
New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The ED has frozen Rs
9.82 crore worth funds kept
in merchant IDs with cer-
tain online payment gate-
ways as part of an ongoing
money laundering investi-
gation against a "Chinese-
controlled" investment
token app.

This is the second time
that the ED has frozen
funds kept in merchant IDs
with certain online pay-
ment gateways.

"Various Chinese-con-
trolled entities like Comein

Network Technology
Private Limited and oth-
ers, in service agreements
with various NBFCs (non
banking financial compa-
nies) were also operating
multiple suspicious
loan/other apps such as
Cashhome, Cashmart,
Easyloan etc. and they in-
dulge in receiving funds
from public on pretext of
operating these apps (mo-
bile applications)," the fed-
eral agency said in a state-
ment. The app-based token
under investigation in this
case is HPZ and the entities
whose funds have been
frozen under the anti-
money laundering law in-
clude Comein Network

Technology Private Ltd,
Mobicred Technology
Private Ltd, Magic Data
Technology Private Ltd,
Baitu Technology Private
Ltd, Aliyeye Network
Technology India Pvt Ltd,
Wecash Technology
Private Ltd, Larting
Private Ltd, Magic Bird
Technology Private Ltd
and Acepearl Services
Private Ltd.

"Account balances worth
Rs 9.82 crore of various
Chinese-controlled entities
maintained with payment
gateways, in respect of an
investigation relating to
the misuse of app-based
token named HPZ and
other similar applications

by several entities, have
been frozen," the ED said.

The Enforcement
Directorate had earlier this
month undertaken a simi-
lar operation and frozen
funds worth Rs 46.67 crore.
These funds were stated by
the agency to be belonging
to certain merchant enti-
ties and held in payment
gateways like Easebuzz,
Razorpay, Cashfree and
Paytm. These companies
had said that the funds did
not belong to them and
they were extending full
cooperation to the ED in
this investigation.

HPZ was an app-based
token which promised
users of large gains

against investment by de-
claring the same as "invest-
ing in mining machines for
Bitcoin and other cryp-
tocurrencies".

"The modus-operandi of
the fraudsters was to first
lure the victims to invest in
their companies on the pre-
text of doubling /multiply-
ing their investment
through the HPZ token and
other similar applications,"
the agency said.

The money laundering
case stems from an
October, 2021 FIR filed
against the accused compa-
ny and its linked persons
by the cyber crime unit of
the Kohima Police in
Nagaland.

Refuse
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi High
Court has refused to inter-
fere with an order evicting
a "disowned" son from the
house of his father who
filed a complaint against
him under the senior citi-
zen law. Justice Yashwant
Varma, while dismissing a
challenge by the son to the
eviction order under the
Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, noted that
the property was not
ancestral in nature and it
was the senior citizen who
was entitled to claim
exclusive rights over it and
in view of the "proven alle-
gations of harassment," no
interfere was called for.

Dead
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A labourer
died after he allegedly
fell into a 40 feet deep
under construction base-
ment at Safdarjung rail-
way station redevelop-
ment site here on
Thursday morning, police
said. The deceased, iden-
tified as Shamsher, is a
resident of Araria district
of Bihar, they said.

Pardoned 
AAggaarrttaallaa:: For the first
time in Tripura as many
as 15 prisoners serving
life terms were pardoned
and released after they
were found corrected,
officials said on Thursday.
The prisoners pardoned
include a CRPF jawan
from Agra and two
women, the officials said.

Mishap
AAmmeetthhii:: Three people
were killed and seven
others were injured when
the e-rickshaw they were
travelling in was hit by a
truck on Ayodhya-
Prayagraj national high-
way, police said on
Thursday. The incident
happened on Wednesday
night when they were
returning to Sultanpur
after performing a musi-
cal programme at
Pratapgarh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP) Lallan Singh said.
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A community Durga Puja pandal to
raise awareness on plastic ban,

ahead of the Durga Puja festival, 
in Kolkata, Thursday.
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Jammu, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Suspected terrorists
triggered a blast in a
parked bus in Jammu and
Kashmir's Udhampur
early Thursday, nine
hours after a similar ex-
plosion took place in the
city but there was no casu-
alty, police said.

Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP)
Jammu region Mukesh
Singh visited both the
sites and said high explo-
sives might have been
used in carrying out the
blasts which were of the
same pattern. "Initial ex-
amination points towards
use of high explosives," he
said, adding probe is on to
ascertain whether it was

the handiwork of terror
modules. The roof and the
backside of the bus were
blown away by the blast
that occurred around 5.30
am but no one was in-

jured, police said. The ex-
plosions took place days
ahead of the visit of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
from October 4. He was
supposed to embark on a

three-day visit to Jammu
and Kashmir on
September 30 and hold
public meetings in Rajouri
on October 1 and
Baramulla on October 2.
However, the visit was
rescheduled.

Speaking to reporters at
the site of blast in
Udhampur, ADGP Singh
said the "first explosion
took place on a parked bus
around 10:30 pm on
Wednesday near a petrol
pump. Two people sus-
tained minor injuries but
are now out of danger".

He said the other blast
that took place in the old
bus stand area.

Singh said the nature of
the blasts was being ascer-
tained, adding probe is
being done on various an-
gles.

Kumhari, Sep 29: 

A couple and their two
children were found dead in
their home in  Durg district
on Thursday, with police
suspecting they were mur-
dered by someone known to
them.

Some locals saw their
bodies and informed police,
Durg Superintendent of
Police Abhishek Pallava
said.

The bodies of Bholanath
Yadav (34), his wife Naila
(30), son Parmad (12) and
Mukta (7) were found with
injuries inflicted with an
axe in their house in
Kapsada village under
Kumhari police station lim-
its, he said.

Police have found an axe

with blood stains at the spot
and sent it for forensic
analysis, he said.

"Prima facie, circumstan-
tial evidence suggests that
someone known to the de-
ceased committed the of-
fence," Pallava said, adding
that a case has been regis-
tered in this connection and
further investigation is un-
derway.

Yadav, a native of
Balangir district in neigh-
bouring Odisha, had shifted
to Kapsada with his family
11 years ago and since then
worked at a farm belonging
to one Punaram Tandon in
the village, the official said.

The family was staying
in a house built at the farm,
he said. After being alerted,
a police team was rushed to
the spot and the bodies
were sent for post-mortem,
he said.

Sukma, Sep 29: 

Seven Naxalites have
surrendered in Sukma dis-
trict, a police official said
on Thursday.

They laid down arms
after being impressed with
the state government's re-
habilitation policy and the
district police's 'Puna
Narkom (new dawn in the
local Gondi dialect) cam-
paign, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma said.

"The seven were active
in the limits of Bheji po-
lice station. Madkam
Masa, Mandvi Hirma,
Madkam Bhima, Madkam
Bandi, Madkam Nanda,
Sodi Joga and Lachinder
were allegedly involved in
several incidents," he said.

The intelligence unit of
CRPF's 219th battalion
played a significant role in
the surrender of these
seven Naxalites, the SP

added. An encouragement
amount and other facili-
ties will be provided as the
state government's policy
to the surrendered
Naxalites, Sharma said.

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Thursday
announced that he will not
contest the Congress presi-
dential polls as he took
moral responsibility for the
political crisis in his state,
and said the decision on
whether he would remain
CM would be taken by party
chief Sonia Gandhi.

After meeting the party
president at her 10 Janpath
residence, Gehlot told re-
porters that he apologised to
Gandhi for the develop-
ments on Sunday when
MLAs supporting him de-
fied the central observers
and thwarted their move to
hold a meeting of party leg-
islators.

Instead, they held a paral-
lel meet to pitch for Gehlot's
continuation or the guaran-
tee that his bete noire
Sachin Pilot does not re-
place him. Gehlot, a three-
time state chief minister, de-
scribed himself as a disci-

plined soldier of the party
and expressed his sadness
over the turn of events in
the state. Asked if he will
continue as chief minister,
Gehlot said Gandhi will de-
cide on the issue.

"In the last 50 years, I have
worked as a loyal Congress
soldier from the time of
Indira Gandhi, Rajiv
Gandhi, Narasimha Rao
and Sonia ji, be it becoming
a central minister or state
unit chief, general secretary
or CM for the third time, I
cannot forget that. The
events that happened (on
Sunday) has shaken all of
us. Only I know how hurt I
am because a message went
that I want to remain CM,"
Gehlot said. "I have apolo-
gised to Sonia ji because a
simple resolution, which is
our tradition and which we
always pass, a situation
emerged that it could not be
passed. I, as a CLP leader,
whatever the reasons, could
not get the resolution
passed," he said.

Surat, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly polls due later
this year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday held a roadshow
in Surat and said the city
will emerge as the safest
and convenient diamond
trading hub in the world
once the Diamond
Research and Mercantile
(DREAM) City project is
completed.

The PM later also held a
roadshow in Bhavnagar
city where women show-
ered rose petals on his car
and artistes performed folk
dances on stages erected by
local administration at sev-
eral places along the route.

In Surat, Modi addressed
a rally in Limbayat area

after laying the foundation
stone and inaugurating a
host of projects worth Rs
3,400 crore, including inau-
guration of the main en-
trance gate and phase-1
works of DREAM City, an
ambitious project coming
up on 700 hectares of land
near Khajod village on the

outer Ring Road of Surat.
He also said the Indian

Railways has come up with
a plan to run a special train
between Surat and his Lok
Sabha constituency
Varanasi for convenient
transportation of textile
products from here to Uttar
Pradesh.

New Delhi, Sep 28 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Digvijaya Singh, who is
likely to file his nomina-
tion for the Congress pres-
ident's post on Friday, met
Shashi Tharoor, who said
they agreed that theirs is
"not a battle between ri-
vals but a friendly contest"
among colleagues. Singh
met the party MP from
Thiruvananthapuram on
Thursday after collecting
nomination papers for the
polls.

"Received a visit from
Digvijaya Singh this after-
noon. I welcome his candi-
dacy for the Presidency of
our Party," Tharoor said in
a tweet. "We both agreed
that ours is not a battle be-

tween rivals but a friendly
contest among colleagues.
All we both want is that
whoever prevails,
@incIndia will win!" he
said. Tharoor has already
declared that he will file
his nomination for the
post of Congress president
on Friday, the last day of
the nomination process.

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The CBI has led a mas-
sive countrywide crack-
down on narcotics net-
works in coordination with
the NCB, Interpol and po-
lice in multiple states, lead-
ing to the arrest of 175 al-
leged drug peddlers, offi-
cials said Thursday.

As many as 127 FIRs
have been filed by the agen-
cies involved in 'Operation
Garuda' which started ear-
lier this week to "disrupt,
degrade and dismantle"
drug networks with inter-
national linkages, CBI said
in a statement. The global

operation was planned
through a "rapid exchange"
of intelligence on narco-
trafficking and coordinat-
ed actions with enforce-
ment agencies across inter-
national jurisdictions
through Interpol, officials
said.

Police of eight states and
Union Territories, includ-
ing Punjab, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Maharashtra,
and the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) tracked
around 6,600 suspects dur-
ing the operation following
which 127 cases were regis-
tered and around 175 peo-
ple, including six abscon-
ders and proclaimed of-
fenders, were arrested,
they said.

CHINESE LOAN APPS

ED freezes fresh Rs 9.82 cr worth funds
̈ Kept in payment

gateway accounts

ACT OF TERROR

2nd blast in bus in 9 hrs
rocks Udhampur

̈ No casualty

Bomb diposal squad members inspect after a blast took place in a
bus parked at a bus stand in Udhampur, Thursday morning.

Gehlot apologises to Sonia,
will not contest prez poll

SC asks Centre
for starvation

death data
New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the
Centre to place before it
data on deaths due to star-
vation and malnutrition
across the country besides
a model plan to implement
the community kitchen
scheme.

The top court had on
January 18 said the Centre
will have a role in drafting
the model Community
Kitchens Scheme and, par-
ticularly, exploring the
possibility of providing
additional food grains for
it. It had granted two
weeks to all the state gov-
ernments and Union
Territory administrations
to file an affidavit indicat-
ing the incidence of star-
vation deaths, if any, and
malnutrition, with a copy
in advance to the counsel
for the petitioner as also
the attorney general who
will collate the national
data for court's perusal.

Seven Naxalites surrender

The seven were active in the
limits of Bheji police station.
Madkam Masa, Mandvi
Hirma, Madkam Bhima,
Madkam Bandi, Madkam
Nanda, Sodi Joga and
Lachinder were allegedly
involved in several inci-
dents. The intelligence unit
of CRPF's 219th battalion
played a significant role in
the surrender of these
seven Naxalites. They laid
down arms after being
impressed with the state
government's rehabilitation
policy and the district
police's 'Puna Narkom (new
dawn in the local Gondi
dialect) campaign.

About the surrender

Couple and two
children found dead 
̈ Police suspect

murder

PM ROAD SHOW IN SURAT AND BHAVNAGAR

‘DREAM city project to help Surat

emerge safest diamond trading hub’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves at supporters during a 
roadshow, in Surat, Thursday.

CBI leads major crackdown
against drug cartels

̈ 127 cases registered,
175 arrested

Tharoor vs Digvijaya
in ‘friendly contest’

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2299:: In a sensational
incident, four members of a fam-
ily including two minors were
bludgeoned to death with an axe
at a village situated in Kumhari
Police Station limits. Bodies of
the man, wife and their two chil-
dren were recovered from the
farm where they lived and
worked as labourers.

The incident occurred on the
intervening night of Thursday at
Poonaram Tondon's farms situ-
ated at village Kapsada of
Kumhari. The deceased were
identified as Bholanath Yadav
(34), his wife Naila Yadav (30)
and their children Mukta (12)

and Pramod (7). The family
lived at a house constructed in
the farms of Poonaram Tondon
and worked as labourers here.
The family hails from Balangir,
Orissa and has been living here
in Kumhari for the last 12 years.
Bholanath's body was found
lying in the farms while the
body of the woman was lying
near the entrance of their
house. The bodies of the chil-
dren were lying in a pool of
blood inside the house.

On information, a police team
reached the spot and investiga-
tions were launched. On the in-
structions of IG BN Meena, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv, DSP (Crime)

Nasar Siddhiqui also reached the
crime scene and supervised the
investigations. A 30-member
team has been constituted by in-
cluding three Inspectors and
eight Assistant Sub Inspectors to
investigate the matter. Forensic

experts conducted the crime
scene investigation and have re-
covered the murder weapon.
Fingerprints and other vital evi-
dence have been collected and
preserved. Dog Squad was also
pressed into service.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava stated
that prima facie it appears that
the assailant was known to the
family. It is supposed that the
murderer would have firstly
killed Bholanath outside the
house. His wife Naila would have

witnessed the incident after
which she would have tried to
run towards the house. The ac-
cused possibly chased the lady
and attacked her with the axe
after which she fell near the
door of the house. The murderer

would have then killed the chil-
dren and left the axe near the
lady's body before escaping.
Almirah placed inside the house
was also broken but police were
not able to ascertain the missing
items. It is suspected that this
sensational incident was the out-
come of some family dispute.
Younger brother of the deceased
reportedly partied with his
friends and had consumed liquor
late evening on Wednesday.
Huge cash was also recovered
from his possession and there
were injury marks on his head.
Police are interrogating all the
members of the family.

Bholanath has two more
daughters - Karishma and

Triveni, who had gone to sleep at
their grandfather's house.
Bholanath's father Rajbhar
Yadav had come to Kumhari
about 20 years ago and had
started farming by taking farms
on contract. Rajbhar and his
sons had taken 2-3 vegetable
farms in this area on contract.
Rajbhar stated that everything
was fine when he visited
Bholanath's place around 21:30
hrs on Wednesday. When
Bholanath did not respond to
phone calls on Thursday morn-
ing, Rajbhar again visited the
farms and found his son lying in
the fields. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava claimed that the case
will be solved soon.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2299::  The PG
Department of Botany, St
Thomas College, organized a
10 days Certificate Program on
"Seed Sciences and
Technology" from September
12-22, 2022. This certificate
program stresses on enhanc-
ing the skill to become seed
analyst and to engage in seed
research development. The
program was inaugurated by
Dr Vinita Thomas, Ex HOD
Botany Department St Thomas
College, Bhilai. She gave a pro-
logue on Seed Science in a
very luminous way. She em-
phasized on the importance of
Seed Science and stressed on
various objectives, like  basic
perceptive of seed morphology
and physiology, the role of
seed in agriculture and

forestry, prologue to basic
technology used in seed indus-
try, and expansion of  skill to
assess the seed quality for cer-
tification.

Dr Jyoti Bakshi, Head of
Botany Department, gave her
key role by arranging the
Certificate Programme in an
amazingly smooth way. The re-

source persons of this pro-
gramme were Dr Jyoti Bakshi,
HOD PG Department of
Botany, St Thomas College, Dr
Suruchi Parkhey, Asst Prof, PG
Department of Botany, St
Thomas College, Dr Alok Sahu,
Asst Prof SoS Life Sciences, Pt
RSU, Raipur, Dr Balaram Sahu
Assistant Professor, Raipur,

Dev Narayan Patel Assistant
Professor PG Department of
Botany, St Thomas College,
Bhilai and Yasmin Hussain
Lecturer JB School Kawardha. 

The Chairman of the College
His Grace Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius, praised the initiative
taken by the PG Department of
Botany of St Thomas College
on developing a Certificate
Program on Seed Sciences and
Technology. Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese, Administrator of the
College also blessed and said
that there is a need to develop
good diversity of seeds and to
make available it to the farm-
ers so that they can accom-
plish the stipulate of food in a
levelled way. Principal Dr MG
Roymon of St Thomas College
congratulated the Department
of Botany for arranging the
certificate programme. 
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Bhilai, Sep 29:
Professional Activity Club
(PAC), Bhilai Institute of
Technology, Durg organ-
ized a Technical Paper
Presentation Competition
for the award of Young
Engineer (B Tech)/ Young
Technocrat (MCA)/ Young
Manager (MBA) as part of
Engineer's Day/Manager's
Day celebrations recently.
The Theme of Competition
was Smart Engineers for
Better World and Smart
Managerial Activities for
Better World for B
Tech/MCA and MBA re-
spectively.

The event started with
Saraswati Vandana and
Lamp Lighting in all nine
Departments, followed by
Official Welcome address,
brief introduction about
Engineer's Day/ Manager's
Day. The competition was
judged by 2 judges, one ex-

ternal judge from other de-
partment and one internal
judge from the host depart-
ment.

The Technical Paper
Presentation Competition
was conducted under the
able guidance of HODs Dr
SK Jaiswal, Dr Shiena
Shekhar, Dr Anupama
Huddar, Dr Sunita Soni, Dr
Ani Thomas, Dr Surekha

Busnur, Dr Naveen
Dewangan, Dr Urvashi
Shrivastava and depart-
mental

Coordinators Shikha
Verma, Dr Devesh
Shrivastava, Jitesh
Panigrahi, Nikita Ahuja,
PD Mishra, Neeraj Kharya,
Abhishek Kumar Agrawal,
Dolly Gautam, Dr Sheetal
Sharma of departments:

Civil Engineering/
M e c h a n i c a l
Engineering/Electrical
Engineering/Computer
Science and Engineering/
Information Technology &
Computer Applications/
Electrical and Electronics
Engineering / Electronics
and Telecommunications
Engineering / Management
respectively. The

Competition was conducted
in parallel in all nine de-
partments under the um-
brella of Professional
Activity Club, monitored by
Dr Jyothi Pillai, Professor
Incharge, PAC, BIT, Durg.

About 300 students par-
ticipated and about 120 pa-
pers were presented by stu-
dents of all departments.
Recent topics and knowl-
edge driven presentations
were portrayed by partici-
pants making the event a
grand success.

The success of the event
was a joint effort by all fac-
ulty members, staff mem-
bers and student volun-
teers of various depart-
ments. IP Mishra, Hony
Secy BIT, Dr Arun Arora,
Director, BIT, Durg, Dr
Mohan Gupta, Principal,
BIT, Durg and Dr Manisha
Sharma, Vice Principal,
BIT, Durg congratulated
the efforts of all
Departments.

BSP employees of I & A
Zone felicitated with Karm

Shiromani Award

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 29: Employees
belonging to
Instrumentation and
Automation zone of Bhilai
Steel Plant were felicitated
on September 27 with
'Karm Shiromani Puraskar'
for their exemplary work
performance under the
'Shiromani Puraskar
Yojana' of Bhilai Steel

Plant. The winners of
Karm Shiromani award (I
& A zone) include Seema
Kanwar, OCT of INCOS de-
partment. The norms of so-
cial distancing were fol-
lowed in conducting and
distribution of the prizes
during the function in the
wake of COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Asit Saha, CGM I/c
(M&U), Permanand
Maravi, GM

(Instrumentation), AM
Danny, GM
(Instrumentation), and MP
Singh, GM (INCOS)  pre-
sented the award winners
with a certificate of merit,
memento and appreciation
letter for the spouse of the
employee. The programme
was conducted by Girish
Kumar Madharia,
Assistant Manager
(Personnel - P&E Zone).

Company delivered resilient 
performance in the face of 

hurdles in FY22: SAIL Chairman
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 29: Steel
Authority of India Limited
(SAIL) held its 50th Annual
General Meeting, on
Wednesday at Company's
headquarter at Lodi Road,
New Delhi. Soma Mondal,
Chairman, SAIL addressed
the shareholders in the
meeting, held through a
virtual platform, informed
a press communique from
Bhilai Steel Plant, the local
SAIL unit.

It further informed that
Soma Mondal, in her ad-
dress, highlighted the
achievements of the
Company during 2021-22
while underlining the fu-
ture plan of the Company.
SAIL has posted its best
ever production perform-
ance by producing 18.733
million tonne (MT) of hot
metal and 17.366 MT of
crude Steel during FY'22.

The Company entered
for the first time into the
elite club of Indian

Companies having a
turnover above Rs. 1 lakh
crore. The turnover of Rs
1.03 lakh crore during FY'22
saw an astronomical
growth of more than 50%
over the previous best of
Rs. 68452 crore achieved
during FY'21. The increase
in turnover coupled with
improved operational per-
formance helped the
Company achieve its high-
est ever numbers in terms
of profitability. Describing
2022 as a milestone year for
the country as India com-
pleted 75 glorious years of
independence, she said "it
is an extraordinary mile-
stone in the journey of
modern India which as-
sumes further significance
in the light of India's pre-

paredness to gravitate for-
ward into India 2.0.SAIL is
prepared to contribute to
this growth story of India
by capitalizing on the in-
trinsic strength and re-
sources at disposal." 

The address also cov-
ered SAIL's role as a con-
scientious ethical corpo-
rate and the focus is on
meeting the ESG goals. In
times to come, SAIL would
be making many more in-
terventions with respect to
carbon emission to meet
the global standards. With
due emphasis on sustain-
ability, the Company is
continuously improving
upon its processes, prod-
uct basket, policies while
building an ambitious
roadmap for the future.

Huge cache of cannabis 
recovered from SUVs

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 29: A huge
cache of cannabis was re-
covered when it was being
smuggled from Orissa to
Maharashtra in two SUVs.
The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) team inter-
cepted the vehicle at mid-
night near Kumhari Toll
Plaza. About 300 kgs of
cannabis was recovered
from the secret compart-

ment built on the roof of
the vehicles. Value of the
seized cannabis is around
Rs 6 lakhs.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that the NCB
Indore Zone office had re-
ceived a specific tip off re-
garding the vehicles in
which cannabis was being
smuggled from Orissa to
Nagpur. The vehicles were
to travel across
Chhattisgarh to reach their

destination.
The NCB assisted by the

team of Kumhari Police
Station was secretly posi-
tioned at Kumhari Toll
Plaza right from the wee
hours of Wednesday. After
a long wait, the SUVs of
the smugglers reached
Kumhari around mid-
night. The vehicles were
intercepted and the drivers
were taken into custody.

On searching, police

found that the cannabis
packets were hidden be-
tween the roof and its insu-
lation sheet. The cops had
to cut the roof to recover
the narcotics.

The SUV drivers are
identified as Pampa
Pushpa Rao and Kodiria
Baburao, both residents of
Visakhapatnam. They
were driving the vehicles
bearing registration num-
bers OR24-B-6505 and

OR18-C-0855.
They had loaded the con-

signment from Malkangiri
in Orissa and had to deliver
it in Nagpur. They were to
receive Rs 50000 for trans-
porting the cannabis.

The NCB team interro-
gated the accused to expose
the entire racket. NCB will
produce the accused before
the court and will take
them to Indore on transit
remand.
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Professional Activity Club, BIT Durg organises
Technical Paper Presentation Competition

St Thomas College organises Certificate
Program on ‘Seed Sciences and Technology’
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Bhilai, Sep 29: On the holy
occasion of Navratri,
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions reverberated to
pulsating garba and
dandiya raas beats and
spectacular Navaratri
events. The festivities
usher in grand celebra-
tions after the pandemic.
The renewed energy is pal-
pable this year.
Preparations for Navratri
began much earlier at SRGI
with business as usual dur-
ing the day and dance ses-
sions later on. For this an-
nual event, the crowd was
at a feverish pitch.

Garba is the best thing
about Navratri, exclaim
students. The trend has
changed and folk music

has been replaced by or-
chestra and DJ music.
People from different com-
munities are also partici-
pating and, the scale has
only become bigger. The
euphoria when around
2,000 people dance at a
time on a huge garba stage
is incredible.

The night began at 18:00
hrs with the worshipping
of Goddess Durga. A live
performance by one of the
best music bands in the
state "Saif and Sohel"
made it all the more spe-
cial for the students with
his team. The LED speak-
ers blasted the first tunes

for the night, commanding
the students to forget
everything about their mo-
notonous lives. The lights
were dimmed to ensure a
thrilling atmosphere
where everyone danced to
the rhythmic dandiya
beats. On the trend chang-
ing from folk music to
rhythmic beats, young-
sters loved to dance ener-
getically to DJ beats. The
fun moments with friends
become a good memory.
Vanshika became garba
queen and Dipanshu be-
came garba king while
Tushar and Rajnandini
were awarded best
dandiya player titles.
Chairman of SRGI Sanjay
Rungta and Director Saket
Rungta wished everybody
a very happy Navratri.

Garba night held with fervour at
Sanjay Rungta Group of Institutions

Four of a family bludgeoned to death in Kumhari
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Raipur, Sep 29: Amazon
Great Indian Festival
(AGIF) 2022’ is live on
Amazon.in and is dedicat-
ed to sellers and partners
to reach millions of cus-
tomers across the country.
AGIF has over 2,000 new
product launches and a
wide selection from top
brands across categories.
As Raipur gears up for the
festivities, Amazon Pay
today announced that their
UPI instrument, followed
by everyday use cases like
money transfers and bill
payments have seen the
highest transactions in the
city during the festive sea-
son.

The first 36 hours of
AGIF 22’ witnessed more
than 500 million Indians
having access to cashback
and EMI offers on
Amazon.in with 50% more
customers opting for EMI

or Pay Later compared to
last year. Vikas Bansal,
Director, Amazon Pay
said,“At Amazon Pay, we
are humbled to serve our
customers by making digi-
tal payments trusted, con-
venient and rewarding.
The payment trends ob-
served in Raipur are a
clear testimony of cus-
tomers’ trust and adoption
across India. To meet the
diverse needs of our cus-
tomers we have introduced
several value propositions
including Amazon Pay
UPI, Amazon Pay Balance,
credit products – Amazon
Pay Later, Amazon Pay
ICICI co-branded credit
card, and more. Our aim is
to help our customers max-
imize their savings and
provide an unmatched pay-
ment experience during
the biggest celebration of
the year.”

Customers can enjoy convenient and
secure payments with Amazon Pay 

Raipur, Sep 29: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
presided over a meeting re-
garding Business Reform
Action Plan under the
Department of Industries
and Commerce held at
Mantralaya Mahanadi here
on Thursday. In the meet-
ing, various departments of
the state government,
under which the implemen-
tation of reform points
under the Business Reform
and Citizen Reform, were

discussed in detail. It was
informed in the meeting
that all the process under
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (Health
Card) has to be done online.
In this regard, the officials
were directed to take neces-
sary action at the earliest.
Instructions were given to
develop a single window
system for providing citi-
zen services through a sin-
gle portal. Under this, serv-
ices like birth, death certifi-

cate, electricity connection,
ration card, employment
registration are included.
In this meeting organized
through video conferenc-
ing, Agriculture
Department Secretary Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh, Special
Secretary Industries and
Commerce Mr. Himshikhar
Gupta along with Food
Civil Supplies and
Consumer Department,
Energy, Urban
Administration, Revenue,
Housing Environment,
Technical Education,
Labour Department and
Officers of other depart-
ments including
Environment Protection
Board participated.

Business Reform Action Plan meeting held BJP forms committee
to probe reported
suicide of tribal

Raipur, Sep 29: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday formed a com-
mittee to probe into report-
ed suicide of tribal
Budhram Baiga of village
Kukudur in Kawardha
District. BJP Office
Secretary Naresh Gupta in-
formed that senior tribal
leader Nand Kumar Sai,
BJP Vice President
Shivratan Sharma, BJP
General Secretary Vijay
Sharma, ST Morcha chief
Vikas Markam, Kawardha
BJP President Anil Kumar
Thakur and Videshiram
Dhruv are part of the inves-
tigation team.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 29: A late
onslaught by ace all-
rounder Irfan Pathan
scoring 37 runs from just
12 balls and unbeaten
half century from fellow
opener Naman Ojha
helped India Legends reg-
ister a five-wicket win
over heavy-weights
Australia Legends in the
Road Safety World Series
semi-final at Naya Raipur
stadium to enter into the
final of the tournament.

Chasing the target of
172 runs, the Indian
Legends were struggling

at one stage with just 125
runs for 5 wickets in the
16th over as former
greats including Sachin
Tendulkar, Yuvraj Singh,
Suresh Raina and Yusuf
Pathan fell cheaply. It
was wicket -keeper bats-
men Naman Ojha who
had been controlling the
innings from one end
and scored 90 runs from
62 runs.

However, it was ar-
rival of Irfan Pathan at
crease which ensured
victory for India. He
scored a quick-fire 37
runs with the help of 4
sixes and 2 fours in his 12
balls innings. Indian
Legends would now play
final match on October 1.

Irfan-Ojha seal 5 wickets
win for Legends 

in RSWS semi-final

Agrawal inaugurates state level
school sports competition

Raipur, Sep 29: Revenue
and Disaster Management
Minister Jaisingh Agrawal
inaugurated the school
sports competition at CSEB
football ground in Korba,
district headquarter. He en-
couraged the participants
from all over the state to
participate in the competi-
tion. The competition is
being organised in Korba

from  September 27th to
30th. In the competition,
school children of 14 to 19
years from across the state
are participating in tennis,
cricket, kick boxing, foot-
ball, Gatka games. At the
launch of the competition,
Revenue Minister Agrawal
said that for physical and
mental development, a state
level school sports competi-

tion is being organized by
involving school children in
sports activities.

Children are participat-
ing in different disciplines
in this competition. In the
inauguration ceremony,
Mayor of Municipal
Corporation Korba
Rajkishore Prasad,
President of District
Panchayat Shivkala

Kanwar, Collector Sanjeev
Jha, CEO of District
Panchayat Nutan Kanwar
and Chairman of
Municipal Corporation
Korba Shyam Sundar Soni,
Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation
Prabhakar Pandey, District
Education Officer G.P.
Bharadwaj and residents
were present.

Revenue cases be sorted out 
within time limit: Collector

Raipur, Sep 29: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Bhure has
clearly instructed all the
Revenue Officers to resolve
the revenue matters within
the stipulated time-limit as
far as possible for the con-
venience and problems of
the citizens. He asked to re-
solve all the undisputed
mutation, division, demar-
cation, revenue collection
and diversion etc. cases re-
lated to land within the
stipulated time-limit in the
meeting of Revenue
Officers, held recently.

Farmers, villagers or
any other citizen should
not have to visit the offices
unnecessarily for their
land related matters, so all
the cases should be re-
solved in time-limit in pub-
lic interest, he said at the
meeting. The Collector di-
rected to organize camps in
the urban bodies for the re-
newal of nazool land patta
(lease). He directed to expe-
dite the disposal of applica-
tions received under Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin Bhumihin
Krishi Mazdoor Sahayata

Yojana.
Dr Bhure also asked to

expedite the survey work
for the registration of
Other Backward Classes
and Economically Weaker
Sections. He directed the
revenue officers to do phys-
ical verification of all
pending cases and dispose

them in priority order and
monitor it every week. Dr
Bhure also directed the
revenue officers to resolve
the applications received
through Jan Seva Kendras
for making certificates of
income, caste, residence
etc. within the time-limit
prescribed by the govern-

ment. Municipal
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, Additional
Collector Virendra
Bahadur Panchbhai, rev-
enue officers of all sub-di-
visions, Tehsildars and
revenue officers posted in
the collector’s office were
present.

