
Watery grave
LLaattuurr:: Two minor sisters
drowned in a reservoir at
a village in Maharashtra's
Latur district, police said
on Saturday. The incident
took place in Anantwadi
village of Deoni tehsil on
Friday evening, an official
said. Kalpana Laxman
Pawar (15) and her sister
Shilpa (12), residents of
Dhanegaon Tanda, were
returning home from
their farm when they
drowned, he said.

Booked 
GGwwaalliioorr:: A doctor and his
assistant have been
booked for rape on the
complaint of a 40-year-
old woman in Gwalior in
Madhya Pradesh, a police
official said on Saturday.
As per the complainant,
she had gone to the clinic
of the doctor in Shri Ram
Colony for treatment of
some problem, Jhansi
Road police station
inspector Sanjeev Nayan
Sharma said.

BRIEF

Akash Ganga team of the IAF 
displays skydiving skills during 90th
anniversary celebrations of IAF, at

the Sukhna Lake in Chandigarh,
Saturday.
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Nashik, Oct 08 (PTI): 

Twelve passengers, in-
cluding a two-year-old child,
were killed and 43 others in-
jured as a private bus travel-
ling to Mumbai caught fire
after hitting a trailer truck in
Nashik city of Maharashtra
early on Saturday, police offi-
cials said. The accident took
place at Nandur Naka on
Nashik-Aurangabad high-
way around 5.15 am when
the sleeper bus was coming
from Yavatmal in eastern
Maharashtra, they said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief over

the loss of lives in the bus
tragedy and announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh for the

next of kin of each deceased
and Rs 50,000 each for the in-
jured.

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
has held that statement of a
witness, including cross-ex-
amination, has to be record-
ed either on the same or the
following day and there
should not be any ground
for adjournment on this.

The apex court, which
was hearing two pleas seek-
ing quashing of bail grant-
ed by the Allahabad High
Court to two persons in a
murder case, was informed
that it took almost three
months to conclude record-

ing of statement of one of
the prosecution witnesses.

"The mandate of law it-
self postulate that examina-
tion-in-chief followed with
cross-examination is to be
recorded either on the same
day or on the day follow-
ing," a bench of justices
Ajay Rastogi and C T
Ravikumar said.

"In other words, there
should not be any ground
for adjournment in record-
ing the examination-in-
chief/cross-examination of
the prosecution witness, as
the case may be," the top

court said in its order
passed on September 30.

The high court, in its two
separate orders passed in
February and March, had
granted bail to the two per-
sons in connection with the
case lodged at Bhadohi dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh for
the alleged offences includ-
ing that of murder.

During the hearing be-
fore the apex court, the
bench was informed that
there are three eye-witness-
es according to the list of
witnesses and charge sheet
has been filed in the case.

Ahmedabad, Oct 08 (PTI): 

The Coast Guard and
Gujarat Anti-Terrorist
Squad have seized heroin
worth Rs 350 crore from a
Pakistani boat off the state
coast and apprehended its
six crew members, officials
said on Saturday. The ICG
and ATS personnel seized
the boat Al Sakar, which had
50 kg heroin on board, in the
Arabian Sea. The operation
was conducted during the
intervening night of Friday

and Saturday, they said. The
boat with six crew members
on board was brought to the
state's Jakhau port for fur-
ther investigation, they
added. A release issued by
the ICG said the joint opera-
tion was carried out during
the intervening night of
October 7 and 8, when a
Pakistani boat was observed
moving suspiciously in
Indian waters, five nautical
miles inside notional
International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) and
40 nautical miles from
Jakhau.

Sitab Diara, Oct 08 (PTI) 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Saturday claimed that
poll strategist-turned-politician
Prashant Kishor had asked him
to merge his JD(U) with the
Congress. Speaking to reporters
in Sitab Diara, the birthplace of
socialist icon Jayaprakash
Narayan, Kumar claimed that
Kishor was working for the BJP.
"He came to meet me recently
of his own accord. I did not
invite him. He speaks so much
but hides the fact that once he
had asked me to merge my party
with the Congress," said Kumar.
The chief minister was respond-
ing to Kishor's claim that he
spurned a recent request by by
Kumar to lead the JD(U).

FATAL MISHAP

12 dead as bus catches
fire after hitting truck
̈ 43 injured

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi expressed grief over

the loss of lives in the bus

tragedy and announced an

ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh for

the next of kin of each

deceased and Rs 50,000

each for the injured. Chief

Minister Eknath Shinde

announced a financial

assistance of Rs 5 lakh to

the families of the dead

and said the medical

expenses of the injured

would be borne by the

state government.

PM expresses grief

Police personnel examine the charred remains of a bus after it hit a truck
and caught fire on Aurangabad Road in Nashik district, Saturday.

‘PK told me 
to merge 

JD-U with Cong’

Surajpur, Oct 08:

Chandni-Biharpur area in
Surjapur area, infamous by
the name 'Kalapani' is
struggling for basic ameni-
ties like road and health
facilities. On Friday one vil-
lager was attacked by a
bear and was seriously
injured. The family mem-
bers carried the victim on
cot for 5 km to reach the
next village. From that place
injured was brought to the
health centre in an ambu-
lance and after primary
treatment was sent to the
district hospital.    
It needs to be mentioned
here, more than a dozen vil-
lages of Biharpur area are
struggling to meet basic
needs like potable water,
power, road and health
facilities. If someone falls ill
in the village is carried on
shoulder by others through
stony road for many kilome-
ters to reach the nearest
health facility. The victim
Bihari Lal Pando(60), resi-
dent of Baijanpath had gone
to his field to oversee the

crops and was attacked by a
bear. As he struggled to
escape from the bear got
profusely injured.
Many schools in this area
run on papers while some
run under the tree. There
are schools which open only
on Independent and
Republic Day. Former collec-
tor Ranbir Sharma along
with his team walked to
reach Baijanpath on
September 17, 2020. He met
the villagers and got
apprised with their problem.
He asked the officials to
prepare proposal under
MNREGA for 2 hand pumps
and anganbadi in Pandopara
along with road and three
bridges.  
RRooaaddss  ssttaarrtteedd  ttoo  bbrreeaakk  ssoooonn
aafftteerr  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  
With the initiative of health
minister at a proposal of
crores a road and bridge
was constructed from
Baijanpath to Khohir but it
is in dilapidated soon after
the completion of construc-
tion work. It is alleged that
the nodal agency Guru
Ghansi Das National Park
area used inferior quality
construction material.    

Villagers carry injured
on cot to hospital

̈ No road in village

Heroin worth Rs 350 cr
seized from Pak boat

̈ Off Gujarat coast S
C
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cross-examination, on same or following day’

W henever it comes
to overall health,

the emphasis is on main-
taining both mental and
physical health. Mental
and physical health are
complementary to each
other as the disorder in
one can affect the health of
the other. Studies have
linked mental health dis-
orders like stress - anxiety
to a number of serious
and chronic diseases such
as heart disease, high
blood pressure, etc. This is
the reason why health ex-
perts say, the body can be
kept healthy and fit only
when you are mentally
healthy.

World Mental Health
Day is observed annually
on 10 October to raise
awareness of mental
health issues around the
world and to organize col-
laborative efforts for men-
tal health. It was first cele-
brated in 1992 by the World
Federation for Mental
Health. Mental disorders

are the leading cause of
health and disability in
the world. According to
the World Health
Organization (WHO), 450
million people suffer from
mental disorders globally.
One in four people in the
world is affected by a men-
tal disorder or neurologi-
cal disorder at some point
in life. Individuals be-
tween the ages of 10 and 19
with mental health prob-
lems account for 16% of
the global disease burden.

The theme of World
Mental Health Day 2022 is
"Make mental health for
all a global priority".
Adolescence and the early
years of adulthood are the
times in life when many
changes occur, for exam-
ple changing schools, leav-
ing home and starting col-
lege, university, or a new
job. For many people these
are exciting times and in
some cases it can be a time
of tension and doubt. The
increasing use of online

technologies with many
benefits has also brought
additional pressure for
people in this age group,
however if it is not recog-
nized and managed, this
stress can lead to mental
illness.

Mental health problems
in adults: Half of all men-
tal illnesses begin by the
age of fourteen, but most
cases go undiagnosed and
treated. Depression is the
third leading cause of dis-
ease burden among adoles-
cents. Suicide is the sec-
ond leading cause of death
among fifteen to twenty-
nine year olds, with
Chhattisgarh having the
highest number of suicide
cases in India. Harmful
use of alcohol and drugs
among adolescents is a
major problem in
Chhattisgarh and leads to
risky behavior such as un-
protected sex or danger-
ous driving. Eating disor-
ders are also a concern. If
left untreated, these condi-

tions affect
children's de-
velopment,
e d u c a t i o n
and ability to
meet life ex-
p e c t a n c i e s
and life pro-
ductivity.

Better un-
derstanding
initiation of
prevention:
India has
about 356 mil-
lion people between the
ages of ten and twenty-
four; India is a country of
youth with about thirty
percent of the youth popu-
lation. Prevention and
management of mental ill-
ness among adolescents
and adults should begin at
an early age by raising
awareness and under-
standing the early warn-
ing signs and symptoms of
mental illness. Parents
and teachers can help chil-
dren and adolescents build
life skills such as social

skills, prob-
lem-solving
skills and
s e l f - c o n f i -
dence to sup-
port them in
coping with
e v e r y d a y
challenges at
home and at
s c h o o l .
E f f o r t s
should be fo-

cused on gen-
erating and

developing resources and
services that help adults
feel empowered and con-
nected. Psychological sup-
port can be provided at
schools and other commu-
nity levels by trained
health workers who can
detect and manage mental
health disorders.
Promoting and protecting
adolescent health benefits
not only adolescent health,
but also society and the
country as it enables
'healthy youth' to con-
tribute more to the work-

force, family and commu-
nity and society.

Lifestyle and mental
health risks: Due to many
messy habits of our daily
routine, mental health is
also getting affected badly.
Increasing physical inac-
tivity among people, exces-
sive use of mobile-social
media (increasing screen
time), lack of sleep, exces-
sive use of drugs, alcohol,
ganja, opium is increasing
in Chhattisgarh due to
which there is a boom in
mental health disorders.
Apart from lifestyle, there
can also be a risk of genet-
ics. All people need to
make mental health a pri-
ority as it is one of the
growing serious problems
globally. If we pay atten-
tion to some things in the
routine, then along with
maintaining mental
health, the risk of many
types of physical problems
due to it can also be re-
duced.

Adequate sleep is essen-

tial not only for physical
health, but also for mental
health. By improving the
quality and duration of
sleep, the risk of disorders
such as stress-anxiety and
depression can be re-
duced. The researchers
found that people with
sleep disorders or sleep
deprivation were found to
have a higher risk of a va-
riety of mental health dis-
orders than those who got
6-8 hours of uninterrupted
sleep a night. People of all
ages, from children to the
elderly, should pay special
attention to getting good
sleep.

The habit of spending
more time on mobile-TV,
laptop or any other type of
screen can cause serious
problems for mental
health. Researchers have
found blue light emitted
from screens to be very
harmful to the normal
functioning of the brain
and hormones. Apart from
this, experts say, try to

spend less time on social
media. The increasing
negativity on social media
can affect your mental
health.

Exercise helps you re-
lieve stress, improve your
mood, do things better, and
get a good night's sleep.
Studies have found that
the habit of regular yoga-
exercise is considered to
be particularly beneficial
in reducing the symptoms
of disorders like depres-
sion and anxiety.
Researchers found that
yoga practices such as
pranayama and medita-
tion can be helpful in
calming the mind, remov-
ing negative thoughts and
reducing the risk of de-
pression. By including
yoga-exercise in the rou-
tine, both mental and
physical health can be
kept better.

Dr Prashant Agarwal
(Psychiatrist), Saubhagya

Complex, Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Prostate
cancer is one of the com-
mon cancer diseases in
men, but most people are
not aware of it. The
chances of prostate can-
cer increase with increas-
ing age. If detected in the
early stages, prostate can-
cer can be prevented from
progressing. Otherwise
prostate cancer can cause
death.

Dr Navin Ram Daruka,
senior urologist,
Arogyam Super
Speciality Hospital &
Research Center, NH-53
Bypass Road Kadambari
Nagar Durg, informed
that the prostate gland is
a walnut-sized gland
which is located just

below the bladder, and
urine comes out through
the middle of it. It is an
important part of the
male reproductive sys-
tem, which helps in keep-
ing the sperm alive.

Dr Daruka added that
the prostate gland devel-
ops in two stages, in the
first stages it develops till
puberty, and in the second
stages it starts growing
after the age of 40, which
is known as BPH. It is
said that the enlarged
gland itself starts press-
ing on the urinary tract,
which causes frequent
urination, weakening of
urine stream, incomplete
urination and burning in
urine, pain etc.

Dr Daruka explained
that the main causes of

prostate cancer are in-
creasing age and family
history of prostate can-
cer. In some cases it has
also been seen in puberty.
So after 40 years, all men
must get PSA checked
every year. There are
many types of diseases in
the prostate gland, of

which infection; BPH,
prostate cancer etc are
prominent.

Symptoms of BPH and
prostate cancer are al-
most the same. There are
some special blood tests
(PSA) and DRE which are
conducted by Urologists
to identify prostate can-
cer. Yet, most of the pa-
tients come in the last
stages due to lack of in-
formation. By then, the
cancer had spread to the
bones.

When prostate cancer
is detected in its early
stages, it can be complete-
ly treated by surgery, but
when detected in the late
stages, prostate cancer
can be stopped from grow-
ing with state-of-the-art
medicines and surgery.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Police
have arrested the princi-
pal of a private school on
charges of molesting the
girl students. The victims
had made a complaint to
the District Education
Officer as well as the
District Police against the
Principal. The 37-year-old
accused used to call the
girls alone in his office,
tough them inappropriate-
ly and even kiss and talk
dirty.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that the accused
is identified as K Anand
Kumar (37) son of
Williams, a resident of
Shanti Nagar, Bhilai. He
works as Principal of St
Xaviers School, Smriti
Nagar, Bhilai. Some girl

students of the school had
made a complaint against
him that he calls them
alone to his cabin and mo-
lests them.

Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, ASP
(IUCAW) Meeta Pawar and
CSP (Bhilai Nagar) super-
vised the legal proceedings

and ensured speedy action
on the part of Supela
Police Station.

The accused has been
booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in sec-
tions 354 of IPC and
Section 8 of POCSO Act.
He was produced before
the court and has been sent
to jail on judicial remand.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Town
Services Department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
along with the members of
the Sector 06A Shop own-
ers association carried out
a cleanliness drive under
the special cleanliness
drive 2.0 under 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav' in Sector-
06A Market on Saturday.

Under this campaign, a
cleanliness drive was con-
ducted under the guid-
ance of MM Gadre, ED (P
& A) by the Sector 06A
Shop owners association
and other senior officials.

SV Nandanwar, CGM
(TSD & CSR), S Praharaj,
GM (TSD), Dinesh Kumar,
GM (Electrical), Jacob
Kurian, GM (LA & PR),
Shikha Dubey, GM

(Education), Prashant
Tiwari, GM (PR), Soumik
Dey, DGM (L & A), Dr
Naveen Kumar Jain, DGM
(Horticulture), AK
Chauhan, DGM
(Electrical), Rajendra
Prasad, GM (Education),
along with other officers
of the plant and Sector-

06A Market Shop owners
association, Vinod
Upadhyay, President,
Sector-06A Market Shop
owners association,
Naresh Vaswani, General
Secretary, Pankaj Jain,
Uttam Jain, Himanshu,
Ashish Jaiswal, Mukesh,
Vishal Soni along with

shopkeepers and mem-
bers of Shops of Sector-
06A market were present
on the occasion.

It may be noted that
Special Cleanliness Drive
2.0 is being carried out in
various departments and
areas of the plant. Apart
from regular cleaning,

this special cleanliness
drive 2.0 has been started.
In this, cleaning is being
done under this campaign
in various departments of
the Plant's Medical and
Health services depart-
ment, Mines, Town
Service department and
Plant premises.

Three apprehended for 
assault on homeless person

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Police
have arrested three per-
sons on charges of assault-
ing a mentally challenged
person in village Khopli of
Machandur Chowki area.
The accused were arrested
on the basis of the video
footage of the incident.
Later they confessed to
have committed the crime.

It needs to be mentioned
here that on suspicion of
being child-lifters, a men-
tally challenged homeless
person was beaten up by
some persons at village
Khopli on October 06. On
information, a police
party reached the spot and
rescued the victim.

He was brought to the

Police Station and there-
after taken to the hospital
for medical examination.
After examination,
Doctors opined that the

victim was mentally chal-
lenged. Accordingly, Police
are seeking permission
from the Executive
Magistrate to admit the

victim at Mental Health
Hospital in Sendri,
Bilaspur.

Police lodged an FIR
under sections 294, 506,
323, 34 of IPC against the
accused identified as
Bhemendra alias Bhola
Chandrakar (37) son of
Bhushan Lal Chandrakar;
Vikas Banjare (20) son of
Gajanand Banjare and
Karan Narang (33) son of
Govind Narang, all resi-
dents of village Khopli.
Police urged the common
people to immediately in-
form the police if they find
any suspicious person.
Police further appealed to
all citizens not to over-
react on rumours of child-
lifting and do not take law
into their own hands.

Karm Shiromani awards
given in RSM department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Karm
Shiromani awards were
given away in the Rail and
Structural Mill of SAIL -
Bhilai Steel Plant for ex-
emplary work by employ-
ees. Dinesh Singh Dilliwar
(Senior Crane operator)
and D Vallabh Rao, Senior
OCT were given the Karm
Shiromani awards.

Pankaj Puri, GM, M K
Sahu, GM, Sudipto
Chhatopadhyay, GM and
other senior officials were
present on the occasion.

Employees are short-
listed for this award for
innovations, better re-
source utilisation, follow-
ing Safety standards etc.
at the workplace. The

awardees shared that
such awards act as a
morale booster and in-
spire them to contribute
more to the department.

A certificate, memento,
letter of appreciation and

a sweet packet were given
to Karm Shiromani
awardees by Sameer
Singh, GM (RSM). He ap-
preciated the contribu-
tion of the awardees to
their department.

Samayla Ansari,
Assistant Manager
(Personnel) compered the
programme while
Jasbeer Singh supported
in organising the pro-
gramme.
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Special Cleanliness Drive 2.0 
conducted at Sector 6 market

Private school principal held 
for molesting girl students 

Awareness is essential for prevention
of prostate cancer: Dr Daruka

Dr Navin Ram Daruka

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer Rohit Vyas
took charge as
Commissioner of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation on
Friday. The officers and
workers of BMC accorded
a warm welcome to the
new Commissioner with
flower bouquets.

On the next day,
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
chaired a meeting and
thoroughly reviewed the
government and depart-
mental works. IAS Rohit
Vyas is the 22nd
Commissioner of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.
He received charge from
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar who has been
transferred to Durg
Municipal Corporation.

After assuming the

charge, Commissioner
Vyas chaired a meeting of
departmental officers and
reviewed the status of reg-
ularization of illegal con-
structions, Godhan Nyay
Yojana, C Mart, Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club, Atmanand
English Medium School,
Chief Minister Urban
Slum Health Scheme,
Mitan Yojna, Krishna
Kunj Yojna, approval of

colony development, SHG
oriented schemes, condi-
tion of dilapidated roads,
etc.

He sought information
from the officials on
Dhanwantri scheme, in-
formation about city sani-
tation and drinking water
supply, direct building per-
mit system, progress of
National Urban
Livelihood Mission, ongo-

ing Chhattisgarhia
Olympic Games, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana and
water harvesting etc. In
the review meeting, the
Municipal Commissioner
said that the departmental
and nodal officers should
monitor their work prop-
erly so that the benefits of
civic services can reach
the last person.

A d d i t i o n a l
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Superintending
Engineer Deepak Joshi
and BK Devangan, Deputy
Commissioner Ramakant
Sahu, Zone
Commissioners of BMC,
Executive Engineer,
Health Officer, Building
Permission Officer,
Accounts Officer, Nodal
Officers, Assistant
Engineer and Department
Heads and others were
present in the meeting.

Rohit Vyas takes charge as BMC Commissioner

Special analysis on mental disease and prevention

Dr Prashant Agrawal
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Three nabbed practicing
online cricket ‘satta’

Raipur, Oct 08: Three
youths have been arrested
on charges of providing
online cricket ‘satta’ in
Telibandha area here on
Saturday. The police got
tip from an informer and
nabbed two with 1 Vivo
company’s mobile one and
one Intel company’s key-
pad mobile, cash of Rs
2000 and 1 number Sony
company’s laptop and
‘satta-patti’ written on a
piece of a paper.

As per information in
this regard, the

Telibandha police got in-
formation that two youths
are practicing online
cricket ‘satta’ and on
reaching the site nabbed
Panju Sajida S/o
Lakhimal Sajida, (42), R/o
Telibandha gali No. 6 and
Manoj Chawla, S/o Nanak
Ram Chawla (42), R/o
Ravigram Telibandha and
Piku Amlani S/o
Srichand Amlani (31), R/o
New Rajendra Nagar
Amlidih thana.

The police nabbed all
three along with the above
gadgets and mobile and
cash worth total of Rs
45,530. The police has filed
case against all three and
taken the matter under in-
vestigation.

CM inaugurates exhibition of products made by RIPA in state

Raipur, Oct 08: An exhibi-
tion of the products manu-
factured by numerous Rural
Industrial Parks (RIPA’s) of

the state has been put up by
the Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
in the  two-day Collector
and SP conference organ-
ized at New Circuit House
in the capital Raipur. This
exhibition has been put up
with the purpose of inspir-
ing the collectors and the
chief executive officers of

different  district panchay-
ats to witness the different
varieties of products manu-
factured by different dis-
tricts RIPA’s and Gauthans
and to and take inspiration
from each other’s products
and to create a better atmos-
phere of production and
marketing. The exhibition
was inaugurated by the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today.

This exhibition has a di-
verse variety of products
like milk products, spices,
scented incense sticks, LED
bulbs from Mahasamund
district and soap, cookies,
and candles from Raipur dis-
trict, Kosa silk sarees, kurtis,
salwar suit cloth  from

Janjgir-Champa. Coconut
cold press oil, tikhur milk
shake and spices from
Kondagaon, ragi, spices, bell
metal products of Bastar
have also been displayed
here.

Products manufactured
from banana fiber by
Bemetara district, ragi cook-
ies, dry fruits, pickles, man-
ufactured by Dantewada,
paint made from cow dung,
plastic bags for packing ver-
micompost have been pre-
pared by Kanker Gauthans
are also exhibited here.
Collectors and other officials
of all the districts observed
and appreciated the local
products made by different
districts.

Competition for Best
Eco Club on Oct 11, 12

Raipur, Oct 08: Two-day
‘Eco Bal Mela’ will be or-
ganised on Oct 11 and 12
by Chhattisgarh
E n v i r o n m e n t
Conservation Board
(CECB) I order to select
the best three Eco Club
Schools. In this pro-
gramme of School chil-
dren starting at 11:00 am
on Oct 11, the children
from all over the state will
be given education about
the environment and
along with this competi-
tions in speech, creative
writing, one-the-spot-
painting will be organ-
ised.

In the prize distribution
programme to be held on
Oct 12, Minister for

Climate Change, Forest
and Housing Mohammed
Akbar will be the chief
guest and will present the
prizes to top three Eco
Clubs. The first prize of
state level Eco Club will
be of Rs 15000; second of
Rs 10000 and third of Rs
7000 and consolation
prizes and trophies too
will be presented.

The school taking part
in this competition will
also put up one stall of its
own and in which exhibi-
tion on different environ-
mental subjects by school
children will be put on
display. On this occasion
CECB will also display an
exhibition on e-waste and
plastic waste.

PM-WANI Wi-Fi Inaugurated in AIIMS Raipur

Raipur, Oct 08: All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Raipur has in-

augurated PM-WANI Wi-
Fi service at Registration
counters in the Hospital

premise. The service will
be free of cost for the first
time user up-to 150 mb
data usage. New facility
will be beneficial for the
almost 6000 patients and
their relatives visiting
the hospital every day.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director said
that the new facility will
enable visitors to the hos-
pital to take on-line ap-
pointments, and down-
load medical reports

through an app. ‘It has
been introduced as a pilot
project under Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav, and it
can be extended to entire
hospital and hostels at
Tatibandh Campus and
at Kabir Nagar campus
respectively. Bandwidth
available can be used by
the 500 users at a time
with an effective range of
500 feet around the cen-
tral dome registration
counters, he said.

Anshuman Gupta,
Deputy Director
(Admin.) informed that
first time users will get
150 mb data free of cost.
Thereafter, they have to
recharge their plans.
Plans are very cheap
with as low as 20 GB data
available for three days
only at 10 Rs. It can be
used through an app. It
will soon be extended to

the whole hospital cam-
pus, he informed. The
program is graced by
Dean (Academics) Prof.
Alok Agrawal, IT
Programmer Varun
Pandey and other faculty
members and officers.

125 toppers of Classes 10, 12
Board exams get chopper ride 

Raipur, Oct 08: At least
125 meritorious students
of Classes 10 and 12 board
examinations in
Chhattisgarh were felici-
tated and rewarded with a
helicopter ride in Raipur
on Saturday, an official
said.

The state and district-
wise toppers of Classes 10
and 12 board examina-
tions were given joyrides
in a seven-seater helicop-
ter in keeping with the an-
nouncement made by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the public rela-
tions officer said.

This is for the first time
that toppers of board ex-
aminations were being fe-
licitated in such a unique
manner, he said. A felicita-
tion programme was or-
ganised at Police Parade

Ground here, the official
said.

Earlier in May, the chief
minister had announced
that the top 10 meritorious
students of Classes 10 and
12 board examinations
will be rewarded with a
helicopter ride.

Expressing gratitude,
Varsha Dewangan of
Raipur, who bagged the
first rank in Raipur and
10th place in Chhattisgarh
in the Class 12 board ex-

amination, said she was
very excited during the
ride and it was like a
dream come true.

“It was a great pleasure
and memorable moment
for me to get a helicopter
ride, as the place where I
come from does not even
have proper road connec-
tivity and other facilities,”
said Devanand Kameti, a
meritorious student of
Class 10 from Naxalite-hit
Narayanpur district.

State should have visible policing: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0088:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel instructed
Collectors and SPs of all the
districts to maintain a close
watch on security and peace.
Speaking at the two-day
Collector and SP conference at
New Circuit House in Raipur
today he stressed the need for
visible policing in prevention of
crimes. The conference is
being attended by the Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief Secretary
Subrat Sahoo, DGP Ashok
Juneja, Divisional
Commissioner, IG Police, and
Collectors and SPs from each
and every district.

Chhattisgarh’s DGP Ashok
Juneja gave a briefing on the
state’s crime scenario to the
Chief Minister in the beginning
of the conference. The Chief
Minister received a thorough
update from Juneja about the
actions taken against chit fund
businesses. It is important to
note that Chief Minister Baghel
places a high premium on
returning investors  money
from chit funds. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, however,
expressed disappointment
with the tardy response in chit
fund cases and ordered to take
immediate action against the
chit fund businesses. The Chief
Minister instructed chit fund

businesses to pursue court-
ordered attachment of proper-
ties in other states as soon as
possible in these situations. It
is important to note that a sum
of roughly Rs.40 crore has been

refunded to the investors as a
result of the state govern-
ment’s efforts in pursuing
tough action against the chit
fund organisations.

The Chief Minister gave

instruction, saying that a strict
watch should be kept on drugs
entering the state coming from
nearby states, and their smug-
gling should be stopped. The
Chief Minister highlighted the
need for close coordination
with the neighbouring  states
at every level in order for the
police to take rigorous action
against the narcotics network.
The Chief Minister further
instructed him to make sure
that he intervenes at the
source of such cases, not only
in violent incidents brought on
by intoxicant use, but also to
address the root of drug addic-
tion.

He sternly questioned why
alcohol is so widely accessible
in each district. According to
the Chief Minister, strict meas-
ures must be made to ensure
that alcohol should not be
available. The Chief Minister
further instructed the SPs of all
the districts to take the hardest
possible action against inter-
net gambling during review
meeting.

Chief Minister Baghel gave
the police strict instructions to
deal with crimes involving
women and children while
reviewing the prevention of
crimes against women.
According to him, victims of
crimes against Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
should receive help payments
right away, and any instances
of knife-pelting should be han-
dled immediately. He gave the
SPs of all the districts instruc-
tions to adopt a zero-tolerance
approach to offenders and
ensure that similar occur-
rences should not occur. The
Chief Minister also instructed
all district SPs to concentrate
on visible policing and advised
all SPs to go on night patrol by
themselves. In order to combat
crimes against women, the
state would shortly begin with
women- PCR vehicles for
patrol. Everyone has been
given instructions by the chief
minister to exercise caution in
order to maintain state’s peace
and order.

LIGHT DECORATION

Masjids have been beautifully decorated with colourful lights for the Eid-a-Milad tomorrow.

Presides over two-
day Collector-SP
conference

‘Ensure all arrangements for paddy purchase’
RRaaiippuurr:: CM Bhupesh Baghel directed all the District Collectors
to keep all preparations ready for paddy purchase on MSP for
Khariff marketing year 2022-23. CM made it clear to all that
the farmers should not face any problems in selling of their
paddy. He said that since paddy purchase is going to start from
Nov 1 this year, therefore all preparations be made well in
advance. This year there are chances of purchase of 1.10 cr
MT paddy from farmers and in such situation necessary facil-
ities nd availability of gunny bags be made in all the paddy
purchase centres.

Ensure proper facility for 
sending dead bodies: CM

OOff  ddeecceeaasseedd  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  tthheeiirr  hhoommeess  wwiitthh  rreessppeecctt

RRaaiippuurr::  CM Bhupesh Baghel has given instructions to ensure
the availability of sufficient vehicles to take the dead bodies of
deceased persons during treatment in Government hospitals
to their homes with respect. Instructions have been issued on
this matter by the CM Baghel to all the district Collectors. In
the issued instructions, it has been specified that all district
Collectors after coordinating with Health Department and
Non-governmental Organizations should make a provision for
sufficient numbers of vehicles so that the dead bodies of the
deceased persons can be sent to their respective homes. 

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director inaugurated PM-WANI wi-fi facility at AIIMS, Raipur.

Products made by
different districts
RIPA’s displayed
under one roof

Mobile phones,
goods, worth 
Rs  45000 seized

Banking awareness held among the villager 

Bijapur, Oct 07:
Employment Day was or-
gainsed on 7 October 2022
to give information about
the works to be started
and approved works at
the panchayat level, be-
sides the provisions for
the job card holder
labourers under
Mahatma Gandhi
NREGA scheme and the
guidelines and advice of
the government issued
from time to time.

On this day, informa-

tion about the wage rate
of Rs 204 was also given
in the gram panchayats,
and if there is any com-
plaint related to payment
of wages to the laborers,
necessary action was
taken to redress those
complaints.

In the Gram
Panchayats, applications
for seeking employment
were received, as well as
the problems related to
the bank account of the

job card holder family
were resolved. The rea-
sons and solutions were
also explained to the
workers for not getting
the amount of MNREGA
scheme in the account.

The beneficiaries were
apprised about the  rea-
sons and solutions for not
getting their amount of
MNREGA scheme credit-
ed in the accounts of
workers and were asked
to meet  up the demands.

Bhim Singh holds meeting with CCCI, Trade Associations

Raipur, Oct 08:
Commercial Tax (GST)
Commissioner  Bhim
Singh held a meeting with
the presidents and mem-
bers of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries (CCCI), Iron
and Steel Manufacturers
Association, Cement
M a n u f a c t u r e r s
Association and Floor Mill
Association to increase tax
revenue in the state. He
also discussed the chal-
lenges of GST tax revenue
collection from the repre-
sentatives of the trade
unions and sought sugges-

tions for better tax collec-
tion. Singh said in the
meeting that in the current
financial year 2022-23,
there is a target of collect-
ing tax of Rs 16 thousand
crore in the state. So far
this year, tax collection of
more than eight thousand
crore rupees has been done
by the department.
Expressing concern over
the tax collection for the
last July, August and
September, he said that
this time the revenue col-
lection has been seriously
affected as compared to

last year. He urged the
trade unions to cooperate
to increase tax collection.

Commercial Tax
Commissioner, Bhim
Singh informed in the
meeting that a total of Rs.
1.74 lakh traders are regis-
tered under GST in
Chhattisgarh. Out of these,
the number of traders with
a turnover of more than
five crore rupees is 13,300.
The number of business-
men with composition is
34000d. There are 75,600
traders in the state who
submit monthly statement.

Chhattisgarh has 601 busi-
nessmen per one lakh pop-
ulation, while in neighbor-
ing Madhya Pradesh it is
638. Singh told the officials
of the Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries and
M a n u f a c t u r e r s
Associations that it has be-
come necessary to increase
the tax revenue to compen-
sate the loss to the state due
to the closure of the provi-
sion of compensation for
five years in the GST sys-
tem, in order to conduct
the development works of
public interest smoothly.
Amar Parwani, Chairman,
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce, while drawing
the attention of the depart-
ment to the various provi-
sions of GST, suggested
that the principle of “Ease
of Doing Business” and
“Minimum Government
Maximum Governance”

should be followed, so that
there should be fairness in
the business community.
Along with making the tax
system simple and easy, he
suggested rationalization
of tax rates and urged to re-
store all the suspended reg-
istrations. In the meeting,
office bearer of floor mill
union Mr. Dharam
Agarwal, representative of
Century Cement,
Additional Commissioner
of Commercial Tax
Department Mr. T.L. Dhruv,
Joint Commissioner of
Raipur Division, Ms. Sonal
Khanduja and Ms. Neelima
Tigga, CCCI General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttam Golcha,
Working President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Agarwal and
many office bearers of var-
ious trade associations
were present.

Three accused arrested in murder case
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  OOcctt  0088:: Under
Parpa police station area of
??the district, Parpa police
was successful in solving the
mystery of the dead body
found in suspicious condition
and the murder incident below
the culvert between Lamani
and Sargipal on October 5.
Parpa police have arrested 3
accused of murder Narvinder
Singh Bajwa, Sher Singh
Sumer and 1 minor boy.

According to the informa-
tion received from the police,
in the morning of Sept 5, a
dead body was found under
the culvert between Lamani
and Sargipal. During investiga-
tion in the case, the said body
was identified as that of
Satwant Singh alias Monu
Brar. On the basis of the post-
mortem report of the dead
body and circumstantial evi-
dence, the said man was found
to have been murdered. In the

case of murder, an offense
under section 302, 201 IPC
was registered for murder
against unknown accused in
the police station Parpa.

During the investigation, on
the basis of circumstantial evi-
dence, the friends of the
deceased Satwant alias Monu,
Narvinder Singh Bajwa, Sher
Singh Sumer and 1 juvenile
were found to be involved in
the crime. On interrogation in
the case, he has admitted to
killing the deceased Satwant
Singh alias Monu Brar on
October 4. According to the
accused of murder, on
October 4, Narvinder Bajwa,
Sher Singh Sumer and the

juvenile took the deceased
Satwant Singh towards
Sargipal in the name of drink-
ing alcohol. In Sargipal, there
was a dispute among them-
selves regarding the transac-
tion of loan amount of Rs 5000.
After this, Satwant was
attacked on the head by the
accused Narvinder Bajwa,
Sher Singh Sumer and the
juvenile boy with the key of
the motor cycle, and strangled
to death. After the murder, the
body was thrown down the
culvert between Sargipal and
Lamani for the purpose of hid-
ing it. After the confession of
accused Narvinder Singh
Bajwa, Sher Singh Sumer and
minor boy in the case, the
accused have been arrested
and sent to the court on judi-
cial remand. After taking prop-
er action against the juvenile
child, has been referred to
Juvenile Justice Board.

Paddy will be purchased from Nov 1 as announced by CM

Raipur, Oct 08: As per the
announcement of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
paddy procurement will
start in the state from
November 1. In the upcom-
ing Kharif marketing year
2022-23, a meeting of the
Cabinet Sub-Committee
was held on Friday for the

purchase of paddy from the
registered farmers of the
state at support price.

In the meeting chaired by
Food Minister, Amarjit
Bhagat, the availability of
sufficient gunny bags for
registration of farmers,
paddy procurement and
custom milling in the com-

ing Kharif year was dis-
cussed. In the meeting of
the cabinet sub-committee,
the availability of gunny
bags was emphasized on
priority during the discus-
sion on preparations in re-
spect of all levels including
paddy procurement centers
in line with the target of 110

lakh metric tonnes of
paddy procurement in the
state. It is noteworthy that
as per the announcement of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, this year paddy will
be procured from the farm-
ers of the state from
November 1. For this, regu-
lar review is also being
done by taking meetings of
the officials of the con-
cerned departments. It is
worth mentioning that the
Public Distribution System,
for the availability of suffi-
cient quantity of gunny
bags, along with the supply
of gunny bags received
from central agencies for
easy purchase of paddy
from farmers last year, by

purchasing gunny bags
from millers and farmers
and buying paddy gunny
bags at support price. Since
this year paddy is to be pro-
cured from November 1.
Intensive preparation is
being done by the depart-
ment for this. Availability
of gunny bags is also being
ensured. All necessary
preparations are being
made so that there is no
problem in buying paddy
easily from the farmers.
Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry Minister,
Ravindra Choubey and
Higher Education Minister,
Umesh Patel were present
in the cabinet sub-commit-
tee meeting.

Knowledge, dedication necessary
to attain God: Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today attended ‘Krishna
Bhakt Charitra’ pro-
gramme of Motivational

Speaker and Spiritual
Speaker Jaya Kishoriji or-
ganized by Swayam
Siddha Foundation at
Sardar Balbir Singh
Juneja Indoor Stadium in
Raipur.

A devotee can attain god
when he dedicates with
knowledge, Chief
Minister Baghel said on
this occasion. According
to him dedication is im-
portant in every field. He
glorified the devotion of

the devotee through a
short story.

The Chief Minister
praised the ‘Krishna
Bhakt Charitra Katha’
being presented by spiri-
tual speaker Jaya Kishori
ji through melodious
music. The Chief
Minister was honored
with presentation of a
Tulsi plant by Swayam
Siddha Foundation. A
large number of devotees
including Industries

Minister Kawasi Lakhma,
founder of Swayam
Siddha Foundation
Anupama Tripathi were
present on the occasion.

According to Chief
Minister ‘Gita’ is the
greatest gift of Lord
Krishna. When Ved Vyas
ji was not satisfied with
the composition of the
Gita, he described
Krishna Bal Leela. The
Chief Minister said that
every mother sees the
form of Krishna in her
child. Mother calls her
child as ‘Lallan’ and
‘Kanha’.

Motivational speaker
Jaya Kishori began her
address with melodious
music and chanting of
mantras. According to her
‘satsangis’ never get disap-
pointed. There is happi-
ness in dedication. A devo-
tee can see God with ex-
pectation. Therefore the
devotee’s hope never ends.

