
Bureaucratic rejig
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Mukesh
Kumar Bansal from
Chhattisgarh cadre has
been appointed  as the
joint secretary in
Department of Financial
Services as joint secre-
tary as part of a senior
level bureaucratic reshuf-
fle effected on Sunday by
the Centre., Department
of Food & Public
Distribution whereas
Rajat Kumar has been
named joint secretary,
Department of Personnel
& Training.

Terrorist killed 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A Lashkar-e-
Taiba terrorist was killed
in an encounter with
security forces in Shopian
district of Jammu and
Kashmir on Sunday,
police said. The terrorist
was identified as Naseer
Ahmad Bhat of the
Nowpora area of Shopian,
they said. Security forces
launched a cordon and
search operation in the
Baskuchan area of the
south Kashmir district
after receiving specific
input about the presence
of terrorists there, a
police official said. He
said as the forces were
conducting searches in
the area, the terrorists
fired at them.

Twin blasts
JJaammmmuu:: At least two per-
sons were arrested in
connection with the
recent twin blasts in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Udhampur district, offi-
cials said on Sunday. The
blasts inside two parked
buses within a span of
eight hours on September
28 and 29 took place at a
time when security forces
have been put on high
alert across the union ter-
ritory in view of the
scheduled two-day visit
of the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah,
beginning October 4.

Man charred 
SSiittaappuurr  ((UUPP)):: A man was
charred to death and five
other people were injured
as a tanker carrying
ethanol caught fire after
a head-on collision with a
tractor-trolley here,
police said on Sunday.
The incident took place
near Muratpur village on
the Biswan-Reusa road
under the Rausa police
station area on Saturday
night, they said.

Youths arrested
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three men
were arrested for
allegedly stabbing to
death a 21-year-old youth
in northeast Delhi's
Sunder Nagri area, police
said on Sunday. The
accused have been identi-
fied as Aalam, Bilal, and
Faizan, all of them resi-
dents of Sunder Nagri. All
three have been booked
for murder, they said.
Police said the three
killed the victim due to an
old rivalry.
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'Dhakis' (drummers) perform 'Kola
Bou' ritual on the Mahasaptami of
the Durga Puja festival, in Birbhum

district, Sunday.
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Malang, Oct 02 (AP) 

Panic and a chaotic run
for exits after police fired
tear gas at an Indonesian
soccer match to drive away
rampaging fans left at least
125 dead, most of whom
were trampled upon or suf-
focated, making it one of
the deadliest sports events
in the world.

Attention immediately
focused on the police use of
tear gas, which is banned at
soccer stadiums by FIFA.
The president of the world
soccer body called the
deaths at the stadium "a
dark day for all involved in
football and a tragedy be-
yond comprehension,"
while President Joko
Widodo ordered an investi-
gation of security proce-
dures. Violence broke out
after the game ended
Saturday evening with host

Arema FC of East Java's
Malang city losing to
Persebaya of Surabaya 3-2.

Disappointed with their
team's loss, thousands of
supporters of Arema,
known as "Aremania," re-
acted by throwing bottles

and other objects at players
and soccer officials.

Witnesses said fans flood-
ed the Kanjuruhan
Stadium pitch and demand-
ed that Arema management
explain why, after 23 years
of undefeated home match-

es against rival Persebaya,
this one ended in a loss.

The violence spread out-
side the stadium where at
least five police vehicles
were toppled and set ablaze.
Riot police responded by fir-
ing tear gas, including to-
ward the stadium's stands,
causing panic among the
crowd. Some suffocated and
others were trampled as
hundreds of people ran to
the exit to avoid the tear
gas. In the chaos, 34 died at
the stadium, including two
officers, and some reports
include children among the
casualties.

"We have already done a
preventive action before fi-
nally firing the tear gas as
(fans) began to attack the
police, acting anarchically
and burning vehicles," East
Java police chief Nico
Afinta said in a news con-
ference early Sunday.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI) 

Nominee for the
Congress president post
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Sunday said he told fellow
contender Shashi Tharoor
that it would be better to
have a consensus candi-
date, but the Lok Sabha
MP insisted on a contest
for the "sake of democra-
cy".

Kharge said if he be-
comes the party chief, he
will consult the Gandhi
family and other senior
leaders and implement the
good things suggested by
them, even as he rejected
claims that he was the "of-
ficial candidate" backed by
the Gandhis.

Launching his Congress
presidential poll campaign
with a press conference at
his residence here, 80-year-
old Kharge said there is no

G-23 camp now and all
those leaders want to fight
unitedly against the RSS-
BJP and therefore are sup-
porting him.

Kharge said all senior

leaders and youth leaders
urged him to contest the
polls as no member of the
Gandhi family -- Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra -- wanted to become
the party chief.

"All my colleagues told
me to fight the party presi-
dent poll and on their call-
ing and encouragement, I
got inspiration as they ex-
tended their coopera-
tion...because Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
and Priyanka Gandhi do
not want to become presi-
dent," he said.

Kharge asserted that he
had not entered the poll
fray to oppose anyone but
to strengthen the Congress
through his views and to
take forward the party ide-
ology.

He said that in line with
'one person, one post' prin-
ciple of the party, he re-
signed as Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
on the day he filed the
nomination.

Asked about Tharoor's

remarks that Kharge is a
candidate of continuity
and status quo, the Rajya
Sabha MP said, "He
(Tharoor) may have his
views...The status quo and
reforms he talks of will be
decided by the 9,300-odd
delegates, after that a com-
mittee will be formed
(Congress Working
Committee). The commit-
tee as a whole will decide
all policy matters that will
be formulated by consen-
sus and we will implement
that."

"It will not be done by
one person. For me the key
word is 'Hum (We)' instead
of 'main (Me). We will de-
cide together and wherev-
er there are shortcomings,
we will take action," he
said..

Kharge said senior lead-
ers urged him to contest in
view of the pressing is-

Gurugram/Lucknow, Oct 02 (PTI):

Former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister and
Samajwadi Party patron
Mulayam Singh Yadav
has been shifted to the
ICU of Medanta
Hospital in Gurugram
on Sunday after his
health deteriorated, the
party said.

Family members are
reaching Gurugram to
check up on his health.
While his brother
Shivpal Singh Yadav is
already there,
Samajwadi Party presi-
dent and Mulayam's son
Akhilesh Yadav has left
Lucknow for Delhi, SP
state unit spokesperson
Rajendra Chaudhary
said. According to the
hospital sources, the 82-
year-old leader is being

treated under the super-
vision of oncologists Dr
Nitin Sood and Dr Sushil
Kataria. He is under
treatment in the hospital
since August 22.

The SP leader was ad-
mitted in the hospital in
July also.

In a tweet in Hindi,
Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
said,"We all are con-
cerned about the deterio-
rating health condition
of Mulayam Singh
Yadav and are praying
for his health." 

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) will induct on
Monday the first batch of
indigenously-developed
Light Combat Helicopter
(LCH), in a boost to its
combat prowess as the
multi-role platform is ca-
pable of firing a range of
missiles and other
weapons.

The LCH, developed by
state-run aerospace major
Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd (HAL), has been pri-
marily designed for de-
ployment in high-altitude
regions. It will be inducted
into the IAF inventory at a
ceremony in Jodhpur in
presence of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
and Chief of Air Staff Air
Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari, officials said

on Sunday. The 5.8-tonne
twin-engine helicopter has
already completed various
weapons firing tests, they
said. In March, the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-
led Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) approved
the procurement of 15 in-
digenously developed
Limited Series Production
(LSP) LCH at a cost of Rs
3,887 crore.

The defence ministry
had said 10 helicopters
would be for the IAF and
five will be for the Indian
Army. The LCH has simi-
larities with Advanced
Light Helicopter Dhruv. It
has a number of stealth
features, armoured-protec-
tion systems, night attack
capability and crash-wor-
thy landing gear for better
survivability, officials
said.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Congress president
Sonia Gandhi will partici-
pate in the Bharat Jodo
Yatra on October 6 in
Karnataka, sources said on
Sunday.

The Yatra will pass
through Karnataka for 21
days covering 511 km in the
state. It began on
September 7 from
Kanyakumari and entered
Karnataka on Friday after
passing through Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. Sonia
Gandhi will walk with the
participants on October 6
during the Karnataka leg of
the Yatra, a party source

said. This would be the first
time that Sonia Gandhi will
participate in the Yatra
which began when she was
abroad for a medical check-
up. Rahul Gandhi has been

walking continuously in
the Yatra and reached
Gundlupet in Karnataka
on September 30 from
Gudalur in neighbouring
Tamil Nadu.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Organs of a senior
Delhi AIIMS official's sis-
ter who was declared
brain dead a few days ago
were donated, giving a
fresh lease of life to four
people and vision to two.

Snehlata Choudhary,
sister of Rabindra
Agarwal, an IAS officer
posted as the additional
director of administration
at AIIMS here, had sus-
tained a severe head in-
jury during her morning
walk last month.

The 63-year-old was ini-
tially operated for head in-
jury in Jharkhand's
Jamshedpur and then air-
lifted to AIIMS Trauma

Centre for further treat-
ment, a senior doctor said.

Choudhary was health
conscious and used to go
for morning walks regu-
larly for the last 25 years.
"Despite best efforts, her
condition did not improve
and was declared brain
dead on September 30,"
the doctor said.

She was a home maker
and a social worker. "She
was a strong supporter of
the eye donation cam-
paign and supported the
cause of organ donation
throughout her life. She
had also qualified for
Kaun Banega Crorepati,"
the doctor added.

Choudhary's heart, a
kidney and corneas were

donated to patients at
AIIMS, while her liver
will be utilised in the
Army RR Hospital. Her
second kidney was given
to a patient at Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital,
according to the arrange-
ment by National Organ
and Tissue Transplant
Organisation. The foren-
sic medicine team con-
ducted virtual autopsy -
computed tomography
and also carried out post-
mortem during organ re-
trieval, the doctor said.

Donation of organs by a
bureaucrat's family mem-
ber comes at a time when
the government is trying
to create awareness
around the issue.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Social media shy CBI has
made a maiden appearance on
Twitter and Instagram ahead
of the upcoming Interpol
General Assembly in which
195 countries are likely to par-
ticipate, officials said on
Sunday.
The agency created its
accounts on both platforms
with user ID CBI_CIO for the
three-day-long 90th General
Assembly starting October 18,
they said.
Unlike its peers, the
Enforcement Directorate and
the National Investigation
Agency, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had kept
social media at an arm's

length, sticking to the age-old
practice of issuing press
releases.
The General Assembly will
focus on cyber crime, financial
crimes and Child Sexual Abuse
Material peddled on the inter-
net among other issues, offi-
cials said.
Having already organised a
General Assembly in 1997,
India was given an out-of-turn
chance to organise the event
through a vote on the eve of
the 75th anniversary of its
independence.
Home Minister Amit Shah had
made a proposal in this regard
to Interpol Secretary General
Jurgen Stock, who called on
the minister during his visit to
India.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

The much-delayed admission
season has finally taken off with
major central universities in Delhi
having opened up the process to
admit students into various
undergraduate (UG) courses.
This year, the admission process
has changed in the universities
as they have adopted Common
University Entrance Test (CUET)
for admissions to UG courses.
While the Delhi University earlier
admitted students based on 12th
class marks, Jamia Millia Islamia
and Jawaharlal Nehru University
used to have separate entrance
tests for admissions to UG cours-
es. Relinquishing the old prac-
tices of admitting students, the
universities have partially or

wholly adopted the CUET from
the academic session 2022-23.
Take a look at how admission
process is panning out in these
universities. In Delhi University,
admissions are being done in 79
UG programmes across 67 col-
leges, departments and centres
of the varsity.
The university launched an online
platform for seeking admission
through Common Seat Allocation
System (CSAS)-2022 earlier this
month. The admission process,
which began on September 12, is
being conducted in three phases:
First phase is to apply to the uni-
versity, second phase is prefer-
ence filling and third phase is
seat allotment-cum-admission.
Currently, the second and third
phases are underway.

Mumbai, Oct 02 (PTI): 

A case was registered
after an unidentified person
sent an email to the Mumbai
International Airport
Limited (MIAL) threatening
to blow up a flight of IndiGo
airline, a Mumbai police of-
ficial said on Sunday. The
email threat, which was re-
ceived on Saturday night,
turned out to be a hoax after
nothing suspicious was
found post a thorough check
of the aircraft, the Sahar po-
lice station official said.

The email had a sentence
that read "I will blow up
flight 6E 6045", he said,
adding that an FIR has been
registered under Indian
Penal Code section 506B (is-
suing death threat) and
other offences. IndiGo, in a
statement, said "due to a spe-
cific bomb threat, IndiGo
flight from Mumbai to
Ahmedabad was impacted
on October 1, 2022."

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

The Enforcement Directorate
has summoned Karnataka
Congress President D K
Shivakumar for questioning in
its ongoing money laundering
probe into the operations of the
Congress party-owned National
Herald newspaper, official
sources said.
He has been asked to depose
before the federal investigative
agency on October 7 in Delhi,
they said. The 60-year-old for-
mer cabinet minister was last
questioned by the federal
agency on September 19 in the
national capital in another
money laundering case linked
to alleged possession of dispro-
portionate assets.

Told Tharoor better to have consensus 
candidate, but he wanted contest: Kharge

Congress party presidential candidate Mallikarjun Kharge with
party leader Gourav Vallabh during a press conference in New
Delhi, Sunday.

Former UP CM
Mulayam’s health

deteriorates

125 die as tear gas triggers crush
at Indonesia soccer match

A women breaks down after receiving confirmation that her family
member is among those killed in a soccer riots, at a hospital in
Malang, East Java, Indonesia.

IAF to formally induct 
indigenously-built Light

Combat Helicopter on Monday

Email threat to blow
up IndiGo flight turns

out to be hoax

Sonia to participate in Bharat
Jodo Yatra on Oct 6 in Karnataka

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with young supporters during the
'Bharat Jodo Yatra', in Mysuru district, Sunday.

National Herald

ED again summons

Shivakumar

DUSSEHRA FESTIVAL

Artisans prepare an effigy of demon King Ravana ahead of the Dussehra festival, at
Jawaharlal Nehru stadium in Guwahati, Sunday.

CBI makes social media
debut ahead of Interpol

General Assembly

After CUET, how major
central universities change

UG admission process

Organs of Delhi AIIMS official’s
sister give life to four

World Heart Day celebrations at Rungta
College of Dental Sciences & Research

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0022:: "WORLD HEART DAY"
is a global event celebrated world
widely on September 29 each year.
On this occasion, Rungta College of
Dental Sciences and Research,
under the aegis of Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions in association
with the Indian Society of
Periodontology, organised an exclu-
sive programme. 

Cardiovascular disease is one of
the most common causes of death
globally, this day is commemorated
for increasing awareness among the
population about the importance of
a healthy heart. A general health
check-up was conducted in the
Department of Periodontology in
which patients' Blood pressure,
Pulse rate and Temperature were
measured and later toothpaste sam-
ples were distributed for maintain-
ing Dental Hygiene. 

Around 100 patients participated
actively in this programme. Patients
were educated about the link be-
tween oral health and cardiovascu-
lar diseases and were made aware
of maintaining good oral hygiene for
preventing cardiac diseases. Also, a
speech competition was conducted
among the college students in
which Kanu Pandey, Aastha and
Vatsala Singh were rewarded 1st,
2nd and 3rd position respectively.

The event was convened by Dr
Karthik Krishna M, Dean, Professor
and HOD, Department of
Periodontology and organised by Dr
Sonika Bodhi, Reader and Dr
Pushpendra Singh, Senior Lecturer.
Chairman Sanjay Rungta, and
Director Saket Rungta, Sanjay
Rungta Group of Institutions, appre-
ciated and congratulated the staff
and students for the successful con-
duction of the programme.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 02: On the oc-
casion of International
Day of Older Persons, the
Senior Citizen Award
Ceremony was organized
at Khalsa Public School,
Malviya Nagar Chowk,
Durg. About 537 senior cit-
izens of various organiza-
tions participated in this
district level program.

The program was
presided over by Arun
Vora, MLA Durg City and
President, Chhattisgarh
State Warehousing
Corporation. Special
Guests were Vijay Baghel,
MP, Durg Lok Sabha con-
stituency; Rajesh Yadav,
Speaker, Municipal
Corporation Durg;

Devendra Deshmukh,
President, Janpad
Panchayat Durg; Ratna
Narmdev, Aldermen,
Municipal Corporation
Durg; and Jhamit
Gaikwad, Vice President,
Janpad Panchayat Durg.
Secretary of District
Legal Services Authority
and representatives of

Durg District Hospital,
District Treasurer,
District Ayurveda Officer,
Bharti College and
Hospital Durg were pres-
ent in this programme.

At the outset, sports
events were organized
which were inaugurated
by MLA Arun Vora.
Musical chairs, throw

ball, fast pace, and other
competitions were organ-
ised. Doctors from
District Hospital Durg
and Ayurveda Hospital
and Bharti Hospital con-
ducted health check-ups
of the senior citizens. The
doctors discussed the diet
chart and other issues.
Cultural programs were

organized by the senior
citizens. They exhibited
excellence in their respec-
tive fields.

Kamlesh Kumar Patel,
Deputy Director, Social
Welfare Department,
Durg delivered the wel-
come address while
Jantaram Thakur pro-
posed the vote of thanks.
Lead artist Anjali
Bhagat, Social Welfare
Department Durg gave
away the mementos.
Vinay Tiwari, Arun
Kumar Verma, Premlal
Yadav and Radhika Sahu
of the Social Welfare
Department, were felici-
tated with gifts for their
remarkable efforts in
making the event suc-
cessful.

Durg district honoured on
Swachh Bharat Diwas

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0022:: Durg district was re-
warded for securing second rank in
the East Zone in the cleanliness sur-
vey. Elected representatives and ad-
ministrative officials received the
honours during a program organ-
ized at Vigyan Bhawan on the occa-
sion of Swachh Bharat Diwas. 

District Panchayat President
Shalini Yadav, Vice President Ashok
Sahu and District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan received the hon-
our. It needs to be mentioned here
that a special campaign was
launched in Durg district regarding
cleanliness in rural areas. Special
arrangements for drainage were

made. Door-to-door dry waste, wet
waste was collected and segregated
through swachhata didis and
arrangements were made to make
compost from the wastes. 

Villagers were specially motivat-
ed to make soak pits. Along with this,
special work was done for disposal of
plastic wastes. To prevent generation
of plastic wastes and for the conven-
ience of villagers, Utensil Banks were
started. This initiative helped to stop
plastic waste. Swachhata Didis made
a special contribution in this direc-
tion. They visited door to door and
made people aware about cleanli-
ness. The results are visible now as
Durg district achieved second rank in
the East Zone.

BSP successfully conducts
massive vaccination drive 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 02: As per the
guideline from
Government of India, all
eligible beneficiaries dur-
ing the Covid  vaccination
Amrit Mahotsav (from
July 15, 2022 to September
30, 2022) should be vacci-
nated with precautionary
or Booster dose. In this re-
gard, following the direc-
tives of Ministry of Steel,
and BSP top administra-
tion, special vaccination
camps are planned to be

conducted to increase the
vaccination drive.

Following which
JLNHRC, under the able
guidance of CMO I/c Dr M
Ravindranath, and CMO
Dr Pramod Binayake with
co-ordination by I/c Covid
Vaccination & HOD
Paediatrics  Dr Sambita
Panda under supervision
of Chief consultant paedi-
atrics Dr Kaushik
Kishore, conducted special
vaccination drives in dif-
ferent locations of plants
like in Nandini Mines

Hospital, CISF Health
Centre sector-3 and inside
the Plant in MMP 1, where
more than 348 beneficiar-
ies were immunized with
Precautionary dose of
Covid vaccine.

Total vaccination as on
September 29 is  112791,
which includes BSP em-
ployees, their dependants,
Ex-employees, contractual
workers, Health Care
Workers, Front line work-
ers and others, since it
was started long back on
January 25, 2021. Till now,
Total Covishield doses
vaccinated- 96488,
Covaxine - 13369 and
Corbevax- 2934. In fact this
is a massive National
Programme conducted
successfully by BSP.

It is worth mentioning
that with the tireless effort
of Covid vaccination
team, including vaccina-
tors Reena Janghel, Lovely
Shibu, Chintamani Sahu
and Cristina Das along
with logistic support of
verifiers, data operators,
support staff and help
from M&HS Department
of JLNHRC has made this
drive successful.

BTTTA to provide assistance
for marriage of daughters

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 02: Bhilai
Truck Trailer Transport
Association (BTTTA) has
come forward for a noble
cause. On the death an-
niversary of its founder
member, president and
patron, Seth Beera Singh,
Bhilai Truck Trailer
Transport Association
will launch a scheme to
provide financial assis-
tance of Rs 25000 (cash or
household items) for the
marriage of girls.

Inderjit Singh Chhotu,
President of BSP Truck
Trailer Transport
Association, said that a

contribution of
Rs 25000 will be
made for the
marriage of
the daughters
of the union's
d r i v e r s ,
helpers, me-
chanics, super-
visors and
lifters. This ini-
tiative will be
launched on
the occasion of
the death an-
niversary of Late Seth
Beera Singh on October
03.

At the time of the
daughter's marriage, the
amount will be handed

over to her or
the family
members. If
the members
want, they can
also buy house-
hold items or
can get it in
cash from the
association.
All options will
be open to
them.

Apart from
this, free

health checkup of the
drivers, operators and su-
pervisors will also be con-
ducted every month. The
Association has always
supported its members

whenever needed.
Inderjit Singh said that

they will make all possi-
ble efforts for the better-
ment of the members and
the people associated with
them. It needs to be men-
tioned here that the
Heavy Transport
Company has been deliv-
ering its social responsi-
bilities in every field for
the last several years.

Heavy Transport
Company has achieved a
significant position in
Chhattisgarh. The Heavy
Transport Company has
helped and extended sup-
port to thousands of peo-
ple in every possible way.

CM virtually interacts with villagers of Hasda
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 02: Moving for-
ward in the direction of re-
alizing the dream of the
Father of the Nation -
Mahatma Gandhi, founda-
tion stone was laid for the
establishment of Mahatma
Gandhi Rural Industries
Park (RIPA) at selected
Gauthan in the district.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel laid the foundation
stone of RIPA in various
Gauthans of the state
through video conferencing
from the capital Raipur
with the aim of creating ad-
ditional income through
livelihood for rural poor
families.

On this occasion, events
were organized in district
headquarters, block head-
quarters and village Hasda
and other villages of Durg
District. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre and Collector

Pushpendra Kumar Meena
also joined the programme
from Collectorate. The pub-
lic representatives and ben-
eficiaries expressed grati-
tude towards the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and said that on the birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, Rural Industrial
Parks i.e. RIPA is being
started in the district. The
Divisional Commissioner
said that if the society
wants to continue on the
path of progress, it has to
start again from the vil-
lages. One will have to go to

the village to realize the
dream of Gram Swarajya.
The RIPA program will give
strength to the thoughts of
Mahatma Gandhi. To make
a plan successful, it is nec-
essary to implement it
properly. The Collector said
that they will make an effec-
tive system for RIPA to con-
tinuously monitor the activ-
ities and receive feedback
also. These Rural Industrial
Parks have Poha Processing
Unit, Snacks / chips
Packaging Unit, Flour Mill,
Minor Forest Produce
Collection and Processing

Unit, Button Mushroom
Production and Processing
Unit, Handloom Sewing
and Fashion Designing
Unit, Fly Ash Bricks and
Paver Block Unit, Bora
(Vermi Bag Making
Machine), Satellite
Hatchery, Cattle Feed
Manufacturing Unit, Papad
Bijori Pickle and Spices
Manufacturing Unit, Maize
Processing Unit, Tamarind
Processing Unit, soap, de-
tergent and phenol manu-
facturing, layer farming,
pulse mill and spice unit
will be set up. Under the

Suraji Gaon Yojana of
Chhattisgarh, it has been
conceptualized to make the
villages self-supporting and
self-reliant by strengthen-
ing the rural economy
through rural industry and
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p .
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park (RIPA) i.e.
Rural Livelihood Park
scheme is being started to
develop Gauthans as liveli-
hood centers. Under the
scheme, keeping Gauthans
at the center point, rural
production and service cen-
ters will be developed to

meet local, government and
other needs.

The basic objective of the
RIPA scheme is to create a
means of additional in-
come through livelihood ac-
tivities for the rural poor
families. After planning the
activities for each RIPA,
work will be done on the
basis of a separate business
plan for each enterprise by
preparing Integrated Detail
Project Report (DPR) and
blueprint for public facili-
ties in RIPA.

Based on the local re-
quirement and market po-
tential, various enterprises
will be set up in Gauthans
as per the prescribed time-
table. In Rural Livelihood
Park (RIPA), basic infra-
structure like internal
roads, electricity, water and
drainage system, work
shed, storage system, train-
ing, toilets, marketing sup-
port, technical guidance etc
will be provided.
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Conveyor gallery
collapses in BSP

Bhilai, Oct 02: On
Saturday, a major portion
of the conveyor gallery of
Ore Handling Plant col-
lapsed in Bhilai Steel
Plant. It was a narrow es-
cape for some employees
as they had just left the
Operator's Room located
beneath the conveyor
gallery.

Conveyor Gallery
Numbers RM-1 and RM -2
were damaged in this inci-
dent after which supply of
raw material to Sintering
Plant 2 was badly affected.
However, alternate
arrangements have been
made to supply the raw
materials to Sintering
Plant 2 with the help of
trucks. Some gas pipelines
were also damaged in this
incident.

The trade unions alleged
that the gallery collapsed
due to the lack of mainte-
nance. The union leaders
asserted that the moving
parts and structures are
wearing out due to lack of
maintenance and cleanli-
ness.

BSP Public Relations
Department informed that
the repair works have been
launched and the conveyor
gallery would become op-
erational very soon.

Elderly people honoured on International Day of Older Persons
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IIM Raipur hosts the inaugural
event of Gyan Varsha series 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0022:: On the occa-
sion of Gandhi Jayanti, IIM
Raipur hosted the inaugural
event of their monthly intellec-
tual talk series “Gyan Varsha
presenting ??: Rockstars of
India” dedicated towards mak-
ing India better. This series
aims to bring together acade-
mia and industry through pur-
pose-driven speakers in an
informal, intellectual and
social environment. The event
was graced by Dr. M. R.
Madhavan, Co-founder, and
President of PRS Legislative
Research, Mrs. Meeta
Rajivlochan, Member
Secretary, National
Commission for Women,
Government of India., and
Prof. M. Rajivlochan,
Department of History, Punjab
University. They shared valu-

able insights on the topic for
the event, “The past and the
future: 75 years of learning,
and the path ahead.”

The event was addressed by
Prof. Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM Raipur, in which
he set the premise for the
topic. Meeta Rajivlochan initi-
ated the discussion by high-
lighting the subjectivity in the
definition of what would make
India great. She further talked
about how institutional mecha-
nisms can generate trust in the
digital age and the use of IT
tools to improve efficiency and
build businesses; especially
MSMEs. Prof. M. Rajivlochan
explained how Indian society
has always had women in
prominent roles. Later, when
talking about Indian history, he
gave the advice to keep an eye

on the challenges it faced and
draw lessons from them.

Dr. Madhavan described
India as an exceptional democ-
racy, breaking the European
mould of “One language, One
ethnicity, One nation”. He
explained the current situation
and challenges faced by our
Parliamentary houses, provid-
ed some suggestions on how
this situation could be
improved and how the PRS ini-
tiative is trying to help in the
improvement of the
Parliamentary system.

The session ended with an
insightful question and answer
session. The next event of the
series is scheduled to be held
on 2nd November 2022, which
will touch upon the role of
technology and innovation in
the Healthcare industry.

Grand Garba Eve’ celebration at NIT Raipur

Raipur, Oct 02: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organised ‘The
Grand Garba Eve 2022’ on
Navratri on 30th
September 2022 in front of
the Shaheed Lt. Arvind
Shankar Dixit Memorial
Garden. The event was
conducted by Nrityam, the
official dance club of NIT
Raipur, under the guidance
of Dr. Moksha Singh,
Professor In-Charge,
Nrityam.

The event began at 6:00
PM with the welcoming of
esteemed guests i.e., Dr.
Suraj Kumar Mukti, Dr.
Mridu Sahu, Dr. Kafeel

Ahmed Siddique, and Dr.
Harinder Bikrol. Prayers
were offered to Goddess
Durga and after which the
students of Nrityam gave a
heart-warming perform-
ance.

Post this, the
Matrishakti Group of NIT
Raipur added charm to the
event with their dance per-
formace. The dancers in-
cluded: Mrs. Punam
Raguwanshi, Mrs. Rashmi
Diwan, Mrs. Pranita
Sonkar, Mrs. Shilpa
Chopkar, Mrs. Mona
Bikrol, Mrs. Sunita, Mrs.
Pooja Mishra, and Mrs.
Sulakshna Mukti.

After their performance,
the event was open to all.
During this time, enthusi-
astic participation of stu-
dents, faculty, staff and
their families was wit-
nessed. The event ended
with the distribution of
prizes to the winners for
their exceptional perform-
ances. The Most Energetic
award was given to Shivani
Shikha, Best Dressed
Female award was bagged
by Varshan Sahu, and Best
Dressed Male award was
given to Prince Kumar. The
event was enjoyed by all
those who participated and
was a grand success.

Tributes to Mahatma Gandhi,
Shastri at State Assembly

Raipur, Oct 02: Rich trib-
utes were paid to Father of
Nation Mahatma Gandhi
and former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur
Shastri on their birth an-
niversary today at
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly. Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant gar-
landed portraits of
Mahatma Gandhi and for-
mer Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri at a pro-
gramme organised in
front of the statue of

Mahatma Gandhi in as-
sembly premises.
Assembly secretary
Dinesh Sharma and senior
officers and staff too paid
floral tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi and Shastri.
Anurag Singh, Kundan
Chouhan, Laxmikant Sen,
Rajesh Chouhan,
Ramkumar Yadav and com-
pany recited Gandhiji’s fa-
mous Bhajans “Vaishnav
Jan To Tene Kahiye....” and
“Raghupati Raghav Raja
Ram......”.

Gandhiji’s philosophy needed even today: Tiwari

Raipur, Oct 02:
Chhattisgarh Khadi
Gramodyog Board (CGB)
Chairman Rajendra
Tiwari has said that
Gandhiji’s philosophy was
needed today as much as it
was before independence.
Today every Indian is
proud to see the statue of
Gandhi ji in front of the
British Parliament and
the world knows India as
the country of Gandhi and
Goutam, Tiwari said at a
programme organised on
the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti today. Tiwari
joined the programme vir-

tually.
Speaking as chief guest

renowned litterateur
Girish Pankaj said that his
childhood was spent sell-
ing Khadi clothes and he
resolved to wear Khadi for
life. Today in the 21st cen-
tury, women are also wear-
ing Khadi clothes, which
shows that the people of
India are following the
path shown by the
Gandhiji, he said.

Stressing the need for
promoting Gandhiji’s ide-
ology and principles
Chhattisgarh Khadi
Gramodyog Board
Managing Director Rekha
Shukla said that students
should associate them-
selves with Gandhiji. For
this the youth should take
Gandhiji’s legacy for-
ward, she said and added
that youth should keep

themselves connected
with India in the same
way as Gandhiji connect-
ed entire India.

Noted Gandhian
Brajkishore Prasad said
that the relevance of
Gandhiji is visible in the
lives of the students. The
way every Gandhiji
changed his personality
with the passage of time,
in the same way every stu-
dent should mould his
personality in the interest
of the country, he empha-
sised.

Kalpana Choudhary,
daughter of freedom
fighter, present in the pro-
gramme said that Gandhi
had a revolutionary idea
to connect women and
children in the salt
march. The two-day essay,
quiz and improvised
speech competition or-

ganized at Khadi and
Gramodyog Board,
Gandhi Bhawan, Keyur
Bhushan Memorial
Complex, Kankalipara
concluded on the occasion
of Gandhi Jayanti. Such
competitions are being or-
ganized by the Khadi and
Gramodyog Board to pro-
mote ideology and princi-
ples of Gandhiji and to de-
liver Khadi from door to
door.

This time the competi-
tion was based on the en-
tire philosophy of life of
the Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi. The
winners were awarded by
the chief guest Girish
Pankaj, Brajkishore
Prasad and Kalpana
Choudhary.

The chief guests pres-
ent on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti distrib-
uted prizes to the winners

of essay, quiz and impro-
vised speech competition.
In the essay competition,
Neelam Sahu got first,
Kanchan Adil got second
and Stuti Sharma got
third place. Thanendra
Bahadur Singh secured
first position, Diksha
Mishra second and Toshi
Yadav third in the quiz
competition. Similarly, in
the improvised speech,
Rashmi Verma got first,
Sandhya Arjunwar got
second and Suraj Prakash
got third place.

Member of
Chhattisgarh Khadi and
Gramodyog Board
Koushal Chandrakar,
Director of Culture and
Archeology Department,
Rahul Singh, officers of
the board, and principals,
professors and students of
various colleges of
Raipur were present.

‘Maha Ashtami’ to be celebrated today
with religious fervour & gaiety

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0022::  Maha Ashtami
or the eighth day of Navaratri
will be celebrated across the
state on October 3. This day is
dedicated to Goddess
Mahagauri, the 8th Avtar of
Maa Durga. On this day, devo-
tees in large numbers throng
various temples to offer
prayers. Temples at various
location in the city - Kalabadi,
Akashwani Chowk, Mana,
Tatibandh, Mahamaya temple
has made special arrange-
ments on the occasion of
‘Maha Ashtami’ with havans,
special pooja rituals and mass
feeding at various places in the
city. Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has extended his greet-
ings and best wishes to all the

residents in the state . In his
message, the Chief Minister
said that Goddess Durga is a
symbol of power and is also a
divine form of nari-shakti. He
said, Durga Puja is the celebra-
tion of the victory of good over

evil and the nine different
forms of Maa Durga represent
the different aspects of the
association of the life and
nature.

He appealed to the people
to resolve to build a society
where women are bestowed
with higher respect than
before and equal participation
in the process of nation build-
ing. He prayed to God that this
joyous festival is marked by
the spirit of peace, fraternity
and unity among the residents
and we rededicate ourselves to
the service and progress of our
state. He hoped that the bless-
ings of goddess Durga will fur-
ther the spirit of happiness and
well-being in society.

Ch’garh tops in East Zone in
‘Swachh Survekshan Rural’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 02:
Chhattisgarh succeeded
in making a mark
across the country for
its remarkable work in
the field of cleanliness.
Four awards have also
been given to
Chhattisgarh in Swachh
Survekshan Gramin.
Chhattisgarh has
emerged as the top per-
forming state in the East
Zone. Along with this,
Chhattisgarh has also
received National
Award in 3 other cate-
gories. President
Draupadi Murmu has
rewarded Chhattisgarh
in the award ceremony
held at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi in the
Swachh Bharat Diwas
2022 program organized
on Gandhi Jayanti.

Chhattisgarh has
topped the East Zone in
the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Rural) survey
conducted by the
Department of
Drinking Water and
Sanitation, Ministry of
Jalshakti. On the other
hand, Durg and Balod

have secured the second
and third positions re-
spectively among the
best performing dis-
tricts in the East Zone.
Along with this,
Chhattisgarh has got
the third position in the
Central Zone in the wall
writing competition on
ODF Plus. Union
Minister for Jal Shakti
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Union
Minister for Rural
Development and
Panchayat Raj Giriraj
Singh, Minister of State
for Jal Shakti Prahlad
Singh Patel, Minister of
State for Jal Shakti and
Tribal Affairs
Bisheswar Tudu were
present in the program
organized at Vigyan
Bhawan. Along with
this, public representa-
tives and other
awardees including offi-

cials of Swachh Bharat
Mission, Jal Jeevan
Mission from
Chhattisgarh were in-
volved. Union Minister
for Jal Shakti Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat,
Union Minister for
Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Giriraj
Singh, Minister of State
for Jal Shakti Prahlad
Singh Patel, Minister of
State for Jal Shakti and
Tribal Affairs
Bisheswar Tudu were
present in the program
organized at Vigyan
Bhawan. Along with
this, Prasanna R,
Secretary from
Chhattisgarh, Sanjay
Agarwal, Director of
Swachh Bharat Mission,
Satya Narayan Rathore,
officials of Jal Jeevan
Mission, public repre-
sentatives and other
awardees were involved.

Self-reliance through Self-employment
is the Gandhian way: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0022:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today attended
the programme on “Gandhi,
Youth and Challenges of New
India’” organized by Culture and
Archaeology Department at
Shaheed Smarak Bhavan. On the
occasion, Chief Minister
announced ‘Anupam Mishra
Award’ for the individuals and
organisations working in the field
of water recharging. He
announced that an award will be
instated in the memory of
renowned litterateur Shri
Habeeb Tanveer as well.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated the pro-
gramme by lighting the tradition-
al lamps and garlanding the oil
paintings of Father of Nation
Mahatma Gandhi, Ex-Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri and

Chhattisgarh Mahtari. On the
occasion, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel released the
book titled ‘Sonakhan 1857’
authored by Ashish Singh and
book named ‘Johar Gandhi’
authored by Amir Hashmi. On the
occasion, Advisor to Chief
Minister Pradeep Sharma, MLA
Devendra Yadav, Secretary
Culture and Archaeology
Department Anbalgan P, Culture
Department Director Vivek
Acharya and nearly three thou-
sand young members of Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club.

Addressing the program, Chief
Minister said that today is the
day to remember Gandhiji and
Lal Bahadur Shastri. Various
belongings of Mahatma Gandhi
have been preserved and put on
display in Magan Museum, locat-
ed in Wardha. Gandhiji conduct-
ed in-depth research on the spin-
ning wheel ‘charkha’, and agri-
cultural equipment and also
organized various incentive pro-
grammes to encourage the same.
All the revolutions that have
taken place across the world

were started by the youth, which
led to major reorganization of the
society. Gandhiji showed the
path of self-reliance, love, truth,
non-violence and led the entire
nation to attain freedom.

In his address to the youth,
Baghel said that Gandhiji sacri-
ficed his clothing and became
the embodiment of minimalism.
He inspired people to minimize
their needs and live a simple life.
He asked the youth to spend
their time and energy searching
for new ideas and works. He said
that Gandhi fought with non-vio-
lence, truth and love. Gandhiji
showed the path of becoming
self-reliant by creating self-
employment with hard work and
dedication. He inspired young-
sters to serve the needy and suf-
fering humanity. The experience
of life would have weighed heav-
ily on the knowledge of the book.
Shri Baghel gave the example of
Divyang Dhurve, a young farmer
from Balod, whom he met during
the Bhent-Mulaqat, and said that
hard work and dedication is the
Gandhian way of character

development as well as of suc-
cess. He said that the self-confi-
dence our sisters of working self-
help groups is our biggest asset.
Confidence comes from hard
work, which can win even the
toughest of the battles.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel further said that Gandhiji
honoured ‘Karm’ and ‘Shram’. He
used to work in the fields among
the farmers, and he brought hon-
our to the weavers by spinning
the charkha. Gandhiji respected
the hard work, and he brought
millions  of people together for
the cause of honouring hard
work and labour. Baghel said
that we are yet to achieve free-
dom socially and economically.
Youth is our strength and young
energy needs to be channelized.
There is a need to make collec-
tive and organized efforts to pro-
vide them opportunities.

Baghel said that Chhattisgarh
has taken major leap towards
promoting self-reliance and self-
employment. The state govern-
ment has started procurement of
cow dung, cow urine (gaumutra),

and so far nearly 20 lakh quintals
of vermi compost has been pro-
duced. We have the highest num-
ber of fertilizer factories in the
entire country i.e. 8,500. And this
is how, Chhattisgarh is on its way
to become an organic state.
Youth are earning lakhs of rupees
by joining organic farming. He
said that many initiatives have
also been taken in the direction
of environment conservation in
Chhattisgarh. We have started
promoting water recharging. We
have appealed to the farmers to
donate hay to avoid pollution
caused by stubble burning. As a
result, the utility of water, forest
and land has increased.

Pradeep Sharma said that in
his youth, Gandhiji had tied the
whole country with a mantra of
truth and non-violence. Young
Rajiv Gandhi made the country a
leader in the field of information
technology. Chief Minister
Baghel is taking forward this res-
olution. Ashok Khosla, President,
Development Alternatives, New
Delhi said that Gandhi ji has
shown us the path of how we can
create a bright future for the
youth. By following his ideas, we
can establish a self-reliant and
an ideal society. Dr. Vijay
Mahajan, Director, Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation Delhi praised the
Government of Chhattisgarh for
the schemes implemented in the
direction of saving water, forest
land and resources while moti-
vating the youth for sports, self-
employment, goodwill and
revival of culture. Lt Gen Arun
Sahni, Aika Chaturvedi and Dr.
Vibha Gupta also addressed in
the program.

Ch’garh gets four
national awards in
different categories

President Draupadi
Murmu honored on
Swachh Bharat
Diwas

CM attends prog
organised on the
theme ‘Gandhi,
Youth and
Challenges of New
India’

‘Anupam Mishra
Award’ announced
for the organiza-
tions working in the
field of water
recharging

Award instated in
the memory of
renowned littera-
teur Shri Habeeb
Tanveer

CKGB is carrying
forward Gandhiji’s
ideology and princi-
ples: Rekha Shukla

Essay, quiz and
improvised speech
competition on
Gandhi Jayanti 

By Chhattisgarh
Khadi and Village
Industries Board

‘BHARAT JODO YATRA’

Congmen from District Youth Congress (DYC) took out ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ under lead-
ership MLA Raipur (Rural) Satyanarayan Sharma, MLA Raipur North Kuldeep Juneja
and other office bearers of PCC and DYC members.