Newer techniques to treat CAD
with precision: Dr Jain

Raipur, Sep 29: Coronary
artery disease (CAD), a
narrowing of the heart’s
coronary arteries due to
severe blockages in the
form of plaque, is one of
the most common form of
heart disease. The mortali-
ty rate in this disease
ranges from 10 to 25 per-
cent. Plaque is made up of
cholesterol, fat, and waste
cells from our blood. It is
caused due to irregular
routine and eating habits.

If coronary artery dis-
ease is not treated, it can
completely block blood
flow, increasing the risk of
heart attack or heart fail-
ure. When the blockage is
less than it can be cured
with some medicines and
regular routine changes. If
the blockage is severe, the
patient may require angio-
plasty or surgical interven-
tion. Now the use of ad-

vanced procedures of car-
diac science has enabled
patients to choose appro-
priate treatment options
such as medical therapy or
the right decision regard-
ing coronary angioplasty
or bypass surgery, said Dr.
Pranay Anil Jain,
Interventional cardiolo-
gist, Raipur . It helps to
take State-of-the-art tests to
help interventional cardi-
ologists to decide whether
to use new techniques

such as rota-ablation and
shockwave therapy before
stenting, he added

IVUS: Intravascular
Ultrasound  technique is
similar to endoscopy. In
this technique a wire is in-
serted into the patient’s ar-
tery on which the camera
is mounted. This helps to
see the blockage. This tech-
nique shows the narrow-
ing of the artery, the length
and stiffness of the block-
age, and the calcium stored
in the artery. Not only this,
after stenting the patient
whether the implantation
is correct or not, it can also
be known by this tech-
nique. IVUS involves the
use of a transducer to gen-
erate sound-waves that
strike the walls of the ar-
teries and convert the re-
sulting echo into the pic-
ture. OCT is an optical im-
aging technique that uses

infrared light to visualize
the inside of blood vessels
and determine the type
and extent of plaque.
Along with this, it also
gives an accurate assess-
ment of the size, expan-
sion and correct opening of
the stent.

New techniques are
more effective and result-
oriented in coronary ar-
tery disease and help the
patient decide on the best
option between medical
therapy, angioplasty or by-
pass surgery. Shockwave
intravascular lithotripsy
(IVL) is a novel device used
in patients with calcified
blockages. It is a new op-
tion for the treatment of
calcified blockages in
which interventional car-
diologists can correct se-
vere blockages without
any complications with
conventional instruments.

No case of lumpy skin disease in the state so far

Raipur, Sep 29: No case of
lumpy skin disease in cattle
has been reported in the
state so far. In view of the
current scenario, the field
staff of the veterinary de-

partment has jumped into
action mode. They are con-
tinuously visiting the vil-
lages in different parts of
the state, creating aware-
ness among the cattle own-
ers to prevent the spread of
lumpy disease in cattle
there.

In Chhattisgarh, animal
vaccination drive is also in
progress. LSD in-charge Dr.
Shartiya informed that so
far 3.67 lakh animals have
been vaccinated in the
state, against the target of
8.20 lakh animal vaccina-
tions.

As the cases of lumpy
skin disease among cattle
started making it to the
headlines from different
states of the country, imme-
diate instructions were is-
sued in Chhattisgarh to
take all kinds of preventive
measures for safety of the
livestock in the state.
Chhattisgarh has 18 of its
districts bordering other
states. And to prevent in-
coming of sick animals

from these states, check
posts have been set up in 85
border villages. Moreover,
organizing of cattle fairs
has been banned in these
villages, and the middle-
men are also being moni-
tored.

It is noteworthy that
Lumpy Skin Disease is a
viral infectious disease
spreading among the cattle,
especially cows and buf-
faloes. The main carriers of
this disease are mosquitoes,
flies and mites, through
which this infection
spreads to healthy animals.
Animal suffering from this
disease show the symptoms
of moderate fever for 02 to
03 days, after which round
lumps start appearing on
their skin. Fever for pro-
longed period of time ad-
versely affects the appetite
of the animals, thereby re-
ducing their milk produc-
tion capacity, strength and
overall efficiency. Diseased
animals recover in two to
three weeks. But due to

physical weakness, milk
production is affected for
several weeks.

No case of this disease
has been reported in the
state so far. As a precaution,
organizing of cattle fairs
and haat-bazaars has been
temporarily banned in the
districts. In the border vil-
lages, Got-Pask Vaccine is
being administered to the
cattle, as a preventative
measure.

Adequate medicines have
been arranged in the re-
gional institutions to pro-
vide immediate medical fa-
cilities in case any animal
is found infected with this
disease.

Besides, sufficient budget
has been allocated to the
districts for crisis manage-
ment, running preventive
vaccination drive and for
procurement of vaccines
on time. Livestock owners
have been advised to spray
anti-bacterial disinfectants
in their cattle-shed to pre-
vent this disease.

Health Department committed 
to serve the people: Singh Deo

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 29: Health
and Family Welfare
Minister  T.S. Singh Deo
reviewed the departmen-
tal works in a review
meeting held at a private
hotel here. In the review
meeting that lasted from
morning till late evening,
the minister reviewed
the various schemes and
programs run by the
Health Department dis-
trict-wise and gave neces-
sary instructions for
their improvement.
Secretary of Health
Department Prasanna R.,

Director of Health
Services Bhim Singh,
Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan,
Managing Director of
CGMSC Abhijit Singh,
Director, Epidemic
Control Dr. Subhash
Mishra and Chief
Medical and Medical
Officers of all districts,
Health officers and civil
surgeons were also pres-
ent.

In the review meeting,
Health Minister  Singh
Deo directed to provide
quality health services to
the people. He said that
health facilities are in-
creasing in the hospitals
of the state. Continuous
work is being done to pro-
vide better healthcare to
the citizens. He said that
the Health Department is
committed to serve the

people to its fullest poten-
tial and all necessary
services will be provided
to residents here.

The Health Minister
specially reviewed the ex-
isting health services of
all the districts as well as
the availability of
human resources, equip-
ment and medicines
there. He gave instruc-
tions for proper care and
maintenance of oxygen
pipelines and oxygen
plants built during the
Corona period. He also
directed to send maxi-
mum cases of claim
amount for treatment of
IPD patients to all level
hospitals for payment.

The Health Minister
asked CGMSC
(Chhattisgarh Medical
Services Corporation) to
expeditiously complete
the progressing works in

all the divisions of the
state including Bastar di-
vision. He also inquired
about the supply of medi-
cines in the hospitals by
CGMSC. Singh Deo said
that all medicines should
be procured on time and
they should be accessible
to the general public
through hospitals. He di-
rected all the CMHOs to
inspect the drug ware-
house at least once a
month. This will give
them accurate informa-
tion about the stock of
medicines and they will
be able to send indents to
CGMSC accordingly. He
instructed to make avail-
able the medicine to the
pregnant women with
calcium deficiency. In
case of shortage of calci-
um medicine, it should
be purchased and sup-
plied locally.

Transparent admn, RTI are necessary
to keep democracy alive:  Uikey

Raipur, Sep 29: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey released
the booklet based on the
compilation of “Important
Decisions” of
Chhattisgarh State
Information Commission
(CSIC) at Raj Bhavan on
Wednesday. She said that
transparent administra-
tion and right to informa-
tion available to the gen-
eral public are necessary
to keep democracy alive.
This strengthens our
democracy. In a democra-
cy, the people have the
right to know about the
activities of the adminis-
tration. On this occasion,
Chief Information

Commissioner M.K. Raut,
former Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner Sergius
Minz, State Information
Commissioner Ashok
Kumar Agrawal, Manoj
Trivedi, Dhanvendra
Jaiswal, former State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner, S.K.
Tiwari and Secretary,
Chhattisgarh State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner, Anand
Masih, Deputy Secretary
to Governor, Deepak
Kumar Agrawal were
present. Governor Uikey
appreciated the initiative
taken by the State
Information Commission
to publish the compila-
tion of important deci-
sions and said that public
information officers
would get maximum ben-
efit from this compilation

along with the general
public. The State
Information Commission
is the highest authority
related to the Right to
Information in the state,
so this book will play the
role of a guide in this
matter. The Governor
said that there are many
tribal dominated districts
in the state of
Chhattisgarh, special
training sessions should
be organised in those
areas also so that the pub-
lic information officers
posted there can get bet-
ter information about the
rules and procedures. She
directed to make arrange-
ments to make this book
available at the district
level also. Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner  M.K. Raut
gave information about
the work, achievements,

number of cases and their
resolution since the estab-
lishment of Chhattisgarh
State Information
Commission. He said that
from the year 2005 to the
year 2022, 67 thousand
cases have been regis-
tered, out of which 56
thousand cases have been
resolved. Important 136
judgments have been in-
cluded in the book.

Raut informed that by
organising workshops for
Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers at divi-
sional level and district
level, detailed informa-
tion about Right to
Information Act 2005 is
being given.

He said that under sec-
tion 4 (1) (b) of the Act,
every public authority
has to computerize its offi-
cial activities and upload
it on the website so that
the general public can
easily get information
about departmental activ-
ities and transparency in
administration is main-
tained. Due to the upload-
ing of departmental infor-
mation in the website, it
becomes easily available
to the public.
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 Governor releases
booklet on
‘Important Decision’
of  CSIC

Health Minister
reviewed health
services with senior
departmental and
field officials

Vaccination of cat-
tle in progress 

Till date, 3.67 lakh
animals have been
vaccinated

Cattle owners are
being informed
about the measures
to prevent lumpy
skin infection in
their livestock

Temporary check
posts installed in 85
border villages to
monitor and pre-
vent the movement
of cattle from other
states

For convenience of
people; action to 
continue on illegal
plotting

More than 1000
‘Khasras’ blocks so far

Out of the total revenue
cases registered in the dis-
trict, 89 percent cases
have been resolved. Now
only about 11 percent of
the cases in the district
are left pending for re-
dressal. In the revenue
courts of the district, 1
lakh 11 thousand 761
cases have been regis-
tered for action. Of them,
99 thousand 505 cases
have been resolved.
Moreover 12 thousand 256
cases are still pending for
disposal either due to lack
of documents or non-ap-
pearance of the parties in
the court on time or situa-
tion of serious dispute on
the matters. The
Collector set a target of
resolving more than two
thousand cases in the

next one month and in-
structed to take action ac-
cording to the action plan.
He also asked to make spe-
cial efforts in resolving
revenue cases pending for
two to five years in Raipur
and Arang revenue sec-
tions.

Action to continue on
illegal plotting

The Collector directed
all the revenue sub-divi-
sional officers, Tehsildars
and officials of urban
bodies to take strict action
against illegal plotting.
One thousand three
‘Khasras’ have been
blocked in the district
under action against ille-
gal plotting in the last
four months, it was in-
formed. The purchase-
sale-registry of about five

hundred acres of land
recorded in these Khasras
has also been banned.
Maximum 230 Khasras
have been blocked in
Abhanpur tehsil. This ac-
tion has been taken
against illegal plotting on
more than 150 acres of
land in Abhanpur. Taking
action on illegal plotting
on about 134 acres of land
of 207 Khasras in Raipur
Tehsil, the purchase, sale
and registry has been re-
stricted. Continuous ac-
tion has been taken
against illegal ploting in
Raipur Municipal
Corporation area also.
The purchase and sale of
about 103 acres of land of
398 Khasras in the munic-
ipal area has been re-
stricted.

Disposal of revenue cases
accelerated in Raipur district

Raipur, Sep 29: Like every
year, Hira Group Sports and
Cultural Association is pro-
posing to commence
SURESH AGRAWAL MEMO-
RIAL CORPORATE CRICK-
ET TOURNAMENT - a limit-
ed over Cricket Tournament
between Corporate bodies
from 3rdWeek of November,
2022at Hira Group Sports
Ground, Opposite Ram
Vatika, Near Urja Park, VIP

Road, Raipur.The
Tournament will be playing
with Tennis Ball in the for-
mat of 32 teams.

This Tournament has
gained a huge success with
an enthusiastic participation
by various corporate bodies
since last 12 years. The
Tourney will be played on
knockout basis, for which, all
32 teams have been divided
into 8 groups. Total number

of 63 matches will be played
to decide the winner and run-
ner-up of the tournament.
There will be 12 overs match
for league round, pre-quarter
& quarter final matches will
be of 15 overs and the semi-
final & final will be of 20
overs match. There are num-
ber of trophies and cash
awards for the winner and
runners ups, semi-finalists
and best players in each cate-

gory as well as for the Man of
the Tournament.The winner
team& runners up will be
awarded with a cash prize 
of Rs 1,51,000& 75,000 respec-
tively.

Interested Corporate
teams who are willing to par-
ticipate in this Tournament
can contact 0771-4082762 /
4082706 or
hira.corporate@gmail.com /
corporate@hiragroup.com.

Suresh Agrawal Memorial Hira Corporate Cricket Tourney soon
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Masturi, Sep 29: A public
hearing program to open a
coal washery was conduct-
ed by the regional office of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board(CEPB) in village
Bhaneshar on Wednesday

at Shri Ram Cricket
Stadium ground in village
Khaira. Coal washery is
being set up by Horizon
Coal Beneficiation Private
Limited in Gram
Panchayat Bhaneshar lo-
cated under Janpad

Panchayat area Masturi.
In this context a public
hearing was conducted in
which residents of de-
pendent villages including
village Bhaneshar,
Paraghat, Jairamnagar,
Khaira, Khudubhatha,

Bhadaura, Kisan Parsada,
Limtara, Kotmisunar,
Ameri, Kasaundi, Bhilai,
Kosamdih, Karumahu,
Raseda, Kalyanpur,
Pepper Shakti, Beltukri,
Eramsahi, Raliya were in-
vited to attend the public
hearing. Public hearing
program was to be organ-
ized in the presence of vil-
lagers of Gataura, Karra,
Limtara, Dheka, Masturi
and Kirari, but after gen-
eral protest among vil-
lagers of few villages, the
public hearing program
for opening coal washery
was completed. During
this, unemployed people of
the area demanded em-
ployment. Regional
Officer Devvrat Mishra
from the Environment
Department was present
in this public hearing pro-
gram.

CEPB conducts public hearing for coal washery  

Bilaspur, Sep 29: The
Chhattisgarh High Court
on Wednesday set aside
the Central
Administrative Tribunal’s
(CAT) order of granting
conditional relief to IPS
officer Mukesh Gupta and
quashing the state govern-
ment’s order to cancel his
promotion.

The division bench of
Chief Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami and Justice
Deepak Kumar Tiwari
quashed the CAT’s order
and allowed the state gov-
ernment’s writ petition
against it citing the pro-
motion of the officer was
against the norms, said
Deputy Advocate General
Jitendra Pali, who ap-
peared for the state. In
2017, the Chhattisgarh gov-

ernment (then headed by
the BJP) had decided to
create three posts of the
rank of Special Director
General/Director General
(ex-cadre) and accordingly
sent a letter on December 4
that year to the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) seek-
ing concurrence, which is
mandatory, for filling up
the posts, he said.

Though the government
of India refused to grant
concurrence, three posts
of DGP were created for a
temporary period of two
years starting January 1,
2018 to December 31, 2019
and at the same time, a
fresh proposal was sent by
the state to the MHA seek-
ing its concurrence, he
said. Meanwhile Gupta, a
1988-batch IPS officer, and

two others were on
October 6, 2018 to DGP
rank from Additional DGP
on temporary basis await-
ing concurrence from the
Centre, he said.

Again, the Centre de-
nied concurrence, and
after the change of guard
in Chhattisgarh, the state
government cancelled the
order of creation of three
ex-cadre posts and promo-
tion in September 2019.

Challenging the state
government’s order, Gupta
filed an application in the
CAT. The CAT quashed the
state government’s cancel-
lation order holding the
promotion granted to
Gupta as valid and direct-
ed the state to grant conse-
quential benefits as are
permissible under the

rules and laws.
Subsequently, the state
government filed a writ
petition challenging the
CAT’s order before the di-
vision bench of the HC,
Pali said.

The hearing on the peti-
tion concluded on
September 6, while the
judgment was delivered on
Wednesday. The HC in its
order said, “...In any case,
the period of the ex-cadre
posts created, even other-
wise, would have expired
on December 31, 2019 and
therefore, the promotion
could not have been con-
tinued on such ex-cadre
posts, at any rate, beyond
the date.” “It is not a case
where an officer having
been promoted in a cadre
post had been demoted to a

lower post. There is no in-
herent right to continue in
an ex-cadre post, creation
of which itself was not in
tune with the process initi-
ated by the state govern-
ment and therefore, if the
state later on rectifies the
same, no fault can be at-
tributed to the state for
taking such a step,” it said.

The order of the CAT is
set aside. Resultantly, the
writ petition is allowed, it
said.

Gupta is under suspen-
sion since February 2019
after a First Information
Report (FIR) was regis-
tered against him for al-
legedly intercepting tele-
phone calls during the
Nagrik Apurti Nigam
scam investigation, offi-
cials said.

HC sets aside CAT’s order in IPS officer promotion case
Surajpur, Sep 29: At a
madarsa in village
Bhavrahi of Bhaithan
block one student was
found to be hanging from
the fan of room’s ceiling
and in this connection two
muslim clerics have been
arrested for their alleged
involvement in this inci-
dent. Meanwhile police is
investigating the matter
and an administrative
team also reached the
madarsa in this connec-
tion. It needs to be men-
tioned here, on Monday a
15-year-old girl who is a res-
ident of village Gobha  and
studying in this madarsa
was found to be hanging in
the hostel room. When the
information was given to

family  members they
reached  Bhavrahi.
Alleging murder of their
daughter by Muslim cler-
ics , family members  de-
manded to carry out probe.
According to the family
members, their daughter
had been thrashed. They
created chaos and only
after two doctor team car-
ried out postmortem they
accepted the dead body.

The police after registering
a case has arrested two
Muslim cleric. Meanwhile
Nayab Tehslidar Sunita
Bharadwaj, DEO and other
officials also reached
madarsa on Thursday and
submitted their probe re-
port to the  district official.
In their report too Muslim
clerics  have been held re-
sponsible for the death of
child.

Two Muslim clerics arrested in
connection with student’s death

Birkoni, Sep 29: The
‘Sharadiya Navratri’ festi-
val began last on Monday
and now the devotees
would be busy in prayers
and obeisance to Goddess
Durga for next nine-days.

On the first day of
‘Navratri’, the installation
of idols of Goddess Durga
continued from morning
till evening. During this
there was lot of enthusi-
asm among the devotees.

It is right since morn-
ing, the devotees started
offering sacred water in
the temples and
‘Shaktipeets’ and offered
prayers seeking ‘mataji’s
blessings. The temple and
‘pandals’ of Goddess
Durga were seen resonat-
ing with slogans in favour
of Goddess Durga. The

members of ‘Ganeshotsav’
samitis took out proces-
sion along with drum
beats and DJ on religious
songs to install idols of
Goddess Durga. The idols
of Goddess Jagdamaba
has been installed in about
a dozen places all over
Birkoni city. The devotees
offered prayers to the idol
of Goddess at Bazar
Chowk in Barbaspur.
Similarly idols of Goddess
Durga has been installed
at three places in Badgaon.
The villagers also offer
prayers daily to idols of
Goddess at Acharidih in
Bazar Chowk. Similarly
massive stall of idols of
Goddess Durga has been
created in Kampa Chowk
and Bazar Chowk and
Bhatapara.

Prayers offered to Goddess Jagdamba
Installed at more than dozen places in Birkoni

Koriya, Sep 29: The meet-
ing of District Level
Revision Committee
(DLRC) and District Level
Advisory Committee
(DLCC) under the chair-
manship of Collector
Kuldeep Sharma was held
on 26 September in the
Collectorate Hall. In the
meeting, the Collector
while reviewing the
progress of the Kisan
Credit Card issue said that
KCC camps are being or-
ganized in all the coopera-
tive societies in the district
and concerned banks
should cooperate in fulfill-
ing the set target by regis-
tering active participation
in this process. He asked
the Central Cooperative
Bank for special participa-
tion and after the forma-
tion of KCC, the approval
and disbursement of loan
case by the bank would also
be reviewed in the next
meeting. While discussing
the decisions taken in the
cabinet meeting in the agri-
culture sector, he said that a
provision has been made
for the eligibility of loans to
the Department of
Fisheries, Horticulture and

Livestock. According to
the decision taken in the
cabinet meeting, the draft
amendment in the interest
subsidy rule on cooperative
loans of farmers was ap-
proved. According to
which small and marginal
farmers will get short term
loan up to Rs 3 lakh without
interest for horticulture
works, fisheries and cow
rearing. The Collector also
appealed to all the bank of-
ficials to make people
aware of digital frauds by
organizing financial litera-
cy camps in the meeting.
He appealed to organize
awareness camps in coordi-
nation with the district ad-
ministration to make peo-
ple aware on digital fraud.
Similarly, he also gave nec-
essary directions to ensure
help to the beneficiaries by
taking prompt action on
cases like Mudra loan ap-
plications, double authen-
ticity, and insurance
claims. CEO, District
Panchayat Shri Kunal
Dudawat, Lead Bank
Manager Shri Vikas Gupta
and officers of all the banks
were present in the meet-
ing.

DLRC and DLCC
meeting concludes

Konta, Sep 29: The sec-
ond year of Maa
Danteshwari Yuva Durga
Utsav Samiti, Triveni
Sangam, situated on the
banks of Shabari Mata, in
the spiritual city of
Konta, on the auspicious
occasion of Sharad

Navratri, a huge pandal
has been built in the form
of Tirupati Balaji temple.

‘Meena Bazar’ has also
been organized by the
Maa Danteshwari Yuva
Durga Utsav Samiti Konta
for the entertainment of
the children and the resi-
dents. Along with this,
Kheer Puri distribution
has also been organized
for the residents of the
city till the new days.

Huge pandal has been built in the
form of Tirupati Balaji temple 

 On the auspicious
occasion of 
Sharad Navratri

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  SSeepp  2299:: SP Dhamtari
has issued instructions to take
up ‘Visual Policing’ in order to
put effective check on increas-
ing crime and maintain law &
order. SP Prashant Thakur see-
ing the heavy rush on third day
Navratri gave instructions to
ensure full security arrange-
ments from Makai Chowk to
Vindhyavasani Mandir and
directed the Traffic in-Charge,
TI Dhamtari and Arjuni to take
up regular patrolling in their

areas in the evening hours. All
the TIs were directed to con-
duct patrolling on foot in the
crowded areas and he directed
the TI to stop movement of
four-wheelers inside the ‘Sadar
Bazar’ area. Similarly he asked
to conduct regular patrlling in
‘Makai Garden’ and in
‘Choupati’ and check those
found to be suspicious. During
this DSP Sarika Vaidh and TI K
Devraju and other officers
were present.

SP asks all TIs to ensure
effective checking

Dhamtari, Sep 29: MLA
Ranjana Dipendra Sahu
paid courtesy call to
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo in context of complete
renovation of Government
Hospital, opening of trau-
ma centre in it and with
demand for ICU and Neo-
Natal Unit (NNU) and
other demands and urged
him to fulfill the same at
the earliest.

MLA Sahu in a press re-
lease held the need to bet-
ter the health services in
Dhamtari. She informed
Health Minister that the
country under leadership
of PM Narendra Modi has
carried out massive works
without any differences to
provide better health serv-
ices to patients. During

Corona period he ensured
construction of Oxygen
plants in all the hospital
from PM Cares Fund and
the benefits of which was
provided to all from
Dhamtari.

MLA informed Singh
Deo that under PM Free of
Cost Dialysis programme,
got the Dialysis unit con-
structed in the District
Hopsital, but the state gov-
ernment’s health depart-

ment is not paying any at-
tention towards it. Further
MLA informed Singh Deo
that there is need to up-
grade the existing District
Hospital in Dhamtari, but
due to lack of health offi-
cers and qualified doctors,
there are many hindrances
encountered. She brought
this to the knowledge of
Health Minister and urged
her to carry out complete
renovation of Hospital’s
building and start a
‘Trauma Centre’ and com-
plete the pending works at
the earliest. She also urged
to start a new ICU and Neo-
Natal ICU in the hospital,
so as to pass on maximum
health services and bene-
fits to people of Dhamtari
district.

MLA demands complete 
renovation of District Hospital
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SECURITY CHECK

Security personnel frisk a passenger at a bus stand, after a blast in a parked bus in
Udhampur, in Jammu district, Thursday. 

WORLD RABBIES DAY

A dog is vaccinated against rabies vaccine on the occasion of World Rabies Day at the Tamil Nadu Veterinary
University Hospital in Chennai, Thursday.

BRIEF

Factory fire 
 Jabalpur: Six work-

ers were injured after
a fire broke out at
Ordnance Factory
Khamaria (OFK) near
Jabalpur in Madhya
Pradesh on early
Thursday morning, a
senior official said.
The fire, which start-
ed in a building inside
the factory during the
melting of explosives
around 2.30 am has
been extinguished,
OFK joint general
manager and
spokesperson Dinesh
Kumar told PTI.

Ammonia leak 
 Aligarh: Fifty nine

workers fell ill after an
accidental leakage of
ammonia gas at a
meat processing plant
on the outskirts of
Aligarh city on
Thursday morning, a
senior official said.
Six people including
owner of the meat
plant at Taklaspur
area have been arrest-
ed. All the workers are
out of danger and an
inquiry has been or-
dered into the inci-
dent that happened in
the Rorawar police
station area, District
Magistrate Inder Veer
Singh said.

Suicide
 Shahjahanpur: A

couple allegedly com-
mitted suicide by
hanging from a ceiling
fan here on Thursday
over harassment by
money lenders, police
said on Thursday. The
deceased were identi-
fied as Satish Chandra
(42) and his wife
Mansa Devi (40), resi-
dents of Basant Vihar
Colony, Additional
Superintendent of
Police (City) Sanjay
Kumar said. While
Chandra was found
hanging from the fan
his wife was found
lying on the bed with a
noose around her
neck, he said.

Injured
 New Delhi: Two girls

were injured after the
wall of a temple in
southwest Delhi’s
Kishangarh collapsed
on them, police said
on Thursday.
According to police,
the incident took
place on Wednesday
when the girls were
passing by a 
temple and its wall
caved in on them.

Approve
 Jaipur: The Rajasthan

Government has ap-
proved a financial pro-
posal of Rs 119.32 crore
for various road con-
struction and develop-
ment works in the
state. According to an
official statement,
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has given the fi-
nancial approval. With
the approval, 46 works
like bridge construc-
tion, new roads con-
struction, road widen-
ing, strengthening, as-
phaltization and re-
pair works and recon-
struction of dilapidat-
ed roads will be started
in different districts in
a time bound 
manner, it said.

Expelled Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Balwant Singh
Mankotia being greeted by

Jammu BJP President
Ravinder Raina during a
press event at BJP HQ in

New Delhi, Thursday. 

Chandigarh, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Haryana will develop
the largest jungle safari
park outisde Africa, the
state government said on
Thursday.

The 10,000-acre curated
safari park will come up in
the Aravalli range and
cover parts of Gurugram
and Nuh districts.

“This project will be the
largest such project in the
world,” the government
statement claimed.

At present, Sharjah is
home to the largest curat-
ed safari park outside
Africa. Opened in
February 2022, the
Sharjah Safari covers an
area of about 2,000 acres.

“The proposed Aravalli
park would be five times

more this size and it would
include a large herpetari-
um (a zoological exhibi-
tion space for reptiles and
amphibians), aviary/bird
park, four zones for big
cats, a large area for herbi-
vores, an area for exotic
animal birds, an underwa-
ter world, nature trails,
visitors, tourism zones,
botanical gardens, biomes,
equatorial, tropical,
coastal, desert, etc,” the
government claimed in
the statement.

Union Minister for
Forest, Environment and
Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav and
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar vis-
ited Sharjah Safari in this
regard, the state govern-
ment said. Khattar

reached Dubai on a day’s
visit on Wednesday.

Upon his return on
Thursday, Khattar said the
NCR region of Haryana
had immense potential for
the development of a jun-
gle safari.

The Jungle safari
scheme will not only boost
tourism but also provide
employment opportuni-
ties to local residents, he
said.

“The Jungle safari proj-
ect of Haryana would be a
joint project of the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change and the Haryana
government. Under the
scheme, the central gov-
ernment will also provide
funds to Haryana for the
project,” said Khattar.

Haryana to develop 
largest safari outside Africa

Spread over 10,000 acres

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) has opposed in the
Delhi High Court the plea
of a Kashmiri woman
separatist leader chal-
lenging the attachment of
her mother-in-law’s
house, saying the proper-
ty was utilised for “terror
activities” and even for
celebrating “Pakistan
Day.” The agency, in its
reply, claimed that the at-
tached house was used as
the office of proscribed
terrorist organisation
D u k h t a r a n - E - M i l l a t
(DEM) by Aasiya
Andrabi, and anti-India
speeches were made and
pro-Pakistani slogans
were chanted at the meet-
ings held there. NIA said
that besides the distribu-
tion of insurrectionary
material, the Pakistani
flag was also unfurled on
its premises to profess

Kashmir as part of
Pakistan and India as an
aggressor. Andrabi, who
was chief of the banned
outfit Dukhtaran-e-Milat
(Daughters of Nation),
had approached the high
court in August against a
trial court order which
refused to interfere with
the attachment of the
house by NIA. NIA re-
sponded that the house,
which was used for “acts
of terror coupled with
propaganda to destabilize
the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of India”, was
“proceeds of terrorism”
and the attachment was
done after following due
procedure.

The agency said that
Andrabi used social
media platforms to
spread insurrectionary
imputations and hateful
speeches for endangering
the integrity, security, and
sovereignty of India, and
thirty-nine cases are reg-

istered against her under
various laws in Jammu
and Kashmir. It clarified
that even though the
house was in the name of
Andrabi’s mother-in-law,
there are “significant
numbers of incriminat-
ing videos and photos” to
show persons “openly ad-
vocating secession of
Jammu and Kashmir
from the Union of India
from this attached
house”. “She along with
her associates regularly
celebrated Pakistan Day’
at her residence situated
at Zair Number 34/1, 35/1,
Iqbal Colony, 90 Feet
Road, Soura PO-
Naushera, PSSoura,
Srinagar wherein anti-
India speeches/slogans
were made, insurrec-
tionary material were dis-
tributed and pro-
Pakistani slogans were
chanted along with un-
furling of Pakistani flag
to profess that Kashmir is

a part of Pakistan and
that India is an aggres-
sor,” the reply filed re-
cently claimed.

“It was established that
premises mentioned
above has been used for
holding meetings to com-
mit unlawful activities
and terrorist activities
followed by Dukhtaran-E-
Millat. As per sections
2(g) and 2 (h) of the
UAPA, the above-said
house clearly comes
under “proceeds of ter-
rorism” as the house was
being used for spreading
terrorism and for the pur-
pose of a terrorist organi-
zation,” the reply said.

Andrabi was arrested
in 2018 by the NIA for the
alleged commission of of-
fences under the Indian
Penal Code, including
sedition, waging war
against the country, and
the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA).

NIA opposes before HC Kashmiri woman separatist’s plea

Hyderabad, Sep 29: 

Campaigning for the
Government of India’s
Swachh Bharat Mission,
National Miner NMDC or-
ganized a Swachhata
Event at Sanchi, Madhya
Pradesh from September
27-29, 2022. Celebrating a
United India for
Swachhata, as part of the
o n g o i n g

AzadikaAmritMahotsav,
NMDC led the Cleanliness
Movement at the Heritage
Site Sanchi Stupa. Leaders
from the Madhya Pradesh
Government – Tulsi
Silawat, Water Resource
Minister; Dr Prabhuram
Choudhary, Public Health
and Family Welfare
Minister; Bharat Singh
Kushwah, Horticulture
and Food Processing

Minister supported
NMDC’s Swachhata
Campaign with their pres-
ence.

Swachhata Karmis,
Local Representatives,
District Officials and
NMDC employees commit-
ted to India’s drive for
cleanliness by taking the
Swachhata Oath and com-
menced the Cleanliness
Drive at Sanchi Stupa.

NMDC arranged for the
installation of an RO
Water Cooler at the Stupa
and provided 50 Wet and
Dry Dustbins to the Nagar
Parishad of Sanchi to sup-
port the cleanliness cam-
paign of this Swachh
Iconic Place.
Representatives from the
Government of Madhya
Pradesh distributed 100
Swachhta Kits, containing
Jackets, Gloves, Caps, and
Jute Bags, to the
S w a c h h a t a K a r m i s o f
Sanchi.

Honouring Mahatma
Gandhi’s vision for India,
NMDC will participate in
the Swachhata 2.0 cam-
paign from October 2 - 31,
2022. The mining major
has planned large-scale
Swachhata, Plantation
and Awareness drives to
celebrate the National
Cleanliness Movement.

NMDC celebrates United India for Swachhata 
 At Sanchi Iconic City

Kolkata, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Security has been
beefed up across Kolkata
from Thursday for the
Durga Puja festivities as
revellers have already
started making a beeline
for popular pandals, po-
lice said.

A total of 17,000 police
personnel, including
10,000 home guards, have
been posted across the
city and 400 pickets have
been set up at various lo-
cations, while 58 PCR
vans and 41 quick re-
sponse teams have been
deployed.