People will now get free facility of test and
treatment in their locality: Singhdeo

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 08: State
Health and Family
Welfare Minister T.S.
Singhdeo inaugurated the
state’s first Hamar clinic
at Godhanpur on
Thursday by cutting the
ribbon. Health and
Wellness Center has been
set up by CGMSC at
Godhanpur in Ambikapur
where Hamar Clinic will
be operated. In the Hamar
Clinic, 12 types of treat-
ment facilities and 6 types
of pathology tests will be
available free of cost to the
people in the form of OPD.
Other medical staff in-
cluding a doctor will be
available in the OPD of
Hamar Clinic. On this oc-
casion, the Health
Minister inspected the
OPD, drug store room, lab-

oratory and doctor’s resi-
dence in the newly con-
structed building. During
the inspection, he took de-
tailed information about
the medicine and the ma-
chine.

On this occasion, Mr.
Singhdeo said that Hamar
Clinic is an ambitious
scheme of the state gov-
ernment, in which now
people will get free check-
up and treatment facility
in their own locality. Only

OPD facility will be avail-
able in Hamar Clinic.

If needed for admission,
they will be referred to the
district hospital or med-
ical college. He said that
now people will not have
to go to major hospitals to
get tested and treated for
common ailments. This
will save people from hav-
ing to queue for hours by
going to major hospitals.
Apart from the facility of
blood test available in

Hamar Clinic, if other
tests are required, then
the sample will be sent to
the higher lab and the in-
formation will be sent to
the patient’s mobile.
Singhdeo said that the
Hamar Clinic scheme is
being launched in both
urban and rural areas.

Health Minister  T.S.
Singhdeo got his blood
tested at the inauguration
of Hamar Clinic. It is note-
worthy that along with
Hamar Hospital across
the state, Hamar Clinics
are being constructed
with the aim of providing
better medical facilities to
the people in urban and
rural areas in less time at
a shorter distance. In the
year 2021-22 and 2022-23, 8
Hamar clinics have been
approved in the district.
Funds are being provided
by the Finance
Commission for other
arrangements including
building construction to
cost of medicines, salaries
of doctors and staff.

‘State policy for senior citizens
is need of hour’

Raipur, Oct 08: “What I
see here is not a Congress
of old, frail people. Rather
I see a conglomeration of
energetic, smart, sensitive
individuals, who are dedi-
cated to a larger cause. A
cause to make the society
a better, secured and safe
place for its senior citizens
and I thank Helpage India
for organizing this, for in-
stilling hope among the
senior citizens,” said
Sandeep Nirankari,
Mayor representative,
Bhilai, while addressing at
the special program held
in “Syan Sadan” to com-
memorate the
International Day for
Older Persons, 2022. The
program was held jointly
by Helpage India Raipur
and Bhilai Varishtha
Nagarik Mahasangh,
Bhilai. Nirankari was
present as the special
guest on the occasion
along with President of

Mahasangh Purushottam
Sahu.

On this occasion, a
strong case was made for
increasing the pension for
senior citizens and intro-
duction of State Policy for
Senior Citizens, twin caus-
es for which Helpage India
Chhattisgarh has been ad-
vocating for the last two
d e c a d e s .
The program began with
lighting of the traditional
lamp and Rajya Geet. The
guests were invited on the
dais and welcomed by
General Secretary of
Bhilai Varishtha Nagrik

Mahasangh Gajanand
Sahu. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Subhankar
Biswas, State Head,
Chhattisgarh said that,
“Helpage has been rally-
ing behind the twin causes
of increasing the monthly
pension for the senior citi-
zens and introduction of a
State Policy for the senior
citizens of the state.
Research has proved that
90% of the senior citizens
are thriving below poverty
line, have no pensions, and
are not supported by their
families. As a result, these
men women are depend-

ent on the state for their
wellbeing and livelihood.
The existing Oldage
Pension is just Rs 350 per
month which is a measly
amount and hardly suffi-
cient.

Helpage India’s pro-
gram “When I am 75” was
also inaugurated in this
program. The members of
the Mahasangh along with
a huge number of guests
were felicitated with
‘Shawl’ and ‘Khadi Suit’.
The program ended with
Yoga by women members
of the Mahasangh. Also
present on the occasion
were Vice President of the
Mahasangh Archana
Murle, General Secretary
Gajanand Sahu and
Treasurer M L Kashyap.
Helpage India’s Ajay
Singh, State Program
manager, Kingshuk Saha,
Manager (RM), Amit
Bhaumik, Help Desk
AIIMS were present.

CM inaugurates tamarind 
processing plant in Dhuragaon

Jagdalpur, Oct 07: CM
Bhupesh Baghel on Friday
inaugurated the tamarind
processing plant estab-
lished in Dhuragaon of
Lohandiguda development
block falling under Bastar
district.

Baghel inspected the
processing plant and took
information regarding the

operation and capacity of
the unit and the required
human resources.
Expressing happiness
over the establishment of
this processing unit, he
said that this will expand
the scope of investment in
the industrial sector here.
He said that processing of
local forest produce and

agricultural produce is
necessary here for employ-
ment generation and the
establishment of this
plant is a major achieve-
ment in this direction.

Plant operator Karthik
Kapoor said that this plant
has the capacity to manu-
facture 10 metric tonnes of
tamarind pulp, 5 metric

tonnes of tamarind chap-
ati, and 3 metric tonnes of
tamarind seed powder per
day. Spread over an area of
2 acres, the plant is well-
equipped with all the nec-
essary machinery and
modern facilities. The
plant also has a food labo-
ratory. Strict adherence to
all the norms of FSSAI
will be ensured here. The
plant is fully automatic
with a manual mode oper-
ation option as well for
power backup and to en-
sure uninterrupted manu-
facturing.

Industries and District
in-charge Minister Kawasi
Lakhma, MP Deepak Baij,
Handicrafts Development
Board Chairman Chandan
Kashyap, MLA Rajman
Benzam, CCF Mohammad
Shahid, Collector
Chandan Kumar along
with public representa-
tives were present on the
occasion.
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Target to buy 110
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy from farmers
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cient gunny bags to
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from farmers
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collection

Rs 16000 cr tax 
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financial year

Related to bank
account 

Employment Day
organised in gram
Panchayats



Vijayadashami festival celebrated with great pomp

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Oct 08:
Vijayadashami festival
was celebrated on
Wednesday with great
gaiety, traditional and
pomp in the rural areas
including the city of
Rajim.

After Shardiya
Navratri, business was
completely closed on
Wednesday on the day
of Vijayadashami festi-
val and the market and
shops also remained
closed after noon.

According to tradi-
tion, the program was
organized at Dussehra

ground in the religious
city of Rajim.
Sarwarkar Raju Singh
Thakur from Bhagwan
Shree Rajiv Lochan
Temple was decorated
as the role of Ram
Bhagwan Shree
Ramchandra.

Rajeev Lochan
Temple manager
Purushottam Mishra
told that this year since
Corona, a huge and
grand event has been
organized on Dussehra
festival and Panch Dev
along with Shri Ganesh
and Shri Hanuman was
worshiped.

After this, special acts

were performed in
which the artists of five
teams of Pithora,
Mahasamund, Kurud,
and Bagbahra and
Raipur gave their per-
formance till 9:00 pm.

Ravana is not burnt
in Dharmanagari, but
in a symbolic form, a
bow and arrow was re-
leased by the Sarvarkar
of the temple playing
the role of

Ramachandra. After
the end of the program,
Solpattas were distrib-
uted and people wished
each other. Fireworks
continued till late in the
night.

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Oct 08:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel's initiative to eradi-
cate malnutrition has com-
pleted more than 3 years
since Chief Minister
Suposhan Abhiyan started
on 2 October 2019 in
Chhattisgarh.

The campaign has yield-
ed positive results and
work is being done in the
entire area of
Mahasamund district by
making an action plan to
eliminate malnutrition and
anemia from the root.
Officers and employees of
the District Administration
and Women and Child
Development Department
are playing an important
role in this program.

In Mahamasund dis-
trict, and 1795 Anganwadi
center has been approved
under Women and Child

Development,out of which
nutrition gardens have
been developed in more

than 700 anganwadi cen-
ters. Under Suposhan
Abhiyan, vegetables are

also being used by prepar-
ing Suposhan Vatika in
Anganwadi centers of the
district. In the year 2021,
50 nutrition gardens have
been approved from the
District Mineral Trust
fund to be developed in
Gauthan areas adjoining
Anganwadi centers.

The objective of
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan was set to reduce
malnutrition in children
and to reduce anemia in
women and adolescent
girls. Various activities
are being organized to
achieve the target of re-
ducing malnutrition in
the Chief Minister's
Suposhan Abhiyan, apart
from personal cleanliness,
health check-up, anti-
worm medicines were
given by the Anganwadi
workers and health work-
ers by visiting the house
regularly.

38th Corps ITBP organizes bhandara

Central Chronicle News

KKhhaarroorraa,,  OOcctt  0088::  In Manth vil-
lage, Raipur 38th Battalion of
Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force
(ITBF), under the direction of
Shripal Senani, 38th Corps, on
04/10/2022, on the occasion of
Navami a bhandara was organ-
ized, in which  Mudpar, Asonda,
Tulsi and Manth villages located
around the Vahini campus were

also duly invited to participate.
On this occasion, Sanjeev
Ratan, Deputy Fighter/GD, in
his message conveyed his best
wishes to all the villagers and
Himveers and wished everyone
a happy life and was told that
such events would create a
sense of brotherhood and har-
mony in the society. Many vil-
lagers and Jawans of the Force
took part in the program. 

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Oct 08:
Under the guidance of
Collector Doman Singh,
Chhattisgarh Olympics
Meet and sports events are
being organized across the
district. The Collector has
given instructions to the of-
ficers for the systematic op-
eration of these sports pro-
grams.

The enthusiasm and
spirit of the children,
youth and every section of
the district is visible here
and youth teams are partic-
ipating in these games with
tremendous energy. Good
arrangements were made
for sports in the develop-
ment block of the district.

MLA Chhani Sahu today
inaugurated the
Chhattisgarhi Olympics in

village Bharritola B of
Chhuria development
block. At the same time, the
Chairman of the State
Youth Commission,
Jitendra Mudaliar inaugu-
rated it at village Tedesara.

Mayor Hema Deshmukh
inaugurated Chhattisgarh
Olympics today at Thakur
Pyare Lal School Ground.
Collector Shri Doman
Singh rewarded the win-
ners in village Bortalao of
Dongargarh block.

Along with the
Municipal Corporation, the
public representatives in
all the urban bodies and all
the development blocks in-
augurated the program.
Public representatives,
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Dr.
Ashutosh Chaturvedi, SDM
Shri Arun Verma and

other officers were present
in the program. Bada,
Typhari, Khurmi, Gujiya
and a series of
Chhattisgarhi dishes were
distributed during the pro-
gramme.

Under the Chhattisgarh
Olympic Action Plan,
sports competitions are
being held in two cate-
gories. In this, party and

single category have been
determined according to
the sports disciplines.

The party category in-
cludes Chhattisgarhi
sports disciplines such as
Gilli Danda, Pittool,
Sankhali, Langdi Run,
Kabaddi, Kho-Kho,
Rossaksi and Banti
(Kancha). The singles cate-
gory includes Billas, Fugdi,

Gedi Run, Bhanwara, 100m
Run and Long Jump.

The Chhattisgarh
Olympic Games will be or-
ganized at 6 levels - Six lev-
els have been determined
for the Chhattisgarh
Olympic Games. According
to this, firstly at the level of
rural and urban areas, the
games will be organized in
the Rajiv Gandhi Yuva
Mitan Club by knockout
method.

The second level is the
zone which will have a club
consisting of eight Rajiv
Yuva Mitan clubs. At the
third level, sports competi-
tions will be organized at
the development block and
urban cluster level, district,
division and finally at the
state level. Both men and
women are participating in
these competitions.

Havan concludes on Maha Ashtami 
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Oct 08: On the
auspicious occasion of
Sharadiya Navratri,
Havan Pujan continued
till late evening in Goddess
temples and Durga
Pandals on Maha Ashtami
and devotees in large num-
bers offered offerings in
the Havan Kund amidst
chanting.On the occasion
of Maha Ashtami, Havan
Pujan program was held
in Mata Kali Maa,
Ghatoria Rani, Maa
Gayatri Mandir, from the
city to the rural areas as
well and the deities were
adorned in black on the
auspicious occasion.

It is noteworthy that
Sharadiya Navratri has
started on September 26
with the installation of
Ghat in Goddess temples
and the installation of
Durga idols in Durga
Pandals. This year
Navratri festival lasted for
9 days and Panchami festi-
val was celebrated on 30th
September. Vijayadashami
festival will be celebrated
on Wednesday and after
Navaratri, tremendous en-
thusiasm is being seen
among the people to cele-
brate Vijayadashami festi-
val and people of Ravana
Dahan Samiti are engaged
in its preparation which is
in full swing.

Avoid getting trapped 
in digital fraud: DC

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Oct 08: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh has appealed to
the general public to avoid
digital fraud and has also
instructed officials to safe-
guard the general public to
make people aware in this
direction in tribal domi-
nated district Korea.

He has appealed that in
today's digital era, the
whole world has turned
into a global village, this
has made the daily life of
the people easier, and
along with it cases like dig-
ital fraud have also in-
creased.

In the past, incidents
like demand of money
from subordinate officers-
employees from fake
Facebook IDs of IAS offi-

cers have come to the fore,
which is part of digital
fraud, he said.

Giving instruction he
asked the public to be care-
ful when asking for money
in the name of an acquain-
tance on social media like
Facebook or WhatsApp.

He also said that if a
person calls on behalf of

the bank to update PAN or
Aadhar card, ask for ATM
number, ATM PIN, OTP or
passcode associated with
the application, saying
that the ATM is closed,
then be careful.

Beware of such false
calls or messages and pro-
tect yourself from cyber
frauds, the Collector said.

Girl gang-raped twice, four held
Central Chronicle News

Chirmiri, Oct 08: A 15-
year-old girl was allegedly
gangraped twice in two
different districts of
Chhattisgarh, police said
on Friday. A total of six
persons, including a 22-
year-old woman, have
been named as accused in
the two cases and four of
them were arrested on
Friday, said an official.

Cases were registered at
Chirmiri police station in
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur (MCB) district
on Thursday. As per the
complainant, the accused
woman befriended her
four months ago and took
her to a hotel in Bilaspur

where three men raped
her. Later, two other men
raped her at a roadside
eatery in Chirmiri, the girl
told police.

After the girl and her
mother approached police
on Thursday, two cases
were lodged under sec-
tions 363 (kidnapping),
366A (procuration of
minor girl), 376D (gang
rape) of the IPC and provi-
sions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act.

Some media reports
claimed that one of the ac-
cused was a Youth
Congress leader. But the
youth wing of the ruling
Congress denied that he
was its office bearer.
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About the 
incident

As per the com-
plainant, the accused
woman befriended her
four months ago and
took her to a hotel in
Bilaspur where three
men raped her. Later,
two other men raped
her at a roadside eatery
in Chirmiri, the girl
told police. Some media
reports claimed that
one of the accused was
a Youth Congress
leader. But the youth
wing of the ruling
Congress denied that he
was its office bearer.

Traditional games are settled in 
the folk life of Ch’garh: DC

Suposhan Abhiyan gets positive results
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‘BJP destroying lives 
of Delhiites via LG’

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI) 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Saturday hit out at the
BJP and Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena, say-
ing the saffron party is de-
stroying the lives of people
of the national capital
through LG. Kejriwal’s re-
marks came after Saxena
in a letter accused
Kejriwal and his ministers
of running away from
their constitutional duties
and responsibility of gov-
ernance in Delhi.

Saxena has also accused
the chief minister and his
associates of levelling
false allegations and
spreading them through

social media causing “ir-
reparable loss” to the peo-
ple they targeted.

In a cheeky reply to
Saxena’s letter, Kejriwal in
a tweet on Saturday said,
“Another love letter has
come.” He also accused the
LG of destroying the lives
of people in Delhi. “BJP is

hell bent on destroying the
lives of the people of Delhi
through LG. Every day
these people make a fuss
about something or the
other. I assure Delhiites
that as long as this son of
yours is alive, don’t worry.
I won’t let any harm come
to you,” Kejriwal said in
another tweet in Hindi.

Earlier too Kejriwal had
taken a dig at the LG in a
tweet saying he is scolded
by Saxena more than he is
scolded by his wife.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia also react-
ed to the LG’s letter, saying
that it was being done due
to Kejriwal and Aam
Aadmi Party’s growing
popularity in Gujarat.

Man thrusts rod into kin’s mouth

Idukki (Ker), Oct 08 (PTI) 

A 25-year-old tribal
youth was killed by his rel-
ative, who thrust an iron
rod into the victim’s
mouth following a quarrel
with him over a family
property at a village near
here, police said on
Saturday.

What began as an argu-
ment over a property dis-
pute on Friday night, esca-
lated into an altercation
between the victim, identi-
fied as Ramesh and his rel-
ative Suresh, the assailant.

Under the influence of al-
cohol, the accused hit
Ramesh with a rod and in-
serted it into the victim’s
mouth.

Later, the accused fled
the scene, and police per-
sonnel launched a search
for him and when he was
spotted at a nearby forest
area, they arrested him,
police said. The accused
“confessed” to the crime
during interrogation, they
said. The crime occurred
when Ramesh reached the
house of the accused and
“picked up a fight” with
him. “According to the ac-
cused, there had been a
dispute between the duo
over a property.

Uddhav faction to start
‘Mahaprabodhan Yatra’ 

Thane, Oct 08 (PTI) 

The Uddhav Thackeray
faction of the Shiv Sena will
begin its mass outreach pro-
gramme titled
‘Mahaprabodhan Yatra’ on
Sunday from Thane, the
stronghold of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, whose rebellion
brought down the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government
in June. The programme

comprises a series of rallies
across the state to garner
support of the people and
highlight their issues and
also boost the spirit of
workers, Sena leader
Chintamani Kharkhanis
told reporters on Saturday.

Incidentally, the posters
of the yatra, with the slogan
‘Aapla Maharashtra,
Mahaan Maharashtra’ will
have images of both party
founder late Bal Thackeray
and Thane strongman later
Anand Dighe, just like the
publicity material used by
the Shinde camp.

Brain dead ex-BSF jawan donates organs 

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI) 

The family of a 52-year-
old ex-BSF jawan who was
declared brain dead at the
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
here donated his organs,
offering a new lease of life
to three people.

While Rakesh Kumar’s
one kidney was used at the
AIIMS Delhi itself, the
other was sent for a pa-
tient at the Safdarjung
hospital. His heart was
transplanted in a patient
at the Army’s Research
and Referral (RR)
Hospital.

Kumar, a native of
Firozabad, had suffered a
fall while carrying out
some electricity repairs at
his home on October 3. He
was rushed to a local trau-
ma centre which referred
him to the AIIMS, a doctor
said. Kumar was admitted
to AIIMS Trauma Centre
early on October 4 and was
operated upon. He was de-
clared brain dead on
October 6, the doctor
added.

His family was coun-
selled for donating the or-
gans and they agreed.

“His heart was trans-
planted in a patient at the
Army RR Hospital on
Friday. His one kidney
went to a patient at

Safdarjung hospital while
his other kidney was used
at AIIMS. Both his
corneas have been pre-
served for transplant in
the coming weeks,” the
doctor said, adding the
liver was not found to be
suitable for transplanta-
tion. According to the doc-
tor, Kumar’s nephew, who
is a junior resident in the
Emergency Medicine de-
partment at AIIMS
Trauma Centre, played a
crucial role in convincing
the family for organ dona-
tion. “Since April 2022, a
total of 13 donations have
happened at trauma cen-
ter of AIIMS, Delhi (high-
est ever number at AIIMS,
Delhi) since 1994. The en-

tire team at JPN Apex
trauma center is working
together and has made
major changes in brain
death certification and
organ procurement
processes leading to sus-
tained increased numbers
now,” the doctor added.

The organ procurement
services at AIIMS Trauma
Centre is led by Professor
of Neurosurgery, Dr
Deepak Gupta.

Nearly one person dies
in road traffic accident
every three minutes in
India currently (1,50,000
deaths per year) but only
700 organ donations hap-
pen each year. Awareness
about organ donation is
the need of hour, he said.

Rain chokes roads in Delhi

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI) 

A decent pour in the na-
tional capital on Saturday
gave the public a first taste
of the upcoming winter,
but also led to waterlog-
ging at several places in
the city.

Anand Vihar,
Wazirabad, the road
stretch between INA and
AIIMS, Mehrauli-

Badarpur Road,
Tughlakabad, Sangam
Vihar, Kirari, Rohtak
Road, Vikas Marg, near
Zakhira, Najafgarh,
Mahipalpur, and
Rangpuri, were among
several places which wit-
nessed waterlogging, civic
and PWD authorities said.

People conveyed their
pain to authorities by post-
ing pictures of the water-

logged spots on social
media.

“Delhi gets flooded even
with slightest of rain fol-
lowed by long traffic
snarls. The authorities
should come up with a
concrete plan to ensure
there is no waterlogging in
city areas,” said Junaid
Alam, a resident of Kirari
in Outer Delhi.

Prabhakar Kumar, an
urban planning expert at
Rudrabhishek Enterprises
Ltd said that to enable free
flow of rainwater, it is re-
quired to have integrated
drainage system.

“Improper integration
of the drainage system es-
pecially near the flyovers
or the underpasses or in
densely populated areas
makes the situation worse.
Drains mainly along the
roads, flyovers and under-
passes should be corrected
in a way that the slope of
the roads matches the
drains,” he said.

‘NE, Assam marched ahead
in 8 years of BJP rule’

Guwahati, Oct 08 (PTI) 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday as-
serted that Assam and the
Northeastern region
marched ahead on the path
of peace and development
during the eight years of
BJP rule under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Seventy years of
Congress rule since
Independence had pushed
the Northeast region to vio-
lence and anarchy while
during the last eight years,
Modi’s leadership helped
the region join with the
mainstream, Shah claimed
after inaugurating the
party’s newly constructed
state office in the Assam
capital.

‘’During the Congress
regime, there was no peace,
development, or growth and
even the culture of the re-

gion suffered. But, between
2014 and 2022, it is our good
fortune that the Prime
Minister has taken the re-
gion to greater heights of
development. Modiji is like
a great banyan tree under
whose shade, the region is

on its path of fulfilling the
development goals set by
him’’, he said.

The Union minister
claimed that as a student ac-
tivist he had come to the
state several times during
the Assam agitation against
illegal infiltrators, and ‘’on
many occasions was severe-
ly beaten up under the di-
rectives of the then
Congress chief minister
Hiteswar Saikia’.

The BJP government has
established peace in Assam
with 9,000 people laying
down arms, he said.

The prime minister has
trebled the budget for the
NE region, which has ush-
ered in infrastructural de-
velopment in all sectors, the
senior BJP leader said.

The number of militants
in the state was as high as
8,700 during 2006-14 while

violence claimed the lives

of 500 security personnel in
the same period, Shah said.

However, the number of
militants came down to 250
and 127 security personnel
lost their lives due to vio-
lence between 2014 and 2022.

‘’Rahul baba (referring to
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi) just talks about
completely removing the
Armed Forces Special
Powers Act (AFSPA) which
is mere rhetoric but the BJP
government has created an
atmosphere in the region
leading to the revocation of
the Act from 60 per cent of
the region where it was ear-
lier applicable’’, he said.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma is working
under the guidance of the
Prime Minister to establish
permanent peace and ‘’the
day is not far when the Act
will be removed from the
entire region’’, Shah said.

DIWALI SALE

Vendors selling earthen lamps wait for customers ahead of the ‘Karva Chauth’ and

‘Diwali’ festival, in Jammu, Saturday.

BRIEF

Watery grave
 Saharanpur: A man

drowned in a pond
while fishing here, po-
lice said on Saturday.
Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Suraj
Rai said, “One
Kanwar Pal of
Gadewra village
under Fatehpur police
station area had gone
to a nearby pond for
fishing on Friday. He
fell into the pond and
drowned.”

Bus fire
 Nashik: A state-run

transport bus caught
fire in Vani in
Maharashtra’s
Nashik district on
Saturday afternoon,
though no one was in-
jured in the incident
as all 33 passengers
alighted safely, an offi-
cial said. The blaze
took place near the
toll plaza in
Saptashring Garh and
the likely cause seems
to be a short-circuit,
the official added.

Arrested 
 Chandigarh: A gang-

ster was arrested after
he tried to escape by
hiding in the fields fol-
lowing an encounter
with police in a village
in the Batala area, offi-
cials said on Saturday.
Senior
Superintendent of
Police, Batala,
Satinder Singh said he
opened several rounds
of fire at the police
party and was injured
when cops returned
fire. Gangster
Ranjodh Singh has
been arrested near
Gurdaspur. Two pis-
tols have been seized
from him, he said.

Suicide
 Banda: A man al-

legedly ended his life
after hanging himself
from a tree near
Risaura village under
Naraini police station
area here, police said.
Nitin Kumar, Circle
Officer (CO) of
Naraini area said on
Saturday morning, in-
formation was re-
ceived that a man had
committed suicide by
hanging himself by a
roadside tree near
Risoura petrol pump
on Banda Road.

CM Nitish Kumar pays
tributes to Loknayak
Jaiprakash Narayan on
his death anniversary, in
Patna, Saturday. 

Hyderabad, Oct 08: 

Navratna PSE NMDC
in association with
Santhigiri, the renowned
spiritual center, celebrat-
ed the benefits of India’s
age-old tradition of
Ayurveda at its Head
Office in Hyderabad on
Friday.

Participating in the
Government’s ‘Har Din,
Har Ghar Ayurveda’ ini-
tiative from October 3-9,
2022, NMDC invited
Swami Pranavashudhan
Jnana Thapaswi from
Santhigiri to address
NMDC employees. The in-
teractive session was fol-
lowed by a health camp

for senior citizens.
The Ministry of Ayush

has declared the period
from 2022 to 2047 as
Ayurveda ka Amritkaal.
NMDC has always put em-
ployee well-being at the
Centre of its operations,
reflected in our patronage
of Fit India, Hyderabad
Marathon, Yoga and in

Friday’s ‘Ayurveda for
Senior Citizens’.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Swami ji said, “The
recent health crisis has
highlighted the impor-
tance of a balanced
lifestyle and diet for a
healthy and productive
life. This wisdom is at the
core of the Indian System
of Medicine practiced
through generations and
increasingly recognised
for its deep knowledge of
nature and the human
body - consisting in
Ayurveda of five ele-
ments. If Health is
Wealth, Ayurveda is a
treasure and it is our re-
sponsibility to tell this to
the world.”

NMDC celebrates ‘Ayurveda
for Senior Citizens’ 

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah addresses a public
meeting at Khanapara
ground in Guwahati,
Saturday.

Vehicles wade through the waterlogged Delhi-Gurugram
Expressway service road after heavy rains, in Gurugram,
Saturday. 

 Saves 3 lives

From Shinde
stronghold Thane

 Killed over property
dispute

Arvind Kejriwal



SOMALIA FAMINE

Huts made of branches and cloth provide shelter to Somalis displaced by drought on the outskirts outskirts of
Dollow, Somalia. Somalia is in the midst of the worst drought anyone there can remember. A rare famine declara-
tion could be made within weeks. Climate change and fallout from the war in Ukraine are in part to blame.
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Tokyo, Oct 08 (AP):

A United Nations
human rights expert
urged Japan’s govern-
ment on Friday to provide
evacuees from the
Fukushima nuclear plant
disaster with more sup-
port, including housing,
jobs and other needs, re-
gardless of whether they
fled forcibly or not.

Wrapping up an inves-
tigation of the evacuees’

human rights conditions,
Cecilia Jimenez-Damary
said Japan has adequate
laws to protect internally
displaced people. They in-
clude a nuclear disaster
compensation law that re-
quires the plant operator,
Tokyo Electric Power

Company Holdings, to
cover damages, and other
government-led revital-
ization and reconstruc-
tion programs. But she
said they have not been ef-
fectively used to address
the vulnerability of the
evacuees.

UN expert says Japan should do more for Fukushima evacuees

United Nations, Oct 08 (PTI):

A key meeting of the UN
Security Council Counter-
Terrorism Committee in
Mumbai later this month
will be a “tribute and state-
ment” to the horrific 26/11
terror attacks and members
of the powerful UN organ
will place a wreath in memo-
ry of the victims of the at-
tack, Committee Chair
Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj has said.

India is currently the
Chair of the UN Security
Council Counter-Terrorism
Committee for the year 2022
and will host diplomats of
the 15-nation UN body along
with other member states for
a special meeting in Mumbai
and New Delhi on October
28-29 to focus on new and
emerging technologies.

India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Kamboj, in her capacity as
Chair of the Security
Council Counter-Terrorism
Committee, told reporters at
a press briefing on Friday
that the “very fact that the
Special Committee is also
meeting in Mumbai, that in
itself will be a tribute and a
statement to the horrific in-
cident that happened in
Mumbai,” referring to the

2008 Mumbai terror attacks
carried out by Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba that
killed more than 160 people.

She said Committee mem-
bers will also place a memo-
rial wreath at the “very spot
where this incident hap-
pened in tribute and in me-
morial.”

India’s two-year tenure
as an elected non-perma-
nent member of the 15-na-
tion UN Security Council
will end in December this
year. India will also preside
as President of the power-
ful UN organ in December.

Current members of the
Security Council are
Albania, Brazil, Gabon,
Ghana, India, Ireland,
Kenya, Mexico, Norway
and UAE, along with five
permanent members
China, France, Russia, the
UK and the US. When
asked at the press briefing
about participation from
other UN member states in
the special meeting,
Kamboj said “there’s a very
sizable number.”

“It’s going to be a very
healthy corpus because...
terrorism is no longer an
issue faced by any particu-
lar country. It is a transna-
tional issue,” she said,
adding that it needs joint ef-
forts and “that is precisely
why I think this special
meeting is evincing a huge
amount of interest.”

Kamboj was joined by
the Director and Chief of
Technical Expertise and

Research Branch of the
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee Executive
Directorate (CTED) David
Scharia and Legal Officer
and the CTED Coordinator
for Information and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Technologies (ICT) Jennifer
Bramlette at the briefing.

Key UNSC counter-terrorism
committee meeting in Mumbai

Seoul, Oct 08 (AP):

North Korea warned
Saturday the U.S. rede-
ployment of an aircraft
carrier near the Korean
Peninsula is causing a
“considerably huge nega-
tive splash” in regional se-
curity, as it defended its
recent missile tests as a
“righteous reaction” to in-
timidating military drills
between its rivals.

The North Korean
Defence Ministry state-
ment came a day after the
nuclear-powered aircraft
carrier USS Ronald
Reagan began a new
round of naval drills with
South Korean warships
off the peninsula’s east
coast. The Reagan and its
battle group returned to
the area after North
Korea fired a powerful
missile over Japan earlier
this week to protest the
carrier group’s previous
training with South
Korea.

The Reagan’s redeploy-
ment is “an event of con-
siderably huge negative
splash to the regional situ-
ation,” an unidentified
spokesman at the North
Korean Defence Ministry
said in remarks carried
by state media. “The
armed forces of (North
Korea) is seriously ap-
proaching the extremely
worrisome development
of the present situation.”

He also called the
Reagan’s return “a sort of
military bluffing” to issue
a warning over North
Korea’s “righteous reac-
tion” to “the extremely
provocative and threaten-
ing joint military drills of
the U.S. and South Korea.”

North Korea regards
U.S.-South Korean mili-
tary exercises as an inva-
sion rehearsal and is espe-
cially sensitive if such
drills involve U.S. strate-
gic assets like an aircraft
carrier. North Korea has
argued it was forced to

pursue a nuclear weapons
program to cope with U.S.
nuclear threats. U.S. and
South Korean officials
have repeatedly said they
have no intentions of at-
tacking the North.

In the past two weeks,
North Korea has fired 10
ballistic missiles into the
sea in five launch events,
adding to its record-break-
ing pace of weapons tests
this year. The recent
weapons tests include a
nuclear-capable missile
that flew over Japan for
the first time in five years
and demonstrated a range
to strike the U.S. Pacific
territory of Guam and be-
yond.

Earlier this year, North
Korea tested other nu-
clear-capable ballistic
missiles that place the
U.S. mainland and its al-
lies South Korea and
Japan within striking dis-
tance. North Korea’s test-
ing spree indicates its
leader, Kim Jong Un, has

no intention of resuming
diplomacy with the U.S.
and wants to focus on ex-
panding his weapons ar-
senal. But some experts
say Kim would eventually
aim to use his advanced
nuclear program to wrest
greater outside conces-
sions, such as the recogni-
tion of North Korea as a
legitimate nuclear state,
which Kim thinks is es-
sential in getting crip-
pling U.N. sanctions on
his country lifted.

The Reagan carrier
group’s latest training
with the South Korean
navy is to end on
Saturday.

South Korean officials
recently said North Korea
was also prepared to test a
new liquid-fueled inter-
continental ballistic mis-
sile and a submarine-
launched ballistic missile
while maintaining readi-
ness to perform its first
underground nuclear test
since 2017.

North Korea says US carrier’s return aggravates tensions

Islamabad, Oct 08 (PTI):

Pakistan Army chief
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa on Saturday asked
the country’s future mili-
tary officers to “respect”
the democratic institu-
tions and not to get “dis-
tracted’ by fake news and
political wrangling.

Addressing a passing
out parade at the presti-
gious Pakistan Military
Academy (PMA), he told
the cadets that they
should “respect the demo-
cratic institutions and be
ready to defend the terri-
torial integrity, sovereign-
ty and constitution of
Pakistan with your life.”

In what could possibly
be his last address at the
prestigious Academy in
Kakul as he is set to retire
by the end of November,
the 61-year-old Chief of

Army Staff (COAS) ad-
vised the cadets that as
good soldiers they must
always remain focused on
their jobs and don’t get
distracted by “fake news
and political wrangling”
in the country.

The powerful army,
which has ruled the coup-
prone country for more
than half of its 75-plus
years of existence, has
hitherto wielded consid-
erable power in the mat-
ters of security and for-
eign policy.

“My dear cadets, you
are entering the service
when the challenges fac-
ing the country are com-
plex and multifaceted
hence your responsibili-
ties are far greater and
more demanding than
that of your predeces-
sors,” he said.

The Army chief, who

had expressed his support
for democracy on many
occasions, asked the pass-
ing out cadets that they
should respect the elected
institutions of the coun-
try. “Always remain pre-
pared and alert to respond
and defeat all intrigues
and conspiracies hatched
against our country with
an iron fist,” he said.

Bajwa also emphatical-
ly stated that the armed
forces with the support of
the citizens would never
allow any country, group
or force to politically or
economically destabilise
Pakistan.

Bajwa’s remarks came
in the wake of former pre-
mier Imran Khan making
anti-military statements.

Bajwa has held the top
post of the Pakistan
Army for six years. He
was initially appointed in

2016, but after three years
of tenure, the then gov-
ernment of Imran Khan
in 2019 extended his serv-
ice for another three
years. The appointment of
the Army chief is the sole
prerogative of the prime
minister. The upcoming
appointment of a new
Army chief is in the head-
lines for all the wrong rea-
sons. When Khan was in
power, the Opposition ac-
cused him of trying to
bring an Army chief of
his choice, who could sup-
port his alleged agenda of
victimising opposition
leaders.

Since he lost power, the
equation has changed and
now Khan is saying that
the coalition government
wants to install an Army
head of its choice to pro-
tect looted wealth and
steal general elections.

Pak Army chief Gen Bajwa calls for
‘respect’ for democratic institutions

Kyiv, Oct 08 (AP):

Russia concentrated at-
tacks Friday in its increas-
ingly troubled invasion of
Ukraine on areas it illegal-
ly annexed as the death
toll from earlier missile
strikes on apartment
buildings in the southern
city of Zaporizhzhia rose
to 12.

In a rebuke to Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and his conduct of
Europe’s worst armed con-
flict since World War II,

the Norwegian Nobel
Committee awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize to
human rights organisa-
tions in his country and
Ukraine, and to an activist
jailed in Russia’s ally
Belarus.

Berit Reiss-Andersen,
the committee’s chair, said
the honour went to “three
outstanding champions of
human rights, democracy
and peaceful coexistence.”

Putin this week illegally
claimed four regions of
Ukraine as Russian terri-

tory, including the
Zaporizhzhia region that
is home to Europe’s
largest nuclear power
plant, whose reactors
were shut down last
month.

Fighting near the
R u s s i a n - o c c u p i e d
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant has alarmed
the U.N.’s atomic energy
watchdog, which on
Friday doubled to four the
number of its inspectors
monitoring plant safe-
guards. An accident there
could release 10 times
more potentially lethal ra-
diation than the world’s
worst nuclear disaster at
Chernobyl in Ukraine 36
years ago, Ukrainian
Environmental Protection
Minister Ruslan Strilets
said Friday.

“The situation with the
occupation, shelling, and
mining of the Chernobyl
and Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plants by Russian
troops is causing conse-
quences that will have a
global character,” Strilets
told The Associated Press.

The city of
Zaporizhzhia is located 53
kilometers (33 miles) away

from the nuclear plant as
a crow flies and remains
under Ukrainian control.
To cement Russia’s claim
to the region, Russian
forces bombarded the city
with S-300 missiles on
Thursday, with more at-
tacks reported Friday.

Ukrainian authorities
said the death toll from
the strikes on apartment
buildings rose to 12 on
Friday, while another 12
people wounded in the
bombardment remained
hospitalised.

Missiles also struck the
city overnight, wounding
one person, Zaporizhzhia
Gov. Oleksandr Starukh
said. Russia also used
Iranian-made Shahed-136
drones there for the first
time and damaged two in-
frastructure facilities, he
said.

With its army losing
ground to a Ukrainian
counteroffensive in the
south and east, Russia has
deployed unmanned, dis-
posable Iranian-made
drones that are cheaper
and less sophisticated
than missiles but still can
damage targets on the
ground.

Russia strikes annexed area;
More bodies found in Kharkiv

Smoke rises following a Russian shelling in Kharkiv,
Ukraine, early Saturday, Oct. 8. A series of explosions have
rocked the eastern Ukraine city of Kharkiv, sending tower-
ing plumes of illuminated smoke in the sky and triggering
a series of secondary explosions.

