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BRIEF

BJP nets ex-Goa CM,
7 other Cong MLAs
Panaji, Sep 14 (PTI):

Nominations
New Delhi: Online nominations and recommendations for the Padma
Awards 2023, to be
announced on the eve of
Republic Day next year,
will be received till
Thursday. The Union home
ministry had opened the
window for accepting nominations and recommendations for the Padma
Awards on May 1. They are
being accepted only on the
Rashtriya Puruskar Portal
(https://awards.gov.in).

Lifer
Azamgarh: A special
court here on Wednesday
awarded life sentence to
former Samajwadi Party
MLA Abhay Narain Patel
and three others in a 24year-old murder case.
The others convicted for
the crime are Lal
Bahadur, Lal Bihari and
Harendra, Assistant
Government Counsel
Deepak Mishra said.

Correction
New Delhi: The National
Testing Agency (NTA) has
opened the application
form correction window
of CUET-UG to allow candidates to make amends
to their forms online. The
correction window, which
opened on September 13,
will be available till 10 am
on September 15.

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant and Goa BJP President
Sadanand Shet Tanavade welcome eight Congress MLAs who
joined the party, in Panaji, Wednesday.

taken the loyalty pledge at
a temple, church and dargah in Goa ahead of the
elections. Asked about the
breach of pledge, Kamat
said that before joining the
BJP he had visited the
temple again. I went to the
temple again and asked

God what to do. God told
me do whatever is best for
you, he said. In a similar
move in July 2019, 10
Congress MLAs had
switched over to the BJP
in Goa. Michael Lobo said
the MLAs took the decision to strengthen the

Ahmedabad, Sep 14 (PTI):
Seven labourers were
killed and one was seriously
injured after falling to the
ground while working inside an elevator shaft at an
under-construction building in Ahmedabad city on
Wednesday morning, police
said.
Police had earlier put the
death toll at eight, but an official later said one worker
was undergoing treatment.
The incident took place
around 9:30 am at the site located
near
Gujarat
University. A senior police
official had initially said the
elevator carrying the workers had crashed to the

People gather at the site after several workers were killed in an
under-construction building, in Ahmedabad, Wednesday.

ground from the seventh
floor, but later police said
the workers fell when the
structure inside the elevator shaft gave way. "Six
labourers who were working inside the elevator shaft
on the 13th floor fell to the
ground after the support

structure suddenly collapsed," said Assistant
Commissioner of Police L B
Zala. "Two others who were
working on the fifth floor
also fell down after losing
balance. Seven of them died
while one is undergoing
treatment," he added.

FINAL TOUCHES

Mathura: Police here registered a case of rape
against three clerics on
Wednesday, an official
said. The Station House
Officer (SHO) of the Sadar
police station, Ajay
Kishore, said the FIR was
lodged on the complaint of
a woman against the clerics of the Sadollah Mosque.
According to the complaint,
cleric Rashid raped the
woman on the pretext of
marriage. Later, two others
also raped the woman, the
complaint reads.

Pithoragarh: An eight-yearold student died and three
others were injured on
Wednesday when the ceiling of a toilet collapsed in
a school in Uttarakhand's
Champawat district, officials said. The incident
occurred at Maunkande
primary school in the district's Pati sub-division,
they said. Chandan died
while three other students,
Soni, Rinku and Shaguni,
all aged eight, were injured
in the accident, Pati SubDivisional Magistrate
(SDM) Rinku Bisht said.

Weather
High

32

Low

25

MARKET
NIFTY 18,003.75 
SENSEX 60,346.97 

BULLION
GOLD
SILVER

50,121
57,072

The Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra
Modi,
on
Wednesday approved a
Constitution amendment
bill that seeks to grant tribal status to the Hatti community living in the TransGiri region of Himachal
Pradesh's Sirmaur district.
Addressing the media,
Union Tribal Affairs
Minister Arjun Munda said
the Cabinet has also approved proposals to grant
Scheduled Tribes status to
the Binjhia community in
Chhattisgarh and the
Narikoravan
and
Kurivikkaran communities
in Tamil Nadu.
After the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order
(Third Amendment) Bill
2022 becomes an Act,
around 1.6 lakh members of
the Hatti community
Trans-Giri region will be
able to derive benefits

Union Minister for Tribal
Affairs Arjun Munda with
Union Minister for Information
& Broadcasting Anurag Thakur
briefs the media on Cabinet
decisions, at National Media
Centre in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

meant for STs under the existing
government
schemes. They will also be
entitled to benefits of reservation in services and admission to educational institutions according to government policy. Union
Information
and
Broadcasting
Minister

Jammu, Sep 14 (PTI):

 At under-construction
building

Booked

Collapse

New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):

Anurag Thakur, who addressed the media after the
Cabinet meeting, said people belonging to the community
in
Himachal
Pradesh had been asking
for inclusion in the ST list
for more than 50 years.
He said the Hatti community in the Jaunsar region
of Uttrakhand had already
been given tribal status.
"The Trans-Giri region of
Sirmaur shares the border
with Jaunsar, and the two
have a cultural similarity. It
is a historic decision. I
thank PM Modi for this,"
Thakur said.
Munda said the Binjhia
community's demand for
inclusion in the ST list of
Chhattisgarh had been
pending for around 15
years. The Cabinet has also
okayed a Constitutional
amendment bill to add the
Narikoravan
and
Kurivikkaran communities
living in the hills of Tamil
Nadu, in the state's ST list.

Seven workers killed after
11 dead as mini-bus plunges into gorge
falling down from elevator shaft  In J-K’s Poonch
PM expresses grief

An artisan gives final touches to idols of Lord Vishwakarma at a workshop ahead of
the Vishwakarma Puja festival, in Guwahati, Wednesday.

One killed, 11 injured as gunmen
go berserk in Begusarai
Begusarai, Sep 14 (PTI)
One person was killed
and 11 others critically injured as two motorcycleborne gunmen went on a
rampage
in
Bihar's
Begusarai district, firing
indiscriminately at people
in crowded areas, police
said.
The assailants are yet to
be identified, they said.
The gunmen opened fire
at Malhipur Chowk in
Begusarai
town
on
Tuesday evening, targeting shops in the busy area,
a police officer said.
Panicked people started
running for their lives,
while shopkeepers fled
leaving shops open.
The miscreants then
went to Barauni Thermal
Chowk, Barauni, Teghra,
Bachwara and Rajendra

Seven police personnel
suspended
Seven police personnel in
Bihar's Begusarai were suspended on Wednesday for
the lapse in duty after two
gunmen went on a rampage
in the district, killing a man
and critically injuring 11
people, a senior official
said. Additional Director
General of Police (HQ)
Jitendra Singh Gangwar said
the police personnel were
on patrolling duty and were
suspended as they could not
stop the two gunmen who
went on a shooting spree in
Begusarai on Tuesday.
A hunt is on to nab the two
gunmen, who are yet to be
identified, he said.

Bridge, and continued firing at people, he said.

Eleven people, including
four women, died and 29
more were injured when an
overcrowded
mini-bus
plunged into a deep gorge
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch
district
on
Wednesday, officials said
here.
The bus was on its way to
Poonch from Gali Maidan
when it met with the accident near Brari Nallah in
the border belt of Sawjian
around 8.30 am, they said.
The officials said a joint
rescue operation by the
Army, police, and local villagers was immediately
launched.
Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi, President
Droupadi Murmu, Vice

BANK FRAUD

Jignesh and Yash Patel, two
Indian-origin artists from west
London are working on a giant
mural of Queen Elizabeth II as
a tribute to the late monarch
who passed away aged 96 in
Scotland last week.

Eight Congress MLAs in
Goa, including former
chief minister Digambar
Kamat, on Wednesday
joined the ruling BJP, in a
body blow to the opposition party which is now
left with just three MLAs
in the 40-member state
Assembly.
The eight MLAs joined
the BJP in presence of
Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant and state BJP
chief Sadanand Shet
Tanavade.
The Congress termed
the move as height of betrayal and shamelessness
on part of the MLAs who
had pledged to remain
faithful to the people and
the party after the
Assembly elections.
In January, they had

hands of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Sawant. The crossing over
of eight of its Goa MLAs
to the BJP is part of the
ruling party's 'Operation
Kichad', the Congress said
and claimed the "break"
was fast-tracked because
of the visible success of its
Bharat Jodo Yatra.
"Operation Kichad of
BJP in Goa has been fast
tracked because of the visible success of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra. BJP is nervous," Congress general
secretary in-charge communications
Jairam
Ramesh tweeted.
"A daily dose of diversion & disinformation is
handed out to undermine
the Yatra. We remain undeterred. We will overcome these dirty tricks of
the BJP," he said.

Centre approves Chh’garh’s
Binjhia community to ST list

Rescue operation underway after a mini-bus fell into a gorge, near
Brari Nallah in Poonch district, Wednesday.

President
Jagdeep
Dhankhar and several leaders from the Valley expressed grief over the loss
of lives in the accident.
The officials said nine
passengers were found
dead on the spot, while two
more succumbed to injuries
at a hospital. The condition

ground strewn with boulders, the officials said,
adding that the vehicle, also
carrying students headed
for schools, was completely
damaged.

ED seizes over 430 kgs gold, silver
after searches at private lockers
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate
on
Wednesday seized 431 kgs of
gold and silver worth more
than Rs 47 crore after it
searched secret lockers of a
bullion company as part of
a money laundering probe
linked to an alleged bank
loan fraud case.
The premises of Raksha
Bullion
and
Classic
Marbles were raided in connection with the case
against a company called
Parekh Aluminex Ltd., the
federal agency said in a
statement. During the
raids, keys of some "private
lockers were found at the

premise of the bullion company," it said. "Upon searching the private lockers, it
was found that the locker
operation was being done
without following proper
norms. No KYC was fol-

Kochi flight catches fire in
Muscat, all onboard safe
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
As many as 151 people
were evacuated from an Air
India Express plane at the
Muscat
airport
on
Wednesday after fire and
smoke were noticed in one
of the engines and aviation
regulator DGCA is probing
the incident, according to
officials.
The incident happened
when the Kochi-bound
Boeing 737-800 aircraft was
taxiing at the airport. Some
passengers suffered minor
bruises at the time of evacuation, the officials said.
There were a total of 141
passengers, 4 infants and 6
crew members onboard the
aircraft, the officials said.
Videos and images on social media showed smoke

of nine of the 29 injured is
critical, and six of them
were airlifted to the
Government
Medical
College and Hospital in
Jammu for specialised
treatment, they said.
The bus rolled down
more than 250 feet into the
gorge and hit the hard

Prime Minister Modi also
announced financial aid of Rs
two lakh from the Prime
Minister's National Relief
Fund to the next of kin of
each deceased and Rs 50,000
for those injured. "The loss of
lives due to an accident in
Poonch is saddening. My
thoughts are with all those
who lost their loved ones.
Wishing the injured a speedy
recovery. Rs 2 lakh from
PMNRF would be given to the
next of kin of each deceased
and Rs 50,000 would be given
to the injured," he said in a
tweet on the Twitter handle of
the PMO.

Smoke billows from an Air
India Express plane at
Muscat airport.

emanating from the plane
parked at the Muscat airport. In a statement, an Air
India Express spokesperson
said there were 141 passengers onboard the plane,
which was to depart Muscat
at 1120 hours (local time).
"While it was on the taxi-

way, another aircraft reported observing fumes from
one of
the engines.
However, there was no fire
warning indication in the
cockpit. As a matter of
abundant precaution, and
following the prescribed
SOPs, the crew stopped on
the taxiway and activated
the onboard engine fire extinguishers," the statement
said. Air India Express also
said the matter is being investigated by the regulatory
authorities as well as the
airline's flight safety department. A senior official at
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said
the regulator is probing the
incident and appropriate
action will be taken after
the investigation is completed.

lowed and there was no
CCTV camera installed at
the premise and there was
no in and out register," it
said. The premise had 761
lockers of which three belonged to Raksha Bullion, it
said. "Upon operating the
lockers, 91.5 kgs of gold
(bars) and 152 kg of silver
was found in two lockers
which was seized."
"An additional 188 kgs of
silver was also seized from
the premises of Raksha
Bullion," it said.
The total value of the
seized gold and silver is Rs
47.76 crore, the ED said.
The money laundering
case
against
Parekh
Aluminex Ltd. dates back to

March, 2018 where it was alleged that the company
"duped banks and took
loans to the tune of Rs
2,296.58 crore."
This money, the ED
claimed, was thereafter "siphoned off by layering
through various companies."
"The money was routed
to various accounts in context of providing unsecured
loans and investments. The
same was not the purpose
of taking the loans and
there were no agreements
in place for such transactions," the agency said.
It had earlier attached assets worth more than Rs 205
crore in this case in 2019.

CORRUPTION CASE

Court orders FIR, probe
against Yediyurappa
Bengaluru, Sep 14 (PTI):
The Additional City
Civil and Sessions Judge
court on Wednesday ordered an FIR to be registered and investigation
taken up on a private complaint alleging corruption
by former Karnataka chief
minister B S Yediyurappa
and his family members.
The order comes exactly
a week after the High
Court of Karnataka on
September 7 directed the
Special Court to hear the
complaint of corruption
afresh.
The lower court had on
July 8 dismissed the complaint, as the Governor
had refused to give sanction to the complainant, T

J Abraham. The HC, however, ruled that the complainant was not the competent authority to seek
sanction
from
the
Governor.
The
complaint
is
against Yediyurappa, the
then chief minister, and
his family members, alleging that they obtained
bribes in return for granting
BDA
(Bangalore
Development Authority)
contracts.
Reacting to the order,
Yediyurappa said he has
full confidence in the judiciary. "There is no truth in
any of these allegations. I
will come out of all these
(cases). These things are
natural, I'm not bothered
about it," he said.
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Masked thieves captured on camera;
social media helps in identification
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 14: With the
arrest of four ruffians, police claimed to have solved
a theft case which occurred
at village Tarra of Patan
on the intervening night of
September 13.
Two of the accused were
seen in the footage of
CCTV installed in the shop.
Police shared the footage
on social media after
which the accused were
identified with the help of
sources. The Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit and team of
Patan Police Station
worked jointly to solve this
case.
While addressing media
persons at Patan on
Wednesday,
SP
Dr
Abhishek Pallava informed that the victim
Tribhuvan Lal Sahu owns
a
mobile
shop
at
Chandrakar Complex in
village Tarra. On the intervening night of September
13, some unidentified

thieves trespassed into the
shop by breaking the shutter from one side and burgled 17 nos mobile phones,
five nos speakers and Rs
3000 cash. The case was
lodged under section 457,
380 of IPC.
Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, a joint
team led by Inspector
Santosh Mishra (i/c
ACCU) and Inspector
Rajkumar Lehre (SHO,
Patan Police Station) was
formed to investigate the

matter. Investigations were
launched under the guidance of ASP (City) Sanjay
Dhruv, ASP (Rural) Anant
Sahu,
SDOP
(Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore
and DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui.
The team scanned the
suspects, habitual offenders and those who have
been recently released
from jail. On examining
the CCTV recordings of
the shop, two suspects were
seen in the footage. The

St Thomas College
celebrates Hindi Diwas

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 14: St Thomas
College Ruabandha Sector,
organized one day national webinar on occasion of
Hindi
Diwas
on
Wednesday. The program
started with College
Prayer and welcome
speech.
Assistant
Professor Santosh Yadav
initiated the function.
Thereafter, Principal of
the College, Dr MG
Roymon presented a very
nice and motivating poem
and discussed the importance of Hindi. Dr Debjani
Mukherjee, IQAC coordinator said that the celebration of this day is not just
a formality but we will
have to use it every day in
front of students.
The chief guest of the

footage was shared on social media groups and with
the help of its sources; police identified the suspects
as Shekhar Thakur and
Rikaas Hiyal of Raipur.
Police team immediately
moved to Raipur and the
suspects were arrested
from the Amapara area of
Raipur. Initially they refused but during sustained
interrogation, they confessed to have committed
theft at the mobile shop.
They disclosed that Yogesh
Nirmalkar and Rahul
Thakur of village Loharsi
assisted them in the crime.
They were also taken
into custody. The accused
further disclosed that they
chalked out the plan of
theft at Loharsi. They
broke the shop's shutter
with the help of a rod and
crowbar (Sabbal) and escaped with the mobile
phones and other items.
They divided the stolen
booty amongst them.
Police seized 17 nos mo-

bile phones, five speakers,
other electronic items and
two bikes used in the
crime. The accused Rahul
Thakur (20) of village
Loharsi; Shekhar Thakur
(20) of Amapara, Raipur;
Rikaas Hiyal (18) of
Amapara, Raipur and
Yogesh Nirmalkar (24) of
village Loharsi have been
arrested on charges of
theft.
SI RS Jurri, Head
Constable Anil Shukla,
Prahlad Singh Sirmour,
Constables Tushar Verma,
Dileshwar
Pathare,
Rajeshwari and ACCU
team members including
ASI Purna Bahadur, Head
Constable Roman Lal
Sonwani,
Chandra
Shekhar Banjir, Constable
Santosh Gupta, Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Rajkumar
Chandra, Jugnu Singh,
Vikrant Kumar, Shahbaz
Khan, Upendra Yadav and
Ashwini Yadu played a
vital role in solving
the case.

Children learn self defence;
memorise helpline number
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 14: On
Wednesday, police conducted an awareness programme for school students at Government
Higher Secondary School
in Jevra Sirsa. The children were explained
about good touch - bad
touch, self defence, etc.
The cops made them
memorise the child
helpline number - 1098.
Abhivyakti programme
was organised at this
school under the direction of Superintendent
of Police (Durg) Dr
Abhishek Pallavs and
guidance of Additional
Superintendent
of
Police (City) Sanjay
Kumar
Dhruv
and
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent
of
Police (IUCAW) Meeta
Pawar.
D e
p u t y
Superintendent
of
Police (IUCAW) Shilpa
Sahu detailed the students about the child

helpline number 1098,
good touch - bad touch,
self defence in times of
trouble, etc. She urged
the children to stay away
from mobiles and concentrate on studies.
Short films received
from
the
Police
Headquarters
were
screened through a projector. Assistant SubInspector
Sangeeta
Mishra (Raksha Team)

explained the students
and teachers about the
short films. She gave detailed information about
Abhivyakti App and how
to use it in times of distress.
Children and teachers
downloaded
the
Abhivyakti App on their
mobile
phones.
Principal, teachers and
students attended the
programme.

Strictly ensure basic facilities to
patients at hospitals: Collector
Notice served to Ward Boy for delay in starting the power generator
Central Chronicle News

event Dr Tikeshwar
Janghel presented an
overview on structure of
Hindi pre and post independence. Barnali Roy discussed the important
points of Hindi Subject
and said that Hindi is easy,
simple and language of
connectivity.
Suradha Kashyap said
that Hindi lives in our
hearts and she also dis-

cussed that Hindi was
known officially as national language. Student of
college Sumeet Tirkey presented a very nice poem.
Technical support was
given
by
Assistant
Professor,
Chandan
Dekate. The program was
conducted by convenor Dr
Rupa Shrivastava and vote
of thanks was proposed by
student Sumeet Tirkey.

Bhilai, Sep 14: Patients
should not face any problem for basic facilities in
the hospital and their complaints should be immediately
resolved,
said
Collector
Pushpendra
Kumar Meena during the
inspection of Lal Bahadur
Shastri Hospital in Supela.
He enquired the patients
about the basic facilities.
Patients replied that doctors conduct visits on time
and provide good treatment. The behaviour of
the nursing staff is also
very good. A patient of the
obstetrics department informed that his wife had
delivered a baby.

There was a power cut
for sometime last night.
The Ward boy was asked
to start the generator but
he delayed. After about
half an hour, the power
supply resumed but till
then the patients and their
attendants faced a lot of
inconvenience.
The Collector asked the
officers that immediate action should be taken on
the feedback of the relatives of the patients. He directed the hospital incharge Dr Piyam Singh to
serve a notice to the Ward
boy who was on duty that
night.
Hospital in-charge Dr
Piyam Singh said that the
blood storage unit and

sonography facility has
provided a great relief.
Along with normal delivery, Cesarean delivery is
also being conducted.
The Collector also oversaw NABARD's 10-bed hospital which is being constructed in the hospital
premises. He also inspect-

ed the 20-bed isolation
ward being constructed
from the funds of DMF.
The Collector said that
after the district hospital,
Supela Hospital has the
maximum footfall at
OPDs. Accordingly, all possible facilities will be ensured here. He asked the

officials to inform about
the shortage of resources
so that the district administration could provide the
same.
Collector also visited
CMHO office premises
and took information from
CMHO Dr JP Meshram regarding the requirements.
He also visited the Malaria
Testing Center and inquired about the activities
for malaria prevention. He
asked how many samples
have come so far. The staff
showed him the process of
checking malaria parasites in a microscope.
Collector instructed them
to get a concrete roof constructed
at
Malaria
Bhavan.

DAV Ispat Public School observes Hindi Diwas JLNH&RC organises CME & Workshop on Breast Imaging
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Seo 14: DAV Ispat
Public School observed
Hindi Diwas in the form of
an activity packed day in
an online mode. Starting
from the junior most class
i.e. class nursery to class
VIII, the students showed
an overwhelming response
by enrolling their participation in all the assigned
and fun filled learning
based activities. The importance of spreading the
awareness of the day was
posted in
all the classes by the respective class teachers and
the children were briefed
about the significance of
the day. The reason behind
marking it as a special day
was also brought to their
notice by the teachers.
The Hindi faculty of the
school had chalked out a

well planned series of activities to be posted in the
group prior to the day so
that the little ones, in particular, could get sufficient
time to come up with their
best in presenting their activities.
To name a few, the observations done were: making
a short video of students
reciting poems in Hindi,
use of various proverbs
and idioms in sentences of
their own and posing and

clicking a pic with that
presentation in hand, making drawings on different
idioms of Hindi, expressing their meanings through
drawings, narrating some
of
the
famous
Panchatantra tales, jataka
tales and so on and making
a video on it to be shared in
all the classes. The little
ones were given to jot down
their names and their parents name in Hindi along
with elaborating the mean-

ing of the names. A great
amount of zeal and enthusiasm was seen among the
children in accomplishing
their activities, more so because it was in the language close to their heart, a
language which they feel
the best to express themselves and put up their
ideas in their own way.
The Headmistress of the
school, Priyanka Shukla,
conveyed her best wishes to
everyone on this special
day and congratulated the
entire staff, the Hindi
Faculty in particular,
which came up with a
unique concept of celebration in an online mode
keeping in view the particular age groups of students
and framing activities
which that particular class
would enjoy the most, have
fun along with learning
from those activities.

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai,
Sep
14:
Department of Radio diagnosis of Jawaharlal Nehru
Health & Research Centre
of Bhilai Steel Plant organised
a
CME
(Continuing
Medical
Education) and Workshop
on Breast Imaging recently. Breast Cancer is one of
the leading causes of mortality in women in India
and accounts for approximately 25% of all newly diagnosed Cancer.
WHO reports 65% of patients in India present
with stage Ill or IV disease,
thereby restricting the
treatment options. The
primary reason for this is
lack of awareness and
screening program as well
as trained manpower.
The CME and workshop
highlighted the impor-

tance of early detection of
breast cancer and follow
up after treatment. Above
40 year age every women
should have once in a year
Mammography for early
detection of breast Cancer.
If a family history of
breast cancer is there it
has to be performed much
earlier.
Dr JP Meshram, CHMO
Durg, graced the event as
the chief guest and emphasized the importance

of such continuing medical education program
with the vision of organizing more such activities
for the benefits of doctors
as well as patients.
This CME was possible
under the continuous
guidance of
Dr M
Ravindranath (CMO I/c
JLNHRC) and Dr Pramod
Binayake (CMO JLNHRC).
Dr Bagyam Raghavan
(President,
Breast
Imaging Society of India),

NDRF, CISF & BSP jointly carry out Emergency Preparedness Plan exercise
Q

At Coal Chemical
Plant-3

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 14: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, CISF, NDRF (National
Disaster Response Force) jointly
conducted a Mock-drill Exercise on
"Gas Leak Disaster in BSP" at Coal
Chemical Plant-3 on Wednesday.
The objective of this exercise was
to assess the preparedness and response of different agencies during
any such emergency.
It should be noted that protocols
have been made in each department to deal with emergency disasters. Mock drills are organised
from time to time to check the
compliance to and the efficacy of
these protocols. The secrecy of this
mock drill is maintained so that the
seriousness of the incident can be
properly tested according to the
protocol.

As part of the exercise, information regarding gas leakage at Coal
Chemical Plant-3 was communicated to the Plant's Fire Services
and CISF simultaneously. Even as
the NDRF was informed about the
incident, fire tender was rushed
from nearby Fire Stations inside
Plant to carry out spraying & dousing operation. Personnel of NDRF
who were escorted to the spot by
CISF, took stock of the situation
and swung into action.
Soon after the emergency situation was declared, General

Manager Anand Shukla as Incident
Controller immediately engaged
himself and his team to communicate the nature of emergency to
different agencies and to control
the situation. Subsequently, CGM
(CO&CCD) Rajeev Shrivastava took
on the role of Chief incident controller. Meantime, personnel from
several other agencies including
the Plant's Safety Engineering
Dept, Energy Management Dept,
Occupational Health Services Dept
etc that had been informed, also
rushed to the spot to assist in the

entire operation. Senior officers of
the Plant including Executive
Directors and other departments
too reached the spot.
Even as the fire tenders were
engaged in spraying operations,
personnel of NDRF and Fire
Services Dept brought out the 'injured persons' and after administering proper first aid, dispatched
them in ambulances to hospital.
The entire premises was searched
for any other injured person even
as Gas Safety personnel of Energy
Management Dept identified and

plugged the gas leak. During the
entire operation, various aspects of
disaster management such as response time of different agencies,
coordination between the agencies, movement of personnel and
vehicles etc. were studied. The objective of the exercise was to ensure that any such disaster is handled in a planned manner so as to
execute rescue operations properly
and also to avoid creating panic
among employees by making them
familiar with the procedures to be
followed. This exercise taught the

participants how to handle such an
emergency situation patiently and
systematically. During this disaster
management exercise, District
Superintendent of Police Dr
Abhishek Pallav, NDRF Bhilai unit
chief Vishwanath Choudhary,
Deputy Director (Industrial Health
and Safety) Ashutosh Pandey, CISF
Commandant SK Bajpai and the
plant's
Executive
Director
(Materials Management) AK
Bhatta, Executive Director (Works)
Anjani Kumar, Executive Director
(Personnel & Administration), MM

Gadre,
Executive
Director
(Projects), S Mukhopadhyay and
Chief Medical Officer-in-Charge
(Medical & Health Services) Dr M
Ravindranath, CGM Incharge
(Services) PK Sarkar, CGM (HRD)
Sanjay Dhar, CGM (Coke Oven)
Rajeev Shrivastava, Acting Chief
General Manager (Safety & Fire
Services) GP Singh and Chief Fire
Officer BK Mohapatra, nodal officer of the mock drill Dr AK
Sonateke played an active role in
the entire emergency preparedness exercise.

Dr Bijal Jhankaria, Dr
Rashmi Sudhir, Dr M
Ravindranath and Dr
Pratibha Issar were the esteemed faculty.
The various topics discussed were how to report
breast
cases
in
M a m m o g r a p h y,
Ultrasound and MRI along
with breast pathology.
Recent advances in breast
imaging
i.e.
3D
Tomosynthesis
and
Contrast
Enhanced
Mammography were also
discussed.
Dr Pratibha Issar HODDepartment of Radio diagnosis JLNHRC has created
this CME and workshop
which includes hands on
training on Breast Biopsy
along with the help of departmental colleague Dr
Rajeev Pal, Dr Dhiraj
Gupta and all staff of
Radio diagnosis.

Two killed as bike
rams into divider
Bhilai, Sep 14: Two bike riders
were killed and another git injured
when their motorcycle rammed
into a road divider near Avanti Bai
Chowk on the intervening night of
Wednesday. Smriti Nagar Chowki
I/c said that the victims identified
as Tarun Pandey (22) of
Khursipar, Himanshu Kumar (24)
of Khursipar and Suraj Kumar
Sahu (24) of Kabirdham were riding on a single bike bearing registration number CG07-BP-4271
being driven by Tarun Pandey.
The victims were on their way
back to Khursipar after shopping
at Surya Mall in Junwani. Tarun
was riding the bike at a high
speed and could not see the road
diver and rammed into it. After
the collision, the trio was flung off
the road. Tarun suffered fatal injury on head and died on the spot.
Himashu and Suraj were rushed
to the hospital where Suraj
breathed his last. Himanshu is seriously injured and is being treated at District Hospital.
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State now becoming ‘Udata Ch’garh’: Rekha Sharma
Alleges that use of drugs and other intoxicants at par with Punjab, Haryana
Raipur, Sep 14:
The
Chairperson
National
Women’s
Commission
Rekha
Shar ma has charged
that use of drugs and intoxicants
in
Chhattisgarh has gone
up so much that it has
now being called as
‘Udata Ch’garh’. She
held the Chhattisgarh
state
at
par
with
Haryana and Punjab
when it comes to use of
drugs and liquor and
other
intoxicants.
Addressing a press conference
here
on

Wednesday, Chairperson
Rekha Sharma said that
though the police claims
that number of crimes
against women have decreased, but the NGO
who met us infor med
that in case of crimes
against women in the
state the police prefer to
go for compromise and
due to which no crime
report is filed and true
statistics are not available. Speaking further
Rekha Sharma charged
that cases of molestation
are on the rise in the
state, apart from that of
miscarriages
among

MLAs to get increased salary
of Rs 1.60 lakh per month
 Notification
issued for hike
in salary,
allowances
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 14: Member
of Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) of Chhattisgarh
would get monthly salary
of nearly Rs 1.60 lakh as
Notification has been issued in the State Gazette
after Governor had approved the Chhattisgarh
MLAs Salary Allowance
and Pension Amendment
Act. Similarly, major hike
in the salary and allowances
of
Chief
Minister,
Ministers,
Legislative Assembly
Speakers,
Deputy
Speaker and Leader of
Opposition have been
made. However, the MLAs
getting the facility of
Peon, has been scrapped
in the new Act which was
passed in Chhattisgarh

Legislative Assembly during the Monsoon session.
MLAs would get increased salary and allowances with effect from
September 12 as notification has been issued. As
per the new provisions,
the MLAs would get
salary of Rs 20 thousand
whereas the Constituency
Allowance would be Rs 55
thousand,
Telephone
Allowance would be Rs 10
thousand and Medical
Allowance to be Rs 15
thousand. Apart from it,
the MLAs would get Daily
Allowance of Rs 2 thousand every day. Above
amount gets total of Rs
1.60 lakh every month for
MLAs. Parliamentary
Secretary would get total
salary of Rs 1.75 lakh.
Assembly Speaker would
get Rs 1.96 lakh whereas
Deputy Speaker would
get Rs 1.81 lakh every
month.
Leader
of
Opposition would draw
the monthly salary of Rs
1.91 lakh.

women. She charged that
youths in the state are
badly falling prey to different types of intoxicants, be it drugs or
liquor or banned cough

syrups or psychotropic
drug and it is now becoming ‘Udata Ch’garh’.
Shar ma also charged
that there are cases of
sexual
harassment
among the bureaucrats
and politicians in the
state and few cases of
bureaucracy are pending
with
the
Women’s
Commission and FIR is
expected to file against
few. But she did not clarified as to what level the
cases have reached about
cases of sexual harassment by the officers in
the state. She definitely
said that there is rise in

cases of harassment by
the politicians and bureaucratic officers in the
country as well.
Chairperson National
Women’s Commission
further infor med that
they are planning to
launch legal awareness
campaign in rural areas
of Chhattisgarh.
She also hailed the
works being done by the
Chairperson of State
Women’s Commission
Dr Kiranmayi Nayak in
the state and added that
Women’s Commission is
doing good work and is
very much active.

