
Damage
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: The newly
launched Mumbai Central-
Gandhinagar Vande Bharat
Express train suffered
minor damages after hit-
ting a herd of buffaloes in
Gujarat on Thursday, offi-
cials said.No passenger
was injured in the incident
that occurred between
Gairatpur and Vatva sta-
tions around 11.15 am,
they said.

Mega events
BBeennggaalluurruu:: With an eye on
the Karnataka Assembly
elections that are just
months away, top leaders
of the BJP are set to take
up statewide tours and
hold a series of mega pub-
lic meetings. While BJP
state chief Nalin Kumar
Kateel and party national
general secretary and
Karnataka in-charge Arun
Singh have already started
touring the state, Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
and party stalwart B S
Yediyurappa will start their
trips from October 11.

BRIEF

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
during Dussehra celebrations of 

Luv Kush Ramlila, at the Red Fort,
New Delhi.
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New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI): 

India's drug regulator has
initiated a probe and sought
further details from the
WHO after the global health
body issued an alert that
cough syrups manufactured
by an Indian firm could po-
tentially be linked to the
death of children in
Gambia.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) on
Wednesday warned that
four "contaminated" and
"substandard" cough syrups
allegedly produced by
Maiden Pharmaceuticals
Limited based in Haryana's
Sonepat could be the reason
for the deaths in the West
African nation.

Haryana's Health
Minister Anil Vij on
Thursday said samples of
four cough syrups manufac-
tured by the firm have been
sent to the Central Drugs
Laboratory in Kolkata for
examination.

"The samples have been
collected by a team of the
DCGA and Haryana's Food
and Drugs Administration
Department and sent to the
CDL, Kolkata for examina-
tion," Vij told PTI.

He said a senior official of
Centre's Department of
Pharmaceuticals spoke
with Haryana's Additional
Chief Secretary (Health).

Vij said the cough syrups
manufactured by the phar-

ma company were approved
for export. "It is not avail-
able for sale or marketing in
the country."

"Whatever action has to
be taken will be taken once
the CDL report comes. Only
after the report is in, we can
arrive at any conclusion,"
Vij said.

Government sources had
said the exact "one-to-one
causal relation of death"
has neither been provided
by the UN health agency
nor the details of labels and
products been shared by it
with the Central Drugs
Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO), en-
abling it to confirm the
identity or source of the
manufacturing of the prod-
ucts.

"Based on available infor-
mation, the CDSCO has al-
ready taken up an urgent in-
vestigation into the matter
with regulatory authorities

in Haryana. "While all re-
quired steps will be taken,
as a robust regulatory au-
thority, the WHO has been
requested to share with
CDSCO at the earliest the
report on the establishment
of a causal relation to the
deaths with the medical
products in question, photo-
graphs of labels/products
etc," a source said.

According to the sources,
the WHO had on September
29 informed the Drugs
Controller General of India
that it was providing techni-
cal assistance and advice to
Gambia.

It had highlighted that a
significant contributing fac-
tor to the deaths was sus-
pected to be the use of medi-
cines which may have been
contaminated with
Diethylene Glycol/Ethylene
Glycol, and said its presence
had been confirmed in some
of the samples it tested.

Jashpur, Oct 06 (PTI): 

A man, his wife and their daughter were
found murdered in Jashpur district in
Chhattisagarh on Thursday, a police official
said. The incident took place in Kadamtoli vil-
lage and the deceased have been identified as
Arjun Tendua (43), his wife Firni Tendua (40)
and daughter Sanjana (19), Jashpur
Superintendent of Police D Ravishankar said.

"The kin of the deceased alerted us today.
They have been killed with a sharp-edged
weapon. Tendua's enmity with a few people
has come to light. Some persons are being
questioned," the SP said. A case of murder
has been registered and all efforts are being
made to solve the crime, he added.

Literature Nobel
to French writer

Annie Ernaux
Stockholm, Oct 06 (AP): 

French author
Annie Ernaux,
who mined her
own biography to
explore life in
France since the
1940s, was award-
ed this year's
Nobel Prize in lit-
erature on Thursday for work that
illuminates murky corners of
memory, family and society.

The Swedish Academy said
Ernaux, 82, was recognised for
"the courage and clinical acuity
with which she uncovers the
roots, estrangements and collec-
tive restraints of personal memo-
ry". She is the first French litera-
ture laureate since Patrick
Modiano in 2014.

Ernaux told Swedish broadcast-
er SVT by telephone that the
award was "a great honor" and "a
very great responsibility".

India abstains
from UNHRC vote

against Lanka
New Delhi, Oct 06: 

India on Thursday abstained on a
draft resolution in the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva on pro-
moting reconciliation, accounta-
bility and human rights in Sri
Lanka which was adopted.
While abstaining, India stressed
that it will work with Sri Lanka
and the international community
to attain the related objectives of
legitimate aspirations of Tamils of
Sri Lanka and prosperity for all
Sri Lankans.
The draft resolution on Promoting
reconciliation, accountability and
human rights in Sri Lanka' was
adopted at the 51st Session of
Human Rights Council in Geneva,
with 20 nations voting in favour in
the 47-member Council, seven
against, including China and
Pakistan, and 20 abstentions,
including by India, Japan, Nepal
and Qatar.

WHO alert on Gambia deaths
̈ DCGI initiates

probe
̈ Cough syrup 

samples sent to
Kolkata lab

The World Health Organisation (WHO) on Wednesday warned
that four "contaminated" and "substandard" cough syrups
allegedly produced by Maiden Pharmaceuticals Limited based
in Haryana's Sonepat could be the reason for the deaths in the
West African nation. It had highlighted that a significant con-
tributing factor to the deaths was suspected to be the use of
medicines which may have been contaminated with Diethylene
Glycol/Ethylene Glycol, and said its presence had been con-
firmed in some of the samples it tested.

Haryana's Health Minister Anil Vij on Thursday said samples of
four cough syrups manufactured by the firm have been sent to the
Central Drugs Laboratory in Kolkata for examination. "The sam-
ples have been collected by a team of the DCGA and Haryana's
Food and Drugs Administration Department and sent to the CDL,
Kolkata for examination," Vij said. "Whatever action has to be
taken will be taken once the CDL report comes. Only after the
report is in, we can arrive at any conclusion," Vij added.

What WHO said...

Action taken by Govt

Man, wife, teen daughter
found murdered

The incident took place in Kadamtoli village and
the deceased have been identified as Arjun Tendua
(43), his wife Firni Tendua (40) and daughter
Sanjana (19).They have been killed with a sharp-
edged weapon. Tendua's enmity with a few people
has come to light. Some persons are being ques-
tioned. A case of murder has been registered and
all efforts are being made to solve the crime.

About the case

New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI): 

An 11-year-old student
was allegedly gang-raped
by two seniors inside the
washroom of a Kendriya
Vidyalaya in the national
capital following which a
case has been registered,
police officials said on
Thursday. The Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan's re-
gional office has also or-
dered an enquiry into the
issue. The alleged inci-
dent had taken place in

July but the victim ap-
proached the police on
Tuesday only after the
matter was highlighted by
the Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW). The DCW,
which termed the inci-
dent as a "serious matter",
issued a notice to Delhi
Police and the school prin-
cipal on the issue.

The school authorities
have been asked to inform
why the incident was al-
legedly not reported to the
police by them.

HEINOUS CRIME

Girl gang-raped in
school washroom

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  07,  2022

Bhilai, Oct 06: 

After Jagdalpur and
Chhindwara, Durg Police
carried out a raid in
Bilaspur and busted an-
other branch of Mahadev
Book Online Betting rack-
et. Four ruffians have been
arrested who were operat-
ing this branch. Police
have collected evidence of
online betting money
transactions worth crores
of rupees. Transaction
was being done through
more than 30 accounts of
various banks. 26 nos
Mobile, 02 nos Laptop, 02
nos Broadband, 02 nos
Laptop Charger, 24 nos
ATM Card, 23 nos Cheque
Book, 03 nos Passbook, 10
nos Mobile Sim cards were
recovered from the ac-
cused. Hundreds of mo-
bile numbers related to
Mahadev App were re-
vealed. The online betting
is being operated at inter-
national level from Dubai
(UAE) and Delhi, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and other
states of India. The recent
arrests were made by a
joint team of Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit and Police
Station Supela. While ad-
dressing media persons
here at Police Control
Room on Thursday, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava in-

formed that they are con-
stantly keeping a watch on
the suspects who are in-
volved in online betting ac-
tivities through Mahadev
ID App. Earlier; successful
raids were conducted in
Jagdalpur on September
27 and in Chhindwara on
October 03. On the basis of
technical evidence and
documents collected in
these raids, the joint team
of Anti Crime Cyber
??Unit and Police Station
Supela received a tip-off
about a suspect of Camp
02 Shardapara. The sus-
pect Atul Jaiswal was op-
erating the online betting
through Mahadev app on
his smartphone. Police
swung into action and the
suspect Atul Jaiswal was
caught in Nehru Nagar. A
smart phone was recov-
ered from him in which an
online betting Mahadev

app was found. Police col-
lected technical data and
strictly interrogated the
suspect. Soon he disclosed
that his three accomplices
were operating the
Mahadev Book panel from
a hideout (rented house) in
Kota, Bilaspur.

On instructions of SP
Dr Pallava, a joint team led
by Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c, Anti-Crime
and Cyber ??Unit) and
Inspector Durgesh
Sharma (SHO, Supela)
conducted a raid at a
house near CV Raman
University in Kota
Bilaspur. They found a
complete set up for operat-
ing online betting and
caught three ruffians red
handed. During interroga-
tion, the accused con-
fessed that they were oper-
ating online betting
through Mahadev Book.

They were working as a
branch of Mahadev Book
and were providing IDs to
the common people for on-
line betting through the
web site. They had opened
bank accounts in different
states of the country for
transactions of money.
The accused have been
brought to Durg and fur-
ther legal action is being
taken by Police Station
Supela.

ASI Shamit Mishra,
Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Satyendra Mandhariya,
Constable Pradeep Singh,
Jagjit Singh, Amit Dubey,
Vikrant Yadu and Javed
Hussain of ACCU and ASI
Dinesh Singh, Constable
Surendra Patel from
Supela Police Station
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

The accused are identi-
fied as Atul Jaiswal (22)
son of Ajay Jaiswal a resi-
dent of Shardapara Camp
02 Bhilai; Ishwar Reddy
(23) son of K Tirupatirao
Reddy a resident of
Khursipar Balaji Nagar
Bhilai; Dheeraj Sao (20)
son of Sanjay Sao a resi-
dent of Atal Awas
Jawahar Nagar Bhilai;
and Anurag Sharma (23)
son of Nandlal Sharma a
resident of Camp 02
Bhilai.

Durg Police carries out
surgical strike in Bilaspur

Busts another branch of Mahadev Book; four held

Bhilai, Oct 06: 

On suspicion of being
child-lifters, three Sadhus
were beaten up by a mob
in Charoda Basti area of
Old Bhilai Police Station
limits on Wednesday
evening. Though the cops
had rescued the Sadhus
but initially any FIR was
not lodged. Later when the
video went viral on social
media, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava took cognizance
and instructed the Old
Bhilai Police Station to
lodge an FIR and take ac-
tion against the accused.
The victims hail from
Alwar in Rajasthan and
were presently staying in
a rented house in Charoda
for the last several
months. They were report-
edly involved in begging.
On the other hand, leaders
of Bharatiya Janata Party
have condemned this inci-
dent and have opened an
attack on the Congress
State Government. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that three persons
dressed as Sadhus were
thrashed by a mob on ru-
mours of child-lifting in
Charoda Basti under
Bhilai-3 Police Station
limits. An FIR has been
lodged under different sec-
tions of IPC. The victims
identified as Rajbir Singh,
Aman Singh and Shyam
Singh of Alwar
Rajasthan, underwent
medical examination in
presence of cops. All sad-

hus have sustained super-
ficial injuries and have
been discharged from hos-
pital after first aid. He ap-
pealed to all citizens not to
over-react on rumours of
child-lifting and do not
take law into their own
hands. According to infor-
mation, police have round-
ed up about 30 persons
who were involved in beat-
ing the sadhus. The vic-
tims were unable to pro-
duce any documents re-
garding their identifica-
tion. As the investigation
team did not find any sus-
picious activity on the
part of the sadhus, they
were released. Rajya
Sabha MP Saroj Pandey

condemned the brutal in-
cident with Sadhus. She
questioned that one can
imagine the situation of
law and order in the state
when such incidents are
happening in the home
district of the Chief
Minister and Home
Minister. She suggested
the Congress leaders do
some work instead of
making rhetorical state-
ments. Former Cabinet
Minister Rajesh Munat
tweeted that there is no
control over criminals.
The home district of CM
is disturbed due to fear
and grief. Other BJP lead-
ers also condemned this
incident.

Three Sadhus beaten up on
suspicion of being child-lifters

Women held
for theft at 

jewellery shop

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0066::  Police have
arrested two women on
charges of stealing jewellery
from a jewellery shop. The vic-
tim owns a jewellery shop in
village Kurud. He complained
that two unidentified women
had stolen 25 nos nose pins of
gold worth Rs 45000 from his
shop. They had visited the shop
as customers and committed
theft when the shopkeeper was
busy with other customers.
Taking the matter into serious
cognizance, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava instructed the team of
Jamul Police Station to trace
the accused. The investigation
team examined the CCTV
footage and spotted the sus-
pects. Soon the women were
taken into custody and during
interrogation they confessed to
have committed the crime.
Police recovered 25 nos nose
pins (weighing 7.5 grams)
worth Rs 45000 from their pos-
session. The accused are iden-
tified as S Meena (27) of Zone
1, Sector 11 and S Neela alias
Kundi Rao a resident of Camp-
1, Chhawani. Inspector M
Yakub Memon, ASI Purna
Bahadur Singh, ASI Phulchand
Yadav, Head Constable Roman
Sonwani, Constables Rajkumar
Chandra, G Samuel, Amit
Singh, Dinesh and Gambhir
Jaat played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Bhilai, Oct 06: On the oc-
casion of Dussehra, differ-
ent units of RSS per-
formed Shastra Puja and
took out Path Sanchalan in
the district. Jai Hanuman
Praudh Vyavasayi Shakha,
Maitrikunj of RSS organ-
ised Shastra Puja at
Dakshin Mukhi Hanuman
Mandir in Risali. Early in
the morning, a large num-
ber of RSS Swayamsevaks
gathered in full uniform
with their Dand Shastra to
perform Shastra Puja.
Renowned Homoeopath Dr
Laxprad presided over the
programme. The RSS
Swayamsevaks practiced
yoga and performed the
rituals of Shastra Puja.
Jagdishwar Banchhore,
coordinator of the

Dharma Jagran Samanvay
Vibhag, delivered the
keynote address. He ex-
plained under what cir-
cumstances the RSS was
established in Nagpur in
1925 on the day of Vijaya
Dashami. Describing Dr
Hegdewar as the great
hero of the century, he nar-
rated the story of the foun-
dation of the Sangh. Dilip
Deshpande, Ghosh
Pramukh of district Durg,
detailed about the Ghosh
Vadya Yantra Tukdi and
its activities. Patriotic
songs were presented by
the swayamsevaks. Some
of them shared their life
experiences in which they
did social work in the in-
terest of the country.

Dr Laxprad explained

the importance of Shastra
Puja in a very simple way.
Citing the example of a
farmer, he said that a
farmer prepares the field
in view of weather, sows
seeds, adds manure and ir-
rigates the field to get a
good crop. But if he fails to
protect the crop, the boun-
tiful crops are destroyed by
animals.

In the same way, if we
are unable to protect the
wisdom and knowledge of
our ancestors, culture, fes-
tivals, ideology, worship
methods, art, etc, the ene-
mies would overpower us
and we will lose our rich
culture, tradition and
knowledge. The same is
happening over the last
several centuries and

Indian culture is getting
lost day by day. Therefore,
we should have skills of
using weapons to protect
our culture and tradition.
Weapons along with Vedas
are also in the hands of
deities of Hindu culture.
This weapon is for self-de-
fence, which is an intro-
duction of power.
Therefore, on the day of
Vijaya Dashami, weapons
are worshipped with the
spirit of victory. Toran Lal
Sinha, Narendra Kela,
Anil Sahu, Sunil Sahu,
Rajesh Singh and other
volunteers of RSS were
present.

Bhilai, Oct 06: 

On Thursday, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel paid tributes to
Swami Atmanand on his
birth anniversary during
a programme organized
in Patan. On this occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
inaugurated develop-
ment works and per-
formed bhoomipujan for
projects worth Rs 921
crore in Patan assembly
constituency area.

Chief Minister per-
formed Bhoomipujan of
works worth about Rs
280 crore and inaugurat-
ed works worth about Rs
641 crore. Baghel said
that Swami Atmanand
devoted his entire life to
make quality education
accessible to all sections
of the society. To make
his dreams come true,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government has opened
701 English medium
schools after his name.
Along with English, the
students are learning
Sanskrit and
Chhattisgarhi also so
that the students can

stay connected with
their tradition. He said
that along with provid-
ing economic opportuni-
ties to the people, the
state government has
worked towards saving
the culture.

Addressing the gather-
ing of birth anniversary
celebrations of Swami
Atmanand, CM said that
they are determined to
follow the path shown by
Swami Atmanand. Chief
Minister said that he in-

augurated the
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics in Raipur. He
added that our
Chhattisgarhi games had
become extinct and to
preserve these games,
they included 14 types of
local games in the
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics.

Everyone can partici-
pate in these games. This
program has started on
the birth anniversary of
Swami Atmanand and

will conclude on the
birth anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda.
Before Diwali, the gov-
ernment will give the
Nyay Yojna installment
on October 17 so that peo-
ple can celebrate Diwali
in a good manner. With
this, traders will also be
able to celebrate a pros-
perous Diwali. Paddy
procurement will start
from November 1. CM
added that the Gauthans
have been made just for

the villagers. He said
that the crop of oilseeds
should also be taken and
oil extraction should be
done in Gauthan itself.
There is also a provision
of employment for the
educated youth in these
rural livelihood centers.
In the health sector,
many types of medical
tests are being done free
of cost in Patan. “We are
working hard to fulfill
the dreams of our ances-
tors”, he asserted.

Mehtarlal Verma also ad-
dressed the gathering.
Chairman of District Co-
operative Central Bank -
Jawahar Verma;
Chairman of District
Mandi Board - Ashwini
Sahu, President of Patan
Nagar Panchayat -
Bhupendra Kashyap and
other dignitaries were
present. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava and other offi-
cers were also present.

CM commemorates Swami Atmanand on his birth anniversary

Bhilai, Oct 06: 

Police have arrested a
drug peddler with a con-
signment of intoxicating
cough syrup. Total value
of the seized drugs is
around Rs 1.12 lakhs. The
accused has been booked
under the provisions of
NDPS Act.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they are
conducting a special cam-
paign “Jio Khulkar”
against the illegal trade of
intoxicants.

Under this campaign,
people are being urged for
de-addiction also. In this
sequel, police received a
tip off regarding a drug
peddler who was selling

cough syrups to the ad-
dicts at Amapara in Durg.
Police team swung into ac-
tion and the suspect was
taken into custody.

On searching, police re-
covered 713 bottles of
cough syrup (Codeine
Pheniramine Maleate
Syrup Cofson Cd) packed
in six crates from his pos-
session.

Rs 700 cash was also re-
covered from him. When
questioned, he confessed
involvement in the illegal
activity of selling the in-
toxicating drugs. The ac-
cused is identified as
Ashish Singh (27) son of
Shailendra Singh a resi-
dent of Old Amapara,
Durg.

He was booked under
the provisions mentioned
in sections 8, 22 (C), 27 (A)
of Narcotics Act.
Inspector KK Vajpayee, SI
D u l e s h w a r
Chandravanshi, ASI
Kirendra Singh,
Constables Om Prakash
Deshmukh, Omkar
Chandrakar and
Devendra Rajput played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Drug peddler nabbed with
713 bottles of cough syrup 

Bhilai, Oct 06: 

Superintendent of
Police along with all the
gazetted officers per-
formed Shastra Puja on
the occasion of Vijaya
Dashmi. Shastra Puja
was organized in the ar-
moury of Police Lines in
Durg. This day symbolis-
es the victory of good
over evil and the celebra-
tion of the annihilation
of the demon
Mahishasura by Goddess
Durga. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava performed the re-
ligious rituals and of-
fered prayers to Goddess
Durga. He worshipped
the weapons amidst
chanting of ved mantras.

All the officers / per-
sonnel exchanged Vijaya
Dashami greetings. The
police officers opened
celebratory rounds of
fire in the air after the
worship. Later they wor-
shipped the vehicles in
the vehicle branch of the
Reserve Centre in Police
Lines. Officers / person-
nel participated in
Shastra Puja and sought
blessings from Goddess
Durga on the festival of

Dussehra. Special
arrangements were made
for Shastra Puja in the

Police Lines Durg. Anant
Kumar Sahu (Additional
Superintendent of

Police, Rural), Sanjay
Dhruv (Additional
Superintendent of
Police, City), Meeta
Pawar (Additional
Superintendent of Police
- IUCAW), Abhishek Jha
(City Superintendent of
Police, Durg), Prem
Kumar Sahu (Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, AJK), Nassar
Siddiqui (Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Crime), Gurjit
Singh (Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Traffic), Nilesh
Dwivedi (Deputy
Superintendent of Police,
Lines), Shilpa Sahu
(Deputy Superintendent
of Police, IUCAW),
Nagendra Kumar
(Commandant, Home
Guards), Ramesh Kumar
Chandra (Reserve
Inspector), Tripti Singh
Rajput (Subedar), Sub
Inspector Mahendra
Meshram (In-Charge
Vehicle Branch), P
Solomon (In-Charge
Armoury), Purushottam
Yadav, Santosh Pandey,
officers/employees of
Reserve Center of Durg
Police present.

RSS performs Shastra Puja on Dussehra 

Prabhunath Soni
BBhhiillaaii::  Durga
Mandir Ward,
Khursipar res-
i d e n t
Prabhunath
Soni left for
heavenly abode on
Wednesday. Last rites of the
mortal remains were per-
formed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the
father of Mahesh Soni, Rinku
Soni and Dinesh Soni.

Obituary

Cops performs Shastra Puja on Vijaya Dashami
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Saket Dalmia new president of PHD Chamber 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0066:: Saket Dalmia,
Managing Director, Marble City (PG
Industry Ltd.), Sanjeev Agrawal,
Chairman – MMG  and Hemant Jain,
Managing Director of KLJ group of
companies, have respectively taken
over as President, Sr. Vice President
and Vice President of the PHD
Chamber of Commerce & Industry,
on October 1st, 2022. Mr. Saket
Dalmia, Managing Director at
Marble City (PG Industry Ltd.) has
taken over as President from 1st
October, 2022 of PHD Chamber of

Commerce and Industry. He
obtained his degree in business and
finance from the McDonough School
of Business, Georgetown University,
USA, and started his entrepreneurial
journey after his return from the
USA. The company has several joint
ventures with cutting-edge global
facade products and was felicitated
as one of the 100 fastest growing
export houses from India.  Mr.
Sanjeev Agrawal, Chairman – MMG,
is the brain behind establishing the
group diversification and growth
over the years. Under his leadership
and guidance the group has
achieved top position in its core
business operations of soft drinks,
oils and gas services. Over the last
two decades MMG has diversified
successfully into industrial and con-
sumer businesses, creating an ethi-
cal and responsible organization
with a strong financial position.

Mr.Hemant Jain, Managing Director
of KLJ group of companies and is
also the Vice Chairman of KLJ
Organic Qatar W.L.L. Qatar. Mr.
Hemant Jain is a trained business
management professional having
earned a diploma in international
business management from Harvard
University, USA and has business
acumen in management skills. The
KLJ Group has seen an exponential
growth under the able guidance of
Mr. Hemant Jain. PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry is felicitat-
ed to have such dynamic leadership
for the presidential year 2022-2023.
PHDCCI is assured to reach newer
heights with thought leadership of
its new leaders and will always
stand in full solidarity with all the
offices of the government and will
make every effort to be a significant
contributor towards building a Self-
Reliant India.  

Ch’garh Kayaking and Canoeing team to
take part in 36th national competition

Raipur, Oct 06: Four
women players, one coach
and women manager of
Chhattisgarh are partici-
pating in the 36th national
competition for Kayaking
and Canoeing game organ-
ized at Riverfront in
Ahmedabad city of Gujarat
from October 5 to October
11.

Before leaving for the
said competition, playing
kit, track suits, bags and
shoes were distributed to
the team by Dr Charandas
Mahant, Speaker Assembly.
He conveyed his best wish-
es to all the players, manag-
er and coach and urged
them to make the state
proud with their perform-
ance.

Track suits, bags and
shoes have been supplied by

Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association with the help of
the government. Playing kit
has been given by
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Kayaking and Canoeing
Association. Track suits,
bags and shoes were sup-
plied by Chhattisgarh
Olympic Association with
the help of the government.
Playing kit has been given
by Chhattisgarh State
Kayaking and Canoeing
Association.

The players of
Chhattisgarh left for
Ahmedabad by Ahmedabad
SF Express ( 12834 ) from
Raipur Railway Station at
1:35 pm on 6th October 2022.

The championship for
Kayaking and Canoeing is
to be started on 8th October
at the Riverfront of
Ahmedabad.

The team comprises
Koushal Nandani Thakur,
Pinki Sahu, Devki Sahu,
Khushbu Nirmalkar,
Ashok Sahu (coach) and
Shivangi Thakur (manag-
er). Baldev Singh Bhatia,
President of Chhattisgarh
State Kayaking and
Canoeing Association,
Rohit Kale, Executive
President of Chhattisgarh
State Kayaking and
Canoeing Association ex-
tended best wishes to all the
players.

Ch’garh pickleball
team leaves for Indore 

Raipur, Oct 06: A 26-mem-
ber team of Chhattisgarh
left for Indore today to par-
ticipate in the second
National Pickleball
Championship organized
by MP Pickleball
Association under the
aegis of Indian Pickleball
Association from 7th to 9th
October. Chhattisgarh
Pickleball Association
president Kamaljit Singh
Hora, general secretary
Rupendra Singh Chouhan
and Arjun Singh
Shekhawat wished the
team good performance.

The Chhatisgarh team
comprises Ajay Nayak,
Lukesh Netam (captain),
Ajay Tandi, Anuranjan
Natheniyal, Aishwarya
Dutt Mersa, Anmol
Nathenial, Mili Chug,
Hemika Jindal, N
Nathenial, Shailja Singh,
Surka Singh, Reeta Singh,
Seema Jindal, Jasved
Sharma, Vikas Kushwaha,
Aditya Bajaj, Hemika
Jindal, Akash Kushwaha,
Divyanshu Tandi,
Sanskriti Tatal, Shilpi
Matreja, Sujata Devras,
Sangeeta Nathenial,
Ramkesh Kushwqaha,
Radheshyam Tandi, Shalaj
Nathenial and Gyanchand
Vishvakarma.

38th Foundation Day of AIBOC concludes 
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0066:: The
Chhattisgarh State unit of the
All India Bank Officers’
Confederation  (AIBOC), the
largest Trade Union represent-
ing more than 3 lakh officers
working in the Banking indus-
try  has  observed the 38th
Foundation day of AIBOC  by
unfurling the AIBOC flag at
PNB, Motibagh Chowk, Raipur
in the presence of Vikas
Upadhyay, Parliamentary
Secretary- Government of
Chhattisgarh and MLA – Raipur
West Assembly.

On this solemn  occasion
AIBOC members  took a pledge
to resist the Government
moves  of Bank privatization by
ensuring that our national
treasure in the form of Public
Sector banks remain safe and
secure and continue to play the
role of extending helping
hands to millions of our cus-
tomers who have put their life
time savings in the PSBs  and
depend on the PSBs for run-
ning their honest and sincere
economic activities.  

On this momentous occa-
sion, as a responsible Trade
Union having real concern for

the welfare of the Society and
registering our Social responsi-
bility - the Chhattisgarh State
Unit of AIBOC extended its
helping hand for the needy
people by donating Rs 21000
to Seva Bharti Matruchhaya,
Raipur – an organisation dedi-
cated to provide free medical,
value-based education to
deprived society and where the
new born babies abandoned
for any social or other reasons
are take care of.  

Vikas Upadhyay,
Parliamentary Secretary-
Government of Chhattisgarh
and MLA – Raipur West
Assembly has applauded the
role of AIBOC  by its struggle
‘Bank Bachao, Desh Bachao’
movement has brought in a
great transformation in the

minds of ordinary public. He
said today banking services
have become accessible to mil-
lions of common people. Public
Sector banks have changed the
profile of Indian economy.
Public Sector banks have
become the engine to take our
country’s economy forward by
mobilizing the huge precious
savings of the people and mak-
ing banking credit available to
the needy segments. The State
Secretary, Y.Gopal Krishna has
called upon all the members
that let us march forward and
uphold the flag of AIBOC,
which is the symbol of hope,
commitment, dedication, sacri-
fice, consolidation, unity and
struggle, informs a release
issued by Y Gopal Krishna,
State Secretary.

Placement camp for
educated unemployed

youth on Oct 10
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 06: District
Employment and Self
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur will or-
ganize a placement
camp on October 10 to
provide employment op-
portunities to the local
educated unemployed
youth in the private sec-
tor. This camp will be
organized in
Employment Exchange,
Old Police
Headquarters premises
from 11 am to 2 pm.

Private Sector
Planner Airtel Payment
Bank Limited and Alert
SGS Private Limited,
Raipur will recruit 79
posts of Merchant
Executive, Rural Bank
Mitra Security Guard,
Computer Operator.
Applicants who have

passed 8th to graduation
will be eligible for re-
cruitment to these posts.
After selection on these
posts, the candidates
will be given a salary of
Rs 7 thousand to Rs 12
thousand per month.

Omkara Solutions
will recruit 1100 posts of
Automated Technician
for Raipur Gujarat and
Aurangabad Plant and
Worker for Amazon
Packing Company
Ahmedabad. Applicants
who have passed 10th
with minimum 50%
marks can join this re-
cruitment. On employ-
ment, salary of Rs.11
thousand will be given
per month. Interested
and eligible applicants
can attend the interview
process by appearing on
the scheduled date and
venue.

MoHFW to visit AIIMS Raipur

Raipur, Oct 06: Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya,
Central Minister of Health
and Family
Welfare(MoHFW), has
consented to visit the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences, Raipur, soon.
Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director,
AIIMS-R, met him in Delhi
and invited him to visit
Raipur. Prof. Nagarkar
also briefed him on vari-
ous development projects
to be implemented by
AIIMS-R.

During the meeting,
Prof. Nagarkar said that
AIIMS-R provides state-of-
the-art facilities to pa-
tients coming from
Chhattisgarh and nearby
states. ‘Thousands of pa-
tients are reaching AIIMS-
R every day for affordable
and state-of-the-art health

facilities available in the
Hospital. AIIMS has
played a lead role during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
Prof. Nagarkar told
MoHFW.

Prof. Nagarkar also
briefed him on various de-
cisions AIIMS-R took dur-
ing the Chintan Shivir last
month. He has also given

multiple suggestions to
make the AIIMS system
more efficient and people-
centric. Dr. Mandaviya ac-
cepted the invitation to
visit AIIMS-R. The date
will be announced later.
Anshuman Gupta, Deputy
Director (Admin.), accom-
panied Prof. Nagarkar
during the meeting.

28 satta operators of Mahadev
online booking app arrested

Raipur, Oct 06: Taking
major action against online
satta, Raipur Police arrest-
ed 28 satta operators by run-
ning an inter-state opera-
tion. Bookie Mahadev was
conducting online satta
through online booking app
book website. The accused
were arrested by teams in

Jharsuguda, Titlagarh,
Chhindwara and Bhilai-
Durg. Online satta opera-
tors used to bet on live casi-
no, poker games, ludo, foot-
ball games to win or lose.
All of them are being inter-
rogated over involvement of
any gang at the internation-
al level.

Transactions worth
crores of rupees are seen in
the accounts of the arrested
persons. In the investiga-
tion, information was found

in more than 500 accounts
across the country includ-
ing UP, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh. About 40 lakh ru-
pees were frozen in the ac-
counts of 97 ATM cards.
Mahadev App’s ID is run in
the names of Bet Bhai 9,
Tiger Exchange and
Ambani Book. People in-
volved in online betting
were arrested from differ-
ent states.

Twenty four Laptops, 75
Mobiles, 4 Routers, 2 Router
Power Cables, 6 Extension
Boxes, 21 Mobile Chargers,
17 Laptop Chargers, 12 Satta
Patti Accounting Copies,
Cash of Rs 9860, 97 ATM
Cards, 6 Aadhar Cards, 5
Pan Cards, 1 Voter ID Card,
1 Kisan Card, 2 Mouses, 3
Check Books, 2 Bank
Passbooks, 2 Power Banks, 2
Calculators, 2 Driving
Licenses, 1 Bajaj Finance
Card, 1 Head Phone and 70
SIM Cards were seized.

Ch’garhiya Olympics games have been started
to bring back the era of traditional games: CM

Raipur, Oct 06: Chief
Minister Shri Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday
l a u n c h e d
‘ C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics’, which aims to
promote traditional games
of Chhattisgarh, at Sardar
Balbir Singh Juneja
Indoor Stadium here.

“Chhattisgarh is known
for its rich and unique cul-
ture and tradition.
Traditional games hold a
special place in the state’s
culture. However, as a
modern civilization
grows, people are gradual-

ly forgetting their old cul-
ture and traditions.
Keeping this in view,
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics
games have been started to
bring back the era of tradi-
tional games and create an
environment to make
these games flourish.
Besides, it also aims to
make the younger genera-
tion aware of our culture
and tradition”, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

Pointing out the benefits
of playing traditional
games, Baghel said “these
games are not only enter-
taining but also beneficial
for maintaining good
physical and mental
health. In rural areas, chil-
dren, the elderly, and
youth all engage in these
games for entertainment
and to keep themselves fit.
Local Games will be or-
ganized in every village,
block, and district under
Chhattisgarhiya Olympic
Games.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister Shri Baghel also
released a brochure giving
information about the
Chhattisgarhiya Olympic
Games.

Addressing the gather-
ing on the occasion, Sports
Minister Umesh Patel said
that the progressive think-
ing of the Chief Minister
has helped to promote the
state’s unique culture to a
great extent. For the first
time, such a grand event
has been organized to pro-
mote the traditional
games of Chhattisgarh.
No such attempt has been
made so far. The govern-
ment is making every pos-
sible effort to promote
local dialect, food, folk art,
culture, and sports and to
get it recognized outside
Chhattisgarh as well. The
government’s efforts are

paying off as well as the
campaign of eating ‘Bore-
Baasi’ has gained recogni-
tion across the country
and abroad. Now tradi-
tional sports will also get
their own identity.

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Urban
Administration, and
Development Minister
Shiv Kumar Dahariya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, Mayor
Aijaz Dhebar,
Chhattisgarh Housing
Construction Board
Kuldeep Juneja,

Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Women
Dr. Kiranmayee Nayak,
MLA Satyanarayan

Sharma, Zila Panchayat
President Smt.
Domeshwari Verma,
Youth Commission
President Jitendra
Mudaliar along with
Additional Chief
Secretary Renu Pillay, Shri
Subrat Sahoo, Secretary
Sports Neelam Namdev
Ekka, and Director of
Sports Shweta Sinha and a
large number of
sportspersons and digni-
taries were also present on
the occasion.

COLOURFUL WALLS AND LANES

The people are getting the outer walls of their houses painted with colourful pictures
and scene to make it look more attractive.

CM Baghel inaugu-
rates
‘Chhattisgarhiya
Olympic Games’

People of all ages
can participate in
this multi-sport
event

Events will be held
in six levels, there
will be separate
categories for men
and women

The traditional sports
competition of Chhattisgarh
will be held in the team and
individual categories. 14
types of traditional sports
have been included in the
Olympic games to be held till
January 6 next year. The
games falling under the team

category include Gilli Danda,
Pitthul, Sankhali, Langdi
race, Kabaddi, Kho-Kho, and
Kancha games. Similarly,
games under the Individual
category include Billas,
Fugdi, Gedi race, Bhaura
(Indian spinning top), 100-
meters race, and long jump.

14 types of traditional games, two
categories—Individual and Team

Events will be held at six
levels from village club

level to state level
Sports competitions under
the ‘Chhattisgarhiya
Olympics’ will be organized
at six levels. The first is the
village level that will be of
‘Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club’. The
second is the zonal level in
which there will be a club
comprising 8 Rajiv Yuva
Mitan clubs. Similarly, then
at the development block /
urban cluster level, district
level, divisional level, and
lastly at the state level.
Besides, there are three
age group categories
including the first category
for participants till the age
of 18 years, the second for
the participants under 18-
40 years of age group, and
lastly for participants
above 40 years of age.

Information about
500 accounts, 40
lakh frozen

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, AIIMS-R met 
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Central Minister of Health and
Family Welfare in New Delhi on Monday

Briefed about
Development
Projects

For National
Championship

Assembly Speaker
distributes playing
kit, tracksuits, 
blazers, shoes to
team members

Sanjeev Agrawal,
Hemant Jain have
respectively taken
over as Sr. Vice
President and Vice
President on
October 1st, 2022.

Organising committee 
of ‘The Unique War’ 

pro-wrestling event met CM

Raipur, Oct 06: Members
of the organising commit-
tee of “The Unique War”
pro-wrestling event met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence of-
fice here this evening. He
invited the Chief Minister
to attend the event as the
chief guest. The Pro-
Wrestling event will be
held at Raipur’s Indoor
Stadium on October 9 at 4
pm. Organising commit-
tee member Mr. Sachin
Advanshi said that the
pro-wrestling event which

is going to be organised
here will be the biggest
among all the pro-
wrestling events held in
India so far. Wrestlers
from the country and
abroad will participate in
this. 18 wrestlers (male
and female) will partici-
pate in this wrestling
event, including 4 foreign
wrestlers. All wrestlers
are members of “Freak
Fighter Wrestler”. He told
that Bollywood actor Mr.
Sahil Khan is also coming
on the day of the match.

Fencing team wins
Bronze medal

Raipur, Oct 06: In the 35th
National Games 2022, the
state’s Fencing team won
the bronze medal in the
semifinals today. In the
Saber event championship
in Gandhi Nagar, Reshu
Sahu, Gaurav Choudhary,
Jubraj Singh, S Viju in the
quarterfinals with Haryana
team continued their strug-
gle till the end and managed
to defeat them by 45-44 and
entered into the semi-finals.
But in the semi-finals, in a
very tough match, they had
to satisfy with a bronze
medal.

On this achievement of
team players from Fencing,
CM Bhupesh Baghel,
Sports Minister Umesh

Patel, President of Fencing
Association Dr S
Bhartidasan, General Secy.
Bashir Ahmed Khan,
Directors Sports & Youth
Welfare deptt Shweta Sinha
Shrivastava, CSM Atul
Shukla, Dy. CDM Rupendra
Singh Chouhan extended
greetings to entire Fencing
team.

The chief coach of Saber
team Praveen Kumar
Ganware, V Johnson
Soloman, and Anoop
Choudhary, manager
Akhilesh Dubey informed
that in the competition so
far, Chhattisgarh has won 2
silver medals, 2 bronze
medals and total 4 medals
so far. Despite limited re-
sources with players of the
state, earning such distinc-
tion after tough training is
a big achievement.

OP Jindal University’s second
convocation on Oct 10

Raigarh, Oct 05: The sec-
ond convocation of OP
Jindal University, Raigarh
will be held on
10thOctober 2022 in the au-
ditorium of OP Jindal
School, Raigarh. The Vice
Chancellor OP Jindal
University Dr. D. Patidar
said that the convocation is
a very important day not
only for the students but
also for the university; and
since it is being conducted
in offline mode for the first
time, it is not only impor-
tant but also a historic day
for the university.. Dr.
Patidar informed that for
the chief guest of this sec-
ond convocation of the
University, Hon’ble
Governor of Chhattisgarh,
Anusuiya Uikey has been
given her consent. The spe-
cial guests Umesh Patel
(Minister Higher
Education, Chhattisgarh
Govt), Naveen Jindal
(Chairman-Jindal Steel
and Power), Dr. Umesh
Kumar Mishra
(Chairman- Chhattisgarh
Private University
Regulatory Commission,
Raipur), and Shallu Jindal
(Chancellor- OP Jindal

University, Raigarh) will
address the function.
During this second convo-
cation, 31 gold, 28 silver
and 27 bronze medals will
be awarded to the students
of School of Engineering,
School of Management
and School of Science;
along with this, degrees
will also be awarded to a
total of 738 students. Dr.
Patidar said that this con-
vocation, being organized
in the auditorium of OP
Jindal School, Raigarh,
will start on October 10th
from 3 PM to 6 PM and dur-
ing this time all the stu-
dents, guests and parents
will be present and boost
the morale of all the degree
recipients. Dr. Patidar ap-
pealed to all the parents to
be present on this impor-
tant day of their children
and motivate them and ex-
pressed the hope that sure-
ly this second convocation
will be a historically suc-
cessful one with the coop-
eration of all. During this
convocation, the annual re-
port of the university will
also be presented by Dr R.
D. Patidar, Vice Chancellor,
OP Jindal University.

