
Seized 
CChheennnnaaii:: Over two kilo-
grams of gold bars worth
Rs 1.18 crore was seized
from two passengers,
who arrived here from
Mumbai, the customs
department said on
Tuesday. The air intelli-
gence wing officials of
the department on specif-
ic inputs intercepted two
men upon their arrival
from Mumbai on Monday.

Grief 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Hurriyat
Conference led by
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq on
Tuesday expressed grief
over the death of jailed
Kashmiri separatist
leader Altaf Ahmad Shah.
Shah, the son-in-law of
late pro-Pakistan
Hurriyat leader Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, died of
cancer at the AIIMS on
Tuesday, days after he
was taken to the hospital
on the orders of the Delhi
High Court.

BRIEF

Fans gather outside bollywood actor
Amitabh Bachchan's residence Jalsa

to celebrate his 80th birthday, in
Mumbai, Tuesday.
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Ujjain, Oct 11 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
inaugurated the 900 metre-
long Mahakal Lok corridor
built at the Mahakaleshwar
temple here. Prime
Minister on Tuesday
evening performed puja at
Lord Mahakal temple in
Ujjain ahead of dedicating
to the nation the first phase
of the 'Shri Mahakal Lok'
corridor.Modi, attired in
traditional dhoti and gam-
cha (stole), entered the
sanctum sanctorum of the
Lord Mahakal temple at

around 6 pm. Earlier, the
prime minister arrived at
Indore airport from
Ahmedabad where he was

welcomed by Madhya
Pradesh home minister
Narottam Mishra, water re-
sources minister Tulsi

Silawat, former Lok Sabha
speaker Sumitra Mahajan
and Bharatiya Janata Party
national general secretary
Kailash Vijaywargiya.
Later, he flew to Ujjain in a
chopper where he was re-
ceived by the governor
Mangu Bhai Patel and
Chouhan.

The Mahakal Lok project
cost is Rs 856 crore, with the
first phase being developed
for Rs 351 crore, an official
said. Modi, accompanied by
Madhya Pradesh Governor
Mangu Bhai Patel and
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, greeted
sadhus present at the
venue. He pressed a remote
button to unveil a Shivling
replica to dedicate Mahakal

Lok to the nation.
The Mahakaleshwar

Temple Corridor
Development Project will
provide better amenities for
those visiting the temple
which is dedicated to Lord
Shiva and houses one of the
12 Jyotirlingas (representa-
tion of Lord Shiva) in India.

The corridor has around
108 aesthetically ornate pil-
lars made of intricately
carved sandstones that de-
pict the Anand Tandav
Swaroop (Lord Shiva's
dance form), 200 statues
and murals of Lord Shiva
and goddess Shakti.

Modi offered prayers at
the temple before he inau-
gurated the corridor proj-
ect.

Raipur, Oct 11: 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) raided
the premises of senior offi-
cials, businessmen and
politicians of the ruling
Congress at different loca-
tions in Chhattisgarh on
Tuesday, sources said.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel termed it as an "act
of intimidation".

The opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is not able to fight di-
rectly, hence it is trying to
fight through the ED,
Income Tax (I-T) depart-
ment and the Department
of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI), Baghel told re-
porters here. According to
sources, separate teams of
the ED conducted raids in
state capital Raipur,
Raigarh, Mahasamund,
Korba and other districts.

The raids covered prem-
ises of a district collector,
some senior officials, busi-
nessman and politicians of
the ruling party, the
sources said without elab-
orating.

Baghel said, "The BJP is
not able to fight directly, so
is trying to fight through
the ED, IT and DRI. I have
already said that they will
come again and it's not the
last time. Their visits will
increase as the election ap-
proaches. This is just an
act of intimidation and
nothing else." The state
Assembly elections are

due in November 2023.
Chhattisgarh Congress

communication cell chief
Sushil Anand Shukla said
he had an apprehension
that the BJP would misuse
central agencies in the
state as it was unable to
fight a political battle
(with the ruling party).

CM Baghel had also ex-
pressed the apprehension
many times, Shukla said.

If the action is taken as
per law then there is no
problem, he said.

Saifai, Oct 11 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party patri-
arch Mulayam Singh Yadav
was cremated with full state
honours at his native Saifai
village in Uttar Pradesh on
Tuesday afternoon.

His son and party chief
Akhilesh Yadav lit the fu-
neral pyre. The former
Uttar Pradesh CM had died
aged 82 at a private hospital
in Haryana's Gurugram on
Monday. His body was
brought to Saifai on
Monday evening. A large
number of people and digni-
taries turned up for his fu-

neral in Saifai on Tuesday.
With hundreds queued up

for the final darshan amid
the drizzle, Yadav's body
was moved around 10 am

Tuesday from his "kothi" to
a bigger hall on the Mela
Ground premises to allow
people to pay their last re-
spects.

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission on Tuesday
allotted 'two swords and a
shield' as the poll symbol
to the Eknath Shinde-led
faction of the Shiv Sena.

The Shinde faction,
which is now named as
'Balasahebanchi Shiv
Sena', will be able to use
the symbol for the
Andheri East assembly by-
poll, should it decide to
contest the election sched-
uled for November 3.

In a letter to
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde,
the Commission said it
has decided to declare 'Do

Talwarein aur Ek Dhal
(Two Swords & Shield)' to
be a free symbol and allot
it to the candidate set up, if
any, by the Shinde-led
group in the current bye-
election.

The Shinde faction had
suggested 'peepal tree',
'sword and shield', and
'sun' as its choice of poll
symbols.

PM inaugurates Mahakal Lok corridor
̈ At Mahakaleshwar

temple

PM Narendra Modi performs puja at the Lord Mahakal temple 
in Ujjain, Tuesday.

ED raids premises
of senior officials,

businessmen

CM Baghel said, "The BJP is
not able to fight directly, so
is trying to fight through the
ED, IT and DRI. I have
already said that they will
come again and it's not the
last time. Their visits will
increase as the election
approaches. This is just an
act of intimidation and
nothing else."

According to sources, sepa-
rate teams of the ED con-
ducted raids in state capital
Raipur, Raigarh,
Mahasamund, Korba and
other districts. The raids
covered premises of a dis-
trict collector, some senior
officials, businessman and
politicians of the ruling
party, the sources said with-
out elaborating.

CM dubs it ‘act of
intimidation’

About raids...

Samajwadi Party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav cremated 
̈ In Saifai

SP founder Mulayam Singh Yadav's mortal remains being carried
for his last rites, in Saifai, Tuesday. 

Shinde faction gets ‘two
swords and a shield’ symbol
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Bhilai, Oct 11: 

The roadside vendors of
Civic Centre reached
Collector Jandarshan on
Tuesday. They used to sell
clothes, toys, jewelery and
other types of items near
the Nehru Art Gallery.
The vendors stated that
the BSP officials had as-
sured them of making
some arrangements but
till now any relief has not
been provided. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena directed the BSP
officers to take immediate
action in this regard as
per rules. The villagers of
Banbarad (Ahiwara) also
reached the jandarshan.
The villagers stated that
they are suffering due to
shortage of water. The sit-
uation worsens during the
summer season. They de-
manded some concrete
steps to eliminate the
water woes. The Collector
directed the PHE officers
to take prompt action in
this regard and provide
relief to the people.
Residents of Reshne
Wambay Awas of Nehru
Nagar also visited the jan-

darshan. They stated that
the presence of anti-social
elements have increased
in their locality. Police
conduct regular patrolling
but it is not sufficient.
They demanded the open-
ing of a Police Chowki to
curb the activities of anti-
social elements. The
Jandarshan also received
some issues related to mu-
tual disputes in which the
applicants sought protec-
tion. Members of Durg
Premier League also sub-
mitted an application in
Jandarshan. They said
that there is a lack of

basic facilities at Maa
Sheetla Mini Stadium,
Baigapara, Surana
College Sports Ground,
Aditya Nagar Sports
Ground, Padmanabhapur
Mini Stadium and other
sports facilities. They re-
quested to make proper
lighting arrangements,
maintenance and levelling
of grounds etc. The
Collector directed the
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner to take nec-
essary action. He said that
all the playgrounds should
be well maintained and
updated as per the mod-

ern requirements.
Applications for removal
of Khatals (byres) from
Durg city were also sub-
mitted in jandarshan.
Along with this, an appli-
cant also complained
about a trader in Mutton
Fish Market and accused
him of throwing garbage.
The Collector instructed
the corporation officials
that there should be con-
tinuous monitoring of
cleanliness. The corpora-
tion must impose fines on
people who are not cooper-
ating in maintaining city
sanitation.

Some disabled students
and unemployed youth
facing financially adverse
situations also reached
Jandarshan. The
Collector said that they
have sought a list of va-
cant posts and required
qualifications from the
employers. The employers
are being contacted. On
the other hand, profiles
have been prepared of
those who want jobs. A
large number of people
will be able to get employ-
ment through Mega
Placement Camp.

Roadside vendors of Civic
Centre seek rehabilitation 

Bhilai, Oct 11: 

In the near future, offi-
cers-employees from
Collectorate to the Rural
Secretariats in the dis-
trict will register their
presence through bio-
metric attendance. In
this regard, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena gave instructions
to the officials for mak-
ing arrangements. He
said that this system
would help in getting bet-
ter information about
regular attendance tim-
ing of officers and em-
ployees. In the meeting,
the Collector also direct-
ed the officers to com-
plete the repair work of
roads expeditiously.
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi has been
made the nodal officer
for monitoring this work
across the district. She
will look after the quality
and timeline of the work.
Also, a nodal officer of
revenue has been ap-
pointed for this work for
every ten roads. He said
that the officials of PWD
and PMGSY should en-

sure that better mainte-
nance work is done on all
the roads of the district.
Along with this, instruc-
tions have been given to
complete this work by co-
ordinating with the cor-
poration officials in the
urban areas also.
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi, Arvind
Ekka, Municipal
Corporation Bhilai
Commissioner Rohit
Vyas, District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini Devangan,
Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar and other of-
ficers were present in the
meeting. The Collector
said that to ensure avail-

ability of fodder in
Gauthans, the Paira-
daan (donation of paddy
straws) campaign on pri-
ority basis. He asked the
officials to conduct regu-
lar meetings in rural
areas and encourage peo-
ple to donate paddy
straws. At the same time,
special attention should
be paid to ensure the
arrangements of
Gauthan. The team of
the Livestock
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department should con-
tinuously monitor the
Gauthans. There should
be special monitoring of
the health of the cattle
and artificial insemina-
tion etc. Collector said

that as per the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, prepare
a list of Patwaris work-
ing at the same place for
more than three years
and ensure their trans-
fers and fresh postings.
He also directed for
speedy disposal of all
revenue cases.

Collector said that
Jandarshan is a top pri-
ority programme. The
applications / com-
plaints submitted in
Jandarshan are to be dis-
posed off expeditiously.
Intimation of the action
taken on the applications
should be sent to the ap-
plicant by registered
post. He said that the offi-
cers should continuously
monitor the effective dis-
posal of the applications
received in the public
darshan. Collector said
that useful sports infra-
structure has been pre-
pared in the district.
Along with this, better
system of sports training
has to be made available.
Prepare an action plan so
that sports talents can be
developed, he said.

Biometric attendance system to be
installed at all government offices 

Bhilai, Oct 11: 

In view of poor servic-
es and mismanagement
in the canteens, Bhilai
Ispat Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS) has demanded to
cancel the contracts of
all the canteens of BSP. A
delegation of BMS led by
Working President
Channa Keshavalu and
General Secretary Ravi
Singh submitted a memo-
randum in this regard to
Arvind Ratan, General
Manager of the Canteens
in Bhilai Steel Plant.

They alleged that poor
quality of food items is
being served which is a
violation of the provi-
sions of contract. The
canteens are using low
quality oil, rice and other
ingredients which are in-
jurious to the health of
the employees. The em-
ployees are being
charged more than the
fixed price of the food
items material and tea.
The contract for provid-
ing food to the employees
for a minimum of Rs 10
is not being followed.
General Secretary Ravi
Singh said that the can-
teens provide food at Rs
10 for some time only and
later sell the same on

higher rates. Due to lack
of cleanliness, it be-
comes difficult even to

drink water in the can-
teens. Recently worms
were found in the food
served at the canteen of
Blast Furnaces.

BMS demanded that all
the existing contracts
should be cancelled and
canteens should be oper-
ated by providing subsi-
dies on the lines of coffee
houses. They said that
the condition of the base
canteen is also not satis-
factory. There is always a
shortage of food items
and the quality is also
low.

The union leaders stat-
ed that some contractors
have taken contracts for
more than one canteen
and have sublet them to
other people. The use of
heaters in the canteen is
prohibited in the con-
tract terms, yet all the

canteens are using induc-
tion and big heaters,
which is a violation of
the service conditions.
The quality of food items
in the canteen located in
Sector 9 Hospital is very
poor. They demanded
that the canteen of
Sector 9 should be closed
and subsidy should be
provided to the plant em-
ployees in the coffee
house in the lines of
Ispat Bhawan.

Working President
Channa Keshavalu said
that BMS conducted in-
spection of canteens and
found lapses which are
harmful to the health of
the employees and con-
trary to the service con-
ditions of the canteen.
BMS demanded that the
contract of all the can-
teens should be cancelled
and the contract should
be allotted afresh.

The canteen operators,
who violated the terms
and conditions, should be
blacklisted. Vice
President Harishankar
Chaturvedi, Sharda
Gupta, Vinod Upadhyay,
Vashistha Verma, Sunny
Ippan, Umesh Mishra,
Ashok Mahor, Pradeep
Pal, Praveen Madinkar
were also present.

Cancel contract of all the canteens, demands BMS
Worm found in food at canteen of Blast Furnace

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1111::  Taking cog-
nizance of the memorandum
submitted in the name of Vice
Chancellor by the Students’
Union of Hemchand Yadav
University regarding irregulari-
ties in the umbrella B Ed
Colleges, Dr Aruna Palta on
Tuesday took an online meeting
of the Principals of all BEd col-
leges. Giving this information,
the Dean of the University, Dr
Prashant Srivastava said a large
number of students met the
Vice-Chancellor Dr Aruna Palta
and other officials in the after-
noon in the university campus
and complained of more fees
being charged than that pre-
scribed in B Ed colleges. There
was a complaint regarding the
collection of additional fees in
the name of other funds.
Thereafter, they demanded that
the University should issue
strict instructions in this regard
by directly contacting the prin-
cipals of B Ed colleges. In order
to directly discuss the com-
plaints mentioned in the memo-
randum submitted by the stu-
dents, the Vice Chancellor Dr
Aruna Palta issued additional
guidelines by holding an online
meeting of the principals of all
B Ed colleges. The Vice
Chancellor also made an appeal
to all the students taking admis-
sion in B Ed college that if any
kind of fee is demanded in any

educational college which is in
excess of the fee fixed by the
government, then the students
should directly complain to the
University. If the complaint of
the students is found to be true,
the university will take action
against the respective colleges
as per the government rules.
Addressing all the officers of
the university and the principals
of 45 education colleges pres-
ent in the meeting, Dr Palta and
Registrar Bhupendra Kuldeep
said that every college should
ensure that no additional
money is taken along with fees
and adhere to the fee table pre-
scribed by the Fee Regulatory
Commission of the
Government. Dr Palta informed
all the principals that the
University Examination
Department is preparing to
start B Ed semester examina-
tions from the third week of
December and requested to
pass on the information to all
the students in this regard.

While demonstrating the stu-
dents met the Vice Chancellor
Dr Palta, the Registrar
Bhupendra Kuldeep, Deputy
Registrar Dr Rajamani Patel,
DCDC, Dr Preeta Lal, Sports
Director Dr Dinesh Namdev,
Assistant Registrar Dr Sumit
Agarwal, Himanshu Shekhar
Mandavi, Finance Officer Sushil
Gajbhiye to name a few.

Complaints of irregularities
in B Ed Colleges: VC conducts
online meet with Principals 

Bhilai, Oct 11:

On Tuesday, State
Administrative Service
Association, Durg ac-
corded a warm farewell
to DMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve. The asso-
ciation extended best
wishes to him on the new
posting as Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat. They
recollected the memories
of working with Prakash
Sarve.

Association members
said that due to the calm
and simple nature of
Prakash Surve, all the of-
ficers and employees re-
mained enthusiastic
about the work. His be-
haviour ensured loyalty
of the officers and em-

ployees towards the
work. In this gracious
event, the newly appoint-
ed District President
Ashwani Devangan,
Chief Executive Officer,
District Panchayat Durg,
Lokesh Chandrakar,
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Municipal Corporation
Durg, Ashish Devangan
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Municipal Corporation
Risali, Praveen Verma
Joint Collector, Brijesh
Kshatriya SDM
Dhamdha, Mukesh
Rawte SDM Durg,
Jageshwar Kaushal,
SDM Bhilai Chhawani,
Lata Urvasha Deputy
Collector, Mukesh
Kothari, CEO, District
Patan and other mem-
bers were present.

Prakash Surve accorded
warm farewell 

Bhilai, Oct 11: 

LD Gas Holder plays a
very important part in the
BSP’s Production efforts
by providing vital fuel gas
which is used in various
units of BSP. Till date
more than 1,00,00,000 M3 of
Gas has been recovered &
exported from the Gas
Holder. The LD Gas Holder
of SMS-III was taken
under shutdown from
Aug-21, 2022, for incorpo-
rating several safety modi-
fications. These modifica-
tions were necessary to
make the process of LD
Gas recovery & Export
through SMS3 Gas Holder,
safe & reliable.

Energy Management
Department (EMD) collec-
tive took up the challeng-
ing task of carrying out
the modification jobs in
SMS-3 Gas holder in one
month duration. Due to
the untiring efforts of the
dedicated team of
Mechanical, Electrical
Maintenance & Operation
Sections of EMD, these
modifications works, re-
quiring high degree of
skills and safety precau-
tions at site, have been
done safely & successfully,
with in house resources.
After thorough testing of

all the jobs done, Gas
Holder was commissioned
on September 27, 2022.

The salient among the
Modification jobs carried
out include: 1) Provision of
Hydraulic Non Return
Valve(HNRV) in export
Gas pipeline.

Provision of HNRV is
an important safety re-
quirement & is required to
prevent back travel of
high pressure BF gas into
the low pressure Gas
Holder.

The entire Fabrication,
Erection & Testing of
HNRV was done success-
fully with in-house expert-
ise by EMD (Mech.) collec-
tive. 2) Modification of
Auto Purging Bleeder:
Auto Purging Bleeder in
Gas Holder inlet gas
pipeline was at a very low

height & during purging
there were chances of in-
creased CO gas concentra-
tion at ground level in Gas
Holder & adjoining areas.
The bleeder height was in-
creased & thus ensuring
gas concentration is with-
in safe range at ground
level. 3) Introduction of
Automatic system for
High Gas Pressure situa-
tions: This safety require-
ment has been done for

preventing failure of gas
pipeline drainer seals dur-
ing high gas pressure situ-
ations by introduction of
pressure sensing auto
bleeder valves. 4)
Modification of Volume
Relief Valves: In order to
evacuate the gas holder
proper, 2no’s of volume re-
lief valves have been mod-
ified for operation from
Ground level.

5] Provision of Isolation
Valves in Gas Boosters
and 6) Provision of
Positive isolation
(Blanking) Flange & isola-
tion valves in all Gas
Pipeline U-Seals.

All the jobs were carried
out by EMD collective
comprising UV Subhadra,
GM (Operation); Kamal
Kumar, GM (Mechanical);
C Chandrashekhar,
GM(I/c-Maintenance) &
SK Dashore, GM(I/c-
Operation) under the lead-
ership of BK Sinha, GM
(I/c-EMD).

Regular recovery &
Export of gas from LD Gas
Holder of SMS3 will prove
to a boon to BSP’s produc-
tion with Benefits
achieved out of this modi-
fication works being: en-
hanced safety, reliability of
Gas Holder & assured
availability of LD Gas.

Bhilai, Oct 11: Bhilai
Municipal Commissioner
Rohit Vyas conducted an
intensive tour of the ward
areas for the second con-
secutive day. Early morn-
ing he inspected different
areas of Balaji Nagar and
Bapu Nagar in Khursipar.
During this, he found leak-
ages at some places in the
water supply pipeline near
the pump house, on which
he instructed the officers
present to get it repaired at
the earliest to prevent
wastage of water. He said
that all such leakages
should be checked and
maintained. He inquired
about the work of door-to-
door garbage collection
and asked to conduct pub-
lic awareness campaign in
the ward areas for segrega-
tion of wet and dry waste.
Along with this, instruc-
tions have been given to ad-
vise the shopkeepers to
keep dustbins in front of
all the shops compulsorily.
He also asked to get re-
moved the junk vehicles
parked near the
Anganwadi since long in
coordination with the traf-
fic police. The commission-
er also took stock of the

pond premises located near
the Baba Balak Nath tem-
ple. He saw the arrange-
ment for cleanliness and
gave instructions to repair
the main gate. MLA repre-
sentative D Kama Raju
gave detailed information
related to the pond to the
commissioner. The com-
missioner also directed to
take aid from agency for
immediate removal of left
over construction debris
after the work is  complet-
ed. In the premises of
Anganwadi in Gautam
Nagar, he directed to make
arrangements for drainage
and cleaning the garden

with the help of Mitan
Club. The commissioner
checked the cleanliness of
the Sulabh Lavatory. In the
meantime, the corpora-
tion’s team took action to
remove the unnecessary
tyres etc kept in front of
the toilet. The commission-
er has given special in-
structions to the officers re-
garding the cleaning of
drains. He warned that the
situation of water logging
should not be created due
to non-cleaning of drains.
The commissioner reached
the health camp being or-
ganized under the Mobile
Medical Unit and queried

about type of patients com-
ing mostly and what is the
availability of medicines
for them and what are the
responsibilities of the med-
ical staff and asked to prop-
erly propagate the informa-
tion about the camp to be
organized in advance.
During the inspection, he
was accompanied by
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Zone
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Shivajinagar Amitabh
Sharma, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra and
Zone Health Officer
Mahesh Pandey.

BMC Commissioner for segregation
of waste at collection points

Sarla Tiwari
BBhhiillaaii:: Sarla
Tiwari, wife of
retired BSP execu-
tive BP Tiwari, left
for heavenly
abode at the age
of 82 years. Funeral procession
will be taken out from her resi-
dence situated at MIG2/289,
Hudco on October 12 around
11:00 hrs and last rites of the
mortal remains will be per-
formed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was the mother
of BSP employee Rajesh Tiwari.

Obituary

EMD conducts successful commissioning of LD gas holder 
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RDA to take legal opinion before decision
on New Swagat Vihar case

Raipur, Oct 11: Raipur
Development Authority
(RDA) Board of Directors
on Tuesday decided to
send the proposal related
with much-talked New
Swagat Vihar scheme
which falls under the
Kamal Vihar Integrated
Township Scheme after
further scrutiny. RDA
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Dharmesh Kumar
Sahu has been entrusted
with the responsibility of
Nodal Officer for the en-
tire case related with New
Swagat Vihar scheme.
After going though the
legal provisions, the RDA

would come up with op-
tions and recommenda-
tions to the state govern-
ment to give a final call on
the issue.

Above decision was
taken at the meeting of
Board of Directors held
under the chairmanship
of RDA Chairman
Subhash Dhuppad.

It is notable that the
state government had is-

sued a circular on May 17
this year to take a decision
on controversial New
Swagat Vihar scheme and
had directed to take essen-
tial steps on five points.

According to the infor-
mation received, the Nodal
Officer would seek fresh
claims and objections and
would be published at pub-
lic platform before taking
a final decision.

Assembly Speaker underlines role of teacher in democracy

Raipur, Oct 11: The role
of teacher is very impor-
tant in a democracy.
Teacher is the only person
who gives direction and
momentum to the whole
society. In the present con-
text, the responsibility of
the teacher becomes very
high. Teacher should
work towards strengthen-
ing the democracy. Dr
Charandas Mahant,
Speaker of Chhattisgarh
State Legislative

Assembly, expressed such
views on the role of
teacher in democracy at
the state-level seminar or-
ganized by the
Association of Private
Professional Unaided
Colleges of Chhattisgarh
today. Dr Mahant was
present as chief guest at
the function.

He asked the teachers to
fully discharge their re-
sponsibility and continue
the work of spreading
awareness in the society,
which will strengthen
democracy and India’s
democracy will attain a
leading position in the
whole world. A teacher
spreads light in the socie-

ty, said School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam. He under-
lined role of teacher in ed-
ucating people and realis-
ing the idea of civilised
and beautiful society in
contemporary times.

Senior MLA and former
minister and patron of the
association, Satyanarayan
Sharma who was present
as special guest said in his
address that private col-
leges were facing many
challenges. The condition
of having 5 acres of land
has become mandatory in
starting a new college,
which is completely un-
fair, he said. If an institu-
tion wants to start a col-

lege in the middle of the
city, then it is impossible
to get 5 acres of land in-
side the city, said Sharma,
adding that such binding
conditions should be de-
clared void.

A teacher acts as a con-
duit of proper knowledge
to the people in a democra-
cy, said Association
President Dr Suresh
Shukla. According to him
only teacher can distin-
guish between Ram and
Ravan. A teacher can dis-
tinguish between right
and wrong in Kansh and
Krishna, he said, adding
that teacher can distin-
guish between right and
wrong in a democracy.

Image of Ch’garh
maligned with ED raid on

3 bureaucrats: Raman
Raipur, Oct 11: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
National Vice
President and for-
mer Chief
Minister Dr
Raman Singh on
Tuesday claimed
that Chhattisgarh
is ashamed with
the Enforcement
Directorate raid at the
premises of three Indian
Administrative Services
(IAS) Officers including sit-
ting District Collector.

Addressing a press con-
ference at his residence, the
former CM Dr Raman
Singh claimed that the
image of Chhattisgarh has
been maligned with the ED
raid at the three senior bu-
reaucrats including a sit-
ting District Collector. Dr
Singh also claimed that the
raids too have been con-
ducted at the Congress

leaders who are close asso-
ciates of Bhupesh Baghel.

He said that the
bureaucrats have
close associates
with the
Congmen should
refrain from mak-
ing political mo-
tives as just one
year of present

government is left. ED raid
is also a warning lesson to
the other bureaucrats who
are working at the behest of
Congmen. He further stat-
ed that no concrete develop-
ment works have been car-
ried out in Chhattisgarh
during the last four years
and the government
arrangements are now
been exposed one by one.
He also took a dig on re-
ported nexus of Congress
leaders with naxalites who
have been arrested from
neighbouring Telangana.

Mayor expresses displeasure over
delay in patchwork on roads

Raipur, Oct 11: Mayor
Aijaz Dhebar today held a
meeting to discuss 10-
point agenda of Raipur
Municipal Corporation’s
public works department
at Raipur Municipal
Corporation headquar-
ters. Expressing delay
over patch work to fill up
potholes on the roads he
instructed to impose fine
of Rs 25000 on concerned
contractor. He also
warned that contractors
repeating faults would be
directly blacklisted in fu-
ture. The meeting was at-
tended by MiC member
Gyanesh Sharma, Sunder
Jogi, Additional
Commissioner Abhishek
Agrawal and other senior
officials.

In the beginning patch-
work was discussed. The
representative of a Delhi
based company which has

brought the road doctor
machine was also called
in the meeting. He said
that patch work was being
carried out at 80 square
feet of road every day. He
also said that another ma-
chine arrived which will
start working in a day or
two. He excused slow-
down in pace of work cit-
ing the weather. Annoyed
over his excuse the Mayor
said that even when
weather was good in
March-April the pace of

work was slow. The
Mayor told officials to im-
pose fine on the contrac-
tor. Officers of all the ten
zones were asked the
number of potholes on
the Bituminous roads in
their respective zones. It
was revealed that there
are 1294 potholes across
the city. According to the
Mayor number of
pothomes may be much
higher and if the number
of road doctor machines
is not increased then it
will take a lot of time to
repair the potholes.
Another asphalt contrac-
tor was called to the meet-
ing. The work of repair-
ing the pit is done by him
with a paver machine. He
was asked to fill eight to
ten pits from Amapara
Chowk to Lakhenagar
Chowk. He was asked to
do this work within a day

or two. After this the qual-
ity of those filled pits will
be checked. If the quality
turns out to be good, then
all the zones will be asked
to do the same work. The
pitching machine works
at a higher speed than the
road doctor machine.
This will fill the pits very
soon.

MIC member Gyanesh
Sharma also appeared
angry while discussing
the mayor’s fund. He said
that the files that came
out of the zones have to be
searched where they got
stuck. He said that work
is done for the facilities to
the common citizens.
Files should not be stuck.
Subjects fund of Rs 15
lakh, development fee,
road barrier fee, mainte-
nance item, new asphalt
roads were also discussed
in the meeting.

State-level seminar
by Association of
Private Professional
Unaided Colleges 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1111::  Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organizes
‘Pension Adalat’ programme
for redressal of the grievances
received from pensioners by
the Assistant P.F.
Commissioner. The time
schedule of the programme
scheduled for  October 18th,
2022 is as under EPF
Pensioner- 11.00 am to 01.00
pm at  Conference Hall, 1st
Floor, Bhawisyanidhi Bhawan,
Pandri, Raipur.

The concerned pensioners

are requested to send their
specific grievance on or before
October 17 positively through
postal mode or by visiting
office, super scribing “Pension
Adalat” on the envelope.  It
should also be noted that the
complete PF Account number/
PPO number and other neces-
sary and relevant service
details/particulars along with
available documentary evi-
dences in support of the griev-
ance should explicitly be men-
tioned/enclosed.  All the con-
cerned are requested to avail
this opportunity.

Pension Adalat on October 18

Sanjeev Kumar takes charge 
as new DRM, Raipur div

Raipur, Oct 11: Sanjeev Kumar took
charge as new DRM of SECR Raipur
Division. He succeeds Shyam Sunder
Gupta. Sanjeev Kumar prior to his pres-
ent assignment was working with North
Central Railway as CEDE. He did his B
Tech Electrical Engineering  from IIT
Delhi and M Tech Power System. He
worked in different posts prior to his
joining as DRM Raipur. Soon after taking charge he met
the branch heads in an informal meeting and stressed on
increasing revenue, enhancement in passenger ameni-
ties and passenger safety.

CM inaugurates a high-level bridge on Sakri river
Kabirdham, Oct 11:
During ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugurat-
ed a high-level bridge worth
Rs. 9.10 cr that has been con-
structed on the Sakri river
of National Highway No. 30
of Kawardha city.
Addressing the people, he
said that this bridge will
mark a new chapter in the
development of this district
and is also the highest
bridge in the city. After the
construction of this high-
level bridge, all-season con-
nectivity will be available
with the Mandala and
Jabalpur of Madhya
Pradesh and nearby dis-
tricts like Mungeli,
Bemetara, and Bilaspur

Headquater. The people of
the Kabirdham thanked the
Chief Minister for fulfilling
the long-awaited demand
for the bridge.

A 100-year-old British-era
low-level bridge on the
Sakri river of National
Highway (NH) No. 30 gets
flooded during monsoon

and people were not able to
use the bridge. This bridge
needed to be replaced with a
new high-level bridge.
Cabinet Minister and
Kawardha MLA
Mohammad Akbar had re-
quested the Chief Minister
to give the approval for the
construction of a high-level

bridge across the Sakri
river to have proper devel-
opment of the Kabirdham
district. Chief Minister ap-
proved  Rs 9.10 cr for the
construction of a high-level
bridge. Akbar also per-
formed Bhoomi Pujan for
the construction of the
bridge and was monitoring
himself to complete the
bridge construction in the
stipulated time, as a result
of which the high-level
bridge has been completed
in just 9 months. This
bridge will connect Madhya
Pradesh and Raipur-
Mungeli-Bilaspur.

A 90 meters long and 16
meters wide bridge has
been made on the Sakri
river of Raipur-Kawardha-

Jabalpur National Highway
No. 30. A 100-year-old
British-era low-level bridge
on the Sakri river of
National Highway number
30 gets flooded during mon-
soon and people were not
able to use the bridge. Now
administrative approval has
been given for replacing the
old low-level bridge with a
new high-level bridge. The
construction work of the
bridge started on 27
January 2020 and was com-
pleted in just 9 months. The
workforce involved in the
construction of this bridge
includes engineers from the
chief engineer to the sub-
engineer, 15-20 skilled work-
ers, and 40-50 unskilled
workers at the site.

Ch’garh eves register 87 runs

win in T-20 cricket tournament
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 11:
Chhattisgarh Women
Cricket team won the
match against Sikkim by
87 runs in the Senior
Women T-20 trophy
being organized under
the aegis of BCCI at
Pawar Cricket Academy
Mumbai. Electing to bat
first, the Chhattisgarh
Women scored 176 runs
for just 2 wickets. Shivi
Pandey scored maxi-
mum 87 runs for

Chhattisgarh whereas
Aishwarya Singh too
scored 56 runs from just
40 balls to help
Chhattisgarh put a com-
manding total.

In reply, the Sikkim
team were bundled out
for just 89 runs. Pranshu
Priya and Urmila
Harina claimed two
wickets each for
Chhattisgarh whereas
Manpreet Kaur also
claimed on wicket.
Chhattisgarh won the
match by 87 runs.

Benefited from CM’s nutrition
campaign scheme

BBiijjaappuurr,,  OOcctt  1111::  Malnutrition
remains a serious problem in the
present time. Many such schemes
are being implemented from the
government level to get rid of
malnutrition level. This has con-
tributed a lot to the eradication of
malnutrition. At present, the Chief
Minister’s Nutrition Campaign is
being conducted through
Anganwadi Centres, is going.

Under the Integrated Child
Development Project,
Bhairamgarh’s sector Patarpara,
the weight of the boy/ girl record-
ed in the Anganwadi Centre,
Odasha is taken every day, on the
basis of this weight, the malnutri-
tion level of the children can be
measured. In addition, children
affected by malnutrition are iden-
tified. 

During this, Monika Mandavi
was identified as a malnourished
child by Anganwadi worker Sevati
Thakur. The girl child Monika
Mandavi was born on 18 October
2019 in Bhairamgarh Hospital.
The weight of the girl child at
birth was 2.500 kg. Due to which
the child became severely mal-

nourished. Seeing Monika’s con-
dition, her mother Lakhmi
Mandavi was worried.
Simultaneously, after seeing the
condition of the child by activist
Sevati Thakur, the girl was admit-
ted to (Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centre) Bhairamgarh.

During the 15-day recruitment
in the Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centre, advice was given to take
proper care of the girl child and
eat a balanced diet in the right
way. In an interval of 2-3 days,
Anganwadi worker Sevati Thakur
used to visit the nutrition rehabil-
itation centre to see the well-
being of the girl child. During this
time the child improved a lot.
During the home visit by

Anganwadi worker Sevati Thakur
and Sector Supervisor, during the
home visit, the mother of the girl
Monika was given information
about early breastfeeding, contin-
uous breastfeeding for 6 months,
as well as the above diet and
hygiene, vaccination from time to
time. 

Sevati Thakur and Sector
Supervisor explained. After 15
days, after returning home from
the Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centre, the mother of the child
was asked by the Anganwadi
worker and Mitanin, Bijadutir
Volunteer to prepare the nutrition
body at home. Monika’s mother
was told by the Anganwadi work-
er that the child and their mother
were asked to come to the
Anganwadi centre daily. Presently
the weight of Monica Mandavi is 9
kg which is in normal level. Today,
in view of the improvement in the
condition of their child, the par-
ents and family of the child
expressed their gratitude to the
Government Administration and
the Women and Child
Development Department.

BJP and Gagda should stop making false allegations: Mandavi

Bijapur, Oct 11: On
Tuesday, the District
Congress Committee (DCC),
Bijapur, organized a press
conference and turned
down the allegations of BJP
and Mahesh Gagda out-
rightly. In the press confer-
ence, Bijapur MLA Vikram
Mandavi said that “no one
is above the law, if someone
does wrong, the law will
take its course and action
will be taken according to
the law.” Mandavi said that
former MLA Mahesh Gagda
should first please tell that
who is a Naxalite and action
will definitely be taken
against them. He said that
no Congress worker is relat-
ed to Naxalites. Mandavi
also said during his press

conference that if Mahesh
Gagda knows that any
Congress worker is related
to Naxalites and he has evi-
dence in that regard, then
he should complain about it
to the administration.
Mahesh Gagda says that
Naxalites have taken mem-
bership of Congress party
and if Mahesh Gagda
knows any such Naxalites
who have taken member-
ship of Congress party, then
they should make public the
names of such people,
Mandavi added.

MLA Mandavi further
charged that people like
Dantewada BJP Vice

President Jagat Pujari,
Kanker MP representative
Dharmendra Chopra,
Bhairamgarh BJP Mandal
President Guttaram
Kashyap were directly relat-
ed to Naxalites. There are
other BJP leaders also who
are related to Naxalites, in
the coming time, the
Congress will also disclose
those names.

Vikram Mandavi said in
a press conference that the
Congress party has lost
many of its leaders in
Naxalite incidents, the
biggest example of which is
the Jheeram Ghati incident.
Apart from this, there are

big Congress leaders like
Late Budhram Rana, Late
Sika Manjhi, Late Budhram
Kashyap of the district who
have been lost by the
Congress party.

Vikram Mandavi said
that Mahesh Gagda should
also tell that who is creating
pressure in the name of
Naxalites in the district,
which officials are being in-
timidated, they should
make those names public.
Vikram Mandavi further
said that “Now Mahesh
Gagda has also alleged that
Congress people are intimi-
dating BJP people in the
name of Naxalites, then
mandavi wants to ask
Gagda that if BJP workers
were intimidated in the
name of Naxalites. If so,
then how Congress workers
have entered BJP in
Madded and Bhairamgarh,
and why did BJP gave them
entry. Vikram Mandavi

turned down the allegations
by Gagda saying that he was
not present to pay homage
to a soldier who got mar-
tyred in Pamed area and
added that on that day he
was in Bhopalpatnam.
Mandavi questioned as to
why Gagda is restoring to
such cheap lies. He further
said that Mahesh Gagda
and the people of BJP are
continuously lying. BJP is
focusing only to mislead
and misleading the people
so that their politics keep
shining like dying lamp and
they remain in the media,
he alleged.

DCC President Lalu
Rathore said that “It is clear
from the tactful character of
BJP and Mahesh Gagda
that later has again written
a letter to the union home
minister and started misus-
ing them by pressurizing
the constitutional institu-
tions.

Medical college will be opened

in Kabirdham district
Kabirdham, Oct 11: During
Bhent Mulaqat program at
Kawardha Assembly
Constituency of Kabirdham dis-
trict, Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel announced opening of
medical college in the district.
Chief Minister Baghel said in
this regard that MP Rahul
Gandhi had promised to open a
medical college in Kabirdham
district on the demand of the
people during his stay in
Kawardha.

In fulfillment of his promise
and keeping in view the demand
of locals, the state government
has decided to establish a med-
ical college in the district. The
officials were instructed to sub-
mit proposals for the new med-
ical college soon. On this occa-
sion District in-charge and
Health Minister T.S. Singhdeo,
MLA Kawardha and Forest
Minister Mohammad Akbar and
MLA Pandariya Mamta
Chandrakar were also present.