Both Congress-BJP claim credit over
inclusion of Binjhia community in ST list
Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Sept 14: Both the ruling
Congress as well as principal
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Wednesday
claimed that their efforts has
resulted in the approval of the
proposals to grant Scheduled
Tribes status to the Binjhia
community in Chhattisgarh.
While the government statement said that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had written a
letter to the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to get the
Binjhia community included in
the ST list of Chhattisgarh
which had been pending for
around 15 years, the Bharatiya

VCA of 30 Paisa per unit to hike electricity bill
Raipur, Sep 14:
The power consumers
of Chhattisgarh have got
a big blow on power generation by the companies
using imported coal. The
Power Company has decided to hike the rates by
30 Paisa per unit. Due to
use of imported coal by
NTPC, the state government has to make an additional payment of Rs
120 crore per month for
power purchase and to
compensate the same the
Electricity department
has decided to impose
Variable
Cost
Adjustment (VCA) of 30
Paisa per unit on the domestic and commercial
consumers.
The use of imported
coal has increased the
production cost of power
by the power plants in the
state and the consumers
who are already facing
the blow of high inflation
and increase in cost of
commodities will now
have to face an additional
burden of hike in power
tariff as well. Chief

 Due to use of imported coal by power
plants, power tariff hiked by 30%
 Cost of imported coal 4-6 times higher
than domestic coal
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had earlier held the policies of the central government and use of imported
coal as the one responsible for hike in power tariff.
As per information in
this regard, the power
plants in the state are not
having sufficient availability of domestic coal
for power generation and
therefore the Central
Energy Ministry has
granted permission to
use 15% of imported coal
for it. On part of the
Companies it was expected that only 9% of the
total requirement of coal
in the plant should be imported. But from month of
June 2022 onwards,
National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) is
using 10-15% of imported
coal in its power plants.
The cost of imported coal

compared to the domestic
coal is about 4-6 times
higher and therefore the
cost of production from
imported coal goes up.
More than 40% hike
in last 3 months:
From
January
to
March, the cost of power
cess on the power purchased from NTP by
Chhattisgarh was Rs 1.97
per unit and the same
from June to Aug went
upto Rs 2.78 per unit. In
this way there is 40% hike
so far. With rise in the
power generation cost,
NTPC has to make an additional payment of Rs
120 crore per month. It is
notable here that around
40% of total demand of
power in the state is metup by NTPC in the state
and due to which VCA of
30 Paisa per unit is being
charged to the power consumers in the state.

Power worth Rs 610 cr
purchased this month:
With new policy of the
central government, the
priority of NTPC has
changed. As compared to
Thermal Power Plant in
Korba of Chhattisgarh,
more priority is being
given to use of imported
coal in non-pit-head
plants
at
Moda,
Khargone, Gadarwara,
Solapur and others. MD
Chhattsigarh State Power
Distribution Company
MD Manoj Khare informed that about one or
two months back the cost
of power purchase from
NTPC used to come to
around Rs 400-450 cr per
month. But this month it
has come to Rs 610 crore
and behind this imported
coal is the main reason.
In addition to this there
are some other reasons
due to which the cost of
power generation has
gone up. It is notable
here that Chhattisgarh
has got many coal mines
and it supplies coal to
other thermal plants in
the country.

Janata
Party
(BJP)
on
Wednesday claimed that the
decision of Union Cabinet to
include various caste of
Chhattisgarh in the Scheduled
Tribe list would benefit nearly
20
lakh
tribals
from
Chhattisgarh.
In a statement issued here, the
BJP leader Mahesh Gagda said
that the 12 caste communities
which were denied the benefits
and facilities due to word errs
would now get their rights
which the approval from Modi
government at Centre. He further said that several attempts
were made by the BJP leaders
including former Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh to sort out the

anomalies in the word error.
With the above approval, now
these tribals would be able to
get the deserved rights in the
field of education and government job. Senior BJP leaders
Nand Kumar Sai, Ramvichar
Netam and Kedar Kashyap too
have expressed their pleasure
over the decision and have
extended gratitude towards
the Modi government.
With Legislative Assembly
polls next year, both the main
political parties want to take
political mileage as nearly 20
lakh tribals would be benefitted from the above decision of
Centre which had been pending for nearly 15 years.

State level project construction
and implementation
committee meeting concludes

Raipur, Sep 14:
The meeting of the
Project Construction and
Implementation
Committee
of
the
Planning Department
was held under the chairmanship
of
Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain
on
Wednesday
at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan. Various new resolutions
of
Urban
Administration
and
Development and Public
Works Department were
passed in the meeting.
The Principal Secretary,
Planning and Economic
Statistics Department,
Gaurav Dwivedi was also
present in the meeting. In
the meeting of the State
Level
Project
Construction
and

Implementation
Committee, the proposal
of
the
Urban
Administration
and
Development Department
was approved for a sewerage treatment plant to be
constructed at a cost of
about 58 crores under the
area
of
Municipal
Corporation
Korba.
Similarly, the proposal for
construction of sewerage
treatment plant costing
Rs 64 crore was approved
under the municipal area
of Durg district.
Two proposals of the
Public Works Department
were approved in the
meeting. This includes
the
widening
and
strengthening work of 46
km road in Antargarh
state road of Narayanpur
district.

Seminar on Rights of Women BoB, Regional Office, Raipur organises Hindi Day celebrations
with Disabilities from Sept 17
Raipur, Sep 14:

Raipur, Sep 14: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Department of
Information Technology
in collaboration with the
Department
of
Humanities and Social
Sciences is organizing a
free two-day National
Level Seminar on Rights
of
Women
with
Disabilities: Challenges,
Opportunities, and Way
Forward
from
17th
September
to
18th
September 2022 in the offline mode under the sponsorship of
National
Commission for Women,
New Delhi.
Dr. AM Rawani,
Director, NIT Raipur will
be the Chief Patron for the
event and Dr. P Diwan,
Dean
(Research
&
Consultancy), NIT Raipur
will be the Patron. Ms.
Sadhna Dhand who is a
National Award winner
for Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities
will be the Inaugural Chief
Guest and Chitrasen Sahu,
an
Inclusion
and
Disability Rights Activist

will be the Valedictory
Chief Guest. The speakers
for the seminar will include Dr. Lokesh K. Singh,
AIIMS, Raipur, Dr. Deepak
K. Srivastava, Associate
Professor, Hidayatullah
National Law University ,
Raipur, Mrs. Girija, Social
Worker, Dr. Mridu Sahu,

‘I assure dilapidated
roads be repaired soon’
Raipur, Sept 14: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that the
work of repairing dilapidated
roads in Raigarh district will
be started soon after the rainy
season is over. In his address
to the people of village Chhal
in Dharamjaigarh assembly
constituency, Chief Minister
assured that the roads of
Raigarh districts will be
repaired and reconstructed
soon.
PWD Secretary Siddhartha
Komal Pardeshi has inspected
all the dilapidated roads in the
district and Chief Minister
Baghel is personally monitoring the process. It is noteworthy that the increased traffic of
heavy vehicles has damaged
the roads in Raigarh district,
which will be reconstructed
post rainy season. Secretary
Komal Pardeshi informed that

70-km-long road from Raigarh
to Dharamjaigarh will be built
at a cost of Rs 130 crores, 90km-long road from KharsiaChhal-Hati-DharamjaigarhPathalgaon will be built at a
cost of Rs 190 crores, 23-kms
long road will be constructed
from Chhal to Gharghoda at a
cost of Rs 48 crores, 26-km
long road en route PunjipathraTamanar-Milupara will be built
at a cost of Rs 62 crore,
Sarangarh-Barmakela-Sohela
road (8-km) will be built at a
cost
of
Rs.8.5
crore,
Barmakela-Saria-Nadigaon
road (18 km) will be constructed at a cost of Rs.7.5 crore, 15km long road from Gharghoda
to Lailunga will be built at a
cost of Rs 7 crores and 3 kms
long road from Surajgarh to
Padigaon will be constructed
at a cost of Rs 6 crores.

Assistant Professor, NIT
Raipur, and Dr. Moksha
Singh, Assistant Professor,
NIT Raipur.
The Seminar will throw
light on some of the most
crucial objectives like
Women with disabilities
and their differential treatment, Socio-cultural and
economic factors influencing treatment meted out to
women with disabilities,
Intrinsic and extrinsic
rights of women with disabilities, Social Justice
and empowerment, and
many others. The seminar
aims to promote women’s
rights for inclusive socioeconomic development in
any society and leverage
the
Millennium
Development goals of the
United Nations on promoting gender equality and
empowerment of women,
with special emphasis on
women with disabilities.
Cultural activities will be
conducted by deaf, dumb
and blind children. Along
with this an exhibition
will be showcased of the
ink creations.

On the occasion of
Hindi Day - 2022, Hindi
Day Celebration was organised on September 14
at Bank of Baroda (BoB),
Regional Office, Raipur.
The function was presided
over by Amit Banerjee,
Regional Head, Raipur.
The program started with
the reading of Hindi Divas
messages of Amit Shah,
Union Home Minister of
India and Sanjeev Chadda,
Managing Director and

Sao on three-day
Bilaspur visit
Raipur, Sept 14: Newlyappointed
Chhattisgarh
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
President Arun Sao would be
on three-day extensive tour to
Bilaspur from September 15 to
17. According to the information received, the BJP
President Sao would be
addressing the party workers
at Gaurela Gandhi Chowk on
day one whereas he would be
meeting the party workers at
Marwahi before embarking on
Manendragarh District to interact with party rank and file.

Chief Executive Officer of
Bank of Baroda.
It was informed by the
Official Language Officer
that Bank of Baroda has
received the first prize for
the year 2021-22 under the
‘Rajbhasha
Kirti
Puraskar’ scheme, the
highest award of the
Government of India, for
the best work in the field of
official language implementation. Along with
this,
Town
Official
Language Implementation
Committee
(Bank),

Vadodara, working in coordination with Bank of
Baroda, has also received
the second prize.
The Official Language
Officer also informed that
the prize distribution for
the Hindi Extempore

Competition organised
earlier for the students of
Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla University, Raipur,
on the occasion of the
Hindi Day function organized in the University campus by Bank of Baroda,

Raipur Region in the presence RSU Vice Chancellor,
Dr. Keshari Lal. During
the Hindi month, various
Hindi competitions, official language seminars,
Hindi workshop are being
organized for the staff
members in the region.
Prize distribution ceremony for all competitions will
be organised on the occasion of the conclusion of
Hindi month. In this sequence, Hindi PPT competition was organized for
the staff members.
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CM inaugurates and laid the foundation stone for
various development works worth Rs 205 crore
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 14: During
the second phase of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone
for 13 different development works worth Rs
205.14 crore in Kharsia assembly constituency of
Raigarh district today.
This includes inauguration of 8 works built at a
cost of Rs 19.19 crore and
the foundation stone laying ceremony of 5 works to
be constructed at a cost of
Rs 185.95 crore.
The works inaugurated
by Chief Minister Baghel
during the programme include two road construction
works
by
Chhattisgarh Rural Road
Development Agency at a
cost of Rs 11.33 crore,
strengthening of TurekelaHalahuli road by Public
Works Department at a
cost of Rs 5.88 crore, construction of high school
building in Barbhauna by
Education Department at a

CM laid the foundation
stone for the construction
of a high school building
by the Public Works
Department at Chhote
Mudpar of Kharsia at a
cost of Rs 75 lakh, construction of Railway Over
Bridge and Railway Under
Bridge by the Public
Works
Department
(Bridge) at a cost of Rs
64.95 crore, and 36 works
under
retrofitting
schemes, 129 under single

The first civil hospital in the state that will provide a blood bank facility
Raipur: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel inaugurated the blood bank division of the civil hospital
Kahrsiya. The civil hospital Kharsiya will be the first civil hospital in the state where the facility
of a blood bank is being provided. Baghel also launched the ultra-modern Hamar Lab here. Here,
people will receive facilities like CBC, HB 1C, electronic ESR, biochemistry, urine analyzer, T.B.
test, etc. in the local civil hospital. During the launch of the blood bank, CM met the children
and parents from the Nutritional Rehabilitation Center. He received information about the care
and well-being of the children in the Nutritional Rehabilitation Center. The parents said that
their children receive proper care here. During this occasion, the Chief Minister also provided a
nutritional diet to the children.

cost of Rs 75 lakh, Hamar
Lab and Blood Bank by
Public Health and Family
Welfare Department at a
cost of Rs 91 lakh, construction of a new building
in
Mura
for

Board of Trade should be
made effective bridge
between traders & Govt: CAIT
Raipur, Sep 14:
CAIT National Senior Vice
President Amar Parwani, chairman Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani,
State
President,
Jitendra Doshi, States Working
President, Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu Makhija,
State
General
Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State Working
General Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay Agrawal
and state media incharge
Sanjay Choubey informed that
the meeting of newly constituted Board of Trade held today at
New Delhi has set the target of
strengthening Brand India
across the globe as per the
vision of Government and the
trading community under the
umbrella of the Confederation
of All India Traders ( CAIT) will
join hands with the government
in boosting export of Make in
India products- said CAIT. CAIT
who is also a member of the

Board of Trade. He strongly said
that Board of trade should be
made an effective bridge
between stakeholders & the
Government.
CAIT National Senior Vice
President Mr. Amar Parwani
and
State President Mr.
Jitendra Doshi While attending
the meeting, CAIT said that
Commerce Ministry proposal of
setting up of a Trade Promotion
Body for export promotion will
prove to be a major milestone in
encouraging more exports of
Indian goods to global markets.
The proposal of TPB for creating Special Zones, Export
Oriented Units, Marketplace,
strengthening trade negotiations, proper and optimum
usage of FTAs, providing data
Analytics
and
identifying
emerging opportunities and
risks will certainly empower the
Indian trade & small industries
to play a major role in India’s
exports.

Government Ayurveda
dispensary at a cost of Rs
16 lakh by the Department
of Ayurved and construction of a new building in
Halahuli for Homeopathy
dispensary. Similarly, the

Jagdalpur, Sep 14: Bastar
district’s SP Jitendra
Singh Meena said that the
economy of the Naxalites
has almost been destroyed
by continuously catching
cases of smuggling of
ganja. Police recovered
ganja worth more than Rs
7 crore in two and a half
years and put more than
300 smugglers behind the
bars. He said that success
has been achieved in curbing the huge income of
Naxalites.
Mr. Meena informed
that 163 cases of Ganja
have been registered in
two and a half years. In
which Nagarnar police is
at the forefront in taking
action against ganja smugglers, as a total of 72 cases
have been registered here.
Bastar district SP
Jitendra Singh Meena
said that the information
system is an important

On occasion of Ozone Layer Protection Day on Sep 16
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board is organising
speech and poster competition for school and college level students on the
occasion of International
Ozone Layer Protection
Day on September 16th.
The objective of the program is to create awareness about ozone layer
protection.
This competition will
start from 09.30 am at
New Rest House Civil
Lines Raipur. The competition is being organised
at Middle School, Higher
Secondary School and
College level. The theme
of the speech contest is
“35 Years of Montreal
Protocol
Global
Cooperation to Protect

Life on Earth”. Speech
competition has been
kept in both Hindi and
English medium. Each
participant will be given
05 minutes. Similarly, the
theme of the poster competition - protection of
the ozone layer, protection of the earth, self-protection, the competition
will be of 01.30 hours, in
which the drawing seats
will be provided to the
participants by the
board. In the competition, winners will be
given Rs 2500 for getting
first prize, Rs 2000 for second place, Rs 1000 for
third place and two consolation prizes of Rs 500
each. The winners will
be rewarded in the main
program organised on
the same day at 2.30 pm.
Professor Department of

Earth
and
Environmental Science,
Head Center for Science
and
Society
Indian
Institute of
Science
Education and Research,
Bhopal
Dr.
Ramaya
Sundar Raman will be
present in the program as
keynote speaker.
Member Secretary of
the Board, R.P. Tiwari
said that the main objective of these competitions is to promote awareness about the protection
of the ozone layer.
In order to protect and
preserve the ozone layer
in the atmosphere, students have to understand
the importance of restoring it by being united at
the global level, as well as
to bring awareness about
environmental protection.

 By recovering
ganja worth 7 cr
link in stopping smuggling of drugs including
ganja smugglers. He said
that by strengthening the
information system, great
success has been achieved
in cracking down on ganja
smugglers. Giving information about the action
taken against ganja smug-

Chief
Minister
Bhupesh
Baghel
on
Tuesday inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone
of 16 different development work worth Rs 373.70

Surajpur,
Sep
14:
Bhaiathan
Road
Mandirpara
resident
Vishal Soni cracked NEET
exam without any coaching and secured 596 marks
to obtain 22561 rank on All
India basis. He said, he
studied self at home without any coaching and took
help of You Tube video in
course of his preparation.
Vishal added, that he
wanted to prove that if one
has determination and
ready to do hard work can
crack any examination.
He dedicates his success to
parents, teachers and both
sisters. Vishal cleared his
Class XII from Global
Public School and cracked
NEET in his first attempt.

Today, Him Shikhar Gupt,
Special
Secretary
of
Cooperative
Department,
took a joint meeting of the
officers of Apex Bank and
District Co-operative Bank
and reviewed the banking
activities in detail including
short-term agricultural loans
provided to farmers without
interest in the state.
The Special Secretary
directed the officers of the
cooperative bank to provide
maximum loans to the farmers engaged in horticulture,
and other crops besides
paddy as per the intention of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, so that it helps in promoting crop diversification in
the state.
He directed the co-operative bank officials to focus on
disbursing 40 to 60 per cent of
the deposited capital as a
loan as well as other secured
loans for the financial efficiency of the banks so that
banks can have benefits. The
Managing Director of Apex

 For horticulture
crops
 Loan disbursement
of up to 40 to 60% of
the deposited capital is necessary for
financial efficiency
 All co-operative
bank branches to
have ATM facilities
by March 2023
 Start mobile
banking in remote
and forested areas
Bank, all Joint Registrars, officers of the Registrar’s Office,
Deputy
Registrar
of
Cooperative
Banks
Headquarters and all Chief
Executive Officers were present in the meeting.
In the meeting, Special
Secretary Gupta also directed
the officers of Apex Bank to
set bank-wise targets for providing short-term agricultural
loans. He said that in Bastar

foundation stone laying
ceremony of 7 works
worth Rs 284.94 cr.
The 9 development projects which were inaugurated during the Chief
Minister’s programme
today include four of

glers in 30 months, it was
informed that after registering 163 cases of ganja in
various police stations,
Ganja worth more than 7
crore 10 lakhs was recovered, more than 300 ganja
smugglers have been sent
to lockup.
In the year 2020, 58 cases
of ganja were registered
in which Rs 3.15 cr was recovered; in the year 2021,
55 cases were registered in
which Rs 2.67 cr was recovered and from January
2022 to August 31, action
has been taken to seize
ganja worth 1.28 cr thousand by registering 55
cases.
SP Meena said that
ganja is cultivated on a
large
scale
in
the
Malkangiri area of ??the
border state of Orissa.
Naxalites earn huge
money from smuggling
ganja. Ganja has been

transported by smugglers
to cities and towns of
other states outside
Chhattisgarh via Bastar
through
National
Highways and forests.
Bastar Police has got a big
success in stopping drug
smuggling. Luxury vehicles worth lakhs have also
been seized from ganja
smugglers. SP Mr. Meena
informed that the campaign will continue to nab
people involved in smuggling of ganja smugglers
along with other drugs.
Special instructions have
been given to all the police
stations to stop the purchase, sale and transport
of narcotics.
Along with smuggling
ganja, action has been
taken against drug dealers, including tablets, capsules, banned syrups and
other intoxicants, he
added.

and
Surguja
divisions,
announcements have been
made by the Chief Minister to
extend the benefits of banking facilities to the farmers in
remote areas. He said that
along with the co-operative
banks of Bastar and Surguja
divisions, other banks should
also set up ATMs and complete the installation process
in their headquarters, district
and Nagar panchayat on a priority basis till March 2023. He
also directed to start mobile
banking services to strengthen the credit system in
remote areas.
In the meeting, instructions were given to all cooperative banks to replace the old
debit cards and to provide
new cards to the farmers of
remote areas. The Special
Secretary said that micro
ATMs are a convenient option
for remote areas, whose publicity is necessary. He clearly
stated in the meeting that in
case of penalty to banks due
to KYC, the Chief Executive
Officer of the concerned bank
would be responsible.

of resources in rural areas’

 This scheme became
a boon for Laxmani
Rathia who bought a
Computer for her
children with the
dividend earned from
vermi compost manure*
Raipur, Sep 14:
A glimpse of how
Godhan Nyay Yojana is
changing the lives of people was seen in the Bhent
Mulaqat Campaign in
Kharsia of Raigarh. A
wave of prosperity prevails among the Women
self-help groups involved
in making and selling vermicompost manure by
purchasing cow dung
through
Gauthans.
Laxmani Rathia, a resident of Jobi village in
Kharsia, is also associated

 Have become
cause of trouble
for residents
Jagdalpur, Sep 14:
The terror of stray
dogs is increasing everyday in the corporation
area. Group of stray dogs
are attacking passers-by
at different intersections.
Every day, on an average,
10 people are reaching
the hospital for anti-rabies injections after dog
bites. It is well known
that the breeding season
of dogs is during the
rainy season, during this
time stray dogs are more
aggressive, and can be
seen roaming in groups
from place to place. On
Monday night, due to the
sudden appearance of
such a group of dogs,

 In Lailunga

cr under Lailunga assembly
constituency
in
Raigarh district during
his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’. This includes
the inauguration of 9
works constructed at a
cost of Rs 88.76 cr and the

Raipur, Sep 14:

with Godhan Nyay Yojna
through the Ujala Mahila
Self-Help Group. This
group sold about 600 quintals of vermi compost and
earned a dividend of Rs. 2
lakh 15 thousand. With her
dividend,Laxmani Rathia
bought computers for her
children so that they could
expand their knowledge
and attain modern education. Obstacles of resources in rural areas
have been removed for numerous families with the
help of Godhan Nyay
Yojna. The scheme has
proved to be a boon for the
children of laxmani,namely yatindra who is a student of class 10th and
Bhavna studying in class
12th and they have
thanked
the
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
for this initiative.

Terror of stray dogs increases in the city

CM inaugurates and laid stone for devp works worth Rs 373 cr

Raipur, Sep 14:

Co-op banks should give
maximum loans to farmers

Big income of Naxalites was curbed: SP JS Meena ‘GNY helping remove obstacles

Speech and poster competition to be organised
Raipur, Sep 14:

village scheme and 01
under the solar scheme in
Kharsia, Raigarh and
Pusaur by the Public
Health
Engineering
Department at a cost of Rs
120.25 crore.

Vishal cracks
NEET without
coaching

Chhattisgarh Rural Road
Development
Agency
worth Rs 30.48 cr, two of
Public Works Department
worth Rs 52.03 cr, construction of a bridge over
Koldega Nala between
Bijna to Hamirpur in
Raigarh district at a cost
of Rs 4.95 cr by Public
Works
Department
(Bridge) and two of Forest
Department worth Rs Rs
1.31 cr.
Besides, Chief Minister
laid the foundation stone
of 4 works of road and
bridge construction by
Public Works Department
at a cost of Rs 21.13 cr and
3 retrofitting, single village and the solar scheme
work by Public Health
Engineering Department
at a cost of Rs 263.81 cr.

Prakash Jha got trapped
between them near the
Mayor’s residence. The
dogs could not bite him
but he fell down from the
motorcycle and got injured. After this he was
taken to the hospital.
Similarly, Pathraguda, a
resident of Mohammad
Sarfaraz, informed that,
when he returns home
from his medical store

late at night, he had to
face dog attacks almost
every
day.
The
Corporation does not
have any specific plan to
control the increasing
number of dogs in the
city, due to which the people have to bear the
brunt. Dogs running behind motorcycles and
cars can be easily seen at
night. Drivers are becom-

ing victims of accidents
due to the sudden chasing
of dogs. There is a group
of two to four dogs in
every square and locality
in the city and during
this breeding period, due
to the mutual fighting of
dogs, the traffic is getting
disrupted, as well as the
common people are
falling prey to this fight
and dog bites cases are on

the rise. After the ban on
killing dogs, their population has witnessed a sudden jump. Although the
dog sterilization scheme
was implemented to control their population after
the ban on killing dogs,
but this plan has died in
the files.
There is no action plan
to control the dog population. The city dwellers
are facing the terror of
dogs these days, and people have become troubled
by the attacks of dogs in
the night movement.
Corporation and district
administration should
take cognizance in this
matter. How long will the
possibility of a major accident can be ignored, is
what the Municipal authorities should clarify
and sort out before it gets
late!

Health department team reach far-flung
villages for Covid-19 vaccination
 Wade thru swollen
rivers, walked in
muddy conditions
to reach back to
their destination
Raipur, Sep 14:
The health department
team in Chhattisgarh is
going the extra mile to
conduct Covid-19 vaccination in inaccessible and
far-flung villages, even in
extreme conditions. The
team crossed three rivers
to conduct vaccination in
Lingapur, Nela Kanker,
and Marudbaka villages
falling
under
the
Marudbaka sub-health
center of the Bijapur district. On their way back,

the water level of these
three rivers including
Rala Vagu, Ilka, and
Konga Vagu was on a rise
due to sudden rains.
However, the team crossed
swollen rivers with the
help of villagers to reach
back to their destination.
The distance between
Community Health Center

Usur to Sub Health Center
Marudbaka is about 30
kms. There are nine dependent villages under
Marudbaka Sub Health
Center. All these villages
are on the other side of the
river and come under sensitive areas. The distance
of most of these villages
from Usur Community

Health Center is 30-35 km.
Besides, the two villages
are about 50 km apart.
The health department
team included Rural
Health Officer (RHO) Mrs.
Jyoti Sidar, Mrs. Nagmani
Chilmul, Mr. Ramesh
Gaddem, and teacher Mr.
Anand Rao Yalam.
The water level of the
two rivers was knee-deep.
The team faced great difficulty in crossing Konga
Vagu due to the chest-deep
water level.
After waiting for some
time, the team sent information about the water
level in the river to the villagers through nearby people. Following this, the
team crossed the swelling
river safely with the help
of villagers.
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District Hosp is a boon for the
thousands of needy people
Central Chronicle News
Bijapur, Sep 14: Bijapur is
now emerging from the bite
of the backward district.
The living example of
which is to be the topper in
the district hospital rejuvenation scheme. Facility of
high-level treatment and
surgery has started being
available
in
District
Hospital Bijapur. This is the
reason that the trust of the
remote patients of the district has increased on the
district hospital.
Patients from Telangana
and Maharastra, the border states of Chhattisgarh,
are coming to the district
hospital to take advantage
of the surgery. Civil
Surgeon Dr.Abhay Tomar

said that free of cost service is being provided to the
patients on the instructions of the District
Collector with the availability of better surgery,
medicine and doctors.
Due to the facilities
available in the district
hospital, the number of patients in OPD is increasing
day by day. In the last 1
week, about 3000 patients
have been treated here.

Testing is also being done
rapidly in Hummer Lab.
Hub and spoke model has
been started in Hummer
lab whereby block level
samples are examined and
reports are given. From
2019 to September 2022,
5720 surgeries have been
done for various diseases.
In which major surgery
3551, 969 of C section and
cataract related operations
of 1200 eyes have been

done. The entire team of
surgeons, doctors and
health workers is engaged
in the service of the public
with diligence and service.
Bijapur MLA Vikram Shah
Mandavi said that the entire team of District
Hospital Bijapur is dedicated and serves.
As a result, all the districts of the state have got
the first position under the
Kayakalp scheme. Due to

the promptness of the district administration and
the health team, patients
from bordering Telangana
and Maharashtra are also
coming here to take advantage of the treatment. It is
the result of the far-reaching thinking of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
that the district hospital of
Bijaput is constantly
touching new dimensions
in the field of health.

