
Critical
GGuurruuggrraamm::  Samajwadi
Party founder Mulayam
Singh Yadav continues to
be critical and on lifesav-
ing drugs in the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU), Medanta
hospital in Gurugram said
on Sunday. "Mulayam
Singh Yadav ji's condition
is quite critical today and
he is on life saving drugs.
He is being treated in the
ICU of Medanta Hospital,
Gurugram, by a compre-
hensive team of special-
ists," the hospital said in
a health bulletin.

Cheated
TThhaannee:: A 54-year-old
woman teacher has been
cheated of Rs 1.97 lakh
by an unidentified person
who sent her a message
about electricity supply
disconnection, a Thane
police official said on
Sunday. She called up the
number mentioned in the
mobile phone message
containing the threat of
power supply disconnec-
tion if she did not pay her
outstanding bill, he said.

Capture
BBhhooppaall:: A tiger cub roaming
on the campus of the pres-
tigious Maulana Azad
National Institute of
Technology (MANIT) here
since the last five days was
finally photographed by
cameras set up on the
premises, a forest official
said on Sunday. The insti-
tute had moved to online
teaching mode on Thursday
for a day, after forest offi-
cials found pug marks and
confirmed the presence of
the big cat in the campus,
the official said.

Search
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The NIA con-
ducted searches at two
locations in Tamil Nadu in
a case related to two self-
radicalised Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam
supporters planning
attacks on commercial
establishments and
important leaders in the
state, an official said on
Sunday. The searches
were conducted in Salem
and Sivagangai districts
on Saturday and led to
the recovery of incrimi-
nating materials includ-
ing digital devices like
compact discs related to
LTTE, a Sri Lanka-based
banned terrorist group, a
spokesperson of the
National Investigation
Agency said.

Explosion
MMuummbbaaii:: One person was
killed and two others
injured in an explosion on
Sunday at the power sta-
tion of the Maharashtra
Power Generation
Company at Uran in Navi
Mumbai, police said.
Prima facie, the boiler
pump exploded at the gas
turbine power station of
Mahagenco in Uran,
about 48 km from
Mumbai, which triggered
a fire at around 4:15 PM,
an official said.
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Muslim devotees take part in a 
procession on the occasion of 

Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi, the birthday 
of Prophet Muhammad, near

Charminar in Hyderabad, Sunday. 
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Modhera (Guj), Oct 09 (PTI):

In the run-up to the
Assembly elections in
Gujarat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said the people of the state
have blessed him for the
last two decades and voted
for him irrespective of his
caste.

The prime minister ar-
rived in Gujarat on a
three-day visit, where he
declared Modhera in
Mehsana district as the
country's first 24x7 solar-
powered village.

Addressing a rally here,
Modi said, "People of
Gujarat have blessed me
for the last two decades
without looking at my

caste, without looking at
my political background."

Before becoming the
prime minister, Modi was
the chief minister of
Gujarat between 2001 and
2014. Assembly elections

in Gujarat are slated to be
held soon. The elections
are crucial for the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which aims to re-
tain power in PM Modi's
home state, while the

Congress hopes for a win
after remaining out of
power for 27 years in the
state. During his visit,
Modi will launch various
projects worth more than
Rs 14,600 crore.

Dhamtari, Oct 09 (PTI): 

A 65-year-old man was
trampled to death by a
wild elephant at a village
in Chhattisgarh's
Dhamtari district, a forest
official said on Sunday.

The incident took place
at Kohka village, under
Agladongri village pan-
chayat, on Saturday
evening, the official said.

The victim Mahesh
Kuldeep was killed by an
elephant when he went to
work in his paddy field, he
said.

On being alerted about
the attack, forest officials
rushed to the village and
provided an immediate re-
lief of Rs 25,000 to kin of
the deceased person. The
remaining compensation
will be disbursed later, the

officer said. Human-ele-
phant conflicts in the
northern part of the state
have been a major cause
for concern since the last
one decade and the men-
ace has spread to some dis-
tricts of the central region
over the last few years.

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

Delhi minister Rajendra
Pal Gautam on Sunday re-
signed from his post, amid
a controversy over his
presence at a religious
conversion event where
Hindu deities were al-
legedly denounced.

The BJP had attacked
him and the Aam Aadmi

Party after a video went
viral showing him attend-
ing the event on October 5
where hundreds took a
pledge to convert to
Buddhism and not consid-
er Hindu deities as gods.

He had accused the BJP
of spreading "rumours"
against him and had apol-
ogised to "anyone who has
been hurt due to such
propaganda".

In a letter shared on
Twitter, he said that he has
resigned.

"I do not want my leader
Shri Arvind Kejriwal or
the party to be in any trou-
ble because of me. I am a
true solider of the party
and I will follow the ideals
shown by Baba Saheb
Ambedkar and Gautam
Buddh throughout my en-
tire life," he said.

Mumbai, Oct 09 (PTI): 

The Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
faction has submitted to
the Election Commission
its three options of a tri-
dent, rising sun or
mashaal (burning torch)
for its poll symbol,
sources said on Sunday.

The Election
Commission had on
Saturday barred the Shiv
Sena factions led by for-
mer chief minister
Thackeray and present
Maharashtra CM Eknath
Shinde from using the
party name and its elec-
tion symbol 'bow & arrow'

in the Andheri East
Assembly bypoll sched-
uled on November 3.

In an interim order
over claims by the rival
factions for control of the
organisation, the com-
mission asked them to
suggest by Monday three
different name choices

and also as many free
symbols for allocation to
their respective groups.

A source from the
Thackeray faction said,
"The Sena has submitted
three options as an alter-
native before the Election
Commission - a trident,
rising sun or a burning
torch, also known as
mashaal in Marathi and
Hindi languages."

The Thackeray camp
has also given some op-
tions for its official name
in polls, the source said
without elaborating.

The EC's interim order
on Saturday came on the
Shinde faction's request
seeking it be allocated the
symbol as the Andheri
East assembly bypoll is
approaching.

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

BJP president J P Nadda
is likely to continue at the
helm at least till the 2024
Lok Sabha polls as the party
top brass believes that a
sense of organisational con-
tinuity will help it in a
string of key assembly polls
in the coming months be-
fore the general election.

Nadda's three-year term
will end in January next
year, and the BJP parlia-
mentary board, its apex
body, is expected to endorse
an extension for him before
that, sources said.

With organisational polls
in BJP state units yet to
start, it is obvious that he
will continue at the helm,
they noted. The party rules

stipulate that organisation-
al polls should be over in at
least half of its state units
before the election of its na-
tional president. His prede-
cessor Amit Shah also got
an extension as the party
wanted him to continue
during the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections. It was only after
the parliamentary elections
were over that the organisa-
tional polls began and
Nadda was elected unop-

posed with Shah joining the
Union Cabinet during
Narendra Modi's second
stint as the prime minister.
A Modi confidant who also
shares warm ties with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh leadership, he is seen
to have maintained the or-
ganisational momentum
and dynamism that the BJP
was infused with under his
predecessor. The low-key
and affable personality of
the Himachal Pradesh
leader (61) is seen as an
asset in terms of the BJP's
organisational functioning
and coordination that re-
quires navigating a fresh set
of challenges every now
and then, with the state poll
cycle always on the move,
party sources said.

Chandigarh, Oct 09 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu on Sunday said the
number of girl students
should be increased in tech-
nical educational institu-
tions to give more impetus
to the progress of the coun-
try.

Murmu was addressing
52nd convocation and clos-
ing ceremony of centenary
year celebrations of Punjab
Engineering College (PEC)
in Chandigarh. The presi-
dent lauded the institute
and said she was happy to
note that it has provided
many luminaries to the
country. Among its famous
alumni, she named former
Chairman of ISRO and fa-
ther of experimental fluid
dynamics research in India,
Prof Satish Dhawan, emi-

nent educationist and
founder Director of IIT-
Delhi, Prof R N Dogra and
an expert in missiles tech-
nology and strategic sys-
tems, Dr. Satish Kumar

Murmu said, Kalpana
Chawla, an alumna of
PEC's aeronautical engi-
neering department, be-
came the first woman astro-
naut of Indian origin and

created an inspiring history
of self-sacrifice for science.

Noting that Kalpana
Chawla Chair of Geospatial
Technology is established
in the institute, she said,
"The number of girl stu-
dents should be increased
in technical educational in-
stitutions to give more im-
petus to the progress of the
country."

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

A parliamentary com-
mittee has recommended
that the medium of instruc-
tion in technical and non-
technical higher education
institutes such as IITs in
Hindi-speaking states
should be Hindi and in
other parts of India their
respective local language.

It also recommended that
Hindi should be one of the
official languages of the
United Nations.

In its 11th report present-
ed to President Droupadi
Murmu last month, the
Committee of Parliament

on Official Language, head-
ed by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, recommended
that local languages should
be given preference over
English in all states.

The committee suggest-
ed that in all technical and
non-technical institutions
in the country, Hindi or
local language should be
used as the medium of in-
struction and the use of
English should be made op-
tional, sources said.

BJD leader Bhartruhari
Mahtab, who is the deputy
chairman of the commit-
tee, told PTI that the com-
mittee has framed the rec-
ommendations as per the
new National Education
Policy which suggested
that the medium of instruc-
tion should either be offi-

cial or regional languages.
The committee has sug-

gested that Hindi should be
given a respectable place in
'A' category states and it
should be used 100 per cent.

The medium of instruc-
tion in IITs, central univer-
sities and Kendriya
Vidyalayas in Hindi-speak-
ing states should be Hindi
and in other parts of India
their respective local lan-
guage, the panel recom-
mended.

Mahtab said in higher
education institutions such
as Banaras Hindu
University, Delhi
University, Jamia Millia
Islamia, Aligarh Muslim
University, Hindi is being
used only 20-30 per cent,
whereas it should be used
100 per cent.

Kanpur, Oct 09 (PTI): 

RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Sunday said
merely making laws to
help the backward is not
enough and mindsets have
to be changed to ensure
their upliftment.

Bhagwat made the re-
marks here on the occa-
sion of Valmiki Jayanti.

Addressing a gathering
at Nanarao Park here,
Bhagwat said, "The
Valmiki community is still
very weak and is lagging
behind. It has to come for-
ward. Provisions have
been made in the
Constitution. The king
(government) is looking
after implementation of
the law. Despite this, if
there is no 'apnaapan'
(sense of belongingness),
then it will not benefit
those for whom it is
meant." The Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh
sarsanghchalak said that
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
made provisions in the
Constitution for the uplift-
ment of the Scheduled
Caste and Dalit communi-
ties.

"He had said that now
the Dalits would sit with
everyone. We made this
provision. But, merely
making the provision will
not be enough. The mind-
set has to be transformed,
and an awareness has to be
brought," Bhagwat said.

‘People blessed me without
looking at my caste’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
speaks during a ceremony to

lay the foundation stone &
dedicate development works

at Modhera village in Mehsana
district, Sunday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday declared
Modhera in Gujarat's Mehsana district as India's first
24x7 solar-powered village. Addressing a rally here
after that, Modi said Modhera was known for the Sun
temple, now it will also be known as solar-powered vil-
lage. Making Modhera the country's first round-the-
clock solar-powered village involved developing a
ground-mounted solar power plant and more than
1,300 rooftop solar systems on residential and govern-
ment buildings, a government release said. Assembly
elections in the Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled Gujarat
are scheduled to be held by the end of this year.

PM unveils India’s first solar-powered village

Nadda to get extension
as BJP chief till 2024

Elderly man trampled
to death by wild tusker

The incident took place at
Kohka village, under
Agladongri village panchay-
at, on Saturday evening.
The victim Mahesh Kuldeep
was killed by an elephant
when he went to work in his
paddy field. On being alert-
ed about the attack, forest
officials rushed to the vil-
lage and provided an imme-
diate relief of Rs 25,000 to
kin of the deceased person.

About the incident

Uddhav faction submits 
3 poll symbol choices to EC
̈ Trident, rising sun

or burning torch

In a virtual address a day after
the poll body froze Shiv Sena's
'bow and arrow' poll symbol,
Thackeray said it was "injus-
tice". The poll body on
Saturday barred the Shiv Sena
factions led by Thackeray and
Maharashtra chief minister
Eknath Shinde from using the
party name and its election
symbol in the upcoming bypoll.

EC freezes Sena 
poll symbol

AAP minister resigns
over conversion row

Rajendra Pal Gautam

KULLU  DUSSEHRA FEST 

Artists play instruments at a procession during the week-long Kullu Dussehra festival, in Kullu, Sunday.

‘Girl students in technical education
will speed up country's progress’

President Droupadi Murmu presents certificate to a student during 52nd
convocation and closing ceremony of centenary year celebrations of
Punjab Engineering College (PEC), in Chandigarh, Sunday. 

Par Panel Suggestion

‘Use Hindi, local languages
as medium of instruction’
̈ In technical, 

non-technical 
institutions

‘Merely making laws to help 
backward community not enough’

Mohan Bhagwat

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

From restaurants to online
delivery services, over 300
establishments in Delhi will be
able to operate round the clock
starting next week, with
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena approving a proposal
for exemptions under the Delhi
Shops and Establishment Act.
Exemptions under sections 14,
15 and 16 of the Delhi Shops
and Establishment Act, 1954
enable commercial establish-
ments to operate on a 24X7
basis, subject to certain condi-
tions that entail welfare of
labour and security, etc., offi-
cials said. The Lt Governor has
approved a proposal to exempt
314 applications, some of them
pending since 2016. He has
directed that a notification to
this effect be issued within
seven days, they said.

Approving the proposal, Saxena
took a "very serious view" of
the "inordinate delay, ad
hocism, randomness and unjus-
tified discretion" on the part of
the Labour Department in dis-
posing of applications submit-
ted by various establishments
for exemption, the officials
said. Out of the total 346 pend-
ing applications, 18 were sub-
mitted in 2016, 26 in 2017, 83 in
2018, 25 in 2019, four in 2020
and 74 in 2021, according to the
officials.
"Starting next week, over 300
establishments ranging from
hotels, restaurants, eateries to
online delivery services of food,
medicines, logistics and other
essential commodities, trans-
port and travel services, apart
from KPOs and BPOs, will be
able to operate their businesses
on a 24X7 basis in the national
capital," an official said.

BONANZA FOR TRADERS 

Over 300 businesses in
Delhi to operate 24X7
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Bhilai, Oct 09: Senior of-
fices of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant led by Director I/c
Anirban Dasgupta gath-
ered at Rising Bhilai
Udyan near Boria Gate on
9th Oct 2022 to pay condo-
lences to the victims of the
gas mishap that took place
on 9th October 2018. AK
Bhatta, ED (MM), Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines),
MM Gadre, ED (P&A), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Dr AK Panda,
ED (Finance), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c
(M&HS), GP Singh, Acting
CGM (Safety & FS),
CGM’s, BK Mahapatra,
CFO (Fire Brigade), NK
Banchhor, President,
Officers Association,

Parvinder Singh, General
Secretary (OA), Anand
Ramteke, SC/ST
Association, Ravi Shankar
Singh (BMS), Indramani
Mishra (BMS), Channa
Keshvalu (BMS), Sanjay
Sahu and Puran Verma
from INTUC, Sheikh
Mahmood from Ispat
Shramik Manch, Yogesh

Soni (CITU), Ajay Soni
(CITU), Shiv Bahadur
Singh (BWU), TB Rao
(BWU), Shymlal Sahu
(AICCTU), Sharda Gupta,
Nandkishore Gupta
(SWU) and other represen-
tative of workers union
were physically present at
Rising Bhilai Udyan near
Boria Gate to pay condo-

lences and observe a two-
minute silence. Other
members of the Bhilai col-
lective including members
of Safety Engineering de-
partment, Energy
Management department,
Fire Services department
also joined in the gather-
ing, paying condolences by
offering flowers before
portraits of their departed
colleagues and observing
two minute silence.

Saplings were also
planted at the Udyan to
pay homage to the gas
mishap victims. At the
outset, Ajay Talloo, SM
(SED) administered the
Safety Oath. Suprio Sen
from SRG conducted the
proceedings of the pro-
gramme.

BSP remembers colleagues who
lost their lives in 2018 Gas Mishap

Bhilai, Oct 09: 

Cops are holding chau-
pals in the villages to
urge the people not to be-
lieve in child-lifter gang
rumours and social
media messages. The vil-
lagers are being made
aware about the fake mes-
sages and rumours.
Following the incidents
of Sadhus being thrashed
by a mob in Charoda and
a homeless mentally re-

tarded person beaten by
some people in village
Khopli, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava issued instruc-
tions to the cops to inter-
act with the villagers and
make them aware against
the rumours. Acting on
the instructions, Durg
Police launched an
awareness campaign and
is holding Chaupals in
villages. Under the lead-
ership of Additional
Superintendent of Police

(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Ananth Kumar,
the campaign is being
run continuously by all
the gazetted officers and
police station / outpost
in-charges in their police
station area. Cops are giv-
ing information regard-
ing rumours to the people
in these events. They are
being urged to immedi-
ately inform the police if

they spot any suspicious
person. People are being
asked not to over react
and do not take the laws
into their own hands.

People are being asked
not to believe the child
lifter gang rumours. Cops
are asserting that any
gang of child lifters is not
active in the district. If
any unknown person vis-
its the village and if they
appear suspicious, vil-
lagers must immediately

inform the police on Dial
112 or local police station.
People are being asked
not to beat or thrash any-
one. Cops further stated
that action will be taken
against all those who
spread rumours or fake
social media messages.
Durg Police will be con-
tinuously conducting the
awareness campaign
through Choupals in the
rural areas of the dis-
trict.

Police holds chaupals; urges not to believe on child-lifter gang rumours 

Bhilai, Oct 09: 

Women are enthusiasti-
cally participating in the
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics. Homemakers,
domestic help and labour-
ers took part in various
sporting events organised
in different grounds of
Risali Municipal
Corporation. Traditional
games were organized in
various wards of the
labor-dominated area
Ruabandha and station
Maroda as well as the posh
colony Talpuri.

On the third consecutive
day, State Congress
Committee General
Secretary Jitendra Sahu
and Mayor Shashi Sinha
visited 14 wards and inau-
gurated the ward-wise
competition under
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics. It was a fair-like

atmosphere in the Station
Maroda, which is a labour
dominated area of
??Risali. Here, the women
participated in kabaddi,
billas, tug of war and gedi
race competitions.
Councilors Savita Dhavas,
Tikam Sahu, Vinay
Netam, Gajendri Kothari,
Rekha Devi, Sonia
D e v a n g a n ,
Chandraprakash Nigam,
Mamta Sinha, Rama,
Speaker Keshav Banchor,
Education, Sports and

Youth Welfare
Department in-charge
Sanir Sahu Sahu, Dr
Seema Sahu, Anil
Deshmukh, Sunanda
Chandrakar, Govind
Chaturvedi, Khilendra
Chandrakar and Rohit
Kumar were present.

On Sunday, more than
150 women, men and
youths participated in
competitions at 14 wards
including Talpuri,
Ruabandha North,
Shivpara Station Maroda,

BRP Colony, HSCL Colony
Maroda, Station Maroda,
Shankarpara Station
Maroda, Awadhpuri
Risali, Maitrinagar Risali,
Maitrikunj, Shakti Vihar
Risali, Newai Bhatha,
Dundera West and
Dundera East.

Most of the women and
children took part in the
Banti (Kancha) competi-
tions. The youth of 10 to 18
years were more interest-
ed in long jump, 100 meter
race, gilli danda, etc.

Women participate in traditional sports 

Bhilai, Oct 09: Police
have arrested three per-
sons including a juvenile
in connection with a
youth’s murder. The ac-
cused had attacked the
youth with sticks and a
sword. The victim was
rushed to the hospital
where he died during
treatment. The incident
was the outcome of old ri-
valry and money disputes.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that the de-

ceased was Vijay
Chandrakar (26) son of
Tularam Chandrakar a
resident of Rajiv Nagar,
Durg. Around 23:30 hrs on
Saturday, he was moving
towards home on a scooty.
The accused Sagar Gupta,
Shankar Sahu and a juve-
nile intercepted him near
Parmeshwari School in
Gaya Nagar. Over some
old rivalry and money dis-
putes, the accused at-
tacked him with sticks and

a sword. After inflicting
fatal injuries, the accused
escaped from the spot. On
information, a team of
Durg City Kotwali reached
the crime scene and
rushed the victim to
District Hospital. The vic-
tim Vijay Chandrakar suc-
cumbed to his injuries at
the hospital.

On the other hand, CSP
(Durg) Shilpa Sahu and
Inspector SN Singh (SHO,
City Kotwali) led the inves-
tigation team and traced
the accused. All the three
accused were taken into
custody and during inter-
rogation, they confessed to
have committed the crime.
the accused Sagar Gupta
(23), Shankar Sahu (24)
and a juvenile have been
booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in sec-
tions 302, 34 of IPC.

Three arrested for youth’s murder 

Sushila Tai Mahulkar
Bhilai: Sushila Tai
Mahulkar left for
heavenly abode at
the age of 72 years
on Sunday. Funeral
procession was

taken out from her residence situ-
ated at Chandra Nagar, Kohka and
last rites of the mortal remains
were performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was the mother
of Brijmohan Mahulkar and Savita
Wankhede and mother-in-law of

Rajesh Wankhede.

A Mahesh Naidu 
Bhilai: A Mahesh
Naidu left for heaven-
ly abode at the age of
76 years on Sunday.
Funeral procession
will be taken out from
his residence situated at 160,
Mogra Block, Talpuri and last rites
of the mortal remains will be per-
formed at Ramnagar Muktidham.
He was the father of Umashankar,
Kishore and Mohan Naidu.

Obituary

Bhilai, Oct 09: On Sunday,
Eid Milad – un – Nabi was
celebrated with religious
fervour across the district.
Juloos – e – Mohammadi
was taken out by the
Muslim community in var-
ious areas. This procession
began from Gausia Masjid
and moved across Camp-2,
Nandini Road, Sector 1,
Sector 5 and concluded at
Jama Masjid in Sector 6.
Prominent Sufi leader
Maulana Syed Mohammad
Ashraf Jilani from
Kichhauchha Sharif un-

furled the religious flag.
Imams of all the mosques
were present. He ad-
dressed the Rahmat-e-
Alam conference after the
Namaz at Sector 6 mosque.

Bhilai city once again
emerged as a best example
of communal harmony
and brotherhood on this
festival. The procession
was accorded a warm wel-
come by people of different
organisations and commu-
nities. At the outset, the
Muslim brethren offered
Namaz and prayed for

unity, brotherhood, pros-
perity and progress in the
country and Chhattisgarh.
Procession was taken out
in Sector 7 by Ashikan-e-
Rasool Committee.
Meritorious students as
well as children who com-
pleted Hafiz-e-Quran were
honoured with medals,
certificates and prizes.
Muharram Karbala
Committee laid the foun-
dation stone for Khatun-e-
Jannat Fatima Palace at
Karbala Ground situated
on GE Road.

Eid Milad-un-Nabi celebrated with fervour 
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CM emphasises promotion of organic farming
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has empha-
sized promotion of organic
farming in the state so as to
stop being dependent on
chemical fertilisers. Organic
farming should be done in
clusters in place of separate
patches, he said on the sec-
ond day of the collector’s
conference here on Sunday.
Baghel reviewed works of
Department of Agriculture
Development and Farmers
Welfare and Department of
Biotechnology and
Gramodyog (rural indus-
tries).

Water should not be
released from dams for
paddy crop in summer, so
that it remains in dams for
the time of July, said Baghel
during review of Agriculture
Development and Farmers

Welfare and Biotechnology
Department. Farming for
pulses and oilseeds should be
encouraged in the summer
season, he said. He also
called for promoting use of
vermi compost in other crops
apart from paddy.

He said that farmers
should be continuously moti-
vated to use vermi compost
so as to stop dependence on
chemical fertilizers for agri-
culture and promote organic
farming. The Chief Minister
said that organic farming
should be done in clusters
instead of in separate patch-
es. Regarding the construc-
tion of Gouthans (cow-shel-
ters), the Chief Minister said
that Gouthans should be con-
structed in big dependent vil-
lages also.

While directing the

Gouthan committees, he said
that many farmers did not
get vermin compost even
after obtaining loans. Vermi
compost should be given to
such farmers, he said.

During the review of
Gramodyog Department,
Baghel said that to strength-
en the rural economy in
Chhattisgarh, it was neces-
sary to promote rural prod-
ucts and provide them mar-
ket. Keeping this objective in
mind, the Government of
Chhattisgarh started C-Mart
( C h h a t t i s g a r h - M a r t ) .
Through C-Mart, rural prod-
ucts are being provided mar-
ket under one roof, he said. 

State Government is con-
structing Rural Industrial
Park (RIPA) where there will
be multi-activity, said Baghel
during review of Panchayat

and Rural Development
Department. Small and medi-
um scale industries will also
be operated at the village
level through Rural Industrial
Park, so that the villagers can
be connected with livelihood
activities, he said, adding
that shed of Rural Industrial
Park (RIPA) should be large
enough to accommodate
multi-activity.

The Chief Minister said
that monitoring of RIPA
would be done only through
the ‘Gouthan Map Portal’ cre-
ated for Godhan Nyay Yojana.
He said that special attention
should be paid to the produc-
tion of paint made from cow
dung. The Chief Minister said
that the paint made from cow
dung should be used for the
painting of government
buildings. 

Ch’garh to witness rainfalls
for some more days

Raipur, Oct 09: The con-
dition of rain will contin-
ue for a few more days in
Chhattisgarh. For the
past few days, the weath-
er pattern has worsened
in the state and due to
light rain in various
areas, the weather has
also become a little cool-
er. The Meteorological
Department says that the
departure of monsoon is
possible after October 15.
At present due to the
moist winds coming
from the Bay of Bengal,
there is a possibility of
light to moderate rain in
different areas of the
state.

On Saturday, the
weather remained nor-
mal across the state in-

cluding Raipur and an
increase in maximum
and minimum tempera-
tures was recorded.
However, light to moder-
ate rainfall occurred in
various areas of the state
including Lormi,
Mainpur, Takhatpur,
S h i v r i n a r a y a n .
Meteorologists say that
the weather pattern will
remain the same in the
state in the next few
days. Raipur recorded a
maximum temperature
of 33.2 degrees Celsius
on Saturday, which is one
degree Celsius above
normal. The highest
maximum temperature
of 34.1 degree Celsius
was recorded in
Mahasamund.

Public awareness programmes
to be held in all districts today

Raipur, Oct 09: Several
programmes will be con-
ducted in all the districts
on October 10, 2022 on the
occasion of World Mental
Health Day for public
awareness of mental
health. Separate aware-
ness camps will be organ-
ized for school children
above the age of ten
years, women, adoles-
cents and the elderly.
Psychopaths will be iden-
tified and treated through
the camps. Mental health
awareness camps will
also be organized in jails.

World Mental Health
Day is being observed on
10 October under the
National Mental Health
Program to make people
aware of mental health,

help them overcome
stress and adopt a healthy
lifestyle for better mental
health. On this occasion,
people will be informed
about the causes, symp-
toms and measures to pre-
vent mental illness.

Mental Health Public
Awareness Week is also
being organized from 3
October to 11 October on
the occasion of World
Mental Health Day. The
day is being observed this
year on the theme of
“Make mental health and
well-being for all a global
priority”. World Mental
Health Day was started in
the year 1992 to take care
of the mental health of
people around the world.

Activities like chaupal,
debate competition on
mental health, distribu-
tion of pamphlets, ban-
ners, posters, awareness

cards, community meet-
ings, radio jingles, miking
etc. will be conducted in
villages. ‘Champion in
life’ campaign will also be
conducted by the Health
Department.

State Nodal Officer of
Mental Health Program
Dr Mahendra Singh said
that it is very important
to stay mentally strong in
modern times. Especially
in difficult circum-
stances, people break
from inside. They no
longer have the strength
to bear it. For this, it is
necessary to make people
aware of health. Dr. Singh
advises to help people
who are not leading nor-
mal life and are living
alone in silence. He sug-
gested to eat a balanced
diet besides doing exer-
cise and yoga daily to stay
mentally healthy.

CM urges revenue officials to change working style

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel reviewed in
detail the working of the
Revenue Department on the
second day of the Collector’s
Conference today. Expressing
deep displeasure over the lax
working of the revenue depart-
ment, he asked collectors to
ensure effectiveness in the
working of the department. He
also urged the department
officials and employees to
bring changes in their working
style.

Baghel said that work of cit-
izens should be completed
within the stipulated time
frame. He asked the collectors
and commissioners to regular-
ly inspect the tehsil works.

While reviewing the status of
crop damage due to excessive
and scanty rainfall, all the col-
lectors were instructed to be
sensitive while getting the
relief amounts under RBC 6(4)
to the affected farmers within
the time limit.

The Chief Minister asked
that the pending cases of land
conversion should be resolved
within the time limit besides
asking to dispose of all the rev-
enue cases timely. He said that
the citizens should not face
any inconveniences due to
delay in revenue matters.
Giving a stern warning to the

officials for not completing the
work of the citizens within the
time limit, he said that strict
action will be taken on the cor-
ruption complaints. He also
directed to pay special atten-
tion to the receipts of revenue
income.

Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo, Smt.
Renu G. Pillay, PCCF Sanjay
Shukla, Revenue
Commissioners of all divisions,
Collectors of all districts and
senior officers of various
departments were present.

PPaattwwaarriiss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ccoommpplleett--
eedd  aa  tteennuurree  ooff  tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss  aatt
oonnee  ppllaaccee  wwiillll  bbee  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd

The Chief Minister asked the
collectors to transfer the
Patwaris who have completed
a tenure of three years at the
same place. He also expressed
deep displeasure over the
delay in demarcation cases in
urban areas and said that the
revenue staff in these areas
should be changed. He said

that such cases should be
resolved within the set time-
limit. Similarly, in new dis-
tricts, citizens should get the
benefit of speedy disposal of
revenue cases.

EEnnssuurree  BBaaiiggaa,,  GGuunniiaa,,  pprriieessttss
ggeett  NNyyaayy  SScchheemmee  bbeenneeffiittss

The Chief Minister said that
Baiga, Gunia, priests have also
been included under the scope
of Rajiv Gandhi Grameen
Bhoomiheen Krishi Mazdoor
Nyay Yojana being run by the
Revenue Department. He asked
to make these beneficiaries
aware about the scheme
besides ensuring that they also
get the benefit of the same.

TThhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  GGaannggrreell  DDaamm
wwiillll  bbee  ddeevveellooppeedd  aass  aa  ttoouurriisstt
aattttrraaccttiioonn

The Chief Minister stressed
on the need for decent hotels
at the popular tourist spots of
the state to meet the needs of
tourists. He added that this
would increase tourist influx.
He also asked to develop the
island of Gangrel Dam as a

tourist attraction in a bid to
boost tourism and employment
opportunities for the locals.

TToouurriisstt  aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonn
ffaacciilliittiieess  ttoo  bbee  ddeevveellooppeedd
uunnddeerr  RRaamm  VVaann  GGaammaann
TToouurriissmm  CCiirrccuuiitt  pprroojjeecctt

While reviewing the devel-
opment works being done
under the Ram Van Gaman
Tourism Circuit, the Chief
Minister said that arrange-
ments should be made to pro-
vide accommodation to
tourists at important places
coming in the circuit.

SSeettttlleemmeenntt  ssuurrvveeyy  wwiillll  bbee
ddoonnee  iinn  KKoonnddaaggaaoonn

The Chief Minister directed
the Revenue Secretary and
Collector to conduct a settle-
ment survey in the Kondagaon
district. For this, he has asked
the collector to prepare an
action plan and take immedi-
ate action. He also directed to
take assistance of the commis-
sioner, retired revenue officers
and old SLR for the surveys.

Instructs to resolve
all revenue cases
including transfer
and demarcation
within stipulated
time frame

To mark World
Mental Health day

Interview for 211
posts of Forest

Service postponed 
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099::  After
Chhattisgarh Forest Service
(Combined) examination by
the Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission, the
interview of the selected can-
didates was to be held from
October 8 to 21, but it has now
been postponed. Officials of
the Public Service
Commission said that the
information about the inter-
view will be released sepa-
rately on the website of the
commission. The process of
appointment to 211 posts for
Chhattisgarh Forest Service is
going on under the Forest
Department. Combined exami-
nation has been taken in this.
The process of interview and
appointment of the selected
candidates in the examination
is pending.

Candidates to be able 
to see answer sheet 

of CGPSC exam
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099::  Chhattisgarh
Public Service Commission
(CGPSC) has started the facility
for the candidates to look at their
answer-sheets. Candidates will
now be able to see the answer
sheets after appearing in exami-
nation. Starting the facility,
CGPSC has currently put the
answer sheets of seven examina-
tions on the departmental web-
site. Candidates can view
answer-sheets till 30 days.

The examinations for which
the answer sheets have been
uploaded include Assistant
Research Officer Exam-2022,
Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Mining Officer and Assistant
Geologist, Homeopathy Medical
Officer, Dental Surgeon,
Assistant Regional Transport and
Transport Sub Inspector,
Inspector Vaporizer.

RKC clinches silver in the 14th IPSC 
Girl’s School Championship

RRaaiippuurr::  Rajkumar College (RKC),
Raipur won the silver medal in
Under-14 and Under-17 Girls
IPSC team event in the Air Rifle
Peep Sight .177 events held at
Daly College, Indore from Oct. 3
to 6. There were 14 IPSC schools
that had participated in the
Championship including the RKC
team. There were 220 students,
including 20 students from our
school. There were two cate-
gories, in which RKC students
had participated, viz. U-14 and U-
17.  The following students of
RKC showcased their talent in

shooting: The three students
who showed their prowess in
Under-14 Shooting (Girls) were -
Jashwasee Devi (Silver), Ashwati
Kartha (Silver) and Mrinalika
Kumar (Silver).

Three other students who
showed their talent in Under-17
Shooting (Girls) were:

Sunishka Kumar (Silver); 2.
Navdhi Kiri (Silver) and Irina
Lodge (Silver).

The highlight of the
Championship was the result
of the two students, who
brought laurels to RKC,
Jashwasee Devi (Gold) 388/400
points in U-14 Shooting
(Individual Event) and
Sunishka Kumar (Bronze)
392/400 points in Under-17
(Individual Event).

The President, RKC Society,
Chairman, Managing
Committee and Principal,
Rajkumar College congratulat-
ed the star shooters for their
sterling achievements.

RKC to host 17th IIPSC Shooting
Ch’ship from Oct 11-13

Raipur, Oct 09: Rajkumar
College, (RKC) Raipur, is
going to host the 17th All
India IPSC Boy’s Shooting
Championship under (14,
17 and 19) and in this par-
ticipants from 13 Schools,
including the host team of
RKC will take part.

The Schools taking part
in this include- Punjab

Public School, Nabha,
Doon School, Dehradun;
Mayo College, Ajmer;
RIMC Dehradun;
Hyderabad Public School,
Begumpet; DPS RK Puram
Delhi; Scindia School,
Gwalior; Emerald Heights

School, Indore; Welhams
Boys’ School Dehradun;
Yadavendra Public School,
Patiala; Modern School,
New Delhi and Daly
College, Indore.

All the events of the
Championship shall be
conducted from Oct 11-13
and it will commence with
the opening ceremony on
Oct 10 at 7:30 pm at
Jashpur Hall, RKC, in-
forms Vice Principal RKC
in a press release.

Fresher’s party held at

MATS School of IT

Raipur, Oct 09: A fresh-
er’s party was held for the
students admitted for the
session 2022-23 at the
School of Information
Technology, one of the
leading and well-known
MATS University in
Central India. The party
was organised on
October 07 at Hotel
Simran International. In
the beginning of the pro-
gram, Dr. Gyanesh
Srivastava, Head of the
Department addressed
the newly admitted stu-
dents. In the program
various interesting
games for the new stu-
dents were performed by
the senior
students.Tarun, a student
of MCA I, garnered a lot
of applause from the au-
dience with his melodi-
ous flute playing. Along

with this, the students
showed their skills in
events like fashion shows.
Ashutosh Sharma, a stu-
dent of BCA, was award-
ed the title of Mr Fresher,
while Simran, a student
of BCA, won the title of
Miss Fresher. More than
100 students of the de-
partment participated in
the programme. Dr.
Sunita Kushwaha and
Mahadev Bagh of the de-
partment played an im-
portant role in organising
the programme. On the
said event, the Chancellor
of the University, Gajraj
Pagaria, Vice Chancellor
Prof (Dr) KP Yadav,
Registrar  Gokulanand
Panda, and Director
General, Priyesh Pagaria
extended their best wish-
es for the bright future of
the students.

Ch’garh clinched bronze
in Mallakhamb Women’s

team championship

Raipur, Oct 09:
Chhattisgarh’s team won
the bronze medal in the
semi-final match of
Mallakhamb Women’s
team championship  at the
36th National Games. The
team scored 80.1 points.
This team included
Monika Potai, Sarita
Poyam, Santay Potai,
Durgeshwari Kumeti,
Jayanti Kachlam, and
Dimpy Singh.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Sports and

Youth Welfare Minister
Umesh Patel have congrat-
ulated the team for their
victory.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Chhattisgarh Boys
Mallakhamb team had
won the bronze medal
with 123.7 points.
President of Chhattisgarh
Mallakhamb Association
Shri Premchand Shukla,
coach Manoj Prasad and
Poonam Prasad, technical
officer Dr. Rajkumar
Sharma, Saurabh Pal have
congratulated both the
teams and extended their
best wishes for their fu-
ture endeavours.

‘Ch’garh has a unique ‘bread-and-daughter’
relationship with Odisha’: Baghel

Mahasamund, Oct 09:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel attended the
‘Varshik Sneh Sammelan
Evam Bandhu Milan’ pro-
gram of Kolta Society be-
long to Baba Bishasahe
kul organized at
Garhphuljhar in Basna
block of Mahasamund dis-
trict on Saturday. He was
accompanied by Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu and Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Daharia.

He reached Ramchandi
temple, offered prayers,
and wished for the happi-
ness and prosperity of the
people of the state. While

congratulating the Kolta
society, he said that a large
number of people belong
to this society, and most of
them are engaged in farm-
ing. Being a farming-based
society, this society mainly
follows the culture and tra-
ditions of Indian society.
He also announced the de-
velopment of the
Ramchandi temple in
Garhphuljhar as a tourist
destination, opening of a
cooperative central bank
branch, construction of
Mangal Bhawan and pub-
lic toilets, and the beautifi-
cation of lakes.

He said that the culture
of Odisha is very unique
and ancient, and

Chhattisgarh has a very
special connection with
Odisha in social, cultural,
and geographical aspects.
The people of both states
have a unique relationship
of ‘bread-and-daughter’,
and both have quite simi-
lar thoughts. Along with
learning each other’s lan-
guage, now students will
also learn English in
Swami Atmanand English
medium school in
Chhattisgarh. On the occa-
sion, he was weighed with
Arisa Pitha, a traditional
dish of Odisha.

He said that Ramchandi
temple will also be devel-
oped as a tourist destina-
tion along with other

places of Chhattisgarh. He
said that the government
has introduced many ben-
eficial schemes for the de-
velopment of the village
and the farmers. Loans of
farmers have been waived
off. Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, and Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana are being operated
in the state and were
launched keeping in mind
the interest of all sections
of society.

President of Kolta
Samaj Mr.Hari Charan
Pradhan welcomed the
guests. Parliamentary
Secretary Mr.Vinod
Chandrakar, Chhattisgarh
State Forest Development
Corporation Chairman
Mr.Devendra Bahadur
Singh, Lok Sabha MP Mr.
Chunni Lal Sahu, Khallari
MLA Mr.Dwarkadhish
Yadav, Saraipali MLA Mr.
Kismat Lal Nand,
President District
Panchayat Mrs.Usha
Patel, Officials of Kolta so-
ciety and public represen-
tatives were present on
this occasion.

Officers should work cautiously to maintain peace and order in state: CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, while
addressing a two-day
Collector-SP conference at
New-Circuit House on Saturday

said that the district adminis-
tration and police are doing a
commendable job but there is
always a scope for improve-
ment in many places to
strengthen the law and order
of the state. He further said
that there should be better
coordination between the
administration and the police.
To maintain peace and order in
the state, all officers should
work cautiously with utmost
dedication. The police should
strengthen their information
system and prevent crimes
beforehand. Many incidents
have been solved by the police
in a short span of time, this has

created a good image of the
state in terms of safety and
crime prevention. He said that
there is a need to strictly curb
knife pelting, betting, illicit
liquor and online gambling. He
also said that  more focus
should be on basic policing and
there should be an immediate
answer to the rumors in social
media. There should be con-
stant communication between
the police, the administration,
media, public representatives
and the public. The presence of
the police should be visible at
the chowk, intersections, there
is a need to take concrete and
effective steps to prevent road

accidents.
Chief Secretary Amitabh

Jain, Director General of Police
Ashok Juneja, Additional Chief
Secretary to Chief Minister
Subrata Sahoo, all the
Divisional Commissioners of
the State, Additional Director
General of Police, IG, Collector,
Superintendent of Police were
present in the meeting.

EExxppeeddiittee  tthhee  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  
ooff  cchhiitt  ffuunndd  ccaasseess

The Chief Minister said in
the conference that the direc-
tors of the chit fund company,
who have not been arrested,
should be taken in custody. So
far, the proceedings of attach-

ment of property have taken
place in some cases only.
Expressing displeasure in this
regard, the Chief Minister
directed to take rapid action
against the chit fund compa-
nies. He said that in the
remaining cases also, the prop-
erty should be identified and
attachment proceedings
should be done and maximum
amount should be returned to
the investors. The Chief
Minister also directed to take
prompt action to expedite the
return of cases registered
against tribals.

