
Charge sheet 
Kolkata: The Central
Bureau of Investigation
on Friday filed its first
charge sheet in Kolkata’s
Alipore court in connec-
tion with the West Bengal
School Service
Commission (SSC)
recruitment scam. The
charge sheet named 16
accused including arrest-
ed ex-education minister
Partha Chatterjee and
former SSC advisor
Shanti Prasad Sinha, a
CBI official said.

Seized
Surat: Police have recov-
ered fake currency notes
of Rs 25.80 crore face
value with “Reverse Bank
of India” and “for movie
purpose” printed on them
from an ambulance in
Gujarat’s Surat district,
an official said on Friday.
The bogus notes were
being transported to
Mumbai for use in a
movie, police said. 

Bribe
MMeeddiinniinnaaggaarr::  The District
Civil Surgeon of Palamu
was arrested by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
sleuths while accepting a
bribe from a man to clear
his outstanding bills on
Friday, an official said. A
special team of ACB
arrested Civil Surgeon Dr
John F Kennedy while he
was accepting Rs 50,000
bribe, said Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(ACB), Ashok Giri said.

Personality test 
KKoollkkaattaa:: The personality
tests for SSC 2016 eligible
candidates for the upper
primary will begin in the
third week of October,
according to a notification
issued on Friday. As
directed by the Calcutta
High Court, the candi-
dates who have qualified
the recruitment examina-
tion conducted for the
posts of teachers in the
upper primary level by
the West Bengal School
Service Commission 
(SSC) will appear for 
the test, it said.

Arrest
GGhhaazziiaabbaadd:: A 45-year-old
man was arrested in con-
nection with the murder
of his wife and daughter,
police said on Friday.
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Muniraj G
said around 12.30 pm,
information was received
about two bodies in a
house near MV Inter
College in Sadiq Nagar
under Nandgram police
station limits.
Investigations revealed
that Sanjay Pal allegedly
had a heated argument
with his wife Rekha (35)
on Thursday. 

FINAL DECORATIONS

Artisans decorate a Durga Puja pandal for the Durga Puja festival celebrations, in Gurugram, Friday.
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BRIEF

A robot being displayed |
during the World Robot

Olympiad India 2022, at a
school in Noida, Friday.
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New Delhi, Sep 30
(PTI): Mallikarjun
Kharge, Shashi
Tharoor and K N
Tripathi are the three
men in the Congress

presidential race for which
nominations end on
Friday with the veteran
Kharge from Karnataka
emerging a clear favourite.

The 80-year-old Kharge,
flanked by top Congress
leaders, filed several sets of
nomination papers with
the proposers also includ-
ing members from the G-23
ginger group comprising

Anand Sharma, Prithviraj
Chavan, Manish Tewari
and Bhupinder Hooda.
Tharoor, who was also part
of the G-23 group, filed five
sets of nomination papers,
while former Jharkhand
minister Tripathi filed a
single set of poll papers

with Madhusudan Mistry,
the chairman of the
Congress’s Central
Election Authority.
Kharge appeared to be a
clear favourite for the
Congress presidential
election as a galaxy of
leaders were present by

his side when he filed his
nomination papers at the
AICC headquarters here.

“I was encouraged by all
leaders, party workers
and delegates from key
states to contest the elec-
tions. I thank those who
were present by my side at
the time of filing the nom-
ination papers,” Kharge
told reporters here.

No one from the Gandhi
family was present at the
AICC headquarters when
the leaders filed their
nominations for the elec-
tion.
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‘I’m for change’
Senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Friday filed his nom-
ination for the post of party
president and said his electoral
competitor Mallikarjun Kharge
was a “candidate of continuity”
and of “status quo”, while those
wanting change in party should
vote for him. Tharoor, 66, also
said he is aware of his underdog
tag and talk of an ‘official candi-
date’ in some quarters but he
has been told by the Gandhi
family repeatedly that they are
“neither directly nor indirectly”
backing anyone.

Ahmedabad, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
flagged off the
Gandhinagar-Mumbai
Vande Bharat Express
semi-high speed train and
inaugurated the first
phase of the Ahmedabad
Metro rail project on the
second day of his two-day
visit to Gujarat, where
Assembly elections are
due by the year-end.

Modi also travelled in
the express train and the
metro train before ad-
dressing a rally in
Ahmedabad, where he
said cities will shape the
destiny of India and en-
sure that it becomes a de-
veloped nation in the next
25 years. Modi flagged off
the train from
Gandhinagar Capital rail-
way station around 10.30
am before boarding the

train. “PM @narendramo-
di is on board the Vande
Bharat Express from
Gandhinagar to
Ahmedabad. People from
different walks of life, in-
cluding those from the
Railways family, women
entrepreneurs and young-
sters are his co-passengers
on this journey,” the
Prime Minister’s Office

(PMO India) said in a
tweet. In the photographs
attached with the tweet,
the prime minister is seen
interacting with railway
officials, women entrepre-
neurs and others on board
the train. The train, which
connects the capital cities
of Maharashtra and
Gujarat, is the third Vande
Bharat Express in the

country. The first such
train was started on New
Delhi-Varanasi route,
while the second one on
New Delhi-Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra route,
an official said.

The train will provide
passengers aircraft-like
travelling experience and
advanced safety features,
including Kavach technol-
ogy, an indigenously devel-
oped Train Collision
Avoidance System, he
said. “This train will offer
world-class comfort and fa-
cilities to passengers. The
fully air-conditioned
Vande Bharat has several
modern features, such as
sliding doors, personalised
reading lights, mobile
charging points, attendant
call buttons, bio-toilets, au-
tomatic entry and exit
doors, CCTV cameras, re-
clining facility, comfort-
able seats,” a release said.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Gen Anil Chauhan on
Friday became India’s new
Chief of Defence Staff
with a mandate to imple-
ment the ambitious the-
aterisation plan that aims
to ensure tri-services syn-
ergy and prepare the
armed forces for future se-
curity challenges facing
the nation.

Gen Chauhan, a former
Eastern Army
Commander, took charge
as the country’s senior-
most military commander
over nine months after
first Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) Gen Bipin Rawat
died in a helicopter crash
in Tamil Nadu.

In a brief interaction
with the media, Gen
Chauhan said the security
challenges facing the na-
tion will be dealt with

jointly by the three servic-
es. “I am proud to be as-
suming the responsibility
of the highest rank in the
Indian Armed Forces. I
will try to fulfill the expec-
tations from the three
services and tackle all
challenges and difficulties
together,” he said. He be-

came the first retired
three-star Lt General-rank
officer to return to the
service as a four four-star
General. Gen Chauhan
will also be the Principal
Military Advisor to the
Defence Minister on all tri-
service matters as well as
head department of mili-
tary affairs as its secretary.

He will also be the
Permanent Chairman of
the Chiefs of Staff
Committee (COSC), the de-
fence ministry said.

The CDS called on
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh shortly after taking
charge of the top office.

Before assuming charge
of the CDS, Gen Chauhan
paid tributes to India’s fall-
en soldiers at the National
War Memorial. His father
Surendra Singh Chauhan
was also present at the me-
morial.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Veteran actor Asha
Parekh was on Friday hon-
oured with the Dada Saheb
Phalke award, the highest
recognition in the field of
Indian cinema. Parekh, 79,
was presented the award
by President Droupadi
Murmu during the 68th
National Film Awards cer-
emony, held at Vigyan
Bhawan here. The veteran
said she is grateful to re-
ceive the prestigious
award a day before her
80th birthday. “It is a huge
honour to have received
the Dada Saheb Phalke
award. It makes me very
grateful that the recogni-
tion comes to me just one
day before my 80th birth-
day. “This is the best hon-
our I could get from the
Government of India. I
would like to thank the
jury for the recognition

that they have bestowed
upon me, my long journey
and fulfilling the journey
in the film industry,” said
Parekh, who is the recipi-
ent of the award for the
year 2020. Describing the
Indian film industry as the
“best place” to be in, the
actor said she continues to
be attached to the movies
in her own small way even
after 60 years. “Our film in-
dustry is the best place to
be in. And I would like to
suggest to the youngsters
who are in this industry to
have perseverance, deter-

mination, discipline, and
to be grounded, and I con-
gratulate all the awardees
tonight,” she added. The
five-member Dada Saheb
Phalke Award committee
— comprising Asha
Bhosle, Hema Malini,
Poonam Dhillon, Udit
Narayan, and TS
Nagabharana — selected
Parekh for the honour.

Parekh, whose stardom
was at par with male con-
temporaries Rajesh
Khanna, Rajendra Kumar
and Manoj Kumar in the
1960s-1970s, started her act-
ing career at the age of 10
with the 1952 film
“Aasmaan”. In a career
spanning over five
decades, she starred in
over 95 films that include
titles such as “Dil Deke
Dekho”, “Kati Patang”,
“Teesri Manzil”, “Baharon
Ke Sapne”, “Pyar Ka
Mausam”, and “Caravan”.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI):

The Railways will re-
lease a new all-India time
table for trains which will
come into effect from
October 1, the national
transporter said Friday.

The ‘Trains At A Glance
(TAG)’ will be released on
the railway’s official web-
site www. indianrail-
ways.gov.in.

The time table will also
reflect the 106 new servic-
es introduced during 2021-
22, 212 services extended
and frequency of 24 servic-
es increased.

A slew of premium
trains has also been intro-
duced like the Vande
Bharat Express trains
which are operating from
New Delhi to Varanasi and
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Katra. One more Vande
Bharat Express train has
been introduced between

Gandhinagar and
Mumbai. To provide suffi-
cient time for the mainte-
nance of the fixed infra-
structure like track struc-
ture, signaling gears, over-
head equipment, it has
been planned to ensure
provision of fixed corridor
blocks. The Railways con-
verted 187 rakes of ICF to
LHB during 2021-2022.

“Necessary changes in
the time table have been
incorporated to improve
punctuality. Due to con-
certed efforts the punctu-
ality of Mail/Express
trains has improved by
about 9 pc as compared to
the punctuality during pre
Covid (2019-20).

“The rakes at different
maintenance depots have
been standardized by inte-
gration of the rake links to
improve flexibility in oper-
ations and thereby help in
improving punctuality,” it

said. In 2021-22, 60 conven-
tional passenger services
have been replaced by
MEMUs thereby increas-
ing the overall mobility of
the system, it said.

The railways runs about
3,240 mail/express trains
which include Vande
Bharat Express, Gatimaan
Express, Rajdhani
Express, Shatabdi
Express, Humsaafar
Express, Tejas Express,
Duronto Express,
Antyodaya Express, Garib
Rath Express, Sampark
Kranti Express, Yuva
Express, Uday Express,
Janshatabdi Express and
other types of trains.

In addition, about 3,000
passenger trains and 5,660
suburban trains are also
operated over the Indian
Railways network. The
volume of passengers car-
ried daily is about 2.23
crore.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The competent authority
under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA) has approved an
order of seizure of over Rs
5,551 crore worth of de-
posits of Chinese mobile
phone manufacturer
Xiaomi, the highest amount
frozen till date in India, the
ED said Friday.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had issued
the order of seizure on
April 29 under the FEMA
and later sent it for ap-
proval of the competent au-
thority, as required under
the law that regulates for-
eign exchange violations in
the country. The order has
been issued under section
37A of the FEMA against
Xiaomi Technology India
Private Ltd, the federal
agency said in a statement.
“This is the highest amount
of seizure order in India

which has been confirmed
by the authority till date.
“The authority, while con-
firming the seizure of Rs
5,551.27 crore, held that ED
is right in holding that for-
eign exchange equivalent to
Rs 5,551.27 crore has been
transferred out of India by
Xiaomi India in an unau-
thorised manner and is
held outside India on behalf
of the group entity in con-
travention of Section 4 of
the FEMA,” the agency
said. The competent au-
thority also observed that
the payment of royalty is
nothing but a tool to trans-
fer the foreign exchange out
of India and the same is in
“blatant violation” of the
provisions of FEMA, it
said. Xiaomi is a trader and
distributor of mobile
phones in the country
under the brand name of
MI and Xiaomi India is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
China-based Xiaomi Group.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Prices of natural gas,
which is used to generate
electricity, make fertiliser
and is converted into CNG
to run automobiles, were
on Friday hiked by a steep
40 per cent to record levels,
in step with global firming
up of energy rates.

The rate paid for gas
produced from old fields,
which make up for about
two-thirds of all gas pro-
duced in the country, was
hiked to USD 8.57 per mil-
lion British thermal units
from the current USD 6.1,
according to an order from
the oil ministry’s
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC).

Simultaneously, the
price of gas from difficult
and newer fields like the
ones in Reliance
Industries Ltd and its part-
ner bp plc operated

deepsea D6 block in KG
basin, was hiked to USD
12.6 per mmBtu from USD
9.92, the order said. These
are the highest rates for
administered/regulated
fields (like ONGC’s
Bassein field off the
Mumbai coast) and free-
market areas (such as the
KG basin).

Also, this will be the
third increase in rates
since April 2019 and comes
on the back of firming
benchmark international
prices. Gas is an input for
making fertiliser as well
as generating electricity. It
is also converted into CNG
and piped to household
kitchens for cooking pur-
poses. A steep increase in
prices is likely to reflect in
higher rates for CNG and
piped natural gas (PNG),
which has in the last one
year risen by over 70 per
cent.

PM flags off Vande Bharat train
Launches Ahmedabad metro; says cities will shape India’s destiny

PM Modi flags off the Gandhinagar-Mumbai Vande
Bharat Express train, in Gandhinagar, Friday. 

‘Will tackle all challenges 
and difficulties together’

Gen Anil Chauhan

Asha Parekh receives 
Dada Saheb Phalke award

Railways  new all-India time
table, to be effective from today

Gas prices hiked 40 %;
CNG, PNG to cost more

ED gets nod to seize 
Rs 5551 cr deposits of Xiaomi
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Bhilai, Sep 30: Bhilai
Nagar MLA Devendra
Yadav is constantly visiting
various wards one by one,
meeting and interacting
with people to understand
their problems. Thereafter,
taking necessary steps to
solve the issues. In this se-
quel Devendra reached
Sector 1 on Friday. He
moved into all the streets,
met the people, bowed at the
feet of elders and took
blessings as well as sought
suggestions on how to fur-
ther develop the area.

The Bhilainagar MLA
first reached the
Laxminarayan temple in
Sector 1, where he offered
prayers for happiness,

peace, prosperity of the
people of the city. After that
he met the people of the
area. He met the SHG
women's groups of Sector 1
that are making Phenyl etc.
To help them sell the prod-
ucts, a mini Mother's
Market will be started for
them in the ward, so that

women can easily sell their
products. After that they in-
spected all the lanes of road
12, 13, 14, 15 one by one.

The women told the prob-
lems of the ward  and de-
manded some essential
basic facilities in Swami
Vivekananda Garden. On
this Devendra said that he

would get the garden reno-
vated. Special facilities will
also be made for women
here. On the complaint by
the women that there is a
gathering of anti-social ele-
ments in the garden at
night time, due to which
people have a big problem.
The MLA immediately
called the SP and told the
problem as well as asked to
take immediate action.

While having tea near
Sector 1 SBI Bank branch,
the MLA was briefed by the
people in the locality about
the potholed roads which
get filled with water mak-
ing it difficult to traverse
them. Also the cleanliness
in the ward is also not being
done properly. Several other
issues were also discussed.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  3300:: Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is continuously
working towards keeping the
city of Bhilai clean and beauti-
ful. In this sequel, illegal
posters and publicity materials
like pamphlets, hoardings are
being removed by the
Corporation team every day. 

Continuing the action on
Friday as well, such illegal pro-
motional material was re-
moved from Supela Square to
Gada Square. Fine was im-
posed on those who ignored
repeated warnings and contin-
ued to use the display materi-
al. A fine of Rs 5600 was col-
lected from 7 shops. 

Corporation Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar and
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi have given in-

structions to the
officers to re-
move illegal pub-
licity material
and random
posters pasted on
g o v e r n m e n t
property. 

In compliance
with the order of
the Commi-ssion-
er of the
Corporation, the
employees are
taking action to
remove the illegal
publicity materi-
als from the road-
side and those
displayed on the
electric poles. 

Simul-taneous-
ly, publicity mate-
rials placed on the divider or
electric poles including the

side of the road were also re-
moved. Such posters have

been hanging on the pole since
long and were creating hin-

drance to commuters on the
road. Action was taken in all
the zones to remove the
posters which were spoiling
the beauty of the city, which
were put up in government
properties without permis-
sion. 

The posters which could be
easily removed were pulled
out by using human resources
and those which were difficult
to remove, were taken out
with the use of earthmovers. 

Similar action will be taken
in every ward of the city.
Notices will be issued to those
who put up publicity material
in government properties
without permission and also
fine can be recovered.
Assistant Revenue Officers
Parmeshwar Chandrakar and
Rajesh Sharma were present
during the action.

CCET organises farewell for Rev Fr Philip Kuruvilla
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: "Word good
bye is definitely the end of
one phase but it also marks
the beginning of a new
phase". Christian College of
Engineering and technolo-
gy bade farewell to Rev Fr
Philip Kuruvilla
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Coordinator) on September
27, 2022.

The programme started
with welcome address by
Principal Dr Dipali Soren.
She mentioned that father
has fuelled the CCET at-
mosphere with positivity
and enthusiasm after the
gloomy phase of Covid.

The presidential address
was given by Chairman His
Grace Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius, who enlightened
the fact how he was sure
that a shining personality

like Rev Fr Philip Kuruvilla
is needed to uplift the posi-
tion of college and he
proudly mentioned that it
happened in few months
under his guidance.

His Grace also focused
on the fact that extracurric-
ular responsibilities are
also important along with
teaching learning process.
Newly appointed Executive
Vice Chairman Rev Fr Dr

PS Varghese quoted
Warren Bennis to felicitate
Fr Philip on this occasion.

"Leadership is the capac-
ity to translate vision into
reality". Within a short
span of 8 months Fr Philip
rejuvenated the entire cam-
pus with his wholistic ap-
proach to education. He
wished him all success in
the future endevours. Staff
of CCET Bhilai and stu-

dents dedicated a melodi-
ous song on this occasion.

In his reply speech Rev
Fr Philip Kuruvilla said
that he does not want to
concise his feelings into
words but all will have a
special place in his heart
forever. CCET family along
with Management present-
ed a small token of love to
mark this occasion a mem-
orable one.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: New flash
butt welding machine for
welding of rails has been
installed at Rail and
Structural Mill. The weld
parameters as per Railway
standards have been
achieved in a record time of
one and a half month.

Within a fortnight of
startup the machine not
only exceeded the perform-

ance of old welding ma-
chine, but also set two new
shift benchmarks s in suc-
cession: 12 panels 39 joints
on September 27, 2022  C
shift and 13 panels 44 joints
on September 28, 2022 A
shift. To felicitate the excel-
lent performance, Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works) invited
employees of RSM and ap-
preciated them. Speaking
on the occasion he congrat-
ulated the collective and

said that he looks forward
to many more such moti-
vated performances from
team in the future.

He lauded the team for
fast stabilization and ramp-
ing up of new machine and
benchmarks achieved. He
honoured the shift manag-
er TS Manoj and operation
team, Mechanical team led
by KN Malick and electri-
cal team led by Abhilash
Gupta.

Continuous 1000 Accident Free Days 
in Instrumentation Department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant is tak-
ing continuous efforts to
ensure Safety enrichment
culture in the organisa-
tion. Interventions by
Departmental Safety
Officers (DSO's), Safety
warriors and other manu-
al interventions have led
to Safe work practices.
One of these initiatives by
Instrumentation depart-
ment has yielded positive
results. Instrumentation
Department has complet-
ed 1000 accident free days
on September 29, 2022.

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n
Department provides 24x7
services of measuring,
monitoring and control of
process and environment
parameters of all shops
from COCCD, BFs, SMS,

Mills, PBS, SPs, RMPs and
other auxiliary units. The
Shop's employees are al-
ways on alert mode to
meet the shop require-
ments and also attend the
preventive maintenance

and breakdown jobs of old
units and Modex units.

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n
Department has prepared
itself to meet challenge of
no accidents by conduct-
ing many activities and

taking new initiatives so
that its personnel do not
get trapped in Near miss
cases and convert into ac-
cidents. The department
has initiated issue of PPE
card to all contractual per-

sons, which has been
made mandatory
throughout BSP for all
contracts.

S i m i l a r l y ,
Instrumentation depart-
ment conducts regular
safety evaluation, yoga
sessions, counselling ses-
sions for its employees.
I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n
Department was feted by
Asit Saha, CGM I/c (M&U)
and GP Singh, Acting
CGM (Safety & Fire
Services) on September 29,
2022 for completing 1000
accident free days. All
Senior officers of depart-
ment PN Maravi, Joseph
M Joy, AM Danny and
Section I/cs along with
their staff participated in
the proceedings. The pro-
gramme was organised by
SR Jatrele, GM-
Instrumentation DSO.

Police to crack Kapsada
murder mystery soon

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: Police
have almost solved the
sensational incident in
which four members of a
family including two mi-
nors were bludgeoned to
death with an axe at vil-
lage Kapsada situated in
Kumhari Police Station
limits. It needs to be men-
tioned here that bodies of
the man, wife and their
two children were recov-
ered from the farm where
they lived and worked as
labourers.

According to trusted
sources, some close rela-
tives and friends of the de-
ceased were involved in
this shocking incident.
Money earned through il-
legal activities, illicit rela-
tionships, etc were the
cause of this criminal inci-
dent. All the suspects are

being quizzed by the inves-
tigation team. The prime
suspect has reportedly
confessed the crime. On
the basis of his statement,
his accomplices have been
taken into custody from
Orissa.

Police are recording the
statements of all the sus-
pects and are verifying
their statements with the
help of technical inputs

and evidence. Durg Police
is likely to disclose the
facts of this case very soon.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the incident oc-
curred on the intervening
night of Thursday at
Poonaram Tondon's farms
situated at village
Kapsada of Kumhari. The
deceased were Bholanath
Yadav (34), his wife Naila
Yadav (30) and their chil-

dren Mukta (12) and
Pramod (7). The family
lived at a house construct-
ed in the farms of
Poonaram Tondon and
worked as labourers here.

This sensational inci-
dent was the outcome of
the disputes among the
family members. Younger
brother of the deceased
had partied with his
friends and had consumed
liquor late evening on
Wednesday. Huge cash was
also recovered from his
possession and there were
injury marks on his head.

Bholanath, his brothers
and father Rajbhar Yadav
had taken 2-3 vegetable
farms in this area on con-
tract. They were earning
livelihood by working
these farms. The deceased
had earned a lot of money
allegedly by allowing ille-
gal activities in his farm.
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Another eleven involved in
online-betting arrested

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: Police have
arrested another eleven
persons involved in online
betting. Durg Police has ar-
rested more than 100 per-
sons for this category of of-
fence in the last ten days.

In the recent arrests, po-
lice recovered 7430 cash,
mobile phones, betting
records etc from the posses-
sion of the accused. It was a
joint operation conducted
by the Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and different
police stations.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they have
been conducting an inten-
sive operation against the
illegal online betting as
well as Satta-Patti for the
last few days.

A number of ruffians in-
volved in this illegal activi-
ty have been arrested. The
network of informers has

been activated and vigil is
being maintained on the
activities of suspects. In
this sequel, another eleven
bookies have been arrest-
ed.

The accused are identi-
fied as Rajesh Boyar (26) of
Santrabadi Durg; Firoz Ali
(40) of Takiyapara, Durg;
Salim Hashmi (63) of

Subhash Nagar Durg; Anil
Sao (29) of Ramnagar;
Kriparam Verma (58) of
Vaishalinagar; Om
Prakash Lange (48) of
Vaishali Nagar; Manoj
Verma (32) of Vaishali
Nagar; Paramjeet Singh
(32) of Ramnagar; Rahul
Kurre (30) of Sirsakhurd;
Ganesh Ram Dewangan

(48) of Umda, Old Bhilai;
and Nitesh Dongre (33) of
Umda Old Bhilai.

During the ten eight
days, Police have so far
taken against more than
100 people associated with
online betting activity. The
special operation of the
Durg Police will continue
in future as well.

ED(Works) felicitates
welding team of RSM

BMC removing illegal posters and 
publicity material from public places

Devendra reaches Sector 1 
and interacts with residents

Body of young banker 
recovered from river Sheonath  
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: Body of
a young banker has
been recovered from the
River Sheonath on
Friday. His car was
found on the old bridge
of the river at Pulgaon
on Thursday. After
about 30 hours, the body
of the banker was fished
out from the river by the
SDRF team of SDRF.
Pulgaon Police has reg-
istered a case and inves-
tigations are on.

According to informa-
tion, the deceased was
Palash Agrawal (28) a
resident of
Rajnandgaon. He was
working as Manager in
a private bank at Raipur
and was living in

Raipur for the past
some time. He was de-
pressed due to his bro-
ken engagement. It is
suspected that he com-
mitted suicide due to
this reason only.

Pulgaon Police in-
formed that the local
fishermen had in-
formed that a car has
been abandoned on the
old bridge of River
Sheonath. Police team
reached the spot and
found that two mobile
phones, ropes, etc were
lying inside the car.

On the basis of the
car registration details,
police contacted the
owner after which
Rajnandgaon based
Anil Agrawal reached
Durg and confirmed

that the car belongs to
his son Palash Agrawal.

He informed that
Palash was engaged
with a girl of Raipur
and the girl's family had
broken the engagement
on Wednesday. Palash
was highly depressed
after this incident. As
he was alone in Raipur,
the family spoke to him
on mobile phone and
tried to console him till
late night on
Wednesday.

Later he switched off
the mobile phone. It is
suspected that Palash
reached Durg in his car
and jumped into the
river allegedly to com-
mit suicide. Police are
exploring all possible
angles of the case.
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BJP to hold road 
blockade on October 8

Raipur, Sep 30:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would stage road
blockade on October 8 to
register protest against
the reduction of reserva-
tion for the tribals.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office sit-
uated at Ekatma Parishar,
the BJP leaders Nand
Kumar Sai, Kedar
Kashyap and Vikas
Markam questioned the
silence on part of tribal
leaders from Congress
and added they should
clear their stand on reduc-
tion of 12% reservations
of Tribal community. BJP

leaders also raised de-
mand that the state gov-
ernment should bring out
Ordinance to increase the
reservation for the tribals.
Sai said that the agitation
would be launched
against the state govern-
ment on the reservation
issues in all the Tribal
Divisions and added that
they would also take up
road blockade. He further
alleged that the local re-
cruitments too have been

stopped and added that a
resolution would also be
adopted through village
sabha to keep the reserva-
tions intact.

BJP Spokesperson
Kedar Kashyap added that
MLAs’s residence would
be gheroed from October
13 to 18 to register protest
and added that motor
cycle rally too would be
taken out in all the block
headquarters after the fes-
tival of Deepalwali.

DURGOTSAV

Idol of Maa Durga installed by Maa Vaishnavi Durgotsav
Samiti, Tulsi Nagar Kushalpur Raipur.

Paddy procurement from
1st Nov in Chhattisgarh

Raipur, Sep 30: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
today held a meeting of
divisional commissioners
and district collectors
through video-conferenc-
ing to review prepara-
tions for paddy procure-
ment beginning on
November 1, 2022. He told
the collectors to complete
all preparations for paddy
procurement within stip-
ulated time frame. The
Chief Secretary instruct-
ed collectors for verifica-
tion of Girdawari (crop
harvest inspection) in
gram sabhas (village
meetings).

He told collectors to
make sure that no regis-
tration of government
land is done in paddy field
under any circumstances.
Instructions were given to
make proper arrange-
ments for depositing the

fortified rice procured by
the millers in FCI. While
discussing inter-district
custom milling the Chief
Secretary instructed to
transport paddy for
milling in the districts
with maximum number
of millers.

The Chief Secretary in-
structed all the district
collectors to make all nec-
essary arrangements for
human resources, elec-
tricity, water, cap cover,
platform, token, weighing
machine, gunny etc. at the
paddy procurement cen-
ters at the earliest. Jain
asked the Secretary of the

Food Department to hold
meeting at the divisional
level to review the prepa-
rations of all the districts
before beginning of the
procurement of paddy.

The Chief Secretary
said that in the
‘Girdawari’ of the farm-
ers registered for the sale
of paddy, correct informa-
tion should be marked on
all the points including
the area of ??paddy. He in-
structed to specially mark
the information of farm-
ers taking other crops in
place of paddy this year
as compared to previous
years.

Against reduction
of tribal reserva-
tions 

Tribal leaders
demand Ordinance
from govt to
increase reserva-
tions

Chief Secretary
reviews prepara-
tions

Collector discusses points
specified for collectors

conference

Raipur, Sep 30:
Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure held a meeting
of district level officers
in the Collectorate
meeting hall here
today. He asked to up-
date the information
while making all neces-
sary preparations re-
garding the collector’s
conference to be held in
the near future under
the chairmanship of
the Chief Minister.

According to Dr
Bhure the officers of
the district administra-
tion have an important
role to play in bringing
the plans and decisions
of the government to
the ground. He gave
necessary instructions
after discussing agenda
with the officials of the
concerned department
for the collector’s con-
ference.

The Collector re-
views progress in vari-
ous works such as as-
sessment of effect of
excess rains and scanty

rains on agriculture,
promotion of organic
farming, Godhan
Nayay Yojana, procure-
ment and marketing of
cowdung and cow
urine, haat bazaar clin-
ic yojana, urban slum
health scheme,
Atmanand School
Yojana, cent per cent
inspection of ashrams
and hotels,
Dhanwantari Medical
Store Scheme, C-Mart
Scheme, plantation
promotion scheme, reg-
ularisation of unautho-
rised constructions,
implementation of an-
nouncements made by
the Chief Minister, im-
plementation of the an-
nouncements made
during ‘Bhent-
Mulakat’ programme,
Krishna Kunj Yojana
and online single win-
dow for development of
colonies.Additional
Collector BB
Panchbhai, SDMs and
other concerned offi-
cers were present at the
meeting.

Amitesh wins silver medal in
Skating event of National Games

Raipur, Sep 30:
Amitesh Mishra gave
first success to
Chhattisgarh in the
36th National Games by
securing silver medal
in the 10000 Metres
Speed Skating event on
Friday. Coach Daljit
Singh, Chef D Mission
Dr Atul Shukla and
Deputy Mission
Rupendra Chouhan
congratulated him on
his success by watching

his performance.
Similarly, Bhagwat

Singh Porte finished
23rd position to qualify
for the Final Round in
the Archery event.

Bhagwat quali-
fies for Final in
Archery event

Raipur, Sep 30: On the
occasion of the
International Day of
Older Persons, a state-
level event will be or-
ganized by the Social
Welfare Department in
Sardar Balveer Singh
Juneja Indoor Stadium
in Raipur on 1 October
from 12 pm. On this oc-
casion, the Social
Welfare Minister Mrs.
Anila Bhediya, and
many senior citizens
from various districts
including public repre-
sentatives will be pres-
ent. The senior citizens

will be honored during
the event, and many
programs will be organ-
ized.

It is noteworthy that
the International Day of
Older Persons is cele-
brated every year on 1
October to develop a
positive social environ-
ment for retaining the
protection, security, and
honor of senior citizens.
Respecting this tradi-
tion, various events are
organized in all the dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh
including the state capi-
tal Raipur every year.

State-level event in Indoor Stadium
on International Day of Older Persons

GRV’s heart melts at Gift of life ceremony 
Raipur, Sep 30: A day
after ‘World Heart Day’
one of India’s original lit-
tle masters and legendary
c r i c k e t e r
G.R.Vishwanath’s heart
was touched at the Gift of
life given to children who
underwent surgery for
congenital heart problem
at Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital at
Atal Nagar, Nava Raipur.

Gundappa Ranganath
Viswanath, who has been
in the city for Legends
Road Safety World Series
2022, visited Sanjeevani
Hospital along with for-
mer Indian Cricketer Suru
Naik on Friday. During
their visit, legends met
children who got operated
and presented them ‘Gift of
Life’ certificates. They in-
teracted with children,
parents and hospital staff.
GRV and Suru Naik also
visited Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Women and
Child Hospital.

After spending almost
two hours in hospital, GRV
said, “Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital’s
work in treating children
with Congenital Heart
Disease is a noble and hu-
mane work. I have been as-
sociated with this organi-
sation for decades and
know their noble thoughts

and works closely. A hospi-
tal without a billing count-
er is unimaginable in this
world. Sanjeevani hospital
has served lakhs of chil-
dren and done more than
22,000 surgeries without
taking a single rupee from
their parents. The impact
which made on this society
is unimaginable.”

“Most of the children
who come to this hospital
are from poor back-
grounds. They cannot af-
ford treatment in any
other hospitals. Serving
these underserved and
making a lifelong positive
impact on poor families is
not a simple job. Every par-
ent on this planet lives for
their children. In this sce-
nario, saving a child is
nothing but saving a fami-
ly and its future.
Sanjeevani hospital is
doing an immense service
to nation building by keep-
ing poor children’s health
intact” GRV expressed his

gratitude.
“I have never seen or

heard about this type of
service in the health sector
in my entire life. This is not
just a free of cost children’s
hospital. This is an ocean
of love and life. What a hu-
mane and humongous ef-
fort this is? Sanjeevani
Hospitals are doing great
work not only serving
India, but also in many
countries, which no one
else can do. Children are
the future of this world
and saving their life and
keeping them in a healthi-
er state is the responsibili-
ty of a nation. Sanjeevani
is solely taking that respon-
sibility in a humane way”
mesmerised Suru Naik ex-
pressed his thoughts.

Sri Sathya Sai Health
and Education Trust
Chairman Dr C. Sreenivas,
Dr. Ragini Pandey, other
Doctors, nurses and staff
members were present
during this legend’s visit.

‘Jewellery World’ exhibition inaugurated
Raipur, Sep 30: India’s
Iconic Exhibitors work on
their mission to bring au-
thentic jewellery easily
accessible to every corner
in India. Bringing to you
their latest offering which
includes top jewellers
from all over India and
the most delightfully ex-
quisite jewellery designs.

The jewellery exhibi-
tion  ‘Jewellery World’ in-
auguration ceremony was

held on September 30, at
Hotel Babylon
International, VIP road,
Raipur. Chief Guests of

the function Mr Kuldeep
Juneja, MLA, Aijaz
Dhebar, Raipur Municipal
Corporation, Mayor and
Madhu Arora, President,
Mahila Chamber. The in-
augural panel members
present on the occasion
included Kajal Sachdev,
Seema Agarwal, Monika
Surana, Monika Jaggi
and Veena Dani. Top jew-
ellers like One Glass Shoe,
Amirah The Heritage

Jewellery, Elmas
Diamonds, Navkar
Jewellers, Shringar
Jewellers, Mahavir Ashok
Jewellers, Karel Jewels,
PR Ratna Jewellers,
Arshia Jewellers, JKJ
Jewellers participated in
the mega event. The exhi-
bition got massive re-
sponse on day one with
large number of visitors
visting the exhibition on
the inuagural day.

Discussion held on increasing danger of air pollution 

Raipur, Sep 30:
Increasing dangers of air
pollution and its adverse
effects on human health
were discussed at a two-
day national workshop, or-
ganized by Health
Department in collabora-
tion with World Health
Organisation (WHO) in
the capital Raipur from 28-
29 September 2022, under
the National Climate
Change and Human
Health Programme in
Chhattisgarh. Information
on measures to prevent air
pollution was also given in

the workshop.
On the first day of the

workshop, on 28
September, community
tour of the participants
was conducted to study
the ill effects of air pollu-
tion on health. To under-
stand the referral system,
AIIMS Raipur and District
Hospital, Raipur were also
visited.

A p p r e c i a t i n g

Chhattisgarh model for
the measures to prevent
air pollution and public
awareness in the state ex-
perts called for similar
steps in other states also.
The workshop was attend-
ed by National Centre for
Decease Control New
Delhi Additional Director
Dr Akash Shrivastav,
Deputy Director Dr
Rameshwar, nodal state

nodal officers, Prof Dr
Ajay Kumar Behra, Head
of Department of
Pulmonary Disease,
AIIMS Raipur, state nodal
officer of National
Programme for Climate
Change and Human
Health Dr Dharmendra
Gahwai, State Advisor and
advisor of National
Human Resource Centre
Raipur.

Rule for regularization of unauthorized
constructions simplified

Raipur, Sep 30: People
are now getting the facili-
ty of regularization of
unauthorizedly con-
structed portions on
houses and plots. With
simplification of rules on
the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, as many as 89
such unauthorized con-
struction works of
Raipur city have been reg-
ularized on Thursday. Out
of 91 cases of unautho-
rized constructions
which were submitted for
regularization in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
area, 89 cases were con-
sidered for regularization
while remaining two
cases were rejected due to
lack of provision of park-
ing, at the first meeting of
the Regularisation
Authority Committee,
chaired by Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure.

The committee ap-
proved regularization of
89 cases after extensive
deliberations. Out of
these 63 cases are of resi-

dential and 26 cases of
non-residential unautho-
rized constructions. SSP
Prashant Agrawal,
Municipal Commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi
along with Zone
Commissioners of all the
zones of Raipur
Municipal Corporation
were present at the meet-
ing which was held at
Collectorate meeting hall.
Zone-wise consideration
was given to regularizing
unauthorized construc-
tion works in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
area. Approval for regu-
larization was given after
considering the cases
under the provisions of
the Chhattisgarh
U n a u t h o r i z e d
Development Regulation
Act.