Immersion tableau’s of Lord Ganesh attracts devotees
Central Chronicle News
Kharora, Sep 14: The
tableau
of
Shri
S i d d h i v i n a y a k
Ganeshotsav Samiti was
the center of attraction
among the tableaux taken
out in the city on Saturday
night, which drew a lot of
devotees participating in
the immersion event.
15 artists from Haryana
presented the tableau here,
in the guise of Aghori, and
the artists showed scenes
from various events of life,
in which it was told that
the person who does the
deeds gets the same results.
The process of immersion continued from late
Saturday evening and
small and big idols were
immersed; meanwhile a
crane was also installed for
the big idols, while the
smaller idols were immersed by the devotees
themselves. Security was
tight and the police depart-

Priyanka Sahu
selected in
NEET-2022
Brings laurels to
family, Bothali
and D’garh

Dongargarh, Sep 14:
A student of Saraswati
Shishu Mandir HS
School
(SSHSS)
Dongargarh Priyanka
Sahu, D/o Dhaneshwar
Sahu and Bharti Sahu
of Gram Bothali has secured 582 marks out of
total 720 in the nationallevel NEET 2022 organised by CBSE this year
and has got qualified
for MBBS course.
Priyanka
has
brought laurels to her
parents, Gram Bothali
and Dongargarh. She
has secured 12000 rank
at the national level.
Principal of her School
Prakash Yadav informed that Priyanka is
a talented students
since beginning and in
the 10th Board exam
she has secured 93%
marks. It was right
since beginning with father's motivation, she
wanted to become a
doctor and today her
dreams have come true
by qualifying for MBBS
course. Having spent
major part of her life in
the Hindi medium and
in
rural
areas,
Priyanka by qualifying
NEET has brought laurels to all. For this
achievement, SSHSS
family and School
teachers and all her
close family members
have greeted her and
wished her all the best
for future endeavours.

and third tableaux will be
given On this occasion,
Nagar
Panchayat
President Anil Soni, Raja
Bhatia, Sachin Agarwal,
Bhavneshwar
Sardhi,
Sanjay Sen and others welcomed by showering flowers on the passing
tableaux.

ment took charge underway.
A total of 17 tableaux
were taken out by
Ganeshotsav committees,
in which Tadka slaughter,

narrating Ram story by
Luv-Kush, Shivaji's procession, Balganesh feeding
laddus to child Krishna,
eating Shabari's berry by
Shri Ram, saving Sita Mata

by Lakshmanji drawing
Lakshman Rekha and
many more.
Prizes will be awarded to
the best tableaux and decorations and first, second

Literacy seminar and rally organized under ILW
Central Chronicle News
Koriya, Sep 14: Under Literacy
Mission Authority, International
Literacy Week (ILW) was celebrated as per the instructions of
Secretariat State Literacy
Mission Authority, on the occasion of International Literacy
Day on 8th September, under
the guidance of Collector
Kuldeep Sharma.
A literacy rally was organized in all the educational institutions of the district and in
the literacy rally, students of
colleges, high and higher secondary schools of the district
participated in large numbers
and the citizens were made
aware of literacy while visiting the city with literacy banners, placards of literacy slogans. It is noteworthy that
Literacy Week is being organ-

ized from 8 to 14 September
under International Literacy
Day, under which people are
being made aware of literacy by
organizing various activities. In
this episode, on September 9, in
Government High School,
Baikunthpur a seminar program
on Navbharat literacy was organized in the school. During

this, the principals, lecturers,
teachers of various schools,
while acquainting them with
the various dimensions of literacy, were discussed in relation to
making the Navbharat literacy
program successful, connecting
the literate to the literacy program and telling them the
needs of literacy widely.
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RAIN IN LUCKNOW
C E N T R A L

Chronicle

There was a very common saying in the past to
encourage the youths to
join the navy, the Royal
Navy in particular, which
goes like, 'Jojn the Army
and see the world'. In fact, it
was really so because at
that time it was the Royal
Navy which was ruling the
seven seas. Very interestingly, going by the present
trends in states ruled by
Arvind
Kejriwal
and
Mamata didi in Delhi and
West Bengal respectively,
one would like to modify the
old saying as 'Join politics
and loot the nation'.
Dr Ashim Chowdhury
Guwahati

Science, technology,
research and innovation
t can well be imagined if this country after getting independence would have not opted for adopting a policy of
Ipromoting
and encouraging science and building of academ-

Holistic approach
to mental health
Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakomma
he global deterioration in mental health is one of the
major challenges noted in the most current Human
T
Development Report 2021–2022, which was recently released
by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
The Covid-19 outbreak has resulted in a global tsunami of
mental health problems, and has worsened pre-existing illnesses, triggered new occurrences of mental illness, or made
the global mental health crisis worse. Mental health issues
are one of the oldest problems in India.The World Health
Organization (WHO) estimates that 15% of the global burden
of mental illness is borne by India. However, the effects of
the corona pandemic and the increasing awareness of the
younger generation have dramatically altered people's life.
India's diminishing mental health will surely have an impact
on the country's social and economic well-being in the years
to come, even though it might not be obvious right immediately. The WHO estimated that between 2012 and 2030, the
economic cost of mental health issues would be $1.03 trillion
in India alone. Mental health should be given similar importance as given to physical health. Lack of education and
awareness, self-diagnosis, and stigmatization all contribute
to the increased difficulties in treating mental health issues.Mental health literacy is the initial step in any intervention for mental illness. The notion that mental health merely
refers to the absence of mental illness must be
dispelled.There is still more to be done, even though the
Central Government established a helpline in 2020 to offer
mental health support.Mental health awareness is an important social movement to both improve understanding and increase access to healthcare.It’s our collective responsibility
to educate the community at large about mental health issues as well as provide resources. Comprehensive approaches are required, according to research, to achieve mental
health and wellbeing.
Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by
e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

TO THE EDITOR

Looting the nation

Established 1974 Volume 47 No. 342

ic institutions, universities, hospitals, laboratories, knowing
about latest in medicine, space and related issues and not preferring to treading the path leading to advancement, we could
have remained economically much backward and probably
depending on other countries for most of our even daily
needs. With that mindset and political will, India gradually
took steps, even if smaller ones but in planned way, that resulted in this country moving forward in the fields of science
and technology. It also has got to be admitted that our neighbour China took big leaps in this direction that resulted in it
becoming an economic power, for which of course much depends also upon the type of political system prevailing there
and the system of running Governments. We are, however,
fast reaching the levels of competing with that country with a
determination in outpacing it in many fields leading to developmental process including manufacturing and claiming
more share in international markets. The fact, however, remains unchallenged that departure from inertial system,
bringing in reforms, promoting innovations, preferring fast
changes, adopting of latest technologies, research and broader knowledge about intricacies of science alone can lead to
progress and prosperity besides addressing numerous emerging problems. Reforms and bringing in changes as also shifting or switching over to latest technologies often are initially
met with some type of resistance, reluctance and even negations but that being a part of the process or the system is
bound to wane and get over in due course. The emphasis also
has to be on optimum utilization of the existing infrastructure while at the same time, provisions for establishing more
of those institutions which promote advancement in any of
the fields of science must be the priorities both in urban and
in rural areas. Stress on performance and innovations, therefore, are surekeys of success and that is why India’s ranking
in Global Innovation Index has considerably improved over
the last few years. Should we not, therefore, assess as to where
do we actually stand in the fields of science and technology
and how many of our policies both at the centre and in
States/ UTs whole heartedly take to promoting innovations,
research and adopting the available latest. The assessment
can reveal that we can both be proud of our achievements as
well as feel that much could be done in a short time to reserve
a niche in the global portal as a centre of research and innovation. Needless to add, even in small enterprises and that
also in rural areas, we come across how enterprising persons
with an innovative bent of mind and doing something different from the average, they make headlines in papers and even
are mentioned by the Prime Minister in his monthly “Mann
Ki Baat’. In other words, even at minute micro levels, innovation and some measure of research result in generating inspiration for others hence innovative mindset starts ruling the
roost. That denotes that research in science and latest technologies can be taken even up to core local levels too no matter in what magnitude. Potential is there in abundance, identifying and harnessing are required. The most encouraging
part is that there exists an increasing inclination and a zest
for science and innovations in the present generation of this
country. Why should, therefore, this country be not proud of
its scientists in every field and celebrate their achievements
instead of at times making them and their works suffer due to
political and bureaucratic highhandedness? If western countries have always been many steps ahead in science and technology, it is largely because of preferring heavy investments
in these vital fields especially in research. We have, however,
been seeing a significant change for the last few years in
Government policies in this regard to promote and expand
the fields of science and technology for the benefit of not only
the common citizens but to showcase our progress internationally. Advancement in these two vital sectors chiefly contribute towards attaining appreciable levels of self reliance.
No wonder, our products even of indigenously made latest
fighter jets like Tejas evoke lot of interest in countries like the
US, Australia, Philippines and others. Once importers of
products from those countries, now as a result of advancement in the twin fields, India is on the threshold of exporting
most of them thanks to the policies of promoting science and
technology in the country.

LETTERS

A path of pride

Pedestrians cross a road during rain in Lucknow, Wednesday, Sept. 14.

Chinese BRI: A success or a failure?
ASAD MIRZA

T

he recent economic upheaval followed by the political disruption in Sri Lanka has
once again made China's Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) the focus of
debate on whether it is beneficial
or insensitive to the participating
countries, besides being a success
or a failure. Chinese President Xi
Jinping launched the BRI with
much fanfare and high promises
and grandiose plans for the participating countries in 2013. It was
considered to be a centrepiece of
the Chinese foreign and trade policy. Basically, the BRI earlier also
referred to, as One Belt One Road
or OBOR for short, is a global infrastructure development strategy to
invest in nearly 150 countries and
international
organizations,
around the globe.
The BRI formed a central component of Xi's 'Major Country
Diplomacy' strategy, which calls
for China to assume a greater
leadership role in global affairs in
accordance with its rising power
and status. As of August, 149
countries were listed as having
signed up for the BRI. Xi originally
announced the strategy as the
'Silk Road Economic Belt' during
an official visit to Kazakhstan in
September 2013, referring to the
proposed overland routes for road
and rail transportation through
landlocked Central Asia along the
famed historical trade routes of
the Western Regions; in addition to
the '21st Century Maritime Silk

Road', referring to the Indo-Pacific
sea routes through Southeast Asia
to South Asia, the Middle East and
Africa. In fact, the BRI was also
considered a grandiose plan to
challenge the American hegemony
over global trade and diplomacy.
However, the recent events in Sri
Lanka, with similar echoes being
heard from Bangladesh, Nepal and
Pakistan have led some China
watchers to conclude that this is
an indicator of the hit that the
Chinese economy has taken during the Covid pandemic and the
BRI appears to be under revaluation with recipient countries wary
of the debt trap and its economic
feasibility.
Let's take a closer look at the
original intent of the BRI, its expansion and its long and shortterm impacts on the aid recipient
countries and whether it has been
a success or a failure and how the
US could have countered it in a
much better manner. In his report
in 2020, Rafiq Dossani, Director,
RAND Centre for Asia Pacific
Policy, opined that China's
strongest motive behind the BRI
was its long-term economic security. The maritime routes of the
BRI would have helped the relatively underdeveloped, landlocked
areas of China such as Yunnan and
Xinjiang provinces by linking them
with ports in the more rapidly
growing areas of Asia. At the same
time, the emerging land routes of
the BRI were marked as an alternative to the South China Sea,
through which most of China's
trade currently passes and which
is becoming a zone of contestation
between the US and China.
Dossani further explained the reasons for the initial welcome of BRI
and opined that traditionally,
many countries prefer to work
with the World Bank and other
multilateral lenders, which provide borrowers with good practices, while making significant
funding available on a meritocrat-

ic rather than political basis.
But, he says further that from a
developing country's viewpoint,
accessing the world's spare capital
has been difficult because of the
risk entailed in many such investments. The Asian Development
Bank estimates that Asian countries face an infrastructure investment gap of $459 billion a year.
This logic also explains the sentiments, which in the initial stages
of the launch of the BRI seemed to
be the main attractive reason for
the BRI projects and Chinese funding. But nine years after its launch,
BRI seems to have lost its sheen,
due to the economic meltdown in
several countries, which borrowed
heavily from China under the garb
of infrastructure development,
progress
and
prosperity.
Bangladesh Finance Minster AHM
Mustafa Kamal has publicly
blamed economically unviable
Chinese BRI projects for exacerbating the economic crisis in Sri
Lanka. He says that developing
countries must think twice about
taking more loans through BRI as
global inflation and slowing
growth add to the strains on indebted emerging markets.
In fact, Bangladesh has made it
clear that it will not accept any further loans but only grants from
Beijing. Nepal has also taken the
same stand. Pakistan with some
$53 billion being spent by Beijing
under the aegis of BRI also faces
the same fate. China has also invested some $44 billion in
Indonesia, $41 billion in Singapore,
$39 billion in Russia, $33 billion in
Saudi Arabia and $30 billion in
Malaysia. The cry against Chinese
BRI is not limited only to the Indian
sub-continent as its reverberations
can be heard in the stalled $4.7 billion railway project in Kenya, also.
Five years since its launch, the
project ends abruptly in an empty
field, 200 miles from its destination in Uganda. As conflicts between the United States and China

appear to mount, some experts
have questioned the intentions of
China's BRI. It has been viewed as
a debt trap for impoverished
states and a means for China to
expand its territorial control, but is
it a reality? Is the US missing an
opportunity to participate in or initiate parallel activities? BRI has
been repeatedly labelled a debt
trap and a power grab, and perhaps this seemed like a possible
scenario. However, this concept
has been debunked by recent research. Deborah Brautigam, director of the China Africa Research
Initiative at Johns Hopkins
University, found no evidence that
Chinese banks over-lend or invest
in loss-making projects to obtain a
foothold in those countries, in one
of her studies on Chinese lending
to Africa.
There is further evidence that
China is not engaging in debt trap
diplomacy. Brautigam has noted
that in some countries the IMF has
been labelled as being vulnerable.
Also, Chinese loans were not responsible for pushing indebted
countries above IMF debt sustainability limits. Furthermore, it
should be noted that not just impoverished nations, but East Asian
and Europe countries have also
been smitten by the BRI. Over 18
European Union countries have
joined the BRI. In fact, rather than
decrying China, the US should engage in infrastructure lending to
poor countries, and/or make it
easier for multilateral banks to
lend for such projects, reducing
bureaucratic requirements. It
should also initiate similar activities in underdeveloped or developing countries. To better its image,
China should improve transparency around BRI deals. The World
Bank and other bodies have also
called for increased transparency.
This would go a long way in improving the US and other countries' understanding of Chinese intentions regarding the BRI.

With the inauguration of
the newly-reconstructed
road
stretching
from
Rastrapati Bhavan to India
Gate, the Rajpath, which
was
also
known
as
Kingsway during the British
rule, is now renamed as
Kartavya Path. Along with
that, a 28-foot high statue of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
has been installed at the
India Gate canopy replacing
the statue of British
Monarch George V. The incident is very historical and
broke the prolonged chain of
slavery. It is important that a
nation should not forget its
glorious past and always respects its heroes who devoted themselves for the country. The installation of
Netaji's statue is a true tribute and shows great respect
for him. The Kartavya Path
always signifies a duty towards public by our representatives. It symbolizes
public ownership and empowerment. Kartavya Path
is always a path of pride for
the people of India.
Gitesh Ch. Aryya Nagaon

Gyanvapi row
It seems that the Varanasi
district court’s decision on
the right to worship at the
Gyanvapi Masjid will lead
to another long-drawn-out
battle, like the Babri Masjid
case. No religion propagates
war, but many wars have
been fought over religion.
All Indians have a right to
practice their chosen religion. But of late, whenever
any signs of a temple are
found under a masjid, a war
of words among religious
radicals is started, which is
then exploited by politicians. These matters are
taken to courts by petitioners from both religions, and
the cases linger on for long.
Both communities must
learn to live and worship in
harmony. In any masjid,
where the remains of a temple are found, both communities should be allowed to
worshnghip in separate
areas, but on the same
premises. In Punjab, there
are many such instances
where both mandirs and
masjids have co-existed
with gurdwaras.
SK Singh, by mail

Ancient skeleton found in Mexico cave
Mark Stevenson
prehistoric human skeleA
ton has been found in a
cave system that was flooded
at the end of the last ice age
8,000 years ago, according to a
cave-diving archaeologist on
Mexico's Caribbean coast.
Archaeologist Octavio del Rio
said he and fellow diver Peter
Broger saw the shattered skull
and skeleton partly covered by
sediment in a cave near where
the Mexican government
plans to build a high-speed
tourist train through the jungle. Given the distance from
the cave entrance, the skeleton
couldn't have gotten there
without modern diving equipment, so it must be over 8,000
years old, Del Rio said, referring to the era when rising sea
levels flooded the caves.
There it is. We don't know if
the body was deposited there
or if that was where this person died, said Del Rio. He said
that the skeleton was located
about 8 metres underwater,

about a half-kilomereveal because of a fear the
tre (one third of a
site could be looted or dismile) into the cave
turbed was near where the
system. Some of the
government has cut down a
oldest human reswath of jungle to lay train
mains in North
tracks, and could be colAmerica have been
lapsed, contaminated or
discovered in the
closed off by the building
sinkhole
caves
project and subsequent deknown as cenotes on
velopment.
the
country's
There is a lot more study
Caribbean coast,
that has to be done in order
and experts say
to correctly interpret the
some of those caves
find, Del Rio said, noting
are threatened by
that dating, some kind of
the Mexican govern- In this photo courtesy of Octavio del Rio, shows photographic studies and
ment's Maya Train fragments of a pre-historic human skeleton
some collection would be
partly covered by sediment in an underwater
tourism project.
needed to determine exactDel Rio, who has cave in Tulum, Mexico. The cave system was
ly how old the skeleton is.
worked with the flooded at the end of the last ice age 8,000
Del Rio has been exploring
National Institute of years ago, according to an archaeologist and
the region for three
cave diver Octavio del Rio, and is located near
Anthropology and where the government plans to build a highdecades, and in 2002, he
History on projects speed tourist train through the jungle.
participated in the discovin the past, said he
ery and cataloguing of rehad notified the institute of Carmen Rojas told him that mains known as The Woman
the discovery. The institute did the site was registered and of Naharon, who died around
not immediately respond to would be investigated by the the same time, or perhaps earquestions about whether it in- institute's Quintana Roo state lier, than Naia the nearly comtended to explore the site. But branch Holocene Archaeology plete skeleton of a young
Del Rio said on Tuesday that Project. He stressed that the woman who died around
institute
archaeologist cave whose location he did not 13,000 years ago. It was discov-

ered in a nearby cave system
in 2007.
President Andr s Manuel L
pez Obrador is racing to finish
his Maya Train project in the
remaining two years of his
term over the objections of
environmentalists,
cave
divers and archaeologists.
They say his haste will allow
little time to study the ancient
remains. Activists say the
heavy, high-speed rail project
will fragment the coastal jungle and will run often above
the fragile limestone caves,
which because they're flooded,
twisty and often incredibly
narrow can take decades to
explore. Caves along part of
the coast already have been
damaged by construction
above them, with cement pilings used to support the
weight above. The 950-mile
(1,500-kilometre) Maya Train
line is meant to run in a rough
loop around the Yucatan
Peninsula, connecting beach
resorts and archaeological
sites.
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Govt reducing compliances in
food processing sector: Patel
Mumbai, Sep 14:
The government is focusing on reducing compliances further to promote the food processing
sector, Minister of State
for Food Processing
Industries Prahlad Singh
Patel said on Wednesday.
Addressing the ‘14th FIcci
Foodworld India The
Global Convention for
Food
Business
and
Industry’, Patel highlighted the need to enhance the
marketing and branding
of Indian food processing
sector and products.
“The government is
fully committed to supporting the industry and
find solutions to the problems. We also need to further simplify the existing

schemes by removing the
bottlenecks and industry
will play a critical role in
this,” he said.
The government’s focus
is on reducing compliances to support the industry and the sector, he
said. To boost the sector,
he said, the government
has already stepped up incubation centres to sup-

port the industry and innovation. The government is taking continuous
steps to improve the food
processing sector, including the introduction of a
PLI scheme for the sector,
he stated.
He further said the government is taking measures to not only cater to
the domestic markets but
also to global demand for
processed foods.
The Indian food processing sector will be the backbone in achieving the USD
5 trillion economy target.
“There is a need to further
strengthen the trust in the
consumers for processed
foods and the government
along with industry have
to work towards it,” the
minister added.

WPI inflation eases to
11-month low
at 12.41 pc in August
N e w D e l h i , S e p 1 4 : The
wholesale price-based inflation eased to 11-month low of
12.41 per cent in August, on
softening in prices of manufactured and fuel products,
even as food items remained
expensive. Although the
Wholesale Price Index (WPI)
based inflation declined for
three consecutive months, it
remained in double digit for
17th months beginning April
last year. The inflation was
13.93 per cent in July and
11.64 per cent in August last
year. It had touched a
record high of 15.88 per
cent in May this year. The
inflation was lower than
August print in September
last year when it was 11.8
per cent. Inflation in food
articles in August rose to
12.37 per cent, as against
10.77 per cent in July, on
account of costlier cereals,
fruits and vegetables.

Need to improve workers’
employment conditions for strong
recovery: Bhupender Yadav
New Delhi, Sep 14:
Union Labour Minister
Bhupender Yadav on
Wednesday underlined the
need for improving employment conditions of
workers for a strong and
resilient recovery post
pandemic. Yadav attended
the G20 Labour and
Employment Ministers’
meeting at Bali, Indonesia
on September 13-14, 2022.
He spoke about the importance of countries coming
together for promotion of
responsive and robust policies relating to employment generation, social
protection, skilling and
formalization, in the postpandemic period for ensuring a more resilient, equitable and sustainable recovery. He also commended Indonesia for selecting
the priority areas critical
in the ever-changing world

of work, a labour ministry
statement said. These priority areas are labour market integration of persons
with disabilities, sustainable growth and productivity in human capacity development
through
strengthening communitybased vocational training.
Other priority areas are
promoting entrepreneurship and supporting small
and medium enterprises
(SME) as a job creation instrument and adapting
labour protection for more
effective protection and increased resilience for all
workers.
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Pia Bajpiee excited about
‘Lost’ premiere at Chicago
South Asian film fest

A heartwarming story on
motherhood with ‘Doosri Maa’

M

umbai, Sep 13 (IANS): Actress Pia Bajpiee
is on cloud nine as her movie 'Lost' is selected as 'Opening Night Premiere Film'
at the Chicago South Asian Film Festival
2022.
Directed by Aniruddha Roy
Chowdhury, it features Yami
Gautam, Pankaj Kapur, Rahul
Khanna, Neil Bhoopalam and
Tushar Pandey in pivotal roles.
The actress, who has appeared in Venkat Prabhu's
comedy drama 'Goa', Tamil
film 'Ko', Telugu movie
'Dalam',
'Masters'
(Malayalam) and 'Mumbai
Delhi Mumbai' (Hindi), expressed hope that the international audience would appreciate her role of a small-town girl
with big dreams and ambitions.
Pia said: "The wait and all the
delay in context to the movie was
worth it. I have high hopes for this
movie and am sure that my role
would please the audience. Being
from a small town, I have a very
selective
audience
and
through this movie I wanna
prove myself and reach internationally."
'Lost' is about a young female crime reporter and
her mission to find the
truth and the reason
behind the sudden
disappearance of a
theatre activist.
Chicago South
Asian
Film
Festival
was
founded in 1964
by filmmaker
and graphic
a r t i s t
Michael
Kutza. It is
the longest-running film festival in
North America.

A

mother and child’s
bond is believed to
be eternal, selfless,
and based on unconditional love. While there
are no limits to a mother’s
love and affection, it can
become a complicated
issue if the child in question is the illegitimate son
of your husband. &TV is
all set to present its latest
family drama "Doosri
Maa". The show will be
produced by Zee Studios
and co-produced by
Imtiaz Punjabi. The show
will bring back the famous on-screen motherson duo, Neha Joshi as
Yashoda and Aayudh
Bhanushali as Krishna,
in the lead, amongst other
casts. The show will premiere on September 20th,
2021, at 8:00 pm on &TV
and will air every Monday
to Friday.
Doosri Maa is the story
of a woman living in
Uttar Pradesh with her
husband, two daughters
and in-laws. Her happy,
peaceful family life comes

‘What I love about
acting is we get to play
many different roles’

S

Ishwak Singh: I prepared for Vikram
Sarabhai with a multipronged approach

'P

aatal Lok' actor
Ishwak Singh, who
will be reprising his
character of physicist Dr
Vikram Sarabhai in the second
season of 'Rocket Boys', said
he spent long hours doing the
research for his role.
The entire series is based on
the life of Vikram Ambalal
Sarabhai, an astronomer and
physicist, who had a major
contribution towards the
development of nuclear power
in India and in fact he is
known as Father of the Indian
Space Programme.
Bringing him alive on screen
was not at all an easy task and
thus Ishwak read a lot of
books about him and attended
lectures also.
He said: "I prepared for
Vikram Sarabhai with a multipronged approach. I wanted to
know him inside out, right
from his childhood days in
Ahmedabad to his education in
Cambridge, the various

aspects of his personal and
professional life."
"It was like going back to
school as I ended up reading
science text books, geeked out
on lectures by Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT)
professor Walter Lewin, studied about Indian Space

to a screeching halt when
she and her husband unknowingly adopt his illegitimate child. The show
captures the lead protagonist Yashoda's journey of
coming to terms with her
husband’s past and her
conflicted, rocky relation-

Research Organisation (ISRO),
the making of the bomb and
modern history."
Ishwak worked in various web
series and movies. He made
his debut with the film
'Raanjhanaa' and later did
movies such as 'Aligarh',
'Tamasha' and was also seen
in the first season of 'Rocket
Boys'.
The actor added that while
doing all the preparation work
he kept reading the script too
and maintained a connection
with the story so that nothing
is missed out and he can portray the great scientist with
perfection.
"I also studied the basics of
rocket science and its evolution and that's how I got to
know about the pioneers. But
while I was going about doing
prep work I'd keep coming
back to the script which was
sacrosanct for me and was
carved out so meticulously by
Abhay Pannu."

ony Entertainment
Television’s magnum
opus,
Punyashlok Ahilyabai
has engaged the viewers
with real life inspiring
tale of the noble queen
who brought peace &
prosperity with her wisdom and proved that one
becomes great not by
gender or birth but by
deeds. The show revolves around the noteworthy life of Rani
Ahilyabai Holkar, a
woman ahead of her
time who with the unshakable support of her
father-in-law Malhar
Rao Holkar, challenged
the pre-defined societal
norms and made positive contributions for
the welfare of the people
and proved to be a name
that not only went on to
create history but also
inspired many. As the
show revisiting another
glorious chapter of
Ahilya’ s Bai’s life, i.e
her journey from in the
‘Maa se Matoshree
Adhyay’, actor Aetashaa
Sansgiri who essays the
titular character is seen
playing the role of a
mother post the leap.
Aetashaa, who is just
27 years old, plays the
role of a loving and
strict mother to Malerao
and Mukta in the show
along with managing the
other responsibilities.
She has already gained
huge love from the audience after playing the

HOROSCOPE THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 15
Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might find the mood of today a bit too
somber for your liking, Aquarius. Why is
everyone so serious? Whether you figure
out the answer or not, just know that it
probably isn't something you did. Emotions
that have been building up are likely to
express themselves now, much like a volcano bursting under the pressure of tons of
molten lava.

Yes, you may have another cookie, Pisces.
Enjoy it and don't feel guilty. Guilt is useless.
Today, get rid of regret. Express your emotions but don't dwell on them. Your sensitivity is acute, so put up your psychic shield.
You might pick up on others' intense energy,
so be careful. Sympathize with others, but
don't take on their garbage. They need to
take out their own trash.

You might just want to stay on the couch
today, Aries. That's fine. Don't get up if you
don't want to. You're probably better off
sticking close to home and enjoying a good
movie tonight. If people ask how you're
doing, be honest. Others will be able to see
right through you, so don't try to hide your
feelings. Today is a good day to say how
you really feel.

Finally, the world is starting to see it your
way, Taurus. Be yourself and don't be
squeamish about telling people exactly how
it is. Your thinking is clear and focused. Use
your penetrating mind to accomplish mental tasks. Your intense nature is powerful, so
act wisely. Today may well be one in which
other people realize that you really aren't as
crazy as they first thought.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Give people the benefit of the doubt,
Gemini. Don't be so hasty in your
actions, and take the time to think things
through. You have a special connection
with your feelings today that can aid in
clearing some of the fog in your thinking.
Your sensitivity to others is remarkably
strong. People will be particularly drawn
to this side of you, especially tonight.

Put your businesslike nature aside for the
day and focus on your feelings, Cancer. You
may be a bit protective of your emotions,
but realize that much of what you're feeling
is best experienced through expressing it
to others. Reach down deep and get in
touch with what you truly believe to be the
heart of the issue. Your thinking is clear as
can be today, so enjoy it!

Call or write a letter to a friend today, Leo.
Your brain may feel like it's stuck in a rut,
which is probably best remedied by sharing these feelings with others. Take it one
step at a time, and be patient with others
in return. People are likely to snap more
easily since fuses will be extra short. Take
care as you approach the deep end. Make
sure you have your life jacket on.

Things flow well for you today, Virgo, so
bask in any sunshine that this day offers.
Your intuition is especially strong, and you
have an uncanny ability to pick up on other
people's feelings. Your nurturing gifts are in
high demand by those around you. They'll
need a sensitive shoulder to lean on. Just
make sure you don't lose yourself in the
process. Save some energy for you.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

Other people's indecisiveness could leave
you feeling frustrated and stuck today,
Libra. Realize that you can overcome this by
pushing past them. Don't feel like you need
to wait for others to make up their minds
before you act. Do what you need to do, and
others will catch up when they're ready. You
aren't responsible for the well-being of others. Concentrate on you.

It may be much easier than usual to
express your emotions to someone today,
Scorpio. If there has been something on
your mind for a while, now is the time to
say it. You'll be able to paint a clear picture of your true feelings. Express yourself with confidence so you don't come
across as helpless or clingy.

Does it feel like someone's raining on
your parade today, Sagittarius? No surprise there. You may feel like you're
stuck in a bog, so wear your galoshes
and give it your best shot. That's all you
can do. People may be extra touchy and
impatient with ridiculous banter, even if
it is polite. Try not to make sense of
things that seem confusing now.

Your intuition is extra keen today,
Capricorn, and your mental aim is on target. Other people may sink into the
swamp, but you're the life raft they can
cling to. Your amazing mental clarity will
be invaluable throughout the day. You'll be
able to communicate your feelings clearly,
and you should find their receptivity to
your thoughts much greater than usual.

ship with her stepson.
Talking about her
character, Yashoda, in
Doosri Maa, Neha Joshi
says, “Yashoda is a devoted housewife and a
social worker. She is a
loving, practical, and
pragmatic woman. She

has two daughters and is
proud of them. She is
never disrespectful but
does not hesitate to let
others know she won’t
allow anyone to insult
her. She has her unique
and witty way of making
people realise their mis-

takes. During her work,
she meets Mala, a single
unmarried mother who
is on her deathbed and
promises to provide for
her only child Krishna,
with a safe and secure future.”
Aayudh Bhanushali,
essaying Krishna’s character, says, “Krishna is
Yashoda’s
husband,
Ashok, and Mala son. He
has all the innocence of
a child. He loves his
mother, and she means
the world to him. After
losing
his
mother,
Krishna feels deep anger
and hatred towards his
unknown father and the
world at large, including
Yashoda,
whom
he
blames for making false
promises of saving his
mother and taking care
of him when in fact, she
sends him to an orphanage due to a court order.”
‘Doosri Maa’ will premiere on September
20th, 2022, at 8:00 pm on
&TV and will air every
Monday to Friday.

Mona Singh speaks up
about the ‘shadow
pandemic’ in ‘Ek Chup’

H

role
of
Ahliyabai
Holkar. And now, as she
gets into the character of
a mother, Aetashaa
shares her experience
with us. She said, “This
show was everything
that I wanted. As an
actor who is in her early
stage of her career is always looking out for
roles that helps hone
their acting skills. When
Ahilya’s role was offered
to me I was nervous
about doing it because
playing this role was a
very big responsibility
and I feared I’ll make a
mistake as Ahilya Bai is
one such personality
whom people look upto.
From being a daughter,
wife, daughter-in-law,
taking care of the state
affairs along with being
a mother, Ahilya Bai
donned multiple hats
and played each of them
beautifully.

ow often do women speak up against domestic violence? The answer is not
many times.
It is precisely for this reason that Mona
Singh, who's still remembered as the 'Jassi
Jaissi Koi Nahin' lead actress, is going to
raise her voice against domestic violence
in her upcoming short film 'Ek Chup', directed by Sonya V. Kapoor.
Mona talks about her experience of
working in the short film, which centres
on domestic violence during the lockdown.
Mona said: "Ek Chup is based on the
idiom 'ek chup sau sukh' (stay quiet, earn
a hundredfold happiness). You know, as
Indians, most mothers tell their daughters to keep quiet and everything will
work out. However, it's important for
women to stand up for their rights and I
think this movie and the script was just
absolutely perfect to talk about this
topic." The actress, who was recently
seen in 'Laal Singh Chaddha', is all praise
for Sonya, who is a winner of the British
Film Fellowship for her documentary
'Once there was a Purple Butterfly'.
She shared: "Sonya was very cool, calm,
composed and with a vision regarding the
script. She knew exactly what she wanted. So
it was a lot of fun working with a person who
knows what the person wants so everything
just comes out very beautifully."
The director talks about her short film and the
entire idea behind making it which is to highlight
a very relevant topic of violence against women.
"The film is based on a very important issue,
namely, the shadow pandemic of violence against
women and domestic abuse during the Covid-19 lockdown days. It was UN Women that first termed it as
the 'shadow pandemic' - a pandemic within a pandemic," she said. "In this film, the female protagonist also
believes in the philosophy of life that says 'Silence is
Golden' and that is the base of the quirky story," said
the director, explaining the essence of the story.
'Ek Chup' is produced by Amrita Mendonza and
Sonya V.Kapoor under their banner M5
Entertainment.