Demand for 10% DA before Diwali

Raipur, Oct 11:
Karmachari Adhikaro
Mahasangh has wel-
comed the 5th installment
of 7th PC arrears pay-
ment. It needs to be men-
tioned here, a delegation
of Mahasangh led by GS
O P Sharma had entered
into an agreement with
the government on Augist
13, 2022 and accordingly

the demand for 7th PC ar-
rears has been accepted.
Mahadangh demanded
10% DA bite before
Diwali and mentioned
that 4% DA bite was an-
nounced some time back
but state government
staff fall back by 10% DA
when compared to other
state employees.
Mahasangh also demand-
ed that payment of
October salary before
October 24 as like previ-
ous years.

Dr Grace Pinto receives
‘Lifetime Achievement Award’
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 11: Dr Grace
Pinto, Managing Director,
Ryan International
Group of Institutions re-
ceived the “Lifetime
Achievement Award
2022” for her commend-
able contribution and ex-
ceptional work in the edu-
cation sector. The award
was presented by
Prithvirajsing Roopun,
GCSK, President of the
Republic of Mauritius in
the presence of Mrs
Leela Devi Dookun-
Luchoomun, Vice-Prime
Minister, Minister of
Education, Tertiary
Education, Science &
Technology, Alan Ganoo,
Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mrs K Nandini
Singla, High
Commissioner of India,
Mauritius and other dis-
tinguished dignitaries
during the Excellence in
Education Awards 2022

organized by the
Intelligence Minds Trust
in Collaboration with the
Ministry of Education-
Government of
Mauritius on 6th October
2022 at Mauritius.

Speaking about the
award Dr. Grace Pinto
said, “I am grateful to my
Lord Jesus Christ for this
prestigious honour and
his blessings upon the
Ryan Fraternity. We ac-

knowledge the support
and collaborative efforts
of our stakeholders – the
parents, staff and stu-
dents in achieving
greater milestones in the
segment of education.
We at Ryan Group contin-
ue to be committed to our
vision and mission of
nurturing lifelong learn-
ers and responsible citi-
zen leaders through holis-
tic education.”

Record 5.4 lakh units vehicles
sold during Navratri: FADA

Raipur, Oct 11: Vehicle
retail sales in the country
rose 57 per cent during the
Navratri festival this year,
clocking a record sales of
nearly 5.4 lakh units,
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations said
on Monday. Total vehicle
retail sales between
September 26 and October
5, 2022, stood at 5,39,227
units compared to 3,42,459
units sold during Navratri
last year, FADA said in a
statement. The sales regis-
tered this year were also a
record, bettering the previ-
ous best of 4,66,128 units in
Navratri of 2019, it added.
Navratri sales show that
customers are back in
showrooms after a gap of
three years, FADA
President Manish Raj
Singhania said. As per the
FADA data, two-wheeler
retail sales in this year’s
Navratri stood at 3,69,020
units against 2,42,213 units
during the festive period

last year, showing a
growth of 52.35 per cent.
Compared to 3,55,851 units
clocked in the Navratri of
the pre-Covid year 2019 the
two-wheeler sales growth
was 3.7 per cent.

“Two-wheeler category,
which was continuously
showing weakness when
compared to pre-Covid
months, also registered
single-digit growth,”
Singhania said. Passenger
vehicle sales during this
year’s Navratri stood at
1,10,521 units against
64,850 units last year, a

growth of 70.43 per cent,
FADA said. Similarly,
commercial vehicle retail
also grew by 48.25 per cent
to 22,437 units from 15,135
units sold in Navratri last
year.

The growth was also
witnessed in the three-
wheeler category, which
posted sales of 19,809
units in Navratri this year
compared to 9,203 units
last year. Tractor sales
also jumped 57.66 per cent
to 17,440 units from 11,062
units sold in Navratri
2021. “We now hope that
this trend continues till
Deepawali so that apart
from passenger vehicle
dealers, who will see a
decade high during this
festive, the two-wheeler
dealers also have a good
season and hence helps
them liquidate their
stock, which they have
built in anticipation of a
good festive,” Singhania
said.

Two stationery supply agencies
blacklisted for three years

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 11: Two
agencies of the city
have been blacklisted
for not providing sta-
tionery in government
offices at the accepted
minimum rate of ten-
der. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure
took this action after
taking note of inter-
ruption in government
work and violation of
tender conditions. The
JV Sales, Amlidih and
Akansha Traders
Rajatalab Raipur have
also been debarred by
the district administra-
tion from participating
in any government ten-
der for three years.
With this action both
the agencies lost securi-

ty deposit of Rs 15000
each.

According to the or-
ders issued lowest ten-
der rates of both the
agencies were ap-
proved in tender for sta-
tionery and computer
sationery for collec-
torate in the year 2022-
23. District and
Sessions Judge, Raipur
and Deputy Inspector
General of Police and
Senior Superintendent
of Police Office and
Chairman Inter-depart-
mental Lead Agency
Road Safety Office had
placed order before
Akansha Traders for
JK Copier Paper of A-4
size at lowest rate of
tender. Akanksha
Traders did not provide
the material to all these
offices at the prescribed
rate. A show cause no-
tice was issued to the
agency in this regard.
In response to the no-
tice, reconciliation
reply was not submit-

ted by the agency.
Receipt of material
supplied by it or copy of
the bill was also not fur-
nished. Taking action
on this, the collector
put Akanksha Traders
in the black list for the
next three years.

Similarly District
Returning Officer
placed demand order
before JV Sales for pro-
viding contingency reg-
ister, But the agency
did not provide the reg-
ister to election office.
On this a show cause
notice was issued to the
agency.

In response to the no-
tice, conciliatory reply
was not furnished by
the agency and no rele-
vant documents were
also submitted. Taking
action on this, the col-
lector blacklisted JK
Sales for the next three
years. With this, the se-
curity deposit of the
agency has been 
forfeited.

Continuous work is being done for
upliftment of tribals in Ch’garh: CM

KKaabbiirrddhhaamm,,  OOcctt  1111::  “Soon after
the formation of the new gov-
ernment in Chhattisgarh, con-
tinuous works are being done
for the protection and uplift-
ment of the tribal community.
Tribals would not be deprived
of the reservation benefits in
the state in any way”, said
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. 

He was addressing the
Adivasi Samaj Sammelan
organized in Kawardha late on
Monday. On this occasion
Health Minister TS Singh Deo,

Forest and Climate Change
Minister Mohammad Akbar,
Pandariya MLA Mamta
Chandrakar and office bearers
of Adivasi Samaj were present
in large numbers.

Baghel added saying that
various schemes are being
implemented in the state for
the welfare and upliftment of
the tribal community. The
development of ‘Devgudi’ and
‘Ghotul’ is being done on a pri-
ority basis to give a new identi-
ty and promote the tribal cul-
ture in the state. The Grand

National Tribal Dance Festival
is being organized to introduce
the tribal culture of
Chhattisgarh to the country
and the world. 

Chief Minister Baghel
announced the construction of
a museum of Baiga Samaj—a
special backward tribe of
Chhattisgarh—at Bhoramdev
for the preservation and pro-
motion of their rich culture and
tradition. He also announced to
upgrade Post Matric Hostel at
Kawardha from 50 seater to
100 seater and the construc-

tion of an additional room at
Adivasi Mangal Bhawan in
Kawardha. Besides, he
announced giving financial aid
of Rs 3 lakh to Radhana Meravi,
a student of the Government
Higher Secondary School
Rengakhar Jungle in Bodla
block for her higher studies.
She had got selected for IIT
Kharagpur. Baghel congratu-
lated her and gave her best
wishes for her further studies. 

Chief Minister Baghel said
that while ensuring effective
implementation of the Forest
Rights Act in the state, we have
secured the rights of tribals on
‘Jal-Jungle-Zameen’ (water-for-
est-land). We have started pro-
viding forestland rights in the
reserve areas as well. This has
restored the confidence of trib-
als in government. Speaking
about the initiatives undertak-
en by the state government for
the upliftment of tribals in the
state, Baghel said that the
remuneration for tendupatta

collection has been increased
from Rs. 2500 per standard bag
to Rs. 4000 per standard bag.
Similarly, by making arrange-
ments for the collection and
sale of 65 types of minor forest
produce at support price, its
processing, and value addition
at the local level, our govern-
ment has not only increased
the income of the tribals but
also created employment
opportunities for them at the
local level. 

In addition, proper arrange-
ments have been made for the
collection and purchase of
small cereal crops like Kodo-
kutki and ragi by fixing their
support price. Besides,  22
types of products are being
prepared by our women groups
through the processing of
nutritionally rich small cereal
crops. In this, hundreds of peo-
ple are getting employment
through self-help groups and
they have also got a new
source of income.
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Tribals of the state
will not be deprived
of the reservation
benefits, says CM

Baghel announced
construction of
museum of Baiga
Samaj in
Bhoramdev

Collector’s action
for not providing
materials at tender
rate

Welcomes arrears
payment of 7th PC 

Stop confusing the
people of Bijapur:
Rathore

Poonam Chand
Agrawal

Raipur: Poonam
C h a n d
A g r a w a l ,
R/o Ashoka
R a t n a ,
breathed his

last here on Tuesday.
He was brother of
Naresh, Ashok and
Subhash Agrawal and
father of Sharad
Agrawal. The final
rites will be held on Oct
12 at Marwari cremato-
rium at 9:30 am.

OBITUARY
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Amarkantak, Oct 11: 

A mega medical camp
was organized at Janjatiya
Kalyana Kendra(JJKK),
Mahakaushal Bargaon.
Every year the JJKK organ-
izes such mega medical
camps for the benefit of the
local tribal communities.
However, this year the or-
ganizers planned a grand
fervor with a view to cover
six districts, including
Anuppur, Dindori Mandla,
Umaria, Balaghat and
Shahdol. The camp was in-
augurated by Ms. Kajal
Jhawla SDM Shahpura.
Other dignitaries were also
present in the inaugural
session on the dais. Later,
Collector Ratnakar Jha vis-
ited the camp and observed
the arrangement. It was a
mega medical camp where
about 200 doctors offered
their services at this mega
medical camp; the doctors
arrived from various
places, including Jabalpur,
Bilaspur, Indore, Delhi,
Bhopal, and Gwalior. As

many as 6524 patients were
given treatment at this
mega medical camp from
six neighboring districts.
Treatment for various dis-
eases includes Ear, Dental,
Mental, Covid, Orthopedics,
heart, skin, PWDs, kidney,
sickle cell, liver, Gynecology,
sickle cell, etc. The premises
were overcrowded, and esti-
mated that about 10000 peo-
ple visited this mega-med-
ical camp. Nutritious food is
also arranged for all the vis-
itors. About 68 counters
were arranged for giving
treatment at this event. 40

counters were designated
for doctors and five coun-
ters for registration, and
two for inquiry. A special
camp for the disabled to
issue the PWD certificate
and tricycle distribution
and supply of artificial
limbs was also arranged by
the Ministry of Social
Justice, Govt of India, and
Madhya Pradesh. Hearing
aids are also supplied at this
camp. It is reported that
about 800 PWD certificates
were issued. Besides the
Tricycles, Motorized and
normal and stretcher cycles

were also distributed. The
campsitewas overcrowded
with masses. However, all
the necessary arrange-
ments, including medicine,
food, and transportation for
the disabled, were
arranged. All the line de-
partment officials, includ-
ing health, education, tribal
welfare, police, revenue, dis-
abled welfare etc, participat-
ed and helped in the smooth
conduct of the event. The
patients expressed happi-
ness for organizing such a
big event at their premises
and thanked the JJKK for
such an initiative all the pa-
tients and attendants
signed off with cheered
smiles. The disabled who re-
ceived the tricycles were
joyed and expressed their
gratitude to JJKK for mak-
ing them free from all the
hurdles that they had faced
all these days. The event
ended with a vote of thanks
and appreciation to all the
doctors and the volunteers
who rendered their services
at this camp.

Mega health camp 
held at JJKK Bargaon 

6524 patients receive treatment

Folk sports getting a boost from Ch’garhia Olympics: Jangde
RRaajjiimm,,  OOcctt  1111::  Chhattisgarhia Olympic competition in Chaubebandha, is going on with people actively participating in the event. Gothan

Samiti President Vishnu Ram Jangde, who arrived as the chief guest in the program, said that by organizing such competitions by the state

government the folk sports of Chhattisgarh is geeting a boost and its far-reaching results will be seen. Shera Jangde, president of Rajiv Yuva

Mitan Club, told that this program will continue and women, men and children of all classes are participating.As per the results of the sports

event, Roshni Sahu stood first in Billas,Chandni Sahu in Langdi race, Vaibhav Sahu first in Bati, second Ved Kumar Sahu, third Bhupesh Sonkar

and  Durgavati team became the winner in Kabaddi Women.  In the 100 meter race, Chetna Sonkar, Chandni Sahu and Geeta Pal stood first

second and third respectively. In the girl’s category under 18 years, Shabnam Yadav, Chitralekha Sahu, and Damayantin stood third. Giving

further information, Rajiv Mitan Youth Club President Shera Jangde said that all the participants are playing at village level first, if selected;

they will get a chance to play at block, district and state level also. He also informed that all the winning participants will be rewarded at the

village level. The cooperation of primary and middle school teachers in this program is noteworthy, he said.
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Partial solar eclipse on Oct 25 

Kolkata, Oct 11 (PTI): 

During the Diwali festival
on October 25, there will be
a partial solar eclipse which
will be visible from the city
as well as from most parts of
the country, astrophysicist
Debi Prasad Duari said.

The eastern metropolis,
however, will be able to wit-
ness the partial solar
eclipse, the second in 2022,
for a very small duration,
the celestial phenomenon
will be better observed in
the northern and western
regions of the country, he
said.

The eclipse will not be ob-
served from north eastern
India as the celestial phe-
nomenon will be occurring
after the sunset in those re-
gions, Duari said.

Apart from India, the
October 25-partial cosmic
affair will be visible from
most parts of Europe,
northern Africa, the Middle
East, and parts of Asia,
Duari elaborated.

“The partial solar eclipse
will begin in Iceland at
around 14:29 hours IST and
will be seen at its maximum

from Russia at 16:30 hours
(IST). It will end at around
18:32 hours (IST) over the
Arabian Sea,” he told PTI
while sharing information
on the celestial event.

“The eastern part of the
country will see the partial
eclipse only marginally, that
also during the sunset. The
northern and western part
of the country is a better lo-
cation to observe the partial
eclipse with a better view
and for a longer period of
time.

“During the new moon
(Amavasya) the Sun, Moon
and Earth almost come in a
linear configuration, where-
by from earth we can see the
moon without any sunlight
falling on it. But at times, as
on October 25, the Sun,
Moon and Earth will almost
be on the same plane result-
ing in the moon appearing
to cover the Sun partially
for a period of time causing
a partial Solar Eclipse,” he
explained.

In and around the me-
tropolis, the partial eclipse
will begin at around 16:52
hours, the maximum occur-
ring at 17:01 hours, and will
cease to be seen at 17:03
hours at the sunset, Duari
said.

“Even at the maximum

eclipse, only 4 per cent of
the lighted disc of the set-
ting Sun will be covered by
the Moon,” he said.

In the north Bengal town
of Siliguri, the celestial phe-
nomenon will be occurring
between 16:41 and 16:59
hours and during the maxi-
mum eclipse (at around
16:56 hours) about 8.91 per
cent of the Sun will be cov-
ered by the Moon’s disc,
Duari stated.

“In New Delhi, it will
commence at around 16:29
hours and end with the sun-
set at 18:09 hours with the
maximum eclipse to occur
at 17:42 hours when the Sun
will be obscured by the
Moon by an amount of only
24.5 per cent,” Duari said.

Jaisalmer in Rajasthan
will experience the eclipse
from 16:26 hours to 18:09
hours with the maximum at
around 17:30 hours. when
the disc of the Sun will be
obscured by 42.5 per cent.

“In Mumbai, the eclipse
will begin at 16:49 hours
with the maximum occur-
ing at around 17:42 hours. It
will end at 18:09 hours,
when the Sun appears to go
down the Arabian Sea at
sunset. Here, the Sun’s disc
will be covered by about 24.5
per cent,” he added.

In southern and central
India, the eclipse will be
again observed just before
the sunset with Nagpur ex-
periencing the eclipse dur-
ing 16:49 to 17:42 hours. In
Bengaluru, the eclipse will
begin at 17:12 hours, reach-
ing its maximum at 17:49
hours and ending at 17:55
hours during the sunset.
Chennai will have the
eclipse during 17:14 to 17:44
hours, the astrophysicist
said.

The next major solar
eclipse to be visible from
India will be an annular
eclipse on May 21, 2031
when the annularity can be
observed from a narrow
patch of land in south India,
he said.

Three years later, on
March 20, 2034, the next
total solar eclipse will be
visible from India and the
totality will be observed
from the northernmost part
of Kashmir.

On both occasions, the
whole country will observe
a partial eclipse of varying
magnitude depending upon
its geographical location,
Duari said.

Another partial eclipse
can be seen from the north-
ern part of India on June, 1,
2030.

‘Bommai panic stricken over response
to Bharat Jodo Yatra in K’taka’

Chitradurga (K’taka), Oct 11 (PTI): 

The Congress hit out at
the BJP on Tuesday, saying
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai is panic
stricken over the response
that the Bharat Jodo Yatra
is getting in his state and ac-
cused him of running a
“corrupt” and “incompe-
tent” government.

Congress in-charge of
Karnataka Randeep
Surjewala said Bommai
should stop befooling people
and posed a set of 10 ques-
tions to him, asking why
has he not taken action in
corruption cases.

The remarks came as
Bommai and BJP strong-
man B S Yediyurappa start-
ed their Jana Sankalpa
Yatra on Tuesday.

“Panic stricken by the sea
of people marching in
BharatJodoYatra, CM
Bommai-Yediyurappa begin
their ‘Plane-Helicopter’
Yatra today.

“First, People of
Karnataka want answers —
Was BSY removed as CM on
charges of corruption? Has
a corruption FIR lodged
against him now by
Lokayukta? Isn’t BJP gov-

ernment known
Nationwide as
‘ 4 0 P e r c e n t S a rk a r a ’ ? ”
Surjewala asked on Twitter.

“Isn’t #PayCM the buzz-
word on everyone’s mouth?
Why have you not taken ac-
tion on 40% commission
complaint of ‘contractors’
association’? Why have you
not acted on the 40% com-
mission complaint of 13,000
Private Schools
Association?” he asked.

The Congress leader also
asked why has even Matta’s
Swamiji accused the
Bommai government of 40-
per cent commission and
why Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MLAs themselves are
accusing the government as
“most corrupt”. “Why are
your own MLAs saying

even CM post is on sale for
?2,500 crores? Haven’t your
own ministers saying that
there is no government in
Karnataka and you are just
passing time?” Surjewala
asked.

“Mr. Bommai, the plain
truth is...you have zero
plans, zero vision for
Karnataka — yours is a
zero-sum game. You lord
over the most corrupt gov-
ernment in India. Your in-
competence is becoming
legendary and your mal-ad-
ministration is exemplary.
Stop fooling people, people
will defeat you,” the
Congress leader said in a se-
ries of tweets. Bommai and
Yediyurappa launched the
saffron party’s yatra in the
southern state from
Raichur on Tuesday, in the
run-up to the Assembly
polls next year.

The two leaders are
scheduled to cover 52
Assembly segments by
December 25 as part of the
Jana Sankalpa Yatra.

The ruling party’s tour
begins at a time when the
Congress’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra, led by Rahul Gandhi,
is passing through
Karnataka.

Now, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme includes
skilling, menstrual hygiene awareness

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

The Centre has re-
vised its flagship ‘Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao’
scheme to include
skilling of girls, increas-
ing their enrolment in
secondary education,
raising awareness about
menstrual hygiene, and
promulgating elimina-
tion of child marriages,
a senior official said.

Speaking at the na-
tional conference on
skilling in non-tradi-
tional livelihoods for
girls, Women and Child
Development Secretary
Indevar Pandey said
focus will also be made

on removing the barri-
ers that stop girls from
pursuing diverse liveli-
hood opportunities.

“The Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao (BBBP) scheme
has been revised, and it
has a new and refresh-
ing look. Some of the
new aims we have for
the scheme include to
ensure 1 per cent incre-
ment in enrolment at
secondary level and
skilling of girls and
women every year, raise
awareness about safe
menstrual hygiene, and
promulgate elimination
of child marriages.
These are the new ele-
ments being included in

BBBP,” he said.
An operational manu-

al to implement the
scheme in districts was
also launched at the
event.

“It has BBBP activity
calender that has been
streamlined to aid the
districts to implement
the scheme in sustained
and inclusive manner
throughout the year.

We will also focus on
removing the barriers
that stop girls from pur-
suing diverse livelihood.
We will also try to form
a system that will en-
able girls to be exactly
who they want to be in
future,” Pandey said.

‘Disciples’ of JP sacrificed his ideology, 
joined hands with Cong: Shah

Sitab Diara (Bihar), Oct 11 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in an apparent
dig at the
Mahagathbandhan gov-
ernment in Bihar on
Tuesday said that those
who claim themselves to
be disciples of
Jayaprakash Narayan
have sacrificed his social-
ist ideology to sit in the
“lap” of Congress for
power.

Addressing a rally here
at the birthplace of the
hero of the anti-
Emergency movement,
popularly known as JP, in
Saran district after unveil-

ing a 15-feet high statue of
the socialist icon, Shah
also targeted Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.

“JP fought for ideology
and no power. But those
who do politics in his
name have changed sides
five times for power and
are sitting in the lap of the
same Congress against
which he fought for all his
life. He is power hungry
and for power, he sacri-
ficed JP’s ideologies and
joined hands with the
Congress,” the home min-
ister said.

“He has nothing to do
with the ideologies of JP,”
Shah said, in an apparent

reference to Kumar who
dumped BJP to form a
new seven-party coalition
government.

He said that only Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is working for the poor
and the weaker sections of
the society, for whom JP
was concerned.

“This is the reason why
the Centre launched
Antyodaya Anna Yojna
and Ujjwala Yojna, among
others. He (Modi) is a firm
believer in JP’s ideology,”
the home minister said.

Shah also credited the
prime minister for the in-
stallation of JP’s statue, a
project of the union cul-

ture ministry.
“The Hazaribagh jail es-

cape of JP, his call for
‘total revolution’, his his-
toric address at Patna’s
Gandhi Maidan and his
struggle during the days of
Emergency are his lega-
cy,” he said.

UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath was also pres-
ent at the programme to
mark the 120th birth an-
niversary of the socialist
leader.

Adityanath said his gov-
ernment has done a lot for
the development of the
areas of Sitab Diara that
are in the jurisdiction of
Uttar Pradesh.

BJP leaders in ‘hate speech’ row:
Cong urges SC to issue directives
New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Tuesday demanded im-
mediate action over the
alleged hate speeches by
BJP MP Parvesh Verma
and BJP MLA Nand
Kishor Gurjar, and urged
the Supreme Court to
issue directives after tak-
ing cognisance of the
matter.

Congress spokesper-
son Supriya Shrinate
asked why Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is silent on the issue and
said she hoped that Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal will gather the

courage to speak for the
people of the city. Several
purported videos of in-
flammatory speeches
made at the ‘Virat Hindu
Sabha’ have come up on-
line.

An FIR has been filed
against the Vishva Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and the
other organisers of the
Sunday event in Delhi,
where certain speakers,
including the two BJP
lawmakers, allegedly de-
livered hate speeches.
The case was filed for al-
legedly holding the event
without permission.

Shrinate said,
“Parvesh Verma has

been caught on camera
asking for a boycott of a
certain community. He
also incited hatred, so did
Gurjar one of the BJP
MLAs from UP,
Ghaziabad.”

“Nothing has been
done, what is the police
waiting for, why is PM
not speaking. Why have
the courts not taken cog-
nisance, what is Mr
Arvind Kejriwal doing,
and if this is not
hypocrisy then we won-
der what is,” the
Congress spokesperson
said at a press conference
at the AICC headquar-
ters here.

‘Cong has outsourced 
contract of abusing me’

Jamkandorna (Gujarat), Oct 11 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said the Congress
has outsourced the con-
tract of abusing him.

Addressing a rally in
Jamkandorna town of
Rajkot district in Gujarat
ahead of the state
Assembly polls due this
year-end, Modi warned
BJP workers and support-
ers to be aware of the
Congress which, he said,
has stopped abusing him
and is “working silently”
to capture rural votes.

“In the last 20 years,
those who were against
Gujarat left no stone un-
turned to defame the state.
They hurled choicest abus-
es against me, including
calling me maut ka sauda-

gar’,” the prime minister
said.

“They have suddenly
gone silent. They have out-
sourced the contract of
creating ruckus, making
noise and abusing me, to

others. They are silently
going to villages and ask-
ing people for votes,” Modi
said, without naming the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
the new entrant to the poll
fray in Gujarat.

“I should warn you
against this silent strategy
of the opposition party. I
know this as this is being
controlled by those who
are known to conspire
against Gujarat from
Delhi,” the PM said.

He told the people to ask
Congress leaders if they
visited the Statue of Unity,
built in Gujarat in the hon-
our of India’s first home
minister Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

“Those who don’t re-
spect son of soil Sardar
Patel should not have any
place in Gujarat,” Modi
said.

“If the government acts
against the corrupt, a
group shouts against us;
should I not act against
those involved in looting
people,” he added.

DRUG HAUL

Police pose for the media after recovering 9.46 kgs of heroin in Karimganj. 

PROTEST RALLY

Women from Navi Mumbai and Raigad take part in protest rally against water crisis
at Belapur, in Navi Mumbai, Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Suicide
 Mumbai: The chief of

the Maharashtra BJP’s
Beed district unit al-
legedly committed sui-
cide by shooting him-
self with a licensed re-
volver at his house on
Tuesday, police said.
Bhagirath Biyani, the
chief of the BJP’s Beed
district unit, allegedly
shot himself in the
head with his licensed
revolver at his house in
Mira Nagar area in the
afternoon, an official
said.

Rescue
 Jammu: A tea seller

saved a wild deer that
ventured into a
human habitat from
being attacked by a
pack of stray dogs in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua dis-
trict on Tuesday, offi-
cials said. Kailash
Kumar was on way to
open his tea stall
when he noticed a
deer being attacked by
the dogs near
Shaheedi chowk in
the early hours of the
day, they said.

Mishap
 Rajgarh: A couple and

their seven-year-old son
were killed when an
unidentified vehicle hit
their motorcycle on a
national highway in
Rajgarh district of
Madhya Pradesh, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
The incident occurred
under Biaora police sta-
tion limits, 25 km away
from Rajgarh district
headquarters, on
Monday night when
Kalyan Singh Bairwa
(37), Guddi Bai (35) and
their son Ankush (7)
were returning to their
village after visiting
the famous Jalpa Devi
temple in Rajgarh, said
police officer
Ramkumar
Raghuwanshi.

RI
 Kota: A special court

in Rajasthan’s Bundi
has sentenced two
people to 20 years’ im-
prisonment for raping
a 20-year-old woman
with hearing and
speech impairment in
February 2020. The
court of judge Bal
Karishna Mishra on
Monday held Lalaram
Meena (24) and
Munesh Bairwa (23)
guilty under relevant
sections of the law, in-
cluding the Protection
of Children from
Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and also
slapped a fine of Rs 1
lakh on each of them,
public prosecutor
Mahaveer Prasad
Meghwal said.

Concern 
 Jaipur: Congress

leader Sachin Pilot on
Tuesday expressed
concern over damage
to crops due to exces-
sive rain in the Hadoti
region of Rajasthan
as he assessed losses
in his Assembly con-
stituency Tonk. He di-
rected officials to en-
sure timely assess-
ment of crop loss and
compensation for it.

Union Minister for
Women & Child
Development and
Minority Affairs Smriti
Irani at the National
Conference on Skilling in
Non- Traditional
Livelihood (NTL) for Girls
‘Betiyan Bane Kushal’
under the banner of Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao, on
the occasion of the
International Day of the
Girl Child, in New Delhi,
Tuesday.

PM Narendra Modi being felicitated during a public meet-

ing, at Jamkandorna in Rajkot district, Tuesday.

Randeep Surjewala

Will be visible from
most parts of India
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SSeeoouull,,  OOcctt  1111  ((AAPP))::  South Korea
said Tuesday it’s capable of
detecting and intercepting the
variety of missiles North Korea
launched in a barrage of recent
simulated nuclear attacks on
its rivals, though it maintains
the North’s advancing nuclear
program poses a grave security
threat.

North Korea said Monday its
two weeks of firing drills
involved nuclear-capable bal-
listic missiles, warplanes and
other assets to practice possi-
ble attacks on South Korean
and U.S. targets. North Korea
said the drills were meant to
issue a warning to Seoul and
Washington, which staged
provocative joint naval drills
involving a U.S. aircraft carrier.
The North Korean launches,
part of its record-breaking run
of weapons tests this year,
were seen as an attempt by
leader Kim Jong Un to acquire a
more intimidating arsenal to
pressure its rivals to accept the
North as a legitimate nuclear
state and lift economic sanc-
tions on the North. Moon Hong
Sik, acting spokesperson at the
South Korean Defense Ministry,
described North Korean
nuclear threats as “very grave
and serious.” But he told
reporters that the South
Korean missile defense system
is capable of detecting and

intercepting the weapons sys-
tems that North Korea said it
mobilized in its drills.

SK says it has ability to
intercept North’s missiles

Geneva, Oct 11 (AP):

The United Nations’ de-
velopment program is
calling on rich countries
and financial institutions
in them to do more to help
alleviate a growing debt
crisis faced by the world’s
poorest countries, includ-
ing by writing off debts
not just rescheduling
them.

A report from UNDP re-
leased Tuesday comes
amid meetings by the
World Bank,
International Monetary
Fund and Group of 20
countries in Washington
that are expected to con-
sider in part a growing
debt crisis that is weigh-
ing on the developing
world, as interest rates
have climbed this year

raising the cost of bor-
rowing.

UNDP says the situa-
tion could jeopardize the
fight against the impact of
climate change, develop-
ment programs, and ef-
forts to alleviate poverty
which has been among
the key drivers of
migration from the devel-
oping world to richer na-
tions. Achim Steiner, the
UNDP’s administrator,
cited World Bank and IMF
figures indicating that
some 60 per cent of low-in-
come countries are now at
high risk of falling into
“debt distress” or are al-
ready in it twice the num-
ber in 2015.

“These are sobering sta-
tistics,” Steiner said. “I
think it doesn’t take much
imagination to under-

stand that this debt crisis
threatens to spill over to
an entrenched, sustain-
able development crisis,”
that could affect the ability

of developing countries to
cope with the COVID-19
pandemic or higher ener-
gy and food prices, for ex-
ample, he said.

UN seeks help for developing world hit by rising debt costs

Islamabad, Oct 11 (PTI):

Pakistan’s health min-
istry has approved the pur-
chase of over 6 million mos-
quito nets from India, as the
country scrambles to con-
tain the spread of malaria
and other vector-borne dis-
eases due to the unprece-
dented floods, according to
a media report on Tuesday.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) is
using financial resources

provided by Global Fund to
acquire the nets for
Pakistan, Geo.tv report
said.

The WHO officials said
they are planning to obtain
mosquito nets as early as
possible and are hopeful
that these would be ob-
tained by next month via
the Wagah route, the report
said.

More than 1,700 people
were killed, 33 million dis-
placed and a third of the
country was submerged
under water in the worst
floods to hit Pakistan,
brought about by unprece-

dented rains since mid-
June.

In September, the World
Health Organisation
(WHO) warned that a surge
in diseases like malaria can
cause a “second disaster.”

Last week, the WHO
warned of 2.7 million
malaria cases in 32 districts
in flood-hit Pakistan by
January 2023.

“Malaria is spreading at
a rapid pace in 32 flood-af-
fected districts of the coun-
try where thousands of
children are infected with
the mosquito-borne dis-
ease,” officials said.

Pakistan’s health min-
istry had sought permis-
sion to procure mosquito
nets from India last month,
the report said.

The official said they had
requested the Global Fund
for the arrangement of
mosquito nets for the 26
most-affected districts of
Sindh, Punjab and
Balochistan, where
Plasmodium Falciparum
cases were reported.

In response, it offered to
procure these nets from
India if the Pakistan gov-
ernment approved such a
move.

Flood-hit Pakistan to purchase over 
6 million mosquito nets from India

Tallinn (Estonia), Oct 11 (AP):

Moscow’s barrage of mis-
sile strikes on cities all
across Ukraine has elicited
celebratory comments from
Russian officials and pro-
Kremlin pundits, who in re-
cent weeks have actively
criticized the Russian mili-
tary for a series of embar-
rassing setbacks on the bat-
tlefield. Russian nationalist
commentators and state
media’s war correspondents
lauded Monday’s attack as
an appropriate, and long-
awaited, response to
Ukraine’s successful coun-
teroffensive in the northeast
and the south and a weekend
attack on a key bridge be-
tween Russia and Crimea,
the prized Black Sea penin-
sula Russia annexed in
2014. Many argued, howev-
er, that Moscow should
keep up the intensity of
Monday’s missile strikes in
order to win the war now.
Some analysts suggested
that Russian President
Vladimir Putin is becom-
ing a hostage of his own
supporters’ views on how
the campaign in Ukraine
should unfold. “Putin’s ini-
tiative is weakening and he
is becoming more depend-
ent on circumstances and
those who are forging the
victory’ (in Ukraine) for
him,” Tatyana Stanovaya,
founder of the independ-
ent R.Politik think-tank,

wrote in an online com-
mentary Monday.

Putin’s supporters have
been calling for drastic
steps on the Ukraine bat-
tlefield for weeks. These
calls intensified over the
weekend, shortly after an
explosion on the Kerch
Bridge linking Crimea to
Russia sent shock waves
around the globe. The
bridge, Europe’s longest, is
a prominent symbol of
Russian military might
and was opened by Putin
himself in 2018.

“And?” Margarita
Simonyan, head of the
state-funded RT television,
wondered on social media

about Moscow’s response to
the attack on the bridge.

“This is one of those cases
when the country needs to
show we can hit back,”
wrote Alexander Kots, a war
correspondent for Russia’s
popular pro-Kremlin
tabloid, Komsomolskaya
Pravda. “It is time for fight-
ing! Fiercely, even cruelly.
Without looking back at
whatever censures from the
West,” Sergei Mironov, a sen-
ior Russian lawmaker who
leads the state-backed A Just
Russia party tweeted
Saturday. “There won’t be
any bigger sanctions. They
won’t say any worse words.

We need to do our thing. We
started it we should go till
the end. There is no way
back. Time to respond!”

The response came on
Monday morning, with
Moscow launching dozens of
missiles at Ukrainian cities
simultaneously, killing and
wounding scores and inflict-
ing unprecedented damage
on Ukraine’s critical infra-
structure.

The strikes, which hit 15
Ukrainian cities, most of
them regional capitals,
knocked out power lines,
damaged railway stations
and roads, and left cities
without water supplies.

Kremlin war hawks demand more
devastating strikes on Ukraine

Sydney, Oct 11 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
said on Tuesday that tar-
geting infrastructure and
causing civilian deaths is
not acceptable in any part
of the world and empha-
sised on the need for both
sides in the Ukraine con-
flict to return to the path of
diplomacy and dialogue as
“this conflict is not help-
ing anybody at all.”

Jaishankar made the re-
marks while responding to
questions after his address
at the Lowy Institute on
the growing importance of
India’s relationship with
Australia and the interests
that both countries share
as members of the securi-
ty-focused Quad.

“We really think that

targeting infrastructure
and causing civilian
deaths is not acceptable in
any part of the world,”
Jaishankar said while re-
sponding to a question on
Russia’s missile strikes
targeting key cities across
Ukraine on Monday, in-
cluding the capital Kyiv
which is being seen as the
most intense attack since
the conflict started on
February 24.

Jaishankar emphasised

on the need to return to
the path of diplomacy and
dialogue to resolve the
conflict, saying “this con-
flict is not helping any-
body at all.”

He said this conflict is
hurting a large part of the
world today because the
daily lives of the people
are impacted in a very,
very damaging manner.
“And these countries with
whom we identify our-
selves most of these coun-
tries and they are actually
feeling frustrated because
they feel that their
problems are being neg-
lected,” the minister said.

His comments came a
day after India voted to re-
ject Russia’s demand for a
secret ballot in the UN
General Assembly on a
draft resolution to con-

demn Moscow’s “illegal”
annexation of four re-
gions of Ukraine. India
favoured a public vote on
the text along with over
100 other nations.

On Monday, India’s
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson said the es-
calation of hostilities was
in no one’s interest and
noted that India stood
ready to support all such
efforts aimed at de-escala-
tion of the situation.

India has not yet con-
demned the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine and
maintained that the crisis
must be resolved through
diplomacy and dialogue.
India has abstained on
votes on the Ukraine con-
flict in the UN General
Assembly and the
Security Council.