Kolkata Police
Commissioner Vineet
Goyal said the deploy-
ment will be in place till
Vijaya Dashami and also
during immersion of
idols, including the carni-

val day, when colourful
processions that are
taken out by selected com-
munity pujas pass
through the Red Road in
the heart of the city.

“Full-fledged deploy-
ment has started from
today, Chaturthi (fourth
day) of the Durga Puja
festivities, and this force
will continuously be
there till the end of the
festival,” Goyal told re-
porters.

He said additional re-
sources will be put in
place in case there is
more crowding than ex-
pected at any particular
area during the festive
days.

“Contingency plans are
made in advance to cope
with situations, be it rain
or overcrowding,” he
said.

With the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) pre-
dicting showers from
Mahasaptami, which falls
on October 2, people have
already made plans to
visit puja pandals before
the rain goddess starts
making its presence felt.

Revellers wearing new
clothes have started mak-
ing the rounds of popular
puja marquees, many of
which have already been
inaugurated.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has inaugurated
several Durga Puja pan-
dals in the city over the
last few days, including
crowd-pullers such as
Chetla Agrani,
Sreebhumi Sporting
Club, Suruchi Sangha
and Bosepukur Sitala
Mandir.

Security beefed up 
in Kolkata for Durga Puja

Srinagar, Sep 29 (PTI):
Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC) on
Thursday accused the BJP
of throttling democracy
by not conducting the as-
sembly elections in the
union territory, saying it
was a ploy of the ruling
party at the Centre.

On PFI ban, the JKPCC
president Viqar Rasool
said that outfit was not
present in J-K and the
AICC will respond to that.
However, he sought a ban
on the RSS as well.

“RSS naturally is crimi-
nal organisation. They
should ban it too and you
should see their past
record. Today, Mohan
Bagwat ji sometimes visits
mosques, which is a pre-
tence. They have a crimi-

nal history,” he said.
Rasool said the last as-

sembly election in J-K
took place in 2014 and it
has now been almost nine
years with the polls for the
new assembly.

“The elections are being
deferred continuously.
Timely elections are the
beauty of democracy. If
the elections are conduct-

ed on time in other states
of the country, then why
not in J-K?” JKPCC presi-
dent told reporters here.

He further, alleged,
“This is ploy of the BJP
and that is why they down-
graded J-K into a UT. It is
unfortunate that the BJP
government is throttling
democracy. We want the
elections to be conducted
and we are ready for that,”
he said.

On the Congress presi-
dent polls, Rasool said the
delegates from J-K were
ready to vote.

“Any delegate, including
me, can submit his nomi-
nation for the party presi-
dent post. Tomorrow is the
last date for submitting
nomination. We will then
see and there will be vot-
ing on October 18 and who-
ever wins, will become all-
India president.

‘BJP throttling democracy 
by not conducting assly polls’

Viqar Rasool

 In J-K

Gwalior, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The Gwalior bench of
Madhya Pradesh High
Court has directed for a
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe
into recognition and other
issues of 35 private nurs-
ing colleges in the state.

A division bench of
Justices Rohit Arya and
M R Phadke was hearing
a petition of these educa-
tional facilities seeking
recognition.

On Wednesday, the HC
bench directed for a CBI
probe into the functioning
of 35 private nursing col-
leges that did not have
recognition from compe-
tent authorities but ad-
mitted students for the
2019-20 academic session
unlawfully, MP Additional
Advocate General MPS
Raghuvanshi told re-
porters.

These colleges had
moved the HC last year
seeking help to get their
institutes recognised
from competent authori-
ties, Raghuvanshi added.

Dr Jiteen Shukla,
Director (Medical
Education) of the Medical
Education Department,
Colonel Sarabjit Singh
Kaur, Secretary of Indian
Nursing Council and
Deepak Purohit, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
of CBI were present dur-
ing the hearing, he in-
formed.

“The 35 colleges gave
admission to students de-
spite not having recogni-
tion. These institutes lack
infrastructure. Several ir-
regularities in the func-
tioning of the colleges
had come to the fore dur-
ing hearings,” the
Additional Advocate
General said.

HC ASKS FOR CBI PROBE

‘Private nursing colleges 
functioning without official nod’

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The Qutub Minar was
the most visited destina-
tion for foreign visitors be-
tween April and June, ac-
cording to an RTI reply.

The historic Red Fort
was the second most visit-
ed destination for foreign
visitors followed by
Humayun’s Tomb during
the same period, the reply
said. An analysis of data
shows that 15,51,975
Indians visited tourist
places between April and
June. The number of for-
eign visitors stood at
21,580. Qutub Minar, a UN-
SECO-recognised world
heritage site in Delhi, re-
ceived 3,81,249 Indian visi-
tors and 9,063 foreign
tourists between April and
June, according to data

shared by the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI), Delhi Circle.
The maximum number of
foreign tourists visited the
monument in April.

The Mughal-era Red
Fort was visited by 5,696
foreign tourists during the
three-month period. It re-
ceived the highest number
of domestic visitors at
8,13,434, more than twice
the number at Qutub
Minar. Humayun’s Tomb
received 5,139 foreign
tourists. The Red Fort and
Qutub Minar also occu-
pied the second and third
spots among the 10 most
popular centrally-protect-
ed ticketed monuments for
domestic visitors in 2021-
22, according to a report
released by the Union
Ministry of Tourism.

RTI REPLY

Qutub Minar most visited tourist
destination for foreigners

April-June



RUSSIAN NUCLEAR SUBMARINE

The Russian nuclear submarine Dmitry Donskoy moored near Kronstadt, a seaport town 30 km (19 miles) west of
St. Petersburg, Russia on Saturday, July 29. Russian President Vladimir Putin has warned that he wouldn’t hesitate
to use nuclear weapons to ward off Ukraine’s attempt to reclaim control of its occupied regions that Moscow is
about to absorb.
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Mexico City, Sep 29 (AP):

Some 200 environmental
and land defense activists
were killed around the
world in 2021, including
some 54 in Mexico, which
assumed the position of the
deadliest country in the an-
nual report by nongovern-
mental organisation
Global Witness. More than
three-quarters of the
killings took place in Latin
America, where Colombia,
Brazil and Nicaragua also

logged double-digit death
tolls. It was the third con-
secutive year of increases
for Mexico and a jump from
30 such activists killed in
2020. “Most of these crimes
happen in places that are
far away from power and
are inflicted on those with,
in many ways, the least

amount of power,” the re-
port said. Global Witness
considers its report a base-
line, noting “Our data on
killings is likely to be an
underestimate, given that
many murders go unre-
ported, particularly in
rural areas and in particu-
lar countries.”

200 environmental activists
killed globally in 2021

Minneapolis, Sep 29 (AP):

A Chinese billionaire,
one of the richest people
in the world, is heading
to trial in Minneapolis to
defend himself against
allegations that he raped
a former University of
Minnesota student after
a night of dinner and
drinks in 2018.

Richard Liu, the
founder and former CEO
of e-commerce giant
JD.com, has denied rap-
ing the woman, and pros-
ecutors did not file crim-
inal charges. The
woman, Jingyao Liu,
sued in civil court, alleg-
ing she was coerced to
drink before Richard Liu
groped her in a limou-
sine and raped her in her
apartment.

Both are expected to
testify, and it will be up
to a jury to decide who is
telling the truth. Jury se-
lection starts on
Thursday, with opening
statements Monday.

“I think our client’s
credibility is one of the
strongest parts of what
the jury is going to hear,”
said Wil Florin, an attor-
ney for Jingyao Liu.

“The incredible
courage and fortitude
that this young lady has
shown is truly ad-
mirable.”

Diane Doolittle, an at-
torney for Richard Liu,
said that the woman has
changed her story and
that the evidence will

clear her client’s name.
“We are looking for-

ward to presenting the
evidence, presenting the
truth, so that the world
will know that Mr. Liu is
fully and completely in-
nocent of these allega-
tions against him,” she
said.

The woman alleges the
attack happened in 2018
while Richard Liu was
in Minneapolis for a
weeklong residency in
the University of
Minnesota’s doctor of
business administration
China program, geared
toward high-level execu-
tives in China.

Jingyao Liu, a Chinese
citizen, was at the uni-
versity on a student visa
and was a volunteer in
the program at the time.
The Associated Press
does not generally name
people alleging sexual
assault, but Jingyao Liu
has agreed to be identi-
fied publicly.

Richard Liu and
Jingyao Liu are not re-
lated. Jingyao Liu was 21
at the time; Richard Liu
was 46.

Richard Liu is a
celebrity in China, part
of a generation of entre-
preneurs who created
the country’s internet, e-
commerce, mobile
phone and other technol-
ogy industries since the
late 1990s. Forbes esti-
mated his wealth at USD
11.5 billion.

Richard Liu, who

stepped down as CEO of
JD.com this year amid
increased government
scrutiny of China’s tech-
nology industry, was ar-
rested on suspicion of
felony rape, but prosecu-
tors never filed criminal
charges, saying the case
had “profound eviden-
tiary problems.”

Jingyao Liu sued
Richard Liu and JD.com
in 2019, alleging sexual
assault and battery,
along with false impris-
onment.

The case drew wide-
spread attention at a
time when the #MeToo
movement was gaining
traction in China.
Richard Liu’s supporters
and opponents waged ag-
gressive public relations
campaigns on Chinese
social media; censors
shut down some ac-
counts that supported
Jingyao Liu for “violat-
ing regulations.”

Jingyao Liu says in
her lawsuit that she had
to withdraw from classes
in fall 2018 and seek
counseling and treat-
ment. Her attorney says
she has since graduated
but has post-traumatic
stress disorder.

She seeks compensa-
tory damages to cover
medical bills, emotional
distress and pain and
suffering, and Judge
Edward Wahl ruled she
could also seek punitive
damages from Richard
Liu.

Chinese tycoon Richard Liu faces
civil trial in alleged rape Bangkok, Sep 29 (AP):

A court in military-
ruled Myanmar convicted
former leader Aung San
Suu Kyi in another crimi-
nal case Thursday and
sentenced Australian
economist Sean Turnell to
three years in prison for
violating Myanmar’s offi-
cial secrets act, a legal offi-
cial said.

Suu Kyi received a
three-year sentence after
being tried and convicted
with Turnell under the se-
crets law, said the official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he is
not authorised to release
information about the
case.

Three members of her
Cabinet were also found
guilty, each receiving sen-
tences of three years.

Turnell, an associate
professor in economics at

Sydney’s Macquarie
University, had served as
an adviser to Suu Kyi, who
was detained in the capital
Naypyitaw when her elect-
ed government was ousted
by the army on Feb. 1,
2021. He has been in deten-
tion for almost 20 months.
He was arrested five days
after the military takeover
by security forces at a
hotel in Yangon, the coun-
try’s biggest city, while
waiting for a car to take
him to the city’s interna-
tional airport.

He had arrived back in
Myanmar from Australia

to take up a new position
as a special consultant to
Suu Kyi less than a month
before he was detained. As
director of the Myanmar
Development Institute, he
had already lived in
Naypyitaw for several
years. The day after the
military’s takeover, he
posted a message on
Twitter that he was: “Safe
for now but heartbroken
for what all this means for
the people of Myanmar.
The bravest, kindest peo-
ple I know. They deserve
so much better.”

He was charged along
with Suu Kyi and the
three former Cabinet
ministers on the basis of
documents seized from
him. The exact details of
their offense have not
been made public,
though state television
said last year that
Turnell had access to

“secret state financial in-
formation” and had tried
to flee the country.

Turnell and Suu Kyi de-
nied the allegations when
they testified in their de-
fense at the trial in
August. Turnell was also
charged with violating im-
migration law, but it was
not immediately clear
what sentence he received
for that. Myanmar’s colo-
nial-era official secrets act
criminalizes the posses-
sion, collection, recording,

publishing, or sharing of
state information that is
“directly or indirectly, use-
ful to an enemy.” The
charge carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 14 years
in prison.

All sessions of the trial,
held in a purpose-built
courtroom in Naypyitaw’s
main prison, were closed
to the media and the pub-
lic. The defense lawyers
were barred by a gag order
from revealing details of
the proceedings.

Suu Kyi convicted again, Australian economist gets 3 years

Washington, Sep 29 (PTI):

The need to reform the
UN Security Council cannot
be denied forever, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said even as
he noted that India never
believed that revamping the
top organ of the world body
will be an easy process.

India has been at the fore-
front of the years-long ef-
forts to reform the Security
Council, saying it rightly de-
served a place as a perma-
nent member in the United
Nations.

Currently, the UN
Security Council has five
permanent members —
China, France, Russia, the
UK and the US. Only a per-
manent member has the
power to veto any substan-
tive resolution.

India, currently a non-
permanent member of the
15-nation UN Security
Council, will complete its
two-year tenure in
December this year. In the
month of December, India
will preside over the
Security Council.

“We have, we have never
thought that it was an easy
process. But we do believe
that the need for reform
cannot be denied forever,”
Jaishankar told a group of
Indian journalists here on
Wednesday while respond-
ing to a question on the seri-
ousness on the part of the
US on reforming the
Security Council.

“My understanding is
that the position that
President (Joe) Biden put
forward, is the most ex-
plicit and specific articula-

tion of the US support for
reform of the UN, includ-
ing the Security Council,”
he said on the last day of
his visit to the US. “So, I
don’t think it’s a reitera-
tion of something, I don’t
think in that sense, it’s
kind of business as usual.
Now, how this advances,
where it goes, I think, de-
pends on all of us: the
members of the UN, and
where we take it,” he said.
“It is not the responsibility
of a single country, howev-
er powerful. I think it’s a

collective effort that the
members of the UN have
to make. We have been
pressing the reform effort,
including through the
I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
Negotiations (IGN). And
you also know where the
reluctance comes from
and let’s stay focused on
it,” Jaishankar said.

Jaishankar said on
Saturday that negotiations
for the much-needed UN
Security Council reforms
should not be blocked by
procedural tactics and
naysayers cannot hold the
process “hostage in perpe-
tuity.” “India is prepared
to take up greater respon-
sibilities. But it seeks at
the same time to ensure
that the injustice faced by
the Global South is deci-
sively addressed,”
Jaishankar said in his ad-
dress to the General
Debate of the 77th session
of the UN General
Assembly. “In our term,
we have acted as a bridge
on some serious but divi-
sive issues confronting the
Council.

Need for UN Security Council reform
cannot be denied forever: Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar in a business luncheon
with US-India Strategic Partnership Forum Board members.
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The world’s most
lethal killer

Rabies is a dangerous and
potentially fatal disease that
is well-known around the
world; It lives in wild ani-
mals and can be transmitted
to humans and pets by a bite.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), rabies is
completely preventable, yet
more than 59,000 people die
from it each year through-
out the world. Every year on
September 28th, World
Rabies Day is observed to in-
crease awareness of the haz-
ards of rabies and to advo-
cate the use of rabies pre-
vention techniques.The goal
of the Global Alliance for
Rabies Control is "Zero by
30," which corresponds to
zero deaths by 2030.Rabies is
ther regions of the body,
causing severe brain dam-
age or death. There are vari-
ous ways to avoid rabies in-
fection, including getting
vaccinated, avoiding contact
with animals known to have
rabies, and obtaining med-
ical attention if bitten or
scratched by an animal sus-
pected of having rabies. The
simplest way to prevent ra-
bies in pets is to keep their
rabies immunization up to
date. Reporting wild animal
and pet bites to your local
health authority is the best
way to safeguard human
safety. While there are high-
ly effective methods for pre-
venting and treating rabies,
greater knowledge and un-
derstanding of the disease
and its dangers is required
to eradicate it globally. It is
vital that people understand
the necessity of rabies con-
trol for human and animal
health and safety, as well as
the importance of getting
medical attention following
a dog bite. The time has
come for all health partners
to step up their collaborative
efforts to increase communi-
ty engagement and partici-
pation in order to eradicate
rabies from the world.

Dr. Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma

Action against PFI
The PFI and its associate

outfits have been banned by
the government for five
years. The PFI is accused of
promoting and abetting ter-
rorism. The Students
Islamic Movement of India
(SIMI) was banned because
of similar reasons. This un-
derscores the need for
prompt, fair and result-ori-
ented action. Most impor-
tantly, to guard against any
such organisation, belong-
ing to any community or re-
ligion, succeeding in radi-
calising our young and vul-
nerable population, we, as a
society, must ensure that
there is no act that spreads
discrimination, provoca-
tion or hatred by any indi-
vidual or group, and espe-
cially by any politician or
political outfit, whether in
the ruling or in the opposi-
tion party.

Hira Sharma, by mail
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President Droupadi Murmu interacts with officer trainees of Indian Foreign Service of 2021 batch, during a meeting, at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi, Thursday, Sept. 29.

MURMU MEETS FS TRAINEES

E
very single household in the country has an electricity connection
and an uninterrupted power supply is critical for ensuring inclusive

growth. By : Sentinel Digital Desk  |  29 Sep 2022 8:32 AM Every single
household in the country has an electricity connection and an uninterrupt-
ed power supply is critical for ensuring inclusive growth. The Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY) scheme for rural electrification
and the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana (SAUBHAGYA) for pro-
viding electricity connections to all households in both rural and urban
areas - are two flagship schemes articulated by the Central Government to
achieve this goal. A significant increase in the number of electrified house-
holds in Assam under these two schemes has changed lives for the better
for the beneficiary households. The study hours have increased due to the
availability of power supply in the evening or at night, monthly expenditure
incurred on operating the generator sets, diesel pumps have reduced due
to comparably low electricity charges, the security at night has improved
with the availability of power reducing possibilities of theft of livestock,
household goods, are some of the benefits listed in an audit report of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. The CAG report, however, has brought to
light critical gaps in the implementation of the schemes that need to be
bridged to achieve the optimal achievement of the objectives. The report
highlights that there were 2,339 unelectrified villages and 24,056 partially
electrified villages in the State as on 31 December 2014 (before the launch
of the DDUGJY scheme), while the number of un-electrified households in
the State as on October 10, 2017, before the launch of the SAUBHAGYA
scheme was 24,10,348 (46.45% of the total households). The implementa-
tion of the scheme has led to an increase in the number of households hav-
ing electricity connection to 45,59,833 (87.88 per cent of total households)
by March this year. However, the CAG investigation found that the devil is
in the details. The CAG authorities alleged that the Assam Power
DistributionCompany Limited (APDCL) which implemented both the
schemes in the state, failed to achieve the DDUGJY objective of optimum
rostering of power between agricultural and non-agricultural consumers
due to no segregation of agricultural feeders. The DDUGJY scheme envis-
aged separating agricultural and non-agricultural feeders so that it would
be possible to provide increased hours of power supply to non-agricultural
consumers and assured power supply to agricultural consumers. The
APDCL authorities in their reply to audit objections argued that Assam
being an agricultural state, most of the feeders except town feeders feed
power to the agricultural areas in the state but the CAG authorities provid-
ed a counterargument that feeders feeding power to agricultural areas
also cater to the needs of domestic, commercial, industrial consumers
which are non-agricultural. Strengthening and augmentation of sub-trans-
mission and distribution infrastructure in rural areas, including metering at
distribution transformers, feeders and consumers' ends are also included
in the objectives of the scheme achieving which is crucial to enhance ac-
cess to quality power supply for rural households. Apart from providing
last mile connectivity to all unelectrified households, the SAUBHAGYA
scheme envisages providing Solar Photovoltaic (SPV)-based standalone
system for unelectrified households located in remote and inaccessible vil-
lages/habitations, where grid extension is not feasible or cost-effective. A
huge advantage for Assam in the implementation of the schemes is that 85
per cent of funding is provided by the Central government as a grant. The
CAG inspection found anomalies, besides financial issues, in the installa-
tion of standalone SPV systems in 346 villages such as the maintenance of
the systems being a major issue, systems in some villages not working due
to defects in battery/charge controller/solar panels causing power failure,
non-availability of technicians of the agency which was awarded the instal-
lation work. "Monitoring mechanism for ensuring quality though in place,
could not keep pace with the progress of works and resultantly, there were
delays in exercising significant and appropriate checks making the moni-
toring process largely ineffective. Further, there was lack of monitoring on
the part of the SLSC (State Level Standing Committee) to sort out issues
causing delay incompletion of projects," states the report. The APDCL and
the State government acting on the recommendations made by the CAG
authorities in the report can help necessary course corrections for smooth
implementation of the two schemes. The recommendations include chalk-
ing out a necessary plan to take up feeder segregation works for optimum
rostering of power supply between agriculture and non-agricultural feed-
ers; strictly following the guidelines and instructions relating to procure-
ment, adhering to prescribed execution to achieve maximum benefits from
the schemes and strengthening the monitoring mechanism at the top level
to ensure timely execution of quality works. Universal access to affordable,
reliable and modern energy services by 2030 is one of the major
Sustainable Development Goals set by the United Nations. The DDUGJY
and SAUBHAGYA being the two flagship schemes for universal access to
electricity in the country, the APDCL ensuring smooth and anomaly-free
execution of the two schemes in the state is crucial for the country to
achieve the SDG goal.

Universal access to electricity

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

T he International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste was on
September 29. Food wastage is a major problem in India. Weddings,

canteens, hotels and households spew out so much food. To see the extent
of damage, all you have to do is peek into a street-corner garbage bin.
People do not think about what goes into the food on their table.Today,
most of us don’t even spare a thought for the time, energy, and resources
it takes to produce our food.Moreover, food that is produced, but not
eaten, occupies close to 30 per cent of the world’s agricultural land. It is
estimated that one out of every seven people in the world went to bed
hungry and more than 20,000 children under the age of five died from
hunger. To be fair, food wastage is indeed a major worry for India. A gov-
ernment study had found that the country wastes Rs 92,651 crore worth
or 67 million tonnes of food in a year.Efforts need to be taken to protect
and preserve foodgrain for the benefit of the large number of poor in our
society who are struggling to survive on a single meals a day. Though our
people rarely waste much food in restaurants, we as a nation waste a lot
of food during marriages, festivals and other occasions without caring
about the large percentage of our people that go hungry each day. The
levels of poverty, hunger and deprivation are so high in our country and lit-
tle attention is paid to this by the well-to-do citizens and the politicians of
our country.The condition of the godowns in the country is not good and
that is resulting in the rotting of good grain.If only the foodgrain wasted in
the country due to lack of storage facilities was saved, the burden of sub-
sidy would have come down to that extent and thus saved the tax-payers’
money.  It is time to take note of the obligation of every citizen of this
country to ensure that the food wastage is totally avoided. The untouched
food left in the mess is eaten by the people of mess but the food left in the
plates goes wasted and is served to cattle near the campus. Wastage of
food is a cause of serious concern in a country like India where 37 per cent
of the population lives below poverty line. Food wastage is a major prob-
lem in India. Weddings, canteens, hotels and households spew out so
much food. Each morsel thus wasted, in a way, contributes towards
hunger. Today, most of us don’t even spare a thought for the time, energy,
and resources it takes to produce our food. We generate mammoth
amounts of food waste. The causes of food waste or loss are numerous,
and occur at the stages of production, processing, retailing and consump-
tion. Huge amounts of food is getting wasted by the people belonging to
the upper strata of economy as there is no proper channel to utilise un-
used food. Apart from this, wasteful food-consumption is also leading to
unsustainable demand for natural resources.Assessing food loss and
waste and developing effective policies along the value chain can help
solve the food waste problem and thus contribute towards food security
and sustainability. Don’t we think a thought for our choice of food will save
our natural resources and can keep us healthy?

Say a big NO to food waste
M orality is the greatest

quality of humanity
and separates us from mere an-
imal existence. A moral crisis
ensues when a man is faced
with the dilemma of choosing
between a good and a bad act. If
a moral person sees and recog-
nizes the atrocity and still fails
to intervene, he or she is as re-
sponsible as the perpetrators
themselves. If he does the
wrong thing, he may be im-
moral, but being a moral in-
strument, he has no value and
therefore cannot be corrected
or saved.

Neutrality is another way of
saying; When you could have

made a difference, stand still
and do nothing. Inaction in
any area can be very harmful.
All UNSC countries not taking
action against Russia for wag-
ing an unjust war on Ukraine
is an example. Mankind as a
whole is suffering and yet no
one wants to be involved.
Fighting climate change re-
quires active participation
from all countries in rooting
out terrorism, yet inaction is
evident.

Napoleon insisted, "The
world suffers not from the vio-
lence of the bad, but from the
silence of the good." Neutrality
refers to the quality of avoid-

ing responsibility. Our actions
affect our surroundings and
being neutral has its conse-
quences and the responsibility
for the consequences of neu-
trality can never be avoided. A
crisis of conscience is a time
when a person faces serious
difficulty in deciding whether
his action is morally right or
not. In addition to this specula-
tion, the crisis can operate in
retrospect when choosing be-
tween right and wrong.

It is when a person is previ-
ously going through some
punitive feelings because of
the idea of doing something
morally unfair or wrong. This
state of moral dilemma can
also turn into a more critical
sense. This is when a person is
afraid of committing a moral-
ly wrong act by not obeying
the voice of conscience. It also
often becomes difficult to act
according to self-worth and
principles. People eventually
reject their conscience for
some materialistic demand or
greed and behave the opposite.
Due to worldly need and de-
sire, this action starts to weak-
en the voice of the conscience
and human nature.

Yet, human beings, due to
some uncontrollable reason or
circumstance, often go against
their beliefs. Such situations
can also create feelings of guilt
and regret. A crisis of con-
science is a situation when
people are confused between
right and wrong. People often
worry about their actions that
may be unfair or morally
wrong in such situations. This
is due to deeply rooted moral
principles, which involve self-
evaluation and introspection.
In addition, this feeling of self-

judging leads to regret and
other feelings. Several philo-
sophical, religious, and rou-
tine concepts can define this
crisis.

However, they all involve
some distinctive aspects; First,
conscience is some of the un-
derwritten values and moral
principles, including self-confi-
dence in a variety of situa-
tions. It refers to resisting
one's moral self-belief to stand
against conscience. According
to the second aspect, con-
science may reflect the ability
to distinguish moral truth.
Third, it involves the scrutiny
of self-will and action, which
brings out feelings such as re-
gret, guilt, and shame.

A crisis of conscience
brings to the individual a diffi-
cult moral question. In this sit-
uation, he must consider what
is reasonable and just to an-
swer this question. It should
also be remembered that it is
imperative for a man to always
obey the voice of conscience
and be morally right.
Therefore, it is not always pos-
sible to eliminate remorse
from within. There are gray
areas of morality and it is
sometimes impossible to re-
solve the dilemma because any
of these choices will lead to
moral turpitude. Nevertheless,
values such as compassion,
empathy, honesty, and integri-
ty help us make the right deci-
sions. To work or not to do is a
challenge and the above values
can guide one better.

Writer is Research Scholar
in Political Science, Poet,
freelance journalist, and

columnist, Ubba Bhawan,
Aryanagar, Hisar (Haryana)

The world suffers not from the violence of 
the bad, but the silence of the good

D rinking two to three
cups of coffee a day is as-

sociated with a longer lifespan
and a lower risk of cardiovas-
cular disease compared to
avoiding the brew, a study has
found. A team at the Baker
Heart and Diabetes Research
Institute, Australia, examined
the link between types of cof-
fee and incident arrhythmias
or irregular heart beat, cardio-
vascular disease and death
using data from the UK
Biobank about adults between
40 and 69 years of age. "The re-
sults suggest that a mild to
moderate intake of ground, in-
stant and decaffeinated coffee
should be considered part of a
healthy lifestyle," said study
author Professor Peter Kistler.
In the study, cardiovascular
disease included conditions
such as coronary heart dis-
ease, congestive heart failure
and ischaemic stroke.

The study, published in the
European Journal of
Preventive Cardiology, includ-
ed 449,563 participants free of

arrhythmias or other cardio-
vascular disease. The median
age was 58 years and 55.3 per
cent were women. Outcome in-
formation was obtained from
medical records and death
records. The median follow up
was 12.5 years. All types of cof-
fee were linked with a reduc-
tion in death risk from any
cause, the researchers said.

The greatest risk reduction
was seen with two to three
cups per day, which compared
to no coffee drinking was asso-
ciated with a 14 per cent, 27 per
cent and 11 per cent lower like-
lihood of death for decaffeinat-
ed, ground, and instant prepa-
rations, respectively. A total of
27,809 (6.2 per cent) partici-
pants died during follow up.

"In this large, observational
study, ground, instant and de-
caffeinated coffee were associ-
ated with equivalent reduc-
tions in the incidence of car-
diovascular disease and death
from cardiovascular disease or
any cause," said Kistler.

Cardiovascular disease was

diagnosed in 43,173 (9.6 per
cent) participants during fol-
low up. All coffee subtypes
were associated with a reduc-
tion in cardiovascular disease
incidence. Again, the lowest
risk was observed with two to
three cups a day, which com-
pared to abstinence from cof-
fee was associated with a 6 per
cent, 20 per cent, and 9 per cent
reduced likelihood of cardio-
vascular disease for decaf-

feinated, ground, instant cof-
fee, respectively.

An arrhythmia was diag-
nosed in 30,100 (6.7 per cent )
participants during follow up.
Ground and instant coffee, but
not decaffeinated, was associ-
ated with a reduction in ar-
rhythmias including atrial fib-
rillation, an irregular and
often very rapid heart rhythm
that can lead to blood clots in
the heart. Compared with non-

drinkers, the lowest risks were
observed with four to five cups
a day for ground coffee and
two to three cups a day for in-
stant coffee, with 17 per cent
and 12 per cent reduced risks,
respectively. "While caffeine is
the most well-known con-
stituent in coffee, the beverage
contains more than hundred
biologically active compo-
nents. "It is likely that the non-
caffeinated compounds were
responsible for the positive re-
lationships observed between
coffee drinking, cardiovascu-
lar disease and survival," said
Kistler.

Participants were asked to
complete a questionnaire ask-
ing how many cups of coffee
they drank each day and
whether they usually drank in-
stant, ground (such as cappuc-
cino or filtered coffee), or de-
caffeinated coffee. They were
then grouped into six daily in-
take categories, consisting of
none, less than one, one, two to
three, four to five, and more
than five cups per day.

Drinking coffee linked with enhanced longevity, study finds
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This state of moral dilemma can also turn into a
more critical sense. This is when a person is afraid of
committing a morally wrong act by not obeying the
voice of conscience. It also often becomes difficult to
act according to self-worth and principles. People
eventually reject their conscience for some materialis-
tic demand or greed and behave the opposite. Due to
worldly need and desire, this action starts to weaken
the voice of the conscience and human nature.
Nevertheless, values such as compassion, empathy,
honesty, and integrity help us make the right deci-
sions. To work or not to do is a challenge and the
above values can guide one better.
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FKCCI AGM

Union Finanace Minister Nirmala Sitharaman hands over key of an ambulance to an NGO at the 105th Annual
General Meeting of Federation of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FKCCI), in Bengaluru,
Thursday, Sept. 29.
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Emerging 
leaders’ list

New Delhi: Akash
Ambani, son of bil-
lionaire Mukesh
Ambani and head of
India’s largest telecom
firm Jio, has been
named in the Time100
Next — the maga-
zine’s list of world’s
rising stars. He is the
only Indian on the list.
There is, however, an-
other Indian-born
American business
leader, Amrapali Gan,
also on the list. “The
scion of Indian indus-
trialist royalty, Akash
Ambani was always
expected to rise in
business. But he has
been putting in hard
work,” Time said
about him. The junior
Ambani, 30, was pro-
moted in June to the
chairman of Jio,
India’s largest telecom
company, with over
426 million sub-
scribers, after being
handed a board seat at
just 22. “He’s since
played a key role land-
ing multibillion-dollar
investments from
Google and
Facebook,” it added.

Stamp duty 
Kolkata: In an attempt
to retain buoyancy in
real estate, the West
Bengal government
has extended the re-
bate on stamp duty
and circle rate till
March 2023, an official
said on Wednesday.
The decision was wel-
comed by the industry
as a puja gift. The
West Bengal govern-
ment is providing a 2
per cent reduction in
stamp duty and a 10
per cent rebate in cir-
cle rate since 2021, a
step taken to bring
traction in the pan-
demic-hit economy.
The decision by the
West Bengal govern-
ment to extend the re-
bate in stamp duty
and circle rate is a cov-
eted Durga Puja gift.
Such breathers will
also accelerate sales
in the real estate sec-
tor, Credai West
Bengal President
Sushil Mohta said.

Farmers income

Ferozepur: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann  said
the state government
will give a major push
to the agriculture al-
lied activities for sup-
plementing the in-
come of farmers. The
chief minister said it
is the need of the hour
to bail out farmers
from the crisis. He
was speaking at an
event to launch a
Verka milk plant with
a capacity of process-
ing one lakh litres of
milk. Due to increas-
ing agricultural in-
puts and diminishing
returns, agriculture is
no longer a profitable
venture, said Mann,
adding that in such a
scenario, the allied ac-
tivities can bail out
farmers and will re-
duce the dependence
of farmers only on
fields.