C R O S S WO R D

421
44. Stand up
45. Constricting snakes
46. Wore away
47. Affirm
50. Breaks suddenly
52. Wild pig
53. Sarcastic writing
55. Shred
58. Woody or Tim
60. Most beautiful
62. Personal preference
63. To ____ his own
64. Comic ____ Carvey
65. Rub out
66. Coloring agents
67. Makes a choice

DOWN

ACROSS
1. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)
5. Farm unit
9. Fiend
14. Pilaf ingredient
15. Mets' old stadium
16. Texas shrine
17. Sports
19. Termite, e.g.
20. Keanu Reeves role
21. Lawmaking body
23. Brooches

24. Waste material
25. Ironed fold
27. River mouths
30. Raised dogs
31. Perfect
32. Audibly
34. Dry, as wine
37. African country
38. Electrified particle
39. Violin's kin
41. Conclusion
42. Pastry

1. Modern Persia
2. Spot
3. Mimic
4. Snaky fish
5. Daisylike flowers
6. Beijing's country
7. Brief review
8. Bridge position
9. Speck
10. Fled to wed
11. "Ave ____"
12. Foretelling signs
13. Norwegian
18. Moving stairway
22. Light brown
24. Don't go
26. VIP's walkway (2 wds.)
27. Water barrier
28. Eve's garden

29. Loan
30. Fido's treat
32. Televises
33. Batch
34. Coasted
35. Besides
36. College woman
40. Greek god
43. Stable morsels
45. Flat caps
46. Our planet's
47. Ease up
48. ____ energy
49. Chip dip
50. Wander off
51. Sister's daughter
54. Copied
55. Cut grain
56. Ain't, correctly
57. School gps.
59. Maiden name indicator
61. Bride's vow (2 wds.)

SOLUTION 420
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Mandhana 79 sees India run
down England to level series
Derby, Sep 14 (PTI):
Opener
Smriti
Mandhana hit a strokefilled unbeaten fifty after
off-spinner Sneh Rana
snarred three wickets to
hand India women a comprehensive eight-wicket
win over England in the
second T20 International
and level the series 1-1 here.
England's decision to bat
first on Tuesday night backfired as Indian bowlers
raised their performance
by a notch to reduce the
hosts to 54 for five inside 10
overs.
England found the going
tough in the initial overs,
losing wickets at regular intervals before teenager
Freya Kemp (51 not out off
37 balls) and Maia Bouchier
(34 off 26) shared 65 runs for
the sixth wicket to resurrect their innings.
While the 17-year-old
Kemp struck three fours
and as many sixes during
her rearguard knock,
Bouchier decorated her innings with four boundaries.
But once Rana broke the
dangerous-looking partnership, taking the wicket of
Bouchier stumped by Richa
Ghosh in the 18th over, the
writing was on the wall for
England. Kemp, though,
tried hard her level best and
used her long handle to
great effect to pick up 23
runs in the remaining 15
balls in the company of
Sophie Ecclestone to take
England to 142 for six and
give their bowlers at least
something to defend.
Rana was the wrecker-inchief for India returning
with fine figures of 3 for 24
from her four overs, while
Renuka Singh (1/30) and
Deepti Sharma (1/21)
picked up two wickets at the

Confidence and calculative approach helped
us level T20 series: Harmanpreet
Derby, Sep 14 (PTI):

Smriti Mandhana and Harmanpreet Kaur added an unbroken
69 runs for the third wicket to take India home.

Brief Scores:
England Women:142 for 6 in
20 overs (Freya Kemp 51 not
out, Maia Bouchier 34; Sneh
Rana 3/24).
India Women: 146 for 2 in
16.4 overs (Smriti
Mandhana 79 not out,
Harmanpreet Kaur 29 not
out; Sophie Ecclestone
1/22).

top. India began their chase
in a fine fashion with
Mandhana (79 not out off
53) and Shafali Verma (20)
adding 55 runs in the first
six overs. Ecclestone finally
got the breakthrough for
England when Verma

hipped back to the bowler,
who dived to her right to
complete a fine caught and
bowled
opportunity.
Dayalan Hemalatha (9) once
again disappointed as Freya
Davies cleaned her up 16
balls later.
Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur (29 not out off 22) then
joined
her
deputy
Mandhana at the crease and
the duo played effortlessly,
stitching unconquered 69
runs for the third wicket to
comple the formalities as
India 146 for two in 16.4
overs. In fact, Mandhana hit
three boundaries off Davies
in the 17th over -- first
smashing throgh backward
covers, then creaming

India skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur feels sheer confidence
and a calculative approach
helped the visitors level the
three-match series with a
comprehensive eight-wicket
win over England in the second T20 International here.
After a rather demoralising
defeat in the first game on
damp and wet conditions,
India bounced back in style
to secure a morale-boosting victory and take the
series to the decider to be
played in Bristol on Thursday.
"I'm really happy, we played
well. Everyone was looking
forward to winning today,
that's something I'm happy
about. We do have plans for
all batters, but it was important that we executed
them, the fielders supported
the bowlers well,"
Harmanpreet said after the
match on Tuesday night. "We
are improving as a fielding
side, the way Radha fielded,
she got injured in the last
game, I'm happy with her
effort today. Whenever we
bat together (herself and
Smriti), we have the confidence, we can calculate the
approach well, the right-left
combination is always a positive for us," she added.

through midwicket and
then completed the chase
with smacking shot over the
bowler's head to the long-on
boundary. There were no
sixes in the match from the
Indian
batters
but
Mandhana found the fence
13
times,
while
Harmanpreet and Verma
struck four boundaries

Opener Smriti Mandhana,
whose sparkling unbeaten
half-century (79 off 53 balls)
saw India through and secure
a crucial win for the visitors,
said the aim was to come
back stronger and level the
series. "We were keen to
come back stronger and level
the series. I was pushing
myself and happy that I could
contribute to the victory.
Good weather to bat (in
England), before the CWG
games, I think I found the
going touch," Smriti said.
"Player of the Match - In T20
cricket, you'd look to try and
get a good start to the team.
Happy to contribute to the
team," she added. Smriti
praised her opening partner
Shefali Verma, with whom
she stitched 55 runs for the
opening wicket, something
that helped India find the
momentum right from the
beginning of their chase. "It
depends on the day and the
bowlers. Two years back, she
(Shafali Verma) perhaps was
just trying to dominate, but
she now knows whom to target and to respect good
bowling. The good thing is
we can both take advantage
of the batting powerplay,
whoever is in good touch
takes the lead in doing so,"
she said.

each. It was a ordinary
bowling display from the
home team as Ecclestone
(1/22) and Davies (1/30)
were the only two wicket
takers. England had won
the first match by nine
wickets. The third T20 of
the three-match series will
be played in Bristol on
September 15.

SC allows BCCI to
change its constitution
 Office bearers can
serve continuously
for 12 years in
State & BCCI
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
The Supreme Court
Wednesday allowed modification of BCCI's constitution and paved the way for
its
President
Sourav
Ganguly and secretary Jay
Shah to continue in office
without having to serve the
mandatory cooling-off period.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hima
Kohli said that an office
bearer can have continuous
tenure of 12 years which includes six years in State
Association and six years in
BCCI before the cooling-off
period of three years triggers. The bench said that an
office bearer can serve on a
particular post for two consecutive terms, both at the
BCCI and the State
Association level, after
which he would have to
serve three years cooling-off
period. "The purpose of the
cooling-off period is not to
create undesirable monopo-

lies", the bench said. The
top court's order came on
the Board's plea seeking to
amend its constitution concerning the tenure of its office bearers including its
President Sourav Ganguly
and Secretary Jay Shah by
doing away with the mandatory cooling-off period between tenures of office
bearers across state cricket
associations and the BCCI.
The BCCI, in its proposed
amendment, has sought the
abolition of a cooling-off period for its office bearers
which
would
enable
Ganguly and Shah to continue in office as President
and Secretary despite them
having completed six years

at respective state cricket
associations. Earlier, the
Justice R M Lodha-led committee had recommended
reforms in the BCCI which
have been accepted by the
top court. The constitution
of the BCCI, which was earlier approved by the top
court, stipulates a mandatory three-year cooling-off period for anyone who had
served two consecutive
terms of three years each in
the state cricket association
or the BCCI.
While Ganguly was an office bearer in the Cricket
Association of Bengal,
Shah had served in the
Gujarat
Cricket
Association.

England hires coaches Saker,
Hussey ahead of T20 World Cup
London, Sep 14 (AP):
England's
coaching
group will have a distinctly Australian feel at the
Twenty20 World Cup taking place Down Under
next month.
Already led by an
Australian in head coach
Matthew Mott, England
has also hired two more
people from Down Under
its former fast-bowling
coach, David Saker, and

ex-international batter
Michael Hussey to be part
of the backroom team for
the tournament.
Saker, who will begin his
consultancy contract during the forthcoming T20 series in Pakistan that precedes the T20 World Cup,
spent five years with the
England men's team before
leaving in 2015. He helped
to build the bowling attack
that took the team to No. 1
in the test ranking as well

as winning the Ashes in
2010-11. Barely a year after
leaving the England set-up,
Saker was on the other
side of the Ashes divide,
working as Australia's
bowling coach. More recently, he worked as an assistant coach to Mickey
Arthur with Sri Lanka.
Hussey, fondly known as
Mr. Cricket, has acted as a
batting consultant for numerous teams since retiring.

Australia’s UNIQUE T20 World Cup Kit ICC T20 Rankings: Kohli jumps

to 15th; Surkyakumar 4th

Sydney, Sep 14:
With the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2022 just
around the corner, reigning champions Australia
have
revealed
their
Indigenous-themed kit.
The Aussies will defend
their crown on home soil
under the leadership of
Aaron Finch who recently
bowed out of ODI cricket.
Australia's new jersey
will have shirts with black
sleeves and a gold and
green gradient on its trunk
topped by artwork while
the pants will be black and
a cap will feature the
colours of both the
Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander flags on the
brim.
The kit was designed by
Aunty Fiona Clarke and
Courtney Hagen, with the
pair having previously
worked together on other
Indigenous designs worn

Dubai, Sep 14 (PTI):

Australia's cricket players Mitchell Starc (C), Josh Hazlewood (R) and Glenn Maxwell clad in new
First Nations kit design for the upcoming ICC Men's T20 World Cup walk onto the field, at Sydney
Cricket Ground (SCG) on September 14.

by Australia. 'The overall
design is to do with the
process of connecting with
yourself as an individual,
as a team, in the community and whatever is surrounded by you ... with the
river, the land, whatever
you see,' said Clarke who is
the great great grand-

daughter
of
James
'Mosquito' Couzens, who
played in the Aboriginal XI
in a landmark match at the
MCG in 1866. 'In the middle we've been able to incorporate the colours of
the both of First Nations
flags in Australia. So
you've got the red, black

Mumbai Indians elevate Jayawardene,
Zaheer to new central roles

Mumbai, Sep 14 (PTI):
IPL franchise Mumbai
Indians on Wednesday elevated former players
Mahela Jayawardene and
Zaheer Khan to new roles
of global head of performance and global head of
cricket development respectively. The appointments were a part of MI's
central expansion plan.
According to a MI statement, Jayawardene will be

providing senior leadership to the group's cricket
operations worldwide, including overall strategic
planning, the creation of
an integrated global highperformance eco-system,
as well as responsibility for
each team's coaching and
support structures.
He will work closely with
the team's head coaches to
ensure synergies, a consistent brand of cricket, and
implementation of best

practices set by the franchise. Zaheer, on the other
hand, will be responsible
for player development,
building MI's robust program around talent identification and grooming and
adopting the same across
geographies, which has
been core to the franchise's
philosophy and success.
Each geography comes
with its unique set of challenges and Zaheer's elevated role will play an important part in helping MI
teams across the globe.
"It is an absolute honour
for me to lead MI's global
cricket operations. Mrs
Ambani and Akash's leadership and guidance have
made MI the most valued
global cricket franchise and
I am very happy to see MI
grow globally. I look forward to this new responsibility to build a strong cohesive global brand of cricket," Jayawardene said.

and yellow, which is represents Aboriginal flag and
the blue, white and green
which represents the
Torres Strait Islander
flag,' Hagen explained the
design incorporated wickets to represent games
played, and stars to signify
ancestors.

Star India batter Virat
Kohli jumped 14 spots to
be ranked 15th in the latest
ICC T20 Internationals
batting rankings after a
fine show at the recentlyconcluded Asia Cup.
Kohli made handsome
gains after he produced a
dominant batting display
(276 runs in five matches)
in the continental tournament held in UAE that also
saw him scoring his first
international century in
almost three years.
Middle-order
batter
Suryakumar Yadav continued to remain the bestplaced Indian batter as he
held on to the fourth spot
with 755 points in the batting list headed by
Pakistan's Mohammad

Prannoy climbs to world no. 16
in latest BWF ranking

Rizwan (810).
Indian skipper Rohit
Sharma also held on to his
14th position in the list
with 606 points.

On the list for bowlers,
India pacer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar dropped a place to
be ranked seventh while
spinners Ravichandran

Ashwin (up nine places to
41st) and Axar Patel (up 14
places to 57th) have also
made notable gains.
The Pakistani bowling
duo of Haris Rauf (up
nine places to 25th) and
Mohammad Nawaz (up
seven places to 34th) were
the biggest gainers after
their strong performances
in the Asia Cup.
However, the bowling
chart is still headed by
Ausstralia pacer Josh
Hazlewood with 792 points
followed by South African
Tabraiz Shamsi (716) and
England's Adil Rashid
(702).
M e a n w h i l e ,
Afghanistan's Mohammad
Nabi has conceded the top
place for all-rounders to
Bangladesh's Shakib Al
Hassan.

Marsh, Starc, Stoinis ruled out
of India tour due to injuries
Melbourne, Sep 14 (PTI):

New Delhi, Sept 14 (PTI):
After a string of impressive performances on tour,
India's star shuttler HS
Prannoy climbed two
places to reach the world
number 16 in the latest
BWF World Ranking release. Prannoy, who
reached
back-to-back
quarterfinals at the World
Championships and Japan
Open Super 750, now has
64,330 points after participating in 33 tournaments.
The 30-year-old Indian
had recently become the

top player in men's singles
in the 'Race to Guangzhou',
which decides the qualifiers for the season-ending
BWF World Tour Final.
Fellow Indian Kidambi
Srikanth also jumped two
places to sit at the 12th
spot, while Lakshya Sen
continued to be the bestplaced Indian male shuttler at world number 9.
PV Sindhu, who had
skipped the world championships and Japan Open
due to an injury, also
gained a position to climb
to the seventh spot.

Australia will miss the
services of
Mitchell
Marsh, Mitchell Starc and
Marcus Stoinis in the
three-match
T20
International tour of India
after the trio was ruled for
the series on Wednesday
due to injuries.
While Starc has been
suffering from a knee injury, Marsh and Stoinis
have been ruled out due to
ankle and side issues respectively.
According
to
cricket.com.au, the injuries are minor but
Cricket Australia took the
decision not to risk the
players keeping in mind
the T20 World Cup to be
played at home, starting
next month.
The recent development
will further deplete the
Australian squad as David

Warner has already been
rested for the tour.
The Australian selectors
have included Nathan
Ellis, Daniel Sams and
Sean Abbott as replacements for Starc, Marsh
and Stoinis.
While
Marsh
and
Stoinis suffered the injuries during the ODI series against Zimbabwe
and New Zealand, Starc's
was a late exclusion fol-

lowing a scan on his knee
on Wednesday.
Australia will play three
T20s against hosts India at
Mohali on September 20,
Nagput on September 23
and
Hyderabad
on
September 25.
After the whirlwind
India tour, Australia are
set to play T20 series
against the West Indies
and England in the buildup to the T20 World Cup.
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Jairam upholds ‘prominence’
of Nehru-Gandhi family

Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 14 (PTI):

CONG PREZ POLL

With the process
for electing the new
Congress president
round the corner, senior party leader
Jairam Ramesh has
batted for "consensus" in selecting the
new AICC chief and
sought to uphold the
"prominence" of the
Nehru-Gandhi family in
the organisational matters
in any sort of emerging situation.
Ramesh, the AICC general secretary in-charge
Communication, Publicity
and Media, said even if
somebody else is elected as
the party chief in the
October 17 polls, Sonia
Gandhi will continue to be
a person "everybody looks
up to" and insisted Rahul
Gandhi will be the "ideological compass" of the grand

old organisathe new AICC
tion.
chief, Ramesh
He rejected
invoked the
the suggestion
"view" of legthe Wayanad
e n d a r y
MP will do
Congress
"backseat
leader
K
driving" in the
Kamaraj,
event of somewhich accordbody
else
ing to him, is
being
a
"talk to everyCongress
body and find
president,
a suitable conhailing the
s e n s u s
Jairam Ramesh
Gandhi scion
choice" for
as a very accommodative leading the party. "In the
and democratic person. A history of the Indian
party without a 'high com- National Congress, generalmand' would be 'anarchy,' he ly we've selected people by
said. In an interview to PTI, consensus. But there had
the former Union minister been elections -- in 1938,
also opposed a section of 1950, 1997 and 2000. But my
Congress leaders' argument view is that of a broad conagainst its high command sensus--the Kamaraj view. I
culture, claiming that there belong to the Kamaraj
will be anarchy in a party school," said Ramesh, a key
without such a mechanism. Congress strategist, as the
To buttress his arguments Rahul Gandhi-led "Bharat
for a unanimous election of Jodo Yatra" reached near

Kollam district in Kerala.
The notification for the
election will be issued on
September 22, while the filing of nomination would
begin on September 24 and
continue till September 30.
The election, if there is
more than one candidate,
will take place on October
17, while counting of votes,
if necessary, and the declaration of results would be
on October 19.
When asked about the argument of a section of party
leaders including Lok Sabha
MP Shashi Tharoor that a
democratic contest for the
Congress president's post
will revitalise the Congress,
Ramesh said if a consensus
is not possible "we should
have
elections".
"Mr
Tharoor is welcome to contest. It's democratic process.
We are the only political
party which has elections to
the post of President."

SIKH PILGRIMS FROM PAK

Sikh pilgrims from Pakistan arrive to visit various Sikh shrines in India, at Attari Wagha border near Amritsar, Wednesday.

Bhutan king meets PM Modi ‘Delhi residents to get power
subsidy only if they opt for it’
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):

PM Narendra Modi with King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck during a
meeting, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Bhutan king Jigme
Khesar
Namgyel
Wangchuck met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
here on Wednesday and
both leaders discussed bilateral ties and the ways to
further strengthen them.

Wangchuck was in India
en route to London to attend Queen Elizabeth II's
funeral, officials said.
Modi tweeted, "Had a
warm meeting with His
Majesty the King of
Bhutan. Discussed various
ideas to further strengthen
the close and unique India-

‘Can govt explain how
territory ‘given’ to China
will be retrieved’
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday alleged that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has "given"
1,000 square kilometres of
Indian territory to China
"without a fight", and asked
the government how it will
be retrieved. He also
claimed that China has refused to accept India's demand of restoring status
quo on the border as on
April 2020.
Gandhi's attack came
after Indian and Chinese
armies carried out a joint
verification of the disengagement process at
Patrolling Point 15 in the
Gogra-Hotsprings area in
eastern Ladakh after with-

drawing their troops and
dismantling temporary infrastructure from the friction point. Both sides completed the disengagement
in a phased and coordinated manner, according to
people familiar with the development. Attacking the
government, Gandhi tweeted, "China has refused to
accept India's demand of
restoring status quo of
April 2020. PM has given
1,000 Sq Kms of territory to
China without a fight."
Can the government of
India explain how this territory will be retrieved, he
asked. The eastern Ladakh
border standoff erupted on
May 5, 2020, following a violent clash in the Pangong
lake areas.

Bhutan
friendship.
Conveyed my appreciation
for the guiding vision provided by successive Druk
Gyalpos in shaping our relations." India and Bhutan
share historically strong
ties. Wangchuck also met
foreign secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra.

Manasbal (J-K), Sep 14 (PTI):
The Indian Navy
has revived its training area at the
Manasbal lake in
Jammu
and
K a s h m i r ' s
Ganderbal district,
33 years after it was
closed following the
eruption of militancy in
the erstwhile state. The facility at the Manasbal lake
in the central Kashmir
district was excellent for
the naval training of the
National Cadet Corps
(NCC) in Jammu and
Kashmir. However, due to
the deterioration of the
security situation, the site
had to be abandoned in
1989 and the training
areas were shifted to the
Mansar Lake in Jammu,
officials said.
With the improvement

in the security situation
in Kashmir, the naval
training area has been
successfully revived after
a gap of 33 years,
they said.
The officials said that a
suitable camping site
along with adequate infrastructure has been
provided
by
the
Manasbal Development
Authority on the lakefront and two naval training boats have been shifted here from Mansar.
Speaking to reporters at
the training centre, Group
Commander NCC Group
Srinagar Brigadier K S
Kalsi said it is a momentous occasion and a redletter day for the NCC in
the Kashmir valley.
"It is after a gap of 33
years that NCC training
activities of the naval
wing are restarting in this

beautiful location of
Manasbal lake... 100 NCC
cadets including girls
from various colleges of
Jammu and Kashmir are
participating in the
camp," Brigadier Kalsi
said.
He said the NCC is a
major organ of nationbuilding. It aims to train
the youth of the country
to inculcate discipline

‘Want number of Indian students in France to climb to 20,000’
 By 2025
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
France wants the number of Indian students in
the country to rise to
20,000 by 2025, French
Foreign
Minister
Catherine Colonna said
on Wednesday. The minister also said there could be
no better indicator of
peace and true friendship
among nations than a student trained and graduated abroad who becomes
acquainted with two cultures and can stand up
for both.
Colonna is currently on
a three-day visit to India.
She made the comments
during an interaction
with students at the Lady
Shri Ram College here.

France's Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Catherine
Colonna interacts with students during her visit to Lady
Shri Ram College, in New Delhi, Wednesday.
"The objective assigned
by President Emmanuel
Macron is clear: 20,000
Indian students in France
by 2025. For us to achieve
this objective, we must attract, every year, 7,500 to
8,000 students, and therefore increase the actual
numbers by 50 per cent. It

"The number can also be
used on WhatsApp by
sending 'Hi' and a form
will be received that can
be filled up and sent to
apply for subsidy," he
said announcing the
phone number. An official said that around 90
per cent of power consumers in the national
capital pay their electricity bills online.
In the physical method,
consumers can fill up a
form attached with their
power bill and submit it
at designated collection
centres and the subsidy
will
continue
from
October 1, the chief minister said. Those consumers who have got
their phone numbers registered for bill payment
will be sent messages for
applying to get subsidy.

Indian Navy revives training centre at Manasbal lake
After 33 years

New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):

Delhiites can avail the
free electricity scheme
from October only if they
opt for it, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal announced on Wednesday.
At a press conference
here, he said people can
now give a missed call or
send a WhatsApp message on 7011311111 from
Wednesday to avail the
free electricity scheme.
With this move, the option to get Delhi government's power subsidy
will no longer be available by default and every
year, power consumers
will be given an option to
continue with power subsidy or not.
At present, those whose
power consumption is
less than 200 units do not

have to pay
demand and
any electriciapply for it.
ty charges.
He said both
Those whose
physical and
consumpelectronic
tion is up to
methods will
400 units get
be available
a 50 per cent
for people to
subsidy
apply
for
In his first
subsidy.
offline press
The govconference
ernment had
since formadecided
a
tion of AAP
few months
Arvind Kejriwal
government
earlier that
in Delhi in February 2020 subsidy will be given to
after which Covid pan- those only who will dedemic forced online brief- mand and apply for it. "In
ings, Kejriwal said many the electronic method,
residents were willing to consumers can give a
pay their electricity bills missed call on the phone
in full and wanted an op- number 7011311111.
tion to give up the power
They will receive a
subsidy. Kejriwal, howev- message with a link, and
er, clarified that the free clicking on this, they will
electricity scheme will get a form that can be
continue for those who filled up and sent back.

is very ambitious, but between India and France,
sky is the limit," she said.
"To achieve it, we are expanding the presence of
France in India. We want
France to be seen as a
leading country in terms
of education and research, which it is,"

Colonna said. The French
minister noted that after
the figures went down in
2020 due to the pandemic,
France would welcome in
2022 almost the same number of Indian students as
in 2019. In 2019, more than
5,000 students completed
their procedure for longstay studies in France, she
said.
"So, I guess the appeal
for France among Indian
students is as strong as
ever and that is very
heartwarming to me. We
also want to expand the
scope of fields open to
Indian students. Our business schools are among
the best in the world, but
so are our engineering
schools and our public
universities.
"We are working hard to
enlarge the scope of our

cooperation to skill development and professional
training in economic sectors where France is at the
top, including in areas
such as aeronautics,
transports and automotives, energy, hospitality
and food, fashion, graphic
arts and design among
others," Colonna said.
The minister stressed
that gender balance was a
necessity in the field of education.
"Much
has
changed when it comes to
gender balance but we are
still not there yet
President Macron made it
one of the great causes of
his two mandates, for
France as well as internationally. At the national
level, we have introduced
new measures in order to
fill the so-called 'gender
pay gap'.

among them and make
them responsible citizens.
"We also train them to join
the armed forces," he
added. The NCC started
its activities in Kashmir
in 1965 but the naval centre at Manasbal was
closed in 1989 due to the
security
situation,
Brigadier Kalsi said.
After the improvement
in the situation, the centre

Prez to attend
Queen Elizabeth's
funeral
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
President Droupadi Murmu
will visit London from
September 17 to 19 to attend
the state funeral of Queen
Elizabeth II and offer condolences on behalf of the Indian
government, the Ministry of
External Affairs announced on
Wednesday.
Queen Elizabeth II passed
away on September 8.
President Murmu, Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi have expressed condolences at her demise. External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
visited the British High
Commission
here
on
September 12 to convey
India's condolences. India also
observed a day of national
mourning on Sunday. In the 70
years of reign of Queen
Elizabeth II, India-UK ties have
evolved, flourished and
strengthened immensely. She
played an important role in
the welfare of millions of people around the world as Head
of the Commonwealth, the
MEA said in a statement.

has been revived, he said.
"Now, we are ready to
start training and reactivate this area," he said.
The cadets will be trained
in various activities like
boat pulling, sailing, signalling and ship modelling. These activities were
earlier carried out in the
Mansar lake area and the
cadets had to move from
Kashmir to Jammu.
Frequent closures of the
highway caused a lot of
inconvenience.
"It was a demotivating
factor.
Now,
when
Manasbal is available, we
are sure and hopeful that
cadets of the Kashmir valley will immensely benefit
from this beautiful location," Brigadier Kalsi
said. This beautifully located training facility will
motivate the local youth to
join the NCC, he said.

‘Drunk’ students snatch
cop’s phone, beat up
driver of police vehicle
10 booked, four of them detained
Gwalior, Sep 14 (PTI):
Some "drunk" students
of a government medical
college here allegedly
snatched the mobile
phone of a police official
and also beat up the driver of a police vehicle following an argument with
a patrolling team that
found them wandering on
a city street in the wee
hours of Wednesday, police said.
After the incident, four
of the students were detained before being let off
following a medical examination on them, and a

first information report
(FIR) was registered
against them along with
six others in this connection, an official said.
"The incident occurred
after City Superintendent
of Police (CSP) Rishikesh
Meena spotted the youths
in an inebriated condition near the Gajra Raja
Medical College around 2
am when he was on patrolling duty, and asked
them why they were out
in the wee hours,"
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(ASP) Mrigakhi Deka
said.
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BJP nets ex-Goa CM,
7 other Cong MLAs
Panaji, Sep 14 (PTI):

Nominations
New Delhi: Online nominations and recommendations for the Padma
Awards 2023, to be
announced on the eve of
Republic Day next year,
will be received till
Thursday. The Union home
ministry had opened the
window for accepting nominations and recommendations for the Padma
Awards on May 1. They are
being accepted only on the
Rashtriya Puruskar Portal
(https://awards.gov.in).

Lifer
Azamgarh: A special
court here on Wednesday
awarded life sentence to
former Samajwadi Party
MLA Abhay Narain Patel
and three others in a 24year-old murder case.
The others convicted for
the crime are Lal
Bahadur, Lal Bihari and
Harendra, Assistant
Government Counsel
Deepak Mishra said.

Correction
New Delhi: The National
Testing Agency (NTA) has
opened the application
form correction window
of CUET-UG to allow candidates to make amends
to their forms online. The
correction window, which
opened on September 13,
will be available till 10 am
on September 15.

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant and Goa BJP President
Sadanand Shet Tanavade welcome eight Congress MLAs who
joined the party, in Panaji, Wednesday.

taken the loyalty pledge at
a temple, church and dargah in Goa ahead of the
elections. Asked about the
breach of pledge, Kamat
said that before joining the
BJP he had visited the
temple again. I went to the
temple again and asked

God what to do. God told
me do whatever is best for
you, he said. In a similar
move in July 2019, 10
Congress MLAs had
switched over to the BJP
in Goa. Michael Lobo said
the MLAs took the decision to strengthen the

Ahmedabad, Sep 14 (PTI):
Seven labourers were
killed and one was seriously
injured after falling to the
ground while working inside an elevator shaft at an
under-construction building in Ahmedabad city on
Wednesday morning, police
said.
Police had earlier put the
death toll at eight, but an official later said one worker
was undergoing treatment.
The incident took place
around 9:30 am at the site located
near
Gujarat
University. A senior police
official had initially said the
elevator carrying the workers had crashed to the

People gather at the site after several workers were killed in an
under-construction building, in Ahmedabad, Wednesday.

ground from the seventh
floor, but later police said
the workers fell when the
structure inside the elevator shaft gave way. "Six
labourers who were working inside the elevator shaft
on the 13th floor fell to the
ground after the support

structure suddenly collapsed," said Assistant
Commissioner of Police L B
Zala. "Two others who were
working on the fifth floor
also fell down after losing
balance. Seven of them died
while one is undergoing
treatment," he added.

FINAL TOUCHES

Mathura: Police here registered a case of rape
against three clerics on
Wednesday, an official
said. The Station House
Officer (SHO) of the Sadar
police station, Ajay
Kishore, said the FIR was
lodged on the complaint of
a woman against the clerics of the Sadollah Mosque.
According to the complaint,
cleric Rashid raped the
woman on the pretext of
marriage. Later, two others
also raped the woman, the
complaint reads.