A ‘tribute and state-
ment’ to horrific
26/11 attacks: Amb
Kamboj

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

I n India, acid has often been used as a weapon against women who
have turned down advances by men. It has been estimated that

around a thousand of women suffer acid attack per year in India. Acid at-
tacks are seen as one of the most vicious crimes as it causes perpetual suf-
fering to the victim. The daily reporting of incidents of Acid attacks on
women clearly shows that the male perpetrators disfigure women as a
form of revenge. They get hold of the corrosive chemical without difficulty,
and have little fear of the law. The victims die a hundred deaths. Such acid
attacks have brought the focus back on the need for effective monitoring
and regulation. With acids being available in the market, for purposes
ranging from painting, use in car batteries, in de-weeding and as floor-
cleaning substances, they easily fall in the hands of those who want to
wreak vengeance. The male perpetrators disfigure women as a form of re-
venge.Here the criminal is successful in hiding his identity by covering his
face during the crime. This is the reason why there has been tremendous
increase in this heinous crime in recent times. Perhaps the most dangerous
thing about acid attacks is the fear that they create. With just a few rupees,
anyone can buy a weapon that can ruin another person's life in just a few
seconds. Part of the reason is that acid is cheap and widely available. Many
Indians use concentrated acid to sterilize their kitchens and bathrooms, as
Americans would use bleach. A concrete sign of progress in law-making
has been the recent ordinance on violence against women, which, among
other provisions, included two new sections in the Indian Penal Code
(Sections 326A, which prescribes a minimum of 10 years and a maximum
of life imprisonment for deadly acid attacks that leave the victims griev-
ously injured and causing severe permanent or partial damage and disabili-
ty, and Section 326B that makes plans and attempts to fling acid on anoth-
er punishable with a jail term of between five and seven years with fine).
Besides, Section 326A also envisages a fine that can go up to Rs. 10 lakh
and the amount should go to the victim. In many cases, the victims were
poor and did not have the means to take up their cases in court. Just the
regulation of acid sales is, however, not enough. While there are scores of
factories manufacturing acid without a licence, illegal sales of the deadly
liquid are quite commonplace too. The Centre has said that acid will be
treated as poison. The buyers of acid will now have to produce identity
proof, residential proof along with contact number and the purpose of pur-
chase. The Centre also said that acid sold through retailers will be not
strong enough to corrode human body. Moreover, the perpetrators of acid
attacks, among the most heinous of crimes, deserve the severest punish-
ment. It is necessary to impart and inculcate moral values and streamline
the police and prosecuting agencies. Leaders cutting across party affilia-
tions should show the requisite political will, courage and conviction to deal
ruthlessly with crimes against women. Instead of preaching always now it is
time to awake and do something for ourselves and for society otherwise
such incident will be continued and we all here to repent after that. Only ho-
listic education system and moral upliftment can bring the change in the so-
ciety for this burning gender-sensitive issues.  Moreover, the attacks leave
the victims in a state of shock and in hospital for months, which helps the
accused to either escape or manipulate the law, he says. Experts say that
the biggest challenge for an acid attack victim is meeting the medical ex-
penses, as they need multiple surgeries, and rehabilitation could take years
or even decades. Such attacks in particular constitute is an act of animal-
ism, brutality and cruelty and degradation of human society which deserves
maximum punishment beyond forgiveness, but when the victim or the vic-
tim's family stand before the law the punishment meted out to the accused
is often inconsistent with the gravity of the offence committed. Though the
number of acid attacks have risen in recent times, the women can’t sit at
home due to fear of such attacks. She needs to be cautious and aware.
Compensation should be given to the victim as soon as possible so that she
could proceed with her treatment properly. Media can also play an active
role in curbing acid attacks by highlighting every bit of the story where a
woman has been a victim of an acid attack. There is an immense need to
come out with legal measures and medical reforms by our government to
help these victims. Men who commit these crimes are usually spurned suit-
ors who want to avenge their rejection. The men should be punished so
badly that no one will ever think of attempting to ruin a girl's life. Don’t we
think that there are many strict laws against acid attacks in India but its un-
fortunate of our country  that most of them remain only in paper ?
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Will tarnish image
It is shocking that 66 chil-

dren have died in the Gambia
following the intake of syrup
manufactured by a Haryana-
based pharmaceutical compa-
ny. The cough syrup contained
‘unacceptable’ levels of dieth-
ylene glycol and ethylene gly-
col which can cause severe
damage to kidneys. India is
one of the leading exporters of
medicines. PM Modi recently
stressed that Indian drugs had
earned the world’s trust and
that India could be called the
‘pharmacy to the world’.
However, such negative re-
ports on the quality and safety
of our medicines will be a
massive blow to the country’s
image as a source of cheap
generic drugs to the world.

Balbir Singh Kakkar,
by mail

Protect jobs
Industrial units facing clo-

sure might render a huge
number of people jobless.
India has two most polluted
cities — New Delhi and
Kolkata — on the list of top 10
most-polluted cities in the
world. The Centre and state
governments should provide
subsidies, rebate in GST and
other taxes, provide moratori-
um in the recovery of loans
and should extend the dead-
line. The government should
allot land to shift the units.
Long-term planning under
some authority is crucial.
This NCR model may be fol-
lowed by other industrial
cities in future. It is a welcome
and necessary step to min-
imise pollution through fossil
and traditional fuels, but jobs
should be saved by allocating
sufficient funds and relax-
ations to the units, previously
affected by the Covid lock-
down.

Dilwar Ali Meerak,
by mail

The era of 5G 
networking 

As soon as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched the
5G network in our country at
the 6th edition of India Mobile
Congress, an era of high-
speed mobile network systems
begins in our country. And the
dream of millions of people
comes true. We dream of a
progressive nation where
most of our work should be
performed through artificial
intelligence. It could be possi-
ble only when we can avail of
the benefit of high-speed in-
ternet facilities in every cor-
ner of the country. It's happy
to note that 5G services will
begin in the country by the
end of this year or the begin-
ning of next year. If so, then
the scenario of global technol-
ogy will completely change
with the introduction of artifi-
cial intelligence and the
Internet of things. It will
bring a revolution or remark-
able or dramatic change in all
sectors, like industry, medical
or health, education, agricul-
ture, banking, transportation
or communication, defence,
etc. Everywhere artificial in-
telligence is being largely or
widely used.

Indrajit Sarma, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  09,  2022

Air Force personnel, wearing a new pattern of combat uniform, perform a march-past during 90th anniversary celebrations 
of Indian Air Force (IAF), at the Air Force Station in Chandigarh, Saturday, Oct. 8.

90TH AIR FORCE DAY

S hashi Tharoor  is a brave man. He doesn’t mind being lynched by his
own party men. The 9500 delegates eligible to vote will overwhelm-

ingly vote Mallikarjun Kharge, whose honour it is to be the Gandhi family’s
undeclared candidate. Tharoor goes into the fight with this special handi-
cap. Kharge Vs. Tharoor and Tharoor has no chance worth quoting.
Kharge’s proposers include an array of the “rebel” G-23 Congress leaders.
Also, Saturday October 1, Kharge submitted his resignation from the LOP,
Rajya Sabha, post to Sonia Gandhi. If that doesn’t ensure that the grand old
party remains stuck in its self-inflicted rut, what will? The yearly attrition
of Congress presidents was laid to rest by the Nehru-Gandhi family years
ago with no regrets. The highest tenure record is in the name of Sonia
Gandhi--20+2 years. Ironically, this was the constant Rahul Gandhi wanted
broken. “No more Gandhi for Congress president” was a Rahul Gandhi tem-
plate. The assumption was that without a Gandhi at the helm, the Congress
will turn a new leaf with a non-Gandhi at the helm. The “bada payd” -men-
tioned by Rajiv Gandhi after Indira Gandhi’s assassination – will rejuvenate
from the grassroots. That, however, was not the only change envisaged. A
fixed tenure for the Congress President would also be a game-changer. The
fact that some Congressmen started talking of a Gandhi family president in
the past tense was seen as proof of a fresh wind blowing. Candidate Shashi
Tharoor told a newspaper September 30 that the Gandhi family would con-
tinue to be regarded as “very significant leading lights” even after a non-
Gandhi is elected Congress President. Candidate Tharoor also spoke of the
“ghar wapasi” of millions of traditionally Congress voters who had fallen to
the Hindutva trap. All that said, there are actually two Congress now, one
ensconced in Delhi’s 10 Janpath, and the other marching towards Kashmir
on the legs and shoulders of Rahul Gandhi. Which of the “two Congress will
survive five months when the Bharat Jodo Yatra winds up in Kashmir” is the
question? Shashi Tharoor on his part has not left a shred of doubt that if
elected he will be an “independent-minded” Congress president. The octo-
genarian Kharge is regarded as a “continuity with least change” candidate.
He will roll whichever way the Gandhi family rolls the dice. Mallikarjun
Kharge is respected by everybody in the Congress. At 80, his seniority is ac-
knowledged and established. He is also a Dalit, a paler version of the long
departed Jagjivan Ram. Whether Kharge will be able to sway the Dalit vote
in the Congress party’s favour is fantasy mixed in the whimsical. Kharge’s
role in the Congress is fixed in the minds of the Gandhi family. Tharoor
might as well withdraw and be happy in the new Lok Sabha. This election is
a farce clothed in masquerade. Everybody including the mainstream media
is acting out the charade. To them, Kharge has already been “elected” and
anointed. Tharoor is the “change” candidate when the Congress “high
command” wants “continuity with change”, whatever that means. “Can
Mallikarjun Karge ensure that?” The continuity, definitely, but not the tout-
ed “change”. Mallikarjun Kharge is a fossil incapable of change, or herald-
ing change. For the most part, a fossil will only fill in space and till as long
as there is a Gandhi in the mix, Kharge will remain the fossil that will keep
the Congress president’s seat warm. Five months to the day after Kharge is
elected Congress president, and by the time the Bharat Jodo Yatra has
found its destination, Kharge’s real place in the Congress hierarchy will be
made known. The Gandhi family wouldn’t mind giving the post of the Prime
Minister to a non-Gandhi, like it did when Manmohan Singh was made
Prime Minister, but for the last 40-50 years, the Congress President’s post
has been for a Gandhi because the Congress party is a Nehru-Gandhi prop-
erty, for keeps! Shashi Tharoor will have to live with that fait accompli.

Tharoor Vs. Kharge

Why  Acid Attacks 
are rise in India?

I n the globalised world that
stands shrunk thanks to an

unprecedented speed of informa-
tion travel, many terms and clich-
es originating in one corner of the
globe become part of the every-
day discourse in a matter of few
days, if not hours. Two such terms,
Global South and Climate
Injustice, though not new, have
suddenly caught the attention of
observers, commentators and
scholars. Let us try and under-
stand what these terms mean and
how these impact a large chunk of
the world’s populace.

GGLLOOBBAALL  SSOOUUTTHH

In “Global South” (2017; Oxford
Bibliographies in Literary and
Critical Theory), Anne Garland
Mahler puts forth a very elaborate
definition of the Global South. As
per her, the Global South as a criti-
cal concept has three primary defi-
nitions. First, it has traditionally
been used within intergovernmen-
tal development organisations–pri-
marily those that originated in the
Non-Aligned Movement-–to refer to
economically disadvantaged na-
tion-states and as a post-cold war
alternative to the Third World.

In this second definition, the
Global South captures a deterritori-
alised geography of capitalism’s
externalities and means to account
for subjugated peoples within the
borders of wealthier countries,
such that there are economic
Souths in the geographic North and
Norths in the geographic South.
Through this deterritorial concep-
tualisation, a third meaning is at-
tributed to the Global South, which
refers to the resistant imaginary of
a transnational political subject re-
sulting from a shared experience of
subjugation under contemporary

global capitalism.
In a nutshell, the term, Global

South, is employed in a transna-
tional sense to address spaces and
peoples negatively impacted by
contemporary capitalist globalisa-
tion. The moniker global is used to
derange the South from the geog-
raphy. No wonder then that India is
the leading voice on the issue.
Repeated usage of this term by our
Prime Minister, External Affairs
Minister, Envoys to the United
Nations etc, on global platforms, in-
dicates that the time has come to
call a spade a spade. Many injus-
tices that one tends to relate to the
dark era of colonisation continue to
exist in different forms even today.
This particular term is the manifes-
tation of the frustration running
through the minds of those de-
prived and exploited by the rich
and privileged. This is a collective
feeling as a nation or a group of na-
tions and transcends national and
international geographies.

CCLLIIMMAATTEE  JJUUSSTTIICCEE

As per the United Nations, the
impacts of climate change will not
be borne equally or fairly between
rich and poor. Climate Justice,
thus, is a concept that recognises
that the effects of climate change
are not felt equally. Before we
dwell further, it may be worthwhile
to take a look at another related
term Environmental Justice. The
United States Environmental
Protection Agency describes envi-
ronmental justice as the fair treat-
ment and meaningful involvement
of all people, regardless of race,
colour, national origin, or income,
with respect to the development,
implementation, and enforcement
of environmental laws, regulations,
and policies.

In essence, therefore, environ-
mental justice and climate justice
are two sides of the same coin.
While climate justice aims for pari-
ty about the impacts of climate
change, environmental justice
works towards fairness in how
communities and lawmakers re-
spond to climate change. Despite
these concepts, the sad fact re-
mains that while the rich and devel-
oped countries are responsible for
the bulk of greenhouse gas emis-

sions, the worst sufferers of the im-
pact happen to be poor, undevel-
oped countries that form part of
the Global South. A short search on
the internet will reveal how the
biggest culprit, China, points at ‘per
capita emission figures, thus, (mis-
)using its population numbers to
stand behind other countries like
Saudi Arabia when it comes to the
list of the leading perpetrators.

During the recently concluded
UN annual session, Pakistan, which
is reeling under unprecedented
floods, was very vocal about
Climate Justice/Injustice. Similar is
the story across the Global South,
where many nations with no audi-
ence to speak to continue to suffer
in silence. It is another issue,
though, that such countries suffer
more than the others because of
their inability to take meaningful
action in time. A case in point is
Pakistan. While the floods have
been heavier than ever before, the
fact remains that Pakistan, marred
by corruption and misrule, has
never tried to construct dams and
such infrastructure that could have
helped mitigate the ongoing crisis.

EEMMEERRGGIINNGG  NNEEWW  WWOORRLLDD  OORRDDEERR

Traditionally, world order refers
to a chosen array of power and au-
thority associated with realising
such values as peace, economic
growth, equity and sustainability.
Cambridge Dictionary defines the
New World Order as a political situ-
ation in which the countries of the
world are no longer divided because
of their support for either of the su-
perpowers and instead work togeth-
er to solve global problems.

Therefore, in layman’s language,
the emergence of a new world order
refers to the phenomenon of power
equations undergoing change
across the globe because of various
factors. Since the collapse of the
Soviet Union, we have lived in a
unipolar world. Call it mismanage-
ment of international affairs or a
wilful effort to keep the pot boiling,
the USA didn’t accept Russia’s offer
to ensure lasting world peace by
aligning Russian interests with
those of the USA in particular and
NATO in general. Instead, the USA
chose to pamper China. And then,
one fine September morning, the

twin towers were hit, and the world
was never the same again. As the
USA put its energy and dollars fight-
ing in far lands, China quietly kept
on rising, and before the USA could
get a grip, it was sucked into a trade
war with China. Ukraine war, irre-
spective of its origin, is rightfully
seen as an effort of the West to tar-
get China through Russia. Economic
sanctions were imposed, and while
the results have been contrary to
what was expected, the buildings
continue to fall in Ukraine even
today.

Traditionally, a nation’s power is
dictated by its economy and mili-
tary might. The US, under the pres-
ent leadership, is seen by many as a
state past its peak. China is seeing a
huge fall in its fortunes thanks to its
real estate crash, an ill-conceived
debt policy and the crisis in the
banking sector. Russia, in all its
probability, is likely to emerge as a
much-weakened power after the
ongoing conflict. Europe, on the
whole, is staring at a recession as
the energy crisis looms. The down-
turn is also threatening the US
mainland. Despite many doomsday
predictions and some unethical
journalistic coverage, India has
come out of Covid as the global
pharmacy. Unlike any other major
world economy, we continue to
grow at a healthy pace.

It is unwise to write off any power
so soon, and yet the fact remains
that international affairs are under-
going a churning that has not been
witnessed since the end of WW 2.
Whether India continues to rise or
other powers keep going south is
hazardous to guess. But the fact re-
mains that in another decade, we
may see a power structure centred
around a power from Global South-a
power that speaks for the deprived
and fights for the climatic justice.
Such alignments may not be dictat-
ed solely by economic or military di-
mensions but by compassion and a
deep civilisational tradition that
sees the whole world as one big
family. Will India fit the bill? We will
only know in the years to follow.

((TThhee  aauutthhoorr  iiss  aa  mmiilliittaarryy  hhiissttoorriiaann
aanndd  aa  FFoouunnddeerr  TTrruusstteeee  ooff  tthhee

MMiilliittaarryy  HHiissttoorryy  RReesseeaarrcchh
FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  IInnddiiaa))

An emerging new world order

Sukanya Sharma

D omestic violence against
women has been consid-

ered a severe public health prob-
lem. Domestic violence seems virtu-
ally unreported to police, except for
some of its worst manifestations.
This makes domestic violence the
most critical category of violence
against women, for which system-
atic data is lacking. Survey findings
suggest that approximately 40 per
cent of women in India who have
been married have been subjected
to spousal violence. Since the out-
break of COVID-19, emerging data
and reports from those on the front
lines have shown that all types of vi-
olence against women and girls,
particularly domestic violence, have
intensified. 

Comparing the state-level per-
centages of NCRB data with the
NFHS-5's percentages of married
women aged 18-49 years who have
experienced spousal violence will
help us determine the extent of
under-reporting domestic violence

incidents. It is important to note
that the NFHS responses might
also be subject to biases if the sur-
vey is conducted in the presence of
other household members or if the
respondent is unsure of the conse-
quences of her response. Despite
this, due to the absence of inhibit-
ing factors associated with the ac-
tual filing of the complaint, under-
reporting is likely to be lower in
NFHS than in statistics from the NC
B. The NFHS-5 also echoes the
stark reality of domestic violence
in India (see figure 1): 44% of
women respondents in Karnataka
have experienced spousal violence,
followed by Bihar (40%), Manipur
(39.6), Telangana (36.9), Assam
(32%), and Andhra Pradesh (30%).
Lakshadweep (1.3%), Nagaland
(6.4%), Goa (8.3%), and Himachal
Pradesh (8.3%) have the lowest vi-
olence among all the states sur-
veyed. Comparing these estimates
with the proportion of women who
have filed complaints under
Section 498A of the IPC, we note
that there is systematic under-re-

porting of domestic violence inci-
dents in 14 of the 20 or 70% of the
states. Reporting under Section
498A is as low as 0 in Lakshadweep
and Nagaland, whereas NFHS-5
statistics suggest otherwise. The
most considerable under-reporting
seems to be occurring in Bihar,
Karnataka, and Manipur, where the
prevalence of domestic violence is
around 40% or higher, while re-
porting is less than 8%. Assam,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Telangana
Tripura, and West Bengal have
higher percentages of case filings
than self-reported incidences of
domestic violence.

Though National Crime Records
Bureau has put domestic violence
at the top of the list of violence
against women, the survey found
that in the first place, there is hesi-
tation about registering an FIR and,
when written, protection officers.
Magistrates and advocates are not
prompt in their responses. The
legal and government agencies
often dismiss such cases as domes-
tic/private affairs and take no cog-

nizance. Conducted in the year
2021, the survey documents best
practices, gaps, challenges, and
failures in implementing the special
law between 2015 and 2019. The re-
port has found that domestic vio-
lence cases in the country are
gravely underreported as most girls
and women hesitate to file a law-
suit against their paternal families
due to a lack of social and legal
support in terms of shelter and
economy. 

"Jharkhand's dowry-related mur-
der incidents are 1.5 times more
than the national average of 1.1.
Cruelty against women by hus-
bands and marital families also
alarmingly increased in the years
2018 and 2019 before dropping in
2020, which is highly possible due
to underreporting in the pandemic
and lockdown," The reasons so
many cases go unreported are per-
sonal (embarrassment, fear of re-
taliation, economic dependency)
and societal (imbalanced power re-
lations for men and women in soci-
ety, privacy of the family, victim-

blaming attitudes). For most of us,
the very idea of domestic violence
leads us to visualize a meek woman
being battered and bruised by her
dominant male partner. Even
though it holds in approximately
60% of cases, more than 40% of
these victims are males. However,
it is a distinguished fact that when
it comes to being victims of vio-
lence in a domestic set-up, men are
not unscathed from it. An experi-
ment conducted in 2012-2013 inter-
viewed 1000 males in the State of
Haryana. 

Out of these, 51.5% of the males
had suffered abuse at the hands of
their wives or intimate partners,
while none reported such abuse.
Moreover, the World Report on
Violence and Health, 2002 reported a
suicide rate of 18.9 for men due to
interpersonal violence as opposed to
10.6 for women. In terms of victims
of homicide, the rate was 13.6 for
men in contrast to 4.0 for women.
This makes it evident that the male
community chooses either en-
durance or death over seeking help. 

Unheard cases of domestic abuse 
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Chip industry 

Jaipur: Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has invited
Vedanta Group to set
up its semi-conductor
chip manufacturing in-
dustry in Rajasthan
amid a tussle for the
project between
Maharashtra and
Gujarat. During the in-
augural session of
'Invest Rajasthan'
Summit held here on
Friday, the Chief
Minister said that
there is a protest going
on in Maharashtra on
the shifting of the fac-
tory to Gujarat. "There
is a protest going on in
Maharashtra that why
Anil Agarwal is shift-
ing the industry to
Gujarat. A lot of it has
appeared in newspa-
pers. I would like to say
you (Agarwal) that
there is a fight between
Maharashtra and
Gujarat. So, shift the
industry to Rajasthan,"
Gehlot said.

Appointment
New Delhi: PNB
Housing Finance  an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Vinay Gupta
as the Chief Financial
Officer. The appoint-
ment will be effective
from October 26, it
said in a regulatory
filing. Gupta's ap-
pointment follows the
resignation of Kapish
Jain as the CFO in
April this year. The in-
terim CFO Kaushal
Mithani had resigned
in August. Currently,
Gupta is associated
with SBI Cards and
Payment Services. A
chartered accountant
with over 20 years of
experience, he has ex-
tensive experience in
financial manage-
ment, financial plan-
ning and other areas.

Carbon credits

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is taking
measures to make
India a market for car-
bon credit which will
be utilised to meet the
country's NDC goals,
Union Minister for
New and Renewable
Energy R K Singh said.
India has submitted its
updated Nationally
Determined
Contribution under
the Paris Agreement
to the UN Framework
Convention on
Climate Change, em-
phasising that it is a
step forward towards
its long-term goal of
reaching net zero by
2070. According to the
updated NDC, India
now stands committed
to reducing the emis-
sions intensity of its
GDP by 45 per cent by
2030, from the 2005
level, and achieving
about 50 per cent cu-
mulative electric
power installed capaci-
ty from non-fossil fuel-
based energy re-
sources by 2030. "What
we are going to put in
place is a system of the
carbon market. We al-
ready have some sort
of carbon market here
because when we have
a renewable energy
certificate that's car-
bon credit.

New Delhi, Oct 08:  

Union Minister Piyush
Goyal said the govern-
ment along with the indus-
try should work on a big-
ger goal to make India a
developed country and as-
pire to become a much
larger economy by 2047. If
we all put our best foot for-
ward and aspire for dou-
ble-digit growth, we can be
much bigger, he said ad-
dressing FICCI's National
Executive Committee
Meeting. Speaking on in-
flation, Goyal said that
over the last eight years in-
cluding the current slight-
ly elevated levels, the
CAGR inflation is under
4.5 per cent through our
tenure. When the other
countries have double-
digit inflation, India con-
tinues at moderate 7 per
cent. There is monitoring
of prices by the govern-

ment on a daily basis. We
are looking at, in the next
few months, inflation com-
ing back within the RBI's
band of 2-6 per cent," he
added. The Minister for
Commerce and Industry
highlighted that India has
tremendous potential with
a large talent pool both to
encourage design manu-
facturing services and the
manufacturing eco-sys-
tem. "Manufacturing and
innovation go hand in
hand," he said.

Goyal stressed that RBI

has been proactive in all
the measures that they
have taken, and it is not
about only the interest
rates but holistic thinking
that RBI has demonstrat-
ed. He also said that the
world has huge expecta-
tions from India and the
world is looking at India
from a long-term perspec-
tive. The world expecta-
tion is also that India will
drive global growth, pro-
vide the talent pool that
the world needs and India
will power technologies
both from the perspective
of development and its
usage. Today, it is the inno-
vation and the spirit of en-
quiry that is prevalent
across the country. India
can become not just the
back office of the world
but going forward, the
front office of the world,
he emphasized. The min-
ister also said that e-com-

merce in India is growing
and to ensure transparen-
cy to customers the gov-
ernment is working on de-
mocratizing the e-com-
merce sector. Open
Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) is
about giving customers
choice - fairly and trans-
parently. It's about giving
a bigger market to sellers,
and it will help in creating
small entrepreneurs, said
Goyal.

Sanjiv Mehta,
President, FICCI said that
the thrust given by the
government to
Aatmanirbhar Bharat is
helping the industry to
tide over the challenging
times. ) India will accord
top priority to the national
interest in free trade
agreement (FTA) negotia-
tions, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Friday.

Govt, industry should work
together to make India a much

larger economy: Goyal

Mumbai, Oct 08: 

India's forex reserves
dropped by USD 4.854 bil-
lion to USD 532.664 billion
as on September 30, the
Reserve Bank said on
Friday. The reserves,
which have been dipping
as the central bank de-
ploys the kitty to defend
the rupee amid pressures
caused majorly by global
developments, had de-
clined by over USD 8.134
billion to USD 537.518 bil-
lion in the previous report-
ing week.

In October 2021, the
country's forex kitty had
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. The drop
in the reserves for the
week ended September 30
was on account of a dip in
the Foreign Currency
Assets (FCAs), a major
component of the overall
reserves, according to the

Weekly Statistical
Supplement released by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday. The FCAs
dropped by USD 4.406 bil-
lion to USD 472.807 billion
during the reporting
week, the apex bank said.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the FCAs include
the effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound
and yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves. The
value of the gold reserves
decreased by USD 281 mil-
lion to USD 37.605 billion,
the data showed. The
Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) dropped by USD
167 million to USD 17.427
billion, the RBI said. The
country's reserve position
with the IMF was un-
changed at USD 4.826 bil-
lion in the reporting week,
the apex bank data
showed.

New Delhi, Oct 08: 

Google's premium
smartphone series Pixel 7
and Pixel 7 Pro will be
around 15-21 per cent cost-
lier in India compared to
other countries, according
to the prices revealed by
the company. The compa-
ny has started pre-booking
the Pixel 7 at Rs 59,999
(USD 729.36) and Pixel 7
Pro at Rs 84,999 (USD
1033.27) on the e-commerce
portal Flipkart. The de-
vices would be available
from October 13.

"Powered by Google's
next-generation Tensor G2
processor and shipping
with Android 13, the Pixel
7 is priced at anP of Rs
59,999 and the Pixel 7 Pro
is priced at anP of Rs
84,999. Both devices will be
available for purchase
starting October 13,"
Google said in a statement.

The company has
launched Pixel 7 and Pixel
7 Pro at a global price of
USD 599 and USD 899 re-
spectively. When asked
about the Pixel series
being sold at a higher
price compared to other

countries, a Google
spokesperson said, "We de-
termine local pricing
based on a number of fac-
tors, including local taxes
and customs duties. We be-
lieve the pricing reflects
the value of our premium
phones, the high-end hard-
ware specs, and the best-
in-class AI-powered soft-
ware experience."

Google has not disclosed
its mobile phone manufac-
turing location. Google
claims Pixel comes with
all-day battery life which
is based on a test done
using a median Pixel user
battery usage profile
across a mix of talk, data,

standby and use of other
features. The Pixel 7 series
will come with speech
recognition technology
that will enable the phone
to transcribe audio mes-
sages on Google's
Messages app which will
help users read them as
soon as they receive them.
According to market re-
search firm IDC, the pre-
mium segment of over
USD 500 was the highest-
growing segment with 83
per cent growth on year-
over-year basis in India,
contributing 6 per cent of
the market in the second
quarter of 2022. TechArc
chief Analyst, Faisal
Kawoosa said that irre-
spective of phones being
made in India or not, the
brands have to make them
for India and pricing is one
key aspect that will ampli-
fy it. "Google Pixel should
have priced it appropriate-
ly for India market to make
an impact which could
also give them volumes
later to make phones in
India. The key to 5G suc-
cess is going to be afford-
ability across all seg-
ments," Kawoosa said.

Google Pixel 7 series 15-21 pc
costlier in India

Forex reserves drop USD
4.85 bln to USD 532.66 bln

New Delhi, Oct 08: 

The government on
Friday invited bids for pri-
vatising IDBI Bank and
said that it together with
LIC will sell a total of 60.72
per cent stake in the finan-
cial institution. The
Department of Investment
and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM),
while inviting Expressions
of Interest (EoI), said that
the potential investor
should have a minimum
net worth of Rs 22,500
crore, must report net prof-
it in three out of the past
five years to be eligible for
bidding for IDBI Bank.
Also, a maximum of four
members would be allowed
in a consortium. The suc-
cessful bidder would be re-
quired to mandatorily
lock-in at least 40 per cent
of the equity capital for
five years from the date of

acquisition. It further said
that the selection of the
qualified interested parties
and the amount of equity
stake such entities would
hold in IDBI Bank would
be decided by the Reserve
Bank and the bidder would
have to clear the 'Fit and
Proper' assessment done
by the banking regulator.

It also barred large in-
dustrial/corporate houses
or individuals from partic-
ipating in the bidding
process. The last date for
submission of bids or
Expression of Interest
(EoI) by potential buyers is
December 16. The govern-
ment and LIC hold 94.72
per cent stake together in
IDBI Bank.

Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) holds
529.41 crore shares repre-
senting 49.24 per cent stake
in IDBI Bank, while the
government holds 488.99

crore shares or 45.48 per
cent stake. Public share-
holders hold 5.2 per cent
stake in the bank.

The government will sell
30.48 per cent and LIC will
offload 30.24 per cent stake,
aggregating to 60.72 per
cent of the equity share
capital of IDBI Bank,
along with transfer of
management control in
IDBI Bank, Department of
Investment and Public
Asset Management
(DIPAM) said while invit-
ing bids. After stake sale,
the combined sharehold-
ing of LIC and the govern-
ment will come down to 34
per cent.

Shares of IDBI Bank
closed at Rs 42.70, up 0.71
per cent over previous
close on the BSE on Friday.
At the current market
price, the 60.72 per cent
stake would be valued at
over Rs 27,800 crore.

IDBI Bank privatisation: Govt, LIC
to sell 60.72 pc stake, invite bids

New Delhi, Oct 08:  

Surging crude oil prices,
continuing apprehensions
of more US Fed rate hikes
and widening trade deficit
are pushing the rupee to
new lows, with experts
opining that the down-
ward trend is likely to con-
tinue in the near term. For
the second straight trad-
ing session, the rupee
touched new all-time low
level and closed 15 paise
lower at 82.32 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Friday.

The Indian currency,
though relatively better
performing in comparison
to other emerging market
counterparts, has declined
close to 9 per cent against
the US dollar so far in the
current fiscal. After the
grouping OPEC decided to
cut output by 2 million
barrels per day, crude oil
prices have started rally-

ing, which is a headwind
for India that imports
about 85 per cent of its pe-
troleum requirements.
Also, the country's rising
merchandise imports and
slowing exports have re-
sulted in trade deficit
widening to USD 149.47 bil-
lion in the first six months
of the current fiscal, put-
ting further pressure on
the rupee. The strong dol-
lar index combined with
high oil prices and weak-
ness/anticipated weak-
ness of demand in Europe
and US continues to put
pressure on the rupee,
Ranen Banerjee, Partner -
Economic Advisory
Services at PwC India,
said. He also said the rela-
tive greater weakening of
other emerging market
currencies make Indian
exports less competitive
and that adds to the head-
winds to the country's ex-
ports.

Rupee likely to remain under
pressure in near term: Experts

Jaipur, Oct 08: 

Vedanta group chair-
man Anil Agarwal on
Friday said Rajasthan
should look at developing
a cluster of manufactur-
ing units for TV, laptops
and other electronic
items. Agarwal, who is in
Jaipur to attend
Rajasthan investment
summit, also said that the
state has a conducive in-
vestment environment.
Vedanta along with
Foxconn will invest Rs
1,54,000 crore to set up a
semiconductor and dis-
play manufacturing facili-
ty in Gujarat, which
would create one lakh job
opportunities. The
Vedanta chairman em-

phasised that the facility
will be a game changer as
the cost of the finished
products will come down.
Agarwal said a cluster of
TV, laptop, and other elec-
tronic items manufactur-
ing units should be devel-

oped in Rajasthan, which
will reduce the cost of fin-
ished products because
the raw materials -- semi-
conductor chips and dis-
play -- will be supplied
from the factory in
Gujarat.

Washington, Oct 08: 

India has been one of
the leaders in digitisation
that empowers and ex-
pands the social safety net,
World Bank President
David Malpass said.
Malpass, during a confer-
ence call here, told re-
porters that India, like
other developing coun-
tries, suffers from rising
interest rates in the world
environment and from in-
flation also from being im-
pacted by climate change
as seen recently in terms
of the flooding impacts.
But during the COVID-19
crisis, India was able to ex-
pand its social safety net.
He said poor people in the
country have more money
in their hand that showed

up in the recent poverty
report of the World Bank.
The World Bank worked
extensively with India to
have a targeted social safe-
ty net, he said, observing
that effectiveness of social
safety net is important
when it comes to poverty
in other parts of the world.
Referring to a recently
held conference at the
United Nations, which
was co-hosted by the

World Bank, Malpass said
digitalisation empowers
social safety net, and is
very helpful in leapfrog-
ging technology for devel-
oping countries. India has
been one of the leaders in
that, he said. Responding
to a question on India tak-
ing over the presidency of
G-20 in December, Malpass
said there is a potential
focus on debt. I think the
world is at a point where
there can be progress
made for a more effective
common framework, he
said. India, he said, is an
important creditor, for ex-
ample, in Sri Lanka and
also in some of the heavily
indebted countries of
Africa. So, India as the
chair of the G-20 has an
opportunity there, he said.

I've spoken with Prime
Minister (Narendra) Modi
about that, he said, adding
that India is aware of debt
distress in countries. So, it
is very relevant, he said.
The second, I mention, is
education where India has
been a leader in pushing
forward, Malpass said, as
he mentioned about anoth-
er major conference he co-
hosted at the UN last week
on education, where they
used the data from learn-
ing Poverty Index, which
has been showing a very
concerning increase in ed-
ucational poverty. That
means 70 per cent of the
kids in developing coun-
tries are not able to read
the basic text, he said.
This is a big opportunity
for G-20, he said.

Rajasthan should look at cluster for 
manufacturing electronic items: Anil Agarwal

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot with State Industries Minister
Shakuntala Rawat, RSIC Chairman Rajiv Arora and others during the
Invest Rajasthan Summit 2022, in Jaipur, Saturday, Oct. 8.

New Delhi, Oct 08:  

The government has noti-
fied the credit guarantee
scheme for startups to pro-
vide them collateral-free
loans up to a specified limit.
In a notification, the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) said that
loan/debt facilities sanc-
tioned to an eligible borrow-
er on or after October 6,
would be eligible for cover-
age under the scheme. "The
Central Government has
approved the 'Credit
Guarantee Scheme for
Startups (CGSS) for the pur-
pose of providing credit
guarantees to loans extend-
ed by member institutions
(MIs) to finance eligible bor-
rowers being startups," it

said. This scheme would
help provide the much need-
ed collateral-free debt fund-
ing to startups, it added. MIs
include financial intermedi-
aries (banks, financial insti-
tutions, NBFCs, AIFs) en-
gaged in lending/investing
and conforming to the eligi-
bility criteria approved
under the Scheme.

Recognised startups that
have reached the stage of
stable revenue stream, as
assessed from audited
monthly statements over a
12 month period, amenable
to debt financing; and start-
ups that are not in default to
any lending/investing insti-
tution and not classified as
non-performing asset as per
RBI guidelines, are eligible
to avail benefits of this
scheme.

Govt notifies credit guarantee
scheme for startups

Washington, Oct 08:  

India, the world's
third biggest oil im-
porter and con-
sumer, will contin-
ue to buy oil from
any country that it
has to, Oil Minister
Hardeep Singh
Puri said asserting
that no country has
told New Delhi to stop buy-
ing oil from Russia. India,
which has not publicly
condemned Moscow for its
'special military action' in
Ukraine, has become
Russia's No.2 oil buyer
after China as Western
buyers stopped trading
with that country and its
oil prices fell. Puri, who is
here for talks with the US
authorities on clean ener-

gy, said the government
has a moral duty to pro-

vide energy at af-
fordable rates to
consumers. "India
will buy oil from
wherever it has to
for the simple rea-
son that this kind
of a discussion
cannot be taken to
the consuming

population of India," he
told a group of Indian re-
porters here. "Have I been
told by anyone to stop buy-
ing Russian oil? The an-
swer is a categorical 'no'."
He also expressed confi-
dence that India would be
able to mitigate a two mil-
lion barrels per day cut in
production by oil produc-
ers' cartel OPEC and its al-
lies, known as OPEC+.

No one asked India to stop buying
oil from Russia, Puri says in US

India a leader in digitisation: World Bank President
Mumbai, Oct 08: 

Soch brings to you an
all-new sparkling festive
collection to make this sea-
son as glamorous as ever.
The collection houses en-
sembles in beautiful and
rich fabrics like silk, silk
blend, art silk, ornate bro-
cades,chanderi, and geor-
gette which is perfect for
this season.

The new collection in-
cludes Salwar suits, Kurti
suits, Sarees, and more.
Diverse and versatile, the
collection has a wide
range of colors from
lighter shades to darker
hues such as Beige, deep
wines, subtle blues, grace-
ful greens, earthy browns,
and vibrant pinks. It is en-
riched with intricate hand
and machine embroi-

deries, kalamkari, hand-
crafted crystal, and bead-
work to uplift your look
this festive season.

The festive collection
heralds the hope of auspi-
cious days when we cele-
brate festivities with our

loved ones. Soch has some-
thing for every occasion,
big or small. Commenting
on the launch of the fes-
tive collection Vinay
Chatlani, CEO Soch said,
“With this season's festive
collection, we have incor-
porated the most earthy
tints and starry hues, a
wide range of fabrics
along with stylish prints
to cater to a wider audi-
ence. The collection has
heritage textiles, unique
craft, handwork, embell-
ishments, and a huge
colour palette to choose
from which add a touch of
glamour and aliveness to
your festive look." Soch’s
new collection is a fine
blend of modern and clas-
sic fashion ethos, royal
baroque, and shimmering
stardust.