Kolkata, Sep 29: 

Union Minister Piyush
Goyal on Thursday said
India will be the pillar of
the global economic re-
vival as it exhibited steady
growth and emerged as
the fastest-growing coun-
try among large
economies of the world.
Addressing the Bengal
Chamber’s annual general
meeting virtually, he said
if all stakeholders of the
economy work together
with a sense of ‘Kartavya
bhav’ (spirit of duty), the
national goal of USD 30-
trillion economy will be
achieved by 2047, the year
when the country will cel-
ebrate 100th anniversary
of its independence.
“India is already the fifth
largest economy in the
world and is turbocharg-
ing its growth to become
the third largest in the
coming years. The prime

minister’s vision is to
make India a developed
nation by 2047 with an
economy size of USD 30
trillion as we will cele-
brate our 100th independ-
ence in that year,” Goyal,
the commerce and indus-
try minister, said.

All sectors such as agri-
culture, manufacturing
and construction are
doing quite well, he
claimed. “India is an is-
land of stability and will
be the pillar of global re-
vival. Our economy has
shown resilience during

the pandemic and is on a
steady path of growth,”
the minister said.
Asserting that India is the
best destination for invest-
ments, Goyal said the gov-
ernment has taken several
structural reforms, and
more are in the pipeline.
The minister, who also
holds food and textile port-
folios, urged industrialists
for private investments
and asked them to believe
in India’s growth story
and help the country in
achieving its goals with
greater participation.
Goyal cited McKinsey &
Co CEO Bob Sternfels
comment - ‘it’s not India’s
decade, it’s India’s centu-
ry’- to showcase the coun-
try as an important desti-
nation for investment.
India is targeting USD two
trillion in exports by 2030,
equally divided into mer-
chandise and services, he
said.

India will be pillar of global
economic revival: Goyal

Ahmedabad, Sept 29:

Budaun Hardoi Road
Private Ltd (BHRPL),
Hardoi Unnao Road
Private Ltd (HURPL) and
Unnao Prayagraj Road
Private Ltd (UPRPL) –
wholly owned sub-
sidiaries of Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL)–
have achieved Financial
Closure for the access-con-
trolled six lane (expand-
able to eight lane) green-
field Ganga Expressway
Project (Group-II, III & IV)
in Uttar Pradesh (UP) re-
spectively on DBFOT
(Toll) basis under PPP
mode. The concession pe-
riod shall be 30 years.

The Ganga Expressway
in Uttar Pradesh, which
will connect Meerut with
Prayagraj, will be India’s
longest expressway to be
implemented on DBFOT
basis. Of its 594-km

length, AEL will build 464
km from Budaun to
Prayagraj, which compris-
es 80% of the expressway
project.

“India is building at a
record pace the road infra-
structure it needs for its
development, and we are
delighted to be providing
the much-needed road
connectivity all across the
nation,” said KP
Maheshwari, CEO, Road
Business, Adani
Enterprises Ltd.“The
State Bank of India has

underwritten the entire
debt requirement of INR
10,238 Crore for the Ganga
Expressway Projects
(BHRPL, HURPL &
UPRPL). With this facility
from the SBI, we have
moved a step closer to pro-
viding our country and
the state of UP with an-
other landmark infra-
structure”

AEL’s road portfolio has
grown to 18 projects with
more than 6,400 lane kms
and an asset value exceed-
ing Rs. 44,000 Crore.
spread over ten states in
India – Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Kerala, Gujarat,
West Bengal and Odisha.
The portfolio has a mix of
HAM (Hybrid Annuity
Mode), TOT (Toll-Operate-
Transfer) and BOT (Build-
Operate-Transfer) type as-
sets.

AEL achieves Financial Closure 
For India’s largest greenfield expressway project 

New Delhi, Sep 29:  

The government has de-
ferred the implementation
of the proposal to make
six airbags mandatory in
passenger cars by one
year to October 1, 2023,
Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Thursday.
The government had earli-
er planned to make six
airbags mandatory in
eight-seater vehicles for
enhanced safety of occu-
pants from October 1,
2022. “Considering the
global supply chain con-
straints being faced by the
auto industry and its im-
pact on the macroeconom-
ic scenario, it has been de-
cided to implement the
proposal mandating a
minimum of 6 Airbags in
Passenger Cars (M-1

Category) w.e.f 01st
October 2023,” Gadkari
said in a tweet.

The minister further as-
serted that the safety of all
passengers travelling in
motor vehicles irrespec-
tive of their cost and vari-
ants is the foremost priori-
ty. An airbag interferes be-
tween the driver and the
vehicle’s dashboard dur-
ing a collision, thereby
preventing serious in-
juries. Earlier this year,

the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) in a statement
said that in order to en-
hance the safety of occu-
pants of the motor vehicle
against lateral impact, it
has been decided to en-
hance safety features by
amending the Central
Motor Vehicles Rules
(CMVR), 1989.

“A draft notification has
been issued on January
14, 2022, which mandates
that vehicles of category
M1, manufactured after
October 1, 2022, shall be
fitted with two side/side
torso airbags, one each for
the persons occupying
front row outboard seat-
ing positions, and two side
curtain/tube air bags, one
each for the persons occu-
pying outboard seating po-
sitions,” it had said.

Govt defers proposal to make 6 airbags mandatory
in cars by one year to Oct 1, 2023: Gadkari

Mumbai, Sep 29: 

Samsung, India’s
largest consumer elec-
tronics company, and Axis
Bank, India’s third largest
private sector bank, have
partnered to launch an ex-
clusive co-branded credit
card, powered by Visa.
With the Samsung Axis
Bank Credit Card, con-
sumers will get 10% cash-
back across all Samsung
products and services
round the year. As an ad-
ditional point of delight
for consumers, the 10%
cashback offer through
Samsung Axis Bank
Credit Card will be over
and above existing
Samsung offers, on both
EMI and non-EMI trans-
actions. “At Samsung, we
believe in transforming

the lives of our con-
sumers through the
power of innovation. The
Samsung Axis Bank
Credit Card, powered by
Visa, is our next big India-
specific innovation that
will change the way our

customers buy Samsung
products and spend on
services through a series
of industry-leading fea-
tures. We’re excited to be
able to put the control into
our consumers’ hands,”
said Ken Kang, President

and CEO, Samsung South-
West Asia. “Axis Bank is a
full suite cards and pay-
ments player, and we con-
tinue to build on innova-
tion led partnership mod-
els. Our focus is to offer
product propositions that
cater to our customers’
ever evolving needs and
give them a seamless ex-
perience. Through this co-
branded credit card, in
partnership with
Samsung India and Visa,
we are reiterating our
commitment to drive ac-
cess to formal credit in
India, tapping the wide
reach of Samsung India
that extends beyond tier 1
citiesand aids our objec-
tive of card penetration
into tier 2 & 3 cities.” said
Amitabh Chaudhry, MD
and CEO, Axis Bank.

Samsung India, Axis Bank 
launch Co-branded Credit Card

New Delhi, Sep 29: 

After announcing the
prices of the top four
grades of the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder earlier
this month,
ToyotaKirloskar Motor
(TKM) announced the
prices of the remaining-
seven grades of the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder.
Announcing the prices
Mr.AtulSood, Associate
Vice President, Sales, and
Strategic Marketing, TKM
said “Toyota Urban
Cruiser Hyryder has ush-
ered a new chapter of mo-
bility experience in India
with its exemplary per-
formance, best in class
fuel efficiency, connected
car features. The tremen-
dous appreciation that the
new offering has received
is truly encouraging. The
initial price announce-

ment of the top grades was
well received, and we are
certain that the prices of
the remaining seven
grades will also be enthu-
siastically welcomed.”
Available in two power-
trains- Self-charging
Strong Hybrid Electric
powertrain & Neo Drive,
the much-anticipated SUV
from TKM was launched
earlier this year in July
along with the booking an-
nouncement. Since then,

the product has received a
phenomenal response,
thus reinforcing cus-
tomers’ faith and trust in
Toyota’s advanced technol-
ogy prowess.As one of
Toyota’s sustainable offer-
ings, the new Urban
Cruiser Hyryder inherits
Toyota’s global SUV line-
age with its bold and so-
phisticated styling and ad-
vanced tech features, mak-
ing it a perfect choice in
the segment.

TKM announces prices of remaining
Seven Grades of Urban Cruiser Hyryder

New Delhi, Sep 29: 

The finance ministry
has asked public sector
banks (PSBs) to expedite
the process of filling pend-
ing vacancies, sources
said. The ministry had re-
viewed the vacancies in
PSBs earlier this month
and advised them to take
action to fill them. Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
had directed PSBs to fill
the backlog vacancies of
Scheduled Castes (SCs) in
a time-bound manner. The
total employees strength of
PSBs peaked at 8.86 lakh
during 2012-13. It declined
to 7.80 lakh during 2020-21.

Banks have started issu-
ing advertisements for re-
cruitment. The country’s
biggest lender State Bank
of India (SBI) has issued

advertisements for re-
cruitment of 1,673 proba-
tionary officers. Of this,
1,600 are regular vacancies
while 73 are backlog cases.
Due to COVID-19, the re-
cruitment process got im-
pacted and as a result
there are some backlogs
which will be filled in due
course of time, a senior
PSB official said.

Besides, Central Bank of
India has issued advertise-
ments seeking applica-
tions for filling 110 special-
ist officers vacancies. At
the same time, the
Institute of Banking
Personnel Selection (IBPS)
has initiated the process
for recruitment of about
6,500 probationary offi-
c e r s / m a n a g e m e n t
trainees through a com-
mon exam for the various
state-owned banks.

PSBs asked to expedite
recruitment, fill vacancies

in time-bound manner
New Delhi, Sep 29: 

Robust car sales during
the ongoing festive season
amid the easing of chip
shortage will help the
Indian automobile indus-
try outshine its regional
and global peers this year,
Moody’s Investor Service
said on Thursday.

Aided by favourable as-
pects, the car sales vol-
umes this year in the
country are expected to
increase by 12.5 per cent
and another 4 per cent in
2023, it stated. “India re-
mains the bright spot for
car sales this year. So far
in 2022, sales are steady
and we expect a stronger
fourth quarter with the
onset of the festive season
starting at the end of
September,” as per a note
prepared by Moody’s

Investor Service.
A relatively stronger

macroeconomic environ-
ment, the easing of semi-
conductor shortages as
well as restocking by deal-
ers will help India outper-
form its regional and
global peers, it added.
APAC will be the
strongest of the major re-
gions in 2022, growing by
3.5 per cent driven by
growth in China and
India, Moody’s Investor
Service said. “We forecast
2022 auto sales will rise 4
per cent in China, the
world’s largest auto mar-
ket, and gain a further 3.5
per cent in 2023. By 2023,
we expect automotive
sales in China and India
will return to 2018 levels,
while the recovery in
Japan remains protract-
ed,” it added.

India remains bright spot
for car sales: Moody’s
To outshine regional, global peers this year

New Delhi, Sep 29:

Worried about the well-
being of your older parent,
a young child or even an
adorable pet at home while
you are away?  Worry no
more, as Bharti Airtel
(Airtel), India’s premier
communications solutions
provider, today announced
the launch of Xsafe, an
easy-to-operate, end-to-end
home surveillance solution
that includes a range of Wi-
Fi based advanced cameras
designed to ensure cus-
tomers are connected to
their homes even while
they are away, thereby en-
suring complete peace of
mind. Available across 40
cities including Mumbai,
Delhi-NCR, Bangalore,
Chennai and Kolkata.
Commenting on the launch
of their new home surveil-
lance solution, Vir Inder

Nath, CEO, Homes, Bharti
Airtel had this to say, “We
constantly listen to our
customers and post-pan-
demic a lot of them have
expressed concerns about
the well-being of their
loved ones while they are
away from home. Xsafe is
the perfect solution for
these customers. It is an
easy-to-operate, end-to-end
home surveillance solution
that allows customers to
keep an eye on their loved
ones. It will also allow
them to talk to those at
home from wherever they
are through a two-way
communication system in
the camera.” “Customer
experience will be the key
differentiator for Xsafe, he
added, “Apart from state-of-
the-art cameras, every cus-
tomer will get a free consul-
tation from one of our vis-
iting Airtel experts.

Airtel launches Xsafe advanced
home surveillance solution

New Delhi, Sep 29:  

S&P Global Ratings on
Thursday said rising rates
and increased European
energy insecurity are hit-
ting growth in almost
every country, but India
with an estimated 7.3 per
cent growth this fiscal,
would be the ‘star’ among
emerging market
economies.

In a report, S&P said
global macro performance
over the next few quarters
points towards growth
slowdown with tightening
financial conditions amid
rate hikes by central
banks. Most leading and
sentiment indicators are
pointing toward slower
growth as well.

Growth eased in the sec-
ond quarter across emerg-
ing markets as inflation re-

duced real household in-
come, business confidence
deteriorated, and the ex-
ternal environment be-
came more complicated, it
said.

Emerging-market cen-
tral banks have been
ahead of their advanced-
country counterparts in
hiking policy rates, and in
Latin America they are
now near the end of their
tightening cycles.

Elsewhere, core infla-
tion continues to rise, sug-
gesting there is more work
to do. Large recent hikes
by the US Federal Reserve
are exacerbating balance-
of-payment strains across
emerging markets. “For
the 16 emerging
economies that we cover,
excluding China, 2022 GDP
growth will hit 5.2 per cent
this year, in our view.

India a ‘star’ among 

emerging market economies with 7.3

pc growth in FY23: S&P

Trisha Krishnan
read 5 books of
PS 1 for the role!
S

ony Entertainment Television’s The Kapil
Sharma Show, the audience’s favourite
weekend getaway, is all set for another ex-

citing episode filled with rib-tickling gags,
non-stop laughter and some Bollywood gup-
shup. Promising an unforgettable grand
laughter riot this weekend will be the block-
buster episode graced by star cast of the up-
coming epic period action film, PS 1
(Ponniyin Selvan: I ) i.e Vikram, Jayam
Ravi, Karthi, Trisha Krishnan and
Sobhita Dhulipala, who will be making
their debut on the most loved comedy
show. These stellar The Kapil Sharma
Show debutants will be seen laughing out
loud to the hilarious one-liners of host Kapil
Sharma as well as by the atrangi naya parivaar
– Kiku Sharda (Gudiya Laundry wali),
Sidharth Sagar(Ustad), Srikant Maski
(Pushpa) and Gaurav Dubey (Aparichit).

Making the episode extra special, the star
cast will be seen making some surprising reve-
lations about the movie PS-1, one being the fact
that the film will be released in two parts that
was shot in 120 days. The curious and funny
host Kapil Sharma will ask if, for the movie
which is based on Kalki Krishnamurthy’s
book, that has 5 volumes, the actors had to
read all the books to understand the film. To
which Vikram jokingly said, “Half the pay-
ment was for reading the book.” which
cracked everyone up.

Talking about reading the books, stunning
actress Trisha Krishnan shared, “When we
started shooting for the film, the entire
world was hit by the pandemic which led to
a lockdown. So, during that period, I read
all 5 volumes of the novel. I used to believe
that historic fictional novels are hard to
read but this was very interesting. After
finishing one book, you will be compelled
to pick the next one, it's that intriguing.
But the novel and the film are quite differ-
ent because the way Mani sir beautifully
summarized 5 books into 2 films is be-
yond my imagination. So, I call this
film Mani Ratnam’s PS 1.”

Tune into The Kapil Sharma
Show, this Saturday and
Sunday at 9:30 pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

ACROSS

1. Automobiles

5. Diva ____ Callas

10. Kitchen basin

14. Genesis location

15. Beside

16. Leg part

17. ____ Marie Presley

18. Italian staple

19. Upon

20. Nasty looks

22. Bench

23. Camping need

24. Wall socket

26. Good spirits

28. Of the seashore

31. Winter illness

34. Camera opening

38. Transparent

40. Fishing string

41. Extend a subscription

44. Modern Persia

45. Short distances

47. Bureaus

49. Rowing device

50. Poor farmer

53. Take hold of

55. Trinidad and ____

60. Got it! (2 wds.)

62. Birthday greeting

65. Document

66. Elects

67. Atlantic or Pacific

69. Zipped

70. Tarry

71. Horned animal, for short

72. Or ____!

73. Circle segments

74. Dogma

75. Gentle creature

DOWN

1. Viola's kin
2. Goodbye (Fr.)
3. Adjust again
4. Growl
5. Atlas item
6. Oh, dear!
7. Thorny bloom
8. Unbroken
9. Author ____ Christie
10. Emulate Michelle Kwan
11. Butt in
12. City light
13. Saved
21. Church group
25. Travel
27. Chicago trains
29. Exist

30. Transmits
32. Tragic king
33. Large vases
34. Too
35. Flat bread
36. Peppy
37. D.C. VIP
39. That man's
42. Time period
43. Exited
46. Resort
48. Quit
51. Accompany
52. Southwestern Indian
54. Relaxes
56. Stationed
57. Granny Smith, e.g.
58. Migratory birds
59. Command
60. Dubuque's locale
61. Shadowbox
63. Horse strap
64. A Scandinavian
68. ____ guilty
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With all the conversations you've had late-
ly, Aquarius, it's likely that you've talked
with some people in the healing profes-
sions. These doctors, nurses, and techni-
cians could be useful to you later. Be sure
to file their contact information away for
future reference. On another front, expect
to receive some good news concerning
your finances.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may discover an untapped talent today,
Pisces. Perhaps there's a new machine in
the office and you're the only one who can
figure out how to use it. Maybe drafting a
simple business proposal makes you realize
how much you enjoy the writing process.
This is a good day for any kind of creative
endeavor, as well as for paperwork of all
sorts. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Expect some positive developments today
that impact the whole family, Aries. Perhaps
you or your mate will receive word of a sig-
nificant raise or great job opportunity.
Perhaps you meet the one who is right for
you, and you know it the instant you lock
eyes. Whichever it is, don't let the opportu-
nity pass. If you don't seize it, someone else
surely will.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You should be feeling especially confident
today, Taurus. You've been working especial-
ly hard lately, and the recognition you've
received goes a long way toward reinforcing
your feelings of self-worth. Your life goals
suddenly seem more attainable and you'll
pursue them with renewed vigor. Your confi-
dence is grounded in reality. You will surely
succeed.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

This is a day made for fun and frivolity,
Gemini, not one in which you're likely to get
many of your chores done. Try as you might
to focus on the task at hand, there are dis-
tractions everywhere you turn. Your email
pals could be sending you jokes and notes,
and your friends could be bugging you to
join them for whatever type of outing is pos-
sible now. You may as well give in.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're a person of many talents, and
today you're likely to discover yet anoth-
er one, Cancer. The delivery of a new
piece of equipment makes you feel like
you've been given a toy for your sole
enjoyment. But once you get the comput-
er or piece of machinery up and running,
you need to share it with your co-work-
ers! 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Don't be surprised if a lot of people contact
you today, each one anxious to confer with
you. It seems that you're the authority on
all topics, Leo. All the attention is flattering,
but it makes it difficult to get any work
done. Do what you can to help your co-
workers, and then tell them that the help
desk is closed for the day. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Don't let yourself be manipulated by needy
friends, Virgo. With today's planetary ener-
gies, it's a good time to think about setting
clear boundaries. You know which friends
are there for you and lift you up and which
ones tend to drain all your time and energy
with the constant need for your immediate
attention. Try saying no. You can't fix other
people's lives for them anyway. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

This is a good day for sharing friendship
with pals and co-workers, Libra. People
will be in a light, socializing mood and
not much in a working frame of mind.
There's really no use fighting this ener-
gy. Enjoy yourself today and allow your-
self to detach from work issues. You can
all get back to the grindstone later. The
work will still be there.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your technical skills take a real leap for-
ward today, Scorpio. It seems all that
training you've done is finally paying off.
Your new skills will greatly increase your
efficiency and enhance your marketabili-
ty. If you've been thinking about applying
for a new position, get your resume ready
to send out when you see an appealing
ad. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Don't be surprised to see your co-work-
ers acting a bit silly today, Sagittarius.
There is no getting around the high
spirits that permeate the work environ-
ment. It's almost impossible to get any-
thing done with today's planetary
atmosphere. Rather than cracking the
whip and trying to increase productivi-
ty, why not join in? Lighten up a little.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Life's been a real whirlwind lately,
Capricorn. You may feel a bit overwhelmed
by everything that’s been going on. It's fun
to catch up with everyone, but a bit daunt-
ing to renew ties with old friends and try to
remember things that are going on with
new ones. Take a deep breath, Capricorn,
you're doing just fine.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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E
very language
across the globe
has its flavour and

common and sometimes
fun words or even expres-
sions, which, if translat-
ed into any other lan-
guage, lose their mean-
ing. On International
Translation Day, &TV
artists talk about un-
translatable common

Hindi words and how
their meaning completely
changes when translated
to some other language.
These artists include
Neha Joshi (Yashoda,
Doosri Maa), Yogesh
Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Shubhangi
Atre (Angoori Bhabi,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai).

Shubhangi Atre as
Angoori Bhabi in &TV's
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
shares, “Languages are
very beautiful and tricky.
When I used to train for
classical dance, I came
across a word called
Rasa, which is a Hindi
word that is difficult to
translate into English be-
cause its meaning is so vi-
sual. While talking of
performance arts, dance
forms, theatre, or cinema,
rasa is a form of commu-
nication with coordinat-
ed movements of the
eyes, feet, and vocal cords
to express emotions and
tell a story that reaches
the audience. It can also
be used more widely to
refer to the look or tone of
a work of art, although
it’s translated literally as
juice, taste, or essence. It
requires a lot of focus
and holds on languages to
understand and translate
content.” Watch Doosri
Maa at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists talk about
untranslatable 

common Hindi words

A
ctress Nimrat Kaur
has kicked-off the
shoot for her next

film 'Happy Teachers Day'
in Pune on Wednesday. The
actress was also recently
spotted at the Mumbai of-
fice of the film's produc-
tion house for the Muhurat
Pooja. The film also stars
Radhika Madan in the lead
role. When asked about her
excitement at the start of
the shooting, Nimrat ex-
pressed, "I am very excited
to be in Pune, to be shoot-
ing the film. Incidentally,
Pune is a city where I went
to my first school ever. I
was in Holloway Primary
School College Of Military
Engineering Pune here in
my first standard."

The actress is excited
about bringing a unique
story like 'Happy Teachers
Day' to the audience. "So
it's very very interesting
coming back here with a
theme like 'happy teachers
day' which is a story that
revolves around the educa-
tion world. I am very excit-
ed to be here, it's really
wonderful and I am look-
ing forward to the journey
as it begins", Nimrat
added.

Nimrat Kaur
starts shooting

for ‘Happy
Teachers Day’ 

in Pune

A
ctress Shruti
Haasan, who is
shooting in Turkey

for Nandamuri
B a l a k r i s h n a - s t a r r e r
'NBK107', made the most of
an off day and chose to go
for sightseeing along with
her staff and co-star, mas-
ter Satvik. The actress and
singer, along with her

staff, explored the beauty
of the city of Istanbul.
Shruti's staff have always
been like family to her and
they share a lovely rapport
with the 'Salaar' actress.
Shruti visited a theme
park and an arcade along
with her co-star, child
actor Satvik. The talented
young boy is the son of di-

rector Gopichand
Malineni and has worked
with Shruti in 'Krack' pre-
viously. The two went on
rollercoaster rides and
gaming zones and made
the most of their day off.

The actress also posted
videos of their joy rides to-
gether on her Instagram
account. On the work
front, Shruti is shooting
for a number of films.
Apart from Nandamuri
Balakrishna starrer
'NBK107', she has a film op-
posite superstar
Chiranjeevi tentatively ti-
tled 'Chiru 154' and 'Salaar'
opposite Prabhas.

The actress also re-
leased her independent
track 'She is a Hero' recent-
ly which throws light on
the struggles and tri-
umphs of women and the
track has been receiving
rave revolve for its music
and messaging.

Shruti Haasan takes time to
explore Turkey on off day

T
hey are both
known for their
eclectic and loud

fashion choices. This is
why filmmaker Karan
Johar says that he and
Bollywood's livewire star
Ranveer Singh are fash-
ion buddies.

Karan will be joined by
content creators Tanmay
Bhatt, Danish Sait,
Kusha Kapila and
Niharika NM on the fi-
nale episode of 'Koffee
With Karan' Season 7.

He finally opens up
about getting to share
the style icon title with
Ranveer Singh who is
known for never follow-
ing a rule book when it
comes to clothes.

"Ranveer and I are
complete fashion bud-
dies. We constantly text
each other saying you
killed that look. It then
reached a point when we
realized it was only us
complementing each
other, no one really both-
ered," said the host.

'Koffee with Karan'
Season 7 airs on Disney+
Hotstar.

Ranveer and I are
complete fashion

buddies: Karan Johar

A
ctress Barkha
Singh, who is gear-
ing up for her up-

coming streaming movie
'Maja Ma', shared that the
films proved to be a learn-
ing curve for her as well as
an amazing experience off
the camera as she learnt a
lot just by observing her
co-actors like Madhuri
Dixit, Sheeba Chaddha,
Rajit Kapur and Gajraj
Rao.

Elaborating on the
same, the actress said, "I
find myself very lucky to
be a part of a film like
Maja Maa and share
screen space with
Madhuri Dixit, Sheeba
Chaddha, Rajit Kapur and
Gajraj Rao. Anand Tiwari
was such a visionary cap-
tain of the ship."

She further spoke about
the monumental experi-
ence of her co-actors,
"They all are so experi-
enced and have such an
amazing body of work be-
hind them. When I got over
the initial jitters, I learnt a
lot by observing them.
They were very sweet to
give timely advice and tips
on how you can read and
interpret a scene better."

Explaining what it was
like shooting outside
Mumbai, the actress
added, "We would do din-
ners, movies and they
would bring little gifts for
us if they found something
interesting. We were like a
big family. I have learnt a
lot about my craft and my-
self on this film. It's been a
phenomenal experience."

Barkha Singh had gala time
working on ‘Maja Ma’
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New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI):

India's pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah was on
Thursday ruled out of the
T20 World Cup due to a
back stress fracture, deal-
ing a massive blow to team's
chances at the ICC flagship
event starting next month
in Australia.

A BCCI official told PTI
that Bumrah will be forced
out of action for six months
due to the back injury.

"Bumrah is not going to
play the T20 World Cup for
sure. He has a serious back

condition. It's a stress frac-
ture and he could be out for
a period of six months," a
senior BCCI official told
PTI on conditions of
anonymity. It is understood
that either Deepak Chahar
or Mohammed Shami could
replace Bumrah in the
main squad. Both were
named as stand-by players
for the prestigious tourna-
ment by the BCCI. Bumrah,
who played the second and
third T20 against Australia,
didn't travel with the team
to Thiruvananthapuram
for the series-opener

against South Africa. The
28-year-old fast bowler is
the second senior star play-
er to be ruled out after
Ravindra Jadeja, who is re-
covering from a knee sur-
gery. The Indian team is al-
ready looking unsettled at
the moment and Bumrah's
injury has only compound-
ed the woes for skipper
Rohit Sharma and coach
Rahul Dravid.

"Losing Bumrah and
Jadeja will be huge for
India. We didn't expect that
things will pan out as they
have. He was rested for the

Asia Cup precisely to man-
age his workload manage-
ment. Now it remains a
question if he was even fit
enough to play the
Australia series," the senior
official said. Many senior
players have been given ad-
equate rest, keeping in
mind their workload.

What is more interesting
is the fact that Bumrah has
played only five Tests, five
ODIs and as many T20Is in
2022 apart from IPL games
for Mumbai Indians.

"That's not a lot of crick-
et, considering that he was
rested for Asia Cup, West
Indies tour and also some of
the bilateral cricket played
in India. That's a lot of rest.

"As of now he is at the
NCA and the rehab will be a
long and arduous one. Yes,
World T20 is important but
he is still young and India's
biggest bowling asset. You
can't take risk with him,"
the official said.

Back stress fractures do
not require surgery but a
lot of time to heal.

Bumrah, who has a sling-
ing action, puts a lot of
pressure on his back during
loading. Former West
Indies pace bowling great
Michael Holding had as-
sessed that Bumrah was al-
ways a candidate for back
injuries.

Bumrah ruled out of T20 World
Cup due to back stress fracture

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI):

Stopping opponents
from scoring early goals
and making imposing
starts will be India's focus
heading into the men's
hockey World Cup next
year, said midfielder
Nilakanta Sharma.

India's Commonwealth
Games campaign in
Birmingham ended in a
disappointing 0-7 drub-
bing at the hands of
Australia in the final last
month. In that match the
Manpreet Singh-led side
had conceded five goals in
the first half itself.

"We have been going
through the video tapes of
our matches in CWG ever
since the camp started
and we have been work-
ing to make sure that we
don't concede any early
goals," Nilkanata said in a
media release.

"If we start strong, we
can go on to build on our
performance throughout
the game."

In next year's World
Cup at home, India are
grouped in pool D along
with England, Spain and
Wales. They begin their
campaign in Rourkela on
the opening day against
Spain on January 13.

"We have to face quite a

few strong sides in the
group stage of the World
Cup and we don't want to
end up feeling like we

haven't performed our
best at the end, so a good
start is crucial for a good
showing on home turf,"

Nilakanta stated.
"Our aim at the World

Cup is to get a medal, no
matter what. We hope to
qualify for the knockouts
comfortably even though
we face strong teams in
the group stage and then
focus on getting results
against any team that
stands in our way."

Ahead of the World
Cup the Indian team will
take on New Zealand and
Spain in the FIH Pro
League in Bhubaneswar.

"We do have the advan-
tage of having played
most of these teams in
the FIH Pro League
matches and we want to
take that experience on to
the pitch in Odisha," he
said.

"Once we get to the
quarterfinals you cannot
help but think, what if we
lose, but the people in
Odisha had been very
supportive last time
around and I will count
on that support to relieve
us of any pressure during
the upcoming World Cup.

"The whole team feels
that we need to keep the 2-
1 loss against
Netherlands in the 2018
World Cup in mind and
perform well, like we did
in the Olympics and
Commonwealth Games."

Focus is on ceasing early goals, making

imposing starts: Hockey midfieder Nilakanta

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav's sta-
tus as India's best T20I bat-
ter in recent times has been
reaffirmed as he became
the highest scorer in a sin-
gle calender year with 732
runs, surpassing Shikhar
Dhawan's 689 back in 2018.

Suryakumar, who scored
one of his finest T20I half-

centuries against South
Africa on a seaming track
in Thiruvananthapuram
on Wednesday, is only 24
runs short of completing
1000 runs in the format.

His strike-rate in 2022 is a
whopping 180.29, while his
career strike-rate is a stag-
gering 173.35 across 32
games. He has already hit
57 sixes and 88 boundaries

in his career so far.
Coming onto bat at No.4

position in the first T20I
against South Africa with
India being reduced to 17/2
in the seventh over,
Suryakumar hit two sixes
off his first three balls to
give the innings a change in
momentum after a slow
start. He remained unbeat-
en on 50 off 33 balls as India
scaled the target with more
than three overs to spare
and eight wickets in hand.

With the two sixes early
in the innings, Suryakumar
also went past Pakistan's
Mohammad Rizwan to
record the most sixes in any
calendar year in T20Is.
Rizwan held the record for
his 42 sixes in 2021 with
Martin Guptill also smash-
ing 41 sixes in the same
year. Suryakumar has
taken his tally of sixes to 45
in 2022 already, a record in
all T20Is, with three more
months to widen the gap
with Rizwan. While Rizwan
took 26 innings to hit 42
sixes, Suryakumar has bro-
ken the record batting five
times fewer.

Suryakumar is up to sec-
ond position in the latest
MRF Tyres ICC Men's T20I
Player Rankings with 801
rating points after his half-
century in the third and
final T20I against Australia
in Hyderabad.

Suryakumar is now India’s highest run-scorer
in T20Is in single calendar year

London, Sep 29 (PTI):

England white ball cap-
tain Jos Buttler and his
deputy Moeen Ali said
that running out a non-
striker for backing too is
not "their thing" and that
they would rather call the
player back if any of their
teammates used it as a
mode of dismissal.

Custodians of the laws
of cricket MCC have re-af-
firmed that a non-striker's
run out while backing up
is within the laws of the
game but there has been
no end to the debate in the
aftermath of the third and
final women's ODI be-
tween India and England
where Deepti Sharma ran
out Charlie Dean to com-
plete clean sweep for visi-
tors.

"No, I am calling the
batsman back," the 32-
year-old Buttler, who is re-
covering from a calf in-
jury ahead of the World
Cup, told TalkSPORT.

Incidentally, in IPL 2019,
Buttler was at the receiv-
ing end as Rajasthan
Royals opener when he
was dismissed in a similar
fashion by veteran Indian
off-spinner Ravichandran
Aswhin, who was back
then playing for Kings XI
Punjab.

"No one wants to see

them (mode of dismissal)
in the game because they
always create such a talk-
ing point when it should
be about the battle be-
tween bat and ball and
watching great games of
cricket. They always seem
to happen at unsavoury
times."

Moeen, the stand-in cap-
tain in their current T20I
series against Pakistan,
echoed similar senti-
ments: "No, it's not my
thing."

