
Ayodhya Cantt
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
has approved renaming
the Faizabad Cantt as
Ayodhya Cantonment,
official sources said on
Tuesday. The renaming of
the Cantonment comes
ahead of Dussehra cele-
brations. The Faizabad
Cantt will be known as
Ayodhya Cantonment,"
said a source. 

Vande Bharat
AAuurraannggaabbaadd:: The
Marathwada Rail Coach
Factory at Latur in central
Maharashtra will manufac-
ture nearly 1,600 coaches
for the upgraded version
of Vande Bharat Express
trains in the coming years
and each of them will cost
Rs 8 crore to Rs 9 crore,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said. He said
the advanced version of
Vande Bharat trains will be
able to attain maximum
speed of 200 km per hour
(kmph).

Green crackers 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Vishwa Hindu
Parishad's Delhi unit on
Tuesday asked the city
government to lift the ban
on green crackers for
Dussehra celebrations.
Due to the ban on fire-
crackers, there have been
"difficulties" in holding
Ravana effigy burning pro-
grammes, the organisation
said in a statement.

Roof collapses
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: In yet another
incident, the ceiling of a
hostel room at Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
partially collapsed,
exposing the crumbling
condition of the varsity
infrastructure.The inci-
dent took place in
Godavari Hostel when
parts of the ceiling fell
directly on a study table.
Residents of the room did
not suffer any injury but a
laptop was damaged,
said Swati Singh, who
lives in the same hostel.
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BRIEF

Jharkhand Armed Police (JAP) 
personnel perform 'Shastra Puja' 

on 'Maha Navami' during 'Navratri'
festival, in Ranchi, Tuesday.

GREETINGSGREETINGS

Central Chronicle wishes 
its readers, advertisers, 
patrons and well-wishers a

very happy 

DDUUSSSSEEHHRRAA

NoticeNotice

The offices and press of

Central Chronicle will 

remain closed on

Wednesday 05/10/2022

owing to Dussehra.

Therefore next issue will

be published on Friday,

07th October 2022.

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt

Jammu, Oct )4 (PTI): 

Jammu, Oct 4 (PTI)
Jammu and Kashmir's
Director General
(Prisons) Hemant K
Lohia was found mur-
dered at his residence
here, police said, assert-
ing that his domestic help
has emerged as the main
suspect in the case.

Director General of
Police Dilbag Singh de-
scribed the incident as
"extremely unfortunate"
and said a manhunt had
been launched to nab the
domestic help identified
as Yasir Ahmed, who is
absconding.

Giving details, Singh
told PTI that the suspect

had even attempted to set
ablaze the body of 57-
year-old Lohia, who was
promoted and appointed
as Director General of
Prisons in the Union
Territory in August.

Additional Director
General of Police,
Jammu zone, Mukesh
Singh, who visited the
house of Lohia at
Udaiwala on the out-

skirts of Jammu, said the
1992-batch IPS officer was
found dead on Monday
night, with burn injuries
on his body and his
throat slit.

Stockholm, Oct 04 (AP) 

Three scientists jointly
won this year's Nobel
Prize in physics on
Tuesday for their work on
quantum information sci-
ence that has significant
applications, for example
in the field of encryption.

Frenchman Alain
Aspect, American John F
Clauser and Austrian
Anton Zeilinger were
cited by the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences for
discovering the way that
particles known as pho-
tons can be linked, or "en-
tangled," with each other
even when they are sepa-
rated by large distances.

"Quantum information
science is a vibrant and
rapidly developing field,"
said Eva Olsson, a mem-
ber of the Nobel commit-

tee. "It has broad and po-
tential implications in
areas such as secure infor-
mation transfer, quantum
computing and sensing
technology." "Its origin
can be traced to that of
quantum mechanics," she

said. "Its predictions have
opened doors to another
world, and it has also
shaken the very founda-
tions of how we interpret
measurements." Speaking
by phone to a news confer-
ence after the announce-

ment, Zeilinger said he
was "still kind of shocked"
at hearing he had received
the award.

"But it's a very positive
shock," said Zeilinger, 77,
who is based at the
University of Vienna.

Clauser, Aspect, and
Zeilinger have figured in
Nobel speculation for
more than a decade. In
2010 they won the Wolf
Prize in Israel, seen as a
possible precursor to the
Nobel.

While physicists often
tackle problems that ap-
pear at first glance to be
far removed from every-
day concerns tiny parti-
cles and the vast myster-
ies of space and time their
research provides the
foundations for many
practical applications of
science.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

The National Green
Tribunal has directed a
builder in Noida to pay a
compensation of Rs 15
crore for building extra
floors in violation of the
environmental clearance
(EC) conditions, saying it
placed an extra pollution
load on the environment.

The green panel was
hearing a petition
against the violation of
EC conditions by Express
Builders and Promoters
Private Limited in con-
structing 'Express
Zenith' at Sector 77 in
Noida.

A bench headed by
NGT Chairperson
Justice A K Goel said it
was established while EC
was granted for ground

plus 18 floors, the builder
had constructed ground
plus 19 floors in five tow-
ers. The bench, also com-
prising Justice Sudhir
Agarwal and expert
members A Senthil Vel
and Afroz Ahmad, said
the construction of extra
floors placed an extra
pollution load on the en-
vironment and the
builder was accountable
for paying deterrent com-
pensation on the 'Polluter
Pays' principle.

"Having regard to the
situation that the 19th
Floors in five towers have
been sold and occupied
and the demolition will
affect third party rights,
we consider it appropri-
ate to levy compensation
with deterrent element,"
the bench said.

Ten mountaineers
killed in avalanche
Uttarkashi, Oct 4 (PTI) 

Ten mountaineers were killed in
an avalanche at Mount
Draupadi Ka Danda - II peak in
Uttarakhand's Uttarkashi dis-
trict on Tuesday, officials said.
A team of 34 trainee moun-
taineers and seven instructors
from the Nehru Institute of
Mountaineering (NIM) was
caught in an avalanche while
returning, NIM Principal Colonel
Amit Bisht said. Ten bodies
were sighted, of which four
have been recovered, he added.
The avalanche occurred at 8.45
am, he said.
Uttarkashi Disaster
Management Officer Devendra
Patwal said eight of those
trapped were rescued by their
team members.
The National Disaster Response
Force, State Disaster Response
Force, the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police and a team of moun-
taineers from the NIM have
launched rescue operations,
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami said in a tweet.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

Air Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari on Tuesday
made it clear that the
Indian Air Force is not op-
posed to the tri-services
theaterisation plan but as-
serted that the doctrinal
aspects of the force should
not be compromised by the
proposed structures.

At a press conference
ahead of the Air Force
Day on October 8, he said
the IAF has recently up-
dated and revised its doc-
trine to keep it relevant,
noting that no single serv-
ice can win wars on its
own. Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari said the IAF
has reservations about
certain aspects of the pro-

posed structures under the
tri-services integration
process, but it supports the
overall plan that aims to
ensure tri-services syner-
gy. With Gen Anil
Chauhan taking charge as
the new Chief of Defence

Staff last week, it is ex-
pected that the ambitious
theaterisation process of
the three services will see
forward movement.

"We are not opposing
any process of integration
and any process of theatre
commands. We have cer-
tain reservations in re-
spect to the structures," he
said while responding to a
question on the plan.

According to the plan,
each of the theatre com-
mands will have units of
the Army, the Navy and
the Air Force and all of
them will work as a single
entity looking after securi-
ty challenges in a specified
geographical territory
under an operational com-
mander.

Mumbai, Oct 04 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday granted bail to former
Maharashtra home minister
Anil Deshmukh in an alleged
money laundering case.
Justice N J Jamadar pronounced
the order.
Earlier, the Supreme Court had
directed the HC to hear and
decide the NCP leader's plea
expeditiously as it was pending
for six months.
His lawyers Vikram Chaudhari
and Aniket Nikam argued that
considering his age (72), health
and the fact that he had no
criminal antecedents he should
be granted bail. Additional
Solicitor General Anil Singh,
appearing for the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), opposed the

application arguing that
Deshmukh did not suffer from
any ailments that cannot be
treated at jail hospital. Arrested
by the ED in November 2021,
Deshmukh is now in judicial
custody. The ED booked him
after the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) registered a
corruption case against him fol-
lowing allegations made by for-
mer Mumbai Police commis-
sioner Param Bir Singh. The ED
claimed that Deshmukh mis-
used his official position and
collected Rs 4.7 crore from vari-
ous bars and restaurants in
Mumbai. The ill-gotten money
was channelled to Nagpur-
based Shri Sai Shikshan
Sansthan, an educational trust
controlled by his family, it
alleged.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

Amid a debate on the free-
bies, the Election
Commission on Tuesday
proposed amending the
model code to ask political
parties to provide authentic
information to voters on the
financial viability of their
poll promises.

In a letter to all recognised
national and state parties,
the Election Commission
asked them to submit their
views on the proposals by
October 19.

The EC said empty poll
promises have far-reaching
ramifications, and added it
cannot overlook the undesir-

able impact inadequate dis-
closures on election promis-
es have on financial sustain-
ablity. "The Commission
notes that the consequences
of inadequate disclosures by
political parties get attenuat-
ed by the fact that elections
are held frequently, provid-
ing opportunities for politi-
cal parties to indulge in com-
petitive electoral promises,
particularly in multi-phase
elections, without having to
spell out their financial im-
plications more particularly
on committed expenditure,"
the letter said.

The EC letter comes weeks
after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi derided the
"revdi" culture, a reference to
freebies offered by political
parties, triggering a war of
words between the BJP and
opposition parties. The issue
of freebies is now being de-

bated in the Supreme Court.
The poll panel has pro-

posed to amend the Model
Code of Conduct to add a
proforma to Part VIII
(Guidelines on election man-
ifesto) of the MCC.

It will require political
parties to inform voters
about the financial feasibili-
ty of promises made in their
manifestos and also whether
they are sustainable within
the financial space of the
state or the Union govern-
ment. The proposed profor-
ma seeks details of revenue
generation ways (through
additional tax, if any), ratio-
nalising expenditure (cut-
ting some schemes, if so re-
quired), impact on commit-
ted liabilities and/or raising
of further debt and its im-
pact on Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management
Act (FRBM) limits.

Hyderabad, Oct 04 (PTI) 

In an unusual festival
gift, a ruling TRS leader at
Warangal in Telangana on
Tuesday distributed chick-
ens and liquor to 200 work-
ers on the occasion of
'Dussehra' and wished a
grand success to Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao who is
expected to foray into na-
tional politics.

Rajanala Srihari, the
TRS leader, told PTI that he
distributed a fowl (weigh-
ing about 2 kg) and a quar-
ter bottle of liquor each to
200 poor workers (hamali).

The distribution was
made after offering
prayers on the occasion of
'Dussehra' festival.

He wished that
Chandrasekhar Rao, who
is expected to venture into

national politics on
Wednesday after renaming
the TRS, should become
the Prime Minister of the
country.

He also wished that
Rao's son K T Rama Rao,
who is now the working
president of TRS and a
Minister, should become
the Chief Minister of
Telangana.

When told that the dis-
tribution of liquor by him
may come under criticism,
Srihari recalled that he
had distributed food items
and money to needy peo-
ple, risking his life when
COVID-19 cases were ris-
ing sharply.

His action of distribut-
ing a fowl and a small
quantity of liquor would
make the poor labourers
happy on the occasion of
'Dussehra' festival, he said.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court has
agreed to quash a stalking
case against a man after the
complainant woman said
she does not wish to pursue
it and ordered him to pay Rs
30,000 as cost.

The high court said since
the parties have arrived at a
settlement and no disputes
are pending, it is convinced
that quashing such proceed-
ings on account of compro-
mise will bring about peace
and secure ends of justice.

"This should not be treat-
ed as a legal precedent and
in this case the proceedings
are quashed as the respon-
dent has decided to put a
quietus to the matter. "The
court does not see any fruit-
ful purpose if criminal pro-
ceedings are permitted to be

prosecuted any further. It is
a fit case for quashing. In
this view of the matter,
there is no reason to contin-
ue the proceedings," Justice
Jasmeet Singh said in a re-
cent order.

However, the judge said
he was of the view that con-
siderable time of the police
and judiciary has been
wasted, as the FIR is of 2020
and charge sheet has al-
ready been filed.

"The police machinery
has been put in motion on
account of the acts of com-
mission and omission on be-
half of the parties and use-
ful time of the police which
could have been utilised for
important matters has been
misdirected towards this
case. Hence, the petitioner
(man) must do some social
good," the high court said.

DG Prisons found murdered,
domestic help prime suspect

Director General (Prisons)
Hemant K. Lohia.

JJaammmmuu:: From "I hate my life" and "Dear death I am
waiting for you" to Bollywood songs about sadness
and the final farewell, the recent diary entries of a
man who allegedly killed Jammu and Kashmir
Director General (Prisons) Hemant K Lohia reveal
he was "under depression". In Hindi and broken
English, he has also written in his diary one-line
sentences like: "I want Restart My life", "Zindagi to
bas taklif deti hai, sukoon to maut hi deti hai (life
only hurts, death brigs peace), and "everyday
starts with expectation but ends with bad experience". Lohar, a school
dropout, has also scribbled in his diary a popular Bollywood song from
movie Ashiqui 2 -- "Bhula dena mujhe, hai alvida tujhe" -- in which the
lyrics talks about separation and goodbyes.

‘I hate my life...Dear death waiting for you’

Yasir, 
domestic help.

MAHA NAVAMI CELEBRATIONS

Women perform the 'dhunuchi' dance on the occasion of 'Maha Navami' during ongo-
ing Durga Puja festival celebrations, at Harsundari Puja pandal in Varanasi, Tuesday.

3 physicists share Nobel Prize for
work on quantum science

Secretary General of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences
Hans Ellegren announce the winner of the 2022 Nobel Prize in
Physics, from left to right on the screen, Alain Aspect, John F.
Clauser and Anton Zeilinger, during a press conference.

NGT directs builder to pay
Rs 15 crore compensation

for illegal construction

TRS leader distributes
chickens, liquor to workers

Chief of Air Staff on theaterisation model

IAF’s doctrinal aspects should not
be compromised by new structures

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari speaks

during a press conference
ahead of the 90th Air Force

Day celebrations.

EC proposes change in poll code
̈ It wants parties to

give info on financial
viability of election
promises

HC quashes stalking case
as woman wants quietus

HC grants bail to former
Maha home minister Anil

Deshmukh in ED case

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI) 

Constitution of anti-ragging

committee, regular interaction

and counselling with students,

and surprise inspection in hos-

tels are among the guidelines

issued by UGC for universities

to deal with the menace on

their campuses. “Regular

interaction and counselling

with the students should be

conducted to detect early

signs of ragging and identifi-

cation of trouble-triggers.

Surprise inspection at hostels,

students’ accommodation,

canteens, rest-cum-recreation

rooms, toilets, bus stands and

any other measures which

would augur well in prevent-

ing/quelling ragging and any

uncalled for behaviour or inci-

dent, are suggested,” UGC

Secretary Rajnish Jain said in

a letter to universities.

Probes ordered by 

LG motivated: Sisodia

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Siosida on Tuesday wrote to LG V
K Saxena, accusing him of
bypassing the elected govern-
ment in Delhi and ordering
inquiries into its works in a
“politically motivated and uncon-
stitutional” manner.
Sisodia’s attack came hours after
Saxena directed Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar to conduct a
probe into the alleged irregulari-
ties in in the AAP government’s
power subsidy scheme, and sub-
mit a report within seven days.
The AAP leader said the LG has
no power to issue orders on any
matters concerning the Delhi
government except for land,
police, and law and order.
Stating the LG has been regular-
ly ordering probes into decisions
taken by the elected government
in Delhi, Sisodia alleged these
inquiries were “illegal and
unconstitutional”.

UGC suggests
measures to deal

with ragging
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Bhilai, Oct 04: 

In the last fortnight,
Durg Police has taken ac-
tion against a number of
people involved in online
betting. Several branches
of Mahadev Book / Reddy
Anna Online Betting
Apps have been busted
and the ruffians who were
operating these sites were
arrested. After collecting
information about the
bank accounts which
were being used for trans-
action of money in bet-
ting, police have frozen
the bank accounts having
total balance of over Rs
One Crore. A suspicious
bank account having a
balance of Rs 84.40 lakhs
has been recently frozen.
Later the investigation
team found that transac-
tions worth over Rs 21
crore were conducted
from this bank account.
Police are verifying the
credentials of about 1000
bank accounts from
where money was credit-
ed / debited from this ac-
count. Police are prepar-
ing to initiate action
against all the 1000 bank

account holders.
In the last few days, 15

accused were arrested
from whom 31 nos mobile,
10 nos laptop, 01 nos moni-
tor, 01 nos CPU, 03 nos key-
board, 04 nos mouse, 03
nos broadband, 08 nos lap-
top charger, 24 nos ATM
card, 16 nos cheque book,
12 nos Passbook, 11 nos
Sim Card, 09 nos Register
(betting records) and 02
nos Extension Box were
recovered. On the basis of
the technical inputs and
revelations made by the

arrested accused, the Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit
Durg will conduct raids at
other places from where
Mahadev Book / Reddy
Anna online betting are
being conducted.

Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Dr
Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that Durg Police is
thoroughly investigating
the network of Mahadev
Book / Reddy Anna and
other online betting sites
and action is being taken
against the people in-

volved in this illegal activ-
ity. Recently a raid was
conducted in Jagdalpur
on September 27 and
thereafter another raid
was conducted at
Chhindwara in Madhya
Pradesh. 15 accused were
arrested in these raids
and laptops, computers,
etc were recovered from
them. After technical
analysis of the bank ac-
counts being used by the
accused, Police coordinat-
ed with local banks and
an amount of about Rs 01

crore deposited in suspi-
cious bank accounts
linked to Reddy Anna
Online Satta App were
frozen.

Police claimed that in
the last two raids outside
the district, they have
busted three branches
and 12 panels which were
accepting bets for
Mahadev Book and Reddy
Anna Online Betting
sites. Police have collected
information about the
branches which are oper-
ating at some places in
Chhattisgarh and other
states. After collecting
technical inputs, Durg
Police would conduct
raids to expose the entire
racket. It needs to be men-
tioned here that in the last
fortnight, Durg Police had
scored a century in arrest-
ing the local bookies.

Police freezes banks accounts with
total balance over Rs One Crore

 Action to be initiated

against more than 1000

bank accounts

 Crackdown 

continues on Mahadev

Book and other 

online betting sites

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

MP Vijay Baghel,
Leader of the Opposition
Narayan Chandel, former
MLA Mahant Sanvlaram
Dahare and other BJP
leaders visited village
Kapsada to meet the
Yadav family which lost
its four members in a
shocking mass murder in-
cident. They expressed
condolences to the family
members and interacted
with them.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that
Bholanath Yadav, his wife
and two children were
axed to death recently at
village Kapsada. The BJP
leaders met his father
Rajbho Yadav, mother
Parvati Yadav, brother
Bhuleshwar and or-
phaned children
Karishma and Triveni.

Rajbho Yadav stated
that they are deeply
shocked by this incident.
He asserted that his son
Kismat Yadav has no in-
volvement in this mass
murder and he is being
victimised in this case.
The BJP leaders provided
monetary assistance of
Rs 20000 to the bereaved

family. Vijay Baghel as-
sured to provide full sup-
port. Leader of
Opposition said that a
high-level inquiry should
be conducted over this
sensational incident and
compensation of Rs One
crore should be provided
to the bereaved family.
MP Baghel added that the
government must make
arrangements for the edu-
cation of the orphaned
children.

He alleged that the
criminals have become
unbridled under the
Congress rule and crimi-
nal incidents are occur-
ring frequently in the en-
tire Durg district. He fur-
ther charged the

Congress government for
being insensitive over
this shocking incident as
not a single Congress
leader expressed condo-
lences.

BJP District President
(Durg) Jitendra Verma,
BJP District President
(Bhilai) Virendra Sahu,
BJP Kisan Morcha
District President
Nischay Bajpai, Rakesh
Pandey, Manoj Verma,
Awadhesh Shukla, Rita
Pandey Ayushi Pandey,
Mithilesh Yadav, Omkar
Markande, Narayan
Sonkar, Fingeshwar
Sahu, Goldie Goswami,
Ashish Shukla, Sujit
Yadav and other BJP lead-
ers were present.

MP Vijay Baghel meets bereaved

Yadav family in Kapsada

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

On the third death an-
niversary of renowned
transporter and philan-
thropist Seth Bira Singh, a
dialysis unit was inaugu-
rated at SBS Hospital,
Camp-2, Power House. This
facility was inaugurated by
Chief Minister’s son
Chaitanya Bahgel. On the
occasion, Bhilai Truck
Trailer Transport
Association (BTTTA) an-
nounced a noble scheme on
the death anniversary of
its founder member, presi-
dent and patron, Seth
Beera Singh. Patron of
Bhilai Truck Trailer
Transport Association,
Achal Jeet Singh Bhatia
and President Inderjit
Singh announced to pro-

vide assistance of Rs 25,000
for marriage of girls
through their union. Bhilai
Truck Trailer Transport
Association will provide fi-
nancial assistance of Rs
25000 (cash or household
items) for the marriage of
the daughters of the
union’s drivers, helpers,

mechanics, supervisors
and lifters. Gurmukh
Singh (Gabbu), Malkit
Singh (Lallu), Sandeep
Singh, Nirmal Singh, Joga
Rao, Taswinder Singh,
Satvir Singh, Sudhir
Singh, Dilip Khatwani,
Gokul Sharma, Terence,
Gopal Khandelwal, Prabhu

Nath Mishra, Jasvir Singh
Chahal, Baljinder Singh
Singh, Sukhchain Singh,
Bhajan Singh, Bajinder
Singh Billa, Mahendra
Singh Pappi, Amit Singh,
Abhishek Jain, Umesh
Singh, Munna Singh,
Rudra Dada, Anand Singh
and others were present.

Chaitanya inaugurates dialysis facility at SBS Hospital 
BTTTA announces to provide assistance for marriage of daughters

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

A High Level Drugs
Disposal Committee has
been constituted at the
range level for the destruc-
tion of confiscated drugs
in the districts under Durg
range of Chhattisgarh
Police. 6135.430 kg ganja
(cannabis), 7.840 kg ganja
plant and 0.560 kg charas
(cannabis resin) which
were seized in 109 cases
registered under
Narcotics Act from dis-
trict Kabirdham were

burnt and destroyed in the
furnace of Steel Melting
Shop-01 of Bhilai Steel
Plant on Monday. High
Level Drug Disposal
Committee President
Badri Narayan Meena
(IGP, Durg Range) and
members Dr Abhishek
Pallava (SP, Durg), Dr Lal
Umed Singh (SP,
Kabirdham), Executives of
Regional Environment
Conservation Board and
witnesses were present at
SMS during destruction of
narcotics in the furnace.

6.14 tonnes of
narcotics burnt in SMS

Bhilai, Oct 04:

Director-In-charge and
ED (Works) congratulated
Plate Mill collective ac-
cepted the targets set by
ED (Works), Anjani
Kumar to fulfil the strate-
gic initiative of Director

I/c, SAIL-BSP, Anirban
Dasgupta to increase fin-
ished steel production of
Bhilai Steel Plant.

Plate Mill of Bhilai
Steel Plant, producer &
supplier of various spe-
cial qualities of plates in
customized sizes, broke

several records of pro-
duction on October 03,
2022.

The Plate Mill collec-
tive rolled 1040 Slabs,
breaking the 8-year-old
record of 822 Slabs
(which was achieved on
28/9/2014). In the “B”

shift, 355 Slabs were
rolled breaking the previ-
ous record of 311 Slabs.
Record was also created
in Finished Steel plate
production. 6250 tonnes of
Plates were finished
breaking the previous
record of 5921 Tonnes.

The Director-in-Charge
of the SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, Anirban Dasgupta,
besides congratulating
the Plate Mill fraternity
also congratulated their
associated departments
like PPC, SMS-2, RCL and
other allied departments.

Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) was present in
the wee hours of the
morning along-with Plate
Mill collective to witness
the breaking of records.
He congratulated the en-
tire Plate Mill collective
for its excellent perform-
ance.

RK Bisare, CGM (Plate
Mill) accepted the compli-
ments with gratitude and
gave credits to his team
and other associated de-
partments & agencies.

Plate mill makes several Production Records; 8 year old records broken

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

With the blessings of
Param Pujya Maharaj
Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar and guidance
of Dr JK Upadhyay,
Navratri special grand
garba was organized
at Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar International

School, Kumhari. The
day’s assembly was
based on Navratri in
which students ap-
peared in the school
premises in tradition-
al dress.

School Principal
Alok Sahu and all the
teachers worshiped
Mata Rani and
Rasgarba was started.
All the teachers and
students were seen
dancing to the rhythm
of Garba. Kumhari
Campus Director

Chandrakant Mahobia
and School Principal
Alok Sahu, while
jointly addressing the
students, explained
the importance of
Navratri and said that
India has always been
a country of festivals,
one of which is
Navratri, in which

Mother is worshipped.
Navratri gives us a
feeling of power, and
he took a pledge from
the children including
himself that they will
understand the impor-
tance of festivals in
India and will always
respect the festivals of
their country.

Dr JK Upadhyay ap-
preciated the organi-
sation of Kumhari
School and wished
everyone a Happy
Navratri.

Navratri celebrated with
gaiety at Shri Rawatpura

Sarkar International School

Bhilai, Oct 04: Police
have arrested five ruffians
including two juveniles on
charges of theft and set-
ting a building on fire. On
the instructions of the top
brass, the team of Anjora
Police Chowki was main-
taining vigil on the activi-
ties of suspects and crimi-
nal record holders. The

network of informers was
also activated for the pur-
pose. Acting on a tip off,
police arrested five ruffi-
ans including two juve-
niles and recovered a
stolen LED TV, Battery
and other items from
them. The accused con-
fessed to have committed
theft at Vsipshayana

Meditation Centre located
in village Thanaud. Later
they had set this building
on fire.

The accused Resham
Sonwani (21) son of
Narendra Sonwani; Rohan
Thakur (19( son of
Dhaneshwar Thakur;
Vinod Kumbhakar (22) son
of Avadh Kumbhakar and
two juveniles; all residents
of Thanaud have been
booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in sectin
380, 457, 436 of IPC.

SHO Pawan Dewangan,
ASI Yodha Deshmukh,
Head Constable Krishna
Kumar Singh, Tulsi
Binjhekar, Bihari Ram
Dhruv, Ashish Rajput and
Constable Brijmohan
Singh played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Five held for theft and 
setting a building on fire

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

A unique event was held
at Government primary
School in Ramnagar with
the objectives of preserv-
ing the Chhattisgarhi tra-
dition and culture. On the
occasion of Maha
Ashtami of Navaratri, this
event was organised with
the support of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava. Here
the Nav-Kanya were
adorned in Chhattisgarhi

traditional attire and jew-
ellery. After the Kanya
Puja, traditional
Chhattisgarhi delicacies
were served to them.

Rupali Mahtari Gudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha,
Bhilai has been working to
preserve and propagate
the Chhattisgarhi tradi-
tion and culture for the
last several years.
Influenced by the working
of this organisation, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava hosted

the unique Kanya Puja
event at the Ramnagar
Government School. The
Nav Kanya were adorned
with traditional Maang
Tika, Kajal, Jhumka,
Birwa, Chudi, Mohar,
Kardhan, Paijan, Mundri,
Mehandi, Mahur, Chunri,
etc. After the Kanya Puja,
traditional Chhattisgarhi
dishes including Tasmayi,
Sohari, Channa, Aeirsa
and other sweets and sea-
sonal fruits were served to
the Nav Kanya.

Dr Abhishek Pallava, Dr
Udaybhan Singh Chauhan
(Pramukh Bhagirath of
Chhattisgarh Nirman),
Shanta Sharma,
Parmeshwari Sahu,
Mamta Sahu, Janki
Verma, Yogesh Sen,
Sushma Tiwari, Sristi
Tiwari and others were
present.

Chhattisgarhi delicacies served to 
Nav-Kanya adorned in traditional jewellery 

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0044:: “CONTACT”
CONNECT TO ACT is an organi-
zation committed to social
cause, which is organizing vol-
untary blood donation camps
every year apart from its many
service activities. 

This time the 12th blood
donation camp was held on
October 2, 2022 from 09:00hrs
to 16:00 hrs at Steel Club,

Sector-8, Bhilai. Like every
year, this time also a credible
organization like Red Cross
contributed in the blood collec-
tion. Along with donating
blood, free arrangements were
made for blood group, hemo-
globin test in the camp. This
time 128 units of blood were
collected. Apart from the CISF
jawans, women and youth par-

ticipated enthusiastically in it.
During the organization of the
camp, the rules related to
Covid were completely fol-
lowed. Head of the organiza-
tion Shikhar Tiwari honoured
all the associates with memen-
to including Red Cross, CISF,
Team Simmer, Rajesh Nagaria
and all the associates for the
successful event. 

CONTACT’s 12th blood 
donation camp concludes
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‘Ravana’ effigy become
three times more costlier

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 04: Along
with the budget of the
common man, the effect
of inflation has also
come on the effigies of
Ravana this year. The ef-
figies of Ravana, which
were available for Rs 100
till last years, are now
being sold for Rs 300 this
year. Ravana effigies
ranging from Rs 300 to Rs
3,000 are available in the
market. Along with this,
the effigies are being
made according to the
demand of the people.
Traders said that the ma-
terial cost has increased
in making effigies of
Ravana. The biggest rea-
son behind the cost of
Ravana’s effigy is the
rise in the prices of bam-
boo. Along with this, the
prices of other products
have also gone up. This
year, effigies of Ravana

are being made and sold
in many areas including
Banstal as well as
Amapara area. It is
worth noting that for the
last two years, due to the
Corona effect, the pace of
business had also come
to a standstill and the de-
mand in the market was
also low. Trader Rajesh
Kumar of Banstal said
that this year the de-
mand for Ravana effigy
is also very high as com-
pared to last year. The ef-
figies of Ravana are
burnt from the streets to
the colonies, so effigies
are also being made as
per the order received.

According to the demand
of the people, the effigies
of Ravana have been
brought to the market.
Public Dussehra Festival
Committee, Dudhadhari
Math Ravanbhatha,
President Manoj Verma,
Patron Sushil Ojha,
Secretary Amit Sahu
said that  that after the
fireworks of 60 feet high
Ravana effigy made by
the artists of Mumbai
will be the center of at-
traction. Chief guest of
the function will be Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal will
be special guests.

111 feet effigy of ‘Ravana’ to be burnt in WRS Colony Ground today
Raipur, Oct 04: This year
in the city’s well-known
WRS Colony ground
Dussehra Utsav, a 111 feet
tall effigy of Ravana and
70 feet effigy of Meghnath
and Kumbhakaran will be
combusted to flame.
During this the two well-
known actors of Ramayan
TV serial fame viz. Arun
Govil and Deepika, play-
ing the role of Lord Shri
Ram and Sita will arrive
on ‘Chikhliya Rath’ and
reach among the specta-
tors present in the ground
and Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be
the chief guest of the func-
tion.

Speaking about the type
of arrangements to be
made at the WRS
Dussehra Maidan, Mayor
Ejaz Dhebar and MLA
Kuldeep Singh Juneja ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence informed that this
year 111 feet high effigy of
Ravana and 70 feet high ef-
figy of Meghnath and
Kumbhkharan will be

combusted to flame. CM
Bhupesh Baghel will be
the chief guest and all
preparations for it has
been completed. Massive
security arrangements
have also being made and

team of Fire-Brigade too
will be on the alert to avoid
any untoward incident.
Apart from this all other
security arrangements re-
quired for such a pro-
gramme too has been com-

pleted.
60 feet ‘Ravana’ at

Ravanbhata ground:
President Sarvajanik

Dusshera Utsav Samiti,
Dudhadhari Math,
Ravanbhata Manoj
Verma, Patron Sunil Ojha,
Amit Sahu informed that
this year 60 feet high effigy
of Ravana will be com-
busted to flames and fire-
works by artists from
Mumbai with their fire-
crackers will be another
centre of attraction.

In the ‘Maath’, ‘shobhay-
atra’ of ‘Vanarsena’ of
Ramji will be taken out
and it will reach
‘Ravanbhata’ and here
‘Ramleela’ will be staged.
CM Bhupesh Baghel will
be the chief guest and
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
will be the special guest.

60 feet high Ravana in
Chhattisgarh Nagar:

President Chhattisgarh
Nagar Dussehra Utsav
Samiti Devendra Yadav in-
formed that this year 60
feet high effigy of Ravana

and 35 feet effigy of both
Kumbhkaran and
Meghnath will be com-
busted to flames and here
fire-works and ‘mela’ too
will be organised.

BTI Ground Shankar
Nagar:

At the BTI Ground
Shankar Nagar, two effigy
of ‘Ravana’ will be com-
busted. There are two
groups of BJP and
Congress who are active
here and both will hold
fire-works and a ‘Mela’ for
general public separately.
The other two effigy will
be 25 feet high.

Sapre Shala Maidan:
The height of ‘Ravana’

at Sapre Shala Maidan’
will be 30 feet this year.
Here people can enjoy kite
flying in the afternoon and
apart from this effigy of
‘Ravana’ will be burnt in
Choubey Colony,
Katoratalab, Lakhenagar,
Ramkund, Vivekanand
Ashram, Mowa, Pachpedi
Naka, Gudhiyari, Birgaon
and other nearby areas.

Raipur, Oct 04: Dussehra
festival will be celebrated
on October 5. After this the
preparations for the im-
mersion will be started.
According to the informa-
tion, the idols of Durga en-
shrined at various places
will be immersed from
October 5 to October 8 at 2
pm. After that immersion
will not be allowed.
Navratri is celebrated all
over the state these days. At
the same time, Durga
Pandals have been set up at
different places across the
state. Now After Navami,
Dussehra festival will be
celebrated on October 5.
After this the preparations
for the immersion will
start. Raipur Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner, Mayank
Chaturvedi has formed a
six-member team for the
preparations for the im-
mersion. In which the three
Additional Commissioners
Abhishek Agarwal, Sunil

Chandravanshi, Arvind
Sharma and Chief
Engineer RK Choubey have
been made nodal officers.
For Dussehra festival, for
public events to be held in
WRS, Ravanabhatha,
Choubey Colony, Rajendra
Nagar, Shankarnagar,
Ramkund, leveling of
grounds, cleaning arrange-
ments, drinking water
management, lighting, fire
fighting, festival venues
along with related routes.
For the administrative
work responsibilities have
been entrusted to the offi-
cers of the Corporation. A
committee has been
formed for the complete
arrangement in the immer-
sion pool located at
Mahadev Ghat Kharun
river, the place of Durga
immersion. This commit-
tee includes
Superintending Engineer
BR Agarwal, Nishikant
Verma, Zone 8
Commissioner Netram
Chandrakar, Zone 6
Commissioner AK Haldar,
Zone 1 Commissioner
Vinay Mishra, Executive
Engineer, Badri
Chandrakar.

Durga idols immersion
to be held till October 8

RMC not to allow
Durga idols immer-
sion after October 8

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 04: For con-
venience of the visitors to
WRS Colony ground and to
Ravanbhata maidan, the
Raipur police has fixed a
route and parking system.
At the same time from se-
curity point of view also,
on occasion of
‘Vijaydashmi’, movement
of heavy vehicles has been
banned from city’s Ring
Road.

It is notable here that ef-
figies of Ravana, Meghdoot
and Kumbhakaran  will be
burnt at various places on
occasion of Dussehra in
capital city tomorrow.
During this people from
city in large number are
expected to view the com-
bustion programme of
‘Ravana’. In view of this
the Raipur Traffic police
has made traffic arrange-
ments and parking system
to streamline movement of
traffic.

For WRS Colony
Dussehra ground:

The vehicles going to
Dussehra Utsav ground

WRS Colony Raipur will go
from Faffdih Chowk to
DRM Office, Central
School and enter WRS
Colony ground. Here the
parking has been made
near Central School
ground and then the people
will have to walk all the
way to the combustion
venue.

Ravanbhata ground:
In the Ravana’s combus-

tion programme to be or-
ganised in Ravanbhata
ground, the people will
have to park their vehicles
at the parking venue out-
side the ground. The vehi-
cle riders coming from
Ring Road can park their
vehicles near Filter Plant,
New Bus Stand entrance
area. During this the move-
ment of passenger buses
will not be from Filter
Plant main road entrance,
but from the Bus Stand
main door and go out via
Nilkanteshwar Dhaam.

Movement of heavy ve-
hicles banned till 2:00 in
the night:

In view of safety of peo-
ple going to view combus-
tion of effigies on
Dussehra, the movement of
heavy vehicles in city has
been banned till 2:00 pm.

Route map finalized for movement
and parking of vehicles

For Dussehra 
utsav today

Members of La Vista Society, located near VIP Road, Amlidih, celebrated ‘Dandia Ras’ on occasion of ‘navratri’.

Livelihood-oriented activities in RIPs have
boosted confidence of rural women: CM

Raipur, Oct 04: We women
are becoming financially in-
dependent because of the
livelihood activities con-
ducted in Rural Industrial
Park. This has not only
boosted our self-esteem but
has also helped us con-
tribute to our family in-
come. These words were ex-
pressed by the women of
self-help groups working in
Gauthans, during a virtual
interaction with Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today. While launching the
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park scheme
statewide today, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
performed virtual
bhoomipujan of Rural
Industrial Park (RIPs) in
300 Gauthans of the state.
On this occasion, he inter-
acted with the women and
youth present in Jarve area
of Janjgir-Champa district,
Amaldih of Bemetara dis-
trict, Saraghu Navgaon in
Kanker district, Latuva of
Balodabazar and
Dongitarai village of
Raigarh and discussed in
detail about the gauthan ac-
tivities conducted there.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel spoke to Saraswati
in Jarve Gauthan of
Janjgir-Champa district,
which is being developed as
rural industrial park.

Saraswati told that present-
ly, 40 women are working in
her gauthan. Earlier, these
women were engaged in
production of vermicom-
post, but now with the de-
velopment of rural indus-
trial park, many such in-
come-oriented activitied
will be conducted. Jila
Panchayat CEO told Chief
Minister that an amount of
Rs 1 cr  is being provided to
each rural industrial park.
Four livelihood-oriented ac-
tivities are being conducted
in these rural industrial
parks, along with mush-
room rearing, pickle-papad,
and ‘badi’ making works.
Mr. Gajendra Sidar ji of
Rajiv Mitan Club said that
he will set up offset printing
unit here. The shepherd
from Janjgir Champa, Mr.
Mayaram told that he has
sold cow dung worth Rs 1
lakh 4 thousand, and has
used that money to build a
house with money. He told
that he is landless, and he is
getting the benefits of land-
less justice scheme
(Bhoomiheen Nyay
Yojana).

Savita of Amaldiha,
Bemetara told that rural in-
dustrial park has created
various employment oppor-
tunities through works like
brick-making and fencing
poles.

Mirza Ishak Beg from Raipur
on KBC 14 today 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0044::  Coming on the
hot seat on 5th  October, 2022
will be Mirza Ishak beg from
Raipur, Chhattisgarh. A ladies’
tailor, 50-year-old Mirza would
be making host Amitabh
Bachchan very happy with his
skilful game play where he
would be displaying some
amazing sense of logic and rea-
soning to lure out the right
answers to questions, surpris-
ing everyone. 

With his daughter as his
companion, Mirza would be
talking about his profession
and share interesting details
about his life with the host. 

It took Mirza 22 years to
reach the hot seat but he would
be saying that by taking the ten
steps between the FFF chair
(Fastest Finger First) and the

hot seat, he seemed to have
forgotten all his previous strug-
gles. Before talking about this,
he would be spilling the beans
on how he was selected to
come to KBC and the after-
math. Mirza would share, “Sir I
want to take back your auto-
graph with me. Coming to this
show has become my label. I do
not have any sort of advertise-
ment or banner or board by
which people can know my
name back home. I don’t have a
signboard or nothing which
says I do tailor. But now, I don’t
have to worry about that, I will
be known because of KBC. I
don’t even have a chequebook
and I do not have so much
money in my account. When I
first received the call from the
team at KBC they asked me if I

have a chequebook. I said I
don’t, and they asked me to get
a letter signed by the bank. I
agreed and went to the bank. 

When the people at the bank
asked the purpose of the letter
I just said, “please read my
application, you can know from
there.”When she saw that I
need it for KBC, she scanned
me from head to toe and then
asked, “which KBC?” I replied,
“there is only one KBC.” They
then got excited that I am com-
ing to the show. They then said.
“oh, bring him a chair to sit
on!” I had not even come here,
and I received so much respect,
so, after I go back from here, I
can only imagine what will be
my situation. Sir jahan main
khada ho jaau line wahin se
shuru ho jati hai (from where I
stand, the line starts from
there)” Mirza Ji would be get-
ting his autograph! He would
be getting his thread and nee-
dle box signed by the host to be
taken back with him. Not only
that, but the contestant would
also be gifting Big B two hand-
sewn Kurtis, one for Aishwarya
Rai Bachchan and one for Jaya
Bachchan.  Tune in to watch
Mirza Ishak beg on the hot seat
on 5th October, on ‘Kaun
Banega Crorepati- 14’ at 9:00
pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television.

Raipur District Table Tennis competition concludes

Raipur, Oct 04: The
District Table Tennis
Competition was held at
Sapre School Table Tennis
Hall by Rajdhani Table
Tennis Association
District Raipur. Ashok
Thakur, Senior Divisional
Manager of Life Insurance
Corporation of India
Divisional Office, Raipur
was the chief guest at the
conclusion event of the
competition. The program
was presided over by
Principal Accountant
General, Chhattisgarh
Senior Deputy Accountant
General, Gurpreet Walia.

In the matches played,
Pranay Chauhan and Rajiv
Sahu in the men’s category,
Karan Malhotra in the jun-
ior under-19 boy’s category,
Ramji Kumar and Karan
Malhotra in Junior Under-
17 Boys category, Venya
Sengode and Ahana Singh

in Junior Under-17 Girls
category, Karan Malhotra
and Arjun Malhotra in
Sub Junior Under-15 Boys
category.Ahana Singh and
Lavanya Pandey Cadet
Under-13 Girls category se-
cured first and second po-
sition respectively.

Dr. Ambedkar Centre for
Excellence inaugurated at CU
BBiillaassppuurr,,  OOcctt  0044::  Dr. Ambedkar
Center of Excellence was inau-
gurated in Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) on October 01, 2022
with LS MP Bilaspur Arun Sao
as the Chief Guest. The
scheme, which is funded by Dr.
Ambedkar Foundation, Ministry
of Social Justice and
Empowerment, Government of
India, was inaugurated in the
Smart Class Room of the
Department of Biotechnology
at 10 a.m. Prof. Nilambari Dave,
former Vice-Chancellor,
Saurashtra University Rajkot,
Gujarat was present as a
Special Guest and the event
was presided over by Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal, Vice-
Chancellor of the University.
The Registrar of the university,
Prof. Shailendra Kumar, Nodal
Officer Dr. Bharti Ahirwar
Associate Professor, Pharmacy
Department and Co-Advisor,
Prof. Mukesh Singh were also
among the dignitaries present.

