports.

EU countries turn to
Africa in bid to replace

Russian gas

Bangkok, Oct 12 (AP):

A court in military-
ruled Myanmar convicted
the country’s ousted
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi,
on two more corruption
charges on Wednesday,
with two three-year sen-
tences, to be served con-
currently, added to previ-
ous convictions that now
leave her with a 26-year
total prison term.

Suu Kyi, 77, was de-
tained on February 1, 2021,
when the military seized
power from her elected
government.

She has denied the alle-
gations against her in this

case, in which she was ac-
cused of receiving USD
550,000 as a bribe from
Maung Weik, a tycoon con-
victed several years ago of
drug trafficking. She had
already been sentenced to

23 years’ imprisonment
after being convicted of il-
legally importing and pos-
sessing walkie-talkies, vio-
lating coronavirus restric-
tions, breaching the coun-
try’s official secrets act,
sedition, election fraud
and five other corruption
charges.

Supporters and inde-
pendent analysts say all
the charges are politically
motivated and an attempt
to discredit her and legit-
imise the military’s
seizure of power while
keeping her from taking
part in the next election
that the military has
promised in 2023.

Graft convictions extend Suu
Kyi’s prison term to 26 years

477 whales die in
‘heartbreaking’ New
Zealand strandings

Wellington, Oct 12 (AP):
Some 477 pilot whales have
died after stranding them-
selves on two remote New
Zealand beaches over re-
cent days, officials say.

None of the stranded
whales could be refloated
and all either died natural-
ly or were euthanised in a
“heartbreaking” loss, said
Daren Grover, the general
manager of Project Jonah,
a nonprofit group which
helps rescue whales. The
whales beached them-
selves on the Chatham
Islands, which are home to
about 600 people and locat-
ed about 800 kilometers
(500 miles) east of New
Zealand’s main islands.

Adrian Linacre

DNA profiling is frequently in the news. Public interest is
sparked when DNA is used to identify a suspect or

human remains, or resolves a cold case that seems all but forgotten.
Very occasionally, it is in the media when the process doesn't work
as it should. So what is DNA profiling and how does it work and why
does it sometimes not work?

AA  sshhoorrtt  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  DDNNAA  pprrooffiilliinngg
DNA profiling, as it has been known since 1994, has been used in

the criminal justice system since the late 1980s, and was originally
termed "DNA fingerprinting". The DNA in every human is very simi-
lar up to 99.9% identical, in fact. But strangely, about 98% of the
DNA in our cells is not gene-related (i.e. has no known function).
This non-coding DNA is largely comprised of sequences of the four
bases that make up the DNA in every cell. But for reasons unknown,
some sections of the sequence are repeated: an example is TCTATC-
TATCTATCTATCTA where the sequence TCTA is repeated five times.
While the number of times this DNA sequence is repeated is con-
stant within a person, it can vary between people. One person
might have 5 repeats but another 6, or 7 or 8. There are a large num-
ber of variants and all humans fall into one of them. The detection of
these repeats is the bedrock of modern DNA profiling. A DNA profile
is a list of numbers, based on the repeated sequences we all have.
The use of these short repeat sequences (the technical term is
"short tandem repeat" or STR) started in 1994 when the UK
Forensic Science Service identified four of these regions. The
chance that two people taken at random in the population would
share the same repeat numbers at these four regions was about 1 in
50,000. Now, the number of known repeat sequences has expanded
greatly, with the latest test looking at 24 STR regions. Using all of
the known STR regions results in an infinitesimally small probability
that any two random people have the same DNA profile. And herein
lies the power of DNA profiling.

HHooww  iiss  DDNNAA  pprrooffiilliinngg  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd??
The repeat sequence will be the same in every cell within a per-

son thus, the DNA profile from a blood sample will be the same as
from a plucked hair, inside a tooth, saliva, or skin. It also means a
DNA profile will not in itself indicate from what type of tissue it orig-
inated. Consider a knife alleged to be integral to an investigation. A
question might be "who held the knife"? A swab (cotton or nylon)
will be moistened and rubbed over the handle to collect any cells
present. The swab will then be placed in a tube containing a cocktail
of chemicals that purifies the DNA from the rest of the cellular ma-
terial this is a highly automated process. The amount of DNA will
then be quantified. If there is sufficient DNA present, we can pro-
ceed to generate a DNA profile. The optimum amount of DNA need-
ed to generate the profile is 500 picograms this is really tiny and
represents only 80 cells!

HHooww  ffoooollpprrooooff  iiss  DDNNAA  pprrooffiilliinngg??
DNA profiling is highly sensitive, given it can work from only 80

cells. This is microscopic: the tiniest pinprick of blood holds thou-
sands of blood cells. Consider said knife if it had been handled by
two people, perhaps including a legitimate owner and a person of
interest, yet only 80 cells are present, those 80 cells would not be
from only one person but two. Hence there is now a less-than-opti-
mal amount of DNA from either of the people, and the DNA profiling
will be a mixture of the two. Fortunately, there are several types of
software to pull apart these mixed DNA profiles. However, the DNA
profile might be incomplete (the term for this is "partial"); with less
DNA data, there will be a reduced power to identify the person.
Worse still, there may be insufficient DNA to generate any meaning-
ful DNA profile at all. If the sensitivity of the testing is pushed fur-
ther, we might obtain a DNA profile from even a few cells. But this
could implicate a person who may have held the knife innocently
weeks prior to an alleged event; or be from someone who shook
hands with another person who then held the knife. This later event
is called "indirect transfer" and is something to consider with such
small amounts of DNA. 
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GDP growth further
downgraded

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) on Tuesday cut
India's economic growth fore-
cast to 6.8% in 2022 in line
with its pessimistic projection
for global growth. Due to es-
calation of Ukraine war there
are chances of further con-
traction of world economy
which is already under the
shadow of recession which is
expected next and in this di-
rection maximum countries
had already started the pre-
ventive steps such as India
had already imposed ban on
export of wheat and non bas-
mati rice and this recession
will be due to high interest
rates due to high inflation.
Contrary to Govt's glib
prouncement that will witness
a high growth trajectory
gloomy cloud continue to
hover over the country's eco-
nomic landscape as the inter-
national agencies have down-
loaded India's economic
growth forecast. There is out
flow of funds which is re-
quired to be stopped by taking
appreciate steps. There is
wide gap between import and
export and steps should be
taken to minimise the imports.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

WHO alert
After the Gambian tragedy

and WHO’s alert, a rigorous
drug testing regulatory regime
has become imperative to en-
sure that India’s pharma in-
dustry remains globally com-
petitive. Though the Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation has now started
investigations, it should have
taken strict action when some
Indian children’s deaths were
reported due to the use of spu-
rious cough syrup. Heavy de-
terrent penalties could have
nudged offenders to reform.
Due to this criminal negli-
gence, too many children and
their families have paid a
heavy price, and Indian phar-
ma’s global reputation, once
again — after Ranbaxy — is at
risk. If a drug fails quality test
in one state, the obvious thing
to do is to suspend the manu-
facturing licence. Maiden
Pharmaceuticals escaped
such punishment. Due to regu-
latory failures, a problematic
company and a dangerous
contaminant escaped the at-
tention of drug controllers. It is
unfortunate.

SSKK  SSIINNGGHH,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Leader of masses
In the year 1996, my regi-

ment was at Babina and we
were conducting the annual
field firing at the firing ranges
there. We were told that the
then Raksha Mantri, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, would be visiting
us at the ranges. The next day,
he visited us. Everyone in the
regiment was there to have
tea with him. He enjoyed a
hearty conversation with the
JCOs and jawans, and was
seen hugging them. By the
time he left, the troops were in
a higher state of morale.
Mulayam Yadav was indeed a
leader of the masses.
CCooll  VVKK  SShhaarrmmaa  ((rreettdd)),,  bbyy  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  13,  2022

People visit the historic Taj Mahal shrouded in fog following rainfall over the last few days, in Agra, Wednesday, Oct. 12.