Pithoragarh: An eight-yearold student died and three
others were injured on
Wednesday when the ceiling of a toilet collapsed in
a school in Uttarakhand's
Champawat district, officials said. The incident
occurred at Maunkande
primary school in the district's Pati sub-division,
they said. Chandan died
while three other students,
Soni, Rinku and Shaguni,
all aged eight, were injured
in the accident, Pati SubDivisional Magistrate
(SDM) Rinku Bisht said.
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The Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra
Modi,
on
Wednesday approved a
Constitution amendment
bill that seeks to grant tribal status to the Hatti community living in the TransGiri region of Himachal
Pradesh's Sirmaur district.
Addressing the media,
Union Tribal Affairs
Minister Arjun Munda said
the Cabinet has also approved proposals to grant
Scheduled Tribes status to
the Binjhia community in
Chhattisgarh and the
Narikoravan
and
Kurivikkaran communities
in Tamil Nadu.
After the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order
(Third Amendment) Bill
2022 becomes an Act,
around 1.6 lakh members of
the Hatti community
Trans-Giri region will be
able to derive benefits

Union Minister for Tribal
Affairs Arjun Munda with
Union Minister for Information
& Broadcasting Anurag Thakur
briefs the media on Cabinet
decisions, at National Media
Centre in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

meant for STs under the existing
government
schemes. They will also be
entitled to benefits of reservation in services and admission to educational institutions according to government policy. Union
Information
and
Broadcasting
Minister

Jammu, Sep 14 (PTI):

 At under-construction
building

Booked

Collapse

New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):

Anurag Thakur, who addressed the media after the
Cabinet meeting, said people belonging to the community
in
Himachal
Pradesh had been asking
for inclusion in the ST list
for more than 50 years.
He said the Hatti community in the Jaunsar region
of Uttrakhand had already
been given tribal status.
"The Trans-Giri region of
Sirmaur shares the border
with Jaunsar, and the two
have a cultural similarity. It
is a historic decision. I
thank PM Modi for this,"
Thakur said.
Munda said the Binjhia
community's demand for
inclusion in the ST list of
Chhattisgarh had been
pending for around 15
years. The Cabinet has also
okayed a Constitutional
amendment bill to add the
Narikoravan
and
Kurivikkaran communities
living in the hills of Tamil
Nadu, in the state's ST list.

Seven workers killed after
11 dead as mini-bus plunges into gorge
falling down from elevator shaft  In J-K’s Poonch
PM expresses grief

An artisan gives final touches to idols of Lord Vishwakarma at a workshop ahead of
the Vishwakarma Puja festival, in Guwahati, Wednesday.

One killed, 11 injured as gunmen
go berserk in Begusarai
Begusarai, Sep 14 (PTI)
One person was killed
and 11 others critically injured as two motorcycleborne gunmen went on a
rampage
in
Bihar's
Begusarai district, firing
indiscriminately at people
in crowded areas, police
said.
The assailants are yet to
be identified, they said.
The gunmen opened fire
at Malhipur Chowk in
Begusarai
town
on
Tuesday evening, targeting shops in the busy area,
a police officer said.
Panicked people started
running for their lives,
while shopkeepers fled
leaving shops open.
The miscreants then
went to Barauni Thermal
Chowk, Barauni, Teghra,
Bachwara and Rajendra

Seven police personnel
suspended
Seven police personnel in
Bihar's Begusarai were suspended on Wednesday for
the lapse in duty after two
gunmen went on a rampage
in the district, killing a man
and critically injuring 11
people, a senior official
said. Additional Director
General of Police (HQ)
Jitendra Singh Gangwar said
the police personnel were
on patrolling duty and were
suspended as they could not
stop the two gunmen who
went on a shooting spree in
Begusarai on Tuesday.
A hunt is on to nab the two
gunmen, who are yet to be
identified, he said.

Bridge, and continued firing at people, he said.

Eleven people, including
four women, died and 29
more were injured when an
overcrowded
mini-bus
plunged into a deep gorge
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch
district
on
Wednesday, officials said
here.
The bus was on its way to
Poonch from Gali Maidan
when it met with the accident near Brari Nallah in
the border belt of Sawjian
around 8.30 am, they said.
The officials said a joint
rescue operation by the
Army, police, and local villagers was immediately
launched.
Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi, President
Droupadi Murmu, Vice

BANK FRAUD

Jignesh and Yash Patel, two
Indian-origin artists from west
London are working on a giant
mural of Queen Elizabeth II as
a tribute to the late monarch
who passed away aged 96 in
Scotland last week.

Eight Congress MLAs in
Goa, including former
chief minister Digambar
Kamat, on Wednesday
joined the ruling BJP, in a
body blow to the opposition party which is now
left with just three MLAs
in the 40-member state
Assembly.
The eight MLAs joined
the BJP in presence of
Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant and state BJP
chief Sadanand Shet
Tanavade.
The Congress termed
the move as height of betrayal and shamelessness
on part of the MLAs who
had pledged to remain
faithful to the people and
the party after the
Assembly elections.
In January, they had

hands of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Sawant. The crossing over
of eight of its Goa MLAs
to the BJP is part of the
ruling party's 'Operation
Kichad', the Congress said
and claimed the "break"
was fast-tracked because
of the visible success of its
Bharat Jodo Yatra.
"Operation Kichad of
BJP in Goa has been fast
tracked because of the visible success of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra. BJP is nervous," Congress general
secretary in-charge communications
Jairam
Ramesh tweeted.
"A daily dose of diversion & disinformation is
handed out to undermine
the Yatra. We remain undeterred. We will overcome these dirty tricks of
the BJP," he said.

Centre approves Chh’garh’s
Binjhia community to ST list

Rescue operation underway after a mini-bus fell into a gorge, near
Brari Nallah in Poonch district, Wednesday.

President
Jagdeep
Dhankhar and several leaders from the Valley expressed grief over the loss
of lives in the accident.
The officials said nine
passengers were found
dead on the spot, while two
more succumbed to injuries
at a hospital. The condition

ground strewn with boulders, the officials said,
adding that the vehicle, also
carrying students headed
for schools, was completely
damaged.

ED seizes over 430 kgs gold, silver
after searches at private lockers
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate
on
Wednesday seized 431 kgs of
gold and silver worth more
than Rs 47 crore after it
searched secret lockers of a
bullion company as part of
a money laundering probe
linked to an alleged bank
loan fraud case.
The premises of Raksha
Bullion
and
Classic
Marbles were raided in connection with the case
against a company called
Parekh Aluminex Ltd., the
federal agency said in a
statement. During the
raids, keys of some "private
lockers were found at the

premise of the bullion company," it said. "Upon searching the private lockers, it
was found that the locker
operation was being done
without following proper
norms. No KYC was fol-

Kochi flight catches fire in
Muscat, all onboard safe
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
As many as 151 people
were evacuated from an Air
India Express plane at the
Muscat
airport
on
Wednesday after fire and
smoke were noticed in one
of the engines and aviation
regulator DGCA is probing
the incident, according to
officials.
The incident happened
when the Kochi-bound
Boeing 737-800 aircraft was
taxiing at the airport. Some
passengers suffered minor
bruises at the time of evacuation, the officials said.
There were a total of 141
passengers, 4 infants and 6
crew members onboard the
aircraft, the officials said.
Videos and images on social media showed smoke

of nine of the 29 injured is
critical, and six of them
were airlifted to the
Government
Medical
College and Hospital in
Jammu for specialised
treatment, they said.
The bus rolled down
more than 250 feet into the
gorge and hit the hard

Prime Minister Modi also
announced financial aid of Rs
two lakh from the Prime
Minister's National Relief
Fund to the next of kin of
each deceased and Rs 50,000
for those injured. "The loss of
lives due to an accident in
Poonch is saddening. My
thoughts are with all those
who lost their loved ones.
Wishing the injured a speedy
recovery. Rs 2 lakh from
PMNRF would be given to the
next of kin of each deceased
and Rs 50,000 would be given
to the injured," he said in a
tweet on the Twitter handle of
the PMO.

Smoke billows from an Air
India Express plane at
Muscat airport.

emanating from the plane
parked at the Muscat airport. In a statement, an Air
India Express spokesperson
said there were 141 passengers onboard the plane,
which was to depart Muscat
at 1120 hours (local time).
"While it was on the taxi-

way, another aircraft reported observing fumes from
one of
the engines.
However, there was no fire
warning indication in the
cockpit. As a matter of
abundant precaution, and
following the prescribed
SOPs, the crew stopped on
the taxiway and activated
the onboard engine fire extinguishers," the statement
said. Air India Express also
said the matter is being investigated by the regulatory
authorities as well as the
airline's flight safety department. A senior official at
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said
the regulator is probing the
incident and appropriate
action will be taken after
the investigation is completed.

lowed and there was no
CCTV camera installed at
the premise and there was
no in and out register," it
said. The premise had 761
lockers of which three belonged to Raksha Bullion, it
said. "Upon operating the
lockers, 91.5 kgs of gold
(bars) and 152 kg of silver
was found in two lockers
which was seized."
"An additional 188 kgs of
silver was also seized from
the premises of Raksha
Bullion," it said.
The total value of the
seized gold and silver is Rs
47.76 crore, the ED said.
The money laundering
case
against
Parekh
Aluminex Ltd. dates back to

March, 2018 where it was alleged that the company
"duped banks and took
loans to the tune of Rs
2,296.58 crore."
This money, the ED
claimed, was thereafter "siphoned off by layering
through various companies."
"The money was routed
to various accounts in context of providing unsecured
loans and investments. The
same was not the purpose
of taking the loans and
there were no agreements
in place for such transactions," the agency said.
It had earlier attached assets worth more than Rs 205
crore in this case in 2019.

CORRUPTION CASE

Court orders FIR, probe
against Yediyurappa
Bengaluru, Sep 14 (PTI):
The Additional City
Civil and Sessions Judge
court on Wednesday ordered an FIR to be registered and investigation
taken up on a private complaint alleging corruption
by former Karnataka chief
minister B S Yediyurappa
and his family members.
The order comes exactly
a week after the High
Court of Karnataka on
September 7 directed the
Special Court to hear the
complaint of corruption
afresh.
The lower court had on
July 8 dismissed the complaint, as the Governor
had refused to give sanction to the complainant, T

J Abraham. The HC, however, ruled that the complainant was not the competent authority to seek
sanction
from
the
Governor.
The
complaint
is
against Yediyurappa, the
then chief minister, and
his family members, alleging that they obtained
bribes in return for granting
BDA
(Bangalore
Development Authority)
contracts.
Reacting to the order,
Yediyurappa said he has
full confidence in the judiciary. "There is no truth in
any of these allegations. I
will come out of all these
(cases). These things are
natural, I'm not bothered
about it," he said.
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Masked thieves captured on camera;
social media helps in identification
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 14: With the
arrest of four ruffians, police claimed to have solved
a theft case which occurred
at village Tarra of Patan
on the intervening night of
September 13.
Two of the accused were
seen in the footage of
CCTV installed in the shop.
Police shared the footage
on social media after
which the accused were
identified with the help of
sources. The Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit and team of
Patan Police Station
worked jointly to solve this
case.
While addressing media
persons at Patan on
Wednesday,
SP
Dr
Abhishek Pallava informed that the victim
Tribhuvan Lal Sahu owns
a
mobile
shop
at
Chandrakar Complex in
village Tarra. On the intervening night of September
13, some unidentified

thieves trespassed into the
shop by breaking the shutter from one side and burgled 17 nos mobile phones,
five nos speakers and Rs
3000 cash. The case was
lodged under section 457,
380 of IPC.
Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, a joint
team led by Inspector
Santosh Mishra (i/c
ACCU) and Inspector
Rajkumar Lehre (SHO,
Patan Police Station) was
formed to investigate the

matter. Investigations were
launched under the guidance of ASP (City) Sanjay
Dhruv, ASP (Rural) Anant
Sahu,
SDOP
(Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore
and DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui.
The team scanned the
suspects, habitual offenders and those who have
been recently released
from jail. On examining
the CCTV recordings of
the shop, two suspects were
seen in the footage. The

St Thomas College
celebrates Hindi Diwas

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 14: St Thomas
College Ruabandha Sector,
organized one day national webinar on occasion of
Hindi
Diwas
on
Wednesday. The program
started with College
Prayer and welcome
speech.
Assistant
Professor Santosh Yadav
initiated the function.
Thereafter, Principal of
the College, Dr MG
Roymon presented a very
nice and motivating poem
and discussed the importance of Hindi. Dr Debjani
Mukherjee, IQAC coordinator said that the celebration of this day is not just
a formality but we will
have to use it every day in
front of students.
The chief guest of the

footage was shared on social media groups and with
the help of its sources; police identified the suspects
as Shekhar Thakur and
Rikaas Hiyal of Raipur.
Police team immediately
moved to Raipur and the
suspects were arrested
from the Amapara area of
Raipur. Initially they refused but during sustained
interrogation, they confessed to have committed
theft at the mobile shop.
They disclosed that Yogesh
Nirmalkar and Rahul
Thakur of village Loharsi
assisted them in the crime.
They were also taken
into custody. The accused
further disclosed that they
chalked out the plan of
theft at Loharsi. They
broke the shop's shutter
with the help of a rod and
crowbar (Sabbal) and escaped with the mobile
phones and other items.
They divided the stolen
booty amongst them.
Police seized 17 nos mo-

bile phones, five speakers,
other electronic items and
two bikes used in the
crime. The accused Rahul
Thakur (20) of village
Loharsi; Shekhar Thakur
(20) of Amapara, Raipur;
Rikaas Hiyal (18) of
Amapara, Raipur and
Yogesh Nirmalkar (24) of
village Loharsi have been
arrested on charges of
theft.
SI RS Jurri, Head
Constable Anil Shukla,
Prahlad Singh Sirmour,
Constables Tushar Verma,
Dileshwar
Pathare,
Rajeshwari and ACCU
team members including
ASI Purna Bahadur, Head
Constable Roman Lal
Sonwani,
Chandra
Shekhar Banjir, Constable
Santosh Gupta, Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Rajkumar
Chandra, Jugnu Singh,
Vikrant Kumar, Shahbaz
Khan, Upendra Yadav and
Ashwini Yadu played a
vital role in solving
the case.

Children learn self defence;
memorise helpline number
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 14: On
Wednesday, police conducted an awareness programme for school students at Government
Higher Secondary School
in Jevra Sirsa. The children were explained
about good touch - bad
touch, self defence, etc.
The cops made them
memorise the child
helpline number - 1098.
Abhivyakti programme
was organised at this
school under the direction of Superintendent
of Police (Durg) Dr
Abhishek Pallavs and
guidance of Additional
Superintendent
of
Police (City) Sanjay
Kumar
Dhruv
and
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent
of
Police (IUCAW) Meeta
Pawar.
D e
p u t y
Superintendent
of
Police (IUCAW) Shilpa
Sahu detailed the students about the child

helpline number 1098,
good touch - bad touch,
self defence in times of
trouble, etc. She urged
the children to stay away
from mobiles and concentrate on studies.
Short films received
from
the
Police
Headquarters
were
screened through a projector. Assistant SubInspector
Sangeeta
Mishra (Raksha Team)

explained the students
and teachers about the
short films. She gave detailed information about
Abhivyakti App and how
to use it in times of distress.
Children and teachers
downloaded
the
Abhivyakti App on their
mobile
phones.
Principal, teachers and
students attended the
programme.

Strictly ensure basic facilities to
patients at hospitals: Collector
Notice served to Ward Boy for delay in starting the power generator
Central Chronicle News

event Dr Tikeshwar
Janghel presented an
overview on structure of
Hindi pre and post independence. Barnali Roy discussed the important
points of Hindi Subject
and said that Hindi is easy,
simple and language of
connectivity.
Suradha Kashyap said
that Hindi lives in our
hearts and she also dis-

cussed that Hindi was
known officially as national language. Student of
college Sumeet Tirkey presented a very nice poem.
Technical support was
given
by
Assistant
Professor,
Chandan
Dekate. The program was
conducted by convenor Dr
Rupa Shrivastava and vote
of thanks was proposed by
student Sumeet Tirkey.

Bhilai, Sep 14: Patients
should not face any problem for basic facilities in
the hospital and their complaints should be immediately
resolved,
said
Collector
Pushpendra
Kumar Meena during the
inspection of Lal Bahadur
Shastri Hospital in Supela.
He enquired the patients
about the basic facilities.
Patients replied that doctors conduct visits on time
and provide good treatment. The behaviour of
the nursing staff is also
very good. A patient of the
obstetrics department informed that his wife had
delivered a baby.

There was a power cut
for sometime last night.
The Ward boy was asked
to start the generator but
he delayed. After about
half an hour, the power
supply resumed but till
then the patients and their
attendants faced a lot of
inconvenience.
The Collector asked the
officers that immediate action should be taken on
the feedback of the relatives of the patients. He directed the hospital incharge Dr Piyam Singh to
serve a notice to the Ward
boy who was on duty that
night.
Hospital in-charge Dr
Piyam Singh said that the
blood storage unit and

sonography facility has
provided a great relief.
Along with normal delivery, Cesarean delivery is
also being conducted.
The Collector also oversaw NABARD's 10-bed hospital which is being constructed in the hospital
premises. He also inspect-

ed the 20-bed isolation
ward being constructed
from the funds of DMF.
The Collector said that
after the district hospital,
Supela Hospital has the
maximum footfall at
OPDs. Accordingly, all possible facilities will be ensured here. He asked the

officials to inform about
the shortage of resources
so that the district administration could provide the
same.
Collector also visited
CMHO office premises
and took information from
CMHO Dr JP Meshram regarding the requirements.
He also visited the Malaria
Testing Center and inquired about the activities
for malaria prevention. He
asked how many samples
have come so far. The staff
showed him the process of
checking malaria parasites in a microscope.
Collector instructed them
to get a concrete roof constructed
at
Malaria
Bhavan.

DAV Ispat Public School observes Hindi Diwas JLNH&RC organises CME & Workshop on Breast Imaging
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Seo 14: DAV Ispat
Public School observed
Hindi Diwas in the form of
an activity packed day in
an online mode. Starting
from the junior most class
i.e. class nursery to class
VIII, the students showed
an overwhelming response
by enrolling their participation in all the assigned
and fun filled learning
based activities. The importance of spreading the
awareness of the day was
posted in
all the classes by the respective class teachers and
the children were briefed
about the significance of
the day. The reason behind
marking it as a special day
was also brought to their
notice by the teachers.
The Hindi faculty of the
school had chalked out a

well planned series of activities to be posted in the
group prior to the day so
that the little ones, in particular, could get sufficient
time to come up with their
best in presenting their activities.
To name a few, the observations done were: making
a short video of students
reciting poems in Hindi,
use of various proverbs
and idioms in sentences of
their own and posing and

clicking a pic with that
presentation in hand, making drawings on different
idioms of Hindi, expressing their meanings through
drawings, narrating some
of
the
famous
Panchatantra tales, jataka
tales and so on and making
a video on it to be shared in
all the classes. The little
ones were given to jot down
their names and their parents name in Hindi along
with elaborating the mean-

ing of the names. A great
amount of zeal and enthusiasm was seen among the
children in accomplishing
their activities, more so because it was in the language close to their heart, a
language which they feel
the best to express themselves and put up their
ideas in their own way.
The Headmistress of the
school, Priyanka Shukla,
conveyed her best wishes to
everyone on this special
day and congratulated the
entire staff, the Hindi
Faculty in particular,
which came up with a
unique concept of celebration in an online mode
keeping in view the particular age groups of students
and framing activities
which that particular class
would enjoy the most, have
fun along with learning
from those activities.

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai,
Sep
14:
Department of Radio diagnosis of Jawaharlal Nehru
Health & Research Centre
of Bhilai Steel Plant organised
a
CME
(Continuing
Medical
Education) and Workshop
on Breast Imaging recently. Breast Cancer is one of
the leading causes of mortality in women in India
and accounts for approximately 25% of all newly diagnosed Cancer.
WHO reports 65% of patients in India present
with stage Ill or IV disease,
thereby restricting the
treatment options. The
primary reason for this is
lack of awareness and
screening program as well
as trained manpower.
The CME and workshop
highlighted the impor-

tance of early detection of
breast cancer and follow
up after treatment. Above
40 year age every women
should have once in a year
Mammography for early
detection of breast Cancer.
If a family history of
breast cancer is there it
has to be performed much
earlier.
Dr JP Meshram, CHMO
Durg, graced the event as
the chief guest and emphasized the importance

of such continuing medical education program
with the vision of organizing more such activities
for the benefits of doctors
as well as patients.
This CME was possible
under the continuous
guidance of
Dr M
Ravindranath (CMO I/c
JLNHRC) and Dr Pramod
Binayake (CMO JLNHRC).
Dr Bagyam Raghavan
(President,
Breast
Imaging Society of India),

NDRF, CISF & BSP jointly carry out Emergency Preparedness Plan exercise
Q

At Coal Chemical
Plant-3

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 14: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, CISF, NDRF (National
Disaster Response Force) jointly
conducted a Mock-drill Exercise on
"Gas Leak Disaster in BSP" at Coal
Chemical Plant-3 on Wednesday.
The objective of this exercise was
to assess the preparedness and response of different agencies during
any such emergency.
It should be noted that protocols
have been made in each department to deal with emergency disasters. Mock drills are organised
from time to time to check the
compliance to and the efficacy of
these protocols. The secrecy of this
mock drill is maintained so that the
seriousness of the incident can be
properly tested according to the
protocol.

As part of the exercise, information regarding gas leakage at Coal
Chemical Plant-3 was communicated to the Plant's Fire Services
and CISF simultaneously. Even as
the NDRF was informed about the
incident, fire tender was rushed
from nearby Fire Stations inside
Plant to carry out spraying & dousing operation. Personnel of NDRF
who were escorted to the spot by
CISF, took stock of the situation
and swung into action.
Soon after the emergency situation was declared, General

Manager Anand Shukla as Incident
Controller immediately engaged
himself and his team to communicate the nature of emergency to
different agencies and to control
the situation. Subsequently, CGM
(CO&CCD) Rajeev Shrivastava took
on the role of Chief incident controller. Meantime, personnel from
several other agencies including
the Plant's Safety Engineering
Dept, Energy Management Dept,
Occupational Health Services Dept
etc that had been informed, also
rushed to the spot to assist in the

entire operation. Senior officers of
the Plant including Executive
Directors and other departments
too reached the spot.
Even as the fire tenders were
engaged in spraying operations,
personnel of NDRF and Fire
Services Dept brought out the 'injured persons' and after administering proper first aid, dispatched
them in ambulances to hospital.
The entire premises was searched
for any other injured person even
as Gas Safety personnel of Energy
Management Dept identified and

plugged the gas leak. During the
entire operation, various aspects of
disaster management such as response time of different agencies,
coordination between the agencies, movement of personnel and
vehicles etc. were studied. The objective of the exercise was to ensure that any such disaster is handled in a planned manner so as to
execute rescue operations properly
and also to avoid creating panic
among employees by making them
familiar with the procedures to be
followed. This exercise taught the

participants how to handle such an
emergency situation patiently and
systematically. During this disaster
management exercise, District
Superintendent of Police Dr
Abhishek Pallav, NDRF Bhilai unit
chief Vishwanath Choudhary,
Deputy Director (Industrial Health
and Safety) Ashutosh Pandey, CISF
Commandant SK Bajpai and the
plant's
Executive
Director
(Materials Management) AK
Bhatta, Executive Director (Works)
Anjani Kumar, Executive Director
(Personnel & Administration), MM

Gadre,
Executive
Director
(Projects), S Mukhopadhyay and
Chief Medical Officer-in-Charge
(Medical & Health Services) Dr M
Ravindranath, CGM Incharge
(Services) PK Sarkar, CGM (HRD)
Sanjay Dhar, CGM (Coke Oven)
Rajeev Shrivastava, Acting Chief
General Manager (Safety & Fire
Services) GP Singh and Chief Fire
Officer BK Mohapatra, nodal officer of the mock drill Dr AK
Sonateke played an active role in
the entire emergency preparedness exercise.

Dr Bijal Jhankaria, Dr
Rashmi Sudhir, Dr M
Ravindranath and Dr
Pratibha Issar were the esteemed faculty.
The various topics discussed were how to report
breast
cases
in
M a m m o g r a p h y,
Ultrasound and MRI along
with breast pathology.
Recent advances in breast
imaging
i.e.
3D
Tomosynthesis
and
Contrast
Enhanced
Mammography were also
discussed.
Dr Pratibha Issar HODDepartment of Radio diagnosis JLNHRC has created
this CME and workshop
which includes hands on
training on Breast Biopsy
along with the help of departmental colleague Dr
Rajeev Pal, Dr Dhiraj
Gupta and all staff of
Radio diagnosis.

Two killed as bike
rams into divider
Bhilai, Sep 14: Two bike riders
were killed and another git injured
when their motorcycle rammed
into a road divider near Avanti Bai
Chowk on the intervening night of
Wednesday. Smriti Nagar Chowki
I/c said that the victims identified
as Tarun Pandey (22) of
Khursipar, Himanshu Kumar (24)
of Khursipar and Suraj Kumar
Sahu (24) of Kabirdham were riding on a single bike bearing registration number CG07-BP-4271
being driven by Tarun Pandey.
The victims were on their way
back to Khursipar after shopping
at Surya Mall in Junwani. Tarun
was riding the bike at a high
speed and could not see the road
diver and rammed into it. After
the collision, the trio was flung off
the road. Tarun suffered fatal injury on head and died on the spot.
Himashu and Suraj were rushed
to the hospital where Suraj
breathed his last. Himanshu is seriously injured and is being treated at District Hospital.
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State now becoming ‘Udata Ch’garh’: Rekha Sharma
Alleges that use of drugs and other intoxicants at par with Punjab, Haryana
Raipur, Sep 14:
The
Chairperson
National
Women’s
Commission
Rekha
Shar ma has charged
that use of drugs and intoxicants
in
Chhattisgarh has gone
up so much that it has
now being called as
‘Udata Ch’garh’. She
held the Chhattisgarh
state
at
par
with
Haryana and Punjab
when it comes to use of
drugs and liquor and
other
intoxicants.
Addressing a press conference
here
on

Wednesday, Chairperson
Rekha Sharma said that
though the police claims
that number of crimes
against women have decreased, but the NGO
who met us infor med
that in case of crimes
against women in the
state the police prefer to
go for compromise and
due to which no crime
report is filed and true
statistics are not available. Speaking further
Rekha Sharma charged
that cases of molestation
are on the rise in the
state, apart from that of
miscarriages
among

MLAs to get increased salary
of Rs 1.60 lakh per month
 Notification
issued for hike
in salary,
allowances
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 14: Member
of Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) of Chhattisgarh
would get monthly salary
of nearly Rs 1.60 lakh as
Notification has been issued in the State Gazette
after Governor had approved the Chhattisgarh
MLAs Salary Allowance
and Pension Amendment
Act. Similarly, major hike
in the salary and allowances
of
Chief
Minister,
Ministers,
Legislative Assembly
Speakers,
Deputy
Speaker and Leader of
Opposition have been
made. However, the MLAs
getting the facility of
Peon, has been scrapped
in the new Act which was
passed in Chhattisgarh

Legislative Assembly during the Monsoon session.
MLAs would get increased salary and allowances with effect from
September 12 as notification has been issued. As
per the new provisions,
the MLAs would get
salary of Rs 20 thousand
whereas the Constituency
Allowance would be Rs 55
thousand,
Telephone
Allowance would be Rs 10
thousand and Medical
Allowance to be Rs 15
thousand. Apart from it,
the MLAs would get Daily
Allowance of Rs 2 thousand every day. Above
amount gets total of Rs
1.60 lakh every month for
MLAs. Parliamentary
Secretary would get total
salary of Rs 1.75 lakh.
Assembly Speaker would
get Rs 1.96 lakh whereas
Deputy Speaker would
get Rs 1.81 lakh every
month.
Leader
of
Opposition would draw
the monthly salary of Rs
1.91 lakh.

women. She charged that
youths in the state are
badly falling prey to different types of intoxicants, be it drugs or
liquor or banned cough

syrups or psychotropic
drug and it is now becoming ‘Udata Ch’garh’.
Shar ma also charged
that there are cases of
sexual
harassment
among the bureaucrats
and politicians in the
state and few cases of
bureaucracy are pending
with
the
Women’s
Commission and FIR is
expected to file against
few. But she did not clarified as to what level the
cases have reached about
cases of sexual harassment by the officers in
the state. She definitely
said that there is rise in

Raipur, Sep 14:
The power consumers
of Chhattisgarh have got
a big blow on power generation by the companies
using imported coal. The
Power Company has decided to hike the rates by
30 Paisa per unit. Due to
use of imported coal by
NTPC, the state government has to make an additional payment of Rs
120 crore per month for
power purchase and to
compensate the same the
Electricity department
has decided to impose
Variable
Cost
Adjustment (VCA) of 30
Paisa per unit on the domestic and commercial
consumers.
The use of imported
coal has increased the
production cost of power
by the power plants in the
state and the consumers
who are already facing
the blow of high inflation
and increase in cost of
commodities will now
have to face an additional
burden of hike in power
tariff as well. Chief

Rights Activist will be the
Valedictory Chief Guest.
The speakers for the seminar will include Dr.
Lokesh K. Singh, AIIMS,
Raipur, Dr. Deepak K.
Srivastava,
Associate
Professor, Hidayatullah
National Law University ,
Raipur, Mrs. Girija, Social
Worker, Dr. Mridu Sahu,
Assistant Professor, NIT
Raipur, and Dr. Moksha

‘I assure dilapidated
roads be repaired soon’
Raipur, Sept 14: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that the
work of repairing dilapidated
roads in Raigarh district will
be started soon after the rainy
season is over. In his address
to the people of village Chhal
in Dharamjaigarh assembly
constituency, Chief Minister
assured that the roads of
Raigarh districts will be
repaired and reconstructed
soon.
PWD Secretary Siddhartha
Komal Pardeshi has inspected
all the dilapidated roads in the
district and Chief Minister
Baghel is personally monitoring the process. It is noteworthy that the increased traffic of
heavy vehicles has damaged
the roads in Raigarh district,
which will be reconstructed
post rainy season. Secretary
Komal Pardeshi informed that

70-km-long road from Raigarh
to Dharamjaigarh will be built
at a cost of Rs 130 crores, 90km-long road from KharsiaChhal-Hati-DharamjaigarhPathalgaon will be built at a
cost of Rs 190 crores, 23-kms
long road will be constructed
from Chhal to Gharghoda at a
cost of Rs 48 crores, 26-km
long road en route PunjipathraTamanar-Milupara will be built
at a cost of Rs 62 crore,
Sarangarh-Barmakela-Sohela
road (8-km) will be built at a
cost
of
Rs.8.5
crore,
Barmakela-Saria-Nadigaon
road (18 km) will be constructed at a cost of Rs.7.5 crore, 15km long road from Gharghoda
to Lailunga will be built at a
cost of Rs 7 crores and 3 kms
long road from Surajgarh to
Padigaon will be constructed
at a cost of Rs 6 crores.

Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Sept 14: Both the ruling
Congress as well as principal
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Wednesday
claimed that their efforts has
resulted in the approval of the
proposals to grant Scheduled
Tribes status to the Binjhia
community in Chhattisgarh.
While the government statement said that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had written a
letter to the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to get the
Binjhia community included in
the ST list of Chhattisgarh
which had been pending for
around 15 years, the Bharatiya

VCA of 30 Paisa per unit to hike electricity bill
 Due to use of imported coal by power
plants, power tariff hiked by 30%
 Cost of imported coal 4-6 times higher
than domestic coal
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had earlier held the policies of the central government and use of imported
coal as the one responsible for hike in power tariff.
As per information in
this regard, the power
plants in the state are not
having sufficient availability of domestic coal
for power generation and
therefore the Central
Energy Ministry has
granted permission to
use 15% of imported coal
for it. On part of the
Companies it was expected that only 9% of the
total requirement of coal
in the plant should be imported. But from month of
June 2022 onwards,
National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) is
using 10-15% of imported
coal in its power plants.
The cost of imported coal

Seminar on Rights of Women
with Disabilities from Sept 17
Raipur, Sep 14: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Department of
Information Technology
in collaboration with the
Department
of
Humanities and Social
Sciences is organizing a
free two-day National
Level Seminar on Rights
of
Women
with
Disabilities: Challenges,
Opportunities, and Way
Forward
from
17th
September
to
18th
September 2022 in the offline mode under the sponsorship of
National
Commission for Women,
New Delhi. Dr. AM
Rawani, Director, NIT
Raipur will be the Chief
Patron for the event and
Dr. P Diwan, Dean
(Research & Consultancy),
NIT Raipur will be the
Patron. Ms. Sadhna
Dhand who is a National
Award
winner
for
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities will be
the Inaugural Chief Guest
and Chitrasen Sahu, an
Inclusion and Disability

cases of harassment by
the politicians and bureaucratic officers in the
country as well.
Chairperson National
Women’s Commission
further infor med that
they are planning to
launch legal awareness
campaign in rural areas
of Chhattisgarh.
She also hailed the
works being done by the
Chairperson of State
Women’s Commission
Dr Kiranmayi Nayak in
the state and added that
Women’s Commission is
doing good work and is
very much active.

Both Congress-BJP claim credit over
inclusion of Binjhia community in ST list

Singh,
Assistant
Professor, NIT Raipur.
The Seminar will throw
light on some of the most
crucial objectives like
Women with disabilities
and their differential
treatment, Socio-cultural
and economic factors influencing
treatment
meted out to women with
disabilities, Intrinsic and
extrinsic rights of women
with disabilities, Social
Justice and empowerment, and many others.
The seminar aims to promote women’s rights for
inclusive socio-economic
development in any society and leverage the
Millennium Development
goals of the United
Nations on promoting
gender equality and empowerment of women,
with special emphasis on
women with disabilities.
Cultural activities will be
conducted by deaf, dumb
and blind children. Along
with this an exhibition
will be showcased of the
ink creations.

Governor met delegates participating
National Tribal Conference

Raipur, Sep 14:
A courtesy call on
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey, at Raj Bhavan on
Wednesday, under the
leadership of Mr. Vikram
Parte, by the delegates and
artists who came to attend
the
National
Tribal
Conference. The delega-

tion thanked the Governor
for her presence in the
conference. On this occasion, the delegates from
different states informed
the Governor about the social, cultural customs and
lifestyle of their state.
They
felicitated
the
Governor with ‘Gamcha’
and ‘Shriphal’.

compared to the domestic
coal is about 4-6 times
higher and therefore the
cost of production from
imported coal goes up.
More than 40% hike
in last 3 months:
From
January
to
March, the cost of power
cess on the power purchased from NTP by
Chhattisgarh was Rs 1.97
per unit and the same
from June to Aug went
upto Rs 2.78 per unit. In
this way there is 40% hike
so far. With rise in the
power generation cost,
NTPC has to make an additional payment of Rs
120 crore per month. It is
notable here that around
40% of total demand of
power in the state is metup by NTPC in the state
and due to which VCA of
30 Paisa per unit is being
charged to the power consumers in the state.

Power worth Rs 610 cr
purchased this month:
With new policy of the
central government, the
priority of NTPC has
changed. As compared to
Thermal Power Plant in
Korba of Chhattisgarh,
more priority is being
given to use of imported
coal in non-pit-head
plants
at
Moda,
Khargone, Gadarwara,
Solapur and others. MD
Chhattsigarh State Power
Distribution Company
MD Manoj Khare informed that about one or
two months back the cost
of power purchase from
NTPC used to come to
around Rs 400-450 cr per
month. But this month it
has come to Rs 610 crore
and behind this imported
coal is the main reason.
In addition to this there
are some other reasons
due to which the cost of
power generation has
gone up. It is notable
here that Chhattisgarh
has got many coal mines
and it supplies coal to
other thermal plants in
the country.

Janata
Party
(BJP)
on
Wednesday claimed that the
decision of Union Cabinet to
include various caste of
Chhattisgarh in the Scheduled
Tribe list would benefit nearly
20
lakh
tribals
from
Chhattisgarh.
In a statement issued here, the
BJP leader Mahesh Gagda said
that the 12 caste communities
which were denied the benefits
and facilities due to word errs
would now get their rights
which the approval from Modi
government at Centre. He further said that several attempts
were made by the BJP leaders
including former Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh to sort out the

anomalies in the word error.
With the above approval, now
these tribals would be able to
get the deserved rights in the
field of education and government job. Senior BJP leaders
Nand Kumar Sai, Ramvichar
Netam and Kedar Kashyap too
have expressed their pleasure
over the decision and have
extended gratitude towards
the Modi government.
With Legislative Assembly
polls next year, both the main
political parties want to take
political mileage as nearly 20
lakh tribals would be benefitted from the above decision of
Centre which had been pending for nearly 15 years.

State level project construction
and implementation
committee meeting concludes

Raipur, Sep 14:
The meeting of the
Project Construction and
Implementation
Committee
of
the
Planning Department
was held under the chairmanship
of
Chief
Secretary, Amitabh Jain
on
Wednesday
at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan. Various new resolutions
of
Urban
Administration
and
Development and Public
Works Department were
passed in the meeting.
The Principal Secretary,
Planning and Economic
Statistics Department,
Gaurav Dwivedi was also
present in the meeting. In
the meeting of the State
Level
Project
Construction
and

Implementation
Committee, the proposal
of
the
Urban
Administration
and
Development Department
was approved for a sewerage treatment plant to be
constructed at a cost of
about 58 crores under the
area
of
Municipal
Corporation
Korba.
Similarly, the proposal for
construction of sewerage
treatment plant costing
Rs 64 crore was approved
under the municipal area
of Durg district.
Two proposals of the
Public Works Department
were approved in the
meeting. This includes
the
widening
and
strengthening work of 46
km road in Antargarh
state road of Narayanpur
district.

BoB, Regional Office, Raipur organises Hindi Day celebrations
Raipur, Sep 14:
On the occasion of
Hindi Day - 2022, Hindi
Day Celebration was organised on September 14
at Bank of Baroda (BoB),
Regional Office, Raipur.
The function was
presided over by Amit
Banerjee,
Regional
Head, Raipur. The program started with the
reading of Hindi Divas
messages of Amit Shah,
Union Home Minister of
India
and
Sanjeev
Chadda,
Managing
Director
and
Chief
Executive Officer of
Bank of Baroda.
It was informed by the
Official
Language
Officer that Bank of
Baroda has received the
first prize for the year
2021-22
under
the
‘Rajbhasha
Kirti
Puraskar’ scheme, the
highest award of the
Gover nment of India,
for the best work in the
field of official language
implementation. Along
with this, Town Official
L a n g u a g e
Implementation
Committee
(Bank),

Sao on three-day
Bilaspur visit
Raipur, Sept 14:
Newly-appointed
C h h at t i s g a r h
Bharatiya
Janata
Party (BJP) President
Arun Sao would be on
three-day extensive
tour to Bilaspur from
September 15 to 17.
According to the infor mation received,
the BJP President
Sao would be addressing the party
workers at Gaurela
Gandhi Chowk on
day one whereas he
would be meeting the
party workers at
Marwahi before embarking
on
Manendragarh
District to interact
with party rank and
file.

Vadodara, working in coordination with Bank of
Baroda, has also received the second prize.

The Official Language
Officer also infor med
that the prize distribution for the Hindi

Extempore Competition
organised earlier for the
students of Pandit Ravi
Shankar
Shukla
University, Raipur, on
the occasion of the
Hindi Day function organized
in
the
University campus by
Bank of Baroda, Raipur
Region in the presence
RSU Vice Chancellor, Dr.
Keshari Lal.
During the Hindi
month, various Hindi
competitions, official
language
seminars,
Hindi workshop
are
being organized for the
staff members in the region.
Prize distribution ceremony for all competitions will be organised
on the occasion of the
conclusion of Hindi
month. In this sequence,
Hindi PPT competition
was organized for the
staff members.
The program ended
with the vote of thanks
given by Mr. Abhishek
Bharti, Deputy Regional
Manager. The staff members of the regional office were present on this
occasion.

NAVRATRI FESTIVAL

Preparations for Navratri festival starts with pandal.
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CM inaugurates and laid the foundation stone for
various development works worth Rs 205 crore
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 14: During
the second phase of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone
for 13 different development works worth Rs
205.14 crore in Kharsia assembly constituency of
Raigarh district today.
This includes inauguration of 8 works built at a
cost of Rs 19.19 crore and
the foundation stone laying ceremony of 5 works to
be constructed at a cost of
Rs 185.95 crore.
The works inaugurated
by Chief Minister Baghel
during the programme include two road construction
works
by
Chhattisgarh Rural Road
Development Agency at a
cost of Rs 11.33 crore,
strengthening of TurekelaHalahuli road by Public
Works Department at a
cost of Rs 5.88 crore, construction of high school
building in Barbhauna by
Education Department at a

CM laid the foundation
stone for the construction
of a high school building
by the Public Works
Department at Chhote
Mudpar of Kharsia at a
cost of Rs 75 lakh, construction of Railway Over
Bridge and Railway Under
Bridge by the Public
Works
Department
(Bridge) at a cost of Rs
64.95 crore, and 36 works
under
retrofitting
schemes, 129 under single

The first civil hospital in the state that will provide a blood bank facility
Raipur: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel inaugurated the blood bank division of the civil hospital
Kahrsiya. The civil hospital Kharsiya will be the first civil hospital in the state where the facility
of a blood bank is being provided. Baghel also launched the ultra-modern Hamar Lab here. Here,
people will receive facilities like CBC, HB 1C, electronic ESR, biochemistry, urine analyzer, T.B.
test, etc. in the local civil hospital. During the launch of the blood bank, CM met the children
and parents from the Nutritional Rehabilitation Center. He received information about the care
and well-being of the children in the Nutritional Rehabilitation Center. The parents said that
their children receive proper care here. During this occasion, the Chief Minister also provided a
nutritional diet to the children.

cost of Rs 75 lakh, Hamar
Lab and Blood Bank by
Public Health and Family
Welfare Department at a
cost of Rs 91 lakh, construction of a new building
in
Mura
for

Board of Trade should be
made effective bridge
between traders & Govt: CAIT
Raipur, Sep 14:
CAIT National Senior Vice
President Amar Parwani, chairman Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani,
State
President,
Jitendra Doshi, States Working
President, Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu Makhija,
State
General
Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State Working
General Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay Agrawal
and state media incharge
Sanjay Choubey informed that
the meeting of newly constituted Board of Trade held today at
New Delhi has set the target of
strengthening Brand India
across the globe as per the
vision of Government and the
trading community under the
umbrella of the Confederation
of All India Traders ( CAIT) will
join hands with the government
in boosting export of Make in
India products- said CAIT. CAIT
who is also a member of the

Board of Trade. He strongly said
that Board of trade should be
made an effective bridge
between stakeholders & the
Government.
CAIT National Senior Vice
President Mr. Amar Parwani
and
State President Mr.
Jitendra Doshi While attending
the meeting, CAIT said that
Commerce Ministry proposal of
setting up of a Trade Promotion
Body for export promotion will
prove to be a major milestone in
encouraging more exports of
Indian goods to global markets.
The proposal of TPB for creating Special Zones, Export
Oriented Units, Marketplace,
strengthening trade negotiations, proper and optimum
usage of FTAs, providing data
Analytics
and
identifying
emerging opportunities and
risks will certainly empower the
Indian trade & small industries
to play a major role in India’s
exports.

Government Ayurveda
dispensary at a cost of Rs
16 lakh by the Department
of Ayurved and construction of a new building in
Halahuli for Homeopathy
dispensary. Similarly, the

Jagdalpur, Sep 14: Bastar
district’s SP Jitendra
Singh Meena said that the
economy of the Naxalites
has almost been destroyed
by continuously catching
cases of smuggling of
ganja. Police recovered
ganja worth more than Rs
7 crore in two and a half
years and put more than
300 smugglers behind the
bars. He said that success
has been achieved in curbing the huge income of
Naxalites.
Mr. Meena informed
that 163 cases of Ganja
have been registered in
two and a half years. In
which Nagarnar police is
at the forefront in taking
action against ganja smugglers, as a total of 72 cases
have been registered here.
Bastar district SP
Jitendra Singh Meena
said that the information
system is an important

On occasion of Ozone Layer Protection Day on Sep 16
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board is organising
speech and poster competition for school and college level students on the
occasion of International
Ozone Layer Protection
Day on September 16th.
The objective of the program is to create awareness about ozone layer
protection.
This competition will
start from 09.30 am at
New Rest House Civil
Lines Raipur. The competition is being organised
at Middle School, Higher
Secondary School and
College level. The theme
of the speech contest is
“35 Years of Montreal
Protocol
Global
Cooperation to Protect

Life on Earth”. Speech
competition has been
kept in both Hindi and
English medium. Each
participant will be given
05 minutes. Similarly, the
theme of the poster competition - protection of
the ozone layer, protection of the earth, self-protection, the competition
will be of 01.30 hours, in
which the drawing seats
will be provided to the
participants by the
board. In the competition, winners will be
given Rs 2500 for getting
first prize, Rs 2000 for second place, Rs 1000 for
third place and two consolation prizes of Rs 500
each. The winners will
be rewarded in the main
program organised on
the same day at 2.30 pm.
Professor Department of

Earth
and
Environmental Science,
Head Center for Science
and
Society
Indian
Institute of
Science
Education and Research,
Bhopal
Dr.
Ramaya
Sundar Raman will be
present in the program as
keynote speaker.
Member Secretary of
the Board, R.P. Tiwari
said that the main objective of these competitions is to promote awareness about the protection
of the ozone layer.
In order to protect and
preserve the ozone layer
in the atmosphere, students have to understand
the importance of restoring it by being united at
the global level, as well as
to bring awareness about
environmental protection.

 By recovering
ganja worth 7 cr
link in stopping smuggling of drugs including
ganja smugglers. He said
that by strengthening the
information system, great
success has been achieved
in cracking down on ganja
smugglers. Giving information about the action
taken against ganja smug-

Chief
Minister
Bhupesh
Baghel
on
Tuesday inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone
of 16 different development work worth Rs 373.70

Surajpur,
Sep
14:
Bhaiathan
Road
Mandirpara
resident
Vishal Soni cracked NEET
exam without any coaching and secured 596 marks
to obtain 22561 rank on All
India basis. He said, he
studied self at home without any coaching and took
help of You Tube video in
course of his preparation.
Vishal added, that he
wanted to prove that if one
has determination and
ready to do hard work can
crack any examination.
He dedicates his success to
parents, teachers and both
sisters. Vishal cleared his
Class XII from Global
Public School and cracked
NEET in his first attempt.

Today, Him Shikhar Gupt,
Special
Secretary
of
Cooperative
Department,
took a joint meeting of the
officers of Apex Bank and
District Co-operative Bank
and reviewed the banking
activities in detail including
short-term agricultural loans
provided to farmers without
interest in the state.
The Special Secretary
directed the officers of the
cooperative bank to provide
maximum loans to the farmers engaged in horticulture,
and other crops besides
paddy as per the intention of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, so that it helps in promoting crop diversification in
the state.
He directed the co-operative bank officials to focus on
disbursing 40 to 60 per cent of
the deposited capital as a
loan as well as other secured
loans for the financial efficiency of the banks so that
banks can have benefits. The
Managing Director of Apex

 For horticulture
crops
 Loan disbursement
of up to 40 to 60% of
the deposited capital is necessary for
financial efficiency
 All co-operative
bank branches to
have ATM facilities
by March 2023
 Start mobile
banking in remote
and forested areas
Bank, all Joint Registrars, officers of the Registrar’s Office,
Deputy
Registrar
of
Cooperative
Banks
Headquarters and all Chief
Executive Officers were present in the meeting.
In the meeting, Special
Secretary Gupta also directed
the officers of Apex Bank to
set bank-wise targets for providing short-term agricultural
loans. He said that in Bastar

foundation stone laying
ceremony of 7 works
worth Rs 284.94 cr.
The 9 development projects which were inaugurated during the Chief
Minister’s programme
today include four of

glers in 30 months, it was
informed that after registering 163 cases of ganja in
various police stations,
Ganja worth more than 7
crore 10 lakhs was recovered, more than 300 ganja
smugglers have been sent
to lockup.
In the year 2020, 58 cases
of ganja were registered
in which Rs 3.15 cr was recovered; in the year 2021,
55 cases were registered in
which Rs 2.67 cr was recovered and from January
2022 to August 31, action
has been taken to seize
ganja worth 1.28 cr thousand by registering 55
cases.
SP Meena said that
ganja is cultivated on a
large
scale
in
the
Malkangiri area of ??the
border state of Orissa.
Naxalites earn huge
money from smuggling
ganja. Ganja has been

transported by smugglers
to cities and towns of
other states outside
Chhattisgarh via Bastar
through
National
Highways and forests.
Bastar Police has got a big
success in stopping drug
smuggling. Luxury vehicles worth lakhs have also
been seized from ganja
smugglers. SP Mr. Meena
informed that the campaign will continue to nab
people involved in smuggling of ganja smugglers
along with other drugs.
Special instructions have
been given to all the police
stations to stop the purchase, sale and transport
of narcotics.
Along with smuggling
ganja, action has been
taken against drug dealers, including tablets, capsules, banned syrups and
other intoxicants, he
added.

and
Surguja
divisions,
announcements have been
made by the Chief Minister to
extend the benefits of banking facilities to the farmers in
remote areas. He said that
along with the co-operative
banks of Bastar and Surguja
divisions, other banks should
also set up ATMs and complete the installation process
in their headquarters, district
and Nagar panchayat on a priority basis till March 2023. He
also directed to start mobile
banking services to strengthen the credit system in
remote areas.
In the meeting, instructions were given to all cooperative banks to replace the old
debit cards and to provide
new cards to the farmers of
remote areas. The Special
Secretary said that micro
ATMs are a convenient option
for remote areas, whose publicity is necessary. He clearly
stated in the meeting that in
case of penalty to banks due
to KYC, the Chief Executive
Officer of the concerned bank
would be responsible.

of resources in rural areas’

 This scheme became
a boon for Laxmani
Rathia who bought a
Computer for her
children with the
dividend earned from
vermi compost manure*
Raipur, Sep 14:
A glimpse of how
Godhan Nyay Yojana is
changing the lives of people was seen in the Bhent
Mulaqat Campaign in
Kharsia of Raigarh. A
wave of prosperity prevails among the Women
self-help groups involved
in making and selling vermicompost manure by
purchasing cow dung
through
Gauthans.
Laxmani Rathia, a resident of Jobi village in
Kharsia, is also associated

 Have become
cause of trouble
for residents
Jagdalpur, Sep 14:
The terror of stray
dogs is increasing everyday in the corporation
area. Group of stray dogs
are attacking passers-by
at different intersections.
Every day, on an average,
10 people are reaching
the hospital for anti-rabies injections after dog
bites. It is well known
that the breeding season
of dogs is during the
rainy season, during this
time stray dogs are more
aggressive, and can be
seen roaming in groups
from place to place. On
Monday night, due to the
sudden appearance of
such a group of dogs,

 In Lailunga

cr under Lailunga assembly
constituency
in
Raigarh district during
his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’. This includes
the inauguration of 9
works constructed at a
cost of Rs 88.76 cr and the

Raipur, Sep 14:

with Godhan Nyay Yojna
through the Ujala Mahila
Self-Help Group. This
group sold about 600 quintals of vermi compost and
earned a dividend of Rs. 2
lakh 15 thousand. With her
dividend,Laxmani Rathia
bought computers for her
children so that they could
expand their knowledge
and attain modern education. Obstacles of resources in rural areas
have been removed for numerous families with the
help of Godhan Nyay
Yojna. The scheme has
proved to be a boon for the
children of laxmani,namely yatindra who is a student of class 10th and
Bhavna studying in class
12th and they have
thanked
the
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
for this initiative.

Terror of stray dogs increases in the city

CM inaugurates and laid stone for devp works worth Rs 373 cr

Raipur, Sep 14:

Co-op banks should give
maximum loans to farmers

Big income of Naxalites was curbed: SP JS Meena ‘GNY helping remove obstacles

Speech and poster competition to be organised
Raipur, Sep 14:

village scheme and 01
under the solar scheme in
Kharsia, Raigarh and
Pusaur by the Public
Health
Engineering
Department at a cost of Rs
120.25 crore.

Vishal cracks
NEET without
coaching

Chhattisgarh Rural Road
Development
Agency
worth Rs 30.48 cr, two of
Public Works Department
worth Rs 52.03 cr, construction of a bridge over
Koldega Nala between
Bijna to Hamirpur in
Raigarh district at a cost
of Rs 4.95 cr by Public
Works
Department
(Bridge) and two of Forest
Department worth Rs Rs
1.31 cr.
Besides, Chief Minister
laid the foundation stone
of 4 works of road and
bridge construction by
Public Works Department
at a cost of Rs 21.13 cr and
3 retrofitting, single village and the solar scheme
work by Public Health
Engineering Department
at a cost of Rs 263.81 cr.

Prakash Jha got trapped
between them near the
Mayor’s residence. The
dogs could not bite him
but he fell down from the
motorcycle and got injured. After this he was
taken to the hospital.
Similarly, Pathraguda, a
resident of Mohammad
Sarfaraz, informed that,
when he returns home
from his medical store

late at night, he had to
face dog attacks almost
every
day.
The
Corporation does not
have any specific plan to
control the increasing
number of dogs in the
city, due to which the people have to bear the
brunt. Dogs running behind motorcycles and
cars can be easily seen at
night. Drivers are becom-

ing victims of accidents
due to the sudden chasing
of dogs. There is a group
of two to four dogs in
every square and locality
in the city and during
this breeding period, due
to the mutual fighting of
dogs, the traffic is getting
disrupted, as well as the
common people are
falling prey to this fight
and dog bites cases are on

the rise. After the ban on
killing dogs, their population has witnessed a sudden jump. Although the
dog sterilization scheme
was implemented to control their population after
the ban on killing dogs,
but this plan has died in
the files.
There is no action plan
to control the dog population. The city dwellers
are facing the terror of
dogs these days, and people have become troubled
by the attacks of dogs in
the night movement.
Corporation and district
administration should
take cognizance in this
matter. How long will the
possibility of a major accident can be ignored, is
what the Municipal authorities should clarify
and sort out before it gets
late!

Health department team reach far-flung
villages for Covid-19 vaccination
 Wade thru swollen
rivers, walked in
muddy conditions
to reach back to
their destination
Raipur, Sep 14:
The health department
team in Chhattisgarh is
going the extra mile to
conduct Covid-19 vaccination in inaccessible and
far-flung villages, even in
extreme conditions. The
team crossed three rivers
to conduct vaccination in
Lingapur, Nela Kanker,
and Marudbaka villages
falling
under
the
Marudbaka sub-health
center of the Bijapur district. On their way back,

the water level of these
three rivers including
Rala Vagu, Ilka, and
Konga Vagu was on a rise
due to sudden rains.
However, the team crossed
swollen rivers with the
help of villagers to reach
back to their destination.
The distance between
Community Health Center

Usur to Sub Health Center
Marudbaka is about 30
kms. There are nine dependent villages under
Marudbaka Sub Health
Center. All these villages
are on the other side of the
river and come under sensitive areas. The distance
of most of these villages
from Usur Community

Health Center is 30-35 km.
Besides, the two villages
are about 50 km apart.
The health department
team included Rural
Health Officer (RHO) Mrs.
Jyoti Sidar, Mrs. Nagmani
Chilmul, Mr. Ramesh
Gaddem, and teacher Mr.
Anand Rao Yalam.
The water level of the
two rivers was knee-deep.
The team faced great difficulty in crossing Konga
Vagu due to the chest-deep
water level.
After waiting for some
time, the team sent information about the water
level in the river to the villagers through nearby people. Following this, the
team crossed the swelling
river safely with the help
of villagers.
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District Hosp is a boon for the Grand Chunari Yatra
to be organized
thousands of needy people
Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News
Bijapur, Sep 14: Bijapur is
now emerging from the bite
of the backward district.
The living example of
which is to be the topper in
the district hospital rejuvenation scheme. Facility of
high-level treatment and
surgery has started being
available
in
District
Hospital Bijapur. This is the
reason that the trust of the
remote patients of the district has increased on the
district hospital.
Patients from Telangana
and Maharastra, the border states of Chhattisgarh,
are coming to the district
hospital to take advantage
of the surgery. Civil
Surgeon Dr.Abhay Tomar

said that free of cost service is being provided to the
patients on the instructions of the District
Collector with the availability of better surgery,
medicine and doctors.
Due to the facilities
available in the district
hospital, the number of patients in OPD is increasing
day by day. In the last 1
week, about 3000 patients
have been treated here.

Testing is also being done
rapidly in Hummer Lab.
Hub and spoke model has
been started in Hummer
lab whereby block level
samples are examined and
reports are given. From
2019 to September 2022,
5720 surgeries have been
done for various diseases.
In which major surgery
3551, 969 of C section and
cataract related operations
of 1200 eyes have been

done. The entire team of
surgeons, doctors and
health workers is engaged
in the service of the public
with diligence and service.
Bijapur MLA Vikram Shah
Mandavi said that the entire team of District
Hospital Bijapur is dedicated and serves.
As a result, all the districts of the state have got
the first position under the
Kayakalp scheme. Due to

Immersion tableau’s of Lord
Ganesh attracts devotees
Central Chronicle News
Kharora, Sep 14: The
tableau
of
Shri
S i d d h i v i n a y a k
Ganeshotsav Samiti was
the center of attraction
among the tableaux taken
out in the city on Saturday
night, which drew a lot of
devotees participating in
the immersion event.
15 artists from Haryana
presented the tableau here,
in the guise of Aghori, and
the artists showed scenes
from various events of life,
in which it was told that
the person who does the
deeds gets the same results.
The process of immersion continued from late
Saturday evening and
small and big idols were
immersed; meanwhile a
crane was also installed for

the big idols, while the
smaller idols were immersed by the devotees
themselves. Security was
tight and the police department took charge underway.
A total of 17 tableaux
were taken out by
Ganeshotsav committees,
in which Tadka slaughter,

narrating Ram story by
Luv-Kush, Shivaji's procession, Balganesh feeding
laddus to child Krishna,
eating Shabari's berry by
Shri Ram, saving Sita Mata
by Lakshmanji drawing
Lakshman Rekha and
many more.
Prizes will be awarded to
the best tableaux and deco-

rations and first, second
and third tableaux will be
given On this occasion,
Nagar
Panchayat
President Anil Soni, Raja
Bhatia, Sachin Agarwal,
Bhavneshwar
Sardhi,
Sanjay Sen and others welcomed by showering flowers on the passing
tableaux.

the promptness of the district administration and
the health team, patients
from bordering Telangana
and Maharashtra are also
coming here to take advantage of the treatment. It is
the result of the far-reaching thinking of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
that the district hospital of
Bijaput is constantly
touching new dimensions
in the field of health.

Ahiwara, Sep 14: A grand
Chunari Yatra is to be organized, in the city under the banner of Bhakti Manch, and in
the special attraction, Chunari
will be of 40 meters. The famous Gauri Kripa Group of
Dhumal Durg and Varanasi
(Uttar Pradesh) will have an
enchanting presentation of
Aghori Baba and grand fireworks at Ahiwara bus stand
and Jas Geet presentation by
Jai Santoshi Mahila Manas
Mandali, Jas-geet Ahiwara.
In the meeting, Committee
President Rahul Chandel told
that this time the worship of
Chunari Bhagwati Shivram
will be taken out on 28th
September 2022 at 04 PM,
from Nandini Nagar Township
Market, Ambedkar Chowk,
Birthday Park, Ahiwara

Railway Tiraha, Ahiwara Bus
Stand, and Chunari will be offered at Atal Chowk, Santoshi
Temple and last night at 10:00
Ahiwara Sheetla Temple.
In the said Yatra, devotees
will come from nearby rural
areas including Ahiwara
area, in which about three to
five thousand number of
devotees will be present. In
the said meeting, District

Vice President Sahil Khan,
State President Yuva Shakti
Bhaddi Joshi Samaj Gaind
Lal Joshi, Shivsen Chief
Ahiwara Yogesh Sahu, Kirti
Sahu Monu, Khuman Sahu
(Ramradhe
Printers),
Shivshankar Kaspay, Ramji
Nirmalkar, Sukrit Sahu,
Lokesh Sendre, Aditya Yadav
Shivkumar Verma were
present.

Jogi Congress submits memorandum
Central Chronicle News
Gaurela-PendraMarwahi, Sep 14: Jogi
Congress workers submitted a memorandum to the
collector in the name of
the Chief Minister for implementation on the announcements made in the
district and redressal of
other problems.
The activists of Jogi
Congress have submitted a
memorandum in the name
of
Chief
Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to District
Collector Richa Prakash
Chaudhary demanding implementation of the announcements made in the
district and redressal of
other problems.
The activist demanded
that announcement was
made to make Marwahi
Gram Panchayat as Nagar
Panchayat,and that should
be done with prority. They

also demanded the establishment of Horticulture
College in the district,
while also alleging that
there is also loss of revenue due to non-receipt of
sand royalty to the government. Illegal recovery is
also being done from sand
transporters by the em-

ployees of many departments
from
Gram
Panchayat to Government,
due to which the users
have to pay high price of
sand.
On this occasion, mainly
Ram Niwas Tiwari, Jogi
Congress Chhattisgarh J's
District President City

Ashok Nagaich, District
President
Rural
Ramashankar
Rai,
Omprakash Jaiswal, MLA
Representative
Kota
Ganesh Jaiswal, Nirman
Jaiswal, Santosh Sahu,
Umesh Aggarwal, Vinay
Choubey and others were
present.

Students of CCHSS Literacy seminar and rally
Three from R’gaon get
take out rally
berth in new body of BJP
organized under ILW
Central Chronicle News

Madhusudhan made BJP’s State V-P; Bharat Verma gets Pichada Varg
Central Chronicle News
Rajnandgaon, Sep 14:
There has been massive
reshuffle in the BJP's state
working committee and in
this
BJP's
District
President Rajnandgaon
Madhusudhan Yadav has
been appointed as the V-P
of State BJP and Bharat
Verma has been handed
over the charge of BJP
Pichada Varg. On the other
hand, Neelu Sharma has
been appointed as the
Spokesman once again.
There are lots of changes
taking place in the BJP
state body and first it was
the BJP State President

Q

and then the Leader of
Opposition in VS was
change. The reshuffle in
the state's working committee also did not halted here
and the BJP newly appointed State President Arun
Sao with consent from the
party's top leadership has
declared the new working
committee of BJP in the
state with post of state of-

Fire breaks out in
Kamla Agro Ltd

fice bearers, Morcha presidents, social media and IT
cell conveners, state
spokesman, and others.
Under this three appointments have been made
from Rajnandgaon district
and
this
included
Madhusudan Yadav, Neelu
Sharma and Bharat Verma
getting berth in the new
body of BJP.