PSEUDO-FEMINISM! 
By Abhishek Agrawal

In recent times, many arti-
cles and newspaper writings
have been published in presti-
gious newspapers about pseu-
do-feminism. These write-ups
hide insidefake façade of fem-
inism and these are mislead-
ing and manipulative!
Feminism is what we should
all support but pseudo-femi-
nism is the biggest threat to
our society. Does it mean to do
an activity of supporting femi-
nine gender, even if they are
wrong!? Frankly speaking,
sometimes, a few women go to
the extremes!!
In a country like India where
the male population is larger

than the female, it is obvious
that there will be male domi-
nation. It may seem here that I
am male chauvinistic!  But let
me make it clear that we
should support the weaker
gender but only up to a limit.
Pseudo-feminism sometimes
profess that feminine genders
are superior to masculine, in
all fields! But in a balanced so-
ciety, everyone is equal. Merit
should be the only parameter
to decide the position of both
the genders. Sadly, some laws
in our Indian Penal Code are
pro-women or discriminatory!
For example, if a woman com-
plains a man that she is being
harassed, there will be no
proof needed! An F.I.R. can be

filed and the accused would be
arrested immediately!
For a fact, I know that many
women have taken advantage
of this lacuna of law. They get
the men arrested if their or-
ders or wishes are not com-
plied! Sometimes they black-
mail the male counterpart and
demand money!
We have also witnessed many
cases in recent times like the
Zomato Delivery Boy and the
road rage when a woman hits
a man but no one cared to stop
her. Unfortunately, when
women do such action, no
punishment is meted out and
people justify such on-the-spot
action! These women also win
cases and are given compensa-

tion! The same problem has
been shown in the movie
“SECTION 375”!
It is high time that we realise
the real problem and never ig-
nore this problem troubling
our society before it is too late!
The problem is small now but
if we don’t pay heed to it, then
it will turn out to be the
biggest problem in near fu-
t u r e !
I agree that in the past, women
were bullied and suppressed.
But now the opposite is hap-
pening in some case. I strongly
believe that meritocracy
should be encouraged. We
have seen the benefits of meri-
tocracy in countries like
Singapore.

Environmental protection
competition held

Raipur, Oct 02: Sant
Dnyaneshwar Vidyalaya
run by Maharashtra
Mandal, a competition was
organized by the
Environment Protection
Committee for environmen-
tal protection. In which the
students of the school
showed their enthusiasm by

participating in which three
winners were declared.

On Oct 1
the winners
were awarded
by Shubhangi
Apte Brand
Ambassador
for Mor
R a i p u r. T h e
purpose of
the competi-
tion and
award was to
create aware-
ness among

the students for environ-
mental protection.

RKC wins prestigious IPSC Girl’s
Hockey championship

Raipur, Oct 02: The Girls
Hockey team from
Rajkumar College (RKC)
Raipur won the prestigious
IPSC Girls Hockey
Championship defeated
Maharani Gyatri Devi
Girls School. In another in-
teresting tie-breaker, last
year’s champion Motilal
Nehru Schol of Sports Rai,
Sonipath was defeated by 2-
0 on Sept 30.

In the above competi-
tion, the following teams
took part viz. Vidya Devi
Jindal Schoo, Hissar;
Punjab Public School,
Nabha; Yadvendra Public
School, Mohali; Lawrence
School, Lavdel, Ooty; Birla
Girl’s School Pillani

Rajasthan; Welham Girl’s
School Dehradun;
Maharani Gyatri Girl’s
School, Jaipur, Motilal
Nehru School of Sports,
Rai and Rajkumar College,
Raipur.

In the league matches,
RKC’s girl’s hockey team
defeated the following
teams: Yadvendra Public
School-Mohali was defeat-
ed by 8-0; Welham Girl’s
School, Dehradun by 3-0;

Maharani Gyatri Devi
School, Jaipur by 2-0 and
Vidya Devi Jindal School,
Hissar by 2-1. The award of
the best goalkeeper went to
Varsha Ravi.

On this achievement, the
President and Chairman of
RKC management commit-
tee; Principal have extend-
ed greetings to entire team
and the staff for winning
this prestigious champi-
onship.

GNI workshop on ‘Data Journalism, Data
Verification and Visual Verification’ held

Raipur, Oct 02:
Department of Electronic
Media, Kushabhau Thakre
University of Journalism
and Mass
Communication, Raipur
and Google News
Initiative (GNI) India
Training Network organ-
ize a Workshop on “Data
Journalism, Data
Verification and Visual
Verification” at the uni-
versity auditorium
‘Samved’. Prof. Baldeo
Bhai Sharma, Vice-
Chancellor in his presi-
dential address said to
achieve the goal in your
life, you should be aware
that there should be value
addition in your learning.
Mobile has emerged as a
major medium of social
media, so one must be
more vigilant on this that

the right information
reaches the people and
Google News Initiative has
taken the responsibility to
educate people. Media is a
positive force, it should not
be understood as a nega-
tive force.

Dr. Narendra Tripathi,
Head, Department of
Electronic Media and

Director, Radio Samvad
90.4 FM in his welcome ad-
dress said data is power,
the importance of data
verification has increased
a lot on every platform of
social media. The whole
world is very much affect-
ed by fake information, so
the whole world is empha-
sizing on verification

today. There are gatekeep-
ers in the newspaper, tele-
vision, radio and news
portals but in social media
the citizen is the gatekeep-
er, therefore it is very im-
portant for us to be educat-
ed and trained the meth-
ods and tools of debunk-
ing misinformation.

The resource person of
the workshop
Bichitrananda Panda,
Trainer, GNI India
Training Network and
Assistant Professor, Amity
School of
Communication, Amity
University, Raipur train
the students of B.Sc.
Electronic Media, M.Sc.
Electronic Media and
MBA (Media
Management) in the tech-
nical sessions on Data
Journalism, Data

Verification and Visual
Verification. He demon-
strated the reverse image
search, utility of Google
lens, InVID, Yandex to de-
bunk misinformation.

GNI India Training
Network is an initiative to
support journalists, fact-
checkers and media educa-
tors across India in their
fight against misinforma-
tion. The network has
trained 40,319 journalists,
media educators, fact-
checkers and journalism
students in more than 10
languages across India,
benefiting hundreds of
newsrooms and universi-
ties. Varsha Sharma coor-
dinated the inaugural ses-
sions and technical ses-
sions where in Dr. Vaishali
Golap proposed the vote of
thanks.

Reading campaign 2022 to promote
culture of reading in Ch’garh

Raipur, Oct 02: The reading
campaign 2022 based on the
theme Reading Equals :
“#Padhna Jhan Samanta
Vhan” by Room to Read in
collaboration with SCERT
Chhattisgarh commenced on
the 15 th of August 2022 in
the state  to maximize the
reach to every stakeholder
across the state.

A series of initiatives
were introduced at the state,
District, School, and
Community levels to pro-
mote the core message and to
create awareness among par-
ents, teachers, and commu-
nity members to support
children and promote the
culture of reading and conti-
nuity in learning while
spreading awareness on
reading and its impact on
bridging  inequities.

The Reading Campaign
was launched by messaging
various  stakeholders
through WhatsApp and
Telegram groups, by sharing

stories from the Literacy
Cloud and through various
digital platforms in the state.

State initiatives during the
Reading Campaign: A live
online webinar was held on
August 24, 2022, from 12:00
PM to 1:00 PM in partnership
with SCERT, Raipur. The em-
phasis of the webinar was to
formally establish contact
with the representatives of
each District and each DIET

in order to assure their ac-
tive involvement in owning
and managing the many ac-
tivities under the Reading
Campaign with the aid of the
district’s teachers. The key
speakers included Ms. Nishi
Bhamri, Associate Director,
Mr. Anand Saraswat,
Assistant Professor, and Ms.
Vidya Dange, Assistant
Professor. From Room to
Read India, Mr. Pradeep

Singh, spoke in detail about
the many reading campaign
related actions and plans.
The webinar was broadcast-
ed live on Room to Read
India’s YouTube channel,
there were about 2200 active
viewers who witnessed the
live webinar. DIETs from all
around the state also stepped
forward to host the Reading
Campaign’s signature event
by planning day-long activi-
ties that focused on the cam-
paign’s reading equals
theme. District DMC Mr.
Rajkumar Tiwari, DIET
principal Mrs. Savita Rajput,
and the DIET Faculties all
contributed to the video byte
that served as the medium
for sharing the message in-
tended to inspire the dis-
trict’s many stakeholders.
The Principal, DMC, and
other district authorities
shared the message with the
other officials via the dis-
trict’s WhatsApp communi-
cation channel.

Kalyan Jewellers forays into
Bilaspur with a new showroom 

Raipur, Oct 02: Kalyan
Jewellers, one of India’s
most-trusted and largest
jewellery companies,
today launched its brand
new showroom at
Bilaspur in Chhattisgarh.
The new and luxurious
showroom, located at
Agrasen Chowk on Link
Road marks the entry of
the jewellery brand in the
city. This is the brand’s
2nd showroom in the state.

Talking about the new
showroom launch, Mr.
Ramesh Kalyanaraman,
Executive Director, Kalyan
Jewellers said, “We are ex-
tremely delighted to

launch our first showroom
in Bilaspur. We see
tremendous growth poten-
tial in this market, consid-
ering the exponential level
at which the city is grow-
ing. We aim to offer a best-
in-class buying experi-
ence, while ensuring the
safety and health of our
patrons and the communi-
ty at large by providing a
safe, hygienic and person-
alized shopping environ-

ment.” Celebrating the
showroom launch in
unique style, the jewellery
brand has announced flat
25% off on making for all
jewellery purchases from
Kalyan Jewellers as well
as flat 25% off on stone
value, which is applicable
only on a minimum pur-
chase of stone value worth
Rs. 1 lakh. The jewellery
brand has introduced the
‘Special Kalyan Gold Rate’

standardizing the price of
gold across all Kalyan
Jewellers’ showrooms in
India, which is the lowest
in the market. Customers
can avail the exciting
range of offers from
across Kalyan Jewellers’
showrooms in India. The
one-of-its-kind offers are
valid until 15th November
2022. Customers will also
be able to avail the benefits
of Kalyan’s new 4-Level
Assurance Certification
on gold jewellery. While
jewellery retailed at
Kalyan Jewellers goes
through multiple purity
tests and are all BIS hall-
marked, the 4-level assur-
ance certificate promises
customers payment on the
value of purity mentioned
in the invoice during ex-
change or resale. Also, it
ensures free lifetime main-
tenance of ornaments at
any Kalyan Jewellers’
showroom in the country.

Ras Garba celebrations held
at Daga Girls College

Raipur, Oct 02: More than
one thousand girls took
part in Ras Garba celebra-
tions held at Daga Girls
College on the auspicious
occasion of Navratri.
Some of the students pre-
sented dance in the form

of Maa Durga.
Raipur Municipal

Corporation Speaker and
Ex-Mayor Pramod Dubey
was present on the occa-
sion as chief guest. Garba
dance was presented after
Puja Archana of Maa

Durga. Seeing students
performing Garba the
Dubey too danced to the
music of devotional songs
of Maa Durga. Ajay
Tiwari, Dr Sangeeta Ghai
and all the professors at-
tended the programme.

Health Secy Prasanna, NHM
Director Bhoskar donate blood

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 02: Health
Department Secretary,
Prasanna R and Director
of National Health
Mission Bhoskar Vilas
Sandipan donated blood in
the model blood-bank of
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital on
National Voluntary Blood
Donation Day today.
National Voluntary Blood
Donation Day is celebrated
every year on 1 October to
make people aware about
blood donation and to pro-
mote voluntary blood do-
nation.

This year it is being cele-
brated on the theme of
“Donating blood is an act

of Solidarity. Join the ef-
fort and save lives”.
Various government and
non-governmental organi-
zations organize blood do-
nation camps and other
awareness campaigns on
this day.

Both Prasanna R and
Sandipan called upon the
people to join blood dona-
tion campaign and donate
blood to save lives of the

needy. According
Prasanna R blood donation
is a great donation and a
great service to the society
and humanity. The objec-
tive of blood donation cam-
paign is to create aware-
ness about voluntary blood
donation on a regular
basis, he said. He appealed
to everyone to come for-
ward in large numbers and
motivate their friends, rel-

atives and colleagues to do-
nate blood in this noble
cause. According to him a
person has 5 to 6 liters of
blood in his body and he
can donate blood once in
every three months.

Blood cannot be made
with any machine or ma-
chine, blood is produced
only in the human body,
Sandipan said. According
to him millions of lives
can be saved every year
with timely donation of
blood to people suffering
from blood disorders like
Thalassemia, Sickle cell,
Anemia and in cases of se-
rious injury. According to
him any person aged be-
tween 18 years and 65
years and having weight of
more than 45 kg can do-
nate blood. Young children
suffering from
Thalassemia, Cerebral
Malaria and various seri-
ous diseases, who are hos-

pitalized, are given blood
without donors at the
state-of-the-art blood bank
in Dr Ambedkar Memorial
Hospital, informed Dr
Vijay Kapse, in-charge of
blood-bank. Patients in gy-
necology and obstetrics de-
partment suffering from
the problem of excessive
bleeding, accident victims
in trauma centers and
sickle cell patients are also
being provided blood with-
out donor, he informed.

Head of the Department
of Pathology Professor Dr
Arvind Neral too donated
blood on this occasion.
This was his 199th blood
donation. Dr Rabia Parvin
Siddiqui and Dr Riti
Sharma of Medical
College too donated blood.
Dr Neral said that health
department decided to de-
velop blood bank as sepa-
rate transfusion medicine
department in future.
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On National
Voluntary Blood
Donation Day

New outlet at
Agrasen Chowk,
Bilaspur is the sec-
ond showroom in
Chhattisgarh, and
164th globally

Johtarin Nishad

Raipur: Johtari
Nishad, resident of
Parsada (Samoda)
Arang, District-Raipur
passed away on
October 2, 2022. She
was 67-year old. She
was mother of
Kanhaiyalal,Bahadur,
Tijiya Nishad and
grand mother of
Temanlal Nishad of
Nav Bharat Press.

Obituary

Defeated Maharani
Gyatri Devi Girl’s
School by 8-0

In Sant
Dnyaneshwar
Vidyalaya
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Pandariya, Oct 02: 

A painting competition
was organized under nu-
trition month,in
Government Higher
Secondary School,
Kishungarh of Pandariya-
Block. The volunteers
present gave information
regarding Sukanya

Samridhi Mahotsav.The
program was inaugurated
in the presence of Chief
Guest Regional MP Mohan
Mandavi Special Guest
Women and Child
Development Officer Shri
CS Mishra, Principal of
Kanker Jaypee
International School,
Ritesh Kumar Choubey.

The superintendent of the
department, Mr. H, N.
Sharma appealed, to de-
posit in schemes being de-
posited in the postal de-
partment, postal life insur-
ance, rural postal life in-
surance, Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana, PPF,
India Post Payment Bank.
In his address, the Chief

Guest Shri Mandavi ap-
preciated this program of
the Department of Posts
on this Amrit Mahotsav of
the Government of India
and was pleased with the
enthusiastic performance
of the school students and
students of NCC; NSS.My
Stamp Ticket was also re-
leased in the program.

Painting competition organized
under nutrition month

Rajnandgaon, Oct 02: 

Under the direction of
District Collector Doman
Singh, a Janchaupal pro-
gram was conducted and
many issues were re-
solved by the officials.
Also Additional Collector
CL Markandeya listened
to the grievances of the
general public and took
initiative to resolve them.

Mathura Sahu alleged
of fraudulently being rid
of her sanctioned loan
amount by the Self Help
Group she works, of
which her case was di-
rected to be resolved by
the Additional Collector.
Similarly, MGNREGA
workers of Gram
Panchayat Totalbhari
have complained about
non-payment of remu-
neration for the work
done by them in MNRE-

GA. Similarly,
Purushottam Devangan,
resident of Sheetlapara
Motipur, an investor in
chit fund company
Sahara, has applied for
refund of the amount in-
vested in the company.

Farmers of village pan-
chayat Bairagibhedi of
Chhuria block have ap-
plied for the benefit of

Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana for crop
damage caused by scanty
rainfall last
year.Similarly, Habib
Khan of Ram Nagar
Ward 7 has applied for re-
placement of shabby and
tilted electric poles.
Similarly, farmers affect-
ed by Koliari reservoir
have applied for compen-

sation amount. The
Additional Collector di-
rected the concerned offi-
cers for proper disposal
of the applicants. It is
noteworthy that at the
sub-division level across
the district, SDM,
Tehsildar, CMO, District
CEO are solving the prob-
lems of the citizens in
Janchaupal.

Citizens getting relief
from Janchaupal program

Bijapur, Oct 02: On the oc-
casion of Gandhi’s birth
anniversary, the foundation
stone was laid for the estab-
lishment of Mahatma
Gandhi Rural Park (MGRI-
PA) in two identified
Gauthans in all the four de-
velopment blocks of the
district. State Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
laid the foundation stone of
“RIPA” with the objective of
making additional income
through livelihood for rural
poor families in various
Gauthans of the state
through video conferenc-
ing from the Chief
Minister’s residence in his
capital.

The chief guest of the
program organized in
Bijapur district, Regional
MLA and Vice-Chairman
of Bastar Development
Authority Vikram Shah
Mandavi laid the founda-
tion stone of Mahatma

Gandhi Ruler Industrial
Park (MGRIPA) in 8
Gauthans of the district. In
which gram panchayats
Gadamali and Mangalnar
of development block
Bhairamgarh, Itpal and
Gangalur of development
block Bijapur, Hirapur and
Chintakonta of develop-
ment block Usoor and
Gothan of Rudraram and

Kottur of development
block Bhopalpatnam are in-
cluded. Mahatma Gandhi
Industrial Park will be es-
tablished for entrepreneur-
ship development and
livelihood promotion at a
cost of Rs 2 crore in the
above Gauthans. With this
ambitious scheme of
Chhattisgarh government,
the rural economy will

move forward rapidly,
women of self-help groups
and rural youth of the vil-
lage will get self-reliance
from entrepreneurship pro-
motion. The scheme of the
government is a new ray of
hope for rural families.
Which will pave the way to-
wards economic prosperity
and self-reliance. In these
Gauthans on a large scale,

various industries like Oil
Mill, Mashala Udyog,
Cement Pole, Chain Link,
Fencing, Fly Ash will be es-
tablished under Ripa. In
which the villagers will get
new employment opportu-
nities.

At the district level, the
foundation stone laying
program was organized in
the auditorium of the dis-
trict office in which District
Panchayat President Shri
Shankar Kudiyam, District
Panchayat and
Chhattisgarh Farmers
Welfare Board member
Shri Basant Rao Tati,
Municipal President Shri
Benhur Rawatiya Collector
Shri Rajendra Kumar
Katara, CEO District
Panchayat Shri Ravi
kumar sahupublic repre-
sentatives and officials in-
cluding, SDM Bijapur Shri
Pawan Kumar Premi were
present.

MLA Mandavi laid stone for the establishment of MGRIP
In the identified 8 Gauthans of the district

Mahasamund, Oct 02: 

The weekly deadline
meeting was held under
the chairmanship of
Collector Nileshkumar
Kshirsagar , after which
various instructions and
reviews were given by the
Collector which also in-
cludes   purchase of paddy
to be completed by
October 20. New Paddy
Procurement Centers,

Collection Centers which
have poor access roads or
need repair or construc-
tion, should be repaired he
said.

He also inquired about
the progress of efforts
made to promote organic
farming sale of cow dung
and vermi compost pro-
duction in the district. The
Collector also informed
through District Sports
Officer Shri Manoj

Dhritalhare that
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
2022-23 is to be organized
in the district from 06
October to promote tradi-
tional sports activities of
Chhattisgarh.

This event will be held
in 6 phases. Age group up
to 18, 18 to 40 and above 40
age group can participate.
The first phase will be held
at the Rajiv Yuva Mitan
club level from 6th

October to 11th October.
The second zone will be a
zone consisting of eight
clubs and it will take place
from October 15 to October
20 and the collector asked
District Sports officers to
make all necessary prepa-
rations. Along with this,
instructions were given to
the concerned officials to
ensure arrangements for
the games to be organized
in rural and urban areas.

Ch’garhia Olympics 2022-23 to begin from Oct 6

Dongargarh, Oct 02: 

Due to lack of adequate
drainage system in front
of Panchayat Bhawan of
Gram Panchayat Sukul
Daihan of Rajnandgaon
block, the front part of
Panchayat takes the form
of pond even in a short pe-
riod of rain. Adequate
arrangements for water
drainage have not been
made by the responsible
public representatives of
the panchayat since the
construction of the com-
mercial complex, which
gives an income of one
and a half lakh per month
to the Gram Panchayat.
Due to which the villagers
have to face a lot of prob-
lems in commuting for
Panchayat work and com-
mercial work. Gram
Panchayat Sukul Daihan,
located on the main road
leading to Rajnandgaon,

Mohra, Dongargarh and
Indamara, is the main vil-
lage panchayat of former
Chief Minister Dr. Raman
Singh’s assembly con-
stituency Ashok
Devangan District
Panchayat member and
has accused the adminis-
tration and said that due
to the delay in the con-
struction works, most of
the construction works

are not being started even
after approval, in front of
the panchayat, in front of
the major government of-
fices of the district pan-
chayat, easy road. For the
construction of the build-
ing, along with correspon-
dence, verbal discussions
are also being held with
the engineers and officers
of the concerned depart-
ment.

No water drainage facility in
Panchayat Sukul Daihan

Bijapur, Oct 02: 

Under “Mawa Police
Ketul” campaign, aware-
ness program was organ-
ized jointly by Police
Department, Transport
Department and Red
Cross Society in Bijapur
ITI on 30.9.2022.

In the awareness pro-
gram, information was
given about cyber-crime,
ATM fraud, other types of
cyber-crime and traffic
rules, signs happening on-
line. By the Transport
Department, the children
were given information
about the process of mak-
ing driving license, docu-
ments prescribed for driv-
ing the vehicle, speed limit
of the vehicle etc. Red

Cross was motivated to
provide first aid at the
time of road accident and
to provide all possible help
in taking the victim to the
hospital for treatment.

Programs have been or-
ganized in various offices,
schools in the district for
the successful implemen-
tation of the Abhiyukti
App prepared for the safe-
ty of women, the ambi-
tious scheme of the
Government of
Chhattisgarh, in the same
sequence, informing the
children studying in ITI
Bijapur about the utility of
the said app. Awareness
was made about the use of
this app to download and
send your complaint to the
police quickly.

Awareness camp by
‘Mawa Police Ketul’

Bilaspur, Oct 02: 

On the instructions of
Collector Saurabh Kumar,
ADM Shri RA Kuruvanshi
weekly Jandarshan pro-
gram was conducted and
the ADM took one by one
application from the vil-
lagers who came from far
and wide including the
city, observing them close-
ly and resolving them.
Ration cards were distrib-
uted to 4 people of poor
families on the spot in the
public darshan itself.

In the Jandarshan Vivek
Pankara, a resident of
Mukundpur of Masturi
block, applied for compas-
sionate appointment and
villagers of Jaundhara vil-
lage of Masturi tehsil ap-

plied for assessment of tax
on the basis of new survey
by postponing business
tax and house tax. The
ADM directed the CEO,
Janpad Panchayat to in-
vestigate the matter and

take action. The headmas-
ter of Government
Primary School,
Satnamipara Sendri,
Bilha, made an application
regarding the construc-
tion of toilets in the school
and Jitendra Kumar of vil-
lage Parsada complained
to ADM regarding non-re-
ceipt of compensation
amount, against land ac-
quired for National
Highway. The ADM in-
structed SDM Masturi to
examine the matter and
resolve it.

Ration cards distributed on the spot 
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‘TRISHUL DIKSHA’

Bajrang Dal recruits take oath during the ‘Trishul Diksha’ ceremony, at the
Siddheshwar temple in Gurugram, Sunday.

BRIEF

Cop killed
 Srinagar: A police-

man was killed and a
CRPF personnel in-
jured when militants
attacked a security
forces team in
Pulwama district of
Jammu and Kashmir
on Sunday, police
said.The attack took
place in Pinglana area
of the south Kashmir
district. “Terrorists
fired upon a joint
Naka party of CRPF &
Police at Pinglana,
Pulwama. In this ter-
ror attack, 01 Police
personnel got mar-
tyred & 01 CRPF per-
sonnel got injured,”
Kashmir Zone Police
said in a tweet. The
police said reinforce-
ments were rushed to
the area and a search
operation was
launched.

Bus turns turtle
 Hazaribag: Four peo-

ple were killed and 25
others injured when
the bus they were
travelling in turned
turtle in Hazaribag
district, a senior po-
lice officer said. The
incident occurred late
on Saturday when the
bus driver, while nego-
tiating a sharp turn,
lost control of the ve-
hicle near Bahumar,
around 110 km from
state capital Ranchi,
Superintendent of
Police Manoj Ratan
Chothe said. The bus,
carrying mostly pil-
grims, was on its way
to Odisha from 
Gaya via Hazaribag,
he said.

Bridge razed
 Pune: An old bridge

constructed in the
early 90s in
Maharashtra’s Pune
city was demolished
through a controlled
blast in the early
hours of Sunday as
part of a development
project to solve the
problem of frequent
traffic jam in the area,
officials said. Around
600 kg of explosives
were used for the dem-
olition of the bridge
on Mumbai-
Bengaluru Highway
(NH4) in Chandani
Chowk area at 1 am,
they said. The
planned demolition of
the bridge generated a
great deal of curiosity
among locals. People
living in nearby areas
gathered at a safe dis-
tance from the spot to
watch the demolition
exercise.

Girls drown 
 Guna (MP):Three

minor girls drowned
in a pit filled with
rainwater in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Guna district, police
said on Sunday. The
bodies of the three
girls of a family
were found floating
in a water-filled pit
at Kadiakala village
on Saturday evening,
Superintendent of
police Pankaj
Shrivastava said.
The girls, aged five
to seven years, had
left home in the af-
ternoon to head to
an agricultural field,
he said. When they
didn’t return home,
their family started
searching for them
and the bodies 
were found floating
in the pit near the
field, he said.

Actor and character of Sita
in Ramanand Sagar’s

Ramayan, Dipika Chikhlia at
Shree Hanumant Dharmik
Ramleela Committee, in

East Delhi, Saturday night.

Hyderabad, Oct 02 (PTI):

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao’s
plans to foray into nation-
al politics are on track and
the details are expected to
be made public on the aus-
picious occasion of
‘Vijayadasami’ on October
5, ruling TRS sources said.

The particulars of the
plan are being worked out
and the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
could be renamed. The re-
branded outfit may not be
declared as a national
party immediately, they
said on Saturday.

The party would high-
light the welfare schemes
being implemented in
Telangana like ‘Rythu
Bandhu’ investment sup-

port scheme for farmers
and ‘Dalit Bandhu’ (Rs 10
lakh grant to every Dalit
household to start any
business or trade) and
question as to why such
measures are not being
implemented in the coun-
try, they said.

The party would also
raise questions as to why
electricity has not been
provided to all the villages
in the country even 75
years after Independence
and as to why welfare
measures for the poor are
being described as “free-
bies”.

TRS sources had earlier
said Rao, also known as
KCR, is contemplating
entry into national politics
with the launch of a na-
tional party. His office had
also stated in September

that “very soon, the forma-
tion of a national party
and formulation of its (na-
tional party) policies will
take place”.

On September 5, Rao
had announced that free
power would be supplied
to farmers across the
country, if a non-BJP gov-
ernment was voted to
power in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

On September 12, the
Chief Minister made some
reference to the proposed
national party for the first
time while speaking in the
Legislative Assembly.

Last month, the TRS dis-
trict unit presidents had
called upon Rao to take a
plunge into national poli-
tics to put an end to BJP’s
alleged anti-people rule at
the Centre.

Rao, who had recently
met his Bihar counterpart
Nitish Kumar in Patna,
called for a “BJP mukt
Bharat” (BJP-free India)
blaming the national
party’s government at the
Centre for the many ills
plaguing the country.

In his public meetings
in the state last month, he
had spoken about
Telangana playing a vi-
brant role in national poli-
tics.

The TRS, in its founda-
tion day event in April this
year, had adopted a politi-
cal resolution resolving
that the party should play
a key role in national poli-
tics for the wider interest
of the country as the BJP
is exploiting “communal
sentiments” for its politi-
cal convenience.

KCR may announce plans about
national foray on Vijayadasami

Chandigarh, Oct 2 (PTI):

Punjab Police on
Sunday claimed to
have busted an inter-
state pharmaceutical
drug cartel with the
arrest of a Haryana
resident after seizing
more than 2.5 lakh
pharma opioids from
his possession.

Deputy Inspector
General of Police
(DIG), Anti-Gangster
Task Force-cum-Ropar
Range, Gurpreet Singh
Bhullar said the ar-
rested accused has
been identified as
Ranjit Goswami of
Batra Colony in
Sonipat, Haryana.

“Police have recov-
ered 2,37,000 tablets of
alprazolam and 14,400
of the pyeevon spas
capsules from his car

which he was smug-
gling from Haryana,”
an official statement
quoted Bhullar as say-
ing.

This is the third
such inter-state phar-
maceutical drug rack-
et busted by the
Fatehgarh Sahib dis-
trict Police in less
than three months, he
said.

Earlier, Fatehgarh
Sahib Police had re-
covered as many as 7
lakh tablets/capsules
of pharma opioids on
July 14, 2022, while,
1.17 lakh tablets/cap-
sules of phar ma opi-
oids were recovered on
September 4, he said.

The DIG said, acting
on a tip-off, police
teams from Crime
Investigation Agency,
Sirhind and Khamano

Police Station inter-
cepted a car bearing a
Haryana registration
number at Khamano,
which was being driv-
en by the accused.

During checking, po-
lice teams seized a
huge quantity of phar-
ma opioids, he said.

SSP Fatehgarh Sahib
Ravjot Grewal said
during preliminary in-
vestigations, it has
come to light that the
arrested accused is
into transport busi-
ness in Delhi and
Amritsar.

“The accused has
confessed that he has
been supplying phar-
ma opioids in Punjab
for the last few years
and most of his cus-
tomers are in Moga
and Ludhiana,” she
said.

Punjab Police arrest Haryana resident
with over 2.5 lakh pharma opioids

Surendranagar,Oct 02 (PTI):
Delhi Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday urged the people
of Gujarat to vote for the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
in the upcoming state
Assembly elections and
help it win 150 out of the
total 182 seats for a “big
change”.

He also appealed to
them not to vote for the
Congress, saying that vot-
ing for it would help the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) win the elec-
tion. Both the BJP and
Congress were united in
their aim to defeat the
AAP, he claimed.

Assembly elections in
the BJP-ruled Gujarat are
slated to be held by the end
of this year.

“Only 50 days are left.
Push hard so that we get at
least 150 seats. We need a
big change, 90-95 seats will
not do. People of Delhi
gave us 67 seats out of 70,
people of Punjab gave us
92 out of 117 seats. Will not

the people of Gujarat de-
feat both Punjab and
Delhi, break their record?”
Kejriwal said while ad-
dressing a public rally in
Surendranagar city.

He also claimed that the
Centre’s Intelligence
Bureau (IB) has said that
the AAP will win by a thin
margin if the Gujarat
Assembly elections are
held today. “We will have

to work hard. We don’t
have money, we are honest
people. My bank account
is empty, and so is
Bhagwant Mann’s. The
bank account of our party
is also empty. They got us
checked. They conducted
raids on me, Bhagwant
Mann and everyone, but
found nothing,” he said.
People will have to contest
elections on their own if

they want change and a
better future for their chil-
dren, the AAP’s national
convener said.

“A storm of change is
coming, and the entire
Gujarat is craving for a
change. Don’t get derailed,
do not vote for Congress to
make BJP win...Congress
will win less than 10 seats,
and the winners will also
join BJP after winning as
Congress candidates,” he
added. Kejriwal said if the
AAP is voted to power in
Gujarat, it would first end
corruption.

“They (BJP) looted the
state for 27 years. Every
leader has built several
houses, bought properties,
and deposited so much
money in the Swiss banks
that their seven genera-
tions don’t need to do any-
thing,” he said.

The Delhi CM wondered
how Gujarat incurred a
debt of Rs 3.5 lakh crore
despite the state having an
annual budget of Rs 2.5
lakh crore.

Help AAP win 150 out of 182 seats in Gujarat: Kejriwal

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal speaks during a rally
in Surendranagar, Sunday.

Hyderabad, Oct 02: 

India’s largest producer
of iron ore, NMDC cele-
brated Gandhi Jayanti
launching the Swachhta
2.0 campaign at its Head
Office and Projects today.
This year’s Gandhi
Jayanti marks the 8th year
of Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan with the
Government of India cele-
brating a United India for
Swachhata, as part of the
ongoing Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav. Company’s
Director (Production)
Dilip Kumar Mohanty and
CVO B.Vishwanath, IRSS
inaugurated the pro-
gramme and led the
Cleanliness Drive of
NMDC. Chief Guest for
the event, D.K. Mohanty
administered the
Swachhata Shapathto

NMDC employees. He
highlighted the four prin-
ciples of Mahatma Gandhi
– Non-violence;
Cleanliness; Self-reliance;
Humanity, Equality and
Togetherness and said
“We must uphold these
principles to build a strong
NMDC and a strong
Bharat”. “To honour
Gandhiji’s vision of
Independent India, we

must emulate his values
and devote ourselves to
Nation Building. NMDC
will avidly take part in the
Ministry of Steel’s special
campaign for disposal of
pending matters” said B.
Vishwanath. NMDC or-
ganized a Plog Run to
clean GHMC Sports
Complex at Vijayanagar
Colony, Hyderabad and
distributed NMDC

Swachhata Caps to young
sportspersons. The compa-
ny also conducted Fit
India Freedom Runs and
Plog Runs at its Projects
with a theme of “Azadi ke
75 saal, Fitness rahe be-
misaal” to mark Gandhi
Jayanti and Swachhata
2.0. Commenting on the oc-
casion, Sumit Deb, CMD,
NMDC said, “India is cele-
brating the birth and life

of the Father of our
Nation with the coming to-
gether of Swachhta and
Swastha in Swachh Bharat
and Fit India Movements.
NMDC has chalked out a
month-long campaign and
calls for Jan Bhagidari.
The relevance of this cam-
paign as a tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi finds
greater significance with
the ongoing Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.”
Honouring Mahatma
Gandhi’s vision for a Clean
and Green India, NMDC is
participating in the
Swachhata 2.0 campaign
from October 2 - 31, 2022.
The mining major has
planned large-scale
Swachhata, Plantation and
Awareness drives, Prabhat
Pheri and competitions to
celebrate the National
Cleanliness Movement.

NMDC celebrates Gandhi Jayanti 
Campaigning for Swachhta 2.0

Bhitiharwa (Bihar), Oct 02 (PTI):

Political strategist
Prashant Kishor began a
3,500-kilometre long pa-
dayatra’ from the Gandhi
Ashram in Bihar’s West
Champaran district on
Sunday, the birth anniver-
sary of the Father of the
Nation, as part of his Jan
Suraj’ campaign.

The march is widely
seen as a precursor to his
entry into politics. Kishor
and his supporters will at-
tempt to reach every pan-
chayat and block of Bihar
during the yatra which is
likely to take anywhere be-
tween 12 and 15 months to
complete.

He started the march
from Bhitiharwa Gandhi
Ashram, from where
Mahatma Gandhi

launched his first
Satyagraha movement in
1917. As the political
strategist and his follow-
ers embarked on the pa-
dayatra, he was greeted by
people on the road.

Ahead of the yatra,
Kishor tweeted in Hindi
that he is determined to
change the system in the
“poorest and most back-
ward state of Bihar”.

According to him, the
first step to achieving a
better system in society is
a padayatra across the
“villages, towns and cities
of Bihar”. A recent state-
ment issued by Jan Suraj
said the main goals of the
yatra include identifying
the “right people” at the
grassroots and bringing
them on a democratic plat-
form.

Prashant Kishor starts 
3,500 km padayatra’ on Gandhi

birth anniversary

Mumbai, Oct 02 (PTI):

Security of
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
has been beefed up follow-
ing a specific input about a
threat to his life, an official
said on Sunday.

The State Intelligence
Department (SID) on
Saturday evening received
specific input about the
threat to the life of CM
Shinde, the official said.

State Intelligence
Commissioner Ashutosh
Dumbre confirmed the
threat. “After specific in-
formation, we have taken
necessary action and have
increased the security of
the chief minister,”
Dumbre told PTI without
elaborating. Additional se-
curity has been provided
to the CM, who enjoys a Z

Plus category security
cover, he said. Security has
also been stepped up at
Shinde’s private residence
in Thane and the official
residence ‘Varsha’ in
Mumbai, he said.

Shinde is scheduled to
address his first Dussehra
rally at MMRDA grounds
in Mumbai on October 5.

He became the chief
minister in June this year
after his rebellion with
Shiv Sena MLAs led to the
collapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment.

Notably, Shinde had re-
ceived a threat letter sus-
pected to have been sent by
Naxalites last October
when he was the Urban
Development Minister and
also guardian minister of
Gadchiroli district, affect-
ed by Naxalism.

Intelligence dept receives input
about threat to Maha CM’s life

Ujjain, Oct 02 (PTI): The
Bajrang Dal on Sunday
claimed it had handed over
three “non-Hindus” to the
police for allegedly enter-
ing a garba venue in Ujjain
in Madhya Pradesh by hid-
ing their identities.

A video of the incident,
which reportedly took
place on Saturday night in
a garba pandal at Kalidas
Academy in Madhavnagar
area here, was widely cir-
culated on social media. In
the video, some people can

be seen mobbing a man
and others shouting “leave
him, don’t beat him”.
“Volunteers checking if
vulgar songs were being
played at garba venues
found three non-Hindus
had entered by hiding
their identities on
Saturday night. People
started thrashing them
and it was our activists
who saved them and hand-
ed them to Madhavnagar
police,” Bajrang Dal dis-
trict convener Ankit

Choube claimed. He
claimed the purpose of
such entries into these
venues by hiding identities
is to propagate “love
jihad”, a term used by
right-wing groups to allege
a concerted effort by
Muslim men to convert
Hindu women through
love and marriage. No
complaint has been re-
ceived in connection to
this incident, City
Superintendent of Police
Vinod Kumar Meena said.

Jaipur, Oct 02 (PTI):

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Sunday asserted that the
Centre should provide
money on a weekly basis
as social security to all
needy people in the coun-
try similar to that in the
US and UK.

He said that instead of
being arrogant, the gov-
ernment of India should
also learn from states and
implement their good
schemes at the national
level. “Why should not
families compulsorily get
weekly money like other
countries. This will help in
running the families and
only those who need it will
get. This is called social se-
curity. You go to London,
America , social security

is everywhere,” he said.
He also highlighted vari-
ous schemes and pro-
grammes launched in his
state for the common peo-
ple. The chief minister
said his government
launched ‘Indira Rasoi’
scheme to provide food at
Rs 8 per plate, Indira
Gandhi Urban employ-
ment scheme while health
insurance of Rs 10 lakh
under Chiranjeevi scheme
made treatment free in all
government hospitals
across the state.

He said prime minister
had said in video confer-
ences that states should
learn from each other but
the Centre should also
learn from the works of
states, and implement
them instead of being ar-
rogant.

Centre should give weekly
money to needy families across
India as social security: Gehlot

Three ‘non-Hindus’ handed over to cops for ‘unauthorised’
entry into garba venue, claims Bajrang Dal

JJaammmmuu,,  OOcctt  0022  ((PPTTII))::  The
Army’s White Knight Corps on
Sunday flagged off a cycling
expedition here to commemo-
rate its golden jubilee, a
defence spokesperson said.
The expedition, comprising
two officers, one Junior

Commissioned Officer (JCO)
and 12 soldiers of 16 Corps
Signal Regiment, was flagged
off by General Officer
Commanding, White Knight
Corps, Lt Gen Manjinder Singh
from Nagrota Military Station,
he said.

The expedition will traverse
mountainous and treacherous
routes of approximately 700
km across the Jammu region
including Sunderbani,
Nowshera, Rajouri, Bimber
Gali, Poonch, Reasi and Doda
over 12 days.

White Knight Corps flags off cycle expedition in Jammu to mark golden jubilee



MILITARY PARADE

A military parade displaying Houthi forces and weapons moves through a main street of Sanaa, Yemen.Yemen’s
warring parties face a deadline to renew a 6-month-long truce on Sunday, Oct. 2.

GANDHI JAYANTI

High Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom Vikram Doraiswami addresses a ceremony organised on the 
occasion of Gandhi Jayanti, at Tavistock Square in London, UK, Sunday, Oct. 2.
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Izium, Oct 02 (AP):

The first time the
Russian soldiers caught
him, they tossed him
bound and blindfolded
into a trench covered with
wooden boards for days on
end.

Then they beat him,
over and over: Legs, arms,
a hammer to the knees, all
accompanied by furious
diatribes against Ukraine.
Before they let him go,
they took away his pass-
port and Ukrainian mili-
tary ID all he had to prove
his existence and made
sure he knew exactly how
worthless his life was.

“No one needs you,” the
commander taunted. “We
can shoot you any time,
bury you a half-meter un-

derground and that’s it.”
The brutal encounter at

the end of March was just
the start. Andriy Kotsar
would be captured and tor-
tured twice more by
Russian forces in Izium,
and the pain would be
even worse.

Russian torture in

Izium was arbitrary, wide-
spread and absolutely rou-
tine for both civilians and
soldiers throughout the
city, an Associated Press
investigation has found.
While torture was also evi-
dent in Bucha, that devas-
tated Kyiv suburb was
only occupied for a month.

Izium served as a hub for
Russian soldiers for nearly
seven months, during
which they established
torture sites everywhere.

Based on accounts of
survivors and police, AP
journalists located 10 tor-
ture sites in the town and
gained access to five of
them. They included a
deep sunless pit in a resi-
dential compound with
dates carved in the brick
wall, a clammy under-
ground jail that reeked of
urine and rotting food, a
medical clinic, a police sta-
tion and a kindergarten.

The AP spoke to 15 sur-
vivors of Russian torture
in the Kharkiv region, as
well as two families whose
loved ones disappeared
into Russian hands.

10 torture sites in 1 town: Russia sowed pain, fear in Izium

Beijing, Oct 02 (PTI):

China is struggling to
find enough trained pilots
to operate fighter jets
from aircraft carriers,
prompting its navy with
two aircraft carriers com-
missioned and another
launched in June, to speed
up the pilot training pro-
gramme, a media report
here said. The People’s
Liberation Army Navy
(PLAN) is struggling to
meet increased demand
for qualified ship-borne
fighter jet pilots to operate
the specially made J-15
jets for the aircraft carri-
ers.