Anuva and Vedanta’s BMC
announce strategic collaboration 

Raipur, Oct 06: Anuva, a
translational research
company, and the
Vedanta’s BALCO
Medical Centre (BMC),
one of India’s leading can-
cer hospitals, jointly an-
nounce strategic collabo-
ration to build a Cancer
Genomics Biobank for re-
search on cancer in India.
The memorandum of un-
derstanding was signed
by Dr. Jonathan Picker,
CEO of Anuva, and Dr.
Bhawna Sirohi, Medical
Director of BMC, at the
BALCO Medical Centre in
Naya Raipur,
Chhattisgarh.

This collaboration
leverages the strengths of
both organizations – the
clinical expertise of
BALCO Medical Centre
and Anuva’s biobanking
and genomic expertise.
Anuva and BMC aim to
use this cancer bio/data
bank for clinical research
to identify relevant in-
sights for precision medi-

cine application for can-
cer in India.

A cancer focused
bio/data bank will help
both organizations accel-
erate discoveries by bring-
ing together biological
factors with the back-
ground risk elements, at a
population level, to find
the critical genes that
drive cancer. The result-
ing knowledge will im-
prove understanding of
how genetic variants in-
fluence cancer, thereby, in-
creasing effectiveness of
diagnosis and treatment.

Speaking about the col-
laboration, Jyoti Agarwal,

Chairperson of BALCO
Medical Centre, said,
“This is another mile-
stone in the journey of
BALCO Medical Centre
towards becoming India’s
cancer care destination.
Our collaboration with
Anuva will bring together
the best of knowledge,
technology and research
to serve the people of
India better, through pre-
cision medicine and tar-
geted treatment.”

Dr Bhawna Sirohi,
Medical Director of BMC,
added, “This partnership
will provide us a bridge to
support “bench to bed-

side” research, driving
our efforts to accelerate
progress in treating can-
cer and also help patients
with cancer live longer
with better quality 
of life.”

“I am tremendously ex-
cited to embark on this en-
deavor with BALCO
Medical Centre,” said Dr
Jonathan Picker, CEO of
Anuva. He further noted,
“Despite all the research,
cancer still remains the
third leading cause of
death. As a genetic dis-
ease, the research needs
to be personalized to the
affected populations.”

Governor attends Deepotsav
program of Wardha University

Raipur, Oct 06: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey, at-
tended Deepotsav-2022 or-
ganized by Mahatma
Gandhi International
Hindi Vishwavidyalaya on
the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti at Wardhan. She
inaugurated the
Deepotsav by lighting the

lamp. It is noteworthy that
every year from the year
2019, on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti, on
October 2nd, Arogya Deep
Parv is being organised by
the University with the co-
operation of the residents
of Wardha. On this occa-
sion, Wardha city includ-
ing the entire university
was illuminated with diya
light, which gives a sense
of Gandhi’s resplendent
India.

Governor Ms. Uikey

was overwhelmed to see
the grandeur of the re-
splendent university cam-
pus and appreciated the
residents of Wardha and
the university manage-
ment. She said that the
light of Gandhi’s thoughts
has made the whole world
see the real India. The
Deepotsav organized on
the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti is a golden mo-
ment and it will be etched
in my memories forever.

This Deepotsav is a con-
tinuous reminder of the
resolve of the last people
of India to achieve a digni-
fied life, the dream of a
self-reliant India and a
healthy society. Governor
Ms. Uikey also appreciat-
ed the call of the
University to light 5 lamps
for truth, harmony,
health, cleanliness and
peace and urged people to
cooperate. On this occa-
sion, MP Ramdas Tadas,
University Vice
Chancellor Dr. Rajnish
Kumar Shukla, students
of the University and resi-
dents of Wardha were
present.

Pay attention to sports along
with studies: Upadhyay

Raipur, Oct 06: The prize dis-
tribution and closing ceremony
of the 22nd Chhattisgarh State
Level School Sports
Competition 2022-23 was held at
Salem English Medium School.
The sports participants of five
zones of Chhattisgarh - Bastar,
Bilaspur, Surguja, Durg and
Raipur participated in 10 differ-

ent sports events from  October
1st to 4th. On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary and
MLA Raipur West, Vikas
Upadhyay said that children of
this age should pay attention to
sports along with studies.
Along with physical develop-
ment, mental development is
also necessary, he added.
Raipur Rural MLA Mr.
Satyanarayan Sharma said
that from the point of view of
building a good society and
overall round development of
balanced personality, organis-
ing sports competition has its
own special importance.
Through sports, the develop-

ment of a spirit like discipline,
patience, unity, alertness and
healthy competition in the
players gives inspiration to set
their life goals. This instills dis-
cipline in the players, he said.
At the same time, youth power
gets inspired to set their life
goals. 1520 participants from
five divisions participated in
this sports competition from
October 1 to October 4. Raipur
division was declared the over-
all champion in this competi-
tion. In this competition, soft
tennis ball events for boys and
girls of 14, 17, 19 years, basket-
ball boys and girls 17 years,
speedball for boys and girls 17,
19 years, squash event for boys
and girls 19 years, wrestling
(free style), Boys and Girls
14,17,19 years for Wrestling
(Grecoroman), Roller Skating
for Boys and Girls 14,17,19
Years, Hockey Boys and Girls
14 Years, Powerlifting Boys and
Girls 19 Years and Weightlifting
for Boys and Girls of 17,19
years were organised. On this
occasion, District Education
Officer RL Thakur and the con-
cerned officials and employees
including the organization sec-
retary were present.

Ch’garh’s ace shuttler 
Aakarshi Kashyap clinches gold 

Raipur, Oct 06:
Chhattisgarh’s ace shuttler
Aakarshi Kashyap
clinched the gold medal in
badminton at the 36th
National Games being held
in Gujarat.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Youth Welfare
and Sports Minister
Umesh Patel congratulated
Aakarshi for her outstand-
ing achievement. They
gave their best wishes to
Aakarshi for her future en-
deavors. “I congratulate
Aakarshi on winning gold.
She has made
Chhattisgarh proud at the
36th National Games”, said
Baghel. Sports Minister
Patel said “She demon-
strated her exceptional

sports talent and achieved
success, giving a tough
time to her opponent. It is a
proud moment for the
state.”

In the Badminton
Women’s Singles final
event played at Deendayal
Upadhyay Stadium in
Surat, Akarshi defeated
her opponent first seed
Malvika Bansod of
Maharashtra in a 44-
minute match to clinch the
winner’s title. Aakarshi
won the first set easily by
21-8. In the second set,
Aakarshi managed to win
the second gold medal for
Chhattisgarh, defeating
her opponent by 22-20.
Earlier, Aakarshi had won
the semifinals by defeating
Tanya Hemant of
Karnataka by 21-13, 21-15.

In the 36th National
Games held in Gujarat, the
players of Chhattisgarh
have won 7 medals so far.
This includes two gold,
three silver, and two bronze
medals. It is worth men-
tioning that Amitesh
Mishra won the gold medal
in the skating event. All the
office bearers of the State
Badminton Association
and Sports Director Smt.
Shweta Sinha also congrat-
ulated Akarshi for winning
the gold medal. Aakarshi
has expressed gratitude to
the Chhattisgarh
Government, Sports and
Youth Welfare
Department, Chhattisgarh
Olympic Association, and
Chhattisgarh Badminton
Association for their sup-
port.

CM transfers Rs 8.13 cr into the bank
accounts of the beneficiaries of GNY

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has said that the third in-
stallment of Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana
(RGKNY), along with the
third installment of Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana
(RGGBKMNY) and
Godhan Nyay Yojana
(GNY), will be paid to the
farmers on October 17 be-
fore Diwali. In this way, an
amount of more than Rs
1800 crore will be paid to
farmers, landless agricul-
tural laborers and cow
dung vendors of the state.
Chief Minister said that
Diwali is an important fes-
tival for all of us and now
with the release of afore-
mentioned installments

before Diwali, we will all
get to celebrate this festi-
val of light with great
pomp and fervor.

Chief Minister Baghel
gave aforementioned infor-
mation while transferring
an amount of Rs. 8.13 cr
online to the bank ac-
counts of Godhan Nyay
Yojana beneficiaries. This
included a dividend
amount of Rs 5.34 cr dis-
tributed to cow dung ven-
dors-villagers, Rs 1.69 cr to
Gauthan Samitis and Rs
1.11 cr transferred to the
women self-help groups.
Including the amount paid
to the dung vendors today,
Rs 170.34 cr has been paid
against the procurement of
cow dung so far.

On this occasion, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Agriculture
Minister Ravindra

Choubey, Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shiv Kumar Dahria,
Advisor to Chief Minister
Pradeep Sharma,
Secretary to Chief
Minister Dr. S.
Bharathidasan, Special
Secretary, Agriculture
Department Dr. Ayyaz F.
Tamboli, Mission Director
State Rural Livelihood
Mission Mr. Avneesh
Sharan, Director Livestock
Mr.. Chandan Sanjay
Tripathi, Deputy
Secretary, Agriculture
Department, Ms. Tulika
Prajapati were also pres-
ent.

Chief Minister appeals
farmers to do ‘Paira Daan’

At the programme,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel appealed the farm-
ers to donate hay. He fur-
ther said that the paddy

harvesting season is is
about to start. Farmers
should not burn hay and
donate it instead for cattle
fodder in Gauthans.
Availability of fodder for
cattle in gauthans will pre-
vent them from entering
farms and damaging the
crops. Chief Minister di-
rected the officers of the
Agriculture Department to
make arrangements for
the seeds of unhari crops,
mustard, tivara, linseed,
flaxseed etc.

While addressing the
programme, Chief
Minister said that paddy
procurement from farmers
at support price would be
commenced in the state
from November 1. Officials
have been directed to make
all the necessary arrange-
ments at the paddy pro-
curement centers, ensure

the availability of gunny
bags and make sure that
the farmers do not face any
inconvenience while sell-
ing paddy. Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey said on this occa-
sion that Gauthan,
Godhan Nyay Yojana and
Rural Industrial Park of
villages will become the
basic foundation of our
rural economy in the days
to come. Choubey said that
today, Chhattisgarh is the
state with the lowest un-
employment rate in the
country. This is the result
of effective implementa-
tion of various schemes by
state government. Mr.
Choubey said that under
Godhan Nyay Yojana, cow
dung worth Rs 170 cr has
been procured so far, and
an amount of Rs 162.21 cr
has been paid to Gauthan
committees and women
self-help groups. Moreover,
83,874 women of 11,187
women self-help groups
are engaged in various
activities of Gauthans
and have earned an in-
come of Rs 81.84 cr from
various income-oriented
works including the pro-
duction of vermi com-
post. Advisor to Chief
Minister Pradeep
Sharma also addressed
the program.
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At 36th National
Games*

CM  Bhupesh
Baghel, Sports
Minister Umesh
Patel congratulated
Aakarshi for her
outstanding
achievement

Aakarshi defeated
Malvika Bansod of
Maharashtra in
Badminton
Women’s Singles
event

22nd Chhattisgarh
State Level School
Sports Competition
2022 Prize
Distribution and
Closing Ceremony

Inaugurated the
Deepotsav by 
lighting a lamp

In cancer genomics

In the 35th National
Games-2022



G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Oct 06:
Moving forward in the di-
rection of realizing
Mahatama Gandhi’s Gram
Suraj dream, here on his
birth anniversary, MLA Dr.
KK Dhruv laid the founda-
tion stone for the establish-
ment of Mahatma Gandhi
Ruler Industries Park
(RIPA) in selected 6 cow-
sheds in the district. The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday laid the

foundation stone of RIPA
through video conferenc-
ing from the capital Raipur
with the aim of creating
means of additional in-
come through livelihood
for the rural poor families
in various cattle farms of
the state.
The selected six cowsheds
include Gram Panchayat
Dhanoli and Patarkoni of
District Panchayat
Gaurela, Gram Panchayat
Sonbacharwa and

Bariumrao of District
Panchayat Pendra and
Village Dongria and
Banshital of District
Panchayat Marwahi.

A millet husk process-
ing, poultry farming and
forest produce collection
unit will be established in
Rural Industrial Park
(RIPA) Dhanoli. Similarly,
pulse processing and poul-
try rearing units will be set
up in Dongria Gauthan
and oil processing and goat

rearing units will be set up
in Bansital Industrial
Park. Rs 2 cr are sanc-
tioned for each REPA.
This amount includes for
machinery, shed construc-
tion, road, electricity,
water etc.

MLA Dr. Dhruva said in
his address that Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi district
will move towards eco-
nomic development
through RIPA and he
thanked the Chief
Minister for this scheme
and said that the way of
employment has come out
of this scheme. On this oc-
casion, Collector Ms. Richa
Prakash Choudhary also
addressed the meet paying
homa g e to Mahatma
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur
Shastri.
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Dhamtari, Oct 06:

In the weekly meeting of
Jila Jal and and
Swachchata Samiti (JJSS)
under Jal Jeewan Mission
(JJM), Collector PS Elma
conducted review of vari-
ous water supply schemes
in the district. He gave in-
structions to EEs to get the
completion certification of
works of Retrofitting
water supply schemes
from the Panchayats soon
and directed to ensure
quality in all the works
and find out amicable solu-
tion to practical problems
faced.

The meeting was held in
the Collectorate on
Tuesday and when the
Collector inquired about

works of 21 Retrofitting
water supply scheme, only
six were shown as com-
pleted in the portal and on
this it was informed that
on getting certification
from the villages depend-
ent upon the Gram
Panchayats that it will
shown as completed. On
this Colelctor directed to
complete Retrofitting
work soon in the depend-
ent villages. While con-
ducting agency-wise re-
view of Single Village
water supply scheme;
Solar-based Scheme;

Group Water Supply
Scheme and about
pipeline expansion and
construction of water
tanks, the Collector direct-
ed to issue notices to the
contractors showing less
of progress and take ac-
tion likewise.

In the meeting, EE PHE
AK Shukla informed that
out of total 262 sanctioned
schemes of Retrofitting
Water Supply schemes, it
has been completed in 21
villages and is in progress
in the rest 241. In the same
way out of total 361 sanc-

tioned Single Village
water supply sheme, it has
been completed in 2 vil-
lages and work in 200 vil-
lages is in rpres and for 117
others it is under tender
procedure and in 45 vil-
lages it is yet to start. EE
informed that the tender
rates for 60 villages for the
above scheme is pending
with Jal & Swachchata
Samiti. On this Collector
directed the technical
members to complete the
work and take up next
course of action. On the
Solar Based water supply

scheme, it was informed
that 40 out of total 80
schemes have been com-
pleted and rest are in
progress.

In the same way under
Group water supply
scheme under JJM, re-
comendation for Sondhur
reservoir and Sankara and
Ghautla Group Water
Supply scheme has been
sent to higher office for ap-
proval. The Rudri Samooh
water supply scheme in
Rudri Barrage of
Mahanadi and Belargaon
Yojana in Dudhawa reser-
voir are under considera-
tion. Apart from this
change in the DPR of
Mohrenga Samooh water
supply scheme of Kugada
Pickup wear is in
progress. CEO District
Panchayat Priyanka
Mahobia, Upper Collector
Chandrakant Kaushik and
other officers from other
departments were present.

Get certification of completed works
from Panchayats soon: Collector

 Reviews works 

of JJSS under JJM

in Dhamtari

MLA Dhruv inaugurates RIPA

Konta/Sukma, Oct 04: 

On the occasion of
Mahatma Gandhi Jayanti,
Gram Sabha was organ-
ized in village Panchayat
Pedapara (Pakela) and vil-
lage Birsathpal Gauthan of
Chhindgarh block.

In the Gram Sabha, the
Livestock Development
Department inspired the
farmers, livestock farmers,
villagers and women of
local self-help groups to
take benefits by giving in-
formation about the de-
partmental schemes.
Along with this, necessary
information was given to
the livestock owners to pre-
vent the nodular skin dis-
eases and hoof-stick dis-
eases in the animals. They
were also appealed to get
their animals vaccinated
against FMD to prevent

diseases. Livestock
Development Department
(Pedapara) in Pakela Gram
Sabha under the Backyard
Poultry Farming Scheme
year 2022-23 to the mem-
bers of 6 Self-Help Groups,
30 units of colored chick-
ens and for breed improve-
ment, under the scheme of
distribution of improved
breeds of male goats under
the year 2022-23  Checks
were given to 10 beneficiar-
ies for supply of 10 units.
Similarly, in the Gram
Sabha of Birsathpal, 20
units of colored chickens
were given to the members
of 05 self-help groups

under the Backyard
Poultry Farming Scheme
year 2022-23 and 05 units
under the distribution
scheme of improved
breeds for breed improve-
ment. Checks were given
to 05 beneficiaries. During
this, departmental staff in-
cluding Sarpanch, Up
Sarpanch, Ward Panch,
Village Patel, Perma,
Pujari, members of
Gothan Management
Committee, public repre-
sentatives and Deputy
Director Livestock
Development Department
Dr.S Zahiruddin were pres-
ent.

Benefit given under 
beneficiary oriented schemes
 By Livestock

Development
Department

Bijapur, Oct 04: A jawan
committed suicide by
shooting himself in the 15
Battalion Dhanoara CAF
camp of the district. This
incident happened last
night at 11 o’clock. The
jawan died on the spot
after he shot himself in
the head with his gun. It is
being told that the name of
the jawan is Sunil Kumar

and he is a
resident of
Bhind district
of MP. The
reason for the
suicide is not
clear. Bijapur
SP has con-

firmed this incident.
Forensic team reaching
the spot is investigating
the matter.

Jawan committed suicide
shooting self on head

Ludo competition
today

KKhhaarroorraa,,  OOcctt  0066:: Yuwa Vikas
Samiti of Gram Tulsi (Asounda)
will be organising Ludo compe-
tition on Oct 7 and in this many
attractive prizes have been
put. First prize is of Rs 4001;
second of Rs 3001; third of Rs
2001; fourth of Rs 1001.  After
the Ludo competition,
‘Ramayan’ will be organised on
Saturday and in this Jai Maa
Saraswati Balika Manas family
of Kokadi Nari Dhamtari and
Janhavi Balika Manas family of
Bharuvidih Kala Kharora will
perform. The entry for the
Ludo competition is Rs 171 and
it will start at 8:00 in the night.

Rajnandgaon, Oct 06:
The police have started
cracking down on drug
dealers and after the dis-
covery of the smuggling of
brown sugar from
Mumbai and Nagpur, the
police has intensified the
search for its mastermind.
Based on the input from
the smugglers, prepara-
tions are being made to en-
circle the ringleader.

It is known that the
Chichola police took the
second major action
against brown sugar
smugglers within a month
and detained three smug-
glers on Saturday. 19

grams of brown sugar was
recovered from him, the in-
ternational value of which
has been estimated at
around three lakh rupees.
The police registered a
crime against the three ac-
cused under the NDPC Act
and sent the three accused
to jail. According to, drug
dealers used to smuggle
ganja etc. through trains,
but when the investigation
progressed there and the
accused were taken into
custody, the smugglers
started smuggling with
two-wheeler and four-
wheeler private vehicles.
Despite this, when the po-

lice tightened the screws,
the smugglers have started
a new trend to escape from
the police. Now they have
started traveling as ordi-
nary passengers in the
buses coming from
Maharashtra. According
to the information the
smugglers told in the inter-
rogation that the brown
sugar is mainly consumed
by their regular customers
in Durg and Bhilai. A lot
of caution is also taken in
this so as to avoid being
caught by the police.

The search is for the
main ringleader: SP

In this regard,
Superintendent of Police
Prafulla Thakur says that
after the case of brown
sugar smuggling was ex-
posed, efforts are being
made to take its main ring-
leader into custody. He ex-
pressed the possibility that
soon the ringleader will
also be caught by the po-
lice.

Police begins cracking 
down on drug smugglers

Bilaspur, Oct 06:

The 153rd birth anniver-
sary of father of the na-
tion Mahatma Gandhi and
119th birth anniversary of
late Prime Minister
Lalbahadur Shastry cele-
brated at NTPC Lara with
whole heartedly participa-
tion of all employees and
associates on 2nd October
2022. On this occasion a
walkathon was organised
under the leadership of
Diwakar Kaushik, Chief
General Manager and
Seema Kaushik,
President, Prerita Mahila
Samiti. Employees, family
members, CISF and associ-

ates visited the township
holding placards printed
with different quotes on
benefits of clean and
green environment.

On this occasion
Akhilesh Singh, GM
(Operation and
Maintenance), Rajeev
Ranjan, GM (Fuel
M a n a g e m e n t ) ,
Samarendra Kumar Roy,
GM (Operation), Ravi
Shankar, GM (Project),
Head of the departments
office bearers of Prerita
Mahila Samiti, Vijender
Singh, Asst. Commandant,
CISF cadets, employees
and children in large num-
bers participated.

Walkathon organised on
Gandhi’s, Shastri’s anniv

In NTPC Lara
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MALEGAON BLAST

BJP MP Thakur appears
before court

Mumbai, Oct 06 (PTI) 

BJP MP Pragya Singh
Thakur, a prime accused
in the 2008 Malegaon
blast case, on Thursday
appeared before the trial
court here.

The Bhopal MP re-
mained present before the
special judge for NIA
cases, A K Lahoti, as an
official of the
Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad who
had arrested her was de-
posing as a witness.

The ATS official was
cross-examined by
Thakur’s lawyer during
the day’s proceedings.
She arrived around 12 PM
and sat on the wooden
bench assigned for the ac-
cused. Later the court al-
lowed her to sit on a chair

after she complained of
backache. The court also
conducted the proceed-
ings in Hindi (instead of
Marathi and English) on
Thakur’s request.

Seven persons, includ-
ing Thakur and Lt Col
Prasad Purohit, are fac-
ing trial in the case.

As many as 26 witness-
es have turned hostile in
the case until now.

Six people were killed
and over 100 injured
when an explosive device
strapped to a motorcycle
went off near a mosque in
Malegaon, a communally
sensitive town in north
Maharashtra, on
September 29, 2008.

According to police, the
motorcycle was regis-
tered in Thakur’s name
which led to her arrest.

Ambani family has been target of threats over the years
Mumbai, Oct 06 (PTI) 

Calls received by a hos-
pital run by the Reliance
Foundation threatening to
kill Mukesh Ambani and
his family members were
the latest of the threats re-
ceived by the billionaire in-
dustrialist. Mumbai Police
on Thursday arrested
Rakesh Kumar Mishra (30)
from Darbhanga in Bihar
for allegedly making calls
to Sir H N Reliance
Foundation Hospital here
in the last two days, threat-
ening to blow up the hospi-
tal and kill Ambani, his
wife Nita and sons Akash
and Anant.

The caller had also
threatened to blow up
Antilia, the famous south
Mumbai residence of the
Ambani family on
Altamount Road in South
Mumbai .

According of the city po-
lice, this is the second in-
stance of Ambani family
getting threats on the hos-
pital landline number.

On August 15 this year,
the hospital had received
at least nine calls threaten-
ing the Reliance Industries
chairman and his family
members, said an official.

Bishnu Vidu Bhoumik
(56) was arrested in con-
nection with the calls.

In November 2021,
Mumbai Police increased
the security outside
Antilia following a tip
given by a taxi driver
about a possible threat, but
investigation found there
was no such threat. But an
incident involving threat
to the Ambani family earli-
er that year made national
headlines and shook the
state government. On
February 25, 2021, an ex-
plosive-laden SUV was
found parked on
Carmichael Road in South
Mumbai, near the Ambani
residence. Police recovered
a printed threat note in-
side along with gelatin

sticks.
The note this was only a

“trailer” and there would
be assembled explosives
next time instead of just
loose sticks. Mansukh
Hiran, a Thane-based busi-
nessman, told police the
SUV had been stolen from
his possession.

But the matter took a
grim turn when Hiran was
found dead in a creek in
Thane a few days later, and
an Assistant Inspector of
Mumbai crime branch,
Sachin Waze was arrested
for alleged involvement in
parking the SUV near
Antilia and also for
Hiran’s murder.

Lalu slams Bhagwat over self-employment comment
Patna, Oct 06 (PTI) 

RSS Chief Mohan
Bhagwat’s pitch for self-
employment, as against
seeking jobs in public or
private sectors, on
Thursday received a retort
from Sangh Parivar bete
noire Lalu Prasad.

The RJD founder, who is
set to be re-elected as the

party’s national president
in Delhi in a few days, took
to Twitter to express his
displeasure over
Bhagwat’s statement at
the Dussehra rally of the
RSS.

Addressing the rally,
Bhagwat had said that “in
any society, only 10, 20 or
30 per cent people get jobs
(naukri) in public and pri-

vate sectors” and asked
“how many can be accom-
modated if there is such a
mad scramble for jobs”.

Bhagwat’s statement is
being seen as an indirect
endorsement of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s stance of making a
distinction between
“naukri” and “rozgar”
(employment).

SEWER CLEANING

New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI) 

Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena has directed the
chief secretary to look
into a complaint about
non-payment of bills
worth Rs 16 crore by the
city government for clean-
ing of sewer lines main-
tained by the Delhi Jal
Board.

The complaint was filed
by Dalit Indian Chamber
of Commerce and

Industry (DICCI), officials
at LG office said.

No immediate reaction
was available from Delhi
government or the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) over the
issue.

The LG has expressed
displeasure over “inordi-
nate delay” in the pay-
ments and directed the
chief secretary to take im-
mediate steps to clear all
“genuine claims” of the
Dalit sanitation workers
before Diwali.

The DJB on February
20, 2019, had signed an

agreement with DICCI for
implementing a technolo-
gy-based solution for
sewer cleaning to elimi-
nate manual scavenging in
Delhi. As per the agree-
ment, 189 contractors from
the marginalized commu-
nity were engaged by DJB
for cleaning of the sewer
lines, the officials said.

These contractors en-
gaged over 1,000 sanitation
workers for cleaning of
sewers in the DJB areas.
The contractors pur-
chased sewer cleaning ma-
chines with loan assis-

tance under the ‘Stand Up
India’ scheme, they said.

The State Bank of India
had extended the term
loan up to 90 per cent of
the project cost — Rs 40
lakh for each machine —
and the remaining 10 per
cent of the margin money
was brought in by the
Dalit entrepreneurs.

The EMI payment to the
bank formed the major ex-
penditure every month
apart from the recurring
operation and mainte-
nance expenses of these
machines.

Cong, NPF slam Centre 
for extending AFSPA

Kohima, Oct 06 (PTI) 

The Congress and the
Naga People’s Front on
Thursday denounced the
Centre’s decision to extend
the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, 1958 (AFSPA)
in parts of Nagaland.

Criticising the Central
government for extending
the AFSPA for another six
months in the northeast-
ern state, Nagaland
Pradesh Congress
Committee (NPCC) presi-
dent K Therie said since
there was a complete
ceasefire with all the Naga
political groups and talks
were on to find a solution
to the Naga political issue,
there was no requirement
for a “draconian” law like
AFSPA.

On October 1, the
AFSPA was extended in
nine districts of Nagaland
Dimapur, Niuland,
Chumoukedima, Mon,
Kiphire, Noklak, Phek,
Peren, and Zunheboto and
16 police station areas in
four other districts
Kohima, Mokokchung,
Longleng, and Wokha.

“They (the Central gov-
ernment and Naga nego-

tiators) should settle the
Naga issue and not keep
the solution in cold stor-
age,” Therie said, adding
that enforcement of
AFSPA is a “meaningless
provocation”.

The Centre has been
holding separate talks
with the NSCN(IM) since
1997 and the Naga
National Political Groups
(NNPGs) since 2017. It
signed the framework
agreement with the
NSCN(IM) in 2015 and an
Agreed Position with
NNPG in 2017.

However, no final solu-
tion has been achieved to
date with the NSCN(IM)
remaining firm on its de-
mand for a separate flag
and constitution for the
Nagas.

Denouncing the exten-
sion of the Act in parts of
Nagaland, NSF president
Kegwayhun Tep and gen-
eral secretary Siipuni Ng.
Philo said, “We condemn
the overarching approach
of the central government
in extending the dracon-
ian AFSPA for another six
months under the pretext
of law and order problem
in major parts of
Nagaland.”

Describing the exten-
sion of the Act in parts of

Nagaland as “uncalled
for”, NPF Legislature
Party leader Kuzholuzo
Nienu alias Azo said,
“AFSPA is imposed only
when there is lawlessness
and insurgency problem
but now the law and order
situation in Nagaland is
peaceful by and large
everything is so good.
Therefore the extension of
the Act in Nagaland is un-
called for”.

Naga civil societies, in-
cluding Naga Hoho, also
condemned the decision to
extend the Act in parts of
Nagaland.

The AFSPA empowers
security forces to conduct
operations and arrest any-
one without any prior
warrant besides giving im-
munity from arrest and
prosecution to the security
forces if they shoot some-
one dead.

Asserting that the “dra-
conian law must go away
from our land”, Naga
Hoho general secretary K
Elu Ndang said there can-
not be true peace and mu-
tual respect through the
barrel of a gun.

“We look forward with
hope for a peaceful resolu-
tion to the Naga political
issue. However, with
AFSPA in place, there can-

not be a true spirit of
peace and tranquility,”
Ndang said.

Naga Mothers’
Association (NMA) advi-
sor Dr Rosemary
Dziivichii said that for sus-
tainable peace there was
no place for AFSPA.

“As mothers, we are
very disappointed with the
extension of the AFSPA in
the state and other Naga
areas, in the midst of
peace negotiations and de-
spite appeals for the repeal
of this Act”.

By extending the AFSPA
in parts of the northeast-
ern state, an attempt has
been made to “paint the
state as a land of lawless-
ness and chaos”, the Naga
Students’ Federation had
alleged.

Following the December
4 incident in Oting village
of Mon district where se-
curity forces had gunned
down 13 civilians, the
Naga civil societies and
the state government had
been demanding revoca-
tion of AFSPA from
Nagaland.

For the first time since
the imposition of the Act
on Nagaland, the Centre
on March 31 announced to
withdraw AFSPA from
seven of its 16 districts.

PM interacts with construction
workers of Delhi Metro Tunnel  

New Delhi, Oct 06: 

Taking a leap into the fu-
ture, Vodafone Idea
Limited (VIL), switched on
its Live 5G network at
India Mobile Congress
2022 in the national capi-
tal. The first call on Vi 5G
Live network was made by
the Prime Minister of
India  Narendra Modi who
used Vi 5G Digital Twin
technology to take an
Immersive Tour of Delhi
Metro under-construction
tunnel in Dwarka. The call
was attended by the
Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi Vinai Kumar Saxena
who facilitated an interac-
tion for the PM with a
Worker at the site.

Using high-speed ultra-
low latency 5G network, Vi
demonstrated to the  PM
how 5G technology can be
used in India for Worker
Safety and Efficiency in
supervision of critical
construction sites such as
tunnels, underground
working sites, mines etc.

With a 3D Digital Twin
of a Delhi Metro tunnel
site created on Vi 5G, PM
was able to view it remote-
ly in real-time, and review
the working conditions
and well-being of the
workers deployed at the
site.

Along with the  PM at
IMC for Vi 5G demonstra-
tion was  Kumar
Mangalam Birla,

Chairman, Aditya Birla
Group.

Talking on the occa-
sion,Kumar Mangalam
Birla, Chairperson, Aditya
Birla Group, said “We are
inspired by the Prime
Minister’s vision of
Digital India and are com-
mitted to make India a
global superpower in the
Digital era. Vi’s first step
in the 5G era is an impor-
tant milestone in India’s
new generation technolo-
gy odyssey. Vi stands com-
mitted to bring the finest
in innovative technology
and service offerings to
take 1.3 billion Indians on
an accelerated journey to-
wards individual and col-
lective growth”.

TEARFUL ADIEU

Devotees immerse an idol of Goddess Durga during Vijayadashmi celebrations at the
end of Durga Puja festival, in Nadia, Thursday.

RESCUE OPERATIONS

Army personnel move towards the avalanche site to carry out rescue operations, in
Uttarkashi district.

BRIEF

Disrupted  
 Mumbai: Suburban

services on the main
line of Central
Railway were disrupt-
ed due to a snag in
overhead wires on
Thursday afternoon,
an official said. The
technical problem
arose at Sandhurst
Road station in south
Mumbai around 1 pm,
due to which CSMT-
bound slow trains
were held up, he said.

Conclude
 Mangaluru: The

Mangaluru ‘dasara’
celebrations of
Kudroli
Gokarnanatha tem-
ple here concluded in
the early hours of
Thursday with the
immersion of the
idols of Navadurgas
and Goddess
Sharada which were
installed and wor-
shipped at the temple
auditorium for the
last nine days. Tens
of thousands of
devotees witnessed
the magnificent and
colourful Shobha
yatra which began
from the temple
premises on
Wednesday under
the guidance of sen-
ior Billawa leader
and the rallying force
behind the temple
renovation B
Janardhan Poojary.

Tribute
 Jaipur: Uttar Pradesh

chief minister Yogi
Adityanath on
Thursday visited
Ramanandi Peeth in
Virat Nagar here and
offered tributes to
Hindu seer Acharya
Dharmendra who re-
cently passed away. He
also attended a pro-
gramme in which
Acharya
Dharmendra’s son
Somendra took over
the reins of the peeth
in the presence of
saints.

Stabbed
 Kota (Raj): A 20-

year-old man was al-
legedly stabbed to
death over past enmi-
ty in Rajasthan’s
Baran districy, police
said. The deceased
was identified as
Mahesh Nagar, a res-
ident of Sahrod vil-
lage in Atru police
station limits, they
said. Nagar was at-
tacked by two ac-
cused during a
Dusshera procession
in the area on
Wednesday night,
Atru police station
SHO Ramvilas said.

Detained 
 Nagpur: Nagpur po-

lice on Thursday de-
tained several ac-
tivists of the Bharat
Mukti Morcha
(BMM) for trying to
take out a protest
march to the head-
quarters of the
Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) here, an offi-
cial said. The organi-
zation said in a state-
ment that it wanted
to protest against the
RSS because the
Sangh does not re-
spect’ the country’s
Constitution.

AICC Presidential candi-
date and MP Shashi
Tharoor addresses the
media after paying hom-
age to former PM Rajiv
Gandhi and former CM of
Tamil Nadu Kamarajar
during his election cam-
paign for the party’s
presidential election, in
Chennai, Thursday.

T he newly floated BRS
party evoked over-

whelming response from
cross section public in the
native Telangana state in
particular as they feasted
Dasara to mark the suc-

cess in their respective
parts.

Terming the pilot proj-
ect of Telangana develop-
ment would be spread
into all the states and en-
tire country the intellec-

tual and student sections
say the new preposition
would be a trump card in
so far as the political sce-
nario of the country is
considered.

Thursday witnessed
the feasting of BRS for-
mation in the politically

conscious districts of
north Telangana with
erstwhile districts like
Warangal , Karimnagar ,
Adilabad and
Nizamabad, south
Telangana districts like
Medak, Mahabubnagar,
Ranga Reddi and
Nalgonda are playing to
the tunes of BRS leaders.

Many say the pilot proj-
ect success in the form of
several missions would
enable the state to show-
case the development in
the neighboring states
and entire country.

There was an over-
whelming support from
the student sections of
the state where the BJP
model was thoroughly ex-
posed as anti people by
the youths. The anti peo-
ple anti farmer and anti

Dalit concepts of BJP led
government at the center
would face rough weather
in the wake of new com-
bination at the national
level and the fruits prom-
ised by BRS would be
reaped properly, many
say.

Cross sections cited the
schemes pertaining to
Palle Pattana Pragathi
programs, mission
Bhageeratha, Rythu
bandhu, rythu Bheema,
Dalit bandhu, Kalyana
lakshmi, other achieve-
ment on the welfare sec-
tor and industrial sector.
Their intentions are clear
that the BRS would cer-
tainly enable the country
achieve the desired
progress under the able
leadership of Telangana
chief minister KCR.

OVERWHELMING RESPONSE TO BRS 
Describing Telangana Chief Minister K

Chandrashekhar Rao as a visionary and dynamic

leader, people from different sections, including scholars,

employees, youth and others welcomed the entry of TRS

Chief into national politics. Soon after the Chief

Minister made a formal announcement, there were cel-

ebrations across Telangana. Bursting crackers and

dancing to drum beats, many people observed that Chief

Minister’s foray into national politics was need of the

hour. Majority of the people hoped that Telangana’s wel-

fare and development programmes will now be replicat-

ed in other States. And, this augurs well for the nation.

 In parts of Nagaland

LG Saxena directs CS to look into
non-payment of Rs 16 cr bills

 By Delhi govt



KERALA CM IN NORWAY

OOsslloo:: Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan meets Nobel Peace Center Executive Director Kjersti Fløgstad, in Oslo, Norway. 
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BBeeiijjiinngg,,  OOcctt  0066  ((AAPP))::  Sprawling
Xinjiang is the latest Chinese
region to be hit with sweeping
COVID-19 travel restrictions,
as China further ratchets up
control measures ahead of a
key Communist Party con-
gress later this month.

Trains and busses in and out
of the region of 22 million peo-
ple have been suspended, and
passenger numbers on flights
have been reduced to 75%
capacity, reports said
Thursday. As is often the case

with China’s draconian “zero-
COVID” policy, the measures
seemed out of proportion to
the number of cases detected.
The National Health
Commission announced just
93 cases in Xinjiang on
Wednesday and 97 on
Thursday, all of them asymp-
tomatic. Xinjiang leaders on
Tuesday conceded problems
with detection and control
measures but offered no word
on when they planned to lift
the restrictions. Officials are

desperate not to be called out
for new outbreaks in their
regions and Xinjiang has been
under special scrutiny over
the government’s establish-
ment of a series of prison-like
re-education centers in which
Muslim minorities have been
taught to renounce their reli-
gion and allegedly subjected
to a range of human rights
abuses.

China’s vast Xinjiang hit with COVID-19 travel restrictions

Colombo, Oct 06 (AP):

Sri Lanka’s president
said on Thursday his gov-
ernment has started debt
restructuring discussions
with China, an important
step toward finalising an
International Monetary
Fund rescue of the island
nation from a severe eco-
nomic crisis.

President Ranil
Wickremesinghe told
Parliament on Thursday
that initial talks will con-
tinue after China’s
Communist Party con-
gress, which begins
October 16.

Wickremesinghe, who
recently returned from a
trip to Tokyo, said the
Japanese government had
agreed to mediate the
talks with China.

“China has been sup-
porting us from ancient
times and we believe they
will do the same in these
difficult times,”
Wickremesinghe said.

Sri Lanka is nearly
bankrupt and has sus-
pended repaying its USD
51 billion foreign debt, of
which it must repay USD
28 billion by 2027.

Sri Lanka has reached a
preliminary agreement

with the IMF for a USD 2.9
billion rescue package
over four years. Its com-
pletion hinges on assur-
ances from Sri Lanka’s
creditors on debt restruc-
turing.

Separately on Thursday,
Nandalal Weerasinghe,
the governor of Sri
Lanka’s Central Bank,
told reporters that steps
have been taken to-
wards debt restructur-
ing.

Sri Lanka has made a
presentation to global
creditors and held meet-
ings with financial advi-
sors, donor countries

and commercial creditors.
The discussions were

“going forward,”
Weerasinghe said. But he
declined to discuss the
progress of the discus-
sions, saying he prefers to
maintain “a radio silence”
to avoid affecting markets.

An announcement will
be made once an agree-
ment is reached, he said.

Sri Lanka begins crucial debt restructuring talks with China

Kyiv, Oct 06 (AP):

Seven Russian rockets
slammed into residential
buildings in the southern
Ukrainian city of
Zaporizhzhia before dawn
Thursday, killing one per-
son and trapping at least
five in the city close to
Europe’s biggest nuclear
power plant, the governor
of the mostly Russian-oc-
cupied region said.