BBuusstt  tthhee  ddrruugg  ttrraaffffiicckkiinngg  
nneettwwoorrkk

The Chief Minister said that
adequate security should be
provided for the completion of
development works in Naxal
areas. Security should be taken
care of during the VIP tour in
these areas. He also directed to
completely put an end to the
tendency of consuming illicit
drugs like intoxicating pills,
injections, syrups and take
strict action against the ven-
dors. He also instructed to curb
the transport and sale of
cannabis by strengthening the
checkposts in the border dis-
tricts. The Chief Minister said
that the police should take
strict action to root out the net-
work of drug trafficking by
making necessary coordination
with other states at every level.
He also stressed on the need to
strengthen  drug de-addiction

centers along with curbing the
drug smuggling .

PPCCRR  vveehhiicclleess  ttoo  ssoooonn  ssttaarrtt
ppaattrroolllliinngg  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  ccrriimmeess

aaggaaiinnsstt  wwoommeenn
The Chief Minister said that

police officers should spend
more time in the field, increase
contact with people and work
on the concept of visible polic-
ing. He also advised the SP to
join this night patrol to create a
safe environment for women
and girls. He also instructed to
conduct the ‘Humar Beti,
Humar Maan’ campaign effec-
tively. He directed to start the
PCR vehicles at the earliest to
check crime against women.
Incidents of cyber fraud are
increasing continuously, to
avoid this, the Chief Minister
instructed to conduct regular
awareness programs. As Paddy
procurement is about to
start,he also said that a con-
crete action plan should be
made to check illegal trans-
portation of paddy from neigh-
boring states. In crimes
against Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes,  assistance
should be provided to the vic-
tim at the earliest. 
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  rreedduuccttiioonn  iinn  NNaaxxaall

iinncciiddeennttss  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  yyeeaarrss
The Chief Minister, while

reviewing the development
works in the Naxal-affected
areas, said that for the safety
of the villagers, camps are
being set up in these areas,
besides providing education,

health, electricity facilities to
the villagers as well as con-
necting people with employ-
ment.  To end the Naxal prob-
lem in Bastar, there is a need to
encourage employment-orient-
ed works as well. Many impor-
tant road constructions have
been completed in Naxal
affected areas, due to which
the pace of development has
increased there. Development
work in interior areas has
become possible due to
increased connectivity with
road construction. The Chief
Minister directed for speedy
installation of mobile towers in
the inner Naxal affected areas.
Officials said that 525 mobile
towers are being converted
into 4G in remote Naxal-affect-
ed areas and most of the areas
have been connected with
mobile connectivity.

The Chief Minister further
said that adequate security
should be provided for the
completion of the develop-
ment works in Naxal areas.
Security should also be taken
care of during the VIP tour in
Naxal affected areas.

Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain said that Collector and SP
should work with better coor-
dination. This coordination
should also be visible at the
lower administration level.
SOP should be prepared for
quick action at the time of
accident.

During the conference,

Director General of Police
informed that Raipur
Superintendent of Police, Shri
Prashant Agrawal, has been
given the responsibility  for
effective control over law and
order and action against chit
fund companies and narcotics
and  Superintendent of Police,
Rajnandgaon Shri Santosh
Singh has been given the
responsibilty  for the work of
community policing and
Superintendent Police,
Sukma, Shri Sunil Sharma for
the anti-Naxal operation were
praised for their respective
works in the districts and
Sukma, was identified as the
best district in the respective
area.

Similarly, the ranking of
police stations in the state
according to the points of
crime control, redressal of
criminal cases, protection of
women, children and persons
belonging to Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
services provided by police
stations, control of accidents,
community policing, innova-
tion was evaluated in which
the police station of Kotwali,
Raigarh was identified as the
best urban police station and
Patan police station of district
Durg as the best rural police
station. While the police sta-
tion of Kohkameta, district
Narayanpur was identified for
the best work in anti-Naxal
movement.
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Instructs SPs to
strictly curb online
gambling, betting
and illegal liquor

Directed to utilise
the information sys-
tem effectively for
crime prevention

Regular Night
patrolling to be
done

Women should feel
safe to leave the
house at night, visi-
ble policing should
be seen

Properties of chit
fund companies
should be noted
and maximum
amount possible
should be returned
to the investors.

CM reviews law and
order situation in
Collectors-SP con-
ference

Raipur, Oct 09: The elec-
tion for the district body of
Sahu Samaj concluded
peacefully and at the end
of counting Keshav Sahu
got elected as president
after scoring over the rival
by five votes. Out of 34 vot-

ers, 33 cast their votes.
Keshav received 19 while
another candidate
Liladhar polled 14 votes.
For the post of male vice
president Rambagas Sahu
won by receiving 19 votes
while another Dr Bhagwat
Sahu received 14 votes. For
female vice president Mrs
Kiran Sahu got elected by
receiving 26 votes.

Keshav Sahu elected president

Of Raipur District
Body

In 36th National
Games 

‘Paint the schools with ‘eco-friendly’ cow dung paint’
RRaaiippuurr,,  0088::  Now paint made from cow dung will be used to
paint school buildings in Chhattisgarh. Rural Industrial Park
(RIPA) is being developed in the Gauthans where women of
SHGs are making paint from cow dung. The Chief Minister has
instructed to use these paints in all school buildings to provide
employment opportunities to rural women and increase their
income.

It is worth mentioning that Chief Minister Mr.Bhupesh
Baghel reached the New Circuit House today to chair the
Collector and SP conference and visited the exhibition stalls
set up by SHGs of Gauthan and Rural Industrial Park. There he
took information about different varieties of products like paint
made from cow dung, cookies, pickles, and household items
and artwork made from bamboo. He appreciated the efforts of
SHGs in making such products. He instructed the Additional
Chief Secretary to issue instructions to use the cow dung paint
made by Gauthan or Rural Industrial Park (RIPA) in all the gov-
ernment schools for painting purposes in the state.

Opening ceremony
today

Raipur, Oct 09:
Chhattisgarh’s women’s
softball team defeated last
time winners Kerala team
by 1-0 thrilling match that
lasted for 5 innings under
36th National Games. The
Chhattisgarh team leads
the pool after beating
hosts Gujarat and Kerala.
The Chhattisgarh team
will now take on Delhi to-
morrow.

In today’s match, Kerala
won the toss and decided
to field first. Kerala made a
great start and dismissed
Chhattisgarh’s first bats-
man Ganga Sona for zero
in their strong pitching,
but second batsman Anju

Tandi fought Kerala’s
strong pitching with great
courage and managed to
reach first base with hit-
ting.

After that Barkha Yadav
of Chhattisgarh also
helped Anju Tandi to
reach third base with her
batting. The batting did
not progress further and
Sonali Shaw was caught
out while trying for a long
hit. But during this, Anju
Tandi completed one run
with excellent running.

After this, Ganga Sona
pitched very strongly in
Chhattisgarh’s fielding
and dismissed all the best
batters of Kerala for zero.
Thus, on the first inning,
the team of Chhattisgarh
went 1-0 ahead. From the
second to the fifth inning,

both the teams kept trying
hard to score runs, but de-
spite repeatedly reaching
third base, neither team
could manage to score
runs.

Kerala did not give
Chhattisgarh a chance to
score more runs till the
fifth inning. Till this time
Chhattisgarh was ahead of
Kerala team by only one
run. It was followed by
Kerala’s batting. Once it
seemed that the Kerala
team would score 2 runs in
a single hit, but
Chhattisgarh players
Barkha Yadav, Anju Tandi
took a very difficult catch
while fielding excellently.
Eventually the team of
Kerala was dismissed for
zero. Chhattisgarh man-
aged to win the match 1-0.

Organised at Daly
College, Indore

Ch’garh women’s softball team
beats last time winners Kerala 1-0

In the 36th National
Games 
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Mandir Hasoud, Oct 09:

Like every year,
Dussehra festival is cele-
brated with peace and en-
thusiasm in Mandir
Hasoud, near the new cap-
ital city. For last 65 years,
the people of the region
are performing ‘Ramleela’
on occasion of Dussehra
and effigy of Ravana is
combusted to flames and
which is celebrated as vic-
tory of good over the evil
and celebrated as
‘Vijaydashmi’. This year
the chief guest of
Vijaydashmi festival was
Minister for Urban
Administration and
Development Dr Shiv
Kumar Daharia and it was
chaired by Nagar
Panchayat President Om
Prakash Yadav and special

guests on the occasion
were OP Baghel V-P Nagar
Panchayat, Tarani P
Nirmalkar (Sabahpati),
Shobhit Sahu member
Nagar Panchayat Mandir
Hasoud, Prem N Mishra,
Dilip Joshi, Santosh
Sinha, Avdhesh Mishra. It
was after prayers to Gods
and Goddesses at the
Ramleela Maidan, there
was live presentation of
‘Ramleela’ in the ground.

Here the people were
glad to find person dressed
as Lord Shri Ram and

Laxman and Lord
Hanuman amidst them
and when Laxman broke
the Bow there were tears
in the eye of spectators.
But after this the demand
for combustion of Ravana,
Meghdoot and
Kumbhkaran started and
so the Lord Shri Ram
pulled the arrow with fire
and burnt the effigy.

Later the Minister of-
fered prayers to the preson
shownas Lord Shri Ram
and sought blessings for
peace & prosperity of all

in the state. After this Om
Prakash Yadav in his
speech informed that it is
with Minister’s order that
develompent works worth
Rs 26 crore have gained
momentum and he hailed
the Minister’s effort for
the same.

After this Minister SK
Daharia in his address
hailed CM Bhupesh
Baghel for taking all reli-
gions together and cele-
brating all the local and re-
ligious festival with enthu-
siasm and fervour. In the

coming days with Diwali
nearby, a decision has
been taken to distribute
one installment of Rajiv
Gandhi Nyay Yojana
(RGNY) before Diwali, as
earlier it scheduled to be
given on Nov 1, with start
of purchase of paddy. He
also hailed the members of
organising samiti for the
Dussehra festival and ex-
tended greetings to all for
forthcoming Diwali and
‘Chath’ parv.

In the ground, the effi-
gies of Ravana, Meghdoot
and Kumbhkaran were
combusted to flames and
here hundreds of persons
from nearby villages were
present and for kids there
was recreation in the form
of swings and ‘mela’ and
eatables and to which peo-
ple enjoyed the most.

Ramleela was directed
by Trilochan Sahu, its pa-
tron was Rajendra
Agrawal, Maniram Patel,
Shobhit Sahu, Ajay Sinha,
President Aditya Sinha, V-
P Bhagwani Verma, Dev
Kumar Verma, Treasurer
Jitendra Sinha, Sachiv
Toran Nirmalkar and asst.
secy. Dev Nand Sahu and
others were present.

Fire-works, burning of
Ravana’s effigy mark Dussehra
 In Mandir Hasoud

 Minister Daharia

offered ‘Aarti’ to

Lord Shri Ram and

Laxman and

sought blessings

for happiness of all

Rajnandgaon, Oct 09: 

On the initiative of
Collector Doman Singh,
‘Good Morning
Rajnandgaon’ was started
today at Digvijay Stadium
on the theme of ‘Healthy
Raho Mast Raho’ in the
district. Collector Singh
said that after Covid-19 in-
fection, the District
Administration and
Sports Youth Welfare
Department have taken
the initiative of Good
Morning Rajnandgaon to
increase physical activi-
ties among the general
public and to make them
health conscious, under
which all health conscious
people will gather togeth-
er and inspire each other
to stay healthy. A healthy
decoction was also

arranged by the
Department of AYUSH on
this occasion. District offi-
cials and employees also
participated in this pro-
gram with enthusiasm
and enthusiasm. During
this, Additional Collector
CL Markandey, Joint
Collector Indira Deohari,
Khemlal Verma, SDM
Arun Verma, Deputy
Collector Saraswati
Banjare, Pratima
Thackeray, General
Manager, District Trade
and Industry Department
SK Singh, Deputy
Registrar Priyanka
Srirange, Assistant
Director Sports Shri
Ekka, Tehsildar Prafulla
Thakur, E-District
Manager Saurabh Mishra,
School Education Sports
Department Usha

Chatterjee, Digvijay
Stadium Manager
Ranvijay Singh,
Purushottam Sahu, other
officers and employees
were present in large
numbers.

It is noteworthy that the
District Administration
and Sports and Youth
Welfare Department will
organize Good Morning
Rajnandgaon on the first
Saturday of every month
at Digvijay Stadium from
6.30 am to 7.30 am. Health
check-up has also been
arranged by the health de-
partment. Sports like
Basketball, Yoga, Karate,
Ju-Jitsu, Hockey, Wushu,
Tug-of-War, Rope-para-
chute, Thera band, Gym
ball, Military rope,
Skating were organized in
this event.

‘Good morning Rajnandgaon’ begins 
Under ‘Healthy Raho Mast Raho’ campaign

Churia, Oct 09:

On charges of care-
lessness on part of the
state government in re-
ducing the reservation
percentage for STs, the
BJP’s SC, ST Morcha
staged chakka-jam on
National Highway in
Chichola and due to
which there was long
queue of vehicle on ei-
ther side of the road on
this NH and it was after
explanation by the dis-
trict and police adminis-
tration that the chakka-
jam was called off.

As per information in
this regard, the office
bearers of Sarv Adivasi
Samaj (SAS) under
protest informed that it
was due to sheer negli-
gence on part of
Bhupesh Baghel led
Congress government in
the state that the High
Court took decision
against the 32% reserva-
tion for ST category and
termed it as one against
the interest of the tribal
community.

Apart from this they
have also stopped re-
cruitment at local level
in 5th Scheduled Areas
of Bastar, Surguja and
Bilaspur division as
well. So the BJP’s SC, ST
Cell has called for chak-

ka-jam to protest the
same here on Oct 8.

The members of SAS
under leadership of BJP
SC, ST Cell,
Rajnandgaon branch
came down heavily
against the decisions of
the state government
against the SCs and STs
and staged massive
chakka-jam and raised
slogans in protest.

On getting informa-
tion about the same,
Tehsildar Churia
Anurima Toppo, TI
Ramawatar Ghurve,
Chichola Police Chowki
in-Charge Chetan
Chandrakar and other
district and police offi-
cers reached the site and
urged them to call off

their chakka-jam and it
was after short while
that the jam was called
off.

In this chakka-jam, LS
MP Kanker Mohan
Mandavi, ex-MLA
Sanjeev Shah, ex-MLA
Gunderdehi RK Sai, ex-
MLA Virendra Sahu,
Devlal Thakur, BJP
Pichada Varg Morcha
State president Bharat
Verma, District gen.
secy. Dinesh Gandhi,
Adivasi Morcha
President MD Thakur,
Khujji senior leader
Chandrika P Dadsena,
Hirendra Sahu, BJP
Mandal Presidnet
Ravindra Vaishav and
other party leaders and
workers were present.

BJP ST cell holds chakka-jam on NH
In protest against reduction in reservation for STs

 Long queue of
vehicles formed on
either side

Dongargaon, Oct 09: In
order to know the griev-
ances of the affected farm-
ers near Darri anicut, a
team of public representa-
tive and investigation
team reached Darri
Anicut on Friday. It is on
raising of this issue there
has been regular visit by
the officers, public reps
and District Panchayat
members over the last few
days and have assured the
affected farmers of pro-
viding them their piece of
land. Apart from this a
high-level team will be
formed for high-level in-
quiry into the matter and
efforts will be made to pro-
vide relief to the farmers.

After this at district-level
meeting, the issue was put
forth in the House and
based upon which the in-
vestigation team arrived
here on Friday to conduct
investigation.

The District Panchayat
member Indumati Sahu
and Jagriti Sahu had con-
ducted visit in case of
washing off land of farm-
ers due to overflowing of
water from Darri anicut
and playing an active role,
put it strongly in the
District Panchayat meet-

ing. After this District
Panchayat President
Geeta Sahu gave her con-
sent and formed a team of
officials to conduct inves-
tigation into the same.

So on Friday the investi-
gation team arrived and
conducted inspection of
the site and this included
officials and CEs from
PHE, WRD, IES and they
also held talks with the af-
fected farmers and as-
sured them to write-off
the matter after preparing
detailed report and mak-

ing provision in the
Budget. Along with this
they also said that to pro-
vide relief to farmers,
soon the works will be
started. During this the af-
fected farmers apprised
the officials and CEs and
public reps about their
grievances and refused to
take any compensation for
the piece of land washed-
off and demanded restora-
tion of their land.

MLA has not met af-
fected farmers so far:

With news about land of

the farmers getting
washed-off near Darri
Anicut is in news for last
few months and despite
this the regional MLA
Daleshwar Sahu had not
even found time to visit
the farmers in last two
months. Not that the MLA
is not having information
about it, but being a
farmer by profession, the
news MLA not visiting the
affected farmers to know
about their pain and woes,
is pretty hot in the market
these days.

Inquiry team assures farmers of early relief
 Visits Darri 

Anicut, meet
affected farmers

Rajnandgaon, Oct 09: 

Secretary Chief
Minister DD Singh took a
meeting of the Divisional
Commissioner and
Collectors through video
conferencing here in view
of the Collectors’
Conference. Secretary to
Chief Minister, Mr. Singh
said that work should be
done by paying special at-
tention to the ambitious
schemes of the govern-
ment, and while review-
ing the preparation of
Rural Industrial Park, he
said that under this
scheme, work has to be
done by promoting small
enterprises. Rural indus-
trial parks can be devel-

oped in Gauthans and for
this, there is a need to in-
volve self-help groups,
youth, entrepreneurs, due
to which they will get em-
ployment and their eco-
nomic condition will be-
come strong, he said.

Taking information
about the Narva program,
he said that the Narva
structures have yielded
good results and good
work is being done in this
direction. Taking infor-
mation about the works of

MNREGA, he said that for
this there is a need to in-
crease the number of
workers and provide
means of employment. He
assessed the impact on
agriculture due to
Girdavari, excessive rain
and scanty rain, Rural
landless agricultural la-
borer justice scheme, rev-
enue case, Krishna Kunj
scheme, purchase of
Kodo, Kutki and Ragi on
support price, recurring
grazing, C-mart scheme,
various other schemes in-
cluding Atmanand School
Scheme, Dhanwantri
Medical Scheme, Haat
Bazar Clinic Scheme, and
Chief Minister Suposhan
Yojna.

Pay attention to the ambitious
schemes of the Govt: DD Singh

Kanker, Oct 09: Two per-
sons have been arrested for
allegedly attempting to sell
tiger skin in  Kanker dis-
trict, police said on Sunday.
Acting on a tip-off, the po-
lice intercepted a vehicle at
Puriara bridge on Kanker-
Dudhawa road on Saturday
evening and recovered the
tiger’s skin, Kanker addi-

tional superintendent of
police (ASP) Avinash
Thakur said. The police ar-
rested Narottam Nishad
(28), a resident of Dudhawa
area, and Madan Lal
Markam (35), a native of
Sihawa in neighbouring
Dhamtari district, he said.
The authorities had re-
ceived information that

some persons were travel-
ling from Dudhawa to
Kanker looking for cus-
tomers to sell the tiger skin,
the official said. The esti-
mated value of the seized
tiger skin in the interna-
tional market is around Rs
50 lakh, he said. During in-
terrogation, the duo re-
vealed that some more peo-
ple were involved in smug-
gling the skin and they will
be apprehended soon, the
ASP said. The police are yet
to ascertain from where the
tiger skin was sourced. But
forest officials have said
that it might have been
sourced from Udanti-
Sitanadi tiger reserve
(Gariaband) or Indravati
tiger reserve (Bijapur) in
the state, he added.

Two held for attempting
to sell tiger skin 

Mainpur, Oct 09: In
Udanti Sitanadi Tiger
Reserve, under Wildlife
Protection Week, public
awareness rally was organ-
ized in many villages from
02 October to 07 October
and essay painting, debate;
quiz competition was or-
ganized in schools, on the
last day of wildlife conser-
vation week. A huge rally
was taken out by the Forest
Department and students
in the Tehsil Headquarters
Mainpur Nagar, and the
chief guest in the program
was Varun Jain, Deputy
Director of Udanti
Sitanadi Tiger Reserve,
headed by Assistant

Director BK Lakda, WTI as
a special guest. Dr. RP
Mishra, Rameshwari
Dhruv, Sushma Das, Radha
Roshan Sahu, Ishwari
Patel were specially pres-
ent from New Delhi.

On this occasion, Deputy
Director of Udanti
Sitanadi Tiger Reserve,

Varun Jain said in his ad-
dress that it is very impor-
tant to protect and promote
the extinct species of wild
animals, and many species
of wild animals have be-
come extinct due to materi-
alism, encroachment, and
we need to take a pledge
today to protect and pro-

mote these extinct species.
Udanti Sitanadi Assistant
Director BK Lakda said
that there are many rare
species within the forests
of this area and it is the re-
sponsibility of all of us to
protect them and maintain
the rich diversity of the
State. On this occasion,

mainly Forest Range
Officer Udanti
Kulhadighat Amarsingh
Thakur, Idagaon
Chandrabali Dhruv,
Taurega Bhukhan Lal
Sori, Mainpur Sanjit
Markam, Deputy Forest
Officer Danveer Chinda,
Gangaram Thakur, Jeet
Kanwar, Baikunth Thakur
were present.

Government High
School Deharguda, DAV
Chief Minister Public
School Deharguda,
Government Girls High
School Mainpur, Saraswati
Shishu Mandir Mainpur,
Government Higher
Secondary School Mainpur
and Swami Atmanand
English Medium School
competed in the wildlife
conservation week.

Wildlife Protection Week celebrated
 In Udanti Sitanadi

Tiger Reserve Rajnandgoan, Oct 09:

Due to festive season
there is situation of traf-
fic-jam in the city on
daily basis and on Friday
there was jam near
Cinema Line at around
6:00 pm. The condition
was so worse that even
the pedestrians could not
find path to walk upon
and it was after lots of ef-
forts that the jawans of
the Traffic department
could store normalcy and
free the area from traffic-
jam. As per information
in this regard from
sources, the rush of
crowd and vehicles has
increased manifold due
to festive seasoin. It is

learnt that at around 6:00
pm, large number of two-
four wheelers entered the
Cinema line in city and
due to which both faced
problems and it resulted
in huge traffic-jam for
hours.

The situation re-
mained uncleared for
about half-an-hour and
the people remained in
trouble for long. The con-
dition was such that even
the people on foot could
not find place to walk.

But soon information
was communicated to the
traffic department and
jawans were deputed and
somehow they got the
traffic cleared in short
time.

Daily condition like
jam:

Daily there is condi-
tion of traffic-jam in
city and due to festive
season no additional
force has been deployed
and this type of situa-
tion normally exists in
Gudaku Line, Cinema
Line, Ramadhin Marg,
Kamathi Line, Ganja
CHowok, Manav Mandir
Chowk, Jaistambh
Chowk, Junihatri as
there is huge movement
of goods and commer-
cial vehicles in the re-
gion in order to have
sufficient storage to
meet the market de-
mands in coming Diwali
festival.

Cinema line faces traffic-jam for hours
Poses problems to commuters and those in vehicles
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Age catching up with Nitish
Kumar, claims Kishor

Patna, Oct 09 (PTI) 

Poll strategist-turned-
activist Prashant Kishor
on Sunday alleged that
age was catching up with
Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, who was
also feeling “politically
isolated, after being sur-
rounded by people whom
he did not trust”.

Kishor made the sting-
ing remarks in response
to the statement by 71-
year-old Kumar the day
before that the former
was working for the BJP
and had once advised
him to merge the JD(U)
with the Congress.

“Slowly, age seems to
be catching up with
Nitish Kumar and he
seems to be growing delu-

sional,” said Kishor, who
has earlier worked with
the Bihar CM both as a
professional and a party
colleague.

“Kumar starts speak-
ing one thing and ends
up speaking something
altogether different. If he
believes I am working for
the BJP, why would I sug-
gest a move that could
strengthen the
Congress,” the 45-year-
old activist, who is cur-
rently on a 3,500-km-long
‘pada yatra’, covering
every nook and corner of
Bihar, said in a short
video statement.

Kumar keeps uttering
things which have no
meaning, the founder of
political consultancy
firm I-PAC claimed.

Drugs, liquor seized from 
different parts of Kerala

Palakkad, Oct 09 (PTI) 

A large quantity of
ganja and liquor were
seized from different parts
of Kerala on Sunday
morning by the police in
the wake of massive ‘No to
Drugs’ campaign
launched by the state gov-
ernment recently.

A team from
Thalayolaparambu police
station in Kottayam dis-
trict arrested two persons
early in the morning al-
legedly with a huge quan-
tity of ganja, an officer of
the police station said.

As the accused were yet
to be presented before the
court, exact details of the
drug haul and where it
was being brought from
was not shared by the offi-
cer. In a separate incident,
two men were arrested

from Chalakudy in
Thrissur district by police
for allegedly trying to
smuggle 185 bottles of
liquor into the state from
Mahe, a senior police offi-
cer said.

The arrest was made
based on a tip-off received
by the police, the officer
said, adding that it was all
part of the statewide anti-
drug campaign.

Besides these two, a pri-
vate bus driver and clean-
er were arrested from
Walayar toll plaza in
Palakkad district by the
Excise department in the
morning for possessing
hashish oil and ganja.

There were passengers
on board the bus, which
was coming from
Bengaluru, at the time of
the arrest, the excise offi-
cer said.

IIT Mandi start up to launch world’s
first giant swing backed by AI 

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI) 

Come January, tourists
in Manali will be able to
get adrenaline rush riding
a giant swing backed by
Artificial Intelligence (AI),
which has been built by a
start up incubated at
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Mandi
and is claimed to be the
first-of-its kind in the
world.

Founded by four child-
hood adventure enthusiast
friends who are engineers
and certified rock
climbers and moun-
taineers, the start up
called ‘ManaliSwing’, has
completed its human jump
trials and is in process of

filing five patents for the
concept and design.

The team claims it has
already been approached
by Dubai government to

launch the swing in the
country and is in conver-
sation with interested
agencies in Switzerland
too.

BJP announces candidates for by-polls 

Patna, Oct 09 (PTI) 

The BJP on Sunday an-
nounced its candidates for
by-elections to Mokama
and Gopalganj assembly
seats in Bihar, which
would be the first test of
strength for the party
against the ruling seven-
p a r t y
“Mahagathbandhan”.

According to a commu-
nication issued by the
party’s national general
secretary Arun Singh, the
Gopalganj candidate will
be Kusum Devi, wife of
party MLA Subhash Singh
whose recent death neces-
sitated the by-poll.

Singh, who was serving
his fourth term from the
seat, died on August 16, ex-

actly a week after Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s
volte-face stripped his
party of power.

His wife is expected to
cash in on the sympathy
wave generated in favour
of the 59-year-old leader
who lost his life to compli-
cations arising out of a
kidney transplant.

In Mokama, where the
by-poll has been necessi-
tated by the disqualifica-
tion of four-term MLA
Anant Kumar Singh, the
BJP seems to have fac-
tored in muscle power as
well as caste equations in
giving ticket to a green-
horn, Sonam Devi.

Sonam Devi is married
to Nalini Ranjan Singh
alias Lalan Singh, a local
toughie who has been at
loggerheads with fellow
Bhumihar Anant Singh,
one of the most dreaded

gangsters turned politi-
cians spawned by Bihar’s
badlands.

Her candidature has
been announced just a day
after her husband quit the
Chief Minister’s JD(U)
which he had joined ahead
of the 2020 assembly polls,
hoping for a party ticket
and had been sulking ever
since being overlooked.

Notably, this would be
the first occasion for the
BJP in more than two
decades to contest the seat
where it has chosen to sup-
port its allies like JD(U)
and LJP. The last time the
party had entered the fray
there was in 1995 when it
was not a force to reckon
with in Bihar.

Anant Singh, whose
elder brother Dilip Singh
had won the seat more
than once in the 1990s and
served as a minister in the

governments of Lalu
Prasad and Rabri Devi, did
a hat-trick from Mokama
for JD(U) until parting
ways with Nitish Kumar
in 2015 when he retained
his constituency as an
Independent.

Anant Singh, who was
recently convicted in two
cases relating to recovery
of arms and explosives
from his residences in the
state capital and at
Mokama, retained the seat
in 2020 on a ticket of the
RJD, the party with which
Nitish Kumar’s truck had
led him to revolt five years
earlier.

His wife Neelam Devi is
lobbying for an RJD ticket,
though the ruling alliance,
which includes JD(U),
Congress and three Left
parties, is yet to decide on
which party will contest
the two by-polls.

Fake ID-printing websites using
customers’ info for cyber fraud

Noida, Oct 09 (PTI) 

Hundreds of fake identi-
ty card-printing websites
are operating out of Uttar
Pradesh and duping peo-
ple by using their personal
information, according to
a cyber security research
firm.

The websites put out ad-
vertisements offering to
make physical identity
cards like Aadhaar, PAN,
driving licence etc. and de-
liver those at the cus-
tomers’ doorstep at afford-
able rates, CloudSEK, the
Bengaluru-based firm, has
claimed.

The personal informa-
tion of people is used to
carry out social engineer-
ing attacks, identity thefts,
phishing attacks, while it

can also be exploited to
carry out unauthorised fi-
nancial transactions and
issuing SIM cards illegally,
it noted.

A large number of such
cyber threat actors mush-
roomed following the out-
break of the COVID-19
pandemic and are based in
western Uttar Pradesh,
CloudSEK has found in a
new research.

When contacted,
Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Crime, Uttar
Pradesh, Triveni Singh
told PTI that his depart-
ment is seized of com-
plaints of impersonation
and already investigating
a number of such cases.

“Such matters are being
reported from bigger
cities, especially those in
the National Capital
Region (NCR),” he said.

Singh asked people to re-
port any online offence im-

mediately at the dedicated
helpline number 1930 or at
cybercrime.gov.in.

Earlier, CloudSEK’s con-
textual artificial intelli-
gence (AI) risk platform
uncovered identity card-
printing frauds orchestrat-
ed by Uttar Pradesh-based
groups as it noted that de-
spite India’s digital revolu-
tion, a large swath of the
population still prefers
physical copies over digi-
tised versions of docu-
ments, especially when it
comes to identity cards
such as a driving licence,
Aadhaar etc.

“This need accounts for
the existence of corner
shops that provide ID-
printing services.
However, with physical
stores shutting down due
to the pandemic, many
have turned to the inter-
net to avail ID-printing
services,” it noted.

‘Contest with Tharoor is for betterment of country and Cong’

Srinagar, Oct 09 (PTI) 

Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Sunday said his contest
with Shashi Tharoor for the
post of party president was
aimed at putting forth their
viewpoints for the better-
ment of the country and the
party.

Kharge said this during
an interaction with party
delegates at Congress office
here, where he sought their
support for the AICC presi-

dential election.
“This is an internal elec-

tion. It is like two brothers
at home, who are not fight-
ing, but placing their points
of view and trying to per-
suade each other,” he said.

The Congress party veter-
an said the election cam-
paign was not about what a
particular candidate will do
if he becomes the president
of the party, but what they
can do together.

“My belief is... What I
will do is not the question.
The question is what we
both will do together for the
country and for the party,
this is important.

“Let us not talk about

whether I will do this or
that, or talk about someone
else. How will you (party
workers) and me together
make the party stronger,
save the country’s constitu-
tion and its democracy, that
is the question.

“Today, the country’s at-
mosphere is deteriorating
and we have to make it
stronger by peace and unity.
That is why Bharat Jodo
yatra is on,” he said.

Kharge, 80, said he would
implement the Udaipur dec-
laration of the party if he
gets elected.

“If I get an opportunity,
then I will try to fully imple-
ment the Udaipur declara-
tion, because you have
made the declaration after
deliberations and placed a
few things before the party,
the country. I will try to take
that forward and will take
you along.“It is important to
take everyone along. I will
take everyone’s advice and
find solutions to the prob-
lems by discussing with
PCCs and others It is collec-

tive leadership,” he added.
Appealing to the dele-

gates to support his candi-
dature, the former leader of
the Opposition in Rajya
Sabha said there was no
pressure on anyone and
whoever was supporting
him, was doing so happily.

He also said Rahul
Gandhi was the only option
if the party has to become
stronger and powerful.

“When I met Madam
(Sonia) Gandhi, I told her if
the party has to become
stronger and powerful, then
there is no option other
than Rahul Gandhi because
he fights on the roads, in the
Parliament, and now he has
vowed to walk 3500 km and
he has walked three states.

“It is his commitment. He
is walking on the roads and
not taking decisions in an
AC chamber. Thousands
and lakhs of people are join-
ing. This Bharat Jodo yatra
is about uniting the think-
ing of the people of the
country and not about di-
viding them,” he said.

‘Many BJP cadres in Guj secretly support AAP’
Dharampur (Guj), Oct 09 (PTI) 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday claimed that many
leaders and workers of the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in Gujarat se-
cretly support his Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and
want to see the defeat of
their own party in the up-
coming Assembly elec-
tions.

Targeting the BJP over
the posters that surfaced
in several Gujarat cities on
Saturday in which he was
termed as “anti-Hindu”,
the AAP’s national con-
vener said those behind
the posters were “demons
and descendants of Kans”.

“Many BJP leaders and
workers meet me and se-
cretly ask me to do some-
thing to defeat the ruling
party. I would like to tell all
the BJP workers and lead-
ers who want to defeat
their party to work secret-
ly for AAP,” he said at a

rally in tribal-dominated
Valsad district in Gujarat,
where Assembly polls are
slated to be held in the
next couple of months.

“We have to break 27
years of their (BJP’s) arro-
gance. I know you have
your businesses, if you
join us they will damage
your business. You stay
there, but secretly work to
defeat it. Congress work-

ers need not fear, you can
leave your party and join
AAP. Forget your party,”
Kejriwal said.

He called upon the vot-
ers to support AAP in the
upcoming election in
order to “wipe out the
demons”.

Everyone should get
united for a new Gujarat.
Do not care about the
party, work for Gujarat,

work for the country, he
said, and claimed that
AAP will usher in a “new
storm, new politics, new
party, new faces, new
ideas, and new dawn”.

The Delhi CM also
slammed the BJP work-
ers, saying, “They go
around and whisper that
‘While Kejriwal is good,
he will not win in
Gujarat this time, but
next time’. If anyone tells
you so, then know that he
is from the BJP. Tell him
that not next time, but
(Kejriwal will win this
time).”

On the banners calling
him “anti-Hindu”, he al-
leged, “Those who insult
god are called ‘rakshas’
(demons). Those who in-
sult gods are called ‘Kans
ki aulaad’ (descendants
of Kans). What would
demons do in ancient
times? They would enter
any village, indulge in
hooliganism, tease and
rape women.”

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Devotees pray while having a glimpse of holy relic on the occasion of Eid-e-Milad-un-
Nabi (SAW) at Hazratbal shrine, in Srinagar, Sunday

RSS EVENT

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) volunteers take part in a programme in
Jabalpur, Sunday.

BRIEF

Arrested
 Firozabad: A

woman’s skeleton was
exhumed here in the
district’s Kithaut vil-
lage after almost two
years, leading to the
arrest of two men, in-
cluding her lover who
had allegedly buried
her body in his room
after killing her, police
here said on Sunday.
Khushbu, 20, daugh-
ter of one Bikram
Singh, a resident of
Kithaut, had gone
missing on November
20, 2020, police said.
After she was report-
ed missing, a case was
registered against
Gaurav under sec-
tions 363 (kidnapping)
and 366 (kidnapping,
abducting or inducing
a woman to compel
her marriage) of the
IPC.

Electrocution 
 Bahraich: Six people,

including five minors,
were killed while four
sustained burn in-
juries after they came
in contact with a high-
tension wire in this
Uttar Pradesh district
on Sunday, police said.
The incident took
place around 4 am in
Masupur village in
the Nanpara area
when the villagers
were taking out a pro-
cession and an iron
rod kept in a cart
came in contact with
the wire, locals said.
Additional
Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Ashok
Kumar told PTI that
while four people
were killed on the
spot, one died during
treatment in a hospi-
tal.

Raped
 Sultanpur: An engi-

neering student was
allegedly raped in a
moving car and
thrown near a canal
here in Jaisinghpur
area, police said on
Sunday. The incident
had taken place
Friday evening when
a 23-year-old BTech
student flagged an
SUV for lift to go back
home, they said. The
driver allegedly raped
her inside the car,
threw her near a
canal, and fled.

Mishap
 Hazaribag: A 40-

year-old man was
killed and eight oth-
ers were injured
when a vehicle fitted
with a loudspeaker
came in contact with
a high tension live
wire during Eid-e-
Milad-Un-Nabi pro-
cession in
Jharkhand’s
Hazaribag district on
Sunday, a senior po-
lice officer said.A
tractor fitted with a
loud speaker was
crossing a road at
Pagar Tola in
Barkagaon, about 80
km from state capital
Ranchi, when it came
in contact with over-
head high-tension
wire and caught fire
in which one person
was killed and eight
others were injured,
Superintendent of
Police, Manoj Ratan
Chothe said.

A vendor waits for 
customers amid rains, in
New Delhi, Sunday. Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal with Punjab CM

Bhagwant Mann addresses the media in Valsad. 

Congress presiden-
tial candidate
Mallikarjun Kharge
speaks during his
election campaign
at the party office,
in Srinagar, Sunday, 

A vendor waits for
customers amid
rains, in New Delhi,
Sunday.

 UP cops launch
probe

 To two assembly
seats in Bihar

Adventure enthusiast engineers who are planning to
launch world’s first giant swing backed by Artificial
Intelligence (AI) through a start-up at IIT Mandi.

 In Manali



SPACEX FALCON 9

A SpaceX Falcon 9 lifts off from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station on Merritt Island
in Cape Canaveral, Fla. The rocket is carrying Intelsat G33 and 34, a pair of commercial
communications satellites.
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Lahore, Oct 09 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Saturday appeared be-
fore a special court here in
a multi-million dollar
money laundering case
against him.

Shehbaz, 70, and his sons
Hamza, 47, and Suleman,
40, were booked by the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) in November
2020 under various sec-
tions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act and Anti-
Money Laundering Act in
a Rs 16 billion money laun-
dering case.The case is
being heard by a special
court in Lahore, which had
already granted pre-arrest
bails to both Shehbaz and
Hamza. Suleman is ab-
sconding and living in
Britain. During the hear-
ing on Saturday, Shehbaz
requested the court to

allow him to speak which
the judge granted. “I never
committed a single penny
of corruption nor received
any kickbacks in any proj-
ect during my tenure as the
chief minister of Punjab.
During my tenure, I would
give up my salary and
other perks amounting to
Rs 100 million,” the prime
minister said. The father
and son’s counsel Amjad
Pervaiz presented his argu-
ments in his clients’ plea
for acquittal, informing the
court that the FIA has re-
moved charges of PKR 9 bn
from its charge sheet ini-
tially presented before the
court as it has no proof
against his clients. The
counsel further said that
the indictment of the PM
and his son was not possi-
ble in this case as it lacks
evidence.

The court adjourned the
hearing till October 11.

Pak PM Shehbaz Sharif
appears before special court

in money laundering case
Seoul, Oct 09 (AP):

North Korea fired two
short-range ballistic mis-
siles toward its eastern
waters on Sunday, the lat-
est in its barrage of
weapons tests in recent
days, after the North
warned against the US
redeployment of an air-
craft carrier for a new
round of drills with
South Korean warships.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in a
statement it detected the
two missiles launched
between 1:48 am and 1:58
am on Sunday from the
North’s eastern coastal
city of Munchon.

It said South Korea’s
military has boosted its
surveillance posture and
maintains a readiness in
close coordination with
the United States.

The Japanese govern-

ment also said North
Korea fired what was
possible ballistic mis-
siles.

Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
instructed officials to do
their utmost to gather
and analyze information
about the suspected
launches and inform the
public of any accurate
information quickly,
while ensuring the safety
of aircraft and ships
around Japan and
preparing for any contin-
gencies, according to his
office.

The Japanese coast
guard said it has warned
ships around the coun-
try’s coasts about falling
objects and urged them
to stay away.

The launch, the
North’s seventh round of
weapons tests in two
weeks, came hours after

the United States and
South Korea wrapped a
new round of naval drills
off the Korean
Peninsula’s east coast.

The drills involved the
nuclear-powered aircraft
carrier USS Ronald
Reagan and its battle
group, which returned to
the area after North
Korea fired a powerful
missile over Japan last
week to protest the carri-
er group’s previous
training with South
Korea. On Saturday,
North Korea’s Defence
Ministry warned that
the Regan’s redeploy-
ment was causing a “con-
siderably huge negative
splash” in regional secu-
rity. The North’s Defence
Ministry said called its
recent missile tests a
“righteous reaction” to
intimidating military
drills between its rivals.

North Korea regards
US-South Korean mili-
tary exercises as an inva-
sion rehearsal and is es-
pecially sensitive if such
drills involve US strate-
gic assets like an aircraft
carrier. North Korea has
argued it was forced to
pursue a nuclear
weapons programme to
cope with US nuclear
threats. US and South
Korean officials have re-
peatedly said they have
no intentions of attack-
ing the North.

North Korea’s latest
launches added to its
record-breaking pace of
weapons tests this year.
The recent weapons tests
included a nuclear-capa-
ble missile that flew over
Japan for the first time
in five years and demon-
strated a range to strike
the US Pacific territory
of Guam and beyond.

North Korea launches 2 missiles toward
sea after US-South Korea drills

Kyiv, Oct 09 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin signed a
decree late Saturday tight-
ening security for the
Kerch Bridge and for en-
ergy infrastructure be-
tween Crimea and Russia.

Russia’s federal securi-
ty service, the FSB, was
put in charge of the effort,
according to a Kremlin
statement.