Soch launches new Festive Collection

ACROSS

1. Find fault with

6. Male children

10. Nordic capital

14. Back street

15. Double-reed instrument

16. Fuel source

17. Costly fur

18. Overwhelm

20. Flightless bird

21. Tenant's document

23. Cassettes

24. ____ in distress

26. Rock star ____ John

28. Article

30. Portland's state

34. Cozy abode

37. Group spirit

40. Singer Yoko ____

41. Hatchets

42. Select group

43. Knowledgeable about

44. Yosemite ____

45. Within a building

46. City light

47. Among

49. Grade

51. Alleviates

54. Threw

58. Sports locale

61. Foreign

63. For

64. Devoted

66. In flames

68. Fortas and Lincoln

69. Boat bottom

70. Recluse

71. Lion's hair

72. Initial stake

73. Acts

DOWN

1. Stationed

2. Peruvian animal

3. Scrapbook

4. Actor ____ Gibson

5. Shoelace hole

6. Carbonated drink

7. Overweight

8. Fictional book

9. Adriatic, e.g.

10. Gasoline classification

11. Suds maker

12. Behind schedule

13. Spanish cheers

19. Boutique

22. Hydrogen and oxygen, e.g.

25. Poses

27. Put up with

29. Cast

31. Absent
32. Informed of
33. High ____
34. Astronauts' gp.
35. Checkup
36. Teamster's rig
38. River (Sp.)
39. Minute particle
43. Pen liquids
45. Singer ____ Hayes
48. Actress ____ Richards
50. President ____ Reagan
52. Consumed
53. Icy precipitation
55. Backbone
56. Was mistaken
57. Achievers
58. Eve's partner
59. ____ McEntire of country music
60. Biblical locale
62. Jobless
65. Alias abbr.
67. Antagonist
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There's a deep longing to be comfort-
ed and reassured, Aquarius. You may
want nothing more than for someone
fix you some warm, homemade soup.
If this is the case, feel free to call and
ask a good friend to come over, if pos-
sible. Don't continue to play the part of
the strong, independent one if this
isn't the way you feel. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may feel like you desperately need some-
thing, Pisces, yet you're unsure as to what it is
exactly. Someone close to you may be trying to
fit the missing puzzle piece into place, but this
may be next to impossible if it's unclear which
piece is actually missing. This difficult situation
may lead to frustration if you aren't careful. Feel
free to admit that you feel powerless. Don't be
ashamed to say so.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may want to remedy every situation by talk-
ing things out or taking some sort of action,
Aries. Be careful of making any sudden moves
before you really understand what you're feel-
ing. One minute you may be full of exuberance
and ready to launch into a new project, but once
you start moving forward, you're suddenly feel-
ing insecure. Take this resistance as a sign that
maybe this isn't the best time to move forward.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Compliments are apt to feel like gold to you,
Taurus. There's nothing you need more than love
and affection on a day like this. Beware that you
may end up as putty in the hands of whoever
showers you with flattery. You may also resent
this need for attention and not be willing to
receive it graciously. This isn't the right attitude.
Receive accolades with open arms and offer an
equal amount of affection in return.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you find that there's tension in a close rela-
tionship, you may get the feeling that this
isn't the right partner for you, Gemini. Don't
automatically assume that the problem lies
in your partner. Difficult situations involving
the need for love and affection are likely to
emerge regardless of the situation or the
company. Instead of running to the next per-
son, take the time to work things out.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

When tension builds, your sense of secu-
rity is likely to falter, Cancer. You may
have a hard time dealing with other peo-
ple. You could be tempted to turn to food
or alcohol for inner nourishment. Curing
emotional needs by indulging this way
may temper your ailment for a while, but
it isn't the solution to the overall problem.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You might have difficulty expressing your
needs, Leo. The bottom line is that there's
no right or wrong way, although it may be
difficult to see this on a day like today.
Deep-seated insecurity may make express-
ing yourself difficult. At a time when you
feel like you should politely take things in,
you really may be feeling like you want to
run from the people around you.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Although you may find it hard to express
yourself in some ways, Virgo, the one
avenue that's completely wide open today
is art. Difficult tension is laced with emo-
tional insecurity, making it hard for you to
express your feelings. If you feel that this is
the case, find some other means of
expressing these emotions. A large canvas
and some paints will work quite nicely.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You might be feeling rather insecure
when it comes to your peace of mind,
Libra. Because of the insecurity, it may
seem like your relationships are on the
rocks. At the same time, having prob-
lems in your relationships is making you
less likely to trust these close partners
with your insecure feelings. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may feel more reserved than usual,
Scorpio, especially when it comes to
romantic relationships. You may be feel-
ing apprehensive about expressing your-
self fully, even in the most intimate situa-
tions. Be careful about sending messages
that suggest that you don't want to be
around others. People are apt to think
they're to blame for your reluctance. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Be careful about being too boisterous
and chipper around people who don't
exactly feel the same way, Sagittarius.
Be sensitive to other people's feelings,
and don't make jokes that are too harsh
for the occasion. No one appreciates a
wise guy. There's a somber mood to
the day that's likely to form a dark
cloud by late afternoon. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your mood should be quite good for the
most part, Capricorn, but there's apt to be
some tension in your relationships.
Romantic endeavors aren't exactly in your
favor now, so don't force an issue that
seems too difficult to resolve. Find comfort
in your internal warmth. By taking the time
to nurture yourself, you will inevitably have
more love to give to the people around you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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N
avratri is one of
the most revered
festivals in India,

celebrated with great en-
thusiasm across several
states. In Madhya
Pradesh, the festival is
celebrated on a grand
scale, with devotees ob-
serving the nine-day fast,
paying respect to the nine
different forms of
Goddess Durga, and flock-
ing to various local
dandiya grounds to play
Garba along with their
close ones. Joining these
celebrations this year in
MP were &TV’s popular
Jodi from Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan – Daroga Happu
Singh (Yogesh Tripathi)
and his Dabbang
Dulhania, Rajesh Singh
(Kamna Pathak), who vis-
ited Gwalior to celebrate,
enjoy the local festive fer-
vour, exploring the histor-
ical monument, gorging
on finger-licking street
food and shopping at
city’s famous traditional
art and crafts stores, for
souvenirs. And this is
what the artists had to say
about their visit and
Navratri celebrations.

Sharing his excitement,
Yogesh Tripathi, aka
Daroga Happu Singh,
said, “Navratri is one of
the festivals that I cele-
brate with my family
every year, and we follow
the nine-day colours and
daily prayer to Goddess
Durga religiously. This
year, I am celebrating it at

home and with
Gwaliorites. Gwalior had
always intrigued me, and
I always wanted to visit
the city someday. And it
seems my wish has come
true. I had a fun-filled
evening enjoying the fes-
tive spirit, local hotspots,
and street food too! When
I was invited to celebrate
Navratri with the people
here, I couldn't contain
my excitement. It is one of
the most amazing places
I've ever seen. The city
has a historical vibe, and
the people are friendly

and welcoming. In my
character of Happu, I
have a Kanpuria accent.
Many people greeted me
by calling out ‘Arre Dada’
and I was touched. The
Garba dancing with the
people dressed in their
traditional attire was a lot
of fun. In addition to that,
we also visited the majes-
tic Jai Vilas Palace,
Gwalior  and explored the
city. We shop at Patankar
Bazaar for local handi-
crafts, traditional hand-
looms, and exquisite
stone-carved artifacts to

take back home with me
for my family and friends.
I cannot leave any city
without satisfying my
taste buds, so I did here
and treated myself to deli-
cious soul food like sweet
imartis and crunchy ka-
choris. This trip will al-
ways be memorable to
me”.

Catch Yogesh Tripathi
as Daroga Happu Singh
and Kamna Pathak as
Rajesh Singh in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
airing every Monday to
Friday!

Yogesh and Kamna 
celebrate Navratri in MP

S
inger Taylor Swift
has put a little
extra 'mayhem' in

'Midnights Mayhem
with Me', the TikTok se-
ries in which she reveals
the names of each of the
songs on her upcoming
album 'Midnights' one at
a time.

On Thursday night, at
the stroke of midnight
(Pacific Standard Time),
the singer shared the
title of yet another track
on the album, which is
set to drop October 21,
reports 'People' maga-
zine. "The tension is pal-
pable," the 32-year-old
singer said, spinning the
cage of numbered ping-
pong balls until one -
which she revealed to be
the album's first track -
pops out. "Track one is
called 'Lavender Haze',"
the singer announced,
quoted by 'People'.

Following the an-
nouncement, the 'Bad
Blood' singer took to
Instagram, where she
shared a reel explaining
the inspiration behind
Midnights' opening
song.

"I happened upon the
phrase 'Lavender Haze'
when I was watching
Mad Men, and I looked it
up because I thought it
sounded cool," Swift said
in the post. "And it turns
out that it's a common
phrase used in the '50s,

where they would just
describe being in love."

She then explained, "If
you were in the lavender
haze, then that meant
that you were in that all-
encompassing love glow,
and I thought that was
really beautiful."

"I think a lot of people
have to deal with this
now, not just like 'public
figures,' because we live
in the era of social
media," she explained.
"And if the world finds
out that you're in love
with somebody, they're
gonna weigh in on it."

'People' further states
that the 'All Too Well'
singer got a little more
specific, hinting that
'Lavender Haze' is specif-
ically inspired by her re-
lationship with longtime
boyfriend, actor Joe
Alwyn.

"Like my relationship
for six years, we've had
to dodge weird rumours,
tabloid stuff, and we just
ignore it," Swift said.
"And so this song is sort
of about the act of ignor-
ing that stuff to protect
the real stuff." Swift
hinted that there would
be more to come, writing
in her Instagram cap-
tion, "Tonight we may-
hem til the morning.
AND release vinyls with
pics I signed in them on
my site! Gonna be a wild
ride (sic)".

Taylor Swift’s 
‘Midnights’ is inspired 

by her relationship

C
elebrating Galore,
the Top 15 contest-
ants of Sony

Entertainment Television's
prestigious singing reality
show, ‘Indian Idol - Season
13’ will celebrating the
‘Golden Era Challenge’ in
the presence of legendary
music composers Anand Ji
and his wife Shanta Ben
Shah on Saturday and
Prayelal Ji and his wife
Sunila Pyarelal Sharma on
Sunday. Not only this, the
Top 15 contestants will yet
again give their best per-
formances and impress the
judges – Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani.

Adding spark to his per-
formance, contestant Rishi
Singh from Ayodhya who
has always left a mark with
his spell-bounding per-
formances will yet again
mesmerize one and all as
he sings ‘Tumko Mere Dil
Ne’ and ‘Neele Neele
Ambar’ with his fellow con-
testant Bidipta
Chakroborty from Kolkata.
Giving a stellar perform-

ance, Anand Ji compli-
ments the duo by saying,
"Excellent! Both of you
sang exceptionally well! 'Dil
Khush hogaya', Rishi, I

want you to sing the song
'Neele Neele Amber Par' in
your version . I want you to
record this song, I am sure
this song will be on the top
list."  Hearing such mighty
praises from Anand Ji,
Rishi was definitely on
cloud 9.

Not only this, making his
day more special, host
Aditya Narayan will talk
about how Rishi has won
the heart of the nation with
his exceptional talent but,
there is one very special fan
who has seen and heard all
of Rishi’s performances. It
is then revealed that the fan
is none other than ace
cricketer Virat Kolhi! The
cricketer who followed only
255 members on his social
media, which Rishi being
one of them, personally
sent him a message prais-
ing Rishi. Virat shared a
message on Rishi’s social
media saying, “Hi Rishi,
How are you? I’ve seen your
videos recently and You’re
amazon. I love your
singing. All the best and
god bless you. Keep grow-
ing. God is with you.”

Indian Idol contestant
Rishi Singh wins praises

B
ollywood actress
Madhuri Dixit,
whose streaming

movie 'Maja Ma' released
recently, is chuffed with
the response so far to the
film.

The actress is playing
the role of a lesbian in the
film, and making a state-
ment on the new-age
brave content from
Bollywood, she shared
her thoughts on the sub-
ject. Excited about the re-
sponse that the movie has
been receiving, Madhuri
Dixit shared: "Maja Ma'
proves that the era of box-
ing people and characters
is over. Pallavi's sexual
orientation is just one of
the many facets of her
identity. She is much
more than that - a bril-
liant dancer, a doting
mother, a friend and
above all, a human being
who can inspire others
around her." Further talk-
ing about the arc of her
character in the film, the
actress said: "The story-
line depicts a journey of
evolution and Pallavi's

character showcases that
journey with a myriad of
emotions and feelings a"
ranging from confusion,
fear, to acceptance and
courage to accept one's
own true identity."

Madhuri Dixit: 
Era of boxing people

and characters is over

Actress Sadaa, who has
turned into an avid

wildlife photographer,
says that jungles can teach
you patience and when
time comes, they can test
the same too. The actress
recently took to her
Instagram to share a video
of her clicking pictures of
Jugni, a young tigress.

She wrote, "When Jugni
is in "Peek-a-boo" mood... I
later learned that Jugni is
the granddaughter of my
most beloved tigress
Mataram!"

Taking a philosophical
route, she then mentioned
in her caption, "Jungles
teach you patience and
test it too. In jungles, it's
the law and the will of
wild animals that we re-
spect and gladly (do) so!"

Jungles teach you
patience, says
actress Sadaa

D
irector Mohan
Raja's 'GodFather',
featuring superstar

Chiranjeevi in the lead,
has grossed an impressive
Rs 69 crore worldwide in
two days.

Sources in the industry
say that the lavishly-made
political action thriller,
which took a grand open-
ing for Dussehra, dominat-
ed the box office on day
two as well.

The movie is expected to
record massive numbers
during the extended week-
end.

The film, which has
Salman Khan appearing

in a brief but powerful
role, seems to be perform-
ing reasonably well, with
positive reports coming in
from almost everywhere.

'GodFather', which col-
lected a worldwide gross of
Rs 38 crore on its opening
day, has raked in Rs 31
crore on its second day.
The total amount it has
grossed worldwide after
two days stands at Rs 69
crore.

The makers believe that
as the Dussehra holidays
are still on, the numbers
will continue to be mas-
sive even during the week-
end.

Chiranjeevi-starrer 
‘Godfather’ collects Rs 69 crore

worldwide in two days
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Sylhet, Oct 08 (PTI):

Shafali Verma once
again showed her match-
winning prowess with an
attractive 55 off 44 balls as
India out-batted
Bangladesh by 59 runs to
win their fourth match and
clinch a semi-final spot in
the Women's Asia Cup T20
here on Saturday.

After an indifferent bat-
ting show in the defeat
against Pakistan, the
'Women In Blue' put up a
much improved perform-
ance scoring 159 for 5,
largely due to a 96-run
opening stand between
Shafali and stand-in skip-
per Smriti Mandhana (47
off 38 balls).

Credit should also go to
Jemimah Rodrigues,
whose 35 not out off just 24
balls helped the Indian
team score nearly 160.

Bangladesh managed 100
for 7 at the end of 20 overs
and never looked like being
in the hunt for a victory.
With 8 points from five
games, India are on top of
the seven-team table with a
match left in the round
robin stage. Having never
chased a total beyond 142 in
their entire T20I history,
Bangladesh did try their
bit but could never force
the momentum against a
solid Indian bowling attack
which kept things tight.
After a shoddy fielding ef-
fort against Pakistan, it im-

proved by a couple of
notches on the day as there
were no easy runs in store.
The hosts couldn't even
score 50 in the first 10 overs
and scoring more than 110
runs in the back-10 was vir-
tually impossible for them.

None of the Indian
bowlers were off target for
the better part with Sneh
Rana (1/17 in 3 overs) and
Deepti Sharma (2/13 in 4
overs) being parsimonious
as ever. Even Shafali's
loopy leg-breaks (2/10 in 4
overs) seemed unplayable.

The slowness of the
track also meant that spin-

ners could vary the pace
and most of the balls were
not coming onto the bat.

The two openers
Fargana Hoqie (30 off 40
balls) and Murshida
Khatun (21 off 25 balls)
could add only 45 in the
first nine overs and
Bangladesh actually were
thrown out of the contest
at that stage.

Earlier, Shafali showed
why she is one of the most
destructive batters in this
format as she struck five
fours and two huge sixes.
En route her fourth half-
century in T20Is, Shafali

also completed 1000 runs in
the format.

With the elegant skipper
Mandhana for company,
the duo added 96 in just 12
overs. Mandhana as usual
peppered the field with six
crisp boundaries.

Once both Mandhana
and Shafali, who tried a re-
verse slog, were dismissed,
Bangladesh could briefly
put brakes on scoring but
the in-form Jemimah used
her cricketing smarts to
find the gaps as she and
Deepti Sharma added 29 in
just 2.3 overs to set a chal-
lenging target.

Women’s Asia Cup

India ride on top-order show to
beat Bangladesh by 59 runs

Smriti Mandhana plays a shot during the Women's Asia Cup 2022 cricket match between India and
Bangladesh, at Sylhet International Cricket Stadium, Sylhet.

Ranchi, Oct 08 (PTI):

Deepak Chahar's un-
availability due to an
ankle injury will compli-
cate selection matters with
India looking for a much
improved bowling per-
formance in a must win
second ODI against South
Africa here on Sunday.

Never before a bilateral
ODI series has looked so
out of context with the T20
World Cup in Australia be-
ginning later this month.

All eyes are now on
Rohit Sharma and Co who
have already checked in
Perth for their T20 World
Cup warm-up matches.

The three-match ODI se-
ries in India offers little in-
centive to the fringe play-
ers who have missed the
flight to Australia.

But with Chahar injur-
ing his ankle ahead of the
first ODI in Lucknow and
his back troubling him
again, it gives India plenty
of soul-searching to do on
Sunday.

Mohammad Siraj and
Avesh Khan have so far
failed to impress and that
might open the door for
uncapped Bengal pacer
Mukesh Kumar.

On the batting front, it
will be important for
Shreyas Iyer to score some
runs under his belt as the
top-order batter is among
the reserve batters for the
T20 World Cup.

Iyer, who has been
named vice-captain for the
series, bailed India out of

a top-order collapse on
Thursday.

Known for his weakness
against short balls and
slow strike rate against
the pacers, Iyer played a
counter-attacking knock.

But the biggest positive
for India out of the second
ODI was the performance
of Sanju Samson, who has
not been able to cement
his place in the team seven
years after his debut.

Samson's 63-ball 86
oozed maturity and of-
fered a sense of calmness
in the middle-order as he
took calculated risks in
India's narrow loss.

The happy-go-lucky
Shikhar Dhawan has al-
ready shown his leader-
ship potential with a sec-
ond stride in the West
Indies and Sri Lanka.

Dhawan will hope that
he returns among runs to
give the team a solid start,
while the talented
Shubman Gill will also
look to reaffirm his cre-
dentials as an ODI opener.

Unlike India, the Temba
Bavuma-led South Africa
have much to play for with
crucial Super League
points on offer which will
give an automatic qualifi-
cation for them for the
next year's ODI World Cup.

Personally, Bavuma is
going through the worst
phase of his career with
his scores in the series
reading 0, 0, 3 (T20s) and 8
at Lucknow.

With T20 World Cup in
two weeks' time, the
Proteas skipper will look
to find his form in quick
time.

India eye all-round
improvement in must win
ODI against South Africa

India's ODI captain Shikhar Dhawan with VVS Laxman at practice session.

Al Khobar , Oct 08 (PTI):

India registered a hat-
trick of wins in their ongo-
ing AFC U-17 Asian Cup
2023 Qualifiers campaign,
defeating Myanmar 4-1 at
the Prince Saud Bin
Jalawi Stadium here.

All four strikes for India
came in the later part of
the first half on Friday
night with captain
Vanlalpeka Guite and for-
ward Thanglalsoun
Gangte scoring two goals
apiece.

The first half began as a
battle of attrition with no
major chances being creat-
ed. Both the sides looked to
build up from the back and
control possession.

The first shot on target
came in the 21st minute
through Korou Singh, who
shot from the edge of the
penalty area but lacked
sufficient power.

Six minutes later, the
first breakthrough came
as Guite's free-kick from
long range beat everyone
in the penalty box and flew
past the goalkeeper into
the net. The goal sparked

the game into life as India
proceeded to score three
more goals in a 12-minute
spell. Lalpekhlua was
brought down in the penal-
ty area in the 32nd minute
and Gangte was on hand to
slam home a powerful
spot-kick. Two minutes

later, Guite added his sec-
ond as Korou intercepted
the Myanmar goalkeeper's
pass and the Indian skip-
per latched on to the loose
ball and finished tidily.

A teasing cross from the
right found an unmarked
Gangte inside the penalty

area three minutes from
the break, but his shot
went over the crossbar.

However, the forward
registered his second goal
of the evening in the 44th
minute after finding the
goalkeeper out of position
and beat him with an in-
stinctive finish from out-
side the box.

India picked up from
where they left off in the
second half, creating a
flurry of attacks and pos-
ing questions to the oppos-
ing defence. At the hour
mark, against the run of
play, Myanmar pulled a
goal back as Htoo Wai
Yan's shot took a deflection
and found the back of the
net.

In the 70th minute, sub-
stitute Boby Singh
squared the ball to Gangte,
who finished with aplomb
but the goal was ruled out
as the winger was caught
offside.

The match eventually
drew to a close with the 4-1
scoreline in favour of the
Indian side. India will take
on hosts Saudi Arabia on
Sunday.

India continue winning run at AFC U-17 Asian
Cup Qualifiers with 4-1 win over MyanmarChristchurch, Oct 08 (AP):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam struck an unbeaten
79 from 53 balls and shared
a 61-run partnership with
Shadab Khan in a six-
wicket win over New
Zealand on Saturday in
the Twenty20 tri-series.

New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson made
the unusual decision to bat
first after winning the toss
and the Black Caps man-
aged only 147-8 in their 20
overs, stalled by tight
bowling from Haris Rauf
and Mohammad Wasim.

The New Zealanders
then had to bowl as spring
temperatures dropped to
single figures and the out-
field at Hagley Oval be-
came damp and dewy. The
bowlers could do little to
arrest Babar and Shadab
as the ball became wet and
slippery.

New Zealand was 70-1
after 10 overs with Devon
Conway and Kane
Williamson at the crease.
Conway made 36 from 35
balls and Williamson 31
from 30 in an innings
which promised a more ro-
bust total. But the pair

were out within two overs
of each other as New
Zealand slumped to 137-6.

Pakistan wins again in tri-series,
beats NZ by 6 wickets
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London, Oct 08 (AP):

Ten weeks after conquer-
ing Europe, England
women proclaimed them-
selves ready for even more
after beating the world
champion United States 2-1
in a friendly at Wembley
Stadium.

Lauren Hemp and
Georgia Stanway scored to
help England beat the U.S.
for the first time since 2017
and less than 10 months be-
fore the Women's World
Cup in Australia and New
Zealand.

Stanway's penalty in the
33rd minute put the hosts
in front for good before
76,893 fans. Victory extend-
ed England's unbeaten run
to 23 games under coach
Sarina Wiegman.

"It was a great result,"
Hemp told broadcaster ITV.
"There's a lot of prepara-

tion now for the World Cup.
It's important that we stay
grounded." England, which

won the European champi-
onship in late July, took the
lead in the 10th when Beth

Mead sent a low cross into
the box. U.S. defender
Alana Cook tried to make a
sliding block but the ball
wiggled through to Hemp,
who finished from close
range. The Americans
equalized just before the
half-hour mark. Millie
Bright tried to pass out of
the back to a tightly cov-
ered Stanway, and Lindsey
Horan poked the ball for-
ward to Sophia Smith, who
turned and fired low to the
left corner past a diving
Mary Earps.

Stanway made amends
from the spot, though,
shooting the ball into the
right corner as goalkeeper
Alyssa Naeher went the
wrong way.

Minutes later, the visi-
tors thought they tied the
game again but Trinity
Rodman's strike was ruled
out for offside.

England women beat US 2-1 in
statement victory at Wembley

USA's defender Alana Cook (L) fights for the ball with England's
striker Ella Toone during the Women's friendly football match
between England and USA at the Wembley Stadium, in London.

Ostrava, Oct 08 (AP):

Two Grand Slam champions
fought for nearly two hours each
to top American qualifiers and
reach the Agel Open semifinals.
No. 1-ranked Iga Swiatek got
past former junior partner and
rival Caty McNally 6-4, 6-4, and
Barbora Krejcikova was the first
of three Czechs in the quarterfi-
nals to advance when she ended
the career-best run of Alycia
Parks 7-6 (7), 6-3.
Swiatek, champion of the French
and U.S. Opens, will next face
Ekaterina Alexandrova or local
wild card Tereza Martincova,
while Krejcikova lined up Elena
Rybakina. Swiatek and McNally
won the 2018 Junior French
Open doubles and McNally won

both of their junior meetings.
"Tactically it was easier to pre-
pare, because I know her game
style (from juniors)," Swiatek
said. "She's playing differently
to other players. But on the
other hand, a lot of time has
passed since we played last
time. I knew she'd made
progress and I had to be ready."
Swiatek, the only seed to make
the last eight, was under pres-
sure on serve from the outset
and was broken first. In the sec-
ond set, she led 3-0 but was
pegged back to 3-3. McNally, the
lowest ranked woman ever to
reach the Ostrava quarters at
151st, had 11 break chances and
Swiatek 10. But Swiatek con-
verted four and McNally only
two.

Swiatek made to fight by qualifier
to reach Ostrava semis

Astana , Oct 08 (AP):

Novak Djokovic didn't
play as well in his Astana
Open quarterfinal on Friday
as he did in the first two
rounds. "Still, it was
enough," Djokovic said after
beating Karen Khachanov 6-
4, 6-3.

"I managed to produce
some good tennis when it
was the most needed."
Djokovic conceded a 3-0 lead
but broke Khachanov for the
first set with a backhand vol-

ley. He broke Khachanov for
3-1 in the second and fin-
ished their quarterfinal with
an ace. Daniil Medvedev
awaits in the semifinals.
Medvedev has a 4-6 win-loss
record against Djokovic, and
they haven't met since the
Paris final last November,
when Djokovic won in three
sets. "I thought about it be-
fore the (quarterfinal) and
we have only played one
tournament together this
year, which was Roland
Garros," Medvedev said.

Djokovic sees off Khachanov to
meet Medvedev in Astana semis

Kuala Lumpir, Oct 08 (PTI):

India's leading cueist
Pankaj Advani on Saturday
claimed his 25th world title
after outclassing compatri-
ot Sourav Kothari 4-0 in the
150 up billiards final at the
World Championships here
on Saturday.

Advani manoeuvred his
cue like a magician's wand
as he entertained the spec-
tators who showed up in
large numbers. In the first
frame, Advani made his in-
tentions clear that this title

was his from word go. He
opened the proceedings
without any delay to secure
the first frame with a 149
break while his opponent,
who is still seeking his
maiden IBSF World title,
had yet to score a point in
the 150-up format.

The best-of-seven sum-
mit clash saw Advani com-
pete fiercely to ensure he
completed a billiards
National-Asian-World gold-
en trifecta in the same cal-
endar year for a record fifth
time.

Pankaj Advani pockets world title
number 25 in Kuala Lumpur

Ranchi, Oct 08 (PTI):

There may be no Rohit
Sharma or Virat Kohli as
India regulars are in
Australia for the upcoming
T20 World Cup but the ODI
side under Shikhar
Dhawan is still world class,
said South African left-arm
spinner Keshav Maharaj on
Saturday. The Indian fringe
players are in action in the
ongoing three-match ODI
series against South Africa.

"I would not call it a sec-
ond string Indian side.
India have so much talent
that they can field four-five
proper international sides,"
Maharaj said on the eve of
the second and penultimate
ODI here. "Having said that,
a lot of the guys have IPL
and have international ex-
perience. There are world
class performers out there."

India trail the series 0-1
after losing the first ODI
by nine runs in Lucknow
on Thursday. The Temba
Bavuma-led visitors had
lost the T20I leg of the
tour 1-2.

Won’t call
Dhawan-led

Indian ODI side
second string:

Maharaj

Uttarkashi 
avalanche triggers

debate, experts
differ over cause

DDeehhrraadduunn,,  OOcctt  0088  ((PPTTII)):: The
recent avalanche near
Draupadi Ka Danda-II peak
that killed at least 26 moun-
taineers in Uttarkashi district
has triggered a debate among
scientists and experts about
the contributing factors. While
there is no unanimous view on
the possible reasons, most of
them feel attributing the ava-
lanche to a mild earthquake
that rocked Uttarkashi two
days earlier was incorrect.

The tremor, measuring 2.5
on the Richter scale, hit
Uttarkashi on October 2. It was
too mild and its epicentre too
far from the avalanche site,
said a scientist at Wadia
Institute of Himalayan Geology
here. "The mild-intensity
earthquake occurred two days
before the avalanche and its
epicentre was in a village
whose aerial distance from the
peak is around 25 km," Manish
Mehta, a scientist at the Wadia
Institute of Himalayan Geology
here said.

Ujjain (MP), Oct 8 (PTI): 

A special anthem dedi-
cated to Lord Shiva, the
resident deity of the an-
cient Mahakaleshwar
Temple in Ujjain, will be
sung by Kailash Kher on
the day the mega corridor
will be inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, officials said on
Saturday. The anthem 'Jai
Shri Mahakal' has been
composed to mark the cre-
ation of the new corridor,
christened 'Mahakal Lok'.

PM Modi will dedicate
the first phase of the Rs
856-crore Mahakaleshwar
Temple corridor develop-
ment project on October 11
here, around 200 km from
the state capital Bhopal.
"Mega arrangements are
being made for the open-
ing of the 'Mahakal Lok'
that will be dedicated to
the people by the PM.
After reaching Ujjain in

the evening, he will drive
to the temple complex in
his motorcade, and per-
form a 'puja' at the
Mahakaleshwar Temple.

"After that, he will go to
the 'Nandi Dwar', the main
gateway of the new corri-
dor, and inaugurate the
corridor," said a senior of-
ficial of Ujjain Smart City
Ltd, which has executed
the project. As he will trav-
el through the corridor,
artistes will perform along
the route and he will be
greeted to the sounds of
'damru' too.

"Later, at a grand event
the same day, well-known
singer Kailash Kher will
perform a special anthem,
a 'Shiva Stuti' dedicated to
Lord Shiva. The anthem
has been composed espe-
cially to mark the creation
of 'Mahakal Lok'," Chief
Executive Officer of Ujjain
Smart City, Ashish Kumar
Pathak, told PTI here.

Kher will perform along
with his team Kailasa at
Kartik Mela ground venue
where the ceremonial
event will be held in the
presence of PM Modi after
the corridor is opened, an-
other official said.

The culture department
of the Madhya Pradesh
government on Friday had
released a teaser of the 'Jai
Shri Mahakal' anthem,
and on Thursday a poster
was unveiled jointly by the
culture department and
the Mahkaleshwar Temple
Trust.

Manipur village struggles to keep
alive dying salt cake culture

Imphal, Oct 08 (PTI): 

In the days of yore
Manipur kings gifted salt
cakes made in Ningel as a
mark of their appreciation
but now just 10 families of
the village are tenuously
holding on to the dying art
for a meagre living.

The salt cakes, which
are circular discs of salt
manufactured by boiling
saline water from wells,
have yielded their pride of
place to the ubiquitous
modern day packaged salt.

The use of the tradition-
al salt cakes is now con-
fined to religious func-
tions related to mainly
births and weddings. With
the dwindling use of the
salt cakes by the people,
most of the families of
Ningel village in Thoubal
district are moving to
other professions.

Ningel is the lone village
where the salt cakes are
made and the number of

wells, from where the
saline water is drawn, is
now just three from six
earlier. The condition of
the famous salt wells -
Chandrkhong, Seekhonng
and Waikhong in the vil-
lage during the rule of the
kings have deteriorated
due to lack of mainte-
nance and excavation in
the nearby hilly areas,

said former village prad-
han M Ingocha.

Officers of both private
companies and the govern-
ment had visited Ningel
many times in the past
and expressed their eager-
ness to preserve the dying
art in view of its historic
importance. "But no assis-
tance was provided to the
people despite petitions,"

he told PTI on Friday.
As making salt cakes is

no longer profitable, many
families which earlier
made the salt cakes have
shifted to agricultural
work for their sustenance.

"The salt cakes are sold
for Rs 10-Rs 15 per slab,
which does not fetch us
enough to meet our ex-
penses," said Binasakhi, a
salt maker. "We generally
make around 200 salt
cakes per day. During the
wedding season the pro-
duction increases by more
than three times.

If this work becomes ob-
solete with time, we will
become jobless and the
state will loose this an-
cient traditional art forev-
er," she added. Lata, a salt
maker in her 50s, said the
major difficulty lay in
procuring wood to boil the
saline water as it is very
costly. "Besides, our work
sheds are in very poor con-
dition".

Hyderabad, Oct 08 (PTI): 

Amid suggestions that
Congress should be led by
a young leader, AICC pres-
idential candidate
Mallikarjun Kharge on

Saturday said he would
implement the Udaipur
Declaration's proposal of
offering 50 per cent of
party posts to those below
50 years of age if he wins
the poll.

"It's not for post in
Congress. Many people
who left, they left due to
fear of ED, CBI, and in-
come tax. For youngsters,
as I said, in the Udaipur
Declaration, we promised
to give 50 per cent of seats
to those below 50 years and
I will do. When everyone is
wanting to make me occu-
py this place, I thank
them," he told reporters
here. He was replying to a
query about the argument
that 80-year-old Kharge is
replacing Sonia Gandhi,
who is 75 years old, and
that a young leader should
lead the Congress. Kharge
was in Hyderabad as part
of his campaign for the
AICC president's post.

ANC celebrates its 22nd Raising Day
Port Blair, Oct 08 (PTI): 

The Andaman and
Nicobar Command
(ANC), the only Joint
Services operational
Command in India, on
Saturday celebrated its
22nd Raising Day.

The Command was es-
tablished on October 8,
2001 as a 'Unified
Command' under
Commander-in-Chief,
Andaman and Nicobar
(CINCAN), towards build-
ing synergy and cohesion
between the Services
while defending national
interests in the far re-
moved Andaman and
Nicobar region, a press
release by the

Headquarters of
Andaman and Nicobar
Command said.

On the occasion, Lt Gen
Ajai Singh, the 16th
Commander-in-Chief
Andaman and Nicobar
Command (CINCAN) re-
viewed a Joint Services
Parade at INS Utkrosh.

Addressing the parade,
the CINCAN conveyed his
heartiest felicitations to
all the personnel and fam-
ilies of Andaman and
Nicobar Command and
acknowledged their con-
tributions towards the op-
erational preparedness of
the Command.

He highlighted the fact,
that since its inception in
2001, the Command has

grown manifold in opera-
tional efficiency, showing
an indomitable spirit and
commitment to protect
the territorial integrity
and security in its AOR.

The command has also
played a key role in
Humanitarian Assistance
and Disaster Relief
Operations (HADR) on
numerous occasions, the
release said.

ANC, the only Joint
Services operational
Command in India has
been instrumental in ef-
fectively and efficiently
safeguarding the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands including its long
coastline and the vast
Exclusive Economic Zone

(EEZ).
Singh also acknowl-

edged the efforts of the
Defence Wives Welfare
Association (DWWA),
which has reached out to
the community through
various campaigns in a
meaningful way, to im-
prove the quality of the
life of its personnel and
families.

The CINCAN appreciat-
ed the cohesion at all lev-
els with the civil adminis-
tration and security agen-
cies towards synergising
efforts towards providing
overall security for the
growth of the Andaman
and Nicobar Islanders in
particular and the coun-
try at large.

Dehradun, Oct 08 (PTI): 

In a major crackdown
on officials involved in
the UKSSSC recruitment
scam, the commission's
former chairman RBS
Rawat, secretary
Manohar Kanyal and for-
mer examination con-
troller RS Pokhriya were
arrested on Saturday by
the Special Task Force in-
vestigating the case.

The arrests were made
in connection with the ir-
regularities in the exami-
nations conducted by the
U t t a r a k h a n d
Subordinate Service
Selection Commission in

2016 for the recruitment
of village panchayat de-
velopment officers. It is
the biggest action taken
so far by the STF against
former UKSSSC officials
involved in the scam.

"Today's action sets a
precedent that will deter
anyone from indulging in
such irregularities in fu-
ture. The government
and the investigating
agencies are working to
ensure that those harm-
ing the interests of the
youths and genuine can-
didates are not spared
and recruitment exami-
nations in future are held
with transparency," Chief

Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami said.

The examinations for
the recruitment of
VPDOs were held by the
UKSSSC on March 6, 2016
across 236 centres in 13
districts and the results
announced on March 30.

A panel headed by the
then additional chief sec-
retary had been set up in
2017 to probe the alleged
irregularities committed
in the examinations.

On the basis of the
probe committee's report
the examinations were
cancelled and the matter
was handed over to the
Vigilance Establishment,

Dehradun in 2019.
A case was registered

by the Vigilance
Establishment under
Prevention of
Corruption Act in con-
nection with the irregu-
larities and investiga-
tion.

Dhami had handed
over the case to the STF
in August to speed up in-
vestigations and bring
the guilty to book.

During the investiga-
tions, manipulation of
the OMR sheets was de-
tected by the STF which
also recorded the state-
ments of 24 candidates
and important witnesses.
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A woman shops at a market ahead of the ‘Karva Chauth’ festival, in Bikaner, Saturday. 

KARVA CHAUTH PREPARATIONS

Ex-UKSSSC chairman, 
two others arrested

UKSSSC RECRUITMENT SCAM

‘Will implement Udaipur Declaration if I win’

Congress presidential candidate and MP Mallikarjun Kharge
speaks during a press conference, in Hyderabad, Saturday. 

CONG TO EC

‘Declare HP
assembly poll

schedule’
SShhiimmllaa,,  OOcctt  0088  ((PPTTII)):: The
Congress on Saturday urged the
Election Commission to immedi-
ately declare the election sched-
ule for Himachal Pradesh
Assembly so that the model code
of conduct comes into effect, as it
accused the ruling BJP of misus-
ing state funds and machinery.
The state Congress also sought a
ban on 'Amritmahotsav' functions
in Himachal Pradesh. Just about
two months are left for the tenure
of the BJP government in the
state but the BJP is openly misus-
ing power and government ma-
chinery for political gains,
Himachal Pradesh Congress
President Pratibha Singh alleged
in a statement.

Kailash Kher to sing special anthem 
on Mahakal corridor opening day



Watery grave
LLaattuurr:: Two minor sisters
drowned in a reservoir at
a village in Maharashtra's
Latur district, police said
on Saturday. The incident
took place in Anantwadi
village of Deoni tehsil on
Friday evening, an official
said. Kalpana Laxman
Pawar (15) and her sister
Shilpa (12), residents of
Dhanegaon Tanda, were
returning home from
their farm when they
drowned, he said.

Booked 
GGwwaalliioorr:: A doctor and his
assistant have been
booked for rape on the
complaint of a 40-year-
old woman in Gwalior in
Madhya Pradesh, a police
official said on Saturday.
As per the complainant,
she had gone to the clinic
of the doctor in Shri Ram
Colony for treatment of
some problem, Jhansi
Road police station
inspector Sanjeev Nayan
Sharma said.

BRIEF

Akash Ganga team of the IAF 
displays skydiving skills during 90th
anniversary celebrations of IAF, at

the Sukhna Lake in Chandigarh,
Saturday.
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Nashik, Oct 08 (PTI): 

Twelve passengers, in-
cluding a two-year-old child,
were killed and 43 others in-
jured as a private bus travel-
ling to Mumbai caught fire
after hitting a trailer truck in
Nashik city of Maharashtra
early on Saturday, police offi-
cials said. The accident took
place at Nandur Naka on
Nashik-Aurangabad high-
way around 5.15 am when
the sleeper bus was coming
from Yavatmal in eastern
Maharashtra, they said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief over

the loss of lives in the bus
tragedy and announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh for the

next of kin of each deceased
and Rs 50,000 each for the in-
jured.

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
has held that statement of a
witness, including cross-ex-
amination, has to be record-
ed either on the same or the
following day and there
should not be any ground
for adjournment on this.

The apex court, which
was hearing two pleas seek-
ing quashing of bail grant-
ed by the Allahabad High
Court to two persons in a
murder case, was informed
that it took almost three
months to conclude record-

ing of statement of one of
the prosecution witnesses.

