
ITBP DG
New Delhi: Senior IPS
officer Anish Dayal Singh
on Monday took charge
as the new director gen-
eral (DG) of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
that guards the 3,488-km
Line of Actual Control
with China. The 1988-
batch officer of Manipur
cadre was handed over
the ceremonial baton by
his batchmate S L
Thaosen who has been
holding the additional
charge of the about the
90,000-personnel-strong
mountain-warfare trained
force since August after
Sanjay Arora was
appointed Delhi Police
Commissioner.

Sheena Bora case
Mumbai: Rahul Mukerjea,
son of former media
baron Peter Mukerjea, on
Monday denied having
any knowledge about Rs
10 lakh being paid to
police for not registering
a road accident case
against him. Rahul
Mukerjea told court it
was not “really” an acci-
dent and that he had not
crashed into the pregnant
woman while riding a
motorcycle. Responding
to a question about an
accident in 2010, Rahul
Mukerjea said it is true
he met with an accident
while riding a motorcycle,
but asserted it was not
correct to say he crashed
into a pregnant lady.

Tiger safari 
Rishikesh: More than
6000 trees were felled
illegally to start a tiger
safari in the Kalagarh for-
est division of Corbett
Tiger Reserve, the Forest
Survey of India (FSI) has
said in its report. The
Uttarakhand forest
department had taken the
clearance of the Union
Ministry of Forest,
Environment and Climate
Change for the tiger
safari project saying only
163 trees will be chopped
off in the process. But the
FSI in its report said
6,093 trees were felled
over 16.21 hectares of
land in place of 163 for
the tiger safri project at
Pakhro in the Kalagarh
forest division.

Man dies
Palghar:A 35-year-old
man died while dancing
at a garba event in Virar
town of Maharashtra’s
Palghar district, police
said on Monday. Manish
Narapji Sonigra collapsed
while dancing at a garba
event at Global City com-
plex in Virar on the inter-
vening night of Saturday
and Sunday, an official
from Virar police said.
The man was rushed to a
hospital by his father
Narapji Sonigra (66) and
was declared dead. 

MAHA ASHTAMI

Bengali film actress Koel Mallick blows a conch shell
during a Maha Ashtami ‘puja’ amid the ongoing
Durga puja festival, in Kolkata, Monday.
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BRIEF

New Director General (DGs)
of ITBP Anish Dayal Singh
(R) takes charge from his

predecessor SL Thaosen, in
New Delhi, Monday.

Stockholm, Oct 03 (AP):

Swedish scientist
Svante Paabo won this
year’s Nobel Prize in medi-
cine Monday for his dis-
coveries on human evolu-
tion that provided key in-
sights into our immune
system and what makes us
unique compared with our
extinct cousins, the
award’s panel said.

Paabo has spearheaded
the development of new
techniques that allowed re-
searchers to compare the
genome of modern hu-
mans and that of other ho-
minins the Neanderthals
and Denisovans.

“Svante Paabo’s ground-
breaking discoveries have
provided important new
knowledge regarding our
evolutionary history,” said
Anna Wedell, chair of the
Nobel Committee. While
Neanderthal bones were
first discovered in the mid-
19th century, only by un-
locking their DNA often

referred to as the code of
life have scientists been
able to fully understand
the links between species.

This included the time
when modern humans
and Neanderthals di-
verged as a species, deter-
mined to be around 800,000
years ago, “Paabo and his
team also surprisingly
found that gene flow had
occurred from
Neanderthals to Homo

sapiens, demonstrating
that they had children to-
gether during periods of
co-existence,” Wedell said.

This transfer of genes
between hominin species
affects how the immune
system of modern hu-
mans reacts to infections,
such as the coronavirus.
People outside Africa have
1-2% of Neanderthal
genes. Paabo and his team
also managed to extract

DNA from a tiny finger
bone found in a cave in
Siberia, leading to the
recognition of a new
species of ancient humans
they called Denisovans.

Wedell described this as
“a sensational discovery”
that subsequently showed
Neanderthals and
Denisovan to be sister
groups which split from
each other around 600,000
years ago.

Denisovan genes have
been found in up to 6% of
modern humans in Asia
and Southeast Asia, indi-
cating that interbreeding
occurred there too.

“By mixing with them
after migrating out of
Africa, homo sapiens
picked up sequences that
improved their chances to
survive in their new envi-
ronments,” said Wedell.
For example, Tibetans
share a gene with
Denisovans that helps
them adapt to the high alti-
tude.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):

The Indian Air Force on
Monday said it scrambled
its fighter jets after receiv-
ing information of a bomb
scare on a China-bound
Iranian civilian plane that
was flying over the Indian
airspace.

An intimation was re-
ceived of the bomb scare
on an airline bearing
Iranian registration, when
it was transiting through
Indian airspace, the IAF
said, adding the plane was
offered the option to land
at Jaipur or Chandigarh
but the pilots refused to di-
vert.

According to ATC
sources, the Mahan Air
flight W581 was on its way
from Tehran to
Guangzhou in China when
an alert was triggered.

“IAF fighter aircraft
were scrambled, which fol-
lowed the aircraft at a safe
distance. The aircraft was
offered the option to land
at Jaipur and then, at
Chandigarh. However, the
pilot declared his unwill-

ingness to divert to either
of the two airports.

“After a while, intima-
tion was received from
Tehran to disregard the
bomb scare, following
which, the aircraft contin-
ued on its journey towards
its final destination,” it
said.

Sources said the IAF
was informed about the
bomb scare by the Delhi
ATC and then, Sukhoi air-
craft were scrambled by
the IAF. It is learnt that the
IAF scrambled Sukhoi air-
craft from its bases in
Punjab and Rajasthan.

Later, Iranian news
agency IRNA, quoting a
statement from Mahan
Air, reported that the
flight landed safely.

The news agency said
the statement was re-
leased in reaction to the
news regarding the bomb
threat.

“As soon as the pilot was
alerted about the possibili-
ty of a bomb attack, he in-
formed the control tower
and requested an emer-
gency landing in India,” it

said and added that such
reports seem to be aimed
at disturbing security and
mental peace.

Meanwhile, a senior
Delhi Police officer said
they received a call about
the bomb scare on an Iran-
China flight from the Air
Traffic Control but soon
they were informed by the
ATC that the flight was not
landing in Delhi.

The IAF also said that
all actions were taken by
the force as per the laid
down procedure, jointly
with the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) and
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS).

It is learnt that the ATC
at Delhi airport remained
in contact with the IAF
when the aircraft was in
Indian airspace.

People familiar with the
development said the
Delhi ATC received inputs
from the Lahore ATC that
there was a bomb threat
on the Mahan Air flight.
Subsequently, the Delhi
ATC informed the pilots
but they decided to fly on.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  0033  ((PPTTII))::

The CBI has detained a
Russian national at Indira
Gandhi International Airport in
connection with its probe into
alleged manipulation of JEE
(Mains) examination last year,
officials said Monday. 

The central agency had
issued a ‘Look Out Circular’
against the foreign national,
suspected to be main hacker,
for alleged manipulation of the
prestigious examination, they
said. 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) was alert-
ed by the central agencies
when the Russian national
arrived at the airport from
abroad, they said. 

He was immediately
detained by the CBI and is
being questioned in connec-
tion with the JEE manipulation

case probed by the agency,
they said. Sources said the
suspect might be taken into
custody. In September last
year, the agency had booked
Affinity Education Pvt Ltd and
its three directors, Siddharth
Krishna, Vishwambhar Mani
Tripathi and Govind Varshney,
besides other touts and associ-
ates for alleged manipulation
of examination. It was alleged
that the three directors, in
conspiracy with other associ-
ates and touts, were manipu-
lating the online examination
of JEE (Mains) and facilitating
aspiring students to get admis-
sion into top National
Institutes of Technology in
consideration of huge amounts
by solving the applicants’
question papers through
remote access from a chosen
examination centre in Sonepat
(Haryana).

Jodhpur, Oct 3 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) on Monday inducted
the first fleet of indigenous-
ly-built Light Combat
Helicopter (LCH), which
has been developed prima-
rily for mountain warfare
after a requirement for it
was felt during the Kargil
war in 1999. Developed by
state-run aerospace major
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL), the 5.8-tonne twin-
engine gunship chopper is
armed with air-to-air mis-
siles, 20 mm turret guns,
rocket systems and other
weapons. The fleet compris-
ing four helicopters was in-
ducted into the IAF at a cer-
emony at the Jodhpur Air
Force Station in presence of

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Chief of Defence
Staff Gen Anil Chauhan,
Chief of Air Staff Air Chief

Marshal VR Chaudhari and
other senior military offi-
cials. The defence minister
named the helicopter as
“Prachand” (fierce) and
said the platform, capable of
operating in day and night,
will add significant edge to
the IAF’s combat capabili-
ties as it can hit enemy tar-
gets with precision.

Singh, who also flew a
sortie on the LCH, said it
can operate in all possible
conditions, and is among
one of the best globally in
its class. The helicopter,
with its wide range of mis-
siles and other weapons,
can hit enemy infantry,
tanks, bunkers, drones and
other assets in high-altitude
regions, military officials
said.

BBhhaaddoohhii  ((UUPP)),,  OOcctt  33  ((PPTTII))::

Three children were among
five people killed and 64
injured after a fire broke out
in a Durga Puja pandal here
due to overheating of a halo-
gen light, officials said on
Monday.

A digital show was going
on at the pandal in Nathua
village when the fire broke
out on Sunday night, reduc-
ing the structure to ashes.
More than 300 people were in
the pandal when the blaze
erupted and a majority of
them were women and chil-
dren.

District Magistrate (DM)
Gaurang Rathi said the fire
broke out around 9.30 pm on
Sunday when a halogen light
at the pandal overheated,

causing an electric wire to
catch fire. Soon the fire
engulfed the wooden scaf-
folding and the tent, he said.

The cause of the fire was
ascertained by a special
probe team constituted by
Additional Director General
Ram Kumar, he added. A total
of 67 people were injured in
the fire and three of them —
Ankush Soni (12), Jaya Devi
(45) and Naveen (10) — died. 

Later, Arti Chaubey (48)
and Harshvardhan (8) died
during treatment, a senior
official said. Superintendent
of Police Anil Kumar said an
FIR has been lodged at Aurai
police station against mem-
bers of the concerned puja
samiti as negligence was
found in organising the
event.

New Delhi/Hyderabad,
Oct 03 (PTI): Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor on
Monday asserted that a
reimagined party is need-
ed to take on the BJP, seek-
ing support from party
electors for his candidacy
to the post of party chief.
Tharoor, who represents
Thiruvananthapuram in
the Lok Sabha, ruled out
ideological difference
with party veteran
Mallikarjun Kharge, who
is also in the presidential
race.

“Let me make clear that
I agree with @kharge ji
that all of us in @incIndia
wish to take on the BJP
rather than each other.
There is no ideological
difference between us.
The choice for our voting
colleagues Oct 17 is only
on how to do it most effec-

tively,” Tharoor said in a
tweet. His remarks comes
a day after Kharge said he
conveyed to Tharoor that
a consensus candidate
would be better, but the
Lok Sabha MP insisted on
a contest for the “sake of
democracy”. Tharoor,
who is in Hyderabad in

connection with his cam-
paign for Congress presi-
dential poll, said he has
“enormous” respect for
his rival Mallikarjun
Kharge. “I believe we
need a reinvented,
reimagined Congress to
take on the BJP. That’s
why I have continued

with my candidacy in this
election,” he told re-
porters in Hyderabad.

“We want the Congress
party to prevail once
again in our country. As
far as I am concerned, the
only real difference in
this election is about how
we go about the chal-
lenges facing the
Congress party in over-
coming the BJP and its
formidable electoral ma-
chine,” he said.

The contest is a “discus-
sion within the family”
and there is no quarrel, he
said. Kharge has great ex-
perience, ability and
knowledge, he said.

“I bring a different ap-
proach and I put that be-
fore the voters to see what
they want. But, I do want
to stress. We are all in this
together.”

No proposal to
scrap Minority

Affairs
Ministry: Govt

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):
The government on
Monday clarified that
there is no proposal
under consideration to
scrap the Ministry of
Minority Affairs.

The clarification came
in response to a media
report that claimed that
the Centre is likely to
scrap the Ministry of
Minority Affairs and
merge it with the Social
Justice and
Empowerment ministry.

No such proposal is
under consideration, the
PIB Fact check clarified
in a tweet, which was re-
tweeted by Union
Minority Affairs minis-
ter Smriti Irani.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):

Appointment on com-
passionate ground is a con-
cession not a right and the
object of granting such
employment is to enable
the affected family to tide
over a sudden crisis, the
Supreme Court has said.

The apex court last week
set aside the judgement of
a division bench of the
Kerala High Court, which
confirmed the verdict of a
single judge directing the
Fertilisers and Chemicals
Travancore Ltd and others
to consider the case of a
woman for appointment
on compassionate ground.
A bench of Justices M R
Shah and Krishna Murari

noted that the father of the
woman was employed with
Fertilisers and Chemicals
Travancore Ltd and died
while on duty in April
1995. At the time of his
death, it noted, his wife
was serving and therefore
not eligible for appoint-
ment on compassionate
ground. “After a period of
24 years from the death of
the deceased employee, the
respondent shall not be en-
titled to the appointment
on compassionate
ground,” the bench said.

According to the law laid
down by the apex court on
appointment on compas-
sionate ground, equal op-
portunity for all govern-
ment vacancies should be

provided to all aspirants as
mandated under Articles
14 and 16 of the
Constitution. Article 14 of
the Constitution deals
with equality before law
and Article 16 with equali-
ty of opportunity in mat-
ters of public employment.
“However, appointment on
compassionate ground of-
fered to a dependent of a
deceased employee is an
exception to the said
norms.

The compassionate
ground is a concession and
not a right,” the bench said
in its judgement delivered
on September 30. The apex
court noted that when the
employee had died in 1995,
his daughter was a minor.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):

The Centre on
Monday issued advi-
sories to news websites,
OTT platforms and pri-
vate satellite channels
asking them to refrain
from carrying advertise-
ments of offshore bet-
ting sites.

“...the private satellite
television channels are
strongly advised to re-
frain

advertisements of on-
line offshore betting
platforms and/or their
surrogate news web-
sites or any such prod-
uct/service depicting

these platforms in a sur-
rogate manner,” the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting advi-
sory said.

It also warned private
satellite television chan-
nels of penal action
under applicable laws
for violation of the advi-
sory.

In a separate advisory
to publishers of news
and current affairs con-
tent on digital media
and OTT platforms, the
ministry issued a simi-
lar directive and asked
them not to target such
advertisements towards
the Indian audience.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
has sought a response
from the Centre and oth-
ers to a plea filed by a girl
who was denied admis-
sion in a medical course
on account of a speech
defect.

A bench of Justices D
Y Chandrachud and
Hima Kohli issued no-
tices to the Union of
India, National Medical
Commission and others
and sought their replies
within three weeks.

The top court was
hearing a plea filed by a
girl suffering from a
speech defect who has
challanged the amended
Medical Council of India

Regulations on Graduate
Medical Education, 1997.

“As a consequence of
the Regulations, though
the petitioner suffers
from a benchmark dis-
ability within the mean-
ing of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
Act 2016, she has been ex-
cluded from pursuing
her medical education on
the ground that her
speech defect is in excess
of 40 per cent. Issue no-
tice,” the bench said.

The plea has chal-
lenged Regulations on
Graduate Medical
Education, 1997 as
amended as a conse-
quence of which the peti-
tioner has been excluded
from the exam.

SC notice to Centre on plea of girl 
with speech defect denied admission

Appointment on compassionate
ground concession not a right: SC

Centre asks news websites, TV
channels to refrain from carrying

advertisements of betting sites

Tharoor comes up with ‘Reinvent Cong’ slogan to garner support

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor speaks during an

event of FICCI Ladies
Organisation (FLO), in
Hyderabad, Monday.

Cong releases 

guidelines for prez poll
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Ahead of its presi-
dential poll, the Congress on
Monday issued a set of guide-
lines for the election, debar-
ring party office-bearers from
campaigning for candidates.
Those who wish to support
any candidate will have to first
resign from their organisa-
tional post, stated the guide-
lines issued by the Congress’
central election authority.

Fire ravages Durga
Puja pandal, five dead

IAF inducts indigenously-built
Light Combat Helicopter

Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh after a sortie
in the newly inducted indige-
nously built Light Combat
Helicopter (LCH) “Prachand”,
in Jodhpur, Monday.

CBI detains Russian national in 
JEE-Mains exam manipulation case

IAF scrambles fighter jets after bomb scare
on Iranian civilian plane in Indian airspaceNobel prize in medicine awarded

for research on evolution

Maha Ashtami celebrated
with devotional fervour

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: The
denizens are celebrating
the festival of Navaratri
with great enthusiasm
and devotion. Devotees are
observing fast and are par-
ticipating in the religious
rituals being organised at
temples and Kalibaris of
the city.

The Maha Ashtami puja

was conducted in a devo-
tional mood at the
Kalibaris. At Nehru
Nagar, the rituals were
conducted by the priests
Paritosh Mishra and
Parichay Mishra.
Devotees attended the
Maha Ashtami Puja which
began at 08:30 hrs followed
by Pushpanjali during
10:30 hrs to 11:30 hrs.
Sandhi Puja, Pushpanjali

and Aarti were held in the
evening.

Debabrata Chakraborty,
DK Roy, AK Dutta, Gopa
Koley, Sumit Sikder,
Sandeep Saha, Rajesh
Singh, Pranab Roy,
Dibyendu Sarkhel, Johar
Dey and other office bear-
ers of the committee are
making appreciable ef-
forts for successful con-
duct of the Durga Puja.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: On the oc-
casion of the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur
Shastri, seven social or-
ganizations of Bhilai joint-
ly organized a padyatra
from Risali Azad Market
to BSP Risali Market to
propagate the idea of
“Swachhata hi
Sewa”.Padyatra convener
Manoj Thackeray in-
formed that the padyatra
began from the Police Beat
Box located at Risali.

Representatives of vari-
ous organizations, sanita-
tion workers of Municipal
Corporation Risali and
BSP were present in large

numbers with their pub-
licity vehicles and garbage
collection vehicles.
Holding tricolour in their
hands, the social workers
marched through various
streets raising slogans of
Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai,
Bharat Mata ki Jai, Vande
Mataram, Swachhata hi
Sewa. During the padya-
tra, they swept and
cleaned various areas. The
yatra concluded at the cul-
tural stage of BSP's Risali
market. Mahatma Gandhi
Antarrashtriya Vichar
Manch National Convenor
Girdhar Mandhariya,
Dinesh Patel; Divisional
President Manoj
T h a c k e r a y ,
E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t

Baluram Verma; Dr
Laxprad; Risali Traders
Association President
Atul Vajpayee garlanded
the portrait of Mahatma
Gandhi. The main objec-
tive of the program was to
meet Baijnath Pandey and
his poor family, who have
been living in the garbage
dump for the last six years.

The social workers as-

sured him to get a ration
card and Aadhar card
made and assist them in
getting the benefits of the
government schemes.
Thereafter, the sanitation
workers were honoured
with flower bouquets.
Girdhr Madhariya spoke
about the Swachhata cam-
paign; Dr Laxprad urged
the administration to

make water arrangements
at the urinal constructed
at the market and open it
for public use.

Baluram spoke about
his efforts in the direction
of cleanliness. Swachhata
Brand Ambassador Dr
Panigrahi said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has praised his cleanliness
campaign in Mann Ki
Baat. Traders demanded
from BSP to widen the nar-
row roads and increase the
facilities. Shashikant
Dubey, Gurnam Singh,
Kiran Sahu, Pooja Jain,
Sanjay Bajpai, DJ
Choubey, Aditya Tandon,
Pankaj Dey, Lallan Yadav,
Jagjit Singh and others
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Universal Rail
Mill (URM) that rolls out
world's longest 130 metre
rail in single piece and sup-
plies 260 metre welded rail
panels to Indian Railways
has created several records
in production. SAIL-BSP
has rolled out world class
rails as per the stringent
specifications of Indian
Railways. SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, has been manufactur-
ing world class quality, rails
for more than six decades as
per desired specifications of
various grades, quality, pro-
files and lengths for Indian
Railways.

The modern Universal
Rail Mill of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant set a record in
various parameters of pro-

duction in September 2022.
URM has achieved the best
ever monthly production
record in Blooms Rolling,
Finished Rails Production,
Prime Rails Production,
Manufacturing of Welding
Joints, Manufacturing of
Long Rail Panels, Better
Acceptance Rate and Long
Rail Rake Loading.
Universal Rail Mill of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has set a
new record of highest
monthly production by

rolling 9463 blooms in
September, 2022 which is
much more than the month-
ly production of rolling
blooms established in
March, 2022. Universal Rail
Mill broke its record set in
March 2022 and achieved
the best ever monthly pro-
duction record by produc-
ing 77375 Tons of Finished
Rails and 69348 Tons of
Prime Rails in September
2022. URM has also achieved
the highest ever monthly

record by producing 4454
Nos. of Long Rail Panels.
Along with this, URM has
also set a monthly record in
welding joint in September
2022, by successfully execut-
ing a total of 6105 Nos of
Weld Joints. Universal Rail
Mill managed to set a new
monthly record of
Inspection by RITES of 4249
nos of rail panels in
September 2022. Universal
Rail Mill of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has managed to

set a new monthly record by
achieving 94% acceptance
rate in rails inspection and
64.67 percent acceptance
rate in 130 meter long rails
in September 2022. URM
broke its old record set in
March 2022 by dispatching
70 rakes of 260 meter long
rails, setting a special
record in rail dispatch.

The Director-in-Charge of
the Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta, besides
congratulating the URM
fraternity also congratulat-
ed their associated depart-
ments - SMS-2, SMS-3, T&D,
RCL, RITES and other allied
departments. Anjani
Kumar, Executive Director
(Works) also joined the
Director Incharge in con-
gratulating the URM frater-
nity and exhorting them to
rise to newer heights!

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: On the
auspicious occasion of '
Gandhi Jayanti' the Birth
anniversary of ' The father
of the Nation' Mahatma
Gandhi faculty members
of DAV Ispat Public School
Sec - 2 paid tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi.

As Gandhi Jayanti is a
national holiday only fac-
ulty members were there
in the event. Head
Mistress Priyanka Shukla
gave homage to Gandhi ji
and took oath to follow the
path shown by him.
Vashwati Bose gave a
memorable speech about
Gandhi Ji and everyone

took pledge to follow his
principles of ' truth and
non- violence'.

As it also happens to be
the birth anniversary of
former Prime Minister
Late Lal Bahadur Shastri
everyone remembered
him too. In this way every-
one paid homage to
Mahatma Gandhi.

Department of Psychology remembers
contribution of Sigmund Freud

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: St Thomas
College, Department of
Psychology, remembered
Sigmund Freud on his
death anniversary with a
program on his life and
works. Freud developed the
theory that humans have
an unconscious mind
where all unwanted im-
pulses and desires are re-
pressed and they are in per-
petual mental conflict with
conscious and sub con-
scious mind.

In 1900, his major work
"The Interpretation of
Dreams" was published in
which Freud analysed
dreams in terms of uncon-
scious desires and experi-
ences. Sigmund Freud de-
veloped the therapy called
Psychotherapy, that is the
most prevalent therapy for
analysis and cure of men-
tal maladies.

The students performed
Psychodrama in this pro-
gramme which was narrat-
ed by Khushbu Pattnaik,
Neha as UPSC Aspirant,
Kiron Roy as Id, Sudhir
Verma as Ego, Shubham as
Super Ego, Chandrakant
and Sukanya as Friends.

The program was organ-
ised under the agies of
P s y c h o m e t r i c i a n
Association. President of
the organisation Palak

Aggrawal, Vice President
Nitish Singh Thakur,
Secretary Kiron Roy, Joint
Secretary Harshita Jolhe
were the brain behind the
P s y c h o d r a m a .
Administrator of the col-
lege, Fr Dr Joshy Varghese
appreciated the pro-
gramme and Principal Dr
MG Roymon encouraged
the department to conduct
such academic pro-
gramme. Dr Debjani

Mukherjee, Head of the de-
partment talked about the
importance of Freud's con-
tribution in the field of psy-
chology. Dr Sumita Singh
assistant professor also
spoke on the occasion. The
programme was conducted
by Dr Ankita Deshmukh,
assistant professor and
Tanmaya Patnaik faculty
department of Psychology
conceptualised and coordi-
nated the programme.

Crackdown continues on online betting; six held from Chhindwara 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: With the
arrest of nine ruffians
from Chhindwara (MP),
Durg Police claimed to
have busted another
branch of the online bet-
ting sites - Mahadev Book
and Reddy Anna. On the
basis of the evidence col-
lected during the earlier
arrests made on
September 27, Durg Police
reached Chhindwara and
nabbed 05 persons of
Bhilai, 02 of Katni (MP), 01
person of Korba and 01
person of Rewa (MP).

They were caught red
handed while operating
the online betting through
Mahadev Book app on a
cricket match being played
between India v/s South
Africa. They were operat-
ing two panels of the
Mahadev app. About RS 5
lakh deposited in different
bank accounts have been
frozen. Money transac-

tions were being done
through more than 40
bank accounts.

Police recovered 06 nos
Laptop, 19 nos Mobile, 02
nos Broadband, 06 nos
Laptop Charger, 18 nos
ATM Card, 08 nos Cheque
Book, 09 nos Passbook, 11
nos SIM Card, 09 nos
Register (Accounting), 02
nos Extension Cord from
the possession of the ac-
cused.

Hundreds of mobile
numbers related to
Mahadev App were re-
vealed. Police further
claimed that they have
busted a racket of online
betting which is operating
at international level.

Other gang members
are operating from Dubai
(UAE) and Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and other states
of India. Microscopic
analysis of bank accounts
and mobile numbers can
lead to further revela-

tions. Police are collecting
information about the
persons who are conduct-
ing this illegal activity
from Dubai and other
countries at the interna-
tional level.

While addressing
media persons here at the
Police Control Room on
Monday, SP Dr Abhishek

Pallava informed that
nine persons have been
arrested during a joint op-
eration of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Supela
Police Station.

He added that Police are
constantly keeping a
watch on the suspects in-
volved in the online bet-
ting business through

Mahadev App and other
online sites. In this se-
quel, Anti Crime Cyber
Unit and Police Station
Supela on September 27
had arrested 06 persons
who were operating a
branch of Mahadev App.

During the investiga-
tion, police had collected
evidence in relation to

other persons associated
with online betting apps.
Accordingly, different
teams of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit were formed
and sent to other states of
the country.

Meanwhile, ACCU team
received a tip off regard-
ing some residents of
Durg who were operating
the Mahadev Book Online
betting racket from a
house in Imlikheda area
of Chhindwara (MP).

Under the direction of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava;
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui, a joint team of
ACCU and Supela Police
Station led by Inspector
Santosh Mishra and
Inspector Durgesh
Sharma was sent to
Chhindwara (MP) on
October 02.

Acting on the tip off,
they raided a house in
Imlikheda area of
Chhindwara and rounded

up 09 persons red handed
while accepting bets on
the ongoing cricket match
being played between
India v/s South Africa.

Laptops, Mobiles,
Broadbands, Laptop
Chargers, ATM Cards,
Cheque Books, Passbooks,
SIM Cards, Registers (bet-
ting records), extension
Box, etc were recovered
from them. Further legal
action is being taken
against the arrested per-
sons from Police Station
Supela.

The arrested accused
are Anmol Verma (18) son
of Late Rajesh Verma a
resident of HSCL Colony,
Ruabandha; Kritik Singh
(22) son of Sukhdev Singh
a resident of Subhash
Market Zone-2 Khursipar;
Alok Tandon (27) son of
Shatrughan Tandon a res-
ident of Steel Colony
Bhilai; Sandeep Rai (32)
son of Shrikant Rai a resi-
dent of Model Town

Bhilai; Kishan Kumar
Bhardwaj (20) son of
Khemlal Bhardwaj a resi-
dent of Balco Korba;
Vikram Sandhu (33) son
of Darshan Singh a resi-
dent of Kohka Bhilai;
Shubham Mirchandani
(21) son of Suresh Kumar
Mirchandani a resident of
Katni (MP); Nikhil
Motwani (18) son of
Shankar Lal Motwani a
resident of Katni (MP)
and Rakesh Singh (18) son
of Suresh Singh a resi-
dent of Baikunthpur
Rewa (MP).

ASI Shamit Mishra,
Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Constable Pradeep Singh,
Tileshwar Rathor, Amit
Dubey, Vikrant Kumar,
Javed Hussain from
ACCU, ASI Dinesh Singh,
Constable Vikas Tiwari
and Junaid Siddiqui from
Supela Police Station
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.
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Short term courses pivotal in 
increasing knowledge: Dr Aruna Palta

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: Short-
term courses are very im-
portant for increasing
knowledge. Each of us
should keep doing short-
term courses based on cur-
rent subjects along with
our regular courses, said
Dr Aruna Palta, Vice
Chancellor of Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg on
Monday at the University
premises.

Dr Palta was speaking at
the certificate distribution
programme organised for
the students who passed in
the one certificate course
on the topic Unknown
hero of Indian
Independence Movement.
This was the first certifi-
cate  course which was
judged on the basis of the
project work, power point

presentation and written
examination held during
the course.

While conducting this
certificate distribution
ceremony, Course
Coordinator and Dean of
the University, Student
Welfare, Dr Prashant
Shrivastava said that a
total of 150 participants
took part in this course,
out of which the princi-
pals of 10 colleges, lectur-
ers of 12 schools, and pro-
fessors of 75 colleges took
part.

Also 33 researchers and
other general public were
involved. Family members
of 03 freedom fighters also
participated in this course
as participants. Dr
Srivastava informed that
Dr Sapna Sharma
Saraswat of Sociology of
Government Vishwanath
Yadav Tamaskar
Postgraduate College,
Durg was awarded gold
medal by Vice Chancellor,
Dr Aruna Palta for scoring
94 percent marks in this
certificate course.

On behalf of the partic-
ipants, Dr Hansa Shukla,
Dr Sapna Sharma, Jayati
Sahu, Narottam Kumar,
Neeraj Sharma, Kemlata
Sahu gave feedback re-
garding the certificate
course. Describing the
certificate course as very
successful in his address,
University Registrar,
Bhupendra Kuldeep and
NSS Coordinator Dr RP
Aggarwal said that this
type of event awakens
new thinking among all
the participants in under-
standing the subject 
matter.

Sameer Mehta and
Neeraj Sharma of the fam-
ily of freedom fighters
also expressed their views
on this occasion. The pro-
gramme ended with vote
of thanks by the Registrar
Bhupendra Kuldeep.

First certificate course organised successfully by Hemchand Yadav University, Durg

DAV Ispat Public School Sec - 2 pays
homage to ‘Father of the Nation’

BSP’s Universal Rail Mill records 
New Highs in Performance

Padyatra taken out to create 
mass awareness on cleanliness
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Preparations for Ch’garhia Olympic Games underway in full-swing
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0066::  On the initia-
tive of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the mega event of
Chhattisgarhia Olympics is
being organized for the first
time in Chhattisgarh from 06
October 2022 to 06 January
2023. Objective of this event is
to encourage the traditional
sports activities of
Chhattisgarh in rural and
urban areas. Preparations for
Chhattisgarhia Olympics are
going on in full swing. In the
same sequence, a meeting of
the State Level Coordination
Committee constituted for
organizing Chhattisgarhia
Olympics 2022-23 was held at
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhawan) under the chairman-
ship of Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain.

In the meeting, Chief
Secretary directed the depart-
mental officers to constitute
organizing committees for
each level before October 5.
Chief Secretary said that as
the competitions at Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club level are to be

organized from 6th October,
officials concerned should
ensure completion of all the
necessary preparations on
time. It is noteworthy that the
competitions under
Chhattisgarhia Olympics will
be organized separately for
urban and rural areas, and
responsibility of the same has
been given to the officials of
Urban Administration and
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department.

Chief Secretary has given
instructions to appoint nodal
officers for each level of the
competitions to be organized
under Chhattisgarhia
Olympics. And the officials
concerned have been directed
to ensure proper arrangement
of sports grounds, venue, nec-
essary sports equipment, ref-

erees, judges, first aid, drink-
ing water, cleanliness and
mobile toilets etc for each
level of the competitions to be
held under Chhattisgarhia
Olympics. In the meeting, offi-
cials were also directed to
make proper security arrange-
ments, and to organize train-
ing of referees and judges at
each level on the basis of man-
ual-guidelines.

CCoommppeettiittiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee  hheelldd  iinn
ttwwoo  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccaatteeggoorriieess::

According to the guidelines
and action plan issued regard-
ing Chhattisgarhia Olympics,
the competitions in traditional
sports of Chhattisgarh will be
held in two categories i.e.
group and single. 14 types of
traditional sports have been
included under Chhattisgarhia
Olympics 2022-23, which

includes Gilli Danda, Pitthool,
Sankhali, Langdi Daud,
Kabaddi, Kho-Kho, and Banti
(Kancha) for group category,
and Billas, Fugdi, Gedi Daud,
Bhanwara, 100 meter run and
long jump for single category.

CCoommppeettiittiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee  hheelldd  aatt
ssiixx  ddiiffffeerreenntt  lleevveellss  ffrroomm  RRaajjiivv
YYuuvvaa  MMiittaann  CClluubb  ttoo  SSttaattee  lleevveell::

Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will be organized in six differ-
ent levels, starting with the
sports competitions in Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Clubs at the rural
and the urban level through
the knockout method. The sec-
ond is the zonal-level, under
which 8 Rajiv Yuva Mitan clubs
will combine to make a single
club. Then at the third level,
sports competition will be
organized at development
block / urban cluster level,
then district-level, then divi-
sion-level and lastly the state-
level sports competitions will
be organized.

FFrroomm  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  tthhee  eellddeerrllyy,,
eevveerryyoonnee  ccaann  ppaarrttiicciippaattee::

People of three different

age-groups can participate in
the Chhattisgarhia Olympics
i.e. age upto 18 years, then 18-
40 years, and those above 40
years of age. The competition
will be organized separate for
male and female categories.

In the meeting organized
through video conferencing,
Director General of Police Mr.
Ashok Juneja, Additional Chief
Secretary Sports and Youth
Welfare Mrs. Renu Ji Pillai,
Additional Chief Secretary Mr.
Subrata Sahu, Secretary
School Education Department
Mr. S. Bharathidasan, Director
Urban Administration Mr.
Ayyaz Tamboli, Special
Secretary Finance Mrs Sheetal
Shashwat Verma, Director
Public Relations Mr Saumil
Ranjan Choubey, Sports and
Youth Welfare Director Mrs
Shweta Sinha, along with the
officers of Finance, Panchayat
and Rural Development, Urban
Administration, School
Education Department and
Public Relations Department
joined in.

Awareness rally taken out in Raigarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 03: Wildlife
Conservation week is
being observed from Oct 2-
8 in order to create aware-
ness about wildlife among
people of the state. In this
context, under guidance of
Minister for Forest and
Climate Change

Mohammed Akbar, among
variety of programmes
under Forest division
Raigarh, a rally was also
taken out. District
Panchayat President
Nirakar Patel flaged off
this rally and it started
from Gandhi Chowk in
Raigarh to DFO’s office.

In this regard, DFO
Raigarh S Madavi in-
formed that in this rally
apart from general public,
members of Joint Forest
Management Samiti also
took part in large number.

It is notable here that
every year Wildlife
Conservation Week is ob-
served in the state from
Oct 2-8. During this in
order to create awareness
about wildlife and its pro-
tection, programmes like
essay, debate, painting,
photography competitions
and rallies are organised.
It is notable here that
there is ‘Gomarda
Sanctuary’ spread over 278
sq. km. area under
Raigarh Forest division in
the state.

Chandel demands high-level inquiry
into death of 90 above cattle

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 03: The
Leader of Opposition in
VS Narayan Chandel
conducted surprise tour
of Gram Baiso
(Pamgarh) of Janjgir-
Champa district and
found sketal remains of
more than 12 cattle in the
‘Gouthan’. In this regard
the villagers informed
Chandel that more than
90 cattle have died in this
Gouthan in Gram Bhaiso
(Pagarh) and a large
number are suffering
with diseases. He
charged that the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment makes tall claims

about ‘Gouthans’
through large advertise-
ments and long talks, but
the ground reality is just
something else. Chandel
charged that condition of
‘Gouthans’ in other parts
of the state too is the
same.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Narayan Chandel
said that there should be
accountability fixed for
death of cattle and lack of
proper managment of
‘Gouthans’ in the vil-
lages. He charged that
not a single responsible
officer from the state gov-
ernment has reached to
take stock of the reasons
for so large number of
deaths in the ‘Gouthan’.
Chandel said that the
Chairman Gou Sewa re-
sides nearby thi splace,
but he just did not find
out time to visit the
‘Gouthan’. He also in-

formed that the
President of
Shakambhari Board also
resides in the same vil-
lage, but he also unfortu-
nately did not visit even
after having information
about it.

Leader of Opposition
in VS has demanded
high-level inquiry into
the death of more than 90
cattle in the ‘Gouthan’ of
‘Bhaiso’ (Pamgarh) and
also strict action against
those found responsible,
so that such incidents are
not repeated.

On this occasion BJP
District V-P Viveka
Gopal, K Singh Sarva,
Pamgarh Mandal
President Chandrakant
Tiwari, Shesh Shankar
Tiwari, Kissan Morcha
President Dhananjay
Singh, BJP District V-P
Santoshi Singh and oth-
ers were present.

13 IAS officers given fresh posting

Raipur, Oct 03: In a major
administrative reshuffle,
13 IAS officers have been
given fresh posting by the
state government. Rajesh
Singh Rana (IAS-2008) has
been temporarily appoint-
ed as Special Secretary
School Education
Department and has also
being given additional
charge of Director SECRT
and Mission Director State
Literacy Mission.

Similarly as per the
order, Ritesh Kumar
Agrawal (IAS-2012) work-
ing as District Collector
Jashpur has been tem-
porarily appointed MD
Chhattisgarh State Text-
Book Corpooration.
Gaurav Kumar Singh

(IAS-2014) working  as
Collector district Balod
has been posted as Joint
Secretary Panchayat and
Rural Development de-
partment.

IAS 2014, Kuldeep
Sharma, working as
District Collector Korea
has been appointed as
District Collector District
Balod. Vinay Kumar
Langeh (IAS-2016) work-
ing as CEO District
Panchayat Surguja has
been appointed as District
Collector Korea. Ravi

Mittal (IAS-2016) working
as CEO District
Panchayat Raipur has
been appointed as
Collector District
Jashpur. Aakash Chikara
(IAS-2017) working as
CEO Disrict Panchayat
Dantewada has been ap-
pointed as CEO District
Panchayat Raipur. Rohit
Vyas (IAS-2017) working
as CEO District
Panchayat Bastar has
been appointed as
Commissioner Nagar
Palika Nigam, Bhilai,

District Durg.
Kunal Dudawat (IAS-

2017) working as CEO
District Panchayat Korea
has been appointed as
Commissioner Bilaspur
Municipal Corporation
(BMC). Lalitaditya
Neelam (IAS-2019) work-
ing as SDM (Revenue)
Mohala District Mohala-
Manpur- Ambagarh
Chowki, has been posted
as CEO District
Panchayat Dantewada.

Viswadeep (IAS-2019)
working as SDM
(Revenue) Gariyaband,
has been appointed as
CEO District Panchayat
Surguja and Namrata
Jain (IAS-2019) working
as SDM (Revenue)
Saraipali has been ap-
pointed as CEO District
Panchayat Korea. Amit
Kumar (IAS-2019) work-
ing as SDM (Revenue)
Mungeli, has been ap-
pointed as CEO District
Panchayat Rajnandgaon.

Ch’garh’s Covid-19 vaccination
count crosses 5 cr mark

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 03:
Chhattisgarh has hit yet
another milestone in the
nationwide Covid-19 vac-
cination drive, as the
state’s vaccination count
crossed the 5 crore mark,
with a total of 5, 00, 10,
332 jabs administered till
Sunday. From these, 2,
24, 49, 317 were inoculat-
ed as the first dose, 2, 02,

65, 772 as the second dose,
and 72, 95, 293 as the pre-
cautionary dose.

Meanwhile, nearly 94
per cent of the adult pop-
ulation in the state, 62 per
cent teens in the 15-18 age
group, and 55 per cent of
children in the 12-14 age
group have received both
shots of the Covid-19 vac-
cine.

A total of 01, 85, 13, 230
citizens above 18 years of

age, 10, 21, 128 teens in
the 15-18 age group, and
07, 31, 364 children in the
12-14 age group have re-
ceived both doses of the
Covid-19 vaccine.
Besides, precaution
doses have been adminis-
tered to 17, 78, 411 health
workers, frontline work-
ers, and people above 60
years of age and 55, 16,
822 citizens in the 18-59
age group.

Durga Ashtami celebrated with
religious fervour, gaiety

Raipur, Oct 03: Durga
Puja was celebrated with
fervour and gaiety in
Raipur. In some areas the
mass feeding was organ-
ised in which ‘bhog’ and
‘prasad’ were distributed
to the devotees. ‘Havans’
were also performed in the
puja pandals in evening
hours in which heavy rush
was witnessed despite
slight showers in various
parts of the city in the
evening hours. Mata
Mandir at Akashwani

Road, Kalibadhi, Mana,
Tatibandhi, Purani Basti,
Gudhiywari witnessed
good rush from morning
hours and special puja
was conducted on the oc-
casion of Durga Ashtami.
People are allowed to give
offerings and queue was
also maintained by volun-
teers. Since morning, peo-
ple were seen assembling
at the Puja Pandals as well
as in traditional Durga
Pujas organized to offer
puja rituals wearing new

attire. The nine day long
Navratra Pooja will culmi-
nate on Tuesday with
Navami. In various areas
Maa Durga’s pandals are
decorated with colourful
lights and flowers from all
around. Aarti of Matarani
is being performed in the
morning and evening. The
women devotees all decked
up attended the Mahaarti.
Little girls played Dandiya
in small circle in premises
as a part of rituals in some
of the temple premises.