The move by Putin
came after an explosion
Saturday caused the par-
tial collapse of the bridge
that link the Crimean

Peninsula with Russia,
damaging an important

supply artery for the
Kremlin’s faltering war

effort.
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in a
video address, indirectly
acknowledged the attack
on the bridge by talking
about the weather in
Crimea but did not ad-
dress its cause.

“Today was a good and
mostly sunny day on the
territory of our state,” he
said. “Unfortunately, it
was cloudy in Crimea.”

He said Ukraine wants
a future “without occu-
piers. Throughout our ter-
ritory, in particular in
Crimea”.

Putin tightens infrastructure security after blast on bridge
Washington, Oct 09 (PTI):

The United States has
issued four travel advi-
sories for India this year
and since March 28 main-
tained the same low
Level 2 exercise in-
creased caution for its
citizens planning to trav-
el to the country.
Introduced several years
ago, the American travel
advisories maintained
and issued by the
Department of State is
now broadly bifurcated

into four different colour-
coded levels from 1 to 4,
with one (white) being
the safest place to travel
and four (red) being the
no travel zone recom-
mended for its citizens.

Yellow-coloured Level 2
which advises
Americans to exercise in-
creased caution has been
the travel advisory for
India since March 28 of
this year, when the State
Department lowered it
from Level 3 travel advi-
sory of January 24. In
Level 3, the US advises its
citizens to reconsider
their travel to that partic-
ular country. The travel

advisory for India has
mostly been Level 2 and a
few times Level 3. It was
put into Level 4 category
at the peak of the COVID-
19 crisis in April 2021.

For all practical pur-
poses the last three travel
advisories this year
March 28, July 25 and
October 5 are similar in
nature and content has
been the same that now
there is normalization of
coronavirus situation in
India.

The issuing of travel
advisories by the United
States depends on a num-
ber of factors. Prominent
among these includes,

the situation in the coun-
try, public health con-
cerns, law and order, ter-
rorism, relationship with
that country and travel
season.

In India’s neighbor-
hood, Afghanistan and
Myanmar are placed in
the highest Level 4 cate-
gory, while Pakistan and
China have been put in
Level 3.

Bangladesh, Nepal,
Maldives and Sri Lanka
are in Level 2 along with
India while Bhutan is in
Level 1, in which the US
urges its citizens to exer-
cise normal precaution
during the travel.

US issues four travel advisories for India this year

Manila, Oct 09 (AP):

Philippine police killed
three detained Muslim
militants linked to the
Islamic State group after
they staged a jail rampage
Sunday that saw a police
officer stabbed and a for-
mer opposition senator
briefly held hostage in a
failed escape attempt from
the maximum-security fa-
cility in the police head-
quarters in the capital, po-
lice said.

National police chief
Gen. Rodolfo Azurin Jr.
said former Sen. Leila de
Lima was unhurt and
taken to a hospital for a
checkup following the
brazen escape attempt and
hostage-taking at the de-
tention center for high-
profile inmates at the

main police camp in
Metropolitan Manila.

One of the three in-
mates stabbed a police offi-
cer who was delivering
breakfast after dawn in an
open area, where inmates
could exercise outdoors. A
police officer in a sentry
tower fired warning shots,
and then shot and killed
two of the prisoners, in-
cluding Abu Sayyaf com-
mander Idang Susukan,
when they refused to yield,
police said. The third in-
mate ran to de Lima’s cell
and briefly held her
hostage, but he was also
gunned down by police
commandos, Azurin said.

“She’s safe. We were
able to quickly resolve the
incident inside the custo-
dial center,” Azurin told
reporters and justified po-

lice action to shoot the in-
mates. “Sen. De Lima was
already being held hostage
so should we let that very
critical situation drag
on?” Susukan, who had
been blamed for dozens of
killings and beheadings of
hostages, including for-
eign tourists, and other
terrorist attacks was ar-
rested two years ago in
southern Davao city.

The other two inmates,
Arnel Cabintoy and
Feliciano Sulayao Jr., were
suspected members of the
Dawlah Islamiyah, a
Muslim militant group
that has been linked to
bombings and other dead-
ly attacks in the country’s
south. They were arrested
in 2019 in suburban
Quezon city in the capital
region, and were facing

non-bailable charges like
Susukan, police officials
said.

Many militants belong-
ing to Abu Sayyaf, which
the United States and the
Philippines have blacklist-
ed as a terrorist organisa-
tion, and the Dawlah
Islamiyah have aligned
themselves with the
Islamic State group.

The police officer who
was stabbed with an im-
provised knife was in seri-
ous condition at a hospital,
Azurin said. Another in-
mate was injured in the
rampage, police said.

Interior Secretary
Benhur Abalos said the
three slain inmates staged
the rampage in an attempt
to escape and did not
specifically target de
Lima.

Philippine ex-senator briefly held hostage in jail rampage
Sulimaniyah, Oct 09 (AP):

A n t i - g o v e r n m e n t
demonstrations erupted
Saturday in several loca-
tions across Iran as the
most sustained protests
in years against a deeply
entrenched theocracy en-
tered their fourth week.
At least two people were
killed.

Marchers chanted anti-
government slogans and
twirled headscarves in
repudiation of coercive
religious dress codes.

In some areas, mer-
chants shuttered shops
in response to a call by
activists for a commer-
cial strike or to protect
their wares from dam-
age.

Later Saturday, hack-
ers broke into the

evening news on Iran’s
state TV for 15 seconds,
just as footage of the

country’s supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, was being

broadcast.
The hackers flashed an

image of Khamenei sur-
rounded by flames. A
caption read “Join us and
stand up!” and “The
blood of our youth is
dripping from your
claws,” a reference to
Khamenei.

A song with the lyrics
“Woman. Life. Freedom”
a common chant of the
protesters played in the
background.

The protests erupted
September 17, after the
burial of 22-year-old
Mahsa Amini, a Kurdish
woman who had died in
the custody of Iran’s
feared morality police.
Amini had been detained
for an alleged violation of
strict Islamic dress codes
for women.

2 killed as demonstrations around Iran enter 4th week

Kyiv, Oct 09 (AP):

A Russian attack on
Zaporizhzhia overnight
struck apartment build-
ings and killed at least 17
people, a top official in the
Ukrainian city said on
Sunday. City council
Secretary Anatoliy Kurtev
said the city was struck by
rockets overnight, and
that at least five private
houses were destroyed and
around 40 were damaged.
The Ukrainian military
also confirmed the attack,
saying that there were
dozens of casualties.

The strike came after an
explosion Saturday caused
the partial collapse of a
bridge linking the
Crimean Peninsula with
Russia, damaging an im-
portant supply artery for
the Kremlin’s faltering
war effort in southern
Ukraine and hitting a tow-
ering symbol of Russian
power in the region.

Zaporizhzhia has been
repeatedly hit in recent
weeks and is in the
Ukrainian controlled-part
of a region that Russian
President Vladimir Putin

annexed in violation of in-
ternational law last week.

A part of the region cur-
rently in Russian control
is home to the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant, Europe’s
largest.

It has repeatedly been
imperiled by fighting, and
lost its last remaining ex-

ternal power source as a
result of renewed shelling,
the UN nuclear watchdog
said Saturday. It is now re-
lying on emergency diesel
generators.

No one has claimed re-
sponsibility for the
Crimea bridge attack, but
it was a significant blow to
Russia and could lead to

an escalation of the con-
flict. Some Russian law-
makers are calling for
Putin to declare a “coun-
terterrorism operation,”
rather than the term “spe-
cial military operation”
that has downplayed the
scope of fighting to ordi-
nary Russians. Putin
signed a decree late

Saturday tightening secu-
rity for the bridge and for
energy infrastructure be-
tween Crimea and Russia,
and put Russia’s federal se-
curity service, the FSB, in
charge of the effort.

Hours after the explo-
sion, Russia’s Defense
Ministry announced that
the air force chief, Gen.
Sergei Surovikin, would
now command all Russian
troops in Ukraine.
Surovikin, who this sum-
mer was placed in charge
of troops in southern
Ukraine, had led Russian
forces in Syria and was ac-
cused of overseeing a
bombardment that de-
stroyed much of Aleppo.

The 19-kilometer (12-
mile) Kerch Bridge, on a
strait between the Black
Sea and the Sea of Azov, is
a symbol of Moscow’s
claims on Crimea and an
essential link to the penin-
sula, which Russia an-
nexed from Ukraine in
2014. The USD 3.6 billion
bridge, the longest in
Europe, is vital to sustain-
ing Russia’s military oper-
ations in southern
Ukraine.

Strikes on Ukrainian city 
of Zaporizhzhia kill 17

Ukrainian Emergency Service, rescuers work at the scene of a building damaged 
by shelling in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Sunday, Oct. 9.

People take part in a protest against Iran’s government in
Parliament Square, in London. The protests erupted Sept.
17, after the burial of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, a Kurdish
woman who had died in the custody of Iran’s feared
morality police. Amini had been detained for an alleged 
violation of strict Islamic dress codes for women.

Maintains same
level since March 28

This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies
shows damage to the Kerch Bridge, which connects the
Crimean Peninsula with Russia crossing a strait between
the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, and rail cars on fire.

VViinnoodd  CChhaannddrraasshheekkhhaarr  DDiixxiitt

Every year, World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is celebrated twice in a year.
On Saturday, 9th October people all over the world celebrated World
Migratory Bird Day to raise awareness of migratory birds and the need for
international cooperation to conserve them. Firstly it is held on the Second
Saturday of May and again on the Second Saturday of October. It is observed
to spread awareness for the need to conserve migratory birds and their habi-
tats. The day originated in 2006, when the United Nations decided the need to
make the global population aware of the migratory linkages between regions
all over the world. Since then around 118 countries have participated and
hosted the event. In fact, birds are very important to life on earth. They help
to pollinate plants, spread seeds, and have been part of human life for thou-
sands of years. Unlike rats and mice, birds are not pests. Over the past few
decades, the world’s governments have endorsed many international agree-
ments relevant to the conservation of biodiversity, demonstrating their will-
ingness to cooperate in tackling important environmental issues. The chal-
lenge now is to harness this commitment and ensure that concrete actions are
taken where they are most needed. In several countries, the engagement of
civil society and indigenous peoples’ organisations has resulted in impressive
progress. There are signs of increasing action in the private sector, too. Birds
can be found everywhere: in cities and in the countryside; in parks and back-
yards, in forests and mountains, and in wetlands and along the shores. They
connect all these habitats and they connect us, reminding us of our own con-
nection to the planet, the environment, wildlife and each other. Through their
seasonal movements, migratory birds are also regularly reminding us of
nature’s cycles.In other words, birds are nature’s ambassadors. So, it becomes
imperative to restore the ecological connectivity and integrity to boost the
natural movements of the migratory birds. These are important to ensure
migratory birds’ survival and well-being.The number of migratory birds is
decreasing with each passing day due to various threats including illegal
killing, destruction of natural habitat, and toxins released in the environment.
As migratory birds connect nations, people, and ecosystems, World Migratory
Bird Day highlights creating more measures for their conservation. Its aim is
to safeguard breeding, non-breeding and ensure a healthy bird population.
Today, one in eight bird species is threatened with global extinction, with 189
species. Migration is a perilous journey and involves a wide range of threats,
often caused by human activities. Climate change, habitat loss, plastic pollu-
tion are just a few of the diverse threats that the birds face. As migratory birds
depend on a range of sites along their distribution area, the loss of wintering
and stopover sites could have a dramatic impact on the birds’ chances of sur-
vival.Most birds migrate at night. They have been doing this for eons, as a
night sky typically means calmer air space and fewer predators. Nocturnally
migrating birds include ducks and geese, plovers and sandpipers, and song-
birds of all kinds. These birds may travel thousands of miles between their
breeding and non- breeding grounds. World Migratory Bird Day 2022 is there-
fore not only a celebration of birds, it is also an important moment to reflect
on our own global relationship with nature and to highlight our collective
desire to do more to protect birds and nature in a post-pandemic world. Bird
day is not just a day. Celebrate our migratory birds 365 days a year.

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  48  No. 08

Truly, sickening
indeed

Even after killing the Father of
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi
more than 74 years ago, the
Akhil Bharat Hindu
Mahasabha, still not pacified.
If not then why at a Durga Puja
Pandal organised by them
depiction of a dhoti-clad bald
man with a walking stick, bear-
ing resemblance to Mahatma
Gandhi as Asura? Though
Kolkata Police intervenes and
changes the getup of Asura by
removing the glasses and put-
ting a mustache and hair on it.
But the big question. If India
continues on in the present
manner, someday sooner or
later, the Father of the Nation
will be converted into a dae-
mon by the politically superior.
People wonder was it a real
demonstration of freedom of
expression guaranteed under
the Constitution? Who knows
that it is not accurately the
attitude and dispensation of
the current regime at the
Center? Whatsoever, the
Mamata Banerjee government
must take action against those
responsible for such disre-
spect.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Declining Economy 
India had imposed ban on export
of wheat as well as non basmati
rice which is the indicator that
country had already started the
steps to control the expected
recession next year which will
be result of high inflation and
high rates of interest.Though
many countries opposed this
step but the country took the
stand that we have to first watch
the sentiments of a common
man and I would like to refer one
more instance when govt
refused to import dairy products
from USA untill and unless there
is certification certificate that no
animal blood was mixed with the
feed consumed by them. While
the World Bank scaled down the
forecast to 6.5% for the current
fiscal from its earlier estimate of
7.5%, announced in June, the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD) has said the GDP growth is
expected to decelerate to 5.7%
in 2022 from 8.2% last year due
to higher financing costs and
weaker public expenditures.
Last week, the Reserve Bank of
India too cut its growth forecast
to 7% from an earlier estimate
of 7.2% after increasing the repo
rate by 50 basis points to 5.9% to
fight inflation. Another area of
concern is that the services sec-
tor activity fell to a six-month
low in September due to a cool-
ing in demand amid soaring
prices. High inflation and low
demand pulled India’s factory
growth to a three-month low in
September.  The PMI data,
released every month, is an indi-
cator of the overall health of the
economy. Private sector sales
rose at the weakest pace in six
months, amid softer increases in
manufacturing and services
economies. Hiring in the sector
continued for the fourth month
but fewer jobs were created
compared with August.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr
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President Droupadi Murmu during inauguration of the newly constructed secretariat building, in Chandigarh, Sunday, Oct. 9.
Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit is also seen. 

PRESIDENT IN CHANDIGARH

India desperately needed a modern attack helicopter to meet challenges
like faced by our valiant forces in Kargil conflict which was treacherously
thrust on India by Pakistan in 1999 lasting for nearly three months, espe-
cially one that was a better version even than US made Apacche twin
turbo shaft attack helicopter. Such a version designed specially for land-
ing and taking off from high altitudes was to be met and it is a matter of
great pride that it was got done and that too “Made in India”. That this
requirement could be met all indigenously is nothing short of a feat and a
great step towards being on a fast track of self reliance. Needless to add,
in today’s warfare helicopters are important next to none in their versatil-
ity hence the “Prachand” helicopter. It is, therefore, intensive and vigor-
ous thrust on the great importance of not relying on ”others” and doing it
mostly on ”our own” especially in defence products that has resulted in
making of an attack helicopter ” Prachand.” Not relying largely on other
countries has transformed India into an exporting country from a ”tradi-
tional” importing country with an increasing list of customer countries
swelling, now, up to over 70. Targets are accordingly fixed in respect of
how much to produce indigenously and how much more by which year to
be exported. By or before 2025, a target of such exports of defence prod-
ucts is slated to exceed Rs.35000 crore on annual basis. On October 3,
therefore, all Indian made attack helicopter named as “Prachand” became
an added prized possession of Indian Air Force. Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh in whose presence the fully “Bhartia” gunship LCH chopper
was inducted into the IAF rightly called it a “momentous occasion” for the
country’s defence production . The development of this nature –
“Prachand” attack flying machine in the levels of indigenous talent,
research, innovation and capabilities of India must surely have given some
measure of Goosebumps and cold shivers to our belligerent neighbours
who have constantly been not only showing but even practically execut-
ing acts of hostilities towards this country containing and thwarting
which, we, as a sovereign strong nation, have to be in perpetual defence
preparedness in all possible ways. It is, therefore, incumbent upon the
Government to make the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) more vibrant and equip it with all the requisite infra-
structure and more importantly, encourage those in all ways who are
engaged in developing, research, innovation, designing, engineering and
in adding other features like weapon (ising) to our defence products.
World is fast changing and so are the ways to fight modern day war.
Today’s war can never be fought with yester years ‘ obsolete defence
products and by conventional ways. A matching, a parity and a compati-
bility in developing and acquiring the weapons of all types is the need of
the hour including aircraft, war ships, advancement in IT techniques or
developing computer technology to disrupt, dislodge, incapacitate and
disrupt enemy’s strategic capabilities. A country, needless to add, is
deemed to be really strong if it has capabilities to largely stand on its own
legs rather than on other countries and in grave emergencies like wars,
touchstone of such greatness is where does the country stand mainly in
terms of defence requirements and its food production and stocks in addi-
tion to other sectors. Only then can we defend our freedom and territories
besides our vital and strategic national assets. ''Prachand” the name
given by the Union Defence Minister at the event means “Fierce” or
“Frenetic” which is what this LCH attack helicopter is said to be all about.
Needless to add, on November 19, 2021 Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
formally handed over the helicopter to the IAF thus paving the way for full
scale production after mandatory basic trials were conducted. This flying
machine has been duly tested both in high altitude bases as well as in
”extreme” hot desert conditions and can be fitted with air to air missiles
besides other weapons like 20 mm turret guns, rocket systems etc and is
to be used not only by the IAF but even by our Army. IAF is immediately to
get 10 and the Army 5 of these helicopters. Needless to add, within two
months, India demonstrated which heights our indigenisation mission had
touched through its three indigenously made items required for our
defence requirements. The howitzer 155 mm ATGS gun which gave the
(maiden) ceremonial gun salute at Red Fort on August 15, this year fol-
lowed by INS Vikrant and now LCH attack helicopter “Prachand”. Tejas
fighter aircraft has already earned worldwide awe and generated interest
in many countries including the most advanced ones. This helicopter is
twin engined, strong, fast, deadly accurate in striking , quick to land and
take off specially in high altitude mountainous regions from where the
vulnerability to country’s security threats is comparatively more. For mak-
ing defence products like the one under reference and with an aim to
make it entire indigenous, it is not a matter of days or months and, there-
fore, the journey of the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) developing
state-of-the art manufacturing process for making ‘Prachand”, right from
conceiving to making followed by critical tests and trials and finally up to
actual induction in the Indian Air Force, it took nearly more than 12 years.

A big leap towards indigenisation

The beauty of migratory birds
lies in their freedom

T he sight of hundreds of
thousands of bats

streaming from their roost at
dusk is one of nature's great
spectacles. Swarms can be so
dense they resemble rising
smoke at a distance. But the
aerial antics of the birds of
prey that hunt them are just
as astonishing. Studying
these behaviours in a remote
corner of the Chihuahuan
Desert (which stretches from
the southwest US to Mexico)
has been a highlight of my
almost 25-year career as a bi-
ologist studying animal
flight. My team's study was
done in collaboration with
bat scientist Laura Kloepper
(University of New
Hampshire). Prey animals
often find safety in numbers,
and bats are no exception.
Moving in a group dilutes an
individual's risk of being at-
tacked. It can also confuse
the predator and make it
harder for them to track a

target. This is called the con-
fusion effect. Humans get
disorientated in this way by
large groups of objects and
animals too. Swainson's
hawks tend to attack the
Mexican free-tailed bats they
feed on as the bats emerge in
swarms from their cave. The
bats fly much slower as they
leave their cave compared to
open airspace (they can
reach speeds of nearly 100
mph if the area is clear). My
team found the hawks
seemed unfazed by the confu-
sion effect.

Seeing clearly
How do hawks steer clear

of the confusion effect that
bewilders us humans when
watching a swarm? To an-
swer this question, we filmed
the hawks as they plunged
into the stream of bats flow-
ing from a cathedral-like
cave. High-definition video
cameras placed strategically
around the mouth of the bat

cave allowed my team to re-
construct the 3D trajectories
of the hawks and the bats
they attacked. But recreating
a behaviour is only the first
step towards understanding
its mechanics.

Next, my team analysed
how the hawks steered their
line of attack. We used a
computer simulation ap-
proach that we had first de-
veloped in 2017 to study the
attack behaviours of pere-
grine falcons. This method
uses a set of mathematical
formulae called differential
equations to simulate the
birds' behaviour. Our previ-
ous work had shown that the
attack behaviours of falcons
are steered in a similar way
to guided missiles, using a
technique called proportion-
al navigation. To understand
how this works, imagine
yourself as an aerial preda-
tor looking at your prey
while closing in on it at

speed. Your prey may try to
evade you. But if you turn at
a rate proportional to the
rate at which the compass
bearing of your prey
changes, then you will take a
path that gives you the best
chance of intercepting your
quarry.

Closing in
Even so, catching a bat in

your talons is not easy. It's a
complicated process that
more often than not ended in
failure for the hawks. So how
did the hawks select which
bat to grab once they had
closed in on the swarm? We
used graphing software to
trace how the line of sight
drawn from the attacker to
its target varied through the
attack.

This analysis revealed a
clear answer: the direction of
the line of sight to the target
remained almost constant on
all the attacks. It varied least
on those that ended in a suc-

cessful catch. This geometry
holds true for any pair of ob-
jects on a collision course.
Mariners are taught to spot a
constant bearing to avoid
crashes with other boats and
drivers use it intuitively to
merge safely onto a busy
road. The colony of up to
900,000 bats that we studied
emerged en masse in the
space of just a few minutes.
For a predator plunging into
this dense a swarm, there are
so many targets at least one
will be on a collision course.

The difficult bit is to iden-
tify and catch it. Whereas a
stationary onlooker will per-
ceive the whole swarm to be
in motion, the geometry of a
collision means that a mov-
ing observer will see any-
thing it is on course to hit as
stationary. Swarms, flocks,
and shoals that look confus-
ing to our own eyes seem
more orderly to a mobile
predator taking the plunge.

The science of why hawks are one of nature’s deadliest hunters
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T he Modi government is
taking landmark steps

to fulfill the dream of making
India a prosperous, developed
country in 25 years. The tar-
get to totally transform the
country with rapid, equitable
growth is achievable, and
will be achieved.

The transformation actual-
ly began eight years ago with
fundamental changes in gov-
ernance that has significant-
ly empowered and entitled
the common man, and
brought global spotlight on
India as the trusted partner
with which every country ea-
gerly wants to engage.

The latest step to acceler-
ate India’s rise to glory is the
New Logistics Policy.
Logistics is about 5 ‘R’s.
Getting the Right product, in
the Right condition, at the
Right place, at the Right time,
to the Right customer.

The new policy gets the ‘R’s
right, which will help the
small farmer, MSMEs, large
factories and the common
man. lt will lubricate and rev
up the engine of the economy
in a manner that creates
crores of jobs, eliminates dis-
parities between wealthy
metropolitan areas and the
countryside, speed up move-
ment of goods and people,
and create massive savings
from efficiency gains.

The policy will reduce lo-
gistics costs from an estimat-
ed 13-14% of GDP to single-
digit levels. The savings are
enormous. A five percentage-
point saving in a $3 trillion
economy amounts to efficien-
cy gains of $150 billion,

which is equal to the estimat-
ed value of India’s entire out-
sourcing industry.

The biggest gainer from
this bounty will be small
farmers and numerous
MSMEs as transportation
cost is a much heavier bur-
den on low-value goods com-
pared to precious consign-
ments like gems and jew-
ellery, which can be prof-
itable even if transported by
air.

Traditionally, small farm-
ers have often sold fruits and
vegetables at heartbreaking-
ly low prices as perishable
commodities need to reach
the buyer before they start
rotting. With better logistics,
these commodities can travel
longer and faster, therefore
much further and to new
markets.

Better logistics will signifi-
cantly improve supply and re-
duce costs. This means that
in the journey of agricultur-
al produce from the farm to
the fork, the economics can
change in a delightful man-
ner in which farmers get
more money and the buyer
gets cheaper food. The same
is true, in varying degrees,
for the entire shopping bas-
ket of every consumer be-
cause logistics cost is an im-
portant component in the
price of everything that is
produced, manufactured or
constructed.

The New Logistics policy
dovetails with other major
initiatives of the Modi gov-
ernment, particularly the PM
Gatishakti, the game-chang-
ing initiative that galvanizes

infrastructure building from
planning to execution with
digitally enabled systems
that break silos and provide a
wealth of data and multiple
layers of information. This
gives infrastructure project
planners and executers vital
information about forest
land, defence land, power
lines and data on several
other issues well in advance,
so that they don’t come up an
unpleasant surprise that de-
lays projects.

PM Gatishakti and the New
Logistics Policy also exempli-
fy PM Modi’s whole-of-the-
government approach that
gets rid of silos in gover-
nance.

These policies, along with
initiatives such as building
high-quality rural roads and
expressways, improving con-
tainer turnaround time,
faster and safer railways and
dedicated freight corridors,
will ensure world-class infra-
structure with world-class
digital backbones to provide
high-quality service – like in
developed countries -- to pro-
ducers, distributers and re-
tail customers.

These policies support
major initiatives to produce
high-quality products, signif-
icantly increase exports, in-
crease business engagement
with the world, become a
global manufacturing hub
and have a much bigger role
in global supply chains. All
these initiatives need effi-
cient logistics.

It is important to note that
global trade and exports have
been key instruments of
rapid economic growth and
job creation in countries that
have become prosperous.
India has adopted the strate-
gy of using trade agreements
to open up developed markets
for labour-intensive sectors
such as gems and jewellery,
leather and handicrafts.
Exporters have a lot of gain
from better logistics as their
goods will become more com-
petitive and can be delivered

to buyers in a faster and pre-
dictable manner.

As Prime Minister Modi
observed, exporters have to
compile shipping bill num-
bers, railway consignment
numbers, E-way bill numbers
etc to track and trace goods.
They also face multiple au-
thorities. To help them, the
Unified Logistics Interface
Platform has been launched.
Further, a digital platform
named Ease of Logistics
Services, or eLOGS, under
the logistics policy will help
resolve any issue they face.

Logistics in India has al-
ready improved significantly
in the eight game-changing
years of the Modi govern-
ment. The country could
move medicines, oxygen and
food in the peak of the Covid
pandemic. Visionary initia-
tives like Digital India helped
India adapt seamlessly to the
work-from-home require-
ment during the peak of the
pandemic.

Infrastructure and logis-
tics are now poised for the
quantum leap needed to
make India a developed coun-
try. Of course, policy alone
can’t do the job, but as the
PM observed “Progress =
Policy + Performance”.

The new policy was an-
nounced the day the chee-
tahs returned to the soil of
India. The arrival of
fastest animal on earth had
a message for transporta-
tion. “I expect you to trans-
port goods at the speed of a
cheetah,” the PM said to
emphasize his message for
logistics. Going by his com-
mendable track record and
perfor mance, India will
certainly race ahead – like
a cheetah – to become a de-
veloped country.

(The author is
Minister of Commerce &
Industry, Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution and
Textiles, Govt. of India;
and Leader of House in
Rajya Sabha.)

Making India sprint like a Cheetah
PIYUSH GOYAL
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Finmin
New Delhi: The fi-
nance ministry is
mulling several steps
like dipping into other
accounts of a cheque
issuer and prohibition
of opening of new ac-
counts of offenders to
effectively deal with
cheque bounce cases
which are clogging the
legal system. Many
suggestions were made
at a high-level meeting
recently called by the
ministry to deal with
the high incidence of
cheque bounce cases.
Some of the steps sug-
gested before taking
legal recourse included
debiting another ac-
counts of the cheque is-
suer if his or her ac-
count is short of funds
to honour the instru-
ment, sources said.

SBI
New Delhi: The State
Bank of India (SBI) has
lined up various non-
performing assets up
for sale this month and
the next, including the
fraud account of Sintex
BAPL, to recover over
Rs 746 crore. In an auc-
tion scheduled for
November 4, SBI will
put up NPAs for sale to
asset reconstruction
companies (ARCs)/ fi-
nancial institutions
(FIs), banks or Non-
Banking Financial
Companies (NBFCs).
The auction of NPAs
will include accounts of
Sintex BAPL with an
outstanding of Rs
197.74 crore; Surat
Hazira NH6 Tollway
Pvt Ltd of exposure of
Rs 335.54 crore and
Shreebhav Polyweaves
Pvt Ltd (Rs 20.20 crore).

Toy industry
Chennai: The toy in-
dustry in Tamil Nadu
can easily generate
nearly 30,000 jobs if it
receives the required
support from the state
government, which
would provide a
thrust to the sector.
With minimal number
of toy manufacturers
in the state, Chennai
and Tuticorin can be
ideal destinations for
the industry with port
connectivity, the
Tamil Nadu Toy
Dealers Association
President Santosh
Kumar said.

IDBI Bank 
New Delhi:In a first,
the government has
made it mandatory for
interested buyers of
IDBI Bank to provide
details for security
clearance from the
Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) in the
first stage of the bid-
ding process.So far, in
all instances of CPSE
privatisation, the gov-
ernment would seek de-
tails regarding security
clearance of the bid-
ders at the second stage
of the bidding process.

IT cos 
New Delhi: Indian IT
services companies
are expected to log
steady sequential rev-
enue growth in
September quarter but
an overhang of weak
global cues tinged with
macro risks will put
spotlight on manage-
ment commentary
around deal momen-
tum and demand out-
look, say analysts.
Brokerage reports and
analysts' notes on Q2
earnings preview an-
ticipate reasonably
strong growth quarter
for Indian IT firms de-
spite challenging
macroeconomic sce-
nario in the US and
Europe, but there are
fair bit of warnings
around "incremental
pockets of weakness"
or "slowdown in com-
ing quarters".

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

Amid fears of the world
slipping into recession,
India will perhaps emerge
as the strongest major
economy with 7 per cent
growth rate in FY23,
Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM) mem-
ber Sanjeev Sanyal said on
Sunday.

Sanyal observed that
India can grow at 9 per
cent in an external con-
ducive environment like
in early 2000s when the
global economy was grow-
ing.

"We are clearly entering
an environment where
many countries around
the world will be facing
much slower growth or
even slipping into reces-

sion.
"This is due to a combi-

nation of factors ranging
from tighter monetary pol-
icy to higher energy costs,
as well as disruptions
caused by the Ukraine
war," he told PTI in an in-
terview.

The World Bank on
October 6 projected 6.5 per
cent growth rate for the
Indian economy for 2022-
23, a drop of one percent-
age point from its June
2022 projections, citing de-
teriorating international

environment.
"Under those circum-

stances, India's perform-
ance will stand out as
being perhaps the
strongest of any major
economy in the world with
around 7 per cent GDP
growth rate in current fis-
cal year nonetheless,"
Sanyal said.

He emphasised that the
cumulative impact of sup-
ply side reforms over
many years by the Modi
government has meant
that India's economy is
currently much more flex-
ible and resilient than it
used to be.

Sanyal noted that if
India gets an external en-
vironment like the one it
had during 2002-03 to 2006-
07 when the global econo-
my was growing, global in-

flationary pressures were
muted, then its economy is
capable of delivering 9 per
cent growth.

"But obviously, we are
not in that environment
right now. So given that sit-
uation 7 per cent GDP
growth rate is a good per-
formance," he said.

The EAC-PM member
however cautioned
against pushing growth
unnecessarily "when the
highway has so many
bumps and hurdles in the
way".

The Reserve Bank of
India recently slashed the
growth projection to 7 per
cent for current fiscal year
from the earlier forecast of
7.2 per cent, citing aggres-
sive tightening of mone-
tary policies globally and
moderation in demand.

India will stand out with 7 pc growth rate
in FY23, says EAC-PM member Sanyal New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

Passenger and commer-
cial vehicle prices are ex-
pected to rise as automo-
bile companies invest in
upgrading vehicles to
meet stricter emission
norms that kick in from
April next year.

The Indian automobile
industry is currently
working to make their
products meet the second
phase of Bharat Stage VI,
equivalent to Euro-VI
emission norms, in real
time driving conditions.

Four-wheeler passenger
and commercial vehicles
will need more sophisti-
cated equipment to be
added to meet the next
level of emission stan-
dards. Industry players ex-
pect an increase in the
overall production cost,
which could be passed on
to buyers starting next

year. Vehicles will need to
have an on-board self-diag-
nostic device to monitor
the real time driving emis-
sion levels. The device will
constantly monitor key
parts for meeting emission
standards such as the cat-
alytic converter and oxy-
gen sensors, to keep a close
watch on emissions.

In a scenario wherein
the emissions exceed the

parameters, the device
will indicate through
warning lights that the ve-
hicle be submitted for a
service.

Additionally, in order to
control the level of fuel
burnt, the vehicles will
also carry programmed
fuel injectors, which
would control the timing
and amount of fuel inject-
ed into the petrol engine.

Car prices to rise as auto cos gear to
comply with stricter emission norms

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

India could receive a
chunk of the Euro 300 bil-
lion fund announced by
the European Union (EU)
under its Global Gateway
scheme aimed at expand-
ing connectivity including
in the Indo-Pacific region,
French Ambassador
Emmanuel Lenain said.

Announced in
December last year, the
massive global investment
plan for connectivity proj-
ects is seen as a counter to
China's ambitious Belt
and Road Initiative.

"It is massive. The total
funding for this project is
300 billion Euros. I am con-
fident that the Indo-Pacific
and India could receive a
chunk of it," Lenain told
PTI.

On China's increasing

assertiveness in the Indo-
Pacific, he said Paris does
not want to be "confronta-
tional" but prefers to be
"efficient" while highlight-
ing the strategic conver-
gence between India and
France for the region.

"There is total conver-
gence. There is no issue
with that. France wit-
nessed the same assertivi-
ty of China in this region
and we are really commit-
ted," he told PTI about sim-
ilarities of views between
India and France on the

approach towards the
Indo-Pacific.

There have been rising
global concerns over
China's increasing mili-
tary muscle-flexing in the
Indo-Pacific and India is
among the leading powers
that have been pushing for
ensuring rule of law and
prosperity for all stake-
holders in the region.

Delving into various
challenges facing the Indo-
Pacific, Lenain also said
that there is a need to pro-
vide an "alternative to the
Chinese model".

"We feel that we are
India's neighbour: we are a
resident power of the
Indo-Pacific. We have ter-
ritories in this region, we
have people in the region,
almost 2 million French
citizens, and we have
troops," Lenain said.

India could get a chunk of EU’s Euro 300 billion
fund under Global Gateway scheme: French envoyNew Delhi, Oct 09: 

SBI Card, India’s largest
pure-play credit card is-
suer, has many exciting of-
fers lined up for customers
across India for the festive
season 2022 from
September 22, 2022 to
October 31, 2022. With over
1600+ offers across online
and offline merchants in
tier 1, tier 2 and tier 3
cities, SBI Card aims to
make shopping experience
of its customers more re-
warding while adding to
the festive cheer. The de-
lightful spread of offers
range across a wide set of
popular categories that in-
clude electronics, mobiles,
fashion & lifestyle, jew-
ellery, travel and online
marketplaces, among oth-
ers. Festive offer 2022 for
SBI Card customers in-
cludes over 70 national of-
fers and 1550 regional and

hyperlocal offers across
2600 cities. As part of the
festive offer customers can
benefit from up to 22.5%
cashback across various
partner brands.

SBI Card has lined up
varied offers from around
28 key global and national
partner brands for its val-
ued customers. These in-
clude renowned brands
like Flipkart, Samsung
Mobile, Reliance Trends,
Pantaloons, Raymonds,
LG, Samsung, Sony, HP,
Make My Trip, goibibo,
Vishal Mega Mart,
Reliance Jewels, Caratlane,
Hero Motors, and many
more.

According to  Rama
Mohan Rao Amara, MD &
CEO, SBI Card, “In our ex-
perience, festive season has
always been a period that
witnesses high spends,
planned or even un-
planned, from customers.

SBI Card announces festive offer 

Chennai, Oct 09 (PTI):

India has a nano demo-
graphic window to achieve
developed country status,
and if it misses, it may not
reach there, Union Finance
Secretary T V Somanathan
said.

The country has to grow
at a rate of 8-8.5 per cent to
reach developed country sta-
tus, he said at an event here.
"In the first decade of this
century, China grew at ap-
proximately 9.5 per cent per
annum and similar growth
rates were witnessed in
countries like South Korea
and Taiwan" Somanathan
said. The finance secretary
made the comments while
delivering the G
Ramachandran Endowment

Lecture on 'Development in
Changing Times, the role of
government efficiency' at
the Madras School of
Economics here. "The other
thing which we often hear
and it is an important point
that a lot of people make is
that we have nano demo-
graphic window in which to
achieve developed country
status, and if we don't catch
this window or if we do not
use this window, we may
never get there," he said.

India has nano demographic
window to achieve developed
country status: Somanathan

Kolkata, Oct 09 (PTI):

The proposed deep-sea
port in West Bengal's
Tajpur, when completed,
will not endanger the 150-
year-old facility in Kolkata
but they will complement
each other, a senior official
said.

The Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port (formerly
Kolkata Port Trust) has
some inherited strengths
that none can replace, the
outgoing chairman of
SMP, Vinit Kumar, said in
an interview with PTI on
Sunday, the last day of his
tenure.

The West Bengal cabinet
last month approved a pro-
posal for issuing a letter of
intent to Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone for
the development of a
greenfield deep sea port at
Tajpur, paving the way for

an estimated investment
of Rs 25,000 crore. The
Tajpur port is expected to
become a reality in a few
years. There were appre-
hensions from certain
quarters about the viabili-
ty of the SMP which
perennially faces draft
problems at its Kolkata
and Haldia docks, prevent-
ing large ships from enter-
ing directly. Large ships
help companies save on
freight costs.

"SMP will not die. It has

survived for 150 years and
will continue to do so even
if the Tajpur port is devel-
oped as planned. There
will be businesses for both
ports. They will comple-
ment each other," Kumar
said. Two of the core
strengths of the Kolkata
port are goods can reach
the heart of the city direct-
ly and its evacuation infra-
structure for imported
cargo is very strong', he
said.

Kumar said the Tajpur
port could benefit from
similar advantages of
transloading goods to
smaller vessels and
barges, as is presently
done by the Kolkata port at
Sandheads and Sagar an-
chorages, to bring goods to
its docks.

This will open another
revenue stream for SMP,
he said.

Tajpur deep sea port to 
complement SMP: Vinit Kumar

Glenmark launches
Lobeglitazone 

in India

Mumbai, Oct 09:  

Glenmark Pharmaceuticals
Limited (Glenmark), an innova-
tion-driven global pharmaceuti-
cal company, became the first to
launch Thiazolidinedione
Lobeglitazone (Lobeglitazone) in
India for the treatment of type 2
diabetes in adults. Marketed
under the brand name LOBG; it
contains Lobeglitazone (0.5 mg)
and to be taken once daily under
prescription to improve glycemic
control in adult diabetic
patients. Indians have a high
prevalence of insulin resistance
and that makes LOBG an appeal-
ing treatment option in manag-
ing uncontrolled Type 2 diabetes
among insulin-resistant diabetic
patients. Glenmark earlier
received approval from the
Indian drug regulator, Drug
Controller General of India, for
manufacturing and marketing
Lobeglitazone based on a ran-
domized, double-blind Phase 3
clinical trial conducted on adult
Type 2 diabetic patients, aged 18
years and older. 

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

India's crude steel out-
put rose by 2.56 per cent to
30.06 million tonne (MT)
during the July-September
period of the ongoing fi-
nancial year.

As per research firm
SteelMint, the top six steel
makers -- SAIL, Tata Steel,
JSW Steel, JSPL, AMNS
India and RINL -- produced
18.29 MT steel, the rest
11.77 MT came in from the
secondary sector.

The country had pro-
duced 29.31 MT of steel
during the same quarter in
the preceding 2021-22 fi-
nancial year, according the
data shared by SteelMint.

During the said quarter
last fiscal, large producers
had jointly manufactured
18.39 MT steel, while the
secondary industry pro-
duced 10.92 MT, it said.

During the quarter
ended September 30, 2022,
steel exports fell to 1.41 MT
from 4.20 MT in the year
ago period, registering a
year-on-year (y-o-y) fall of
66.43 per cent. The domes-
tic consumption was 11.33
per cent higher at 27.52 MT,
as against 24.72 MT in
July-September 2021.

On the outlook for the
sector during the running
October-December quar-
ter, SteelMint said "the
production is expected to
increase in the quarter as

mills have resumed pro-
duction after a brief main-
tenance shut down taken
in the last quarter."

According to SteelMint
exports will continue to re-
main low in the third
quarter owing to the ex-
port duty and subdued
global market because of
high energy cost and infla-
tion. On May 21, the gov-
ernment hiked the duty on
exports of iron ore by up
to 50 per cent and for a few
steel intermediaries to 15
per cent.

India steel output up 2.5 pc
at 30 MT in Jul-Sep

Zoya presents
‘Beyond–A

Boundless Journey’
Mumbai, Oct 09: 

This season Zoya, the exquisite

diamond boutique from the

House of Tata, presents its most

elevated expression of design,

with its newest offering

Beyond—A Boundless Journey.

This magnificent collection cap-

tures the essence of a woman’s

journey through the course of

her existence, finding inspira-

tion in the glory of the Indus.

The narrative celebrates the

feminine spirit as a force of

nature drawing an analogy from

the passage of the rivers.

Statement pieces are set apart

by purity of form and graphic

lines to create an imperial look

with an exceptional combina-

tion of stones to present a con-

temporary collection of timeless

classics. Beyond was introduced

by celebrated designer Gauri

Khan. She was joined by Ajoy

Chawla, CEO Jewellery Division,

Titan and Amanpreet Ahluwalia,

Head of Business, Zoya.