LOW VISIBILITY IN PARTS OF AGRA

T he World Bank recently scaled down India’s economic growth
forecast to 6.5% for the current fiscal from its earlier esti-

mate of 7.5%, announced in June, while the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) said the GDP
growth is expected to decelerate to 5.7% in 2022 from 8.2% last
year due to higher financing costs and weaker public expenditures.
Last week, the Reserve Bank of India too cut its growth forecast to
7% from an earlier estimate of 7.2% after increasing the repo rate
by 50 basis points to 5.9% to fight inflation. This spectre of gloom
looms large over India’s economic landscape which is contrary to
the NDA government’s glib pronouncement that the   country
would witness   a   high   growth trajectory in the world. This is the
third time that the World Bank has revised its growth forecast for
India in the current financial year. In April, it revised India’s project-
ed economic growth to 8% from the previous estimate of  8.7% in
January. One of   the  reasons  cited  by  the  World  Bank  for trim-
ming India’s growth forecast is the uneven recovery  from  the  im-
pact  of   the  coronavirus pandemic in South Asia. Another area of
concern is that the services sector activity fell to a six-month low in
September due to a cooling in demand amid soaring prices. High in-
flation and low demand pulled India’s factory growth to a three-
month low in September. The seasonally adjusted S&P Global India
Services Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) fell to 54.3 in
September, the weakest rate of  expansion since March, from 57.2
in August. The PMI data, released every month, is an indicator of
the overall health of the  economy.  Private  sector  sales  rose  at
the weakest pace in six months, amid softer increases in manufac-
turing and services economies. Hiring in the sector continued for
the fourth month but fewer jobs were created compared with
August. The PMI survey pointed out that price pressures, an in-
creasingly   competitive   environment   and unfavourable public
policies restricted the upturn in the month. The steep depreciation
of the rupee seen due to interest rate hikes in the US has posed ad-
ditional challenges to the Indian economy. Last month, the US
Federal Reserve raised its interest rate by 75 basis points and hinted
at more hikes in the future. This led to the strengthening of the US
dollar and the weakening of other currencies, including the Indian
rupee. Currency instability poses renewed inflation worries as im-
ported items become more costly. This means that the RBI will con-
tinue hiking interest rates to protect the rupee and contain price
pressures. The spillover from the Russia-Ukraine war and the global
monetary policy tightening cycle also weigh on India’s economic
outlook.  Rising  borrowing  costs  will  affect domestic demand
while slowing global growth inhibits India’s export growth.

Gloom descends on India’s
economic landscape

How does DNA profiling
actually work?

13 th October is  the day
celebrated as

International  Day for disaster Risk
Reduction to bring awareness
about the importance of reining in
the risks that they face. “Disaster
means catastrophe, mishap,
calamity or grave occurrence in
any area, arising from nature or
man-made causes, or by accident
or negligence which result in sub-
stantial loss of life, of human suf-
fering or damage to, and destruc-
tion of property, or damage to, or
degradation of environment, and is
of such nature or magnitude as to
be beyond the coping capacity of
the community of affected areas.”

According to the statistics, 68%
of India’s land is prone to drought,
60% to earthquakes, 12% to floods
and 8% to cyclones, making India
one of the most disaster prone
countries in the world, affecting
overall 85% of Indian land and
more than 50 million people.

Disaster management is the reg-
ulation of dealing with and avoid-
ing risks. It involves preparing for a
disaster before it happens. Every
year, we experience some natural
disaster but we have no strategy to
alleviate its effects. Natural disas-
ters are no doubt, beyond human
control. It is observed that from the
natural calamities happening  we
haven’t learnt lessons from them.
Damage to the ecology wreaked by
deforestation and construction of
dams has been the core cause of
such a massive disaster. India is
becoming a breeding ground for
natural calamities and it is high

time that we formulated some
plans to go green in the country by
reducing mounting pollutants.

Business interruptions can occur
anywhere & at anytime.  It is im-
possible to predict what may strike
when and therefore it has become
binding to prepare for such disas-
ter scenarios. Disaster risk man-
agement is a critical, if couched,
factor in daily decision – making. A
variety of risk financing and other
financial tools have been devel-
oped to facilitate management of
risks. A disaster disrupts business
activities on which the local popu-
lation depends, affecting livelihood
recovery and means to earn a liv-
ing. This is particularly true when
new skills are needed for new
types of jobs.

Stout financing tools can help
the poor to break the poverty cycle
by protecting their development
gains, reducing impacts and losses
of disaster shocks.  It is observed
that risks from injury, sickness or
disaster are a critical dimension of
poverty and can easily threaten the
small savings and fragile liveli-
hoods of poor families.  There
should be systematic resort to
“disaster drills” to educate the
public on what to do during an
earthquake. Preparedness is the
key to managing any more such
disasters. Although a 2005 law on
disaster management has been
put into effect at the national level,
it exists only on paper in a few
states and districts. A national dis-
aster response force was also
formed for rescue and evacuation.

It is an unfortunate reality in the
age of highly hazardous industry
that accidents are bound to hap-
pen. It is however the responsibili-
ty of all sectors of society to ensure
that we are prepared to cope with
the aftermath. Disaster manage-
ment is like breathing, if you don’t,
you die.

Disaster Management starts
with ‘D’ but begins with ‘YOU’. If
we need to change anything, it has
to start from our home. As we
know that our family may not be
together when all off a sudden a
disaster strikes, it is important to
create a plan in advance. One must
find reliable information sources,
warning systems and alert systems
in advance. Family communication
is one of the most important.  We
may have to evacuate at a mo-
ment’s notice and take essentials
with us as we will have no time to
search for the supplies we need or
shop for them.  Disaster can take
place anywhere and at any time.  It
is important to know what to do
and have a plan before a disaster
strikes. 

Disaster preparedness measures
can significantly reduce the shock
of disasters on people's lives, liveli-
hoods and assets. It is therefore
necessary that to survive the disas-
ter, every family must take respon-
sibility for their own disaster pre-
paredness from Home itself.
People talk about business conti-
nuity plan during a disaster, natu-
ral disaster insurance, socio-eco-
nomic effects of a disaster, the
preparedness on the national level,
and so on. We all know that it is im-
possible to avoid disasters, but it
isn't impossible to plan ahead of
time so that we can minimize the
impact that any given disaster
might have on us or on our family’s
health, safety and property. One
must remember that the future be-
longs to those who prepare. 

The biggest concern is the atti-
tude of policy makers, imple-
menters and local government to-
wards investing in people-oriented
preparedness at different levels.
There is a growing need to look at

disasters from a development per-
spective. Disasters can have devas-
tating effect on communities and
can significantly set back develop-
ment efforts to a great extent.
Disaster prevention, mitigation,
preparedness and relief are four el-
ements, which contribute to and
gain from the implementation of
sustainable development. The
need of the hour is to chalk out a
multi-pronged strategy for total
disaster management comprising
prevention, preparedness, re-
sponse and recovery on the one
hand and initiate development ef-
forts aimed towards risk reduction
and mitigation on the other cities.

For India, preparedness will have
to begin with the updating of con-
struction norms for quake-proof-
ing. Then, inspection of all con-
struction, old and new, must be
made a priority to check for adher-
ence. In old buildings, measures to
address vulnerability, such as
retro-fitting with steel structures,
have to be implemented compulso-
rily. Lessening the potential dam-
age, as much as responding to a
disaster, needs to be part of India’s
disaster management strategy.

We need to accept earthquakes
as a reality and do everything in
our power to redefine develop-
ment plans, especially in terms of
building quake-resistant buildings.
There should be systematic resort
to “disaster drills” to educate the
public on what to do during an
earthquake. Preparedness is the
key to managing any more such
disasters. There have been many
cases where there has been a relief
and rescue mobilization but by the
time the teams reach the damage
would have already been done.
Disasters are episodic but are re-
current. Therefore, it is rightly said
that “Those who work the Disaster
Management way, live to work an-
other day. Safety is a race we can
all win.  Preparedness is the only
key to the success of Disaster
Management Plan and without citi-
zens’ involvement and participa-
tion any effective plan is rendered
ineffective.

Being a little proactive can certainly save 
us from many complications in life

Jane Pilcher 

T he latest top baby names in
England and Wales have

been published, and as usual, the
list of names is divided into those
given to girls (at the top are Olivia,
Amelia and Isla) and those given to
boys (Noah, Oliver and George are
the top three here). Noah has
moved up three places since 2020,
to replace Oliver as the most popu-
lar name for baby boys. In the boy's
top ten, however, there has not
been much further movement, with
only one new entry (Henry, ranked
tenth and up one place compared to
2020, and replacing Jack). In the
girls' top ten, by contrast, there are
three new entries: Freya at number
six (up six places from 2020),
Florence at number eight (also up
six places from 2020), and Willow at
number ten (two places higher than
2020).

Meanwhile, Mia slips down four
places from 2020 to ninth position in
2021, and Rosie, Isabella and Sophia
drop out of the top ten completely.
These are changes that suggest

that names for boys have more sta-
bility than names for girls and that
parents are less willing to make
risky choices when it comes to
names for boys. Research shows
that parents remain more bound by
tradition in naming their sons be-
cause boys' names retain more cul-
tural value than girls' do. In 1996
(when baby names data first began
to be published in the UK), there
were 289 two-part names given to
girls (Sarah-Jane being the most
popular, ranked at 502). Only 35
double-barrelled names were given
to boys, with Jean-Luc the most
popular, ranked at 654.