The PLAN has sped up
carrier-based fighter jet
pilot training pro-
grammes in the decade
since the commissioning

of its first aircraft carrier,
the Liaoning, but its lack
of a fighter trainer specif-
ically designed for carri-
er-based operations has
hindered progress, ac-
cording to an article pub-
lished in Ordnance
Industry Science
Technology, a Chinese
military magazine.

With Fujian, China’s
third and most advanced
aircraft carrier, having
started sea trials last
week, the PLA needed at
least 200 qualified carrier-
based fighter jet pilots to
operate 130 ship-borne
aircraft, Beijing-based
naval expert Li Jie was
quoted as saying by the
Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post on
Saturday. The Fujian is
equipped with advanced

electromagnetic cata-
pults, similar to those on
the US supercarrier
Gerald R Ford, while
China’s first two carriers
featured ski-jump designs,
so the navy will have to
master a new aircraft
launch and recovery sys-
tem. Official media re-
ports say China plans to
produce more aircraft car-
riers to match the
strength of the US Navy.

“It’s full of challenges,
as aircraft design and
pilot training are among
the world’s most difficult
and complicated core
technologies which no
one will share with you,”
Li said. Defence experts
say that while China is
producing aircraft carri-
ers at a faster pace, it is
still a work in progress for

the J-15 carrier-based
fighter jets, which were
stated to be too heavy for
deployment on aircraft
carriers. China is rapidly
modernising its navy, al-
most launching a battle-
ship every month or two.

Dai Mingmeng, who
flew a J-15 prototype on its
maiden flight from the
deck of Liaoning on
November 3, 2012, when
he was 41, was one of the
first five Chinese pilots to
achieve ship-borne certifi-
cation. He and other sen-
ior carrier-capable pilots
are now training the lat-
est generation.

State-run China Central
Television said the navy
has directly recruited
cadets from high school
graduates aged between
16 and 19 since 2020.

China struggling to find enough trained pilots
for its three aircraft carriers

Washington, Oct 02 (PTI):

The anti-Sikh riots of 1984
mark “one of the darkest
years” in modern Indian his-
tory, a US Senator has said, as
he underlined the need to re-
member the atrocities com-
mitted against the Sikh com-
munity so that those respon-
sible may be held account-
able.

Violence erupted in Delhi
and other parts of the coun-
try after former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi was
assassinated by her Sikh
bodyguards on October 31,
1984. Over 3,000 Sikhs were
killed across India, mostly in
the national capital. “1984
marks one of the darkest
years in modern Indian histo-
ry. The world watched as sev-
eral violent incidents broke

out among ethnic groups in
India, with several notably
targeting the Sikh communi-
ty,” Senator Pat Toomey said
on the Senate floor. “Today we
are here to remember the
tragedy that commenced on
November 1, 1984, following
decades of ethnic tension be-
tween Sikhs in the Punjab
province and the central
Indian Government,” he said
recently. “To prevent future
human rights abuses, we
must recognise their past
forms. We must remember
the atrocities committed
against Sikhs so that those re-
sponsible may be held ac-
countable and that this type
of tragedy is not repeated
against the Sikh community
or other communities across
the globe,” Toomey, a
Republican, said. Senator

Toomey, who is a member of
the American Sikh
Congressional Caucus, said
Sikhism traces its nearly 600-
year history to the Punjab re-
gion of India. With nearly 30
million followers globally and
700,000 here in the US,
Sikhism is one of the world’s
major religions. Toomey said
he has personally witnessed
the spirit of Sikhs and has
come to better understand
the Sikh tradition that is
founded on equality, respect,
and peace.

It is clear that the presence
and contributions of Sikh
communities have thorough-
ly enriched their neighbour-
hoods across the country, he
said. He also mentioned the
community services ren-
dered by Sikhs in the US dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Meanwhile, nine Indian-
origin rights bodies here on
Saturday published an adver-
tisement in The New York
Times to raise the alleged “re-
ligious persecution, discrimi-
nation and deadly mob vio-
lence” against minorities in
India.

The advertisement was
published on the eve of the
birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

The nine bodies include
the American Muslim
Institution, Association of
Indian Muslims of America
Howard Cain, ICNA Council
for Social Justice, Dalit
Solidarity Forum Hindus for
Human Rights, Indian
American Muslim Council
International Society for
Peace and Justice and
American Sikh Council.

1984 marks ‘one of the darkest years’
in modern Indian history: US Senator

Houston, Oct 02 (PTI):

Favourable geology,
open data access, support-
ing policy regime and
ease of doing business
were the major drivers to
attract potential US play-
ers to invest in India’s en-
ergy and petroleum
growth wave during a
two-day investors meet
held here.

The investors meet
from September 28-29,
showcasing the lucrative
fiscal policies and con-
ducive environment of
energy and petroleum
(E&P) sector, that has
seen a paradigm shift in
policies aimed at attract-
ing investors for invest-
ment was organised by
Directorate General of

Hydrocarbons (DGH)
under the aegis of
Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas
(MoPNG) and facilitated
by Houston Consulate
General of India.

MoPNG Secretary
Pankaj Jain, in his
keynote address to poten-
tial investors from over 50
companies; oil and gas
majors, financial institu-
tions, private equity
firms, service providers
and academicians, made
a strong pitch to investors
interested in doing busi-
ness with India.

He discussed India’s
strength and role in the
global energy ecosystem
and highlighted India as
the destination of energy
opportunities.

Jain spoke on the latest
offering of discovered
fields, ease of doing busi-
ness for bidding and as-
sured an open-door policy
to resolve any issue faced
by the industry as he
sought foreign and pri-
vate investments to boost
domestic oil and gas pro-
duction.

“India is the world’s 4th
largest oil importer and
the demand is expected to
rise driven by an increase
in India’s per capita con-
sumption of energy
which currently stands at
one-third of the global av-
erage. India wants to be
the new destination for
global energy players. Oil
producers worldwide are
eager to gain a foothold in
India, where fuel demand

is expected to keep rising
as the country’s economy
grows,” he said.

“India is exploring the
multiple attractive oppor-
tunities in the energy sec-
tor as it seeks to ensure
reliable, affordable and
sustainable energy to its
growing population, 40
per cent of the working
age population is aged be-
tween 15-35 years. It is the
large growing economy
and will be the main driv-
er of rising demand for
energy over the next two
decades, accounting for 25
per cent of global
growth”.

“Being the 2nd largest
oil consumer, its oil con-
sumption or demand is
expected to rise to 450
MMT by 2040 from about

220MT in 2022. India, also
being the 2nd largest re-
finer in Asia with 23 re-
fineries, will increase its
refining capacity to 400
MMTPA by 2030 from cur-
rent 251.2 MMTPA,” he
said.

He said the Indian gov-
ernment has put in place
a liberal and transparent
policy wherein most sec-
tors are now open to FDI
under the automatic
route. In exploration ac-
tivities of oil and natural
gas fields as well 100 per
cent FDI is allowed under
the automatic route. The
measures by Government
of India have resulted in
India attracting its high-
est ever FDI inflow of
USD 83.57 billion during
2021-22, Jain said.

India makes strong pitch to major US firms
for investing in oil and gas production

Istanbul, Oct 02 (AP):

Turkish warplanes
“neutralised” 23 Kurdish
militants in a raid 140
kilometres (90 miles) in-
side Iraq, the Turkish
Defence Ministry said on
Sunday.

The ministry usually
refers to killed militants
as “neutralised.” It said
the number of casualties
in the mission in the Asos
region of northern Iraq,
which is controlled by the
autonomous Kurdistan
Regional Government,
was expected to rise.

A video accompanying
the ministry’s tweet
showed F-16 fighters tak-
ing off and a number of
explosions in a mountain-
ous area.

The ministry referred
to a statement from
Defence Minister Hulusi
Akar on Thursday in
which he said airstrikes
had hit 16 targets in the
Asos region.

Turkey has been con-
ducting a series of opera-
tions in northern Iraq
since 2019, saying the mili-
tary is targeting the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party,
or PKK, to prevent it from
launching cross-border at-
tacks on Turkey.

In April, Operation
Claw-Lock was launched,
which involves ground
and air forces.

The PKK has waged an
on-again, off-again insur-
gency against the Turkish
state since 1984, a conflict
that has killed tens of

thousands of people.
The group is listed as a

terrorist organisation by
Turkey, the United States
and the European Union.

The Defence Ministry
later said seven “terror-
ists” had been neutralized
in north Syria in response
to the killing of a Turkish
police officer in a missile
attack on Sunday.

The attack on a Turkish
base near Al Bab was car-
ried out by Kurdish mili-
tants from the People’s
Protection Units, or YPG,
according to official state-
ments. The YPG, which
helped in the US-led cam-
paign against the Islamic
State group, is linked to
the PKK but isn’t consid-
ered a terrorist group by
the US or the EU.

Turkey says 23 Kurdish militants
killed in Iraq airstrikes

Islamabad, Oct 02 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Cabinet on
Sunday formally decided
to launch legal action
against former premier
Imran Khan over his
audio leaks in which he
could allegedly be heard
discussing the controver-
sial US cypher and how to
exploit it to portray his
ouster in April as a con-
spiracy, according to a
media report.

Taking notice of the
leaks, the Cabinet on
September 30 formed a
committee over the audios
on September 30.

The committee on
Saturday recommended
legal action over the audio
leaks purportedly featur-
ing Khan and others.

“This is a matter of na-
tional security, which has

serious implications for
national interests and a
legal action in this regard
is vital,” recommended
the Cabinet committee.

The Cabinet approved
the summary through cir-
culation on Sunday, the
Geo News reported.

The Federal
Investigation Agency will
be given the task to probe
into the US cypher and the
audios.

In the two audio leaks,
Khan, ex-minister Asad
Umar, and then-principle
secretary Azam Khan
could allegedly be heard
discussing the US cypher
in a meeting and how to
use it in their interest.

In the first audio that

was leaked on Wednesday,
Khan was reportedly talk-
ing to Azam and directing
him to play with the
cypher.

In the second audio clip,
three Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party leaders,
including Umar, Shah
Mahmood Qureshi and
Azam could be heard talk-
ing about the American
cypher with Khan, the
party’s chairman.

US Assistant Secretary
of State for Central and
South Asia Donald Lu is
the central figure in
Khan’s claims about a US-
backed regime-change
conspiracy.

Khan accused Lu of
threatening Pakistan’s for-
mer ambassador to the US,
Asad Majeed, that a failure
to remove Khan through a
no-confidence vote would
herald “consequences” for
Pakistan and vice versa.

Khan was ousted from
power in April after losing
a no-confidence vote in his
leadership, which he al-

leged was part of a US-led
conspiracy targeting him
because of his independ-
ent foreign policy deci-
sions on Russia, China
and Afghanistan.

Khan used the cypher to
portray his downfall in
April as a conspiracy by
the US and widely use this
narrative in public rallies.
He also calls the current
government “imported”.

The 69-year-old crick-
eter-turned-politician is
the only Pakistani Prime
Minister to be ousted in a
no-confidence vote in
Parliament.

The US has denied any
role in his ouster.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
Mus lim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader Maryam
Nawaz Sha rif on
Saturday expressed her
discontent with the gov-
ernment led by Prime
Minister She h baz Sharif
over its failure to arrest
Khan despite a “litany of
charges” that “merited his
detention”.

Pak Cabinet approves legal
action against Imran Khan
Over leaked ‘foreign
conspiracy’ cypher
audios

Harsha Kakar

F
ew nations expected Russia to launch an all-out offensive against
Ukraine. It has been seven months and Russia appears bogged down.

Any exit strategy which Russia would have initially considered has van-
ished into thin air. With Ukraine unwilling for talks, Russia has no solution.
This was acknowledged by Putin in his conversation with Modi in
Samarkand. In desperation and aware that he is on slippery ground, Putin
announced partial mobilization and plans for annexing the region captured
by Russia, which comprises 15% of Ukraine, through a fake referendum,
which will be globally questioned. The war is proving costly for Russia in
military losses, affordability and global standing, but it has no alternatives,
except to bash on. Ukrainian resistance including its counter offensive will
ensure Russia remains embroiled. For  Europe, a Russia bogged in a second
Afghanistan is a blessing, as threats to it reduce. Hence, military and  fi-
nancial support for Ukraine from European nations continues, though their
own economies falter due to rising oil and gas prices. Russian officials have
also hinted at Putin’s intent to recreate Greater Russia, implying including
nations of  erstwhile USSR into its fold.This concept was leaked in a deleted
social media post by former Russian President, Dmitry Medvedev,who
mentioned that post Ukraine, Moscow may target northern Kazakhstan.
This caused concern in erstwhile USSR nations, including those currently
part of NATO. Kazakhstan and Georgia are probablyamongst the first
which could be in Moscow’s crosshairs. Georgia has  always been consid-
ered by Russia as an integral part of it. Since the 2008 Russian invasion of
Georgia, the UShas hesitated in granting it NATO membership.
Kazakhstan, though a member of CSTO (Collective Security Treaty
Organization) and a nation which employed  Russian troops to quell an up-
rising in Jan this year is inching closer to China to ensure its own survival.
This was evident in the joint statement issued post the recent visit to Xi
Jinping to Almaty. The statement mentioned, ‘China firmly supports the
path of development chosen by Kazakhstan.’ It hinted at ensuring
Kazakhstan’s independence. China’s investments in the country are a pos-
sible assurance for Kazakhstan. Armenia, a close Russian ally, whom
Russia failed to back in its conflict with Azerbaijan in end 2020, is having
second thoughts of its alliance with Russia, especially after Ukraine. Russia
is unable to intervene and stop  Azerbaijan forces from expanding the con-
flict as they remain bogged in Ukraine. The US exploited this scenario with
Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representatives, visiting Yerevan re-
cently. She is the highest-ranking  US official to visit Armenia since its inde-
pendence in 1991. The US is attempting to pull Armenia away from Russian
influence, further denting Moscow’s region of dominance. 

Sanctions against Russia are impacting its economy. Spare parts for de-
fence equipment are in short supply. Russia  is seeking them from its few
remaining allies. Thus, Russia’s dependence on China is bound to rise.
China will be the market for Russian exports as also the base for imports.
Ukraine is impacting Russia in multiple ways  including loss of its sphere of
dominance, allies, global military reputation and ability to influence the re-
gion. Western backing to Ukraine has proved that weaker nations can hold
powerful adversaries at bay if adequately  supported. This sends a mes-
sage to China that any attempt to forcibly occupy Taiwan will result in
Taipei being pumped with weapons. Biden’s recent comment that the US
could intervene militarily in Taiwan only in case of a Chinese offensive,
though it would never encourage Taiwanese independence, puts spokes in
Chinese plans. Putin backing China on Taiwan and reiterating its one-China
policy, while Xi not mentioning Ukraine, in their  recent discussion in
Samarkand, indicates a shift in favour of China. It may enhance Xi’s confi-
dence in handling Taiwan as also on offensive designs against other neigh-
bours, including India. Akin to Putin attempting to recreate a Greater
Russia, Xi is seeking to regain all territories China considers its own into a
Greater China. The Chinese conducting exercises off the coast of Taiwan,
threatening the island of impending attacks, firing  missiles into Japanese
waters as also salami slicing along its land borders with India, Nepal and
Bhutan are an indicator of increased Chinese aggressiveness. Criticizing
Russian actions by Modi was not aimed at currying favour from the west
but a realization that a  weakening Russia, dependent on China would no
longer be able to back India in containing Chinese  aggressiveness. Russia
supported India during the Ladakh standoff,as also provided the platform
where Indian and Chinese foreign and defence ministers met to cool down
tempers but would no longer.This shift was visible when the Russian
Ambassador to India, Denis Alipov, stated in an interview last weekend, ‘we
see this (standoff along the LAC) as a bilateral matter between India and
China. We do not want to get involved in the resolution of bilateral disputes
between the two countries.’ While the west remains supportive of India, it
will however always exploit India’s conflict with China. In this context India
may seek closer ties with QUAD nations than either the SCO, BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India  and China) or RIC (Russia, India, China) groupings.
Ultimately, India must stand on its own, especially when dealing with a
Pak-China combination. The scenario for India is changing and it needs to
accept reality and change its global ties accordingly.The adage of ‘no per-
manent friends or enemies, only permanent interests,’ must remain the
bedrock of Indian foreign policy.
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Landmark judgment 
The landmark judgment

by the Supreme Court, ex-
tending abortion rights to
single women for up to 24
weeks of pregnancy comes
as a huge relief to them.
The apex court ruling gains
more significance viewed
from the perspective that
earlier this year the US
Supreme Court had over-
turned the 1973 Roe v. Wade
abortion right, paving the
way for many states in the
country to ban or restrict
women's access to abor-
tions. Termination of preg-
nancy has always been a
cultural, religious and emo-
tional issue in most cul-
tures, and any questions
asked about it can be dis-
turbing and traumatizing.
There should be no distinc-
tion between a married
woman and an unmarried
woman when it comes to all
citizens' equal right to care
and compassion. The SC's
verdict shall always be a wa-
tershed moment in India's
legal history. But it remains
to be seen how far our socie-
ty shall support the liberty
of Indian women on their
bodies as mental attitudes
do not change fast.
Ranganathan Sivakumar

Victimising victims
Rape victims need legal,

social, economic and psy-
chological support. Serious
efforts are needed to combat
rape crime; and if it does
occur, society must not fur-
ther victimise the victim.
Whenever something goes
wrong, women are blamed
for transgressing social
norms, and thereby jeopar-
dising their safety.
Patriarchy encourages men
to believe that they are su-
perior to women. Even the
media and entertainment
industry thrive on the ob-
jectification of women, es-
pecially in item songs. We
need to stop the commodifi-
cation of women. More
than a lack of education,
there is a lack of will to in-
stil in boys that girls are not
there to serve their needs,
and that they should be
treated with respect, and as
equals.
Devina Badhwar, Rohtak

Not the same as Hindi
Can English language

boast of equivalents of all
Hindi words? English does
not have the equivalent of
some consonants and vowels
of Hindi. Every language of
the world borrows from
other languages that come
into its contact. English has
borrowed several words. To
mention a few: the Raj, raja,
mantra, etc., find mention in
the Oxford Dictionary. Only
few words of English are
used in Hindi. In fact, we
have a mentality to assimi-
late any language of our
rulers and start praising the
same for its currency. We
ought to feel proud of our
past, even as we move to-
wards the future.

LR Sharma, Sundernagar
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with young supporters during the 'Bharat Jodo Yatra', in Mysuru district, Sunday, Oct. 2.

BHARAT JODO YATRA

T he Reserve Bank's decision to hike the interest rate by half a per-
centage point is on expected lines. The RBI raised the policy rate by

50 bps as expected, aligning itself to aggressive monetary tightening glob-
ally. Experts say another increase by 50-60 basis points is likely this fiscal
due to sticky  inflation.  Given  the  global  adverse conditions, the pressure
on the rupee is likely to persist and hence the need for continued rate hikes.
Inflation worries are also likely to continue from a seasonal food price shock
and demand conditions gathering momentum. Thus a rate hike of another
50-60 bps in the current cycle seems feasible.  While  raising  the  key  short-
term lending rate (repo), the Reserve Bank said the consumer price index
(CPI) based inflation would remain at around 6 per cent in the second half
of the current financial year. The central bank has raised the key interest
rate by 190 basis points since May this year, taking the repo rate to a three-
year high of 5.9 per cent. In an off-cycle policy, the RBI had raised the repo
rate by 40 basis points in April and then effected a 50 basis point increase
each in the scheduled monetary policy reviews in June, August and
September (the latest). The rupee has depreciated by 7.4 per cent against
the US dollar in the current fiscal amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war and
slowdown in several major economies. In a scenario such as this, the cost of
borrowing will increase, therefore pushing banks and other financial institu-
tions to increase  their  lending  rates,  making  EMIs costlier than before.
With the rate hike, home loan rates  will  increase.  Experts  advised  people
opting for home loans to be very cautious and calculative in times such as
these and asked borrowers  to  prepay  a  part  of  their  loan outstanding
with surplus funds or increase their EMIs so as to cushion the overall inter-
est outflow. Interestingly, the demand in the housing market continues to
remain robust despite subsequent rate hikes. In fact, in many cities, it is
improving. This, there may not be any major impact in the scenario  even
after the RBI decision. However, with home rates hovering between 8-9 per
cent, further tightening, if  any, will start to impact  the  sector  and  there-
by  the  overall economy. Consumer loan rates on all home, car, personal,
and education loans on floating rates will become more expensive. New
borrowers will have to take loans at a higher price compared to last week.
At a time like this, it is advisable to pre-pay in any shape and form to con-
trol interest outflow. With pre-payment, borrowers may feel the pinch in
the short term, but they will be better off once the rate cycle reverses.The
overall impression is that the RBI move will help tame the increased infla-
tionary pressure and improve foreign capital inflow to arrest the declining
value of  the rupee against the US dollar. The recent correction in global
commodity prices including crude oil, if sustained, may ease some cost
pressure in the coming months.

RBI decision on expected
lines, more hike in offing

Changing scenario for
India post Ukraine

H ydrogen is used mainly to
make chemicals such as

fertiliser, and in oil refineries.
Most hydrogen in the world
today is made from natural gas
or coal methods associated with
large carbon dioxide emissions.
Developed countries are there-
fore looking to "green hydrogen"
instead produced using renew-
able electricity such as solar and
wind power. Energy experts Rod
Crompton and Bruce Young ex-
plain green hydrogen's potential
benefits and challenges. Global
hydrogen demand reached 94
million tons in 2021, and con-
tained energy equal to about 2.5
per cent of global final energy
consumption. Only about 0.1 per
cent of current global hydrogen
production is green, but big ex-
pansions are planned. New ap-
plications for green hydrogen
are also envisaged. Liebreich's
classification is a useful indica-
tor of the potential markets for
green hydrogen.

Since the objective of using
green hydrogen is really to re-
duce carbon dioxide, the appli-
cations to target first should be
those that will yield the largest
reductions in emissions.
Liebreich's ladder shows which
they are. The applications in
the (green) top row are an effi-
cient use of valuable green hy-
drogen. But green hydrogen
currently costs much more to
make than less clean types of

hydrogen. Using it to produce
the 180 million tons per annum
of ammonia required globally
for fertiliser production would
have a severe knock-on effect
on food prices. So it is difficult
to see how this transition is
going to occur. Green hydrogen
is made from water. Using re-
newable ("green") electricity,
equipment called electrolysers
separates the hydrogen from
oxygen in water (H2O). The
process is called electrolysis.
Green hydrogen production
emits no carbon dioxide, but
the construction of renewable
electricity infrastructure cur-
rently uses fossil fuels, which
do emit carbon dioxide.

Hydrogen has traditionally
been made from non-renewable
energy sources like coal ("black
hydrogen") and natural gas
("grey hydrogen"). When these
methods are combined with car-
bon capture and storage, the hy-
drogen produced is known as
"blue hydrogen". Although the
costs of renewable power gener-
ation have been coming down,
the cost of electrolysis is still not
commercially competitive.
Today, green hydrogen has an es-
timated energy equivalent cost
of between USD 250 and USD 400
per barrel of oil at the factory
gate, according to the
International Renewable Energy
Agency. Future cost reductions
are forecast but these are uncer-
tain. Current oil prices are
around USD 100 a barrel much
less than it would cost to use
green hydrogen instead of con-
ventional petroleum products.

The costs of transporting hy-
drogen must be taken into ac-
count too. Unfortunately, the
physics of hydrogen is against
low-cost hydrogen transport. It
is much more challenging than
oil-based liquid fuels, liquefied
petroleum gas or liquefied natu-
ral gas. Ocean transport of hy-

drogen has to be at very low tem-
peratures (-253 C). Petrol or
diesel doesn't need costly refrig-
eration: it is transported at am-
bient air temperature. And hy-
drogen carries only 25 per cent
of the energy that a litre of
petrol does, making it much
more expensive to transport and
store the same amount of ener-
gy. Alternative ways to transport
hydrogen have been investigat-
ed. Because ammonia (NH3) is
much easier and cheaper to
transport than hydrogen, the
International Renewable
Energy Agency has recommend-
ed "storing" hydrogen in ammo-
nia for shipping. But that re-
quires additional equipment to
put the hydrogen into ammonia
and strip it out at its destination.

These processes add costs of
about USD2.50-USD4.20/kg
(equivalent to USD123-USD207
per barrel of oil) according to
the agency. Hydrogen is more
difficult to handle than conven-
tional fossil fuels. It is a colour-
less, odourless and tasteless gas,
unlike conventional hydrocar-
bons. This makes leak detection
more difficult and increases the
risk of fire or explosion.
Hydrogen fires are invisible to
the human eye. Historically, hy-
drogen has been controlled
within factory perimeters and
managed by trained people. The
widespread introduction of hy-
drogen into society will require
new measures and skills, in-
cluding insurance, materials
handling, firefighting and dis-
aster management.
Construction of the first gi-
gawatt scale green hydrogen
project in Saudi Arabia has al-
ready started. Many of the pio-
neering projects will be built in
the southern hemisphere, most-
ly in developing countries. This
is because they are less densely
populated and have better re-
newable energy resources

(solar and wind) for generating
the necessary electricity.

Although this may sound pos-
itive for developing countries,
there are big risks in developing
hydrogen mega projects. For
one thing, the "iron law" of
megaprojects states: "Over
budget, over time, under bene-
fits, over and over again".
Project owners bear the project
execution risk. Risks also in-
clude exchange rate risk, re-
mote locations, pioneering tech-
nology, and a lack of skills.
Prospective host countries will
have to balance these risks
against the temptations of im-
proved investment, employment
and balance of payments. They
would be wise to extract guaran-
tees from their customer coun-
tries so as to avoid the injustice
of the global south subsidising
the global north as it transitions
to cleaner energy. South Africa
now has a "Hydrogen Roadmap"
after many years of government
funding.

There is talk by the energy
company Sasol and vehicle
manufacturer Toyota of a
"Hydrogen Valley", a geographi-
cal corridor of concentrated hy-
drogen manufacture and appli-
cation industries. And the
South African government and
Sasol are talking of establishing
a new port on the west coast at
Boegoebaai for the manufacture
and export of green hydrogen.
In Nelson Mandela Bay, Hive
Hydrogen is planning a USD 4.6
billion green ammonia plant.
Namibia also has big plans for a
USD 10 billion green hydrogen
project. The key to reducing
green hydrogen costs in the fu-
ture lies mainly in technological
improvements and cost reduc-
tions related to mass manufac-
ture and a scale-up in electroly-
sis. And to a lesser extent, incre-
mental cost reductions in trans-
port and handling.

Green hydrogen sounds like a 
win for developing countries

R esearchers at the
Indian Institute of

Science (IISc) have joined
hands with AIIMS
Rishikesh to create an algo-
rithm that can help decipher
brain scans and identify the
occurrence and type of
epilepsy. The development
has the potential to do away
with the current practice of
manual evaluation of
Electroence-phalogram
(EEG) which can be often te-
dious and sometimes lead to
errors.

Epilepsy is a neurological
condition where the brain
emits sudden bursts of elec-
trical signals in a short
amount of time, resulting in
seizures, fits and sometimes
even death. Based on the
point of origin of the brain's
erratic signals, epilepsy is
classified as either focal or
generalised epilepsy. Focal
epilepsy occurs when the er-
ratic signals are confined to
a specific region in the brain.
If the signals are at random

locations, then it is termed as
generalised epilepsy, an IISc
statement said.

"The research aims to dif-
ferentiate EEG of normal
subjects from epileptic
EEGs. Additionally, the de-
veloped algorithm attempts
to identify the types of
seizures. Our work is to help
the neurologists make an ef-
ficient and quick automated
screening and diagnosis,"
says Hardik J. Pandya,
Assistant Professor at the
Department of Electronic
Systems Engineering
(DESE) and the correspon-
ding author of the study pub-
lished in Biomedical Signal
Processing and Control.

During the course of their
study, the team noted a novel
algorithm that can sift
through EEG data and iden-
tify signatures of epilepsy
from the electrical signal pat-
terns. After initial training,
the algorithm was able to de-
tect whether a human sub-
ject could have epilepsy or

not -- based on these patterns
in their respective analyses --
with a high degree of accura-
cy, the researchers say.

To develop and train the
algorithm, the researchers
first examined EEG data
from 88 human subjects ac-
quired at AIIMS Rishikesh.
Each subject underwent a
45-minute EEG test, divided
into two parts: an initial 10-
minute test when the subject
was awake, which included
photic stimulation and hy-
perventilation, followed by a
35-minute sleep period when
the subject was asked to
sleep.

Next, the team analysed
this data and classified dif-
ferent wave patterns into
sharp signals, spikes and
slow waves. Spikes are pat-
terns where a signal rises
and falls within a very short
duration of time (70 millisec-
onds), while sharps are
those with rises and falls
spread over a slightly longer
duration (250 milliseconds)

and slow waves have a much
longer duration (400 mil-
liseconds).

An epileptic subject shows
a different set of patterns
compared to a healthy indi-
vidual. The researchers de-
veloped an algorithm to cal-
culate the total number of
sharp waves -- the
Cumulative Sharp Count --
and use this as a parameter
to detect if the subject is
epileptic or not (a higher
value indicates a greater
chance that the subject is
epileptic).

The algorithm also calcu-
lates the sum of areas under
the spikes and sharp curves
to distinguish between focal
and generalised epilepsy (a
greater value indicates gen-
eralised epilepsy as opposed
to focal epilepsy, which has a
lower value). The re-
searchers add that the study
shows a way to identify ab-
sence seizures (those that in-
volve a brief, sudden lapse of
consciousness), using a

Cumulative Spike-Wave
Count; in some cases, these
absence seizures are critical
and can be fatal.

The team then ran their al-
gorithm on a new set of EEG
data from subjects for whom
the classification (whether
they had epilepsy, and if so,
what type of epilepsy they
had) was already known to
the doctors. This blind vali-
dation study successfully
classified the subjects accu-
rately in nearly 91 per cent of
the cases.

"We hope to refine this fur-
ther by testing on more data
to consider more variabili-
ties of human EEGs until we
reach the point where this
becomes completely transla-
tional and robust," says
Rathin K. Joshi, a PhD stu-
dent in DESE and first au-
thor of the study. IISc said
that a patent has been filed
for the work and the algo-
rithm is being tested for its
reliability by physicians at
AIIMS Rishikesh.

IISc team develops algorithm to detect seizures
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Investment

Hyderabad:
Telangana has attract-
ed over 2.5 lakh crore
in investment across
various sectors in the
last 8 years due to
business-friendly poli-
cies and atmosphere,
state Industries
Minister KT Rama
Rao said. Rao — who
also holds the portfo-
lio of Telangana
Minister for
Commerce, IT and
Urban Development
— made the remarks
in a reply to a ques-
tion on state invest-
ment policies. “We
gave more than 20,000
clearances (to busi-
ness proposals) in last
8 years through TS
iPass attracting more
than Rs 2.5 lakh crore
of investment and cre-
ated 1.6 million or 16
crore direct job oppor-
tunities,” he told PTI
in an interview. Under
the TS iPass or
Telangana State
Industrial Policy, an
investor is given all
clearances within 15
days, Rao said.

100 stores
Chennai: NR Group,
manufacturers of
Cycle Pure
Agarbathies, has
drawn up aggressive
expansion plans that
includes opening 100
stores by 2024 besides
tapping the online
market to boost sales,
according to a top
company official. The
Mysuru-based NR
Group is known for
the popular Cycle
brand of agarbathis
(incense sticks) and
also diversified into
other products like
sambrani, turmeric,
kumkum among oth-
ers, company
Managing Director
Arjun Ranga said
here. “Cycle - as a
brand is known for
agarbathis (incense
sticks) but we are into
other products also.
We want to be known
as a prayer-and-fra-
grance brand and not
just an agarbathi
brand,” he told PTI.

Green hydrogen
production

New Delhi: Research
and development
(R&D) activities are
needed to bring down
the production cost of
green hydrogen as
India aims to become
a manufacturing hub
of the new energy,
NSEFI Chairman R
Mehta said. Today the
cost of per kg green
hydrogen is as high as
USD 5, he said at
Global Green
Hydrogen Conference
in Greater Noida,
Uttar Pradesh. Many
PSUs and leading
Indian corporates
have announced their
large green energy in-
vestment plans,
Mehta said in a ses-
sion at the event, ac-
cording to a media
statement issued by
National Solar Energy
Federation of India
(NSEFI).

New Delhi, Oct 02:  

Amid concerns in cer-
tain quarters over the
pace of the insolvency res-
olution process, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman  said that one
can neither afford to have
the legislation “lose its
sheen” nor let early stress
warnings go unnoticed.
The minister, who is also
in charge of the corporate
affairs ministry, touched
upon the disruptions
being faced by companies
due to global develop-
ments and emphasised
that “we have to keep our
ears very close to the
ground to know actually
what is developing in the
system (due to global de-
velopments)”. In the con-
text of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC),
which provides for a mar-
ket-linked and time-bound
resolution of distressed
companies, Sitharaman
stressed the importance of
resolution professionals

and that the efforts are
more to keep companies
as going concern.

“I want all of us, includ-
ing me, to be conscious
that we cannot afford to
have IBC lose its sheen...
whatever it takes for all of
us to keep it (IBC) as
sparkling as it was when
we brought it...,” she said
while speaking at a func-
tion here to celebrate the
sixth annual day of IBBI.
Her comments come
against the backdrop of
reports and concerns ex-
pressed in certain quar-
ters about delays and sig-
nificant haircuts taken by
creditors in certain insol-
vency resolution process-
es. While noting that
delay is the first big cul-
prit in the erosion of the
value of assets, the minis-
ter also said that compa-
nies in distress cannot be
treated with indifference
or even with the delay.
IBBI should be kept on its
toes so that it can bring in
the required interven-

tions, which will be a criti-
cal area for years to come.
“We cannot afford to have
early stress warnings
which are coming up go
unnoticed,” she said.

The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of
India (IBBI) is a key insti-
tution in implementing
IBC, which is helping in
addressing financial
stress among companies
since coming into force in
2016.

According to the minis-
ter, IBC and IBBI are fac-
ing a very different world
post the pandemic where
there are global disrup-
tions that have nothing to
do with the country, im-
pacting companies.

“... the disruptions due
to the global developments
that are having on us are
also bringing a situation
where many of the banks
themselves are wondering
how they are going to take
it further (in terms of) dis-
tress some of the clients
are feeling,” she said.

We cannot afford to have IBC lose
its sheen, says Nirmala Sitharaman

New Delhi, Oct 02: 

The next generation
high-speed 5G services
will bring fundamental
changes across several
sectors, including educa-
tion, health, agriculture
and banking, Telecom
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on
Saturday. The minister
also said that 5G will cre-
ate new services with dig-
ital capabilities at the cen-
tre. “Telecom is a gateway
of Digital India. Telecom
is the root of all digital
services that we are see-
ing in our modern life. 5G
services will bring funda-
mental change in several
sectors - education,
health, agriculture, logis-
tics, and banking. It will
create new opportuni-
ties,” Vaishnaw noted.
The 5G service was
launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
at India Mobile Congress
on Saturday. The minister
said the Prime Minister

gave a challenge of devel-
oping indigenous technol-
ogy for 4G and 5G, and
India is marching ahead
in the technology develop-
ment, and now the world
is looking at Indian tele-
com technology. Modi
launched a crucial 5G net-
work gear — 5G Non-
Standalone (NSA) core,

indigenously designed
and developed by state-
run C-DOT. Centre for
Development of
Telematics (C-DOT) said
that end-to-end 5G call
was demonstrated using
C-DOT 5G NSA Core in-
stalled at BSNL
Chandigarh and 5G Radio
Access Network (RAN),

developed in collabora-
tion with Wisig Networks,
VVDN Technologies and
Radisys India. The indus-
try lauded the govern-
ment’s move to launch 5G
services in the country,
terming it a transforma-
tion step for industrial de-
velopment.

“It is a generational
leap that can help in-
crease the telecom sec-
tor’s contribution to GDP
to 8-9 per cent from 6.5 per
cent presently,” Ficci
Director General Arun
Chawla said. Ficci
IT/ITeS Committee chair-
person Rahul Sharma
said it is anticipated that
5G technology will add
USD 450 billion to the
Indian economy between
2023 and 2040. “The poten-
tial of 5G in India is gen-
uinely transformative.
Once built, it will accom-
modate up to one million
connected devices per
square kilometre com-
pared with only 2,000
under 4G,” Chawla said.

5G services will bring fundamental change
in several sectors: Ashwini Vaishnaw

Union Minister for Communications and Electronics &
Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw during the
6th India Mobile Congress, at Pragati Maidan in New
Delhi, Sunday, Oct. 2.

New Delhi, Oct 02: 

Petrol and diesel sales
in India jumped in
September as economic
activity picked up with
the nearing festival sea-
son and the ending of the
monsoon raised the de-
mand, preliminary indus-
try data showed.

Petrol sales soared 13.2
per cent to 2.65 million
tonnes in September
when compared to 2.34
million tonnes of con-
sumption in the same
month last year. Sales
were 20.7 per cent higher
than Covid-marred
September 2020 and 23.3
per cent more than pre-
pandemic September 2019.
Demand was, however, 1.9
per cent lower than the
previous month of August
2022. Diesel, the most used

fuel in the country, posted
a handsome 22.6 per cent
rise in sales in September
to 5.99 million tonnes
when compared to the
same month last year.
Consumption was up 23.7
per cent over September
2020 and nearly 15 per cent

higher than pre-Covid
2019. The fuel, which had
seen a near 5 per cent drop
in sales in August when
compared to the previous
month of July, saw de-
mand rise 1.3 per cent
month-on-month.

Industry sources said
the ending of monsoon
rains in most parts of the
country and a pick up in
agriculture season led to a
rise in diesel demand.
Rains usually restrict mo-
bility and demand from
the farm sector, which
uses diesel in irrigation
pumps and trucking.

Also, the approaching
festival season led to a
pick-up in economic activ-
ity and a rise in demand.
Auto fuel sales had dipped
in July and August owing
to the monsoon and re-
duced demand.

Petrol, diesel sales jump in Sep
as festival season approaches

New Delhi, Oct 02:

Concessional import
duties on specified edible
oils are in place till March
2023, the food ministry
said on Sunday. This deci-
sion was taken on August
31, 2022 by the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC) in
order to boost domestic
supply and keeping retail
prices under control. The
food ministry in its latest
statement said that the
CBIC’s decision of extend-
ing existing concessional
import duties on specified
edible oils is in place till
March 2023. “The conces-
sional customs duty on ed-
ible oil import has been ex-
tended by another 6
months, which means
that the new deadline will
now be March 2023,” the
statement said. The min-

istry also said that domes-
tic edible oil prices have
been on a declining trend
driven by a fall in global
prices. With falling global
rates and lower import du-
ties, retail prices of edible
oils have fallen consider-
ably in India. According to
the statement, the current
duty structure on crude
palm oil, RBD Palmolein,
RBD palm oil, crude soy-
bean oil, refined soybean
oil, crude sunflower oil
and refined sunflower oil
remains unchanged till
March 31, 2023. The import
duty on crude varieties of
palm oil, soyabean oil and
sunflower oil is currently
zero. However, after taking
into account 5 per cent
agri cess and 10 per cent
social welfare cess, the ef-
fective duty on crude vari-
eties of these three edible
oils is 5.5 per cent.

Concessional import duties on 

edible oils in place till March 2023 

New Delhi, Oct 02:
Vodafone Idea, the coun-
try’s struggling third tele-
com player, plans to begin
the journey to roll out 5G
services, matching rivals
Reliance Jio and Bharti
Airtel, but the firm has of-
fered no specific timeline
for the launch or coverage
of the ultra high-speed in-
ternet services. Aditya
Birla Group Chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla

on Saturday pledged the
telco’s commitment to tak-
ing India on “the new pace
of country’s digital jour-
ney” while speaking at the
inauguration of India
Mobile Congress 2022 and
launch of 5G services in
the country by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
“We will soon begin 5G
rollout journey. We will
leverage our strong pres-
ence in rural India, our en-
terprise customers, our
tech partners, and global
experience of Vodafone
Group for progressively
rolling out our 5G network
and services in the coming
period,” Birla said.

Unlike its rivals
Reliance Jio and Airtel
that outlined firm time-
lines for the launch of 5G
services, Vodafone Idea
did not disclose any roll-
out schedule or timeframe.

Voda Idea says its 5G rollout
journey will begin soon

New Delhi, Oct 02: 

Robust festive demand
coupled with better pro-
duction due to easing of
semiconductor supplies
helped the domestic pas-
senger vehicle industry
post its best-ever monthly
sales performance in
September. The industry
volumes in September
stood at 3,55, 946 units, reg-
istering an year-on-year
increase of 91 per cent, en-
abling the second quarter
sales to cross the 10-lakh
sales mark. Leading au-
tomakers Maruti Suzuki,
Hyundai and Tata Motors
were able to improve their
dispatches to dealers last
month on the back of im-
proved production with
the easing of chip short-

age situation. The coun-
try’s largest carmaker
Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
said its total domestic pas-
senger vehicle wholesales
stood at 1,48,380 units last
month as compared to
63,111 units in September
last year. “It is the second
best month for the compa-
ny in 42 months,” MSI

Senior Executive Director
(Marketing & Sales)
Shashank Srivastava told
reporters. The best month
for the auto major was
October 2020 when it had
dispatched 1,63,000 units
in the domestic market, he
added. Similarly, sales in
the compact segment, in-
cluding models such as

Swift, Celerio, Ignis,
Baleno and Dzire, rose to
72,176 units as against
20,891 cars in September
2021. Similarly, sales of
utility vehicles, including
Grand Vitara, Brezza and
Ertiga, rose to 32,574 units
as compared with 18,459
vehicles in the year-ago
month, MSI said.

Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Managing
Director Shailesh
Chandra said the compa-
ny attained its highest
ever monthly sales of
47,654 last month led by
record sales of Nexon and
Punch. “Going forward,
we expect the festive sea-
son will witness strong re-
tails on the back of im-
proving supply of vehi-
cles,” he added.

Auto sales on ascending track riding
on festive cheer, smooth chip supplies New Delhi, Oct 02: 

Equity market will be
guided by global trends,
macroeconomic data an-
nouncement and foreign
fund movement in a holi-
day-shortened week
ahead, analysts said.
Movement of the rupee
and Brent crude oil will
also remain in focus this
week, they added.