"I don't think I'll ever do
it unless I was really angry
with someone. It's in the

laws and there's nothing il-
legal so people that do it
have the right, but I just
hope it doesn't become a
common thing, or some-
thing that's regularly
done," Moeen told the
'Telegraph'.

"You are not really work-
ing to get a wicket. At least
with a run-out, there's a bit
of work that has to be
done, and with all the
other dismissals. This is
just waiting for the guy
and taking the bails off.
Even when I played cricket
as a kid in the garden, it's
not my thing to do."

Buttler, Moeen not in favour of running
out batters at non-striker’s end

Paris, Sep 29 (AP):

Nice's defenders must be
hoping their former coach
Christophe Galtier is kind
enough to rest Lionel Messi
for Saturday's game at Paris
Saint-Germain.

Messi's two goals for
Argentina against Jamaica
on Wednesday a typical solo
goal followed by a free kick
made it nine goals in his
past three games for the na-
tional team, taking his inter-
national tally to 90.

So far this season Messi
has four goals and a league-
high seven assists for league
leader PSG and his partner-
ship with Neymar is looking
much like their Barcelona
days from 2013-17.

"We have known each
other for a long time, by
heart, since Barcelona,"
Messi told sports channel
TUDN in an interview this
week. "We are happy to be

together. I love playing with
him." With Messi serving up
scoring chances galore
thanks to his rare vision of
the game and exquisite pass-

ing, it is perhaps no surprise
that Neymar is leading the
league with eight goals and
that France star Kylian
Mbapp is next with seven.

None of which is good
news for a Nice side lan-
guishing in 13th place;
weakened during the offsea-
son by the sale of key for-
ward Amine Gouiri to
Rennes and by Galtier's de-
parture to PSG after
Mauricio Pochettino was
fired. A rash of late summer
signings seemed like a quick
fix and created an unbal-
ance to the side that Nice
coach Lucien Favre has yet
to resolve.

Losing Galtier after just
one season in charge was a
big blow.

His arrival at PSG sur-
prised some observers, as it
marked a significant shift
away from the club's habit of
chasing big-name, fan-pleas-
ing coaches. Galtier's cre-
dentials were etched in fact
rather than any illustrious
reputation. After all, he is a
three-time French league
manager of the year.

Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 29 (PTI):

South Africa left-arm
spinner Keshav Maharaj
feels the Proteas need to
re-assess how to combat
the new ball which swung
"prodigiously" in the
first few overs of the
series opener
against India.

South Africa's batting
unit crumbled as Indian
seamers Arshdeep Singh
(3/32) and Deepak Chahar
(2/24) swung the ball both
ways to set up an eight-
wicket win for the hosts in
the first T20I here on
Wednesday night.

"I don't think it's a chap-
ter we need to dwell too
much on. However, we do
need to chat about how we
started," Maharaj said at
the post-match press con-
ference.

"The application we saw
upfront, we need to re-as-
sess that and find ways to
combat the swing. The ball
did swing prodigiously in
the first couple of overs."

Maharaj, who top-
scored for the visitors with
a 35-ball 41, feels some ad-
justment and a change in
mindset could help them
combat the swing.

"Something that we
need to address is the new

ball, the way we are play-
ing it, there is a lot of
swing in it. So maybe just
adjust our plan and mind-
set and take it from there,"
he added. South Africa
were reeling at 9/5 within
the first three overs before
Aiden Markram (25) and
Wayne Parnell (24) stead-
ied the ship before
Maharaj took them over
the 100-run mark.

"We didn't expect the
ball to swing so prodi-
giously. It wasn't an easy
wicket to bat on, it was two
paced, the odd balls skid-
ded through, a lot of ten-
nis ball bounce at various
points," Maharaj said.

South Africa need to
find ways to combat
new ball: Maharaj

Messi’s form gives Nice defenders
reason to fear PSG trip

Lahore, Sep 29 (PTI):

Pakistan pacer Haris
Rauf is banking on his
knowledge gained from
the Big Bash League to
outsmart Indian batters in
the marquee clash of the
T20 World Cup at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground on October 23.

The arch-rivals, who
don't play bilateral series
due to geo-political ten-
sions, will clash for a
fourth time in one year at
the MCG.

"If I give my best, they
won't be able to play me
easily. For the upcoming
World Cup match, I'm very
happy because it is at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground," Rauf, who plays
for Melbourne Stars in the
BBL, said in the post-
match interaction after
their six-run win over
England. "It is my home

ground because I play for
the Melbourne Stars, and I
have an idea of how the
conditions play out there.
I've already started plan-
ning on how I would bowl
against India," he said.

MCG my home ground: Rauf
sends warning to India ahead

of T20 World Cup opener

Lahore, Sep 29 (AP):

Captain Moeen Ali's
fighting unbeaten half
century went in vain as
Pakistan successfully de-
fended a below-par total to
beat England by six runs
in the fifth Twenty20.

Needing 15 runs off the

last over, Ali could hit just
one six off debutant fast
bowler Aamer Jamal to
reach his fifty before
England got restricted at
139-7. Mark Wood's pace
had earlier dismantled
Pakistan for 145 in 19 overs
in the lowest total so far of
the series, which Pakistan
now leads 3-2. David Willey
and Sam Curran both
grabbed 2-23.

It was the second time in
a row that England slipped
while chasing a below-par
total in the seven-match
series. They lost the fourth
T20 at Karachi by three
runs when Pakistan
chipped in with the last
three wickets for just one
run.

Ali made an unbeaten 51
off 37 balls, but Pakistan
strangled England
through spinners Iftikhar
Ahmed (1-16) and Shadab
Khan (1-25) in the middle
overs and the run-rate
kept on climbing.

Pakistan beats England
by 6 runs in 5th T20
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New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The ED has frozen Rs
9.82 crore worth funds kept
in merchant IDs with cer-
tain online payment gate-
ways as part of an ongoing
money laundering investi-
gation against a "Chinese-
controlled" investment
token app.

This is the second time
that the ED has frozen
funds kept in merchant IDs
with certain online pay-
ment gateways.

"Various Chinese-con-
trolled entities like Comein

Network Technology
Private Limited and oth-
ers, in service agreements
with various NBFCs (non
banking financial compa-
nies) were also operating
multiple suspicious
loan/other apps such as
Cashhome, Cashmart,
Easyloan etc. and they in-
dulge in receiving funds
from public on pretext of
operating these apps (mo-
bile applications)," the fed-
eral agency said in a state-
ment. The app-based token
under investigation in this
case is HPZ and the entities
whose funds have been
frozen under the anti-
money laundering law in-
clude Comein Network

Technology Private Ltd,
Mobicred Technology
Private Ltd, Magic Data
Technology Private Ltd,
Baitu Technology Private
Ltd, Aliyeye Network
Technology India Pvt Ltd,
Wecash Technology
Private Ltd, Larting
Private Ltd, Magic Bird
Technology Private Ltd
and Acepearl Services
Private Ltd.

"Account balances worth
Rs 9.82 crore of various
Chinese-controlled entities
maintained with payment
gateways, in respect of an
investigation relating to
the misuse of app-based
token named HPZ and
other similar applications

by several entities, have
been frozen," the ED said.

The Enforcement
Directorate had earlier this
month undertaken a simi-
lar operation and frozen
funds worth Rs 46.67 crore.
These funds were stated by
the agency to be belonging
to certain merchant enti-
ties and held in payment
gateways like Easebuzz,
Razorpay, Cashfree and
Paytm. These companies
had said that the funds did
not belong to them and
they were extending full
cooperation to the ED in
this investigation.

HPZ was an app-based
token which promised
users of large gains

against investment by de-
claring the same as "invest-
ing in mining machines for
Bitcoin and other cryp-
tocurrencies".

"The modus-operandi of
the fraudsters was to first
lure the victims to invest in
their companies on the pre-
text of doubling /multiply-
ing their investment
through the HPZ token and
other similar applications,"
the agency said.

The money laundering
case stems from an
October, 2021 FIR filed
against the accused compa-
ny and its linked persons
by the cyber crime unit of
the Kohima Police in
Nagaland.

Refuse
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi High
Court has refused to inter-
fere with an order evicting
a "disowned" son from the
house of his father who
filed a complaint against
him under the senior citi-
zen law. Justice Yashwant
Varma, while dismissing a
challenge by the son to the
eviction order under the
Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, noted that
the property was not
ancestral in nature and it
was the senior citizen who
was entitled to claim
exclusive rights over it and
in view of the "proven alle-
gations of harassment," no
interfere was called for.

Dead
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A labourer
died after he allegedly
fell into a 40 feet deep
under construction base-
ment at Safdarjung rail-
way station redevelop-
ment site here on
Thursday morning, police
said. The deceased, iden-
tified as Shamsher, is a
resident of Araria district
of Bihar, they said.

Pardoned 
AAggaarrttaallaa:: For the first
time in Tripura as many
as 15 prisoners serving
life terms were pardoned
and released after they
were found corrected,
officials said on Thursday.
The prisoners pardoned
include a CRPF jawan
from Agra and two
women, the officials said.

Mishap
AAmmeetthhii:: Three people
were killed and seven
others were injured when
the e-rickshaw they were
travelling in was hit by a
truck on Ayodhya-
Prayagraj national high-
way, police said on
Thursday. The incident
happened on Wednesday
night when they were
returning to Sultanpur
after performing a musi-
cal programme at
Pratapgarh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP) Lallan Singh said.

FESTIVE MOOD

Members and supporters of the LGBTQ community with sex workers' children per-
form during inauguration of a community Durga Puja pandal, at Red Light Area in
Kolkata, Thursday.
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BRIEF

A community Durga Puja pandal to
raise awareness on plastic ban,

ahead of the Durga Puja festival, 
in Kolkata, Thursday.
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Jammu, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Suspected terrorists
triggered a blast in a
parked bus in Jammu and
Kashmir's Udhampur
early Thursday, nine
hours after a similar ex-
plosion took place in the
city but there was no casu-
alty, police said.

Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP)
Jammu region Mukesh
Singh visited both the
sites and said high explo-
sives might have been
used in carrying out the
blasts which were of the
same pattern. "Initial ex-
amination points towards
use of high explosives," he
said, adding probe is on to
ascertain whether it was

the handiwork of terror
modules. The roof and the
backside of the bus were
blown away by the blast
that occurred around 5.30
am but no one was in-

jured, police said. The ex-
plosions took place days
ahead of the visit of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
from October 4. He was
supposed to embark on a

three-day visit to Jammu
and Kashmir on
September 30 and hold
public meetings in Rajouri
on October 1 and
Baramulla on October 2.
However, the visit was
rescheduled.

Speaking to reporters at
the site of blast in
Udhampur, ADGP Singh
said the "first explosion
took place on a parked bus
around 10:30 pm on
Wednesday near a petrol
pump. Two people sus-
tained minor injuries but
are now out of danger".

He said the other blast
that took place in the old
bus stand area.

Singh said the nature of
the blasts was being ascer-
tained, adding probe is
being done on various an-
gles.

Kumhari, Sep 29: 

A couple and their two
children were found dead in
their home in  Durg district
on Thursday, with police
suspecting they were mur-
dered by someone known to
them.

Some locals saw their
bodies and informed police,
Durg Superintendent of
Police Abhishek Pallava
said.

The bodies of Bholanath
Yadav (34), his wife Naila
(30), son Parmad (12) and
Mukta (7) were found with
injuries inflicted with an
axe in their house in
Kapsada village under
Kumhari police station lim-
its, he said.

Police have found an axe

with blood stains at the spot
and sent it for forensic
analysis, he said.

"Prima facie, circumstan-
tial evidence suggests that
someone known to the de-
ceased committed the of-
fence," Pallava said, adding
that a case has been regis-
tered in this connection and
further investigation is un-
derway.

Yadav, a native of
Balangir district in neigh-
bouring Odisha, had shifted
to Kapsada with his family
11 years ago and since then
worked at a farm belonging
to one Punaram Tandon in
the village, the official said.

The family was staying
in a house built at the farm,
he said. After being alerted,
a police team was rushed to
the spot and the bodies
were sent for post-mortem,
he said.

Sukma, Sep 29: 

Seven Naxalites have
surrendered in Sukma dis-
trict, a police official said
on Thursday.

They laid down arms
after being impressed with
the state government's re-
habilitation policy and the
district police's 'Puna
Narkom (new dawn in the
local Gondi dialect) cam-
paign, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma said.

"The seven were active
in the limits of Bheji po-
lice station. Madkam
Masa, Mandvi Hirma,
Madkam Bhima, Madkam
Bandi, Madkam Nanda,
Sodi Joga and Lachinder
were allegedly involved in
several incidents," he said.

The intelligence unit of
CRPF's 219th battalion
played a significant role in
the surrender of these
seven Naxalites, the SP

added. An encouragement
amount and other facili-
ties will be provided as the
state government's policy
to the surrendered
Naxalites, Sharma said.

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Thursday
announced that he will not
contest the Congress presi-
dential polls as he took
moral responsibility for the
political crisis in his state,
and said the decision on
whether he would remain
CM would be taken by party
chief Sonia Gandhi.

After meeting the party
president at her 10 Janpath
residence, Gehlot told re-
porters that he apologised to
Gandhi for the develop-
ments on Sunday when
MLAs supporting him de-
fied the central observers
and thwarted their move to
hold a meeting of party leg-
islators.

Instead, they held a paral-
lel meet to pitch for Gehlot's
continuation or the guaran-
tee that his bete noire
Sachin Pilot does not re-
place him. Gehlot, a three-
time state chief minister, de-
scribed himself as a disci-

plined soldier of the party
and expressed his sadness
over the turn of events in
the state. Asked if he will
continue as chief minister,
Gehlot said Gandhi will de-
cide on the issue.

"In the last 50 years, I have
worked as a loyal Congress
soldier from the time of
Indira Gandhi, Rajiv
Gandhi, Narasimha Rao
and Sonia ji, be it becoming
a central minister or state
unit chief, general secretary
or CM for the third time, I
cannot forget that. The
events that happened (on
Sunday) has shaken all of
us. Only I know how hurt I
am because a message went
that I want to remain CM,"
Gehlot said. "I have apolo-
gised to Sonia ji because a
simple resolution, which is
our tradition and which we
always pass, a situation
emerged that it could not be
passed. I, as a CLP leader,
whatever the reasons, could
not get the resolution
passed," he said.

Surat, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly polls due later
this year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday held a roadshow
in Surat and said the city
will emerge as the safest
and convenient diamond
trading hub in the world
once the Diamond
Research and Mercantile
(DREAM) City project is
completed.

The PM later also held a
roadshow in Bhavnagar
city where women show-
ered rose petals on his car
and artistes performed folk
dances on stages erected by
local administration at sev-
eral places along the route.

In Surat, Modi addressed
a rally in Limbayat area

after laying the foundation
stone and inaugurating a
host of projects worth Rs
3,400 crore, including inau-
guration of the main en-
trance gate and phase-1
works of DREAM City, an
ambitious project coming
up on 700 hectares of land
near Khajod village on the

outer Ring Road of Surat.
He also said the Indian

Railways has come up with
a plan to run a special train
between Surat and his Lok
Sabha constituency
Varanasi for convenient
transportation of textile
products from here to Uttar
Pradesh.

New Delhi, Sep 28 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Digvijaya Singh, who is
likely to file his nomina-
tion for the Congress pres-
ident's post on Friday, met
Shashi Tharoor, who said
they agreed that theirs is
"not a battle between ri-
vals but a friendly contest"
among colleagues. Singh
met the party MP from
Thiruvananthapuram on
Thursday after collecting
nomination papers for the
polls.

"Received a visit from
Digvijaya Singh this after-
noon. I welcome his candi-
dacy for the Presidency of
our Party," Tharoor said in
a tweet. "We both agreed
that ours is not a battle be-

tween rivals but a friendly
contest among colleagues.
All we both want is that
whoever prevails,
@incIndia will win!" he
said. Tharoor has already
declared that he will file
his nomination for the
post of Congress president
on Friday, the last day of
the nomination process.

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The CBI has led a mas-
sive countrywide crack-
down on narcotics net-
works in coordination with
the NCB, Interpol and po-
lice in multiple states, lead-
ing to the arrest of 175 al-
leged drug peddlers, offi-
cials said Thursday.

As many as 127 FIRs
have been filed by the agen-
cies involved in 'Operation
Garuda' which started ear-
lier this week to "disrupt,
degrade and dismantle"
drug networks with inter-
national linkages, CBI said
in a statement. The global

operation was planned
through a "rapid exchange"
of intelligence on narco-
trafficking and coordinat-
ed actions with enforce-
ment agencies across inter-
national jurisdictions
through Interpol, officials
said.

Police of eight states and
Union Territories, includ-
ing Punjab, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Maharashtra,
and the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) tracked
around 6,600 suspects dur-
ing the operation following
which 127 cases were regis-
tered and around 175 peo-
ple, including six abscon-
ders and proclaimed of-
fenders, were arrested,
they said.

CHINESE LOAN APPS

ED freezes fresh Rs 9.82 cr worth funds
̈ Kept in payment

gateway accounts

ACT OF TERROR

2nd blast in bus in 9 hrs
rocks Udhampur

̈ No casualty

Bomb diposal squad members inspect after a blast took place in a
bus parked at a bus stand in Udhampur, Thursday morning.

Gehlot apologises to Sonia,
will not contest prez poll

SC asks Centre
for starvation

death data
New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the
Centre to place before it
data on deaths due to star-
vation and malnutrition
across the country besides
a model plan to implement
the community kitchen
scheme.

The top court had on
January 18 said the Centre
will have a role in drafting
the model Community
Kitchens Scheme and, par-
ticularly, exploring the
possibility of providing
additional food grains for
it. It had granted two
weeks to all the state gov-
ernments and Union
Territory administrations
to file an affidavit indicat-
ing the incidence of star-
vation deaths, if any, and
malnutrition, with a copy
in advance to the counsel
for the petitioner as also
the attorney general who
will collate the national
data for court's perusal.

Seven Naxalites surrender

The seven were active in the
limits of Bheji police station.
Madkam Masa, Mandvi
Hirma, Madkam Bhima,
Madkam Bandi, Madkam
Nanda, Sodi Joga and
Lachinder were allegedly
involved in several inci-
dents. The intelligence unit
of CRPF's 219th battalion
played a significant role in
the surrender of these
seven Naxalites. They laid
down arms after being
impressed with the state
government's rehabilitation
policy and the district
police's 'Puna Narkom (new
dawn in the local Gondi
dialect) campaign.

About the surrender

Couple and two
children found dead 
̈ Police suspect

murder

PM ROAD SHOW IN SURAT AND BHAVNAGAR

‘DREAM city project to help Surat

emerge safest diamond trading hub’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves at supporters during a 
roadshow, in Surat, Thursday.

CBI leads major crackdown
against drug cartels

̈ 127 cases registered,
175 arrested

Tharoor vs Digvijaya
in ‘friendly contest’

Durga Puja makes a

comeback in Delhi
New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

After a two-year pandemic lull,
Delhi is gearing up for Durga
Puja with pandals already
decked up in all their glory and
street lined with stalls selling
toys and confectionaries. The
Durga Puja committees in the
city have sprung into action
and are expecting an increase
in the number of devotees by
magnitudes. The Durga puja
will be celebrated from
October 1 to 5. The spirit of the
festival has already gripped the
people of Delhi including those
living in Chittaranjan Park, an
area known for its sizeable
Bengali community. The
Chittaranjan Park Kali Mandir
Society, which organises one of
the biggest Durga puja festivals
in Delhi, is busy with last-
minute preparations.

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

In a significant ruling on
reproductive rights of
women, the Supreme Court
held on Thursday that all
women are entitled to safe
and legal abortion till 24
weeks of pregnancy under
the Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (MTP) Act, and
making any distinction on
the basis of their marital
status is "constitutionally
unsustainable".

The top court also said
that the meaning of offence
of rape must include mari-
tal rape for the purpose of
the MTP Act.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud, JB
Pardiwala and AS Bopanna

said the rights of reproduc-
tive autonomy give similar
rights to unmarried women
as that to married women.

The bench, in its verdict,
said the distinction be-
tween married and unmar-
ried women under the abor-
tion laws is "artificial and
constitutionally unsustain-
able" and perpetuates the
stereotype that only mar-
ried women are sexually ac-
tive. Under the MTP Act
provisions, the upper limit
for the termination of
pregnancy is 24 weeks for
married women, special
categories including sur-
vivors of rape and other
vulnerable women such as
the differently-abled and
minors.

SC includes ‘marital rape’
in ambit of abortion law
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BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2299:: In a sensational
incident, four members of a fam-
ily including two minors were
bludgeoned to death with an axe
at a village situated in Kumhari
Police Station limits. Bodies of
the man, wife and their two chil-
dren were recovered from the
farm where they lived and
worked as labourers.

The incident occurred on the
intervening night of Thursday at
Poonaram Tondon's farms situ-
ated at village Kapsada of
Kumhari. The deceased were
identified as Bholanath Yadav
(34), his wife Naila Yadav (30)
and their children Mukta (12)

and Pramod (7). The family
lived at a house constructed in
the farms of Poonaram Tondon
and worked as labourers here.
The family hails from Balangir,
Orissa and has been living here
in Kumhari for the last 12 years.
Bholanath's body was found
lying in the farms while the
body of the woman was lying
near the entrance of their
house. The bodies of the chil-
dren were lying in a pool of
blood inside the house.

On information, a police team
reached the spot and investiga-
tions were launched. On the in-
structions of IG BN Meena, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv, DSP (Crime)

Nasar Siddhiqui also reached the
crime scene and supervised the
investigations. A 30-member
team has been constituted by in-
cluding three Inspectors and
eight Assistant Sub Inspectors to
investigate the matter. Forensic

experts conducted the crime
scene investigation and have re-
covered the murder weapon.
Fingerprints and other vital evi-
dence have been collected and
preserved. Dog Squad was also
pressed into service.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava stated
that prima facie it appears that
the assailant was known to the
family. It is supposed that the
murderer would have firstly
killed Bholanath outside the
house. His wife Naila would have

witnessed the incident after
which she would have tried to
run towards the house. The ac-
cused possibly chased the lady
and attacked her with the axe
after which she fell near the
door of the house. The murderer

would have then killed the chil-
dren and left the axe near the
lady's body before escaping.
Almirah placed inside the house
was also broken but police were
not able to ascertain the missing
items. It is suspected that this
sensational incident was the out-
come of some family dispute.
Younger brother of the deceased
reportedly partied with his
friends and had consumed liquor
late evening on Wednesday.
Huge cash was also recovered
from his possession and there
were injury marks on his head.
Police are interrogating all the
members of the family.

Bholanath has two more
daughters - Karishma and

Triveni, who had gone to sleep at
their grandfather's house.
Bholanath's father Rajbhar
Yadav had come to Kumhari
about 20 years ago and had
started farming by taking farms
on contract. Rajbhar and his
sons had taken 2-3 vegetable
farms in this area on contract.
Rajbhar stated that everything
was fine when he visited
Bholanath's place around 21:30
hrs on Wednesday. When
Bholanath did not respond to
phone calls on Thursday morn-
ing, Rajbhar again visited the
farms and found his son lying in
the fields. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava claimed that the case
will be solved soon.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2299::  The PG
Department of Botany, St
Thomas College, organized a
10 days Certificate Program on
"Seed Sciences and
Technology" from September
12-22, 2022. This certificate
program stresses on enhanc-
ing the skill to become seed
analyst and to engage in seed
research development. The
program was inaugurated by
Dr Vinita Thomas, Ex HOD
Botany Department St Thomas
College, Bhilai. She gave a pro-
logue on Seed Science in a
very luminous way. She em-
phasized on the importance of
Seed Science and stressed on
various objectives, like  basic
perceptive of seed morphology
and physiology, the role of
seed in agriculture and

forestry, prologue to basic
technology used in seed indus-
try, and expansion of  skill to
assess the seed quality for cer-
tification.

Dr Jyoti Bakshi, Head of
Botany Department, gave her
key role by arranging the
Certificate Programme in an
amazingly smooth way. The re-

source persons of this pro-
gramme were Dr Jyoti Bakshi,
HOD PG Department of
Botany, St Thomas College, Dr
Suruchi Parkhey, Asst Prof, PG
Department of Botany, St
Thomas College, Dr Alok Sahu,
Asst Prof SoS Life Sciences, Pt
RSU, Raipur, Dr Balaram Sahu
Assistant Professor, Raipur,

Dev Narayan Patel Assistant
Professor PG Department of
Botany, St Thomas College,
Bhilai and Yasmin Hussain
Lecturer JB School Kawardha. 

The Chairman of the College
His Grace Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius, praised the initiative
taken by the PG Department of
Botany of St Thomas College
on developing a Certificate
Program on Seed Sciences and
Technology. Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese, Administrator of the
College also blessed and said
that there is a need to develop
good diversity of seeds and to
make available it to the farm-
ers so that they can accom-
plish the stipulate of food in a
levelled way. Principal Dr MG
Roymon of St Thomas College
congratulated the Department
of Botany for arranging the
certificate programme. 
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Bhilai, Sep 29:
Professional Activity Club
(PAC), Bhilai Institute of
Technology, Durg organ-
ized a Technical Paper
Presentation Competition
for the award of Young
Engineer (B Tech)/ Young
Technocrat (MCA)/ Young
Manager (MBA) as part of
Engineer's Day/Manager's
Day celebrations recently.
The Theme of Competition
was Smart Engineers for
Better World and Smart
Managerial Activities for
Better World for B
Tech/MCA and MBA re-
spectively.

The event started with
Saraswati Vandana and
Lamp Lighting in all nine
Departments, followed by
Official Welcome address,
brief introduction about
Engineer's Day/ Manager's
Day. The competition was
judged by 2 judges, one ex-

ternal judge from other de-
partment and one internal
judge from the host depart-
ment.

The Technical Paper
Presentation Competition
was conducted under the
able guidance of HODs Dr
SK Jaiswal, Dr Shiena
Shekhar, Dr Anupama
Huddar, Dr Sunita Soni, Dr
Ani Thomas, Dr Surekha

Busnur, Dr Naveen
Dewangan, Dr Urvashi
Shrivastava and depart-
mental

Coordinators Shikha
Verma, Dr Devesh
Shrivastava, Jitesh
Panigrahi, Nikita Ahuja,
PD Mishra, Neeraj Kharya,
Abhishek Kumar Agrawal,
Dolly Gautam, Dr Sheetal
Sharma of departments:

Civil Engineering/
M e c h a n i c a l
Engineering/Electrical
Engineering/Computer
Science and Engineering/
Information Technology &
Computer Applications/
Electrical and Electronics
Engineering / Electronics
and Telecommunications
Engineering / Management
respectively. The

Competition was conducted
in parallel in all nine de-
partments under the um-
brella of Professional
Activity Club, monitored by
Dr Jyothi Pillai, Professor
Incharge, PAC, BIT, Durg.

About 300 students par-
ticipated and about 120 pa-
pers were presented by stu-
dents of all departments.
Recent topics and knowl-
edge driven presentations
were portrayed by partici-
pants making the event a
grand success.

The success of the event
was a joint effort by all fac-
ulty members, staff mem-
bers and student volun-
teers of various depart-
ments. IP Mishra, Hony
Secy BIT, Dr Arun Arora,
Director, BIT, Durg, Dr
Mohan Gupta, Principal,
BIT, Durg and Dr Manisha
Sharma, Vice Principal,
BIT, Durg congratulated
the efforts of all
Departments.

BSP employees of I & A
Zone felicitated with Karm

Shiromani Award
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Bhilai, Sep 29: Employees
belonging to
Instrumentation and
Automation zone of Bhilai
Steel Plant were felicitated
on September 27 with
'Karm Shiromani Puraskar'
for their exemplary work
performance under the
'Shiromani Puraskar
Yojana' of Bhilai Steel

Plant. The winners of
Karm Shiromani award (I
& A zone) include Seema
Kanwar, OCT of INCOS de-
partment. The norms of so-
cial distancing were fol-
lowed in conducting and
distribution of the prizes
during the function in the
wake of COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Asit Saha, CGM I/c
(M&U), Permanand
Maravi, GM

(Instrumentation), AM
Danny, GM
(Instrumentation), and MP
Singh, GM (INCOS)  pre-
sented the award winners
with a certificate of merit,
memento and appreciation
letter for the spouse of the
employee. The programme
was conducted by Girish
Kumar Madharia,
Assistant Manager
(Personnel - P&E Zone).

Company delivered resilient 
performance in the face of 

hurdles in FY22: SAIL Chairman
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 29: Steel
Authority of India Limited
(SAIL) held its 50th Annual
General Meeting, on
Wednesday at Company's
headquarter at Lodi Road,
New Delhi. Soma Mondal,
Chairman, SAIL addressed
the shareholders in the
meeting, held through a
virtual platform, informed
a press communique from
Bhilai Steel Plant, the local
SAIL unit.

It further informed that
Soma Mondal, in her ad-
dress, highlighted the
achievements of the
Company during 2021-22
while underlining the fu-
ture plan of the Company.
SAIL has posted its best
ever production perform-
ance by producing 18.733
million tonne (MT) of hot
metal and 17.366 MT of
crude Steel during FY'22.

The Company entered
for the first time into the
elite club of Indian

Companies having a
turnover above Rs. 1 lakh
crore. The turnover of Rs
1.03 lakh crore during FY'22
saw an astronomical
growth of more than 50%
over the previous best of
Rs. 68452 crore achieved
during FY'21. The increase
in turnover coupled with
improved operational per-
formance helped the
Company achieve its high-
est ever numbers in terms
of profitability. Describing
2022 as a milestone year for
the country as India com-
pleted 75 glorious years of
independence, she said "it
is an extraordinary mile-
stone in the journey of
modern India which as-
sumes further significance
in the light of India's pre-

paredness to gravitate for-
ward into India 2.0.SAIL is
prepared to contribute to
this growth story of India
by capitalizing on the in-
trinsic strength and re-
sources at disposal." 

The address also cov-
ered SAIL's role as a con-
scientious ethical corpo-
rate and the focus is on
meeting the ESG goals. In
times to come, SAIL would
be making many more in-
terventions with respect to
carbon emission to meet
the global standards. With
due emphasis on sustain-
ability, the Company is
continuously improving
upon its processes, prod-
uct basket, policies while
building an ambitious
roadmap for the future.

Huge cache of cannabis 
recovered from SUVs

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 29: A huge
cache of cannabis was re-
covered when it was being
smuggled from Orissa to
Maharashtra in two SUVs.
The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) team inter-
cepted the vehicle at mid-
night near Kumhari Toll
Plaza. About 300 kgs of
cannabis was recovered
from the secret compart-

ment built on the roof of
the vehicles. Value of the
seized cannabis is around
Rs 6 lakhs.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that the NCB
Indore Zone office had re-
ceived a specific tip off re-
garding the vehicles in
which cannabis was being
smuggled from Orissa to
Nagpur. The vehicles were
to travel across
Chhattisgarh to reach their

destination.
The NCB assisted by the

team of Kumhari Police
Station was secretly posi-
tioned at Kumhari Toll
Plaza right from the wee
hours of Wednesday. After
a long wait, the SUVs of
the smugglers reached
Kumhari around mid-
night. The vehicles were
intercepted and the drivers
were taken into custody.

On searching, police

found that the cannabis
packets were hidden be-
tween the roof and its insu-
lation sheet. The cops had
to cut the roof to recover
the narcotics.

The SUV drivers are
identified as Pampa
Pushpa Rao and Kodiria
Baburao, both residents of
Visakhapatnam. They
were driving the vehicles
bearing registration num-
bers OR24-B-6505 and

OR18-C-0855.
They had loaded the con-

signment from Malkangiri
in Orissa and had to deliver
it in Nagpur. They were to
receive Rs 50000 for trans-
porting the cannabis.

The NCB team interro-
gated the accused to expose
the entire racket. NCB will
produce the accused before
the court and will take
them to Indore on transit
remand.
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Professional Activity Club, BIT Durg organises
Technical Paper Presentation Competition

St Thomas College organises Certificate
Program on ‘Seed Sciences and Technology’
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Bhilai, Sep 29: On the holy
occasion of Navratri,
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions reverberated to
pulsating garba and
dandiya raas beats and
spectacular Navaratri
events. The festivities
usher in grand celebra-
tions after the pandemic.
The renewed energy is pal-
pable this year.
Preparations for Navratri
began much earlier at SRGI
with business as usual dur-
ing the day and dance ses-
sions later on. For this an-
nual event, the crowd was
at a feverish pitch.

Garba is the best thing
about Navratri, exclaim
students. The trend has
changed and folk music

has been replaced by or-
chestra and DJ music.
People from different com-
munities are also partici-
pating and, the scale has
only become bigger. The
euphoria when around
2,000 people dance at a
time on a huge garba stage
is incredible.