Jump forward to 2021 and there
are now 1,173 two-part names for
girls (Ivy-Rose being the most popu-
lar, ranked at 247). Boys' double
names have also gained ground, but
not nearly as much: they numbered
434 in 2021, and the highest ranking
two-part boys' name Tommy-Lee
sat only at number 457. Double-bar-
relled forenames seem to be an op-
tion that parents of boys are less
likely to choose. There is also a no-
table difference in the size of the

baby-name pool for boys and for
girls. In 1996, the data listed 2,836
names given to boys that year, com-
pared to 3,795 names given to girls.
By 2021, those numbers had risen to
4,789 and 5,581, respectively. The
greater variety of names for baby
girls is another sign that parents are
less cautious when naming their
daughters than they are with their
sons. Research suggests that fore-
names for boys are seen as sig-
nalling ethnic credentials or her-
itage more often than those for girls
do. This finding helps explain why
the boys' name Muhammad ranks
fifth in the top names given to boys
in England and Wales in 2021.

More generally, and despite
some progress toward gender
equality in many societies, it has
been argued that boys and men are
still seen to hold more prestige and
value than girls and women. Simply
put, at a cultural level, names for
baby girls matter less than names
for baby boys, and so parents of
baby girls are less bound by conven-
tion or tradition. Interestingly, of the
top three most popular baby names

this year, Noah is the only one to be
given to both boys and girls.
Although, only 12 girls were given
that name in 2021 compared to
4,525 boys. But there were no boys
at all who were named Olivia,
Amelia or Isla. Nor were there any
girls named Oliver or George.

Gender-neutral names, like Jamie
and Taylor, are so called because
they can be given to girls and to
boys they do not clearly indicate a
person's birth-given sex category.
But in the UK, as in many countries,
it is still the cultural norm to give
babies a sex-specific forename.
Research has shown that 97 per
cent of forenames regarded as ap-
propriate for girls are only given to
children whose sex category is fe-
male. Likewise, 97 per cent of fore-
names viewed as appropriate for
boys are only given to children
whose sex category is male. In the
2021 list of baby names, River is a
strong candidate for the most popu-
lar gender-neutral name. Ranked at
position 131 in the boys' list and
given to 442 boys, it was also given
to 423 girls, and ranked higher, in

terms of popularity, at position 119.
Research also shows that when oth-
erwise gender-neutral names begin
to be given "too often" to girls as
happened with Taylor in the 1990s
in the US parents of boys begin to
abandon those names. This is ar-
gued to be especially true for
names like Ashley that have a long-
e suffix.

Here, the changed gender conno-
tations of the long-e sound over
time have made such names seem
more suitable for girls. In other
words, perceived over-use of gen-
der-neutral names for girls can
"contaminate" that name as a good
option for boys: they lose their per-
ceived neutrality and become
thought of more as girls' names.
Again, this stems from the lower
cultural value ascribed to girls'
names as compared to boys' names.
And it represents a barrier to any
significant rise in the popularity of
gender-neutral names in the near
future.

AAssssoocciiaattee  PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff  SSoocciioollooggyy,,
NNoottttiinngghhaamm  TTrreenntt  UUnniivveerrssiittyy

How parents take more risks when naming girls than boys
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Investor Meet 

New Delhi: The
Karnataka govern-
ment expects over Rs 5
lakh crore investment
during the Global
Investors Meet 2022 to
be held next month in
Bengaluru, state's
large and medium in-
dustries minister
Murugesh R Nirani
said on Tuesday. The
global investors meet
is scheduled on
November 2-4 after a
hiatus of six years.
"The state is expecting
over Rs 5 lakh crore in
investments in the
Global Investors Meet
2022," Nirani said at
the launch of a road-
show in the national
capital to promote
Karnataka as an in-
vestment destination.

VDS
Chandigarh: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday announced a
Voluntary Disclosure
Scheme (VDS) for get-
ting "consent" of
Punjab Pollution
Control Board (PPCB)
for all small-scale in-
dustries, institutes
and other establish-
ments having capital
investment of less
than Rs 10 crore. The
chief minister, while
chairing a meeting
with a delegation of
industrialists from
Ludhiana, said under
the provisions of
Water (Prevention
and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974
and Air (Prevention
and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981,
all the industries are
required to obtain
consent from PPCB.

Financial assistance

Chandigarh: Punjab
Environment Minister
Gurmeet Singh Meet
Hayer on Tuesday said
the Centre should pro-
vide financial assis-
tance to farmers of the
state for stubble man-
agement. "Pollution
caused by stubble burn-
ing is not a problem of
one state alone, but of
the entire country," he
said. He said the state
government is con-
stantly taking steps to
prevent farmers from
burning paddy stubble,
but this campaign can
get a big boost only if
the central government
provides financial as-
sistance to the farmers.

Digital currencies
Mumbai: As major
central banks work to-
wards roll-outs of dig-
ital currencies, India's
largest software ex-
porter TCS on
Tuesday announced a
solution which will
aid in their roll-outs
and usage. The Tata
Group company has
enhanced its
blockchain solutions
platform Quartz to en-
able central and com-
mercial banks to sup-
port the entire lifecy-
cle of Central Bank
Digital Currency
(CBDC) issuance,
book-keeping and
transactions.

LAKME FASHION WEEK

Bollywood actor Gauahar Khan at INIFD LAUNCH PAD during Lakmé Fashion Week, 
in Mumbai, Wednesday, Oct. 12.

Washington, Oct 12:  

India's economy is doing
fairly well, but additional
monetary tightening is re-
quired, Pierre-Olivier
Gourinchas, Chief
Economist of the IMF
said, as the global lender
trimmed its projection of
the country's economic
growth in 2022 to 6.8 per
cent.

In its annual World
Economic Outlook report,
the International
Monetary Fund said out-
look for India is growth of
6.8 per cent in 2022 a 0.6

percentage point down-
grade since the July fore-
cast, reflecting a weaker-
than-expected outturn in
the second quarter and
more subdued external de-
mand. India had grown at
8.7 per cent in the 2021-22
fiscal (April 2021 to March
2022). "India has been
doing very well in 2022 and
is expected to grow fairly

robustly in 2023. We expect
a growth rate at 6.8 per
cent for this year, and the
projection for the country
is 6.1 per cent for the next
year, Gourinchas told re-
porters at a news confer-
ence here to release the
World Economic Outlook
report. It's a downward re-
vision this year, and it's
mostly due to the external
outlook as well as tighter
financial conditions, and
the growth revision for the
first quarter of the fiscal
year came in weaker than
previously expected, he
said. Inflation is still above
the central bank target in
India. We expect India's in-
flation at 6.9 per cent in
2022-23, which is likely to
come down to 5.1 per cent

next year. So, the overall
stance of the policy we
think that fiscal and mone-
tary policy should be prob-
ably on the tightening
side, Gourinchas said.

Daniel Leigh, Division
Chief of the IMF's
Research Department said
he expects inflation will be
back towards the four per
cent mark in 2023-2024.
Additional monetary
tightening is going to en-
sure that happens, he said.
Global growth is forecast
to slow from 6.0 per cent in
2021 to 3.2 per cent in 2022
and 2.7 per cent in 2023.
This is the weakest growth
profile since 2001, except
for the global financial cri-
sis and the acute phase of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Indian economy doing fairly
well: IMF chief economist

̈ Additional 
monetary tightening
required, says 

Mumbai, Oct 12: 

Despite rising interest
rates, leading home loan
players SBI and HDFC
have announced discount-
ed interest rates beginning
at 8.40 per cent as part of
their festive offerings. SBI
in a statement said that its
home loan book has topped
the Rs 6 lakh crore mark, a
first in the industry. The
leading lender said it is of-
fering up to 25 bps discount
on interest rate to new
home loan borrowers,
making the entry level rate
at 8.40 per cent and the
offer will run up to
January 31, 2023. The
largest pure-play mortgage
player HDFC, which is
awaiting its merger with
its banking subsidiary
HDFC Bank, said it's also
offering discounted inter-

est rates to new borrowers
to the tune of 20 bps or at
8.40 per cent.

According to HDFC web-
site, the festive offer is
valid up to November 30,
and the low rate will be ap-
plicable to those borrowers
who have a minimum
credit score of 750.
Leading banks and mort-
gage players have in-
creased their lending rates
by up to 0.50 percentage
point after the Reserve
Bank of India last raised
its repo rate by 50 bps to
tame inflation. State Bank
of India did not offer de-
tails such as the credit
score conditions or the
ticket size of the loan to
avail of the lower rates. It
further said the festive
offer also includes waiver
of the processing fees, bal-
ance transfers/takeovers

and top-up loans. The bank
had crossed the Rs 5 lakh
crore-mark home loan
mark in January 2021. SBI
said while the new loan
comes up to 0.25 percent-
age point lower than its ex-
isting rates, new top-up
loans will be 0.15 percent-
age point cheaper, and
loans against property will
be cheaper by 0.30 percent-
age point. None of these of-
ferings will have process-
ing fees. Commenting on
the milestone, chairman
Dinesh Khara said SBI has
over 28 lakh home loan
customers. Alok Kumar
Choudhary, the managing
director-retail banking &
operations, said, while in-
terest rate for new loan
buyers and loan takeovers
starts at 8.40 per cent and
top-up loans start at 8.80
per cent.