Approval was given to
regularise unauthorised
constructions in four resi-

dential cases of Raipur
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) Zone-1, 3 cases in

Zone-2, 7 cases in Zone-3,
1 case in Zone-4, 2 cases in
Zone-5, 9 cases in Zone-6, 1
case in Zone-7, 11 cases in
Zone-8, 23 cases in Zone 9
and 2 cases in Zone-10.
Similarly, 03 in zone one,
05 in zone two, 05 in zone
three, 04 in zone five, 04 in
zone seven, 01 in zone
nine and 04 in zone ten in
non-residential cases
were approved for regu-
larization of unautho-
rized construction.

‘Rajbhasha Fortnight’ held at
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin Bank

Raipur, Sep 30: ‘Rajbhasha
Fortnight’ program conclud-
ed  at Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank’s head office-
Raipur held under the chair-
manship of Mr. Vijay
Basant Raikwad, State Bank
of India, State Level
Bankers Committee and
was presided by Chairman
of Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank, Mr. IK Gohil.
On this occasion, Chairman
of Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank, Mr. IK Gohil
said that Hindi is not only
our official language but
also a symbol of our pride.
Hindi is not only a language
connecting India, but it is a
symbol of our self-respect,

tradition, civilization and
culture. He said that Hindi
is not only a language but an
expression of our feelings
and identity. Gohil called
upon the bank staff to pro-
mote the use of Hindi. On
this occasion, the Chief
Guest said that Hindi lan-
guage is the dignity of the
country, so one should ex-
change ideas in Hindi only.
General Manager Mr. Vijay
Agarwal said that the pur-
pose of celebrating
Rajbhasha Fortnight is to
bring awareness about
Hindi. Hindi is the most spo-
ken language in India.
Respect the official language
Hindi, he added. General

Manager AK Nirala said on
this occasion that Hindi is
the language of the heart.
Use Hindi as much as possi-
ble in work. Various compe-
titions related to Hindi were
organised among the staff
commissioners during the
fortnight. The winners of
the competition were
Bindiya Shah, Sudhir Pal,
Abhilash Awasthi, Ratan
Jha, Neelima Pradhan,
Naveen Sharma, Sandeep
Kumar, Apoorva Upadhyay,
Sanjay Goyal, Sonam Sahu
were feliciated by the Chief
Guest and the Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin
Bank. Bank’s General
Manager Arvind Mittal,
Assistant General Manager
GN Murthy and  Satish
Kashyap  also addressed the
program and congratulated
all the winning participants.
The program was conducted
by Rajbhasha Adhikari,
Rakesh Kumar Mishra. The
vote of thanks was proposed
by Prabhu Bedi. A large
number of staff of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin
Bank were present in the
program.

‘Raktdaan Amrit Mahotsav : National 
Mega Blood Donation Drive’

O n the occasion of
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's birthday
September 17 , Union
health ministry has start-
ed  a mega drive for volun-
tary blood donation , and
hopes to match the
tremendous response that
it received  during a day -
long special Covid vacci-
nation drive held on his
birthday last year2021. It
saw nearly 25 million
Covid  vaccine doses ad-
ministered across the
country on a single day -
record that has not been
matched yet . The volun-
tary blood donation drive
will go on till October 1 ,
which is the national vol-
untary blood donation day
. This exercise is named
“Raktdaan Amrit
Mahotsav” in line with the
government's series of ac-
tivities planned under
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
. To facilitate the process ,
the health ministry has
also launched E - Rakt
Kosh portal where people
willing to donate blood can

formally register . The reg-
istration has begun from
September 17 onwards .
Another option for donors
to register is using the
Arogya Setu App as the
government has made
changes to the app to in-
clude an option for donor
registration . Also , people
will get the option to know
which is the nearest place
they can go to , either to
donate blood or to get
blood .

This initiative is  to mo-

tivate donors and create a
database so that they can
do repeat donations  and
the need for replacement
donors at the time of issu-
ing blood units is done
away with. Presently  sev-
eral blood banks expect a
replacement donor
against issuing blood or
blood components . The
purpose behind the cam-
paign launch is to increase
awareness about the need
for regular non remuner-
ated voluntary blood dona-
tion and to create opportu-
nities for social mobiliza-
tion and social cohesive-
ness for the the cause of
blood donation . This is to
ensure that blood / compo-
nents ( whole blood /
packed red Cells // plasma
/ platelets ) are available ,
accessible , affordable and
safe .

Blood is the most pre-
cious gift that anyone can
give to another person - the
gift of life . A decision to

donate your blood can save
the life of one or even sev-
eral people . There is a con-
stant need for a regular
supply of blood because
blood can be stored only for
a limited period of time be-
fore use. Regular blood do-
nation by a sufficient num-
ber of healthy people is
needed to ensure that blood
will always be available
whenever and wherever it
is needed . Any healthy in-
dividual between the ages
of 18 to 65 can donate blood
every three months , It
dose not harm to donor in
any way . Even if there are
health reasons why you
cannot actually give blood ,
you can still help to give
the gift of life by encourag-
ing your family and friends
to become blood donors . If
you are a blood donor , you
are a hero to someone ,
somewhere , who received
your gracious gift of life .
Every second , someone in
the world needs blood .

Many patients die every
day because they do not
have access to safe blood
when they need it . The
blood shortage has a par-
ticular impact on children
with severe life - threaten-
ing anaemia caused by
malaria and malnutrition ,
trauma victims and
women with complications
of pregnancy . A signifi-
cant number of deaths
could be avoided if every
hospital had consistent ac-
cess to a safe supply of this
lifesaving resource . This
can only be achieved
through a significant in-
crease in the number of
people who choose to do-
nate blood regularly and on
a voluntary basis so that
blood is always available
for patients whose treat-
ment depends on transfu-
sion.

Blood is meant to 
circulate,

Donate yours to save
life.

(Author himself has
donated blood 118 times
till date )  
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17th  September to 1st October 2022 

Dr. ARVIND NERAL
Professor & HOD,

Pathology, Medical 
College Raipur

Raipur, Sep 30: TVS
Motor Company unveiled
the new TVS iQube Electric
scooter series that come
loaded with best-in-class on-
road range, in Raipur today
after receiving an over-
whelming response in the
city. The scooters offer a
host of intelligent connect-
ed features such as 7” TFT
touch screen and clean UI,
infinity theme personalisa-
tion, voice assist and TVS
iQube Alexa skillset, intu-
itive music player control,
OTA updates, charging
with a plug-and-play carry
along charger, vehicle
health and safety notifica-
tions, multiple Bluetooth
and Cloud Connectivity op-

tions, 32 litre storage space,
and much more.

Backed by the steadfast
and trusted TVS Motor’s
engineering capabilities,
TVS iQube results from ro-
bust testing, ably comple-
mented by well-established
network support, a relation-
ship manager, and a holistic
digital ecosystem. Mr.
Manu Saxena, Senior Vice
President - Future Mobility,
TVS Motor Company, said,
“The exciting all new TVS
iQube series provides more
choice to a large group of
customers. The new TVS
iQube series packs higher
range plus multiple charg-
ing options and comes with
class-leading display and UI

options. Additionally, it is
loaded with the new age
connected features, applica-
tions and connected on-de-
vice experience. We have
developed the new TVS
iQube through our exten-
sive R&D and validation
process, to further strength-
en TVS Motor’s quality
promise. We also firmly be-
lieve that with our far-
reaching network and
ecosystem we will deliver
superior customer satisfac-
tion and assurance.” TVS
iQube series offers a choice
of 3 variants, in 11 colours
and 3 charging options.
TVS iQube base version
comes with TVS Motor de-
signed battery specification
of 3.4 kWh and delivers a
practical 100 km on-road
range per charge, 5” TFT
with turn-by-turn naviga-
tion assist. TVS iQube and
TVS iQube S bookings are
open on our website.
Delivery of these models is
ongoing. TVS iQube and
TVS iQube S, will be avail-
able at attractive price
points of Rs. 1,16,535 and
Rs. 1,23,665 respectively (on-
road Chhattisgarh includ-
ing FAME II and state sub-
sidy).

89 unauthorized
constructions regu-
larized in Raipur
under new rule

Raipur: Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure has
appealed to the residents
of all the urban areas of
the district to regularize
unauthorized construc-
tion in their homes or
shops. He has said that
the administration sim-
plified rules. Now people
can easily get their unau-
thorized construction
regularized by paying the
prescribed fee after apply-
ing for the same.
Applications are being
taken only under the new
rules now. For this, an ap-
plication can be submit-

ted in the office of the
concerned Municipal
Corporation or
Municipal Council.
Applications will be sub-
mitted to the Municipal
Corporation Town
Planning Office to regu-
larize the unauthorized
construction. The collec-
tor also told that the appli-
cant will also have to at-
tach the house papers,
photographs of the house,
the house plan made by
the architect and the re-
ceipt of property tax or
electricity bill along with
the application.

Collector asks people to get their unauthorized

constructions regularised

And its ill effects on
human health

Two-day National
Workshop on
Climate Change
and Human Health

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  3300:: CAIT  National
Senior Vice President Amar
Parwani, chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani, State
President Jitendra Doshi,  States
Working President Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State Working
General secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay Agrawal and
state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed that on the
issue of decriminalization of vari-
ous sections of the Legal
Metrology Act, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs convened a
meeting yesterday in New Delhi to
thrash out the provisions of the
Legal Metrology Act which
requires amendments.
Confederation of All India Traders
(CAIT) in the meeting stressed
that many sections of the law and
the rules needs decriminalization
to the extent that even minor mis-
takes or unintentional mistakes
are subject to criminal prosecution
which is against the canon of prin-
ciple of natural justice. CAIT said
that the officers of the Legal
Metrology should be given elec-
tronic gadgets for the purpose of
making challan as it is being used
by traffic police. CAIT welcomed
the decision of Union Minister Mr.
Piyush Goyal to decriminalize the
Legal Metrology Act which will
benefit the trading community

across the Country.
CAIT Senior National Vice

President Mr. Amar Parwani and
State President  Mr.  Jitendra said
that Mr.  Rohit  Kumar Singh,
Secretary, Ministry of Consumer
Affairs said that under the ease of
doing business vision of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi, the
Ministry is actively considering to
decriminalize several provisions of
the Act & Rules based on the con-
sultation held with the stakehold-
ers. He said that Union Consumer
Affairs Minister Mr. Piyush Goyal
has instructed the officers to take
immediate action in this direction
and few provisions have been
identified and the Ministry is
actively working on them.

Mr. Parwani and Mr. Doshi told
that CAIT  while raising the issue
said that section 25, 28, to 37, 39
and 41 to 47 provide for imprison-
ment up to one year for a subse-
quent and second offence. An
essential ingredient of criminal
offence is intention to commit
crime or mensrea . A contraven-
tion of this act can also happen
through some inadvertent human
error as well and for the same a
criminal intent cannot always be
seen.  Section 49  of the Act which
puts the top management at risk
of imprisonment for any contra-
vention of the Act which happens
in day-to-day functioning of the
company or factory. 

Few sections of Legal Metrology
will be decriminalised

TVS Motor Company unveils the new
TVS iQube Electric Scooters in Raipur

Mr. Nikhil Tanjeja, Sales Head - Electric Two-wheelers, TVS

Motor Company at the launch of TVS iQube in Raipur.



Arms supply going
rampant in the city

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Sep 30:
There have been many
revelations in the prelimi-
nary investigation of the
police regarding the sup-
ply of arms in the city and
as per information, it is
said that the weapons sup-
plied has many influential
names attached. After in-
cidences of frequent
crimes, the Police
Department is set to tight-
en the noose around the
suppliers.

It is to be known that in
the last few years' big inci-
dents like murder and
gangwar have started tak-
ing place in the city and
within a month, two major
incidents of double mur-
der took place. During
Ganesh festival, two
youths were killed due to
gang war in Nandai.

Not even a month
passed after this incident
that on the night of 23-24
September, two major
murders happened again
in the residential areas of
the city. However, there
was no link between the
two incidents. The similar-

ity in these incidents of
both the murders was that
the murder was done
somewhere else, the body
was shifted somewhere
else and disposed off.

The youth named
Govinda, who was mur-
dered in Tulsipur, was
shot dead and the Police
have recovered pistol
from the accused. After
this incident of shooting,
when the police interro-
gated the accused about
the supply of arms, many
big revelations have been
made. A month ago,
Basantpur police caught a
young man waving a pis-
tol in Gauravpath Road
and concerns have also in-
creased for the police due
to the availability of pis-
tols with the criminals.

It is said that this illegal
extortion game has en-
couraged the supply of
arms. Superintendent of
Police Praful Thakur said
that the names of many
white-collars have come
to the fore in the supply of
weapons. The police have
taken them on the radar
and investigation is 
going on.

Residents struggling
to get basic facilities 

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Sep 30: The
condition of Ward No. 2
Danteshwari Para, located
in the central part of the
city, has remained pathetic
for a long time. Due to the
neglect of the municipality,
the situation in the ward
has become such that due
to the absence of a drain in
the ward, the contaminated
water coming out of the
houses goes into the streets
and the dilapidated roads of
the ward remains filled
with potholes.

The ward councilor has
accused the ruling party
president of discrimina-
tion in accepting the
amount and said that the
amount should be approved
in view of the necessary
work in the ward.
According to the Congress
BJP, the acceptance of con-
struction work has dis-
turbed the residents of the

ward for basic facilities.
Councilor Rajesh Gajbhiye
said that not a single road
in the ward is usable, large
potholes as well as water
logging can be seen in each
of the routes.

Due to lack of develop-
ment work in the ward, the
residents of the ward said
that the councilors of the
ward are from the BJP and
due to the occupation of
the Congress in the munici-
pality of Dongargarh, the
development of the ward
has been hindered due to
discrimination in the mu-
nicipality.

Ward councilor Rajesh
Gajbhiye has told many
times to inform the munici-
pality about various con-
struction works in the
ward through letters for the
development of the ward,
but till now no solution has
been found regarding the
approval of necessary con-
struction work.

‘Navratri’ bring 
religious atmosphere

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Sep 30: There is
religious atmosphere and
enthusiasm all over the
city on occasion of
'Sharadiya Navratri' and
market too are abuzz with
activities and the traders
and businessmen have top-
up their stock-limits and
decorated their shops to at-
tract customers.

It is notable here that in
the fortnight-long
'Pitrapaksha', entire mar-
ket wore deserted looks,
but with arrival of
'Navratri' it has once again
brought back the enthusi-
asm and happier moments
for all.

With this the prepara-
tions for Diwali are in full
swing and they have start-
ed carrying out cleaning
and white-washing. At the
same time the 'bhajan

mandlis' too  have started
singing 'Jas-geet' in the
Durga Pandals and there
is full-religious atmos-
phere all over the place.

The people of city too
have started Diwali prepa-
rations and started deco-
rating houses and clean-
ing nearby areas and deco-
rating using colourful

'Rangolis'. In the idols of
Goddess Durga at city's
Sahu Gudi Chowk,
Thanapara, Fanspara, the
girls have made colourful
rangolis and at 'Fanspara'
there is a 'Rangoli' compe-
tition also and at Rani
Dharamshala there is
three-day Dandia competi-
tion in the offing.

Kawasi reaches naxal-affected
area Chintalnar by road

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Sep 30: This is the
first time that a minister
has come to our village by
road to listen to our prob-
lems and to solve them.
This is to say that the resi-
dents of village
Chintalnar settled within
44 km from Dornapal
Nagar Panchayat head-
quarter under Konta
block. Today, the convoy of
State Industries and
Excise Minister Kawasi
Lakhma reached
Chintalnar via road be-
tween them.

Where he met the people
and became aware of the
local problems. During
this, District Panchayat
Vice President Bodu Raja,
District Panchayat mem-
bers Mrs Adamma
Markam, Kartam Muya

and other public represen-
tatives, officers of admin-
istrative and police depart-
ments were present.

During the meeting, he
told about the develop-
ment works in Sukma dis-
trict and said that the top
priority of the govern-
ment is tribal develop-
ment. New welfare poli-
cies are being formulated

for their upliftment. Along
with this, work is being
done fulfilling the objec-
tive of development, trust
and security in the region.

Along with the pace of
development, the con-
struction of roads in the
interior area has also
given impetus to the busi-
ness. The villages where
electricity was not

reached, today electricity
has reached there.

He said that soon efforts
would be made to start bus
transport service between

Sukma to Bijapur and
Dantewada. He also met
innocent tribals released
from jail during the meet-
ing at Burkapal.
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Gift given in Chintalnar
Minister Lakhma announced an amount of 20 lakhs

for community building at Chintalnar on the demand
of the villagers. Along with this, he also announced to
give 6 lakh from MLA fund to Chintalnar Durga
Samiti for construction of the building. He said that
the ashram operated by the government administra-
tion on the main road is being operated again in the
original village. In the same sequence, saying that the
Kanya Ashram currently operating in Dornapal,
Chintalnar should be re-opened in Chintalnar, he an-
nounced Rs 2 crore for the construction of Kanya
Ashram. He also talked about providing 108 ambu-
lances to Chintalnar Jagargunda with a view to ex-
pand health facilities. He has said that at present,
where sub-tehsil is being operated in Jagargunda, in
future efforts will be made to open SDM office for the
convenience of the residents. He also talked about set-
ting up a mobile tower in Jagargunda soon.
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Mangalore varsity to lose 24 
colleges to Kodagu University

Mangaluru, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The Mangalore
University is likely to lose
24 undergraduate colleges
with the setting up of a
new university in Kodagu.

Decks have been cleared
for the Kodagu University
with the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly pass-
ing a Bill last week,
amending the Karnataka
State Universities Act,
2000 to pave way for the
constitution of eight new
universities, including
Kodagu University, which
would be bifurcated from
the jurisdiction of
Mangalore University.

Kodagu is situated
around 150 km from
Mangaluru and is geo-
graphically and culturally
a different territory. The
Mangalore University has
colleges in Dakshina

Kannada, Kodagu and
Udupi under its purview.

The new Kodagu
University would also
have about 10 colleges that
presently come under the
University of Mysore. The
largest and oldest college
in Kodagu district is the
Field Marshal K M
Cariappa College at
Madikeri.

The Mangalore
University postgraduate
college and research cen-
tre on the Jnana Kaveri
campus in Chikka
Aluvara is proposed to be
the headquarters of the
Kodagu university.

K S
Chandrasekharaiah, di-
rector of the centre, con-
firmed that Kodagu
University administrative
office is likely to be on the
Chikka Aluvara campus.

He said students in

Kodagu now have to move
to Mysuru or Mangaluru
for post-graduate studies,
which can be avoided if
more job-oriented courses
are provided on the Jnana
Kaveri campus.

Madikeri MLA M P
Appachu Ranjan has re-
quested the government to
provide 200 more acres of
land to the Chikka
Aluvara campus, which
presently has 70 acres.

The other universities
proposed by the govern-
ment in the Bill are to be
set up at Koppal, Mandya,
B a g a l k o t ,
Chamarajanagar, Bidar,
Haveri and Hassan.

Mangalore University
Vice-Chancellor prof P S
Yadapadithaya said no of-
ficial communication has
been received so far on the
formation of the Kodagu
University.

DEMOLITION DRIVE

Residents protest during a demolition drive of encroachments in Grand Omaxe, Noida, Friday.

FESTIVE MOOD

Women pose for photographs in the backdrop of the Taj Mahal during Navaratri festivities, in Agra, Friday. 

BRIEF

RI
 Bhopal: A special

Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
court in Bhopal in
Madhya Pradesh has
sentenced five persons
to seven years rigor-
ous imprisonment in
connection with the
Vyapam scam. Special
court judge Nitiraj
Singh Sisodia on
Thursday convicted
Kamal Kishore, Amar
Singh, Nagendra
Singh and Suresh
Singh and Ravi
Kumar Rajput for
their involvement in
rigging a 2013 police
recruitment test con-
ducted by the Madhya
Pradesh Vyavsayik
Pareeksha Mandal,
known popularly by
its acronym ‘Vyapam’.

Dismiss
 Prayagraj: The

Allahabad High
Court on Friday dis-
missed a plea seek-
ing registration of a
complaint against
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath for his
“objectionable”
speech while cam-
paigning in Alwar
during the 2018
Rajasthan Assembly
elections. Justice
Samit Gopal said this
court has no jurisdic-
tion to hear the mat-
ter and imposed a
cost of Rs 5,000 on
the petitioner Naval
Kishor Sharma of
Mau district while
dismissing his peti-
tion.

Bomb hoax 
 New Delhi: A

Malaysia-bound flight
on Friday was delayed
over a false bomb
alarm after a fight be-
tween two passengers
on board the plane at
the Indira Gandhi
International Airport
here, officials said.
Seucrity agencies were
alerted about the bomb
call from the Malaysia
Airlines’s MH173
around 1 pm after
which they thoroughly
checked the flight, the
officials said.

New LoP 
 Panaji: Yuri Alemao

became the new leader
of opposition in the
Goa Assembly on
Friday after Congress
MLAs elected him as
head of the legislative
party and Speaker
Ramesh Tawadkar
recognised the move.
Michael Lobo, who was
the previous LoP, had
switched over along
with seven other
Congress MLAs to the
ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party recently.

Policy
 Chennai: Tamil

Nadu would soon
come out with a new
electronic hardware
policy aimed at
boosting domestic
hardware production
and exports, Chief
Minister M K Stalin
said on Friday.

Society for the
Promotion of Indian
Classical Music And
Culture Amongst Youth
(SPIC MACAY) Founder
Kiran Seth during his bi-
cycle expedition from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari,
in Meerut, Friday.

Jamshedpur, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The dying tribal sport
‘Kati’ is slowly making a
come back in the ethnic
pockets of Jharkhand and
Odisha thanks to efforts by
the industry and a tourna-
ment is likely to be hosted

here early next year.
‘Kati’ was earlier popular

among tribals, particularly
Santhal and Bhumij com-
munities of Jharkhand and
Orissa, who used to play the
game after the harvest sea-
son or during the summer
when the menfolk were rel-
atively free. The game is
played with pieces of dry
wood, preferably of a

tamarind tree, shaped like
a half moon known as
‘Kati’ in tribal language
and a piece of bamboo. It
requires physical prowess
and concentration. So pop-
ular was it that in earlier
times a ‘Kati’ match would
continue for weeks as all
male members of rival vil-
lages playing it would par-
ticipate. Bhushan Sardar,
a ‘Kati’ expert from Potka
block in East Singhbhum
district who actively
played the sport for many
years and has now transi-
tioned to a coaching role,
said that children must be
taught the game so that it
continues to exist. “I
played Kati all through
my childhood. However,
for about the last 30 years
children in our tribal com-
munities had stopped
playing it.

Dying tribal sport making
slow come back 

Ahmedabad, Sep 30 (PTI) 

He may have invited
Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal to his house in
Ahmedabad for a much-
publicised dinner two
weeks ago, but autorick-
shaw driver Vikram
Dantani says he is a big
fan of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and a
staunch supporter of
his party BJP.

On Friday, Dantani
was spotted at a public
rally of Modi, who is on
a two-day Gujarat visit,
in the Thaltej area of
the city, donning saffron
scarf and cap, the
Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) trademark
attire.

When confronted by

media, Dantani said he
had invited Kejriwal to
his home during the
Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) town hall meet-
ing in Ahmedabad on
September 13 because
he was asked to do so by
leaders of an autorick-
shaw union.

Dantani hogged lime-
light when Kejriwal, the
AAP convener, travelled
to his home in his au-
torickshaw after accept-
ing the dinner invite at
the meeting.

“I invited Kejriwal for
dinner because I was
asked to do so by our
union leaders. As soon
as I offered to host him
for a meal at my home,
Kejriwal accepted it. I
did not know it would

become such a big issue.
Otherwise, I am not at
all associated with the
party (AAP). I am not in
touch with any AAP
leader after that
episode,” he told re-
porters.

The autorickshaw
driver then went on to
add that he was a big ad-
mirer of the prime min-
ister and that he had al-
ways voted for the BJP.

“I came here (for the
rally) because I am a
huge fan of Modiji. I
have been with the BJP
since the beginning and
always gave my vote to
the BJP in the past. I am
not saying this under
any pressure,” said
Dantani.

As part of the AAP’s

campaign in Gujarat
ahead of the year-end
Assembly elections,
Kejriwal held a town
hall meeting with au-
torickshaw drivers here
on September 13.

During interaction,
Dantani urged Kejriwal
to have dinner at his
house, a proposal swift-
ly accepted by the Delhi
CM.That night, the AAP
convener, who was stay-
ing in a five-star hotel,
travelled in Dantani’s
three-wheeler along
with some local party
leaders and reached his
modest home in the
Ghatlodia area, where
they had dinner.

The BJP and the AAP
are bitter political ri-
vals.

Auto driver who hosted Kejriwal 
for dinner is Modi fan

Patna, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The Bihar govern-
ment on Friday issued a
statement condemning
the indiscretion of sen-
ior IAS officer Harjot
Kaur Bamhrah during
an interaction with girl
students here earlier
this week which has led
to an outcry.

The Information and
Public Relations
Department said in the
statement that “cog-
nizance has been taken
and high-level review
done” of the utterances
of Bamhrah who has
also been slapped with a
notice by the National
Commission for Women.

The statement assert-

ed that the conduct of
Bamhrah, who heads
the state’s Women and
Child Development
Corporation, was “not
appropriate in the view
of the state govern-
ment”.

At a workshop held
jointly with UNICEF,
Bamhrah, an officer of
Additional Chief
Secretary rank, had
taunted a participant for
suggesting that the gov-
ernment consider pro-
viding free sanitary
pads to girl students.

The officer has, mean-
while, issued a signed
statement expressing re-
gret over the controver-
sy that arose after a pur-
ported video footage of

the September 27 func-
tion went viral on social
media.

PTI has not independ-
ently verified the au-
thenticity of the video.

Meanwhile, the partic-
ipant Riya Kumari who
resides in Kamla Nehru
Nagar slum area here,
has caught the attention
of a leading manufac-
turer of women’s hy-
giene products.

Feminine hygiene
brand Everteen said in a
statement it will provide
Riya Kumari, who is
aged 20 years and a stu-
dent of BA Part I, with
“a year-long supply of
sanitary pads” as a
“token of appreciation
for her courage”.

Bihar govt condemns IAS
officer’s behaviour

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The first semester of
undergraduate students
of Jawaharlal Nehru
University will begin on
November 7, a varsity of-
ficial said on Friday.

The varsity began the
registration process on
Wednedsay for admis-
sion to its undergraduate
programmes through the
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET).

“The registration
process that started on
September 27 will con-
clude on October 12,” the
official said.

This year the universi-
ty has opted for CUET for
admission to undergrad-
uate programmes. The
university offers around
10 UG courses mostly BA

(Honours) in Foreign
Languages and a total of
342 seats in various
schools and disciplines.

“The university will
begin the first semester
for newly admitted un-
dergraduate students on
November 7,” said the of-
ficial.

The first merit list for
the admission will be
published on October 17,
he said.

“First merit list will be
announced on October 17
and students will get
three-day window to
block their seats. The sec-
ond list will be issued on
22 October and candi-
dates can block their
seats from October 22 to
24. Meanwhile, the third
and supernumerary list
will be on October 27,”

the official said.
In the first week of

November, the students
who have blocked their
seats will come to the
university for physical
verification of admis-
sion.

JNU is among the last
central universities in
the city that have opened
its registration process
for admission to under-
graduate programs.
While Jamia Millia
Islamia started the regis-
tration process last
month, Delhi University
launched its admission
portal on September 12.

The result of the debut
edition of the CUET for
undergraduate admis-
sions was declared by the
National Testing Agency
earlier this month.

JNU’s 1st semester for 
undergraduate students on Nov 7

Nagpur, Sep 30 (PTI): 

A suspected woman
Naxalite was killed in an
encounter with police in
eastern Maharashtra’s
Gadchiroli district, a sen-
ior official said on Friday.

The encounter took
place in Kapewancha for-
est late Wednesday
evening, said district
Superintendent of Police
Ankit Goyal in a release
here.

The slain woman was
yet to be identified.

Police had received in-
telligence that 30 to 40
Naxalites belonging to
Aheri and Permili
Dalams (squads) had
gathered in Kapewancha
forest to carry out attacks
against the security
forces, he said.

As the commandos of
the Special Operation
Squad (C-60) of

Gadchiroli Police started
a search operation
around 6 pm on
Wednesday, around 40
Naxalites opened indis-
criminate fire on them,
he said.

The commandos ap-
pealed to them to stop fir-
ing and surrender, but as
the firing intensified, the
commandos opened re-
taliatory fire, the SP said.

The Naxalites soon fled
from the spot taking ad-
vantage of the forest
cover. The commandos
later found the body of a
woman Naxalite in dark
green uniform besides an
8 MM rifle and ammuni-
tion from the spot, he
said.

The woman’s identity
was being ascertained,
he said.

Further combing oper-
ation is underway in the
area, the official added.

Woman Naxalite
killed in encounter 

Kochi, Sep 30 (PTI) 

The Kerala High Court
on Friday extended its stay
on a recent controversial
appointment of a
Malayalam associate pro-
fessor in Kannur
University.

Justice Devan
Ramachandran extended
the stay on the appointment
of Priya Varghese, the wife
of K K Ragesh who is the
Chief Minister’s secretary,
in the Malayalam depart-
ment of the varsity till
October 20.

Meanwhile, the
University Grants
Commission (UGC), which
was earlier impleaded in
the case, on Friday told the
High Court that Varghese
does not have the requisite
teaching experience for the
post. In the affidavit, UGC

said her research duration
cannot be considered as
teaching period.

The stay was on a plea
filed by one Joseph Skaria
who came second to
Varghese in the university
mark list. Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan, in his
capacity as Chancellor of
universities in the state,
had earlier stayed her ap-
pointment and alleged that
Kannur University’s move
to appoint her was “politi-
cal”. In the plea, Skaria had
alleged that the appoint-
ment was not done follow-
ing due procedure.

Varghese had been pro-
posed to be appointed as an
associate professor in the
Malayalam Department by
the varsity, which triggered
a huge political row as she
had the lowest research
score but the highest in the
interview round and was
declared first in the selec-
tion process.

Kerala HC extends stay on
appointment of Priya Varghese

 In Jharkhand, Odisha

 In Kannur University



Seoul, Sep 30 (AP):

South Korea, US and
Japanese warships
launched their first anti-
submarine drills in five
years on Friday, after
North renewed ballistic
missile tests this week in
an apparent response to
bilateral training by
South Korean and US
forces.

The North's recent five
missiles launches, the
first such tests in a
month, also came before

and after US Vice President
Kamala Harris visited
South Korea on Thursday
and reaffirmed the "iron-
clad" US commitment to
the security of its Asian al-
lies. The one-day trilateral
training off the Korean
Peninsula's east coast is
meant to cope with a North
Korean push to advance its
ability to fire missile from
submarines, according to a
South Korean navy state-
ment. North Korea has
been building bigger sub-
marines including a nu-
clear-powered one and test-
ing sophisticated missiles
that can be fired from them
in recent years.
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Washington, Sep 30 (PTI):

The US is committed to
ensuring a free, open, sta-
ble and secure Indo-
Pacific, President Joe
Biden has said, asserting
that a great deal of the
world's history will be
written in the strategically
vital region over the com-
ing years.

The president addressed
the visiting leaders from a
dozen Pacific Island coun-
tries in Washington on
Thursday in the first-ever
summit held to make the
Indo-Pacific region safe
and keep these island na-
tions away from the in-
creasing influence of
China, which in the past
few years has made ex-
traordinary outreach ef-

forts in the region. "Today,
security in the Pacific and
for the Pacific Islanders re-
mains as critical as ever to
us and I hope to you as
well. The security of
America, quite frankly,
and the world depends on
your security and the se-
curity of the Pacific
Islands. And I really mean
that," Biden said.

He said the purpose be-
hind the summit was also

about deepening enduring
commitment to each other
and a shared future and
commitment to tackling
the climate crisis, which
threatens all.

The summit was attend-
ed by heads of state from
Fiji, Solomon Island,
Micronesia, Papua New
Guinea, Tuvalu, Marshall
Island, Palau, Samoa,
Tonga, Polynesia, New
Caledonia and Cook
Islands.

"We're seeing the conse-
quences of climate change
around the world very
vividly, including in the
United States right now.
And I know your nations
feel it acutely. For you all,
it's an existential threat.
It's an existential threat,"
Biden said.

A great deal of world’s history
will be written in Indo-Pacific in
coming years: President Biden

South Korea, US and
Japan hold anti-North

Korean submarine drills

India, Pakistan should work together on 
climate change: Pak FM Bilawal

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  SSeepp  3300  ((PPTTII)):: It is time for India and Pakistan to work together on climate change, Pakistan's
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has said, as he highlighted the impact of global warming that has
caused unprecedented floods in his country. Bilawal, who is in Washington DC for a series of bilateral meet-
ings, told a group of Pakistani media on Friday that given the situation his country is in due to the devas-
tating floods, "it's time that both India and Pakistan work together on the issue of climate change".

Japan to pay up
to $320M for US
company's chip

production
Tokyo, Sep 30 (AP):

Japan is providing a
major US chipmaker a
subsidy of up to 46.6 bil-
lion yen (322 million) to
support its plan to pro-
duce advanced memory
chips at a Hiroshima fac-
tory, the Japanese trade
minister said Friday.

The announcement to
subsidise Micron
Technology comes on the
heels of US Vice
President Kamala
Harris' visit in Japan as
the two countries step up
cooperation on expand-
ing manufacturing and
supply chains for critical
materials. "I hope the
deal will contribute to
further expansion of co-
operation between Japan
and the United States in
the area of semiconduc-
tors," Japan's Economy
and Trade Minister
Yasutoshi Nishimura
said.

He said the govern-
ment approved the deal
Friday under a law relat-
ed to economic security.

Er.Rajesh Pathak

O nce Gandhiji  was travelling in the Mumbai mail in general com-
partment as his attention  was caught by another  traveller

coughing time and again and, not only that, spitting inside the compart-
ment itself. At this Gandhi, sitting silently, said nothing when he did so
twice. But as he was about spit for the third time Gandhi extended  his
hand below his mouth, and held the cough  in his both the palms. Gandhi
soon went near the window, threw it out, washed the hands and  came
back to his place, saying nothing to him. Seeing this traveller grew ex-
tremely shameful and apologized Gandhi. At this Gandhi told him in-
structively, “See, brother! This train is ours. If this is misused it would
only be our loss. Secondly, spitting inside the train will spread disease
either. That's why I didn’t let cough fall here inside the compartment".
Along with ahimsa and secularism there are many more things in the life
of Gandhi that could be emulated, like the urge he had  for the  cleanli-
ness. But unfortunately the tendency of considering the great personali-
ties on the basis of only one that is so-called secularism the nation is
kept deprived of knowing so many inspiring works their lives consist of.
Instances are though many but here giving the account of life of Veer
Savarkar alone would alone be enough . Like Gandhi he put forth such
ideals of social harmony that got to be precedent in social field. Building
of Patitpavan mandir; agitation for the entry of so-called low castes in
Vittahal mandir of Ratnagiri; starting of Hindu coffee house and handing
over its functioning to a dalit youth,  organizing caste-free public feast
and by such other programmes he inspired  the distinction-prone com-
munity  of that time to think in the direction of harmony. Likewise,
Gandhi had been a great votary of secularism, but he was not unaware of
danger of religious conversion done forcefully and through deception by
missionaries inside the country, and world over. And he always make
people alarmed of it-  "In India and elsewhere the way Christian mission-
aries are carrying out conversion it is impossible for me to hold it justified
in any condition. It is such a blunder which is indeed a greatest impedi-
ment in the path of peace world is supposed to move."(Gandhiji  aur
isaiyat, page-109, Rameshwar Mishra, Kusumlata kaidia) So much per-
suasive, as also, Gandhi had been upon cleanliness that for the cleanli-
ness of Sabarmati ashram it was upon the volunteers themselves  to take
care of that. He used to say- “Everyone must  be his  own scavenger ".
'Swachh Bharat ' mission being carried out on the initiative of Narendra
Modi is needed to be viewed taking into account this outlook of Gandhi.
True that whom the necessity of thinking beyond privileges and rights
never occurred, to them this will indeed be appeared to be  something
weird. Benjamin Franklyn, ‘the wisest American’ as  sometimes called, in
his autobiography says-‘Those who govern, having much business on
their hands, do not generally like to take the trouble of considering and
carrying into execution new projects. The best public measures are
therefore seldom adopted from previous wisdom, but forced by the occa-
sion.’ Of course contrary to general notion as depicted above by Franklin,
Modi went with shear will-power  to execute what was once never
thought of. Sadguru Jaggi Vasudev of Isa Yog(Coimbatore) rightly said- "
Swachh Bharat  and YogDay, these are not separate things . I am really
glad that our national leader is thinking about these things and wants
this to happen because in the last few centuries we have not seen any
leader talking about how you should be within yourself."
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Cattle farmers 
stay alert

An alarming situation ex-
ists in India as the lumpy
skin disease (LSD) epidem-
ic spreads rapidly across
the states. Over 97,000 cattle
died as a result of a lumpy
skin disease in India in a
span of three months. SD is
a contagious viral disease
that affects cattle and caus-
es fever, nodules on the skin
and can also lead to death.
According to experts, it is
more likely to infect cows
than buffalos. LSD is caused
by lumpy skin disease virus
(LSDV), a virus from the
family Poxviridae, is an
emerging threat to livestock
worldwide. It is transmitted
by blood-feeding insects like
mosquitoes, flies, lice and
wasps by direct contact and
also through contaminated
food and water. There is no
need to be concerned be-
cause public announce-
ments and explanations
have been made concerning
the disease's non-harmful
effects on milk and meat.
Lumpy skin disease (LSD)
is a non-Zoonotic disease,
which means it cannot be
transmitted from animals
to humans, according to the
FAO. The virus has serious
economic consequences be-
cause infected animals' skin
suffers lifelong damage,
lowering the market value
of their hide. In addition,
the illness frequently re-
sults in chronic debility, de-
creased milk production,
poor growth, infertility, mis-
carriage, and, in rare cir-
cumstances, death. The de-
mand for the vaccine is in-
creasing as the disease
spreads from one state to
another. Recently Indian
scientists have developed an
indigenous vaccine 'Lumpi-
ProVacInd' against LSD. Its
commercial launch is ex-
pected in next three-four
months. LSD eradication is
difficult, and early detec-
tion is crucial for successful
management and eradica-
tion, particularly when vec-
tors are involved.