Targeting infrastructure and causing
civilian deaths not acceptable in any

part of world: Jaishankar

A man carries a bucket of water to extinguish the remains of
a fire in the remains of a car shop that was destroyed after a
Russian attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

 To contain rising
cases of malaria

RRaamm  RRaattttaann  SShhaarrmmaa

Childhood is considered to be the golden periods dilemma of one’s life but
this does not hold true for some children, who struggle to make their both
ends meet during their childhood years. At a tender age ,which is supposed
to be an age of playing and going to school, some children are compelled
to work in factories, industries, offices or as domestic help. Child labour
means employment of children in any kind of work that hampers their
physical and mental development, deprives them of their basic education-
al and recreational requirements. According to 2011 census, 102 million
children are engaged in work in India, out of which 4.5 million are girls. It
is a blot on our society and speaks volumes about the inability of our soci-
ety to provide a congenial environment for the growth and development of
the children. Earlier, the children used to help their parents in agricultural
practices such as sowing, harvesting, reaping and taking care of cattle etc.
But industrialisation and urbanisation have in a way encouraged child
labour. Children are employed in hazardous work, such as bidi rolling,
cracker industry, match box and bangle making industries etc. In the bidi
industry, children are expected to perform all the chores of rolling, binding
and closing the ends of bidis using their nimble fingers. The cracker indus-
try poses threat to the lives of the children due to their direct exposure to
the explosive material.The bangle and pencil making industries make the
child susceptible to different respiratory problems and lung cancer. A
number of other factors could be attributed to the rise of this menace. In
the poor and lower strata families, children are considered to be an extra
earning hand. These families have a conviction that every child is an earn-
er so, they have more number of children.The children are expected to
shoulder their parents’ responsibilities. Parental illiteracy is also one of the
contributors to this problem. Education tends to take a back seat in the
lives of these children. The uneducated parents consider education as an
investment in comparison to the returns, which they get in the form of
earnings of their children. The child labourers are subjected to unhygienic
conditions. Late working hours and different atrocities which have a direct
effect on their cognitive development. The young and immature minds of
the children find it difficult to cope with such situations leading to differ-
ent emotional and physical problems. Employers also prefer child labour-
ers in comparison to adults.This is because they can extract more work and
still afford to pay the children lesser amount. Bonded child labour is one of
the worst forms of child labour. In this, the children are made to work in
order to pay off a loan or debt of the family. Bonded labour has resulted In
to trafficking of the children from rural to urban areas in order to work as
domestic helps or in small production houses or just lead the life of street
beggers. The govt. has an important role to play in the fight against child
labour. As poverty is one of the major causes of child labour in India. The
Govt. needs to assure that it provides basic amenities to all its citizens and
there is an equal distribution of wealth. It needs to generate sufficient jobs
to assure employability to the poor .At the same time NGO can provide
vocational training to people in order to get them good jobs or to make
them self employed .The Govt, in collaboration with NGOs should reach out
to the poor people to make them understand the importance of educa-
tion.They should be made aware of the Govt’s initiative to provide free edu-
cation to all the children between the age group of 6-14years.The parents
must be encouraged to send their children to the schools instead of work
places. To prohibit the child labour in India Noble Prize winner Kailash
Satyarthi took an initiative .He is the founder of Bachpan Bachao Andolan,
an organisation dedicated towards the eradication of child labour and
rehabilitation of the rescued former child workers.The former President
Pranab Mukherjee launched a “100 million for 100million campaign, that
was conceptulated by noble Peace prize winner Kailash Satyarthi, to end
child labour, child Slavery, violence against children etc. Educated children
can contribute significantly in spreading the word about the harmful
effects of child labour. High income group families can pool in funds to
support the education of poor children. Schools and colleges can come up
with innovative teaching programmes for the poor children. The principle
of “Each one, teach one can be followed. Children of the supporting staff
of schools and colleges can be offered free education. The Indian Govt.
enacted many laws to protect child rights, namely the child and adolescent
Labour Act,1986, the Factories Act,1948, the mines Act 1952, the bonded
Labour System Abolition Act and the Juvenile Justice Act 2000. Most of
these acts prohibit the employment of children below the age of 14 years
in factories, hazardous occupations or in bondage. The right of children to
free and compulsory Education Act 2009 mandates free and compulsory
education to all children between the age group of 6 to 14 years. Apart
from this it also reserves 25 percent seats in every private school for eco-
nomically weaker sections of the society. The National policy on child
labour, 1987 looks in to the rehabilitation of children working in hazardous
occupations. Article 39 of the Indian constitution declares the duty of the
state to provide the children the facilities to develop in a healthy and con-
genial environment and in conditions of freedom and dignity in may2015
.The govt. approved a proposal allowing children below 14 years of age to
work in family enterprises or entertainment industry with specific condi-
tions. The need of the hour is to expand the machinery for enforcing the
various laws on child labour .If child labour is to be eradicated from India
.The govt. and those responsible for the enforcement need to do their jobs
sincerely. Success can be achieved only through social engineering on a
major scale combined with broad based economic growth.
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Tributes to Mulayam
Singh Yadav

Dharti putra (son of the soil), 10
time MLA and 7 time MP,
Mulayam Singh Yadav dies at
82. Disciple of Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash Narain and Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia, Mulayam Singh
Yadav was a senior Indian
politician and the supremo of
the Samajwadi Party. Former
Defence Minister in the United
Front government of the 1990s
and former three times Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh
remained active in politics for
decades with his unique politi-
cal skills. Incidentally, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, rose in UP politics
in a period of intense social and
political ferment after the
1970s. Emerging as a socialist
leader, Mulayam soon estab-
lished himself as an OBC stal-
wart, capturing a swathe of
political space vacated by the
Congress. He took oath as UP’s
15th CM in 1989, which marked
the year when the Congress
was voted out, failing to return
to power in the state ever since.
Though he was a leader of high
esteem who was respected by
everybody irrespective of party
lines. But to millions of Ram
bhaktas Mulayam was respon-
sible for killing 28s of Lord Ram
Bhaktas on October 30 in 1990,
in Ayodhya, when he was the
CM. He had said on camera that
he justified his order to open
fire at kar sevaks and would
have fired more if needed to
protect the Babri Structure.
Even in the Babri Masjid admin-
istrative direction, Mulayam
Singh Yadav was a towering
socialist leader who never com-
promised with the interests of
the poor and the farmers and
served people diligently. My
thoughts and prayers are with
the bereaved family of late
Mulayam Singh Yadav. May God
give all of you the strength to
bear this great loss with
courage and fortitude.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

The way out
The deteriorating level of air
quality index in the Delhi-NCR
region, which causes coronary
and respiratory diseases in
winter, remains a serious con-
cern. Stubble fires in Punjab,
Haryana and UP are a major
factor. Despite several initia-
tives taken by the Centre and
state governments for straw
management, and declaring
burning a punishable offence,
the problem goes on unabated.
This is due to the lack of vision-
ary leadership, political will,
efficient legal framework and
personal self-restraint and dis-
cipline. Enhanced public
awareness, increased budget-
ary allocation for monetary
incentives and provision of
more machines at subsidised
rates to farmers, efficient mon-
itoring and compliance mecha-
nism, and strict implementa-
tion of laws will curb this
unhealthy practice. Corporates
should also recognise their
social responsibility in this
regard.

DDSS  KKaanngg,,  bbyy  mmaaiill
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Lahual Spiti: Snow covered Losar village after a fresh spell of snowfall in Lahual Spiti district, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

SNOW COVERED LOSAR VILLAGE

In Nepal too, politics makes strange bed fellows.The once extreme left
Maoists are allies of the centre-right Nepali Congress. The Unified
Marxist-Leninists (UML) has suddenly found friends in the Hindu-right
RPP and has partnered with the Madhes-based JSP. Top Maoist comrades
who had fallen out big time, are back together. Shifting alliances ahead
of the November polls prove that ideology does not separate political
parties anymore. It is all about finding a partnership that is most likely to
propel them to power. On Sunday, Nepal’s political leaders and election
hopefuls registered their candidacies with 165 Chief Electoral Officers
across the country for the upcoming November provincial and federal
parliament elections under the First Past The Post (FPTP) system.
Nepal’s recent political history has been defined by petty party infight-
ing, splits, unlikely mergers and lots of horse-trading.  In the days lead-
ing up to the candidacy deadline, all eyes had been on Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba-led five-party coalition and electoral alliance as the
parties negotiated seat-sharing. And while Maoist chair Pushpa Kamal
Dahal — who political analysts and experts had noted would not hesitate
to join hands with his nemesis KP Oli’s UML if offered a better deal and
more seats in Parliament— ultimately upheld his commitment to the
electoral alliance. But not all parties of the coalition chose to continue
the partnership. The Madhes-based JSP (Janta Samajwadi Party) quit the
five-party electoral partnership after failing to reach a seat sharing
agreement, and instead switched  allegiance  to  the  UML  instead.
Subsequently,    Mahanta    Thakur’s    LSP (Loktantrik Samajwadi Party),
the other Madhes-based party which split from JSP in 2021 and had been
in talks to partner with the UML to contest the November election,
formed a partnership with the Deuba-led electoral alliance. After negoti-
ations, coalition leader NC is to contest 89 parliamentary seats, the
Maoists secured 45 seats, while Madhav Kumar Nepal’s CPN (Unified
Socialists) will get to fight 19 seats and the smaller Rastriya Janamorcha
Party two seats. The new ally LSP will contest 8 federal parliament seats.
Meanwhile, the UML and JSP have reached an agreement for 35 and 17
federal parliament seats respectively. Baburam Bhattarai—  whose  new
Nepal  Samajwadi  Party  is contesting the upcoming elections under the
Maoist Centre symbol— announced in a letter addressed to Gorkha vot-
ers that he would not be running for parliament this election.

Foes turn friends ahead 
of Nepal polls

Child Labour in India

DD olphins are originally found in
the ocean, but some species

of dolphins live in fresh water. The
Gangetic Dolphin is also one such
species. It has been considered
necessary to keep the ecology of
the Ganga balanced. Until a few
years ago, only 4 of the 88 species
in the world were found in freshwa-
ter, but currently only 3 of them
have managed to survive. Until
2006, a dolphin named Baiji was
found in the freshwater of the
Yangtze River in China, which is
now extinct. Now except the
Ganga, dolphins are found only in
the Indus and Amazon rivers, which
are known as Bhulan and Bota.

Gangetic Dolphin is the national
aquatic animal of our country, and
we celebrate Gangetic Dolphin Day
every year on 5th October and
week from 2nd to 8th October. The
Gangetic Dolphin was declared an
endangered animal in 1996.
However, serious efforts are not
being made for its conservation. Its
population was 6000 in 1982, which
has come down to about 2000. The
Gangetic Dolphin is considered a
belligerent aquatic animal because
it can survive even in unfavourable
environment. It adjusts easily to
large fluctuations in temperature.
Nevertheless, its rapid decline in
numbers is certainly a matter of
concern.   

In the Karnali river flowing in
Nepal, it tolerates 5 °C tempera-
ture, while in the Ganga River flow-
ing in Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
and Bihar it can easily withstand
the temperature of 35 °C. It is usu-
ally found at the confluence of the

Ganga and its tributaries, so that in
times of difficulty, it can make its
shelter in the tributaries. When the
water in the Ganga River is low, it
makes its temporary home in the
tributaries. Gangetic Dolphin do
not like to live in shallow water and
narrow rocks. Due to this nature, it
likes to live in the tributaries of
Ganga like Ramganga, Yamuna,
Gomti, Rapti, Dikho, Manas,
Bhareli, Teesta, Lohit, Disang,
Dihang, Diwang, Kulsi etc. 

The popular name of the Dolphin
found in the Ganga River is Sons. It
is an aquifer found in fresh water. It
can also live in salt water located at
the confluence of river and sea, but
it does not like to live in the sea.
After every 30 to 120 seconds, it
has to come to the surface of the
water to breathe.

The length of the nose and body
of the female Gangetic Dolphin is
more than that of the male. Its long
sharp teeth can be seen even
though the jaws are clenched. An
adult Gangetic Dolphin weighs
between 70 and 100 kg. The female
Dolphin has a gestation period of 9
months and gives birth to one baby
at a time. Males become physically
ready to mate in 10 years, while
female becomes ready for mate in
the age of less than 10 years. 

At present, the habitat of the
Gangetic Dolphin is in the Ganga,
Brahmaputra, Meghna of India,
Karnaphuli, Sangu in Bangladesh
and Karnali and Saptakoshi rivers
of Nepal. Once this creature used to
roam in all parts of the rivers, but
due to the construction of barrage
in Narora in 1966, Farakka in 1975
and Bijnor in 1984, its house was
divided into three parts. The bar-
rages have divided the Ganga River
into lower, middle, and fore parts,
making it difficult for the Gangetic
Dolphins to travel from one part of
the Ganga to another. Due to the
flow of chemical waste from Narora
nuclear plant and 400-500 small
and big factories located in Kanpur,
its lower part, such as the Gangetic
Dolphins living around Narora and

Kanpur, gradually died.
The flow of Ganga has come to a

halt at many places due to the con-
struction of barrage. Due to the low
water level in the river, the
Gangetic Dolphins are facing diffi-
culty in living their natural life. The
river has become shallow due to sil-
tation. Ganga's life is in trouble due
to the creation of a human house in
the river. During the rainy season,
the water of the river goes above
the danger mark.

Today it has become easier for
hunters to hunt Gangetic Dolphins.
The hunting of Gangetic Dolphins is
currently a favourite hobby of
hunters. It is hunted for meat, oil,
fodder (for the purpose of catching
catfish) etc. There is also a tradi-
tion of pregnant women in
Bangladesh drinking the oil of the
Gangetic Dolphin. It is believed that
drinking oil makes the baby healthy
and beautiful. 

Previous years, cargo steamers
used to run from Haldia to Patna
and later to Varanasi. In Kolkata,
there is still a tremendous amount
of ferry and steamer traffic in the
Hooghly River. In the name of pro-
moting river tourism, steamers and
ferries are being run in cities like
Patna, Kolkata etc., due to which
Gangetic Dolphins get injured or
die after colliding with them. Apart
from this, their health is adversely
affected by noise pollution.
Fishermen use nylon nets for fish-
ing, in which Gangetic Dolphins are
easily trapped. Apart from this, it is
also killed due to lack of awareness
or because of greed.  

The concentration of manure,
pesticide, industrial and domestic
waste in Ganga is increasing rapid-
ly. Due to water pollution, the lifes-
pan of Gangetic Dolphins is
decreasing. An estimated 1.5 mil-
lion metric tonnes of chemical fer-
tilizers, 21,000 tonnes of technical
grade pesticides are released into
the Ganga and Brahmaputra annu-
ally, due to which Polychlorinated
Biphenyls (PCBs),
Hexachlorocyclohexane (HCH),

Chlorodene Compounds,
Hexachlorobenzene (HCB),
Perfluorinated Compounds (PFC)
etc. has exceeded the tolerable
amount in the river, which are fatal
for the muscles, kidneys, liver etc.
of the Gangetic Dolphins. 

Today there is a need to preserve
this aquatic creature, for which
Ganga has to be saved first. Modi
government is determined to save
Ganga. This is a good sign, but a
tough decision has to be taken in
this direction, negligence done at
any level can be dangerous for
Gangetic Dolphins, Ganga and our
existence. 

Dolphin Park can be established
in this context. Fishermen should
take care that they do not catch
fish in Gangetic Dolphins concen-
tration areas. Tighten the net to
catch the poachers.
Simultaneously, combing opera-
tions should also be carried out, so
that hunters don’t hunting the
Gangetic Dolphins. A campaign was
launched in the year 2000 for the
saving dolphins found in the Indus
River in Pakistan, under which the
dolphins who had gone into the
canal or tributaries to save their
lives had rehabilitated by bringing
them to a safe place. 

There is a need to run such cam-
paigns in India too. Such measures
can also be taken in India, especial-
ly in Bihar, as the Gangetic
Dolphins are found in maximum
numbers in the Ganga flowing
through Bihar. 

In this context, educating and
making the common man aware
can be beneficial. Central and state
governments should also play a
positive role in this regard. Merely
celebrating Dolphin Day and Week
will not yield positive results, oth-
erwise the day is not far when the
Gangetic Dolphins will also disap-
pear like the Baiji Dolphin of China.

((SSaattiisshh  SSiinngghh  iiss  aa  SSeenniioorr
CCoolluummnniisstt..  MMrr..  SSiinngghh  ccaann  bbee
rreeaacchheedd  bbyy  ssaattiisshh55224499@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
&&  CCeellll  NNoo..88229944558866889922))

Gangetic Dolphin in Trouble

The findings provide a
bleak view of the ways of the
cosmos. Life even simple life
like microbes "might actually
commonly cause its own de-
mise", said the study's lead au-
thor, Boris Sauterey, now a
post-doctoral researcher at
Sorbonne University. The re-
sults "are a bit gloomy, but I
think they are also very stim-
ulating", he said in an email.
"They challenge us to rethink
the way a biosphere and its
planet interact."

In a study in the journal
Nature Astronomy, Sauterey
and his team said they used
climate and terrain models to
evaluate the habitability of
the Martian crust some four

billion years ago when the red
planet was thought to be flush
with water and much more
hospitable than today.

They surmised that hydro-
gen-gobbling, methane-pro-
ducing microbes might have
flourished just beneath the
surface back then, with sever-
al inches (a few tens of cen-
timetres) of dirt, more than
enough to protect them
against harsh incoming radi-
ation. Anywhere free of ice on
Mars could have been swarm-
ing with these organisms, ac-
cording to Sauterey, just as
they did on early Earth. Early
Mars' presumably moist,
warm climate, however,
would have been jeopardised

by so much hydrogen sucked
out of the thin, carbon diox-
ide-rich atmosphere, Sauterey
said. As temperatures
plunged by nearly minus 400
degrees Fahrenheit (minus
200 degrees Celsius), any or-
ganisms at or near the surface
likely would have buried
deeper in an attempt to sur-
vive. By contrast, microbes on
Earth may have helped main-
tain temperate conditions,
given the nitrogen-dominated
atmosphere, the researchers
said. The SETI Institute's
Kaveh Pahlevan said future
models of Mars' climate need
to consider the French re-
search. Pahlevan led a sepa-
rate recent study suggesting

Mars was born wet with
warm oceans lasting millions
of years. The atmosphere
would have been dense and
mostly hydrogen back then,
serving as a heat-trapping
greenhouse gas that eventual-
ly was transported to higher
altitudes and lost to space, his
team concluded. The French
study investigated the climate
effects of possible microbes
when Mars' atmosphere was
dominated by carbon dioxide
and so is not applicable to the
earlier times, Pahlevan said.

"What their study makes
clear, however, is that if (this)
life were present on Mars"
during this earlier period,
"they would have had a major

influence on the prevailing
climate", he added in an
email. The best places to look
for traces of this past life? The
French researchers suggest
the unexplored Hellas
Planita, or plain, and Jezero
Crater on the northwestern
edge of Isidis Planita, where
NASA's Perseverance rover
currently is collecting rocks
for return to Earth in a
decade. Next on Sauterey's to-
do list: looking into the possi-
bility that microbial life could
still exist deep within Mars.

"Could Mars still be inhab-
ited today by micro-organ-
isms descending from this
primitive biosphere?" he said.
"If so, where?"

Underground microbes may have swarmed ancient Mars

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

SATISH SINGH

A
ncient Mars may have had an environment capable of harbouring an underground

world teeming with microscopic organisms, French scientists reported on Monday. But

if they existed, these simple life forms would have altered the atmosphere so profoundly that

they triggered a Martian Ice Age and snuffed themselves out, the researchers concluded.
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BRIEF

GIFT SPZ

New Delhi:

Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal re-
viewed the function-
ing of the Gujarat-
based GIFT special
economic zone.
Gujarat International
Finance Tech-city
(GIFT) special eco-
nomic zone is India's
first International
Financial Services
Centre (IFSC). It is
being developed as a
global financial servic-
es hub. It was opera-
tionalised by the cen-
tral government in
April 2015. "Held a
fruitful interaction
with industry repre-
sentatives at GIFT City.
Discussed benefits of
setting up units here,"
Goyal said in a tweet.

FSSAI registration
New Delhi: Food reg-
ulator FSSAI has
made it mandatory for
foreign food manufac-
turing facilities to reg-
ister with it for export-
ing products such as
meat, milk and infant
foods to India. This
will be effective from
February 1, 2023. In an
order issued on
Monday, the Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) said that it
has been decided that
registrations of for-
eign food manufactur-
ing facilities, falling
under five food cate-
gories, who are in-
tended to export these
products shall be
mandatory.

Appointment

New Delhi: Capital
markets regulator Sebi
said Ananth Narayan
Gopalakrishnan took
charge as its whole-
time member. He will
handle market inter-
mediaries regulation
and supervision de-
partment, Alternative
Investment Fund and
Foreign Portfolio
Investors department,
integrated surveil-
lance department, de-
partment of economic
& policy analysis and
information technolo-
gy department, Sebi
said in a statement.
Gopalakrishnan has
more than two and
half decades of experi-
ence in banking and fi-
nancial markets and
has held various sen-
ior positions. Prior to
this assignment, he
also held the position
of associate professor
at S P Jain Institute of
Management &
Research, Mumbai.

Great sign
New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday de-
scribed the number of
daily domestic air pas-
sengers nearing the
pre-COVID level as a
"great sign" and said
the focus is on improv-
ing connectivity across
the country. On October
9, the domestic air pas-
senger traffic touched 4
lakh and was inching
closer to the pre-COVID
level. The country's
civil aviation sector is
on the recovery path
after being impacted by
the pandemic.

Washington, Oct 11: 

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) on
Tuesday cut its projection
of India's economic
growth in 2022 to 6.8 per
cent, as it joins other glob-
al agencies that have
trimmed forecasts. The
IMF had in July projected
a gross domestic product
(GDP) growth of 7.4 per
cent for India in the fiscal
year that started in April
2022. Even that forecast
was lower than 8.2 per
cent projected in January
this year.

India had grown at 8.7
per cent in 2021-22 fiscal
(April 2021 to March
2022). In its annual World
Economic Outlook report
released on Tuesday, the
IMF said outlook for
India is growth of 6.8 per
cent in 2022 a 0.6 percent-
age point downgrade
since the July forecast, re-

flecting a weaker-than-ex-
pected outturn in the sec-
ond quarter and more
subdued external de-
mand. Global growth is
forecast to slow from 6.0
per cent in 2021 to 3.2 per
cent in 2022 and 2.7 per
cent in 2023. This is the
weakest growth profile
since 2001, except for the
global financial crisis and
the acute phase of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
economic growth projec-
tions reflect significant
slowdowns for the largest
economies: a US GDP con-
traction in the first half
of 2022, a euro area con-
traction in the second
half of 2022, and pro-
longed COVID-19 out-
breaks and lockdowns in
China with a growing
property sector crisis, the
IMF said. "The global
economy continues to
face steep challenges,
shaped by the lingering

effects of three powerful
forces: the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine, a cost-of-
living crisis caused by
persistent and broaden-
ing inflation pressures,
and the slowdown in
China," said Pierre-
Olivier Gourinchas,
Economic Counsellor and
the Director of Research
of the IMF, in his forward
to the WEO released dur-
ing the annual meeting of
the IMF and the World
Bank. More than a third
of the global economy
will contract in 2023,
while the three largest
economies -- the United
States, the European
Union, and China -- will
continue to stall. "In
short, the worst is yet to
come, and for many peo-
ple 2023 will feel like a re-
cession," he wrote.
Growth rate projections
for China is 3.2 per cent,
down from 8.1 per cent

growth rate in 2021. In
China, the frequent lock-
downs under its zero-
COVID policy have taken
a toll on the economy, es-
pecially in the second
quarter of 2022.
Furthermore, the proper-
ty sector, representing
about one-fifth of eco-
nomic activity in China,
is rapidly weakening.

"Given the size of
China's economy and its
importance for global
supply chains, this will
weigh heavily on global
trade and activity,"
Gourinchas said. In the
United States, the tighten-
ing of monetary and fi-
nancial conditions will
slow growth to 1 per cent
next year. In China, the
IMF has lowered next
year's growth forecast to
4.4 per cent due to a weak-
ening property sector and
continued lockdowns, he
wrote in a blog post.

IMF cuts India’s economic
growth forecast to 6.8 pc in 2022

New Delhi, Oct 11:  

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Tuesday
launched Japanese car
maker Toyota's first-of-its-
kind pilot project on flex
fuel-strong hybrid electric
vehicle (FFV-SHEV) that
can run on 100 per cent
ethanol. During the
launch, the Toyota Corolla
Altis FFV-SHEV, which
has been imported from
Toyota Brazil for the pilot
project, was unveiled.
Speaking on the occasion,
Union Road Transport
minister Nitin Gadkari
said pollution is a big con-
cern in India and the
transport sector is con-
tributing to pollution.

"Therefore, there is a
need to encourage use of
electric vehicles and vehi-
cles that run on biofuels
like ethanol and
methanol," he added.

Besides Gadkari, union
ministers Mahendra Nath
Pandey, Bhupinder Yadav
and senior officials of

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
were present at the event.
In Brazil, flex fuel-strong
hybrid electric vehicle
technology has been in-
troduced by Toyota Brazil.
An FFV SHEV has a flex-
fuel engine and an electric
powertrain, thus provid-
ing dual benefit of higher
ethanol use and greater
fuel efficiency, as it can
run for a significant time
period on its EV mode,
wherein the engine is
shut off. Flex-fuel compat-
ible cars can run on more
than one type of fuel and
also a mixture. Typically,
a blend of petrol and
ethanol or methanol is
used. FFVs provide an op-
portunity of greater sub-

stitution of petrol by
ethanol as it is capable of
using any of the higher
blends of ethanol mix
from 20 per cent up to 100
per cent. Flex-fuel vehi-
cles are available in
Brazil, the USA and
Canada. Ethanol is a
major alternate fuel used
globally and Brazil has
the highest average blend-
ing of 48 per cent. Union
environment minister
Bhupendra Yadav said the
next 40 days will be the
most difficult time for
Delhi because of stubble
burnings in neighbouring
states. "We can manage 24
lakh tonnes of stubble
this year by mechanisa-
tion," Yadav added.

Houston, Oct 11: 

There is immense poten-
tial for India-US collabora-
tion in areas of biofuels,
green hydrogen, petro-
chemicals & upstream sec-
tors, union minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said.
The Minister of
Petroleum and Natural
gas and Urban
Development, said India
and US have decided on
concrete areas of coopera-
tion. "India is more con-
scious of going for green
energy than any other
country in the world, spe-
cial emphasis is being
given on green hydrogen,
biofuel blending and ex-
ploration and production
of biofuel from alternative
sources , Puri told a
packed, invited-only
guests at the reception, or-
ganized by Consul General
of India in Houston,
Aseem Mahajan, at his
residence. Puri said "in
pursuance of the strategic
green energy partnership
signed between the US

President and the Indian
Prime Minister in 2021, we
signed four MOUs and
these are in concrete
areas, where Indian com-
panies and US companies
will collaborate".

He launched the Special
CBM (popularly known as
Coal Seam Gas) Bid Round
- 2022 for International
Competitive Bidding on
Monday at Houston.
Simultaneously, Puri
launched the Offshore Bid
Round offering 26 blocks --
18 carved out by DGH and
eight as a result of expres-
sion of interests (EoI)
from potential investors --
covering an area of ap-

proximately 2.3 lakh Sq.
Km. Out of 26 blocks,
three blocks based on EoIs
are onshore covering an
area of only 3,666 sq km,
Puri asserted that India
would eventually become
a leader in the green hy-
drogen space. The target of
20 per cent of ethanol
blending has been brought
forward from 2030 to 2025.
Sharing transformative
developments regarding
the energy sector, he said,
"We have not allowed, both
the countries, in spite of
what has happened to the
global energy markets, to
deviate even slightly, from
our objective of transition-
ing to green energy". "We
have decided on concrete
areas of cooperation,
where we have decided to
establish a green energy
corridor between the
United States and India,
where the governments
only provide the frame-
work, but it is the private
sector and our companies,
which have to make it
work," he said.

Immense potential ahead for India-US 
energy collaboration: Hardeep Singh Puri

Gadkari launches Toyota's pilot project
on flex fuel-strong hybrid EV

NEW BRAND LAUNCH

Former Indian cricket captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni along with Co-founders Anand Nagarajan,

Sandeep Devgan, Hemalatha Srinivasan, Ruth Renita and Anoop Haridasan during launch of a new

meat brand Shaka Harry, in Bengaluru, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

New Delhi, Oct 11:  

Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM) mem-
ber Sanjeev Sanyal has
said that 'open-ended' free-
bies should be 'discour-
aged' as the amount can be
utilised for building infra-
structure, or investing in
the health sector. Sanyal,
however, added there is a
need for targeted-subsi-
dies, as it helps the poor in
the time of need, as it hap-
pened during the COVID-19
pandemic period.

"We do need to target ab-
solute poverty, but open-
ended freebies are certain-
ly something we should not

encourage," he told PTI.
Sanyal said that there is

a price to pay eventually
for open-ended subsidies
like free electricity or
something that's not prop-
erly targeted.

"... The money that is
spent on those particular
open-ended freebies is
something that can be
spent on doing other things
whether it's building infra-
structure, or investing in
the health sector," Sanyal
opined. Last week, the
Election Commission

wrote to political parties to
provide authentic informa-
tion to the voters to assess
the financial viability of
their election promises and
also sought their views on
the issue. The EC has said
it cannot overlook inade-
quate disclosures on elec-
tion promises and conse-
quential undesirable im-
pact on financial sustain-
ability as empty poll prom-
ises have far-reaching ram-
ifications. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the re-
cent past had hit out at the
competitive populism of
extending 'rewaris' (free-
bies) and said that these
are not just wastage of tax-
payers' money but also an
economic disaster that
could hamper India's drive
to become atmanirbhar
(self-reliant).

‘Open-ended’ freebies should be
discouraged: Sanjeev Sanyal

̈ Amount can be used
for infra, healthNew Delhi, Oct 11:  

The finance ministry on
Monday held a preparato-
ry meeting to launch a spe-
cial financial inclusion
drive from October 15 to
achieve saturation in re-
spect of bank accounts
and expansion of Kisan
Credit Card coverage,
among others. Chaired by
Department of Financial
Services (DFS) Secretary
Sanjay Malhotra in Pune,
the meeting was attended
by Bank of Maharashtra
(BoM) Managing Director
A S Rajeev, executive di-
rectors A B Vijayakumar
and Asheesh Pandey, as
well as senior officials of
both the central govern-
ment and district adminis-

tration, BoM said in a
statement. The campaign
from October 15 to
November 26 this year will
also focus on
mobile/Aadhaar seeding
of existing accounts, with
a special focus on making
small accounts normal ac-
counts by completing full
know your customer
(KYC) requirements. The
pilot financial inclusion
campaign at the gram pan-
chayat level will be held at
select districts -- Cuttack
(Odisha), Aurangabad
(Maharashtra), Pune
(Maharashtra), Kakinada
(Andhra Pradesh),
Kaushambi (Uttar
Pradesh), Datia (Madhya
Pradesh) and Barpeta
(Assam).

Finmin holds preparatory
meeting to launch financial

inclusion drive
Mumbai, Oct 11: 

Market benchmarks
closed deep in the red on
Tuesday, mirroring a nega-
tive trend overseas as tight-
ening monetary policy glob-
ally and escalation of the
war in Ukraine continued to
weigh on sentiment. Sliding
for the third straight ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE
Sensex slumped 843.79
points or 1.46 per cent to set-
tle at 57,147.32. The broader
NSE Nifty tumbled 257.45
points or 1.49 per cent to end
at 16,983.55. IndusInd Bank
was the biggest laggard
among the Sensex con-
stituents, dropping 3.70 per
cent, followed by Nestle
India, Tata Steel, Infosys,
HCL Tech, Tech Mahindra,

Dr Reddy's, and HUL. Only
two counters managed to
close with gains -- Axis Bank
and Asian Paints, rising up
to 1.15 per cent. "Investors
are becoming risk-averse
due to rising geopolitical
turmoil as well as worries
about the global economic
slump. Investors' caution
ahead of the announcement
of inflation data prevented a
better-than-expected start to
IT earnings from improving
market mood.

Markets extend losses for
3rd day as global risks

weigh; Nifty ends below 17k

Ahmedabad, Oct 11: 

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd
(“APSEZ”), India’s largest
ports and logistics company
and part of Adani Group,
has received approvals from
NCLT Ahmedabad and
NCLT Hyderabad for ac-
quiring the remaining
58.1% stake in Gangavaram
Port Limited (GPL) through
the composite scheme of
arrangement. With this
stake purchase, GPL will be-
come a 100% subsidiary of
APSEZ.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Mr Karan Adani, CEO
and Whole-time Director,
APSEZ said, “Acquisition of
GPL is a key milestone in
consolidating our position
as India’s largest transport
utility and in achieving
East Coast & West Coast
parity. Gangavaram Port

has excellent rail & road
network connectivity and is
the business gateway to the
hinterland spread over
eight states. The recent ad-
dition of a container han-
dling terminal will enable
us to accelerate our growth
of cargo volumes”. APSEZ
also brings world-class lo-
gistics synergies to the
table, which will propel
Gangavaram Port to a po-
tential cargo volume of 250
MMT. This will boost the
pace of industrialization of
Andhra Pradesh, added Mr
Adani. Gangavaram Port is
located in the northern part
of Andhra Pradesh next to
Vizag Port. It is the third
largest non-major port in
Andhra Pradesh with a 64
MMT capacity established
under concession from
Government of Andhra
Pradesh (GoAP) that ex-
tends till 2059.

APSEZ portfolio
grows to 12 Ports

New Delhi, Oct 11:  

BMS College of
Engineering (BMCSE) and
BMS Institute of
Technology and
Management (BMSIT&M),
managed by BMS
Educational Trust, one of
the highest-ranking
Engineering colleges in
Karnataka, has set up its
first of its kind Department
of Machine Learning and
Karnataka’s first BS
Narayan Center of
Excellence in Artificial
Intelligence and Machine
Learning. The center was in-
augurated in the presence of
the Chief guest - Dr. Devesh
Vatsa, Air Vice Marshal,
Awardee of Vishishta SEVA
Medal, Commandant,
Software Development
Institute, Indian Air Force,
Bengaluru, Presided by Sri
Aviram Sharma, Chairman,
BMSIT&M and Trustee,

BMSET Guest of Honor –
Prof. S Sadagopan,
Chairman BoG, IIITDM –
Kancheepuram & Prof.
Pradip K Das, Professor,
Dept of CSE, IIT Guwahati,
Assam, along with digni-
taries including Dr. B S
Ragini Narayan, Donor
Trustee & Member
Secretary, BMS Educational
Trust, Dr. P Dayananda Pai,
Chairman, BMSCE & Life
Trustee, BMS Educational

Trust, Sri Gautham V
Kalathur, Chief Technical
Officer, BMSET.

The Department of
Machine Learning, BMSCE
poised to be the youngest
branch in the 75+ years old
Engineering college, will
focus on teaching and re-
search in the domains of
Deep Learning, Data
Mining, Big Data and
Natural Language
Processing.

BMS Educational Trust set ups
Department of Machine Learning & CoE 

Mumbai, Oct 11: 

Packed with the good-
ness of community fair
trade ingredients like
British Rose, Shea, Mango,
Tea Tree and so many
more. The Body Shop gift
sets starting at Rs 795 are
available at their nearest
store or online www.the-
bodyshop.in

India’s much-awaited
festive season is just
around the corner, and
among all the festivals,
Diwali is perhaps most
people’s favourite. The fes-
tival of lights brings joy,
with people celebrating
with their loved ones and
exchanging gifts.

Speaking of gifts, find-
ing the perfect one can be
tedious – to say the least.
If you’re wondering what
to gift your friends and
family, The Body Shop, a
Britain-based interna-

tional personal care
brand, is here to end your
hunt. Its extensive person-
al care product range
makes for delightful fes-
tive gifts. Here are some
possible combos out of
their seemingly endless
options. While these are
perfect gifts for your loved
ones this festive season,
there’s no reason why you
shouldn’t do some self-
gifting either. You can
treat yourself to any (or
all, we don’t judge) of
these skin and hair care
products to prep yourself
for the long festive season
that lies ahead.

Body Shop launches
Joyful Gifts

ACROSS

1. Insult

5. Blur

10. Sleeping

14. African lily

15. Theater walkway

16. Yield

17. Defame

18. Macaroni, e.g.

19. Harness part

20. Ballroom dance

22. Emphasizes

24. Discontinue

25. Canadian province

29. Soup vessel

31. Scanty

36. Gent

38. Circle segments

40. Alternate

41. Steals from

42. Sandwich shops

44. Stadium part

45. The British ____

47. Shredded

48. Pen liquids

49. Ladybug, e.g.

51. Spiritualist meeting

53. Insect's feeler

55. Mineral spring

58. Branch of math

62. Anchorman ____ Jennings

64. Peruse

65. Small particles

69. Ramble

70. Narrative

71. Sort

72. Formerly

73. Stretch across

74. Delete

75. Sow

DOWN

1. Moisten while cooking

2. Poe's middle name

3. Meeting of peers

4. Ice formation

5. Syrup source

6. Actress ____ Farrow

7. Road curve

8. Church feature

9. Responds

10. Farm unit

11. Existed

12. Censor

13. Hideaways

21. Boat paddle

23. Guitarist's aid

26. Conduct

27. French cap

28. Surround
30. Troubled
32. Storage spot
33. Imitation diamond
34. Hide-and-____
35. Does wrong
36. Baby bed
37. Sprinkler attachment
39. Warning signal
43. Actor ____ Penn
46. Thick slice
50. Infuriate
52. Forty winks
54. Starchy tuber (sl.)
56. ____ and quiet
57. Carrying weapons
58. ____ and crafts
59. Bound
60. Party
61. Adam's home
63. Greek god
66. Stop ____ dime (2 wds.)
67. "____ Doubtfire"
68. Comprehend
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Today you could talk to some interesting
new people, Aquarius. Among them is at
least one person who shares a lot of
your interests and could become a close
friend. The joy you receive from commu-
nicating with these people is likely to
spill over into the rest of your day. You
could be warmer and more congenial
with everyone else in your life, too. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A book or movie about a foreign country
could capture your imagination and make
that country seem especially appealing,
Pisces. You might toy with the idea of tak-
ing a trip there in the future. If you're seri-
ous, it might be a good idea to start mak-
ing your tentative plans. You're in a partic-
ularly practical frame of mind and have
the enthusiasm to do it. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Someone close who owes you money
might suddenly turn up and repay you,
Aries. This might be a surprise, but you
will be glad to get it. You may want to
blow some of it by taking a friend out to
lunch or buying someone a gift. Some
beautiful dreams could haunt your sleep
tonight, perhaps to the point where you
feel frustrated when you wake up.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you should feel especially warm
and loving toward everyone close to you,
Taurus, particularly a love partner. You
may want to spend some time with friends
or family, if possible, or schedule a roman-
tic evening with your significant other - or
both. If you have paperwork to take care
of, this is the day to do it. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You should be looking especially attrac-
tive today and glowing with robust
health, Gemini. You're apt to feel warm
and loving, particularly toward small ani-
mals. If you've considered adopting a
pet, this is a good day to do it. Business,
work, and money matters continue to go
well. You should be in a pretty good
space. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today you should be feeling especially
warm and loving toward close friends and
children, Cancer. You could also especial-
ly appreciate the arts. You might attend a
play or concert or decide to try your hand
at one of the fine arts yourself. In the
evening, go out and enjoy your friends'
company, if possible. Celebrate just being
together in whatever way you can!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might decide to buy a plant
for every room in your house or plant a
garden, Leo. If the weather is good, you
might visit a nursery or botanical gar-
den. You may not normally be attracted
to plants and gardens, but today both
beauty and nature seem especially
appealing. Make the most of this, howev-
er temporary. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A warm and loving communication could
come to you today from someone close.
This could be an email, call, or even a gift
of some kind. This could make your day,
Virgo, and you will probably pass whatever
good feelings you draw from it to other
friends and family members. Take a walk
around your neighborhood and say hello to
whomever you meet. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A very welcome sum of extra money
could come your way today, Libra, possi-
bly out of the blue. You might want to put
this money to work for you in some way,
perhaps investing it or purchasing sup-
plies or materials for personal projects.
You should feel especially positive where
your resources are concerned, and confi-
dent in your ability to earn.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you may feel especially warm and
loving toward just about everybody in your
circle, Scorpio, even those you usually find
irritating. You could also be looking espe-
cially attractive and feeling more confident
than usual. You might even feel like shop-
ping for new clothes. Artistic ideas could
flow freely, and you might think of different
ways to put them to work for you.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Someone you care about but haven't
seen for a long time could suddenly
contact you. You'd usually love this,
Sagittarius, but today you could be too
caught up in projects of your own to
want to put them aside. But you will
have a lot of fun with this person, and
you might even interest him or her in
your project.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A goal that you've been working on could
finally be reached, Capricorn. A group of
friends you might not have seen for a long
time could schedule a small get-together
that you will be all too glad to attend, if
possible. Expect to have a lot of fun
exchanging news and ideas with these
people. You will probably feel particularly
happy to see them. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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G
et ready to channel
your inner detec-
tive as &pictures is

bringing you a nerve-
racking murder mystery
to untwine this Saturday
with the World Television
Premiere of Silence: Can
You Hear It? One murder,
multiple suspects, and a
thrilling chase to find the
killer - dwelling in the un-
expected arena of suspi-
cions, the film follows in-
vestigation that ensures a
nail-biting adrenaline
rush. Known for his ex-
ceptional performance
throughout that glues the
audience to the screen,
Manoj Bajpayee will be
seen as ACP Avinash, a
cop who leaves no stone
unturned steering the
ship. Along with Prachi
Desai as Inspector
Sanjana. Barkha Singh
and Arjun Mathur will be
seen in pivotal roles as
well. Join the hunt for the
killer on October 15th at
10pm only on &pictures.