The guests on stage first lit
the lamp and honoured Maa
Saraswati, Sant Guru Ghasidas
and Dr. B.R. with offerings of
flowers. After that, the guests
were welcomed with small
saplings. Prof. Mukesh Kumar
Singh gave the welcome
address. The Nodal Officer Dr.
Bharti Ahirwar Associate
Professor, Department of
Pharmacy shared her views
about Dr. Ambedkar Center of
Excellence and the efforts
made to establish it.

The Chief Guest of the pro-
gram, MP of Bilaspur Lok
Sabha constituency,  Arun Sao
said that this is a historic occa-
sion when Dr. Ambedkar
Center of Excellence is being
established in the Central

University. He said that there is
no need for anyone to be disap-
pointed at any moment in life.
Through this center the stu-
dents of disadvantaged sec-
tions will get an opportunity to
showcase their talent. While
wishing good luck to all the
hundred students who took
admission in it, he said that
through this center all the
admitted students will get
selected in all India level exam-
inations and bring laurels to
their family and the university.

Presiding over the inaugural
program, the Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
expressed his conviction that
the hundred students who have
taken admission under this Dr.
Ambedkar Center of Excellence
will be selected in future for
UPSC and PSC and will provide
their active and positive coop-
eration in nation building. With
the establishment of Dr.
Ambedkar Center of Excellence
in the University, students
belonging to Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Castes will get
the guidance of experts at one
place for preparation for exam-
inations related to administra-
tive services. Prof. Chakrawal
said that we have to set the
highest standards of excellence
by taking inspiration from the

multi-faceted personality of Dr.
Ambedkar. Dr. Ambedkar
played a vital role in the making
of the country’s constitution by
achieving the highest peak of
studies in his life which was full
of struggles. He called upon all
the newly admitted students to
take an oath that they would
bring pride to the university at
the national level by clearing
the All India level examina-
tions.

On this occasion, Prof.
Nilambari Dave, former Vice-
Chancellor, Saurashtra
University, Rajkot, Gujarat,
while congratulating all the
admitted students, called upon
them to bring accolades to the
university by creating new
records of success under the
guidance of expert teachers,
and with their own persever-
ance and hard work. The uni-
versity Registrar, Prof.
Shailendra Kumar also
expressed his views.

Free coaching will be provid-
ed in universities through Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence. The biggest benefit
from its opening will be for the
scheduled caste students
preparing for the administra-
tive service. Dr. Ambedkar
Center of Excellence will also
have facilities like library, high
speed WiFi etc.

Department of Liberal
Arts holds a talk 

Raipur, Oct 04: The
Department of Liberal Arts
at IIT Bhilai hosted Dr
Jagadish Prasad Sahu,
Assistant Professor of
Economics, IIM Kashipur
for lecture under aegis of
Intersections, its monthly
lecture series. The lecture
was organised on Thursday,
29 September 2022 in in-per-
son mode at the IIT Bhilai
campus in GEC, Sejbahar.
The title of the lecture was
“Impact of governance in-
stitutions on FDI inflows:
Evidence from a global sam-
ple”. Dr Sahu suggested that
economic and political theo-
ries postulate that good
quality governance institu-
tions in recipient countries
increase foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) inflows.
Examining the impact of
governance institutions on
FDI inflows in 117 coun-

tries, comprising both de-
veloped and developing
countries for the period
2002–2019, Dr Sahu made a
persuasive case for
strengthening of democrat-
ic institutions and process-
es for larger economic well-
being. His analysis suggests
that the varying inflows of
FDI on the basis of political
institutions have become
statistically significant for
heterogeneous groups of
countries with other control
variables being natural re-
sources, trade openness,
polity, etc. The lecture ended
with the recommendation
that governments in capital-
scarce and/or technology-
scarce countries in need of
FDI to shore up their eco-
nomic growth path have a
clear policy imperative to
boost the quality of gover-
nance institutions in their
jurisdictions to attract more
FDI inflows. The
Department of Liberal Arts
at IIT Bhilai will continue
hosting experts in various
domains on topics of larger
social and national rele-
vance.

New TVS iQube Electric scooters receive
an overwhelming response in Raipur

Raipur, Oct 04: TVS
Motor Company, a reputed
manufacturer of two-
wheelers and three-wheel-
ers in the world, handed
over 100 units of its newly
upgraded TVS iQube
Electric scooters, to its
customers in Raipur today.
The company has gar-
nered an overwhelming
response in the market as
EV adoption in Raipur

continues to grow at an ex-
ponential rate, backed by
low electricity rate and
progressive government
policies.

Raipur records approxi-
mate sale of 2,000 scooter
monthly, and TVS Motor
has successfully delivered
over 200 units of its TVS
iQube and TVS iQube S in
the city within days of its
launch.

This includes deliveries
of 100 scooters during the
‘Mega Delivery Event’
today where customers
were handed over their
TVS iQube and TVS iQube
S variants which offer a
range of 100 kms in one

single charge. The new
range of TVS iQube
Electric series was
launched earlier this year
across three avatars,
which are loaded with
best-in-class features and
enhanced range. The new
TVS iQube and TVS iQube
S variants come with TVS
Motor designed battery
specification of 3.4 kWh
and delivers a practical 100
km on-road range per
charge, along with fea-
tures like 7 inch TFT dis-
play, HMI controls and re-
verse parking. The top-of-
the-line variant, TVS
iQube ST is powered by
TVS Motor designed 5.1
kWh battery pack and de-
livers best-in-class 140 km
of on-road range per
charge.

The TVS iQube and TVS
iQube S are available at an
on-road price in
Chhattisgarh for Rs.
1,16,535 and 1,23,665 re-
spectively (on-road
Chhattisgarh including
FAME II and state sub-
sidy).

Ch’garh records 1249.8 mm average rainfall so far
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0044::  An average rainfall
of 1249.8 mm has been recorded
in Chhattisgarh since June 1. The
highest rainfall of 2393.1 mm was
recorded in the Bijapur district
while the Surguja district record-
ed the lowest average rainfall of
585.5 mm. This is based on the
district-wise rainfall statistics

from June 01 to October 03.
According to the information

received from the state-level con-
trol room for flood disaster man-
agement, Surajpur has received
969.6 mm of rainfall since June 1.
Similarly, Balrampur received
1004.0 mm rainfall, Jashpur
1026.5 mm, Koriya 870.1 mm,

Raipur 913.6 mm, Balodabazar
1157.2 mm, Gariyaband 1263.9
mm, Mahasamund 1155.5 mm,
Dhamtari 1303.1 mm, Bilaspur
1440.9 mm, Mungeli 1308.3 mm,
Raigarh 1194.7 mm, Janjgir-
Champa 1359.7 mm, Korba 1210.4
mm, Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
1065.8 mm, Durg 960.1 mm,

Kabirdham 1117.5 mm,
Rajnandgaon 1217.7 mm, Balod
1285.3 mm, Bemetara 715.7 mm,
Bastar 1815.7 mm, Kondagaon
1274.9 mm, Kanker 1530.5 mm,
Narayanpur 1459.7 mm,
Dantewada 1803.3 mm and
Sukma recorded an average rain-
fall of 1593.5 mm.

Governor attends national seminar
organized by Wardha University

Raipur, Oct 04:
Governor Anusuiya
Uikey during her stay at
Wardha on Monday at-
tended the National
Seminar organized by
Mahatma Gandhi
International Hindi
Vishwavidyalaya on the
occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti. The Governor
first paid tribute to the
Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi and for-
mer Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri by gar-
landing and lighting the
lamp. On this occasion,
she felicitated the win-
ners of various competi-
tions organised under
Hindi Fortnight

In her address, the
Governor said that the
theme of the symposium
is ‘Swarajya, Surajya and
Gandhi’s path of self-real-
isation’ is very relevant
and reflects the entire life
of Gandhiji. She said that
Wardha has been the
‘Karmabhoomi’ of
Gandhiji. His philosophy
of life is present in every
particle of the holy land
of Wardha. It was from

this holy land that
Gandhiji dreamed of the
new construction of
India. The light of
Gandhiji’s thoughts has
shown the real India to
the whole world. The
Governor said that while
walking on the path of
truth, Gandhiji had done
a great job of uniting the
country even in the ab-
sence of resources, he has
taught the service of the
nation with sacrifice and
dedication. He said that
following the path shown
by Gandhiji, the country
has made a new identity
on the world stage.
Governor Ms. Uikey said
that the way Gandhiji had
talked about the concept
of Swaraj and upliftment
of the last people. At pres-

ent, according to this con-
cept, efforts are being
made to make the country
self-reliant. He mentioned
and appreciated the ef-
forts made by Prime
Minister  Narendra Modi
to increase the accept-
ance of Hindi language in
government and non-gov-
ernment works. The
Governor also spoke
about the changes
brought in by Gandhiji’s
philosophy in life and
working style. Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey dur-
ing her stay at Wardha
today inaugurated Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence in the premis-
es of Mahatma Gandhi
International Hindi
University. It is notewor-
thy that Dr. Ambedkar

Centers of Excellence are
being set up in Central
Universities by the
Ministry of Social
Justice and
Empowerment, through
which education is being
imparted to the youth for
special preparation for
administrative services.

Governor Uikey con-
gratulated the university
management and the stu-
dents on the selection of
Wardha University for
the establishment of Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence. On this occa-
sion, Wardha MP,
Ramdas Tadas, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Rajnish
Kumar Shukla along
with university profes-
sors and students  were
present.
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Inaugurates
Ambedkar Center
of Excellence

Over 100 scooters
delivered to cus-
tomers in a single
day mega-delivery
event

On ‘Impact of gov-
ernance institutions
on FDI inflows:
Evidence from a
global sample’

Pranay Chauhan
became winner for the
first time in 
senior men’s category
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Bhond, Oct 04:

MLA Bastar and
President Bastar
Development Authority
(BDA) dedicated the 69
year old heritage well
constructed with help of
the villagers in Dr
Rajendra Prasad ward in
Nagar Panchayat Bastar
on occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti and with inspira-
tion of Dr Rajendra
Prasad. Baghel was ac-
corded warm welcome on
his arrival by the vil-
lagers.

President of India had
laid stone for the well:

The First President of
India Late Dr Rajendra
Prasad had come to Gram
Bastar (now Nagar
Panchayat) on request of
then then DCC President
Suryapal Tiwari of Gram
Bastar on 23 March 1953
to dedicate the NH and Pt.

Motilal Nehru hostel.
During the dedication he
laid stone for digging of
well in front of Janpad
Primary School with
labour work from the vil-
lagers. It was on his re-
quest, villagers immedi-
ately agreed to dig a well.
Presently a block colony
exists there and it was
here that Dr Rajendra
Prasad laid the stone for a

well. It was using a spade
he started the labour
work and the ward in
which this historic well is
located has been named
after Dr Rajendra Prasad
ward, so that it remains
alive for all in his memo-
ry and continue to re-
mind people about the
labour work done.

MLA Lakeshwar
Baghel in his address on

the occasion said that the
works done by the first
President of country Dr
Rajendra Prasad for the
nation and this small
place like Gram Bastar
would be remembered for
time immemorial. The
work of laying of stone
was brought into reality
with help of labour work
from the villagers and
this should be preserved

and kept intact. Baghel
further said that now
Nagar Panchayat Bastar
is changing and develop-
ment works are gaining
momentum.

Statue of Dr Rajendra
Prasad and Lal Bahadur
Shastri soon:

MLA Bastar
Lakheshwar Baghel made
a declaration to install a
statue of first President

of India Dr Rajendra
Prasad and former PM
Late Lal Bahadur Shastri
in the awrd and also made
a declaration to install
streetlights in the historic
ground, so that people
can watch the same.

MLA also offered
prayers reaching the
‘Durga’ pandal nearby
and then offered prayers
in the temple of Lord
Hanuman.

On this occasion BCC
President Ganesh Ram
Baghel, Prem Shankar
Shukla, Rakesh Mishra,
Domai Mourya, Champa
Thakur, Ashish Mishra,
Ankit Parekh, Anoop
Tiwari, Hussain Khan,
Kunu Ram, Jalandhar
Kashyap, Satyendra
Tiwari, Shiv Singh
Sengar, Ramsingh
Parihar, JK Tiwari, RK
Kashyap and others were
present.

MLA dedicates the well in Nagar Panchayat Bastar
 Stone for it was

laid by first
President 
Dr Rajendra Prasad

 Also makes a 
declaration 
of installing statue
of Dr Rajendra
Prasad and Lal
Bahadur Shastri DDhhaammddhhaa,,  OOcctt  0044::  Under the

Gambling Act campaign,
Dhamdha police conducted
raids in different parts of city
and seized the playing cards
and cash of Rs 2670 in 3 differ-
ent cases. It was on tip from an
informer that the police raided
Yadav Bhavan in Nandvai in the
house of Sunny S/o Prem
Gaikwad, Tamradhwaj Kurre
S/o Bhagwat Kurre, Ajay
Banjare S/o Dharamdas
Banjare Gram Nandvai with
playing cards and cash of Rs
1050. Similarly in the action

taken against Mahendra Yadav
S/o Ramesh Yadav, Yogesh
Banjare S/o Umendra Banjare,
Chandrashekhar S/o Sunny
Gaikwad, a pack of cards and
cash of Rs 980. In the same way
action was taken against
Mahesh Yadav, S/o Bagela
Yadav, Rajpur; Prabhu
Vishwakarma S/o SR
Vishwakarma and Bhuneshwar
Yadav S/o Lakchan Yadav and
seized playing cards and cash
of Rs 640 from their possession
and action was taken under
Gambling Act.

Action taken 
against gambling

In 3 different cases, cash of Rs 2670 seized

Jagdalpur, Oct 04: 

Under the leadership of
DIG Police and SSP
Jitendra Singh Meena,
continuous action is
being taken against crim-
inal elements by Bastar
Police. In the same line,
today, Bastar police got a
major breakthrough in
taking action against five
smugglers of drug smug-
gling gang involved in
selling of illegal and
banned capsules and
syrups under Bodhghat
police station here on
Saturday.

Police station Bodhghat
received tip from an in-
former that illegal drug
capsules and banned
syrup are being smuggled
by some persons in
Nayamunda area. Based
upon this a police team
was formed under the
leadership of Police
Station TI Bodhghat Lalji
Sinha and TI Police

Station  Parpa Dhananjay
Sinha for taking action.
The said team, after iden-
tifying some suspicious
persons in Nayamunda
Das street, nabbed 5 sus-
pects and on interroga-
tion, they disclosed their
names as Akshak, S/o
Anil Mane age 25 R/o
Lalbagh Jagdalpur,
Samyak Nahta S/o
Dharamchandra Nahta
Age 29 R/o Moti Talab
Para Jagdalpur, Daddu
Harish Soni S/o Lakhan
Soni, age 27 resident
Nayamunda Jagdalpur,
Vivek Sharma alias Kake
S/o Rakesh Sharma age
30 years R/o of
Kushwaha Marg Shanti
Nagar Ward Jagdalpur,
Ritesh Singh alias Rinku
S/o Rajendra Singh age 32

R/o Shanti Nagar Ward
Jagdalpur tell. All the res-
idents are from Jagdalpur
city.

On searching all the
suspects, 1100 vials total-
ing 110 liters and banned
drug capsules, Pivon Spas
Plus, 50 boxes containing
12000 nos. were seized. All
the confiscated material
comes under the category
of banned and psy-

chotropic drugs. In this
regard, on enquiry, the
statutory reply was not
furnished by the suspects.
All the five above accused
came were booked under
the NDPS Act and under
Section 21 NDPS. An of-
fense under the Act has
been registered and taken
up for investigation. All
the accused in the case
have been arrested and

sent on judicial remand.
The estimated cost of
confiscated drugs has
been estimated at Rs
4,57,600/-. One accused is
absconding in the case,
whose investigation will
be done separately.

From the accused (1)
Monocaf syrup total 110
liters, (2) Capsule Pivon
Spaz Plus, total 12000 nos.
Capsule, (3) Vehicle:- 01
Auto, 01 Scooty Vehicle,
02 Motor Cycle, (4) Mobile
07 Nos. 5) Cash amount of
Rs.20,000/- has been con-
fiscated.

ASI Satish Yadav,
Avinash Jha, VP
Devangan, Dhirendra
Thakur, Head Constable
Rajesh Singh, Umesh
Chandel, salt pannigrahi,
Chovadas Ballen, Pawan
Srivastava, constable -
Bhupendra Netam,
Santosh Jha, Gayatri
Prasad Taram, Manoj
Tirkey, Bhairav Sinha
played an important role.

Police nabs 5 drug smugglers in Nayamunda
 Estimated 

cost of intoxicants

is Rs 4.57 lakh

Jagdalpur, Oct 04: 

It is even after filing of
complaint in Kotwali
thana about removal of
banner of Maa
Danteshwari from the
Kotwali Chowk and even
after being certified in the
CCTV investigation, no ac-

tion has being taken by the
police till Tuesday. On this
issue, Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) staged
chakka-jam and created
ruckus at Kotwali Chowk,
demanding immediate ar-
rest of Rozvin Das, who
took out the banner. They
also demanded to put back

the banner of Maa
Danteshwari at the same
place soon.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad
Prant Dharma Prasar
Pramukh Shailendra
Srivastava informed that
the banner of Maa
Danteshwari was installed
in Kotwali Chowk. The

banner was taken out in
the presence of Baba Tent
House Rozvin Das. A com-
plaint was lodged by the
Praveer Sena in the police
station. Based upon which
CCTV footage was
checked and in this Rozvin
Das and his companions
were spotted. When no ac-
tion was taken on the com-
plaint, Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, members staged
traffic-jam at Kotwali
Chowk and demanded ar-
rest of Rosvin. They also
demanded installing the
Flex of Mai Danteshwari
at its original place.

During the chakka-jam,
slogans of Goddess with
giving good knowledge to
those who are involved in
anti-Hindu activities, were
chanted by reciting Jai
Shri Ram, Jai Maa
Danteshwari and
Hanuman Chalisa.

VHP blocks road on Maa Danteshwari’s banner
Taken out by some element from Kotwali Chowok

Jagdalpur, Oct 04:

According to the tradi-
tion of the princely state
of Bastar Dussehra, Mata
Mavli’s Doli and
Danteshwari’s umbrella,
which reached Jagdalpur
to attend Mavli Paraghav,
were accorded a grand
welcome.

Thousands of people
were present on both
sides of the road to trans-
port ‘Mavli Mata ki Doli’
and Danteshwari’s um-
brella from ‘Jiyadera to
Danteshwari temple’. It
was led by the members

of the Royal family, fami-
ly members, public repre-
sentatives, Rajpurohit.
The Gods and Goddesses
of 194 villages of Bastar
division have participat-
ed in Mavli Parghav, the
most important worship
ritual of Bastar
Dussehra.

Mata Mavli’s doli and
mother Danteshwari’s

umbrella were brought
from Dantewada to
Jagdalpur last night and
installed in Jia Dera at
the appointed place. After
which, according to tradi-
tion, in the late evening,
Bastar was established by
bringing it to the
Danteshwari temple to at-
tend Dussehra. ‘Mavli
Mata ki Doli’ and

Danteshwari’s umbrella
will be seen in the temple
till October 10. On
October 11, with the
grand event of Mata’s
farewell, the ‘doli of Mata
Mavli’ and the umbrella
of Maa Danteshwari will
leave for Dantewada.

Rajguru Naveen
Thakur informed that the
welcome of Mavli Devi is
called Mavli Parghav in
the local dialect. He said
that according to the ritu-
al, in Dantewada, a new
cloth is coated with san-
dalwood and an idol of
Mavli is made and gar-
landed.

This idol was brought
to Jagdalpur from
Dantewada after being
placed in a doli. The god-
dess also brings new food
with her. With this food,
Bastar Royal family will
celebrate Navakhani fes-
tival on 6 October in
Kuhdakot forest.

Mata Mavli’s doli and umbrella reaches Danteshwari temple
 In Mavli Paraghav

Vidhan

 Gods and Goddesses

of 194 villages of

Bastar division were

involved 

in Mavli Parghav

Pithora, Oct 04:

It was appeal by the
Divisional Secretary of
Akhil Bharatiya Dak
Karamchari Sangh
(ABDKS) AK Singh, took
an initiative to visit door-
to-door and Durga Pandals
to motivate people to open
account in favour of girls
under ‘Sukanya Samridhi’
in the post offices. So in
this the postal employees
of Sangh, Up-Dak Pal and
postal assistants informed
all the people in their
houses and ‘Durga’ pan-
dals to save for the future
of their sons and daugh-
ters. The first saving
amount for poor children
that of Rs 250 was given by
the employees to open

their account in PO and
the others who were un-
able to open their account
their account was also
opened with contribution
by the ABDKS members
and other members were
also asked to deposit Rs
250.

This particular initia-
tive of office bearers of
ABDKS was hailed by one
& all and parents of the

children. In this particular
initiative by the Sangh to
open ‘Sukanya Account’,
Secretary of Sangh
Ashutosh Kumar Singh,
Raju Gajendra, Subhash
Bangre, Santosh Kosle,
Chandrashekhar Singh
Paikra, Jag Mahesh and
others were present. In
this programme accounts
of more than 60 girls was
opened in the post office.

‘Sukanya’ account of 60 girls opened
 On initiative by

ABDKS and financial

help as well on 

occasion of ‘Navratri

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  OOcctt  0044::

In the weekly review meeting
of ‘Godhan Nyay Yojana’ (GNY),
Collector PS Elma chaired the
meeting and he reviewed
about the active ‘gouthans’ in
the district, apart from pur-
chase of cow-dung from
‘Avarti-Charai’, preparing of
vermi-compost and its selling
and progress in the livelihood
oriented works. During this
Collector expressed annoyance
over the unexpected slow pace

of work in Horticulture,
Livestock and Fisheries depart-
ment and directed the officers
to sart the work in all the sanc-
tioned ‘Gouthans’ this week
itself. Apart from this he also
directed to carry out regular
monitoring at ground-level.

In the meeting held at the
Collectorate on Tuesday, the
Collector gave instructions to
purchase cow-dung on per-day
average from the active
‘Gouthans’ in rural areas and
from urban bodies as well.
While reviewing about pur-
chase of cow-dung ‘Gouthan’-

wise, Collector directed to
speed  up development of
‘badi’ and mushroom produc-
tion under Horticulture depart-
ment; goat rearing and poultry
farming under Animal
Husbandry department and
fish farming under the fish-
eries department. Expressing
annoyance over not putting
fish seeds in the tanks dig in
the ‘Gouthans’, Collector said
that under it is done on time, it
will not bring positive results.
Therefore the officers should
get the works executed keep-
ing in mind the type of climate

and atmosphere and then only
positive results will come.  He
also gave instructions to start
rearing of chicks and eggs pro-
duction in ‘Gouthans’ and its
selling at local level. In the
same way, he also laid stress
on taking up vegetable and
‘bhaji’ production and other
variety of crops as per season
in the ‘gouthans’ on priority
basis.

In the meeting Collector
made it clear that CEOs/CMOs
of Janpad Panchayat and
Nagar Panchayat will be
resposible for ensuring all the
resources in the ‘Gouthans’.

In the meeting CEO District
Panchayat Priyanka Mahobia
reviewed about digging of
borewell and other resources
in the sanctioned ‘Gouthans’
and doing it ‘gouthan-wise’,
she also gave instructions to
the officers to make online
entry in the ‘Gouthan’ portal.

Collector annoyed over 
pace of livelihood activities

 During review 
of works in active
‘Gouthans’ and
works of Agri,
Horticulture,
Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries deptt

KKoonnttaa,,  OOcctt  0044::  

Due to unknown disease in
Rangai Guda, 4 villagers died in
2 days, on receiving informa-
tion about which the Sukma
Collector sent the team of
Health Department to Rangai
Guda.  The health of the vil-
lagers was examined by the
team of the Health Department
and the villagers affected were
sent to the sub-health center
Dornapal, after finding
swelling in the feet and symp-
toms of malaria.   Villagers are
being treated in Dornapal.  On
getting information about the
death due to unknown disease
in Rangai Guda, Industries

Minister Kawasi Lakhma,
Madvi Deva, Vice President of
Janpad Panchayat Kota and
District Panchayat member
Kadtam Mouya immediately
reached Rangai Guda and
directed to know the condition
of the villagers, after which
Janpad Panchayat Vice
President  Madvi Deva and
District Panchayat member
Kadtam Moya reached
Rangaipura and cooperated
with the health department
team in the health check-up of
the villagers, as well as the vil-
lagers who were suffering from
malaria and swollen feet were
brought to the sub-health cen-
ter Dornapal.

Four villagers 
reportedly die in 2 days 

BBiirrkkoonnii,,  OOcctt  0044:: The devotees
continue to pour into the temples
of Goddess Durga on occasion of
‘Navratri’ which is the festival of
faith and devotion, till the
evening hours. On occasion of
‘Ashtami’ on Monday, the tem-
ples and idols of Goddess Durga
were beautifully decorated. It
was amidst light drizzle that the
devotees and ‘pandits’ performed
rituals and ‘havan’ at 12:00 noon
and gave ‘purna-ahuti’. It was
amidst rains that the recital of
‘mantras’ and ‘havan pujan’ was
successfully held. After the
‘havan puja’, the devotees who
were on fast completed the same
and this ritual was performed in
other temples of Goddess Durga.
On this entire day there was
movement of people and temples

were found buzzing with activi-
ties till late at night. After this, in
the 8-day ‘Mahotsav’ by Durga
Parishad, the women had pre-
pared a huge garland for
Goddess Durga for the ‘ashtami’
puja. Since it was raining, the
‘Purohit’ allowed offering of ‘pur-
nahoti’ to the devotees diectly in
the ‘havan-kund’ itself. It is by
offering ‘bel-patra’ ad 108 ‘Durga’
and ‘havan’ materials that the
devotees offered ‘ahuti’ and
sought blessings for peace and
prosperity of all in the family. On
the other hand, preparations are
going on for immersion of idols of
Goddess Durga in the small pond
on Oct 5 and during this the
‘shobhayatra’ will be taken out
passing from middle path of the
village.

Prayers, ‘havan-pujan’
marks Durga-Ashtami
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Jail Inmates of 20 Prisons participates in country’s
first National Online Chess Tournament

New Delhi, Oct 04: 

IndianOil, in associa-
tion with All India Chess
Federation (AICF) organ-
ised country’s first ever
National Online Chess
Tournament for jail in-
mates of 20 prisons
across the country under
its unique social initia-
tive- “Parivartan” Prison
to Pride sports training
program. From this tour-
nament two teams in
Men category and one
team each in Women and
junior category shall rep-
resent Indian Prisons in
the Intercontinental
“Chess for Freedom
Tournament” organised
by World Chess
Federation on 13-14
October 2022.

Mr. U P Singh,
Executive Director I/c
(Human Resources),
IndianOil in the presence
of Ms Dana Ozala
Reizniece, Managing
Director, International
Chess Federation - FIDE;
and Mr Bharat Singh
Chauhan, Dy. President
Asian Chess Federation
inaugurated the online
tournament. Also pres-
ent on this occasion were
senior officials of
IndianOil, authorities
from different prisons,
Chess Coaches, Chess
Arbiters, Indian Oil
Chess Grandmasters,
and Prison Inmates tak-
ing part in the
Tournament.

Mr. UP Singh in his in-
augural Address said,
“On 15th August 2021
IndianOil had a dream to
make a difference in the
life of jail inmates. After
more than one year of ex-

tensive sports training to
jail inmates with help
and cooperation of
coaches, prison authori-
ties, arbiters, IndianOil
star sports persons, we
are proud to host coun-
try’s first ever online
chess tournament for jail
inmates”. Ms. Dana
Ozola, who virtually
joined the inaugural
event from Latvia, con-
gratulated IndianOil for
sustained effort in the
field of social empower-
ment to prisoners
through various games,
including Chess. She
said, “We welcome AICF
and IndianOil to join
hands with FIDE in this
noble initiative in future
also.’ For past two
months, IndianOil Chess
players along with exter-
nal coaches have been
imparting training ses-
sions for the jail inmates
at various prisons to
train them for this
National Chess
Tournament. Women
Grandmaster Padmini
Rout shared her unique
experience of coaching
the Prison Inmates. Shri
Bharat Singh comple-
mented IndianOil for
Parivartan initiative and
offered complete support
from AICF and Asian
Chess Federation. Mr.
Ketan Khaire, National
Chess Player and Head
Coach while sharing his
experience in training in-

mates of Yerwada Central
Jail, Pune said, “I was
surprised to witness ac-
tive participation of jail
inmates with 100% atten-
dance in every session.”

Globally many coun-
tries are using sports for
re-socialisation of its
prison inmates with the
objective of reincorporat-
ing them into society. In
India also, on August 15,
2021, driven by a strong
social conscience, Indian
Oil Corporation Limited
under leadership of our
Chairman Shri Shrikant
Madhav Vaidya em-
barked on a new social
stewardship initiative,
conceived, and aptly
named “Parivartan –
Prison to Pride”. This ini-
tiative came in the wake
of India’s 75th Year of
Independence, being cele-
brated as Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav. Over 1,775 in-
mates in 37 prisons from
20 States and 5 UT have
been coached in the ba-
sics of the Sport, enabling
them to participate in
local competitions, be-
sides recreation.

In Madhya Pradesh at
Bhopal and Indore, about
80 inmates in each city
have been coached in
sports Volleyball,
Carrom, Badminton &
Chess. In Chhatisgarh, at
Raipur jail 60 inmates
participated in
Badminton, Carrom &
Chess coaching camp.

Credible Federal alternative to fill
the vacuum on political sphere

Hyderabad, Oct 04:

The  vacuum on the po-
litical sphere at the nation-
al level is witnessing a
major transformation on
the day of Dasshera as the
TRS supremo KCR is tak-
ing up the cudgels as the
mentor of a national party.
The new preposition is
likely to change the com-
plexion of the political sce-
nario at the national level
and across the country
given the circumstances
that an opposition is fail-
ing to provide the needed
respite among the public
about various equations.

The TRS, the root of the
statehood struggle and
several movements in the
newly formed Telangana
state is instrumental both
in remaining an inspira-
tion to mass struggles and
in the implementation of
welfare and development
measures .It is with the
single point agenda of

awakening farmers and
underprivileged about
their just rights the TRS
has won accolades from
cross section of people in
the undivided Andhra
Pradesh state initially and
among the farmers organi-
zations at the national
level subsequently.The
farm regulations imposed
by the central government
ofcourse came as a shot in
the arm for the TRS, the

champion of farmers,
when the Rythu Sanghtan
leaders spearheading the
national ryots  struggle got
the support from KCR on
their just demands.The na-
tional alternative proposal
of KCR, the champion of
farmers is bolstered with
his innovative concepts
such as Rythu Bandhu,
Rythu bima and other wel-
fare schemes such as Dalit
Bandhu and proposed
Girijan bandhu schemes.

Apart from these the
new alternative’s practical
approaches towards the ir-
rigation aggrandizement
and expansion pro-
grammes and the round
the clock uninterrupted
power supplies on the ex-
isting areas of Telangana
are seen as the examples
for the TRS success .The
preliminary meetings held
exploring the need of a
credible alternative got
widespread support at the
national level particularly

from the neutrals such as
the organisations like
Bharatiya Kisan
Sanghatans. The preposi-
tion of new party is cer-
tainly aiming at securing
the required permutations
and combinations
.Though the BJP and UPA
bound Allies of Congress
are seeing the new party
as a regional force the na-
tional level media and in-
telligentsia is feeling it as
a powerful force to reckon
with a la the Janata party
of 1977. The present prepo-
sition of the national
party can be a comprehen-
sive one if one goes by the
preparations undertaken
by KCR while taking up
the proposal. The meticu-
lous planning, the study of
options at the roots and
wide range of delibera-
tions undertaken by the
TRS supremo KCR during
the course of planning are
thoroughly viewed as plus
points for the party.

Safety during festivals among
top priorities: Adityanath

Gorakhpur (UP), Oct 4 (PTI) 

Safety should be among
the top priorities during
the festivals, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said here
on Tuesday.

Adityanath was attend-
ing a ‘Navmi pujan’ - per-
formed on the last day of
the nine-day festival. He
also performed ‘Kanya
Pujan’ at Gorakhnath tem-
ple

“Safety measures
should be given utmost im-
portance at all the Durga
Puja pandals and temples
during festival season,” he
said.

“The worshipping of
Goddess Durga during
nine days twice a year is

symbolic of Sanatan
Dharma’s respect for
women power and girls.
Kanya Pujan on Navami
marks the importance of
‘Matri shakti’,”
Adityanath said while un-
derlining the importance
of women in ‘Sanatan
Dharma’.

“Navratri and
Vijayadashami remind us
that following the path of
truth, righteousness and
justice always leads to vic-
tory,” he said.

He said the ‘Navratri’
celebrations were not or-
ganised on a grand scale
in the past two years due
to COVID-19, but by the
goddess’ grace, this year
the pandemic is under
control and the celebra-

tions are being done with
great fervour.

After the Bhadohi fire
incident in which five per-
sons were killed during
Durga Pooja celebrations,
CM said safety measures
are being given utmost im-
portance at all the ‘pan-
dals’ and temples during
the festival by the adminis-
tration.

At the same time, he
also urged the public to
celebrate safely and re-
sponsibly.

“The puja committees
should ensure compliance
with all types of safety
standards including clean-
liness, and fire safety. No
mismanagement or stam-
pede-like situation should
arise,” he said.

Bihar municipal poll schedule in jeopardy 

Patna, Oct 4 (PTI)

The Patna High Court
on Tuesday declared as “il-
legal” reservation of seats
for Other Backward
Classes and Extremely
Backward Classes for elec-
tion to municipal bodies in
Bihar and ordered that
polls be held only after
treating such berths as
those of general category.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice
Sanjay Karol and Justice S
Kumar passed the order,
allowing a bunch of peti-
tions challenging the
quota system, and ruled
that the elections be held
“only by re-notifying the
seats reserved ..treating

them as general category
seats”.

The order that was
passed less than a week
ahead of the first phase of
polls scheduled on October
10 throws a spanner in the
election process.

It also left Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s
JD(U) and the BJP, a for-
mer ally which it dumped
less than two months ago,
trading charges.

JD(U) parliamentary
board chief Upendra
Kushwaha alleged in a se-
ries of tweets that the “un-
fortunate” high court
order stemmed from a
“deep conspiracy of the
Centre and the BJP”.

“Had the Narendra
Modi government con-
ducted a timely caste cen-
sus and completed all the
constitutional formalities,
things would not have

come to this pass. The
JD(U) will launch a stir
against this conspiracy of
the Centre and the BJP,”
Kushwaha said.

State BJP spokesperson
Nikhil Anand, who is also
the national general secre-
tary of OBC Morcha,
slammed Kushwaha for
playing “victim card”.

“Nitish Kumar owes an
answer to the people as to
why, without preparations,
he started the municipal
poll process. Why he did
not set up an independent
commission for ascertain-
ing the imperativeness of
reservation so that the
quotas could withstand
judicial scrutiny? He is to
be blamed for the humilia-
tion OBCs, and EBCs are
suffering,” Anand al-
leged. The court, which
had reserved its order in
the matter on September

29 when it had indicated
that the judgement might
come during vacations,
came out with the verdict
on a holiday.

In the 86-page order,
the state election com-
mission (SEC) has come
in for sharp criticism and
been asked to review its
functioning as an au-
tonomous and independ-
ent body, “not bound by
the dictates of the
Government of Bihar”.

Though the court had
not stayed the election
process, the SEC had, on
September 30, issued a
circular to all district
magistrates in anticipa-
tion of an adverse order.
The DMs had been asked
to inform all the contest-
ants that the election
schedule was to be sub-
ject to the order passed
by the court.

‘Poor rainfall in Gangetic
plains may spike food
inflation in near-term’

Mumbai, Oct 4 (PTI) 

The deficient rain in the
Northern plains, especial-
ly in the Gangetic region,
is likely to increase food
inflation in the near term
as overall paddy produc-
tion will be hit in these
areas due to poor mon-
soon, according to a re-
port.

Major agricultural
states, such as Bihar,
Jharkhand and Uttar
Pradesh, have had poor
rains during the just con-
cluded season, which may
lead to an increase in the
prices of rice due to lower
paddy products in the near
term.

The share of these
states in overall rice sow-
ing in the Kharif season
(as of September 23) has

declined to 24.1 per cent
from 26 per cent in the pre-
vious year, according to an
assessment by India
Ratings.

This is despite the fact
that the 2022 monsoon has
been above normal but has
not spread adequately
across the regions. As of
September 30, the rainfalls
fared well at 92.5cm, which
is 6 per cent above the long
period average (LPA) of
86.86 cm.

At the disaggregate
level, while 12
states/Union territories
had excess rainfall (devia-
tion from LPA greater
than 20 per cent), 18
states/UTs recorded a nor-
mal rainfall (deviation
from LPA between nega-
tive 19 per cent and posi-
tive 19 per cent). However,

six states/UTs registered a
deficient rainfall (devia-
tion from LPA less than
negative 20 per cent) and it
includes key Kharif crop-
producing states of Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and
Jharkhand, resulting in
the 1.2 per cent lower area
sown at 109.8 million
hectares as of September
23, mostly contributed by a
decline in sowing of paddy
(5.5 per cent), pulses (3.9
per cent) and oilseeds (0.8
per cent).

According to the Agri
ministry’s first advance
estimate for FY23, Kharif
food production is 3.9 per
cent lower at 149.92 million
tonne. Lower Kharif pro-
duction, especially of rice
and pulses, can aggravate
inflation in these com-
modities, the agency said.

DUSSEHRA FESTIVAL

Devotees take part in the procession of deities during the International Dussehra festival, in Kullu, Tuesday.

BRIEF

Meghalaya governor 
 Shillong: BD Mishra

on Tuesday took oath
as the new governor of
Meghalaya at a func-
tion in the Raj Bhavan
here. Mishra, the for-
mer brigadier of the
Indian Army, has been
serving as the
Arunachal Pradesh
governor since 2017
and was given the ad-
ditional charge of
neighbouring
Meghalaya. He suc-
ceeded Satya Pal
Malik who completed
his term as the
Meghalaya governor
on October 3. “Sworn-
in as the Governor of
Meghalaya. The sen-
ior most Judge of the
High Court of
Meghalaya, Justice
H.S. Thangkhiew ad-
ministered the oath of
office to me at the
Durbar Hall of Raj
Bhavan, Shillong,” the
83-year-old governor
wrote on Twitter.

Grocery package 
 Mumbai: The

Maharashtra cabinet
on Tuesday decided to
provide a package of
groceries at Rs 100 to
holders of the ration
card in the state for
the upcoming Diwali
festival. The package
will contain 1 kg of
rawa (sooji), ground-
nuts, edible oil and
yellow lentils. “There
are 1.70 crore families
or seven crore people
who have ration cards
and are eligible to buy
foodgrains from state-
run fair price shops,”
the statement said.
The proposal was
moved by the
Department of Food
and Civil Supply and
Consumer Protection.

3 held 
 Kozhikode: Kerala po-

lice said they have ar-
rested three young-
sters for beating up a
doctor of a private hos-
pital here as he al-
legedly misbehaved
with their friend who
was a patient. “The in-
cident happened on
Friday. The girl gave a
complaint saying the
doctor misbehaved
with her during diag-
nosis. Meanwhile, a
few of her classmates
who came to know
about the incident
went to question the
doctor, resulting in the
assault,” the police
said. The doctor, too,
lodged a complaint
based on which the
three were arrested,
they said. Meanwhile,
the IMA, an associa-
tion of doctors, sought
the arrest of rest of the
people involved in the
assault, the police said.

Road accident 
 Vadodara: Five per-

sons were killed and
four others injured
when a container
truck hit a three-
wheeler ferrying pas-
sengers on a national
highway in Gujarat’s
Vadodara city on
Tuesday, police said.
“A container truck
lost balance after hit-
ting a car and jumped
on the wrong side of
the road after break-
ing the divider and
crashed into a
‘chhakra’ (three-
wheeler),” inspector
of the Harni police
station SR Vekariya
said.

Police person stand
guard as workers prepare
a bank of Yamuna river
for Durga idol immersion,
in the backdrop of Taj
Mahal, in Agra, Tuesday.

HC declares quotas
for OBCs illegal

TRS supremo and CM
K Chandrashekhar Rao

Organised by 
IndianOil under 
its Prison to Pride 
initiative – PARVIARTAN

Muslim family makes Ravan effigies for Agra Ramlila every year
Agra, Oct 4 (PTI)

Every year, a month
ahead of Dussehra, 75-year-
old Jafer Ali and his family
get down to the mammoth
task of making effigies of
Lanka king ‘Ravan’ and his
brothers for the Ramlila
here.

Ali, who belongs to the
fifth generation of a family
of artisans, said “We are in-
vited by the committee
members of Agra Ramlila
to make effigies and for
about a month we stay at
Ramlila ground to complete
effigies of different sizes.”

At the end of the event,
the committee also felici-
tates Ali and his family.

“I have been in this pro-
fession since childhood.
Now the fifth generation of

our family is working in
this profession. I used to
come with my grandfather
and father and now I am
leading other family mem-
bers and workers,” Ali, the
eldest among the artisans
told PTI. He has a family of
18 members and all are
skilled in making effigies,
he said. “In this year’s
Ramlila, which is taking

place after a gap of two
years due to COVID-19,
Ravan’s effigy is about 100
feet tall and those of his
brothers Kumbhkaran and
Meghnath are 65 and 60 feet
tall, respectively. The size of
other effigies depends on
the demand of the commit-
tee members,” he said,
adding that every year the
size of the effigies differs.

“It takes about one month
to complete the effigies,
which are made of colour-
ful paper, twine and adhe-
sive made up of white flour
and bamboo sticks,” Ali
said. He said his family is
happy to come to Ramlila
ground again after COVID-
19, which affected the entire
world. “This year there is a
wave of joy because we are
able to showcase our skills,”
he added.

Auli (45), another family
member who helps Ali in
making effigies, said, “The
wages are different for each
worker and vary from Rs
500 to Rs 700 a day. During
this month-long event, more
than 15 effigies and other
designs are made by us as
per the scenes in
Ramayana.”



CANDLELIGHT VIGIL

Dozens of Afghan minority Hazara from Bowling Green and Owensboro, Ky., gathered for
a candlelight vigil at Fountain Square Park in Bowling Green, Ky., to bring attention to the
recent bombing in Kabul that killed students, mostly women in a minority Hazara neigh-
borhood. 

BEER FESTIVAL

Waiters and waitresses celebrate the end of the Oktoberfest, the world’s largest beer festival, in the Royal Brewery
beer tent, waving sparklers in Munich, Germany, Monday evening.
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Singapore, Oct 04 (PTI):’

Singapore is planning
to hire 180 junior doctors
from India over the next
three years, a move ques-
tioned by many, accord-
ing to a media report. A
tender set to close on
October 10 states a target
to recruit 60 medical offi-
cers from India yearly
from 2022 to 2024, with the
possibility of extending
the plan to 2025.
Singapore has been re-
cruiting doctors from
overseas to ease the
“heavy workload” here
and to supplement its
healthcare capacity
needs, said MOH
Holdings (MOHH), a com-
pany of Singapore’s pub-
lic healthcare institu-
tions.