‘Nyaydhani’ Bilaspur gets the gift
of another new flight service: CM

Raipur, Oct 03: The judi-
cial capital i.e. the
‘Nyaydhani’ of
Chhattisgarh, Bilaspur,
was connected to Indore,
the financial capital of
Madhya Pradesh, through
a new flight service com-
menced today. This new
airline enroute Bilaspur-
Indore-Bilaspur is a major
gift for Nyaydhani
Bilaspur. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia virtually inaugu-
rated the Bilaspur-Indore-
Bilaspur flight services
today. Chief Minister
Baghel from his residence
office in the capital city
Raipur and Union
Minister Scindia from
New Delhi virtually
flagged off the flight from
Bilasa Devi Kenwat
Airport, Chakarbhanta
Bilaspur.

While congratulating
the residents of Bilaspur
and Indore on the occasion
of the launch of the
Bilaspur-Indore airline,

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that
Chhattisgarh Government
is making every possible
effort to ensure the expan-
sion of the air services and
connectivity. He demanded
the commencement of air
services from Bilaspur to
other major cities such as
Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, and Bangalore.
Urging the Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia to
start international air
service from Swami
Vivekananda Airport
Raipur and to establish an
International Cargo Hub
here, Baghel said that
Raipur Airport has been
developed as per the inter-
national standards and is
now ready to host the in-
ternational flights.

Chief Minister said that
Chhattisgarh Government
has provided 461.20 acres
of land free of cost to the
Airport Authority of India
for Raipur Airport, on
which runway extension,
new terminal building,
and construction of ATC
tower have been built in
accordance with the inter-
national standard. The
pending demand for land
for airport development,
and security-related prob-
lems of airport complexes
have been resolved by the
state government, said
Chief Minister.

Chief Minister Baghel
also requested Union
Minister Scindia to com-
mence air services for
cities like Varanasi,
Ranchi, Patna, and
Bhubaneshwar, while con-
necting Ambikapur to
Bilaspur, Raipur under the
Regional Connectivity
Scheme.

Providing information
about the efforts of the

state government for the
expansion of Bilaspur air-
port, Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel said that State
Government has upgraded
the Bilaspur airport to the
3-C VFR category. Alliance
Air Company started the
first regular domestic
flight from Bilaspur to
Delhi-Jabalpur-Bilaspur-
Prayagraj on 01 March
2021, and a regular flight
from Bilaspur to Bhopal
was also started from 05
June 2022.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said that the
Central Government is
ready to provide all possi-
ble help for the expansion
of aviation services in
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Congratulating and ex-
tending best wishes to the
residents of Bilaspur and
Indore on the commence-
ment of this new flight
service, he said that the de-
mand for providing a night
landing facility at Bilaspur
airport is fair, but addition-
al land would be required
for the expansion of the
runway of the airport.

Chief Minister Baghel
said in this regard that

1000 acres of land adjoin-
ing Chakarbhata airport
was given to the army by
the state government.
However, due to non-uti-
lization, the state govern-
ment is trying to take the
land back, which will be
utilized for the expansion

of the airport. Mr. Scindia
said that both the cities of
Bilaspur and Indore are of
great importance economi-
cally and religiously and
the commencement of
flight services between the
two will be beneficial for
residents of both cities.

CM Baghel and Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
virtually flagged off
the Bilaspur-Indore-
Bilaspur flight service

There is a demand to
start international air-
line from Raipur

Request to connect
the nearby major
cities like Varanasi,
Ranchi, Patna,
Bhubaneshwar with
Ambikapur, Bilaspur,
Raipur via air services

Bilaspur-Indore-Bilaspur
flight service will be available
four days a week including
Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
and Sunday. The flight from
Bilaspur will depart at 11:35
am and reach Indore at
1:25pm. Similarly, the return
flight from Indore will depart
at 1:55 pm and will reach
Bilaspur at 3:45 pm. Around
50 passengers boarded the
first flight today from
Bilaspur to Indore. The 72-
seater aircraft is being oper-
ated by Alliance Air on this
route. Madhya Pradesh Water
Resources Minister Tulsi
Silawat and Indore MP
Shankar Lalwani joined the
programme virtually from
Indore. Parliamentary

Secretary Dr. Rashmi Singh,
Bilaspur MP Arun Sao, MLA
Dharamlal Kaushik and
Shailesh Pandey, Mayor
Ramsharan Yadav, Bilaspur
Zila Panchayat President Arun
Chauhan, Apex Bank
Chairman Baijnath
Chandrakar, Tourism Board
President Atal Shrivastava,
District Co-operative Bank
Bilaspur President Pramod
Nayak, Krishi Upaj Mandi
Board Chairman Rajendra
Shukla along with many pub-
lic representatives were pres-
ent. Secretary Aviation
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi and Director
Aviation N.N. Ekka were pres-
ent at the Chief Minister’s
residence.

Bilaspur- Indore- Bilaspur flights
four days a week

RS Rana appointed
Special Secy.
School Education
deptt and Director
SCERT

In the Gouthan in
Gram Bhaiso
(Pamgarh) in last 1
month

Ch’garh records 1249.8 mm
average rainfall so far

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  An average rainfall of
1249.8 mm has been recorded in
Chhattisgarh since June 1. The highest
rainfall of 2393.1 mm was recorded in
the Bijapur district while the Surguja
district recorded the lowest average
rainfall of 585.5 mm. This is based on
the district-wise rainfall statistics from
June 01 to October 03. According to the
information received from the state-
level control room for flood disaster
management, Surajpur has received
969.6 mm of rainfall since June 1.
Similarly, Balrampur received 1004.0
mm rainfall, Jashpur 1026.5 mm,
Koriya 870.1 mm, Raipur 913.6 mm,
Balodabazar 1157.2 mm, Gariyaband
1263.9 mm, Mahasamund 1155.5 mm,
Dhamtari 1303.1 mm, Bilaspur 1440.9
mm, Mungeli 1308.3 mm, Raigarh
1194.7 mm, Janjgir-Champa 1359.7
mm, Korba 1210.4 mm, Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi 1065.8 mm, Durg
960.1 mm, Kabirdham 1117.5 mm,
Rajnandgaon 1217.7 mm, Balod 1285.3
mm, Bemetara 715.7 mm, Bastar
1815.7 mm, Kondagaon 1274.9 mm,
Kanker 1530.5 mm, Narayanpur 1459.7
mm, Dantewada 1803.3 mm and
Sukma recorded an average rainfall of
1593.5 mm.

On occasion of
Wildlife
Conservation week

An idol of Goddess Durga by Vijeta Complex
Durgaotsav Samiti Complex, in New Rajendra Nagar as
part of nine-day ‘Navratri’ festival.

‘Conscientiousness, integrity, and sacrifice are necessary
to achieve the goal in life’: Prof. Chakrawal

BBiillaassppuurr,,  OOcctt  0033:: The 153rd
birth anniversary of the Father
of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi
and the 119th birth anniversary
of former Prime Minister of the
nation, Late Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri ji were organized with
National Unity Rally and pres-
entation of hymns On October
02, 2022, at Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University).

At the program organized
under the Amrit Mahotsav of
the 75th Independence, the
Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal paid floral
tributes before the oil painting
of Gandhiji and the statue of
Lal Bahadur Shastri at 9 am in
the Department of
Management Studies. After
this, the University family par-
ticipated in the National
Integration Rally on the occa-
sion of International Non-
Violence Day from the
Department of Management
Studies to the Silver Jubilee
Auditorium in an atmosphere
full of enthusiasm, excitement,
and gaiety under the leader-
ship of the Honorable Vice-
Chancellor. 

In the program organized in
Hall No. 1 of Rajat Jayanti
Sabhagar, the guests lit the
lamp and offered flowers

before the oil paintings of Maa
Saraswati, Sant Guru Ghasidas
ji, Mahatma Gandhi and Shastri
ji. The guests were welcomed
with saplings. The Coordinator
of the program, Dr. M.N.
Tripathi, Dean Student Welfare
delivered the welcome
address. Thereafter, the
Tarang Band gave an enchanti-
ng performance of Mahatma
Gandhi’s favorite hymns in 6
languages.

On this auspicious occasion,
the Chief Guest of the pro-
gram, the Vice-Chancellor of
the University, Prof. Chakrawal
paid ardent tributes to the two
illustrious sons of the country,
the Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi and the
builder of the nation, Late Shri
Lal Bahadur Shastri ji. He
stressed that there is a need to
imbibe values like truth, non-
violence, sense of responsibili-
ty, loyalty, and honesty in life.

Prof. Chakrawal called upon
everyone to try to be free from
the wrong of denigrating oth-
ers. All should understand the
importance of character in life
because a person becomes
great not by body and position
but by character. Human
beings have empathy which
distinguishes them from ani-
mals. We should understand
each other’s pain, and incul-

cate in ourselves truth and sim-
plicity, the guiding principles
of Gandhi ji and Shastri ji. That
would be our true tribute to
both the great men.

Present as Special Guest at
the program, Professor
Nilambari Dave, Former Vice-
Chancellor, Saurashtra
University, Rajkot, Gujarat said
that we should move forward
with simplicity and perspica-
ciousness towards the noble
goals of life. We should sacri-
fice ourselves for the interests
of others rather than for our-
selves. She stressed that in the
present times youth must take
inspiration and imbibe the
ideals from the personality and
work of both the great leaders.
Led by their great thoughts, we
will be able to become Vishwa
Guru once again. She paid
heartfelt tributes to both the
noble personalities.

At the end, the vote of
thanks was given by the
Registrar of the University,
Prof. Manish Srivastava. The
guests were honored with
presentation of mementos on
the occasion. The program was
compered by Dr. Bhaskar
Chaurasia, the Cultural
Coordinator. The program
ended with the National
Anthem. On this occasion, two
bicycles were presented to the
university by the non-teaching
staff member, Mr. Satish
Saraf. Deans, heads of depart-
ments, teachers, officers,
employees, and students of all
the schools participated in the
program.

Shiv Sainiks take out 101
mt long ‘Chunari Yatra’

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  The District
Unit of Shiv Sena tok out
‘Chunari Yatra’ on Oct 1 from
Amapara Sheetala Mata
Mandir. This 101 mt long
‘Chunari Yatra’ was dedicated
from Sheetala Mata Mandir to
Mahamaya Mata Mandir and
blessings were sought for
peace and happiness of all.

District President HN Singh
Paliwar informed that Shiv
Sena take out ‘Chunari Yatra’
on occasion of ‘Chaitra’ and
‘Sharadiya Navratri’ all over
the state and seek blessings of
peace and prosperity of all in
the state.

In this Yatra, mainly Resham
Jangde, Suraj Sahu, Lokesh
Thakur, Rahul Sonwani,
Santosh Makandey, Bablu
Jangde, Himanshu Sharma,
Prafulla Sahu, Sanjay Sonkar,

Sai Prajpati, Neha Tiwari,
Laxmi Kashyap, Mamta, Anand
Tiwari, Moh. Akib, Vicky
Nishad, Bhekhlal Chandrakar,
Suraj Gupta, Anand Sahu and
other Shiv Sainiks and women
were present.

Department of Transfusion
Medicine to be opened soon

Raipur, Oct 03:
Transfusion medicine de-
partments will soon be
opened in the medical col-
leges of Chhattisgarh. For
this the state government
has given consent.

Following the instructions
of the Health Secretary,
medical colleges have been
asked to send proposals in
this regard.

It is notable that under
the guideline of National
Blood Transfusion
Council (NBTC) and
National AIDS Control
Organization (NACO), a

separate transfusion medi-
cine department is to be
started in medical col-
leges, in which blood bank
management and blood re-
lated diseases like sickle
cell, thalassemia, anemia
disease treatment and  re-
search can be done along
with other diseases. But
till now no separate trans-
fusion medicine depart-
ment has opened in any
medical colleges of the
state. The department will
open soon after getting the
green signal from the gov-
ernment. With this, two to
five seats for transfusion
medicine will also be
opened in each of the med-
ical colleges, which will be
a big opportunity for the
medical students.

Awareness campaign by Saubhagya Foudation
Raipur, Oct 03:
Saubhagya Foundation
conducted a public aware-
ness campaign at Maa
Danteshwari Darbar in
Dantewada district.
Awareness was created on
nutrition, education,
health and respect to
women.

A ‘Mahaprasadi
Bhandari’ (community

meal) was organised for all
devotees, volunters, police
staff and temple workers.

Saubhagya Foundation
patron Rashmi
Sharma, president
Pallavi Pandey, pro-
gramme organiser
Satish Singh, Vinod
Singh, Nitin Pandey,
Pritha Chouhan,
Shashi, Jitendra Singh

and Soubhagya Pandey
were present on the occa-
sion.

Indian trade expect Diwali festive sale
to grow up to 125 lakh cr: CAIT

Raipur, Oct 02: CAIT
National Senior Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President Jitendra
Doshi, State Working
President Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed that after two
years of Covid slump, it is
certain that it will be alto-
gether a different Diwali
festival this year having
some very pecuniary fea-
tures including repeated
boycott of Chinese goods

and mass usage of Indian
goods strengthening the vi-
sion of Vocal for Local &
Atmnirbhar Bharat.
Currently, from the day of
first Navratri, the footfall
of consumer in offline
markets & their inclina-
tion towards buying
Indian goods indicates bet-
ter business prospects dur-
ing upcoming festival peri-
od.

Mr. Amar Parwani,
Senior National Vice
President &  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi, State President  of
the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) said
that it is expected that
Diwali festive sales will
touch a turnover of about
125 lakh crore rupees and
China will suffer a trade
loss of about 50 thousand
crores of rupees for the fes-
tival goods those were ear-
lier imported in to India.
Interestingly, the consumer
who was making demands
of Chinese goods in the past
is now asking the trader not

to show him any Chinese
goods which is a major shift
in consumer behaviour.

Mr. Parwani  & Mr. Doshi
said that prominent retail
verticals like FMCG goods,
Consumer durables, Toys,
Electrical Appliances and
goods, Electronic
Appliances & white goods,
Kitchen articles and acces-
sories, gift items, confec-
tionary items, sweets, home
furnishing, tapestry, uten-
sils, gold & jewelry ,
footwear, watches, furni-
ture, fixtures, garments,
builders hardware, paints.
fashion apparels, cloth,
home decoration goods,
Diwali pooja goods includ-
ing clay Diyas , Deity’s,
wall hangings, handicraft
items, textiles, good fortune
symbols like Shubh-Laabh,
Om, feats of Goddess
Lakshmi for home decor
and decorative items made
by artisans, craftsmen etc.
will remain the key goods
of sale during festive sea-
son.

IIIT-NR organizes awareness camp
on ‘Poshan Abhiyaan’

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  Under the aegis
of Poshan Abhiyan of the
Government of India, the
National Service Scheme (NSS)
unit of IIIT-NR, in collaboration
with Institute Social
Responsibility (ISR) cell, organ-
ized an awareness drive in the
nearby Government School of
Navagaav (Sector-28) Naya
Raipur. The campaign aimed to
disseminate knowledge about
the importance of nutrition in our
lives and to promote practices
that nurture health, wealth, and
immunity to disease and malnu-
trition. The Poshan Abhiyan is a
government of India’s flagship
program to improve the nutri-
tional outcome for children, ado-
lescent girls, pregnant women,
and lactating mothers.

Dr. Lakhindar Murmu,
Program Officer of the NSS unit
of IIIT-NR, led the local cam-

paign. Dr. Murmu and his team of
volunteers addressed the stu-
dents and told them about the
dietary benefits of various food
items. They also explained the
various components of a bal-
anced diet and their right propor-
tions. Sudhansu Tripathi,
Secretary, NSS, IIIT-NR, along
with Anand Singh and Rajeev
Ranjan, Executive Members of
the institute’s NSS wing, also
interacted with the staff of the
school as well as the parents of

these children and generated
awareness regarding the impor-
tance of nutrition and a balanced
diet among the children.

The school administration
appreciated the efforts and con-
tributions of the NSS unit of IIIT-
NR towards various schemes
such as the Swachchha Bharat
Abhiyaan, Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav, Poshan Abhiyan, and
so on, thereby invoking a sense
of responsibility and social serv-
ice among the volunteers.

CM attends convocation ceremony 

Raipur, Oct 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
participated in the  con-
vocation ceremony or-
ganised by ICICI
Academy of Skills at
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence. ICICI Bank’s
Academy of Skills is pro-
viding training to the
poor and needy children
on skill development and
making them employable

in Chhattisgarh.
Livelihood College and
Academy of Skills are
being run by ICICI
Foundation in Durg.

Along with skill devel-
opment, social awareness
and life skills are being
given to children. Women
empowerment is also
being done through  self-
employment and many
families are getting bene-
fitted. Work is being done
to develop other skills in-
cluding mobile repairing
in the Juvenile Center.

ICICI Bank operates 120
branches in
Chhattisgarh. Chief
Minister presents certifi-
cates to the  students of
ICICI Academy of Skills.
Chief Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel said today 2nd
October is the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma
Gandhi ji and Shastri ji.
It is a matter of great hap-
piness that ICICI Bank is
working not only in bank-
ing but also in social sec-
tor. Every year one and a
half thousand children
are getting ready for em-
ployment, congratula-
tions for the unique ini-
tiative of the bank.
Children’s dreams will
come true with this ef-
fort, many congratula-
tions to all the children
who have been got certifi-
cates today and best wish-
es for a bright future.

RIPA will play a vital role in 
realizing Gandhi’s dream: CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  On the occasion
of Gandhi Jayanti,Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel inau-
gurated the ambitious
‘Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park Scheme’ of the
Chhattisgarh government and
laid the foundation stone of
300 rural industrial parks in dif-
ferent districts of the state. On
the initiative of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, Gauthans of
the state are being developed
as Rural Industrial Parks to
provide employment and addi-
tional  income sources to the
poor rural families of the state.
Various livelihood activities are
being conducted here with the
joint effort of the state govern-
ment and the rural populace .

Addressing the program, the
Chief Minister said that
Mahatma Gandhi’s dream of a
self-reliant villages would be
fulfilled by Rural Industrial

Park (RIPA). Gandhiji envi-
sioned Gram Swaraj in our
country and our government is
making every effort to make it
a reality, work is being done in
that direction with the Narva
Garuva Ghurva Bari scheme.
Vermi compost, lamp,paint and
alot of other goods are being
manufactured  from cow dung.
Women are becoming self-
reliant with the Bari scheme,
the Bari scheme is also helping
in fighting malnutrition. The
nature of Gauthan is changing
now, the work in the direction
of providing training for
employment will also be done
here. Women are doing both
the work of fighting malnutri-
tion and increasing their fami-
ly’s income. Millets are getting
substantial price, after milling,
millets are being sold for Rs
120 per kg. Mahatma Gandhi
Rural Industrial Park is being
set up in the selected rural
areas of the state to develop
them as livelihood centers
which will act as rural produc-

tion and service centers.
The Chief Minister further

said that it is the state govern-
ment’s  responsibility to pro-
vide a market to sell the prod-
ucts being manufactured in
Gauthans. He further said that
manufacturing of bardana’s is
a very large industry and it
should be included  in rural
industrial parks. Women of
Baloda Bazar wish to manufac-
ture bardana through Rural
Industrial parks. C Marts have
been established in every dis-
tricts to provide a platform to
sell homegrown products made
in the state at a fair price. He
further said that the producer
now has just has to produce
according to the demand, from
an economic point of view it is
necessary that the production
should be according to the
demand. Considering the need
and local resources, it has to be
decided that which items are
to be produced in which Rural
industrial parks. The Chief
Minister said that the youths of

rural areas who want to start
their own industries should
also be provided co working
space in the Rural Industrial
Park where state-of-the-art
technology will be used for
processing and value addition
process of agricultural,horti-
cultural  and minor forest pro-
duce ,the finished goods will be
marketed at national and inter-
national level. For this, the
State Planning Commission
has signed an MoU with Tata
Technologies.

Panchayat and Rural
Development and Agriculture
Minister Ravindra Choubey
while addressing the program
said that Rural Industrial Park
will take the development
story of Chhattisgarh to new
heights. Here a continuous
training program will be run for
the youth in livelihood oriented
activities. 

The economic activities that
have started in the Gauthans
have boosted the confidence of
rural women. He said that the

rural women and youth are
willing to start new activities
like Murrah industry, Poha
industry, Dona-pattal manufac-
turing, Fabric manufacturing
from Banana fiber, Gunpowder
production. 8600 Gauthans
have been prepared in
Chhattisgarh. In order to real-
ize the vision of Bapu’s Gram
Suraj, there is a need to imple-
ment this scheme in the rest of
the Gauthans in the coming
time.

During the program, the
Chief Minister discussed with
the women and youth associat-
ed with the Rural Industrial
Parks of Jarve in Janjgir-
Champa district, Amaldih in
Bemetara district, Saraghu
Navgaon in Kanker district,
Latuva in Balodabazar and the
Gothan in Dongitarai village of
Raigarh during the program.He
also took information about the
activities conducted there.
Describing the Rural Industrial
Park scheme as a good initia-
tive of the state government,
the women of the Self-Help
Groups said that our confi-
dence has increased with this
scheme and our family income
has increased substantially as
well.  Additional Chief
Secretary, Panchayat and Rural
Development Department, Mr.
Subrata Sahu and Mission
Director State Rural Livelihood
Mission Mr. Avneesh Sharan
also gave detailed information
about the Mahatma Gandhi
Rural Industrial Park scheme.
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Of self-supporting
villages

CM launches
‘Mahatma Gandhi
Rural Industrial
Park Scheme’ on
Gandhi Jayanti

Virtual
Bhoomipujan of
about 300 RIPAs
done in various 
districts

Of ICIC Bank’s
Academy of Skills

China is expected
to suffer loss of Rs
50000 crore festive
trade

In State Medical
Colleges  

KKoonnttaa,,  OOcctt  0033:: On the occasion of
Mahatma Gandhi Jayanti, the
officers and jawans of CRPF 228
Battalion deployed in the securi-
ty of the area celebrated Gandhi
Jayanti with the children of
Pedakurti POTA Cabin and the
jawans carried out a cleanliness
campaign in the entire POTA
Cabin complex with the children.
A large number of jawans and
children, including Vahini’s
Assistant Commandant Raja
POTA Cabin Superintendent
Rafiq, participated in the pro-
gramme. 

In the Gandhi Jayanti program

organized by the CRPF 228
Battalion  posted in Pedakurti,
the children reached POTA
Cabin, the Assistant
Commandant Raja threw light on
Gandhi Jayanti and his principles.

He explained the ideals closely to
the children, informed the chil-
dren about the valuable contribu-
tion of Mahatma Gandhi in the
independence of the country,
along with the distribution of

sweets to the children, after
which everyone together started
a cleanliness campaign in the
POTA Cabin premises.  During
this, there was a lot of enthusi-
asm among the children after
finding the soldiers among them
and the children thanked the
CRPF as well as POTA Cabin
Superintendent Mohammad
Rafiq said that the officers of
CRPF.  Kari has always been help-
ing us and has also given many
children’s needs like sports
equipment, mosquito nets to the
children in the civic action pro-
gram as well as providing med-

ical facilities.
Children are the future of the

country: Asst. Comdt. Raja 
Raja, the Assistant

Commandant of CRPF 228
Battalion, said that children are
the future of the country and
Mahatma Gandhi had a lot of love
for children, information about
his biography and contribution
was given to the children, which
the children also listened with
enthusiasm. It was felt that in the
coming days also, more pro-
grams will be organized by CRPF
228 Battalion for the children and
we are ready to help them too.

Jawans along with the children launched a cleanliness campaign



Central Chronicle News

Konta, Oct 03: The town of
Konta, situated at the end
of the Chhattisgarh border,
is immersed in the devo-
tional atmosphere of
Shardiya Navratri these
days. The holy festival of
Navratri started from 26
September 2022. Now only
a few days are left for the
worship of the mother in
Shardiya Navratri.

The 66th Shardiya
Navratri is being celebrat-
ed with great fervor and
pomp in the courtyard of
Sri Sri Manikeshwar
Swami ji, the 500-year-old
oldest temple of Konta
Nagar, which has been rec-
ognized as the holy land of
Sri Sri Manikeshwar.

It is said that the wor-
ship of Navratri was start-
ed 65 years ago by the an-
cestors of the city.

Following which and tak-
ing over the reins given by
them, today's young gener-
ation is carrying forward
this practice and perform-
ing the worship of
Navratri.

Faith rising in 
Goddess's court 

The presence of women
friendly to the faith is in-
creasing day by day to have
darshan of Mataji seated
in Sri Sri Sri Manikeshwar
temple premises. Like
every year, this year also,
under the aegis of
Durgotsav Samiti, on the
occasion of 66th Shardiya
Navratri, the atmosphere
of Konta city is being
transformed into a devo-
tional atmosphere with
great pomp and gaiety.
Lalita Panchami fast is ob-
served on the fifth day of
Shardiya Navratri i.e. on
the fifth day of Shukla

Paksha of Ashwin month.
Along with Skandmata,
Goddess Lalita is also wor-
shiped on this day. There is
an influx of devotees since
morning to offer prayers to
Skandmata. On the day of

Panchami, from 10 am in
the court of Mata Rani,
Kumkum is worshiped by
women in the shelter of
Mataji. From the begin-
ning of Navratri, from 6
pm onwards, worship of

the Mother starts with the
recitation of Lalita
Shastra, after Maha Aarti,
Prasad is distributed and
Bhajan Kirtan is complet-
ed by the devotees of
Bhajan Mandali till 10 pm.
Keeping this in mind,
every day, from the elders
of the city to women, men,
young men and women and
children, everyone prays
for happiness and prosperi-
ty after visiting the mother.

Manikeshwar temple is
the focal point of faith

for the residents of
Konta area

The 500-year-old Sri Sri
Manikeshwar Shiva
Temple is considered the
focal point of faith for the
residents of this area.
From Durga festival to
Shivratri festival, all kinds
of festivals have been cele-
brated in a grand manner
in this ancient temple
premises. Where there is a
crowd of devotees accord-
ing to the faith.

In the Shardiya Navratri,
the atmosphere of the tem-
ple premises is filled with
devotional atmosphere
from the devotees of all the
three nations. On the last
day of Navratri, a grand
event is organized in Konta
by the artists adorned with
the tableau and the cos-
tumes of the deities.
Artists are called from
three states, to see which
hundreds of devotees reach
from all three states, due to
which Konta Dussehra re-
mains a separate identity
for South Bastar

International Day of Older Persons 
celebrated at Shankaracharya Bhawan
Central Chronicle News

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  OOcctt  0033::  District
level felicitation ceremony
was organized on
International Day of Old Age
Persons at Shankaracharya
Cultural Bhawan, District
Headquarters Mahasamund.
On this occasion, along with
health check-up, sports com-
petitions, assistive devices
were also provided to the
needy old people. The Chief
Guest of the program,
Parliamentary Secretary and
Mahasamund MLA Shri Vinod

Sevenlal Chandrakar honored
the elderly people by washing
their feet and garlanding
them with flowers.On this oc-
casion President of Municipal
Council Smt. Rashmi
Mahilang, President of
Agricultural Produce Market
Shri Heera Banjare, Mandi
Vice President Govind Sahu,
President of District Scout
Guide Shri Daulal Chandrakar,
Dr. Rashmi Chandrakar, Chief
Executive Officer of District
Panchayat Shri S. Alok,
Deputy Director of Social
Welfare Department, Smt.

Sangeeta Singh, Shri Sanjay
Pandey, public representa-
tives, dignitaries and old peo-
ple were present in large num-
bers. Addressing the
Parliamentary Secretary, Shri
Chandrakar said that respect-
ing the elderly is an act of
virtue and it is our tradition to
respect elders.  He said that in
our culture the elderly have a
very high and ideal place,but
the irony is that today the per-
son who spreads the shade
like a banyan to the whole
family has to remain helpless
in the old age home. 

Central Chronicle News

RRaajjiimm,,  OOcctt  0033::  This year the Dussehra
festival, the victory of truth over un-
truth, will be celebrated on
Wednesday, October 5. The tradi-
tional Dussehra festival is celebrat-
ed in a grand manner in Rajim, the
religious city of Prayagraj,
Chhattisgarh. 

Regarding the preparation of
Dussehra festival, members of Shri
Rajiv Lochan Trust Committee and
Dussehra Utsav Committee took
stock of the venue on Saturday.
Special arrangements are being
made for the cleanliness of the
venue, barricading, light and sound
arrangements and the seating
arrangements for the citizens visit-
ing the Dussehra festival. 

It should be known that in the
religious city of Rajim, Lord Shri
Rajivlochan reaches the Dussehra
festival ground and kills Ravana as
a representative of trust,but there
was no burning of Ravana in
Rajim, rather, the slaughter is
done symbolically and this tradi-
tion is years old. 

The traditional Ravana Angad
dialogue is presented mainly in the
Dussehra festival ground and
Sagar Sonkar, who has been play-
ing the role of Ravana for years,
passed away this year, the impor-
tant role of Ravana has been decid-
ed to be played by Faguram Nishad

of the city. To take stock of the
preparations at Dussehra festival
ground this morning, Tehsildar Rajim
Krishna Murti Dewan, Municipal
Inspector Rahul Tiwari, Trust

Committee and Dussehra Festival
Committee, including the temple's
Sarvarkar Raju Singthakur, President
of Nagar Panchayat Rajim, Jitendra
Raju Sonkar were actively present.

Devotees throng temples 
on Navratri festival

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Oct 03:
The festival of 'Sharadiya
Navratri' is being celebrat-
ed across the district with
traditional gaiety.
Morning and evening
Aarti and Devi Jasgeets,
are turning the atmos-
phere of devotion and
devotees are thronging to
have darshan in the god-
dess temples from morn-
ing till late night.

Apart from the Maa
Bamleshwari temple lo-
cated in Dongargarh,
thousands of devotees are
reaching the Devi temples
established across the dis-
trict every day.

The festival of Shardiya
Navratri started from Sep
26 and from the very first
day, a huge crowd is being
witnessed in Maa
Bamleshwari temple, Maa
Bhavani temple at Dhara

Karela, Chandi temple lo-
cated at Sukuldaihan
Bamhani, Barfani temple
of the city, Durga temple
at Killapara, Maa Kali
temple at Bharkapara, be-
sides Devi temples located
in various wards remains
the same.

Due to the opening of
the season, the crowd in
the pandals also increased
and Goddess idols have
been installed in the
major squares and wards
of the city on the occasion
of Sharadiya Navratri,
apart from Goddess
Durga, idols of Maa Kali
and Maa Saraswati have
also been established.

Garba festival is also
celebrated on Navratri fes-
tival and is being organ-
ized every day in many
major places of the city,
where thousands of peo-
ple are thronging to enjoy
Garba.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  04,  2022

‘Maha-arti’ and ‘bhog’
marked 6th day of Navratri

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Oct 03: On the
6th day of 'Navratri' in vil-
lage Birkoni's famous
Goddess Durga temple,
'Maha-arti' was participat-
ed by hundreds of devo-
tees. The temples were res-
onating with sounds of
bells and 'bhajans' along
with drumbeats.

On this day, the idol of
Goddess Durga was deco-
rated in special way and
the devotees were found
eager to have a look.
During the 'Aarti', the en-
tire temple premises was
jam-packed with devotees
thronging in large number.

Prior to this the arrival
of devotees started since
morning and by evening at
5:00 pm, the long queue of
devotees started forming

and which continued till
10:00 in the night in
Goddess 'Durga's Darbar'.

The devotees on this oc-
casion took part in the
'Aarti' and then offered
prayers and obeisance to
the Goddess and took the
blessings for peace & pros-
perity of all in the family.
After the 'maha-arti', the
Goddess was offered 'bhog'
with 56 different delicacies
and which was later dis-

tributed to the devotees.
The people were found

staying in the 'pandals'
late at night. Similarly
prayers were also offered
in Khallari, Mahamaya,
Sheetal, Mouli Mandirs
along with 'maha-arti' by
the devotees. On this occa-
sion Mandalis from differ-
ent villages presented reli-
gious songs based upon
Goddess Durga and 
'jasgeets'.

Collector takes part in cycle rally
Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Oct 03: On
occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti, Collector Doman
Singh took part in the cycle
rally organised on occa-
sion of 'Ayushman Bharat'
fortnight under the
'Ayushman Bharat PM Jan
Arogya Yojana' and Dr
Khoobchand Baghel
Swasthya Sahayata Yojana.

On this occasion
Collector cycled along
with people and motivated
them to get Ayushman
Card under 'Ayushman
Bharat' fortnight. At the
same time, people will be
motivated to get
'Ayushman Card' made
through 'Ayushman
Awareness Rath'.

Collector on this occa-
sion urged the people to
get the Ayushman Card
made for all the family
members and added that
by keeping awareness
about health, people

should take maximum
benefit of the health
schemes of the govern-
ment. He asked the benefi-
ciaries present to get the
Ayushman card made for
their family members.

It is notable here that
'Ayushman Bharat' fort-
night will be organised till
Oct 7. In this cycle rally,

school students, NCC
cadets enthusiastically
took part. On this occasion
Collector CL Markandey,
Jt. Collector Indira
Devhari, Jt. Collector
Khemlal Verma, Dy.
Collector Saraswati
Banjare and officers and
employees from other de-
partment were present.

The objective of holding
cycle rally on occasion of
'Ayushman Bharat' fort-
night is to ensure making
of 'Ayushman cards' to all
the eligible beneficiary ra-
tion card-holds under
'Ayushman Bharat PM
Jan Arogya Yojana'; 'Dr
Khoobchand Baghel
Swasthya Sahayata

Yojana' and
Mukhyamantri Vishesh
Swasthya Sahayata Yojana
in the district.

Through cycle rally, in-
formation will be given
about free of cost medical
treatment in the regis-
tered government and pri-
vate medical hospitals
under this scheme. For
making Ayushman Bharat
Card, one should bring his
ration card and Aadhar
Card and this has to be
made separately for all the
members of the family.

For this the family mem-
bers can approach nearest
Choice Centre along with
all in the family and get
the Ayushman Bharat
Card made. At the same
time it is also being made
in Government Medical
Hospital Pendri, District
Hospital Basantpur, Urban
Primary Health Centre
Shankarpur, Lakhouli,
Motipur and Old Hospital
Gurudwara Chowk.

To create awareness about ‘Ayushman Bharat Card’
p At Maa Adhishakti

famous temple in
Gram Birkoni

Central Chronicle News

Nagri-Sihawa, Oct 03:
Block Congress
Committee (BCC) Nagri
on occasion of birth an-
niversary of Father of
Nation Mahatma Gandhi
garlanded the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi in
Gandhi Udyan in Nagri on
Sunday and all Congmen
offered rich tributes to
Mahatma.

Later a foot-march was
also taken out from
Gandhi Udyan to MLA's
office. During this MLA
Sihawa Dr Laxmi Dhruv
said that it was 'Bapu' who
taught us to follow on the
path of truth and non-vio-
lence and explained the

true meaning of love, sym-
pathy, harmony and hu-
manity.

It is by following on the
path shown by Bapu that
we can contribute in na-
tion building, she added.
In this programme, MLA
Sihawa Dr Laxmi Dhruv,
PCC member LL Dhruv,
BCC Nagri Bhushan Sahu,
MLA's rep Rudra Pratap

Nag, District Panchayat
Member Meena Banjare,
Nikesh Thakur, Amritlal
Nag, Kamlesh Mishra,
Makhan Bherwa, Ravi
Thakur, Nagar Panchayat
Alderman Peman
Swarnaver, Corporator
Jitendra Dhruv, Sunita
Nirmalkar, Gagan Nahata,
Sachin Bhansali and oth-
ers were present.

p On occasion of birth
anniversary

Congmen offered rich 
tributes to Mahatma

Pt. Tiwari delivers religious 
discourse on ‘Bhagwat Katha’

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Oct 03: On the
fifth day of the ongoing
'Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Gyan Yagna
week' at Gram Loharsi,
Litterateur SK Sonkar
reached Mandal and on
this occasion Bhagwat
Acharya Pt. Devendra
Tiwari was presenting the
'Bhagwat Katha' to devo-
tees present. In-between
the devotees urged him to
address the gathering and
during which he said that
'Bhagwat Katha' is direct
entry towards 'Moksha'.
While putting his words
on the 8th day i:e 'Ashtami'
of 'Navratri' he said that

on 'Durga Saptshati', girls
in the age-group of 2-10 yrs
are treated as form of
Goddess Durga. 2 yr girl is
named as 'Kumari', 3 yr as
'Trimurti', 4 yr at 'Kalyani',
5 yr as 'Rohini', 6 yr as
'Kalika', 7 yr as 'Chandika',
8 yr at 'Shambhavi' and 9
yr is named as 'Durga' and
10 yr as 'Subhadra'. Pt.
Tiwari said that as per
'shastra', the girls in the
age-group of 2-10 yr are in-
vited for 'Kanya bhoj' and
rituals are performed.
Sonkar further said that
'navratri' is the festival

symbolising respect to
'Nari Shakti' (women's em-
powerment) and this
brings happiness in the
family. On this occasion
devotees were present in
large number.

p Girls of 2-10 yr invited
for ‘Kanya Bhoj’ on
occasion of ‘Ashtami’

Preparations start to celebrate
the traditional Dussehra festival

Konta Nagar, immersed in the devotion of ‘Shardiya Navratri’
Manikeshwar Temple is the focal point of faith for the residents of Konta area
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Lady conductor suspended for shooting videos
onboard ST bus, uploading them on social media
Aurangabad, Oct 3 (PTI) 

A lady conductor of
the Maharashtra State
Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC)
was suspended for al-
legedly shooting videos
while sitting in the dri-
ver’s seat of a bus and up-
loading them on social
media, an official said on
Monday.

Sagar Mangal
Gowardhan, who worked

at Kalamb depot of
Osmanabad district, was
suspended from duty on
Saturday, he said.

According to the
MSRTC, Gowardhan had
shot videos while sitting
in the driver’s seat of a
bus without permission
and posted the same on
social media platforms,
thus tainting the image
of the state transport de-
partment. Last month,
the woman spoke to

other workers in foul lan-
guage outside the state
transport office, he said,
adding that the woman
has been asked to file a
reply in the next 15 days,
the official said.

Meanwhile, talking to
a Marathi new channel,
Gowardhan claimed that
the action was taken
against her because she
continued to work during
the strike called earlier
by MSRTC employees.

KCR’s talks about national party to strengthen AIMIM: Reddy
Hyderabad, Oct 3 (PTI) 

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao is
mooting the idea of ??a
national party in order to
strengthen his only politi-
cal ally, the Asaduddin
Owaisi-led AIMIM, Union
Minister for Tourism G
Kishan Reddy alleged on
Monday.

Speaking to reporters
here, he said KCR’s fami-

ly has been day-dreaming
as if KCR floated a nation-
al party and became the
Prime Minister, his
daughter became a union
minister with an impor-
tant portfolio and son be-
came the Chief Minister
of Telangana.

“As no leader is ready to
sail with him and based
on MIM’s instructions
and in order to strength-
en MIM in the country in
the coming days, today

the Kalvakuntla family
(KCR’s family) is an-
nouncing a national
party,” Reddy claimed.

KCR wants to leave
Telangana and go around
the country as the ground
under his feet is shaky, he
further said.

There is no leader
whom he did not meet
and party which he did
not seek support from.
Nobody has confidence in
KCR and that’s the reason

no party is coming for-
ward to support him, he
alleged.

Reddy said no party
survived in the world
which was established
with a “negative atti-
tude.”

The Minister took a dig
at the TRS, saying it has
only eight seats in the Lok
Sabha and with that num-
ber KCR claims that he
would steer national 
politics.

Former state home minister’s son, former
CM’s daughter, Dalit writer join AAP

Ahmedabad, Oct 3 (PTI) 

A former Congress
leader. the daughter of a
former chief minister and
a Dalit writer on Monday
joined the Aam Aadmi
Party in Gujarat, where
elections are likely to be
held in December.

Chetan Raval, son of for-
mer state home minister
Prabodh Raval and a for-
mer president of a city
unit of the Congress, had
resigned from the party on
Saturday and joined the

AAP claiming he was en-
couraged by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s “people-orient-
ed approach”.

He said the Bharatiya
Janata Party government
in the state and at the
Centre as well as the
Congress had failed to
solve people’s issues.

His father Prabodh
Raval was the home minis-
ter of the state in the 1980s
under Madhavsinh
Solanki and was also two-
time Congress state unit

president.
Nita Mehta, daughter of

former chief minister
Chhabildas Mehta, also
joined the AAP a day after
meeting Kejriwal, who
was on a two-day visit to
the state on Saturday and
Sunday.

A social worker, Mehta
said she was joining AAP
due to Kejriwal’s gover-
nance in Delhi and his
fight against inflation.

Dalit writer Sunil Jadav,
who had returned a state
government award in 2017

as a mark of protest, also
joined the AAP claiming
the ruling dispensation in
Gujarat had completely
failed in eradicating un-
touchability of Dalits.

He said atrocities like
not allowing Dalits inside
temples, ride horses in
marriage processions or
keep moustaches etc were
on the rise in the state but
no action was being taken.

The three joined in the
presence of AAP national
joint secretary Indranil
Rajguru.

Case against man who committed suicide
after killing wife, two children

Mumbai, Oct 3 (PTI):
The Mumbai police have
registered a case against
a man who committed
suicide after killing his
wife and two children two
months ago in the east-
ern suburb of Govandi
here, an official said on
Monday.

The police on Sunday
registered a case of mur-
der against Shakeel Khan
who hanged himself at

his house in Indira Nagar
area on July 29 after poi-
soning his wife and two
children, the official from
Shivaji Nagar police said.

The police had initially
registered an accidental
death report (ADR). But
the medical report later
revealed that Khan had
intentionally given his
wife Raziya and children
Sarfaraz (7) and Atika (3)
poison to kill them, he

said. Khan used to run a
grocery store in the area
and had allegedly taken
the extreme step as he
was facing losses in his
business, the official said.

The deaths came to
light when Khan did not
open his store at the
usual time and one of his
relatives came to check
on him, and peeped into
the house and saw the
bodies, he added.