The strikes came just
hours after Ukraine’s pres-
ident announced that the
country’s military had re-
taken three more villages
in one of the regions ille-
gally annexed by Russia,
the latest battlefield rever-
sal for Moscow.

Governor Oleksandr
Starukh wrote on his
Telegram channel that
many people were rescued
from the multi-story build-
ings, including a 3-year-old
girl who was taken to a hos-
pital for treatment. He ini-
tially reported two people
were killed but later said
that one woman initially
thought to have died was

saved by doctors.
Photos provided by

emergency services
showed rescuers scram-
bling through rubble in the
wreckage of a devastated
building.

Regional authorities re-
ported another rocket at-
tack later in the morning,
but there were no immedi-
ate details of casualties or
what was struck.

The deputy head of the

Ukraine president’s office,
Kyrylo Tymoshenko, said
10 people had been killed in
the latest Russian attacks
in the Dnipro, Donetsk,
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson
regions.

Zaporizhzhia is one of
four regions that Russian
President Vladimir Putin
annexed in violation of in-
ternational laws on
Wednesday, and is home to
a nuclear plant that is

under Russian occupation.
The city of the same name
remains under Ukrainian
control.

The head of the U.N.’s
nuclear watchdog is ex-
pected to visit Kyiv this
week to discuss the situa-
tion at the Zaporizhzhia fa-
cility after Putin signed a
decree Wednesday declar-
ing that Russia was taking
over the six-reactor plant.
Ukraine’s Foreign
Ministry called it a crimi-
nal act and said it consid-
ered Putin’s decree “null
and void.” The state nu-
clear operator,
Energoatom, said it would
continue to operate the
plant. Rafael Grossi, the di-
rector-general of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency, plans to
talk with Ukrainian offi-
cials about the Russian
move. He will also discuss
efforts to set up a secure
protection zone around the
facility, which has been
damaged in the fighting
and seen staff including its
director abducted by
Russian troops.

Russian rockets slam into
Ukrainian city near nuclear plant

Islamabad, Oct 06 (PTI):

The Pakistan govern-
ment has issued a nation-
wide alert to authorities
to maintain “extreme vig-
ilance” amid a heightened
risk of terrorist attacks
by the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) after
peace talks with the
dreaded terror group have
stalled, a media report
said on Thursday.

The federal government
said it had learnt that the
TTP high command met
recently in Paktika,
Afghanistan, to discuss
the deadlock in peace
talks and the fate of the
negotiations with the
Pakistani government
after the killing of TTP
commanders Omar
Khalid Khorasani and
Aftab Parkay.

The letter urged all au-
thorities in four provinces
to heighten security and

exercise enhanced vigi-
lance to avoid any unto-
ward incident, the
Ministry of Interior said
in a statement, instruct-
ing forces that targeted
search and strike mis-
sions be carried out wher-
ever militant activity is
reported.

In a letter circulated
last month, the Ministry
of Interior warned that
more than year-long peace
negotiations between the
TTP and the government
of Pakistan “had come to
a standstill”, which has
led to unease within the
TTP’s ranks, the Dawn
newspaper reported.

It noted that the TTP ac-
cuses the Pakistani gov-
ernment of failing to fulfil
its main demand the re-
versal of the merger of
former Federally
Administered Tribal Area
(FATA) with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as well as

continuing to detain TTP
members while a truce
was still being negotiated.

The letter was ad-
dressed to the home and
chief secretaries of the
four provinces as well as
the Islamabad chief com-
missioner, the report said.

The ministry warned
that the terror group or
its splinter factions might
also seek to escalate ter-
rorist activities in the
coming days to avenge the
killing of their command-
ers and to show strength
in case there is no further
progress in peace negotia-
tions.

The notice said the TTP
top brass, fearing a com-
plete breakdown of the
talks, decided to move
their families to secure
places as they feared
Pakistani security forces
would launch a kinetic op-
eration in case of failure
of talks.

Pak govt issues nationwide alert amid
heightened risk of terror attacks by TTP

Bangkok, Oct 06 (AP):

At least 24 children and
11 adults were killed
Thursday in an attack
that began at a childcare
center in northeastern
Thailand, authorities
said. The gunman then
fled the scene, shooting
from his car as he drove
home, where he killed his
wife and child before tak-
ing his own life, police
said.

The initial attack came
at about 12:30 p.m. when
the man, identified as a
former police officer, en-
tered the childcare center
in the town of Nongbua
Lamphu, authorities
said.

Nineteen boys, three
girls and two adults were
killed in the building be-
fore the assailant fled, ac-
cording to a police state-
ment.

Photos and videos of
the scene posted online
showed sleeping mats
scattered in a preschool
room, its floor smeared
with blood, with alphabet

pictures and other color-
ful wall decorations.

Videos carried the
sound of wails as frantic
family members wept
and watched outside the

nursery school building.
Ambulances stood by as
police and medical work-
ers walked in the school-
yard.

According to Thai
media reports, the gun-
man also used knives in
the attack.

After the suspect fled,
he continued to shoot
from his car, hitting sev-
eral people, police Maj.
Gen. Paisal Luesomboon
told The Associated
Press. After arriving
home, he killed his wife
and child before killing
himself, according to the
Daily News newspaper.

Police said a total of
two children and 10
adults died outside the
childcare center, includ-
ing the suspect, his wife
and his son. Firearm-re-
lated deaths in Thailand
are much lower than in
countries like the United

States and Brazil, but
higher than in countries
like Japan and Singapore
that have strict gun con-
trol laws. The rate of
firearms related deaths
in 2019 was about 4 per
100,000, compared with
about 11 per 100,000 in the
U.S. and nearly 23 per
100,000 in Brazil.

Last month, a clerk
shot co-workers at
Thailand’s Army War
College in Bangkok,
killing two and wounding
another before he was ar-
rested. The country’s pre-
vious worst mass shoot-
ing involved a disgrun-
tled soldier who opened
fire in and around a mall
in the northeastern city
of Nakhon Ratchasima
in 2020, killing 29 people
and holding off security
forces for some 16 hours
before eventually being
killed by them.

35 killed in attack beginning 
at Thailand childcare center

Auckland, Oct 06 (PTI):

India is willing to do
whatever it can to facili-
tate a solution to the
Ukraine crisis, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on
Thursday, as he highlight-
ed how India pressed
Moscow on the safety of
the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant in Ukraine
when the two countries
stepped up fighting near
the highly sensitive facili-
ty. Jaishankar, who is here
on his first visit to New
Zealand as the External
Affairs Minister, during a
lengthy interaction with
Simon Bridges, the CEO of
Auckland Business
Chamber, said when it
comes to Ukraine, it is nat-
ural that different coun-
tries and different regions
would react a little differ-
ently.

The people will view it
from their viewpoint,
their immediate interest,
historical experiences,
their insecurities, he said.

“To me, the diversities of
the world which are quite
evident will also naturally

lead to a differential re-
sponse and I would not dis-
respect the position of
other countries as I can
see that many of them are
coming from their threat
perception, their anxiety,
their equities in Ukraine,”

he said.
In this situation,

Jaishnakar said he would
see what India can do,
“which obviously would
be in the Indian interest,
but also in the best interest
of the world.”

“When I was in the
United Nations, the big
concern at that time was
the safety of the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant because there
was some fighting going
on in the very proximity to
it.”

“There was a request to
us to press the Russians on
that issue which we did.
There have been other
concerns at various points
of time, either different
countries have raised with
us or the UN has raised
with us. I think at this
time whatever we can do,
we will be willing to do,”
Jaishankar said.

India is willing to do whatever it can to facilitate
solution to Ukraine crisis: EAM Jaishankar

Nongbua Lamphu: In this image taken from video, a dis-
traught woman is comforted outside the site of an attack
at a daycare canter, Thursday, Oct. 6 in the town of
Nongbua Lamphu, north eastern Thailand. More than 30
people, primarily children, were killed Thursday when a
gunman opened fire in the childcare center authorities
said.

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency
Service, rescuers work at the scene of a building damaged
by shelling in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Thursday, Oct. 6.

Auckland: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar interacts
with New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern during a
meeting, in Auckland. 

Amid the ongoing public debate and political slugfest over freebies, the
Election Commission of India (ECI) proposed to amend the model code
and require political parties to provide the financial viability of their elec-
toral promises.  The ECI's propsal comes amid freebies versus public wel-
fare debates in which parties such as Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) have
sharply confronted Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who termed populist
electoral promises as rewadi — a popular sweet dish distributed during
festivals. Populist measures such as free power is a main electoralm tool
of AAP. After Delhi, it has made similar promises in Gujarat, which is
expected to go to polls later this year.  However, election-centric sops
deny a level playing field to the stakeholders as the ruling party can
afford to splurge — at the cost of the overstretched exchequer. The dis-
tribution of free food kits powered the ruling Left Democratic Front to an
emphatic victory in the 2021 Kerala Assembly elections, in stark contrast
to the rout it had suffered in the Lok Sabha polls held two years earlier.
The EC has noted that the high frequency of elections in India provides
opportunities to the parties to indulge in competitive electoral promises
‘without having to spell out their financial implications, more particular-
ly on committed expenditure. The Commission notes that the conse-
quences of inadequate disclosures by political parties get attenuated by
the fact that elections are held frequently, providing opportunities for
political parties to indulge in competitive electoral promises, particular-
ly in multi-phase elections, without having to spell out their financial
implications more particularly on committed expenditure.  The Supreme
Court also recently observed that the issue concerning freebies is an
important one and requires debate. The ECI has proposed to amend the
Model Code of Conduct to add a proforma to Part VIII (Guidelines on
election manifesto) of the MCC. It will require political parties to inform
voters about the financial feasibility of promises made in their mani-
festos and also whether they are sustainable within the financial space
of the state or the Union government. The proposed proforma seeks
details of revenue generation ways — through additional tax, if any,
rationalising expenditure — cutting some schemes, if so required, impact
on committed liabilities and/or raising of further debt and its impact on
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act (FRBM) limits. The
model code is a document which guides the ECI in ensuring level playing
field for all political parties and candidates during elections. The poll
panel said it is of the considered view that with adequate disclosures on
the financial implications of the promises made, the Indian electorate
will be able to exercise informed poll choices. Unreasonable freebies
need to be weeded out as they are taking a heavy toll on the states’ fis-
cal health. In a research report, the State Bank of India has suggested
that the expenditure on populist welfare schemes should be capped at 1
per cent of the state’s GDP or 1 per cent of its own tax collection. The
report has noted that freebies have exceeded 2 per cent of the Gross
State Domestic Product for debt-ridden states such as Andhra Pradesh
and Punjab. A financially feasible road map for fulfilling poll promises is
the need of the hour to help voters make informed choices and deter
irresponsible governments from living beyond their means.
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5G - A Promising
Future

The launch of 5G services by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
October 1st, Saturday has sparked
a lot of excitement in the country.
The initial phase of the launch will
include 13 major cities. Reliance
Jio will be the first company to pro-
vide the service in India.The rollout
of ultra-fast 5G mobile networks
will provide seamless coverage,
high data rates, low latency, high
download speeds, and highly reli-
able communications. Fifth-gener-
ation wireless (5G) is the most
recent cellular technology, suc-
ceeding the 4G network that cur-
rently connects nearly all smart-
phones in India. The 5G will pro-
vide internet speed and capacity at
least 10 times higher than 4G serv-
ices. Broadly speaking, 5g is the
most modern level network, and it
will provide the fastest internet
speed. It will be more reliable and
capable of handling more net-
works than before. The Reliance
Jio telecom company intends to
begin operations in four metropol-
itan areas this month and hopes to
reach the majority of cities and
towns within 18 months.  5G has
already been inforce in 72 coun-
tries in the world. 5G will help con-
nect billions of Internet of
Things(loT) devices, provide high-
er quality video services with
mobility at high speeds, and deliv-
er critical services. As per reports,
5G will also speed up immersive
education, remote health care, and
smart agriculture in rural India,
allowing for inclusive growth and
prosperity. According to reports,
any smartphone that supports 5G
bands will be able to connect to 5G
networks. There are several new
phones designed to support 5G,
and multiple carriers around the
world support the 5G wireless net-
work.5G represents a complete
transformation of telecommunica-
tions networks which expand the
mobile ecosystem into new realms.
According to some estimates,
there will be 3.6 billion 5G con-
nections by 2025, rising to 4.4 bil-
lion by 2027.The emerging 5G
technology opens an innovative
platform that enables society to
drive forward and unlock new
opportunities for a safe and sus-
tainable future. 

DDrr..  KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVeeppaakkoommmmaa

Kashmir Valley is
changing

In the 1990s, eleven movie the-
atres located around the Kashmir
Valley were shut down due to
widespread militancy but this
year's October 1 screening of two
epic films, Vikram Vedha and
Ponniyin Selvan (PS)-I, at the
brand-new INOX theatre in
Srinagar's Shiv Pora neighbour-
hood will mark Kashmir's first-ever
encounter with multiplex cinema.
On Tuesday, Manoj Sinha, the lieu-
tenant governor of Jammu and
Kashmir, opened the region's first
multiplex. Watching movies will
soon become a pleasurable and
enjoyable activity for Kashmir. For
the people of Kashmir, this may
serve as the prelude to more forth-
coming amusement. Through this,
young generation will be provided
with the same entertainment
accessible throughout the country.
Young people will be given access
to the same entertainment through
this in every part of the nation. The
design of the multiplex will include
aspects of Kashmiri culture, like a
paper-mache and khatamband
ceiling, to encourage the commu-
nity's culture. 

KKaavvyyaa  SShhaarrmmaa,,  BBaannggaalloorree

LETTERS
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Nadia: Devotees immerse an idol of Goddess Durga during Vijayadashmi celebrations at the end of Durga Puja festival, in
Nadia, Thursday, Oct. 6.

DURGA IDOL IMMERSION

WW hen on the one hand, the country and its states and UTs are consistently,
though steadily, developing fast in almost every sphere, it is a natural

corollary that all sections of the society should be partakers, on the basis of equi-
ty, of the fruits of such development. In case, certain sections remain behind, it
is incumbent upon the governments in power from time to time both at the cen-
tre and at state (and UT levels) to find out the reasons thereof. If it is not done
either intentionally or even innocently, may be due to sheer recklessness, in that
case – the claims of our democratic and socialist order wherein the fruits of and
participative role in development in respect of the last person standing in the
queue is feared to be reduced to mere rhetoric. Heterogeneity in and scattering
of a vast population in ''difficult'', remote, and virtually poorly connected moun-
tainous areas by road and other modes should, in no way, be any sort of a ground
in denial of the rightful due to such sections of our population in Jammu and
Kashmir. Instead, are they not entitled to preferred treatment and a status grant-
ed as a special case to fight economic, educational, infrastructural and even
social backwardness? In this connexion, the moot point is not only about know-
ing a discrepancy or anomalies galore that exist but the same needing first to be
identified and diagnosed followed by devising a cogent solution. Gujjars,
Bakerwals and Paharis – to be more modest- those living in and around hilly and
mountainous difficult terrains-in Jammu and Kashmir, have for decades, been
demanding justice for them looking to the most difficult topographies they live
in. Their main activity of agriculture which has its own problems in such areas
followed by certain communities among them like Bakerwals taking to tradition-
al sheep and goat rearing , even in certain cases horses, and transhumance as
the very nature of such a traditional occupation and mode of livelihood, have
been demanding justice and redressing of their problems. These communities,
especially Bakerwals alternate with the seasons between high and low altitudes
in Jammu and Kashmir and can be seen doing this on the eve of the onset of win-
ter and summer seasons moving from higher reaches to plains and vice versa
along with their entire live stocks of sheep and goats. These communities, in fact,
in totality, have been voicing their concern and expressing even dismay over
promises having been made by successive governments and much less done on
the ground to ameliorate their lot and giving them their due rights. Now, such a
trend is poised to be reversed as promised publicly by the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah much to the overwhelming response of joy and vindication of the
stand of the people. These communities are, therefore, slated to get benefits of
reservation strictly in accordance with the findings of and recommendations by
the Justice Sharma Commission which was set up by the Lieutenant Governor to
look into various issues and problems confronted by the communities under ref-
erence living in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir particularly examining the issue of
quota. It may be reiterated that the Commission has, in its report, recommend-
ed reservation for these communities. In other words the Commission has unam-
biguously recommended these communities, viz Gujjars, Bakerwals and Paharis
to be included for ST quota benefits. Very importantly, with reference to it, the
Union Home Minister made a public announcement in Rajouri that “it will be
given soon”, however, there will be no decline of any sort in ST quota of these
communities and that “everyone will get their share” much to the thumping
applause and cheer by a ”historic” gathering of the public with dominance of the
communities under reference who had assembled at the venue to hear the Union
Minister’s speech. Reports are that such a huge gathering of people who had
travelled miles and hailing from far flung areas could not find the venue with
enough space and many had therefore to climb trees and housetops to hear the
Union Home Minister. Police had tough time to manage the huge gathering and
regulate smooth movement to and fro the venue. Not only are the people of the
particular region known for their hard work, industry and facing challenges of
various hues bravely but are duly known for their patriotism and having resisted
militancy and allied ills. Noting this eloquently, the Union Home Minister termed
the valour and love of the people of Rajouri and Poonch “standing like rocks for
security of India” and further said that ”the entire country salutes them”.
Analysing that the announcement by the country’s Home Minister about reser-
vation of these communities based on recommendation of the Justice Sharma
Commission and the gathering of people both were historic and shall now pave
the way for smooth and fast development of the neglected areas which remained
behind due to constraints of topography or geographical humps. To call a spade
a spade, the reversal of sheer injustice to these deprived and hitherto neglected
communities of Jammu and Kashmir would have not been possible had Articles
370 and 35 A not been abrogated. Taking a jibe at those who opposed such an
abrogation, the Union Home Minister asked them what had those in power for
decades done for neglected sections of the society. Delimitation Commission
about redrawing constituencies of the Assembly seats about which the Union
Home Minister made a mention, could result in increase of seats in hilly areas like
Rajouri, Poonch, Doda and Kishtwar and, therefore, people of these areas shall
have added representation and hence their voices heard properly.

Good time ahead for 
neglected Gujjar, Bakerwal

& Pahari communities

Feasibility of freebies

I nflation has increased due
to disruption in the supply

of commodities, rising crude
oil rates and cheap loans.
European countries are expe-
riencing annual price rises in
double-digits. At the same
time, many emerging nations
such as Argentina, Brazil,
Turkey, Shri Lanka and many
more have a high band of 50 to
100 per cent. While according
to RBI, India is targeting an
annual inflation rate of 6.7
per cent in FY23. Central
banks of high inflation coun-
tries are trying to control in-
flation by hiking the policy in-
terest rate, due to which the
fears of recession have in-
creased.

The dollar index is touching
20 years highs due to rising in-
terest rates in the US, due to
which other foreign curren-
cies are falling against the
dollar.

As per the RBI report, dur-
ing the current financial year,
the dollar has appreciated 14.5
per cent against a basket of
currencies, while the Indian
Rupee has depreciated by 7.4
per cent only. Countries have
emphasised social programs
in the last two years due to the
lockdown and people losing
their jobs due to the pandemic
in many countries. The debt-
GDP ratio increased during
this period due to lower eco-
nomic growth and higher gov-
ernment spending.
Challenging times impart an

opportunity to capable coun-
tries; the same proves fatal for
vulnerable countries. For ex-
ample, before 1931, the curren-
cies of various countries fol-
lowed the gold standard.
However, during the First
World War, the United
Kingdom and its allies had to
obtain weapons and other
items from America, and in
return, they had to pay for
gold. Due to the dependence of
these countries on America,
in 1931, the United Kingdom
had to end the gold standard.
The world's currencies began
to be measured by the dollar's
value, and the dollar became
the world reserve currency,
which started a golden era for
the US.

Another example is that
during the 1970s, America was
going through a recession and
a rising inflation rate.
Meanwhile, China's Deng
Jiangping announced the
Open Door Policy in 1979.
After a decade of recession,
America wanted cheap goods,
and China had factories,
which later proved to be a
boon for China.

India is a stable democratic
country whose strength keeps
it separate from emerging
economies like China, Russia,
and Latin American countries
like Brazil, Argentina etc.
According to one calculation,
India is the factory of future
talent of the world as it will
have 20% young working pop-
ulation of the world by 2047,
which will take India towards
prosperity by its independ-
ence centenary.

Economist Raghuram
Rajan believes India has done
a commendable job keeping
the rising prices of goods and
services in check. The GST
system of collecting indirect
tax is stable, and tax collec-
tion is also increasing contin-
uously. Due to this, it seems

that the budget kept by the
Government of India for in-
frastructure in the financial
year 2022-23 will not decrease.
External Debt GDP Ratio has
reduced from 21.2% in March
2021 to 19.9% in March 2022,
showing improvement in
macro parameters.

The banking sector has im-
proved in the last five to six
years. In this sequence, the
CASA ratio and capital ade-
quacy ratio of the banks have
improved, and NPAs have
gone down. It appears that
due to the reduction in the net
bad assets of the banks, there
will be no inconvenience in
providing finance to new proj-
ects in future.

The Government of India
has operated a production-
linked scheme in 15 main sec-
tors to promote production.
This scheme encourages in-
vestment in textile, technolo-
gy, automobile, electronics,
speciality steel and semicon-
ductor industries. With a step
toward self-reliance in the de-
fence sector, India's position
will be strengthened strategi-
cally, and the import burden
will also reduce. The newly es-
tablished India International
Bullion Exchange at
Ahmedabad is the world's
third exchange of its kind. It
will provide jewellers direct
access to import gold through
the exchange mechanism.

The bond market is much
larger than the equity market
in most developed economies.
Indian bonds may soon be in-
cluded in the Global Bond
Index, which mainly compris-
es JP Morgan and the
Financial Times Stock
Exchange. This process may
facilitate a flow of $30 billion
annually. It will provide bal-
ance and strength to the
Indian economy.

The war between Russia
and Ukraine has led to a radi-

cal change in the global strate-
gic relationship. Similarly, in
the Indo-Pacific region, the
tension between Taiwan and
China has presented chal-
lenges to the world. Due to its
strong position in the defence
and economic sector, and
strategic presence in this re-
gion, India remains a vital
force in the 'Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (QUAD)
group of countries. India has
kept itself balanced and neu-
tral in this turmoil, strength-
ening its global standing.

According to a Bloomberg
report, there is zero chance of
India's economy falling, while
most of the economies of
Europe and many emerging
countries are in crisis. In
times of severe economic and
political turmoil, India stands
firm for food, financial, eco-
nomic and political security.
Steps like self-reliant India in
areas such as production, dig-
ital and defence strengthen its
intentions. In a nutshell, India
saw an opportunity in this dif-
ficulty, and India has built a
door in these challenging
times.

In the current economic cri-
sis, the world is moving to-
wards conditional globalisa-
tion, in which countries are
trying to become self-reliant
and decentralise their produc-
tion centres in such a way
that the supply of goods and
services is not interrupted.
India provides an excellent al-
ternative to the globe to invest
in. Seeing its relative strength
economically and politically,
most multinational compa-
nies could be attracted to an
emerging country like India.
Subsequently, businesses can
also become rupee centric. In
the process, It can take India
to a new high economically.

(Writer is an IAS,
Principal Secretary
Madhya Pradesh)

If Opportunity Doesn’t Knock, Build
a Door: India in Challenging Times

HHeesstteerr  WWeeaavviinngg
Animals can only endure temperatures
within a given range. The upper and
lower temperatures of this range are
called its critical thermal limits. As these
limits are exceeded, an animal must
either adjust or migrate to a cooler cli-
mate. However, temperatures are rising
across the world at a rapid pace. The
record-breaking heatwaves experienced
across Europe this summer are indicative
of this. Heatwaves such as these can
cause temperatures to regularly surpass
critical thermal limits, endangering many
species. In a new study, my colleagues
and I assessed how well 102 species of
insect can adjust their critical thermal
limits to survive temperature extremes.
We found that insects have a weak
capacity to do so, making them particu-
larly vulnerable to climate change. The
impact of climate change on insects
could have profound consequences for
human life. Many insect species serve
important ecological functions while the
movement of others can disrupt the bal-
ance of ecosystems.

HHooww  ddoo  aanniimmaallss  aaddjjuusstt  ttoo  
tteemmppeerraattuurree  eexxttrreemmeess??

An animal can extend its critical thermal
limits through either acclimation or adap-

tation.Acclimation occurs within an ani-
mal's lifetime (often within hours). It's
the process by which previous exposure
helps give an animal or insect protection
against later environmental stress.
Humans acclimate to intense UV expo-
sure through gradual tanning which later
protects skin against harmful UV rays.
One way insects acclimate is by produc-
ing heat shock proteins in response to
heat exposure. This prevents cells dying
under temperature extremes. Some
insects can also use colour to acclimate.
Ladybirds that develop in warm environ-
ments emerge from the pupal stage with
less spots than insects that develop in the
cold. As darker spots absorb heat, having
fewer spots keeps the insect cooler.
Adaptation occurs when useful genes are
passed through generations via evolu-
tion. There are multiple examples of ani-
mals evolving in response to climate
change. Over the past 150 years, some
Australian parrot species such as gang-
gang cockatoos and red-rumped parrots
have evolved larger beaks. As a greater
quantity of blood can be diverted to a
larger beak, more heat can be lost into
the surrounding environment. But evolu-
tion occurs over a longer period than
acclimation and may not allow critical

thermal limits to adjust in line with the
current pace of global temperature rise.
Upper thermal limits are particularly slow
to evolve, which may be due to the large
genetic changes required for greater
heat tolerance. Research into how accli-
mation might help animals survive excep-
tional temperature rise has therefore
become an area of growing scientific
interest.

AA  wweeaakk  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  aaddjjuusstt  ttoo  
tteemmppeerraattuurree  eexxttrreemmeess

When exposed to a 1 degree celsius
change in temperature, we found that
insects could only modify their upper
thermal limit by around 10 per cent and
their lower limit by around 15 per cent on
average. In comparison, a separate study
found that fish and crustaceans could
modify their limits by around 30 per cent.
But we found that there are windows dur-
ing development where an insect has a
greater tolerance towards heat. As juve-
nile insects are less mobile than adults,
they are less able to use their behaviour
to modify their temperature. A caterpillar
in its cocoon stage, for example, cannot
move into the shade to escape the heat.
Exposed to greater temperature varia-
tions, this immobile life stage has faced
strong evolutionary pressure to develop

mechanisms to withstand temperature
stress. Juvenile insects generally had a
greater capacity for acclimating to rising
temperatures than adult insects.
Juveniles were able to modify their upper
thermal limit by 11 per cent on average,
compared to 7 per cent for adults. But
given that their capacity to acclimate is
still relatively weak and may fall as an
insect leaves this life stage, the impact is
likely to be limited for adjusting to future
climate change.

WWhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhiiss  mmeeaann  ffoorr  tthhee  ffuuttuurree??
A weak ability to adjust to higher temper-
atures will mean many insects will need
to migrate to cooler climates in order to
survive. The movement of insects into
new environments could upset the deli-
cate balance of ecosystems. Insect pests
account for the loss of 40 per cent of
global crop production. As their geo-
graphical distribution changes, pests
could further threaten food security. A
UN report from 2021 concluded that fall
armyworm populations, which feed on
crops such as maize, have already
expanded their range due to climate
change. Insect migration may also carry
profound impacts on human health.
Many of the major diseases affecting
humans, including malaria, are transmit-

ted by insects. The movement of insects
over time increases the possibility of
introducing infectious diseases to higher
latitudes. There have been over 770 cases
of West Nile virus recorded in Europe this
year. Italy's Veneto region, where the
majority of the cases originate, has
emerged as an ideal habitat for Culex
mosquitoes, which can host and transmit
the virus. Earlier this year, scientists
found that the number of mosquitoes in
the region had increased by 27 per cent.
Insect species incapable of migrating
may also become extinct. This is of con-
cern because many insects perform
important ecological functions. Three
quarters of the crops produced globally
are fertilised by pollinators. Their loss
could cause a sharp reduction in global
food production. The vulnerability of
insects to temperature extremes means
that we face an uncertain and worrying
future if we cannot curb the pace of cli-
mate change. A clear way of protecting
these species is to slow the pace of cli-
mate change by reducing fossil fuel con-
sumption. On a smaller scale, the cre-
ation of shady habitats, which contain
cooler microclimates, could provide
essential respite for insects facing rising
temperatures.

Insects will struggle to keep pace with global temperature rise
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Energy dialogue

New Delhi:Oil
Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri will co-chair
the ministerial dia-
logue of the US-India
Strategic clean Energy
Partnership (USISCEP)
in Washington this
week,an official state-
ment said on
Wednesday.Puri will
lead an official and
business delegation to
Washington and
Houston, the US from
October 6-11. "In
Washington, the minis-
ter will co-chair the
ministerial dialogue of
US-India Strategic
Clean Energy
Partnership (USIS-
CEP), to be held on
October 7, 2022,with
Jennifer Granholm,
Secretary of Energy,
USA," it said. The re-
vamped USISCEP was
launched in accor-
dance with the US-
India Climate and
Clean Energy Agenda
2030 Partnership an-
nounced by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and President Joe
Biden at the Leaders'
Summit on Climate
held in April last year.

Grant
New Delhi: The
Finance Ministry on
Thursday released the
monthly instalment of
revenue deficit grant
of Rs 7,183 crore to 14
states. With the re-
lease of seventh in-
stalment for the
month of October,
2022, the total amount
of Revenue Deficit
Grants released to the
states in current fiscal
has gone up to Rs
50,282.92 crore, an offi-
cial statement said.
The Post Devolution
Revenue Deficit Grant
is released based on
the recommendation
of the 15th Finance
Commission to 14
states Andhra
Pradesh, Assam,
Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Sikkim,
Tripura, Uttarakhand
and West Bengal.

GST collection 

Chandigarh: Punjab
Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
on Wednesday said
the state's GST collec-
tion has crossed the
Rs 10,000 crore mark
for the first time in the
first six months of
this fiscal. The
Minister for Finance,
Planning and Excise
and Taxation said that
the state has seen a
22.6 per cent year-on-
year growth in GST
collection so far in the
current fiscal. He fur-
ther said that in the
first six months of the
last financial year,
GST collection stood
at Rs 8,650 crore,
whereas during the
current year the state
has earned Rs 1,954
crore more, taking the
total GST collection to
Rs 10,604 crore. The
GST collection for
September this year
was Rs 1,710 crore
compared to Rs 1,402
crore in September
2021, the minister said
in a statement.

New Delhi, Oct 06:  

Union minister Piyush
Goyal on Thursday asked
the industry to ensure
their products meet inter-
national quality standards
and help build a 'Brand
India' as the country aims
to become a developed na-
tion by 2047. Addressing
an event organised by the
Quality Council of India
(QCI), Commerce and
Industry Minister Goyal
also called for convergence
of various quality certifi-
cation related organisa-
tions whether it is FSSAI,
the BIS, the Rail or
Defense establishments. "I
would urge the ministry
as well as QCI to work to
bring in convergence...so
that the investment envi-
ronment that we have cre-
ated can go from strength
to strength and can help
India achieve our mission

of becoming a developed
nation by 2047," he said,
and added quality will de-
fine 'Brand India'.
Speaking at another event
organised by the Institute
of Chartered Accountants

of India (ICAI) earlier in
the day, the minister
stressed that more women
should take up the profes-
sion of chartered account-
ancy. He called upon
Chartered Accountants of

India to strive in making
India's Chartered
Accountancy firms global
level companies. Goyal ex-
pressed satisfaction at the
global footprint of ICAI
with over 168 branches,
present in 47 countries
with 77 centres in different
cities of the world.
Congratulating ICAI for
its efforts to establish 100
centres across the world,
the minister asked the in-
stitute to expand its pres-
ence in the continent of
South America as well. He
expressed confidence that
the Chartered
Accountants (CAs) of
India will not only live up
to the expectations of
their countrymen but also
those of the world. He also
asked young CAs to ex-
plore the paths of entre-
preneurship too, along
with auditing, accounting,
management consulting.

Goyal asks industry to follow
global quality standards

Union Commerce & Industry Minister Piyush Goyal (left) with
Indias Sherpa to G20 Amitabh Kant (centre) and Chairperson of
Quality Council of India (QCI) Adil Zainulbhai (right) during the
silver jubilee function of QCI, at Ambedkar Centre in New Delhi,
Thursday, Oct. 6.

New Delhi, Oct 06:  

Mobile subscribers will
get up to 600 megabit per
second speed in 5G net-
work during the launch
phase and handsets are ex-
pected to work at par with
professional computers for
accessing apps and data
processing, according to in-
dustry players. Reliance
Jio has started providing
5G services to select cus-
tomers in parts of four
cities -- Delhi Mumbai,
Kolkata and Varanasi --
and Bharti Airtel in parts
of eight cities -- Delhi,
Mumbai, Varanasi,
Bengaluru, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Nagpur and
Siliguri -- to all customers
with 5G handsets.
Subscribers of both the
companies will not require
to replace existing sim for
availing 5G services. Jio
has said that its customers
will continue to avail 5G

services under "Beta trial"
until the network coverage
of a city is substantially
complete. The company
has promised access to un-
limited 5G data with speed
of up to 1 gigabit per sec-
ond (GBPS). Industry play-
ers are of the opinion that
this level of speed will be
available very close to mo-
bile stations. "5G is expect-
ed to deliver up to 600 mbps
(megabit per second) dur-
ing the launch phase be-
cause traffic on the net-
work will be low. However,
it will continue to remain
in the range of 200-300
mbps after full roll out,"
Ericsson head of network
solutions, strategic net-
work evolution, South east
Asia, Oceania and India,
ThiawSeng Ng told PTI.

This means a two-hour
high definition movie
which is generally around
6 GB file size can be down-
loaded in 1 minute 25 sec-
onds and a 4K movie in
about 3 minutes at a top
speed of 600 mbps.
Customers buying 5G

handsets or having a 5G-en-
abled handsets will see 5G
option in their network set-
ting and they will need to
select it for availing the
service. The mobile net-
work display on their de-
vice will start showing 5G
instead of 4G when 5G will
be available in their locali-
ty. Former BSNL chairman
and managing director
Anupam Shrivastava said
that telecom operators are
expected to provide free 5G
service till the time of roll
out and give them a taste of
the new service.

"Once the roll out is over
in a circle, telecom opera-
tors may announce their
tariff plan and charge a
premium for 5G over 4G,"
Shrivastava said. Nokia
senior vice president and
head of India market
Sanjay Malik said that the
high speed in 5G will dou-
ble average data consump-
tion per subscriber in
India in one and half years.
He said that the tariff for
5G services varies from
country to country.

5G users to get up to 600 mbps
speed during launch phase: Experts
̈ Phones to work 

at par with PC

New Delhi, Oct 06: 

The finance ministry
has modified the
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) by raising loan
limit under the scheme to
Rs 1,500 crore from Rs 400
crore to help the COVID-
hit industry tide over liq-
uidity stress. Recognising
that an efficient and strong
civil aviation sector is vital
for the economic develop-
ment of the country, the
Department of Financial
Services (DFS) has modi-
fied the ECLGS on
Tuesday to enhance the
maximum loan amount el-

igibility for airlines, an of-
ficial statement issued on
Wednesday said.

As per the modified
ECLGS 3.0, an airline
would be eligible for "100
per cent of their fund
based or non-fund-based
loan outstanding as on the
reference dates or Rs 1,500
crore, whichever is lower;
and of the above, Rs 500
crore shall be considered,
based on equity contribu-
tion by the owners." All
other criteria terms and
conditions parameters pre-
scribed under the opera-
tional guidelines of the
ECLGS on August 30, 2022,
would be applicable as it is,
it said. The modifications
introduced are aimed to
give necessary collateral-
free liquidity at reasonable
interest rates to tide over
their present cash flow

problems. Earlier in
March 2022, the
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) was extended be-
yond March 2022, till March
2023, to implement the an-
nouncement made in the
Union Budget 2022-23 by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. Keeping in
view the high proportion of
non-fund based credit in
the overall credit of the
civil aviation sector, the eli-
gible borrowers were per-
mitted to avail up to 50 per
cent of their highest total
fund and non-fund based
credit outstanding, subject
to a maximum of Rs 400
crore per borrower, it said.
The ECLGS was an-
nounced in May 2020 in
wake of the outbreak of
COVID-19 to help various
sectors, especially in the

MSME segment, to get
credit at a concessional rate
of 7 per cent. Post an-
nouncement, the scheme
was modified several times
depending on demand of
various industries. Besides,
the deadline of the scheme
was extended several times
to support various sectors
of the economy that were
hit hard due to the out-
break of the pandemic. On
August 17, the Union
Cabinet approved the en-
hancement in the limit of
ECLGS by Rs 50,000 crore to
Rs 5 lakh crore. The addi-
tional amount is being ear-
marked exclusively for en-
terprises in hospitality and
related sectors including
the aviation sector. Loans
worth around Rs 3.67 lakh
crore have been sanctioned
under ECLGS till August 5,
2022.

Finmin modifies ECLGS
̈ Raises loan limit 

to Rs 1,500 cr for
aviation sector to
tide over stress

New Delhi, Oct 06:  

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance
Industries has told a gov-
ernment-appointed panel
reviewing gas pricing that
any 'retrograde' move to ar-
tificially cap rates will add
to fiscal policy instability,
delays investment and dent
India's attempt to become
Atmanirbhar in fuel pro-
duction. In a submission to
the committee headed by
Kirit Parikh, which has
been asked by the Oil
Ministry to look at setting
a 'fair price to consumers',
the firm detailed how the
economics of its about-to-
start field in the KG-D6
block, where billions of
dollars have been spent to
recover reserves lying sev-

eral kilometres below the
seabed, will be impacted
under different prices.

The mid-course changes
through price caps not just
go against pricing and
marketing freedom con-
tracts and government pol-
icy promises to companies
but also add to uncertainty
to a fiscal regime which
would impact investments,
according to sources
briefed on the matter and
the presentation. The gov-
ernment biannually fixes
gas prices based on rates
prevalent in surplus na-
tions. Rates according to
this formula stayed below
the breakeven price of
USD 3-3.5 per million
British thermal units for
six years starting October
2015 but have jumped 5x in

the last one year to USD
8.57 for old fields and USD
12.46 for difficult fields.
This rise has prompted
user industries to com-
plain, following which the
ministry set up a panel to
suggest an affordable rate
for the users. The sources
said Reliance told the panel
that doubling India's pro-
duction from current levels
to cut rising imports and
meet the target of raising
the share of natural gas in
the primary energy basket
to 15 per cent by 2030 from
the current 6.7 per cent,
would require at least Rs 2
lakh crore to Rs 3 lakh
crore investment, which
can be viable only if a sta-
ble fiscal and contractual
regime with market-based
pricing is provided.

Mid-course changes in gas pricing
to delay investments: Reliance

Mumbai, Oct 06: 

India Inc's foreign com-
mercial borrowings in
August this year rose by
nearly 4.6 per cent to USD
2.98 billion, according to
the RBI data. In August
2021, the Indian businesses
borrowed USD 2.85 billion
in the form of external
commercial borrowings.
Of the total borrowings in
August this year, over USD
2.47 billion was through
the automatic route of rais-
ing funds from foreign
sources. While more than
USD 502.79 million was
raised by way of issuing
rupee denominated bonds
(RDBs) or masala bonds.
Among the major borrow-
ers include mortgage
lender HDFC Ltd USD 1.1
billion for the purpose of

sub-lending; FS India Solar
Ventures USD 500 million
for a new project; Fullerton
India Credit Co Ltd USD
350 million for sub-lending
and Toyota Financial
Services USD 50 million for
refinancing of Rupee
loans. Among others, IIFL
Finance raised USD 50 mil-
lion for refinancing of ear-
lier ECB; Tata Sia Airlines
raised USD 36 million for
import of capital goods;
Flender Drvies USD 31.37
million for working capital
requirement and Hyundai
Transys India USD 23.3
million for refinancing of
earlier ECB. AM Green
Energy was the only com-
pany to issue masala bonds
for the entire USD 502.79
million for a new project,
as per the Reserve Bank
(RBI) data.