SBI, HDFC offer home loans at 8.40%
as part of festive sales

Mumbai, Oct 12: 

Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran
said the conglomer-
ate does not have
any plans to have a
5G offering for con-
sumers. He said the
group, which exited
its consumer-facing
telecom service due
to losses a few years
ago, has concentrated its ef-
forts on building modern
technology infrastructure
for 4G and 5G and is also in-
vesting in 6G. "On the 5G,
we don't have plans for get-
ting into consumer busi-
ness. We have exited that
business," Chandrasekaran
said at the 'Lokmat
Maharashtrian of Year 2022'
award ceremony here. He

said the technology being
built by the group compa-
nies is fully indigenous, and

will be tested first
for being eventually
implemented on a
large scale. There
are already en-
quiries for its offer-
ings, he added.
Asked about the
group's plans to
consolidate four air-

lines in its portfolio,
Chandrasekaran said it
wants to create a single air-
line with two platforms -- a
full-service carrier and a
low cost carrier (LCC). "We
will definitely have both full
services and LCC but we
want to make it a world
leading airline of scale,
where Indians are able to fly
everywhere.

Tata Group has no plans to
enter 5G consumer space,

says N Chandrasekaran
New Delhi, Oct 12:  

Internet major Google
will roll out it's reward
point system in India,
which can be redeemed for
making purchases at Play
Store, the company said on
Tuesday. The facility,
Google Play Points, is avail-
able in 28 countries globally.
"Google Play Points helps
users earn points and re-
wards for the many ways
they use the platform. Over
the past years, Google Play
Points has been expanded
to 28 countries and has
more than 100 million peo-
ple finding value in the pro-
gramme. The programme
will be rolled out to users in
India in the coming week,"
the company said in a state-
ment. With Play Points,

users will be able to earn
points when they make pur-
chases with Google Play, in-
cluding in-app items, apps,
games, and subscriptions.
Google Play has also part-
nered with developers of
popular apps and games
across the world, which will
enable users to redeem
their points for special in-
app items. In India, it is
partnering with over 30 par-
ticipating titles that include
games from global studios
such as Miniclip (8 Ball
Pool), TG INC (Evony: The
King's return), games from
local studios such as
Gametion (Ludo King),
Playsimple Games (Word
Trip), Gameberry Labs
(Ludo Star), and popular
apps such as Truecaller and
Wysa.

Google to bring reward
point system in India for

Play Store users

New Delhi, Oct 12: 

Retail inflation spiked to
7.41 per cent in September,
mainly due to costlier food
items. For the ninth month
in a row, retail inflation has
remained above the
Reserve Bank of India's tol-
erance level of 6 per cent.
Official data released on
Wednesday showed that
the retail inflation based
on Consumer Price Index
(CPI) was at 7.41 per cent in
September. It was at 7 per
cent in August and 4.35 per
cent in September 2021.
Inflation in food basket
rose to 8.60 per cent in
September this year from

7.62 per cent in August.
With inflation remaining
above the 6 per cent level,
RBI, now, will have to give a
report to the central gov-
ernment giving reasons for
failure to contain inflation
at 4 per cent with a bias of
2 per cent on either side.
The central government
has mandated RBI to en-
sure that retail inflation re-
mains in the range of 2-6
per cent. In September, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said acute imported infla-
tion pressures felt at the be-
ginning of this fiscal year
have eased but it still re-
mains elevated across food
and energy items.

Retail inflation rises to 7.41 pc in
September on costlier food items

New Delhi, Oct 12: 

LG has launched slew of prod-
ucts ahead of festive season
including widest range of
OLED TVs, from 106 cm (42) –
246cm (97), for a customizable
viewing experience. The 2022
OLED lineup introduces the
widest range of OLED TVs,
from the world’s biggest OLED
246 cm (97) extending to the
smallest 106 cm (42) OLED TV
that is perfect for smaller
room spaces and ideal for
every gamer that seeks to be
closer to the action. As a pio-
neer and global leader in OLED
technology, LG has been con-
stantly perfecting and elevat-
ing technology to meet the
evolving consumer needs.
Attributed to LG’s OLED lead-
ership, this has enabled the
invention of the first Rollable

OLED TV, the LG Signature R
OLED that pushes the bound-
aries of engineering and user-
centric design to enhance any
space and complement any
lifestyle.
The 2022 Home Appliances
lineup consists of new
Stunningly Stylish
Refrigerators - InstaView
Door-in-Door and Frost Free
Refrigerators, AI Direct Drive
Washing Machines, Puricare
Wearable Air Purifier, VIRAAT
Air Conditioners, UV+UF
Water Purifiers and a new
range of Charcoal Microwaves.
LG AI Direct Drive Series in
Front Load & Top Load
Washing Machine is equipped
with AI Direct Drive
Technology and LG ThinQ
which gives better wash per-
formance and makes washing
convenient for customers. 

LG adds joy to festive mood

Mumbai, Oct 12: 

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rebounded nearly 1 per
cent while Nifty reclaimed
the 17,100 level on
Wednesday as value buy-
ing in energy, banking, IT
and FMCG shares helped
the indices cut short a
three-day losing run.
Positive trends in
European markets and US
stock index futures ahead
of the release of Fed meet-
ing minutes and inflation
data also boosted investor
sentiment. The 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed 478.59
points or 0.84 per cent to
settle at 57,625.91. During
the day, it jumped 540.32
points or 0.94 per cent to
57,687.64.

The broader NSE Nifty
reclaimed the 17,100 level
by jumping 140.05 points
or 0.82 per cent to close at
17,123.60. "Bears took a
breather today as markets
witnessed a relief rally
after getting hammered in
the past few sessions.
However, the recovery
doesn't seem to be sustain-

able as multiple negative
factors are at play," said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities
Ltd. "The domestic market
was successful in over-
coming the weak cues
from global peers as it fo-
cused on quarterly earn-
ings. The IT earnings sea-
son got off to a strong
start, which improved the
sector's spirits," said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
Among Sensex shares,
Power Grid rose the most
by 3.5 per cent. Axis Bank
rose by 2.89 per cent,
NTPC by 2.42 per cent,
IndusInd Bank 1.97 per
cent, L&T by 1.7 per cent,
and UltraTech Cement by
1.65 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty rebound nearly 
1 pc, snap three-day losing run

Mumbai, Oct 12: 

OPPO India, the leading
global smart device brand,
today announced that all
Airtelcustomers can expe-
rience a seamless 5G con-
nectivity on all OPPO 5G
devices. Customers canex-
perience seamless video
calling, lag free gaming on
the cloud and blazing fast
data upload and downloads
across all its 5G model-
sacross categories. To enjoy
the ultrafast Airtel 5G con-
nectivity, customers just
need to gotonetwork set-
tings and change their pre-
ferred network to Airtel 5G.

Commenting on the de-
velopment, TasleemArif,
VP and R&D Head, OPPO
India, said, "OPPO has been
driven by developing tech-
nologies which enhance the
quality of life for users, as
stated by our brand propo-
sition – Inspiration Ahead.
One such example is 5G, we
have leveraged our
strengths in innovation and
collaboration across the
tech ecosystem to advance
the same in India. Our team

has been working relent-
lessly over the year towards
building 5G for all. We
thank Airtel for being part
of this journey and for
helping us bring the whole-
some 5G experience to our
users immediately after im-
plementation.

In the future, even as 5G
evolves, we will continue to
focus our energies on inno-
vations to stay ahead in the
5G race." Commenting on
the collaboration,
Shashwat Sharma,
Director - Consumer
Business and CEO DTH,
Bharti Airtel,said, “OPPO
has been a long standing
partner to Airtel and we are
thrilled to collaborate with
them yet again in our 5G
journey. Airtel 5G Plus is al-
ready live in 8 cities and we
plan to ramp up our servic-
es soon across the country.
Existing Airtel 4G SIM is
5G enabled therefore cus-
tomers can enjoy ultrafast
5G services across all OPPO
5G devices just by selecting
the 5G network under set-
ting as we start rolling out
the network." 