After court battle, Shinde faction and
Shiv Sena to square off in first electoral

contest in Mumbai’s Andheri (East)
Mumbai, Oct 3 (PTI) 

After rebelling against
Shiv Sena leadership, the
faction led by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
will face its first populari-
ty test in the November 3
bypoll to the Andheri
(East) Assembly segment
in Mumbai, which was
represented by Shiv Sena
MLA the late Ramesh
Latke. The upcoming con-
test has generated intense
interest as both the fac-
tions of Shiv Sena are
vying for the “Bow and
Arrow” symbol of Shiv
Sena. The Election
Commission is currently
hearing the pleas to decide
the ‘real’ Shiv Sena and

the allotment of the poll
symbol. The Election
Commission on Monday
announced the schedule
for the bypoll. The count-
ing of votes will take place
on November 6.

The Andheri (East) seat
fell vacant after the death
of Latke, who had won the
seat two times in a row, in
May this year.

The ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and
the Shinde faction have
fielded Murji Patel, a for-
mer corporator of the
Mumbai civic body, in the
byelection. The Shiv Sena
led by Uddhav Thackeray
is likely to field late
Latke’s wife Rutuja Latke.

Speaking to reporters in
Pune, NCP chief Sharad

Pawar on Monday said his
party will held Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
in the byelection.

Mumbai BJP chief
Ashish Shelar on Sunday
inaugurated the party’s
central office for the by-
poll in suburban Andheri.

He tweeted that Murji
Patel enjoys a lot of sup-
port among local people.

Andheri East Assembly
constituency is one of the
26 segments located in
Mumbai Suburban dis-
trict. It is part of the
Mumbai North West Lok
Sabha constituency.

The late Latke had
wrested the seat from
Congress in 2014. In 2009, it
was represented by Suresh
Shetty of Congress.

‘Nothing can be more insulting’

New Delhi, Oct 3 (PTI) 

On the first anniversary
of Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence, the Congress on
Monday attacked the Modi
government over the con-
tinuation of Ajay Misra
‘Teni’ as a minister as it
cited the alleged involve-
ment of his son in mowing
down of farmers protest-
ing against the three farm
laws that have now been
repealed.

“Nothing can be more
insulting that the farmers
agitating against the
black laws were deliber-
ately killed while the cul-
prit remains a member of
the Union council of min-
isters,” Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
told reporters.

There was clear evi-
dence that the minister’s
son was involved in the
killing, he alleged.

Misra’s son Ashish
Misra was arrested in the
case after four farmers
were crushed under the
wheels of a convoy of
cars and four others, in-

cluding two BJP workers,
were killed in apparently
retaliatory violence.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Ramesh also
hailed Rahul Gandhi’s ad-
dress to people in
Karnataka while heavy
rains drenched him as a
“defining” moment dur-
ing the Congress’ ongoing
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

It was a historic day
and shows people’s sup-
port to the yatra, he said.
The more Gandhi and

people are praised for
this, the less it will be, he
claimed.

Congress delegates who
are part of the foot march
may vote in the election
for the party president
through postal ballots, he
said, adding there is also
a possibility that they can
come down to Bengaluru
to vote on October 17. The
yatra will be passing
through Karnataka
around that time.

Ramesh claimed that

popular support to the
yatra has rattled the BJP
and slammed the
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate’s summons to
Karnataka Congress
president D K
Shivakumar in the
National Herald case as
continuation of the gov-
ernment’s “vendetta poli-
tics”. Every effort will be
made to derail the yatra
but the Congress will con-
tinue with its efforts, he
said.

FARMERS PROTEST

Farmers block railway tracks during their protest against the Electricity (Amendment) Bill 2022, on the outskirts 
of Amritsar, Monday.

BRIEF

Z+security 
 New Delhi: Delhi

Police has provided Z+
security to Chief of
Defence Staff Gen Anil
Chauhan on the direc-
tions of Ministry of
Home Affairs, an offi-
cial said on Monday.
Chauhan on Friday be-
came India’s new Chief
of Defence Staff with a
mandate to implement
the ambitious theateri-
sation plan that aims to
ensure tri-services syn-
ergy and prepare the
armed forces for future
security challenges fac-
ing the nation. “CDS
Gen Anil Chauhan has
been provided with Z+
security on MHA’s
order,” confirmed a
senior police officer.
Gen Chauhan, a former
Eastern Army
Commander, took
charge as the country’s
senior-most military
commander over nine
months after first Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS)
Gen Bipin Rawat died
in a helicopter crash in
Tamil Nadu.

Free entry 
 Chandigarh: Zoos in

Haryana’s Bhiwani,
Rohtak and Pipli will
be open to the public
for free during the
National Wildlife Week.
The Wildlife Week is
being celebrated across
the country from
October 2 to October 8.
The main programme
will be organized in
Yamunanagar’s
Chhachhrauli on
October 6 where Forest
Minister Kanwar Pal
will be present as the
chief guest. Children
are also being encour-
aged to visit the zoos
during this period.
Painting competitions
will be organised for
children in every dis-
trict and the winners
will also be awarded.

Teens  missing
 Barabanki (UP): Two

teenage sisters from
Kola Gahbadi village
of the Jaidpur area
here went missing
after leaving home for
school, police said on
Monday. The girls
aged 13 and 14 year
are students of class
eighth and ninth at
Sai Inter college,
Jaidpur, which is
about seven kms far
from their house, po-
lice said. Their clothes
and cycles were found
on the roadside follow-
ing which police has
launched a search for
them.

Sextortion case
 Srinagar: Police

have arrested a per-
son in a sextortion
case in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Anantnag
district, officials said
on Monday — two
days after a “journal-
ist” was taken into
custody following a
complaint of rape
and extortion. The
second arrest in the
case comes after
Nadeem Ahmed
Ganie alias Nadeem
Nadu, “a self-pro-
claimed journalist,”
was arrested on
Saturday from the
south Kashmir dis-
trict after a woman
accused him of rape
and extortion.

A street dog being vacci-
nated during a week-long
drive organised by India
Unites for Animal Rights,
on the occasion of World
Animal Day to be 
celebrated on Tuesday.

Cong on minister’s
continuation on 1st
anniversary of
Lakhimpur Kheri
violence

Mumbai, Oct 3 (PTI) The
Uddhav Thackeray group
is the “real” Shiv Sena
though the decision is
pending with the Election
Commission and two ral-
lies are being organised
on Dussehra day by rival
factions, the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
said on Monday.

The Sharad Pawar-led
party is of the view that
the real Shiv Sena carries
the ideas of the party
founder the late Bal
Thackeray, which is
Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv
Sena, said party
spokesperson Mahesh
Tapase.

“Two Dussehra rallies

will be held this year. One
is of tradition, loyalty, self-
respect and ideas of
Balasaheb (Thackeray)
which means the one led
by Uddhav Thackeray.
Even though the decision
on which is the real Shiv
Sena is pending with the
Election Commission, the
real Shiv Sena is the one
that has the ideas of
Balasaheb (Thackeray)
which means it is the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena,” he said in a
video statement.

In a setback for
Thackeray, the Supreme
Court last week allowed
the EC to go ahead with
hearing the Eknath

Shinde group’s plea seek-
ing recognition as the
real’ Shiv Sena and alloca-
tion of the party’s bow-
and-arrow poll symbol to
it.

The Thackeray-led fac-
tion is scheduled to hold a
rally at Shivaji Park in
Mumbai, while the group
led by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde has
booked the MMRDA
grounds at the Bandra
Kurla Complex for the
October 5 congregation.

NCP chief Sharad
Pawar and top leaders of
the party have been back-
ing the Thackeray-led fac-
tion since the split in Shiv
Sena.

Uddhav Thackeray-led party 
is real Shiv Sena: NCP

BKU leader Rakesh Tikait addresses farmers assembled to pay tribute to the victims of

Tikunia village violence on the first anniversary of the incident, in Lakhimpur Kheri 

district, Monday.

Hyderabad, Oct 3 (PTI) 

TRS party’s General Body
meeting will be held on
Dussehra, October 5 at
Telangana Bhavan here, an
official release from K
Chandrashekar Rao’s office
said on Monday.

Though the release did
not mention about the agen-
da, it is expected that the
TRS president Rao, popular-
ly known as KCR, may re-
veal the details of his ap-
proach towards national pol-
itics and will discuss it with

the rank and file of his party.
“The Chief Minister reit-

erated that, as announced
earlier, the party general
meeting will be held at 11
AM on October 5 in
Telangana Bhavan. Leaders
are requested to attend the
meeting within the specified
time,” it said.

KCR said that the notifica-
tion for by-election to
Munugodu Assembly con-
stituency will not affect the
general body meeting organ-
ised on Dussehra and the
members need not to get
confused. The Election
Commission of India on
Monday announced the
schedule for by-poll for
Munugode Assembly seat
which fell vacant after the

sitting Congress legislator
tendered his resignation as
MLA. The particulars of the
plan are being worked out
and the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) could be re-
named. The rebranded outfit
may not be declared a na-
tional party immediately,
sources had earlier indicat-
ed. The party would high-
light the welfare schemes
being implemented in
Telangana like ‘Rythu
Bandhu’ investment support
scheme for farmers and
‘Dalit Bandhu’ (Rs 10 lakh
grant to every Dalit house-
hold to start any business or
trade) and question as to
why such measures are not
being implemented in the
country, they said.

TRS general body
meeting on Oct 5

KCR likely to
announce details of
his national foray
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TAKING A SELFIE

A member of Philippines Marines takes a selfie with his U.S. counterparts after the opening ceremonies of an annu-
al joint military exercise called Kamandag the Tagalog acronym for “Cooperation of the Warriors of the Sea” at Fort
Bonifacio, Taguig city, Philippines on Monday Oct. 3.

Brussels, Oct 03 (AP):

Europe faces “unprece-
dented risks” to its natural
gas supplies this winter
after Russia cut off most
pipeline shipments and
could wind up competing
with Asia for already
scarce and expensive liq-
uid gas that comes by ship,
the International Energy
Agency said.

The Paris-based IEA said
in its quarterly gas report
released Monday that
European Union countries
would need to reduce use
by 13% over the winter in

case of a complete Russian
cutoff amid the war in
Ukraine. Much of that cut-
back would have to come
from consumer behavior
such as turning down
thermostats by 1 degree
and adjusting boiler tem-
peratures as well as in-
dustrial and utility con-
servation, the group said.

The EU on Friday
agreed to mandate a re-
duction in electricity con-
sumption by at least 5%
during peak price hours.

Just a trickle of
Russian gas is still arriv-
ing in pipelines through

Ukraine to Slovakia and
across the Black Sea
through Turkey to
Bulgaria. Two other
routes, under the Baltic
Sea to Germany and
through Belarus and
Poland, have shut down.

Another hazard in the
study was a late winter
cold snap, which would be
particularly challenging
because underground gas
reserves flow more slowly
at the end of the season
due to less gas and lower
pressure in the storage cav-

erns. The EU has already
filled storage to 88%, ahead
of its goal of 80% before
winter. The IEA assumed
90% would be needed in its
Russian cutoff scenario.

Businesses in Europe
have already cut back nat-
ural gas use, sometimes
simply by abandoning en-
ergy-intensive activity
such as making steel and
fertilizer, while smaller
businesses like bakeries
are feeling a severe
crimp in their costs.

High prices for gas,

which is used for heating
homes, generating elec-
tricity and a host of indus-
trial processes are feeding
through to record con-
sumer inflation of 10% in
the 19 EU member coun-
tries that use the euro and
sapping so much con-
sumer purchasing power
that economists predict a
recession at the end of this
year and the beginning of
next.

Europe faces ‘unprecedented risk’ of gas shortage: IEA 

London, Oct 03 (PTI):

The new Liz Truss-led
UK government on
Monday made its first
major U-turn on its central
plank of tax cuts by with-
drawing a policy to abolish
the top rate for the wealthi-
est, following market tur-
moil and to avert an expect-
ed rebellion within the gov-
erning Conservative Party.

Chancellor Kwasi
Kwarteng declared that the
announcement in his mini-
budget last month of a pro-
posed abolition of the 45
pence tax rate, which ap-
plied to the top tier of in-
come taxpayers from next
April, had become a “mas-
sive distraction” to an oth-
erwise sound growth plan
for the economy. It came
after days of turmoil on
the global financial mar-
kets spooked by the
prospect of huge govern-
ment borrowing costs
and the pound tumbling
against the dollar as the
Bank of England had to
step in to shore up the
country’s pension funds.
“We get it, and we have
listened,” Kwarteng
tweeted before taking to
the airwaves to defend
what has been dubbed a
screeching U-turn by the
newly appointed govern-
ment.

Truss, who replaced
Boris Johnson as prime
minister after a hard-
fought leadership battle
with British Indian for-
mer Chancellor Rishi
Sunak last month, soon
referenced her
Chancellor’s tweet to add:
“The abolition of the 45pc

rate had become a huge
distraction from our mis-
sion to get Britain moving.

“Our focus now is on
building a high growth
economy that funds world-
class public services,
boosts wages, and creates
opportunities across the
country.” It came just a day
after she had insisted that
her government remained
committed to abolishing
the top rate of tax for the

highest earners in a BBC
interview on Sunday, de-
spite critics within her
own party seeing it as send-
ing out the wrong signal at
a time when the majority
of the country was strug-
gling with a cost-of-living
crisis and soaring house-
hold bills. “It had become a
massive distraction on
what was a strong package.
We just talked to people, we
listened to people, I get it,”
Kwarteng told the BBC
under intense questioning
on Monday morning.

“We are 100 per cent fo-
cused on the growth plan. I
have been in Parliament
for 12 years, there have
been lots of policies which,
when the government lis-
tens to people, they have
decided to change their
minds,” he insisted.

UK PM Liz Truss U-turns on tax cut
for wealthiest to avert rebellionManila, Oct 03 (AP):

More than 2,500 US and
Philippine marines joined
combat exercises on
Monday to be able to re-
spond to any sudden crisis
in a region long on tenter-
hooks over South China
Sea territorial disputes
and increasing tensions
over Taiwan.

The annual military
drills are some of the
largest so far between the
longtime treaty allies
under newly elected
Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. His
predecessor, Rodrigo
Duterte, was an outspoken
critic of US security poli-
cies and frowned on mili-
tary exercises with
American forces he said
could offend China.

Called Kamandag, the
Tagalog acronym for
“Cooperation of the
Warriors of the Sea,” the
drills involve 1,900 US
Marines and more than
600 mostly Philippine
counterparts in mock am-
phibious assaults and spe-
cial operations, US and

Philippine military offi-
cials said.

America’s HIMARS mis-
sile launchers and super-
sonic fighter jets will take
part in live-fire maneuvers
that will end on October
14, they said.

The venues include the
western island province of
Palawan, which faces the
South China Sea, and the
northern Philippines,
across the Luzon Strait
from Taiwan.

Philippine Rear

Admiral Caesar Bernard
Valencia said the exercises
will focus on enhancing
coastal defenses and are
not directed against any
country.

Japanese and South
Korean forces will partici-
pate as observers but may
join in disaster-response
drills, he said.

The military maneuvers
are being held simultane-
ously with combat exercis-
es between US Marines
and Japanese army forces

on Japan’s northern is-
land of Hokkaido that in-
volve about 3,000 military
personnel from the two
sides, US military officials
said.

US Maj. Gen. Jay
Bargeron of the Japan-
based 3rd Marine Division
said the simultaneous ex-
ercises are aimed at bol-
stering the defensive capa-
bilities of the US alliances
with the Philippines and
Japan “through realistic
combined training.”

“These exercises will
allow our forces to
strengthen interoperabili-
ty and readiness to ensure
we are prepared to rapidly
respond to crisis through-
out the Indo-Pacific,”
Bargeron said in a state-
ment.

“Our strength, resolve
and commitment to our al-
lies and partners in the re-
gion are our most effective
deterrent,” US Marine Lt.
Col. Kurt Stahl told The
Associated Press.
“Together, we can deter po-
tential adversaries from
ever testing our capabili-
ties or our relationships.”

In July, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
called on China to comply
with a 2016 arbitration rul-
ing that invalidated
Beijing’s vast territorial
claims in the South China
Sea and warned that
Washington is obligated to
defend the Philippines
under a 1951 US-
Philippines Mutual
Defense Treaty if Filipino
forces, vessels or aircraft
come under attack in the
disputed waters.

US, Philippine forces hold combat drills to brace for crisis

Dubai, Oct 03 (AP):

Iran’s parliamentary
speaker warned Sunday
that protests over the death
of a young woman in police
custody could destabilise
the country and urged secu-
rity forces to deal harshly
with those he claimed en-
danger public order, as
countrywide unrest entered
its third week. Posts on so-
cial media showed there
were scattered anti-govern-
ment protests in Tehran
and running clashes with
security forces in other
towns Sunday, even as the

government has moved to
block, partly or entirely, in-
ternet connectivity in Iran.

Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf
told lawmakers that unlike
the current protests, which
he said aim to topple the
government, previous
demonstrations by teachers
and retirees over pay were
aimed at reforms, according
to the legislative body’s web-
site. “The important point
of the (past) protests was
that they were reform-seek-
ing and not aimed at over-
throwing” the system, said
Qalibaf. “I ask all who have

any (reasons to) protest not
to allow their protest to turn
into destabilising and top-
pling” of
institutions.Thousands of
Iranians have taken to the
streets to protest the death
of Mahsa Amini, 22, who
had been detained by Iran’s
morality police in the capi-
tal Tehran for allegedly not
adhering to Iran’s strict
Islamic dress code. The pro-
testers have vented their
anger over the treatment of
women and wider repres-
sion in the Islamic Republic.
The nationwide demonstra-
tions rapidly escalated into

calls for the overthrow of
the clerical establishment
that has ruled Iran since its
1979 Islamic revolution.
Iranian state TV has report-
ed that at least 41 protesters
and police have been killed
since the demonstrations
began Sept 17. An
Associated Press count of
official statements by au-
thorities tallied at least 14
dead, with more than 1,500
demonstrators arrested.

Qalibaf, the parliamen-
tary speaker, is a former in-
fluential commander in the
paramilitary Islamic
Revolutionary Guard.

Top Iran official warns protests could destabilise country

Islamabad, Oct 03 (AP):

The United Nations hu-
manitarian agency is
warning that about 5.7
million Pakistani flood
survivors will face a seri-
ous food crisis in the next
three months, as the death
toll from the deluge rose
on Monday.

Pakistan’s National
Disaster Management
Authority reported that
floods fuelled by abnor-
mally heavy monsoon
rains have killed 1,695 peo-
ple, affected 33 million,
damaged more than 2 mil-
lion homes and displaced
hundreds of thousands
now living in tents or
makeshift homes.

The UN Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs in
its latest report on
Saturday said the current
floods are expected to ex-
acerbate food insecurity in
Pakistan and said 5.7 mil-

lion people in flood-affect-
ed areas will be facing a
food crisis between
September and November.

Even before the floods,
according to the World
Health Organisation, 16
per cent of the population
was living in moderate or
severe food insecurity.

However, Pakistan’s gov-
ernment insists that there
is no immediate worry
about food supplies, as
wheat stocks are enough
to last through the next
harvest and that the gov-
ernment is importing
more.

The UN agency said in a
tweet on Monday that the
agency and other partners
have scaled up their flood
response and delivered aid
to 1.6 million people direct-
ly affected by the deluges.

OCHA said outbreaks of
waterborne and other dis-
eases are on the rise in
Sindh and southwestern
Baluchistan provinces,

where floods have caused
the most damage since
mid-June.

Several countries and
UN agencies have sent
more than 131 flights car-
rying aid for survivors,
but many are complaining
they have either received
too little help or are still
waiting for it.

The UN humanitarian
agency also said in its
Saturday report that rain-
fall in Baluchistan and
Sindh lightened substan-
tially over the past week,
as temperatures start to
decrease ahead of winter.

“Normal conditions are
prevailing in most dis-
tricts of Baluchistan,
while in Sindh, the Indus
River is flowing normally,”
said OCHA.

Overall, it added, in 18
out of 22 districts of
Sindh, floodwater levels
had receded at least 34 per
cent, and in some districts
up to 78 per cent.

The OCHA report also
highlighted the ordeal of
flood survivors, saying
many continue to live in
“unsanitary conditions in
temporary shelters, often
with limited access to
basic services, compound-
ing the risk of a major
public health crisis.”

It said pregnant women
are being treated in tempo-
rary camps when possible,
and nearly 130,000 preg-
nant women need urgent
health services.

“Already before the
floods, Pakistan had one of
the highest maternal mor-
tality rates in Asia, with
the situation likely to dete-
riorate,” it said.

The UN is due to issue a
revised appeal seeking an
additional USD 800 million
from the international
community to respond to
the soaring life-saving
needs of Pakistani flood
survivors.

The UN said last week
that “food is being deliv-
ered to vulnerable fami-
lies; however, it is still not
enough to meet the nutri-
tion needs of the people.”

Pakistan says floods
caused about USD 30 bil-
lion of damage to its econ-
omy.

Floods washed away
thousands of kilometres of
roads, destroyed 440
bridges, and disrupted
railroad traffic.

Pakistan Railways said
it has started restoring
train service from Sindh
to other cities after repair-
ing some of the tracks
damaged by floods. (AP)

UN: 5.7 million Pakistani flood
victims to face food crisis

Nicol Svarovsk

S atellites orbiting Earth provide essential services to humanity. They
connect us via the internet, they help with mapping and GPS and they

monitor our changing climate, among other things. But space junk' threatens
our use of satellites. Decommissioned satellites or their dislocated parts may
lead to a chain reaction where small pieces of debris tear apart large objects
in a cascading event creating more and more debris. Responsibility for space
junk removal is an environmental problem similar in some ways to climate
change - it's a collective responsibility. And just as managing climate change
is assisted by satellites, so managing satellite debris can be assisted by cli-
mate change. Like climate change, the problem of space junk can only be
tackled by international cooperation. The UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change, signed at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, was the first and
most complex instrument of international law to address climate change and
can provide some insights into how to manage space junk. The convention in-
cludes a principle called Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR).
It says "states should be held accountable in different measure according to
their respective historical and current contributions to the creation of global
environmental problems and their respective capacities to address these
problems". With climate change, nations acknowledged that industrialised
countries had contributed significantly more to climate change than coun-
tries with developing economies and therefore should bear greater responsi-
bility for managing its consequences. According to the "polluter-pays" princi-
ple, the extent that a country has contributed to climate change as well as its
capacity to mitigate climate change is taken into account. All space activities
are threatened by space junk contamination. The plans of nations that do not
yet possess the resources to engage in space activities may be rendered
meaningless by it, and that's even if only the space objects that are still in use
are considered. Countless defunct objects cloud Earth's orbit and they are
growing in number. When they have developed the means to do so, these na-
tions may discover they can no longer exercise their right to explore space.
Philosophers throughout history have pondered how best to coordinate inter-
national cooperation and decision-making. In Perpetual Peace: A
Philosophical Sketch (1795), Immanuel Kant considers the repercussions of
humanity entering a universal community where violations of the law in a
certain part of the world are experienced everywhere. Envisioning the world
as a federation of states promoting international trade and abolishing war,
Kant proposes cosmopolitan law' as the foundation for global society to guar-
antee lasting peace. Kant's ideas influenced the establishment of the League
of Nations as well as the contemporary United Nations. In 2002, the
International Criminal Court (ICC) was formally established. It introduced a
new version of cosmopolitan law that transcends Kant's concept. Its version
reflects the tendency of international law to weaken state sovereignty or the
fact that an individual is subject to their national laws. It gives people rights
and responsibilities under international law. Nations share common experi-
ences, such as climate change, and they rely on the same global prices. They
transit weapons to other countries and affect the lives of people on the other
side of the globe. International relations scholar Anthony Burke speaks about
a "common space of life and death that we have created". He argues that
"globalised human existence" should be understood as "a networked set of
interdependencies and obligations beyond all borders". Such a global society
system would assist long-term human security. Nations and their militaries
would need to behave responsibly with regard to future generations and the
sustainability of the global ecosystem. Burke acknowledges that pursuing
universal values and global ends would require the transformation of states
and international law. Power and cooperation on global issues would be re-
configured. He refines Kant's concepts simply as: "act as if both the princi-
ples and consequences of your action will become global, across space and
through time, and act only in ways that will bring a more secure life for all
human beings closer". Developing an international legal instrument for space
junk mitigation would expand the concept of sustainability from Earth to
outer space while shifting the issue of orbital debris in a cosmopolitan direc-
tion. New laws could follow the architecture of the Kyoto Protocol and the re-
sponsibility principle that underpins it. The responsibility principle was craft-
ed to tackle global environmental problems and is therefore perfectly appli-
cable to space junk - an environmental problem on a global scale. Nations
that only recently initiated their space activities, or plan to do so, face envi-
ronmental degradation for which they bear no responsibility. The equitable
way forward is for the nations that were responsible for space-junk to clean it
up. This accords with the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space when it says "mitigation of existing debris should take into con-
sideration the [responsibility] principle".
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Tharoor deserves 
a chance

Despite skepticism about
the internal democracy in
the Congress, some people
are hopeful of better days
ahead for the party. A seem-
ingly alive Opposition is im-
perative for democracy. Even
though the Gandhis are
mainly responsible for this
mess, other party leaders
can’t escape blame. The only
silver lining is the brave pos-
ture by Shashi Tharoor to
contest against Kharge, the
Gandhi clan’s proxy. One
hopes that Tharoor at least
puts up a symbolic fight in
the dying organisation.
Sometimes, a dark horse
wins the race. Hopefully, the
young leaders in the party
will rally behind Tharoor.
Malkiat Singh Aulakh, via

mail

Need for improved
flood warning system

Following a flash flood
caused by heavy rain in
Chamba, Himachal Pradesh,
on Sunday, three people were
reported missing. At around
3 o'clock in the afternoon,
the flash flood in Chamba's
Bakani was reported to the
State Emergency Operation
Center (SEOC). Kanata Devi,
a Dharedi native, Roshan
Lal, a Khodi inhabitant, and
Surinder all went missing. A
team has been organised to
find them. It is crucial to
keep in mind that flash flood-
water can flow more quickly
and be deeper than it seems.
Along with dead animals,
garbage, and concealed
snags, it may also include
sewage and chemicals. Flash
floods can also damage the
surfaces of roads and paths,
creating hazards like pot-
holes and sinkholes. Some
measures that should be
taken to prevent flash floods
are improved flood warning
systems should be imple-
mented to provide people
more time to plan and re-
spond to flash floods.
Climate change is real and
we need to do everything it
takes to save our planet.
Kavya Sharma, Bangalore

Election farce
It seems that the Congress

is back to square one.
Kharge, at 80, is reportedly a
proxy for the Gandhis. Is
this the generational
change some Congress lead-
ers were asking for? It will
be more appropriate to
change the name of the
Indian National Congress to
‘Nehru-Gandhi Family
Enterprise’. For the party’s
resurrection, it is important
to end the high command
culture. It would have been
good for the Congress to
demonstrate that democra-
cy survives within the party,
but a candidate like
Digvijaya Singh dropping
out, allegedly at the behest
of the Gandhis, indicates
some behind-the-scenes at-
tempts to control the out-
come. The big question is
whether a non-Gandhi as
president will make any dif-
ference to the declining for-
tunes of the Congress.

SK SINGH, by mail
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An artisan prepares an effigy of demon King Ravana ahead of the Dussehra festival, in New Delhi.

PREPARATIONS FOR DUSSEHRA

G
en Chauhan (promoted from Lt Gen and reinstated from retirement)
has been appointed as the second CDS. While many may contend that

the appointment is political, the fact remains that the prerogative of appoint-
ing is solely that of the government in power, who select an individual whom
they believe will push reforms they had conceived. Possibly his tenure as the
military advisor to the NSCS (National Security Council Secretariat) convinced
the government that he was the right individual for becoming the CDS. Gen
Chauhan has vast operational experience, as also post his stint in the NSCS, he
would have a clearer understanding of the nation’s security concerns, financial
limitations and priorities. Much water has flowed down the Ganges since the
untimely demise of General Bipin Rawat. The army and the navy have complet-
ed their studies on theatre commands, as assigned to them, however these lie
in cold storage. They would now be dusted and discussed. The navy is possibly
rethinking on its maritime command as also building pressure for the approval
of a third aircraft carrier, objected to by the air force, which believes that this
could impact its own procurements. The air force has its own perspective on
theatre commands. The air chief, Air Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari, stated in a
seminar in Delhi in Jul this year, ‘air defence and offensive air missions are in-
terdependent and if executed in isolation, these would not only be disjointed
but also ineffective in design or execution of the joint strategy,’ basically writ-
ing off the air defence command, which was amongst the first Bipin Rawat had
planned to roll out. This is in addition to it questioning division of meagre air-
power resources between theatre commands, mainly on grounds of current
aircraft being multipurpose. The air force and the army also have vastly differ-
ent approaches to handling threats. While the army considers the future bat-
tlefield to be restricted in space with defending land as a priority, the air force
feels constricted with this concept. They believe that future wars would de-
mand employment of airpower for degrading strategic targets and logistics
dumps, thus isolating the battlefield, thereby providing the army a favourable
scenario to achieve success. Some airpower resources would however be
available to the army in close support. In summary, the air force believes that
the army desires it be subservient, while it believes that its role is strategic and
could tilt the balance in India’s favour. The air force has also repeatedly stated
that it considers integration and joint ness in operations as the future however
can never convincingly substantiate how it could be achieved without forces
being under one commander with the power to employ them in an integrated
manner. For the armed forces, the age-old worry of service chiefs losing their
identity to theatre commanders remains a question mark. The defence budget
will not grow. It may either stagnate or even reduce in the event of a national
calamity. The government hesitates to implement recommendations of multi-
ple finance commissions on defence budgets. Hence, managing service re-
quirements within it will pose a challenge. Each service has its own moderniza-
tion plans, which only seem to grow. While the air fleet is aging and urgently
needs replacements, the navy demands a third carrier in addition to sub-
marines. The army is desperate to upgrade its warfighting capabilities to han-
dle a two front war including inclusion of smart weapon systems. Gen
Chauhan, though senior in service to the current chiefs, is the first amongst
equals, as per his appointment. This implies that all decisions on integration
and theatre commands have to be unanimous. As was visible during the tenure
of Bipin Rawat, objections of service chiefs were directly relayed to the de-
fence minister leading to reassessments. General Chauhan hence will have to
adopt an approach enabling him to win the trust of service chiefs. The
Government remains committed to creating theatre commands as has been
announced on multiple occasions by the PM and the defence minister. 

The challenge for 
the new CDF

Keeping space clean for
future exploration

I n 2014, India started its
unprecedented sanita-

tion journey, as consistent and
concerted efforts began to cre-
ate an Open-Defecation Free
(ODF) nation. Considered the
largest behavior change pro-
gram in the world, the Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM) drove
every Indian village, to accom-
plish a massive milestone and
by 2nd Oct 2019, as a tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th
birth anniversary, every gram
panchayat declared itself ODF
with access to toilets for all. The
impact is visible in terms of
positive health outcomes, eco-
nomic & social benefits, and
gender empowerment leading
to better standards of living,
livelihood opportunities for
women and better school atten-
dance for girls. Independent
studies have shown that diar-
rhoeal morbidity among chil-
dren was significantly lower in
ODF areas, & better nutritional
status prevailed among chil-
dren of ODF areas, as com-
pared to non-ODF areas.

This year we mark 8 years of
SBM; so what’s next for the san-
itation movement in rural
India? Hon’ble Prime Minister
was clear in 2019 itself that we
cannot just rest on our laurels.
We, as a country must always
strive to be the best and the
leaders in every sphere of
human development.
Therefore, not stopping with
the achievement of ODF status,
the Govt. of India, embarked
upon the journey of ODF Plus

i.e. sustaining the ODF status,
ensuring no one is left behind;
and setting up a system of envi-
ronment friendly management
of solid and liquid waste.
Taking bigger strides on the
path of healthy behaviours, we
are now working towards
achieving ‘sampoorna swachh-
ta’. What is ODF Plus? It is
about sustaining the ODF sta-
tus of villages and managing
the solid and liquid waste gen-
erated. There are primarily
three components i.e. Solid and
Liquid Waste Management
(SLWM), capacity building of
stakeholders and behaviour
change communication aimed
at all. Achieving ‘ODF plus’ sta-
tus is the key goal of SBM(G)
phase II, launched in early 2020.
Significant progress has been
made in last 2.5 years as over
1.14 lakh villages declared
themselves ODF Plus in vary-
ing degrees and around 3 lakh
villages have initiated SLWM
works to begin their journey of
becoming ODF Plus.

Going  beyond toilet con-
struction and their usage,
SBM(G) phase II is assisting
States and UTs in creating as-
sets for SLWM such as commu-
nity compost pits, community
bio-gas plants, plastic waste col-
lection and segregation sheds,
soak pits for grey-water treat-
ment & reuse, faecal sludge
management systems including
waste collection & transporta-
tion vehicles. As on date, 77,141
villages, and 90 blocks have con-
structed 71 Plastic Waste

Management Units. A special
campaign – Sujlam, was execut-
ed for grey water management
and construction of more than
22 lakh soak pits (community &
household pits) took place
across rural India. An unfortu-
nate legacy in managing faecal
waste has been the practise of
manual scavenging of sewers
and septic tanks. Towards this,
SBM-G has explored technologi-
cal interventions required and
currently 368 faecal sludge
management arrangements
have been instituted across 137
districts. Further, we expanded
the scope of engaging start-ups
for promoting innovation in
areas like mechanized desludg-
ing and other aspects of SLWM
in rural areas. A Start-up Grand
Challenge was organized for
crowd-sourcing technologies
that could support sustainable,
affordable, scalable, and respon-
sive solutions to the SLWM
challenges of rural areas.

A significant challenge of
managing animal waste is
being addressed through ‘Waste
to Wealth’ initiative –
GOBARdhan (Galvanizing
Organic Bio-Agro Resources).
This scheme aims to utilize ani-
mal waste and bio- degradable
waste generated in villages for
bio-gas/CBG as well as bio-slur-
ry/bio-fertilizer production, to
not only bring income genera-
tion avenues to rural India but
also reduce our dependence on
related imports! These assets
(SLWM setups) being created
and made functional for mak-
ing villages ODF plus, are not
only ensuring cleanliness, but
also generating income and em-
powering the people involved
especially women (individual &
Self Help Groups), reducing
pollution by productive utilisa-
tion of farm waste, improving
soil health, & recharging
ground water while improving
the climate. The funds avail-
able under MGNREGS, 15th
Finance Commission tied

grants for Water & Sanitation
(Rs. 1,40,000 crore over 5 years)
as well as SBM(G) funds are
being converged in rural areas
and utilized to good effect. To
promote behavior change &
community mobilization to-
wards accelerating efforts of
rural sanitation, since 2014 we
have celebrated 15 days, from
September 15th till October 2nd
each year, as Swachhta Hi Sewa
(SHS) – a dedicated participa-
tive cleanliness drive across the
country. This year, the focus is
on improving visual cleanliness
and cleaning of legacy waste in
villages. The response has been
overwhelming with more than 9
crore people participating in
various activities of SHS.

To validate the efforts and
also engaging states in competi-
tive federalism, Swachh
Survekshan Grameen (SSG) is
executed annually. An inde-
pendent survey agency is en-
gaged to asses and rank all
States and districts of India on
quantitative & qualitative ODF
plus parameters viz. direct ob-
servation of sanitation public
places, citizen’s feedback using
a mobile app, feedback from
key influencers at village level,
and service level progress on
sanitation parameters. SSG
2022 is the third round and its
report will be released, along
with felicitation of the win-
ners, during Swachh Bharat
Diwas (SBD) scheduled for 2nd
October 2022. The aim of
achieving ODF Plus India ap-
pears daunting, and ensuring
sanitation and clean water will
always remain an ongoing ac-
tivity. But, if taken up as a col-
lective national responsibility,
India can achieve its goal of
Sampoorna Swachhta. Lets’ re-
invigorate the ‘jan-andolan’ to
now achieving and sustaining
ODF-Plus status! 

(Writer is Secretary, Deptt. of
Drinking Water & Sanitation

Ministry of Jal Shakti, GoI)

Continuing India’s sanitation 
revolution–from ODF to ODF Plus

R esearchers have dis-
covered how COVID-

19 infection damages the
heart tissue, paving the way
for better treatments for the
condition. The study conduct-
ed on a small group of people
found that COVID-19 dam-
aged the DNA in heart tissue,
which was not detected in in-
fluenza samples. The re-
searchers noted that while
COVID-19 and influenza are
both severe respiratory virus-
es, they appeared to affect
cardiac tissue very different-
ly.

"In comparison to the 2009
flu pandemic, COVID has led
to more severe and long-term
cardiovascular disease but
what was causing that at a
molecular level was not
known," said Arutha

Kulasinghe from the
University of
Q u e e n s l a n d ,
Australia. "During
our study, we could-
n't detect viral parti-
cles in the cardiac
tissues of COVID-19
patients, but what we
found was tissue
changes associated
with DNA damage
and repair,"
Kulasinghe said.

DNA damage and
repair mechanisms
are related to chron-
ic diseases such as
diabetes, cancer, atheroscle-
rosis and neurodegenerative
disorders, so understanding
why this is happening in
COVID-19 patients is impor-
tant, the researchers said.

Data associated with the
impact of COVID-19 on the
heart has previously been
limited to blood biomarkers
and physiological measure-
ment, as obtaining heart

biopsy samples is in-
vasive.

The study, recently
published in the jour-
nal Immunology, used
actual cardiac tissues
collected during au-
topsies from seven
COVID-19 patients
from Brazil, two peo-
ple who died from in-
fluenza and six con-
trol patients.

The findings pro-
vided insights into
how COVID-19 im-
pacted the body com-
pared to other respira-

tory viruses.
"When we looked at the in-

fluenza cardiac tissue sam-
ples, we identified that it
caused excess inflammation,"
said Professor John Fraser,

who established the interna-
tional COVID-19 Critical Care
Consortium. "Whereas we
found COVID-19 attacked the
heart's DNA -- probably di-
rectly and not just as a knock-
on from inflammation,"
Fraser said.

The study highlights that
the two viruses appear to af-
fect cardiac tissue very differ-
ently, which the resaerchers
want to get a better under-
standing of in larger cohort
studies. "What we have cate-
gorically shown is that
COVID is not 'just like the
flu'," said Fraser. "This study
helps us understand how
COVID-19 affects that heart,
and that is the first step in
working out what treatments
might be best to repair that
heart," he added.

How COVID damages heart found, 
may lead to new treatments
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Appointment

New Delhi: Seasoned
finance professional
and an old public sec-
tor hand Sandeep
Kumar Gupta on
Monday took over as
the chairman and
managing director of
GAIL (India) Ltd, the
nation’s largest gas
utility. Gupta, who pre-
viously was Director
(Finance) at Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), re-
places Manoj Jain,
who superannuated
on August 31. Soon
after joining, “he ad-
dressed the employees
of GAIL and recog-
nized the balanced
business portfolio of
the company built
over time and (its)
overall contribution to
the development of
the natural gas sector
in the country,” a com-
pany statement said.

Production rises 
New Delhi: Maruti
Suzuki India on
Monday reported an
over two-fold rise in its
vehicle production at
1,77,468 units in
September 2022. The
company had pro-
duced a total of 81,278
units in the same
month last year. “The
shortage of electronic
components had a
minor impact on the
production of vehicles
during the month,”
Maruti Suzuki India
said in a regulatory fil-
ing. The company took
all possible measures
to minimise the im-
pact, it said, however
adding, as “production
volume in September
2021 was adversely im-
pacted due to shortage
of electronic compo-
nents, a year-on-year
comparison may not
be meaningful”.

Modernisation

New Delhi: The
MSME Ministry has
formed a committee to
modernise the
Sevagram Industrial
Zone in the next 2.5
years, Union Minister
Narayan Rane said on
Sunday. Addressing a
function in Wardha on
the occasion of
Mahatma Gandhi’s
birth anniversary, the
minister for micro,
small and medium
Enterprises (MSMEs)
said it was from this
Sevagram Ashram of
Wardha that Mahatma
Gandhi had appealed
to all to go back to the
village, by which he
meant the complete de-
velopment of villages.

KBL Utsav
Mangaluru: Leading
private sector lender
Karnataka Bank has
launched a special
campaign ‘KBL Utsav
2022-23’ for home loans,
car loans and gold
loans from October 1 to
31 to cater to the de-
mands of customers
during the festival sea-
son. A press release
from the Mangaluru-
headquartered bank
here said customers
can avail the benefits of
digital banking and of-
fers of the special cam-
paign across all its 
880 branches.

MOBILE CONGRESS

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal virtually drives a car at a stall during the 6th India Mobile
Congress at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, Monday, Oct. 3.

New Delhi, Oct 03: 

CNG prices are likely to
be hiked by Rs 8-12 per kg
and that of gas piped to
household kitchens by
over Rs 6 per unit after the
government raised the
prices of input natural gas
to a record, analysts said
on Monday. The govern-
ment last week raised the
prices of gas produced
from old fields, called
APM gas, to USD 8.57 per
million British thermal
unit from USD 6.1. The
rates for gas produced
from difficult fields were
hiked to USD 12.46 from
USD 9.92 per mmBtu. APM
gas makes up for two-
thirds of all gas produced
in the country. This gas is
converted into CNG for au-
tomobiles and piped to
household kitchens for
cooking. Kotak
Institutional Equities said
APM gas prices are up
nearly 5x in just a year -

from USD 1.79 per mmBtu
till September 2021 to USD
8.57. “We expect CGDs to
raise prices, but only in
tranches, impacting near-
term earnings,” it said.
For each USD per mmBtu
gas price rise, city gas dis-
tribution (CGD) entities
need to raise the CNG
price by Rs 4.7-4.9 per kg.
“For USD 2.5 per mmBtu
price rise, and also for re-
cent currency weakness,
CGDs will need an imme-
diate CNG price increase
of Rs 12-14 per kg,” it said
adding CGDs cannot ab-
sorb gas price increases.
In the past, CGDs have
been able to pass on all
cost increases, and per
unit margins have been on
long-term rising trends for
CGDs. According to ICICI
Securities, piped cooking
gas, called PNG, CNG
prices will need to be
raised by Rs 6.2 per stan-
dard cubic meter and Rs 9-
12.5 per kg to fully pass on

the impact of these high
input costs. “At best, we
see only a slow gradual
pass-through of these
costs over third quarter
(October to December),” it
said. Jefferies said
Indraprastha Gas Ltd, the
firm that retails CNG and
PNG in the national capi-
tal, will need to raise CNG
price by Rs 8 per kg while
Mahanagar Gas Ltd - the
retailer in Mumbai - will
have to increase prices by
Rs 9. “This would reduce
CNG’s discount to
petrol/diesel from 45/30
per cent to 40/20 per cent
for IGL. Similarly, the dis-
count for MGL would re-
duce from 45/30 per cent
currently to 40/20 per
cent,” it said. “This could
impact volume growth.”
As a key producer of do-
mestic APM gas, a sharp
40 per cent increase in
price is positive for up-
stream producers ONGC
and Oil India.