India Inc’s foreign commercial
borrowings rise by 4.6 pc in Aug

Mumbai, Oct 06: 

The rupee plunged 32 paise to
close at an all-time low of
81.94 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday amid
high volatility as firm crude oil
prices weighed on the local
unit. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened on a positive
note at 81.52, then pared all
the gains to settle at an all-
time low of 81.94 against the
American currency, registering
a decline of 32 paise over its
previous close. During the day,
the local unit witnessed an
intra-day high of 81.51 and a
low of 81.94 against the green-
back. On Tuesday, the rupee
appreciated by 20 paise to end
at 81.62 against the US dollar.
The forex market was closed
on Wednesday on account of
Dussehra. "Rupee, after appre-

ciating marginally on Tuesday,
is again starting to come
under pressure. The dollar
strengthened after services
PMI and private payrolls num-
bers from the US came in bet-
ter than estimates," said
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services. Major
crosses euro and pound con-
tinued to witness selling pres-
sure at higher levels. 

Rupee falls 32 paise to close at all-time
low of 81.94 against US dollar

Mumbai, Oct 06:  

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rose by 156 points while
the Nifty closed above the
17,300 level on Thursday
after gains in metal, IT
and capital goods shares
amid foreign capital in-
flows. The 30-share BSE
benchmark gained 156.63
points or 0.27 per cent to
settle at 58,222.10. During
the day, it jumped 513.29
points or 0.88 per cent to
58,578.76. The broader NSE
Nifty advanced 57.50
points or 0.33 per cent to
end at 17,331.80. Among
Sensex shares, Tata Steel,
Larsen & Toubro, ICICI
Bank, HCL Technologies,
Infosys and Axis Bank
were among the winners.
However, Bharti Airtel,

Hindustan Unilever,
IndusInd Bank, HDFC and
Bajaj Finance were among
the laggards.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services said,
"The Indian market is
maintaining its resilience
despite mixed cues from
global equities and surg-
ing oil prices. Both domes-
tic and foreign investors

are supporting the rally."
The market was also bol-
stered by expectations on
Q2 results session, with
improvement in sectors
like metal, IT, and realty,
Nair added. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul and
Tokyo ended higher, while
Shanghai and Hong Kong
settled lower. Stock ex-
changes in Europe were
trading in the negative ter-
ritory in mid-session
deals. The US markets
ended marginally lower on
Wednesday. The domestic
equity markets were
closed on Wednesday for
the Dussehra festival.

In the previous session
on Tuesday, the BSE bench-
mark had jumped 1,276.66
points or 2.25 per cent to
settle at 58,065.47.

Stock markets rise for 2nd
session, Sensex gains 156 pts

Mumbai, Oct 06: 

With the festive season
here, there are lots of things
you can do torefresh your
life by upgrading and refur-
bishing your home. For all
the items that have been
pending on your wish list of
purchases, you can now get
them at great prices and
through exciting deals with
the Amazon Great Indian
Festival. This year, you can
avail up to 70% off on a wide
selection of products across
home décor, planters, cush-
ions, kitchen appliances,
furniture, sports equipment
and much more, to make it
truly reflect your personal
style.So, get ready to save
big this festive season and
enjoy great discounts while
enhancing your lifestyle
with Amazon.in. While cus-
tomers shop on Amazon.in,
they can avail of exciting
deals and offers along with
an additional 10% instant

discount* on Citi, Onecard,
RBL and RuPay Bank card
in addition to easy finance
options and no cost EMIs.
Furthermore, customers
can get INR 25 off on a mini-
mum order value of INR 250
– 499, using any UPI; INR 50
off on a minimum order
value of INR 500 and above,
using any UPI; and extra
INR 300 cashback* on mini-
mum order of INR 3000 as
Amazon Pay balance till
October 7, 2022. Customers
can collect coupons while
shopping on Amazon.in and
receive INR 100 cashback on
purchases of INR 500 and
abovefor first purchasers on
home & kitchen products.
Along with this, customers
also get to Save Big across
30K products from top
brands such as The sleep
company, V-guard, Duroflex,
Livpure, Tied Ribbons,
Wipro, Eureka Forbes,
Prestige, Orient Electric and
many more.

Amazon.in offers 70%
off this festive season New Delhi, Oct 06: 

Today, Motorola
launched the brand-
newmoto g72 globally
first in India, boasting
India’s first 10-Bit6.6
120 Hzp OLED display
and 576Hz touch sam-
pling rate view over an
eye-popping 1.07 billion
shades of color- 64
times more than stan-
dard 8-bit displays. It is
an incredibly premium
display that’s ultra
slim and virtually bor-
derless as it’s a pOLED
display. The moto g72 comes
with a 108MP ultra pixel
camera system for incredi-
ble pictures. One of the
most advanced in its class,
it allows you to capture the
most detailed photos ever.

Motorola has been
known for its no compro-
mise strategy on 5G smart-
phones, being one of the
only smartphone manufac-
turers to provide up to 13 5G
bands support in all its 5G

smartphones across price
points. WhileIndia is at the
cusp of a 5G revolution, 4G
network is still a need for

many consumers and
will co-exist with 5G
for years to come.
Addressing the same,
Motorola will continue
to cater to its con-
sumers’ needs by con-
tinuing to offer phe-
nomenal 4G as well as
5G devices across price
ranges. Moto g72 is an
example of the same,
being a 4G smartphone

with premium features at
a price range that is afford-
able and alluring for the
consumers.

This addition to the 12th
generation of moto g series,
boasts apOLED display-
which enables an almost
bezel less design that pro-
duces life like colors with a
10-bit technology for a bil-
lion colours and DCI-P3
color gamutfor a  true-to-
life, ultra-immersive experi-
enceon your phone.

Motorola launches moto g72

Washington, Oct 06: 

India's support to the poor
and needy during the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis is
remarkable, and other na-
tions should adopt the
Indian move of targeted
cash transfer instead of
broad subsidies, World
Bank President David
Malpass said on Wednesday.

COVID-19 marked the end
of a phase of global
progress in poverty reduc-
tion. During the three
decades that preceded its ar-
rival, more than 1 billion
people escaped extreme
poverty. The incomes of the
poorest nations gained
ground, Malpass said in the
forward to a study -- Poverty
and Shared Prosperity
Report -- released by the
World Bank. The poorest
people bore the steepest
costs of the pandemic -- in-
come losses averaged four

per cent for the poorest 40
per cent, double the losses of
the wealthiest 20 per cent of
the income distribution.
Global inequality rose, as a
result, for the first time in
decades, as per the report.
Malpass in the forward to
the report said the rise in
poverty in poorer countries
reflects economies that are
more informal, social pro-
tection systems that are
weaker, and financial sys-
tems that are less developed.
Yet several developing
economies achieved notable
successes during COVID-19.
"Helped by digital cash
transfers, India managed to

provide food or cash support
to a remarkable 85 per cent
of rural households and 69
per cent of urban house-
holds. South Africa initiated
its biggest expansion of the
social safety net in a genera-
tion, spending USD 6 billion
on poverty relief that bene-
fited nearly 29 million peo-
ple," Malpass said.

Brazil managed to reduce
extreme poverty in 2020 de-
spite an economic contrac-
tion, primarily using a fami-
ly-based digital cash-trans-
fer system. In short, fiscal
policy -- prudently used and
considering the initial coun-
try conditions in terms of
fiscal space -- does offer op-
portunities for policymak-
ers in developing economies
to step up the fight against
poverty and inequality. To
realise the potential of fiscal
measures, the report calls
for action on three fronts,
Malpass said.

India’s support to poor during COVID-19
remarkable, says WB President

M
arathi actress Bhagyashree Milind is set to
star in the upcoming thriller web series
'Athang' which also features Nivedita Joshi

Saraf, Dhairya, Urmila Kothare and Sandip Khare.
Talking about the same, Bhagyashree said in a

statement: "I am really excited for this one since it
is definitely going to take the viewers on a thrilling
ride. It feels great to be part of such a story which
will reach a global audience and show the power
of the digital world." The actress, who has done
Marathi films such as 'Balak Palak', '35 Percent
Katthavar Pass' and 'Ubuntu', expressed her
excitement on her OTT debut with a Marathi
horror-thriller series which revolves around
a young man, who is haunted by a soul and
he had to find a way out. She added: "Being
an actor and to be able to be part of genres
less explored is what one looks forward to.
This is my very first series in the Marathi
OTT space. Producer and actor Tejaswini
Pandit also opened up on being a part of
the series and said: "Our industry needs
brave stories. It is a thrilling experience to
back an innovative concept and associate
with (Bardapurkar), not only as an actor
but as a creator now." The series has been
directed by Jayant Pawar, who is known
for his films 'Love Lagna Locha' and
'Bhetali Ti Punha 2'. It is presented by
Akshay Bardapurkar and produced by
Creative Viibe Productions of Santosh
Kher and Tejaswini Pandit and will be
streaming on Planet Marathi OTT.

ACROSS

1. Plumbing problem

5. Ardent

10. Farmer's harvest

14. Not active

15. Boxing locale

16. Assistant

17. Autograph

18. Circus leader

20. School org.

21. Doctor's "at once!"

22. Creature

23. Knife holder

25. Long, narrative poem

28. Sweet course

30. Poker word

34. Toil

37. Guinness of "Star Wars"

38. Couturier Christian ____

39. Everlasting

41. Hair cleanser

43. Memo

44. Celebrity

46. Rosters

47. Mineral springs

48. Nonprofessional

50. Guitarist ____ Clapton

51. Changes for the better

55. Those who fib

59. Play divisions

61. Animosity

62. Satisfactory

65. Actor ____ Penn

66. Ship's bottom

67. Baseball blunder

68. Tart

69. Whirlpool

70. In want

71. Hideaways

DOWN

1. Speech problems

2. Mrs. Bunker

3. Water plants

4. Barbie's guy

5. Our planet's

6. Diva's offering

7. Refined

8. Part of the UK

9. Ewe's mate

10. Example

11. Pinup ____ Hayworth

12. Certain poems

13. Sassy

19. NBC's rival

21. Howard ____ of radio

24. Cherishes

26. Established in advance

27. Skin irritation

29. Deli sausage

30. Respect
31. Flask sips
32. Horn sound
33. Greek god
34. Telescope part
35. On the peak
36. Greek consonant
40. Not nearby
42. Grads
45. Ghastly
49. Diner
50. Sixth sense (abbr.)
52. Brother's daughter
53. Sap
54. Mails
55. Huron, e.g.
56. Cooled
57. Passed effortlessly
58. Depend
60. Lump of dirt
63. ____-gallon hat
64. "We ____ Family"
65. Unhappy
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It could be that you're trying to com-
municate with someone in a matter
regarding love and romance and it
simply isn't working. You're apt to feel
like you need a translator in order to
get your message across. Both you and
your partner need to share responsibil-
ity for making sure that the lines of
communication remain open. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

This is a fantastic time for you for love and
romance, Pisces, even if there's a bit of cool-
ness between you and the person you care
about. It's possible that there needs to be an
element of distance now for you to really appre-
ciate the good thing you have. If you aren't
involved with someone now, you should find
that you're in a good position to make a move
toward someone you feel strongly about.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

It's one thing to be a friend and it's another to
feed someone's ego just to make him or her
happy, Aries. Make sure that you aren't telling
someone lies just because you know that that
is what he or she wants to hear. A true friend is
someone who is honest at all times, even if it
means that you may temporarily hurt that per-
son's feelings.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It's critical that you not try to gain the love
and appreciation of another by controlling
their decisions, Taurus. It's time to let the peo-
ple around you set their own rules and bound-
aries. Give that special person space to decide
what's best, then you can take action accord-
ingly. It may be that you discover things about
this person that you probably would never
have known if you called all the shots.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might need to put on the brakes today
when it comes to love and romance, Gemini.
Don't think that this means you have to
break off any sort relationship that's in the
works but realize that you may need to take
a more realistic approach to how you handle
it. The problem is that you may be getting so
caught up in the fantasy of things that you
aren't tending to practicalities.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Things should be going quite well for you
today, Cancer, and you will find that
aspects of your life that may have felt dis-
connected in the past are finally slipping
into place. Have faith that all your
painstaking planning and organizing is
finally going to pay off. This is especially
true in love and romance. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Restriction and discipline might not be
your forte, Leo, but realize that this may
be exactly the type of thing that you need
the most. Try not to expend your energy
in too many directions. Focus and chan-
nel your efforts into the things you con-
sider the most important. Make sure that
most of your day is spent tending to
these things. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Appreciate the good things you have today,
Virgo. Don't let another day go by without
really paying homage to the people who've
helped you grow along the way. Take a
walk. Climb a tree or help a child build a
tree house. Connect with your spiritual side
that finds satisfaction in where you are now
instead of always feeling a need to search
for something bigger and better.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

When it comes to matters of love and
romance, you may need to tone things
down a bit, Libra. An aggressive
approach now may drive your loved one
further away from you instead of draw-
ing him or her closer. Remember that
love is a two-way street. Don't just do
things the way you'd like to do them. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may find that your love is incredibly
magnetic now, Scorpio. All you need to do
is be yourself and suddenly people flock
your way. There are terrific opportunities
for you to strengthen the bonds you have
with the people you care about the most.
Solidify your relationship with soft
romantic words and actions. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Consider taking a more conservative
approach to your actions today,
Sagittarius, as well as to the way you
dress. Others may be rather put off by
something that comes across as too
flashy. Fashion is apt to be a significant
concern for you now, which is fine.
Don't underestimate the power of per-
sonal appearance.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Romantic relationships may not exactly be
going as well as you'd like, Capricorn, but
don't get discouraged. Hang in there and
you will find that things eventually come
around your way. You may need to strength-
en your internal sense of confidence, since
it's doubtful that you will get much support
from interactions with the people around
you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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W
ell-known Tamil
actor and Bigg
Boss contestant

Harish Kalyan announced
that he would be marry-
ing the love of his life,
Narmada Udayakumar.

Taking to Twitter, the
actor said, "With all my
heart, for all my life. I'm
extremely happy to intro-
duce Narmada
Udayakumar, my wife-to-
be. Love you to bits. With
God's blessings, as we
begin our forever, we seek
double the love from you
all, now and always."

The actor also shared a
statement on his timeline
that read, "Dear All, I have
been fortunate enough to
have experienced the gift
of unconditional love and
affection all through my
life.

He further mentioned,
"Right from my childhood,
where my parents encour-
aged every little dream of
mine, and now, where you
all have shown me so
much love and support;
each of you that helped

me imprint my little steps
in the world of cinema --
sharing every success and
milestone with you has
been the most satisfying
part of my journey."

Continuing further, he
wrote, "And now, with a
heart full of happiness, I
am writing to share the
joy of celebrating the start
of an important journey
in my personal life."

"With the blessings of
our parents, families,
friends from film fraterni-
ty and otherwise, media
fraternity, my dear most
fans and all well-wishers, I
am delighted to announce
my marriage with
Narmada Udayakumar",
he added.

The actor concluded his
statement as he wrote
about starting a new chap-
ter, "As we embark on a
new life journey to ex-
plore and reinvent our-
selves together, we seek
double the blessings and
love from you all, now and
always. With Love, Harish
Kalyan."

Actor Harish
Kalyan set to

marry the love
of his life

Bhagyashree 
Milind makes OTT

debut with Marathi
series ‘Athang’

A
nostalgic evening
filled with beauti-
ful memories, emo-

tions and laughter awaits
you this weekend!
Saluting the ‘Badshah of
stand-up comedy’, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s The Kapil
Sharma Show will see
renowned comedians -
Vijay Ishwarlal Pawar
(VIP), Khayali Saharan,
Ahsaan Qureshi, Sunil
Pal, Rajiv Thakur, Navin
Prabhakar, Rehman
Khan, Suresh Albela,
Rajeev Nigam, Rajat Sood,
Jayvijay Sachan, Kettan
Singh come together on
the biggest comedy show
to pay a be-fitting tribute
to the late comedian, Raju
Srivastav this and Sunday,
8th and 9th October at 9:30
pm. The Indian comedy
fraternity lost its brightest
star in the form of Raju
Srivastav and to commem-
orate his work, all these 13
comedians will honour
him in their respective
style of comedy and talk
about their fond memo-
ries they shared with late

Indian comedian, Raju
Srivastav.

Known to leave his
guests in splits with his
witty humour, host Kapil
Sharma for the first time
will be seen getting emo-
tional while he talks about
his friend, late Raju
Srivastav and the time
they worked together in
the show. The host will
also go on to sing Raj
Kapoor’s legendary song
‘Jeena Yaha Marna Yaha’

that still touches millions
of hearts making every-
one emotional. While we
all have seen Raju
Srivastav in many avatars
Kapil will reveal how he
once fought with a cable
guy just to watch the leg-
end perform on screen.
Not only this, but each co-
median will also perform
in their signature style ho-
nouring the beloved come-
dian and talk on how he
has been an inspiration to

each one of them in the
comedy genre. Khayali
Saharan will share his
warmest memories with
Raju in the form of poetry
while Navin Prabhakar
will showcase his popular
‘Pehchan Kaun act’ as he
talks about the late Raju
Srivastav.

Tune in to The Kapil
Sharma Show every
Saturday and Sunday at
9:30pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Indian comedy fraternity pay
tribute to late Raju Srivastav

A
fter two-year hia-
tus, the famous
Luv-Kush Ramlila

at Red Fort, Delhi, is back
with all its glory and
grandeur! And joining
these grand celebrations
were Indian television’s
most loved on-screen
Jodi - Vibhuti Narayan
Mishra (Aasif Sheikh)
and Anita Mishra
(Vidisha Srivastava),
from &TV’s cult-comedy
show, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai. Captivated by the
Dilliwallas’ warm wel-
come and high energy,
the beautiful rendition of
the Hindu epic
Ramayana, staged in the
run-up to Dussehra, and
live crowd interaction,
this is what the actors
had to say about their re-
cent visit.

Sharing his excite-
ment, Aasif Sheik, aka
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra,
said, “The crowd was
simply amazing at Red
Fort’s Ramlila! There
was so much affection
and high energy, with
them calling out to us
and cheering for us. It
was one of the most

memorable moments.
The Luv-Kush Ramila is
one of the most sought-
after celebrations visited
by millions across the
county. This year’s cele-
brations were a notch
higher and mesmerising.
It was also extra special
for everyone as their
favourite Ramlila re-
turned after a two-year
gap. And the entire expe-
rience, without a doubt,
was one of the finest. As
a kid, I often visited here
with my family to watch
Ramlila. I had never
imagined, one day, being
on this stage and inter-
acting with the crowd
about my show and char-
acter. It is my second visit
as an actor. In 2019, I at-
tended it with my co-
actor, Rohitashv (Tiwari
Ji), and we had fantastic
crowd interactions way
back then too! We are
thankful to the entire or-
ganising committee for
giving us this wonderful
opportunity to partici-
pate in this grand cele-
bration and witness the
magnificent perform-
ance.

Aasif & Vidisha attend

‘Luv-Kush Ramlila’

Bollywood actress Kangana
Ranaut, who is busy with

her upcoming directorial
'Emergency', celebrated the
festival of Dussehra with CRPF
jawans (personnel) on
Wednesday. The actress took
to her social media to share
pictures of the shastra pooja
(Hindu tradition of worship-
ping the weapons) on the
occasion of Dussehra along
with CRPF jawans. She shared
the pictures in the story sec-
tion of her Instagram. She
wrote on the pictures, "Desh ki
jo raksha karte hain, Ishwar
unke raksha kare (May the
Almighty take care of those
who protect our nation)."
Kangana further mentioned in
her social media pictures:
"Dharm se aap chahe Jo bhi ho
lekin jo karm se Kshatriya hai
unhe Vijayadashami pe sirf ek

he Sandesh, Vijaybhavaa (One
may follow any religion, but
those who are Kshatriya by
deed, I have only one message
for them, may you win at
everything in life)."

Kangana celebrates 
Dussehra with CRPF personnel,

performs shastra pooja

O
n the auspicious oc-
casion of
D u s s e h r a ,

Bollywood actress
Mugdha Godse spoke
about the festivities and
shared how she celebrates
the festival. The actress
said that she cleans up her
house and decorates it to
ward off any evil or nega-
tive forces. "I celebrate
Dussehra by decorating
my home in a traditional
way. The main door is
decked up with a lovely
toran (a door hanging dec-
orated with flowers or
mango leaves). I move the
furniture around to wel-
come Dussehra."

Mugdha Godse talks about
her Dussehra celebrations
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Sylhet , Oct 06 (PTI):

India would expect that
opener Shafali Verma
comes out of the lean
patch she has been endur-
ing for some time and the
team extends its domina-
tion of Pakistan when the
two arch-rivals clash in
their women's Asia Cup
T20 match, here Friday.

The Indian team gave
ample game time to its
fringe players, making as
many as eight changes in
the last two games, but
against Pakistan -- one of
title contenders -- the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led
side is expected to have full
strength team on the field.
Pakistan are coming into
the contest after suffering
a shock four-wicket defeat
at the hands of minnows
Thailand on Thursday.

The two sides currently
occupy the top two spot in
the points table with India,
who have won three games
on the trot, leading the
table. While an India-
Pakistan tie always gener-
ates hype, the recent two
matches between the two
sides failed to produce a
close game with India win-
ning comfortably. India

were at their ruthless best
as they brushed aside
Pakistan at the
Commonwealth Games in
July. In fact, India have
won the last five meeting
against the neighbours in
the format easily.

After being rested for a
game each, the star open-

ers Shafali Verma and
Smriti Mandhana will be
expected to provide a
strong start. The big-hit-
ting Shafali will be feeling
the pressure as she still
looks low on confidence.
She was able to spend
some time in the middle in
the match against

Malaysia but looked
scratchy and far from her
best. The teenager will be
eager to shake off the rust
and play some dominant
knocks with the T20 World
Cup fast approaching. On
the other hand, Mandhana
and skipper Kaur are com-
ing off stellar performanc-

es in the white-ball series
against England.

Jemimah Rodrigues,
who returned to the side
after a wrist injury, is in
imperious touch. After
notching up her career-
best score in the opener,
she brought her second
consecutive half-century of
the tournament and along
with all-rounder with
Deepti Sharma inspired a
win against UAE. The
bowlers have continued to
be clinical in all three
games.

On the other hand,
Pakistan batters, who were
hardly tested in the wins
over Malaysia and
Bangladesh, had the per-
fect opportunity to get
some runs under their
belts. But, barring opener
Sidra Ameen who scored a
fifty, they failed to impress,
failing to breach the 120-
run mark against
Thailand. Their bowling
attack, which has been
clinical in the tournament,
had few runs to defend.
Their batters will have
their task cut out against a
confident and firing India
bowling attack.

Women’s Asia Cup: India look to
continue domination over Pakistan

Match starts 1pm IST.

Sylhet, Oct 06:

Pakistan women cricket
team were handed a stun-
ning four-wicket loss by
Thailand women cricket
in the ongoing Women’s
Asia Cup 2022 in Sylhet,
Bangladesh, on Thursday.
Chasing a modest 117 to
win, the Thai women com-
pleted a tense win with
one ball remaining led by
opener Natthakan
Chantham’s brilliant half-
century.

Chantham smashed 61
off just 51 balls to lay the
foundation for Thailand’s
most famous cricket win.
Her knock was studded
with two sixes and five
fours. The next highest
scorer was Thailand cap-
tain Naruemoi Chaiwai,
who scored 17.

Thailand needed 10 runs
to win in the final with
four wickets in hand but
Rosenan Kanoh came up
with the crucial boundary
off Pakistan’s Diana Baig
to ease the pressure and
guide the team home with
one ball remaining.

“We are very excited.
Pakistan are a strong side.
We want to beat every
team but at the moment
we just enjoyed our field-
ing and batting. I want my
team to have fun and the

win comes automatically.
In the last two games, we
didn't bowl correct length
and line. Today they did it
pretty well,” Thailand cap-
tain Chaiwai said after the
win.

Earlier, Pakistan women
team were restricted to
116/5 in spite of half-cen-
tury by opener Sidra
Ameen. Apart from Sidra,
no other Pakistan batter
could cross the 20-run
mark. Sornnarin Tippoch
was the pick of the
Thailand bowlers, claim-
ing 2/20. “Quite disap-
pointed the way we batted.

The batters haven’t shown
the intent. Of course bat-
ting let the down. The set
batters were there and
they weren’t able to put a
good score. 130 plus would
be a good total. They didn’t
show intent, that was dis-
appointing for me as a cap-
tain,” Pakistan captain
Bismah Maroof said.

Pakistan will next take
on arch-rivals Team India
in their next match on
Friday. Harmanpreet
Kaur's Team are currently
leading the points table
with three wins in three
matches.

Thailand shocks
Pakistan in Asia Cup

New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI):

It has been a decade but
Bhuvneshwar Kumar's debut in
what was the last bilateral series
between India and Pakistan,
seems like yesterday.

The very second delivery of
his international career swung
away and after pitching vicious-
ly tailed in to disturb opener
Nasir Jamshed's timber.

Bhuvneshwar has not bowled
such a delivery in the last two
years. There were some good
spells but against good teams,
that magic or x-factor' has been
distinctly missing.

He has, since that delivery,
played 78 T20Is and a career
economy rate of 7.02 appears
more than decent but what has
proved to be the Meerut man's
undoing is handling the respon-
sibility during the death overs.
Since 2021, Bhuvneshwar has
played 23 T20I games for India
and has got only 15 wickets from
them. But that's not the biggest
worry. The biggest factor is the
159 deliveries he has bowled at
the death (between overs 17 to
20th) and the 266 runs that he
has conceded at an economy
rate of 10.03.

He has conceded 23 extras but
more importantly has been
smashed for 20 fours and 12
sixes in those 23 innings.

These are the numbers which
are far from satisfactory. In fact,
scary, because Bhuvneshwar
will be the leader of a rag-tag
Indian attack at the T20 World
Cup with the team management
still unsure how Mohammed
Shami would shape up.

Harbhajan Singh, a member
of the 2007 T20 World Cup team
feels, that on current form and
skill-sets, Deepak Chahar
should be picked ahead of
Bhuvneshwar.

He reckons that having both
of them in the same squad will
make the attack look a bit uni-di-
mensional.

Harbhajan in fact did an
analysis of each of the bowlers
going into World Cup.

Missing Jasprit Bumrah
"Jassi (Bumrah's nickname) is

the only Indian bowler, who can
take pitch out of equation be-
cause of the accuracy rate of his
blockhole deliveries,"
Harbhajan explained why the
bowling attack wouldn't be as ef-

fective as it could have been with
Bumrah. "To bowl yorkers, you
need certain skills and it has
nothing to do with the track.
Yes, Jassi also gets hit but he
will get hit only twice may be
out of 10 balls. That's why he is
exceptional," he elaborated.

Deepak Chahar vs
Bhuvneshwar Kumar

debate
With Shami's recovery post

Covid, still being monitored,
Chahar's incisive bowling at the
start is something that can only
get India wickets, feels the 'tur-
banator'. "Deepak Chahar is the
only bowler, who can get the ball
to swing up-front and both ways
and looks like getting  2-3 wickets
in Powerplay. "His inswinger is as
lethal as his outswing and he can
even get to move in non-con-
ducive conditions. At this stage,
where we stand today, Deepak is a
better-skilled bowler in present
scenario compared to
Bhuvneshwar. "Bhuvi has loads
of experience and he will pull off
games but 8-10 runs in 19th over
doesn't hurt but moment it is 15
and above, the match slips away.
So Deepak would be my choice."

Arshdeep has courage but
needs experience

Arshdeep Singh's is still a
fledgling career but among the
three bowlers in the main quad,
he had the most decent economy
rate of 8.03 since 2021. He has
conceded 166 runs in 121 balls
and in the death overs has gone
for only four sixes.

Decoding Harshal Patel's
issues

Harshal Patel after an as-
tounding 51 wickets from two
IPL seasons (32 in 2021 and 19 in
2022) had become the toast of
the nation with his variation of
dipping slower deliveries. But a
look at Harshal's death overs
stats for India will make anyone
shudder. He has bowled 172 balls
in 21 innings at the death since
his debut and has conceded 312
runs at an economy rate of 10.88
but more importantly has been
hit for more sixes than fours,
managing just 13 wickets.\ In
fact, batters have hit 25 maxi-
mums off his deliveries along
with 16 boundaries. What has
actually gone wrong with
Harshal, who has otherwise

been pretty regular bowling at
least three of his quota of four
overs between 15th to 20th in an
innings for RCB in IPL?
"Harshal probably has a better
slower delivery than any Indian
bowlers who play T20. But there
is a rider. For Harshal Patel's
slower delivery to be effective,
the pitch needs to grip and hold
up (in common lingo, balls
needs to stop and come).

Umran Malik
He has the x-factor and he

can go for a lot of runs as his
inexperience may lead him to
be a bit wayward with his line
and length but not many in
world cricket are blessed with
150 clicks speed and if he can
at least get 3-4 menacing deliv-
eries in a two-over spell, at
least a wicket or two could be
assured.

Umran is going as a net
bowler but Harbhajan won't
mind if Chetan Sharma and
Rahul Dravid make a leap of
faith and include him in case
of Mohammed Shami is un-
available. "I think entire coun-
try is praying for Shami but
we need contingency ready, if
he is unavailable."

Death Overs: India in search of ‘Last Action Hero’
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Al Khobar, Oct 06 (PTI):

Thanglalsoun Gangte
scored a brace to guide
India to a crucial 3-0 win
over Kuwait in the AFC U-
17 Asian Cup 2023
Qualifiers here on
Thursday.

India had registered a
commanding 5-0 win
against the Maldives in
their previous match.

Two goals from Gangte
gave the Indian side three
points. Goalkeeper Sahil
also shone through with a
notable display, making a
number of crucial saves,
ensuring a hard-earned
clean sheet.

The first half began with
the Indian side in the ascen-
dancy right from kick-off.

The first big chance came
in the ninth minute as
Gangte headed the ball into
the net from a corner-kick
opportunity. However, the
referee had blown for a foul
in the build-up. Three min-
utes later, skipper
Vanlalpeka Guite stung the
palms of the Kuwait custo-
dian with a low, fizzing shot
that was saved. The pres-
sure continued to build and
the reward came in the 16th
minute as Bibiano
Fernandes' side took the
lead. A delicious long ball
from centreback Manjot
Singh Dhami found Korou
in space down the right
flank. The winger charged
and played a pinpoint cross
for the onrushing Gangte,
who provided a clinical

first-time finish. India cus-
todian Sahil was called into
action on a couple of occa-
sions and produced some
fine saves towards the end
of the first half to ensure a
clean sheet.

After the half-time inter-
val, the game continued
from where it left off as
both sides continued to
push for advantage.

Two minutes after the
hour mark, Korou headed
narrowly over the bar from
a corner-kick chance.
However, four minutes
later, he was on hand to
double India's advantage as
the Blue Colts raced for-
ward on a counter-attack.

Guite fired in an inviting
low cross from the left and
the winger slammed it
home with aplomb.

Sahil was called into ac-
tion yet again in the 69th
minute, producing a flying
save to deny Khaled once
again. The stop proved to be
crucial as the Indian team
struck another blow just
two minutes later as Gangte
scored his second.

Dubai, Oct 05 (PTI):

The Indian trio of Smriti
Mandhana, Harmanpreet
Kaur and Axar Patel was on
Wednesday nominated ICC
'Player of the Month' award
in the women and men's
categories for September.

Skipper Kaur and vice-
captain Mandhana have
been shortlisted for the
very first time and if one of
them goes on to win will
then become the first ever
India player to win the
Women's Player of the
Month award, thanks to
stellar performances in
both ODI and T20I series in
England.

Axar, on the other hand,
has been nominated for the
men's Player of the Month
following a series of im-
pressive and restrictive
bowling displays against
Australia and South Africa.

Despite a disappointing
T20I series in England at
the start of the month,
Kaur was in imperious
form during the subsequent
ODI series which followed.
Scoring 221 runs across the
three matches, she guided
her side over the finishing

line in the first match with
a controlled 74 not out, be-
fore she clinched the series
for her team in style in the
second match, striking an
unbeaten 143 to seal a his-
toric first ODI series victo-
ry for her side in England
since 1999.

Another of the leading
lights of India's batting
lineup, and last year's win-
ner of the Rachael Heyhoe
Flint Trophy for ICC
Women's Cricketer of the
Year, Mandhana also ex-
celled during her time in
England in September.

She scored consistently
across both white-ball se-
ries, highlighted by her un-
beaten 79 during the first
T20I in Derby and 91 in the

first ODI in Canterbury
both match winning contri-
butions.

Mandhana also ended the
month averaging over 50 in
both formats, and with a
strike-rate of 137 in the
T20Is, underlining the scale
of her successes during the
month.

Bangladesh's Nigar
Sultana, who captained her
side to seal their place at
the ICC Women's T20 World
Cup in South Africa in 2023
is the third nominee in the
women's category.

So often a key threat in
India's bowling attack,
Axar enjoyed a prolific
September to earn his first
nomination for Player of
the Month.

Surat, Oct 06 (PTI):

Top seed B Sai Praneeth
of Telangana and
Chhattisgarh's Aakarshi
Kashyap produced su-
perlative performances to
claim the men's and
women's singles bad-
minton gold medals re-
spectively in the National
Games here on Thursday.

While Praneeth, a for-
mer world championships
bronze medallist, had to
work hard for his 21-11 12-
21 21-16 victory over
Karnataka's Mithun
Manjunath in the men's
singles final, Aakarshi

saw off top seed Malvika
Bansod of Maharashtra
21-8 22-20 in the women's
singles summit clash.

T h i r t y - y e a r - o l d
Praneeth's success meant
that Telangana grabbed
three gold medals in bad-
minton. They had won the
mixed team and women's
doubles titles earlier.

Praneeth dominated the
opening game, jumping to
an 8-2 lead and never look-
ing back. However, Mithun
came back stronger in the
second game but eventual-
ly could do nothing but ac-
knowledge that he was
outplayed.

Praneeth, Aakarshi clinch
men’s and women’s singles

titles at National Games

Harmanpreet, Mandhana, Axar 
nominated for ICC ‘Player of the Month’

India record 3-0 win over Kuwait

̈ Maintain clean slate
in AFC U-17 Asian
Cup Qualifiers



Damage
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: The newly
launched Mumbai Central-
Gandhinagar Vande Bharat
Express train suffered
minor damages after hit-
ting a herd of buffaloes in
Gujarat on Thursday, offi-
cials said.No passenger
was injured in the incident
that occurred between
Gairatpur and Vatva sta-
tions around 11.15 am,
they said.

Mega events
BBeennggaalluurruu:: With an eye on
the Karnataka Assembly
elections that are just
months away, top leaders
of the BJP are set to take
up statewide tours and
hold a series of mega
public meetings. While
BJP state chief Nalin
Kumar Kateel and party
national general secretary
and Karnataka in-charge
Arun Singh have already
started touring the state,
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai and party stal-
wart B S Yediyurappa will
start their trips from
October 11.

Metro services
KKoollkkaattaa:: Kolkata Metro
has ferried nearly 40 lakh
passengers in six days
during Durga Puja from
'Panchami' to
'Vijayadashami' -- earn-
ing more than Rs 6 crore,
an official said here on
Thursday. Nightlong serv-
ices were made available
for enthusiasts during the
festival, he said.

Critical 
LLuucckknnooww:: Samajwadi
Party founder Mulayam
Singh Yadav continues to
be in the Intensive Care
Unit of Medanta Hospital
in Gurugram and his con-
dition remains critical,
the hospital said on
Thursday. He is being
administered life-saving
drugs, it said in a bulletin.

Mishap
CCooiimmbbaattoorree:: Three boys
died and 11 others are
undergoing treatment in
the government hospital
following suspected food
poisoning at a home for
destitute in nearby
Tirupur on Thursday, offi-
cials said. The boys had
rice mixed with 'rasam'
and laddu for dinner on
Wednesday. Some of
them vomited and had
dysentery.

Gang-rape
RReewwaa:: Six persons,
including two minors,
allegedly raped a young
woman and later made an
obscene video of the vic-
tim on a smartphone and
sent it across to her fami-
ly in Rewa district of
Madhya Pradesh, a police
official said on Thursday.

INT’L DUSSEHRA FEST

Devotees take part in the procession of deities during the International Dussehra festival, in Kullu, Thursday.
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New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI): 

India's drug regulator has
initiated a probe and sought
further details from the
WHO after the global health
body issued an alert that
cough syrups manufactured
by an Indian firm could po-
tentially be linked to the
death of children in
Gambia.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) on
Wednesday warned that
four "contaminated" and
"substandard" cough syrups
allegedly produced by
Maiden Pharmaceuticals
Limited based in Haryana's
Sonepat could be the reason
for the deaths in the West
African nation.

Haryana's Health
Minister Anil Vij on
Thursday said samples of
four cough syrups manufac-
tured by the firm have been
sent to the Central Drugs
Laboratory in Kolkata for
examination.

"The samples have been
collected by a team of the
DCGA and Haryana's Food
and Drugs Administration
Department and sent to the
CDL, Kolkata for examina-
tion," Vij told PTI.

He said a senior official of
Centre's Department of
Pharmaceuticals spoke
with Haryana's Additional
Chief Secretary (Health).

Vij said the cough syrups
manufactured by the phar-

ma company were approved
for export. "It is not avail-
able for sale or marketing in
the country."

"Whatever action has to
be taken will be taken once
the CDL report comes. Only
after the report is in, we can
arrive at any conclusion,"
Vij said.

Government sources had
said the exact "one-to-one
causal relation of death"
has neither been provided
by the UN health agency
nor the details of labels and
products been shared by it
with the Central Drugs
Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO), en-
abling it to confirm the
identity or source of the
manufacturing of the prod-
ucts.

"Based on available infor-
mation, the CDSCO has al-
ready taken up an urgent in-
vestigation into the matter
with regulatory authorities

in Haryana. "While all re-
quired steps will be taken,
as a robust regulatory au-
thority, the WHO has been
requested to share with
CDSCO at the earliest the
report on the establishment
of a causal relation to the
deaths with the medical
products in question, photo-
graphs of labels/products
etc," a source said.

According to the sources,
the WHO had on September
29 informed the Drugs
Controller General of India
that it was providing techni-
cal assistance and advice to
Gambia.

It had highlighted that a
significant contributing fac-
tor to the deaths was sus-
pected to be the use of medi-
cines which may have been
contaminated with
Diethylene Glycol/Ethylene
Glycol, and said its presence
had been confirmed in some
of the samples it tested.

Jashpur, Oct 06 (PTI): 

A man, his wife and their daughter were
found murdered in Jashpur district in
Chhattisagarh on Thursday, a police official
said. The incident took place in Kadamtoli vil-
lage and the deceased have been identified as
Arjun Tendua (43), his wife Firni Tendua (40)
and daughter Sanjana (19), Jashpur
Superintendent of Police D Ravishankar said.

"The kin of the deceased alerted us today.
They have been killed with a sharp-edged
weapon. Tendua's enmity with a few people
has come to light. Some persons are being
questioned," the SP said. A case of murder
has been registered and all efforts are being
made to solve the crime, he added.

Literature Nobel
to French writer

Annie Ernaux
Stockholm, Oct 06 (AP): 

French author
Annie Ernaux,
who mined her
own biography to
explore life in
France since the
1940s, was award-
ed this year's
Nobel Prize in lit-
erature on Thursday for work that
illuminates murky corners of
memory, family and society.

The Swedish Academy said
Ernaux, 82, was recognised for
"the courage and clinical acuity
with which she uncovers the
roots, estrangements and collec-
tive restraints of personal memo-
ry". She is the first French litera-
ture laureate since Patrick
Modiano in 2014.

Ernaux told Swedish broadcast-
er SVT by telephone that the
award was "a great honor" and "a
very great responsibility".

India abstains
from UNHRC vote

against Lanka
New Delhi, Oct 06: 

India on Thursday abstained on a
draft resolution in the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva on pro-
moting reconciliation, accounta-
bility and human rights in Sri
Lanka which was adopted.
While abstaining, India stressed
that it will work with Sri Lanka
and the international community
to attain the related objectives of
legitimate aspirations of Tamils of
Sri Lanka and prosperity for all
Sri Lankans.
The draft resolution on Promoting
reconciliation, accountability and
human rights in Sri Lanka' was
adopted at the 51st Session of
Human Rights Council in Geneva,
with 20 nations voting in favour in
the 47-member Council, seven
against, including China and
Pakistan, and 20 abstentions,
including by India, Japan, Nepal
and Qatar.

Mumbai, Oct 06 (PTI): 

The Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
has seized 16 kilograms of
heroin worth more than
Rs 100 crore at the
Mumbai Airport, and ar-
rested a passenger and a
woman from Ghana in this
connection, an official said
on Thursday.

The Ghanaian woman
was nabbed from a hotel in
Delhi as part of the DRI's
follow-up action in the
case, he said.