Confirming the tender,
the firm said it was not
only recruiting doctors
from India but also
Australia and Britain.

The company said it is
looking for candidates
who graduated from med-
ical schools listed in the
Medical Registration Act.

“These doctors will
only be granted condi-
tional registration for
clinical practice under
strict supervision,” it
added.

“Priority is given to lo-
cals who graduate from
medical schools recog-
nised by the Singapore
Medical Council,” the
company said.

Several online users
earlier questioned the de-
cision to “import” Indian
doctors, with some ex-
pressing their worries
about fake certification.
Others asked why
Singapore could not sim-
ply increase the intake of
students in medical
schools here instead. The
tender also drew concern
within the medical frater-
nity here.

Singapore plans to hire 180
junior doctors from India

Quito (Ecuador), Oct 04 (AP):

A clash between in-
mates armed with guns
and knives inside the
Latacunga prison in cen-
tral Ecuador on Monday
left at least 15 people dead
and 20 injured, authorities
said. Officials attributed
the fighting to national
and international drug
trafficking groups which
have turned the Andean
nation’s prisons into the
scene of repeated mas-
sacres as the groups fight
for power and drug distri-
bution rights. Ecuador’s
national penitentiary
service confirmed the
death toll in the Latacunga
prison, located 50 miles (80
kilometres) south of the
capital of Quito. Agents

are still searching the
prison’s pavilions for bod-
ies. Videos in which gun-
fire and the screams of
inmates can be heard
were posted on social
media. Some 316 inmates
were killed inside
Ecuador’s prisons last
year, according to the
penitentiary service. So
far this year there have
been 90 deaths.

The worst massacre
took place in September
of last year in the Litoral
Penitentiary in
Guayaquil, where 125
prisoners were killed.

Ecuador’s prison sys-
tem is designed for about
30,000 people, but some
35,000 inmates were held
in 53 state prisons as of
last month. (AP)

Ecuador prison clash leaves

at least 15 dead, 20 injured

Washington, Oct 04 (AP):

Top regulators on
Monday recommended a
series of new safeguards to
ensure that a growing and
unregulated cryptocurren-
cy market doesn’t imperil
US financial stability.
Among seven major rec-
ommendations, regulators
called on Congress to pass
legislation that would ad-
dress the systemic risks
caused by the growth of
stablecoins, which are a
form of cryptocurrency
pegged to the price of an-
other financial asset, like
the US dollar or gold.

Recent volatility in the
cryptocurrency market, es-
pecially in stablecoins, has
made regulators particu-
larly wary about the need
for regulation as usage of
the digital asset continues
to grow.

Members of the
Financial Stability
Oversight Council met on

Monday to approve the rec-
ommendations of a 125-
page report created in re-
sponse to President Joe
Biden’s March executive
order on digital assets.

The report also calls for
giving agencies greater
regulatory power over
cryptocurrencies and digi-
tal assets. The oversight
council is an interagency
group headed by Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen and
includes Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome Powell.

Created in the wake of
the 2008 financial crisis,
the role of the council is to
identify risks and emerg-
ing threats to US financial
stability.

Powell, who has recently
said stablecoins will need
greater regulation as they
become more widely used
by consumers, said on
Monday that “acting now
will allow us to support re-
sponsible financial innova-
tion while preserving fi-

nancial stability.”
Yellen said, “As we’ve

painfully learned from his-
tory, innovation without
adequate regulation can
result in significant dis-
ruptions and harm to the
financial system.”

At the start of the year,
the council stated it would
focus its efforts on re-
searching and developing
recommendations on digi-
tal asset issues, as more
Americans invest in cryp-
tocurrencies.

Roughly 16 per cent of
adult Americans, or 40 mil-
lion people, have invested
in cryptocurrencies, ac-
cording to a September
2021 Pew Research Centre
poll. And 43 per cent of
men age 18-29 have 
put money into cryptocur-
rency.

Last month, the
Treasury Department is-
sued a report that recom-
mended the US work on de-
veloping a digital dollar.

Top US regulators say crypto
poses financial stability risksWashington, Oct 04 (AP):

The US will soon deliver
to Ukraine four more of
the advanced rocket sys-
tems credited with helping
the country’s military gain
momentum in its war with
Russia.

The High Mobility
Artillery Rocket Systems,
known as HIMARS, will be
part of a new USD 624 mil-
lion package of aid expect-
ed to be announced on
Tuesday, according to US
officials.

The decision marks the
first time the US has sent
more HIMARS to Ukraine
since late July, and it will
bring the total number de-
livered so far to 20.

The systems have be-
come a key tool in
Ukraine’s ability to strike
bridges that Russia has
used to supply its troops,
enabling Ukrainian forces
to make inroads in Russia-
controlled regions.

The US in recent weeks
also provided funding
through a separate pro-

gram the Ukraine Security
Assistance Initiative so an-
other 18 HIMARS can be
purchased through longer-
term contracts. USAI funds
are being used as part of
the effort by the US and
Western allies to ensure
Ukraine’s forces are
trained and equipped to de-
fend their country in the
years to come.

But those contracts will
take several years to fulfil.

The latest aid package is
also expected to include
other ammunition and
equipment for Ukraine’s
troops. Several US officials
spoke on condition of
anonymity to provide de-
tails of the package ahead
of the announcement.

Ukraine has pressed its
counteroffensive in the
Kherson region since the
summer, relentlessly pum-
melling Russian supply
lines and making inroads
into Russian-held areas
west of the Dnieper River.

Ukrainian troops have
been using the HIMARS to
repeatedly hit the main

bridge across the Dnieper
and a dam that served as a
second crossing. It also has
struck pontoon bridges
that Russia has used to sup-
ply its troops.

Ukraine’s battlefield suc-
cesses in Kherson are no-
table since that is one of
the four areas that Russia
is in the process of annex-
ing. A senior US military
official said on Monday
that the attacks by
Ukrainian forces have
forced Russia into a “defen-
sive crouch” in Kherson,
hampering Russian efforts
to resupply their frontline
troops.

The official, who briefed
reporters on condition of
anonymity to provide a US
military assessment of the
war, said that so far the US
has seen only small num-
bers of Russian reinforce-
ments coming into
Ukraine in an effort to
shore up their defences.
Russia has said it will mo-
bilise upwards of 300,000
conscripts to send to
Ukraine.

US to send Ukraine more advanced rocket systems

United Nations, Oct 04 (AP):

U.N. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres warned
that the world is in “a life-
or-death struggle” for sur-
vival as “ climate chaos
gallops ahead” and ac-
cused the world’s 20
wealthiest countries of
failing to do enough to stop
the planet from overheat-
ing.

The U.N. chief said emis-
sions of global-warming
greenhouse gases are at an
all-time high and rising,
and it’s time for “a quan-
tum level compromise” be-
tween rich developed coun-
tries that emitted most of
the heat-trapping gases
and emerging economies
that often feel its worst ef-
fects.

Guterres spoke as gov-
ernment representatives
opened a meeting in
Congo’s capital Kinshasa
to prepare for the major
U.N.-led climate conference
in the Egyptian resort of
Sharm el-Sheikh in
November. It’s a time of
immense climate impacts
around the world from

floods that put one-third of
Pakistan under water and
Europe’s hottest summer
in 500 years to hurricanes
and typhoons that have
hammered the
Philippines, Cuba and the
U.S. state of Florida.

In the last few weeks,
Guterres has amped up a
push for climate’s version
of asking polluters pay for
what they’ve done, usually
called “loss and damage,”
and he said Monday that
people need action now.

“Failure to act on loss
and damage will lead to
more loss of trust and
more climate damage. This
is a moral imperative that
cannot be ignored.”

Guterres said the COP27
meeting in Egypt “must be
the place for action on loss

and damage.” In unusually
critical language, he said
commitments by the so-
called G20 group of the
world’s 20 leading
economies “are coming far
too little, and far too late.”

Guterres warned that
current pledges and poli-
cies “are shutting the door
on our chances to limit
global temperature rise to
2 degrees Celsius, let alone
meet the 1.5 degree goal.”

“We are in a life-or-death
struggle for our own safety
today and our survival to-
morrow,” he said.

“COP27 is the place for
all countries — led by the
G20 — to show they are in
this fight, and in it togeth-
er,”Guterres said. “And the
best way to shot it is by
showing up at COP27 in
Sharm el-Sheikh.”

Rich countries, especial-
ly the United States, have
emitted far more than
their share of heat-trap-
ping carbon dioxide from
the burning of coal, oil and
natural gas, data shows.
Poor nations like Pakistan
and Cuba have been hurt
far more than their share

of global carbon emis-
sions.

Loss and damage has
been talked about for
years, but richer nations
have often balked at nego-
tiating details about pay-
ing for past climate disas-
ters, like Pakistan’s flood-
ing this summer.

The issue is fundamen-
tal for the world’s develop-
ing countries and Guterres
is reminding rich nations
“that they cannot try and
brush it under the carpet
... G20 nations have to take
responsibility for the great
need their actions have
caused,” said Mohamed
Adow of Power Shift
Africa, which tries to mo-
bilize climate action in
Africa.

Princeton University cli-
mate science and interna-
tional affairs professor
Michael Oppenheimer
said in an email that if
high-income and other big
emitters like China want
the U.N. convention on cli-
mate change to remain
useful, “they will need to
grapple seriously with loss
and damage.”

UN chief: World is in ‘life-or-death
struggle’ for survival

Washington, Oct 04 (PTI):

The US will soon impose
further costs on the perpe-
trators of violence against
peaceful demonstrators who
protested against the death
of a 22-year-old woman in
the custody of the morality
police in Iran, President Joe
Biden has said, as he ex-
pressed grave concern over
the crackdown on them.

Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-
old from Iranian Kurdistan,
was arrested for allegedly
violating the country’s
strict Islamic dress code.

The custody death of
Amini on September 13 in
Tehran sparked street

protests around the country.
Iranian Security forces have
cracked down on the
protests.

“For decades, Iran’s
regime has denied the fun-
damental freedom to its peo-
ple and suppressed the aspi-
rations of successive gener-
ations through intimida-
tion, coercion and violence.
The United States stands
with Iranian women and all
citizens of Iran who are in-
spiring the world with their

bravery,” President Biden
said on Monday. Biden said
the United States is making
it easier for Iranians to ac-
cess the internet. The US is
also holding accountable
Iranian officials and enti-
ties, such as the morality po-
lice, that are responsible for
employing violence to sup-
press civil society, he said
on Monday. “This week,
the United States will be
imposing further costs on
perpetrators of violence

against peaceful protesters.
We will continue holding
Iranian officials account-
able and supporting the
rights of Iranians to protest
freely,” Biden said in a state-
ment.

Iran’s state TV has report-
ed that the death toll from

violent clashes between pro-
testers and Iranian security
officers could be as high as
41. Rights groups have given
higher death counts. Several
people have been appre-
hended, with local officials
reporting at least 1,500 ar-
rests.

US to impose further costs on Iran for crackdown against protesters: Biden

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

DD on’t we think that violence against the weaker sex brings out the manly
demeanor of our society where oppression of women is deemed as a

custom ? Women were silently suffering earlier but due to presence of media
and sensitization of police, they are now coming forward to speak against all
types of crime. While serious law reform is the need of the hour, it also
should be taken into consideration that the planners, administrators, and law
enforcement agencies work efficiently and diligently in that direction. This
diminishing social protection has made vulnerable, especially working and
college going women in the city to crimes like eve-teasing, molestation and
rape. It is noticed that the prevalence of crimes against women in a certain
place depends on a large extent to the social ambience of that place. The
punishment for battering, molestation, sexual molestation and unlawful
threat must be increased. Projects must be launched for a better cooperation
between the police, the social services and other relevant parties.
Government should come out with much more essence and urgency to check
the indecent behaviour against women folks, and the need to chart out stern
measures on the part of administrative authorities for curbing down such
events. People also need to come out with determination against such evils
and not be a moot spectator wherein a daughter, or a sister, or a wife, or a
mother is crying for alms. One would find that the scenario for women seems
grim indeed and this will continue so long as the basic social and economic
structures remain unchanged and the implementing and law and order agen-
cies show indifference. Public display of big hoardings only serves to excite
the young minds. Laws alone cannot put an end to evils that are endemic in
the social structure; the government can at least make some attempt to take
its own enactments seriously. Crime is endemic to the human condition, but
a crime specifically directed at one sex is most despicable and unfortunate-
ly, the one that is punished least. According to the Government’s statistics
twenty five rapes are committed in the country everyday but the unofficial
record is in very large number. One would find that Rape is a sexual as well
as cultural attack which has become a great social problem today. There are
many rape cases which have become the headlines of the leading newspa-
pers but the timely actions are not taken.  It is obvious that there is much to
be done to change our laws on rape. While Sections 375 and 376 of the Indian
Penal Code are the major laws dealing with rape, they have failed to match
the international standards of addressing the crime. Making tougher laws
will only be as effective as its implementation. Violent assaults, rapes and
murders of women are symptomatic of a deep societal dysfunction. Any new
law on rape should include the conduct of the defence lawyer and bar uneth-
ical questions against the rape victim. If an FIR is registered against a per-
son in a rape case, he should be automatically disqualified from contesting
elections. The prosecution for rape and sexual harassment should have
toughest lawyers pleading the case to have 100% conviction and not one in
over 1000 cases. In view of the increasing incidence of the rape incidents, it
is absolutely necessary to review the rape law humanely and progressively
as the existing law is not only partial but also outdated. The subject needs a
comprehensive review and should include various types of assault, violence
and torture, and with gender neutrality. Indian women are far too vulnerable
to violent assaults. Sexual violence in villages, though little reported, keeps
girls and women indoors after dark. The pity is that to change attitudes to
rape so many young women have had to suffer and die. An act the police
never prosecute and the public ignores. Women are routinely groped and
harassed by men on buses and trains. The reason behind is the vulgar display
by even top grade heroines in the form of 'item numbers' has become a must
for any successful movie. All these adds to the frustration where the age of
sexual maturity does not match with the permissible age for marriage. A
piece of fool-proof legislation is needed to safeguard innocent victims. One
should see that by giving a deterrent punishment to the rapist this evil of
rape would not be solved. Once it is proved that the person is guilty of rape
he should be hanged and the women for their self-defense should learn the
art of Karate, Judo and if not they should keep a chilly powder in order to
escape from the rapist. Before the dignity of more women is sacrificed, we
need to have a real change for the better democracy, greater freedom, full
transparency, strict law enforcement, and mandatory punishment for
heinous crimes against women.
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Big Thanks to all
the teachers

Teachers are widely acknowl-
edged to play the most important
role in national development as
mentors, guides, and knowledge
providers. They are regarded as
the bedrock of our democracy
because they foster curiosity and
creativity, develop skilled individ-
uals, and increase citizens' knowl-
edge. The entire world celebrates
World Teachers Day on October
5th, with the theme "The transfor-
mation of education begins with
teachers." It is a day set aside to
honor the incredible role that
teachers play all over the world, as
well as their significant contribu-
tion to society. They provide the
best knowledge and make genuine
efforts for students. A great
teacher in every classroom is one
of the most important resources
we can provide students. Salute to
all teachers who shoulder the
responsibility of instilling wisdom,
skills, and a positive outlook on
life in the next generation.
Teachers deserve all of the praise
they can get because they go
above and beyond to help their
students and encourage them to
pursue their strengths. It is a day
to remember and honor the teach-
ers who have taught us important
life lessons and guided us along
our paths to becoming knowledge-
able and wise.Overall, the goal of
World Teachers' Day is to raise
awareness about the value of
teachers and to provide a forum
for discussion about issues affect-
ing teachers and the teaching pro-
fession. As a result, this day is
extremely important all over the
world.

DDrr..  KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVeeppaakkoommmmaa

Timely warning by
RSS to BJP 

It happens so in RSS that time to
time advisory is issued for BJP on
the basis of reports gathered by
its workers from the ground level
and the party also take these
reports in true spirits and wherev-
er necessary remedial actions are
also taken. But this time issues
raised are of grave concerns and
they include poverty,  joblessness,
and the growing inequality.
Recently  Nitin Gadkari said "India
is a rich country but people are
poor".  This one sentence all prob-
lems mentioned above are cov-
ered. For example we talk about
five trillion economy whereas
eight crore citizens getting free
ration. On the employment front
situation is very grim and thou-
sands and thousands of students
are applying for the foreign coun-
tries so that they may get any
employment. Value of rupee is
shrinking due to rise in rate of
interest in foreign countries and
there is huge withdrawal of funds
from the India.There is great dif-
ference of balance of payments as
our imports are more as compare
to exports. India had to import
eighty one percent of oil for its
requirement. In the recent past
Mohan Bhagwat had issued state-
ment that even in the peace time
our Jawans are being killed by the
extremists and today itself when
Home Minister is touring in
Jammu and Kashmir DG jails's
neck had been chopped off.
Therefore, it is time the
Government addressed  all the
grave issues with the seriousness
that they call for. To begin with, it
should discard the denial mode an
Economic policy needs more than
homilies; both the Government
and the RSS must realise this.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Effigies of Hindu demon king Ravana, Kumbhakarna and Meghanada ahead of Dussehra celebrations, in Bhopal, Tuesday.

DUSSEHRA CELEBRATIONS

EE ver since India and Pakistan became sovereign, Pakistan became the
blue-eyed boy of America. In international forums like UNO, the USA

always supported Pakistan in key issues like Kashmir. Pakistan was made a
member of the then SEATO (Southeast Asia Treaty Organization) to count-
er the then USSR. Military aid was provided to Pakistan which was freely
used by Pakistan against India despite India's repeated protests. It was only
during Late JF Kennedy's regime as President that the USA sent some posi-
tive signals to India to counter China. Interestingly, it was also during
Republican Donald Trump's term as President that India's relations with the
USA became cordial and India expected that it would grow stronger under
Democratic US President Biden. But it was not so as Biden recently
announced to supply F-16 fighter jets to Pakistan to combat terrorism,
knowing very well about Pakistan's proximity with China with which the
USA is in a head-on confrontation, and that India is the only nation in SE Asia
who can confront China.  The ouster of Machiavellian Imran Khan Niazi, who
lives up to his reputation of swinging the ball both ways on April 10, the
planned assassination of al Qaeda terrorist chief Ayman Al Zawahiri in heart
of Kabul on July 31 and USD 450 million-dollar upgrade package for Pak F-
16 fighters, clearly indicates that the relationship between Pentagon and
Rawalpindi GHQ has been rekindled after a brief hiatus. It is quite evident
from the chain of events that the US wants to shore up the Shehbaz Sharif
regime and Pakistan economically so that an opportunistic Imran Khan, who
weaponised a diplomatic cipher into an anti-US campaign before his gov-
ernment was ousted, never comes back to power. The so-called diplomatic
cipher has apparently gone missing from the prime minister’s office in
Islamabad and perhaps is in the custody of the Pakistan Army Chief Gen
Qamar Jawed Bajwa in Rawalpindi.  External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s
recent dig at the US’ decision to extend the sustainment programme for its
F-16 fighter jets for neighbour Pakistan has made it clear that India is con-
cerned about the bilateral development. Countering the US’ argument that
the package was being offered to fight terrorism, Jaishankar said, “You are
not fooling anybody by saying these things.”  “For someone to say I am
doing this because it is all counter-terrorism content and so when you are
talking of an aircraft like a capability of an F-16 where everybody knows,
you know where they are deployed and their use,” he recently said at an
event for the Indian-American community in the US. Ever since the US initi-
ated the Global War on Terror after the 9/11 attack, Pakistan has been
receiving substantial American military aid, amounting to a staggering $33
billion since 2002. The Islamic republic was even granted a major non-NATO
ally status by the George Bush administration in 2004. A few of the aid pack-
ages’ key components have been P-3C Orion maritime patrol aircraft, mili-
tary radio sets, tube-launched, optically tracked, wireless-guided anti-
armour missiles, among others, in addition to F-16 fighter jets.  The recent
$450-million F-16 package to the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) includes technical
and logistics services for future maintenance of the PAF’s F-16 fleet. The
deal also offers modifications and support of aircraft, and engine hardware
and software.  In recent times, India has been taking stronger positions on
the world stage and is in the process of shedding its history of acquiescence
to the US. Take, for instance, the recent Russia-Ukraine war. Along with
Ukraine, the US and the rest of the West have placed great public pressure
on India to side with them since the war’s early stages. At the same time,
India’s visible policy of late has been to pursue its strategic interests. In the
case of this war, its position has been independent rather than non-aligned.
The dissonance between India and the US about the F-16 deal with Pakistan
could certainly become a point of discontent but both powers understand
well that their relationship is far from being dependent on the outcome of
such issues alone.  Uncle Sam's duplicity never ends.

US has always been
Pakistan's ally 

Alarming Rise of Rape
Culture in India  

SS wachh Bharat Mission (SBM)
became more than just a gov-

ernment program, it became a peo-
ple movement following our
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s clarion
call for an Open Defecation Free
(ODF) India from ramparts of Red
Fort, on 2nd October 2014. 

The results are there for the
world to see. 110 million toilets
were built and 550 million of our
rural population provided access to
household sanitation facilities mak-
ing India achieve ODF status and
other significant social impacts, on
2nd Oct 2019. The Hon’ble Prime
Minister was presented the Bill and
Melinda Gate Foundation’s Global
Goal Keepers Award 2019, for the
significantly improved health out-
comes and subsequent economic
gains. 

A healthy nation is an empow-
ered one. Under the dynamic and
visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Shri. Narendra Modi, SBM
has made a significant contribution
in placing India as the fifth leading
economy in the world.  An inde-
pendent study by UNICEF reported
that on an average household living
in ODF villages, accrued cumulative
benefits of Rs.50,000 per year, and
households with a new toilet saw a
one-time increase in property value
by Rs.19,000. On average, the total
benefits of new household toilets
were found to exceed costs by 4.7
times.

As we gear up to celebrate
Swachh Bharat Diwas 2022 on the
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi – 2nd October, SBM is well

over two years in its phase II and
moving forward from achievement
of ODF to now striving for ODF plus.
Let us understand that better –
‘ODF plus’, the key objective of
phase II of the SBM-G, comprises
elements beyond construction and
use of toilets and towards holistic
universal sanitation delineating the
sustained usage of toilets, eco-
friendly and economically viable
management of solid and liquid
waste, including bio-degradable
and non-bio-degradable waste gen-
erated from our homes and com-
munities and subsequent visually
clean surroundings. This is in line
with the Gandhian principles of
‘Sampoorna swachhata’ and also
supports our aim to generate liveli-
hoods as part of phase II of the
cleanliness mission, through the
dedicated and specific technologi-
cal interventions for Solid & Liquid
Waste Management (SLWM).

In thousands of villages across
India, solid waste is now being
managed through waste segrega-
tion into wet and dry waste at the
household level and through its
door-to-door collection.
Panchayats and women Self Help
Groups (SHGs) have been and are
being trained to manage the wet
waste through composting and
where possible producing biogas,
subsequently becoming modes of
income generation. Plastic waste
from households and institutions is
being managed through collection
and segregation centres set up
across villages with arrangements
for forward linkages. Plastic waste

is shredded and converted into
suitable forms allowing for further
usage in activities like road con-
struction and use in cement facto-
ries, generating livelihoods in the
process. For example, the sale of
manure and dry waste collected in
the Gram Panchayat of Vandse in
Karnataka fetches around 88,000
per month.  Similarly, aided by its
100 KLD water treatment system,
the  treated wastewater used for
Pisciculture in the Gram Panchayat
of Kurak Jagir in Haryana has
raised about Rs 1 Lakh annually
from Fish farming. These are just
two examples among several simi-
lar stories reported daily from
across rural India. 

Also creating more such avenues
is the GOBARDHAN scheme. Our
villages face a challenge in manag-
ing animal and other bio-waste
including kitchen leftovers, crop
residue and market waste. Hon.
Prime Minister Modi ji gave the
idea of making ’kachhre se kan-
chan’ (waste to wealth), hence
GOBARDhan, wherein, as many as
333 Gobardhan plants across 125
districts are not only providing
clean fuel for cooking and/or light-
ing up numerous households, but
also jobs and income source to
many. This is truly a ‘waste to
wealth’ system which supports bio-
degradable waste recovery and
conversion of waste into resources,
reducing GHG emissions, and
reducing our dependence on the
import of crude oil, boosting entre-
preneurship, and promoting organ-
ic farming.

For managing domestic waste-
water (barring water from toilets),
technically termed ‘grey water’, the
Sujlam 1.0 and Sujlam 2.0 cam-
paigns were rolled out to ensure
that this waste water does not con-
taminate valuable rural natural
water resources such as ponds,
lakes, and rivers. For managing the
fecal sludge, we are encouraging
states to convert all single pit toi-
lets into twin pit toilets, where the

treatment is in-situ. For other types
of toilets like septic tanks, the
focus is on setting up  Faecal
Sludge management systems com-
prising collection, transport, and
treatment of septage and faecal
waste in Faecal Sludge Treatment
Plants. 

Besides all the above, there are
extensive behavioral change cam-
paigns to nudge people towards
adopting safe sanitation systems
and practices. There is Swachhata
Hi Seva (SHS) campaign– SBMs
annual cleanliness fortnight,
focussing on cleaning of legacy
waste and garbage vulnerable
sites, ensuring segregation of
waste at source, construction of
waste collection and segregation
sheds, purchase of waste collection
vehicles, door to door collection of
non-biodegradable waste, keeping
water bodies clean, tree plantation,
implementing Single Use Plastic
(SUP) ban etc..   This year over 2
crore people participated through
shramdan in SHS 2022, and over
460,000 legacy waste dumps were
identified and cleared.

What have all our efforts
achieved in two and a half years? I
am proud to share that more than
1.14 lakh villages have declared
themselves as ODF Plus and around
3 lakh villages have initiated solid
and liquid waste management
works, embarking on their journey
to become ODF Plus.

The target is to have six lakh ODF
plus villages and while doing so
provide jobs and raise income lev-
els of rural India. As responsible
and proud citizens of the country,
under the visionary leadership of
our Hon’ble Prime Minister, Sh.
Narendra Modi, let us unite in our
effort of ‘Swachhta se
Swablamban’ and be a shining
example of total sanitation and
hygiene to the global community.
Jai hind!

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  HHoonn’’bbllee  MMiinniisstteerr  ffoorr
JJaall  SShhaakkttii,,  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa..))

Beyond ODF–making way towards
a ‘Sampoorna Swachh Bharat’

AAbbhhiinnaavv  SShhaarrmmaa

Inspired by the strong resolve of the
Prime Minister of the world’s largest
democracy, India today aspires to become
a Vishwaguru and global powerhouse by
attaining unprecedented heights of pros-
perity and ensuring overall rural and urban
growth in each and every sector. To
achieve this difficult yet not impossible
task there has to be a combined endeav-
our pursued with full enthusiasm and
vigour by the people as well as those in
governance playing a proactive role in the
direction. 

The aspirations are all the more at peak
today especially in view of the fact that
the world including the people of India can
feel India’s resurgence in this direction at
the global level under the par excellence
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who has the distinction of being at
the top of the list of the world’s most pop-
ular leaders according to surveys conduct-
ed by the recognized and reliable survey-
ors across the globe.

It is a fact that during the first and
ongoing tenure of PM Modi led Govt
relentless efforts have already been car-
ried in the direction of making India the
‘World Guru’ with history being scripted
with grit, resilience, ambition, and confi-
dence. Despite multiple challenges and

setbacks like the economic challenges and
the Covid-19 setback the PM Modi led gov-
ernment has been able to make giant
strides in all spheres from education to
health, agriculture to science and technol-
ogy, social welfare to foreign relations,
economy to philanthropy, and entertain-
ment to besides the nation having become
an entity to reckon with in the internation-
al arena where he is today the most
sought after world leader to for discussing
the most significant global issues.

The domination and influence of India
is increasing due to Narendra Modi’s poli-
cies, politics, economic and peaceful
coexistence ideology which is evidenced
by the fact that it is for the first time that
a government promotes Yoga, Ayurveda,
Food, Literature, Tradition, Knowledge and
Experience not only at home but across
the globe. Last but not the least India’s
ages old philosophy emphasizes on being
in contact with the entire existence and
aiming at greater consciousness. India has
been a source of knowledge for world civ-
ilization since the beginning.

The nations across the world admiring
the rich culture of India have adopted
Yoga Day, Ahimsa Day, besides the
Ayurveda. Not only this, even Namaste
tradition has also been adopted at the
international level which is evident from
the top global leaders exchanging pleas-

antries by greeting each other with
Namaste. It is an acknowledged fact that
it is due to the strong and impressive lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the voice of the World’s largest
Democracy has been heard effectively and
will continue to be heard with much more
attention and keenness by the world in all
times to come. 

Be it the G20, Climate Conference or
other forums India leads from front.
Moreover, it has achieved unprecedented
milestones in development plans, the suc-
cessful fight against the Corona epidemic
crisis, establishing ties between India’s
domestic and foreign policy and last but
not the least on the economic front. It
would not be out of context to mention
here that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
dream of making India a $5 trillion (Rs.
350 lakh crore) economy has already
taken wings and despite the heavy jolt due
to the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic
the nation continues to surge ahead
towards fulfilling this dream.

In this regard a meticulous strategy is
being followed and relentless efforts have
been initiated to ensure that India’s econ-
omy grows at a healthy annual average.
The nation’s GDP figures for the first quar-
ter in the current financial year 2022-23
are highly optimistic in this direction.
These reveal that GDP has increased by

double digits. According to the prelimi-
nary estimates issued by the National
Statistical Office, India’s GDP increased by
13.5% in the current quarter. Given the
enforcement of the strict economic/
financial discipline during the BJP led
Modi regime, besides augmentation of
various schemes in every sector, there
should be no doubt that the nation is
poised to reach $5 trillion (Rs. 350 lakh
crore) sooner than later. \

The credit in this regard undoubtedly
goes to PM Modi and his team of financial
experts. When seen in totality it can be
said without a second thought that Modi
Government is determined to prove that
he is second to none across the world. He
has proved that every Indian tradition is
most useful to the world humanity and
India instead of retaining these exclusive-
ly for itself shares every such tradition
with the whole world humanity. In this
regard it would not be out of context to
mention that during the peak pandemic
days India despite its enormous popula-
tion pressure provided the much needed
vaccine to a substantial number of nations
across the globe.

It is because of these initiatives that
the world attaches utmost importance to
India and it would not be wrong to say that
people across the world are today looking
at India with quite hopeful eyes. A meticu-

lous analysis of the developments in con-
text of ‘Vishwaguru’ already reveals that
India is gradually becoming a ‘Global Guru’
under Prime Minister Modi’s leadership.
Undoubtedly, given the richness of values
embedded in the Indian civilization and
culture besides being the only existing
oldest civilization that has already proved
its universality, the target being fully
achieved is only a matter of some more
time. 

The status of any nation at the global
level is not measured exclusively by the
enhanced infrastructure, but by the vision,
character, determination and courage of
the national leader and the modus operan-
di adopted by such leader in steering the
nation forward. Observing the current sta-
tus of the issue from this perspective,
Narendra Modi has emerged as the most
effective world leader, and has become
the reason for India’s genuine and just
dominance in the world. 

Therefore, it needs to be acknowledged
by one and all that the PM himself along
with his government continues to bring
the unbelievable treasures of the Indian
Civilization alive with the contemporary
rather modern references highlighting the
power of India’s traditional panacea and
despite having resolved to achieve this
target by 2047, it will be accomplished
much before the aforesaid timeline.

India gradually becoming ‘World Guru’
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Biomass 
procurement

New Delhi: Union
Power Minister R K
Singh  stressed on the
need for expediting
procurement and use
of biomass pellets in
thermal power plants.
A high level Inter-
Ministerial meeting
under the co-chair-
manship of Singh and
Bhupender Yadav,
Union Minister of
Environment, Forest
& Climate Change was
held on Monday to re-
view the progress of
biomass co-firing in
thermal power plants
along with Parali
management in NCR
and adjoining states.
"R.K. Singh empha-
sised (in the meeting)
that orders for pro-
curement & use of bio-
mass pellets in TPPs (
thermal power plants)
must be expedited and
at least 5 per cent Co-
firing is to be en-
sured," a power min-
istry statement said.

UPI payment 
New Delhi: Payment
through Unified
Payments Interface
(UPI) has crossed a
milestone of Rs 11 lakh
crore in September, as
per the data released by
National Payments
Corporation of India
(NPCI). During the
month, 678 crore trans-
actions in volume terms
were done on the plat-
form launched in 2016.
Payment through UPI
had crossed Rs 10 lakh
crore in May this year.
Last month, as many as
657.9 crore transactions
worth Rs 10.72 lakh
crore had taken place.
UPI is an instant real-
time payment system
which facilitates inter-
bank peer-to-peer (P2P)
transactions. The trans-
action is done through
mobile in easy steps.
Besides, there are no
charges applicable for
the UPI transaction so
far. Moreover, UPI has
played a key role in the
country becoming al-
most cashless economy.

Export promotion

New Delhi:

Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal will
meet different export
promotion councils on
October 7 to discuss
ways to promote the
growth rate in the
country's outbound
shipments, an official
said. The meeting as-
sumes significance as
India's exports con-
tracted by 3.52 per cent
to USD 32.62 billion in
September against
USD 33.81 billion in
the same month last
year, while the trade
deficit widened to USD
26.72 billion during the
last month.
Representatives from
export bodies, includ-
ing the Federation of
Indian Export
Organisations,
Apparel Export
Promotion Council
and Council for
Leather Exports,
would participate in
the meeting, the offi-
cial said.

AYUSHMAN BHARAT HEALTH CARD

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and Dy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis during the launch

of Ayushman Bharat health card, at Mantralaya, in Mumbai, Tuesday, Oct. 4.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

A decline in exports in
sectors such as engineering,
ready-made garments of all
textiles and rice led to a con-
traction in the country's
overall outbound shipments
by 3.52 per cent to USD 32.62
billion in September, while
the trade deficit widened to
USD 26.72 billion, according
to the preliminary data re-
leased by the commerce
ministry on Monday. The
other export sectors that
recorded a dip in the growth
rate included chemicals,
and cotton yarn, fabrics and
made-ups during
September. Imports during
the month, however, grew
by 5.44 per cent to USD 59.35
billion as against USD 56.29
billion in September 2021,
the data showed. The ex-
ports during April-

September 2022-23 rose by
15.54 per cent to USD 229.05
billion. The imports during
the period increased by
37.89 per cent to USD 378.53
billion.

The trade deficit during
the first six months of the
fiscal has widened to USD
149.47 billion as against
USD 76.25 billion during
April-September 2021-22. In
August, the outbound ship-
ments rose marginally by
1.62 per cent to USD 33.92
billion, while the trade
deficit more than doubled to
USD 27.98 billion due to in-

creased crude oil imports.
The trade deficit in
September 2021 was USD
22.47 billion. "India has
achieved a monthly value of
merchandise export in
September 2022 amounting
USD 32.62 billion, decreased
by 3.52 per cent over USD
33.81 billion in September
2021," the ministry said in a
statement. Crude oil im-
ports in September declined
to USD 15.6 billion as
against USD 16.8 billion in
the same month last year.
Gold imports too dipped to
USD 3.65 billion as com-

pared to USD 5.11 billion in
September 2021. A dip in the
import values in September
was also witnessed in com-
modity groups such as
chemicals (USD 2.42 billion
against USD 2.48 billion)
and vegetable oil (USD 1.9
billion against USD 2 bil-
lion). However, the imports
of coal, coke and briquettes
rose to USD 3.43 billion in
September as against USD
2.19 billion in September
2021. The imports of ma-
chinery, transport equip-
ment and iron steel also
recorded a positive growth
in September. Commenting
on the numbers, Federation
of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) direc-
tor general Ajay Sahai said
the slowdown in exports is
primarily a reflection of the
toughening conditions of
global trade, which is facing
a demand slowdown on ac-
count of high inventories,
rising inflation, high volatil-
ity in currencies and geopo-
litical tensions.

India’s exports dip by 3.52 pc
to USD 32.62 bn in Sep

̈ Trade deficit
widens to USD
27.72 bn

Aurangabad (Maha), Oct 04: 

As many as 200 railway
stations across the country
will get a facelift with mod-
ern amenities, Railways
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said here.

He attended the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony
for a coach maintenance
factory at the Aurangabad
railway station in central
Maharashtra. "Tendering
process for 47 railway sta-
tions is completed while
physical work has started
at 32 stations," he said. He
said the railways is being
transformed. "The govern-
ment has prepared a mas-
ter plan to revamp 200 rail-
way stations. Overhead
spaces will be created on
the stations which will
have world-class facilities
including waiting lounges
and food courts, besides
amusement facilities for
children," the minister
said. Vaishnaw also said

that railway stations will
act as the "platform" for the
sale of regional products.
Speaking on the contribu-
tion of the Marathwada re-
gion in Maharashtra in the
making of Vande Bharat
trains, the minister said,
"The country will have 400
'Vande Bharat' trains in fu-
ture and 100 of these trains
will be manufactured in
the coach factory at Latur
in Marathwada. The neces-
sary changes in the factory
are already being made".
Currently, three Vande
Bharat trains are opera-
tional and the latest one,
between Mumbai Central-
Gandhinagar, was
launched last week. The
first coaches of the upgrad-
ed version of Vande Bharat
will roll out from

Marathwada Rail Coach
Factory at Latur in 13 to 14
months, he said.

Newly launched Vande
Bharat trains have generat-
ed interest outside India
too and therefore coaches
required for them will be
manufactured at the
Marathwada factory. All
necessary preparations
have been completed. As
many as 1,600 coaches will
be manufactured at the fac-
tory, Vaishnaw said. The
rail coach factory in Latur
will provide a fillip to de-
velopment of Marathwada
and due to it, other related
projects will also be set up
and employment will be
generated on a large scale,
the minister said.
Vaishnaw said the govern-
ment doesn't give the rea-
son regarding the 'Rate of
Return' for sanctioning of
a project. He said all parts
of the country are now
being connected either by
highways or railways
under the PM Gati Shakti
scheme, and parts of
Marathwada will also be
linked.

India to have 400 ‘Vande Bharat’
trains in future: Vaishnaw

̈ 200 rail stations 
to be revamped 

New Delhi, Oct 04: 

Kia India on Tuesday
said it is recalling 44,174
units of its latest model
'Carens' to inspect and fix
any potential error in air
bag control module soft-
ware. As a responsible cor-
porate, the company has
decided to voluntarily re-
call the vehicles for inspec-
tion and if required, a soft-
ware update will be pro-
vided free of cost, the au-
tomaker said in a state-
ment. The voluntary recall
campaign is being under-
taken to inspect any poten-
tial error in air bag control
module software in the

Carens, it added.
The company said it will

directly reach out to the
owners of the concerned
vehicles to update them
about this voluntary recall
campaign. Customers of
the affected vehicles would
be required to get in touch
with their respective Kia
authorised dealers to
schedule an appointment.
Kia India had launched
the model, which comes
with six and seven seating
options, in February this
year. The Carens comes
powered by a 1.5 petrol, 1.4
litre petrol, and 1.5 diesel
powertrains mated with
three transmissions.

Kia recalls 44,174
units of Carens

Kolkata, Oct 04: 

An organisation of exporters
wrote to Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, urging her
to extend the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) exemption
on export freight that lapsed on
September 30. The Federation
of Indian Export Organizations
(FIEO) expressed concern that
if the exemption is not extend-
ed, it will add to their liquidity
challenges amid rising interest
rates.
Since its introduction in 2018,
the government had extended
the exemption twice till
September this year. "Overseas
freight rates had increased by
300 350 per cent from pre Covid
levels. Now, there has been a
slight decline in such rates, but
these are still 200 250 per cent
higher than that of the 2019
levels," FIEO President A
Sakthivel said. If the exemption
is not renewed, exporters will
be required to pay GST at 18
per cent on export freight,
which will increase the logisti-
cal costs for Indian goods in the
international market, he said.

"Due to the recent increase in
interest rates by the Reserve
Bank of India, the GST pay-
ments on such high freight cost
will have a significant negative
impact on exporters' liquidity,"
Sakthivel said. Global trade is
"entering a very challenging era
as countries are facing high
inflation", with an "impending
recession impacting the
demand", the FIEO president
said. "This is evident from
India's slowing export growth
rate between April and August.
Indian exporters are trying their
level best despite the rupee
being one of the most resilient
currencies in the world, thus
not providing less competitive-
ness to our exports as com-
pared to our competitors as
most currencies have depreciat-
ed at a much steeper pace,"
Sakthivel said in his letter sent
to the minister via e-mail on
October 2. He pointed out that
the GST on export freight is
revenue neutral as exporters
will pay the same, and subse-
quently get a refund but with a
lag of 2-3 months, blocking
their capital. 

Exporters urge FM to
extend GST exemption on

export freight

New Delhi, Oct 04: 

Indian smartphone
maker Lava International
on Monday said it will
launch an affordable 5G
smartphone, LavaBlaze 5G,
for about Rs 10,000 before
Diwali. The mobile device
was unveiled by telecom
minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw at the India
Mobile Congress here. A
mobile device expert
claimed that at Rs 10,000,
the phone would be the
cheapest 5G smartphone in
the market. "It has always

been our desire to develop
an accessible 5G smart-
phone that is made in
India. The product aligns
with the larger vision of
providing the next-genera-
tion 5G technology to
Indians at an affordable
price point. With the
launch of this smartphone
we are making the power of
5G technology accessible to
all," Lava International
President and Business
head Sunil Raina said. Pre-
bookings for the Lava Blaze
5G will commence around
Diwali this year, he said.

Lava to launch 5G smartphone
at Rs 10,000 around Diwali

Union Minister for Communications and Electronics & Information
Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw unveils Lavas 5G smartphone ‘Blaze Pro 5G
during the 6th India Mobile Congress at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.

Mumbai, Oct 04: 

The rupee appreciated
by 29 paise to end at 81.53
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday as
heavy buying in domestic
equities and weakness in
the greenback strength-
ened investor sentiment.
However, rising crude
prices in the international
market capped the rupee's
gain, forex dealers said. At
the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened
strong at 81.66 against the
greenback. It witnessed an
intra-day high of 81.36 and
a low of 81.66 during the
session. It finally ended at
81.53, up 29 paise from its
previous close. In the previ-
ous session, the rupee had
settled paise 42 lower at
81.82 against the dollar.
"Rupee retraced from its
all-time lows after the RBI
raised rates by 50 bps. The
dollar retraced from high
levels after the manufac-
turing PMI number re-
leased from the US came
below estimates.

Rupee rises 29 paise
to close at 81.53

against US dollar on
FII buying

Mumbai, Oct 04: 

Mumbai, 4th October
2022: Post the successful
demonstration of its True-
5G services at the India
Mobile Congress 2022, Jio
is announcing the Beta
trial of its True-5G servic-
es on the auspicious occa-
sion of Dussehra, for Jio
users in 4 cities – Mumbai,
Delhi, Kolkata, and
Varanasi. Dussehra sym-
bolizes the triumph over
hurdles caused by legacy
technologies such as 2G,
with knowledge and wis-
dom that Jio True 5G will
genuinely enable.