Gas price hike: CNG prices may
go up by at least Rs 8-12 per kg

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  0033:: Tatas-
owned Air India has introduced
a new in-flight menu on
domestic routes amid the
onset of the festive season.
Since taken over by the Tatas
in January this year, the loss-
making airline has been mak-
ing efforts to revamp services,
expand its fleet and increase
its overall market share in the
fast-growing domestic avia-
tion space. The new in-flight
menu, featuring an assortment
of gourmet meals, trendy
appetisers and decadent

desserts, showcases India’s
locally sourced culinary influ-
ence, it said in a release. The
menu was introduced on
October 1. “The new menu
choices have been curated to
ensure that the flyers enjoy a
gourmet meal with emphasis
on health and well-being... We
are excited to roll out this new
menu on domestic routes, and
are hard at work preparing a
revamp of the international
menu as well,” Sandeep
Verma, Head of Inflight
Services at Air India, said. 

Air India introduces new
menu in domestic flights

New Delhi, Oct 03: 

State-owned telecom
firm BSNL will start
rolling out 4G network
from November onwards
and gradually upgrade it
to 5G by August next year,
a top company official said
on Monday. The company
has plans to roll out almost
1.25 lakh 4G mobile sites in
18 months, BSNL chair-
man and managing direc-
tor PK Purwar told PTI at
India Mobile Congress.
“The first roll out (of
planned 4G network)
should take place in
November,” Purwar said.
The company is in discus-
sion with IT major TCS
and state-run telecom re-
search and development
organisation C-DOT-led
consortium to deploy in-
digenously developed 4G

technology in the network.
Purwar said the 4G net-
work gears that the compa-
ny is purchasing will be
upgradable to 5G through
software updates. When
asked about the timeline of
BSNL’s plans to roll out 5G
services, Purwar said the
company is on its path to
deploy 5G as per the dead-
line of August 15, 2023, set

by Telecom Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw. “The
minister has given us a
clear path that the 15th of
August 2023 should be the
date when BSNL should be
in the 5G domain. We are
working in that direction
which we have received.
We should be able to meet
it (the target timeline),”
Purwar said.

Talking about revenue
dynamics, all telecom op-
erators should look at digi-
tal inclusiveness and con-
nect the unconnected with
digital technologies.
“There should be an in-
vestment in the network
for everyone to get good
service and roll out should
be faster. Unless operators
have enough resources
they will not be able to
make the investment in
the network.

BSNL to start rolling out 
4G network from November

MMuummbbaaii,,  OOcctt  0033::  

India Inc’s credit quality
showed further improvement
in April-September period
with the ratio of upgrades to
downgrades inching higher.
The credit ratio’s improve-
ment to 5.52 in H1FY23 as
compared to 5.04 in H2FY22
was driven by leaner balance
sheets led by healthy cash
flows and muted invest-
ments, Crisil Ratings, which
rates 6,800 companies, said.
However, the agency clari-
fied that the data may not be
fully representative as many
small businesses with out-
standing ratings have turned
non-cooperative in sharing
data on a continued basis
which can be driven by
adverse financial health.
India Inc has emerged
stronger post-pandemic, its

managing director Gurpreet
Chhatwal said, exuding confi-
dence that the corporate
India can weather the current
storm caused by global
events like higher inflation
and monetary tightening
which will hurt India’s
exports. Crisil’s senior direc-
tor Somasekhar Vemuri said
there can, however, be a
moderation in the credit ratio
going ahead due to some of
the challenges faced by com-
panies. 

During the first half of the
fiscal year, the credit ratio
moved ahead majorly driven
by the infrastructure sector,
which contributed a third of
the upgrades, the agency
said, attributing the same to
higher project work being
undertaken and improvement
in project clearances and
payments.

India Inc’s credit quality 
continues to improve in H1, may

moderate going ahead: Crisil

Mumbai, Oct 03:  

Key stock indices
Sensex and Nifty de-
clined over 1 per cent at
close on Monday amid
weak global market
trends and continued for-
eign fund outflows.
Benchmark BSE Sensex
tumbled 638.11 points or
1.11 per cent to settle at
56,788.81. During the day,
it tanked 743.52 points or
1.29 per cent to 56,683.40.
The broader NSE Nifty
fell by 207 points or 1.21
per cent to end at
16,887.35. Among the
Sensex stocks, Maruti,
Hindustan Unilever,
IndusInd Bank, ITC,
Bajaj Finance, State
Bank of India and Kotak
Mahindra Bank were the
major laggards.

Dr Reddy’s, NTPC,
Bharti Airtel and Wipro

were the winners.
Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Hong Kong settled
lower, while Tokyo ended

higher. Stock exchanges
in Europe were trading
lower in mid-session
deals after oil prices rose

by more than USD 3 per
barrel amid dire warn-
ings over energy short-
ages in Europe. The US
markets ended in nega-
tive territory on Friday.
Sensex had jumped
1,016.96 points or 1.80 per
cent to settle at 57,426.92
on Friday.

The Nifty climbed
276.25 points or 1.64 per
cent to end at 17,094.35.
Meanwhile, the interna-
tional oil benchmark
Brent crude futures
jumped 3.90 per cent to
USD 88.46 per barrel.
Foreign institutional in-
vestors offloaded shares
worth Rs 1,565.31 crore
on Friday, according to
data available with BSE.
Foreign investors turned
sellers in September,
pulling out Rs 7,600 crore
from Indian equity mar-
kets.

Sensex, Nifty fall over 1 pc on weak global trends

Mumbai, Oct 03: 

The rupee fell by 49
paise to close at 81.89 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Monday as heavy
selling pressure in the do-
mestic equities and a spike
in crude oil prices
weighed on the local unit.

Besides, a stronger
greenback against key ri-
vals and persistent foreign
fund outflows put pressure
on the domestic currency,
forex dealers said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened weak at
81.65, fell further to 81.98
against the American cur-
rency. It finally ended at
81.89, down 49 paise over
its previous close. In the
previous session, the
rupee settled at 81.40

against the greenback.
On the domestic equity

market front, the 30-share
BSE Sensex dropped 638.11
points or 1.11 per cent to
end at 56,788.81, while the
broader NSE Nifty fell 207
points or 1.21 per cent to

16,887.35. Meanwhile, the
dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, advanced 0.30 per
cent to 112.45. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures surged 4.12 per
cent to USD 88.65 per bar-
rel.

Foreign institutional in-
vestors were net sellers in
the capital market on
Friday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 1,565.31
crore, as per exchange
data. After infusing funds
in the last two months, for-
eign investors turned sell-
ers again in September
and pulled out Rs 7,600
crore from the Indian eq-
uity markets amid a hawk-
ish stance by the US Fed
and sharp depreciation in
the rupee.

Rupee plunges 49 paise to 81.89
against US dollar as crude oil spikes

New Delhi, Oct 03: 

Mechanics play an inte-
gral role in the automotive
aftermarket. However, one
of the key knowledge gaps
for mechanics is the lack
of sufficient training
around the latest automo-
tive technologies.Castrol,
India’s leading lubricant
company, has relentlessly
supported the mechanic
community with relevant
business & social initia-
tives. To continue support-
ing mechanic
upskilling,and to con-
tribute towards the transi-
tion to greener and more
sustainable mobility,
Castrol India has intro-
duced a unique EV-readi-
ness training program for
mechanics.

The EV-readiness train-
ing program was held

from 13 to 16 September in
New Delhi, covering over
100 top-tier car and bike
mechanics. The training
was supported and en-
dorsed by the Automotive
Skills Development
Council (ASDC) of India.
Participating mechanics
had the chance to preview
the Castrol ONrange of ad-
vanced e-fluids for im-
proved electric vehicle
performance, which was
launched globally in 2021
and will soon be launched

in India. The training in-
cluded an eight-hour mod-
ule wherecar and bike me-
chanics got to learn the ba-
sics of EVs and acquired
diagnostic skills for EV
service& maintenance.
After completion of the
training, the mechanics
were evaluated through a
quizto test their knowl-
edge and understanding
on EVs. Speaking about
the initiative, Sandeep
Sangwan, Managing
Director, Castrol India

Castrol India launches ‘EV 
readiness’ training for mechanics

Mumbai, Oct 03: Nuvoco
Vistas Corp. Ltd., the fifth
largest cement group in
India and leading cement
player in East India, in
terms of capacity, has
been conferred with the
globally acclaimed Golden
Peacock Award for
Excellence in Corporate
Governance – 2022. The
achievement is a testa-
ment to Nuvoco&#39;s
growth in the building
materials sector as well as
its commitment to imple-
menting best-in-class gov-
ernance and management
systems. A Certificate and
the coveted Golden
Peacock Awards Trophy
will be presented on
November 10, 2022.

The Golden Peacock
Awards have been insti-
tuted by the Institute of
Directors, India in 1991
and are regarded as a
benchmark of corporate
excellence throughout the
world. With the Golden
Peacock Award for
Corporate Governance,
companies are stimulated
and encouraged to accel-
erate their customer-fo-
cused improvement
processes. An award is in-
tended to celebrate and
honour the best for their
unique achievements as
well as build their brand
equity on Corporate
Governance. More than
1000 companies applied in
various categories for the
awards this year. The jury
comprised eminent public
figures, known for their
independence and impar-
tiality.

Nuvoco wins the
Golden Peacock Award 
 For Excellence 

in Corporate
Governance - 2022

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  0033:: Skoda
Auto Volkswagen India on
Monday said it has com-
menced exports of mid-sized
sports utility vehicle Kushaq.
The company, which manages
the Indian region of five
Volkswagen Group brands
Skoda, Volkswagen, Audi,
Porsche, and Lamborghini -
has started shipments of left-
hand-drive Kushaq to Arab
Gulf Cooperation Council
(AGCC) countries. In
September, Skoda Auto
Volkswagen India Pvt Ltd

(SAVWIPL) commenced
export of Volkswagen Taigun
and Virtus. “The Skoda
Kushaq is the third made-in-
India car to be exported this
year..the market acceptance
and success of all our exports
highlight our global quality
standards,” SAVWIPL
Managing Director Piyush
Arora said in a statement.
SAVWIPL launched its export
programme in 2011 with 6,256
units of the India-built
Volkswagen Vento for the
South African market. 

Skoda Auto Volkswagen
begins export of SUV Kushaq

Parineeti's
'biggini shoot'

is all about
sand, sea and

sunshine

Parineeti Chopra shared a

glimpse of her 'biggini shoot'

from Maldives where the

actress looks every-inch gor-

geous. Parineeti took to

Instagram, where she shared

the image. In the picture, the

actress is seen sitting on a

beach dressed in a neon

coloured bikini. The backdrop

features the bright blue sky

and sea.

Instead of going for a deep

message for the caption,

Parineeti chose a viral meme

for the caption. She wrote:

"biggini shoot #IYKYN (If you

know, you know)."

The actress is currently

awaiting the release of her

upcoming film 'Code Name

Tiranga'. Starring Parineeti

and Harrdy Sandhu in the

lead, the film will also bring

together seasoned actors

such as Sharad Kelkar, Rajit

Kapur, Dibyendu

Bhattacharya, Shishir

Sharma, Sabyasachi

Chakraborty and Deesh

Mariwala.

An espionage action

thriller, 'Code Name: Tiranga'

is the story of a spy on an

unfaltering and fearless mis-

sion for her nation in a race

against time where sacrifice

is her only choice.

Parineeti will play a RAW

agent who is on an exhilarat-

ing journey across many

countries. Harrdy Sandhu,

who is an established and

sought-after singer, will sur-

prise the audience by his act-

ing prowess in the film. It is

set to release on October 14.

ACROSS

1. Flat

5. Iowa crop

9. Eight musicians

14. Comedian Jay ____

15. Location

16. More loyal

17. Univ. club

18. Bad mood

19. Postpone

20. Continual

22. Fat

23. Court divider

24. Sombrero, e.g.

25. Sweet spud

27. Make merry

29. Spicy sausage

34. Large terrier

37. Trapped

38. False god

39. Gab

41. Radio tuner

42. Crave

45. Aircraft with pontoons

48. Spring holiday

49. ____ Banks of baseball

50. Married woman (abbr.)

52. Furnace fuel

53. “Murder, ____”

56. Auto type

60. Plane patron

63. Andean animal

64. Encourage

65. Burn reliever

66. Comic Tim ____

67. Gambling city

68. Charged particles

69. Watercolor, e.g.

70. Genesis garden

71. Missing

DOWN

1. Like Santa’s helpers
2. Author Jules ____
3. Put into effect
4. Musical sound
5. Tapioca source
6. Elaborately
7. Horse strap
8. Well-groomed
9. Footstool
10. Crustacean
11. Inner ____
12. Slippery creatures
13. Yew or willow
21. Lean-to
26. Donkey
27. Ignited again
28. Tenant’s document

30. Soup dipper

31. Diva’s song

32. Unkind

33. Unoccupied

34. Assistant

35. Brainstorm

36. Singer Diana ____

40. Lantern fuel

43. Leftover piece

44. Make mistakes

46. Actress Jennifer ____

47. Heap

51. Bowling term

53. Ice house

54. Advertising lights

55. Wave top

56. Wallop

57. Vocalist ____ Fitzgerald

58. Surrealist painter Salvador ____

59. Hymnal word

61. Sleeping

62. Metal spike
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Your mind may wander to a fantasyland full of

castles, wizards, and magic dragons today,

Aquarius. You could find that you’re putting

yourself in the robes of a beautiful or handsome

figure in a tall tower who’s waiting for the per-

fect mate to come along. Observe the fanciful

scenario you’ve created and see how the sym-

bols and characters connect with your real life.

Your imagination is trying to tell you something.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Get on the fast track and use your powerful
words and creative mind to make quick
decisions that are mindful yet sponta-
neous. If you get in a pinch today, Pisces,
don’t worry about it. Simply relax, take a
deep breath, and let your intuition guide
you to the right path. Instead of wasting
your energy thrashing helplessly in the
water, call for help.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Start the day with some vigorous yoga and

then some meditation to help clear your mind,

Aries. Stretch your body and get the blood

flowing through all of your limbs. Once your

blood is flowing, your mind will get moving.

Before it gets too far into its noisy routine, take

the opportunity to maintain a quiet, serene

state while you clear out the static and set

forth your goals for the day.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Do something for the community today, Taurus,

and really consider how your talents and skills can

best be put to work. Consider volunteering at a

school or library. Donate blood or help the elderly.

Whatever you do, smile knowing that you’re mak-

ing direct contact with friends who need your

assistance. Instead of just complaining about the

way things are going, take a proactive role in lead-

ing the way toward a more philanthropic world.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you’re having trouble tackling a giant
problem, Gemini, don’t get discouraged or
overwhelmed. They key for you is to break
things down into smaller chunks, analyze
them, and figure out their role within the
greater whole. You will find that by taking
things one step at a time, any problem you
encounter will be infinitely easier to over-
come than you may have thought at first.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It may seem like everyone around you is
happy and getting what they want while
you’re stuck in the trenches, Cancer. Don’t
compare yourself to other people and make
judgments based on outside appearances. The
truth of the matter is that they’re most likely
only looking at the immediate future and
experiencing short-term pleasures. You, how-
ever, have your sights set on the long-term
and will probably be much better off.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Imagination and fantasy play a big part in

your thinking today, Leo, and you shouldn’t

hesitate to embrace this frame of mind.

There’s a great deal of power to be drawn

from your sense of freedom to explore and

dream. Your thinking is more of a higher

consciousness now. You should take advan-

tage of this lofty perspective to see things

from a neutral viewpoint.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Engage more of your rational mind today,
Virgo. If your mind continues on its track
into a fantasy world, you might consider
enlisting the help of people who can help
you bring some discipline to your situation.
For you, the general feeling of the day is
likely to be that the mind is willing, but the
flesh is weak. Let others help you get
inspired to get out of lazy mode.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Suppose you were someone else for a day,

Libra. How would it feel to be treated the

way you normally treat other people? This

is a good time to put yourself in someone

else’s shoes and experience life through

their eyes. By doing this, you’re apt to

become more conscious of your own

actions and the effect of those actions on

the people around you.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today your thoughts may turn to fashion
and the different ways in which you can
improve your wardrobe. Don’t be afraid
to create a look that reflects your true
inner spirit. Deck yourself in external
splendor to illustrate the many different
colors and layers that you carry on the
inside. Don’t hesitate to pick up a fashion
magazine at the grocery store.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

The amazing thing about your nature is

that, like a good politician, you have just

the right tone of voice and catch phrase

for every situation. You can put on your

smile and charm and talk your way out of

just about any pickle you get into.

Embrace this incredible gift, but make

sure that your overall goals are noble as

opposed to self-serving or vengeful.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You’re apt to get the feeling that the grass
is greener on the other side of the fence
today, Capricorn. Try not to get too hung
up on this. Either make the effort to go
where the landscape looks richer and
more fruitful or stay where you are. The
key to true happiness is to make sure that
regardless of where you end up, you enjoy
the spot where you are.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S
outh actress
R a s h m i k a

Mandanna, who has
worked with Amitabh
Bachchan in 'Goodbye',
says that she is grateful
for having done the film
with the Bollywood su-
perstar. Taking to
Instagram, the actress
posted a picture of herself
with Big B and wrote, "I
still can't believe this is
happening.

Having done a film with
sir, getting to talk to him,
being able to share the
same stage as him, talk-
ing about the same topics,
getting to take a picture
with him, my God!!

"He is an absolutely
brilliant performer... A
gem of a person and al-
ways arguing with me as
a reel papa... but my God -
how grateful am I.

"I am grateful for hav-
ing done 'Goodbye' with
Amitabh Bachchan sir.
It's been an absolute hon-
our and this will forever
be super special. PS - See
papa and Tara in five days
on October 7 in cinemas

near you!" The actress
considers the Hindi film
super special as she her-
self mentioned in one
of her posts when she
wrapped up shooting
for the film. She had
then said, "Everyone
I've worked with in
this team will al-
ways and forever be
super special to me
(Guys! Let's work
again soon, like
super soon. I
dunno how you'll
make it happen
but make it hap-
pen!) I love you
guys! You are the
bestest!"

Grateful for having done 'Goodbye'
with Big B, says Rashmika Mandanna

Manju Warrier
shimmers in the

'Kannilu
Kannilu' number

from 'Ayisha'

T
he makers of Aamir
Pallikkal's eagerly

awaited film 'Ayisha', in
which Malayalam actress
Manju Warrier plays the
lead, have released the lyri-
cal video of the dance num-
ber 'Kannilu... Kannilu...',
much to the delight of her
fans. The number, composed
by music director M.
Jayachandran and rendered
by Ahi Ajayan, was eagerly
awaited by fans as it has
Warrier dancing the steps
choreographed by ace dance
choreographer Prabhu
Deva. More interestingly, the
other dancers in the song
who dance along with
Warrier are from different
countries. Sources identify
the dancers as Lathifa from
Tunisia, Salama from the
United Arab Emirates,
Jennifer from the
Philippines, Sarfina from
Nigeria, Sumaiya from
Yeman and Islam from
Syria, apart from three other
dancers from India --
Radhika, Sajna and
Poornima. The song has
been written by two lyricists.
While the Malayalam lyrics
have been penned by B.K.
Harinarayanan, the Arabian
lyrics have been penned by
Noora Al Marzooqi.

The film, which is being
made in seven languages
namely Malayalam, Tamil,
Telugu, Hindi, Kannada,
Arabian and English, has
cinematography by Vishnu
Sarma and editing by Appu
N. Battathiri.

"Adipurush", one of the most
anticipated Indian films of
2023, whose first teaser was
released here on Sunday,
unites the talents of Prabhas
(of the "Baahubali" fran-
chise) and Om Raut, who
directed the Ajay Devgn-star-
rer "Tanhaji: The Unsung
Warrior", the biggest Indian
box office hit of 2020, reports
'Variety'.

"Adipurush" is Raut's take
on the 'Ramayana' by
Valmiki. The film is set 7,000
years ago and in the film,
Prabhas's character is not
called Lord Ram, he is
Raghav, which is another
name for Ram.

Sita, played by Kriti Sanon,
is called Janaki (as in King
Janaka's daughter), while
Saif Ali Khan's Ravana is
Lankesh (lord of Lanka),
which are also derivatives of
their 'Ramayana' names,
notes 'Variety'.

Adipurush literally means
'first man', but here the inter-
pretation is that of 'best
man'. Post "Tanhaji", Raut
could have called any Indian
A-lister for his next film but

he chose Prabhas. "I always
had Prabhas in my mind when
I was writing Raghav's char-
acter -- it became so com-
pelling for me," Raut said in a
conversation with 'Variety'.
"If it was not him, I would
have not made the film."

Raut made it to Hyderabad
from Mumbai in the middle of
India's first Covid-19 lock-
down to discuss the film with
Prabhas in person. The actor
describes the meeting as a
"super exciting day".

"After three days, I got a
little stressed because I
thought it's the most precious
film for the country -- can I do
it?" Prabhas told 'Variety'.
"Om said not to worry and so
it was a beautiful thing that
happened. I think it's the
most prestigious film in my
life."

Prabhas says he signed on
because of Raut's intriguing
screenplay and how it inte-
grates the history and culture
of India. "The way he
designed the film was amaz-
ing, huge. And I think he
made it very well," Prabhas
said.

‘Adipurush’ teaser 
out; most precious
film, says Prabhas

AA s Sunny Leone kicks off
the new season of

youth-based reality show
'Splitsvilla', the actress on
why it is the most exciting
genre to pull off. She says
non-fiction is always difficult
to shoot and perform as one
has to be themselves and
that's the most challenging
and most fun thing to do.

With the new season in
Goa, she tells us that this is
the toughest genre to shoot.
The actress is soon going to
star opposite Vishnu Manchu
in the upcoming Pan-India

film 'Ginna'. From shooting a
multilingual film to doing an
action packed web series, the
actress has done it all in 2022.
But what turned out to be the
most thrilling for her is
'Splitsvilla'.

Revealing the reason, she
said: "At its core, this reality
show is about love, longing
and heartbreak. To see young
people go through that jour-
ney is both heartening and
sometimes tough to judge.
Human beings are flawed by
nature and so when we show
these real emotions on

screens, even as judges we
find it hard to gauge who is
right and who is wrong.

She added: "Moreover,
every year, the attempt to do
something unexpected and
keep the conversations fresh.
The whole team endeavours
to retain the snazziness of the
show and blend it with gen-
uine emotions. 

Non-fiction is always diffi-
cult to shoot and perform.
You have to be yourself and
sometimes that's the most
challenging and most fun
thing to do."

Sunny Leone
on non-fiction
shows: You have
to be yourself,
and that's 

challenging
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Meghana 

Sylhet, Oct 03 (PTI):
Opener Sabbhineni

Meghana (69) batted with
authority to record her
maiden T20I half-century
as India defeated Malaysia
by 30 runs via the
Duckworth-Lewis method
in the rain-curtailed Asia
Cup match here on
Monday. Replacing vice-
captain Smriti Mandhana
at the top, Meghana hit a
career-best 69 off 53 deliv-
eries to help India post 181
for 4. In reply, Malaysia
were tottering at 16/2 in 5.2
overs when rain stopped
play, far behind the 46-run
mark which was the D/L
par score when the match
was called off. With the
win, India moved to the
second spot on the points
table — with four points —
behind Pakistan.

Meghana took the
Malaysian bowling attack
to the sword as she brought
up her career-best score in
the format after India were
asked to bat.

The big-hitting Shafali
Verma, who is struggling
for form, also pitched in
but the teenager looked
scratchy for the most part
of her 46-run knock.

Meghana made most of
the opportunity provided
to her as she donned the
role of the aggressor from
the very first ball. She
milked boundaries every
over, hitting the ball all
across the ground in the
powerplay as India fetched
47/0 in the first six overs.
She was dropped on 14 by

skipper Winifred
Duraisingam (2/36) in the

third over and the right-
hander made the

Malaysian’s pay for the
error as she raced to fifty
with a boundary.

Poor fielding only added
to Malaysia’s woes as the
Indian women looked on
course for a 200-plus score.
However, Duraisingam got
the big-wicket of
Meghana. The Indian
looked to drive only to chip
the ball straight into the
hands of extra cover, send-
ing the entire Malaysian
team into frenzy. Shafali,
who had played the second
second fiddle to perfection,
smashed a couple of sixes
but failed to carry on the
momentum once Meghana
was out.

Richa Ghosh was elevat-
ed to the number three
spot and the young wicket-
keeper played a fluent 33-
run knock, finding the
gaps beautifully. But
Shafali struggled to accel-
erate as Malaysia tight-
ened their bowling and
fielding while also trigger-
ing a mini-batting collapse.

In the eventful penulti-
mate over, Shafali was
bowled by 17-year-old Nur
Dania Syuhada (2/9) off
the first delivery before the
spinner got rid of Kiran
Navgire (0) in the next ball.
It would have been three-
wicket haul for the teenag-
er had Richa not been
dropped at deep mid-wick-
et on 31.

Defending 181, spinners
Deepti Sharma (1/10) and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad
(1/6) got rid of openers
Winifred Duraisingam (0)
and Wan Julia (1) before
rain stopped play.

Meghana dazzles as India beat
Malaysia by 30 runs via D/L method

Indore, Oct 03 (PTI):

It may be an inconse-
quential game on paper
but Indian bowlers await
another tough test against
South Africa ahead of the
T20 World Cup when the
two teams meet in the final
game of the three-match
series here on Tuesday.

Having sealed their first-
ever series against South
Africa at home, Indian
team management has de-
cided to rest its premier
batter Virat Kohli and vice-
captain KL Rahul for the
final game.

“Yes, both Virat and
Rahul have been rested
from the final T20I,” said a
BCCI official. After the
final game against the
Proteas, Kohli and Rahul
will link up with the squad
in Mumbai from where the
team is scheduled to leave
for Australia on October 6
for the T20 World Cup. It is
expected that standby bat-
ter Shreyas Iyer will re-
place Kohli for the final
game in the playing XI.
With Rahul also rested, ei-
ther Suryakumar Yadav or
Rishabh Pant will open
alongside with Rohit
Sharma. With no second
reserve batter in the
squad, Shahbaz Ahmed or
one among Mohammed
Siraj or Umesh Yadav
could get a look-in. Since
their early exit from the
T20 World Cup 12 months
ago, the Indian batting has
come a long way and looks
formidable ahead of the
next edition beginning
later this month. Majority

of the batters remain the
same from the UAE edition
but it is the drastic change
in approach which has
made the difference.
Heading into the ICC

event, India’s high-profile
top-three have hit top form
including Rahul who al-
layed concerns about his
strike rate with a sublime
effort on Sunday.

Kohli has batted a 140
plus strike rate since the
Asia Cup that includes
three 50s and a much-
awaited hundred. Skipper
Rohit has come up with
impactful innings over the
course of the six games at
home against Australia
and South Africa. Number
four Suryakumar Yadav is
in a league of his own and
seems to be batting at a
much higher level than his
teammates, so much so
that Rohit is contemplat-
ing to play him straight in
the team’s World Cup
opener against Pakistan
on October 23. Pant is yet
to bat in the series and
though Dinesh Karthik got
seven balls in the second
T20, he too would be hop-
ing to get a hit in the mid-
dle.

Jasprit Bumrah’s ab-
sence has compounded
India’s bowling woes, espe-
cially in the death overs,
but the team needs to find
a way if the star pacer
doesn’t get fit in time for
the ICC event. Deepak
Chahar, who is among
World Cup reserves, has
been impressive with the
new ball but question
marks remain over his effi-
cacy towards the back end
of the innings.

Arshdeep Singh has
made an impact both with
new and old ball but was
unusually expensive on
Sunday. Having bowled as
many as three no balls, it
was a forgettable night for
the left-arm pacer who
would be eager to bounce
back.

SA Series: India rest Kohli, Rahul but
another stern test awaits bowling unit

India’s captain Rohit Sharma (R) stands next to coach
Rahul Dravid during a practice session.

Surat, Oct 03 (PTI):

Former world champi-
onships bronze medallist
B Sai Praneeth showed
nerves of steel to outwit
in-form HS Prannoy in a
thrilling three-setter as
Telangana blanked Kerala
3-0 to win the coveted
mixed team badminton
gold at the National
Games here on Monday.

Enduring a dip in form
for over a year now, Tokyo

Olympian Praneeth final-
ly had something to cheer
about as he dug deep into
his reservoir to see off
Kerala’s top shuttler
Prannoy 18-21 21-16 22-20 to
give Telangana a 2-0 lead.

His victory came on the
heels of another brilliant
show by the husband-and-
wife duo of B Sumeeth
Reddy and N Sikki Reddy,
who got the better of the
youthful pair of MR Arjun
and Treesa Jolly 21-15 14-21

21-14 in a thrilling battle.
In the women’s singles,

Samiya Farooqui beat TR
Gowrikrishna 21-5 21-12 to
seal the win for
Telangana.

Telangana’s decision to
field the experienced
Sumeeth and Sikki in the
opening mixed doubles
match ahead of
Vishnuvardhan Goud and
Gayatri Gopichand, who
had lost against
Maharashtra, paid divi-
dends as they put the team
ahead.

“We only gave the coach
the option of trying us
out,” Sumeeth said, even
though they had last
played together way back
in the 2021 Thailand Open.

The couple fumbled at
the start as the speedy
Arjun and Treesa jumped
into an early 5-2 lead.

“We were playing after a
long time. We don’t even
practice together as we
quite often get into argu-
ments. It took some time to
get into a rhythm.

Badminton at National Games

Praneeth edges out Prannoy as 
Telangana ambush Kerala to win team gold

Guwahati, Oct 03 (PTI):

Just as Virat Kohl’s ‘self-
less knock’ won the hearts
of cricket lovers here on
Sunday night, the boister-
ous crowd that cheered the
game drew praise from the
ace player too. Kohli
missed a half-century by a
whisker as he remained
unbeaten at 49 with India
setting a target of 238 for
South Africa. India went
on to win the match by 16
runs and grab the three-

match T20 series by win-
ning the first two games.
The capacity crowd of
nearly 39,000 at the Assam
Cricket Association (ACA)
Stadium here had the loud-
est cheers reserved for the
former Team India cap-
tain. Praising the massive
support, Kohli expressed
his gratitude to the crowd
on Twitter. “Great game.
Terrific atmosphere.
Thank you Guwahati,” the
star player wrote, sharing
pictures of the game, in a
post-midnight Tweet.
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who was
among the crowd for the
match, shared the Tweet
and wrote: “Thank you so
much @imVkohli .”

Kohli’s fans, who ig-
nored humid conditions
and missed Durga Puja fes-
tivities on Sunday to watch
their favourite cricketer in
action, also responded
with the same love on the
micro-blogging site.
Cricket follower and jour-
nalist Bidisha Singha
wrote: “Thank u Champ!
What a selfless knock.”

Kohli thanks Guwahati 
for ‘terrific atmosphere’

Guwahati, Oct 03 (PTI):

Shortly after he let his
bat do the talking amid
criticism regarding his
slow strike rate, India
opener KL Rahul coun-
tered his detractors, say-
ing he bats according to
the “demand of the in-
nings.” Rahul sizzled with
a 28-ball 57 in the India’s
series-clinching 16-run
win over South Africa in
the second T20I to silence
his critics on Sunday.

The Indian vice-cap-
tain’s strike rate had come
under scanner during the
Asia Cup and his 56-ball 51
against South Africa in
the series opener at
Thiruvananthapuram.

“Yes, going at a higher
strike rate was a demand
of this innings,” Rahul
said at the post-match
press conference.

“When you are batting
first you obviously want to
give yourself a couple of
overs to assess the condi-
tions to see what are the

shots that you can play,
you talk to your partner,”

“You sort of give your-
self a target and then you
try and play accordingly.
We’ve always tried to be
more aggressive, take a lot
of risks. that was what
needed from me today and
I’m happy that it came off
today,” he added.

Rahul was seen hitting a
couple of sixes effortlessly
over fine square leg with
his impressive wrist work.

“Yes, there’s a certain
gift all of us have, that’s
why we are playing for the

country. We have gotten
this far because there’s
naturally certain talents.

“It’s T20 cricket, you
have to get in position to
try to hit sixes. When the
balls come at 145kmph,
you don’t have much time
to see the ball and react,
you hit with instinct. It’s a
lot of practice over the
years,” he said.

Their aggressive ap-
proach while batting was a
conscious effort post the
last T20 World Cup debacle
in UAE where India failed
to make the knockouts.

Higher strike rate was 
a demand of innings: Rahul

LLaahhoorree,,  OOcctt  0033  ((AAPP))::  England
finished its first tour to
Pakistan in 17 years with a
thumping 67-run win in their
Twenty20 decider to clinch the
exciting seven-match series 4-
3. Dawid Malan (78 not out off
47 balls) smashed his first half
century of the series and
Harry Brook hit an unbeaten
29-ball 46 as both profited
from three dropped catches in

England’s strong total of 209-
3. Pakistan, which won the
toss and chose to field, was
effectively out of the chase
once the usually prolific open-
ing pair of captain Babar Azam
and Mohammad Rizwan
departed within the first two
overs. 

Pakistan finished on 142-8.
Babar, who dropped both
Malan and Brook, gave a regu-

lation catch at cover in Chris
Woakes’ first over and Reece
Topley clean bowled Rizwan
off a full-length delivery. No. 3
Shan Masood fought a lone
battle with 56 off 43 against
well-disciplined England pac-
ers with Woakes (3-26), David
Willey (2-22), Sam Curran (1-
27) and Topley (1-34) all chip-
ping in with wickets. “Brilliant
game today, we played really

well from the start,” said
England captain Moeen Ali.
“The batters put up a very
good score and I thought our
bowling was outstanding in
wet conditions. We had two
must-win games, to come
back and win them is good to
see.” Regular England T20
skipper Jos Buttler didn’t play
a single game on tour and con-
tinued his rehabilitation on an
injured calf.

England’s opening pair of
Phil Salt (20) and Alex Hales
(18) once again provided a
brisk start of 39 before both
fell in the space of three deliv-
eries in the fifth over. Hales
was pinned leg before wicket
by Mohammad Hasnain, one
of the four changes Pakistan
made from the team which
lost the last game by eight
wickets on Friday. 

Salt couldn’t beat a strong
direct throw from Shadab
Khan and was run out after
Malan refused a single and
stood his ground at the strik-
er’s end.

England thumps Pakistan 
in T20 decider, wins series 4-3

Guwahati, Oct 03 (PTI):

Formidable South
African batter David
Miller has a firm belief
that the series-defeat
against India won’t make

them a lesser force at
the fast-approaching

T20 World Cup as he
cited Australia’s title

triumph in the previous
edition despite their
wretched run ahead of the
big-ticket event.

South African top-order
batters struggled badly
while their bowlers were
also not at their best on
Sunday as India took an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the
three-match series with a
16-run win in the second
game here. The loss will
hurt them little, said
Miller, saying Australia
had also struggled badly in
2021 but eventually they
became the world champi-
ons. Australia had entered
the World Cup after five
back-to-back series defeats
in the format.

“There’re a lot of stories
in the past with one being
Australia not doing too
well before the World Cup,
and then they end up win-
ning the World Cup.

Not much to worry about, 
Australians won title despite struggles

before World Cup: Miller

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):
India’s Rohan Bopanna
and his partner Matwe
Middelkoop beat Santiago
Gonzalez and Andres
Molteni in the summit
clash to claim the doubles
title at the USD 1,019,855
ATP tennis tournament
in Tel Aviv on Sunday. The
top seeded Indo-Dutch
pair notched up a 6-2 6-4
win over the third seeded
Gonzalez from Mexico
and Argentina’s Molteni
in the final. mIt was

Bopanna’s third title of
the season. The 42-year-
old Indian had won two ti-
tles this seasons with com-
patriot Ramkumar
Ramathan in Adelaide
and Pune. It was also the
first ATP Tour title for
Bopanna and Middelkoop
as a team. Bopanna and
Middelkoop brought their
best tennis in the final,
powering through in
straight sets to lift the
ATP 250 trophy after one
hour and 12 minutes.

Bopanna-Middelkoop 
claim doubles title in Tel Aviv

Union Minister Balyan appears 
in court in case related to 2013 

Muzaffarnagar violence
Muzaffarnagar (UP), Oct 03 (PTI): 

Union Minister
Sanjeev Balyan and
other BJP leaders on
Monday appeared in a
special MP/MLA court
here in connection with
a case of violating pro-
hibitory orders and in-
citing communal ten-
sion during the 2013
Muzaffarnagar riots.

Judge Mayank
Jaiswal fixed October 10
as the next date of hear-
ing as all accused were
not present in the court.
The judge also issued
non-bailable warrants
against four accused, in-
cluding Achary
N a r s i n g h a n a n d
Saraswati alias Deepak
Tyagi, priest of Dasna
(Gaziabad) temple, for

failing to appear in
court. The court direct-
ed the police to produce
him and three other ac-
cused - Ravinder, Mintu
and Shivkumar - on
October 10. According to
prosecution officer
Niraj Singh, 21 accused
including Union minis-
ter Balyan, UP minister
Kapil Dev Agarwal and
VHP leader Sadhvi
Prachi, are facing trial
for allegedly violating
prohibitory orders and
inciting communal vio-
lence. It is alleged that
they had taken part in a
panchayat meeting in
Nagla Mador village
where they violated pro-
hibitory orders and in-
cited violence through
their speeches on
August 30, 2013.

Seven assembly bypolls
in six states on Nov 3: EC

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI): 

Bypolls to seven va-
cant assembly seats
spread across six states
will be held on
November 3, the
Election Commission
announced on Monday.

Bypolls will be held
on two seats -- Mokama
and Gopalganj -- of
Bihar , Andheri (East)
of Maharashtra,
Adampur of Haryana,
Munugode of
Telangana, Gola
Gorakhnath of Uttar
Pradesh, and
Dhamnagar of Odisha,
it said.

The counting of
votes will take place on

November 6, the poll
panel said in a state-
ment. The notification
for the bypolls will be
issued on October 7.

The Andheri (East),
Gola Gorakhnath,
Gopalganj and
Dhamnagar seats fell
vacant following the
demise of their respec-
tive MLAs. The
Mokama seat fell va-
cant after the sitting
MLA was disqualified
upon conviction in a
case.

The Adampur as-
sembly byelection was
necessitated following
the resignation of
Kuldeep Bishnoi as a
Congress MLA.

Delhi HC seeks assistance
from Kiran Bedi 

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has sought assistance
from retired IPS officer
Kiran Bedi on a matter
concerning the welfare of
women living in an
ashram founded by self-
styled spiritual preacher
Virender Dev Dixit.

The court, which had
earlier constituted a com-
mittee under her supervi-
sion to monitor the func-
tioning of the ashram --
Adhyatmik Vidhyalaya,
Rohini -- directed that the
former Lieutenant
Governor of Puducherry
be informed about the
listing of the matter on
October 7.

In an order passed re-
cently, a bench of Chief
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice

Subramonium Prasad
said, "Ms. Kiran Bedi is
requested to assist this
Court in the matter on the
next date of hearing."

"Learned Counsel ap-
pearing for the Delhi
Commission for Women
undertakes to inform Ms.
Kiran Bedi about the list-
ing of the present case on
October 7, 2022. The
Registrar General shall
also inform Ms. Kiran
Bedi about listing of the
matter on October 7,
2022," noted the court.

In 2017, an NGO
Foundation for Social
Empowerment, repre-
sented by lawyer Sravan
Kumar, had moved the
high court alleging that
several minors and
women were allegedly
being illegally confined at
the "spiritual university"

and were not allowed to
meet their parents.

The high court had
then asked the CBI to
trace the founder of the
ashram Dixit and direct-
ed the agency to probe the
alleged illegal confine-
ment of girls and women
in the ashram where it
was claimed they were
kept in "animal-like" con-
ditions behind metal
doors in a "fortress" sur-
rounded by barbed wire.

It had also immediately
set up a committee, com-
prising lawyers and Delhi
Commission for Women
chief Swati Maliwal, to
inspect the premises of
the institute.

The committee, com-
prising lawyers Ajay
Verma and Nandita Rao,
had then given a report
detailing the "horrible"

living conditions of the
over 100 girls and women
who were housed in "ani-
mal-like conditions with
no privacy even for
bathing."

Earlier this year, the
court had asked the
ashram to show cause as
to why it should not be
taken over by the Delhi
government and said it
was difficult to accept
that the inmates were liv-
ing there of their 
free will.

It had also said that
while it cannot force the
women living in the
ashram under "shock-
ing" conditions to live
with their parents, no in-
stitution has the licence
to conduct its affairs in a
manner that violates fun-
damental rights of the
inmates.
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ED initiates money 
laundering probe

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI): 

The ED has initiated a
probe against a Chinese
"controlled" mobile app
that allegedly duped a num-
ber of youngsters in lieu of
providing them part-time
jobs that included "liking"
and uploading celebrity
videos on social media plat-
forms. The federal agency
said on Monday it has raid-
ed at least 12 entities in
Bengaluru that are linked
to the app -- 'Keepsharer' --
following which it seized
funds worth Rs 5.85 crore.