“The bulls need some
support from global mar-
kets to continue Friday’s
momentum. The geopoliti-
cal situation, macro num-
bers from the USA, direc-
tion of the US dollar
index, and bond yields
will be key factors to
watch out for at the global
level,” Santosh Meena,
Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd,
said. Bouncing back after

seven straight sessions of
decline, the 30-share BSE
benchmark jumped
1,016.96 points or 1.80 per
cent to settle at 57,426.92
on Friday. The broader
NSE Nifty climbed 276.25
points or 1.64 per cent to
end at 17,094.35.

“Institutional flows will
play a critical role in the
direction of the market.
We will have a truncated
week as markets will re-
main shut on Wednesday
on account of Dussehra,”
Meena said. PMI
(Purchasing Managers’
Index) data for the manu-
facturing sector is sched-
uled to be announced on
Monday, while the servic-
es sector data will be out
on Thursday. “This week
is a holiday-shortened one
and marks the beginning
of the new month also so

important data like auto
sales, S&P manufacturing
PMI and S&P services
PMI will be in focus.
Besides, performance of
the global markets, FIIs
trend, and movement in
currency and crude will
also remain on partici-
pants’ radar,” said Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd. Last
week, the Sensex shed 672
points or 1.15 per cent,
while the Nifty lost 233
points or 1.34 per cent.
Amol Athawale, Deputy
Vice President - Technical
Research, Kotak
Securities Ltd, said, global
macro factors will contin-
ue to dictate the domestic
market sentiment going
ahead as any fresh spell of
negative news could once
again trigger the down-
ward spiral.

Global factors, macroeconomic data to drive 

markets in holiday-shortened week ahead: Analysts

New Delhi, Oct 02: 

Bharti Airtel’s 5G serv-
ice will be available in
eight cities from Saturday,
its chairman Sunil Bharti
Mittal said at India Mobile
Congress. With this,
Bharti Airtel has become
the first company to
launch 5G services in the
country.

“When you (Prime
Minister) will launch 5G
today. 5G from Airtel will
be available in 8 cities -
Delhi, Mumbai, Varanasi,
Bangalore and other
cities,” Mittal said. He also
said that Airtel will roll
out 5G services in several
cities across the country
by March 2023 and across
India by March 2024.
Mittal lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

understanding of technol-
ogy and connecting it with
the nation’s progress. “We
are proud and very fortu-
nate that we have amongst
us a leader who under-
stands technology meticu-
lously. Many leaders ap-
preciate technology but its
granular understanding
and linking it for the
progress of the country,
according to me what
Modi Ji can do no one else
will be able to do,” he said.
He also acknowledged the
contribution of Reliance
Industries Limited chair-
man and managing direc-
tor Mukesh Ambani to the
growth of 4G. “I would like
to remind Mukesh
(Ambani) when he gave a
lot of pace to 4G and we
had run very fast to catch
up with it. When COVID

hit, the pulse of this na-
tion did not stop even for a
minute. Our work contin-
ued round the clock and its
credit goes to Digital
Mission,” Mittal said. He
said that the Prime
Minister gave the slogan of
startups, which led to the
creation of unicorns every
month.

“I believe that with 5G
hundreds of used cases
will create thousands of
entrepreneurs and dozens
of new unicorns,” he said.
According to a senior com-
pany official, Airtel 5G
services will be available
at existing 4G rates and a
new tariff for 5G will be
announced after some
time. The officer said the
5G services are also being
launched in Chennai,
Hyderabad and Siliguri.

Airtel announces launch 
of 5G service in 8 cities New Delhi, Oct 02:

Housing sales rose 87
per cent in January-
September across seven
cities to 2,72,709 units and
breached the transactions
clocked in entire 2019 pre-
COVID year on strong de-
mand, according to
Anarock. Sales stood at
1,45,651 units in the
January-September peri-
od of 2021. Property con-
sultant Anarock, which is
one of the leading housing
brokerage firms, tracks
primary sales of seven
major cities — Delhi-NCR,
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), Chennai,
Kolkata, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Pune. As
per the data, housing sales
in these seven cities in-
creased to 2,72,709 units
during January-
September this year from

1,45,651 units in the corre-
sponding period of the
previous year. The
January-September figure
of this calendar year is
higher than the 2,61,358
units sold during entire
2019. Sales plunged to
1,38,344 units in 2020 due to
the adverse impact of the
COVID-19 induced lock-

downs. India’s primary
housing market revived
last year on pent up de-
mand coupled with incen-
tives offered by some state
governments like
Maharashtra in the form
of lower stamp duty. As a
result, sales rose to 2,36,516
units in 2021 and the mo-
mentum has continued so

far this year. The impact of
rise in interest rates on
home loans — from a
decadal low of around 6.5
per cent to over 8 per cent
now — has not been felt so
far on the housing market.
The RBI has increased the
repo rate by 190 basis
points since May this year
to contain inflation.
Housing prices too have
gone up by at least 10 per
cent in the last one year.
Experts believe that the
pandemic has positively
impacted the concept of
home ownership, which
along with improved af-
fordability index, is driv-
ing sales. According to the
Anarock data, the sales of
residential properties in
Delhi-NCR more than dou-
bled to 49,138 units in
January-September from
22,478 units in the year-ago
period.

Housing sales up 87 pc in Jan-Sep in 7 cities: Anarock
Sales till Sep breach full 2019 figure

South actress
Sadaa’s take
on life: Only
objective is 
to be happy

A
ctress Sadaa, who
was a leading actress
in the Tamil and

Telugu film industries, said
that the only objective one
should ever have in life is to
feel happiness.

Taking to Instagram, the
actress, who has already

shared her thoughts on
how significant self-re-

spect is to her, on
Sunday wrote: "The

only objective
that one should
ever have in life
is to feel happy!

Find things, pas-
sions, people that

give you joy..."
"We've been told happi-

ness comes from within and
one shouldn't depend on ex-
ternal factors for feeling
good. But most often, it's not
practically possible to de-
tach from people and situa-
tions that are making you
unhappy. What do you do
then?" "Accepting and ac-
knowledging that momen-
tary unhappiness or dis-
pleasure and bouncing back
on other things that give
you joy, is the way to go in
such moments. Hope you'll
have a happy and joyful
Sunday!" Earlier, the actress
had expressed that caring
for oneself did not amount
to being selfish.

She had said: "Caring for
self, is not being selfish as
most people would like you
to believe. The ones who ex-
pect you to put them over
your self respect or happi-
ness, are the ones who are
actually selfish! Best to stay
away from them for your
own peace."

ACROSS

1. Computer info

5. Potato

9. Pile up

14. Lean against

15. Space org.

16. Speed

17. Pre-Easter season

18. Unlock

19. Goodbye, in Paris

20. Understood! (2 wds.)

21. Fertile desert spot

23. Summer drinks

24. Short snooze

26. Glossy paints

28. Winter toys

31. Blooming bush

33. Talking pet

35. Good sense

40. Related

41. ____ Witherspoon of "Legally

Blonde"

43. Knight's assistant

44. Zone

46. "The Texas Chainsaw ____"

48. ____ beef

50. Annoyed

51. Money makers

55. Picnic intruder

56. Burn-soothing plant

57. Bed supports

60. Dads' partners

64. Passport stamps

66. Way out

67. Correct copy

68. Critic Roger ____

69. She (Fr.)

70. Zero

71. Coward

72. Jury member

73. Stumble

DOWN

1. Painter Salvador ____
2. Fortas and Lincoln
3. Melody
4. Parking lot employee
5. Nosy person
6. Mama's spouse
7. Utilizes
8. Frontiersman ____ Boone
9. Caught ya!
10. Woman's title
11. Stage remark
12. Strong metal
13. Author Dr. ____
22. Traps
25. Query
27. Air hero

28. Health clubs
29. Placid, e.g.
30. Clapton or Idle
31. Dixie general
32. Things
34. Bloopers
36. Renter's rooms
37. Burlap bag
38. Mythical giant
39. Require
42. Rested
45. Natural mineral
47. Vice
49. In dreamland
51. Roof overhangs
52. Defendant's offering
53. Thorny blooms
54. Advances
55. Daisylike flower
58. Wheel shaft
59. Flooring square
61. Stench
62. Skirt length
63. Dance move
65. Sow's home
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You could feel like a rat in a maze
today, Aquarius. Walls and long, nar-
row corridors take you around cor-
ners and through doorways, yet
there's no indication that you're going
in the right direction. Instead of wan-
dering aimlessly, stop and ask for
help. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Don't get so stuck in your ways today that
you insist on having the one true answer
without really considering the options. You
must be aware of a lot before you commit
yourself one way or another. The people
around you are apt to get annoyed with your
narrow-mindedness, for this is how you will
be viewed unless you stop and take a con-
sidered look at the whole picture.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Quietly step into the background if things
aren't going the way you'd like, Aries. Don't
try to stick your nose into someone else's
business, even if you think you know the
right way to proceed. People probably have
strong opinions, and they won't be swayed
in any direction. The best you can do is take
care of yourself. You will probably find that
this means you shouldn't be seen or heard.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may have gotten yourself tangled up in a
deep mental drama over a series of recent
incidents, Taurus. Your mind may be working
overtime in order to solve the riddles. It's
quite possible that the reality of the situation
is that you're simply making a big deal over
nothing. Today is one of those days in which
you will face the harsh reality that comes as
a consequence of your over-the-top thinking.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may feel as if your smile is unwelcome
today, Gemini. It may seem to you like
there's some sort of gloom and doom to
people's attitudes that makes them unwill-
ing to accept any sort of good news. Don't
let this stop you from maintaining your own
cheerful state. It's important that you not
probe too deeply into the reasons behind
other people's behavior now.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may feel as if your smile is unwelcome
today, Gemini. It may seem to you like
there's some sort of gloom and doom to
people's attitudes that makes them
unwilling to accept any sort of good news.
Don't let this stop you from maintaining
your own cheerful state. It's important
that you not probe too deeply into the rea-
sons behind other people's behavior now.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may feel as if your hands are tied
today and you're faced with absolutely
no options, Leo. Don't despair over a situ-
ation that seems insurmountable. Think
of yourself as a terrific magician who can
burst out of the strongest chains. You
have tricks up your sleeve that can help
you escape just about any situation in
which you find yourself.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

This is a good time to take a stand on an
issue that you may have been vacillating
about lately, Virgo. People will lose confi-
dence in you if you can't seem to make up
your mind. What they don't realize is that
you've been working overtime to process
all the information. Now it's time to express
orally what you've discovered mentally.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today is one of those days in which you
will be bursting at the seams to share
big news with your friends, Libra.
Perhaps you just received an important
package or piece of information and you
can't wait to spread the news. Be care-
ful about who might be lurking around,
however, because there could be others
listening in. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your reluctance to speak could get you in
trouble today, Scorpio. You may hesitate
to share what you know for fear of what
others might think. You should realize
that you're using this as an excuse to hide
what's really just selfishness. Share your
knowledge with others and you will be
amazed at the knowledge that comes
back to you in return. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

There may be a great tension between
you and someone older today,
Sagittarius. Perhaps there's someone
who's adopting a sort of "parent knows
best" personality that's starting to
annoy you. Take a breather. Realize
that this person isn't being critical or
judgmental but just giving you advice. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

There's apt to be a comfortable feeling
about today that should make you feel quite
secure and nurtured, Capricorn. Perhaps
you're feeling protected by a strong force,
maybe an internal one, that's reminding
you that as long as you stay within the lines,
everything will be fine. There's a familiarity
to things that will make it easy for you to
navigate any rough waters.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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B
ollywood actress
and mum-to-be Alia
Bhatt, who made her

debut as a producer with
'Darlings', said that she
will set out goals with
shows, movies, or podcasts
to create content that con-
nects with an extremely
high emotional core and
added that she wants to be
a part of the process be-
hind the camera.

Alia Bhatt was speaking
at Forbes India Tycoons of
Tomorrow 2022, a presti-
gious ceremony felicitat-
ing prodigious change-
makers across industries.
The event took place on
September 30.

Alia said: "It seemed to
be financially the right
thing to do. I wouldn't want
to load the production and
wanted to take a back-end
perspective. That led me to
realise how interested I am
behind the camera. Ten
years into this industry, I
made my first movie,
'Darlings'. The experience
has been so substantial
that it has strengthened
my motto to continuously

grow." She added: "Mine is
still a boutique production
house. I'll set out goals with
shows, movies, or podcasts
to create content that con-
nects with an extremely

high emotional core. I
want to be a part of the
process behind the cam-
era," said Alia.

Talking about the
salient features she looks
for to collaborate with a
brand, Alia said: "It's the
brand value that has to
make sense and match my
purpose. At the end of the
day, I won't wear an outfit
that goes against my per-
sonality. Every collabora-
tion boils down to a two-
way relationship that
works both ways. I have to
believe in the brand and
vice-versa. Without an au-
thentic collaboration, the
purpose will be defeated,
and the audience will
know that." When asked
about her style of invest-
ment, Alia stated that she
keeps looking for demand
gaps. Alia recently an-
nounced that she's ventur-
ing into maternity wear.

"Today, I launched
Edamamma, a maternity
line. What started out as a
gap in my wardrobe,
turned out to be my mater-
nity line.

Alia Bhatt: I want to be part of the
process behind the camera

'A
nupamaa' fame
Gaurav Khanna,
who is gaining a

lot of attention for his
role of Anuj Kapadia and
his chemistry with
Rupali Ganguly is also
being liked by the audi-
ence.

Talking about his char-
acter Gaurav said: "My
character has received
immense support and
love from the audience
and I feel blessed about
it."

"Usually in daily soaps,
we see that the female
protagonist is the most
understanding character
and takes everyone to-
gether but Anuj has bro-
ken that barrier he is one
of the most caring indi-
viduals and always sup-
ports his wife he makes
sure that with or without
him Anupama (Rupali
Ganguly) never falls
down and I think that is
the beauty of the story of
Anuj and Anupama."

Gaurav has been part
of several shows such as
'Jeevan Saathi', 'CID', and
'Tere Bin'. He further
elaborated on the rela-

tionship between
Anuj(Gaurav) and
Anupamaa (Rupali) in
the show and how they
both support each other
which makes their rela-
tionship perfect.

"It is not just Anupama
or just Anuj who is sin-
gle-handedly taking the
burden of the relation-
ship; they go hand in
hand and have always got
each other's back." He

also expressed his happi-
ness as the show will be
aired on all days and
added: "I am very happy
to share this with all fans
that my show 'Anupama'
will now be telecasted to
the audience 7 days a
week. It is like an occa-
sion for us where we can
spend 7 days with our
viewers instead of 6
days." 'Anupamaa' airs on
Star Plus.

Gaurav Khanna on his ‘Anupamaa’
character breaking stereotypes

Trisha read all

five volumes of

the epic for her

role in ‘PS 1’

S
outh star Trisha
Krishnan read all five
volumes of Kalki

Krishnamurthy's book
Ponniyin Selvan to prepare
for her role in Mani
Ratnam's movie 'Ponniyin
Selvan: I'(PS 1).

She said: "When we start-
ed shooting for the film, the
entire world was hit by the
pandemic which led to a
lockdown. So, during that pe-
riod, I read all 5 volumes of
the novel. I used to believe
that historic fictional novels
are hard to read but this was
very interesting." The 39-
year-old actress rose to fame
with Tamil movies such as
'Saamy', 'Ghilli', 'Aaru' and
she also acted in several
Telugu projects including
' N u v v o s t a n a n t e
Nenoddantana' and 'Athadu'.
She appeared on 'The Kapil
Sharma Show' along with
'PS 1' co-stars Vikram, Jayam
Ravi, Karthi,and Sobhita
Dhulipala. She spoke further
on her preparations for the
role: "After finishing one
book, you will be compelled
to pick the next one, it's that
intriguing. But the novel and
the film are quite different
because the way Mani sir
beautifully summarised 5
books into 2 films is beyond
my imagination. So, I call
this film Mani Ratnam's 'PS
1'." Vikram also added to the
conversation in a hilarious
way: "Half the payment was
for reading the book!"

'The Kapil Sharma Show'
airs on Sony Entertainment
Television.

T
V actor Shalin
Bhanot, who is well-
known for his nega-

tive role in 'Naagin', was
the third contestant to join
the 'Bigg Boss 16' house. He
amazed the host with his
dance moves and also
shared with him his wish
to host the reality show.

He also said he doesn't
know how to cook, to
which Salman replied that
Bigg Boss will now make
sure he learns to cook in-
side the house.

The host then asked
Shalin if he knew how to

clean the house. Shalin
replied with a 'No'. Salman
responded by saying
Shalin would have to do all
this inside the house.

Shalin added that many
people interpret him dif-
ferently, but he is the com-
pletely opposite of the neg-
ative character he plays in
'Naagin'.

Shalin has also acted in
'Saat Phere: Saloni Ka
Safar', 'Kulvaddhu', and
done a cameo on the show
'Kaajjal'. And he has par-
ticipated in the dance real-
ity show 'Nach Baliye 4'.

Shalin Bhanot wishes to
host a reality show like

Salman Khan

A
ctor Karthi, who
has played the piv-
otal character of

Vanthiyathevan in direc-
tor Mani Ratnam's just
released magnum opus,
'Ponniyin Selvan 1', has
expressed his gratitude
to all those responsible
for creating such a film
and told fans that their
love was "overwhelm-
ing".

The actor, who put out
a statement which he
shared on his Twitter
timeline, said: "Words
cannot express the im-
mense gratitude I feel for
this experience and mag-
nificent journey as
Vanthiyethevan.

"First and foremost a
big salute and all respects
to Amarar Kalki for cre-
ating this magical epic
'Ponniyin Selvan' for all
of us."

"A Million thanks to
our Mani sir for pursu-
ing it all these years and
crafting this unforget-
table masterpiece. To
Ravivarman sir for being
the driving force on sets
and giving us never be-
fore seen stunning visu-
als." "To our treasure AR
Rahman sir for making
us ecstatic with his
music. To Thota Tharani
sir for recreating the
golden age...can't imag-
ine anyone else to justify
this responsibility."

"To Sreekar Prasad sir
for bringing out the spirit
of Kalki sir's writing that

has been immortalised
through the awesome di-
alogues and one liners
penned by Jeyamohan
sir."

"To Eka and Vikram
Gaikwad sir for making
the phenomenal charac-
ters look so real. To
Townley, Anand and
team for that exhilarat-
ing and rich sounds."

"To all the foot soldiers
behind the scenes who
were working for their
passion for cinema. And
the fabulous actors, re-
spectable seniors and my
dear colleagues who
came together with so
much love for one anoth-
er and for the art of cine-
ma to create this mag-
num opus."

‘Overwhelming’: Karthi
reacts to the outpouring

of audience love for ‘PS-1’
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Rajkot, Oct 02 (PTI):

All-rounder Saurabh
Kumar hit a strokeful fifty
before returning to snap
two wickets as Rest of India
tightened the noose around
Saurashtra on day 2 of the
Irani Cup match here on
Sunday.

Saurabh smashed 10
boundaries in his 78-ball 55
and added 71 with Jayant
Yadav (37) for the seventh
wicket to take ROI close to
the 350-mark after Sarfaraz
Khan dominated the open-
ing day with a century.

It was Saurabh's innings
which helped ROI grab a
solid 276-run first-innings
lead over Saurashtra.

The 29-year-old from
Uttar Pradesh then re-
turned to dismiss both the
Saurashtra openers --
Harvik Desai (20) and Snell
Patel (16) -- as ROI gained
further ascendency in the
match.

At stumps, Chirag Jani (3
batting) and
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja (8
batting) were at the crease
with Saurashtra, the 2019-20
Ranji Trophy Champions,

at 49 for two in 17 overs, still
trailing by 227 runs.

Earlier, left-arm fast
bowler Chetan Sakariya
gave Saurashtra a glimmer
of hope with a five-wicket
haul as they dismissed ROI
for 374 in 110 overs.

The 24-year-old (5/93)
snapped four wickets to go
with the one scalp he took
on the opening day after
Chirag Jani removed the
overnight batters Hanuma
Vihari (82) and Sarfaraz
(138) in the first sessions.

After dominating the
opening day, ROI resumed
day two at 205 for three with

skipper Vihari and centuri-
on Sarfaraz batting for
more than an hour, adding
another 33 runs to their
overnight partnership.

However, both departed
in quick succession with
Jani producing the break-
throughs.

Jani first had Hanuma
caught by Harvik Desai be-
fore trapping Sarfaraz in
front of wicket in his open-
ing spell to reduce ROI to
239 for 5 in the 65th over.

It was a Sakariya show
after that as he drew Srikar
Bharat (12 off 44) with a full
delivery after coming
round the wicket and in-
duced an edge which was
caught by Harvik Desai.

A 71-run stand followed
between Jayant and
Saurabh and it was
Sakariya once again in ac-
tion as he removed the for-
mer with another full deliv-
ery which held its line out-
side the off stump and got
an edge from the batter.

The 24-year-old pacer
then managed to get a top-
edge from the blade of
Saurabh, who went for a
pull despite not being in po-

sition, only to be caught by
Snell Patel.

Sakariya then completed
his five-for when he sent
back Mukesh Kumar with
Prerak Mankad taking a
sensational catch diving
across at gully area.
Kuldeep Sen was the last
batter to go after he was
run-out.

After a disastrous batting
display in the first innings,
a lot was expected from
Saurashtra and the opening
duo of Desai and Patel did
well to see off the new ball
spell from Mukesh Kumar
and Kuldeep Sen.

However, left-arm spin-
ner Saurabh, who didn't
bowl in the first innings,
made life difficult for the
batters after he was intro-
duced in the 11th over.

He produced four succes-
sive maiden overs and in
the process snapped both
the openers.

While Snell chipped one
straight to Sarfaraz at
cover, Desai got an outside
edge and Vihari, a first slip,
held on to the catch after
the ball got deflected after
hitting the keeper's thigh.

Saurabh Kumar’s all-round show
puts ROI in firm control in Irani Cup Chengdu, Oct 02 (PTI):

Star paddler G Sathiyan
won both his singles, includ-
ing the one against world
number 9 Dang Qiu, to
script India's stunning 3-1
win over second seeds
Germany in the group stage
of the World Table Tennis
Championships here on
Sunday.

World number 37
Sathiyan won two gruelling
deciders, first against 36th
ranked Duda Benedikt (11-
13, 4-11, 11-8, 11-4, 11-9) before
edging out Germany's high-
est-ranked player Qiu (10-12,
7-11, 11-8, 11-8, 11-9). In both
the matches, Sathiyan
staged a strong fightback
after losing the first two
games.

"The match against Qiu
was definitely much
tougher. He is a top-10 player.
It was a high quality match
as well," Sathiyan told PTI.
India number 2 Harmeet
Desai had lost the second
singles to Qui 1-2 (7-11, 9-11,
13-11, 3-11) before Manav
Thakkar helped his team go
2-1 up with a 3-1 (13-11, 6-11,
11-8, 12-10) win over higher-
ranked Ricardo Walther.
The 17th-ranked India had
beaten Uzbekistan in their
opening group game on

Saturday. They need to fin-
ish in the top two to advance
to the pre-quarterfinals. In
the women's draw, India
recorded their first win of
the group stage with a 3-0 re-
sult over Czech Republic.
The Manika Batra-led side
had lost to Germany on
Saturday. Manika defeated
Hana Matelova 3-1 (11-6, 11-6,
8-11, 12-10 ) in the first sin-
gles before Akula Sreeja and

Diya Chitale won their sin-
gles against Marketa
Sevcikova and Katerina
Tomanovska, 3-0 and 3-1 re-
spectively. It was a close af-
fair between Diya and
Katerina before the Indian
prevailed 11-13, 15-13, 12-10,
14-12. Down two game points
in the fourth game, Diya re-
lied on her serve to make it
10-10 before winning a spec-
tacular rally.

India men’s team stuns world number 
2 Germany in World TT Championships

Sylhet, Oct 02 (PTI):

Shafali Verma couldn't
have asked for an easier op-
ponent to regain her mojo
as a confident India get
ready to maul Malaysia in
their second T20 match of
the women's Asia Cup here
on Monday.

The game should serve as
net session for
Harmanpreet Kaur and Co
against a Malaysian side
that was thrashed by
Pakistan by nine wickets in
its opener.

After a comfortable win
against Sri Lanka, scripted
by Jemimah Rodrigues, the
less experienced Indian
players are expected to get
some game time as the
team prepares for the T20
World Cup in South Africa
early next year.

Shafali, who has endured
a dismal run, would want to
come out all guns blazing
and may take this opportu-
nity to try an alternate bat-
ting approach as her natu-
ral game has not been yield-
ing success off late.

The 18-year-old has not
scored a T20I half-century
since March last year but

played a couple of good
knocks at the
Commonwealth Games.
She then had a woeful
England tour, where she
had single digits scores four
times across formats.

The big-hitting opener
needs to find consistency
after three years in interna-
tional cricket. Her lack of
footwork was the main
cause of her undoing as
English bowlers capitalised
on her weakness.

With the quality of the
Malaysian bowlers no
where close to their English

counterparts, it is impor-
tant that Shafali uses this
opportunity to the fullest to
gain her confidence.

For vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana, who failed to
get going against Sri Lanka,
the game will be about qual-
ity hitting time in the mid-
dle against an attack that is
sure to feel intimidated.

Rodrigues, who came off
a wrist injury, made instant
impact with a sensational
career-best performance
while Harmanpreet has

also been in imperious
touch. The tournament pro-
vided Indian with the per-
fect platform to experiment
and several new players
like Kiran Navgire could be
seen in the playing XI come
Monday. Finding the right
combination with the ball
is also high on India's prior-
ity list. With the pitch here
producing knee length
bounce on the opening day
of the competition itself,
India are expected to field a
spin heavy attack with
Renuka Singh being the
sole specialist pacer.

Seoul, Oct 02 (AP):

Japan's Yoshihito
Nishioka claimed his sec-
ond career title after beat-
ing fourth seed Denis
Shapovalov of Canada 6-4,
7-6 (5) to win the Korean
Open on Sunday.

The 27-year-old
Japanese, who beat top
seed and world No.2
Casper Ruud in the quater-
finals, was impressive in
defense and his counter-
punching style eventually
wore down his higher
ranked opponent in just
under two hours at the
Seoul Olympic Park
Tennis Center.

The unseeded Nishioka,
appearing in his second
championship match this
year after reaching the
Washington final in
August, started the
brighter and found his ry-
thym early to claim the
first set.

The second set saw mo-
mentum change as
Shapavolov found his
range from the backcourt
to take a 3-1 lead. But
Nishioka rallied to take
the set into a tiebreak
where he held firm to win
his first tournament since
his maiden title at the

Shenzen Open in 2018
where he also beat
Shapovalov in their only
previous meeting.

The ATP Tour returned
to Seoul for the first time
since 1996 after the city
was awarded a single-year
licence to stage the Korean
Open.

London, Oct 02 (AP):

Debutant Amos
Kipruto, a world bronze
medallist in Doha in 2019,
won the men's race at the
London Marathon on
Sunday.

The 30-year-old Kenyan
finished in a time of 2
hours, 4 minutes, and 39
seconds to beat Ethiopia's
Leul Gebresilase in second
place. Bashir Abdi of
Belgium was third.

Earlier, Yalemzerf
Yehualaw of Ethiopia re-
covered from a fall to win
the women's race. The 23-

year-old appeared to trip
on a speed bump with six
miles remaining but re-
covered to rejoin the lead-
ing pack and came home
in 2 hours, 17 minutes, and
25 seconds, the third
fastest time at the event.

Defending champion
Joyciline Jepkosgei of
Kenya had to settle for sec-
ond.

This year's race is tak-
ing place in October for
the third and final time,
after it was moved in 2020
due to COVID-19. It will re-
turn to its traditional
April date next year.

Sylhet, Oct 02:

Sri Lanka Women have
edged past UAE Women by
11 runs on the Duckworth-
Lewis method. With thun-
der and lightning stopping
match, UAE had to chase
66 in 11 overs. But a mid-
dle-order collapse trig-
gered by Kavisha Dilhari
and Inoka Ranaweera
helped Lankan women de-

fend the target with ease.
UAE could only manage
54/7 in 11 overs.

Chasing a modest target
of 110, UAE-Women did
not have a good start.
Opener Esha Rohit depart-
ed in the third over with
score reading 15/1. But the
match was stopped soon as
lightning struck, making
the ground unsafe for play-
ers. While it resumed after

an hour gap, SriLankan
women fought back.

Kavisha Egodage depart-
ed immediately after the
rain break with Kavisha
Dilhari getting her wicket.
With the revised target of
66, UAE suddenly needed
to go over 6 an over. But the
slow pitch made it difficult
and bulk of wickets fell in
quick succession. From
21/2, UAE found them-
selves reeling at 44/7.

However, as Dilhari and
Ranaweera bowled tight
overs, UAE failed to get to
the required run. In the
end, they could only man-
age 54/7. Dilhari returned
with 2/7 while Ranaweera
also bagged 2/7.

Earlier, opting to bat, Sri
Lanka Women set a modest
110-run target for UAE in
the league game of
Women’s Asia Cup.
Harshitha Madavi top-
scored with 37 as Lankan
batters struggled on a slow
pitch. Mahika Gaur and
Vaishnave Mahesh bagged
three wickets each. The
win helped Sri Lanka move
to 4th spot behind India
having lost one and won
one match.

Paris, Oct 02 (AP):

Kylian Mbappe scored a
late winner as defending
champion Paris Saint-
Germain edged Nice 2-1 to
restore its two-point lead
over Marseille in the
French league on Saturday.

Mbappe pounced on a
pass from Nordi Mukiele to
beat Kasper Schmeichel
with a low strike in the 83rd
minute. The France striker
tied Neymar as the joint top
scorer in the league with
eight.

Lionel Messi gave PSG
the lead in the 29th with a
curling free kick into the
top corner from 22 yards.
Messi's fifth league goal
was one shy of his league
tally last season when he
took time to adapt to a new
club and struggled with
knocks and a bout of
COVID-19. Gaetan Laborde
equalized from close range
just after halftime after the
PSG defense failed to clear a
cross from Youcef Atal.

"We started the second
half with no energy, no
rhythm and no intensity,
and we let Nice have more
possession," PSG coach
Christophe Galtier said.
"We put ourselves in trou-

ble by running after the
ball, by not winning our
duels and not playing the
ball out from the back like
we should have. Nice equal-
ized quite logically. So, we
had to inject more energy,
more speed and more verti-
cality."

Messi shone with
Argentina during the inter-
national break by scoring
twice against Honduras

and twice against Jamaica,
and could have added a sec-
ond goal on the stroke of
halftime with a powerful
strike that Schmeichel
tipped over the bar.

PSG needed Messi's bril-
liance because forward
Hugo Ekitike, who got his
first start this season,
proved toothless and didn't
make runs in behind the de-
fense like Mbappe does.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI):

Uncapped Bengal seamer
Mukesh Kumar and prolific
domestic performer Rajat
Patidar on Sunday earned
their maiden India call-up
for the upcoming three
match ODI series against
South Africa, starting
October 6 in Lucknow.

Mukesh, a prolific red
ball bowler for Bengal had
performed just at the right
time, emerging as top wick-
et taker in first class games
against New Zealand 'A' and
followed that up with anoth-
er stupendous show in Irani
Cup. Patidar, a stylish hitter,
has scored centuries in IPL
play offs, in the Ranji
Trophy final and in "Tests"
against New Zealand in last
three months. The team
would be led by ODI special-
ist Shikhar Dhawan while

Shreyas Iyer will be his
deputy. Shreyas and Deepak
Chahar will link up with
the T20 World Cup squad in
Brisbane after the ODI se-
ries. They were named as
stand-by players for the ICC
flagship event. The team
will train in Perth in first
week. The second and third
ODIs of the series will be
played on October 9 and 11
in Ranchi and Delhi respec-
tively.

Squad: Shikhar Dhawan
(Captain), Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Shubhman Gill,
Shreyas Iyer (vice-captain),
Rajat Patidar, Rahul
Tripathi, Ishan Kishan
(wicket-keeper), Sanju
Samson (wicket-keeper),
Shahbaz Ahmed, Shardul
Thakur, Kuldeep Yadav,
Ravi Bishnoi, Mukesh
Kumar, Avesh Khan, Mohd.
Siraj, Deepak Chahar.

Pakistan Crush
Malaysia by 
9 Wickets

Sylhet, Oct 02: 

On the back of a domi-
nant show by spinners,
Pakistan opened their ac-
count in the Women’s Asia
Cup by defeating Malaysia
by nine wickets at the
Sylhet International
Cricket Stadium (SICS) on
Sunday.

After Malaysia barely
managed to post 57/9 in
their 20 overs, Pakistan
chased down the total with
11 overs to spare. After opt-
ing to bowl first in over-
cast conditions, Pakistan
bowlers made full use of
the conditions as pacer
Diana Baig struck on the
second ball of the innings -
getting Malaysia’s captain
Winifred Duraisingam out
caught behind for a duck.

The spinners then
joined in and dominated
the Malaysians. Omaima
Sohail (3/19), Sadia Iqbal
(1/8) and Tuba Hasan
(2/13) shared six wickets
between themselves.
Malaysia’s Elsa Hunter
was the only batter of note
for the side, making an un-
beaten 29 off 51, which in-
cluded three fours to help
her side avoid ignominy of
being bowled out and
score 57/9 in 20 overs.

Struggling Shafali in focus
as India take on Malaysia

Match starts 1pm IST.

Debutant Amos
Kipruto of Kenya wins

London Marathon

Nishioka beats Shapovalov
to win Korean Open

Mukesh, Rajat earn maiden
India call-up for SA ODIs

Mbappe nets winner as PSG
edges Nice to stay top in Ligue

Lanka Women edge
past UAE by 11 runs

Accused gangster Deepak Tinu
escapes from police custody

Chandigarh, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Gangster Deepak Tinu,
one of the accused in the
Sidhu Moosewala murder
case, escaped from police
custody in Punjab's Mansa
district, official sources
said on Sunday. A manhunt
has been launched to nab
Tinu, who escaped on
Saturday night when he
was brought on a produc-
tion warrant from
Goindwal Sahib jail in an-
other case by the Mansa po-
lice, they said.

Police of neighbouring
states, including Rajasthan
and Haryana, have been
alerted, the sources said.
Tinu is a close aide of jailed
gangster Lawrence

Bishnoi, also an accused in
the murder case of the
Punjabi singer. When
asked about the incident,
Patiala Range Inspector
General Mukhwinder
Singh Chhina, who is cur-
rently holding additional
charge as Bathinda Range
IG, told PTI over the phone,
"We are working on it, po-
lice parties are on the job
and we will catch him
soon." Shubhdeep Singh
Sidhu, popularly known as
Sidhu Moosewala, was shot
dead in Punjab's Mansa dis-
trict on May 29. He was
killed when he was on his
way to Jawahar Ke village
in Mansa in a jeep with his
friend and cousin. His vehi-
cle was waylaid and

sprayed with bullets by six
shooters. After the killing,
Goldy Brar, a member of
the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang, claimed responsibili-
ty for the murder. Tinu is
among 24 accused who
have been charge-sheeted
in the murder case. In 2017,
Tinu was freed from cus-
tody by one of his aides
from Haryana who sprayed
pepper spray in the eyes of
a police official. The gang-
ster was arrested from
Bengaluru by the Bhiwani
police in December that
year. Tinu faces several
cases, including those of
murder and extortion, in
various states. Opposition
parties slammed the Aam
Aadmi Party-led Punjab

government over the inci-
dent. "Gangster Deepak
who was caught in the
Sidhu Moosewala murder
case escaped from Mansa
police custody last night.
This reflects poorly on
@PunjabPoliceInd and
AAP Govt. Meanwhile, an
unconcerned CM
@BhagwantMann is busy
playing Garba in Gujarat,"
Pargat Singh, Congress
MLA from Jalandhar
Cantt., said in a tweet.
Punjab BJP general secre-
tary Subhash Sharma
termed Tinu's escape "ex-
tremely worrying". "Chief
Minister and Home
Minister are busy in politi-
cal tours, Punjab is suffer-
ing," he said.
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Moosewala Murder Case

Artists perform 'Pili Vesha' folk dance during the ongoing 'Navaratri' festival in Mangaluru, Sunday.

FOLK DANCE

Patnaik plants ‘freedom tree’ to
pay tribute to Gandhi, Shastri

Bhubaneswar, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Sunday
planted a peepal sapling on
the premises of Lok Seva
Bhavan here as a mark of
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi
and former prime minister
Lal Bahadur Shastri on
their birth anniversary.

Asserting that peace and
non-violence prevails in
Odisha, Patnaik said this
year's Gandhi Jayanti
bears a special significance
as the country is also cele-
brating its 75th year of
Independence.

Patnaik, after planting
the sapling here that he

christened as 'freedom
tree', called upon people to
make India stronger by up-
holding the virtues of
brotherhood and unity.

Peepal tree signifies knowl-
edge, enlightenment, hap-
piness and auspiciousness,
he said. "From the ancient
Indus Valley civilisation to

enlightenment of Lord
Buddha, peepal tree has al-
ways had significance. It is
an inseparable part of our
socio-cultural life," the
chief minister said. On the
occasion, the president of
state freedom fighters' asso-
ciation. Nilamani Samal.
presented a 'charkha' (spin-
ning wheel) to the chief
minister.

The CM, in turn, felici-
tated Samal with a shawl.
The Ahimsa Rath, which
was flagged off on August
15 to disseminate the mes-
sage of peace and non-vio-
lence across the state,
reached Lok Seva Bhawan
during the day.

Bengaluru, Oct 2 (PTI): 

A digital solution (QR
codes) has been launched
for Bengaloreans to pro-
vide first aid care and med-
ical services to people with
cardiac emergencies. The
QR codes are posted at all
traffic signal junctions in
the city for use during med-
ical emergencies, accord-
ing to Manipal Hospitals
which launched it with the
support of the civic body
BBMP ('Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike'), and
Bangaluru City Traffic
Police.

These codes can help the

concerned/ affected person
connect to the emergency
number, from where at a
single click, the person will
be directed to ambulance
service, the multi-speciali-
ty healthcare chain said.
The initiative, that would
enable a quick "shift
around" during emergency,
was launched on the occa-
sion of the World Heart
Day last week.

Regional Chief
Operating Officer,
Bengaluru Cluster, Mysuru
and Salem, Manipal
Hospitals, Deepak
Venugopalan said at the
time of medical emergen-

cies, it is hard to have pres-
ence of mind and remem-
ber numbers. "Keeping this
in mind, we came up with
QR codes that are installed
across all signals with the
help of Bengaluru City
Traffic Police," he said.

Manipal Hospitals said it
has also rolled out another
QR code that navigates peo-
ple through the correct
steps involved in CPR
(Cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation). The code explains
the steps to be followed to
help revive the affected per-
son, it said in a statement.
The importance of know-
ing CPR skills was stressed.

QR codes posted in Bengaluru
traffic junctions to address 

cardiac emergencies

Odisha Chief Minister and Biju Janata Dal (BJD) President
Naveen Patnaik being garlanded during the inauguration
of party’s month-long 'Jana Sampark Padayatra', in
Bhubaneswar, Sunday.

Bihar’s agriculture
minister Sudhakar

Singh resigns
Patna, Oct 02 (PTI): Bihar
agriculture minister
Sudhakar Singh, whose out-
spokenness has been a
cause of embarrassment for
the Nitish Kumar govern-
ment, has resigned from the
post, according to his father
and state RJD president
Jagadanand Singh. The
RJD leader said that the
agriculture minister, who
had been "raising his voice
in favour of farmers", decid-
ed to put in his papers so
that "the rift does not deep-
en" ('taaki ladaai aage nahin
badhe'). The minister,
whose recent utterances on
corruption in his own de-
partment had made head-
lines, was not immediately
available for comment.



Bureaucratic rejig
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Mukesh
Kumar Bansal from
Chhattisgarh cadre has
been appointed  as the
joint secretary in
Department of Financial
Services as joint secre-
tary as part of a senior
level bureaucratic reshuf-
fle effected on Sunday by
the Centre., Department
of Food & Public
Distribution whereas
Rajat Kumar has been
named joint secretary,
Department of Personnel
& Training.

Terrorist killed 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A Lashkar-e-
Taiba terrorist was killed
in an encounter with
security forces in Shopian
district of Jammu and
Kashmir on Sunday,
police said. The terrorist
was identified as Naseer
Ahmad Bhat of the
Nowpora area of Shopian,
they said. Security forces
launched a cordon and
search operation in the
Baskuchan area of the
south Kashmir district
after receiving specific
input about the presence
of terrorists there, a
police official said. He
said as the forces were
conducting searches in
the area, the terrorists
fired at them.

Twin blasts
JJaammmmuu:: At least two per-
sons were arrested in
connection with the
recent twin blasts in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Udhampur district, offi-
cials said on Sunday. The
blasts inside two parked
buses within a span of
eight hours on September
28 and 29 took place at a
time when security forces
have been put on high
alert across the union ter-
ritory in view of the
scheduled two-day visit
of the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah,
beginning October 4.

Man charred 
SSiittaappuurr  ((UUPP)):: A man was
charred to death and five
other people were injured
as a tanker carrying
ethanol caught fire after
a head-on collision with a
tractor-trolley here,
police said on Sunday.
The incident took place
near Muratpur village on
the Biswan-Reusa road
under the Rausa police
station area on Saturday
night, they said.

Youths arrested
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three men
were arrested for
allegedly stabbing to
death a 21-year-old youth
in northeast Delhi's
Sunder Nagri area, police
said on Sunday. The
accused have been identi-
fied as Aalam, Bilal, and
Faizan, all of them resi-
dents of Sunder Nagri. All
three have been booked
for murder, they said.
Police said the three
killed the victim due to an
old rivalry.
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'Dhakis' (drummers) perform 'Kola
Bou' ritual on the Mahasaptami of
the Durga Puja festival, in Birbhum

district, Sunday.
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Malang, Oct 02 (AP) 

Panic and a chaotic run
for exits after police fired
tear gas at an Indonesian
soccer match to drive away
rampaging fans left at least
125 dead, most of whom
were trampled upon or suf-
focated, making it one of
the deadliest sports events
in the world.