Dr. Krishna  Kumar
Vepakomma

Direct threat
Terrorism is a direct

threat to the safety and se-
curity of citizens. To count-
er this serious challenge,
the government must
strengthen its policy of zero
tolerance on terror by mak-
ing surveillance and intelli-
gence mechanisms more ef-
fective. Available force mul-
tipliers and technological
advances may be utilised to
the maximum to achieve
positive results. Those who
divide communities and
fund terror activities
should be sternly dealt
with. Prominent personali-
ties and leaders should
make efforts to enhance
mutual respect among mul-
ticultural societies. Peace
and harmony must prevail
for the stability and pros-
perity of India.

Subhash Vaid, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Former track & field athlete Anju Bobby George with badminton players Trupti Murgunde and P.V. Sindhu during the 'Navratri'
festival celebrations in Ahmedabad. 

NAVRATRI FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS

I n a major boost to 'Make in India' in defence, The Indian Air Force is
set to induct the 'Made-in-India' Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) at

the Jodhpur Air Force Station on October 3, 2022; making it the most light-
weight helicopter to become part of the Indian defence forces giving im-
petus to high-altitude counter-insurgency operations. This cardinal move
comes amidst a paradigm shift in the Indian Aerospace and Defence
walks. Designed, developed and manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), the IAF will get 10 helicopters and the Indian Army will get
five. On board, the indigenous content is about 45 per cent by value and
this is expected to go up to 55 per cent for Series Production Version. In
June this year, the Indian Army has already raised its first LCH squadron in
Bengaluru and the unit is expected to move to Eastern Command along
the Line of Actual Control on the completion of the raising in 2023. The
army's requirement is 95 machines in seven units. Typically each unit has
10 helicopters, and these are expected to be deployed in combat roles in
mountainous terrain. For the Indian Army, the LCH is the first dedicated
attack helicopter in its fleet. It operates 75 Rudra helicopters, the
weaponized variant of the indigenous Advanced Light Helicopter. In 2024,
the Army is expected to start receiving Apache attack helicopters from
the US through the Foreign Military Sales route. It has contracted for six
under an approximate $800-million deal from the US in 2020 and is also in
talks with the US Boeing Company for the procurement of 11 additional
Apache helicopters. The LCH can prove to be a game changer in the array
of operating options offered by it. Except for the Soviet-era Mi-35s, India
has always lacked a dedicated attack helicopter in its fleet. The genesis of
the LCH lies in the Kargil conflict of 1999 when the absence of an attack
helicopter which could operate in ultra-high altitude areas was felt acute-
ly by the Indian Army and the Indian Air Force (IAF). The intruding
Pakistan Army troops had occupied various heights on the Indian side of
the Line of Control but the existing Russian-made attack helicopters in the
inventory of the Indian military did not have the operational ceiling which
permitted their deployment at those heights. The IAF was forced to use
the MI-17 helicopters in a modified role against those heights and suf-
fered the loss of a helicopter when it was fired upon by the enemy. 1999
revealed that the Indian armed forces lacked a suitably armed rotorcraft
capable of operating and specifically carrying out combat operations un-
restricted in the high-altitude theatre. It was in 2006 that Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) announced its intention to develop an LCH
which could operate in the harsh desert conditions as well as the high-alti-
tude areas of Ladakh including the Siachen Glacier. The first ground run of
the prototype of the LCH took place in February 2010 and a month later
the first flight test of the helicopter also took place. Traditionally, India has
not been a familiar figure to combat birds of the LCH Class. There were no
attack helicopters in IAF until November 1983. India had a small fleet of
unarmed light helicopters HAL manufactured Chetak and Cheetah. IAF
procured Russian-origin MI4 helicopters as troop carriers and helidrop
missions in the early 1960s. They were replaced by medium-lift MI8 again
of USSR origin in 1975, which could carry 20 armed troops. We never had
an attack helicopter during the 1962, 1965 and 1971 wars. The LCH is well
suited for the anti-tank role wherein it can fly low and fast to attack
enemy armour columns and destroy them. As per HAL, it is also suitable
for the scout role wherein it can fly ahead of advancing columns of the
Army and detect enemy presence. It is also suitable for air defence roles
and the destruction of enemy air defence assets. It can also be used in
urban warfare missions and combat search and rescue operations. The
helicopter has several stealth features and has armour protection, night
attack capability and crash-worthy landing gear to give it better surviv-
ability. It is powered by two Shakti engines and has a maximum take-off
weight of 5,800 kg. With a maximum speed of 268 km per hour, it has a
range of 550 km and an operational ceiling of 6.5 km. Armed with air-to-
air and air-to-ground missiles, LCH also has a 20 mm gun and 70 mm rock-
ets. With a full glass cockpit, the LCH has an Electronic Warfare suite and
helmet-mounted display for the flying crew. Under the 'Aatmanirbhar
Bharat' mission, the Indian Aerospace and Defence sector has been identi-
fied as one of the key focus areas. There have been various policy changes
signalling the end of an era of import dependence and aim to promote
India as the most preferred global manufacturing destination for foreign
Tier-1 vendors. India has been at the forefront of the development of Light
Combat Aircraft. India's LCA Tejas has been hogging the global media
limelight with its spectacular display at international air shows, including
in Dubai and Singapore. With LCH, India looks to replicate the 'success' of
Tejas. With the fire of the Dragon lingering in Eastern Ladakh, induction of
LCH is rather a powerful statement, of Delhi being combat ready.

The Desi Apache: IAF’s offensive
power adds more teeth to its bite

Swachh Bharat and Yoga Day  
are not separate things

D uring our childhood
from mid-1970s to

mid-1980s, Durga Puja used to
get celebrated with utmost
devotion according to rituals
with dominance of Bhakti
encompassing both the or-
ganisers and public. Even at
Sasthi evening, many pan-
dals were still having the
final touch with the Devi and
her children still behind the
veil. Only on Saptami morn-
ing, we used to get awaken by
the rhythmic beats of Dhak,
all puja rituals used to com-
mence with rendition of
Sanskrit mantras and people
used to start flocking to the
pandals either as faithful reli-
gious devotees or just to rel-
ish the beauty of the idols.
Irrespective of theist or athe-
ist, people used to visit the
pandals for evening Arati
which was an excellent dis-
play of play of lights with
Dhak and bells tolling in uni-
son. And dot on the evening
of Dashami; when the
Goddess used to be awarded a
watery farewell along with
her entourage, we used to feel
the pain of parting in our
heart as if our very own have
departed us.

Lot of waters have flown
down the Hooghly since 30-35
years. And with it all things
associated with Durga Puja
have undergone a sea change
with the greatest impact
falling perhaps on the "grand-
est" venue of all --- Kolkata.
Far from commencing the
Puja on Saptami morning,
pandals and idols used to
open up for public "consump-
tion" on Panchami itself
since a decade by throwing all
norms of rituals to the wind.
Then the "fun" started from
Chaturthi, Tritiya and
presently Kolkata pujas have
achieved a new "record" by
signaling the start of celebra-
tion right from the Mahalaya
itself. Yes, Durga Puja of
Kolkata is nothing but a fash-
ion show of sorts with vulgar
exhibition of flexing muscles
---- be it monetary might or
trophies garnered. And more
Puja is being degraded to
such a commercial venture,
more people are flocking to
those pandals in droves to
"get blessed" through  the re-
flected glory of those venues.
Who has visited maximum
number of glamorous pan-
dals form one of the most
common items of bragging.
And residing in this ridicu-
lous social environment, it is
indeed tough not to venture to
those pandals with family by
engaging in arduous battle by
negotiating ocean of faces
and suffocating traffic if one
does not want to get side-
kicked as "out caste". So few
years ago on a Chaturthi
night, as we stepped on the
first venue with the pandal re-
sembling a giant Myanmar

pagoda in the North  Kolkata,
I heard the zealous boast of
the organisers through mi-
crophone that "our pandal
can compete with the best in
South Kolkata".

Yes, this is the "real spirit"
of today's Kolkata Puja. No re-
spect towards the Devi, no
need for associated Puja ritu-
als --- just violate the environ-
ment through sound pollu-
tion with big boast of "we are
no lesser than rest". And en-
trance of each and every pan-
dal religiously features a
lighted stage with perhaps
hundred trophies. I wonder
how many organisations are
there to give awards to the
Puja committees. And how
can each and every commit-
tee receive trophies after tro-
phies. All are getting judged
as first second or third by all
judges.This is the age of paid
news. So would it be unnatu-
ral for me to doubt whether
these are all paid trophies.

All things possible in this "I
am the best" times. And  what
is the main purpose behind
such lunatic rush to the pan-
dals. Of course to click selfies
with the Devi and other deco-
rative props and promptly
posting it in Facebook to
count the number of likes
and also to announce that "I
have arrived" in the "social
mainstream". So if anybody
wants to have a serious view
of the idols; then it would be
next to impossible, given the
dominance of the obstacles
named mobiles, tabs and self-
ie sticks!. And immediately
after reaching the front of the
Devi through wait of 30-45
minutes, one would hear the

admonishment of the securi-
ty staff to clear the area.
What a terrifying joke. Yet
such a joke is being zealously
supported by the enthusiastic
public just to click the selfie
and announce their "social ar-
rival" in front of the world.

Also a clear demarcation
line gets drawn whereby the
minority privileged group
enjoy a field day during Puja
while the overwhelming un-
privileged lot continue their
fight against starvation and
poverty! While one lot relish a
deluge of brand new dresses
and shoes; many underprivi-
leged parents fail to gift even
one new piece of garment to
their children! Not to speak of
the impact of such hullabaloo
on the hearts of those unfor-
tunate ones whose family
members are in hospital or
have lost their near and dear
ones recently! Where is that
so-called "Sarbojonin" (en-
compassing all) amidst this
hoopla. Rabindranath
Tagore's short story
'Kabuliwala' --- The bride
Mini's father donated an
amount to the poor fruit-trad-
er Rahmat Khan so that he
can return to Afghanistan to
meet her daughter after sever-
al years. In the process, band-
parties and lightings could
not be organised during
Mini's marriage; but the
heart of Mini's father glowed
with much more vigour and
lightened up his horizon. This
mindset of sharing and car-
ing with sensitivity and
pathos should be the essence
of any festival which needs to
be adhered by the Puja organ-
izers and revelers as well.

The Hullabaloo Around Durga Puja

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

S tephen Richards has
said “When we age we

shed many skins: ego, arro-
gance, dominance, unreliable,
pessimism, rudeness, selfish,
uncaring ... Wow, it's good to be
old!  1st October is celebrated
as the International Day for
Older Persons every year. It is
specially celebrated for the
senior citizens all across the
world to focus on the responsi-
bilities towards their lives.
This day is an opportunity to
highlight the important con-
tributions that older people
make to society and raise
awareness of the issues and
challenges of ageing in today’s
world. It is a time not only to
highlight their valuable con-
tribution to the globe but also
to stress their basic human
rights. Many older persons are
unaware of their rights and
how to enforce them, due to a
variety of reasons.

This is why celebrating the
International Day of Older

Persons is important in raising
global awareness as a huge ad-
vocacy effort to call for more
enhanced international think-
ing and actions on elderly
rights. The age problem cer-
tainly confronts us and the
matter is taking a turn for the
worse with the passage of
time. Today the life expectancy
has risen sharply due to med-
ical advancement, improve-
ments in nutrition, sanitation,
medical science, health care,
education and economic well-
being. Ageism is widespread
and an insidious practice
which has harmful effects on
the health of older adults. The
problem of loneliness and iso-
lation is the gift of modern so-
ciety. The society forces an old
person to live like an island.
The ageing process is a biologi-
cal reality and affects every
human being on earth.
Physical strength leaves us re-
sulting in general weakness
and physical and mental infir-
mity’. Ageism rests on the as-
sumption that discrimination

against older persons is the
norm and acceptable. Article 1
of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights states that “All
human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and
rights”. We must do everything
possible to ensure that our eld-
ers can lead a life of dignity,
enjoy the best of medical atten-
tion, economic security as well
as emotional stability. Every
phase of life has its own prob-
lems which require prudence,
wisdom, courage and strength
to attend to. In childhood and
youth one has parents and
other close elderly kith and kin
to help, cooperate and guide.
Besides, one himself is full of

energy, strength, stamina and
courage. But the situation
takes a reverse turn in the old
age. The Older persons make
wide-ranging contributions to
economic and social develop-
ment. They should be encour-
aged to get out of their retire-
ment mentality and think
about old age as second in-
nings and opportunity to com-
plete so many unfinished tasks
and expand horizons to look
beyond the family and work for
the community. When one
grows old, this natural love and
affection of other members of
the family for him vanishes
and the elderly person becomes
like a planet which has lost its
gravitational force and has
consequently been lost in the
boundless and endless empty
space. As per WHO, there are
around 600 million persons
world-wide aged 60 years and
over and this total will double
by 2025 and it is estimated to
reach virtually two billion by
2050 - the vast majority of them
in the developing world. Do we

forget that the luxuries enjoyed
by us were created by them
through their hard work. At
the same time we must also re-
member that we too will be like
them one day and if our chil-
dren treat us in the same fash-
ion, are we going to happy then
? We need to look at creating a
more enabling and inclusive
environment that is supportive
and inclusive to people of all
ages, including older people.

The failure to tackle ageism
undermines older persons’
rights and hinders their con-
tributions to social, economic,
cultural and political life.? The
younger generation should
know how the world addresses
the elderly. The problem of old
age should be seen as a socie-
tal issue rather than an indi-
vidual's problem. A day will
come when we all will be old
and we will be facing the simi-
lar situation as faced by our
elders today. It is our responsi-
bility to provide long term
care to them and thus con-
tribute to healthy ageing.

Resilience of Older Persons in a Changing World
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Mumbai, Sep 30:  

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Friday said 67 per cent of
the decline in the foreign
exchange reserves since
April was due to valuation
changes arising from
strengthening US dollar
and higher American
bond yields. The forex re-
serves, which stood at USD
606.475 billion as on April
2, have declined to USD
537.5 billion as on
September 23. It was also
the eighth straight week
when the reserves de-
clined.

In the current financial
year up to September 28,
the US dollar has appreci-
ated 14.5 per cent against a
basket of major curren-
cies, causing turmoil in
currency markets globally.
The movement of the

Indian rupee has, however,
been orderly compared to
most other countries, Das
said while unveiling the
latest bi-monthly mone-
tary policy review.

The rupee has depreci-
ated 7.4 per cent against
the US dollar during the
same period faring much
better than several re-
serve currencies as well
as many of its EME and
Asian peers, he added.
Das also said that a stable
exchange rate is a beacon

of financial and overall
macroeconomic stability
and market confidence.
Noting that in recent
days, there have been di-
vergent views on the ex-
change rate of the rupee
and the adequacy of
India’s forex reserves, he
said the rupee is a freely
floating currency and its
exchange rate is market
determined. “RBI does
not have any fixed ex-
change rate in mind. It in-
tervenes in the market to
curb excessive volatility
and anchor expectations,”
he said. Further, he said
RBI’s interventions in the
forex market are based on
continuous assessment of
the prevailing and evolv-
ing situation from the
point of view of the cen-
tral bank’s approach.
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5G services 

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the
much-awaited 5G
services in India on
October 1, 2022, an of-
ficial release said on
Friday. According to
the release, 5G to be
launched by the Prime
Minister in select
cities, will progres-
sively cover the entire
country over the next
couple of years. The
cumulative economic
impact of 5G on India
is estimated to reach
USD 450 billion by
2035. Capable of sup-
porting ultra-high-
speed internet servic-
es, the fifth generation
or 5G is expected to
unleash new econom-
ic opportunities and
societal benefits, serv-
ing as a transforma-
tional force for 
Indian society.

MoU signing
Chandigarh: The
Haryana government
has signed a memo-
randum of under-
standing with the
University of
Birmingham for the
establishment of a
centre of excellence
for crop post-harvest
management and sus-
tainable cold chain in
the state. The MoU
was signed in the pres-
ence of Haryana
Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare
Minister, J P Dalal,
Additional Chief
Secretary, Dr. Sumita
Misra, at
Birmingham (UK) on
Thursday, an official
statement said here.
Agriculture Minister,
Sumita Misra and
Director General,
Horticulture, Arjun
Singh Saini are in
Birmingham to attend
the Cold Chain
Summit on September
29 and 30. They will
also visit various in-
stitutes which are in-
volved in the estab-
lishment of this
Centre of Excellence.

Ease of doing
business

New Delhi:
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on
Friday said the min-
istry is working on a
law to decriminalise
certain provisions to
promote ease of doing
business. A bill in this
regard is expected to
be introduced in the
forthcoming winter
session of Parliament,
he added. The minister
urged the industry to
“quickly” give feed-
back on reducing com-
pliances and decrimi-
nalising unnecessary
sections.

Mumbai, Sep 30: 

The RBI on Friday re-
tained its inflation projec-
tion for FY23 at 6.7 per cent
amid geopolitical concerns
triggered by Russia-
Ukraine war, and expected
inflation to be under con-
trol from January. The cen-
tral bank is mandated to
keep retail inflation in a
band of 2-6 per cent.
Inflation has remained
above RBI’s upper tolerance
level of 6 per cent since
January 2022.

It ruled over 7 per cent in
April, May and June. July
saw a breather with infla-
tion sliding to 6.7 per cent.

Last month, inflation
touched 7 per cent. The RBI
on Friday raised key repo -
the rate at which it lends
short-term money to banks
- by another 50 basis points
to 5.90 per cent with imme-
diate effect to rein in rising
inflation while supporting
growth.

At the beginning of this
fiscal year, pressures due to
imported inflation were
acute which have now
eased, but it remains at ele-
vated levels across food and
energy items, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said while unveiling the
outcome of its six-member
Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC) meeting.
Edible oil prices are like-

ly to remain contained due
to improved supplies from
producing nations as well
as steps taken by the gov-
ernment on price front.
Going forward, there could
be some tapering of selling
price rise on account of eas-
ing supply conditions and
softening of industrial
metal and crude oil prices.

With services activity
showing strong rebound
and some improvement in
pricing power, risks of
higher pass-through of
input costs, however, do re-
main, the governor said.
“Taking into account these

factors, the inflation projec-
tion is retained at 6.7 per
cent in 2022-23, with Q2 at
7.1 per cent; Q3 at 6.5 per
cent; and Q4 at 5.8 per cent,
with risks evenly bal-
anced,” Das said.

The consumer price
index (CPI) based inflation
is projected to further re-
duce to 5 per cent in first
quarter of next fiscal year
beginning April 2023. The
RBI governor said India
faces upside risks to food
prices, while underlining
that cereal price pressure is
spreading from wheat to
rice in anticipation of
lower kharif paddy output.
“The lower sowing for

kharif pulses could also
cause some pressures. The
delayed withdrawal of
monsoon and intense rain
spells in various regions
have already started to im-
pact vegetable prices, espe-
cially tomatoes.

These risks to food infla-
tion could have an adverse
impact on inflation expecta-
tions.” The world witnessed
a major shock of the pan-
demic in the last two and
half years which was exac-
erbated by the Ukraine con-
flict in late February this
year, Das said, adding these
“shocks have produced pro-
found impact on the global
economy”.

RBI retains FY23 inflation forecast at 6.7 pc,
expects it to be under control January onwards

Mumbai, Sep 30:  

Reliance Jewels, one of
India’s leading jewellery
brands is known for its
many collections inspired
by the various art and cul-
ture, traditions and beliefs
that personify India’s rich
and diverse heritage.
From Utkala inspired by
Odisha to Kaasyam in-
spired by Banaras and
Rannkaar inspired by
Kutch, Reliance Jewels
continues to bring forth
the rich and diverse her-
itage of India through its
jewellery designs.

This festive season,
Reliance Jewels has
launched an exquisite col-
lection of Gold &Diamond
jewellery, “Mahalaya”, in-
spired by the glory & grace
of Maharashtra to mark
the upcoming auspicious
& celebratory festive sea-

son. The name Mahalaya
is a culmination of
Greatness and Beauty,
MAHA meaning Great
and AALYA meaning
beauty that is found in al-
most every aspect of life in
Maharashtra. While

Maharashtra has numer-
ous aspects that encom-
passes the grace and glory
of the region, which is
found in almost every as-
pect of life and in their
rich heritage. Reliance
Jewels’ new Mahalaya col-

lection is an exquisite
handcrafted collection of
Gold & Diamond
Jewellery designed taking
inspiration from the lus-
trous weaves of Paithani
silk saree to fascinating vi-
suals of Warli tribal paint-
ings, from scenic beauty of
hills and valleys to the
grandeur of Gads and
Wadas and Royal Regalia,
a jewellery worn by the
royals.

Customers get to choose
magnificent designs in
Gold and Diamond from a
variety of intricately de-
signed and artistically
crafted jewellery pieces
that encapsulate these in-
spirations. While their de-
signers draw inspirations
from different regions,
the final Jewellery collec-
tion is designed to suit
each and every Indian
woman.

Reliance Jewels launches Mahalaya
Collection this Festive Season

Mumbai, Sep 30: 

Amazon.in’s biggest
month-long celebration the
Great Indian Festival that
started on September 23,
brings a host of never-seen-
before deals & offers on
unique products forbusi-
nesses all over India.
Amazon Business cus-
tomers will not only enjoy
GST benefit on the amazing
deals on Amazon from top
brands across categories
such as smartphones, lap-
tops, appliances, TVs, office
furnishings and a lot more,
but will also get access to
additional business deals
and bulk discounts. In addi-
tion to the bank discounts
on Amazon.in, Amazon
Business customers also get
a special 5% bonus cash-
back up to Rs. 7500 on their
purchases. In addition,

business customers get ac-
cess to numerous new
launches and can get spe-
cial offers on business rele-
vant selection. Amazon
Business has specially cre-
ated stores for both gifting
and own usageby logging in
to their Amazon Business
account. With aGST en-
abled selection of over 16
Crore products, businesses
can save up to 28% more
with GST invoices that en-
able customers to claim
GST input credit. Amazon
Business also provides cus-
tomers the facility of buy-
ing in bulk, thereby avail-
ing up to 40% more in quan-
tity discounts. Additionally,
Amazon Business launched
the Android and iOS opti-
mized mobile app earlier
this year easing the pro-
curement process further
for its customers.

Amazon Business announces
great deals for MSMEs

Celebrate happiness
with Dussehra

Shopping Store this
festive season

Mumbai, Sep 30: 

Celebrate happiness with
your loved ones this festive
season with ‘Dussehra
Shopping Store’on
Amazon.in which brings a
wide range of specially cu-
rated products ranging
from festive, essentials, cos-
metics, Indian sweets and
snacks, gifting packs,
chocolates, beverages, dry
fruits, electronics, home
décor, large appliances,
smartphones, accessories,
Alexa enabled devices and
much more. The ‘Dussehra
Shopping Store’ on
Amazon.in has been curat-
ed to be the one-stop desti-
nation for customers look-
ing for exciting offers and
deals this festive season. It
provides access to millions
of products to suit the
unique needs of everyone
from the safety and comfort
of their homes as they plan
for the festivities.
Customers can choose from
a host of popular brands
such as Lakme,Bikano,
Zaveri Pearls, Open Secret,
Sony, Samsung,iQOO, and
more. Customers can also
use voice navigation to ac-
cess the Dussehra Shopping
Store using Alexa on the
Amazon shopping app
(Android only).

Das says 67 pc of decline in forex
reserves due to valuation changes

Mumbai, Sep 30:  

Full-service carrier
Vistara on Friday inau-
gurated its flight services
to Jaipur from here,
which will be operated
twice a day.

The airline said it has
deployed an Airbus A320
Neo plane with a three-
class configuration —
business, premium econ-
omy and economy — to
service the new route.
“Jaipur has not only
played a significant role
in putting Indian
tourism on the global
map, but it is also a major
hub for trade, requiring

greater connectivity to
metro cities. We have
added the city to our
growing network, with
connectivity to and from
Mumbai, and convenient
international connec-
tions beyond Mumbai,”
said Vinod Kannan,
Chief Executive Officer
at Vistara. The Tata-
Singapore Airlines-run
joint venture airline cur-
rently operates 250 daily

flights across 31 domestic
and 10 international des-
tinations with a fleet of
53 aircraft, comprising 41
Airbus A320, five Airbus
A321neo, five Boeing 737-
800NG and two Boeing
787-9 Dreamliner planes.
Of this, the domestic
flights account for 75-80
per cent and the rest 20-
25 per cent capacity is de-
ployed on international
routes, according to the
airline. Vistara’s over-
seas destinations are
Bangkok, Dubai, Dhaka,
Frankfurt, Jeddah,
Kathmandu, London
Heathrow, Male, Paris
and Singapore.

Vistara starts Mumbai-Jaipur flight

New Delhi, Sep 30: 

Housing sales are likely
to be affected as home
loans will become costlier
after the RBI’s latest hike
in repo rate, but builders
hope that pent up and fes-
tive demand will negate
any major impact on buy-
ing sentiment. Interest
rate on home loans is cur-
rently at around 8 per cent
and is expected to inch to-
wards 9 per cent after the
50 basis points hike in
repo rate announced by
the RBI on Friday. This

will reduce affordability of
buying homes. However,
property developers and
consultants feel the impact
will be “minimal” and not
significant as the concept

of home ownership has
gained momentum during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Moreover, builders are
banking on festive de-
mand to sail through.
Developers are already of-
fering price discounts and
freebies to boost sales dur-
ing the festival season and
may further sweeten the
deals to attract fence sit-
ters, they said, and advised
prospective homebuyers
to take advantage of the of-
fers. “We expect the rise in
repo rate not to impact
positive consumer senti-

ment significantly.
Developers are also run-
ning multiple festive offers
which will aid overall de-
mand,” realtors’ apex body
CREDAI’s President
Harsh Vardhan Patodia
said in a statement.
Naredco Vice Chairman
Niranjan Hiranandani
said any further hike in in-
terest rate, compounded
with commodity inflation,
would act as a market
dampener. He said the gov-
ernment should make fis-
cal interventions to check
inflation.

Costlier home loans may hit housing sales; builders
expect minimal impact on festive demand

New Delhi, Sep 30:  

The Reserve Bank’s de-
cision to hike the interest
rate by half a percentage
point on Friday was on ex-
pected lines and another
increase by 50-60 basis
points is likely this fiscal
due to sticky inflation,
said analysts.

While raising the key
short-term lending rate
(repo), the Reserve Bank
said the consumer price
index (CPI) based inflation
would remain at around 6
per cent in the second half
of the current financial
year. “Going forward, we
expect inflation worries to
continue from a seasonal
food price shock and de-
mand conditions gather-
ing momentum...Our ter-

minal repo forecast stands
at 6.5 per cent, thus a rate
hike of another 50-60 bps
in the current cycle seems
feasible,” Dipanwita
Mazumdar, an economist
with Bank of Baroda said
in a report.

The central bank has
raised the key interest rate
by 190 basis points since
May this year, taking the
repo rate to a three-year
high of 5.9 per cent.
Upasna Bhardwaj, chief
economist of Kotak
Mahindra Bank, said
given the global adverse
conditions, the pressure
on the rupee is likely to
persist and hence the need
for continued rate hikes.
“We expect the MPC to
hike 35 bps in the
December policy.

RBI’s 50 bps hike in repo on
expected lines, say analysts

HH ollywood star Angelina
Jolie wants the world to

divert its attention to what's
happening in Iran currently.
The middle-eastern country is
currently gripped by protests
from women following the
death of a 22-year-old woman
named Mahsa Amini, reports
'People' magazine. Amini
died on September 16 in Iran
after being detained by the
country's Morality Police for
allegedly wearing a Hijab too
loosely.

'People' further states
that demonstrations broke
out following Amini's death,
and the ongoing unrest has
seen women burning their
Hijabs or cutting their hair in
protest. The Academy Award
winner shared several
images taken in the streets
of Iran to Instagram, raising
awareness about the ongo-
ing situation in the Middle
East.

"Respect to the brave,
defiant, fearless women of
Iran," Jolie wrote in the cap-
tion of her post. "All those
who have survived and resis-
ted for decades, those tak-
ing to the streets today, and
Mahsa Amini and all young
Iranians like her."

"Women don't need their
morals policed, their minds
re-educated, or their bodies
controlled. They need free-
dom to live and breathe
without violence or threats,"
Jolie, 47, continued. "To the
women of Iran, we see you
# W o m a n L i f e F r e e d o m
#MahsaAmini."

In the post, Jolie also
included a statement that
briefly explained the conflict
taking place in the country,
"Protests in Iran are in their
12th consecutive night," the
slide read. "They started in
response to the death of 22
year old Mahsa Amini while
in morality police custody
(sic)."

"Since the protests began,
riot police have attacked
protestors with brutal force,
and more than 70 people
have reportedly been killed,"
it added.

ACROSS

1. Ice ____

6. Oxlike beasts

10. Wild attempt

14. More pleasant

15. The ____ Star State

16. Ship’s frame

17. Different

18. Eager

19. Singer ____ Fitzgerald

20. Has-____

21. Large sets of computer info

23. French friend

26. Oppressive ruler

27. Motto

30. “____ dead people!” (2 wds.)

32. Slept through winter

34. Broadcasts

38. Love, in Rome

39. America’s Uncle

40. ____ metal

41. Departs

42. On purpose

44. Serving aid

45. Made amends

46. ____ of Liberty

50. Nile viper

51. Paused

55. Track shape

59. Garden tool

60. Papa’s mate

61. Rocker ____ Cooper

62. Customer

63. Leave

64. Those who fib

65. Cots

66. Ceremonial act

67. Small landmass

DOWN

1. Snooty person
2. Airborne toy
3. Yearn
4. Adolescents
5. Make a mistake
6. Happy
7. Bossa ____
8. Single thing
9. Tranquilized
10. Clip
11. Oklahoma city
12. Comic Tim ____
13. Explosion
22. Adios!
24. Stallion’s mate
25. Roadhouse
27. Thick carpet
28. Chauffeured car
29. Band instrument
30. Milan’s land

31. Half (prefix)

33. On an ocean trip

34. Parthenon locale

35. OPEC member

36. Assess

37. Zipped

40. Movie backdrops

42. Visionary

43. Bleat

44. King ____

46. Bush

47. Taunt

48. Requested

49. Cake layers

52. Car for hire

53. Discharge

54. Escort

56. Small bottle

57. 43,560 square feet

58. “____ we forget”

61. Muhammad ____
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Are you technically single but very deeply

involved with someone, Aquarius? If so, don’t be

surprised if today you extend or receive a pro-

posal of marriage. Recent events have brought

you very close together and greatly intensified

the bond between you. Your partner may want

to legalize that bond. Do you? If there is even the

smallest doubt, give yourself some time to think.

Acting on impulse isn’t a good idea right now.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Exciting news could come to you today that

could bring a lot of joy into your life, Pisces. Your

income may soon skyrocket, and more opportu-

nities to advance yourself professionally should

start coming thick and fast. You may even

receive some sort of public acknowledgment.

This isn’t the end of the line, however - this is

only the beginning! You will be glad to know you

can expect this trend to continue for some time.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A powerful bond between you and a romantic

partner could have you walking around with your

head in the clouds, Aries. Things between you

seem to be improving by leaps and bounds. Right

now, it all seems just too perfect. Savor every

moment of your time together. You will want to

remember them when times aren’t quite so easy.

We all deserve such halcyon days. You and your

beloved should definitely make the most of it.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Taurus, love of all kinds - the love of friends,

the affection of family members, romantic

love - flourishes in the home today as you

hear from a great deal of people, perhaps

unexpectedly. One of these people could

bring some wonderful news about money. A

strong sense of unity should be very appar-

ent, at least to you.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A small gathering of friends, relatives, and

neighbors could take place in your neighbor-

hood today, if possible, Gemini. You might run

into a few old friends you haven’t seen in a long

time and enjoy catching up. A former romantic

partner could also get in contact. Are you still

interested? If so, pursue it. It might work this

time! If you’re no longer interested, perhaps you

could now be friends. Think about it!

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

If you’ve asked your employer for a raise

recently, Cancer, the astral energy indicates

that you can expect to receive one soon. Your

employer is greatly impressed with your

efforts, and probably thinking that you might

be setting your sights elsewhere. Opportunities

may certainly appear, although this is obvious-

ly not the time to decide. Take some time to

really think and consider everything carefully.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

An unexpected letter or package might arrive

sometime today, Leo. This could be a gift

from a lover - perhaps a bit more lavish than

you would have expected. You could receive

other communications as well. At least one

could be related to your job in some way. A

virtual party invitation could also come, and

you will probably want to attend. A significant

other will want to join you.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Happiness reigns in the home right now, Virgo.

Money comes pouring in from bonuses, salary

from extra hours, or gifts. You may be consid-

ering spending some of this money on either

adding to or refurbishing your home. If you’re

having trouble making a decision, consider

consulting a decorator. There is great harmony

within your family. You seem to understand

each other on an intuitive level.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Are you single, Libra? If so, today you might

fall in love at first sight. You may have been

frustrated lately by the lack of available,

interesting people, but today you could meet

someone who seems too perfect for words.

And you can rest assured that the attraction

is mutual! If you’re already involved, you can

expect a revival of the fairytale romance

between you and a significant other.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A strong attraction to someone could take
you by surprise today, Scorpio. This person
could be involved in the arts in some way,
perhaps film, television, or recording. You
might spend considerable time, perhaps vir-
tually, together for the purpose of working
on a project, but the energy between you
should be strong and apparent to both of you.
If you’re interested in a new relationship,
make sure you look your best.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Are you involved in a creative project that
involves modern technology, Sagittarius? If so,
progress could be made by leaps and bounds,
starting today. A lucky break might set you off
in a new direction that adds depth and dimen-
sion to your work. Communication with col-
leagues should be warm, congenial, and sup-
portive. There is a sense of unity that pervades
the group and adds to the energy and enthusi-
asm. You will love the results of your efforts.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

If you own your home or have any kind of

investments in real estate, Capricorn, you

might hear some great news today about the

value of that investment. It’s likely to be

increasing, and probably will continue in that

direction. This could make a big difference in

your life in some way right now. In fact, there

might be a number of options opening to you.

Consider them all carefully and go for the gold.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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SS  ony Entertainment
Television's singing reality

show Indian Idol - Season 13 that
announced its Top 15 contest-
ants last weekend will now make
a spectacular mark with their
respective singing prowess this
weekend with 'The Dream
Debut' that is all set to air on 1st
& 2nd October at 8:00pm

The Top 15 contestants Rishi
Singh from Ayodhya, Chirag
Kotwal from Jammu & Kashmir,
Shagun Pathak from Ranchi,
Vineet Singh from Lucknow,
Navdeep Wadali, Rupam
Bharnarhia from Amritsar,
Shivam Singh from Baroda,
Kavya Limaye from Gujarat,
Bidipta Chakraborty, Anushka

Patra, Senjuti Das, Sanchari
Sengupta, Sonakshi Kar,
Debosmita Roy and Pritam Roy
from Kolkata will not only make
a befitting mark on the judges -
Himesh Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal Dadlani but
also perform in front of the emei-
ment personalities from the
music and entertainment indus-
try like - Ismail Darbar, Anand Ji,
Neeraj Sridhar, Sapna
Mukherjee, Javed Ali, Armaan
Malik, Jatin Pandit to ace actors
like Aruna Irani, Mandakini,
Rashmika Mandanna to veteran
director Subhash Ghai and direc-
tor of ‘Goodbye’ Vikas Bahl, the
weekend episodes are definitely
going to me a ‘Must-Watch!’

Contestant Rishi Singh who hails
from Ayodhya will be seen
singing ‘Kaise Hua’. His perform-
ance took everyone by storm but
there was one guest who stood
out. Youth sensation Armaan
Malik who was visibly available
amazed with Rishi's perform-
ance calls it a 'Music Concert'.
Rishi's performance achieves a
standing ovation from everyone
present on set who were
stunned. Not only this but post
his performance Armaan Malik
and Rishi Singh will be seen
singing a duo song 'Tu Pehla
Pehla Pyaar Hai Mera' on the
stage leaving everybody mes-
merized.