The probe found that
"gullible public, mostly
youth, were cheated by
some Chinese persons
through a mobile app
namely Keepsharer which
promised them to give part-
time job and collected

money from them", the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) said in a statement.
The Chinese formed com-
panies here and recruited
several Indians as direc-
tors, translators (Mandarin
to English and vice-versa),
HR managers and tele-
callers, the ED said. "They
obtained the documents of
Indians and opened bank
accounts. The accused
Chinese persons developed
the app and started its ad-
vertisement through
WhatsApp and Telegram.
"This app was linked with
an investment app and for
registration on the former,
they collected money from
the youth," the ED said.
The accused also collected
money from people in the
name of investment
through this app, while the

youth were given the task
of liking the videos of
celebrities and uploading
them on social media.

"When the task was com-
pleted, they used to pay Rs
20 per video which was
credited in the Keepsharer
wallet. For some time, the
money got credited, but
later the app was removed
from the play store. Thus,
the public was cheated of
their investment and the
remuneration to be paid
which ran into crores of ru-
pees," the agency claimed.
The agency said the money
collected through this
"scam" was routed from the
bank accounts of some
Bengaluru-based compa-
nies and then converted
into crypto currency and
transferred to China-based
crypto exchanges.

An artisan prepares an effigy of demon king
Ravana ahead of the Dussehra festival, in
Nagpur, Monday.

DUSSEHRA FESTIVAL

Against Chinese app that ‘cheated’ job seekers

PFI raids: Court
extends ATS custody

of five accused
Mumbai, Oct 03 (PTI): A
court here on Monday ex-
tended till October 8 the
ATS custody of five al-
leged members of the
Popular Front of India
(PFI) who were arrested
during multi-agency
raids conducted in
Maharashtra.

The five accused were
among 20 people appre-
hended in the state by the
Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS)
in multi-agency raids
across the country spear-
headed by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on September 22.

The ATS produced the
accused before the court
of additional sessions
judge A M Patil on
Monday on the expiry of
their previous remand,
and sought their custody
for eight more days.
However, after hearing
the arguments of both
sides, the court extended
their remand by 
five days.



ITBP DG
New Delhi: Senior IPS
officer Anish Dayal Singh
on Monday took charge
as the new director gen-
eral (DG) of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police
that guards the 3,488-km
Line of Actual Control
with China. The 1988-
batch officer of Manipur
cadre was handed over
the ceremonial baton by
his batchmate S L
Thaosen who has been
holding the additional
charge of the about the
90,000-personnel-strong
mountain-warfare trained
force since August after
Sanjay Arora was
appointed Delhi Police
Commissioner.

Sheena Bora case
Mumbai: Rahul Mukerjea,
son of former media
baron Peter Mukerjea, on
Monday denied having
any knowledge about Rs
10 lakh being paid to
police for not registering
a road accident case
against him. Rahul
Mukerjea told court it
was not “really” an acci-
dent and that he had not
crashed into the pregnant
woman while riding a
motorcycle. Responding
to a question about an
accident in 2010, Rahul
Mukerjea said it is true
he met with an accident
while riding a motorcycle,
but asserted it was not
correct to say he crashed
into a pregnant lady.

Tiger safari 
Rishikesh: More than
6000 trees were felled
illegally to start a tiger
safari in the Kalagarh for-
est division of Corbett
Tiger Reserve, the Forest
Survey of India (FSI) has
said in its report. The
Uttarakhand forest
department had taken the
clearance of the Union
Ministry of Forest,
Environment and Climate
Change for the tiger
safari project saying only
163 trees will be chopped
off in the process. But the
FSI in its report said
6,093 trees were felled
over 16.21 hectares of
land in place of 163 for
the tiger safri project at
Pakhro in the Kalagarh
forest division.

Man dies
Palghar:A 35-year-old
man died while dancing
at a garba event in Virar
town of Maharashtra’s
Palghar district, police
said on Monday. Manish
Narapji Sonigra collapsed
while dancing at a garba
event at Global City com-
plex in Virar on the inter-
vening night of Saturday
and Sunday, an official
from Virar police said.
The man was rushed to a
hospital by his father
Narapji Sonigra (66) and
was declared dead. 

MAHA ASHTAMI

Bengali film actress Koel Mallick blows a conch shell
during a Maha Ashtami ‘puja’ amid the ongoing
Durga puja festival, in Kolkata, Monday.
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BRIEF

New Director General (DGs)
of ITBP Anish Dayal Singh
(R) takes charge from his

predecessor SL Thaosen, in
New Delhi, Monday.

Stockholm, Oct 03 (AP):

Swedish scientist
Svante Paabo won this
year’s Nobel Prize in medi-
cine Monday for his dis-
coveries on human evolu-
tion that provided key in-
sights into our immune
system and what makes us
unique compared with our
extinct cousins, the
award’s panel said.

Paabo has spearheaded
the development of new
techniques that allowed re-
searchers to compare the
genome of modern hu-
mans and that of other ho-
minins the Neanderthals
and Denisovans.

“Svante Paabo’s ground-
breaking discoveries have
provided important new
knowledge regarding our
evolutionary history,” said
Anna Wedell, chair of the
Nobel Committee. While
Neanderthal bones were
first discovered in the mid-
19th century, only by un-
locking their DNA often

referred to as the code of
life have scientists been
able to fully understand
the links between species.

This included the time
when modern humans
and Neanderthals di-
verged as a species, deter-
mined to be around 800,000
years ago, “Paabo and his
team also surprisingly
found that gene flow had
occurred from
Neanderthals to Homo

sapiens, demonstrating
that they had children to-
gether during periods of
co-existence,” Wedell said.

This transfer of genes
between hominin species
affects how the immune
system of modern hu-
mans reacts to infections,
such as the coronavirus.
People outside Africa have
1-2% of Neanderthal
genes. Paabo and his team
also managed to extract

DNA from a tiny finger
bone found in a cave in
Siberia, leading to the
recognition of a new
species of ancient humans
they called Denisovans.

Wedell described this as
“a sensational discovery”
that subsequently showed
Neanderthals and
Denisovan to be sister
groups which split from
each other around 600,000
years ago.

Denisovan genes have
been found in up to 6% of
modern humans in Asia
and Southeast Asia, indi-
cating that interbreeding
occurred there too.

“By mixing with them
after migrating out of
Africa, homo sapiens
picked up sequences that
improved their chances to
survive in their new envi-
ronments,” said Wedell.
For example, Tibetans
share a gene with
Denisovans that helps
them adapt to the high alti-
tude.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):

The Indian Air Force on
Monday said it scrambled
its fighter jets after receiv-
ing information of a bomb
scare on a China-bound
Iranian civilian plane that
was flying over the Indian
airspace.

An intimation was re-
ceived of the bomb scare
on an airline bearing
Iranian registration, when
it was transiting through
Indian airspace, the IAF
said, adding the plane was
offered the option to land
at Jaipur or Chandigarh
but the pilots refused to di-
vert.

According to ATC
sources, the Mahan Air
flight W581 was on its way
from Tehran to
Guangzhou in China when
an alert was triggered.

“IAF fighter aircraft
were scrambled, which fol-
lowed the aircraft at a safe
distance. The aircraft was
offered the option to land
at Jaipur and then, at
Chandigarh. However, the
pilot declared his unwill-

ingness to divert to either
of the two airports.

“After a while, intima-
tion was received from
Tehran to disregard the
bomb scare, following
which, the aircraft contin-
ued on its journey towards
its final destination,” it
said.

Sources said the IAF
was informed about the
bomb scare by the Delhi
ATC and then, Sukhoi air-
craft were scrambled by
the IAF. It is learnt that the
IAF scrambled Sukhoi air-
craft from its bases in
Punjab and Rajasthan.

Later, Iranian news
agency IRNA, quoting a
statement from Mahan
Air, reported that the
flight landed safely.

The news agency said
the statement was re-
leased in reaction to the
news regarding the bomb
threat.

“As soon as the pilot was
alerted about the possibili-
ty of a bomb attack, he in-
formed the control tower
and requested an emer-
gency landing in India,” it

said and added that such
reports seem to be aimed
at disturbing security and
mental peace.

Meanwhile, a senior
Delhi Police officer said
they received a call about
the bomb scare on an Iran-
China flight from the Air
Traffic Control but soon
they were informed by the
ATC that the flight was not
landing in Delhi.

The IAF also said that
all actions were taken by
the force as per the laid
down procedure, jointly
with the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) and
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS).

It is learnt that the ATC
at Delhi airport remained
in contact with the IAF
when the aircraft was in
Indian airspace.

People familiar with the
development said the
Delhi ATC received inputs
from the Lahore ATC that
there was a bomb threat
on the Mahan Air flight.
Subsequently, the Delhi
ATC informed the pilots
but they decided to fly on.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  0033  ((PPTTII))::

The CBI has detained a
Russian national at Indira
Gandhi International Airport in
connection with its probe into
alleged manipulation of JEE
(Mains) examination last year,
officials said Monday. 

The central agency had
issued a ‘Look Out Circular’
against the foreign national,
suspected to be main hacker,
for alleged manipulation of the
prestigious examination, they
said. 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) was alert-
ed by the central agencies
when the Russian national
arrived at the airport from
abroad, they said. 

He was immediately
detained by the CBI and is
being questioned in connec-
tion with the JEE manipulation

case probed by the agency,
they said. Sources said the
suspect might be taken into
custody. In September last
year, the agency had booked
Affinity Education Pvt Ltd and
its three directors, Siddharth
Krishna, Vishwambhar Mani
Tripathi and Govind Varshney,
besides other touts and associ-
ates for alleged manipulation
of examination. It was alleged
that the three directors, in
conspiracy with other associ-
ates and touts, were manipu-
lating the online examination
of JEE (Mains) and facilitating
aspiring students to get admis-
sion into top National
Institutes of Technology in
consideration of huge amounts
by solving the applicants’
question papers through
remote access from a chosen
examination centre in Sonepat
(Haryana).

Jodhpur, Oct 3 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) on Monday inducted
the first fleet of indigenous-
ly-built Light Combat
Helicopter (LCH), which
has been developed prima-
rily for mountain warfare
after a requirement for it
was felt during the Kargil
war in 1999. Developed by
state-run aerospace major
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL), the 5.8-tonne twin-
engine gunship chopper is
armed with air-to-air mis-
siles, 20 mm turret guns,
rocket systems and other
weapons. The fleet compris-
ing four helicopters was in-
ducted into the IAF at a cer-
emony at the Jodhpur Air
Force Station in presence of

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Chief of Defence
Staff Gen Anil Chauhan,
Chief of Air Staff Air Chief

Marshal VR Chaudhari and
other senior military offi-
cials. The defence minister
named the helicopter as
“Prachand” (fierce) and
said the platform, capable of
operating in day and night,
will add significant edge to
the IAF’s combat capabili-
ties as it can hit enemy tar-
gets with precision.

Singh, who also flew a
sortie on the LCH, said it
can operate in all possible
conditions, and is among
one of the best globally in
its class. The helicopter,
with its wide range of mis-
siles and other weapons,
can hit enemy infantry,
tanks, bunkers, drones and
other assets in high-altitude
regions, military officials
said.

BBhhaaddoohhii  ((UUPP)),,  OOcctt  33  ((PPTTII))::

Three children were among
five people killed and 64
injured after a fire broke out
in a Durga Puja pandal here
due to overheating of a halo-
gen light, officials said on
Monday.

A digital show was going
on at the pandal in Nathua
village when the fire broke
out on Sunday night, reduc-
ing the structure to ashes.
More than 300 people were in
the pandal when the blaze
erupted and a majority of
them were women and chil-
dren.

District Magistrate (DM)
Gaurang Rathi said the fire
broke out around 9.30 pm on
Sunday when a halogen light
at the pandal overheated,

causing an electric wire to
catch fire. Soon the fire
engulfed the wooden scaf-
folding and the tent, he said.

The cause of the fire was
ascertained by a special
probe team constituted by
Additional Director General
Ram Kumar, he added. A total
of 67 people were injured in
the fire and three of them —
Ankush Soni (12), Jaya Devi
(45) and Naveen (10) — died. 

Later, Arti Chaubey (48)
and Harshvardhan (8) died
during treatment, a senior
official said. Superintendent
of Police Anil Kumar said an
FIR has been lodged at Aurai
police station against mem-
bers of the concerned puja
samiti as negligence was
found in organising the
event.

New Delhi/Hyderabad,
Oct 03 (PTI): Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor on
Monday asserted that a
reimagined party is need-
ed to take on the BJP, seek-
ing support from party
electors for his candidacy
to the post of party chief.
Tharoor, who represents
Thiruvananthapuram in
the Lok Sabha, ruled out
ideological difference
with party veteran
Mallikarjun Kharge, who
is also in the presidential
race.

“Let me make clear that
I agree with @kharge ji
that all of us in @incIndia
wish to take on the BJP
rather than each other.
There is no ideological
difference between us.
The choice for our voting
colleagues Oct 17 is only
on how to do it most effec-

tively,” Tharoor said in a
tweet. His remarks comes
a day after Kharge said he
conveyed to Tharoor that
a consensus candidate
would be better, but the
Lok Sabha MP insisted on
a contest for the “sake of
democracy”. Tharoor,
who is in Hyderabad in

connection with his cam-
paign for Congress presi-
dential poll, said he has
“enormous” respect for
his rival Mallikarjun
Kharge. “I believe we
need a reinvented,
reimagined Congress to
take on the BJP. That’s
why I have continued

with my candidacy in this
election,” he told re-
porters in Hyderabad.

“We want the Congress
party to prevail once
again in our country. As
far as I am concerned, the
only real difference in
this election is about how
we go about the chal-
lenges facing the
Congress party in over-
coming the BJP and its
formidable electoral ma-
chine,” he said.

The contest is a “discus-
sion within the family”
and there is no quarrel, he
said. Kharge has great ex-
perience, ability and
knowledge, he said.

“I bring a different ap-
proach and I put that be-
fore the voters to see what
they want. But, I do want
to stress. We are all in this
together.”

No proposal to
scrap Minority

Affairs
Ministry: Govt

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):
The government on
Monday clarified that
there is no proposal
under consideration to
scrap the Ministry of
Minority Affairs.

The clarification came
in response to a media
report that claimed that
the Centre is likely to
scrap the Ministry of
Minority Affairs and
merge it with the Social
Justice and
Empowerment ministry.

No such proposal is
under consideration, the
PIB Fact check clarified
in a tweet, which was re-
tweeted by Union
Minority Affairs minis-
ter Smriti Irani.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):

Appointment on com-
passionate ground is a con-
cession not a right and the
object of granting such
employment is to enable
the affected family to tide
over a sudden crisis, the
Supreme Court has said.

The apex court last week
set aside the judgement of
a division bench of the
Kerala High Court, which
confirmed the verdict of a
single judge directing the
Fertilisers and Chemicals
Travancore Ltd and others
to consider the case of a
woman for appointment
on compassionate ground.
A bench of Justices M R
Shah and Krishna Murari

noted that the father of the
woman was employed with
Fertilisers and Chemicals
Travancore Ltd and died
while on duty in April
1995. At the time of his
death, it noted, his wife
was serving and therefore
not eligible for appoint-
ment on compassionate
ground. “After a period of
24 years from the death of
the deceased employee, the
respondent shall not be en-
titled to the appointment
on compassionate
ground,” the bench said.

According to the law laid
down by the apex court on
appointment on compas-
sionate ground, equal op-
portunity for all govern-
ment vacancies should be

provided to all aspirants as
mandated under Articles
14 and 16 of the
Constitution. Article 14 of
the Constitution deals
with equality before law
and Article 16 with equali-
ty of opportunity in mat-
ters of public employment.
“However, appointment on
compassionate ground of-
fered to a dependent of a
deceased employee is an
exception to the said
norms.

The compassionate
ground is a concession and
not a right,” the bench said
in its judgement delivered
on September 30. The apex
court noted that when the
employee had died in 1995,
his daughter was a minor.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):

The Centre on
Monday issued advi-
sories to news websites,
OTT platforms and pri-
vate satellite channels
asking them to refrain
from carrying advertise-
ments of offshore bet-
ting sites.

“...the private satellite
television channels are
strongly advised to re-
frain

advertisements of on-
line offshore betting
platforms and/or their
surrogate news web-
sites or any such prod-
uct/service depicting

these platforms in a sur-
rogate manner,” the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting advi-
sory said.

It also warned private
satellite television chan-
nels of penal action
under applicable laws
for violation of the advi-
sory.

In a separate advisory
to publishers of news
and current affairs con-
tent on digital media
and OTT platforms, the
ministry issued a simi-
lar directive and asked
them not to target such
advertisements towards
the Indian audience.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
has sought a response
from the Centre and oth-
ers to a plea filed by a girl
who was denied admis-
sion in a medical course
on account of a speech
defect.

A bench of Justices D
Y Chandrachud and
Hima Kohli issued no-
tices to the Union of
India, National Medical
Commission and others
and sought their replies
within three weeks.

The top court was
hearing a plea filed by a
girl suffering from a
speech defect who has
challanged the amended
Medical Council of India

Regulations on Graduate
Medical Education, 1997.

“As a consequence of
the Regulations, though
the petitioner suffers
from a benchmark dis-
ability within the mean-
ing of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
Act 2016, she has been ex-
cluded from pursuing
her medical education on
the ground that her
speech defect is in excess
of 40 per cent. Issue no-
tice,” the bench said.

The plea has chal-
lenged Regulations on
Graduate Medical
Education, 1997 as
amended as a conse-
quence of which the peti-
tioner has been excluded
from the exam.

SC notice to Centre on plea of girl 
with speech defect denied admission

Appointment on compassionate
ground concession not a right: SC

Centre asks news websites, TV
channels to refrain from carrying

advertisements of betting sites

Tharoor comes up with ‘Reinvent Cong’ slogan to garner support

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor speaks during an

event of FICCI Ladies
Organisation (FLO), in
Hyderabad, Monday.

Cong releases 

guidelines for prez poll
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Ahead of its presi-
dential poll, the Congress on
Monday issued a set of guide-
lines for the election, debar-
ring party office-bearers from
campaigning for candidates.
Those who wish to support
any candidate will have to first
resign from their organisa-
tional post, stated the guide-
lines issued by the Congress’
central election authority.

Fire ravages Durga
Puja pandal, five dead

IAF inducts indigenously-built
Light Combat Helicopter

Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh after a sortie
in the newly inducted indige-
nously built Light Combat
Helicopter (LCH) “Prachand”,
in Jodhpur, Monday.

CBI detains Russian national in 
JEE-Mains exam manipulation case

IAF scrambles fighter jets after bomb scare
on Iranian civilian plane in Indian airspaceNobel prize in medicine awarded

for research on evolution

Maha Ashtami celebrated
with devotional fervour

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: The
denizens are celebrating
the festival of Navaratri
with great enthusiasm
and devotion. Devotees are
observing fast and are par-
ticipating in the religious
rituals being organised at
temples and Kalibaris of
the city.

The Maha Ashtami puja

was conducted in a devo-
tional mood at the
Kalibaris. At Nehru
Nagar, the rituals were
conducted by the priests
Paritosh Mishra and
Parichay Mishra.
Devotees attended the
Maha Ashtami Puja which
began at 08:30 hrs followed
by Pushpanjali during
10:30 hrs to 11:30 hrs.
Sandhi Puja, Pushpanjali

and Aarti were held in the
evening.

Debabrata Chakraborty,
DK Roy, AK Dutta, Gopa
Koley, Sumit Sikder,
Sandeep Saha, Rajesh
Singh, Pranab Roy,
Dibyendu Sarkhel, Johar
Dey and other office bear-
ers of the committee are
making appreciable ef-
forts for successful con-
duct of the Durga Puja.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: On the oc-
casion of the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur
Shastri, seven social or-
ganizations of Bhilai joint-
ly organized a padyatra
from Risali Azad Market
to BSP Risali Market to
propagate the idea of
“Swachhata hi
Sewa”.Padyatra convener
Manoj Thackeray in-
formed that the padyatra
began from the Police Beat
Box located at Risali.

Representatives of vari-
ous organizations, sanita-
tion workers of Municipal
Corporation Risali and
BSP were present in large

numbers with their pub-
licity vehicles and garbage
collection vehicles.
Holding tricolour in their
hands, the social workers
marched through various
streets raising slogans of
Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai,
Bharat Mata ki Jai, Vande
Mataram, Swachhata hi
Sewa. During the padya-
tra, they swept and
cleaned various areas. The
yatra concluded at the cul-
tural stage of BSP's Risali
market. Mahatma Gandhi
Antarrashtriya Vichar
Manch National Convenor
Girdhar Mandhariya,
Dinesh Patel; Divisional
President Manoj
T h a c k e r a y ,
E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t

Baluram Verma; Dr
Laxprad; Risali Traders
Association President
Atul Vajpayee garlanded
the portrait of Mahatma
Gandhi. The main objec-
tive of the program was to
meet Baijnath Pandey and
his poor family, who have
been living in the garbage
dump for the last six years.

The social workers as-

sured him to get a ration
card and Aadhar card
made and assist them in
getting the benefits of the
government schemes.
Thereafter, the sanitation
workers were honoured
with flower bouquets.
Girdhr Madhariya spoke
about the Swachhata cam-
paign; Dr Laxprad urged
the administration to

make water arrangements
at the urinal constructed
at the market and open it
for public use.

Baluram spoke about
his efforts in the direction
of cleanliness. Swachhata
Brand Ambassador Dr
Panigrahi said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has praised his cleanliness
campaign in Mann Ki
Baat. Traders demanded
from BSP to widen the nar-
row roads and increase the
facilities. Shashikant
Dubey, Gurnam Singh,
Kiran Sahu, Pooja Jain,
Sanjay Bajpai, DJ
Choubey, Aditya Tandon,
Pankaj Dey, Lallan Yadav,
Jagjit Singh and others
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Universal Rail
Mill (URM) that rolls out
world's longest 130 metre
rail in single piece and sup-
plies 260 metre welded rail
panels to Indian Railways
has created several records
in production. SAIL-BSP
has rolled out world class
rails as per the stringent
specifications of Indian
Railways. SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, has been manufactur-
ing world class quality, rails
for more than six decades as
per desired specifications of
various grades, quality, pro-
files and lengths for Indian
Railways.

The modern Universal
Rail Mill of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant set a record in
various parameters of pro-

duction in September 2022.
URM has achieved the best
ever monthly production
record in Blooms Rolling,
Finished Rails Production,
Prime Rails Production,
Manufacturing of Welding
Joints, Manufacturing of
Long Rail Panels, Better
Acceptance Rate and Long
Rail Rake Loading.
Universal Rail Mill of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has set a
new record of highest
monthly production by

rolling 9463 blooms in
September, 2022 which is
much more than the month-
ly production of rolling
blooms established in
March, 2022. Universal Rail
Mill broke its record set in
March 2022 and achieved
the best ever monthly pro-
duction record by produc-
ing 77375 Tons of Finished
Rails and 69348 Tons of
Prime Rails in September
2022. URM has also achieved
the highest ever monthly

record by producing 4454
Nos. of Long Rail Panels.
Along with this, URM has
also set a monthly record in
welding joint in September
2022, by successfully execut-
ing a total of 6105 Nos of
Weld Joints. Universal Rail
Mill managed to set a new
monthly record of
Inspection by RITES of 4249
nos of rail panels in
September 2022. Universal
Rail Mill of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has managed to

set a new monthly record by
achieving 94% acceptance
rate in rails inspection and
64.67 percent acceptance
rate in 130 meter long rails
in September 2022. URM
broke its old record set in
March 2022 by dispatching
70 rakes of 260 meter long
rails, setting a special
record in rail dispatch.

The Director-in-Charge of
the Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta, besides
congratulating the URM
fraternity also congratulat-
ed their associated depart-
ments - SMS-2, SMS-3, T&D,
RCL, RITES and other allied
departments. Anjani
Kumar, Executive Director
(Works) also joined the
Director Incharge in con-
gratulating the URM frater-
nity and exhorting them to
rise to newer heights!

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: On the
auspicious occasion of '
Gandhi Jayanti' the Birth
anniversary of ' The father
of the Nation' Mahatma
Gandhi faculty members
of DAV Ispat Public School
Sec - 2 paid tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi.

As Gandhi Jayanti is a
national holiday only fac-
ulty members were there
in the event. Head
Mistress Priyanka Shukla
gave homage to Gandhi ji
and took oath to follow the
path shown by him.
Vashwati Bose gave a
memorable speech about
Gandhi Ji and everyone

took pledge to follow his
principles of ' truth and
non- violence'.

As it also happens to be
the birth anniversary of
former Prime Minister
Late Lal Bahadur Shastri
everyone remembered
him too. In this way every-
one paid homage to
Mahatma Gandhi.

Department of Psychology remembers
contribution of Sigmund Freud

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: St Thomas
College, Department of
Psychology, remembered
Sigmund Freud on his
death anniversary with a
program on his life and
works. Freud developed the
theory that humans have
an unconscious mind
where all unwanted im-
pulses and desires are re-
pressed and they are in per-
petual mental conflict with
conscious and sub con-
scious mind.

In 1900, his major work
"The Interpretation of
Dreams" was published in
which Freud analysed
dreams in terms of uncon-
scious desires and experi-
ences. Sigmund Freud de-
veloped the therapy called
Psychotherapy, that is the
most prevalent therapy for
analysis and cure of men-
tal maladies.

The students performed
Psychodrama in this pro-
gramme which was narrat-
ed by Khushbu Pattnaik,
Neha as UPSC Aspirant,
Kiron Roy as Id, Sudhir
Verma as Ego, Shubham as
Super Ego, Chandrakant
and Sukanya as Friends.

The program was organ-
ised under the agies of
P s y c h o m e t r i c i a n
Association. President of
the organisation Palak

Aggrawal, Vice President
Nitish Singh Thakur,
Secretary Kiron Roy, Joint
Secretary Harshita Jolhe
were the brain behind the
P s y c h o d r a m a .
Administrator of the col-
lege, Fr Dr Joshy Varghese
appreciated the pro-
gramme and Principal Dr
MG Roymon encouraged
the department to conduct
such academic pro-
gramme. Dr Debjani

Mukherjee, Head of the de-
partment talked about the
importance of Freud's con-
tribution in the field of psy-
chology. Dr Sumita Singh
assistant professor also
spoke on the occasion. The
programme was conducted
by Dr Ankita Deshmukh,
assistant professor and
Tanmaya Patnaik faculty
department of Psychology
conceptualised and coordi-
nated the programme.

Crackdown continues on online betting; six held from Chhindwara 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: With the
arrest of nine ruffians
from Chhindwara (MP),
Durg Police claimed to
have busted another
branch of the online bet-
ting sites - Mahadev Book
and Reddy Anna. On the
basis of the evidence col-
lected during the earlier
arrests made on
September 27, Durg Police
reached Chhindwara and
nabbed 05 persons of
Bhilai, 02 of Katni (MP), 01
person of Korba and 01
person of Rewa (MP).

They were caught red
handed while operating
the online betting through
Mahadev Book app on a
cricket match being played
between India v/s South
Africa. They were operat-
ing two panels of the
Mahadev app. About RS 5
lakh deposited in different
bank accounts have been
frozen. Money transac-

tions were being done
through more than 40
bank accounts.

Police recovered 06 nos
Laptop, 19 nos Mobile, 02
nos Broadband, 06 nos
Laptop Charger, 18 nos
ATM Card, 08 nos Cheque
Book, 09 nos Passbook, 11
nos SIM Card, 09 nos
Register (Accounting), 02
nos Extension Cord from
the possession of the ac-
cused.

Hundreds of mobile
numbers related to
Mahadev App were re-
vealed. Police further
claimed that they have
busted a racket of online
betting which is operating
at international level.

Other gang members
are operating from Dubai
(UAE) and Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and other states
of India. Microscopic
analysis of bank accounts
and mobile numbers can
lead to further revela-

tions. Police are collecting
information about the
persons who are conduct-
ing this illegal activity
from Dubai and other
countries at the interna-
tional level.

While addressing
media persons here at the
Police Control Room on
Monday, SP Dr Abhishek

Pallava informed that
nine persons have been
arrested during a joint op-
eration of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Supela
Police Station.

He added that Police are
constantly keeping a
watch on the suspects in-
volved in the online bet-
ting business through

Mahadev App and other
online sites. In this se-
quel, Anti Crime Cyber
Unit and Police Station
Supela on September 27
had arrested 06 persons
who were operating a
branch of Mahadev App.

During the investiga-
tion, police had collected
evidence in relation to

other persons associated
with online betting apps.
Accordingly, different
teams of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit were formed
and sent to other states of
the country.

Meanwhile, ACCU team
received a tip off regard-
ing some residents of
Durg who were operating
the Mahadev Book Online
betting racket from a
house in Imlikheda area
of Chhindwara (MP).

Under the direction of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava;
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui, a joint team of
ACCU and Supela Police
Station led by Inspector
Santosh Mishra and
Inspector Durgesh
Sharma was sent to
Chhindwara (MP) on
October 02.

Acting on the tip off,
they raided a house in
Imlikheda area of
Chhindwara and rounded

up 09 persons red handed
while accepting bets on
the ongoing cricket match
being played between
India v/s South Africa.

Laptops, Mobiles,
Broadbands, Laptop
Chargers, ATM Cards,
Cheque Books, Passbooks,
SIM Cards, Registers (bet-
ting records), extension
Box, etc were recovered
from them. Further legal
action is being taken
against the arrested per-
sons from Police Station
Supela.

The arrested accused
are Anmol Verma (18) son
of Late Rajesh Verma a
resident of HSCL Colony,
Ruabandha; Kritik Singh
(22) son of Sukhdev Singh
a resident of Subhash
Market Zone-2 Khursipar;
Alok Tandon (27) son of
Shatrughan Tandon a res-
ident of Steel Colony
Bhilai; Sandeep Rai (32)
son of Shrikant Rai a resi-
dent of Model Town

Bhilai; Kishan Kumar
Bhardwaj (20) son of
Khemlal Bhardwaj a resi-
dent of Balco Korba;
Vikram Sandhu (33) son
of Darshan Singh a resi-
dent of Kohka Bhilai;
Shubham Mirchandani
(21) son of Suresh Kumar
Mirchandani a resident of
Katni (MP); Nikhil
Motwani (18) son of
Shankar Lal Motwani a
resident of Katni (MP)
and Rakesh Singh (18) son
of Suresh Singh a resi-
dent of Baikunthpur
Rewa (MP).

ASI Shamit Mishra,
Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Constable Pradeep Singh,
Tileshwar Rathor, Amit
Dubey, Vikrant Kumar,
Javed Hussain from
ACCU, ASI Dinesh Singh,
Constable Vikas Tiwari
and Junaid Siddiqui from
Supela Police Station
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.
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Short term courses pivotal in 
increasing knowledge: Dr Aruna Palta

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 03: Short-
term courses are very im-
portant for increasing
knowledge. Each of us
should keep doing short-
term courses based on cur-
rent subjects along with
our regular courses, said
Dr Aruna Palta, Vice
Chancellor of Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg on
Monday at the University
premises.

Dr Palta was speaking at
the certificate distribution
programme organised for
the students who passed in
the one certificate course
on the topic Unknown
hero of Indian
Independence Movement.
This was the first certifi-
cate  course which was
judged on the basis of the
project work, power point

presentation and written
examination held during
the course.

While conducting this
certificate distribution
ceremony, Course
Coordinator and Dean of
the University, Student
Welfare, Dr Prashant
Shrivastava said that a
total of 150 participants
took part in this course,
out of which the princi-
pals of 10 colleges, lectur-
ers of 12 schools, and pro-
fessors of 75 colleges took
part.

Also 33 researchers and
other general public were
involved. Family members
of 03 freedom fighters also
participated in this course
as participants. Dr
Srivastava informed that
Dr Sapna Sharma
Saraswat of Sociology of
Government Vishwanath
Yadav Tamaskar
Postgraduate College,
Durg was awarded gold
medal by Vice Chancellor,
Dr Aruna Palta for scoring
94 percent marks in this
certificate course.

On behalf of the partic-
ipants, Dr Hansa Shukla,
Dr Sapna Sharma, Jayati
Sahu, Narottam Kumar,
Neeraj Sharma, Kemlata
Sahu gave feedback re-
garding the certificate
course. Describing the
certificate course as very
successful in his address,
University Registrar,
Bhupendra Kuldeep and
NSS Coordinator Dr RP
Aggarwal said that this
type of event awakens
new thinking among all
the participants in under-
standing the subject 
matter.

Sameer Mehta and
Neeraj Sharma of the fam-
ily of freedom fighters
also expressed their views
on this occasion. The pro-
gramme ended with vote
of thanks by the Registrar
Bhupendra Kuldeep.

First certificate course organised successfully by Hemchand Yadav University, Durg

DAV Ispat Public School Sec - 2 pays
homage to ‘Father of the Nation’

BSP’s Universal Rail Mill records 
New Highs in Performance

Padyatra taken out to create 
mass awareness on cleanliness
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Preparations for Ch’garhia Olympic Games underway in full-swing
RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0066::  On the initia-
tive of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the mega event of
Chhattisgarhia Olympics is
being organized for the first
time in Chhattisgarh from 06
October 2022 to 06 January
2023. Objective of this event is
to encourage the traditional
sports activities of
Chhattisgarh in rural and
urban areas. Preparations for
Chhattisgarhia Olympics are
going on in full swing. In the
same sequence, a meeting of
the State Level Coordination
Committee constituted for
organizing Chhattisgarhia
Olympics 2022-23 was held at
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhawan) under the chairman-
ship of Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain.

In the meeting, Chief
Secretary directed the depart-
mental officers to constitute
organizing committees for
each level before October 5.
Chief Secretary said that as
the competitions at Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club level are to be

organized from 6th October,
officials concerned should
ensure completion of all the
necessary preparations on
time. It is noteworthy that the
competitions under
Chhattisgarhia Olympics will
be organized separately for
urban and rural areas, and
responsibility of the same has
been given to the officials of
Urban Administration and
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department.

Chief Secretary has given
instructions to appoint nodal
officers for each level of the
competitions to be organized
under Chhattisgarhia
Olympics. And the officials
concerned have been directed
to ensure proper arrangement
of sports grounds, venue, nec-
essary sports equipment, ref-

erees, judges, first aid, drink-
ing water, cleanliness and
mobile toilets etc for each
level of the competitions to be
held under Chhattisgarhia
Olympics. In the meeting, offi-
cials were also directed to
make proper security arrange-
ments, and to organize train-
ing of referees and judges at
each level on the basis of man-
ual-guidelines.

CCoommppeettiittiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee  hheelldd  iinn
ttwwoo  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccaatteeggoorriieess::

According to the guidelines
and action plan issued regard-
ing Chhattisgarhia Olympics,
the competitions in traditional
sports of Chhattisgarh will be
held in two categories i.e.
group and single. 14 types of
traditional sports have been
included under Chhattisgarhia
Olympics 2022-23, which

includes Gilli Danda, Pitthool,
Sankhali, Langdi Daud,
Kabaddi, Kho-Kho, and Banti
(Kancha) for group category,
and Billas, Fugdi, Gedi Daud,
Bhanwara, 100 meter run and
long jump for single category.

CCoommppeettiittiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee  hheelldd  aatt
ssiixx  ddiiffffeerreenntt  lleevveellss  ffrroomm  RRaajjiivv
YYuuvvaa  MMiittaann  CClluubb  ttoo  SSttaattee  lleevveell::

Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will be organized in six differ-
ent levels, starting with the
sports competitions in Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Clubs at the rural
and the urban level through
the knockout method. The sec-
ond is the zonal-level, under
which 8 Rajiv Yuva Mitan clubs
will combine to make a single
club. Then at the third level,
sports competition will be
organized at development
block / urban cluster level,
then district-level, then divi-
sion-level and lastly the state-
level sports competitions will
be organized.

FFrroomm  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  tthhee  eellddeerrllyy,,
eevveerryyoonnee  ccaann  ppaarrttiicciippaattee::

People of three different

age-groups can participate in
the Chhattisgarhia Olympics
i.e. age upto 18 years, then 18-
40 years, and those above 40
years of age. The competition
will be organized separate for
male and female categories.

In the meeting organized
through video conferencing,
Director General of Police Mr.
Ashok Juneja, Additional Chief
Secretary Sports and Youth
Welfare Mrs. Renu Ji Pillai,
Additional Chief Secretary Mr.
Subrata Sahu, Secretary
School Education Department
Mr. S. Bharathidasan, Director
Urban Administration Mr.
Ayyaz Tamboli, Special
Secretary Finance Mrs Sheetal
Shashwat Verma, Director
Public Relations Mr Saumil
Ranjan Choubey, Sports and
Youth Welfare Director Mrs
Shweta Sinha, along with the
officers of Finance, Panchayat
and Rural Development, Urban
Administration, School
Education Department and
Public Relations Department
joined in.

Awareness rally taken out in Raigarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 03: Wildlife
Conservation week is
being observed from Oct 2-
8 in order to create aware-
ness about wildlife among
people of the state. In this
context, under guidance of
Minister for Forest and
Climate Change

Mohammed Akbar, among
variety of programmes
under Forest division
Raigarh, a rally was also
taken out. District
Panchayat President
Nirakar Patel flaged off
this rally and it started
from Gandhi Chowk in
Raigarh to DFO’s office.

In this regard, DFO
Raigarh S Madavi in-
formed that in this rally
apart from general public,
members of Joint Forest
Management Samiti also
took part in large number.

It is notable here that
every year Wildlife
Conservation Week is ob-
served in the state from
Oct 2-8. During this in
order to create awareness
about wildlife and its pro-
tection, programmes like
essay, debate, painting,
photography competitions
and rallies are organised.
It is notable here that
there is ‘Gomarda
Sanctuary’ spread over 278
sq. km. area under
Raigarh Forest division in
the state.

Chandel demands high-level inquiry
into death of 90 above cattle

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 03: The
Leader of Opposition in
VS Narayan Chandel
conducted surprise tour
of Gram Baiso
(Pamgarh) of Janjgir-
Champa district and
found sketal remains of
more than 12 cattle in the
‘Gouthan’. In this regard
the villagers informed
Chandel that more than
90 cattle have died in this
Gouthan in Gram Bhaiso
(Pagarh) and a large
number are suffering
with diseases. He
charged that the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment makes tall claims

about ‘Gouthans’
through large advertise-
ments and long talks, but
the ground reality is just
something else. Chandel
charged that condition of
‘Gouthans’ in other parts
of the state too is the
same.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Narayan Chandel
said that there should be
accountability fixed for
death of cattle and lack of
proper managment of
‘Gouthans’ in the vil-
lages. He charged that
not a single responsible
officer from the state gov-
ernment has reached to
take stock of the reasons
for so large number of
deaths in the ‘Gouthan’.
Chandel said that the
Chairman Gou Sewa re-
sides nearby thi splace,
but he just did not find
out time to visit the
‘Gouthan’. He also in-

formed that the
President of
Shakambhari Board also
resides in the same vil-
lage, but he also unfortu-
nately did not visit even
after having information
about it.

Leader of Opposition
in VS has demanded
high-level inquiry into
the death of more than 90
cattle in the ‘Gouthan’ of
‘Bhaiso’ (Pamgarh) and
also strict action against
those found responsible,
so that such incidents are
not repeated.

On this occasion BJP
District V-P Viveka
Gopal, K Singh Sarva,
Pamgarh Mandal
President Chandrakant
Tiwari, Shesh Shankar
Tiwari, Kissan Morcha
President Dhananjay
Singh, BJP District V-P
Santoshi Singh and oth-
ers were present.

13 IAS officers given fresh posting

Raipur, Oct 03: In a major
administrative reshuffle,
13 IAS officers have been
given fresh posting by the
state government. Rajesh
Singh Rana (IAS-2008) has
been temporarily appoint-
ed as Special Secretary
School Education
Department and has also
being given additional
charge of Director SECRT
and Mission Director State
Literacy Mission.

Similarly as per the
order, Ritesh Kumar
Agrawal (IAS-2012) work-
ing as District Collector
Jashpur has been tem-
porarily appointed MD
Chhattisgarh State Text-
Book Corpooration.
Gaurav Kumar Singh

(IAS-2014) working  as
Collector district Balod
has been posted as Joint
Secretary Panchayat and
Rural Development de-
partment.

IAS 2014, Kuldeep
Sharma, working as
District Collector Korea
has been appointed as
District Collector District
Balod. Vinay Kumar
Langeh (IAS-2016) work-
ing as CEO District
Panchayat Surguja has
been appointed as District
Collector Korea. Ravi

Mittal (IAS-2016) working
as CEO District
Panchayat Raipur has
been appointed as
Collector District
Jashpur. Aakash Chikara
(IAS-2017) working as
CEO Disrict Panchayat
Dantewada has been ap-
pointed as CEO District
Panchayat Raipur. Rohit
Vyas (IAS-2017) working
as CEO District
Panchayat Bastar has
been appointed as
Commissioner Nagar
Palika Nigam, Bhilai,

District Durg.
Kunal Dudawat (IAS-

2017) working as CEO
District Panchayat Korea
has been appointed as
Commissioner Bilaspur
Municipal Corporation
(BMC). Lalitaditya
Neelam (IAS-2019) work-
ing as SDM (Revenue)
Mohala District Mohala-
Manpur- Ambagarh
Chowki, has been posted
as CEO District
Panchayat Dantewada.

Viswadeep (IAS-2019)
working as SDM
(Revenue) Gariyaband,
has been appointed as
CEO District Panchayat
Surguja and Namrata
Jain (IAS-2019) working
as SDM (Revenue)
Saraipali has been ap-
pointed as CEO District
Panchayat Korea. Amit
Kumar (IAS-2019) work-
ing as SDM (Revenue)
Mungeli, has been ap-
pointed as CEO District
Panchayat Rajnandgaon.

Ch’garh’s Covid-19 vaccination
count crosses 5 cr mark

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 03:
Chhattisgarh has hit yet
another milestone in the
nationwide Covid-19 vac-
cination drive, as the
state’s vaccination count
crossed the 5 crore mark,
with a total of 5, 00, 10,
332 jabs administered till
Sunday. From these, 2,
24, 49, 317 were inoculat-
ed as the first dose, 2, 02,

65, 772 as the second dose,
and 72, 95, 293 as the pre-
cautionary dose.