The Mumbai unit of the
DRI had laid a trap on
Tuesday at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport on a specific tip-
off that a passenger travel-
ling from Malawi, an
African country, to

Mumbai via Qatar was
trying to smuggle narcotic
drugs into the country, he
said. "As part of the trap, a
surveillance and tracking
team of DRI officers was
positioned at the airport
and intercepted a suspect-
ed passenger," he said.

During the search of his
luggage, the DRI officers
found 16 kg heroin that
was concealed in cavities
made in the trolley bags,
the official added.

The value of the seized
heroin is more than Rs 100
crore in the international
market, he said, adding
that the passenger was
placed under arrest and
was remanded in the DRI
custody by the local court.

"In a follow-up action,
the DRI officers appre-
hended a woman from
Ghana, who was to take
the delivery of the smug-
gled contraband in Delhi,"
he said.

New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI): 

For Ravinder Singh, a
Delhi-based professional,
acquiring a small plot of
agricultural land in
Karnataka was an anxious
journey mainly because of
land documents which
were all in the local lan-
guage.

"I had to depend on local
brokers and lawyers to un-
derstand the documents.
They were not even in the
English language," Singh
said.

Like Singh, many people
across the country are fac-
ing linguistic barriers in
land records, which the
government now wants to
address by translating the
Record of Rights (RoR) in
22 languages.

A Record of Rights or
RoR or jamabandi is a type
of land record which cap-
tures the details of land-

holdings. "One of the
biggest issues with land
records is language. In
India, there are multiple
languages. We are trying
to do the translation of the
RoR," Sonmoni Borah,
Joint Secretary,
Department of Land
Resources, told PTI.

This department falls
under the Union Ministry
of Rural Development.

A pilot has already been
conducted in eight states:
Maharashtra, Bihar,
Gujarat, Puducherry,
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Tripura and
Jammu & Kashmir, he
said. "A software is ready.
We are going to roll out
anytime soon," Borah said.

The translation of RoRs
in 22 languages will not be
done in one go. Initially,
the states will be asked to
go for translation of RoRs
in three compulsory lan-

guages i.e English, Hindi
and state language, and
three optional languages
which state governments
can identify as per their
requirement, he said.

"This will break the lin-
guistic barrier in land
records. The ambitious
project of multi-lingual
RoRs is estimated to cost
about Rs 11 crore and the
target is to complete in one
year," he added.

Borah said the structure
of the RoR and informa-
tion it provides differ from
state to state.

Typically, an RoR pro-
vides names of all persons
who have acquired some
rights with regard to the
land; the nature and limits
of their rights, and the
rent or revenue to be paid
by them. These rights
could be ownership, long-
term lease-holds, or tenan-
cy related, he said.

Bengaluru, Oct 06 (PTI) 

India's heaviest rocket is get-
ting ready to make its entry
into the global commercial
launch service market with the
milestone expected on
October 22. In its first dedicat-
ed commercial mission, GSLV-
Mk III would launch British
startup OneWeb's 36 broad-
band satellites from
Sriharikota spaceport, as per a
contract signed by Indian
Space Research Organisation's
commercial arm, NewSpace
India Limited (NSIL).
The newest rocket is capable
of launching a four tonne class
of satellite to Geosynchronous
Transfer orbit (GTO).
"The launch is slated shortly
after October 21 midnight. We
are looking at 00:12 hours on
October 22," a senior official
of the national space agency
told PTI on condition of
anonymity on Thursday.

New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI): 

The CBI has booked a
joint director general of
foreign trade for alleged-
ly receiving a bribe of Rs
1 crore from a business-
man in 2018 in a fraud
case of Rs 118 crore, offi-
cials said Thursday.

Following the registra-
tion of the FIR against
Joint Director General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT)
Sambhaji A Chavan and
Deputy DGFT Prakash S
Kamble, 2008 and 2013-
batch Indian Trade
Service officers respec-
tively, and businessman
Ramesh Manohar
Chavan, among others,
the CBI conducted
searches at nine locations
in Delhi, Daman,
Mumbai and Pune, they
said.

"It is alleged that eight
Export Promotion Credit
Guarantee (EPCG) licens-
es were issued in the
name Radha Madhav

Corporation Ltd (RMCL)
by Directorate General
for Foreign Trade for im-
port of 'capital machin-
ery' and as per the
scheme, RMCL had the
obligation to export eight
times the value of duty
saved on the goods im-
ported," the FIR alleged.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation alleged that
the total amount of duty
saved on import by
RMCL was Rs 16.81 crore
against which the compa-
ny was required to fulfil
export obligations to the
tune of Rs 135 crore.

"However, RMCL was
found to have exported
goods only worth Rs 17
crore, which was Rs 118
crore short of the obliga-
tion. The said obligation
was overlooked at first
but later when the matter
was highlighted during
CAG in the year 2017,
only then further action
was initiated by DGFT,"
the FIR alleged.

Palakkad (Ker), Oct 06 (PTI):

Nine people, including
five students, were killed
after a private tourist bus
hit a state-run KSRTC bus
from behind at
Vadakkenchery here,
Kerala Road Transport
Minister Antony Raju said
on Thursday.

The minister said the ac-
cident occurred around
11.30 PM on Wednesday
when the private bus,
which was travelling at a
high speed, while attempt-
ing to overtake a car, hit
the rear end of a Kerala
State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC) bus.

"Both the buses went off
the road as a result. Nine

persons, including five stu-
dents and a teacher, were
killed in the accident," he
told the media. The minis-
ter also said that the pre-
liminary view was that the
accident occurred due to
the high speed of the pri-
vate bus and the negli-
gence of its driver. He said
the KSRTC bus was going
from Kottarakkara in
Kerala to Coimbatore in
Tamil Nadu and had 81
passengers, of whom
three died in the accident.

The private bus was car-
rying 42 students and 5
teachers of Baselios
Vidyanikethan Senior
Secondary School in
Ernakulam, who were on
a pleasure trip.

WHO alert on Gambia deaths
̈ DCGI initiates

probe
̈ Cough syrup 

samples sent to
Kolkata lab

The World Health Organisation (WHO) on Wednesday warned
that four "contaminated" and "substandard" cough syrups
allegedly produced by Maiden Pharmaceuticals Limited based
in Haryana's Sonepat could be the reason for the deaths in the
West African nation. It had highlighted that a significant con-
tributing factor to the deaths was suspected to be the use of
medicines which may have been contaminated with Diethylene
Glycol/Ethylene Glycol, and said its presence had been con-
firmed in some of the samples it tested.

Haryana's Health Minister Anil Vij on Thursday said samples of
four cough syrups manufactured by the firm have been sent to the
Central Drugs Laboratory in Kolkata for examination. "The sam-
ples have been collected by a team of the DCGA and Haryana's
Food and Drugs Administration Department and sent to the CDL,
Kolkata for examination," Vij said. "Whatever action has to be
taken will be taken once the CDL report comes. Only after the
report is in, we can arrive at any conclusion," Vij added.

What WHO said...

Action taken by Govt

Man, wife, teen daughter
found murdered

The incident took place in Kadamtoli village and
the deceased have been identified as Arjun Tendua
(43), his wife Firni Tendua (40) and daughter
Sanjana (19).They have been killed with a sharp-
edged weapon. Tendua's enmity with a few people
has come to light. Some persons are being ques-
tioned. A case of murder has been registered and
all efforts are being made to solve the crime.

About the case

India’s heaviest
rocket to make

global foray 
̈ On October 22

Rs 100 cr heroin seized
in Mumbai airport

̈ Woman from Ghana
among two held

FATAL MISHAP

Nine dead in bus accident 
CBI books joint DGFT for
receiving Rs 1 crore bribe

LAND RECORDS

Govt to make available RoR
in multiple languages

New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI): 

An 11-year-old student
was allegedly gang-raped
by two seniors inside the
washroom of a Kendriya
Vidyalaya in the national
capital following which a
case has been registered,
police officials said on
Thursday. The Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan's re-
gional office has also or-
dered an enquiry into the
issue. The alleged inci-
dent had taken place in

July but the victim ap-
proached the police on
Tuesday only after the
matter was highlighted by
the Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW). The DCW,
which termed the inci-
dent as a "serious matter",
issued a notice to Delhi
Police and the school prin-
cipal on the issue.

The school authorities
have been asked to inform
why the incident was al-
legedly not reported to the
police by them.

HEINOUS CRIME

Girl gang-raped in
school washroom
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Bhilai, Oct 06: 

After Jagdalpur and
Chhindwara, Durg Police
carried out a raid in
Bilaspur and busted an-
other branch of Mahadev
Book Online Betting rack-
et. Four ruffians have been
arrested who were operat-
ing this branch. Police
have collected evidence of
online betting money
transactions worth crores
of rupees. Transaction
was being done through
more than 30 accounts of
various banks. 26 nos
Mobile, 02 nos Laptop, 02
nos Broadband, 02 nos
Laptop Charger, 24 nos
ATM Card, 23 nos Cheque
Book, 03 nos Passbook, 10
nos Mobile Sim cards were
recovered from the ac-
cused. Hundreds of mo-
bile numbers related to
Mahadev App were re-
vealed. The online betting
is being operated at inter-
national level from Dubai
(UAE) and Delhi, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and other
states of India. The recent
arrests were made by a
joint team of Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit and Police
Station Supela. While ad-
dressing media persons
here at Police Control
Room on Thursday, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava in-

formed that they are con-
stantly keeping a watch on
the suspects who are in-
volved in online betting ac-
tivities through Mahadev
ID App. Earlier; successful
raids were conducted in
Jagdalpur on September
27 and in Chhindwara on
October 03. On the basis of
technical evidence and
documents collected in
these raids, the joint team
of Anti Crime Cyber
??Unit and Police Station
Supela received a tip-off
about a suspect of Camp
02 Shardapara. The sus-
pect Atul Jaiswal was op-
erating the online betting
through Mahadev app on
his smartphone. Police
swung into action and the
suspect Atul Jaiswal was
caught in Nehru Nagar. A
smart phone was recov-
ered from him in which an
online betting Mahadev

app was found. Police col-
lected technical data and
strictly interrogated the
suspect. Soon he disclosed
that his three accomplices
were operating the
Mahadev Book panel from
a hideout (rented house) in
Kota, Bilaspur.

On instructions of SP
Dr Pallava, a joint team led
by Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c, Anti-Crime
and Cyber ??Unit) and
Inspector Durgesh
Sharma (SHO, Supela)
conducted a raid at a
house near CV Raman
University in Kota
Bilaspur. They found a
complete set up for operat-
ing online betting and
caught three ruffians red
handed. During interroga-
tion, the accused con-
fessed that they were oper-
ating online betting
through Mahadev Book.

They were working as a
branch of Mahadev Book
and were providing IDs to
the common people for on-
line betting through the
web site. They had opened
bank accounts in different
states of the country for
transactions of money.
The accused have been
brought to Durg and fur-
ther legal action is being
taken by Police Station
Supela.

ASI Shamit Mishra,
Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Satyendra Mandhariya,
Constable Pradeep Singh,
Jagjit Singh, Amit Dubey,
Vikrant Yadu and Javed
Hussain of ACCU and ASI
Dinesh Singh, Constable
Surendra Patel from
Supela Police Station
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

The accused are identi-
fied as Atul Jaiswal (22)
son of Ajay Jaiswal a resi-
dent of Shardapara Camp
02 Bhilai; Ishwar Reddy
(23) son of K Tirupatirao
Reddy a resident of
Khursipar Balaji Nagar
Bhilai; Dheeraj Sao (20)
son of Sanjay Sao a resi-
dent of Atal Awas
Jawahar Nagar Bhilai;
and Anurag Sharma (23)
son of Nandlal Sharma a
resident of Camp 02
Bhilai.

Durg Police carries out
surgical strike in Bilaspur

Busts another branch of Mahadev Book; four held

Bhilai, Oct 06: 

On suspicion of being
child-lifters, three Sadhus
were beaten up by a mob
in Charoda Basti area of
Old Bhilai Police Station
limits on Wednesday
evening. Though the cops
had rescued the Sadhus
but initially any FIR was
not lodged. Later when the
video went viral on social
media, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava took cognizance
and instructed the Old
Bhilai Police Station to
lodge an FIR and take ac-
tion against the accused.
The victims hail from
Alwar in Rajasthan and
were presently staying in
a rented house in Charoda
for the last several
months. They were report-
edly involved in begging.
On the other hand, leaders
of Bharatiya Janata Party
have condemned this inci-
dent and have opened an
attack on the Congress
State Government. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that three persons
dressed as Sadhus were
thrashed by a mob on ru-
mours of child-lifting in
Charoda Basti under
Bhilai-3 Police Station
limits. An FIR has been
lodged under different sec-
tions of IPC. The victims
identified as Rajbir Singh,
Aman Singh and Shyam
Singh of Alwar
Rajasthan, underwent
medical examination in
presence of cops. All sad-

hus have sustained super-
ficial injuries and have
been discharged from hos-
pital after first aid. He ap-
pealed to all citizens not to
over-react on rumours of
child-lifting and do not
take law into their own
hands. According to infor-
mation, police have round-
ed up about 30 persons
who were involved in beat-
ing the sadhus. The vic-
tims were unable to pro-
duce any documents re-
garding their identifica-
tion. As the investigation
team did not find any sus-
picious activity on the
part of the sadhus, they
were released. Rajya
Sabha MP Saroj Pandey

condemned the brutal in-
cident with Sadhus. She
questioned that one can
imagine the situation of
law and order in the state
when such incidents are
happening in the home
district of the Chief
Minister and Home
Minister. She suggested
the Congress leaders do
some work instead of
making rhetorical state-
ments. Former Cabinet
Minister Rajesh Munat
tweeted that there is no
control over criminals.
The home district of CM
is disturbed due to fear
and grief. Other BJP lead-
ers also condemned this
incident.

Three Sadhus beaten up on
suspicion of being child-lifters

Women held
for theft at 

jewellery shop

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0066::  Police have
arrested two women on
charges of stealing jewellery
from a jewellery shop. The vic-
tim owns a jewellery shop in
village Kurud. He complained
that two unidentified women
had stolen 25 nos nose pins of
gold worth Rs 45000 from his
shop. They had visited the shop
as customers and committed
theft when the shopkeeper was
busy with other customers.
Taking the matter into serious
cognizance, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava instructed the team of
Jamul Police Station to trace
the accused. The investigation
team examined the CCTV
footage and spotted the sus-
pects. Soon the women were
taken into custody and during
interrogation they confessed to
have committed the crime.
Police recovered 25 nos nose
pins (weighing 7.5 grams)
worth Rs 45000 from their pos-
session. The accused are iden-
tified as S Meena (27) of Zone
1, Sector 11 and S Neela alias
Kundi Rao a resident of Camp-
1, Chhawani. Inspector M
Yakub Memon, ASI Purna
Bahadur Singh, ASI Phulchand
Yadav, Head Constable Roman
Sonwani, Constables Rajkumar
Chandra, G Samuel, Amit
Singh, Dinesh and Gambhir
Jaat played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Bhilai, Oct 06: On the oc-
casion of Dussehra, differ-
ent units of RSS per-
formed Shastra Puja and
took out Path Sanchalan in
the district. Jai Hanuman
Praudh Vyavasayi Shakha,
Maitrikunj of RSS organ-
ised Shastra Puja at
Dakshin Mukhi Hanuman
Mandir in Risali. Early in
the morning, a large num-
ber of RSS Swayamsevaks
gathered in full uniform
with their Dand Shastra to
perform Shastra Puja.
Renowned Homoeopath Dr
Laxprad presided over the
programme. The RSS
Swayamsevaks practiced
yoga and performed the
rituals of Shastra Puja.
Jagdishwar Banchhore,
coordinator of the

Dharma Jagran Samanvay
Vibhag, delivered the
keynote address. He ex-
plained under what cir-
cumstances the RSS was
established in Nagpur in
1925 on the day of Vijaya
Dashami. Describing Dr
Hegdewar as the great
hero of the century, he nar-
rated the story of the foun-
dation of the Sangh. Dilip
Deshpande, Ghosh
Pramukh of district Durg,
detailed about the Ghosh
Vadya Yantra Tukdi and
its activities. Patriotic
songs were presented by
the swayamsevaks. Some
of them shared their life
experiences in which they
did social work in the in-
terest of the country.

Dr Laxprad explained

the importance of Shastra
Puja in a very simple way.
Citing the example of a
farmer, he said that a
farmer prepares the field
in view of weather, sows
seeds, adds manure and ir-
rigates the field to get a
good crop. But if he fails to
protect the crop, the boun-
tiful crops are destroyed by
animals.

In the same way, if we
are unable to protect the
wisdom and knowledge of
our ancestors, culture, fes-
tivals, ideology, worship
methods, art, etc, the ene-
mies would overpower us
and we will lose our rich
culture, tradition and
knowledge. The same is
happening over the last
several centuries and

Indian culture is getting
lost day by day. Therefore,
we should have skills of
using weapons to protect
our culture and tradition.
Weapons along with Vedas
are also in the hands of
deities of Hindu culture.
This weapon is for self-de-
fence, which is an intro-
duction of power.
Therefore, on the day of
Vijaya Dashami, weapons
are worshipped with the
spirit of victory. Toran Lal
Sinha, Narendra Kela,
Anil Sahu, Sunil Sahu,
Rajesh Singh and other
volunteers of RSS were
present.

Bhilai, Oct 06: 

On Thursday, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel paid tributes to
Swami Atmanand on his
birth anniversary during
a programme organized
in Patan. On this occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
inaugurated develop-
ment works and per-
formed bhoomipujan for
projects worth Rs 921
crore in Patan assembly
constituency area.

Chief Minister per-
formed Bhoomipujan of
works worth about Rs
280 crore and inaugurat-
ed works worth about Rs
641 crore. Baghel said
that Swami Atmanand
devoted his entire life to
make quality education
accessible to all sections
of the society. To make
his dreams come true,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government has opened
701 English medium
schools after his name.
Along with English, the
students are learning
Sanskrit and
Chhattisgarhi also so
that the students can

stay connected with
their tradition. He said
that along with provid-
ing economic opportuni-
ties to the people, the
state government has
worked towards saving
the culture.

Addressing the gather-
ing of birth anniversary
celebrations of Swami
Atmanand, CM said that
they are determined to
follow the path shown by
Swami Atmanand. Chief
Minister said that he in-

augurated the
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics in Raipur. He
added that our
Chhattisgarhi games had
become extinct and to
preserve these games,
they included 14 types of
local games in the
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics.

Everyone can partici-
pate in these games. This
program has started on
the birth anniversary of
Swami Atmanand and

will conclude on the
birth anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda.
Before Diwali, the gov-
ernment will give the
Nyay Yojna installment
on October 17 so that peo-
ple can celebrate Diwali
in a good manner. With
this, traders will also be
able to celebrate a pros-
perous Diwali. Paddy
procurement will start
from November 1. CM
added that the Gauthans
have been made just for

the villagers. He said
that the crop of oilseeds
should also be taken and
oil extraction should be
done in Gauthan itself.
There is also a provision
of employment for the
educated youth in these
rural livelihood centers.
In the health sector,
many types of medical
tests are being done free
of cost in Patan. “We are
working hard to fulfill
the dreams of our ances-
tors”, he asserted.

Mehtarlal Verma also ad-
dressed the gathering.
Chairman of District Co-
operative Central Bank -
Jawahar Verma;
Chairman of District
Mandi Board - Ashwini
Sahu, President of Patan
Nagar Panchayat -
Bhupendra Kashyap and
other dignitaries were
present. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava and other offi-
cers were also present.

CM commemorates Swami Atmanand on his birth anniversary

Bhilai, Oct 06: 

Police have arrested a
drug peddler with a con-
signment of intoxicating
cough syrup. Total value
of the seized drugs is
around Rs 1.12 lakhs. The
accused has been booked
under the provisions of
NDPS Act.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they are
conducting a special cam-
paign “Jio Khulkar”
against the illegal trade of
intoxicants.

Under this campaign,
people are being urged for
de-addiction also. In this
sequel, police received a
tip off regarding a drug
peddler who was selling

cough syrups to the ad-
dicts at Amapara in Durg.
Police team swung into ac-
tion and the suspect was
taken into custody.

On searching, police re-
covered 713 bottles of
cough syrup (Codeine
Pheniramine Maleate
Syrup Cofson Cd) packed
in six crates from his pos-
session.

Rs 700 cash was also re-
covered from him. When
questioned, he confessed
involvement in the illegal
activity of selling the in-
toxicating drugs. The ac-
cused is identified as
Ashish Singh (27) son of
Shailendra Singh a resi-
dent of Old Amapara,
Durg.

He was booked under
the provisions mentioned
in sections 8, 22 (C), 27 (A)
of Narcotics Act.
Inspector KK Vajpayee, SI
D u l e s h w a r
Chandravanshi, ASI
Kirendra Singh,
Constables Om Prakash
Deshmukh, Omkar
Chandrakar and
Devendra Rajput played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Drug peddler nabbed with
713 bottles of cough syrup 

Bhilai, Oct 06: 

Superintendent of
Police along with all the
gazetted officers per-
formed Shastra Puja on
the occasion of Vijaya
Dashmi. Shastra Puja
was organized in the ar-
moury of Police Lines in
Durg. This day symbolis-
es the victory of good
over evil and the celebra-
tion of the annihilation
of the demon
Mahishasura by Goddess
Durga. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava performed the re-
ligious rituals and of-
fered prayers to Goddess
Durga. He worshipped
the weapons amidst
chanting of ved mantras.

All the officers / per-
sonnel exchanged Vijaya
Dashami greetings. The
police officers opened
celebratory rounds of
fire in the air after the
worship. Later they wor-
shipped the vehicles in
the vehicle branch of the
Reserve Centre in Police
Lines. Officers / person-
nel participated in
Shastra Puja and sought
blessings from Goddess
Durga on the festival of

Dussehra. Special
arrangements were made
for Shastra Puja in the

Police Lines Durg. Anant
Kumar Sahu (Additional
Superintendent of

Police, Rural), Sanjay
Dhruv (Additional
Superintendent of
Police, City), Meeta
Pawar (Additional
Superintendent of Police
- IUCAW), Abhishek Jha
(City Superintendent of
Police, Durg), Prem
Kumar Sahu (Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, AJK), Nassar
Siddiqui (Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Crime), Gurjit
Singh (Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Traffic), Nilesh
Dwivedi (Deputy
Superintendent of Police,
Lines), Shilpa Sahu
(Deputy Superintendent
of Police, IUCAW),
Nagendra Kumar
(Commandant, Home
Guards), Ramesh Kumar
Chandra (Reserve
Inspector), Tripti Singh
Rajput (Subedar), Sub
Inspector Mahendra
Meshram (In-Charge
Vehicle Branch), P
Solomon (In-Charge
Armoury), Purushottam
Yadav, Santosh Pandey,
officers/employees of
Reserve Center of Durg
Police present.

RSS performs Shastra Puja on Dussehra 

Prabhunath Soni
BBhhiillaaii::  Durga
Mandir Ward,
Khursipar res-
i d e n t
Prabhunath
Soni left for
heavenly abode on
Wednesday. Last rites of the
mortal remains were per-
formed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the
father of Mahesh Soni, Rinku
Soni and Dinesh Soni.

Obituary

Cops performs Shastra Puja on Vijaya Dashami
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Saket Dalmia new president of PHD Chamber 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0066:: Saket Dalmia,
Managing Director, Marble City (PG
Industry Ltd.), Sanjeev Agrawal,
Chairman – MMG  and Hemant Jain,
Managing Director of KLJ group of
companies, have respectively taken
over as President, Sr. Vice President
and Vice President of the PHD
Chamber of Commerce & Industry,
on October 1st, 2022. Mr. Saket
Dalmia, Managing Director at
Marble City (PG Industry Ltd.) has
taken over as President from 1st
October, 2022 of PHD Chamber of

Commerce and Industry. He
obtained his degree in business and
finance from the McDonough School
of Business, Georgetown University,
USA, and started his entrepreneurial
journey after his return from the
USA. The company has several joint
ventures with cutting-edge global
facade products and was felicitated
as one of the 100 fastest growing
export houses from India.  Mr.
Sanjeev Agrawal, Chairman – MMG,
is the brain behind establishing the
group diversification and growth
over the years. Under his leadership
and guidance the group has
achieved top position in its core
business operations of soft drinks,
oils and gas services. Over the last
two decades MMG has diversified
successfully into industrial and con-
sumer businesses, creating an ethi-
cal and responsible organization
with a strong financial position.

Mr.Hemant Jain, Managing Director
of KLJ group of companies and is
also the Vice Chairman of KLJ
Organic Qatar W.L.L. Qatar. Mr.
Hemant Jain is a trained business
management professional having
earned a diploma in international
business management from Harvard
University, USA and has business
acumen in management skills. The
KLJ Group has seen an exponential
growth under the able guidance of
Mr. Hemant Jain. PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry is felicitat-
ed to have such dynamic leadership
for the presidential year 2022-2023.
PHDCCI is assured to reach newer
heights with thought leadership of
its new leaders and will always
stand in full solidarity with all the
offices of the government and will
make every effort to be a significant
contributor towards building a Self-
Reliant India.  

Ch’garh Kayaking and Canoeing team to
take part in 36th national competition

Raipur, Oct 06: Four
women players, one coach
and women manager of
Chhattisgarh are partici-
pating in the 36th national
competition for Kayaking
and Canoeing game organ-
ized at Riverfront in
Ahmedabad city of Gujarat
from October 5 to October
11.

Before leaving for the
said competition, playing
kit, track suits, bags and
shoes were distributed to
the team by Dr Charandas
Mahant, Speaker Assembly.
He conveyed his best wish-
es to all the players, manag-
er and coach and urged
them to make the state
proud with their perform-
ance.

Track suits, bags and
shoes have been supplied by

Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association with the help of
the government. Playing kit
has been given by
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Kayaking and Canoeing
Association. Track suits,
bags and shoes were sup-
plied by Chhattisgarh
Olympic Association with
the help of the government.
Playing kit has been given
by Chhattisgarh State
Kayaking and Canoeing
Association.

The players of
Chhattisgarh left for
Ahmedabad by Ahmedabad
SF Express ( 12834 ) from
Raipur Railway Station at
1:35 pm on 6th October 2022.

The championship for
Kayaking and Canoeing is
to be started on 8th October
at the Riverfront of
Ahmedabad.

The team comprises
Koushal Nandani Thakur,
Pinki Sahu, Devki Sahu,
Khushbu Nirmalkar,
Ashok Sahu (coach) and
Shivangi Thakur (manag-
er). Baldev Singh Bhatia,
President of Chhattisgarh
State Kayaking and
Canoeing Association,
Rohit Kale, Executive
President of Chhattisgarh
State Kayaking and
Canoeing Association ex-
tended best wishes to all the
players.

Ch’garh pickleball
team leaves for Indore 

Raipur, Oct 06: A 26-mem-
ber team of Chhattisgarh
left for Indore today to par-
ticipate in the second
National Pickleball
Championship organized
by MP Pickleball
Association under the
aegis of Indian Pickleball
Association from 7th to 9th
October. Chhattisgarh
Pickleball Association
president Kamaljit Singh
Hora, general secretary
Rupendra Singh Chouhan
and Arjun Singh
Shekhawat wished the
team good performance.

The Chhatisgarh team
comprises Ajay Nayak,
Lukesh Netam (captain),
Ajay Tandi, Anuranjan
Natheniyal, Aishwarya
Dutt Mersa, Anmol
Nathenial, Mili Chug,
Hemika Jindal, N
Nathenial, Shailja Singh,
Surka Singh, Reeta Singh,
Seema Jindal, Jasved
Sharma, Vikas Kushwaha,
Aditya Bajaj, Hemika
Jindal, Akash Kushwaha,
Divyanshu Tandi,
Sanskriti Tatal, Shilpi
Matreja, Sujata Devras,
Sangeeta Nathenial,
Ramkesh Kushwqaha,
Radheshyam Tandi, Shalaj
Nathenial and Gyanchand
Vishvakarma.

38th Foundation Day of AIBOC concludes 
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0066:: The
Chhattisgarh State unit of the
All India Bank Officers’
Confederation  (AIBOC), the
largest Trade Union represent-
ing more than 3 lakh officers
working in the Banking indus-
try  has  observed the 38th
Foundation day of AIBOC  by
unfurling the AIBOC flag at
PNB, Motibagh Chowk, Raipur
in the presence of Vikas
Upadhyay, Parliamentary
Secretary- Government of
Chhattisgarh and MLA – Raipur
West Assembly.

On this solemn  occasion
AIBOC members  took a pledge
to resist the Government
moves  of Bank privatization by
ensuring that our national
treasure in the form of Public
Sector banks remain safe and
secure and continue to play the
role of extending helping
hands to millions of our cus-
tomers who have put their life
time savings in the PSBs  and
depend on the PSBs for run-
ning their honest and sincere
economic activities.  

On this momentous occa-
sion, as a responsible Trade
Union having real concern for

the welfare of the Society and
registering our Social responsi-
bility - the Chhattisgarh State
Unit of AIBOC extended its
helping hand for the needy
people by donating Rs 21000
to Seva Bharti Matruchhaya,
Raipur – an organisation dedi-
cated to provide free medical,
value-based education to
deprived society and where the
new born babies abandoned
for any social or other reasons
are take care of.  

Vikas Upadhyay,
Parliamentary Secretary-
Government of Chhattisgarh
and MLA – Raipur West
Assembly has applauded the
role of AIBOC  by its struggle
‘Bank Bachao, Desh Bachao’
movement has brought in a
great transformation in the

minds of ordinary public. He
said today banking services
have become accessible to mil-
lions of common people. Public
Sector banks have changed the
profile of Indian economy.
Public Sector banks have
become the engine to take our
country’s economy forward by
mobilizing the huge precious
savings of the people and mak-
ing banking credit available to
the needy segments. The State
Secretary, Y.Gopal Krishna has
called upon all the members
that let us march forward and
uphold the flag of AIBOC,
which is the symbol of hope,
commitment, dedication, sacri-
fice, consolidation, unity and
struggle, informs a release
issued by Y Gopal Krishna,
State Secretary.

Placement camp for
educated unemployed

youth on Oct 10
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 06: District
Employment and Self
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur will or-
ganize a placement
camp on October 10 to
provide employment op-
portunities to the local
educated unemployed
youth in the private sec-
tor. This camp will be
organized in
Employment Exchange,
Old Police
Headquarters premises
from 11 am to 2 pm.

Private Sector
Planner Airtel Payment
Bank Limited and Alert
SGS Private Limited,
Raipur will recruit 79
posts of Merchant
Executive, Rural Bank
Mitra Security Guard,
Computer Operator.
Applicants who have

passed 8th to graduation
will be eligible for re-
cruitment to these posts.
After selection on these
posts, the candidates
will be given a salary of
Rs 7 thousand to Rs 12
thousand per month.

Omkara Solutions
will recruit 1100 posts of
Automated Technician
for Raipur Gujarat and
Aurangabad Plant and
Worker for Amazon
Packing Company
Ahmedabad. Applicants
who have passed 10th
with minimum 50%
marks can join this re-
cruitment. On employ-
ment, salary of Rs.11
thousand will be given
per month. Interested
and eligible applicants
can attend the interview
process by appearing on
the scheduled date and
venue.

MoHFW to visit AIIMS Raipur

Raipur, Oct 06: Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya,
Central Minister of Health
and Family
Welfare(MoHFW), has
consented to visit the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences, Raipur, soon.
Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director,
AIIMS-R, met him in Delhi
and invited him to visit
Raipur. Prof. Nagarkar
also briefed him on vari-
ous development projects
to be implemented by
AIIMS-R.

During the meeting,
Prof. Nagarkar said that
AIIMS-R provides state-of-
the-art facilities to pa-
tients coming from
Chhattisgarh and nearby
states. ‘Thousands of pa-
tients are reaching AIIMS-
R every day for affordable
and state-of-the-art health

facilities available in the
Hospital. AIIMS has
played a lead role during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
Prof. Nagarkar told
MoHFW.

Prof. Nagarkar also
briefed him on various de-
cisions AIIMS-R took dur-
ing the Chintan Shivir last
month. He has also given

multiple suggestions to
make the AIIMS system
more efficient and people-
centric. Dr. Mandaviya ac-
cepted the invitation to
visit AIIMS-R. The date
will be announced later.
Anshuman Gupta, Deputy
Director (Admin.), accom-
panied Prof. Nagarkar
during the meeting.

28 satta operators of Mahadev
online booking app arrested

Raipur, Oct 06: Taking
major action against online
satta, Raipur Police arrest-
ed 28 satta operators by run-
ning an inter-state opera-
tion. Bookie Mahadev was
conducting online satta
through online booking app
book website. The accused
were arrested by teams in

Jharsuguda, Titlagarh,
Chhindwara and Bhilai-
Durg. Online satta opera-
tors used to bet on live casi-
no, poker games, ludo, foot-
ball games to win or lose.
All of them are being inter-
rogated over involvement of
any gang at the internation-
al level.

Transactions worth
crores of rupees are seen in
the accounts of the arrested
persons. In the investiga-
tion, information was found

in more than 500 accounts
across the country includ-
ing UP, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh. About 40 lakh ru-
pees were frozen in the ac-
counts of 97 ATM cards.
Mahadev App’s ID is run in
the names of Bet Bhai 9,
Tiger Exchange and
Ambani Book. People in-
volved in online betting
were arrested from differ-
ent states.

Twenty four Laptops, 75
Mobiles, 4 Routers, 2 Router
Power Cables, 6 Extension
Boxes, 21 Mobile Chargers,
17 Laptop Chargers, 12 Satta
Patti Accounting Copies,
Cash of Rs 9860, 97 ATM
Cards, 6 Aadhar Cards, 5
Pan Cards, 1 Voter ID Card,
1 Kisan Card, 2 Mouses, 3
Check Books, 2 Bank
Passbooks, 2 Power Banks, 2
Calculators, 2 Driving
Licenses, 1 Bajaj Finance
Card, 1 Head Phone and 70
SIM Cards were seized.

Ch’garhiya Olympics games have been started
to bring back the era of traditional games: CM

Raipur, Oct 06: Chief
Minister Shri Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday
l a u n c h e d
‘ C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics’, which aims to
promote traditional games
of Chhattisgarh, at Sardar
Balbir Singh Juneja
Indoor Stadium here.

“Chhattisgarh is known
for its rich and unique cul-
ture and tradition.
Traditional games hold a
special place in the state’s
culture. However, as a
modern civilization
grows, people are gradual-

ly forgetting their old cul-
ture and traditions.
Keeping this in view,
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics
games have been started to
bring back the era of tradi-
tional games and create an
environment to make
these games flourish.
Besides, it also aims to
make the younger genera-
tion aware of our culture
and tradition”, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

Pointing out the benefits
of playing traditional
games, Baghel said “these
games are not only enter-
taining but also beneficial
for maintaining good
physical and mental
health. In rural areas, chil-
dren, the elderly, and
youth all engage in these
games for entertainment
and to keep themselves fit.
Local Games will be or-
ganized in every village,
block, and district under
Chhattisgarhiya Olympic
Games.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister Shri Baghel also
released a brochure giving
information about the
Chhattisgarhiya Olympic
Games.

Addressing the gather-
ing on the occasion, Sports
Minister Umesh Patel said
that the progressive think-
ing of the Chief Minister
has helped to promote the
state’s unique culture to a
great extent. For the first
time, such a grand event
has been organized to pro-
mote the traditional
games of Chhattisgarh.
No such attempt has been
made so far. The govern-
ment is making every pos-
sible effort to promote
local dialect, food, folk art,
culture, and sports and to
get it recognized outside
Chhattisgarh as well. The
government’s efforts are

paying off as well as the
campaign of eating ‘Bore-
Baasi’ has gained recogni-
tion across the country
and abroad. Now tradi-
tional sports will also get
their own identity.

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Urban
Administration, and
Development Minister
Shiv Kumar Dahariya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, Mayor
Aijaz Dhebar,
Chhattisgarh Housing
Construction Board
Kuldeep Juneja,

Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Women
Dr. Kiranmayee Nayak,
MLA Satyanarayan

Sharma, Zila Panchayat
President Smt.
Domeshwari Verma,
Youth Commission
President Jitendra
Mudaliar along with
Additional Chief
Secretary Renu Pillay, Shri
Subrat Sahoo, Secretary
Sports Neelam Namdev
Ekka, and Director of
Sports Shweta Sinha and a
large number of
sportspersons and digni-
taries were also present on
the occasion.

COLOURFUL WALLS AND LANES

The people are getting the outer walls of their houses painted with colourful pictures
and scene to make it look more attractive.

CM Baghel inaugu-
rates
‘Chhattisgarhiya
Olympic Games’

People of all ages
can participate in
this multi-sport
event

Events will be held
in six levels, there
will be separate
categories for men
and women

The traditional sports
competition of Chhattisgarh
will be held in the team and
individual categories. 14
types of traditional sports
have been included in the
Olympic games to be held till
January 6 next year. The
games falling under the team

category include Gilli Danda,
Pitthul, Sankhali, Langdi
race, Kabaddi, Kho-Kho, and
Kancha games. Similarly,
games under the Individual
category include Billas,
Fugdi, Gedi race, Bhaura
(Indian spinning top), 100-
meters race, and long jump.

14 types of traditional games, two
categories—Individual and Team

Events will be held at six
levels from village club

level to state level
Sports competitions under
the ‘Chhattisgarhiya
Olympics’ will be organized
at six levels. The first is the
village level that will be of
‘Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club’. The
second is the zonal level in
which there will be a club
comprising 8 Rajiv Yuva
Mitan clubs. Similarly, then
at the development block /
urban cluster level, district
level, divisional level, and
lastly at the state level.
Besides, there are three
age group categories
including the first category
for participants till the age
of 18 years, the second for
the participants under 18-
40 years of age group, and
lastly for participants
above 40 years of age.

Information about
500 accounts, 40
lakh frozen

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, AIIMS-R met 
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Central Minister of Health and
Family Welfare in New Delhi on Monday

Briefed about
Development
Projects

For National
Championship

Assembly Speaker
distributes playing
kit, tracksuits, 
blazers, shoes to
team members

Sanjeev Agrawal,
Hemant Jain have
respectively taken
over as Sr. Vice
President and Vice
President on
October 1st, 2022.

Organising committee 
of ‘The Unique War’ 

pro-wrestling event met CM

Raipur, Oct 06: Members
of the organising commit-
tee of “The Unique War”
pro-wrestling event met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence of-
fice here this evening. He
invited the Chief Minister
to attend the event as the
chief guest. The Pro-
Wrestling event will be
held at Raipur’s Indoor
Stadium on October 9 at 4
pm. Organising commit-
tee member Mr. Sachin
Advanshi said that the
pro-wrestling event which

is going to be organised
here will be the biggest
among all the pro-
wrestling events held in
India so far. Wrestlers
from the country and
abroad will participate in
this. 18 wrestlers (male
and female) will partici-
pate in this wrestling
event, including 4 foreign
wrestlers. All wrestlers
are members of “Freak
Fighter Wrestler”. He told
that Bollywood actor Mr.
Sahil Khan is also coming
on the day of the match.

Fencing team wins
Bronze medal

Raipur, Oct 06: In the 35th
National Games 2022, the
state’s Fencing team won
the bronze medal in the
semifinals today. In the
Saber event championship
in Gandhi Nagar, Reshu
Sahu, Gaurav Choudhary,
Jubraj Singh, S Viju in the
quarterfinals with Haryana
team continued their strug-
gle till the end and managed
to defeat them by 45-44 and
entered into the semi-finals.
But in the semi-finals, in a
very tough match, they had
to satisfy with a bronze
medal.

On this achievement of
team players from Fencing,
CM Bhupesh Baghel,
Sports Minister Umesh

Patel, President of Fencing
Association Dr S
Bhartidasan, General Secy.
Bashir Ahmed Khan,
Directors Sports & Youth
Welfare deptt Shweta Sinha
Shrivastava, CSM Atul
Shukla, Dy. CDM Rupendra
Singh Chouhan extended
greetings to entire Fencing
team.

The chief coach of Saber
team Praveen Kumar
Ganware, V Johnson
Soloman, and Anoop
Choudhary, manager
Akhilesh Dubey informed
that in the competition so
far, Chhattisgarh has won 2
silver medals, 2 bronze
medals and total 4 medals
so far. Despite limited re-
sources with players of the
state, earning such distinc-
tion after tough training is
a big achievement.