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

Hyundai Motor India Ltd
recorded a 55 per cent rise in
its profit after tax at Rs
2,861.77 crore in the fiscal
ended March 31, 2022, its
highest in four years, ac-
cording to financial data ac-
cessed by business intelli-
gence platform Tofler.

The company, which is an
unlisted entity, had posted a
profit after tax (PAT) of Rs
1,847.16 crore in 2020-21,
down from Rs 2,355 crore
that it had recorded in 2019-
20. The previous highest
PAT of Hyundai Motor
India Ltd (HMIL) was at Rs
2,581.73 crore in 2018-19.

In the fiscal ended March
31, 2018 the company had
posted a PAT of Rs 2,124.17
crore, according to the data
by Tofler.

In terms of operating rev-
enue, it was also the highest
in four years at Rs 47,042.79

crore in FY22, as compared
to Rs 40,674.01 crore in FY21.

The Indian arm of South
Korean auto major had post-
ed an operating revenue of
Rs 42,978.63 crore in the fis-
cal ended March 31, 2020. In
2018-19, the company regis-
tered its highest operating
revenue at Rs 43,258.09 crore.

For the fiscal ended
March 31, 2018 the operating
revenue of company, which
sells a range of vehicles in-
cluding popular SUVs Creta

and Venue along with hatch-
back and sedans such as
Grandi10 NIOS, i20 and
Verna, was at Rs 39,208.9
crore, as per Tofler data.

In terms of domestic sales
volumes, according to the
Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) data, HMIL had sold
4,81,500 units in 2021-22. Its
domestic sales volumes
were at 4,71,535 units and
4,85,309 units in FY21 and
FY20 respectively.

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

Private equity (PE) in-
vestment in real estate in-
creased 40 per cent during
the April-September peri-
od of this fiscal to USD 2.8
billion, with a huge inflow
coming from foreign funds
especially in office assets,
says a report.

According to the
Anarock report, PE invest-
ment stood at USD 2 bil-
lion in the corresponding
period of the last financial
year. "Investor confidence
in Indian real estate is in-
creasing steadily as a re-
flection of improvement
in the Indian economy and
state of real estate indus-
try," said Shobhit Agarwal,
MD & CEO of Anarock
Capital, which is part of
real estate consultant
Anarock. As per the re-
port, investments by for-
eign investors contributed
around 78 per cent to the

total inflow in the first half
of this fiscal, reflecting
their strong confidence in
Indian real estate.

Domestic investments
increased by 45 per cent
while foreign investments
rose by 36 per cent of the
total capital inflows in
April-September of 2022-23,
compared to the year-ago
period. Top 10 deals ac-
counted for 86 per cent of
the total value of PE invest-
ments in the first six
months of this fiscal, as
compared to 80 per cent in
the first half of FY'22.

Among various asset
classes of the real estate
sector, Agarwal said the de-
mand in the office market
has seen a "meaningful re-
covery". The PE invest-
ments in office assets stood
at USD 1,862 million during
April-September of this fis-
cal -- almost equivalent to
the investment in the
whole last financial year.

PE investment in real estate up
40 pc in Apr-Sep to USD 2.8 bn

Hyundai Motor India posts highest
PAT in 4 years at Rs 2,861.77 cr in FY22

FPIs invest 
Rs 2,400 cr in

Indian equities in
first week of Oct

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

After withdrawing over
Rs 7,600 crore last month,
foreign investors have re-
sumed buying Indian
stocks and have invested
more than Rs 2,400 crore
in the domestic equity
markets in the first week
of October.

FPI flow is expected to
remain volatile in the com-
ing months on a slew of
global and domestic fac-
tors, experts said.

"The fall in job openings
in the US and lower-than-
expected rate hike by the
Australian central bank
imbibed hope among in-
vestors that global rates
may peak soon. However,
till then it seems FPI flows
will remain volatile in the
coming months," said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head-
Equity Research (Retail) at
Kotak Securities.

Ankita Lokhande talks about her
friendship with Shraddha Arya

'P
avitra Rishta' fame Ankita
Lokhande shared how she
and 'Kundali Bhagya' ac-

tress Shraddha Arya became
friends when she came to Mumbai.

Ankita revealed that they always
stay in touch and that she was very
excited to perform with her during
the 'Zee Rishtey Awards' ceremony.

Ankita said: "While the dance
went wonderful, I had the most
amazing time during the re-
hearsals for this act with
Shraddha. I must mention today
that my career kickstarted after
'India's Best Cinestar Ki Khoj', and
she was also a part of the same
show with me back then."

The actress, who was seen in

'Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 4', 'Ek Thi
Nayika', 'Smart Jodi' and has also
acted in movies such as 'Baaghi 3'
and 'Manikarnika: The Queen
of Jhansi', further said that
Shraddha was her first
friend when she came to
Mumbai.

"In fact, Shraddha
(Arya) was my first
friend when I came to
Mumbai and today, we
performed a beautiful act
for such an amazing mile-
stone. I feel life has come
full circle and we hope the
viewers love our perform-
ance." 'Zee Rishtey Awards'
airs on Zee TV.

ACROSS

1. Experiment

5. Pop

9. Walk heavily

14. Speed contest

15. Outlet

16. "Star Wars", e.g.

17. Penance

19. Contract negotiator

20. Sure

21. Hawaiian ____

23. Ringlet

24. Unwritten

25. Leveled

28. Pant

32. Rose Bowl city

36. Soothing plant

37. Slick

38. To the point

41. Suffer defeat

42. Cleveland's waterfront

43. Phone company employee

45. Recipe units (abbr.)

46. Franklin ____ Roosevelt

48. Twofold

49. Harry Potter's skill

54. Ball-shaped objects

58. Mother-of-pearl source

60. Unsophisticated

61. Big, hairy spider

63. Assistants

64. Malicious

65. Fruit drinks

66. Printing ____

67. Not imaginary

68. Evaluate

DOWN

1. Digestive ____

2. Consumer

3. Tally

4. Camp shelters

5. 18-wheeler

6. Beasts of burden

7. Noise

8. Clothing

9. Little

10. Roman garment

11. Toaster ____

12. Obey

13. Household animals

18. Comforted

22. Cheerless

24. Enjoying continual success (3 wds.)

26. Animal doc

27. Compass reading (abbr.)

28. Party

29. Great deal (2 wds.)

30. Middling (hyph.)

31. Look narrowly

32. Verse writer

33. Televises

34. Slide

35. Affirmative votes

39. Health club

40. Poet's "yet"

44. Caesar, e.g.

46. Expected

47. Spring holiday

48. Garb

50. Communion table

51. Cheese type

52. Small bay

53. Desist

54. Crisp cookie

55. Two of a kind

56. Stash away

57. December 24 and 31

58. Diva's solo

59. Lucille ____

62. Address abbr.
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A temporary separation from your
romantic partner could have you agi-
tated, Aquarius. Are you worried that
your friend has forgotten you? This is
probably an overreaction, but your
insecurities are getting the better of
you. Find a distraction. Have faith.
Phone calls from your friend should
prove reassuring. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Are things getting a little bit crazy,
Pisces? Too many tasks and too many
people vying for your attention could have
your nerves stretched as taut as violin
strings. Try to get outside for a while.
Treat yourself to a nice takeout lunch or
do a little online shopping. Take a good
long nap. Whatever seems so urgent isn't
worth sacrificing your peace of mind. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A rush of creative inspiration could take
you temporarily away from your social life
today, Aries. At some point you could be
working as if there were no tomorrow,
perhaps worrying that you will forget it if
you don't get it all down now. It's no use
telling you to slow down. Be sure to keep
sufficient snacks on hand and do take
occasional breaks. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A small impromptu party may take place
at your house today when some unexpect-
ed but welcome visitors turn up at your
door. Follow current protocol. Expect the
conversation to alternate between lots of
laughs and discussion of some pretty seri-
ous subjects. The gathering could contin-
ue well into the night if you let it, but don't
let it continue past the point of enjoyment. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Is a new neighbor moving in nearby,
Gemini? This person could come from a
very interesting locale, so you might
want to get to know him or her. Don't
expect to be able to do this today. This
person may be in and out throughout the
afternoon and too busy with settling in.
Drop some cookies off some time over
the next few days, however. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Have you been spending too much lately,
Cancer? Today you could be feeling the
effects of it. You may have to wait to
make a purchase that you've wanted for a
long time, and this could be frustrating.
Don't worry about it, though. You will get
through this unscathed, and the item will
still be in the store when you have money
again. Relax.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Your sweetheart may seem upset today
and unlikely to want to talk about it, Leo.
This could prove frustrating for you since
you don't like to be kept in the dark. Take
care to avoid giving in to the temptation to
push. This won't make your partner any
more likely to share, and it could drive a
wedge between you.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Vague aches and pains could have you feel-
ing a little under the weather, Virgo. You
may not be able to discern why you have
these pains, since there's no apparent rea-
son. Don't assume the worst. Your condi-
tion is probably just due to a little intensi-
fied nerve strain and extra stress. Take it
easy and relax today. Go back to your usual
routine tomorrow.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Expect some delays, upsets, and unex-
pected turns when it comes to romance
today, Libra. Jealousy may rear its ugly
head, as you may at some point get the
impression that your beloved is noticing
someone else. Bear in mind that there's a
strong chance that these impressions are
illusory, and that the truth may be totally
different from the way things seem. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Changes may be taking place on the
home front, Scorpio, perhaps unexpected
repairs or someone moving in or out. Your
household could seem frenetic and disor-
ganized until the dust settles, which does-
n't sit well with your love of peace and
quiet. Whatever needs to be done is best
accomplished one step at a time, with
your mind focused on the results.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

An unexpected and perhaps not alto-
gether welcome call could come your
way today, Sagittarius. It could come
from someone you don't particularly
care for or someone who has some dis-
concerting news to report. Whichever
it is, you will probably just have to deal
with it. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Worries about money that may have preoc-
cupied you for the past day or so could
prove unfounded, Capricorn. This should
come as a real relief to you, although it may
be difficult to grasp at first. Your mind is
still getting in the way of accepting it. Go
over your correspondence and bank records
as many times as you want. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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U
sing wittiness with
emotional intelli-
gence, Sony SAB's

cop drama 'Maddam Sir'
knows how to keep the au-
dience at the edge of their
seats. The show has re-
ceived immense love and
unwavering support from
the audience and has a
huge surprise in store for
the viewers. Audience will
soon witness three new
entries in the show. Yes,
you heard it right!

‘Maddam Sir’ will be in-
troducing three new char-

acters in its upcoming
track. These will be played
by talented actress
Rachana Parulkkar,
Praachi Bohra, and veter-
an actress Sulbha Aarya
and their entry will bring
a major twist in the show.
The upcoming tracks fea-
ture lady cops Haseena
Malik, Karishma Singh,
Santosh and Pushpa in a
face off against Chingari
Gang - a female vigilante
group including Rachana,
Prachi and Sulbha who
mete out justice in their

own unique style.
While sharing her ex-

citement about being
roped in in the show
Rachana Parulkkar said,
“I’m thrilled to be a part of
the popular show
Maddam Sir. I have always
tried to play versatile
characters in my career so
far and this strong charac-
ter from the show will be a
great addition to the list.
We recently shot the
promo and I’m sure that
this track will thoroughly
entertain the viewers."

Praachi Bohra added, “I
choose my work opportu-
nities with utmost care,
and I was instantly drawn
to the story of 'Maddam
Sir' when I first heard it.
It's always fun to work on
a well-written show, and
kudos to the production
house, directors and writ-
ers for it. As for my char-
acter, I can only say that it
is going to be extremely in-
teresting and edgy. I have
never played such a pow-
erful character before and
I’m really looking forward
to viewers enjoying my
new performance.”

Veteran actress Sulbha
Aarya commented, “I am
looking forward to this
role in ‘Maddam Sir’
where I play a character
that viewers have never
seen me playing before.
The look of these charac-
ters will also be very
unique, and they will
bring in unmissable
twists and turns in the
show. Viewers will surely
love this gang and wel-
come all of us with open
arms”Watch the Chingari
Gang in action, tune into
'Maddam Sir' every
Monday to Saturday at
10:00 pm, only on Sony
SAB!

Rachana, Praachi and Sulbha to enter
as ‘Chingari Gang’ in ‘Maddam Sir’

V
oot is all set to
bring the Bigg
Boss living room

to life with a twist this
season with the launch of
Bigg Buzz with a com-
pletely new format. The
show will showcase a fic-
tional family interacting,
and playing games with
the evicted and previous
season's BB contestants.
Bigg Boss contestants,
giving the audience unfil-
tered opinions and an ex-
clusive scoop of Bigg
Boss with adorable char-
acters.

This week's special
guest will be none other
than Rakhi Sawant, the
biggest BB entertainer.
During the shoot Rakhi
was missing her
boyfriend Adil Khan
Durrani as he was in
Dubai, to make sure he

doesn’t miss out on the
fun she video-called him
on the sets of Bigg Buzz
so he could be present
with her at least virtually,
isn’t that cute? Talking
about the same, Rakhi
Mentioned, “I was miss-
ing him a lot during the
shoot and since he’s in
Dubai I couldn't bring
him with me to the set.
He has always been
around while I’m shoot-
ing, this time he wasn't so
I decided to video call him
and also make him meet
my friends Krushna and
Kashmera on the set of
Bigg Buzz.” Gear up for
unlimited entertainment
with Rakhi Sawant,
Krushna, and his mad
family every Sunday on
Bigg Buzz, exclusively on
Voot from 9th October
2022.

Whom did Rakhi Sawant
miss on Krushna Abhishek’s

Bigg Buzz show?

F
rom being an actor,
director to producer,
Ajay Devgn is known

for donning multiple hats.
In 2008, he directed and
produced 'U Me Aur Hum',
he also produced and acted
in 'Raju Chacha' and in
2022 he directed 'Runway
34' which is inspired from
an incident of a flight from
Doha to Kochi in 2015.

Ajay shared that having
grown up on film sets (his
father Veeru is a renowned
action director) has armed
him up with various skills
of filmmaking.

The actor said: "I have
grown up on film sets,
from assisting to handling
the camera, from editing to
taking up small tasks on
the sets. These experiences
have contributed to the
kind of artiste I have
transformed into today. As
an actor, I've always liked
the challenges."

'Runway 34' is a riveting
story of aviation clubbed
with courtroom drama.
Along with Ajay, it features
Rakul Preet Singh and
Amitabh Bachchan.

Ajay further shared
what he liked about the
film: "Exploring some-
thing new interests me a
lot. This genre, aviation
drama, is fairly new in the
country and it's a genre

that I really enjoy. The
script has a lot of drama,
thrill, emotion and sus-
pense. In order for audi-
ences to experience the sit-
uations with us, every-
thing had to feel real, the
aircraft, the cast, the envi-
ronment."

"I think reality will grip
the audience the minute
they set eyes on their
screens", he added.

Briefing about her char-
acter, Rakul added: "My
character plays the first of-
ficer in the film, who is
stuck in a conflict which
adds to the drama of the
film. This marks a mile-
stone in my career as it
was a unique role and very
challenging at the same
time."

"Through the whole
process Ajay Devgn truly
inspired me because of the
way he juggled his roles as
an actor, director and pro-
ducer on the set. And top of
all, collaborating with
Amitabh Bachchan was
like a dream come true.
Being on the same set as
him really allowed me to
learn so much," concluded
Rakul sharing how it was
to share screen with Big B
and Ajay. 'Runway 34' will
have its world television
premiere on Zee Cinema
on Saturday, 8 p.m. IST.

Ajay Devgn: Growing up
on film sets has made

me the artiste I’m today

B
ollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut's
upcoming film

'Tejas', in which she stars
as a fighter pilot, is cur-
rently in the midst of
tricky sequences. But,
the film will be mostly re-
leased by mid summer of
2023.

Aircraft dog fights se-
quences and the VFX are
consuming the most of
the time. However, the
film looks set to release
by next mid year. A
source close to the devel-
opment revealed.

"The team is excited to
present world class air
combat sequences.
Director Survesh
Mewara is leaving no
stone unturned and

working day and night to
execute the VFX perfect-
ly for the next summer
release", the source men-
tioned.

Wishing everyone on
the Indian Air Force Day
on Saturday, Kangana too
shared greetings for all
our air warriors in the
story section of her
Instagram.

Meanwhile, the actress
is busy with the shoot of
her next directorial
'Emergency'. The film
sees her as former Indian
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. Apart from fea-
turing in the film,
Kangana is also directing
and producing it under
her banner Manikarnika
films.

Kangana
Ranaut’s ‘Tejas’ to
drop in theatres

by mid 2023

Shraddha Srinath’s Singapore

holiday was a thrilling ride
Actress Shraddha Srinath, who has been a

part of some critically acclaimed films in
Tamil and Telugu cinema, has had a gala time

during a holiday in Singapore. Sharing pic-
tures from her Singapore dump on her
social media, the actress wrote: "Went to
an amusement park after what felt like a
100 years. Jolly. Went on the mummy ride
and screamed out "mummmy" and
instantly realised the humour in it." Adding

further, she wrote about her culinary expe-
rience: "Went for a very nice Peranakan cui-

sine dinner. Exquisite. Ate so much street food.
Tried a bite of Durian mousse too. I've now joined

the anti-durian forces."She also attended the grand prix
and her share of 'oops missed something at home' as she revealed:
"Went for three days of the grand prix. Unforgettable. It was hot and
a lot of beer was consumed. I forgot my sunglasses back in India so
I had to buy an overpriced merch cap and picked the F1 logo cap
because that's as non-committal as it gets (sic)."
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Perth, Oct 09 (AP):

England produced some
impressive late bowling to
beat Australia by eight
runs Sunday in the first of
the teams' three warmup
matches ahead of this
month's T20 World Cup.

Put into bat, England
made 208-6 after an open-
ing partnership of 132 be-
tween Alex Hales (84) and
Jos Buttler (68) to leave
Australia needing to
achieve a record T20 run
chase by any team against
the English. Australia was
on course to do it, getting
to 158-3 midway through
the 15th over when Marcus
Stoinis (35) and Tim David
(0) fell in the space of four
balls from Mark Wood.
Then Wood, off the final
ball of his four overs,
snagged David Warner for
a team-high 73 as the open-
er holed out to Hales in the
deep. The match was in the
balance but England took
three wickets in the last
eight balls of the chase to
get home in Perth, with
Australia finishing on 200-
9. Wood had 3-34 and Sam
Curran 2-35. Buttler hadn't
played since injuring his
calf in August while Ben
Stokes, who scored 9, re-
turned to England's T20
team for the first time
since July 2021. Steve

Smith was among six big
names missing the match
for Australia. The home
side also rested Adam
Zampa, Mitchell Starc,

Josh Hazlewood, Pat
Cummins and Glenn
Maxwell. The teams will
play again in Canberra on
Wednesday and Friday.

England beats
Australia by 8 runs in

T2O WC warmup match

England Jos Buttler (L) and Mark Wood celebrate the dismissal of
Australia's Tim David during the first cricket match of the
Twenty20 series between Australia and England at Optus Stadium
in Perth on October 9.

Christchurch, Oct 09 (AP):

Captain Kane
Williamson and opener
Devon Conway shared an
85-run partnership for the
second wicket that helped
steer New Zealand to an
eight-wicket win over
Bangladesh Sunday at the
New Zealand Twenty20
Tri-Series.

Conway struck his third
T20 half century from 36
balls and eventually car-
ried his bat for 70 from 51
while Williamson strug-
gled at times with the pace
of the wicket and made 30
from 29 balls as New
Zealand chased down
Bangladesh's 137-8 with 13
balls to spare.

After two rounds
Pakistan has two wins,
New Zealand has a win
and a loss and Bangladesh
two losses in the tourna-
ment that is a warm-up for
the T20 World Cup that be-
gins in Australia later this
month. The next match is
between New Zealand and
Pakistan on Tuesday.

New Zealand reversed
the strategy of its match
against Pakistan on
Saturday that it lost by six
wickets after batting first.
Williamson decided to
bowl first and the tactic
worked as the Bangladesh
bowlers struggled to con-
tain New Zealand on a

slow, low pitch in a match
played in cold conditions.

"We had a really good
first half and some really
good partnerships in the
second half to get across
the line," Williamson said.
"Our spinners were out-
standing throughout the
first 20 and the seamers
complemented them really
well." The Bangladesh in-
nings began reasonably
and it reached 30-1 after
five offers.

Spinners Ish Sodhi and
Michael Bracewell man-

aged to slam on the brakes
in conditions that suited
the slower bowlers.
Playing forceful shots was
difficult as the ball held in
the wicket and kept low
and Bangladesh lost wick-
ets as it tried to lift its run
rate.

After 10 overs it was 63-
3 and slumped to 88-5 after
15 overs, faced with the
prospect of presenting
New Zealand with a com-
fortable run chase.

Nurul Hasan came to
his team's rescue with an

unbeaten 25 from 12 balls
as Bangladesh took 27
runs from the last two
overs. Bracewell finished
with 2-14 from his four
overs.

"We've got a pretty tight-
knit group of spinners
there and we like to share
our ideas," Bracewell
said. "I've been able to
pick their brains for the
last few months.
"Whenever I can con-
tribute in either facet and
I just embrace that with
open arms."

New Zealand beats
Bangladesh by 8 wickets

in NZ Tri-Series

New Zealand's Trent Boult (2nd L) celebrates the wicket of Bangladesh's Afif Hossain with 
teammates during the third cricket match between New Zealand and Bangladesh of the Twenty20 
tri-series at Hagley Oval in Christchurch on October 9.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 09 (PTI):

India are clearly one of
the underdogs of the FIFA
women's U-17 World Cup
beginning on Tuesday, but
head coach Thomas
Dennerby on Sunday said
that the hosts have noth-
ing to lose and they are
ready for the age-group
showpiece.

India begin their cam-
paign against USA at the
Kalinga Stadium here on
Tuesday and Dennerby
said it is time the team
shows that it can compete
against the best in the
world.

"It's not only about the
result now. It's about the
performance to show that
Indian girls can play foot-
ball. But of course, inside
the group, we have our
own goals, and we are
ready to fight for them,"
Dennerby said.

"Against the USA,
Brazil or Morocco, we are
determined to earn points
and score goals. And we're
going to show to the
Indian fans that we have a
good team."

Sylhet, Oct 09 (PTI):

With a semifinal berth
already sealed, India will
look to continue experi-
menting with their play-
ing XI when they take on a
plucky Thailand in the
Women's Asia Cup here on
Monday.

India have fielded a dif-
ferent playing XI in all
their matches in the tour-
nament so far in order to
give the fringe players
time in the middle ahead
of the T20 World Cup next
year.

The batting order has
also been continuously re-
jigged with skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur drop-
ping down to number
seven against Pakistan.
And while the move didn't
work as the new-look mid-
dle order crumbled under
pressure, the team has
continued to give game
time to its fringe players.

However, after an under-
whelming display that led

to their first loss in six
years to arch-rivals
Pakistan, the 'Women in
Blue' came back strongly
in all three departments to
thrash defending champi-
ons and host Bangladesh.

India are performing as
a cohesive unit, the bowl-

ing department has been
consistent all throughout
the tournament while the
batters have also played
their part. The biggest pos-
itive will be the flamboy-
ant Shafali Verma's return
to form. The young opener
struck a much-needed fifty

in the previous match
which would have done
wonders to her confidence.

Smriti Mandhana too
got some runs under her
belt as the tournament en-
ters the business end.
Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur was rested in the last
match due to a niggle and
it remains to be seen if she
makes a comeback for the
team's last group game.

Jemimah Rodirgues,
who is returning from in-
jury, is having a stellar
tournament and is the
leading run scorer.

Deepti Sharma has
shone with both bat and
ball. The spin all-rounder
is the leading wicket-taker
alongside Rumana Ahmed
of Bangladesh and
Thailand's T Putthawong.
All three have eight scalps
each. Richa Ghosh has
made a strong case for her
inclusion in the T20 squad
and the young wicketkeep-
er will look to continue in
the same vein.

Experimental India to face plucky
Thailand in Women’s Asia Cup

Brisbane, Oct 09 (PTI):

He has enjoyed a lot of
success in his short inter-
national career, but star
India batter Suryakumar
Yadav believes following
his process and routine
will be key to a good cam-
paign in his maiden T20
World Cup outing in
Australia.

Since making his T20I
debut in March last year,
Suryakumar has evolved
as one of the most destruc-
tive batters in the format
and has risen to the No.2
spot in the ICC T20I rank-

ings. "I was really looking
forward to come here and
attend the first practice
session, go on the field,
have a run, have a feel how

its like here. The first net
session was also really
amazing, just wanted
to see how the pace of

the wicket is,
how the bounce
is," the 32-year-
old said in a

video posted by
the BCCI. Suryakumar had
his first practice session
Down Under here on
Sunday, and the batter said
his main focus going into
the nets was to judge the
conditions. "Started a little
slow. Obviously, there were
some butterflies in my
stomach and lot of excite-
ment as well but at the
same time you need to look
for ways to blend with the
atmosphere and pick at the
right time. I am just assess-
ing that right now.

"Excitement is there but
at the same time you need
to follow your process and
routine as well," he said.

Need to follow process and
routine for success: SKY

Ostrava, Oct 09 (AP):

No. 1-ranked Iga Swiatek
became the first WTA Tour play-
er since 2017 to achieve 60 wins
in a calendar year when she
reached yet another final in the
Czech Republic.
It wasn't easy at the Agel Open.
Swiatek was second best to
Ekaterina Alexandrova in win-
ners and service breaks but pre-
vailed 7-6 (5), 2-6, 6-4 in a 2 1/2-
hour semifinal. Her eighth final
of the year she's undefeated is
against home favorite Barbora
Krejcikova, the first Czech to
make the Ostrava final in its
three-year history. Former

French Open champion
Krejcikova thrilled the specta-
tors with a comeback win
against Wimbledon champion
Elena Rybakina by 3-6, 7-6 (4),
6-4 in 2 hours, 21 minutes.
Swiatek and Alexandrova could-
n't break each other in their first
set but the Pole held her nerve
better in the tiebreak.  lexandro-
va, at a career-high 21st ranking,
got the first break of the match
and the second to lead 5-0 in the
second set and even the score.
At 3-3 in the decider, Swiatek
broke to love for 4-3 and held for
her 60th win of the year, the
first to the mark since Caroline
Wozniacki in 2017.

Swiatek and home favorite
Krejcikova in Ostrava final

Madrid, Oct 09 (AP):

The wife of Rafael Nadal has
given birth to the couple's first
child, Spanish media reported
on Saturday. The Diario de
Mallorca and other Spanish
media said Mery Perell ,
Nadal's wife, gave birth to a
baby boy in a clinic on the
island of Mallorca where they
live. Nadal and Perell were
married in 2019 after dating
for many years. Nadal's public
relations firm said it would not
comment on his personal
affairs, when asked by The
Associated Press. Nadal's wel-
come to the world of father-
hood came two weeks after his
emotional farewell to friend
and rival Roger Federer during
his last match. The 36-year-old
Nadal has won a men's record
22 Grand Slam titles. 

Paris, Oct 09 (AP):

Ten-man Paris Saint-
Germain extended its lead
of the French league to
three points and stayed un-
defeated after drawing
with Reims 0-0.

The defending champi-
on was short-handed from
the 41st minute after
Sergio Ramos was sent off
for dissent.

"I will talk with the play-
ers because a lot of games
are coming up and we
need the maximum num-
ber of players," PSG coach
Christophe Galtier said.
"Missing games because of
stupid suspensions and
stupid bookings, we must
fix that."

PSG looked disjointed
and pedestrian after mak-
ing five changes to the side
that drew with Benfica in
the Champions League on
Wednesday. Neymar,
Vitinha and Achraf
Hakimi were reserves
while Lionel Messi was
rested after a calf knock
against Benfica.

Reims created problems
by pressing high up the
pitch and had the better

chances in the first half.
Zimbabwe midfielder
Marshall Munetsi forced
goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma into a div-

ing save with a shot on the
turn in the 35th. Kosovo
winger Arber Zeneli was a
thorn in the side of PSG.
He made a cross for Alexis

Flips, whose sliding effort
was blocked by Danilo in
the ninth minute. Zeneli
nutmegged Fabian Ruiz to
fire an angled strike that
Donnarumma parried in
the 52nd. Despite a
mediocre performance,
PSG nearly won.

Kylian Mbappe curled a
shot that goalkeeper
Yehvann Diouf saved by
making himself big in the
33rd. Mbappe and Neymar
lost their nerve in stop-
page time when they were
booked for fouls.

Meanwhile, Dimitri
Payet's milestone goal
couldn't stop Marseille los-
ing its unbeaten record in
the league to lowly Ajaccio
by 2-1. The French play-
maker notched his 100th
league goal with the open-
er from the penalty spot in
the 15th after Ajaccio de-
fender Cedric Avinel han-
dled the ball.

Payet celebrated the
milestone by displaying a
shirt that read "You are
my 100. I love you
Marseille" with a pun on
the number 100 which
sounds like blood in
French.

India head coach
Dennerby says

team ready for FIFA
U-17 Women's

World Cup

Newly renovated Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar,

Sunday, Oct. 9.

10-man PSG extends lead of Ligue 1 to 3 points

Paris Saint-Germain's Spanish midfielder Carlos Soler (L) fights for
the ball with Reims' French forward Alexis Flips during the French L1
football match between Stade de Reims and Paris Saint-Germain
(PSG) at Stade Auguste-Delaune in Reims, northern France.

Nadal’s wife
gives birth
to baby boy

Astana, Oct 09 (AP):

Novak Djokovic sur-
vived a second-set tiebreak-
er in the Astana Open
semifinals and shortly
after his opponent Daniil
Medvedev retired with a
leg injury. Djokovic ad-
vanced at 4-6, 7-6 (6). He will
play third-seeded Stefanos
Tsitsipas in Sunday's final.

"I really hope that his in-
jury is nothing too seri-
ous," Djokovic said. "I
know Daniil, he's a great
guy, he's a fighter, he's a big
competitor. . . . He told me
that he pulled an adductor
muscle in his leg.

"It was such a close
match, particularly in the
second set. I would proba-
bly say he was a better
player on the court in both
sets. I was fighting and try-
ing to find a way. I found a
way to win the second, but
I'm just sad for the tourna-
ment and for these people
who were enjoying the bat-
tle, and for Daniil that it
had to end this way."

Going in to the match,

Medvedev had a 4-6 win-
loss record against
Djokovic, and they hadn't
met since last November in
the Paris final, where
Djokovic won in three sets.
In the other semifinal,
Tsitsipas rallied to beat
fifth-seeded Andrey Rublev
4-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Rublev won the first set
after saving three break
points. Tsitsipas broke in
the 10th game of the sec-
ond to level the set score.
He was more aggressive
the longer the match went,
and far more decisive than

Rublev in the decider.
"My mentality kind of

changed," Tsitsipas said. "I
played with more of an ag-
gressive game style and
didn't have anything by
luck. I was conscious of
every single decision I was
trying to follow and exe-
cute and those service
games worked out pretty
well. They kept me in the
game and gave me that
hope." He will be going for
his third title of the year,
after Monte Carlo and
Mallorca, in his sixth final
of the season.

Djokovic into Astana final
after Medvedev retires
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Volunteers and women doctors participate in the pink-walk for awareness against breast cancer, in Patna,
Sunday.
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New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

The RJD on Sunday
said the Opposition has
started to come together
in several parts of the
country and the BJP’s
journey from two to 303
seats will start reversing
from 2024 as a collective al-
ternative would trump the
“self-centred” politics of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s rule.

The assertion was made
by the party after a meet-
ing of its national execu-
tive that was attended by
the top brass including
RJD chief Lalu Prasad

and Bihar deputy chief
minister Tejashwi Yadav.

However, RJD’s Bihar
unit chief Jagdanand
Singh, who is said to be
upset with the party ever
since his son Sudhakar

Singh was forced to resign
from the Nitish Kumar
government, skipped the
meeting, fuelling talk of
changes in the party or-
ganisation in the state.

Sudhakar Singh attend-
ed the meeting but did not
answer queries as to why
his father had stayed away.

Asked about Jagdanand
Singh’s absence, senior
party leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Manoj Jha said
he has close ties with the
party’s top leadership and
his absence on Sunday
cannot undermine the fact
of his constant presence
over the years. “He
(Singh) may not have
come due to certain rea-
sons.

‘BJP’s journey from 2 to 303
seats will start reversing’

RJD MP Manoj Jha 
addresses the media after

the party’s national 
executive meeting, in New

Delhi, Sunday. 

 From 2024

SHAH TO CMs

‘Ensure financial 

discipline of N-E states’

Guwahati, Oct 09 (PTI):
Financial discipline of
Northeastern states is es-
sential to make the Indian
economy the second
largest in the world, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Sunday.

Addressing the 70th ple-
nary session of the North
Eastern Council (NEC)
here, Shah said insur-
gency, lack of connectivity
and failure of previous
governments to focus on
Northeast hampered the
region’s development for
decades.

“Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment tried to understand
the core problems and
evolved ways to perma-
nently solve the issues to
take the region to the path
of development,” he said.

Lucknow, Oct 09 (PTI):
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) Chief Mayawati on
Sunday said that
“Bahujan Samaj” has got
tired of demanding its
constitutional and legal
rights and now they have
to join the campaign to be-
come “Hukmran Samaj”
(ruler society).

Mayawati made a series
of tweets on the death an-
niversary of party founder
Kanshiram and called on
her followers to seek
power.

“Bahujan Samaj has got
tired of demanding its
constitutional and legal
rights in the 75 years after
Independence. Now they
will have to join the cam-
paign to become
‘Hukmran Samaj’ with full
force. “Any next election in

UP can be your test, in
which success can prove to
be a new ray of hope,”

Mayawati said in a tweet
in Hindi. She went on to
call “power” a “master
key” which can open all
doors of progress.

“That is why this cam-
paign must continue at all
costs. This is today’s mes-
sage and this work has to
be done with determina-
tion,” she said.

Mayawati paid her trib-
utes to Kanshiram for
making “Bahujan Samaj a
political power” and a
“ruling community” in
UP. “I pay respect and
homage to founder of
BAMCEF, DS4, and
Bahujan Samaj Party
Manyavar Shri Kanshi
Ram ji, on his death an-
niversary. Heartfelt thanks
to all his followers who are
paying respect to him,”
she added.

Mayawati’s Call To Bahujan Samaj

Time has come to become ‘ruler society’

BSP supremo Mayawati
with party leaders arrives

to pay tributes to party
founder Kanshi Ram on his

death anniversary 
at the party office in
Lucknow, Sunday. 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  0099  ((PPTTII))::

After suffering a huge loss
in his real estate business in
2010, Pallav Gautam (name
changed), then aged 62,
slipped into a spiral of irritabil-
ity, disturbed sleep, and bouts
of anger while his family
unsuccessfully tried to make
sense of his behaviour.

Every time his wife Shanti
(name changed) and children
tried to persuade him to see a
doctor, he would say, “Do you
think I am crazy?”

Soon Gautam, a resident of
Uttar Pradesh’s Noida, became
unusually quiet. “He refused to
see a doctor and then suddenly
one day he became unusually
calm and stopped talking to
anyone. It was very disturbing
to see him like that. “Later, we

managed to take him to a doc-
tor,” Shanti told PTI. Gautam’s
family took him to Delhi’s
National Institute of Mental
Health and Neurosciences
(NIMHANS), where he was
diagnosed with bipolar disor-
der and prescribed medication.

According to experts,
Gautam’s is not an isolated
case and the elderly in many
Indian households suffering
from mental health issues are
living in denial. Refusal to
acknowledge mental illness is
a major issue, more prevalent
among the elderly than young-
sters, senior psychiatric con-
sultant Dr Dharmendra Singh
told PTI on the eve of World
Mental Health Day on Sunday.
“There are several reasons as
to why people don’t want to
accept their mental illness,

including dependence on rela-
tives, social stigma and finan-
cial condition,” he said.
Suggestions from family mem-
bers as regards treatment for
mental health issues are often
met with angry responses from
the elderly, he said.

The National Mental Health
Survey (NMHS) 2015-16, found
that older adults had a higher
lifetime (6.93 per cent) and
current (3.53 per cent) preva-
lence of depressive disorders
as compared to younger adults
(4.96 per cent and 2.54 per
cent). The NMHS report also
pointed to the huge burden of
mental health problems. While
nearly 150 million Indians
needed mental healthcare
services, less than 30 million
were seeking care, the report
said.

EXPERTS OPINE

‘Greater awareness, overcoming stigma of
mental illness must for well-being of elderly’

Mehbooba lauds
Rahul for Bharat

Jodo Yatra’
Jammu: PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti on Sunday laud-
ed Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
for his ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ and
said the people need to support
him as he is fighting to safeguard
the country and its democratic
institutions from the onslaught of
the BJP.

The former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister also ques-
tioned the criteria for the selec-
tion of BJP leaders’ kins to head
various sports streams and asked
“does (home minister Amit
Shah’s son) Jay Shah know how
to hold a bat?”

Addressing a party convention
here, she said Rahul Gandhi is
being targeted by the BJP
because he is from the Gandhi
family which has a history of sac-
rifice for the country. “They are
defaming Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru who played a key role in
the freedom struggle, went to jail
and laid the foundations of a
strong India.

Stalin elected
again as 

DMK chief
Chennai, Oct 09 (PTI):

DMK stalwart and
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin was
unanimously elected as
party president at the
party’s general council
meeting held here on
Sunday.

In his address following
his election, Stalin asked
office-bearers to take a
vow to work towards se-
curing a landslide victory
for the party in the 2024
Lok Sabha (LS) polls and
emerge in national politics
as an unassailable force.

The party should win all
the 39 Parliamentary con-
stituencies in the state and
the lone seat in neighbour-
ing Puducherry as well, he
said.



Critical
GGuurruuggrraamm::  Samajwadi
Party founder Mulayam
Singh Yadav continues to
be critical and on lifesav-
ing drugs in the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU), Medanta
hospital in Gurugram said
on Sunday. "Mulayam
Singh Yadav ji's condition
is quite critical today and
he is on life saving drugs.
He is being treated in the
ICU of Medanta Hospital,
Gurugram, by a compre-
hensive team of special-
ists," the hospital said in
a health bulletin.

Cheated
TThhaannee:: A 54-year-old
woman teacher has been
cheated of Rs 1.97 lakh
by an unidentified person
who sent her a message
about electricity supply
disconnection, a Thane
police official said on
Sunday. She called up the
number mentioned in the
mobile phone message
containing the threat of
power supply disconnec-
tion if she did not pay her
outstanding bill, he said.

Capture
BBhhooppaall:: A tiger cub roaming
on the campus of the pres-
tigious Maulana Azad
National Institute of
Technology (MANIT) here
since the last five days was
finally photographed by
cameras set up on the
premises, a forest official
said on Sunday. The insti-
tute had moved to online
teaching mode on Thursday
for a day, after forest offi-
cials found pug marks and
confirmed the presence of
the big cat in the campus,
the official said.

Search
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The NIA con-
ducted searches at two
locations in Tamil Nadu in
a case related to two self-
radicalised Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam
supporters planning
attacks on commercial
establishments and
important leaders in the
state, an official said on
Sunday. The searches
were conducted in Salem
and Sivagangai districts
on Saturday and led to
the recovery of incrimi-
nating materials includ-
ing digital devices like
compact discs related to
LTTE, a Sri Lanka-based
banned terrorist group, a
spokesperson of the
National Investigation
Agency said.

Explosion
MMuummbbaaii:: One person was
killed and two others
injured in an explosion on
Sunday at the power sta-
tion of the Maharashtra
Power Generation
Company at Uran in Navi
Mumbai, police said.
Prima facie, the boiler
pump exploded at the gas
turbine power station of
Mahagenco in Uran,
about 48 km from
Mumbai, which triggered
a fire at around 4:15 PM,
an official said.
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Muslim devotees take part in a 
procession on the occasion of 

Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi, the birthday 
of Prophet Muhammad, near

Charminar in Hyderabad, Sunday. 
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Modhera (Guj), Oct 09 (PTI):

In the run-up to the
Assembly elections in
Gujarat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said the people of the state
have blessed him for the
last two decades and voted
for him irrespective of his
caste.

The prime minister ar-
rived in Gujarat on a
three-day visit, where he
declared Modhera in
Mehsana district as the
country's first 24x7 solar-
powered village.

Addressing a rally here,
Modi said, "People of
Gujarat have blessed me
for the last two decades
without looking at my

caste, without looking at
my political background."

Before becoming the
prime minister, Modi was
the chief minister of
Gujarat between 2001 and
2014. Assembly elections

in Gujarat are slated to be
held soon. The elections
are crucial for the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which aims to re-
tain power in PM Modi's
home state, while the

Congress hopes for a win
after remaining out of
power for 27 years in the
state. During his visit,
Modi will launch various
projects worth more than
Rs 14,600 crore.

Dhamtari, Oct 09 (PTI): 

A 65-year-old man was
trampled to death by a
wild elephant at a village
in Chhattisgarh's
Dhamtari district, a forest
official said on Sunday.

The incident took place
at Kohka village, under
Agladongri village pan-
chayat, on Saturday
evening, the official said.

The victim Mahesh
Kuldeep was killed by an
elephant when he went to
work in his paddy field, he
said.

On being alerted about
the attack, forest officials
rushed to the village and
provided an immediate re-
lief of Rs 25,000 to kin of
the deceased person. The
remaining compensation
will be disbursed later, the

officer said. Human-ele-
phant conflicts in the
northern part of the state
have been a major cause
for concern since the last
one decade and the men-
ace has spread to some dis-
tricts of the central region
over the last few years.

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

Delhi minister Rajendra
Pal Gautam on Sunday re-
signed from his post, amid
a controversy over his
presence at a religious
conversion event where
Hindu deities were al-
legedly denounced.