Meanwhile, nearly 94
per cent of the adult pop-
ulation in the state, 62 per
cent teens in the 15-18 age
group, and 55 per cent of
children in the 12-14 age
group have received both
shots of the Covid-19 vac-
cine.

A total of 01, 85, 13, 230
citizens above 18 years of

age, 10, 21, 128 teens in
the 15-18 age group, and
07, 31, 364 children in the
12-14 age group have re-
ceived both doses of the
Covid-19 vaccine.
Besides, precaution
doses have been adminis-
tered to 17, 78, 411 health
workers, frontline work-
ers, and people above 60
years of age and 55, 16,
822 citizens in the 18-59
age group.

Durga Ashtami celebrated with
religious fervour, gaiety

Raipur, Oct 03: Durga
Puja was celebrated with
fervour and gaiety in
Raipur. In some areas the
mass feeding was organ-
ised in which ‘bhog’ and
‘prasad’ were distributed
to the devotees. ‘Havans’
were also performed in the
puja pandals in evening
hours in which heavy rush
was witnessed despite
slight showers in various
parts of the city in the
evening hours. Mata
Mandir at Akashwani

Road, Kalibadhi, Mana,
Tatibandhi, Purani Basti,
Gudhiywari witnessed
good rush from morning
hours and special puja
was conducted on the oc-
casion of Durga Ashtami.
People are allowed to give
offerings and queue was
also maintained by volun-
teers. Since morning, peo-
ple were seen assembling
at the Puja Pandals as well
as in traditional Durga
Pujas organized to offer
puja rituals wearing new

attire. The nine day long
Navratra Pooja will culmi-
nate on Tuesday with
Navami. In various areas
Maa Durga’s pandals are
decorated with colourful
lights and flowers from all
around. Aarti of Matarani
is being performed in the
morning and evening. The
women devotees all decked
up attended the Mahaarti.
Little girls played Dandiya
in small circle in premises
as a part of rituals in some
of the temple premises.

‘Nyaydhani’ Bilaspur gets the gift
of another new flight service: CM

Raipur, Oct 03: The judi-
cial capital i.e. the
‘Nyaydhani’ of
Chhattisgarh, Bilaspur,
was connected to Indore,
the financial capital of
Madhya Pradesh, through
a new flight service com-
menced today. This new
airline enroute Bilaspur-
Indore-Bilaspur is a major
gift for Nyaydhani
Bilaspur. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia virtually inaugu-
rated the Bilaspur-Indore-
Bilaspur flight services
today. Chief Minister
Baghel from his residence
office in the capital city
Raipur and Union
Minister Scindia from
New Delhi virtually
flagged off the flight from
Bilasa Devi Kenwat
Airport, Chakarbhanta
Bilaspur.

While congratulating
the residents of Bilaspur
and Indore on the occasion
of the launch of the
Bilaspur-Indore airline,

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that
Chhattisgarh Government
is making every possible
effort to ensure the expan-
sion of the air services and
connectivity. He demanded
the commencement of air
services from Bilaspur to
other major cities such as
Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, and Bangalore.
Urging the Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia to
start international air
service from Swami
Vivekananda Airport
Raipur and to establish an
International Cargo Hub
here, Baghel said that
Raipur Airport has been
developed as per the inter-
national standards and is
now ready to host the in-
ternational flights.

Chief Minister said that
Chhattisgarh Government
has provided 461.20 acres
of land free of cost to the
Airport Authority of India
for Raipur Airport, on
which runway extension,
new terminal building,
and construction of ATC
tower have been built in
accordance with the inter-
national standard. The
pending demand for land
for airport development,
and security-related prob-
lems of airport complexes
have been resolved by the
state government, said
Chief Minister.

Chief Minister Baghel
also requested Union
Minister Scindia to com-
mence air services for
cities like Varanasi,
Ranchi, Patna, and
Bhubaneshwar, while con-
necting Ambikapur to
Bilaspur, Raipur under the
Regional Connectivity
Scheme.

Providing information
about the efforts of the

state government for the
expansion of Bilaspur air-
port, Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel said that State
Government has upgraded
the Bilaspur airport to the
3-C VFR category. Alliance
Air Company started the
first regular domestic
flight from Bilaspur to
Delhi-Jabalpur-Bilaspur-
Prayagraj on 01 March
2021, and a regular flight
from Bilaspur to Bhopal
was also started from 05
June 2022.

Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said that the
Central Government is
ready to provide all possi-
ble help for the expansion
of aviation services in
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Congratulating and ex-
tending best wishes to the
residents of Bilaspur and
Indore on the commence-
ment of this new flight
service, he said that the de-
mand for providing a night
landing facility at Bilaspur
airport is fair, but addition-
al land would be required
for the expansion of the
runway of the airport.

Chief Minister Baghel
said in this regard that

1000 acres of land adjoin-
ing Chakarbhata airport
was given to the army by
the state government.
However, due to non-uti-
lization, the state govern-
ment is trying to take the
land back, which will be
utilized for the expansion

of the airport. Mr. Scindia
said that both the cities of
Bilaspur and Indore are of
great importance economi-
cally and religiously and
the commencement of
flight services between the
two will be beneficial for
residents of both cities.

CM Baghel and Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
virtually flagged off
the Bilaspur-Indore-
Bilaspur flight service

There is a demand to
start international air-
line from Raipur

Request to connect
the nearby major
cities like Varanasi,
Ranchi, Patna,
Bhubaneshwar with
Ambikapur, Bilaspur,
Raipur via air services

Bilaspur-Indore-Bilaspur
flight service will be available
four days a week including
Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
and Sunday. The flight from
Bilaspur will depart at 11:35
am and reach Indore at
1:25pm. Similarly, the return
flight from Indore will depart
at 1:55 pm and will reach
Bilaspur at 3:45 pm. Around
50 passengers boarded the
first flight today from
Bilaspur to Indore. The 72-
seater aircraft is being oper-
ated by Alliance Air on this
route. Madhya Pradesh Water
Resources Minister Tulsi
Silawat and Indore MP
Shankar Lalwani joined the
programme virtually from
Indore. Parliamentary

Secretary Dr. Rashmi Singh,
Bilaspur MP Arun Sao, MLA
Dharamlal Kaushik and
Shailesh Pandey, Mayor
Ramsharan Yadav, Bilaspur
Zila Panchayat President Arun
Chauhan, Apex Bank
Chairman Baijnath
Chandrakar, Tourism Board
President Atal Shrivastava,
District Co-operative Bank
Bilaspur President Pramod
Nayak, Krishi Upaj Mandi
Board Chairman Rajendra
Shukla along with many pub-
lic representatives were pres-
ent. Secretary Aviation
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi and Director
Aviation N.N. Ekka were pres-
ent at the Chief Minister’s
residence.

Bilaspur- Indore- Bilaspur flights
four days a week

RS Rana appointed
Special Secy.
School Education
deptt and Director
SCERT

In the Gouthan in
Gram Bhaiso
(Pamgarh) in last 1
month

Ch’garh records 1249.8 mm
average rainfall so far

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  An average rainfall of
1249.8 mm has been recorded in
Chhattisgarh since June 1. The highest
rainfall of 2393.1 mm was recorded in
the Bijapur district while the Surguja
district recorded the lowest average
rainfall of 585.5 mm. This is based on
the district-wise rainfall statistics from
June 01 to October 03. According to the
information received from the state-
level control room for flood disaster
management, Surajpur has received
969.6 mm of rainfall since June 1.
Similarly, Balrampur received 1004.0
mm rainfall, Jashpur 1026.5 mm,
Koriya 870.1 mm, Raipur 913.6 mm,
Balodabazar 1157.2 mm, Gariyaband
1263.9 mm, Mahasamund 1155.5 mm,
Dhamtari 1303.1 mm, Bilaspur 1440.9
mm, Mungeli 1308.3 mm, Raigarh
1194.7 mm, Janjgir-Champa 1359.7
mm, Korba 1210.4 mm, Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi 1065.8 mm, Durg
960.1 mm, Kabirdham 1117.5 mm,
Rajnandgaon 1217.7 mm, Balod 1285.3
mm, Bemetara 715.7 mm, Bastar
1815.7 mm, Kondagaon 1274.9 mm,
Kanker 1530.5 mm, Narayanpur 1459.7
mm, Dantewada 1803.3 mm and
Sukma recorded an average rainfall of
1593.5 mm.

On occasion of
Wildlife
Conservation week

An idol of Goddess Durga by Vijeta Complex
Durgaotsav Samiti Complex, in New Rajendra Nagar as
part of nine-day ‘Navratri’ festival.

‘Conscientiousness, integrity, and sacrifice are necessary
to achieve the goal in life’: Prof. Chakrawal

BBiillaassppuurr,,  OOcctt  0033:: The 153rd
birth anniversary of the Father
of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi
and the 119th birth anniversary
of former Prime Minister of the
nation, Late Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri ji were organized with
National Unity Rally and pres-
entation of hymns On October
02, 2022, at Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University).

At the program organized
under the Amrit Mahotsav of
the 75th Independence, the
Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal paid floral
tributes before the oil painting
of Gandhiji and the statue of
Lal Bahadur Shastri at 9 am in
the Department of
Management Studies. After
this, the University family par-
ticipated in the National
Integration Rally on the occa-
sion of International Non-
Violence Day from the
Department of Management
Studies to the Silver Jubilee
Auditorium in an atmosphere
full of enthusiasm, excitement,
and gaiety under the leader-
ship of the Honorable Vice-
Chancellor. 

In the program organized in
Hall No. 1 of Rajat Jayanti
Sabhagar, the guests lit the
lamp and offered flowers

before the oil paintings of Maa
Saraswati, Sant Guru Ghasidas
ji, Mahatma Gandhi and Shastri
ji. The guests were welcomed
with saplings. The Coordinator
of the program, Dr. M.N.
Tripathi, Dean Student Welfare
delivered the welcome
address. Thereafter, the
Tarang Band gave an enchanti-
ng performance of Mahatma
Gandhi’s favorite hymns in 6
languages.

On this auspicious occasion,
the Chief Guest of the pro-
gram, the Vice-Chancellor of
the University, Prof. Chakrawal
paid ardent tributes to the two
illustrious sons of the country,
the Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi and the
builder of the nation, Late Shri
Lal Bahadur Shastri ji. He
stressed that there is a need to
imbibe values like truth, non-
violence, sense of responsibili-
ty, loyalty, and honesty in life.

Prof. Chakrawal called upon
everyone to try to be free from
the wrong of denigrating oth-
ers. All should understand the
importance of character in life
because a person becomes
great not by body and position
but by character. Human
beings have empathy which
distinguishes them from ani-
mals. We should understand
each other’s pain, and incul-

cate in ourselves truth and sim-
plicity, the guiding principles
of Gandhi ji and Shastri ji. That
would be our true tribute to
both the great men.

Present as Special Guest at
the program, Professor
Nilambari Dave, Former Vice-
Chancellor, Saurashtra
University, Rajkot, Gujarat said
that we should move forward
with simplicity and perspica-
ciousness towards the noble
goals of life. We should sacri-
fice ourselves for the interests
of others rather than for our-
selves. She stressed that in the
present times youth must take
inspiration and imbibe the
ideals from the personality and
work of both the great leaders.
Led by their great thoughts, we
will be able to become Vishwa
Guru once again. She paid
heartfelt tributes to both the
noble personalities.

At the end, the vote of
thanks was given by the
Registrar of the University,
Prof. Manish Srivastava. The
guests were honored with
presentation of mementos on
the occasion. The program was
compered by Dr. Bhaskar
Chaurasia, the Cultural
Coordinator. The program
ended with the National
Anthem. On this occasion, two
bicycles were presented to the
university by the non-teaching
staff member, Mr. Satish
Saraf. Deans, heads of depart-
ments, teachers, officers,
employees, and students of all
the schools participated in the
program.

Shiv Sainiks take out 101
mt long ‘Chunari Yatra’

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  The District
Unit of Shiv Sena tok out
‘Chunari Yatra’ on Oct 1 from
Amapara Sheetala Mata
Mandir. This 101 mt long
‘Chunari Yatra’ was dedicated
from Sheetala Mata Mandir to
Mahamaya Mata Mandir and
blessings were sought for
peace and happiness of all.

District President HN Singh
Paliwar informed that Shiv
Sena take out ‘Chunari Yatra’
on occasion of ‘Chaitra’ and
‘Sharadiya Navratri’ all over
the state and seek blessings of
peace and prosperity of all in
the state.

In this Yatra, mainly Resham
Jangde, Suraj Sahu, Lokesh
Thakur, Rahul Sonwani,
Santosh Makandey, Bablu
Jangde, Himanshu Sharma,
Prafulla Sahu, Sanjay Sonkar,

Sai Prajpati, Neha Tiwari,
Laxmi Kashyap, Mamta, Anand
Tiwari, Moh. Akib, Vicky
Nishad, Bhekhlal Chandrakar,
Suraj Gupta, Anand Sahu and
other Shiv Sainiks and women
were present.

Department of Transfusion
Medicine to be opened soon

Raipur, Oct 03:
Transfusion medicine de-
partments will soon be
opened in the medical col-
leges of Chhattisgarh. For
this the state government
has given consent.

Following the instructions
of the Health Secretary,
medical colleges have been
asked to send proposals in
this regard.

It is notable that under
the guideline of National
Blood Transfusion
Council (NBTC) and
National AIDS Control
Organization (NACO), a

separate transfusion medi-
cine department is to be
started in medical col-
leges, in which blood bank
management and blood re-
lated diseases like sickle
cell, thalassemia, anemia
disease treatment and  re-
search can be done along
with other diseases. But
till now no separate trans-
fusion medicine depart-
ment has opened in any
medical colleges of the
state. The department will
open soon after getting the
green signal from the gov-
ernment. With this, two to
five seats for transfusion
medicine will also be
opened in each of the med-
ical colleges, which will be
a big opportunity for the
medical students.

Awareness campaign by Saubhagya Foudation
Raipur, Oct 03:
Saubhagya Foundation
conducted a public aware-
ness campaign at Maa
Danteshwari Darbar in
Dantewada district.
Awareness was created on
nutrition, education,
health and respect to
women.

A ‘Mahaprasadi
Bhandari’ (community

meal) was organised for all
devotees, volunters, police
staff and temple workers.

Saubhagya Foundation
patron Rashmi
Sharma, president
Pallavi Pandey, pro-
gramme organiser
Satish Singh, Vinod
Singh, Nitin Pandey,
Pritha Chouhan,
Shashi, Jitendra Singh

and Soubhagya Pandey
were present on the occa-
sion.

Indian trade expect Diwali festive sale
to grow up to 125 lakh cr: CAIT

Raipur, Oct 02: CAIT
National Senior Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President Jitendra
Doshi, State Working
President Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed that after two
years of Covid slump, it is
certain that it will be alto-
gether a different Diwali
festival this year having
some very pecuniary fea-
tures including repeated
boycott of Chinese goods

and mass usage of Indian
goods strengthening the vi-
sion of Vocal for Local &
Atmnirbhar Bharat.
Currently, from the day of
first Navratri, the footfall
of consumer in offline
markets & their inclina-
tion towards buying
Indian goods indicates bet-
ter business prospects dur-
ing upcoming festival peri-
od.

Mr. Amar Parwani,
Senior National Vice
President &  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi, State President  of
the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) said
that it is expected that
Diwali festive sales will
touch a turnover of about
125 lakh crore rupees and
China will suffer a trade
loss of about 50 thousand
crores of rupees for the fes-
tival goods those were ear-
lier imported in to India.
Interestingly, the consumer
who was making demands
of Chinese goods in the past
is now asking the trader not

to show him any Chinese
goods which is a major shift
in consumer behaviour.

Mr. Parwani  & Mr. Doshi
said that prominent retail
verticals like FMCG goods,
Consumer durables, Toys,
Electrical Appliances and
goods, Electronic
Appliances & white goods,
Kitchen articles and acces-
sories, gift items, confec-
tionary items, sweets, home
furnishing, tapestry, uten-
sils, gold & jewelry ,
footwear, watches, furni-
ture, fixtures, garments,
builders hardware, paints.
fashion apparels, cloth,
home decoration goods,
Diwali pooja goods includ-
ing clay Diyas , Deity’s,
wall hangings, handicraft
items, textiles, good fortune
symbols like Shubh-Laabh,
Om, feats of Goddess
Lakshmi for home decor
and decorative items made
by artisans, craftsmen etc.
will remain the key goods
of sale during festive sea-
son.

IIIT-NR organizes awareness camp
on ‘Poshan Abhiyaan’

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  Under the aegis
of Poshan Abhiyan of the
Government of India, the
National Service Scheme (NSS)
unit of IIIT-NR, in collaboration
with Institute Social
Responsibility (ISR) cell, organ-
ized an awareness drive in the
nearby Government School of
Navagaav (Sector-28) Naya
Raipur. The campaign aimed to
disseminate knowledge about
the importance of nutrition in our
lives and to promote practices
that nurture health, wealth, and
immunity to disease and malnu-
trition. The Poshan Abhiyan is a
government of India’s flagship
program to improve the nutri-
tional outcome for children, ado-
lescent girls, pregnant women,
and lactating mothers.

Dr. Lakhindar Murmu,
Program Officer of the NSS unit
of IIIT-NR, led the local cam-

paign. Dr. Murmu and his team of
volunteers addressed the stu-
dents and told them about the
dietary benefits of various food
items. They also explained the
various components of a bal-
anced diet and their right propor-
tions. Sudhansu Tripathi,
Secretary, NSS, IIIT-NR, along
with Anand Singh and Rajeev
Ranjan, Executive Members of
the institute’s NSS wing, also
interacted with the staff of the
school as well as the parents of

these children and generated
awareness regarding the impor-
tance of nutrition and a balanced
diet among the children.

The school administration
appreciated the efforts and con-
tributions of the NSS unit of IIIT-
NR towards various schemes
such as the Swachchha Bharat
Abhiyaan, Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav, Poshan Abhiyan, and
so on, thereby invoking a sense
of responsibility and social serv-
ice among the volunteers.

CM attends convocation ceremony 

Raipur, Oct 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
participated in the  con-
vocation ceremony or-
ganised by ICICI
Academy of Skills at
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence. ICICI Bank’s
Academy of Skills is pro-
viding training to the
poor and needy children
on skill development and
making them employable

in Chhattisgarh.
Livelihood College and
Academy of Skills are
being run by ICICI
Foundation in Durg.

Along with skill devel-
opment, social awareness
and life skills are being
given to children. Women
empowerment is also
being done through  self-
employment and many
families are getting bene-
fitted. Work is being done
to develop other skills in-
cluding mobile repairing
in the Juvenile Center.

ICICI Bank operates 120
branches in
Chhattisgarh. Chief
Minister presents certifi-
cates to the  students of
ICICI Academy of Skills.
Chief Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel said today 2nd
October is the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma
Gandhi ji and Shastri ji.
It is a matter of great hap-
piness that ICICI Bank is
working not only in bank-
ing but also in social sec-
tor. Every year one and a
half thousand children
are getting ready for em-
ployment, congratula-
tions for the unique ini-
tiative of the bank.
Children’s dreams will
come true with this ef-
fort, many congratula-
tions to all the children
who have been got certifi-
cates today and best wish-
es for a bright future.

RIPA will play a vital role in 
realizing Gandhi’s dream: CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  On the occasion
of Gandhi Jayanti,Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel inau-
gurated the ambitious
‘Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park Scheme’ of the
Chhattisgarh government and
laid the foundation stone of
300 rural industrial parks in dif-
ferent districts of the state. On
the initiative of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, Gauthans of
the state are being developed
as Rural Industrial Parks to
provide employment and addi-
tional  income sources to the
poor rural families of the state.
Various livelihood activities are
being conducted here with the
joint effort of the state govern-
ment and the rural populace .

Addressing the program, the
Chief Minister said that
Mahatma Gandhi’s dream of a
self-reliant villages would be
fulfilled by Rural Industrial

Park (RIPA). Gandhiji envi-
sioned Gram Swaraj in our
country and our government is
making every effort to make it
a reality, work is being done in
that direction with the Narva
Garuva Ghurva Bari scheme.
Vermi compost, lamp,paint and
alot of other goods are being
manufactured  from cow dung.
Women are becoming self-
reliant with the Bari scheme,
the Bari scheme is also helping
in fighting malnutrition. The
nature of Gauthan is changing
now, the work in the direction
of providing training for
employment will also be done
here. Women are doing both
the work of fighting malnutri-
tion and increasing their fami-
ly’s income. Millets are getting
substantial price, after milling,
millets are being sold for Rs
120 per kg. Mahatma Gandhi
Rural Industrial Park is being
set up in the selected rural
areas of the state to develop
them as livelihood centers
which will act as rural produc-

tion and service centers.
The Chief Minister further

said that it is the state govern-
ment’s  responsibility to pro-
vide a market to sell the prod-
ucts being manufactured in
Gauthans. He further said that
manufacturing of bardana’s is
a very large industry and it
should be included  in rural
industrial parks. Women of
Baloda Bazar wish to manufac-
ture bardana through Rural
Industrial parks. C Marts have
been established in every dis-
tricts to provide a platform to
sell homegrown products made
in the state at a fair price. He
further said that the producer
now has just has to produce
according to the demand, from
an economic point of view it is
necessary that the production
should be according to the
demand. Considering the need
and local resources, it has to be
decided that which items are
to be produced in which Rural
industrial parks. The Chief
Minister said that the youths of

rural areas who want to start
their own industries should
also be provided co working
space in the Rural Industrial
Park where state-of-the-art
technology will be used for
processing and value addition
process of agricultural,horti-
cultural  and minor forest pro-
duce ,the finished goods will be
marketed at national and inter-
national level. For this, the
State Planning Commission
has signed an MoU with Tata
Technologies.

Panchayat and Rural
Development and Agriculture
Minister Ravindra Choubey
while addressing the program
said that Rural Industrial Park
will take the development
story of Chhattisgarh to new
heights. Here a continuous
training program will be run for
the youth in livelihood oriented
activities. 

The economic activities that
have started in the Gauthans
have boosted the confidence of
rural women. He said that the

rural women and youth are
willing to start new activities
like Murrah industry, Poha
industry, Dona-pattal manufac-
turing, Fabric manufacturing
from Banana fiber, Gunpowder
production. 8600 Gauthans
have been prepared in
Chhattisgarh. In order to real-
ize the vision of Bapu’s Gram
Suraj, there is a need to imple-
ment this scheme in the rest of
the Gauthans in the coming
time.

During the program, the
Chief Minister discussed with
the women and youth associat-
ed with the Rural Industrial
Parks of Jarve in Janjgir-
Champa district, Amaldih in
Bemetara district, Saraghu
Navgaon in Kanker district,
Latuva in Balodabazar and the
Gothan in Dongitarai village of
Raigarh during the program.He
also took information about the
activities conducted there.
Describing the Rural Industrial
Park scheme as a good initia-
tive of the state government,
the women of the Self-Help
Groups said that our confi-
dence has increased with this
scheme and our family income
has increased substantially as
well.  Additional Chief
Secretary, Panchayat and Rural
Development Department, Mr.
Subrata Sahu and Mission
Director State Rural Livelihood
Mission Mr. Avneesh Sharan
also gave detailed information
about the Mahatma Gandhi
Rural Industrial Park scheme.
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Of self-supporting
villages

CM launches
‘Mahatma Gandhi
Rural Industrial
Park Scheme’ on
Gandhi Jayanti

Virtual
Bhoomipujan of
about 300 RIPAs
done in various 
districts

Of ICIC Bank’s
Academy of Skills

China is expected
to suffer loss of Rs
50000 crore festive
trade

In State Medical
Colleges  

KKoonnttaa,,  OOcctt  0033:: On the occasion of
Mahatma Gandhi Jayanti, the
officers and jawans of CRPF 228
Battalion deployed in the securi-
ty of the area celebrated Gandhi
Jayanti with the children of
Pedakurti POTA Cabin and the
jawans carried out a cleanliness
campaign in the entire POTA
Cabin complex with the children.
A large number of jawans and
children, including Vahini’s
Assistant Commandant Raja
POTA Cabin Superintendent
Rafiq, participated in the pro-
gramme. 

In the Gandhi Jayanti program

organized by the CRPF 228
Battalion  posted in Pedakurti,
the children reached POTA
Cabin, the Assistant
Commandant Raja threw light on
Gandhi Jayanti and his principles.

He explained the ideals closely to
the children, informed the chil-
dren about the valuable contribu-
tion of Mahatma Gandhi in the
independence of the country,
along with the distribution of

sweets to the children, after
which everyone together started
a cleanliness campaign in the
POTA Cabin premises.  During
this, there was a lot of enthusi-
asm among the children after
finding the soldiers among them
and the children thanked the
CRPF as well as POTA Cabin
Superintendent Mohammad
Rafiq said that the officers of
CRPF.  Kari has always been help-
ing us and has also given many
children’s needs like sports
equipment, mosquito nets to the
children in the civic action pro-
gram as well as providing med-

ical facilities.
Children are the future of the

country: Asst. Comdt. Raja 
Raja, the Assistant

Commandant of CRPF 228
Battalion, said that children are
the future of the country and
Mahatma Gandhi had a lot of love
for children, information about
his biography and contribution
was given to the children, which
the children also listened with
enthusiasm. It was felt that in the
coming days also, more pro-
grams will be organized by CRPF
228 Battalion for the children and
we are ready to help them too.

Jawans along with the children launched a cleanliness campaign



Pt. Tiwari delivers 
religious discourse on

‘Bhagwat Katha’

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Oct 03: On the fifth
day of the ongoing 'Shrimad
Bhagwat Mahapuran Gyan
Yagna week' at Gram
Loharsi, Litterateur SK
Sonkar reached Mandal and
on this occasion Bhagwat
Acharya Pt. Devendra
Tiwari was presenting the
'Bhagwat Katha' to devotees
present. In-between the
devotees urged him to ad-
dress the gathering and dur-
ing which he said that
'Bhagwat Katha' is direct
entry towards 'Moksha'.
While putting his words on
the 8th day i:e 'Ashtami' of
'Navratri' he said that on
'Durga Saptshati', girls in
the age-group of 2-10 yrs are
treated as form of Goddess
Durga. 2 yr girl is named as

'Kumari', 3 yr as 'Trimurti', 4
yr at 'Kalyani', 5 yr as
'Rohini', 6 yr as 'Kalika', 7 yr
as 'Chandika', 8 yr at
'Shambhavi' and 9 yr is
named as 'Durga' and 10 yr
as 'Subhadra'. Pt. Tiwari
said that as per 'shastra', the
girls in the age-group of 2-10
yr are invited for 'Kanya
bhoj' and rituals are per-
formed. Sonkar further said
that 'navratri' is the festival
symbolising respect to 'Nari
Shakti' (women's empower-
ment) and this brings happi-
ness in the family. On this
occasion devotees were
present in large number.

‘Sarva Dharma Prarthana Sthal’ inaugurated 
Central Chronicle News

Konta, Oct 03: During the
holy festival of Navratri on
Oct 1, the divine "Sarva
Dharma Prarthana Sthal"
was inaugurated in
Kotacheru Camp premises
by the lotus work of Rajiv
Kumar Thakur, DIG Range
Konta Nitin Kumar,
Commandant of 219 V
Corps. On this occasion,
according to the faith and
belief of the people, a
havan was also organized
with the chanting of
mantras to establish peace
in the surrounding area. In
the opening ceremony of
the Sarva Dharma
Prarthana Sthal, a havan
was organized.

Villagers of Kottacheru,
Patelpara, Sarpanchpara
and Kurtipara were pres-
ent in large
numbers.Bhandara was

also organized with
Mahaprasad for the nearby
villagers present in the
camp, which was accepted
with affection by all the vil-
lagers. During this pro-

gram, the atmosphere of
the camp became devotion-
al due to the worship of
God and singing of songs
by the soldiers and vil-
lagers. Under the civic ac-

tion program Rajiv Kumar
Thakur, DIG, Range Konta,
the villagers present in the
inauguration ceremony of
the Sarva Dharma
Prarthana Sthal, the useful

items of daily life, radio,
solar lights, mosquito nets,
the necessary material for
sports to the youth, foot-
ball, Volleyball, bat-ball
and books and stationery
material, chocolate, toffee
etc. were distributed to the
children for studies.

On this occasion Nitin
Kumar, Commandant,
Neeraj Kumar Singh,
Second Commanding
Officer, Yatendra Singh,
Deputy Commandant,
Jalam Singh, Assistant
Commandant, subordinate
officers and other person-
nel of 219th CRPF and 202
Cobra were present. Seeing
the crowd of villagers pres-
ent in this event, it appears
that CRPF Good relations
are being established be-
tween the force and the vil-
lagers and a wave of hope
has been awakened for de-
velopment in the area.

Devotees throng temples 
on Navratri festival

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Oct 03:
The festival of 'Sharadiya
Navratri' is being celebrat-
ed across the district with
traditional gaiety. Morning
and evening Aarti and Devi
Jasgeets, are turning the at-
mosphere of devotion and
devotees are thronging to
have darshan in the god-
dess temples from morning
till late night.

Apart from the Maa
Bamleshwari temple locat-
ed in Dongargarh, thou-
sands of devotees are
reaching the Devi temples
established across the dis-
trict every day.

The festival of Shardiya
Navratri started from Sep
26 and from the very first
day, a huge crowd is being
witnessed in Maa
Bamleshwari temple, Maa
Bhavani temple at Dhara

Karela, Chandi temple lo-
cated at Sukuldaihan
Bamhani, Barfani temple
of the city, Durga temple
at Killapara, Maa Kali
temple at Bharkapara, be-
sides Devi temples located
in various wards remains
the same.

Due to the opening of the
season, the crowd in the
pandals also increased and
Goddess idols have been in-
stalled in the major squares

and wards of the city on
the occasion of Sharadiya
Navratri, apart from
Goddess Durga, idols of
Maa Kali and Maa
Saraswati have also been
established. Garba festival
is also celebrated on
Navratri festival and is
being organized every day
in many major places of
the city, where thousands of
people are thronging to
enjoy Garba.

Central Chronicle News

Nagri-Sihawa, Oct 03:
Block Congress Committee
(BCC) Nagri on occasion of
birth anniversary of
Father of Nation Mahatma
Gandhi garlanded the stat-
ue of Mahatma Gandhi in
Gandhi Udyan in Nagri on
Sunday and all Congmen
offered rich tributes to
Mahatma.

Later a foot-march was

also taken out from
Gandhi Udyan to MLA's
office. During this MLA
Sihawa Dr Laxmi Dhruv
said that it was 'Bapu' who
taught us to follow on the
path of truth and non-vio-

lence and explained the
true meaning of love, sym-
pathy, harmony and hu-
manity.

It is by following on the
path shown by Bapu that
we can contribute in na-

tion building, she added.
In this programme, MLA
Sihawa Dr Laxmi Dhruv,
PCC member LL Dhruv,
BCC Nagri Bhushan Sahu,
MLA's rep Rudra Pratap
Nag, District Panchayat
Member Meena Banjare,
Nikesh Thakur, Amritlal
Nag, Kamlesh Mishra,
Makhan Bherwa, Ravi
Thakur, Nagar Panchayat
Alderman Peman
Swarnaver, Corporator
Jitendra Dhruv, Sunita
Nirmalkar, Gagan Nahata,
Sachin Bhansali and oth-
ers were present.

‘Maha-arti’ and ‘bhog’
marked 6th day of Navratri

Central Chronicle News

BBiirrkkoonnii,,  OOcctt  0033::  On the 6th day
of 'Navratri' in village Birkoni's
famous Goddess Durga temple,
'Maha-arti' was participated by
hundreds of devotees. The tem-
ples were resonating with
sounds of bells and 'bhajans'
along with drumbeats. 

On this day, the idol of
Goddess Durga was decorated
in special way and the devotees
were found eager to have a
look. During the 'Aarti', the en-
tire temple premises was jam-
packed with devotees thronging
in large number.

Prior to this the arrival of
devotees started since morning

and by evening at 5:00 pm, the
long queue of devotees started
forming and which continued
till 10:00 in the night in Goddess
'Durga's Darbar'. 

The devotees on this occa-
sion took part in the 'Aarti' and
then offered prayers and obei-
sance to the Goddess and took
the blessings for peace & pros-
perity of all in the family. After
the 'maha-arti', the Goddess
was offered 'bhog' with 56 dif-

ferent delicacies and which was
later distributed to the devo-
tees. 

The people were found stay-
ing in the 'pandals' late at night.
Similarly prayers were also of-
fered in Khallari, Mahamaya,
Sheetal, Mouli Mandirs along
with 'maha-arti' by the devo-
tees. On this occasion Mandalis
from different villages present-
ed religious songs based upon
Goddess Durga and 'jasgeets'.

Collector takes part in cycle rally
Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Oct 03: On
occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti, Collector Doman
Singh took part in the cycle
rally organised on occasion
of 'Ayushman Bharat' fort-
night under the 'Ayushman
Bharat PM Jan Arogya
Yojana' and Dr
Khoobchand Baghel
Swasthya Sahayata Yojana.

On this occasion
Collector cycled along with
people and motivated them
to get Ayushman Card
under 'Ayushman Bharat'
fortnight. At the same time,
people will be motivated to
get 'Ayushman Card' made
through 'Ayushman
Awareness Rath'.

Collector on this occa-
sion urged the people to get

the Ayushman Card made
for all the family members
and added that by keeping
awareness about health,
people should take maxi-
mum benefit of the health
schemes of the govern-
ment. He asked the benefi-
ciaries present to get the
Ayushman card made for
their family members.

It is notable here that
'Ayushman Bharat' fort-
night will be organised till
Oct 7. In this cycle rally,
school students, NCC
cadets enthusiastically
took part. On this occasion
Collector CL Markandey,
Jt. Collector Indira
Devhari, Jt. Collector
Khemlal Verma, Dy.
Collector Saraswati
Banjare and officers and
employees from other de-

partment were present.
The objective of holding

cycle rally on occasion of
'Ayushman Bharat' fort-
night is to ensure making
of 'Ayushman cards' to all
the eligible beneficiary ra-
tion card-holds under
'Ayushman Bharat PM Jan

Arogya Yojana'; 'Dr
Khoobchand Baghel
Swasthya Sahayata Yojana'
and Mukhyamantri
Vishesh Swasthya
Sahayata Yojana in the dis-
trict.

Through cycle rally, in-
formation will be given

about free of cost medical
treatment in the registered
government and private
medical hospitals under
this scheme. For making
Ayushman Bharat Card,
one should bring his ration
card and Aadhar Card and
this has to be made sepa-
rately for all the members
of the family.

For this the family mem-
bers can approach nearest
Choice Centre along with
all in the family and get the
Ayushman Bharat Card
made. At the same time it is
also being made in
Government Medical
Hospital Pendri, District
Hospital Basantpur, Urban
Primary Health Centre
Shankarpur, Lakhouli,
Motipur and Old Hospital
Gurudwara Chowk.
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p Girls of 2-10 yr invited
for ‘Kanya Bhoj’ on
occasion of ‘Ashtami’

To create awareness about ‘Ayushman Bharat Card’

On occasion of Navrati by 219 V CRPF Battalion; CAP also organised

p At Maa Adhishakti
famous temple in
Gram Birkoni

p On occasion of birth
anniversary

Congmen offered rich tributes to Mahatma
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Lady conductor suspended for shooting videos
onboard ST bus, uploading them on social media
Aurangabad, Oct 3 (PTI) 

A lady conductor of
the Maharashtra State
Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC)
was suspended for al-
legedly shooting videos
while sitting in the dri-
ver’s seat of a bus and up-
loading them on social
media, an official said on
Monday.

Sagar Mangal
Gowardhan, who worked

at Kalamb depot of
Osmanabad district, was
suspended from duty on
Saturday, he said.

According to the
MSRTC, Gowardhan had
shot videos while sitting
in the driver’s seat of a
bus without permission
and posted the same on
social media platforms,
thus tainting the image
of the state transport de-
partment. Last month,
the woman spoke to

other workers in foul lan-
guage outside the state
transport office, he said,
adding that the woman
has been asked to file a
reply in the next 15 days,
the official said.

Meanwhile, talking to
a Marathi new channel,
Gowardhan claimed that
the action was taken
against her because she
continued to work during
the strike called earlier
by MSRTC employees.

KCR’s talks about national party to strengthen AIMIM: Reddy
Hyderabad, Oct 3 (PTI) 

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao is
mooting the idea of ??a
national party in order to
strengthen his only politi-
cal ally, the Asaduddin
Owaisi-led AIMIM, Union
Minister for Tourism G
Kishan Reddy alleged on
Monday.

Speaking to reporters
here, he said KCR’s fami-

ly has been day-dreaming
as if KCR floated a nation-
al party and became the
Prime Minister, his
daughter became a union
minister with an impor-
tant portfolio and son be-
came the Chief Minister
of Telangana.

“As no leader is ready to
sail with him and based
on MIM’s instructions
and in order to strength-
en MIM in the country in
the coming days, today

the Kalvakuntla family
(KCR’s family) is an-
nouncing a national
party,” Reddy claimed.

KCR wants to leave
Telangana and go around
the country as the ground
under his feet is shaky, he
further said.

There is no leader
whom he did not meet
and party which he did
not seek support from.
Nobody has confidence in
KCR and that’s the reason

no party is coming for-
ward to support him, he
alleged.

Reddy said no party
survived in the world
which was established
with a “negative atti-
tude.”

The Minister took a dig
at the TRS, saying it has
only eight seats in the Lok
Sabha and with that num-
ber KCR claims that he
would steer national 
politics.

Former state home minister’s son, former
CM’s daughter, Dalit writer join AAP

Ahmedabad, Oct 3 (PTI) 

A former Congress
leader. the daughter of a
former chief minister and
a Dalit writer on Monday
joined the Aam Aadmi
Party in Gujarat, where
elections are likely to be
held in December.

Chetan Raval, son of for-
mer state home minister
Prabodh Raval and a for-
mer president of a city
unit of the Congress, had
resigned from the party on
Saturday and joined the

AAP claiming he was en-
couraged by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s “people-orient-
ed approach”.

He said the Bharatiya
Janata Party government
in the state and at the
Centre as well as the
Congress had failed to
solve people’s issues.

His father Prabodh
Raval was the home minis-
ter of the state in the 1980s
under Madhavsinh
Solanki and was also two-
time Congress state unit

president.
Nita Mehta, daughter of

former chief minister
Chhabildas Mehta, also
joined the AAP a day after
meeting Kejriwal, who
was on a two-day visit to
the state on Saturday and
Sunday.

A social worker, Mehta
said she was joining AAP
due to Kejriwal’s gover-
nance in Delhi and his
fight against inflation.

Dalit writer Sunil Jadav,
who had returned a state
government award in 2017

as a mark of protest, also
joined the AAP claiming
the ruling dispensation in
Gujarat had completely
failed in eradicating un-
touchability of Dalits.

He said atrocities like
not allowing Dalits inside
temples, ride horses in
marriage processions or
keep moustaches etc were
on the rise in the state but
no action was being taken.

The three joined in the
presence of AAP national
joint secretary Indranil
Rajguru.

Case against man who committed suicide
after killing wife, two children

Mumbai, Oct 3 (PTI):
The Mumbai police have
registered a case against
a man who committed
suicide after killing his
wife and two children two
months ago in the east-
ern suburb of Govandi
here, an official said on
Monday.

The police on Sunday
registered a case of mur-
der against Shakeel Khan
who hanged himself at

his house in Indira Nagar
area on July 29 after poi-
soning his wife and two
children, the official from
Shivaji Nagar police said.

The police had initially
registered an accidental
death report (ADR). But
the medical report later
revealed that Khan had
intentionally given his
wife Raziya and children
Sarfaraz (7) and Atika (3)
poison to kill them, he

said. Khan used to run a
grocery store in the area
and had allegedly taken
the extreme step as he
was facing losses in his
business, the official said.

The deaths came to
light when Khan did not
open his store at the
usual time and one of his
relatives came to check
on him, and peeped into
the house and saw the
bodies, he added.

After court battle, Shinde faction and
Shiv Sena to square off in first electoral

contest in Mumbai’s Andheri (East)
Mumbai, Oct 3 (PTI) 

After rebelling against
Shiv Sena leadership, the
faction led by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
will face its first populari-
ty test in the November 3
bypoll to the Andheri
(East) Assembly segment
in Mumbai, which was
represented by Shiv Sena
MLA the late Ramesh
Latke. The upcoming con-
test has generated intense
interest as both the fac-
tions of Shiv Sena are
vying for the “Bow and
Arrow” symbol of Shiv
Sena. The Election
Commission is currently
hearing the pleas to decide
the ‘real’ Shiv Sena and

the allotment of the poll
symbol. The Election
Commission on Monday
announced the schedule
for the bypoll. The count-
ing of votes will take place
on November 6.

The Andheri (East) seat
fell vacant after the death
of Latke, who had won the
seat two times in a row, in
May this year.

The ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and
the Shinde faction have
fielded Murji Patel, a for-
mer corporator of the
Mumbai civic body, in the
byelection. The Shiv Sena
led by Uddhav Thackeray
is likely to field late
Latke’s wife Rutuja Latke.

Speaking to reporters in
Pune, NCP chief Sharad

Pawar on Monday said his
party will held Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
in the byelection.

Mumbai BJP chief
Ashish Shelar on Sunday
inaugurated the party’s
central office for the by-
poll in suburban Andheri.

He tweeted that Murji
Patel enjoys a lot of sup-
port among local people.

Andheri East Assembly
constituency is one of the
26 segments located in
Mumbai Suburban dis-
trict. It is part of the
Mumbai North West Lok
Sabha constituency.

The late Latke had
wrested the seat from
Congress in 2014. In 2009, it
was represented by Suresh
Shetty of Congress.

‘Nothing can be more insulting’

New Delhi, Oct 3 (PTI) 

On the first anniversary
of Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence, the Congress on
Monday attacked the Modi
government over the con-
tinuation of Ajay Misra
‘Teni’ as a minister as it
cited the alleged involve-
ment of his son in mowing
down of farmers protest-
ing against the three farm
laws that have now been
repealed.