OP Jindal University’s second
convocation on Oct 10

Raigarh, Oct 05: The sec-
ond convocation of OP
Jindal University, Raigarh
will be held on
10thOctober 2022 in the au-
ditorium of OP Jindal
School, Raigarh. The Vice
Chancellor OP Jindal
University Dr. D. Patidar
said that the convocation is
a very important day not
only for the students but
also for the university; and
since it is being conducted
in offline mode for the first
time, it is not only impor-
tant but also a historic day
for the university.. Dr.
Patidar informed that for
the chief guest of this sec-
ond convocation of the
University, Hon’ble
Governor of Chhattisgarh,
Anusuiya Uikey has been
given her consent. The spe-
cial guests Umesh Patel
(Minister Higher
Education, Chhattisgarh
Govt), Naveen Jindal
(Chairman-Jindal Steel
and Power), Dr. Umesh
Kumar Mishra
(Chairman- Chhattisgarh
Private University
Regulatory Commission,
Raipur), and Shallu Jindal
(Chancellor- OP Jindal

University, Raigarh) will
address the function.
During this second convo-
cation, 31 gold, 28 silver
and 27 bronze medals will
be awarded to the students
of School of Engineering,
School of Management
and School of Science;
along with this, degrees
will also be awarded to a
total of 738 students. Dr.
Patidar said that this con-
vocation, being organized
in the auditorium of OP
Jindal School, Raigarh,
will start on October 10th
from 3 PM to 6 PM and dur-
ing this time all the stu-
dents, guests and parents
will be present and boost
the morale of all the degree
recipients. Dr. Patidar ap-
pealed to all the parents to
be present on this impor-
tant day of their children
and motivate them and ex-
pressed the hope that sure-
ly this second convocation
will be a historically suc-
cessful one with the coop-
eration of all. During this
convocation, the annual re-
port of the university will
also be presented by Dr R.
D. Patidar, Vice Chancellor,
OP Jindal University.

Anuva and Vedanta’s BMC
announce strategic collaboration 

Raipur, Oct 06: Anuva, a
translational research
company, and the
Vedanta’s BALCO
Medical Centre (BMC),
one of India’s leading can-
cer hospitals, jointly an-
nounce strategic collabo-
ration to build a Cancer
Genomics Biobank for re-
search on cancer in India.
The memorandum of un-
derstanding was signed
by Dr. Jonathan Picker,
CEO of Anuva, and Dr.
Bhawna Sirohi, Medical
Director of BMC, at the
BALCO Medical Centre in
Naya Raipur,
Chhattisgarh.

This collaboration
leverages the strengths of
both organizations – the
clinical expertise of
BALCO Medical Centre
and Anuva’s biobanking
and genomic expertise.
Anuva and BMC aim to
use this cancer bio/data
bank for clinical research
to identify relevant in-
sights for precision medi-

cine application for can-
cer in India.

A cancer focused
bio/data bank will help
both organizations accel-
erate discoveries by bring-
ing together biological
factors with the back-
ground risk elements, at a
population level, to find
the critical genes that
drive cancer. The result-
ing knowledge will im-
prove understanding of
how genetic variants in-
fluence cancer, thereby, in-
creasing effectiveness of
diagnosis and treatment.

Speaking about the col-
laboration, Jyoti Agarwal,

Chairperson of BALCO
Medical Centre, said,
“This is another mile-
stone in the journey of
BALCO Medical Centre
towards becoming India’s
cancer care destination.
Our collaboration with
Anuva will bring together
the best of knowledge,
technology and research
to serve the people of
India better, through pre-
cision medicine and tar-
geted treatment.”

Dr Bhawna Sirohi,
Medical Director of BMC,
added, “This partnership
will provide us a bridge to
support “bench to bed-

side” research, driving
our efforts to accelerate
progress in treating can-
cer and also help patients
with cancer live longer
with better quality 
of life.”

“I am tremendously ex-
cited to embark on this en-
deavor with BALCO
Medical Centre,” said Dr
Jonathan Picker, CEO of
Anuva. He further noted,
“Despite all the research,
cancer still remains the
third leading cause of
death. As a genetic dis-
ease, the research needs
to be personalized to the
affected populations.”

Governor attends Deepotsav
program of Wardha University

Raipur, Oct 06: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey, at-
tended Deepotsav-2022 or-
ganized by Mahatma
Gandhi International
Hindi Vishwavidyalaya on
the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti at Wardhan. She
inaugurated the
Deepotsav by lighting the

lamp. It is noteworthy that
every year from the year
2019, on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti, on
October 2nd, Arogya Deep
Parv is being organised by
the University with the co-
operation of the residents
of Wardha. On this occa-
sion, Wardha city includ-
ing the entire university
was illuminated with diya
light, which gives a sense
of Gandhi’s resplendent
India.

Governor Ms. Uikey

was overwhelmed to see
the grandeur of the re-
splendent university cam-
pus and appreciated the
residents of Wardha and
the university manage-
ment. She said that the
light of Gandhi’s thoughts
has made the whole world
see the real India. The
Deepotsav organized on
the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti is a golden mo-
ment and it will be etched
in my memories forever.

This Deepotsav is a con-
tinuous reminder of the
resolve of the last people
of India to achieve a digni-
fied life, the dream of a
self-reliant India and a
healthy society. Governor
Ms. Uikey also appreciat-
ed the call of the
University to light 5 lamps
for truth, harmony,
health, cleanliness and
peace and urged people to
cooperate. On this occa-
sion, MP Ramdas Tadas,
University Vice
Chancellor Dr. Rajnish
Kumar Shukla, students
of the University and resi-
dents of Wardha were
present.

Pay attention to sports along
with studies: Upadhyay

Raipur, Oct 06: The prize dis-
tribution and closing ceremony
of the 22nd Chhattisgarh State
Level School Sports
Competition 2022-23 was held at
Salem English Medium School.
The sports participants of five
zones of Chhattisgarh - Bastar,
Bilaspur, Surguja, Durg and
Raipur participated in 10 differ-

ent sports events from  October
1st to 4th. On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary and
MLA Raipur West, Vikas
Upadhyay said that children of
this age should pay attention to
sports along with studies.
Along with physical develop-
ment, mental development is
also necessary, he added.
Raipur Rural MLA Mr.
Satyanarayan Sharma said
that from the point of view of
building a good society and
overall round development of
balanced personality, organis-
ing sports competition has its
own special importance.
Through sports, the develop-

ment of a spirit like discipline,
patience, unity, alertness and
healthy competition in the
players gives inspiration to set
their life goals. This instills dis-
cipline in the players, he said.
At the same time, youth power
gets inspired to set their life
goals. 1520 participants from
five divisions participated in
this sports competition from
October 1 to October 4. Raipur
division was declared the over-
all champion in this competi-
tion. In this competition, soft
tennis ball events for boys and
girls of 14, 17, 19 years, basket-
ball boys and girls 17 years,
speedball for boys and girls 17,
19 years, squash event for boys
and girls 19 years, wrestling
(free style), Boys and Girls
14,17,19 years for Wrestling
(Grecoroman), Roller Skating
for Boys and Girls 14,17,19
Years, Hockey Boys and Girls
14 Years, Powerlifting Boys and
Girls 19 Years and Weightlifting
for Boys and Girls of 17,19
years were organised. On this
occasion, District Education
Officer RL Thakur and the con-
cerned officials and employees
including the organization sec-
retary were present.

Ch’garh’s ace shuttler 
Aakarshi Kashyap clinches gold 

Raipur, Oct 06:
Chhattisgarh’s ace shuttler
Aakarshi Kashyap
clinched the gold medal in
badminton at the 36th
National Games being held
in Gujarat.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Youth Welfare
and Sports Minister
Umesh Patel congratulated
Aakarshi for her outstand-
ing achievement. They
gave their best wishes to
Aakarshi for her future en-
deavors. “I congratulate
Aakarshi on winning gold.
She has made
Chhattisgarh proud at the
36th National Games”, said
Baghel. Sports Minister
Patel said “She demon-
strated her exceptional

sports talent and achieved
success, giving a tough
time to her opponent. It is a
proud moment for the
state.”

In the Badminton
Women’s Singles final
event played at Deendayal
Upadhyay Stadium in
Surat, Akarshi defeated
her opponent first seed
Malvika Bansod of
Maharashtra in a 44-
minute match to clinch the
winner’s title. Aakarshi
won the first set easily by
21-8. In the second set,
Aakarshi managed to win
the second gold medal for
Chhattisgarh, defeating
her opponent by 22-20.
Earlier, Aakarshi had won
the semifinals by defeating
Tanya Hemant of
Karnataka by 21-13, 21-15.

In the 36th National
Games held in Gujarat, the
players of Chhattisgarh
have won 7 medals so far.
This includes two gold,
three silver, and two bronze
medals. It is worth men-
tioning that Amitesh
Mishra won the gold medal
in the skating event. All the
office bearers of the State
Badminton Association
and Sports Director Smt.
Shweta Sinha also congrat-
ulated Akarshi for winning
the gold medal. Aakarshi
has expressed gratitude to
the Chhattisgarh
Government, Sports and
Youth Welfare
Department, Chhattisgarh
Olympic Association, and
Chhattisgarh Badminton
Association for their sup-
port.

CM transfers Rs 8.13 cr into the bank
accounts of the beneficiaries of GNY

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has said that the third in-
stallment of Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana
(RGKNY), along with the
third installment of Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana
(RGGBKMNY) and
Godhan Nyay Yojana
(GNY), will be paid to the
farmers on October 17 be-
fore Diwali. In this way, an
amount of more than Rs
1800 crore will be paid to
farmers, landless agricul-
tural laborers and cow
dung vendors of the state.
Chief Minister said that
Diwali is an important fes-
tival for all of us and now
with the release of afore-
mentioned installments

before Diwali, we will all
get to celebrate this festi-
val of light with great
pomp and fervor.

Chief Minister Baghel
gave aforementioned infor-
mation while transferring
an amount of Rs. 8.13 cr
online to the bank ac-
counts of Godhan Nyay
Yojana beneficiaries. This
included a dividend
amount of Rs 5.34 cr dis-
tributed to cow dung ven-
dors-villagers, Rs 1.69 cr to
Gauthan Samitis and Rs
1.11 cr transferred to the
women self-help groups.
Including the amount paid
to the dung vendors today,
Rs 170.34 cr has been paid
against the procurement of
cow dung so far.

On this occasion, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Agriculture
Minister Ravindra

Choubey, Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shiv Kumar Dahria,
Advisor to Chief Minister
Pradeep Sharma,
Secretary to Chief
Minister Dr. S.
Bharathidasan, Special
Secretary, Agriculture
Department Dr. Ayyaz F.
Tamboli, Mission Director
State Rural Livelihood
Mission Mr. Avneesh
Sharan, Director Livestock
Mr.. Chandan Sanjay
Tripathi, Deputy
Secretary, Agriculture
Department, Ms. Tulika
Prajapati were also pres-
ent.

Chief Minister appeals
farmers to do ‘Paira Daan’

At the programme,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel appealed the farm-
ers to donate hay. He fur-
ther said that the paddy

harvesting season is is
about to start. Farmers
should not burn hay and
donate it instead for cattle
fodder in Gauthans.
Availability of fodder for
cattle in gauthans will pre-
vent them from entering
farms and damaging the
crops. Chief Minister di-
rected the officers of the
Agriculture Department to
make arrangements for
the seeds of unhari crops,
mustard, tivara, linseed,
flaxseed etc.

While addressing the
programme, Chief
Minister said that paddy
procurement from farmers
at support price would be
commenced in the state
from November 1. Officials
have been directed to make
all the necessary arrange-
ments at the paddy pro-
curement centers, ensure

the availability of gunny
bags and make sure that
the farmers do not face any
inconvenience while sell-
ing paddy. Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey said on this occa-
sion that Gauthan,
Godhan Nyay Yojana and
Rural Industrial Park of
villages will become the
basic foundation of our
rural economy in the days
to come. Choubey said that
today, Chhattisgarh is the
state with the lowest un-
employment rate in the
country. This is the result
of effective implementa-
tion of various schemes by
state government. Mr.
Choubey said that under
Godhan Nyay Yojana, cow
dung worth Rs 170 cr has
been procured so far, and
an amount of Rs 162.21 cr
has been paid to Gauthan
committees and women
self-help groups. Moreover,
83,874 women of 11,187
women self-help groups
are engaged in various
activities of Gauthans
and have earned an in-
come of Rs 81.84 cr from
various income-oriented
works including the pro-
duction of vermi com-
post. Advisor to Chief
Minister Pradeep
Sharma also addressed
the program.
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Nizam Rahman

Jagdalpur, Oct 06: The
news of new exploits of the
Forest Department keeps
on coming. How a termite
named corruption is lick-
ing the forest department
is not hidden from anyone
and no one can deny this
truth. Everyone knows
that the termite of corrup-
tion has taken a formidable
form like a demon in the
forest department. These
days a mixed cocktail of
corruption and crime is
going on in the forests of
Bhanpuri General Forest
Division. In this work, peo-
ple of forest department
and teak smugglers are
seen in a camp. First of all,
the ranger, deputy ranger
and staff of the forest area
bowed before the wood
smugglers, and then be-
came the guardian of the
smugglers by becoming
partners. These days such
a terrible game of teak
smuggling has been creat-
ed in the forests of
Bhanpuri range, due to
which the villagers of the
area have to mobilize. If
there is a fair investigation
in this matter, the possibili-
ty of getting caught by the
top officials cannot be
ruled out. Till now teak for-
est worth crores of rupees
has been cut here, posing
loss worth lakhs to the
Forest department.

The latest case is the for-
est area of ??Bhanpuri
General Forest Division,
where the history of smug-
gling is being made just 17
km away from Bhanpuri.
The situation came to light
after visiting the forest of
area Bagmohali, Beit
Amadula and room num-
ber 1098 RF of Bhanpuri
area, where in the forest,
hundreds of precious teak
trees have been cut ruth-

lessly. In this area of
??Amadula Beat Room No.
1098 RF, teak smugglers are
cutting trees fearlessly. It is
not that the wood smug-
gling here is going on se-
cretly. The officers posted
in the forest department in
this area are fully aware of
this game and full coopera-
tion is also being given to
the smugglers. The vil-
lagers of the area are con-
firming this. On the condi-
tion of anonymity, a local
employee of the Forest
Department said that there
is a direct nexus of
Assistant Range Officer
Lalsaay Markam with
smugglers in the cutting of
teak trees. At this place, all
the employees associated
with this beat along with
the Circle Officer Saurabh
Singh, Assistant Range
Officer Lalsay Markam are
getting benefited from the
income of crores from the
felling of costly Sagon
(teak) wood. The remains
of Sagon trees scattered
everywhere in the forest
and stubble are screaming
and testifying that, in what
fearless way the smugglers
are cutting the forest. For
months, the people of the
forest department have not
even come to peep into the
forest.

The villagers have made

up their mind to complain
to the government and the
MLA after Dussehra re-
garding the whole matter.
Villagers informed that
even on September 19, they
had gone to the MLA to
complain, but due to some
reason the written com-
plaint could not be given to
the MLA. Villagers and vil-
lage panchayat officials are
very angry with the indis-
criminate felling of the for-
est. Even after giving infor-
mation about the whole
matter on phone, several
times, the villagers have
agreed that the forest de-
partment too is also in-
volved in smuggling of
wood. Till now teak trees
worth crores of rupees
have been cut. After reach-
ing the room number 1098
RF of Beat Amdula of
Area Bagmohali, after see-
ing the situation there, it
was found that teak worth
crores of rupees has been
smuggled till now and this
process is going on. On see-
ing the scene of deforesta-
tion, it becomes clear that
without the cooperation of
the department, this
amount of harvesting is
not possible. The indis-
criminate way in which
teak trees are being cut
here, soon the smugglers
will have cut all the teak,

after which this matter will
be closed in one file forever.
If a fair investigation is
conducted into the alleged
teak smuggling of crores of
rupees, then the possibility
of the names of many top
officials cannot be ruled
out. However, these days
the Bhanpuri area general
forest division is making
black money of crores in
association with teak
smugglers and the vil-
lagers are confirming this.

Villagers uncovered
the racket of teak smug-
gling

Conscious villagers of
Baniyagaon Loknath
Maurya, Vishwanath
Maurya, Kanairam
Kashyap, and Narayan
Thakur informed that the
wood smugglers have been
cutting Saigon trees con-
tinuously for the last one
month. Harvested teak
wood is transported by var-
ious vehicles via
Bagmohali, Matnar road.
Villagers informed that
teak smugglers are cutting
the forest arbitrarily by
paying heavy remunera-
tion by taking some people
of the village into confi-
dence. Chopped wood is
brought from Amadula for-
est to Jagdalpur via
Matnar, Muli. Villagers
also informed that full in-
formation about felling of
trees in the forest has been
given to Range Officer
Saurabh Singh and

Assistant Zone Officer
Lalsaay Markam, but no
action has been taken till
date. The villagers also in-
formed that the Assistant
Zone Officer Lalsay
Markam has been in-
formed about the forest
cutting several times, but
Lalsaay Markam never
reached upto the villagers
even to find out about the
truth. The villagers
charged that the forest is
being denuded under the
protection of the forest de-
partment and the wood is
being transported to
Jagdalpur only with the
help of the forest depart-
ment.

Villagers preparing to
take Teak smuggling
case to the MLA and the
govt

The villagers of the
area are very angry with
the indiscriminate felling
of costly Teak going on in
the room number 1098 RF
of Amadula forest.
Loknath Maurya in-
formed that, the villagers
came together to prepare
a letter in the name of the
MLA and give it to the
MLA regarding the issue
of cutting the forest. But
due to some reason that
letter could not reach the
MLA. In the said letter, se-
rious allegations have
been made against Lalsay
Markam Assistant Zone
Officer.

It is mentioned in this
letter that Assistant Zone
Officer Lalsaay Markam
has taken Rs 3000 from the
villagers. It has also been
written that about 1000
acres have been denuded
so far. It is mentioned in
the letter that about 310
Saigon trees from Mundi
Dongri forest of
Baniyagaon have been cut
and sold with the consent
of Lalsaay Markam. The

villagers wrote this letter
to the MLA on 19.09.2022.
In this letter, there is seal
sign of Sarpanch, dy.
sarpanch, besides this let-
ter has been signed by
dozens of villagers. The
villagers informed that
after the Dussehra, this
written complaint would
be given to the MLA and
the administration. Till
then, more and more vil-
lagers are getting signa-
tures in it. Villagers told
that after September 19,
till now more teak forest
has been cut. In relation to
the officer of the Forest
Department, the villagers
said that their participa-
tion was confirmed by the
fact that they were in-
formed about the matter
many times by the vil-
lagers, but the villagers
were threatened by the of-
ficer.

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Oct 06:
Moving forward in the di-
rection of realizing
Mahatama Gandhi’s Gram
Suraj dream, here on his
birth anniversary, MLA
Dr. KK Dhruv laid the
foundation stone for the
establishment of
Mahatma Gandhi Ruler
Industries Park (RIPA) in
selected 6 cowsheds in the
district. The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Tuesday laid the foun-
dation stone of RIPA
through video conferenc-
ing from the capital

Raipur with the aim of
creating means of addi-
tional income through
livelihood for the rural
poor families in various
cattle farms of the state.

The selected six cow-
sheds include Gram
Panchayat Dhanoli and
Patarkoni of District
Panchayat Gaurela, Gram
Panchayat Sonbacharwa
and Bariumrao of District
Panchayat Pendra and
Village Dongria and
Banshital of District
Panchayat Marwahi. A
millet husk processing,
poultry farming and forest

produce collection unit
will be established in
Rural Industrial Park
(RIPA) Dhanoli. Similarly,
pulse processing and poul-
try rearing units will be set
up in Dongria Gauthan
and oil processing and goat
rearing units will be set up
in Bansital Industrial
Park. Rs 2 cr are sanc-
tioned for each REPA.
This amount includes for
machinery, shed construc-
tion, road, electricity,
water etc. MLA Dr.
Dhruva said in his ad-
dress that Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi district
will move towards eco-
nomic development
through RIPA and he
thanked the Chief
Minister for this scheme
and said that the way of
employment has come out
of this scheme. On this oc-
casion, Collector Ms. Richa
Prakash Choudhary also
addressed the meet paying
homa g e to Mahatma
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur
Shastri.
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Dhamtari, Oct 06:

In the weekly meeting of
Jila Jal and and
Swachchata Samiti (JJSS)
under Jal Jeewan Mission
(JJM), Collector PS Elma
conducted review of vari-
ous water supply schemes
in the district. He gave in-
structions to EEs to get the
completion certification of
works of Retrofitting
water supply schemes
from the Panchayats soon
and directed to ensure
quality in all the works
and find out amicable solu-
tion to practical problems
faced.

The meeting was held in
the Collectorate on
Tuesday and when the
Collector inquired about

works of 21 Retrofitting
water supply scheme, only
six were shown as com-
pleted in the portal and on
this it was informed that
on getting certification
from the villages depend-
ent upon the Gram
Panchayats that it will
shown as completed. On
this Colelctor directed to
complete Retrofitting
work soon in the depend-
ent villages. While con-
ducting agency-wise re-
view of Single Village
water supply scheme;
Solar-based Scheme;

Group Water Supply
Scheme and about
pipeline expansion and
construction of water
tanks, the Collector direct-
ed to issue notices to the
contractors showing less
of progress and take ac-
tion likewise.

In the meeting, EE PHE
AK Shukla informed that
out of total 262 sanctioned
schemes of Retrofitting
Water Supply schemes, it
has been completed in 21
villages and is in progress
in the rest 241. In the same
way out of total 361 sanc-

tioned Single Village
water supply sheme, it has
been completed in 2 vil-
lages and work in 200 vil-
lages is in rpres and for 117
others it is under tender
procedure and in 45 vil-
lages it is yet to start. EE
informed that the tender
rates for 60 villages for the
above scheme is pending
with Jal & Swachchata
Samiti. On this Collector
directed the technical
members to complete the
work and take up next
course of action. On the
Solar Based water supply

scheme, it was informed
that 40 out of total 80
schemes have been com-
pleted and rest are in
progress.

In the same way under
Group water supply
scheme under JJM, re-
comendation for Sondhur
reservoir and Sankara and
Ghautla Group Water
Supply scheme has been
sent to higher office for ap-
proval. The Rudri Samooh
water supply scheme in
Rudri Barrage of
Mahanadi and Belargaon
Yojana in Dudhawa reser-
voir are under considera-
tion. Apart from this
change in the DPR of
Mohrenga Samooh water
supply scheme of Kugada
Pickup wear is in
progress. CEO District
Panchayat Priyanka
Mahobia, Upper Collector
Chandrakant Kaushik and
other officers from other
departments were present.

Get certification of completed works
from Panchayats soon: Collector

 Reviews works 

of JJSS under JJM

in Dhamtari

MLA Dhruv inaugurates RIPA

Konta/Sukma, Oct 04: 

On the occasion of
Mahatma Gandhi Jayanti,
Gram Sabha was organ-
ized in village Panchayat
Pedapara (Pakela) and vil-
lage Birsathpal Gauthan of
Chhindgarh block.

In the Gram Sabha, the
Livestock Development
Department inspired the
farmers, livestock farmers,
villagers and women of
local self-help groups to
take benefits by giving in-
formation about the de-
partmental schemes.
Along with this, necessary
information was given to
the livestock owners to pre-
vent the nodular skin dis-
eases and hoof-stick dis-
eases in the animals. They
were also appealed to get
their animals vaccinated
against FMD to prevent

diseases. Livestock
Development Department
(Pedapara) in Pakela Gram
Sabha under the Backyard
Poultry Farming Scheme
year 2022-23 to the mem-
bers of 6 Self-Help Groups,
30 units of colored chick-
ens and for breed improve-
ment, under the scheme of
distribution of improved
breeds of male goats under
the year 2022-23  Checks
were given to 10 beneficiar-
ies for supply of 10 units.
Similarly, in the Gram
Sabha of Birsathpal, 20
units of colored chickens
were given to the members
of 05 self-help groups

under the Backyard
Poultry Farming Scheme
year 2022-23 and 05 units
under the distribution
scheme of improved
breeds for breed improve-
ment. Checks were given
to 05 beneficiaries. During
this, departmental staff in-
cluding Sarpanch, Up
Sarpanch, Ward Panch,
Village Patel, Perma,
Pujari, members of
Gothan Management
Committee, public repre-
sentatives and Deputy
Director Livestock
Development Department
Dr.S Zahiruddin were pres-
ent.

Benefit given under 
beneficiary oriented schemes
 By Livestock

Development
Department

Bijapur, Oct 04: A jawan
committed suicide by
shooting himself in the 15
Battalion Dhanoara CAF
camp of the district. This
incident happened last
night at 11 o’clock. The
jawan died on the spot
after he shot himself in
the head with his gun. It is
being told that the name of
the jawan is Sunil Kumar

and he is a
resident of
Bhind district
of MP. The
reason for the
suicide is not
clear. Bijapur
SP has con-

firmed this incident.
Forensic team reaching
the spot is investigating
the matter.

Jawan committed suicide
shooting self on head

Kharora, Oct 06: 

Yuwa Vikas Samiti of
Gram Tulsi (Asounda)
will be organising Ludo
competition on Oct 7 and
in this many attractive
prizes have been put. First
prize is of Rs 4001; second
of Rs 3001; third of Rs
2001; fourth of Rs 1001.
After the Ludo competi-

tion, ‘Ramayan’ will be or-
ganised on Saturday and
in this Jai Maa Saraswati
Balika Manas family of
Kokadi Nari Dhamtari
and Janhavi Balika
Manas family of
Bharuvidih Kala Kharora
will perform. The entry
for the Ludo competition
is Rs 171 and it will start at
8:00 in the night.

Rajnandgaon, Oct 06:
The police have started
cracking down on drug
dealers and after the dis-
covery of the smuggling of
brown sugar from
Mumbai and Nagpur, the
police has intensified the
search for its mastermind.
Based on the input from
the smugglers, prepara-
tions are being made to en-
circle the ringleader.

It is known that the
Chichola police took the
second major action
against brown sugar
smugglers within a month
and detained three smug-
glers on Saturday. 19
grams of brown sugar was
recovered from him, the in-
ternational value of which
has been estimated at
around three lakh rupees.
The police registered a
crime against the three ac-
cused under the NDPC Act
and sent the three accused
to jail. According to, drug
dealers used to smuggle

ganja etc. through trains,
but when the investigation
progressed there and the
accused were taken into
custody, the smugglers
started smuggling with
two-wheeler and four-
wheeler private vehicles.
Despite this, when the po-
lice tightened the screws,
the smugglers have started
a new trend to escape from
the police. Now they have
started traveling as ordi-
nary passengers in the
buses coming from
Maharashtra. According
to the information the
smugglers told in the inter-
rogation that the brown

sugar is mainly consumed
by their regular customers
in Durg and Bhilai. A lot
of caution is also taken in
this so as to avoid being
caught by the police.

The search is for the
main ringleader: SP

In this regard,
Superintendent of Police
Prafulla Thakur says that
after the case of brown
sugar smuggling was ex-
posed, efforts are being
made to take its main ring-
leader into custody. He ex-
pressed the possibility that
soon the ringleader will
also be caught by the po-
lice.

Police begins cracking 
down on drug smugglers

Bilaspur, Oct 06:

The 153rd birth anniver-
sary of father of the na-
tion Mahatma Gandhi and
119th birth anniversary of
late Prime Minister
Lalbahadur Shastry cele-
brated at NTPC Lara with
whole heartedly participa-
tion of all employees and
associates on 2nd October
2022. On this occasion a
walkathon was organised
under the leadership of
Diwakar Kaushik, Chief
General Manager and
Seema Kaushik,
President, Prerita Mahila
Samiti. Employees, family
members, CISF and associ-

ates visited the township
holding placards printed
with different quotes on
benefits of clean and
green environment.

On this occasion
Akhilesh Singh, GM
(Operation and
Maintenance), Rajeev
Ranjan, GM (Fuel
M a n a g e m e n t ) ,
Samarendra Kumar Roy,
GM (Operation), Ravi
Shankar, GM (Project),
Head of the departments
office bearers of Prerita
Mahila Samiti, Vijender
Singh, Asst. Commandant,
CISF cadets, employees
and children in large num-
bers participated.

Walkathon organised on
Gandhi’s, Shastri’s anniv

In NTPC Lara

Ludo competition today

Forest department involved in Teak smuggling, alleges villagers
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MALEGAON BLAST

BJP MP Thakur appears
before court

Mumbai, Oct 06 (PTI) 

BJP MP Pragya Singh
Thakur, a prime accused
in the 2008 Malegaon
blast case, on Thursday
appeared before the trial
court here.

The Bhopal MP re-
mained present before the
special judge for NIA
cases, A K Lahoti, as an
official of the
Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad who
had arrested her was de-
posing as a witness.

The ATS official was
cross-examined by
Thakur’s lawyer during
the day’s proceedings.
She arrived around 12 PM
and sat on the wooden
bench assigned for the ac-
cused. Later the court al-
lowed her to sit on a chair

after she complained of
backache. The court also
conducted the proceed-
ings in Hindi (instead of
Marathi and English) on
Thakur’s request.

Seven persons, includ-
ing Thakur and Lt Col
Prasad Purohit, are fac-
ing trial in the case.

As many as 26 witness-
es have turned hostile in
the case until now.

Six people were killed
and over 100 injured
when an explosive device
strapped to a motorcycle
went off near a mosque in
Malegaon, a communally
sensitive town in north
Maharashtra, on
September 29, 2008.

According to police, the
motorcycle was regis-
tered in Thakur’s name
which led to her arrest.

Ambani family has been target of threats over the years
Mumbai, Oct 06 (PTI) 

Calls received by a hos-
pital run by the Reliance
Foundation threatening to
kill Mukesh Ambani and
his family members were
the latest of the threats re-
ceived by the billionaire in-
dustrialist. Mumbai Police
on Thursday arrested
Rakesh Kumar Mishra (30)
from Darbhanga in Bihar
for allegedly making calls
to Sir H N Reliance
Foundation Hospital here
in the last two days, threat-
ening to blow up the hospi-
tal and kill Ambani, his
wife Nita and sons Akash
and Anant.

The caller had also
threatened to blow up
Antilia, the famous south
Mumbai residence of the
Ambani family on
Altamount Road in South
Mumbai .

According of the city po-
lice, this is the second in-
stance of Ambani family
getting threats on the hos-
pital landline number.

On August 15 this year,
the hospital had received
at least nine calls threaten-
ing the Reliance Industries
chairman and his family
members, said an official.

Bishnu Vidu Bhoumik
(56) was arrested in con-
nection with the calls.

In November 2021,
Mumbai Police increased
the security outside
Antilia following a tip
given by a taxi driver
about a possible threat, but
investigation found there
was no such threat. But an
incident involving threat
to the Ambani family earli-
er that year made national
headlines and shook the
state government. On
February 25, 2021, an ex-
plosive-laden SUV was
found parked on
Carmichael Road in South
Mumbai, near the Ambani
residence. Police recovered
a printed threat note in-
side along with gelatin

sticks.
The note this was only a

“trailer” and there would
be assembled explosives
next time instead of just
loose sticks. Mansukh
Hiran, a Thane-based busi-
nessman, told police the
SUV had been stolen from
his possession.

But the matter took a
grim turn when Hiran was
found dead in a creek in
Thane a few days later, and
an Assistant Inspector of
Mumbai crime branch,
Sachin Waze was arrested
for alleged involvement in
parking the SUV near
Antilia and also for
Hiran’s murder.

Lalu slams Bhagwat over self-employment comment
Patna, Oct 06 (PTI) 

RSS Chief Mohan
Bhagwat’s pitch for self-
employment, as against
seeking jobs in public or
private sectors, on
Thursday received a retort
from Sangh Parivar bete
noire Lalu Prasad.

The RJD founder, who is
set to be re-elected as the

party’s national president
in Delhi in a few days, took
to Twitter to express his
displeasure over
Bhagwat’s statement at
the Dussehra rally of the
RSS.

Addressing the rally,
Bhagwat had said that “in
any society, only 10, 20 or
30 per cent people get jobs
(naukri) in public and pri-

vate sectors” and asked
“how many can be accom-
modated if there is such a
mad scramble for jobs”.

Bhagwat’s statement is
being seen as an indirect
endorsement of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s stance of making a
distinction between
“naukri” and “rozgar”
(employment).

SEWER CLEANING

New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI) 

Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena has directed the
chief secretary to look
into a complaint about
non-payment of bills
worth Rs 16 crore by the
city government for clean-
ing of sewer lines main-
tained by the Delhi Jal
Board.

The complaint was filed
by Dalit Indian Chamber
of Commerce and

Industry (DICCI), officials
at LG office said.

No immediate reaction
was available from Delhi
government or the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) over the
issue.

The LG has expressed
displeasure over “inordi-
nate delay” in the pay-
ments and directed the
chief secretary to take im-
mediate steps to clear all
“genuine claims” of the
Dalit sanitation workers
before Diwali.

The DJB on February
20, 2019, had signed an

agreement with DICCI for
implementing a technolo-
gy-based solution for
sewer cleaning to elimi-
nate manual scavenging in
Delhi. As per the agree-
ment, 189 contractors from
the marginalized commu-
nity were engaged by DJB
for cleaning of the sewer
lines, the officials said.

These contractors en-
gaged over 1,000 sanitation
workers for cleaning of
sewers in the DJB areas.
The contractors pur-
chased sewer cleaning ma-
chines with loan assis-

tance under the ‘Stand Up
India’ scheme, they said.

The State Bank of India
had extended the term
loan up to 90 per cent of
the project cost — Rs 40
lakh for each machine —
and the remaining 10 per
cent of the margin money
was brought in by the
Dalit entrepreneurs.

The EMI payment to the
bank formed the major ex-
penditure every month
apart from the recurring
operation and mainte-
nance expenses of these
machines.

Cong, NPF slam Centre 
for extending AFSPA

Kohima, Oct 06 (PTI) 

The Congress and the
Naga People’s Front on
Thursday denounced the
Centre’s decision to extend
the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, 1958 (AFSPA)
in parts of Nagaland.

Criticising the Central
government for extending
the AFSPA for another six
months in the northeast-
ern state, Nagaland
Pradesh Congress
Committee (NPCC) presi-
dent K Therie said since
there was a complete
ceasefire with all the Naga
political groups and talks
were on to find a solution
to the Naga political issue,
there was no requirement
for a “draconian” law like
AFSPA.

On October 1, the
AFSPA was extended in
nine districts of Nagaland
Dimapur, Niuland,
Chumoukedima, Mon,
Kiphire, Noklak, Phek,
Peren, and Zunheboto and
16 police station areas in
four other districts
Kohima, Mokokchung,
Longleng, and Wokha.

“They (the Central gov-
ernment and Naga nego-

tiators) should settle the
Naga issue and not keep
the solution in cold stor-
age,” Therie said, adding
that enforcement of
AFSPA is a “meaningless
provocation”.

The Centre has been
holding separate talks
with the NSCN(IM) since
1997 and the Naga
National Political Groups
(NNPGs) since 2017. It
signed the framework
agreement with the
NSCN(IM) in 2015 and an
Agreed Position with
NNPG in 2017.

However, no final solu-
tion has been achieved to
date with the NSCN(IM)
remaining firm on its de-
mand for a separate flag
and constitution for the
Nagas.

Denouncing the exten-
sion of the Act in parts of
Nagaland, NSF president
Kegwayhun Tep and gen-
eral secretary Siipuni Ng.
Philo said, “We condemn
the overarching approach
of the central government
in extending the dracon-
ian AFSPA for another six
months under the pretext
of law and order problem
in major parts of
Nagaland.”

Describing the exten-
sion of the Act in parts of

Nagaland as “uncalled
for”, NPF Legislature
Party leader Kuzholuzo
Nienu alias Azo said,
“AFSPA is imposed only
when there is lawlessness
and insurgency problem
but now the law and order
situation in Nagaland is
peaceful by and large
everything is so good.
Therefore the extension of
the Act in Nagaland is un-
called for”.

Naga civil societies, in-
cluding Naga Hoho, also
condemned the decision to
extend the Act in parts of
Nagaland.

The AFSPA empowers
security forces to conduct
operations and arrest any-
one without any prior
warrant besides giving im-
munity from arrest and
prosecution to the security
forces if they shoot some-
one dead.

Asserting that the “dra-
conian law must go away
from our land”, Naga
Hoho general secretary K
Elu Ndang said there can-
not be true peace and mu-
tual respect through the
barrel of a gun.

“We look forward with
hope for a peaceful resolu-
tion to the Naga political
issue. However, with
AFSPA in place, there can-

not be a true spirit of
peace and tranquility,”
Ndang said.

Naga Mothers’
Association (NMA) advi-
sor Dr Rosemary
Dziivichii said that for sus-
tainable peace there was
no place for AFSPA.

“As mothers, we are
very disappointed with the
extension of the AFSPA in
the state and other Naga
areas, in the midst of
peace negotiations and de-
spite appeals for the repeal
of this Act”.

By extending the AFSPA
in parts of the northeast-
ern state, an attempt has
been made to “paint the
state as a land of lawless-
ness and chaos”, the Naga
Students’ Federation had
alleged.

Following the December
4 incident in Oting village
of Mon district where se-
curity forces had gunned
down 13 civilians, the
Naga civil societies and
the state government had
been demanding revoca-
tion of AFSPA from
Nagaland.

For the first time since
the imposition of the Act
on Nagaland, the Centre
on March 31 announced to
withdraw AFSPA from
seven of its 16 districts.

PM interacts with construction
workers of Delhi Metro Tunnel  

New Delhi, Oct 06: 

Taking a leap into the fu-
ture, Vodafone Idea
Limited (VIL), switched on
its Live 5G network at
India Mobile Congress
2022 in the national capi-
tal. The first call on Vi 5G
Live network was made by
the Prime Minister of
India  Narendra Modi who
used Vi 5G Digital Twin
technology to take an
Immersive Tour of Delhi
Metro under-construction
tunnel in Dwarka. The call
was attended by the
Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi Vinai Kumar Saxena
who facilitated an interac-
tion for the PM with a
Worker at the site.

Using high-speed ultra-
low latency 5G network, Vi
demonstrated to the  PM
how 5G technology can be
used in India for Worker
Safety and Efficiency in
supervision of critical
construction sites such as
tunnels, underground
working sites, mines etc.

With a 3D Digital Twin
of a Delhi Metro tunnel
site created on Vi 5G, PM
was able to view it remote-
ly in real-time, and review
the working conditions
and well-being of the
workers deployed at the
site.

Along with the  PM at
IMC for Vi 5G demonstra-
tion was  Kumar
Mangalam Birla,

Chairman, Aditya Birla
Group.

Talking on the occa-
sion,Kumar Mangalam
Birla, Chairperson, Aditya
Birla Group, said “We are
inspired by the Prime
Minister’s vision of
Digital India and are com-
mitted to make India a
global superpower in the
Digital era. Vi’s first step
in the 5G era is an impor-
tant milestone in India’s
new generation technolo-
gy odyssey. Vi stands com-
mitted to bring the finest
in innovative technology
and service offerings to
take 1.3 billion Indians on
an accelerated journey to-
wards individual and col-
lective growth”.

TEARFUL ADIEU

Devotees immerse an idol of Goddess Durga during Vijayadashmi celebrations at the
end of Durga Puja festival, in Nadia, Thursday.

RESCUE OPERATIONS

Army personnel move towards the avalanche site to carry out rescue operations, in
Uttarkashi district.

BRIEF

Disrupted  
 Mumbai: Suburban

services on the main
line of Central
Railway were disrupt-
ed due to a snag in
overhead wires on
Thursday afternoon,
an official said. The
technical problem
arose at Sandhurst
Road station in south
Mumbai around 1 pm,
due to which CSMT-
bound slow trains
were held up, he said.

Conclude
 Mangaluru: The

Mangaluru ‘dasara’
celebrations of
Kudroli
Gokarnanatha tem-
ple here concluded in
the early hours of
Thursday with the
immersion of the
idols of Navadurgas
and Goddess
Sharada which were
installed and wor-
shipped at the temple
auditorium for the
last nine days. Tens
of thousands of
devotees witnessed
the magnificent and
colourful Shobha
yatra which began
from the temple
premises on
Wednesday under
the guidance of sen-
ior Billawa leader
and the rallying force
behind the temple
renovation B
Janardhan Poojary.

Tribute
 Jaipur: Uttar Pradesh

chief minister Yogi
Adityanath on
Thursday visited
Ramanandi Peeth in
Virat Nagar here and
offered tributes to
Hindu seer Acharya
Dharmendra who re-
cently passed away. He
also attended a pro-
gramme in which
Acharya
Dharmendra’s son
Somendra took over
the reins of the peeth
in the presence of
saints.