Central Chronicle News
Dongargarh, Sep 14: It was
on Monday morning at 5:00
am that fire broke out in
Kamla Agro Limited, located
on Lal Bahadur Nagar to
Chichola road and there are
reports of loss worth 1.50 cr
and above due to this fire incident. Director Kamla Agro
Santosh Agrawal, S/o
Nandkishore Agrawal informed that they got infor-

mation about the new of fire
breaking out in the plant at
5:00 pm, actually at 8:00 am
and by this time it has already assumed proportions
and total of four fire-fighting
machines were deployed and
they gained control on fire in
about 9 hours at a stretch.
The paddy, gunny bags, tinshed in the Agro Plant has
been gutted in fire and the
reasons for the fire breaking
out are still unknown.

Central Chronicle News
Kharora, Sep 14: The
teachers and students of
Century Cement HS
School
(CCHSS)
in
Baikunth started the
'Literacy Week' by taking
out small rally from
School
premises
to
Century labour colony.
During the rally the stu-

dents raised slogans in
favour of 'Saksharta
Abhiyan' and passed on
the message of literacy to
all present. This rally was
led by Avdhesh Pandey
and other teachers also ensured their presence. On
conclusion of the rally, the
Principal extended greetings to all and directed to
celebrate the Literacy
week with new thoughts
and highlighted upon the
same and expressed gratitude towards all.

Police conduct night patrolling in bike
Q

Under visible policing

Central Chronicle News

 Likely loss worth
Rs 1.50 cr expected
 Four fire-fighting
teams gained
control in 9 hrs

On occasion of
Literacy Week

Koriya, Sep 14: Under
Literacy
Mission
Authority, International
Literacy Week (ILW) was
celebrated as per the instructions of Secretariat
State Literacy Mission
Authority, on the occasion
of International Literacy
Day on 8th September,
under the guidance of
Collector
Kuldeep
Sharma.
A literacy rally was organized in all the educational institutions of the
district and in the literacy
rally, students of colleges,
high and higher secondary schools of the district
participated in large num-

bers and the citizens were
made aware of literacy
while visiting the city with
literacy banners, placards
of literacy slogans.
It is noteworthy that
Literacy Week is being organized from 8 to 14
September
under
International Literacy
Day, under which people
are being made aware of
literacy by organizing
various activities. In
this
episode,
on
September
9,
in
Government
High
School, Baikunthpur a
seminar program on
Navbharat literacy was
organized in the school.
During this, the principals, lecturers, teach-

Dhamtari, Sep 14: To
bring an effective break
on increasing crimes and
to ensure law & order
and peace, strict instructions have been given to
carry out visible policing. In this context,
under guidance of Addl.
SP Nivedita Pal and
under leadership of DSP
(Traffic) Manishankar
Chandra and Traffic inCharge, patrolling of city
was done from Makai
Chow to different parts
of the city, by a team of
policemen on their bikes.
It is in order to ensure
peace and less of crime
in the city, the District
Police Force conducts
bike patrolling from
time-to-time.
Under leadership of
DSP
Traffic
Manishankar Chandra,
Traffic in -Charge K Dev
Raju, all the police officers and employees took

out bike rally from
Makai
chowk
to
Golebazar,
Kutchery
Chowk, Sadar Bazar
andthen reached upto
Vindhyavasini Temple.
During this DSP M
Chandra, Traffic inCharge K. Dev Raju, traffic police force and large
number of police officers
and employees were
present.

ers of various schools,
while acquainting them
with the various dimensions of literacy, were discussed in relation to making the Navbharat literacy
program successful, connecting the literate to the
literacy program and
telling them the needs of
literacy widely.
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RAIN IN LUCKNOW
C E N T R A L

Chronicle

There was a very common saying in the past to
encourage the youths to
join the navy, the Royal
Navy in particular, which
goes like, 'Jojn the Army
and see the world'. In fact, it
was really so because at
that time it was the Royal
Navy which was ruling the
seven seas. Very interestingly, going by the present
trends in states ruled by
Arvind
Kejriwal
and
Mamata didi in Delhi and
West Bengal respectively,
one would like to modify the
old saying as 'Join politics
and loot the nation'.
Dr Ashim Chowdhury
Guwahati

Science, technology,
research and innovation
t can well be imagined if this country after getting independence would have not opted for adopting a policy of
Ipromoting
and encouraging science and building of academ-

Holistic approach
to mental health
Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakomma
he global deterioration in mental health is one of the
major challenges noted in the most current Human
T
Development Report 2021–2022, which was recently released
by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
The Covid-19 outbreak has resulted in a global tsunami of
mental health problems, and has worsened pre-existing illnesses, triggered new occurrences of mental illness, or made
the global mental health crisis worse. Mental health issues
are one of the oldest problems in India.The World Health
Organization (WHO) estimates that 15% of the global burden
of mental illness is borne by India. However, the effects of
the corona pandemic and the increasing awareness of the
younger generation have dramatically altered people's life.
India's diminishing mental health will surely have an impact
on the country's social and economic well-being in the years
to come, even though it might not be obvious right immediately. The WHO estimated that between 2012 and 2030, the
economic cost of mental health issues would be $1.03 trillion
in India alone. Mental health should be given similar importance as given to physical health. Lack of education and
awareness, self-diagnosis, and stigmatization all contribute
to the increased difficulties in treating mental health issues.Mental health literacy is the initial step in any intervention for mental illness. The notion that mental health merely
refers to the absence of mental illness must be
dispelled.There is still more to be done, even though the
Central Government established a helpline in 2020 to offer
mental health support.Mental health awareness is an important social movement to both improve understanding and increase access to healthcare.It’s our collective responsibility
to educate the community at large about mental health issues as well as provide resources. Comprehensive approaches are required, according to research, to achieve mental
health and wellbeing.
Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by
e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

TO THE EDITOR

Looting the nation

Since 1974 Volume 10 No. 167

ic institutions, universities, hospitals, laboratories, knowing
about latest in medicine, space and related issues and not preferring to treading the path leading to advancement, we could
have remained economically much backward and probably
depending on other countries for most of our even daily
needs. With that mindset and political will, India gradually
took steps, even if smaller ones but in planned way, that resulted in this country moving forward in the fields of science
and technology. It also has got to be admitted that our neighbour China took big leaps in this direction that resulted in it
becoming an economic power, for which of course much depends also upon the type of political system prevailing there
and the system of running Governments. We are, however,
fast reaching the levels of competing with that country with a
determination in outpacing it in many fields leading to developmental process including manufacturing and claiming
more share in international markets. The fact, however, remains unchallenged that departure from inertial system,
bringing in reforms, promoting innovations, preferring fast
changes, adopting of latest technologies, research and broader knowledge about intricacies of science alone can lead to
progress and prosperity besides addressing numerous emerging problems. Reforms and bringing in changes as also shifting or switching over to latest technologies often are initially
met with some type of resistance, reluctance and even negations but that being a part of the process or the system is
bound to wane and get over in due course. The emphasis also
has to be on optimum utilization of the existing infrastructure while at the same time, provisions for establishing more
of those institutions which promote advancement in any of
the fields of science must be the priorities both in urban and
in rural areas. Stress on performance and innovations, therefore, are surekeys of success and that is why India’s ranking
in Global Innovation Index has considerably improved over
the last few years. Should we not, therefore, assess as to where
do we actually stand in the fields of science and technology
and how many of our policies both at the centre and in
States/ UTs whole heartedly take to promoting innovations,
research and adopting the available latest. The assessment
can reveal that we can both be proud of our achievements as
well as feel that much could be done in a short time to reserve
a niche in the global portal as a centre of research and innovation. Needless to add, even in small enterprises and that
also in rural areas, we come across how enterprising persons
with an innovative bent of mind and doing something different from the average, they make headlines in papers and even
are mentioned by the Prime Minister in his monthly “Mann
Ki Baat’. In other words, even at minute micro levels, innovation and some measure of research result in generating inspiration for others hence innovative mindset starts ruling the
roost. That denotes that research in science and latest technologies can be taken even up to core local levels too no matter in what magnitude. Potential is there in abundance, identifying and harnessing are required. The most encouraging
part is that there exists an increasing inclination and a zest
for science and innovations in the present generation of this
country. Why should, therefore, this country be not proud of
its scientists in every field and celebrate their achievements
instead of at times making them and their works suffer due to
political and bureaucratic highhandedness? If western countries have always been many steps ahead in science and technology, it is largely because of preferring heavy investments
in these vital fields especially in research. We have, however,
been seeing a significant change for the last few years in
Government policies in this regard to promote and expand
the fields of science and technology for the benefit of not only
the common citizens but to showcase our progress internationally. Advancement in these two vital sectors chiefly contribute towards attaining appreciable levels of self reliance.
No wonder, our products even of indigenously made latest
fighter jets like Tejas evoke lot of interest in countries like the
US, Australia, Philippines and others. Once importers of
products from those countries, now as a result of advancement in the twin fields, India is on the threshold of exporting
most of them thanks to the policies of promoting science and
technology in the country.

LETTERS

A path of pride

Pedestrians cross a road during rain in Lucknow, Wednesday, Sept. 14.

Chinese BRI: A success or a failure?
ASAD MIRZA

T

he recent economic upheaval followed by the political disruption in Sri Lanka has
once again made China's Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) the focus of
debate on whether it is beneficial
or insensitive to the participating
countries, besides being a success
or a failure. Chinese President Xi
Jinping launched the BRI with
much fanfare and high promises
and grandiose plans for the participating countries in 2013. It was
considered to be a centrepiece of
the Chinese foreign and trade policy. Basically, the BRI earlier also
referred to, as One Belt One Road
or OBOR for short, is a global infrastructure development strategy to
invest in nearly 150 countries and
international
organizations,
around the globe.
The BRI formed a central component of Xi's 'Major Country
Diplomacy' strategy, which calls
for China to assume a greater
leadership role in global affairs in
accordance with its rising power
and status. As of August, 149
countries were listed as having
signed up for the BRI. Xi originally
announced the strategy as the
'Silk Road Economic Belt' during
an official visit to Kazakhstan in
September 2013, referring to the
proposed overland routes for road
and rail transportation through
landlocked Central Asia along the
famed historical trade routes of
the Western Regions; in addition to
the '21st Century Maritime Silk

Road', referring to the Indo-Pacific
sea routes through Southeast Asia
to South Asia, the Middle East and
Africa. In fact, the BRI was also
considered a grandiose plan to
challenge the American hegemony
over global trade and diplomacy.
However, the recent events in Sri
Lanka, with similar echoes being
heard from Bangladesh, Nepal and
Pakistan have led some China
watchers to conclude that this is
an indicator of the hit that the
Chinese economy has taken during the Covid pandemic and the
BRI appears to be under revaluation with recipient countries wary
of the debt trap and its economic
feasibility.
Let's take a closer look at the
original intent of the BRI, its expansion and its long and shortterm impacts on the aid recipient
countries and whether it has been
a success or a failure and how the
US could have countered it in a
much better manner. In his report
in 2020, Rafiq Dossani, Director,
RAND Centre for Asia Pacific
Policy, opined that China's
strongest motive behind the BRI
was its long-term economic security. The maritime routes of the
BRI would have helped the relatively underdeveloped, landlocked
areas of China such as Yunnan and
Xinjiang provinces by linking them
with ports in the more rapidly
growing areas of Asia. At the same
time, the emerging land routes of
the BRI were marked as an alternative to the South China Sea,
through which most of China's
trade currently passes and which
is becoming a zone of contestation
between the US and China.
Dossani further explained the reasons for the initial welcome of BRI
and opined that traditionally,
many countries prefer to work
with the World Bank and other
multilateral lenders, which provide borrowers with good practices, while making significant
funding available on a meritocrat-

ic rather than political basis.
But, he says further that from a
developing country's viewpoint,
accessing the world's spare capital
has been difficult because of the
risk entailed in many such investments. The Asian Development
Bank estimates that Asian countries face an infrastructure investment gap of $459 billion a year.
This logic also explains the sentiments, which in the initial stages
of the launch of the BRI seemed to
be the main attractive reason for
the BRI projects and Chinese funding. But nine years after its launch,
BRI seems to have lost its sheen,
due to the economic meltdown in
several countries, which borrowed
heavily from China under the garb
of infrastructure development,
progress
and
prosperity.
Bangladesh Finance Minster AHM
Mustafa Kamal has publicly
blamed economically unviable
Chinese BRI projects for exacerbating the economic crisis in Sri
Lanka. He says that developing
countries must think twice about
taking more loans through BRI as
global inflation and slowing
growth add to the strains on indebted emerging markets.
In fact, Bangladesh has made it
clear that it will not accept any further loans but only grants from
Beijing. Nepal has also taken the
same stand. Pakistan with some
$53 billion being spent by Beijing
under the aegis of BRI also faces
the same fate. China has also invested some $44 billion in
Indonesia, $41 billion in Singapore,
$39 billion in Russia, $33 billion in
Saudi Arabia and $30 billion in
Malaysia. The cry against Chinese
BRI is not limited only to the Indian
sub-continent as its reverberations
can be heard in the stalled $4.7 billion railway project in Kenya, also.
Five years since its launch, the
project ends abruptly in an empty
field, 200 miles from its destination in Uganda. As conflicts between the United States and China

appear to mount, some experts
have questioned the intentions of
China's BRI. It has been viewed as
a debt trap for impoverished
states and a means for China to
expand its territorial control, but is
it a reality? Is the US missing an
opportunity to participate in or initiate parallel activities? BRI has
been repeatedly labelled a debt
trap and a power grab, and perhaps this seemed like a possible
scenario. However, this concept
has been debunked by recent research. Deborah Brautigam, director of the China Africa Research
Initiative at Johns Hopkins
University, found no evidence that
Chinese banks over-lend or invest
in loss-making projects to obtain a
foothold in those countries, in one
of her studies on Chinese lending
to Africa.
There is further evidence that
China is not engaging in debt trap
diplomacy. Brautigam has noted
that in some countries the IMF has
been labelled as being vulnerable.
Also, Chinese loans were not responsible for pushing indebted
countries above IMF debt sustainability limits. Furthermore, it
should be noted that not just impoverished nations, but East Asian
and Europe countries have also
been smitten by the BRI. Over 18
European Union countries have
joined the BRI. In fact, rather than
decrying China, the US should engage in infrastructure lending to
poor countries, and/or make it
easier for multilateral banks to
lend for such projects, reducing
bureaucratic requirements. It
should also initiate similar activities in underdeveloped or developing countries. To better its image,
China should improve transparency around BRI deals. The World
Bank and other bodies have also
called for increased transparency.
This would go a long way in improving the US and other countries' understanding of Chinese intentions regarding the BRI.

With the inauguration of
the newly-reconstructed
road
stretching
from
Rastrapati Bhavan to India
Gate, the Rajpath, which
was
also
known
as
Kingsway during the British
rule, is now renamed as
Kartavya Path. Along with
that, a 28-foot high statue of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
has been installed at the
India Gate canopy replacing
the statue of British
Monarch George V. The incident is very historical and
broke the prolonged chain of
slavery. It is important that a
nation should not forget its
glorious past and always respects its heroes who devoted themselves for the country. The installation of
Netaji's statue is a true tribute and shows great respect
for him. The Kartavya Path
always signifies a duty towards public by our representatives. It symbolizes
public ownership and empowerment. Kartavya Path
is always a path of pride for
the people of India.
Gitesh Ch. Aryya Nagaon

Gyanvapi row
It seems that the Varanasi
district court’s decision on
the right to worship at the
Gyanvapi Masjid will lead
to another long-drawn-out
battle, like the Babri Masjid
case. No religion propagates
war, but many wars have
been fought over religion.
All Indians have a right to
practice their chosen religion. But of late, whenever
any signs of a temple are
found under a masjid, a war
of words among religious
radicals is started, which is
then exploited by politicians. These matters are
taken to courts by petitioners from both religions, and
the cases linger on for long.
Both communities must
learn to live and worship in
harmony. In any masjid,
where the remains of a temple are found, both communities should be allowed to
worshnghip in separate
areas, but on the same
premises. In Punjab, there
are many such instances
where both mandirs and
masjids have co-existed
with gurdwaras.
SK Singh, by mail

Ancient skeleton found in Mexico cave
Mark Stevenson
prehistoric human skeleA
ton has been found in a
cave system that was flooded
at the end of the last ice age
8,000 years ago, according to a
cave-diving archaeologist on
Mexico's Caribbean coast.
Archaeologist Octavio del Rio
said he and fellow diver Peter
Broger saw the shattered skull
and skeleton partly covered by
sediment in a cave near where
the Mexican government
plans to build a high-speed
tourist train through the jungle. Given the distance from
the cave entrance, the skeleton
couldn't have gotten there
without modern diving equipment, so it must be over 8,000
years old, Del Rio said, referring to the era when rising sea
levels flooded the caves.
There it is. We don't know if
the body was deposited there
or if that was where this person died, said Del Rio. He said
that the skeleton was located
about 8 metres underwater,

about a half-kilomereveal because of a fear the
tre (one third of a
site could be looted or dismile) into the cave
turbed was near where the
system. Some of the
government has cut down a
oldest human reswath of jungle to lay train
mains in North
tracks, and could be colAmerica have been
lapsed, contaminated or
discovered in the
closed off by the building
sinkhole
caves
project and subsequent deknown as cenotes on
velopment.
the
country's
There is a lot more study
Caribbean coast,
that has to be done in order
and experts say
to correctly interpret the
some of those caves
find, Del Rio said, noting
are threatened by
that dating, some kind of
the Mexican govern- In this photo courtesy of Octavio del Rio, shows photographic studies and
ment's Maya Train fragments of a pre-historic human skeleton
some collection would be
partly covered by sediment in an underwater
tourism project.
needed to determine exactDel Rio, who has cave in Tulum, Mexico. The cave system was
ly how old the skeleton is.
worked with the flooded at the end of the last ice age 8,000
Del Rio has been exploring
National Institute of years ago, according to an archaeologist and
the region for three
cave diver Octavio del Rio, and is located near
Anthropology and where the government plans to build a highdecades, and in 2002, he
History on projects speed tourist train through the jungle.
participated in the discovin the past, said he
ery and cataloguing of rehad notified the institute of Carmen Rojas told him that mains known as The Woman
the discovery. The institute did the site was registered and of Naharon, who died around
not immediately respond to would be investigated by the the same time, or perhaps earquestions about whether it in- institute's Quintana Roo state lier, than Naia the nearly comtended to explore the site. But branch Holocene Archaeology plete skeleton of a young
Del Rio said on Tuesday that Project. He stressed that the woman who died around
institute
archaeologist cave whose location he did not 13,000 years ago. It was discov-

ered in a nearby cave system
in 2007.
President Andr s Manuel L
pez Obrador is racing to finish
his Maya Train project in the
remaining two years of his
term over the objections of
environmentalists,
cave
divers and archaeologists.
They say his haste will allow
little time to study the ancient
remains. Activists say the
heavy, high-speed rail project
will fragment the coastal jungle and will run often above
the fragile limestone caves,
which because they're flooded,
twisty and often incredibly
narrow can take decades to
explore. Caves along part of
the coast already have been
damaged by construction
above them, with cement pilings used to support the
weight above. The 950-mile
(1,500-kilometre) Maya Train
line is meant to run in a rough
loop around the Yucatan
Peninsula, connecting beach
resorts and archaeological
sites.
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Govt reducing compliances in
food processing sector: Patel
Mumbai, Sep 14:
The government is focusing on reducing compliances further to promote the food processing
sector, Minister of State
for Food Processing
Industries Prahlad Singh
Patel said on Wednesday.
Addressing the ‘14th FIcci
Foodworld India The
Global Convention for
Food
Business
and
Industry’, Patel highlighted the need to enhance the
marketing and branding
of Indian food processing
sector and products.
“The government is
fully committed to supporting the industry and
find solutions to the problems. We also need to further simplify the existing

schemes by removing the
bottlenecks and industry
will play a critical role in
this,” he said.
The government’s focus
is on reducing compliances to support the industry and the sector, he
said. To boost the sector,
he said, the government
has already stepped up incubation centres to sup-

port the industry and innovation. The government is taking continuous
steps to improve the food
processing sector, including the introduction of a
PLI scheme for the sector,
he stated.
He further said the government is taking measures to not only cater to
the domestic markets but
also to global demand for
processed foods.
The Indian food processing sector will be the backbone in achieving the USD
5 trillion economy target.
“There is a need to further
strengthen the trust in the
consumers for processed
foods and the government
along with industry have
to work towards it,” the
minister added.

WPI inflation eases to
11-month low
at 12.41 pc in August
N e w D e l h i , S e p 1 4 : The
wholesale price-based inflation eased to 11-month low of
12.41 per cent in August, on
softening in prices of manufactured and fuel products,
even as food items remained
expensive. Although the
Wholesale Price Index (WPI)
based inflation declined for
three consecutive months, it
remained in double digit for
17th months beginning April
last year. The inflation was
13.93 per cent in July and
11.64 per cent in August last
year. It had touched a
record high of 15.88 per
cent in May this year. The
inflation was lower than
August print in September
last year when it was 11.8
per cent. Inflation in food
articles in August rose to
12.37 per cent, as against
10.77 per cent in July, on
account of costlier cereals,
fruits and vegetables.

Need to improve workers’
employment conditions for strong
recovery: Bhupender Yadav
New Delhi, Sep 14:
Union Labour Minister
Bhupender Yadav on
Wednesday underlined the
need for improving employment conditions of
workers for a strong and
resilient recovery post
pandemic. Yadav attended
the G20 Labour and
Employment Ministers’
meeting at Bali, Indonesia
on September 13-14, 2022.
He spoke about the importance of countries coming
together for promotion of
responsive and robust policies relating to employment generation, social
protection, skilling and
formalization, in the postpandemic period for ensuring a more resilient, equitable and sustainable recovery. He also commended Indonesia for selecting
the priority areas critical
in the ever-changing world

of work, a labour ministry
statement said. These priority areas are labour market integration of persons
with disabilities, sustainable growth and productivity in human capacity development
through
strengthening communitybased vocational training.
Other priority areas are
promoting entrepreneurship and supporting small
and medium enterprises
(SME) as a job creation instrument and adapting
labour protection for more
effective protection and increased resilience for all
workers.
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Pia Bajpiee excited about
‘Lost’ premiere at Chicago
South Asian film fest

A heartwarming story on
motherhood with ‘Doosri Maa’

M

umbai, Sep 13 (IANS): Actress Pia Bajpiee
is on cloud nine as her movie 'Lost' is selected as 'Opening Night Premiere Film'
at the Chicago South Asian Film Festival
2022.
Directed by Aniruddha Roy
Chowdhury, it features Yami
Gautam, Pankaj Kapur, Rahul
Khanna, Neil Bhoopalam and
Tushar Pandey in pivotal roles.
The actress, who has appeared in Venkat Prabhu's
comedy drama 'Goa', Tamil
film 'Ko', Telugu movie
'Dalam',
'Masters'
(Malayalam) and 'Mumbai
Delhi Mumbai' (Hindi), expressed hope that the international audience would appreciate her role of a small-town girl
with big dreams and ambitions.
Pia said: "The wait and all the
delay in context to the movie was
worth it. I have high hopes for this
movie and am sure that my role
would please the audience. Being
from a small town, I have a very
selective
audience
and
through this movie I wanna
prove myself and reach internationally."
'Lost' is about a young female crime reporter and
her mission to find the
truth and the reason
behind the sudden
disappearance of a
theatre activist.
Chicago South
Asian
Film
Festival
was
founded in 1964
by filmmaker
and graphic
a r t i s t
Michael
Kutza. It is
the longest-running film festival in
North America.

A

mother and child’s
bond is believed to
be eternal, selfless,
and based on unconditional love. While there
are no limits to a mother’s
love and affection, it can
become a complicated
issue if the child in question is the illegitimate son
of your husband. &TV is
all set to present its latest
family drama "Doosri
Maa". The show will be
produced by Zee Studios
and co-produced by
Imtiaz Punjabi. The show
will bring back the famous on-screen motherson duo, Neha Joshi as
Yashoda and Aayudh
Bhanushali as Krishna,
in the lead, amongst other
casts. The show will premiere on September 20th,
2021, at 8:00 pm on &TV
and will air every Monday
to Friday.
Doosri Maa is the story
of a woman living in
Uttar Pradesh with her
husband, two daughters
and in-laws. Her happy,
peaceful family life comes

‘What I love about
acting is we get to play
many different roles’

S

Ishwak Singh: I prepared for Vikram
Sarabhai with a multipronged approach

'P

aatal Lok' actor
Ishwak Singh, who
will be reprising his
character of physicist Dr
Vikram Sarabhai in the second
season of 'Rocket Boys', said
he spent long hours doing the
research for his role.
The entire series is based on
the life of Vikram Ambalal
Sarabhai, an astronomer and
physicist, who had a major
contribution towards the
development of nuclear power
in India and in fact he is
known as Father of the Indian
Space Programme.
Bringing him alive on screen
was not at all an easy task and
thus Ishwak read a lot of
books about him and attended
lectures also.
He said: "I prepared for
Vikram Sarabhai with a multipronged approach. I wanted to
know him inside out, right
from his childhood days in
Ahmedabad to his education in
Cambridge, the various

aspects of his personal and
professional life."
"It was like going back to
school as I ended up reading
science text books, geeked out
on lectures by Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT)
professor Walter Lewin, studied about Indian Space

to a screeching halt when
she and her husband unknowingly adopt his illegitimate child. The show
captures the lead protagonist Yashoda's journey of
coming to terms with her
husband’s past and her
conflicted, rocky relation-

Research Organisation (ISRO),
the making of the bomb and
modern history."
Ishwak worked in various web
series and movies. He made
his debut with the film
'Raanjhanaa' and later did
movies such as 'Aligarh',
'Tamasha' and was also seen
in the first season of 'Rocket
Boys'.
The actor added that while
doing all the preparation work
he kept reading the script too
and maintained a connection
with the story so that nothing
is missed out and he can portray the great scientist with
perfection.
"I also studied the basics of
rocket science and its evolution and that's how I got to
know about the pioneers. But
while I was going about doing
prep work I'd keep coming
back to the script which was
sacrosanct for me and was
carved out so meticulously by
Abhay Pannu."

ony Entertainment
Television’s magnum
opus,
Punyashlok Ahilyabai
has engaged the viewers
with real life inspiring
tale of the noble queen
who brought peace &
prosperity with her wisdom and proved that one
becomes great not by
gender or birth but by
deeds. The show revolves around the noteworthy life of Rani
Ahilyabai Holkar, a
woman ahead of her
time who with the unshakable support of her
father-in-law Malhar
Rao Holkar, challenged
the pre-defined societal
norms and made positive contributions for
the welfare of the people
and proved to be a name
that not only went on to
create history but also
inspired many. As the
show revisiting another
glorious chapter of
Ahilya’ s Bai’s life, i.e
her journey from in the
‘Maa se Matoshree
Adhyay’, actor Aetashaa
Sansgiri who essays the
titular character is seen
playing the role of a
mother post the leap.
Aetashaa, who is just
27 years old, plays the
role of a loving and
strict mother to Malerao
and Mukta in the show
along with managing the
other responsibilities.
She has already gained
huge love from the audience after playing the

HOROSCOPE THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 15
Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might find the mood of today a bit too
somber for your liking, Aquarius. Why is
everyone so serious? Whether you figure
out the answer or not, just know that it
probably isn't something you did. Emotions
that have been building up are likely to
express themselves now, much like a volcano bursting under the pressure of tons of
molten lava.

Yes, you may have another cookie, Pisces.
Enjoy it and don't feel guilty. Guilt is useless.
Today, get rid of regret. Express your emotions but don't dwell on them. Your sensitivity is acute, so put up your psychic shield.
You might pick up on others' intense energy,
so be careful. Sympathize with others, but
don't take on their garbage. They need to
take out their own trash.

You might just want to stay on the couch
today, Aries. That's fine. Don't get up if you
don't want to. You're probably better off
sticking close to home and enjoying a good
movie tonight. If people ask how you're
doing, be honest. Others will be able to see
right through you, so don't try to hide your
feelings. Today is a good day to say how
you really feel.

Finally, the world is starting to see it your
way, Taurus. Be yourself and don't be
squeamish about telling people exactly how
it is. Your thinking is clear and focused. Use
your penetrating mind to accomplish mental tasks. Your intense nature is powerful, so
act wisely. Today may well be one in which
other people realize that you really aren't as
crazy as they first thought.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Give people the benefit of the doubt,
Gemini. Don't be so hasty in your
actions, and take the time to think things
through. You have a special connection
with your feelings today that can aid in
clearing some of the fog in your thinking.
Your sensitivity to others is remarkably
strong. People will be particularly drawn
to this side of you, especially tonight.

Put your businesslike nature aside for the
day and focus on your feelings, Cancer. You
may be a bit protective of your emotions,
but realize that much of what you're feeling
is best experienced through expressing it
to others. Reach down deep and get in
touch with what you truly believe to be the
heart of the issue. Your thinking is clear as
can be today, so enjoy it!

Call or write a letter to a friend today, Leo.
Your brain may feel like it's stuck in a rut,
which is probably best remedied by sharing these feelings with others. Take it one
step at a time, and be patient with others
in return. People are likely to snap more
easily since fuses will be extra short. Take
care as you approach the deep end. Make
sure you have your life jacket on.

Things flow well for you today, Virgo, so
bask in any sunshine that this day offers.
Your intuition is especially strong, and you
have an uncanny ability to pick up on other
people's feelings. Your nurturing gifts are in
high demand by those around you. They'll
need a sensitive shoulder to lean on. Just
make sure you don't lose yourself in the
process. Save some energy for you.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

Other people's indecisiveness could leave
you feeling frustrated and stuck today,
Libra. Realize that you can overcome this by
pushing past them. Don't feel like you need
to wait for others to make up their minds
before you act. Do what you need to do, and
others will catch up when they're ready. You
aren't responsible for the well-being of others. Concentrate on you.

It may be much easier than usual to
express your emotions to someone today,
Scorpio. If there has been something on
your mind for a while, now is the time to
say it. You'll be able to paint a clear picture of your true feelings. Express yourself with confidence so you don't come
across as helpless or clingy.

Does it feel like someone's raining on
your parade today, Sagittarius? No surprise there. You may feel like you're
stuck in a bog, so wear your galoshes
and give it your best shot. That's all you
can do. People may be extra touchy and
impatient with ridiculous banter, even if
it is polite. Try not to make sense of
things that seem confusing now.