The night began at 18:00
hrs with the worshipping
of Goddess Durga. A live
performance by one of the
best music bands in the
state "Saif and Sohel"
made it all the more spe-
cial for the students with
his team. The LED speak-
ers blasted the first tunes

for the night, commanding
the students to forget
everything about their mo-
notonous lives. The lights
were dimmed to ensure a
thrilling atmosphere
where everyone danced to
the rhythmic dandiya
beats. On the trend chang-
ing from folk music to
rhythmic beats, young-
sters loved to dance ener-
getically to DJ beats. The
fun moments with friends
become a good memory.
Vanshika became garba
queen and Dipanshu be-
came garba king while
Tushar and Rajnandini
were awarded best
dandiya player titles.
Chairman of SRGI Sanjay
Rungta and Director Saket
Rungta wished everybody
a very happy Navratri.

Garba night held with fervour at
Sanjay Rungta Group of Institutions

Four of a family bludgeoned to death in Kumhari
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Raipur, Sep 29: Amazon
Great Indian Festival
(AGIF) 2022’ is live on
Amazon.in and is dedicat-
ed to sellers and partners
to reach millions of cus-
tomers across the country.
AGIF has over 2,000 new
product launches and a
wide selection from top
brands across categories.
As Raipur gears up for the
festivities, Amazon Pay
today announced that their
UPI instrument, followed
by everyday use cases like
money transfers and bill
payments have seen the
highest transactions in the
city during the festive sea-
son.

The first 36 hours of
AGIF 22’ witnessed more
than 500 million Indians
having access to cashback
and EMI offers on
Amazon.in with 50% more
customers opting for EMI

or Pay Later compared to
last year. Vikas Bansal,
Director, Amazon Pay
said,“At Amazon Pay, we
are humbled to serve our
customers by making digi-
tal payments trusted, con-
venient and rewarding.
The payment trends ob-
served in Raipur are a
clear testimony of cus-
tomers’ trust and adoption
across India. To meet the
diverse needs of our cus-
tomers we have introduced
several value propositions
including Amazon Pay
UPI, Amazon Pay Balance,
credit products – Amazon
Pay Later, Amazon Pay
ICICI co-branded credit
card, and more. Our aim is
to help our customers max-
imize their savings and
provide an unmatched pay-
ment experience during
the biggest celebration of
the year.”

Customers can enjoy convenient and
secure payments with Amazon Pay 

Raipur, Sep 29: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
presided over a meeting re-
garding Business Reform
Action Plan under the
Department of Industries
and Commerce held at
Mantralaya Mahanadi here
on Thursday. In the meet-
ing, various departments of
the state government,
under which the implemen-
tation of reform points
under the Business Reform
and Citizen Reform, were

discussed in detail. It was
informed in the meeting
that all the process under
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (Health
Card) has to be done online.
In this regard, the officials
were directed to take neces-
sary action at the earliest.
Instructions were given to
develop a single window
system for providing citi-
zen services through a sin-
gle portal. Under this, serv-
ices like birth, death certifi-

cate, electricity connection,
ration card, employment
registration are included.
In this meeting organized
through video conferenc-
ing, Agriculture
Department Secretary Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh, Special
Secretary Industries and
Commerce Mr. Himshikhar
Gupta along with Food
Civil Supplies and
Consumer Department,
Energy, Urban
Administration, Revenue,
Housing Environment,
Technical Education,
Labour Department and
Officers of other depart-
ments including
Environment Protection
Board participated.

Business Reform Action Plan meeting held BJP forms committee
to probe reported
suicide of tribal

Raipur, Sep 29: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday formed a com-
mittee to probe into report-
ed suicide of tribal
Budhram Baiga of village
Kukudur in Kawardha
District. BJP Office
Secretary Naresh Gupta in-
formed that senior tribal
leader Nand Kumar Sai,
BJP Vice President
Shivratan Sharma, BJP
General Secretary Vijay
Sharma, ST Morcha chief
Vikas Markam, Kawardha
BJP President Anil Kumar
Thakur and Videshiram
Dhruv are part of the inves-
tigation team.
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Raipur, Sept 29: A late
onslaught by ace all-
rounder Irfan Pathan
scoring 37 runs from just
12 balls and unbeaten
half century from fellow
opener Naman Ojha
helped India Legends reg-
ister a five-wicket win
over heavy-weights
Australia Legends in the
Road Safety World Series
semi-final at Naya Raipur
stadium to enter into the
final of the tournament.

Chasing the target of
172 runs, the Indian
Legends were struggling

at one stage with just 125
runs for 5 wickets in the
16th over as former
greats including Sachin
Tendulkar, Yuvraj Singh,
Suresh Raina and Yusuf
Pathan fell cheaply. It
was wicket -keeper bats-
men Naman Ojha who
had been controlling the
innings from one end
and scored 90 runs from
62 runs.

However, it was ar-
rival of Irfan Pathan at
crease which ensured
victory for India. He
scored a quick-fire 37
runs with the help of 4
sixes and 2 fours in his 12
balls innings. Indian
Legends would now play
final match on October 1.

Irfan-Ojha seal 5 wickets
win for Legends 

in RSWS semi-final

Agrawal inaugurates state level
school sports competition

Raipur, Sep 29: Revenue
and Disaster Management
Minister Jaisingh Agrawal
inaugurated the school
sports competition at CSEB
football ground in Korba,
district headquarter. He en-
couraged the participants
from all over the state to
participate in the competi-
tion. The competition is
being organised in Korba

from  September 27th to
30th. In the competition,
school children of 14 to 19
years from across the state
are participating in tennis,
cricket, kick boxing, foot-
ball, Gatka games. At the
launch of the competition,
Revenue Minister Agrawal
said that for physical and
mental development, a state
level school sports competi-

tion is being organized by
involving school children in
sports activities.

Children are participat-
ing in different disciplines
in this competition. In the
inauguration ceremony,
Mayor of Municipal
Corporation Korba
Rajkishore Prasad,
President of District
Panchayat Shivkala

Kanwar, Collector Sanjeev
Jha, CEO of District
Panchayat Nutan Kanwar
and Chairman of
Municipal Corporation
Korba Shyam Sundar Soni,
Commissioner of
Municipal Corporation
Prabhakar Pandey, District
Education Officer G.P.
Bharadwaj and residents
were present.

Revenue cases be sorted out 
within time limit: Collector

Raipur, Sep 29: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Bhure has
clearly instructed all the
Revenue Officers to resolve
the revenue matters within
the stipulated time-limit as
far as possible for the con-
venience and problems of
the citizens. He asked to re-
solve all the undisputed
mutation, division, demar-
cation, revenue collection
and diversion etc. cases re-
lated to land within the
stipulated time-limit in the
meeting of Revenue
Officers, held recently.

Farmers, villagers or
any other citizen should
not have to visit the offices
unnecessarily for their
land related matters, so all
the cases should be re-
solved in time-limit in pub-
lic interest, he said at the
meeting. The Collector di-
rected to organize camps in
the urban bodies for the re-
newal of nazool land patta
(lease). He directed to expe-
dite the disposal of applica-
tions received under Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin Bhumihin
Krishi Mazdoor Sahayata

Yojana.
Dr Bhure also asked to

expedite the survey work
for the registration of
Other Backward Classes
and Economically Weaker
Sections. He directed the
revenue officers to do phys-
ical verification of all
pending cases and dispose

them in priority order and
monitor it every week. Dr
Bhure also directed the
revenue officers to resolve
the applications received
through Jan Seva Kendras
for making certificates of
income, caste, residence
etc. within the time-limit
prescribed by the govern-

ment. Municipal
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, Additional
Collector Virendra
Bahadur Panchbhai, rev-
enue officers of all sub-di-
visions, Tehsildars and
revenue officers posted in
the collector’s office were
present.

Newer techniques to treat CAD
with precision: Dr Jain

Raipur, Sep 29: Coronary
artery disease (CAD), a
narrowing of the heart’s
coronary arteries due to
severe blockages in the
form of plaque, is one of
the most common form of
heart disease. The mortali-
ty rate in this disease
ranges from 10 to 25 per-
cent. Plaque is made up of
cholesterol, fat, and waste
cells from our blood. It is
caused due to irregular
routine and eating habits.

If coronary artery dis-
ease is not treated, it can
completely block blood
flow, increasing the risk of
heart attack or heart fail-
ure. When the blockage is
less than it can be cured
with some medicines and
regular routine changes. If
the blockage is severe, the
patient may require angio-
plasty or surgical interven-
tion. Now the use of ad-

vanced procedures of car-
diac science has enabled
patients to choose appro-
priate treatment options
such as medical therapy or
the right decision regard-
ing coronary angioplasty
or bypass surgery, said Dr.
Pranay Anil Jain,
Interventional cardiolo-
gist, Raipur . It helps to
take State-of-the-art tests to
help interventional cardi-
ologists to decide whether
to use new techniques

such as rota-ablation and
shockwave therapy before
stenting, he added

IVUS: Intravascular
Ultrasound  technique is
similar to endoscopy. In
this technique a wire is in-
serted into the patient’s ar-
tery on which the camera
is mounted. This helps to
see the blockage. This tech-
nique shows the narrow-
ing of the artery, the length
and stiffness of the block-
age, and the calcium stored
in the artery. Not only this,
after stenting the patient
whether the implantation
is correct or not, it can also
be known by this tech-
nique. IVUS involves the
use of a transducer to gen-
erate sound-waves that
strike the walls of the ar-
teries and convert the re-
sulting echo into the pic-
ture. OCT is an optical im-
aging technique that uses

infrared light to visualize
the inside of blood vessels
and determine the type
and extent of plaque.
Along with this, it also
gives an accurate assess-
ment of the size, expan-
sion and correct opening of
the stent.

New techniques are
more effective and result-
oriented in coronary ar-
tery disease and help the
patient decide on the best
option between medical
therapy, angioplasty or by-
pass surgery. Shockwave
intravascular lithotripsy
(IVL) is a novel device used
in patients with calcified
blockages. It is a new op-
tion for the treatment of
calcified blockages in
which interventional car-
diologists can correct se-
vere blockages without
any complications with
conventional instruments.

No case of lumpy skin disease in the state so far

Raipur, Sep 29: No case of
lumpy skin disease in cattle
has been reported in the
state so far. In view of the
current scenario, the field
staff of the veterinary de-

partment has jumped into
action mode. They are con-
tinuously visiting the vil-
lages in different parts of
the state, creating aware-
ness among the cattle own-
ers to prevent the spread of
lumpy disease in cattle
there.

In Chhattisgarh, animal
vaccination drive is also in
progress. LSD in-charge Dr.
Shartiya informed that so
far 3.67 lakh animals have
been vaccinated in the
state, against the target of
8.20 lakh animal vaccina-
tions.

As the cases of lumpy
skin disease among cattle
started making it to the
headlines from different
states of the country, imme-
diate instructions were is-
sued in Chhattisgarh to
take all kinds of preventive
measures for safety of the
livestock in the state.
Chhattisgarh has 18 of its
districts bordering other
states. And to prevent in-
coming of sick animals

from these states, check
posts have been set up in 85
border villages. Moreover,
organizing of cattle fairs
has been banned in these
villages, and the middle-
men are also being moni-
tored.

It is noteworthy that
Lumpy Skin Disease is a
viral infectious disease
spreading among the cattle,
especially cows and buf-
faloes. The main carriers of
this disease are mosquitoes,
flies and mites, through
which this infection
spreads to healthy animals.
Animal suffering from this
disease show the symptoms
of moderate fever for 02 to
03 days, after which round
lumps start appearing on
their skin. Fever for pro-
longed period of time ad-
versely affects the appetite
of the animals, thereby re-
ducing their milk produc-
tion capacity, strength and
overall efficiency. Diseased
animals recover in two to
three weeks. But due to

physical weakness, milk
production is affected for
several weeks.

No case of this disease
has been reported in the
state so far. As a precaution,
organizing of cattle fairs
and haat-bazaars has been
temporarily banned in the
districts. In the border vil-
lages, Got-Pask Vaccine is
being administered to the
cattle, as a preventative
measure.

Adequate medicines have
been arranged in the re-
gional institutions to pro-
vide immediate medical fa-
cilities in case any animal
is found infected with this
disease.

Besides, sufficient budget
has been allocated to the
districts for crisis manage-
ment, running preventive
vaccination drive and for
procurement of vaccines
on time. Livestock owners
have been advised to spray
anti-bacterial disinfectants
in their cattle-shed to pre-
vent this disease.

Health Department committed 
to serve the people: Singh Deo

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 29: Health
and Family Welfare
Minister  T.S. Singh Deo
reviewed the departmen-
tal works in a review
meeting held at a private
hotel here. In the review
meeting that lasted from
morning till late evening,
the minister reviewed
the various schemes and
programs run by the
Health Department dis-
trict-wise and gave neces-
sary instructions for
their improvement.
Secretary of Health
Department Prasanna R.,

Director of Health
Services Bhim Singh,
Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan,
Managing Director of
CGMSC Abhijit Singh,
Director, Epidemic
Control Dr. Subhash
Mishra and Chief
Medical and Medical
Officers of all districts,
Health officers and civil
surgeons were also pres-
ent.

In the review meeting,
Health Minister  Singh
Deo directed to provide
quality health services to
the people. He said that
health facilities are in-
creasing in the hospitals
of the state. Continuous
work is being done to pro-
vide better healthcare to
the citizens. He said that
the Health Department is
committed to serve the

people to its fullest poten-
tial and all necessary
services will be provided
to residents here.

The Health Minister
specially reviewed the ex-
isting health services of
all the districts as well as
the availability of
human resources, equip-
ment and medicines
there. He gave instruc-
tions for proper care and
maintenance of oxygen
pipelines and oxygen
plants built during the
Corona period. He also
directed to send maxi-
mum cases of claim
amount for treatment of
IPD patients to all level
hospitals for payment.

The Health Minister
asked CGMSC
(Chhattisgarh Medical
Services Corporation) to
expeditiously complete
the progressing works in

all the divisions of the
state including Bastar di-
vision. He also inquired
about the supply of medi-
cines in the hospitals by
CGMSC. Singh Deo said
that all medicines should
be procured on time and
they should be accessible
to the general public
through hospitals. He di-
rected all the CMHOs to
inspect the drug ware-
house at least once a
month. This will give
them accurate informa-
tion about the stock of
medicines and they will
be able to send indents to
CGMSC accordingly. He
instructed to make avail-
able the medicine to the
pregnant women with
calcium deficiency. In
case of shortage of calci-
um medicine, it should
be purchased and sup-
plied locally.

Transparent admn, RTI are necessary
to keep democracy alive:  Uikey

Raipur, Sep 29: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey released
the booklet based on the
compilation of “Important
Decisions” of
Chhattisgarh State
Information Commission
(CSIC) at Raj Bhavan on
Wednesday. She said that
transparent administra-
tion and right to informa-
tion available to the gen-
eral public are necessary
to keep democracy alive.
This strengthens our
democracy. In a democra-
cy, the people have the
right to know about the
activities of the adminis-
tration. On this occasion,
Chief Information

Commissioner M.K. Raut,
former Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner Sergius
Minz, State Information
Commissioner Ashok
Kumar Agrawal, Manoj
Trivedi, Dhanvendra
Jaiswal, former State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner, S.K.
Tiwari and Secretary,
Chhattisgarh State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner, Anand
Masih, Deputy Secretary
to Governor, Deepak
Kumar Agrawal were
present. Governor Uikey
appreciated the initiative
taken by the State
Information Commission
to publish the compila-
tion of important deci-
sions and said that public
information officers
would get maximum ben-
efit from this compilation

along with the general
public. The State
Information Commission
is the highest authority
related to the Right to
Information in the state,
so this book will play the
role of a guide in this
matter. The Governor
said that there are many
tribal dominated districts
in the state of
Chhattisgarh, special
training sessions should
be organised in those
areas also so that the pub-
lic information officers
posted there can get bet-
ter information about the
rules and procedures. She
directed to make arrange-
ments to make this book
available at the district
level also. Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner  M.K. Raut
gave information about
the work, achievements,

number of cases and their
resolution since the estab-
lishment of Chhattisgarh
State Information
Commission. He said that
from the year 2005 to the
year 2022, 67 thousand
cases have been regis-
tered, out of which 56
thousand cases have been
resolved. Important 136
judgments have been in-
cluded in the book.

Raut informed that by
organising workshops for
Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers at divi-
sional level and district
level, detailed informa-
tion about Right to
Information Act 2005 is
being given.

He said that under sec-
tion 4 (1) (b) of the Act,
every public authority
has to computerize its offi-
cial activities and upload
it on the website so that
the general public can
easily get information
about departmental activ-
ities and transparency in
administration is main-
tained. Due to the upload-
ing of departmental infor-
mation in the website, it
becomes easily available
to the public.
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 Governor releases
booklet on
‘Important Decision’
of  CSIC

Health Minister
reviewed health
services with senior
departmental and
field officials

Vaccination of cat-
tle in progress 

Till date, 3.67 lakh
animals have been
vaccinated

Cattle owners are
being informed
about the measures
to prevent lumpy
skin infection in
their livestock

Temporary check
posts installed in 85
border villages to
monitor and pre-
vent the movement
of cattle from other
states

For convenience of
people; action to 
continue on illegal
plotting

More than 1000
‘Khasras’ blocks so far

Out of the total revenue
cases registered in the dis-
trict, 89 percent cases
have been resolved. Now
only about 11 percent of
the cases in the district
are left pending for re-
dressal. In the revenue
courts of the district, 1
lakh 11 thousand 761
cases have been regis-
tered for action. Of them,
99 thousand 505 cases
have been resolved.
Moreover 12 thousand 256
cases are still pending for
disposal either due to lack
of documents or non-ap-
pearance of the parties in
the court on time or situa-
tion of serious dispute on
the matters. The
Collector set a target of
resolving more than two
thousand cases in the

next one month and in-
structed to take action ac-
cording to the action plan.
He also asked to make spe-
cial efforts in resolving
revenue cases pending for
two to five years in Raipur
and Arang revenue sec-
tions.

Action to continue on
illegal plotting

The Collector directed
all the revenue sub-divi-
sional officers, Tehsildars
and officials of urban
bodies to take strict action
against illegal plotting.
One thousand three
‘Khasras’ have been
blocked in the district
under action against ille-
gal plotting in the last
four months, it was in-
formed. The purchase-
sale-registry of about five

hundred acres of land
recorded in these Khasras
has also been banned.
Maximum 230 Khasras
have been blocked in
Abhanpur tehsil. This ac-
tion has been taken
against illegal plotting on
more than 150 acres of
land in Abhanpur. Taking
action on illegal plotting
on about 134 acres of land
of 207 Khasras in Raipur
Tehsil, the purchase, sale
and registry has been re-
stricted. Continuous ac-
tion has been taken
against illegal ploting in
Raipur Municipal
Corporation area also.
The purchase and sale of
about 103 acres of land of
398 Khasras in the munic-
ipal area has been re-
stricted.

Disposal of revenue cases
accelerated in Raipur district

Raipur, Sep 29: Like every
year, Hira Group Sports and
Cultural Association is pro-
posing to commence
SURESH AGRAWAL MEMO-
RIAL CORPORATE CRICK-
ET TOURNAMENT - a limit-
ed over Cricket Tournament
between Corporate bodies
from 3rdWeek of November,
2022at Hira Group Sports
Ground, Opposite Ram
Vatika, Near Urja Park, VIP

Road, Raipur.The
Tournament will be playing
with Tennis Ball in the for-
mat of 32 teams.

This Tournament has
gained a huge success with
an enthusiastic participation
by various corporate bodies
since last 12 years. The
Tourney will be played on
knockout basis, for which, all
32 teams have been divided
into 8 groups. Total number

of 63 matches will be played
to decide the winner and run-
ner-up of the tournament.
There will be 12 overs match
for league round, pre-quarter
& quarter final matches will
be of 15 overs and the semi-
final & final will be of 20
overs match. There are num-
ber of trophies and cash
awards for the winner and
runners ups, semi-finalists
and best players in each cate-

gory as well as for the Man of
the Tournament.The winner
team& runners up will be
awarded with a cash prize 
of Rs 1,51,000& 75,000 respec-
tively.

Interested Corporate
teams who are willing to par-
ticipate in this Tournament
can contact 0771-4082762 /
4082706 or
hira.corporate@gmail.com /
corporate@hiragroup.com.

Suresh Agrawal Memorial Hira Corporate Cricket Tourney soon
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Masturi, Sep 29: A public
hearing program to open a
coal washery was conduct-
ed by the regional office of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board(CEPB) in village
Bhaneshar on Wednesday

at Shri Ram Cricket
Stadium ground in village
Khaira. Coal washery is
being set up by Horizon
Coal Beneficiation Private
Limited in Gram
Panchayat Bhaneshar lo-
cated under Janpad

Panchayat area Masturi.
In this context a public
hearing was conducted in
which residents of de-
pendent villages including
village Bhaneshar,
Paraghat, Jairamnagar,
Khaira, Khudubhatha,

Bhadaura, Kisan Parsada,
Limtara, Kotmisunar,
Ameri, Kasaundi, Bhilai,
Kosamdih, Karumahu,
Raseda, Kalyanpur,
Pepper Shakti, Beltukri,
Eramsahi, Raliya were in-
vited to attend the public
hearing. Public hearing
program was to be organ-
ized in the presence of vil-
lagers of Gataura, Karra,
Limtara, Dheka, Masturi
and Kirari, but after gen-
eral protest among vil-
lagers of few villages, the
public hearing program
for opening coal washery
was completed. During
this, unemployed people of
the area demanded em-
ployment. Regional
Officer Devvrat Mishra
from the Environment
Department was present
in this public hearing pro-
gram.

CEPB conducts public hearing for coal washery  

Bilaspur, Sep 29: 

The Chhattisgarh High
Court on Wednesday set
aside the Central
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Tribunal’s (CAT) order
of granting conditional
relief to IPS officer
Mukesh Gupta and
quashing the state gov-
ernment’s order to can-
cel his promotion.

The division bench of
Chief Justice Arup
Kumar Goswami and
Justice Deepak Kumar
Tiwari quashed the
CAT’s order and al-
lowed the state govern-
ment’s writ petition
against it citing the pro-
motion of the officer
was against the norms,
said Deputy Advocate
General Jitendra Pali,
who appeared for the
state. In 2017, the

Chhattisgarh govern-
ment (then headed by
the BJP) had decided to
create three posts of the
rank of Special Director
G e n e r a l / D i r e c t o r
General (ex-cadre) and
accordingly sent a letter
on December 4 that year
to the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) seeking
concurrence, which is
mandatory, for filling up
the posts, he said.

Though the govern-
ment of India refused to
grant concurrence,
three posts of DGP were
created for a temporary
period of two years
starting January 1, 2018
to December 31, 2019
and at the same time, a
fresh proposal was sent
by the state to the MHA
seeking its concur-
rence, he said.

Meanwhile Gupta, a

1988-batch IPS officer,
and two others were on
October 6, 2018 to DGP
rank from Additional
DGP on temporary basis
awaiting concurrence
from the Centre, he
said.

Again, the Centre de-
nied concurrence, and
after the change of
guard in Chhattisgarh,
the state government
cancelled the order of
creation of three ex-
cadre posts and promo-
tion in September 2019.

Challenging the state
government’s order,
Gupta filed an applica-
tion in the CAT.

The CAT quashed the
state government’s can-
cellation order holding
the promotion granted
to Gupta as valid and di-
rected the state to grant
consequential benefits

as are permissible
under the rules and
laws. Subsequently, the
state government filed a
writ petition challeng-
ing the CAT’s order be-
fore the division bench
of the HC, Pali said.

The hearing on the pe-
tition concluded on
September 6, while the
judgment was delivered
on Wednesday. The HC
in its order said, “...In
any case, the period of
the ex-cadre posts creat-
ed, even otherwise,
would have expired on
December 31, 2019 and
therefore, the promo-
tion could not have been
continued on such ex-
cadre posts, at any rate,
beyond the date.”

“It is not a case where
an officer having been
promoted in a cadre
post had been demoted

to a lower post. There is
no inherent right to
continue in an ex-cadre
post, creation of which
itself was not in tune
with the process initiat-
ed by the state govern-
ment and therefore, if
the state later on recti-
fies the same, no fault
can be attributed to the
state for taking such a
step,” it said.

The order of the CAT
is set aside. Resultantly,
the writ petition is al-
lowed, it said.

Gupta is under sus-
pension since February
2019 after a First
Information Report
(FIR) was registered
against him for alleged-
ly intercepting tele-
phone calls during the
Nagrik Apurti Nigam
scam investigation, offi-
cials said.

HC sets aside CAT’s order in IPS officer promotion case
Surajpur, Sep 29:

At a madarsa in village
Bhavrahi of Bhaithan
block one student was
found to be hanging from
the fan of room’s ceiling
and in this connection two
muslim clerics have been
arrested for their alleged
involvement in this inci-
dent. Meanwhile police is
investigating the matter
and an administrative
team also reached the
madarsa in this connec-
tion. It needs to be men-
tioned here, on Monday a
15-year-old girl who is a res-
ident of village Gobha  and
studying in this madarsa
was found to be hanging in
the hostel room. When the
information was given to
family  members they
reached  Bhavrahi.

Alleging murder of their
daughter by Muslim cler-
ics , family members  de-
manded to carry out probe.
According to the family
members, their daughter
had been thrashed. They
created chaos and only
after two doctor team car-
ried out postmortem they
accepted the dead body.
The police after registering

a case has arrested two
Muslim cleric. Meanwhile
Nayab Tehslidar Sunita
Bharadwaj, DEO and other
officials also reached
madarsa on Thursday and
submitted their probe re-
port to the  district official.
In their report too Muslim
clerics  have been held re-
sponsible for the death of
child.

Two Muslim clerics arrested in
connection with student’s death

Birkoni, Sep 29: The
‘Sharadiya Navratri’ festi-
val began last on Monday
and now the devotees
would be busy in prayers
and obeisance to Goddess
Durga for next nine-days.

On the first day of
‘Navratri’, the installation
of idols of Goddess Durga
continued from morning
till evening. During this
there was lot of enthusi-
asm among the devotees.

It is right since morn-
ing, the devotees started
offering sacred water in
the temples and
‘Shaktipeets’ and offered
prayers seeking ‘mataji’s
blessings. The temple and
‘pandals’ of Goddess
Durga were seen resonat-
ing with slogans in favour
of Goddess Durga. The

members of ‘Ganeshotsav’
samitis took out proces-
sion along with drum
beats and DJ on religious
songs to install idols of
Goddess Durga. The idols
of Goddess Jagdamaba
has been installed in about
a dozen places all over
Birkoni city. The devotees
offered prayers to the idol
of Goddess at Bazar
Chowk in Barbaspur.
Similarly idols of Goddess
Durga has been installed
at three places in Badgaon.
The villagers also offer
prayers daily to idols of
Goddess at Acharidih in
Bazar Chowk. Similarly
massive stall of idols of
Goddess Durga has been
created in Kampa Chowk
and Bazar Chowk and
Bhatapara.

Prayers offered to Goddess Jagdamba
Installed at more than dozen places in Birkoni

KKoorriiyyaa,,  SSeepp  2299:: The meeting of
District Level Revision
Committee (DLRC) and District
Level Advisory Committee
(DLCC) under the chairmanship
of Collector Kuldeep Sharma
was held on 26 September in the
Collectorate Hall. In the meet-
ing, the Collector while review-
ing the progress of the Kisan
Credit Card issue said that KCC
camps are being organized in all
the cooperative societies in the
district and concerned banks
should cooperate in fulfilling the
set target by registering active
participation in this process.
He asked the Central
Cooperative Bank for special
participation and after the for-
mation of KCC, the approval and
disbursement of loan case by
the bank would also be reviewed
in the next meeting. While dis-
cussing the decisions taken in
the cabinet meeting in the agri-
culture sector, he said that a
provision has been made for the
eligibility of loans to the
Department of Fisheries,
Horticulture and Livestock.

According to the decision taken
in the cabinet meeting, the
draft amendment in the interest
subsidy rule on cooperative
loans of farmers was approved.
According to which small and
marginal farmers will get short
term loan up to Rs 3 lakh with-
out interest for horticulture
works, fisheries and cow rear-
ing. The Collector also appealed
to all the bank officials to make
people aware of digital frauds
by organizing financial literacy
camps in the meeting. He
appealed to organize aware-
ness camps in coordination with
the district administration to
make people aware on digital
fraud. Similarly, he also gave
necessary directions to ensure
help to the beneficiaries by tak-
ing prompt action on cases like
Mudra loan applications, double
authenticity, and insurance
claims. CEO, District
Panchayat Shri Kunal Dudawat,
Lead Bank Manager Shri Vikas
Gupta and officers of all the
banks were present in the meet-
ing.

DLRC and DLCC
meeting concludes

Konta, Sep 29: 

The second year of Maa
Danteshwari Yuva
Durga Utsav Samiti,
Triveni Sangam, situat-
ed on the banks of
Shabari Mata, in the
spiritual city of Konta,
on the auspicious occa-
sion of Sharad

Navratri, a huge pandal
has been built in the
form of Tirupati Balaji
temple.

‘Meena Bazar’ has
also been organized by
the Maa Danteshwari
Yuva Durga Utsav
Samiti Konta for the en-
tertainment of the chil-
dren and the residents.

Along with this,
Kheer Puri distribution
has also been organized
for the residents of the
city till the new days.

Huge pandal has been built in the
form of Tirupati Balaji temple 

 On the auspicious
occasion of 
Sharad Navratri

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  SSeepp  2299:: SP Dhamtari
has issued instructions to take
up ‘Visual Policing’ in order to
put effective check on increas-
ing crime and maintain law &
order. SP Prashant Thakur see-
ing the heavy rush on third day
Navratri gave instructions to
ensure full security arrange-
ments from Makai Chowk to
Vindhyavasani Mandir and
directed the Traffic in-Charge,
TI Dhamtari and Arjuni to take
up regular patrolling in their

areas in the evening hours. All
the TIs were directed to con-
duct patrolling on foot in the
crowded areas and he directed
the TI to stop movement of
four-wheelers inside the ‘Sadar
Bazar’ area. Similarly he asked
to conduct regular patrlling in
‘Makai Garden’ and in
‘Choupati’ and check those
found to be suspicious. During
this DSP Sarika Vaidh and TI K
Devraju and other officers
were present.

SP asks all TIs to ensure
effective checking

Dhamtari, Sep 29: 

MLA Ranjana Dipendra
Sahu paid courtesy call to
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo in context of com-
plete renovation of
Government Hospital,
opening of trauma centre
in it and with demand for
ICU and Neo-Natal Unit
(NNU) and other de-
mands and urged him to
fulfill the same at the ear-
liest. MLA Sahu in a
press release held the
need to better the health
services in Dhamtari.
She informed Health
Minister that the country
under leadership of PM
Narendra Modi has car-
ried out massive works
without any differences
to provide better health
services to patients.
During Corona period he
ensured construction of
Oxygen plants in all the
hospital from PM Cares
Fund and the benefits of
which was provided to all
from Dhamtari. MLA in-
formed Singh Deo that
under PM Free of Cost

Dialysis programme, got
the Dialysis unit con-
structed in the District
Hopsital, but the state
government’s health de-
partment is not paying
any attention towards it.

Further MLA informed
Singh Deo that there is
need to upgrade the exist-
ing District Hospital in
Dhamtari, but due to lack
of health officers and
qualified doctors, there
are many hindrances en-
countered. She brought
this to the knowledge of
Health Minister and
urged her to carry out
complete renovation of
Hospital’s building and
start a ‘Trauma Centre’
and complete the pending
works at the earliest.

She also urged to start
a new ICU and Neo-Natal

ICU in the hospital, so as
to pass on maximum
health services and bene-
fits to people of Dhamtari
district.

MLA demands complete 
renovation of District Hospital
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SECURITY CHECK

Security personnel frisk a passenger at a bus stand, after a blast in a parked bus in
Udhampur, in Jammu district, Thursday. 

WORLD RABBIES DAY

A dog is vaccinated against rabies vaccine on the occasion of World Rabies Day at the Tamil Nadu Veterinary
University Hospital in Chennai, Thursday.

BRIEF

Factory fire 
 Jabalpur: Six work-

ers were injured after
a fire broke out at
Ordnance Factory
Khamaria (OFK) near
Jabalpur in Madhya
Pradesh on early
Thursday morning, a
senior official said.
The fire, which start-
ed in a building inside
the factory during the
melting of explosives
around 2.30 am has
been extinguished,
OFK joint general
manager and
spokesperson Dinesh
Kumar told PTI.

Ammonia leak 
 Aligarh: Fifty nine

workers fell ill after an
accidental leakage of
ammonia gas at a
meat processing plant
on the outskirts of
Aligarh city on
Thursday morning, a
senior official said.
Six people including
owner of the meat
plant at Taklaspur
area have been arrest-
ed. All the workers are
out of danger and an
inquiry has been or-
dered into the inci-
dent that happened in
the Rorawar police
station area, District
Magistrate Inder Veer
Singh said.

Suicide
 Shahjahanpur: A

couple allegedly com-
mitted suicide by
hanging from a ceiling
fan here on Thursday
over harassment by
money lenders, police
said on Thursday. The
deceased were identi-
fied as Satish Chandra
(42) and his wife
Mansa Devi (40), resi-
dents of Basant Vihar
Colony, Additional
Superintendent of
Police (City) Sanjay
Kumar said. While
Chandra was found
hanging from the fan
his wife was found
lying on the bed with a
noose around her
neck, he said.