Stabbed
 Kota (Raj): A 20-

year-old man was al-
legedly stabbed to
death over past enmi-
ty in Rajasthan’s
Baran districy, police
said. The deceased
was identified as
Mahesh Nagar, a res-
ident of Sahrod vil-
lage in Atru police
station limits, they
said. Nagar was at-
tacked by two ac-
cused during a
Dusshera procession
in the area on
Wednesday night,
Atru police station
SHO Ramvilas said.

Detained 
 Nagpur: Nagpur po-

lice on Thursday de-
tained several ac-
tivists of the Bharat
Mukti Morcha
(BMM) for trying to
take out a protest
march to the head-
quarters of the
Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) here, an offi-
cial said. The organi-
zation said in a state-
ment that it wanted
to protest against the
RSS because the
Sangh does not re-
spect’ the country’s
Constitution.

AICC Presidential candi-
date and MP Shashi
Tharoor addresses the
media after paying hom-
age to former PM Rajiv
Gandhi and former CM of
Tamil Nadu Kamarajar
during his election cam-
paign for the party’s
presidential election, in
Chennai, Thursday.

T he newly floated BRS
party evoked over-

whelming response from
cross section public in the
native Telangana state in
particular as they feasted
Dasara to mark the suc-

cess in their respective
parts.

Terming the pilot proj-
ect of Telangana develop-
ment would be spread
into all the states and en-
tire country the intellec-

tual and student sections
say the new preposition
would be a trump card in
so far as the political sce-
nario of the country is
considered.

Thursday witnessed
the feasting of BRS for-
mation in the politically

conscious districts of
north Telangana with
erstwhile districts like
Warangal , Karimnagar ,
Adilabad and
Nizamabad, south
Telangana districts like
Medak, Mahabubnagar,
Ranga Reddi and
Nalgonda are playing to
the tunes of BRS leaders.

Many say the pilot proj-
ect success in the form of
several missions would
enable the state to show-
case the development in
the neighboring states
and entire country.

There was an over-
whelming support from
the student sections of
the state where the BJP
model was thoroughly ex-
posed as anti people by
the youths. The anti peo-
ple anti farmer and anti

Dalit concepts of BJP led
government at the center
would face rough weather
in the wake of new com-
bination at the national
level and the fruits prom-
ised by BRS would be
reaped properly, many
say.

Cross sections cited the
schemes pertaining to
Palle Pattana Pragathi
programs, mission
Bhageeratha, Rythu
bandhu, rythu Bheema,
Dalit bandhu, Kalyana
lakshmi, other achieve-
ment on the welfare sec-
tor and industrial sector.
Their intentions are clear
that the BRS would cer-
tainly enable the country
achieve the desired
progress under the able
leadership of Telangana
chief minister KCR.

OVERWHELMING RESPONSE TO BRS 
Describing Telangana Chief Minister K

Chandrashekhar Rao as a visionary and dynamic

leader, people from different sections, including scholars,

employees, youth and others welcomed the entry of TRS

Chief into national politics. Soon after the Chief

Minister made a formal announcement, there were cel-

ebrations across Telangana. Bursting crackers and

dancing to drum beats, many people observed that Chief

Minister’s foray into national politics was need of the

hour. Majority of the people hoped that Telangana’s wel-

fare and development programmes will now be replicat-

ed in other States. And, this augurs well for the nation.

 In parts of Nagaland

LG Saxena directs CS to look into
non-payment of Rs 16 cr bills

 By Delhi govt



KERALA CM IN NORWAY

OOsslloo:: Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan meets Nobel Peace Center Executive Director Kjersti Fløgstad, in Oslo, Norway. 
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BBeeiijjiinngg,,  OOcctt  0066  ((AAPP))::  Sprawling
Xinjiang is the latest Chinese
region to be hit with sweeping
COVID-19 travel restrictions,
as China further ratchets up
control measures ahead of a
key Communist Party con-
gress later this month.

Trains and busses in and out
of the region of 22 million peo-
ple have been suspended, and
passenger numbers on flights
have been reduced to 75%
capacity, reports said
Thursday. As is often the case

with China’s draconian “zero-
COVID” policy, the measures
seemed out of proportion to
the number of cases detected.
The National Health
Commission announced just
93 cases in Xinjiang on
Wednesday and 97 on
Thursday, all of them asymp-
tomatic. Xinjiang leaders on
Tuesday conceded problems
with detection and control
measures but offered no word
on when they planned to lift
the restrictions. Officials are

desperate not to be called out
for new outbreaks in their
regions and Xinjiang has been
under special scrutiny over
the government’s establish-
ment of a series of prison-like
re-education centers in which
Muslim minorities have been
taught to renounce their reli-
gion and allegedly subjected
to a range of human rights
abuses.

China’s vast Xinjiang hit with COVID-19 travel restrictions

Colombo, Oct 06 (AP):

Sri Lanka’s president
said on Thursday his gov-
ernment has started debt
restructuring discussions
with China, an important
step toward finalising an
International Monetary
Fund rescue of the island
nation from a severe eco-
nomic crisis.

President Ranil
Wickremesinghe told
Parliament on Thursday
that initial talks will con-
tinue after China’s
Communist Party con-
gress, which begins
October 16.

Wickremesinghe, who
recently returned from a
trip to Tokyo, said the
Japanese government had
agreed to mediate the
talks with China.

“China has been sup-
porting us from ancient
times and we believe they
will do the same in these
difficult times,”
Wickremesinghe said.

Sri Lanka is nearly
bankrupt and has sus-
pended repaying its USD
51 billion foreign debt, of
which it must repay USD
28 billion by 2027.

Sri Lanka has reached a
preliminary agreement

with the IMF for a USD 2.9
billion rescue package
over four years. Its com-
pletion hinges on assur-
ances from Sri Lanka’s
creditors on debt restruc-
turing.

Separately on Thursday,
Nandalal Weerasinghe,
the governor of Sri
Lanka’s Central Bank,
told reporters that steps
have been taken to-
wards debt restructur-
ing.

Sri Lanka has made a
presentation to global
creditors and held meet-
ings with financial advi-
sors, donor countries

and commercial creditors.
The discussions were

“going forward,”
Weerasinghe said. But he
declined to discuss the
progress of the discus-
sions, saying he prefers to
maintain “a radio silence”
to avoid affecting markets.

An announcement will
be made once an agree-
ment is reached, he said.

Sri Lanka begins crucial debt restructuring talks with China

Kyiv, Oct 06 (AP):

Seven Russian rockets
slammed into residential
buildings in the southern
Ukrainian city of
Zaporizhzhia before dawn
Thursday, killing one per-
son and trapping at least
five in the city close to
Europe’s biggest nuclear
power plant, the governor
of the mostly Russian-oc-
cupied region said.

The strikes came just
hours after Ukraine’s pres-
ident announced that the
country’s military had re-
taken three more villages
in one of the regions ille-
gally annexed by Russia,
the latest battlefield rever-
sal for Moscow.

Governor Oleksandr
Starukh wrote on his
Telegram channel that
many people were rescued
from the multi-story build-
ings, including a 3-year-old
girl who was taken to a hos-
pital for treatment. He ini-
tially reported two people
were killed but later said
that one woman initially
thought to have died was

saved by doctors.
Photos provided by

emergency services
showed rescuers scram-
bling through rubble in the
wreckage of a devastated
building.

Regional authorities re-
ported another rocket at-
tack later in the morning,
but there were no immedi-
ate details of casualties or
what was struck.

The deputy head of the

Ukraine president’s office,
Kyrylo Tymoshenko, said
10 people had been killed in
the latest Russian attacks
in the Dnipro, Donetsk,
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson
regions.

Zaporizhzhia is one of
four regions that Russian
President Vladimir Putin
annexed in violation of in-
ternational laws on
Wednesday, and is home to
a nuclear plant that is

under Russian occupation.
The city of the same name
remains under Ukrainian
control.

The head of the U.N.’s
nuclear watchdog is ex-
pected to visit Kyiv this
week to discuss the situa-
tion at the Zaporizhzhia fa-
cility after Putin signed a
decree Wednesday declar-
ing that Russia was taking
over the six-reactor plant.
Ukraine’s Foreign
Ministry called it a crimi-
nal act and said it consid-
ered Putin’s decree “null
and void.” The state nu-
clear operator,
Energoatom, said it would
continue to operate the
plant. Rafael Grossi, the di-
rector-general of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency, plans to
talk with Ukrainian offi-
cials about the Russian
move. He will also discuss
efforts to set up a secure
protection zone around the
facility, which has been
damaged in the fighting
and seen staff including its
director abducted by
Russian troops.

Russian rockets slam into
Ukrainian city near nuclear plant

Islamabad, Oct 06 (PTI):

The Pakistan govern-
ment has issued a nation-
wide alert to authorities
to maintain “extreme vig-
ilance” amid a heightened
risk of terrorist attacks
by the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) after
peace talks with the
dreaded terror group have
stalled, a media report
said on Thursday.

The federal government
said it had learnt that the
TTP high command met
recently in Paktika,
Afghanistan, to discuss
the deadlock in peace
talks and the fate of the
negotiations with the
Pakistani government
after the killing of TTP
commanders Omar
Khalid Khorasani and
Aftab Parkay.

The letter urged all au-
thorities in four provinces
to heighten security and

exercise enhanced vigi-
lance to avoid any unto-
ward incident, the
Ministry of Interior said
in a statement, instruct-
ing forces that targeted
search and strike mis-
sions be carried out wher-
ever militant activity is
reported.

In a letter circulated
last month, the Ministry
of Interior warned that
more than year-long peace
negotiations between the
TTP and the government
of Pakistan “had come to
a standstill”, which has
led to unease within the
TTP’s ranks, the Dawn
newspaper reported.

It noted that the TTP ac-
cuses the Pakistani gov-
ernment of failing to fulfil
its main demand the re-
versal of the merger of
former Federally
Administered Tribal Area
(FATA) with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as well as

continuing to detain TTP
members while a truce
was still being negotiated.

The letter was ad-
dressed to the home and
chief secretaries of the
four provinces as well as
the Islamabad chief com-
missioner, the report said.

The ministry warned
that the terror group or
its splinter factions might
also seek to escalate ter-
rorist activities in the
coming days to avenge the
killing of their command-
ers and to show strength
in case there is no further
progress in peace negotia-
tions.

The notice said the TTP
top brass, fearing a com-
plete breakdown of the
talks, decided to move
their families to secure
places as they feared
Pakistani security forces
would launch a kinetic op-
eration in case of failure
of talks.

Pak govt issues nationwide alert amid
heightened risk of terror attacks by TTP

Bangkok, Oct 06 (AP):

At least 24 children and
11 adults were killed
Thursday in an attack
that began at a childcare
center in northeastern
Thailand, authorities
said. The gunman then
fled the scene, shooting
from his car as he drove
home, where he killed his
wife and child before tak-
ing his own life, police
said.

The initial attack came
at about 12:30 p.m. when
the man, identified as a
former police officer, en-
tered the childcare center
in the town of Nongbua
Lamphu, authorities
said.

Nineteen boys, three
girls and two adults were
killed in the building be-
fore the assailant fled, ac-
cording to a police state-
ment.

Photos and videos of
the scene posted online
showed sleeping mats
scattered in a preschool
room, its floor smeared
with blood, with alphabet

pictures and other color-
ful wall decorations.

Videos carried the
sound of wails as frantic
family members wept
and watched outside the

nursery school building.
Ambulances stood by as
police and medical work-
ers walked in the school-
yard.

According to Thai
media reports, the gun-
man also used knives in
the attack.

After the suspect fled,
he continued to shoot
from his car, hitting sev-
eral people, police Maj.
Gen. Paisal Luesomboon
told The Associated
Press. After arriving
home, he killed his wife
and child before killing
himself, according to the
Daily News newspaper.

Police said a total of
two children and 10
adults died outside the
childcare center, includ-
ing the suspect, his wife
and his son. Firearm-re-
lated deaths in Thailand
are much lower than in
countries like the United

States and Brazil, but
higher than in countries
like Japan and Singapore
that have strict gun con-
trol laws. The rate of
firearms related deaths
in 2019 was about 4 per
100,000, compared with
about 11 per 100,000 in the
U.S. and nearly 23 per
100,000 in Brazil.

Last month, a clerk
shot co-workers at
Thailand’s Army War
College in Bangkok,
killing two and wounding
another before he was ar-
rested. The country’s pre-
vious worst mass shoot-
ing involved a disgrun-
tled soldier who opened
fire in and around a mall
in the northeastern city
of Nakhon Ratchasima
in 2020, killing 29 people
and holding off security
forces for some 16 hours
before eventually being
killed by them.

35 killed in attack beginning 
at Thailand childcare center

Auckland, Oct 06 (PTI):

India is willing to do
whatever it can to facili-
tate a solution to the
Ukraine crisis, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on
Thursday, as he highlight-
ed how India pressed
Moscow on the safety of
the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant in Ukraine
when the two countries
stepped up fighting near
the highly sensitive facili-
ty. Jaishankar, who is here
on his first visit to New
Zealand as the External
Affairs Minister, during a
lengthy interaction with
Simon Bridges, the CEO of
Auckland Business
Chamber, said when it
comes to Ukraine, it is nat-
ural that different coun-
tries and different regions
would react a little differ-
ently.

The people will view it
from their viewpoint,
their immediate interest,
historical experiences,
their insecurities, he said.

“To me, the diversities of
the world which are quite
evident will also naturally

lead to a differential re-
sponse and I would not dis-
respect the position of
other countries as I can
see that many of them are
coming from their threat
perception, their anxiety,
their equities in Ukraine,”

he said.
In this situation,

Jaishnakar said he would
see what India can do,
“which obviously would
be in the Indian interest,
but also in the best interest
of the world.”

“When I was in the
United Nations, the big
concern at that time was
the safety of the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant because there
was some fighting going
on in the very proximity to
it.”

“There was a request to
us to press the Russians on
that issue which we did.
There have been other
concerns at various points
of time, either different
countries have raised with
us or the UN has raised
with us. I think at this
time whatever we can do,
we will be willing to do,”
Jaishankar said.

India is willing to do whatever it can to facilitate
solution to Ukraine crisis: EAM Jaishankar

Nongbua Lamphu: In this image taken from video, a dis-
traught woman is comforted outside the site of an attack
at a daycare canter, Thursday, Oct. 6 in the town of
Nongbua Lamphu, north eastern Thailand. More than 30
people, primarily children, were killed Thursday when a
gunman opened fire in the childcare center authorities
said.

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency
Service, rescuers work at the scene of a building damaged
by shelling in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Thursday, Oct. 6.

Auckland: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar interacts
with New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern during a
meeting, in Auckland. 

AA mid the ongoing public debate and political slugfest over freebies,
the Election Commission of India (ECI) proposed to amend the

model code and require political parties to provide the financial viability
of their electoral promises.  The ECI's propsal comes amid freebies ver-
sus public welfare debates in which parties such as Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) have sharply confronted Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who
termed populist electoral promises as rewadi — a popular sweet dish dis-
tributed during festivals. Populist measures such as free power is a main
electoralm tool of AAP. After Delhi, it has made similar promises in
Gujarat, which is expected to go to polls later this year.  However, elec-
tion-centric sops deny a level playing field to the stakeholders as the rul-
ing party can afford to splurge — at the cost of the overstretched excheq-
uer. The distribution of free food kits powered the ruling Left Democratic
Front to an emphatic victory in the 2021 Kerala Assembly elections, in
stark contrast to the rout it had suffered in the Lok Sabha polls held two
years earlier. The EC has noted that the high frequency of elections in
India provides opportunities to the parties to indulge in competitive elec-
toral promises ‘without having to spell out their financial implications,
more particularly on committed expenditure. The Commission notes that
the consequences of inadequate disclosures by political parties get
attenuated by the fact that elections are held frequently, providing
opportunities for political parties to indulge in competitive electoral
promises, particularly in multi-phase elections, without having to spell
out their financial implications more particularly on committed expendi-
ture.  The Supreme Court also recently observed that the issue concern-
ing freebies is an important one and requires debate. The ECI has pro-
posed to amend the Model Code of Conduct to add a proforma to Part
VIII (Guidelines on election manifesto) of the MCC. It will require politi-
cal parties to inform voters about the financial feasibility of promises
made in their manifestos and also whether they are sustainable within
the financial space of the state or the Union government. The proposed
proforma seeks details of revenue generation ways — through addition-
al tax, if any, rationalising expenditure — cutting some schemes, if so
required, impact on committed liabilities and/or raising of further debt
and its impact on Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act
(FRBM) limits. The model code is a document which guides the ECI in
ensuring level playing field for all political parties and candidates during
elections. The poll panel said it is of the considered view that with ade-
quate disclosures on the financial implications of the promises made, the
Indian electorate will be able to exercise informed poll choices.
Unreasonable freebies need to be weeded out as they are taking a heavy
toll on the states’ fiscal health. In a research report, the State Bank of
India has suggested that the expenditure on populist welfare schemes
should be capped at 1 per cent of the state’s GDP or 1 per cent of its own
tax collection. The report has noted that freebies have exceeded 2 per
cent of the Gross State Domestic Product for debt-ridden states such as
Andhra Pradesh and Punjab. A financially feasible road map for fulfilling
poll promises is the need of the hour to help voters make informed choic-
es and deter irresponsible governments from living beyond their means.
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5G - A Promising
Future

The launch of 5G services by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
October 1st, Saturday has sparked
a lot of excitement in the country.
The initial phase of the launch will
include 13 major cities. Reliance
Jio will be the first company to pro-
vide the service in India.The rollout
of ultra-fast 5G mobile networks
will provide seamless coverage,
high data rates, low latency, high
download speeds, and highly reli-
able communications. Fifth-gener-
ation wireless (5G) is the most
recent cellular technology, suc-
ceeding the 4G network that cur-
rently connects nearly all smart-
phones in India. The 5G will pro-
vide internet speed and capacity at
least 10 times higher than 4G serv-
ices. Broadly speaking, 5g is the
most modern level network, and it
will provide the fastest internet
speed. It will be more reliable and
capable of handling more net-
works than before. The Reliance
Jio telecom company intends to
begin operations in four metropol-
itan areas this month and hopes to
reach the majority of cities and
towns within 18 months.  5G has
already been inforce in 72 coun-
tries in the world. 5G will help con-
nect billions of Internet of
Things(loT) devices, provide high-
er quality video services with
mobility at high speeds, and deliv-
er critical services. As per reports,
5G will also speed up immersive
education, remote health care, and
smart agriculture in rural India,
allowing for inclusive growth and
prosperity. According to reports,
any smartphone that supports 5G
bands will be able to connect to 5G
networks. There are several new
phones designed to support 5G,
and multiple carriers around the
world support the 5G wireless net-
work.5G represents a complete
transformation of telecommunica-
tions networks which expand the
mobile ecosystem into new realms.
According to some estimates,
there will be 3.6 billion 5G con-
nections by 2025, rising to 4.4 bil-
lion by 2027.The emerging 5G
technology opens an innovative
platform that enables society to
drive forward and unlock new
opportunities for a safe and sus-
tainable future. 

DDrr..  KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVeeppaakkoommmmaa

Kashmir Valley is
changing

In the 1990s, eleven movie the-
atres located around the Kashmir
Valley were shut down due to
widespread militancy but this
year's October 1 screening of two
epic films, Vikram Vedha and
Ponniyin Selvan (PS)-I, at the
brand-new INOX theatre in
Srinagar's Shiv Pora neighbour-
hood will mark Kashmir's first-ever
encounter with multiplex cinema.
On Tuesday, Manoj Sinha, the lieu-
tenant governor of Jammu and
Kashmir, opened the region's first
multiplex. Watching movies will
soon become a pleasurable and
enjoyable activity for Kashmir. For
the people of Kashmir, this may
serve as the prelude to more forth-
coming amusement. Through this,
young generation will be provided
with the same entertainment
accessible throughout the country.
Young people will be given access
to the same entertainment through
this in every part of the nation. The
design of the multiplex will include
aspects of Kashmiri culture, like a
paper-mache and khatamband
ceiling, to encourage the commu-
nity's culture. 

KKaavvyyaa  SShhaarrmmaa,,  BBaannggaalloorree
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Nadia: Devotees immerse an idol of Goddess Durga during Vijayadashmi celebrations at the end of Durga Puja festival, in
Nadia, Thursday, Oct. 6.

DURGA IDOL IMMERSION

WW hen on the one hand, the country and its states and UTs are consistently,
though steadily, developing fast in almost every sphere, it is a natural

corollary that all sections of the society should be partakers, on the basis of equi-
ty, of the fruits of such development. In case, certain sections remain behind, it
is incumbent upon the governments in power from time to time both at the cen-
tre and at state (and UT levels) to find out the reasons thereof. If it is not done
either intentionally or even innocently, may be due to sheer recklessness, in that
case – the claims of our democratic and socialist order wherein the fruits of and
participative role in development in respect of the last person standing in the
queue is feared to be reduced to mere rhetoric. Heterogeneity in and scattering
of a vast population in ''difficult'', remote, and virtually poorly connected moun-
tainous areas by road and other modes should, in no way, be any sort of a ground
in denial of the rightful due to such sections of our population in Jammu and
Kashmir. Instead, are they not entitled to preferred treatment and a status grant-
ed as a special case to fight economic, educational, infrastructural and even
social backwardness? In this connexion, the moot point is not only about know-
ing a discrepancy or anomalies galore that exist but the same needing first to be
identified and diagnosed followed by devising a cogent solution. Gujjars,
Bakerwals and Paharis – to be more modest- those living in and around hilly and
mountainous difficult terrains-in Jammu and Kashmir, have for decades, been
demanding justice for them looking to the most difficult topographies they live
in. Their main activity of agriculture which has its own problems in such areas
followed by certain communities among them like Bakerwals taking to tradition-
al sheep and goat rearing , even in certain cases horses, and transhumance as
the very nature of such a traditional occupation and mode of livelihood, have
been demanding justice and redressing of their problems. These communities,
especially Bakerwals alternate with the seasons between high and low altitudes
in Jammu and Kashmir and can be seen doing this on the eve of the onset of win-
ter and summer seasons moving from higher reaches to plains and vice versa
along with their entire live stocks of sheep and goats. These communities, in fact,
in totality, have been voicing their concern and expressing even dismay over
promises having been made by successive governments and much less done on
the ground to ameliorate their lot and giving them their due rights. Now, such a
trend is poised to be reversed as promised publicly by the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah much to the overwhelming response of joy and vindication of the
stand of the people. These communities are, therefore, slated to get benefits of
reservation strictly in accordance with the findings of and recommendations by
the Justice Sharma Commission which was set up by the Lieutenant Governor to
look into various issues and problems confronted by the communities under ref-
erence living in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir particularly examining the issue of
quota. It may be reiterated that the Commission has, in its report, recommend-
ed reservation for these communities. In other words the Commission has unam-
biguously recommended these communities, viz Gujjars, Bakerwals and Paharis
to be included for ST quota benefits. Very importantly, with reference to it, the
Union Home Minister made a public announcement in Rajouri that “it will be
given soon”, however, there will be no decline of any sort in ST quota of these
communities and that “everyone will get their share” much to the thumping
applause and cheer by a ”historic” gathering of the public with dominance of the
communities under reference who had assembled at the venue to hear the Union
Minister’s speech. Reports are that such a huge gathering of people who had
travelled miles and hailing from far flung areas could not find the venue with
enough space and many had therefore to climb trees and housetops to hear the
Union Home Minister. Police had tough time to manage the huge gathering and
regulate smooth movement to and fro the venue. Not only are the people of the
particular region known for their hard work, industry and facing challenges of
various hues bravely but are duly known for their patriotism and having resisted
militancy and allied ills. Noting this eloquently, the Union Home Minister termed
the valour and love of the people of Rajouri and Poonch “standing like rocks for
security of India” and further said that ”the entire country salutes them”.
Analysing that the announcement by the country’s Home Minister about reser-
vation of these communities based on recommendation of the Justice Sharma
Commission and the gathering of people both were historic and shall now pave
the way for smooth and fast development of the neglected areas which remained
behind due to constraints of topography or geographical humps. To call a spade
a spade, the reversal of sheer injustice to these deprived and hitherto neglected
communities of Jammu and Kashmir would have not been possible had Articles
370 and 35 A not been abrogated. Taking a jibe at those who opposed such an
abrogation, the Union Home Minister asked them what had those in power for
decades done for neglected sections of the society. Delimitation Commission
about redrawing constituencies of the Assembly seats about which the Union
Home Minister made a mention, could result in increase of seats in hilly areas like
Rajouri, Poonch, Doda and Kishtwar and, therefore, people of these areas shall
have added representation and hence their voices heard properly.

Good time ahead for 
neglected Gujjar, Bakerwal

& Pahari communities

Feasibility of freebies

I nflation has increased due
to disruption in the supply

of commodities, rising crude
oil rates and cheap loans.
European countries are expe-
riencing annual price rises in
double-digits. At the same
time, many emerging nations
such as Argentina, Brazil,
Turkey, Shri Lanka and many
more have a high band of 50 to
100 per cent. While according
to RBI, India is targeting an
annual inflation rate of 6.7
per cent in FY23. Central
banks of high inflation coun-
tries are trying to control in-
flation by hiking the policy in-
terest rate, due to which the
fears of recession have in-
creased.

The dollar index is touching
20 years highs due to rising in-
terest rates in the US, due to
which other foreign curren-
cies are falling against the
dollar.

As per the RBI report, dur-
ing the current financial year,
the dollar has appreciated 14.5
per cent against a basket of
currencies, while the Indian
Rupee has depreciated by 7.4
per cent only. Countries have
emphasised social programs
in the last two years due to the
lockdown and people losing
their jobs due to the pandemic
in many countries. The debt-
GDP ratio increased during
this period due to lower eco-
nomic growth and higher gov-
ernment spending.
Challenging times impart an

opportunity to capable coun-
tries; the same proves fatal for
vulnerable countries. For ex-
ample, before 1931, the curren-
cies of various countries fol-
lowed the gold standard.
However, during the First
World War, the United
Kingdom and its allies had to
obtain weapons and other
items from America, and in
return, they had to pay for
gold. Due to the dependence of
these countries on America,
in 1931, the United Kingdom
had to end the gold standard.
The world's currencies began
to be measured by the dollar's
value, and the dollar became
the world reserve currency,
which started a golden era for
the US.

Another example is that
during the 1970s, America was
going through a recession and
a rising inflation rate.
Meanwhile, China's Deng
Jiangping announced the
Open Door Policy in 1979.
After a decade of recession,
America wanted cheap goods,
and China had factories,
which later proved to be a
boon for China.

India is a stable democratic
country whose strength keeps
it separate from emerging
economies like China, Russia,
and Latin American countries
like Brazil, Argentina etc.
According to one calculation,
India is the factory of future
talent of the world as it will
have 20% young working pop-
ulation of the world by 2047,
which will take India towards
prosperity by its independ-
ence centenary.

Economist Raghuram
Rajan believes India has done
a commendable job keeping
the rising prices of goods and
services in check. The GST
system of collecting indirect
tax is stable, and tax collec-
tion is also increasing contin-
uously. Due to this, it seems

that the budget kept by the
Government of India for in-
frastructure in the financial
year 2022-23 will not decrease.
External Debt GDP Ratio has
reduced from 21.2% in March
2021 to 19.9% in March 2022,
showing improvement in
macro parameters.

The banking sector has im-
proved in the last five to six
years. In this sequence, the
CASA ratio and capital ade-
quacy ratio of the banks have
improved, and NPAs have
gone down. It appears that
due to the reduction in the net
bad assets of the banks, there
will be no inconvenience in
providing finance to new proj-
ects in future.

The Government of India
has operated a production-
linked scheme in 15 main sec-
tors to promote production.
This scheme encourages in-
vestment in textile, technolo-
gy, automobile, electronics,
speciality steel and semicon-
ductor industries. With a step
toward self-reliance in the de-
fence sector, India's position
will be strengthened strategi-
cally, and the import burden
will also reduce. The newly es-
tablished India International
Bullion Exchange at
Ahmedabad is the world's
third exchange of its kind. It
will provide jewellers direct
access to import gold through
the exchange mechanism.

The bond market is much
larger than the equity market
in most developed economies.
Indian bonds may soon be in-
cluded in the Global Bond
Index, which mainly compris-
es JP Morgan and the
Financial Times Stock
Exchange. This process may
facilitate a flow of $30 billion
annually. It will provide bal-
ance and strength to the
Indian economy.

The war between Russia
and Ukraine has led to a radi-

cal change in the global strate-
gic relationship. Similarly, in
the Indo-Pacific region, the
tension between Taiwan and
China has presented chal-
lenges to the world. Due to its
strong position in the defence
and economic sector, and
strategic presence in this re-
gion, India remains a vital
force in the 'Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (QUAD)
group of countries. India has
kept itself balanced and neu-
tral in this turmoil, strength-
ening its global standing.

According to a Bloomberg
report, there is zero chance of
India's economy falling, while
most of the economies of
Europe and many emerging
countries are in crisis. In
times of severe economic and
political turmoil, India stands
firm for food, financial, eco-
nomic and political security.
Steps like self-reliant India in
areas such as production, dig-
ital and defence strengthen its
intentions. In a nutshell, India
saw an opportunity in this dif-
ficulty, and India has built a
door in these challenging
times.

In the current economic cri-
sis, the world is moving to-
wards conditional globalisa-
tion, in which countries are
trying to become self-reliant
and decentralise their produc-
tion centres in such a way
that the supply of goods and
services is not interrupted.
India provides an excellent al-
ternative to the globe to invest
in. Seeing its relative strength
economically and politically,
most multinational compa-
nies could be attracted to an
emerging country like India.
Subsequently, businesses can
also become rupee centric. In
the process, It can take India
to a new high economically.

(Writer is an IAS,
Principal Secretary
Madhya Pradesh)

If Opportunity Doesn’t Knock, Build
a Door: India in Challenging Times

HHeesstteerr  WWeeaavviinngg
Animals can only endure temperatures
within a given range. The upper and
lower temperatures of this range are
called its critical thermal limits. As these
limits are exceeded, an animal must
either adjust or migrate to a cooler cli-
mate. However, temperatures are rising
across the world at a rapid pace. The
record-breaking heatwaves experienced
across Europe this summer are indicative
of this. Heatwaves such as these can
cause temperatures to regularly surpass
critical thermal limits, endangering many
species. In a new study, my colleagues
and I assessed how well 102 species of
insect can adjust their critical thermal
limits to survive temperature extremes.
We found that insects have a weak
capacity to do so, making them particu-
larly vulnerable to climate change. The
impact of climate change on insects
could have profound consequences for
human life. Many insect species serve
important ecological functions while the
movement of others can disrupt the bal-
ance of ecosystems.

HHooww  ddoo  aanniimmaallss  aaddjjuusstt  ttoo  
tteemmppeerraattuurree  eexxttrreemmeess??

An animal can extend its critical thermal
limits through either acclimation or adap-

tation.Acclimation occurs within an ani-
mal's lifetime (often within hours). It's
the process by which previous exposure
helps give an animal or insect protection
against later environmental stress.
Humans acclimate to intense UV expo-
sure through gradual tanning which later
protects skin against harmful UV rays.
One way insects acclimate is by produc-
ing heat shock proteins in response to
heat exposure. This prevents cells dying
under temperature extremes. Some
insects can also use colour to acclimate.
Ladybirds that develop in warm environ-
ments emerge from the pupal stage with
less spots than insects that develop in the
cold. As darker spots absorb heat, having
fewer spots keeps the insect cooler.
Adaptation occurs when useful genes are
passed through generations via evolu-
tion. There are multiple examples of ani-
mals evolving in response to climate
change. Over the past 150 years, some
Australian parrot species such as gang-
gang cockatoos and red-rumped parrots
have evolved larger beaks. As a greater
quantity of blood can be diverted to a
larger beak, more heat can be lost into
the surrounding environment. But evolu-
tion occurs over a longer period than
acclimation and may not allow critical

thermal limits to adjust in line with the
current pace of global temperature rise.
Upper thermal limits are particularly slow
to evolve, which may be due to the large
genetic changes required for greater
heat tolerance. Research into how accli-
mation might help animals survive excep-
tional temperature rise has therefore
become an area of growing scientific
interest.

AA  wweeaakk  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  aaddjjuusstt  ttoo  
tteemmppeerraattuurree  eexxttrreemmeess

When exposed to a 1 degree celsius
change in temperature, we found that
insects could only modify their upper
thermal limit by around 10 per cent and
their lower limit by around 15 per cent on
average. In comparison, a separate study
found that fish and crustaceans could
modify their limits by around 30 per cent.
But we found that there are windows dur-
ing development where an insect has a
greater tolerance towards heat. As juve-
nile insects are less mobile than adults,
they are less able to use their behaviour
to modify their temperature. A caterpillar
in its cocoon stage, for example, cannot
move into the shade to escape the heat.
Exposed to greater temperature varia-
tions, this immobile life stage has faced
strong evolutionary pressure to develop

mechanisms to withstand temperature
stress. Juvenile insects generally had a
greater capacity for acclimating to rising
temperatures than adult insects.
Juveniles were able to modify their upper
thermal limit by 11 per cent on average,
compared to 7 per cent for adults. But
given that their capacity to acclimate is
still relatively weak and may fall as an
insect leaves this life stage, the impact is
likely to be limited for adjusting to future
climate change.

WWhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhiiss  mmeeaann  ffoorr  tthhee  ffuuttuurree??
A weak ability to adjust to higher temper-
atures will mean many insects will need
to migrate to cooler climates in order to
survive. The movement of insects into
new environments could upset the deli-
cate balance of ecosystems. Insect pests
account for the loss of 40 per cent of
global crop production. As their geo-
graphical distribution changes, pests
could further threaten food security. A
UN report from 2021 concluded that fall
armyworm populations, which feed on
crops such as maize, have already
expanded their range due to climate
change. Insect migration may also carry
profound impacts on human health.
Many of the major diseases affecting
humans, including malaria, are transmit-

ted by insects. The movement of insects
over time increases the possibility of
introducing infectious diseases to higher
latitudes. There have been over 770 cases
of West Nile virus recorded in Europe this
year. Italy's Veneto region, where the
majority of the cases originate, has
emerged as an ideal habitat for Culex
mosquitoes, which can host and transmit
the virus. Earlier this year, scientists
found that the number of mosquitoes in
the region had increased by 27 per cent.
Insect species incapable of migrating
may also become extinct. This is of con-
cern because many insects perform
important ecological functions. Three
quarters of the crops produced globally
are fertilised by pollinators. Their loss
could cause a sharp reduction in global
food production. The vulnerability of
insects to temperature extremes means
that we face an uncertain and worrying
future if we cannot curb the pace of cli-
mate change. A clear way of protecting
these species is to slow the pace of cli-
mate change by reducing fossil fuel con-
sumption. On a smaller scale, the cre-
ation of shady habitats, which contain
cooler microclimates, could provide
essential respite for insects facing rising
temperatures.

Insects will struggle to keep pace with global temperature rise
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Energy dialogue

New Delhi:Oil
Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri will co-chair
the ministerial dia-
logue of the US-India
Strategic clean Energy
Partnership (USISCEP)
in Washington this
week,an official state-
ment said on
Wednesday.Puri will
lead an official and
business delegation to
Washington and
Houston, the US from
October 6-11. "In
Washington, the minis-
ter will co-chair the
ministerial dialogue of
US-India Strategic
Clean Energy
Partnership (USIS-
CEP), to be held on
October 7, 2022,with
Jennifer Granholm,
Secretary of Energy,
USA," it said. The re-
vamped USISCEP was
launched in accor-
dance with the US-
India Climate and
Clean Energy Agenda
2030 Partnership an-
nounced by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and President Joe
Biden at the Leaders'
Summit on Climate
held in April last year.

Grant
New Delhi: The
Finance Ministry on
Thursday released the
monthly instalment of
revenue deficit grant
of Rs 7,183 crore to 14
states. With the re-
lease of seventh in-
stalment for the
month of October,
2022, the total amount
of Revenue Deficit
Grants released to the
states in current fiscal
has gone up to Rs
50,282.92 crore, an offi-
cial statement said.
The Post Devolution
Revenue Deficit Grant
is released based on
the recommendation
of the 15th Finance
Commission to 14
states Andhra
Pradesh, Assam,
Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Sikkim,
Tripura, Uttarakhand
and West Bengal.

GST collection 

Chandigarh: Punjab
Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
on Wednesday said
the state's GST collec-
tion has crossed the
Rs 10,000 crore mark
for the first time in the
first six months of
this fiscal. The
Minister for Finance,
Planning and Excise
and Taxation said that
the state has seen a
22.6 per cent year-on-
year growth in GST
collection so far in the
current fiscal. He fur-
ther said that in the
first six months of the
last financial year,
GST collection stood
at Rs 8,650 crore,
whereas during the
current year the state
has earned Rs 1,954
crore more, taking the
total GST collection to
Rs 10,604 crore. The
GST collection for
September this year
was Rs 1,710 crore
compared to Rs 1,402
crore in September
2021, the minister said
in a statement.

New Delhi, Oct 06:  

Union minister Piyush
Goyal on Thursday asked
the industry to ensure
their products meet inter-
national quality standards
and help build a 'Brand
India' as the country aims
to become a developed na-
tion by 2047. Addressing
an event organised by the
Quality Council of India
(QCI), Commerce and
Industry Minister Goyal
also called for convergence
of various quality certifi-
cation related organisa-
tions whether it is FSSAI,
the BIS, the Rail or
Defense establishments. "I
would urge the ministry
as well as QCI to work to
bring in convergence...so
that the investment envi-
ronment that we have cre-
ated can go from strength
to strength and can help
India achieve our mission

of becoming a developed
nation by 2047," he said,
and added quality will de-
fine 'Brand India'.
Speaking at another event
organised by the Institute
of Chartered Accountants

of India (ICAI) earlier in
the day, the minister
stressed that more women
should take up the profes-
sion of chartered account-
ancy. He called upon
Chartered Accountants of

India to strive in making
India's Chartered
Accountancy firms global
level companies. Goyal ex-
pressed satisfaction at the
global footprint of ICAI
with over 168 branches,
present in 47 countries
with 77 centres in different
cities of the world.
Congratulating ICAI for
its efforts to establish 100
centres across the world,
the minister asked the in-
stitute to expand its pres-
ence in the continent of
South America as well. He
expressed confidence that
the Chartered
Accountants (CAs) of
India will not only live up
to the expectations of
their countrymen but also
those of the world. He also
asked young CAs to ex-
plore the paths of entre-
preneurship too, along
with auditing, accounting,
management consulting.

Goyal asks industry to follow
global quality standards

Union Commerce & Industry Minister Piyush Goyal (left) with
Indias Sherpa to G20 Amitabh Kant (centre) and Chairperson of
Quality Council of India (QCI) Adil Zainulbhai (right) during the
silver jubilee function of QCI, at Ambedkar Centre in New Delhi,
Thursday, Oct. 6.

New Delhi, Oct 06:  

Mobile subscribers will
get up to 600 megabit per
second speed in 5G net-
work during the launch
phase and handsets are ex-
pected to work at par with
professional computers for
accessing apps and data
processing, according to in-
dustry players. Reliance
Jio has started providing
5G services to select cus-
tomers in parts of four
cities -- Delhi Mumbai,
Kolkata and Varanasi --
and Bharti Airtel in parts
of eight cities -- Delhi,
Mumbai, Varanasi,
Bengaluru, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Nagpur and
Siliguri -- to all customers
with 5G handsets.
Subscribers of both the
companies will not require
to replace existing sim for
availing 5G services. Jio
has said that its customers
will continue to avail 5G

services under "Beta trial"
until the network coverage
of a city is substantially
complete. The company
has promised access to un-
limited 5G data with speed
of up to 1 gigabit per sec-
ond (GBPS). Industry play-
ers are of the opinion that
this level of speed will be
available very close to mo-
bile stations. "5G is expect-
ed to deliver up to 600 mbps
(megabit per second) dur-
ing the launch phase be-
cause traffic on the net-
work will be low. However,
it will continue to remain
in the range of 200-300
mbps after full roll out,"
Ericsson head of network
solutions, strategic net-
work evolution, South east
Asia, Oceania and India,
ThiawSeng Ng told PTI.