The BJP had attacked
him and the Aam Aadmi

Party after a video went
viral showing him attend-
ing the event on October 5
where hundreds took a
pledge to convert to
Buddhism and not consid-
er Hindu deities as gods.

He had accused the BJP
of spreading "rumours"
against him and had apol-
ogised to "anyone who has
been hurt due to such
propaganda".

In a letter shared on
Twitter, he said that he has
resigned.

"I do not want my leader
Shri Arvind Kejriwal or
the party to be in any trou-
ble because of me. I am a
true solider of the party
and I will follow the ideals
shown by Baba Saheb
Ambedkar and Gautam
Buddh throughout my en-
tire life," he said.

Mumbai, Oct 09 (PTI): 

The Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
faction has submitted to
the Election Commission
its three options of a tri-
dent, rising sun or
mashaal (burning torch)
for its poll symbol,
sources said on Sunday.

The Election
Commission had on
Saturday barred the Shiv
Sena factions led by for-
mer chief minister
Thackeray and present
Maharashtra CM Eknath
Shinde from using the
party name and its elec-
tion symbol 'bow & arrow'

in the Andheri East
Assembly bypoll sched-
uled on November 3.

In an interim order
over claims by the rival
factions for control of the
organisation, the com-
mission asked them to
suggest by Monday three
different name choices

and also as many free
symbols for allocation to
their respective groups.

A source from the
Thackeray faction said,
"The Sena has submitted
three options as an alter-
native before the Election
Commission - a trident,
rising sun or a burning
torch, also known as
mashaal in Marathi and
Hindi languages."

The Thackeray camp
has also given some op-
tions for its official name
in polls, the source said
without elaborating.

The EC's interim order
on Saturday came on the
Shinde faction's request
seeking it be allocated the
symbol as the Andheri
East assembly bypoll is
approaching.

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

BJP president J P Nadda
is likely to continue at the
helm at least till the 2024
Lok Sabha polls as the party
top brass believes that a
sense of organisational con-
tinuity will help it in a
string of key assembly polls
in the coming months be-
fore the general election.

Nadda's three-year term
will end in January next
year, and the BJP parlia-
mentary board, its apex
body, is expected to endorse
an extension for him before
that, sources said.

With organisational polls
in BJP state units yet to
start, it is obvious that he
will continue at the helm,
they noted. The party rules

stipulate that organisation-
al polls should be over in at
least half of its state units
before the election of its na-
tional president. His prede-
cessor Amit Shah also got
an extension as the party
wanted him to continue
during the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections. It was only after
the parliamentary elections
were over that the organisa-
tional polls began and
Nadda was elected unop-

posed with Shah joining the
Union Cabinet during
Narendra Modi's second
stint as the prime minister.
A Modi confidant who also
shares warm ties with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh leadership, he is seen
to have maintained the or-
ganisational momentum
and dynamism that the BJP
was infused with under his
predecessor. The low-key
and affable personality of
the Himachal Pradesh
leader (61) is seen as an
asset in terms of the BJP's
organisational functioning
and coordination that re-
quires navigating a fresh set
of challenges every now
and then, with the state poll
cycle always on the move,
party sources said.

Chandigarh, Oct 09 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu on Sunday said the
number of girl students
should be increased in tech-
nical educational institu-
tions to give more impetus
to the progress of the coun-
try.

Murmu was addressing
52nd convocation and clos-
ing ceremony of centenary
year celebrations of Punjab
Engineering College (PEC)
in Chandigarh. The presi-
dent lauded the institute
and said she was happy to
note that it has provided
many luminaries to the
country. Among its famous
alumni, she named former
Chairman of ISRO and fa-
ther of experimental fluid
dynamics research in India,
Prof Satish Dhawan, emi-

nent educationist and
founder Director of IIT-
Delhi, Prof R N Dogra and
an expert in missiles tech-
nology and strategic sys-
tems, Dr. Satish Kumar

Murmu said, Kalpana
Chawla, an alumna of
PEC's aeronautical engi-
neering department, be-
came the first woman astro-
naut of Indian origin and

created an inspiring history
of self-sacrifice for science.

Noting that Kalpana
Chawla Chair of Geospatial
Technology is established
in the institute, she said,
"The number of girl stu-
dents should be increased
in technical educational in-
stitutions to give more im-
petus to the progress of the
country."

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

A parliamentary com-
mittee has recommended
that the medium of instruc-
tion in technical and non-
technical higher education
institutes such as IITs in
Hindi-speaking states
should be Hindi and in
other parts of India their
respective local language.

It also recommended that
Hindi should be one of the
official languages of the
United Nations.

In its 11th report present-
ed to President Droupadi
Murmu last month, the
Committee of Parliament

on Official Language, head-
ed by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, recommended
that local languages should
be given preference over
English in all states.

The committee suggest-
ed that in all technical and
non-technical institutions
in the country, Hindi or
local language should be
used as the medium of in-
struction and the use of
English should be made op-
tional, sources said.

BJD leader Bhartruhari
Mahtab, who is the deputy
chairman of the commit-
tee, told PTI that the com-
mittee has framed the rec-
ommendations as per the
new National Education
Policy which suggested
that the medium of instruc-
tion should either be offi-

cial or regional languages.
The committee has sug-

gested that Hindi should be
given a respectable place in
'A' category states and it
should be used 100 per cent.

The medium of instruc-
tion in IITs, central univer-
sities and Kendriya
Vidyalayas in Hindi-speak-
ing states should be Hindi
and in other parts of India
their respective local lan-
guage, the panel recom-
mended.

Mahtab said in higher
education institutions such
as Banaras Hindu
University, Delhi
University, Jamia Millia
Islamia, Aligarh Muslim
University, Hindi is being
used only 20-30 per cent,
whereas it should be used
100 per cent.

Kanpur, Oct 09 (PTI): 

RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Sunday said
merely making laws to
help the backward is not
enough and mindsets have
to be changed to ensure
their upliftment.

Bhagwat made the re-
marks here on the occa-
sion of Valmiki Jayanti.

Addressing a gathering
at Nanarao Park here,
Bhagwat said, "The
Valmiki community is still
very weak and is lagging
behind. It has to come for-
ward. Provisions have
been made in the
Constitution. The king
(government) is looking
after implementation of
the law. Despite this, if
there is no 'apnaapan'
(sense of belongingness),
then it will not benefit
those for whom it is
meant." The Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh
sarsanghchalak said that
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
made provisions in the
Constitution for the uplift-
ment of the Scheduled
Caste and Dalit communi-
ties.

"He had said that now
the Dalits would sit with
everyone. We made this
provision. But, merely
making the provision will
not be enough. The mind-
set has to be transformed,
and an awareness has to be
brought," Bhagwat said.

‘People blessed me without
looking at my caste’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
speaks during a ceremony to

lay the foundation stone &
dedicate development works

at Modhera village in Mehsana
district, Sunday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday declared
Modhera in Gujarat's Mehsana district as India's first
24x7 solar-powered village. Addressing a rally here
after that, Modi said Modhera was known for the Sun
temple, now it will also be known as solar-powered vil-
lage. Making Modhera the country's first round-the-
clock solar-powered village involved developing a
ground-mounted solar power plant and more than
1,300 rooftop solar systems on residential and govern-
ment buildings, a government release said. Assembly
elections in the Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled Gujarat
are scheduled to be held by the end of this year.

PM unveils India’s first solar-powered village

Nadda to get extension
as BJP chief till 2024

Elderly man trampled
to death by wild tusker

The incident took place at
Kohka village, under
Agladongri village panchay-
at, on Saturday evening.
The victim Mahesh Kuldeep
was killed by an elephant
when he went to work in his
paddy field. On being alert-
ed about the attack, forest
officials rushed to the vil-
lage and provided an imme-
diate relief of Rs 25,000 to
kin of the deceased person.

About the incident

Uddhav faction submits 
3 poll symbol choices to EC
̈ Trident, rising sun

or burning torch

In a virtual address a day after
the poll body froze Shiv Sena's
'bow and arrow' poll symbol,
Thackeray said it was "injus-
tice". The poll body on
Saturday barred the Shiv Sena
factions led by Thackeray and
Maharashtra chief minister
Eknath Shinde from using the
party name and its election
symbol in the upcoming bypoll.

EC freezes Sena 
poll symbol

AAP minister resigns
over conversion row

Rajendra Pal Gautam

KULLU  DUSSEHRA FEST 

Artists play instruments at a procession during the week-long Kullu Dussehra festival, in Kullu, Sunday.

‘Girl students in technical education
will speed up country's progress’

President Droupadi Murmu presents certificate to a student during 52nd
convocation and closing ceremony of centenary year celebrations of
Punjab Engineering College (PEC), in Chandigarh, Sunday. 

Par Panel Suggestion

‘Use Hindi, local languages
as medium of instruction’
̈ In technical, 

non-technical 
institutions

‘Merely making laws to help 
backward community not enough’

Mohan Bhagwat

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

From restaurants to online
delivery services, over 300
establishments in Delhi will be
able to operate round the clock
starting next week, with
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena approving a proposal
for exemptions under the Delhi
Shops and Establishment Act.
Exemptions under sections 14,
15 and 16 of the Delhi Shops
and Establishment Act, 1954
enable commercial establish-
ments to operate on a 24X7
basis, subject to certain condi-
tions that entail welfare of
labour and security, etc., offi-
cials said. The Lt Governor has
approved a proposal to exempt
314 applications, some of them
pending since 2016. He has
directed that a notification to
this effect be issued within
seven days, they said.

Approving the proposal, Saxena
took a "very serious view" of
the "inordinate delay, ad
hocism, randomness and unjus-
tified discretion" on the part of
the Labour Department in dis-
posing of applications submit-
ted by various establishments
for exemption, the officials
said. Out of the total 346 pend-
ing applications, 18 were sub-
mitted in 2016, 26 in 2017, 83 in
2018, 25 in 2019, four in 2020
and 74 in 2021, according to the
officials.
"Starting next week, over 300
establishments ranging from
hotels, restaurants, eateries to
online delivery services of food,
medicines, logistics and other
essential commodities, trans-
port and travel services, apart
from KPOs and BPOs, will be
able to operate their businesses
on a 24X7 basis in the national
capital," an official said.

BONANZA FOR TRADERS 

Over 300 businesses in
Delhi to operate 24X7
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Bhilai, Oct 09: Senior of-
fices of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant led by Director I/c
Anirban Dasgupta gath-
ered at Rising Bhilai
Udyan near Boria Gate on
9th Oct 2022 to pay condo-
lences to the victims of the
gas mishap that took place
on 9th October 2018. AK
Bhatta, ED (MM), Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines),
MM Gadre, ED (P&A), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Dr AK Panda,
ED (Finance), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c
(M&HS), GP Singh, Acting
CGM (Safety & FS),
CGM’s, BK Mahapatra,
CFO (Fire Brigade), NK
Banchhor, President,
Officers Association,

Parvinder Singh, General
Secretary (OA), Anand
Ramteke, SC/ST
Association, Ravi Shankar
Singh (BMS), Indramani
Mishra (BMS), Channa
Keshvalu (BMS), Sanjay
Sahu and Puran Verma
from INTUC, Sheikh
Mahmood from Ispat
Shramik Manch, Yogesh

Soni (CITU), Ajay Soni
(CITU), Shiv Bahadur
Singh (BWU), TB Rao
(BWU), Shymlal Sahu
(AICCTU), Sharda Gupta,
Nandkishore Gupta
(SWU) and other represen-
tative of workers union
were physically present at
Rising Bhilai Udyan near
Boria Gate to pay condo-

lences and observe a two-
minute silence. Other
members of the Bhilai col-
lective including members
of Safety Engineering de-
partment, Energy
Management department,
Fire Services department
also joined in the gather-
ing, paying condolences by
offering flowers before
portraits of their departed
colleagues and observing
two minute silence.

Saplings were also
planted at the Udyan to
pay homage to the gas
mishap victims. At the
outset, Ajay Talloo, SM
(SED) administered the
Safety Oath. Suprio Sen
from SRG conducted the
proceedings of the pro-
gramme.

BSP remembers colleagues who
lost their lives in 2018 Gas Mishap

Bhilai, Oct 09: 

Cops are holding chau-
pals in the villages to
urge the people not to be-
lieve in child-lifter gang
rumours and social
media messages. The vil-
lagers are being made
aware about the fake mes-
sages and rumours.
Following the incidents
of Sadhus being thrashed
by a mob in Charoda and
a homeless mentally re-

tarded person beaten by
some people in village
Khopli, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava issued instruc-
tions to the cops to inter-
act with the villagers and
make them aware against
the rumours. Acting on
the instructions, Durg
Police launched an
awareness campaign and
is holding Chaupals in
villages. Under the lead-
ership of Additional
Superintendent of Police

(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Ananth Kumar,
the campaign is being
run continuously by all
the gazetted officers and
police station / outpost
in-charges in their police
station area. Cops are giv-
ing information regard-
ing rumours to the people
in these events. They are
being urged to immedi-
ately inform the police if

they spot any suspicious
person. People are being
asked not to over react
and do not take the laws
into their own hands.

People are being asked
not to believe the child
lifter gang rumours. Cops
are asserting that any
gang of child lifters is not
active in the district. If
any unknown person vis-
its the village and if they
appear suspicious, vil-
lagers must immediately

inform the police on Dial
112 or local police station.
People are being asked
not to beat or thrash any-
one. Cops further stated
that action will be taken
against all those who
spread rumours or fake
social media messages.
Durg Police will be con-
tinuously conducting the
awareness campaign
through Choupals in the
rural areas of the dis-
trict.

Police holds chaupals; urges not to believe on child-lifter gang rumours 

Bhilai, Oct 09: 

Women are enthusiasti-
cally participating in the
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics. Homemakers,
domestic help and labour-
ers took part in various
sporting events organised
in different grounds of
Risali Municipal
Corporation. Traditional
games were organized in
various wards of the
labor-dominated area
Ruabandha and station
Maroda as well as the posh
colony Talpuri.

On the third consecutive
day, State Congress
Committee General
Secretary Jitendra Sahu
and Mayor Shashi Sinha
visited 14 wards and inau-
gurated the ward-wise
competition under
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics. It was a fair-like

atmosphere in the Station
Maroda, which is a labour
dominated area of
??Risali. Here, the women
participated in kabaddi,
billas, tug of war and gedi
race competitions.
Councilors Savita Dhavas,
Tikam Sahu, Vinay
Netam, Gajendri Kothari,
Rekha Devi, Sonia
D e v a n g a n ,
Chandraprakash Nigam,
Mamta Sinha, Rama,
Speaker Keshav Banchor,
Education, Sports and

Youth Welfare
Department in-charge
Sanir Sahu Sahu, Dr
Seema Sahu, Anil
Deshmukh, Sunanda
Chandrakar, Govind
Chaturvedi, Khilendra
Chandrakar and Rohit
Kumar were present.

On Sunday, more than
150 women, men and
youths participated in
competitions at 14 wards
including Talpuri,
Ruabandha North,
Shivpara Station Maroda,

BRP Colony, HSCL Colony
Maroda, Station Maroda,
Shankarpara Station
Maroda, Awadhpuri
Risali, Maitrinagar Risali,
Maitrikunj, Shakti Vihar
Risali, Newai Bhatha,
Dundera West and
Dundera East.

Most of the women and
children took part in the
Banti (Kancha) competi-
tions. The youth of 10 to 18
years were more interest-
ed in long jump, 100 meter
race, gilli danda, etc.

Women participate in traditional sports 

Bhilai, Oct 09: Police
have arrested three per-
sons including a juvenile
in connection with a
youth’s murder. The ac-
cused had attacked the
youth with sticks and a
sword. The victim was
rushed to the hospital
where he died during
treatment. The incident
was the outcome of old ri-
valry and money disputes.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that the de-

ceased was Vijay
Chandrakar (26) son of
Tularam Chandrakar a
resident of Rajiv Nagar,
Durg. Around 23:30 hrs on
Saturday, he was moving
towards home on a scooty.
The accused Sagar Gupta,
Shankar Sahu and a juve-
nile intercepted him near
Parmeshwari School in
Gaya Nagar. Over some
old rivalry and money dis-
putes, the accused at-
tacked him with sticks and

a sword. After inflicting
fatal injuries, the accused
escaped from the spot. On
information, a team of
Durg City Kotwali reached
the crime scene and
rushed the victim to
District Hospital. The vic-
tim Vijay Chandrakar suc-
cumbed to his injuries at
the hospital.

On the other hand, CSP
(Durg) Shilpa Sahu and
Inspector SN Singh (SHO,
City Kotwali) led the inves-
tigation team and traced
the accused. All the three
accused were taken into
custody and during inter-
rogation, they confessed to
have committed the crime.
the accused Sagar Gupta
(23), Shankar Sahu (24)
and a juvenile have been
booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in sec-
tions 302, 34 of IPC.

Three arrested for youth’s murder 

Sushila Tai Mahulkar
Bhilai: Sushila Tai
Mahulkar left for
heavenly abode at
the age of 72 years
on Sunday. Funeral
procession was

taken out from her residence situ-
ated at Chandra Nagar, Kohka and
last rites of the mortal remains
were performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was the mother
of Brijmohan Mahulkar and Savita
Wankhede and mother-in-law of

Rajesh Wankhede.

A Mahesh Naidu 
Bhilai: A Mahesh
Naidu left for heaven-
ly abode at the age of
76 years on Sunday.
Funeral procession
will be taken out from
his residence situated at 160,
Mogra Block, Talpuri and last rites
of the mortal remains will be per-
formed at Ramnagar Muktidham.
He was the father of Umashankar,
Kishore and Mohan Naidu.

Obituary

Bhilai, Oct 09: On Sunday,
Eid Milad – un – Nabi was
celebrated with religious
fervour across the district.
Juloos – e – Mohammadi
was taken out by the
Muslim community in var-
ious areas. This procession
began from Gausia Masjid
and moved across Camp-2,
Nandini Road, Sector 1,
Sector 5 and concluded at
Jama Masjid in Sector 6.
Prominent Sufi leader
Maulana Syed Mohammad
Ashraf Jilani from
Kichhauchha Sharif un-

furled the religious flag.
Imams of all the mosques
were present. He ad-
dressed the Rahmat-e-
Alam conference after the
Namaz at Sector 6 mosque.

Bhilai city once again
emerged as a best example
of communal harmony
and brotherhood on this
festival. The procession
was accorded a warm wel-
come by people of different
organisations and commu-
nities. At the outset, the
Muslim brethren offered
Namaz and prayed for

unity, brotherhood, pros-
perity and progress in the
country and Chhattisgarh.
Procession was taken out
in Sector 7 by Ashikan-e-
Rasool Committee.
Meritorious students as
well as children who com-
pleted Hafiz-e-Quran were
honoured with medals,
certificates and prizes.
Muharram Karbala
Committee laid the foun-
dation stone for Khatun-e-
Jannat Fatima Palace at
Karbala Ground situated
on GE Road.

Eid Milad-un-Nabi celebrated with fervour 

Bhilai, Oct 09: 

With a large number of
participants and audi-
ences reaching the sports
grounds, the
Chhattisgarhiya Olympic
fever is on the rise in the
district. People from all
walks of life including the
homemakers are partici-
pating in the traditional
sporting events. People are
recollecting their child-
hood memories of playing
with spinning tops, billas,
kabaddi, etc.

Mayor Neeraj Pal ap-
peared in sports mode on
Sunday during his visit to
the sports grounds of the
city. He tried his hands on
games like tug of war,
spinning top, etc to encour-
age the players.

His presence doubled
the enthusiasm of the par-
ticipants. Mayor Neeraj
Pal visited Sector 9
Football Ground, Radhika
Nagar Slaughter House,
Shanti Nagar Dussehra
Ground and JP School of
Baikunth Dham.

He participated in
Sankhali, Pittool, Gilli
Danda and Bhanwara. He
stated that sports are nec-
essary for physical and
mental development.
Instead of spending time

on mobile and television,
people must go for sports.
Other public representa-
tives also did not lag be-
hind in Chhattisgarhiya
traditional games.
Congress District
President Mukesh
Chandrakar, BMC Speaker
Girwar Bunty Sahu, MiC
member and in-charge of
Sports Department Aditya
Singh, MIC member
Chandrashekhar Gavai,
Neha Sahu, Councilor
Abhishek Mishra and oth-
ers also enjoyed the games.

14 different types of
Chhattisgarhiya tradition-
al games including Pittul,
Gilli Danda, Sankhali,
Langdi Race, Kabaddi,
Kho-Kho, Tug of War, Bati

(Kancha), Billus, Gedi
race, Bhanwara, 100 meter
race and long jump, etc are
being organised. People of
all classes and age groups
are flocking at the play-
grounds to participate in
the games. It needs to be
mentioned here that on the

instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Chhattisgarhiya Olympic
Games is being organized
in the district.

BMC Commissioner
Rohit Vyas has appealed to
the citizens to enjoy the
games at the sports facili-

ties of the district. On-the-
spot registration has also
been arranged in the
sports grounds. Anyone
can participate in the
games. The first phase is
being organized from 6 to
11 October. The winners
will participate in the sub-
sequent stages and will be
felicitated with prizes. On
Monday, the games will be
organized at Radhika
Nagar Slaughter House
Ground, Shanti Nagar
Dussehra Ground, JP
Nagar School, near
Baikunthdham Water
Tank and Sector 9 Football
Ground. Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner NR
Ratnesh, Manish
Gaikwad, Pooja Pillai,
Executive Engineer TK
Randive, Sunil Dubey,
Kuldeep Gupta and
Mayor’s personal secre-
tary Wasim Khan were
present.

On Sunday, Raja Sonkar
in boys category and
Anjali Verma in girls cate-
gory won the Gilli Danda
competition; Kumari
Sadhana won the Lungdi
Race, Nikhil Pal and Uma
Dewangan won the 100
meter race of their cate-
gories.

Chhattisgarhiya Olympic fever on the rise in district

Bijapur, Oct 09: The pro-
motion list of assistant
teachers in the District was
released last on Sept 28
from the District Education
Office, Bijapur. After
which there was a situation
of resentment and contro-
versy among the promoted
teachers regarding the re-
leased list. The main rea-
son for which is also being
told to give a single order to
the transferred principals.

According to the infor-
mation received, 585 posts
of head masters have been
declared vacant in the dis-
trict, out of which 556 posts
were promoted except 5
percent. During promo-
tion, due to the number of
surplus assistant teacher
LB being more than the
ratio of vacancies, those
were transferred to the
nearest block.

It was informed that
there were 142 in block
Usoor, 111 in block Bijapur,

111 in block Bhopalpatnam
and 221 vacancies in block
Bhairamgarh. In which
promotion has been found,
95 in Usoor, 140 in Bijapur,
138 in Bhopalpatnam and
183 Assistant Teacher LB in
Bhairamgarh promoted re-
spectively.

The list of promotion by
the District Education
Office, in which the voices
of protest have started com-
ing among the teachers
after the single order of
new posting along with the
original posting. The rea-
son for which the teachers
informed that even after
the vacancy in the cluster,
they have been sent to the
remote area of another
block.

DEO Pramod Thakur
said that due to non-avail-
ability of Naxal victims
and handicapped certifi-
cates in promotion, revised
orders are being issued
again. Pramod Thakur
said that Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara

has issued instructions to a
four-member committee
consisting of DEO, Deputy
Director Panchayat, SDM
and Joint Collector to issue
revised orders before
October 15.

Discussion on the mat-
ter with CM in Muria
Darbar

Information has been re-
ceived from the sources
that the District Panchayat
members have informed
the matter after discussing
with the CM. After which
instructions have been re-
ceived to revise the list
afresh. In the amendment,
tests of handicapped and
naxal victim certificates
will be done.

Teachers of 156 closed
schools are not ready to go:

In the year 2005-2006, the
teachers of the schools
which were closed due to
Salwa Judum and Naxal vi-
olence were also promoted
to the Assistant Teacher LB
after they were included in
the new promotion list.
Officials said that 156
schools have been duly
opened and their dice codes
have also arrived. But after
promotion those teachers
are not ready to go there.

Resentment among promoted teachers 
 Regarding transfer after

promotion

 District Panchayat mem-

bers also complained 

it to CM in Muria Darbar

 Collector constituted a

four-member 

committee and ordered

to issue a new list

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  OOcctt  0099::

Relishes the taste of Bastar’s
masala cashews and Jamun
juiceChief Minister Shri Bhupesh
Baghel on Friday launched divi-
sional C-Mart in Jagdalpur. He
took a glance at the artefacts
made using bamboo crafts and
bell metal, clothes made from
Bastar’s Kosa, handloom, forest
products, handicrafts, and vari-
ous products made by women
self-help groups that are avail-
able for sale in C-Mart. 

Meanwhile, the Chief Minister
is on a day-long visit to the
Bastar district to attend various
programmes including Muria
Darbar organized as a part of the
grand Bastar Dussehra celebra-
tions. Relishes the taste of
Bastar’s masala cashews and
Jamun juiceBuilt at a cost of Rs
1.55 crore, the divisional-level
store at Nagar Nigam complex
near the old bus stand in

Jagdalpur aims to boost the
income of farmers, forest pro-
duces collectors, handicrafts-
men, local processors, and man-
ufacturers, besides promoting
the cottage industries. The
materials produced by the farm-
ers, handicraftsmen, and
weavers of the state will be
available here for sale.
Agribusiness-related products
including seeds, fertilizers, agri-

cultural equipment, pumps, and
a variety of everyday items used
by farmers will also be available
here.  As the first store cus-
tomer, Baghel bought Jamun
Juice, Amla Pickle, Amla Juice,
Mahua Laddu, Mahua Cookies,
Bastar Cashew, Jimikand Pickle,
Forest Honey, Tomato Chutney,
Vishnu Brahmi Bhringraj Hair
Oil, Havan, and Pooja Materials.
All the public representatives

who visited C-Mart along with
the Chief Minister relished the
taste of Jamun Juice and Masala
Cashew.

Minister in charge of the dis-
trict Kawasi Lakhma, MP Deepak
Baij, Bastar Region Tribal
Development Authority
Chairman Lakheshwar Baghel,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Handicraft
Development Board Chairman
Chandan Kashyap, MLA Rajman
Benzam, Fishermen Welfare
Board Chairman MR Nishad,
Bijapur MLA Vikram Mandavi,
Kondagaon MLA Mohan
Markam, Mayor Safira Sahu,
Municipal Corporation President
Kavita Sahu, Commissioner
Shyam Dhawade, IG Bastar
Sundarraj P., CCF Mohammad
Shahid, Collector Chandan
Kumar, SSP Jitendra Meena,
DFO DP Sahu along with other
public representatives were also
present on the occasion.

CM launches Divisional C-Mart in Jagdalpur
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CM emphasises promotion of organic farming
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has empha-
sized promotion of organic
farming in the state so as to
stop being dependent on
chemical fertilisers. Organic
farming should be done in
clusters in place of separate
patches, he said on the sec-
ond day of the collector’s
conference here on Sunday.
Baghel reviewed works of
Department of Agriculture
Development and Farmers
Welfare and Department of
Biotechnology and
Gramodyog (rural indus-
tries).

Water should not be
released from dams for
paddy crop in summer, so
that it remains in dams for
the time of July, said Baghel
during review of Agriculture
Development and Farmers

Welfare and Biotechnology
Department. Farming for
pulses and oilseeds should be
encouraged in the summer
season, he said. He also
called for promoting use of
vermi compost in other crops
apart from paddy.

He said that farmers
should be continuously moti-
vated to use vermi compost
so as to stop dependence on
chemical fertilizers for agri-
culture and promote organic
farming. The Chief Minister
said that organic farming
should be done in clusters
instead of in separate patch-
es. Regarding the construc-
tion of Gouthans (cow-shel-
ters), the Chief Minister said
that Gouthans should be con-
structed in big dependent vil-
lages also.

While directing the

Gouthan committees, he said
that many farmers did not
get vermin compost even
after obtaining loans. Vermi
compost should be given to
such farmers, he said.

During the review of
Gramodyog Department,
Baghel said that to strength-
en the rural economy in
Chhattisgarh, it was neces-
sary to promote rural prod-
ucts and provide them mar-
ket. Keeping this objective in
mind, the Government of
Chhattisgarh started C-Mart
( C h h a t t i s g a r h - M a r t ) .
Through C-Mart, rural prod-
ucts are being provided mar-
ket under one roof, he said. 

State Government is con-
structing Rural Industrial
Park (RIPA) where there will
be multi-activity, said Baghel
during review of Panchayat

and Rural Development
Department. Small and medi-
um scale industries will also
be operated at the village
level through Rural Industrial
Park, so that the villagers can
be connected with livelihood
activities, he said, adding
that shed of Rural Industrial
Park (RIPA) should be large
enough to accommodate
multi-activity.

The Chief Minister said
that monitoring of RIPA
would be done only through
the ‘Gouthan Map Portal’ cre-
ated for Godhan Nyay Yojana.
He said that special attention
should be paid to the produc-
tion of paint made from cow
dung. The Chief Minister said
that the paint made from cow
dung should be used for the
painting of government
buildings. 

Ch’garh to witness rainfalls
for some more days

Raipur, Oct 09: The con-
dition of rain will contin-
ue for a few more days in
Chhattisgarh. For the
past few days, the weath-
er pattern has worsened
in the state and due to
light rain in various
areas, the weather has
also become a little cool-
er. The Meteorological
Department says that the
departure of monsoon is
possible after October 15.
At present due to the
moist winds coming
from the Bay of Bengal,
there is a possibility of
light to moderate rain in
different areas of the
state.

On Saturday, the
weather remained nor-
mal across the state in-

cluding Raipur and an
increase in maximum
and minimum tempera-
tures was recorded.
However, light to moder-
ate rainfall occurred in
various areas of the state
including Lormi,
Mainpur, Takhatpur,
S h i v r i n a r a y a n .
Meteorologists say that
the weather pattern will
remain the same in the
state in the next few
days. Raipur recorded a
maximum temperature
of 33.2 degrees Celsius
on Saturday, which is one
degree Celsius above
normal. The highest
maximum temperature
of 34.1 degree Celsius
was recorded in
Mahasamund.

Public awareness programmes
to be held in all districts today

Raipur, Oct 09: Several
programmes will be con-
ducted in all the districts
on October 10, 2022 on the
occasion of World Mental
Health Day for public
awareness of mental
health. Separate aware-
ness camps will be organ-
ized for school children
above the age of ten
years, women, adoles-
cents and the elderly.
Psychopaths will be iden-
tified and treated through
the camps. Mental health
awareness camps will
also be organized in jails.

World Mental Health
Day is being observed on
10 October under the
National Mental Health
Program to make people
aware of mental health,

help them overcome
stress and adopt a healthy
lifestyle for better mental
health. On this occasion,
people will be informed
about the causes, symp-
toms and measures to pre-
vent mental illness.

Mental Health Public
Awareness Week is also
being organized from 3
October to 11 October on
the occasion of World
Mental Health Day. The
day is being observed this
year on the theme of
“Make mental health and
well-being for all a global
priority”. World Mental
Health Day was started in
the year 1992 to take care
of the mental health of
people around the world.

Activities like chaupal,
debate competition on
mental health, distribu-
tion of pamphlets, ban-
ners, posters, awareness

cards, community meet-
ings, radio jingles, miking
etc. will be conducted in
villages. ‘Champion in
life’ campaign will also be
conducted by the Health
Department.

State Nodal Officer of
Mental Health Program
Dr Mahendra Singh said
that it is very important
to stay mentally strong in
modern times. Especially
in difficult circum-
stances, people break
from inside. They no
longer have the strength
to bear it. For this, it is
necessary to make people
aware of health. Dr. Singh
advises to help people
who are not leading nor-
mal life and are living
alone in silence. He sug-
gested to eat a balanced
diet besides doing exer-
cise and yoga daily to stay
mentally healthy.

CM urges revenue officials to change working style

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel reviewed in
detail the working of the
Revenue Department on the
second day of the Collector’s
Conference today. Expressing
deep displeasure over the lax
working of the revenue depart-
ment, he asked collectors to
ensure effectiveness in the
working of the department. He
also urged the department
officials and employees to
bring changes in their working
style.

Baghel said that work of cit-
izens should be completed
within the stipulated time
frame. He asked the collectors
and commissioners to regular-
ly inspect the tehsil works.

While reviewing the status of
crop damage due to excessive
and scanty rainfall, all the col-
lectors were instructed to be
sensitive while getting the
relief amounts under RBC 6(4)
to the affected farmers within
the time limit.

The Chief Minister asked
that the pending cases of land
conversion should be resolved
within the time limit besides
asking to dispose of all the rev-
enue cases timely. He said that
the citizens should not face
any inconveniences due to
delay in revenue matters.
Giving a stern warning to the

officials for not completing the
work of the citizens within the
time limit, he said that strict
action will be taken on the cor-
ruption complaints. He also
directed to pay special atten-
tion to the receipts of revenue
income.

Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo, Smt.
Renu G. Pillay, PCCF Sanjay
Shukla, Revenue
Commissioners of all divisions,
Collectors of all districts and
senior officers of various
departments were present.

PPaattwwaarriiss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ccoommpplleett--
eedd  aa  tteennuurree  ooff  tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss  aatt
oonnee  ppllaaccee  wwiillll  bbee  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd

The Chief Minister asked the
collectors to transfer the
Patwaris who have completed
a tenure of three years at the
same place. He also expressed
deep displeasure over the
delay in demarcation cases in
urban areas and said that the
revenue staff in these areas
should be changed. He said

that such cases should be
resolved within the set time-
limit. Similarly, in new dis-
tricts, citizens should get the
benefit of speedy disposal of
revenue cases.

EEnnssuurree  BBaaiiggaa,,  GGuunniiaa,,  pprriieessttss
ggeett  NNyyaayy  SScchheemmee  bbeenneeffiittss

The Chief Minister said that
Baiga, Gunia, priests have also
been included under the scope
of Rajiv Gandhi Grameen
Bhoomiheen Krishi Mazdoor
Nyay Yojana being run by the
Revenue Department. He asked
to make these beneficiaries
aware about the scheme
besides ensuring that they also
get the benefit of the same.

TThhee  iissllaanndd  ooff  GGaannggrreell  DDaamm
wwiillll  bbee  ddeevveellooppeedd  aass  aa  ttoouurriisstt
aattttrraaccttiioonn

The Chief Minister stressed
on the need for decent hotels
at the popular tourist spots of
the state to meet the needs of
tourists. He added that this
would increase tourist influx.
He also asked to develop the
island of Gangrel Dam as a

tourist attraction in a bid to
boost tourism and employment
opportunities for the locals.

TToouurriisstt  aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonn
ffaacciilliittiieess  ttoo  bbee  ddeevveellooppeedd
uunnddeerr  RRaamm  VVaann  GGaammaann
TToouurriissmm  CCiirrccuuiitt  pprroojjeecctt

While reviewing the devel-
opment works being done
under the Ram Van Gaman
Tourism Circuit, the Chief
Minister said that arrange-
ments should be made to pro-
vide accommodation to
tourists at important places
coming in the circuit.

SSeettttlleemmeenntt  ssuurrvveeyy  wwiillll  bbee
ddoonnee  iinn  KKoonnddaaggaaoonn

The Chief Minister directed
the Revenue Secretary and
Collector to conduct a settle-
ment survey in the Kondagaon
district. For this, he has asked
the collector to prepare an
action plan and take immedi-
ate action. He also directed to
take assistance of the commis-
sioner, retired revenue officers
and old SLR for the surveys.

Instructs to resolve
all revenue cases
including transfer
and demarcation
within stipulated
time frame

To mark World
Mental Health day

Interview for 211
posts of Forest

Service postponed 
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099::  After
Chhattisgarh Forest Service
(Combined) examination by
the Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission, the
interview of the selected can-
didates was to be held from
October 8 to 21, but it has now
been postponed. Officials of
the Public Service
Commission said that the
information about the inter-
view will be released sepa-
rately on the website of the
commission. The process of
appointment to 211 posts for
Chhattisgarh Forest Service is
going on under the Forest
Department. Combined exami-
nation has been taken in this.
The process of interview and
appointment of the selected
candidates in the examination
is pending.

Candidates to be able 
to see answer sheet 

of CGPSC exam
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099::  Chhattisgarh
Public Service Commission
(CGPSC) has started the facility
for the candidates to look at their
answer-sheets. Candidates will
now be able to see the answer
sheets after appearing in exami-
nation. Starting the facility,
CGPSC has currently put the
answer sheets of seven examina-
tions on the departmental web-
site. Candidates can view
answer-sheets till 30 days.

The examinations for which
the answer sheets have been
uploaded include Assistant
Research Officer Exam-2022,
Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Mining Officer and Assistant
Geologist, Homeopathy Medical
Officer, Dental Surgeon,
Assistant Regional Transport and
Transport Sub Inspector,
Inspector Vaporizer.

RKC clinches silver in the 14th IPSC 
Girl’s School Championship

RRaaiippuurr::  Rajkumar College (RKC),
Raipur won the silver medal in
Under-14 and Under-17 Girls
IPSC team event in the Air Rifle
Peep Sight .177 events held at
Daly College, Indore from Oct. 3
to 6. There were 14 IPSC schools
that had participated in the
Championship including the RKC
team. There were 220 students,
including 20 students from our
school. There were two cate-
gories, in which RKC students
had participated, viz. U-14 and U-
17.  The following students of
RKC showcased their talent in

shooting: The three students
who showed their prowess in
Under-14 Shooting (Girls) were -
Jashwasee Devi (Silver), Ashwati
Kartha (Silver) and Mrinalika
Kumar (Silver).

Three other students who
showed their talent in Under-17
Shooting (Girls) were:

Sunishka Kumar (Silver); 2.
Navdhi Kiri (Silver) and Irina
Lodge (Silver).

The highlight of the
Championship was the result
of the two students, who
brought laurels to RKC,
Jashwasee Devi (Gold) 388/400
points in U-14 Shooting
(Individual Event) and
Sunishka Kumar (Bronze)
392/400 points in Under-17
(Individual Event).

The President, RKC Society,
Chairman, Managing
Committee and Principal,
Rajkumar College congratulat-
ed the star shooters for their
sterling achievements.

RKC to host 17th IIPSC Shooting
Ch’ship from Oct 11-13

Raipur, Oct 09: Rajkumar
College, (RKC) Raipur, is
going to host the 17th All
India IPSC Boy’s Shooting
Championship under (14,
17 and 19) and in this par-
ticipants from 13 Schools,
including the host team of
RKC will take part.

The Schools taking part
in this include- Punjab

Public School, Nabha,
Doon School, Dehradun;
Mayo College, Ajmer;
RIMC Dehradun;
Hyderabad Public School,
Begumpet; DPS RK Puram
Delhi; Scindia School,
Gwalior; Emerald Heights

School, Indore; Welhams
Boys’ School Dehradun;
Yadavendra Public School,
Patiala; Modern School,
New Delhi and Daly
College, Indore.

All the events of the
Championship shall be
conducted from Oct 11-13
and it will commence with
the opening ceremony on
Oct 10 at 7:30 pm at
Jashpur Hall, RKC, in-
forms Vice Principal RKC
in a press release.

Fresher’s party held at

MATS School of IT

Raipur, Oct 09: A fresh-
er’s party was held for the
students admitted for the
session 2022-23 at the
School of Information
Technology, one of the
leading and well-known
MATS University in
Central India. The party
was organised on
October 07 at Hotel
Simran International. In
the beginning of the pro-
gram, Dr. Gyanesh
Srivastava, Head of the
Department addressed
the newly admitted stu-
dents. In the program
various interesting
games for the new stu-
dents were performed by
the senior
students.Tarun, a student
of MCA I, garnered a lot
of applause from the au-
dience with his melodi-
ous flute playing. Along

with this, the students
showed their skills in
events like fashion shows.
Ashutosh Sharma, a stu-
dent of BCA, was award-
ed the title of Mr Fresher,
while Simran, a student
of BCA, won the title of
Miss Fresher. More than
100 students of the de-
partment participated in
the programme. Dr.
Sunita Kushwaha and
Mahadev Bagh of the de-
partment played an im-
portant role in organising
the programme. On the
said event, the Chancellor
of the University, Gajraj
Pagaria, Vice Chancellor
Prof (Dr) KP Yadav,
Registrar  Gokulanand
Panda, and Director
General, Priyesh Pagaria
extended their best wish-
es for the bright future of
the students.

Ch’garh clinched bronze
in Mallakhamb Women’s

team championship

Raipur, Oct 09:
Chhattisgarh’s team won
the bronze medal in the
semi-final match of
Mallakhamb Women’s
team championship  at the
36th National Games. The
team scored 80.1 points.
This team included
Monika Potai, Sarita
Poyam, Santay Potai,
Durgeshwari Kumeti,
Jayanti Kachlam, and
Dimpy Singh.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Sports and

Youth Welfare Minister
Umesh Patel have congrat-
ulated the team for their
victory.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Chhattisgarh Boys
Mallakhamb team had
won the bronze medal
with 123.7 points.
President of Chhattisgarh
Mallakhamb Association
Shri Premchand Shukla,
coach Manoj Prasad and
Poonam Prasad, technical
officer Dr. Rajkumar
Sharma, Saurabh Pal have
congratulated both the
teams and extended their
best wishes for their fu-
ture endeavours.

‘Ch’garh has a unique ‘bread-and-daughter’
relationship with Odisha’: Baghel

Mahasamund, Oct 09:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel attended the
‘Varshik Sneh Sammelan
Evam Bandhu Milan’ pro-
gram of Kolta Society be-
long to Baba Bishasahe
kul organized at
Garhphuljhar in Basna
block of Mahasamund dis-
trict on Saturday. He was
accompanied by Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu and Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Daharia.