In addition to this Armaan
Malik compliments Rishi Singh
and says, “I have got so many
messages from my fans about
Rishi. They have shared so many
videos of him. When I saw his
videos, I was amazed and today
hearing him live I am blown
away. It was an outstanding per-
formance. 

A lot of people do singing but
the way you sing with a different
tonality is what we look for in a
singer the playback voice, I think
Rishi Singh you are the new play-
back voice. I do follow you and I
have shared a video also on my
Instagram. I am your biggest
fan.”

BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  ttuunnee  iinn  ttoo  ‘‘TThhee  DDrreeaamm
DDeebbuutt’’  ooff  IInnddiiaann  IIddooll  ––  SSeeaassoonn  1133
oonn  11sstt  &&  22nndd  OOccttoobbeerr  aatt  88::0000  PPMM
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn!!

Rishi Singh to 
share the stage with

Armaan Malik!

H is look? Khaufnaak!
His humour? Witty!

His story? Full-on enter-
taining! Baghwa ke
Bachchhan Paandey hain
toh professional don, par
personality bilkul hero
wali. Get ready to meet
this one-of-a-kind thug
with the channel pre-
miere of Bachchhan
Paandey on Saturday, 1st
October 8PM only on
&pictures. Taking us on
this adventurous ride
filled with action, ro-
mance and drama, we
have the king of action
films, Akshay Kumar, the
gorgeous Kriti Sanon,
Jacqueline Fernandez ex-
uding elegance along with
the witty Arshad Warsi in
pivotal roles. So, this
Saturday &pictures pre-

miere party is going to be
zabardast with
Bachchhan Paandey ka
swag, catch the channel
premiere of the film on
1st October at 8 pm.

While the world was
fooled by the tough exteri-
or of Baghwa’s
Bachchhan Paandey, this
is exactly what drove bud-
ding filmmaker, Myra, to
take on a dangerous task
to document his journey
along with his struggling
actor friend. Little did she
know, this journey will in-
troduce her to a rather dif-
ferent side of Bachchhan
Paandey, perhaps a much
softer version of him. The
journey goes through dan-
gerous/ nail biting twists
and turns but ensures a
fun time throughout. But

will she be able to capture
the real face of
Bachchhan Paandey
through the film?

Bachchhan Paandey is
just the beginning, as
&pictures is all set to amp-
up your October plans
with dhamakedaar pre-
mieres back to back!
Taking entertainment up
a notch, the channel will
bring you this year’s
record-breaking film,
RRR along with the elec-
trifying action entertain-
er, OM up next. So, mark
your calendars because
&pictures has an eventful
month planned for you all!

Kickstart October with
the channel premiere of
Bachchhan Paandey on
1st October at 8pm only
on &pictures.s

Channel premiere of 
‘Bachchhan Paandey’ today

P an-India star
Prabhas has

shared the teaser poster
of his upcoming film

'Adipurush', in which
he is essaying the role
of Lord Rama and looks
stunning. Prabhas took

to Instagram, where he
shared the teaser
poster. In the teaser
poster, he looks every-
inch royal with a mous-
tache twirled and aim-
ing his bow towards the
sky.

He wrote as the cap-
tion: "Join us as we em-
bark on a magical jour-
ney on the Sarayu River
Bank in Ayodhya, UP.

#AdipurushInAyodhy
a Unveil the first poster
and teaser of our film
with us on Oct. 2 at 7:11
PM! #AdipurushTeaser
#Adipurush releases IN
THEATRES on January
12, 2023 in IMAX & 3D!"

The film also stars
Saif Ali Khan, Sunny
Singh and Kriti Sanon.
Produced by T-Series
and Retrophiles Pvt
Ltd, the movie is all set
to release in theatres on
January 12, 2023.

Prabhas nails it as Lord Rama
in 'Adipurush' teaser poster

TT elevision star Rashami
Desai, who is known for

shows such as 'Uttaran' and
'Naagin', said that she loves
the festival of Navratri and
enjoys playing garba. "I per-
sonally love the festival of
Navratri and know all the
dance steps. I really love play-
ing Garba and I can do it any-
where whether it be my socie-
ty or any public ground." "I'm
very excited for this year
since we couldn't enjoy the
festival for the past few years
due to the pandemic.
Spending hours dancing and
celebrating with family and
friends is what Navratri is
all about," said Rashami.
On the acting front,
Rashami was last seen
on screen in the reality
show 'Bigg Boss 15',

where actress
Tejasswi Prakash

emerged win-
ner and she

was the 5th
r u n n e r-

up.

Rashami Desai: I love

Navratri and Garba

A ctress Parineeti
Chopra has shared

that she had to learn
Israeli martial art form
Krav Maga for three
months to perfect her
role as an elite agent in
the film 'Code Name
Tiranga'.

Developed for the
Israel Defence Forces,
Krav Maga is derived
from a combination of
techniques used in aiki-
do, judo, karate, and box-
ing and wrestling.

Parineeti says, "One of
the key action tech-
niques of an agent is
hand to hand combat, so
I learnt Krav Maga, a
form of martial arts, for
a total of 3 months to get
my action sequences
right."

"It is a very physically
and mentally demanding
form of martial arts as
its not only just move-
ments but it also needs a
lot of mental awareness
of the surroundings one
is in which is what exact-

ly an agent needs to do
on a mission." She adds:
"Most of my fight se-
quences were against
men who were a lot taller
than me like the stunt
men and co-actor Sharad
Kelkar and sometimes
the fight sequences
would require them to
fight with their full body
weight."

Parineeti said that at
the end of most days she
had injures and bruises
all over her body.

"And the next day the
most amount of make up
would be needed not on
my face but rather to
cover up my injuries. I'm
extremely happy with
the way people are liking
my action shots in the
trailer and it is a big
thing for someone like
me who has never done
action as a genre before."

'Code Name Tiranga'
also stars Harrdy
Sandhu opposite
Parineeti and is set to re-
lease on October 14.

Parineeti learnt Krav 
Maga for three months for

'Code Name Tiranga'

Angelina Jolie
talks about 

tense situation,
demonstrations in Iran
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Sylhet (Bangladesh),
Sep 30 (PTI): An in-form
India would look to carry
forward the momentum of
a historic ODI series
sweep in England while
trying to put behind the
“Mankading” controversy
as they open their
women’s Asia Cup T20
campaign against Sri
Lanka here on Saturday.

The Indian women
haven’t had a lot of suc-
cess of late in the T20 for-
mat but at the continental
level, Harmanpreet Kaur’s
team will start as clear
favourites.

Barring their only blem-
ish in the last edition of
the tournament, India
have won all the Asia Cup
titles since the event’s in-
ception in 2004 (4 titles in
ODI format and 2 in T20
version).

The Asia Cup was trans-
formed from ODI to T20
format in 2012 and India
have won twice, while los-
ing to hosts Bangladesh in
the last edition in 2018.

And, India would look to
assert their continental
dominance in the tourna-
ment, which returns after
a hiatus of four years.

The 2020 edition of the
event in Bangladesh was
first postponed to 2021 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic
before being cancelled al-
together. After claiming a
historic silver medal at the

B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games,
where women’s cricket
made its debut in T20 for-
mat, India suffered a 1-2
away defeat against
England earlier this
month.

But the Harmanpreet-
led side made a fantastic
turnaround in the ODIs,
clean sweeping England 3-
0 to record a historic series
victory, which marked a

glorious end to Indian
bowling legend Jhulan
Goswami’s international
career.

The Indian series win,
however, reignited an in-
tense debate over the spir-
it of the game after all-
rounder Deepti Sharma
ran out Charlie Dean dur-
ing the series-clinching
third ODI as the English
batter backed up at the
non-striker’s end.

The Indian team would
be desperate to move on
from the incident and
focus on the Asia Cup.

On the team’s front,
Harmanpreet has been in
imperious form. Smriti
Mandhana too is in good
touch but Shafali Verma,
Sabbhineni Meghana and
Dayalan Hemalatha need
their bats do the talking.

Jemimah Rodrigues’ re-
turn to the side after miss-

ing the tour of England
due to a hand injury, au-
gurs well for India. Wicket-
keeper Richa Ghosh, who
made a comeback in
England after being
dropped from the
Commonwealth Games, is
also in the mix.

India’s seam bowling at-
tack will be led by Renuka
Singh, while Radha Yadav,
Rajeshwari Gayakwad
and Deepti will be in
charge of the spin depart-
ment.

Sri Lanka, on the other
hand, will be heavily rely-
ing on skipper Chamari
Athapaththu to deliver the
goods with the bat in the
absence young Vishmi
Gunaratne, who is out due
to a back stress fracture.

The island nation’s mid-
dle-order will revolve
around Hasini Perera and
H a r s h i t h a
Samarawickrama, while
the bowling attack will
heavily depend on spin-
ners Inoka Ranaweera and
Oshadi Ranasinghe.

The tournament in-
volves seven teams —
India, Pakistan, Thailand,
Sri Lanka, Malaysia, UAE
and hosts Bangladesh. All
sides will play each other
in a round-robin format —
a total of six matches each
— with the top four quali-
fying for semi-finals.

Match starts at 1 PM.

India look to carry ODI 
momentum into Asia Cup T20

Sylhet, Sep 30 (PTI):

India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur has in-
dicated that Women’s Asia
Cup beginning here on
Saturday will be a lot
about giving game time to
the less experienced play-
ers as the team prepares
for the T20 World Cup
early next year.

The likes of D
Hemalatha and Kiran
Navgire were tried out in
the preceding series in
England but could not
make an impact. Jemimah
Rodrigues has recovered
from a wrist injury that
ruled her out of England
series and is expected to
play as opener against Sri
Lanka on Saturday.

Opener Shafali Verma is
another one under the
scanner following a dismal
run in England. The team
however goes into the
tournament high on confi-
dence having beaten
England 3-0 in the ODIs.

“A lot of T20s are com-
ing up ahead of the World
Cup. Players who have not
got enough chances can
also get match time before
the World Cup. There are
lot of areas we can work
on. We are going to see if
somebody else can get a
chance in the first six
overs and players can also
be tried out in the middle
overs and death overs.

“Bowling also we need
to try for the right team
combination. Jemi is fine,
she batted in the nets
today,” said Harmanpreet
while also providing a fit-

ness update on Jemimah.
The T20 World Cup will be
played in South Africa in
February next year. She
also backed 18-year-old
Shafali to get back
amongst the runs.

“She is doing really well
in the nets. Sometimes you
are not able to carry that
form in the middle. You
need to spend some time
in the middle and I am
sure she will get her form

back. Asia Cup will be a
great platform for her.

“We will try to give her
enough matches to get her
confidence back.”
Harmanpreet, however,
has been batting at her
best of late and smashed a
memorable 143 not out off
111 balls in England. The
India skipper said she is
enjoying the added respon-
sibility as the leader of the
side.

With eye on T20 WC, Harmanpreet plans 
to try out batters for all phases in Asia Cup

Gandhinagar, Sep 30 (PTI):

Olympic silver medallist
Mirabai Chanu expectedly
won the gold medal with a
total lift of 191 kgs in the
women’s 49kg weightlift-
ing competition at the 36th
National Games here on
Friday. Mirabai, who had
claimed the
Commonwealth Games
gold medal in
Birmingham in August,
walked away with the title
after lifting 84kg in snatch
and 107 kgs in clean & jerk.

Participating in her sec-
ond National Games,
Mirabai revealed that she
was nursing an injury in
her left wrist, due to which
she didn’t go for her third
attempts in both sections.

“I recently injured my
left wrist during training
at NIS, Patiala, after which
I made sure not to risk it
further. The World
Championships are com-
ing up in December,” she
said. “It is a proud mo-
ment for me to represent
Manipur at the National
Games, and the excite-

ment doubled when I was
asked to lead the contin-
gent at the Opening
Ceremony. It normally
gets hectic to attend open-
ing ceremonies as my
event starts early the next
day, but I felt I must chal-
lenge myself this time
around,” she added.

The diminutive
Manipuri, who is aiming
for her first podium finish
at the Asian Games next
year, prefers to stay in the
moment and focus on the
World Championships
where she is expected to be
up against weightlifters
from the Asian power-
houses. “Yes an Asian

Games medal is missing
from the cabinet, and it’s
something that’s on the
back of my mind. It will
my first Asian Games
after missing out on the
2018 edition with a back in-
jury. The competition level
at the Asiad will be great,
but for me, the main focus
now is the Worlds, where I
will get to compete against
the same weightlifters,”
the 28-year-old said.

Sanjita Chanu settled
for the silver medal with a
total lift of 187 kgs (Snatch
82kg, C&J 105kg), while
Odisha’s Sneha Soren
picked up the bronze after
totalling 169kg (Snatch

73kg, C&J 96kg) at the
Mahatma Mandir here.

“This is a special mo-
ment for me. But congratu-
lations to Mirabai. She de-
serves all the praise and
accolades for her brilliant
effort,” a visibly emotional
Sanjita said in a release.

“It feels great to compete
at the National Games,
and represent my state.
The last time (in Kerala
2015), I won the gold in a
lower weight category, but
after seven years, the level
of competition definitely
goes up.”

In snatch, Mirabai
seized an early advantage
by raising the bar to 81kgs
in her very first attempt,
before a clean effort of
84kg in her second lift gave
her a cushion of 3kgs over
her Manipuri statemate
Sanjita, who could man-
age 80kg and 82kgs in her
first two attempts.

Sanjita’s third attempt
of lifting 84kg was ad-
judged a foul. Mirabai pre-
ferred to save her energy
and didn’t turn up for the
third attempt.

Weightlifting at National Games

Mirabai pips Sanjita for 49kg gold

Rajkot, Sep 30 (PTI):

Veteran Cheteshwar
Pujara would strive to
stay relevant in the na-
tional team’s scheme of
things with a purposeful
knock when Saurashtra
clashes with Rest of
India, a side that is
packed with five special-
ist openers, in the Irani
Cup clash starting here
Saturday.

While Madhya Pradesh
are the 2021-22 Ranji
Trophy champions,
Saurashtra will be play-
ing the Irani Trophy by
virtue of being the 2019-
20 champions as the one-
off match wasn’t held for
successive seasons due to
COVID-19.

Gone are those days
when the Rest of India
versus Ranji champions’
encounter used to be a
virtual national team
trial game where a good
performance was a sure
shot ticket towards an

entry into the national
dressing room.

An Irani Cup in 2022 is
more about being in the
scheme of things as far as
reserve bench is con-
cerned and majority of
the Rest of India squad
comprises of players,
who have all featured in
the recent A series
against New Zealand.

The Saurashtra team
has a battle-hardened pro

in Pujara, whose Test ca-
reer is at the crossroads
and he wouldn’t like to
put a foot wrong before
the away series in
Bangladesh.

He has had a dream
run for Sussex in both red
ball and white ball (List
A) games but whether the
selectors will persist with
him in Tests going for-
ward is another matter.

But on his home

ground where he has
scored truckloads of
runs, Pujara can prove to
be more than a handful
for the young speed guns
like Umran Malik,
Kuldeep Sen, Arzan
Nagwaswalla or the up-
coming spinners nasmely
R Sai Kishore and
Saurabh Kumar.

However the primary
problem that Rest of
India face is having too
many openers — all in-
form in their squad of 15.

There is India ‘A’ pair of
Priyank Panchal and
Abhimanyu Easwaran
that did well against New
Zealand ‘A’ while
Yashasvi Jaiswal was in
regal form in the Duleep
Trophy, scoring 265 in the
final. Then there is Test
opener Mayank Agarwal
who is trying to make a
comeback and young
Yash Dhull who has
scored 770 runs in five
first class games in his
debut season.

Irani Cup: Pujara and ‘five openers’
in focus as Saurashtra take on ROI

New Delhi,
Sep 30
(PTI):

Star strik-
er Vandana
Katariya feels the
Indian women’s
hockey team has been
making the right progres-
sion at the international
level and the players re-
mained focussed on setting
goals and achieving them
going forward.

Vandana, a veteran of
over 250 internationals
matches, said by virtue of
improved performances in
tournaments of late, the
world is now taking note of
Indian women’s hockey.

A testimony to Indian
team’s improvement is
nomination of several
players in the FIH Star
Awards. While captain
Savita has been nominated
for the Best Goalkeeper of
the Year, young Mumtaz
Khan has been nominated
for the Rising Star of the
Year award and chief
coach Janneke Schopman
is the vying for Coach of
the Year recognition. “I

feel we are making the
right strides. About three
or four years ago, the team
rarely made the cut for any
awards as our perform-
ance was not up to the
mark. But now, we have
been making the right pro-
gression in international
hockey and our perform-
ance is being recognised,”
Vandana said in a release.

“It feels great to receive
this kind of recognition
which shows that our per-
formances are at par with
some of the top teams of
the world, but we are still
grounded and focused on
our own targets.

“We have set short-term
and long-term goals for the
team and we are ticking
the boxes, one-by-one,” she
said. India’s next major in-
ternational outing is the
FIH Women’s Nations Cup
in December but the
team’s biggest aim re-
mains a direct qualifica-
tion for 2024 Paris
Olympics through the
Asian Games scheduled
next year in Hangzhou,
China.

We’re making right progression, says women’s
hockey team striker Vandana Katariya

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI):

Mohammed Siraj on
Friday replaced injured
pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah for India’s re-
maining two T20
International matches
against the visiting
South African team.

Bumrah was on
Thursday ruled out of
the upcoming T20 World
Cup due to a back stress
fracture. “The All-India
Senior Selection

Committee named
Mohd. Siraj as replace-
ment for injured Jasprit
Bumrah for the remain-
der of the T20I series
against South Africa,”
BCCI secretary Jay Shah
said in the statement on
Friday.

“Bumrah has sus-
tained a back injury and
is currently under the
supervision of the BCCI
Medical Team.”

The 28-year-old Siraj,
a right-arm pacer, has so

far played in five T20Is
and picked up five wick-
ets from them. His last
T20I match was against
Sri Lanka at
Dharamsala in February
this year.

India lead the three-
match T20I series
against South Africa 1-0
after a comprehensive
eight-wicket win in
Thiruvananthapuram
on Wednesday. The sec-
ond and third matches
will be played in
Guwahati (October 2)
and Indore (October 4).

Indian squad for
South Africa T20Is:
Rohit Sharma (Captain),
KL Rahul (vice-captain),
Virat Kohli,
Suryakumar Yadav,
Rishabh Pant (wicket-
keeper), Dinesh Karthik
(wicket-keeper), R
Ashwin, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Axar Patel,
Arshdeep Singh,
Harshal Patel, Deepak
Chahar, Umesh Yadav,
Shreyas Iyer, Shahbaz
Ahmed, Mohd Siraj.

Mohd Siraj replaces injured Bumrah
for remainder of T20I series against SA

T20 WC winning
team to get 

USD 1.6 million as
prize money: ICC

DDuubbaaii,,  SSeepp  3300  ((PPTTII)):: The winner
of the upcoming men’s T20 World
Cup is Australia will take home a
whopping prize money of USD 1.6
million, the game’s governing
body ICC announced on Friday.
The ICC said in a statement that
the runner-up side will get half
the amount of the winning team’s
prize purse.

At the end of the 16-team
tournament that runs for nearly a
month, the losing semi-finalists
will each get USD 400,000 from
the USD 5.6 million total prize
pool. The eight teams who exit at
the Super 12 stage will receive
USD 70,000 each. 

“Like last year at the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2021, a win
in each of the 30 games in the
Super 12 phase will be worth USD
40,000,” the ICC stated. The eight
teams that made it directly to the
Super 12 phase are Afghanistan,
Australia, Bangladesh, England,
India, New Zealand, Pakistan and
South Africa. 

The other eight teams —
Namibia, Sri Lanka, Netherlands,
UAE in Group A and West Indies,
Scotland, Ireland and Zimbabwe
in Group B — have been split into
two groups of four each and will
play the first round.

Sikki-Kapoor 
enter semifinals of

Vietnam Open
Ho Chi Minh City, Sep 30
(PTI): Indian mixed dou-
bles pair of Rohan Kapoor
and N Sikki Reddy pro-
gressed to the semifinals
of the Vitenam Open
Super 100 tournament
here on Friday.

The unseeded Indian
duo of Sikki and Kapoor,
who had clinched the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
International Challenge
title last week, stunned
third seeds Chan Peng
Soon and Cheah Yee See of
Malaysia 21-19 21-17 in a 39-
minute clash. The duo will
face top seeds Rehan
Naufal Kusharjanto and
Lisa Ayu Kusumawati of
Indonesia in the semifi-
nals. Sikki and Kapoor
showed nerves of steel as
they erased 3-6 deficit to
grab a slender one-point
lead. The Malaysians once
again nosed ahead to a 15-
12 advantage but the
Indian pair managed to
turn the tables with four-
point burst to lead 19-18
and knocked off the re-
maining two points to lead
the match 1-0.

Lawyer commits
suicide 

Jabalpur, Sep 30 (PTI): A
lawyer's alleged suicide
triggered a violent protest
by advocates in the cam-
pus of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court here
on Friday, police said.
Advocate Anurag Sahu al-
legedly committed suicide
at his house after pleading
a case in court in the after-
noon, an official said.
Following the incident, a
group of angry lawyers
staged a protest in the
high court compound,
where they vandalised and
torched the chamber of
the advocate who had ap-
peared in court against
Sahu, he said. The police
were forced to cane charge
the protestors to bring the
situation under control
and restore law and order.
Some policemen sustained
injuries during the inci-
dent, Superintendent of
Police (SP) Siddharth
Bahuguna told PTI.

ED freezes crypto
currency, Tether

worth Rs 47.64 lakh
New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI):
The Enforcement
Directorate has freezed
crypto currencies and
Tether, an Ethereum token
that is pegged to the value
of a US dollar, equivalent to
Rs 47.64 lakh under the pro-
visions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). This has come fol-
lowing an investigation
conducted by the ED
against a person named
Aamir Khan and others re-
lating to the Mobile gaming
application, E-nuggets,
According to an
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) statement. The ED ini-
tiated the money launder-
ing investigation on the
basis of an FIR registered
on February 15, 2021 under
various sections of IPC by
the Park Street police sta-
tion in Kolkata against
Khan and a few others
based on complaint filed by
the Federal Bank in a
Kolkata court. Khan
launched a mobile gaming
application namely E-
Nuggets, which was de-
signed for the purpose of
defrauding public.

‘Will stay away from active 
politics post retirement’

Meerut (UP), Sep 30 (PTI): 

Meghalaya Governor
Satya Pal Malik on Friday
said he will neither join
any political party nor
contest elections post his
retirement from the cur-
rent post, putting an end to
speculations that he would
be joining the Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD). Malik will
complete his tenure as the
governor of the Northeast
state on Friday.

On his post-retirement
plans, Malik told PTI, "I
have no plans yet. I will
take part in activities only
if they are related to farm-
ers. Neither will I join any
party nor will I contest
any election."
Speculations were rife that
the senior leader would
join the RLD following ad-

vertisements that showed
that he would participate
in a 'Kisan Sammelan' in
Shamli district on October
3 and share the stage with
RLD chief Jayant
Chaudhary. "The Shamli
meeting was supposed to
be a non-political one con-
vened for the sake of farm-
ers. But it has been can-
celled in view of Section

144 there," he clarified.
Malik had hit the head-
lines for supporting the
farmers agitating against
the Centre's three agricul-
tural laws and putting the
government in the dock
despite occupying the gov-
ernor's office.

He had also raised the
issue of alleged corruption
in Jammu and Kashmir.
Malik was appointed the
governor of Bihar on
September 30, 2017. He was
then sent to Jammu and
Kashmir in August 2018
and later to Meghalaya in
2020. He was born on July
24, 1946, in Uttar Pradesh's
Baghpat district and
joined the BJP after his
stints with the Bharatiya
Kranti Dal, the Congress,
the Janata Dal, the Lok Dal
and the Samajwadi Party.

Chennai, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Seven Chola-era bronze
idols besides two exquisite
Thanjavur paintings, said
to be worth several crores
of rupees in total, were con-
fiscated from a house here,
the Tamil Nadu Idol Wing
CID said on Friday. The
idols, found to be of her-
itage value, were apparent-
ly stolen from temples and
sold to a person, the police
said.

"The Idol Wing effected
the seizure as the owner
was not in possession of
documents authorising
legal custody of the antique
idols. As the owner could

not establish provenance of
the idols, the Idol Wing has
registered a case and is in-
vestigating," Idol Wing CID,
DGP, K Jayant Murali, said.

The bronze idols, which
included the images of
Lord Krishna, Goddess
Parvati, two Buddha idols,
Goddess Parvati in sitting
position, Tara and another
goddess and Balakrishna
painting with glass frame
along with Krishna and
Yashala painting with
glass frame would be pro-
duced before the ASI for
inspection, and a report
will be forwarded to the
Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments

(HR&CE) department for
identifying and assigning
the idols to the temples, he
said. Murali and IGP
Dinakaran lauded and re-
warded DSP Muthuraja
and team for seizing the
seven ancient idols.

Following receipt of in-
formation that seven high-
value antique Chola
bronzes and two
Thanjavur paintings of
15th century vintage had
been left behind at his
house here by an NRI in
2011, the senior officials di-
rected Superintendent of
Police P Ravi to undertake
a search. Since the house
owner lived in the US, the

police contacted him and
sought for documents relat-
ed to the idols and paint-
ings to be produced within
a week's time.

Initially, he claimed that
his parents were in posses-
sion of the idols even be-
fore he was born and that
he was clueless about the
origin of the idols. "He
failed to produce the pa-
pers and was given addi-
tional time. However, real-
ising that possessing an-
tique idols without prove-
nance and registration was
illegal, he decided to hand
over the idols to the wing,"
a release here said.

On September 29, the

owner of idols requested
the Idol Wing to take posses-
sion of the sculptures.
Some of the idols had mark-
ings and slots for fixing
them on temple palanquins
for carrying them during
festive occasions.

The fact that they are an-
tique idols, that were proba-
bly stolen from temples and
sold to the present person,
and the absence of valid pa-
pers to reveal their prove-
nance makes illegal posses-
sions liable for confiscation.
Therefore, the Idol Wing
CID seized the illegal idols
in the presence of witness-
es on September 29, the re-
lease said.

Gas leaks from ONGC 
well in Mehsana

Mehsana, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Gas leaked from a well of
the Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) near a
village in Gujarat's
Mehsana district on Friday,
an official said. While the
gas is not inflammable or
poisonous, people in nearby
areas have complained of
burning sensation in their
eyes and throat, he said.

The leak began around 2
am at the well located near
Kasalpura village and ef-
forts are on by the staff to
control it, Mehsana District
Development Officer Om
Prakash said. With a popu-
lation of around 850,
Kasalpura is located
around 1.5 km from the
site, he said. "Compressed
air that is pumped into the
well has been escaping, and
the gas is not poisonous or
inflammable. People have
complained of mild burn-
ing sensation in eyes and
throat.

Wind direction is to-
wards Kasalpura," Om
Prakash told PTI. At least
40 people in three villages
nearby have complained of
burning sensation in eyes
and throat, and the ONGC
has been asked to set up gas
analysers to check the na-
ture of gas leaking from the
well, he said. The district
administration has set up
out-patient departments in
Kasalpura and two other
nearby villages with doc-
tors and ambulances and
deployed fire fighters there
for any eventuality, he said.

New Delhi, Sept 30 (PTI): 

Popular Front of India
(PFI) members, who
joined the dreaded terror
organisation ISIS, always
took a long circuitous
route to avoid the security
dragnet before arriving in
conflict theatres like Syria
to take part in jihad, offi-
cials said.

The PFI was banned by
the government on
Tuesday for five years for
allegedly having "links"
with global terror organi-
sations like the ISIS and
trying to spread commu-
nal hatred in the country.

According to documents
prepared by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA), there were a few
cases of youths getting
killed or arrested at for-
eign soil and later being

deported back to India.
In 2017, Kerala Police re-

ceived information that
some Muslim youths had
migrated to Syria and
some were planning to
join hands with ISIS in its
jihad and most of the ac-
cused in the case were
members of the PFI.

Hamza, a Gulf returnee,
was the alleged master-
mind behind recruiting
Kerala youths to ISIS. To
execute his plans, Hamza
befriended suitable PFI
supporters who already
harboured anti-national or
anti-establishment senti-
ments, officials said.

The divisional president
of the PFI, Md Sameer
alias Abu Safvan, alleged-
ly hatched and conveyed
the plan to exit India and
enter Syria after taking
refuge in different coun-

tries to finally join ISIS in
Syria. In the process, the
accused went to Saudi
Arabia, Malaysia and
Turkey and waited for
final call to join jihad in
Syria, the officials said.

Later, Abdul Manaf
alias Abu Fathimaand,
Mohammed Sameer alias
Abu Safvan, both PFI lead-
ers, were killed in Syria
while participating in
jihad. As investigation
progressed, five persons
including the mastermind
were apprehended by the
Kerala Police before join-
ing the ISIS, they said.

The Kerala Police filed a
charge sheet against 17 ac-
cused for supporting the
ISIS or Daesh. Hamza, the
alleged mastermind in the
case was a "hardcore
Salafi follower" who used
to preach in support of the

ISIS and Taliban.
After declaration of

Islamic Caliphite in Iraq
and Syria, Hamza con-
vinced Mohammed
Sameer and Abdul Manaf,
both PFI members, about
the need to perform 'hijra'
from the land of 'infidels',
the officials said.

Sameer indoctrinated
ISIS ideology to other PFI
cadres like Shajahan VK,
who was accused in anoth-
er terror case, and
Mohammed Shajil.

Mohammed Sameer
moved to Saudi Arabia
along with the family on
December 12, 2015 on the
pretext of performing
'Umrah'. Before infiltrat-
ing to Syria, he directed
other PFI associates to
leave India where criminal
cases were already pend-
ing against them.

p People complain 
of irritation in 
eyes, throat
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Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan inspects a Guard of Honour, in New Delhi, Friday.

GUARD OF HONOUR ‘Several PFI members travelled
to ISIS strongholds to join jihad’

TN Idol Wing seizes 7 Chola-era idols, 2 Thanjavur paintings

Bhopal, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission (EC) will
honour voters aged 100
and above on the occa-
sion of International
Day of Older People in
Madhya Pradesh on
Saturday, a senior offi-
cial said on Friday.

There are 4,168 voters
above the age of 100 in
the state, including 3,040
women and 1,128 men,
Madhya Pradesh chief
electoral officer (CEO)
Anupam Rajan said.

Among them, 862 live
in urban areas, while
3,306 reside in rural
parts, he said.

"The EC will honour
voters who have taken
part in voting since the

first general election
held in the country and
have completed or
crossed 100 years of age
on the occasion of the
International Day of
Older People," Rajan
told PTI.

Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar and
Election Commissioner
Anoop Chandra Pandey
will participate in the
programme virtually
and interact with the
centenarians at 11.30
am, he said.

The programme will
be organised in all the
district headquarters of
the state, he said.

The United Nations
general assembly voted
on December 14, 1990 to

establish October 1 as
the International Day of
Older People.

Dhannaji, a 118-year-
old resident of Salna
Colony in Ujjain dis-
trict's Tarana Vidhan
Sabha seat's, is the old-
est man, while the old-
est woman is 111-year-
old Kunwri Bai of
Pansemal town in
Barwani district, he
said.

The maximum num-
ber of 325 centenarians
live in Sehore district,
followed by Ujjain with
296, Dewas 217, Rewa
189 and Rajgarh 173, the
CEO said.

The programme will
be simultaneously held
at 41 NIC centers and
1,911 other places, in-

cluding 475 in urban
and 1,436 rural areas of
the state, he said.

Centenarian voters
will be given a citation
issued by the CEC,
shawl and shreephal
(coconut) by officials at
these centers or at
homes of those are un-
able to attend the func-
tion because of old age,
the official said.

A committee has been
constituted in each dis-
trict under the chair-
manship of block level
officers (BLO). The
other members of the
panel are a revenue offi-
cial, a local teacher, pan-
chayat secretary, angan-
wadi worker and em-
ployment assistant, he
added.

On Int’l Day of Older People today

EC to honour centenarian voters 

Flower vendors at a wholesale market during Durga Puja festival celebrations, in Kolkata, Friday.

FESTIVE PREPARATIONS

HC rejects bail plea of accused
Mumbai, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The Bombay High
Court has rejected the
bail plea of an accused in
the 2012 Pune bomb
blasts case, noting that
there was a prima facie
case made out against
him. A division bench of
Justices Revati Mohite
Dere and Sharmila
Deshmukh in its order
dated September 27 re-
jected the bail plea of
Munib Memon and di-
rected to expedite the
trial in the case.

The order copy was
made available on Friday.

On August 1, 2012, five
low-intensity blasts oc-
curred across Pune, and
while there was no death
reported, a few persons
had suffered injuries.

The bench in its order
said that the perusal of
the confessional state-
ments made by the co-ac-
cused in the case prima
facie shows the complici-
ty of Memon, that he had

attended the conspiracy
meeting and was aware of
the offence to be commit-
ted.

"Considering the con-
fessional statements,
prima facie, it is difficult
to come to a conclusion
that there are no reason-
able grounds for believ-
ing that the appellant is
not guilty of the offences
with which he is
charged," the court said.

"Similarly, the material
on record shows that
there are reasonable
grounds for believing
that the accusation
against the appellant are
prima facie true," it
added. The bench direct-
ed the special court to ex-
pedite the trial in the case
and conclude it by
December 2023.

Memon, who was ar-
rested in 2012, has been
charged under various
sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC),
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA),

Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA), Explosive
Substances Act and the
Arms Act.

The accused in his bail
plea claimed that there
has been a delay in the
commencement of the
trial and he has already
undergone pre-trial de-
tention of nearly 10
years.

He further claimed in-
nocence and said he was
working in a tailor shop
and had no connection
with the alleged offences.

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA), which was handed
over the probe in the
case, said that the blasts
were planned to avenge
the death of one Quatil
Siddique, a member of a
banned terrorist organi-
sation, Indian
Mujahideen.

According to the NIA,
Memon was part of the
outfit that hatched the
conspiracy.

2012 PUNE BLASTS CASE



Charge sheet 
Kolkata: The Central
Bureau of Investigation
on Friday filed its first
charge sheet in Kolkata’s
Alipore court in connec-
tion with the West Bengal
School Service
Commission (SSC)
recruitment scam. The
charge sheet named 16
accused including arrest-
ed ex-education minister
Partha Chatterjee and
former SSC advisor
Shanti Prasad Sinha, a
CBI official said.

Seized
Surat: Police have recov-
ered fake currency notes
of Rs 25.80 crore face
value with “Reverse Bank
of India” and “for movie
purpose” printed on them
from an ambulance in
Gujarat’s Surat district,
an official said on Friday.
The bogus notes were
being transported to
Mumbai for use in a
movie, police said. 

Bribe
MMeeddiinniinnaaggaarr::  The District
Civil Surgeon of Palamu
was arrested by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
sleuths while accepting a
bribe from a man to clear
his outstanding bills on
Friday, an official said. A
special team of ACB
arrested Civil Surgeon Dr
John F Kennedy while he
was accepting Rs 50,000
bribe, said Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(ACB), Ashok Giri said.

Personality test 
KKoollkkaattaa:: The personality
tests for SSC 2016 eligible
candidates for the upper
primary will begin in the
third week of October,
according to a notification
issued on Friday. As
directed by the Calcutta
High Court, the candi-
dates who have qualified
the recruitment examina-
tion conducted for the
posts of teachers in the
upper primary level by
the West Bengal School
Service Commission 
(SSC) will appear for 
the test, it said.

Arrest
GGhhaazziiaabbaadd:: A 45-year-old
man was arrested in con-
nection with the murder
of his wife and daughter,
police said on Friday.
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Muniraj G
said around 12.30 pm,
information was received
about two bodies in a
house near MV Inter
College in Sadiq Nagar
under Nandgram police
station limits.
Investigations revealed
that Sanjay Pal allegedly
had a heated argument
with his wife Rekha (35)
on Thursday. 

FINAL DECORATIONS

Artisans decorate a Durga Puja pandal for the Durga Puja festival celebrations, in Gurugram, Friday.
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A robot being displayed |
during the World Robot

Olympiad India 2022, at a
school in Noida, Friday.
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New Delhi, Sep 30
(PTI): Mallikarjun
Kharge, Shashi
Tharoor and K N
Tripathi are the three
men in the Congress

presidential race for which
nominations end on
Friday with the veteran
Kharge from Karnataka
emerging a clear favourite.

The 80-year-old Kharge,
flanked by top Congress
leaders, filed several sets of
nomination papers with
the proposers also includ-
ing members from the G-23
ginger group comprising

Anand Sharma, Prithviraj
Chavan, Manish Tewari
and Bhupinder Hooda.
Tharoor, who was also part
of the G-23 group, filed five
sets of nomination papers,
while former Jharkhand
minister Tripathi filed a
single set of poll papers

with Madhusudan Mistry,
the chairman of the
Congress’s Central
Election Authority.
Kharge appeared to be a
clear favourite for the
Congress presidential
election as a galaxy of
leaders were present by

his side when he filed his
nomination papers at the
AICC headquarters here.

“I was encouraged by all
leaders, party workers
and delegates from key
states to contest the elec-
tions. I thank those who
were present by my side at
the time of filing the nom-
ination papers,” Kharge
told reporters here.