As Jio’s True-5G net-
work is getting ready in
these metros, Jio’s
Welcome Offer will enable
its invited customers to

trial True-5G services and
provide service and user-
experience feedback.
Being a customer-obsessed
organization, Jio believes
in giving the best cus-
tomer experience that is
strengthened by customer
feedback.

With over 425 million
users, Jio’s mission with
5G is to speed up India’s
transformation into a

Digital Society. This con-
nectivity and technology
will help serve humanity
by bettering lives and pro-
viding increased liveli-
hood.

Jio’s True-5G is built on
the “We Care” principle
and will bring transforma-
tional changes across
Education, Healthcare,
Agriculture, Skill
Development, Small,
Medium, and Large enter-
prises, IoT, Smart homes,
and Gaming, impacting 1.4
billion Indians.

Jio True 5G Welcome
Offer is being launched in
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
and Varanasi for Jio users,
by invitation

These customers will
get Unlimited 5G data with
up to 1 Gbps+ speeds. The

Beta trial service for other
cities will be announced
progressively as cities
keep getting ready. Users
will continue to avail of
this Beta trial until the
network coverage of a city
is substantially complete
to provide the best cover-
age and user experience to
every customer.

Mr. Akash M Ambani,
Chairman, Reliance Jio
Infocomm Limited, said,
“Our Prime Minister has
given a clarion call for ac-
celerated roll-out of 5G
across India to realize the
full potential of a Digital
India. In response, Jio has
prepared an ambitious and
the fastest ever 5G roll-out
plan for a country of our
size. India is leading the
Digital revolution.

Jio announces the lauch of Jio True 5G

Mumbai, Oct 04: 

IDFC Mutual Fund an-
nounced the launch of
the IDFC Transportation
and Logistics Fund, an
open-ended equity
scheme investing in
transportation and logis-
tics sector, intending to
benefit from the multi-
year growth opportunity
in the mobility services
sector. The New Fund
Offer opens on Tuesday,
October 04, 2022, and clos-
es on Tuesday, October 18,
2022. Investment can be
made through licensed
mutual fund distributors

and online platforms as
well as directly on the
IDFC MF website
https://idfcmf.com/.

Highlighting the ra-
tionale behind launching
the IDFC Transportation
and Logistics Fund, Mr.
Vishal Kapoor, CEO,
IDFC AMC said, “Rapid
urbanization is accelerat-
ing growth in personal
mobility requirements.
Additionally, powerful
enablers like a strong de-
mand-led recovery cycle
and margin improvement
provides visibility for
strong earnings growth
for the transportation

and logistics sector.
Growth in this sector is
expected to be driven by
rising aspirations, en-
hanced infrastructure, a
surge in volumes and ex-
port-driven opportuni-
ties. The IDFC
Transportation and
Logistics Fund will be ac-
tively managed by a team
which has a strong pedi-
gree and expertise in
leveraging the vast op-
portunities across this at-
tractive value chain.” Mr.
Daylynn Pinto, Fund
Manager for IDFC
Transportation and
Logistics Fund added,

IDFC MF gears up to launch IDFC
Transportation and Logistics Fund

New Delhi, Oct 04:  

Automobile retail sales
in India rose 11 per cent in
September as better sup-
plies from manufacturers
enabled dealers to ramp up
customer deliveries amid
the ongoing festive period,
Federation Of Automobile
Dealers Associations said
on Tuesday. Last month,
total retail sales stood at
14,64,001 units as compared
to 13,19,647 units in
September 2021. FADA
noted that October is ex-
pected to witness even bet-
ter overall sales due to the

festive season further gath-
ering steam.

"Dealers anticipate this
to be the best festive period
in a decade for the passen-
ger vehicle segment as we
anticipate even higher
sales during the month," it
said. Barring tractors and
some three-wheeler trims,

all other segments like pas-
senger and commercial ve-
hicles and two wheelers
performed better in
September as compared to
the year-ago period.
Passenger vehicle retails
increased 10 per cent to
2,60,556 units last month as
against 2,37,502 units in
September 2021.

"Better availability of
cars due to easing semicon-
ductor supply, new launch-
es and feature rich prod-
ucts kept customers glued
to dealerships for getting
their favourite vehicles
during the auspicious peri-

od," Federation Of
Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA)
President Manish Raj
Singhania said in a state-
ment. While semiconduc-
tor supply continues to
ease, FADA requests OEMs
(Original Equipment
Manufacturers) to match
supply as per the demand
so that PV sales can further
receive a boost, he added.
Similarly, two-wheeler reg-
istrations saw an increase
of 9 per cent at 10,15,702
units last month as com-
pared with 9,31,654 units in
September last year.

Automobile retail sales rise 11 pc in
Sep on festive fervour, better supplies

‘Karthikeya 2’ actor Nikhil
Siddhartha is a huge SRK fan

T
elugu actor Nikhil Siddhartha, who got
a lot of positive response for his pan-
India release, 'Karthikeya 2', is a huge

fan of the Badshah of Bollywood - Shah
Rukh Khan, by his own admission. Nikhil
has been a part of 'Karthikeya 1' and
'Karthikeya 2' and will also be seen in
'Karthikeya 3'. The actor, who started
his journey in the film industry as an
assistant director, and emerged as a
successful actor with 'Karthikeya 2',
recently shared, "I am a huge
Shahrukh Khan fan from the 'Fauji'
and 'Circus' (television shows) time."
He said that he has seen every single
interview of Shah Rukh Khan to un-
derstand what it takes to be an out-
sider and still rule the hearts of mil-
lions across the world, "I have
watched every interview of his and
learnt how he came from outside and
became the King of Bollywood.

Mammootty-starrer
‘Rorschach’ to release 

on Oct 7

M
alayalam superstar
M a m m o o t t y ' s
m u c h - a w a i t e d

Malayalam film,
'Rorschach', is all set to re-
lease on October 7 this year,
the makers have an-
nounced. Touted to be one
of the most intriguing proj-
ects of the year, the film, di-

rected by Nisam Basheer, is
an action-thriller that has
been produced by
Mammootty under the ban-
ner of Mammootty
Kampany.

Dulquer Salmaan's
Wayfarer films is to distrib-
ute the movie in Kerala
while Truth Global Films

has grabbed its overseas
rights. Belived to be ex-
treme thriller with a lay-
ered plot, the movie will
have Mammootty playing
the role of Luke Anthony, a
man with a mysterious past
and looking to exact some
sort of revenge. Fans are
eager to watch Mammooty
in the spine-chilling avatar
as he gears up to deal with
his 'prey'. Rorschach is
Nisam Basheer's second di-
rectorial venture after the
Asif Ali-led romantic
drama, 'Kettyolaanu Ente
Malakha'.

Actor Madhavan, better known as
actor Maddy to his fans and follow-

ers, on Monday expressed his deep
appreciation for a short film titled, 'I am
going to tell GOD everything' saying,
the well made film had left him "moved
and rattled."
Taking to Instagram, Maddy wrote, "An
eye-opener and some thing that will
question every action that we do today.
Weren't we supposed to be the evolved
ones? "Wasn't love, compassion and
understanding supposed to be the
whole mock of every civilization? When
did we start turning into such horren-
dous beasts? What a well-made film my
dear bro Jaypatel... moved and rattled.
Watch this one guys … "I am going to
tell GOD everything." . A must watch."
The short film is a true story and is based on real events with
a rollercoaster of emotions. Produced by an Indian American
film producer Jay Patel, the Hollywood short film emphasises
non-violence and anti-war. The movie depicts the outcome of
war and its devastating
impact, especially on chil-
dren and women.

Hrithik lets it all go with this
ritual after every film

B
ollywood star Hrithik Roshan, who is currently en-
joying the response to his recently released two-
hero film, 'Vikram Vedha' has said how he commits

to his work and goes out and out to make sure that he
gives his all to the role. The actor took to his Instagram to
share a video of himself in which he can be seen telling
the story behind the black thread on his wrist. Captioning
his video, the actor wrote, "Time to let go. I don't know ex-
actly when I started doing this. Or even why. But I realized
today that I'v secretly done this for every character that
terrified me". Continuing further, he mentioned how it

started for his character of Kabir
in the 2019 action film 'War',

which again was inciden-
tally a two-hero film,
"Mostly it's a red mauli

(kabir wore that) and some-
times it's a black thread.
Can't even remember when
I started this. Was it 'Kaho
Na Pyaar Hai...' ? Or 'Koi
Mil Gaya' or much later ? (

Wil have to go back and
check my wrists or

neck in those
films ) cause it's

n e v e r
planned."

B
ollyw-
ood actress
Katrina Kaif

will be essaying the role
of a ghost in her upcoming
release 'Phone Bhoot'. The
horror-comedy also stars
Siddhant Chaturvedi and Ishaan
Khattar. This is the first time she

will be seen playing the character of a
ghost in a film.

The makers had recently shared a
BTS video from the sets of the film. It

showed the cast having a great time
during the making of the film there-

by raising the excitement of the au-
dience to see the three actors to-

gether in the film.
'Phone Bhoot' has been directed

by Gurmmeet Singh, who is
known for his work on the crime-

drama streaming show 'Mirzapur'.
The film, written by Ravi
Shankaran and Jasvinder Singh
Bath, will also mark Kartina's
first film after her marriage with
Vicky Kaushal.

Produced by Ritesh
Sidhwani and Farhan
Akhtar-owned Excel

Entertainment, 'Phone
Bhoot' is set to be re-
leased on November 4,
2022.

ACROSS

1. Building extensions

5. Outdated

10. Damon or Dillon

14. Send

15. Mature

16. Wind instrument

17. Inconsequential

19. Midwest state

20. Smallest

21. Magazine editions

23. Valuable stone

24. Decide

25. Hush!

28. Dog's name

31. Golf prop

32. Earring type

34. In good shape

36. Prepare to pray

40. Love, Italian-style

42. Time past

43. Dish out

44. Measuring device

45. Carson's successor

47. Conks out

48. Male turkey

50. Enthralled

52. Philadelphia time zone (abbr.)

53. Ohio port

56. A Gershwin

58. Kitchen gadget

59. Scenic view

64. Races an engine

65. Indifferent to government

67. Dogwood or palm

68. Rodeo rope

69. Bullets, for short

70. Hearing organs

71. Singer ____ John

72. Bench

DOWN

1. Give off

2. Feeble, as an excuse

3. Shade of green

4. Informal speech

5. Displace (a TV show)

6. Ventilates

7. Roasting stick

8. Caribbean ____

9. Join the army

10. Wetted

11. Concerning

12. Drying cloth

13. Taunt

18. Makes a knot

22. Looks for

25. Imitation

26. Residence

27. Owl's cry

29. Uttered

30. Golfer ____ Woods

33. False ____

35. "____ Lisa"

37. Buffalo's waterfront

38. Nights before holidays

39. "____ we forget"

41. Eat away

46. View

49. Group spirit

51. Jogging gait

53. Pastry

54. Puccini work

55. Crowbar, for one

57. Opera highlights

59. Mail

60. As well

61. Top

62. Doll's cry

63. Plenty (2 wds.)

66. Chum
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A minor accident might take place at
home today, Aquarius, but don't
worry. It will ultimately provoke more
laughter than harm. You will want the
place to look great, Aquarius, because
a close friend or lover could come to
visit. An intimate conversation or pas-
sionate encounter is indicated. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

An unexpected package could arrive, possi-
bly shipped from far away. The circum-
stances could be rather strange. Friends or
relatives that you might not expect could
suddenly call or text, and you could an hour
or more catching up. This can be very grati-
fying, Pisces, but don't wear yourself out.
You’ll have a good time no matter what you
talk about.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today you might strategize ways to make a lit-
tle extra money to prepare to move ahead with
your life and ambitions. This might be in con-
junction with your significant other or some
close friends. Browsing online shops might
result in impulse purchases, as gifts or perhaps
for yourself. In the evening, plan some time
alone with your partner or go on your favorite
dating app and look for one if you're single.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your naturally passionate nature should be
more aroused than usual today. The festive
atmosphere around you gives rise to warm,
intimate feelings that bring friends and cou-
ples closer together, Taurus, so prepare for
some good times and excitement in the home
tonight, if possible. Optimism and enthusi-
asm should fill the air. You will feel secure and
comfortable yet crackling with ardor. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

An intense card, email, or phone call could
come from a sibling or other relative today.
Perhaps this is a good chance to patch up an
old quarrel with this person, but don't be
tempted to start another! Emotions are run-
ning high now, Gemini, and it wouldn't take
much to set someone off. You might want to
go out and do a little shopping but be care-
ful. Traffic could be bad.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Contact with a friend's may have to be
delayed, and this might worry you. It will
be necessary to make a special effort to
get almost anything done today, Cancer.
You could have some urgent chores to
complete, but the streets and stores may
be full of impatient people. Relax, breathe
deeply, and summon every bit of energy
you have. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A love relationship could take on a higher
and more spiritual aspect during this
period, creating a desire for your souls to
bond. The planetary atmosphere brings
you closer together, and you may experi-
ence a closer sense of intimacy. You two
might spend time with mutual friends
today, if possible, enjoying yourselves,
but at the same time anxious to be alone. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

The planetary energy might find you
responding to a sudden sense of inspiration
that arouses your creativity. You may feel
an unexpected urge to write, paint, draw,
or compose some music. You may want to
sequester yourself, which could cause
some problems with friends and family
members who want to be on close contact
with you. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You've been very busy, professionally
and socially, and now you're probably
longing for a romantic encounter. If
you're currently involved, you should
schedule some time alone with the spe-
cial person in your life. If you aren't
involved, don't be surprised if someone
new appears on the scene. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You're likely to want to spend some time
alone with your partner today, Scorpio,
but with the current planetary influences
at play, either you or your honey's career
concerns could get in the way. An unex-
pected opportunity needs to be explored
right away, so you might not be able to
spend any time together now. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

A co-worker might be away, and this
could increase the amount of work that
you have to do, causing strain and
upset, especially if you aren't familiar
with the work. Don't try to do it all at
once. A distant family member you
haven't heard from for a while could
phone out of the blue, and you could
spend a happy half hour catching up.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Warm and sensitive by nature, Capricorn,
today you could feel especially sensual. Sex
and romance are likely to be on your mind.
Romantic novels and movies may seem
especially appealing now, as could cozy
beds and warm baths. Plan a romantic
evening with the special person in your life,
if possible. Perhaps a special candlelit din-
ner at home.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Katrina to 
play ghost in 
‘Phone Bhoot’

A
lia Bhatt had an-
nounced her preg-
nancy through so-

cial media in June and
since then the actress is
grabbing the eyeballs
about the same.

From her maternity
outfit, footwear and to
launching her own line of
maternity wear, the
'Brahmastra' actress is
leaving no stone un-
turned to flaunt her preg-
nancy and talk about it
during the promotional
events or award cere-
monies.

The actress is often
seen sharing her experi-
ence and singing her
favourite track 'Kesariya'.

In fact, more recently
during the acceptance
speech after being hon-
oured with Time100
Impact award, the actress
mentioned how the baby
'relentlessly kicked' her
throughout her speech.

She also talked at
length about it during the
promotional events of
her recent projects, in-
cluding 'Darlings' and
'Brahmastra: Part One -
Shiva'. well, it seems
mom-to-be Alia is in love
with these two topics and
thus she prefers to reveal
her emotions for them.

During a promotional
event of her movie
'Brahmastra' in
Hyderabad in September,
she was seen wearing a
pink sharara. But what
she wanted to do was to
highlight a message writ-
ten on it. For this, she

turned her back towards
the audience so that they
could read ‘baby on board'
written on her back.

She also sang her
favourite song 'Kesariya'
in Telugu. The actress
was also trolled by the ne-
tizens for wearing heels
during one of the promo-
tional events of her
movie 'Brahmastra' and
many of them advised
her to stop wearing them
as they can be risky and
said not to feel insecure
about her height while
posing for a picture with
Ranbir.

Recently, she also took
to her Instagram handle
to show the collection of
her maternity wear.

Those looking at it can
easily come to know
about her style statement
during pregnancy and
how much effort she is
putting to make it visible
to her fans.

Of course, it can be an
attempt also to show how
expecting mothers can set
their own fashion trends.

Just after the an-
nouncement of her preg-
nancy, tIIhe 'Gangubai
Kathiawadi' actress was
seen promoting her film
'Darlings' in which she
opened up about the
stress during pregnancy
and gave her precious
piece of advice to contin-
ue working even during
this period.

Alia Bhatt enjoying her
pregnancy to the fullest

T
elugu star Prabhas,
who is currently in
the news with his

portrayal of Raghava or
Lord Ram in "Adipirush",
will be seen burning a
lifesize effigy of Ravana
in the Ramlila at the Lal
Qila Ground in the na-
tional capital. He will be
accompanied by
President, Droupadi
Murmu and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

Lav Kush Ramlila
Committee Secretary
Arjun Kumar, in a state-
ment, said: "Prabhas
played Lord Rama in
'Adipurush' and thus we
thought to invite him as a
chief guest along with the
President of India and
the Delhi Chief Minister.
All three will shoot the
arrows to kill Ravana in
Ramlila."

The Ramlila is happen-

ing after a couple of years
in Delhi, and hence, the
committee wanted to do it
on a grand scale.

"For two years we
couldn't organise Ramlila
because of Covid but this
year we thought to do it
on a large scale so that
more people can come
and watch it. Thus, we in-
volved about 22 celebs
and they all became part
of our Ramlila. And this
is also one of the main
reasons to invite Prabhas
as a guest," Kumar said.

Detailing the actors
and their roles, Kumar
said: "Raghav Tiwari is
playing Lord Ram and
'Sankat Mochan
Hanuman' actor Arjun
Mandola is seen as
Lakshman and
'Sankatmochan Mahabali
Hanuman' actress
Deblina Chatterjee is por-
traying the role of Sita."

Prabhas to do ‘Ravan dahan’
at Lav Kush Ramlila

Actor Madhavan says he is moved
and rattled by this short film!
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Sylhet, Oct 04 (PTI):

Jemimah Rodrigues was
at her ruthless best, smash-
ing an unbeaten 75 off 45
balls as India out-batted an
inexperienced United Arab
Emirates by 104 runs in the
Women's T20 Asia Cup, here
on Tuesday.

Jemimah and Deepti
Sharma (64 off 49 balls)
added 128 runs in 13.3 overs
after UAE had briefly sent
some shivers down the
Indians' spine, reducing the
tournament favourites to 20
for 3 inside the fifth over.

However, the gulf in class
between the two teams be-
came more and more evi-
dent with India posting a
challenging 178 for 5 in 20
overs.

The UAE team, which is
also represented by 11 play-
ers of Indian origin, never
even bothered to be compet-
itive in its chase, finishing
the quota of 20 overs at 74
for 4. India have now won
three matches on the trot
and are firmly on their way
to grab a semi-final berth al-
though the big games
against Bangladesh and
Pakistan are yet to be
played. While Smriti
Mandhana, S Meghana
were back in the dug-out
quickly, Jemimah and
Deepti first steadied the

ship till the 12th over and
then upped the ante to-
wards the end when the
UAE bowlers found it diffi-
cult to control the run-flow.

While Jemimah hit 11

boundaries, Deepti had five
fours and two sixes -- includ-
ing one which was slog-
swept behind '45' off a medi-
um pacer.

Jemimah had two chief

scoring zones -- one in the
arc between square leg and
deep mid-wicket and the
other between cover and
extra cover. The UAE cap-
tain used as many as eight
bowlers but the last six
overs turned out to be com-
plete mayhem with 72 runs
coming off them.

While chasing, the mind-
set of the UAE batters was
ultra defensive and they
were more keen on not los-
ing wickets after being re-
duced to 5 for 3 by the end of
the second over.

Kavisha Egodage (30 not
out, 54 balls) and Khushi
Sharma (29, 50 balls) were
engaged in a 59-run stand

where all they did was avoid
getting out. No doubt, India
stand-in skipper Smriti
Mandhana was pleased as
punch after the win.

"Jemi and Deepti batted
brilliantly for their 100-run
partnership to get us back
in the game. They (UAE)
batted well, there was one
dropped catch, but they bat-
ted really well to not give
their wickets away,"
Mandhana said at the post-
match presentation ceremo-
ny. "We had plans for our
bowlers to get some prac-
tice, and are happy with
what we managed. We want-
ed all our batters to have a
hit." 

Rodrigues and Deepti fifties
put India on top of the table

DDuubbaaii,,  OOcctt  0044  ((PPTTII)):: Enjoying a good run of form of late, India's
Jemimah Rodrigues on Tuesday entered the top 10 in the ICC
Women's T20I rankings for batters. She is currently placed
eighth, having scored two fifties in four innings. Rodrigues
jumped four places to grab the number eight position in the list
headed by Australian star Beth Mooney. Rodrigues, 22, is now
among three India players inside the top 10, with vice-captain
Smriti Mandhana and Shafali Verma retaining their third and
seventh positions respectively. Rodrigues struck 76 during
India's match against Sri Lanka in the ongoing Asia Cup T20 in
Sylhet last Saturday. On Tuesday, Rodrigues smashed her way
to 45-ball 75 as India crushed the UAE by 104 runs to continue
their winning run. India skipper Harmanpreet Kaur moved two
spots up to 13th after the latest update. In the bowling depart-
ment, led by England's Sophie Ecclestone, India off-spinner
Deepti Sharma slipped one place to the sixth position.

Jemimah enters top 10 in ICC T20I rankings

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI):

Indian men's football
team head coach Igor
Stimac on Tuesday signed
an extension of his con-
tract till the end of next
year's AFC Asian Cup.

The decision to extend
the contract was recom-
mended by the All India
Football Federation's
(AIFF) technical commit-
tee last month, and was
subsequently ratified by
the executive committee
in their respective meet-
ings in Kolkata last
month.

The executive commit-
tee also accepted the rec-
ommendations of the tech-
nical committee that
should India make it to the
quarterfinals of the Asian
Cup, the coach's contract
should be automatically
renewed. "I am extremely
happy that the AIFF has
placed the trust in the
process that we have put
in," said Stimac.

"We have had a very
good run in the qualifiers,
and we want to make sure

that we keep building our-
selves up till the Asian
Cup and give a good ac-
count of ourselves in the
continental stage."

The 55-year-old from
Croatia has been in charge
of the Blue Tigers since
2019, and has successfully
guided the team through
to its second successive
AFC Asian Cup qualifica-
tion earlier this year, when
India topped Group D of
the Third Round quali-
fiers.

"Now that we have en-
sured qualification, we
must make sure that we
keep improving and find-
ing our best combination
till the Asian Cup," he
said. "Again, it is not an

easy process, and there
will be plenty of pain on
the way, but if we can stick
to the proper procedure
and not take shortcuts, we
can achieve our target of
making it to the knockout
rounds."

AIFF secretary general
Shaji Prabhakaran said:
"The new team in AIFF
would like to see a forward
momentum for the nation-
al team and we are deter-
mined to rebuild it with a
fresh approach by develop-
ing a new plan exclusively
for the senior national
team." The secretary gen-
eral informed that the fed-
eration will work closely
with the head coach, the
support staff and the play-
ers and the clubs as well in
making sure a positive sce-
nario is created for Indian
football through the senior
national team.

"Our best wishes to Igor
Stimac and we are confi-
dent he will guide the
Indian national team to a
new level with his huge ex-
perience and hard work,"
Prabhakaran said.

Igor Stimac signs contract 
extension till AFC Asian Cup 2023

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI):

India forward Mumtaz Khan
was on Tuesday named the FIH
Women's Rising Star of the Year
on the back of her stellar role dur-
ing the country's campaign at the
Junior World Cup in South Africa
earlier this year.

The 19-year-old Mumtaz,
who hails from
Lucknow, had scored
eight goals in six
matches, includ-
ing a hat-trick,
during India's
four th-place
finishing cam-
paign in
Potchefstroom
in April.

She finished in
third place on the
list of top scorers in
the World Cup. She failed
to score in just one game
throughout the tourna-
ment, against Netherlands.

Mumtaz scored both the
goals for India in the cru-
cial 2-2 tie in the bronze
medal match against
England, but the team could-
n't get over the line in the en-
suing shoot-out to end at
fourth place.

"I cannot believe that I have won this
award. It is the hard work of our entire
team over the year that has paid off, and

I dedicate the win to my team,"
Mumtaz said. "I feel the award is a

sign that the hard work that I have
put over the past year on the train-
ing grounds has helped me im-
prove a lot as a player. But this is
just the beginning of my career. I
wish to continue the learning

process and will continue the
hard work to improve

upon my game."
Mumtaz edged
B e l g i u m ' s

C h a r l o t t e
Englebert by a

margin of
just three
points after

votes were
cast by experts

(40%), teams
(20%), fans (20%)

and media (20%).
The young Indian fin-

ished with a total of
32.9 points, with Englebert
coming in second with
29.9 points. Luna Fokke
from the Netherlands fin-
ished third with 16.9
points. Mumtaz also
emerged as India's lead-

ing goal-scorer at the FIH
Women's Hockey 5s 2022

where she scored five goals
in four games, including a hat-trick
against the hosts Switzerland. Timothee
Clement of France was voted FIH Men's
Rising Star of the Year.

India’s Mumtaz Khan
named FIH women’s 
rising player of year

Rajkot, Oct 04 (PTI):

Kuldeep Sen blew away
the last two batters with
scorching pace and steep
bounce to finish with a
match haul of eight wick-
ets as Rest of India won
their 29th Irani Trophy
with a walk-in-the-park
eight wicket victory over
Saurashtra here on
Tuesday.

While Saurashtra gave a
much better account of
themselves in the second
innings but a total of 380
meant Rest needed only
105 runs with almost two
days of play left.

They knocked off the
runs in little over a session
and half with Abhimanyu
Easwaran remaining un-
beaten on 63 while adding
81 match winning runs for
the unbroken third wicket
stand with keeper Kona
Bharat (27 not out).

However, it was young
Kuldeep (5/94 in 19 overs)
who quickly wrapped up
the Saurashtra innings in
the morning as he bowled
one fast and full to trap
Parth Bhut plumb in-

front. Jaydev Unadkat,
who played a captain's
knock of 89 to carry the
fight till fourth morning,
was finally dismissed
when Kuldeep banged one
short and extra bounce
saw the batter slash hard
but only to find the result-
ant edge carry to keeper
Bharat. With a match-haul
of 8 wickets, Kuldeep
showed why he is so high-
ly rated at the national
level and will be travelling
with the Indian team to
Perth as a net bowler for
the T20 World Cup.

Easwaran, who has an

average of 32 in his last 20
innings, played some flow-
ing strokes, including
some great cover drives
but to be fair, these weren't
runs scored under pres-
sure like what Sarfaraz
Khan did when he came
into bat at 18/3 in RoI's
first innings.

Deservingly, Bengal
pacer Mukesh Kumar got
the 'Player of the Match'
award for his mesmerizing
first morning spell when
he got four top-order wick-
ets to bowl Saurashtra out
for 98 and literally pocket
the game. "There was

some assistance early on
and we tried to bowl them
out as quickly as possible.
I focus on my line and
length," Mukesh said after
the game. His skipper
Hanuma Vihari was all
praise for Sarfaraz Khan,
who bailed the team out
with a brilliant hundred
on the opening day.

"We were in a tough situ-
ation on a wicket which
was helping for the
bowlers, Sarfaraz batted
beautifully. The 220-run
partnership (him and
Sarfaraz) helped us to gain
the momentum and we
took the game away from
them."

Vihari scored a cautious
82 off 184 balls, but wasn't
disappointed on missing
out on a hundred.

"I wanted to get the hun-
dred because I worked
hard. I batted long, but at
the end the of the day, the
contribution helped the
team and I am happy."

For Saurashtra captain
Unadkat, the first day
track was a very unlike
Rajkot one and that made
the difference.

Kuldeep Sen takes five as Rest of India
regain Irani Trophy by 8 wickets

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI):

Jasprit Bumrah is gut-
ted that he will have to
miss the T20 World Cup
due to a back injury but
the star India pacer will
cheer for his team as he
goes through his rehabili-
tation process.

"I am gutted that I won't
be a part of the T20 World
Cup this time, but thank-
ful for the wishes, care and
support I've received from
my loved ones. As I recov-
er, I'll be cheering on the
team through their cam-
paign in Australia,"
Bumrah tweeted on
Tuesday.

The BCCI on Monday

ruled Bumrah out of the
ICC event, dealing a mas-
sive setback to the Indian
team.

Bumrah's absence will
certainly affect India's
chances in the marquee
event in Australia as death
bowling still remains a
grey area.

The BCCI was awaiting
medical reports while the
pacer did his rehab at the
National Cricket Academy
but it was a foregone con-
clusion that he would be
out for months.

He was initially ruled
out of the ongoing three-
match T20I series against
South Africa due to a back
injury.

Al Khobar , Oct 04 (PTI):

India kicked off their
AFC U-17 Asian Cup 2023
Qualifiers in style, thrash-
ing Maldives 5-0 at the
Prince Saud Bin Jalawi
Stadium here on Tuesday.

Captain Vanlalpeka
Guite, Lalhmingchhuanga
Fanai, Aman, Boby Singh,
Phoenix Oinam scored a
goal each to make it a five-
star performance for India.

India got off on the front
foot, with Huzafah and
Boby orchestrating attacks
down the left flank.

The Blue Colts came
close to opening the scoring
in the ninth minute, when a
Vanlalpeka Guite corner
from the left was almost
turned in by Faizan.
However, the ball went ago-
nisingly close to the goal,
travelling parallel to the
goal line, before going out of
play.

It did not take them too
long to score the first
though, as captain Guite
ran on to a low cross from
the right and slotted it
home. Fanai doubled the
lead in the 24th minute,

when he tried his luck from
long range, as the ball took
a deflection and sailed past
the Maldives keeper.

The two goals put India
firmly in the drivers' seat,
as a confident Guite orches-
trated the attacks for the
Blue Colts, often dropping
down to the midfield to link
up with the midfielders and
wingers. The India captain
came close to making it
three when he took charge
of a free-kick close to the
Maldives penalty box. From
around 20 yards out, Guite

had the keeper completely
beaten, but the ball thudded
off the woodwork.

India went into the
breather with a two-goal
lead, but came out with
more impetus after the
break.

Head coach Bibiano
Fernandes made three
changes after the interval,
bringing on Gurnaj Singh,
Phoenix Oinam, and
Chandan Yadav, in place of
Guite, Malemngamba
Thokchom, and Manjit
Singh Dhami, respectively.

Gutted that I won’t be part of
T20 World Cup: Bumrah

India blank Maldives 5-0 in
AFC U-17 Asian Cup Qualifiers

St. John's (Antigua), Oct 04 (AP):

Shimron Hetmyer was
dropped by West Indies for
the T20 World Cup on
Monday after missing a
scheduled flight to catch up
with the squad in
Australia.

The batter was replaced
by Shamarh Brooks.

Hetmyer was to leave
Guyana on Saturday but
was allowed by West Indies
to delay flying until
Monday for family reasons.
That meant he wouldn't be
available for a Twenty20
against Australia on
Wednesday on the Gold
Coast.

Then he informed West

Indies on Monday that he
wouldn't be able to catch
the rescheduled flight. The
selectors unanimously
agreed to replace him with
Brooks. "Whilst we
changed Shimron's flight
from Saturday to Monday
due to family reasons, it
was made clear to him that
if there were any further
delays and issues with his
travel to Australia then we
would have no choice but to
replace him in the squad,
as we are not prepared to
compromise the team's
ability to prepare for this
extremely important glob-
al event," West Indies direc-
tor of cricket Jimmy
Adams said in a statement.

West Indies replaces Hetmyer
after he misses flight

Dubai, Oct 04 (PTI):

India's Nitin Menon will
be among the 16 umpires
who will officiate in the ICC
T20 World Cup in Australia.

Menon, the only Indian
on the ICC Elite Panel, has
already reached Australia.

The ICC has announced
20 match officials for the
First Round and Super 12s
stage of the tournament.

"In total, 16 umpires will
officiate across the tourna-
ment with Richard
Kettleborough, Nitin
Menon, Kumara
Dharmasena and Marais
Erasmus having been the
umpires in charge of the
2021 final which saw this
year's hosts claim their first
ICC Men's T20 World Cup
title," the ICC said in a state-
ment. "It is an experienced
group of umpires, with the
same 16 selected as last
year's tournament which
was held in the United Arab
Emirates and Oman."

Chief Referee of the ICC
Elite Panel of Match
Referees, Ranjan Madugalle,
is part of a quartet of for-
mer international cricketers
who make up the match ref-

erees for the eighth edition
of the T20 World Cup. Sri
Lankan Madugalle is joined
by Andrew Pycroft of
Zimbabwe, England's
Christopher Broad and
Australian David Boon.

Pycroft will take charge of
the tournament opener in
Geelong on October 16 when
Sri Lanka takes on Namibia
in the First round with Joel
Wilson and Rodney Tucker
the umpires in the middle.
Paul Reiffel will act as the
TV umpire with Erasmus,
occupying the role of the
fourth umpire.

Menon among 16 umpires
named for T20 World Cup
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Effigies of demon King Ravana on display for sale ahead of the Dussehra festival, in Jaipur, Tuesday.
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Rajouri (JK), Oct 4 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday an-
nounced that the Gujjar,
Bakerwal and Pahari com-
munities in Jammu and
Kashmir will get reserva-
tion benefits in accor-
dance with the recommen-
dations of the Justice
Sharma Commission
which examined the issue
of quota.

He said this while ad-
dressing a rally organised
in this town, situated at
the foothills of the Pir
Panjal mountain range
along the Indo-Pak border.

Shah also said there will
be no decline in ST quota
of Gujjars and Bakerwals

and Paharis and everyone
will get their share. He
said the abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019 has
paved the way for provid-
ing reservation benefits to

the deprived sections of
the society in Jammu and
Kashmir. “The Justice
Sharma Commission has
recommended that
Paharis, Bakerwal and

Gujjars should be included
for ST quota benefits.
These recommendations
have been received and
soon after completion of
legal procedure, Gujjars,
Bakerwals and Paharis
will get the reservation
benefits,” he said.

The home minister said
some people have tried to
instigate the Gujjars and
Bakerwals in the name of
ST status being given to
Paharis but the people
have foiled their design.

There have been reports
of protests by the Gujjars
and Bakerwals in Jammu
and Shopian in Kashmir
recently against the move
to grant ST status to the
Paharis.

Gujjars, Bakerwals, Paharis in
JK to get quota benefits: Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses a public rally,
in Rajouri district, Tuesday.

Hyderabad, Oct 04 (PTI):

The Telangana Rashtra
Samiti (TRS) is likely to be
renamed as ‘Bharata
Rashtra Samiti’ (BRS) and
the state government’s
welfare schemes would be
showcased across the
country to help it emerge
as a national force, ruling
party sources said here on
Tuesday.

TRS president and
Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao is
expected to announce the
new name for the party on
Wednesday, considered
auspicious in view of
Vijayadasami. The
rechristening exercise and
the plan to reach out to
people by pitching its
“Telangana good gover-
nance model” is part of

party’s efforts to foray into
national politics and effec-
tively take on the BJP.

The TRS general body
meet, scheduled to be held
on Wednesday at
‘Telangana Bhavan’, the
party headquarters here,
would pass a resolution ef-
fecting the name change,
sources said. The Election
Commission would be ap-
prised of the change as per
the Representation of the
People Act and relevant
rules.

In its outreach initia-
tive, the party would focus
on welfare schemes being
implemented in
Telangana like ‘Rythu
Bandhu’ support scheme
for farmers and ‘Dalit
Bandhu’ (Rs 10 lakh grant
to every Dalit household to
start any business or

trade). Similar schemes
are not devised and imple-
mented at the national
level and the BJP has also
dubbed welfare initiatives
as “freebies.” Electricity
has not been provided in
all the villages, across the
country and all such as-
pects would be taken up in
the campaign to expose
the ruling party at the
Centre, they said.

The name change would
be conveyed to the
Election Commission
through e-mail and later in
person on October 6,
sources said.

In September, the party
had said that “very soon,
the formation of a nation-
al party and formulation
of its (national party) poli-
cies will take place”.
Recently, Rao, also known

as KCR, had announced
that free power would be
supplied to farmers across
the country, if a “non-BJP
government” was voted to
power in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

Rao, during his recent
meeting with his Bihar
counterpart Nitish Kumar,
called for a “BJP mukt
Bharat” (BJP-free India)
blaming the national
party’s government at the
Centre for the “many ills
plaguing the country.”

The TRS, in its founda-
tion day event in April this
year, had resolved that the
party should play a key
role in national politics in
the interest of the country
as the BJP is “exploiting
communal sentiments,”
for its political conven-
ience.

TRS likely to be renamed Bharata Rashtra Samiti

Bhopal, Oct 04 (PTI): A
First Information Report
(FIR) would be registered
against a woman for shoot-
ing video of a dance on the
premises of a temple in
Chhatarpur district of
Madhya Pradesh and post-
ing it on social media,
Home Minister Narottam
Mishra said on Tuesday.

Neha, the young woman
who had posted the video
on Instagram on October
1, later deleted it and apol-
ogized after some Bajrang
Dal members took objec-
tion. The `reel’ (short
video) had been shot on
the temple steps to the
tune of hit Bollywood song
“Munni Badnam Hui”.
The woman has more than

four lakh followers on
Instagram. “The way
Neha dressed and shot the
video was objectionable. I
had earlier objected to
such incidents and said
FIRs will be registered in
such cases. Despite the
warning she did this,”
Mishra told reporters
here. “I have directed the
Superintendent of Police
of Chhatarpur to file an
FIR against her,” said the
minister who is also the
state government’s
spokesperson. After objec-
tions by Bajrang Dal ac-
tivists, the woman deleted
the dance reel and up-
loaded a new video seek-
ing apology for `hurting
religious sentiments.’

FIR ordered against
Instagram user over dance

video shot at temple
Jaipur, Oct 04 (PTI):

Days after a crisis
erupted in Rajasthan
Congress, former deputy
chief minister Sachin
Pilot met food and civil
supplies minister Pratap
Singh Khachariyawas at
the latter’s residence here
on Monday night.

The meeting, which last-
ed for one-and-a-half
hours, assumes signifi-
cance in the wake of the
recent political develop-
ments in the state.
However, Khachariyawas,
who earlier was in Pilot
camp and switched to
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot camp during the
political crisis in 2020, said

on Tuesday that talks with
Pilot was nothing new. He
refused to divulge details
of the meeting.
Khachariyawas also met
Chief Minister Gehlot on
Tuesday. Pilot, who was
considered the front run-
ner for the CM post in case
Gehlot contested election
for party’s national presi-
dent post, went to the resi-
dence of Khachariyawas
on Monday night.

There was no statement
from Pilot about the meet-
ing. But Khachariyawas
told reporters in secretari-
at that having talks with
Pilot was nothing new be-
cause he and Pilot sit on
the same bench in the
state assembly.

Rajasthan political crisis

Pilot meets state 
minister Khachariyawas

Chandigarh, Oct 04 (PTI):

Punjab police on
Tuesday claimed to have
busted two terror modules,
operated by foreign-based
gangsters and terrorists
and backed by Pakistan’s
ISI, as it arrested two oper-
atives and recovered arms
and ammunition, includ-
ing a tiffin bomb and three
hand grenades.In the first
case, the arrested accused
has been identified as
Yograj Singh alias Yog, a
resident of Rajoke village
in Tarn Taran district. The
narco-terrorism module
was being jointly operated
by Canada-based Lakhbir
Singh alias Landa,
Pakistan-based Harvinder
Singh Rinda and Italy-
based Harpreet Singh alias
Happy, police said. The po-
lice have recovered “an
RDX loaded tiffin box fabri-

cated into an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) or
tiffin bomb, two sophisti-
cated AK-56 assault rifles
along with two magazines
and 30 live cartridges, one
.30 bore pistol along with
six live cartridges and 2 kg
heroin from the accused”,
Director General of Police,
Gaurav Yadav said.

The group was backed
by Pakistan spy agency
Inter-Services Intelligence,
the police said. Punjab
Police, in a separate case,
arrested one more opera-
tive of the ISI-backed
Khalistan Tiger Force
(KTF) terror module
Harpreet Singh alias Hira.

Three hand-grenades
and weapons have been re-
covered from his car, DGP
said, adding this particular
terror module is being op-
erated by Canada-based
gangster Arshdeep Singh

alias Arsh Dala, who is a
close associate of KTF’s
Canada-based chief
Hardeep Singh Nijjar. The
arrested accused Harpreet
Singh alias Hira is a resi-
dent of Jujhar Nagar in
Bathinda. The police have
also recovered two pistols
including .30 bore and
9mm Bareta along with 60
live cartridges, he said. The
successes came amid an in-
tensified vigil by the
Punjab Police against anti-
social elements ahead of
the festival season, said
Director General of Police
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav
Yadav here. The police
have also identified five
more accomplices of
Yograj Singh who were al-
legedly carrying out illegal
activities across Punjab
and adjoining states. A
manhunt has been
launched to nab them,

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Amritsar
Rural Swapan Sharma
said, adding that the un-
earthing of the “Landa-
Rinda terror module” was
a major success for the
state police. DGP Yadav
said that Yograj is the main
operative of this module
and is wanted by the state
police and central enforce-
ment agencies in at least
five criminal cases, includ-
ing the one where five AK-
47 assault rifles were seized
in Tarn Taran in
September 2019. He said
preliminary investigations
have revealed that the
cross-border operations of
arms-explosives-drugs
smuggling were mainly
handled by Yograj on the di-
rections of Landa, Rinda
and Happy and jailed smug-
gler Gurpavitar alias Sai of
Lakhna of Tarn Taran.

Punjab police busts two ISI-backed 
terror modules operating from Canada

AK-56, hand grenades among munitions seized

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI):

A Delhi court on
Tuesday sent a Russian
national, arrested for al-
leged manipulation of
JEE (Mains) examination
last year, to two days’ CBI
custody.

Duty Magistrate
Vaibhav Mehta sent the ac-
cused, Mikhail Shargin, to
CBI custody till October 6
after he was produced be-
fore the court and the
agency requested for his
remand to unravel the con-
spiracy.

“This court is of the
view that for the purpose
of carrying out investiga-
tion PC (police custody) re-
mand of the accused is
necessary and so this
court partly allows the ap-
plication moved by the IO
and grants police custody
remand of the accused for
two days only,” the judge
said. In its application
seeking a five-day remand
of the accused, the CBI

told the court he was to be
quizzed about the data
present in his phone, lap-
top and external hard
disk.

The central agency had
issued a ‘Look Out
Circular’ against Shargin,
suspected to be main hack-
er, for alleged manipula-
tion of the prestigious ex-
amination, the CBI said.

The CBI said it was
alerted by the Bureau of
Immigration when
Shargin arrived at the air-
port from Almaty,
Kazakhstan, adding he
was immediately detained
by the agency on his ar-
rival here on Monday.

“During investigation, it
came to light that some
foreign nationals were in-
volved in compromising
many online examina-
tions, including JEE
(Mains), colluding with
other accused in the in-
stant case,” the CBI said.
The investigation indicat-
ed Shargin tampered with

the iLeon software, the
platform on which the
JEE (Main)-2021 examina-
tion was conducted, and
also helped other accused
in hacking the computer
systems of suspect candi-
dates during the examina-
tion, it said.