He reached Ramchandi
temple, offered prayers,
and wished for the happi-
ness and prosperity of the
people of the state. While

congratulating the Kolta
society, he said that a large
number of people belong
to this society, and most of
them are engaged in farm-
ing. Being a farming-based
society, this society mainly
follows the culture and tra-
ditions of Indian society.
He also announced the de-
velopment of the
Ramchandi temple in
Garhphuljhar as a tourist
destination, opening of a
cooperative central bank
branch, construction of
Mangal Bhawan and pub-
lic toilets, and the beautifi-
cation of lakes.

He said that the culture
of Odisha is very unique
and ancient, and

Chhattisgarh has a very
special connection with
Odisha in social, cultural,
and geographical aspects.
The people of both states
have a unique relationship
of ‘bread-and-daughter’,
and both have quite simi-
lar thoughts. Along with
learning each other’s lan-
guage, now students will
also learn English in
Swami Atmanand English
medium school in
Chhattisgarh. On the occa-
sion, he was weighed with
Arisa Pitha, a traditional
dish of Odisha.

He said that Ramchandi
temple will also be devel-
oped as a tourist destina-
tion along with other

places of Chhattisgarh. He
said that the government
has introduced many ben-
eficial schemes for the de-
velopment of the village
and the farmers. Loans of
farmers have been waived
off. Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, and Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana are being operated
in the state and were
launched keeping in mind
the interest of all sections
of society.

President of Kolta
Samaj Mr.Hari Charan
Pradhan welcomed the
guests. Parliamentary
Secretary Mr.Vinod
Chandrakar, Chhattisgarh
State Forest Development
Corporation Chairman
Mr.Devendra Bahadur
Singh, Lok Sabha MP Mr.
Chunni Lal Sahu, Khallari
MLA Mr.Dwarkadhish
Yadav, Saraipali MLA Mr.
Kismat Lal Nand,
President District
Panchayat Mrs.Usha
Patel, Officials of Kolta so-
ciety and public represen-
tatives were present on
this occasion.

Officers should work cautiously to maintain peace and order in state: CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0099::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, while
addressing a two-day
Collector-SP conference at
New-Circuit House on Saturday

said that the district adminis-
tration and police are doing a
commendable job but there is
always a scope for improve-
ment in many places to
strengthen the law and order
of the state. He further said
that there should be better
coordination between the
administration and the police.
To maintain peace and order in
the state, all officers should
work cautiously with utmost
dedication. The police should
strengthen their information
system and prevent crimes
beforehand. Many incidents
have been solved by the police
in a short span of time, this has

created a good image of the
state in terms of safety and
crime prevention. He said that
there is a need to strictly curb
knife pelting, betting, illicit
liquor and online gambling. He
also said that  more focus
should be on basic policing and
there should be an immediate
answer to the rumors in social
media. There should be con-
stant communication between
the police, the administration,
media, public representatives
and the public. The presence of
the police should be visible at
the chowk, intersections, there
is a need to take concrete and
effective steps to prevent road

accidents.
Chief Secretary Amitabh

Jain, Director General of Police
Ashok Juneja, Additional Chief
Secretary to Chief Minister
Subrata Sahoo, all the
Divisional Commissioners of
the State, Additional Director
General of Police, IG, Collector,
Superintendent of Police were
present in the meeting.

EExxppeeddiittee  tthhee  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  
ooff  cchhiitt  ffuunndd  ccaasseess

The Chief Minister said in
the conference that the direc-
tors of the chit fund company,
who have not been arrested,
should be taken in custody. So
far, the proceedings of attach-

ment of property have taken
place in some cases only.
Expressing displeasure in this
regard, the Chief Minister
directed to take rapid action
against the chit fund compa-
nies. He said that in the
remaining cases also, the prop-
erty should be identified and
attachment proceedings
should be done and maximum
amount should be returned to
the investors. The Chief
Minister also directed to take
prompt action to expedite the
return of cases registered
against tribals.

BBuusstt  tthhee  ddrruugg  ttrraaffffiicckkiinngg  
nneettwwoorrkk

The Chief Minister said that
adequate security should be
provided for the completion of
development works in Naxal
areas. Security should be taken
care of during the VIP tour in
these areas. He also directed to
completely put an end to the
tendency of consuming illicit
drugs like intoxicating pills,
injections, syrups and take
strict action against the ven-
dors. He also instructed to curb
the transport and sale of
cannabis by strengthening the
checkposts in the border dis-
tricts. The Chief Minister said
that the police should take
strict action to root out the net-
work of drug trafficking by
making necessary coordination
with other states at every level.
He also stressed on the need to
strengthen  drug de-addiction

centers along with curbing the
drug smuggling .

PPCCRR  vveehhiicclleess  ttoo  ssoooonn  ssttaarrtt
ppaattrroolllliinngg  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  ccrriimmeess

aaggaaiinnsstt  wwoommeenn
The Chief Minister said that

police officers should spend
more time in the field, increase
contact with people and work
on the concept of visible polic-
ing. He also advised the SP to
join this night patrol to create a
safe environment for women
and girls. He also instructed to
conduct the ‘Humar Beti,
Humar Maan’ campaign effec-
tively. He directed to start the
PCR vehicles at the earliest to
check crime against women.
Incidents of cyber fraud are
increasing continuously, to
avoid this, the Chief Minister
instructed to conduct regular
awareness programs. As Paddy
procurement is about to
start,he also said that a con-
crete action plan should be
made to check illegal trans-
portation of paddy from neigh-
boring states. In crimes
against Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes,  assistance
should be provided to the vic-
tim at the earliest. 
SSiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  rreedduuccttiioonn  iinn  NNaaxxaall

iinncciiddeennttss  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  yyeeaarrss
The Chief Minister, while

reviewing the development
works in the Naxal-affected
areas, said that for the safety
of the villagers, camps are
being set up in these areas,
besides providing education,

health, electricity facilities to
the villagers as well as con-
necting people with employ-
ment.  To end the Naxal prob-
lem in Bastar, there is a need to
encourage employment-orient-
ed works as well. Many impor-
tant road constructions have
been completed in Naxal
affected areas, due to which
the pace of development has
increased there. Development
work in interior areas has
become possible due to
increased connectivity with
road construction. The Chief
Minister directed for speedy
installation of mobile towers in
the inner Naxal affected areas.
Officials said that 525 mobile
towers are being converted
into 4G in remote Naxal-affect-
ed areas and most of the areas
have been connected with
mobile connectivity.

The Chief Minister further
said that adequate security
should be provided for the
completion of the develop-
ment works in Naxal areas.
Security should also be taken
care of during the VIP tour in
Naxal affected areas.

Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain said that Collector and SP
should work with better coor-
dination. This coordination
should also be visible at the
lower administration level.
SOP should be prepared for
quick action at the time of
accident.

During the conference,

Director General of Police
informed that Raipur
Superintendent of Police, Shri
Prashant Agrawal, has been
given the responsibility  for
effective control over law and
order and action against chit
fund companies and narcotics
and  Superintendent of Police,
Rajnandgaon Shri Santosh
Singh has been given the
responsibilty  for the work of
community policing and
Superintendent Police,
Sukma, Shri Sunil Sharma for
the anti-Naxal operation were
praised for their respective
works in the districts and
Sukma, was identified as the
best district in the respective
area.

Similarly, the ranking of
police stations in the state
according to the points of
crime control, redressal of
criminal cases, protection of
women, children and persons
belonging to Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
services provided by police
stations, control of accidents,
community policing, innova-
tion was evaluated in which
the police station of Kotwali,
Raigarh was identified as the
best urban police station and
Patan police station of district
Durg as the best rural police
station. While the police sta-
tion of Kohkameta, district
Narayanpur was identified for
the best work in anti-Naxal
movement.
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Instructs SPs to
strictly curb online
gambling, betting
and illegal liquor

Directed to utilise
the information sys-
tem effectively for
crime prevention

Regular Night
patrolling to be
done

Women should feel
safe to leave the
house at night, visi-
ble policing should
be seen

Properties of chit
fund companies
should be noted
and maximum
amount possible
should be returned
to the investors.

CM reviews law and
order situation in
Collectors-SP con-
ference

Raipur, Oct 09: The elec-
tion for the district body of
Sahu Samaj concluded
peacefully and at the end
of counting Keshav Sahu
got elected as president
after scoring over the rival
by five votes. Out of 34 vot-

ers, 33 cast their votes.
Keshav received 19 while
another candidate
Liladhar polled 14 votes.
For the post of male vice
president Rambagas Sahu
won by receiving 19 votes
while another Dr Bhagwat
Sahu received 14 votes. For
female vice president Mrs
Kiran Sahu got elected by
receiving 26 votes.

Keshav Sahu elected president

Of Raipur District
Body

In 36th National
Games 

‘Paint the schools with ‘eco-friendly’ cow dung paint’
RRaaiippuurr,,  0088::  Now paint made from cow dung will be used to
paint school buildings in Chhattisgarh. Rural Industrial Park
(RIPA) is being developed in the Gauthans where women of
SHGs are making paint from cow dung. The Chief Minister has
instructed to use these paints in all school buildings to provide
employment opportunities to rural women and increase their
income.

It is worth mentioning that Chief Minister Mr.Bhupesh
Baghel reached the New Circuit House today to chair the
Collector and SP conference and visited the exhibition stalls
set up by SHGs of Gauthan and Rural Industrial Park. There he
took information about different varieties of products like paint
made from cow dung, cookies, pickles, and household items
and artwork made from bamboo. He appreciated the efforts of
SHGs in making such products. He instructed the Additional
Chief Secretary to issue instructions to use the cow dung paint
made by Gauthan or Rural Industrial Park (RIPA) in all the gov-
ernment schools for painting purposes in the state.

Opening ceremony
today

Raipur, Oct 09:
Chhattisgarh’s women’s
softball team defeated last
time winners Kerala team
by 1-0 thrilling match that
lasted for 5 innings under
36th National Games. The
Chhattisgarh team leads
the pool after beating
hosts Gujarat and Kerala.
The Chhattisgarh team
will now take on Delhi to-
morrow.

In today’s match, Kerala
won the toss and decided
to field first. Kerala made a
great start and dismissed
Chhattisgarh’s first bats-
man Ganga Sona for zero
in their strong pitching,
but second batsman Anju

Tandi fought Kerala’s
strong pitching with great
courage and managed to
reach first base with hit-
ting.

After that Barkha Yadav
of Chhattisgarh also
helped Anju Tandi to
reach third base with her
batting. The batting did
not progress further and
Sonali Shaw was caught
out while trying for a long
hit. But during this, Anju
Tandi completed one run
with excellent running.

After this, Ganga Sona
pitched very strongly in
Chhattisgarh’s fielding
and dismissed all the best
batters of Kerala for zero.
Thus, on the first inning,
the team of Chhattisgarh
went 1-0 ahead. From the
second to the fifth inning,

both the teams kept trying
hard to score runs, but de-
spite repeatedly reaching
third base, neither team
could manage to score
runs.

Kerala did not give
Chhattisgarh a chance to
score more runs till the
fifth inning. Till this time
Chhattisgarh was ahead of
Kerala team by only one
run. It was followed by
Kerala’s batting. Once it
seemed that the Kerala
team would score 2 runs in
a single hit, but
Chhattisgarh players
Barkha Yadav, Anju Tandi
took a very difficult catch
while fielding excellently.
Eventually the team of
Kerala was dismissed for
zero. Chhattisgarh man-
aged to win the match 1-0.

Organised at Daly
College, Indore

Ch’garh women’s softball team
beats last time winners Kerala 1-0

In the 36th National
Games 
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Mandir Hasoud, Oct 09:

Like every year,
Dussehra festival is cele-
brated with peace and en-
thusiasm in Mandir
Hasoud, near the new cap-
ital city. For last 65 years,
the people of the region
are performing ‘Ramleela’
on occasion of Dussehra
and effigy of Ravana is
combusted to flames and
which is celebrated as vic-
tory of good over the evil
and celebrated as
‘Vijaydashmi’. This year
the chief guest of
Vijaydashmi festival was
Minister for Urban
Administration and
Development Dr Shiv
Kumar Daharia and it was
chaired by Nagar
Panchayat President Om
Prakash Yadav and special

guests on the occasion
were OP Baghel V-P Nagar
Panchayat, Tarani P
Nirmalkar (Sabahpati),
Shobhit Sahu member
Nagar Panchayat Mandir
Hasoud, Prem N Mishra,
Dilip Joshi, Santosh
Sinha, Avdhesh Mishra. It
was after prayers to Gods
and Goddesses at the
Ramleela Maidan, there
was live presentation of
‘Ramleela’ in the ground.

Here the people were
glad to find person dressed
as Lord Shri Ram and

Laxman and Lord
Hanuman amidst them
and when Laxman broke
the Bow there were tears
in the eye of spectators.
But after this the demand
for combustion of Ravana,
Meghdoot and
Kumbhkaran started and
so the Lord Shri Ram
pulled the arrow with fire
and burnt the effigy.

Later the Minister of-
fered prayers to the preson
shownas Lord Shri Ram
and sought blessings for
peace & prosperity of all

in the state. After this Om
Prakash Yadav in his
speech informed that it is
with Minister’s order that
develompent works worth
Rs 26 crore have gained
momentum and he hailed
the Minister’s effort for
the same.

After this Minister SK
Daharia in his address
hailed CM Bhupesh
Baghel for taking all reli-
gions together and cele-
brating all the local and re-
ligious festival with enthu-
siasm and fervour. In the

coming days with Diwali
nearby, a decision has
been taken to distribute
one installment of Rajiv
Gandhi Nyay Yojana
(RGNY) before Diwali, as
earlier it scheduled to be
given on Nov 1, with start
of purchase of paddy. He
also hailed the members of
organising samiti for the
Dussehra festival and ex-
tended greetings to all for
forthcoming Diwali and
‘Chath’ parv.

In the ground, the effi-
gies of Ravana, Meghdoot
and Kumbhkaran were
combusted to flames and
here hundreds of persons
from nearby villages were
present and for kids there
was recreation in the form
of swings and ‘mela’ and
eatables and to which peo-
ple enjoyed the most.

Ramleela was directed
by Trilochan Sahu, its pa-
tron was Rajendra
Agrawal, Maniram Patel,
Shobhit Sahu, Ajay Sinha,
President Aditya Sinha, V-
P Bhagwani Verma, Dev
Kumar Verma, Treasurer
Jitendra Sinha, Sachiv
Toran Nirmalkar and asst.
secy. Dev Nand Sahu and
others were present.

Fire-works, burning of
Ravana’s effigy mark Dussehra
 In Mandir Hasoud

 Minister Daharia

offered ‘Aarti’ to

Lord Shri Ram and

Laxman and

sought blessings

for happiness of all

Rajnandgaon, Oct 09: 

On the initiative of
Collector Doman Singh,
‘Good Morning
Rajnandgaon’ was started
today at Digvijay Stadium
on the theme of ‘Healthy
Raho Mast Raho’ in the
district. Collector Singh
said that after Covid-19 in-
fection, the District
Administration and
Sports Youth Welfare
Department have taken
the initiative of Good
Morning Rajnandgaon to
increase physical activi-
ties among the general
public and to make them
health conscious, under
which all health conscious
people will gather togeth-
er and inspire each other
to stay healthy. A healthy
decoction was also

arranged by the
Department of AYUSH on
this occasion. District offi-
cials and employees also
participated in this pro-
gram with enthusiasm
and enthusiasm. During
this, Additional Collector
CL Markandey, Joint
Collector Indira Deohari,
Khemlal Verma, SDM
Arun Verma, Deputy
Collector Saraswati
Banjare, Pratima
Thackeray, General
Manager, District Trade
and Industry Department
SK Singh, Deputy
Registrar Priyanka
Srirange, Assistant
Director Sports Shri
Ekka, Tehsildar Prafulla
Thakur, E-District
Manager Saurabh Mishra,
School Education Sports
Department Usha

Chatterjee, Digvijay
Stadium Manager
Ranvijay Singh,
Purushottam Sahu, other
officers and employees
were present in large
numbers.

It is noteworthy that the
District Administration
and Sports and Youth
Welfare Department will
organize Good Morning
Rajnandgaon on the first
Saturday of every month
at Digvijay Stadium from
6.30 am to 7.30 am. Health
check-up has also been
arranged by the health de-
partment. Sports like
Basketball, Yoga, Karate,
Ju-Jitsu, Hockey, Wushu,
Tug-of-War, Rope-para-
chute, Thera band, Gym
ball, Military rope,
Skating were organized in
this event.

‘Good morning Rajnandgaon’ begins 
Under ‘Healthy Raho Mast Raho’ campaign

Churia, Oct 09:

On charges of care-
lessness on part of the
state government in re-
ducing the reservation
percentage for STs, the
BJP’s SC, ST Morcha
staged chakka-jam on
National Highway in
Chichola and due to
which there was long
queue of vehicle on ei-
ther side of the road on
this NH and it was after
explanation by the dis-
trict and police adminis-
tration that the chakka-
jam was called off.

As per information in
this regard, the office
bearers of Sarv Adivasi
Samaj (SAS) under
protest informed that it
was due to sheer negli-
gence on part of
Bhupesh Baghel led
Congress government in
the state that the High
Court took decision
against the 32% reserva-
tion for ST category and
termed it as one against
the interest of the tribal
community.

Apart from this they
have also stopped re-
cruitment at local level
in 5th Scheduled Areas
of Bastar, Surguja and
Bilaspur division as
well. So the BJP’s SC, ST
Cell has called for chak-

ka-jam to protest the
same here on Oct 8.

The members of SAS
under leadership of BJP
SC, ST Cell,
Rajnandgaon branch
came down heavily
against the decisions of
the state government
against the SCs and STs
and staged massive
chakka-jam and raised
slogans in protest.

On getting informa-
tion about the same,
Tehsildar Churia
Anurima Toppo, TI
Ramawatar Ghurve,
Chichola Police Chowki
in-Charge Chetan
Chandrakar and other
district and police offi-
cers reached the site and
urged them to call off

their chakka-jam and it
was after short while
that the jam was called
off.

In this chakka-jam, LS
MP Kanker Mohan
Mandavi, ex-MLA
Sanjeev Shah, ex-MLA
Gunderdehi RK Sai, ex-
MLA Virendra Sahu,
Devlal Thakur, BJP
Pichada Varg Morcha
State president Bharat
Verma, District gen.
secy. Dinesh Gandhi,
Adivasi Morcha
President MD Thakur,
Khujji senior leader
Chandrika P Dadsena,
Hirendra Sahu, BJP
Mandal Presidnet
Ravindra Vaishav and
other party leaders and
workers were present.

BJP ST cell holds chakka-jam on NH
In protest against reduction in reservation for STs

 Long queue of
vehicles formed on
either side

Dongargaon, Oct 09: In
order to know the griev-
ances of the affected farm-
ers near Darri anicut, a
team of public representa-
tive and investigation
team reached Darri
Anicut on Friday. It is on
raising of this issue there
has been regular visit by
the officers, public reps
and District Panchayat
members over the last few
days and have assured the
affected farmers of pro-
viding them their piece of
land. Apart from this a
high-level team will be
formed for high-level in-
quiry into the matter and
efforts will be made to pro-
vide relief to the farmers.

After this at district-level
meeting, the issue was put
forth in the House and
based upon which the in-
vestigation team arrived
here on Friday to conduct
investigation.

The District Panchayat
member Indumati Sahu
and Jagriti Sahu had con-
ducted visit in case of
washing off land of farm-
ers due to overflowing of
water from Darri anicut
and playing an active role,
put it strongly in the
District Panchayat meet-

ing. After this District
Panchayat President
Geeta Sahu gave her con-
sent and formed a team of
officials to conduct inves-
tigation into the same.

So on Friday the investi-
gation team arrived and
conducted inspection of
the site and this included
officials and CEs from
PHE, WRD, IES and they
also held talks with the af-
fected farmers and as-
sured them to write-off
the matter after preparing
detailed report and mak-

ing provision in the
Budget. Along with this
they also said that to pro-
vide relief to farmers,
soon the works will be
started. During this the af-
fected farmers apprised
the officials and CEs and
public reps about their
grievances and refused to
take any compensation for
the piece of land washed-
off and demanded restora-
tion of their land.

MLA has not met af-
fected farmers so far:

With news about land of

the farmers getting
washed-off near Darri
Anicut is in news for last
few months and despite
this the regional MLA
Daleshwar Sahu had not
even found time to visit
the farmers in last two
months. Not that the MLA
is not having information
about it, but being a
farmer by profession, the
news MLA not visiting the
affected farmers to know
about their pain and woes,
is pretty hot in the market
these days.

Inquiry team assures farmers of early relief
 Visits Darri 

Anicut, meet
affected farmers

Rajnandgaon, Oct 09: 

Secretary Chief
Minister DD Singh took a
meeting of the Divisional
Commissioner and
Collectors through video
conferencing here in view
of the Collectors’
Conference. Secretary to
Chief Minister, Mr. Singh
said that work should be
done by paying special at-
tention to the ambitious
schemes of the govern-
ment, and while review-
ing the preparation of
Rural Industrial Park, he
said that under this
scheme, work has to be
done by promoting small
enterprises. Rural indus-
trial parks can be devel-

oped in Gauthans and for
this, there is a need to in-
volve self-help groups,
youth, entrepreneurs, due
to which they will get em-
ployment and their eco-
nomic condition will be-
come strong, he said.

Taking information
about the Narva program,
he said that the Narva
structures have yielded
good results and good
work is being done in this
direction. Taking infor-
mation about the works of

MNREGA, he said that for
this there is a need to in-
crease the number of
workers and provide
means of employment. He
assessed the impact on
agriculture due to
Girdavari, excessive rain
and scanty rain, Rural
landless agricultural la-
borer justice scheme, rev-
enue case, Krishna Kunj
scheme, purchase of
Kodo, Kutki and Ragi on
support price, recurring
grazing, C-mart scheme,
various other schemes in-
cluding Atmanand School
Scheme, Dhanwantri
Medical Scheme, Haat
Bazar Clinic Scheme, and
Chief Minister Suposhan
Yojna.

Pay attention to the ambitious
schemes of the Govt: DD Singh

Kanker, Oct 09: Two per-
sons have been arrested for
allegedly attempting to sell
tiger skin in  Kanker dis-
trict, police said on Sunday.
Acting on a tip-off, the po-
lice intercepted a vehicle at
Puriara bridge on Kanker-
Dudhawa road on Saturday
evening and recovered the
tiger’s skin, Kanker addi-

tional superintendent of
police (ASP) Avinash
Thakur said. The police ar-
rested Narottam Nishad
(28), a resident of Dudhawa
area, and Madan Lal
Markam (35), a native of
Sihawa in neighbouring
Dhamtari district, he said.
The authorities had re-
ceived information that

some persons were travel-
ling from Dudhawa to
Kanker looking for cus-
tomers to sell the tiger skin,
the official said. The esti-
mated value of the seized
tiger skin in the interna-
tional market is around Rs
50 lakh, he said. During in-
terrogation, the duo re-
vealed that some more peo-
ple were involved in smug-
gling the skin and they will
be apprehended soon, the
ASP said. The police are yet
to ascertain from where the
tiger skin was sourced. But
forest officials have said
that it might have been
sourced from Udanti-
Sitanadi tiger reserve
(Gariaband) or Indravati
tiger reserve (Bijapur) in
the state, he added.

Two held for attempting
to sell tiger skin 

Mainpur, Oct 09: In
Udanti Sitanadi Tiger
Reserve, under Wildlife
Protection Week, public
awareness rally was organ-
ized in many villages from
02 October to 07 October
and essay painting, debate;
quiz competition was or-
ganized in schools, on the
last day of wildlife conser-
vation week. A huge rally
was taken out by the Forest
Department and students
in the Tehsil Headquarters
Mainpur Nagar, and the
chief guest in the program
was Varun Jain, Deputy
Director of Udanti
Sitanadi Tiger Reserve,
headed by Assistant

Director BK Lakda, WTI as
a special guest. Dr. RP
Mishra, Rameshwari
Dhruv, Sushma Das, Radha
Roshan Sahu, Ishwari
Patel were specially pres-
ent from New Delhi.

On this occasion, Deputy
Director of Udanti
Sitanadi Tiger Reserve,

Varun Jain said in his ad-
dress that it is very impor-
tant to protect and promote
the extinct species of wild
animals, and many species
of wild animals have be-
come extinct due to materi-
alism, encroachment, and
we need to take a pledge
today to protect and pro-

mote these extinct species.
Udanti Sitanadi Assistant
Director BK Lakda said
that there are many rare
species within the forests
of this area and it is the re-
sponsibility of all of us to
protect them and maintain
the rich diversity of the
State. On this occasion,

mainly Forest Range
Officer Udanti
Kulhadighat Amarsingh
Thakur, Idagaon
Chandrabali Dhruv,
Taurega Bhukhan Lal
Sori, Mainpur Sanjit
Markam, Deputy Forest
Officer Danveer Chinda,
Gangaram Thakur, Jeet
Kanwar, Baikunth Thakur
were present.

Government High
School Deharguda, DAV
Chief Minister Public
School Deharguda,
Government Girls High
School Mainpur, Saraswati
Shishu Mandir Mainpur,
Government Higher
Secondary School Mainpur
and Swami Atmanand
English Medium School
competed in the wildlife
conservation week.

Wildlife Protection Week celebrated
 In Udanti Sitanadi

Tiger Reserve Rajnandgoan, Oct 09:

Due to festive season
there is situation of traf-
fic-jam in the city on
daily basis and on Friday
there was jam near
Cinema Line at around
6:00 pm. The condition
was so worse that even
the pedestrians could not
find path to walk upon
and it was after lots of ef-
forts that the jawans of
the Traffic department
could store normalcy and
free the area from traffic-
jam. As per information
in this regard from
sources, the rush of
crowd and vehicles has
increased manifold due
to festive seasoin. It is

learnt that at around 6:00
pm, large number of two-
four wheelers entered the
Cinema line in city and
due to which both faced
problems and it resulted
in huge traffic-jam for
hours.

The situation re-
mained uncleared for
about half-an-hour and
the people remained in
trouble for long. The con-
dition was such that even
the people on foot could
not find place to walk.

But soon information
was communicated to the
traffic department and
jawans were deputed and
somehow they got the
traffic cleared in short
time.

Daily condition like
jam:

Daily there is condi-
tion of traffic-jam in
city and due to festive
season no additional
force has been deployed
and this type of situa-
tion normally exists in
Gudaku Line, Cinema
Line, Ramadhin Marg,
Kamathi Line, Ganja
CHowok, Manav Mandir
Chowk, Jaistambh
Chowk, Junihatri as
there is huge movement
of goods and commer-
cial vehicles in the re-
gion in order to have
sufficient storage to
meet the market de-
mands in coming Diwali
festival.

Cinema line faces traffic-jam for hours
Poses problems to commuters and those in vehicles
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Age catching up with Nitish
Kumar, claims Kishor

Patna, Oct 09 (PTI) 

Poll strategist-turned-
activist Prashant Kishor
on Sunday alleged that
age was catching up with
Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, who was
also feeling “politically
isolated, after being sur-
rounded by people whom
he did not trust”.

Kishor made the sting-
ing remarks in response
to the statement by 71-
year-old Kumar the day
before that the former
was working for the BJP
and had once advised
him to merge the JD(U)
with the Congress.

“Slowly, age seems to
be catching up with
Nitish Kumar and he
seems to be growing delu-

sional,” said Kishor, who
has earlier worked with
the Bihar CM both as a
professional and a party
colleague.

“Kumar starts speak-
ing one thing and ends
up speaking something
altogether different. If he
believes I am working for
the BJP, why would I sug-
gest a move that could
strengthen the
Congress,” the 45-year-
old activist, who is cur-
rently on a 3,500-km-long
‘pada yatra’, covering
every nook and corner of
Bihar, said in a short
video statement.

Kumar keeps uttering
things which have no
meaning, the founder of
political consultancy
firm I-PAC claimed.

Drugs, liquor seized from 
different parts of Kerala

Palakkad, Oct 09 (PTI) 

A large quantity of
ganja and liquor were
seized from different parts
of Kerala on Sunday
morning by the police in
the wake of massive ‘No to
Drugs’ campaign
launched by the state gov-
ernment recently.

A team from
Thalayolaparambu police
station in Kottayam dis-
trict arrested two persons
early in the morning al-
legedly with a huge quan-
tity of ganja, an officer of
the police station said.

As the accused were yet
to be presented before the
court, exact details of the
drug haul and where it
was being brought from
was not shared by the offi-
cer. In a separate incident,
two men were arrested

from Chalakudy in
Thrissur district by police
for allegedly trying to
smuggle 185 bottles of
liquor into the state from
Mahe, a senior police offi-
cer said.

The arrest was made
based on a tip-off received
by the police, the officer
said, adding that it was all
part of the statewide anti-
drug campaign.

Besides these two, a pri-
vate bus driver and clean-
er were arrested from
Walayar toll plaza in
Palakkad district by the
Excise department in the
morning for possessing
hashish oil and ganja.

There were passengers
on board the bus, which
was coming from
Bengaluru, at the time of
the arrest, the excise offi-
cer said.

IIT Mandi start up to launch world’s
first giant swing backed by AI 

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI) 

Come January, tourists
in Manali will be able to
get adrenaline rush riding
a giant swing backed by
Artificial Intelligence (AI),
which has been built by a
start up incubated at
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Mandi
and is claimed to be the
first-of-its kind in the
world.

Founded by four child-
hood adventure enthusiast
friends who are engineers
and certified rock
climbers and moun-
taineers, the start up
called ‘ManaliSwing’, has
completed its human jump
trials and is in process of

filing five patents for the
concept and design.

The team claims it has
already been approached
by Dubai government to

launch the swing in the
country and is in conver-
sation with interested
agencies in Switzerland
too.

BJP announces candidates for by-polls 

Patna, Oct 09 (PTI) 

The BJP on Sunday an-
nounced its candidates for
by-elections to Mokama
and Gopalganj assembly
seats in Bihar, which
would be the first test of
strength for the party
against the ruling seven-
p a r t y
“Mahagathbandhan”.

According to a commu-
nication issued by the
party’s national general
secretary Arun Singh, the
Gopalganj candidate will
be Kusum Devi, wife of
party MLA Subhash Singh
whose recent death neces-
sitated the by-poll.

Singh, who was serving
his fourth term from the
seat, died on August 16, ex-

actly a week after Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s
volte-face stripped his
party of power.

His wife is expected to
cash in on the sympathy
wave generated in favour
of the 59-year-old leader
who lost his life to compli-
cations arising out of a
kidney transplant.

In Mokama, where the
by-poll has been necessi-
tated by the disqualifica-
tion of four-term MLA
Anant Kumar Singh, the
BJP seems to have fac-
tored in muscle power as
well as caste equations in
giving ticket to a green-
horn, Sonam Devi.

Sonam Devi is married
to Nalini Ranjan Singh
alias Lalan Singh, a local
toughie who has been at
loggerheads with fellow
Bhumihar Anant Singh,
one of the most dreaded

gangsters turned politi-
cians spawned by Bihar’s
badlands.

Her candidature has
been announced just a day
after her husband quit the
Chief Minister’s JD(U)
which he had joined ahead
of the 2020 assembly polls,
hoping for a party ticket
and had been sulking ever
since being overlooked.

Notably, this would be
the first occasion for the
BJP in more than two
decades to contest the seat
where it has chosen to sup-
port its allies like JD(U)
and LJP. The last time the
party had entered the fray
there was in 1995 when it
was not a force to reckon
with in Bihar.

Anant Singh, whose
elder brother Dilip Singh
had won the seat more
than once in the 1990s and
served as a minister in the

governments of Lalu
Prasad and Rabri Devi, did
a hat-trick from Mokama
for JD(U) until parting
ways with Nitish Kumar
in 2015 when he retained
his constituency as an
Independent.

Anant Singh, who was
recently convicted in two
cases relating to recovery
of arms and explosives
from his residences in the
state capital and at
Mokama, retained the seat
in 2020 on a ticket of the
RJD, the party with which
Nitish Kumar’s truck had
led him to revolt five years
earlier.

His wife Neelam Devi is
lobbying for an RJD ticket,
though the ruling alliance,
which includes JD(U),
Congress and three Left
parties, is yet to decide on
which party will contest
the two by-polls.

Fake ID-printing websites using
customers’ info for cyber fraud

Noida, Oct 09 (PTI) 

Hundreds of fake identi-
ty card-printing websites
are operating out of Uttar
Pradesh and duping peo-
ple by using their personal
information, according to
a cyber security research
firm.

The websites put out ad-
vertisements offering to
make physical identity
cards like Aadhaar, PAN,
driving licence etc. and de-
liver those at the cus-
tomers’ doorstep at afford-
able rates, CloudSEK, the
Bengaluru-based firm, has
claimed.

The personal informa-
tion of people is used to
carry out social engineer-
ing attacks, identity thefts,
phishing attacks, while it

can also be exploited to
carry out unauthorised fi-
nancial transactions and
issuing SIM cards illegally,
it noted.

A large number of such
cyber threat actors mush-
roomed following the out-
break of the COVID-19
pandemic and are based in
western Uttar Pradesh,
CloudSEK has found in a
new research.

When contacted,
Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Crime, Uttar
Pradesh, Triveni Singh
told PTI that his depart-
ment is seized of com-
plaints of impersonation
and already investigating
a number of such cases.

“Such matters are being
reported from bigger
cities, especially those in
the National Capital
Region (NCR),” he said.

Singh asked people to re-
port any online offence im-

mediately at the dedicated
helpline number 1930 or at
cybercrime.gov.in.

Earlier, CloudSEK’s con-
textual artificial intelli-
gence (AI) risk platform
uncovered identity card-
printing frauds orchestrat-
ed by Uttar Pradesh-based
groups as it noted that de-
spite India’s digital revolu-
tion, a large swath of the
population still prefers
physical copies over digi-
tised versions of docu-
ments, especially when it
comes to identity cards
such as a driving licence,
Aadhaar etc.

“This need accounts for
the existence of corner
shops that provide ID-
printing services.
However, with physical
stores shutting down due
to the pandemic, many
have turned to the inter-
net to avail ID-printing
services,” it noted.

‘Contest with Tharoor is for betterment of country and Cong’

Srinagar, Oct 09 (PTI) 

Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Sunday said his contest
with Shashi Tharoor for the
post of party president was
aimed at putting forth their
viewpoints for the better-
ment of the country and the
party.

Kharge said this during
an interaction with party
delegates at Congress office
here, where he sought their
support for the AICC presi-

dential election.
“This is an internal elec-

tion. It is like two brothers
at home, who are not fight-
ing, but placing their points
of view and trying to per-
suade each other,” he said.

The Congress party veter-
an said the election cam-
paign was not about what a
particular candidate will do
if he becomes the president
of the party, but what they
can do together.

“My belief is... What I
will do is not the question.
The question is what we
both will do together for the
country and for the party,
this is important.

“Let us not talk about

whether I will do this or
that, or talk about someone
else. How will you (party
workers) and me together
make the party stronger,
save the country’s constitu-
tion and its democracy, that
is the question.

“Today, the country’s at-
mosphere is deteriorating
and we have to make it
stronger by peace and unity.
That is why Bharat Jodo
yatra is on,” he said.

Kharge, 80, said he would
implement the Udaipur dec-
laration of the party if he
gets elected.

“If I get an opportunity,
then I will try to fully imple-
ment the Udaipur declara-
tion, because you have
made the declaration after
deliberations and placed a
few things before the party,
the country. I will try to take
that forward and will take
you along.“It is important to
take everyone along. I will
take everyone’s advice and
find solutions to the prob-
lems by discussing with
PCCs and others It is collec-

tive leadership,” he added.
Appealing to the dele-

gates to support his candi-
dature, the former leader of
the Opposition in Rajya
Sabha said there was no
pressure on anyone and
whoever was supporting
him, was doing so happily.

He also said Rahul
Gandhi was the only option
if the party has to become
stronger and powerful.

“When I met Madam
(Sonia) Gandhi, I told her if
the party has to become
stronger and powerful, then
there is no option other
than Rahul Gandhi because
he fights on the roads, in the
Parliament, and now he has
vowed to walk 3500 km and
he has walked three states.

“It is his commitment. He
is walking on the roads and
not taking decisions in an
AC chamber. Thousands
and lakhs of people are join-
ing. This Bharat Jodo yatra
is about uniting the think-
ing of the people of the
country and not about di-
viding them,” he said.

‘Many BJP cadres in Guj secretly support AAP’
Dharampur (Guj), Oct 09 (PTI) 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday claimed that many
leaders and workers of the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in Gujarat se-
cretly support his Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and
want to see the defeat of
their own party in the up-
coming Assembly elec-
tions.

Targeting the BJP over
the posters that surfaced
in several Gujarat cities on
Saturday in which he was
termed as “anti-Hindu”,
the AAP’s national con-
vener said those behind
the posters were “demons
and descendants of Kans”.

“Many BJP leaders and
workers meet me and se-
cretly ask me to do some-
thing to defeat the ruling
party. I would like to tell all
the BJP workers and lead-
ers who want to defeat
their party to work secret-
ly for AAP,” he said at a

rally in tribal-dominated
Valsad district in Gujarat,
where Assembly polls are
slated to be held in the
next couple of months.

“We have to break 27
years of their (BJP’s) arro-
gance. I know you have
your businesses, if you
join us they will damage
your business. You stay
there, but secretly work to
defeat it. Congress work-

ers need not fear, you can
leave your party and join
AAP. Forget your party,”
Kejriwal said.

He called upon the vot-
ers to support AAP in the
upcoming election in
order to “wipe out the
demons”.

Everyone should get
united for a new Gujarat.
Do not care about the
party, work for Gujarat,

work for the country, he
said, and claimed that
AAP will usher in a “new
storm, new politics, new
party, new faces, new
ideas, and new dawn”.

The Delhi CM also
slammed the BJP work-
ers, saying, “They go
around and whisper that
‘While Kejriwal is good,
he will not win in
Gujarat this time, but
next time’. If anyone tells
you so, then know that he
is from the BJP. Tell him
that not next time, but
(Kejriwal will win this
time).”

On the banners calling
him “anti-Hindu”, he al-
leged, “Those who insult
god are called ‘rakshas’
(demons). Those who in-
sult gods are called ‘Kans
ki aulaad’ (descendants
of Kans). What would
demons do in ancient
times? They would enter
any village, indulge in
hooliganism, tease and
rape women.”

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Devotees pray while having a glimpse of holy relic on the occasion of Eid-e-Milad-un-
Nabi (SAW) at Hazratbal shrine, in Srinagar, Sunday

RSS EVENT

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) volunteers take part in a programme in
Jabalpur, Sunday.

BRIEF

Arrested
 Firozabad: A

woman’s skeleton was
exhumed here in the
district’s Kithaut vil-
lage after almost two
years, leading to the
arrest of two men, in-
cluding her lover who
had allegedly buried
her body in his room
after killing her, police
here said on Sunday.
Khushbu, 20, daugh-
ter of one Bikram
Singh, a resident of
Kithaut, had gone
missing on November
20, 2020, police said.
After she was report-
ed missing, a case was
registered against
Gaurav under sec-
tions 363 (kidnapping)
and 366 (kidnapping,
abducting or inducing
a woman to compel
her marriage) of the
IPC.

Electrocution 
 Bahraich: Six people,

including five minors,
were killed while four
sustained burn in-
juries after they came
in contact with a high-
tension wire in this
Uttar Pradesh district
on Sunday, police said.
The incident took
place around 4 am in
Masupur village in
the Nanpara area
when the villagers
were taking out a pro-
cession and an iron
rod kept in a cart
came in contact with
the wire, locals said.
Additional
Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Ashok
Kumar told PTI that
while four people
were killed on the
spot, one died during
treatment in a hospi-
tal.

Raped
 Sultanpur: An engi-

neering student was
allegedly raped in a
moving car and
thrown near a canal
here in Jaisinghpur
area, police said on
Sunday. The incident
had taken place
Friday evening when
a 23-year-old BTech
student flagged an
SUV for lift to go back
home, they said. The
driver allegedly raped
her inside the car,
threw her near a
canal, and fled.

Mishap
 Hazaribag: A 40-

year-old man was
killed and eight oth-
ers were injured
when a vehicle fitted
with a loudspeaker
came in contact with
a high tension live
wire during Eid-e-
Milad-Un-Nabi pro-
cession in
Jharkhand’s
Hazaribag district on
Sunday, a senior po-
lice officer said.A
tractor fitted with a
loud speaker was
crossing a road at
Pagar Tola in
Barkagaon, about 80
km from state capital
Ranchi, when it came
in contact with over-
head high-tension
wire and caught fire
in which one person
was killed and eight
others were injured,
Superintendent of
Police, Manoj Ratan
Chothe said.

A vendor waits for 
customers amid rains, in
New Delhi, Sunday. Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal with Punjab CM

Bhagwant Mann addresses the media in Valsad. 

Congress presiden-
tial candidate
Mallikarjun Kharge
speaks during his
election campaign
at the party office,
in Srinagar, Sunday, 

A vendor waits for
customers amid
rains, in New Delhi,
Sunday.

 UP cops launch
probe

 To two assembly
seats in Bihar

Adventure enthusiast engineers who are planning to
launch world’s first giant swing backed by Artificial
Intelligence (AI) through a start-up at IIT Mandi.

 In Manali



SPACEX FALCON 9

A SpaceX Falcon 9 lifts off from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station on Merritt Island
in Cape Canaveral, Fla. The rocket is carrying Intelsat G33 and 34, a pair of commercial
communications satellites.
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Lahore, Oct 09 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Saturday appeared be-
fore a special court here in
a multi-million dollar
money laundering case
against him.