No one from the Gandhi
family was present at the
AICC headquarters when
the leaders filed their
nominations for the elec-
tion.
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‘I’m for change’
Senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Friday filed his nom-
ination for the post of party
president and said his electoral
competitor Mallikarjun Kharge
was a “candidate of continuity”
and of “status quo”, while those
wanting change in party should
vote for him. Tharoor, 66, also
said he is aware of his underdog
tag and talk of an ‘official candi-
date’ in some quarters but he
has been told by the Gandhi
family repeatedly that they are
“neither directly nor indirectly”
backing anyone.

Ahmedabad, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
flagged off the
Gandhinagar-Mumbai
Vande Bharat Express
semi-high speed train and
inaugurated the first
phase of the Ahmedabad
Metro rail project on the
second day of his two-day
visit to Gujarat, where
Assembly elections are
due by the year-end.

Modi also travelled in
the express train and the
metro train before ad-
dressing a rally in
Ahmedabad, where he
said cities will shape the
destiny of India and en-
sure that it becomes a de-
veloped nation in the next
25 years. Modi flagged off
the train from
Gandhinagar Capital rail-
way station around 10.30
am before boarding the

train. “PM @narendramo-
di is on board the Vande
Bharat Express from
Gandhinagar to
Ahmedabad. People from
different walks of life, in-
cluding those from the
Railways family, women
entrepreneurs and young-
sters are his co-passengers
on this journey,” the
Prime Minister’s Office

(PMO India) said in a
tweet. In the photographs
attached with the tweet,
the prime minister is seen
interacting with railway
officials, women entrepre-
neurs and others on board
the train. The train, which
connects the capital cities
of Maharashtra and
Gujarat, is the third Vande
Bharat Express in the

country. The first such
train was started on New
Delhi-Varanasi route,
while the second one on
New Delhi-Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra route,
an official said.

The train will provide
passengers aircraft-like
travelling experience and
advanced safety features,
including Kavach technol-
ogy, an indigenously devel-
oped Train Collision
Avoidance System, he
said. “This train will offer
world-class comfort and fa-
cilities to passengers. The
fully air-conditioned
Vande Bharat has several
modern features, such as
sliding doors, personalised
reading lights, mobile
charging points, attendant
call buttons, bio-toilets, au-
tomatic entry and exit
doors, CCTV cameras, re-
clining facility, comfort-
able seats,” a release said.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Gen Anil Chauhan on
Friday became India’s new
Chief of Defence Staff
with a mandate to imple-
ment the ambitious the-
aterisation plan that aims
to ensure tri-services syn-
ergy and prepare the
armed forces for future se-
curity challenges facing
the nation.

Gen Chauhan, a former
Eastern Army
Commander, took charge
as the country’s senior-
most military commander
over nine months after
first Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) Gen Bipin Rawat
died in a helicopter crash
in Tamil Nadu.

In a brief interaction
with the media, Gen
Chauhan said the security
challenges facing the na-
tion will be dealt with

jointly by the three servic-
es. “I am proud to be as-
suming the responsibility
of the highest rank in the
Indian Armed Forces. I
will try to fulfill the expec-
tations from the three
services and tackle all
challenges and difficulties
together,” he said. He be-

came the first retired
three-star Lt General-rank
officer to return to the
service as a four four-star
General. Gen Chauhan
will also be the Principal
Military Advisor to the
Defence Minister on all tri-
service matters as well as
head department of mili-
tary affairs as its secretary.

He will also be the
Permanent Chairman of
the Chiefs of Staff
Committee (COSC), the de-
fence ministry said.

The CDS called on
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh shortly after taking
charge of the top office.

Before assuming charge
of the CDS, Gen Chauhan
paid tributes to India’s fall-
en soldiers at the National
War Memorial. His father
Surendra Singh Chauhan
was also present at the me-
morial.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Veteran actor Asha
Parekh was on Friday hon-
oured with the Dada Saheb
Phalke award, the highest
recognition in the field of
Indian cinema. Parekh, 79,
was presented the award
by President Droupadi
Murmu during the 68th
National Film Awards cer-
emony, held at Vigyan
Bhawan here. The veteran
said she is grateful to re-
ceive the prestigious
award a day before her
80th birthday. “It is a huge
honour to have received
the Dada Saheb Phalke
award. It makes me very
grateful that the recogni-
tion comes to me just one
day before my 80th birth-
day. “This is the best hon-
our I could get from the
Government of India. I
would like to thank the
jury for the recognition

that they have bestowed
upon me, my long journey
and fulfilling the journey
in the film industry,” said
Parekh, who is the recipi-
ent of the award for the
year 2020. Describing the
Indian film industry as the
“best place” to be in, the
actor said she continues to
be attached to the movies
in her own small way even
after 60 years. “Our film in-
dustry is the best place to
be in. And I would like to
suggest to the youngsters
who are in this industry to
have perseverance, deter-

mination, discipline, and
to be grounded, and I con-
gratulate all the awardees
tonight,” she added. The
five-member Dada Saheb
Phalke Award committee
— comprising Asha
Bhosle, Hema Malini,
Poonam Dhillon, Udit
Narayan, and TS
Nagabharana — selected
Parekh for the honour.

Parekh, whose stardom
was at par with male con-
temporaries Rajesh
Khanna, Rajendra Kumar
and Manoj Kumar in the
1960s-1970s, started her act-
ing career at the age of 10
with the 1952 film
“Aasmaan”. In a career
spanning over five
decades, she starred in
over 95 films that include
titles such as “Dil Deke
Dekho”, “Kati Patang”,
“Teesri Manzil”, “Baharon
Ke Sapne”, “Pyar Ka
Mausam”, and “Caravan”.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI):

The Railways will re-
lease a new all-India time
table for trains which will
come into effect from
October 1, the national
transporter said Friday.

The ‘Trains At A Glance
(TAG)’ will be released on
the railway’s official web-
site www. indianrail-
ways.gov.in.

The time table will also
reflect the 106 new servic-
es introduced during 2021-
22, 212 services extended
and frequency of 24 servic-
es increased.

A slew of premium
trains has also been intro-
duced like the Vande
Bharat Express trains
which are operating from
New Delhi to Varanasi and
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Katra. One more Vande
Bharat Express train has
been introduced between

Gandhinagar and
Mumbai. To provide suffi-
cient time for the mainte-
nance of the fixed infra-
structure like track struc-
ture, signaling gears, over-
head equipment, it has
been planned to ensure
provision of fixed corridor
blocks. The Railways con-
verted 187 rakes of ICF to
LHB during 2021-2022.

“Necessary changes in
the time table have been
incorporated to improve
punctuality. Due to con-
certed efforts the punctu-
ality of Mail/Express
trains has improved by
about 9 pc as compared to
the punctuality during pre
Covid (2019-20).

“The rakes at different
maintenance depots have
been standardized by inte-
gration of the rake links to
improve flexibility in oper-
ations and thereby help in
improving punctuality,” it

said. In 2021-22, 60 conven-
tional passenger services
have been replaced by
MEMUs thereby increas-
ing the overall mobility of
the system, it said.

The railways runs about
3,240 mail/express trains
which include Vande
Bharat Express, Gatimaan
Express, Rajdhani
Express, Shatabdi
Express, Humsaafar
Express, Tejas Express,
Duronto Express,
Antyodaya Express, Garib
Rath Express, Sampark
Kranti Express, Yuva
Express, Uday Express,
Janshatabdi Express and
other types of trains.

In addition, about 3,000
passenger trains and 5,660
suburban trains are also
operated over the Indian
Railways network. The
volume of passengers car-
ried daily is about 2.23
crore.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The competent authority
under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA) has approved an
order of seizure of over Rs
5,551 crore worth of de-
posits of Chinese mobile
phone manufacturer
Xiaomi, the highest amount
frozen till date in India, the
ED said Friday.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had issued
the order of seizure on
April 29 under the FEMA
and later sent it for ap-
proval of the competent au-
thority, as required under
the law that regulates for-
eign exchange violations in
the country. The order has
been issued under section
37A of the FEMA against
Xiaomi Technology India
Private Ltd, the federal
agency said in a statement.
“This is the highest amount
of seizure order in India

which has been confirmed
by the authority till date.
“The authority, while con-
firming the seizure of Rs
5,551.27 crore, held that ED
is right in holding that for-
eign exchange equivalent to
Rs 5,551.27 crore has been
transferred out of India by
Xiaomi India in an unau-
thorised manner and is
held outside India on behalf
of the group entity in con-
travention of Section 4 of
the FEMA,” the agency
said. The competent au-
thority also observed that
the payment of royalty is
nothing but a tool to trans-
fer the foreign exchange out
of India and the same is in
“blatant violation” of the
provisions of FEMA, it
said. Xiaomi is a trader and
distributor of mobile
phones in the country
under the brand name of
MI and Xiaomi India is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
China-based Xiaomi Group.

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Prices of natural gas,
which is used to generate
electricity, make fertiliser
and is converted into CNG
to run automobiles, were
on Friday hiked by a steep
40 per cent to record levels,
in step with global firming
up of energy rates.

The rate paid for gas
produced from old fields,
which make up for about
two-thirds of all gas pro-
duced in the country, was
hiked to USD 8.57 per mil-
lion British thermal units
from the current USD 6.1,
according to an order from
the oil ministry’s
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC).

Simultaneously, the
price of gas from difficult
and newer fields like the
ones in Reliance
Industries Ltd and its part-
ner bp plc operated

deepsea D6 block in KG
basin, was hiked to USD
12.6 per mmBtu from USD
9.92, the order said. These
are the highest rates for
administered/regulated
fields (like ONGC’s
Bassein field off the
Mumbai coast) and free-
market areas (such as the
KG basin).

Also, this will be the
third increase in rates
since April 2019 and comes
on the back of firming
benchmark international
prices. Gas is an input for
making fertiliser as well
as generating electricity. It
is also converted into CNG
and piped to household
kitchens for cooking pur-
poses. A steep increase in
prices is likely to reflect in
higher rates for CNG and
piped natural gas (PNG),
which has in the last one
year risen by over 70 per
cent.

PM flags off Vande Bharat train
Launches Ahmedabad metro; says cities will shape India’s destiny

PM Modi flags off the Gandhinagar-Mumbai Vande
Bharat Express train, in Gandhinagar, Friday. 

‘Will tackle all challenges 
and difficulties together’

Gen Anil Chauhan

Asha Parekh receives 
Dada Saheb Phalke award

Railways  new all-India time
table, to be effective from today

Gas prices hiked 40 %;
CNG, PNG to cost more

ED gets nod to seize 
Rs 5551 cr deposits of Xiaomi
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Bhilai, Sep 30: Bhilai
Nagar MLA Devendra
Yadav is constantly visiting
various wards one by one,
meeting and interacting
with people to understand
their problems. Thereafter,
taking necessary steps to
solve the issues. In this se-
quel Devendra reached
Sector 1 on Friday. He
moved into all the streets,
met the people, bowed at the
feet of elders and took
blessings as well as sought
suggestions on how to fur-
ther develop the area.

The Bhilainagar MLA
first reached the
Laxminarayan temple in
Sector 1, where he offered
prayers for happiness,

peace, prosperity of the
people of the city. After that
he met the people of the
area. He met the SHG
women's groups of Sector 1
that are making Phenyl etc.
To help them sell the prod-
ucts, a mini Mother's
Market will be started for
them in the ward, so that

women can easily sell their
products. After that they in-
spected all the lanes of road
12, 13, 14, 15 one by one.

The women told the prob-
lems of the ward  and de-
manded some essential
basic facilities in Swami
Vivekananda Garden. On
this Devendra said that he

would get the garden reno-
vated. Special facilities will
also be made for women
here. On the complaint by
the women that there is a
gathering of anti-social ele-
ments in the garden at
night time, due to which
people have a big problem.
The MLA immediately
called the SP and told the
problem as well as asked to
take immediate action.

While having tea near
Sector 1 SBI Bank branch,
the MLA was briefed by the
people in the locality about
the potholed roads which
get filled with water mak-
ing it difficult to traverse
them. Also the cleanliness
in the ward is also not being
done properly. Several other
issues were also discussed.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  3300:: Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is continuously
working towards keeping the
city of Bhilai clean and beauti-
ful. In this sequel, illegal
posters and publicity materials
like pamphlets, hoardings are
being removed by the
Corporation team every day. 

Continuing the action on
Friday as well, such illegal pro-
motional material was re-
moved from Supela Square to
Gada Square. Fine was im-
posed on those who ignored
repeated warnings and contin-
ued to use the display materi-
al. A fine of Rs 5600 was col-
lected from 7 shops. 

Corporation Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar and
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi have given in-

structions to the
officers to re-
move illegal pub-
licity material
and random
posters pasted on
g o v e r n m e n t
property. 

In compliance
with the order of
the Commi-ssion-
er of the
Corporation, the
employees are
taking action to
remove the illegal
publicity materi-
als from the road-
side and those
displayed on the
electric poles. 

Simul-taneous-
ly, publicity mate-
rials placed on the divider or
electric poles including the

side of the road were also re-
moved. Such posters have

been hanging on the pole since
long and were creating hin-

drance to commuters on the
road. Action was taken in all
the zones to remove the
posters which were spoiling
the beauty of the city, which
were put up in government
properties without permis-
sion. 

The posters which could be
easily removed were pulled
out by using human resources
and those which were difficult
to remove, were taken out
with the use of earthmovers. 

Similar action will be taken
in every ward of the city.
Notices will be issued to those
who put up publicity material
in government properties
without permission and also
fine can be recovered.
Assistant Revenue Officers
Parmeshwar Chandrakar and
Rajesh Sharma were present
during the action.

CCET organises farewell for Rev Fr Philip Kuruvilla
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: "Word good
bye is definitely the end of
one phase but it also marks
the beginning of a new
phase". Christian College of
Engineering and technolo-
gy bade farewell to Rev Fr
Philip Kuruvilla
( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Coordinator) on September
27, 2022.

The programme started
with welcome address by
Principal Dr Dipali Soren.
She mentioned that father
has fuelled the CCET at-
mosphere with positivity
and enthusiasm after the
gloomy phase of Covid.

The presidential address
was given by Chairman His
Grace Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius, who enlightened
the fact how he was sure
that a shining personality

like Rev Fr Philip Kuruvilla
is needed to uplift the posi-
tion of college and he
proudly mentioned that it
happened in few months
under his guidance.

His Grace also focused
on the fact that extracurric-
ular responsibilities are
also important along with
teaching learning process.
Newly appointed Executive
Vice Chairman Rev Fr Dr

PS Varghese quoted
Warren Bennis to felicitate
Fr Philip on this occasion.

"Leadership is the capac-
ity to translate vision into
reality". Within a short
span of 8 months Fr Philip
rejuvenated the entire cam-
pus with his wholistic ap-
proach to education. He
wished him all success in
the future endevours. Staff
of CCET Bhilai and stu-

dents dedicated a melodi-
ous song on this occasion.

In his reply speech Rev
Fr Philip Kuruvilla said
that he does not want to
concise his feelings into
words but all will have a
special place in his heart
forever. CCET family along
with Management present-
ed a small token of love to
mark this occasion a mem-
orable one.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: New flash
butt welding machine for
welding of rails has been
installed at Rail and
Structural Mill. The weld
parameters as per Railway
standards have been
achieved in a record time of
one and a half month.

Within a fortnight of
startup the machine not
only exceeded the perform-

ance of old welding ma-
chine, but also set two new
shift benchmarks s in suc-
cession: 12 panels 39 joints
on September 27, 2022  C
shift and 13 panels 44 joints
on September 28, 2022 A
shift. To felicitate the excel-
lent performance, Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works) invited
employees of RSM and ap-
preciated them. Speaking
on the occasion he congrat-
ulated the collective and

said that he looks forward
to many more such moti-
vated performances from
team in the future.

He lauded the team for
fast stabilization and ramp-
ing up of new machine and
benchmarks achieved. He
honoured the shift manag-
er TS Manoj and operation
team, Mechanical team led
by KN Malick and electri-
cal team led by Abhilash
Gupta.

Continuous 1000 Accident Free Days 
in Instrumentation Department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant is tak-
ing continuous efforts to
ensure Safety enrichment
culture in the organisa-
tion. Interventions by
Departmental Safety
Officers (DSO's), Safety
warriors and other manu-
al interventions have led
to Safe work practices.
One of these initiatives by
Instrumentation depart-
ment has yielded positive
results. Instrumentation
Department has complet-
ed 1000 accident free days
on September 29, 2022.

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n
Department provides 24x7
services of measuring,
monitoring and control of
process and environment
parameters of all shops
from COCCD, BFs, SMS,

Mills, PBS, SPs, RMPs and
other auxiliary units. The
Shop's employees are al-
ways on alert mode to
meet the shop require-
ments and also attend the
preventive maintenance

and breakdown jobs of old
units and Modex units.

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n
Department has prepared
itself to meet challenge of
no accidents by conduct-
ing many activities and

taking new initiatives so
that its personnel do not
get trapped in Near miss
cases and convert into ac-
cidents. The department
has initiated issue of PPE
card to all contractual per-

sons, which has been
made mandatory
throughout BSP for all
contracts.

S i m i l a r l y ,
Instrumentation depart-
ment conducts regular
safety evaluation, yoga
sessions, counselling ses-
sions for its employees.
I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n
Department was feted by
Asit Saha, CGM I/c (M&U)
and GP Singh, Acting
CGM (Safety & Fire
Services) on September 29,
2022 for completing 1000
accident free days. All
Senior officers of depart-
ment PN Maravi, Joseph
M Joy, AM Danny and
Section I/cs along with
their staff participated in
the proceedings. The pro-
gramme was organised by
SR Jatrele, GM-
Instrumentation DSO.

Police to crack Kapsada
murder mystery soon

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: Police
have almost solved the
sensational incident in
which four members of a
family including two mi-
nors were bludgeoned to
death with an axe at vil-
lage Kapsada situated in
Kumhari Police Station
limits. It needs to be men-
tioned here that bodies of
the man, wife and their
two children were recov-
ered from the farm where
they lived and worked as
labourers.

According to trusted
sources, some close rela-
tives and friends of the de-
ceased were involved in
this shocking incident.
Money earned through il-
legal activities, illicit rela-
tionships, etc were the
cause of this criminal inci-
dent. All the suspects are

being quizzed by the inves-
tigation team. The prime
suspect has reportedly
confessed the crime. On
the basis of his statement,
his accomplices have been
taken into custody from
Orissa.

Police are recording the
statements of all the sus-
pects and are verifying
their statements with the
help of technical inputs

and evidence. Durg Police
is likely to disclose the
facts of this case very soon.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the incident oc-
curred on the intervening
night of Thursday at
Poonaram Tondon's farms
situated at village
Kapsada of Kumhari. The
deceased were Bholanath
Yadav (34), his wife Naila
Yadav (30) and their chil-

dren Mukta (12) and
Pramod (7). The family
lived at a house construct-
ed in the farms of
Poonaram Tondon and
worked as labourers here.

This sensational inci-
dent was the outcome of
the disputes among the
family members. Younger
brother of the deceased
had partied with his
friends and had consumed
liquor late evening on
Wednesday. Huge cash was
also recovered from his
possession and there were
injury marks on his head.

Bholanath, his brothers
and father Rajbhar Yadav
had taken 2-3 vegetable
farms in this area on con-
tract. They were earning
livelihood by working
these farms. The deceased
had earned a lot of money
allegedly by allowing ille-
gal activities in his farm.
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Another eleven involved in
online-betting arrested

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: Police have
arrested another eleven
persons involved in online
betting. Durg Police has ar-
rested more than 100 per-
sons for this category of of-
fence in the last ten days.

In the recent arrests, po-
lice recovered 7430 cash,
mobile phones, betting
records etc from the posses-
sion of the accused. It was a
joint operation conducted
by the Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and different
police stations.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they have
been conducting an inten-
sive operation against the
illegal online betting as
well as Satta-Patti for the
last few days.

A number of ruffians in-
volved in this illegal activi-
ty have been arrested. The
network of informers has

been activated and vigil is
being maintained on the
activities of suspects. In
this sequel, another eleven
bookies have been arrest-
ed.

The accused are identi-
fied as Rajesh Boyar (26) of
Santrabadi Durg; Firoz Ali
(40) of Takiyapara, Durg;
Salim Hashmi (63) of

Subhash Nagar Durg; Anil
Sao (29) of Ramnagar;
Kriparam Verma (58) of
Vaishalinagar; Om
Prakash Lange (48) of
Vaishali Nagar; Manoj
Verma (32) of Vaishali
Nagar; Paramjeet Singh
(32) of Ramnagar; Rahul
Kurre (30) of Sirsakhurd;
Ganesh Ram Dewangan

(48) of Umda, Old Bhilai;
and Nitesh Dongre (33) of
Umda Old Bhilai.

During the ten eight
days, Police have so far
taken against more than
100 people associated with
online betting activity. The
special operation of the
Durg Police will continue
in future as well.

ED(Works) felicitates
welding team of RSM

BMC removing illegal posters and 
publicity material from public places

Devendra reaches Sector 1 
and interacts with residents

Body of young banker 
recovered from river Sheonath  
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 30: Body of
a young banker has
been recovered from the
River Sheonath on
Friday. His car was
found on the old bridge
of the river at Pulgaon
on Thursday. After
about 30 hours, the body
of the banker was fished
out from the river by the
SDRF team of SDRF.
Pulgaon Police has reg-
istered a case and inves-
tigations are on.

According to informa-
tion, the deceased was
Palash Agrawal (28) a
resident of
Rajnandgaon. He was
working as Manager in
a private bank at Raipur
and was living in

Raipur for the past
some time. He was de-
pressed due to his bro-
ken engagement. It is
suspected that he com-
mitted suicide due to
this reason only.

Pulgaon Police in-
formed that the local
fishermen had in-
formed that a car has
been abandoned on the
old bridge of River
Sheonath. Police team
reached the spot and
found that two mobile
phones, ropes, etc were
lying inside the car.

On the basis of the
car registration details,
police contacted the
owner after which
Rajnandgaon based
Anil Agrawal reached
Durg and confirmed

that the car belongs to
his son Palash Agrawal.

He informed that
Palash was engaged
with a girl of Raipur
and the girl's family had
broken the engagement
on Wednesday. Palash
was highly depressed
after this incident. As
he was alone in Raipur,
the family spoke to him
on mobile phone and
tried to console him till
late night on
Wednesday.

Later he switched off
the mobile phone. It is
suspected that Palash
reached Durg in his car
and jumped into the
river allegedly to com-
mit suicide. Police are
exploring all possible
angles of the case.
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BJP to hold road 
blockade on October 8

Raipur, Sep 30:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would stage road
blockade on October 8 to
register protest against
the reduction of reserva-
tion for the tribals.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office sit-
uated at Ekatma Parishar,
the BJP leaders Nand
Kumar Sai, Kedar
Kashyap and Vikas
Markam questioned the
silence on part of tribal
leaders from Congress
and added they should
clear their stand on reduc-
tion of 12% reservations
of Tribal community. BJP

leaders also raised de-
mand that the state gov-
ernment should bring out
Ordinance to increase the
reservation for the tribals.
Sai said that the agitation
would be launched
against the state govern-
ment on the reservation
issues in all the Tribal
Divisions and added that
they would also take up
road blockade. He further
alleged that the local re-
cruitments too have been

stopped and added that a
resolution would also be
adopted through village
sabha to keep the reserva-
tions intact.

BJP Spokesperson
Kedar Kashyap added that
MLAs’s residence would
be gheroed from October
13 to 18 to register protest
and added that motor
cycle rally too would be
taken out in all the block
headquarters after the fes-
tival of Deepalwali.

DURGOTSAV

Idol of Maa Durga installed by Maa Vaishnavi Durgotsav
Samiti, Tulsi Nagar Kushalpur Raipur.

Paddy procurement from
1st Nov in Chhattisgarh

Raipur, Sep 30: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
today held a meeting of
divisional commissioners
and district collectors
through video-conferenc-
ing to review prepara-
tions for paddy procure-
ment beginning on
November 1, 2022. He told
the collectors to complete
all preparations for paddy
procurement within stip-
ulated time frame. The
Chief Secretary instruct-
ed collectors for verifica-
tion of Girdawari (crop
harvest inspection) in
gram sabhas (village
meetings).

He told collectors to
make sure that no regis-
tration of government
land is done in paddy field
under any circumstances.
Instructions were given to
make proper arrange-
ments for depositing the

fortified rice procured by
the millers in FCI. While
discussing inter-district
custom milling the Chief
Secretary instructed to
transport paddy for
milling in the districts
with maximum number
of millers.

The Chief Secretary in-
structed all the district
collectors to make all nec-
essary arrangements for
human resources, elec-
tricity, water, cap cover,
platform, token, weighing
machine, gunny etc. at the
paddy procurement cen-
ters at the earliest. Jain
asked the Secretary of the

Food Department to hold
meeting at the divisional
level to review the prepa-
rations of all the districts
before beginning of the
procurement of paddy.

The Chief Secretary
said that in the
‘Girdawari’ of the farm-
ers registered for the sale
of paddy, correct informa-
tion should be marked on
all the points including
the area of ??paddy. He in-
structed to specially mark
the information of farm-
ers taking other crops in
place of paddy this year
as compared to previous
years.

Against reduction
of tribal reserva-
tions 

Tribal leaders
demand Ordinance
from govt to
increase reserva-
tions

Chief Secretary
reviews prepara-
tions

Collector discusses points
specified for collectors

conference

Raipur, Sep 30:
Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure held a meeting
of district level officers
in the Collectorate
meeting hall here
today. He asked to up-
date the information
while making all neces-
sary preparations re-
garding the collector’s
conference to be held in
the near future under
the chairmanship of
the Chief Minister.

According to Dr
Bhure the officers of
the district administra-
tion have an important
role to play in bringing
the plans and decisions
of the government to
the ground. He gave
necessary instructions
after discussing agenda
with the officials of the
concerned department
for the collector’s con-
ference.

The Collector re-
views progress in vari-
ous works such as as-
sessment of effect of
excess rains and scanty

rains on agriculture,
promotion of organic
farming, Godhan
Nayay Yojana, procure-
ment and marketing of
cowdung and cow
urine, haat bazaar clin-
ic yojana, urban slum
health scheme,
Atmanand School
Yojana, cent per cent
inspection of ashrams
and hotels,
Dhanwantari Medical
Store Scheme, C-Mart
Scheme, plantation
promotion scheme, reg-
ularisation of unautho-
rised constructions,
implementation of an-
nouncements made by
the Chief Minister, im-
plementation of the an-
nouncements made
during ‘Bhent-
Mulakat’ programme,
Krishna Kunj Yojana
and online single win-
dow for development of
colonies.Additional
Collector BB
Panchbhai, SDMs and
other concerned offi-
cers were present at the
meeting.

Amitesh wins silver medal in
Skating event of National Games

Raipur, Sep 30:
Amitesh Mishra gave
first success to
Chhattisgarh in the
36th National Games by
securing silver medal
in the 10000 Metres
Speed Skating event on
Friday. Coach Daljit
Singh, Chef D Mission
Dr Atul Shukla and
Deputy Mission
Rupendra Chouhan
congratulated him on
his success by watching

his performance.
Similarly, Bhagwat

Singh Porte finished
23rd position to qualify
for the Final Round in
the Archery event.

Bhagwat quali-
fies for Final in
Archery event

Raipur, Sep 30: On the
occasion of the
International Day of
Older Persons, a state-
level event will be or-
ganized by the Social
Welfare Department in
Sardar Balveer Singh
Juneja Indoor Stadium
in Raipur on 1 October
from 12 pm. On this oc-
casion, the Social
Welfare Minister Mrs.
Anila Bhediya, and
many senior citizens
from various districts
including public repre-
sentatives will be pres-
ent. The senior citizens

will be honored during
the event, and many
programs will be organ-
ized.

It is noteworthy that
the International Day of
Older Persons is cele-
brated every year on 1
October to develop a
positive social environ-
ment for retaining the
protection, security, and
honor of senior citizens.
Respecting this tradi-
tion, various events are
organized in all the dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh
including the state capi-
tal Raipur every year.

State-level event in Indoor Stadium
on International Day of Older Persons

GRV’s heart melts at Gift of life ceremony 
Raipur, Sep 30: A day
after ‘World Heart Day’
one of India’s original lit-
tle masters and legendary
c r i c k e t e r
G.R.Vishwanath’s heart
was touched at the Gift of
life given to children who
underwent surgery for
congenital heart problem
at Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital at
Atal Nagar, Nava Raipur.

Gundappa Ranganath
Viswanath, who has been
in the city for Legends
Road Safety World Series
2022, visited Sanjeevani
Hospital along with for-
mer Indian Cricketer Suru
Naik on Friday. During
their visit, legends met
children who got operated
and presented them ‘Gift of
Life’ certificates. They in-
teracted with children,
parents and hospital staff.
GRV and Suru Naik also
visited Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Women and
Child Hospital.

After spending almost
two hours in hospital, GRV
said, “Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital’s
work in treating children
with Congenital Heart
Disease is a noble and hu-
mane work. I have been as-
sociated with this organi-
sation for decades and
know their noble thoughts

and works closely. A hospi-
tal without a billing count-
er is unimaginable in this
world. Sanjeevani hospital
has served lakhs of chil-
dren and done more than
22,000 surgeries without
taking a single rupee from
their parents. The impact
which made on this society
is unimaginable.”

“Most of the children
who come to this hospital
are from poor back-
grounds. They cannot af-
ford treatment in any
other hospitals. Serving
these underserved and
making a lifelong positive
impact on poor families is
not a simple job. Every par-
ent on this planet lives for
their children. In this sce-
nario, saving a child is
nothing but saving a fami-
ly and its future.
Sanjeevani hospital is
doing an immense service
to nation building by keep-
ing poor children’s health
intact” GRV expressed his

gratitude.
“I have never seen or

heard about this type of
service in the health sector
in my entire life. This is not
just a free of cost children’s
hospital. This is an ocean
of love and life. What a hu-
mane and humongous ef-
fort this is? Sanjeevani
Hospitals are doing great
work not only serving
India, but also in many
countries, which no one
else can do. Children are
the future of this world
and saving their life and
keeping them in a healthi-
er state is the responsibili-
ty of a nation. Sanjeevani
is solely taking that respon-
sibility in a humane way”
mesmerised Suru Naik ex-
pressed his thoughts.

Sri Sathya Sai Health
and Education Trust
Chairman Dr C. Sreenivas,
Dr. Ragini Pandey, other
Doctors, nurses and staff
members were present
during this legend’s visit.

‘Jewellery World’ exhibition inaugurated
Raipur, Sep 30: India’s
Iconic Exhibitors work on
their mission to bring au-
thentic jewellery easily
accessible to every corner
in India. Bringing to you
their latest offering which
includes top jewellers
from all over India and
the most delightfully ex-
quisite jewellery designs.

The jewellery exhibi-
tion  ‘Jewellery World’ in-
auguration ceremony was

held on September 30, at
Hotel Babylon
International, VIP road,
Raipur. Chief Guests of

the function Mr Kuldeep
Juneja, MLA, Aijaz
Dhebar, Raipur Municipal
Corporation, Mayor and
Madhu Arora, President,
Mahila Chamber. The in-
augural panel members
present on the occasion
included Kajal Sachdev,
Seema Agarwal, Monika
Surana, Monika Jaggi
and Veena Dani. Top jew-
ellers like One Glass Shoe,
Amirah The Heritage

Jewellery, Elmas
Diamonds, Navkar
Jewellers, Shringar
Jewellers, Mahavir Ashok
Jewellers, Karel Jewels,
PR Ratna Jewellers,
Arshia Jewellers, JKJ
Jewellers participated in
the mega event. The exhi-
bition got massive re-
sponse on day one with
large number of visitors
visting the exhibition on
the inuagural day.

Discussion held on increasing danger of air pollution 

Raipur, Sep 30:
Increasing dangers of air
pollution and its adverse
effects on human health
were discussed at a two-
day national workshop, or-
ganized by Health
Department in collabora-
tion with World Health
Organisation (WHO) in
the capital Raipur from 28-
29 September 2022, under
the National Climate
Change and Human
Health Programme in
Chhattisgarh. Information
on measures to prevent air
pollution was also given in

the workshop.
On the first day of the

workshop, on 28
September, community
tour of the participants
was conducted to study
the ill effects of air pollu-
tion on health. To under-
stand the referral system,
AIIMS Raipur and District
Hospital, Raipur were also
visited.

A p p r e c i a t i n g

Chhattisgarh model for
the measures to prevent
air pollution and public
awareness in the state ex-
perts called for similar
steps in other states also.
The workshop was attend-
ed by National Centre for
Decease Control New
Delhi Additional Director
Dr Akash Shrivastav,
Deputy Director Dr
Rameshwar, nodal state

nodal officers, Prof Dr
Ajay Kumar Behra, Head
of Department of
Pulmonary Disease,
AIIMS Raipur, state nodal
officer of National
Programme for Climate
Change and Human
Health Dr Dharmendra
Gahwai, State Advisor and
advisor of National
Human Resource Centre
Raipur.

Rule for regularization of unauthorized
constructions simplified

Raipur, Sep 30: People
are now getting the facili-
ty of regularization of
unauthorizedly con-
structed portions on
houses and plots. With
simplification of rules on
the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, as many as 89
such unauthorized con-
struction works of
Raipur city have been reg-
ularized on Thursday. Out
of 91 cases of unautho-
rized constructions
which were submitted for
regularization in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
area, 89 cases were con-
sidered for regularization
while remaining two
cases were rejected due to
lack of provision of park-
ing, at the first meeting of
the Regularisation
Authority Committee,
chaired by Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure.

The committee ap-
proved regularization of
89 cases after extensive
deliberations. Out of
these 63 cases are of resi-

dential and 26 cases of
non-residential unautho-
rized constructions. SSP
Prashant Agrawal,
Municipal Commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi
along with Zone
Commissioners of all the
zones of Raipur
Municipal Corporation
were present at the meet-
ing which was held at
Collectorate meeting hall.
Zone-wise consideration
was given to regularizing
unauthorized construc-
tion works in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
area. Approval for regu-
larization was given after
considering the cases
under the provisions of
the Chhattisgarh
U n a u t h o r i z e d
Development Regulation
Act.

Approval was given to
regularise unauthorised
constructions in four resi-

dential cases of Raipur
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) Zone-1, 3 cases in

Zone-2, 7 cases in Zone-3,
1 case in Zone-4, 2 cases in
Zone-5, 9 cases in Zone-6, 1
case in Zone-7, 11 cases in
Zone-8, 23 cases in Zone 9
and 2 cases in Zone-10.
Similarly, 03 in zone one,
05 in zone two, 05 in zone
three, 04 in zone five, 04 in
zone seven, 01 in zone
nine and 04 in zone ten in
non-residential cases
were approved for regu-
larization of unautho-
rized construction.

‘Rajbhasha Fortnight’ held at
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin Bank

Raipur, Sep 30: ‘Rajbhasha
Fortnight’ program conclud-
ed  at Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank’s head office-
Raipur held under the chair-
manship of Mr. Vijay
Basant Raikwad, State Bank
of India, State Level
Bankers Committee and
was presided by Chairman
of Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank, Mr. IK Gohil.
On this occasion, Chairman
of Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank, Mr. IK Gohil
said that Hindi is not only
our official language but
also a symbol of our pride.
Hindi is not only a language
connecting India, but it is a
symbol of our self-respect,

tradition, civilization and
culture. He said that Hindi
is not only a language but an
expression of our feelings
and identity. Gohil called
upon the bank staff to pro-
mote the use of Hindi. On
this occasion, the Chief
Guest said that Hindi lan-
guage is the dignity of the
country, so one should ex-
change ideas in Hindi only.
General Manager Mr. Vijay
Agarwal said that the pur-
pose of celebrating
Rajbhasha Fortnight is to
bring awareness about
Hindi. Hindi is the most spo-
ken language in India.
Respect the official language
Hindi, he added. General

Manager AK Nirala said on
this occasion that Hindi is
the language of the heart.
Use Hindi as much as possi-
ble in work. Various compe-
titions related to Hindi were
organised among the staff
commissioners during the
fortnight. The winners of
the competition were
Bindiya Shah, Sudhir Pal,
Abhilash Awasthi, Ratan
Jha, Neelima Pradhan,
Naveen Sharma, Sandeep
Kumar, Apoorva Upadhyay,
Sanjay Goyal, Sonam Sahu
were feliciated by the Chief
Guest and the Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin
Bank. Bank’s General
Manager Arvind Mittal,
Assistant General Manager
GN Murthy and  Satish
Kashyap  also addressed the
program and congratulated
all the winning participants.
The program was conducted
by Rajbhasha Adhikari,
Rakesh Kumar Mishra. The
vote of thanks was proposed
by Prabhu Bedi. A large
number of staff of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin
Bank were present in the
program.