Manoj Bajpayee ex-
claimed, "I try to bring in
variety and diversity in
my performance, it keeps
the process challenging,
which eventually trans-
lates into a refined per-
formance on screen. I
was trying something
new with this film as I

have never worked in a
murder mystery genre
before. What I loved the
most about the script and
my character was that it
was a blend of passion
and determination. And
our director, Aban
Bharucha Deohans, I've
known for a long time
and I wanted to support
her in making this film
both as an actor and a
friend. She was very
meticulous with details
of the script and I found
it quite intriguing which
really helped us to don
our characters seamless-
ly. Making it was a great
experience: the livewire
cast, the fun, the hard
work, couldn't have asked
for anything more.”

Talking about the film,
Prachi Desai said, "I
have explored many
roles in my career but a
cop is a first for me. I’ve
always enjoyed this
genre, it keeps me in-
trigued and invested at
all times and Silence was
just that. Even while
reading the script, it felt
as if I was reading a
murder mystery book in
a script format. To top it
all, I was thrilled to part-
ner with Manoj sir.
There is so much to
learn from him, the way
he deals with his craft as
a professional and as a
person. The way he hu-
manizes every character
that he plays is some-
thing I would really like

to imbibe as an actor.”
Building a pensive/

engaging narrative
around the mysterious
murder of Pooja, the
daughter of retired
Justice Chaudhary.
When a couple of
trekkers find Pooja in
the woods, murdered, ec-
centric ACP Avinash
Verma is roped in to in-
vestigate the case and
bring the killer to jus-
tice. In the chaos of hid-
den truths, will the ACP
succeed to break the si-
lence and find the killer?

Tune in to find out
with the World
Television Premiere of
Silence: Can you hear it
on 15th October at 10pm
only on &pictures.

World Television premiere
of ‘Silence’ on Oct 15

Shilpa Shetty
describes how

she combat
stress and stay

motivated

A
ctress Shilpa
Shetty, who frac-
tured her leg

while shooting for Rohit
Shetty's web series,
'Indian Police Force' and
has since been trying to
recover, said that her
young daughter's eager-
ness to be lifted by her
was serving as a major
motivation for her to
combat the mental
agony caused by the in-
jury.

Taking to Instagram to
spread some positivity,
the actress wrote: "It's
been two months
today...since my injury.
Let me tell you honestly,
it's NOT been easy. The
mental agony has been
as severe as the physical
pain."

"For someone who's a
workaholic and a fitness
addict like me, these past
eight weeks have had its
own share of frustra-
tion, anger, sadness, and
helplessness. But, I
found a very strong
source of motivation to
get better from (my)
daughter - having

Samisha around me for
every physiotherapy ses-
sion." "It was only as
time passed that I re-
alised how she was wait-
ing eagerly for me to "be
able to pick her up"
again. Those smiles,
hugs, little sweet noth-
ings, and kisses were all
I needed on some days."

"We all cope with our
stressors and pain-points
differently. If you can't
cope with somethings on
your own, seek help. "If
you know of someone
who is struggling for
whatever reason, extend
help and support. There
couldn't be a more apt
day than Mental Health
day to discuss this."

"Broken hearts and
spirits aren't any less
painful than broken
bones. Everyone de-
serves to heal from them
all. Heartfelt gratitude to
my doctors Kalpesh
Ghelani and Nityanand
Chauhan for handhold-
ing (literally) and help-
ing me through this
process and doing it with
so much love."

W
ork on director R.
Kannan's next film,
featuring actress

Hansika Motwani in the lead,
began on Monday with a sim-
ple pooja.
The film is being produced by
G. Dhananjayan, who had also
produced director R. Kannan's
earlier film, the critically
acclaimed superhit film 'Ivan
Thanthiran'. Sources close to
the unit say that Kannan's
upcoming film will be a hero-
ine-centric one and that it
would be an emotional, hor-
ror-based comedy thriller. The
film's core story idea came
from writer Ma. Tholgappian,
a source said, adding that pro-
ducer Dhananjayan developed
the story's screenplay with
many interesting elements.
Dialogues for the film have
been penned by lyricist Srini
Selvaraj. The trio of
Tholgappian, Dhananjayan
and Srini Selvaraj is believed
to have worked on this script
idea for more than six months
before giving R. Kannan a
bound script. Well-known
actors such as Metro Shirish,
Mayilsamy, Thalaivasal Vijay,
Brigida and Pawan will also be
seen playing important roles
in the film, which is to be shot
non-stop and completed in
three months.

Hansika
Motwani’s 

next film goes 
on floors

F
rom starting her ca-
reer at the age of 17
as an intern to be-

coming the most success-
ful producer, TV czarina
Ekta Kapoor has come a
long way and she recalls
her earlier days after re-
ceiving 'Bemisaal Rishta'
award during an award
function.

Though she started her
career in the entertain-
ment industry very early,
her first successful show
was the 1995 sitcom 'Hum
Paanch'. Later in 2000, her
show 'Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi' became
the most successful TV se-
rial.

Post that she did several
hit shows including
'Kahaani Ghar Ghar Ki',

'Kabhi Sautan Kabhii
Sahelii', 'Kalash', 'Kasautii
Zindagii Kay', and
'Kasamh Se'. Ekta also
came up with a fearless re-
ality show 'Lock Upp' host-
ed by Bollywood star
Kangana Ranaut.

She said: "I certainly
have to say that I was only
17 years old and created
history by starting at such
a young age with the serial
'Hum Panch'. I still remem-
ber taking the entry form
for the pilot shoot of the
show. I was not sure at that
time, but I would say it
doesn't matter if you are
young, or old, you have a
filmy background or not,
this channel always func-
tions with you, based on
your ability."

She also expressed her
gratitude towards the
team of her popular shows
and said pointing towards
'Kumkum Bhagya' actor
Shabbir Ahluwalia that
everyone from the team
misses him.

"A special thanks to the
team of 'Kundali Bhagya',
'Kumkum Bhagya', and
'Bhagya Lakshmi'. The
man standing here,
Shabbir, the channel does-
n't miss you because they
have you. But, we miss
you," she added.

'Zee Rishtey Awards'
airs on Zee TV.

Ekta Kapoor recalls her 
initial years of entering the

entertainment industry

A
yushi Khurana
made her television
debut with Star

Bharat’s recently
launched show ‘Ajooni’
alongside Shoaib Ibrahim
in the lead. Ayushi por-
trays the primary charac-
ter "Ajooni," who is brave
and fierce by nature but
also very elegant and car-
ries herself with the ut-
most class. Ayushi
Khurana, who was for-
merly a stylist and is now
an actor, talks about her
personal style and offers
some fashion advice to her
followers. The audience
has been adoring her in
the show's Punjabi avatar,
and she has been praised
for it.

"Comfort is my number
one style motto," she ex-
plains. "Style refers to a
person's own way of ex-
pressing oneself. Being an
actress has always been
my dream. And styling is
just a passion that has
evolved into a career. Since
I couldn't start out as an
actress, I started styling to
manage my expenses.
Once I had saved up some
cash, I came to Mumbai to
pursue my goal.

She continues, "Rihanna
is my fashion icon; I adore
how she handles herself.

I've always looked up to
her as my fashion inspira-
tion since she can look
good in any outfit, but
when I style myself, I also
prioritize my comfort and
how I feel. Since comfort is
my number one fashion
tenet, I often try to keep
things simple, stylish, and
bohemian.

Ayushi shares
some styling tips

for her fans

Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan, who turns 80

on Tuesday, has shared that
another 365 days have begun
for him and thanked everyone
for showering him with love
and care. The cine icon took
to his blog and wrote: "And
another 365 .. and another
begins .. as do many other
begins .. beginnings are
required .. they provide ends
.. and ends need love and
grace and care to be accom-
plished .." He then thanked
all his fans, whom he lovingly
calls his extended family or
EF, for showering him with all
the love he has received.
"It is impossible for me to
even attempt what your love
and affection means to me ..
so I fold my hands and pray
for all in the spirit of gener-
ous gratitude."
Known as the Shehnshah of
Bollywood, Amitabh is
regarded as one of the most
successful and influential
actors in the history of Indian
cinema. He has worked in
over 100 films and has even
lent his iconic baritone voice
for several songs in Hindi
movies.

Big B:
Another

365 begins



Kuldeep and Co weave magic
to give India series win

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI):

India gave a good account
of their enormous depth
as a young and inexperi-

enced side stunned a strong
South Africa unit by seven wick-

ets in third ODI here on Tuesday
to secure a memorable series
win.

The spin trio of Washington
Sundar (2/15), Shahbaz Ahmed

(2/32) and Kuldeep Yadav (4/18)
picked the right lengths on a slow

Kotla pitch to bundle out South Africa
for 99, the Proteas lowest ODI total

against India.
The home team batters, led by Shubman

Gill (49), chased a paltry 100-run target in
19.1 overs. The series loss further jeopar-
dised South Africa's chances of a direct

qualification for the ODI World Cup next
year. Pacer Mohammad Siraj (2/17) too
continued his good run to make a strong
case for his inclusion in T20 World Cup
squad. While Washington and Shahbaz
got wickets up front, left-arm spinner
Kuldeep, who missed out on a hat-trick,
cleaned up the tail. The quality of the
Indian white-ball squad was on full dis-
play in the series as the second-string
team came from behind to clinch the

three-match series 2-1. Chasing a small
total, opener Gill attacked the South
African bowlers from the very first ball
while skipper Shikha Dhawan played sec-
ond fiddle.

The Indians, who looked in a hurry to
finish the match, lost a bit of momentum
after the wickets of Dhawan, whose woeful
run in the series continued as he was run
out for eight, and Ishan Kishan (10).

However, Shreyas Iyer (28 not out) con-
tinued his stellar run as he whacked three
boundaries and two sixes including a

match-winning maximum to steer India to
victory after Gill was trapped leg before
with three runs needed. Earlier put in to
bat, South African batters failed to impress,
falling like ninepins. Quinton de Kock (6)
was the first to perish as he half-heartedly
cut the ball to top-edge it to Avesh Khan at
backward point, giving Washington his
first wicket. India then seemingly got their
second wicket when Reeza Hendricks (3)
was trapped leg before but the South
African took the review to turn the um-
pire's decision in the seventh over.

Janneman Malan (15) smacked Siraj for
three of boundaries in his consecutive
overs before the pacer got rid of the opener
as he tried to play the pull shot.

South African batters continued to strug-
gle and looked off colour as Siraj claimed
his second when he got Hendricks (3) next.

Aiden Makram (9), whose stay in the
middle lasted 19 balls, became Shahbaz
Ahmed's first victim as he nicked it
through to the keeper Sanju Samson.

The visitors dallied to 50 in 17.1 overs but
India were all over the visitors.

Skipper David Miller (7) and joined
Heinrich Klaasen in the middle but he too
couldn't make a mark as he was bowled, the
ball slid in from round the wicket to clip the
outside of off stump.

Brought into the attack in the 20th over,
Kuldeep too joined the party as Andile
Phehlukwayo failed to read his googly.

Klaasen and new-man Marco Jansen
stitched a 22-run stand that included a four
and a six to take South Africa closer to the
100-run mark.

First, Jansen charged down the pitch for
a six over long on, a few balls later Klassen
hit a boundary but he was dismissed by
Shahbaz.

Kuldeep then burst with a three-wicket
haul clearing up the lower order as South
Africa were bowled out in 27.1 overs.
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Bhubaneswar, Oct 11:

Johnson scored the win-
ner as Brazil beat Morocco
1-0 in the opening match of
the 2022 FIFA U-17 World
Cup at the Kalinga Stadium
in Bhubaneswar on
Tuesday.

Morocco began asking
questions right from kick-
off but it was Brazil’s calcu-
lated play that won it the
game. In the opening
minute, Imanuel Hannachi
met Djennah Cherif ’s pass
on the volley, forcing Leilane
– the Brazilian goalie – to
make a full-stretched save.

But that was Morocco’s
only shot on target as the
Selecao tightened their grip
on the game. With forwards
Aline and Johnson threaten-
ing in the Morocco box,
Brazil got the breakthrough
in the fifth minute. A count-
er-attack, starting a one-two
between Aline and Lara,
progressed with the latter
passing it to Johnson. The
Brazilian forward – who had
finished as the highest goal-
scorer at the U-17 CON-
MEBOL Championship –
made a run behind the
Moroccan defence and put
the ball in the back of the
net with a powerful right-
footed finish. Simone

Gomez’s side came close to
doubling its lead seven min-
utes later when a through
ball from Johnson beat two
Moroccan defenders as Ana
Julia (No. 8) rushed to slot it
home. But Morocco’s Wisaal
El Assaoui (No. 8) – tracking
back at the last moment -
cleared the ball to the right

end and kept the score 1-0.
Brazil continued to at-

tack, with Johnson twice
coming close to doubling
her goal tally, in the first half
injury time and the 52nd
minute, respectively.

Though the win secured
three points for Brazil, it
was exposed in moments of

counter-attack, where the
girls took time to track
back. This is something
a high-intensity team
like the United States
will take note of be-
fore the two teams
meet three days later.
Morocco, on the
other hand – coming
in as the first North
African country in
the tournament – will
take joy in the perform-
ance of its goalkeeper
Louisa Derbali. Derbali –

who helped
Morocco earn qualification
with two key saves in the
penalty shootout against
Ghana – was instrumental
in limiting the margin of
goals to just one against the
women in yellow and blue.

The young Atlas
Lionesses will play India
next at the same stadium on
October 14 and will expect
the similar fan support it got
today, with cheers of
‘Maghreb’ from the stands.

FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup

Johnson scores as Brazil
beats Morocco 1-0

Bhubaneswar: Players of Brazil celebrate after scoring a goal
against Morocco during their match at FIFA U-17 Women's World
Cup 2022 at Kalinga Stadium, in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

Bowler Kuldeep Yadav with
teammate Ishan Kishan cele-

brates the wicket of Bjorn Fortuin
during the 3rd ODI cricket match
between India and South Africa,

at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in
New Delhi, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

Christshurch, Oct 11 (AP):

Finn Allen and Devon
Conway shared a 117-run
opening partnership as
New Zealand cruised to a
nine-wicket win over
Pakistan with almost four
overs remaining on
Tuesday in the Twenty20
Tri-Series.

Allen made 62 including
a half century from 32
balls and Conway followed
his match-winning 70
against Bangladesh on the
weekend with an unbeaten
49 on Tuesday as New
Zealand easily surpassed
Pakistan's 130-7.

Conway underlined his
importance to the Black
Caps ahead of the T20
World Cup with consecu-
tive unbeaten innings.
Allen took a moment to
judge the pace and bounce
of the pitch at Hadley
Oval, then went on to 62
from 42 balls with six
sixes, marking himself as
a player to watch when the
world tournament starts
later this month.

Pakistan and New
Zealand are level in the se-
ries with two wins each
from three matches, while
Bangladesh is yet to win.
The next match is between
New Zealand and
Bangladesh on Thursday.

New Zealand's win

Tuesday was set up by the
bowlers. Mitchell Santner
conceded 11 runs from his
opening over then joined
with Michael Bracewell to
uproot Pakistan's top
order. The pair combined
to contain Pakistan's pow-
erful batters, sharing four
of the first five wickets.

Bracewell, who took 2-14
in New Zealand's eight-
wicket win over
Bangladesh on Sunday,
bettered that with 2-11.

He claimed the first
Pakistan wicket to fall, dis-
missing Mohammad
Rizwan for 16. Rizwan fell
in the manner of several
Pakistan batters who
made the mistake of try-
ing to hit the ball down the
ground.

With the ball turning a
little and holding in the
surface of a worn pitch, it
was always dangerous to
try and hit lofted straight
shots.

Shan Masood gave
Santner his first wicket
when he was out for 14. He
was enticed by a flighted
delivery outside off stump
to also go down the ground
but couldn't clear long-on,
where Bracewell took the
catch.

Shadab Khan (8) fell in
the same manner. Santner
again tossed the ball up
outside off and Shadab

holed out to Tim Southee
at long-on. Bracewell then
claimed the vital wicket of

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam. He tossed up a slow-
er ball which floated away

from the batter and Babar
feathered an edge to Devon
Conway behind the wick-
et.

Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi
got into the act with the
wicket of Haider Ali who
also was deceived in flight
and was caught at long-on.
Pakistan was 77-5 in the
14th and under pressure to
lift its scoring rate.

Southee made that diffi-
cult in the later overs, re-
moving Iftikhar Ahmed
and Mohammad Nawaz to
finish with 2-31.

Pakistan was 91-5 after
15 overs but the earlier
wickets made the last five
overs less profitable than
they might have been.

The New Zealanders
had the chance in fielding
first to study the nature of
the pitch. When they bat-
ted they looked to hit
squarer and the tactic paid
off, especially for Allen
who hit one of his sixes
out of the ground.

"I think our first innings
was a little bit slow," Babar
said.

"We will sit down now
and discuss our mistakes
and be better in the next
match. "We had a bad day
and I think in the batting
we were not up to the
mark. With 150 or 160 it's
possible to defend, but not
with 130."

New Zealand beats Pakistan by 9 wickets in Tri-series

New Zealand's Kane Williamson (R) and Devon Conway walk out
the field after their victory in the fourth cricket match between
New Zealand and Pakistan of the Twenty20 tri-series at Hagley
Oval in Christchurch on October 11.

Sylhet, Oct 11:

Pakistan Women have
defeated Sri Lanka
Women by five wickets in
the Women Asia Cup on
Tuesday. Earlier, Omaima
Sohail starred with an
impressive five wicket
haul to help Pakistan
women restrict Sri Lanka
Women to 112 runs.
Pakistan Women reached
the target in the 19th over
of the contest. Sri Lanka
Women had started well
and were 58/1 at one pint
of time. But after
Chamari Attapatu was
out for 41, they lost the
plot and Sohail came into
her own. They were even-
tually bundled out for 112
runs in the 19th over of
the game. It was the poor
display of the middle
order and the lower order,
which cost Sri Lanka
women the game.
However, Pakistan bat-
ters also need to applaud-
ed for their patience. Nida
Dar scored important 26
runs and the finishing
touches were applied by
Ayesha Naseem. The lat-
ter scored quickfire 5-ball
16, else the game was star-
ing at a tight finish.

Thailand qualify
for Asia Cup

semi-finals for
the first time

Thailand have con-
firmed their place in the
semi-finals of the
Women's Asia Cup for the
first time, after
Bangladesh's last league
game against UAE on
Tuesday morning was
washed out. Bangladesh -
the defending champions
and hosts - needed two
points to finish fourth
and take the last available
semi-final spot, but they
got only one point from
the abandoned game and
ended in fifth place.
While Bangladesh won
only two out of six games,
Thailand won three: they
defeated UAE, Malaysia,
and most significantly
Pakistan by four wickets
to finish on six points.
Thailand will now play
table-toppers India in the
first semi-final on
Thursday morning, while
the second semi-final will
be played between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka
on Thursday afternoon.

Pakistan beat  Sri Lanka
by five wickets

Aliya Riaz and Nida Dar added 45 for the fifth wicket for Pakistan.

New Delhi/Mumbai, Oct 11 (PTI):

Roger Binny, a member of the
1983 World Cup winning team,
on Tuesday filed his nomina-
tion for the post of BCCI
President and is likely to get
the top job unopposed, Board
vice President Rajeev Shukla
said.
Binny, 67, is so far the only
candidate to have filed nomi-
nation for the post and if no
more candidate emerges, he
will replace Sourav Ganguly as
BCCI chief when the Board
holds its AGM in Mumbai on
October 18.
After hectic parleys and back-
channel discussions in the past
one week, it was decided that
Binny would be the 36th Board
president, one of the sources
familiar with the development,
said.
Jay Shah, son of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, has also
filed nomination and will con-
tinue as BCCI Secretary for a
second consecutive term if no
more candidate throws his hat
in the ring.
Shah is also expected to

replace Ganguly as India's rep-
resentative at the all powerful
ICC Board.
"Roger Binny has filed nomi-
nation for president's post,
myself for the vice-president's
post, Jay Shah for secretary,
Ashish Shelar for treasurer
and Devajit Saikia has filed
nomination for joint secre-
tary's post," Shukla told
reporters
"Arun Dhumal will head the
IPL governing council and
Abhishek Dalmiya will be part
of that council. Khairul Jamal
(Mamun) Majumdar will be
part of the Apex council. As of
now these are the nominations
and all are unopposed,"
Shukla added.

Binny set to replace
Ganguly as BCCI president

Perth, Oct 11 (PTI):

Australia captain Aaron Finch
found himself in the middle of a
stump microphone controversy
days before the start of the T20
World Cup as he was reprimand-
ed by the ICC for use of "audible
obscenity". The incident
occurred in the ninth over of
England innings in Australia's
three-match T20I series opener
here on Sunday, when the 35-
year-old lost his cool, swearing in
at on-field umpires Sam Nogajski
and Donovan Koch following a
caught-behind appeal.
England went on to win the
match by eight runs.
"It would have been f****** nice
to know in time," Finch was
picked up saying by the stump
microphone after the on-field
umpires did not give him an
answer whether a Jos Buttler
edge had carried to wicketkeep-
er Matthew Wade.

ICC reprimands 
Finch for use of 

‘audible obscenity’

Dubai, Oct 11 (PTI):

India's Deepti Sharma on
Tuesday jumped three
places to reclaim career-best
third position in the
Women's T20I bowlers rank-
ings list and also touched
the same rank in the all-
rounders chart.

Sharma gained ranking
points, riding on some fine
performances in the ongo-
ing Asia Cup in Sylhet,
Bangladesh. She grabbed
three wickets against
Pakistan and two each
against Bangladesh and
Thailand, overtaking South
Africa fast bowler Shabnim
Ismail and now only trails
England spinners Sophie
Ecclestone and Sarah
Glenn. She had first
achieved third rank in
bowlers list in November
2019. Sharma has also
moved up one slot to 35th
among batters and is ranked
third among all-rounders
after overtaking Australia's

Ashleigh Gardner. India's
Renuka Singh (up three
slots to eighth), Sneh Rana
(up 30 places to 15th) and
Pooja Vastrakar (up seven
places to 28th) have also pro-
gressed in the rankings for
bowlers. Among batters,
Jemimah Rodrigues has
moved up two places to sixth
while vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana remained static
in second spot.

Deepti Sharma gets back
career-best third rank
among T20 bowlers

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
gold medallist shuttler
Lakshya Sen climbed one
spot to be at a career-high
eighth place in the latest
BWF men's singles world
rankings.

The men's doubles pair
of MR Arjun and Dhruv
Kapila also moved closer
to top-20 by jumping two
spots to be at a career high
21st in the list issued on
Tuesday.

Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu re-

mained at sixth in the
women's singles rankings
while the pair of Chirag
Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy is ranked
eighth in the men's dou-
bles section. The 21-year-
old Sen, who had won a
bronze in the 2021 World
Championships, has been
in brilliant form, starting
the year with a gold medal
at the Yonex-Sunrise India
Open before his runner-up
finishes at the prestigious
All England Open
Championships and
German Open.

BWF Rankings: Lakshya Sen
rises to career-high eighth

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  12,  2022

A woman makes earthen lamps (diyas) on a potter’s wheel, ahead of the Diwali festival, in Gurugram, Tuesday.
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Ahmedabad, Oct 11
(PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said Gujarat was
afflicted by many dis-
eases two decades ago,
and his government car-
ried out a “surgery” to
change the old system.

Launching healthcare
facilities worth Rs 1,275
crore at the Civil Hospital
(Asarwa) in Ahmedabad,
he also said that during
the G20 summit he gave a
call for ‘One Earth, One
Health’ as he was pained
to see that not a single
dose of COVID-19 vac-
cines was available in
some countries while in
other countries people re-

ceived four or five doses.
“Like one cures people of
disease, we are carrying
out this `Mukti Yagna’ to
cure the state of many
diseases. And we keep

trying our best to cure it,”
he said. To improve the
healthcare systems of
Gujarat, his government
used three things which
doctors prescribe, namely,

medicine, surgery and
care, the PM said.
“Twenty or twenty-five
years ago many diseases
had afflicted Gujarat,” he
said, listing problems
such as backwardness in
healthcare, lack of elec-
tricity, lack of water, mis-
governance and poor law
and order situation. At
the root of all these dis-
eases was “the biggest
disease” which was “poli-
tics of vote-bank”, he
said.

“Surgery means carry-
ing out a change in the
old system. My way of
surgery is taking scissors
to inaction, sloppiness
and corruption.

‘My govt carried out surgery
to change old system’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses during 
foundation stone laying of various projects worth 
Rs 1275/- crores at the Civil Hospital, in Ahmedabad, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

India has moved up six
places to rank 123 out of
161 countries for reducing
inequality but continues
to be among the lowest
performers in health
spending, according to the
latest Commitment to
Reducing Inequality Index
(CRII).

The 2022 CRII looks at
government policies and
actions in 161 countries to
fight inequality during the
first two years of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Norway leads the CRII
followed by Germany and
Australia.

India’s overall rank has
improved by six points
from 129 in 2020 to 123 in

2022. It has moved up 12
places to rank 129 for re-
ducing inequality through
progressive spending.

The country ranks 16 for
progressive taxation, up
by three.

Under ranking for mini-
mum wage, India has fall-
en 73 places due to the
counttry being reclassified
as not having a national
minimum wage.

Under the ‘Impact of
public spending on reduc-
ing inequality indicator’,
India has moved up 27
places and under ‘Impact
of tax on reducing in-
equality indicator’, India
has moved up 33 places.

The Index which is pre-
pared by Oxfam
International and

Development Finance
International (DFI) meas-
ures governments policies
and actions in three areas
proven to have a major im-
pact on reducing inequali-
ty.

The three areas are pub-
lic services (health, educa-
tion, and social protec-
tion), taxation and work-
ers’ rights.

The Oxfam report based
on the index said India fea-
tures among the lowest
performers on health
spending again. The index
showed that it has dropped
a further two places in the
rankings, to 157th, the 5th
lowest in the world.

“The 2022 CRII report
shows India making mar-
ginal gains when it comes

to reducing inequality
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. India which was
ranked 129 in the previous
index in 2020 has moved
up six places mainly due
to indicators quantifying
impact of public spending
and impact of tax on re-
ducing inequality,” said
Amitabh Behar, CEO of
Oxfam India.

“These are the positives
from the report but what’s
worrying is that India is
still lagging when it comes
to spending on health, edu-
cation and social security”
added Behar.

He pointed out that
India unfortunately fea-
tures among the lowest
performers on health
spending again.

CRII REPORT

India up six places to rank 123 for reducing inequality
Still among lowest performers in health spending

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

NITI Aayog member
(health) Dr V K Paul on
Tuesday underscored the
need for a tailored medical
insurance product for the
middle class in the coun-
try, saying only 6.8 per cent
of individuals have pri-
vate insurance.

NITI Aayog has been
talking about this “miss-
ing middle” of 30-40 crore
who need insurance, Paul
said at ‘FICCI HEAL 2022’
organised by the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry. Addressing a
session on the ‘role of
healthcare in driving
India’s economic growth’,
Paul said the public
healthcare is being opera-
tionalised. He alluded to
the two major medium-

term investment pro-
grammes in the infra-
structure front: Rs 77,000
crore of total grant to be
disbursed over five years
for primary health care,
infrastructure and diag-
nostics under the 15th
Finance Commission. The
other is Ayushman Bharat
Infrastructure Mission,
which has Rs 64,000 crore
for disbursal over five
years for infrastructure
development. “If you add
this up and divide by the
number of districts, each
district has a potential of
Rs 200 crore of investment
over five years,” he said.

Paul also noted that
Medical Value Travel is a
high priority for the gov-
ernment, and “major en-
gagement and facilitators
enablers would come up in
a short span of time”.

‘Need tailored medical insurance
product for middle class’

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI):
The fee structure for med-
ical education at AIIMS
across India may be re-
vised and modelled along
the lines of IITs and IIMs
to augment the revenue
generating potential of the
premier institute, accord-
ing to a recommendation
made at AIIMS’ ‘chintan
shivir’ held in August.

Improving the health-
care services at all the
AIIMS and identifying an
implementable model suit-
able for sustainable rev-
enue generation to reduce
the dependence on govern-
ment funds were among
the topics that were delib-
erated at the ‘shivir’.

The Union health min-
istry is in the process of fi-
nalising a committee
which will study the feasi-

bility of these recommen-
dations and see the level of
increase that can be done,
an official source told PTI.

“One of the recommen-
dations suggested is revis-
ing the fee structure of
courses such as MBBS,
post-graduation and nurs-
ing education and adopt-
ing the structure followed
at IITs and IIMs to aug-
ment the revenue generat-
ing potential of the pre-
mier institute,” the source
said. Currently, the fees for
the MBBS course at AIIMS
is around Rs 6,500.

The cost of an MBA or
postgraduate degree at an
IIM is Rs 24-25 lakh while
for pursuing BTech at an
IIT one has to shell out up
to Rs 10-12 lakh and up to
Rs 3 lakh for doing an M
Tech.

Fee structure for education
at AIIMS could be revised



Seized 
CChheennnnaaii:: Over two kilo-
grams of gold bars worth
Rs 1.18 crore was seized
from two passengers,
who arrived here from
Mumbai, the customs
department said on
Tuesday. The air intelli-
gence wing officials of
the department on specif-
ic inputs intercepted two
men upon their arrival
from Mumbai on Monday.

Grief 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Hurriyat
Conference led by
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq on
Tuesday expressed grief
over the death of jailed
Kashmiri separatist
leader Altaf Ahmad Shah.
Shah, the son-in-law of
late pro-Pakistan
Hurriyat leader Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, died of
cancer at the AIIMS on
Tuesday, days after he
was taken to the hospital
on the orders of the Delhi
High Court.

Uphold
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday refused
to interfere with the
Bombay High Court order
granting bail to former
Maharashtra home minis-
ter Anil Deshmukh in a
money laundering case.
The Nationalist Congress
Party leader Deshmukh,
arrested on November 2,
2021, will not be released
from Arthur Road jail in
Mumbai as of now, as he
is also facing a corruption
case registered by the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

Reopen 
BBaarriippaaddaa:: Similipal
National Park in Odisha's
Mayurbhanj district will
be reopened for tourists
from November 1 after a
closure of over four
months due to monsoon,
an official said on
Tuesday. Similipal Tiger
Reserve Field Director T
Ashok Kumar said the
park was closed for visi-
tors from June 15 with
the onset of the monsoon
season.

Elevated
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Justice
Prasann Bhalachandra
Varale of the Bombay
High Court was on
Tuesday elevated as the
Chief Justice of the
Karnataka High Court,
while Justice Ali Mohd
Magrey of the Jammu
and Kashmir HC was
appointed its chief jus-
tice. Incumbent Chief
Justice of Jammu and
Kashmir High Court,
Justice Pankaj Mithal was
transferred to the
Rajasthan High Court in
the same capacity.

BRIEF

Fans gather outside bollywood actor
Amitabh Bachchan's residence Jalsa

to celebrate his 80th birthday, in
Mumbai, Tuesday.
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Ujjain, Oct 11 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
inaugurated the 900 metre-
long Mahakal Lok corridor
built at the Mahakaleshwar
temple here. Prime
Minister on Tuesday
evening performed puja at
Lord Mahakal temple in
Ujjain ahead of dedicating
to the nation the first phase
of the 'Shri Mahakal Lok'
corridor.Modi, attired in
traditional dhoti and gam-
cha (stole), entered the
sanctum sanctorum of the
Lord Mahakal temple at

around 6 pm. Earlier, the
prime minister arrived at
Indore airport from
Ahmedabad where he was

welcomed by Madhya
Pradesh home minister
Narottam Mishra, water re-
sources minister Tulsi

Silawat, former Lok Sabha
speaker Sumitra Mahajan
and Bharatiya Janata Party
national general secretary
Kailash Vijaywargiya.
Later, he flew to Ujjain in a
chopper where he was re-
ceived by the governor
Mangu Bhai Patel and
Chouhan.

The Mahakal Lok project
cost is Rs 856 crore, with the
first phase being developed
for Rs 351 crore, an official
said. Modi, accompanied by
Madhya Pradesh Governor
Mangu Bhai Patel and
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, greeted
sadhus present at the
venue. He pressed a remote
button to unveil a Shivling
replica to dedicate Mahakal

Lok to the nation.
The Mahakaleshwar

Temple Corridor
Development Project will
provide better amenities for
those visiting the temple
which is dedicated to Lord
Shiva and houses one of the
12 Jyotirlingas (representa-
tion of Lord Shiva) in India.

The corridor has around
108 aesthetically ornate pil-
lars made of intricately
carved sandstones that de-
pict the Anand Tandav
Swaroop (Lord Shiva's
dance form), 200 statues
and murals of Lord Shiva
and goddess Shakti.

Modi offered prayers at
the temple before he inau-
gurated the corridor proj-
ect.

Raipur, Oct 11: 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) raided
the premises of senior offi-
cials, businessmen and
politicians of the ruling
Congress at different loca-
tions in Chhattisgarh on
Tuesday, sources said.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel termed it as an "act
of intimidation".

The opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is not able to fight di-
rectly, hence it is trying to
fight through the ED,
Income Tax (I-T) depart-
ment and the Department
of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI), Baghel told re-
porters here. According to
sources, separate teams of
the ED conducted raids in
state capital Raipur,
Raigarh, Mahasamund,
Korba and other districts.

The raids covered prem-
ises of a district collector,
some senior officials, busi-
nessman and politicians of
the ruling party, the
sources said without elab-
orating.

Baghel said, "The BJP is
not able to fight directly, so
is trying to fight through
the ED, IT and DRI. I have
already said that they will
come again and it's not the
last time. Their visits will
increase as the election ap-
proaches. This is just an
act of intimidation and
nothing else." The state
Assembly elections are

due in November 2023.
Chhattisgarh Congress

communication cell chief
Sushil Anand Shukla said
he had an apprehension
that the BJP would misuse
central agencies in the
state as it was unable to
fight a political battle
(with the ruling party).

CM Baghel had also ex-
pressed the apprehension
many times, Shukla said.

If the action is taken as
per law then there is no
problem, he said.

Saifai, Oct 11 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party patri-
arch Mulayam Singh Yadav
was cremated with full state
honours at his native Saifai
village in Uttar Pradesh on
Tuesday afternoon.

His son and party chief
Akhilesh Yadav lit the fu-
neral pyre. The former
Uttar Pradesh CM had died
aged 82 at a private hospital
in Haryana's Gurugram on
Monday. His body was
brought to Saifai on
Monday evening. A large
number of people and digni-
taries turned up for his fu-

neral in Saifai on Tuesday.
With hundreds queued up

for the final darshan amid
the drizzle, Yadav's body
was moved around 10 am

Tuesday from his "kothi" to
a bigger hall on the Mela
Ground premises to allow
people to pay their last re-
spects.

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission on Tuesday
allotted 'two swords and a
shield' as the poll symbol
to the Eknath Shinde-led
faction of the Shiv Sena.

The Shinde faction,
which is now named as
'Balasahebanchi Shiv
Sena', will be able to use
the symbol for the
Andheri East assembly by-
poll, should it decide to
contest the election sched-
uled for November 3.

In a letter to
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde,
the Commission said it
has decided to declare 'Do

Talwarein aur Ek Dhal
(Two Swords & Shield)' to
be a free symbol and allot
it to the candidate set up, if
any, by the Shinde-led
group in the current bye-
election.

The Shinde faction had
suggested 'peepal tree',
'sword and shield', and
'sun' as its choice of poll
symbols.

Varanasi (UP), Oct 11 (PTI):

A district court here will
pronounce on October 14
its verdict on a plea for the
carbon dating of a
"Shivling", claimed to be
found on the Gyanvapi
mosque premises.

Hindu petitioners had
during a court-mandated
videography survey of the
mosque premises claimed
that a "Shivling" was found
close to the "wazookhana",
a small reservoir used by
Muslim devotees to per-
form ritual ablutions be-
fore offering the namaz.
The claim was disputed by
the Muslim side, which
said the object was part of
a "fountain".

Arguments on the plea
were complete on Tuesday
and the court will pro-
nounce its verdict on
October 14, District
Government Counsel
Mahendra Pratap Pandey
said. Advocate Mumtaz

Ahmed, who appeared for
the Muslim side, said they
told the court that carbon
dating of the object cannot
be done. If the object gets
damaged in the name of
carbon dating, it amounts
to the defiance of the order
of the Supreme Court, he
said. Earlier, the Muslim
side had contended that the
Supreme Court had asked
the Varanasi district mag-
istrate to keep the object
safe. In such a situation,
getting it examined cannot
be justified, they had said.

The Muslim side also
said the original case is
about the worship of
Shringar Gauri while the
structure in the mosque
has nothing to do with it.

In such a condition, nei-
ther any investigation can
be done by the
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l
Department nor a legal re-
port be called after con-
ducting a scientific investi-
gation, they had said.

Kochi/ Pathanamthitta, Oct 11 (PTI): 

Two women were al-
legedly sacrificed as part
of black magic in a village
in Pathanamthitta district
of Kerala and three peo-
ple, including a couple
were arrested in this con-
nection, police said here
on Tuesday.

The two women, who
had earned their daily
bread selling lottery tick-
ets on the streets here,
were allegedly sacrificed
by the accused to settle the
financial issues of the cou-
ple and bring prosperity in
their life, they said.

The chopped body parts
of the deceased were ex-
humed from the premises
of the couple's house at
Elanthoor village in
Pathanamthitta later in
the day.

Expressing shock over
the killings, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said only those with a sick

mindset could commit
such crimes. Black magic
and witchcraft rituals
could only be seen as a
challenge to civilised soci-
ety. According to police,
the victims, said to be in
their near 50s, were na-
tives of Kadavanthara
here and Kalady nearby.

The women had gone
missing in September and
June this year and the
eventual probe, based on
their mobile phone details

and tower locations, un-
ravelled the story of
human sacrifice.

The first woman, who
had gone missing, was
Kalady native, living there
with her partner for some
time and a missing com-
plaint was filed by her
daughter on August 17.

The other woman, origi-
nally from Dharmapuri in
Tamil Nadu, went missing
on August 17, as per the
complaint of her sister.

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday admitted the
pleas seeking 'Talaq-e-
Hasan' and all other forms
of "unilateral extrajudi-
cial divorce" to be declared
unconstitutional.

'Talaq-e-Hasan' is a form
of divorce among Muslims
by which a man can dis-
solve the marriage by pro-
nouncing the word 'talaq'
once every month over a
three-month period.

A three-judge bench
headed by Justices S K
Kaul asked the Centre,
National Commission for
Women, National Human
Rights Commission and
others to file their respons-
es within four weeks.

"Counsel for the private
respondent (husband) has
entered appearance and
seeks to affirm that he is
not agreeable to settle-
ment even on issue of fur-
ther alimony. List in the

third week of January for
final hearing," the bench,
also comprising Justices
Abhay S Oka and Vikram
Nath, said. The apex court
was hearing three sepa-
rate petitions, including
the one filed by Ghaziabad
resident Benazeer Heena,
who claimed to be victims
of unilateral extrajudicial
Talaq-e-Hasan.

They have also sought a
direction to the Centre to
frame the guidelines for
gender and religion-neu-
tral and uniform grounds
of divorce and procedure
for all citizens.

The top court had earli-
er impeached the hus-
bands of the petitioners
and sought their response
to the pleas filed by them.