Attention immediately
focused on the police use of
tear gas, which is banned at
soccer stadiums by FIFA.
The president of the world
soccer body called the
deaths at the stadium "a
dark day for all involved in
football and a tragedy be-
yond comprehension,"
while President Joko
Widodo ordered an investi-
gation of security proce-
dures. Violence broke out
after the game ended
Saturday evening with host

Arema FC of East Java's
Malang city losing to
Persebaya of Surabaya 3-2.

Disappointed with their
team's loss, thousands of
supporters of Arema,
known as "Aremania," re-
acted by throwing bottles

and other objects at players
and soccer officials.

Witnesses said fans flood-
ed the Kanjuruhan
Stadium pitch and demand-
ed that Arema management
explain why, after 23 years
of undefeated home match-

es against rival Persebaya,
this one ended in a loss.

The violence spread out-
side the stadium where at
least five police vehicles
were toppled and set ablaze.
Riot police responded by fir-
ing tear gas, including to-
ward the stadium's stands,
causing panic among the
crowd. Some suffocated and
others were trampled as
hundreds of people ran to
the exit to avoid the tear
gas. In the chaos, 34 died at
the stadium, including two
officers, and some reports
include children among the
casualties.

"We have already done a
preventive action before fi-
nally firing the tear gas as
(fans) began to attack the
police, acting anarchically
and burning vehicles," East
Java police chief Nico
Afinta said in a news con-
ference early Sunday.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI) 

Nominee for the
Congress president post
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Sunday said he told fellow
contender Shashi Tharoor
that it would be better to
have a consensus candi-
date, but the Lok Sabha
MP insisted on a contest
for the "sake of democra-
cy".

Kharge said if he be-
comes the party chief, he
will consult the Gandhi
family and other senior
leaders and implement the
good things suggested by
them, even as he rejected
claims that he was the "of-
ficial candidate" backed by
the Gandhis.

Launching his Congress
presidential poll campaign
with a press conference at
his residence here, 80-year-
old Kharge said there is no

G-23 camp now and all
those leaders want to fight
unitedly against the RSS-
BJP and therefore are sup-
porting him.

Kharge said all senior

leaders and youth leaders
urged him to contest the
polls as no member of the
Gandhi family -- Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra -- wanted to become
the party chief.

"All my colleagues told
me to fight the party presi-
dent poll and on their call-
ing and encouragement, I
got inspiration as they ex-
tended their coopera-
tion...because Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
and Priyanka Gandhi do
not want to become presi-
dent," he said.

Kharge asserted that he
had not entered the poll
fray to oppose anyone but
to strengthen the Congress
through his views and to
take forward the party ide-
ology.

He said that in line with
'one person, one post' prin-
ciple of the party, he re-
signed as Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
on the day he filed the
nomination.

Asked about Tharoor's

remarks that Kharge is a
candidate of continuity
and status quo, the Rajya
Sabha MP said, "He
(Tharoor) may have his
views...The status quo and
reforms he talks of will be
decided by the 9,300-odd
delegates, after that a com-
mittee will be formed
(Congress Working
Committee). The commit-
tee as a whole will decide
all policy matters that will
be formulated by consen-
sus and we will implement
that."

"It will not be done by
one person. For me the key
word is 'Hum (We)' instead
of 'main (Me). We will de-
cide together and wherev-
er there are shortcomings,
we will take action," he
said..

Kharge said senior lead-
ers urged him to contest in
view of the pressing is-

Gurugram/Lucknow, Oct 02 (PTI):

Former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister and
Samajwadi Party patron
Mulayam Singh Yadav
has been shifted to the
ICU of Medanta
Hospital in Gurugram
on Sunday after his
health deteriorated, the
party said.

Family members are
reaching Gurugram to
check up on his health.
While his brother
Shivpal Singh Yadav is
already there,
Samajwadi Party presi-
dent and Mulayam's son
Akhilesh Yadav has left
Lucknow for Delhi, SP
state unit spokesperson
Rajendra Chaudhary
said. According to the
hospital sources, the 82-
year-old leader is being

treated under the super-
vision of oncologists Dr
Nitin Sood and Dr Sushil
Kataria. He is under
treatment in the hospital
since August 22.

The SP leader was ad-
mitted in the hospital in
July also.

In a tweet in Hindi,
Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
said,"We all are con-
cerned about the deterio-
rating health condition
of Mulayam Singh
Yadav and are praying
for his health." 

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) will induct on
Monday the first batch of
indigenously-developed
Light Combat Helicopter
(LCH), in a boost to its
combat prowess as the
multi-role platform is ca-
pable of firing a range of
missiles and other
weapons.

The LCH, developed by
state-run aerospace major
Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd (HAL), has been pri-
marily designed for de-
ployment in high-altitude
regions. It will be inducted
into the IAF inventory at a
ceremony in Jodhpur in
presence of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
and Chief of Air Staff Air
Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari, officials said

on Sunday. The 5.8-tonne
twin-engine helicopter has
already completed various
weapons firing tests, they
said. In March, the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-
led Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) approved
the procurement of 15 in-
digenously developed
Limited Series Production
(LSP) LCH at a cost of Rs
3,887 crore.

The defence ministry
had said 10 helicopters
would be for the IAF and
five will be for the Indian
Army. The LCH has simi-
larities with Advanced
Light Helicopter Dhruv. It
has a number of stealth
features, armoured-protec-
tion systems, night attack
capability and crash-wor-
thy landing gear for better
survivability, officials
said.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Congress president
Sonia Gandhi will partici-
pate in the Bharat Jodo
Yatra on October 6 in
Karnataka, sources said on
Sunday.

The Yatra will pass
through Karnataka for 21
days covering 511 km in the
state. It began on
September 7 from
Kanyakumari and entered
Karnataka on Friday after
passing through Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. Sonia
Gandhi will walk with the
participants on October 6
during the Karnataka leg of
the Yatra, a party source

said. This would be the first
time that Sonia Gandhi will
participate in the Yatra
which began when she was
abroad for a medical check-
up. Rahul Gandhi has been

walking continuously in
the Yatra and reached
Gundlupet in Karnataka
on September 30 from
Gudalur in neighbouring
Tamil Nadu.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Organs of a senior
Delhi AIIMS official's sis-
ter who was declared
brain dead a few days ago
were donated, giving a
fresh lease of life to four
people and vision to two.

Snehlata Choudhary,
sister of Rabindra
Agarwal, an IAS officer
posted as the additional
director of administration
at AIIMS here, had sus-
tained a severe head in-
jury during her morning
walk last month.

The 63-year-old was ini-
tially operated for head in-
jury in Jharkhand's
Jamshedpur and then air-
lifted to AIIMS Trauma

Centre for further treat-
ment, a senior doctor said.

Choudhary was health
conscious and used to go
for morning walks regu-
larly for the last 25 years.
"Despite best efforts, her
condition did not improve
and was declared brain
dead on September 30,"
the doctor said.

She was a home maker
and a social worker. "She
was a strong supporter of
the eye donation cam-
paign and supported the
cause of organ donation
throughout her life. She
had also qualified for
Kaun Banega Crorepati,"
the doctor added.

Choudhary's heart, a
kidney and corneas were

donated to patients at
AIIMS, while her liver
will be utilised in the
Army RR Hospital. Her
second kidney was given
to a patient at Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital,
according to the arrange-
ment by National Organ
and Tissue Transplant
Organisation. The foren-
sic medicine team con-
ducted virtual autopsy -
computed tomography
and also carried out post-
mortem during organ re-
trieval, the doctor said.

Donation of organs by a
bureaucrat's family mem-
ber comes at a time when
the government is trying
to create awareness
around the issue.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Social media shy CBI has
made a maiden appearance on
Twitter and Instagram ahead
of the upcoming Interpol
General Assembly in which
195 countries are likely to par-
ticipate, officials said on
Sunday.
The agency created its
accounts on both platforms
with user ID CBI_CIO for the
three-day-long 90th General
Assembly starting October 18,
they said.
Unlike its peers, the
Enforcement Directorate and
the National Investigation
Agency, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had kept
social media at an arm's

length, sticking to the age-old
practice of issuing press
releases.
The General Assembly will
focus on cyber crime, financial
crimes and Child Sexual Abuse
Material peddled on the inter-
net among other issues, offi-
cials said.
Having already organised a
General Assembly in 1997,
India was given an out-of-turn
chance to organise the event
through a vote on the eve of
the 75th anniversary of its
independence.
Home Minister Amit Shah had
made a proposal in this regard
to Interpol Secretary General
Jurgen Stock, who called on
the minister during his visit to
India.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

The much-delayed admission
season has finally taken off with
major central universities in Delhi
having opened up the process to
admit students into various
undergraduate (UG) courses.
This year, the admission process
has changed in the universities
as they have adopted Common
University Entrance Test (CUET)
for admissions to UG courses.
While the Delhi University earlier
admitted students based on 12th
class marks, Jamia Millia Islamia
and Jawaharlal Nehru University
used to have separate entrance
tests for admissions to UG cours-
es. Relinquishing the old prac-
tices of admitting students, the
universities have partially or

wholly adopted the CUET from
the academic session 2022-23.
Take a look at how admission
process is panning out in these
universities. In Delhi University,
admissions are being done in 79
UG programmes across 67 col-
leges, departments and centres
of the varsity.
The university launched an online
platform for seeking admission
through Common Seat Allocation
System (CSAS)-2022 earlier this
month. The admission process,
which began on September 12, is
being conducted in three phases:
First phase is to apply to the uni-
versity, second phase is prefer-
ence filling and third phase is
seat allotment-cum-admission.
Currently, the second and third
phases are underway.

Mumbai, Oct 02 (PTI): 

A case was registered
after an unidentified person
sent an email to the Mumbai
International Airport
Limited (MIAL) threatening
to blow up a flight of IndiGo
airline, a Mumbai police of-
ficial said on Sunday. The
email threat, which was re-
ceived on Saturday night,
turned out to be a hoax after
nothing suspicious was
found post a thorough check
of the aircraft, the Sahar po-
lice station official said.

The email had a sentence
that read "I will blow up
flight 6E 6045", he said,
adding that an FIR has been
registered under Indian
Penal Code section 506B (is-
suing death threat) and
other offences. IndiGo, in a
statement, said "due to a spe-
cific bomb threat, IndiGo
flight from Mumbai to
Ahmedabad was impacted
on October 1, 2022."

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI): 

The Enforcement Directorate
has summoned Karnataka
Congress President D K
Shivakumar for questioning in
its ongoing money laundering
probe into the operations of the
Congress party-owned National
Herald newspaper, official
sources said.
He has been asked to depose
before the federal investigative
agency on October 7 in Delhi,
they said. The 60-year-old for-
mer cabinet minister was last
questioned by the federal
agency on September 19 in the
national capital in another
money laundering case linked
to alleged possession of dispro-
portionate assets.

Told Tharoor better to have consensus 
candidate, but he wanted contest: Kharge

Congress party presidential candidate Mallikarjun Kharge with
party leader Gourav Vallabh during a press conference in New
Delhi, Sunday.

Former UP CM
Mulayam’s health

deteriorates

125 die as tear gas triggers crush
at Indonesia soccer match

A women breaks down after receiving confirmation that her family
member is among those killed in a soccer riots, at a hospital in
Malang, East Java, Indonesia.

IAF to formally induct 
indigenously-built Light

Combat Helicopter on Monday

Email threat to blow
up IndiGo flight turns

out to be hoax

Sonia to participate in Bharat
Jodo Yatra on Oct 6 in Karnataka

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with young supporters during the
'Bharat Jodo Yatra', in Mysuru district, Sunday.

National Herald

ED again summons

Shivakumar

DUSSEHRA FESTIVAL

Artisans prepare an effigy of demon King Ravana ahead of the Dussehra festival, at
Jawaharlal Nehru stadium in Guwahati, Sunday.

CBI makes social media
debut ahead of Interpol

General Assembly

After CUET, how major
central universities change

UG admission process

Organs of Delhi AIIMS official’s
sister give life to four

Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0022  Ritika Dhruv of
Mahasamund district of
Chhattisgarh has brought laurel
to the state. She has been select-
ed for the asteroid search mis-
sion under NASA's Citizen
Science Project. Ritika is a class
11th student of Swami
Atmanand Government English
Medium School, Nayapara in
Mahasamund. 

Society for Space Education
Research and Development
(SSERD) encourages and guides
students through the process of
asteroid mission. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has congratulat-

ed Ritika on her
achievement. It is
notable that Ritika
Dhruv, along with
her other team
members Vora
Vignesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Vempati
Sriyar, Andhra
Pradesh, Olaviya John, Kerala, K
Praneeta, Maharashtra and
Shreyas Singh, Maharashtra,
along with their mentor
Ashutosh Singh, an aerospace
member of IIT Bombay and
Professor Satish Dhawan, mem-
ber and scientist of the Space
Center Sri Harikota, Andhra
Pradesh gave a presentation on

how NASA detected
sound from black
holes in space at the
IIT Center in Bhilai
on September 25. In
this, Ritika Dhruv, a
student of Swami
A t m a n a n d
Government English

School, Nayapara Mahasamund,
represented her team and per-
formed very well. The judging
panel included Dr. Valverde
Nasa, Dr. Jonathan ISRO, and Dr.
A. Rajarajan, Satish Dhawan
Space Center. The entire team of
judges congratulated Ritika
Dhruv and invited her to learn
more at SDSC.  In this series,

Ritika  Dhruv is taking training
from October 1 to October 6 at
Satish Dhawan Space Center
Harikota, Andhra Pradesh. The
next phase of training will take
place in the Asteroid Training
Camp at Bangalore ISRO in
November. On this achievement
of Ritika, S Chandrasen District
Education Officer Mahasamund,
Assistant Director Himanshu
Bhartiya, Principal, Swami
Atmanand School,  Ami Rufus,
Assistant Director Nand Kishore
Sinha, DMC Ashok Sharma,
Senior Lecturer Pramod Kumar
Kannauje, BRCC Jageshwar
Sinha and staff congratulated
and extended best wishes to her.

Department of Psychology remembers
contribution of Sigmund Freud

Bhilai, Oct 02: St Thomas
College, Department of
Psychology, remembered
Sigmund Freud on his
death anniversary with a
program on his life and
works. Freud developed
the theory that humans
have an unconscious mind
where all unwanted im-
pulses and desires are re-
pressed and they are in
perpetual mental conflict
with conscious and sub
conscious mind.

In 1900, his major work
"The Interpretation of
Dreams" was published in
which Freud analysed
dreams in terms of uncon-
scious desires and experi-
ences. Sigmund Freud de-
veloped the therapy called
Psychotherapy, that is the
most prevalent therapy for
analysis and cure of men-
tal maladies.

The students performed
Psychodrama in this pro-
gramme which was narrat-
ed by Khushbu Pattnaik,
Neha as UPSC Aspirant,
Kiron Roy as Id, Sudhir
Verma as Ego, Shubham as
Super Ego, Chandrakant
and Sukanya as Friends.

The program was organ-

ised under the agies of
P s y c h o m e t r i c i a n
Association. President of
the organisation Palak
Aggrawal, Vice President
Nitish Singh Thakur,
Secretary Kiron Roy, Joint
Secretary Harshita Jolhe
were the brain behind the
Psychodrama.

Administrator of the col-

lege, Fr Dr Joshy Varghese
appreciated the pro-
gramme and Principal Dr
MG Roymon encouraged
the department to conduct
such academic pro-
gramme. Dr Debjani
Mukherjee, Head of the de-
partment talked about the
importance of Freud's con-
tribution in the field of

psychology. Dr Sumita
Singh assistant professor
also spoke on the occasion.
The programme was con-
ducted by Dr Ankita
Deshmukh, assistant pro-
fessor and Tanmaya
Patnaik faculty depart-
ment of Psychology con-
ceptualised and coordinat-
ed the programme.

World Heart Day celebrations at Rungta
College of Dental Sciences & Research

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0022:: "WORLD HEART DAY"
is a global event celebrated world
widely on September 29 each year.
On this occasion, Rungta College of
Dental Sciences and Research,
under the aegis of Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions in association
with the Indian Society of
Periodontology, organised an exclu-
sive programme. 

Cardiovascular disease is one of
the most common causes of death
globally, this day is commemorated
for increasing awareness among the
population about the importance of
a healthy heart. A general health
check-up was conducted in the
Department of Periodontology in
which patients' Blood pressure,
Pulse rate and Temperature were
measured and later toothpaste sam-
ples were distributed for maintain-
ing Dental Hygiene. 

Around 100 patients participated
actively in this programme. Patients
were educated about the link be-
tween oral health and cardiovascu-
lar diseases and were made aware
of maintaining good oral hygiene for
preventing cardiac diseases. Also, a
speech competition was conducted
among the college students in
which Kanu Pandey, Aastha and
Vatsala Singh were rewarded 1st,
2nd and 3rd position respectively.

The event was convened by Dr
Karthik Krishna M, Dean, Professor
and HOD, Department of
Periodontology and organised by Dr
Sonika Bodhi, Reader and Dr
Pushpendra Singh, Senior Lecturer.
Chairman Sanjay Rungta, and
Director Saket Rungta, Sanjay
Rungta Group of Institutions, appre-
ciated and congratulated the staff
and students for the successful con-
duction of the programme.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 02: On the oc-
casion of International
Day of Older Persons, the
Senior Citizen Award
Ceremony was organized
at Khalsa Public School,
Malviya Nagar Chowk,
Durg. About 537 senior cit-
izens of various organiza-
tions participated in this
district level program.

The program was
presided over by Arun
Vora, MLA Durg City and
President, Chhattisgarh
State Warehousing
Corporation. Special
Guests were Vijay Baghel,
MP, Durg Lok Sabha con-
stituency; Rajesh Yadav,
Speaker, Municipal
Corporation Durg;

Devendra Deshmukh,
President, Janpad
Panchayat Durg; Ratna
Narmdev, Aldermen,
Municipal Corporation
Durg; and Jhamit
Gaikwad, Vice President,
Janpad Panchayat Durg.
Secretary of District
Legal Services Authority
and representatives of

Durg District Hospital,
District Treasurer,
District Ayurveda Officer,
Bharti College and
Hospital Durg were pres-
ent in this programme.

At the outset, sports
events were organized
which were inaugurated
by MLA Arun Vora.
Musical chairs, throw

ball, fast pace, and other
competitions were organ-
ised. Doctors from
District Hospital Durg
and Ayurveda Hospital
and Bharti Hospital con-
ducted health check-ups
of the senior citizens. The
doctors discussed the diet
chart and other issues.
Cultural programs were

organized by the senior
citizens. They exhibited
excellence in their respec-
tive fields.

Kamlesh Kumar Patel,
Deputy Director, Social
Welfare Department,
Durg delivered the wel-
come address while
Jantaram Thakur pro-
posed the vote of thanks.
Lead artist Anjali
Bhagat, Social Welfare
Department Durg gave
away the mementos.
Vinay Tiwari, Arun
Kumar Verma, Premlal
Yadav and Radhika Sahu
of the Social Welfare
Department, were felici-
tated with gifts for their
remarkable efforts in
making the event suc-
cessful.

Durg district honoured on
Swachh Bharat Diwas

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0022:: Durg district was re-
warded for securing second rank in
the East Zone in the cleanliness sur-
vey. Elected representatives and ad-
ministrative officials received the
honours during a program organ-
ized at Vigyan Bhawan on the occa-
sion of Swachh Bharat Diwas. 

District Panchayat President
Shalini Yadav, Vice President Ashok
Sahu and District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan received the hon-
our. It needs to be mentioned here
that a special campaign was
launched in Durg district regarding
cleanliness in rural areas. Special
arrangements for drainage were

made. Door-to-door dry waste, wet
waste was collected and segregated
through swachhata didis and
arrangements were made to make
compost from the wastes. 

Villagers were specially motivat-
ed to make soak pits. Along with this,
special work was done for disposal of
plastic wastes. To prevent generation
of plastic wastes and for the conven-
ience of villagers, Utensil Banks were
started. This initiative helped to stop
plastic waste. Swachhata Didis made
a special contribution in this direc-
tion. They visited door to door and
made people aware about cleanli-
ness. The results are visible now as
Durg district achieved second rank in
the East Zone.

BSP successfully conducts
massive vaccination drive 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 02: As per the
guideline from
Government of India, all
eligible beneficiaries dur-
ing the Covid  vaccination
Amrit Mahotsav (from
July 15, 2022 to September
30, 2022) should be vacci-
nated with precautionary
or Booster dose. In this re-
gard, following the direc-
tives of Ministry of Steel,
and BSP top administra-
tion, special vaccination
camps are planned to be

conducted to increase the
vaccination drive.

Following which
JLNHRC, under the able
guidance of CMO I/c Dr M
Ravindranath, and CMO
Dr Pramod Binayake with
co-ordination by I/c Covid
Vaccination & HOD
Paediatrics  Dr Sambita
Panda under supervision
of Chief consultant paedi-
atrics Dr Kaushik
Kishore, conducted special
vaccination drives in dif-
ferent locations of plants
like in Nandini Mines

Hospital, CISF Health
Centre sector-3 and inside
the Plant in MMP 1, where
more than 348 beneficiar-
ies were immunized with
Precautionary dose of
Covid vaccine.

Total vaccination as on
September 29 is  112791,
which includes BSP em-
ployees, their dependants,
Ex-employees, contractual
workers, Health Care
Workers, Front line work-
ers and others, since it
was started long back on
January 25, 2021. Till now,
Total Covishield doses
vaccinated- 96488,
Covaxine - 13369 and
Corbevax- 2934. In fact this
is a massive National
Programme conducted
successfully by BSP.

It is worth mentioning
that with the tireless effort
of Covid vaccination
team, including vaccina-
tors Reena Janghel, Lovely
Shibu, Chintamani Sahu
and Cristina Das along
with logistic support of
verifiers, data operators,
support staff and help
from M&HS Department
of JLNHRC has made this
drive successful.

BTTTA to provide assistance
for marriage of daughters

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 02: Bhilai
Truck Trailer Transport
Association (BTTTA) has
come forward for a noble
cause. On the death an-
niversary of its founder
member, president and
patron, Seth Beera Singh,
Bhilai Truck Trailer
Transport Association
will launch a scheme to
provide financial assis-
tance of Rs 25000 (cash or
household items) for the
marriage of girls.

Inderjit Singh Chhotu,
President of BSP Truck
Trailer Transport
Association, said that a

contribution of
Rs 25000 will be
made for the
marriage of
the daughters
of the union's
d r i v e r s ,
helpers, me-
chanics, super-
visors and
lifters. This ini-
tiative will be
launched on
the occasion of
the death an-
niversary of Late Seth
Beera Singh on October
03.

At the time of the
daughter's marriage, the
amount will be handed

over to her or
the family
members. If
the members
want, they can
also buy house-
hold items or
can get it in
cash from the
association.
All options will
be open to
them.

Apart from
this, free

health checkup of the
drivers, operators and su-
pervisors will also be con-
ducted every month. The
Association has always
supported its members

whenever needed.
Inderjit Singh said that

they will make all possi-
ble efforts for the better-
ment of the members and
the people associated with
them. It needs to be men-
tioned here that the
Heavy Transport
Company has been deliv-
ering its social responsi-
bilities in every field for
the last several years.

Heavy Transport
Company has achieved a
significant position in
Chhattisgarh. The Heavy
Transport Company has
helped and extended sup-
port to thousands of peo-
ple in every possible way.

CM virtually interacts with villagers of Hasda
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 02: Moving for-
ward in the direction of re-
alizing the dream of the
Father of the Nation -
Mahatma Gandhi, founda-
tion stone was laid for the
establishment of Mahatma
Gandhi Rural Industries
Park (RIPA) at selected
Gauthan in the district.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel laid the foundation
stone of RIPA in various
Gauthans of the state
through video conferencing
from the capital Raipur
with the aim of creating ad-
ditional income through
livelihood for rural poor
families.

On this occasion, events
were organized in district
headquarters, block head-
quarters and village Hasda
and other villages of Durg
District. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre and Collector

Pushpendra Kumar Meena
also joined the programme
from Collectorate. The pub-
lic representatives and ben-
eficiaries expressed grati-
tude towards the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and said that on the birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, Rural Industrial
Parks i.e. RIPA is being
started in the district. The
Divisional Commissioner
said that if the society
wants to continue on the
path of progress, it has to
start again from the vil-
lages. One will have to go to

the village to realize the
dream of Gram Swarajya.
The RIPA program will give
strength to the thoughts of
Mahatma Gandhi. To make
a plan successful, it is nec-
essary to implement it
properly. The Collector said
that they will make an effec-
tive system for RIPA to con-
tinuously monitor the activ-
ities and receive feedback
also. These Rural Industrial
Parks have Poha Processing
Unit, Snacks / chips
Packaging Unit, Flour Mill,
Minor Forest Produce
Collection and Processing

Unit, Button Mushroom
Production and Processing
Unit, Handloom Sewing
and Fashion Designing
Unit, Fly Ash Bricks and
Paver Block Unit, Bora
(Vermi Bag Making
Machine), Satellite
Hatchery, Cattle Feed
Manufacturing Unit, Papad
Bijori Pickle and Spices
Manufacturing Unit, Maize
Processing Unit, Tamarind
Processing Unit, soap, de-
tergent and phenol manu-
facturing, layer farming,
pulse mill and spice unit
will be set up. Under the

Suraji Gaon Yojana of
Chhattisgarh, it has been
conceptualized to make the
villages self-supporting and
self-reliant by strengthen-
ing the rural economy
through rural industry and
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p .
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park (RIPA) i.e.
Rural Livelihood Park
scheme is being started to
develop Gauthans as liveli-
hood centers. Under the
scheme, keeping Gauthans
at the center point, rural
production and service cen-
ters will be developed to

meet local, government and
other needs.

The basic objective of the
RIPA scheme is to create a
means of additional in-
come through livelihood ac-
tivities for the rural poor
families. After planning the
activities for each RIPA,
work will be done on the
basis of a separate business
plan for each enterprise by
preparing Integrated Detail
Project Report (DPR) and
blueprint for public facili-
ties in RIPA.

Based on the local re-
quirement and market po-
tential, various enterprises
will be set up in Gauthans
as per the prescribed time-
table. In Rural Livelihood
Park (RIPA), basic infra-
structure like internal
roads, electricity, water and
drainage system, work
shed, storage system, train-
ing, toilets, marketing sup-
port, technical guidance etc
will be provided.
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Conveyor gallery
collapses in BSP

Bhilai, Oct 02: On
Saturday, a major portion
of the conveyor gallery of
Ore Handling Plant col-
lapsed in Bhilai Steel
Plant. It was a narrow es-
cape for some employees
as they had just left the
Operator's Room located
beneath the conveyor
gallery.

Conveyor Gallery
Numbers RM-1 and RM -2
were damaged in this inci-
dent after which supply of
raw material to Sintering
Plant 2 was badly affected.
However, alternate
arrangements have been
made to supply the raw
materials to Sintering
Plant 2 with the help of
trucks. Some gas pipelines
were also damaged in this
incident.

The trade unions alleged
that the gallery collapsed
due to the lack of mainte-
nance. The union leaders
asserted that the moving
parts and structures are
wearing out due to lack of
maintenance and cleanli-
ness.

BSP Public Relations
Department informed that
the repair works have been
launched and the conveyor
gallery would become op-
erational very soon.

Elderly people honoured on International Day of Older Persons

Ritika Dhruv selected for NASA’s
Citizen Science Project

CM Bhupesh Baghel extends his best wishes and congratulates



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  MONDAY, OCTOBER 03,  2022

IIM Raipur hosts the inaugural
event of Gyan Varsha series 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0022:: On the occa-
sion of Gandhi Jayanti, IIM
Raipur hosted the inaugural
event of their monthly intellec-
tual talk series “Gyan Varsha
presenting ??: Rockstars of
India” dedicated towards mak-
ing India better. This series
aims to bring together acade-
mia and industry through pur-
pose-driven speakers in an
informal, intellectual and
social environment. The event
was graced by Dr. M. R.
Madhavan, Co-founder, and
President of PRS Legislative
Research, Mrs. Meeta
Rajivlochan, Member
Secretary, National
Commission for Women,
Government of India., and
Prof. M. Rajivlochan,
Department of History, Punjab
University. They shared valu-

able insights on the topic for
the event, “The past and the
future: 75 years of learning,
and the path ahead.”

The event was addressed by
Prof. Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM Raipur, in which
he set the premise for the
topic. Meeta Rajivlochan initi-
ated the discussion by high-
lighting the subjectivity in the
definition of what would make
India great. She further talked
about how institutional mecha-
nisms can generate trust in the
digital age and the use of IT
tools to improve efficiency and
build businesses; especially
MSMEs. Prof. M. Rajivlochan
explained how Indian society
has always had women in
prominent roles. Later, when
talking about Indian history, he
gave the advice to keep an eye

on the challenges it faced and
draw lessons from them.

Dr. Madhavan described
India as an exceptional democ-
racy, breaking the European
mould of “One language, One
ethnicity, One nation”. He
explained the current situation
and challenges faced by our
Parliamentary houses, provid-
ed some suggestions on how
this situation could be
improved and how the PRS ini-
tiative is trying to help in the
improvement of the
Parliamentary system.

The session ended with an
insightful question and answer
session. The next event of the
series is scheduled to be held
on 2nd November 2022, which
will touch upon the role of
technology and innovation in
the Healthcare industry.

Grand Garba Eve’ celebration at NIT Raipur

Raipur, Oct 02: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organised ‘The
Grand Garba Eve 2022’ on
Navratri on 30th
September 2022 in front of
the Shaheed Lt. Arvind
Shankar Dixit Memorial
Garden. The event was
conducted by Nrityam, the
official dance club of NIT
Raipur, under the guidance
of Dr. Moksha Singh,
Professor In-Charge,
Nrityam.

The event began at 6:00
PM with the welcoming of
esteemed guests i.e., Dr.
Suraj Kumar Mukti, Dr.
Mridu Sahu, Dr. Kafeel

Ahmed Siddique, and Dr.
Harinder Bikrol. Prayers
were offered to Goddess
Durga and after which the
students of Nrityam gave a
heart-warming perform-
ance.

Post this, the
Matrishakti Group of NIT
Raipur added charm to the
event with their dance per-
formace. The dancers in-
cluded: Mrs. Punam
Raguwanshi, Mrs. Rashmi
Diwan, Mrs. Pranita
Sonkar, Mrs. Shilpa
Chopkar, Mrs. Mona
Bikrol, Mrs. Sunita, Mrs.
Pooja Mishra, and Mrs.
Sulakshna Mukti.

After their performance,
the event was open to all.
During this time, enthusi-
astic participation of stu-
dents, faculty, staff and
their families was wit-
nessed. The event ended
with the distribution of
prizes to the winners for
their exceptional perform-
ances. The Most Energetic
award was given to Shivani
Shikha, Best Dressed
Female award was bagged
by Varshan Sahu, and Best
Dressed Male award was
given to Prince Kumar. The
event was enjoyed by all
those who participated and
was a grand success.

Tributes to Mahatma Gandhi,
Shastri at State Assembly

Raipur, Oct 02: Rich trib-
utes were paid to Father of
Nation Mahatma Gandhi
and former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur
Shastri on their birth an-
niversary today at
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly. Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant gar-
landed portraits of
Mahatma Gandhi and for-
mer Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri at a pro-
gramme organised in
front of the statue of

Mahatma Gandhi in as-
sembly premises.
Assembly secretary
Dinesh Sharma and senior
officers and staff too paid
floral tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi and Shastri.
Anurag Singh, Kundan
Chouhan, Laxmikant Sen,
Rajesh Chouhan,
Ramkumar Yadav and com-
pany recited Gandhiji’s fa-
mous Bhajans “Vaishnav
Jan To Tene Kahiye....” and
“Raghupati Raghav Raja
Ram......”.

Gandhiji’s philosophy needed even today: Tiwari

Raipur, Oct 02:
Chhattisgarh Khadi
Gramodyog Board (CGB)
Chairman Rajendra
Tiwari has said that
Gandhiji’s philosophy was
needed today as much as it
was before independence.
Today every Indian is
proud to see the statue of
Gandhi ji in front of the
British Parliament and
the world knows India as
the country of Gandhi and
Goutam, Tiwari said at a
programme organised on
the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti today. Tiwari
joined the programme vir-

tually.
Speaking as chief guest

renowned litterateur
Girish Pankaj said that his
childhood was spent sell-
ing Khadi clothes and he
resolved to wear Khadi for
life. Today in the 21st cen-
tury, women are also wear-
ing Khadi clothes, which
shows that the people of
India are following the
path shown by the
Gandhiji, he said.

Stressing the need for
promoting Gandhiji’s ide-
ology and principles
Chhattisgarh Khadi
Gramodyog Board
Managing Director Rekha
Shukla said that students
should associate them-
selves with Gandhiji. For
this the youth should take
Gandhiji’s legacy for-
ward, she said and added
that youth should keep

themselves connected
with India in the same
way as Gandhiji connect-
ed entire India.

Noted Gandhian
Brajkishore Prasad said
that the relevance of
Gandhiji is visible in the
lives of the students. The
way every Gandhiji
changed his personality
with the passage of time,
in the same way every stu-
dent should mould his
personality in the interest
of the country, he empha-
sised.

Kalpana Choudhary,
daughter of freedom
fighter, present in the pro-
gramme said that Gandhi
had a revolutionary idea
to connect women and
children in the salt
march. The two-day essay,
quiz and improvised
speech competition or-

ganized at Khadi and
Gramodyog Board,
Gandhi Bhawan, Keyur
Bhushan Memorial
Complex, Kankalipara
concluded on the occasion
of Gandhi Jayanti. Such
competitions are being or-
ganized by the Khadi and
Gramodyog Board to pro-
mote ideology and princi-
ples of Gandhiji and to de-
liver Khadi from door to
door.

This time the competi-
tion was based on the en-
tire philosophy of life of
the Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi. The
winners were awarded by
the chief guest Girish
Pankaj, Brajkishore
Prasad and Kalpana
Choudhary.

The chief guests pres-
ent on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti distrib-
uted prizes to the winners

of essay, quiz and impro-
vised speech competition.
In the essay competition,
Neelam Sahu got first,
Kanchan Adil got second
and Stuti Sharma got
third place. Thanendra
Bahadur Singh secured
first position, Diksha
Mishra second and Toshi
Yadav third in the quiz
competition. Similarly, in
the improvised speech,
Rashmi Verma got first,
Sandhya Arjunwar got
second and Suraj Prakash
got third place.

Member of
Chhattisgarh Khadi and
Gramodyog Board
Koushal Chandrakar,
Director of Culture and
Archeology Department,
Rahul Singh, officers of
the board, and principals,
professors and students of
various colleges of
Raipur were present.

‘Maha Ashtami’ to be celebrated today
with religious fervour & gaiety

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0022::  Maha Ashtami
or the eighth day of Navaratri
will be celebrated across the
state on October 3. This day is
dedicated to Goddess
Mahagauri, the 8th Avtar of
Maa Durga. On this day, devo-
tees in large numbers throng
various temples to offer
prayers. Temples at various
location in the city - Kalabadi,
Akashwani Chowk, Mana,
Tatibandh, Mahamaya temple
has made special arrange-
ments on the occasion of
‘Maha Ashtami’ with havans,
special pooja rituals and mass
feeding at various places in the
city. Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has extended his greet-
ings and best wishes to all the

residents in the state . In his
message, the Chief Minister
said that Goddess Durga is a
symbol of power and is also a
divine form of nari-shakti. He
said, Durga Puja is the celebra-
tion of the victory of good over

evil and the nine different
forms of Maa Durga represent
the different aspects of the
association of the life and
nature.

He appealed to the people
to resolve to build a society
where women are bestowed
with higher respect than
before and equal participation
in the process of nation build-
ing. He prayed to God that this
joyous festival is marked by
the spirit of peace, fraternity
and unity among the residents
and we rededicate ourselves to
the service and progress of our
state. He hoped that the bless-
ings of goddess Durga will fur-
ther the spirit of happiness and
well-being in society.

Ch’garh tops in East Zone in
‘Swachh Survekshan Rural’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 02:
Chhattisgarh succeeded
in making a mark
across the country for
its remarkable work in
the field of cleanliness.
Four awards have also
been given to
Chhattisgarh in Swachh
Survekshan Gramin.
Chhattisgarh has
emerged as the top per-
forming state in the East
Zone. Along with this,
Chhattisgarh has also
received National
Award in 3 other cate-
gories. President
Draupadi Murmu has
rewarded Chhattisgarh
in the award ceremony
held at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi in the
Swachh Bharat Diwas
2022 program organized
on Gandhi Jayanti.

Chhattisgarh has
topped the East Zone in
the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Rural) survey
conducted by the
Department of
Drinking Water and
Sanitation, Ministry of
Jalshakti. On the other
hand, Durg and Balod

have secured the second
and third positions re-
spectively among the
best performing dis-
tricts in the East Zone.
Along with this,
Chhattisgarh has got
the third position in the
Central Zone in the wall
writing competition on
ODF Plus. Union
Minister for Jal Shakti
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Union
Minister for Rural
Development and
Panchayat Raj Giriraj
Singh, Minister of State
for Jal Shakti Prahlad
Singh Patel, Minister of
State for Jal Shakti and
Tribal Affairs
Bisheswar Tudu were
present in the program
organized at Vigyan
Bhawan. Along with
this, public representa-
tives and other
awardees including offi-

cials of Swachh Bharat
Mission, Jal Jeevan
Mission from
Chhattisgarh were in-
volved. Union Minister
for Jal Shakti Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat,
Union Minister for
Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Giriraj
Singh, Minister of State
for Jal Shakti Prahlad
Singh Patel, Minister of
State for Jal Shakti and
Tribal Affairs
Bisheswar Tudu were
present in the program
organized at Vigyan
Bhawan. Along with
this, Prasanna R,
Secretary from
Chhattisgarh, Sanjay
Agarwal, Director of
Swachh Bharat Mission,
Satya Narayan Rathore,
officials of Jal Jeevan
Mission, public repre-
sentatives and other
awardees were involved.

Self-reliance through Self-employment
is the Gandhian way: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0022:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today attended
the programme on “Gandhi,
Youth and Challenges of New
India’” organized by Culture and
Archaeology Department at
Shaheed Smarak Bhavan. On the
occasion, Chief Minister
announced ‘Anupam Mishra
Award’ for the individuals and
organisations working in the field
of water recharging. He
announced that an award will be
instated in the memory of
renowned litterateur Shri
Habeeb Tanveer as well.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated the pro-
gramme by lighting the tradition-
al lamps and garlanding the oil
paintings of Father of Nation
Mahatma Gandhi, Ex-Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri and

Chhattisgarh Mahtari. On the
occasion, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel released the
book titled ‘Sonakhan 1857’
authored by Ashish Singh and
book named ‘Johar Gandhi’
authored by Amir Hashmi. On the
occasion, Advisor to Chief
Minister Pradeep Sharma, MLA
Devendra Yadav, Secretary
Culture and Archaeology
Department Anbalgan P, Culture
Department Director Vivek
Acharya and nearly three thou-
sand young members of Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club.

Addressing the program, Chief
Minister said that today is the
day to remember Gandhiji and
Lal Bahadur Shastri. Various
belongings of Mahatma Gandhi
have been preserved and put on
display in Magan Museum, locat-
ed in Wardha. Gandhiji conduct-
ed in-depth research on the spin-
ning wheel ‘charkha’, and agri-
cultural equipment and also
organized various incentive pro-
grammes to encourage the same.
All the revolutions that have
taken place across the world

were started by the youth, which
led to major reorganization of the
society. Gandhiji showed the
path of self-reliance, love, truth,
non-violence and led the entire
nation to attain freedom.

In his address to the youth,
Baghel said that Gandhiji sacri-
ficed his clothing and became
the embodiment of minimalism.
He inspired people to minimize
their needs and live a simple life.
He asked the youth to spend
their time and energy searching
for new ideas and works. He said
that Gandhi fought with non-vio-
lence, truth and love. Gandhiji
showed the path of becoming
self-reliant by creating self-
employment with hard work and
dedication. He inspired young-
sters to serve the needy and suf-
fering humanity. The experience
of life would have weighed heav-
ily on the knowledge of the book.
Shri Baghel gave the example of
Divyang Dhurve, a young farmer
from Balod, whom he met during
the Bhent-Mulaqat, and said that
hard work and dedication is the
Gandhian way of character

development as well as of suc-
cess. He said that the self-confi-
dence our sisters of working self-
help groups is our biggest asset.
Confidence comes from hard
work, which can win even the
toughest of the battles.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel further said that Gandhiji
honoured ‘Karm’ and ‘Shram’. He
used to work in the fields among
the farmers, and he brought hon-
our to the weavers by spinning
the charkha. Gandhiji respected
the hard work, and he brought
millions  of people together for
the cause of honouring hard
work and labour. Baghel said
that we are yet to achieve free-
dom socially and economically.
Youth is our strength and young
energy needs to be channelized.
There is a need to make collec-
tive and organized efforts to pro-
vide them opportunities.

Baghel said that Chhattisgarh
has taken major leap towards
promoting self-reliance and self-
employment. The state govern-
ment has started procurement of
cow dung, cow urine (gaumutra),

and so far nearly 20 lakh quintals
of vermi compost has been pro-
duced. We have the highest num-
ber of fertilizer factories in the
entire country i.e. 8,500. And this
is how, Chhattisgarh is on its way
to become an organic state.
Youth are earning lakhs of rupees
by joining organic farming. He
said that many initiatives have
also been taken in the direction
of environment conservation in
Chhattisgarh. We have started
promoting water recharging. We
have appealed to the farmers to
donate hay to avoid pollution
caused by stubble burning. As a
result, the utility of water, forest
and land has increased.

Pradeep Sharma said that in
his youth, Gandhiji had tied the
whole country with a mantra of
truth and non-violence. Young
Rajiv Gandhi made the country a
leader in the field of information
technology. Chief Minister
Baghel is taking forward this res-
olution. Ashok Khosla, President,
Development Alternatives, New
Delhi said that Gandhi ji has
shown us the path of how we can
create a bright future for the
youth. By following his ideas, we
can establish a self-reliant and
an ideal society. Dr. Vijay
Mahajan, Director, Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation Delhi praised the
Government of Chhattisgarh for
the schemes implemented in the
direction of saving water, forest
land and resources while moti-
vating the youth for sports, self-
employment, goodwill and
revival of culture. Lt Gen Arun
Sahni, Aika Chaturvedi and Dr.
Vibha Gupta also addressed in
the program.