OPPO India welcomes  Airtel users
for a seamless 5G experience 

New Delhi, Oct 12: 

The new business pre-
mium income of domes-
tic life insurance compa-
nies rose by 17.3 per cent
to Rs 36,366.53 crore in
September of this fiscal
year, data from Irdai
showed on Tuesday. All
the 24 life insurance com-
panies had a collective
premium income of Rs
31,001.17 crore in the
same period a year ago.
The largest and the only
state-owned insurer LIC
recorded a jump of nearly
35 per cent in the new pre-
mium income of Rs
24,991.26 crore in
September 2022-23, as
against Rs 18,520.21 crore

in same period of 2021-22,
showed the data from the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (Irdai).

However, the rest of the
23 players in the private
sector witnessed a decline
of 8.9 per cent in their
combined new premium
income during the report-
ed month at Rs 11,375.27
crore as against Rs
12,480.96 crore a year ago.
Among the private sector
players: SBI Life regis-
tered a fall of 15 per cent
in new premium income
at Rs 2,471.37 crore; HDFC
Life down by 22.3 per cent
at Rs 2,165.97 crore; Bajaj
Allianz Life at Rs 670.43
crore, down by 38.2 per

cent; and ICICI
Prudential Life down by 4
per cent at Rs 1,409.88
crore.

Among others, Max
Life witnessed a rise of
3.14 per cent at Rs 706.66
crore; PNB MetLife pre-
mium was up by 45.3 per
cent at Rs 300.62 crore;
Tata AIA Life up 39 per
cent at Rs 625.61 crore and
Aviva Life up 11.3 per cent
at Rs 25.71 crore. On a cu-
mulative basis from
April-September period
of 2022-23, the new busi-
ness premium of all the
24 life insurers moved up
by 37.88 per cent at Rs
1,81,976.96 crore. It was at
Rs 1,31,981.89 crore in
same period of 2021-22.

Life insurers’ new biz premium up 17 pc
at Rs 36,367 crore in September: Irdai

New Delhi, Oct 12:  

Amazon Web Services,
Inc. (AWS), an
Amazon.com, Inc. company,
announced the launch of a
new AWS Local Zone in
Delhi, India. AWS Local
Zones are a type of infra-
structure deployment that
places AWS compute, stor-
age, database, and other
services near large popula-
tion, industry, and informa-
tion technology (IT) centers
—enabling customers to de-
ploy applications that re-
quire single-digit milli sec-
ond latency to end users or
on-premises data centers.
Customers can run work
loads with low latency re-
quirements on AWS Local

Zones while seamlessly con-
necting to the rest of their
workloads running in AWS
Regions. Today’s launch
marks the first internation-
al expansion of AWS Local
Zones outside the U.S. and
includes new locations in
Delhi and Taipei, Taiwan.
AWS now has 19AWS Local
Zones around the world,
with announced plans to
launch 31 more Local
Zones globally over the
next two years, including
additional AWS Local
Zones in India, in the cities
of Chennai, Bengaluru,
and Kolkata. For applica-
tions that require single-
digit millisecond latency,
the location of cloud infra-
structure matters.

AWS launches

Local Zone in Delhi

New Delhi, Oct 12:  

The rupee fell 14 paise to
close at 82.35 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Wednesday amid the
strengthening of the
American currency and
sustained foreign fund out-
flows. Besides, risk aver-
sion sentiment among in-
vestors weighed on the
local unit. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local currency opened
at 82.32, then fell further to
settle at 82.35 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a decline of 14 paise
over its previous close.

Rupee falls 14 paise

to close at 82.35

against US dollar

Leena Jumani shares
her fitness regime
While actors are continuously honing

their acting skills, they must also
maintain a fitness regime to look their best
while portraying a variety of roles on tel-
evision. Actress Leena Jumani who
plays the grey character of 'Sonali’ in
Sony Entertainment Television's
‘Appnapan... Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan’, has captured the
public's imagination with her
brilliant performance. The
show sheds light on the
quandary and complex-
ities in relationships and how the
two protagonists Nikhil and
Pallavi navigate the same. The es-
tranged couple is dealing with
their own set of challenges in life
owing to their past and now as
they both have started getting
closer, adding further obstacles in
Nikhil and Pallavi’s life once
again is Pallavi’s sister, Sonali. To
get into the character of Sonali,
Leena has been putting in a lot of
time and effort in order to prepare
for this role and has been working
on her physique to look the part as
well.

Sharing a few details about her fit-
ness regime that she follows, Leena
Jumani said, “As an actress, we need to
always focus on our acting skills and the
way we present ourselves onscreen, espe-
cially at a time when it’s needed to "fit"
into a particular character.

ACROSS

1. Professional speedster

6. Pass over

10. Send forth

14. Love, in Rome

15. Milk measure

16. ____ Ness

17. Dogma

18. Moving staircase

20. Naval officer (abbr.)

21. Charged atoms

23. Expiate

24. Trimmed

26. Detrimental

28. Grinning person

30. Adrift

31. ____ blanche

32. Nursery item

33. Window section

37. Margarine

38. Future flowers

39. Matured

40. Turner and Kennedy

41. Subside

42. Parsley piece

43. Mexican house

44. Rock band ____ Dan

45. Stir up

49. Extra tire

50. Hermit

51. Blemish

52. Gorilla, e.g.

55. Napoleon ____

58. Prohibition

60. Puts into service

61. Cut of meat

62. Comic ____ DeGeneres

63. Slight

64. Jaunty

65. Counts calories

DOWN

1. Assess

2. Church word

3. Plotted

4. Byron's "before"

5. Person on a pension

6. Pay out

7. Lover's greeting

8. "Murder, ____"

9. School gp.

10. Make joyful

11. Engine

12. Sacred images

13. Trio number

19. Hot, molten rock

22. Atop, poetically

25. Choir singers

26. Stage remark

27. Society girls
28. Highlander
29. Man or boy
30. Sports locale
32. Desist
33. Document
34. Pleasant
35. Playwright ____ Simon
36. Nervous
38. Smack
42. Began
43. Food fish
44. Health club
45. Scrapbook
46. Web-footed bird
47. Not outer
48. Poke fun at
49. Odor
51. Recipe verb
53. Poe or Browning
54. Eternities
56. Swiss mountain
57. Future fish
59. Rhyming boxer
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Today you might pinch yourself to see if
what you're experiencing is real,
Aquarius. Success and good fortune are
coming thick and fast, with only minor
setbacks and irritations to complicate
matters. Business, money, and career
success are likely to be at an all-time high,
although you might find yourself feeling a
little fearful of what comes next. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Career and financial success might have
paved the way for you to fulfill some of
your fondest dreams, Pisces. Perhaps
you've wanted to return to college and get
an advanced degree, explore new cultures
or try writing and publishing. Whatever it
is, your schedule should be freer and more
flexible than ever, so this is the time to go
for it. Start planning today!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Now that you feel more secure regarding
your business and financial situations,
Aries, you might be looking for ways to
feed your spiritual and metaphysical
interests. Your intuitive and psychic abili-
ties should be operating at a very high
level, causing you to experience some
vivid dreams and visions and receive the
insights that come from them. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Just about every department of life should
be going very well for you now, Taurus.
Business, finances, and partnerships are
likely on their way to success, while per-
sonal relationships of all kinds, particular-
ly romantic ones, should also be more
rewarding. You might be thinking of
expanding your horizons through new
enterprises or study. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Whatever you're working on at the
moment, Gemini, whether business
related, personal projects, or volunteer
work, it's likely to bring you increased
satisfaction on many levels. You're
enjoying what you do, making a differ-
ence, and interacting with new friends.
Your health continues to glow. You may
feel as if nothing can stop you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It's likely that your personal and creative
horizons are expanding, Cancer. Your or
another's artistic enterprises might pay
off big today. You could be introduced to
people who prove to be valuable contacts
as well as new friends. Your love relation-
ships are going well. Your new feeling of
enthusiasm and self-confidence certainly
doesn't hurt!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

If possible, a get-together of some kind
could take place today either at your
home or the home of someone close to
you, Leo. It could even turn into more
than just a fun time. You might become
involved in conversations with people
who become valuable business or social
contacts. Expect to have a wonderful
time no matter what you do today.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Expect many advantageous changes to take
place in your community, Virgo. New busi-
nesses could open their doors, interesting
neighbors could move in, or some necessary
repairs could finally get done. You might
spend a lot of time in the car or on the phone
and spreading the news. An exciting propo-
sition may come to you or someone close to
you through a letter, email, or phone call.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You've probably had few periods when
business and finance have gone well for
you, Libra. Now this trend seems to be
coming to a head. Today you might start
or close some type of agreement that will
make a big difference to your finances.
Your money situation should not only
improve but also stabilize at a level high-
er than it's ever been. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You tend to be practical and businesslike by
nature, Scorpio, but the tremendous
growth you've experienced may increase
your desire to be as sensible and efficient
as possible in order to continue this trend.
You're feeling upbeat and positive. You're
likely to continue to feel this way. The only
downside is that you're probably going to
be working very hard. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You probably think of yourself as a curi-
ous intellectual, Sagittarius, but a
recent expansion in career and finance
has brought out talents for business and
money that you didn't know you had.
This has been a time not only of success
and good fortune but also of learning
more about yourself. Don't fall back on
old fears or underestimate yourself. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your natural warmth is enhanced by a new
sense of self-confidence, Capricorn.
Whichever kind of group activities and
social events are possible might bring you
into touch with people who prove to be
valuable business contacts. Whatever goals
you've attempted to reach may finally show
signs of materializing, possibly through the
efforts of others who believe in you. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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M
ega power star
Ram Charan has
left for

Rajahmundry for the next
leg of shooting of direc-
tor Shankar's upcoming
film, 'RC 15'.