"The mandate of law it-
self postulate that examina-
tion-in-chief followed with
cross-examination is to be
recorded either on the same
day or on the day follow-
ing," a bench of justices
Ajay Rastogi and C T
Ravikumar said.

"In other words, there
should not be any ground
for adjournment in record-
ing the examination-in-
chief/cross-examination of
the prosecution witness, as
the case may be," the top

court said in its order
passed on September 30.

The high court, in its two
separate orders passed in
February and March, had
granted bail to the two per-
sons in connection with the
case lodged at Bhadohi dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh for
the alleged offences includ-
ing that of murder.

During the hearing be-
fore the apex court, the
bench was informed that
there are three eye-witness-
es according to the list of
witnesses and charge sheet
has been filed in the case.

Ahmedabad, Oct 08 (PTI): 

The Coast Guard and
Gujarat Anti-Terrorist
Squad have seized heroin
worth Rs 350 crore from a
Pakistani boat off the state
coast and apprehended its
six crew members, officials
said on Saturday. The ICG
and ATS personnel seized
the boat Al Sakar, which had
50 kg heroin on board, in the
Arabian Sea. The operation
was conducted during the
intervening night of Friday

and Saturday, they said. The
boat with six crew members
on board was brought to the
state's Jakhau port for fur-
ther investigation, they
added. A release issued by
the ICG said the joint opera-
tion was carried out during
the intervening night of
October 7 and 8, when a
Pakistani boat was observed
moving suspiciously in
Indian waters, five nautical
miles inside notional
International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) and
40 nautical miles from
Jakhau.

Sitab Diara, Oct 08 (PTI) 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Saturday claimed that
poll strategist-turned-politician
Prashant Kishor had asked him
to merge his JD(U) with the
Congress. Speaking to reporters
in Sitab Diara, the birthplace of
socialist icon Jayaprakash
Narayan, Kumar claimed that
Kishor was working for the BJP.
"He came to meet me recently
of his own accord. I did not
invite him. He speaks so much
but hides the fact that once he
had asked me to merge my party
with the Congress," said Kumar.
The chief minister was respond-
ing to Kishor's claim that he
spurned a recent request by by
Kumar to lead the JD(U).

FATAL MISHAP

12 dead as bus catches
fire after hitting truck
̈ 43 injured

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi expressed grief over

the loss of lives in the bus

tragedy and announced an

ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh for

the next of kin of each

deceased and Rs 50,000

each for the injured. Chief

Minister Eknath Shinde

announced a financial

assistance of Rs 5 lakh to

the families of the dead

and said the medical

expenses of the injured

would be borne by the

state government.

PM expresses grief

Police personnel examine the charred remains of a bus after it hit a truck
and caught fire on Aurangabad Road in Nashik district, Saturday.

‘PK told me 
to merge 

JD-U with Cong’

Surajpur, Oct 08:

Chandni-Biharpur area in
Surjapur area, infamous by
the name 'Kalapani' is
struggling for basic ameni-
ties like road and health
facilities. On Friday one vil-
lager was attacked by a
bear and was seriously
injured. The family mem-
bers carried the victim on
cot for 5 km to reach the
next village. From that place
injured was brought to the
health centre in an ambu-
lance and after primary
treatment was sent to the
district hospital.    
It needs to be mentioned
here, more than a dozen vil-
lages of Biharpur area are
struggling to meet basic
needs like potable water,
power, road and health
facilities. If someone falls ill
in the village is carried on
shoulder by others through
stony road for many kilome-
ters to reach the nearest
health facility. The victim
Bihari Lal Pando(60), resi-
dent of Baijanpath had gone
to his field to oversee the

crops and was attacked by a
bear. As he struggled to
escape from the bear got
profusely injured.
Many schools in this area
run on papers while some
run under the tree. There
are schools which open only
on Independent and
Republic Day. Former collec-
tor Ranbir Sharma along
with his team walked to
reach Baijanpath on
September 17, 2020. He met
the villagers and got
apprised with their problem.
He asked the officials to
prepare proposal under
MNREGA for 2 hand pumps
and anganbadi in Pandopara
along with road and three
bridges.  
RRooaaddss  ssttaarrtteedd  ttoo  bbrreeaakk  ssoooonn
aafftteerr  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  
With the initiative of health
minister at a proposal of
crores a road and bridge
was constructed from
Baijanpath to Khohir but it
is in dilapidated soon after
the completion of construc-
tion work. It is alleged that
the nodal agency Guru
Ghansi Das National Park
area used inferior quality
construction material.    

Villagers carry injured
on cot to hospital

̈ No road in village

Heroin worth Rs 350 cr
seized from Pak boat

̈ Off Gujarat coast S
C
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cross-examination, on same or following day’

W henever it comes
to overall health,

the emphasis is on main-
taining both mental and
physical health. Mental
and physical health are
complementary to each
other as the disorder in
one can affect the health of
the other. Studies have
linked mental health dis-
orders like stress - anxiety
to a number of serious
and chronic diseases such
as heart disease, high
blood pressure, etc. This is
the reason why health ex-
perts say, the body can be
kept healthy and fit only
when you are mentally
healthy.

World Mental Health
Day is observed annually
on 10 October to raise
awareness of mental
health issues around the
world and to organize col-
laborative efforts for men-
tal health. It was first cele-
brated in 1992 by the World
Federation for Mental
Health. Mental disorders

are the leading cause of
health and disability in
the world. According to
the World Health
Organization (WHO), 450
million people suffer from
mental disorders globally.
One in four people in the
world is affected by a men-
tal disorder or neurologi-
cal disorder at some point
in life. Individuals be-
tween the ages of 10 and 19
with mental health prob-
lems account for 16% of
the global disease burden.

The theme of World
Mental Health Day 2022 is
"Make mental health for
all a global priority".
Adolescence and the early
years of adulthood are the
times in life when many
changes occur, for exam-
ple changing schools, leav-
ing home and starting col-
lege, university, or a new
job. For many people these
are exciting times and in
some cases it can be a time
of tension and doubt. The
increasing use of online

technologies with many
benefits has also brought
additional pressure for
people in this age group,
however if it is not recog-
nized and managed, this
stress can lead to mental
illness.

Mental health problems
in adults: Half of all men-
tal illnesses begin by the
age of fourteen, but most
cases go undiagnosed and
treated. Depression is the
third leading cause of dis-
ease burden among adoles-
cents. Suicide is the sec-
ond leading cause of death
among fifteen to twenty-
nine year olds, with
Chhattisgarh having the
highest number of suicide
cases in India. Harmful
use of alcohol and drugs
among adolescents is a
major problem in
Chhattisgarh and leads to
risky behavior such as un-
protected sex or danger-
ous driving. Eating disor-
ders are also a concern. If
left untreated, these condi-

tions affect
children's de-
velopment,
e d u c a t i o n
and ability to
meet life ex-
p e c t a n c i e s
and life pro-
ductivity.

Better un-
derstanding
initiation of
prevention:
India has
about 356 mil-
lion people between the
ages of ten and twenty-
four; India is a country of
youth with about thirty
percent of the youth popu-
lation. Prevention and
management of mental ill-
ness among adolescents
and adults should begin at
an early age by raising
awareness and under-
standing the early warn-
ing signs and symptoms of
mental illness. Parents
and teachers can help chil-
dren and adolescents build
life skills such as social

skills, prob-
lem-solving
skills and
s e l f - c o n f i -
dence to sup-
port them in
coping with
e v e r y d a y
challenges at
home and at
s c h o o l .
E f f o r t s
should be fo-

cused on gen-
erating and

developing resources and
services that help adults
feel empowered and con-
nected. Psychological sup-
port can be provided at
schools and other commu-
nity levels by trained
health workers who can
detect and manage mental
health disorders.
Promoting and protecting
adolescent health benefits
not only adolescent health,
but also society and the
country as it enables
'healthy youth' to con-
tribute more to the work-

force, family and commu-
nity and society.

Lifestyle and mental
health risks: Due to many
messy habits of our daily
routine, mental health is
also getting affected badly.
Increasing physical inac-
tivity among people, exces-
sive use of mobile-social
media (increasing screen
time), lack of sleep, exces-
sive use of drugs, alcohol,
ganja, opium is increasing
in Chhattisgarh due to
which there is a boom in
mental health disorders.
Apart from lifestyle, there
can also be a risk of genet-
ics. All people need to
make mental health a pri-
ority as it is one of the
growing serious problems
globally. If we pay atten-
tion to some things in the
routine, then along with
maintaining mental
health, the risk of many
types of physical problems
due to it can also be re-
duced.

Adequate sleep is essen-

tial not only for physical
health, but also for mental
health. By improving the
quality and duration of
sleep, the risk of disorders
such as stress-anxiety and
depression can be re-
duced. The researchers
found that people with
sleep disorders or sleep
deprivation were found to
have a higher risk of a va-
riety of mental health dis-
orders than those who got
6-8 hours of uninterrupted
sleep a night. People of all
ages, from children to the
elderly, should pay special
attention to getting good
sleep.

The habit of spending
more time on mobile-TV,
laptop or any other type of
screen can cause serious
problems for mental
health. Researchers have
found blue light emitted
from screens to be very
harmful to the normal
functioning of the brain
and hormones. Apart from
this, experts say, try to

spend less time on social
media. The increasing
negativity on social media
can affect your mental
health.

Exercise helps you re-
lieve stress, improve your
mood, do things better, and
get a good night's sleep.
Studies have found that
the habit of regular yoga-
exercise is considered to
be particularly beneficial
in reducing the symptoms
of disorders like depres-
sion and anxiety.
Researchers found that
yoga practices such as
pranayama and medita-
tion can be helpful in
calming the mind, remov-
ing negative thoughts and
reducing the risk of de-
pression. By including
yoga-exercise in the rou-
tine, both mental and
physical health can be
kept better.

Dr Prashant Agarwal
(Psychiatrist), Saubhagya

Complex, Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Prostate
cancer is one of the com-
mon cancer diseases in
men, but most people are
not aware of it. The
chances of prostate can-
cer increase with increas-
ing age. If detected in the
early stages, prostate can-
cer can be prevented from
progressing. Otherwise
prostate cancer can cause
death.

Dr Navin Ram Daruka,
senior urologist,
Arogyam Super
Speciality Hospital &
Research Center, NH-53
Bypass Road Kadambari
Nagar Durg, informed
that the prostate gland is
a walnut-sized gland
which is located just

below the bladder, and
urine comes out through
the middle of it. It is an
important part of the
male reproductive sys-
tem, which helps in keep-
ing the sperm alive.

Dr Daruka added that
the prostate gland devel-
ops in two stages, in the
first stages it develops till
puberty, and in the second
stages it starts growing
after the age of 40, which
is known as BPH. It is
said that the enlarged
gland itself starts press-
ing on the urinary tract,
which causes frequent
urination, weakening of
urine stream, incomplete
urination and burning in
urine, pain etc.

Dr Daruka explained
that the main causes of

prostate cancer are in-
creasing age and family
history of prostate can-
cer. In some cases it has
also been seen in puberty.
So after 40 years, all men
must get PSA checked
every year. There are
many types of diseases in
the prostate gland, of

which infection; BPH,
prostate cancer etc are
prominent.

Symptoms of BPH and
prostate cancer are al-
most the same. There are
some special blood tests
(PSA) and DRE which are
conducted by Urologists
to identify prostate can-
cer. Yet, most of the pa-
tients come in the last
stages due to lack of in-
formation. By then, the
cancer had spread to the
bones.

When prostate cancer
is detected in its early
stages, it can be complete-
ly treated by surgery, but
when detected in the late
stages, prostate cancer
can be stopped from grow-
ing with state-of-the-art
medicines and surgery.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Police
have arrested the princi-
pal of a private school on
charges of molesting the
girl students. The victims
had made a complaint to
the District Education
Officer as well as the
District Police against the
Principal. The 37-year-old
accused used to call the
girls alone in his office,
tough them inappropriate-
ly and even kiss and talk
dirty.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that the accused
is identified as K Anand
Kumar (37) son of
Williams, a resident of
Shanti Nagar, Bhilai. He
works as Principal of St
Xaviers School, Smriti
Nagar, Bhilai. Some girl

students of the school had
made a complaint against
him that he calls them
alone to his cabin and mo-
lests them.

Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, ASP
(IUCAW) Meeta Pawar and
CSP (Bhilai Nagar) super-
vised the legal proceedings

and ensured speedy action
on the part of Supela
Police Station.

The accused has been
booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in sec-
tions 354 of IPC and
Section 8 of POCSO Act.
He was produced before
the court and has been sent
to jail on judicial remand.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Town
Services Department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
along with the members of
the Sector 06A Shop own-
ers association carried out
a cleanliness drive under
the special cleanliness
drive 2.0 under 'Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav' in Sector-
06A Market on Saturday.

Under this campaign, a
cleanliness drive was con-
ducted under the guid-
ance of MM Gadre, ED (P
& A) by the Sector 06A
Shop owners association
and other senior officials.

SV Nandanwar, CGM
(TSD & CSR), S Praharaj,
GM (TSD), Dinesh Kumar,
GM (Electrical), Jacob
Kurian, GM (LA & PR),
Shikha Dubey, GM

(Education), Prashant
Tiwari, GM (PR), Soumik
Dey, DGM (L & A), Dr
Naveen Kumar Jain, DGM
(Horticulture), AK
Chauhan, DGM
(Electrical), Rajendra
Prasad, GM (Education),
along with other officers
of the plant and Sector-

06A Market Shop owners
association, Vinod
Upadhyay, President,
Sector-06A Market Shop
owners association,
Naresh Vaswani, General
Secretary, Pankaj Jain,
Uttam Jain, Himanshu,
Ashish Jaiswal, Mukesh,
Vishal Soni along with

shopkeepers and mem-
bers of Shops of Sector-
06A market were present
on the occasion.

It may be noted that
Special Cleanliness Drive
2.0 is being carried out in
various departments and
areas of the plant. Apart
from regular cleaning,

this special cleanliness
drive 2.0 has been started.
In this, cleaning is being
done under this campaign
in various departments of
the Plant's Medical and
Health services depart-
ment, Mines, Town
Service department and
Plant premises.

Three apprehended for 
assault on homeless person

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Police
have arrested three per-
sons on charges of assault-
ing a mentally challenged
person in village Khopli of
Machandur Chowki area.
The accused were arrested
on the basis of the video
footage of the incident.
Later they confessed to
have committed the crime.

It needs to be mentioned
here that on suspicion of
being child-lifters, a men-
tally challenged homeless
person was beaten up by
some persons at village
Khopli on October 06. On
information, a police
party reached the spot and
rescued the victim.

He was brought to the

Police Station and there-
after taken to the hospital
for medical examination.
After examination,
Doctors opined that the

victim was mentally chal-
lenged. Accordingly, Police
are seeking permission
from the Executive
Magistrate to admit the

victim at Mental Health
Hospital in Sendri,
Bilaspur.

Police lodged an FIR
under sections 294, 506,
323, 34 of IPC against the
accused identified as
Bhemendra alias Bhola
Chandrakar (37) son of
Bhushan Lal Chandrakar;
Vikas Banjare (20) son of
Gajanand Banjare and
Karan Narang (33) son of
Govind Narang, all resi-
dents of village Khopli.
Police urged the common
people to immediately in-
form the police if they find
any suspicious person.
Police further appealed to
all citizens not to over-
react on rumours of child-
lifting and do not take law
into their own hands.

Karm Shiromani awards
given in RSM department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Karm
Shiromani awards were
given away in the Rail and
Structural Mill of SAIL -
Bhilai Steel Plant for ex-
emplary work by employ-
ees. Dinesh Singh Dilliwar
(Senior Crane operator)
and D Vallabh Rao, Senior
OCT were given the Karm
Shiromani awards.

Pankaj Puri, GM, M K
Sahu, GM, Sudipto
Chhatopadhyay, GM and
other senior officials were
present on the occasion.

Employees are short-
listed for this award for
innovations, better re-
source utilisation, follow-
ing Safety standards etc.
at the workplace. The

awardees shared that
such awards act as a
morale booster and in-
spire them to contribute
more to the department.

A certificate, memento,
letter of appreciation and

a sweet packet were given
to Karm Shiromani
awardees by Sameer
Singh, GM (RSM). He ap-
preciated the contribu-
tion of the awardees to
their department.

Samayla Ansari,
Assistant Manager
(Personnel) compered the
programme while
Jasbeer Singh supported
in organising the pro-
gramme.
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Special Cleanliness Drive 2.0 
conducted at Sector 6 market

Private school principal held 
for molesting girl students 

Awareness is essential for prevention
of prostate cancer: Dr Daruka

Dr Navin Ram Daruka

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 08: Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer Rohit Vyas
took charge as
Commissioner of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation on
Friday. The officers and
workers of BMC accorded
a warm welcome to the
new Commissioner with
flower bouquets.

On the next day,
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
chaired a meeting and
thoroughly reviewed the
government and depart-
mental works. IAS Rohit
Vyas is the 22nd
Commissioner of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.
He received charge from
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar who has been
transferred to Durg
Municipal Corporation.

After assuming the

charge, Commissioner
Vyas chaired a meeting of
departmental officers and
reviewed the status of reg-
ularization of illegal con-
structions, Godhan Nyay
Yojana, C Mart, Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club, Atmanand
English Medium School,
Chief Minister Urban
Slum Health Scheme,
Mitan Yojna, Krishna
Kunj Yojna, approval of

colony development, SHG
oriented schemes, condi-
tion of dilapidated roads,
etc.

He sought information
from the officials on
Dhanwantri scheme, in-
formation about city sani-
tation and drinking water
supply, direct building per-
mit system, progress of
National Urban
Livelihood Mission, ongo-

ing Chhattisgarhia
Olympic Games, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana and
water harvesting etc. In
the review meeting, the
Municipal Commissioner
said that the departmental
and nodal officers should
monitor their work prop-
erly so that the benefits of
civic services can reach
the last person.

A d d i t i o n a l
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Superintending
Engineer Deepak Joshi
and BK Devangan, Deputy
Commissioner Ramakant
Sahu, Zone
Commissioners of BMC,
Executive Engineer,
Health Officer, Building
Permission Officer,
Accounts Officer, Nodal
Officers, Assistant
Engineer and Department
Heads and others were
present in the meeting.

Rohit Vyas takes charge as BMC Commissioner

Special analysis on mental disease and prevention

Dr Prashant Agrawal
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Dahria  attends swearing-in ceremony 

Raipur, Oct 08: State
Urban Administration and
Development Minister Dr
Shivkumar Dahria attend-
ed the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of the newly elected of-
fice bearers of Sahu com-
munity organised at
Badgaon in Raipur district
here. On this occasion, he
inaugurated the building of
Sahu Community in
Badgaon built at a cost of
about 6.50 lakh and admin-
istered oath to the newly
elected office bearers.

In the program, Dr.
Dahria while congratulat-
ing the office bearers of
Sahu community said that
with the coordinated ef-
forts of all, Sahu
Community will be able to
develop progressively. He
said that it is a matter of
happiness that Sahu
Community is moving

ahead on the path shown by
devotee Mata Karma. The
whole life of devotee Mata
Karma, her ideals are ex-
emplary not only for the
Sahu community but for
the whole society.

Dr. Dahria said that
Bhakt Mata Karma, the
adored deity of Sahu
Community, inspires us to
accept her high ideals with
the sacred spirit of “Mansa
Vacha Karmana” and
make them practical. He
said that the significance of
any social organisation de-

pends on how much it is
promoting social harmony.
The scale of progress and
development of any society
is judged by the education-
al level of the social
brethren. Society needs to
pay more attention towards
education.

Minister Dr. Dahria said
that about 242 social build-
ings have been built at dif-
ferent places of Arang
block, which includes
about 62 buildings of
Sahu’s social buildings.
With the construction of

community buildings for
all communities, it will be
convenient to do social
work. In Chhattisgarh,
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, many public wel-
fare  schemes are being run
by the state government. In
order to take advantage of
these schemes, there
should be an initiative on
the part of the society. A
large number of people,
public representatives and
citizens of the society were
present in the programme.

Three nabbed practicing
online cricket ‘satta’

Raipur, Oct 08: Three
youths have been arrested
on charges of providing
online cricket ‘satta’ in
Telibandha area here on
Saturday. The police got
tip from an informer and
nabbed two with 1 Vivo
company’s mobile one and
one Intel company’s key-
pad mobile, cash of Rs
2000 and 1 number Sony
company’s laptop and
‘satta-patti’ written on a
piece of a paper.

As per information in
this regard, the

Telibandha police got in-
formation that two youths
are practicing online
cricket ‘satta’ and on
reaching the site nabbed
Panju Sajida S/o
Lakhimal Sajida, (42), R/o
Telibandha gali No. 6 and
Manoj Chawla, S/o Nanak
Ram Chawla (42), R/o
Ravigram Telibandha and
Piku Amlani S/o Srichand
Amlani (31), R/o New
Rajendra Nagar Amlidih
thana.

The police nabbed all
three along with the above
gadgets and mobile and
cash worth total of Rs
45,530. The police has filed
case against all three and
taken the matter under in-
vestigation.

CM inaugurates exhibition of products made by RIPA in state

Raipur, Oct 08: An exhibi-
tion of the products manu-
factured by numerous Rural
Industrial Parks (RIPA’s) of

the state has been put up by
the Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
in the  two-day Collector
and SP conference organ-
ized at New Circuit House
in the capital Raipur. This
exhibition has been put up
with the purpose of inspir-
ing the collectors and the
chief executive officers of

different  district panchay-
ats to witness the different
varieties of products manu-
factured by different dis-
tricts RIPA’s and Gauthans
and to and take inspiration
from each other’s products
and to create a better atmos-
phere of production and
marketing. The exhibition
was inaugurated by the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today.

This exhibition has a di-
verse variety of products
like milk products, spices,
scented incense sticks, LED
bulbs from Mahasamund
district and soap, cookies,
and candles from Raipur dis-
trict, Kosa silk sarees, kurtis,
salwar suit cloth  from

Janjgir-Champa. Coconut
cold press oil, tikhur milk
shake and spices from
Kondagaon, ragi, spices, bell
metal products of Bastar
have also been displayed
here.

Products manufactured
from banana fiber by
Bemetara district, ragi cook-
ies, dry fruits, pickles, manu-
factured by Dantewada,
paint made from cow dung,
plastic bags for packing ver-
micompost have been pre-
pared by Kanker Gauthans
are also exhibited here.
Collectors and other officials
of all the districts observed
and appreciated the local
products made by different
districts.

Competition for Best
Eco Club on Oct 11, 12

Raipur, Oct 08: Two-day
‘Eco Bal Mela’ will be or-
ganised on Oct 11 and 12
by Chhattisgarh
E n v i r o n m e n t
Conservation Board
(CECB) I order to select
the best three Eco Club
Schools. In this pro-
gramme of School chil-
dren starting at 11:00 am
on Oct 11, the children
from all over the state will
be given education about
the environment and
along with this competi-
tions in speech, creative
writing, one-the-spot-
painting will be organ-
ised.

In the prize distribution
programme to be held on
Oct 12, Minister for

Climate Change, Forest
and Housing Mohammed
Akbar will be the chief
guest and will present the
prizes to top three Eco
Clubs. The first prize of
state level Eco Club will
be of Rs 15000; second of
Rs 10000 and third of Rs
7000 and consolation
prizes and trophies too
will be presented.

The school taking part
in this competition will
also put up one stall of its
own and in which exhibi-
tion on different environ-
mental subjects by school
children will be put on
display. On this occasion
CECB will also display an
exhibition on e-waste and
plastic waste.

PM-WANI Wi-Fi Inaugurated in AIIMS Raipur

Raipur, Oct 08: All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Raipur has in-

augurated PM-WANI Wi-
Fi service at Registration
counters in the Hospital

premise. The service will
be free of cost for the first
time user up-to 150 mb
data usage. New facility
will be beneficial for the
almost 6000 patients and
their relatives visiting
the hospital every day.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director said
that the new facility will
enable visitors to the hos-
pital to take on-line ap-
pointments, and down-
load medical reports

through an app. ‘It has
been introduced as a pilot
project under Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav, and it
can be extended to entire
hospital and hostels at
Tatibandh Campus and
at Kabir Nagar campus
respectively. Bandwidth
available can be used by
the 500 users at a time
with an effective range of
500 feet around the cen-
tral dome registration
counters, he said.

Anshuman Gupta,
Deputy Director
(Admin.) informed that
first time users will get
150 mb data free of cost.
Thereafter, they have to
recharge their plans.
Plans are very cheap with
as low as 20 GB data avail-
able for three days only at
10 Rs. It can be used
through an app. It will
soon be extended to the

whole hospital campus,
he informed. The pro-
gram is graced by Dean
(Academics) Prof. Alok
Agrawal, IT Programmer
Varun Pandey and other
faculty members and offi-
cers.

125 toppers of Classes 10, 12
Board exams get chopper ride 

Raipur, Oct 08: At least
125 meritorious students
of Classes 10 and 12 board
examinations in
Chhattisgarh were felici-
tated and rewarded with a
helicopter ride in Raipur
on Saturday, an official
said.

The state and district-
wise toppers of Classes 10
and 12 board examina-
tions were given joyrides
in a seven-seater helicop-
ter in keeping with the an-
nouncement made by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the public rela-
tions officer said.

This is for the first time
that toppers of board ex-
aminations were being fe-
licitated in such a unique
manner, he said. A felicita-
tion programme was or-
ganised at Police Parade

Ground here, the official
said.

Earlier in May, the chief
minister had announced
that the top 10 meritorious
students of Classes 10 and
12 board examinations
will be rewarded with a
helicopter ride.

Expressing gratitude,
Varsha Dewangan of
Raipur, who bagged the
first rank in Raipur and
10th place in Chhattisgarh
in the Class 12 board ex-

amination, said she was
very excited during the
ride and it was like a
dream come true.

“It was a great pleasure
and memorable moment
for me to get a helicopter
ride, as the place where I
come from does not even
have proper road connec-
tivity and other facilities,”
said Devanand Kameti, a
meritorious student of
Class 10 from Naxalite-hit
Narayanpur district.

State should have visible policing: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0088:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel instructed
Collectors and SPs of all the
districts to maintain a close
watch on security and peace.
Speaking at the two-day
Collector and SP conference at
New Circuit House in Raipur
today he stressed the need for
visible policing in prevention of
crimes. The conference is
being attended by the Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief Secretary
Subrat Sahoo, DGP Ashok
Juneja, Divisional
Commissioner, IG Police, and
Collectors and SPs from each
and every district.

Chhattisgarh’s DGP Ashok
Juneja gave a briefing on the
state’s crime scenario to the
Chief Minister in the beginning
of the conference. The Chief
Minister received a thorough
update from Juneja about the
actions taken against chit fund
businesses. It is important to
note that Chief Minister Baghel
places a high premium on
returning investors  money
from chit funds. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, however,
expressed disappointment
with the tardy response in chit
fund cases and ordered to take
immediate action against the
chit fund businesses. The Chief
Minister instructed chit fund

businesses to pursue court-
ordered attachment of proper-
ties in other states as soon as
possible in these situations. It
is important to note that a sum
of roughly Rs.40 crore has been

refunded to the investors as a
result of the state govern-
ment’s efforts in pursuing
tough action against the chit
fund organisations.

The Chief Minister gave

instruction, saying that a strict
watch should be kept on drugs
entering the state coming from
nearby states, and their smug-
gling should be stopped. The
Chief Minister highlighted the
need for close coordination
with the neighbouring  states
at every level in order for the
police to take rigorous action
against the narcotics network.
The Chief Minister further
instructed him to make sure
that he intervenes at the
source of such cases, not only
in violent incidents brought on
by intoxicant use, but also to
address the root of drug addic-
tion.

He sternly questioned why
alcohol is so widely accessible
in each district. According to
the Chief Minister, strict meas-
ures must be made to ensure
that alcohol should not be
available. The Chief Minister
further instructed the SPs of all
the districts to take the hardest
possible action against inter-
net gambling during review
meeting.

Chief Minister Baghel gave
the police strict instructions to
deal with crimes involving
women and children while
reviewing the prevention of
crimes against women.
According to him, victims of
crimes against Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
should receive help payments
right away, and any instances
of knife-pelting should be han-
dled immediately. He gave the
SPs of all the districts instruc-
tions to adopt a zero-tolerance
approach to offenders and
ensure that similar occur-
rences should not occur. The
Chief Minister also instructed
all district SPs to concentrate
on visible policing and advised
all SPs to go on night patrol by
themselves. In order to combat
crimes against women, the
state would shortly begin with
women- PCR vehicles for
patrol. Everyone has been
given instructions by the chief
minister to exercise caution in
order to maintain state’s peace
and order.

LIGHT DECORATION

Masjids have been beautifully decorated with colourful lights for the Eid-a-Milad tomorrow.

Presides over two-
day Collector-SP
conference

‘Ensure all arrangements for paddy purchase’
RRaaiippuurr:: CM Bhupesh Baghel directed all the District Collectors
to keep all preparations ready for paddy purchase on MSP for
Khariff marketing year 2022-23. CM made it clear to all that
the farmers should not face any problems in selling of their
paddy. He said that since paddy purchase is going to start from
Nov 1 this year, therefore all preparations be made well in
advance. This year there are chances of purchase of 1.10 cr
MT paddy from farmers and in such situation necessary facil-
ities nd availability of gunny bags be made in all the paddy
purchase centres.

Ensure proper facility for 
sending dead bodies: CM

OOff  ddeecceeaasseedd  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  tthheeiirr  hhoommeess  wwiitthh  rreessppeecctt

RRaaiippuurr::  CM Bhupesh Baghel has given instructions to ensure
the availability of sufficient vehicles to take the dead bodies of
deceased persons during treatment in Government hospitals
to their homes with respect. Instructions have been issued on
this matter by the CM Baghel to all the district Collectors. In
the issued instructions, it has been specified that all district
Collectors after coordinating with Health Department and
Non-governmental Organizations should make a provision for
sufficient numbers of vehicles so that the dead bodies of the
deceased persons can be sent to their respective homes. 

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director inaugurated PM-WANI wi-fi facility at AIIMS, Raipur.

Products made by
different districts
RIPA’s displayed
under one roof

Mobile phones,
goods, worth 
Rs  45000 seized

CS took meeting of state-level UDIC 

Raipur, Oct 08: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
took the meeting of State
Level Unique
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n
Committee (UDIC) at
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhawan). He has instruct-
ed the officials of the
Department of School
Education to work out a
strategy to do biometric
updation in Aadhaar for
children up to the age of 5
years and the Department
of Women and Child
Development (W&CDD) for
the children above the age
of 5 to 15 years.

Chief Secretary Jain in-

quired about the current
status of Aadhaar registra-
tion and updation, provid-
ing benefits of necessary
government schemes to cit-
izens through Aadhaar in
the state. Jain told the offi-
cials of Unique
Identification Authority of
India and CHIP that paddy
is to be procured in the
state from November 1.
Demographic and docu-
ment updation can be done
in the Aadhaar card of
farmers by organising

camps in paddy procure-
ment centers also. In the
meeting, the Chief
Secretary felicitated the op-
erators for their  excellent
work in Aadhaar updation.

On this occasion, Deputy
Director General of
Unique Identification
Authority of India
Regional Office,
Hyderabad Mrs. P.
Sangeeta and Secretary,
Department of School
Education, Dr. S.
Bharathidasan were pres-

ent. Along with this, offi-
cers of other departments
including Panchayat and
Rural Development,
Electronics and
Information Technology,
Women and Child
Development, Social
Welfare, Revenue, Food,
Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection,
National Informatics
Center and officials of
Identification Authority of
India participated through
video conferencing.

Issues Instructions
to W&CDD, School
Education Deptt to
update biometric in
Aadhaar

Of newly elected
office bearers of
Sahu community

During inauguration
of Sahu Samaj
Bhavan in Badgaon

Banking awareness held among the villager 

Bijapur, Oct 07:
Employment Day was or-
gainsed on 7 October 2022
to give information about
the works to be started
and approved works at
the panchayat level, be-
sides the provisions for
the job card holder
labourers under
Mahatma Gandhi
NREGA scheme and the
guidelines and advice of
the government issued
from time to time.

On this day, informa-

tion about the wage rate
of Rs 204 was also given
in the gram panchayats,
and if there is any com-
plaint related to payment
of wages to the laborers,
necessary action was
taken to redress those
complaints.

In the Gram
Panchayats, applications
for seeking employment
were received, as well as
the problems related to
the bank account of the

job card holder family
were resolved. The rea-
sons and solutions were
also explained to the
workers for not getting
the amount of MNREGA
scheme in the account.

The beneficiaries were
apprised about the  rea-
sons and solutions for not
getting their amount of
MNREGA scheme credit-
ed in the accounts of
workers and were asked
to meet  up the demands.

Bhim Singh holds meeting with CCCI, Trade Associations

Raipur, Oct 08:
Commercial Tax (GST)
Commissioner  Bhim
Singh held a meeting with
the presidents and mem-
bers of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries (CCCI), Iron
and Steel Manufacturers
Association, Cement
M a n u f a c t u r e r s
Association and Floor Mill
Association to increase tax
revenue in the state. He
also discussed the chal-
lenges of GST tax revenue
collection from the repre-
sentatives of the trade
unions and sought sugges-

tions for better tax collec-
tion. Singh said in the
meeting that in the current
financial year 2022-23,
there is a target of collect-
ing tax of Rs 16 thousand
crore in the state. So far
this year, tax collection of
more than eight thousand
crore rupees has been done
by the department.
Expressing concern over
the tax collection for the
last July, August and
September, he said that
this time the revenue col-
lection has been seriously
affected as compared to

last year. He urged the
trade unions to cooperate
to increase tax collection.

Commercial Tax
Commissioner, Bhim
Singh informed in the
meeting that a total of Rs.
1.74 lakh traders are regis-
tered under GST in
Chhattisgarh. Out of these,
the number of traders with
a turnover of more than
five crore rupees is 13,300.
The number of business-
men with composition is
34000d. There are 75,600
traders in the state who
submit monthly statement.

Chhattisgarh has 601 busi-
nessmen per one lakh pop-
ulation, while in neighbor-
ing Madhya Pradesh it is
638. Singh told the officials
of the Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries and
M a n u f a c t u r e r s
Associations that it has be-
come necessary to increase
the tax revenue to compen-
sate the loss to the state due
to the closure of the provi-
sion of compensation for
five years in the GST sys-
tem, in order to conduct
the development works of
public interest smoothly.
Amar Parwani, Chairman,
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce, while drawing
the attention of the depart-
ment to the various provi-
sions of GST, suggested
that the principle of “Ease
of Doing Business” and
“Minimum Government
Maximum Governance”

should be followed, so that
there should be fairness in
the business community.
Along with making the tax
system simple and easy, he
suggested rationalization
of tax rates and urged to re-
store all the suspended reg-
istrations. In the meeting,
office bearer of floor mill
union Mr. Dharam
Agarwal, representative of
Century Cement,
Additional Commissioner
of Commercial Tax
Department Mr. T.L. Dhruv,
Joint Commissioner of
Raipur Division, Ms. Sonal
Khanduja and Ms. Neelima
Tigga, CCCI General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttam Golcha,
Working President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Agarwal and
many office bearers of var-
ious trade associations
were present.

Three accused arrested in murder case
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  OOcctt  0088:: Under
Parpa police station area of
??the district, Parpa police
was successful in solving the
mystery of the dead body
found in suspicious condition
and the murder incident below
the culvert between Lamani
and Sargipal on October 5.
Parpa police have arrested 3
accused of murder Narvinder
Singh Bajwa, Sher Singh
Sumer and 1 minor boy.

According to the informa-
tion received from the police,
in the morning of Sept 5, a
dead body was found under
the culvert between Lamani
and Sargipal. During investiga-
tion in the case, the said body
was identified as that of
Satwant Singh alias Monu
Brar. On the basis of the post-
mortem report of the dead
body and circumstantial evi-
dence, the said man was found
to have been murdered. In the

case of murder, an offense
under section 302, 201 IPC
was registered for murder
against unknown accused in
the police station Parpa.

During the investigation, on
the basis of circumstantial evi-
dence, the friends of the
deceased Satwant alias Monu,
Narvinder Singh Bajwa, Sher
Singh Sumer and 1 juvenile
were found to be involved in
the crime. On interrogation in
the case, he has admitted to
killing the deceased Satwant
Singh alias Monu Brar on
October 4. According to the
accused of murder, on
October 4, Narvinder Bajwa,
Sher Singh Sumer and the

juvenile took the deceased
Satwant Singh towards
Sargipal in the name of drink-
ing alcohol. In Sargipal, there
was a dispute among them-
selves regarding the transac-
tion of loan amount of Rs 5000.
After this, Satwant was
attacked on the head by the
accused Narvinder Bajwa,
Sher Singh Sumer and the
juvenile boy with the key of
the motor cycle, and strangled
to death. After the murder, the
body was thrown down the
culvert between Sargipal and
Lamani for the purpose of hid-
ing it. After the confession of
accused Narvinder Singh
Bajwa, Sher Singh Sumer and
minor boy in the case, the
accused have been arrested
and sent to the court on judi-
cial remand. After taking prop-
er action against the juvenile
child, has been referred to
Juvenile Justice Board.

Paddy will be purchased from Nov 1 as announced by CM

Raipur, Oct 08: As per the
announcement of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
paddy procurement will
start in the state from
November 1. In the upcom-
ing Kharif marketing year
2022-23, a meeting of the
Cabinet Sub-Committee
was held on Friday for the

purchase of paddy from the
registered farmers of the
state at support price.

In the meeting chaired by
Food Minister, Amarjit
Bhagat, the availability of
sufficient gunny bags for
registration of farmers,
paddy procurement and
custom milling in the com-

ing Kharif year was dis-
cussed. In the meeting of
the cabinet sub-committee,
the availability of gunny
bags was emphasized on
priority during the discus-
sion on preparations in re-
spect of all levels including
paddy procurement centers
in line with the target of 110

lakh metric tonnes of
paddy procurement in the
state. It is noteworthy that
as per the announcement of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, this year paddy will
be procured from the farm-
ers of the state from
November 1. For this, regu-
lar review is also being
done by taking meetings of
the officials of the con-
cerned departments. It is
worth mentioning that the
Public Distribution System,
for the availability of suffi-
cient quantity of gunny
bags, along with the supply
of gunny bags received
from central agencies for
easy purchase of paddy
from farmers last year, by

purchasing gunny bags
from millers and farmers
and buying paddy gunny
bags at support price. Since
this year paddy is to be pro-
cured from November 1.
Intensive preparation is
being done by the depart-
ment for this. Availability
of gunny bags is also being
ensured. All necessary
preparations are being
made so that there is no
problem in buying paddy
easily from the farmers.
Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry Minister,
Ravindra Choubey and
Higher Education Minister,
Umesh Patel were present
in the cabinet sub-commit-
tee meeting.

Knowledge, dedication necessary
to attain God: Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today attended ‘Krishna
Bhakt Charitra’ pro-
gramme of Motivational

Speaker and Spiritual
Speaker Jaya Kishoriji or-
ganized by Swayam
Siddha Foundation at
Sardar Balbir Singh
Juneja Indoor Stadium in
Raipur.