Ch’garh gets four
national awards in
different categories

President Draupadi
Murmu honored on
Swachh Bharat
Diwas

CM attends prog
organised on the
theme ‘Gandhi,
Youth and
Challenges of New
India’

‘Anupam Mishra
Award’ announced
for the organiza-
tions working in the
field of water
recharging

Award instated in
the memory of
renowned littera-
teur Shri Habeeb
Tanveer

CKGB is carrying
forward Gandhiji’s
ideology and princi-
ples: Rekha Shukla

Essay, quiz and
improvised speech
competition on
Gandhi Jayanti 

By Chhattisgarh
Khadi and Village
Industries Board

‘BHARAT JODO YATRA’

Congmen from District Youth Congress (DYC) took out ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ under lead-
ership MLA Raipur (Rural) Satyanarayan Sharma, MLA Raipur North Kuldeep Juneja
and other office bearers of PCC and DYC members.

PSEUDO-FEMINISM! 
By Abhishek Agrawal

In recent times, many arti-
cles and newspaper writings
have been published in presti-
gious newspapers about pseu-
do-feminism. These write-ups
hide insidefake façade of fem-
inism and these are mislead-
ing and manipulative!
Feminism is what we should
all support but pseudo-femi-
nism is the biggest threat to
our society. Does it mean to do
an activity of supporting femi-
nine gender, even if they are
wrong!? Frankly speaking,
sometimes, a few women go to
the extremes!!
In a country like India where
the male population is larger

than the female, it is obvious
that there will be male domi-
nation. It may seem here that I
am male chauvinistic!  But let
me make it clear that we
should support the weaker
gender but only up to a limit.
Pseudo-feminism sometimes
profess that feminine genders
are superior to masculine, in
all fields! But in a balanced so-
ciety, everyone is equal. Merit
should be the only parameter
to decide the position of both
the genders. Sadly, some laws
in our Indian Penal Code are
pro-women or discriminatory!
For example, if a woman com-
plains a man that she is being
harassed, there will be no
proof needed! An F.I.R. can be

filed and the accused would be
arrested immediately!
For a fact, I know that many
women have taken advantage
of this lacuna of law. They get
the men arrested if their or-
ders or wishes are not com-
plied! Sometimes they black-
mail the male counterpart and
demand money!
We have also witnessed many
cases in recent times like the
Zomato Delivery Boy and the
road rage when a woman hits
a man but no one cared to stop
her. Unfortunately, when
women do such action, no
punishment is meted out and
people justify such on-the-spot
action! These women also win
cases and are given compensa-

tion! The same problem has
been shown in the movie
“SECTION 375”!
It is high time that we realise
the real problem and never ig-
nore this problem troubling
our society before it is too late!
The problem is small now but
if we don’t pay heed to it, then
it will turn out to be the
biggest problem in near fu-
t u r e !
I agree that in the past, women
were bullied and suppressed.
But now the opposite is hap-
pening in some case. I strongly
believe that meritocracy
should be encouraged. We
have seen the benefits of meri-
tocracy in countries like
Singapore.

Environmental protection
competition held

Raipur, Oct 02: Sant
Dnyaneshwar Vidyalaya
run by Maharashtra
Mandal, a competition was
organized by the
Environment Protection
Committee for environmen-
tal protection. In which the
students of the school
showed their enthusiasm by

participating in which three
winners were declared.

On Oct 1
the winners
were awarded
by Shubhangi
Apte Brand
Ambassador
for Mor
R a i p u r. T h e
purpose of
the competi-
tion and
award was to
create aware-
ness among

the students for environ-
mental protection.

RKC wins prestigious IPSC Girl’s
Hockey championship

Raipur, Oct 02: The Girls
Hockey team from
Rajkumar College (RKC)
Raipur won the prestigious
IPSC Girls Hockey
Championship defeated
Maharani Gyatri Devi
Girls School. In another in-
teresting tie-breaker, last
year’s champion Motilal
Nehru Schol of Sports Rai,
Sonipath was defeated by 2-
0 on Sept 30.

In the above competi-
tion, the following teams
took part viz. Vidya Devi
Jindal Schoo, Hissar;
Punjab Public School,
Nabha; Yadvendra Public
School, Mohali; Lawrence
School, Lavdel, Ooty; Birla
Girl’s School Pillani

Rajasthan; Welham Girl’s
School Dehradun;
Maharani Gyatri Girl’s
School, Jaipur, Motilal
Nehru School of Sports,
Rai and Rajkumar College,
Raipur.

In the league matches,
RKC’s girl’s hockey team
defeated the following
teams: Yadvendra Public
School-Mohali was defeat-
ed by 8-0; Welham Girl’s
School, Dehradun by 3-0;

Maharani Gyatri Devi
School, Jaipur by 2-0 and
Vidya Devi Jindal School,
Hissar by 2-1. The award of
the best goalkeeper went to
Varsha Ravi.

On this achievement, the
President and Chairman of
RKC management commit-
tee; Principal have extend-
ed greetings to entire team
and the staff for winning
this prestigious champi-
onship.

GNI workshop on ‘Data Journalism, Data
Verification and Visual Verification’ held

Raipur, Oct 02:
Department of Electronic
Media, Kushabhau Thakre
University of Journalism
and Mass
Communication, Raipur
and Google News
Initiative (GNI) India
Training Network organ-
ize a Workshop on “Data
Journalism, Data
Verification and Visual
Verification” at the uni-
versity auditorium
‘Samved’. Prof. Baldeo
Bhai Sharma, Vice-
Chancellor in his presi-
dential address said to
achieve the goal in your
life, you should be aware
that there should be value
addition in your learning.
Mobile has emerged as a
major medium of social
media, so one must be
more vigilant on this that

the right information
reaches the people and
Google News Initiative has
taken the responsibility to
educate people. Media is a
positive force, it should not
be understood as a nega-
tive force.

Dr. Narendra Tripathi,
Head, Department of
Electronic Media and

Director, Radio Samvad
90.4 FM in his welcome ad-
dress said data is power,
the importance of data
verification has increased
a lot on every platform of
social media. The whole
world is very much affect-
ed by fake information, so
the whole world is empha-
sizing on verification

today. There are gatekeep-
ers in the newspaper, tele-
vision, radio and news
portals but in social media
the citizen is the gatekeep-
er, therefore it is very im-
portant for us to be educat-
ed and trained the meth-
ods and tools of debunk-
ing misinformation.

The resource person of
the workshop
Bichitrananda Panda,
Trainer, GNI India
Training Network and
Assistant Professor, Amity
School of
Communication, Amity
University, Raipur train
the students of B.Sc.
Electronic Media, M.Sc.
Electronic Media and
MBA (Media
Management) in the tech-
nical sessions on Data
Journalism, Data

Verification and Visual
Verification. He demon-
strated the reverse image
search, utility of Google
lens, InVID, Yandex to de-
bunk misinformation.

GNI India Training
Network is an initiative to
support journalists, fact-
checkers and media educa-
tors across India in their
fight against misinforma-
tion. The network has
trained 40,319 journalists,
media educators, fact-
checkers and journalism
students in more than 10
languages across India,
benefiting hundreds of
newsrooms and universi-
ties. Varsha Sharma coor-
dinated the inaugural ses-
sions and technical ses-
sions where in Dr. Vaishali
Golap proposed the vote of
thanks.

Reading campaign 2022 to promote
culture of reading in Ch’garh

Raipur, Oct 02: The reading
campaign 2022 based on the
theme Reading Equals :
“#Padhna Jhan Samanta
Vhan” by Room to Read in
collaboration with SCERT
Chhattisgarh commenced on
the 15 th of August 2022 in
the state  to maximize the
reach to every stakeholder
across the state.

A series of initiatives
were introduced at the state,
District, School, and
Community levels to pro-
mote the core message and to
create awareness among par-
ents, teachers, and commu-
nity members to support
children and promote the
culture of reading and conti-
nuity in learning while
spreading awareness on
reading and its impact on
bridging  inequities.

The Reading Campaign
was launched by messaging
various  stakeholders
through WhatsApp and
Telegram groups, by sharing

stories from the Literacy
Cloud and through various
digital platforms in the state.

State initiatives during the
Reading Campaign: A live
online webinar was held on
August 24, 2022, from 12:00
PM to 1:00 PM in partnership
with SCERT, Raipur. The em-
phasis of the webinar was to
formally establish contact
with the representatives of
each District and each DIET

in order to assure their ac-
tive involvement in owning
and managing the many ac-
tivities under the Reading
Campaign with the aid of the
district’s teachers. The key
speakers included Ms. Nishi
Bhamri, Associate Director,
Mr. Anand Saraswat,
Assistant Professor, and Ms.
Vidya Dange, Assistant
Professor. From Room to
Read India, Mr. Pradeep

Singh, spoke in detail about
the many reading campaign
related actions and plans.
The webinar was broadcast-
ed live on Room to Read
India’s YouTube channel,
there were about 2200 active
viewers who witnessed the
live webinar. DIETs from all
around the state also stepped
forward to host the Reading
Campaign’s signature event
by planning day-long activi-
ties that focused on the cam-
paign’s reading equals
theme. District DMC Mr.
Rajkumar Tiwari, DIET
principal Mrs. Savita Rajput,
and the DIET Faculties all
contributed to the video byte
that served as the medium
for sharing the message in-
tended to inspire the dis-
trict’s many stakeholders.
The Principal, DMC, and
other district authorities
shared the message with the
other officials via the dis-
trict’s WhatsApp communi-
cation channel.

Kalyan Jewellers forays into
Bilaspur with a new showroom 

Raipur, Oct 02: Kalyan
Jewellers, one of India’s
most-trusted and largest
jewellery companies,
today launched its brand
new showroom at
Bilaspur in Chhattisgarh.
The new and luxurious
showroom, located at
Agrasen Chowk on Link
Road marks the entry of
the jewellery brand in the
city. This is the brand’s
2nd showroom in the state.

Talking about the new
showroom launch, Mr.
Ramesh Kalyanaraman,
Executive Director, Kalyan
Jewellers said, “We are ex-
tremely delighted to

launch our first showroom
in Bilaspur. We see
tremendous growth poten-
tial in this market, consid-
ering the exponential level
at which the city is grow-
ing. We aim to offer a best-
in-class buying experi-
ence, while ensuring the
safety and health of our
patrons and the communi-
ty at large by providing a
safe, hygienic and person-
alized shopping environ-

ment.” Celebrating the
showroom launch in
unique style, the jewellery
brand has announced flat
25% off on making for all
jewellery purchases from
Kalyan Jewellers as well
as flat 25% off on stone
value, which is applicable
only on a minimum pur-
chase of stone value worth
Rs. 1 lakh. The jewellery
brand has introduced the
‘Special Kalyan Gold Rate’

standardizing the price of
gold across all Kalyan
Jewellers’ showrooms in
India, which is the lowest
in the market. Customers
can avail the exciting
range of offers from
across Kalyan Jewellers’
showrooms in India. The
one-of-its-kind offers are
valid until 15th November
2022. Customers will also
be able to avail the benefits
of Kalyan’s new 4-Level
Assurance Certification
on gold jewellery. While
jewellery retailed at
Kalyan Jewellers goes
through multiple purity
tests and are all BIS hall-
marked, the 4-level assur-
ance certificate promises
customers payment on the
value of purity mentioned
in the invoice during ex-
change or resale. Also, it
ensures free lifetime main-
tenance of ornaments at
any Kalyan Jewellers’
showroom in the country.

Ras Garba celebrations held
at Daga Girls College

Raipur, Oct 02: More than
one thousand girls took
part in Ras Garba celebra-
tions held at Daga Girls
College on the auspicious
occasion of Navratri.
Some of the students pre-
sented dance in the form

of Maa Durga.
Raipur Municipal

Corporation Speaker and
Ex-Mayor Pramod Dubey
was present on the occa-
sion as chief guest. Garba
dance was presented after
Puja Archana of Maa

Durga. Seeing students
performing Garba the
Dubey too danced to the
music of devotional songs
of Maa Durga. Ajay
Tiwari, Dr Sangeeta Ghai
and all the professors at-
tended the programme.

Health Secy Prasanna, NHM
Director Bhoskar donate blood

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 02: Health
Department Secretary,
Prasanna R and Director
of National Health
Mission Bhoskar Vilas
Sandipan donated blood in
the model blood-bank of
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital on
National Voluntary Blood
Donation Day today.
National Voluntary Blood
Donation Day is celebrated
every year on 1 October to
make people aware about
blood donation and to pro-
mote voluntary blood do-
nation.

This year it is being cele-
brated on the theme of
“Donating blood is an act

of Solidarity. Join the ef-
fort and save lives”.
Various government and
non-governmental organi-
zations organize blood do-
nation camps and other
awareness campaigns on
this day.

Both Prasanna R and
Sandipan called upon the
people to join blood dona-
tion campaign and donate
blood to save lives of the

needy. According
Prasanna R blood donation
is a great donation and a
great service to the society
and humanity. The objec-
tive of blood donation cam-
paign is to create aware-
ness about voluntary blood
donation on a regular
basis, he said. He appealed
to everyone to come for-
ward in large numbers and
motivate their friends, rel-

atives and colleagues to do-
nate blood in this noble
cause. According to him a
person has 5 to 6 liters of
blood in his body and he
can donate blood once in
every three months.

Blood cannot be made
with any machine or ma-
chine, blood is produced
only in the human body,
Sandipan said. According
to him millions of lives
can be saved every year
with timely donation of
blood to people suffering
from blood disorders like
Thalassemia, Sickle cell,
Anemia and in cases of se-
rious injury. According to
him any person aged be-
tween 18 years and 65
years and having weight of
more than 45 kg can do-
nate blood. Young children
suffering from
Thalassemia, Cerebral
Malaria and various seri-
ous diseases, who are hos-

pitalized, are given blood
without donors at the
state-of-the-art blood bank
in Dr Ambedkar Memorial
Hospital, informed Dr
Vijay Kapse, in-charge of
blood-bank. Patients in gy-
necology and obstetrics de-
partment suffering from
the problem of excessive
bleeding, accident victims
in trauma centers and
sickle cell patients are also
being provided blood with-
out donor, he informed.

Head of the Department
of Pathology Professor Dr
Arvind Neral too donated
blood on this occasion.
This was his 199th blood
donation. Dr Rabia Parvin
Siddiqui and Dr Riti
Sharma of Medical
College too donated blood.
Dr Neral said that health
department decided to de-
velop blood bank as sepa-
rate transfusion medicine
department in future.
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On National
Voluntary Blood
Donation Day

New outlet at
Agrasen Chowk,
Bilaspur is the sec-
ond showroom in
Chhattisgarh, and
164th globally

Johtarin Nishad

Raipur: Johtari
Nishad, resident of
Parsada (Samoda)
Arang, District-Raipur
passed away on
October 2, 2022. She
was 67-year old. She
was mother of
Kanhaiyalal,Bahadur,
Tijiya Nishad and
grand mother of
Temanlal Nishad of
Nav Bharat Press.

Obituary

Defeated Maharani
Gyatri Devi Girl’s
School by 8-0

In Sant
Dnyaneshwar
Vidyalaya
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Pandariya, Oct 02: 

A painting competition
was organized under nu-
trition month,in
Government Higher
Secondary School,
Kishungarh of Pandariya-
Block. The volunteers
present gave information
regarding Sukanya

Samridhi Mahotsav.The
program was inaugurated
in the presence of Chief
Guest Regional MP Mohan
Mandavi Special Guest
Women and Child
Development Officer Shri
CS Mishra, Principal of
Kanker Jaypee
International School,
Ritesh Kumar Choubey.

The superintendent of the
department, Mr. H, N.
Sharma appealed, to de-
posit in schemes being de-
posited in the postal de-
partment, postal life insur-
ance, rural postal life in-
surance, Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana, PPF,
India Post Payment Bank.
In his address, the Chief

Guest Shri Mandavi ap-
preciated this program of
the Department of Posts
on this Amrit Mahotsav of
the Government of India
and was pleased with the
enthusiastic performance
of the school students and
students of NCC; NSS.My
Stamp Ticket was also re-
leased in the program.

Painting competition organized
under nutrition month

Rajnandgaon, Oct 02: 

Under the direction of
District Collector Doman
Singh, a Janchaupal pro-
gram was conducted and
many issues were re-
solved by the officials.
Also Additional Collector
CL Markandeya listened
to the grievances of the
general public and took
initiative to resolve them.

Mathura Sahu alleged
of fraudulently being rid
of her sanctioned loan
amount by the Self Help
Group she works, of
which her case was di-
rected to be resolved by
the Additional Collector.
Similarly, MGNREGA
workers of Gram
Panchayat Totalbhari
have complained about
non-payment of remu-
neration for the work
done by them in MNRE-

GA. Similarly,
Purushottam Devangan,
resident of Sheetlapara
Motipur, an investor in
chit fund company
Sahara, has applied for
refund of the amount in-
vested in the company.

Farmers of village pan-
chayat Bairagibhedi of
Chhuria block have ap-
plied for the benefit of

Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana for crop
damage caused by scanty
rainfall last
year.Similarly, Habib
Khan of Ram Nagar
Ward 7 has applied for re-
placement of shabby and
tilted electric poles.
Similarly, farmers affect-
ed by Koliari reservoir
have applied for compen-

sation amount. The
Additional Collector di-
rected the concerned offi-
cers for proper disposal
of the applicants. It is
noteworthy that at the
sub-division level across
the district, SDM,
Tehsildar, CMO, District
CEO are solving the prob-
lems of the citizens in
Janchaupal.

Citizens getting relief
from Janchaupal program

Bijapur, Oct 02: On the oc-
casion of Gandhi’s birth
anniversary, the foundation
stone was laid for the estab-
lishment of Mahatma
Gandhi Rural Park (MGRI-
PA) in two identified
Gauthans in all the four de-
velopment blocks of the
district. State Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
laid the foundation stone of
“RIPA” with the objective of
making additional income
through livelihood for rural
poor families in various
Gauthans of the state
through video conferenc-
ing from the Chief
Minister’s residence in his
capital.

The chief guest of the
program organized in
Bijapur district, Regional
MLA and Vice-Chairman
of Bastar Development
Authority Vikram Shah
Mandavi laid the founda-
tion stone of Mahatma

Gandhi Ruler Industrial
Park (MGRIPA) in 8
Gauthans of the district. In
which gram panchayats
Gadamali and Mangalnar
of development block
Bhairamgarh, Itpal and
Gangalur of development
block Bijapur, Hirapur and
Chintakonta of develop-
ment block Usoor and
Gothan of Rudraram and

Kottur of development
block Bhopalpatnam are in-
cluded. Mahatma Gandhi
Industrial Park will be es-
tablished for entrepreneur-
ship development and
livelihood promotion at a
cost of Rs 2 crore in the
above Gauthans. With this
ambitious scheme of
Chhattisgarh government,
the rural economy will

move forward rapidly,
women of self-help groups
and rural youth of the vil-
lage will get self-reliance
from entrepreneurship pro-
motion. The scheme of the
government is a new ray of
hope for rural families.
Which will pave the way to-
wards economic prosperity
and self-reliance. In these
Gauthans on a large scale,

various industries like Oil
Mill, Mashala Udyog,
Cement Pole, Chain Link,
Fencing, Fly Ash will be es-
tablished under Ripa. In
which the villagers will get
new employment opportu-
nities.

At the district level, the
foundation stone laying
program was organized in
the auditorium of the dis-
trict office in which District
Panchayat President Shri
Shankar Kudiyam, District
Panchayat and
Chhattisgarh Farmers
Welfare Board member
Shri Basant Rao Tati,
Municipal President Shri
Benhur Rawatiya Collector
Shri Rajendra Kumar
Katara, CEO District
Panchayat Shri Ravi
kumar sahupublic repre-
sentatives and officials in-
cluding, SDM Bijapur Shri
Pawan Kumar Premi were
present.

MLA Mandavi laid stone for the establishment of MGRIP
In the identified 8 Gauthans of the district

Mahasamund, Oct 02: 

The weekly deadline
meeting was held under
the chairmanship of
Collector Nileshkumar
Kshirsagar , after which
various instructions and
reviews were given by the
Collector which also in-
cludes   purchase of paddy
to be completed by
October 20. New Paddy
Procurement Centers,

Collection Centers which
have poor access roads or
need repair or construc-
tion, should be repaired he
said.

He also inquired about
the progress of efforts
made to promote organic
farming sale of cow dung
and vermi compost pro-
duction in the district. The
Collector also informed
through District Sports
Officer Shri Manoj

Dhritalhare that
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
2022-23 is to be organized
in the district from 06
October to promote tradi-
tional sports activities of
Chhattisgarh.

This event will be held
in 6 phases. Age group up
to 18, 18 to 40 and above 40
age group can participate.
The first phase will be held
at the Rajiv Yuva Mitan
club level from 6th

October to 11th October.
The second zone will be a
zone consisting of eight
clubs and it will take place
from October 15 to October
20 and the collector asked
District Sports officers to
make all necessary prepa-
rations. Along with this,
instructions were given to
the concerned officials to
ensure arrangements for
the games to be organized
in rural and urban areas.

Ch’garhia Olympics 2022-23 to begin from Oct 6

Dongargarh, Oct 02: 

Due to lack of adequate
drainage system in front
of Panchayat Bhawan of
Gram Panchayat Sukul
Daihan of Rajnandgaon
block, the front part of
Panchayat takes the form
of pond even in a short pe-
riod of rain. Adequate
arrangements for water
drainage have not been
made by the responsible
public representatives of
the panchayat since the
construction of the com-
mercial complex, which
gives an income of one
and a half lakh per month
to the Gram Panchayat.
Due to which the villagers
have to face a lot of prob-
lems in commuting for
Panchayat work and com-
mercial work. Gram
Panchayat Sukul Daihan,
located on the main road
leading to Rajnandgaon,

Mohra, Dongargarh and
Indamara, is the main vil-
lage panchayat of former
Chief Minister Dr. Raman
Singh’s assembly con-
stituency Ashok
Devangan District
Panchayat member and
has accused the adminis-
tration and said that due
to the delay in the con-
struction works, most of
the construction works

are not being started even
after approval, in front of
the panchayat, in front of
the major government of-
fices of the district pan-
chayat, easy road. For the
construction of the build-
ing, along with correspon-
dence, verbal discussions
are also being held with
the engineers and officers
of the concerned depart-
ment.

No water drainage facility in
Panchayat Sukul Daihan

Bijapur, Oct 02: 

Under “Mawa Police
Ketul” campaign, aware-
ness program was organ-
ized jointly by Police
Department, Transport
Department and Red
Cross Society in Bijapur
ITI on 30.9.2022.

In the awareness pro-
gram, information was
given about cyber-crime,
ATM fraud, other types of
cyber-crime and traffic
rules, signs happening on-
line. By the Transport
Department, the children
were given information
about the process of mak-
ing driving license, docu-
ments prescribed for driv-
ing the vehicle, speed limit
of the vehicle etc. Red

Cross was motivated to
provide first aid at the
time of road accident and
to provide all possible help
in taking the victim to the
hospital for treatment.

Programs have been or-
ganized in various offices,
schools in the district for
the successful implemen-
tation of the Abhiyukti
App prepared for the safe-
ty of women, the ambi-
tious scheme of the
Government of
Chhattisgarh, in the same
sequence, informing the
children studying in ITI
Bijapur about the utility of
the said app. Awareness
was made about the use of
this app to download and
send your complaint to the
police quickly.

Awareness camp by
‘Mawa Police Ketul’

Bilaspur, Oct 02: 

On the instructions of
Collector Saurabh Kumar,
ADM Shri RA Kuruvanshi
weekly Jandarshan pro-
gram was conducted and
the ADM took one by one
application from the vil-
lagers who came from far
and wide including the
city, observing them close-
ly and resolving them.
Ration cards were distrib-
uted to 4 people of poor
families on the spot in the
public darshan itself.

In the Jandarshan Vivek
Pankara, a resident of
Mukundpur of Masturi
block, applied for compas-
sionate appointment and
villagers of Jaundhara vil-
lage of Masturi tehsil ap-

plied for assessment of tax
on the basis of new survey
by postponing business
tax and house tax. The
ADM directed the CEO,
Janpad Panchayat to in-
vestigate the matter and

take action. The headmas-
ter of Government
Primary School,
Satnamipara Sendri,
Bilha, made an application
regarding the construc-
tion of toilets in the school
and Jitendra Kumar of vil-
lage Parsada complained
to ADM regarding non-re-
ceipt of compensation
amount, against land ac-
quired for National
Highway. The ADM in-
structed SDM Masturi to
examine the matter and
resolve it.

Ration cards distributed on the spot 

BBiijjaappuurr,,  OOcctt  0022:: On the occa-
sion of Gandhi Jayanti, Gram
Sabha was organized in the
Gram Panchayats of the dis-
trict in addition to cleanliness
message, cleanliness. In the
Gram Sabha, along with dis-
cussion on the progress of var-
ious schemes run in the Gram
Panchayat of the government,
various topics like malnutri-
tion, health were discussed. On
this occasion in Gram
Panchayat Usoor, Gram

Panchayat Lankapalli, Gram
Panchayat Dhanora, Gram
Panchayat Reddy, it was said to
start the works under MNREGA
scheme, while the information
about the work done in the last
years has been given to the vil-
lagers. During this, the process
of opening an account in Airtel
Bank and payment of wages
was explained and the need
and role of MATE in the works
of NMMS system, MGNREGA
were discussed in detail.

Discussion held on starting
MNREGA work in Gram Sabha
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‘TRISHUL DIKSHA’

Bajrang Dal recruits take oath during the ‘Trishul Diksha’ ceremony, at the
Siddheshwar temple in Gurugram, Sunday.

BRIEF

Cop killed
 Srinagar: A police-

man was killed and a
CRPF personnel in-
jured when militants
attacked a security
forces team in
Pulwama district of
Jammu and Kashmir
on Sunday, police
said.The attack took
place in Pinglana area
of the south Kashmir
district. “Terrorists
fired upon a joint
Naka party of CRPF &
Police at Pinglana,
Pulwama. In this ter-
ror attack, 01 Police
personnel got mar-
tyred & 01 CRPF per-
sonnel got injured,”
Kashmir Zone Police
said in a tweet. The
police said reinforce-
ments were rushed to
the area and a search
operation was
launched.

Bus turns turtle
 Hazaribag: Four peo-

ple were killed and 25
others injured when
the bus they were
travelling in turned
turtle in Hazaribag
district, a senior po-
lice officer said. The
incident occurred late
on Saturday when the
bus driver, while nego-
tiating a sharp turn,
lost control of the ve-
hicle near Bahumar,
around 110 km from
state capital Ranchi,
Superintendent of
Police Manoj Ratan
Chothe said. The bus,
carrying mostly pil-
grims, was on its way
to Odisha from 
Gaya via Hazaribag,
he said.

Bridge razed
 Pune: An old bridge

constructed in the
early 90s in
Maharashtra’s Pune
city was demolished
through a controlled
blast in the early
hours of Sunday as
part of a development
project to solve the
problem of frequent
traffic jam in the area,
officials said. Around
600 kg of explosives
were used for the dem-
olition of the bridge
on Mumbai-
Bengaluru Highway
(NH4) in Chandani
Chowk area at 1 am,
they said. The
planned demolition of
the bridge generated a
great deal of curiosity
among locals. People
living in nearby areas
gathered at a safe dis-
tance from the spot to
watch the demolition
exercise.

Girls drown 
 Guna (MP):Three

minor girls drowned
in a pit filled with
rainwater in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Guna district, police
said on Sunday. The
bodies of the three
girls of a family
were found floating
in a water-filled pit
at Kadiakala village
on Saturday evening,
Superintendent of
police Pankaj
Shrivastava said.
The girls, aged five
to seven years, had
left home in the af-
ternoon to head to
an agricultural field,
he said. When they
didn’t return home,
their family started
searching for them
and the bodies 
were found floating
in the pit near the
field, he said.

Actor and character of Sita
in Ramanand Sagar’s

Ramayan, Dipika Chikhlia at
Shree Hanumant Dharmik
Ramleela Committee, in

East Delhi, Saturday night.

Hyderabad, Oct 02 (PTI):

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao’s
plans to foray into nation-
al politics are on track and
the details are expected to
be made public on the aus-
picious occasion of
‘Vijayadasami’ on October
5, ruling TRS sources said.

The particulars of the
plan are being worked out
and the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
could be renamed. The re-
branded outfit may not be
declared as a national
party immediately, they
said on Saturday.

The party would high-
light the welfare schemes
being implemented in
Telangana like ‘Rythu
Bandhu’ investment sup-

port scheme for farmers
and ‘Dalit Bandhu’ (Rs 10
lakh grant to every Dalit
household to start any
business or trade) and
question as to why such
measures are not being
implemented in the coun-
try, they said.

The party would also
raise questions as to why
electricity has not been
provided to all the villages
in the country even 75
years after Independence
and as to why welfare
measures for the poor are
being described as “free-
bies”.

TRS sources had earlier
said Rao, also known as
KCR, is contemplating
entry into national politics
with the launch of a na-
tional party. His office had
also stated in September

that “very soon, the forma-
tion of a national party
and formulation of its (na-
tional party) policies will
take place”.

On September 5, Rao
had announced that free
power would be supplied
to farmers across the
country, if a non-BJP gov-
ernment was voted to
power in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

On September 12, the
Chief Minister made some
reference to the proposed
national party for the first
time while speaking in the
Legislative Assembly.

Last month, the TRS dis-
trict unit presidents had
called upon Rao to take a
plunge into national poli-
tics to put an end to BJP’s
alleged anti-people rule at
the Centre.

Rao, who had recently
met his Bihar counterpart
Nitish Kumar in Patna,
called for a “BJP mukt
Bharat” (BJP-free India)
blaming the national
party’s government at the
Centre for the many ills
plaguing the country.

In his public meetings
in the state last month, he
had spoken about
Telangana playing a vi-
brant role in national poli-
tics.

The TRS, in its founda-
tion day event in April this
year, had adopted a politi-
cal resolution resolving
that the party should play
a key role in national poli-
tics for the wider interest
of the country as the BJP
is exploiting “communal
sentiments” for its politi-
cal convenience.

KCR may announce plans about
national foray on Vijayadasami

Chandigarh, Oct 2 (PTI):

Punjab Police on
Sunday claimed to
have busted an inter-
state pharmaceutical
drug cartel with the
arrest of a Haryana
resident after seizing
more than 2.5 lakh
pharma opioids from
his possession.

Deputy Inspector
General of Police
(DIG), Anti-Gangster
Task Force-cum-Ropar
Range, Gurpreet Singh
Bhullar said the ar-
rested accused has
been identified as
Ranjit Goswami of
Batra Colony in
Sonipat, Haryana.

“Police have recov-
ered 2,37,000 tablets of
alprazolam and 14,400
of the pyeevon spas
capsules from his car

which he was smug-
gling from Haryana,”
an official statement
quoted Bhullar as say-
ing.

This is the third
such inter-state phar-
maceutical drug rack-
et busted by the
Fatehgarh Sahib dis-
trict Police in less
than three months, he
said.

Earlier, Fatehgarh
Sahib Police had re-
covered as many as 7
lakh tablets/capsules
of pharma opioids on
July 14, 2022, while,
1.17 lakh tablets/cap-
sules of phar ma opi-
oids were recovered on
September 4, he said.

The DIG said, acting
on a tip-off, police
teams from Crime
Investigation Agency,
Sirhind and Khamano

Police Station inter-
cepted a car bearing a
Haryana registration
number at Khamano,
which was being driv-
en by the accused.

During checking, po-
lice teams seized a
huge quantity of phar-
ma opioids, he said.

SSP Fatehgarh Sahib
Ravjot Grewal said
during preliminary in-
vestigations, it has
come to light that the
arrested accused is
into transport busi-
ness in Delhi and
Amritsar.

“The accused has
confessed that he has
been supplying phar-
ma opioids in Punjab
for the last few years
and most of his cus-
tomers are in Moga
and Ludhiana,” she
said.

Punjab Police arrest Haryana resident
with over 2.5 lakh pharma opioids

Surendranagar,Oct 02 (PTI):
Delhi Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday urged the people
of Gujarat to vote for the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
in the upcoming state
Assembly elections and
help it win 150 out of the
total 182 seats for a “big
change”.

He also appealed to
them not to vote for the
Congress, saying that vot-
ing for it would help the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) win the elec-
tion. Both the BJP and
Congress were united in
their aim to defeat the
AAP, he claimed.

Assembly elections in
the BJP-ruled Gujarat are
slated to be held by the end
of this year.

“Only 50 days are left.
Push hard so that we get at
least 150 seats. We need a
big change, 90-95 seats will
not do. People of Delhi
gave us 67 seats out of 70,
people of Punjab gave us
92 out of 117 seats. Will not

the people of Gujarat de-
feat both Punjab and
Delhi, break their record?”
Kejriwal said while ad-
dressing a public rally in
Surendranagar city.

He also claimed that the
Centre’s Intelligence
Bureau (IB) has said that
the AAP will win by a thin
margin if the Gujarat
Assembly elections are
held today. “We will have

to work hard. We don’t
have money, we are honest
people. My bank account
is empty, and so is
Bhagwant Mann’s. The
bank account of our party
is also empty. They got us
checked. They conducted
raids on me, Bhagwant
Mann and everyone, but
found nothing,” he said.
People will have to contest
elections on their own if

they want change and a
better future for their chil-
dren, the AAP’s national
convener said.

“A storm of change is
coming, and the entire
Gujarat is craving for a
change. Don’t get derailed,
do not vote for Congress to
make BJP win...Congress
will win less than 10 seats,
and the winners will also
join BJP after winning as
Congress candidates,” he
added. Kejriwal said if the
AAP is voted to power in
Gujarat, it would first end
corruption.

“They (BJP) looted the
state for 27 years. Every
leader has built several
houses, bought properties,
and deposited so much
money in the Swiss banks
that their seven genera-
tions don’t need to do any-
thing,” he said.

The Delhi CM wondered
how Gujarat incurred a
debt of Rs 3.5 lakh crore
despite the state having an
annual budget of Rs 2.5
lakh crore.

Help AAP win 150 out of 182 seats in Gujarat: Kejriwal

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal speaks during a rally
in Surendranagar, Sunday.

Hyderabad, Oct 02: 

India’s largest producer
of iron ore, NMDC cele-
brated Gandhi Jayanti
launching the Swachhta
2.0 campaign at its Head
Office and Projects today.
This year’s Gandhi
Jayanti marks the 8th year
of Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan with the
Government of India cele-
brating a United India for
Swachhata, as part of the
ongoing Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav. Company’s
Director (Production)
Dilip Kumar Mohanty and
CVO B.Vishwanath, IRSS
inaugurated the pro-
gramme and led the
Cleanliness Drive of
NMDC. Chief Guest for
the event, D.K. Mohanty
administered the
Swachhata Shapathto

NMDC employees. He
highlighted the four prin-
ciples of Mahatma Gandhi
– Non-violence;
Cleanliness; Self-reliance;
Humanity, Equality and
Togetherness and said
“We must uphold these
principles to build a strong
NMDC and a strong
Bharat”. “To honour
Gandhiji’s vision of
Independent India, we

must emulate his values
and devote ourselves to
Nation Building. NMDC
will avidly take part in the
Ministry of Steel’s special
campaign for disposal of
pending matters” said B.
Vishwanath. NMDC or-
ganized a Plog Run to
clean GHMC Sports
Complex at Vijayanagar
Colony, Hyderabad and
distributed NMDC

Swachhata Caps to young
sportspersons. The compa-
ny also conducted Fit
India Freedom Runs and
Plog Runs at its Projects
with a theme of “Azadi ke
75 saal, Fitness rahe be-
misaal” to mark Gandhi
Jayanti and Swachhata
2.0. Commenting on the oc-
casion, Sumit Deb, CMD,
NMDC said, “India is cele-
brating the birth and life

of the Father of our
Nation with the coming to-
gether of Swachhta and
Swastha in Swachh Bharat
and Fit India Movements.
NMDC has chalked out a
month-long campaign and
calls for Jan Bhagidari.
The relevance of this cam-
paign as a tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi finds
greater significance with
the ongoing Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.”
Honouring Mahatma
Gandhi’s vision for a Clean
and Green India, NMDC is
participating in the
Swachhata 2.0 campaign
from October 2 - 31, 2022.
The mining major has
planned large-scale
Swachhata, Plantation and
Awareness drives, Prabhat
Pheri and competitions to
celebrate the National
Cleanliness Movement.

NMDC celebrates Gandhi Jayanti 
Campaigning for Swachhta 2.0

Bhitiharwa (Bihar), Oct 02 (PTI):

Political strategist
Prashant Kishor began a
3,500-kilometre long pa-
dayatra’ from the Gandhi
Ashram in Bihar’s West
Champaran district on
Sunday, the birth anniver-
sary of the Father of the
Nation, as part of his Jan
Suraj’ campaign.

The march is widely
seen as a precursor to his
entry into politics. Kishor
and his supporters will at-
tempt to reach every pan-
chayat and block of Bihar
during the yatra which is
likely to take anywhere be-
tween 12 and 15 months to
complete.

He started the march
from Bhitiharwa Gandhi
Ashram, from where
Mahatma Gandhi

launched his first
Satyagraha movement in
1917. As the political
strategist and his follow-
ers embarked on the pa-
dayatra, he was greeted by
people on the road.

Ahead of the yatra,
Kishor tweeted in Hindi
that he is determined to
change the system in the
“poorest and most back-
ward state of Bihar”.

According to him, the
first step to achieving a
better system in society is
a padayatra across the
“villages, towns and cities
of Bihar”. A recent state-
ment issued by Jan Suraj
said the main goals of the
yatra include identifying
the “right people” at the
grassroots and bringing
them on a democratic plat-
form.

Prashant Kishor starts 
3,500 km padayatra’ on Gandhi

birth anniversary

Mumbai, Oct 02 (PTI):

Security of
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
has been beefed up follow-
ing a specific input about a
threat to his life, an official
said on Sunday.

The State Intelligence
Department (SID) on
Saturday evening received
specific input about the
threat to the life of CM
Shinde, the official said.

State Intelligence
Commissioner Ashutosh
Dumbre confirmed the
threat. “After specific in-
formation, we have taken
necessary action and have
increased the security of
the chief minister,”
Dumbre told PTI without
elaborating. Additional se-
curity has been provided
to the CM, who enjoys a Z

Plus category security
cover, he said. Security has
also been stepped up at
Shinde’s private residence
in Thane and the official
residence ‘Varsha’ in
Mumbai, he said.

Shinde is scheduled to
address his first Dussehra
rally at MMRDA grounds
in Mumbai on October 5.

He became the chief
minister in June this year
after his rebellion with
Shiv Sena MLAs led to the
collapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment.

Notably, Shinde had re-
ceived a threat letter sus-
pected to have been sent by
Naxalites last October
when he was the Urban
Development Minister and
also guardian minister of
Gadchiroli district, affect-
ed by Naxalism.

Intelligence dept receives input
about threat to Maha CM’s life

Ujjain, Oct 02 (PTI): The
Bajrang Dal on Sunday
claimed it had handed over
three “non-Hindus” to the
police for allegedly enter-
ing a garba venue in Ujjain
in Madhya Pradesh by hid-
ing their identities.

A video of the incident,
which reportedly took
place on Saturday night in
a garba pandal at Kalidas
Academy in Madhavnagar
area here, was widely cir-
culated on social media. In
the video, some people can

be seen mobbing a man
and others shouting “leave
him, don’t beat him”.
“Volunteers checking if
vulgar songs were being
played at garba venues
found three non-Hindus
had entered by hiding
their identities on
Saturday night. People
started thrashing them
and it was our activists
who saved them and hand-
ed them to Madhavnagar
police,” Bajrang Dal dis-
trict convener Ankit

Choube claimed. He
claimed the purpose of
such entries into these
venues by hiding identities
is to propagate “love
jihad”, a term used by
right-wing groups to allege
a concerted effort by
Muslim men to convert
Hindu women through
love and marriage. No
complaint has been re-
ceived in connection to
this incident, City
Superintendent of Police
Vinod Kumar Meena said.

Jaipur, Oct 02 (PTI):

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Sunday asserted that the
Centre should provide
money on a weekly basis
as social security to all
needy people in the coun-
try similar to that in the
US and UK.

He said that instead of
being arrogant, the gov-
ernment of India should
also learn from states and
implement their good
schemes at the national
level. “Why should not
families compulsorily get
weekly money like other
countries. This will help in
running the families and
only those who need it will
get. This is called social se-
curity. You go to London,
America , social security

is everywhere,” he said.
He also highlighted vari-
ous schemes and pro-
grammes launched in his
state for the common peo-
ple. The chief minister
said his government
launched ‘Indira Rasoi’
scheme to provide food at
Rs 8 per plate, Indira
Gandhi Urban employ-
ment scheme while health
insurance of Rs 10 lakh
under Chiranjeevi scheme
made treatment free in all
government hospitals
across the state.

He said prime minister
had said in video confer-
ences that states should
learn from each other but
the Centre should also
learn from the works of
states, and implement
them instead of being ar-
rogant.

Centre should give weekly
money to needy families across
India as social security: Gehlot

Three ‘non-Hindus’ handed over to cops for ‘unauthorised’
entry into garba venue, claims Bajrang Dal

JJaammmmuu,,  OOcctt  0022  ((PPTTII))::  The
Army’s White Knight Corps on
Sunday flagged off a cycling
expedition here to commemo-
rate its golden jubilee, a
defence spokesperson said.
The expedition, comprising
two officers, one Junior

Commissioned Officer (JCO)
and 12 soldiers of 16 Corps
Signal Regiment, was flagged
off by General Officer
Commanding, White Knight
Corps, Lt Gen Manjinder Singh
from Nagrota Military Station,
he said.

The expedition will traverse
mountainous and treacherous
routes of approximately 700
km across the Jammu region
including Sunderbani,
Nowshera, Rajouri, Bimber
Gali, Poonch, Reasi and Doda
over 12 days.

White Knight Corps flags off cycle expedition in Jammu to mark golden jubilee



MILITARY PARADE

A military parade displaying Houthi forces and weapons moves through a main street of Sanaa, Yemen.Yemen’s
warring parties face a deadline to renew a 6-month-long truce on Sunday, Oct. 2.