Shehbaz, 70, and his sons
Hamza, 47, and Suleman,
40, were booked by the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) in November
2020 under various sec-
tions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act and Anti-
Money Laundering Act in
a Rs 16 billion money laun-
dering case.The case is
being heard by a special
court in Lahore, which had
already granted pre-arrest
bails to both Shehbaz and
Hamza. Suleman is ab-
sconding and living in
Britain. During the hear-
ing on Saturday, Shehbaz
requested the court to

allow him to speak which
the judge granted. “I never
committed a single penny
of corruption nor received
any kickbacks in any proj-
ect during my tenure as the
chief minister of Punjab.
During my tenure, I would
give up my salary and
other perks amounting to
Rs 100 million,” the prime
minister said. The father
and son’s counsel Amjad
Pervaiz presented his argu-
ments in his clients’ plea
for acquittal, informing the
court that the FIA has re-
moved charges of PKR 9 bn
from its charge sheet ini-
tially presented before the
court as it has no proof
against his clients. The
counsel further said that
the indictment of the PM
and his son was not possi-
ble in this case as it lacks
evidence.

The court adjourned the
hearing till October 11.

Pak PM Shehbaz Sharif
appears before special court

in money laundering case
Seoul, Oct 09 (AP):

North Korea fired two
short-range ballistic mis-
siles toward its eastern
waters on Sunday, the lat-
est in its barrage of
weapons tests in recent
days, after the North
warned against the US
redeployment of an air-
craft carrier for a new
round of drills with
South Korean warships.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in a
statement it detected the
two missiles launched
between 1:48 am and 1:58
am on Sunday from the
North’s eastern coastal
city of Munchon.

It said South Korea’s
military has boosted its
surveillance posture and
maintains a readiness in
close coordination with
the United States.

The Japanese govern-

ment also said North
Korea fired what was
possible ballistic mis-
siles.

Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
instructed officials to do
their utmost to gather
and analyze information
about the suspected
launches and inform the
public of any accurate
information quickly,
while ensuring the safety
of aircraft and ships
around Japan and
preparing for any contin-
gencies, according to his
office.

The Japanese coast
guard said it has warned
ships around the coun-
try’s coasts about falling
objects and urged them
to stay away.

The launch, the
North’s seventh round of
weapons tests in two
weeks, came hours after

the United States and
South Korea wrapped a
new round of naval drills
off the Korean
Peninsula’s east coast.

The drills involved the
nuclear-powered aircraft
carrier USS Ronald
Reagan and its battle
group, which returned to
the area after North
Korea fired a powerful
missile over Japan last
week to protest the carri-
er group’s previous
training with South
Korea. On Saturday,
North Korea’s Defence
Ministry warned that
the Regan’s redeploy-
ment was causing a “con-
siderably huge negative
splash” in regional secu-
rity. The North’s Defence
Ministry said called its
recent missile tests a
“righteous reaction” to
intimidating military
drills between its rivals.

North Korea regards
US-South Korean mili-
tary exercises as an inva-
sion rehearsal and is es-
pecially sensitive if such
drills involve US strate-
gic assets like an aircraft
carrier. North Korea has
argued it was forced to
pursue a nuclear
weapons programme to
cope with US nuclear
threats. US and South
Korean officials have re-
peatedly said they have
no intentions of attack-
ing the North.

North Korea’s latest
launches added to its
record-breaking pace of
weapons tests this year.
The recent weapons tests
included a nuclear-capa-
ble missile that flew over
Japan for the first time
in five years and demon-
strated a range to strike
the US Pacific territory
of Guam and beyond.

North Korea launches 2 missiles toward
sea after US-South Korea drills

Kyiv, Oct 09 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin signed a
decree late Saturday tight-
ening security for the
Kerch Bridge and for en-
ergy infrastructure be-
tween Crimea and Russia.

Russia’s federal securi-
ty service, the FSB, was
put in charge of the effort,
according to a Kremlin
statement.

The move by Putin
came after an explosion
Saturday caused the par-
tial collapse of the bridge
that link the Crimean

Peninsula with Russia,
damaging an important

supply artery for the
Kremlin’s faltering war

effort.
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in a
video address, indirectly
acknowledged the attack
on the bridge by talking
about the weather in
Crimea but did not ad-
dress its cause.

“Today was a good and
mostly sunny day on the
territory of our state,” he
said. “Unfortunately, it
was cloudy in Crimea.”

He said Ukraine wants
a future “without occu-
piers. Throughout our ter-
ritory, in particular in
Crimea”.

Putin tightens infrastructure security after blast on bridge
Washington, Oct 09 (PTI):

The United States has
issued four travel advi-
sories for India this year
and since March 28 main-
tained the same low
Level 2 exercise in-
creased caution for its
citizens planning to trav-
el to the country.
Introduced several years
ago, the American travel
advisories maintained
and issued by the
Department of State is
now broadly bifurcated

into four different colour-
coded levels from 1 to 4,
with one (white) being
the safest place to travel
and four (red) being the
no travel zone recom-
mended for its citizens.

Yellow-coloured Level 2
which advises
Americans to exercise in-
creased caution has been
the travel advisory for
India since March 28 of
this year, when the State
Department lowered it
from Level 3 travel advi-
sory of January 24. In
Level 3, the US advises its
citizens to reconsider
their travel to that partic-
ular country. The travel

advisory for India has
mostly been Level 2 and a
few times Level 3. It was
put into Level 4 category
at the peak of the COVID-
19 crisis in April 2021.

For all practical pur-
poses the last three travel
advisories this year
March 28, July 25 and
October 5 are similar in
nature and content has
been the same that now
there is normalization of
coronavirus situation in
India.

The issuing of travel
advisories by the United
States depends on a num-
ber of factors. Prominent
among these includes,

the situation in the coun-
try, public health con-
cerns, law and order, ter-
rorism, relationship with
that country and travel
season.

In India’s neighbor-
hood, Afghanistan and
Myanmar are placed in
the highest Level 4 cate-
gory, while Pakistan and
China have been put in
Level 3.

Bangladesh, Nepal,
Maldives and Sri Lanka
are in Level 2 along with
India while Bhutan is in
Level 1, in which the US
urges its citizens to exer-
cise normal precaution
during the travel.

US issues four travel advisories for India this year

Manila, Oct 09 (AP):

Philippine police killed
three detained Muslim
militants linked to the
Islamic State group after
they staged a jail rampage
Sunday that saw a police
officer stabbed and a for-
mer opposition senator
briefly held hostage in a
failed escape attempt from
the maximum-security fa-
cility in the police head-
quarters in the capital, po-
lice said.

National police chief
Gen. Rodolfo Azurin Jr.
said former Sen. Leila de
Lima was unhurt and
taken to a hospital for a
checkup following the
brazen escape attempt and
hostage-taking at the de-
tention center for high-
profile inmates at the

main police camp in
Metropolitan Manila.

One of the three in-
mates stabbed a police offi-
cer who was delivering
breakfast after dawn in an
open area, where inmates
could exercise outdoors. A
police officer in a sentry
tower fired warning shots,
and then shot and killed
two of the prisoners, in-
cluding Abu Sayyaf com-
mander Idang Susukan,
when they refused to yield,
police said. The third in-
mate ran to de Lima’s cell
and briefly held her
hostage, but he was also
gunned down by police
commandos, Azurin said.

“She’s safe. We were
able to quickly resolve the
incident inside the custo-
dial center,” Azurin told
reporters and justified po-

lice action to shoot the in-
mates. “Sen. De Lima was
already being held hostage
so should we let that very
critical situation drag
on?” Susukan, who had
been blamed for dozens of
killings and beheadings of
hostages, including for-
eign tourists, and other
terrorist attacks was ar-
rested two years ago in
southern Davao city.

The other two inmates,
Arnel Cabintoy and
Feliciano Sulayao Jr., were
suspected members of the
Dawlah Islamiyah, a
Muslim militant group
that has been linked to
bombings and other dead-
ly attacks in the country’s
south. They were arrested
in 2019 in suburban
Quezon city in the capital
region, and were facing

non-bailable charges like
Susukan, police officials
said.

Many militants belong-
ing to Abu Sayyaf, which
the United States and the
Philippines have blacklist-
ed as a terrorist organisa-
tion, and the Dawlah
Islamiyah have aligned
themselves with the
Islamic State group.

The police officer who
was stabbed with an im-
provised knife was in seri-
ous condition at a hospital,
Azurin said. Another in-
mate was injured in the
rampage, police said.

Interior Secretary
Benhur Abalos said the
three slain inmates staged
the rampage in an attempt
to escape and did not
specifically target de
Lima.

Philippine ex-senator briefly held hostage in jail rampage
Sulimaniyah, Oct 09 (AP):

A n t i - g o v e r n m e n t
demonstrations erupted
Saturday in several loca-
tions across Iran as the
most sustained protests
in years against a deeply
entrenched theocracy en-
tered their fourth week.
At least two people were
killed.

Marchers chanted anti-
government slogans and
twirled headscarves in
repudiation of coercive
religious dress codes.

In some areas, mer-
chants shuttered shops
in response to a call by
activists for a commer-
cial strike or to protect
their wares from dam-
age.

Later Saturday, hack-
ers broke into the

evening news on Iran’s
state TV for 15 seconds,
just as footage of the

country’s supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, was being

broadcast.
The hackers flashed an

image of Khamenei sur-
rounded by flames. A
caption read “Join us and
stand up!” and “The
blood of our youth is
dripping from your
claws,” a reference to
Khamenei.

A song with the lyrics
“Woman. Life. Freedom”
a common chant of the
protesters played in the
background.

The protests erupted
September 17, after the
burial of 22-year-old
Mahsa Amini, a Kurdish
woman who had died in
the custody of Iran’s
feared morality police.
Amini had been detained
for an alleged violation of
strict Islamic dress codes
for women.

2 killed as demonstrations around Iran enter 4th week

Kyiv, Oct 09 (AP):

A Russian attack on
Zaporizhzhia overnight
struck apartment build-
ings and killed at least 17
people, a top official in the
Ukrainian city said on
Sunday. City council
Secretary Anatoliy Kurtev
said the city was struck by
rockets overnight, and
that at least five private
houses were destroyed and
around 40 were damaged.
The Ukrainian military
also confirmed the attack,
saying that there were
dozens of casualties.

The strike came after an
explosion Saturday caused
the partial collapse of a
bridge linking the
Crimean Peninsula with
Russia, damaging an im-
portant supply artery for
the Kremlin’s faltering
war effort in southern
Ukraine and hitting a tow-
ering symbol of Russian
power in the region.

Zaporizhzhia has been
repeatedly hit in recent
weeks and is in the
Ukrainian controlled-part
of a region that Russian
President Vladimir Putin

annexed in violation of in-
ternational law last week.

A part of the region cur-
rently in Russian control
is home to the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant, Europe’s
largest.

It has repeatedly been
imperiled by fighting, and
lost its last remaining ex-

ternal power source as a
result of renewed shelling,
the UN nuclear watchdog
said Saturday. It is now re-
lying on emergency diesel
generators.

No one has claimed re-
sponsibility for the
Crimea bridge attack, but
it was a significant blow to
Russia and could lead to

an escalation of the con-
flict. Some Russian law-
makers are calling for
Putin to declare a “coun-
terterrorism operation,”
rather than the term “spe-
cial military operation”
that has downplayed the
scope of fighting to ordi-
nary Russians. Putin
signed a decree late

Saturday tightening secu-
rity for the bridge and for
energy infrastructure be-
tween Crimea and Russia,
and put Russia’s federal se-
curity service, the FSB, in
charge of the effort.

Hours after the explo-
sion, Russia’s Defense
Ministry announced that
the air force chief, Gen.
Sergei Surovikin, would
now command all Russian
troops in Ukraine.
Surovikin, who this sum-
mer was placed in charge
of troops in southern
Ukraine, had led Russian
forces in Syria and was ac-
cused of overseeing a
bombardment that de-
stroyed much of Aleppo.

The 19-kilometer (12-
mile) Kerch Bridge, on a
strait between the Black
Sea and the Sea of Azov, is
a symbol of Moscow’s
claims on Crimea and an
essential link to the penin-
sula, which Russia an-
nexed from Ukraine in
2014. The USD 3.6 billion
bridge, the longest in
Europe, is vital to sustain-
ing Russia’s military oper-
ations in southern
Ukraine.

Strikes on Ukrainian city 
of Zaporizhzhia kill 17

Ukrainian Emergency Service, rescuers work at the scene of a building damaged 
by shelling in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Sunday, Oct. 9.

People take part in a protest against Iran’s government in
Parliament Square, in London. The protests erupted Sept.
17, after the burial of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, a Kurdish
woman who had died in the custody of Iran’s feared
morality police. Amini had been detained for an alleged 
violation of strict Islamic dress codes for women.

Maintains same
level since March 28

This satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies
shows damage to the Kerch Bridge, which connects the
Crimean Peninsula with Russia crossing a strait between
the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, and rail cars on fire.

VViinnoodd  CChhaannddrraasshheekkhhaarr  DDiixxiitt

Every year, World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is celebrated twice in a year.
On Saturday, 9th October people all over the world celebrated World
Migratory Bird Day to raise awareness of migratory birds and the need for
international cooperation to conserve them. Firstly it is held on the Second
Saturday of May and again on the Second Saturday of October. It is observed
to spread awareness for the need to conserve migratory birds and their habi-
tats. The day originated in 2006, when the United Nations decided the need to
make the global population aware of the migratory linkages between regions
all over the world. Since then around 118 countries have participated and
hosted the event. In fact, birds are very important to life on earth. They help
to pollinate plants, spread seeds, and have been part of human life for thou-
sands of years. Unlike rats and mice, birds are not pests. Over the past few
decades, the world’s governments have endorsed many international agree-
ments relevant to the conservation of biodiversity, demonstrating their will-
ingness to cooperate in tackling important environmental issues. The chal-
lenge now is to harness this commitment and ensure that concrete actions are
taken where they are most needed. In several countries, the engagement of
civil society and indigenous peoples’ organisations has resulted in impressive
progress. There are signs of increasing action in the private sector, too. Birds
can be found everywhere: in cities and in the countryside; in parks and back-
yards, in forests and mountains, and in wetlands and along the shores. They
connect all these habitats and they connect us, reminding us of our own con-
nection to the planet, the environment, wildlife and each other. Through their
seasonal movements, migratory birds are also regularly reminding us of
nature’s cycles.In other words, birds are nature’s ambassadors. So, it becomes
imperative to restore the ecological connectivity and integrity to boost the
natural movements of the migratory birds. These are important to ensure
migratory birds’ survival and well-being.The number of migratory birds is
decreasing with each passing day due to various threats including illegal
killing, destruction of natural habitat, and toxins released in the environment.
As migratory birds connect nations, people, and ecosystems, World Migratory
Bird Day highlights creating more measures for their conservation. Its aim is
to safeguard breeding, non-breeding and ensure a healthy bird population.
Today, one in eight bird species is threatened with global extinction, with 189
species. Migration is a perilous journey and involves a wide range of threats,
often caused by human activities. Climate change, habitat loss, plastic pollu-
tion are just a few of the diverse threats that the birds face. As migratory birds
depend on a range of sites along their distribution area, the loss of wintering
and stopover sites could have a dramatic impact on the birds’ chances of sur-
vival.Most birds migrate at night. They have been doing this for eons, as a
night sky typically means calmer air space and fewer predators. Nocturnally
migrating birds include ducks and geese, plovers and sandpipers, and song-
birds of all kinds. These birds may travel thousands of miles between their
breeding and non- breeding grounds. World Migratory Bird Day 2022 is there-
fore not only a celebration of birds, it is also an important moment to reflect
on our own global relationship with nature and to highlight our collective
desire to do more to protect birds and nature in a post-pandemic world. Bird
day is not just a day. Celebrate our migratory birds 365 days a year.
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Truly, sickening
indeed

Even after killing the Father of
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi
more than 74 years ago, the
Akhil Bharat Hindu
Mahasabha, still not pacified.
If not then why at a Durga Puja
Pandal organised by them
depiction of a dhoti-clad bald
man with a walking stick, bear-
ing resemblance to Mahatma
Gandhi as Asura? Though
Kolkata Police intervenes and
changes the getup of Asura by
removing the glasses and put-
ting a mustache and hair on it.
But the big question. If India
continues on in the present
manner, someday sooner or
later, the Father of the Nation
will be converted into a dae-
mon by the politically superior.
People wonder was it a real
demonstration of freedom of
expression guaranteed under
the Constitution? Who knows
that it is not accurately the
attitude and dispensation of
the current regime at the
Center? Whatsoever, the
Mamata Banerjee government
must take action against those
responsible for such disre-
spect.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Declining Economy 
India had imposed ban on export
of wheat as well as non basmati
rice which is the indicator that
country had already started the
steps to control the expected
recession next year which will
be result of high inflation and
high rates of interest.Though
many countries opposed this
step but the country took the
stand that we have to first watch
the sentiments of a common
man and I would like to refer one
more instance when govt
refused to import dairy products
from USA untill and unless there
is certification certificate that no
animal blood was mixed with the
feed consumed by them. While
the World Bank scaled down the
forecast to 6.5% for the current
fiscal from its earlier estimate of
7.5%, announced in June, the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD) has said the GDP growth is
expected to decelerate to 5.7%
in 2022 from 8.2% last year due
to higher financing costs and
weaker public expenditures.
Last week, the Reserve Bank of
India too cut its growth forecast
to 7% from an earlier estimate
of 7.2% after increasing the repo
rate by 50 basis points to 5.9% to
fight inflation. Another area of
concern is that the services sec-
tor activity fell to a six-month
low in September due to a cool-
ing in demand amid soaring
prices. High inflation and low
demand pulled India’s factory
growth to a three-month low in
September.  The PMI data,
released every month, is an indi-
cator of the overall health of the
economy. Private sector sales
rose at the weakest pace in six
months, amid softer increases in
manufacturing and services
economies. Hiring in the sector
continued for the fourth month
but fewer jobs were created
compared with August.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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President Droupadi Murmu during inauguration of the newly constructed secretariat building, in Chandigarh, Sunday, Oct. 9.
Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit is also seen. 

PRESIDENT IN CHANDIGARH

India desperately needed a modern attack helicopter to meet challenges
like faced by our valiant forces in Kargil conflict which was treacherously
thrust on India by Pakistan in 1999 lasting for nearly three months, espe-
cially one that was a better version even than US made Apacche twin
turbo shaft attack helicopter. Such a version designed specially for land-
ing and taking off from high altitudes was to be met and it is a matter of
great pride that it was got done and that too “Made in India”. That this
requirement could be met all indigenously is nothing short of a feat and a
great step towards being on a fast track of self reliance. Needless to add,
in today’s warfare helicopters are important next to none in their versatil-
ity hence the “Prachand” helicopter. It is, therefore, intensive and vigor-
ous thrust on the great importance of not relying on ”others” and doing it
mostly on ”our own” especially in defence products that has resulted in
making of an attack helicopter ” Prachand.” Not relying largely on other
countries has transformed India into an exporting country from a ”tradi-
tional” importing country with an increasing list of customer countries
swelling, now, up to over 70. Targets are accordingly fixed in respect of
how much to produce indigenously and how much more by which year to
be exported. By or before 2025, a target of such exports of defence prod-
ucts is slated to exceed Rs.35000 crore on annual basis. On October 3,
therefore, all Indian made attack helicopter named as “Prachand” became
an added prized possession of Indian Air Force. Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh in whose presence the fully “Bhartia” gunship LCH chopper
was inducted into the IAF rightly called it a “momentous occasion” for the
country’s defence production . The development of this nature –
“Prachand” attack flying machine in the levels of indigenous talent,
research, innovation and capabilities of India must surely have given some
measure of Goosebumps and cold shivers to our belligerent neighbours
who have constantly been not only showing but even practically execut-
ing acts of hostilities towards this country containing and thwarting
which, we, as a sovereign strong nation, have to be in perpetual defence
preparedness in all possible ways. It is, therefore, incumbent upon the
Government to make the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) more vibrant and equip it with all the requisite infra-
structure and more importantly, encourage those in all ways who are
engaged in developing, research, innovation, designing, engineering and
in adding other features like weapon (ising) to our defence products.
World is fast changing and so are the ways to fight modern day war.
Today’s war can never be fought with yester years ‘ obsolete defence
products and by conventional ways. A matching, a parity and a compati-
bility in developing and acquiring the weapons of all types is the need of
the hour including aircraft, war ships, advancement in IT techniques or
developing computer technology to disrupt, dislodge, incapacitate and
disrupt enemy’s strategic capabilities. A country, needless to add, is
deemed to be really strong if it has capabilities to largely stand on its own
legs rather than on other countries and in grave emergencies like wars,
touchstone of such greatness is where does the country stand mainly in
terms of defence requirements and its food production and stocks in addi-
tion to other sectors. Only then can we defend our freedom and territories
besides our vital and strategic national assets. ''Prachand” the name
given by the Union Defence Minister at the event means “Fierce” or
“Frenetic” which is what this LCH attack helicopter is said to be all about.
Needless to add, on November 19, 2021 Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
formally handed over the helicopter to the IAF thus paving the way for full
scale production after mandatory basic trials were conducted. This flying
machine has been duly tested both in high altitude bases as well as in
”extreme” hot desert conditions and can be fitted with air to air missiles
besides other weapons like 20 mm turret guns, rocket systems etc and is
to be used not only by the IAF but even by our Army. IAF is immediately to
get 10 and the Army 5 of these helicopters. Needless to add, within two
months, India demonstrated which heights our indigenisation mission had
touched through its three indigenously made items required for our
defence requirements. The howitzer 155 mm ATGS gun which gave the
(maiden) ceremonial gun salute at Red Fort on August 15, this year fol-
lowed by INS Vikrant and now LCH attack helicopter “Prachand”. Tejas
fighter aircraft has already earned worldwide awe and generated interest
in many countries including the most advanced ones. This helicopter is
twin engined, strong, fast, deadly accurate in striking , quick to land and
take off specially in high altitude mountainous regions from where the
vulnerability to country’s security threats is comparatively more. For mak-
ing defence products like the one under reference and with an aim to
make it entire indigenous, it is not a matter of days or months and, there-
fore, the journey of the Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) developing
state-of-the art manufacturing process for making ‘Prachand”, right from
conceiving to making followed by critical tests and trials and finally up to
actual induction in the Indian Air Force, it took nearly more than 12 years.

A big leap towards indigenisation

The beauty of migratory birds
lies in their freedom

T he Modi government is
taking landmark steps

to fulfill the dream of making
India a prosperous, developed
country in 25 years. The tar-
get to totally transform the
country with rapid, equitable
growth is achievable, and
will be achieved.

The transformation actual-
ly began eight years ago with
fundamental changes in gov-
ernance that has significant-
ly empowered and entitled
the common man, and
brought global spotlight on
India as the trusted partner
with which every country ea-
gerly wants to engage.

The latest step to acceler-
ate India’s rise to glory is the
New Logistics Policy.
Logistics is about 5 ‘R’s.
Getting the Right product, in
the Right condition, at the
Right place, at the Right time,
to the Right customer.

The new policy gets the ‘R’s
right, which will help the
small farmer, MSMEs, large
factories and the common
man. lt will lubricate and rev
up the engine of the economy
in a manner that creates
crores of jobs, eliminates dis-
parities between wealthy
metropolitan areas and the
countryside, speed up move-
ment of goods and people,
and create massive savings
from efficiency gains.

The policy will reduce lo-
gistics costs from an estimat-
ed 13-14% of GDP to single-
digit levels. The savings are
enormous. A five percentage-
point saving in a $3 trillion
economy amounts to efficien-
cy gains of $150 billion,

which is equal to the estimat-
ed value of India’s entire out-
sourcing industry.

The biggest gainer from
this bounty will be small
farmers and numerous
MSMEs as transportation
cost is a much heavier bur-
den on low-value goods com-
pared to precious consign-
ments like gems and jew-
ellery, which can be prof-
itable even if transported by
air.

Traditionally, small farm-
ers have often sold fruits and
vegetables at heartbreaking-
ly low prices as perishable
commodities need to reach
the buyer before they start
rotting. With better logistics,
these commodities can travel
longer and faster, therefore
much further and to new
markets.

Better logistics will signifi-
cantly improve supply and re-
duce costs. This means that
in the journey of agricultur-
al produce from the farm to
the fork, the economics can
change in a delightful man-
ner in which farmers get
more money and the buyer
gets cheaper food. The same
is true, in varying degrees,
for the entire shopping bas-
ket of every consumer be-
cause logistics cost is an im-
portant component in the
price of everything that is
produced, manufactured or
constructed.

The New Logistics policy
dovetails with other major
initiatives of the Modi gov-
ernment, particularly the PM
Gatishakti, the game-chang-
ing initiative that galvanizes

infrastructure building from
planning to execution with
digitally enabled systems
that break silos and provide a
wealth of data and multiple
layers of information. This
gives infrastructure project
planners and executers vital
information about forest
land, defence land, power
lines and data on several
other issues well in advance,
so that they don’t come up an
unpleasant surprise that de-
lays projects.

PM Gatishakti and the New
Logistics Policy also exempli-
fy PM Modi’s whole-of-the-
government approach that
gets rid of silos in gover-
nance.

These policies, along with
initiatives such as building
high-quality rural roads and
expressways, improving con-
tainer turnaround time,
faster and safer railways and
dedicated freight corridors,
will ensure world-class infra-
structure with world-class
digital backbones to provide
high-quality service – like in
developed countries -- to pro-
ducers, distributers and re-
tail customers.

These policies support
major initiatives to produce
high-quality products, signif-
icantly increase exports, in-
crease business engagement
with the world, become a
global manufacturing hub
and have a much bigger role
in global supply chains. All
these initiatives need effi-
cient logistics.

It is important to note that
global trade and exports have
been key instruments of
rapid economic growth and
job creation in countries that
have become prosperous.
India has adopted the strate-
gy of using trade agreements
to open up developed markets
for labour-intensive sectors
such as gems and jewellery,
leather and handicrafts.
Exporters have a lot of gain
from better logistics as their
goods will become more com-
petitive and can be delivered

to buyers in a faster and pre-
dictable manner.

As Prime Minister Modi
observed, exporters have to
compile shipping bill num-
bers, railway consignment
numbers, E-way bill numbers
etc to track and trace goods.
They also face multiple au-
thorities. To help them, the
Unified Logistics Interface
Platform has been launched.
Further, a digital platform
named Ease of Logistics
Services, or eLOGS, under
the logistics policy will help
resolve any issue they face.

Logistics in India has al-
ready improved significantly
in the eight game-changing
years of the Modi govern-
ment. The country could
move medicines, oxygen and
food in the peak of the Covid
pandemic. Visionary initia-
tives like Digital India helped
India adapt seamlessly to the
work-from-home require-
ment during the peak of the
pandemic.

Infrastructure and logis-
tics are now poised for the
quantum leap needed to
make India a developed coun-
try. Of course, policy alone
can’t do the job, but as the
PM observed “Progress =
Policy + Performance”.

The new policy was an-
nounced the day the chee-
tahs returned to the soil of
India. The arrival of
fastest animal on earth had
a message for transporta-
tion. “I expect you to trans-
port goods at the speed of a
cheetah,” the PM said to
emphasize his message for
logistics. Going by his com-
mendable track record and
perfor mance, India will
certainly race ahead – like
a cheetah – to become a de-
veloped country.

(The author is
Minister of Commerce &
Industry, Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution and
Textiles, Govt. of India;
and Leader of House in
Rajya Sabha.)

Making India sprint like a Cheetah

T he sight of hundreds of
thousands of bats

streaming from their roost at
dusk is one of nature's great
spectacles. Swarms can be so
dense they resemble rising
smoke at a distance. But the
aerial antics of the birds of
prey that hunt them are just
as astonishing. Studying
these behaviours in a remote
corner of the Chihuahuan
Desert (which stretches from
the southwest US to Mexico)
has been a highlight of my
almost 25-year career as a bi-
ologist studying animal
flight. My team's study was
done in collaboration with
bat scientist Laura Kloepper
(University of New
Hampshire). Prey animals
often find safety in numbers,
and bats are no exception.
Moving in a group dilutes an
individual's risk of being at-
tacked. It can also confuse
the predator and make it
harder for them to track a

target. This is called the con-
fusion effect. Humans get
disorientated in this way by
large groups of objects and
animals too. Swainson's
hawks tend to attack the
Mexican free-tailed bats they
feed on as the bats emerge in
swarms from their cave. The
bats fly much slower as they
leave their cave compared to
open airspace (they can
reach speeds of nearly 100
mph if the area is clear). My
team found the hawks
seemed unfazed by the confu-
sion effect.

Seeing clearly
How do hawks steer clear

of the confusion effect that
bewilders us humans when
watching a swarm? To an-
swer this question, we filmed
the hawks as they plunged
into the stream of bats flow-
ing from a cathedral-like
cave. High-definition video
cameras placed strategically
around the mouth of the bat

cave allowed my team to re-
construct the 3D trajectories
of the hawks and the bats
they attacked. But recreating
a behaviour is only the first
step towards understanding
its mechanics.

Next, my team analysed
how the hawks steered their
line of attack. We used a
computer simulation ap-
proach that we had first de-
veloped in 2017 to study the
attack behaviours of pere-
grine falcons. This method
uses a set of mathematical
formulae called differential
equations to simulate the
birds' behaviour. Our previ-
ous work had shown that the
attack behaviours of falcons
are steered in a similar way
to guided missiles, using a
technique called proportion-
al navigation. To understand
how this works, imagine
yourself as an aerial preda-
tor looking at your prey
while closing in on it at

speed. Your prey may try to
evade you. But if you turn at
a rate proportional to the
rate at which the compass
bearing of your prey
changes, then you will take a
path that gives you the best
chance of intercepting your
quarry.

Closing in
Even so, catching a bat in

your talons is not easy. It's a
complicated process that
more often than not ended in
failure for the hawks. So how
did the hawks select which
bat to grab once they had
closed in on the swarm? We
used graphing software to
trace how the line of sight
drawn from the attacker to
its target varied through the
attack.

This analysis revealed a
clear answer: the direction of
the line of sight to the target
remained almost constant on
all the attacks. It varied least
on those that ended in a suc-

cessful catch. This geometry
holds true for any pair of ob-
jects on a collision course.
Mariners are taught to spot a
constant bearing to avoid
crashes with other boats and
drivers use it intuitively to
merge safely onto a busy
road. The colony of up to
900,000 bats that we studied
emerged en masse in the
space of just a few minutes.
For a predator plunging into
this dense a swarm, there are
so many targets at least one
will be on a collision course.

The difficult bit is to iden-
tify and catch it. Whereas a
stationary onlooker will per-
ceive the whole swarm to be
in motion, the geometry of a
collision means that a mov-
ing observer will see any-
thing it is on course to hit as
stationary. Swarms, flocks,
and shoals that look confus-
ing to our own eyes seem
more orderly to a mobile
predator taking the plunge.

The science of why hawks are one of nature’s deadliest hunters

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

PIYUSH GOYAL



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  MONDAY, OCTOBER  10,  2022

BRIEF

Finmin
New Delhi: The fi-
nance ministry is
mulling several steps
like dipping into other
accounts of a cheque
issuer and prohibition
of opening of new ac-
counts of offenders to
effectively deal with
cheque bounce cases
which are clogging the
legal system. Many
suggestions were made
at a high-level meeting
recently called by the
ministry to deal with
the high incidence of
cheque bounce cases.
Some of the steps sug-
gested before taking
legal recourse included
debiting another ac-
counts of the cheque is-
suer if his or her ac-
count is short of funds
to honour the instru-
ment, sources said.

SBI
New Delhi: The State
Bank of India (SBI) has
lined up various non-
performing assets up
for sale this month and
the next, including the
fraud account of Sintex
BAPL, to recover over
Rs 746 crore. In an auc-
tion scheduled for
November 4, SBI will
put up NPAs for sale to
asset reconstruction
companies (ARCs)/ fi-
nancial institutions
(FIs), banks or Non-
Banking Financial
Companies (NBFCs).
The auction of NPAs
will include accounts of
Sintex BAPL with an
outstanding of Rs
197.74 crore; Surat
Hazira NH6 Tollway
Pvt Ltd of exposure of
Rs 335.54 crore and
Shreebhav Polyweaves
Pvt Ltd (Rs 20.20 crore).

Toy industry
Chennai: The toy in-
dustry in Tamil Nadu
can easily generate
nearly 30,000 jobs if it
receives the required
support from the state
government, which
would provide a
thrust to the sector.
With minimal number
of toy manufacturers
in the state, Chennai
and Tuticorin can be
ideal destinations for
the industry with port
connectivity, the
Tamil Nadu Toy
Dealers Association
President Santosh
Kumar said.

IDBI Bank 
New Delhi:In a first,
the government has
made it mandatory for
interested buyers of
IDBI Bank to provide
details for security
clearance from the
Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) in the
first stage of the bid-
ding process.So far, in
all instances of CPSE
privatisation, the gov-
ernment would seek de-
tails regarding security
clearance of the bid-
ders at the second stage
of the bidding process.

IT cos 
New Delhi: Indian IT
services companies
are expected to log
steady sequential rev-
enue growth in
September quarter but
an overhang of weak
global cues tinged with
macro risks will put
spotlight on manage-
ment commentary
around deal momen-
tum and demand out-
look, say analysts.
Brokerage reports and
analysts' notes on Q2
earnings preview an-
ticipate reasonably
strong growth quarter
for Indian IT firms de-
spite challenging
macroeconomic sce-
nario in the US and
Europe, but there are
fair bit of warnings
around "incremental
pockets of weakness"
or "slowdown in com-
ing quarters".

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

Amid fears of the world
slipping into recession,
India will perhaps emerge
as the strongest major
economy with 7 per cent
growth rate in FY23,
Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM) mem-
ber Sanjeev Sanyal said on
Sunday.

Sanyal observed that
India can grow at 9 per
cent in an external con-
ducive environment like
in early 2000s when the
global economy was grow-
ing.

"We are clearly entering
an environment where
many countries around
the world will be facing
much slower growth or
even slipping into reces-

sion.
"This is due to a combi-

nation of factors ranging
from tighter monetary pol-
icy to higher energy costs,
as well as disruptions
caused by the Ukraine
war," he told PTI in an in-
terview.

The World Bank on
October 6 projected 6.5 per
cent growth rate for the
Indian economy for 2022-
23, a drop of one percent-
age point from its June
2022 projections, citing de-
teriorating international

environment.
"Under those circum-

stances, India's perform-
ance will stand out as
being perhaps the
strongest of any major
economy in the world with
around 7 per cent GDP
growth rate in current fis-
cal year nonetheless,"
Sanyal said.

He emphasised that the
cumulative impact of sup-
ply side reforms over
many years by the Modi
government has meant
that India's economy is
currently much more flex-
ible and resilient than it
used to be.

Sanyal noted that if
India gets an external en-
vironment like the one it
had during 2002-03 to 2006-
07 when the global econo-
my was growing, global in-

flationary pressures were
muted, then its economy is
capable of delivering 9 per
cent growth.

"But obviously, we are
not in that environment
right now. So given that sit-
uation 7 per cent GDP
growth rate is a good per-
formance," he said.

The EAC-PM member
however cautioned
against pushing growth
unnecessarily "when the
highway has so many
bumps and hurdles in the
way".

The Reserve Bank of
India recently slashed the
growth projection to 7 per
cent for current fiscal year
from the earlier forecast of
7.2 per cent, citing aggres-
sive tightening of mone-
tary policies globally and
moderation in demand.

India will stand out with 7 pc growth rate
in FY23, says EAC-PM member Sanyal New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

Passenger and commer-
cial vehicle prices are ex-
pected to rise as automo-
bile companies invest in
upgrading vehicles to
meet stricter emission
norms that kick in from
April next year.

The Indian automobile
industry is currently
working to make their
products meet the second
phase of Bharat Stage VI,
equivalent to Euro-VI
emission norms, in real
time driving conditions.

Four-wheeler passenger
and commercial vehicles
will need more sophisti-
cated equipment to be
added to meet the next
level of emission stan-
dards. Industry players ex-
pect an increase in the
overall production cost,
which could be passed on
to buyers starting next

year. Vehicles will need to
have an on-board self-diag-
nostic device to monitor
the real time driving emis-
sion levels. The device will
constantly monitor key
parts for meeting emission
standards such as the cat-
alytic converter and oxy-
gen sensors, to keep a close
watch on emissions.

In a scenario wherein
the emissions exceed the

parameters, the device
will indicate through
warning lights that the ve-
hicle be submitted for a
service.

Additionally, in order to
control the level of fuel
burnt, the vehicles will
also carry programmed
fuel injectors, which
would control the timing
and amount of fuel inject-
ed into the petrol engine.

Car prices to rise as auto cos gear to
comply with stricter emission norms

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

India could receive a
chunk of the Euro 300 bil-
lion fund announced by
the European Union (EU)
under its Global Gateway
scheme aimed at expand-
ing connectivity including
in the Indo-Pacific region,
French Ambassador
Emmanuel Lenain said.

Announced in
December last year, the
massive global investment
plan for connectivity proj-
ects is seen as a counter to
China's ambitious Belt
and Road Initiative.

"It is massive. The total
funding for this project is
300 billion Euros. I am con-
fident that the Indo-Pacific
and India could receive a
chunk of it," Lenain told
PTI.

On China's increasing

assertiveness in the Indo-
Pacific, he said Paris does
not want to be "confronta-
tional" but prefers to be
"efficient" while highlight-
ing the strategic conver-
gence between India and
France for the region.

"There is total conver-
gence. There is no issue
with that. France wit-
nessed the same assertivi-
ty of China in this region
and we are really commit-
ted," he told PTI about sim-
ilarities of views between
India and France on the

approach towards the
Indo-Pacific.

There have been rising
global concerns over
China's increasing mili-
tary muscle-flexing in the
Indo-Pacific and India is
among the leading powers
that have been pushing for
ensuring rule of law and
prosperity for all stake-
holders in the region.

Delving into various
challenges facing the Indo-
Pacific, Lenain also said
that there is a need to pro-
vide an "alternative to the
Chinese model".

"We feel that we are
India's neighbour: we are a
resident power of the
Indo-Pacific. We have ter-
ritories in this region, we
have people in the region,
almost 2 million French
citizens, and we have
troops," Lenain said.

India could get a chunk of EU’s Euro 300 billion
fund under Global Gateway scheme: French envoyNew Delhi, Oct 09: 

SBI Card, India’s largest
pure-play credit card is-
suer, has many exciting of-
fers lined up for customers
across India for the festive
season 2022 from
September 22, 2022 to
October 31, 2022. With over
1600+ offers across online
and offline merchants in
tier 1, tier 2 and tier 3
cities, SBI Card aims to
make shopping experience
of its customers more re-
warding while adding to
the festive cheer. The de-
lightful spread of offers
range across a wide set of
popular categories that in-
clude electronics, mobiles,
fashion & lifestyle, jew-
ellery, travel and online
marketplaces, among oth-
ers. Festive offer 2022 for
SBI Card customers in-
cludes over 70 national of-
fers and 1550 regional and

hyperlocal offers across
2600 cities. As part of the
festive offer customers can
benefit from up to 22.5%
cashback across various
partner brands.

SBI Card has lined up
varied offers from around
28 key global and national
partner brands for its val-
ued customers. These in-
clude renowned brands
like Flipkart, Samsung
Mobile, Reliance Trends,
Pantaloons, Raymonds,
LG, Samsung, Sony, HP,
Make My Trip, goibibo,
Vishal Mega Mart,
Reliance Jewels, Caratlane,
Hero Motors, and many
more.

According to  Rama
Mohan Rao Amara, MD &
CEO, SBI Card, “In our ex-
perience, festive season has
always been a period that
witnesses high spends,
planned or even un-
planned, from customers.

SBI Card announces festive offer 

Chennai, Oct 09 (PTI):

India has a nano demo-
graphic window to achieve
developed country status,
and if it misses, it may not
reach there, Union Finance
Secretary T V Somanathan
said.

The country has to grow
at a rate of 8-8.5 per cent to
reach developed country sta-
tus, he said at an event here.
"In the first decade of this
century, China grew at ap-
proximately 9.5 per cent per
annum and similar growth
rates were witnessed in
countries like South Korea
and Taiwan" Somanathan
said. The finance secretary
made the comments while
delivering the G
Ramachandran Endowment

Lecture on 'Development in
Changing Times, the role of
government efficiency' at
the Madras School of
Economics here. "The other
thing which we often hear
and it is an important point
that a lot of people make is
that we have nano demo-
graphic window in which to
achieve developed country
status, and if we don't catch
this window or if we do not
use this window, we may
never get there," he said.

India has nano demographic
window to achieve developed
country status: Somanathan

Kolkata, Oct 09 (PTI):

The proposed deep-sea
port in West Bengal's
Tajpur, when completed,
will not endanger the 150-
year-old facility in Kolkata
but they will complement
each other, a senior official
said.

The Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port (formerly
Kolkata Port Trust) has
some inherited strengths
that none can replace, the
outgoing chairman of
SMP, Vinit Kumar, said in
an interview with PTI on
Sunday, the last day of his
tenure.

The West Bengal cabinet
last month approved a pro-
posal for issuing a letter of
intent to Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone for
the development of a
greenfield deep sea port at
Tajpur, paving the way for

an estimated investment
of Rs 25,000 crore. The
Tajpur port is expected to
become a reality in a few
years. There were appre-
hensions from certain
quarters about the viabili-
ty of the SMP which
perennially faces draft
problems at its Kolkata
and Haldia docks, prevent-
ing large ships from enter-
ing directly. Large ships
help companies save on
freight costs.

"SMP will not die. It has

survived for 150 years and
will continue to do so even
if the Tajpur port is devel-
oped as planned. There
will be businesses for both
ports. They will comple-
ment each other," Kumar
said. Two of the core
strengths of the Kolkata
port are goods can reach
the heart of the city direct-
ly and its evacuation infra-
structure for imported
cargo is very strong', he
said.