‘Raktdaan Amrit Mahotsav : National 
Mega Blood Donation Drive’

O n the occasion of
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's birthday
September 17 , Union
health ministry has start-
ed  a mega drive for volun-
tary blood donation , and
hopes to match the
tremendous response that
it received  during a day -
long special Covid vacci-
nation drive held on his
birthday last year2021. It
saw nearly 25 million
Covid  vaccine doses ad-
ministered across the
country on a single day -
record that has not been
matched yet . The volun-
tary blood donation drive
will go on till October 1 ,
which is the national vol-
untary blood donation day
. This exercise is named
“Raktdaan Amrit
Mahotsav” in line with the
government's series of ac-
tivities planned under
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
. To facilitate the process ,
the health ministry has
also launched E - Rakt
Kosh portal where people
willing to donate blood can

formally register . The reg-
istration has begun from
September 17 onwards .
Another option for donors
to register is using the
Arogya Setu App as the
government has made
changes to the app to in-
clude an option for donor
registration . Also , people
will get the option to know
which is the nearest place
they can go to , either to
donate blood or to get
blood .

This initiative is  to mo-

tivate donors and create a
database so that they can
do repeat donations  and
the need for replacement
donors at the time of issu-
ing blood units is done
away with. Presently  sev-
eral blood banks expect a
replacement donor
against issuing blood or
blood components . The
purpose behind the cam-
paign launch is to increase
awareness about the need
for regular non remuner-
ated voluntary blood dona-
tion and to create opportu-
nities for social mobiliza-
tion and social cohesive-
ness for the the cause of
blood donation . This is to
ensure that blood / compo-
nents ( whole blood /
packed red Cells // plasma
/ platelets ) are available ,
accessible , affordable and
safe .

Blood is the most pre-
cious gift that anyone can
give to another person - the
gift of life . A decision to

donate your blood can save
the life of one or even sev-
eral people . There is a con-
stant need for a regular
supply of blood because
blood can be stored only for
a limited period of time be-
fore use. Regular blood do-
nation by a sufficient num-
ber of healthy people is
needed to ensure that blood
will always be available
whenever and wherever it
is needed . Any healthy in-
dividual between the ages
of 18 to 65 can donate blood
every three months , It
dose not harm to donor in
any way . Even if there are
health reasons why you
cannot actually give blood ,
you can still help to give
the gift of life by encourag-
ing your family and friends
to become blood donors . If
you are a blood donor , you
are a hero to someone ,
somewhere , who received
your gracious gift of life .
Every second , someone in
the world needs blood .

Many patients die every
day because they do not
have access to safe blood
when they need it . The
blood shortage has a par-
ticular impact on children
with severe life - threaten-
ing anaemia caused by
malaria and malnutrition ,
trauma victims and
women with complications
of pregnancy . A signifi-
cant number of deaths
could be avoided if every
hospital had consistent ac-
cess to a safe supply of this
lifesaving resource . This
can only be achieved
through a significant in-
crease in the number of
people who choose to do-
nate blood regularly and on
a voluntary basis so that
blood is always available
for patients whose treat-
ment depends on transfu-
sion.

Blood is meant to 
circulate,

Donate yours to save
life.

(Author himself has
donated blood 118 times
till date )  
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Raipur, Sep 30: TVS
Motor Company unveiled
the new TVS iQube Electric
scooter series that come
loaded with best-in-class on-
road range, in Raipur today
after receiving an over-
whelming response in the
city. The scooters offer a
host of intelligent connect-
ed features such as 7” TFT
touch screen and clean UI,
infinity theme personalisa-
tion, voice assist and TVS
iQube Alexa skillset, intu-
itive music player control,
OTA updates, charging
with a plug-and-play carry
along charger, vehicle
health and safety notifica-
tions, multiple Bluetooth
and Cloud Connectivity op-

tions, 32 litre storage space,
and much more.

Backed by the steadfast
and trusted TVS Motor’s
engineering capabilities,
TVS iQube results from ro-
bust testing, ably comple-
mented by well-established
network support, a relation-
ship manager, and a holistic
digital ecosystem. Mr.
Manu Saxena, Senior Vice
President - Future Mobility,
TVS Motor Company, said,
“The exciting all new TVS
iQube series provides more
choice to a large group of
customers. The new TVS
iQube series packs higher
range plus multiple charg-
ing options and comes with
class-leading display and UI

options. Additionally, it is
loaded with the new age
connected features, applica-
tions and connected on-de-
vice experience. We have
developed the new TVS
iQube through our exten-
sive R&D and validation
process, to further strength-
en TVS Motor’s quality
promise. We also firmly be-
lieve that with our far-
reaching network and
ecosystem we will deliver
superior customer satisfac-
tion and assurance.” TVS
iQube series offers a choice
of 3 variants, in 11 colours
and 3 charging options.
TVS iQube base version
comes with TVS Motor de-
signed battery specification
of 3.4 kWh and delivers a
practical 100 km on-road
range per charge, 5” TFT
with turn-by-turn naviga-
tion assist. TVS iQube and
TVS iQube S bookings are
open on our website.
Delivery of these models is
ongoing. TVS iQube and
TVS iQube S, will be avail-
able at attractive price
points of Rs. 1,16,535 and
Rs. 1,23,665 respectively (on-
road Chhattisgarh includ-
ing FAME II and state sub-
sidy).

89 unauthorized
constructions regu-
larized in Raipur
under new rule

Raipur: Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure has
appealed to the residents
of all the urban areas of
the district to regularize
unauthorized construc-
tion in their homes or
shops. He has said that
the administration sim-
plified rules. Now people
can easily get their unau-
thorized construction
regularized by paying the
prescribed fee after apply-
ing for the same.
Applications are being
taken only under the new
rules now. For this, an ap-
plication can be submit-

ted in the office of the
concerned Municipal
Corporation or
Municipal Council.
Applications will be sub-
mitted to the Municipal
Corporation Town
Planning Office to regu-
larize the unauthorized
construction. The collec-
tor also told that the appli-
cant will also have to at-
tach the house papers,
photographs of the house,
the house plan made by
the architect and the re-
ceipt of property tax or
electricity bill along with
the application.

Collector asks people to get their unauthorized

constructions regularised

And its ill effects on
human health

Two-day National
Workshop on
Climate Change
and Human Health

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  3300:: CAIT  National
Senior Vice President Amar
Parwani, chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani, State
President Jitendra Doshi,  States
Working President Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State Working
General secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay Agrawal and
state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed that on the
issue of decriminalization of vari-
ous sections of the Legal
Metrology Act, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs convened a
meeting yesterday in New Delhi to
thrash out the provisions of the
Legal Metrology Act which
requires amendments.
Confederation of All India Traders
(CAIT) in the meeting stressed
that many sections of the law and
the rules needs decriminalization
to the extent that even minor mis-
takes or unintentional mistakes
are subject to criminal prosecution
which is against the canon of prin-
ciple of natural justice. CAIT said
that the officers of the Legal
Metrology should be given elec-
tronic gadgets for the purpose of
making challan as it is being used
by traffic police. CAIT welcomed
the decision of Union Minister Mr.
Piyush Goyal to decriminalize the
Legal Metrology Act which will
benefit the trading community

across the Country.
CAIT Senior National Vice

President Mr. Amar Parwani and
State President  Mr.  Jitendra said
that Mr.  Rohit  Kumar Singh,
Secretary, Ministry of Consumer
Affairs said that under the ease of
doing business vision of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi, the
Ministry is actively considering to
decriminalize several provisions of
the Act & Rules based on the con-
sultation held with the stakehold-
ers. He said that Union Consumer
Affairs Minister Mr. Piyush Goyal
has instructed the officers to take
immediate action in this direction
and few provisions have been
identified and the Ministry is
actively working on them.

Mr. Parwani and Mr. Doshi told
that CAIT  while raising the issue
said that section 25, 28, to 37, 39
and 41 to 47 provide for imprison-
ment up to one year for a subse-
quent and second offence. An
essential ingredient of criminal
offence is intention to commit
crime or mensrea . A contraven-
tion of this act can also happen
through some inadvertent human
error as well and for the same a
criminal intent cannot always be
seen.  Section 49  of the Act which
puts the top management at risk
of imprisonment for any contra-
vention of the Act which happens
in day-to-day functioning of the
company or factory. 

Few sections of Legal Metrology
will be decriminalised

TVS Motor Company unveils the new
TVS iQube Electric Scooters in Raipur

Mr. Nikhil Tanjeja, Sales Head - Electric Two-wheelers, TVS

Motor Company at the launch of TVS iQube in Raipur.



Arms supply going
rampant in the city

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Sep 30:
There have been many
revelations in the prelimi-
nary investigation of the
police regarding the sup-
ply of arms in the city and
as per information, it is
said that the weapons sup-
plied has many influential
names attached. After in-
cidences of frequent
crimes, the Police
Department is set to tight-
en the noose around the
suppliers.

It is to be known that in
the last few years' big inci-
dents like murder and
gangwar have started tak-
ing place in the city and
within a month, two major
incidents of double mur-
der took place. During
Ganesh festival, two
youths were killed due to
gang war in Nandai.

Not even a month
passed after this incident
that on the night of 23-24
September, two major
murders happened again
in the residential areas of
the city. However, there
was no link between the
two incidents. The similar-

ity in these incidents of
both the murders was that
the murder was done
somewhere else, the body
was shifted somewhere
else and disposed off.

The youth named
Govinda, who was mur-
dered in Tulsipur, was
shot dead and the Police
have recovered pistol
from the accused. After
this incident of shooting,
when the police interro-
gated the accused about
the supply of arms, many
big revelations have been
made. A month ago,
Basantpur police caught a
young man waving a pis-
tol in Gauravpath Road
and concerns have also in-
creased for the police due
to the availability of pis-
tols with the criminals.

It is said that this illegal
extortion game has en-
couraged the supply of
arms. Superintendent of
Police Praful Thakur said
that the names of many
white-collars have come
to the fore in the supply of
weapons. The police have
taken them on the radar
and investigation is 
going on.

Residents struggling
to get basic facilities 

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Sep 30: The
condition of Ward No. 2
Danteshwari Para, located
in the central part of the
city, has remained pathetic
for a long time. Due to the
neglect of the municipality,
the situation in the ward
has become such that due
to the absence of a drain in
the ward, the contaminated
water coming out of the
houses goes into the streets
and the dilapidated roads of
the ward remains filled
with potholes.

The ward councilor has
accused the ruling party
president of discrimina-
tion in accepting the
amount and said that the
amount should be approved
in view of the necessary
work in the ward.
According to the Congress
BJP, the acceptance of con-
struction work has dis-
turbed the residents of the

ward for basic facilities.
Councilor Rajesh Gajbhiye
said that not a single road
in the ward is usable, large
potholes as well as water
logging can be seen in each
of the routes.

Due to lack of develop-
ment work in the ward, the
residents of the ward said
that the councilors of the
ward are from the BJP and
due to the occupation of
the Congress in the munici-
pality of Dongargarh, the
development of the ward
has been hindered due to
discrimination in the mu-
nicipality.

Ward councilor Rajesh
Gajbhiye has told many
times to inform the munici-
pality about various con-
struction works in the
ward through letters for the
development of the ward,
but till now no solution has
been found regarding the
approval of necessary con-
struction work.

‘Navratri’ bring 
religious atmosphere

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Sep 30: There is
religious atmosphere and
enthusiasm all over the
city on occasion of
'Sharadiya Navratri' and
market too are abuzz with
activities and the traders
and businessmen have top-
up their stock-limits and
decorated their shops to at-
tract customers.

It is notable here that in
the fortnight-long
'Pitrapaksha', entire mar-
ket wore deserted looks,
but with arrival of
'Navratri' it has once again
brought back the enthusi-
asm and happier moments
for all.

With this the prepara-
tions for Diwali are in full
swing and they have start-
ed carrying out cleaning
and white-washing. At the
same time the 'bhajan

mandlis' too  have started
singing 'Jas-geet' in the
Durga Pandals and there
is full-religious atmos-
phere all over the place.

The people of city too
have started Diwali prepa-
rations and started deco-
rating houses and clean-
ing nearby areas and deco-
rating using colourful

'Rangolis'. In the idols of
Goddess Durga at city's
Sahu Gudi Chowk,
Thanapara, Fanspara, the
girls have made colourful
rangolis and at 'Fanspara'
there is a 'Rangoli' compe-
tition also and at Rani
Dharamshala there is
three-day Dandia competi-
tion in the offing.

Kawasi reaches naxal-affected
area Chintalnar by road

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Sep 30: This is the
first time that a minister
has come to our village by
road to listen to our prob-
lems and to solve them.
This is to say that the resi-
dents of village
Chintalnar settled within
44 km from Dornapal
Nagar Panchayat head-
quarter under Konta
block. Today, the convoy of
State Industries and
Excise Minister Kawasi
Lakhma reached
Chintalnar via road be-
tween them.

Where he met the people
and became aware of the
local problems. During
this, District Panchayat
Vice President Bodu Raja,
District Panchayat mem-
bers Mrs Adamma
Markam, Kartam Muya

and other public represen-
tatives, officers of admin-
istrative and police depart-
ments were present.

During the meeting, he
told about the develop-
ment works in Sukma dis-
trict and said that the top
priority of the govern-
ment is tribal develop-
ment. New welfare poli-
cies are being formulated

for their upliftment. Along
with this, work is being
done fulfilling the objec-
tive of development, trust
and security in the region.

Along with the pace of
development, the con-
struction of roads in the
interior area has also
given impetus to the busi-
ness. The villages where
electricity was not

reached, today electricity
has reached there.

He said that soon efforts
would be made to start bus
transport service between

Sukma to Bijapur and
Dantewada. He also met
innocent tribals released
from jail during the meet-
ing at Burkapal.
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Gift given in Chintalnar
Minister Lakhma announced an amount of 20 lakhs

for community building at Chintalnar on the demand
of the villagers. Along with this, he also announced to
give 6 lakh from MLA fund to Chintalnar Durga
Samiti for construction of the building. He said that
the ashram operated by the government administra-
tion on the main road is being operated again in the
original village. In the same sequence, saying that the
Kanya Ashram currently operating in Dornapal,
Chintalnar should be re-opened in Chintalnar, he an-
nounced Rs 2 crore for the construction of Kanya
Ashram. He also talked about providing 108 ambu-
lances to Chintalnar Jagargunda with a view to ex-
pand health facilities. He has said that at present,
where sub-tehsil is being operated in Jagargunda, in
future efforts will be made to open SDM office for the
convenience of the residents. He also talked about set-
ting up a mobile tower in Jagargunda soon.
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Mangalore varsity to lose 24 
colleges to Kodagu University

Mangaluru, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The Mangalore
University is likely to lose
24 undergraduate colleges
with the setting up of a
new university in Kodagu.

Decks have been cleared
for the Kodagu University
with the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly pass-
ing a Bill last week,
amending the Karnataka
State Universities Act,
2000 to pave way for the
constitution of eight new
universities, including
Kodagu University, which
would be bifurcated from
the jurisdiction of
Mangalore University.

Kodagu is situated
around 150 km from
Mangaluru and is geo-
graphically and culturally
a different territory. The
Mangalore University has
colleges in Dakshina

Kannada, Kodagu and
Udupi under its purview.

The new Kodagu
University would also
have about 10 colleges that
presently come under the
University of Mysore. The
largest and oldest college
in Kodagu district is the
Field Marshal K M
Cariappa College at
Madikeri.

The Mangalore
University postgraduate
college and research cen-
tre on the Jnana Kaveri
campus in Chikka
Aluvara is proposed to be
the headquarters of the
Kodagu university.

K S
Chandrasekharaiah, di-
rector of the centre, con-
firmed that Kodagu
University administrative
office is likely to be on the
Chikka Aluvara campus.

He said students in

Kodagu now have to move
to Mysuru or Mangaluru
for post-graduate studies,
which can be avoided if
more job-oriented courses
are provided on the Jnana
Kaveri campus.

Madikeri MLA M P
Appachu Ranjan has re-
quested the government to
provide 200 more acres of
land to the Chikka
Aluvara campus, which
presently has 70 acres.

The other universities
proposed by the govern-
ment in the Bill are to be
set up at Koppal, Mandya,
B a g a l k o t ,
Chamarajanagar, Bidar,
Haveri and Hassan.

Mangalore University
Vice-Chancellor prof P S
Yadapadithaya said no of-
ficial communication has
been received so far on the
formation of the Kodagu
University.

DEMOLITION DRIVE

Residents protest during a demolition drive of encroachments in Grand Omaxe, Noida, Friday.

FESTIVE MOOD

Women pose for photographs in the backdrop of the Taj Mahal during Navaratri festivities, in Agra, Friday. 

BRIEF

RI
 Bhopal: A special

Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
court in Bhopal in
Madhya Pradesh has
sentenced five persons
to seven years rigor-
ous imprisonment in
connection with the
Vyapam scam. Special
court judge Nitiraj
Singh Sisodia on
Thursday convicted
Kamal Kishore, Amar
Singh, Nagendra
Singh and Suresh
Singh and Ravi
Kumar Rajput for
their involvement in
rigging a 2013 police
recruitment test con-
ducted by the Madhya
Pradesh Vyavsayik
Pareeksha Mandal,
known popularly by
its acronym ‘Vyapam’.

Dismiss
 Prayagraj: The

Allahabad High
Court on Friday dis-
missed a plea seek-
ing registration of a
complaint against
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath for his
“objectionable”
speech while cam-
paigning in Alwar
during the 2018
Rajasthan Assembly
elections. Justice
Samit Gopal said this
court has no jurisdic-
tion to hear the mat-
ter and imposed a
cost of Rs 5,000 on
the petitioner Naval
Kishor Sharma of
Mau district while
dismissing his peti-
tion.

Bomb hoax 
 New Delhi: A

Malaysia-bound flight
on Friday was delayed
over a false bomb
alarm after a fight be-
tween two passengers
on board the plane at
the Indira Gandhi
International Airport
here, officials said.
Seucrity agencies were
alerted about the bomb
call from the Malaysia
Airlines’s MH173
around 1 pm after
which they thoroughly
checked the flight, the
officials said.

New LoP 
 Panaji: Yuri Alemao

became the new leader
of opposition in the
Goa Assembly on
Friday after Congress
MLAs elected him as
head of the legislative
party and Speaker
Ramesh Tawadkar
recognised the move.
Michael Lobo, who was
the previous LoP, had
switched over along
with seven other
Congress MLAs to the
ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party recently.

Policy
 Chennai: Tamil

Nadu would soon
come out with a new
electronic hardware
policy aimed at
boosting domestic
hardware production
and exports, Chief
Minister M K Stalin
said on Friday.

Society for the
Promotion of Indian
Classical Music And
Culture Amongst Youth
(SPIC MACAY) Founder
Kiran Seth during his bi-
cycle expedition from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari,
in Meerut, Friday.

Jamshedpur, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The dying tribal sport
‘Kati’ is slowly making a
come back in the ethnic
pockets of Jharkhand and
Odisha thanks to efforts by
the industry and a tourna-
ment is likely to be hosted

here early next year.
‘Kati’ was earlier popular

among tribals, particularly
Santhal and Bhumij com-
munities of Jharkhand and
Orissa, who used to play the
game after the harvest sea-
son or during the summer
when the menfolk were rel-
atively free. The game is
played with pieces of dry
wood, preferably of a

tamarind tree, shaped like
a half moon known as
‘Kati’ in tribal language
and a piece of bamboo. It
requires physical prowess
and concentration. So pop-
ular was it that in earlier
times a ‘Kati’ match would
continue for weeks as all
male members of rival vil-
lages playing it would par-
ticipate. Bhushan Sardar,
a ‘Kati’ expert from Potka
block in East Singhbhum
district who actively
played the sport for many
years and has now transi-
tioned to a coaching role,
said that children must be
taught the game so that it
continues to exist. “I
played Kati all through
my childhood. However,
for about the last 30 years
children in our tribal com-
munities had stopped
playing it.

Dying tribal sport making
slow come back 

Ahmedabad, Sep 30 (PTI) 

He may have invited
Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal to his house in
Ahmedabad for a much-
publicised dinner two
weeks ago, but autorick-
shaw driver Vikram
Dantani says he is a big
fan of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and a
staunch supporter of
his party BJP.

On Friday, Dantani
was spotted at a public
rally of Modi, who is on
a two-day Gujarat visit,
in the Thaltej area of
the city, donning saffron
scarf and cap, the
Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) trademark
attire.

When confronted by

media, Dantani said he
had invited Kejriwal to
his home during the
Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) town hall meet-
ing in Ahmedabad on
September 13 because
he was asked to do so by
leaders of an autorick-
shaw union.

Dantani hogged lime-
light when Kejriwal, the
AAP convener, travelled
to his home in his au-
torickshaw after accept-
ing the dinner invite at
the meeting.

“I invited Kejriwal for
dinner because I was
asked to do so by our
union leaders. As soon
as I offered to host him
for a meal at my home,
Kejriwal accepted it. I
did not know it would

become such a big issue.
Otherwise, I am not at
all associated with the
party (AAP). I am not in
touch with any AAP
leader after that
episode,” he told re-
porters.

The autorickshaw
driver then went on to
add that he was a big ad-
mirer of the prime min-
ister and that he had al-
ways voted for the BJP.

“I came here (for the
rally) because I am a
huge fan of Modiji. I
have been with the BJP
since the beginning and
always gave my vote to
the BJP in the past. I am
not saying this under
any pressure,” said
Dantani.

As part of the AAP’s

campaign in Gujarat
ahead of the year-end
Assembly elections,
Kejriwal held a town
hall meeting with au-
torickshaw drivers here
on September 13.

During interaction,
Dantani urged Kejriwal
to have dinner at his
house, a proposal swift-
ly accepted by the Delhi
CM.That night, the AAP
convener, who was stay-
ing in a five-star hotel,
travelled in Dantani’s
three-wheeler along
with some local party
leaders and reached his
modest home in the
Ghatlodia area, where
they had dinner.

The BJP and the AAP
are bitter political ri-
vals.

Auto driver who hosted Kejriwal 
for dinner is Modi fan

Patna, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The Bihar govern-
ment on Friday issued a
statement condemning
the indiscretion of sen-
ior IAS officer Harjot
Kaur Bamhrah during
an interaction with girl
students here earlier
this week which has led
to an outcry.

The Information and
Public Relations
Department said in the
statement that “cog-
nizance has been taken
and high-level review
done” of the utterances
of Bamhrah who has
also been slapped with a
notice by the National
Commission for Women.

The statement assert-

ed that the conduct of
Bamhrah, who heads
the state’s Women and
Child Development
Corporation, was “not
appropriate in the view
of the state govern-
ment”.

At a workshop held
jointly with UNICEF,
Bamhrah, an officer of
Additional Chief
Secretary rank, had
taunted a participant for
suggesting that the gov-
ernment consider pro-
viding free sanitary
pads to girl students.

The officer has, mean-
while, issued a signed
statement expressing re-
gret over the controver-
sy that arose after a pur-
ported video footage of

the September 27 func-
tion went viral on social
media.

PTI has not independ-
ently verified the au-
thenticity of the video.

Meanwhile, the partic-
ipant Riya Kumari who
resides in Kamla Nehru
Nagar slum area here,
has caught the attention
of a leading manufac-
turer of women’s hy-
giene products.

Feminine hygiene
brand Everteen said in a
statement it will provide
Riya Kumari, who is
aged 20 years and a stu-
dent of BA Part I, with
“a year-long supply of
sanitary pads” as a
“token of appreciation
for her courage”.

Bihar govt condemns IAS
officer’s behaviour

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The first semester of
undergraduate students
of Jawaharlal Nehru
University will begin on
November 7, a varsity of-
ficial said on Friday.

The varsity began the
registration process on
Wednedsay for admis-
sion to its undergraduate
programmes through the
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET).

“The registration
process that started on
September 27 will con-
clude on October 12,” the
official said.

This year the universi-
ty has opted for CUET for
admission to undergrad-
uate programmes. The
university offers around
10 UG courses mostly BA

(Honours) in Foreign
Languages and a total of
342 seats in various
schools and disciplines.

“The university will
begin the first semester
for newly admitted un-
dergraduate students on
November 7,” said the of-
ficial.

The first merit list for
the admission will be
published on October 17,
he said.

“First merit list will be
announced on October 17
and students will get
three-day window to
block their seats. The sec-
ond list will be issued on
22 October and candi-
dates can block their
seats from October 22 to
24. Meanwhile, the third
and supernumerary list
will be on October 27,”

the official said.
In the first week of

November, the students
who have blocked their
seats will come to the
university for physical
verification of admis-
sion.

JNU is among the last
central universities in
the city that have opened
its registration process
for admission to under-
graduate programs.
While Jamia Millia
Islamia started the regis-
tration process last
month, Delhi University
launched its admission
portal on September 12.

The result of the debut
edition of the CUET for
undergraduate admis-
sions was declared by the
National Testing Agency
earlier this month.

JNU’s 1st semester for 
undergraduate students on Nov 7

Nagpur, Sep 30 (PTI): 

A suspected woman
Naxalite was killed in an
encounter with police in
eastern Maharashtra’s
Gadchiroli district, a sen-
ior official said on Friday.

The encounter took
place in Kapewancha for-
est late Wednesday
evening, said district
Superintendent of Police
Ankit Goyal in a release
here.

The slain woman was
yet to be identified.

Police had received in-
telligence that 30 to 40
Naxalites belonging to
Aheri and Permili
Dalams (squads) had
gathered in Kapewancha
forest to carry out attacks
against the security
forces, he said.

As the commandos of
the Special Operation
Squad (C-60) of

Gadchiroli Police started
a search operation
around 6 pm on
Wednesday, around 40
Naxalites opened indis-
criminate fire on them,
he said.

The commandos ap-
pealed to them to stop fir-
ing and surrender, but as
the firing intensified, the
commandos opened re-
taliatory fire, the SP said.

The Naxalites soon fled
from the spot taking ad-
vantage of the forest
cover. The commandos
later found the body of a
woman Naxalite in dark
green uniform besides an
8 MM rifle and ammuni-
tion from the spot, he
said.

The woman’s identity
was being ascertained,
he said.

Further combing oper-
ation is underway in the
area, the official added.

Woman Naxalite
killed in encounter 

Kochi, Sep 30 (PTI) 

The Kerala High Court
on Friday extended its stay
on a recent controversial
appointment of a
Malayalam associate pro-
fessor in Kannur
University.

Justice Devan
Ramachandran extended
the stay on the appointment
of Priya Varghese, the wife
of K K Ragesh who is the
Chief Minister’s secretary,
in the Malayalam depart-
ment of the varsity till
October 20.

Meanwhile, the
University Grants
Commission (UGC), which
was earlier impleaded in
the case, on Friday told the
High Court that Varghese
does not have the requisite
teaching experience for the
post. In the affidavit, UGC

said her research duration
cannot be considered as
teaching period.

The stay was on a plea
filed by one Joseph Skaria
who came second to
Varghese in the university
mark list. Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan, in his
capacity as Chancellor of
universities in the state,
had earlier stayed her ap-
pointment and alleged that
Kannur University’s move
to appoint her was “politi-
cal”. In the plea, Skaria had
alleged that the appoint-
ment was not done follow-
ing due procedure.

Varghese had been pro-
posed to be appointed as an
associate professor in the
Malayalam Department by
the varsity, which triggered
a huge political row as she
had the lowest research
score but the highest in the
interview round and was
declared first in the selec-
tion process.

Kerala HC extends stay on
appointment of Priya Varghese

 In Jharkhand, Odisha

 In Kannur University



ARTIFICIAL POND

An artificial pond is seen at an agricultural field at Harf Beit Hasna village, in Dinnieh province, north Lebanon.
Farmers in a small mountainous town in Lebanon’s northern Dinnieh province once could rely on rain to irrigate
their crops and sustain a living. But climate change and the country’s crippling economic crisis has left their soil
dry and their produce left to rot. They rely on the little rain they can collect in their innovative artificial ponds to
make enough money to feed themselves, as they live without government electricity, water, and services. 

AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE IAN

Damaged homes and debris are shown in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian, in Fort
Myers Beach, Fla.
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Kabul, Sep 30 (AP):

A suicide bombing struck
an education centre in a
Shiite area of the Afghan
capital on Friday, killing 19
people and wounding 27, a
T a l i b a n - a p p o i n t e d
spokesman for the Kabul po-
lice chief said.

The explosion inside the
centre in the Dashti Barchi
neighbourhood of Kabul
took place in the morning

hours, said the spokesman,
Khalid Zadran. He did not
have further details in the
immediate aftermath of the
bombing.

The bombing was the lat-
est in a steady stream of vio-
lence since the Taliban
seized power. No one imme-
diately claimed responsibili-
ty for the attack in the area,
which is populated mostly
by members of
Afghanistan’s minority

Shiite community. The
Islamic State group the chief
rival of the Taliban since
their takeover of
Afghanistan in August 2021
has in the past targeted the
Hazara community, includ-
ing in Dashti Barchi. “Our
teams have dispatched at the
site of the blast to find out
more details,” Abdul Nafi
Takor, a Taliban-appointed
spokesman for the Interior
Ministry, said earlier.

Taliban say suicide blast in Shiite 
area of Kabul kills 19

Kyiv, Sep 30 (AP):

The United Nations
Security Council has
scheduled a vote on a reso-
lution that would condemn
Russia for its “illegal so-
called referenda” in four
Ukrainian regions and de-
clare that they “have no va-
lidity”.

The US- and Albanian-
sponsored resolution
would call on all coun-
tries not to recognise any
alterations to the status
of Ukraine’s Luhansk,
Donetsk, Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia regions.

It would reaffirm the
UN commitment to
Ukraine’s sovereignty,
territorial integrity and
independence within its
internationally recog-
nised borders.

The Kremlin has an-
nounced plans to move
on annexing Russian-
controlled areas of the

four regions on Friday, and
Russia is certain to veto
the resolution.

US Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield said
earlier this week that if
that happens the US and
Albania will put the reso-
lution to a vote in the 193-
member General
Assembly where there are
no vetoes.

UNSC to vote on resolution condemning
Russia’s referendum in Ukraine

Tokyo, Sep 30 (AP):

Japan is providing a
major US chipmaker a sub-
sidy of up to 46.6 billion yen
(322 million) to support its
plan to produce advanced
memory chips at a
Hiroshima factory, the
Japanese trade minister said
Friday.

The announcement to
subsidise Micron

Technology comes on the
heels of US Vice President
Kamala Harris’ visit in
Japan as the two countries
step up cooperation on ex-
panding manufacturing and
supply chains for critical
materials.

“I hope the deal will con-
tribute to further expansion
of cooperation between
Japan and the United States
in the area of semiconduc-

tors,” Japan’s Economy and
Trade Minister Yasutoshi
Nishimura said.

He said the government
approved the deal Friday
under a law related to eco-
nomic security.

During her trip to Asia
this week, Harris met with
Japanese officials and semi-
conductor company execu-
tives to seek greater coopera-
tion in strengthening semi-

conductor development
and production amid
China’s growing influ-
ence.

Micron was among the
companies that partici-
pated in the meeting with
Harris, along with Tokyo
Electron, Nikon, Hitachi
High-Tech Group, Fujitsu
Ltd.

The United States is
working to solidify its
technology cooperation
with Japan, South Korea
and Taiwan, while trying
to increase its domestic
semiconductor manufac-
turing, amid China’s own
investment in computer
chips. Nishimura has stressed
the US-Japan alliance on
semiconductors, as well as en-
ergy and other areas. Japan
was once a world leader in
computer chip manufactur-
ing, but its status has eroded
over the last two decades, and
the country is increasingly
worried about falling be-
hind.

Japan to pay up to $320M for US
company’s chip production

Washington, Sep 30 (PTI):

It is time for India and
Pakistan to work together on
climate change, Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has said, as
he highlighted the impact of
global warming that has
caused unprecedented floods
in his country.

Bilawal, who is in
Washington DC for a series
of bilateral meetings, told a
group of Pakistani media on
Friday that given the situa-
tion his country is in due to
the devastating floods, “it’s
time that both India and
Pakistan work together on
the issue of climate change”.

“One-third of our country
is under water. One in seven
people (is impacted by
floods). If we are saying that
to fight climate change, the
US and China should work
together. (We) should think
about India and Pakistan
working together on the
issue of climate change,”
Bilawal said. Scientists and
experts attribute this disas-
trous situation in Pakistan
to the melting glaciers be-

cause of climate change. The
United States has an-
nounced a massive USD 66
million humanitarian aid to
the people of Pakistan.

Relations between India
and Pakistan have been
strained over the Kashmir
issue and cross-border ter-
rorism emanating from
Pakistan. The ties between
the two countries nosedived
after India abrogated Article
370 of the Constitution, re-
voking the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir and bi-
furcating the State into two
Union Territories on August
5, 2019. Following India’s de-
cision, Pakistan downgrad-
ed diplomatic ties with New
Delhi and expelled the
Indian envoy. Trade ties be-
tween Pakistan and India
have largely been frozen
since then.

In response to another
question on reform in the
UN Security Council,
Bilawal reiterated
Pakistan’s stand on oppos-
ing India’s bid for perma-
nent membership in the
global body’s organ.
Pakistan is in favour of the

abolition of the UN Security
Council veto, he said.

Pakistan opposes the G-4
nations’ - India, Brazil,
Germany and Japan- posi-
tion on UN Security Council
reform and expansion of the
permanent membership.

The G-4 grouping has
been seeking expansion of
the permanent and non-per-
manent seats of the Security
Council to make the power-
ful UN body more represen-
tative and reflective of the
changing global order.

India has been at the fore-
front of the years-long ef-
forts to reform the Security
Council saying it rightly de-
serves a place as a perma-
nent member of the Council,
which in its current form
does not represent the geo-
political realities of the 21st
Century. In his reference to
neighbouring India, Bilawal
said “we don’t have that re-
ciprocal partner over there”.
“2018-19 has made it impossi-
ble for us to engage (with
India) for a whole host of
reasons,” he said, adding
that if there is any one area
where the two nations can

work together, that is cli-
mate change. “Because,
what we have experienced, I
wouldn’t wish this upon my
worst enemies,” he said. The
floods have killed over 1,600
people and displaced more
than 33 million others in
Pakistan.

The floods have left a third
of the country submerged
under water and caused esti-
mated damage of nearly
USD 30 billion. Relations be-
tween India and Pakistan
have been strained over the
Kashmir issue and cross-
border terrorism emanating
from Pakistan.The ties be-
tween the two countries
nosedived after India abro-
gated Article 370 of the
Constitution, revoking the
special status of Jammu and
Kashmir and bifurcating the
State into two Union
Territories on August 5,
2019. Following India’s deci-
sion, Pakistan downgraded
diplomatic ties with New
Delhi and expelled the
Indian envoy. Trade ties be-
tween Pakistan and India
have largely been frozen
since then.

India, Pakistan should work together
on climate change: Pak FM Bilawal

Seoul, Sep 30 (AP):

South Korea, US and
Japanese warships
launched their first anti-
submarine drills in five
years on Friday, after
North renewed ballistic
missile tests this week in
an apparent response to bi-
lateral training by South
Korean and US forces.

The North’s recent five
missiles launches, the first
such tests in a month, also
came before and after US
Vice President Kamala
Harris visited South
Korea on Thursday and
reaffirmed the “ironclad”
US commitment to the se-
curity of its Asian allies.

The one-day trilateral
training off the Korean
Peninsula’s east coast is
meant to cope with a
North Korean push to ad-
vance its ability to fire
missile from submarines,
according to a South
Korean navy statement.

North Korea has been
building bigger sub-
marines including a nu-
clear-powered one and
testing sophisticated mis-

siles that can be fired from
them in recent years.
That’s an alarming devel-
opment for its rivals be-
cause it’s harder to detect
underwater-launched mis-

siles in advance.
Friday’s drills involve

the nuclear-powered air-
craft carrier USS Ronald
Reagan as well as US,
South Korean and

Japanese destroyers, the
navy statement said.
During the training, the
navy ships from the three
nations were to search and
track a US nuclear-pow-
ered submarine posing as
a North Korean subma-
rine while exchanging re-
lated information, accord-
ing to media reports.

“We will respond and
neutralise any forms of
North Korean provoca-
tions in an overwhelming
and decisive manner,”
Capt Cho, Chung-ho, com-
mander of South Korean
navy troops who took part
in the training, was quoted
as saying in the statement.

In addition to its subma-
rine-launched missiles,
North Korea has also a va-
riety of nuclear-capable
missiles that place both
the United States and its
allies South Korea and
Japan within striking dis-
tance. This year, North
Korea has performed a
record number of missile
tests as it refuses to re-
sume long-stalled nuclear
diplomacy with the United
States.

South Korea, US and Japan hold 
anti-North Korean submarine drills

Washington, Sep 30 (PTI):

The US is committed to
ensuring a free, open, sta-
ble and secure Indo-
Pacific, President Joe
Biden has said, asserting
that a great deal of the
world’s history will be
written in the strategically
vital region over the com-
ing years.

The president addressed
the visiting leaders from a
dozen Pacific Island coun-
tries in Washington on
Thursday in the first-ever
summit held to make the
Indo-Pacific region safe
and keep these island na-
tions away from the in-
creasing influence of
China, which in the past
few years has made ex-
traordinary outreach ef-
forts in the region.

“Today, security in the
Pacific and for the Pacific
Islanders remains as criti-
cal as ever to us and I hope

to you as well. The security
of America, quite frankly,
and the world depends on
your security and the secu-
rity of the Pacific Islands.
And I really mean that,”
Biden said.

He said the purpose be-
hind the summit was also
about deepening enduring
commitment to each other
and a shared future and
commitment to tackling
the climate crisis, which
threatens all.