Your intuition is extra keen today,
Capricorn, and your mental aim is on target. Other people may sink into the
swamp, but you're the life raft they can
cling to. Your amazing mental clarity will
be invaluable throughout the day. You'll be
able to communicate your feelings clearly,
and you should find their receptivity to
your thoughts much greater than usual.

ship with her stepson.
Talking about her
character, Yashoda, in
Doosri Maa, Neha Joshi
says, “Yashoda is a devoted housewife and a
social worker. She is a
loving, practical, and
pragmatic woman. She

has two daughters and is
proud of them. She is
never disrespectful but
does not hesitate to let
others know she won’t
allow anyone to insult
her. She has her unique
and witty way of making
people realise their mis-

takes. During her work,
she meets Mala, a single
unmarried mother who
is on her deathbed and
promises to provide for
her only child Krishna,
with a safe and secure future.”
Aayudh Bhanushali,
essaying Krishna’s character, says, “Krishna is
Yashoda’s
husband,
Ashok, and Mala son. He
has all the innocence of
a child. He loves his
mother, and she means
the world to him. After
losing
his
mother,
Krishna feels deep anger
and hatred towards his
unknown father and the
world at large, including
Yashoda,
whom
he
blames for making false
promises of saving his
mother and taking care
of him when in fact, she
sends him to an orphanage due to a court order.”
‘Doosri Maa’ will premiere on September
20th, 2022, at 8:00 pm on
&TV and will air every
Monday to Friday.

Mona Singh speaks up
about the ‘shadow
pandemic’ in ‘Ek Chup’

H

role
of
Ahliyabai
Holkar. And now, as she
gets into the character of
a mother, Aetashaa
shares her experience
with us. She said, “This
show was everything
that I wanted. As an
actor who is in her early
stage of her career is always looking out for
roles that helps hone
their acting skills. When
Ahilya’s role was offered
to me I was nervous
about doing it because
playing this role was a
very big responsibility
and I feared I’ll make a
mistake as Ahilya Bai is
one such personality
whom people look upto.
From being a daughter,
wife, daughter-in-law,
taking care of the state
affairs along with being
a mother, Ahilya Bai
donned multiple hats
and played each of them
beautifully.

ow often do women speak up against domestic violence? The answer is not
many times.
It is precisely for this reason that Mona
Singh, who's still remembered as the 'Jassi
Jaissi Koi Nahin' lead actress, is going to
raise her voice against domestic violence
in her upcoming short film 'Ek Chup', directed by Sonya V. Kapoor.
Mona talks about her experience of
working in the short film, which centres
on domestic violence during the lockdown.
Mona said: "Ek Chup is based on the
idiom 'ek chup sau sukh' (stay quiet, earn
a hundredfold happiness). You know, as
Indians, most mothers tell their daughters to keep quiet and everything will
work out. However, it's important for
women to stand up for their rights and I
think this movie and the script was just
absolutely perfect to talk about this
topic." The actress, who was recently
seen in 'Laal Singh Chaddha', is all praise
for Sonya, who is a winner of the British
Film Fellowship for her documentary
'Once there was a Purple Butterfly'.
She shared: "Sonya was very cool, calm,
composed and with a vision regarding the
script. She knew exactly what she wanted. So
it was a lot of fun working with a person who
knows what the person wants so everything
just comes out very beautifully."
The director talks about her short film and the
entire idea behind making it which is to highlight
a very relevant topic of violence against women.
"The film is based on a very important issue,
namely, the shadow pandemic of violence against
women and domestic abuse during the Covid-19 lockdown days. It was UN Women that first termed it as
the 'shadow pandemic' - a pandemic within a pandemic," she said. "In this film, the female protagonist also
believes in the philosophy of life that says 'Silence is
Golden' and that is the base of the quirky story," said
the director, explaining the essence of the story.
'Ek Chup' is produced by Amrita Mendonza and
Sonya V.Kapoor under their banner M5
Entertainment.

C R O S S WO R D

421
44. Stand up
45. Constricting snakes
46. Wore away
47. Affirm
50. Breaks suddenly
52. Wild pig
53. Sarcastic writing
55. Shred
58. Woody or Tim
60. Most beautiful
62. Personal preference
63. To ____ his own
64. Comic ____ Carvey
65. Rub out
66. Coloring agents
67. Makes a choice

DOWN

ACROSS
1. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)
5. Farm unit
9. Fiend
14. Pilaf ingredient
15. Mets' old stadium
16. Texas shrine
17. Sports
19. Termite, e.g.
20. Keanu Reeves role
21. Lawmaking body
23. Brooches

24. Waste material
25. Ironed fold
27. River mouths
30. Raised dogs
31. Perfect
32. Audibly
34. Dry, as wine
37. African country
38. Electrified particle
39. Violin's kin
41. Conclusion
42. Pastry

1. Modern Persia
2. Spot
3. Mimic
4. Snaky fish
5. Daisylike flowers
6. Beijing's country
7. Brief review
8. Bridge position
9. Speck
10. Fled to wed
11. "Ave ____"
12. Foretelling signs
13. Norwegian
18. Moving stairway
22. Light brown
24. Don't go
26. VIP's walkway (2 wds.)
27. Water barrier
28. Eve's garden

29. Loan
30. Fido's treat
32. Televises
33. Batch
34. Coasted
35. Besides
36. College woman
40. Greek god
43. Stable morsels
45. Flat caps
46. Our planet's
47. Ease up
48. ____ energy
49. Chip dip
50. Wander off
51. Sister's daughter
54. Copied
55. Cut grain
56. Ain't, correctly
57. School gps.
59. Maiden name indicator
61. Bride's vow (2 wds.)

SOLUTION 420
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Mandhana 79 sees India run
down England to level series
Derby, Sep 14 (PTI):
Opener
Smriti
Mandhana hit a strokefilled unbeaten fifty after
off-spinner Sneh Rana
snarred three wickets to
hand India women a comprehensive eight-wicket
win over England in the
second T20 International
and level the series 1-1 here.
England's decision to bat
first on Tuesday night backfired as Indian bowlers
raised their performance
by a notch to reduce the
hosts to 54 for five inside 10
overs.
England found the going
tough in the initial overs,
losing wickets at regular intervals before teenager
Freya Kemp (51 not out off
37 balls) and Maia Bouchier
(34 off 26) shared 65 runs for
the sixth wicket to resurrect their innings.
While the 17-year-old
Kemp struck three fours
and as many sixes during
her rearguard knock,
Bouchier decorated her innings with four boundaries.
But once Rana broke the
dangerous-looking partnership, taking the wicket of
Bouchier stumped by Richa
Ghosh in the 18th over, the
writing was on the wall for
England. Kemp, though,
tried hard her level best and
used her long handle to
great effect to pick up 23
runs in the remaining 15
balls in the company of
Sophie Ecclestone to take
England to 142 for six and
give their bowlers at least
something to defend.
Rana was the wrecker-inchief for India returning
with fine figures of 3 for 24
from her four overs, while
Renuka Singh (1/30) and
Deepti Sharma (1/21)
picked up two wickets at the

Confidence and calculative approach helped
us level T20 series: Harmanpreet
Derby, Sep 14 (PTI):

Smriti Mandhana and Harmanpreet Kaur added an unbroken
69 runs for the third wicket to take India home.

Brief Scores:
England Women:142 for 6 in
20 overs (Freya Kemp 51 not
out, Maia Bouchier 34; Sneh
Rana 3/24).
India Women: 146 for 2 in
16.4 overs (Smriti
Mandhana 79 not out,
Harmanpreet Kaur 29 not
out; Sophie Ecclestone
1/22).

top. India began their chase
in a fine fashion with
Mandhana (79 not out off
53) and Shafali Verma (20)
adding 55 runs in the first
six overs. Ecclestone finally
got the breakthrough for
England when Verma

hipped back to the bowler,
who dived to her right to
complete a fine caught and
bowled
opportunity.
Dayalan Hemalatha (9) once
again disappointed as Freya
Davies cleaned her up 16
balls later.
Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur (29 not out off 22) then
joined
her
deputy
Mandhana at the crease and
the duo played effortlessly,
stitching unconquered 69
runs for the third wicket to
comple the formalities as
India 146 for two in 16.4
overs. In fact, Mandhana hit
three boundaries off Davies
in the 17th over -- first
smashing throgh backward
covers, then creaming

India skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur feels sheer confidence
and a calculative approach
helped the visitors level the
three-match series with a
comprehensive eight-wicket
win over England in the second T20 International here.
After a rather demoralising
defeat in the first game on
damp and wet conditions,
India bounced back in style
to secure a morale-boosting victory and take the
series to the decider to be
played in Bristol on Thursday.
"I'm really happy, we played
well. Everyone was looking
forward to winning today,
that's something I'm happy
about. We do have plans for
all batters, but it was important that we executed
them, the fielders supported
the bowlers well,"
Harmanpreet said after the
match on Tuesday night. "We
are improving as a fielding
side, the way Radha fielded,
she got injured in the last
game, I'm happy with her
effort today. Whenever we
bat together (herself and
Smriti), we have the confidence, we can calculate the
approach well, the right-left
combination is always a positive for us," she added.

through midwicket and
then completed the chase
with smacking shot over the
bowler's head to the long-on
boundary. There were no
sixes in the match from the
Indian
batters
but
Mandhana found the fence
13
times,
while
Harmanpreet and Verma
struck four boundaries

Opener Smriti Mandhana,
whose sparkling unbeaten
half-century (79 off 53 balls)
saw India through and secure
a crucial win for the visitors,
said the aim was to come
back stronger and level the
series. "We were keen to
come back stronger and level
the series. I was pushing
myself and happy that I could
contribute to the victory.
Good weather to bat (in
England), before the CWG
games, I think I found the
going touch," Smriti said.
"Player of the Match - In T20
cricket, you'd look to try and
get a good start to the team.
Happy to contribute to the
team," she added. Smriti
praised her opening partner
Shefali Verma, with whom
she stitched 55 runs for the
opening wicket, something
that helped India find the
momentum right from the
beginning of their chase. "It
depends on the day and the
bowlers. Two years back, she
(Shafali Verma) perhaps was
just trying to dominate, but
she now knows whom to target and to respect good
bowling. The good thing is
we can both take advantage
of the batting powerplay,
whoever is in good touch
takes the lead in doing so,"
she said.

each. It was a ordinary
bowling display from the
home team as Ecclestone
(1/22) and Davies (1/30)
were the only two wicket
takers. England had won
the first match by nine
wickets. The third T20 of
the three-match series will
be played in Bristol on
September 15.

SC allows BCCI to
change its constitution
 Office bearers can
serve continuously
for 12 years in
State & BCCI
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
The Supreme Court
Wednesday allowed modification of BCCI's constitution and paved the way for
its
President
Sourav
Ganguly and secretary Jay
Shah to continue in office
without having to serve the
mandatory cooling-off period.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hima
Kohli said that an office
bearer can have continuous
tenure of 12 years which includes six years in State
Association and six years in
BCCI before the cooling-off
period of three years triggers. The bench said that an
office bearer can serve on a
particular post for two consecutive terms, both at the
BCCI and the State
Association level, after
which he would have to
serve three years cooling-off
period. "The purpose of the
cooling-off period is not to
create undesirable monopo-

lies", the bench said. The
top court's order came on
the Board's plea seeking to
amend its constitution concerning the tenure of its office bearers including its
President Sourav Ganguly
and Secretary Jay Shah by
doing away with the mandatory cooling-off period between tenures of office
bearers across state cricket
associations and the BCCI.
The BCCI, in its proposed
amendment, has sought the
abolition of a cooling-off period for its office bearers
which
would
enable
Ganguly and Shah to continue in office as President
and Secretary despite them
having completed six years

at respective state cricket
associations. Earlier, the
Justice R M Lodha-led committee had recommended
reforms in the BCCI which
have been accepted by the
top court. The constitution
of the BCCI, which was earlier approved by the top
court, stipulates a mandatory three-year cooling-off period for anyone who had
served two consecutive
terms of three years each in
the state cricket association
or the BCCI.
While Ganguly was an office bearer in the Cricket
Association of Bengal,
Shah had served in the
Gujarat
Cricket
Association.

England hires coaches Saker,
Hussey ahead of T20 World Cup
London, Sep 14 (AP):
England's
coaching
group will have a distinctly Australian feel at the
Twenty20 World Cup taking place Down Under
next month.
Already led by an
Australian in head coach
Matthew Mott, England
has also hired two more
people from Down Under
its former fast-bowling
coach, David Saker, and

ex-international batter
Michael Hussey to be part
of the backroom team for
the tournament.
Saker, who will begin his
consultancy contract during the forthcoming T20 series in Pakistan that precedes the T20 World Cup,
spent five years with the
England men's team before
leaving in 2015. He helped
to build the bowling attack
that took the team to No. 1
in the test ranking as well

as winning the Ashes in
2010-11. Barely a year after
leaving the England set-up,
Saker was on the other
side of the Ashes divide,
working as Australia's
bowling coach. More recently, he worked as an assistant coach to Mickey
Arthur with Sri Lanka.
Hussey, fondly known as
Mr. Cricket, has acted as a
batting consultant for numerous teams since retiring.

Australia’s UNIQUE T20 World Cup Kit ICC T20 Rankings: Kohli jumps

to 15th; Surkyakumar 4th

Sydney, Sep 14:
With the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2022 just
around the corner, reigning champions Australia
have
revealed
their
Indigenous-themed kit.
The Aussies will defend
their crown on home soil
under the leadership of
Aaron Finch who recently
bowed out of ODI cricket.
Australia's new jersey
will have shirts with black
sleeves and a gold and
green gradient on its trunk
topped by artwork while
the pants will be black and
a cap will feature the
colours of both the
Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander flags on the
brim.
The kit was designed by
Aunty Fiona Clarke and
Courtney Hagen, with the
pair having previously
worked together on other
Indigenous designs worn

Dubai, Sep 14 (PTI):

Australia's cricket players Mitchell Starc (C), Josh Hazlewood (R) and Glenn Maxwell clad in new
First Nations kit design for the upcoming ICC Men's T20 World Cup walk onto the field, at Sydney
Cricket Ground (SCG) on September 14.

by Australia. 'The overall
design is to do with the
process of connecting with
yourself as an individual,
as a team, in the community and whatever is surrounded by you ... with the
river, the land, whatever
you see,' said Clarke who is
the great great grand-

daughter
of
James
'Mosquito' Couzens, who
played in the Aboriginal XI
in a landmark match at the
MCG in 1866. 'In the middle we've been able to incorporate the colours of
the both of First Nations
flags in Australia. So
you've got the red, black

Mumbai Indians elevate Jayawardene,
Zaheer to new central roles

Mumbai, Sep 14 (PTI):
IPL franchise Mumbai
Indians on Wednesday elevated former players
Mahela Jayawardene and
Zaheer Khan to new roles
of global head of performance and global head of
cricket development respectively. The appointments were a part of MI's
central expansion plan.
According to a MI statement, Jayawardene will be

providing senior leadership to the group's cricket
operations worldwide, including overall strategic
planning, the creation of
an integrated global highperformance eco-system,
as well as responsibility for
each team's coaching and
support structures.
He will work closely with
the team's head coaches to
ensure synergies, a consistent brand of cricket, and
implementation of best

practices set by the franchise. Zaheer, on the other
hand, will be responsible
for player development,
building MI's robust program around talent identification and grooming and
adopting the same across
geographies, which has
been core to the franchise's
philosophy and success.
Each geography comes
with its unique set of challenges and Zaheer's elevated role will play an important part in helping MI
teams across the globe.
"It is an absolute honour
for me to lead MI's global
cricket operations. Mrs
Ambani and Akash's leadership and guidance have
made MI the most valued
global cricket franchise and
I am very happy to see MI
grow globally. I look forward to this new responsibility to build a strong cohesive global brand of cricket," Jayawardene said.

and yellow, which is represents Aboriginal flag and
the blue, white and green
which represents the
Torres Strait Islander
flag,' Hagen explained the
design incorporated wickets to represent games
played, and stars to signify
ancestors.

Star India batter Virat
Kohli jumped 14 spots to
be ranked 15th in the latest
ICC T20 Internationals
batting rankings after a
fine show at the recentlyconcluded Asia Cup.
Kohli made handsome
gains after he produced a
dominant batting display
(276 runs in five matches)
in the continental tournament held in UAE that also
saw him scoring his first
international century in
almost three years.
Middle-order
batter
Suryakumar Yadav continued to remain the bestplaced Indian batter as he
held on to the fourth spot
with 755 points in the batting list headed by
Pakistan's Mohammad

Prannoy climbs to world no. 16
in latest BWF ranking

Rizwan (810).
Indian skipper Rohit
Sharma also held on to his
14th position in the list
with 606 points.

On the list for bowlers,
India pacer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar dropped a place to
be ranked seventh while
spinners Ravichandran

Ashwin (up nine places to
41st) and Axar Patel (up 14
places to 57th) have also
made notable gains.
The Pakistani bowling
duo of Haris Rauf (up
nine places to 25th) and
Mohammad Nawaz (up
seven places to 34th) were
the biggest gainers after
their strong performances
in the Asia Cup.
However, the bowling
chart is still headed by
Ausstralia pacer Josh
Hazlewood with 792 points
followed by South African
Tabraiz Shamsi (716) and
England's Adil Rashid
(702).
M e a n w h i l e ,
Afghanistan's Mohammad
Nabi has conceded the top
place for all-rounders to
Bangladesh's Shakib Al
Hassan.

Marsh, Starc, Stoinis ruled out
of India tour due to injuries
Melbourne, Sep 14 (PTI):

New Delhi, Sept 14 (PTI):
After a string of impressive performances on tour,
India's star shuttler HS
Prannoy climbed two
places to reach the world
number 16 in the latest
BWF World Ranking release. Prannoy, who
reached
back-to-back
quarterfinals at the World
Championships and Japan
Open Super 750, now has
64,330 points after participating in 33 tournaments.
The 30-year-old Indian
had recently become the

top player in men's singles
in the 'Race to Guangzhou',
which decides the qualifiers for the season-ending
BWF World Tour Final.
Fellow Indian Kidambi
Srikanth also jumped two
places to sit at the 12th
spot, while Lakshya Sen
continued to be the bestplaced Indian male shuttler at world number 9.
PV Sindhu, who had
skipped the world championships and Japan Open
due to an injury, also
gained a position to climb
to the seventh spot.

Australia will miss the
services of
Mitchell
Marsh, Mitchell Starc and
Marcus Stoinis in the
three-match
T20
International tour of India
after the trio was ruled for
the series on Wednesday
due to injuries.
While Starc has been
suffering from a knee injury, Marsh and Stoinis
have been ruled out due to
ankle and side issues respectively.
According
to
cricket.com.au, the injuries are minor but
Cricket Australia took the
decision not to risk the
players keeping in mind
the T20 World Cup to be
played at home, starting
next month.
The recent development
will further deplete the
Australian squad as David

Warner has already been
rested for the tour.
The Australian selectors
have included Nathan
Ellis, Daniel Sams and
Sean Abbott as replacements for Starc, Marsh
and Stoinis.
While
Marsh
and
Stoinis suffered the injuries during the ODI series against Zimbabwe
and New Zealand, Starc's
was a late exclusion fol-

lowing a scan on his knee
on Wednesday.
Australia will play three
T20s against hosts India at
Mohali on September 20,
Nagput on September 23
and
Hyderabad
on
September 25.
After the whirlwind
India tour, Australia are
set to play T20 series
against the West Indies
and England in the buildup to the T20 World Cup.
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Jairam upholds ‘prominence’
of Nehru-Gandhi family

Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 14 (PTI):

CONG PREZ POLL

With the process
for electing the new
Congress president
round the corner, senior party leader
Jairam Ramesh has
batted for "consensus" in selecting the
new AICC chief and
sought to uphold the
"prominence" of the
Nehru-Gandhi family in
the organisational matters
in any sort of emerging situation.
Ramesh, the AICC general secretary in-charge
Communication, Publicity
and Media, said even if
somebody else is elected as
the party chief in the
October 17 polls, Sonia
Gandhi will continue to be
a person "everybody looks
up to" and insisted Rahul
Gandhi will be the "ideological compass" of the grand

old organisathe new AICC
tion.
chief, Ramesh
He rejected
invoked the
the suggestion
"view" of legthe Wayanad
e n d a r y
MP will do
Congress
"backseat
leader
K
driving" in the
Kamaraj,
event of somewhich accordbody
else
ing to him, is
being
a
"talk to everyCongress
body and find
president,
a suitable conhailing the
s e n s u s
Jairam Ramesh
Gandhi scion
choice" for
as a very accommodative leading the party. "In the
and democratic person. A history of the Indian
party without a 'high com- National Congress, generalmand' would be 'anarchy,' he ly we've selected people by
said. In an interview to PTI, consensus. But there had
the former Union minister been elections -- in 1938,
also opposed a section of 1950, 1997 and 2000. But my
Congress leaders' argument view is that of a broad conagainst its high command sensus--the Kamaraj view. I
culture, claiming that there belong to the Kamaraj
will be anarchy in a party school," said Ramesh, a key
without such a mechanism. Congress strategist, as the
To buttress his arguments Rahul Gandhi-led "Bharat
for a unanimous election of Jodo Yatra" reached near

Kollam district in Kerala.
The notification for the
election will be issued on
September 22, while the filing of nomination would
begin on September 24 and
continue till September 30.
The election, if there is
more than one candidate,
will take place on October
17, while counting of votes,
if necessary, and the declaration of results would be
on October 19.
When asked about the argument of a section of party
leaders including Lok Sabha
MP Shashi Tharoor that a
democratic contest for the
Congress president's post
will revitalise the Congress,
Ramesh said if a consensus
is not possible "we should
have
elections".
"Mr
Tharoor is welcome to contest. It's democratic process.
We are the only political
party which has elections to
the post of President."

SIKH PILGRIMS FROM PAK

Sikh pilgrims from Pakistan arrive to visit various Sikh shrines in India, at Attari Wagha border near Amritsar, Wednesday.

Bhutan king meets PM Modi ‘Delhi residents to get power
subsidy only if they opt for it’
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):

PM Narendra Modi with King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck during a
meeting, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Bhutan king Jigme
Khesar
Namgyel
Wangchuck met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
here on Wednesday and
both leaders discussed bilateral ties and the ways to
further strengthen them.

Wangchuck was in India
en route to London to attend Queen Elizabeth II's
funeral, officials said.
Modi tweeted, "Had a
warm meeting with His
Majesty the King of
Bhutan. Discussed various
ideas to further strengthen
the close and unique India-

‘Can govt explain how
territory ‘given’ to China
will be retrieved’
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday alleged that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has "given"
1,000 square kilometres of
Indian territory to China
"without a fight", and asked
the government how it will
be retrieved. He also
claimed that China has refused to accept India's demand of restoring status
quo on the border as on
April 2020.
Gandhi's attack came
after Indian and Chinese
armies carried out a joint
verification of the disengagement process at
Patrolling Point 15 in the
Gogra-Hotsprings area in
eastern Ladakh after with-

drawing their troops and
dismantling temporary infrastructure from the friction point. Both sides completed the disengagement
in a phased and coordinated manner, according to
people familiar with the development. Attacking the
government, Gandhi tweeted, "China has refused to
accept India's demand of
restoring status quo of
April 2020. PM has given
1,000 Sq Kms of territory to
China without a fight."
Can the government of
India explain how this territory will be retrieved, he
asked. The eastern Ladakh
border standoff erupted on
May 5, 2020, following a violent clash in the Pangong
lake areas.

Bhutan
friendship.
Conveyed my appreciation
for the guiding vision provided by successive Druk
Gyalpos in shaping our relations." India and Bhutan
share historically strong
ties. Wangchuck also met
foreign secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra.

Manasbal (J-K), Sep 14 (PTI):
The Indian Navy
has revived its training area at the
Manasbal lake in
Jammu
and
K a s h m i r ' s
Ganderbal district,
33 years after it was
closed following the
eruption of militancy in
the erstwhile state. The facility at the Manasbal lake
in the central Kashmir
district was excellent for
the naval training of the
National Cadet Corps
(NCC) in Jammu and
Kashmir. However, due to
the deterioration of the
security situation, the site
had to be abandoned in
1989 and the training
areas were shifted to the
Mansar Lake in Jammu,
officials said.
With the improvement

in the security situation
in Kashmir, the naval
training area has been
successfully revived after
a gap of 33 years,
they said.
The officials said that a
suitable camping site
along with adequate infrastructure has been
provided
by
the
Manasbal Development
Authority on the lakefront and two naval training boats have been shifted here from Mansar.
Speaking to reporters at
the training centre, Group
Commander NCC Group
Srinagar Brigadier K S
Kalsi said it is a momentous occasion and a redletter day for the NCC in
the Kashmir valley.
"It is after a gap of 33
years that NCC training
activities of the naval
wing are restarting in this

beautiful location of
Manasbal lake... 100 NCC
cadets including girls
from various colleges of
Jammu and Kashmir are
participating in the
camp," Brigadier Kalsi
said.
He said the NCC is a
major organ of nationbuilding. It aims to train
the youth of the country
to inculcate discipline

‘Want number of Indian students in France to climb to 20,000’
 By 2025
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
France wants the number of Indian students in
the country to rise to
20,000 by 2025, French
Foreign
Minister
Catherine Colonna said
on Wednesday. The minister also said there could be
no better indicator of
peace and true friendship
among nations than a student trained and graduated abroad who becomes
acquainted with two cultures and can stand up
for both.
Colonna is currently on
a three-day visit to India.
She made the comments
during an interaction
with students at the Lady
Shri Ram College here.

France's Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Catherine
Colonna interacts with students during her visit to Lady
Shri Ram College, in New Delhi, Wednesday.
"The objective assigned
by President Emmanuel
Macron is clear: 20,000
Indian students in France
by 2025. For us to achieve
this objective, we must attract, every year, 7,500 to
8,000 students, and therefore increase the actual
numbers by 50 per cent. It

"The number can also be
used on WhatsApp by
sending 'Hi' and a form
will be received that can
be filled up and sent to
apply for subsidy," he
said announcing the
phone number. An official said that around 90
per cent of power consumers in the national
capital pay their electricity bills online.
In the physical method,
consumers can fill up a
form attached with their
power bill and submit it
at designated collection
centres and the subsidy
will
continue
from
October 1, the chief minister said. Those consumers who have got
their phone numbers registered for bill payment
will be sent messages for
applying to get subsidy.

Indian Navy revives training centre at Manasbal lake
After 33 years

New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):

Delhiites can avail the
free electricity scheme
from October only if they
opt for it, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal announced on Wednesday.
At a press conference
here, he said people can
now give a missed call or
send a WhatsApp message on 7011311111 from
Wednesday to avail the
free electricity scheme.
With this move, the option to get Delhi government's power subsidy
will no longer be available by default and every
year, power consumers
will be given an option to
continue with power subsidy or not.
At present, those whose
power consumption is
less than 200 units do not

have to pay
demand and
any electriciapply for it.
ty charges.
He said both
Those whose
physical and
consumpelectronic
tion is up to
methods will
400 units get
be available
a 50 per cent
for people to
subsidy
apply
for
In his first
subsidy.
offline press
The govconference
ernment had
since formadecided
a
tion of AAP
few months
Arvind Kejriwal
government
earlier that
in Delhi in February 2020 subsidy will be given to
after which Covid pan- those only who will dedemic forced online brief- mand and apply for it. "In
ings, Kejriwal said many the electronic method,
residents were willing to consumers can give a
pay their electricity bills missed call on the phone
in full and wanted an op- number 7011311111.
tion to give up the power
They will receive a
subsidy. Kejriwal, howev- message with a link, and
er, clarified that the free clicking on this, they will
electricity scheme will get a form that can be
continue for those who filled up and sent back.

is very ambitious, but between India and France,
sky is the limit," she said.
"To achieve it, we are expanding the presence of
France in India. We want
France to be seen as a
leading country in terms
of education and research, which it is,"

Colonna said. The French
minister noted that after
the figures went down in
2020 due to the pandemic,
France would welcome in
2022 almost the same number of Indian students as
in 2019. In 2019, more than
5,000 students completed
their procedure for longstay studies in France, she
said.
"So, I guess the appeal
for France among Indian
students is as strong as
ever and that is very
heartwarming to me. We
also want to expand the
scope of fields open to
Indian students. Our business schools are among
the best in the world, but
so are our engineering
schools and our public
universities.
"We are working hard to
enlarge the scope of our

cooperation to skill development and professional
training in economic sectors where France is at the
top, including in areas
such as aeronautics,
transports and automotives, energy, hospitality
and food, fashion, graphic
arts and design among
others," Colonna said.
The minister stressed
that gender balance was a
necessity in the field of education.
"Much
has
changed when it comes to
gender balance but we are
still not there yet
President Macron made it
one of the great causes of
his two mandates, for
France as well as internationally. At the national
level, we have introduced
new measures in order to
fill the so-called 'gender
pay gap'.

among them and make
them responsible citizens.
"We also train them to join
the armed forces," he
added. The NCC started
its activities in Kashmir
in 1965 but the naval centre at Manasbal was
closed in 1989 due to the
security
situation,
Brigadier Kalsi said.
After the improvement
in the situation, the centre

Prez to attend
Queen Elizabeth's
funeral
New Delhi, Sep 14 (PTI):
President Droupadi Murmu
will visit London from
September 17 to 19 to attend
the state funeral of Queen
Elizabeth II and offer condolences on behalf of the Indian
government, the Ministry of
External Affairs announced on
Wednesday.
Queen Elizabeth II passed
away on September 8.
President Murmu, Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi have expressed condolences at her demise. External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
visited the British High
Commission
here
on
September 12 to convey
India's condolences. India also
observed a day of national
mourning on Sunday. In the 70
years of reign of Queen
Elizabeth II, India-UK ties have
evolved, flourished and
strengthened immensely. She
played an important role in
the welfare of millions of people around the world as Head
of the Commonwealth, the
MEA said in a statement.

has been revived, he said.
"Now, we are ready to
start training and reactivate this area," he said.
The cadets will be trained
in various activities like
boat pulling, sailing, signalling and ship modelling. These activities were
earlier carried out in the
Mansar lake area and the
cadets had to move from
Kashmir to Jammu.
Frequent closures of the
highway caused a lot of
inconvenience.
"It was a demotivating
factor.
Now,
when
Manasbal is available, we
are sure and hopeful that
cadets of the Kashmir valley will immensely benefit
from this beautiful location," Brigadier Kalsi
said. This beautifully located training facility will
motivate the local youth to
join the NCC, he said.

‘Drunk’ students snatch
cop’s phone, beat up
driver of police vehicle
10 booked, four of them detained
Gwalior, Sep 14 (PTI):
Some "drunk" students
of a government medical
college here allegedly
snatched the mobile
phone of a police official
and also beat up the driver of a police vehicle following an argument with
a patrolling team that
found them wandering on
a city street in the wee
hours of Wednesday, police said.
After the incident, four
of the students were detained before being let off
following a medical examination on them, and a

first information report
(FIR) was registered
against them along with
six others in this connection, an official said.
"The incident occurred
after City Superintendent
of Police (CSP) Rishikesh
Meena spotted the youths
in an inebriated condition near the Gajra Raja
Medical College around 2
am when he was on patrolling duty, and asked
them why they were out
in the wee hours,"
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(ASP) Mrigakhi Deka
said.
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