Kumar said the Tajpur
port could benefit from
similar advantages of
transloading goods to
smaller vessels and
barges, as is presently
done by the Kolkata port at
Sandheads and Sagar an-
chorages, to bring goods to
its docks.

This will open another
revenue stream for SMP,
he said.

Tajpur deep sea port to 
complement SMP: Vinit Kumar

Glenmark launches
Lobeglitazone 

in India

Mumbai, Oct 09:  

Glenmark Pharmaceuticals
Limited (Glenmark), an innova-
tion-driven global pharmaceuti-
cal company, became the first to
launch Thiazolidinedione
Lobeglitazone (Lobeglitazone) in
India for the treatment of type 2
diabetes in adults. Marketed
under the brand name LOBG; it
contains Lobeglitazone (0.5 mg)
and to be taken once daily under
prescription to improve glycemic
control in adult diabetic
patients. Indians have a high
prevalence of insulin resistance
and that makes LOBG an appeal-
ing treatment option in manag-
ing uncontrolled Type 2 diabetes
among insulin-resistant diabetic
patients. Glenmark earlier
received approval from the
Indian drug regulator, Drug
Controller General of India, for
manufacturing and marketing
Lobeglitazone based on a ran-
domized, double-blind Phase 3
clinical trial conducted on adult
Type 2 diabetic patients, aged 18
years and older. 

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

India's crude steel out-
put rose by 2.56 per cent to
30.06 million tonne (MT)
during the July-September
period of the ongoing fi-
nancial year.

As per research firm
SteelMint, the top six steel
makers -- SAIL, Tata Steel,
JSW Steel, JSPL, AMNS
India and RINL -- produced
18.29 MT steel, the rest
11.77 MT came in from the
secondary sector.

The country had pro-
duced 29.31 MT of steel
during the same quarter in
the preceding 2021-22 fi-
nancial year, according the
data shared by SteelMint.

During the said quarter
last fiscal, large producers
had jointly manufactured
18.39 MT steel, while the
secondary industry pro-
duced 10.92 MT, it said.

During the quarter
ended September 30, 2022,
steel exports fell to 1.41 MT
from 4.20 MT in the year
ago period, registering a
year-on-year (y-o-y) fall of
66.43 per cent. The domes-
tic consumption was 11.33
per cent higher at 27.52 MT,
as against 24.72 MT in
July-September 2021.

On the outlook for the
sector during the running
October-December quar-
ter, SteelMint said "the
production is expected to
increase in the quarter as

mills have resumed pro-
duction after a brief main-
tenance shut down taken
in the last quarter."

According to SteelMint
exports will continue to re-
main low in the third
quarter owing to the ex-
port duty and subdued
global market because of
high energy cost and infla-
tion. On May 21, the gov-
ernment hiked the duty on
exports of iron ore by up
to 50 per cent and for a few
steel intermediaries to 15
per cent.

India steel output up 2.5 pc
at 30 MT in Jul-Sep

Zoya presents
‘Beyond–A

Boundless Journey’
Mumbai, Oct 09: 

This season Zoya, the exquisite

diamond boutique from the

House of Tata, presents its most

elevated expression of design,

with its newest offering

Beyond—A Boundless Journey.

This magnificent collection cap-

tures the essence of a woman’s

journey through the course of

her existence, finding inspira-

tion in the glory of the Indus.

The narrative celebrates the

feminine spirit as a force of

nature drawing an analogy from

the passage of the rivers.

Statement pieces are set apart

by purity of form and graphic

lines to create an imperial look

with an exceptional combina-

tion of stones to present a con-

temporary collection of timeless

classics. Beyond was introduced

by celebrated designer Gauri

Khan. She was joined by Ajoy

Chawla, CEO Jewellery Division,

Titan and Amanpreet Ahluwalia,

Head of Business, Zoya.

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

Hyundai Motor India Ltd
recorded a 55 per cent rise in
its profit after tax at Rs
2,861.77 crore in the fiscal
ended March 31, 2022, its
highest in four years, ac-
cording to financial data ac-
cessed by business intelli-
gence platform Tofler.

The company, which is an
unlisted entity, had posted a
profit after tax (PAT) of Rs
1,847.16 crore in 2020-21,
down from Rs 2,355 crore
that it had recorded in 2019-
20. The previous highest
PAT of Hyundai Motor
India Ltd (HMIL) was at Rs
2,581.73 crore in 2018-19.

In the fiscal ended March
31, 2018 the company had
posted a PAT of Rs 2,124.17
crore, according to the data
by Tofler.

In terms of operating rev-
enue, it was also the highest
in four years at Rs 47,042.79

crore in FY22, as compared
to Rs 40,674.01 crore in FY21.

The Indian arm of South
Korean auto major had post-
ed an operating revenue of
Rs 42,978.63 crore in the fis-
cal ended March 31, 2020. In
2018-19, the company regis-
tered its highest operating
revenue at Rs 43,258.09 crore.

For the fiscal ended
March 31, 2018 the operating
revenue of company, which
sells a range of vehicles in-
cluding popular SUVs Creta

and Venue along with hatch-
back and sedans such as
Grandi10 NIOS, i20 and
Verna, was at Rs 39,208.9
crore, as per Tofler data.

In terms of domestic sales
volumes, according to the
Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) data, HMIL had sold
4,81,500 units in 2021-22. Its
domestic sales volumes
were at 4,71,535 units and
4,85,309 units in FY21 and
FY20 respectively.

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

Private equity (PE) in-
vestment in real estate in-
creased 40 per cent during
the April-September peri-
od of this fiscal to USD 2.8
billion, with a huge inflow
coming from foreign funds
especially in office assets,
says a report.

According to the
Anarock report, PE invest-
ment stood at USD 2 bil-
lion in the corresponding
period of the last financial
year. "Investor confidence
in Indian real estate is in-
creasing steadily as a re-
flection of improvement
in the Indian economy and
state of real estate indus-
try," said Shobhit Agarwal,
MD & CEO of Anarock
Capital, which is part of
real estate consultant
Anarock. As per the re-
port, investments by for-
eign investors contributed
around 78 per cent to the

total inflow in the first half
of this fiscal, reflecting
their strong confidence in
Indian real estate.

Domestic investments
increased by 45 per cent
while foreign investments
rose by 36 per cent of the
total capital inflows in
April-September of 2022-23,
compared to the year-ago
period. Top 10 deals ac-
counted for 86 per cent of
the total value of PE invest-
ments in the first six
months of this fiscal, as
compared to 80 per cent in
the first half of FY'22.

Among various asset
classes of the real estate
sector, Agarwal said the de-
mand in the office market
has seen a "meaningful re-
covery". The PE invest-
ments in office assets stood
at USD 1,862 million during
April-September of this fis-
cal -- almost equivalent to
the investment in the
whole last financial year.

PE investment in real estate up
40 pc in Apr-Sep to USD 2.8 bn

Hyundai Motor India posts highest
PAT in 4 years at Rs 2,861.77 cr in FY22

FPIs invest 
Rs 2,400 cr in

Indian equities in
first week of Oct

New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI):

After withdrawing over
Rs 7,600 crore last month,
foreign investors have re-
sumed buying Indian
stocks and have invested
more than Rs 2,400 crore
in the domestic equity
markets in the first week
of October.

FPI flow is expected to
remain volatile in the com-
ing months on a slew of
global and domestic fac-
tors, experts said.

"The fall in job openings
in the US and lower-than-
expected rate hike by the
Australian central bank
imbibed hope among in-
vestors that global rates
may peak soon. However,
till then it seems FPI flows
will remain volatile in the
coming months," said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head-
Equity Research (Retail) at
Kotak Securities.

Ankita Lokhande talks about her
friendship with Shraddha Arya

'P
avitra Rishta' fame Ankita
Lokhande shared how she
and 'Kundali Bhagya' ac-

tress Shraddha Arya became
friends when she came to Mumbai.

Ankita revealed that they always
stay in touch and that she was very
excited to perform with her during
the 'Zee Rishtey Awards' ceremony.

Ankita said: "While the dance
went wonderful, I had the most
amazing time during the re-
hearsals for this act with
Shraddha. I must mention today
that my career kickstarted after
'India's Best Cinestar Ki Khoj', and
she was also a part of the same
show with me back then."

The actress, who was seen in

'Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 4', 'Ek Thi
Nayika', 'Smart Jodi' and has also
acted in movies such as 'Baaghi 3'
and 'Manikarnika: The Queen
of Jhansi', further said that
Shraddha was her first
friend when she came to
Mumbai.

"In fact, Shraddha
(Arya) was my first
friend when I came to
Mumbai and today, we
performed a beautiful act
for such an amazing mile-
stone. I feel life has come
full circle and we hope the
viewers love our perform-
ance." 'Zee Rishtey Awards'
airs on Zee TV.

ACROSS

1. Experiment

5. Pop

9. Walk heavily

14. Speed contest

15. Outlet

16. "Star Wars", e.g.

17. Penance

19. Contract negotiator

20. Sure

21. Hawaiian ____

23. Ringlet

24. Unwritten

25. Leveled

28. Pant

32. Rose Bowl city

36. Soothing plant

37. Slick

38. To the point

41. Suffer defeat

42. Cleveland's waterfront

43. Phone company employee

45. Recipe units (abbr.)

46. Franklin ____ Roosevelt

48. Twofold

49. Harry Potter's skill

54. Ball-shaped objects

58. Mother-of-pearl source

60. Unsophisticated

61. Big, hairy spider

63. Assistants

64. Malicious

65. Fruit drinks

66. Printing ____

67. Not imaginary

68. Evaluate

DOWN

1. Digestive ____

2. Consumer

3. Tally

4. Camp shelters

5. 18-wheeler

6. Beasts of burden

7. Noise

8. Clothing

9. Little

10. Roman garment

11. Toaster ____

12. Obey

13. Household animals

18. Comforted

22. Cheerless

24. Enjoying continual success (3 wds.)

26. Animal doc

27. Compass reading (abbr.)

28. Party

29. Great deal (2 wds.)

30. Middling (hyph.)

31. Look narrowly

32. Verse writer

33. Televises

34. Slide

35. Affirmative votes

39. Health club

40. Poet's "yet"

44. Caesar, e.g.

46. Expected

47. Spring holiday

48. Garb

50. Communion table

51. Cheese type

52. Small bay

53. Desist

54. Crisp cookie

55. Two of a kind

56. Stash away

57. December 24 and 31

58. Diva's solo

59. Lucille ____

62. Address abbr.
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A temporary separation from your
romantic partner could have you agi-
tated, Aquarius. Are you worried that
your friend has forgotten you? This is
probably an overreaction, but your
insecurities are getting the better of
you. Find a distraction. Have faith.
Phone calls from your friend should
prove reassuring. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Are things getting a little bit crazy,
Pisces? Too many tasks and too many
people vying for your attention could have
your nerves stretched as taut as violin
strings. Try to get outside for a while.
Treat yourself to a nice takeout lunch or
do a little online shopping. Take a good
long nap. Whatever seems so urgent isn't
worth sacrificing your peace of mind. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A rush of creative inspiration could take
you temporarily away from your social life
today, Aries. At some point you could be
working as if there were no tomorrow,
perhaps worrying that you will forget it if
you don't get it all down now. It's no use
telling you to slow down. Be sure to keep
sufficient snacks on hand and do take
occasional breaks. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A small impromptu party may take place
at your house today when some unexpect-
ed but welcome visitors turn up at your
door. Follow current protocol. Expect the
conversation to alternate between lots of
laughs and discussion of some pretty seri-
ous subjects. The gathering could contin-
ue well into the night if you let it, but don't
let it continue past the point of enjoyment. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Is a new neighbor moving in nearby,
Gemini? This person could come from a
very interesting locale, so you might
want to get to know him or her. Don't
expect to be able to do this today. This
person may be in and out throughout the
afternoon and too busy with settling in.
Drop some cookies off some time over
the next few days, however. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Have you been spending too much lately,
Cancer? Today you could be feeling the
effects of it. You may have to wait to
make a purchase that you've wanted for a
long time, and this could be frustrating.
Don't worry about it, though. You will get
through this unscathed, and the item will
still be in the store when you have money
again. Relax.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Your sweetheart may seem upset today
and unlikely to want to talk about it, Leo.
This could prove frustrating for you since
you don't like to be kept in the dark. Take
care to avoid giving in to the temptation to
push. This won't make your partner any
more likely to share, and it could drive a
wedge between you.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Vague aches and pains could have you feel-
ing a little under the weather, Virgo. You
may not be able to discern why you have
these pains, since there's no apparent rea-
son. Don't assume the worst. Your condi-
tion is probably just due to a little intensi-
fied nerve strain and extra stress. Take it
easy and relax today. Go back to your usual
routine tomorrow.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Expect some delays, upsets, and unex-
pected turns when it comes to romance
today, Libra. Jealousy may rear its ugly
head, as you may at some point get the
impression that your beloved is noticing
someone else. Bear in mind that there's a
strong chance that these impressions are
illusory, and that the truth may be totally
different from the way things seem. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Changes may be taking place on the
home front, Scorpio, perhaps unexpected
repairs or someone moving in or out. Your
household could seem frenetic and disor-
ganized until the dust settles, which does-
n't sit well with your love of peace and
quiet. Whatever needs to be done is best
accomplished one step at a time, with
your mind focused on the results.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

An unexpected and perhaps not alto-
gether welcome call could come your
way today, Sagittarius. It could come
from someone you don't particularly
care for or someone who has some dis-
concerting news to report. Whichever
it is, you will probably just have to deal
with it. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Worries about money that may have preoc-
cupied you for the past day or so could
prove unfounded, Capricorn. This should
come as a real relief to you, although it may
be difficult to grasp at first. Your mind is
still getting in the way of accepting it. Go
over your correspondence and bank records
as many times as you want. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 445

SOLUTION 444

HOROSCOPE MONDAY OCTOBER 10

U
sing wittiness with
emotional intelli-
gence, Sony SAB's

cop drama 'Maddam Sir'
knows how to keep the au-
dience at the edge of their
seats. The show has re-
ceived immense love and
unwavering support from
the audience and has a
huge surprise in store for
the viewers. Audience will
soon witness three new
entries in the show. Yes,
you heard it right!

‘Maddam Sir’ will be in-
troducing three new char-

acters in its upcoming
track. These will be played
by talented actress
Rachana Parulkkar,
Praachi Bohra, and veter-
an actress Sulbha Aarya
and their entry will bring
a major twist in the show.
The upcoming tracks fea-
ture lady cops Haseena
Malik, Karishma Singh,
Santosh and Pushpa in a
face off against Chingari
Gang - a female vigilante
group including Rachana,
Prachi and Sulbha who
mete out justice in their

own unique style.
While sharing her ex-

citement about being
roped in in the show
Rachana Parulkkar said,
“I’m thrilled to be a part of
the popular show
Maddam Sir. I have always
tried to play versatile
characters in my career so
far and this strong charac-
ter from the show will be a
great addition to the list.
We recently shot the
promo and I’m sure that
this track will thoroughly
entertain the viewers."

Praachi Bohra added, “I
choose my work opportu-
nities with utmost care,
and I was instantly drawn
to the story of 'Maddam
Sir' when I first heard it.
It's always fun to work on
a well-written show, and
kudos to the production
house, directors and writ-
ers for it. As for my char-
acter, I can only say that it
is going to be extremely in-
teresting and edgy. I have
never played such a pow-
erful character before and
I’m really looking forward
to viewers enjoying my
new performance.”

Veteran actress Sulbha
Aarya commented, “I am
looking forward to this
role in ‘Maddam Sir’
where I play a character
that viewers have never
seen me playing before.
The look of these charac-
ters will also be very
unique, and they will
bring in unmissable
twists and turns in the
show. Viewers will surely
love this gang and wel-
come all of us with open
arms”Watch the Chingari
Gang in action, tune into
'Maddam Sir' every
Monday to Saturday at
10:00 pm, only on Sony
SAB!

Rachana, Praachi and Sulbha to enter
as ‘Chingari Gang’ in ‘Maddam Sir’

V
oot is all set to
bring the Bigg
Boss living room

to life with a twist this
season with the launch of
Bigg Buzz with a com-
pletely new format. The
show will showcase a fic-
tional family interacting,
and playing games with
the evicted and previous
season's BB contestants.
Bigg Boss contestants,
giving the audience unfil-
tered opinions and an ex-
clusive scoop of Bigg
Boss with adorable char-
acters.

This week's special
guest will be none other
than Rakhi Sawant, the
biggest BB entertainer.
During the shoot Rakhi
was missing her
boyfriend Adil Khan
Durrani as he was in
Dubai, to make sure he

doesn’t miss out on the
fun she video-called him
on the sets of Bigg Buzz
so he could be present
with her at least virtually,
isn’t that cute? Talking
about the same, Rakhi
Mentioned, “I was miss-
ing him a lot during the
shoot and since he’s in
Dubai I couldn't bring
him with me to the set.
He has always been
around while I’m shoot-
ing, this time he wasn't so
I decided to video call him
and also make him meet
my friends Krushna and
Kashmera on the set of
Bigg Buzz.” Gear up for
unlimited entertainment
with Rakhi Sawant,
Krushna, and his mad
family every Sunday on
Bigg Buzz, exclusively on
Voot from 9th October
2022.

Whom did Rakhi Sawant
miss on Krushna Abhishek’s

Bigg Buzz show?

F
rom being an actor,
director to producer,
Ajay Devgn is known

for donning multiple hats.
In 2008, he directed and
produced 'U Me Aur Hum',
he also produced and acted
in 'Raju Chacha' and in
2022 he directed 'Runway
34' which is inspired from
an incident of a flight from
Doha to Kochi in 2015.

Ajay shared that having
grown up on film sets (his
father Veeru is a renowned
action director) has armed
him up with various skills
of filmmaking.

The actor said: "I have
grown up on film sets,
from assisting to handling
the camera, from editing to
taking up small tasks on
the sets. These experiences
have contributed to the
kind of artiste I have
transformed into today. As
an actor, I've always liked
the challenges."

'Runway 34' is a riveting
story of aviation clubbed
with courtroom drama.
Along with Ajay, it features
Rakul Preet Singh and
Amitabh Bachchan.

Ajay further shared
what he liked about the
film: "Exploring some-
thing new interests me a
lot. This genre, aviation
drama, is fairly new in the
country and it's a genre

that I really enjoy. The
script has a lot of drama,
thrill, emotion and sus-
pense. In order for audi-
ences to experience the sit-
uations with us, every-
thing had to feel real, the
aircraft, the cast, the envi-
ronment."

"I think reality will grip
the audience the minute
they set eyes on their
screens", he added.

Briefing about her char-
acter, Rakul added: "My
character plays the first of-
ficer in the film, who is
stuck in a conflict which
adds to the drama of the
film. This marks a mile-
stone in my career as it
was a unique role and very
challenging at the same
time."

"Through the whole
process Ajay Devgn truly
inspired me because of the
way he juggled his roles as
an actor, director and pro-
ducer on the set. And top of
all, collaborating with
Amitabh Bachchan was
like a dream come true.
Being on the same set as
him really allowed me to
learn so much," concluded
Rakul sharing how it was
to share screen with Big B
and Ajay. 'Runway 34' will
have its world television
premiere on Zee Cinema
on Saturday, 8 p.m. IST.

Ajay Devgn: Growing up
on film sets has made

me the artiste I’m today

B
ollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut's
upcoming film

'Tejas', in which she stars
as a fighter pilot, is cur-
rently in the midst of
tricky sequences. But,
the film will be mostly re-
leased by mid summer of
2023.

Aircraft dog fights se-
quences and the VFX are
consuming the most of
the time. However, the
film looks set to release
by next mid year. A
source close to the devel-
opment revealed.

"The team is excited to
present world class air
combat sequences.
Director Survesh
Mewara is leaving no
stone unturned and

working day and night to
execute the VFX perfect-
ly for the next summer
release", the source men-
tioned.

Wishing everyone on
the Indian Air Force Day
on Saturday, Kangana too
shared greetings for all
our air warriors in the
story section of her
Instagram.

Meanwhile, the actress
is busy with the shoot of
her next directorial
'Emergency'. The film
sees her as former Indian
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. Apart from fea-
turing in the film,
Kangana is also directing
and producing it under
her banner Manikarnika
films.

Kangana
Ranaut’s ‘Tejas’ to
drop in theatres

by mid 2023

Shraddha Srinath’s Singapore

holiday was a thrilling ride
Actress Shraddha Srinath, who has been a

part of some critically acclaimed films in
Tamil and Telugu cinema, has had a gala time

during a holiday in Singapore. Sharing pic-
tures from her Singapore dump on her
social media, the actress wrote: "Went to
an amusement park after what felt like a
100 years. Jolly. Went on the mummy ride
and screamed out "mummmy" and
instantly realised the humour in it." Adding

further, she wrote about her culinary expe-
rience: "Went for a very nice Peranakan cui-

sine dinner. Exquisite. Ate so much street food.
Tried a bite of Durian mousse too. I've now joined

the anti-durian forces."She also attended the grand prix
and her share of 'oops missed something at home' as she revealed:
"Went for three days of the grand prix. Unforgettable. It was hot and
a lot of beer was consumed. I forgot my sunglasses back in India so
I had to buy an overpriced merch cap and picked the F1 logo cap
because that's as non-committal as it gets (sic)."
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Perth, Oct 09 (AP):

England produced some
impressive late bowling to
beat Australia by eight
runs Sunday in the first of
the teams' three warmup
matches ahead of this
month's T20 World Cup.

Put into bat, England
made 208-6 after an open-
ing partnership of 132 be-
tween Alex Hales (84) and
Jos Buttler (68) to leave
Australia needing to
achieve a record T20 run
chase by any team against
the English. Australia was
on course to do it, getting
to 158-3 midway through
the 15th over when Marcus
Stoinis (35) and Tim David
(0) fell in the space of four
balls from Mark Wood.
Then Wood, off the final
ball of his four overs,
snagged David Warner for
a team-high 73 as the open-
er holed out to Hales in the
deep. The match was in the
balance but England took
three wickets in the last
eight balls of the chase to
get home in Perth, with
Australia finishing on 200-
9. Wood had 3-34 and Sam
Curran 2-35. Buttler hadn't
played since injuring his
calf in August while Ben
Stokes, who scored 9, re-
turned to England's T20
team for the first time
since July 2021. Steve

Smith was among six big
names missing the match
for Australia. The home
side also rested Adam
Zampa, Mitchell Starc,

Josh Hazlewood, Pat
Cummins and Glenn
Maxwell. The teams will
play again in Canberra on
Wednesday and Friday.

England beats
Australia by 8 runs in

T2O WC warmup match

England Jos Buttler (L) and Mark Wood celebrate the dismissal of
Australia's Tim David during the first cricket match of the
Twenty20 series between Australia and England at Optus Stadium
in Perth on October 9.

Christchurch, Oct 09 (AP):

Captain Kane
Williamson and opener
Devon Conway shared an
85-run partnership for the
second wicket that helped
steer New Zealand to an
eight-wicket win over
Bangladesh Sunday at the
New Zealand Twenty20
Tri-Series.

Conway struck his third
T20 half century from 36
balls and eventually car-
ried his bat for 70 from 51
while Williamson strug-
gled at times with the pace
of the wicket and made 30
from 29 balls as New
Zealand chased down
Bangladesh's 137-8 with 13
balls to spare.

After two rounds
Pakistan has two wins,
New Zealand has a win
and a loss and Bangladesh
two losses in the tourna-
ment that is a warm-up for
the T20 World Cup that be-
gins in Australia later this
month. The next match is
between New Zealand and
Pakistan on Tuesday.

New Zealand reversed
the strategy of its match
against Pakistan on
Saturday that it lost by six
wickets after batting first.
Williamson decided to
bowl first and the tactic
worked as the Bangladesh
bowlers struggled to con-
tain New Zealand on a

slow, low pitch in a match
played in cold conditions.

"We had a really good
first half and some really
good partnerships in the
second half to get across
the line," Williamson said.
"Our spinners were out-
standing throughout the
first 20 and the seamers
complemented them really
well." The Bangladesh in-
nings began reasonably
and it reached 30-1 after
five offers.

Spinners Ish Sodhi and
Michael Bracewell man-

aged to slam on the brakes
in conditions that suited
the slower bowlers.
Playing forceful shots was
difficult as the ball held in
the wicket and kept low
and Bangladesh lost wick-
ets as it tried to lift its run
rate.

After 10 overs it was 63-
3 and slumped to 88-5 after
15 overs, faced with the
prospect of presenting
New Zealand with a com-
fortable run chase.

Nurul Hasan came to
his team's rescue with an

unbeaten 25 from 12 balls
as Bangladesh took 27
runs from the last two
overs. Bracewell finished
with 2-14 from his four
overs.

"We've got a pretty tight-
knit group of spinners
there and we like to share
our ideas," Bracewell
said. "I've been able to
pick their brains for the
last few months.
"Whenever I can con-
tribute in either facet and
I just embrace that with
open arms."

New Zealand beats
Bangladesh by 8 wickets

in NZ Tri-Series

New Zealand's Trent Boult (2nd L) celebrates the wicket of Bangladesh's Afif Hossain with 
teammates during the third cricket match between New Zealand and Bangladesh of the Twenty20 
tri-series at Hagley Oval in Christchurch on October 9.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 09 (PTI):

India are clearly one of
the underdogs of the FIFA
women's U-17 World Cup
beginning on Tuesday, but
head coach Thomas
Dennerby on Sunday said
that the hosts have noth-
ing to lose and they are
ready for the age-group
showpiece.

India begin their cam-
paign against USA at the
Kalinga Stadium here on
Tuesday and Dennerby
said it is time the team
shows that it can compete
against the best in the
world.

"It's not only about the
result now. It's about the
performance to show that
Indian girls can play foot-
ball. But of course, inside
the group, we have our
own goals, and we are
ready to fight for them,"
Dennerby said.

"Against the USA,
Brazil or Morocco, we are
determined to earn points
and score goals. And we're
going to show to the
Indian fans that we have a
good team."

Sylhet, Oct 09 (PTI):

With a semifinal berth
already sealed, India will
look to continue experi-
menting with their play-
ing XI when they take on a
plucky Thailand in the
Women's Asia Cup here on
Monday.

India have fielded a dif-
ferent playing XI in all
their matches in the tour-
nament so far in order to
give the fringe players
time in the middle ahead
of the T20 World Cup next
year.

The batting order has
also been continuously re-
jigged with skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur drop-
ping down to number
seven against Pakistan.
And while the move didn't
work as the new-look mid-
dle order crumbled under
pressure, the team has
continued to give game
time to its fringe players.

However, after an under-
whelming display that led

to their first loss in six
years to arch-rivals
Pakistan, the 'Women in
Blue' came back strongly
in all three departments to
thrash defending champi-
ons and host Bangladesh.

India are performing as
a cohesive unit, the bowl-

ing department has been
consistent all throughout
the tournament while the
batters have also played
their part. The biggest pos-
itive will be the flamboy-
ant Shafali Verma's return
to form. The young opener
struck a much-needed fifty

in the previous match
which would have done
wonders to her confidence.

Smriti Mandhana too
got some runs under her
belt as the tournament en-
ters the business end.
Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur was rested in the last
match due to a niggle and
it remains to be seen if she
makes a comeback for the
team's last group game.

Jemimah Rodirgues,
who is returning from in-
jury, is having a stellar
tournament and is the
leading run scorer.

Deepti Sharma has
shone with both bat and
ball. The spin all-rounder
is the leading wicket-taker
alongside Rumana Ahmed
of Bangladesh and
Thailand's T Putthawong.
All three have eight scalps
each. Richa Ghosh has
made a strong case for her
inclusion in the T20 squad
and the young wicketkeep-
er will look to continue in
the same vein.

Experimental India to face plucky
Thailand in Women’s Asia Cup

Brisbane, Oct 09 (PTI):

He has enjoyed a lot of
success in his short inter-
national career, but star
India batter Suryakumar
Yadav believes following
his process and routine
will be key to a good cam-
paign in his maiden T20
World Cup outing in
Australia.

Since making his T20I
debut in March last year,
Suryakumar has evolved
as one of the most destruc-
tive batters in the format
and has risen to the No.2
spot in the ICC T20I rank-

ings. "I was really looking
forward to come here and
attend the first practice
session, go on the field,
have a run, have a feel how

its like here. The first net
session was also really
amazing, just wanted
to see how the pace of

the wicket is,
how the bounce
is," the 32-year-
old said in a

video posted by
the BCCI. Suryakumar had
his first practice session
Down Under here on
Sunday, and the batter said
his main focus going into
the nets was to judge the
conditions. "Started a little
slow. Obviously, there were
some butterflies in my
stomach and lot of excite-
ment as well but at the
same time you need to look
for ways to blend with the
atmosphere and pick at the
right time. I am just assess-
ing that right now.

"Excitement is there but
at the same time you need
to follow your process and
routine as well," he said.

Need to follow process and
routine for success: SKY

Ostrava, Oct 09 (AP):

No. 1-ranked Iga Swiatek
became the first WTA Tour play-
er since 2017 to achieve 60 wins
in a calendar year when she
reached yet another final in the
Czech Republic.
It wasn't easy at the Agel Open.
Swiatek was second best to
Ekaterina Alexandrova in win-
ners and service breaks but pre-
vailed 7-6 (5), 2-6, 6-4 in a 2 1/2-
hour semifinal. Her eighth final
of the year she's undefeated is
against home favorite Barbora
Krejcikova, the first Czech to
make the Ostrava final in its
three-year history. Former

French Open champion
Krejcikova thrilled the specta-
tors with a comeback win
against Wimbledon champion
Elena Rybakina by 3-6, 7-6 (4),
6-4 in 2 hours, 21 minutes.
Swiatek and Alexandrova could-
n't break each other in their first
set but the Pole held her nerve
better in the tiebreak.  lexandro-
va, at a career-high 21st ranking,
got the first break of the match
and the second to lead 5-0 in the
second set and even the score.
At 3-3 in the decider, Swiatek
broke to love for 4-3 and held for
her 60th win of the year, the
first to the mark since Caroline
Wozniacki in 2017.

Swiatek and home favorite
Krejcikova in Ostrava final

Madrid, Oct 09 (AP):

The wife of Rafael Nadal has
given birth to the couple's first
child, Spanish media reported
on Saturday. The Diario de
Mallorca and other Spanish
media said Mery Perell ,
Nadal's wife, gave birth to a
baby boy in a clinic on the
island of Mallorca where they
live. Nadal and Perell were
married in 2019 after dating
for many years. Nadal's public
relations firm said it would not
comment on his personal
affairs, when asked by The
Associated Press. Nadal's wel-
come to the world of father-
hood came two weeks after his
emotional farewell to friend
and rival Roger Federer during
his last match. The 36-year-old
Nadal has won a men's record
22 Grand Slam titles. 

Paris, Oct 09 (AP):

Ten-man Paris Saint-
Germain extended its lead
of the French league to
three points and stayed un-
defeated after drawing
with Reims 0-0.

The defending champi-
on was short-handed from
the 41st minute after
Sergio Ramos was sent off
for dissent.

"I will talk with the play-
ers because a lot of games
are coming up and we
need the maximum num-
ber of players," PSG coach
Christophe Galtier said.
"Missing games because of
stupid suspensions and
stupid bookings, we must
fix that."

PSG looked disjointed
and pedestrian after mak-
ing five changes to the side
that drew with Benfica in
the Champions League on
Wednesday. Neymar,
Vitinha and Achraf
Hakimi were reserves
while Lionel Messi was
rested after a calf knock
against Benfica.

Reims created problems
by pressing high up the
pitch and had the better

chances in the first half.
Zimbabwe midfielder
Marshall Munetsi forced
goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma into a div-

ing save with a shot on the
turn in the 35th. Kosovo
winger Arber Zeneli was a
thorn in the side of PSG.
He made a cross for Alexis

Flips, whose sliding effort
was blocked by Danilo in
the ninth minute. Zeneli
nutmegged Fabian Ruiz to
fire an angled strike that
Donnarumma parried in
the 52nd. Despite a
mediocre performance,
PSG nearly won.

Kylian Mbappe curled a
shot that goalkeeper
Yehvann Diouf saved by
making himself big in the
33rd. Mbappe and Neymar
lost their nerve in stop-
page time when they were
booked for fouls.

Meanwhile, Dimitri
Payet's milestone goal
couldn't stop Marseille los-
ing its unbeaten record in
the league to lowly Ajaccio
by 2-1. The French play-
maker notched his 100th
league goal with the open-
er from the penalty spot in
the 15th after Ajaccio de-
fender Cedric Avinel han-
dled the ball.

Payet celebrated the
milestone by displaying a
shirt that read "You are
my 100. I love you
Marseille" with a pun on
the number 100 which
sounds like blood in
French.

India head coach
Dennerby says

team ready for FIFA
U-17 Women's

World Cup

Newly renovated Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar,

Sunday, Oct. 9.

10-man PSG extends lead of Ligue 1 to 3 points

Paris Saint-Germain's Spanish midfielder Carlos Soler (L) fights for
the ball with Reims' French forward Alexis Flips during the French L1
football match between Stade de Reims and Paris Saint-Germain
(PSG) at Stade Auguste-Delaune in Reims, northern France.

Nadal’s wife
gives birth
to baby boy

Astana, Oct 09 (AP):

Novak Djokovic sur-
vived a second-set tiebreak-
er in the Astana Open
semifinals and shortly
after his opponent Daniil
Medvedev retired with a
leg injury. Djokovic ad-
vanced at 4-6, 7-6 (6). He will
play third-seeded Stefanos
Tsitsipas in Sunday's final.

"I really hope that his in-
jury is nothing too seri-
ous," Djokovic said. "I
know Daniil, he's a great
guy, he's a fighter, he's a big
competitor. . . . He told me
that he pulled an adductor
muscle in his leg.

"It was such a close
match, particularly in the
second set. I would proba-
bly say he was a better
player on the court in both
sets. I was fighting and try-
ing to find a way. I found a
way to win the second, but
I'm just sad for the tourna-
ment and for these people
who were enjoying the bat-
tle, and for Daniil that it
had to end this way."

Going in to the match,

Medvedev had a 4-6 win-
loss record against
Djokovic, and they hadn't
met since last November in
the Paris final, where
Djokovic won in three sets.
In the other semifinal,
Tsitsipas rallied to beat
fifth-seeded Andrey Rublev
4-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Rublev won the first set
after saving three break
points. Tsitsipas broke in
the 10th game of the sec-
ond to level the set score.
He was more aggressive
the longer the match went,
and far more decisive than

Rublev in the decider.
"My mentality kind of

changed," Tsitsipas said. "I
played with more of an ag-
gressive game style and
didn't have anything by
luck. I was conscious of
every single decision I was
trying to follow and exe-
cute and those service
games worked out pretty
well. They kept me in the
game and gave me that
hope." He will be going for
his third title of the year,
after Monte Carlo and
Mallorca, in his sixth final
of the season.

Djokovic into Astana final
after Medvedev retires
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Volunteers and women doctors participate in the pink-walk for awareness against breast cancer, in Patna,
Sunday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
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New Delhi, Oct 09 (PTI): 

The RJD on Sunday
said the Opposition has
started to come together
in several parts of the
country and the BJP’s
journey from two to 303
seats will start reversing
from 2024 as a collective al-
ternative would trump the
“self-centred” politics of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s rule.

The assertion was made
by the party after a meet-
ing of its national execu-
tive that was attended by
the top brass including
RJD chief Lalu Prasad

and Bihar deputy chief
minister Tejashwi Yadav.

However, RJD’s Bihar
unit chief Jagdanand
Singh, who is said to be
upset with the party ever
since his son Sudhakar

Singh was forced to resign
from the Nitish Kumar
government, skipped the
meeting, fuelling talk of
changes in the party or-
ganisation in the state.

Sudhakar Singh attend-
ed the meeting but did not
answer queries as to why
his father had stayed away.

Asked about Jagdanand
Singh’s absence, senior
party leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Manoj Jha said
he has close ties with the
party’s top leadership and
his absence on Sunday
cannot undermine the fact
of his constant presence
over the years. “He
(Singh) may not have
come due to certain rea-
sons.

‘BJP’s journey from 2 to 303
seats will start reversing’

RJD MP Manoj Jha 
addresses the media after

the party’s national 
executive meeting, in New

Delhi, Sunday. 

 From 2024

SHAH TO CMs

‘Ensure financial 

discipline of N-E states’

Guwahati, Oct 09 (PTI):
Financial discipline of
Northeastern states is es-
sential to make the Indian
economy the second
largest in the world, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Sunday.

Addressing the 70th ple-
nary session of the North
Eastern Council (NEC)
here, Shah said insur-
gency, lack of connectivity
and failure of previous
governments to focus on
Northeast hampered the
region’s development for
decades.

“Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment tried to understand
the core problems and
evolved ways to perma-
nently solve the issues to
take the region to the path
of development,” he said.

Lucknow, Oct 09 (PTI):
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) Chief Mayawati on
Sunday said that
“Bahujan Samaj” has got
tired of demanding its
constitutional and legal
rights and now they have
to join the campaign to be-
come “Hukmran Samaj”
(ruler society).

Mayawati made a series
of tweets on the death an-
niversary of party founder
Kanshiram and called on
her followers to seek
power.

“Bahujan Samaj has got
tired of demanding its
constitutional and legal
rights in the 75 years after
Independence. Now they
will have to join the cam-
paign to become
‘Hukmran Samaj’ with full
force. “Any next election in

UP can be your test, in
which success can prove to
be a new ray of hope,”

Mayawati said in a tweet
in Hindi. She went on to
call “power” a “master
key” which can open all
doors of progress.

“That is why this cam-
paign must continue at all
costs. This is today’s mes-
sage and this work has to
be done with determina-
tion,” she said.

Mayawati paid her trib-
utes to Kanshiram for
making “Bahujan Samaj a
political power” and a
“ruling community” in
UP. “I pay respect and
homage to founder of
BAMCEF, DS4, and
Bahujan Samaj Party
Manyavar Shri Kanshi
Ram ji, on his death an-
niversary. Heartfelt thanks
to all his followers who are
paying respect to him,”
she added.

Mayawati’s Call To Bahujan Samaj

Time has come to become ‘ruler society’

BSP supremo Mayawati
with party leaders arrives

to pay tributes to party
founder Kanshi Ram on his

death anniversary 
at the party office in
Lucknow, Sunday. 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  0099  ((PPTTII))::

After suffering a huge loss
in his real estate business in
2010, Pallav Gautam (name
changed), then aged 62,
slipped into a spiral of irritabil-
ity, disturbed sleep, and bouts
of anger while his family
unsuccessfully tried to make
sense of his behaviour.

Every time his wife Shanti
(name changed) and children
tried to persuade him to see a
doctor, he would say, “Do you
think I am crazy?”

Soon Gautam, a resident of
Uttar Pradesh’s Noida, became
unusually quiet. “He refused to
see a doctor and then suddenly
one day he became unusually
calm and stopped talking to
anyone. It was very disturbing
to see him like that. “Later, we

managed to take him to a doc-
tor,” Shanti told PTI. Gautam’s
family took him to Delhi’s
National Institute of Mental
Health and Neurosciences
(NIMHANS), where he was
diagnosed with bipolar disor-
der and prescribed medication.

According to experts,
Gautam’s is not an isolated
case and the elderly in many
Indian households suffering
from mental health issues are
living in denial. Refusal to
acknowledge mental illness is
a major issue, more prevalent
among the elderly than young-
sters, senior psychiatric con-
sultant Dr Dharmendra Singh
told PTI on the eve of World
Mental Health Day on Sunday.
“There are several reasons as
to why people don’t want to
accept their mental illness,

including dependence on rela-
tives, social stigma and finan-
cial condition,” he said.
Suggestions from family mem-
bers as regards treatment for
mental health issues are often
met with angry responses from
the elderly, he said.

The National Mental Health
Survey (NMHS) 2015-16, found
that older adults had a higher
lifetime (6.93 per cent) and
current (3.53 per cent) preva-
lence of depressive disorders
as compared to younger adults
(4.96 per cent and 2.54 per
cent). The NMHS report also
pointed to the huge burden of
mental health problems. While
nearly 150 million Indians
needed mental healthcare
services, less than 30 million
were seeking care, the report
said.

EXPERTS OPINE

‘Greater awareness, overcoming stigma of
mental illness must for well-being of elderly’

Mehbooba lauds
Rahul for Bharat

Jodo Yatra’
Jammu: PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti on Sunday laud-
ed Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
for his ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ and
said the people need to support
him as he is fighting to safeguard
the country and its democratic
institutions from the onslaught of
the BJP.

The former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister also ques-
tioned the criteria for the selec-
tion of BJP leaders’ kins to head
various sports streams and asked
“does (home minister Amit
Shah’s son) Jay Shah know how
to hold a bat?”

Addressing a party convention
here, she said Rahul Gandhi is
being targeted by the BJP
because he is from the Gandhi
family which has a history of sac-
rifice for the country. “They are
defaming Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru who played a key role in
the freedom struggle, went to jail
and laid the foundations of a
strong India.

Stalin elected
again as 

DMK chief
Chennai, Oct 09 (PTI):

DMK stalwart and
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin was
unanimously elected as
party president at the
party’s general council
meeting held here on
Sunday.

In his address following
his election, Stalin asked
office-bearers to take a
vow to work towards se-
curing a landslide victory
for the party in the 2024
Lok Sabha (LS) polls and
emerge in national politics
as an unassailable force.

The party should win all
the 39 Parliamentary con-
stituencies in the state and
the lone seat in neighbour-
ing Puducherry as well, he
said.