In September last year,
the agency had booked
Affinity Education Pvt Ltd
and its three directors,
Siddharth Krishna,
Vishwambhar Mani
Tripathi and Govind
Varshney, besides other
touts and associates for al-
leged manipulation of ex-
amination.

It was alleged that the
three directors, in conspir-
acy with other associates
and touts, were manipulat-
ing the online examina-
tion of JEE (Mains) and
facilitating aspiring stu-
dents to get admission in
top National Institutes of
Technology in exchange
for huge amounts of
money.

Court sends Russian national to CBI custody
in JEE-Mains exam manipulation case

BJP prez starts 
campaign to open bank

accounts for girls

Jaipur, Oct 04 (PTI): BJP
Rajasthan president on
Tuesday started a cam-
paign to open bank ac-
counts for girls under the
Centre’s Sukanya
Samriddhi Account
Scheme. The campaign
started at Tripura
Sundari Mata temple in
Banswara district.

Satish Poonia also
opened the accounts for
nine girls through funds
from his salary as MLA.

He called upon the
workers for opening bank
accounts for girls instead
of giving him a present
on his birthday on
October 24. “Sukanya
Samriddhi is a flagship
scheme of the Modi gov-
ernment and girl children
will be benefited from it,”
Poonia said.

Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana (SSY) is a savings
scheme launched back in
2015 as part of the
Government initiative
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao
campaign.



Ayodhya Cantt
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
has approved renaming
the Faizabad Cantt as
Ayodhya Cantonment,
official sources said on
Tuesday. The renaming of
the Cantonment comes
ahead of Dussehra cele-
brations. The Faizabad
Cantt will be known as
Ayodhya Cantonment,"
said a source. 

Vande Bharat
AAuurraannggaabbaadd:: The
Marathwada Rail Coach
Factory at Latur in central
Maharashtra will manufac-
ture nearly 1,600 coaches
for the upgraded version
of Vande Bharat Express
trains in the coming years
and each of them will cost
Rs 8 crore to Rs 9 crore,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said. He said
the advanced version of
Vande Bharat trains will be
able to attain maximum
speed of 200 km per hour
(kmph).

Green crackers 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Vishwa Hindu
Parishad's Delhi unit on
Tuesday asked the city
government to lift the ban
on green crackers for
Dussehra celebrations.
Due to the ban on fire-
crackers, there have been
"difficulties" in holding
Ravana effigy burning pro-
grammes, the organisation
said in a statement.

Roof collapses
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: In yet another
incident, the ceiling of a
hostel room at Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
partially collapsed,
exposing the crumbling
condition of the varsity
infrastructure.The inci-
dent took place in
Godavari Hostel when
parts of the ceiling fell
directly on a study table.
Residents of the room did
not suffer any injury but a
laptop was damaged,
said Swati Singh, who
lives in the same hostel.
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BRIEF

Jharkhand Armed Police (JAP) 
personnel perform 'Shastra Puja' 

on 'Maha Navami' during 'Navratri'
festival, in Ranchi, Tuesday.

GREETINGSGREETINGS

Central Chronicle wishes 
its readers, advertisers, 
patrons and well-wishers a

very happy 

DDUUSSSSEEHHRRAA

NoticeNotice

The offices and press of

Central Chronicle will 

remain closed on

Wednesday 05/10/2022

owing to Dussehra.

Therefore next issue will

be published on Friday,

07th October 2022.

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt

Jammu, Oct )4 (PTI): 

Jammu, Oct 4 (PTI)
Jammu and Kashmir's
Director General
(Prisons) Hemant K
Lohia was found mur-
dered at his residence
here, police said, assert-
ing that his domestic help
has emerged as the main
suspect in the case.

Director General of
Police Dilbag Singh de-
scribed the incident as
"extremely unfortunate"
and said a manhunt had
been launched to nab the
domestic help identified
as Yasir Ahmed, who is
absconding.

Giving details, Singh
told PTI that the suspect

had even attempted to set
ablaze the body of 57-
year-old Lohia, who was
promoted and appointed
as Director General of
Prisons in the Union
Territory in August.

Additional Director
General of Police,
Jammu zone, Mukesh
Singh, who visited the
house of Lohia at
Udaiwala on the out-

skirts of Jammu, said the
1992-batch IPS officer was
found dead on Monday
night, with burn injuries
on his body and his
throat slit.

Stockholm, Oct 04 (AP) 

Three scientists jointly
won this year's Nobel
Prize in physics on
Tuesday for their work on
quantum information sci-
ence that has significant
applications, for example
in the field of encryption.

Frenchman Alain
Aspect, American John F
Clauser and Austrian
Anton Zeilinger were
cited by the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences for
discovering the way that
particles known as pho-
tons can be linked, or "en-
tangled," with each other
even when they are sepa-
rated by large distances.

"Quantum information
science is a vibrant and
rapidly developing field,"
said Eva Olsson, a mem-
ber of the Nobel commit-

tee. "It has broad and po-
tential implications in
areas such as secure infor-
mation transfer, quantum
computing and sensing
technology." "Its origin
can be traced to that of
quantum mechanics," she

said. "Its predictions have
opened doors to another
world, and it has also
shaken the very founda-
tions of how we interpret
measurements." Speaking
by phone to a news confer-
ence after the announce-

ment, Zeilinger said he
was "still kind of shocked"
at hearing he had received
the award.

"But it's a very positive
shock," said Zeilinger, 77,
who is based at the
University of Vienna.

Clauser, Aspect, and
Zeilinger have figured in
Nobel speculation for
more than a decade. In
2010 they won the Wolf
Prize in Israel, seen as a
possible precursor to the
Nobel.

While physicists often
tackle problems that ap-
pear at first glance to be
far removed from every-
day concerns tiny parti-
cles and the vast myster-
ies of space and time their
research provides the
foundations for many
practical applications of
science.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

The National Green
Tribunal has directed a
builder in Noida to pay a
compensation of Rs 15
crore for building extra
floors in violation of the
environmental clearance
(EC) conditions, saying it
placed an extra pollution
load on the environment.

The green panel was
hearing a petition
against the violation of
EC conditions by Express
Builders and Promoters
Private Limited in con-
structing 'Express
Zenith' at Sector 77 in
Noida.

A bench headed by
NGT Chairperson
Justice A K Goel said it
was established while EC
was granted for ground

plus 18 floors, the builder
had constructed ground
plus 19 floors in five tow-
ers. The bench, also com-
prising Justice Sudhir
Agarwal and expert
members A Senthil Vel
and Afroz Ahmad, said
the construction of extra
floors placed an extra
pollution load on the en-
vironment and the
builder was accountable
for paying deterrent com-
pensation on the 'Polluter
Pays' principle.

"Having regard to the
situation that the 19th
Floors in five towers have
been sold and occupied
and the demolition will
affect third party rights,
we consider it appropri-
ate to levy compensation
with deterrent element,"
the bench said.

Ten mountaineers
killed in avalanche
Uttarkashi, Oct 4 (PTI) 

Ten mountaineers were killed in
an avalanche at Mount
Draupadi Ka Danda - II peak in
Uttarakhand's Uttarkashi dis-
trict on Tuesday, officials said.
A team of 34 trainee moun-
taineers and seven instructors
from the Nehru Institute of
Mountaineering (NIM) was
caught in an avalanche while
returning, NIM Principal Colonel
Amit Bisht said. Ten bodies
were sighted, of which four
have been recovered, he added.
The avalanche occurred at 8.45
am, he said.
Uttarkashi Disaster
Management Officer Devendra
Patwal said eight of those
trapped were rescued by their
team members.
The National Disaster Response
Force, State Disaster Response
Force, the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police and a team of moun-
taineers from the NIM have
launched rescue operations,
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami said in a tweet.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

Air Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari on Tuesday
made it clear that the
Indian Air Force is not op-
posed to the tri-services
theaterisation plan but as-
serted that the doctrinal
aspects of the force should
not be compromised by the
proposed structures.

At a press conference
ahead of the Air Force
Day on October 8, he said
the IAF has recently up-
dated and revised its doc-
trine to keep it relevant,
noting that no single serv-
ice can win wars on its
own. Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari said the IAF
has reservations about
certain aspects of the pro-

posed structures under the
tri-services integration
process, but it supports the
overall plan that aims to
ensure tri-services syner-
gy. With Gen Anil
Chauhan taking charge as
the new Chief of Defence

Staff last week, it is ex-
pected that the ambitious
theaterisation process of
the three services will see
forward movement.

"We are not opposing
any process of integration
and any process of theatre
commands. We have cer-
tain reservations in re-
spect to the structures," he
said while responding to a
question on the plan.

According to the plan,
each of the theatre com-
mands will have units of
the Army, the Navy and
the Air Force and all of
them will work as a single
entity looking after securi-
ty challenges in a specified
geographical territory
under an operational com-
mander.

Mumbai, Oct 04 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday granted bail to former
Maharashtra home minister
Anil Deshmukh in an alleged
money laundering case.
Justice N J Jamadar pronounced
the order.
Earlier, the Supreme Court had
directed the HC to hear and
decide the NCP leader's plea
expeditiously as it was pending
for six months.
His lawyers Vikram Chaudhari
and Aniket Nikam argued that
considering his age (72), health
and the fact that he had no
criminal antecedents he should
be granted bail. Additional
Solicitor General Anil Singh,
appearing for the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), opposed the

application arguing that
Deshmukh did not suffer from
any ailments that cannot be
treated at jail hospital. Arrested
by the ED in November 2021,
Deshmukh is now in judicial
custody. The ED booked him
after the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) registered a
corruption case against him fol-
lowing allegations made by for-
mer Mumbai Police commis-
sioner Param Bir Singh. The ED
claimed that Deshmukh mis-
used his official position and
collected Rs 4.7 crore from vari-
ous bars and restaurants in
Mumbai. The ill-gotten money
was channelled to Nagpur-
based Shri Sai Shikshan
Sansthan, an educational trust
controlled by his family, it
alleged.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

Amid a debate on the free-
bies, the Election
Commission on Tuesday
proposed amending the
model code to ask political
parties to provide authentic
information to voters on the
financial viability of their
poll promises.

In a letter to all recognised
national and state parties,
the Election Commission
asked them to submit their
views on the proposals by
October 19.

The EC said empty poll
promises have far-reaching
ramifications, and added it
cannot overlook the undesir-

able impact inadequate dis-
closures on election promis-
es have on financial sustain-
ablity. "The Commission
notes that the consequences
of inadequate disclosures by
political parties get attenuat-
ed by the fact that elections
are held frequently, provid-
ing opportunities for politi-
cal parties to indulge in com-
petitive electoral promises,
particularly in multi-phase
elections, without having to
spell out their financial im-
plications more particularly
on committed expenditure,"
the letter said.

The EC letter comes weeks
after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi derided the
"revdi" culture, a reference to
freebies offered by political
parties, triggering a war of
words between the BJP and
opposition parties. The issue
of freebies is now being de-

bated in the Supreme Court.
The poll panel has pro-

posed to amend the Model
Code of Conduct to add a
proforma to Part VIII
(Guidelines on election man-
ifesto) of the MCC.

It will require political
parties to inform voters
about the financial feasibili-
ty of promises made in their
manifestos and also whether
they are sustainable within
the financial space of the
state or the Union govern-
ment. The proposed profor-
ma seeks details of revenue
generation ways (through
additional tax, if any), ratio-
nalising expenditure (cut-
ting some schemes, if so re-
quired), impact on commit-
ted liabilities and/or raising
of further debt and its im-
pact on Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management
Act (FRBM) limits.

Hyderabad, Oct 04 (PTI) 

In an unusual festival
gift, a ruling TRS leader at
Warangal in Telangana on
Tuesday distributed chick-
ens and liquor to 200 work-
ers on the occasion of
'Dussehra' and wished a
grand success to Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao who is
expected to foray into na-
tional politics.

Rajanala Srihari, the
TRS leader, told PTI that he
distributed a fowl (weigh-
ing about 2 kg) and a quar-
ter bottle of liquor each to
200 poor workers (hamali).

The distribution was
made after offering
prayers on the occasion of
'Dussehra' festival.

He wished that
Chandrasekhar Rao, who
is expected to venture into

national politics on
Wednesday after renaming
the TRS, should become
the Prime Minister of the
country.

He also wished that
Rao's son K T Rama Rao,
who is now the working
president of TRS and a
Minister, should become
the Chief Minister of
Telangana.

When told that the dis-
tribution of liquor by him
may come under criticism,
Srihari recalled that he
had distributed food items
and money to needy peo-
ple, risking his life when
COVID-19 cases were ris-
ing sharply.

His action of distribut-
ing a fowl and a small
quantity of liquor would
make the poor labourers
happy on the occasion of
'Dussehra' festival, he said.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court has
agreed to quash a stalking
case against a man after the
complainant woman said
she does not wish to pursue
it and ordered him to pay Rs
30,000 as cost.

The high court said since
the parties have arrived at a
settlement and no disputes
are pending, it is convinced
that quashing such proceed-
ings on account of compro-
mise will bring about peace
and secure ends of justice.

"This should not be treat-
ed as a legal precedent and
in this case the proceedings
are quashed as the respon-
dent has decided to put a
quietus to the matter. "The
court does not see any fruit-
ful purpose if criminal pro-
ceedings are permitted to be

prosecuted any further. It is
a fit case for quashing. In
this view of the matter,
there is no reason to contin-
ue the proceedings," Justice
Jasmeet Singh said in a re-
cent order.

However, the judge said
he was of the view that con-
siderable time of the police
and judiciary has been
wasted, as the FIR is of 2020
and charge sheet has al-
ready been filed.

"The police machinery
has been put in motion on
account of the acts of com-
mission and omission on be-
half of the parties and use-
ful time of the police which
could have been utilised for
important matters has been
misdirected towards this
case. Hence, the petitioner
(man) must do some social
good," the high court said.

DG Prisons found murdered,
domestic help prime suspect

Director General (Prisons)
Hemant K. Lohia.

JJaammmmuu:: From "I hate my life" and "Dear death I am
waiting for you" to Bollywood songs about sadness
and the final farewell, the recent diary entries of a
man who allegedly killed Jammu and Kashmir
Director General (Prisons) Hemant K Lohia reveal
he was "under depression". In Hindi and broken
English, he has also written in his diary one-line
sentences like: "I want Restart My life", "Zindagi to
bas taklif deti hai, sukoon to maut hi deti hai (life
only hurts, death brigs peace), and "everyday
starts with expectation but ends with bad experience". Lohar, a school
dropout, has also scribbled in his diary a popular Bollywood song from
movie Ashiqui 2 -- "Bhula dena mujhe, hai alvida tujhe" -- in which the
lyrics talks about separation and goodbyes.

‘I hate my life...Dear death waiting for you’

Yasir, 
domestic help.

MAHA NAVAMI CELEBRATIONS

Women perform the 'dhunuchi' dance on the occasion of 'Maha Navami' during ongo-
ing Durga Puja festival celebrations, at Harsundari Puja pandal in Varanasi, Tuesday.

3 physicists share Nobel Prize for
work on quantum science

Secretary General of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences
Hans Ellegren announce the winner of the 2022 Nobel Prize in
Physics, from left to right on the screen, Alain Aspect, John F.
Clauser and Anton Zeilinger, during a press conference.

NGT directs builder to pay
Rs 15 crore compensation

for illegal construction

TRS leader distributes
chickens, liquor to workers

Chief of Air Staff on theaterisation model

IAF’s doctrinal aspects should not
be compromised by new structures

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari speaks

during a press conference
ahead of the 90th Air Force

Day celebrations.

EC proposes change in poll code
̈ It wants parties to

give info on financial
viability of election
promises

HC quashes stalking case
as woman wants quietus

HC grants bail to former
Maha home minister Anil

Deshmukh in ED case

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI) 

Constitution of anti-ragging

committee, regular interaction

and counselling with students,

and surprise inspection in hos-

tels are among the guidelines

issued by UGC for universities

to deal with the menace on

their campuses. “Regular

interaction and counselling

with the students should be

conducted to detect early

signs of ragging and identifi-

cation of trouble-triggers.

Surprise inspection at hostels,

students’ accommodation,

canteens, rest-cum-recreation

rooms, toilets, bus stands and

any other measures which

would augur well in prevent-

ing/quelling ragging and any

uncalled for behaviour or inci-

dent, are suggested,” UGC

Secretary Rajnish Jain said in

a letter to universities.

Probes ordered by 

LG motivated: Sisodia

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Siosida on Tuesday wrote to LG V
K Saxena, accusing him of
bypassing the elected govern-
ment in Delhi and ordering
inquiries into its works in a
“politically motivated and uncon-
stitutional” manner.
Sisodia’s attack came hours after
Saxena directed Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar to conduct a
probe into the alleged irregulari-
ties in in the AAP government’s
power subsidy scheme, and sub-
mit a report within seven days.
The AAP leader said the LG has
no power to issue orders on any
matters concerning the Delhi
government except for land,
police, and law and order.
Stating the LG has been regular-
ly ordering probes into decisions
taken by the elected government
in Delhi, Sisodia alleged these
inquiries were “illegal and
unconstitutional”.

UGC suggests
measures to deal

with ragging
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Bhilai, Oct 04: 

In the last fortnight,
Durg Police has taken ac-
tion against a number of
people involved in online
betting. Several branches
of Mahadev Book / Reddy
Anna Online Betting
Apps have been busted
and the ruffians who were
operating these sites were
arrested. After collecting
information about the
bank accounts which
were being used for trans-
action of money in bet-
ting, police have frozen
the bank accounts having
total balance of over Rs
One Crore. A suspicious
bank account having a
balance of Rs 84.40 lakhs
has been recently frozen.
Later the investigation
team found that transac-
tions worth over Rs 21
crore were conducted
from this bank account.
Police are verifying the
credentials of about 1000
bank accounts from
where money was credit-
ed / debited from this ac-
count. Police are prepar-
ing to initiate action
against all the 1000 bank

account holders.
In the last few days, 15

accused were arrested
from whom 31 nos mobile,
10 nos laptop, 01 nos moni-
tor, 01 nos CPU, 03 nos key-
board, 04 nos mouse, 03
nos broadband, 08 nos lap-
top charger, 24 nos ATM
card, 16 nos cheque book,
12 nos Passbook, 11 nos
Sim Card, 09 nos Register
(betting records) and 02
nos Extension Box were
recovered. On the basis of
the technical inputs and
revelations made by the

arrested accused, the Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit
Durg will conduct raids at
other places from where
Mahadev Book / Reddy
Anna online betting are
being conducted.

Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Dr
Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that Durg Police is
thoroughly investigating
the network of Mahadev
Book / Reddy Anna and
other online betting sites
and action is being taken
against the people in-

volved in this illegal activ-
ity. Recently a raid was
conducted in Jagdalpur
on September 27 and
thereafter another raid
was conducted at
Chhindwara in Madhya
Pradesh. 15 accused were
arrested in these raids
and laptops, computers,
etc were recovered from
them. After technical
analysis of the bank ac-
counts being used by the
accused, Police coordinat-
ed with local banks and
an amount of about Rs 01

crore deposited in suspi-
cious bank accounts
linked to Reddy Anna
Online Satta App were
frozen.

Police claimed that in
the last two raids outside
the district, they have
busted three branches
and 12 panels which were
accepting bets for
Mahadev Book and Reddy
Anna Online Betting
sites. Police have collected
information about the
branches which are oper-
ating at some places in
Chhattisgarh and other
states. After collecting
technical inputs, Durg
Police would conduct
raids to expose the entire
racket. It needs to be men-
tioned here that in the last
fortnight, Durg Police had
scored a century in arrest-
ing the local bookies.

Police freezes banks accounts with
total balance over Rs One Crore

 Action to be initiated

against more than 1000

bank accounts

 Crackdown 

continues on Mahadev

Book and other 

online betting sites

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

MP Vijay Baghel,
Leader of the Opposition
Narayan Chandel, former
MLA Mahant Sanvlaram
Dahare and other BJP
leaders visited village
Kapsada to meet the
Yadav family which lost
its four members in a
shocking mass murder in-
cident. They expressed
condolences to the family
members and interacted
with them.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that
Bholanath Yadav, his wife
and two children were
axed to death recently at
village Kapsada. The BJP
leaders met his father
Rajbho Yadav, mother
Parvati Yadav, brother
Bhuleshwar and or-
phaned children
Karishma and Triveni.

Rajbho Yadav stated
that they are deeply
shocked by this incident.
He asserted that his son
Kismat Yadav has no in-
volvement in this mass
murder and he is being
victimised in this case.
The BJP leaders provided
monetary assistance of
Rs 20000 to the bereaved

family. Vijay Baghel as-
sured to provide full sup-
port. Leader of
Opposition said that a
high-level inquiry should
be conducted over this
sensational incident and
compensation of Rs One
crore should be provided
to the bereaved family.
MP Baghel added that the
government must make
arrangements for the edu-
cation of the orphaned
children.

He alleged that the
criminals have become
unbridled under the
Congress rule and crimi-
nal incidents are occur-
ring frequently in the en-
tire Durg district. He fur-
ther charged the

Congress government for
being insensitive over
this shocking incident as
not a single Congress
leader expressed condo-
lences.

BJP District President
(Durg) Jitendra Verma,
BJP District President
(Bhilai) Virendra Sahu,
BJP Kisan Morcha
District President
Nischay Bajpai, Rakesh
Pandey, Manoj Verma,
Awadhesh Shukla, Rita
Pandey Ayushi Pandey,
Mithilesh Yadav, Omkar
Markande, Narayan
Sonkar, Fingeshwar
Sahu, Goldie Goswami,
Ashish Shukla, Sujit
Yadav and other BJP lead-
ers were present.

MP Vijay Baghel meets bereaved

Yadav family in Kapsada

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

On the third death an-
niversary of renowned
transporter and philan-
thropist Seth Bira Singh, a
dialysis unit was inaugu-
rated at SBS Hospital,
Camp-2, Power House. This
facility was inaugurated by
Chief Minister’s son
Chaitanya Bahgel. On the
occasion, Bhilai Truck
Trailer Transport
Association (BTTTA) an-
nounced a noble scheme on
the death anniversary of
its founder member, presi-
dent and patron, Seth
Beera Singh. Patron of
Bhilai Truck Trailer
Transport Association,
Achal Jeet Singh Bhatia
and President Inderjit
Singh announced to pro-

vide assistance of Rs 25,000
for marriage of girls
through their union. Bhilai
Truck Trailer Transport
Association will provide fi-
nancial assistance of Rs
25000 (cash or household
items) for the marriage of
the daughters of the
union’s drivers, helpers,

mechanics, supervisors
and lifters. Gurmukh
Singh (Gabbu), Malkit
Singh (Lallu), Sandeep
Singh, Nirmal Singh, Joga
Rao, Taswinder Singh,
Satvir Singh, Sudhir
Singh, Dilip Khatwani,
Gokul Sharma, Terence,
Gopal Khandelwal, Prabhu

Nath Mishra, Jasvir Singh
Chahal, Baljinder Singh
Singh, Sukhchain Singh,
Bhajan Singh, Bajinder
Singh Billa, Mahendra
Singh Pappi, Amit Singh,
Abhishek Jain, Umesh
Singh, Munna Singh,
Rudra Dada, Anand Singh
and others were present.

Chaitanya inaugurates dialysis facility at SBS Hospital 
BTTTA announces to provide assistance for marriage of daughters

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

A High Level Drugs
Disposal Committee has
been constituted at the
range level for the destruc-
tion of confiscated drugs
in the districts under Durg
range of Chhattisgarh
Police. 6135.430 kg ganja
(cannabis), 7.840 kg ganja
plant and 0.560 kg charas
(cannabis resin) which
were seized in 109 cases
registered under
Narcotics Act from dis-
trict Kabirdham were

burnt and destroyed in the
furnace of Steel Melting
Shop-01 of Bhilai Steel
Plant on Monday. High
Level Drug Disposal
Committee President
Badri Narayan Meena
(IGP, Durg Range) and
members Dr Abhishek
Pallava (SP, Durg), Dr Lal
Umed Singh (SP,
Kabirdham), Executives of
Regional Environment
Conservation Board and
witnesses were present at
SMS during destruction of
narcotics in the furnace.

6.14 tonnes of
narcotics burnt in SMS

Bhilai, Oct 04:

Director-In-charge and
ED (Works) congratulated
Plate Mill collective ac-
cepted the targets set by
ED (Works), Anjani
Kumar to fulfil the strate-
gic initiative of Director

I/c, SAIL-BSP, Anirban
Dasgupta to increase fin-
ished steel production of
Bhilai Steel Plant.

Plate Mill of Bhilai
Steel Plant, producer &
supplier of various spe-
cial qualities of plates in
customized sizes, broke

several records of pro-
duction on October 03,
2022.

The Plate Mill collec-
tive rolled 1040 Slabs,
breaking the 8-year-old
record of 822 Slabs
(which was achieved on
28/9/2014). In the “B”

shift, 355 Slabs were
rolled breaking the previ-
ous record of 311 Slabs.
Record was also created
in Finished Steel plate
production. 6250 tonnes of
Plates were finished
breaking the previous
record of 5921 Tonnes.

The Director-in-Charge
of the SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, Anirban Dasgupta,
besides congratulating
the Plate Mill fraternity
also congratulated their
associated departments
like PPC, SMS-2, RCL and
other allied departments.

Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) was present in
the wee hours of the
morning along-with Plate
Mill collective to witness
the breaking of records.
He congratulated the en-
tire Plate Mill collective
for its excellent perform-
ance.

RK Bisare, CGM (Plate
Mill) accepted the compli-
ments with gratitude and
gave credits to his team
and other associated de-
partments & agencies.

Plate mill makes several Production Records; 8 year old records broken

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

With the blessings of
Param Pujya Maharaj
Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar and guidance
of Dr JK Upadhyay,
Navratri special grand
garba was organized
at Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar International

School, Kumhari. The
day’s assembly was
based on Navratri in
which students ap-
peared in the school
premises in tradition-
al dress.

School Principal
Alok Sahu and all the
teachers worshiped
Mata Rani and
Rasgarba was started.
All the teachers and
students were seen
dancing to the rhythm
of Garba. Kumhari
Campus Director

Chandrakant Mahobia
and School Principal
Alok Sahu, while
jointly addressing the
students, explained
the importance of
Navratri and said that
India has always been
a country of festivals,
one of which is
Navratri, in which

Mother is worshipped.
Navratri gives us a
feeling of power, and
he took a pledge from
the children including
himself that they will
understand the impor-
tance of festivals in
India and will always
respect the festivals of
their country.

Dr JK Upadhyay ap-
preciated the organi-
sation of Kumhari
School and wished
everyone a Happy
Navratri.

Navratri celebrated with
gaiety at Shri Rawatpura

Sarkar International School

Bhilai, Oct 04: Police
have arrested five ruffians
including two juveniles on
charges of theft and set-
ting a building on fire. On
the instructions of the top
brass, the team of Anjora
Police Chowki was main-
taining vigil on the activi-
ties of suspects and crimi-
nal record holders. The

network of informers was
also activated for the pur-
pose. Acting on a tip off,
police arrested five ruffi-
ans including two juve-
niles and recovered a
stolen LED TV, Battery
and other items from
them. The accused con-
fessed to have committed
theft at Vsipshayana

Meditation Centre located
in village Thanaud. Later
they had set this building
on fire.

The accused Resham
Sonwani (21) son of
Narendra Sonwani; Rohan
Thakur (19( son of
Dhaneshwar Thakur;
Vinod Kumbhakar (22) son
of Avadh Kumbhakar and
two juveniles; all residents
of Thanaud have been
booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in sectin
380, 457, 436 of IPC.

SHO Pawan Dewangan,
ASI Yodha Deshmukh,
Head Constable Krishna
Kumar Singh, Tulsi
Binjhekar, Bihari Ram
Dhruv, Ashish Rajput and
Constable Brijmohan
Singh played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Five held for theft and 
setting a building on fire

Bhilai, Oct 04: 

A unique event was held
at Government primary
School in Ramnagar with
the objectives of preserv-
ing the Chhattisgarhi tra-
dition and culture. On the
occasion of Maha
Ashtami of Navaratri, this
event was organised with
the support of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava. Here
the Nav-Kanya were
adorned in Chhattisgarhi

traditional attire and jew-
ellery. After the Kanya
Puja, traditional
Chhattisgarhi delicacies
were served to them.

Rupali Mahtari Gudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha,
Bhilai has been working to
preserve and propagate
the Chhattisgarhi tradi-
tion and culture for the
last several years.
Influenced by the working
of this organisation, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava hosted

the unique Kanya Puja
event at the Ramnagar
Government School. The
Nav Kanya were adorned
with traditional Maang
Tika, Kajal, Jhumka,
Birwa, Chudi, Mohar,
Kardhan, Paijan, Mundri,
Mehandi, Mahur, Chunri,
etc. After the Kanya Puja,
traditional Chhattisgarhi
dishes including Tasmayi,
Sohari, Channa, Aeirsa
and other sweets and sea-
sonal fruits were served to
the Nav Kanya.

Dr Abhishek Pallava, Dr
Udaybhan Singh Chauhan
(Pramukh Bhagirath of
Chhattisgarh Nirman),
Shanta Sharma,
Parmeshwari Sahu,
Mamta Sahu, Janki
Verma, Yogesh Sen,
Sushma Tiwari, Sristi
Tiwari and others were
present.

Chhattisgarhi delicacies served to 
Nav-Kanya adorned in traditional jewellery 

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0044:: “CONTACT”
CONNECT TO ACT is an organi-
zation committed to social
cause, which is organizing vol-
untary blood donation camps
every year apart from its many
service activities. 

This time the 12th blood
donation camp was held on
October 2, 2022 from 09:00hrs
to 16:00 hrs at Steel Club,

Sector-8, Bhilai. Like every
year, this time also a credible
organization like Red Cross
contributed in the blood collec-
tion. Along with donating
blood, free arrangements were
made for blood group, hemo-
globin test in the camp. This
time 128 units of blood were
collected. Apart from the CISF
jawans, women and youth par-

ticipated enthusiastically in it.
During the organization of the
camp, the rules related to
Covid were completely fol-
lowed. Head of the organiza-
tion Shikhar Tiwari honoured
all the associates with memen-
to including Red Cross, CISF,
Team Simmer, Rajesh Nagaria
and all the associates for the
successful event. 

CONTACT’s 12th blood 
donation camp concludes
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‘Ravana’ effigy become
three times more costlier

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 04: Along
with the budget of the
common man, the effect
of inflation has also
come on the effigies of
Ravana this year. The ef-
figies of Ravana, which
were available for Rs 100
till last years, are now
being sold for Rs 300 this
year. Ravana effigies
ranging from Rs 300 to Rs
3,000 are available in the
market. Along with this,
the effigies are being
made according to the
demand of the people.
Traders said that the ma-
terial cost has increased
in making effigies of
Ravana. The biggest rea-
son behind the cost of
Ravana’s effigy is the
rise in the prices of bam-
boo. Along with this, the
prices of other products
have also gone up. This
year, effigies of Ravana

are being made and sold
in many areas including
Banstal as well as
Amapara area. It is
worth noting that for the
last two years, due to the
Corona effect, the pace of
business had also come
to a standstill and the de-
mand in the market was
also low. Trader Rajesh
Kumar of Banstal said
that this year the de-
mand for Ravana effigy
is also very high as com-
pared to last year. The ef-
figies of Ravana are
burnt from the streets to
the colonies, so effigies
are also being made as
per the order received.

According to the demand
of the people, the effigies
of Ravana have been
brought to the market.
Public Dussehra Festival
Committee, Dudhadhari
Math Ravanbhatha,
President Manoj Verma,
Patron Sushil Ojha,
Secretary Amit Sahu
said that  that after the
fireworks of 60 feet high
Ravana effigy made by
the artists of Mumbai
will be the center of at-
traction. Chief guest of
the function will be Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal will
be special guests.

111 feet effigy of ‘Ravana’ to be burnt in WRS Colony Ground today
Raipur, Oct 04: This year
in the city’s well-known
WRS Colony ground
Dussehra Utsav, a 111 feet
tall effigy of Ravana and
70 feet effigy of Meghnath
and Kumbhakaran will be
combusted to flame.
During this the two well-
known actors of Ramayan
TV serial fame viz. Arun
Govil and Deepika, play-
ing the role of Lord Shri
Ram and Sita will arrive
on ‘Chikhliya Rath’ and
reach among the specta-
tors present in the ground
and Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be
the chief guest of the func-
tion.

Speaking about the type
of arrangements to be
made at the WRS
Dussehra Maidan, Mayor
Ejaz Dhebar and MLA
Kuldeep Singh Juneja ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence informed that this
year 111 feet high effigy of
Ravana and 70 feet high ef-
figy of Meghnath and
Kumbhkharan will be

combusted to flame. CM
Bhupesh Baghel will be
the chief guest and all
preparations for it has
been completed. Massive
security arrangements
have also being made and

team of Fire-Brigade too
will be on the alert to avoid
any untoward incident.
Apart from this all other
security arrangements re-
quired for such a pro-
gramme too has been com-

pleted.
60 feet ‘Ravana’ at

Ravanbhata ground:
President Sarvajanik

Dusshera Utsav Samiti,
Dudhadhari Math,
Ravanbhata Manoj
Verma, Patron Sunil Ojha,
Amit Sahu informed that
this year 60 feet high effigy
of Ravana will be com-
busted to flames and fire-
works by artists from
Mumbai with their fire-
crackers will be another
centre of attraction.

In the ‘Maath’, ‘shobhay-
atra’ of ‘Vanarsena’ of
Ramji will be taken out
and it will reach
‘Ravanbhata’ and here
‘Ramleela’ will be staged.
CM Bhupesh Baghel will
be the chief guest and
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
will be the special guest.

60 feet high Ravana in
Chhattisgarh Nagar:

President Chhattisgarh
Nagar Dussehra Utsav
Samiti Devendra Yadav in-
formed that this year 60
feet high effigy of Ravana

and 35 feet effigy of both
Kumbhkaran and
Meghnath will be com-
busted to flames and here
fire-works and ‘mela’ too
will be organised.

BTI Ground Shankar
Nagar:

At the BTI Ground
Shankar Nagar, two effigy
of ‘Ravana’ will be com-
busted. There are two
groups of BJP and
Congress who are active
here and both will hold
fire-works and a ‘Mela’ for
general public separately.
The other two effigy will
be 25 feet high.

Sapre Shala Maidan:
The height of ‘Ravana’

at Sapre Shala Maidan’
will be 30 feet this year.
Here people can enjoy kite
flying in the afternoon and
apart from this effigy of
‘Ravana’ will be burnt in
Choubey Colony,
Katoratalab, Lakhenagar,
Ramkund, Vivekanand
Ashram, Mowa, Pachpedi
Naka, Gudhiyari, Birgaon
and other nearby areas.

Raipur, Oct 04: Dussehra
festival will be celebrated
on October 5. After this the
preparations for the im-
mersion will be started.
According to the informa-
tion, the idols of Durga en-
shrined at various places
will be immersed from
October 5 to October 8 at 2
pm. After that immersion
will not be allowed.
Navratri is celebrated all
over the state these days. At
the same time, Durga
Pandals have been set up at
different places across the
state. Now After Navami,
Dussehra festival will be
celebrated on October 5.
After this the preparations
for the immersion will
start. Raipur Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner, Mayank
Chaturvedi has formed a
six-member team for the
preparations for the im-
mersion. In which the three
Additional Commissioners
Abhishek Agarwal, Sunil

Chandravanshi, Arvind
Sharma and Chief
Engineer RK Choubey have
been made nodal officers.
For Dussehra festival, for
public events to be held in
WRS, Ravanabhatha,
Choubey Colony, Rajendra
Nagar, Shankarnagar,
Ramkund, leveling of
grounds, cleaning arrange-
ments, drinking water
management, lighting, fire
fighting, festival venues
along with related routes.
For the administrative
work responsibilities have
been entrusted to the offi-
cers of the Corporation. A
committee has been
formed for the complete
arrangement in the immer-
sion pool located at
Mahadev Ghat Kharun
river, the place of Durga
immersion. This commit-
tee includes
Superintending Engineer
BR Agarwal, Nishikant
Verma, Zone 8
Commissioner Netram
Chandrakar, Zone 6
Commissioner AK Haldar,
Zone 1 Commissioner
Vinay Mishra, Executive
Engineer, Badri
Chandrakar.

Durga idols immersion
to be held till October 8

RMC not to allow
Durga idols immer-
sion after October 8

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 04: For con-
venience of the visitors to
WRS Colony ground and to
Ravanbhata maidan, the
Raipur police has fixed a
route and parking system.
At the same time from se-
curity point of view also,
on occasion of
‘Vijaydashmi’, movement
of heavy vehicles has been
banned from city’s Ring
Road.

It is notable here that ef-
figies of Ravana, Meghdoot
and Kumbhakaran  will be
burnt at various places on
occasion of Dussehra in
capital city tomorrow.
During this people from
city in large number are
expected to view the com-
bustion programme of
‘Ravana’. In view of this
the Raipur Traffic police
has made traffic arrange-
ments and parking system
to streamline movement of
traffic.

For WRS Colony
Dussehra ground:

The vehicles going to
Dussehra Utsav ground

WRS Colony Raipur will go
from Faffdih Chowk to
DRM Office, Central
School and enter WRS
Colony ground. Here the
parking has been made
near Central School
ground and then the people
will have to walk all the
way to the combustion
venue.

Ravanbhata ground:
In the Ravana’s combus-

tion programme to be or-
ganised in Ravanbhata
ground, the people will
have to park their vehicles
at the parking venue out-
side the ground. The vehi-
cle riders coming from
Ring Road can park their
vehicles near Filter Plant,
New Bus Stand entrance
area. During this the move-
ment of passenger buses
will not be from Filter
Plant main road entrance,
but from the Bus Stand
main door and go out via
Nilkanteshwar Dhaam.

Movement of heavy ve-
hicles banned till 2:00 in
the night:

In view of safety of peo-
ple going to view combus-
tion of effigies on
Dussehra, the movement of
heavy vehicles in city has
been banned till 2:00 pm.

Route map finalized for movement
and parking of vehicles

For Dussehra 
utsav today

Members of La Vista Society, located near VIP Road, Amlidih, celebrated ‘Dandia Ras’ on occasion of ‘navratri’.

Livelihood-oriented activities in RIPs have
boosted confidence of rural women: CM

Raipur, Oct 04: We women
are becoming financially in-
dependent because of the
livelihood activities con-
ducted in Rural Industrial
Park. This has not only
boosted our self-esteem but
has also helped us con-
tribute to our family in-
come. These words were ex-
pressed by the women of
self-help groups working in
Gauthans, during a virtual
interaction with Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today. While launching the
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park scheme
statewide today, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
performed virtual
bhoomipujan of Rural
Industrial Park (RIPs) in
300 Gauthans of the state.
On this occasion, he inter-
acted with the women and
youth present in Jarve area
of Janjgir-Champa district,
Amaldih of Bemetara dis-
trict, Saraghu Navgaon in
Kanker district, Latuva of
Balodabazar and
Dongitarai village of
Raigarh and discussed in
detail about the gauthan ac-
tivities conducted there.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel spoke to Saraswati
in Jarve Gauthan of
Janjgir-Champa district,
which is being developed as
rural industrial park.

Saraswati told that present-
ly, 40 women are working in
her gauthan. Earlier, these
women were engaged in
production of vermicom-
post, but now with the de-
velopment of rural indus-
trial park, many such in-
come-oriented activitied
will be conducted. Jila
Panchayat CEO told Chief
Minister that an amount of
Rs 1 cr  is being provided to
each rural industrial park.
Four livelihood-oriented ac-
tivities are being conducted
in these rural industrial
parks, along with mush-
room rearing, pickle-papad,
and ‘badi’ making works.
Mr. Gajendra Sidar ji of
Rajiv Mitan Club said that
he will set up offset printing
unit here. The shepherd
from Janjgir Champa, Mr.
Mayaram told that he has
sold cow dung worth Rs 1
lakh 4 thousand, and has
used that money to build a
house with money. He told
that he is landless, and he is
getting the benefits of land-
less justice scheme
(Bhoomiheen Nyay
Yojana).

Savita of Amaldiha,
Bemetara told that rural in-
dustrial park has created
various employment oppor-
tunities through works like
brick-making and fencing
poles.

Mirza Ishak Beg from Raipur
on KBC 14 today 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0044::  Coming on the
hot seat on 5th  October, 2022
will be Mirza Ishak beg from
Raipur, Chhattisgarh. A ladies’
tailor, 50-year-old Mirza would
be making host Amitabh
Bachchan very happy with his
skilful game play where he
would be displaying some
amazing sense of logic and rea-
soning to lure out the right
answers to questions, surpris-
ing everyone. 

With his daughter as his
companion, Mirza would be
talking about his profession
and share interesting details
about his life with the host. 

It took Mirza 22 years to
reach the hot seat but he would
be saying that by taking the ten
steps between the FFF chair
(Fastest Finger First) and the

hot seat, he seemed to have
forgotten all his previous strug-
gles. Before talking about this,
he would be spilling the beans
on how he was selected to
come to KBC and the after-
math. Mirza would share, “Sir I
want to take back your auto-
graph with me. Coming to this
show has become my label. I do
not have any sort of advertise-
ment or banner or board by
which people can know my
name back home. I don’t have a
signboard or nothing which
says I do tailor. But now, I don’t
have to worry about that, I will
be known because of KBC. I
don’t even have a chequebook
and I do not have so much
money in my account. When I
first received the call from the
team at KBC they asked me if I

have a chequebook. I said I
don’t, and they asked me to get
a letter signed by the bank. I
agreed and went to the bank. 

When the people at the bank
asked the purpose of the letter
I just said, “please read my
application, you can know from
there.”When she saw that I
need it for KBC, she scanned
me from head to toe and then
asked, “which KBC?” I replied,
“there is only one KBC.” They
then got excited that I am com-
ing to the show. They then said.
“oh, bring him a chair to sit
on!” I had not even come here,
and I received so much respect,
so, after I go back from here, I
can only imagine what will be
my situation. Sir jahan main
khada ho jaau line wahin se
shuru ho jati hai (from where I
stand, the line starts from
there)” Mirza Ji would be get-
ting his autograph! He would
be getting his thread and nee-
dle box signed by the host to be
taken back with him. Not only
that, but the contestant would
also be gifting Big B two hand-
sewn Kurtis, one for Aishwarya
Rai Bachchan and one for Jaya
Bachchan.  Tune in to watch
Mirza Ishak beg on the hot seat
on 5th October, on ‘Kaun
Banega Crorepati- 14’ at 9:00
pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television.

Raipur District Table Tennis competition concludes

Raipur, Oct 04: The
District Table Tennis
Competition was held at
Sapre School Table Tennis
Hall by Rajdhani Table
Tennis Association
District Raipur. Ashok
Thakur, Senior Divisional
Manager of Life Insurance
Corporation of India
Divisional Office, Raipur
was the chief guest at the
conclusion event of the
competition. The program
was presided over by
Principal Accountant
General, Chhattisgarh
Senior Deputy Accountant
General, Gurpreet Walia.