The actor was papped
at the airport while on his
way to Rajahmundry.

Sources close to the
unit of the film say that
the next schedule of the
upcoming film has re-
sumed in full swing.

Ram Charan, who has
had a busy year -- both as
an actor and a producer --
seemed enthusiastic to be
back in action.

Kiara Advani plays the
female lead opposite Ram
Charan in the film, which
is yet to be titled.

One of Tamil cinema's
most versatile actors, S J
Suryah, too plays an im-
portant role in the film.

Apart from them, ac-
tors Jayaram, Anjali,
Sunil, Srikanth, and
Naveen Chandra too will
be a part of this big budg-
et film, which is being
made in multiple lan-
guages. S.S. Thaman is
scoring the music for this
film, which has Tirru
cranking the camera.

Director Shankar is
now shooting 'RC15' si-
multaneously with his
long pending, 'Indian 2',
featuring Kamal Haasan
in the lead.

Ram Charan
heads to

Rajahmundry 
for next leg of

shooting of 
'RC 15'

Ankita Lokhande to star 
opposite Randeep Hooda 
in ‘Swatantra Veer Savarkar’

A
ctress Ankita Lokhande, who is
known for her role in television
serial 'Pavitra Rishta', will be

seen opposite actor Randeep Hooda in
the movie 'Swatantra Veer Savarkar'.

The film is based on the life of politi-
cian and activist Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar. It also features Amit Sial in an
important role. After making her place
in the TV industry, she entered
Bollywood with the movies such as
Tiger Shroff's 'Baaghi 3' and Kangana
Ranaut-starrer 'Manikarnika: The
Queen of Jhansi.'

The actress says she is always inter-
ested in doing challenging roles and she
found the story of the movie inspiring to
be part of it. Ankita says: "I love essay-
ing challenging and pivotal characters
that not just take the narrative forward
but also leave an impact on the audience.

'Swatantra Veer Savarkar' is one such
inspiring story that needs to be told and

I'm happy to be associated with it".
Randeep, who made his debut with

'Monsoon Wedding', got a lot of populari-
ty with films such as 'Once Upon a Time
in Mumbaai', 'Saheb, Biwi Aur
Gangster', 'Rang Rasiya', 'Jism 2' and
many more. With 'Swatantra Veer
Savarkar', he is making a debut
as a director and will also be
playing the titular role in
the film. 'Swatantra Veer
Savarkar' is conceptu-
alised by Sandeep
Singh, and it is written
by Utkarsh Naithani and
Randeep Hooda.

The film is produced by
Anand Pandit Motion
Pictures and Legend
Studios, Producers Anand
Pandit, Sandeep Singh, and
Sam Khan. It is all set to release
on May 26, 2023.

Malayalam actor Tovino Thomas,
whose superhero film 'Minnal

Murali' went on to become a superhit,
is to play a triple role in his next film,
'Ajayante Randam Moshanam'.
This will be the first time that Tovino
will be playing a triple role in a film.
Directed by debutant Jitin Lal, the
story of the film, which will have
Tovino playing three characters, will
revolve around three eras.
The titular characters -- namely
Maniyan, Ajayan and Kunjikelu -- are
all being played by Tovino. Sujith
Nambiar has penned the story and
screenplay of the film, which went on
the floors on Tuesday with a tradition-
al pooja.

Sources say that 'Ajayante Randam
Moshanam' is to be released in 3D.
Kriti Shetty, Aishwarya Rajesh and
Surabhi Lakshmi have been roped in to
play the female leads. Interestingly,
this will be actress Kriti Shetty's first
Malayalam film. Other actors who will
be seen in important roles in the film
include Basil Joseph, Kishore, Harish
Uttaman, Harish Peradi and Jagadish.
The big budget film is being produced
by UGM Productions and Magic
Frames. Deepu Nainan Thomas will be
scoring the music for this film, which
will feature a lot of Kalari sequences.
Sources say that Tovino Thomas
recently underwent training in Kalari
for the film.

Tovino Thomas to play
triple role in ‘Ajayante
Randam Moshanam’

I
n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, characters
will find themselves in
high-voltage drama this
week. About &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
track, Katori Amma
shares, The
Commissioner (Kishore
Bhanushali) announces
the formation of a special
police force comprising of
senior citizens in the spe-
cial position. Gabbar in-
structs Rajesh (Kamna
Pathak) to persuade
Happu to become a spe-
cial police officer.
Chamchi (Zaara Warsi)
informs Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri) about
it, and she decides to
apply for it with the help
of Happu. Frustrated,
Happu cannot decide who
to hire and asks the
Commissioner to cancel
the position. Due to rejec-
tion, Katori Amma tries
to influence the
Commissioner by gifting
homemade pickles. As a
result, she lands up get-
ting hired. On finding
this, Rajesh gets enraged

and vows not to let Amma
perform her duties.”
About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai track,
Manmohan Tiwari
shares, “ A drunk Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) acci-
dentally hits a man walk-
ing on the roadside with
his scooter. To avoid a po-
lice investigation, he
brings the unconscious
man to his house and
hides him in the store-
room. But Teeka
(Vaibhav Mathur) and
Tillu (Syed Salim Zaidi)
catch him. Meanwhile,
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) asks Vibhuti (Aasif
Sheikh) to take her to the
Zoo. On their way out,
they meet Saxena

(Saanand Verma), who
tells them about his new
pest control business, and
Angoori happily assigns
him pest control for her
house. At the Zoo, a
Gorilla gets excited to see
Angoori. When Vibhuti
tries to take a selfie with
Angoori, Gorilla grabs
Vibhuti's hand and holds
him hostage. The Zoo’s
watchman informs them
that only the trainer,
Rajindar, can help them
now.”

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

High-voltage drama in &TV shows
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Sylhet , Oct 12 (PTI):

It has been a smooth
ride for the mighty Indian
team so far and the trend
is expected to continue
when the sub-continent
powerhouse aim to crush
minnows Thailand one
more time in the Women's
Asia Cup semifinal here
on Thursday. The last
match between two teams
had turned out to be a
huge mismatch as India
had skittled Thailand out
for just 37 runs in 15.1
overs to run away with an
easy win during the league
stage.

Thailand would look to
do better than their previ-
ous batting effort against
India after making the
Asia Cup semi-final entry
for the first time at the ex-
pense of hosts defending
champions Bangladesh.

The Naruemol Chaiwai-
led side would hope to
prove that their qualifica-
tion for the tournament
was not a fluke.

For India, the tourna-
ment came as a perfect op-
portunity to test their
bench strength and give
their less-experienced
players "enough game
time" ahead of the next
year's T20 World Cup in
South Africa.

As a result, India's star
skipper Harmanpreet

Kaur played only three of
their six league matches,
and even dropped down to
No. 7 against Pakistan in
the only game they lost.

The team tried out the
likes of T20 power-hitter
Kiran Prabhu Navgire
and Dayalan Hemalatha
in search of a "finisher".

While rookie Navgire,
who smashed the fastest
fifty in the Women's T20
Challenge earlier in May,
has managed just 10 runs
from three innings, the

more experienced
Hemalatha has also failed
to impress -- 45 runs, four
innings. It remains to be
seen if the team contin-
ues to experiment or play
full strength to be ready
for the title clash. The
spin troika of Deepti
Sharma, Sneh Rana and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad
easily kept most of the
teams under check.

To make it a contest, the

onus would be on their
Thailand's top three --
N a n n a p a t
K o n c h a r o e n k a i ,
Natthakan Chantham and
skipper Chaiwai.

The trio has done bulk
of the scoring for the
team and a big test awaits
them against a disci-
plined Indian attack.

The biggest positive for
India has been Jemimah
Rodrigues' stunning form
as she has shouldered the
responsibility in the mid-

dle-order and is leading
the run-charts with 188
runs with two half-cen-
turies.

Having missed two ear-
lier games, opener Shafali
Verma too has returned to
form with a bang as the
Indian batters would look
to gear up for the final
with a strong perform-
ance.

The second semi-final
will be played between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka
on Thursday.