A devotee can attain god
when he dedicates with
knowledge, Chief
Minister Baghel said on
this occasion. According
to him dedication is im-
portant in every field. He
glorified the devotion of

the devotee through a
short story.

The Chief Minister
praised the ‘Krishna
Bhakt Charitra Katha’
being presented by spiri-
tual speaker Jaya Kishori
ji through melodious
music. The Chief
Minister was honored
with presentation of a
Tulsi plant by Swayam
Siddha Foundation. A
large number of devotees
including Industries

Minister Kawasi Lakhma,
founder of Swayam
Siddha Foundation
Anupama Tripathi were
present on the occasion.

According to Chief
Minister ‘Gita’ is the
greatest gift of Lord
Krishna. When Ved Vyas
ji was not satisfied with
the composition of the
Gita, he described
Krishna Bal Leela. The
Chief Minister said that
every mother sees the
form of Krishna in her
child. Mother calls her
child as ‘Lallan’ and
‘Kanha’.

Motivational speaker
Jaya Kishori began her
address with melodious
music and chanting of
mantras. According to her
‘satsangis’ never get disap-
pointed. There is happi-
ness in dedication. A devo-
tee can see God with ex-
pectation. Therefore the
devotee’s hope never ends.

People will now get free facility of test and
treatment in their locality: Singhdeo

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 08: State
Health and Family
Welfare Minister T.S.
Singhdeo inaugurated the
state’s first Hamar clinic
at Godhanpur on
Thursday by cutting the
ribbon. Health and
Wellness Center has been
set up by CGMSC at
Godhanpur in Ambikapur
where Hamar Clinic will
be operated. In the Hamar
Clinic, 12 types of treat-
ment facilities and 6 types
of pathology tests will be
available free of cost to the
people in the form of OPD.
Other medical staff in-
cluding a doctor will be
available in the OPD of
Hamar Clinic. On this oc-
casion, the Health
Minister inspected the
OPD, drug store room, lab-

oratory and doctor’s resi-
dence in the newly con-
structed building. During
the inspection, he took de-
tailed information about
the medicine and the ma-
chine.

On this occasion, Mr.
Singhdeo said that Hamar
Clinic is an ambitious
scheme of the state gov-
ernment, in which now
people will get free check-
up and treatment facility
in their own locality. Only

OPD facility will be avail-
able in Hamar Clinic.

If needed for admission,
they will be referred to the
district hospital or med-
ical college. He said that
now people will not have
to go to major hospitals to
get tested and treated for
common ailments. This
will save people from hav-
ing to queue for hours by
going to major hospitals.
Apart from the facility of
blood test available in

Hamar Clinic, if other
tests are required, then
the sample will be sent to
the higher lab and the in-
formation will be sent to
the patient’s mobile.
Singhdeo said that the
Hamar Clinic scheme is
being launched in both
urban and rural areas.

Health Minister  T.S.
Singhdeo got his blood
tested at the inauguration
of Hamar Clinic. It is note-
worthy that along with
Hamar Hospital across
the state, Hamar Clinics
are being constructed
with the aim of providing
better medical facilities to
the people in urban and
rural areas in less time at
a shorter distance. In the
year 2021-22 and 2022-23, 8
Hamar clinics have been
approved in the district.
Funds are being provided
by the Finance
Commission for other
arrangements including
building construction to
cost of medicines, salaries
of doctors and staff.

‘State policy for senior citizens
is need of hour’

Raipur, Oct 08: “What I
see here is not a Congress
of old, frail people. Rather
I see a conglomeration of
energetic, smart, sensitive
individuals, who are dedi-
cated to a larger cause. A
cause to make the society
a better, secured and safe
place for its senior citizens
and I thank Helpage India
for organizing this, for in-
stilling hope among the
senior citizens,” said
Sandeep Nirankari,
Mayor representative,
Bhilai, while addressing at
the special program held
in “Syan Sadan” to com-
memorate the
International Day for
Older Persons, 2022. The
program was held jointly
by Helpage India Raipur
and Bhilai Varishtha
Nagarik Mahasangh,
Bhilai. Nirankari was
present as the special
guest on the occasion
along with President of

Mahasangh Purushottam
Sahu.

On this occasion, a
strong case was made for
increasing the pension for
senior citizens and intro-
duction of State Policy for
Senior Citizens, twin caus-
es for which Helpage India
Chhattisgarh has been ad-
vocating for the last two
d e c a d e s .
The program began with
lighting of the traditional
lamp and Rajya Geet. The
guests were invited on the
dais and welcomed by
General Secretary of
Bhilai Varishtha Nagrik

Mahasangh Gajanand
Sahu. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Subhankar
Biswas, State Head,
Chhattisgarh said that,
“Helpage has been rally-
ing behind the twin causes
of increasing the monthly
pension for the senior citi-
zens and introduction of a
State Policy for the senior
citizens of the state.
Research has proved that
90% of the senior citizens
are thriving below poverty
line, have no pensions, and
are not supported by their
families. As a result, these
men women are depend-

ent on the state for their
wellbeing and livelihood.
The existing Oldage
Pension is just Rs 350 per
month which is a measly
amount and hardly suffi-
cient.

Helpage India’s pro-
gram “When I am 75” was
also inaugurated in this
program. The members of
the Mahasangh along with
a huge number of guests
were felicitated with
‘Shawl’ and ‘Khadi Suit’.
The program ended with
Yoga by women members
of the Mahasangh. Also
present on the occasion
were Vice President of the
Mahasangh Archana
Murle, General Secretary
Gajanand Sahu and
Treasurer M L Kashyap.
Helpage India’s Ajay
Singh, State Program
manager, Kingshuk Saha,
Manager (RM), Amit
Bhaumik, Help Desk
AIIMS were present.

CM inaugurates tamarind 
processing plant in Dhuragaon

Jagdalpur, Oct 07: CM
Bhupesh Baghel on Friday
inaugurated the tamarind
processing plant estab-
lished in Dhuragaon of
Lohandiguda development
block falling under Bastar
district.

Baghel inspected the
processing plant and took
information regarding the

operation and capacity of
the unit and the required
human resources.
Expressing happiness
over the establishment of
this processing unit, he
said that this will expand
the scope of investment in
the industrial sector here.
He said that processing of
local forest produce and

agricultural produce is
necessary here for employ-
ment generation and the
establishment of this
plant is a major achieve-
ment in this direction.

Plant operator Karthik
Kapoor said that this plant
has the capacity to manu-
facture 10 metric tonnes of
tamarind pulp, 5 metric

tonnes of tamarind chap-
ati, and 3 metric tonnes of
tamarind seed powder per
day. Spread over an area of
2 acres, the plant is well-
equipped with all the nec-
essary machinery and
modern facilities. The
plant also has a food labo-
ratory. Strict adherence to
all the norms of FSSAI
will be ensured here. The
plant is fully automatic
with a manual mode oper-
ation option as well for
power backup and to en-
sure uninterrupted manu-
facturing.

Industries and District
in-charge Minister Kawasi
Lakhma, MP Deepak Baij,
Handicrafts Development
Board Chairman Chandan
Kashyap, MLA Rajman
Benzam, CCF Mohammad
Shahid, Collector
Chandan Kumar along
with public representa-
tives were present on the
occasion.
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Health Minister
inaugurates state’s
first Hamar clinic

Attends pro-
gramme of
Motivational and
Spiritual Speaker
Jaya Kishori 

Target to buy 110
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy from farmers

Decision to ensure
availability of suffi-
cient gunny bags to
buy paddy easily
from farmers

To increase revenue
collection

Rs 16000 cr tax 
collection target in
the current 
financial year

Related to bank
account 

Employment Day
organised in gram
Panchayats



Dongargaon gets 3 Star
rating, ODF+ certificate

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Oct 08: The
Nagar Panchayat
Dongargaon has been
ranked 6th for best per-
formance in 'Swachchata'
in the Swachchata
Sarvekshan by the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs recently. It is
notable here that every
year Ministry of Housing
and  Urban Affairs GoI
holds 'Swachchata
Sarvekshan' and under this
as per different standards
of sanitation and cleanli-
ness, the states and cities
are given different ranking.
Under 'Swachch
Sarvekshan-2022', the city
got 3 Star rating and also
ODF+ certificate. The city
got this achievement due to
honest working on cleanli-
ness by the sanitary em-
ployees working under
leadership of Sanitary
Supervisor Golu Ragde and
Swachchata didis of Nagar
Panchayat Dongargaon.

It was under guidance of

Nagar Panchayat
President Heera Nishad,
V-P Lalit Lodha and ward
corporators, there are 26
'swachchata didis', '13 rick-
shaws', 2 e-rickshaws, 3
mini-tipper which are col-
lecting and segregation of
waste door-to-door. At the
same time, 39 'safai
karmis' are involved in
regular cleaning of drains,
cleaning of streets and lift-
ing of waste from different
corners of the wards and
other sanitation works,
which is continuing in city
as on date.

Among the 108 urban
bodies, the Nagar
Panchayat Dongargaon
rank was 6th and in the
zonal rank it stood 6th
among 130 urban bodies.
CMO Bhopesh Singh has
expressed gratitude to-
wards all the citizens of
city for the cooperation
and hoped that they would
continue to pass on the
support to maintain and
do even better than this
ranking.

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Oct 08:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel's initiative to eradi-
cate malnutrition has com-
pleted more than 3 years
since Chief Minister
Suposhan Abhiyan started
on 2 October 2019 in
Chhattisgarh.

The campaign has yield-
ed positive results and
work is being done in the
entire area of
Mahasamund district by
making an action plan to
eliminate malnutrition and
anemia from the root.
Officers and employees of
the District Administration
and Women and Child
Development Department
are playing an important
role in this program.

In Mahamasund dis-
trict, and 1795 Anganwadi
center has been approved
under Women and Child

Development,out of which
nutrition gardens have
been developed in more

than 700 anganwadi cen-
ters. Under Suposhan
Abhiyan, vegetables are

also being used by prepar-
ing Suposhan Vatika in
Anganwadi centers of the
district. In the year 2021,
50 nutrition gardens have
been approved from the
District Mineral Trust
fund to be developed in
Gauthan areas adjoining
Anganwadi centers.

The objective of
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan was set to reduce
malnutrition in children
and to reduce anemia in
women and adolescent
girls. Various activities
are being organized to
achieve the target of re-
ducing malnutrition in
the Chief Minister's
Suposhan Abhiyan, apart
from personal cleanliness,
health check-up, anti-
worm medicines were
given by the Anganwadi
workers and health work-
ers by visiting the house
regularly.

38th Corps ITBP organizes bhandara

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Oct 08: In
Manth village, Raipur
38th Battalion of Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
Force (ITBF), under the
direction of Shripal
Senani, 38th Corps, on
04/10/2022, on the occa-
sion of Navami a bhan-
dara was organized, in
which  Mudpar, Asonda,
Tulsi and Manth villages
located around the
Vahini campus were also

duly invited to participate.

On this occasion,
Sanjeev Ratan, Deputy
Fighter/GD, in his mes-
sage conveyed his best
wishes to all the vil-
lagers and Himveers
and wished everyone a
happy life and was told
that such events would
create a sense of broth-
erhood and harmony in
the society. Many vil-
lagers and Jawans of the
Force took part in 
the program.

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Oct 08:
Under the guidance of
Collector Doman Singh,
Chhattisgarh Olympics
Meet and sports events are
being organized across the
district. The Collector has
given instructions to the of-
ficers for the systematic op-
eration of these sports pro-
grams.

The enthusiasm and
spirit of the children,
youth and every section of
the district is visible here
and youth teams are partic-
ipating in these games with
tremendous energy. Good
arrangements were made
for sports in the develop-
ment block of the district.

MLA Chhani Sahu today
inaugurated the
Chhattisgarhi Olympics in

village Bharritola B of
Chhuria development
block. At the same time, the
Chairman of the State
Youth Commission,
Jitendra Mudaliar inaugu-
rated it at village Tedesara.

Mayor Hema Deshmukh
inaugurated Chhattisgarh
Olympics today at Thakur
Pyare Lal School Ground.
Collector Shri Doman

Singh rewarded the
winners in village
Bortalao of
Dongargarh block.

Along with the
Municipal Corporation,
the public representa-
tives in all the urban
bodies and all the devel-
opment blocks inaugu-
rated the program.
Public representatives,
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Dr.

Ashutosh Chaturvedi, SDM
Shri Arun Verma and
other officers were present
in the program. Bada,
Typhari, Khurmi, Gujiya
and a series of
Chhattisgarhi dishes were
distributed during the pro-
gramme.

Under the Chhattisgarh
Olympic Action Plan,
sports competitions are

being held in two cate-
gories. In this, party and
single category have been
determined according to
the sports disciplines.

The party category in-
cludes Chhattisgarhi
sports disciplines such as
Gilli Danda, Pittool,
Sankhali, Langdi Run,
Kabaddi, Kho-Kho,
Rossaksi and Banti
(Kancha). The singles cate-
gory includes Billas, Fugdi,
Gedi Run, Bhanwara, 100m
Run and Long Jump.

The Chhattisgarh
Olympic Games will be
organized at 6 levels - Six
levels have been deter-
mined for the
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Games. According to
this, firstly at the level of
rural and urban areas,
the games will be organ-

ized in the Rajiv Gandhi
Yuva Mitan Club by knock-
out method.

The second level is the
zone which will have a club
consisting of eight Rajiv
Yuva Mitan clubs. At the
third level, sports competi-
tions will be organized at
the development block and
urban cluster level, district,
division and finally at the
state level. Both men and
women are participating in
these competitions.

Havan concludes on Maha Ashtami 
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Oct 08: On the
auspicious occasion of
Sharadiya Navratri,
Havan Pujan continued
till late evening in Goddess
temples and Durga
Pandals on Maha Ashtami
and devotees in large num-
bers offered offerings in
the Havan Kund amidst
chanting.On the occasion
of Maha Ashtami, Havan
Pujan program was held
in Mata Kali Maa,
Ghatoria Rani, Maa
Gayatri Mandir, from the
city to the rural areas as
well and the deities were
adorned in black on the
auspicious occasion.

It is noteworthy that
Sharadiya Navratri has
started on September 26
with the installation of
Ghat in Goddess temples
and the installation of
Durga idols in Durga
Pandals. This year
Navratri festival lasted for
9 days and Panchami festi-
val was celebrated on 30th
September. Vijayadashami
festival will be celebrated
on Wednesday and after
Navaratri, tremendous en-
thusiasm is being seen
among the people to cele-
brate Vijayadashami festi-
val and people of Ravana
Dahan Samiti are engaged
in its preparation which is
in full swing.

Avoid getting trapped 
in digital fraud: DC

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Oct 08: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh has appealed to
the general public to avoid
digital fraud and has also
instructed officials to safe-
guard the general public to
make people aware in this
direction in tribal domi-
nated district Korea.

He has appealed that in
today's digital era, the
whole world has turned
into a global village, this
has made the daily life of
the people easier, and
along with it cases like dig-
ital fraud have also in-
creased.

In the past, incidents
like demand of money
from subordinate officers-
employees from fake
Facebook IDs of IAS offi-

cers have come to the fore,
which is part of digital
fraud, he said.

Giving instruction he
asked the public to be care-
ful when asking for money
in the name of an acquain-
tance on social media like
Facebook or WhatsApp.

He also said that if a
person calls on behalf of

the bank to update PAN or
Aadhar card, ask for ATM
number, ATM PIN, OTP or
passcode associated with
the application, saying
that the ATM is closed,
then be careful.

Beware of such false
calls or messages and pro-
tect yourself from cyber
frauds, the Collector said.

Girl gang-raped twice, four held
Central Chronicle News

Chirmiri, Oct 08: A 15-
year-old girl was allegedly
gangraped twice in two
different districts of
Chhattisgarh, police said
on Friday. A total of six
persons, including a 22-
year-old woman, have
been named as accused in
the two cases and four of
them were arrested on
Friday, said an official.

Cases were registered at
Chirmiri police station in
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur (MCB) district
on Thursday. As per the
complainant, the accused
woman befriended her
four months ago and took
her to a hotel in Bilaspur

where three men raped
her. Later, two other men
raped her at a roadside
eatery in Chirmiri, the girl
told police.

After the girl and her
mother approached police
on Thursday, two cases
were lodged under sec-
tions 363 (kidnapping),
366A (procuration of
minor girl), 376D (gang
rape) of the IPC and provi-
sions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act.

Some media reports
claimed that one of the ac-
cused was a Youth
Congress leader. But the
youth wing of the ruling
Congress denied that he
was its office bearer.
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About the 
incident

As per the com-
plainant, the accused
woman befriended her
four months ago and
took her to a hotel in
Bilaspur where three
men raped her. Later,
two other men raped
her at a roadside eatery
in Chirmiri, the girl
told police. Some media
reports claimed that
one of the accused was
a Youth Congress
leader. But the youth
wing of the ruling
Congress denied that he
was its office bearer.

Traditional games are settled in 
the folk life of Ch’garh: DC

Suposhan Abhiyan gets positive results

In the recent ‘Swachchata Sarvekshan’ list
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‘BJP destroying lives 
of Delhiites via LG’

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI) 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Saturday hit out at the
BJP and Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena, say-
ing the saffron party is de-
stroying the lives of people
of the national capital
through LG. Kejriwal’s re-
marks came after Saxena
in a letter accused
Kejriwal and his ministers
of running away from
their constitutional duties
and responsibility of gov-
ernance in Delhi.

Saxena has also accused
the chief minister and his
associates of levelling
false allegations and
spreading them through

social media causing “ir-
reparable loss” to the peo-
ple they targeted.

In a cheeky reply to
Saxena’s letter, Kejriwal in
a tweet on Saturday said,
“Another love letter has
come.” He also accused the
LG of destroying the lives
of people in Delhi. “BJP is

hell bent on destroying the
lives of the people of Delhi
through LG. Every day
these people make a fuss
about something or the
other. I assure Delhiites
that as long as this son of
yours is alive, don’t worry.
I won’t let any harm come
to you,” Kejriwal said in
another tweet in Hindi.

Earlier too Kejriwal had
taken a dig at the LG in a
tweet saying he is scolded
by Saxena more than he is
scolded by his wife.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia also react-
ed to the LG’s letter, saying
that it was being done due
to Kejriwal and Aam
Aadmi Party’s growing
popularity in Gujarat.

Man thrusts rod into kin’s mouth

Idukki (Ker), Oct 08 (PTI) 

A 25-year-old tribal
youth was killed by his rel-
ative, who thrust an iron
rod into the victim’s
mouth following a quarrel
with him over a family
property at a village near
here, police said on
Saturday.

What began as an argu-
ment over a property dis-
pute on Friday night, esca-
lated into an altercation
between the victim, identi-
fied as Ramesh and his rel-
ative Suresh, the assailant.

Under the influence of al-
cohol, the accused hit
Ramesh with a rod and in-
serted it into the victim’s
mouth.

Later, the accused fled
the scene, and police per-
sonnel launched a search
for him and when he was
spotted at a nearby forest
area, they arrested him,
police said. The accused
“confessed” to the crime
during interrogation, they
said. The crime occurred
when Ramesh reached the
house of the accused and
“picked up a fight” with
him. “According to the ac-
cused, there had been a
dispute between the duo
over a property.

Uddhav faction to start
‘Mahaprabodhan Yatra’ 

Thane, Oct 08 (PTI) 

The Uddhav Thackeray
faction of the Shiv Sena will
begin its mass outreach pro-
gramme titled
‘Mahaprabodhan Yatra’ on
Sunday from Thane, the
stronghold of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, whose rebellion
brought down the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government
in June. The programme

comprises a series of rallies
across the state to garner
support of the people and
highlight their issues and
also boost the spirit of
workers, Sena leader
Chintamani Kharkhanis
told reporters on Saturday.

Incidentally, the posters
of the yatra, with the slogan
‘Aapla Maharashtra,
Mahaan Maharashtra’ will
have images of both party
founder late Bal Thackeray
and Thane strongman later
Anand Dighe, just like the
publicity material used by
the Shinde camp.

Brain dead ex-BSF jawan donates organs 

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI) 

The family of a 52-year-
old ex-BSF jawan who was
declared brain dead at the
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
here donated his organs,
offering a new lease of life
to three people.

While Rakesh Kumar’s
one kidney was used at the
AIIMS Delhi itself, the
other was sent for a pa-
tient at the Safdarjung
hospital. His heart was
transplanted in a patient
at the Army’s Research
and Referral (RR)
Hospital.

Kumar, a native of
Firozabad, had suffered a
fall while carrying out
some electricity repairs at
his home on October 3. He
was rushed to a local trau-
ma centre which referred
him to the AIIMS, a doctor
said. Kumar was admitted
to AIIMS Trauma Centre
early on October 4 and was
operated upon. He was de-
clared brain dead on
October 6, the doctor
added.

His family was coun-
selled for donating the or-
gans and they agreed.

“His heart was trans-
planted in a patient at the
Army RR Hospital on
Friday. His one kidney
went to a patient at

Safdarjung hospital while
his other kidney was used
at AIIMS. Both his
corneas have been pre-
served for transplant in
the coming weeks,” the
doctor said, adding the
liver was not found to be
suitable for transplanta-
tion. According to the doc-
tor, Kumar’s nephew, who
is a junior resident in the
Emergency Medicine de-
partment at AIIMS
Trauma Centre, played a
crucial role in convincing
the family for organ dona-
tion. “Since April 2022, a
total of 13 donations have
happened at trauma cen-
ter of AIIMS, Delhi (high-
est ever number at AIIMS,
Delhi) since 1994. The en-

tire team at JPN Apex
trauma center is working
together and has made
major changes in brain
death certification and
organ procurement
processes leading to sus-
tained increased numbers
now,” the doctor added.

The organ procurement
services at AIIMS Trauma
Centre is led by Professor
of Neurosurgery, Dr
Deepak Gupta.

Nearly one person dies
in road traffic accident
every three minutes in
India currently (1,50,000
deaths per year) but only
700 organ donations hap-
pen each year. Awareness
about organ donation is
the need of hour, he said.

Rain chokes roads in Delhi

New Delhi, Oct 08 (PTI) 

A decent pour in the na-
tional capital on Saturday
gave the public a first taste
of the upcoming winter,
but also led to waterlog-
ging at several places in
the city.

Anand Vihar,
Wazirabad, the road
stretch between INA and
AIIMS, Mehrauli-

Badarpur Road,
Tughlakabad, Sangam
Vihar, Kirari, Rohtak
Road, Vikas Marg, near
Zakhira, Najafgarh,
Mahipalpur, and
Rangpuri, were among
several places which wit-
nessed waterlogging, civic
and PWD authorities said.

People conveyed their
pain to authorities by post-
ing pictures of the water-

logged spots on social
media.

“Delhi gets flooded even
with slightest of rain fol-
lowed by long traffic
snarls. The authorities
should come up with a
concrete plan to ensure
there is no waterlogging in
city areas,” said Junaid
Alam, a resident of Kirari
in Outer Delhi.

Prabhakar Kumar, an
urban planning expert at
Rudrabhishek Enterprises
Ltd said that to enable free
flow of rainwater, it is re-
quired to have integrated
drainage system.

“Improper integration
of the drainage system es-
pecially near the flyovers
or the underpasses or in
densely populated areas
makes the situation worse.
Drains mainly along the
roads, flyovers and under-
passes should be corrected
in a way that the slope of
the roads matches the
drains,” he said.

‘NE, Assam marched ahead
in 8 years of BJP rule’

Guwahati, Oct 08 (PTI) 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday as-
serted that Assam and the
Northeastern region
marched ahead on the path
of peace and development
during the eight years of
BJP rule under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Seventy years of
Congress rule since
Independence had pushed
the Northeast region to vio-
lence and anarchy while
during the last eight years,
Modi’s leadership helped
the region join with the
mainstream, Shah claimed
after inaugurating the
party’s newly constructed
state office in the Assam
capital.

‘’During the Congress
regime, there was no peace,
development, or growth and
even the culture of the re-

gion suffered. But, between
2014 and 2022, it is our good
fortune that the Prime
Minister has taken the re-
gion to greater heights of
development. Modiji is like
a great banyan tree under
whose shade, the region is

on its path of fulfilling the
development goals set by
him’’, he said.

The Union minister
claimed that as a student ac-
tivist he had come to the
state several times during
the Assam agitation against
illegal infiltrators, and ‘’on
many occasions was severe-
ly beaten up under the di-
rectives of the then
Congress chief minister
Hiteswar Saikia’.

The BJP government has
established peace in Assam
with 9,000 people laying
down arms, he said.

The prime minister has
trebled the budget for the
NE region, which has ush-
ered in infrastructural de-
velopment in all sectors, the
senior BJP leader said.

The number of militants
in the state was as high as
8,700 during 2006-14 while

violence claimed the lives

of 500 security personnel in
the same period, Shah said.

However, the number of
militants came down to 250
and 127 security personnel
lost their lives due to vio-
lence between 2014 and 2022.

‘’Rahul baba (referring to
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi) just talks about
completely removing the
Armed Forces Special
Powers Act (AFSPA) which
is mere rhetoric but the BJP
government has created an
atmosphere in the region
leading to the revocation of
the Act from 60 per cent of
the region where it was ear-
lier applicable’’, he said.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma is working
under the guidance of the
Prime Minister to establish
permanent peace and ‘’the
day is not far when the Act
will be removed from the
entire region’’, Shah said.

DIWALI SALE

Vendors selling earthen lamps wait for customers ahead of the ‘Karva Chauth’ and

‘Diwali’ festival, in Jammu, Saturday.

BRIEF

Watery grave
 Saharanpur: A man

drowned in a pond
while fishing here, po-
lice said on Saturday.
Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Suraj
Rai said, “One
Kanwar Pal of
Gadewra village
under Fatehpur police
station area had gone
to a nearby pond for
fishing on Friday. He
fell into the pond and
drowned.”

Bus fire
 Nashik: A state-run

transport bus caught
fire in Vani in
Maharashtra’s
Nashik district on
Saturday afternoon,
though no one was in-
jured in the incident
as all 33 passengers
alighted safely, an offi-
cial said. The blaze
took place near the
toll plaza in
Saptashring Garh and
the likely cause seems
to be a short-circuit,
the official added.

Arrested 
 Chandigarh: A gang-

ster was arrested after
he tried to escape by
hiding in the fields fol-
lowing an encounter
with police in a village
in the Batala area, offi-
cials said on Saturday.
Senior
Superintendent of
Police, Batala,
Satinder Singh said he
opened several rounds
of fire at the police
party and was injured
when cops returned
fire. Gangster
Ranjodh Singh has
been arrested near
Gurdaspur. Two pis-
tols have been seized
from him, he said.

Suicide
 Banda: A man al-

legedly ended his life
after hanging himself
from a tree near
Risaura village under
Naraini police station
area here, police said.
Nitin Kumar, Circle
Officer (CO) of
Naraini area said on
Saturday morning, in-
formation was re-
ceived that a man had
committed suicide by
hanging himself by a
roadside tree near
Risoura petrol pump
on Banda Road.

CM Nitish Kumar pays
tributes to Loknayak
Jaiprakash Narayan on
his death anniversary, in
Patna, Saturday. 

Hyderabad, Oct 08: 

Navratna PSE NMDC
in association with
Santhigiri, the renowned
spiritual center, celebrat-
ed the benefits of India’s
age-old tradition of
Ayurveda at its Head
Office in Hyderabad on
Friday.

Participating in the
Government’s ‘Har Din,
Har Ghar Ayurveda’ ini-
tiative from October 3-9,
2022, NMDC invited
Swami Pranavashudhan
Jnana Thapaswi from
Santhigiri to address
NMDC employees. The in-
teractive session was fol-
lowed by a health camp

for senior citizens.
The Ministry of Ayush

has declared the period
from 2022 to 2047 as
Ayurveda ka Amritkaal.
NMDC has always put em-
ployee well-being at the
Centre of its operations,
reflected in our patronage
of Fit India, Hyderabad
Marathon, Yoga and in

Friday’s ‘Ayurveda for
Senior Citizens’.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Swami ji said, “The
recent health crisis has
highlighted the impor-
tance of a balanced
lifestyle and diet for a
healthy and productive
life. This wisdom is at the
core of the Indian System
of Medicine practiced
through generations and
increasingly recognised
for its deep knowledge of
nature and the human
body - consisting in
Ayurveda of five ele-
ments. If Health is
Wealth, Ayurveda is a
treasure and it is our re-
sponsibility to tell this to
the world.”

NMDC celebrates ‘Ayurveda
for Senior Citizens’ 

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah addresses a public
meeting at Khanapara
ground in Guwahati,
Saturday.

Vehicles wade through the waterlogged Delhi-Gurugram
Expressway service road after heavy rains, in Gurugram,
Saturday. 

 Saves 3 lives

From Shinde
stronghold Thane

 Killed over property
dispute

Arvind Kejriwal



SOMALIA FAMINE

Huts made of branches and cloth provide shelter to Somalis displaced by drought on the outskirts outskirts of
Dollow, Somalia. Somalia is in the midst of the worst drought anyone there can remember. A rare famine declara-
tion could be made within weeks. Climate change and fallout from the war in Ukraine are in part to blame.
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Tokyo, Oct 08 (AP):

A United Nations
human rights expert
urged Japan’s govern-
ment on Friday to provide
evacuees from the
Fukushima nuclear plant
disaster with more sup-
port, including housing,
jobs and other needs, re-
gardless of whether they
fled forcibly or not.

Wrapping up an inves-
tigation of the evacuees’

human rights conditions,
Cecilia Jimenez-Damary
said Japan has adequate
laws to protect internally
displaced people. They in-
clude a nuclear disaster
compensation law that re-
quires the plant operator,
Tokyo Electric Power

Company Holdings, to
cover damages, and other
government-led revital-
ization and reconstruc-
tion programs. But she
said they have not been ef-
fectively used to address
the vulnerability of the
evacuees.

UN expert says Japan should do more for Fukushima evacuees

United Nations, Oct 08 (PTI):

A key meeting of the UN
Security Council Counter-
Terrorism Committee in
Mumbai later this month
will be a “tribute and state-
ment” to the horrific 26/11
terror attacks and members
of the powerful UN organ
will place a wreath in memo-
ry of the victims of the at-
tack, Committee Chair
Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj has said.

India is currently the
Chair of the UN Security
Council Counter-Terrorism
Committee for the year 2022
and will host diplomats of
the 15-nation UN body along
with other member states for
a special meeting in Mumbai
and New Delhi on October
28-29 to focus on new and
emerging technologies.

India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Kamboj, in her capacity as
Chair of the Security
Council Counter-Terrorism
Committee, told reporters at
a press briefing on Friday
that the “very fact that the
Special Committee is also
meeting in Mumbai, that in
itself will be a tribute and a
statement to the horrific in-
cident that happened in
Mumbai,” referring to the

2008 Mumbai terror attacks
carried out by Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba that
killed more than 160 people.

She said Committee mem-
bers will also place a memo-
rial wreath at the “very spot
where this incident hap-
pened in tribute and in me-
morial.”

India’s two-year tenure
as an elected non-perma-
nent member of the 15-na-
tion UN Security Council
will end in December this
year. India will also preside
as President of the power-
ful UN organ in December.

Current members of the
Security Council are
Albania, Brazil, Gabon,
Ghana, India, Ireland,
Kenya, Mexico, Norway
and UAE, along with five
permanent members
China, France, Russia, the
UK and the US. When
asked at the press briefing
about participation from
other UN member states in
the special meeting,
Kamboj said “there’s a very
sizable number.”

“It’s going to be a very
healthy corpus because...
terrorism is no longer an
issue faced by any particu-
lar country. It is a transna-
tional issue,” she said,
adding that it needs joint ef-
forts and “that is precisely
why I think this special
meeting is evincing a huge
amount of interest.”

Kamboj was joined by
the Director and Chief of
Technical Expertise and

Research Branch of the
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee Executive
Directorate (CTED) David
Scharia and Legal Officer
and the CTED Coordinator
for Information and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Technologies (ICT) Jennifer
Bramlette at the briefing.

Key UNSC counter-terrorism
committee meeting in Mumbai

Seoul, Oct 08 (AP):

North Korea warned
Saturday the U.S. rede-
ployment of an aircraft
carrier near the Korean
Peninsula is causing a
“considerably huge nega-
tive splash” in regional se-
curity, as it defended its
recent missile tests as a
“righteous reaction” to in-
timidating military drills
between its rivals.

The North Korean
Defence Ministry state-
ment came a day after the
nuclear-powered aircraft
carrier USS Ronald
Reagan began a new
round of naval drills with
South Korean warships
off the peninsula’s east
coast. The Reagan and its
battle group returned to
the area after North
Korea fired a powerful
missile over Japan earlier
this week to protest the
carrier group’s previous
training with South
Korea.

The Reagan’s redeploy-
ment is “an event of con-
siderably huge negative
splash to the regional situ-
ation,” an unidentified
spokesman at the North
Korean Defence Ministry
said in remarks carried
by state media. “The
armed forces of (North
Korea) is seriously ap-
proaching the extremely
worrisome development
of the present situation.”

He also called the
Reagan’s return “a sort of
military bluffing” to issue
a warning over North
Korea’s “righteous reac-
tion” to “the extremely
provocative and threaten-
ing joint military drills of
the U.S. and South Korea.”

North Korea regards
U.S.-South Korean mili-
tary exercises as an inva-
sion rehearsal and is espe-
cially sensitive if such
drills involve U.S. strate-
gic assets like an aircraft
carrier. North Korea has
argued it was forced to

pursue a nuclear weapons
program to cope with U.S.
nuclear threats. U.S. and
South Korean officials
have repeatedly said they
have no intentions of at-
tacking the North.

In the past two weeks,
North Korea has fired 10
ballistic missiles into the
sea in five launch events,
adding to its record-break-
ing pace of weapons tests
this year. The recent
weapons tests include a
nuclear-capable missile
that flew over Japan for
the first time in five years
and demonstrated a range
to strike the U.S. Pacific
territory of Guam and be-
yond.

Earlier this year, North
Korea tested other nu-
clear-capable ballistic
missiles that place the
U.S. mainland and its al-
lies South Korea and
Japan within striking dis-
tance. North Korea’s test-
ing spree indicates its
leader, Kim Jong Un, has

no intention of resuming
diplomacy with the U.S.
and wants to focus on ex-
panding his weapons ar-
senal. But some experts
say Kim would eventually
aim to use his advanced
nuclear program to wrest
greater outside conces-
sions, such as the recogni-
tion of North Korea as a
legitimate nuclear state,
which Kim thinks is es-
sential in getting crip-
pling U.N. sanctions on
his country lifted.

The Reagan carrier
group’s latest training
with the South Korean
navy is to end on
Saturday.

South Korean officials
recently said North Korea
was also prepared to test a
new liquid-fueled inter-
continental ballistic mis-
sile and a submarine-
launched ballistic missile
while maintaining readi-
ness to perform its first
underground nuclear test
since 2017.

North Korea says US carrier’s return aggravates tensions

Islamabad, Oct 08 (PTI):

Pakistan Army chief
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa on Saturday asked
the country’s future mili-
tary officers to “respect”
the democratic institu-
tions and not to get “dis-
tracted’ by fake news and
political wrangling.

Addressing a passing
out parade at the presti-
gious Pakistan Military
Academy (PMA), he told
the cadets that they
should “respect the demo-
cratic institutions and be
ready to defend the terri-
torial integrity, sovereign-
ty and constitution of
Pakistan with your life.”

In what could possibly
be his last address at the
prestigious Academy in
Kakul as he is set to retire
by the end of November,
the 61-year-old Chief of

Army Staff (COAS) ad-
vised the cadets that as
good soldiers they must
always remain focused on
their jobs and don’t get
distracted by “fake news
and political wrangling”
in the country.

The powerful army,
which has ruled the coup-
prone country for more
than half of its 75-plus
years of existence, has
hitherto wielded consid-
erable power in the mat-
ters of security and for-
eign policy.

“My dear cadets, you
are entering the service
when the challenges fac-
ing the country are com-
plex and multifaceted
hence your responsibili-
ties are far greater and
more demanding than
that of your predeces-
sors,” he said.

The Army chief, who

had expressed his support
for democracy on many
occasions, asked the pass-
ing out cadets that they
should respect the elected
institutions of the coun-
try. “Always remain pre-
pared and alert to respond
and defeat all intrigues
and conspiracies hatched
against our country with
an iron fist,” he said.

Bajwa also emphatical-
ly stated that the armed
forces with the support of
the citizens would never
allow any country, group
or force to politically or
economically destabilise
Pakistan.

Bajwa’s remarks came
in the wake of former pre-
mier Imran Khan making
anti-military statements.

Bajwa has held the top
post of the Pakistan
Army for six years. He
was initially appointed in

2016, but after three years
of tenure, the then gov-
ernment of Imran Khan
in 2019 extended his serv-
ice for another three
years. The appointment of
the Army chief is the sole
prerogative of the prime
minister. The upcoming
appointment of a new
Army chief is in the head-
lines for all the wrong rea-
sons. When Khan was in
power, the Opposition ac-
cused him of trying to
bring an Army chief of
his choice, who could sup-
port his alleged agenda of
victimising opposition
leaders.

Since he lost power, the
equation has changed and
now Khan is saying that
the coalition government
wants to install an Army
head of its choice to pro-
tect looted wealth and
steal general elections.

Pak Army chief Gen Bajwa calls for
‘respect’ for democratic institutions

Kyiv, Oct 08 (AP):

Russia concentrated at-
tacks Friday in its increas-
ingly troubled invasion of
Ukraine on areas it illegal-
ly annexed as the death
toll from earlier missile
strikes on apartment
buildings in the southern
city of Zaporizhzhia rose
to 12.

In a rebuke to Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and his conduct of
Europe’s worst armed con-
flict since World War II,

the Norwegian Nobel
Committee awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize to
human rights organisa-
tions in his country and
Ukraine, and to an activist
jailed in Russia’s ally
Belarus.

Berit Reiss-Andersen,
the committee’s chair, said
the honour went to “three
outstanding champions of
human rights, democracy
and peaceful coexistence.”

Putin this week illegally
claimed four regions of
Ukraine as Russian terri-

tory, including the
Zaporizhzhia region that
is home to Europe’s
largest nuclear power
plant, whose reactors
were shut down last
month.

Fighting near the
R u s s i a n - o c c u p i e d
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant has alarmed
the U.N.’s atomic energy
watchdog, which on
Friday doubled to four the
number of its inspectors
monitoring plant safe-
guards. An accident there
could release 10 times
more potentially lethal ra-
diation than the world’s
worst nuclear disaster at
Chernobyl in Ukraine 36
years ago, Ukrainian
Environmental Protection
Minister Ruslan Strilets
said Friday.

“The situation with the
occupation, shelling, and
mining of the Chernobyl
and Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plants by Russian
troops is causing conse-
quences that will have a
global character,” Strilets
told The Associated Press.

The city of
Zaporizhzhia is located 53
kilometers (33 miles) away

from the nuclear plant as
a crow flies and remains
under Ukrainian control.
To cement Russia’s claim
to the region, Russian
forces bombarded the city
with S-300 missiles on
Thursday, with more at-
tacks reported Friday.