Injured
 New Delhi: Two girls

were injured after the
wall of a temple in
southwest Delhi’s
Kishangarh collapsed
on them, police said
on Thursday.
According to police,
the incident took
place on Wednesday
when the girls were
passing by a 
temple and its wall
caved in on them.

Approve
 Jaipur: The Rajasthan

Government has ap-
proved a financial pro-
posal of Rs 119.32 crore
for various road con-
struction and develop-
ment works in the
state. According to an
official statement,
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has given the fi-
nancial approval. With
the approval, 46 works
like bridge construc-
tion, new roads con-
struction, road widen-
ing, strengthening, as-
phaltization and re-
pair works and recon-
struction of dilapidat-
ed roads will be started
in different districts in
a time bound 
manner, it said.

Expelled Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Balwant Singh
Mankotia being greeted by

Jammu BJP President
Ravinder Raina during a
press event at BJP HQ in

New Delhi, Thursday. 

Chandigarh, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Haryana will develop
the largest jungle safari
park outisde Africa, the
state government said on
Thursday.

The 10,000-acre curated
safari park will come up in
the Aravalli range and
cover parts of Gurugram
and Nuh districts.

“This project will be the
largest such project in the
world,” the government
statement claimed.

At present, Sharjah is
home to the largest curat-
ed safari park outside
Africa. Opened in
February 2022, the
Sharjah Safari covers an
area of about 2,000 acres.

“The proposed Aravalli
park would be five times

more this size and it would
include a large herpetari-
um (a zoological exhibi-
tion space for reptiles and
amphibians), aviary/bird
park, four zones for big
cats, a large area for herbi-
vores, an area for exotic
animal birds, an underwa-
ter world, nature trails,
visitors, tourism zones,
botanical gardens, biomes,
equatorial, tropical,
coastal, desert, etc,” the
government claimed in
the statement.

Union Minister for
Forest, Environment and
Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav and
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar vis-
ited Sharjah Safari in this
regard, the state govern-
ment said. Khattar

reached Dubai on a day’s
visit on Wednesday.

Upon his return on
Thursday, Khattar said the
NCR region of Haryana
had immense potential for
the development of a jun-
gle safari.

The Jungle safari
scheme will not only boost
tourism but also provide
employment opportuni-
ties to local residents, he
said.

“The Jungle safari proj-
ect of Haryana would be a
joint project of the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change and the Haryana
government. Under the
scheme, the central gov-
ernment will also provide
funds to Haryana for the
project,” said Khattar.

Haryana to develop 
largest safari outside Africa

Spread over 10,000 acres

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) has opposed in the
Delhi High Court the plea
of a Kashmiri woman
separatist leader chal-
lenging the attachment of
her mother-in-law’s
house, saying the proper-
ty was utilised for “terror
activities” and even for
celebrating “Pakistan
Day.” The agency, in its
reply, claimed that the at-
tached house was used as
the office of proscribed
terrorist organisation
D u k h t a r a n - E - M i l l a t
(DEM) by Aasiya
Andrabi, and anti-India
speeches were made and
pro-Pakistani slogans
were chanted at the meet-
ings held there. NIA said
that besides the distribu-
tion of insurrectionary
material, the Pakistani
flag was also unfurled on
its premises to profess

Kashmir as part of
Pakistan and India as an
aggressor. Andrabi, who
was chief of the banned
outfit Dukhtaran-e-Milat
(Daughters of Nation),
had approached the high
court in August against a
trial court order which
refused to interfere with
the attachment of the
house by NIA. NIA re-
sponded that the house,
which was used for “acts
of terror coupled with
propaganda to destabilize
the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of India”, was
“proceeds of terrorism”
and the attachment was
done after following due
procedure.

The agency said that
Andrabi used social
media platforms to
spread insurrectionary
imputations and hateful
speeches for endangering
the integrity, security, and
sovereignty of India, and
thirty-nine cases are reg-

istered against her under
various laws in Jammu
and Kashmir. It clarified
that even though the
house was in the name of
Andrabi’s mother-in-law,
there are “significant
numbers of incriminat-
ing videos and photos” to
show persons “openly ad-
vocating secession of
Jammu and Kashmir
from the Union of India
from this attached
house”. “She along with
her associates regularly
celebrated Pakistan Day’
at her residence situated
at Zair Number 34/1, 35/1,
Iqbal Colony, 90 Feet
Road, Soura PO-
Naushera, PSSoura,
Srinagar wherein anti-
India speeches/slogans
were made, insurrec-
tionary material were dis-
tributed and pro-
Pakistani slogans were
chanted along with un-
furling of Pakistani flag
to profess that Kashmir is

a part of Pakistan and
that India is an aggres-
sor,” the reply filed re-
cently claimed.

“It was established that
premises mentioned
above has been used for
holding meetings to com-
mit unlawful activities
and terrorist activities
followed by Dukhtaran-E-
Millat. As per sections
2(g) and 2 (h) of the
UAPA, the above-said
house clearly comes
under “proceeds of ter-
rorism” as the house was
being used for spreading
terrorism and for the pur-
pose of a terrorist organi-
zation,” the reply said.

Andrabi was arrested
in 2018 by the NIA for the
alleged commission of of-
fences under the Indian
Penal Code, including
sedition, waging war
against the country, and
the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA).

NIA opposes before HC Kashmiri woman separatist’s plea

Hyderabad, Sep 29: 

Campaigning for the
Government of India’s
Swachh Bharat Mission,
National Miner NMDC or-
ganized a Swachhata
Event at Sanchi, Madhya
Pradesh from September
27-29, 2022. Celebrating a
United India for
Swachhata, as part of the
o n g o i n g

AzadikaAmritMahotsav,
NMDC led the Cleanliness
Movement at the Heritage
Site Sanchi Stupa. Leaders
from the Madhya Pradesh
Government – Tulsi
Silawat, Water Resource
Minister; Dr Prabhuram
Choudhary, Public Health
and Family Welfare
Minister; Bharat Singh
Kushwah, Horticulture
and Food Processing

Minister supported
NMDC’s Swachhata
Campaign with their pres-
ence.

Swachhata Karmis,
Local Representatives,
District Officials and
NMDC employees commit-
ted to India’s drive for
cleanliness by taking the
Swachhata Oath and com-
menced the Cleanliness
Drive at Sanchi Stupa.

NMDC arranged for the
installation of an RO
Water Cooler at the Stupa
and provided 50 Wet and
Dry Dustbins to the Nagar
Parishad of Sanchi to sup-
port the cleanliness cam-
paign of this Swachh
Iconic Place.
Representatives from the
Government of Madhya
Pradesh distributed 100
Swachhta Kits, containing
Jackets, Gloves, Caps, and
Jute Bags, to the
S w a c h h a t a K a r m i s o f
Sanchi.

Honouring Mahatma
Gandhi’s vision for India,
NMDC will participate in
the Swachhata 2.0 cam-
paign from October 2 - 31,
2022. The mining major
has planned large-scale
Swachhata, Plantation
and Awareness drives to
celebrate the National
Cleanliness Movement.

NMDC celebrates United India for Swachhata 
 At Sanchi Iconic City

Kolkata, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Security has been
beefed up across Kolkata
from Thursday for the
Durga Puja festivities as
revellers have already
started making a beeline
for popular pandals, po-
lice said.

A total of 17,000 police
personnel, including
10,000 home guards, have
been posted across the
city and 400 pickets have
been set up at various lo-
cations, while 58 PCR
vans and 41 quick re-
sponse teams have been
deployed.

Kolkata Police
Commissioner Vineet
Goyal said the deploy-
ment will be in place till
Vijaya Dashami and also
during immersion of
idols, including the carni-

val day, when colourful
processions that are
taken out by selected com-
munity pujas pass
through the Red Road in
the heart of the city.

“Full-fledged deploy-
ment has started from
today, Chaturthi (fourth
day) of the Durga Puja
festivities, and this force
will continuously be
there till the end of the
festival,” Goyal told re-
porters.

He said additional re-
sources will be put in
place in case there is
more crowding than ex-
pected at any particular
area during the festive
days.

“Contingency plans are
made in advance to cope
with situations, be it rain
or overcrowding,” he
said.

With the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) pre-
dicting showers from
Mahasaptami, which falls
on October 2, people have
already made plans to
visit puja pandals before
the rain goddess starts
making its presence felt.

Revellers wearing new
clothes have started mak-
ing the rounds of popular
puja marquees, many of
which have already been
inaugurated.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has inaugurated
several Durga Puja pan-
dals in the city over the
last few days, including
crowd-pullers such as
Chetla Agrani,
Sreebhumi Sporting
Club, Suruchi Sangha
and Bosepukur Sitala
Mandir.

Security beefed up 
in Kolkata for Durga Puja

Srinagar, Sep 29 (PTI):
Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC) on
Thursday accused the BJP
of throttling democracy
by not conducting the as-
sembly elections in the
union territory, saying it
was a ploy of the ruling
party at the Centre.

On PFI ban, the JKPCC
president Viqar Rasool
said that outfit was not
present in J-K and the
AICC will respond to that.
However, he sought a ban
on the RSS as well.

“RSS naturally is crimi-
nal organisation. They
should ban it too and you
should see their past
record. Today, Mohan
Bagwat ji sometimes visits
mosques, which is a pre-
tence. They have a crimi-

nal history,” he said.
Rasool said the last as-

sembly election in J-K
took place in 2014 and it
has now been almost nine
years with the polls for the
new assembly.

“The elections are being
deferred continuously.
Timely elections are the
beauty of democracy. If
the elections are conduct-

ed on time in other states
of the country, then why
not in J-K?” JKPCC presi-
dent told reporters here.

He further, alleged,
“This is ploy of the BJP
and that is why they down-
graded J-K into a UT. It is
unfortunate that the BJP
government is throttling
democracy. We want the
elections to be conducted
and we are ready for that,”
he said.

On the Congress presi-
dent polls, Rasool said the
delegates from J-K were
ready to vote.

“Any delegate, including
me, can submit his nomi-
nation for the party presi-
dent post. Tomorrow is the
last date for submitting
nomination. We will then
see and there will be vot-
ing on October 18 and who-
ever wins, will become all-
India president.

‘BJP throttling democracy 
by not conducting assly polls’

Viqar Rasool

 In J-K

Gwalior, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The Gwalior bench of
Madhya Pradesh High
Court has directed for a
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe
into recognition and other
issues of 35 private nurs-
ing colleges in the state.

A division bench of
Justices Rohit Arya and
M R Phadke was hearing
a petition of these educa-
tional facilities seeking
recognition.

On Wednesday, the HC
bench directed for a CBI
probe into the functioning
of 35 private nursing col-
leges that did not have
recognition from compe-
tent authorities but ad-
mitted students for the
2019-20 academic session
unlawfully, MP Additional
Advocate General MPS
Raghuvanshi told re-
porters.

These colleges had
moved the HC last year
seeking help to get their
institutes recognised
from competent authori-
ties, Raghuvanshi added.

Dr Jiteen Shukla,
Director (Medical
Education) of the Medical
Education Department,
Colonel Sarabjit Singh
Kaur, Secretary of Indian
Nursing Council and
Deepak Purohit, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
of CBI were present dur-
ing the hearing, he in-
formed.

“The 35 colleges gave
admission to students de-
spite not having recogni-
tion. These institutes lack
infrastructure. Several ir-
regularities in the func-
tioning of the colleges
had come to the fore dur-
ing hearings,” the
Additional Advocate
General said.

HC ASKS FOR CBI PROBE

‘Private nursing colleges 
functioning without official nod’

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The Qutub Minar was
the most visited destina-
tion for foreign visitors be-
tween April and June, ac-
cording to an RTI reply.

The historic Red Fort
was the second most visit-
ed destination for foreign
visitors followed by
Humayun’s Tomb during
the same period, the reply
said. An analysis of data
shows that 15,51,975
Indians visited tourist
places between April and
June. The number of for-
eign visitors stood at
21,580. Qutub Minar, a UN-
SECO-recognised world
heritage site in Delhi, re-
ceived 3,81,249 Indian visi-
tors and 9,063 foreign
tourists between April and
June, according to data

shared by the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI), Delhi Circle.
The maximum number of
foreign tourists visited the
monument in April.

The Mughal-era Red
Fort was visited by 5,696
foreign tourists during the
three-month period. It re-
ceived the highest number
of domestic visitors at
8,13,434, more than twice
the number at Qutub
Minar. Humayun’s Tomb
received 5,139 foreign
tourists. The Red Fort and
Qutub Minar also occu-
pied the second and third
spots among the 10 most
popular centrally-protect-
ed ticketed monuments for
domestic visitors in 2021-
22, according to a report
released by the Union
Ministry of Tourism.

RTI REPLY

Qutub Minar most visited tourist
destination for foreigners

April-June



RUSSIAN NUCLEAR SUBMARINE

The Russian nuclear submarine Dmitry Donskoy moored near Kronstadt, a seaport town 30 km (19 miles) west of
St. Petersburg, Russia on Saturday, July 29. Russian President Vladimir Putin has warned that he wouldn’t hesitate
to use nuclear weapons to ward off Ukraine’s attempt to reclaim control of its occupied regions that Moscow is
about to absorb.
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Mexico City, Sep 29 (AP):

Some 200 environmental
and land defense activists
were killed around the
world in 2021, including
some 54 in Mexico, which
assumed the position of the
deadliest country in the an-
nual report by nongovern-
mental organisation
Global Witness. More than
three-quarters of the
killings took place in Latin
America, where Colombia,
Brazil and Nicaragua also

logged double-digit death
tolls. It was the third con-
secutive year of increases
for Mexico and a jump from
30 such activists killed in
2020. “Most of these crimes
happen in places that are
far away from power and
are inflicted on those with,
in many ways, the least

amount of power,” the re-
port said. Global Witness
considers its report a base-
line, noting “Our data on
killings is likely to be an
underestimate, given that
many murders go unre-
ported, particularly in
rural areas and in particu-
lar countries.”

200 environmental activists
killed globally in 2021

Minneapolis, Sep 29 (AP):

A Chinese billionaire,
one of the richest people
in the world, is heading
to trial in Minneapolis to
defend himself against
allegations that he raped
a former University of
Minnesota student after
a night of dinner and
drinks in 2018.

Richard Liu, the
founder and former CEO
of e-commerce giant
JD.com, has denied rap-
ing the woman, and pros-
ecutors did not file crim-
inal charges. The
woman, Jingyao Liu,
sued in civil court, alleg-
ing she was coerced to
drink before Richard Liu
groped her in a limou-
sine and raped her in her
apartment.

Both are expected to
testify, and it will be up
to a jury to decide who is
telling the truth. Jury se-
lection starts on
Thursday, with opening
statements Monday.

“I think our client’s
credibility is one of the
strongest parts of what
the jury is going to hear,”
said Wil Florin, an attor-
ney for Jingyao Liu.

“The incredible
courage and fortitude
that this young lady has
shown is truly ad-
mirable.”

Diane Doolittle, an at-
torney for Richard Liu,
said that the woman has
changed her story and
that the evidence will

clear her client’s name.
“We are looking for-

ward to presenting the
evidence, presenting the
truth, so that the world
will know that Mr. Liu is
fully and completely in-
nocent of these allega-
tions against him,” she
said.

The woman alleges the
attack happened in 2018
while Richard Liu was
in Minneapolis for a
weeklong residency in
the University of
Minnesota’s doctor of
business administration
China program, geared
toward high-level execu-
tives in China.

Jingyao Liu, a Chinese
citizen, was at the uni-
versity on a student visa
and was a volunteer in
the program at the time.
The Associated Press
does not generally name
people alleging sexual
assault, but Jingyao Liu
has agreed to be identi-
fied publicly.

Richard Liu and
Jingyao Liu are not re-
lated. Jingyao Liu was 21
at the time; Richard Liu
was 46.

Richard Liu is a
celebrity in China, part
of a generation of entre-
preneurs who created
the country’s internet, e-
commerce, mobile
phone and other technol-
ogy industries since the
late 1990s. Forbes esti-
mated his wealth at USD
11.5 billion.

Richard Liu, who

stepped down as CEO of
JD.com this year amid
increased government
scrutiny of China’s tech-
nology industry, was ar-
rested on suspicion of
felony rape, but prosecu-
tors never filed criminal
charges, saying the case
had “profound eviden-
tiary problems.”

Jingyao Liu sued
Richard Liu and JD.com
in 2019, alleging sexual
assault and battery,
along with false impris-
onment.

The case drew wide-
spread attention at a
time when the #MeToo
movement was gaining
traction in China.
Richard Liu’s supporters
and opponents waged ag-
gressive public relations
campaigns on Chinese
social media; censors
shut down some ac-
counts that supported
Jingyao Liu for “violat-
ing regulations.”

Jingyao Liu says in
her lawsuit that she had
to withdraw from classes
in fall 2018 and seek
counseling and treat-
ment. Her attorney says
she has since graduated
but has post-traumatic
stress disorder.

She seeks compensa-
tory damages to cover
medical bills, emotional
distress and pain and
suffering, and Judge
Edward Wahl ruled she
could also seek punitive
damages from Richard
Liu.

Chinese tycoon Richard Liu faces
civil trial in alleged rape Bangkok, Sep 29 (AP):

A court in military-
ruled Myanmar convicted
former leader Aung San
Suu Kyi in another crimi-
nal case Thursday and
sentenced Australian
economist Sean Turnell to
three years in prison for
violating Myanmar’s offi-
cial secrets act, a legal offi-
cial said.

Suu Kyi received a
three-year sentence after
being tried and convicted
with Turnell under the se-
crets law, said the official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he is
not authorised to release
information about the
case.

Three members of her
Cabinet were also found
guilty, each receiving sen-
tences of three years.

Turnell, an associate
professor in economics at

Sydney’s Macquarie
University, had served as
an adviser to Suu Kyi, who
was detained in the capital
Naypyitaw when her elect-
ed government was ousted
by the army on Feb. 1,
2021. He has been in deten-
tion for almost 20 months.
He was arrested five days
after the military takeover
by security forces at a
hotel in Yangon, the coun-
try’s biggest city, while
waiting for a car to take
him to the city’s interna-
tional airport.

He had arrived back in
Myanmar from Australia

to take up a new position
as a special consultant to
Suu Kyi less than a month
before he was detained. As
director of the Myanmar
Development Institute, he
had already lived in
Naypyitaw for several
years. The day after the
military’s takeover, he
posted a message on
Twitter that he was: “Safe
for now but heartbroken
for what all this means for
the people of Myanmar.
The bravest, kindest peo-
ple I know. They deserve
so much better.”

He was charged along
with Suu Kyi and the
three former Cabinet
ministers on the basis of
documents seized from
him. The exact details of
their offense have not
been made public,
though state television
said last year that
Turnell had access to

“secret state financial in-
formation” and had tried
to flee the country.

Turnell and Suu Kyi de-
nied the allegations when
they testified in their de-
fense at the trial in
August. Turnell was also
charged with violating im-
migration law, but it was
not immediately clear
what sentence he received
for that. Myanmar’s colo-
nial-era official secrets act
criminalizes the posses-
sion, collection, recording,

publishing, or sharing of
state information that is
“directly or indirectly, use-
ful to an enemy.” The
charge carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 14 years
in prison.

All sessions of the trial,
held in a purpose-built
courtroom in Naypyitaw’s
main prison, were closed
to the media and the pub-
lic. The defense lawyers
were barred by a gag order
from revealing details of
the proceedings.

Suu Kyi convicted again, Australian economist gets 3 years

Washington, Sep 29 (PTI):

The need to reform the
UN Security Council cannot
be denied forever, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said even as
he noted that India never
believed that revamping the
top organ of the world body
will be an easy process.

India has been at the fore-
front of the years-long ef-
forts to reform the Security
Council, saying it rightly de-
served a place as a perma-
nent member in the United
Nations.

Currently, the UN
Security Council has five
permanent members —
China, France, Russia, the
UK and the US. Only a per-
manent member has the
power to veto any substan-
tive resolution.

India, currently a non-
permanent member of the
15-nation UN Security
Council, will complete its
two-year tenure in
December this year. In the
month of December, India
will preside over the
Security Council.

“We have, we have never
thought that it was an easy
process. But we do believe
that the need for reform
cannot be denied forever,”
Jaishankar told a group of
Indian journalists here on
Wednesday while respond-
ing to a question on the seri-
ousness on the part of the
US on reforming the
Security Council.

“My understanding is
that the position that
President (Joe) Biden put
forward, is the most ex-
plicit and specific articula-

tion of the US support for
reform of the UN, includ-
ing the Security Council,”
he said on the last day of
his visit to the US. “So, I
don’t think it’s a reitera-
tion of something, I don’t
think in that sense, it’s
kind of business as usual.
Now, how this advances,
where it goes, I think, de-
pends on all of us: the
members of the UN, and
where we take it,” he said.
“It is not the responsibility
of a single country, howev-
er powerful. I think it’s a

collective effort that the
members of the UN have
to make. We have been
pressing the reform effort,
including through the
I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
Negotiations (IGN). And
you also know where the
reluctance comes from
and let’s stay focused on
it,” Jaishankar said.

Jaishankar said on
Saturday that negotiations
for the much-needed UN
Security Council reforms
should not be blocked by
procedural tactics and
naysayers cannot hold the
process “hostage in perpe-
tuity.” “India is prepared
to take up greater respon-
sibilities. But it seeks at
the same time to ensure
that the injustice faced by
the Global South is deci-
sively addressed,”
Jaishankar said in his ad-
dress to the General
Debate of the 77th session
of the UN General
Assembly. “In our term,
we have acted as a bridge
on some serious but divi-
sive issues confronting the
Council.

Need for UN Security Council reform
cannot be denied forever: Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar in a business luncheon
with US-India Strategic Partnership Forum Board members.
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The world’s most
lethal killer

Rabies is a dangerous and
potentially fatal disease that
is well-known around the
world; It lives in wild ani-
mals and can be transmitted
to humans and pets by a bite.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), rabies is
completely preventable, yet
more than 59,000 people die
from it each year through-
out the world. Every year on
September 28th, World
Rabies Day is observed to in-
crease awareness of the haz-
ards of rabies and to advo-
cate the use of rabies pre-
vention techniques.The goal
of the Global Alliance for
Rabies Control is "Zero by
30," which corresponds to
zero deaths by 2030.Rabies is
ther regions of the body,
causing severe brain dam-
age or death. There are vari-
ous ways to avoid rabies in-
fection, including getting
vaccinated, avoiding contact
with animals known to have
rabies, and obtaining med-
ical attention if bitten or
scratched by an animal sus-
pected of having rabies. The
simplest way to prevent ra-
bies in pets is to keep their
rabies immunization up to
date. Reporting wild animal
and pet bites to your local
health authority is the best
way to safeguard human
safety. While there are high-
ly effective methods for pre-
venting and treating rabies,
greater knowledge and un-
derstanding of the disease
and its dangers is required
to eradicate it globally. It is
vital that people understand
the necessity of rabies con-
trol for human and animal
health and safety, as well as
the importance of getting
medical attention following
a dog bite. The time has
come for all health partners
to step up their collaborative
efforts to increase communi-
ty engagement and partici-
pation in order to eradicate
rabies from the world.

Dr. Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma

Action against PFI
The PFI and its associate

outfits have been banned by
the government for five
years. The PFI is accused of
promoting and abetting ter-
rorism. The Students
Islamic Movement of India
(SIMI) was banned because
of similar reasons. This un-
derscores the need for
prompt, fair and result-ori-
ented action. Most impor-
tantly, to guard against any
such organisation, belong-
ing to any community or re-
ligion, succeeding in radi-
calising our young and vul-
nerable population, we, as a
society, must ensure that
there is no act that spreads
discrimination, provoca-
tion or hatred by any indi-
vidual or group, and espe-
cially by any politician or
political outfit, whether in
the ruling or in the opposi-
tion party.

Hira Sharma, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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President Droupadi Murmu interacts with officer trainees of Indian Foreign Service of 2021 batch, during a meeting, at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi, Thursday, Sept. 29.

MURMU MEETS FS TRAINEES

E
very single household in the country has an electricity connection
and an uninterrupted power supply is critical for ensuring inclusive

growth. By : Sentinel Digital Desk  |  29 Sep 2022 8:32 AM Every single
household in the country has an electricity connection and an uninterrupt-
ed power supply is critical for ensuring inclusive growth. The Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY) scheme for rural electrification
and the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana (SAUBHAGYA) for pro-
viding electricity connections to all households in both rural and urban
areas - are two flagship schemes articulated by the Central Government to
achieve this goal. A significant increase in the number of electrified house-
holds in Assam under these two schemes has changed lives for the better
for the beneficiary households. The study hours have increased due to the
availability of power supply in the evening or at night, monthly expenditure
incurred on operating the generator sets, diesel pumps have reduced due
to comparably low electricity charges, the security at night has improved
with the availability of power reducing possibilities of theft of livestock,
household goods, are some of the benefits listed in an audit report of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. The CAG report, however, has brought to
light critical gaps in the implementation of the schemes that need to be
bridged to achieve the optimal achievement of the objectives. The report
highlights that there were 2,339 unelectrified villages and 24,056 partially
electrified villages in the State as on 31 December 2014 (before the launch
of the DDUGJY scheme), while the number of un-electrified households in
the State as on October 10, 2017, before the launch of the SAUBHAGYA
scheme was 24,10,348 (46.45% of the total households). The implementa-
tion of the scheme has led to an increase in the number of households hav-
ing electricity connection to 45,59,833 (87.88 per cent of total households)
by March this year. However, the CAG investigation found that the devil is
in the details. The CAG authorities alleged that the Assam Power
DistributionCompany Limited (APDCL) which implemented both the
schemes in the state, failed to achieve the DDUGJY objective of optimum
rostering of power between agricultural and non-agricultural consumers
due to no segregation of agricultural feeders. The DDUGJY scheme envis-
aged separating agricultural and non-agricultural feeders so that it would
be possible to provide increased hours of power supply to non-agricultural
consumers and assured power supply to agricultural consumers. The
APDCL authorities in their reply to audit objections argued that Assam
being an agricultural state, most of the feeders except town feeders feed
power to the agricultural areas in the state but the CAG authorities provid-
ed a counterargument that feeders feeding power to agricultural areas
also cater to the needs of domestic, commercial, industrial consumers
which are non-agricultural. Strengthening and augmentation of sub-trans-
mission and distribution infrastructure in rural areas, including metering at
distribution transformers, feeders and consumers' ends are also included
in the objectives of the scheme achieving which is crucial to enhance ac-
cess to quality power supply for rural households. Apart from providing
last mile connectivity to all unelectrified households, the SAUBHAGYA
scheme envisages providing Solar Photovoltaic (SPV)-based standalone
system for unelectrified households located in remote and inaccessible vil-
lages/habitations, where grid extension is not feasible or cost-effective. A
huge advantage for Assam in the implementation of the schemes is that 85
per cent of funding is provided by the Central government as a grant. The
CAG inspection found anomalies, besides financial issues, in the installa-
tion of standalone SPV systems in 346 villages such as the maintenance of
the systems being a major issue, systems in some villages not working due
to defects in battery/charge controller/solar panels causing power failure,
non-availability of technicians of the agency which was awarded the instal-
lation work. "Monitoring mechanism for ensuring quality though in place,
could not keep pace with the progress of works and resultantly, there were
delays in exercising significant and appropriate checks making the moni-
toring process largely ineffective. Further, there was lack of monitoring on
the part of the SLSC (State Level Standing Committee) to sort out issues
causing delay incompletion of projects," states the report. The APDCL and
the State government acting on the recommendations made by the CAG
authorities in the report can help necessary course corrections for smooth
implementation of the two schemes. The recommendations include chalk-
ing out a necessary plan to take up feeder segregation works for optimum
rostering of power supply between agriculture and non-agricultural feed-
ers; strictly following the guidelines and instructions relating to procure-
ment, adhering to prescribed execution to achieve maximum benefits from
the schemes and strengthening the monitoring mechanism at the top level
to ensure timely execution of quality works. Universal access to affordable,
reliable and modern energy services by 2030 is one of the major
Sustainable Development Goals set by the United Nations. The DDUGJY
and SAUBHAGYA being the two flagship schemes for universal access to
electricity in the country, the APDCL ensuring smooth and anomaly-free
execution of the two schemes in the state is crucial for the country to
achieve the SDG goal.

Universal access to electricity

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

T he International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste was on
September 29. Food wastage is a major problem in India. Weddings,

canteens, hotels and households spew out so much food. To see the extent
of damage, all you have to do is peek into a street-corner garbage bin.
People do not think about what goes into the food on their table.Today,
most of us don’t even spare a thought for the time, energy, and resources
it takes to produce our food.Moreover, food that is produced, but not
eaten, occupies close to 30 per cent of the world’s agricultural land. It is
estimated that one out of every seven people in the world went to bed
hungry and more than 20,000 children under the age of five died from
hunger. To be fair, food wastage is indeed a major worry for India. A gov-
ernment study had found that the country wastes Rs 92,651 crore worth
or 67 million tonnes of food in a year.Efforts need to be taken to protect
and preserve foodgrain for the benefit of the large number of poor in our
society who are struggling to survive on a single meals a day. Though our
people rarely waste much food in restaurants, we as a nation waste a lot
of food during marriages, festivals and other occasions without caring
about the large percentage of our people that go hungry each day. The
levels of poverty, hunger and deprivation are so high in our country and lit-
tle attention is paid to this by the well-to-do citizens and the politicians of
our country.The condition of the godowns in the country is not good and
that is resulting in the rotting of good grain.If only the foodgrain wasted in
the country due to lack of storage facilities was saved, the burden of sub-
sidy would have come down to that extent and thus saved the tax-payers’
money.  It is time to take note of the obligation of every citizen of this
country to ensure that the food wastage is totally avoided. The untouched
food left in the mess is eaten by the people of mess but the food left in the
plates goes wasted and is served to cattle near the campus. Wastage of
food is a cause of serious concern in a country like India where 37 per cent
of the population lives below poverty line. Food wastage is a major prob-
lem in India. Weddings, canteens, hotels and households spew out so
much food. Each morsel thus wasted, in a way, contributes towards
hunger. Today, most of us don’t even spare a thought for the time, energy,
and resources it takes to produce our food. We generate mammoth
amounts of food waste. The causes of food waste or loss are numerous,
and occur at the stages of production, processing, retailing and consump-
tion. Huge amounts of food is getting wasted by the people belonging to
the upper strata of economy as there is no proper channel to utilise un-
used food. Apart from this, wasteful food-consumption is also leading to
unsustainable demand for natural resources.Assessing food loss and
waste and developing effective policies along the value chain can help
solve the food waste problem and thus contribute towards food security
and sustainability. Don’t we think a thought for our choice of food will save
our natural resources and can keep us healthy?

Say a big NO to food waste
M orality is the greatest

quality of humanity
and separates us from mere an-
imal existence. A moral crisis
ensues when a man is faced
with the dilemma of choosing
between a good and a bad act. If
a moral person sees and recog-
nizes the atrocity and still fails
to intervene, he or she is as re-
sponsible as the perpetrators
themselves. If he does the
wrong thing, he may be im-
moral, but being a moral in-
strument, he has no value and
therefore cannot be corrected
or saved.

Neutrality is another way of
saying; When you could have

made a difference, stand still
and do nothing. Inaction in
any area can be very harmful.
All UNSC countries not taking
action against Russia for wag-
ing an unjust war on Ukraine
is an example. Mankind as a
whole is suffering and yet no
one wants to be involved.
Fighting climate change re-
quires active participation
from all countries in rooting
out terrorism, yet inaction is
evident.

Napoleon insisted, "The
world suffers not from the vio-
lence of the bad, but from the
silence of the good." Neutrality
refers to the quality of avoid-

ing responsibility. Our actions
affect our surroundings and
being neutral has its conse-
quences and the responsibility
for the consequences of neu-
trality can never be avoided. A
crisis of conscience is a time
when a person faces serious
difficulty in deciding whether
his action is morally right or
not. In addition to this specula-
tion, the crisis can operate in
retrospect when choosing be-
tween right and wrong.

It is when a person is previ-
ously going through some
punitive feelings because of
the idea of doing something
morally unfair or wrong. This
state of moral dilemma can
also turn into a more critical
sense. This is when a person is
afraid of committing a moral-
ly wrong act by not obeying
the voice of conscience. It also
often becomes difficult to act
according to self-worth and
principles. People eventually
reject their conscience for
some materialistic demand or
greed and behave the opposite.
Due to worldly need and de-
sire, this action starts to weak-
en the voice of the conscience
and human nature.

Yet, human beings, due to
some uncontrollable reason or
circumstance, often go against
their beliefs. Such situations
can also create feelings of guilt
and regret. A crisis of con-
science is a situation when
people are confused between
right and wrong. People often
worry about their actions that
may be unfair or morally
wrong in such situations. This
is due to deeply rooted moral
principles, which involve self-
evaluation and introspection.
In addition, this feeling of self-

judging leads to regret and
other feelings. Several philo-
sophical, religious, and rou-
tine concepts can define this
crisis.