In the matches played,
Pranay Chauhan and Rajiv
Sahu in the men’s category,
Karan Malhotra in the jun-
ior under-19 boy’s category,
Ramji Kumar and Karan
Malhotra in Junior Under-
17 Boys category, Venya
Sengode and Ahana Singh

in Junior Under-17 Girls
category, Karan Malhotra
and Arjun Malhotra in
Sub Junior Under-15 Boys
category.Ahana Singh and
Lavanya Pandey Cadet
Under-13 Girls category se-
cured first and second po-
sition respectively.

Dr. Ambedkar Centre for
Excellence inaugurated at CU
BBiillaassppuurr,,  OOcctt  0044::  Dr. Ambedkar
Center of Excellence was inau-
gurated in Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) on October 01, 2022
with LS MP Bilaspur Arun Sao
as the Chief Guest. The
scheme, which is funded by Dr.
Ambedkar Foundation, Ministry
of Social Justice and
Empowerment, Government of
India, was inaugurated in the
Smart Class Room of the
Department of Biotechnology
at 10 a.m. Prof. Nilambari Dave,
former Vice-Chancellor,
Saurashtra University Rajkot,
Gujarat was present as a
Special Guest and the event
was presided over by Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal, Vice-
Chancellor of the University.
The Registrar of the university,
Prof. Shailendra Kumar, Nodal
Officer Dr. Bharti Ahirwar
Associate Professor, Pharmacy
Department and Co-Advisor,
Prof. Mukesh Singh were also
among the dignitaries present.

The guests on stage first lit
the lamp and honoured Maa
Saraswati, Sant Guru Ghasidas
and Dr. B.R. with offerings of
flowers. After that, the guests
were welcomed with small
saplings. Prof. Mukesh Kumar
Singh gave the welcome
address. The Nodal Officer Dr.
Bharti Ahirwar Associate
Professor, Department of
Pharmacy shared her views
about Dr. Ambedkar Center of
Excellence and the efforts
made to establish it.

The Chief Guest of the pro-
gram, MP of Bilaspur Lok
Sabha constituency,  Arun Sao
said that this is a historic occa-
sion when Dr. Ambedkar
Center of Excellence is being
established in the Central

University. He said that there is
no need for anyone to be disap-
pointed at any moment in life.
Through this center the stu-
dents of disadvantaged sec-
tions will get an opportunity to
showcase their talent. While
wishing good luck to all the
hundred students who took
admission in it, he said that
through this center all the
admitted students will get
selected in all India level exam-
inations and bring laurels to
their family and the university.

Presiding over the inaugural
program, the Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
expressed his conviction that
the hundred students who have
taken admission under this Dr.
Ambedkar Center of Excellence
will be selected in future for
UPSC and PSC and will provide
their active and positive coop-
eration in nation building. With
the establishment of Dr.
Ambedkar Center of Excellence
in the University, students
belonging to Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Castes will get
the guidance of experts at one
place for preparation for exam-
inations related to administra-
tive services. Prof. Chakrawal
said that we have to set the
highest standards of excellence
by taking inspiration from the

multi-faceted personality of Dr.
Ambedkar. Dr. Ambedkar
played a vital role in the making
of the country’s constitution by
achieving the highest peak of
studies in his life which was full
of struggles. He called upon all
the newly admitted students to
take an oath that they would
bring pride to the university at
the national level by clearing
the All India level examina-
tions.

On this occasion, Prof.
Nilambari Dave, former Vice-
Chancellor, Saurashtra
University, Rajkot, Gujarat,
while congratulating all the
admitted students, called upon
them to bring accolades to the
university by creating new
records of success under the
guidance of expert teachers,
and with their own persever-
ance and hard work. The uni-
versity Registrar, Prof.
Shailendra Kumar also
expressed his views.

Free coaching will be provid-
ed in universities through Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence. The biggest benefit
from its opening will be for the
scheduled caste students
preparing for the administra-
tive service. Dr. Ambedkar
Center of Excellence will also
have facilities like library, high
speed WiFi etc.

Department of Liberal
Arts holds a talk 

Raipur, Oct 04: The
Department of Liberal Arts
at IIT Bhilai hosted Dr
Jagadish Prasad Sahu,
Assistant Professor of
Economics, IIM Kashipur
for lecture under aegis of
Intersections, its monthly
lecture series. The lecture
was organised on Thursday,
29 September 2022 in in-per-
son mode at the IIT Bhilai
campus in GEC, Sejbahar.
The title of the lecture was
“Impact of governance in-
stitutions on FDI inflows:
Evidence from a global sam-
ple”. Dr Sahu suggested that
economic and political theo-
ries postulate that good
quality governance institu-
tions in recipient countries
increase foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) inflows.
Examining the impact of
governance institutions on
FDI inflows in 117 coun-

tries, comprising both de-
veloped and developing
countries for the period
2002–2019, Dr Sahu made a
persuasive case for
strengthening of democrat-
ic institutions and process-
es for larger economic well-
being. His analysis suggests
that the varying inflows of
FDI on the basis of political
institutions have become
statistically significant for
heterogeneous groups of
countries with other control
variables being natural re-
sources, trade openness,
polity, etc. The lecture ended
with the recommendation
that governments in capital-
scarce and/or technology-
scarce countries in need of
FDI to shore up their eco-
nomic growth path have a
clear policy imperative to
boost the quality of gover-
nance institutions in their
jurisdictions to attract more
FDI inflows. The
Department of Liberal Arts
at IIT Bhilai will continue
hosting experts in various
domains on topics of larger
social and national rele-
vance.

New TVS iQube Electric scooters receive
an overwhelming response in Raipur

Raipur, Oct 04: TVS
Motor Company, a reputed
manufacturer of two-
wheelers and three-wheel-
ers in the world, handed
over 100 units of its newly
upgraded TVS iQube
Electric scooters, to its
customers in Raipur today.
The company has gar-
nered an overwhelming
response in the market as
EV adoption in Raipur

continues to grow at an ex-
ponential rate, backed by
low electricity rate and
progressive government
policies.

Raipur records approxi-
mate sale of 2,000 scooter
monthly, and TVS Motor
has successfully delivered
over 200 units of its TVS
iQube and TVS iQube S in
the city within days of its
launch.

This includes deliveries
of 100 scooters during the
‘Mega Delivery Event’
today where customers
were handed over their
TVS iQube and TVS iQube
S variants which offer a
range of 100 kms in one

single charge. The new
range of TVS iQube
Electric series was
launched earlier this year
across three avatars,
which are loaded with
best-in-class features and
enhanced range. The new
TVS iQube and TVS iQube
S variants come with TVS
Motor designed battery
specification of 3.4 kWh
and delivers a practical 100
km on-road range per
charge, along with fea-
tures like 7 inch TFT dis-
play, HMI controls and re-
verse parking. The top-of-
the-line variant, TVS
iQube ST is powered by
TVS Motor designed 5.1
kWh battery pack and de-
livers best-in-class 140 km
of on-road range per
charge.

The TVS iQube and TVS
iQube S are available at an
on-road price in
Chhattisgarh for Rs.
1,16,535 and 1,23,665 re-
spectively (on-road
Chhattisgarh including
FAME II and state sub-
sidy).

Ch’garh records 1249.8 mm average rainfall so far
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0044::  An average rainfall
of 1249.8 mm has been recorded
in Chhattisgarh since June 1. The
highest rainfall of 2393.1 mm was
recorded in the Bijapur district
while the Surguja district record-
ed the lowest average rainfall of
585.5 mm. This is based on the
district-wise rainfall statistics

from June 01 to October 03.
According to the information

received from the state-level con-
trol room for flood disaster man-
agement, Surajpur has received
969.6 mm of rainfall since June 1.
Similarly, Balrampur received
1004.0 mm rainfall, Jashpur
1026.5 mm, Koriya 870.1 mm,

Raipur 913.6 mm, Balodabazar
1157.2 mm, Gariyaband 1263.9
mm, Mahasamund 1155.5 mm,
Dhamtari 1303.1 mm, Bilaspur
1440.9 mm, Mungeli 1308.3 mm,
Raigarh 1194.7 mm, Janjgir-
Champa 1359.7 mm, Korba 1210.4
mm, Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
1065.8 mm, Durg 960.1 mm,

Kabirdham 1117.5 mm,
Rajnandgaon 1217.7 mm, Balod
1285.3 mm, Bemetara 715.7 mm,
Bastar 1815.7 mm, Kondagaon
1274.9 mm, Kanker 1530.5 mm,
Narayanpur 1459.7 mm,
Dantewada 1803.3 mm and
Sukma recorded an average rain-
fall of 1593.5 mm.

Governor attends national seminar
organized by Wardha University

Raipur, Oct 04:
Governor Anusuiya
Uikey during her stay at
Wardha on Monday at-
tended the National
Seminar organized by
Mahatma Gandhi
International Hindi
Vishwavidyalaya on the
occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti. The Governor
first paid tribute to the
Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi and for-
mer Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri by gar-
landing and lighting the
lamp. On this occasion,
she felicitated the win-
ners of various competi-
tions organised under
Hindi Fortnight

In her address, the
Governor said that the
theme of the symposium
is ‘Swarajya, Surajya and
Gandhi’s path of self-real-
isation’ is very relevant
and reflects the entire life
of Gandhiji. She said that
Wardha has been the
‘Karmabhoomi’ of
Gandhiji. His philosophy
of life is present in every
particle of the holy land
of Wardha. It was from

this holy land that
Gandhiji dreamed of the
new construction of
India. The light of
Gandhiji’s thoughts has
shown the real India to
the whole world. The
Governor said that while
walking on the path of
truth, Gandhiji had done
a great job of uniting the
country even in the ab-
sence of resources, he has
taught the service of the
nation with sacrifice and
dedication. He said that
following the path shown
by Gandhiji, the country
has made a new identity
on the world stage.
Governor Ms. Uikey said
that the way Gandhiji had
talked about the concept
of Swaraj and upliftment
of the last people. At pres-

ent, according to this con-
cept, efforts are being
made to make the country
self-reliant. He mentioned
and appreciated the ef-
forts made by Prime
Minister  Narendra Modi
to increase the accept-
ance of Hindi language in
government and non-gov-
ernment works. The
Governor also spoke
about the changes
brought in by Gandhiji’s
philosophy in life and
working style. Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey dur-
ing her stay at Wardha
today inaugurated Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence in the premis-
es of Mahatma Gandhi
International Hindi
University. It is notewor-
thy that Dr. Ambedkar

Centers of Excellence are
being set up in Central
Universities by the
Ministry of Social
Justice and
Empowerment, through
which education is being
imparted to the youth for
special preparation for
administrative services.

Governor Uikey con-
gratulated the university
management and the stu-
dents on the selection of
Wardha University for
the establishment of Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence. On this occa-
sion, Wardha MP,
Ramdas Tadas, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Rajnish
Kumar Shukla along
with university profes-
sors and students  were
present.
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Inaugurates
Ambedkar Center
of Excellence

Over 100 scooters
delivered to cus-
tomers in a single
day mega-delivery
event

On ‘Impact of gov-
ernance institutions
on FDI inflows:
Evidence from a
global sample’

Pranay Chauhan
became winner for the
first time in 
senior men’s category



Dhamtari, Oct 04: In the
weekly review meeting of
‘Godhan Nyay Yojana’
(GNY), Collector PS Elma
chaired the meeting and he
reviewed about the active
‘gouthans’ in the district,
apart from purchase of
cow-dung from ‘Avarti-
Charai’, preparing of
vermi-compost and its sell-
ing and progress in the
livelihood oriented works.
During this Collector ex-
pressed annoyance over
the unexpected slow pace
of work in Horticulture,
Livestock and Fisheries
department and directed
the officers to sart the
work in all the sanctioned
‘Gouthans’ this week itself.
Apart from this he also di-
rected to carry out regular
monitoring at ground-
level.

In the meeting held at
the Collectorate on
Tuesday, the Collector gave
instructions to purchase
cow-dung on per-day aver-
age from the active
‘Gouthans’ in rural areas
and from urban bodies as
well. While reviewing
about purchase of cow-
dung ‘Gouthan’-wise,
Collector directed to speed
up development of ‘badi’
and mushroom production
under Horticulture depart-
ment; goat rearing and
poultry farming under
Animal Husbandry de-
partment and fish farming
under the fisheries depart-
ment. Expressing annoy-
ance over not putting fish
seeds in the tanks dig in
the ‘Gouthans’, Collector

said that under it is done
on time, it will not bring
positive results. Therefore
the officers should get the
works executed keeping in
mind the type of climate
and atmosphere and then
only positive results will
come. He also gave in-
structions to start rearing
of chicks and eggs produc-
tion in ‘Gouthans’ and its
selling at local level. In the
same way, he also laid
stress on taking up veg-
etable and ‘bhaji’ produc-
tion and other variety of
crops as per season in the
‘gouthans’ on priority
basis. In the meeting
Collector made it clear that
CEOs/CMOs of Janpad
Panchayat and Nagar
Panchayat will be resposi-
ble for ensuring all the re-
sources in the ‘Gouthans’.
In the meeting CEO
District Panchayat
Priyanka Mahobia re-

viewed about digging of
borewell and other re-
sources in the sanctioned
‘Gouthans’ and doing it
‘gouthan-wise’, she also
gave instructions to the of-
ficers to make online entry
in the ‘Gouthan’ portal.
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Bhond, Oct 04:

MLA Bastar and
President Bastar
Development Authority
(BDA) dedicated the 69
year old heritage well
constructed with help of
the villagers in Dr
Rajendra Prasad ward in
Nagar Panchayat Bastar
on occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti and with inspira-
tion of Dr Rajendra
Prasad. Baghel was ac-
corded warm welcome on
his arrival by the vil-
lagers.

President of India had
laid stone for the well:

The First President of
India Late Dr Rajendra
Prasad had come to Gram
Bastar (now Nagar
Panchayat) on request of
then then DCC President
Suryapal Tiwari of Gram
Bastar on 23 March 1953
to dedicate the NH and Pt.

Motilal Nehru hostel.
During the dedication he
laid stone for digging of
well in front of Janpad
Primary School with
labour work from the vil-
lagers. It was on his re-
quest, villagers immedi-
ately agreed to dig a well.
Presently a block colony
exists there and it was
here that Dr Rajendra
Prasad laid the stone for a

well. It was using a spade
he started the labour
work and the ward in
which this historic well is
located has been named
after Dr Rajendra Prasad
ward, so that it remains
alive for all in his memo-
ry and continue to re-
mind people about the
labour work done.

MLA Lakeshwar
Baghel in his address on

the occasion said that the
works done by the first
President of country Dr
Rajendra Prasad for the
nation and this small
place like Gram Bastar
would be remembered for
time immemorial. The
work of laying of stone
was brought into reality
with help of labour work
from the villagers and
this should be preserved

and kept intact. Baghel
further said that now
Nagar Panchayat Bastar
is changing and develop-
ment works are gaining
momentum.

Statue of Dr Rajendra
Prasad and Lal Bahadur
Shastri soon:

MLA Bastar
Lakheshwar Baghel made
a declaration to install a
statue of first President

of India Dr Rajendra
Prasad and former PM
Late Lal Bahadur Shastri
in the awrd and also made
a declaration to install
streetlights in the historic
ground, so that people
can watch the same.

MLA also offered
prayers reaching the
‘Durga’ pandal nearby
and then offered prayers
in the temple of Lord
Hanuman.

On this occasion BCC
President Ganesh Ram
Baghel, Prem Shankar
Shukla, Rakesh Mishra,
Domai Mourya, Champa
Thakur, Ashish Mishra,
Ankit Parekh, Anoop
Tiwari, Hussain Khan,
Kunu Ram, Jalandhar
Kashyap, Satyendra
Tiwari, Shiv Singh
Sengar, Ramsingh
Parihar, JK Tiwari, RK
Kashyap and others were
present.

MLA dedicates the well in Nagar Panchayat Bastar
 Stone for it was

laid by first
President 
Dr Rajendra Prasad

 Also makes a 
declaration 
of installing statue
of Dr Rajendra
Prasad and Lal
Bahadur Shastri DDhhaammddhhaa,,  OOcctt  0044::  Under the

Gambling Act campaign,
Dhamdha police conducted
raids in different parts of city
and seized the playing cards
and cash of Rs 2670 in 3 differ-
ent cases. It was on tip from an
informer that the police raided
Yadav Bhavan in Nandvai in the
house of Sunny S/o Prem
Gaikwad, Tamradhwaj Kurre
S/o Bhagwat Kurre, Ajay
Banjare S/o Dharamdas
Banjare Gram Nandvai with
playing cards and cash of Rs
1050. Similarly in the action

taken against Mahendra Yadav
S/o Ramesh Yadav, Yogesh
Banjare S/o Umendra Banjare,
Chandrashekhar S/o Sunny
Gaikwad, a pack of cards and
cash of Rs 980. In the same way
action was taken against
Mahesh Yadav, S/o Bagela
Yadav, Rajpur; Prabhu
Vishwakarma S/o SR
Vishwakarma and Bhuneshwar
Yadav S/o Lakchan Yadav and
seized playing cards and cash
of Rs 640 from their possession
and action was taken under
Gambling Act.

Action taken 
against gambling

In 3 different cases, cash of Rs 2670 seized

Jagdalpur, Oct 04: 

Under the leadership of
DIG Police and SSP
Jitendra Singh Meena,
continuous action is
being taken against crim-
inal elements by Bastar
Police. In the same line,
today, Bastar police got a
major breakthrough in
taking action against five
smugglers of drug smug-
gling gang involved in
selling of illegal and
banned capsules and
syrups under Bodhghat
police station here on
Saturday.

Police station Bodhghat
received tip from an in-
former that illegal drug
capsules and banned
syrup are being smuggled
by some persons in
Nayamunda area. Based
upon this a police team
was formed under the
leadership of Police
Station TI Bodhghat Lalji
Sinha and TI Police

Station  Parpa Dhananjay
Sinha for taking action.
The said team, after iden-
tifying some suspicious
persons in Nayamunda
Das street, nabbed 5 sus-
pects and on interroga-
tion, they disclosed their
names as Akshak, S/o
Anil Mane age 25 R/o
Lalbagh Jagdalpur,
Samyak Nahta S/o
Dharamchandra Nahta
Age 29 R/o Moti Talab
Para Jagdalpur, Daddu
Harish Soni S/o Lakhan
Soni, age 27 resident
Nayamunda Jagdalpur,
Vivek Sharma alias Kake
S/o Rakesh Sharma age
30 years R/o of
Kushwaha Marg Shanti
Nagar Ward Jagdalpur,
Ritesh Singh alias Rinku
S/o Rajendra Singh age 32

R/o Shanti Nagar Ward
Jagdalpur tell. All the res-
idents are from Jagdalpur
city.

On searching all the
suspects, 1100 vials total-
ing 110 liters and banned
drug capsules, Pivon Spas
Plus, 50 boxes containing
12000 nos. were seized. All
the confiscated material
comes under the category
of banned and psy-

chotropic drugs. In this
regard, on enquiry, the
statutory reply was not
furnished by the suspects.
All the five above accused
came were booked under
the NDPS Act and under
Section 21 NDPS. An of-
fense under the Act has
been registered and taken
up for investigation. All
the accused in the case
have been arrested and

sent on judicial remand.
The estimated cost of
confiscated drugs has
been estimated at Rs
4,57,600/-. One accused is
absconding in the case,
whose investigation will
be done separately.

From the accused (1)
Monocaf syrup total 110
liters, (2) Capsule Pivon
Spaz Plus, total 12000 nos.
Capsule, (3) Vehicle:- 01
Auto, 01 Scooty Vehicle,
02 Motor Cycle, (4) Mobile
07 Nos. 5) Cash amount of
Rs.20,000/- has been con-
fiscated.

ASI Satish Yadav,
Avinash Jha, VP
Devangan, Dhirendra
Thakur, Head Constable
Rajesh Singh, Umesh
Chandel, salt pannigrahi,
Chovadas Ballen, Pawan
Srivastava, constable -
Bhupendra Netam,
Santosh Jha, Gayatri
Prasad Taram, Manoj
Tirkey, Bhairav Sinha
played an important role.

Police nabs 5 drug smugglers in Nayamunda
 Estimated 

cost of intoxicants

is Rs 4.57 lakh

Jagdalpur, Oct 04: 

It is even after filing of
complaint in Kotwali
thana about removal of
banner of Maa
Danteshwari from the
Kotwali Chowk and even
after being certified in the
CCTV investigation, no ac-

tion has being taken by the
police till Tuesday. On this
issue, Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) staged
chakka-jam and created
ruckus at Kotwali Chowk,
demanding immediate ar-
rest of Rozvin Das, who
took out the banner. They
also demanded to put back

the banner of Maa
Danteshwari at the same
place soon.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad
Prant Dharma Prasar
Pramukh Shailendra
Srivastava informed that
the banner of Maa
Danteshwari was installed
in Kotwali Chowk. The

banner was taken out in
the presence of Baba Tent
House Rozvin Das. A com-
plaint was lodged by the
Praveer Sena in the police
station. Based upon which
CCTV footage was
checked and in this Rozvin
Das and his companions
were spotted. When no ac-
tion was taken on the com-
plaint, Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, members staged
traffic-jam at Kotwali
Chowk and demanded ar-
rest of Rosvin. They also
demanded installing the
Flex of Mai Danteshwari
at its original place.

During the chakka-jam,
slogans of Goddess with
giving good knowledge to
those who are involved in
anti-Hindu activities, were
chanted by reciting Jai
Shri Ram, Jai Maa
Danteshwari and
Hanuman Chalisa.

VHP blocks road on Maa Danteshwari’s banner
Taken out by some element from Kotwali Chowok

Jagdalpur, Oct 04:

According to the tradi-
tion of the princely state
of Bastar Dussehra, Mata
Mavli’s Doli and
Danteshwari’s umbrella,
which reached Jagdalpur
to attend Mavli Paraghav,
were accorded a grand
welcome.

Thousands of people
were present on both
sides of the road to trans-
port ‘Mavli Mata ki Doli’
and Danteshwari’s um-
brella from ‘Jiyadera to
Danteshwari temple’. It
was led by the members

of the Royal family, fami-
ly members, public repre-
sentatives, Rajpurohit.
The Gods and Goddesses
of 194 villages of Bastar
division have participat-
ed in Mavli Parghav, the
most important worship
ritual of Bastar
Dussehra.

Mata Mavli’s doli and
mother Danteshwari’s

umbrella were brought
from Dantewada to
Jagdalpur last night and
installed in Jia Dera at
the appointed place. After
which, according to tradi-
tion, in the late evening,
Bastar was established by
bringing it to the
Danteshwari temple to at-
tend Dussehra. ‘Mavli
Mata ki Doli’ and

Danteshwari’s umbrella
will be seen in the temple
till October 10. On
October 11, with the
grand event of Mata’s
farewell, the ‘doli of Mata
Mavli’ and the umbrella
of Maa Danteshwari will
leave for Dantewada.

Rajguru Naveen
Thakur informed that the
welcome of Mavli Devi is
called Mavli Parghav in
the local dialect. He said
that according to the ritu-
al, in Dantewada, a new
cloth is coated with san-
dalwood and an idol of
Mavli is made and gar-
landed.

This idol was brought
to Jagdalpur from
Dantewada after being
placed in a doli. The god-
dess also brings new food
with her. With this food,
Bastar Royal family will
celebrate Navakhani fes-
tival on 6 October in
Kuhdakot forest.

Mata Mavli’s doli and umbrella reaches Danteshwari temple
 In Mavli Paraghav

Vidhan

 Gods and Goddesses

of 194 villages of

Bastar division were

involved 

in Mavli Parghav

Pithora, Oct 04:

It was appeal by the
Divisional Secretary of
Akhil Bharatiya Dak
Karamchari Sangh
(ABDKS) AK Singh, took
an initiative to visit door-
to-door and Durga Pandals
to motivate people to open
account in favour of girls
under ‘Sukanya Samridhi’
in the post offices. So in
this the postal employees
of Sangh, Up-Dak Pal and
postal assistants informed
all the people in their
houses and ‘Durga’ pan-
dals to save for the future
of their sons and daugh-
ters. The first saving
amount for poor children
that of Rs 250 was given by
the employees to open

their account in PO and
the others who were un-
able to open their account
their account was also
opened with contribution
by the ABDKS members
and other members were
also asked to deposit Rs
250.

This particular initia-
tive of office bearers of
ABDKS was hailed by one
& all and parents of the

children. In this particular
initiative by the Sangh to
open ‘Sukanya Account’,
Secretary of Sangh
Ashutosh Kumar Singh,
Raju Gajendra, Subhash
Bangre, Santosh Kosle,
Chandrashekhar Singh
Paikra, Jag Mahesh and
others were present. In
this programme accounts
of more than 60 girls was
opened in the post office.

‘Sukanya’ account of 60 girls opened
 On initiative by

ABDKS and financial

help as well on 

occasion of ‘Navratri

Collector annoyed over pace of livelihood activities
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Jail Inmates of 20 Prisons participates in country’s
first National Online Chess Tournament

New Delhi, Oct 04: 

IndianOil, in associa-
tion with All India Chess
Federation (AICF) organ-
ised country’s first ever
National Online Chess
Tournament for jail in-
mates of 20 prisons
across the country under
its unique social initia-
tive- “Parivartan” Prison
to Pride sports training
program. From this tour-
nament two teams in
Men category and one
team each in Women and
junior category shall rep-
resent Indian Prisons in
the Intercontinental
“Chess for Freedom
Tournament” organised
by World Chess
Federation on 13-14
October 2022.

Mr. U P Singh,
Executive Director I/c
(Human Resources),
IndianOil in the presence
of Ms Dana Ozala
Reizniece, Managing
Director, International
Chess Federation - FIDE;
and Mr Bharat Singh
Chauhan, Dy. President
Asian Chess Federation
inaugurated the online
tournament. Also pres-
ent on this occasion were
senior officials of
IndianOil, authorities
from different prisons,
Chess Coaches, Chess
Arbiters, Indian Oil
Chess Grandmasters,
and Prison Inmates tak-
ing part in the
Tournament.

Mr. UP Singh in his in-
augural Address said,
“On 15th August 2021
IndianOil had a dream to
make a difference in the
life of jail inmates. After
more than one year of ex-

tensive sports training to
jail inmates with help
and cooperation of
coaches, prison authori-
ties, arbiters, IndianOil
star sports persons, we
are proud to host coun-
try’s first ever online
chess tournament for jail
inmates”. Ms. Dana
Ozola, who virtually
joined the inaugural
event from Latvia, con-
gratulated IndianOil for
sustained effort in the
field of social empower-
ment to prisoners
through various games,
including Chess. She
said, “We welcome AICF
and IndianOil to join
hands with FIDE in this
noble initiative in future
also.’ For past two
months, IndianOil Chess
players along with exter-
nal coaches have been
imparting training ses-
sions for the jail inmates
at various prisons to
train them for this
National Chess
Tournament. Women
Grandmaster Padmini
Rout shared her unique
experience of coaching
the Prison Inmates. Shri
Bharat Singh comple-
mented IndianOil for
Parivartan initiative and
offered complete support
from AICF and Asian
Chess Federation. Mr.
Ketan Khaire, National
Chess Player and Head
Coach while sharing his
experience in training in-

mates of Yerwada Central
Jail, Pune said, “I was
surprised to witness ac-
tive participation of jail
inmates with 100% atten-
dance in every session.”

Globally many coun-
tries are using sports for
re-socialisation of its
prison inmates with the
objective of reincorporat-
ing them into society. In
India also, on August 15,
2021, driven by a strong
social conscience, Indian
Oil Corporation Limited
under leadership of our
Chairman Shri Shrikant
Madhav Vaidya em-
barked on a new social
stewardship initiative,
conceived, and aptly
named “Parivartan –
Prison to Pride”. This ini-
tiative came in the wake
of India’s 75th Year of
Independence, being cele-
brated as Azadi ka Amrut
Mahotsav. Over 1,775 in-
mates in 37 prisons from
20 States and 5 UT have
been coached in the ba-
sics of the Sport, enabling
them to participate in
local competitions, be-
sides recreation.

In Madhya Pradesh at
Bhopal and Indore, about
80 inmates in each city
have been coached in
sports Volleyball,
Carrom, Badminton &
Chess. In Chhatisgarh, at
Raipur jail 60 inmates
participated in
Badminton, Carrom &
Chess coaching camp.

Credible Federal alternative to fill
the vacuum on political sphere

Hyderabad, Oct 04:

The  vacuum on the po-
litical sphere at the nation-
al level is witnessing a
major transformation on
the day of Dasshera as the
TRS supremo KCR is tak-
ing up the cudgels as the
mentor of a national party.
The new preposition is
likely to change the com-
plexion of the political sce-
nario at the national level
and across the country
given the circumstances
that an opposition is fail-
ing to provide the needed
respite among the public
about various equations.

The TRS, the root of the
statehood struggle and
several movements in the
newly formed Telangana
state is instrumental both
in remaining an inspira-
tion to mass struggles and
in the implementation of
welfare and development
measures .It is with the
single point agenda of

awakening farmers and
underprivileged about
their just rights the TRS
has won accolades from
cross section of people in
the undivided Andhra
Pradesh state initially and
among the farmers organi-
zations at the national
level subsequently.The
farm regulations imposed
by the central government
ofcourse came as a shot in
the arm for the TRS, the

champion of farmers,
when the Rythu Sanghtan
leaders spearheading the
national ryots  struggle got
the support from KCR on
their just demands.The na-
tional alternative proposal
of KCR, the champion of
farmers is bolstered with
his innovative concepts
such as Rythu Bandhu,
Rythu bima and other wel-
fare schemes such as Dalit
Bandhu and proposed
Girijan bandhu schemes.

Apart from these the
new alternative’s practical
approaches towards the ir-
rigation aggrandizement
and expansion pro-
grammes and the round
the clock uninterrupted
power supplies on the ex-
isting areas of Telangana
are seen as the examples
for the TRS success .The
preliminary meetings held
exploring the need of a
credible alternative got
widespread support at the
national level particularly

from the neutrals such as
the organisations like
Bharatiya Kisan
Sanghatans. The preposi-
tion of new party is cer-
tainly aiming at securing
the required permutations
and combinations
.Though the BJP and UPA
bound Allies of Congress
are seeing the new party
as a regional force the na-
tional level media and in-
telligentsia is feeling it as
a powerful force to reckon
with a la the Janata party
of 1977. The present prepo-
sition of the national
party can be a comprehen-
sive one if one goes by the
preparations undertaken
by KCR while taking up
the proposal. The meticu-
lous planning, the study of
options at the roots and
wide range of delibera-
tions undertaken by the
TRS supremo KCR during
the course of planning are
thoroughly viewed as plus
points for the party.

Safety during festivals among
top priorities: Adityanath

Gorakhpur (UP), Oct 4 (PTI) 

Safety should be among
the top priorities during
the festivals, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said here
on Tuesday.

Adityanath was attend-
ing a ‘Navmi pujan’ - per-
formed on the last day of
the nine-day festival. He
also performed ‘Kanya
Pujan’ at Gorakhnath tem-
ple

“Safety measures
should be given utmost im-
portance at all the Durga
Puja pandals and temples
during festival season,” he
said.

“The worshipping of
Goddess Durga during
nine days twice a year is

symbolic of Sanatan
Dharma’s respect for
women power and girls.
Kanya Pujan on Navami
marks the importance of
‘Matri shakti’,”
Adityanath said while un-
derlining the importance
of women in ‘Sanatan
Dharma’.

“Navratri and
Vijayadashami remind us
that following the path of
truth, righteousness and
justice always leads to vic-
tory,” he said.

He said the ‘Navratri’
celebrations were not or-
ganised on a grand scale
in the past two years due
to COVID-19, but by the
goddess’ grace, this year
the pandemic is under
control and the celebra-

tions are being done with
great fervour.

After the Bhadohi fire
incident in which five per-
sons were killed during
Durga Pooja celebrations,
CM said safety measures
are being given utmost im-
portance at all the ‘pan-
dals’ and temples during
the festival by the adminis-
tration.

At the same time, he
also urged the public to
celebrate safely and re-
sponsibly.

“The puja committees
should ensure compliance
with all types of safety
standards including clean-
liness, and fire safety. No
mismanagement or stam-
pede-like situation should
arise,” he said.

Bihar municipal poll schedule in jeopardy 

Patna, Oct 4 (PTI)

The Patna High Court
on Tuesday declared as “il-
legal” reservation of seats
for Other Backward
Classes and Extremely
Backward Classes for elec-
tion to municipal bodies in
Bihar and ordered that
polls be held only after
treating such berths as
those of general category.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice
Sanjay Karol and Justice S
Kumar passed the order,
allowing a bunch of peti-
tions challenging the
quota system, and ruled
that the elections be held
“only by re-notifying the
seats reserved ..treating

them as general category
seats”.

The order that was
passed less than a week
ahead of the first phase of
polls scheduled on October
10 throws a spanner in the
election process.

It also left Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s
JD(U) and the BJP, a for-
mer ally which it dumped
less than two months ago,
trading charges.

JD(U) parliamentary
board chief Upendra
Kushwaha alleged in a se-
ries of tweets that the “un-
fortunate” high court
order stemmed from a
“deep conspiracy of the
Centre and the BJP”.

“Had the Narendra
Modi government con-
ducted a timely caste cen-
sus and completed all the
constitutional formalities,
things would not have

come to this pass. The
JD(U) will launch a stir
against this conspiracy of
the Centre and the BJP,”
Kushwaha said.

State BJP spokesperson
Nikhil Anand, who is also
the national general secre-
tary of OBC Morcha,
slammed Kushwaha for
playing “victim card”.

“Nitish Kumar owes an
answer to the people as to
why, without preparations,
he started the municipal
poll process. Why he did
not set up an independent
commission for ascertain-
ing the imperativeness of
reservation so that the
quotas could withstand
judicial scrutiny? He is to
be blamed for the humilia-
tion OBCs, and EBCs are
suffering,” Anand al-
leged. The court, which
had reserved its order in
the matter on September

29 when it had indicated
that the judgement might
come during vacations,
came out with the verdict
on a holiday.

In the 86-page order,
the state election com-
mission (SEC) has come
in for sharp criticism and
been asked to review its
functioning as an au-
tonomous and independ-
ent body, “not bound by
the dictates of the
Government of Bihar”.

Though the court had
not stayed the election
process, the SEC had, on
September 30, issued a
circular to all district
magistrates in anticipa-
tion of an adverse order.
The DMs had been asked
to inform all the contest-
ants that the election
schedule was to be sub-
ject to the order passed
by the court.

‘Poor rainfall in Gangetic
plains may spike food
inflation in near-term’

Mumbai, Oct 4 (PTI) 

The deficient rain in the
Northern plains, especial-
ly in the Gangetic region,
is likely to increase food
inflation in the near term
as overall paddy produc-
tion will be hit in these
areas due to poor mon-
soon, according to a re-
port.

Major agricultural
states, such as Bihar,
Jharkhand and Uttar
Pradesh, have had poor
rains during the just con-
cluded season, which may
lead to an increase in the
prices of rice due to lower
paddy products in the near
term.

The share of these
states in overall rice sow-
ing in the Kharif season
(as of September 23) has

declined to 24.1 per cent
from 26 per cent in the pre-
vious year, according to an
assessment by India
Ratings.

This is despite the fact
that the 2022 monsoon has
been above normal but has
not spread adequately
across the regions. As of
September 30, the rainfalls
fared well at 92.5cm, which
is 6 per cent above the long
period average (LPA) of
86.86 cm.

At the disaggregate
level, while 12
states/Union territories
had excess rainfall (devia-
tion from LPA greater
than 20 per cent), 18
states/UTs recorded a nor-
mal rainfall (deviation
from LPA between nega-
tive 19 per cent and posi-
tive 19 per cent). However,

six states/UTs registered a
deficient rainfall (devia-
tion from LPA less than
negative 20 per cent) and it
includes key Kharif crop-
producing states of Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and
Jharkhand, resulting in
the 1.2 per cent lower area
sown at 109.8 million
hectares as of September
23, mostly contributed by a
decline in sowing of paddy
(5.5 per cent), pulses (3.9
per cent) and oilseeds (0.8
per cent).

According to the Agri
ministry’s first advance
estimate for FY23, Kharif
food production is 3.9 per
cent lower at 149.92 million
tonne. Lower Kharif pro-
duction, especially of rice
and pulses, can aggravate
inflation in these com-
modities, the agency said.

DUSSEHRA FESTIVAL

Devotees take part in the procession of deities during the International Dussehra festival, in Kullu, Tuesday.

BRIEF

Meghalaya governor 
 Shillong: BD Mishra

on Tuesday took oath
as the new governor of
Meghalaya at a func-
tion in the Raj Bhavan
here. Mishra, the for-
mer brigadier of the
Indian Army, has been
serving as the
Arunachal Pradesh
governor since 2017
and was given the ad-
ditional charge of
neighbouring
Meghalaya. He suc-
ceeded Satya Pal
Malik who completed
his term as the
Meghalaya governor
on October 3. “Sworn-
in as the Governor of
Meghalaya. The sen-
ior most Judge of the
High Court of
Meghalaya, Justice
H.S. Thangkhiew ad-
ministered the oath of
office to me at the
Durbar Hall of Raj
Bhavan, Shillong,” the
83-year-old governor
wrote on Twitter.

Grocery package 
 Mumbai: The

Maharashtra cabinet
on Tuesday decided to
provide a package of
groceries at Rs 100 to
holders of the ration
card in the state for
the upcoming Diwali
festival. The package
will contain 1 kg of
rawa (sooji), ground-
nuts, edible oil and
yellow lentils. “There
are 1.70 crore families
or seven crore people
who have ration cards
and are eligible to buy
foodgrains from state-
run fair price shops,”
the statement said.
The proposal was
moved by the
Department of Food
and Civil Supply and
Consumer Protection.

3 held 
 Kozhikode: Kerala po-

lice said they have ar-
rested three young-
sters for beating up a
doctor of a private hos-
pital here as he al-
legedly misbehaved
with their friend who
was a patient. “The in-
cident happened on
Friday. The girl gave a
complaint saying the
doctor misbehaved
with her during diag-
nosis. Meanwhile, a
few of her classmates
who came to know
about the incident
went to question the
doctor, resulting in the
assault,” the police
said. The doctor, too,
lodged a complaint
based on which the
three were arrested,
they said. Meanwhile,
the IMA, an associa-
tion of doctors, sought
the arrest of rest of the
people involved in the
assault, the police said.

Road accident 
 Vadodara: Five per-

sons were killed and
four others injured
when a container
truck hit a three-
wheeler ferrying pas-
sengers on a national
highway in Gujarat’s
Vadodara city on
Tuesday, police said.
“A container truck
lost balance after hit-
ting a car and jumped
on the wrong side of
the road after break-
ing the divider and
crashed into a
‘chhakra’ (three-
wheeler),” inspector
of the Harni police
station SR Vekariya
said.

Police person stand
guard as workers prepare
a bank of Yamuna river
for Durga idol immersion,
in the backdrop of Taj
Mahal, in Agra, Tuesday.

HC declares quotas
for OBCs illegal

TRS supremo and CM
K Chandrashekhar Rao

Organised by 
IndianOil under 
its Prison to Pride 
initiative – PARVIARTAN

Muslim family makes Ravan effigies for Agra Ramlila every year
Agra, Oct 4 (PTI)

Every year, a month
ahead of Dussehra, 75-year-
old Jafer Ali and his family
get down to the mammoth
task of making effigies of
Lanka king ‘Ravan’ and his
brothers for the Ramlila
here.

Ali, who belongs to the
fifth generation of a family
of artisans, said “We are in-
vited by the committee
members of Agra Ramlila
to make effigies and for
about a month we stay at
Ramlila ground to complete
effigies of different sizes.”

At the end of the event,
the committee also felici-
tates Ali and his family.

“I have been in this pro-
fession since childhood.
Now the fifth generation of

our family is working in
this profession. I used to
come with my grandfather
and father and now I am
leading other family mem-
bers and workers,” Ali, the
eldest among the artisans
told PTI. He has a family of
18 members and all are
skilled in making effigies,
he said. “In this year’s
Ramlila, which is taking

place after a gap of two
years due to COVID-19,
Ravan’s effigy is about 100
feet tall and those of his
brothers Kumbhkaran and
Meghnath are 65 and 60 feet
tall, respectively. The size of
other effigies depends on
the demand of the commit-
tee members,” he said,
adding that every year the
size of the effigies differs.

“It takes about one month
to complete the effigies,
which are made of colour-
ful paper, twine and adhe-
sive made up of white flour
and bamboo sticks,” Ali
said. He said his family is
happy to come to Ramlila
ground again after COVID-
19, which affected the entire
world. “This year there is a
wave of joy because we are
able to showcase our skills,”
he added.

Auli (45), another family
member who helps Ali in
making effigies, said, “The
wages are different for each
worker and vary from Rs
500 to Rs 700 a day. During
this month-long event, more
than 15 effigies and other
designs are made by us as
per the scenes in
Ramayana.”



CANDLELIGHT VIGIL

Dozens of Afghan minority Hazara from Bowling Green and Owensboro, Ky., gathered for
a candlelight vigil at Fountain Square Park in Bowling Green, Ky., to bring attention to the
recent bombing in Kabul that killed students, mostly women in a minority Hazara neigh-
borhood. 

BEER FESTIVAL

Waiters and waitresses celebrate the end of the Oktoberfest, the world’s largest beer festival, in the Royal Brewery
beer tent, waving sparklers in Munich, Germany, Monday evening.
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Singapore, Oct 04 (PTI):’

Singapore is planning
to hire 180 junior doctors
from India over the next
three years, a move ques-
tioned by many, accord-
ing to a media report. A
tender set to close on
October 10 states a target
to recruit 60 medical offi-
cers from India yearly
from 2022 to 2024, with the
possibility of extending
the plan to 2025.
Singapore has been re-
cruiting doctors from
overseas to ease the
“heavy workload” here
and to supplement its
healthcare capacity
needs, said MOH
Holdings (MOHH), a com-
pany of Singapore’s pub-
lic healthcare institu-
tions.

Confirming the tender,
the firm said it was not
only recruiting doctors
from India but also
Australia and Britain.

The company said it is
looking for candidates
who graduated from med-
ical schools listed in the
Medical Registration Act.

“These doctors will
only be granted condi-
tional registration for
clinical practice under
strict supervision,” it
added.

“Priority is given to lo-
cals who graduate from
medical schools recog-
nised by the Singapore
Medical Council,” the
company said.

Several online users
earlier questioned the de-
cision to “import” Indian
doctors, with some ex-
pressing their worries
about fake certification.
Others asked why
Singapore could not sim-
ply increase the intake of
students in medical
schools here instead. The
tender also drew concern
within the medical frater-
nity here.

Singapore plans to hire 180
junior doctors from India

Quito (Ecuador), Oct 04 (AP):

A clash between in-
mates armed with guns
and knives inside the
Latacunga prison in cen-
tral Ecuador on Monday
left at least 15 people dead
and 20 injured, authorities
said. Officials attributed
the fighting to national
and international drug
trafficking groups which
have turned the Andean
nation’s prisons into the
scene of repeated mas-
sacres as the groups fight
for power and drug distri-
bution rights. Ecuador’s
national penitentiary
service confirmed the
death toll in the Latacunga
prison, located 50 miles (80
kilometres) south of the
capital of Quito. Agents

are still searching the
prison’s pavilions for bod-
ies. Videos in which gun-
fire and the screams of
inmates can be heard
were posted on social
media. Some 316 inmates
were killed inside
Ecuador’s prisons last
year, according to the
penitentiary service. So
far this year there have
been 90 deaths.