When the hearing com-
menced today, the lawyer
appearing for Benazeer's
husband informed the
court that no settlement
was possible in the dispute
with his wife.

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

Chief Justice of India U
U Lalit on Tuesday set in
motion the process of ap-
pointment of his succes-
sor by recommending to
the Centre the name of
senior-most Supreme
Court judge Justice
Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud.

The CJI handed over the
copy of his letter of rec-
ommendation to Justice
Chandrachud, who is set
to become the 50th Chief
Justice of India on
November 9.

Elevated as a judge of
the Supreme Court on
May 13, 2016, Justice
Chandrachud is the son of
the longest serving CJI Y
V Chandrachud who was
the head of the judiciary
from February 22, 1978 to
July 11, 1985. On October 7,
the government had sent a

letter to CJI Lalit, who is
set to retire on November
8, to recommend his suc-
cessor.

Justice Chandrachud
would have a tenure of two
years as the CJI and is due
to retire on November 10,
2024. Supreme Court
judges retire at the age of
65. According to the
Memorandum of
Procedure (MoP), which
governs the process of ap-
pointment of judges in the
higher judiciary, the out-
going CJI initiates the
process of naming the suc-
cessor after getting a com-
munication from the Law
ministry.

The MoP says the sen-
ior-most judge of the apex
court is considered fit to
hold the office of the CJI
and the views of the outgo-
ing head of the judiciary
have to be sought "at an ap-
propriate time".

Muzaffarnagar (UP), Oct 11 (PTI):

A special MP/MLA court on
Tuesday sentenced BJP legisla-
tor Vikram Saini and 11 others
to two years imprisonment in a
2013 Muzaffarnagar riots case.
Special Judge Gopal Upadhyay
convicted them for rioting and
other offences and also imposed
a fine of Rs 10,000 each.
The court acquitted 15 other
accused in the case for lack of
evidence.
Saini, who is the BJP MLA from
Khatauli in Uttar Pradesh, and
others were taken into custody
and later granted bail on fur-
nishing two sureties each of Rs
25,000 for filing an appeal in the
high court against their convic-
tion. The 12 were convicted
under IPC sections 336 (act
endangering life or personal
safety of others), 353 (Assault or
criminal force to deter public
servant from discharging his
duty), 147 (rioting), 148 (rioting
armed with deadly weapons),
and 149 (unlawful assembly).

PM inaugurates Mahakal Lok corridor
̈ At Mahakaleshwar

temple

PM Narendra Modi performs puja at the Lord Mahakal temple 
in Ujjain, Tuesday.

ED raids premises
of senior officials,

businessmen

CM Baghel said, "The BJP is
not able to fight directly, so
is trying to fight through the
ED, IT and DRI. I have
already said that they will
come again and it's not the
last time. Their visits will
increase as the election
approaches. This is just an
act of intimidation and
nothing else."

According to sources, sepa-
rate teams of the ED con-
ducted raids in state capital
Raipur, Raigarh,
Mahasamund, Korba and
other districts. The raids
covered premises of a dis-
trict collector, some senior
officials, businessman and
politicians of the ruling
party, the sources said with-
out elaborating.

CM dubs it ‘act of
intimidation’

About raids...

Samajwadi Party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav cremated 
̈ In Saifai

SP founder Mulayam Singh Yadav's mortal remains being carried
for his last rites, in Saifai, Tuesday. 

Shinde faction gets ‘two
swords and a shield’ symbol

HOLY DIP

Sikh devotees take dip in the sacred pond at the Golden Temple on the birth anniversary of the fourth Sikh Guru
Ramdas, in Amritsar, Tuesday.

Muzaffarnagar Riots

BJP MLA 
sentenced to

two years
imprisonment

Verdict on Gyanvapi Shivling
carbon dating on Oct 14

CJI recommends
Justice Chandrachud’s
name as his successor

SC admits pleas
against Talaq-e-Hasan

Suspected Human Sacrifice

Couple among 3 held in Kerala

Undated photos of Rosilyn (L) and Padma who were allegedly murdered
and buried in a case of black magic and human sacrifice at Elanthoor in
Pathanamthitta district of Kerala. Bhagaval Singh (R) has been arrested
by the police for his alleged involvement in the case.
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Bhilai, Oct 11: 

The roadside vendors of
Civic Centre reached
Collector Jandarshan on
Tuesday. They used to sell
clothes, toys, jewelery and
other types of items near
the Nehru Art Gallery.
The vendors stated that
the BSP officials had as-
sured them of making
some arrangements but
till now any relief has not
been provided. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena directed the BSP
officers to take immediate
action in this regard as
per rules. The villagers of
Banbarad (Ahiwara) also
reached the jandarshan.
The villagers stated that
they are suffering due to
shortage of water. The sit-
uation worsens during the
summer season. They de-
manded some concrete
steps to eliminate the
water woes. The Collector
directed the PHE officers
to take prompt action in
this regard and provide
relief to the people.
Residents of Reshne
Wambay Awas of Nehru
Nagar also visited the jan-

darshan. They stated that
the presence of anti-social
elements have increased
in their locality. Police
conduct regular patrolling
but it is not sufficient.
They demanded the open-
ing of a Police Chowki to
curb the activities of anti-
social elements. The
Jandarshan also received
some issues related to mu-
tual disputes in which the
applicants sought protec-
tion. Members of Durg
Premier League also sub-
mitted an application in
Jandarshan. They said
that there is a lack of

basic facilities at Maa
Sheetla Mini Stadium,
Baigapara, Surana
College Sports Ground,
Aditya Nagar Sports
Ground, Padmanabhapur
Mini Stadium and other
sports facilities. They re-
quested to make proper
lighting arrangements,
maintenance and levelling
of grounds etc. The
Collector directed the
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner to take nec-
essary action. He said that
all the playgrounds should
be well maintained and
updated as per the mod-

ern requirements.
Applications for removal
of Khatals (byres) from
Durg city were also sub-
mitted in jandarshan.
Along with this, an appli-
cant also complained
about a trader in Mutton
Fish Market and accused
him of throwing garbage.
The Collector instructed
the corporation officials
that there should be con-
tinuous monitoring of
cleanliness. The corpora-
tion must impose fines on
people who are not cooper-
ating in maintaining city
sanitation.

Some disabled students
and unemployed youth
facing financially adverse
situations also reached
Jandarshan. The
Collector said that they
have sought a list of va-
cant posts and required
qualifications from the
employers. The employers
are being contacted. On
the other hand, profiles
have been prepared of
those who want jobs. A
large number of people
will be able to get employ-
ment through Mega
Placement Camp.

Roadside vendors of Civic
Centre seek rehabilitation 

Bhilai, Oct 11: 

In the near future, offi-
cers-employees from
Collectorate to the Rural
Secretariats in the dis-
trict will register their
presence through bio-
metric attendance. In
this regard, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena gave instructions
to the officials for mak-
ing arrangements. He
said that this system
would help in getting bet-
ter information about
regular attendance tim-
ing of officers and em-
ployees. In the meeting,
the Collector also direct-
ed the officers to com-
plete the repair work of
roads expeditiously.
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi has been
made the nodal officer
for monitoring this work
across the district. She
will look after the quality
and timeline of the work.
Also, a nodal officer of
revenue has been ap-
pointed for this work for
every ten roads. He said
that the officials of PWD
and PMGSY should en-

sure that better mainte-
nance work is done on all
the roads of the district.
Along with this, instruc-
tions have been given to
complete this work by co-
ordinating with the cor-
poration officials in the
urban areas also.
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi, Arvind
Ekka, Municipal
Corporation Bhilai
Commissioner Rohit
Vyas, District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini Devangan,
Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar and other of-
ficers were present in the
meeting. The Collector
said that to ensure avail-

ability of fodder in
Gauthans, the Paira-
daan (donation of paddy
straws) campaign on pri-
ority basis. He asked the
officials to conduct regu-
lar meetings in rural
areas and encourage peo-
ple to donate paddy
straws. At the same time,
special attention should
be paid to ensure the
arrangements of
Gauthan. The team of
the Livestock
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department should con-
tinuously monitor the
Gauthans. There should
be special monitoring of
the health of the cattle
and artificial insemina-
tion etc. Collector said

that as per the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, prepare
a list of Patwaris work-
ing at the same place for
more than three years
and ensure their trans-
fers and fresh postings.
He also directed for
speedy disposal of all
revenue cases.

Collector said that
Jandarshan is a top pri-
ority programme. The
applications / com-
plaints submitted in
Jandarshan are to be dis-
posed off expeditiously.
Intimation of the action
taken on the applications
should be sent to the ap-
plicant by registered
post. He said that the offi-
cers should continuously
monitor the effective dis-
posal of the applications
received in the public
darshan. Collector said
that useful sports infra-
structure has been pre-
pared in the district.
Along with this, better
system of sports training
has to be made available.
Prepare an action plan so
that sports talents can be
developed, he said.

Biometric attendance system to be
installed at all government offices 

Bhilai, Oct 11: 

In view of poor servic-
es and mismanagement
in the canteens, Bhilai
Ispat Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS) has demanded to
cancel the contracts of
all the canteens of BSP. A
delegation of BMS led by
Working President
Channa Keshavalu and
General Secretary Ravi
Singh submitted a memo-
randum in this regard to
Arvind Ratan, General
Manager of the Canteens
in Bhilai Steel Plant.

They alleged that poor
quality of food items is
being served which is a
violation of the provi-
sions of contract. The
canteens are using low
quality oil, rice and other
ingredients which are in-
jurious to the health of
the employees. The em-
ployees are being
charged more than the
fixed price of the food
items material and tea.
The contract for provid-
ing food to the employees
for a minimum of Rs 10
is not being followed.
General Secretary Ravi
Singh said that the can-
teens provide food at Rs
10 for some time only and
later sell the same on

higher rates. Due to lack
of cleanliness, it be-
comes difficult even to

drink water in the can-
teens. Recently worms
were found in the food
served at the canteen of
Blast Furnaces.

BMS demanded that all
the existing contracts
should be cancelled and
canteens should be oper-
ated by providing subsi-
dies on the lines of coffee
houses. They said that
the condition of the base
canteen is also not satis-
factory. There is always a
shortage of food items
and the quality is also
low.

The union leaders stat-
ed that some contractors
have taken contracts for
more than one canteen
and have sublet them to
other people. The use of
heaters in the canteen is
prohibited in the con-
tract terms, yet all the

canteens are using induc-
tion and big heaters,
which is a violation of
the service conditions.
The quality of food items
in the canteen located in
Sector 9 Hospital is very
poor. They demanded
that the canteen of
Sector 9 should be closed
and subsidy should be
provided to the plant em-
ployees in the coffee
house in the lines of
Ispat Bhawan.

Working President
Channa Keshavalu said
that BMS conducted in-
spection of canteens and
found lapses which are
harmful to the health of
the employees and con-
trary to the service con-
ditions of the canteen.
BMS demanded that the
contract of all the can-
teens should be cancelled
and the contract should
be allotted afresh.

The canteen operators,
who violated the terms
and conditions, should be
blacklisted. Vice
President Harishankar
Chaturvedi, Sharda
Gupta, Vinod Upadhyay,
Vashistha Verma, Sunny
Ippan, Umesh Mishra,
Ashok Mahor, Pradeep
Pal, Praveen Madinkar
were also present.

Cancel contract of all the canteens, demands BMS
Worm found in food at canteen of Blast Furnace

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  1111::  Taking cog-
nizance of the memorandum
submitted in the name of Vice
Chancellor by the Students’
Union of Hemchand Yadav
University regarding irregulari-
ties in the umbrella B Ed
Colleges, Dr Aruna Palta on
Tuesday took an online meeting
of the Principals of all BEd col-
leges. Giving this information,
the Dean of the University, Dr
Prashant Srivastava said a large
number of students met the
Vice-Chancellor Dr Aruna Palta
and other officials in the after-
noon in the university campus
and complained of more fees
being charged than that pre-
scribed in B Ed colleges. There
was a complaint regarding the
collection of additional fees in
the name of other funds.
Thereafter, they demanded that
the University should issue
strict instructions in this regard
by directly contacting the prin-
cipals of B Ed colleges. In order
to directly discuss the com-
plaints mentioned in the memo-
randum submitted by the stu-
dents, the Vice Chancellor Dr
Aruna Palta issued additional
guidelines by holding an online
meeting of the principals of all
B Ed colleges. The Vice
Chancellor also made an appeal
to all the students taking admis-
sion in B Ed college that if any
kind of fee is demanded in any

educational college which is in
excess of the fee fixed by the
government, then the students
should directly complain to the
University. If the complaint of
the students is found to be true,
the university will take action
against the respective colleges
as per the government rules.
Addressing all the officers of
the university and the principals
of 45 education colleges pres-
ent in the meeting, Dr Palta and
Registrar Bhupendra Kuldeep
said that every college should
ensure that no additional
money is taken along with fees
and adhere to the fee table pre-
scribed by the Fee Regulatory
Commission of the
Government. Dr Palta informed
all the principals that the
University Examination
Department is preparing to
start B Ed semester examina-
tions from the third week of
December and requested to
pass on the information to all
the students in this regard.

While demonstrating the stu-
dents met the Vice Chancellor
Dr Palta, the Registrar
Bhupendra Kuldeep, Deputy
Registrar Dr Rajamani Patel,
DCDC, Dr Preeta Lal, Sports
Director Dr Dinesh Namdev,
Assistant Registrar Dr Sumit
Agarwal, Himanshu Shekhar
Mandavi, Finance Officer Sushil
Gajbhiye to name a few.

Complaints of irregularities
in B Ed Colleges: VC conducts
online meet with Principals 

Bhilai, Oct 11:

On Tuesday, State
Administrative Service
Association, Durg ac-
corded a warm farewell
to DMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve. The asso-
ciation extended best
wishes to him on the new
posting as Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat. They
recollected the memories
of working with Prakash
Sarve.

Association members
said that due to the calm
and simple nature of
Prakash Surve, all the of-
ficers and employees re-
mained enthusiastic
about the work. His be-
haviour ensured loyalty
of the officers and em-

ployees towards the
work. In this gracious
event, the newly appoint-
ed District President
Ashwani Devangan,
Chief Executive Officer,
District Panchayat Durg,
Lokesh Chandrakar,
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Municipal Corporation
Durg, Ashish Devangan
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Municipal Corporation
Risali, Praveen Verma
Joint Collector, Brijesh
Kshatriya SDM
Dhamdha, Mukesh
Rawte SDM Durg,
Jageshwar Kaushal,
SDM Bhilai Chhawani,
Lata Urvasha Deputy
Collector, Mukesh
Kothari, CEO, District
Patan and other mem-
bers were present.

Prakash Surve accorded
warm farewell 

Bhilai, Oct 11: 

LD Gas Holder plays a
very important part in the
BSP’s Production efforts
by providing vital fuel gas
which is used in various
units of BSP. Till date
more than 1,00,00,000 M3 of
Gas has been recovered &
exported from the Gas
Holder. The LD Gas Holder
of SMS-III was taken
under shutdown from
Aug-21, 2022, for incorpo-
rating several safety modi-
fications. These modifica-
tions were necessary to
make the process of LD
Gas recovery & Export
through SMS3 Gas Holder,
safe & reliable.

Energy Management
Department (EMD) collec-
tive took up the challeng-
ing task of carrying out
the modification jobs in
SMS-3 Gas holder in one
month duration. Due to
the untiring efforts of the
dedicated team of
Mechanical, Electrical
Maintenance & Operation
Sections of EMD, these
modifications works, re-
quiring high degree of
skills and safety precau-
tions at site, have been
done safely & successfully,
with in house resources.
After thorough testing of

all the jobs done, Gas
Holder was commissioned
on September 27, 2022.

The salient among the
Modification jobs carried
out include: 1) Provision of
Hydraulic Non Return
Valve(HNRV) in export
Gas pipeline.

Provision of HNRV is
an important safety re-
quirement & is required to
prevent back travel of
high pressure BF gas into
the low pressure Gas
Holder.

The entire Fabrication,
Erection & Testing of
HNRV was done success-
fully with in-house expert-
ise by EMD (Mech.) collec-
tive. 2) Modification of
Auto Purging Bleeder:
Auto Purging Bleeder in
Gas Holder inlet gas
pipeline was at a very low

height & during purging
there were chances of in-
creased CO gas concentra-
tion at ground level in Gas
Holder & adjoining areas.
The bleeder height was in-
creased & thus ensuring
gas concentration is with-
in safe range at ground
level. 3) Introduction of
Automatic system for
High Gas Pressure situa-
tions: This safety require-
ment has been done for

preventing failure of gas
pipeline drainer seals dur-
ing high gas pressure situ-
ations by introduction of
pressure sensing auto
bleeder valves. 4)
Modification of Volume
Relief Valves: In order to
evacuate the gas holder
proper, 2no’s of volume re-
lief valves have been mod-
ified for operation from
Ground level.

5] Provision of Isolation
Valves in Gas Boosters
and 6) Provision of
Positive isolation
(Blanking) Flange & isola-
tion valves in all Gas
Pipeline U-Seals.

All the jobs were carried
out by EMD collective
comprising UV Subhadra,
GM (Operation); Kamal
Kumar, GM (Mechanical);
C Chandrashekhar,
GM(I/c-Maintenance) &
SK Dashore, GM(I/c-
Operation) under the lead-
ership of BK Sinha, GM
(I/c-EMD).

Regular recovery &
Export of gas from LD Gas
Holder of SMS3 will prove
to a boon to BSP’s produc-
tion with Benefits
achieved out of this modi-
fication works being: en-
hanced safety, reliability of
Gas Holder & assured
availability of LD Gas.

Bhilai, Oct 11: Bhilai
Municipal Commissioner
Rohit Vyas conducted an
intensive tour of the ward
areas for the second con-
secutive day. Early morn-
ing he inspected different
areas of Balaji Nagar and
Bapu Nagar in Khursipar.
During this, he found leak-
ages at some places in the
water supply pipeline near
the pump house, on which
he instructed the officers
present to get it repaired at
the earliest to prevent
wastage of water. He said
that all such leakages
should be checked and
maintained. He inquired
about the work of door-to-
door garbage collection
and asked to conduct pub-
lic awareness campaign in
the ward areas for segrega-
tion of wet and dry waste.
Along with this, instruc-
tions have been given to ad-
vise the shopkeepers to
keep dustbins in front of
all the shops compulsorily.
He also asked to get re-
moved the junk vehicles
parked near the
Anganwadi since long in
coordination with the traf-
fic police. The commission-
er also took stock of the

pond premises located near
the Baba Balak Nath tem-
ple. He saw the arrange-
ment for cleanliness and
gave instructions to repair
the main gate. MLA repre-
sentative D Kama Raju
gave detailed information
related to the pond to the
commissioner. The com-
missioner also directed to
take aid from agency for
immediate removal of left
over construction debris
after the work is  complet-
ed. In the premises of
Anganwadi in Gautam
Nagar, he directed to make
arrangements for drainage
and cleaning the garden

with the help of Mitan
Club. The commissioner
checked the cleanliness of
the Sulabh Lavatory. In the
meantime, the corpora-
tion’s team took action to
remove the unnecessary
tyres etc kept in front of
the toilet. The commission-
er has given special in-
structions to the officers re-
garding the cleaning of
drains. He warned that the
situation of water logging
should not be created due
to non-cleaning of drains.
The commissioner reached
the health camp being or-
ganized under the Mobile
Medical Unit and queried

about type of patients com-
ing mostly and what is the
availability of medicines
for them and what are the
responsibilities of the med-
ical staff and asked to prop-
erly propagate the informa-
tion about the camp to be
organized in advance.
During the inspection, he
was accompanied by
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Zone
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Shivajinagar Amitabh
Sharma, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra and
Zone Health Officer
Mahesh Pandey.

BMC Commissioner for segregation
of waste at collection points

Sarla Tiwari
BBhhiillaaii:: Sarla
Tiwari, wife of
retired BSP execu-
tive BP Tiwari, left
for heavenly
abode at the age
of 82 years. Funeral procession
will be taken out from her resi-
dence situated at MIG2/289,
Hudco on October 12 around
11:00 hrs and last rites of the
mortal remains will be per-
formed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was the mother
of BSP employee Rajesh Tiwari.

Obituary

EMD conducts successful commissioning of LD gas holder 
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RDA to take legal opinion before decision
on New Swagat Vihar case

Raipur, Oct 11: Raipur
Development Authority
(RDA) Board of Directors
on Tuesday decided to
send the proposal related
with much-talked New
Swagat Vihar scheme
which falls under the
Kamal Vihar Integrated
Township Scheme after
further scrutiny. RDA
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Dharmesh Kumar
Sahu has been entrusted
with the responsibility of
Nodal Officer for the en-
tire case related with New
Swagat Vihar scheme.
After going though the
legal provisions, the RDA

would come up with op-
tions and recommenda-
tions to the state govern-
ment to give a final call on
the issue.

Above decision was
taken at the meeting of
Board of Directors held
under the chairmanship
of RDA Chairman
Subhash Dhuppad.

It is notable that the
state government had is-

sued a circular on May 17
this year to take a decision
on controversial New
Swagat Vihar scheme and
had directed to take essen-
tial steps on five points.

According to the infor-
mation received, the Nodal
Officer would seek fresh
claims and objections and
would be published at pub-
lic platform before taking
a final decision.

Assembly Speaker underlines role of teacher in democracy

Raipur, Oct 11: The role
of teacher is very impor-
tant in a democracy.
Teacher is the only person
who gives direction and
momentum to the whole
society. In the present con-
text, the responsibility of
the teacher becomes very
high. Teacher should
work towards strengthen-
ing the democracy. Dr
Charandas Mahant,
Speaker of Chhattisgarh
State Legislative

Assembly, expressed such
views on the role of
teacher in democracy at
the state-level seminar or-
ganized by the
Association of Private
Professional Unaided
Colleges of Chhattisgarh
today. Dr Mahant was
present as chief guest at
the function.

He asked the teachers to
fully discharge their re-
sponsibility and continue
the work of spreading
awareness in the society,
which will strengthen
democracy and India’s
democracy will attain a
leading position in the
whole world. A teacher
spreads light in the socie-

ty, said School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam. He under-
lined role of teacher in ed-
ucating people and realis-
ing the idea of civilised
and beautiful society in
contemporary times.

Senior MLA and former
minister and patron of the
association, Satyanarayan
Sharma who was present
as special guest said in his
address that private col-
leges were facing many
challenges. The condition
of having 5 acres of land
has become mandatory in
starting a new college,
which is completely un-
fair, he said. If an institu-
tion wants to start a col-

lege in the middle of the
city, then it is impossible
to get 5 acres of land in-
side the city, said Sharma,
adding that such binding
conditions should be de-
clared void.

A teacher acts as a con-
duit of proper knowledge
to the people in a democra-
cy, said Association
President Dr Suresh
Shukla. According to him
only teacher can distin-
guish between Ram and
Ravan. A teacher can dis-
tinguish between right
and wrong in Kansh and
Krishna, he said, adding
that teacher can distin-
guish between right and
wrong in a democracy.

Image of Ch’garh
maligned with ED raid on

3 bureaucrats: Raman
Raipur, Oct 11: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
National Vice
President and for-
mer Chief
Minister Dr
Raman Singh on
Tuesday claimed
that Chhattisgarh
is ashamed with
the Enforcement
Directorate raid at the
premises of three Indian
Administrative Services
(IAS) Officers including sit-
ting District Collector.

Addressing a press con-
ference at his residence, the
former CM Dr Raman
Singh claimed that the
image of Chhattisgarh has
been maligned with the ED
raid at the three senior bu-
reaucrats including a sit-
ting District Collector. Dr
Singh also claimed that the
raids too have been con-
ducted at the Congress

leaders who are close asso-
ciates of Bhupesh Baghel.

He said that the
bureaucrats have
close associates
with the
Congmen should
refrain from mak-
ing political mo-
tives as just one
year of present

government is left. ED raid
is also a warning lesson to
the other bureaucrats who
are working at the behest of
Congmen. He further stat-
ed that no concrete develop-
ment works have been car-
ried out in Chhattisgarh
during the last four years
and the government
arrangements are now
been exposed one by one.
He also took a dig on re-
ported nexus of Congress
leaders with naxalites who
have been arrested from
neighbouring Telangana.

Mayor expresses displeasure over
delay in patchwork on roads

Raipur, Oct 11: Mayor
Aijaz Dhebar today held a
meeting to discuss 10-
point agenda of Raipur
Municipal Corporation’s
public works department
at Raipur Municipal
Corporation headquar-
ters. Expressing delay
over patch work to fill up
potholes on the roads he
instructed to impose fine
of Rs 25000 on concerned
contractor. He also
warned that contractors
repeating faults would be
directly blacklisted in fu-
ture. The meeting was at-
tended by MiC member
Gyanesh Sharma, Sunder
Jogi, Additional
Commissioner Abhishek
Agrawal and other senior
officials.

In the beginning patch-
work was discussed. The
representative of a Delhi
based company which has

brought the road doctor
machine was also called
in the meeting. He said
that patch work was being
carried out at 80 square
feet of road every day. He
also said that another ma-
chine arrived which will
start working in a day or
two. He excused slow-
down in pace of work cit-
ing the weather. Annoyed
over his excuse the Mayor
said that even when
weather was good in
March-April the pace of

work was slow. The
Mayor told officials to im-
pose fine on the contrac-
tor. Officers of all the ten
zones were asked the
number of potholes on
the Bituminous roads in
their respective zones. It
was revealed that there
are 1294 potholes across
the city. According to the
Mayor number of
pothomes may be much
higher and if the number
of road doctor machines
is not increased then it
will take a lot of time to
repair the potholes.
Another asphalt contrac-
tor was called to the meet-
ing. The work of repair-
ing the pit is done by him
with a paver machine. He
was asked to fill eight to
ten pits from Amapara
Chowk to Lakhenagar
Chowk. He was asked to
do this work within a day

or two. After this the qual-
ity of those filled pits will
be checked. If the quality
turns out to be good, then
all the zones will be asked
to do the same work. The
pitching machine works
at a higher speed than the
road doctor machine.
This will fill the pits very
soon.

MIC member Gyanesh
Sharma also appeared
angry while discussing
the mayor’s fund. He said
that the files that came
out of the zones have to be
searched where they got
stuck. He said that work
is done for the facilities to
the common citizens.
Files should not be stuck.
Subjects fund of Rs 15
lakh, development fee,
road barrier fee, mainte-
nance item, new asphalt
roads were also discussed
in the meeting.

State-level seminar
by Association of
Private Professional
Unaided Colleges 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  1111::  Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organizes
‘Pension Adalat’ programme
for redressal of the grievances
received from pensioners by
the Assistant P.F.
Commissioner. The time
schedule of the programme
scheduled for  October 18th,
2022 is as under EPF
Pensioner- 11.00 am to 01.00
pm at  Conference Hall, 1st
Floor, Bhawisyanidhi Bhawan,
Pandri, Raipur.

The concerned pensioners

are requested to send their
specific grievance on or before
October 17 positively through
postal mode or by visiting
office, super scribing “Pension
Adalat” on the envelope.  It
should also be noted that the
complete PF Account number/
PPO number and other neces-
sary and relevant service
details/particulars along with
available documentary evi-
dences in support of the griev-
ance should explicitly be men-
tioned/enclosed.  All the con-
cerned are requested to avail
this opportunity.

Pension Adalat on October 18

Sanjeev Kumar takes charge 
as new DRM, Raipur div

Raipur, Oct 11: Sanjeev Kumar took
charge as new DRM of SECR Raipur
Division. He succeeds Shyam Sunder
Gupta. Sanjeev Kumar prior to his pres-
ent assignment was working with North
Central Railway as CEDE. He did his B
Tech Electrical Engineering  from IIT
Delhi and M Tech Power System. He
worked in different posts prior to his
joining as DRM Raipur. Soon after taking charge he met
the branch heads in an informal meeting and stressed on
increasing revenue, enhancement in passenger ameni-
ties and passenger safety.

CM inaugurates a high-level bridge on Sakri river
Kabirdham, Oct 11:
During ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugurat-
ed a high-level bridge worth
Rs. 9.10 cr that has been con-
structed on the Sakri river
of National Highway No. 30
of Kawardha city.
Addressing the people, he
said that this bridge will
mark a new chapter in the
development of this district
and is also the highest
bridge in the city. After the
construction of this high-
level bridge, all-season con-
nectivity will be available
with the Mandala and
Jabalpur of Madhya
Pradesh and nearby dis-
tricts like Mungeli,
Bemetara, and Bilaspur

Headquater. The people of
the Kabirdham thanked the
Chief Minister for fulfilling
the long-awaited demand
for the bridge.

A 100-year-old British-era
low-level bridge on the
Sakri river of National
Highway (NH) No. 30 gets
flooded during monsoon

and people were not able to
use the bridge. This bridge
needed to be replaced with a
new high-level bridge.
Cabinet Minister and
Kawardha MLA
Mohammad Akbar had re-
quested the Chief Minister
to give the approval for the
construction of a high-level

bridge across the Sakri
river to have proper devel-
opment of the Kabirdham
district. Chief Minister ap-
proved  Rs 9.10 cr for the
construction of a high-level
bridge. Akbar also per-
formed Bhoomi Pujan for
the construction of the
bridge and was monitoring
himself to complete the
bridge construction in the
stipulated time, as a result
of which the high-level
bridge has been completed
in just 9 months. This
bridge will connect Madhya
Pradesh and Raipur-
Mungeli-Bilaspur.

A 90 meters long and 16
meters wide bridge has
been made on the Sakri
river of Raipur-Kawardha-

Jabalpur National Highway
No. 30. A 100-year-old
British-era low-level bridge
on the Sakri river of
National Highway number
30 gets flooded during mon-
soon and people were not
able to use the bridge. Now
administrative approval has
been given for replacing the
old low-level bridge with a
new high-level bridge. The
construction work of the
bridge started on 27
January 2020 and was com-
pleted in just 9 months. The
workforce involved in the
construction of this bridge
includes engineers from the
chief engineer to the sub-
engineer, 15-20 skilled work-
ers, and 40-50 unskilled
workers at the site.

Ch’garh eves register 87 runs

win in T-20 cricket tournament
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 11:
Chhattisgarh Women
Cricket team won the
match against Sikkim by
87 runs in the Senior
Women T-20 trophy
being organized under
the aegis of BCCI at
Pawar Cricket Academy
Mumbai. Electing to bat
first, the Chhattisgarh
Women scored 176 runs
for just 2 wickets. Shivi
Pandey scored maxi-
mum 87 runs for

Chhattisgarh whereas
Aishwarya Singh too
scored 56 runs from just
40 balls to help
Chhattisgarh put a com-
manding total.

In reply, the Sikkim
team were bundled out
for just 89 runs. Pranshu
Priya and Urmila
Harina claimed two
wickets each for
Chhattisgarh whereas
Manpreet Kaur also
claimed on wicket.
Chhattisgarh won the
match by 87 runs.

Benefited from CM’s nutrition
campaign scheme

BBiijjaappuurr,,  OOcctt  1111::  Malnutrition
remains a serious problem in the
present time. Many such schemes
are being implemented from the
government level to get rid of
malnutrition level. This has con-
tributed a lot to the eradication of
malnutrition. At present, the Chief
Minister’s Nutrition Campaign is
being conducted through
Anganwadi Centres, is going.

Under the Integrated Child
Development Project,
Bhairamgarh’s sector Patarpara,
the weight of the boy/ girl record-
ed in the Anganwadi Centre,
Odasha is taken every day, on the
basis of this weight, the malnutri-
tion level of the children can be
measured. In addition, children
affected by malnutrition are iden-
tified. 

During this, Monika Mandavi
was identified as a malnourished
child by Anganwadi worker Sevati
Thakur. The girl child Monika
Mandavi was born on 18 October
2019 in Bhairamgarh Hospital.
The weight of the girl child at
birth was 2.500 kg. Due to which
the child became severely mal-

nourished. Seeing Monika’s con-
dition, her mother Lakhmi
Mandavi was worried.
Simultaneously, after seeing the
condition of the child by activist
Sevati Thakur, the girl was admit-
ted to (Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centre) Bhairamgarh.

During the 15-day recruitment
in the Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centre, advice was given to take
proper care of the girl child and
eat a balanced diet in the right
way. In an interval of 2-3 days,
Anganwadi worker Sevati Thakur
used to visit the nutrition rehabil-
itation centre to see the well-
being of the girl child. During this
time the child improved a lot.
During the home visit by

Anganwadi worker Sevati Thakur
and Sector Supervisor, during the
home visit, the mother of the girl
Monika was given information
about early breastfeeding, contin-
uous breastfeeding for 6 months,
as well as the above diet and
hygiene, vaccination from time to
time. 

Sevati Thakur and Sector
Supervisor explained. After 15
days, after returning home from
the Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centre, the mother of the child
was asked by the Anganwadi
worker and Mitanin, Bijadutir
Volunteer to prepare the nutrition
body at home. Monika’s mother
was told by the Anganwadi work-
er that the child and their mother
were asked to come to the
Anganwadi centre daily. Presently
the weight of Monica Mandavi is 9
kg which is in normal level. Today,
in view of the improvement in the
condition of their child, the par-
ents and family of the child
expressed their gratitude to the
Government Administration and
the Women and Child
Development Department.

BJP and Gagda should stop making false allegations: Mandavi

Bijapur, Oct 11: On
Tuesday, the District
Congress Committee (DCC),
Bijapur, organized a press
conference and turned
down the allegations of BJP
and Mahesh Gagda out-
rightly. In the press confer-
ence, Bijapur MLA Vikram
Mandavi said that “no one
is above the law, if someone
does wrong, the law will
take its course and action
will be taken according to
the law.” Mandavi said that
former MLA Mahesh Gagda
should first please tell that
who is a Naxalite and action
will definitely be taken
against them. He said that
no Congress worker is relat-
ed to Naxalites. Mandavi
also said during his press

conference that if Mahesh
Gagda knows that any
Congress worker is related
to Naxalites and he has evi-
dence in that regard, then
he should complain about it
to the administration.
Mahesh Gagda says that
Naxalites have taken mem-
bership of Congress party
and if Mahesh Gagda
knows any such Naxalites
who have taken member-
ship of Congress party, then
they should make public the
names of such people,
Mandavi added.

MLA Mandavi further
charged that people like
Dantewada BJP Vice

President Jagat Pujari,
Kanker MP representative
Dharmendra Chopra,
Bhairamgarh BJP Mandal
President Guttaram
Kashyap were directly relat-
ed to Naxalites. There are
other BJP leaders also who
are related to Naxalites, in
the coming time, the
Congress will also disclose
those names.

Vikram Mandavi said in
a press conference that the
Congress party has lost
many of its leaders in
Naxalite incidents, the
biggest example of which is
the Jheeram Ghati incident.
Apart from this, there are

big Congress leaders like
Late Budhram Rana, Late
Sika Manjhi, Late Budhram
Kashyap of the district who
have been lost by the
Congress party.

Vikram Mandavi said
that Mahesh Gagda should
also tell that who is creating
pressure in the name of
Naxalites in the district,
which officials are being in-
timidated, they should
make those names public.
Vikram Mandavi further
said that “Now Mahesh
Gagda has also alleged that
Congress people are intimi-
dating BJP people in the
name of Naxalites, then
mandavi wants to ask
Gagda that if BJP workers
were intimidated in the
name of Naxalites. If so,
then how Congress workers
have entered BJP in
Madded and Bhairamgarh,
and why did BJP gave them
entry. Vikram Mandavi

turned down the allegations
by Gagda saying that he was
not present to pay homage
to a soldier who got mar-
tyred in Pamed area and
added that on that day he
was in Bhopalpatnam.
Mandavi questioned as to
why Gagda is restoring to
such cheap lies. He further
said that Mahesh Gagda
and the people of BJP are
continuously lying. BJP is
focusing only to mislead
and misleading the people
so that their politics keep
shining like dying lamp and
they remain in the media,
he alleged.

DCC President Lalu
Rathore said that “It is clear
from the tactful character of
BJP and Mahesh Gagda
that later has again written
a letter to the union home
minister and started misus-
ing them by pressurizing
the constitutional institu-
tions.

Medical college will be opened

in Kabirdham district
Kabirdham, Oct 11: During
Bhent Mulaqat program at
Kawardha Assembly
Constituency of Kabirdham dis-
trict, Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel announced opening of
medical college in the district.
Chief Minister Baghel said in
this regard that MP Rahul
Gandhi had promised to open a
medical college in Kabirdham
district on the demand of the
people during his stay in
Kawardha.

In fulfillment of his promise
and keeping in view the demand
of locals, the state government
has decided to establish a med-
ical college in the district. The
officials were instructed to sub-
mit proposals for the new med-
ical college soon. On this occa-
sion District in-charge and
Health Minister T.S. Singhdeo,
MLA Kawardha and Forest
Minister Mohammad Akbar and
MLA Pandariya Mamta
Chandrakar were also present.

Demand for 10% DA before Diwali

Raipur, Oct 11:
Karmachari Adhikaro
Mahasangh has wel-
comed the 5th installment
of 7th PC arrears pay-
ment. It needs to be men-
tioned here, a delegation
of Mahasangh led by GS
O P Sharma had entered
into an agreement with
the government on Augist
13, 2022 and accordingly

the demand for 7th PC ar-
rears has been accepted.
Mahadangh demanded
10% DA bite before
Diwali and mentioned
that 4% DA bite was an-
nounced some time back
but state government
staff fall back by 10% DA
when compared to other
state employees.
Mahasangh also demand-
ed that payment of
October salary before
October 24 as like previ-
ous years.

Dr Grace Pinto receives
‘Lifetime Achievement Award’
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 11: Dr Grace
Pinto, Managing Director,
Ryan International
Group of Institutions re-
ceived the “Lifetime
Achievement Award
2022” for her commend-
able contribution and ex-
ceptional work in the edu-
cation sector. The award
was presented by
Prithvirajsing Roopun,
GCSK, President of the
Republic of Mauritius in
the presence of Mrs
Leela Devi Dookun-
Luchoomun, Vice-Prime
Minister, Minister of
Education, Tertiary
Education, Science &
Technology, Alan Ganoo,
Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mrs K Nandini
Singla, High
Commissioner of India,
Mauritius and other dis-
tinguished dignitaries
during the Excellence in
Education Awards 2022

organized by the
Intelligence Minds Trust
in Collaboration with the
Ministry of Education-
Government of
Mauritius on 6th October
2022 at Mauritius.

Speaking about the
award Dr. Grace Pinto
said, “I am grateful to my
Lord Jesus Christ for this
prestigious honour and
his blessings upon the
Ryan Fraternity. We ac-

knowledge the support
and collaborative efforts
of our stakeholders – the
parents, staff and stu-
dents in achieving
greater milestones in the
segment of education.
We at Ryan Group contin-
ue to be committed to our
vision and mission of
nurturing lifelong learn-
ers and responsible citi-
zen leaders through holis-
tic education.”