Canberra, Oct 12 (AP):

Dawid Malan posted 82
to lead the batting and
Sam Curran snared three
wickets to help England
clinch a series victory over
Australia with an eight-
run win Wednesday that
will be a setback for the
hosts ahead of their title
defense at the Twenty20
World Cup.

Malan plundered seven
boundaries and four sixes
in his 49-ball innings and
shared a 92-run fifth -wick-
et stand with Moeen Ali
that propelled England
from a precious 54-4 in the
9th over to a total of 178-7
after being sent in to bat.
Curran took some big
wickets when Glenn
Maxwell (8) pulled a
bouncer to Alex Hales at
mid-wicket in the 8th over
and Marcus Stoinis (22)
picked out Harry Brook at
deep mid-wicket in the
12th. He returned to end
Australia's hopes by tak-
ing out the leg stump of
Tim David (40 of 23 balls)
with a perfect yorker in
the 18th. The Australians
finished on 170-6. England
won the series-opening
match in Perth last
Sunday by eight runs but
was facing a full-strength
bowling attack in
Canberra, with Australia
making five changes for
Game 2.

Medium pacer Stoinis
produced Australia's best

bowling figures of 3-34, in-
cluding the wicket of
Malan with three balls left
in the innings. Australia
lost openers Finch (13) and
Warner to be in trouble at
22-2, leaving Mitch Marsh
to anchor the top order
with 45 from 29 balls.
Curran picked off
Maxwell and Stoinis be-
fore taking the vital catch
when Marsh flicked Ben

Stokes' first ball of the
15th over to deep square
leg and Australia slipped
to 114-5. David was threat-
ening to guide Australia to
an unlikely win before
Curran's timely wicket
gave England the late mo-
mentum. The teams will
meet again in Canberra on
Friday before a final week
of preparation for the T20
World Cup.

Malan, Curran help England to
T20 series win over Australia

India eye another crushing win against
Thailand on way to Asia Cup final

Match starts 8.30am IST.

Christchurch, Oct 12 (AP):

Devon Conway contin-
ued a compelling run of
form leading into the
Twenty20 World Cup with
an innings of 64 on
Wednesday in New
Zealand's 48-run win over
Bangladesh at the New
Zealand T20 Tri-series.

With his help, New
Zealand made 208-5 after
losing the toss and then re-
stricted Bangladesh to 160-
7. Conway made 70 not out
and 49 not in his two previ-
ous innings in the series,
carrying his bat on both
occasions as New Zealand
posted wins over
Bangladesh and Pakistan.
With his 36 in New
Zealand's opening loss to
Pakistan, he has made 219
runs in the series so far at
an average of 109.5. He
now has six half centuries
in T20 internationals.

Conway provided the
engine of New Zealand's
innings Wednesday, taking
his runs from only 40 de-
liveries at a strike rate of
160.0 with five fours and

three sixes. Glenn Phillips
took up where Conway left
off, blasting 60 from 24
balls with two fours and
five sixes at 250.0. Martin
Guptill made 34 batting at
No. 3 in his first appear-
ance at the tournament,
and opener Finn Allen hit
32 from 19 balls.

The odds were against
Bangladesh, which has
surpassed 200 in a T20 in-
nings on only three occa-
sions. It made a good run
at it, reaching 90-3 after 10
overs.

The loss of Soumya
Sarkar at the end of the
10th over was a blow; he

put on 43 with captain
Shakib Al Hasan in brisk
time. Shakib carried the
innings, making 70 from 44
balls, including a half cen-
tury from 33 deliveries. He
was out in the 19th over
when Bangladesh was 153-
7 and the match already
was lost.

New Zealand beats Bangladesh by 48 runs in Tri-series

New Zealand players congratulate each other after their victory in the fifth cricket match between New
Zealand and Bangladesh of the Twenty20 tri-series at Hagley Oval in Christchurch on October 12.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 12 (PTI):

India head coach
Thomas Dennerby admit-
ted that his team was no
match to the USA after it
suffered a 0-8 humiliation
in their FIFA Women's U-
17 World Cup opener but
insisted that the home
team is capable of playing
better.

Dennerby had claimed
that India can compete
against any team in the
age-group showpiece, his
comment coming on the
basis of the close game (1-3
loss) the team played
against Sweden in the lead
up to the tournament.

"I did not expect to let in
so many goals because de-
fending has been quite
good when they played
against Sweden two and
half weeks ago. We defend-
ed very well, we had two
shots on the bar and we
were creating chances. But
honestly USA were one
level up even if you com-

pare with Sweden at least,"
the coach said on Tuesday.
Dennerby had said before
the USA match that "if you
can play a close game
against Sweden, you can
do that with any team in
this tournament".
Incidentally, Sweden did
not qualify for the final
round of the UEFA U-17
Championships, the
European qualifying tour-
nament for the FIFA event.

Dennerby had earlier
said that India had pre-
pared well for the U-17
World Cup. However, dur-
ing an interaction with
media, he said that they
haven't played any side of
the standard of USA in the
lead-up to the showpiece.

India not up to USA standards but can
certainly play better: Coach Dennerby

Bhubaneswar: Indian 
U-17 women players during
a training session ahead of
their FIFA U-17 World Cup
match against Morocco, in
Bhubaneswar, Wednesday,

Oct. 12.

Johannesburg, Oct 12 (PTI):

Left-arm quick Marco Jansen
has replaced the injured
Dwaine Pretorius in South
Africa's 15-member squad for
the upcoming T20 World Cup in
Australia, the country's cricket
board announced on
Wednesday. All-rounder
Pretorius was ruled out of the
T20 showpiece after sustaining
an injury in his left thumb dur-
ing the third T20I against India.
The 22-year-old Jansen was ini-
tially part of the travelling
reserves and has been replaced
by pacer Lizaad Williams in the
standby list, Cricket South
Africa (CSA) said in a media
release. Jansen has represented
South Africa in just one T20I.
His debut in the format came
during their tour of India in
June this year. He had taken
one wicket for 38 runs in the
Rajkot match.

Jansen replaces

Pretorius in SA's T20

World Cup Squad

Rome, Oct 12 (AP):

Happy or not, Kylian
Mbappe continues to
score goals for Paris
S a i n t - G e r m a i n .
Manchester City, mean-
while, just isn't the same
without Erling Haaland.
Still, City despite a 0-0
draw at FC Copenhagen
joined holder Real Madrid

on Tuesday as the first
teams to advance to the
knockout phase of the
Champions League.

On the same day when
reports emerged that
Mbappe is frustrated at
PSG and wants to leave
during the January
transfer window, the
France striker converted
a penalty in a 1-1 draw

with Benfica.
It was Mbappe's record

31st goal for PSG in the
competition, passing
Edinson Cavani for the
club record.

Mbappe had been close
to joining Real Madrid
on a free transfer this
summer but finally
agreed to stay at PSG for
two more years with an

option for an extra sea-
son.

The 23-year-old
Frenchman celebrated
his latest goal by holding
his arms out wide and
rushing toward the
stands at Parc de Princes
with no outward sign of
discontent.Mbappe also
had an acrobatic poten-
tial later winner waved
off by the VAR, leaving
PSG level on points with
Benfica atop Group H.

CITY STOPPED

With Haaland rested,
10-man City was held to a
0-0 draw at FC
Copenhagen, a team lan-
guishing in the bottom
half of the Danish league.
Copenhagen became the
first team to stop City
from scoring this season
in a match overshadowed
by early video-review de-
cisions. One of those VAR
calls resulted in a red card
for City left back Sergio
Gomez in the 30th minute
for pulling back H kon

Arnar Haraldsson as the
last man, harming the vis-
itors attacking ambitions
at the atmospheric
Parken Stadium. Still,
City leads Group G with
10 points, followed by
Borussia Dortmund (7),
Sevilla (2) and
Copenhagen (2). City, like
Madrid, has advanced
with two rounds of
matches still remaining
in the group phase.

RUDIGER TO THE 

RESCUE

Antonio Rudiger had
his face bloodied as he
scored a stoppage-time
equalizer for Madrid in a
1-1 draw with Shakhtar
Donetsk. Also, Timo
Werner scored his first
Champions League goal
since returning to
Leipzig to help secure a 2-
0 win at Celtic. Madrid
leads Group F with 10
points, followed by
Leipzig (6), Shakhtar (5)
and Celtic (1).

Mbapp scores for Paris
Saint-Germain; City,

Madrid advance in CL

Benfica's Portuguese midfielder Rafa Silva (L) fights for the ball with Paris Saint-Germain's French
forward Kylian Mbappe during the UEFA Champions League group H football match between Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG) and SL Benfica, at The Parc des Princes Stadium.