GANDHI JAYANTI

High Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom Vikram Doraiswami addresses a ceremony organised on the 
occasion of Gandhi Jayanti, at Tavistock Square in London, UK, Sunday, Oct. 2.
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Izium, Oct 02 (AP):

The first time the
Russian soldiers caught
him, they tossed him
bound and blindfolded
into a trench covered with
wooden boards for days on
end.

Then they beat him,
over and over: Legs, arms,
a hammer to the knees, all
accompanied by furious
diatribes against Ukraine.
Before they let him go,
they took away his pass-
port and Ukrainian mili-
tary ID all he had to prove
his existence and made
sure he knew exactly how
worthless his life was.

“No one needs you,” the
commander taunted. “We
can shoot you any time,
bury you a half-meter un-

derground and that’s it.”
The brutal encounter at

the end of March was just
the start. Andriy Kotsar
would be captured and tor-
tured twice more by
Russian forces in Izium,
and the pain would be
even worse.

Russian torture in

Izium was arbitrary, wide-
spread and absolutely rou-
tine for both civilians and
soldiers throughout the
city, an Associated Press
investigation has found.
While torture was also evi-
dent in Bucha, that devas-
tated Kyiv suburb was
only occupied for a month.

Izium served as a hub for
Russian soldiers for nearly
seven months, during
which they established
torture sites everywhere.

Based on accounts of
survivors and police, AP
journalists located 10 tor-
ture sites in the town and
gained access to five of
them. They included a
deep sunless pit in a resi-
dential compound with
dates carved in the brick
wall, a clammy under-
ground jail that reeked of
urine and rotting food, a
medical clinic, a police sta-
tion and a kindergarten.

The AP spoke to 15 sur-
vivors of Russian torture
in the Kharkiv region, as
well as two families whose
loved ones disappeared
into Russian hands.

10 torture sites in 1 town: Russia sowed pain, fear in Izium

Beijing, Oct 02 (PTI):

China is struggling to
find enough trained pilots
to operate fighter jets
from aircraft carriers,
prompting its navy with
two aircraft carriers com-
missioned and another
launched in June, to speed
up the pilot training pro-
gramme, a media report
here said. The People’s
Liberation Army Navy
(PLAN) is struggling to
meet increased demand
for qualified ship-borne
fighter jet pilots to operate
the specially made J-15
jets for the aircraft carri-
ers.

The PLAN has sped up
carrier-based fighter jet
pilot training pro-
grammes in the decade
since the commissioning

of its first aircraft carrier,
the Liaoning, but its lack
of a fighter trainer specif-
ically designed for carri-
er-based operations has
hindered progress, ac-
cording to an article pub-
lished in Ordnance
Industry Science
Technology, a Chinese
military magazine.

With Fujian, China’s
third and most advanced
aircraft carrier, having
started sea trials last
week, the PLA needed at
least 200 qualified carrier-
based fighter jet pilots to
operate 130 ship-borne
aircraft, Beijing-based
naval expert Li Jie was
quoted as saying by the
Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post on
Saturday. The Fujian is
equipped with advanced

electromagnetic cata-
pults, similar to those on
the US supercarrier
Gerald R Ford, while
China’s first two carriers
featured ski-jump designs,
so the navy will have to
master a new aircraft
launch and recovery sys-
tem. Official media re-
ports say China plans to
produce more aircraft car-
riers to match the
strength of the US Navy.

“It’s full of challenges,
as aircraft design and
pilot training are among
the world’s most difficult
and complicated core
technologies which no
one will share with you,”
Li said. Defence experts
say that while China is
producing aircraft carri-
ers at a faster pace, it is
still a work in progress for

the J-15 carrier-based
fighter jets, which were
stated to be too heavy for
deployment on aircraft
carriers. China is rapidly
modernising its navy, al-
most launching a battle-
ship every month or two.

Dai Mingmeng, who
flew a J-15 prototype on its
maiden flight from the
deck of Liaoning on
November 3, 2012, when
he was 41, was one of the
first five Chinese pilots to
achieve ship-borne certifi-
cation. He and other sen-
ior carrier-capable pilots
are now training the lat-
est generation.

State-run China Central
Television said the navy
has directly recruited
cadets from high school
graduates aged between
16 and 19 since 2020.

China struggling to find enough trained pilots
for its three aircraft carriers

Washington, Oct 02 (PTI):

The anti-Sikh riots of 1984
mark “one of the darkest
years” in modern Indian his-
tory, a US Senator has said, as
he underlined the need to re-
member the atrocities com-
mitted against the Sikh com-
munity so that those respon-
sible may be held account-
able.

Violence erupted in Delhi
and other parts of the coun-
try after former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi was
assassinated by her Sikh
bodyguards on October 31,
1984. Over 3,000 Sikhs were
killed across India, mostly in
the national capital. “1984
marks one of the darkest
years in modern Indian histo-
ry. The world watched as sev-
eral violent incidents broke

out among ethnic groups in
India, with several notably
targeting the Sikh communi-
ty,” Senator Pat Toomey said
on the Senate floor. “Today we
are here to remember the
tragedy that commenced on
November 1, 1984, following
decades of ethnic tension be-
tween Sikhs in the Punjab
province and the central
Indian Government,” he said
recently. “To prevent future
human rights abuses, we
must recognise their past
forms. We must remember
the atrocities committed
against Sikhs so that those re-
sponsible may be held ac-
countable and that this type
of tragedy is not repeated
against the Sikh community
or other communities across
the globe,” Toomey, a
Republican, said. Senator

Toomey, who is a member of
the American Sikh
Congressional Caucus, said
Sikhism traces its nearly 600-
year history to the Punjab re-
gion of India. With nearly 30
million followers globally and
700,000 here in the US,
Sikhism is one of the world’s
major religions. Toomey said
he has personally witnessed
the spirit of Sikhs and has
come to better understand
the Sikh tradition that is
founded on equality, respect,
and peace.

It is clear that the presence
and contributions of Sikh
communities have thorough-
ly enriched their neighbour-
hoods across the country, he
said. He also mentioned the
community services ren-
dered by Sikhs in the US dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Meanwhile, nine Indian-
origin rights bodies here on
Saturday published an adver-
tisement in The New York
Times to raise the alleged “re-
ligious persecution, discrimi-
nation and deadly mob vio-
lence” against minorities in
India.

The advertisement was
published on the eve of the
birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

The nine bodies include
the American Muslim
Institution, Association of
Indian Muslims of America
Howard Cain, ICNA Council
for Social Justice, Dalit
Solidarity Forum Hindus for
Human Rights, Indian
American Muslim Council
International Society for
Peace and Justice and
American Sikh Council.

1984 marks ‘one of the darkest years’
in modern Indian history: US Senator

Houston, Oct 02 (PTI):

Favourable geology,
open data access, support-
ing policy regime and
ease of doing business
were the major drivers to
attract potential US play-
ers to invest in India’s en-
ergy and petroleum
growth wave during a
two-day investors meet
held here.

The investors meet
from September 28-29,
showcasing the lucrative
fiscal policies and con-
ducive environment of
energy and petroleum
(E&P) sector, that has
seen a paradigm shift in
policies aimed at attract-
ing investors for invest-
ment was organised by
Directorate General of

Hydrocarbons (DGH)
under the aegis of
Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas
(MoPNG) and facilitated
by Houston Consulate
General of India.

MoPNG Secretary
Pankaj Jain, in his
keynote address to poten-
tial investors from over 50
companies; oil and gas
majors, financial institu-
tions, private equity
firms, service providers
and academicians, made
a strong pitch to investors
interested in doing busi-
ness with India.

He discussed India’s
strength and role in the
global energy ecosystem
and highlighted India as
the destination of energy
opportunities.

Jain spoke on the latest
offering of discovered
fields, ease of doing busi-
ness for bidding and as-
sured an open-door policy
to resolve any issue faced
by the industry as he
sought foreign and pri-
vate investments to boost
domestic oil and gas pro-
duction.

“India is the world’s 4th
largest oil importer and
the demand is expected to
rise driven by an increase
in India’s per capita con-
sumption of energy
which currently stands at
one-third of the global av-
erage. India wants to be
the new destination for
global energy players. Oil
producers worldwide are
eager to gain a foothold in
India, where fuel demand

is expected to keep rising
as the country’s economy
grows,” he said.

“India is exploring the
multiple attractive oppor-
tunities in the energy sec-
tor as it seeks to ensure
reliable, affordable and
sustainable energy to its
growing population, 40
per cent of the working
age population is aged be-
tween 15-35 years. It is the
large growing economy
and will be the main driv-
er of rising demand for
energy over the next two
decades, accounting for 25
per cent of global
growth”.

“Being the 2nd largest
oil consumer, its oil con-
sumption or demand is
expected to rise to 450
MMT by 2040 from about

220MT in 2022. India, also
being the 2nd largest re-
finer in Asia with 23 re-
fineries, will increase its
refining capacity to 400
MMTPA by 2030 from cur-
rent 251.2 MMTPA,” he
said.

He said the Indian gov-
ernment has put in place
a liberal and transparent
policy wherein most sec-
tors are now open to FDI
under the automatic
route. In exploration ac-
tivities of oil and natural
gas fields as well 100 per
cent FDI is allowed under
the automatic route. The
measures by Government
of India have resulted in
India attracting its high-
est ever FDI inflow of
USD 83.57 billion during
2021-22, Jain said.

India makes strong pitch to major US firms
for investing in oil and gas production

Istanbul, Oct 02 (AP):

Turkish warplanes
“neutralised” 23 Kurdish
militants in a raid 140
kilometres (90 miles) in-
side Iraq, the Turkish
Defence Ministry said on
Sunday.

The ministry usually
refers to killed militants
as “neutralised.” It said
the number of casualties
in the mission in the Asos
region of northern Iraq,
which is controlled by the
autonomous Kurdistan
Regional Government,
was expected to rise.

A video accompanying
the ministry’s tweet
showed F-16 fighters tak-
ing off and a number of
explosions in a mountain-
ous area.

The ministry referred
to a statement from
Defence Minister Hulusi
Akar on Thursday in
which he said airstrikes
had hit 16 targets in the
Asos region.

Turkey has been con-
ducting a series of opera-
tions in northern Iraq
since 2019, saying the mili-
tary is targeting the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party,
or PKK, to prevent it from
launching cross-border at-
tacks on Turkey.

In April, Operation
Claw-Lock was launched,
which involves ground
and air forces.

The PKK has waged an
on-again, off-again insur-
gency against the Turkish
state since 1984, a conflict
that has killed tens of

thousands of people.
The group is listed as a

terrorist organisation by
Turkey, the United States
and the European Union.

The Defence Ministry
later said seven “terror-
ists” had been neutralized
in north Syria in response
to the killing of a Turkish
police officer in a missile
attack on Sunday.

The attack on a Turkish
base near Al Bab was car-
ried out by Kurdish mili-
tants from the People’s
Protection Units, or YPG,
according to official state-
ments. The YPG, which
helped in the US-led cam-
paign against the Islamic
State group, is linked to
the PKK but isn’t consid-
ered a terrorist group by
the US or the EU.

Turkey says 23 Kurdish militants
killed in Iraq airstrikes

Islamabad, Oct 02 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Cabinet on
Sunday formally decided
to launch legal action
against former premier
Imran Khan over his
audio leaks in which he
could allegedly be heard
discussing the controver-
sial US cypher and how to
exploit it to portray his
ouster in April as a con-
spiracy, according to a
media report.

Taking notice of the
leaks, the Cabinet on
September 30 formed a
committee over the audios
on September 30.

The committee on
Saturday recommended
legal action over the audio
leaks purportedly featur-
ing Khan and others.

“This is a matter of na-
tional security, which has

serious implications for
national interests and a
legal action in this regard
is vital,” recommended
the Cabinet committee.

The Cabinet approved
the summary through cir-
culation on Sunday, the
Geo News reported.

The Federal
Investigation Agency will
be given the task to probe
into the US cypher and the
audios.

In the two audio leaks,
Khan, ex-minister Asad
Umar, and then-principle
secretary Azam Khan
could allegedly be heard
discussing the US cypher
in a meeting and how to
use it in their interest.

In the first audio that

was leaked on Wednesday,
Khan was reportedly talk-
ing to Azam and directing
him to play with the
cypher.

In the second audio clip,
three Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party leaders,
including Umar, Shah
Mahmood Qureshi and
Azam could be heard talk-
ing about the American
cypher with Khan, the
party’s chairman.

US Assistant Secretary
of State for Central and
South Asia Donald Lu is
the central figure in
Khan’s claims about a US-
backed regime-change
conspiracy.

Khan accused Lu of
threatening Pakistan’s for-
mer ambassador to the US,
Asad Majeed, that a failure
to remove Khan through a
no-confidence vote would
herald “consequences” for
Pakistan and vice versa.

Khan was ousted from
power in April after losing
a no-confidence vote in his
leadership, which he al-

leged was part of a US-led
conspiracy targeting him
because of his independ-
ent foreign policy deci-
sions on Russia, China
and Afghanistan.

Khan used the cypher to
portray his downfall in
April as a conspiracy by
the US and widely use this
narrative in public rallies.
He also calls the current
government “imported”.

The 69-year-old crick-
eter-turned-politician is
the only Pakistani Prime
Minister to be ousted in a
no-confidence vote in
Parliament.

The US has denied any
role in his ouster.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
Mus lim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader Maryam
Nawaz Sha rif on
Saturday expressed her
discontent with the gov-
ernment led by Prime
Minister She h baz Sharif
over its failure to arrest
Khan despite a “litany of
charges” that “merited his
detention”.

Pak Cabinet approves legal
action against Imran Khan
Over leaked ‘foreign
conspiracy’ cypher
audios

Harsha Kakar

F
ew nations expected Russia to launch an all-out offensive against
Ukraine. It has been seven months and Russia appears bogged down.

Any exit strategy which Russia would have initially considered has van-
ished into thin air. With Ukraine unwilling for talks, Russia has no solution.
This was acknowledged by Putin in his conversation with Modi in
Samarkand. In desperation and aware that he is on slippery ground, Putin
announced partial mobilization and plans for annexing the region captured
by Russia, which comprises 15% of Ukraine, through a fake referendum,
which will be globally questioned. The war is proving costly for Russia in
military losses, affordability and global standing, but it has no alternatives,
except to bash on. Ukrainian resistance including its counter offensive will
ensure Russia remains embroiled. For  Europe, a Russia bogged in a second
Afghanistan is a blessing, as threats to it reduce. Hence, military and  fi-
nancial support for Ukraine from European nations continues, though their
own economies falter due to rising oil and gas prices. Russian officials have
also hinted at Putin’s intent to recreate Greater Russia, implying including
nations of  erstwhile USSR into its fold.This concept was leaked in a deleted
social media post by former Russian President, Dmitry Medvedev,who
mentioned that post Ukraine, Moscow may target northern Kazakhstan.
This caused concern in erstwhile USSR nations, including those currently
part of NATO. Kazakhstan and Georgia are probablyamongst the first
which could be in Moscow’s crosshairs. Georgia has  always been consid-
ered by Russia as an integral part of it. Since the 2008 Russian invasion of
Georgia, the UShas hesitated in granting it NATO membership.
Kazakhstan, though a member of CSTO (Collective Security Treaty
Organization) and a nation which employed  Russian troops to quell an up-
rising in Jan this year is inching closer to China to ensure its own survival.
This was evident in the joint statement issued post the recent visit to Xi
Jinping to Almaty. The statement mentioned, ‘China firmly supports the
path of development chosen by Kazakhstan.’ It hinted at ensuring
Kazakhstan’s independence. China’s investments in the country are a pos-
sible assurance for Kazakhstan. Armenia, a close Russian ally, whom
Russia failed to back in its conflict with Azerbaijan in end 2020, is having
second thoughts of its alliance with Russia, especially after Ukraine. Russia
is unable to intervene and stop  Azerbaijan forces from expanding the con-
flict as they remain bogged in Ukraine. The US exploited this scenario with
Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representatives, visiting Yerevan re-
cently. She is the highest-ranking  US official to visit Armenia since its inde-
pendence in 1991. The US is attempting to pull Armenia away from Russian
influence, further denting Moscow’s region of dominance. 

Sanctions against Russia are impacting its economy. Spare parts for de-
fence equipment are in short supply. Russia  is seeking them from its few
remaining allies. Thus, Russia’s dependence on China is bound to rise.
China will be the market for Russian exports as also the base for imports.
Ukraine is impacting Russia in multiple ways  including loss of its sphere of
dominance, allies, global military reputation and ability to influence the re-
gion. Western backing to Ukraine has proved that weaker nations can hold
powerful adversaries at bay if adequately  supported. This sends a mes-
sage to China that any attempt to forcibly occupy Taiwan will result in
Taipei being pumped with weapons. Biden’s recent comment that the US
could intervene militarily in Taiwan only in case of a Chinese offensive,
though it would never encourage Taiwanese independence, puts spokes in
Chinese plans. Putin backing China on Taiwan and reiterating its one-China
policy, while Xi not mentioning Ukraine, in their  recent discussion in
Samarkand, indicates a shift in favour of China. It may enhance Xi’s confi-
dence in handling Taiwan as also on offensive designs against other neigh-
bours, including India. Akin to Putin attempting to recreate a Greater
Russia, Xi is seeking to regain all territories China considers its own into a
Greater China. The Chinese conducting exercises off the coast of Taiwan,
threatening the island of impending attacks, firing  missiles into Japanese
waters as also salami slicing along its land borders with India, Nepal and
Bhutan are an indicator of increased Chinese aggressiveness. Criticizing
Russian actions by Modi was not aimed at currying favour from the west
but a realization that a  weakening Russia, dependent on China would no
longer be able to back India in containing Chinese  aggressiveness. Russia
supported India during the Ladakh standoff,as also provided the platform
where Indian and Chinese foreign and defence ministers met to cool down
tempers but would no longer.This shift was visible when the Russian
Ambassador to India, Denis Alipov, stated in an interview last weekend, ‘we
see this (standoff along the LAC) as a bilateral matter between India and
China. We do not want to get involved in the resolution of bilateral disputes
between the two countries.’ While the west remains supportive of India, it
will however always exploit India’s conflict with China. In this context India
may seek closer ties with QUAD nations than either the SCO, BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India  and China) or RIC (Russia, India, China) groupings.
Ultimately, India must stand on its own, especially when dealing with a
Pak-China combination. The scenario for India is changing and it needs to
accept reality and change its global ties accordingly.The adage of ‘no per-
manent friends or enemies, only permanent interests,’ must remain the
bedrock of Indian foreign policy.
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Landmark judgment 
The landmark judgment

by the Supreme Court, ex-
tending abortion rights to
single women for up to 24
weeks of pregnancy comes
as a huge relief to them.
The apex court ruling gains
more significance viewed
from the perspective that
earlier this year the US
Supreme Court had over-
turned the 1973 Roe v. Wade
abortion right, paving the
way for many states in the
country to ban or restrict
women's access to abor-
tions. Termination of preg-
nancy has always been a
cultural, religious and emo-
tional issue in most cul-
tures, and any questions
asked about it can be dis-
turbing and traumatizing.
There should be no distinc-
tion between a married
woman and an unmarried
woman when it comes to all
citizens' equal right to care
and compassion. The SC's
verdict shall always be a wa-
tershed moment in India's
legal history. But it remains
to be seen how far our socie-
ty shall support the liberty
of Indian women on their
bodies as mental attitudes
do not change fast.
Ranganathan Sivakumar

Victimising victims
Rape victims need legal,

social, economic and psy-
chological support. Serious
efforts are needed to combat
rape crime; and if it does
occur, society must not fur-
ther victimise the victim.
Whenever something goes
wrong, women are blamed
for transgressing social
norms, and thereby jeopar-
dising their safety.
Patriarchy encourages men
to believe that they are su-
perior to women. Even the
media and entertainment
industry thrive on the ob-
jectification of women, es-
pecially in item songs. We
need to stop the commodifi-
cation of women. More
than a lack of education,
there is a lack of will to in-
stil in boys that girls are not
there to serve their needs,
and that they should be
treated with respect, and as
equals.
Devina Badhwar, Rohtak

Not the same as Hindi
Can English language

boast of equivalents of all
Hindi words? English does
not have the equivalent of
some consonants and vowels
of Hindi. Every language of
the world borrows from
other languages that come
into its contact. English has
borrowed several words. To
mention a few: the Raj, raja,
mantra, etc., find mention in
the Oxford Dictionary. Only
few words of English are
used in Hindi. In fact, we
have a mentality to assimi-
late any language of our
rulers and start praising the
same for its currency. We
ought to feel proud of our
past, even as we move to-
wards the future.

LR Sharma, Sundernagar
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with young supporters during the 'Bharat Jodo Yatra', in Mysuru district, Sunday, Oct. 2.

BHARAT JODO YATRA

T he Reserve Bank's decision to hike the interest rate by half a per-
centage point is on expected lines. The RBI raised the policy rate by

50 bps as expected, aligning itself to aggressive monetary tightening glob-
ally. Experts say another increase by 50-60 basis points is likely this fiscal
due to sticky  inflation.  Given  the  global  adverse conditions, the pressure
on the rupee is likely to persist and hence the need for continued rate hikes.
Inflation worries are also likely to continue from a seasonal food price shock
and demand conditions gathering momentum. Thus a rate hike of another
50-60 bps in the current cycle seems feasible.  While  raising  the  key  short-
term lending rate (repo), the Reserve Bank said the consumer price index
(CPI) based inflation would remain at around 6 per cent in the second half
of the current financial year. The central bank has raised the key interest
rate by 190 basis points since May this year, taking the repo rate to a three-
year high of 5.9 per cent. In an off-cycle policy, the RBI had raised the repo
rate by 40 basis points in April and then effected a 50 basis point increase
each in the scheduled monetary policy reviews in June, August and
September (the latest). The rupee has depreciated by 7.4 per cent against
the US dollar in the current fiscal amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war and
slowdown in several major economies. In a scenario such as this, the cost of
borrowing will increase, therefore pushing banks and other financial institu-
tions to increase  their  lending  rates,  making  EMIs costlier than before.
With the rate hike, home loan rates  will  increase.  Experts  advised  people
opting for home loans to be very cautious and calculative in times such as
these and asked borrowers  to  prepay  a  part  of  their  loan outstanding
with surplus funds or increase their EMIs so as to cushion the overall inter-
est outflow. Interestingly, the demand in the housing market continues to
remain robust despite subsequent rate hikes. In fact, in many cities, it is
improving. This, there may not be any major impact in the scenario  even
after the RBI decision. However, with home rates hovering between 8-9 per
cent, further tightening, if  any, will start to impact  the  sector  and  there-
by  the  overall economy. Consumer loan rates on all home, car, personal,
and education loans on floating rates will become more expensive. New
borrowers will have to take loans at a higher price compared to last week.
At a time like this, it is advisable to pre-pay in any shape and form to con-
trol interest outflow. With pre-payment, borrowers may feel the pinch in
the short term, but they will be better off once the rate cycle reverses.The
overall impression is that the RBI move will help tame the increased infla-
tionary pressure and improve foreign capital inflow to arrest the declining
value of  the rupee against the US dollar. The recent correction in global
commodity prices including crude oil, if sustained, may ease some cost
pressure in the coming months.

RBI decision on expected
lines, more hike in offing

Changing scenario for
India post Ukraine

H ydrogen is used mainly to
make chemicals such as

fertiliser, and in oil refineries.
Most hydrogen in the world
today is made from natural gas
or coal methods associated with
large carbon dioxide emissions.
Developed countries are there-
fore looking to "green hydrogen"
instead produced using renew-
able electricity such as solar and
wind power. Energy experts Rod
Crompton and Bruce Young ex-
plain green hydrogen's potential
benefits and challenges. Global
hydrogen demand reached 94
million tons in 2021, and con-
tained energy equal to about 2.5
per cent of global final energy
consumption. Only about 0.1 per
cent of current global hydrogen
production is green, but big ex-
pansions are planned. New ap-
plications for green hydrogen
are also envisaged. Liebreich's
classification is a useful indica-
tor of the potential markets for
green hydrogen.

Since the objective of using
green hydrogen is really to re-
duce carbon dioxide, the appli-
cations to target first should be
those that will yield the largest
reductions in emissions.
Liebreich's ladder shows which
they are. The applications in
the (green) top row are an effi-
cient use of valuable green hy-
drogen. But green hydrogen
currently costs much more to
make than less clean types of

hydrogen. Using it to produce
the 180 million tons per annum
of ammonia required globally
for fertiliser production would
have a severe knock-on effect
on food prices. So it is difficult
to see how this transition is
going to occur. Green hydrogen
is made from water. Using re-
newable ("green") electricity,
equipment called electrolysers
separates the hydrogen from
oxygen in water (H2O). The
process is called electrolysis.
Green hydrogen production
emits no carbon dioxide, but
the construction of renewable
electricity infrastructure cur-
rently uses fossil fuels, which
do emit carbon dioxide.

Hydrogen has traditionally
been made from non-renewable
energy sources like coal ("black
hydrogen") and natural gas
("grey hydrogen"). When these
methods are combined with car-
bon capture and storage, the hy-
drogen produced is known as
"blue hydrogen". Although the
costs of renewable power gener-
ation have been coming down,
the cost of electrolysis is still not
commercially competitive.
Today, green hydrogen has an es-
timated energy equivalent cost
of between USD 250 and USD 400
per barrel of oil at the factory
gate, according to the
International Renewable Energy
Agency. Future cost reductions
are forecast but these are uncer-
tain. Current oil prices are
around USD 100 a barrel much
less than it would cost to use
green hydrogen instead of con-
ventional petroleum products.

The costs of transporting hy-
drogen must be taken into ac-
count too. Unfortunately, the
physics of hydrogen is against
low-cost hydrogen transport. It
is much more challenging than
oil-based liquid fuels, liquefied
petroleum gas or liquefied natu-
ral gas. Ocean transport of hy-

drogen has to be at very low tem-
peratures (-253 C). Petrol or
diesel doesn't need costly refrig-
eration: it is transported at am-
bient air temperature. And hy-
drogen carries only 25 per cent
of the energy that a litre of
petrol does, making it much
more expensive to transport and
store the same amount of ener-
gy. Alternative ways to transport
hydrogen have been investigat-
ed. Because ammonia (NH3) is
much easier and cheaper to
transport than hydrogen, the
International Renewable
Energy Agency has recommend-
ed "storing" hydrogen in ammo-
nia for shipping. But that re-
quires additional equipment to
put the hydrogen into ammonia
and strip it out at its destination.

These processes add costs of
about USD2.50-USD4.20/kg
(equivalent to USD123-USD207
per barrel of oil) according to
the agency. Hydrogen is more
difficult to handle than conven-
tional fossil fuels. It is a colour-
less, odourless and tasteless gas,
unlike conventional hydrocar-
bons. This makes leak detection
more difficult and increases the
risk of fire or explosion.
Hydrogen fires are invisible to
the human eye. Historically, hy-
drogen has been controlled
within factory perimeters and
managed by trained people. The
widespread introduction of hy-
drogen into society will require
new measures and skills, in-
cluding insurance, materials
handling, firefighting and dis-
aster management.
Construction of the first gi-
gawatt scale green hydrogen
project in Saudi Arabia has al-
ready started. Many of the pio-
neering projects will be built in
the southern hemisphere, most-
ly in developing countries. This
is because they are less densely
populated and have better re-
newable energy resources

(solar and wind) for generating
the necessary electricity.

Although this may sound pos-
itive for developing countries,
there are big risks in developing
hydrogen mega projects. For
one thing, the "iron law" of
megaprojects states: "Over
budget, over time, under bene-
fits, over and over again".
Project owners bear the project
execution risk. Risks also in-
clude exchange rate risk, re-
mote locations, pioneering tech-
nology, and a lack of skills.
Prospective host countries will
have to balance these risks
against the temptations of im-
proved investment, employment
and balance of payments. They
would be wise to extract guaran-
tees from their customer coun-
tries so as to avoid the injustice
of the global south subsidising
the global north as it transitions
to cleaner energy. South Africa
now has a "Hydrogen Roadmap"
after many years of government
funding.

There is talk by the energy
company Sasol and vehicle
manufacturer Toyota of a
"Hydrogen Valley", a geographi-
cal corridor of concentrated hy-
drogen manufacture and appli-
cation industries. And the
South African government and
Sasol are talking of establishing
a new port on the west coast at
Boegoebaai for the manufacture
and export of green hydrogen.
In Nelson Mandela Bay, Hive
Hydrogen is planning a USD 4.6
billion green ammonia plant.
Namibia also has big plans for a
USD 10 billion green hydrogen
project. The key to reducing
green hydrogen costs in the fu-
ture lies mainly in technological
improvements and cost reduc-
tions related to mass manufac-
ture and a scale-up in electroly-
sis. And to a lesser extent, incre-
mental cost reductions in trans-
port and handling.

Green hydrogen sounds like a 
win for developing countries

R esearchers at the
Indian Institute of

Science (IISc) have joined
hands with AIIMS
Rishikesh to create an algo-
rithm that can help decipher
brain scans and identify the
occurrence and type of
epilepsy. The development
has the potential to do away
with the current practice of
manual evaluation of
Electroence-phalogram
(EEG) which can be often te-
dious and sometimes lead to
errors.

Epilepsy is a neurological
condition where the brain
emits sudden bursts of elec-
trical signals in a short
amount of time, resulting in
seizures, fits and sometimes
even death. Based on the
point of origin of the brain's
erratic signals, epilepsy is
classified as either focal or
generalised epilepsy. Focal
epilepsy occurs when the er-
ratic signals are confined to
a specific region in the brain.
If the signals are at random

locations, then it is termed as
generalised epilepsy, an IISc
statement said.

"The research aims to dif-
ferentiate EEG of normal
subjects from epileptic
EEGs. Additionally, the de-
veloped algorithm attempts
to identify the types of
seizures. Our work is to help
the neurologists make an ef-
ficient and quick automated
screening and diagnosis,"
says Hardik J. Pandya,
Assistant Professor at the
Department of Electronic
Systems Engineering
(DESE) and the correspon-
ding author of the study pub-
lished in Biomedical Signal
Processing and Control.

During the course of their
study, the team noted a novel
algorithm that can sift
through EEG data and iden-
tify signatures of epilepsy
from the electrical signal pat-
terns. After initial training,
the algorithm was able to de-
tect whether a human sub-
ject could have epilepsy or

not -- based on these patterns
in their respective analyses --
with a high degree of accura-
cy, the researchers say.

To develop and train the
algorithm, the researchers
first examined EEG data
from 88 human subjects ac-
quired at AIIMS Rishikesh.
Each subject underwent a
45-minute EEG test, divided
into two parts: an initial 10-
minute test when the subject
was awake, which included
photic stimulation and hy-
perventilation, followed by a
35-minute sleep period when
the subject was asked to
sleep.

Next, the team analysed
this data and classified dif-
ferent wave patterns into
sharp signals, spikes and
slow waves. Spikes are pat-
terns where a signal rises
and falls within a very short
duration of time (70 millisec-
onds), while sharps are
those with rises and falls
spread over a slightly longer
duration (250 milliseconds)

and slow waves have a much
longer duration (400 mil-
liseconds).

An epileptic subject shows
a different set of patterns
compared to a healthy indi-
vidual. The researchers de-
veloped an algorithm to cal-
culate the total number of
sharp waves -- the
Cumulative Sharp Count --
and use this as a parameter
to detect if the subject is
epileptic or not (a higher
value indicates a greater
chance that the subject is
epileptic).

The algorithm also calcu-
lates the sum of areas under
the spikes and sharp curves
to distinguish between focal
and generalised epilepsy (a
greater value indicates gen-
eralised epilepsy as opposed
to focal epilepsy, which has a
lower value). The re-
searchers add that the study
shows a way to identify ab-
sence seizures (those that in-
volve a brief, sudden lapse of
consciousness), using a

Cumulative Spike-Wave
Count; in some cases, these
absence seizures are critical
and can be fatal.

The team then ran their al-
gorithm on a new set of EEG
data from subjects for whom
the classification (whether
they had epilepsy, and if so,
what type of epilepsy they
had) was already known to
the doctors. This blind vali-
dation study successfully
classified the subjects accu-
rately in nearly 91 per cent of
the cases.

"We hope to refine this fur-
ther by testing on more data
to consider more variabili-
ties of human EEGs until we
reach the point where this
becomes completely transla-
tional and robust," says
Rathin K. Joshi, a PhD stu-
dent in DESE and first au-
thor of the study. IISc said
that a patent has been filed
for the work and the algo-
rithm is being tested for its
reliability by physicians at
AIIMS Rishikesh.

IISc team develops algorithm to detect seizures
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Investment

Hyderabad:
Telangana has attract-
ed over 2.5 lakh crore
in investment across
various sectors in the
last 8 years due to
business-friendly poli-
cies and atmosphere,
state Industries
Minister KT Rama
Rao said. Rao — who
also holds the portfo-
lio of Telangana
Minister for
Commerce, IT and
Urban Development
— made the remarks
in a reply to a ques-
tion on state invest-
ment policies. “We
gave more than 20,000
clearances (to busi-
ness proposals) in last
8 years through TS
iPass attracting more
than Rs 2.5 lakh crore
of investment and cre-
ated 1.6 million or 16
crore direct job oppor-
tunities,” he told PTI
in an interview. Under
the TS iPass or
Telangana State
Industrial Policy, an
investor is given all
clearances within 15
days, Rao said.

100 stores
Chennai: NR Group,
manufacturers of
Cycle Pure
Agarbathies, has
drawn up aggressive
expansion plans that
includes opening 100
stores by 2024 besides
tapping the online
market to boost sales,
according to a top
company official. The
Mysuru-based NR
Group is known for
the popular Cycle
brand of agarbathis
(incense sticks) and
also diversified into
other products like
sambrani, turmeric,
kumkum among oth-
ers, company
Managing Director
Arjun Ranga said
here. “Cycle - as a
brand is known for
agarbathis (incense
sticks) but we are into
other products also.
We want to be known
as a prayer-and-fra-
grance brand and not
just an agarbathi
brand,” he told PTI.

Green hydrogen
production

New Delhi: Research
and development
(R&D) activities are
needed to bring down
the production cost of
green hydrogen as
India aims to become
a manufacturing hub
of the new energy,
NSEFI Chairman R
Mehta said. Today the
cost of per kg green
hydrogen is as high as
USD 5, he said at
Global Green
Hydrogen Conference
in Greater Noida,
Uttar Pradesh. Many
PSUs and leading
Indian corporates
have announced their
large green energy in-
vestment plans,
Mehta said in a ses-
sion at the event, ac-
cording to a media
statement issued by
National Solar Energy
Federation of India
(NSEFI).

New Delhi, Oct 02:  

Amid concerns in cer-
tain quarters over the
pace of the insolvency res-
olution process, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman  said that one
can neither afford to have
the legislation “lose its
sheen” nor let early stress
warnings go unnoticed.
The minister, who is also
in charge of the corporate
affairs ministry, touched
upon the disruptions
being faced by companies
due to global develop-
ments and emphasised
that “we have to keep our
ears very close to the
ground to know actually
what is developing in the
system (due to global de-
velopments)”. In the con-
text of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC),
which provides for a mar-
ket-linked and time-bound
resolution of distressed
companies, Sitharaman
stressed the importance of
resolution professionals

and that the efforts are
more to keep companies
as going concern.

“I want all of us, includ-
ing me, to be conscious
that we cannot afford to
have IBC lose its sheen...
whatever it takes for all of
us to keep it (IBC) as
sparkling as it was when
we brought it...,” she said
while speaking at a func-
tion here to celebrate the
sixth annual day of IBBI.
Her comments come
against the backdrop of
reports and concerns ex-
pressed in certain quar-
ters about delays and sig-
nificant haircuts taken by
creditors in certain insol-
vency resolution process-
es. While noting that
delay is the first big cul-
prit in the erosion of the
value of assets, the minis-
ter also said that compa-
nies in distress cannot be
treated with indifference
or even with the delay.
IBBI should be kept on its
toes so that it can bring in
the required interven-

tions, which will be a criti-
cal area for years to come.
“We cannot afford to have
early stress warnings
which are coming up go
unnoticed,” she said.

The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of
India (IBBI) is a key insti-
tution in implementing
IBC, which is helping in
addressing financial
stress among companies
since coming into force in
2016.

According to the minis-
ter, IBC and IBBI are fac-
ing a very different world
post the pandemic where
there are global disrup-
tions that have nothing to
do with the country, im-
pacting companies.

“... the disruptions due
to the global developments
that are having on us are
also bringing a situation
where many of the banks
themselves are wondering
how they are going to take
it further (in terms of) dis-
tress some of the clients
are feeling,” she said.

We cannot afford to have IBC lose
its sheen, says Nirmala Sitharaman

New Delhi, Oct 02: 

The next generation
high-speed 5G services
will bring fundamental
changes across several
sectors, including educa-
tion, health, agriculture
and banking, Telecom
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on
Saturday. The minister
also said that 5G will cre-
ate new services with dig-
ital capabilities at the cen-
tre. “Telecom is a gateway
of Digital India. Telecom
is the root of all digital
services that we are see-
ing in our modern life. 5G
services will bring funda-
mental change in several
sectors - education,
health, agriculture, logis-
tics, and banking. It will
create new opportuni-
ties,” Vaishnaw noted.
The 5G service was
launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
at India Mobile Congress
on Saturday. The minister
said the Prime Minister

gave a challenge of devel-
oping indigenous technol-
ogy for 4G and 5G, and
India is marching ahead
in the technology develop-
ment, and now the world
is looking at Indian tele-
com technology. Modi
launched a crucial 5G net-
work gear — 5G Non-
Standalone (NSA) core,

indigenously designed
and developed by state-
run C-DOT. Centre for
Development of
Telematics (C-DOT) said
that end-to-end 5G call
was demonstrated using
C-DOT 5G NSA Core in-
stalled at BSNL
Chandigarh and 5G Radio
Access Network (RAN),

developed in collabora-
tion with Wisig Networks,
VVDN Technologies and
Radisys India. The indus-
try lauded the govern-
ment’s move to launch 5G
services in the country,
terming it a transforma-
tion step for industrial de-
velopment.

“It is a generational
leap that can help in-
crease the telecom sec-
tor’s contribution to GDP
to 8-9 per cent from 6.5 per
cent presently,” Ficci
Director General Arun
Chawla said. Ficci
IT/ITeS Committee chair-
person Rahul Sharma
said it is anticipated that
5G technology will add
USD 450 billion to the
Indian economy between
2023 and 2040. “The poten-
tial of 5G in India is gen-
uinely transformative.
Once built, it will accom-
modate up to one million
connected devices per
square kilometre com-
pared with only 2,000
under 4G,” Chawla said.

5G services will bring fundamental change
in several sectors: Ashwini Vaishnaw

Union Minister for Communications and Electronics &
Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw during the
6th India Mobile Congress, at Pragati Maidan in New
Delhi, Sunday, Oct. 2.

New Delhi, Oct 02: 

Petrol and diesel sales
in India jumped in
September as economic
activity picked up with
the nearing festival sea-
son and the ending of the
monsoon raised the de-
mand, preliminary indus-
try data showed.

Petrol sales soared 13.2
per cent to 2.65 million
tonnes in September
when compared to 2.34
million tonnes of con-
sumption in the same
month last year. Sales
were 20.7 per cent higher
than Covid-marred
September 2020 and 23.3
per cent more than pre-
pandemic September 2019.
Demand was, however, 1.9
per cent lower than the
previous month of August
2022. Diesel, the most used

fuel in the country, posted
a handsome 22.6 per cent
rise in sales in September
to 5.99 million tonnes
when compared to the
same month last year.
Consumption was up 23.7
per cent over September
2020 and nearly 15 per cent

higher than pre-Covid
2019. The fuel, which had
seen a near 5 per cent drop
in sales in August when
compared to the previous
month of July, saw de-
mand rise 1.3 per cent
month-on-month.

Industry sources said
the ending of monsoon
rains in most parts of the
country and a pick up in
agriculture season led to a
rise in diesel demand.
Rains usually restrict mo-
bility and demand from
the farm sector, which
uses diesel in irrigation
pumps and trucking.

Also, the approaching
festival season led to a
pick-up in economic activ-
ity and a rise in demand.
Auto fuel sales had dipped
in July and August owing
to the monsoon and re-
duced demand.

Petrol, diesel sales jump in Sep
as festival season approaches

New Delhi, Oct 02:

Concessional import
duties on specified edible
oils are in place till March
2023, the food ministry
said on Sunday. This deci-
sion was taken on August
31, 2022 by the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC) in
order to boost domestic
supply and keeping retail
prices under control. The
food ministry in its latest
statement said that the
CBIC’s decision of extend-
ing existing concessional
import duties on specified
edible oils is in place till
March 2023. “The conces-
sional customs duty on ed-
ible oil import has been ex-
tended by another 6
months, which means
that the new deadline will
now be March 2023,” the
statement said. The min-

istry also said that domes-
tic edible oil prices have
been on a declining trend
driven by a fall in global
prices. With falling global
rates and lower import du-
ties, retail prices of edible
oils have fallen consider-
ably in India. According to
the statement, the current
duty structure on crude
palm oil, RBD Palmolein,
RBD palm oil, crude soy-
bean oil, refined soybean
oil, crude sunflower oil
and refined sunflower oil
remains unchanged till
March 31, 2023. The import
duty on crude varieties of
palm oil, soyabean oil and
sunflower oil is currently
zero. However, after taking
into account 5 per cent
agri cess and 10 per cent
social welfare cess, the ef-
fective duty on crude vari-
eties of these three edible
oils is 5.5 per cent.

Concessional import duties on 

edible oils in place till March 2023 

New Delhi, Oct 02:
Vodafone Idea, the coun-
try’s struggling third tele-
com player, plans to begin
the journey to roll out 5G
services, matching rivals
Reliance Jio and Bharti
Airtel, but the firm has of-
fered no specific timeline
for the launch or coverage
of the ultra high-speed in-
ternet services. Aditya
Birla Group Chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla

on Saturday pledged the
telco’s commitment to tak-
ing India on “the new pace
of country’s digital jour-
ney” while speaking at the
inauguration of India
Mobile Congress 2022 and
launch of 5G services in
the country by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
“We will soon begin 5G
rollout journey. We will
leverage our strong pres-
ence in rural India, our en-
terprise customers, our
tech partners, and global
experience of Vodafone
Group for progressively
rolling out our 5G network
and services in the coming
period,” Birla said.