“Nothing can be more
insulting that the farmers
agitating against the
black laws were deliber-
ately killed while the cul-
prit remains a member of
the Union council of min-
isters,” Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
told reporters.

There was clear evi-
dence that the minister’s
son was involved in the
killing, he alleged.

Misra’s son Ashish
Misra was arrested in the
case after four farmers
were crushed under the
wheels of a convoy of
cars and four others, in-

cluding two BJP workers,
were killed in apparently
retaliatory violence.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Ramesh also
hailed Rahul Gandhi’s ad-
dress to people in
Karnataka while heavy
rains drenched him as a
“defining” moment dur-
ing the Congress’ ongoing
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

It was a historic day
and shows people’s sup-
port to the yatra, he said.
The more Gandhi and

people are praised for
this, the less it will be, he
claimed.

Congress delegates who
are part of the foot march
may vote in the election
for the party president
through postal ballots, he
said, adding there is also
a possibility that they can
come down to Bengaluru
to vote on October 17. The
yatra will be passing
through Karnataka
around that time.

Ramesh claimed that

popular support to the
yatra has rattled the BJP
and slammed the
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate’s summons to
Karnataka Congress
president D K
Shivakumar in the
National Herald case as
continuation of the gov-
ernment’s “vendetta poli-
tics”. Every effort will be
made to derail the yatra
but the Congress will con-
tinue with its efforts, he
said.

FARMERS PROTEST

Farmers block railway tracks during their protest against the Electricity (Amendment) Bill 2022, on the outskirts 
of Amritsar, Monday.

BRIEF

Z+security 
 New Delhi: Delhi

Police has provided Z+
security to Chief of
Defence Staff Gen Anil
Chauhan on the direc-
tions of Ministry of
Home Affairs, an offi-
cial said on Monday.
Chauhan on Friday be-
came India’s new Chief
of Defence Staff with a
mandate to implement
the ambitious theateri-
sation plan that aims to
ensure tri-services syn-
ergy and prepare the
armed forces for future
security challenges fac-
ing the nation. “CDS
Gen Anil Chauhan has
been provided with Z+
security on MHA’s
order,” confirmed a
senior police officer.
Gen Chauhan, a former
Eastern Army
Commander, took
charge as the country’s
senior-most military
commander over nine
months after first Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS)
Gen Bipin Rawat died
in a helicopter crash in
Tamil Nadu.

Free entry 
 Chandigarh: Zoos in

Haryana’s Bhiwani,
Rohtak and Pipli will
be open to the public
for free during the
National Wildlife Week.
The Wildlife Week is
being celebrated across
the country from
October 2 to October 8.
The main programme
will be organized in
Yamunanagar’s
Chhachhrauli on
October 6 where Forest
Minister Kanwar Pal
will be present as the
chief guest. Children
are also being encour-
aged to visit the zoos
during this period.
Painting competitions
will be organised for
children in every dis-
trict and the winners
will also be awarded.

Teens  missing
 Barabanki (UP): Two

teenage sisters from
Kola Gahbadi village
of the Jaidpur area
here went missing
after leaving home for
school, police said on
Monday. The girls
aged 13 and 14 year
are students of class
eighth and ninth at
Sai Inter college,
Jaidpur, which is
about seven kms far
from their house, po-
lice said. Their clothes
and cycles were found
on the roadside follow-
ing which police has
launched a search for
them.

Sextortion case
 Srinagar: Police

have arrested a per-
son in a sextortion
case in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Anantnag
district, officials said
on Monday — two
days after a “journal-
ist” was taken into
custody following a
complaint of rape
and extortion. The
second arrest in the
case comes after
Nadeem Ahmed
Ganie alias Nadeem
Nadu, “a self-pro-
claimed journalist,”
was arrested on
Saturday from the
south Kashmir dis-
trict after a woman
accused him of rape
and extortion.

A street dog being vacci-
nated during a week-long
drive organised by India
Unites for Animal Rights,
on the occasion of World
Animal Day to be 
celebrated on Tuesday.

Cong on minister’s
continuation on 1st
anniversary of
Lakhimpur Kheri
violence

Mumbai, Oct 3 (PTI) The
Uddhav Thackeray group
is the “real” Shiv Sena
though the decision is
pending with the Election
Commission and two ral-
lies are being organised
on Dussehra day by rival
factions, the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
said on Monday.

The Sharad Pawar-led
party is of the view that
the real Shiv Sena carries
the ideas of the party
founder the late Bal
Thackeray, which is
Uddhav Thackeray’s Shiv
Sena, said party
spokesperson Mahesh
Tapase.

“Two Dussehra rallies

will be held this year. One
is of tradition, loyalty, self-
respect and ideas of
Balasaheb (Thackeray)
which means the one led
by Uddhav Thackeray.
Even though the decision
on which is the real Shiv
Sena is pending with the
Election Commission, the
real Shiv Sena is the one
that has the ideas of
Balasaheb (Thackeray)
which means it is the
Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena,” he said in a
video statement.

In a setback for
Thackeray, the Supreme
Court last week allowed
the EC to go ahead with
hearing the Eknath

Shinde group’s plea seek-
ing recognition as the
real’ Shiv Sena and alloca-
tion of the party’s bow-
and-arrow poll symbol to
it.

The Thackeray-led fac-
tion is scheduled to hold a
rally at Shivaji Park in
Mumbai, while the group
led by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde has
booked the MMRDA
grounds at the Bandra
Kurla Complex for the
October 5 congregation.

NCP chief Sharad
Pawar and top leaders of
the party have been back-
ing the Thackeray-led fac-
tion since the split in Shiv
Sena.

Uddhav Thackeray-led party 
is real Shiv Sena: NCP

BKU leader Rakesh Tikait addresses farmers assembled to pay tribute to the victims of

Tikunia village violence on the first anniversary of the incident, in Lakhimpur Kheri 

district, Monday.

Hyderabad, Oct 3 (PTI) 

TRS party’s General Body
meeting will be held on
Dussehra, October 5 at
Telangana Bhavan here, an
official release from K
Chandrashekar Rao’s office
said on Monday.

Though the release did
not mention about the agen-
da, it is expected that the
TRS president Rao, popular-
ly known as KCR, may re-
veal the details of his ap-
proach towards national pol-
itics and will discuss it with

the rank and file of his party.
“The Chief Minister reit-

erated that, as announced
earlier, the party general
meeting will be held at 11
AM on October 5 in
Telangana Bhavan. Leaders
are requested to attend the
meeting within the specified
time,” it said.

KCR said that the notifica-
tion for by-election to
Munugodu Assembly con-
stituency will not affect the
general body meeting organ-
ised on Dussehra and the
members need not to get
confused. The Election
Commission of India on
Monday announced the
schedule for by-poll for
Munugode Assembly seat
which fell vacant after the

sitting Congress legislator
tendered his resignation as
MLA. The particulars of the
plan are being worked out
and the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) could be re-
named. The rebranded outfit
may not be declared a na-
tional party immediately,
sources had earlier indicat-
ed. The party would high-
light the welfare schemes
being implemented in
Telangana like ‘Rythu
Bandhu’ investment support
scheme for farmers and
‘Dalit Bandhu’ (Rs 10 lakh
grant to every Dalit house-
hold to start any business or
trade) and question as to
why such measures are not
being implemented in the
country, they said.

TRS general body
meeting on Oct 5

KCR likely to
announce details of
his national foray
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TAKING A SELFIE

A member of Philippines Marines takes a selfie with his U.S. counterparts after the opening ceremonies of an annu-
al joint military exercise called Kamandag the Tagalog acronym for “Cooperation of the Warriors of the Sea” at Fort
Bonifacio, Taguig city, Philippines on Monday Oct. 3.

Brussels, Oct 03 (AP):

Europe faces “unprece-
dented risks” to its natural
gas supplies this winter
after Russia cut off most
pipeline shipments and
could wind up competing
with Asia for already
scarce and expensive liq-
uid gas that comes by ship,
the International Energy
Agency said.

The Paris-based IEA said
in its quarterly gas report
released Monday that
European Union countries
would need to reduce use
by 13% over the winter in

case of a complete Russian
cutoff amid the war in
Ukraine. Much of that cut-
back would have to come
from consumer behavior
such as turning down
thermostats by 1 degree
and adjusting boiler tem-
peratures as well as in-
dustrial and utility con-
servation, the group said.

The EU on Friday
agreed to mandate a re-
duction in electricity con-
sumption by at least 5%
during peak price hours.

Just a trickle of
Russian gas is still arriv-
ing in pipelines through

Ukraine to Slovakia and
across the Black Sea
through Turkey to
Bulgaria. Two other
routes, under the Baltic
Sea to Germany and
through Belarus and
Poland, have shut down.

Another hazard in the
study was a late winter
cold snap, which would be
particularly challenging
because underground gas
reserves flow more slowly
at the end of the season
due to less gas and lower
pressure in the storage cav-

erns. The EU has already
filled storage to 88%, ahead
of its goal of 80% before
winter. The IEA assumed
90% would be needed in its
Russian cutoff scenario.

Businesses in Europe
have already cut back nat-
ural gas use, sometimes
simply by abandoning en-
ergy-intensive activity
such as making steel and
fertilizer, while smaller
businesses like bakeries
are feeling a severe
crimp in their costs.

High prices for gas,

which is used for heating
homes, generating elec-
tricity and a host of indus-
trial processes are feeding
through to record con-
sumer inflation of 10% in
the 19 EU member coun-
tries that use the euro and
sapping so much con-
sumer purchasing power
that economists predict a
recession at the end of this
year and the beginning of
next.

Europe faces ‘unprecedented risk’ of gas shortage: IEA 

London, Oct 03 (PTI):

The new Liz Truss-led
UK government on
Monday made its first
major U-turn on its central
plank of tax cuts by with-
drawing a policy to abolish
the top rate for the wealthi-
est, following market tur-
moil and to avert an expect-
ed rebellion within the gov-
erning Conservative Party.

Chancellor Kwasi
Kwarteng declared that the
announcement in his mini-
budget last month of a pro-
posed abolition of the 45
pence tax rate, which ap-
plied to the top tier of in-
come taxpayers from next
April, had become a “mas-
sive distraction” to an oth-
erwise sound growth plan
for the economy. It came
after days of turmoil on
the global financial mar-
kets spooked by the
prospect of huge govern-
ment borrowing costs
and the pound tumbling
against the dollar as the
Bank of England had to
step in to shore up the
country’s pension funds.
“We get it, and we have
listened,” Kwarteng
tweeted before taking to
the airwaves to defend
what has been dubbed a
screeching U-turn by the
newly appointed govern-
ment.

Truss, who replaced
Boris Johnson as prime
minister after a hard-
fought leadership battle
with British Indian for-
mer Chancellor Rishi
Sunak last month, soon
referenced her
Chancellor’s tweet to add:
“The abolition of the 45pc

rate had become a huge
distraction from our mis-
sion to get Britain moving.

“Our focus now is on
building a high growth
economy that funds world-
class public services,
boosts wages, and creates
opportunities across the
country.” It came just a day
after she had insisted that
her government remained
committed to abolishing
the top rate of tax for the

highest earners in a BBC
interview on Sunday, de-
spite critics within her
own party seeing it as send-
ing out the wrong signal at
a time when the majority
of the country was strug-
gling with a cost-of-living
crisis and soaring house-
hold bills. “It had become a
massive distraction on
what was a strong package.
We just talked to people, we
listened to people, I get it,”
Kwarteng told the BBC
under intense questioning
on Monday morning.

“We are 100 per cent fo-
cused on the growth plan. I
have been in Parliament
for 12 years, there have
been lots of policies which,
when the government lis-
tens to people, they have
decided to change their
minds,” he insisted.

UK PM Liz Truss U-turns on tax cut
for wealthiest to avert rebellionManila, Oct 03 (AP):

More than 2,500 US and
Philippine marines joined
combat exercises on
Monday to be able to re-
spond to any sudden crisis
in a region long on tenter-
hooks over South China
Sea territorial disputes
and increasing tensions
over Taiwan.

The annual military
drills are some of the
largest so far between the
longtime treaty allies
under newly elected
Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. His
predecessor, Rodrigo
Duterte, was an outspoken
critic of US security poli-
cies and frowned on mili-
tary exercises with
American forces he said
could offend China.

Called Kamandag, the
Tagalog acronym for
“Cooperation of the
Warriors of the Sea,” the
drills involve 1,900 US
Marines and more than
600 mostly Philippine
counterparts in mock am-
phibious assaults and spe-
cial operations, US and

Philippine military offi-
cials said.

America’s HIMARS mis-
sile launchers and super-
sonic fighter jets will take
part in live-fire maneuvers
that will end on October
14, they said.

The venues include the
western island province of
Palawan, which faces the
South China Sea, and the
northern Philippines,
across the Luzon Strait
from Taiwan.

Philippine Rear

Admiral Caesar Bernard
Valencia said the exercises
will focus on enhancing
coastal defenses and are
not directed against any
country.

Japanese and South
Korean forces will partici-
pate as observers but may
join in disaster-response
drills, he said.

The military maneuvers
are being held simultane-
ously with combat exercis-
es between US Marines
and Japanese army forces

on Japan’s northern is-
land of Hokkaido that in-
volve about 3,000 military
personnel from the two
sides, US military officials
said.

US Maj. Gen. Jay
Bargeron of the Japan-
based 3rd Marine Division
said the simultaneous ex-
ercises are aimed at bol-
stering the defensive capa-
bilities of the US alliances
with the Philippines and
Japan “through realistic
combined training.”

“These exercises will
allow our forces to
strengthen interoperabili-
ty and readiness to ensure
we are prepared to rapidly
respond to crisis through-
out the Indo-Pacific,”
Bargeron said in a state-
ment.

“Our strength, resolve
and commitment to our al-
lies and partners in the re-
gion are our most effective
deterrent,” US Marine Lt.
Col. Kurt Stahl told The
Associated Press.
“Together, we can deter po-
tential adversaries from
ever testing our capabili-
ties or our relationships.”

In July, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
called on China to comply
with a 2016 arbitration rul-
ing that invalidated
Beijing’s vast territorial
claims in the South China
Sea and warned that
Washington is obligated to
defend the Philippines
under a 1951 US-
Philippines Mutual
Defense Treaty if Filipino
forces, vessels or aircraft
come under attack in the
disputed waters.

US, Philippine forces hold combat drills to brace for crisis

Dubai, Oct 03 (AP):

Iran’s parliamentary
speaker warned Sunday
that protests over the death
of a young woman in police
custody could destabilise
the country and urged secu-
rity forces to deal harshly
with those he claimed en-
danger public order, as
countrywide unrest entered
its third week. Posts on so-
cial media showed there
were scattered anti-govern-
ment protests in Tehran
and running clashes with
security forces in other
towns Sunday, even as the

government has moved to
block, partly or entirely, in-
ternet connectivity in Iran.

Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf
told lawmakers that unlike
the current protests, which
he said aim to topple the
government, previous
demonstrations by teachers
and retirees over pay were
aimed at reforms, according
to the legislative body’s web-
site. “The important point
of the (past) protests was
that they were reform-seek-
ing and not aimed at over-
throwing” the system, said
Qalibaf. “I ask all who have

any (reasons to) protest not
to allow their protest to turn
into destabilising and top-
pling” of
institutions.Thousands of
Iranians have taken to the
streets to protest the death
of Mahsa Amini, 22, who
had been detained by Iran’s
morality police in the capi-
tal Tehran for allegedly not
adhering to Iran’s strict
Islamic dress code. The pro-
testers have vented their
anger over the treatment of
women and wider repres-
sion in the Islamic Republic.
The nationwide demonstra-
tions rapidly escalated into

calls for the overthrow of
the clerical establishment
that has ruled Iran since its
1979 Islamic revolution.
Iranian state TV has report-
ed that at least 41 protesters
and police have been killed
since the demonstrations
began Sept 17. An
Associated Press count of
official statements by au-
thorities tallied at least 14
dead, with more than 1,500
demonstrators arrested.

Qalibaf, the parliamen-
tary speaker, is a former in-
fluential commander in the
paramilitary Islamic
Revolutionary Guard.

Top Iran official warns protests could destabilise country

Islamabad, Oct 03 (AP):

The United Nations hu-
manitarian agency is
warning that about 5.7
million Pakistani flood
survivors will face a seri-
ous food crisis in the next
three months, as the death
toll from the deluge rose
on Monday.

Pakistan’s National
Disaster Management
Authority reported that
floods fuelled by abnor-
mally heavy monsoon
rains have killed 1,695 peo-
ple, affected 33 million,
damaged more than 2 mil-
lion homes and displaced
hundreds of thousands
now living in tents or
makeshift homes.

The UN Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs in
its latest report on
Saturday said the current
floods are expected to ex-
acerbate food insecurity in
Pakistan and said 5.7 mil-

lion people in flood-affect-
ed areas will be facing a
food crisis between
September and November.

Even before the floods,
according to the World
Health Organisation, 16
per cent of the population
was living in moderate or
severe food insecurity.

However, Pakistan’s gov-
ernment insists that there
is no immediate worry
about food supplies, as
wheat stocks are enough
to last through the next
harvest and that the gov-
ernment is importing
more.

The UN agency said in a
tweet on Monday that the
agency and other partners
have scaled up their flood
response and delivered aid
to 1.6 million people direct-
ly affected by the deluges.

OCHA said outbreaks of
waterborne and other dis-
eases are on the rise in
Sindh and southwestern
Baluchistan provinces,

where floods have caused
the most damage since
mid-June.

Several countries and
UN agencies have sent
more than 131 flights car-
rying aid for survivors,
but many are complaining
they have either received
too little help or are still
waiting for it.

The UN humanitarian
agency also said in its
Saturday report that rain-
fall in Baluchistan and
Sindh lightened substan-
tially over the past week,
as temperatures start to
decrease ahead of winter.

“Normal conditions are
prevailing in most dis-
tricts of Baluchistan,
while in Sindh, the Indus
River is flowing normally,”
said OCHA.

Overall, it added, in 18
out of 22 districts of
Sindh, floodwater levels
had receded at least 34 per
cent, and in some districts
up to 78 per cent.

The OCHA report also
highlighted the ordeal of
flood survivors, saying
many continue to live in
“unsanitary conditions in
temporary shelters, often
with limited access to
basic services, compound-
ing the risk of a major
public health crisis.”

It said pregnant women
are being treated in tempo-
rary camps when possible,
and nearly 130,000 preg-
nant women need urgent
health services.

“Already before the
floods, Pakistan had one of
the highest maternal mor-
tality rates in Asia, with
the situation likely to dete-
riorate,” it said.

The UN is due to issue a
revised appeal seeking an
additional USD 800 million
from the international
community to respond to
the soaring life-saving
needs of Pakistani flood
survivors.

The UN said last week
that “food is being deliv-
ered to vulnerable fami-
lies; however, it is still not
enough to meet the nutri-
tion needs of the people.”

Pakistan says floods
caused about USD 30 bil-
lion of damage to its econ-
omy.

Floods washed away
thousands of kilometres of
roads, destroyed 440
bridges, and disrupted
railroad traffic.

Pakistan Railways said
it has started restoring
train service from Sindh
to other cities after repair-
ing some of the tracks
damaged by floods. (AP)

UN: 5.7 million Pakistani flood
victims to face food crisis

Nicol Svarovsk

S atellites orbiting Earth provide essential services to humanity. They
connect us via the internet, they help with mapping and GPS and they

monitor our changing climate, among other things. But space junk' threatens
our use of satellites. Decommissioned satellites or their dislocated parts may
lead to a chain reaction where small pieces of debris tear apart large objects
in a cascading event creating more and more debris. Responsibility for space
junk removal is an environmental problem similar in some ways to climate
change - it's a collective responsibility. And just as managing climate change
is assisted by satellites, so managing satellite debris can be assisted by cli-
mate change. Like climate change, the problem of space junk can only be
tackled by international cooperation. The UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change, signed at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, was the first and
most complex instrument of international law to address climate change and
can provide some insights into how to manage space junk. The convention in-
cludes a principle called Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR).
It says "states should be held accountable in different measure according to
their respective historical and current contributions to the creation of global
environmental problems and their respective capacities to address these
problems". With climate change, nations acknowledged that industrialised
countries had contributed significantly more to climate change than coun-
tries with developing economies and therefore should bear greater responsi-
bility for managing its consequences. According to the "polluter-pays" princi-
ple, the extent that a country has contributed to climate change as well as its
capacity to mitigate climate change is taken into account. All space activities
are threatened by space junk contamination. The plans of nations that do not
yet possess the resources to engage in space activities may be rendered
meaningless by it, and that's even if only the space objects that are still in use
are considered. Countless defunct objects cloud Earth's orbit and they are
growing in number. When they have developed the means to do so, these na-
tions may discover they can no longer exercise their right to explore space.
Philosophers throughout history have pondered how best to coordinate inter-
national cooperation and decision-making. In Perpetual Peace: A
Philosophical Sketch (1795), Immanuel Kant considers the repercussions of
humanity entering a universal community where violations of the law in a
certain part of the world are experienced everywhere. Envisioning the world
as a federation of states promoting international trade and abolishing war,
Kant proposes cosmopolitan law' as the foundation for global society to guar-
antee lasting peace. Kant's ideas influenced the establishment of the League
of Nations as well as the contemporary United Nations. In 2002, the
International Criminal Court (ICC) was formally established. It introduced a
new version of cosmopolitan law that transcends Kant's concept. Its version
reflects the tendency of international law to weaken state sovereignty or the
fact that an individual is subject to their national laws. It gives people rights
and responsibilities under international law. Nations share common experi-
ences, such as climate change, and they rely on the same global prices. They
transit weapons to other countries and affect the lives of people on the other
side of the globe. International relations scholar Anthony Burke speaks about
a "common space of life and death that we have created". He argues that
"globalised human existence" should be understood as "a networked set of
interdependencies and obligations beyond all borders". Such a global society
system would assist long-term human security. Nations and their militaries
would need to behave responsibly with regard to future generations and the
sustainability of the global ecosystem. Burke acknowledges that pursuing
universal values and global ends would require the transformation of states
and international law. Power and cooperation on global issues would be re-
configured. He refines Kant's concepts simply as: "act as if both the princi-
ples and consequences of your action will become global, across space and
through time, and act only in ways that will bring a more secure life for all
human beings closer". Developing an international legal instrument for space
junk mitigation would expand the concept of sustainability from Earth to
outer space while shifting the issue of orbital debris in a cosmopolitan direc-
tion. New laws could follow the architecture of the Kyoto Protocol and the re-
sponsibility principle that underpins it. The responsibility principle was craft-
ed to tackle global environmental problems and is therefore perfectly appli-
cable to space junk - an environmental problem on a global scale. Nations
that only recently initiated their space activities, or plan to do so, face envi-
ronmental degradation for which they bear no responsibility. The equitable
way forward is for the nations that were responsible for space-junk to clean it
up. This accords with the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space when it says "mitigation of existing debris should take into con-
sideration the [responsibility] principle".
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Tharoor deserves 
a chance

Despite skepticism about
the internal democracy in
the Congress, some people
are hopeful of better days
ahead for the party. A seem-
ingly alive Opposition is im-
perative for democracy. Even
though the Gandhis are
mainly responsible for this
mess, other party leaders
can’t escape blame. The only
silver lining is the brave pos-
ture by Shashi Tharoor to
contest against Kharge, the
Gandhi clan’s proxy. One
hopes that Tharoor at least
puts up a symbolic fight in
the dying organisation.
Sometimes, a dark horse
wins the race. Hopefully, the
young leaders in the party
will rally behind Tharoor.
Malkiat Singh Aulakh, via

mail

Need for improved
flood warning system

Following a flash flood
caused by heavy rain in
Chamba, Himachal Pradesh,
on Sunday, three people were
reported missing. At around
3 o'clock in the afternoon,
the flash flood in Chamba's
Bakani was reported to the
State Emergency Operation
Center (SEOC). Kanata Devi,
a Dharedi native, Roshan
Lal, a Khodi inhabitant, and
Surinder all went missing. A
team has been organised to
find them. It is crucial to
keep in mind that flash flood-
water can flow more quickly
and be deeper than it seems.
Along with dead animals,
garbage, and concealed
snags, it may also include
sewage and chemicals. Flash
floods can also damage the
surfaces of roads and paths,
creating hazards like pot-
holes and sinkholes. Some
measures that should be
taken to prevent flash floods
are improved flood warning
systems should be imple-
mented to provide people
more time to plan and re-
spond to flash floods.
Climate change is real and
we need to do everything it
takes to save our planet.
Kavya Sharma, Bangalore

Election farce
It seems that the Congress

is back to square one.
Kharge, at 80, is reportedly a
proxy for the Gandhis. Is
this the generational
change some Congress lead-
ers were asking for? It will
be more appropriate to
change the name of the
Indian National Congress to
‘Nehru-Gandhi Family
Enterprise’. For the party’s
resurrection, it is important
to end the high command
culture. It would have been
good for the Congress to
demonstrate that democra-
cy survives within the party,
but a candidate like
Digvijaya Singh dropping
out, allegedly at the behest
of the Gandhis, indicates
some behind-the-scenes at-
tempts to control the out-
come. The big question is
whether a non-Gandhi as
president will make any dif-
ference to the declining for-
tunes of the Congress.

SK SINGH, by mail
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An artisan prepares an effigy of demon King Ravana ahead of the Dussehra festival, in New Delhi.

PREPARATIONS FOR DUSSEHRA

G
en Chauhan (promoted from Lt Gen and reinstated from retirement)
has been appointed as the second CDS. While many may contend that

the appointment is political, the fact remains that the prerogative of appoint-
ing is solely that of the government in power, who select an individual whom
they believe will push reforms they had conceived. Possibly his tenure as the
military advisor to the NSCS (National Security Council Secretariat) convinced
the government that he was the right individual for becoming the CDS. Gen
Chauhan has vast operational experience, as also post his stint in the NSCS, he
would have a clearer understanding of the nation’s security concerns, financial
limitations and priorities. Much water has flowed down the Ganges since the
untimely demise of General Bipin Rawat. The army and the navy have complet-
ed their studies on theatre commands, as assigned to them, however these lie
in cold storage. They would now be dusted and discussed. The navy is possibly
rethinking on its maritime command as also building pressure for the approval
of a third aircraft carrier, objected to by the air force, which believes that this
could impact its own procurements. The air force has its own perspective on
theatre commands. The air chief, Air Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari, stated in a
seminar in Delhi in Jul this year, ‘air defence and offensive air missions are in-
terdependent and if executed in isolation, these would not only be disjointed
but also ineffective in design or execution of the joint strategy,’ basically writ-
ing off the air defence command, which was amongst the first Bipin Rawat had
planned to roll out. This is in addition to it questioning division of meagre air-
power resources between theatre commands, mainly on grounds of current
aircraft being multipurpose. The air force and the army also have vastly differ-
ent approaches to handling threats. While the army considers the future bat-
tlefield to be restricted in space with defending land as a priority, the air force
feels constricted with this concept. They believe that future wars would de-
mand employment of airpower for degrading strategic targets and logistics
dumps, thus isolating the battlefield, thereby providing the army a favourable
scenario to achieve success. Some airpower resources would however be
available to the army in close support. In summary, the air force believes that
the army desires it be subservient, while it believes that its role is strategic and
could tilt the balance in India’s favour. The air force has also repeatedly stated
that it considers integration and joint ness in operations as the future however
can never convincingly substantiate how it could be achieved without forces
being under one commander with the power to employ them in an integrated
manner. For the armed forces, the age-old worry of service chiefs losing their
identity to theatre commanders remains a question mark. The defence budget
will not grow. It may either stagnate or even reduce in the event of a national
calamity. The government hesitates to implement recommendations of multi-
ple finance commissions on defence budgets. Hence, managing service re-
quirements within it will pose a challenge. Each service has its own moderniza-
tion plans, which only seem to grow. While the air fleet is aging and urgently
needs replacements, the navy demands a third carrier in addition to sub-
marines. The army is desperate to upgrade its warfighting capabilities to han-
dle a two front war including inclusion of smart weapon systems. Gen
Chauhan, though senior in service to the current chiefs, is the first amongst
equals, as per his appointment. This implies that all decisions on integration
and theatre commands have to be unanimous. As was visible during the tenure
of Bipin Rawat, objections of service chiefs were directly relayed to the de-
fence minister leading to reassessments. General Chauhan hence will have to
adopt an approach enabling him to win the trust of service chiefs. The
Government remains committed to creating theatre commands as has been
announced on multiple occasions by the PM and the defence minister. 

The challenge for 
the new CDF

Keeping space clean for
future exploration

I n 2014, India started its
unprecedented sanita-

tion journey, as consistent and
concerted efforts began to cre-
ate an Open-Defecation Free
(ODF) nation. Considered the
largest behavior change pro-
gram in the world, the Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM) drove
every Indian village, to accom-
plish a massive milestone and
by 2nd Oct 2019, as a tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th
birth anniversary, every gram
panchayat declared itself ODF
with access to toilets for all. The
impact is visible in terms of
positive health outcomes, eco-
nomic & social benefits, and
gender empowerment leading
to better standards of living,
livelihood opportunities for
women and better school atten-
dance for girls. Independent
studies have shown that diar-
rhoeal morbidity among chil-
dren was significantly lower in
ODF areas, & better nutritional
status prevailed among chil-
dren of ODF areas, as com-
pared to non-ODF areas.

This year we mark 8 years of
SBM; so what’s next for the san-
itation movement in rural
India? Hon’ble Prime Minister
was clear in 2019 itself that we
cannot just rest on our laurels.
We, as a country must always
strive to be the best and the
leaders in every sphere of
human development.
Therefore, not stopping with
the achievement of ODF status,
the Govt. of India, embarked
upon the journey of ODF Plus

i.e. sustaining the ODF status,
ensuring no one is left behind;
and setting up a system of envi-
ronment friendly management
of solid and liquid waste.
Taking bigger strides on the
path of healthy behaviours, we
are now working towards
achieving ‘sampoorna swachh-
ta’. What is ODF Plus? It is
about sustaining the ODF sta-
tus of villages and managing
the solid and liquid waste gen-
erated. There are primarily
three components i.e. Solid and
Liquid Waste Management
(SLWM), capacity building of
stakeholders and behaviour
change communication aimed
at all. Achieving ‘ODF plus’ sta-
tus is the key goal of SBM(G)
phase II, launched in early 2020.
Significant progress has been
made in last 2.5 years as over
1.14 lakh villages declared
themselves ODF Plus in vary-
ing degrees and around 3 lakh
villages have initiated SLWM
works to begin their journey of
becoming ODF Plus.

Going  beyond toilet con-
struction and their usage,
SBM(G) phase II is assisting
States and UTs in creating as-
sets for SLWM such as commu-
nity compost pits, community
bio-gas plants, plastic waste col-
lection and segregation sheds,
soak pits for grey-water treat-
ment & reuse, faecal sludge
management systems including
waste collection & transporta-
tion vehicles. As on date, 77,141
villages, and 90 blocks have con-
structed 71 Plastic Waste

Management Units. A special
campaign – Sujlam, was execut-
ed for grey water management
and construction of more than
22 lakh soak pits (community &
household pits) took place
across rural India. An unfortu-
nate legacy in managing faecal
waste has been the practise of
manual scavenging of sewers
and septic tanks. Towards this,
SBM-G has explored technologi-
cal interventions required and
currently 368 faecal sludge
management arrangements
have been instituted across 137
districts. Further, we expanded
the scope of engaging start-ups
for promoting innovation in
areas like mechanized desludg-
ing and other aspects of SLWM
in rural areas. A Start-up Grand
Challenge was organized for
crowd-sourcing technologies
that could support sustainable,
affordable, scalable, and respon-
sive solutions to the SLWM
challenges of rural areas.

A significant challenge of
managing animal waste is
being addressed through ‘Waste
to Wealth’ initiative –
GOBARdhan (Galvanizing
Organic Bio-Agro Resources).
This scheme aims to utilize ani-
mal waste and bio- degradable
waste generated in villages for
bio-gas/CBG as well as bio-slur-
ry/bio-fertilizer production, to
not only bring income genera-
tion avenues to rural India but
also reduce our dependence on
related imports! These assets
(SLWM setups) being created
and made functional for mak-
ing villages ODF plus, are not
only ensuring cleanliness, but
also generating income and em-
powering the people involved
especially women (individual &
Self Help Groups), reducing
pollution by productive utilisa-
tion of farm waste, improving
soil health, & recharging
ground water while improving
the climate. The funds avail-
able under MGNREGS, 15th
Finance Commission tied

grants for Water & Sanitation
(Rs. 1,40,000 crore over 5 years)
as well as SBM(G) funds are
being converged in rural areas
and utilized to good effect. To
promote behavior change &
community mobilization to-
wards accelerating efforts of
rural sanitation, since 2014 we
have celebrated 15 days, from
September 15th till October 2nd
each year, as Swachhta Hi Sewa
(SHS) – a dedicated participa-
tive cleanliness drive across the
country. This year, the focus is
on improving visual cleanliness
and cleaning of legacy waste in
villages. The response has been
overwhelming with more than 9
crore people participating in
various activities of SHS.

To validate the efforts and
also engaging states in competi-
tive federalism, Swachh
Survekshan Grameen (SSG) is
executed annually. An inde-
pendent survey agency is en-
gaged to asses and rank all
States and districts of India on
quantitative & qualitative ODF
plus parameters viz. direct ob-
servation of sanitation public
places, citizen’s feedback using
a mobile app, feedback from
key influencers at village level,
and service level progress on
sanitation parameters. SSG
2022 is the third round and its
report will be released, along
with felicitation of the win-
ners, during Swachh Bharat
Diwas (SBD) scheduled for 2nd
October 2022. The aim of
achieving ODF Plus India ap-
pears daunting, and ensuring
sanitation and clean water will
always remain an ongoing ac-
tivity. But, if taken up as a col-
lective national responsibility,
India can achieve its goal of
Sampoorna Swachhta. Lets’ re-
invigorate the ‘jan-andolan’ to
now achieving and sustaining
ODF-Plus status! 

(Writer is Secretary, Deptt. of
Drinking Water & Sanitation

Ministry of Jal Shakti, GoI)

Continuing India’s sanitation 
revolution–from ODF to ODF Plus

R esearchers have dis-
covered how COVID-

19 infection damages the
heart tissue, paving the way
for better treatments for the
condition. The study conduct-
ed on a small group of people
found that COVID-19 dam-
aged the DNA in heart tissue,
which was not detected in in-
fluenza samples. The re-
searchers noted that while
COVID-19 and influenza are
both severe respiratory virus-
es, they appeared to affect
cardiac tissue very different-
ly.

"In comparison to the 2009
flu pandemic, COVID has led
to more severe and long-term
cardiovascular disease but
what was causing that at a
molecular level was not
known," said Arutha

Kulasinghe from the
University of
Q u e e n s l a n d ,
Australia. "During
our study, we could-
n't detect viral parti-
cles in the cardiac
tissues of COVID-19
patients, but what we
found was tissue
changes associated
with DNA damage
and repair,"
Kulasinghe said.

DNA damage and
repair mechanisms
are related to chron-
ic diseases such as
diabetes, cancer, atheroscle-
rosis and neurodegenerative
disorders, so understanding
why this is happening in
COVID-19 patients is impor-
tant, the researchers said.

Data associated with the
impact of COVID-19 on the
heart has previously been
limited to blood biomarkers
and physiological measure-
ment, as obtaining heart

biopsy samples is in-
vasive.

The study, recently
published in the jour-
nal Immunology, used
actual cardiac tissues
collected during au-
topsies from seven
COVID-19 patients
from Brazil, two peo-
ple who died from in-
fluenza and six con-
trol patients.

The findings pro-
vided insights into
how COVID-19 im-
pacted the body com-
pared to other respira-

tory viruses.
"When we looked at the in-

fluenza cardiac tissue sam-
ples, we identified that it
caused excess inflammation,"
said Professor John Fraser,

who established the interna-
tional COVID-19 Critical Care
Consortium. "Whereas we
found COVID-19 attacked the
heart's DNA -- probably di-
rectly and not just as a knock-
on from inflammation,"
Fraser said.

The study highlights that
the two viruses appear to af-
fect cardiac tissue very differ-
ently, which the resaerchers
want to get a better under-
standing of in larger cohort
studies. "What we have cate-
gorically shown is that
COVID is not 'just like the
flu'," said Fraser. "This study
helps us understand how
COVID-19 affects that heart,
and that is the first step in
working out what treatments
might be best to repair that
heart," he added.

How COVID damages heart found, 
may lead to new treatments
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Appointment

New Delhi: Seasoned
finance professional
and an old public sec-
tor hand Sandeep
Kumar Gupta on
Monday took over as
the chairman and
managing director of
GAIL (India) Ltd, the
nation’s largest gas
utility. Gupta, who pre-
viously was Director
(Finance) at Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), re-
places Manoj Jain,
who superannuated
on August 31. Soon
after joining, “he ad-
dressed the employees
of GAIL and recog-
nized the balanced
business portfolio of
the company built
over time and (its)
overall contribution to
the development of
the natural gas sector
in the country,” a com-
pany statement said.

Production rises 
New Delhi: Maruti
Suzuki India on
Monday reported an
over two-fold rise in its
vehicle production at
1,77,468 units in
September 2022. The
company had pro-
duced a total of 81,278
units in the same
month last year. “The
shortage of electronic
components had a
minor impact on the
production of vehicles
during the month,”
Maruti Suzuki India
said in a regulatory fil-
ing. The company took
all possible measures
to minimise the im-
pact, it said, however
adding, as “production
volume in September
2021 was adversely im-
pacted due to shortage
of electronic compo-
nents, a year-on-year
comparison may not
be meaningful”.

Modernisation

New Delhi: The
MSME Ministry has
formed a committee to
modernise the
Sevagram Industrial
Zone in the next 2.5
years, Union Minister
Narayan Rane said on
Sunday. Addressing a
function in Wardha on
the occasion of
Mahatma Gandhi’s
birth anniversary, the
minister for micro,
small and medium
Enterprises (MSMEs)
said it was from this
Sevagram Ashram of
Wardha that Mahatma
Gandhi had appealed
to all to go back to the
village, by which he
meant the complete de-
velopment of villages.

KBL Utsav
Mangaluru: Leading
private sector lender
Karnataka Bank has
launched a special
campaign ‘KBL Utsav
2022-23’ for home loans,
car loans and gold
loans from October 1 to
31 to cater to the de-
mands of customers
during the festival sea-
son. A press release
from the Mangaluru-
headquartered bank
here said customers
can avail the benefits of
digital banking and of-
fers of the special cam-
paign across all its 
880 branches.

MOBILE CONGRESS

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal virtually drives a car at a stall during the 6th India Mobile
Congress at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, Monday, Oct. 3.

New Delhi, Oct 03: 

CNG prices are likely to
be hiked by Rs 8-12 per kg
and that of gas piped to
household kitchens by
over Rs 6 per unit after the
government raised the
prices of input natural gas
to a record, analysts said
on Monday. The govern-
ment last week raised the
prices of gas produced
from old fields, called
APM gas, to USD 8.57 per
million British thermal
unit from USD 6.1. The
rates for gas produced
from difficult fields were
hiked to USD 12.46 from
USD 9.92 per mmBtu. APM
gas makes up for two-
thirds of all gas produced
in the country. This gas is
converted into CNG for au-
tomobiles and piped to
household kitchens for
cooking. Kotak
Institutional Equities said
APM gas prices are up
nearly 5x in just a year -

from USD 1.79 per mmBtu
till September 2021 to USD
8.57. “We expect CGDs to
raise prices, but only in
tranches, impacting near-
term earnings,” it said.
For each USD per mmBtu
gas price rise, city gas dis-
tribution (CGD) entities
need to raise the CNG
price by Rs 4.7-4.9 per kg.
“For USD 2.5 per mmBtu
price rise, and also for re-
cent currency weakness,
CGDs will need an imme-
diate CNG price increase
of Rs 12-14 per kg,” it said
adding CGDs cannot ab-
sorb gas price increases.
In the past, CGDs have
been able to pass on all
cost increases, and per
unit margins have been on
long-term rising trends for
CGDs. According to ICICI
Securities, piped cooking
gas, called PNG, CNG
prices will need to be
raised by Rs 6.2 per stan-
dard cubic meter and Rs 9-
12.5 per kg to fully pass on

the impact of these high
input costs. “At best, we
see only a slow gradual
pass-through of these
costs over third quarter
(October to December),” it
said. Jefferies said
Indraprastha Gas Ltd, the
firm that retails CNG and
PNG in the national capi-
tal, will need to raise CNG
price by Rs 8 per kg while
Mahanagar Gas Ltd - the
retailer in Mumbai - will
have to increase prices by
Rs 9. “This would reduce
CNG’s discount to
petrol/diesel from 45/30
per cent to 40/20 per cent
for IGL. Similarly, the dis-
count for MGL would re-
duce from 45/30 per cent
currently to 40/20 per
cent,” it said. “This could
impact volume growth.”
As a key producer of do-
mestic APM gas, a sharp
40 per cent increase in
price is positive for up-
stream producers ONGC
and Oil India.

Gas price hike: CNG prices may
go up by at least Rs 8-12 per kg

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  0033:: Tatas-
owned Air India has introduced
a new in-flight menu on
domestic routes amid the
onset of the festive season.
Since taken over by the Tatas
in January this year, the loss-
making airline has been mak-
ing efforts to revamp services,
expand its fleet and increase
its overall market share in the
fast-growing domestic avia-
tion space. The new in-flight
menu, featuring an assortment
of gourmet meals, trendy
appetisers and decadent

desserts, showcases India’s
locally sourced culinary influ-
ence, it said in a release. The
menu was introduced on
October 1. “The new menu
choices have been curated to
ensure that the flyers enjoy a
gourmet meal with emphasis
on health and well-being... We
are excited to roll out this new
menu on domestic routes, and
are hard at work preparing a
revamp of the international
menu as well,” Sandeep
Verma, Head of Inflight
Services at Air India, said. 