Dubai, Oct 12 (PTI):

In-form batter
Suryakumar Yadav con-
tinued to be the top ranked
Indian batter in the short-
est format, holding on to
his second spot in the lat-
est ICC T20I rankings re-
leased on Wednesday.

Suryakumar, who fin-
ished India's recent T20I
series at home against
South Africa as their lead-
ing run-scorer, is on 838
points, behind Pakistan
wicketkeeper batter
Mohammad Rizwan. The
32-year-old is the lone
Indian in the top 10.
Opener KL Rahul and vet-
eran Virat Kohli occupy

the 13th and 14th spots
while skipper Rohit
Sharma is 16th.

Kiwi star Devon
Conway, the leading run-
getter in the ongoing T20I
tri-series in New Zealand,
jumped into the top five
after the impressive show-
ing in the three-team se-
ries.

Suryakumar remains static
at 2nd in T20I rankings

In the ODI batting rankings,
Shikhar Dhawan dropped
down six places despite
India's 2-1 series win
against South Africa. The
India opener comes in at
No.17 with Kohli and Rohit,
both of whom also dropped
down the rankings a bit
after missing the ODI series,
the only Indian batters
ahead of him. While Kohli is
seventh, Rohit is a spot
behind his compatriot at
eighth. The duo missed the
recently-concluded ODI
series against South Africa.
Shreyas Iyer (33) and Sanju
Samson (93) were the big
movers in the top 100 of the
batting rankings. 

Dhawan, Kohli and
Rohit drop places in

ODI rankings

Hand pump spews out
liquor as police seize
underground drums

Guna (MP), Oct 12 (PTI): 

Hand pumps are gener-
ally associated with sup-
plying water but in
Bhanpura village in
Madhya Pradesh's Guna
district a hand pump spew
out liquor when police
busted an illegal liquor
den and seized huge stock,
an official said on
Wednesday.

Police raided the village
on Monday and during a
search, they recovered a
total of eight drums filled
with raw liquor buried un-
derground or hidden

under fodder in agricul-
ture fields. "A hand pump
attached with the drums of
raw liquor hidden under-
ground was also recov-
ered.

When police personnel
started pumping it, liquor
started coming out from
the other end (joined by a
pipe)," said Guna superin-
tendent of police, Pankaj
Shrivastava.

Police also recovered
huge quantities of coun-
try-made liquor stored in
drums which were hidden
under the debris of fodder
in farms. "Prime facie,

people dealing in illegal
liquor trade had dug un-
derground pits to hide
liquor-filled drums. They
were using a hand pump
to take out liquor from
these drums which are
then filled in pouches and
five-litre cans,"
Shrivastava said.

He said police conduct-
ed the raid on a tip-off but
the persons involved in
the sale of illegal liquor
managed to flee. "Police
have identified eight per-
sons and a search is on to
nab them," the police offi-
cer said.

Bahucharaji (Guj), Oct 12 (PTI): 

Bharatiya Janata Party
president JP Nadda on
Wednesday launched the
"Gaurav Yatra" of the party
in poll-bound Gujarat from
the temple town of
Bahucharaji and said the
yatra is not restricted to
BJP or Gujarat but will es-
tablish the "pride" of India.
He accused Congress of
halting development and
said the opposition party is
"stuck and lost".

In the run-up to the high-

stake Assembly elections,
due in December this year,
the BJP will launch five
such yatras in two days that
will cover different parts of
Gujarat. Nadda on
Wednesday flagged off the
Yatra, comprising vehicles,
from Bahucharaji in
Mehsana district. The tem-
ple of the Hindu goddess
Bahuchara attracts a large
number of devotees and is a
major pilgrimage centre.
The yatra launched from
the temple town will con-
clude at Mandvi in Kutch on
October 20. Several Union
ministers and BJP leaders
from Gujarat will join the
yatra at different locations.
"It is not the 'Gaurav Yatra'

of BJP or Gujarat but the
one to establish India's
pride. This yatra is the story
of a journey from Gujarat
to India," Nadda said.

He used the analogy of
planting trees of babool
(thorny acacia) and man-
goes to take a swipe at
Congress. "Like what
(Union Minister
Parshottam) Rupalaji told
you, there used to be a jun-
gle of babool here. If a party
plants babool then you will
get babool only. If they plant
babool, how will you get
mangoes? They were people
who planted babool. What
else did Congress do year
after year?" he asked the 
audience.

Chandigarh, Oct 12 (PTI): 

The Punjab and
Haryana High Court on
Wednesday quashed two
separate FIRs registered
against former AAP
leader Kumar Vishwas
and BJP's Tajinder Pal
Singh Bagga by the
Punjab Police over their
statements against AAP
convenor Arvind
Kejriwal.

Giving a clean chit to
the two leaders, the court
observed that there cannot
be any democracy without
the freedom of choice and
free speech. Justice Anoop
Chitkara said that the
court's non-interference in
Vishwas' case would result
in a miscarriage of justice,

while the continuation of
criminal proceedings
against Bagga shall
amount to an abuse of the
process of law.

The judge invoked
Section 482 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure,
which preserves the in-
herent powers of the High
Court to prevent abuse of
the process of any court
or to secure the ends of
justice, and issued two
separate orders to quash
the FIRs that were regis-
tered in April.

Vishwas, who is a well-
known poet too, was
booked by the Rupnagar
police in Punjab over his
"inflammatory state-
ments" against Kejriwal
while Bagga was booked

on the charges of making
provocative statements,
promoting enmity and
criminal intimidation fol-
lowing a protest outside
the Delhi residence of the
Aam Aadmi Party conven-
er for his remarks on the
film 'Kashmir Files.
Reacting to the order,
Bagga said that it was a
"big slap" for Arvind
Kejriwal.

The judge in his order
in the case of Vishwas
said, "In the facts and cir-
cumstances peculiar to
this case, the court's non-
interference would result
in a miscarriage of jus-
tice, and thus, the court
invokes the inherent ju-
risdiction under section
482 CrPC and quashes

the FIR and all subse-
quent proceedings qua
the petitioner."

In the Bagga case, the
judge said, " in the pecu-
liar facts and circum-
stances, it is a fit case
where the continuation of
criminal proceedings
shall amount to an abuse
of the process of law, and
the Court invokes its in-
herent jurisdiction under
section 482 CrPC and
quashes the FIR and all
subsequent proceedings."

Vishwas was accused of
leveling imputations
about the involvement of
Kejriwal with certain ne-
farious and anti-social ele-
ments in an interview
ahead of the state assem-
bly polls.
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̈ It’s to establish
India’s pride

People sit around a temporary kitchen during an event on 'Homeless Day' organised
by Delhi government, at Sarai Kale Khan night shelter in New Delhi.

HOMELESS DAYHC quashes FIRs against Kumar
Vishwas, Tajinder Pal Bagga

BJP chief Nadda launches
Gujarat ‘Gaurav Yatra’

Two stolen
idols traced to
US museum

CChheennnnaaii,,  OOcctt  1122  ((PPTTII)):: The
Tamil Nadu Idol Wing CID
has traced two idols stolen
from the State to a museum
in the US and submitted doc-
uments seeking their return
to the country, police said on
Wednesday. The two antique
idols of Yoganarasimha and
Ganesha belonging to Sri
Venugopala Swamy temple,
Alathur, Thiruvarur district,
were traced to the Nelson-
Atkins Museums, Kansas
City, Missouri, USA. They
were stolen from the temple
about 50 years ago and re-
placed with fake images, the
Idol Wing claimed. "Based
on the findings of our investi-
gation, we have submitted
papers proving our owner-
ship of the idols to the gov-
ernment for onward trans-
mission to the USA for repa-
triation of the same to Tamil
Nadu," Idol Wing DGP K
Jayanth Murali said.

TN Idol Wing
stakes claim

Bihar CM appeals to Centre,
Naga groups for early solution

to vexed political issue
DDiimmaappuurr,,  OOcctt  1122  ((PPTTII)):: Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
who was here to attend a pro-
gramme on Jayaprakash
Narayan's 120th birth anniver-
sary, appealed to the Centre and
Naga groups to find a solution to
the age-old vexed political issue
at the earliest. Kumar gave as-
surance that he would do all that
was possible on his part to sup-
port the cause. Jaya Prakash
Narayan, or JP as he is popularly
known as, had spent three years
in the 1960s in the Northeastern
state on Nagaland, where he is
still revered by locals.
Addressing people during a
function at the DDSC Stadium
here on Tuesday, organised by
All Nagaland Bihari, Kumar
lamented that the political issue,
despite several rounds of talks
and negotiations over the years,
hasn't been resolved.

An idol of Ganesha, allegedly
belonging to Sri Venugopala
Swamy temple, Alathur,
Thiruvarur district, were traced
to the Nelson-Atkins Museums,
Kansas City, Missouri, USA by
Tamil Nadu Idol Wing CID.