Record 5.4 lakh units vehicles
sold during Navratri: FADA

Raipur, Oct 11: Vehicle
retail sales in the country
rose 57 per cent during the
Navratri festival this year,
clocking a record sales of
nearly 5.4 lakh units,
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations said
on Monday. Total vehicle
retail sales between
September 26 and October
5, 2022, stood at 5,39,227
units compared to 3,42,459
units sold during Navratri
last year, FADA said in a
statement. The sales regis-
tered this year were also a
record, bettering the previ-
ous best of 4,66,128 units in
Navratri of 2019, it added.
Navratri sales show that
customers are back in
showrooms after a gap of
three years, FADA
President Manish Raj
Singhania said. As per the
FADA data, two-wheeler
retail sales in this year’s
Navratri stood at 3,69,020
units against 2,42,213 units
during the festive period

last year, showing a
growth of 52.35 per cent.
Compared to 3,55,851 units
clocked in the Navratri of
the pre-Covid year 2019 the
two-wheeler sales growth
was 3.7 per cent.

“Two-wheeler category,
which was continuously
showing weakness when
compared to pre-Covid
months, also registered
single-digit growth,”
Singhania said. Passenger
vehicle sales during this
year’s Navratri stood at
1,10,521 units against
64,850 units last year, a

growth of 70.43 per cent,
FADA said. Similarly,
commercial vehicle retail
also grew by 48.25 per cent
to 22,437 units from 15,135
units sold in Navratri last
year.

The growth was also
witnessed in the three-
wheeler category, which
posted sales of 19,809
units in Navratri this year
compared to 9,203 units
last year. Tractor sales
also jumped 57.66 per cent
to 17,440 units from 11,062
units sold in Navratri
2021. “We now hope that
this trend continues till
Deepawali so that apart
from passenger vehicle
dealers, who will see a
decade high during this
festive, the two-wheeler
dealers also have a good
season and hence helps
them liquidate their
stock, which they have
built in anticipation of a
good festive,” Singhania
said.

Two stationery supply agencies
blacklisted for three years

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 11: Two
agencies of the city
have been blacklisted
for not providing sta-
tionery in government
offices at the accepted
minimum rate of ten-
der. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure
took this action after
taking note of inter-
ruption in government
work and violation of
tender conditions. The
JV Sales, Amlidih and
Akansha Traders
Rajatalab Raipur have
also been debarred by
the district administra-
tion from participating
in any government ten-
der for three years.
With this action both
the agencies lost securi-

ty deposit of Rs 15000
each.

According to the or-
ders issued lowest ten-
der rates of both the
agencies were ap-
proved in tender for sta-
tionery and computer
sationery for collec-
torate in the year 2022-
23. District and
Sessions Judge, Raipur
and Deputy Inspector
General of Police and
Senior Superintendent
of Police Office and
Chairman Inter-depart-
mental Lead Agency
Road Safety Office had
placed order before
Akansha Traders for
JK Copier Paper of A-4
size at lowest rate of
tender. Akanksha
Traders did not provide
the material to all these
offices at the prescribed
rate. A show cause no-
tice was issued to the
agency in this regard.
In response to the no-
tice, reconciliation
reply was not submit-

ted by the agency.
Receipt of material
supplied by it or copy of
the bill was also not fur-
nished. Taking action
on this, the collector
put Akanksha Traders
in the black list for the
next three years.

Similarly District
Returning Officer
placed demand order
before JV Sales for pro-
viding contingency reg-
ister, But the agency
did not provide the reg-
ister to election office.
On this a show cause
notice was issued to the
agency.

In response to the no-
tice, conciliatory reply
was not furnished by
the agency and no rele-
vant documents were
also submitted. Taking
action on this, the col-
lector blacklisted JK
Sales for the next three
years. With this, the se-
curity deposit of the
agency has been 
forfeited.

Continuous work is being done for
upliftment of tribals in Ch’garh: CM

KKaabbiirrddhhaamm,,  OOcctt  1111::  “Soon after
the formation of the new gov-
ernment in Chhattisgarh, con-
tinuous works are being done
for the protection and uplift-
ment of the tribal community.
Tribals would not be deprived
of the reservation benefits in
the state in any way”, said
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. 

He was addressing the
Adivasi Samaj Sammelan
organized in Kawardha late on
Monday. On this occasion
Health Minister TS Singh Deo,

Forest and Climate Change
Minister Mohammad Akbar,
Pandariya MLA Mamta
Chandrakar and office bearers
of Adivasi Samaj were present
in large numbers.

Baghel added saying that
various schemes are being
implemented in the state for
the welfare and upliftment of
the tribal community. The
development of ‘Devgudi’ and
‘Ghotul’ is being done on a pri-
ority basis to give a new identi-
ty and promote the tribal cul-
ture in the state. The Grand

National Tribal Dance Festival
is being organized to introduce
the tribal culture of
Chhattisgarh to the country
and the world. 

Chief Minister Baghel
announced the construction of
a museum of Baiga Samaj—a
special backward tribe of
Chhattisgarh—at Bhoramdev
for the preservation and pro-
motion of their rich culture and
tradition. He also announced to
upgrade Post Matric Hostel at
Kawardha from 50 seater to
100 seater and the construc-

tion of an additional room at
Adivasi Mangal Bhawan in
Kawardha. Besides, he
announced giving financial aid
of Rs 3 lakh to Radhana Meravi,
a student of the Government
Higher Secondary School
Rengakhar Jungle in Bodla
block for her higher studies.
She had got selected for IIT
Kharagpur. Baghel congratu-
lated her and gave her best
wishes for her further studies. 

Chief Minister Baghel said
that while ensuring effective
implementation of the Forest
Rights Act in the state, we have
secured the rights of tribals on
‘Jal-Jungle-Zameen’ (water-for-
est-land). We have started pro-
viding forestland rights in the
reserve areas as well. This has
restored the confidence of trib-
als in government. Speaking
about the initiatives undertak-
en by the state government for
the upliftment of tribals in the
state, Baghel said that the
remuneration for tendupatta

collection has been increased
from Rs. 2500 per standard bag
to Rs. 4000 per standard bag.
Similarly, by making arrange-
ments for the collection and
sale of 65 types of minor forest
produce at support price, its
processing, and value addition
at the local level, our govern-
ment has not only increased
the income of the tribals but
also created employment
opportunities for them at the
local level. 

In addition, proper arrange-
ments have been made for the
collection and purchase of
small cereal crops like Kodo-
kutki and ragi by fixing their
support price. Besides,  22
types of products are being
prepared by our women groups
through the processing of
nutritionally rich small cereal
crops. In this, hundreds of peo-
ple are getting employment
through self-help groups and
they have also got a new
source of income.
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Tribals of the state
will not be deprived
of the reservation
benefits, says CM

Baghel announced
construction of
museum of Baiga
Samaj in
Bhoramdev

Collector’s action
for not providing
materials at tender
rate

Welcomes arrears
payment of 7th PC 

Stop confusing the
people of Bijapur:
Rathore

Poonam Chand
Agrawal

Raipur: Poonam
C h a n d
A g r a w a l ,
R/o Ashoka
R a t n a ,
breathed his

last here on Tuesday.
He was brother of
Naresh, Ashok and
Subhash Agrawal and
father of Sharad
Agrawal. The final
rites will be held on Oct
12 at Marwari cremato-
rium at 9:30 am.

OBITUARY
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Amarkantak, Oct 11: 

A mega medical camp
was organized at Janjatiya
Kalyana Kendra(JJKK),
Mahakaushal Bargaon.
Every year the JJKK or-
ganizes such mega medical
camps for the benefit of the
local tribal communities.
However, this year the or-
ganizers planned a grand
fervor with a view to cover
six districts, including
Anuppur, Dindori Mandla,
Umaria, Balaghat and
Shahdol. The camp was in-
augurated by Ms. Kajal
Jhawla SDM Shahpura.
Other dignitaries were also
present in the inaugural
session on the dais. Later,
Collector Ratnakar Jha vis-
ited the camp and observed
the arrangement. It was a
mega medical camp where
about 200 doctors offered
their services at this mega
medical camp; the doctors
arrived from various
places, including Jabalpur,
Bilaspur, Indore, Delhi,
Bhopal, and Gwalior. As
many as 6524 patients were
given treatment at this
mega medical camp from
six neighboring districts.
Treatment for various dis-
eases includes Ear, Dental,

Mental, Covid,
Orthopedics, heart, skin,
PWDs, kidney, sickle cell,
liver, Gynecology, sickle
cell, etc. The premises were
overcrowded, and estimat-
ed that about 10000 people
visited this mega-medical
camp. Nutritious food is
also arranged for all the
visitors. About 68 counters
were arranged for giving
treatment at this event. 40

counters were designated
for doctors and five coun-
ters for registration, and
two for inquiry.

A special camp for the
disabled to issue the PWD
certificate and tricycle dis-
tribution and supply of ar-
tificial limbs was also
arranged by the Ministry
of Social Justice, Govt of
India, and Madhya
Pradesh. Hearing aids are

also supplied at this camp.
It is reported that about 800
PWD certificates were is-
sued. Besides the Tricycles,
Motorized and normal and
stretcher cycles were also
distributed. The campsite-
was overcrowded with
masses. However, all the
necessary arrangements,
including medicine, food,
and transportation for the
disabled, were arranged.
All the line department of-
ficials, including health,
education, tribal welfare,
police, revenue, disabled
welfare etc, participated
and helped in the smooth
conduct of the event. The
patients expressed happi-
ness for organizing such a
big event at their premises
and thanked the JJKK for
such an initiative all the
patients and attendants
signed off with cheered
smiles. The disabled who
received the tricycles were
joyed and expressed their
gratitude to JJKK for mak-
ing them free from all the
hurdles that they had faced
all these days. The event
ended with a vote of
thanks and appreciation to
all the doctors and the vol-
unteers who rendered
their services at this camp.

Mega health camp 
held at JJKK Bargaon 

6524 patients receive treatment

Dhamdha, Oct 09:

In context of rumours
being spread about child-
lifter gang active in the
region, an awareness
programme through
‘Janchaupal’ was organ-
ised in Gram Dargaon
here on Sunday. The staff
of Dhamdha Thana in-
formed general public
that if there is rumour
being spread by anyone
about child-lifter in the
region, then action will
be taken against him or
her under IT Act. In case
if they come across any
suspicious persons then
they should immediately
informed it to the nearest
police station or chowki
and do not indulge in any
beating or thrashing in
public places. Those in-

dulging in beating others
will also face legal ac-
tion.

On this occasion the
villagers gave a patient
hearing to the police and
assured to lodge com-
plaint with the police
first remaining united
and expressed gratitude
towards the police per-
sonnel for spreading
awareness about the
issue.

They held the organi-
sation of such pro-
grammes as one remov-
ing confusions in the
mind of general public
and for this ‘janchaupal’,
TI Dhamdha Thana
Vipin Rangari had
formed a special team
and on this occasion vil-
lagers in large number
were present.

General public informed
about false rumour

Being spread related to lifting of children by child lifters

RRaajjiimm,,  OOcctt  1111::  Chhattisgarhia
Olympic competition in
Chaubebandha, is going on with
people actively participating in
the event. Gothan Samiti
President Vishnu Ram Jangde,
who arrived as the chief guest in
the program, said that by organ-
izing such competitions by the
state government the folk sports
of Chhattisgarh is geeting a
boost and its far-reaching
results will be seen. Shera
Jangde, president of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club, told that this pro-
gram will continue and women,
men and children of all classes
are participating.As per the
results of the sports event,
Roshni Sahu stood first in
Billas,Chandni Sahu in Langdi
race, Vaibhav Sahu first in Bati,
second Ved Kumar Sahu, third
Bhupesh Sonkar and  Durgavati
team became the winner in
Kabaddi Women.  In the 100
meter race, Chetna Sonkar,
Chandni Sahu and Geeta Pal
stood first second and third
respectively. In the girl’s catego-
ry under 18 years, Shabnam
Yadav, Chitralekha Sahu, and
Damayantin stood third. Giving
further information, Rajiv Mitan
Youth Club President Shera
Jangde said that all the partici-
pants are playing at village level
first, if selected; they will get a
chance to play at block, district
and state level also. He also
informed that all the winning
participants will be rewarded at
the village level. The coopera-
tion of primary and middle
school teachers in this program
is noteworthy, he said.

Folk sports getting
a boost from

Ch’garhia
Olympics: Jangde

MNREGA employees’
wages stalled

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  OOcctt  1100:: Expressing
displeasure over MNREGA
employees not getting salary
for the last 6 months, senior
district member of the district,
Ravi Agarwal has requested the
state head Bhupesh Baghel to
pay salaries to the working
employees very soon.
According to the information
received, after March 2022, the
employees working in this
scheme have not got salary and
many have been forced to leave
their jobs and go to other states
for daily wages.  Agarwal has
said that in the history till date,
the problem of non-payment of
salary to the employees has
never come, but the govern-
ment is continuously doing
injustice to the employees and
in such a situation, the family
members of the employees
have come to the point of star-
vation.  Today, the condition of
MGNREGA employees who
have come from other districts
and providing their services by
staying in rented houses has
become more painful and the
landlords are continuously
pressurizing them to pay the
rent. Overall, the employee is
forced to work in a chaotic situ-
ation, Agarwal said, demanding
the dispersal of wages of the
employees at the earliest.

Mungeli, Oct 11: 

Advising the public not
to believe in rumors being
circulated in the State, re-
garding child lifting
gangs, Superintendent of
Police Chandra Mohan
Singh said that no child-
lifter gang is active in the
state and due to festivals,
different types of people
like laborers, sadhus, beg-
gars come from different
states and cities, who are
not all likely child lifters.
Do not commit assault or
any other incident on any
person under suspicion
and inform the nearest po-
lice station, he said. For
some time now, the rumor

of child-lifter roaming in
Chhattisgarh is spreading
and regarding which pam-
phlets are also going viral
in the WhatsApp group.
No pamphlets have been
issued by the police relat-

ed to these rumours and
presently no child-lifting
gang is active in the state,
he asserted.

Speaking on the topic
further, he said that in the
rural areas, incidents of
assault are being recorded
and one such incident has
happened in Durg district,
in which a case has been
registered against the riot-
ers and arrests have been
made.

Do not commit assault
or any other incident on
any person under suspi-
cion and in case of as-
sault, necessary legal ac-
tion will be taken after im-
mediate investigation, he
said.

Ignore rumors in relation 
to child thief gang: SP Dongargarh, Oct 11: 

Due to non-payment of
amount even after com-
pleting the construction
work, the financial crisis
has deepened on the
Sarpanch of Vananchal
village Kothnapani, and
is forced to live in debt.

Sarpanch representa-
tive and former district
member Gani Ram
Chandravanshi, a resi-
dent of village
Damudhara, dependent
of village panchayat
Kothnapani, told that at
the local level, pressure
is always created by the
officials to complete the
work in the Gram
Panchayat under the
Mahatma Gandhi
Employment Guarantee

Scheme, but due to non-
payment many villagers
and Panchayat members

are currently under debt.
Most of the panchay-

ats’ representatives are

facing a similar situation
and Sarpanch represen-
tative Ganiram
Chandravanshi told that
of the year 2021, 5 lakh
rupees in the construc-
tion of Gauthan, 1 lakh
rupees in the pasture, a
total amount of 10 lakh
rupees is stuck, and even
after 1 year of submitting
the bill voucher after ver-
ification, the amount has
not been received yet.

He also said that many
old dues of the labourers
are also pending, which
also attributes to the
sum to be issued by offi-
cials. Meanwhile MNRE-
GA officials have as-
sured the issuing of the
pending money as the
funds arrive for disbur-
sal.

Kothnapani Panchayat sarpanch in financial crunchScribe receives
threat to life

Sheorinarayan, Oct 11:
On October 11 a1 about 1
pm when Central
Chronicle correspondent
Hemant Sharma was sit-
ting with his friends at
Chaupati, one youth
Pratham Sharma came
there and started shouting
at him that he will be
killed. It needs to be men-
tioned here, Hemant
Sharma won a case of
property dispute from
court and now has applied
to Revenue Court  for its
implementation. His oppo-
sition troubled over this
step had earlier too threat-
ened Hemant of life. The
victim approached the po-
lice for action but with no
police action moral of op-
position side is high.

Pithora, Oct 10: 

On occasion of first
‘Butterfly meet’, a special
cover and picture post-
card was released at
Barnawapara sanctuary
here on Sunday. To make
the ‘Butterfly meet’ mem-
orable, the Forest depart-
ment released a special
cover of rare butterflies
of Barnawapara along
with a picture postcard.

It was released at the
hands of VC Rai Chief
Post Master General

(CPMG) Chhattisgarh cir-
cle and Director Postal
Services Dinesh Mistry;
BL Jangde- Addl. Suptd.
Post office Raipur div.;
Saurabh Shrivastava-
Asst. Suptd. Raipur divi-
sion and in the presence
of officials from the forest
department. In this pro-
gramme, Dy. Divisional

Postal Inspector
Surendra Sahu, and other
employees of the postal
department and villagers
were present. It is
through such special cov-
ers and picture postcard
that the general public is
apprised about the spe-
cialties of institutions
and individuals.

Special cover and picture
postcard released

 On rare species 
of butterflies of
Barnawapara By the Postal department

RRaaiiggaarrhh,,  OOcctt  1111:: The second
convocation of OP Jindal
University was organized on
Monday in the chief hospitality
of Governor Anusuiya Uikey.
Along with the Governor,
Chhattisgarh Private University
Regulatory Commission
Chairman Umesh Mishra,
University Chancellor and JSP
Foundation Chairperson Shalu
Jindal, JSP Managing Director
Bimlendra Jha, JSP Raigarh
Executive Director Sabyasachi
Bandopadhyay and OP Jindal of
the University. Vice Chancellor
Dr. R.D. Patidar conferred
degrees to a total of 738 meri-
torious students in
Engineering, Management, and
science subjects.

The second convocation cer-
emony of OP Jindal University
located at Capitalpathra in

Raigarh district was organized
in the auditorium of OP Jindal
Vidyalaya. Congratulating all
the students and their families,
the Chief Guest of the function,
the Governor of the State,
Anusuiya Uikey, while congrat-
ulating all the students and
their families said that ‘this
institute established in Raigarh
in the name of famous industri-
alist OP Jindalji in a very short
time not only Chhattisgarh but
the whole country, has estab-
lished its reputation in the edu-
cation world. 

She expressed happiness
over the fact that students from
more than 20 states are getting
a better education at OP Jindal
University. This gives students
coming from different parts of
the country an opportunity to
understand each other’s cul-

ture, which is essential for
national integration. In OPJU,
better work is being done in the
direction of research, analysis,
and publication.
Ms.Uike exhorted the youth to
use their potential in nation-
building. She said that whatev-
er you do in life, the interest of
the country should always be
kept at the forefront. The coun-
try has great expectations for
the youth and all of you have to

fulfill them. She also gave
inspiring information about her
journey from student leader to
the governor in her address.
Appreciating the new National
Education Policy of the country,
the Governor said that better
opportunities will be available
to the youth. Along with this, it
will also help in increasing
entrepreneurship in them. She
expressed confidence that OP
Jindal University would contin-

ue its journey toward the pinna-
cle of excellence. Shalu Jindal,
Chancellor of OP Jindal
University and Chairperson of
JSP Foundation said in her
remarks that this is an impor-
tant milestone in the lives of
the students. 

In this happiness, along with
the hard work of the students,
their family and friends also
contribute a lot. He told that
the founder of OP Jindal Group
Omprakash Jindal and the
Chairman of JSP Naveen Jindal
had dreamed of setting up a
world-class educational institu-
tion in Raigarh so that the stu-

dents here could get the oppor-
tunity of quality education. To
fulfill this dream, OPJIT was
established as an engineering
college. She expressed happi-
ness that within a few years the
College of Engineering has
established its reputation as a
reputed university not only in
the state but in the entire coun-
try. While motivating the stu-
dents, she said that after get-
ting the degree, some students
will pursue further studies and
some will choose their career
path. 

Everywhere they will have to
face many kinds of challenges.
To win from these challenges,
the process of learning will
always have to be continued.
Earlier, OPJU Vice Chancellor
Dr. R.D. Patidar presented the
annual report of the university

while welcoming all the guests
to the convocation. He said that
in 7 years of its establishment,
more than 1800 students from
more than 20 states are getting
an education in the university.
The placement of the institute
is more than 85 percent and out
of these, about 50 percent of
students have got packages of
more than Rs.10 lakh from well-
known companies of the coun-
try on the campus. He
expressed confidence that soon
OPJU will get A-plus certifica-
tion from NAAC. 

A total of 738 students were
awarded degrees during the
convocation. These include 31
gold, 28 silver, and 27 Bronze
medals. During this OP Jindal
University family members,
students, and their families
were present in large numbers.

Governor conferred degrees to the students of OP Jindal University
 Uikey appreciated 

the quality education

of OPJU- 738 

students got degrees

Illegal construction
instead of Jyoti Room
Dongargarh, Oct 11: In
the midst of complaints
about illegal construction
of commercial complexes,
Jai Maa Durga Kalyan
Samiti, illegal construc-
tion of commercial prem-
ises on valuable govern-
ment land located at
Mohra Chowk, was recent-
ly inaugurated by MLA
Bhuneshwar Baghel and
this is an attempt made by
the committee to legit-
imize the illegal act.

On behalf of the
Panchayat representa-
tives, suppressed objec-
tions are being expressed,
but no one wants to speak
openly. According to the
information received, a re-
quest was made by the Jai
Maa Durga Kalyan Samiti
Mohra in the Village
Panchayat Mohra, to grant
permission for the estab-
lishment of Jyoti Room at
the vacant place of Mohra
Chowk, on which the
Panchayat gave its tacit
consent in view of the reli-
gious sentiments. But the
business complex was con-
structed by the committee
in the name of construc-
tion of Jyoti Room and an
amount of 6 lakh 50 thou-
sand was also approved.

Secretary Dilip Mandavi
though has expressed ig-
norance regarding the
construction of commer-
cial complex, which was
inaugurated by MLA in
Gram Panchayat Mohra,
but Sarpanch Village
Panchayat Mohra
Sarpanch Deepak Kumar
Patila said that on the re-
quest of the villagers, the
construction of Jyoti Hall
was proposed on the va-
cant land adjoining Mohra
Chowk.

Korba, Oct 11: 

C h h a t t i s g a r h i a
Olympics, started in the
State by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to pro-
mote the traditional
sports of Chhattisgarh
and to create awareness
among people is seeing a
lot of enthusiastic par-
takers in the sport event,
currently ongoing in the
district. While children,
youth and women are
seeing a lot of enthusi-
asm for these traditional
games, a large number of
people are also reaching
the playgrounds to enjoy
these games. Under the
guidance of District
Collector Sanjeev Kumar
Jha and under the direc-
tion of Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey, the

state’s traditional sports
are being played by or-
ganizing Chhattisgarh
Olympics every day in
the wards of Municipal
Corporation Korba area
under the organization
of Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club. It is worth men-

tioning here that
Chhattisgarhia Olympic
Games have started from
October 06, and 14 types
of traditional games in
single category, Gilli
Danda, Pitthul, Langdi
race, Banti, Billas,
Fugdi, Kabbadi, Gedhi

run, Bhanura and other
games including towing
are being played, in
Korba’s ward no. 22, 19,
28, 31, 33, 25, 17, 43, 46, 45,
20, 47, 48, 06, 16, 63, 01, 51,
54, 50, 55, 49, 03, 11, and
61.The sports competi-
tions being played at the
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
level from October 06
will continue till
October 11, then from
October 15 to October 20
at the zone level, from
October 27 to November
10 at the urban body,
cluster and block level,
from November 17 to
November 26. At the dis-
trict level, from
December 05 to
December 14 at the divi-
sional level and from
December 28 to January
06, 2023 at the state level.

Ch’garhia Olympic Games being played with enthusiasm
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Partial solar eclipse on Oct 25 

Kolkata, Oct 11 (PTI): 

During the Diwali festival
on October 25, there will be
a partial solar eclipse which
will be visible from the city
as well as from most parts of
the country, astrophysicist
Debi Prasad Duari said.

The eastern metropolis,
however, will be able to wit-
ness the partial solar
eclipse, the second in 2022,
for a very small duration,
the celestial phenomenon
will be better observed in
the northern and western
regions of the country, he
said.

The eclipse will not be ob-
served from north eastern
India as the celestial phe-
nomenon will be occurring
after the sunset in those re-
gions, Duari said.

Apart from India, the
October 25-partial cosmic
affair will be visible from
most parts of Europe,
northern Africa, the Middle
East, and parts of Asia,
Duari elaborated.

“The partial solar eclipse
will begin in Iceland at
around 14:29 hours IST and
will be seen at its maximum

from Russia at 16:30 hours
(IST). It will end at around
18:32 hours (IST) over the
Arabian Sea,” he told PTI
while sharing information
on the celestial event.

“The eastern part of the
country will see the partial
eclipse only marginally, that
also during the sunset. The
northern and western part
of the country is a better lo-
cation to observe the partial
eclipse with a better view
and for a longer period of
time.

“During the new moon
(Amavasya) the Sun, Moon
and Earth almost come in a
linear configuration, where-
by from earth we can see the
moon without any sunlight
falling on it. But at times, as
on October 25, the Sun,
Moon and Earth will almost
be on the same plane result-
ing in the moon appearing
to cover the Sun partially
for a period of time causing
a partial Solar Eclipse,” he
explained.

In and around the me-
tropolis, the partial eclipse
will begin at around 16:52
hours, the maximum occur-
ring at 17:01 hours, and will
cease to be seen at 17:03
hours at the sunset, Duari
said.

“Even at the maximum

eclipse, only 4 per cent of
the lighted disc of the set-
ting Sun will be covered by
the Moon,” he said.

In the north Bengal town
of Siliguri, the celestial phe-
nomenon will be occurring
between 16:41 and 16:59
hours and during the maxi-
mum eclipse (at around
16:56 hours) about 8.91 per
cent of the Sun will be cov-
ered by the Moon’s disc,
Duari stated.

“In New Delhi, it will
commence at around 16:29
hours and end with the sun-
set at 18:09 hours with the
maximum eclipse to occur
at 17:42 hours when the Sun
will be obscured by the
Moon by an amount of only
24.5 per cent,” Duari said.

Jaisalmer in Rajasthan
will experience the eclipse
from 16:26 hours to 18:09
hours with the maximum at
around 17:30 hours. when
the disc of the Sun will be
obscured by 42.5 per cent.

“In Mumbai, the eclipse
will begin at 16:49 hours
with the maximum occur-
ing at around 17:42 hours. It
will end at 18:09 hours,
when the Sun appears to go
down the Arabian Sea at
sunset. Here, the Sun’s disc
will be covered by about 24.5
per cent,” he added.

In southern and central
India, the eclipse will be
again observed just before
the sunset with Nagpur ex-
periencing the eclipse dur-
ing 16:49 to 17:42 hours. In
Bengaluru, the eclipse will
begin at 17:12 hours, reach-
ing its maximum at 17:49
hours and ending at 17:55
hours during the sunset.
Chennai will have the
eclipse during 17:14 to 17:44
hours, the astrophysicist
said.

The next major solar
eclipse to be visible from
India will be an annular
eclipse on May 21, 2031
when the annularity can be
observed from a narrow
patch of land in south India,
he said.

Three years later, on
March 20, 2034, the next
total solar eclipse will be
visible from India and the
totality will be observed
from the northernmost part
of Kashmir.

On both occasions, the
whole country will observe
a partial eclipse of varying
magnitude depending upon
its geographical location,
Duari said.

Another partial eclipse
can be seen from the north-
ern part of India on June, 1,
2030.

‘Bommai panic stricken over response
to Bharat Jodo Yatra in K’taka’

Chitradurga (K’taka), Oct 11 (PTI): 

The Congress hit out at
the BJP on Tuesday, saying
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai is panic
stricken over the response
that the Bharat Jodo Yatra
is getting in his state and ac-
cused him of running a
“corrupt” and “incompe-
tent” government.

Congress in-charge of
Karnataka Randeep
Surjewala said Bommai
should stop befooling people
and posed a set of 10 ques-
tions to him, asking why
has he not taken action in
corruption cases.

The remarks came as
Bommai and BJP strong-
man B S Yediyurappa start-
ed their Jana Sankalpa
Yatra on Tuesday.

“Panic stricken by the sea
of people marching in
BharatJodoYatra, CM
Bommai-Yediyurappa begin
their ‘Plane-Helicopter’
Yatra today.

“First, People of
Karnataka want answers —
Was BSY removed as CM on
charges of corruption? Has
a corruption FIR lodged
against him now by
Lokayukta? Isn’t BJP gov-

ernment known
Nationwide as
‘ 4 0 P e r c e n t S a rk a r a ’ ? ”
Surjewala asked on Twitter.

“Isn’t #PayCM the buzz-
word on everyone’s mouth?
Why have you not taken ac-
tion on 40% commission
complaint of ‘contractors’
association’? Why have you
not acted on the 40% com-
mission complaint of 13,000
Private Schools
Association?” he asked.

The Congress leader also
asked why has even Matta’s
Swamiji accused the
Bommai government of 40-
per cent commission and
why Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MLAs themselves are
accusing the government as
“most corrupt”. “Why are
your own MLAs saying

even CM post is on sale for
?2,500 crores? Haven’t your
own ministers saying that
there is no government in
Karnataka and you are just
passing time?” Surjewala
asked.

“Mr. Bommai, the plain
truth is...you have zero
plans, zero vision for
Karnataka — yours is a
zero-sum game. You lord
over the most corrupt gov-
ernment in India. Your in-
competence is becoming
legendary and your mal-ad-
ministration is exemplary.
Stop fooling people, people
will defeat you,” the
Congress leader said in a se-
ries of tweets. Bommai and
Yediyurappa launched the
saffron party’s yatra in the
southern state from
Raichur on Tuesday, in the
run-up to the Assembly
polls next year.

The two leaders are
scheduled to cover 52
Assembly segments by
December 25 as part of the
Jana Sankalpa Yatra.

The ruling party’s tour
begins at a time when the
Congress’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra, led by Rahul Gandhi,
is passing through
Karnataka.

Now, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme includes
skilling, menstrual hygiene awareness

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

The Centre has re-
vised its flagship ‘Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao’
scheme to include
skilling of girls, increas-
ing their enrolment in
secondary education,
raising awareness about
menstrual hygiene, and
promulgating elimina-
tion of child marriages,
a senior official said.

Speaking at the na-
tional conference on
skilling in non-tradi-
tional livelihoods for
girls, Women and Child
Development Secretary
Indevar Pandey said
focus will also be made

on removing the barri-
ers that stop girls from
pursuing diverse liveli-
hood opportunities.

“The Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao (BBBP) scheme
has been revised, and it
has a new and refresh-
ing look. Some of the
new aims we have for
the scheme include to
ensure 1 per cent incre-
ment in enrolment at
secondary level and
skilling of girls and
women every year, raise
awareness about safe
menstrual hygiene, and
promulgate elimination
of child marriages.
These are the new ele-
ments being included in

BBBP,” he said.
An operational manu-

al to implement the
scheme in districts was
also launched at the
event.

“It has BBBP activity
calender that has been
streamlined to aid the
districts to implement
the scheme in sustained
and inclusive manner
throughout the year.

We will also focus on
removing the barriers
that stop girls from pur-
suing diverse livelihood.
We will also try to form
a system that will en-
able girls to be exactly
who they want to be in
future,” Pandey said.

‘Disciples’ of JP sacrificed his ideology, 
joined hands with Cong: Shah

Sitab Diara (Bihar), Oct 11 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in an apparent
dig at the
Mahagathbandhan gov-
ernment in Bihar on
Tuesday said that those
who claim themselves to
be disciples of
Jayaprakash Narayan
have sacrificed his social-
ist ideology to sit in the
“lap” of Congress for
power.

Addressing a rally here
at the birthplace of the
hero of the anti-
Emergency movement,
popularly known as JP, in
Saran district after unveil-

ing a 15-feet high statue of
the socialist icon, Shah
also targeted Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.

“JP fought for ideology
and no power. But those
who do politics in his
name have changed sides
five times for power and
are sitting in the lap of the
same Congress against
which he fought for all his
life. He is power hungry
and for power, he sacri-
ficed JP’s ideologies and
joined hands with the
Congress,” the home min-
ister said.

“He has nothing to do
with the ideologies of JP,”
Shah said, in an apparent

reference to Kumar who
dumped BJP to form a
new seven-party coalition
government.

He said that only Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is working for the poor
and the weaker sections of
the society, for whom JP
was concerned.

“This is the reason why
the Centre launched
Antyodaya Anna Yojna
and Ujjwala Yojna, among
others. He (Modi) is a firm
believer in JP’s ideology,”
the home minister said.

Shah also credited the
prime minister for the in-
stallation of JP’s statue, a
project of the union cul-

ture ministry.
“The Hazaribagh jail es-

cape of JP, his call for
‘total revolution’, his his-
toric address at Patna’s
Gandhi Maidan and his
struggle during the days of
Emergency are his lega-
cy,” he said.

UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath was also pres-
ent at the programme to
mark the 120th birth an-
niversary of the socialist
leader.

Adityanath said his gov-
ernment has done a lot for
the development of the
areas of Sitab Diara that
are in the jurisdiction of
Uttar Pradesh.

BJP leaders in ‘hate speech’ row:
Cong urges SC to issue directives
New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Tuesday demanded im-
mediate action over the
alleged hate speeches by
BJP MP Parvesh Verma
and BJP MLA Nand
Kishor Gurjar, and urged
the Supreme Court to
issue directives after tak-
ing cognisance of the
matter.

Congress spokesper-
son Supriya Shrinate
asked why Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is silent on the issue and
said she hoped that Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal will gather the

courage to speak for the
people of the city. Several
purported videos of in-
flammatory speeches
made at the ‘Virat Hindu
Sabha’ have come up on-
line.

An FIR has been filed
against the Vishva Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and the
other organisers of the
Sunday event in Delhi,
where certain speakers,
including the two BJP
lawmakers, allegedly de-
livered hate speeches.
The case was filed for al-
legedly holding the event
without permission.

Shrinate said,
“Parvesh Verma has

been caught on camera
asking for a boycott of a
certain community. He
also incited hatred, so did
Gurjar one of the BJP
MLAs from UP,
Ghaziabad.”

“Nothing has been
done, what is the police
waiting for, why is PM
not speaking. Why have
the courts not taken cog-
nisance, what is Mr
Arvind Kejriwal doing,
and if this is not
hypocrisy then we won-
der what is,” the
Congress spokesperson
said at a press conference
at the AICC headquar-
ters here.

‘Cong has outsourced 
contract of abusing me’

Jamkandorna (Gujarat), Oct 11 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said the Congress
has outsourced the con-
tract of abusing him.

Addressing a rally in
Jamkandorna town of
Rajkot district in Gujarat
ahead of the state
Assembly polls due this
year-end, Modi warned
BJP workers and support-
ers to be aware of the
Congress which, he said,
has stopped abusing him
and is “working silently”
to capture rural votes.

“In the last 20 years,
those who were against
Gujarat left no stone un-
turned to defame the state.
They hurled choicest abus-
es against me, including
calling me maut ka sauda-

gar’,” the prime minister
said.

“They have suddenly
gone silent. They have out-
sourced the contract of
creating ruckus, making
noise and abusing me, to

others. They are silently
going to villages and ask-
ing people for votes,” Modi
said, without naming the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
the new entrant to the poll
fray in Gujarat.

“I should warn you
against this silent strategy
of the opposition party. I
know this as this is being
controlled by those who
are known to conspire
against Gujarat from
Delhi,” the PM said.

He told the people to ask
Congress leaders if they
visited the Statue of Unity,
built in Gujarat in the hon-
our of India’s first home
minister Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel.

“Those who don’t re-
spect son of soil Sardar
Patel should not have any
place in Gujarat,” Modi
said.

“If the government acts
against the corrupt, a
group shouts against us;
should I not act against
those involved in looting
people,” he added.

DRUG HAUL

Police pose for the media after recovering 9.46 kgs of heroin in Karimganj. 

PROTEST RALLY

Women from Navi Mumbai and Raigad take part in protest rally against water crisis
at Belapur, in Navi Mumbai, Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Suicide
 Mumbai: The chief of

the Maharashtra BJP’s
Beed district unit al-
legedly committed sui-
cide by shooting him-
self with a licensed re-
volver at his house on
Tuesday, police said.
Bhagirath Biyani, the
chief of the BJP’s Beed
district unit, allegedly
shot himself in the
head with his licensed
revolver at his house in
Mira Nagar area in the
afternoon, an official
said.

Rescue
 Jammu: A tea seller

saved a wild deer that
ventured into a
human habitat from
being attacked by a
pack of stray dogs in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua dis-
trict on Tuesday, offi-
cials said. Kailash
Kumar was on way to
open his tea stall
when he noticed a
deer being attacked by
the dogs near
Shaheedi chowk in
the early hours of the
day, they said.

Mishap
 Rajgarh: A couple and

their seven-year-old son
were killed when an
unidentified vehicle hit
their motorcycle on a
national highway in
Rajgarh district of
Madhya Pradesh, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
The incident occurred
under Biaora police sta-
tion limits, 25 km away
from Rajgarh district
headquarters, on
Monday night when
Kalyan Singh Bairwa
(37), Guddi Bai (35) and
their son Ankush (7)
were returning to their
village after visiting
the famous Jalpa Devi
temple in Rajgarh, said
police officer
Ramkumar
Raghuwanshi.

RI
 Kota: A special court

in Rajasthan’s Bundi
has sentenced two
people to 20 years’ im-
prisonment for raping
a 20-year-old woman
with hearing and
speech impairment in
February 2020. The
court of judge Bal
Karishna Mishra on
Monday held Lalaram
Meena (24) and
Munesh Bairwa (23)
guilty under relevant
sections of the law, in-
cluding the Protection
of Children from
Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and also
slapped a fine of Rs 1
lakh on each of them,
public prosecutor
Mahaveer Prasad
Meghwal said.

Concern 
 Jaipur: Congress

leader Sachin Pilot on
Tuesday expressed
concern over damage
to crops due to exces-
sive rain in the Hadoti
region of Rajasthan
as he assessed losses
in his Assembly con-
stituency Tonk. He di-
rected officials to en-
sure timely assess-
ment of crop loss and
compensation for it.

Union Minister for
Women & Child
Development and
Minority Affairs Smriti
Irani at the National
Conference on Skilling in
Non- Traditional
Livelihood (NTL) for Girls
‘Betiyan Bane Kushal’
under the banner of Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao, on
the occasion of the
International Day of the
Girl Child, in New Delhi,
Tuesday.

PM Narendra Modi being felicitated during a public meet-

ing, at Jamkandorna in Rajkot district, Tuesday.

Randeep Surjewala

Will be visible from
most parts of India
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SSeeoouull,,  OOcctt  1111  ((AAPP))::  South Korea
said Tuesday it’s capable of
detecting and intercepting the
variety of missiles North Korea
launched in a barrage of recent
simulated nuclear attacks on
its rivals, though it maintains
the North’s advancing nuclear
program poses a grave security
threat.

North Korea said Monday its
two weeks of firing drills
involved nuclear-capable bal-
listic missiles, warplanes and
other assets to practice possi-
ble attacks on South Korean
and U.S. targets. North Korea
said the drills were meant to
issue a warning to Seoul and
Washington, which staged
provocative joint naval drills
involving a U.S. aircraft carrier.
The North Korean launches,
part of its record-breaking run
of weapons tests this year,
were seen as an attempt by
leader Kim Jong Un to acquire a
more intimidating arsenal to
pressure its rivals to accept the
North as a legitimate nuclear
state and lift economic sanc-
tions on the North. Moon Hong
Sik, acting spokesperson at the
South Korean Defense Ministry,
described North Korean
nuclear threats as “very grave
and serious.” But he told
reporters that the South
Korean missile defense system
is capable of detecting and

intercepting the weapons sys-
tems that North Korea said it
mobilized in its drills.