The summit was attend-
ed by heads of state from
Fiji, Solomon Island,

Micronesia, Papua New
Guinea, Tuvalu, Marshall
Island, Palau, Samoa,
Tonga, Polynesia, New
Caledonia and Cook
Islands.

“We’re seeing the conse-
quences of climate change
around the world very
vividly, including in the
United States right now.
And I know your nations
feel it acutely. For you all,
it’s an existential threat.
It’s an existential threat,”
Biden said.

“We are also committed
to working together to eq-
uitably rebuild the global
economy in the wake of
COVID-19 and Russia’s
war, to ensure an Indo-
Pacific region that’s free
and open, one that is stable
and prosperous, and re-
silient and secure,” he
said. A “great deal of the
history of our world” is
going to be written in the
Indo-Pacific over the com-

ing years and decades, he
said, adding that the
Pacific Islands are a criti-
cal voice in shaping that fu-
ture.

“That’s why my adminis-
tration has made it a prior-
ity to strengthen our part-
nership with your coun-
tries and with the Pacific
Islands Forum,” he said.

Biden announced more
than USD 810 million in ex-
panded US programmes to
improve the lives of Pacific
Islanders, which includes
more than USD 130 million
in new investments to sup-
port climate resilience and
build sustainable blue
economies in the Pacific
Islands; prepare for climate
impacts on public health
and food security, and to
strengthen sustainable de-
velopment; and also to
build a better early warn-
ing capacity to predict, pre-
pare for, and respond to cli-
mate hazards.

A great deal of world’s history
will be written in Indo-Pacific in
coming years: President Biden

In this photo provided by
South Korea Defense
Ministry, the USS Ronald
Reagan aircraft carrier
and the USS nuclear-pow-
ered submarine USS
Annapolis participate in a
joint anti-submarine drill
between South Korea, the
United States and Japan in
waters off South Korea’s
eastern coast in South
Korea, Friday, Sept. 30.

Er.Rajesh Pathak

O nce Gandhiji  was travelling in the Mumbai mail in general com-
partment as his attention  was caught by another  traveller

coughing time and again and, not only that, spitting inside the compart-
ment itself. At this Gandhi, sitting silently, said nothing when he did so
twice. But as he was about spit for the third time Gandhi extended  his
hand below his mouth, and held the cough  in his both the palms. Gandhi
soon went near the window, threw it out, washed the hands and  came
back to his place, saying nothing to him. Seeing this traveller grew ex-
tremely shameful and apologized Gandhi. At this Gandhi told him in-
structively, “See, brother! This train is ours. If this is misused it would
only be our loss. Secondly, spitting inside the train will spread disease
either. That's why I didn’t let cough fall here inside the compartment".
Along with ahimsa and secularism there are many more things in the life
of Gandhi that could be emulated, like the urge he had  for the  cleanli-
ness. But unfortunately the tendency of considering the great personali-
ties on the basis of only one that is so-called secularism the nation is
kept deprived of knowing so many inspiring works their lives consist of.
Instances are though many but here giving the account of life of Veer
Savarkar alone would alone be enough . Like Gandhi he put forth such
ideals of social harmony that got to be precedent in social field. Building
of Patitpavan mandir; agitation for the entry of so-called low castes in
Vittahal mandir of Ratnagiri; starting of Hindu coffee house and handing
over its functioning to a dalit youth,  organizing caste-free public feast
and by such other programmes he inspired  the distinction-prone com-
munity  of that time to think in the direction of harmony. Likewise,
Gandhi had been a great votary of secularism, but he was not unaware of
danger of religious conversion done forcefully and through deception by
missionaries inside the country, and world over. And he always make
people alarmed of it-  "In India and elsewhere the way Christian mission-
aries are carrying out conversion it is impossible for me to hold it justified
in any condition. It is such a blunder which is indeed a greatest impedi-
ment in the path of peace world is supposed to move."(Gandhiji  aur
isaiyat, page-109, Rameshwar Mishra, Kusumlata kaidia) So much per-
suasive, as also, Gandhi had been upon cleanliness that for the cleanli-
ness of Sabarmati ashram it was upon the volunteers themselves  to take
care of that. He used to say- “Everyone must  be his  own scavenger ".
'Swachh Bharat ' mission being carried out on the initiative of Narendra
Modi is needed to be viewed taking into account this outlook of Gandhi.
True that whom the necessity of thinking beyond privileges and rights
never occurred, to them this will indeed be appeared to be  something
weird. Benjamin Franklyn, ‘the wisest American’ as  sometimes called, in
his autobiography says-‘Those who govern, having much business on
their hands, do not generally like to take the trouble of considering and
carrying into execution new projects. The best public measures are
therefore seldom adopted from previous wisdom, but forced by the occa-
sion.’ Of course contrary to general notion as depicted above by Franklin,
Modi went with shear will-power  to execute what was once never
thought of. Sadguru Jaggi Vasudev of Isa Yog(Coimbatore) rightly said- "
Swachh Bharat  and YogDay, these are not separate things . I am really
glad that our national leader is thinking about these things and wants
this to happen because in the last few centuries we have not seen any
leader talking about how you should be within yourself."
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Cattle farmers 
stay alert

An alarming situation ex-
ists in India as the lumpy
skin disease (LSD) epidem-
ic spreads rapidly across
the states. Over 97,000 cattle
died as a result of a lumpy
skin disease in India in a
span of three months. SD is
a contagious viral disease
that affects cattle and caus-
es fever, nodules on the skin
and can also lead to death.
According to experts, it is
more likely to infect cows
than buffalos. LSD is caused
by lumpy skin disease virus
(LSDV), a virus from the
family Poxviridae, is an
emerging threat to livestock
worldwide. It is transmitted
by blood-feeding insects like
mosquitoes, flies, lice and
wasps by direct contact and
also through contaminated
food and water. There is no
need to be concerned be-
cause public announce-
ments and explanations
have been made concerning
the disease's non-harmful
effects on milk and meat.
Lumpy skin disease (LSD)
is a non-Zoonotic disease,
which means it cannot be
transmitted from animals
to humans, according to the
FAO. The virus has serious
economic consequences be-
cause infected animals' skin
suffers lifelong damage,
lowering the market value
of their hide. In addition,
the illness frequently re-
sults in chronic debility, de-
creased milk production,
poor growth, infertility, mis-
carriage, and, in rare cir-
cumstances, death. The de-
mand for the vaccine is in-
creasing as the disease
spreads from one state to
another. Recently Indian
scientists have developed an
indigenous vaccine 'Lumpi-
ProVacInd' against LSD. Its
commercial launch is ex-
pected in next three-four
months. LSD eradication is
difficult, and early detec-
tion is crucial for successful
management and eradica-
tion, particularly when vec-
tors are involved.

Dr. Krishna  Kumar
Vepakomma

Direct threat
Terrorism is a direct

threat to the safety and se-
curity of citizens. To count-
er this serious challenge,
the government must
strengthen its policy of zero
tolerance on terror by mak-
ing surveillance and intelli-
gence mechanisms more ef-
fective. Available force mul-
tipliers and technological
advances may be utilised to
the maximum to achieve
positive results. Those who
divide communities and
fund terror activities
should be sternly dealt
with. Prominent personali-
ties and leaders should
make efforts to enhance
mutual respect among mul-
ticultural societies. Peace
and harmony must prevail
for the stability and pros-
perity of India.

Subhash Vaid, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Former track & field athlete Anju Bobby George with badminton players Trupti Murgunde and P.V. Sindhu during the 'Navratri'
festival celebrations in Ahmedabad. 

NAVRATRI  FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS

I n a major boost to 'Make in India' in defence, The Indian Air Force is
set to induct the 'Made-in-India' Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) at

the Jodhpur Air Force Station on October 3, 2022; making it the most light-
weight helicopter to become part of the Indian defence forces giving im-
petus to high-altitude counter-insurgency operations. This cardinal move
comes amidst a paradigm shift in the Indian Aerospace and Defence
walks. Designed, developed and manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), the IAF will get 10 helicopters and the Indian Army will get
five. On board, the indigenous content is about 45 per cent by value and
this is expected to go up to 55 per cent for Series Production Version. In
June this year, the Indian Army has already raised its first LCH squadron in
Bengaluru and the unit is expected to move to Eastern Command along
the Line of Actual Control on the completion of the raising in 2023. The
army's requirement is 95 machines in seven units. Typically each unit has
10 helicopters, and these are expected to be deployed in combat roles in
mountainous terrain. For the Indian Army, the LCH is the first dedicated
attack helicopter in its fleet. It operates 75 Rudra helicopters, the
weaponized variant of the indigenous Advanced Light Helicopter. In 2024,
the Army is expected to start receiving Apache attack helicopters from
the US through the Foreign Military Sales route. It has contracted for six
under an approximate $800-million deal from the US in 2020 and is also in
talks with the US Boeing Company for the procurement of 11 additional
Apache helicopters. The LCH can prove to be a game changer in the array
of operating options offered by it. Except for the Soviet-era Mi-35s, India
has always lacked a dedicated attack helicopter in its fleet. The genesis of
the LCH lies in the Kargil conflict of 1999 when the absence of an attack
helicopter which could operate in ultra-high altitude areas was felt acute-
ly by the Indian Army and the Indian Air Force (IAF). The intruding
Pakistan Army troops had occupied various heights on the Indian side of
the Line of Control but the existing Russian-made attack helicopters in the
inventory of the Indian military did not have the operational ceiling which
permitted their deployment at those heights. The IAF was forced to use
the MI-17 helicopters in a modified role against those heights and suf-
fered the loss of a helicopter when it was fired upon by the enemy. 1999
revealed that the Indian armed forces lacked a suitably armed rotorcraft
capable of operating and specifically carrying out combat operations un-
restricted in the high-altitude theatre. It was in 2006 that Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) announced its intention to develop an LCH
which could operate in the harsh desert conditions as well as the high-alti-
tude areas of Ladakh including the Siachen Glacier. The first ground run of
the prototype of the LCH took place in February 2010 and a month later
the first flight test of the helicopter also took place. Traditionally, India has
not been a familiar figure to combat birds of the LCH Class. There were no
attack helicopters in IAF until November 1983. India had a small fleet of
unarmed light helicopters HAL manufactured Chetak and Cheetah. IAF
procured Russian-origin MI4 helicopters as troop carriers and helidrop
missions in the early 1960s. They were replaced by medium-lift MI8 again
of USSR origin in 1975, which could carry 20 armed troops. We never had
an attack helicopter during the 1962, 1965 and 1971 wars. The LCH is well
suited for the anti-tank role wherein it can fly low and fast to attack
enemy armour columns and destroy them. As per HAL, it is also suitable
for the scout role wherein it can fly ahead of advancing columns of the
Army and detect enemy presence. It is also suitable for air defence roles
and the destruction of enemy air defence assets. It can also be used in
urban warfare missions and combat search and rescue operations. The
helicopter has several stealth features and has armour protection, night
attack capability and crash-worthy landing gear to give it better surviv-
ability. It is powered by two Shakti engines and has a maximum take-off
weight of 5,800 kg. With a maximum speed of 268 km per hour, it has a
range of 550 km and an operational ceiling of 6.5 km. Armed with air-to-
air and air-to-ground missiles, LCH also has a 20 mm gun and 70 mm rock-
ets. With a full glass cockpit, the LCH has an Electronic Warfare suite and
helmet-mounted display for the flying crew. Under the 'Aatmanirbhar
Bharat' mission, the Indian Aerospace and Defence sector has been identi-
fied as one of the key focus areas. There have been various policy changes
signalling the end of an era of import dependence and aim to promote
India as the most preferred global manufacturing destination for foreign
Tier-1 vendors. India has been at the forefront of the development of Light
Combat Aircraft. India's LCA Tejas has been hogging the global media
limelight with its spectacular display at international air shows, including
in Dubai and Singapore. With LCH, India looks to replicate the 'success' of
Tejas. With the fire of the Dragon lingering in Eastern Ladakh, induction of
LCH is rather a powerful statement, of Delhi being combat ready.

The Desi Apache: IAF’s offensive
power adds more teeth to its bite

Swachh Bharat and Yoga Day  
are not separate things

D uring our childhood
from mid-1970s to

mid-1980s, Durga Puja used to
get celebrated with utmost
devotion according to rituals
with dominance of Bhakti
encompassing both the or-
ganisers and public. Even at
Sasthi evening, many pan-
dals were still having the
final touch with the Devi and
her children still behind the
veil. Only on Saptami morn-
ing, we used to get awaken by
the rhythmic beats of Dhak,
all puja rituals used to com-
mence with rendition of
Sanskrit mantras and people
used to start flocking to the
pandals either as faithful reli-
gious devotees or just to rel-
ish the beauty of the idols.
Irrespective of theist or athe-
ist, people used to visit the
pandals for evening Arati
which was an excellent dis-
play of play of lights with
Dhak and bells tolling in uni-
son. And dot on the evening
of Dashami; when the
Goddess used to be awarded a
watery farewell along with
her entourage, we used to feel
the pain of parting in our
heart as if our very own have
departed us.

Lot of waters have flown
down the Hooghly since 30-35
years. And with it all things
associated with Durga Puja
have undergone a sea change
with the greatest impact
falling perhaps on the "grand-
est" venue of all --- Kolkata.
Far from commencing the
Puja on Saptami morning,
pandals and idols used to
open up for public "consump-
tion" on Panchami itself
since a decade by throwing all
norms of rituals to the wind.
Then the "fun" started from
Chaturthi, Tritiya and
presently Kolkata pujas have
achieved a new "record" by
signaling the start of celebra-
tion right from the Mahalaya
itself. Yes, Durga Puja of
Kolkata is nothing but a fash-
ion show of sorts with vulgar
exhibition of flexing muscles
---- be it monetary might or
trophies garnered. And more
Puja is being degraded to
such a commercial venture,
more people are flocking to
those pandals in droves to
"get blessed" through  the re-
flected glory of those venues.
Who has visited maximum
number of glamorous pan-
dals form one of the most
common items of bragging.
And residing in this ridicu-
lous social environment, it is
indeed tough not to venture to
those pandals with family by
engaging in arduous battle by
negotiating ocean of faces
and suffocating traffic if one
does not want to get side-
kicked as "out caste". So few
years ago on a Chaturthi
night, as we stepped on the
first venue with the pandal re-
sembling a giant Myanmar

pagoda in the North  Kolkata,
I heard the zealous boast of
the organisers through mi-
crophone that "our pandal
can compete with the best in
South Kolkata".

Yes, this is the "real spirit"
of today's Kolkata Puja. No re-
spect towards the Devi, no
need for associated Puja ritu-
als --- just violate the environ-
ment through sound pollu-
tion with big boast of "we are
no lesser than rest". And en-
trance of each and every pan-
dal religiously features a
lighted stage with perhaps
hundred trophies. I wonder
how many organisations are
there to give awards to the
Puja committees. And how
can each and every commit-
tee receive trophies after tro-
phies. All are getting judged
as first second or third by all
judges.This is the age of paid
news. So would it be unnatu-
ral for me to doubt whether
these are all paid trophies.

All things possible in this "I
am the best" times. And  what
is the main purpose behind
such lunatic rush to the pan-
dals. Of course to click selfies
with the Devi and other deco-
rative props and promptly
posting it in Facebook to
count the number of likes
and also to announce that "I
have arrived" in the "social
mainstream". So if anybody
wants to have a serious view
of the idols; then it would be
next to impossible, given the
dominance of the obstacles
named mobiles, tabs and self-
ie sticks!. And immediately
after reaching the front of the
Devi through wait of 30-45
minutes, one would hear the

admonishment of the securi-
ty staff to clear the area.
What a terrifying joke. Yet
such a joke is being zealously
supported by the enthusiastic
public just to click the selfie
and announce their "social ar-
rival" in front of the world.

Also a clear demarcation
line gets drawn whereby the
minority privileged group
enjoy a field day during Puja
while the overwhelming un-
privileged lot continue their
fight against starvation and
poverty! While one lot relish a
deluge of brand new dresses
and shoes; many underprivi-
leged parents fail to gift even
one new piece of garment to
their children! Not to speak of
the impact of such hullabaloo
on the hearts of those unfor-
tunate ones whose family
members are in hospital or
have lost their near and dear
ones recently! Where is that
so-called "Sarbojonin" (en-
compassing all) amidst this
hoopla. Rabindranath
Tagore's short story
'Kabuliwala' --- The bride
Mini's father donated an
amount to the poor fruit-trad-
er Rahmat Khan so that he
can return to Afghanistan to
meet her daughter after sever-
al years. In the process, band-
parties and lightings could
not be organised during
Mini's marriage; but the
heart of Mini's father glowed
with much more vigour and
lightened up his horizon. This
mindset of sharing and car-
ing with sensitivity and
pathos should be the essence
of any festival which needs to
be adhered by the Puja organ-
izers and revelers as well.

The Hullabaloo Around Durga Puja

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

S tephen Richards has
said “When we age we

shed many skins: ego, arro-
gance, dominance, unreliable,
pessimism, rudeness, selfish,
uncaring ... Wow, it's good to be
old!  1st October is celebrated
as the International Day for
Older Persons every year. It is
specially celebrated for the
senior citizens all across the
world to focus on the responsi-
bilities towards their lives.
This day is an opportunity to
highlight the important con-
tributions that older people
make to society and raise
awareness of the issues and
challenges of ageing in today’s
world. It is a time not only to
highlight their valuable con-
tribution to the globe but also
to stress their basic human
rights. Many older persons are
unaware of their rights and
how to enforce them, due to a
variety of reasons.

This is why celebrating the
International Day of Older

Persons is important in raising
global awareness as a huge ad-
vocacy effort to call for more
enhanced international think-
ing and actions on elderly
rights. The age problem cer-
tainly confronts us and the
matter is taking a turn for the
worse with the passage of
time. Today the life expectancy
has risen sharply due to med-
ical advancement, improve-
ments in nutrition, sanitation,
medical science, health care,
education and economic well-
being. Ageism is widespread
and an insidious practice
which has harmful effects on
the health of older adults. The
problem of loneliness and iso-
lation is the gift of modern so-
ciety. The society forces an old
person to live like an island.
The ageing process is a biologi-
cal reality and affects every
human being on earth.
Physical strength leaves us re-
sulting in general weakness
and physical and mental infir-
mity’. Ageism rests on the as-
sumption that discrimination

against older persons is the
norm and acceptable. Article 1
of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights states that “All
human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and
rights”. We must do everything
possible to ensure that our eld-
ers can lead a life of dignity,
enjoy the best of medical atten-
tion, economic security as well
as emotional stability. Every
phase of life has its own prob-
lems which require prudence,
wisdom, courage and strength
to attend to. In childhood and
youth one has parents and
other close elderly kith and kin
to help, cooperate and guide.
Besides, one himself is full of

energy, strength, stamina and
courage. But the situation
takes a reverse turn in the old
age. The Older persons make
wide-ranging contributions to
economic and social develop-
ment. They should be encour-
aged to get out of their retire-
ment mentality and think
about old age as second in-
nings and opportunity to com-
plete so many unfinished tasks
and expand horizons to look
beyond the family and work for
the community. When one
grows old, this natural love and
affection of other members of
the family for him vanishes
and the elderly person becomes
like a planet which has lost its
gravitational force and has
consequently been lost in the
boundless and endless empty
space. As per WHO, there are
around 600 million persons
world-wide aged 60 years and
over and this total will double
by 2025 and it is estimated to
reach virtually two billion by
2050 - the vast majority of them
in the developing world. Do we

forget that the luxuries enjoyed
by us were created by them
through their hard work. At
the same time we must also re-
member that we too will be like
them one day and if our chil-
dren treat us in the same fash-
ion, are we going to happy then
? We need to look at creating a
more enabling and inclusive
environment that is supportive
and inclusive to people of all
ages, including older people.

The failure to tackle ageism
undermines older persons’
rights and hinders their con-
tributions to social, economic,
cultural and political life.? The
younger generation should
know how the world addresses
the elderly. The problem of old
age should be seen as a socie-
tal issue rather than an indi-
vidual's problem. A day will
come when we all will be old
and we will be facing the simi-
lar situation as faced by our
elders today. It is our responsi-
bility to provide long term
care to them and thus con-
tribute to healthy ageing.

Resilience of Older Persons in a Changing World
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Mumbai, Sep 30:  

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Friday said 67 per cent of
the decline in the foreign
exchange reserves since
April was due to valuation
changes arising from
strengthening US dollar
and higher American
bond yields. The forex re-
serves, which stood at USD
606.475 billion as on April
2, have declined to USD
537.5 billion as on
September 23. It was also
the eighth straight week
when the reserves de-
clined.

In the current financial
year up to September 28,
the US dollar has appreci-
ated 14.5 per cent against a
basket of major curren-
cies, causing turmoil in
currency markets globally.
The movement of the

Indian rupee has, however,
been orderly compared to
most other countries, Das
said while unveiling the
latest bi-monthly mone-
tary policy review.

The rupee has depreci-
ated 7.4 per cent against
the US dollar during the
same period faring much
better than several re-
serve currencies as well
as many of its EME and
Asian peers, he added.
Das also said that a stable
exchange rate is a beacon

of financial and overall
macroeconomic stability
and market confidence.
Noting that in recent
days, there have been di-
vergent views on the ex-
change rate of the rupee
and the adequacy of
India’s forex reserves, he
said the rupee is a freely
floating currency and its
exchange rate is market
determined. “RBI does
not have any fixed ex-
change rate in mind. It in-
tervenes in the market to
curb excessive volatility
and anchor expectations,”
he said. Further, he said
RBI’s interventions in the
forex market are based on
continuous assessment of
the prevailing and evolv-
ing situation from the
point of view of the cen-
tral bank’s approach.
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5G services 

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the
much-awaited 5G
services in India on
October 1, 2022, an of-
ficial release said on
Friday. According to
the release, 5G to be
launched by the Prime
Minister in select
cities, will progres-
sively cover the entire
country over the next
couple of years. The
cumulative economic
impact of 5G on India
is estimated to reach
USD 450 billion by
2035. Capable of sup-
porting ultra-high-
speed internet servic-
es, the fifth generation
or 5G is expected to
unleash new econom-
ic opportunities and
societal benefits, serv-
ing as a transforma-
tional force for 
Indian society.

MoU signing
Chandigarh: The
Haryana government
has signed a memo-
randum of under-
standing with the
University of
Birmingham for the
establishment of a
centre of excellence
for crop post-harvest
management and sus-
tainable cold chain in
the state. The MoU
was signed in the pres-
ence of Haryana
Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare
Minister, J P Dalal,
Additional Chief
Secretary, Dr. Sumita
Misra, at
Birmingham (UK) on
Thursday, an official
statement said here.
Agriculture Minister,
Sumita Misra and
Director General,
Horticulture, Arjun
Singh Saini are in
Birmingham to attend
the Cold Chain
Summit on September
29 and 30. They will
also visit various in-
stitutes which are in-
volved in the estab-
lishment of this
Centre of Excellence.

Ease of doing
business

New Delhi:
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on
Friday said the min-
istry is working on a
law to decriminalise
certain provisions to
promote ease of doing
business. A bill in this
regard is expected to
be introduced in the
forthcoming winter
session of Parliament,
he added. The minister
urged the industry to
“quickly” give feed-
back on reducing com-
pliances and decrimi-
nalising unnecessary
sections.

Mumbai, Sep 30: 

The RBI on Friday re-
tained its inflation projec-
tion for FY23 at 6.7 per cent
amid geopolitical concerns
triggered by Russia-
Ukraine war, and expected
inflation to be under con-
trol from January. The cen-
tral bank is mandated to
keep retail inflation in a
band of 2-6 per cent.
Inflation has remained
above RBI’s upper tolerance
level of 6 per cent since
January 2022.

It ruled over 7 per cent in
April, May and June. July
saw a breather with infla-
tion sliding to 6.7 per cent.

Last month, inflation
touched 7 per cent. The RBI
on Friday raised key repo -
the rate at which it lends
short-term money to banks
- by another 50 basis points
to 5.90 per cent with imme-
diate effect to rein in rising
inflation while supporting
growth.

At the beginning of this
fiscal year, pressures due to
imported inflation were
acute which have now
eased, but it remains at ele-
vated levels across food and
energy items, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said while unveiling the
outcome of its six-member
Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC) meeting.
Edible oil prices are like-

ly to remain contained due
to improved supplies from
producing nations as well
as steps taken by the gov-
ernment on price front.
Going forward, there could
be some tapering of selling
price rise on account of eas-
ing supply conditions and
softening of industrial
metal and crude oil prices.

With services activity
showing strong rebound
and some improvement in
pricing power, risks of
higher pass-through of
input costs, however, do re-
main, the governor said.
“Taking into account these

factors, the inflation projec-
tion is retained at 6.7 per
cent in 2022-23, with Q2 at
7.1 per cent; Q3 at 6.5 per
cent; and Q4 at 5.8 per cent,
with risks evenly bal-
anced,” Das said.

The consumer price
index (CPI) based inflation
is projected to further re-
duce to 5 per cent in first
quarter of next fiscal year
beginning April 2023. The
RBI governor said India
faces upside risks to food
prices, while underlining
that cereal price pressure is
spreading from wheat to
rice in anticipation of
lower kharif paddy output.
“The lower sowing for

kharif pulses could also
cause some pressures. The
delayed withdrawal of
monsoon and intense rain
spells in various regions
have already started to im-
pact vegetable prices, espe-
cially tomatoes.

These risks to food infla-
tion could have an adverse
impact on inflation expecta-
tions.” The world witnessed
a major shock of the pan-
demic in the last two and
half years which was exac-
erbated by the Ukraine con-
flict in late February this
year, Das said, adding these
“shocks have produced pro-
found impact on the global
economy”.

RBI retains FY23 inflation forecast at 6.7 pc,
expects it to be under control January onwards

Mumbai, Sep 30:  

Reliance Jewels, one of
India’s leading jewellery
brands is known for its
many collections inspired
by the various art and cul-
ture, traditions and beliefs
that personify India’s rich
and diverse heritage.
From Utkala inspired by
Odisha to Kaasyam in-
spired by Banaras and
Rannkaar inspired by
Kutch, Reliance Jewels
continues to bring forth
the rich and diverse her-
itage of India through its
jewellery designs.

This festive season,
Reliance Jewels has
launched an exquisite col-
lection of Gold &Diamond
jewellery, “Mahalaya”, in-
spired by the glory & grace
of Maharashtra to mark
the upcoming auspicious
& celebratory festive sea-

son. The name Mahalaya
is a culmination of
Greatness and Beauty,
MAHA meaning Great
and AALYA meaning
beauty that is found in al-
most every aspect of life in
Maharashtra. While

Maharashtra has numer-
ous aspects that encom-
passes the grace and glory
of the region, which is
found in almost every as-
pect of life and in their
rich heritage. Reliance
Jewels’ new Mahalaya col-

lection is an exquisite
handcrafted collection of
Gold & Diamond
Jewellery designed taking
inspiration from the lus-
trous weaves of Paithani
silk saree to fascinating vi-
suals of Warli tribal paint-
ings, from scenic beauty of
hills and valleys to the
grandeur of Gads and
Wadas and Royal Regalia,
a jewellery worn by the
royals.

Customers get to choose
magnificent designs in
Gold and Diamond from a
variety of intricately de-
signed and artistically
crafted jewellery pieces
that encapsulate these in-
spirations. While their de-
signers draw inspirations
from different regions,
the final Jewellery collec-
tion is designed to suit
each and every Indian
woman.

Reliance Jewels launches Mahalaya
Collection this Festive Season

Mumbai, Sep 30: 

Amazon.in’s biggest
month-long celebration the
Great Indian Festival that
started on September 23,
brings a host of never-seen-
before deals & offers on
unique products forbusi-
nesses all over India.
Amazon Business cus-
tomers will not only enjoy
GST benefit on the amazing
deals on Amazon from top
brands across categories
such as smartphones, lap-
tops, appliances, TVs, office
furnishings and a lot more,
but will also get access to
additional business deals
and bulk discounts. In addi-
tion to the bank discounts
on Amazon.in, Amazon
Business customers also get
a special 5% bonus cash-
back up to Rs. 7500 on their
purchases. In addition,

business customers get ac-
cess to numerous new
launches and can get spe-
cial offers on business rele-
vant selection. Amazon
Business has specially cre-
ated stores for both gifting
and own usageby logging in
to their Amazon Business
account. With aGST en-
abled selection of over 16
Crore products, businesses
can save up to 28% more
with GST invoices that en-
able customers to claim
GST input credit. Amazon
Business also provides cus-
tomers the facility of buy-
ing in bulk, thereby avail-
ing up to 40% more in quan-
tity discounts. Additionally,
Amazon Business launched
the Android and iOS opti-
mized mobile app earlier
this year easing the pro-
curement process further
for its customers.

Amazon Business announces
great deals for MSMEs

Celebrate happiness
with Dussehra

Shopping Store this
festive season

Mumbai, Sep 30: 

Celebrate happiness with
your loved ones this festive
season with ‘Dussehra
Shopping Store’on
Amazon.in which brings a
wide range of specially cu-
rated products ranging
from festive, essentials, cos-
metics, Indian sweets and
snacks, gifting packs,
chocolates, beverages, dry
fruits, electronics, home
décor, large appliances,
smartphones, accessories,
Alexa enabled devices and
much more. The ‘Dussehra
Shopping Store’ on
Amazon.in has been curat-
ed to be the one-stop desti-
nation for customers look-
ing for exciting offers and
deals this festive season. It
provides access to millions
of products to suit the
unique needs of everyone
from the safety and comfort
of their homes as they plan
for the festivities.
Customers can choose from
a host of popular brands
such as Lakme,Bikano,
Zaveri Pearls, Open Secret,
Sony, Samsung,iQOO, and
more. Customers can also
use voice navigation to ac-
cess the Dussehra Shopping
Store using Alexa on the
Amazon shopping app
(Android only).

Das says 67 pc of decline in forex
reserves due to valuation changes

Mumbai, Sep 30:  

Full-service carrier
Vistara on Friday inau-
gurated its flight services
to Jaipur from here,
which will be operated
twice a day.

The airline said it has
deployed an Airbus A320
Neo plane with a three-
class configuration —
business, premium econ-
omy and economy — to
service the new route.
“Jaipur has not only
played a significant role
in putting Indian
tourism on the global
map, but it is also a major
hub for trade, requiring

greater connectivity to
metro cities. We have
added the city to our
growing network, with
connectivity to and from
Mumbai, and convenient
international connec-
tions beyond Mumbai,”
said Vinod Kannan,
Chief Executive Officer
at Vistara. The Tata-
Singapore Airlines-run
joint venture airline cur-
rently operates 250 daily

flights across 31 domestic
and 10 international des-
tinations with a fleet of
53 aircraft, comprising 41
Airbus A320, five Airbus
A321neo, five Boeing 737-
800NG and two Boeing
787-9 Dreamliner planes.
Of this, the domestic
flights account for 75-80
per cent and the rest 20-
25 per cent capacity is de-
ployed on international
routes, according to the
airline. Vistara’s over-
seas destinations are
Bangkok, Dubai, Dhaka,
Frankfurt, Jeddah,
Kathmandu, London
Heathrow, Male, Paris
and Singapore.

Vistara starts Mumbai-Jaipur flight

New Delhi, Sep 30: 

Housing sales are likely
to be affected as home
loans will become costlier
after the RBI’s latest hike
in repo rate, but builders
hope that pent up and fes-
tive demand will negate
any major impact on buy-
ing sentiment. Interest
rate on home loans is cur-
rently at around 8 per cent
and is expected to inch to-
wards 9 per cent after the
50 basis points hike in
repo rate announced by
the RBI on Friday. This

will reduce affordability of
buying homes. However,
property developers and
consultants feel the impact
will be “minimal” and not
significant as the concept

of home ownership has
gained momentum during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Moreover, builders are
banking on festive de-
mand to sail through.
Developers are already of-
fering price discounts and
freebies to boost sales dur-
ing the festival season and
may further sweeten the
deals to attract fence sit-
ters, they said, and advised
prospective homebuyers
to take advantage of the of-
fers. “We expect the rise in
repo rate not to impact
positive consumer senti-

ment significantly.
Developers are also run-
ning multiple festive offers
which will aid overall de-
mand,” realtors’ apex body
CREDAI’s President
Harsh Vardhan Patodia
said in a statement.
Naredco Vice Chairman
Niranjan Hiranandani
said any further hike in in-
terest rate, compounded
with commodity inflation,
would act as a market
dampener. He said the gov-
ernment should make fis-
cal interventions to check
inflation.

Costlier home loans may hit housing sales; builders
expect minimal impact on festive demand

New Delhi, Sep 30:  

The Reserve Bank’s de-
cision to hike the interest
rate by half a percentage
point on Friday was on ex-
pected lines and another
increase by 50-60 basis
points is likely this fiscal
due to sticky inflation,
said analysts.

While raising the key
short-term lending rate
(repo), the Reserve Bank
said the consumer price
index (CPI) based inflation
would remain at around 6
per cent in the second half
of the current financial
year. “Going forward, we
expect inflation worries to
continue from a seasonal
food price shock and de-
mand conditions gather-
ing momentum...Our ter-

minal repo forecast stands
at 6.5 per cent, thus a rate
hike of another 50-60 bps
in the current cycle seems
feasible,” Dipanwita
Mazumdar, an economist
with Bank of Baroda said
in a report.

The central bank has
raised the key interest rate
by 190 basis points since
May this year, taking the
repo rate to a three-year
high of 5.9 per cent.
Upasna Bhardwaj, chief
economist of Kotak
Mahindra Bank, said
given the global adverse
conditions, the pressure
on the rupee is likely to
persist and hence the need
for continued rate hikes.
“We expect the MPC to
hike 35 bps in the
December policy.

RBI’s 50 bps hike in repo on
expected lines, say analysts

HH ollywood star Angelina
Jolie wants the world to

divert its attention to what's
happening in Iran currently.
The middle-eastern country is
currently gripped by protests
from women following the
death of a 22-year-old woman
named Mahsa Amini, reports
'People' magazine. Amini
died on September 16 in Iran
after being detained by the
country's Morality Police for
allegedly wearing a Hijab too
loosely.

'People' further states
that demonstrations broke
out following Amini's death,
and the ongoing unrest has
seen women burning their
Hijabs or cutting their hair in
protest. The Academy Award
winner shared several
images taken in the streets
of Iran to Instagram, raising
awareness about the ongo-
ing situation in the Middle
East.

"Respect to the brave,
defiant, fearless women of
Iran," Jolie wrote in the cap-
tion of her post. "All those
who have survived and resis-
ted for decades, those tak-
ing to the streets today, and
Mahsa Amini and all young
Iranians like her."

"Women don't need their
morals policed, their minds
re-educated, or their bodies
controlled. They need free-
dom to live and breathe
without violence or threats,"
Jolie, 47, continued. "To the
women of Iran, we see you
# W o m a n L i f e F r e e d o m
#MahsaAmini."

In the post, Jolie also
included a statement that
briefly explained the conflict
taking place in the country,
"Protests in Iran are in their
12th consecutive night," the
slide read. "They started in
response to the death of 22
year old Mahsa Amini while
in morality police custody
(sic)."

"Since the protests began,
riot police have attacked
protestors with brutal force,
and more than 70 people
have reportedly been killed,"
it added.

ACROSS

1. Ice ____

6. Oxlike beasts

10. Wild attempt

14. More pleasant

15. The ____ Star State

16. Ship’s frame

17. Different

18. Eager

19. Singer ____ Fitzgerald

20. Has-____

21. Large sets of computer info

23. French friend

26. Oppressive ruler

27. Motto

30. “____ dead people!” (2 wds.)

32. Slept through winter

34. Broadcasts

38. Love, in Rome

39. America’s Uncle

40. ____ metal

41. Departs

42. On purpose

44. Serving aid

45. Made amends

46. ____ of Liberty

50. Nile viper

51. Paused

55. Track shape

59. Garden tool

60. Papa’s mate

61. Rocker ____ Cooper

62. Customer

63. Leave

64. Those who fib

65. Cots

66. Ceremonial act

67. Small landmass

DOWN

1. Snooty person
2. Airborne toy
3. Yearn
4. Adolescents
5. Make a mistake
6. Happy
7. Bossa ____
8. Single thing
9. Tranquilized
10. Clip
11. Oklahoma city
12. Comic Tim ____
13. Explosion
22. Adios!
24. Stallion’s mate
25. Roadhouse
27. Thick carpet
28. Chauffeured car
29. Band instrument
30. Milan’s land

31. Half (prefix)

33. On an ocean trip

34. Parthenon locale

35. OPEC member

36. Assess

37. Zipped

40. Movie backdrops

42. Visionary

43. Bleat

44. King ____

46. Bush

47. Taunt

48. Requested

49. Cake layers

52. Car for hire

53. Discharge

54. Escort

56. Small bottle

57. 43,560 square feet

58. “____ we forget”

61. Muhammad ____
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Are you technically single but very deeply

involved with someone, Aquarius? If so, don’t be

surprised if today you extend or receive a pro-

posal of marriage. Recent events have brought

you very close together and greatly intensified

the bond between you. Your partner may want

to legalize that bond. Do you? If there is even the

smallest doubt, give yourself some time to think.