The worst massacre
took place in September
of last year in the Litoral
Penitentiary in
Guayaquil, where 125
prisoners were killed.

Ecuador’s prison sys-
tem is designed for about
30,000 people, but some
35,000 inmates were held
in 53 state prisons as of
last month. (AP)

Ecuador prison clash leaves

at least 15 dead, 20 injured

Washington, Oct 04 (AP):

Top regulators on
Monday recommended a
series of new safeguards to
ensure that a growing and
unregulated cryptocurren-
cy market doesn’t imperil
US financial stability.
Among seven major rec-
ommendations, regulators
called on Congress to pass
legislation that would ad-
dress the systemic risks
caused by the growth of
stablecoins, which are a
form of cryptocurrency
pegged to the price of an-
other financial asset, like
the US dollar or gold.

Recent volatility in the
cryptocurrency market, es-
pecially in stablecoins, has
made regulators particu-
larly wary about the need
for regulation as usage of
the digital asset continues
to grow.

Members of the
Financial Stability
Oversight Council met on

Monday to approve the rec-
ommendations of a 125-
page report created in re-
sponse to President Joe
Biden’s March executive
order on digital assets.

The report also calls for
giving agencies greater
regulatory power over
cryptocurrencies and digi-
tal assets. The oversight
council is an interagency
group headed by Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen and
includes Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome Powell.

Created in the wake of
the 2008 financial crisis,
the role of the council is to
identify risks and emerg-
ing threats to US financial
stability.

Powell, who has recently
said stablecoins will need
greater regulation as they
become more widely used
by consumers, said on
Monday that “acting now
will allow us to support re-
sponsible financial innova-
tion while preserving fi-

nancial stability.”
Yellen said, “As we’ve

painfully learned from his-
tory, innovation without
adequate regulation can
result in significant dis-
ruptions and harm to the
financial system.”

At the start of the year,
the council stated it would
focus its efforts on re-
searching and developing
recommendations on digi-
tal asset issues, as more
Americans invest in cryp-
tocurrencies.

Roughly 16 per cent of
adult Americans, or 40 mil-
lion people, have invested
in cryptocurrencies, ac-
cording to a September
2021 Pew Research Centre
poll. And 43 per cent of
men age 18-29 have 
put money into cryptocur-
rency.

Last month, the
Treasury Department is-
sued a report that recom-
mended the US work on de-
veloping a digital dollar.

Top US regulators say crypto
poses financial stability risksWashington, Oct 04 (AP):

The US will soon deliver
to Ukraine four more of
the advanced rocket sys-
tems credited with helping
the country’s military gain
momentum in its war with
Russia.

The High Mobility
Artillery Rocket Systems,
known as HIMARS, will be
part of a new USD 624 mil-
lion package of aid expect-
ed to be announced on
Tuesday, according to US
officials.

The decision marks the
first time the US has sent
more HIMARS to Ukraine
since late July, and it will
bring the total number de-
livered so far to 20.

The systems have be-
come a key tool in
Ukraine’s ability to strike
bridges that Russia has
used to supply its troops,
enabling Ukrainian forces
to make inroads in Russia-
controlled regions.

The US in recent weeks
also provided funding
through a separate pro-

gram the Ukraine Security
Assistance Initiative so an-
other 18 HIMARS can be
purchased through longer-
term contracts. USAI funds
are being used as part of
the effort by the US and
Western allies to ensure
Ukraine’s forces are
trained and equipped to de-
fend their country in the
years to come.

But those contracts will
take several years to fulfil.

The latest aid package is
also expected to include
other ammunition and
equipment for Ukraine’s
troops. Several US officials
spoke on condition of
anonymity to provide de-
tails of the package ahead
of the announcement.

Ukraine has pressed its
counteroffensive in the
Kherson region since the
summer, relentlessly pum-
melling Russian supply
lines and making inroads
into Russian-held areas
west of the Dnieper River.

Ukrainian troops have
been using the HIMARS to
repeatedly hit the main

bridge across the Dnieper
and a dam that served as a
second crossing. It also has
struck pontoon bridges
that Russia has used to sup-
ply its troops.

Ukraine’s battlefield suc-
cesses in Kherson are no-
table since that is one of
the four areas that Russia
is in the process of annex-
ing. A senior US military
official said on Monday
that the attacks by
Ukrainian forces have
forced Russia into a “defen-
sive crouch” in Kherson,
hampering Russian efforts
to resupply their frontline
troops.

The official, who briefed
reporters on condition of
anonymity to provide a US
military assessment of the
war, said that so far the US
has seen only small num-
bers of Russian reinforce-
ments coming into
Ukraine in an effort to
shore up their defences.
Russia has said it will mo-
bilise upwards of 300,000
conscripts to send to
Ukraine.

US to send Ukraine more advanced rocket systems

United Nations, Oct 04 (AP):

U.N. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres warned
that the world is in “a life-
or-death struggle” for sur-
vival as “ climate chaos
gallops ahead” and ac-
cused the world’s 20
wealthiest countries of
failing to do enough to stop
the planet from overheat-
ing.

The U.N. chief said emis-
sions of global-warming
greenhouse gases are at an
all-time high and rising,
and it’s time for “a quan-
tum level compromise” be-
tween rich developed coun-
tries that emitted most of
the heat-trapping gases
and emerging economies
that often feel its worst ef-
fects.

Guterres spoke as gov-
ernment representatives
opened a meeting in
Congo’s capital Kinshasa
to prepare for the major
U.N.-led climate conference
in the Egyptian resort of
Sharm el-Sheikh in
November. It’s a time of
immense climate impacts
around the world from

floods that put one-third of
Pakistan under water and
Europe’s hottest summer
in 500 years to hurricanes
and typhoons that have
hammered the
Philippines, Cuba and the
U.S. state of Florida.

In the last few weeks,
Guterres has amped up a
push for climate’s version
of asking polluters pay for
what they’ve done, usually
called “loss and damage,”
and he said Monday that
people need action now.

“Failure to act on loss
and damage will lead to
more loss of trust and
more climate damage. This
is a moral imperative that
cannot be ignored.”

Guterres said the COP27
meeting in Egypt “must be
the place for action on loss

and damage.” In unusually
critical language, he said
commitments by the so-
called G20 group of the
world’s 20 leading
economies “are coming far
too little, and far too late.”

Guterres warned that
current pledges and poli-
cies “are shutting the door
on our chances to limit
global temperature rise to
2 degrees Celsius, let alone
meet the 1.5 degree goal.”

“We are in a life-or-death
struggle for our own safety
today and our survival to-
morrow,” he said.

“COP27 is the place for
all countries — led by the
G20 — to show they are in
this fight, and in it togeth-
er,”Guterres said. “And the
best way to shot it is by
showing up at COP27 in
Sharm el-Sheikh.”

Rich countries, especial-
ly the United States, have
emitted far more than
their share of heat-trap-
ping carbon dioxide from
the burning of coal, oil and
natural gas, data shows.
Poor nations like Pakistan
and Cuba have been hurt
far more than their share

of global carbon emis-
sions.

Loss and damage has
been talked about for
years, but richer nations
have often balked at nego-
tiating details about pay-
ing for past climate disas-
ters, like Pakistan’s flood-
ing this summer.

The issue is fundamen-
tal for the world’s develop-
ing countries and Guterres
is reminding rich nations
“that they cannot try and
brush it under the carpet
... G20 nations have to take
responsibility for the great
need their actions have
caused,” said Mohamed
Adow of Power Shift
Africa, which tries to mo-
bilize climate action in
Africa.

Princeton University cli-
mate science and interna-
tional affairs professor
Michael Oppenheimer
said in an email that if
high-income and other big
emitters like China want
the U.N. convention on cli-
mate change to remain
useful, “they will need to
grapple seriously with loss
and damage.”

UN chief: World is in ‘life-or-death
struggle’ for survival

Washington, Oct 04 (PTI):

The US will soon impose
further costs on the perpe-
trators of violence against
peaceful demonstrators who
protested against the death
of a 22-year-old woman in
the custody of the morality
police in Iran, President Joe
Biden has said, as he ex-
pressed grave concern over
the crackdown on them.

Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-
old from Iranian Kurdistan,
was arrested for allegedly
violating the country’s
strict Islamic dress code.

The custody death of
Amini on September 13 in
Tehran sparked street

protests around the country.
Iranian Security forces have
cracked down on the
protests.

“For decades, Iran’s
regime has denied the fun-
damental freedom to its peo-
ple and suppressed the aspi-
rations of successive gener-
ations through intimida-
tion, coercion and violence.
The United States stands
with Iranian women and all
citizens of Iran who are in-
spiring the world with their

bravery,” President Biden
said on Monday. Biden said
the United States is making
it easier for Iranians to ac-
cess the internet. The US is
also holding accountable
Iranian officials and enti-
ties, such as the morality po-
lice, that are responsible for
employing violence to sup-
press civil society, he said
on Monday. “This week,
the United States will be
imposing further costs on
perpetrators of violence

against peaceful protesters.
We will continue holding
Iranian officials account-
able and supporting the
rights of Iranians to protest
freely,” Biden said in a state-
ment.

Iran’s state TV has report-
ed that the death toll from

violent clashes between pro-
testers and Iranian security
officers could be as high as
41. Rights groups have given
higher death counts. Several
people have been appre-
hended, with local officials
reporting at least 1,500 ar-
rests.

US to impose further costs on Iran for crackdown against protesters: Biden

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

DD on’t we think that violence against the weaker sex brings out the manly
demeanor of our society where oppression of women is deemed as a

custom ? Women were silently suffering earlier but due to presence of media
and sensitization of police, they are now coming forward to speak against all
types of crime. While serious law reform is the need of the hour, it also
should be taken into consideration that the planners, administrators, and law
enforcement agencies work efficiently and diligently in that direction. This
diminishing social protection has made vulnerable, especially working and
college going women in the city to crimes like eve-teasing, molestation and
rape. It is noticed that the prevalence of crimes against women in a certain
place depends on a large extent to the social ambience of that place. The
punishment for battering, molestation, sexual molestation and unlawful
threat must be increased. Projects must be launched for a better cooperation
between the police, the social services and other relevant parties.
Government should come out with much more essence and urgency to check
the indecent behaviour against women folks, and the need to chart out stern
measures on the part of administrative authorities for curbing down such
events. People also need to come out with determination against such evils
and not be a moot spectator wherein a daughter, or a sister, or a wife, or a
mother is crying for alms. One would find that the scenario for women seems
grim indeed and this will continue so long as the basic social and economic
structures remain unchanged and the implementing and law and order agen-
cies show indifference. Public display of big hoardings only serves to excite
the young minds. Laws alone cannot put an end to evils that are endemic in
the social structure; the government can at least make some attempt to take
its own enactments seriously. Crime is endemic to the human condition, but
a crime specifically directed at one sex is most despicable and unfortunate-
ly, the one that is punished least. According to the Government’s statistics
twenty five rapes are committed in the country everyday but the unofficial
record is in very large number. One would find that Rape is a sexual as well
as cultural attack which has become a great social problem today. There are
many rape cases which have become the headlines of the leading newspa-
pers but the timely actions are not taken.  It is obvious that there is much to
be done to change our laws on rape. While Sections 375 and 376 of the Indian
Penal Code are the major laws dealing with rape, they have failed to match
the international standards of addressing the crime. Making tougher laws
will only be as effective as its implementation. Violent assaults, rapes and
murders of women are symptomatic of a deep societal dysfunction. Any new
law on rape should include the conduct of the defence lawyer and bar uneth-
ical questions against the rape victim. If an FIR is registered against a per-
son in a rape case, he should be automatically disqualified from contesting
elections. The prosecution for rape and sexual harassment should have
toughest lawyers pleading the case to have 100% conviction and not one in
over 1000 cases. In view of the increasing incidence of the rape incidents, it
is absolutely necessary to review the rape law humanely and progressively
as the existing law is not only partial but also outdated. The subject needs a
comprehensive review and should include various types of assault, violence
and torture, and with gender neutrality. Indian women are far too vulnerable
to violent assaults. Sexual violence in villages, though little reported, keeps
girls and women indoors after dark. The pity is that to change attitudes to
rape so many young women have had to suffer and die. An act the police
never prosecute and the public ignores. Women are routinely groped and
harassed by men on buses and trains. The reason behind is the vulgar display
by even top grade heroines in the form of 'item numbers' has become a must
for any successful movie. All these adds to the frustration where the age of
sexual maturity does not match with the permissible age for marriage. A
piece of fool-proof legislation is needed to safeguard innocent victims. One
should see that by giving a deterrent punishment to the rapist this evil of
rape would not be solved. Once it is proved that the person is guilty of rape
he should be hanged and the women for their self-defense should learn the
art of Karate, Judo and if not they should keep a chilly powder in order to
escape from the rapist. Before the dignity of more women is sacrificed, we
need to have a real change for the better democracy, greater freedom, full
transparency, strict law enforcement, and mandatory punishment for
heinous crimes against women.
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Big Thanks to all
the teachers

Teachers are widely acknowl-
edged to play the most important
role in national development as
mentors, guides, and knowledge
providers. They are regarded as
the bedrock of our democracy
because they foster curiosity and
creativity, develop skilled individ-
uals, and increase citizens' knowl-
edge. The entire world celebrates
World Teachers Day on October
5th, with the theme "The transfor-
mation of education begins with
teachers." It is a day set aside to
honor the incredible role that
teachers play all over the world, as
well as their significant contribu-
tion to society. They provide the
best knowledge and make genuine
efforts for students. A great
teacher in every classroom is one
of the most important resources
we can provide students. Salute to
all teachers who shoulder the
responsibility of instilling wisdom,
skills, and a positive outlook on
life in the next generation.
Teachers deserve all of the praise
they can get because they go
above and beyond to help their
students and encourage them to
pursue their strengths. It is a day
to remember and honor the teach-
ers who have taught us important
life lessons and guided us along
our paths to becoming knowledge-
able and wise.Overall, the goal of
World Teachers' Day is to raise
awareness about the value of
teachers and to provide a forum
for discussion about issues affect-
ing teachers and the teaching pro-
fession. As a result, this day is
extremely important all over the
world.

DDrr..  KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVeeppaakkoommmmaa

Timely warning by
RSS to BJP 

It happens so in RSS that time to
time advisory is issued for BJP on
the basis of reports gathered by
its workers from the ground level
and the party also take these
reports in true spirits and wherev-
er necessary remedial actions are
also taken. But this time issues
raised are of grave concerns and
they include poverty,  joblessness,
and the growing inequality.
Recently  Nitin Gadkari said "India
is a rich country but people are
poor".  This one sentence all prob-
lems mentioned above are cov-
ered. For example we talk about
five trillion economy whereas
eight crore citizens getting free
ration. On the employment front
situation is very grim and thou-
sands and thousands of students
are applying for the foreign coun-
tries so that they may get any
employment. Value of rupee is
shrinking due to rise in rate of
interest in foreign countries and
there is huge withdrawal of funds
from the India.There is great dif-
ference of balance of payments as
our imports are more as compare
to exports. India had to import
eighty one percent of oil for its
requirement. In the recent past
Mohan Bhagwat had issued state-
ment that even in the peace time
our Jawans are being killed by the
extremists and today itself when
Home Minister is touring in
Jammu and Kashmir DG jails's
neck had been chopped off.
Therefore, it is time the
Government addressed  all the
grave issues with the seriousness
that they call for. To begin with, it
should discard the denial mode an
Economic policy needs more than
homilies; both the Government
and the RSS must realise this.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Effigies of Hindu demon king Ravana, Kumbhakarna and Meghanada ahead of Dussehra celebrations, in Bhopal, Tuesday.

DUSSEHRA CELEBRATIONS

EE ver since India and Pakistan became sovereign, Pakistan became the
blue-eyed boy of America. In international forums like UNO, the USA

always supported Pakistan in key issues like Kashmir. Pakistan was made a
member of the then SEATO (Southeast Asia Treaty Organization) to count-
er the then USSR. Military aid was provided to Pakistan which was freely
used by Pakistan against India despite India's repeated protests. It was only
during Late JF Kennedy's regime as President that the USA sent some posi-
tive signals to India to counter China. Interestingly, it was also during
Republican Donald Trump's term as President that India's relations with the
USA became cordial and India expected that it would grow stronger under
Democratic US President Biden. But it was not so as Biden recently
announced to supply F-16 fighter jets to Pakistan to combat terrorism,
knowing very well about Pakistan's proximity with China with which the
USA is in a head-on confrontation, and that India is the only nation in SE Asia
who can confront China.  The ouster of Machiavellian Imran Khan Niazi, who
lives up to his reputation of swinging the ball both ways on April 10, the
planned assassination of al Qaeda terrorist chief Ayman Al Zawahiri in heart
of Kabul on July 31 and USD 450 million-dollar upgrade package for Pak F-
16 fighters, clearly indicates that the relationship between Pentagon and
Rawalpindi GHQ has been rekindled after a brief hiatus. It is quite evident
from the chain of events that the US wants to shore up the Shehbaz Sharif
regime and Pakistan economically so that an opportunistic Imran Khan, who
weaponised a diplomatic cipher into an anti-US campaign before his gov-
ernment was ousted, never comes back to power. The so-called diplomatic
cipher has apparently gone missing from the prime minister’s office in
Islamabad and perhaps is in the custody of the Pakistan Army Chief Gen
Qamar Jawed Bajwa in Rawalpindi.  External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s
recent dig at the US’ decision to extend the sustainment programme for its
F-16 fighter jets for neighbour Pakistan has made it clear that India is con-
cerned about the bilateral development. Countering the US’ argument that
the package was being offered to fight terrorism, Jaishankar said, “You are
not fooling anybody by saying these things.”  “For someone to say I am
doing this because it is all counter-terrorism content and so when you are
talking of an aircraft like a capability of an F-16 where everybody knows,
you know where they are deployed and their use,” he recently said at an
event for the Indian-American community in the US. Ever since the US initi-
ated the Global War on Terror after the 9/11 attack, Pakistan has been
receiving substantial American military aid, amounting to a staggering $33
billion since 2002. The Islamic republic was even granted a major non-NATO
ally status by the George Bush administration in 2004. A few of the aid pack-
ages’ key components have been P-3C Orion maritime patrol aircraft, mili-
tary radio sets, tube-launched, optically tracked, wireless-guided anti-
armour missiles, among others, in addition to F-16 fighter jets.  The recent
$450-million F-16 package to the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) includes technical
and logistics services for future maintenance of the PAF’s F-16 fleet. The
deal also offers modifications and support of aircraft, and engine hardware
and software.  In recent times, India has been taking stronger positions on
the world stage and is in the process of shedding its history of acquiescence
to the US. Take, for instance, the recent Russia-Ukraine war. Along with
Ukraine, the US and the rest of the West have placed great public pressure
on India to side with them since the war’s early stages. At the same time,
India’s visible policy of late has been to pursue its strategic interests. In the
case of this war, its position has been independent rather than non-aligned.
The dissonance between India and the US about the F-16 deal with Pakistan
could certainly become a point of discontent but both powers understand
well that their relationship is far from being dependent on the outcome of
such issues alone.  Uncle Sam's duplicity never ends.

US has always been
Pakistan's ally 

Alarming Rise of Rape
Culture in India  

SS wachh Bharat Mission (SBM)
became more than just a gov-

ernment program, it became a peo-
ple movement following our
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s clarion
call for an Open Defecation Free
(ODF) India from ramparts of Red
Fort, on 2nd October 2014. 

The results are there for the
world to see. 110 million toilets
were built and 550 million of our
rural population provided access to
household sanitation facilities mak-
ing India achieve ODF status and
other significant social impacts, on
2nd Oct 2019. The Hon’ble Prime
Minister was presented the Bill and
Melinda Gate Foundation’s Global
Goal Keepers Award 2019, for the
significantly improved health out-
comes and subsequent economic
gains. 

A healthy nation is an empow-
ered one. Under the dynamic and
visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Shri. Narendra Modi, SBM
has made a significant contribution
in placing India as the fifth leading
economy in the world.  An inde-
pendent study by UNICEF reported
that on an average household living
in ODF villages, accrued cumulative
benefits of Rs.50,000 per year, and
households with a new toilet saw a
one-time increase in property value
by Rs.19,000. On average, the total
benefits of new household toilets
were found to exceed costs by 4.7
times.

As we gear up to celebrate
Swachh Bharat Diwas 2022 on the
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi – 2nd October, SBM is well

over two years in its phase II and
moving forward from achievement
of ODF to now striving for ODF plus.
Let us understand that better –
‘ODF plus’, the key objective of
phase II of the SBM-G, comprises
elements beyond construction and
use of toilets and towards holistic
universal sanitation delineating the
sustained usage of toilets, eco-
friendly and economically viable
management of solid and liquid
waste, including bio-degradable
and non-bio-degradable waste gen-
erated from our homes and com-
munities and subsequent visually
clean surroundings. This is in line
with the Gandhian principles of
‘Sampoorna swachhata’ and also
supports our aim to generate liveli-
hoods as part of phase II of the
cleanliness mission, through the
dedicated and specific technologi-
cal interventions for Solid & Liquid
Waste Management (SLWM).

In thousands of villages across
India, solid waste is now being
managed through waste segrega-
tion into wet and dry waste at the
household level and through its
door-to-door collection.
Panchayats and women Self Help
Groups (SHGs) have been and are
being trained to manage the wet
waste through composting and
where possible producing biogas,
subsequently becoming modes of
income generation. Plastic waste
from households and institutions is
being managed through collection
and segregation centres set up
across villages with arrangements
for forward linkages. Plastic waste

is shredded and converted into
suitable forms allowing for further
usage in activities like road con-
struction and use in cement facto-
ries, generating livelihoods in the
process. For example, the sale of
manure and dry waste collected in
the Gram Panchayat of Vandse in
Karnataka fetches around 88,000
per month.  Similarly, aided by its
100 KLD water treatment system,
the  treated wastewater used for
Pisciculture in the Gram Panchayat
of Kurak Jagir in Haryana has
raised about Rs 1 Lakh annually
from Fish farming. These are just
two examples among several simi-
lar stories reported daily from
across rural India. 

Also creating more such avenues
is the GOBARDHAN scheme. Our
villages face a challenge in manag-
ing animal and other bio-waste
including kitchen leftovers, crop
residue and market waste. Hon.
Prime Minister Modi ji gave the
idea of making ’kachhre se kan-
chan’ (waste to wealth), hence
GOBARDhan, wherein, as many as
333 Gobardhan plants across 125
districts are not only providing
clean fuel for cooking and/or light-
ing up numerous households, but
also jobs and income source to
many. This is truly a ‘waste to
wealth’ system which supports bio-
degradable waste recovery and
conversion of waste into resources,
reducing GHG emissions, and
reducing our dependence on the
import of crude oil, boosting entre-
preneurship, and promoting organ-
ic farming.

For managing domestic waste-
water (barring water from toilets),
technically termed ‘grey water’, the
Sujlam 1.0 and Sujlam 2.0 cam-
paigns were rolled out to ensure
that this waste water does not con-
taminate valuable rural natural
water resources such as ponds,
lakes, and rivers. For managing the
fecal sludge, we are encouraging
states to convert all single pit toi-
lets into twin pit toilets, where the

treatment is in-situ. For other types
of toilets like septic tanks, the
focus is on setting up  Faecal
Sludge management systems com-
prising collection, transport, and
treatment of septage and faecal
waste in Faecal Sludge Treatment
Plants. 

Besides all the above, there are
extensive behavioral change cam-
paigns to nudge people towards
adopting safe sanitation systems
and practices. There is Swachhata
Hi Seva (SHS) campaign– SBMs
annual cleanliness fortnight,
focussing on cleaning of legacy
waste and garbage vulnerable
sites, ensuring segregation of
waste at source, construction of
waste collection and segregation
sheds, purchase of waste collection
vehicles, door to door collection of
non-biodegradable waste, keeping
water bodies clean, tree plantation,
implementing Single Use Plastic
(SUP) ban etc..   This year over 2
crore people participated through
shramdan in SHS 2022, and over
460,000 legacy waste dumps were
identified and cleared.

What have all our efforts
achieved in two and a half years? I
am proud to share that more than
1.14 lakh villages have declared
themselves as ODF Plus and around
3 lakh villages have initiated solid
and liquid waste management
works, embarking on their journey
to become ODF Plus.

The target is to have six lakh ODF
plus villages and while doing so
provide jobs and raise income lev-
els of rural India. As responsible
and proud citizens of the country,
under the visionary leadership of
our Hon’ble Prime Minister, Sh.
Narendra Modi, let us unite in our
effort of ‘Swachhta se
Swablamban’ and be a shining
example of total sanitation and
hygiene to the global community.
Jai hind!

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  HHoonn’’bbllee  MMiinniisstteerr  ffoorr
JJaall  SShhaakkttii,,  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa..))

Beyond ODF–making way towards
a ‘Sampoorna Swachh Bharat’

AAbbhhiinnaavv  SShhaarrmmaa

Inspired by the strong resolve of the
Prime Minister of the world’s largest
democracy, India today aspires to become
a Vishwaguru and global powerhouse by
attaining unprecedented heights of pros-
perity and ensuring overall rural and urban
growth in each and every sector. To
achieve this difficult yet not impossible
task there has to be a combined endeav-
our pursued with full enthusiasm and
vigour by the people as well as those in
governance playing a proactive role in the
direction. 

The aspirations are all the more at peak
today especially in view of the fact that
the world including the people of India can
feel India’s resurgence in this direction at
the global level under the par excellence
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who has the distinction of being at
the top of the list of the world’s most pop-
ular leaders according to surveys conduct-
ed by the recognized and reliable survey-
ors across the globe.

It is a fact that during the first and
ongoing tenure of PM Modi led Govt
relentless efforts have already been car-
ried in the direction of making India the
‘World Guru’ with history being scripted
with grit, resilience, ambition, and confi-
dence. Despite multiple challenges and

setbacks like the economic challenges and
the Covid-19 setback the PM Modi led gov-
ernment has been able to make giant
strides in all spheres from education to
health, agriculture to science and technol-
ogy, social welfare to foreign relations,
economy to philanthropy, and entertain-
ment to besides the nation having become
an entity to reckon with in the internation-
al arena where he is today the most
sought after world leader to for discussing
the most significant global issues.

The domination and influence of India
is increasing due to Narendra Modi’s poli-
cies, politics, economic and peaceful
coexistence ideology which is evidenced
by the fact that it is for the first time that
a government promotes Yoga, Ayurveda,
Food, Literature, Tradition, Knowledge and
Experience not only at home but across
the globe. Last but not the least India’s
ages old philosophy emphasizes on being
in contact with the entire existence and
aiming at greater consciousness. India has
been a source of knowledge for world civ-
ilization since the beginning.

The nations across the world admiring
the rich culture of India have adopted
Yoga Day, Ahimsa Day, besides the
Ayurveda. Not only this, even Namaste
tradition has also been adopted at the
international level which is evident from
the top global leaders exchanging pleas-

antries by greeting each other with
Namaste. It is an acknowledged fact that
it is due to the strong and impressive lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the voice of the World’s largest
Democracy has been heard effectively and
will continue to be heard with much more
attention and keenness by the world in all
times to come. 

Be it the G20, Climate Conference or
other forums India leads from front.
Moreover, it has achieved unprecedented
milestones in development plans, the suc-
cessful fight against the Corona epidemic
crisis, establishing ties between India’s
domestic and foreign policy and last but
not the least on the economic front. It
would not be out of context to mention
here that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
dream of making India a $5 trillion (Rs.
350 lakh crore) economy has already
taken wings and despite the heavy jolt due
to the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic
the nation continues to surge ahead
towards fulfilling this dream.

In this regard a meticulous strategy is
being followed and relentless efforts have
been initiated to ensure that India’s econ-
omy grows at a healthy annual average.
The nation’s GDP figures for the first quar-
ter in the current financial year 2022-23
are highly optimistic in this direction.
These reveal that GDP has increased by

double digits. According to the prelimi-
nary estimates issued by the National
Statistical Office, India’s GDP increased by
13.5% in the current quarter. Given the
enforcement of the strict economic/
financial discipline during the BJP led
Modi regime, besides augmentation of
various schemes in every sector, there
should be no doubt that the nation is
poised to reach $5 trillion (Rs. 350 lakh
crore) sooner than later. \

The credit in this regard undoubtedly
goes to PM Modi and his team of financial
experts. When seen in totality it can be
said without a second thought that Modi
Government is determined to prove that
he is second to none across the world. He
has proved that every Indian tradition is
most useful to the world humanity and
India instead of retaining these exclusive-
ly for itself shares every such tradition
with the whole world humanity. In this
regard it would not be out of context to
mention that during the peak pandemic
days India despite its enormous popula-
tion pressure provided the much needed
vaccine to a substantial number of nations
across the globe.

It is because of these initiatives that
the world attaches utmost importance to
India and it would not be wrong to say that
people across the world are today looking
at India with quite hopeful eyes. A meticu-

lous analysis of the developments in con-
text of ‘Vishwaguru’ already reveals that
India is gradually becoming a ‘Global Guru’
under Prime Minister Modi’s leadership.
Undoubtedly, given the richness of values
embedded in the Indian civilization and
culture besides being the only existing
oldest civilization that has already proved
its universality, the target being fully
achieved is only a matter of some more
time. 

The status of any nation at the global
level is not measured exclusively by the
enhanced infrastructure, but by the vision,
character, determination and courage of
the national leader and the modus operan-
di adopted by such leader in steering the
nation forward. Observing the current sta-
tus of the issue from this perspective,
Narendra Modi has emerged as the most
effective world leader, and has become
the reason for India’s genuine and just
dominance in the world. 

Therefore, it needs to be acknowledged
by one and all that the PM himself along
with his government continues to bring
the unbelievable treasures of the Indian
Civilization alive with the contemporary
rather modern references highlighting the
power of India’s traditional panacea and
despite having resolved to achieve this
target by 2047, it will be accomplished
much before the aforesaid timeline.

India gradually becoming ‘World Guru’
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Biomass 
procurement

New Delhi: Union
Power Minister R K
Singh  stressed on the
need for expediting
procurement and use
of biomass pellets in
thermal power plants.
A high level Inter-
Ministerial meeting
under the co-chair-
manship of Singh and
Bhupender Yadav,
Union Minister of
Environment, Forest
& Climate Change was
held on Monday to re-
view the progress of
biomass co-firing in
thermal power plants
along with Parali
management in NCR
and adjoining states.
"R.K. Singh empha-
sised (in the meeting)
that orders for pro-
curement & use of bio-
mass pellets in TPPs (
thermal power plants)
must be expedited and
at least 5 per cent Co-
firing is to be en-
sured," a power min-
istry statement said.

UPI payment 
New Delhi: Payment
through Unified
Payments Interface
(UPI) has crossed a
milestone of Rs 11 lakh
crore in September, as
per the data released by
National Payments
Corporation of India
(NPCI). During the
month, 678 crore trans-
actions in volume terms
were done on the plat-
form launched in 2016.
Payment through UPI
had crossed Rs 10 lakh
crore in May this year.
Last month, as many as
657.9 crore transactions
worth Rs 10.72 lakh
crore had taken place.
UPI is an instant real-
time payment system
which facilitates inter-
bank peer-to-peer (P2P)
transactions. The trans-
action is done through
mobile in easy steps.
Besides, there are no
charges applicable for
the UPI transaction so
far. Moreover, UPI has
played a key role in the
country becoming al-
most cashless economy.

Export promotion

New Delhi:

Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal will
meet different export
promotion councils on
October 7 to discuss
ways to promote the
growth rate in the
country's outbound
shipments, an official
said. The meeting as-
sumes significance as
India's exports con-
tracted by 3.52 per cent
to USD 32.62 billion in
September against
USD 33.81 billion in
the same month last
year, while the trade
deficit widened to USD
26.72 billion during the
last month.
Representatives from
export bodies, includ-
ing the Federation of
Indian Export
Organisations,
Apparel Export
Promotion Council
and Council for
Leather Exports,
would participate in
the meeting, the offi-
cial said.

AYUSHMAN BHARAT HEALTH CARD

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and Dy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis during the launch

of Ayushman Bharat health card, at Mantralaya, in Mumbai, Tuesday, Oct. 4.

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI): 

A decline in exports in
sectors such as engineering,
ready-made garments of all
textiles and rice led to a con-
traction in the country's
overall outbound shipments
by 3.52 per cent to USD 32.62
billion in September, while
the trade deficit widened to
USD 26.72 billion, according
to the preliminary data re-
leased by the commerce
ministry on Monday. The
other export sectors that
recorded a dip in the growth
rate included chemicals,
and cotton yarn, fabrics and
made-ups during
September. Imports during
the month, however, grew
by 5.44 per cent to USD 59.35
billion as against USD 56.29
billion in September 2021,
the data showed. The ex-
ports during April-

September 2022-23 rose by
15.54 per cent to USD 229.05
billion. The imports during
the period increased by
37.89 per cent to USD 378.53
billion.

The trade deficit during
the first six months of the
fiscal has widened to USD
149.47 billion as against
USD 76.25 billion during
April-September 2021-22. In
August, the outbound ship-
ments rose marginally by
1.62 per cent to USD 33.92
billion, while the trade
deficit more than doubled to
USD 27.98 billion due to in-

creased crude oil imports.
The trade deficit in
September 2021 was USD
22.47 billion. "India has
achieved a monthly value of
merchandise export in
September 2022 amounting
USD 32.62 billion, decreased
by 3.52 per cent over USD
33.81 billion in September
2021," the ministry said in a
statement. Crude oil im-
ports in September declined
to USD 15.6 billion as
against USD 16.8 billion in
the same month last year.
Gold imports too dipped to
USD 3.65 billion as com-

pared to USD 5.11 billion in
September 2021. A dip in the
import values in September
was also witnessed in com-
modity groups such as
chemicals (USD 2.42 billion
against USD 2.48 billion)
and vegetable oil (USD 1.9
billion against USD 2 bil-
lion). However, the imports
of coal, coke and briquettes
rose to USD 3.43 billion in
September as against USD
2.19 billion in September
2021. The imports of ma-
chinery, transport equip-
ment and iron steel also
recorded a positive growth
in September. Commenting
on the numbers, Federation
of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) direc-
tor general Ajay Sahai said
the slowdown in exports is
primarily a reflection of the
toughening conditions of
global trade, which is facing
a demand slowdown on ac-
count of high inventories,
rising inflation, high volatil-
ity in currencies and geopo-
litical tensions.

India’s exports dip by 3.52 pc
to USD 32.62 bn in Sep

̈ Trade deficit
widens to USD
27.72 bn

Aurangabad (Maha), Oct 04: 

As many as 200 railway
stations across the country
will get a facelift with mod-
ern amenities, Railways
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said here.

He attended the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony
for a coach maintenance
factory at the Aurangabad
railway station in central
Maharashtra. "Tendering
process for 47 railway sta-
tions is completed while
physical work has started
at 32 stations," he said. He
said the railways is being
transformed. "The govern-
ment has prepared a mas-
ter plan to revamp 200 rail-
way stations. Overhead
spaces will be created on
the stations which will
have world-class facilities
including waiting lounges
and food courts, besides
amusement facilities for
children," the minister
said. Vaishnaw also said

that railway stations will
act as the "platform" for the
sale of regional products.
Speaking on the contribu-
tion of the Marathwada re-
gion in Maharashtra in the
making of Vande Bharat
trains, the minister said,
"The country will have 400
'Vande Bharat' trains in fu-
ture and 100 of these trains
will be manufactured in
the coach factory at Latur
in Marathwada. The neces-
sary changes in the factory
are already being made".
Currently, three Vande
Bharat trains are opera-
tional and the latest one,
between Mumbai Central-
Gandhinagar, was
launched last week. The
first coaches of the upgrad-
ed version of Vande Bharat
will roll out from

Marathwada Rail Coach
Factory at Latur in 13 to 14
months, he said.

Newly launched Vande
Bharat trains have generat-
ed interest outside India
too and therefore coaches
required for them will be
manufactured at the
Marathwada factory. All
necessary preparations
have been completed. As
many as 1,600 coaches will
be manufactured at the fac-
tory, Vaishnaw said. The
rail coach factory in Latur
will provide a fillip to de-
velopment of Marathwada
and due to it, other related
projects will also be set up
and employment will be
generated on a large scale,
the minister said.
Vaishnaw said the govern-
ment doesn't give the rea-
son regarding the 'Rate of
Return' for sanctioning of
a project. He said all parts
of the country are now
being connected either by
highways or railways
under the PM Gati Shakti
scheme, and parts of
Marathwada will also be
linked.

India to have 400 ‘Vande Bharat’
trains in future: Vaishnaw

̈ 200 rail stations 
to be revamped 

New Delhi, Oct 04: 

Kia India on Tuesday
said it is recalling 44,174
units of its latest model
'Carens' to inspect and fix
any potential error in air
bag control module soft-
ware. As a responsible cor-
porate, the company has
decided to voluntarily re-
call the vehicles for inspec-
tion and if required, a soft-
ware update will be pro-
vided free of cost, the au-
tomaker said in a state-
ment. The voluntary recall
campaign is being under-
taken to inspect any poten-
tial error in air bag control
module software in the

Carens, it added.
The company said it will

directly reach out to the
owners of the concerned
vehicles to update them
about this voluntary recall
campaign. Customers of
the affected vehicles would
be required to get in touch
with their respective Kia
authorised dealers to
schedule an appointment.
Kia India had launched
the model, which comes
with six and seven seating
options, in February this
year. The Carens comes
powered by a 1.5 petrol, 1.4
litre petrol, and 1.5 diesel
powertrains mated with
three transmissions.

Kia recalls 44,174
units of Carens

Kolkata, Oct 04: 

An organisation of exporters
wrote to Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, urging her
to extend the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) exemption
on export freight that lapsed on
September 30. The Federation
of Indian Export Organizations
(FIEO) expressed concern that
if the exemption is not extend-
ed, it will add to their liquidity
challenges amid rising interest
rates.
Since its introduction in 2018,
the government had extended
the exemption twice till
September this year. "Overseas
freight rates had increased by
300 350 per cent from pre Covid
levels. Now, there has been a
slight decline in such rates, but
these are still 200 250 per cent
higher than that of the 2019
levels," FIEO President A
Sakthivel said. If the exemption
is not renewed, exporters will
be required to pay GST at 18
per cent on export freight,
which will increase the logisti-
cal costs for Indian goods in the
international market, he said.

"Due to the recent increase in
interest rates by the Reserve
Bank of India, the GST pay-
ments on such high freight cost
will have a significant negative
impact on exporters' liquidity,"
Sakthivel said. Global trade is
"entering a very challenging era
as countries are facing high
inflation", with an "impending
recession impacting the
demand", the FIEO president
said. "This is evident from
India's slowing export growth
rate between April and August.
Indian exporters are trying their
level best despite the rupee
being one of the most resilient
currencies in the world, thus
not providing less competitive-
ness to our exports as com-
pared to our competitors as
most currencies have depreciat-
ed at a much steeper pace,"
Sakthivel said in his letter sent
to the minister via e-mail on
October 2. He pointed out that
the GST on export freight is
revenue neutral as exporters
will pay the same, and subse-
quently get a refund but with a
lag of 2-3 months, blocking
their capital. 

Exporters urge FM to
extend GST exemption on

export freight

New Delhi, Oct 04: 

Indian smartphone
maker Lava International
on Monday said it will
launch an affordable 5G
smartphone, LavaBlaze 5G,
for about Rs 10,000 before
Diwali. The mobile device
was unveiled by telecom
minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw at the India
Mobile Congress here. A
mobile device expert
claimed that at Rs 10,000,
the phone would be the
cheapest 5G smartphone in
the market. "It has always

been our desire to develop
an accessible 5G smart-
phone that is made in
India. The product aligns
with the larger vision of
providing the next-genera-
tion 5G technology to
Indians at an affordable
price point. With the
launch of this smartphone
we are making the power of
5G technology accessible to
all," Lava International
President and Business
head Sunil Raina said. Pre-
bookings for the Lava Blaze
5G will commence around
Diwali this year, he said.

Lava to launch 5G smartphone
at Rs 10,000 around Diwali

Union Minister for Communications and Electronics & Information
Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw unveils Lavas 5G smartphone ‘Blaze Pro 5G
during the 6th India Mobile Congress at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.

Mumbai, Oct 04: 

The rupee appreciated
by 29 paise to end at 81.53
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday as
heavy buying in domestic
equities and weakness in
the greenback strength-
ened investor sentiment.
However, rising crude
prices in the international
market capped the rupee's
gain, forex dealers said. At
the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened
strong at 81.66 against the
greenback. It witnessed an
intra-day high of 81.36 and
a low of 81.66 during the
session. It finally ended at
81.53, up 29 paise from its
previous close. In the previ-
ous session, the rupee had
settled paise 42 lower at
81.82 against the dollar.
"Rupee retraced from its
all-time lows after the RBI
raised rates by 50 bps. The
dollar retraced from high
levels after the manufac-
turing PMI number re-
leased from the US came
below estimates.

Rupee rises 29 paise
to close at 81.53

against US dollar on
FII buying

Mumbai, Oct 04: 

Mumbai, 4th October
2022: Post the successful
demonstration of its True-
5G services at the India
Mobile Congress 2022, Jio
is announcing the Beta
trial of its True-5G servic-
es on the auspicious occa-
sion of Dussehra, for Jio
users in 4 cities – Mumbai,
Delhi, Kolkata, and
Varanasi. Dussehra sym-
bolizes the triumph over
hurdles caused by legacy
technologies such as 2G,
with knowledge and wis-
dom that Jio True 5G will
genuinely enable.

As Jio’s True-5G net-
work is getting ready in
these metros, Jio’s
Welcome Offer will enable
its invited customers to

trial True-5G services and
provide service and user-
experience feedback.
Being a customer-obsessed
organization, Jio believes
in giving the best cus-
tomer experience that is
strengthened by customer
feedback.

With over 425 million
users, Jio’s mission with
5G is to speed up India’s
transformation into a

Digital Society. This con-
nectivity and technology
will help serve humanity
by bettering lives and pro-
viding increased liveli-
hood.

Jio’s True-5G is built on
the “We Care” principle
and will bring transforma-
tional changes across
Education, Healthcare,
Agriculture, Skill
Development, Small,
Medium, and Large enter-
prises, IoT, Smart homes,
and Gaming, impacting 1.4
billion Indians.

Jio True 5G Welcome
Offer is being launched in
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
and Varanasi for Jio users,
by invitation

These customers will
get Unlimited 5G data with
up to 1 Gbps+ speeds. The

Beta trial service for other
cities will be announced
progressively as cities
keep getting ready. Users
will continue to avail of
this Beta trial until the
network coverage of a city
is substantially complete
to provide the best cover-
age and user experience to
every customer.

Mr. Akash M Ambani,
Chairman, Reliance Jio
Infocomm Limited, said,
“Our Prime Minister has
given a clarion call for ac-
celerated roll-out of 5G
across India to realize the
full potential of a Digital
India. In response, Jio has
prepared an ambitious and
the fastest ever 5G roll-out
plan for a country of our
size. India is leading the
Digital revolution.