Ukrainian authorities
said the death toll from
the strikes on apartment
buildings rose to 12 on
Friday, while another 12
people wounded in the
bombardment remained
hospitalised.

Missiles also struck the
city overnight, wounding
one person, Zaporizhzhia
Gov. Oleksandr Starukh
said. Russia also used
Iranian-made Shahed-136
drones there for the first
time and damaged two in-
frastructure facilities, he
said.

With its army losing
ground to a Ukrainian
counteroffensive in the
south and east, Russia has
deployed unmanned, dis-
posable Iranian-made
drones that are cheaper
and less sophisticated
than missiles but still can
damage targets on the
ground.

Russia strikes annexed area;
More bodies found in Kharkiv

Smoke rises following a Russian shelling in Kharkiv,
Ukraine, early Saturday, Oct. 8. A series of explosions have
rocked the eastern Ukraine city of Kharkiv, sending tower-
ing plumes of illuminated smoke in the sky and triggering
a series of secondary explosions.

A ‘tribute and state-
ment’ to horrific
26/11 attacks: Amb
Kamboj

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

I n India, acid has often been used as a weapon against women who
have turned down advances by men. It has been estimated that

around a thousand of women suffer acid attack per year in India. Acid at-
tacks are seen as one of the most vicious crimes as it causes perpetual suf-
fering to the victim. The daily reporting of incidents of Acid attacks on
women clearly shows that the male perpetrators disfigure women as a
form of revenge. They get hold of the corrosive chemical without difficulty,
and have little fear of the law. The victims die a hundred deaths. Such acid
attacks have brought the focus back on the need for effective monitoring
and regulation. With acids being available in the market, for purposes
ranging from painting, use in car batteries, in de-weeding and as floor-
cleaning substances, they easily fall in the hands of those who want to
wreak vengeance. The male perpetrators disfigure women as a form of re-
venge.Here the criminal is successful in hiding his identity by covering his
face during the crime. This is the reason why there has been tremendous
increase in this heinous crime in recent times. Perhaps the most dangerous
thing about acid attacks is the fear that they create. With just a few rupees,
anyone can buy a weapon that can ruin another person's life in just a few
seconds. Part of the reason is that acid is cheap and widely available. Many
Indians use concentrated acid to sterilize their kitchens and bathrooms, as
Americans would use bleach. A concrete sign of progress in law-making
has been the recent ordinance on violence against women, which, among
other provisions, included two new sections in the Indian Penal Code
(Sections 326A, which prescribes a minimum of 10 years and a maximum
of life imprisonment for deadly acid attacks that leave the victims griev-
ously injured and causing severe permanent or partial damage and disabili-
ty, and Section 326B that makes plans and attempts to fling acid on anoth-
er punishable with a jail term of between five and seven years with fine).
Besides, Section 326A also envisages a fine that can go up to Rs. 10 lakh
and the amount should go to the victim. In many cases, the victims were
poor and did not have the means to take up their cases in court. Just the
regulation of acid sales is, however, not enough. While there are scores of
factories manufacturing acid without a licence, illegal sales of the deadly
liquid are quite commonplace too. The Centre has said that acid will be
treated as poison. The buyers of acid will now have to produce identity
proof, residential proof along with contact number and the purpose of pur-
chase. The Centre also said that acid sold through retailers will be not
strong enough to corrode human body. Moreover, the perpetrators of acid
attacks, among the most heinous of crimes, deserve the severest punish-
ment. It is necessary to impart and inculcate moral values and streamline
the police and prosecuting agencies. Leaders cutting across party affilia-
tions should show the requisite political will, courage and conviction to deal
ruthlessly with crimes against women. Instead of preaching always now it is
time to awake and do something for ourselves and for society otherwise
such incident will be continued and we all here to repent after that. Only ho-
listic education system and moral upliftment can bring the change in the so-
ciety for this burning gender-sensitive issues.  Moreover, the attacks leave
the victims in a state of shock and in hospital for months, which helps the
accused to either escape or manipulate the law, he says. Experts say that
the biggest challenge for an acid attack victim is meeting the medical ex-
penses, as they need multiple surgeries, and rehabilitation could take years
or even decades. Such attacks in particular constitute is an act of animal-
ism, brutality and cruelty and degradation of human society which deserves
maximum punishment beyond forgiveness, but when the victim or the vic-
tim's family stand before the law the punishment meted out to the accused
is often inconsistent with the gravity of the offence committed. Though the
number of acid attacks have risen in recent times, the women can’t sit at
home due to fear of such attacks. She needs to be cautious and aware.
Compensation should be given to the victim as soon as possible so that she
could proceed with her treatment properly. Media can also play an active
role in curbing acid attacks by highlighting every bit of the story where a
woman has been a victim of an acid attack. There is an immense need to
come out with legal measures and medical reforms by our government to
help these victims. Men who commit these crimes are usually spurned suit-
ors who want to avenge their rejection. The men should be punished so
badly that no one will ever think of attempting to ruin a girl's life. Don’t we
think that there are many strict laws against acid attacks in India but its un-
fortunate of our country  that most of them remain only in paper ?
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Will tarnish image
It is shocking that 66 chil-

dren have died in the Gambia
following the intake of syrup
manufactured by a Haryana-
based pharmaceutical compa-
ny. The cough syrup contained
‘unacceptable’ levels of dieth-
ylene glycol and ethylene gly-
col which can cause severe
damage to kidneys. India is
one of the leading exporters of
medicines. PM Modi recently
stressed that Indian drugs had
earned the world’s trust and
that India could be called the
‘pharmacy to the world’.
However, such negative re-
ports on the quality and safety
of our medicines will be a
massive blow to the country’s
image as a source of cheap
generic drugs to the world.

Balbir Singh Kakkar,
by mail

Protect jobs
Industrial units facing clo-

sure might render a huge
number of people jobless.
India has two most polluted
cities — New Delhi and
Kolkata — on the list of top 10
most-polluted cities in the
world. The Centre and state
governments should provide
subsidies, rebate in GST and
other taxes, provide moratori-
um in the recovery of loans
and should extend the dead-
line. The government should
allot land to shift the units.
Long-term planning under
some authority is crucial.
This NCR model may be fol-
lowed by other industrial
cities in future. It is a welcome
and necessary step to min-
imise pollution through fossil
and traditional fuels, but jobs
should be saved by allocating
sufficient funds and relax-
ations to the units, previously
affected by the Covid lock-
down.

Dilwar Ali Meerak,
by mail

The era of 5G 
networking 

As soon as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched the
5G network in our country at
the 6th edition of India Mobile
Congress, an era of high-
speed mobile network systems
begins in our country. And the
dream of millions of people
comes true. We dream of a
progressive nation where
most of our work should be
performed through artificial
intelligence. It could be possi-
ble only when we can avail of
the benefit of high-speed in-
ternet facilities in every cor-
ner of the country. It's happy
to note that 5G services will
begin in the country by the
end of this year or the begin-
ning of next year. If so, then
the scenario of global technol-
ogy will completely change
with the introduction of artifi-
cial intelligence and the
Internet of things. It will
bring a revolution or remark-
able or dramatic change in all
sectors, like industry, medical
or health, education, agricul-
ture, banking, transportation
or communication, defence,
etc. Everywhere artificial in-
telligence is being largely or
widely used.

Indrajit Sarma, by mail
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Air Force personnel, wearing a new pattern of combat uniform, perform a march-past during 90th anniversary celebrations 
of Indian Air Force (IAF), at the Air Force Station in Chandigarh, Saturday, Oct. 8.

90TH AIR FORCE DAY

S hashi Tharoor  is a brave man. He doesn’t mind being lynched by his
own party men. The 9500 delegates eligible to vote will overwhelm-

ingly vote Mallikarjun Kharge, whose honour it is to be the Gandhi family’s
undeclared candidate. Tharoor goes into the fight with this special handi-
cap. Kharge Vs. Tharoor and Tharoor has no chance worth quoting.
Kharge’s proposers include an array of the “rebel” G-23 Congress leaders.
Also, Saturday October 1, Kharge submitted his resignation from the LOP,
Rajya Sabha, post to Sonia Gandhi. If that doesn’t ensure that the grand old
party remains stuck in its self-inflicted rut, what will? The yearly attrition
of Congress presidents was laid to rest by the Nehru-Gandhi family years
ago with no regrets. The highest tenure record is in the name of Sonia
Gandhi--20+2 years. Ironically, this was the constant Rahul Gandhi wanted
broken. “No more Gandhi for Congress president” was a Rahul Gandhi tem-
plate. The assumption was that without a Gandhi at the helm, the Congress
will turn a new leaf with a non-Gandhi at the helm. The “bada payd” -men-
tioned by Rajiv Gandhi after Indira Gandhi’s assassination – will rejuvenate
from the grassroots. That, however, was not the only change envisaged. A
fixed tenure for the Congress President would also be a game-changer. The
fact that some Congressmen started talking of a Gandhi family president in
the past tense was seen as proof of a fresh wind blowing. Candidate Shashi
Tharoor told a newspaper September 30 that the Gandhi family would con-
tinue to be regarded as “very significant leading lights” even after a non-
Gandhi is elected Congress President. Candidate Tharoor also spoke of the
“ghar wapasi” of millions of traditionally Congress voters who had fallen to
the Hindutva trap. All that said, there are actually two Congress now, one
ensconced in Delhi’s 10 Janpath, and the other marching towards Kashmir
on the legs and shoulders of Rahul Gandhi. Which of the “two Congress will
survive five months when the Bharat Jodo Yatra winds up in Kashmir” is the
question? Shashi Tharoor on his part has not left a shred of doubt that if
elected he will be an “independent-minded” Congress president. The octo-
genarian Kharge is regarded as a “continuity with least change” candidate.
He will roll whichever way the Gandhi family rolls the dice. Mallikarjun
Kharge is respected by everybody in the Congress. At 80, his seniority is ac-
knowledged and established. He is also a Dalit, a paler version of the long
departed Jagjivan Ram. Whether Kharge will be able to sway the Dalit vote
in the Congress party’s favour is fantasy mixed in the whimsical. Kharge’s
role in the Congress is fixed in the minds of the Gandhi family. Tharoor
might as well withdraw and be happy in the new Lok Sabha. This election is
a farce clothed in masquerade. Everybody including the mainstream media
is acting out the charade. To them, Kharge has already been “elected” and
anointed. Tharoor is the “change” candidate when the Congress “high
command” wants “continuity with change”, whatever that means. “Can
Mallikarjun Karge ensure that?” The continuity, definitely, but not the tout-
ed “change”. Mallikarjun Kharge is a fossil incapable of change, or herald-
ing change. For the most part, a fossil will only fill in space and till as long
as there is a Gandhi in the mix, Kharge will remain the fossil that will keep
the Congress president’s seat warm. Five months to the day after Kharge is
elected Congress president, and by the time the Bharat Jodo Yatra has
found its destination, Kharge’s real place in the Congress hierarchy will be
made known. The Gandhi family wouldn’t mind giving the post of the Prime
Minister to a non-Gandhi, like it did when Manmohan Singh was made
Prime Minister, but for the last 40-50 years, the Congress President’s post
has been for a Gandhi because the Congress party is a Nehru-Gandhi prop-
erty, for keeps! Shashi Tharoor will have to live with that fait accompli.

Tharoor Vs. Kharge

Why  Acid Attacks 
are rise in India?

I n the globalised world that
stands shrunk thanks to an

unprecedented speed of informa-
tion travel, many terms and clich-
es originating in one corner of the
globe become part of the every-
day discourse in a matter of few
days, if not hours. Two such terms,
Global South and Climate
Injustice, though not new, have
suddenly caught the attention of
observers, commentators and
scholars. Let us try and under-
stand what these terms mean and
how these impact a large chunk of
the world’s populace.

GGLLOOBBAALL  SSOOUUTTHH

In “Global South” (2017; Oxford
Bibliographies in Literary and
Critical Theory), Anne Garland
Mahler puts forth a very elaborate
definition of the Global South. As
per her, the Global South as a criti-
cal concept has three primary defi-
nitions. First, it has traditionally
been used within intergovernmen-
tal development organisations–pri-
marily those that originated in the
Non-Aligned Movement-–to refer to
economically disadvantaged na-
tion-states and as a post-cold war
alternative to the Third World.

In this second definition, the
Global South captures a deterritori-
alised geography of capitalism’s
externalities and means to account
for subjugated peoples within the
borders of wealthier countries,
such that there are economic
Souths in the geographic North and
Norths in the geographic South.
Through this deterritorial concep-
tualisation, a third meaning is at-
tributed to the Global South, which
refers to the resistant imaginary of
a transnational political subject re-
sulting from a shared experience of
subjugation under contemporary

global capitalism.
In a nutshell, the term, Global

South, is employed in a transna-
tional sense to address spaces and
peoples negatively impacted by
contemporary capitalist globalisa-
tion. The moniker global is used to
derange the South from the geog-
raphy. No wonder then that India is
the leading voice on the issue.
Repeated usage of this term by our
Prime Minister, External Affairs
Minister, Envoys to the United
Nations etc, on global platforms, in-
dicates that the time has come to
call a spade a spade. Many injus-
tices that one tends to relate to the
dark era of colonisation continue to
exist in different forms even today.
This particular term is the manifes-
tation of the frustration running
through the minds of those de-
prived and exploited by the rich
and privileged. This is a collective
feeling as a nation or a group of na-
tions and transcends national and
international geographies.

CCLLIIMMAATTEE  JJUUSSTTIICCEE

As per the United Nations, the
impacts of climate change will not
be borne equally or fairly between
rich and poor. Climate Justice,
thus, is a concept that recognises
that the effects of climate change
are not felt equally. Before we
dwell further, it may be worthwhile
to take a look at another related
term Environmental Justice. The
United States Environmental
Protection Agency describes envi-
ronmental justice as the fair treat-
ment and meaningful involvement
of all people, regardless of race,
colour, national origin, or income,
with respect to the development,
implementation, and enforcement
of environmental laws, regulations,
and policies.

In essence, therefore, environ-
mental justice and climate justice
are two sides of the same coin.
While climate justice aims for pari-
ty about the impacts of climate
change, environmental justice
works towards fairness in how
communities and lawmakers re-
spond to climate change. Despite
these concepts, the sad fact re-
mains that while the rich and devel-
oped countries are responsible for
the bulk of greenhouse gas emis-

sions, the worst sufferers of the im-
pact happen to be poor, undevel-
oped countries that form part of
the Global South. A short search on
the internet will reveal how the
biggest culprit, China, points at ‘per
capita emission figures, thus, (mis-
)using its population numbers to
stand behind other countries like
Saudi Arabia when it comes to the
list of the leading perpetrators.

During the recently concluded
UN annual session, Pakistan, which
is reeling under unprecedented
floods, was very vocal about
Climate Justice/Injustice. Similar is
the story across the Global South,
where many nations with no audi-
ence to speak to continue to suffer
in silence. It is another issue,
though, that such countries suffer
more than the others because of
their inability to take meaningful
action in time. A case in point is
Pakistan. While the floods have
been heavier than ever before, the
fact remains that Pakistan, marred
by corruption and misrule, has
never tried to construct dams and
such infrastructure that could have
helped mitigate the ongoing crisis.

EEMMEERRGGIINNGG  NNEEWW  WWOORRLLDD  OORRDDEERR

Traditionally, world order refers
to a chosen array of power and au-
thority associated with realising
such values as peace, economic
growth, equity and sustainability.
Cambridge Dictionary defines the
New World Order as a political situ-
ation in which the countries of the
world are no longer divided because
of their support for either of the su-
perpowers and instead work togeth-
er to solve global problems.

Therefore, in layman’s language,
the emergence of a new world order
refers to the phenomenon of power
equations undergoing change
across the globe because of various
factors. Since the collapse of the
Soviet Union, we have lived in a
unipolar world. Call it mismanage-
ment of international affairs or a
wilful effort to keep the pot boiling,
the USA didn’t accept Russia’s offer
to ensure lasting world peace by
aligning Russian interests with
those of the USA in particular and
NATO in general. Instead, the USA
chose to pamper China. And then,
one fine September morning, the

twin towers were hit, and the world
was never the same again. As the
USA put its energy and dollars fight-
ing in far lands, China quietly kept
on rising, and before the USA could
get a grip, it was sucked into a trade
war with China. Ukraine war, irre-
spective of its origin, is rightfully
seen as an effort of the West to tar-
get China through Russia. Economic
sanctions were imposed, and while
the results have been contrary to
what was expected, the buildings
continue to fall in Ukraine even
today.

Traditionally, a nation’s power is
dictated by its economy and mili-
tary might. The US, under the pres-
ent leadership, is seen by many as a
state past its peak. China is seeing a
huge fall in its fortunes thanks to its
real estate crash, an ill-conceived
debt policy and the crisis in the
banking sector. Russia, in all its
probability, is likely to emerge as a
much-weakened power after the
ongoing conflict. Europe, on the
whole, is staring at a recession as
the energy crisis looms. The down-
turn is also threatening the US
mainland. Despite many doomsday
predictions and some unethical
journalistic coverage, India has
come out of Covid as the global
pharmacy. Unlike any other major
world economy, we continue to
grow at a healthy pace.

It is unwise to write off any power
so soon, and yet the fact remains
that international affairs are under-
going a churning that has not been
witnessed since the end of WW 2.
Whether India continues to rise or
other powers keep going south is
hazardous to guess. But the fact re-
mains that in another decade, we
may see a power structure centred
around a power from Global South-a
power that speaks for the deprived
and fights for the climatic justice.
Such alignments may not be dictat-
ed solely by economic or military di-
mensions but by compassion and a
deep civilisational tradition that
sees the whole world as one big
family. Will India fit the bill? We will
only know in the years to follow.

((TThhee  aauutthhoorr  iiss  aa  mmiilliittaarryy  hhiissttoorriiaann
aanndd  aa  FFoouunnddeerr  TTrruusstteeee  ooff  tthhee

MMiilliittaarryy  HHiissttoorryy  RReesseeaarrcchh
FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  IInnddiiaa))

An emerging new world order

Sukanya Sharma

D omestic violence against
women has been consid-

ered a severe public health prob-
lem. Domestic violence seems virtu-
ally unreported to police, except for
some of its worst manifestations.
This makes domestic violence the
most critical category of violence
against women, for which system-
atic data is lacking. Survey findings
suggest that approximately 40 per
cent of women in India who have
been married have been subjected
to spousal violence. Since the out-
break of COVID-19, emerging data
and reports from those on the front
lines have shown that all types of vi-
olence against women and girls,
particularly domestic violence, have
intensified. 

Comparing the state-level per-
centages of NCRB data with the
NFHS-5's percentages of married
women aged 18-49 years who have
experienced spousal violence will
help us determine the extent of
under-reporting domestic violence

incidents. It is important to note
that the NFHS responses might
also be subject to biases if the sur-
vey is conducted in the presence of
other household members or if the
respondent is unsure of the conse-
quences of her response. Despite
this, due to the absence of inhibit-
ing factors associated with the ac-
tual filing of the complaint, under-
reporting is likely to be lower in
NFHS than in statistics from the NC
B. The NFHS-5 also echoes the
stark reality of domestic violence
in India (see figure 1): 44% of
women respondents in Karnataka
have experienced spousal violence,
followed by Bihar (40%), Manipur
(39.6), Telangana (36.9), Assam
(32%), and Andhra Pradesh (30%).
Lakshadweep (1.3%), Nagaland
(6.4%), Goa (8.3%), and Himachal
Pradesh (8.3%) have the lowest vi-
olence among all the states sur-
veyed. Comparing these estimates
with the proportion of women who
have filed complaints under
Section 498A of the IPC, we note
that there is systematic under-re-

porting of domestic violence inci-
dents in 14 of the 20 or 70% of the
states. Reporting under Section
498A is as low as 0 in Lakshadweep
and Nagaland, whereas NFHS-5
statistics suggest otherwise. The
most considerable under-reporting
seems to be occurring in Bihar,
Karnataka, and Manipur, where the
prevalence of domestic violence is
around 40% or higher, while re-
porting is less than 8%. Assam,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Telangana
Tripura, and West Bengal have
higher percentages of case filings
than self-reported incidences of
domestic violence.

Though National Crime Records
Bureau has put domestic violence
at the top of the list of violence
against women, the survey found
that in the first place, there is hesi-
tation about registering an FIR and,
when written, protection officers.
Magistrates and advocates are not
prompt in their responses. The
legal and government agencies
often dismiss such cases as domes-
tic/private affairs and take no cog-

nizance. Conducted in the year
2021, the survey documents best
practices, gaps, challenges, and
failures in implementing the special
law between 2015 and 2019. The re-
port has found that domestic vio-
lence cases in the country are
gravely underreported as most girls
and women hesitate to file a law-
suit against their paternal families
due to a lack of social and legal
support in terms of shelter and
economy. 

"Jharkhand's dowry-related mur-
der incidents are 1.5 times more
than the national average of 1.1.
Cruelty against women by hus-
bands and marital families also
alarmingly increased in the years
2018 and 2019 before dropping in
2020, which is highly possible due
to underreporting in the pandemic
and lockdown," The reasons so
many cases go unreported are per-
sonal (embarrassment, fear of re-
taliation, economic dependency)
and societal (imbalanced power re-
lations for men and women in soci-
ety, privacy of the family, victim-

blaming attitudes). For most of us,
the very idea of domestic violence
leads us to visualize a meek woman
being battered and bruised by her
dominant male partner. Even
though it holds in approximately
60% of cases, more than 40% of
these victims are males. However,
it is a distinguished fact that when
it comes to being victims of vio-
lence in a domestic set-up, men are
not unscathed from it. An experi-
ment conducted in 2012-2013 inter-
viewed 1000 males in the State of
Haryana. 

Out of these, 51.5% of the males
had suffered abuse at the hands of
their wives or intimate partners,
while none reported such abuse.
Moreover, the World Report on
Violence and Health, 2002 reported a
suicide rate of 18.9 for men due to
interpersonal violence as opposed to
10.6 for women. In terms of victims
of homicide, the rate was 13.6 for
men in contrast to 4.0 for women.
This makes it evident that the male
community chooses either en-
durance or death over seeking help. 

Unheard cases of domestic abuse 
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BRIEF

Chip industry 

Jaipur: Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has invited
Vedanta Group to set
up its semi-conductor
chip manufacturing in-
dustry in Rajasthan
amid a tussle for the
project between
Maharashtra and
Gujarat. During the in-
augural session of
'Invest Rajasthan'
Summit held here on
Friday, the Chief
Minister said that
there is a protest going
on in Maharashtra on
the shifting of the fac-
tory to Gujarat. "There
is a protest going on in
Maharashtra that why
Anil Agarwal is shift-
ing the industry to
Gujarat. A lot of it has
appeared in newspa-
pers. I would like to say
you (Agarwal) that
there is a fight between
Maharashtra and
Gujarat. So, shift the
industry to Rajasthan,"
Gehlot said.

Appointment
New Delhi: PNB
Housing Finance  an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Vinay Gupta
as the Chief Financial
Officer. The appoint-
ment will be effective
from October 26, it
said in a regulatory
filing. Gupta's ap-
pointment follows the
resignation of Kapish
Jain as the CFO in
April this year. The in-
terim CFO Kaushal
Mithani had resigned
in August. Currently,
Gupta is associated
with SBI Cards and
Payment Services. A
chartered accountant
with over 20 years of
experience, he has ex-
tensive experience in
financial manage-
ment, financial plan-
ning and other areas.

Carbon credits

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is taking
measures to make
India a market for car-
bon credit which will
be utilised to meet the
country's NDC goals,
Union Minister for
New and Renewable
Energy R K Singh said.
India has submitted its
updated Nationally
Determined
Contribution under
the Paris Agreement
to the UN Framework
Convention on
Climate Change, em-
phasising that it is a
step forward towards
its long-term goal of
reaching net zero by
2070. According to the
updated NDC, India
now stands committed
to reducing the emis-
sions intensity of its
GDP by 45 per cent by
2030, from the 2005
level, and achieving
about 50 per cent cu-
mulative electric
power installed capaci-
ty from non-fossil fuel-
based energy re-
sources by 2030. "What
we are going to put in
place is a system of the
carbon market. We al-
ready have some sort
of carbon market here
because when we have
a renewable energy
certificate that's car-
bon credit.

New Delhi, Oct 08:  

Union Minister Piyush
Goyal said the govern-
ment along with the indus-
try should work on a big-
ger goal to make India a
developed country and as-
pire to become a much
larger economy by 2047. If
we all put our best foot for-
ward and aspire for dou-
ble-digit growth, we can be
much bigger, he said ad-
dressing FICCI's National
Executive Committee
Meeting. Speaking on in-
flation, Goyal said that
over the last eight years in-
cluding the current slight-
ly elevated levels, the
CAGR inflation is under
4.5 per cent through our
tenure. When the other
countries have double-
digit inflation, India con-
tinues at moderate 7 per
cent. There is monitoring
of prices by the govern-

ment on a daily basis. We
are looking at, in the next
few months, inflation com-
ing back within the RBI's
band of 2-6 per cent," he
added. The Minister for
Commerce and Industry
highlighted that India has
tremendous potential with
a large talent pool both to
encourage design manu-
facturing services and the
manufacturing eco-sys-
tem. "Manufacturing and
innovation go hand in
hand," he said.

Goyal stressed that RBI

has been proactive in all
the measures that they
have taken, and it is not
about only the interest
rates but holistic thinking
that RBI has demonstrat-
ed. He also said that the
world has huge expecta-
tions from India and the
world is looking at India
from a long-term perspec-
tive. The world expecta-
tion is also that India will
drive global growth, pro-
vide the talent pool that
the world needs and India
will power technologies
both from the perspective
of development and its
usage. Today, it is the inno-
vation and the spirit of en-
quiry that is prevalent
across the country. India
can become not just the
back office of the world
but going forward, the
front office of the world,
he emphasized. The min-
ister also said that e-com-

merce in India is growing
and to ensure transparen-
cy to customers the gov-
ernment is working on de-
mocratizing the e-com-
merce sector. Open
Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) is
about giving customers
choice - fairly and trans-
parently. It's about giving
a bigger market to sellers,
and it will help in creating
small entrepreneurs, said
Goyal.

Sanjiv Mehta,
President, FICCI said that
the thrust given by the
government to
Aatmanirbhar Bharat is
helping the industry to
tide over the challenging
times. ) India will accord
top priority to the national
interest in free trade
agreement (FTA) negotia-
tions, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Friday.

Govt, industry should work
together to make India a much

larger economy: Goyal

Mumbai, Oct 08: 

India's forex reserves
dropped by USD 4.854 bil-
lion to USD 532.664 billion
as on September 30, the
Reserve Bank said on
Friday. The reserves,
which have been dipping
as the central bank de-
ploys the kitty to defend
the rupee amid pressures
caused majorly by global
developments, had de-
clined by over USD 8.134
billion to USD 537.518 bil-
lion in the previous report-
ing week.

In October 2021, the
country's forex kitty had
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. The drop
in the reserves for the
week ended September 30
was on account of a dip in
the Foreign Currency
Assets (FCAs), a major
component of the overall
reserves, according to the

Weekly Statistical
Supplement released by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday. The FCAs
dropped by USD 4.406 bil-
lion to USD 472.807 billion
during the reporting
week, the apex bank said.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the FCAs include
the effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound
and yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves. The
value of the gold reserves
decreased by USD 281 mil-
lion to USD 37.605 billion,
the data showed. The
Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) dropped by USD
167 million to USD 17.427
billion, the RBI said. The
country's reserve position
with the IMF was un-
changed at USD 4.826 bil-
lion in the reporting week,
the apex bank data
showed.

New Delhi, Oct 08: 

Google's premium
smartphone series Pixel 7
and Pixel 7 Pro will be
around 15-21 per cent cost-
lier in India compared to
other countries, according
to the prices revealed by
the company. The compa-
ny has started pre-booking
the Pixel 7 at Rs 59,999
(USD 729.36) and Pixel 7
Pro at Rs 84,999 (USD
1033.27) on the e-commerce
portal Flipkart. The de-
vices would be available
from October 13.

"Powered by Google's
next-generation Tensor G2
processor and shipping
with Android 13, the Pixel
7 is priced at anP of Rs
59,999 and the Pixel 7 Pro
is priced at anP of Rs
84,999. Both devices will be
available for purchase
starting October 13,"
Google said in a statement.

The company has
launched Pixel 7 and Pixel
7 Pro at a global price of
USD 599 and USD 899 re-
spectively. When asked
about the Pixel series
being sold at a higher
price compared to other

countries, a Google
spokesperson said, "We de-
termine local pricing
based on a number of fac-
tors, including local taxes
and customs duties. We be-
lieve the pricing reflects
the value of our premium
phones, the high-end hard-
ware specs, and the best-
in-class AI-powered soft-
ware experience."

Google has not disclosed
its mobile phone manufac-
turing location. Google
claims Pixel comes with
all-day battery life which
is based on a test done
using a median Pixel user
battery usage profile
across a mix of talk, data,

standby and use of other
features. The Pixel 7 series
will come with speech
recognition technology
that will enable the phone
to transcribe audio mes-
sages on Google's
Messages app which will
help users read them as
soon as they receive them.
According to market re-
search firm IDC, the pre-
mium segment of over
USD 500 was the highest-
growing segment with 83
per cent growth on year-
over-year basis in India,
contributing 6 per cent of
the market in the second
quarter of 2022. TechArc
chief Analyst, Faisal
Kawoosa said that irre-
spective of phones being
made in India or not, the
brands have to make them
for India and pricing is one
key aspect that will ampli-
fy it. "Google Pixel should
have priced it appropriate-
ly for India market to make
an impact which could
also give them volumes
later to make phones in
India. The key to 5G suc-
cess is going to be afford-
ability across all seg-
ments," Kawoosa said.

Google Pixel 7 series 15-21 pc
costlier in India

Forex reserves drop USD
4.85 bln to USD 532.66 bln

New Delhi, Oct 08: 

The government on
Friday invited bids for pri-
vatising IDBI Bank and
said that it together with
LIC will sell a total of 60.72
per cent stake in the finan-
cial institution. The
Department of Investment
and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM),
while inviting Expressions
of Interest (EoI), said that
the potential investor
should have a minimum
net worth of Rs 22,500
crore, must report net prof-
it in three out of the past
five years to be eligible for
bidding for IDBI Bank.
Also, a maximum of four
members would be allowed
in a consortium. The suc-
cessful bidder would be re-
quired to mandatorily
lock-in at least 40 per cent
of the equity capital for
five years from the date of

acquisition. It further said
that the selection of the
qualified interested parties
and the amount of equity
stake such entities would
hold in IDBI Bank would
be decided by the Reserve
Bank and the bidder would
have to clear the 'Fit and
Proper' assessment done
by the banking regulator.

It also barred large in-
dustrial/corporate houses
or individuals from partic-
ipating in the bidding
process. The last date for
submission of bids or
Expression of Interest
(EoI) by potential buyers is
December 16. The govern-
ment and LIC hold 94.72
per cent stake together in
IDBI Bank.

Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) holds
529.41 crore shares repre-
senting 49.24 per cent stake
in IDBI Bank, while the
government holds 488.99

crore shares or 45.48 per
cent stake. Public share-
holders hold 5.2 per cent
stake in the bank.

The government will sell
30.48 per cent and LIC will
offload 30.24 per cent stake,
aggregating to 60.72 per
cent of the equity share
capital of IDBI Bank,
along with transfer of
management control in
IDBI Bank, Department of
Investment and Public
Asset Management
(DIPAM) said while invit-
ing bids. After stake sale,
the combined sharehold-
ing of LIC and the govern-
ment will come down to 34
per cent.

Shares of IDBI Bank
closed at Rs 42.70, up 0.71
per cent over previous
close on the BSE on Friday.
At the current market
price, the 60.72 per cent
stake would be valued at
over Rs 27,800 crore.

IDBI Bank privatisation: Govt, LIC
to sell 60.72 pc stake, invite bids

New Delhi, Oct 08:  

Surging crude oil prices,
continuing apprehensions
of more US Fed rate hikes
and widening trade deficit
are pushing the rupee to
new lows, with experts
opining that the down-
ward trend is likely to con-
tinue in the near term. For
the second straight trad-
ing session, the rupee
touched new all-time low
level and closed 15 paise
lower at 82.32 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Friday.

The Indian currency,
though relatively better
performing in comparison
to other emerging market
counterparts, has declined
close to 9 per cent against
the US dollar so far in the
current fiscal. After the
grouping OPEC decided to
cut output by 2 million
barrels per day, crude oil
prices have started rally-

ing, which is a headwind
for India that imports
about 85 per cent of its pe-
troleum requirements.
Also, the country's rising
merchandise imports and
slowing exports have re-
sulted in trade deficit
widening to USD 149.47 bil-
lion in the first six months
of the current fiscal, put-
ting further pressure on
the rupee. The strong dol-
lar index combined with
high oil prices and weak-
ness/anticipated weak-
ness of demand in Europe
and US continues to put
pressure on the rupee,
Ranen Banerjee, Partner -
Economic Advisory
Services at PwC India,
said. He also said the rela-
tive greater weakening of
other emerging market
currencies make Indian
exports less competitive
and that adds to the head-
winds to the country's ex-
ports.

Rupee likely to remain under
pressure in near term: Experts

Jaipur, Oct 08: 

Vedanta group chair-
man Anil Agarwal on
Friday said Rajasthan
should look at developing
a cluster of manufactur-
ing units for TV, laptops
and other electronic
items. Agarwal, who is in
Jaipur to attend
Rajasthan investment
summit, also said that the
state has a conducive in-
vestment environment.
Vedanta along with
Foxconn will invest Rs
1,54,000 crore to set up a
semiconductor and dis-
play manufacturing facili-
ty in Gujarat, which
would create one lakh job
opportunities. The
Vedanta chairman em-

phasised that the facility
will be a game changer as
the cost of the finished
products will come down.
Agarwal said a cluster of
TV, laptop, and other elec-
tronic items manufactur-
ing units should be devel-

oped in Rajasthan, which
will reduce the cost of fin-
ished products because
the raw materials -- semi-
conductor chips and dis-
play -- will be supplied
from the factory in
Gujarat.

Washington, Oct 08: 

India has been one of
the leaders in digitisation
that empowers and ex-
pands the social safety net,
World Bank President
David Malpass said.
Malpass, during a confer-
ence call here, told re-
porters that India, like
other developing coun-
tries, suffers from rising
interest rates in the world
environment and from in-
flation also from being im-
pacted by climate change
as seen recently in terms
of the flooding impacts.
But during the COVID-19
crisis, India was able to ex-
pand its social safety net.
He said poor people in the
country have more money
in their hand that showed

up in the recent poverty
report of the World Bank.
The World Bank worked
extensively with India to
have a targeted social safe-
ty net, he said, observing
that effectiveness of social
safety net is important
when it comes to poverty
in other parts of the world.
Referring to a recently
held conference at the
United Nations, which
was co-hosted by the

World Bank, Malpass said
digitalisation empowers
social safety net, and is
very helpful in leapfrog-
ging technology for devel-
oping countries. India has
been one of the leaders in
that, he said. Responding
to a question on India tak-
ing over the presidency of
G-20 in December, Malpass
said there is a potential
focus on debt. I think the
world is at a point where
there can be progress
made for a more effective
common framework, he
said. India, he said, is an
important creditor, for ex-
ample, in Sri Lanka and
also in some of the heavily
indebted countries of
Africa. So, India as the
chair of the G-20 has an
opportunity there, he said.

I've spoken with Prime
Minister (Narendra) Modi
about that, he said, adding
that India is aware of debt
distress in countries. So, it
is very relevant, he said.
The second, I mention, is
education where India has
been a leader in pushing
forward, Malpass said, as
he mentioned about anoth-
er major conference he co-
hosted at the UN last week
on education, where they
used the data from learn-
ing Poverty Index, which
has been showing a very
concerning increase in ed-
ucational poverty. That
means 70 per cent of the
kids in developing coun-
tries are not able to read
the basic text, he said.
This is a big opportunity
for G-20, he said.

Rajasthan should look at cluster for 
manufacturing electronic items: Anil Agarwal

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot with State Industries Minister
Shakuntala Rawat, RSIC Chairman Rajiv Arora and others during the
Invest Rajasthan Summit 2022, in Jaipur, Saturday, Oct. 8.

New Delhi, Oct 08:  

The government has noti-
fied the credit guarantee
scheme for startups to pro-
vide them collateral-free
loans up to a specified limit.
In a notification, the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) said that
loan/debt facilities sanc-
tioned to an eligible borrow-
er on or after October 6,
would be eligible for cover-
age under the scheme. "The
Central Government has
approved the 'Credit
Guarantee Scheme for
Startups (CGSS) for the pur-
pose of providing credit
guarantees to loans extend-
ed by member institutions
(MIs) to finance eligible bor-
rowers being startups," it

said. This scheme would
help provide the much need-
ed collateral-free debt fund-
ing to startups, it added. MIs
include financial intermedi-
aries (banks, financial insti-
tutions, NBFCs, AIFs) en-
gaged in lending/investing
and conforming to the eligi-
bility criteria approved
under the Scheme.

Recognised startups that
have reached the stage of
stable revenue stream, as
assessed from audited
monthly statements over a
12 month period, amenable
to debt financing; and start-
ups that are not in default to
any lending/investing insti-
tution and not classified as
non-performing asset as per
RBI guidelines, are eligible
to avail benefits of this
scheme.

Govt notifies credit guarantee
scheme for startups

Washington, Oct 08:  

India, the world's
third biggest oil im-
porter and con-
sumer, will contin-
ue to buy oil from
any country that it
has to, Oil Minister
Hardeep Singh
Puri said asserting
that no country has
told New Delhi to stop buy-
ing oil from Russia. India,
which has not publicly
condemned Moscow for its
'special military action' in
Ukraine, has become
Russia's No.2 oil buyer
after China as Western
buyers stopped trading
with that country and its
oil prices fell. Puri, who is
here for talks with the US
authorities on clean ener-

gy, said the government
has a moral duty to pro-

vide energy at af-
fordable rates to
consumers. "India
will buy oil from
wherever it has to
for the simple rea-
son that this kind
of a discussion
cannot be taken to
the consuming

population of India," he
told a group of Indian re-
porters here. "Have I been
told by anyone to stop buy-
ing Russian oil? The an-
swer is a categorical 'no'."
He also expressed confi-
dence that India would be
able to mitigate a two mil-
lion barrels per day cut in
production by oil produc-
ers' cartel OPEC and its al-
lies, known as OPEC+.

No one asked India to stop buying
oil from Russia, Puri says in US

India a leader in digitisation: World Bank President
Mumbai, Oct 08: 

Soch brings to you an
all-new sparkling festive
collection to make this sea-
son as glamorous as ever.
The collection houses en-
sembles in beautiful and
rich fabrics like silk, silk
blend, art silk, ornate bro-
cades,chanderi, and geor-
gette which is perfect for
this season.

The new collection in-
cludes Salwar suits, Kurti
suits, Sarees, and more.
Diverse and versatile, the
collection has a wide
range of colors from
lighter shades to darker
hues such as Beige, deep
wines, subtle blues, grace-
ful greens, earthy browns,
and vibrant pinks. It is en-
riched with intricate hand
and machine embroi-

deries, kalamkari, hand-
crafted crystal, and bead-
work to uplift your look
this festive season.