Acting on impulse isn’t a good idea right now.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Exciting news could come to you today that

could bring a lot of joy into your life, Pisces. Your

income may soon skyrocket, and more opportu-

nities to advance yourself professionally should

start coming thick and fast. You may even

receive some sort of public acknowledgment.

This isn’t the end of the line, however - this is

only the beginning! You will be glad to know you

can expect this trend to continue for some time.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A powerful bond between you and a romantic

partner could have you walking around with your

head in the clouds, Aries. Things between you

seem to be improving by leaps and bounds. Right

now, it all seems just too perfect. Savor every

moment of your time together. You will want to

remember them when times aren’t quite so easy.

We all deserve such halcyon days. You and your

beloved should definitely make the most of it.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Taurus, love of all kinds - the love of friends,

the affection of family members, romantic

love - flourishes in the home today as you

hear from a great deal of people, perhaps

unexpectedly. One of these people could

bring some wonderful news about money. A

strong sense of unity should be very appar-

ent, at least to you.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A small gathering of friends, relatives, and

neighbors could take place in your neighbor-

hood today, if possible, Gemini. You might run

into a few old friends you haven’t seen in a long

time and enjoy catching up. A former romantic

partner could also get in contact. Are you still

interested? If so, pursue it. It might work this

time! If you’re no longer interested, perhaps you

could now be friends. Think about it!

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

If you’ve asked your employer for a raise

recently, Cancer, the astral energy indicates

that you can expect to receive one soon. Your

employer is greatly impressed with your

efforts, and probably thinking that you might

be setting your sights elsewhere. Opportunities

may certainly appear, although this is obvious-

ly not the time to decide. Take some time to

really think and consider everything carefully.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

An unexpected letter or package might arrive

sometime today, Leo. This could be a gift

from a lover - perhaps a bit more lavish than

you would have expected. You could receive

other communications as well. At least one

could be related to your job in some way. A

virtual party invitation could also come, and

you will probably want to attend. A significant

other will want to join you.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Happiness reigns in the home right now, Virgo.

Money comes pouring in from bonuses, salary

from extra hours, or gifts. You may be consid-

ering spending some of this money on either

adding to or refurbishing your home. If you’re

having trouble making a decision, consider

consulting a decorator. There is great harmony

within your family. You seem to understand

each other on an intuitive level.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Are you single, Libra? If so, today you might

fall in love at first sight. You may have been

frustrated lately by the lack of available,

interesting people, but today you could meet

someone who seems too perfect for words.

And you can rest assured that the attraction

is mutual! If you’re already involved, you can

expect a revival of the fairytale romance

between you and a significant other.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A strong attraction to someone could take
you by surprise today, Scorpio. This person
could be involved in the arts in some way,
perhaps film, television, or recording. You
might spend considerable time, perhaps vir-
tually, together for the purpose of working
on a project, but the energy between you
should be strong and apparent to both of you.
If you’re interested in a new relationship,
make sure you look your best.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Are you involved in a creative project that
involves modern technology, Sagittarius? If so,
progress could be made by leaps and bounds,
starting today. A lucky break might set you off
in a new direction that adds depth and dimen-
sion to your work. Communication with col-
leagues should be warm, congenial, and sup-
portive. There is a sense of unity that pervades
the group and adds to the energy and enthusi-
asm. You will love the results of your efforts.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

If you own your home or have any kind of

investments in real estate, Capricorn, you

might hear some great news today about the

value of that investment. It’s likely to be

increasing, and probably will continue in that

direction. This could make a big difference in

your life in some way right now. In fact, there

might be a number of options opening to you.

Consider them all carefully and go for the gold.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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SS  ony Entertainment
Television's singing reality

show Indian Idol - Season 13 that
announced its Top 15 contest-
ants last weekend will now make
a spectacular mark with their
respective singing prowess this
weekend with 'The Dream
Debut' that is all set to air on 1st
& 2nd October at 8:00pm

The Top 15 contestants Rishi
Singh from Ayodhya, Chirag
Kotwal from Jammu & Kashmir,
Shagun Pathak from Ranchi,
Vineet Singh from Lucknow,
Navdeep Wadali, Rupam
Bharnarhia from Amritsar,
Shivam Singh from Baroda,
Kavya Limaye from Gujarat,
Bidipta Chakraborty, Anushka

Patra, Senjuti Das, Sanchari
Sengupta, Sonakshi Kar,
Debosmita Roy and Pritam Roy
from Kolkata will not only make
a befitting mark on the judges -
Himesh Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal Dadlani but
also perform in front of the emei-
ment personalities from the
music and entertainment indus-
try like - Ismail Darbar, Anand Ji,
Neeraj Sridhar, Sapna
Mukherjee, Javed Ali, Armaan
Malik, Jatin Pandit to ace actors
like Aruna Irani, Mandakini,
Rashmika Mandanna to veteran
director Subhash Ghai and direc-
tor of ‘Goodbye’ Vikas Bahl, the
weekend episodes are definitely
going to me a ‘Must-Watch!’

Contestant Rishi Singh who hails
from Ayodhya will be seen
singing ‘Kaise Hua’. His perform-
ance took everyone by storm but
there was one guest who stood
out. Youth sensation Armaan
Malik who was visibly available
amazed with Rishi's perform-
ance calls it a 'Music Concert'.
Rishi's performance achieves a
standing ovation from everyone
present on set who were
stunned. Not only this but post
his performance Armaan Malik
and Rishi Singh will be seen
singing a duo song 'Tu Pehla
Pehla Pyaar Hai Mera' on the
stage leaving everybody mes-
merized.

In addition to this Armaan
Malik compliments Rishi Singh
and says, “I have got so many
messages from my fans about
Rishi. They have shared so many
videos of him. When I saw his
videos, I was amazed and today
hearing him live I am blown
away. It was an outstanding per-
formance. 

A lot of people do singing but
the way you sing with a different
tonality is what we look for in a
singer the playback voice, I think
Rishi Singh you are the new play-
back voice. I do follow you and I
have shared a video also on my
Instagram. I am your biggest
fan.”

BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  ttuunnee  iinn  ttoo  ‘‘TThhee  DDrreeaamm
DDeebbuutt’’  ooff  IInnddiiaann  IIddooll  ––  SSeeaassoonn  1133
oonn  11sstt  &&  22nndd  OOccttoobbeerr  aatt  88::0000  PPMM
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn!!

Rishi Singh to 
share the stage with

Armaan Malik!

H is look? Khaufnaak!
His humour? Witty!

His story? Full-on enter-
taining! Baghwa ke
Bachchhan Paandey hain
toh professional don, par
personality bilkul hero
wali. Get ready to meet
this one-of-a-kind thug
with the channel pre-
miere of Bachchhan
Paandey on Saturday, 1st
October 8PM only on
&pictures. Taking us on
this adventurous ride
filled with action, ro-
mance and drama, we
have the king of action
films, Akshay Kumar, the
gorgeous Kriti Sanon,
Jacqueline Fernandez ex-
uding elegance along with
the witty Arshad Warsi in
pivotal roles. So, this
Saturday &pictures pre-

miere party is going to be
zabardast with
Bachchhan Paandey ka
swag, catch the channel
premiere of the film on
1st October at 8 pm.

While the world was
fooled by the tough exteri-
or of Baghwa’s
Bachchhan Paandey, this
is exactly what drove bud-
ding filmmaker, Myra, to
take on a dangerous task
to document his journey
along with his struggling
actor friend. Little did she
know, this journey will in-
troduce her to a rather dif-
ferent side of Bachchhan
Paandey, perhaps a much
softer version of him. The
journey goes through dan-
gerous/ nail biting twists
and turns but ensures a
fun time throughout. But

will she be able to capture
the real face of
Bachchhan Paandey
through the film?

Bachchhan Paandey is
just the beginning, as
&pictures is all set to amp-
up your October plans
with dhamakedaar pre-
mieres back to back!
Taking entertainment up
a notch, the channel will
bring you this year’s
record-breaking film,
RRR along with the elec-
trifying action entertain-
er, OM up next. So, mark
your calendars because
&pictures has an eventful
month planned for you all!

Kickstart October with
the channel premiere of
Bachchhan Paandey on
1st October at 8pm only
on &pictures.s

Channel premiere of 
‘Bachchhan Paandey’ today

P an-India star
Prabhas has

shared the teaser poster
of his upcoming film

'Adipurush', in which
he is essaying the role
of Lord Rama and looks
stunning. Prabhas took

to Instagram, where he
shared the teaser
poster. In the teaser
poster, he looks every-
inch royal with a mous-
tache twirled and aim-
ing his bow towards the
sky.

He wrote as the cap-
tion: "Join us as we em-
bark on a magical jour-
ney on the Sarayu River
Bank in Ayodhya, UP.

#AdipurushInAyodhy
a Unveil the first poster
and teaser of our film
with us on Oct. 2 at 7:11
PM! #AdipurushTeaser
#Adipurush releases IN
THEATRES on January
12, 2023 in IMAX & 3D!"

The film also stars
Saif Ali Khan, Sunny
Singh and Kriti Sanon.
Produced by T-Series
and Retrophiles Pvt
Ltd, the movie is all set
to release in theatres on
January 12, 2023.

Prabhas nails it as Lord Rama
in 'Adipurush' teaser poster

TT elevision star Rashami
Desai, who is known for

shows such as 'Uttaran' and
'Naagin', said that she loves
the festival of Navratri and
enjoys playing garba. "I per-
sonally love the festival of
Navratri and know all the
dance steps. I really love play-
ing Garba and I can do it any-
where whether it be my socie-
ty or any public ground." "I'm
very excited for this year
since we couldn't enjoy the
festival for the past few years
due to the pandemic.
Spending hours dancing and
celebrating with family and
friends is what Navratri is
all about," said Rashami.
On the acting front,
Rashami was last seen
on screen in the reality
show 'Bigg Boss 15',

where actress
Tejasswi Prakash

emerged win-
ner and she

was the 5th
r u n n e r-

up.

Rashami Desai: I love

Navratri and Garba

A ctress Parineeti
Chopra has shared

that she had to learn
Israeli martial art form
Krav Maga for three
months to perfect her
role as an elite agent in
the film 'Code Name
Tiranga'.

Developed for the
Israel Defence Forces,
Krav Maga is derived
from a combination of
techniques used in aiki-
do, judo, karate, and box-
ing and wrestling.

Parineeti says, "One of
the key action tech-
niques of an agent is
hand to hand combat, so
I learnt Krav Maga, a
form of martial arts, for
a total of 3 months to get
my action sequences
right."

"It is a very physically
and mentally demanding
form of martial arts as
its not only just move-
ments but it also needs a
lot of mental awareness
of the surroundings one
is in which is what exact-

ly an agent needs to do
on a mission." She adds:
"Most of my fight se-
quences were against
men who were a lot taller
than me like the stunt
men and co-actor Sharad
Kelkar and sometimes
the fight sequences
would require them to
fight with their full body
weight."

Parineeti said that at
the end of most days she
had injures and bruises
all over her body.

"And the next day the
most amount of make up
would be needed not on
my face but rather to
cover up my injuries. I'm
extremely happy with
the way people are liking
my action shots in the
trailer and it is a big
thing for someone like
me who has never done
action as a genre before."

'Code Name Tiranga'
also stars Harrdy
Sandhu opposite
Parineeti and is set to re-
lease on October 14.

Parineeti learnt Krav 
Maga for three months for

'Code Name Tiranga'

Angelina Jolie
talks about 

tense situation,
demonstrations in Iran
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Sylhet (Bangladesh),
Sep 30 (PTI): An in-form
India would look to carry
forward the momentum of
a historic ODI series
sweep in England while
trying to put behind the
“Mankading” controversy
as they open their
women’s Asia Cup T20
campaign against Sri
Lanka here on Saturday.

The Indian women
haven’t had a lot of suc-
cess of late in the T20 for-
mat but at the continental
level, Harmanpreet Kaur’s
team will start as clear
favourites.

Barring their only blem-
ish in the last edition of
the tournament, India
have won all the Asia Cup
titles since the event’s in-
ception in 2004 (4 titles in
ODI format and 2 in T20
version).

The Asia Cup was trans-
formed from ODI to T20
format in 2012 and India
have won twice, while los-
ing to hosts Bangladesh in
the last edition in 2018.

And, India would look to
assert their continental
dominance in the tourna-
ment, which returns after
a hiatus of four years.

The 2020 edition of the
event in Bangladesh was
first postponed to 2021 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic
before being cancelled al-
together. After claiming a
historic silver medal at the

B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games,
where women’s cricket
made its debut in T20 for-
mat, India suffered a 1-2
away defeat against
England earlier this
month.

But the Harmanpreet-
led side made a fantastic
turnaround in the ODIs,
clean sweeping England 3-
0 to record a historic series
victory, which marked a

glorious end to Indian
bowling legend Jhulan
Goswami’s international
career.

The Indian series win,
however, reignited an in-
tense debate over the spir-
it of the game after all-
rounder Deepti Sharma
ran out Charlie Dean dur-
ing the series-clinching
third ODI as the English
batter backed up at the
non-striker’s end.

The Indian team would
be desperate to move on
from the incident and
focus on the Asia Cup.

On the team’s front,
Harmanpreet has been in
imperious form. Smriti
Mandhana too is in good
touch but Shafali Verma,
Sabbhineni Meghana and
Dayalan Hemalatha need
their bats do the talking.

Jemimah Rodrigues’ re-
turn to the side after miss-

ing the tour of England
due to a hand injury, au-
gurs well for India. Wicket-
keeper Richa Ghosh, who
made a comeback in
England after being
dropped from the
Commonwealth Games, is
also in the mix.

India’s seam bowling at-
tack will be led by Renuka
Singh, while Radha Yadav,
Rajeshwari Gayakwad
and Deepti will be in
charge of the spin depart-
ment.

Sri Lanka, on the other
hand, will be heavily rely-
ing on skipper Chamari
Athapaththu to deliver the
goods with the bat in the
absence young Vishmi
Gunaratne, who is out due
to a back stress fracture.

The island nation’s mid-
dle-order will revolve
around Hasini Perera and
H a r s h i t h a
Samarawickrama, while
the bowling attack will
heavily depend on spin-
ners Inoka Ranaweera and
Oshadi Ranasinghe.

The tournament in-
volves seven teams —
India, Pakistan, Thailand,
Sri Lanka, Malaysia, UAE
and hosts Bangladesh. All
sides will play each other
in a round-robin format —
a total of six matches each
— with the top four quali-
fying for semi-finals.

Match starts at 1 PM.

India look to carry ODI 
momentum into Asia Cup T20

Sylhet, Sep 30 (PTI):

India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur has in-
dicated that Women’s Asia
Cup beginning here on
Saturday will be a lot
about giving game time to
the less experienced play-
ers as the team prepares
for the T20 World Cup
early next year.

The likes of D
Hemalatha and Kiran
Navgire were tried out in
the preceding series in
England but could not
make an impact. Jemimah
Rodrigues has recovered
from a wrist injury that
ruled her out of England
series and is expected to
play as opener against Sri
Lanka on Saturday.

Opener Shafali Verma is
another one under the
scanner following a dismal
run in England. The team
however goes into the
tournament high on confi-
dence having beaten
England 3-0 in the ODIs.

“A lot of T20s are com-
ing up ahead of the World
Cup. Players who have not
got enough chances can
also get match time before
the World Cup. There are
lot of areas we can work
on. We are going to see if
somebody else can get a
chance in the first six
overs and players can also
be tried out in the middle
overs and death overs.

“Bowling also we need
to try for the right team
combination. Jemi is fine,
she batted in the nets
today,” said Harmanpreet
while also providing a fit-

ness update on Jemimah.
The T20 World Cup will be
played in South Africa in
February next year. She
also backed 18-year-old
Shafali to get back
amongst the runs.

“She is doing really well
in the nets. Sometimes you
are not able to carry that
form in the middle. You
need to spend some time
in the middle and I am
sure she will get her form

back. Asia Cup will be a
great platform for her.

“We will try to give her
enough matches to get her
confidence back.”
Harmanpreet, however,
has been batting at her
best of late and smashed a
memorable 143 not out off
111 balls in England. The
India skipper said she is
enjoying the added respon-
sibility as the leader of the
side.

With eye on T20 WC, Harmanpreet plans 
to try out batters for all phases in Asia Cup

Gandhinagar, Sep 30 (PTI):

Olympic silver medallist
Mirabai Chanu expectedly
won the gold medal with a
total lift of 191 kgs in the
women’s 49kg weightlift-
ing competition at the 36th
National Games here on
Friday. Mirabai, who had
claimed the
Commonwealth Games
gold medal in
Birmingham in August,
walked away with the title
after lifting 84kg in snatch
and 107 kgs in clean & jerk.

Participating in her sec-
ond National Games,
Mirabai revealed that she
was nursing an injury in
her left wrist, due to which
she didn’t go for her third
attempts in both sections.

“I recently injured my
left wrist during training
at NIS, Patiala, after which
I made sure not to risk it
further. The World
Championships are com-
ing up in December,” she
said. “It is a proud mo-
ment for me to represent
Manipur at the National
Games, and the excite-

ment doubled when I was
asked to lead the contin-
gent at the Opening
Ceremony. It normally
gets hectic to attend open-
ing ceremonies as my
event starts early the next
day, but I felt I must chal-
lenge myself this time
around,” she added.

The diminutive
Manipuri, who is aiming
for her first podium finish
at the Asian Games next
year, prefers to stay in the
moment and focus on the
World Championships
where she is expected to be
up against weightlifters
from the Asian power-
houses. “Yes an Asian

Games medal is missing
from the cabinet, and it’s
something that’s on the
back of my mind. It will
my first Asian Games
after missing out on the
2018 edition with a back in-
jury. The competition level
at the Asiad will be great,
but for me, the main focus
now is the Worlds, where I
will get to compete against
the same weightlifters,”
the 28-year-old said.

Sanjita Chanu settled
for the silver medal with a
total lift of 187 kgs (Snatch
82kg, C&J 105kg), while
Odisha’s Sneha Soren
picked up the bronze after
totalling 169kg (Snatch

73kg, C&J 96kg) at the
Mahatma Mandir here.

“This is a special mo-
ment for me. But congratu-
lations to Mirabai. She de-
serves all the praise and
accolades for her brilliant
effort,” a visibly emotional
Sanjita said in a release.

“It feels great to compete
at the National Games,
and represent my state.
The last time (in Kerala
2015), I won the gold in a
lower weight category, but
after seven years, the level
of competition definitely
goes up.”

In snatch, Mirabai
seized an early advantage
by raising the bar to 81kgs
in her very first attempt,
before a clean effort of
84kg in her second lift gave
her a cushion of 3kgs over
her Manipuri statemate
Sanjita, who could man-
age 80kg and 82kgs in her
first two attempts.

Sanjita’s third attempt
of lifting 84kg was ad-
judged a foul. Mirabai pre-
ferred to save her energy
and didn’t turn up for the
third attempt.

Weightlifting at National Games

Mirabai pips Sanjita for 49kg gold

Rajkot, Sep 30 (PTI):

Veteran Cheteshwar
Pujara would strive to
stay relevant in the na-
tional team’s scheme of
things with a purposeful
knock when Saurashtra
clashes with Rest of
India, a side that is
packed with five special-
ist openers, in the Irani
Cup clash starting here
Saturday.

While Madhya Pradesh
are the 2021-22 Ranji
Trophy champions,
Saurashtra will be play-
ing the Irani Trophy by
virtue of being the 2019-
20 champions as the one-
off match wasn’t held for
successive seasons due to
COVID-19.

Gone are those days
when the Rest of India
versus Ranji champions’
encounter used to be a
virtual national team
trial game where a good
performance was a sure
shot ticket towards an

entry into the national
dressing room.

An Irani Cup in 2022 is
more about being in the
scheme of things as far as
reserve bench is con-
cerned and majority of
the Rest of India squad
comprises of players,
who have all featured in
the recent A series
against New Zealand.

The Saurashtra team
has a battle-hardened pro

in Pujara, whose Test ca-
reer is at the crossroads
and he wouldn’t like to
put a foot wrong before
the away series in
Bangladesh.

He has had a dream
run for Sussex in both red
ball and white ball (List
A) games but whether the
selectors will persist with
him in Tests going for-
ward is another matter.

But on his home

ground where he has
scored truckloads of
runs, Pujara can prove to
be more than a handful
for the young speed guns
like Umran Malik,
Kuldeep Sen, Arzan
Nagwaswalla or the up-
coming spinners nasmely
R Sai Kishore and
Saurabh Kumar.

However the primary
problem that Rest of
India face is having too
many openers — all in-
form in their squad of 15.

There is India ‘A’ pair of
Priyank Panchal and
Abhimanyu Easwaran
that did well against New
Zealand ‘A’ while
Yashasvi Jaiswal was in
regal form in the Duleep
Trophy, scoring 265 in the
final. Then there is Test
opener Mayank Agarwal
who is trying to make a
comeback and young
Yash Dhull who has
scored 770 runs in five
first class games in his
debut season.

Irani Cup: Pujara and ‘five openers’
in focus as Saurashtra take on ROI

New Delhi,
Sep 30
(PTI):

Star strik-
er Vandana
Katariya feels the
Indian women’s
hockey team has been
making the right progres-
sion at the international
level and the players re-
mained focussed on setting
goals and achieving them
going forward.

Vandana, a veteran of
over 250 internationals
matches, said by virtue of
improved performances in
tournaments of late, the
world is now taking note of
Indian women’s hockey.

A testimony to Indian
team’s improvement is
nomination of several
players in the FIH Star
Awards. While captain
Savita has been nominated
for the Best Goalkeeper of
the Year, young Mumtaz
Khan has been nominated
for the Rising Star of the
Year award and chief
coach Janneke Schopman
is the vying for Coach of
the Year recognition. “I

feel we are making the
right strides. About three
or four years ago, the team
rarely made the cut for any
awards as our perform-
ance was not up to the
mark. But now, we have
been making the right pro-
gression in international
hockey and our perform-
ance is being recognised,”
Vandana said in a release.

“It feels great to receive
this kind of recognition
which shows that our per-
formances are at par with
some of the top teams of
the world, but we are still
grounded and focused on
our own targets.

“We have set short-term
and long-term goals for the
team and we are ticking
the boxes, one-by-one,” she
said. India’s next major in-
ternational outing is the
FIH Women’s Nations Cup
in December but the
team’s biggest aim re-
mains a direct qualifica-
tion for 2024 Paris
Olympics through the
Asian Games scheduled
next year in Hangzhou,
China.

We’re making right progression, says women’s
hockey team striker Vandana Katariya

New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI):

Mohammed Siraj on
Friday replaced injured
pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah for India’s re-
maining two T20
International matches
against the visiting
South African team.

Bumrah was on
Thursday ruled out of
the upcoming T20 World
Cup due to a back stress
fracture. “The All-India
Senior Selection

Committee named
Mohd. Siraj as replace-
ment for injured Jasprit
Bumrah for the remain-
der of the T20I series
against South Africa,”
BCCI secretary Jay Shah
said in the statement on
Friday.

“Bumrah has sus-
tained a back injury and
is currently under the
supervision of the BCCI
Medical Team.”

The 28-year-old Siraj,
a right-arm pacer, has so

far played in five T20Is
and picked up five wick-
ets from them. His last
T20I match was against
Sri Lanka at
Dharamsala in February
this year.

India lead the three-
match T20I series
against South Africa 1-0
after a comprehensive
eight-wicket win in
Thiruvananthapuram
on Wednesday. The sec-
ond and third matches
will be played in
Guwahati (October 2)
and Indore (October 4).

Indian squad for
South Africa T20Is:
Rohit Sharma (Captain),
KL Rahul (vice-captain),
Virat Kohli,
Suryakumar Yadav,
Rishabh Pant (wicket-
keeper), Dinesh Karthik
(wicket-keeper), R
Ashwin, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Axar Patel,
Arshdeep Singh,
Harshal Patel, Deepak
Chahar, Umesh Yadav,
Shreyas Iyer, Shahbaz
Ahmed, Mohd Siraj.

Mohd Siraj replaces injured Bumrah
for remainder of T20I series against SA

T20 WC winning
team to get 

USD 1.6 million as
prize money: ICC

DDuubbaaii,,  SSeepp  3300  ((PPTTII)):: The winner
of the upcoming men’s T20 World
Cup is Australia will take home a
whopping prize money of USD 1.6
million, the game’s governing
body ICC announced on Friday.
The ICC said in a statement that
the runner-up side will get half
the amount of the winning team’s
prize purse.

At the end of the 16-team
tournament that runs for nearly a
month, the losing semi-finalists
will each get USD 400,000 from
the USD 5.6 million total prize
pool. The eight teams who exit at
the Super 12 stage will receive
USD 70,000 each. 

“Like last year at the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2021, a win
in each of the 30 games in the
Super 12 phase will be worth USD
40,000,” the ICC stated. The eight
teams that made it directly to the
Super 12 phase are Afghanistan,
Australia, Bangladesh, England,
India, New Zealand, Pakistan and
South Africa. 

The other eight teams —
Namibia, Sri Lanka, Netherlands,
UAE in Group A and West Indies,
Scotland, Ireland and Zimbabwe
in Group B — have been split into
two groups of four each and will
play the first round.

Sikki-Kapoor 
enter semifinals of

Vietnam Open
Ho Chi Minh City, Sep 30
(PTI): Indian mixed dou-
bles pair of Rohan Kapoor
and N Sikki Reddy pro-
gressed to the semifinals
of the Vitenam Open
Super 100 tournament
here on Friday.

The unseeded Indian
duo of Sikki and Kapoor,
who had clinched the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
International Challenge
title last week, stunned
third seeds Chan Peng
Soon and Cheah Yee See of
Malaysia 21-19 21-17 in a 39-
minute clash. The duo will
face top seeds Rehan
Naufal Kusharjanto and
Lisa Ayu Kusumawati of
Indonesia in the semifi-
nals. Sikki and Kapoor
showed nerves of steel as
they erased 3-6 deficit to
grab a slender one-point
lead. The Malaysians once
again nosed ahead to a 15-
12 advantage but the
Indian pair managed to
turn the tables with four-
point burst to lead 19-18
and knocked off the re-
maining two points to lead
the match 1-0.

EC to honour 
centenarian voters 

Bhopal, Sep 30 (PTI): The
Election Commission (EC)
will honour voters aged 100
and above on the occasion
of International Day of
Older People in Madhya
Pradesh on Saturday, a sen-
ior official said on Friday.
There are 4,168 voters above
the age of 100 in the state,
including 3,040 women and
1,128 men, Madhya Pradesh
chief electoral officer
(CEO) Anupam Rajan said.
Among them, 862 live in
urban areas, while 3,306 re-
side in rural parts, he said.
"The EC will honour voters
who have taken part in vot-
ing since the first general
election held in the country
and have completed or
crossed 100 years of age on
the occasion of the
International Day of Older
People," Rajan told PTI.

ED freezes crypto
currency, Tether

worth Rs 47.64 lakh
New Delhi, Sep 30 (PTI):
The Enforcement
Directorate has freezed
crypto currencies and
Tether, an Ethereum token
that is pegged to the value
of a US dollar, equivalent to
Rs 47.64 lakh under the pro-
visions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). This has come fol-
lowing an investigation
conducted by the ED
against a person named
Aamir Khan and others re-
lating to the Mobile gaming
application, E-nuggets,
According to an
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) statement. The ED ini-
tiated the money launder-
ing investigation on the
basis of an FIR registered
on February 15, 2021 under
various sections of IPC by
the Park Street police sta-
tion in Kolkata against
Khan and a few others
based on complaint filed by
the Federal Bank in a
Kolkata court. Khan
launched a mobile gaming
application namely E-
Nuggets, which was de-
signed for the purpose of
defrauding public.

‘Will stay away from active 
politics post retirement’

Meerut (UP), Sep 30 (PTI): 

Meghalaya Governor
Satya Pal Malik on Friday
said he will neither join
any political party nor
contest elections post his
retirement from the cur-
rent post, putting an end to
speculations that he would
be joining the Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD). Malik will
complete his tenure as the
governor of the Northeast
state on Friday.

On his post-retirement
plans, Malik told PTI, "I
have no plans yet. I will
take part in activities only
if they are related to farm-
ers. Neither will I join any
party nor will I contest
any election."
Speculations were rife that
the senior leader would
join the RLD following ad-

vertisements that showed
that he would participate
in a 'Kisan Sammelan' in
Shamli district on October
3 and share the stage with
RLD chief Jayant
Chaudhary. "The Shamli
meeting was supposed to
be a non-political one con-
vened for the sake of farm-
ers. But it has been can-
celled in view of Section

144 there," he clarified.
Malik had hit the head-
lines for supporting the
farmers agitating against
the Centre's three agricul-
tural laws and putting the
government in the dock
despite occupying the gov-
ernor's office.

He had also raised the
issue of alleged corruption
in Jammu and Kashmir.
Malik was appointed the
governor of Bihar on
September 30, 2017. He was
then sent to Jammu and
Kashmir in August 2018
and later to Meghalaya in
2020. He was born on July
24, 1946, in Uttar Pradesh's
Baghpat district and
joined the BJP after his
stints with the Bharatiya
Kranti Dal, the Congress,
the Janata Dal, the Lok Dal
and the Samajwadi Party.

Chennai, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Seven Chola-era bronze
idols besides two exquisite
Thanjavur paintings, said
to be worth several crores
of rupees in total, were con-
fiscated from a house here,
the Tamil Nadu Idol Wing
CID said on Friday. The
idols, found to be of her-
itage value, were apparent-
ly stolen from temples and
sold to a person, the police
said.

"The Idol Wing effected
the seizure as the owner
was not in possession of
documents authorising
legal custody of the antique
idols. As the owner could

not establish provenance of
the idols, the Idol Wing has
registered a case and is in-
vestigating," Idol Wing CID,
DGP, K Jayant Murali, said.

The bronze idols, which
included the images of
Lord Krishna, Goddess
Parvati, two Buddha idols,
Goddess Parvati in sitting
position, Tara and another
goddess and Balakrishna
painting with glass frame
along with Krishna and
Yashala painting with
glass frame would be pro-
duced before the ASI for
inspection, and a report
will be forwarded to the
Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments

(HR&CE) department for
identifying and assigning
the idols to the temples, he
said. Murali and IGP
Dinakaran lauded and re-
warded DSP Muthuraja
and team for seizing the
seven ancient idols.

Following receipt of in-
formation that seven high-
value antique Chola
bronzes and two
Thanjavur paintings of
15th century vintage had
been left behind at his
house here by an NRI in
2011, the senior officials di-
rected Superintendent of
Police P Ravi to undertake
a search. Since the house
owner lived in the US, the

police contacted him and
sought for documents relat-
ed to the idols and paint-
ings to be produced within
a week's time.

Initially, he claimed that
his parents were in posses-
sion of the idols even be-
fore he was born and that
he was clueless about the
origin of the idols. "He
failed to produce the pa-
pers and was given addi-
tional time. However, real-
ising that possessing an-
tique idols without prove-
nance and registration was
illegal, he decided to hand
over the idols to the wing,"
a release here said.

On September 29, the

owner of idols requested
the Idol Wing to take posses-
sion of the sculptures.
Some of the idols had mark-
ings and slots for fixing
them on temple palanquins
for carrying them during
festive occasions.

The fact that they are an-
tique idols, that were proba-
bly stolen from temples and
sold to the present person,
and the absence of valid pa-
pers to reveal their prove-
nance makes illegal posses-
sions liable for confiscation.
Therefore, the Idol Wing
CID seized the illegal idols
in the presence of witness-
es on September 29, the re-
lease said.

Gas leaks from ONGC 
well in Mehsana

Mehsana, Sep 30 (PTI): 

Gas leaked from a well of
the Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) near a
village in Gujarat's
Mehsana district on Friday,
an official said. While the
gas is not inflammable or
poisonous, people in nearby
areas have complained of
burning sensation in their
eyes and throat, he said.

The leak began around 2
am at the well located near
Kasalpura village and ef-
forts are on by the staff to
control it, Mehsana District
Development Officer Om
Prakash said. With a popu-
lation of around 850,
Kasalpura is located
around 1.5 km from the
site, he said. "Compressed
air that is pumped into the
well has been escaping, and
the gas is not poisonous or
inflammable. People have
complained of mild burn-
ing sensation in eyes and
throat.

Wind direction is to-
wards Kasalpura," Om
Prakash told PTI. At least
40 people in three villages
nearby have complained of
burning sensation in eyes
and throat, and the ONGC
has been asked to set up gas
analysers to check the na-
ture of gas leaking from the
well, he said. The district
administration has set up
out-patient departments in
Kasalpura and two other
nearby villages with doc-
tors and ambulances and
deployed fire fighters there
for any eventuality, he said.

New Delhi, Sept 30 (PTI): 

Popular Front of India
(PFI) members, who
joined the dreaded terror
organisation ISIS, always
took a long circuitous
route to avoid the security
dragnet before arriving in
conflict theatres like Syria
to take part in jihad, offi-
cials said.

The PFI was banned by
the government on
Tuesday for five years for
allegedly having "links"
with global terror organi-
sations like the ISIS and
trying to spread commu-
nal hatred in the country.

According to documents
prepared by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA), there were a few
cases of youths getting
killed or arrested at for-
eign soil and later being

deported back to India.
In 2017, Kerala Police re-

ceived information that
some Muslim youths had
migrated to Syria and
some were planning to
join hands with ISIS in its
jihad and most of the ac-
cused in the case were
members of the PFI.

Hamza, a Gulf returnee,
was the alleged master-
mind behind recruiting
Kerala youths to ISIS. To
execute his plans, Hamza
befriended suitable PFI
supporters who already
harboured anti-national or
anti-establishment senti-
ments, officials said.

The divisional president
of the PFI, Md Sameer
alias Abu Safvan, alleged-
ly hatched and conveyed
the plan to exit India and
enter Syria after taking
refuge in different coun-

tries to finally join ISIS in
Syria. In the process, the
accused went to Saudi
Arabia, Malaysia and
Turkey and waited for
final call to join jihad in
Syria, the officials said.

Later, Abdul Manaf
alias Abu Fathimaand,
Mohammed Sameer alias
Abu Safvan, both PFI lead-
ers, were killed in Syria
while participating in
jihad. As investigation
progressed, five persons
including the mastermind
were apprehended by the
Kerala Police before join-
ing the ISIS, they said.

The Kerala Police filed a
charge sheet against 17 ac-
cused for supporting the
ISIS or Daesh. Hamza, the
alleged mastermind in the
case was a "hardcore
Salafi follower" who used
to preach in support of the

ISIS and Taliban.
After declaration of

Islamic Caliphite in Iraq
and Syria, Hamza con-
vinced Mohammed
Sameer and Abdul Manaf,
both PFI members, about
the need to perform 'hijra'
from the land of 'infidels',
the officials said.

Sameer indoctrinated
ISIS ideology to other PFI
cadres like Shajahan VK,
who was accused in anoth-
er terror case, and
Mohammed Shajil.

Mohammed Sameer
moved to Saudi Arabia
along with the family on
December 12, 2015 on the
pretext of performing
'Umrah'. Before infiltrat-
ing to Syria, he directed
other PFI associates to
leave India where criminal
cases were already pend-
ing against them.

On Int’l Day of Older
People today

p People complain 
of irritation in 
eyes, throat
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Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan inspects a Guard of Honour, in New Delhi, Friday.

GUARD OF HONOUR ‘Several PFI members travelled
to ISIS strongholds to join jihad’

TN Idol Wing seizes 7 Chola-era idols, 2 Thanjavur paintings

HC rejects bail plea of accused
Mumbai, Sep 30 (PTI): 

The Bombay High
Court has rejected the
bail plea of an accused in
the 2012 Pune bomb
blasts case, noting that
there was a prima facie
case made out against
him. A division bench of
Justices Revati Mohite
Dere and Sharmila
Deshmukh in its order
dated September 27 re-
jected the bail plea of
Munib Memon and di-
rected to expedite the
trial in the case.

The order copy was
made available on Friday.

On August 1, 2012, five
low-intensity blasts oc-
curred across Pune, and
while there was no death
reported, a few persons
had suffered injuries.

The bench in its order
said that the perusal of
the confessional state-
ments made by the co-ac-
cused in the case prima
facie shows the complici-
ty of Memon, that he had

attended the conspiracy
meeting and was aware of
the offence to be commit-
ted.

"Considering the con-
fessional statements,
prima facie, it is difficult
to come to a conclusion
that there are no reason-
able grounds for believ-
ing that the appellant is
not guilty of the offences
with which he is
charged," the court said.

"Similarly, the material
on record shows that
there are reasonable
grounds for believing
that the accusation
against the appellant are
prima facie true," it
added. The bench direct-
ed the special court to ex-
pedite the trial in the case
and conclude it by
December 2023.

Memon, who was ar-
rested in 2012, has been
charged under various
sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC),
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA),

Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA), Explosive
Substances Act and the
Arms Act.

The accused in his bail
plea claimed that there
has been a delay in the
commencement of the
trial and he has already
undergone pre-trial de-
tention of nearly 10
years.

He further claimed in-
nocence and said he was
working in a tailor shop
and had no connection
with the alleged offences.

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA), which was handed
over the probe in the
case, said that the blasts
were planned to avenge
the death of one Quatil
Siddique, a member of a
banned terrorist organi-
sation, Indian
Mujahideen.

According to the NIA,
Memon was part of the
outfit that hatched the
conspiracy.
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