Jio announces the lauch of Jio True 5G

Mumbai, Oct 04: 

IDFC Mutual Fund an-
nounced the launch of
the IDFC Transportation
and Logistics Fund, an
open-ended equity
scheme investing in
transportation and logis-
tics sector, intending to
benefit from the multi-
year growth opportunity
in the mobility services
sector. The New Fund
Offer opens on Tuesday,
October 04, 2022, and clos-
es on Tuesday, October 18,
2022. Investment can be
made through licensed
mutual fund distributors

and online platforms as
well as directly on the
IDFC MF website
https://idfcmf.com/.

Highlighting the ra-
tionale behind launching
the IDFC Transportation
and Logistics Fund, Mr.
Vishal Kapoor, CEO,
IDFC AMC said, “Rapid
urbanization is accelerat-
ing growth in personal
mobility requirements.
Additionally, powerful
enablers like a strong de-
mand-led recovery cycle
and margin improvement
provides visibility for
strong earnings growth
for the transportation

and logistics sector.
Growth in this sector is
expected to be driven by
rising aspirations, en-
hanced infrastructure, a
surge in volumes and ex-
port-driven opportuni-
ties. The IDFC
Transportation and
Logistics Fund will be ac-
tively managed by a team
which has a strong pedi-
gree and expertise in
leveraging the vast op-
portunities across this at-
tractive value chain.” Mr.
Daylynn Pinto, Fund
Manager for IDFC
Transportation and
Logistics Fund added,

IDFC MF gears up to launch IDFC
Transportation and Logistics Fund

New Delhi, Oct 04:  

Automobile retail sales
in India rose 11 per cent in
September as better sup-
plies from manufacturers
enabled dealers to ramp up
customer deliveries amid
the ongoing festive period,
Federation Of Automobile
Dealers Associations said
on Tuesday. Last month,
total retail sales stood at
14,64,001 units as compared
to 13,19,647 units in
September 2021. FADA
noted that October is ex-
pected to witness even bet-
ter overall sales due to the

festive season further gath-
ering steam.

"Dealers anticipate this
to be the best festive period
in a decade for the passen-
ger vehicle segment as we
anticipate even higher
sales during the month," it
said. Barring tractors and
some three-wheeler trims,

all other segments like pas-
senger and commercial ve-
hicles and two wheelers
performed better in
September as compared to
the year-ago period.
Passenger vehicle retails
increased 10 per cent to
2,60,556 units last month as
against 2,37,502 units in
September 2021.

"Better availability of
cars due to easing semicon-
ductor supply, new launch-
es and feature rich prod-
ucts kept customers glued
to dealerships for getting
their favourite vehicles
during the auspicious peri-

od," Federation Of
Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA)
President Manish Raj
Singhania said in a state-
ment. While semiconduc-
tor supply continues to
ease, FADA requests OEMs
(Original Equipment
Manufacturers) to match
supply as per the demand
so that PV sales can further
receive a boost, he added.
Similarly, two-wheeler reg-
istrations saw an increase
of 9 per cent at 10,15,702
units last month as com-
pared with 9,31,654 units in
September last year.

Automobile retail sales rise 11 pc in
Sep on festive fervour, better supplies

‘Karthikeya 2’ actor Nikhil
Siddhartha is a huge SRK fan

T
elugu actor Nikhil Siddhartha, who got
a lot of positive response for his pan-
India release, 'Karthikeya 2', is a huge

fan of the Badshah of Bollywood - Shah
Rukh Khan, by his own admission. Nikhil
has been a part of 'Karthikeya 1' and
'Karthikeya 2' and will also be seen in
'Karthikeya 3'. The actor, who started
his journey in the film industry as an
assistant director, and emerged as a
successful actor with 'Karthikeya 2',
recently shared, "I am a huge
Shahrukh Khan fan from the 'Fauji'
and 'Circus' (television shows) time."
He said that he has seen every single
interview of Shah Rukh Khan to un-
derstand what it takes to be an out-
sider and still rule the hearts of mil-
lions across the world, "I have
watched every interview of his and
learnt how he came from outside and
became the King of Bollywood.

Mammootty-starrer
‘Rorschach’ to release 

on Oct 7

M
alayalam superstar
M a m m o o t t y ' s
m u c h - a w a i t e d

Malayalam film,
'Rorschach', is all set to re-
lease on October 7 this year,
the makers have an-
nounced. Touted to be one
of the most intriguing proj-
ects of the year, the film, di-

rected by Nisam Basheer, is
an action-thriller that has
been produced by
Mammootty under the ban-
ner of Mammootty
Kampany.

Dulquer Salmaan's
Wayfarer films is to distrib-
ute the movie in Kerala
while Truth Global Films

has grabbed its overseas
rights. Belived to be ex-
treme thriller with a lay-
ered plot, the movie will
have Mammootty playing
the role of Luke Anthony, a
man with a mysterious past
and looking to exact some
sort of revenge. Fans are
eager to watch Mammooty
in the spine-chilling avatar
as he gears up to deal with
his 'prey'. Rorschach is
Nisam Basheer's second di-
rectorial venture after the
Asif Ali-led romantic
drama, 'Kettyolaanu Ente
Malakha'.

Actor Madhavan, better known as
actor Maddy to his fans and follow-

ers, on Monday expressed his deep
appreciation for a short film titled, 'I am
going to tell GOD everything' saying,
the well made film had left him "moved
and rattled."
Taking to Instagram, Maddy wrote, "An
eye-opener and some thing that will
question every action that we do today.
Weren't we supposed to be the evolved
ones? "Wasn't love, compassion and
understanding supposed to be the
whole mock of every civilization? When
did we start turning into such horren-
dous beasts? What a well-made film my
dear bro Jaypatel... moved and rattled.
Watch this one guys … "I am going to
tell GOD everything." . A must watch."
The short film is a true story and is based on real events with
a rollercoaster of emotions. Produced by an Indian American
film producer Jay Patel, the Hollywood short film emphasises
non-violence and anti-war. The movie depicts the outcome of
war and its devastating
impact, especially on chil-
dren and women.

Hrithik lets it all go with this
ritual after every film

B
ollywood star Hrithik Roshan, who is currently en-
joying the response to his recently released two-
hero film, 'Vikram Vedha' has said how he commits

to his work and goes out and out to make sure that he
gives his all to the role. The actor took to his Instagram to
share a video of himself in which he can be seen telling
the story behind the black thread on his wrist. Captioning
his video, the actor wrote, "Time to let go. I don't know ex-
actly when I started doing this. Or even why. But I realized
today that I'v secretly done this for every character that
terrified me". Continuing further, he mentioned how it

started for his character of Kabir
in the 2019 action film 'War',

which again was inciden-
tally a two-hero film,
"Mostly it's a red mauli

(kabir wore that) and some-
times it's a black thread.
Can't even remember when
I started this. Was it 'Kaho
Na Pyaar Hai...' ? Or 'Koi
Mil Gaya' or much later ? (

Wil have to go back and
check my wrists or

neck in those
films ) cause it's

n e v e r
planned."

B
ollyw-
ood actress
Katrina Kaif

will be essaying the role
of a ghost in her upcoming
release 'Phone Bhoot'. The
horror-comedy also stars
Siddhant Chaturvedi and Ishaan
Khattar. This is the first time she

will be seen playing the character of a
ghost in a film.

The makers had recently shared a
BTS video from the sets of the film. It

showed the cast having a great time
during the making of the film there-

by raising the excitement of the au-
dience to see the three actors to-

gether in the film.
'Phone Bhoot' has been directed

by Gurmmeet Singh, who is
known for his work on the crime-

drama streaming show 'Mirzapur'.
The film, written by Ravi
Shankaran and Jasvinder Singh
Bath, will also mark Kartina's
first film after her marriage with
Vicky Kaushal.

Produced by Ritesh
Sidhwani and Farhan
Akhtar-owned Excel

Entertainment, 'Phone
Bhoot' is set to be re-
leased on November 4,
2022.

ACROSS

1. Building extensions

5. Outdated

10. Damon or Dillon

14. Send

15. Mature

16. Wind instrument

17. Inconsequential

19. Midwest state

20. Smallest

21. Magazine editions

23. Valuable stone

24. Decide

25. Hush!

28. Dog's name

31. Golf prop

32. Earring type

34. In good shape

36. Prepare to pray

40. Love, Italian-style

42. Time past

43. Dish out

44. Measuring device

45. Carson's successor

47. Conks out

48. Male turkey

50. Enthralled

52. Philadelphia time zone (abbr.)

53. Ohio port

56. A Gershwin

58. Kitchen gadget

59. Scenic view

64. Races an engine

65. Indifferent to government

67. Dogwood or palm

68. Rodeo rope

69. Bullets, for short

70. Hearing organs

71. Singer ____ John

72. Bench

DOWN

1. Give off

2. Feeble, as an excuse

3. Shade of green

4. Informal speech

5. Displace (a TV show)

6. Ventilates

7. Roasting stick

8. Caribbean ____

9. Join the army

10. Wetted

11. Concerning

12. Drying cloth

13. Taunt

18. Makes a knot

22. Looks for

25. Imitation

26. Residence

27. Owl's cry

29. Uttered

30. Golfer ____ Woods

33. False ____

35. "____ Lisa"

37. Buffalo's waterfront

38. Nights before holidays

39. "____ we forget"

41. Eat away

46. View

49. Group spirit

51. Jogging gait

53. Pastry

54. Puccini work

55. Crowbar, for one

57. Opera highlights

59. Mail

60. As well

61. Top

62. Doll's cry

63. Plenty (2 wds.)

66. Chum
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A minor accident might take place at
home today, Aquarius, but don't
worry. It will ultimately provoke more
laughter than harm. You will want the
place to look great, Aquarius, because
a close friend or lover could come to
visit. An intimate conversation or pas-
sionate encounter is indicated. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

An unexpected package could arrive, possi-
bly shipped from far away. The circum-
stances could be rather strange. Friends or
relatives that you might not expect could
suddenly call or text, and you could an hour
or more catching up. This can be very grati-
fying, Pisces, but don't wear yourself out.
You’ll have a good time no matter what you
talk about.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today you might strategize ways to make a lit-
tle extra money to prepare to move ahead with
your life and ambitions. This might be in con-
junction with your significant other or some
close friends. Browsing online shops might
result in impulse purchases, as gifts or perhaps
for yourself. In the evening, plan some time
alone with your partner or go on your favorite
dating app and look for one if you're single.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your naturally passionate nature should be
more aroused than usual today. The festive
atmosphere around you gives rise to warm,
intimate feelings that bring friends and cou-
ples closer together, Taurus, so prepare for
some good times and excitement in the home
tonight, if possible. Optimism and enthusi-
asm should fill the air. You will feel secure and
comfortable yet crackling with ardor. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

An intense card, email, or phone call could
come from a sibling or other relative today.
Perhaps this is a good chance to patch up an
old quarrel with this person, but don't be
tempted to start another! Emotions are run-
ning high now, Gemini, and it wouldn't take
much to set someone off. You might want to
go out and do a little shopping but be care-
ful. Traffic could be bad.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Contact with a friend's may have to be
delayed, and this might worry you. It will
be necessary to make a special effort to
get almost anything done today, Cancer.
You could have some urgent chores to
complete, but the streets and stores may
be full of impatient people. Relax, breathe
deeply, and summon every bit of energy
you have. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A love relationship could take on a higher
and more spiritual aspect during this
period, creating a desire for your souls to
bond. The planetary atmosphere brings
you closer together, and you may experi-
ence a closer sense of intimacy. You two
might spend time with mutual friends
today, if possible, enjoying yourselves,
but at the same time anxious to be alone. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

The planetary energy might find you
responding to a sudden sense of inspiration
that arouses your creativity. You may feel
an unexpected urge to write, paint, draw,
or compose some music. You may want to
sequester yourself, which could cause
some problems with friends and family
members who want to be on close contact
with you. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You've been very busy, professionally
and socially, and now you're probably
longing for a romantic encounter. If
you're currently involved, you should
schedule some time alone with the spe-
cial person in your life. If you aren't
involved, don't be surprised if someone
new appears on the scene. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You're likely to want to spend some time
alone with your partner today, Scorpio,
but with the current planetary influences
at play, either you or your honey's career
concerns could get in the way. An unex-
pected opportunity needs to be explored
right away, so you might not be able to
spend any time together now. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

A co-worker might be away, and this
could increase the amount of work that
you have to do, causing strain and
upset, especially if you aren't familiar
with the work. Don't try to do it all at
once. A distant family member you
haven't heard from for a while could
phone out of the blue, and you could
spend a happy half hour catching up.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Warm and sensitive by nature, Capricorn,
today you could feel especially sensual. Sex
and romance are likely to be on your mind.
Romantic novels and movies may seem
especially appealing now, as could cozy
beds and warm baths. Plan a romantic
evening with the special person in your life,
if possible. Perhaps a special candlelit din-
ner at home.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Katrina to 
play ghost in 
‘Phone Bhoot’

A
lia Bhatt had an-
nounced her preg-
nancy through so-

cial media in June and
since then the actress is
grabbing the eyeballs
about the same.

From her maternity
outfit, footwear and to
launching her own line of
maternity wear, the
'Brahmastra' actress is
leaving no stone un-
turned to flaunt her preg-
nancy and talk about it
during the promotional
events or award cere-
monies.

The actress is often
seen sharing her experi-
ence and singing her
favourite track 'Kesariya'.

In fact, more recently
during the acceptance
speech after being hon-
oured with Time100
Impact award, the actress
mentioned how the baby
'relentlessly kicked' her
throughout her speech.

She also talked at
length about it during the
promotional events of
her recent projects, in-
cluding 'Darlings' and
'Brahmastra: Part One -
Shiva'. well, it seems
mom-to-be Alia is in love
with these two topics and
thus she prefers to reveal
her emotions for them.

During a promotional
event of her movie
'Brahmastra' in
Hyderabad in September,
she was seen wearing a
pink sharara. But what
she wanted to do was to
highlight a message writ-
ten on it. For this, she

turned her back towards
the audience so that they
could read ‘baby on board'
written on her back.

She also sang her
favourite song 'Kesariya'
in Telugu. The actress
was also trolled by the ne-
tizens for wearing heels
during one of the promo-
tional events of her
movie 'Brahmastra' and
many of them advised
her to stop wearing them
as they can be risky and
said not to feel insecure
about her height while
posing for a picture with
Ranbir.

Recently, she also took
to her Instagram handle
to show the collection of
her maternity wear.

Those looking at it can
easily come to know
about her style statement
during pregnancy and
how much effort she is
putting to make it visible
to her fans.

Of course, it can be an
attempt also to show how
expecting mothers can set
their own fashion trends.

Just after the an-
nouncement of her preg-
nancy, tIIhe 'Gangubai
Kathiawadi' actress was
seen promoting her film
'Darlings' in which she
opened up about the
stress during pregnancy
and gave her precious
piece of advice to contin-
ue working even during
this period.

Alia Bhatt enjoying her
pregnancy to the fullest

T
elugu star Prabhas,
who is currently in
the news with his

portrayal of Raghava or
Lord Ram in "Adipirush",
will be seen burning a
lifesize effigy of Ravana
in the Ramlila at the Lal
Qila Ground in the na-
tional capital. He will be
accompanied by
President, Droupadi
Murmu and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

Lav Kush Ramlila
Committee Secretary
Arjun Kumar, in a state-
ment, said: "Prabhas
played Lord Rama in
'Adipurush' and thus we
thought to invite him as a
chief guest along with the
President of India and
the Delhi Chief Minister.
All three will shoot the
arrows to kill Ravana in
Ramlila."

The Ramlila is happen-

ing after a couple of years
in Delhi, and hence, the
committee wanted to do it
on a grand scale.

"For two years we
couldn't organise Ramlila
because of Covid but this
year we thought to do it
on a large scale so that
more people can come
and watch it. Thus, we in-
volved about 22 celebs
and they all became part
of our Ramlila. And this
is also one of the main
reasons to invite Prabhas
as a guest," Kumar said.

Detailing the actors
and their roles, Kumar
said: "Raghav Tiwari is
playing Lord Ram and
'Sankat Mochan
Hanuman' actor Arjun
Mandola is seen as
Lakshman and
'Sankatmochan Mahabali
Hanuman' actress
Deblina Chatterjee is por-
traying the role of Sita."

Prabhas to do ‘Ravan dahan’
at Lav Kush Ramlila

Actor Madhavan says he is moved
and rattled by this short film!
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Sylhet, Oct 04 (PTI):

Jemimah Rodrigues was
at her ruthless best, smash-
ing an unbeaten 75 off 45
balls as India out-batted an
inexperienced United Arab
Emirates by 104 runs in the
Women's T20 Asia Cup, here
on Tuesday.

Jemimah and Deepti
Sharma (64 off 49 balls)
added 128 runs in 13.3 overs
after UAE had briefly sent
some shivers down the
Indians' spine, reducing the
tournament favourites to 20
for 3 inside the fifth over.

However, the gulf in class
between the two teams be-
came more and more evi-
dent with India posting a
challenging 178 for 5 in 20
overs.

The UAE team, which is
also represented by 11 play-
ers of Indian origin, never
even bothered to be compet-
itive in its chase, finishing
the quota of 20 overs at 74
for 4. India have now won
three matches on the trot
and are firmly on their way
to grab a semi-final berth al-
though the big games
against Bangladesh and
Pakistan are yet to be
played. While Smriti
Mandhana, S Meghana
were back in the dug-out
quickly, Jemimah and
Deepti first steadied the

ship till the 12th over and
then upped the ante to-
wards the end when the
UAE bowlers found it diffi-
cult to control the run-flow.

While Jemimah hit 11

boundaries, Deepti had five
fours and two sixes -- includ-
ing one which was slog-
swept behind '45' off a medi-
um pacer.

Jemimah had two chief

scoring zones -- one in the
arc between square leg and
deep mid-wicket and the
other between cover and
extra cover. The UAE cap-
tain used as many as eight
bowlers but the last six
overs turned out to be com-
plete mayhem with 72 runs
coming off them.

While chasing, the mind-
set of the UAE batters was
ultra defensive and they
were more keen on not los-
ing wickets after being re-
duced to 5 for 3 by the end of
the second over.

Kavisha Egodage (30 not
out, 54 balls) and Khushi
Sharma (29, 50 balls) were
engaged in a 59-run stand

where all they did was avoid
getting out. No doubt, India
stand-in skipper Smriti
Mandhana was pleased as
punch after the win.

"Jemi and Deepti batted
brilliantly for their 100-run
partnership to get us back
in the game. They (UAE)
batted well, there was one
dropped catch, but they bat-
ted really well to not give
their wickets away,"
Mandhana said at the post-
match presentation ceremo-
ny. "We had plans for our
bowlers to get some prac-
tice, and are happy with
what we managed. We want-
ed all our batters to have a
hit." 

Rodrigues and Deepti fifties
put India on top of the table

DDuubbaaii,,  OOcctt  0044  ((PPTTII)):: Enjoying a good run of form of late, India's
Jemimah Rodrigues on Tuesday entered the top 10 in the ICC
Women's T20I rankings for batters. She is currently placed
eighth, having scored two fifties in four innings. Rodrigues
jumped four places to grab the number eight position in the list
headed by Australian star Beth Mooney. Rodrigues, 22, is now
among three India players inside the top 10, with vice-captain
Smriti Mandhana and Shafali Verma retaining their third and
seventh positions respectively. Rodrigues struck 76 during
India's match against Sri Lanka in the ongoing Asia Cup T20 in
Sylhet last Saturday. On Tuesday, Rodrigues smashed her way
to 45-ball 75 as India crushed the UAE by 104 runs to continue
their winning run. India skipper Harmanpreet Kaur moved two
spots up to 13th after the latest update. In the bowling depart-
ment, led by England's Sophie Ecclestone, India off-spinner
Deepti Sharma slipped one place to the sixth position.

Jemimah enters top 10 in ICC T20I rankings

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI):

Indian men's football
team head coach Igor
Stimac on Tuesday signed
an extension of his con-
tract till the end of next
year's AFC Asian Cup.

The decision to extend
the contract was recom-
mended by the All India
Football Federation's
(AIFF) technical commit-
tee last month, and was
subsequently ratified by
the executive committee
in their respective meet-
ings in Kolkata last
month.

The executive commit-
tee also accepted the rec-
ommendations of the tech-
nical committee that
should India make it to the
quarterfinals of the Asian
Cup, the coach's contract
should be automatically
renewed. "I am extremely
happy that the AIFF has
placed the trust in the
process that we have put
in," said Stimac.

"We have had a very
good run in the qualifiers,
and we want to make sure

that we keep building our-
selves up till the Asian
Cup and give a good ac-
count of ourselves in the
continental stage."

The 55-year-old from
Croatia has been in charge
of the Blue Tigers since
2019, and has successfully
guided the team through
to its second successive
AFC Asian Cup qualifica-
tion earlier this year, when
India topped Group D of
the Third Round quali-
fiers.

"Now that we have en-
sured qualification, we
must make sure that we
keep improving and find-
ing our best combination
till the Asian Cup," he
said. "Again, it is not an

easy process, and there
will be plenty of pain on
the way, but if we can stick
to the proper procedure
and not take shortcuts, we
can achieve our target of
making it to the knockout
rounds."

AIFF secretary general
Shaji Prabhakaran said:
"The new team in AIFF
would like to see a forward
momentum for the nation-
al team and we are deter-
mined to rebuild it with a
fresh approach by develop-
ing a new plan exclusively
for the senior national
team." The secretary gen-
eral informed that the fed-
eration will work closely
with the head coach, the
support staff and the play-
ers and the clubs as well in
making sure a positive sce-
nario is created for Indian
football through the senior
national team.

"Our best wishes to Igor
Stimac and we are confi-
dent he will guide the
Indian national team to a
new level with his huge ex-
perience and hard work,"
Prabhakaran said.

Igor Stimac signs contract 
extension till AFC Asian Cup 2023

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI):

India forward Mumtaz Khan
was on Tuesday named the FIH
Women's Rising Star of the Year
on the back of her stellar role dur-
ing the country's campaign at the
Junior World Cup in South Africa
earlier this year.

The 19-year-old Mumtaz,
who hails from
Lucknow, had scored
eight goals in six
matches, includ-
ing a hat-trick,
during India's
four th-place
finishing cam-
paign in
Potchefstroom
in April.

She finished in
third place on the
list of top scorers in
the World Cup. She failed
to score in just one game
throughout the tourna-
ment, against Netherlands.

Mumtaz scored both the
goals for India in the cru-
cial 2-2 tie in the bronze
medal match against
England, but the team could-
n't get over the line in the en-
suing shoot-out to end at
fourth place.

"I cannot believe that I have won this
award. It is the hard work of our entire
team over the year that has paid off, and

I dedicate the win to my team,"
Mumtaz said. "I feel the award is a

sign that the hard work that I have
put over the past year on the train-
ing grounds has helped me im-
prove a lot as a player. But this is
just the beginning of my career. I
wish to continue the learning

process and will continue the
hard work to improve

upon my game."
Mumtaz edged
B e l g i u m ' s

C h a r l o t t e
Englebert by a

margin of
just three
points after

votes were
cast by experts

(40%), teams
(20%), fans (20%)

and media (20%).
The young Indian fin-

ished with a total of
32.9 points, with Englebert
coming in second with
29.9 points. Luna Fokke
from the Netherlands fin-
ished third with 16.9
points. Mumtaz also
emerged as India's lead-

ing goal-scorer at the FIH
Women's Hockey 5s 2022

where she scored five goals
in four games, including a hat-trick
against the hosts Switzerland. Timothee
Clement of France was voted FIH Men's
Rising Star of the Year.

India’s Mumtaz Khan
named FIH women’s 
rising player of year

Rajkot, Oct 04 (PTI):

Kuldeep Sen blew away
the last two batters with
scorching pace and steep
bounce to finish with a
match haul of eight wick-
ets as Rest of India won
their 29th Irani Trophy
with a walk-in-the-park
eight wicket victory over
Saurashtra here on
Tuesday.

While Saurashtra gave a
much better account of
themselves in the second
innings but a total of 380
meant Rest needed only
105 runs with almost two
days of play left.

They knocked off the
runs in little over a session
and half with Abhimanyu
Easwaran remaining un-
beaten on 63 while adding
81 match winning runs for
the unbroken third wicket
stand with keeper Kona
Bharat (27 not out).

However, it was young
Kuldeep (5/94 in 19 overs)
who quickly wrapped up
the Saurashtra innings in
the morning as he bowled
one fast and full to trap
Parth Bhut plumb in-

front. Jaydev Unadkat,
who played a captain's
knock of 89 to carry the
fight till fourth morning,
was finally dismissed
when Kuldeep banged one
short and extra bounce
saw the batter slash hard
but only to find the result-
ant edge carry to keeper
Bharat. With a match-haul
of 8 wickets, Kuldeep
showed why he is so high-
ly rated at the national
level and will be travelling
with the Indian team to
Perth as a net bowler for
the T20 World Cup.

Easwaran, who has an

average of 32 in his last 20
innings, played some flow-
ing strokes, including
some great cover drives
but to be fair, these weren't
runs scored under pres-
sure like what Sarfaraz
Khan did when he came
into bat at 18/3 in RoI's
first innings.

Deservingly, Bengal
pacer Mukesh Kumar got
the 'Player of the Match'
award for his mesmerizing
first morning spell when
he got four top-order wick-
ets to bowl Saurashtra out
for 98 and literally pocket
the game. "There was

some assistance early on
and we tried to bowl them
out as quickly as possible.
I focus on my line and
length," Mukesh said after
the game. His skipper
Hanuma Vihari was all
praise for Sarfaraz Khan,
who bailed the team out
with a brilliant hundred
on the opening day.

"We were in a tough situ-
ation on a wicket which
was helping for the
bowlers, Sarfaraz batted
beautifully. The 220-run
partnership (him and
Sarfaraz) helped us to gain
the momentum and we
took the game away from
them."

Vihari scored a cautious
82 off 184 balls, but wasn't
disappointed on missing
out on a hundred.

"I wanted to get the hun-
dred because I worked
hard. I batted long, but at
the end the of the day, the
contribution helped the
team and I am happy."

For Saurashtra captain
Unadkat, the first day
track was a very unlike
Rajkot one and that made
the difference.

Kuldeep Sen takes five as Rest of India
regain Irani Trophy by 8 wickets

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI):

Jasprit Bumrah is gut-
ted that he will have to
miss the T20 World Cup
due to a back injury but
the star India pacer will
cheer for his team as he
goes through his rehabili-
tation process.

"I am gutted that I won't
be a part of the T20 World
Cup this time, but thank-
ful for the wishes, care and
support I've received from
my loved ones. As I recov-
er, I'll be cheering on the
team through their cam-
paign in Australia,"
Bumrah tweeted on
Tuesday.

The BCCI on Monday

ruled Bumrah out of the
ICC event, dealing a mas-
sive setback to the Indian
team.

Bumrah's absence will
certainly affect India's
chances in the marquee
event in Australia as death
bowling still remains a
grey area.

The BCCI was awaiting
medical reports while the
pacer did his rehab at the
National Cricket Academy
but it was a foregone con-
clusion that he would be
out for months.

He was initially ruled
out of the ongoing three-
match T20I series against
South Africa due to a back
injury.

Al Khobar , Oct 04 (PTI):

India kicked off their
AFC U-17 Asian Cup 2023
Qualifiers in style, thrash-
ing Maldives 5-0 at the
Prince Saud Bin Jalawi
Stadium here on Tuesday.

Captain Vanlalpeka
Guite, Lalhmingchhuanga
Fanai, Aman, Boby Singh,
Phoenix Oinam scored a
goal each to make it a five-
star performance for India.

India got off on the front
foot, with Huzafah and
Boby orchestrating attacks
down the left flank.

The Blue Colts came
close to opening the scoring
in the ninth minute, when a
Vanlalpeka Guite corner
from the left was almost
turned in by Faizan.
However, the ball went ago-
nisingly close to the goal,
travelling parallel to the
goal line, before going out of
play.

It did not take them too
long to score the first
though, as captain Guite
ran on to a low cross from
the right and slotted it
home. Fanai doubled the
lead in the 24th minute,

when he tried his luck from
long range, as the ball took
a deflection and sailed past
the Maldives keeper.

The two goals put India
firmly in the drivers' seat,
as a confident Guite orches-
trated the attacks for the
Blue Colts, often dropping
down to the midfield to link
up with the midfielders and
wingers. The India captain
came close to making it
three when he took charge
of a free-kick close to the
Maldives penalty box. From
around 20 yards out, Guite

had the keeper completely
beaten, but the ball thudded
off the woodwork.

India went into the
breather with a two-goal
lead, but came out with
more impetus after the
break.

Head coach Bibiano
Fernandes made three
changes after the interval,
bringing on Gurnaj Singh,
Phoenix Oinam, and
Chandan Yadav, in place of
Guite, Malemngamba
Thokchom, and Manjit
Singh Dhami, respectively.

Gutted that I won’t be part of
T20 World Cup: Bumrah

India blank Maldives 5-0 in
AFC U-17 Asian Cup Qualifiers

St. John's (Antigua), Oct 04 (AP):

Shimron Hetmyer was
dropped by West Indies for
the T20 World Cup on
Monday after missing a
scheduled flight to catch up
with the squad in
Australia.

The batter was replaced
by Shamarh Brooks.

Hetmyer was to leave
Guyana on Saturday but
was allowed by West Indies
to delay flying until
Monday for family reasons.
That meant he wouldn't be
available for a Twenty20
against Australia on
Wednesday on the Gold
Coast.

Then he informed West

Indies on Monday that he
wouldn't be able to catch
the rescheduled flight. The
selectors unanimously
agreed to replace him with
Brooks. "Whilst we
changed Shimron's flight
from Saturday to Monday
due to family reasons, it
was made clear to him that
if there were any further
delays and issues with his
travel to Australia then we
would have no choice but to
replace him in the squad,
as we are not prepared to
compromise the team's
ability to prepare for this
extremely important glob-
al event," West Indies direc-
tor of cricket Jimmy
Adams said in a statement.

West Indies replaces Hetmyer
after he misses flight

Dubai, Oct 04 (PTI):

India's Nitin Menon will
be among the 16 umpires
who will officiate in the ICC
T20 World Cup in Australia.

Menon, the only Indian
on the ICC Elite Panel, has
already reached Australia.

The ICC has announced
20 match officials for the
First Round and Super 12s
stage of the tournament.

"In total, 16 umpires will
officiate across the tourna-
ment with Richard
Kettleborough, Nitin
Menon, Kumara
Dharmasena and Marais
Erasmus having been the
umpires in charge of the
2021 final which saw this
year's hosts claim their first
ICC Men's T20 World Cup
title," the ICC said in a state-
ment. "It is an experienced
group of umpires, with the
same 16 selected as last
year's tournament which
was held in the United Arab
Emirates and Oman."

Chief Referee of the ICC
Elite Panel of Match
Referees, Ranjan Madugalle,
is part of a quartet of for-
mer international cricketers
who make up the match ref-

erees for the eighth edition
of the T20 World Cup. Sri
Lankan Madugalle is joined
by Andrew Pycroft of
Zimbabwe, England's
Christopher Broad and
Australian David Boon.

Pycroft will take charge of
the tournament opener in
Geelong on October 16 when
Sri Lanka takes on Namibia
in the First round with Joel
Wilson and Rodney Tucker
the umpires in the middle.
Paul Reiffel will act as the
TV umpire with Erasmus,
occupying the role of the
fourth umpire.

Menon among 16 umpires
named for T20 World Cup
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Effigies of demon King Ravana on display for sale ahead of the Dussehra festival, in Jaipur, Tuesday.

DEMON KING RAVANA
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Rajouri (JK), Oct 4 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday an-
nounced that the Gujjar,
Bakerwal and Pahari com-
munities in Jammu and
Kashmir will get reserva-
tion benefits in accor-
dance with the recommen-
dations of the Justice
Sharma Commission
which examined the issue
of quota.

He said this while ad-
dressing a rally organised
in this town, situated at
the foothills of the Pir
Panjal mountain range
along the Indo-Pak border.

Shah also said there will
be no decline in ST quota
of Gujjars and Bakerwals

and Paharis and everyone
will get their share. He
said the abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019 has
paved the way for provid-
ing reservation benefits to

the deprived sections of
the society in Jammu and
Kashmir. “The Justice
Sharma Commission has
recommended that
Paharis, Bakerwal and

Gujjars should be included
for ST quota benefits.
These recommendations
have been received and
soon after completion of
legal procedure, Gujjars,
Bakerwals and Paharis
will get the reservation
benefits,” he said.

The home minister said
some people have tried to
instigate the Gujjars and
Bakerwals in the name of
ST status being given to
Paharis but the people
have foiled their design.

There have been reports
of protests by the Gujjars
and Bakerwals in Jammu
and Shopian in Kashmir
recently against the move
to grant ST status to the
Paharis.

Gujjars, Bakerwals, Paharis in
JK to get quota benefits: Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses a public rally,
in Rajouri district, Tuesday.

Hyderabad, Oct 04 (PTI):

The Telangana Rashtra
Samiti (TRS) is likely to be
renamed as ‘Bharata
Rashtra Samiti’ (BRS) and
the state government’s
welfare schemes would be
showcased across the
country to help it emerge
as a national force, ruling
party sources said here on
Tuesday.

TRS president and
Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao is
expected to announce the
new name for the party on
Wednesday, considered
auspicious in view of
Vijayadasami. The
rechristening exercise and
the plan to reach out to
people by pitching its
“Telangana good gover-
nance model” is part of

party’s efforts to foray into
national politics and effec-
tively take on the BJP.

The TRS general body
meet, scheduled to be held
on Wednesday at
‘Telangana Bhavan’, the
party headquarters here,
would pass a resolution ef-
fecting the name change,
sources said. The Election
Commission would be ap-
prised of the change as per
the Representation of the
People Act and relevant
rules.

In its outreach initia-
tive, the party would focus
on welfare schemes being
implemented in
Telangana like ‘Rythu
Bandhu’ support scheme
for farmers and ‘Dalit
Bandhu’ (Rs 10 lakh grant
to every Dalit household to
start any business or

trade). Similar schemes
are not devised and imple-
mented at the national
level and the BJP has also
dubbed welfare initiatives
as “freebies.” Electricity
has not been provided in
all the villages, across the
country and all such as-
pects would be taken up in
the campaign to expose
the ruling party at the
Centre, they said.

The name change would
be conveyed to the
Election Commission
through e-mail and later in
person on October 6,
sources said.

In September, the party
had said that “very soon,
the formation of a nation-
al party and formulation
of its (national party) poli-
cies will take place”.
Recently, Rao, also known

as KCR, had announced
that free power would be
supplied to farmers across
the country, if a “non-BJP
government” was voted to
power in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

Rao, during his recent
meeting with his Bihar
counterpart Nitish Kumar,
called for a “BJP mukt
Bharat” (BJP-free India)
blaming the national
party’s government at the
Centre for the “many ills
plaguing the country.”

The TRS, in its founda-
tion day event in April this
year, had resolved that the
party should play a key
role in national politics in
the interest of the country
as the BJP is “exploiting
communal sentiments,”
for its political conven-
ience.

TRS likely to be renamed Bharata Rashtra Samiti

Bhopal, Oct 04 (PTI): A
First Information Report
(FIR) would be registered
against a woman for shoot-
ing video of a dance on the
premises of a temple in
Chhatarpur district of
Madhya Pradesh and post-
ing it on social media,
Home Minister Narottam
Mishra said on Tuesday.

Neha, the young woman
who had posted the video
on Instagram on October
1, later deleted it and apol-
ogized after some Bajrang
Dal members took objec-
tion. The `reel’ (short
video) had been shot on
the temple steps to the
tune of hit Bollywood song
“Munni Badnam Hui”.
The woman has more than

four lakh followers on
Instagram. “The way
Neha dressed and shot the
video was objectionable. I
had earlier objected to
such incidents and said
FIRs will be registered in
such cases. Despite the
warning she did this,”
Mishra told reporters
here. “I have directed the
Superintendent of Police
of Chhatarpur to file an
FIR against her,” said the
minister who is also the
state government’s
spokesperson. After objec-
tions by Bajrang Dal ac-
tivists, the woman deleted
the dance reel and up-
loaded a new video seek-
ing apology for `hurting
religious sentiments.’

FIR ordered against
Instagram user over dance

video shot at temple
Jaipur, Oct 04 (PTI):

Days after a crisis
erupted in Rajasthan
Congress, former deputy
chief minister Sachin
Pilot met food and civil
supplies minister Pratap
Singh Khachariyawas at
the latter’s residence here
on Monday night.

The meeting, which last-
ed for one-and-a-half
hours, assumes signifi-
cance in the wake of the
recent political develop-
ments in the state.
However, Khachariyawas,
who earlier was in Pilot
camp and switched to
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot camp during the
political crisis in 2020, said

on Tuesday that talks with
Pilot was nothing new. He
refused to divulge details
of the meeting.
Khachariyawas also met
Chief Minister Gehlot on
Tuesday. Pilot, who was
considered the front run-
ner for the CM post in case
Gehlot contested election
for party’s national presi-
dent post, went to the resi-
dence of Khachariyawas
on Monday night.

There was no statement
from Pilot about the meet-
ing. But Khachariyawas
told reporters in secretari-
at that having talks with
Pilot was nothing new be-
cause he and Pilot sit on
the same bench in the
state assembly.

Rajasthan political crisis

Pilot meets state 
minister Khachariyawas

Chandigarh, Oct 04 (PTI):

Punjab police on
Tuesday claimed to have
busted two terror modules,
operated by foreign-based
gangsters and terrorists
and backed by Pakistan’s
ISI, as it arrested two oper-
atives and recovered arms
and ammunition, includ-
ing a tiffin bomb and three
hand grenades.In the first
case, the arrested accused
has been identified as
Yograj Singh alias Yog, a
resident of Rajoke village
in Tarn Taran district. The
narco-terrorism module
was being jointly operated
by Canada-based Lakhbir
Singh alias Landa,
Pakistan-based Harvinder
Singh Rinda and Italy-
based Harpreet Singh alias
Happy, police said. The po-
lice have recovered “an
RDX loaded tiffin box fabri-

cated into an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) or
tiffin bomb, two sophisti-
cated AK-56 assault rifles
along with two magazines
and 30 live cartridges, one
.30 bore pistol along with
six live cartridges and 2 kg
heroin from the accused”,
Director General of Police,
Gaurav Yadav said.

The group was backed
by Pakistan spy agency
Inter-Services Intelligence,
the police said. Punjab
Police, in a separate case,
arrested one more opera-
tive of the ISI-backed
Khalistan Tiger Force
(KTF) terror module
Harpreet Singh alias Hira.

Three hand-grenades
and weapons have been re-
covered from his car, DGP
said, adding this particular
terror module is being op-
erated by Canada-based
gangster Arshdeep Singh

alias Arsh Dala, who is a
close associate of KTF’s
Canada-based chief
Hardeep Singh Nijjar. The
arrested accused Harpreet
Singh alias Hira is a resi-
dent of Jujhar Nagar in
Bathinda. The police have
also recovered two pistols
including .30 bore and
9mm Bareta along with 60
live cartridges, he said. The
successes came amid an in-
tensified vigil by the
Punjab Police against anti-
social elements ahead of
the festival season, said
Director General of Police
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav
Yadav here. The police
have also identified five
more accomplices of
Yograj Singh who were al-
legedly carrying out illegal
activities across Punjab
and adjoining states. A
manhunt has been
launched to nab them,

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Amritsar
Rural Swapan Sharma
said, adding that the un-
earthing of the “Landa-
Rinda terror module” was
a major success for the
state police. DGP Yadav
said that Yograj is the main
operative of this module
and is wanted by the state
police and central enforce-
ment agencies in at least
five criminal cases, includ-
ing the one where five AK-
47 assault rifles were seized
in Tarn Taran in
September 2019. He said
preliminary investigations
have revealed that the
cross-border operations of
arms-explosives-drugs
smuggling were mainly
handled by Yograj on the di-
rections of Landa, Rinda
and Happy and jailed smug-
gler Gurpavitar alias Sai of
Lakhna of Tarn Taran.

Punjab police busts two ISI-backed 
terror modules operating from Canada

AK-56, hand grenades among munitions seized

New Delhi, Oct 04 (PTI):

A Delhi court on
Tuesday sent a Russian
national, arrested for al-
leged manipulation of
JEE (Mains) examination
last year, to two days’ CBI
custody.

Duty Magistrate
Vaibhav Mehta sent the ac-
cused, Mikhail Shargin, to
CBI custody till October 6
after he was produced be-
fore the court and the
agency requested for his
remand to unravel the con-
spiracy.

“This court is of the
view that for the purpose
of carrying out investiga-
tion PC (police custody) re-
mand of the accused is
necessary and so this
court partly allows the ap-
plication moved by the IO
and grants police custody
remand of the accused for
two days only,” the judge
said. In its application
seeking a five-day remand
of the accused, the CBI

told the court he was to be
quizzed about the data
present in his phone, lap-
top and external hard
disk.

The central agency had
issued a ‘Look Out
Circular’ against Shargin,
suspected to be main hack-
er, for alleged manipula-
tion of the prestigious ex-
amination, the CBI said.

The CBI said it was
alerted by the Bureau of
Immigration when
Shargin arrived at the air-
port from Almaty,
Kazakhstan, adding he
was immediately detained
by the agency on his ar-
rival here on Monday.

“During investigation, it
came to light that some
foreign nationals were in-
volved in compromising
many online examina-
tions, including JEE
(Mains), colluding with
other accused in the in-
stant case,” the CBI said.
The investigation indicat-
ed Shargin tampered with

the iLeon software, the
platform on which the
JEE (Main)-2021 examina-
tion was conducted, and
also helped other accused
in hacking the computer
systems of suspect candi-
dates during the examina-
tion, it said.

In September last year,
the agency had booked
Affinity Education Pvt Ltd
and its three directors,
Siddharth Krishna,
Vishwambhar Mani
Tripathi and Govind
Varshney, besides other
touts and associates for al-
leged manipulation of ex-
amination.

It was alleged that the
three directors, in conspir-
acy with other associates
and touts, were manipulat-
ing the online examina-
tion of JEE (Mains) and
facilitating aspiring stu-
dents to get admission in
top National Institutes of
Technology in exchange
for huge amounts of
money.

Court sends Russian national to CBI custody
in JEE-Mains exam manipulation case

BJP prez starts 
campaign to open bank

accounts for girls

Jaipur, Oct 04 (PTI): BJP
Rajasthan president on
Tuesday started a cam-
paign to open bank ac-
counts for girls under the
Centre’s Sukanya
Samriddhi Account
Scheme. The campaign
started at Tripura
Sundari Mata temple in
Banswara district.

Satish Poonia also
opened the accounts for
nine girls through funds
from his salary as MLA.

He called upon the
workers for opening bank
accounts for girls instead
of giving him a present
on his birthday on
October 24. “Sukanya
Samriddhi is a flagship
scheme of the Modi gov-
ernment and girl children
will be benefited from it,”
Poonia said.

Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana (SSY) is a savings
scheme launched back in
2015 as part of the
Government initiative
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao
campaign.