Air India introduces new
menu in domestic flights

New Delhi, Oct 03: 

State-owned telecom
firm BSNL will start
rolling out 4G network
from November onwards
and gradually upgrade it
to 5G by August next year,
a top company official said
on Monday. The company
has plans to roll out almost
1.25 lakh 4G mobile sites in
18 months, BSNL chair-
man and managing direc-
tor PK Purwar told PTI at
India Mobile Congress.
“The first roll out (of
planned 4G network)
should take place in
November,” Purwar said.
The company is in discus-
sion with IT major TCS
and state-run telecom re-
search and development
organisation C-DOT-led
consortium to deploy in-
digenously developed 4G

technology in the network.
Purwar said the 4G net-
work gears that the compa-
ny is purchasing will be
upgradable to 5G through
software updates. When
asked about the timeline of
BSNL’s plans to roll out 5G
services, Purwar said the
company is on its path to
deploy 5G as per the dead-
line of August 15, 2023, set

by Telecom Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw. “The
minister has given us a
clear path that the 15th of
August 2023 should be the
date when BSNL should be
in the 5G domain. We are
working in that direction
which we have received.
We should be able to meet
it (the target timeline),”
Purwar said.

Talking about revenue
dynamics, all telecom op-
erators should look at digi-
tal inclusiveness and con-
nect the unconnected with
digital technologies.
“There should be an in-
vestment in the network
for everyone to get good
service and roll out should
be faster. Unless operators
have enough resources
they will not be able to
make the investment in
the network.

BSNL to start rolling out 
4G network from November

MMuummbbaaii,,  OOcctt  0033::  

India Inc’s credit quality
showed further improvement
in April-September period
with the ratio of upgrades to
downgrades inching higher.
The credit ratio’s improve-
ment to 5.52 in H1FY23 as
compared to 5.04 in H2FY22
was driven by leaner balance
sheets led by healthy cash
flows and muted invest-
ments, Crisil Ratings, which
rates 6,800 companies, said.
However, the agency clari-
fied that the data may not be
fully representative as many
small businesses with out-
standing ratings have turned
non-cooperative in sharing
data on a continued basis
which can be driven by
adverse financial health.
India Inc has emerged
stronger post-pandemic, its

managing director Gurpreet
Chhatwal said, exuding confi-
dence that the corporate
India can weather the current
storm caused by global
events like higher inflation
and monetary tightening
which will hurt India’s
exports. Crisil’s senior direc-
tor Somasekhar Vemuri said
there can, however, be a
moderation in the credit ratio
going ahead due to some of
the challenges faced by com-
panies. 

During the first half of the
fiscal year, the credit ratio
moved ahead majorly driven
by the infrastructure sector,
which contributed a third of
the upgrades, the agency
said, attributing the same to
higher project work being
undertaken and improvement
in project clearances and
payments.

India Inc’s credit quality 
continues to improve in H1, may

moderate going ahead: Crisil

Mumbai, Oct 03:  

Key stock indices
Sensex and Nifty de-
clined over 1 per cent at
close on Monday amid
weak global market
trends and continued for-
eign fund outflows.
Benchmark BSE Sensex
tumbled 638.11 points or
1.11 per cent to settle at
56,788.81. During the day,
it tanked 743.52 points or
1.29 per cent to 56,683.40.
The broader NSE Nifty
fell by 207 points or 1.21
per cent to end at
16,887.35. Among the
Sensex stocks, Maruti,
Hindustan Unilever,
IndusInd Bank, ITC,
Bajaj Finance, State
Bank of India and Kotak
Mahindra Bank were the
major laggards.

Dr Reddy’s, NTPC,
Bharti Airtel and Wipro

were the winners.
Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Hong Kong settled
lower, while Tokyo ended

higher. Stock exchanges
in Europe were trading
lower in mid-session
deals after oil prices rose

by more than USD 3 per
barrel amid dire warn-
ings over energy short-
ages in Europe. The US
markets ended in nega-
tive territory on Friday.
Sensex had jumped
1,016.96 points or 1.80 per
cent to settle at 57,426.92
on Friday.

The Nifty climbed
276.25 points or 1.64 per
cent to end at 17,094.35.
Meanwhile, the interna-
tional oil benchmark
Brent crude futures
jumped 3.90 per cent to
USD 88.46 per barrel.
Foreign institutional in-
vestors offloaded shares
worth Rs 1,565.31 crore
on Friday, according to
data available with BSE.
Foreign investors turned
sellers in September,
pulling out Rs 7,600 crore
from Indian equity mar-
kets.

Sensex, Nifty fall over 1 pc on weak global trends

Mumbai, Oct 03: 

The rupee fell by 49
paise to close at 81.89 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Monday as heavy
selling pressure in the do-
mestic equities and a spike
in crude oil prices
weighed on the local unit.

Besides, a stronger
greenback against key ri-
vals and persistent foreign
fund outflows put pressure
on the domestic currency,
forex dealers said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened weak at
81.65, fell further to 81.98
against the American cur-
rency. It finally ended at
81.89, down 49 paise over
its previous close. In the
previous session, the
rupee settled at 81.40

against the greenback.
On the domestic equity

market front, the 30-share
BSE Sensex dropped 638.11
points or 1.11 per cent to
end at 56,788.81, while the
broader NSE Nifty fell 207
points or 1.21 per cent to

16,887.35. Meanwhile, the
dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, advanced 0.30 per
cent to 112.45. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures surged 4.12 per
cent to USD 88.65 per bar-
rel.

Foreign institutional in-
vestors were net sellers in
the capital market on
Friday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 1,565.31
crore, as per exchange
data. After infusing funds
in the last two months, for-
eign investors turned sell-
ers again in September
and pulled out Rs 7,600
crore from the Indian eq-
uity markets amid a hawk-
ish stance by the US Fed
and sharp depreciation in
the rupee.

Rupee plunges 49 paise to 81.89
against US dollar as crude oil spikes

New Delhi, Oct 03: 

Mechanics play an inte-
gral role in the automotive
aftermarket. However, one
of the key knowledge gaps
for mechanics is the lack
of sufficient training
around the latest automo-
tive technologies.Castrol,
India’s leading lubricant
company, has relentlessly
supported the mechanic
community with relevant
business & social initia-
tives. To continue support-
ing mechanic
upskilling,and to con-
tribute towards the transi-
tion to greener and more
sustainable mobility,
Castrol India has intro-
duced a unique EV-readi-
ness training program for
mechanics.

The EV-readiness train-
ing program was held

from 13 to 16 September in
New Delhi, covering over
100 top-tier car and bike
mechanics. The training
was supported and en-
dorsed by the Automotive
Skills Development
Council (ASDC) of India.
Participating mechanics
had the chance to preview
the Castrol ONrange of ad-
vanced e-fluids for im-
proved electric vehicle
performance, which was
launched globally in 2021
and will soon be launched

in India. The training in-
cluded an eight-hour mod-
ule wherecar and bike me-
chanics got to learn the ba-
sics of EVs and acquired
diagnostic skills for EV
service& maintenance.
After completion of the
training, the mechanics
were evaluated through a
quizto test their knowl-
edge and understanding
on EVs. Speaking about
the initiative, Sandeep
Sangwan, Managing
Director, Castrol India

Castrol India launches ‘EV 
readiness’ training for mechanics

Mumbai, Oct 03: Nuvoco
Vistas Corp. Ltd., the fifth
largest cement group in
India and leading cement
player in East India, in
terms of capacity, has
been conferred with the
globally acclaimed Golden
Peacock Award for
Excellence in Corporate
Governance – 2022. The
achievement is a testa-
ment to Nuvoco&#39;s
growth in the building
materials sector as well as
its commitment to imple-
menting best-in-class gov-
ernance and management
systems. A Certificate and
the coveted Golden
Peacock Awards Trophy
will be presented on
November 10, 2022.

The Golden Peacock
Awards have been insti-
tuted by the Institute of
Directors, India in 1991
and are regarded as a
benchmark of corporate
excellence throughout the
world. With the Golden
Peacock Award for
Corporate Governance,
companies are stimulated
and encouraged to accel-
erate their customer-fo-
cused improvement
processes. An award is in-
tended to celebrate and
honour the best for their
unique achievements as
well as build their brand
equity on Corporate
Governance. More than
1000 companies applied in
various categories for the
awards this year. The jury
comprised eminent public
figures, known for their
independence and impar-
tiality.

Nuvoco wins the
Golden Peacock Award 
 For Excellence 

in Corporate
Governance - 2022

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  OOcctt  0033:: Skoda
Auto Volkswagen India on
Monday said it has com-
menced exports of mid-sized
sports utility vehicle Kushaq.
The company, which manages
the Indian region of five
Volkswagen Group brands
Skoda, Volkswagen, Audi,
Porsche, and Lamborghini -
has started shipments of left-
hand-drive Kushaq to Arab
Gulf Cooperation Council
(AGCC) countries. In
September, Skoda Auto
Volkswagen India Pvt Ltd

(SAVWIPL) commenced
export of Volkswagen Taigun
and Virtus. “The Skoda
Kushaq is the third made-in-
India car to be exported this
year..the market acceptance
and success of all our exports
highlight our global quality
standards,” SAVWIPL
Managing Director Piyush
Arora said in a statement.
SAVWIPL launched its export
programme in 2011 with 6,256
units of the India-built
Volkswagen Vento for the
South African market. 

Skoda Auto Volkswagen
begins export of SUV Kushaq

Parineeti's
'biggini shoot'

is all about
sand, sea and

sunshine

Parineeti Chopra shared a

glimpse of her 'biggini shoot'

from Maldives where the

actress looks every-inch gor-

geous. Parineeti took to

Instagram, where she shared

the image. In the picture, the

actress is seen sitting on a

beach dressed in a neon

coloured bikini. The backdrop

features the bright blue sky

and sea.

Instead of going for a deep

message for the caption,

Parineeti chose a viral meme

for the caption. She wrote:

"biggini shoot #IYKYN (If you

know, you know)."

The actress is currently

awaiting the release of her

upcoming film 'Code Name

Tiranga'. Starring Parineeti

and Harrdy Sandhu in the

lead, the film will also bring

together seasoned actors

such as Sharad Kelkar, Rajit

Kapur, Dibyendu

Bhattacharya, Shishir

Sharma, Sabyasachi

Chakraborty and Deesh

Mariwala.

An espionage action

thriller, 'Code Name: Tiranga'

is the story of a spy on an

unfaltering and fearless mis-

sion for her nation in a race

against time where sacrifice

is her only choice.

Parineeti will play a RAW

agent who is on an exhilarat-

ing journey across many

countries. Harrdy Sandhu,

who is an established and

sought-after singer, will sur-

prise the audience by his act-

ing prowess in the film. It is

set to release on October 14.

ACROSS

1. Flat

5. Iowa crop

9. Eight musicians

14. Comedian Jay ____

15. Location

16. More loyal

17. Univ. club

18. Bad mood

19. Postpone

20. Continual

22. Fat

23. Court divider

24. Sombrero, e.g.

25. Sweet spud

27. Make merry

29. Spicy sausage

34. Large terrier

37. Trapped

38. False god

39. Gab

41. Radio tuner

42. Crave

45. Aircraft with pontoons

48. Spring holiday

49. ____ Banks of baseball

50. Married woman (abbr.)

52. Furnace fuel

53. “Murder, ____”

56. Auto type

60. Plane patron

63. Andean animal

64. Encourage

65. Burn reliever

66. Comic Tim ____

67. Gambling city

68. Charged particles

69. Watercolor, e.g.

70. Genesis garden

71. Missing

DOWN

1. Like Santa’s helpers
2. Author Jules ____
3. Put into effect
4. Musical sound
5. Tapioca source
6. Elaborately
7. Horse strap
8. Well-groomed
9. Footstool
10. Crustacean
11. Inner ____
12. Slippery creatures
13. Yew or willow
21. Lean-to
26. Donkey
27. Ignited again
28. Tenant’s document

30. Soup dipper

31. Diva’s song

32. Unkind

33. Unoccupied

34. Assistant

35. Brainstorm

36. Singer Diana ____

40. Lantern fuel

43. Leftover piece

44. Make mistakes

46. Actress Jennifer ____

47. Heap

51. Bowling term

53. Ice house

54. Advertising lights

55. Wave top

56. Wallop

57. Vocalist ____ Fitzgerald

58. Surrealist painter Salvador ____

59. Hymnal word

61. Sleeping

62. Metal spike
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Your mind may wander to a fantasyland full of

castles, wizards, and magic dragons today,

Aquarius. You could find that you’re putting

yourself in the robes of a beautiful or handsome

figure in a tall tower who’s waiting for the per-

fect mate to come along. Observe the fanciful

scenario you’ve created and see how the sym-

bols and characters connect with your real life.

Your imagination is trying to tell you something.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Get on the fast track and use your powerful
words and creative mind to make quick
decisions that are mindful yet sponta-
neous. If you get in a pinch today, Pisces,
don’t worry about it. Simply relax, take a
deep breath, and let your intuition guide
you to the right path. Instead of wasting
your energy thrashing helplessly in the
water, call for help.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Start the day with some vigorous yoga and

then some meditation to help clear your mind,

Aries. Stretch your body and get the blood

flowing through all of your limbs. Once your

blood is flowing, your mind will get moving.

Before it gets too far into its noisy routine, take

the opportunity to maintain a quiet, serene

state while you clear out the static and set

forth your goals for the day.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Do something for the community today, Taurus,

and really consider how your talents and skills can

best be put to work. Consider volunteering at a

school or library. Donate blood or help the elderly.

Whatever you do, smile knowing that you’re mak-

ing direct contact with friends who need your

assistance. Instead of just complaining about the

way things are going, take a proactive role in lead-

ing the way toward a more philanthropic world.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If you’re having trouble tackling a giant
problem, Gemini, don’t get discouraged or
overwhelmed. They key for you is to break
things down into smaller chunks, analyze
them, and figure out their role within the
greater whole. You will find that by taking
things one step at a time, any problem you
encounter will be infinitely easier to over-
come than you may have thought at first.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

It may seem like everyone around you is
happy and getting what they want while
you’re stuck in the trenches, Cancer. Don’t
compare yourself to other people and make
judgments based on outside appearances. The
truth of the matter is that they’re most likely
only looking at the immediate future and
experiencing short-term pleasures. You, how-
ever, have your sights set on the long-term
and will probably be much better off.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Imagination and fantasy play a big part in

your thinking today, Leo, and you shouldn’t

hesitate to embrace this frame of mind.

There’s a great deal of power to be drawn

from your sense of freedom to explore and

dream. Your thinking is more of a higher

consciousness now. You should take advan-

tage of this lofty perspective to see things

from a neutral viewpoint.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Engage more of your rational mind today,
Virgo. If your mind continues on its track
into a fantasy world, you might consider
enlisting the help of people who can help
you bring some discipline to your situation.
For you, the general feeling of the day is
likely to be that the mind is willing, but the
flesh is weak. Let others help you get
inspired to get out of lazy mode.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Suppose you were someone else for a day,

Libra. How would it feel to be treated the

way you normally treat other people? This

is a good time to put yourself in someone

else’s shoes and experience life through

their eyes. By doing this, you’re apt to

become more conscious of your own

actions and the effect of those actions on

the people around you.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today your thoughts may turn to fashion
and the different ways in which you can
improve your wardrobe. Don’t be afraid
to create a look that reflects your true
inner spirit. Deck yourself in external
splendor to illustrate the many different
colors and layers that you carry on the
inside. Don’t hesitate to pick up a fashion
magazine at the grocery store.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

The amazing thing about your nature is

that, like a good politician, you have just

the right tone of voice and catch phrase

for every situation. You can put on your

smile and charm and talk your way out of

just about any pickle you get into.

Embrace this incredible gift, but make

sure that your overall goals are noble as

opposed to self-serving or vengeful.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You’re apt to get the feeling that the grass
is greener on the other side of the fence
today, Capricorn. Try not to get too hung
up on this. Either make the effort to go
where the landscape looks richer and
more fruitful or stay where you are. The
key to true happiness is to make sure that
regardless of where you end up, you enjoy
the spot where you are.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S
outh actress
R a s h m i k a

Mandanna, who has
worked with Amitabh
Bachchan in 'Goodbye',
says that she is grateful
for having done the film
with the Bollywood su-
perstar. Taking to
Instagram, the actress
posted a picture of herself
with Big B and wrote, "I
still can't believe this is
happening.

Having done a film with
sir, getting to talk to him,
being able to share the
same stage as him, talk-
ing about the same topics,
getting to take a picture
with him, my God!!

"He is an absolutely
brilliant performer... A
gem of a person and al-
ways arguing with me as
a reel papa... but my God -
how grateful am I.

"I am grateful for hav-
ing done 'Goodbye' with
Amitabh Bachchan sir.
It's been an absolute hon-
our and this will forever
be super special. PS - See
papa and Tara in five days
on October 7 in cinemas

near you!" The actress
considers the Hindi film
super special as she her-
self mentioned in one
of her posts when she
wrapped up shooting
for the film. She had
then said, "Everyone
I've worked with in
this team will al-
ways and forever be
super special to me
(Guys! Let's work
again soon, like
super soon. I
dunno how you'll
make it happen
but make it hap-
pen!) I love you
guys! You are the
bestest!"

Grateful for having done 'Goodbye'
with Big B, says Rashmika Mandanna

Manju Warrier
shimmers in the

'Kannilu
Kannilu' number

from 'Ayisha'

T
he makers of Aamir
Pallikkal's eagerly

awaited film 'Ayisha', in
which Malayalam actress
Manju Warrier plays the
lead, have released the lyri-
cal video of the dance num-
ber 'Kannilu... Kannilu...',
much to the delight of her
fans. The number, composed
by music director M.
Jayachandran and rendered
by Ahi Ajayan, was eagerly
awaited by fans as it has
Warrier dancing the steps
choreographed by ace dance
choreographer Prabhu
Deva. More interestingly, the
other dancers in the song
who dance along with
Warrier are from different
countries. Sources identify
the dancers as Lathifa from
Tunisia, Salama from the
United Arab Emirates,
Jennifer from the
Philippines, Sarfina from
Nigeria, Sumaiya from
Yeman and Islam from
Syria, apart from three other
dancers from India --
Radhika, Sajna and
Poornima. The song has
been written by two lyricists.
While the Malayalam lyrics
have been penned by B.K.
Harinarayanan, the Arabian
lyrics have been penned by
Noora Al Marzooqi.

The film, which is being
made in seven languages
namely Malayalam, Tamil,
Telugu, Hindi, Kannada,
Arabian and English, has
cinematography by Vishnu
Sarma and editing by Appu
N. Battathiri.

"Adipurush", one of the most
anticipated Indian films of
2023, whose first teaser was
released here on Sunday,
unites the talents of Prabhas
(of the "Baahubali" fran-
chise) and Om Raut, who
directed the Ajay Devgn-star-
rer "Tanhaji: The Unsung
Warrior", the biggest Indian
box office hit of 2020, reports
'Variety'.

"Adipurush" is Raut's take
on the 'Ramayana' by
Valmiki. The film is set 7,000
years ago and in the film,
Prabhas's character is not
called Lord Ram, he is
Raghav, which is another
name for Ram.

Sita, played by Kriti Sanon,
is called Janaki (as in King
Janaka's daughter), while
Saif Ali Khan's Ravana is
Lankesh (lord of Lanka),
which are also derivatives of
their 'Ramayana' names,
notes 'Variety'.

Adipurush literally means
'first man', but here the inter-
pretation is that of 'best
man'. Post "Tanhaji", Raut
could have called any Indian
A-lister for his next film but

he chose Prabhas. "I always
had Prabhas in my mind when
I was writing Raghav's char-
acter -- it became so com-
pelling for me," Raut said in a
conversation with 'Variety'.
"If it was not him, I would
have not made the film."

Raut made it to Hyderabad
from Mumbai in the middle of
India's first Covid-19 lock-
down to discuss the film with
Prabhas in person. The actor
describes the meeting as a
"super exciting day".

"After three days, I got a
little stressed because I
thought it's the most precious
film for the country -- can I do
it?" Prabhas told 'Variety'.
"Om said not to worry and so
it was a beautiful thing that
happened. I think it's the
most prestigious film in my
life."

Prabhas says he signed on
because of Raut's intriguing
screenplay and how it inte-
grates the history and culture
of India. "The way he
designed the film was amaz-
ing, huge. And I think he
made it very well," Prabhas
said.

‘Adipurush’ teaser 
out; most precious
film, says Prabhas

AA s Sunny Leone kicks off
the new season of

youth-based reality show
'Splitsvilla', the actress on
why it is the most exciting
genre to pull off. She says
non-fiction is always difficult
to shoot and perform as one
has to be themselves and
that's the most challenging
and most fun thing to do.

With the new season in
Goa, she tells us that this is
the toughest genre to shoot.
The actress is soon going to
star opposite Vishnu Manchu
in the upcoming Pan-India

film 'Ginna'. From shooting a
multilingual film to doing an
action packed web series, the
actress has done it all in 2022.
But what turned out to be the
most thrilling for her is
'Splitsvilla'.

Revealing the reason, she
said: "At its core, this reality
show is about love, longing
and heartbreak. To see young
people go through that jour-
ney is both heartening and
sometimes tough to judge.
Human beings are flawed by
nature and so when we show
these real emotions on

screens, even as judges we
find it hard to gauge who is
right and who is wrong.

She added: "Moreover,
every year, the attempt to do
something unexpected and
keep the conversations fresh.
The whole team endeavours
to retain the snazziness of the
show and blend it with gen-
uine emotions. 

Non-fiction is always diffi-
cult to shoot and perform.
You have to be yourself and
sometimes that's the most
challenging and most fun
thing to do."

Sunny Leone
on non-fiction
shows: You have
to be yourself,
and that's 

challenging
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Meghana 

Sylhet, Oct 03 (PTI):
Opener Sabbhineni

Meghana (69) batted with
authority to record her
maiden T20I half-century
as India defeated Malaysia
by 30 runs via the
Duckworth-Lewis method
in the rain-curtailed Asia
Cup match here on
Monday. Replacing vice-
captain Smriti Mandhana
at the top, Meghana hit a
career-best 69 off 53 deliv-
eries to help India post 181
for 4. In reply, Malaysia
were tottering at 16/2 in 5.2
overs when rain stopped
play, far behind the 46-run
mark which was the D/L
par score when the match
was called off. With the
win, India moved to the
second spot on the points
table — with four points —
behind Pakistan.

Meghana took the
Malaysian bowling attack
to the sword as she brought
up her career-best score in
the format after India were
asked to bat.

The big-hitting Shafali
Verma, who is struggling
for form, also pitched in
but the teenager looked
scratchy for the most part
of her 46-run knock.

Meghana made most of
the opportunity provided
to her as she donned the
role of the aggressor from
the very first ball. She
milked boundaries every
over, hitting the ball all
across the ground in the
powerplay as India fetched
47/0 in the first six overs.
She was dropped on 14 by

skipper Winifred
Duraisingam (2/36) in the

third over and the right-
hander made the

Malaysian’s pay for the
error as she raced to fifty
with a boundary.

Poor fielding only added
to Malaysia’s woes as the
Indian women looked on
course for a 200-plus score.
However, Duraisingam got
the big-wicket of
Meghana. The Indian
looked to drive only to chip
the ball straight into the
hands of extra cover, send-
ing the entire Malaysian
team into frenzy. Shafali,
who had played the second
second fiddle to perfection,
smashed a couple of sixes
but failed to carry on the
momentum once Meghana
was out.

Richa Ghosh was elevat-
ed to the number three
spot and the young wicket-
keeper played a fluent 33-
run knock, finding the
gaps beautifully. But
Shafali struggled to accel-
erate as Malaysia tight-
ened their bowling and
fielding while also trigger-
ing a mini-batting collapse.

In the eventful penulti-
mate over, Shafali was
bowled by 17-year-old Nur
Dania Syuhada (2/9) off
the first delivery before the
spinner got rid of Kiran
Navgire (0) in the next ball.
It would have been three-
wicket haul for the teenag-
er had Richa not been
dropped at deep mid-wick-
et on 31.

Defending 181, spinners
Deepti Sharma (1/10) and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad
(1/6) got rid of openers
Winifred Duraisingam (0)
and Wan Julia (1) before
rain stopped play.

Meghana dazzles as India beat
Malaysia by 30 runs via D/L method

Indore, Oct 03 (PTI):

It may be an inconse-
quential game on paper
but Indian bowlers await
another tough test against
South Africa ahead of the
T20 World Cup when the
two teams meet in the final
game of the three-match
series here on Tuesday.

Having sealed their first-
ever series against South
Africa at home, Indian
team management has de-
cided to rest its premier
batter Virat Kohli and vice-
captain KL Rahul for the
final game.

“Yes, both Virat and
Rahul have been rested
from the final T20I,” said a
BCCI official. After the
final game against the
Proteas, Kohli and Rahul
will link up with the squad
in Mumbai from where the
team is scheduled to leave
for Australia on October 6
for the T20 World Cup. It is
expected that standby bat-
ter Shreyas Iyer will re-
place Kohli for the final
game in the playing XI.
With Rahul also rested, ei-
ther Suryakumar Yadav or
Rishabh Pant will open
alongside with Rohit
Sharma. With no second
reserve batter in the
squad, Shahbaz Ahmed or
one among Mohammed
Siraj or Umesh Yadav
could get a look-in. Since
their early exit from the
T20 World Cup 12 months
ago, the Indian batting has
come a long way and looks
formidable ahead of the
next edition beginning
later this month. Majority

of the batters remain the
same from the UAE edition
but it is the drastic change
in approach which has
made the difference.
Heading into the ICC

event, India’s high-profile
top-three have hit top form
including Rahul who al-
layed concerns about his
strike rate with a sublime
effort on Sunday.

Kohli has batted a 140
plus strike rate since the
Asia Cup that includes
three 50s and a much-
awaited hundred. Skipper
Rohit has come up with
impactful innings over the
course of the six games at
home against Australia
and South Africa. Number
four Suryakumar Yadav is
in a league of his own and
seems to be batting at a
much higher level than his
teammates, so much so
that Rohit is contemplat-
ing to play him straight in
the team’s World Cup
opener against Pakistan
on October 23. Pant is yet
to bat in the series and
though Dinesh Karthik got
seven balls in the second
T20, he too would be hop-
ing to get a hit in the mid-
dle.

Jasprit Bumrah’s ab-
sence has compounded
India’s bowling woes, espe-
cially in the death overs,
but the team needs to find
a way if the star pacer
doesn’t get fit in time for
the ICC event. Deepak
Chahar, who is among
World Cup reserves, has
been impressive with the
new ball but question
marks remain over his effi-
cacy towards the back end
of the innings.

Arshdeep Singh has
made an impact both with
new and old ball but was
unusually expensive on
Sunday. Having bowled as
many as three no balls, it
was a forgettable night for
the left-arm pacer who
would be eager to bounce
back.

SA Series: India rest Kohli, Rahul but
another stern test awaits bowling unit

India’s captain Rohit Sharma (R) stands next to coach
Rahul Dravid during a practice session.

Surat, Oct 03 (PTI):

Former world champi-
onships bronze medallist
B Sai Praneeth showed
nerves of steel to outwit
in-form HS Prannoy in a
thrilling three-setter as
Telangana blanked Kerala
3-0 to win the coveted
mixed team badminton
gold at the National
Games here on Monday.

Enduring a dip in form
for over a year now, Tokyo

Olympian Praneeth final-
ly had something to cheer
about as he dug deep into
his reservoir to see off
Kerala’s top shuttler
Prannoy 18-21 21-16 22-20 to
give Telangana a 2-0 lead.

His victory came on the
heels of another brilliant
show by the husband-and-
wife duo of B Sumeeth
Reddy and N Sikki Reddy,
who got the better of the
youthful pair of MR Arjun
and Treesa Jolly 21-15 14-21

21-14 in a thrilling battle.
In the women’s singles,

Samiya Farooqui beat TR
Gowrikrishna 21-5 21-12 to
seal the win for
Telangana.

Telangana’s decision to
field the experienced
Sumeeth and Sikki in the
opening mixed doubles
match ahead of
Vishnuvardhan Goud and
Gayatri Gopichand, who
had lost against
Maharashtra, paid divi-
dends as they put the team
ahead.

“We only gave the coach
the option of trying us
out,” Sumeeth said, even
though they had last
played together way back
in the 2021 Thailand Open.

The couple fumbled at
the start as the speedy
Arjun and Treesa jumped
into an early 5-2 lead.

“We were playing after a
long time. We don’t even
practice together as we
quite often get into argu-
ments. It took some time to
get into a rhythm.

Badminton at National Games

Praneeth edges out Prannoy as 
Telangana ambush Kerala to win team gold

Guwahati, Oct 03 (PTI):

Just as Virat Kohl’s ‘self-
less knock’ won the hearts
of cricket lovers here on
Sunday night, the boister-
ous crowd that cheered the
game drew praise from the
ace player too. Kohli
missed a half-century by a
whisker as he remained
unbeaten at 49 with India
setting a target of 238 for
South Africa. India went
on to win the match by 16
runs and grab the three-

match T20 series by win-
ning the first two games.
The capacity crowd of
nearly 39,000 at the Assam
Cricket Association (ACA)
Stadium here had the loud-
est cheers reserved for the
former Team India cap-
tain. Praising the massive
support, Kohli expressed
his gratitude to the crowd
on Twitter. “Great game.
Terrific atmosphere.
Thank you Guwahati,” the
star player wrote, sharing
pictures of the game, in a
post-midnight Tweet.
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who was
among the crowd for the
match, shared the Tweet
and wrote: “Thank you so
much @imVkohli .”

Kohli’s fans, who ig-
nored humid conditions
and missed Durga Puja fes-
tivities on Sunday to watch
their favourite cricketer in
action, also responded
with the same love on the
micro-blogging site.
Cricket follower and jour-
nalist Bidisha Singha
wrote: “Thank u Champ!
What a selfless knock.”

Kohli thanks Guwahati 
for ‘terrific atmosphere’

Guwahati, Oct 03 (PTI):

Shortly after he let his
bat do the talking amid
criticism regarding his
slow strike rate, India
opener KL Rahul coun-
tered his detractors, say-
ing he bats according to
the “demand of the in-
nings.” Rahul sizzled with
a 28-ball 57 in the India’s
series-clinching 16-run
win over South Africa in
the second T20I to silence
his critics on Sunday.

The Indian vice-cap-
tain’s strike rate had come
under scanner during the
Asia Cup and his 56-ball 51
against South Africa in
the series opener at
Thiruvananthapuram.

“Yes, going at a higher
strike rate was a demand
of this innings,” Rahul
said at the post-match
press conference.

“When you are batting
first you obviously want to
give yourself a couple of
overs to assess the condi-
tions to see what are the

shots that you can play,
you talk to your partner,”

“You sort of give your-
self a target and then you
try and play accordingly.
We’ve always tried to be
more aggressive, take a lot
of risks. that was what
needed from me today and
I’m happy that it came off
today,” he added.

Rahul was seen hitting a
couple of sixes effortlessly
over fine square leg with
his impressive wrist work.

“Yes, there’s a certain
gift all of us have, that’s
why we are playing for the

country. We have gotten
this far because there’s
naturally certain talents.

“It’s T20 cricket, you
have to get in position to
try to hit sixes. When the
balls come at 145kmph,
you don’t have much time
to see the ball and react,
you hit with instinct. It’s a
lot of practice over the
years,” he said.

Their aggressive ap-
proach while batting was a
conscious effort post the
last T20 World Cup debacle
in UAE where India failed
to make the knockouts.

Higher strike rate was 
a demand of innings: Rahul

LLaahhoorree,,  OOcctt  0033  ((AAPP))::  England
finished its first tour to
Pakistan in 17 years with a
thumping 67-run win in their
Twenty20 decider to clinch the
exciting seven-match series 4-
3. Dawid Malan (78 not out off
47 balls) smashed his first half
century of the series and
Harry Brook hit an unbeaten
29-ball 46 as both profited
from three dropped catches in

England’s strong total of 209-
3. Pakistan, which won the
toss and chose to field, was
effectively out of the chase
once the usually prolific open-
ing pair of captain Babar Azam
and Mohammad Rizwan
departed within the first two
overs. 

Pakistan finished on 142-8.
Babar, who dropped both
Malan and Brook, gave a regu-

lation catch at cover in Chris
Woakes’ first over and Reece
Topley clean bowled Rizwan
off a full-length delivery. No. 3
Shan Masood fought a lone
battle with 56 off 43 against
well-disciplined England pac-
ers with Woakes (3-26), David
Willey (2-22), Sam Curran (1-
27) and Topley (1-34) all chip-
ping in with wickets. “Brilliant
game today, we played really

well from the start,” said
England captain Moeen Ali.
“The batters put up a very
good score and I thought our
bowling was outstanding in
wet conditions. We had two
must-win games, to come
back and win them is good to
see.” Regular England T20
skipper Jos Buttler didn’t play
a single game on tour and con-
tinued his rehabilitation on an
injured calf.

England’s opening pair of
Phil Salt (20) and Alex Hales
(18) once again provided a
brisk start of 39 before both
fell in the space of three deliv-
eries in the fifth over. Hales
was pinned leg before wicket
by Mohammad Hasnain, one
of the four changes Pakistan
made from the team which
lost the last game by eight
wickets on Friday. 

Salt couldn’t beat a strong
direct throw from Shadab
Khan and was run out after
Malan refused a single and
stood his ground at the strik-
er’s end.

England thumps Pakistan 
in T20 decider, wins series 4-3

Guwahati, Oct 03 (PTI):

Formidable South
African batter David
Miller has a firm belief
that the series-defeat
against India won’t make

them a lesser force at
the fast-approaching

T20 World Cup as he
cited Australia’s title

triumph in the previous
edition despite their
wretched run ahead of the
big-ticket event.

South African top-order
batters struggled badly
while their bowlers were
also not at their best on
Sunday as India took an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the
three-match series with a
16-run win in the second
game here. The loss will
hurt them little, said
Miller, saying Australia
had also struggled badly in
2021 but eventually they
became the world champi-
ons. Australia had entered
the World Cup after five
back-to-back series defeats
in the format.

“There’re a lot of stories
in the past with one being
Australia not doing too
well before the World Cup,
and then they end up win-
ning the World Cup.

Not much to worry about, 
Australians won title despite struggles

before World Cup: Miller

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):
India’s Rohan Bopanna
and his partner Matwe
Middelkoop beat Santiago
Gonzalez and Andres
Molteni in the summit
clash to claim the doubles
title at the USD 1,019,855
ATP tennis tournament
in Tel Aviv on Sunday. The
top seeded Indo-Dutch
pair notched up a 6-2 6-4
win over the third seeded
Gonzalez from Mexico
and Argentina’s Molteni
in the final. mIt was

Bopanna’s third title of
the season. The 42-year-
old Indian had won two ti-
tles this seasons with com-
patriot Ramkumar
Ramathan in Adelaide
and Pune. It was also the
first ATP Tour title for
Bopanna and Middelkoop
as a team. Bopanna and
Middelkoop brought their
best tennis in the final,
powering through in
straight sets to lift the
ATP 250 trophy after one
hour and 12 minutes.

Bopanna-Middelkoop 
claim doubles title in Tel Aviv

Union Minister Balyan appears 
in court in case related to 2013 

Muzaffarnagar violence
Muzaffarnagar (UP), Oct 03 (PTI): 

Union Minister
Sanjeev Balyan and
other BJP leaders on
Monday appeared in a
special MP/MLA court
here in connection with
a case of violating pro-
hibitory orders and in-
citing communal ten-
sion during the 2013
Muzaffarnagar riots.

Judge Mayank
Jaiswal fixed October 10
as the next date of hear-
ing as all accused were
not present in the court.
The judge also issued
non-bailable warrants
against four accused, in-
cluding Achary
N a r s i n g h a n a n d
Saraswati alias Deepak
Tyagi, priest of Dasna
(Gaziabad) temple, for

failing to appear in
court. The court direct-
ed the police to produce
him and three other ac-
cused - Ravinder, Mintu
and Shivkumar - on
October 10. According to
prosecution officer
Niraj Singh, 21 accused
including Union minis-
ter Balyan, UP minister
Kapil Dev Agarwal and
VHP leader Sadhvi
Prachi, are facing trial
for allegedly violating
prohibitory orders and
inciting communal vio-
lence. It is alleged that
they had taken part in a
panchayat meeting in
Nagla Mador village
where they violated pro-
hibitory orders and in-
cited violence through
their speeches on
August 30, 2013.

Seven assembly bypolls
in six states on Nov 3: EC

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI): 

Bypolls to seven va-
cant assembly seats
spread across six states
will be held on
November 3, the
Election Commission
announced on Monday.

Bypolls will be held
on two seats -- Mokama
and Gopalganj -- of
Bihar , Andheri (East)
of Maharashtra,
Adampur of Haryana,
Munugode of
Telangana, Gola
Gorakhnath of Uttar
Pradesh, and
Dhamnagar of Odisha,
it said.

The counting of
votes will take place on

November 6, the poll
panel said in a state-
ment. The notification
for the bypolls will be
issued on October 7.

The Andheri (East),
Gola Gorakhnath,
Gopalganj and
Dhamnagar seats fell
vacant following the
demise of their respec-
tive MLAs. The
Mokama seat fell va-
cant after the sitting
MLA was disqualified
upon conviction in a
case.

The Adampur as-
sembly byelection was
necessitated following
the resignation of
Kuldeep Bishnoi as a
Congress MLA.

Delhi HC seeks assistance
from Kiran Bedi 

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has sought assistance
from retired IPS officer
Kiran Bedi on a matter
concerning the welfare of
women living in an
ashram founded by self-
styled spiritual preacher
Virender Dev Dixit.

The court, which had
earlier constituted a com-
mittee under her supervi-
sion to monitor the func-
tioning of the ashram --
Adhyatmik Vidhyalaya,
Rohini -- directed that the
former Lieutenant
Governor of Puducherry
be informed about the
listing of the matter on
October 7.

In an order passed re-
cently, a bench of Chief
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice

Subramonium Prasad
said, "Ms. Kiran Bedi is
requested to assist this
Court in the matter on the
next date of hearing."

"Learned Counsel ap-
pearing for the Delhi
Commission for Women
undertakes to inform Ms.
Kiran Bedi about the list-
ing of the present case on
October 7, 2022. The
Registrar General shall
also inform Ms. Kiran
Bedi about listing of the
matter on October 7,
2022," noted the court.

In 2017, an NGO
Foundation for Social
Empowerment, repre-
sented by lawyer Sravan
Kumar, had moved the
high court alleging that
several minors and
women were allegedly
being illegally confined at
the "spiritual university"

and were not allowed to
meet their parents.

The high court had
then asked the CBI to
trace the founder of the
ashram Dixit and direct-
ed the agency to probe the
alleged illegal confine-
ment of girls and women
in the ashram where it
was claimed they were
kept in "animal-like" con-
ditions behind metal
doors in a "fortress" sur-
rounded by barbed wire.

It had also immediately
set up a committee, com-
prising lawyers and Delhi
Commission for Women
chief Swati Maliwal, to
inspect the premises of
the institute.

The committee, com-
prising lawyers Ajay
Verma and Nandita Rao,
had then given a report
detailing the "horrible"

living conditions of the
over 100 girls and women
who were housed in "ani-
mal-like conditions with
no privacy even for
bathing."

Earlier this year, the
court had asked the
ashram to show cause as
to why it should not be
taken over by the Delhi
government and said it
was difficult to accept
that the inmates were liv-
ing there of their 
free will.

It had also said that
while it cannot force the
women living in the
ashram under "shock-
ing" conditions to live
with their parents, no in-
stitution has the licence
to conduct its affairs in a
manner that violates fun-
damental rights of the
inmates.
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ED initiates money 
laundering probe

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI): 

The ED has initiated a
probe against a Chinese
"controlled" mobile app
that allegedly duped a num-
ber of youngsters in lieu of
providing them part-time
jobs that included "liking"
and uploading celebrity
videos on social media plat-
forms. The federal agency
said on Monday it has raid-
ed at least 12 entities in
Bengaluru that are linked
to the app -- 'Keepsharer' --
following which it seized
funds worth Rs 5.85 crore.

The probe found that
"gullible public, mostly
youth, were cheated by
some Chinese persons
through a mobile app
namely Keepsharer which
promised them to give part-
time job and collected

money from them", the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) said in a statement.
The Chinese formed com-
panies here and recruited
several Indians as direc-
tors, translators (Mandarin
to English and vice-versa),
HR managers and tele-
callers, the ED said. "They
obtained the documents of
Indians and opened bank
accounts. The accused
Chinese persons developed
the app and started its ad-
vertisement through
WhatsApp and Telegram.
"This app was linked with
an investment app and for
registration on the former,
they collected money from
the youth," the ED said.
The accused also collected
money from people in the
name of investment
through this app, while the

youth were given the task
of liking the videos of
celebrities and uploading
them on social media.

"When the task was com-
pleted, they used to pay Rs
20 per video which was
credited in the Keepsharer
wallet. For some time, the
money got credited, but
later the app was removed
from the play store. Thus,
the public was cheated of
their investment and the
remuneration to be paid
which ran into crores of ru-
pees," the agency claimed.
The agency said the money
collected through this
"scam" was routed from the
bank accounts of some
Bengaluru-based compa-
nies and then converted
into crypto currency and
transferred to China-based
crypto exchanges.

An artisan prepares an effigy of demon king
Ravana ahead of the Dussehra festival, in
Nagpur, Monday.

DUSSEHRA FESTIVAL

Against Chinese app that ‘cheated’ job seekers

PFI raids: Court
extends ATS custody

of five accused
Mumbai, Oct 03 (PTI): A
court here on Monday ex-
tended till October 8 the
ATS custody of five al-
leged members of the
Popular Front of India
(PFI) who were arrested
during multi-agency
raids conducted in
Maharashtra.

The five accused were
among 20 people appre-
hended in the state by the
Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS)
in multi-agency raids
across the country spear-
headed by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on September 22.

The ATS produced the
accused before the court
of additional sessions
judge A M Patil on
Monday on the expiry of
their previous remand,
and sought their custody
for eight more days.
However, after hearing
the arguments of both
sides, the court extended
their remand by 
five days.