The festive collection
heralds the hope of auspi-
cious days when we cele-
brate festivities with our

loved ones. Soch has some-
thing for every occasion,
big or small. Commenting
on the launch of the fes-
tive collection Vinay
Chatlani, CEO Soch said,
“With this season's festive
collection, we have incor-
porated the most earthy
tints and starry hues, a
wide range of fabrics
along with stylish prints
to cater to a wider audi-
ence. The collection has
heritage textiles, unique
craft, handwork, embell-
ishments, and a huge
colour palette to choose
from which add a touch of
glamour and aliveness to
your festive look." Soch’s
new collection is a fine
blend of modern and clas-
sic fashion ethos, royal
baroque, and shimmering
stardust.

Soch launches new Festive Collection

ACROSS

1. Find fault with

6. Male children

10. Nordic capital

14. Back street

15. Double-reed instrument

16. Fuel source

17. Costly fur

18. Overwhelm

20. Flightless bird

21. Tenant's document

23. Cassettes

24. ____ in distress

26. Rock star ____ John

28. Article

30. Portland's state

34. Cozy abode

37. Group spirit

40. Singer Yoko ____

41. Hatchets

42. Select group

43. Knowledgeable about

44. Yosemite ____

45. Within a building

46. City light

47. Among

49. Grade

51. Alleviates

54. Threw

58. Sports locale

61. Foreign

63. For

64. Devoted

66. In flames

68. Fortas and Lincoln

69. Boat bottom

70. Recluse

71. Lion's hair

72. Initial stake

73. Acts

DOWN

1. Stationed

2. Peruvian animal

3. Scrapbook

4. Actor ____ Gibson

5. Shoelace hole

6. Carbonated drink

7. Overweight

8. Fictional book

9. Adriatic, e.g.

10. Gasoline classification

11. Suds maker

12. Behind schedule

13. Spanish cheers

19. Boutique

22. Hydrogen and oxygen, e.g.

25. Poses

27. Put up with

29. Cast

31. Absent
32. Informed of
33. High ____
34. Astronauts' gp.
35. Checkup
36. Teamster's rig
38. River (Sp.)
39. Minute particle
43. Pen liquids
45. Singer ____ Hayes
48. Actress ____ Richards
50. President ____ Reagan
52. Consumed
53. Icy precipitation
55. Backbone
56. Was mistaken
57. Achievers
58. Eve's partner
59. ____ McEntire of country music
60. Biblical locale
62. Jobless
65. Alias abbr.
67. Antagonist
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There's a deep longing to be comfort-
ed and reassured, Aquarius. You may
want nothing more than for someone
fix you some warm, homemade soup.
If this is the case, feel free to call and
ask a good friend to come over, if pos-
sible. Don't continue to play the part of
the strong, independent one if this
isn't the way you feel. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may feel like you desperately need some-
thing, Pisces, yet you're unsure as to what it is
exactly. Someone close to you may be trying to
fit the missing puzzle piece into place, but this
may be next to impossible if it's unclear which
piece is actually missing. This difficult situation
may lead to frustration if you aren't careful. Feel
free to admit that you feel powerless. Don't be
ashamed to say so.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may want to remedy every situation by talk-
ing things out or taking some sort of action,
Aries. Be careful of making any sudden moves
before you really understand what you're feel-
ing. One minute you may be full of exuberance
and ready to launch into a new project, but once
you start moving forward, you're suddenly feel-
ing insecure. Take this resistance as a sign that
maybe this isn't the best time to move forward.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Compliments are apt to feel like gold to you,
Taurus. There's nothing you need more than love
and affection on a day like this. Beware that you
may end up as putty in the hands of whoever
showers you with flattery. You may also resent
this need for attention and not be willing to
receive it graciously. This isn't the right attitude.
Receive accolades with open arms and offer an
equal amount of affection in return.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you find that there's tension in a close rela-
tionship, you may get the feeling that this
isn't the right partner for you, Gemini. Don't
automatically assume that the problem lies
in your partner. Difficult situations involving
the need for love and affection are likely to
emerge regardless of the situation or the
company. Instead of running to the next per-
son, take the time to work things out.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

When tension builds, your sense of secu-
rity is likely to falter, Cancer. You may
have a hard time dealing with other peo-
ple. You could be tempted to turn to food
or alcohol for inner nourishment. Curing
emotional needs by indulging this way
may temper your ailment for a while, but
it isn't the solution to the overall problem.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You might have difficulty expressing your
needs, Leo. The bottom line is that there's
no right or wrong way, although it may be
difficult to see this on a day like today.
Deep-seated insecurity may make express-
ing yourself difficult. At a time when you
feel like you should politely take things in,
you really may be feeling like you want to
run from the people around you.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Although you may find it hard to express
yourself in some ways, Virgo, the one
avenue that's completely wide open today
is art. Difficult tension is laced with emo-
tional insecurity, making it hard for you to
express your feelings. If you feel that this is
the case, find some other means of
expressing these emotions. A large canvas
and some paints will work quite nicely.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You might be feeling rather insecure
when it comes to your peace of mind,
Libra. Because of the insecurity, it may
seem like your relationships are on the
rocks. At the same time, having prob-
lems in your relationships is making you
less likely to trust these close partners
with your insecure feelings. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may feel more reserved than usual,
Scorpio, especially when it comes to
romantic relationships. You may be feel-
ing apprehensive about expressing your-
self fully, even in the most intimate situa-
tions. Be careful about sending messages
that suggest that you don't want to be
around others. People are apt to think
they're to blame for your reluctance. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Be careful about being too boisterous
and chipper around people who don't
exactly feel the same way, Sagittarius.
Be sensitive to other people's feelings,
and don't make jokes that are too harsh
for the occasion. No one appreciates a
wise guy. There's a somber mood to
the day that's likely to form a dark
cloud by late afternoon. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your mood should be quite good for the
most part, Capricorn, but there's apt to be
some tension in your relationships.
Romantic endeavors aren't exactly in your
favor now, so don't force an issue that
seems too difficult to resolve. Find comfort
in your internal warmth. By taking the time
to nurture yourself, you will inevitably have
more love to give to the people around you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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N
avratri is one of
the most revered
festivals in India,

celebrated with great en-
thusiasm across several
states. In Madhya
Pradesh, the festival is
celebrated on a grand
scale, with devotees ob-
serving the nine-day fast,
paying respect to the nine
different forms of
Goddess Durga, and flock-
ing to various local
dandiya grounds to play
Garba along with their
close ones. Joining these
celebrations this year in
MP were &TV’s popular
Jodi from Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan – Daroga Happu
Singh (Yogesh Tripathi)
and his Dabbang
Dulhania, Rajesh Singh
(Kamna Pathak), who vis-
ited Gwalior to celebrate,
enjoy the local festive fer-
vour, exploring the histor-
ical monument, gorging
on finger-licking street
food and shopping at
city’s famous traditional
art and crafts stores, for
souvenirs. And this is
what the artists had to say
about their visit and
Navratri celebrations.

Sharing his excitement,
Yogesh Tripathi, aka
Daroga Happu Singh,
said, “Navratri is one of
the festivals that I cele-
brate with my family
every year, and we follow
the nine-day colours and
daily prayer to Goddess
Durga religiously. This
year, I am celebrating it at

home and with
Gwaliorites. Gwalior had
always intrigued me, and
I always wanted to visit
the city someday. And it
seems my wish has come
true. I had a fun-filled
evening enjoying the fes-
tive spirit, local hotspots,
and street food too! When
I was invited to celebrate
Navratri with the people
here, I couldn't contain
my excitement. It is one of
the most amazing places
I've ever seen. The city
has a historical vibe, and
the people are friendly

and welcoming. In my
character of Happu, I
have a Kanpuria accent.
Many people greeted me
by calling out ‘Arre Dada’
and I was touched. The
Garba dancing with the
people dressed in their
traditional attire was a lot
of fun. In addition to that,
we also visited the majes-
tic Jai Vilas Palace,
Gwalior  and explored the
city. We shop at Patankar
Bazaar for local handi-
crafts, traditional hand-
looms, and exquisite
stone-carved artifacts to

take back home with me
for my family and friends.
I cannot leave any city
without satisfying my
taste buds, so I did here
and treated myself to deli-
cious soul food like sweet
imartis and crunchy ka-
choris. This trip will al-
ways be memorable to
me”.

Catch Yogesh Tripathi
as Daroga Happu Singh
and Kamna Pathak as
Rajesh Singh in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
airing every Monday to
Friday!

Yogesh and Kamna 
celebrate Navratri in MP

S
inger Taylor Swift
has put a little
extra 'mayhem' in

'Midnights Mayhem
with Me', the TikTok se-
ries in which she reveals
the names of each of the
songs on her upcoming
album 'Midnights' one at
a time.

On Thursday night, at
the stroke of midnight
(Pacific Standard Time),
the singer shared the
title of yet another track
on the album, which is
set to drop October 21,
reports 'People' maga-
zine. "The tension is pal-
pable," the 32-year-old
singer said, spinning the
cage of numbered ping-
pong balls until one -
which she revealed to be
the album's first track -
pops out. "Track one is
called 'Lavender Haze',"
the singer announced,
quoted by 'People'.

Following the an-
nouncement, the 'Bad
Blood' singer took to
Instagram, where she
shared a reel explaining
the inspiration behind
Midnights' opening
song.

"I happened upon the
phrase 'Lavender Haze'
when I was watching
Mad Men, and I looked it
up because I thought it
sounded cool," Swift said
in the post. "And it turns
out that it's a common
phrase used in the '50s,

where they would just
describe being in love."

She then explained, "If
you were in the lavender
haze, then that meant
that you were in that all-
encompassing love glow,
and I thought that was
really beautiful."

"I think a lot of people
have to deal with this
now, not just like 'public
figures,' because we live
in the era of social
media," she explained.
"And if the world finds
out that you're in love
with somebody, they're
gonna weigh in on it."

'People' further states
that the 'All Too Well'
singer got a little more
specific, hinting that
'Lavender Haze' is specif-
ically inspired by her re-
lationship with longtime
boyfriend, actor Joe
Alwyn.

"Like my relationship
for six years, we've had
to dodge weird rumours,
tabloid stuff, and we just
ignore it," Swift said.
"And so this song is sort
of about the act of ignor-
ing that stuff to protect
the real stuff." Swift
hinted that there would
be more to come, writing
in her Instagram cap-
tion, "Tonight we may-
hem til the morning.
AND release vinyls with
pics I signed in them on
my site! Gonna be a wild
ride (sic)".

Taylor Swift’s 
‘Midnights’ is inspired 

by her relationship

C
elebrating Galore,
the Top 15 contest-
ants of Sony

Entertainment Television's
prestigious singing reality
show, ‘Indian Idol - Season
13’ will celebrating the
‘Golden Era Challenge’ in
the presence of legendary
music composers Anand Ji
and his wife Shanta Ben
Shah on Saturday and
Prayelal Ji and his wife
Sunila Pyarelal Sharma on
Sunday. Not only this, the
Top 15 contestants will yet
again give their best per-
formances and impress the
judges – Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani.

Adding spark to his per-
formance, contestant Rishi
Singh from Ayodhya who
has always left a mark with
his spell-bounding per-
formances will yet again
mesmerize one and all as
he sings ‘Tumko Mere Dil
Ne’ and ‘Neele Neele
Ambar’ with his fellow con-
testant Bidipta
Chakroborty from Kolkata.
Giving a stellar perform-

ance, Anand Ji compli-
ments the duo by saying,
"Excellent! Both of you
sang exceptionally well! 'Dil
Khush hogaya', Rishi, I

want you to sing the song
'Neele Neele Amber Par' in
your version . I want you to
record this song, I am sure
this song will be on the top
list."  Hearing such mighty
praises from Anand Ji,
Rishi was definitely on
cloud 9.

Not only this, making his
day more special, host
Aditya Narayan will talk
about how Rishi has won
the heart of the nation with
his exceptional talent but,
there is one very special fan
who has seen and heard all
of Rishi’s performances. It
is then revealed that the fan
is none other than ace
cricketer Virat Kolhi! The
cricketer who followed only
255 members on his social
media, which Rishi being
one of them, personally
sent him a message prais-
ing Rishi. Virat shared a
message on Rishi’s social
media saying, “Hi Rishi,
How are you? I’ve seen your
videos recently and You’re
amazon. I love your
singing. All the best and
god bless you. Keep grow-
ing. God is with you.”

Indian Idol contestant
Rishi Singh wins praises

B
ollywood actress
Madhuri Dixit,
whose streaming

movie 'Maja Ma' released
recently, is chuffed with
the response so far to the
film.

The actress is playing
the role of a lesbian in the
film, and making a state-
ment on the new-age
brave content from
Bollywood, she shared
her thoughts on the sub-
ject. Excited about the re-
sponse that the movie has
been receiving, Madhuri
Dixit shared: "Maja Ma'
proves that the era of box-
ing people and characters
is over. Pallavi's sexual
orientation is just one of
the many facets of her
identity. She is much
more than that - a bril-
liant dancer, a doting
mother, a friend and
above all, a human being
who can inspire others
around her." Further talk-
ing about the arc of her
character in the film, the
actress said: "The story-
line depicts a journey of
evolution and Pallavi's

character showcases that
journey with a myriad of
emotions and feelings a"
ranging from confusion,
fear, to acceptance and
courage to accept one's
own true identity."

Madhuri Dixit: 
Era of boxing people

and characters is over

Actress Sadaa, who has
turned into an avid

wildlife photographer,
says that jungles can teach
you patience and when
time comes, they can test
the same too. The actress
recently took to her
Instagram to share a video
of her clicking pictures of
Jugni, a young tigress.

She wrote, "When Jugni
is in "Peek-a-boo" mood... I
later learned that Jugni is
the granddaughter of my
most beloved tigress
Mataram!"

Taking a philosophical
route, she then mentioned
in her caption, "Jungles
teach you patience and
test it too. In jungles, it's
the law and the will of
wild animals that we re-
spect and gladly (do) so!"

Jungles teach you
patience, says
actress Sadaa

D
irector Mohan
Raja's 'GodFather',
featuring superstar

Chiranjeevi in the lead,
has grossed an impressive
Rs 69 crore worldwide in
two days.

Sources in the industry
say that the lavishly-made
political action thriller,
which took a grand open-
ing for Dussehra, dominat-
ed the box office on day
two as well.

The movie is expected to
record massive numbers
during the extended week-
end.

The film, which has
Salman Khan appearing

in a brief but powerful
role, seems to be perform-
ing reasonably well, with
positive reports coming in
from almost everywhere.

'GodFather', which col-
lected a worldwide gross of
Rs 38 crore on its opening
day, has raked in Rs 31
crore on its second day.
The total amount it has
grossed worldwide after
two days stands at Rs 69
crore.

The makers believe that
as the Dussehra holidays
are still on, the numbers
will continue to be mas-
sive even during the week-
end.

Chiranjeevi-starrer 
‘Godfather’ collects Rs 69 crore

worldwide in two days
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Sylhet, Oct 08 (PTI):

Shafali Verma once
again showed her match-
winning prowess with an
attractive 55 off 44 balls as
India out-batted
Bangladesh by 59 runs to
win their fourth match and
clinch a semi-final spot in
the Women's Asia Cup T20
here on Saturday.

After an indifferent bat-
ting show in the defeat
against Pakistan, the
'Women In Blue' put up a
much improved perform-
ance scoring 159 for 5,
largely due to a 96-run
opening stand between
Shafali and stand-in skip-
per Smriti Mandhana (47
off 38 balls).

Credit should also go to
Jemimah Rodrigues,
whose 35 not out off just 24
balls helped the Indian
team score nearly 160.

Bangladesh managed 100
for 7 at the end of 20 overs
and never looked like being
in the hunt for a victory.
With 8 points from five
games, India are on top of
the seven-team table with a
match left in the round
robin stage. Having never
chased a total beyond 142 in
their entire T20I history,
Bangladesh did try their
bit but could never force
the momentum against a
solid Indian bowling attack
which kept things tight.
After a shoddy fielding ef-
fort against Pakistan, it im-

proved by a couple of
notches on the day as there
were no easy runs in store.
The hosts couldn't even
score 50 in the first 10 overs
and scoring more than 110
runs in the back-10 was vir-
tually impossible for them.

None of the Indian
bowlers were off target for
the better part with Sneh
Rana (1/17 in 3 overs) and
Deepti Sharma (2/13 in 4
overs) being parsimonious
as ever. Even Shafali's
loopy leg-breaks (2/10 in 4
overs) seemed unplayable.

The slowness of the
track also meant that spin-

ners could vary the pace
and most of the balls were
not coming onto the bat.

The two openers
Fargana Hoqie (30 off 40
balls) and Murshida
Khatun (21 off 25 balls)
could add only 45 in the
first nine overs and
Bangladesh actually were
thrown out of the contest
at that stage.

Earlier, Shafali showed
why she is one of the most
destructive batters in this
format as she struck five
fours and two huge sixes.
En route her fourth half-
century in T20Is, Shafali

also completed 1000 runs in
the format.

With the elegant skipper
Mandhana for company,
the duo added 96 in just 12
overs. Mandhana as usual
peppered the field with six
crisp boundaries.

Once both Mandhana
and Shafali, who tried a re-
verse slog, were dismissed,
Bangladesh could briefly
put brakes on scoring but
the in-form Jemimah used
her cricketing smarts to
find the gaps as she and
Deepti Sharma added 29 in
just 2.3 overs to set a chal-
lenging target.

Women’s Asia Cup

India ride on top-order show to
beat Bangladesh by 59 runs

Smriti Mandhana plays a shot during the Women's Asia Cup 2022 cricket match between India and
Bangladesh, at Sylhet International Cricket Stadium, Sylhet.

Ranchi, Oct 08 (PTI):

Deepak Chahar's un-
availability due to an
ankle injury will compli-
cate selection matters with
India looking for a much
improved bowling per-
formance in a must win
second ODI against South
Africa here on Sunday.

Never before a bilateral
ODI series has looked so
out of context with the T20
World Cup in Australia be-
ginning later this month.

All eyes are now on
Rohit Sharma and Co who
have already checked in
Perth for their T20 World
Cup warm-up matches.

The three-match ODI se-
ries in India offers little in-
centive to the fringe play-
ers who have missed the
flight to Australia.

But with Chahar injur-
ing his ankle ahead of the
first ODI in Lucknow and
his back troubling him
again, it gives India plenty
of soul-searching to do on
Sunday.

Mohammad Siraj and
Avesh Khan have so far
failed to impress and that
might open the door for
uncapped Bengal pacer
Mukesh Kumar.

On the batting front, it
will be important for
Shreyas Iyer to score some
runs under his belt as the
top-order batter is among
the reserve batters for the
T20 World Cup.

Iyer, who has been
named vice-captain for the
series, bailed India out of

a top-order collapse on
Thursday.

Known for his weakness
against short balls and
slow strike rate against
the pacers, Iyer played a
counter-attacking knock.

But the biggest positive
for India out of the second
ODI was the performance
of Sanju Samson, who has
not been able to cement
his place in the team seven
years after his debut.

Samson's 63-ball 86
oozed maturity and of-
fered a sense of calmness
in the middle-order as he
took calculated risks in
India's narrow loss.

The happy-go-lucky
Shikhar Dhawan has al-
ready shown his leader-
ship potential with a sec-
ond stride in the West
Indies and Sri Lanka.

Dhawan will hope that
he returns among runs to
give the team a solid start,
while the talented
Shubman Gill will also
look to reaffirm his cre-
dentials as an ODI opener.

Unlike India, the Temba
Bavuma-led South Africa
have much to play for with
crucial Super League
points on offer which will
give an automatic qualifi-
cation for them for the
next year's ODI World Cup.

Personally, Bavuma is
going through the worst
phase of his career with
his scores in the series
reading 0, 0, 3 (T20s) and 8
at Lucknow.

With T20 World Cup in
two weeks' time, the
Proteas skipper will look
to find his form in quick
time.

India eye all-round
improvement in must win
ODI against South Africa

India's ODI captain Shikhar Dhawan with VVS Laxman at practice session.

Al Khobar , Oct 08 (PTI):

India registered a hat-
trick of wins in their ongo-
ing AFC U-17 Asian Cup
2023 Qualifiers campaign,
defeating Myanmar 4-1 at
the Prince Saud Bin
Jalawi Stadium here.

All four strikes for India
came in the later part of
the first half on Friday
night with captain
Vanlalpeka Guite and for-
ward Thanglalsoun
Gangte scoring two goals
apiece.

The first half began as a
battle of attrition with no
major chances being creat-
ed. Both the sides looked to
build up from the back and
control possession.

The first shot on target
came in the 21st minute
through Korou Singh, who
shot from the edge of the
penalty area but lacked
sufficient power.

Six minutes later, the
first breakthrough came
as Guite's free-kick from
long range beat everyone
in the penalty box and flew
past the goalkeeper into
the net. The goal sparked

the game into life as India
proceeded to score three
more goals in a 12-minute
spell. Lalpekhlua was
brought down in the penal-
ty area in the 32nd minute
and Gangte was on hand to
slam home a powerful
spot-kick. Two minutes

later, Guite added his sec-
ond as Korou intercepted
the Myanmar goalkeeper's
pass and the Indian skip-
per latched on to the loose
ball and finished tidily.

A teasing cross from the
right found an unmarked
Gangte inside the penalty

area three minutes from
the break, but his shot
went over the crossbar.

However, the forward
registered his second goal
of the evening in the 44th
minute after finding the
goalkeeper out of position
and beat him with an in-
stinctive finish from out-
side the box.

India picked up from
where they left off in the
second half, creating a
flurry of attacks and pos-
ing questions to the oppos-
ing defence. At the hour
mark, against the run of
play, Myanmar pulled a
goal back as Htoo Wai
Yan's shot took a deflection
and found the back of the
net.

In the 70th minute, sub-
stitute Boby Singh
squared the ball to Gangte,
who finished with aplomb
but the goal was ruled out
as the winger was caught
offside.

The match eventually
drew to a close with the 4-1
scoreline in favour of the
Indian side. India will take
on hosts Saudi Arabia on
Sunday.

India continue winning run at AFC U-17 Asian
Cup Qualifiers with 4-1 win over MyanmarChristchurch, Oct 08 (AP):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam struck an unbeaten
79 from 53 balls and shared
a 61-run partnership with
Shadab Khan in a six-
wicket win over New
Zealand on Saturday in
the Twenty20 tri-series.

New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson made
the unusual decision to bat
first after winning the toss
and the Black Caps man-
aged only 147-8 in their 20
overs, stalled by tight
bowling from Haris Rauf
and Mohammad Wasim.

The New Zealanders
then had to bowl as spring
temperatures dropped to
single figures and the out-
field at Hagley Oval be-
came damp and dewy. The
bowlers could do little to
arrest Babar and Shadab
as the ball became wet and
slippery.

New Zealand was 70-1
after 10 overs with Devon
Conway and Kane
Williamson at the crease.
Conway made 36 from 35
balls and Williamson 31
from 30 in an innings
which promised a more ro-
bust total. But the pair

were out within two overs
of each other as New
Zealand slumped to 137-6.

Pakistan wins again in tri-series,
beats NZ by 6 wickets
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London, Oct 08 (AP):

Ten weeks after conquer-
ing Europe, England
women proclaimed them-
selves ready for even more
after beating the world
champion United States 2-1
in a friendly at Wembley
Stadium.

Lauren Hemp and
Georgia Stanway scored to
help England beat the U.S.
for the first time since 2017
and less than 10 months be-
fore the Women's World
Cup in Australia and New
Zealand.

Stanway's penalty in the
33rd minute put the hosts
in front for good before
76,893 fans. Victory extend-
ed England's unbeaten run
to 23 games under coach
Sarina Wiegman.

"It was a great result,"
Hemp told broadcaster ITV.
"There's a lot of prepara-

tion now for the World Cup.
It's important that we stay
grounded." England, which

won the European champi-
onship in late July, took the
lead in the 10th when Beth

Mead sent a low cross into
the box. U.S. defender
Alana Cook tried to make a
sliding block but the ball
wiggled through to Hemp,
who finished from close
range. The Americans
equalized just before the
half-hour mark. Millie
Bright tried to pass out of
the back to a tightly cov-
ered Stanway, and Lindsey
Horan poked the ball for-
ward to Sophia Smith, who
turned and fired low to the
left corner past a diving
Mary Earps.

Stanway made amends
from the spot, though,
shooting the ball into the
right corner as goalkeeper
Alyssa Naeher went the
wrong way.

Minutes later, the visi-
tors thought they tied the
game again but Trinity
Rodman's strike was ruled
out for offside.

England women beat US 2-1 in
statement victory at Wembley

USA's defender Alana Cook (L) fights for the ball with England's
striker Ella Toone during the Women's friendly football match
between England and USA at the Wembley Stadium, in London.

Ostrava, Oct 08 (AP):

Two Grand Slam champions
fought for nearly two hours each
to top American qualifiers and
reach the Agel Open semifinals.
No. 1-ranked Iga Swiatek got
past former junior partner and
rival Caty McNally 6-4, 6-4, and
Barbora Krejcikova was the first
of three Czechs in the quarterfi-
nals to advance when she ended
the career-best run of Alycia
Parks 7-6 (7), 6-3.
Swiatek, champion of the French
and U.S. Opens, will next face
Ekaterina Alexandrova or local
wild card Tereza Martincova,
while Krejcikova lined up Elena
Rybakina. Swiatek and McNally
won the 2018 Junior French
Open doubles and McNally won

both of their junior meetings.
"Tactically it was easier to pre-
pare, because I know her game
style (from juniors)," Swiatek
said. "She's playing differently
to other players. But on the
other hand, a lot of time has
passed since we played last
time. I knew she'd made
progress and I had to be ready."
Swiatek, the only seed to make
the last eight, was under pres-
sure on serve from the outset
and was broken first. In the sec-
ond set, she led 3-0 but was
pegged back to 3-3. McNally, the
lowest ranked woman ever to
reach the Ostrava quarters at
151st, had 11 break chances and
Swiatek 10. But Swiatek con-
verted four and McNally only
two.

Swiatek made to fight by qualifier
to reach Ostrava semis

Astana , Oct 08 (AP):

Novak Djokovic didn't
play as well in his Astana
Open quarterfinal on Friday
as he did in the first two
rounds. "Still, it was
enough," Djokovic said after
beating Karen Khachanov 6-
4, 6-3.

"I managed to produce
some good tennis when it
was the most needed."
Djokovic conceded a 3-0 lead
but broke Khachanov for the
first set with a backhand vol-

ley. He broke Khachanov for
3-1 in the second and fin-
ished their quarterfinal with
an ace. Daniil Medvedev
awaits in the semifinals.
Medvedev has a 4-6 win-loss
record against Djokovic, and
they haven't met since the
Paris final last November,
when Djokovic won in three
sets. "I thought about it be-
fore the (quarterfinal) and
we have only played one
tournament together this
year, which was Roland
Garros," Medvedev said.

Djokovic sees off Khachanov to
meet Medvedev in Astana semis

Kuala Lumpir, Oct 08 (PTI):

India's leading cueist
Pankaj Advani on Saturday
claimed his 25th world title
after outclassing compatri-
ot Sourav Kothari 4-0 in the
150 up billiards final at the
World Championships here
on Saturday.

Advani manoeuvred his
cue like a magician's wand
as he entertained the spec-
tators who showed up in
large numbers. In the first
frame, Advani made his in-
tentions clear that this title

was his from word go. He
opened the proceedings
without any delay to secure
the first frame with a 149
break while his opponent,
who is still seeking his
maiden IBSF World title,
had yet to score a point in
the 150-up format.

The best-of-seven sum-
mit clash saw Advani com-
pete fiercely to ensure he
completed a billiards
National-Asian-World gold-
en trifecta in the same cal-
endar year for a record fifth
time.

Pankaj Advani pockets world title
number 25 in Kuala Lumpur

Ranchi, Oct 08 (PTI):

There may be no Rohit
Sharma or Virat Kohli as
India regulars are in
Australia for the upcoming
T20 World Cup but the ODI
side under Shikhar
Dhawan is still world class,
said South African left-arm
spinner Keshav Maharaj on
Saturday. The Indian fringe
players are in action in the
ongoing three-match ODI
series against South Africa.

"I would not call it a sec-
ond string Indian side.
India have so much talent
that they can field four-five
proper international sides,"
Maharaj said on the eve of
the second and penultimate
ODI here. "Having said that,
a lot of the guys have IPL
and have international ex-
perience. There are world
class performers out there."

India trail the series 0-1
after losing the first ODI
by nine runs in Lucknow
on Thursday. The Temba
Bavuma-led visitors had
lost the T20I leg of the
tour 1-2.

Won’t call
Dhawan-led

Indian ODI side
second string:

Maharaj

Uttarkashi 
avalanche triggers

debate, experts
differ over cause

DDeehhrraadduunn,,  OOcctt  0088  ((PPTTII)):: The
recent avalanche near
Draupadi Ka Danda-II peak
that killed at least 26 moun-
taineers in Uttarkashi district
has triggered a debate among
scientists and experts about
the contributing factors. While
there is no unanimous view on
the possible reasons, most of
them feel attributing the ava-
lanche to a mild earthquake
that rocked Uttarkashi two
days earlier was incorrect.

The tremor, measuring 2.5
on the Richter scale, hit
Uttarkashi on October 2. It was
too mild and its epicentre too
far from the avalanche site,
said a scientist at Wadia
Institute of Himalayan Geology
here. "The mild-intensity
earthquake occurred two days
before the avalanche and its
epicentre was in a village
whose aerial distance from the
peak is around 25 km," Manish
Mehta, a scientist at the Wadia
Institute of Himalayan Geology
here said.

Ujjain (MP), Oct 8 (PTI): 

A special anthem dedi-
cated to Lord Shiva, the
resident deity of the an-
cient Mahakaleshwar
Temple in Ujjain, will be
sung by Kailash Kher on
the day the mega corridor
will be inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, officials said on
Saturday. The anthem 'Jai
Shri Mahakal' has been
composed to mark the cre-
ation of the new corridor,
christened 'Mahakal Lok'.

PM Modi will dedicate
the first phase of the Rs
856-crore Mahakaleshwar
Temple corridor develop-
ment project on October 11
here, around 200 km from
the state capital Bhopal.
"Mega arrangements are
being made for the open-
ing of the 'Mahakal Lok'
that will be dedicated to
the people by the PM.
After reaching Ujjain in

the evening, he will drive
to the temple complex in
his motorcade, and per-
form a 'puja' at the
Mahakaleshwar Temple.

"After that, he will go to
the 'Nandi Dwar', the main
gateway of the new corri-
dor, and inaugurate the
corridor," said a senior of-
ficial of Ujjain Smart City
Ltd, which has executed
the project. As he will trav-
el through the corridor,
artistes will perform along
the route and he will be
greeted to the sounds of
'damru' too.

"Later, at a grand event
the same day, well-known
singer Kailash Kher will
perform a special anthem,
a 'Shiva Stuti' dedicated to
Lord Shiva. The anthem
has been composed espe-
cially to mark the creation
of 'Mahakal Lok'," Chief
Executive Officer of Ujjain
Smart City, Ashish Kumar
Pathak, told PTI here.

Kher will perform along
with his team Kailasa at
Kartik Mela ground venue
where the ceremonial
event will be held in the
presence of PM Modi after
the corridor is opened, an-
other official said.

The culture department
of the Madhya Pradesh
government on Friday had
released a teaser of the 'Jai
Shri Mahakal' anthem,
and on Thursday a poster
was unveiled jointly by the
culture department and
the Mahkaleshwar Temple
Trust.

Manipur village struggles to keep
alive dying salt cake culture

Imphal, Oct 08 (PTI): 

In the days of yore
Manipur kings gifted salt
cakes made in Ningel as a
mark of their appreciation
but now just 10 families of
the village are tenuously
holding on to the dying art
for a meagre living.

The salt cakes, which
are circular discs of salt
manufactured by boiling
saline water from wells,
have yielded their pride of
place to the ubiquitous
modern day packaged salt.

The use of the tradition-
al salt cakes is now con-
fined to religious func-
tions related to mainly
births and weddings. With
the dwindling use of the
salt cakes by the people,
most of the families of
Ningel village in Thoubal
district are moving to
other professions.

Ningel is the lone village
where the salt cakes are
made and the number of

wells, from where the
saline water is drawn, is
now just three from six
earlier. The condition of
the famous salt wells -
Chandrkhong, Seekhonng
and Waikhong in the vil-
lage during the rule of the
kings have deteriorated
due to lack of mainte-
nance and excavation in
the nearby hilly areas,

said former village prad-
han M Ingocha.

Officers of both private
companies and the govern-
ment had visited Ningel
many times in the past
and expressed their eager-
ness to preserve the dying
art in view of its historic
importance. "But no assis-
tance was provided to the
people despite petitions,"

he told PTI on Friday.
As making salt cakes is

no longer profitable, many
families which earlier
made the salt cakes have
shifted to agricultural
work for their sustenance.

"The salt cakes are sold
for Rs 10-Rs 15 per slab,
which does not fetch us
enough to meet our ex-
penses," said Binasakhi, a
salt maker. "We generally
make around 200 salt
cakes per day. During the
wedding season the pro-
duction increases by more
than three times.

If this work becomes ob-
solete with time, we will
become jobless and the
state will loose this an-
cient traditional art forev-
er," she added. Lata, a salt
maker in her 50s, said the
major difficulty lay in
procuring wood to boil the
saline water as it is very
costly. "Besides, our work
sheds are in very poor con-
dition".

Hyderabad, Oct 08 (PTI): 

Amid suggestions that
Congress should be led by
a young leader, AICC pres-
idential candidate
Mallikarjun Kharge on

Saturday said he would
implement the Udaipur
Declaration's proposal of
offering 50 per cent of
party posts to those below
50 years of age if he wins
the poll.

"It's not for post in
Congress. Many people
who left, they left due to
fear of ED, CBI, and in-
come tax. For youngsters,
as I said, in the Udaipur
Declaration, we promised
to give 50 per cent of seats
to those below 50 years and
I will do. When everyone is
wanting to make me occu-
py this place, I thank
them," he told reporters
here. He was replying to a
query about the argument
that 80-year-old Kharge is
replacing Sonia Gandhi,
who is 75 years old, and
that a young leader should
lead the Congress. Kharge
was in Hyderabad as part
of his campaign for the
AICC president's post.

ANC celebrates its 22nd Raising Day
Port Blair, Oct 08 (PTI): 

The Andaman and
Nicobar Command
(ANC), the only Joint
Services operational
Command in India, on
Saturday celebrated its
22nd Raising Day.

The Command was es-
tablished on October 8,
2001 as a 'Unified
Command' under
Commander-in-Chief,
Andaman and Nicobar
(CINCAN), towards build-
ing synergy and cohesion
between the Services
while defending national
interests in the far re-
moved Andaman and
Nicobar region, a press
release by the

Headquarters of
Andaman and Nicobar
Command said.

On the occasion, Lt Gen
Ajai Singh, the 16th
Commander-in-Chief
Andaman and Nicobar
Command (CINCAN) re-
viewed a Joint Services
Parade at INS Utkrosh.

Addressing the parade,
the CINCAN conveyed his
heartiest felicitations to
all the personnel and fam-
ilies of Andaman and
Nicobar Command and
acknowledged their con-
tributions towards the op-
erational preparedness of
the Command.

He highlighted the fact,
that since its inception in
2001, the Command has

grown manifold in opera-
tional efficiency, showing
an indomitable spirit and
commitment to protect
the territorial integrity
and security in its AOR.

The command has also
played a key role in
Humanitarian Assistance
and Disaster Relief
Operations (HADR) on
numerous occasions, the
release said.

ANC, the only Joint
Services operational
Command in India has
been instrumental in ef-
fectively and efficiently
safeguarding the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands including its long
coastline and the vast
Exclusive Economic Zone

(EEZ).
Singh also acknowl-

edged the efforts of the
Defence Wives Welfare
Association (DWWA),
which has reached out to
the community through
various campaigns in a
meaningful way, to im-
prove the quality of the
life of its personnel and
families.

The CINCAN appreciat-
ed the cohesion at all lev-
els with the civil adminis-
tration and security agen-
cies towards synergising
efforts towards providing
overall security for the
growth of the Andaman
and Nicobar Islanders in
particular and the coun-
try at large.

Dehradun, Oct 08 (PTI): 

In a major crackdown
on officials involved in
the UKSSSC recruitment
scam, the commission's
former chairman RBS
Rawat, secretary
Manohar Kanyal and for-
mer examination con-
troller RS Pokhriya were
arrested on Saturday by
the Special Task Force in-
vestigating the case.

The arrests were made
in connection with the ir-
regularities in the exami-
nations conducted by the
U t t a r a k h a n d
Subordinate Service
Selection Commission in

2016 for the recruitment
of village panchayat de-
velopment officers. It is
the biggest action taken
so far by the STF against
former UKSSSC officials
involved in the scam.

"Today's action sets a
precedent that will deter
anyone from indulging in
such irregularities in fu-
ture. The government
and the investigating
agencies are working to
ensure that those harm-
ing the interests of the
youths and genuine can-
didates are not spared
and recruitment exami-
nations in future are held
with transparency," Chief

Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami said.

The examinations for
the recruitment of
VPDOs were held by the
UKSSSC on March 6, 2016
across 236 centres in 13
districts and the results
announced on March 30.

A panel headed by the
then additional chief sec-
retary had been set up in
2017 to probe the alleged
irregularities committed
in the examinations.

On the basis of the
probe committee's report
the examinations were
cancelled and the matter
was handed over to the
Vigilance Establishment,

Dehradun in 2019.
A case was registered

by the Vigilance
Establishment under
Prevention of
Corruption Act in con-
nection with the irregu-
larities and investiga-
tion.

Dhami had handed
over the case to the STF
in August to speed up in-
vestigations and bring
the guilty to book.

During the investiga-
tions, manipulation of
the OMR sheets was de-
tected by the STF which
also recorded the state-
ments of 24 candidates
and important witnesses.
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A woman shops at a market ahead of the ‘Karva Chauth’ festival, in Bikaner, Saturday. 

KARVA CHAUTH PREPARATIONS

Ex-UKSSSC chairman, 
two others arrested

UKSSSC RECRUITMENT SCAM

‘Will implement Udaipur Declaration if I win’

Congress presidential candidate and MP Mallikarjun Kharge
speaks during a press conference, in Hyderabad, Saturday. 

CONG TO EC

‘Declare HP
assembly poll

schedule’
SShhiimmllaa,,  OOcctt  0088  ((PPTTII)):: The
Congress on Saturday urged the
Election Commission to immedi-
ately declare the election sched-
ule for Himachal Pradesh
Assembly so that the model code
of conduct comes into effect, as it
accused the ruling BJP of misus-
ing state funds and machinery.
The state Congress also sought a
ban on 'Amritmahotsav' functions
in Himachal Pradesh. Just about
two months are left for the tenure
of the BJP government in the
state but the BJP is openly misus-
ing power and government ma-
chinery for political gains,
Himachal Pradesh Congress
President Pratibha Singh alleged
in a statement.

Kailash Kher to sing special anthem 
on Mahakal corridor opening day