SK says it has ability to
intercept North’s missiles

Geneva, Oct 11 (AP):

The United Nations’ de-
velopment program is
calling on rich countries
and financial institutions
in them to do more to help
alleviate a growing debt
crisis faced by the world’s
poorest countries, includ-
ing by writing off debts
not just rescheduling
them.

A report from UNDP re-
leased Tuesday comes
amid meetings by the
World Bank,
International Monetary
Fund and Group of 20
countries in Washington
that are expected to con-
sider in part a growing
debt crisis that is weigh-
ing on the developing
world, as interest rates
have climbed this year

raising the cost of bor-
rowing.

UNDP says the situa-
tion could jeopardize the
fight against the impact of
climate change, develop-
ment programs, and ef-
forts to alleviate poverty
which has been among
the key drivers of
migration from the devel-
oping world to richer na-
tions. Achim Steiner, the
UNDP’s administrator,
cited World Bank and IMF
figures indicating that
some 60 per cent of low-in-
come countries are now at
high risk of falling into
“debt distress” or are al-
ready in it twice the num-
ber in 2015.

“These are sobering sta-
tistics,” Steiner said. “I
think it doesn’t take much
imagination to under-

stand that this debt crisis
threatens to spill over to
an entrenched, sustain-
able development crisis,”
that could affect the ability

of developing countries to
cope with the COVID-19
pandemic or higher ener-
gy and food prices, for ex-
ample, he said.

UN seeks help for developing world hit by rising debt costs

Islamabad, Oct 11 (PTI):

Pakistan’s health min-
istry has approved the pur-
chase of over 6 million mos-
quito nets from India, as the
country scrambles to con-
tain the spread of malaria
and other vector-borne dis-
eases due to the unprece-
dented floods, according to
a media report on Tuesday.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) is
using financial resources

provided by Global Fund to
acquire the nets for
Pakistan, Geo.tv report
said.

The WHO officials said
they are planning to obtain
mosquito nets as early as
possible and are hopeful
that these would be ob-
tained by next month via
the Wagah route, the report
said.

More than 1,700 people
were killed, 33 million dis-
placed and a third of the
country was submerged
under water in the worst
floods to hit Pakistan,
brought about by unprece-

dented rains since mid-
June.

In September, the World
Health Organisation
(WHO) warned that a surge
in diseases like malaria can
cause a “second disaster.”

Last week, the WHO
warned of 2.7 million
malaria cases in 32 districts
in flood-hit Pakistan by
January 2023.

“Malaria is spreading at
a rapid pace in 32 flood-af-
fected districts of the coun-
try where thousands of
children are infected with
the mosquito-borne dis-
ease,” officials said.

Pakistan’s health min-
istry had sought permis-
sion to procure mosquito
nets from India last month,
the report said.

The official said they had
requested the Global Fund
for the arrangement of
mosquito nets for the 26
most-affected districts of
Sindh, Punjab and
Balochistan, where
Plasmodium Falciparum
cases were reported.

In response, it offered to
procure these nets from
India if the Pakistan gov-
ernment approved such a
move.

Flood-hit Pakistan to purchase over 
6 million mosquito nets from India

Tallinn (Estonia), Oct 11 (AP):

Moscow’s barrage of mis-
sile strikes on cities all
across Ukraine has elicited
celebratory comments from
Russian officials and pro-
Kremlin pundits, who in re-
cent weeks have actively
criticized the Russian mili-
tary for a series of embar-
rassing setbacks on the bat-
tlefield. Russian nationalist
commentators and state
media’s war correspondents
lauded Monday’s attack as
an appropriate, and long-
awaited, response to
Ukraine’s successful coun-
teroffensive in the northeast
and the south and a weekend
attack on a key bridge be-
tween Russia and Crimea,
the prized Black Sea penin-
sula Russia annexed in
2014. Many argued, howev-
er, that Moscow should
keep up the intensity of
Monday’s missile strikes in
order to win the war now.
Some analysts suggested
that Russian President
Vladimir Putin is becom-
ing a hostage of his own
supporters’ views on how
the campaign in Ukraine
should unfold. “Putin’s ini-
tiative is weakening and he
is becoming more depend-
ent on circumstances and
those who are forging the
victory’ (in Ukraine) for
him,” Tatyana Stanovaya,
founder of the independ-
ent R.Politik think-tank,

wrote in an online com-
mentary Monday.

Putin’s supporters have
been calling for drastic
steps on the Ukraine bat-
tlefield for weeks. These
calls intensified over the
weekend, shortly after an
explosion on the Kerch
Bridge linking Crimea to
Russia sent shock waves
around the globe. The
bridge, Europe’s longest, is
a prominent symbol of
Russian military might
and was opened by Putin
himself in 2018.

“And?” Margarita
Simonyan, head of the
state-funded RT television,
wondered on social media

about Moscow’s response to
the attack on the bridge.

“This is one of those cases
when the country needs to
show we can hit back,”
wrote Alexander Kots, a war
correspondent for Russia’s
popular pro-Kremlin
tabloid, Komsomolskaya
Pravda. “It is time for fight-
ing! Fiercely, even cruelly.
Without looking back at
whatever censures from the
West,” Sergei Mironov, a sen-
ior Russian lawmaker who
leads the state-backed A Just
Russia party tweeted
Saturday. “There won’t be
any bigger sanctions. They
won’t say any worse words.

We need to do our thing. We
started it we should go till
the end. There is no way
back. Time to respond!”

The response came on
Monday morning, with
Moscow launching dozens of
missiles at Ukrainian cities
simultaneously, killing and
wounding scores and inflict-
ing unprecedented damage
on Ukraine’s critical infra-
structure.

The strikes, which hit 15
Ukrainian cities, most of
them regional capitals,
knocked out power lines,
damaged railway stations
and roads, and left cities
without water supplies.

Kremlin war hawks demand more
devastating strikes on Ukraine

Sydney, Oct 11 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
said on Tuesday that tar-
geting infrastructure and
causing civilian deaths is
not acceptable in any part
of the world and empha-
sised on the need for both
sides in the Ukraine con-
flict to return to the path of
diplomacy and dialogue as
“this conflict is not help-
ing anybody at all.”

Jaishankar made the re-
marks while responding to
questions after his address
at the Lowy Institute on
the growing importance of
India’s relationship with
Australia and the interests
that both countries share
as members of the securi-
ty-focused Quad.

“We really think that

targeting infrastructure
and causing civilian
deaths is not acceptable in
any part of the world,”
Jaishankar said while re-
sponding to a question on
Russia’s missile strikes
targeting key cities across
Ukraine on Monday, in-
cluding the capital Kyiv
which is being seen as the
most intense attack since
the conflict started on
February 24.

Jaishankar emphasised

on the need to return to
the path of diplomacy and
dialogue to resolve the
conflict, saying “this con-
flict is not helping any-
body at all.”

He said this conflict is
hurting a large part of the
world today because the
daily lives of the people
are impacted in a very,
very damaging manner.
“And these countries with
whom we identify our-
selves most of these coun-
tries and they are actually
feeling frustrated because
they feel that their
problems are being neg-
lected,” the minister said.

His comments came a
day after India voted to re-
ject Russia’s demand for a
secret ballot in the UN
General Assembly on a
draft resolution to con-

demn Moscow’s “illegal”
annexation of four re-
gions of Ukraine. India
favoured a public vote on
the text along with over
100 other nations.

On Monday, India’s
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson said the es-
calation of hostilities was
in no one’s interest and
noted that India stood
ready to support all such
efforts aimed at de-escala-
tion of the situation.

India has not yet con-
demned the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine and
maintained that the crisis
must be resolved through
diplomacy and dialogue.
India has abstained on
votes on the Ukraine con-
flict in the UN General
Assembly and the
Security Council.

Targeting infrastructure and causing
civilian deaths not acceptable in any

part of world: Jaishankar

A man carries a bucket of water to extinguish the remains of
a fire in the remains of a car shop that was destroyed after a
Russian attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

 To contain rising
cases of malaria

RRaamm  RRaattttaann  SShhaarrmmaa

Childhood is considered to be the golden periods dilemma of one’s life but
this does not hold true for some children, who struggle to make their both
ends meet during their childhood years. At a tender age ,which is supposed
to be an age of playing and going to school, some children are compelled
to work in factories, industries, offices or as domestic help. Child labour
means employment of children in any kind of work that hampers their
physical and mental development, deprives them of their basic education-
al and recreational requirements. According to 2011 census, 102 million
children are engaged in work in India, out of which 4.5 million are girls. It
is a blot on our society and speaks volumes about the inability of our soci-
ety to provide a congenial environment for the growth and development of
the children. Earlier, the children used to help their parents in agricultural
practices such as sowing, harvesting, reaping and taking care of cattle etc.
But industrialisation and urbanisation have in a way encouraged child
labour. Children are employed in hazardous work, such as bidi rolling,
cracker industry, match box and bangle making industries etc. In the bidi
industry, children are expected to perform all the chores of rolling, binding
and closing the ends of bidis using their nimble fingers. The cracker indus-
try poses threat to the lives of the children due to their direct exposure to
the explosive material.The bangle and pencil making industries make the
child susceptible to different respiratory problems and lung cancer. A
number of other factors could be attributed to the rise of this menace. In
the poor and lower strata families, children are considered to be an extra
earning hand. These families have a conviction that every child is an earn-
er so, they have more number of children.The children are expected to
shoulder their parents’ responsibilities. Parental illiteracy is also one of the
contributors to this problem. Education tends to take a back seat in the
lives of these children. The uneducated parents consider education as an
investment in comparison to the returns, which they get in the form of
earnings of their children. The child labourers are subjected to unhygienic
conditions. Late working hours and different atrocities which have a direct
effect on their cognitive development. The young and immature minds of
the children find it difficult to cope with such situations leading to differ-
ent emotional and physical problems. Employers also prefer child labour-
ers in comparison to adults.This is because they can extract more work and
still afford to pay the children lesser amount. Bonded child labour is one of
the worst forms of child labour. In this, the children are made to work in
order to pay off a loan or debt of the family. Bonded labour has resulted In
to trafficking of the children from rural to urban areas in order to work as
domestic helps or in small production houses or just lead the life of street
beggers. The govt. has an important role to play in the fight against child
labour. As poverty is one of the major causes of child labour in India. The
Govt. needs to assure that it provides basic amenities to all its citizens and
there is an equal distribution of wealth. It needs to generate sufficient jobs
to assure employability to the poor .At the same time NGO can provide
vocational training to people in order to get them good jobs or to make
them self employed .The Govt, in collaboration with NGOs should reach out
to the poor people to make them understand the importance of educa-
tion.They should be made aware of the Govt’s initiative to provide free edu-
cation to all the children between the age group of 6-14years.The parents
must be encouraged to send their children to the schools instead of work
places. To prohibit the child labour in India Noble Prize winner Kailash
Satyarthi took an initiative .He is the founder of Bachpan Bachao Andolan,
an organisation dedicated towards the eradication of child labour and
rehabilitation of the rescued former child workers.The former President
Pranab Mukherjee launched a “100 million for 100million campaign, that
was conceptulated by noble Peace prize winner Kailash Satyarthi, to end
child labour, child Slavery, violence against children etc. Educated children
can contribute significantly in spreading the word about the harmful
effects of child labour. High income group families can pool in funds to
support the education of poor children. Schools and colleges can come up
with innovative teaching programmes for the poor children. The principle
of “Each one, teach one can be followed. Children of the supporting staff
of schools and colleges can be offered free education. The Indian Govt.
enacted many laws to protect child rights, namely the child and adolescent
Labour Act,1986, the Factories Act,1948, the mines Act 1952, the bonded
Labour System Abolition Act and the Juvenile Justice Act 2000. Most of
these acts prohibit the employment of children below the age of 14 years
in factories, hazardous occupations or in bondage. The right of children to
free and compulsory Education Act 2009 mandates free and compulsory
education to all children between the age group of 6 to 14 years. Apart
from this it also reserves 25 percent seats in every private school for eco-
nomically weaker sections of the society. The National policy on child
labour, 1987 looks in to the rehabilitation of children working in hazardous
occupations. Article 39 of the Indian constitution declares the duty of the
state to provide the children the facilities to develop in a healthy and con-
genial environment and in conditions of freedom and dignity in may2015
.The govt. approved a proposal allowing children below 14 years of age to
work in family enterprises or entertainment industry with specific condi-
tions. The need of the hour is to expand the machinery for enforcing the
various laws on child labour .If child labour is to be eradicated from India
.The govt. and those responsible for the enforcement need to do their jobs
sincerely. Success can be achieved only through social engineering on a
major scale combined with broad based economic growth.
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Tributes to Mulayam
Singh Yadav

Dharti putra (son of the soil), 10
time MLA and 7 time MP,
Mulayam Singh Yadav dies at
82. Disciple of Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash Narain and Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia, Mulayam Singh
Yadav was a senior Indian
politician and the supremo of
the Samajwadi Party. Former
Defence Minister in the United
Front government of the 1990s
and former three times Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh
remained active in politics for
decades with his unique politi-
cal skills. Incidentally, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, rose in UP politics
in a period of intense social and
political ferment after the
1970s. Emerging as a socialist
leader, Mulayam soon estab-
lished himself as an OBC stal-
wart, capturing a swathe of
political space vacated by the
Congress. He took oath as UP’s
15th CM in 1989, which marked
the year when the Congress
was voted out, failing to return
to power in the state ever since.
Though he was a leader of high
esteem who was respected by
everybody irrespective of party
lines. But to millions of Ram
bhaktas Mulayam was respon-
sible for killing 28s of Lord Ram
Bhaktas on October 30 in 1990,
in Ayodhya, when he was the
CM. He had said on camera that
he justified his order to open
fire at kar sevaks and would
have fired more if needed to
protect the Babri Structure.
Even in the Babri Masjid admin-
istrative direction, Mulayam
Singh Yadav was a towering
socialist leader who never com-
promised with the interests of
the poor and the farmers and
served people diligently. My
thoughts and prayers are with
the bereaved family of late
Mulayam Singh Yadav. May God
give all of you the strength to
bear this great loss with
courage and fortitude.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

The way out
The deteriorating level of air
quality index in the Delhi-NCR
region, which causes coronary
and respiratory diseases in
winter, remains a serious con-
cern. Stubble fires in Punjab,
Haryana and UP are a major
factor. Despite several initia-
tives taken by the Centre and
state governments for straw
management, and declaring
burning a punishable offence,
the problem goes on unabated.
This is due to the lack of vision-
ary leadership, political will,
efficient legal framework and
personal self-restraint and dis-
cipline. Enhanced public
awareness, increased budget-
ary allocation for monetary
incentives and provision of
more machines at subsidised
rates to farmers, efficient mon-
itoring and compliance mecha-
nism, and strict implementa-
tion of laws will curb this
unhealthy practice. Corporates
should also recognise their
social responsibility in this
regard.

DDSS  KKaanngg,,  bbyy  mmaaiill
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Lahual Spiti: Snow covered Losar village after a fresh spell of snowfall in Lahual Spiti district, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

SNOW COVERED LOSAR VILLAGE

In Nepal too, politics makes strange bed fellows.The once extreme left
Maoists are allies of the centre-right Nepali Congress. The Unified
Marxist-Leninists (UML) has suddenly found friends in the Hindu-right
RPP and has partnered with the Madhes-based JSP. Top Maoist comrades
who had fallen out big time, are back together. Shifting alliances ahead
of the November polls prove that ideology does not separate political
parties anymore. It is all about finding a partnership that is most likely to
propel them to power. On Sunday, Nepal’s political leaders and election
hopefuls registered their candidacies with 165 Chief Electoral Officers
across the country for the upcoming November provincial and federal
parliament elections under the First Past The Post (FPTP) system.
Nepal’s recent political history has been defined by petty party infight-
ing, splits, unlikely mergers and lots of horse-trading.  In the days lead-
ing up to the candidacy deadline, all eyes had been on Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba-led five-party coalition and electoral alliance as the
parties negotiated seat-sharing. And while Maoist chair Pushpa Kamal
Dahal — who political analysts and experts had noted would not hesitate
to join hands with his nemesis KP Oli’s UML if offered a better deal and
more seats in Parliament— ultimately upheld his commitment to the
electoral alliance. But not all parties of the coalition chose to continue
the partnership. The Madhes-based JSP (Janta Samajwadi Party) quit the
five-party electoral partnership after failing to reach a seat sharing
agreement, and instead switched  allegiance  to  the  UML  instead.
Subsequently,    Mahanta    Thakur’s    LSP (Loktantrik Samajwadi Party),
the other Madhes-based party which split from JSP in 2021 and had been
in talks to partner with the UML to contest the November election,
formed a partnership with the Deuba-led electoral alliance. After negoti-
ations, coalition leader NC is to contest 89 parliamentary seats, the
Maoists secured 45 seats, while Madhav Kumar Nepal’s CPN (Unified
Socialists) will get to fight 19 seats and the smaller Rastriya Janamorcha
Party two seats. The new ally LSP will contest 8 federal parliament seats.
Meanwhile, the UML and JSP have reached an agreement for 35 and 17
federal parliament seats respectively. Baburam Bhattarai—  whose  new
Nepal  Samajwadi  Party  is contesting the upcoming elections under the
Maoist Centre symbol— announced in a letter addressed to Gorkha vot-
ers that he would not be running for parliament this election.

Foes turn friends ahead 
of Nepal polls

Child Labour in India

DD olphins are originally found in
the ocean, but some species

of dolphins live in fresh water. The
Gangetic Dolphin is also one such
species. It has been considered
necessary to keep the ecology of
the Ganga balanced. Until a few
years ago, only 4 of the 88 species
in the world were found in freshwa-
ter, but currently only 3 of them
have managed to survive. Until
2006, a dolphin named Baiji was
found in the freshwater of the
Yangtze River in China, which is
now extinct. Now except the
Ganga, dolphins are found only in
the Indus and Amazon rivers, which
are known as Bhulan and Bota.

Gangetic Dolphin is the national
aquatic animal of our country, and
we celebrate Gangetic Dolphin Day
every year on 5th October and
week from 2nd to 8th October. The
Gangetic Dolphin was declared an
endangered animal in 1996.
However, serious efforts are not
being made for its conservation. Its
population was 6000 in 1982, which
has come down to about 2000. The
Gangetic Dolphin is considered a
belligerent aquatic animal because
it can survive even in unfavourable
environment. It adjusts easily to
large fluctuations in temperature.
Nevertheless, its rapid decline in
numbers is certainly a matter of
concern.   

In the Karnali river flowing in
Nepal, it tolerates 5 °C tempera-
ture, while in the Ganga River flow-
ing in Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
and Bihar it can easily withstand
the temperature of 35 °C. It is usu-
ally found at the confluence of the

Ganga and its tributaries, so that in
times of difficulty, it can make its
shelter in the tributaries. When the
water in the Ganga River is low, it
makes its temporary home in the
tributaries. Gangetic Dolphin do
not like to live in shallow water and
narrow rocks. Due to this nature, it
likes to live in the tributaries of
Ganga like Ramganga, Yamuna,
Gomti, Rapti, Dikho, Manas,
Bhareli, Teesta, Lohit, Disang,
Dihang, Diwang, Kulsi etc. 

The popular name of the Dolphin
found in the Ganga River is Sons. It
is an aquifer found in fresh water. It
can also live in salt water located at
the confluence of river and sea, but
it does not like to live in the sea.
After every 30 to 120 seconds, it
has to come to the surface of the
water to breathe.

The length of the nose and body
of the female Gangetic Dolphin is
more than that of the male. Its long
sharp teeth can be seen even
though the jaws are clenched. An
adult Gangetic Dolphin weighs
between 70 and 100 kg. The female
Dolphin has a gestation period of 9
months and gives birth to one baby
at a time. Males become physically
ready to mate in 10 years, while
female becomes ready for mate in
the age of less than 10 years. 

At present, the habitat of the
Gangetic Dolphin is in the Ganga,
Brahmaputra, Meghna of India,
Karnaphuli, Sangu in Bangladesh
and Karnali and Saptakoshi rivers
of Nepal. Once this creature used to
roam in all parts of the rivers, but
due to the construction of barrage
in Narora in 1966, Farakka in 1975
and Bijnor in 1984, its house was
divided into three parts. The bar-
rages have divided the Ganga River
into lower, middle, and fore parts,
making it difficult for the Gangetic
Dolphins to travel from one part of
the Ganga to another. Due to the
flow of chemical waste from Narora
nuclear plant and 400-500 small
and big factories located in Kanpur,
its lower part, such as the Gangetic
Dolphins living around Narora and

Kanpur, gradually died.
The flow of Ganga has come to a

halt at many places due to the con-
struction of barrage. Due to the low
water level in the river, the
Gangetic Dolphins are facing diffi-
culty in living their natural life. The
river has become shallow due to sil-
tation. Ganga's life is in trouble due
to the creation of a human house in
the river. During the rainy season,
the water of the river goes above
the danger mark.

Today it has become easier for
hunters to hunt Gangetic Dolphins.
The hunting of Gangetic Dolphins is
currently a favourite hobby of
hunters. It is hunted for meat, oil,
fodder (for the purpose of catching
catfish) etc. There is also a tradi-
tion of pregnant women in
Bangladesh drinking the oil of the
Gangetic Dolphin. It is believed that
drinking oil makes the baby healthy
and beautiful. 

Previous years, cargo steamers
used to run from Haldia to Patna
and later to Varanasi. In Kolkata,
there is still a tremendous amount
of ferry and steamer traffic in the
Hooghly River. In the name of pro-
moting river tourism, steamers and
ferries are being run in cities like
Patna, Kolkata etc., due to which
Gangetic Dolphins get injured or
die after colliding with them. Apart
from this, their health is adversely
affected by noise pollution.
Fishermen use nylon nets for fish-
ing, in which Gangetic Dolphins are
easily trapped. Apart from this, it is
also killed due to lack of awareness
or because of greed.  

The concentration of manure,
pesticide, industrial and domestic
waste in Ganga is increasing rapid-
ly. Due to water pollution, the lifes-
pan of Gangetic Dolphins is
decreasing. An estimated 1.5 mil-
lion metric tonnes of chemical fer-
tilizers, 21,000 tonnes of technical
grade pesticides are released into
the Ganga and Brahmaputra annu-
ally, due to which Polychlorinated
Biphenyls (PCBs),
Hexachlorocyclohexane (HCH),

Chlorodene Compounds,
Hexachlorobenzene (HCB),
Perfluorinated Compounds (PFC)
etc. has exceeded the tolerable
amount in the river, which are fatal
for the muscles, kidneys, liver etc.
of the Gangetic Dolphins. 

Today there is a need to preserve
this aquatic creature, for which
Ganga has to be saved first. Modi
government is determined to save
Ganga. This is a good sign, but a
tough decision has to be taken in
this direction, negligence done at
any level can be dangerous for
Gangetic Dolphins, Ganga and our
existence. 

Dolphin Park can be established
in this context. Fishermen should
take care that they do not catch
fish in Gangetic Dolphins concen-
tration areas. Tighten the net to
catch the poachers.
Simultaneously, combing opera-
tions should also be carried out, so
that hunters don’t hunting the
Gangetic Dolphins. A campaign was
launched in the year 2000 for the
saving dolphins found in the Indus
River in Pakistan, under which the
dolphins who had gone into the
canal or tributaries to save their
lives had rehabilitated by bringing
them to a safe place. 

There is a need to run such cam-
paigns in India too. Such measures
can also be taken in India, especial-
ly in Bihar, as the Gangetic
Dolphins are found in maximum
numbers in the Ganga flowing
through Bihar. 

In this context, educating and
making the common man aware
can be beneficial. Central and state
governments should also play a
positive role in this regard. Merely
celebrating Dolphin Day and Week
will not yield positive results, oth-
erwise the day is not far when the
Gangetic Dolphins will also disap-
pear like the Baiji Dolphin of China.

((SSaattiisshh  SSiinngghh  iiss  aa  SSeenniioorr
CCoolluummnniisstt..  MMrr..  SSiinngghh  ccaann  bbee
rreeaacchheedd  bbyy  ssaattiisshh55224499@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
&&  CCeellll  NNoo..88229944558866889922))

Gangetic Dolphin in Trouble

The findings provide a
bleak view of the ways of the
cosmos. Life even simple life
like microbes "might actually
commonly cause its own de-
mise", said the study's lead au-
thor, Boris Sauterey, now a
post-doctoral researcher at
Sorbonne University. The re-
sults "are a bit gloomy, but I
think they are also very stim-
ulating", he said in an email.
"They challenge us to rethink
the way a biosphere and its
planet interact."

In a study in the journal
Nature Astronomy, Sauterey
and his team said they used
climate and terrain models to
evaluate the habitability of
the Martian crust some four

billion years ago when the red
planet was thought to be flush
with water and much more
hospitable than today.

They surmised that hydro-
gen-gobbling, methane-pro-
ducing microbes might have
flourished just beneath the
surface back then, with sever-
al inches (a few tens of cen-
timetres) of dirt, more than
enough to protect them
against harsh incoming radi-
ation. Anywhere free of ice on
Mars could have been swarm-
ing with these organisms, ac-
cording to Sauterey, just as
they did on early Earth. Early
Mars' presumably moist,
warm climate, however,
would have been jeopardised

by so much hydrogen sucked
out of the thin, carbon diox-
ide-rich atmosphere, Sauterey
said. As temperatures
plunged by nearly minus 400
degrees Fahrenheit (minus
200 degrees Celsius), any or-
ganisms at or near the surface
likely would have buried
deeper in an attempt to sur-
vive. By contrast, microbes on
Earth may have helped main-
tain temperate conditions,
given the nitrogen-dominated
atmosphere, the researchers
said. The SETI Institute's
Kaveh Pahlevan said future
models of Mars' climate need
to consider the French re-
search. Pahlevan led a sepa-
rate recent study suggesting

Mars was born wet with
warm oceans lasting millions
of years. The atmosphere
would have been dense and
mostly hydrogen back then,
serving as a heat-trapping
greenhouse gas that eventual-
ly was transported to higher
altitudes and lost to space, his
team concluded. The French
study investigated the climate
effects of possible microbes
when Mars' atmosphere was
dominated by carbon dioxide
and so is not applicable to the
earlier times, Pahlevan said.

"What their study makes
clear, however, is that if (this)
life were present on Mars"
during this earlier period,
"they would have had a major

influence on the prevailing
climate", he added in an
email. The best places to look
for traces of this past life? The
French researchers suggest
the unexplored Hellas
Planita, or plain, and Jezero
Crater on the northwestern
edge of Isidis Planita, where
NASA's Perseverance rover
currently is collecting rocks
for return to Earth in a
decade. Next on Sauterey's to-
do list: looking into the possi-
bility that microbial life could
still exist deep within Mars.

"Could Mars still be inhab-
ited today by micro-organ-
isms descending from this
primitive biosphere?" he said.
"If so, where?"

Underground microbes may have swarmed ancient Mars
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SATISH SINGH

A
ncient Mars may have had an environment capable of harbouring an underground

world teeming with microscopic organisms, French scientists reported on Monday. But

if they existed, these simple life forms would have altered the atmosphere so profoundly that

they triggered a Martian Ice Age and snuffed themselves out, the researchers concluded.
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GIFT SPZ

New Delhi:

Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal re-
viewed the function-
ing of the Gujarat-
based GIFT special
economic zone.
Gujarat International
Finance Tech-city
(GIFT) special eco-
nomic zone is India's
first International
Financial Services
Centre (IFSC). It is
being developed as a
global financial servic-
es hub. It was opera-
tionalised by the cen-
tral government in
April 2015. "Held a
fruitful interaction
with industry repre-
sentatives at GIFT City.
Discussed benefits of
setting up units here,"
Goyal said in a tweet.

FSSAI registration
New Delhi: Food reg-
ulator FSSAI has
made it mandatory for
foreign food manufac-
turing facilities to reg-
ister with it for export-
ing products such as
meat, milk and infant
foods to India. This
will be effective from
February 1, 2023. In an
order issued on
Monday, the Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) said that it
has been decided that
registrations of for-
eign food manufactur-
ing facilities, falling
under five food cate-
gories, who are in-
tended to export these
products shall be
mandatory.

Appointment

New Delhi: Capital
markets regulator Sebi
said Ananth Narayan
Gopalakrishnan took
charge as its whole-
time member. He will
handle market inter-
mediaries regulation
and supervision de-
partment, Alternative
Investment Fund and
Foreign Portfolio
Investors department,
integrated surveil-
lance department, de-
partment of economic
& policy analysis and
information technolo-
gy department, Sebi
said in a statement.
Gopalakrishnan has
more than two and
half decades of experi-
ence in banking and fi-
nancial markets and
has held various sen-
ior positions. Prior to
this assignment, he
also held the position
of associate professor
at S P Jain Institute of
Management &
Research, Mumbai.

Great sign
New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday de-
scribed the number of
daily domestic air pas-
sengers nearing the
pre-COVID level as a
"great sign" and said
the focus is on improv-
ing connectivity across
the country. On October
9, the domestic air pas-
senger traffic touched 4
lakh and was inching
closer to the pre-COVID
level. The country's
civil aviation sector is
on the recovery path
after being impacted by
the pandemic.

Washington, Oct 11: 

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) on
Tuesday cut its projection
of India's economic
growth in 2022 to 6.8 per
cent, as it joins other glob-
al agencies that have
trimmed forecasts. The
IMF had in July projected
a gross domestic product
(GDP) growth of 7.4 per
cent for India in the fiscal
year that started in April
2022. Even that forecast
was lower than 8.2 per
cent projected in January
this year.

India had grown at 8.7
per cent in 2021-22 fiscal
(April 2021 to March
2022). In its annual World
Economic Outlook report
released on Tuesday, the
IMF said outlook for
India is growth of 6.8 per
cent in 2022 a 0.6 percent-
age point downgrade
since the July forecast, re-

flecting a weaker-than-ex-
pected outturn in the sec-
ond quarter and more
subdued external de-
mand. Global growth is
forecast to slow from 6.0
per cent in 2021 to 3.2 per
cent in 2022 and 2.7 per
cent in 2023. This is the
weakest growth profile
since 2001, except for the
global financial crisis and
the acute phase of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
economic growth projec-
tions reflect significant
slowdowns for the largest
economies: a US GDP con-
traction in the first half
of 2022, a euro area con-
traction in the second
half of 2022, and pro-
longed COVID-19 out-
breaks and lockdowns in
China with a growing
property sector crisis, the
IMF said. "The global
economy continues to
face steep challenges,
shaped by the lingering

effects of three powerful
forces: the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine, a cost-of-
living crisis caused by
persistent and broaden-
ing inflation pressures,
and the slowdown in
China," said Pierre-
Olivier Gourinchas,
Economic Counsellor and
the Director of Research
of the IMF, in his forward
to the WEO released dur-
ing the annual meeting of
the IMF and the World
Bank. More than a third
of the global economy
will contract in 2023,
while the three largest
economies -- the United
States, the European
Union, and China -- will
continue to stall. "In
short, the worst is yet to
come, and for many peo-
ple 2023 will feel like a re-
cession," he wrote.
Growth rate projections
for China is 3.2 per cent,
down from 8.1 per cent

growth rate in 2021. In
China, the frequent lock-
downs under its zero-
COVID policy have taken
a toll on the economy, es-
pecially in the second
quarter of 2022.
Furthermore, the proper-
ty sector, representing
about one-fifth of eco-
nomic activity in China,
is rapidly weakening.

"Given the size of
China's economy and its
importance for global
supply chains, this will
weigh heavily on global
trade and activity,"
Gourinchas said. In the
United States, the tighten-
ing of monetary and fi-
nancial conditions will
slow growth to 1 per cent
next year. In China, the
IMF has lowered next
year's growth forecast to
4.4 per cent due to a weak-
ening property sector and
continued lockdowns, he
wrote in a blog post.

IMF cuts India’s economic
growth forecast to 6.8 pc in 2022

New Delhi, Oct 11:  

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Tuesday
launched Japanese car
maker Toyota's first-of-its-
kind pilot project on flex
fuel-strong hybrid electric
vehicle (FFV-SHEV) that
can run on 100 per cent
ethanol. During the
launch, the Toyota Corolla
Altis FFV-SHEV, which
has been imported from
Toyota Brazil for the pilot
project, was unveiled.
Speaking on the occasion,
Union Road Transport
minister Nitin Gadkari
said pollution is a big con-
cern in India and the
transport sector is con-
tributing to pollution.

"Therefore, there is a
need to encourage use of
electric vehicles and vehi-
cles that run on biofuels
like ethanol and
methanol," he added.

Besides Gadkari, union
ministers Mahendra Nath
Pandey, Bhupinder Yadav
and senior officials of

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
were present at the event.
In Brazil, flex fuel-strong
hybrid electric vehicle
technology has been in-
troduced by Toyota Brazil.
An FFV SHEV has a flex-
fuel engine and an electric
powertrain, thus provid-
ing dual benefit of higher
ethanol use and greater
fuel efficiency, as it can
run for a significant time
period on its EV mode,
wherein the engine is
shut off. Flex-fuel compat-
ible cars can run on more
than one type of fuel and
also a mixture. Typically,
a blend of petrol and
ethanol or methanol is
used. FFVs provide an op-
portunity of greater sub-

stitution of petrol by
ethanol as it is capable of
using any of the higher
blends of ethanol mix
from 20 per cent up to 100
per cent. Flex-fuel vehi-
cles are available in
Brazil, the USA and
Canada. Ethanol is a
major alternate fuel used
globally and Brazil has
the highest average blend-
ing of 48 per cent. Union
environment minister
Bhupendra Yadav said the
next 40 days will be the
most difficult time for
Delhi because of stubble
burnings in neighbouring
states. "We can manage 24
lakh tonnes of stubble
this year by mechanisa-
tion," Yadav added.

Houston, Oct 11: 

There is immense poten-
tial for India-US collabora-
tion in areas of biofuels,
green hydrogen, petro-
chemicals & upstream sec-
tors, union minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said.
The Minister of
Petroleum and Natural
gas and Urban
Development, said India
and US have decided on
concrete areas of coopera-
tion. "India is more con-
scious of going for green
energy than any other
country in the world, spe-
cial emphasis is being
given on green hydrogen,
biofuel blending and ex-
ploration and production
of biofuel from alternative
sources , Puri told a
packed, invited-only
guests at the reception, or-
ganized by Consul General
of India in Houston,
Aseem Mahajan, at his
residence. Puri said "in
pursuance of the strategic
green energy partnership
signed between the US

President and the Indian
Prime Minister in 2021, we
signed four MOUs and
these are in concrete
areas, where Indian com-
panies and US companies
will collaborate".

He launched the Special
CBM (popularly known as
Coal Seam Gas) Bid Round
- 2022 for International
Competitive Bidding on
Monday at Houston.
Simultaneously, Puri
launched the Offshore Bid
Round offering 26 blocks --
18 carved out by DGH and
eight as a result of expres-
sion of interests (EoI)
from potential investors --
covering an area of ap-

proximately 2.3 lakh Sq.
Km. Out of 26 blocks,
three blocks based on EoIs
are onshore covering an
area of only 3,666 sq km,
Puri asserted that India
would eventually become
a leader in the green hy-
drogen space. The target of
20 per cent of ethanol
blending has been brought
forward from 2030 to 2025.
Sharing transformative
developments regarding
the energy sector, he said,
"We have not allowed, both
the countries, in spite of
what has happened to the
global energy markets, to
deviate even slightly, from
our objective of transition-
ing to green energy". "We
have decided on concrete
areas of cooperation,
where we have decided to
establish a green energy
corridor between the
United States and India,
where the governments
only provide the frame-
work, but it is the private
sector and our companies,
which have to make it
work," he said.

Immense potential ahead for India-US 
energy collaboration: Hardeep Singh Puri

Gadkari launches Toyota's pilot project
on flex fuel-strong hybrid EV

NEW BRAND LAUNCH

Former Indian cricket captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni along with Co-founders Anand Nagarajan,

Sandeep Devgan, Hemalatha Srinivasan, Ruth Renita and Anoop Haridasan during launch of a new

meat brand Shaka Harry, in Bengaluru, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

New Delhi, Oct 11:  

Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM) mem-
ber Sanjeev Sanyal has
said that 'open-ended' free-
bies should be 'discour-
aged' as the amount can be
utilised for building infra-
structure, or investing in
the health sector. Sanyal,
however, added there is a
need for targeted-subsi-
dies, as it helps the poor in
the time of need, as it hap-
pened during the COVID-19
pandemic period.

"We do need to target ab-
solute poverty, but open-
ended freebies are certain-
ly something we should not

encourage," he told PTI.
Sanyal said that there is

a price to pay eventually
for open-ended subsidies
like free electricity or
something that's not prop-
erly targeted.

"... The money that is
spent on those particular
open-ended freebies is
something that can be
spent on doing other things
whether it's building infra-
structure, or investing in
the health sector," Sanyal
opined. Last week, the
Election Commission

wrote to political parties to
provide authentic informa-
tion to the voters to assess
the financial viability of
their election promises and
also sought their views on
the issue. The EC has said
it cannot overlook inade-
quate disclosures on elec-
tion promises and conse-
quential undesirable im-
pact on financial sustain-
ability as empty poll prom-
ises have far-reaching ram-
ifications. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the re-
cent past had hit out at the
competitive populism of
extending 'rewaris' (free-
bies) and said that these
are not just wastage of tax-
payers' money but also an
economic disaster that
could hamper India's drive
to become atmanirbhar
(self-reliant).

‘Open-ended’ freebies should be
discouraged: Sanjeev Sanyal

̈ Amount can be used
for infra, healthNew Delhi, Oct 11:  

The finance ministry on
Monday held a preparato-
ry meeting to launch a spe-
cial financial inclusion
drive from October 15 to
achieve saturation in re-
spect of bank accounts
and expansion of Kisan
Credit Card coverage,
among others. Chaired by
Department of Financial
Services (DFS) Secretary
Sanjay Malhotra in Pune,
the meeting was attended
by Bank of Maharashtra
(BoM) Managing Director
A S Rajeev, executive di-
rectors A B Vijayakumar
and Asheesh Pandey, as
well as senior officials of
both the central govern-
ment and district adminis-

tration, BoM said in a
statement. The campaign
from October 15 to
November 26 this year will
also focus on
mobile/Aadhaar seeding
of existing accounts, with
a special focus on making
small accounts normal ac-
counts by completing full
know your customer
(KYC) requirements. The
pilot financial inclusion
campaign at the gram pan-
chayat level will be held at
select districts -- Cuttack
(Odisha), Aurangabad
(Maharashtra), Pune
(Maharashtra), Kakinada
(Andhra Pradesh),
Kaushambi (Uttar
Pradesh), Datia (Madhya
Pradesh) and Barpeta
(Assam).