This means a two-hour
high definition movie
which is generally around
6 GB file size can be down-
loaded in 1 minute 25 sec-
onds and a 4K movie in
about 3 minutes at a top
speed of 600 mbps.
Customers buying 5G

handsets or having a 5G-en-
abled handsets will see 5G
option in their network set-
ting and they will need to
select it for availing the
service. The mobile net-
work display on their de-
vice will start showing 5G
instead of 4G when 5G will
be available in their locali-
ty. Former BSNL chairman
and managing director
Anupam Shrivastava said
that telecom operators are
expected to provide free 5G
service till the time of roll
out and give them a taste of
the new service.

"Once the roll out is over
in a circle, telecom opera-
tors may announce their
tariff plan and charge a
premium for 5G over 4G,"
Shrivastava said. Nokia
senior vice president and
head of India market
Sanjay Malik said that the
high speed in 5G will dou-
ble average data consump-
tion per subscriber in
India in one and half years.
He said that the tariff for
5G services varies from
country to country.

5G users to get up to 600 mbps
speed during launch phase: Experts
̈ Phones to work 

at par with PC

New Delhi, Oct 06: 

The finance ministry
has modified the
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) by raising loan
limit under the scheme to
Rs 1,500 crore from Rs 400
crore to help the COVID-
hit industry tide over liq-
uidity stress. Recognising
that an efficient and strong
civil aviation sector is vital
for the economic develop-
ment of the country, the
Department of Financial
Services (DFS) has modi-
fied the ECLGS on
Tuesday to enhance the
maximum loan amount el-

igibility for airlines, an of-
ficial statement issued on
Wednesday said.

As per the modified
ECLGS 3.0, an airline
would be eligible for "100
per cent of their fund
based or non-fund-based
loan outstanding as on the
reference dates or Rs 1,500
crore, whichever is lower;
and of the above, Rs 500
crore shall be considered,
based on equity contribu-
tion by the owners." All
other criteria terms and
conditions parameters pre-
scribed under the opera-
tional guidelines of the
ECLGS on August 30, 2022,
would be applicable as it is,
it said. The modifications
introduced are aimed to
give necessary collateral-
free liquidity at reasonable
interest rates to tide over
their present cash flow

problems. Earlier in
March 2022, the
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) was extended be-
yond March 2022, till March
2023, to implement the an-
nouncement made in the
Union Budget 2022-23 by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. Keeping in
view the high proportion of
non-fund based credit in
the overall credit of the
civil aviation sector, the eli-
gible borrowers were per-
mitted to avail up to 50 per
cent of their highest total
fund and non-fund based
credit outstanding, subject
to a maximum of Rs 400
crore per borrower, it said.
The ECLGS was an-
nounced in May 2020 in
wake of the outbreak of
COVID-19 to help various
sectors, especially in the

MSME segment, to get
credit at a concessional rate
of 7 per cent. Post an-
nouncement, the scheme
was modified several times
depending on demand of
various industries. Besides,
the deadline of the scheme
was extended several times
to support various sectors
of the economy that were
hit hard due to the out-
break of the pandemic. On
August 17, the Union
Cabinet approved the en-
hancement in the limit of
ECLGS by Rs 50,000 crore to
Rs 5 lakh crore. The addi-
tional amount is being ear-
marked exclusively for en-
terprises in hospitality and
related sectors including
the aviation sector. Loans
worth around Rs 3.67 lakh
crore have been sanctioned
under ECLGS till August 5,
2022.

Finmin modifies ECLGS
̈ Raises loan limit 

to Rs 1,500 cr for
aviation sector to
tide over stress

New Delhi, Oct 06:  

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance
Industries has told a gov-
ernment-appointed panel
reviewing gas pricing that
any 'retrograde' move to ar-
tificially cap rates will add
to fiscal policy instability,
delays investment and dent
India's attempt to become
Atmanirbhar in fuel pro-
duction. In a submission to
the committee headed by
Kirit Parikh, which has
been asked by the Oil
Ministry to look at setting
a 'fair price to consumers',
the firm detailed how the
economics of its about-to-
start field in the KG-D6
block, where billions of
dollars have been spent to
recover reserves lying sev-

eral kilometres below the
seabed, will be impacted
under different prices.

The mid-course changes
through price caps not just
go against pricing and
marketing freedom con-
tracts and government pol-
icy promises to companies
but also add to uncertainty
to a fiscal regime which
would impact investments,
according to sources
briefed on the matter and
the presentation. The gov-
ernment biannually fixes
gas prices based on rates
prevalent in surplus na-
tions. Rates according to
this formula stayed below
the breakeven price of
USD 3-3.5 per million
British thermal units for
six years starting October
2015 but have jumped 5x in

the last one year to USD
8.57 for old fields and USD
12.46 for difficult fields.
This rise has prompted
user industries to com-
plain, following which the
ministry set up a panel to
suggest an affordable rate
for the users. The sources
said Reliance told the panel
that doubling India's pro-
duction from current levels
to cut rising imports and
meet the target of raising
the share of natural gas in
the primary energy basket
to 15 per cent by 2030 from
the current 6.7 per cent,
would require at least Rs 2
lakh crore to Rs 3 lakh
crore investment, which
can be viable only if a sta-
ble fiscal and contractual
regime with market-based
pricing is provided.

Mid-course changes in gas pricing
to delay investments: Reliance

Mumbai, Oct 06: 

India Inc's foreign com-
mercial borrowings in
August this year rose by
nearly 4.6 per cent to USD
2.98 billion, according to
the RBI data. In August
2021, the Indian businesses
borrowed USD 2.85 billion
in the form of external
commercial borrowings.
Of the total borrowings in
August this year, over USD
2.47 billion was through
the automatic route of rais-
ing funds from foreign
sources. While more than
USD 502.79 million was
raised by way of issuing
rupee denominated bonds
(RDBs) or masala bonds.
Among the major borrow-
ers include mortgage
lender HDFC Ltd USD 1.1
billion for the purpose of

sub-lending; FS India Solar
Ventures USD 500 million
for a new project; Fullerton
India Credit Co Ltd USD
350 million for sub-lending
and Toyota Financial
Services USD 50 million for
refinancing of Rupee
loans. Among others, IIFL
Finance raised USD 50 mil-
lion for refinancing of ear-
lier ECB; Tata Sia Airlines
raised USD 36 million for
import of capital goods;
Flender Drvies USD 31.37
million for working capital
requirement and Hyundai
Transys India USD 23.3
million for refinancing of
earlier ECB. AM Green
Energy was the only com-
pany to issue masala bonds
for the entire USD 502.79
million for a new project,
as per the Reserve Bank
(RBI) data.

India Inc’s foreign commercial
borrowings rise by 4.6 pc in Aug

Mumbai, Oct 06: 

The rupee plunged 32 paise to
close at an all-time low of
81.94 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday amid
high volatility as firm crude oil
prices weighed on the local
unit. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened on a positive
note at 81.52, then pared all
the gains to settle at an all-
time low of 81.94 against the
American currency, registering
a decline of 32 paise over its
previous close. During the day,
the local unit witnessed an
intra-day high of 81.51 and a
low of 81.94 against the green-
back. On Tuesday, the rupee
appreciated by 20 paise to end
at 81.62 against the US dollar.
The forex market was closed
on Wednesday on account of
Dussehra. "Rupee, after appre-

ciating marginally on Tuesday,
is again starting to come
under pressure. The dollar
strengthened after services
PMI and private payrolls num-
bers from the US came in bet-
ter than estimates," said
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services. Major
crosses euro and pound con-
tinued to witness selling pres-
sure at higher levels. 

Rupee falls 32 paise to close at all-time
low of 81.94 against US dollar

Mumbai, Oct 06:  

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rose by 156 points while
the Nifty closed above the
17,300 level on Thursday
after gains in metal, IT
and capital goods shares
amid foreign capital in-
flows. The 30-share BSE
benchmark gained 156.63
points or 0.27 per cent to
settle at 58,222.10. During
the day, it jumped 513.29
points or 0.88 per cent to
58,578.76. The broader NSE
Nifty advanced 57.50
points or 0.33 per cent to
end at 17,331.80. Among
Sensex shares, Tata Steel,
Larsen & Toubro, ICICI
Bank, HCL Technologies,
Infosys and Axis Bank
were among the winners.
However, Bharti Airtel,

Hindustan Unilever,
IndusInd Bank, HDFC and
Bajaj Finance were among
the laggards.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services said,
"The Indian market is
maintaining its resilience
despite mixed cues from
global equities and surg-
ing oil prices. Both domes-
tic and foreign investors

are supporting the rally."
The market was also bol-
stered by expectations on
Q2 results session, with
improvement in sectors
like metal, IT, and realty,
Nair added. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul and
Tokyo ended higher, while
Shanghai and Hong Kong
settled lower. Stock ex-
changes in Europe were
trading in the negative ter-
ritory in mid-session
deals. The US markets
ended marginally lower on
Wednesday. The domestic
equity markets were
closed on Wednesday for
the Dussehra festival.

In the previous session
on Tuesday, the BSE bench-
mark had jumped 1,276.66
points or 2.25 per cent to
settle at 58,065.47.

Stock markets rise for 2nd
session, Sensex gains 156 pts

Mumbai, Oct 06: 

With the festive season
here, there are lots of things
you can do torefresh your
life by upgrading and refur-
bishing your home. For all
the items that have been
pending on your wish list of
purchases, you can now get
them at great prices and
through exciting deals with
the Amazon Great Indian
Festival. This year, you can
avail up to 70% off on a wide
selection of products across
home décor, planters, cush-
ions, kitchen appliances,
furniture, sports equipment
and much more, to make it
truly reflect your personal
style.So, get ready to save
big this festive season and
enjoy great discounts while
enhancing your lifestyle
with Amazon.in. While cus-
tomers shop on Amazon.in,
they can avail of exciting
deals and offers along with
an additional 10% instant

discount* on Citi, Onecard,
RBL and RuPay Bank card
in addition to easy finance
options and no cost EMIs.
Furthermore, customers
can get INR 25 off on a mini-
mum order value of INR 250
– 499, using any UPI; INR 50
off on a minimum order
value of INR 500 and above,
using any UPI; and extra
INR 300 cashback* on mini-
mum order of INR 3000 as
Amazon Pay balance till
October 7, 2022. Customers
can collect coupons while
shopping on Amazon.in and
receive INR 100 cashback on
purchases of INR 500 and
abovefor first purchasers on
home & kitchen products.
Along with this, customers
also get to Save Big across
30K products from top
brands such as The sleep
company, V-guard, Duroflex,
Livpure, Tied Ribbons,
Wipro, Eureka Forbes,
Prestige, Orient Electric and
many more.

Amazon.in offers 70%
off this festive season New Delhi, Oct 06: 

Today, Motorola
launched the brand-
newmoto g72 globally
first in India, boasting
India’s first 10-Bit6.6
120 Hzp OLED display
and 576Hz touch sam-
pling rate view over an
eye-popping 1.07 billion
shades of color- 64
times more than stan-
dard 8-bit displays. It is
an incredibly premium
display that’s ultra
slim and virtually bor-
derless as it’s a pOLED
display. The moto g72 comes
with a 108MP ultra pixel
camera system for incredi-
ble pictures. One of the
most advanced in its class,
it allows you to capture the
most detailed photos ever.

Motorola has been
known for its no compro-
mise strategy on 5G smart-
phones, being one of the
only smartphone manufac-
turers to provide up to 13 5G
bands support in all its 5G

smartphones across price
points. WhileIndia is at the
cusp of a 5G revolution, 4G
network is still a need for

many consumers and
will co-exist with 5G
for years to come.
Addressing the same,
Motorola will continue
to cater to its con-
sumers’ needs by con-
tinuing to offer phe-
nomenal 4G as well as
5G devices across price
ranges. Moto g72 is an
example of the same,
being a 4G smartphone

with premium features at
a price range that is afford-
able and alluring for the
consumers.

This addition to the 12th
generation of moto g series,
boasts apOLED display-
which enables an almost
bezel less design that pro-
duces life like colors with a
10-bit technology for a bil-
lion colours and DCI-P3
color gamutfor a  true-to-
life, ultra-immersive experi-
enceon your phone.

Motorola launches moto g72

Washington, Oct 06: 

India's support to the poor
and needy during the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis is
remarkable, and other na-
tions should adopt the
Indian move of targeted
cash transfer instead of
broad subsidies, World
Bank President David
Malpass said on Wednesday.

COVID-19 marked the end
of a phase of global
progress in poverty reduc-
tion. During the three
decades that preceded its ar-
rival, more than 1 billion
people escaped extreme
poverty. The incomes of the
poorest nations gained
ground, Malpass said in the
forward to a study -- Poverty
and Shared Prosperity
Report -- released by the
World Bank. The poorest
people bore the steepest
costs of the pandemic -- in-
come losses averaged four

per cent for the poorest 40
per cent, double the losses of
the wealthiest 20 per cent of
the income distribution.
Global inequality rose, as a
result, for the first time in
decades, as per the report.
Malpass in the forward to
the report said the rise in
poverty in poorer countries
reflects economies that are
more informal, social pro-
tection systems that are
weaker, and financial sys-
tems that are less developed.
Yet several developing
economies achieved notable
successes during COVID-19.
"Helped by digital cash
transfers, India managed to

provide food or cash support
to a remarkable 85 per cent
of rural households and 69
per cent of urban house-
holds. South Africa initiated
its biggest expansion of the
social safety net in a genera-
tion, spending USD 6 billion
on poverty relief that bene-
fited nearly 29 million peo-
ple," Malpass said.

Brazil managed to reduce
extreme poverty in 2020 de-
spite an economic contrac-
tion, primarily using a fami-
ly-based digital cash-trans-
fer system. In short, fiscal
policy -- prudently used and
considering the initial coun-
try conditions in terms of
fiscal space -- does offer op-
portunities for policymak-
ers in developing economies
to step up the fight against
poverty and inequality. To
realise the potential of fiscal
measures, the report calls
for action on three fronts,
Malpass said.

India’s support to poor during COVID-19
remarkable, says WB President

M
arathi actress Bhagyashree Milind is set to
star in the upcoming thriller web series
'Athang' which also features Nivedita Joshi

Saraf, Dhairya, Urmila Kothare and Sandip Khare.
Talking about the same, Bhagyashree said in a

statement: "I am really excited for this one since it
is definitely going to take the viewers on a thrilling
ride. It feels great to be part of such a story which
will reach a global audience and show the power
of the digital world." The actress, who has done
Marathi films such as 'Balak Palak', '35 Percent
Katthavar Pass' and 'Ubuntu', expressed her
excitement on her OTT debut with a Marathi
horror-thriller series which revolves around
a young man, who is haunted by a soul and
he had to find a way out. She added: "Being
an actor and to be able to be part of genres
less explored is what one looks forward to.
This is my very first series in the Marathi
OTT space. Producer and actor Tejaswini
Pandit also opened up on being a part of
the series and said: "Our industry needs
brave stories. It is a thrilling experience to
back an innovative concept and associate
with (Bardapurkar), not only as an actor
but as a creator now." The series has been
directed by Jayant Pawar, who is known
for his films 'Love Lagna Locha' and
'Bhetali Ti Punha 2'. It is presented by
Akshay Bardapurkar and produced by
Creative Viibe Productions of Santosh
Kher and Tejaswini Pandit and will be
streaming on Planet Marathi OTT.

ACROSS

1. Plumbing problem

5. Ardent

10. Farmer's harvest

14. Not active

15. Boxing locale

16. Assistant

17. Autograph

18. Circus leader

20. School org.

21. Doctor's "at once!"

22. Creature

23. Knife holder

25. Long, narrative poem

28. Sweet course

30. Poker word

34. Toil

37. Guinness of "Star Wars"

38. Couturier Christian ____

39. Everlasting

41. Hair cleanser

43. Memo

44. Celebrity

46. Rosters

47. Mineral springs

48. Nonprofessional

50. Guitarist ____ Clapton

51. Changes for the better

55. Those who fib

59. Play divisions

61. Animosity

62. Satisfactory

65. Actor ____ Penn

66. Ship's bottom

67. Baseball blunder

68. Tart

69. Whirlpool

70. In want

71. Hideaways

DOWN

1. Speech problems

2. Mrs. Bunker

3. Water plants

4. Barbie's guy

5. Our planet's

6. Diva's offering

7. Refined

8. Part of the UK

9. Ewe's mate

10. Example

11. Pinup ____ Hayworth

12. Certain poems

13. Sassy

19. NBC's rival

21. Howard ____ of radio

24. Cherishes

26. Established in advance

27. Skin irritation

29. Deli sausage

30. Respect
31. Flask sips
32. Horn sound
33. Greek god
34. Telescope part
35. On the peak
36. Greek consonant
40. Not nearby
42. Grads
45. Ghastly
49. Diner
50. Sixth sense (abbr.)
52. Brother's daughter
53. Sap
54. Mails
55. Huron, e.g.
56. Cooled
57. Passed effortlessly
58. Depend
60. Lump of dirt
63. ____-gallon hat
64. "We ____ Family"
65. Unhappy
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It could be that you're trying to com-
municate with someone in a matter
regarding love and romance and it
simply isn't working. You're apt to feel
like you need a translator in order to
get your message across. Both you and
your partner need to share responsibil-
ity for making sure that the lines of
communication remain open. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

This is a fantastic time for you for love and
romance, Pisces, even if there's a bit of cool-
ness between you and the person you care
about. It's possible that there needs to be an
element of distance now for you to really appre-
ciate the good thing you have. If you aren't
involved with someone now, you should find
that you're in a good position to make a move
toward someone you feel strongly about.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

It's one thing to be a friend and it's another to
feed someone's ego just to make him or her
happy, Aries. Make sure that you aren't telling
someone lies just because you know that that
is what he or she wants to hear. A true friend is
someone who is honest at all times, even if it
means that you may temporarily hurt that per-
son's feelings.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It's critical that you not try to gain the love
and appreciation of another by controlling
their decisions, Taurus. It's time to let the peo-
ple around you set their own rules and bound-
aries. Give that special person space to decide
what's best, then you can take action accord-
ingly. It may be that you discover things about
this person that you probably would never
have known if you called all the shots.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might need to put on the brakes today
when it comes to love and romance, Gemini.
Don't think that this means you have to
break off any sort relationship that's in the
works but realize that you may need to take
a more realistic approach to how you handle
it. The problem is that you may be getting so
caught up in the fantasy of things that you
aren't tending to practicalities.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Things should be going quite well for you
today, Cancer, and you will find that
aspects of your life that may have felt dis-
connected in the past are finally slipping
into place. Have faith that all your
painstaking planning and organizing is
finally going to pay off. This is especially
true in love and romance. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Restriction and discipline might not be
your forte, Leo, but realize that this may
be exactly the type of thing that you need
the most. Try not to expend your energy
in too many directions. Focus and chan-
nel your efforts into the things you con-
sider the most important. Make sure that
most of your day is spent tending to
these things. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Appreciate the good things you have today,
Virgo. Don't let another day go by without
really paying homage to the people who've
helped you grow along the way. Take a
walk. Climb a tree or help a child build a
tree house. Connect with your spiritual side
that finds satisfaction in where you are now
instead of always feeling a need to search
for something bigger and better.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

When it comes to matters of love and
romance, you may need to tone things
down a bit, Libra. An aggressive
approach now may drive your loved one
further away from you instead of draw-
ing him or her closer. Remember that
love is a two-way street. Don't just do
things the way you'd like to do them. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may find that your love is incredibly
magnetic now, Scorpio. All you need to do
is be yourself and suddenly people flock
your way. There are terrific opportunities
for you to strengthen the bonds you have
with the people you care about the most.
Solidify your relationship with soft
romantic words and actions. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Consider taking a more conservative
approach to your actions today,
Sagittarius, as well as to the way you
dress. Others may be rather put off by
something that comes across as too
flashy. Fashion is apt to be a significant
concern for you now, which is fine.
Don't underestimate the power of per-
sonal appearance.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Romantic relationships may not exactly be
going as well as you'd like, Capricorn, but
don't get discouraged. Hang in there and
you will find that things eventually come
around your way. You may need to strength-
en your internal sense of confidence, since
it's doubtful that you will get much support
from interactions with the people around
you.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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W
ell-known Tamil
actor and Bigg
Boss contestant

Harish Kalyan announced
that he would be marry-
ing the love of his life,
Narmada Udayakumar.

Taking to Twitter, the
actor said, "With all my
heart, for all my life. I'm
extremely happy to intro-
duce Narmada
Udayakumar, my wife-to-
be. Love you to bits. With
God's blessings, as we
begin our forever, we seek
double the love from you
all, now and always."

The actor also shared a
statement on his timeline
that read, "Dear All, I have
been fortunate enough to
have experienced the gift
of unconditional love and
affection all through my
life.

He further mentioned,
"Right from my childhood,
where my parents encour-
aged every little dream of
mine, and now, where you
all have shown me so
much love and support;
each of you that helped

me imprint my little steps
in the world of cinema --
sharing every success and
milestone with you has
been the most satisfying
part of my journey."

Continuing further, he
wrote, "And now, with a
heart full of happiness, I
am writing to share the
joy of celebrating the start
of an important journey
in my personal life."

"With the blessings of
our parents, families,
friends from film fraterni-
ty and otherwise, media
fraternity, my dear most
fans and all well-wishers, I
am delighted to announce
my marriage with
Narmada Udayakumar",
he added.

The actor concluded his
statement as he wrote
about starting a new chap-
ter, "As we embark on a
new life journey to ex-
plore and reinvent our-
selves together, we seek
double the blessings and
love from you all, now and
always. With Love, Harish
Kalyan."

Actor Harish
Kalyan set to

marry the love
of his life

Bhagyashree 
Milind makes OTT

debut with Marathi
series ‘Athang’

A
nostalgic evening
filled with beauti-
ful memories, emo-

tions and laughter awaits
you this weekend!
Saluting the ‘Badshah of
stand-up comedy’, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s The Kapil
Sharma Show will see
renowned comedians -
Vijay Ishwarlal Pawar
(VIP), Khayali Saharan,
Ahsaan Qureshi, Sunil
Pal, Rajiv Thakur, Navin
Prabhakar, Rehman
Khan, Suresh Albela,
Rajeev Nigam, Rajat Sood,
Jayvijay Sachan, Kettan
Singh come together on
the biggest comedy show
to pay a be-fitting tribute
to the late comedian, Raju
Srivastav this and Sunday,
8th and 9th October at 9:30
pm. The Indian comedy
fraternity lost its brightest
star in the form of Raju
Srivastav and to commem-
orate his work, all these 13
comedians will honour
him in their respective
style of comedy and talk
about their fond memo-
ries they shared with late

Indian comedian, Raju
Srivastav.

Known to leave his
guests in splits with his
witty humour, host Kapil
Sharma for the first time
will be seen getting emo-
tional while he talks about
his friend, late Raju
Srivastav and the time
they worked together in
the show. The host will
also go on to sing Raj
Kapoor’s legendary song
‘Jeena Yaha Marna Yaha’

that still touches millions
of hearts making every-
one emotional. While we
all have seen Raju
Srivastav in many avatars
Kapil will reveal how he
once fought with a cable
guy just to watch the leg-
end perform on screen.
Not only this, but each co-
median will also perform
in their signature style ho-
nouring the beloved come-
dian and talk on how he
has been an inspiration to

each one of them in the
comedy genre. Khayali
Saharan will share his
warmest memories with
Raju in the form of poetry
while Navin Prabhakar
will showcase his popular
‘Pehchan Kaun act’ as he
talks about the late Raju
Srivastav.

Tune in to The Kapil
Sharma Show every
Saturday and Sunday at
9:30pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Indian comedy fraternity pay
tribute to late Raju Srivastav

A
fter two-year hia-
tus, the famous
Luv-Kush Ramlila

at Red Fort, Delhi, is back
with all its glory and
grandeur! And joining
these grand celebrations
were Indian television’s
most loved on-screen
Jodi - Vibhuti Narayan
Mishra (Aasif Sheikh)
and Anita Mishra
(Vidisha Srivastava),
from &TV’s cult-comedy
show, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai. Captivated by the
Dilliwallas’ warm wel-
come and high energy,
the beautiful rendition of
the Hindu epic
Ramayana, staged in the
run-up to Dussehra, and
live crowd interaction,
this is what the actors
had to say about their re-
cent visit.

Sharing his excite-
ment, Aasif Sheik, aka
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra,
said, “The crowd was
simply amazing at Red
Fort’s Ramlila! There
was so much affection
and high energy, with
them calling out to us
and cheering for us. It
was one of the most

memorable moments.
The Luv-Kush Ramila is
one of the most sought-
after celebrations visited
by millions across the
county. This year’s cele-
brations were a notch
higher and mesmerising.
It was also extra special
for everyone as their
favourite Ramlila re-
turned after a two-year
gap. And the entire expe-
rience, without a doubt,
was one of the finest. As
a kid, I often visited here
with my family to watch
Ramlila. I had never
imagined, one day, being
on this stage and inter-
acting with the crowd
about my show and char-
acter. It is my second visit
as an actor. In 2019, I at-
tended it with my co-
actor, Rohitashv (Tiwari
Ji), and we had fantastic
crowd interactions way
back then too! We are
thankful to the entire or-
ganising committee for
giving us this wonderful
opportunity to partici-
pate in this grand cele-
bration and witness the
magnificent perform-
ance.

Aasif & Vidisha attend

‘Luv-Kush Ramlila’

Bollywood actress Kangana
Ranaut, who is busy with

her upcoming directorial
'Emergency', celebrated the
festival of Dussehra with CRPF
jawans (personnel) on
Wednesday. The actress took
to her social media to share
pictures of the shastra pooja
(Hindu tradition of worship-
ping the weapons) on the
occasion of Dussehra along
with CRPF jawans. She shared
the pictures in the story sec-
tion of her Instagram. She
wrote on the pictures, "Desh ki
jo raksha karte hain, Ishwar
unke raksha kare (May the
Almighty take care of those
who protect our nation)."
Kangana further mentioned in
her social media pictures:
"Dharm se aap chahe Jo bhi ho
lekin jo karm se Kshatriya hai
unhe Vijayadashami pe sirf ek

he Sandesh, Vijaybhavaa (One
may follow any religion, but
those who are Kshatriya by
deed, I have only one message
for them, may you win at
everything in life)."

Kangana celebrates 
Dussehra with CRPF personnel,

performs shastra pooja

O
n the auspicious oc-
casion of
D u s s e h r a ,

Bollywood actress
Mugdha Godse spoke
about the festivities and
shared how she celebrates
the festival. The actress
said that she cleans up her
house and decorates it to
ward off any evil or nega-
tive forces. "I celebrate
Dussehra by decorating
my home in a traditional
way. The main door is
decked up with a lovely
toran (a door hanging dec-
orated with flowers or
mango leaves). I move the
furniture around to wel-
come Dussehra."

Mugdha Godse talks about
her Dussehra celebrations
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Sylhet , Oct 06 (PTI):

India would expect that
opener Shafali Verma
comes out of the lean
patch she has been endur-
ing for some time and the
team extends its domina-
tion of Pakistan when the
two arch-rivals clash in
their women's Asia Cup
T20 match, here Friday.

The Indian team gave
ample game time to its
fringe players, making as
many as eight changes in
the last two games, but
against Pakistan -- one of
title contenders -- the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led
side is expected to have full
strength team on the field.
Pakistan are coming into
the contest after suffering
a shock four-wicket defeat
at the hands of minnows
Thailand on Thursday.

The two sides currently
occupy the top two spot in
the points table with India,
who have won three games
on the trot, leading the
table. While an India-
Pakistan tie always gener-
ates hype, the recent two
matches between the two
sides failed to produce a
close game with India win-
ning comfortably. India

were at their ruthless best
as they brushed aside
Pakistan at the
Commonwealth Games in
July. In fact, India have
won the last five meeting
against the neighbours in
the format easily.

After being rested for a
game each, the star open-

ers Shafali Verma and
Smriti Mandhana will be
expected to provide a
strong start. The big-hit-
ting Shafali will be feeling
the pressure as she still
looks low on confidence.
She was able to spend
some time in the middle in
the match against

Malaysia but looked
scratchy and far from her
best. The teenager will be
eager to shake off the rust
and play some dominant
knocks with the T20 World
Cup fast approaching. On
the other hand, Mandhana
and skipper Kaur are com-
ing off stellar performanc-

es in the white-ball series
against England.

Jemimah Rodrigues,
who returned to the side
after a wrist injury, is in
imperious touch. After
notching up her career-
best score in the opener,
she brought her second
consecutive half-century of
the tournament and along
with all-rounder with
Deepti Sharma inspired a
win against UAE. The
bowlers have continued to
be clinical in all three
games.

On the other hand,
Pakistan batters, who were
hardly tested in the wins
over Malaysia and
Bangladesh, had the per-
fect opportunity to get
some runs under their
belts. But, barring opener
Sidra Ameen who scored a
fifty, they failed to impress,
failing to breach the 120-
run mark against
Thailand. Their bowling
attack, which has been
clinical in the tournament,
had few runs to defend.
Their batters will have
their task cut out against a
confident and firing India
bowling attack.

Women’s Asia Cup: India look to
continue domination over Pakistan

Match starts 1pm IST.

Sylhet, Oct 06:

Pakistan women cricket
team were handed a stun-
ning four-wicket loss by
Thailand women cricket
in the ongoing Women’s
Asia Cup 2022 in Sylhet,
Bangladesh, on Thursday.
Chasing a modest 117 to
win, the Thai women com-
pleted a tense win with
one ball remaining led by
opener Natthakan
Chantham’s brilliant half-
century.

Chantham smashed 61
off just 51 balls to lay the
foundation for Thailand’s
most famous cricket win.
Her knock was studded
with two sixes and five
fours. The next highest
scorer was Thailand cap-
tain Naruemoi Chaiwai,
who scored 17.

Thailand needed 10 runs
to win in the final with
four wickets in hand but
Rosenan Kanoh came up
with the crucial boundary
off Pakistan’s Diana Baig
to ease the pressure and
guide the team home with
one ball remaining.

“We are very excited.
Pakistan are a strong side.
We want to beat every
team but at the moment
we just enjoyed our field-
ing and batting. I want my
team to have fun and the

win comes automatically.
In the last two games, we
didn't bowl correct length
and line. Today they did it
pretty well,” Thailand cap-
tain Chaiwai said after the
win.

Earlier, Pakistan women
team were restricted to
116/5 in spite of half-cen-
tury by opener Sidra
Ameen. Apart from Sidra,
no other Pakistan batter
could cross the 20-run
mark. Sornnarin Tippoch
was the pick of the
Thailand bowlers, claim-
ing 2/20. “Quite disap-
pointed the way we batted.

The batters haven’t shown
the intent. Of course bat-
ting let the down. The set
batters were there and
they weren’t able to put a
good score. 130 plus would
be a good total. They didn’t
show intent, that was dis-
appointing for me as a cap-
tain,” Pakistan captain
Bismah Maroof said.

Pakistan will next take
on arch-rivals Team India
in their next match on
Friday. Harmanpreet
Kaur's Team are currently
leading the points table
with three wins in three
matches.

Thailand shocks
Pakistan in Asia Cup

New Delhi, Oct 06 (PTI):

It has been a decade but
Bhuvneshwar Kumar's debut in
what was the last bilateral series
between India and Pakistan,
seems like yesterday.

The very second delivery of
his international career swung
away and after pitching vicious-
ly tailed in to disturb opener
Nasir Jamshed's timber.

Bhuvneshwar has not bowled
such a delivery in the last two
years. There were some good
spells but against good teams,
that magic or x-factor' has been
distinctly missing.

He has, since that delivery,
played 78 T20Is and a career
economy rate of 7.02 appears
more than decent but what has
proved to be the Meerut man's
undoing is handling the respon-
sibility during the death overs.
Since 2021, Bhuvneshwar has
played 23 T20I games for India
and has got only 15 wickets from
them. But that's not the biggest
worry. The biggest factor is the
159 deliveries he has bowled at
the death (between overs 17 to
20th) and the 266 runs that he
has conceded at an economy
rate of 10.03.

He has conceded 23 extras but
more importantly has been
smashed for 20 fours and 12
sixes in those 23 innings.

These are the numbers which
are far from satisfactory. In fact,
scary, because Bhuvneshwar
will be the leader of a rag-tag
Indian attack at the T20 World
Cup with the team management
still unsure how Mohammed
Shami would shape up.

Harbhajan Singh, a member
of the 2007 T20 World Cup team
feels, that on current form and
skill-sets, Deepak Chahar
should be picked ahead of
Bhuvneshwar.

He reckons that having both
of them in the same squad will
make the attack look a bit uni-di-
mensional.

Harbhajan in fact did an
analysis of each of the bowlers
going into World Cup.

Missing Jasprit Bumrah
"Jassi (Bumrah's nickname) is

the only Indian bowler, who can
take pitch out of equation be-
cause of the accuracy rate of his
blockhole deliveries,"
Harbhajan explained why the
bowling attack wouldn't be as ef-

fective as it could have been with
Bumrah. "To bowl yorkers, you
need certain skills and it has
nothing to do with the track.
Yes, Jassi also gets hit but he
will get hit only twice may be
out of 10 balls. That's why he is
exceptional," he elaborated.

Deepak Chahar vs
Bhuvneshwar Kumar

debate
With Shami's recovery post

Covid, still being monitored,
Chahar's incisive bowling at the
start is something that can only
get India wickets, feels the 'tur-
banator'. "Deepak Chahar is the
only bowler, who can get the ball
to swing up-front and both ways
and looks like getting  2-3 wickets
in Powerplay. "His inswinger is as
lethal as his outswing and he can
even get to move in non-con-
ducive conditions. At this stage,
where we stand today, Deepak is a
better-skilled bowler in present
scenario compared to
Bhuvneshwar. "Bhuvi has loads
of experience and he will pull off
games but 8-10 runs in 19th over
doesn't hurt but moment it is 15
and above, the match slips away.
So Deepak would be my choice."

Arshdeep has courage but
needs experience

Arshdeep Singh's is still a
fledgling career but among the
three bowlers in the main quad,
he had the most decent economy
rate of 8.03 since 2021. He has
conceded 166 runs in 121 balls
and in the death overs has gone
for only four sixes.

Decoding Harshal Patel's
issues

Harshal Patel after an as-
tounding 51 wickets from two
IPL seasons (32 in 2021 and 19 in
2022) had become the toast of
the nation with his variation of
dipping slower deliveries. But a
look at Harshal's death overs
stats for India will make anyone
shudder. He has bowled 172 balls
in 21 innings at the death since
his debut and has conceded 312
runs at an economy rate of 10.88
but more importantly has been
hit for more sixes than fours,
managing just 13 wickets.\ In
fact, batters have hit 25 maxi-
mums off his deliveries along
with 16 boundaries. What has
actually gone wrong with
Harshal, who has otherwise

been pretty regular bowling at
least three of his quota of four
overs between 15th to 20th in an
innings for RCB in IPL?
"Harshal probably has a better
slower delivery than any Indian
bowlers who play T20. But there
is a rider. For Harshal Patel's
slower delivery to be effective,
the pitch needs to grip and hold
up (in common lingo, balls
needs to stop and come).

Umran Malik
He has the x-factor and he

can go for a lot of runs as his
inexperience may lead him to
be a bit wayward with his line
and length but not many in
world cricket are blessed with
150 clicks speed and if he can
at least get 3-4 menacing deliv-
eries in a two-over spell, at
least a wicket or two could be
assured.

Umran is going as a net
bowler but Harbhajan won't
mind if Chetan Sharma and
Rahul Dravid make a leap of
faith and include him in case
of Mohammed Shami is un-
available. "I think entire coun-
try is praying for Shami but
we need contingency ready, if
he is unavailable."

Death Overs: India in search of ‘Last Action Hero’
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Al Khobar, Oct 06 (PTI):

Thanglalsoun Gangte
scored a brace to guide
India to a crucial 3-0 win
over Kuwait in the AFC U-
17 Asian Cup 2023
Qualifiers here on
Thursday.

India had registered a
commanding 5-0 win
against the Maldives in
their previous match.

Two goals from Gangte
gave the Indian side three
points. Goalkeeper Sahil
also shone through with a
notable display, making a
number of crucial saves,
ensuring a hard-earned
clean sheet.

The first half began with
the Indian side in the ascen-
dancy right from kick-off.

The first big chance came
in the ninth minute as
Gangte headed the ball into
the net from a corner-kick
opportunity. However, the
referee had blown for a foul
in the build-up. Three min-
utes later, skipper
Vanlalpeka Guite stung the
palms of the Kuwait custo-
dian with a low, fizzing shot
that was saved. The pres-
sure continued to build and
the reward came in the 16th
minute as Bibiano
Fernandes' side took the
lead. A delicious long ball
from centreback Manjot
Singh Dhami found Korou
in space down the right
flank. The winger charged
and played a pinpoint cross
for the onrushing Gangte,
who provided a clinical

first-time finish. India cus-
todian Sahil was called into
action on a couple of occa-
sions and produced some
fine saves towards the end
of the first half to ensure a
clean sheet.

After the half-time inter-
val, the game continued
from where it left off as
both sides continued to
push for advantage.

Two minutes after the
hour mark, Korou headed
narrowly over the bar from
a corner-kick chance.
However, four minutes
later, he was on hand to
double India's advantage as
the Blue Colts raced for-
ward on a counter-attack.

Guite fired in an inviting
low cross from the left and
the winger slammed it
home with aplomb.

Sahil was called into ac-
tion yet again in the 69th
minute, producing a flying
save to deny Khaled once
again. The stop proved to be
crucial as the Indian team
struck another blow just
two minutes later as Gangte
scored his second.

Dubai, Oct 05 (PTI):

The Indian trio of Smriti
Mandhana, Harmanpreet
Kaur and Axar Patel was on
Wednesday nominated ICC
'Player of the Month' award
in the women and men's
categories for September.

Skipper Kaur and vice-
captain Mandhana have
been shortlisted for the
very first time and if one of
them goes on to win will
then become the first ever
India player to win the
Women's Player of the
Month award, thanks to
stellar performances in
both ODI and T20I series in
England.

Axar, on the other hand,
has been nominated for the
men's Player of the Month
following a series of im-
pressive and restrictive
bowling displays against
Australia and South Africa.

Despite a disappointing
T20I series in England at
the start of the month,
Kaur was in imperious
form during the subsequent
ODI series which followed.
Scoring 221 runs across the
three matches, she guided
her side over the finishing

line in the first match with
a controlled 74 not out, be-
fore she clinched the series
for her team in style in the
second match, striking an
unbeaten 143 to seal a his-
toric first ODI series victo-
ry for her side in England
since 1999.

Another of the leading
lights of India's batting
lineup, and last year's win-
ner of the Rachael Heyhoe
Flint Trophy for ICC
Women's Cricketer of the
Year, Mandhana also ex-
celled during her time in
England in September.

She scored consistently
across both white-ball se-
ries, highlighted by her un-
beaten 79 during the first
T20I in Derby and 91 in the

first ODI in Canterbury
both match winning contri-
butions.

Mandhana also ended the
month averaging over 50 in
both formats, and with a
strike-rate of 137 in the
T20Is, underlining the scale
of her successes during the
month.

Bangladesh's Nigar
Sultana, who captained her
side to seal their place at
the ICC Women's T20 World
Cup in South Africa in 2023
is the third nominee in the
women's category.

So often a key threat in
India's bowling attack,
Axar enjoyed a prolific
September to earn his first
nomination for Player of
the Month.

Surat, Oct 06 (PTI):

Top seed B Sai Praneeth
of Telangana and
Chhattisgarh's Aakarshi
Kashyap produced su-
perlative performances to
claim the men's and
women's singles bad-
minton gold medals re-
spectively in the National
Games here on Thursday.

While Praneeth, a for-
mer world championships
bronze medallist, had to
work hard for his 21-11 12-
21 21-16 victory over
Karnataka's Mithun
Manjunath in the men's
singles final, Aakarshi

saw off top seed Malvika
Bansod of Maharashtra
21-8 22-20 in the women's
singles summit clash.

T h i r t y - y e a r - o l d
Praneeth's success meant
that Telangana grabbed
three gold medals in bad-
minton. They had won the
mixed team and women's
doubles titles earlier.

Praneeth dominated the
opening game, jumping to
an 8-2 lead and never look-
ing back. However, Mithun
came back stronger in the
second game but eventual-
ly could do nothing but ac-
knowledge that he was
outplayed.

Praneeth, Aakarshi clinch
men’s and women’s singles

titles at National Games

Harmanpreet, Mandhana, Axar 
nominated for ICC ‘Player of the Month’

India record 3-0 win over Kuwait

̈ Maintain clean slate
in AFC U-17 Asian
Cup Qualifiers