Unlike its rivals
Reliance Jio and Airtel
that outlined firm time-
lines for the launch of 5G
services, Vodafone Idea
did not disclose any roll-
out schedule or timeframe.

Voda Idea says its 5G rollout
journey will begin soon

New Delhi, Oct 02: 

Robust festive demand
coupled with better pro-
duction due to easing of
semiconductor supplies
helped the domestic pas-
senger vehicle industry
post its best-ever monthly
sales performance in
September. The industry
volumes in September
stood at 3,55, 946 units, reg-
istering an year-on-year
increase of 91 per cent, en-
abling the second quarter
sales to cross the 10-lakh
sales mark. Leading au-
tomakers Maruti Suzuki,
Hyundai and Tata Motors
were able to improve their
dispatches to dealers last
month on the back of im-
proved production with
the easing of chip short-

age situation. The coun-
try’s largest carmaker
Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)
said its total domestic pas-
senger vehicle wholesales
stood at 1,48,380 units last
month as compared to
63,111 units in September
last year. “It is the second
best month for the compa-
ny in 42 months,” MSI

Senior Executive Director
(Marketing & Sales)
Shashank Srivastava told
reporters. The best month
for the auto major was
October 2020 when it had
dispatched 1,63,000 units
in the domestic market, he
added. Similarly, sales in
the compact segment, in-
cluding models such as

Swift, Celerio, Ignis,
Baleno and Dzire, rose to
72,176 units as against
20,891 cars in September
2021. Similarly, sales of
utility vehicles, including
Grand Vitara, Brezza and
Ertiga, rose to 32,574 units
as compared with 18,459
vehicles in the year-ago
month, MSI said.

Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Managing
Director Shailesh
Chandra said the compa-
ny attained its highest
ever monthly sales of
47,654 last month led by
record sales of Nexon and
Punch. “Going forward,
we expect the festive sea-
son will witness strong re-
tails on the back of im-
proving supply of vehi-
cles,” he added.

Auto sales on ascending track riding
on festive cheer, smooth chip supplies New Delhi, Oct 02: 

Equity market will be
guided by global trends,
macroeconomic data an-
nouncement and foreign
fund movement in a holi-
day-shortened week
ahead, analysts said.
Movement of the rupee
and Brent crude oil will
also remain in focus this
week, they added.

“The bulls need some
support from global mar-
kets to continue Friday’s
momentum. The geopoliti-
cal situation, macro num-
bers from the USA, direc-
tion of the US dollar
index, and bond yields
will be key factors to
watch out for at the global
level,” Santosh Meena,
Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd,
said. Bouncing back after

seven straight sessions of
decline, the 30-share BSE
benchmark jumped
1,016.96 points or 1.80 per
cent to settle at 57,426.92
on Friday. The broader
NSE Nifty climbed 276.25
points or 1.64 per cent to
end at 17,094.35.

“Institutional flows will
play a critical role in the
direction of the market.
We will have a truncated
week as markets will re-
main shut on Wednesday
on account of Dussehra,”
Meena said. PMI
(Purchasing Managers’
Index) data for the manu-
facturing sector is sched-
uled to be announced on
Monday, while the servic-
es sector data will be out
on Thursday. “This week
is a holiday-shortened one
and marks the beginning
of the new month also so

important data like auto
sales, S&P manufacturing
PMI and S&P services
PMI will be in focus.
Besides, performance of
the global markets, FIIs
trend, and movement in
currency and crude will
also remain on partici-
pants’ radar,” said Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd. Last
week, the Sensex shed 672
points or 1.15 per cent,
while the Nifty lost 233
points or 1.34 per cent.
Amol Athawale, Deputy
Vice President - Technical
Research, Kotak
Securities Ltd, said, global
macro factors will contin-
ue to dictate the domestic
market sentiment going
ahead as any fresh spell of
negative news could once
again trigger the down-
ward spiral.

Global factors, macroeconomic data to drive 

markets in holiday-shortened week ahead: Analysts

New Delhi, Oct 02: 

Bharti Airtel’s 5G serv-
ice will be available in
eight cities from Saturday,
its chairman Sunil Bharti
Mittal said at India Mobile
Congress. With this,
Bharti Airtel has become
the first company to
launch 5G services in the
country.

“When you (Prime
Minister) will launch 5G
today. 5G from Airtel will
be available in 8 cities -
Delhi, Mumbai, Varanasi,
Bangalore and other
cities,” Mittal said. He also
said that Airtel will roll
out 5G services in several
cities across the country
by March 2023 and across
India by March 2024.
Mittal lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

understanding of technol-
ogy and connecting it with
the nation’s progress. “We
are proud and very fortu-
nate that we have amongst
us a leader who under-
stands technology meticu-
lously. Many leaders ap-
preciate technology but its
granular understanding
and linking it for the
progress of the country,
according to me what
Modi Ji can do no one else
will be able to do,” he said.
He also acknowledged the
contribution of Reliance
Industries Limited chair-
man and managing direc-
tor Mukesh Ambani to the
growth of 4G. “I would like
to remind Mukesh
(Ambani) when he gave a
lot of pace to 4G and we
had run very fast to catch
up with it. When COVID

hit, the pulse of this na-
tion did not stop even for a
minute. Our work contin-
ued round the clock and its
credit goes to Digital
Mission,” Mittal said. He
said that the Prime
Minister gave the slogan of
startups, which led to the
creation of unicorns every
month.

“I believe that with 5G
hundreds of used cases
will create thousands of
entrepreneurs and dozens
of new unicorns,” he said.
According to a senior com-
pany official, Airtel 5G
services will be available
at existing 4G rates and a
new tariff for 5G will be
announced after some
time. The officer said the
5G services are also being
launched in Chennai,
Hyderabad and Siliguri.

Airtel announces launch 
of 5G service in 8 cities New Delhi, Oct 02:

Housing sales rose 87
per cent in January-
September across seven
cities to 2,72,709 units and
breached the transactions
clocked in entire 2019 pre-
COVID year on strong de-
mand, according to
Anarock. Sales stood at
1,45,651 units in the
January-September peri-
od of 2021. Property con-
sultant Anarock, which is
one of the leading housing
brokerage firms, tracks
primary sales of seven
major cities — Delhi-NCR,
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), Chennai,
Kolkata, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Pune. As
per the data, housing sales
in these seven cities in-
creased to 2,72,709 units
during January-
September this year from

1,45,651 units in the corre-
sponding period of the
previous year. The
January-September figure
of this calendar year is
higher than the 2,61,358
units sold during entire
2019. Sales plunged to
1,38,344 units in 2020 due to
the adverse impact of the
COVID-19 induced lock-

downs. India’s primary
housing market revived
last year on pent up de-
mand coupled with incen-
tives offered by some state
governments like
Maharashtra in the form
of lower stamp duty. As a
result, sales rose to 2,36,516
units in 2021 and the mo-
mentum has continued so

far this year. The impact of
rise in interest rates on
home loans — from a
decadal low of around 6.5
per cent to over 8 per cent
now — has not been felt so
far on the housing market.
The RBI has increased the
repo rate by 190 basis
points since May this year
to contain inflation.
Housing prices too have
gone up by at least 10 per
cent in the last one year.
Experts believe that the
pandemic has positively
impacted the concept of
home ownership, which
along with improved af-
fordability index, is driv-
ing sales. According to the
Anarock data, the sales of
residential properties in
Delhi-NCR more than dou-
bled to 49,138 units in
January-September from
22,478 units in the year-ago
period.

Housing sales up 87 pc in Jan-Sep in 7 cities: Anarock
Sales till Sep breach full 2019 figure

South actress
Sadaa’s take
on life: Only
objective is 
to be happy

A
ctress Sadaa, who
was a leading actress
in the Tamil and

Telugu film industries, said
that the only objective one
should ever have in life is to
feel happiness.

Taking to Instagram, the
actress, who has already

shared her thoughts on
how significant self-re-

spect is to her, on
Sunday wrote: "The

only objective
that one should
ever have in life
is to feel happy!

Find things, pas-
sions, people that

give you joy..."
"We've been told happi-

ness comes from within and
one shouldn't depend on ex-
ternal factors for feeling
good. But most often, it's not
practically possible to de-
tach from people and situa-
tions that are making you
unhappy. What do you do
then?" "Accepting and ac-
knowledging that momen-
tary unhappiness or dis-
pleasure and bouncing back
on other things that give
you joy, is the way to go in
such moments. Hope you'll
have a happy and joyful
Sunday!" Earlier, the actress
had expressed that caring
for oneself did not amount
to being selfish.

She had said: "Caring for
self, is not being selfish as
most people would like you
to believe. The ones who ex-
pect you to put them over
your self respect or happi-
ness, are the ones who are
actually selfish! Best to stay
away from them for your
own peace."

ACROSS

1. Computer info

5. Potato

9. Pile up

14. Lean against

15. Space org.

16. Speed

17. Pre-Easter season

18. Unlock

19. Goodbye, in Paris

20. Understood! (2 wds.)

21. Fertile desert spot

23. Summer drinks

24. Short snooze

26. Glossy paints

28. Winter toys

31. Blooming bush

33. Talking pet

35. Good sense

40. Related

41. ____ Witherspoon of "Legally

Blonde"

43. Knight's assistant

44. Zone

46. "The Texas Chainsaw ____"

48. ____ beef

50. Annoyed

51. Money makers

55. Picnic intruder

56. Burn-soothing plant

57. Bed supports

60. Dads' partners

64. Passport stamps

66. Way out

67. Correct copy

68. Critic Roger ____

69. She (Fr.)

70. Zero

71. Coward

72. Jury member

73. Stumble

DOWN

1. Painter Salvador ____
2. Fortas and Lincoln
3. Melody
4. Parking lot employee
5. Nosy person
6. Mama's spouse
7. Utilizes
8. Frontiersman ____ Boone
9. Caught ya!
10. Woman's title
11. Stage remark
12. Strong metal
13. Author Dr. ____
22. Traps
25. Query
27. Air hero

28. Health clubs
29. Placid, e.g.
30. Clapton or Idle
31. Dixie general
32. Things
34. Bloopers
36. Renter's rooms
37. Burlap bag
38. Mythical giant
39. Require
42. Rested
45. Natural mineral
47. Vice
49. In dreamland
51. Roof overhangs
52. Defendant's offering
53. Thorny blooms
54. Advances
55. Daisylike flower
58. Wheel shaft
59. Flooring square
61. Stench
62. Skirt length
63. Dance move
65. Sow's home
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You could feel like a rat in a maze
today, Aquarius. Walls and long, nar-
row corridors take you around cor-
ners and through doorways, yet
there's no indication that you're going
in the right direction. Instead of wan-
dering aimlessly, stop and ask for
help. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Don't get so stuck in your ways today that
you insist on having the one true answer
without really considering the options. You
must be aware of a lot before you commit
yourself one way or another. The people
around you are apt to get annoyed with your
narrow-mindedness, for this is how you will
be viewed unless you stop and take a con-
sidered look at the whole picture.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Quietly step into the background if things
aren't going the way you'd like, Aries. Don't
try to stick your nose into someone else's
business, even if you think you know the
right way to proceed. People probably have
strong opinions, and they won't be swayed
in any direction. The best you can do is take
care of yourself. You will probably find that
this means you shouldn't be seen or heard.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may have gotten yourself tangled up in a
deep mental drama over a series of recent
incidents, Taurus. Your mind may be working
overtime in order to solve the riddles. It's
quite possible that the reality of the situation
is that you're simply making a big deal over
nothing. Today is one of those days in which
you will face the harsh reality that comes as
a consequence of your over-the-top thinking.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may feel as if your smile is unwelcome
today, Gemini. It may seem to you like
there's some sort of gloom and doom to
people's attitudes that makes them unwill-
ing to accept any sort of good news. Don't
let this stop you from maintaining your own
cheerful state. It's important that you not
probe too deeply into the reasons behind
other people's behavior now.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may feel as if your smile is unwelcome
today, Gemini. It may seem to you like
there's some sort of gloom and doom to
people's attitudes that makes them
unwilling to accept any sort of good news.
Don't let this stop you from maintaining
your own cheerful state. It's important
that you not probe too deeply into the rea-
sons behind other people's behavior now.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may feel as if your hands are tied
today and you're faced with absolutely
no options, Leo. Don't despair over a situ-
ation that seems insurmountable. Think
of yourself as a terrific magician who can
burst out of the strongest chains. You
have tricks up your sleeve that can help
you escape just about any situation in
which you find yourself.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

This is a good time to take a stand on an
issue that you may have been vacillating
about lately, Virgo. People will lose confi-
dence in you if you can't seem to make up
your mind. What they don't realize is that
you've been working overtime to process
all the information. Now it's time to express
orally what you've discovered mentally.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today is one of those days in which you
will be bursting at the seams to share
big news with your friends, Libra.
Perhaps you just received an important
package or piece of information and you
can't wait to spread the news. Be care-
ful about who might be lurking around,
however, because there could be others
listening in. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your reluctance to speak could get you in
trouble today, Scorpio. You may hesitate
to share what you know for fear of what
others might think. You should realize
that you're using this as an excuse to hide
what's really just selfishness. Share your
knowledge with others and you will be
amazed at the knowledge that comes
back to you in return. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

There may be a great tension between
you and someone older today,
Sagittarius. Perhaps there's someone
who's adopting a sort of "parent knows
best" personality that's starting to
annoy you. Take a breather. Realize
that this person isn't being critical or
judgmental but just giving you advice. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

There's apt to be a comfortable feeling
about today that should make you feel quite
secure and nurtured, Capricorn. Perhaps
you're feeling protected by a strong force,
maybe an internal one, that's reminding
you that as long as you stay within the lines,
everything will be fine. There's a familiarity
to things that will make it easy for you to
navigate any rough waters.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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B
ollywood actress
and mum-to-be Alia
Bhatt, who made her

debut as a producer with
'Darlings', said that she
will set out goals with
shows, movies, or podcasts
to create content that con-
nects with an extremely
high emotional core and
added that she wants to be
a part of the process be-
hind the camera.

Alia Bhatt was speaking
at Forbes India Tycoons of
Tomorrow 2022, a presti-
gious ceremony felicitat-
ing prodigious change-
makers across industries.
The event took place on
September 30.

Alia said: "It seemed to
be financially the right
thing to do. I wouldn't want
to load the production and
wanted to take a back-end
perspective. That led me to
realise how interested I am
behind the camera. Ten
years into this industry, I
made my first movie,
'Darlings'. The experience
has been so substantial
that it has strengthened
my motto to continuously

grow." She added: "Mine is
still a boutique production
house. I'll set out goals with
shows, movies, or podcasts
to create content that con-
nects with an extremely

high emotional core. I
want to be a part of the
process behind the cam-
era," said Alia.

Talking about the
salient features she looks
for to collaborate with a
brand, Alia said: "It's the
brand value that has to
make sense and match my
purpose. At the end of the
day, I won't wear an outfit
that goes against my per-
sonality. Every collabora-
tion boils down to a two-
way relationship that
works both ways. I have to
believe in the brand and
vice-versa. Without an au-
thentic collaboration, the
purpose will be defeated,
and the audience will
know that." When asked
about her style of invest-
ment, Alia stated that she
keeps looking for demand
gaps. Alia recently an-
nounced that she's ventur-
ing into maternity wear.

"Today, I launched
Edamamma, a maternity
line. What started out as a
gap in my wardrobe,
turned out to be my mater-
nity line.

Alia Bhatt: I want to be part of the
process behind the camera

'A
nupamaa' fame
Gaurav Khanna,
who is gaining a

lot of attention for his
role of Anuj Kapadia and
his chemistry with
Rupali Ganguly is also
being liked by the audi-
ence.

Talking about his char-
acter Gaurav said: "My
character has received
immense support and
love from the audience
and I feel blessed about
it."

"Usually in daily soaps,
we see that the female
protagonist is the most
understanding character
and takes everyone to-
gether but Anuj has bro-
ken that barrier he is one
of the most caring indi-
viduals and always sup-
ports his wife he makes
sure that with or without
him Anupama (Rupali
Ganguly) never falls
down and I think that is
the beauty of the story of
Anuj and Anupama."

Gaurav has been part
of several shows such as
'Jeevan Saathi', 'CID', and
'Tere Bin'. He further
elaborated on the rela-

tionship between
Anuj(Gaurav) and
Anupamaa (Rupali) in
the show and how they
both support each other
which makes their rela-
tionship perfect.

"It is not just Anupama
or just Anuj who is sin-
gle-handedly taking the
burden of the relation-
ship; they go hand in
hand and have always got
each other's back." He

also expressed his happi-
ness as the show will be
aired on all days and
added: "I am very happy
to share this with all fans
that my show 'Anupama'
will now be telecasted to
the audience 7 days a
week. It is like an occa-
sion for us where we can
spend 7 days with our
viewers instead of 6
days." 'Anupamaa' airs on
Star Plus.

Gaurav Khanna on his ‘Anupamaa’
character breaking stereotypes

Trisha read all

five volumes of

the epic for her

role in ‘PS 1’

S
outh star Trisha
Krishnan read all five
volumes of Kalki

Krishnamurthy's book
Ponniyin Selvan to prepare
for her role in Mani
Ratnam's movie 'Ponniyin
Selvan: I'(PS 1).

She said: "When we start-
ed shooting for the film, the
entire world was hit by the
pandemic which led to a
lockdown. So, during that pe-
riod, I read all 5 volumes of
the novel. I used to believe
that historic fictional novels
are hard to read but this was
very interesting." The 39-
year-old actress rose to fame
with Tamil movies such as
'Saamy', 'Ghilli', 'Aaru' and
she also acted in several
Telugu projects including
' N u v v o s t a n a n t e
Nenoddantana' and 'Athadu'.
She appeared on 'The Kapil
Sharma Show' along with
'PS 1' co-stars Vikram, Jayam
Ravi, Karthi,and Sobhita
Dhulipala. She spoke further
on her preparations for the
role: "After finishing one
book, you will be compelled
to pick the next one, it's that
intriguing. But the novel and
the film are quite different
because the way Mani sir
beautifully summarised 5
books into 2 films is beyond
my imagination. So, I call
this film Mani Ratnam's 'PS
1'." Vikram also added to the
conversation in a hilarious
way: "Half the payment was
for reading the book!"

'The Kapil Sharma Show'
airs on Sony Entertainment
Television.

T
V actor Shalin
Bhanot, who is well-
known for his nega-

tive role in 'Naagin', was
the third contestant to join
the 'Bigg Boss 16' house. He
amazed the host with his
dance moves and also
shared with him his wish
to host the reality show.

He also said he doesn't
know how to cook, to
which Salman replied that
Bigg Boss will now make
sure he learns to cook in-
side the house.

The host then asked
Shalin if he knew how to

clean the house. Shalin
replied with a 'No'. Salman
responded by saying
Shalin would have to do all
this inside the house.

Shalin added that many
people interpret him dif-
ferently, but he is the com-
pletely opposite of the neg-
ative character he plays in
'Naagin'.

Shalin has also acted in
'Saat Phere: Saloni Ka
Safar', 'Kulvaddhu', and
done a cameo on the show
'Kaajjal'. And he has par-
ticipated in the dance real-
ity show 'Nach Baliye 4'.

Shalin Bhanot wishes to
host a reality show like

Salman Khan

A
ctor Karthi, who
has played the piv-
otal character of

Vanthiyathevan in direc-
tor Mani Ratnam's just
released magnum opus,
'Ponniyin Selvan 1', has
expressed his gratitude
to all those responsible
for creating such a film
and told fans that their
love was "overwhelm-
ing".

The actor, who put out
a statement which he
shared on his Twitter
timeline, said: "Words
cannot express the im-
mense gratitude I feel for
this experience and mag-
nificent journey as
Vanthiyethevan.

"First and foremost a
big salute and all respects
to Amarar Kalki for cre-
ating this magical epic
'Ponniyin Selvan' for all
of us."

"A Million thanks to
our Mani sir for pursu-
ing it all these years and
crafting this unforget-
table masterpiece. To
Ravivarman sir for being
the driving force on sets
and giving us never be-
fore seen stunning visu-
als." "To our treasure AR
Rahman sir for making
us ecstatic with his
music. To Thota Tharani
sir for recreating the
golden age...can't imag-
ine anyone else to justify
this responsibility."

"To Sreekar Prasad sir
for bringing out the spirit
of Kalki sir's writing that

has been immortalised
through the awesome di-
alogues and one liners
penned by Jeyamohan
sir."

"To Eka and Vikram
Gaikwad sir for making
the phenomenal charac-
ters look so real. To
Townley, Anand and
team for that exhilarat-
ing and rich sounds."

"To all the foot soldiers
behind the scenes who
were working for their
passion for cinema. And
the fabulous actors, re-
spectable seniors and my
dear colleagues who
came together with so
much love for one anoth-
er and for the art of cine-
ma to create this mag-
num opus."

‘Overwhelming’: Karthi
reacts to the outpouring

of audience love for ‘PS-1’
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Rajkot, Oct 02 (PTI):

All-rounder Saurabh
Kumar hit a strokeful fifty
before returning to snap
two wickets as Rest of India
tightened the noose around
Saurashtra on day 2 of the
Irani Cup match here on
Sunday.

Saurabh smashed 10
boundaries in his 78-ball 55
and added 71 with Jayant
Yadav (37) for the seventh
wicket to take ROI close to
the 350-mark after Sarfaraz
Khan dominated the open-
ing day with a century.

It was Saurabh's innings
which helped ROI grab a
solid 276-run first-innings
lead over Saurashtra.

The 29-year-old from
Uttar Pradesh then re-
turned to dismiss both the
Saurashtra openers --
Harvik Desai (20) and Snell
Patel (16) -- as ROI gained
further ascendency in the
match.

At stumps, Chirag Jani (3
batting) and
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja (8
batting) were at the crease
with Saurashtra, the 2019-20
Ranji Trophy Champions,

at 49 for two in 17 overs, still
trailing by 227 runs.

Earlier, left-arm fast
bowler Chetan Sakariya
gave Saurashtra a glimmer
of hope with a five-wicket
haul as they dismissed ROI
for 374 in 110 overs.

The 24-year-old (5/93)
snapped four wickets to go
with the one scalp he took
on the opening day after
Chirag Jani removed the
overnight batters Hanuma
Vihari (82) and Sarfaraz
(138) in the first sessions.

After dominating the
opening day, ROI resumed
day two at 205 for three with

skipper Vihari and centuri-
on Sarfaraz batting for
more than an hour, adding
another 33 runs to their
overnight partnership.

However, both departed
in quick succession with
Jani producing the break-
throughs.

Jani first had Hanuma
caught by Harvik Desai be-
fore trapping Sarfaraz in
front of wicket in his open-
ing spell to reduce ROI to
239 for 5 in the 65th over.

It was a Sakariya show
after that as he drew Srikar
Bharat (12 off 44) with a full
delivery after coming
round the wicket and in-
duced an edge which was
caught by Harvik Desai.

A 71-run stand followed
between Jayant and
Saurabh and it was
Sakariya once again in ac-
tion as he removed the for-
mer with another full deliv-
ery which held its line out-
side the off stump and got
an edge from the batter.

The 24-year-old pacer
then managed to get a top-
edge from the blade of
Saurabh, who went for a
pull despite not being in po-

sition, only to be caught by
Snell Patel.

Sakariya then completed
his five-for when he sent
back Mukesh Kumar with
Prerak Mankad taking a
sensational catch diving
across at gully area.
Kuldeep Sen was the last
batter to go after he was
run-out.

After a disastrous batting
display in the first innings,
a lot was expected from
Saurashtra and the opening
duo of Desai and Patel did
well to see off the new ball
spell from Mukesh Kumar
and Kuldeep Sen.

However, left-arm spin-
ner Saurabh, who didn't
bowl in the first innings,
made life difficult for the
batters after he was intro-
duced in the 11th over.

He produced four succes-
sive maiden overs and in
the process snapped both
the openers.

While Snell chipped one
straight to Sarfaraz at
cover, Desai got an outside
edge and Vihari, a first slip,
held on to the catch after
the ball got deflected after
hitting the keeper's thigh.

Saurabh Kumar’s all-round show
puts ROI in firm control in Irani Cup Chengdu, Oct 02 (PTI):

Star paddler G Sathiyan
won both his singles, includ-
ing the one against world
number 9 Dang Qiu, to
script India's stunning 3-1
win over second seeds
Germany in the group stage
of the World Table Tennis
Championships here on
Sunday.

World number 37
Sathiyan won two gruelling
deciders, first against 36th
ranked Duda Benedikt (11-
13, 4-11, 11-8, 11-4, 11-9) before
edging out Germany's high-
est-ranked player Qiu (10-12,
7-11, 11-8, 11-8, 11-9). In both
the matches, Sathiyan
staged a strong fightback
after losing the first two
games.

"The match against Qiu
was definitely much
tougher. He is a top-10 player.
It was a high quality match
as well," Sathiyan told PTI.
India number 2 Harmeet
Desai had lost the second
singles to Qui 1-2 (7-11, 9-11,
13-11, 3-11) before Manav
Thakkar helped his team go
2-1 up with a 3-1 (13-11, 6-11,
11-8, 12-10) win over higher-
ranked Ricardo Walther.
The 17th-ranked India had
beaten Uzbekistan in their
opening group game on

Saturday. They need to fin-
ish in the top two to advance
to the pre-quarterfinals. In
the women's draw, India
recorded their first win of
the group stage with a 3-0 re-
sult over Czech Republic.
The Manika Batra-led side
had lost to Germany on
Saturday. Manika defeated
Hana Matelova 3-1 (11-6, 11-6,
8-11, 12-10 ) in the first sin-
gles before Akula Sreeja and

Diya Chitale won their sin-
gles against Marketa
Sevcikova and Katerina
Tomanovska, 3-0 and 3-1 re-
spectively. It was a close af-
fair between Diya and
Katerina before the Indian
prevailed 11-13, 15-13, 12-10,
14-12. Down two game points
in the fourth game, Diya re-
lied on her serve to make it
10-10 before winning a spec-
tacular rally.

India men’s team stuns world number 
2 Germany in World TT Championships

Sylhet, Oct 02 (PTI):

Shafali Verma couldn't
have asked for an easier op-
ponent to regain her mojo
as a confident India get
ready to maul Malaysia in
their second T20 match of
the women's Asia Cup here
on Monday.

The game should serve as
net session for
Harmanpreet Kaur and Co
against a Malaysian side
that was thrashed by
Pakistan by nine wickets in
its opener.

After a comfortable win
against Sri Lanka, scripted
by Jemimah Rodrigues, the
less experienced Indian
players are expected to get
some game time as the
team prepares for the T20
World Cup in South Africa
early next year.

Shafali, who has endured
a dismal run, would want to
come out all guns blazing
and may take this opportu-
nity to try an alternate bat-
ting approach as her natu-
ral game has not been yield-
ing success off late.

The 18-year-old has not
scored a T20I half-century
since March last year but

played a couple of good
knocks at the
Commonwealth Games.
She then had a woeful
England tour, where she
had single digits scores four
times across formats.

The big-hitting opener
needs to find consistency
after three years in interna-
tional cricket. Her lack of
footwork was the main
cause of her undoing as
English bowlers capitalised
on her weakness.

With the quality of the
Malaysian bowlers no
where close to their English

counterparts, it is impor-
tant that Shafali uses this
opportunity to the fullest to
gain her confidence.

For vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana, who failed to
get going against Sri Lanka,
the game will be about qual-
ity hitting time in the mid-
dle against an attack that is
sure to feel intimidated.

Rodrigues, who came off
a wrist injury, made instant
impact with a sensational
career-best performance
while Harmanpreet has

also been in imperious
touch. The tournament pro-
vided Indian with the per-
fect platform to experiment
and several new players
like Kiran Navgire could be
seen in the playing XI come
Monday. Finding the right
combination with the ball
is also high on India's prior-
ity list. With the pitch here
producing knee length
bounce on the opening day
of the competition itself,
India are expected to field a
spin heavy attack with
Renuka Singh being the
sole specialist pacer.

Seoul, Oct 02 (AP):

Japan's Yoshihito
Nishioka claimed his sec-
ond career title after beat-
ing fourth seed Denis
Shapovalov of Canada 6-4,
7-6 (5) to win the Korean
Open on Sunday.

The 27-year-old
Japanese, who beat top
seed and world No.2
Casper Ruud in the quater-
finals, was impressive in
defense and his counter-
punching style eventually
wore down his higher
ranked opponent in just
under two hours at the
Seoul Olympic Park
Tennis Center.

The unseeded Nishioka,
appearing in his second
championship match this
year after reaching the
Washington final in
August, started the
brighter and found his ry-
thym early to claim the
first set.

The second set saw mo-
mentum change as
Shapavolov found his
range from the backcourt
to take a 3-1 lead. But
Nishioka rallied to take
the set into a tiebreak
where he held firm to win
his first tournament since
his maiden title at the

Shenzen Open in 2018
where he also beat
Shapovalov in their only
previous meeting.

The ATP Tour returned
to Seoul for the first time
since 1996 after the city
was awarded a single-year
licence to stage the Korean
Open.

London, Oct 02 (AP):

Debutant Amos
Kipruto, a world bronze
medallist in Doha in 2019,
won the men's race at the
London Marathon on
Sunday.

The 30-year-old Kenyan
finished in a time of 2
hours, 4 minutes, and 39
seconds to beat Ethiopia's
Leul Gebresilase in second
place. Bashir Abdi of
Belgium was third.

Earlier, Yalemzerf
Yehualaw of Ethiopia re-
covered from a fall to win
the women's race. The 23-

year-old appeared to trip
on a speed bump with six
miles remaining but re-
covered to rejoin the lead-
ing pack and came home
in 2 hours, 17 minutes, and
25 seconds, the third
fastest time at the event.

Defending champion
Joyciline Jepkosgei of
Kenya had to settle for sec-
ond.

This year's race is tak-
ing place in October for
the third and final time,
after it was moved in 2020
due to COVID-19. It will re-
turn to its traditional
April date next year.

Sylhet, Oct 02:

Sri Lanka Women have
edged past UAE Women by
11 runs on the Duckworth-
Lewis method. With thun-
der and lightning stopping
match, UAE had to chase
66 in 11 overs. But a mid-
dle-order collapse trig-
gered by Kavisha Dilhari
and Inoka Ranaweera
helped Lankan women de-

fend the target with ease.
UAE could only manage
54/7 in 11 overs.

Chasing a modest target
of 110, UAE-Women did
not have a good start.
Opener Esha Rohit depart-
ed in the third over with
score reading 15/1. But the
match was stopped soon as
lightning struck, making
the ground unsafe for play-
ers. While it resumed after

an hour gap, SriLankan
women fought back.

Kavisha Egodage depart-
ed immediately after the
rain break with Kavisha
Dilhari getting her wicket.
With the revised target of
66, UAE suddenly needed
to go over 6 an over. But the
slow pitch made it difficult
and bulk of wickets fell in
quick succession. From
21/2, UAE found them-
selves reeling at 44/7.

However, as Dilhari and
Ranaweera bowled tight
overs, UAE failed to get to
the required run. In the
end, they could only man-
age 54/7. Dilhari returned
with 2/7 while Ranaweera
also bagged 2/7.

Earlier, opting to bat, Sri
Lanka Women set a modest
110-run target for UAE in
the league game of
Women’s Asia Cup.
Harshitha Madavi top-
scored with 37 as Lankan
batters struggled on a slow
pitch. Mahika Gaur and
Vaishnave Mahesh bagged
three wickets each. The
win helped Sri Lanka move
to 4th spot behind India
having lost one and won
one match.

Paris, Oct 02 (AP):

Kylian Mbappe scored a
late winner as defending
champion Paris Saint-
Germain edged Nice 2-1 to
restore its two-point lead
over Marseille in the
French league on Saturday.

Mbappe pounced on a
pass from Nordi Mukiele to
beat Kasper Schmeichel
with a low strike in the 83rd
minute. The France striker
tied Neymar as the joint top
scorer in the league with
eight.

Lionel Messi gave PSG
the lead in the 29th with a
curling free kick into the
top corner from 22 yards.
Messi's fifth league goal
was one shy of his league
tally last season when he
took time to adapt to a new
club and struggled with
knocks and a bout of
COVID-19. Gaetan Laborde
equalized from close range
just after halftime after the
PSG defense failed to clear a
cross from Youcef Atal.

"We started the second
half with no energy, no
rhythm and no intensity,
and we let Nice have more
possession," PSG coach
Christophe Galtier said.
"We put ourselves in trou-

ble by running after the
ball, by not winning our
duels and not playing the
ball out from the back like
we should have. Nice equal-
ized quite logically. So, we
had to inject more energy,
more speed and more verti-
cality."

Messi shone with
Argentina during the inter-
national break by scoring
twice against Honduras

and twice against Jamaica,
and could have added a sec-
ond goal on the stroke of
halftime with a powerful
strike that Schmeichel
tipped over the bar.

PSG needed Messi's bril-
liance because forward
Hugo Ekitike, who got his
first start this season,
proved toothless and didn't
make runs in behind the de-
fense like Mbappe does.

New Delhi, Oct 02 (PTI):

Uncapped Bengal seamer
Mukesh Kumar and prolific
domestic performer Rajat
Patidar on Sunday earned
their maiden India call-up
for the upcoming three
match ODI series against
South Africa, starting
October 6 in Lucknow.

Mukesh, a prolific red
ball bowler for Bengal had
performed just at the right
time, emerging as top wick-
et taker in first class games
against New Zealand 'A' and
followed that up with anoth-
er stupendous show in Irani
Cup. Patidar, a stylish hitter,
has scored centuries in IPL
play offs, in the Ranji
Trophy final and in "Tests"
against New Zealand in last
three months. The team
would be led by ODI special-
ist Shikhar Dhawan while

Shreyas Iyer will be his
deputy. Shreyas and Deepak
Chahar will link up with
the T20 World Cup squad in
Brisbane after the ODI se-
ries. They were named as
stand-by players for the ICC
flagship event. The team
will train in Perth in first
week. The second and third
ODIs of the series will be
played on October 9 and 11
in Ranchi and Delhi respec-
tively.

Squad: Shikhar Dhawan
(Captain), Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Shubhman Gill,
Shreyas Iyer (vice-captain),
Rajat Patidar, Rahul
Tripathi, Ishan Kishan
(wicket-keeper), Sanju
Samson (wicket-keeper),
Shahbaz Ahmed, Shardul
Thakur, Kuldeep Yadav,
Ravi Bishnoi, Mukesh
Kumar, Avesh Khan, Mohd.
Siraj, Deepak Chahar.

Pakistan Crush
Malaysia by 
9 Wickets

Sylhet, Oct 02: 

On the back of a domi-
nant show by spinners,
Pakistan opened their ac-
count in the Women’s Asia
Cup by defeating Malaysia
by nine wickets at the
Sylhet International
Cricket Stadium (SICS) on
Sunday.

After Malaysia barely
managed to post 57/9 in
their 20 overs, Pakistan
chased down the total with
11 overs to spare. After opt-
ing to bowl first in over-
cast conditions, Pakistan
bowlers made full use of
the conditions as pacer
Diana Baig struck on the
second ball of the innings -
getting Malaysia’s captain
Winifred Duraisingam out
caught behind for a duck.

The spinners then
joined in and dominated
the Malaysians. Omaima
Sohail (3/19), Sadia Iqbal
(1/8) and Tuba Hasan
(2/13) shared six wickets
between themselves.
Malaysia’s Elsa Hunter
was the only batter of note
for the side, making an un-
beaten 29 off 51, which in-
cluded three fours to help
her side avoid ignominy of
being bowled out and
score 57/9 in 20 overs.

Struggling Shafali in focus
as India take on Malaysia

Match starts 1pm IST.

Debutant Amos
Kipruto of Kenya wins

London Marathon

Nishioka beats Shapovalov
to win Korean Open

Mukesh, Rajat earn maiden
India call-up for SA ODIs

Mbappe nets winner as PSG
edges Nice to stay top in Ligue

Lanka Women edge
past UAE by 11 runs

Accused gangster Deepak Tinu
escapes from police custody

Chandigarh, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Gangster Deepak Tinu,
one of the accused in the
Sidhu Moosewala murder
case, escaped from police
custody in Punjab's Mansa
district, official sources
said on Sunday. A manhunt
has been launched to nab
Tinu, who escaped on
Saturday night when he
was brought on a produc-
tion warrant from
Goindwal Sahib jail in an-
other case by the Mansa po-
lice, they said.

Police of neighbouring
states, including Rajasthan
and Haryana, have been
alerted, the sources said.
Tinu is a close aide of jailed
gangster Lawrence

Bishnoi, also an accused in
the murder case of the
Punjabi singer. When
asked about the incident,
Patiala Range Inspector
General Mukhwinder
Singh Chhina, who is cur-
rently holding additional
charge as Bathinda Range
IG, told PTI over the phone,
"We are working on it, po-
lice parties are on the job
and we will catch him
soon." Shubhdeep Singh
Sidhu, popularly known as
Sidhu Moosewala, was shot
dead in Punjab's Mansa dis-
trict on May 29. He was
killed when he was on his
way to Jawahar Ke village
in Mansa in a jeep with his
friend and cousin. His vehi-
cle was waylaid and

sprayed with bullets by six
shooters. After the killing,
Goldy Brar, a member of
the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang, claimed responsibili-
ty for the murder. Tinu is
among 24 accused who
have been charge-sheeted
in the murder case. In 2017,
Tinu was freed from cus-
tody by one of his aides
from Haryana who sprayed
pepper spray in the eyes of
a police official. The gang-
ster was arrested from
Bengaluru by the Bhiwani
police in December that
year. Tinu faces several
cases, including those of
murder and extortion, in
various states. Opposition
parties slammed the Aam
Aadmi Party-led Punjab

government over the inci-
dent. "Gangster Deepak
who was caught in the
Sidhu Moosewala murder
case escaped from Mansa
police custody last night.
This reflects poorly on
@PunjabPoliceInd and
AAP Govt. Meanwhile, an
unconcerned CM
@BhagwantMann is busy
playing Garba in Gujarat,"
Pargat Singh, Congress
MLA from Jalandhar
Cantt., said in a tweet.
Punjab BJP general secre-
tary Subhash Sharma
termed Tinu's escape "ex-
tremely worrying". "Chief
Minister and Home
Minister are busy in politi-
cal tours, Punjab is suffer-
ing," he said.
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Moosewala Murder Case

Artists perform 'Pili Vesha' folk dance during the ongoing 'Navaratri' festival in Mangaluru, Sunday.

FOLK DANCE

Patnaik plants ‘freedom tree’ to
pay tribute to Gandhi, Shastri

Bhubaneswar, Oct 02 (PTI): 

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Sunday
planted a peepal sapling on
the premises of Lok Seva
Bhavan here as a mark of
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi
and former prime minister
Lal Bahadur Shastri on
their birth anniversary.

Asserting that peace and
non-violence prevails in
Odisha, Patnaik said this
year's Gandhi Jayanti
bears a special significance
as the country is also cele-
brating its 75th year of
Independence.

Patnaik, after planting
the sapling here that he

christened as 'freedom
tree', called upon people to
make India stronger by up-
holding the virtues of
brotherhood and unity.

Peepal tree signifies knowl-
edge, enlightenment, hap-
piness and auspiciousness,
he said. "From the ancient
Indus Valley civilisation to

enlightenment of Lord
Buddha, peepal tree has al-
ways had significance. It is
an inseparable part of our
socio-cultural life," the
chief minister said. On the
occasion, the president of
state freedom fighters' asso-
ciation. Nilamani Samal.
presented a 'charkha' (spin-
ning wheel) to the chief
minister.

The CM, in turn, felici-
tated Samal with a shawl.
The Ahimsa Rath, which
was flagged off on August
15 to disseminate the mes-
sage of peace and non-vio-
lence across the state,
reached Lok Seva Bhawan
during the day.

Bengaluru, Oct 2 (PTI): 

A digital solution (QR
codes) has been launched
for Bengaloreans to pro-
vide first aid care and med-
ical services to people with
cardiac emergencies. The
QR codes are posted at all
traffic signal junctions in
the city for use during med-
ical emergencies, accord-
ing to Manipal Hospitals
which launched it with the
support of the civic body
BBMP ('Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike'), and
Bangaluru City Traffic
Police.

These codes can help the

concerned/ affected person
connect to the emergency
number, from where at a
single click, the person will
be directed to ambulance
service, the multi-speciali-
ty healthcare chain said.
The initiative, that would
enable a quick "shift
around" during emergency,
was launched on the occa-
sion of the World Heart
Day last week.

Regional Chief
Operating Officer,
Bengaluru Cluster, Mysuru
and Salem, Manipal
Hospitals, Deepak
Venugopalan said at the
time of medical emergen-

cies, it is hard to have pres-
ence of mind and remem-
ber numbers. "Keeping this
in mind, we came up with
QR codes that are installed
across all signals with the
help of Bengaluru City
Traffic Police," he said.

Manipal Hospitals said it
has also rolled out another
QR code that navigates peo-
ple through the correct
steps involved in CPR
(Cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation). The code explains
the steps to be followed to
help revive the affected per-
son, it said in a statement.
The importance of know-
ing CPR skills was stressed.

QR codes posted in Bengaluru
traffic junctions to address 

cardiac emergencies

Odisha Chief Minister and Biju Janata Dal (BJD) President
Naveen Patnaik being garlanded during the inauguration
of party’s month-long 'Jana Sampark Padayatra', in
Bhubaneswar, Sunday.

Bihar’s agriculture
minister Sudhakar

Singh resigns
Patna, Oct 02 (PTI): Bihar
agriculture minister
Sudhakar Singh, whose out-
spokenness has been a
cause of embarrassment for
the Nitish Kumar govern-
ment, has resigned from the
post, according to his father
and state RJD president
Jagadanand Singh. The
RJD leader said that the
agriculture minister, who
had been "raising his voice
in favour of farmers", decid-
ed to put in his papers so
that "the rift does not deep-
en" ('taaki ladaai aage nahin
badhe'). The minister,
whose recent utterances on
corruption in his own de-
partment had made head-
lines, was not immediately
available for comment.