Finmin holds preparatory
meeting to launch financial

inclusion drive
Mumbai, Oct 11: 

Market benchmarks
closed deep in the red on
Tuesday, mirroring a nega-
tive trend overseas as tight-
ening monetary policy glob-
ally and escalation of the
war in Ukraine continued to
weigh on sentiment. Sliding
for the third straight ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE
Sensex slumped 843.79
points or 1.46 per cent to set-
tle at 57,147.32. The broader
NSE Nifty tumbled 257.45
points or 1.49 per cent to end
at 16,983.55. IndusInd Bank
was the biggest laggard
among the Sensex con-
stituents, dropping 3.70 per
cent, followed by Nestle
India, Tata Steel, Infosys,
HCL Tech, Tech Mahindra,

Dr Reddy's, and HUL. Only
two counters managed to
close with gains -- Axis Bank
and Asian Paints, rising up
to 1.15 per cent. "Investors
are becoming risk-averse
due to rising geopolitical
turmoil as well as worries
about the global economic
slump. Investors' caution
ahead of the announcement
of inflation data prevented a
better-than-expected start to
IT earnings from improving
market mood.

Markets extend losses for
3rd day as global risks

weigh; Nifty ends below 17k

Ahmedabad, Oct 11: 

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd
(“APSEZ”), India’s largest
ports and logistics company
and part of Adani Group,
has received approvals from
NCLT Ahmedabad and
NCLT Hyderabad for ac-
quiring the remaining
58.1% stake in Gangavaram
Port Limited (GPL) through
the composite scheme of
arrangement. With this
stake purchase, GPL will be-
come a 100% subsidiary of
APSEZ.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Mr Karan Adani, CEO
and Whole-time Director,
APSEZ said, “Acquisition of
GPL is a key milestone in
consolidating our position
as India’s largest transport
utility and in achieving
East Coast & West Coast
parity. Gangavaram Port

has excellent rail & road
network connectivity and is
the business gateway to the
hinterland spread over
eight states. The recent ad-
dition of a container han-
dling terminal will enable
us to accelerate our growth
of cargo volumes”. APSEZ
also brings world-class lo-
gistics synergies to the
table, which will propel
Gangavaram Port to a po-
tential cargo volume of 250
MMT. This will boost the
pace of industrialization of
Andhra Pradesh, added Mr
Adani. Gangavaram Port is
located in the northern part
of Andhra Pradesh next to
Vizag Port. It is the third
largest non-major port in
Andhra Pradesh with a 64
MMT capacity established
under concession from
Government of Andhra
Pradesh (GoAP) that ex-
tends till 2059.

APSEZ portfolio
grows to 12 Ports

New Delhi, Oct 11:  

BMS College of
Engineering (BMCSE) and
BMS Institute of
Technology and
Management (BMSIT&M),
managed by BMS
Educational Trust, one of
the highest-ranking
Engineering colleges in
Karnataka, has set up its
first of its kind Department
of Machine Learning and
Karnataka’s first BS
Narayan Center of
Excellence in Artificial
Intelligence and Machine
Learning. The center was in-
augurated in the presence of
the Chief guest - Dr. Devesh
Vatsa, Air Vice Marshal,
Awardee of Vishishta SEVA
Medal, Commandant,
Software Development
Institute, Indian Air Force,
Bengaluru, Presided by Sri
Aviram Sharma, Chairman,
BMSIT&M and Trustee,

BMSET Guest of Honor –
Prof. S Sadagopan,
Chairman BoG, IIITDM –
Kancheepuram & Prof.
Pradip K Das, Professor,
Dept of CSE, IIT Guwahati,
Assam, along with digni-
taries including Dr. B S
Ragini Narayan, Donor
Trustee & Member
Secretary, BMS Educational
Trust, Dr. P Dayananda Pai,
Chairman, BMSCE & Life
Trustee, BMS Educational

Trust, Sri Gautham V
Kalathur, Chief Technical
Officer, BMSET.

The Department of
Machine Learning, BMSCE
poised to be the youngest
branch in the 75+ years old
Engineering college, will
focus on teaching and re-
search in the domains of
Deep Learning, Data
Mining, Big Data and
Natural Language
Processing.

BMS Educational Trust set ups
Department of Machine Learning & CoE 

Mumbai, Oct 11: 

Packed with the good-
ness of community fair
trade ingredients like
British Rose, Shea, Mango,
Tea Tree and so many
more. The Body Shop gift
sets starting at Rs 795 are
available at their nearest
store or online www.the-
bodyshop.in

India’s much-awaited
festive season is just
around the corner, and
among all the festivals,
Diwali is perhaps most
people’s favourite. The fes-
tival of lights brings joy,
with people celebrating
with their loved ones and
exchanging gifts.

Speaking of gifts, find-
ing the perfect one can be
tedious – to say the least.
If you’re wondering what
to gift your friends and
family, The Body Shop, a
Britain-based interna-

tional personal care
brand, is here to end your
hunt. Its extensive person-
al care product range
makes for delightful fes-
tive gifts. Here are some
possible combos out of
their seemingly endless
options. While these are
perfect gifts for your loved
ones this festive season,
there’s no reason why you
shouldn’t do some self-
gifting either. You can
treat yourself to any (or
all, we don’t judge) of
these skin and hair care
products to prep yourself
for the long festive season
that lies ahead.

Body Shop launches
Joyful Gifts

ACROSS

1. Insult

5. Blur

10. Sleeping

14. African lily

15. Theater walkway

16. Yield

17. Defame

18. Macaroni, e.g.

19. Harness part

20. Ballroom dance

22. Emphasizes

24. Discontinue

25. Canadian province

29. Soup vessel

31. Scanty

36. Gent

38. Circle segments

40. Alternate

41. Steals from

42. Sandwich shops

44. Stadium part

45. The British ____

47. Shredded

48. Pen liquids

49. Ladybug, e.g.

51. Spiritualist meeting

53. Insect's feeler

55. Mineral spring

58. Branch of math

62. Anchorman ____ Jennings

64. Peruse

65. Small particles

69. Ramble

70. Narrative

71. Sort

72. Formerly

73. Stretch across

74. Delete

75. Sow

DOWN

1. Moisten while cooking

2. Poe's middle name

3. Meeting of peers

4. Ice formation

5. Syrup source

6. Actress ____ Farrow

7. Road curve

8. Church feature

9. Responds

10. Farm unit

11. Existed

12. Censor

13. Hideaways

21. Boat paddle

23. Guitarist's aid

26. Conduct

27. French cap

28. Surround
30. Troubled
32. Storage spot
33. Imitation diamond
34. Hide-and-____
35. Does wrong
36. Baby bed
37. Sprinkler attachment
39. Warning signal
43. Actor ____ Penn
46. Thick slice
50. Infuriate
52. Forty winks
54. Starchy tuber (sl.)
56. ____ and quiet
57. Carrying weapons
58. ____ and crafts
59. Bound
60. Party
61. Adam's home
63. Greek god
66. Stop ____ dime (2 wds.)
67. "____ Doubtfire"
68. Comprehend
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Today you could talk to some interesting
new people, Aquarius. Among them is at
least one person who shares a lot of
your interests and could become a close
friend. The joy you receive from commu-
nicating with these people is likely to
spill over into the rest of your day. You
could be warmer and more congenial
with everyone else in your life, too. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A book or movie about a foreign country
could capture your imagination and make
that country seem especially appealing,
Pisces. You might toy with the idea of tak-
ing a trip there in the future. If you're seri-
ous, it might be a good idea to start mak-
ing your tentative plans. You're in a partic-
ularly practical frame of mind and have
the enthusiasm to do it. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Someone close who owes you money
might suddenly turn up and repay you,
Aries. This might be a surprise, but you
will be glad to get it. You may want to
blow some of it by taking a friend out to
lunch or buying someone a gift. Some
beautiful dreams could haunt your sleep
tonight, perhaps to the point where you
feel frustrated when you wake up.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you should feel especially warm
and loving toward everyone close to you,
Taurus, particularly a love partner. You
may want to spend some time with friends
or family, if possible, or schedule a roman-
tic evening with your significant other - or
both. If you have paperwork to take care
of, this is the day to do it. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You should be looking especially attrac-
tive today and glowing with robust
health, Gemini. You're apt to feel warm
and loving, particularly toward small ani-
mals. If you've considered adopting a
pet, this is a good day to do it. Business,
work, and money matters continue to go
well. You should be in a pretty good
space. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today you should be feeling especially
warm and loving toward close friends and
children, Cancer. You could also especial-
ly appreciate the arts. You might attend a
play or concert or decide to try your hand
at one of the fine arts yourself. In the
evening, go out and enjoy your friends'
company, if possible. Celebrate just being
together in whatever way you can!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might decide to buy a plant
for every room in your house or plant a
garden, Leo. If the weather is good, you
might visit a nursery or botanical gar-
den. You may not normally be attracted
to plants and gardens, but today both
beauty and nature seem especially
appealing. Make the most of this, howev-
er temporary. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A warm and loving communication could
come to you today from someone close.
This could be an email, call, or even a gift
of some kind. This could make your day,
Virgo, and you will probably pass whatever
good feelings you draw from it to other
friends and family members. Take a walk
around your neighborhood and say hello to
whomever you meet. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A very welcome sum of extra money
could come your way today, Libra, possi-
bly out of the blue. You might want to put
this money to work for you in some way,
perhaps investing it or purchasing sup-
plies or materials for personal projects.
You should feel especially positive where
your resources are concerned, and confi-
dent in your ability to earn.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you may feel especially warm and
loving toward just about everybody in your
circle, Scorpio, even those you usually find
irritating. You could also be looking espe-
cially attractive and feeling more confident
than usual. You might even feel like shop-
ping for new clothes. Artistic ideas could
flow freely, and you might think of different
ways to put them to work for you.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Someone you care about but haven't
seen for a long time could suddenly
contact you. You'd usually love this,
Sagittarius, but today you could be too
caught up in projects of your own to
want to put them aside. But you will
have a lot of fun with this person, and
you might even interest him or her in
your project.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A goal that you've been working on could
finally be reached, Capricorn. A group of
friends you might not have seen for a long
time could schedule a small get-together
that you will be all too glad to attend, if
possible. Expect to have a lot of fun
exchanging news and ideas with these
people. You will probably feel particularly
happy to see them. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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G
et ready to channel
your inner detec-
tive as &pictures is

bringing you a nerve-
racking murder mystery
to untwine this Saturday
with the World Television
Premiere of Silence: Can
You Hear It? One murder,
multiple suspects, and a
thrilling chase to find the
killer - dwelling in the un-
expected arena of suspi-
cions, the film follows in-
vestigation that ensures a
nail-biting adrenaline
rush. Known for his ex-
ceptional performance
throughout that glues the
audience to the screen,
Manoj Bajpayee will be
seen as ACP Avinash, a
cop who leaves no stone
unturned steering the
ship. Along with Prachi
Desai as Inspector
Sanjana. Barkha Singh
and Arjun Mathur will be
seen in pivotal roles as
well. Join the hunt for the
killer on October 15th at
10pm only on &pictures.

Manoj Bajpayee ex-
claimed, "I try to bring in
variety and diversity in
my performance, it keeps
the process challenging,
which eventually trans-
lates into a refined per-
formance on screen. I
was trying something
new with this film as I

have never worked in a
murder mystery genre
before. What I loved the
most about the script and
my character was that it
was a blend of passion
and determination. And
our director, Aban
Bharucha Deohans, I've
known for a long time
and I wanted to support
her in making this film
both as an actor and a
friend. She was very
meticulous with details
of the script and I found
it quite intriguing which
really helped us to don
our characters seamless-
ly. Making it was a great
experience: the livewire
cast, the fun, the hard
work, couldn't have asked
for anything more.”

Talking about the film,
Prachi Desai said, "I
have explored many
roles in my career but a
cop is a first for me. I’ve
always enjoyed this
genre, it keeps me in-
trigued and invested at
all times and Silence was
just that. Even while
reading the script, it felt
as if I was reading a
murder mystery book in
a script format. To top it
all, I was thrilled to part-
ner with Manoj sir.
There is so much to
learn from him, the way
he deals with his craft as
a professional and as a
person. The way he hu-
manizes every character
that he plays is some-
thing I would really like

to imbibe as an actor.”
Building a pensive/

engaging narrative
around the mysterious
murder of Pooja, the
daughter of retired
Justice Chaudhary.
When a couple of
trekkers find Pooja in
the woods, murdered, ec-
centric ACP Avinash
Verma is roped in to in-
vestigate the case and
bring the killer to jus-
tice. In the chaos of hid-
den truths, will the ACP
succeed to break the si-
lence and find the killer?

Tune in to find out
with the World
Television Premiere of
Silence: Can you hear it
on 15th October at 10pm
only on &pictures.

World Television premiere
of ‘Silence’ on Oct 15

Shilpa Shetty
describes how

she combat
stress and stay

motivated

A
ctress Shilpa
Shetty, who frac-
tured her leg

while shooting for Rohit
Shetty's web series,
'Indian Police Force' and
has since been trying to
recover, said that her
young daughter's eager-
ness to be lifted by her
was serving as a major
motivation for her to
combat the mental
agony caused by the in-
jury.

Taking to Instagram to
spread some positivity,
the actress wrote: "It's
been two months
today...since my injury.
Let me tell you honestly,
it's NOT been easy. The
mental agony has been
as severe as the physical
pain."

"For someone who's a
workaholic and a fitness
addict like me, these past
eight weeks have had its
own share of frustra-
tion, anger, sadness, and
helplessness. But, I
found a very strong
source of motivation to
get better from (my)
daughter - having

Samisha around me for
every physiotherapy ses-
sion." "It was only as
time passed that I re-
alised how she was wait-
ing eagerly for me to "be
able to pick her up"
again. Those smiles,
hugs, little sweet noth-
ings, and kisses were all
I needed on some days."

"We all cope with our
stressors and pain-points
differently. If you can't
cope with somethings on
your own, seek help. "If
you know of someone
who is struggling for
whatever reason, extend
help and support. There
couldn't be a more apt
day than Mental Health
day to discuss this."

"Broken hearts and
spirits aren't any less
painful than broken
bones. Everyone de-
serves to heal from them
all. Heartfelt gratitude to
my doctors Kalpesh
Ghelani and Nityanand
Chauhan for handhold-
ing (literally) and help-
ing me through this
process and doing it with
so much love."

W
ork on director R.
Kannan's next film,
featuring actress

Hansika Motwani in the lead,
began on Monday with a sim-
ple pooja.
The film is being produced by
G. Dhananjayan, who had also
produced director R. Kannan's
earlier film, the critically
acclaimed superhit film 'Ivan
Thanthiran'. Sources close to
the unit say that Kannan's
upcoming film will be a hero-
ine-centric one and that it
would be an emotional, hor-
ror-based comedy thriller. The
film's core story idea came
from writer Ma. Tholgappian,
a source said, adding that pro-
ducer Dhananjayan developed
the story's screenplay with
many interesting elements.
Dialogues for the film have
been penned by lyricist Srini
Selvaraj. The trio of
Tholgappian, Dhananjayan
and Srini Selvaraj is believed
to have worked on this script
idea for more than six months
before giving R. Kannan a
bound script. Well-known
actors such as Metro Shirish,
Mayilsamy, Thalaivasal Vijay,
Brigida and Pawan will also be
seen playing important roles
in the film, which is to be shot
non-stop and completed in
three months.

Hansika
Motwani’s 

next film goes 
on floors

F
rom starting her ca-
reer at the age of 17
as an intern to be-

coming the most success-
ful producer, TV czarina
Ekta Kapoor has come a
long way and she recalls
her earlier days after re-
ceiving 'Bemisaal Rishta'
award during an award
function.

Though she started her
career in the entertain-
ment industry very early,
her first successful show
was the 1995 sitcom 'Hum
Paanch'. Later in 2000, her
show 'Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi' became
the most successful TV se-
rial.

Post that she did several
hit shows including
'Kahaani Ghar Ghar Ki',

'Kabhi Sautan Kabhii
Sahelii', 'Kalash', 'Kasautii
Zindagii Kay', and
'Kasamh Se'. Ekta also
came up with a fearless re-
ality show 'Lock Upp' host-
ed by Bollywood star
Kangana Ranaut.

She said: "I certainly
have to say that I was only
17 years old and created
history by starting at such
a young age with the serial
'Hum Panch'. I still remem-
ber taking the entry form
for the pilot shoot of the
show. I was not sure at that
time, but I would say it
doesn't matter if you are
young, or old, you have a
filmy background or not,
this channel always func-
tions with you, based on
your ability."

She also expressed her
gratitude towards the
team of her popular shows
and said pointing towards
'Kumkum Bhagya' actor
Shabbir Ahluwalia that
everyone from the team
misses him.

"A special thanks to the
team of 'Kundali Bhagya',
'Kumkum Bhagya', and
'Bhagya Lakshmi'. The
man standing here,
Shabbir, the channel does-
n't miss you because they
have you. But, we miss
you," she added.

'Zee Rishtey Awards'
airs on Zee TV.

Ekta Kapoor recalls her 
initial years of entering the

entertainment industry

A
yushi Khurana
made her television
debut with Star

Bharat’s recently
launched show ‘Ajooni’
alongside Shoaib Ibrahim
in the lead. Ayushi por-
trays the primary charac-
ter "Ajooni," who is brave
and fierce by nature but
also very elegant and car-
ries herself with the ut-
most class. Ayushi
Khurana, who was for-
merly a stylist and is now
an actor, talks about her
personal style and offers
some fashion advice to her
followers. The audience
has been adoring her in
the show's Punjabi avatar,
and she has been praised
for it.

"Comfort is my number
one style motto," she ex-
plains. "Style refers to a
person's own way of ex-
pressing oneself. Being an
actress has always been
my dream. And styling is
just a passion that has
evolved into a career. Since
I couldn't start out as an
actress, I started styling to
manage my expenses.
Once I had saved up some
cash, I came to Mumbai to
pursue my goal.

She continues, "Rihanna
is my fashion icon; I adore
how she handles herself.

I've always looked up to
her as my fashion inspira-
tion since she can look
good in any outfit, but
when I style myself, I also
prioritize my comfort and
how I feel. Since comfort is
my number one fashion
tenet, I often try to keep
things simple, stylish, and
bohemian.

Ayushi shares
some styling tips

for her fans

Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan, who turns 80

on Tuesday, has shared that
another 365 days have begun
for him and thanked everyone
for showering him with love
and care. The cine icon took
to his blog and wrote: "And
another 365 .. and another
begins .. as do many other
begins .. beginnings are
required .. they provide ends
.. and ends need love and
grace and care to be accom-
plished .." He then thanked
all his fans, whom he lovingly
calls his extended family or
EF, for showering him with all
the love he has received.
"It is impossible for me to
even attempt what your love
and affection means to me ..
so I fold my hands and pray
for all in the spirit of gener-
ous gratitude."
Known as the Shehnshah of
Bollywood, Amitabh is
regarded as one of the most
successful and influential
actors in the history of Indian
cinema. He has worked in
over 100 films and has even
lent his iconic baritone voice
for several songs in Hindi
movies.

Big B:
Another

365 begins



Kuldeep and Co weave magic
to give India series win

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI):

India gave a good account
of their enormous depth
as a young and inexperi-

enced side stunned a strong
South Africa unit by seven wick-

ets in third ODI here on Tuesday
to secure a memorable series
win.

The spin trio of Washington
Sundar (2/15), Shahbaz Ahmed

(2/32) and Kuldeep Yadav (4/18)
picked the right lengths on a slow

Kotla pitch to bundle out South Africa
for 99, the Proteas lowest ODI total

against India.
The home team batters, led by Shubman

Gill (49), chased a paltry 100-run target in
19.1 overs. The series loss further jeopar-
dised South Africa's chances of a direct

qualification for the ODI World Cup next
year. Pacer Mohammad Siraj (2/17) too
continued his good run to make a strong
case for his inclusion in T20 World Cup
squad. While Washington and Shahbaz
got wickets up front, left-arm spinner
Kuldeep, who missed out on a hat-trick,
cleaned up the tail. The quality of the
Indian white-ball squad was on full dis-
play in the series as the second-string
team came from behind to clinch the

three-match series 2-1. Chasing a small
total, opener Gill attacked the South
African bowlers from the very first ball
while skipper Shikha Dhawan played sec-
ond fiddle.

The Indians, who looked in a hurry to
finish the match, lost a bit of momentum
after the wickets of Dhawan, whose woeful
run in the series continued as he was run
out for eight, and Ishan Kishan (10).

However, Shreyas Iyer (28 not out) con-
tinued his stellar run as he whacked three
boundaries and two sixes including a

match-winning maximum to steer India to
victory after Gill was trapped leg before
with three runs needed. Earlier put in to
bat, South African batters failed to impress,
falling like ninepins. Quinton de Kock (6)
was the first to perish as he half-heartedly
cut the ball to top-edge it to Avesh Khan at
backward point, giving Washington his
first wicket. India then seemingly got their
second wicket when Reeza Hendricks (3)
was trapped leg before but the South
African took the review to turn the um-
pire's decision in the seventh over.

Janneman Malan (15) smacked Siraj for
three of boundaries in his consecutive
overs before the pacer got rid of the opener
as he tried to play the pull shot.

South African batters continued to strug-
gle and looked off colour as Siraj claimed
his second when he got Hendricks (3) next.

Aiden Makram (9), whose stay in the
middle lasted 19 balls, became Shahbaz
Ahmed's first victim as he nicked it
through to the keeper Sanju Samson.

The visitors dallied to 50 in 17.1 overs but
India were all over the visitors.

Skipper David Miller (7) and joined
Heinrich Klaasen in the middle but he too
couldn't make a mark as he was bowled, the
ball slid in from round the wicket to clip the
outside of off stump.

Brought into the attack in the 20th over,
Kuldeep too joined the party as Andile
Phehlukwayo failed to read his googly.

Klaasen and new-man Marco Jansen
stitched a 22-run stand that included a four
and a six to take South Africa closer to the
100-run mark.

First, Jansen charged down the pitch for
a six over long on, a few balls later Klassen
hit a boundary but he was dismissed by
Shahbaz.

Kuldeep then burst with a three-wicket
haul clearing up the lower order as South
Africa were bowled out in 27.1 overs.
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Bhubaneswar, Oct 11:

Johnson scored the win-
ner as Brazil beat Morocco
1-0 in the opening match of
the 2022 FIFA U-17 World
Cup at the Kalinga Stadium
in Bhubaneswar on
Tuesday.

Morocco began asking
questions right from kick-
off but it was Brazil’s calcu-
lated play that won it the
game. In the opening
minute, Imanuel Hannachi
met Djennah Cherif ’s pass
on the volley, forcing Leilane
– the Brazilian goalie – to
make a full-stretched save.

But that was Morocco’s
only shot on target as the
Selecao tightened their grip
on the game. With forwards
Aline and Johnson threaten-
ing in the Morocco box,
Brazil got the breakthrough
in the fifth minute. A count-
er-attack, starting a one-two
between Aline and Lara,
progressed with the latter
passing it to Johnson. The
Brazilian forward – who had
finished as the highest goal-
scorer at the U-17 CON-
MEBOL Championship –
made a run behind the
Moroccan defence and put
the ball in the back of the
net with a powerful right-
footed finish. Simone

Gomez’s side came close to
doubling its lead seven min-
utes later when a through
ball from Johnson beat two
Moroccan defenders as Ana
Julia (No. 8) rushed to slot it
home. But Morocco’s Wisaal
El Assaoui (No. 8) – tracking
back at the last moment -
cleared the ball to the right

end and kept the score 1-0.
Brazil continued to at-

tack, with Johnson twice
coming close to doubling
her goal tally, in the first half
injury time and the 52nd
minute, respectively.

Though the win secured
three points for Brazil, it
was exposed in moments of

counter-attack, where the
girls took time to track
back. This is something
a high-intensity team
like the United States
will take note of be-
fore the two teams
meet three days later.
Morocco, on the
other hand – coming
in as the first North
African country in
the tournament – will
take joy in the perform-
ance of its goalkeeper
Louisa Derbali. Derbali –

who helped
Morocco earn qualification
with two key saves in the
penalty shootout against
Ghana – was instrumental
in limiting the margin of
goals to just one against the
women in yellow and blue.

The young Atlas
Lionesses will play India
next at the same stadium on
October 14 and will expect
the similar fan support it got
today, with cheers of
‘Maghreb’ from the stands.

FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup

Johnson scores as Brazil
beats Morocco 1-0

Bhubaneswar: Players of Brazil celebrate after scoring a goal
against Morocco during their match at FIFA U-17 Women's World
Cup 2022 at Kalinga Stadium, in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

Bowler Kuldeep Yadav with
teammate Ishan Kishan cele-

brates the wicket of Bjorn Fortuin
during the 3rd ODI cricket match
between India and South Africa,

at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in
New Delhi, Tuesday, Oct. 11.

Christshurch, Oct 11 (AP):

Finn Allen and Devon
Conway shared a 117-run
opening partnership as
New Zealand cruised to a
nine-wicket win over
Pakistan with almost four
overs remaining on
Tuesday in the Twenty20
Tri-Series.

Allen made 62 including
a half century from 32
balls and Conway followed
his match-winning 70
against Bangladesh on the
weekend with an unbeaten
49 on Tuesday as New
Zealand easily surpassed
Pakistan's 130-7.

Conway underlined his
importance to the Black
Caps ahead of the T20
World Cup with consecu-
tive unbeaten innings.
Allen took a moment to
judge the pace and bounce
of the pitch at Hadley
Oval, then went on to 62
from 42 balls with six
sixes, marking himself as
a player to watch when the
world tournament starts
later this month.

Pakistan and New
Zealand are level in the se-
ries with two wins each
from three matches, while
Bangladesh is yet to win.
The next match is between
New Zealand and
Bangladesh on Thursday.

New Zealand's win

Tuesday was set up by the
bowlers. Mitchell Santner
conceded 11 runs from his
opening over then joined
with Michael Bracewell to
uproot Pakistan's top
order. The pair combined
to contain Pakistan's pow-
erful batters, sharing four
of the first five wickets.

Bracewell, who took 2-14
in New Zealand's eight-
wicket win over
Bangladesh on Sunday,
bettered that with 2-11.

He claimed the first
Pakistan wicket to fall, dis-
missing Mohammad
Rizwan for 16. Rizwan fell
in the manner of several
Pakistan batters who
made the mistake of try-
ing to hit the ball down the
ground.

With the ball turning a
little and holding in the
surface of a worn pitch, it
was always dangerous to
try and hit lofted straight
shots.

Shan Masood gave
Santner his first wicket
when he was out for 14. He
was enticed by a flighted
delivery outside off stump
to also go down the ground
but couldn't clear long-on,
where Bracewell took the
catch.

Shadab Khan (8) fell in
the same manner. Santner
again tossed the ball up
outside off and Shadab

holed out to Tim Southee
at long-on. Bracewell then
claimed the vital wicket of

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam. He tossed up a slow-
er ball which floated away

from the batter and Babar
feathered an edge to Devon
Conway behind the wick-
et.

Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi
got into the act with the
wicket of Haider Ali who
also was deceived in flight
and was caught at long-on.
Pakistan was 77-5 in the
14th and under pressure to
lift its scoring rate.

Southee made that diffi-
cult in the later overs, re-
moving Iftikhar Ahmed
and Mohammad Nawaz to
finish with 2-31.

Pakistan was 91-5 after
15 overs but the earlier
wickets made the last five
overs less profitable than
they might have been.

The New Zealanders
had the chance in fielding
first to study the nature of
the pitch. When they bat-
ted they looked to hit
squarer and the tactic paid
off, especially for Allen
who hit one of his sixes
out of the ground.

"I think our first innings
was a little bit slow," Babar
said.

"We will sit down now
and discuss our mistakes
and be better in the next
match. "We had a bad day
and I think in the batting
we were not up to the
mark. With 150 or 160 it's
possible to defend, but not
with 130."

New Zealand beats Pakistan by 9 wickets in Tri-series

New Zealand's Kane Williamson (R) and Devon Conway walk out
the field after their victory in the fourth cricket match between
New Zealand and Pakistan of the Twenty20 tri-series at Hagley
Oval in Christchurch on October 11.

Sylhet, Oct 11:

Pakistan Women have
defeated Sri Lanka
Women by five wickets in
the Women Asia Cup on
Tuesday. Earlier, Omaima
Sohail starred with an
impressive five wicket
haul to help Pakistan
women restrict Sri Lanka
Women to 112 runs.
Pakistan Women reached
the target in the 19th over
of the contest. Sri Lanka
Women had started well
and were 58/1 at one pint
of time. But after
Chamari Attapatu was
out for 41, they lost the
plot and Sohail came into
her own. They were even-
tually bundled out for 112
runs in the 19th over of
the game. It was the poor
display of the middle
order and the lower order,
which cost Sri Lanka
women the game.
However, Pakistan bat-
ters also need to applaud-
ed for their patience. Nida
Dar scored important 26
runs and the finishing
touches were applied by
Ayesha Naseem. The lat-
ter scored quickfire 5-ball
16, else the game was star-
ing at a tight finish.

Thailand qualify
for Asia Cup

semi-finals for
the first time

Thailand have con-
firmed their place in the
semi-finals of the
Women's Asia Cup for the
first time, after
Bangladesh's last league
game against UAE on
Tuesday morning was
washed out. Bangladesh -
the defending champions
and hosts - needed two
points to finish fourth
and take the last available
semi-final spot, but they
got only one point from
the abandoned game and
ended in fifth place.
While Bangladesh won
only two out of six games,
Thailand won three: they
defeated UAE, Malaysia,
and most significantly
Pakistan by four wickets
to finish on six points.
Thailand will now play
table-toppers India in the
first semi-final on
Thursday morning, while
the second semi-final will
be played between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka
on Thursday afternoon.

Pakistan beat  Sri Lanka
by five wickets

Aliya Riaz and Nida Dar added 45 for the fifth wicket for Pakistan.

New Delhi/Mumbai, Oct 11 (PTI):

Roger Binny, a member of the
1983 World Cup winning team,
on Tuesday filed his nomina-
tion for the post of BCCI
President and is likely to get
the top job unopposed, Board
vice President Rajeev Shukla
said.
Binny, 67, is so far the only
candidate to have filed nomi-
nation for the post and if no
more candidate emerges, he
will replace Sourav Ganguly as
BCCI chief when the Board
holds its AGM in Mumbai on
October 18.
After hectic parleys and back-
channel discussions in the past
one week, it was decided that
Binny would be the 36th Board
president, one of the sources
familiar with the development,
said.
Jay Shah, son of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, has also
filed nomination and will con-
tinue as BCCI Secretary for a
second consecutive term if no
more candidate throws his hat
in the ring.
Shah is also expected to

replace Ganguly as India's rep-
resentative at the all powerful
ICC Board.
"Roger Binny has filed nomi-
nation for president's post,
myself for the vice-president's
post, Jay Shah for secretary,
Ashish Shelar for treasurer
and Devajit Saikia has filed
nomination for joint secre-
tary's post," Shukla told
reporters
"Arun Dhumal will head the
IPL governing council and
Abhishek Dalmiya will be part
of that council. Khairul Jamal
(Mamun) Majumdar will be
part of the Apex council. As of
now these are the nominations
and all are unopposed,"
Shukla added.

Binny set to replace
Ganguly as BCCI president

Perth, Oct 11 (PTI):

Australia captain Aaron Finch
found himself in the middle of a
stump microphone controversy
days before the start of the T20
World Cup as he was reprimand-
ed by the ICC for use of "audible
obscenity". The incident
occurred in the ninth over of
England innings in Australia's
three-match T20I series opener
here on Sunday, when the 35-
year-old lost his cool, swearing in
at on-field umpires Sam Nogajski
and Donovan Koch following a
caught-behind appeal.
England went on to win the
match by eight runs.
"It would have been f****** nice
to know in time," Finch was
picked up saying by the stump
microphone after the on-field
umpires did not give him an
answer whether a Jos Buttler
edge had carried to wicketkeep-
er Matthew Wade.

ICC reprimands 
Finch for use of 

‘audible obscenity’

Dubai, Oct 11 (PTI):

India's Deepti Sharma on
Tuesday jumped three
places to reclaim career-best
third position in the
Women's T20I bowlers rank-
ings list and also touched
the same rank in the all-
rounders chart.

Sharma gained ranking
points, riding on some fine
performances in the ongo-
ing Asia Cup in Sylhet,
Bangladesh. She grabbed
three wickets against
Pakistan and two each
against Bangladesh and
Thailand, overtaking South
Africa fast bowler Shabnim
Ismail and now only trails
England spinners Sophie
Ecclestone and Sarah
Glenn. She had first
achieved third rank in
bowlers list in November
2019. Sharma has also
moved up one slot to 35th
among batters and is ranked
third among all-rounders
after overtaking Australia's

Ashleigh Gardner. India's
Renuka Singh (up three
slots to eighth), Sneh Rana
(up 30 places to 15th) and
Pooja Vastrakar (up seven
places to 28th) have also pro-
gressed in the rankings for
bowlers. Among batters,
Jemimah Rodrigues has
moved up two places to sixth
while vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana remained static
in second spot.

Deepti Sharma gets back
career-best third rank
among T20 bowlers

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
gold medallist shuttler
Lakshya Sen climbed one
spot to be at a career-high
eighth place in the latest
BWF men's singles world
rankings.

The men's doubles pair
of MR Arjun and Dhruv
Kapila also moved closer
to top-20 by jumping two
spots to be at a career high
21st in the list issued on
Tuesday.

Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu re-

mained at sixth in the
women's singles rankings
while the pair of Chirag
Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy is ranked
eighth in the men's dou-
bles section. The 21-year-
old Sen, who had won a
bronze in the 2021 World
Championships, has been
in brilliant form, starting
the year with a gold medal
at the Yonex-Sunrise India
Open before his runner-up
finishes at the prestigious
All England Open
Championships and
German Open.

BWF Rankings: Lakshya Sen
rises to career-high eighth
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A woman makes earthen lamps (diyas) on a potter’s wheel, ahead of the Diwali festival, in Gurugram, Tuesday.
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Ahmedabad, Oct 11
(PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said Gujarat was
afflicted by many dis-
eases two decades ago,
and his government car-
ried out a “surgery” to
change the old system.

Launching healthcare
facilities worth Rs 1,275
crore at the Civil Hospital
(Asarwa) in Ahmedabad,
he also said that during
the G20 summit he gave a
call for ‘One Earth, One
Health’ as he was pained
to see that not a single
dose of COVID-19 vac-
cines was available in
some countries while in
other countries people re-

ceived four or five doses.
“Like one cures people of
disease, we are carrying
out this `Mukti Yagna’ to
cure the state of many
diseases. And we keep

trying our best to cure it,”
he said. To improve the
healthcare systems of
Gujarat, his government
used three things which
doctors prescribe, namely,

medicine, surgery and
care, the PM said.
“Twenty or twenty-five
years ago many diseases
had afflicted Gujarat,” he
said, listing problems
such as backwardness in
healthcare, lack of elec-
tricity, lack of water, mis-
governance and poor law
and order situation. At
the root of all these dis-
eases was “the biggest
disease” which was “poli-
tics of vote-bank”, he
said.

“Surgery means carry-
ing out a change in the
old system. My way of
surgery is taking scissors
to inaction, sloppiness
and corruption.

‘My govt carried out surgery
to change old system’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses during 
foundation stone laying of various projects worth 
Rs 1275/- crores at the Civil Hospital, in Ahmedabad, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

India has moved up six
places to rank 123 out of
161 countries for reducing
inequality but continues
to be among the lowest
performers in health
spending, according to the
latest Commitment to
Reducing Inequality Index
(CRII).

The 2022 CRII looks at
government policies and
actions in 161 countries to
fight inequality during the
first two years of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Norway leads the CRII
followed by Germany and
Australia.

India’s overall rank has
improved by six points
from 129 in 2020 to 123 in

2022. It has moved up 12
places to rank 129 for re-
ducing inequality through
progressive spending.

The country ranks 16 for
progressive taxation, up
by three.

Under ranking for mini-
mum wage, India has fall-
en 73 places due to the
counttry being reclassified
as not having a national
minimum wage.

Under the ‘Impact of
public spending on reduc-
ing inequality indicator’,
India has moved up 27
places and under ‘Impact
of tax on reducing in-
equality indicator’, India
has moved up 33 places.

The Index which is pre-
pared by Oxfam
International and

Development Finance
International (DFI) meas-
ures governments policies
and actions in three areas
proven to have a major im-
pact on reducing inequali-
ty.

The three areas are pub-
lic services (health, educa-
tion, and social protec-
tion), taxation and work-
ers’ rights.

The Oxfam report based
on the index said India fea-
tures among the lowest
performers on health
spending again. The index
showed that it has dropped
a further two places in the
rankings, to 157th, the 5th
lowest in the world.

“The 2022 CRII report
shows India making mar-
ginal gains when it comes

to reducing inequality
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. India which was
ranked 129 in the previous
index in 2020 has moved
up six places mainly due
to indicators quantifying
impact of public spending
and impact of tax on re-
ducing inequality,” said
Amitabh Behar, CEO of
Oxfam India.

“These are the positives
from the report but what’s
worrying is that India is
still lagging when it comes
to spending on health, edu-
cation and social security”
added Behar.

He pointed out that
India unfortunately fea-
tures among the lowest
performers on health
spending again.

CRII REPORT

India up six places to rank 123 for reducing inequality
Still among lowest performers in health spending

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): 

NITI Aayog member
(health) Dr V K Paul on
Tuesday underscored the
need for a tailored medical
insurance product for the
middle class in the coun-
try, saying only 6.8 per cent
of individuals have pri-
vate insurance.

NITI Aayog has been
talking about this “miss-
ing middle” of 30-40 crore
who need insurance, Paul
said at ‘FICCI HEAL 2022’
organised by the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry. Addressing a
session on the ‘role of
healthcare in driving
India’s economic growth’,
Paul said the public
healthcare is being opera-
tionalised. He alluded to
the two major medium-

term investment pro-
grammes in the infra-
structure front: Rs 77,000
crore of total grant to be
disbursed over five years
for primary health care,
infrastructure and diag-
nostics under the 15th
Finance Commission. The
other is Ayushman Bharat
Infrastructure Mission,
which has Rs 64,000 crore
for disbursal over five
years for infrastructure
development. “If you add
this up and divide by the
number of districts, each
district has a potential of
Rs 200 crore of investment
over five years,” he said.

Paul also noted that
Medical Value Travel is a
high priority for the gov-
ernment, and “major en-
gagement and facilitators
enablers would come up in
a short span of time”.

‘Need tailored medical insurance
product for middle class’

New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI):
The fee structure for med-
ical education at AIIMS
across India may be re-
vised and modelled along
the lines of IITs and IIMs
to augment the revenue
generating potential of the
premier institute, accord-
ing to a recommendation
made at AIIMS’ ‘chintan
shivir’ held in August.

Improving the health-
care services at all the
AIIMS and identifying an
implementable model suit-
able for sustainable rev-
enue generation to reduce
the dependence on govern-
ment funds were among
the topics that were delib-
erated at the ‘shivir’.

The Union health min-
istry is in the process of fi-
nalising a committee
which will study the feasi-

bility of these recommen-
dations and see the level of
increase that can be done,
an official source told PTI.

“One of the recommen-
dations suggested is revis-
ing the fee structure of
courses such as MBBS,
post-graduation and nurs-
ing education and adopt-
ing the structure followed
at IITs and IIMs to aug-
ment the revenue generat-
ing potential of the pre-
mier institute,” the source
said. Currently, the fees for
the MBBS course at AIIMS
is around Rs 6,500.

The cost of an MBA or
postgraduate degree at an
IIM is Rs 24-25 lakh while
for pursuing BTech at an
IIT one has to shell out up
to Rs 10-12 lakh and up to
Rs 3 lakh for doing an M
Tech.

Fee structure for education
at AIIMS could be revised