However, they all involve
some distinctive aspects; First,
conscience is some of the un-
derwritten values and moral
principles, including self-confi-
dence in a variety of situa-
tions. It refers to resisting
one's moral self-belief to stand
against conscience. According
to the second aspect, con-
science may reflect the ability
to distinguish moral truth.
Third, it involves the scrutiny
of self-will and action, which
brings out feelings such as re-
gret, guilt, and shame.

A crisis of conscience
brings to the individual a diffi-
cult moral question. In this sit-
uation, he must consider what
is reasonable and just to an-
swer this question. It should
also be remembered that it is
imperative for a man to always
obey the voice of conscience
and be morally right.
Therefore, it is not always pos-
sible to eliminate remorse
from within. There are gray
areas of morality and it is
sometimes impossible to re-
solve the dilemma because any
of these choices will lead to
moral turpitude. Nevertheless,
values such as compassion,
empathy, honesty, and integri-
ty help us make the right deci-
sions. To work or not to do is a
challenge and the above values
can guide one better.

Writer is Research Scholar
in Political Science, Poet,
freelance journalist, and

columnist, Ubba Bhawan,
Aryanagar, Hisar (Haryana)

The world suffers not from the violence of 
the bad, but the silence of the good

D rinking two to three
cups of coffee a day is as-

sociated with a longer lifespan
and a lower risk of cardiovas-
cular disease compared to
avoiding the brew, a study has
found. A team at the Baker
Heart and Diabetes Research
Institute, Australia, examined
the link between types of cof-
fee and incident arrhythmias
or irregular heart beat, cardio-
vascular disease and death
using data from the UK
Biobank about adults between
40 and 69 years of age. "The re-
sults suggest that a mild to
moderate intake of ground, in-
stant and decaffeinated coffee
should be considered part of a
healthy lifestyle," said study
author Professor Peter Kistler.
In the study, cardiovascular
disease included conditions
such as coronary heart dis-
ease, congestive heart failure
and ischaemic stroke.

The study, published in the
European Journal of
Preventive Cardiology, includ-
ed 449,563 participants free of

arrhythmias or other cardio-
vascular disease. The median
age was 58 years and 55.3 per
cent were women. Outcome in-
formation was obtained from
medical records and death
records. The median follow up
was 12.5 years. All types of cof-
fee were linked with a reduc-
tion in death risk from any
cause, the researchers said.

The greatest risk reduction
was seen with two to three
cups per day, which compared
to no coffee drinking was asso-
ciated with a 14 per cent, 27 per
cent and 11 per cent lower like-
lihood of death for decaffeinat-
ed, ground, and instant prepa-
rations, respectively. A total of
27,809 (6.2 per cent) partici-
pants died during follow up.

"In this large, observational
study, ground, instant and de-
caffeinated coffee were associ-
ated with equivalent reduc-
tions in the incidence of car-
diovascular disease and death
from cardiovascular disease or
any cause," said Kistler.

Cardiovascular disease was

diagnosed in 43,173 (9.6 per
cent) participants during fol-
low up. All coffee subtypes
were associated with a reduc-
tion in cardiovascular disease
incidence. Again, the lowest
risk was observed with two to
three cups a day, which com-
pared to abstinence from cof-
fee was associated with a 6 per
cent, 20 per cent, and 9 per cent
reduced likelihood of cardio-
vascular disease for decaf-

feinated, ground, instant cof-
fee, respectively.

An arrhythmia was diag-
nosed in 30,100 (6.7 per cent )
participants during follow up.
Ground and instant coffee, but
not decaffeinated, was associ-
ated with a reduction in ar-
rhythmias including atrial fib-
rillation, an irregular and
often very rapid heart rhythm
that can lead to blood clots in
the heart. Compared with non-

drinkers, the lowest risks were
observed with four to five cups
a day for ground coffee and
two to three cups a day for in-
stant coffee, with 17 per cent
and 12 per cent reduced risks,
respectively. "While caffeine is
the most well-known con-
stituent in coffee, the beverage
contains more than hundred
biologically active compo-
nents. "It is likely that the non-
caffeinated compounds were
responsible for the positive re-
lationships observed between
coffee drinking, cardiovascu-
lar disease and survival," said
Kistler.

Participants were asked to
complete a questionnaire ask-
ing how many cups of coffee
they drank each day and
whether they usually drank in-
stant, ground (such as cappuc-
cino or filtered coffee), or de-
caffeinated coffee. They were
then grouped into six daily in-
take categories, consisting of
none, less than one, one, two to
three, four to five, and more
than five cups per day.

Drinking coffee linked with enhanced longevity, study finds
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PRIYANKA SAURABH

This state of moral dilemma can also turn into a
more critical sense. This is when a person is afraid of
committing a morally wrong act by not obeying the
voice of conscience. It also often becomes difficult to
act according to self-worth and principles. People
eventually reject their conscience for some materialis-
tic demand or greed and behave the opposite. Due to
worldly need and desire, this action starts to weaken
the voice of the conscience and human nature.
Nevertheless, values such as compassion, empathy,
honesty, and integrity help us make the right deci-
sions. To work or not to do is a challenge and the
above values can guide one better.
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FKCCI AGM

Union Finanace Minister Nirmala Sitharaman hands over key of an ambulance to an NGO at the 105th Annual
General Meeting of Federation of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FKCCI), in Bengaluru,
Thursday, Sept. 29.

BRIEF

Emerging 
leaders’ list

New Delhi: Akash
Ambani, son of bil-
lionaire Mukesh
Ambani and head of
India’s largest telecom
firm Jio, has been
named in the Time100
Next — the maga-
zine’s list of world’s
rising stars. He is the
only Indian on the list.
There is, however, an-
other Indian-born
American business
leader, Amrapali Gan,
also on the list. “The
scion of Indian indus-
trialist royalty, Akash
Ambani was always
expected to rise in
business. But he has
been putting in hard
work,” Time said
about him. The junior
Ambani, 30, was pro-
moted in June to the
chairman of Jio,
India’s largest telecom
company, with over
426 million sub-
scribers, after being
handed a board seat at
just 22. “He’s since
played a key role land-
ing multibillion-dollar
investments from
Google and
Facebook,” it added.

Stamp duty 
Kolkata: In an attempt
to retain buoyancy in
real estate, the West
Bengal government
has extended the re-
bate on stamp duty
and circle rate till
March 2023, an official
said on Wednesday.
The decision was wel-
comed by the industry
as a puja gift. The
West Bengal govern-
ment is providing a 2
per cent reduction in
stamp duty and a 10
per cent rebate in cir-
cle rate since 2021, a
step taken to bring
traction in the pan-
demic-hit economy.
The decision by the
West Bengal govern-
ment to extend the re-
bate in stamp duty
and circle rate is a cov-
eted Durga Puja gift.
Such breathers will
also accelerate sales
in the real estate sec-
tor, Credai West
Bengal President
Sushil Mohta said.

Farmers income

Ferozepur: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann  said
the state government
will give a major push
to the agriculture al-
lied activities for sup-
plementing the in-
come of farmers. The
chief minister said it
is the need of the hour
to bail out farmers
from the crisis. He
was speaking at an
event to launch a
Verka milk plant with
a capacity of process-
ing one lakh litres of
milk. Due to increas-
ing agricultural in-
puts and diminishing
returns, agriculture is
no longer a profitable
venture, said Mann,
adding that in such a
scenario, the allied ac-
tivities can bail out
farmers and will re-
duce the dependence
of farmers only on
fields.

Kolkata, Sep 29: 

Union Minister Piyush
Goyal on Thursday said
India will be the pillar of
the global economic re-
vival as it exhibited steady
growth and emerged as
the fastest-growing coun-
try among large
economies of the world.
Addressing the Bengal
Chamber’s annual general
meeting virtually, he said
if all stakeholders of the
economy work together
with a sense of ‘Kartavya
bhav’ (spirit of duty), the
national goal of USD 30-
trillion economy will be
achieved by 2047, the year
when the country will cel-
ebrate 100th anniversary
of its independence.
“India is already the fifth
largest economy in the
world and is turbocharg-
ing its growth to become
the third largest in the
coming years. The prime

minister’s vision is to
make India a developed
nation by 2047 with an
economy size of USD 30
trillion as we will cele-
brate our 100th independ-
ence in that year,” Goyal,
the commerce and indus-
try minister, said.

All sectors such as agri-
culture, manufacturing
and construction are
doing quite well, he
claimed. “India is an is-
land of stability and will
be the pillar of global re-
vival. Our economy has
shown resilience during

the pandemic and is on a
steady path of growth,”
the minister said.
Asserting that India is the
best destination for invest-
ments, Goyal said the gov-
ernment has taken several
structural reforms, and
more are in the pipeline.
The minister, who also
holds food and textile port-
folios, urged industrialists
for private investments
and asked them to believe
in India’s growth story
and help the country in
achieving its goals with
greater participation.
Goyal cited McKinsey &
Co CEO Bob Sternfels
comment - ‘it’s not India’s
decade, it’s India’s centu-
ry’- to showcase the coun-
try as an important desti-
nation for investment.
India is targeting USD two
trillion in exports by 2030,
equally divided into mer-
chandise and services, he
said.

India will be pillar of global
economic revival: Goyal

Ahmedabad, Sept 29:

Budaun Hardoi Road
Private Ltd (BHRPL),
Hardoi Unnao Road
Private Ltd (HURPL) and
Unnao Prayagraj Road
Private Ltd (UPRPL) –
wholly owned sub-
sidiaries of Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL)–
have achieved Financial
Closure for the access-con-
trolled six lane (expand-
able to eight lane) green-
field Ganga Expressway
Project (Group-II, III & IV)
in Uttar Pradesh (UP) re-
spectively on DBFOT
(Toll) basis under PPP
mode. The concession pe-
riod shall be 30 years.

The Ganga Expressway
in Uttar Pradesh, which
will connect Meerut with
Prayagraj, will be India’s
longest expressway to be
implemented on DBFOT
basis. Of its 594-km

length, AEL will build 464
km from Budaun to
Prayagraj, which compris-
es 80% of the expressway
project.

“India is building at a
record pace the road infra-
structure it needs for its
development, and we are
delighted to be providing
the much-needed road
connectivity all across the
nation,” said KP
Maheshwari, CEO, Road
Business, Adani
Enterprises Ltd.“The
State Bank of India has

underwritten the entire
debt requirement of INR
10,238 Crore for the Ganga
Expressway Projects
(BHRPL, HURPL &
UPRPL). With this facility
from the SBI, we have
moved a step closer to pro-
viding our country and
the state of UP with an-
other landmark infra-
structure”

AEL’s road portfolio has
grown to 18 projects with
more than 6,400 lane kms
and an asset value exceed-
ing Rs. 44,000 Crore.
spread over ten states in
India – Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Kerala, Gujarat,
West Bengal and Odisha.
The portfolio has a mix of
HAM (Hybrid Annuity
Mode), TOT (Toll-Operate-
Transfer) and BOT (Build-
Operate-Transfer) type as-
sets.

AEL achieves Financial Closure 
For India’s largest greenfield expressway project 

New Delhi, Sep 29:  

The government has de-
ferred the implementation
of the proposal to make
six airbags mandatory in
passenger cars by one
year to October 1, 2023,
Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Thursday.
The government had earli-
er planned to make six
airbags mandatory in
eight-seater vehicles for
enhanced safety of occu-
pants from October 1,
2022. “Considering the
global supply chain con-
straints being faced by the
auto industry and its im-
pact on the macroeconom-
ic scenario, it has been de-
cided to implement the
proposal mandating a
minimum of 6 Airbags in
Passenger Cars (M-1

Category) w.e.f 01st
October 2023,” Gadkari
said in a tweet.

The minister further as-
serted that the safety of all
passengers travelling in
motor vehicles irrespec-
tive of their cost and vari-
ants is the foremost priori-
ty. An airbag interferes be-
tween the driver and the
vehicle’s dashboard dur-
ing a collision, thereby
preventing serious in-
juries. Earlier this year,

the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) in a statement
said that in order to en-
hance the safety of occu-
pants of the motor vehicle
against lateral impact, it
has been decided to en-
hance safety features by
amending the Central
Motor Vehicles Rules
(CMVR), 1989.

“A draft notification has
been issued on January
14, 2022, which mandates
that vehicles of category
M1, manufactured after
October 1, 2022, shall be
fitted with two side/side
torso airbags, one each for
the persons occupying
front row outboard seat-
ing positions, and two side
curtain/tube air bags, one
each for the persons occu-
pying outboard seating po-
sitions,” it had said.

Govt defers proposal to make 6 airbags mandatory
in cars by one year to Oct 1, 2023: Gadkari

Mumbai, Sep 29: 

Samsung, India’s
largest consumer elec-
tronics company, and Axis
Bank, India’s third largest
private sector bank, have
partnered to launch an ex-
clusive co-branded credit
card, powered by Visa.
With the Samsung Axis
Bank Credit Card, con-
sumers will get 10% cash-
back across all Samsung
products and services
round the year. As an ad-
ditional point of delight
for consumers, the 10%
cashback offer through
Samsung Axis Bank
Credit Card will be over
and above existing
Samsung offers, on both
EMI and non-EMI trans-
actions. “At Samsung, we
believe in transforming

the lives of our con-
sumers through the
power of innovation. The
Samsung Axis Bank
Credit Card, powered by
Visa, is our next big India-
specific innovation that
will change the way our

customers buy Samsung
products and spend on
services through a series
of industry-leading fea-
tures. We’re excited to be
able to put the control into
our consumers’ hands,”
said Ken Kang, President

and CEO, Samsung South-
West Asia. “Axis Bank is a
full suite cards and pay-
ments player, and we con-
tinue to build on innova-
tion led partnership mod-
els. Our focus is to offer
product propositions that
cater to our customers’
ever evolving needs and
give them a seamless ex-
perience. Through this co-
branded credit card, in
partnership with
Samsung India and Visa,
we are reiterating our
commitment to drive ac-
cess to formal credit in
India, tapping the wide
reach of Samsung India
that extends beyond tier 1
citiesand aids our objec-
tive of card penetration
into tier 2 & 3 cities.” said
Amitabh Chaudhry, MD
and CEO, Axis Bank.

Samsung India, Axis Bank 
launch Co-branded Credit Card

New Delhi, Sep 29: 

After announcing the
prices of the top four
grades of the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder earlier
this month,
ToyotaKirloskar Motor
(TKM) announced the
prices of the remaining-
seven grades of the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder.
Announcing the prices
Mr.AtulSood, Associate
Vice President, Sales, and
Strategic Marketing, TKM
said “Toyota Urban
Cruiser Hyryder has ush-
ered a new chapter of mo-
bility experience in India
with its exemplary per-
formance, best in class
fuel efficiency, connected
car features. The tremen-
dous appreciation that the
new offering has received
is truly encouraging. The
initial price announce-

ment of the top grades was
well received, and we are
certain that the prices of
the remaining seven
grades will also be enthu-
siastically welcomed.”
Available in two power-
trains- Self-charging
Strong Hybrid Electric
powertrain & Neo Drive,
the much-anticipated SUV
from TKM was launched
earlier this year in July
along with the booking an-
nouncement. Since then,

the product has received a
phenomenal response,
thus reinforcing cus-
tomers’ faith and trust in
Toyota’s advanced technol-
ogy prowess.As one of
Toyota’s sustainable offer-
ings, the new Urban
Cruiser Hyryder inherits
Toyota’s global SUV line-
age with its bold and so-
phisticated styling and ad-
vanced tech features, mak-
ing it a perfect choice in
the segment.

TKM announces prices of remaining
Seven Grades of Urban Cruiser Hyryder

New Delhi, Sep 29: 

The finance ministry
has asked public sector
banks (PSBs) to expedite
the process of filling pend-
ing vacancies, sources
said. The ministry had re-
viewed the vacancies in
PSBs earlier this month
and advised them to take
action to fill them. Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday
had directed PSBs to fill
the backlog vacancies of
Scheduled Castes (SCs) in
a time-bound manner. The
total employees strength of
PSBs peaked at 8.86 lakh
during 2012-13. It declined
to 7.80 lakh during 2020-21.

Banks have started issu-
ing advertisements for re-
cruitment. The country’s
biggest lender State Bank
of India (SBI) has issued

advertisements for re-
cruitment of 1,673 proba-
tionary officers. Of this,
1,600 are regular vacancies
while 73 are backlog cases.
Due to COVID-19, the re-
cruitment process got im-
pacted and as a result
there are some backlogs
which will be filled in due
course of time, a senior
PSB official said.

Besides, Central Bank of
India has issued advertise-
ments seeking applica-
tions for filling 110 special-
ist officers vacancies. At
the same time, the
Institute of Banking
Personnel Selection (IBPS)
has initiated the process
for recruitment of about
6,500 probationary offi-
c e r s / m a n a g e m e n t
trainees through a com-
mon exam for the various
state-owned banks.

PSBs asked to expedite
recruitment, fill vacancies

in time-bound manner
New Delhi, Sep 29: 

Robust car sales during
the ongoing festive season
amid the easing of chip
shortage will help the
Indian automobile indus-
try outshine its regional
and global peers this year,
Moody’s Investor Service
said on Thursday.

Aided by favourable as-
pects, the car sales vol-
umes this year in the
country are expected to
increase by 12.5 per cent
and another 4 per cent in
2023, it stated. “India re-
mains the bright spot for
car sales this year. So far
in 2022, sales are steady
and we expect a stronger
fourth quarter with the
onset of the festive season
starting at the end of
September,” as per a note
prepared by Moody’s

Investor Service.
A relatively stronger

macroeconomic environ-
ment, the easing of semi-
conductor shortages as
well as restocking by deal-
ers will help India outper-
form its regional and
global peers, it added.
APAC will be the
strongest of the major re-
gions in 2022, growing by
3.5 per cent driven by
growth in China and
India, Moody’s Investor
Service said. “We forecast
2022 auto sales will rise 4
per cent in China, the
world’s largest auto mar-
ket, and gain a further 3.5
per cent in 2023. By 2023,
we expect automotive
sales in China and India
will return to 2018 levels,
while the recovery in
Japan remains protract-
ed,” it added.

India remains bright spot
for car sales: Moody’s
To outshine regional, global peers this year

New Delhi, Sep 29:

Worried about the well-
being of your older parent,
a young child or even an
adorable pet at home while
you are away?  Worry no
more, as Bharti Airtel
(Airtel), India’s premier
communications solutions
provider, today announced
the launch of Xsafe, an
easy-to-operate, end-to-end
home surveillance solution
that includes a range of Wi-
Fi based advanced cameras
designed to ensure cus-
tomers are connected to
their homes even while
they are away, thereby en-
suring complete peace of
mind. Available across 40
cities including Mumbai,
Delhi-NCR, Bangalore,
Chennai and Kolkata.
Commenting on the launch
of their new home surveil-
lance solution, Vir Inder

Nath, CEO, Homes, Bharti
Airtel had this to say, “We
constantly listen to our
customers and post-pan-
demic a lot of them have
expressed concerns about
the well-being of their
loved ones while they are
away from home. Xsafe is
the perfect solution for
these customers. It is an
easy-to-operate, end-to-end
home surveillance solution
that allows customers to
keep an eye on their loved
ones. It will also allow
them to talk to those at
home from wherever they
are through a two-way
communication system in
the camera.” “Customer
experience will be the key
differentiator for Xsafe, he
added, “Apart from state-of-
the-art cameras, every cus-
tomer will get a free consul-
tation from one of our vis-
iting Airtel experts.

Airtel launches Xsafe advanced
home surveillance solution

New Delhi, Sep 29:  

S&P Global Ratings on
Thursday said rising rates
and increased European
energy insecurity are hit-
ting growth in almost
every country, but India
with an estimated 7.3 per
cent growth this fiscal,
would be the ‘star’ among
emerging market
economies.

In a report, S&P said
global macro performance
over the next few quarters
points towards growth
slowdown with tightening
financial conditions amid
rate hikes by central
banks. Most leading and
sentiment indicators are
pointing toward slower
growth as well.

Growth eased in the sec-
ond quarter across emerg-
ing markets as inflation re-

duced real household in-
come, business confidence
deteriorated, and the ex-
ternal environment be-
came more complicated, it
said.

Emerging-market cen-
tral banks have been
ahead of their advanced-
country counterparts in
hiking policy rates, and in
Latin America they are
now near the end of their
tightening cycles.

Elsewhere, core infla-
tion continues to rise, sug-
gesting there is more work
to do. Large recent hikes
by the US Federal Reserve
are exacerbating balance-
of-payment strains across
emerging markets. “For
the 16 emerging
economies that we cover,
excluding China, 2022 GDP
growth will hit 5.2 per cent
this year, in our view.

India a ‘star’ among 

emerging market economies with 7.3

pc growth in FY23: S&P

Trisha Krishnan
read 5 books of
PS 1 for the role!
S

ony Entertainment Television’s The Kapil
Sharma Show, the audience’s favourite
weekend getaway, is all set for another ex-

citing episode filled with rib-tickling gags,
non-stop laughter and some Bollywood gup-
shup. Promising an unforgettable grand
laughter riot this weekend will be the block-
buster episode graced by star cast of the up-
coming epic period action film, PS 1
(Ponniyin Selvan: I ) i.e Vikram, Jayam
Ravi, Karthi, Trisha Krishnan and
Sobhita Dhulipala, who will be making
their debut on the most loved comedy
show. These stellar The Kapil Sharma
Show debutants will be seen laughing out
loud to the hilarious one-liners of host Kapil
Sharma as well as by the atrangi naya parivaar
– Kiku Sharda (Gudiya Laundry wali),
Sidharth Sagar(Ustad), Srikant Maski
(Pushpa) and Gaurav Dubey (Aparichit).

Making the episode extra special, the star
cast will be seen making some surprising reve-
lations about the movie PS-1, one being the fact
that the film will be released in two parts that
was shot in 120 days. The curious and funny
host Kapil Sharma will ask if, for the movie
which is based on Kalki Krishnamurthy’s
book, that has 5 volumes, the actors had to
read all the books to understand the film. To
which Vikram jokingly said, “Half the pay-
ment was for reading the book.” which
cracked everyone up.

Talking about reading the books, stunning
actress Trisha Krishnan shared, “When we
started shooting for the film, the entire
world was hit by the pandemic which led to
a lockdown. So, during that period, I read
all 5 volumes of the novel. I used to believe
that historic fictional novels are hard to
read but this was very interesting. After
finishing one book, you will be compelled
to pick the next one, it's that intriguing.
But the novel and the film are quite differ-
ent because the way Mani sir beautifully
summarized 5 books into 2 films is be-
yond my imagination. So, I call this
film Mani Ratnam’s PS 1.”

Tune into The Kapil Sharma
Show, this Saturday and
Sunday at 9:30 pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

ACROSS

1. Automobiles

5. Diva ____ Callas

10. Kitchen basin

14. Genesis location

15. Beside

16. Leg part

17. ____ Marie Presley

18. Italian staple

19. Upon

20. Nasty looks

22. Bench

23. Camping need

24. Wall socket

26. Good spirits

28. Of the seashore

31. Winter illness

34. Camera opening

38. Transparent

40. Fishing string

41. Extend a subscription

44. Modern Persia

45. Short distances

47. Bureaus

49. Rowing device

50. Poor farmer

53. Take hold of

55. Trinidad and ____

60. Got it! (2 wds.)

62. Birthday greeting

65. Document

66. Elects

67. Atlantic or Pacific

69. Zipped

70. Tarry

71. Horned animal, for short

72. Or ____!

73. Circle segments

74. Dogma

75. Gentle creature

DOWN

1. Viola's kin
2. Goodbye (Fr.)
3. Adjust again
4. Growl
5. Atlas item
6. Oh, dear!
7. Thorny bloom
8. Unbroken
9. Author ____ Christie
10. Emulate Michelle Kwan
11. Butt in
12. City light
13. Saved
21. Church group
25. Travel
27. Chicago trains
29. Exist

30. Transmits
32. Tragic king
33. Large vases
34. Too
35. Flat bread
36. Peppy
37. D.C. VIP
39. That man's
42. Time period
43. Exited
46. Resort
48. Quit
51. Accompany
52. Southwestern Indian
54. Relaxes
56. Stationed
57. Granny Smith, e.g.
58. Migratory birds
59. Command
60. Dubuque's locale
61. Shadowbox
63. Horse strap
64. A Scandinavian
68. ____ guilty
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With all the conversations you've had late-
ly, Aquarius, it's likely that you've talked
with some people in the healing profes-
sions. These doctors, nurses, and techni-
cians could be useful to you later. Be sure
to file their contact information away for
future reference. On another front, expect
to receive some good news concerning
your finances.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You may discover an untapped talent today,
Pisces. Perhaps there's a new machine in
the office and you're the only one who can
figure out how to use it. Maybe drafting a
simple business proposal makes you realize
how much you enjoy the writing process.
This is a good day for any kind of creative
endeavor, as well as for paperwork of all
sorts. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Expect some positive developments today
that impact the whole family, Aries. Perhaps
you or your mate will receive word of a sig-
nificant raise or great job opportunity.
Perhaps you meet the one who is right for
you, and you know it the instant you lock
eyes. Whichever it is, don't let the opportu-
nity pass. If you don't seize it, someone else
surely will.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You should be feeling especially confident
today, Taurus. You've been working especial-
ly hard lately, and the recognition you've
received goes a long way toward reinforcing
your feelings of self-worth. Your life goals
suddenly seem more attainable and you'll
pursue them with renewed vigor. Your confi-
dence is grounded in reality. You will surely
succeed.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

This is a day made for fun and frivolity,
Gemini, not one in which you're likely to get
many of your chores done. Try as you might
to focus on the task at hand, there are dis-
tractions everywhere you turn. Your email
pals could be sending you jokes and notes,
and your friends could be bugging you to
join them for whatever type of outing is pos-
sible now. You may as well give in.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're a person of many talents, and
today you're likely to discover yet anoth-
er one, Cancer. The delivery of a new
piece of equipment makes you feel like
you've been given a toy for your sole
enjoyment. But once you get the comput-
er or piece of machinery up and running,
you need to share it with your co-work-
ers! 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Don't be surprised if a lot of people contact
you today, each one anxious to confer with
you. It seems that you're the authority on
all topics, Leo. All the attention is flattering,
but it makes it difficult to get any work
done. Do what you can to help your co-
workers, and then tell them that the help
desk is closed for the day. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Don't let yourself be manipulated by needy
friends, Virgo. With today's planetary ener-
gies, it's a good time to think about setting
clear boundaries. You know which friends
are there for you and lift you up and which
ones tend to drain all your time and energy
with the constant need for your immediate
attention. Try saying no. You can't fix other
people's lives for them anyway. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

This is a good day for sharing friendship
with pals and co-workers, Libra. People
will be in a light, socializing mood and
not much in a working frame of mind.
There's really no use fighting this ener-
gy. Enjoy yourself today and allow your-
self to detach from work issues. You can
all get back to the grindstone later. The
work will still be there.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your technical skills take a real leap for-
ward today, Scorpio. It seems all that
training you've done is finally paying off.
Your new skills will greatly increase your
efficiency and enhance your marketabili-
ty. If you've been thinking about applying
for a new position, get your resume ready
to send out when you see an appealing
ad. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Don't be surprised to see your co-work-
ers acting a bit silly today, Sagittarius.
There is no getting around the high
spirits that permeate the work environ-
ment. It's almost impossible to get any-
thing done with today's planetary
atmosphere. Rather than cracking the
whip and trying to increase productivi-
ty, why not join in? Lighten up a little.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Life's been a real whirlwind lately,
Capricorn. You may feel a bit overwhelmed
by everything that’s been going on. It's fun
to catch up with everyone, but a bit daunt-
ing to renew ties with old friends and try to
remember things that are going on with
new ones. Take a deep breath, Capricorn,
you're doing just fine.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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E
very language
across the globe
has its flavour and

common and sometimes
fun words or even expres-
sions, which, if translat-
ed into any other lan-
guage, lose their mean-
ing. On International
Translation Day, &TV
artists talk about un-
translatable common

Hindi words and how
their meaning completely
changes when translated
to some other language.
These artists include
Neha Joshi (Yashoda,
Doosri Maa), Yogesh
Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Shubhangi
Atre (Angoori Bhabi,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai).

Shubhangi Atre as
Angoori Bhabi in &TV's
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
shares, “Languages are
very beautiful and tricky.
When I used to train for
classical dance, I came
across a word called
Rasa, which is a Hindi
word that is difficult to
translate into English be-
cause its meaning is so vi-
sual. While talking of
performance arts, dance
forms, theatre, or cinema,
rasa is a form of commu-
nication with coordinat-
ed movements of the
eyes, feet, and vocal cords
to express emotions and
tell a story that reaches
the audience. It can also
be used more widely to
refer to the look or tone of
a work of art, although
it’s translated literally as
juice, taste, or essence. It
requires a lot of focus
and holds on languages to
understand and translate
content.” Watch Doosri
Maa at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists talk about
untranslatable 

common Hindi words

A
ctress Nimrat Kaur
has kicked-off the
shoot for her next

film 'Happy Teachers Day'
in Pune on Wednesday. The
actress was also recently
spotted at the Mumbai of-
fice of the film's produc-
tion house for the Muhurat
Pooja. The film also stars
Radhika Madan in the lead
role. When asked about her
excitement at the start of
the shooting, Nimrat ex-
pressed, "I am very excited
to be in Pune, to be shoot-
ing the film. Incidentally,
Pune is a city where I went
to my first school ever. I
was in Holloway Primary
School College Of Military
Engineering Pune here in
my first standard."

The actress is excited
about bringing a unique
story like 'Happy Teachers
Day' to the audience. "So
it's very very interesting
coming back here with a
theme like 'happy teachers
day' which is a story that
revolves around the educa-
tion world. I am very excit-
ed to be here, it's really
wonderful and I am look-
ing forward to the journey
as it begins", Nimrat
added.

Nimrat Kaur
starts shooting

for ‘Happy
Teachers Day’ 

in Pune

A
ctress Shruti
Haasan, who is
shooting in Turkey

for Nandamuri
B a l a k r i s h n a - s t a r r e r
'NBK107', made the most of
an off day and chose to go
for sightseeing along with
her staff and co-star, mas-
ter Satvik. The actress and
singer, along with her

staff, explored the beauty
of the city of Istanbul.
Shruti's staff have always
been like family to her and
they share a lovely rapport
with the 'Salaar' actress.
Shruti visited a theme
park and an arcade along
with her co-star, child
actor Satvik. The talented
young boy is the son of di-

rector Gopichand
Malineni and has worked
with Shruti in 'Krack' pre-
viously. The two went on
rollercoaster rides and
gaming zones and made
the most of their day off.

The actress also posted
videos of their joy rides to-
gether on her Instagram
account. On the work
front, Shruti is shooting
for a number of films.
Apart from Nandamuri
Balakrishna starrer
'NBK107', she has a film op-
posite superstar
Chiranjeevi tentatively ti-
tled 'Chiru 154' and 'Salaar'
opposite Prabhas.

The actress also re-
leased her independent
track 'She is a Hero' recent-
ly which throws light on
the struggles and tri-
umphs of women and the
track has been receiving
rave revolve for its music
and messaging.

Shruti Haasan takes time to
explore Turkey on off day

T
hey are both
known for their
eclectic and loud

fashion choices. This is
why filmmaker Karan
Johar says that he and
Bollywood's livewire star
Ranveer Singh are fash-
ion buddies.

Karan will be joined by
content creators Tanmay
Bhatt, Danish Sait,
Kusha Kapila and
Niharika NM on the fi-
nale episode of 'Koffee
With Karan' Season 7.

He finally opens up
about getting to share
the style icon title with
Ranveer Singh who is
known for never follow-
ing a rule book when it
comes to clothes.

"Ranveer and I are
complete fashion bud-
dies. We constantly text
each other saying you
killed that look. It then
reached a point when we
realized it was only us
complementing each
other, no one really both-
ered," said the host.

'Koffee with Karan'
Season 7 airs on Disney+
Hotstar.

Ranveer and I are
complete fashion

buddies: Karan Johar

A
ctress Barkha
Singh, who is gear-
ing up for her up-

coming streaming movie
'Maja Ma', shared that the
films proved to be a learn-
ing curve for her as well as
an amazing experience off
the camera as she learnt a
lot just by observing her
co-actors like Madhuri
Dixit, Sheeba Chaddha,
Rajit Kapur and Gajraj
Rao.

Elaborating on the
same, the actress said, "I
find myself very lucky to
be a part of a film like
Maja Maa and share
screen space with
Madhuri Dixit, Sheeba
Chaddha, Rajit Kapur and
Gajraj Rao. Anand Tiwari
was such a visionary cap-
tain of the ship."

She further spoke about
the monumental experi-
ence of her co-actors,
"They all are so experi-
enced and have such an
amazing body of work be-
hind them. When I got over
the initial jitters, I learnt a
lot by observing them.
They were very sweet to
give timely advice and tips
on how you can read and
interpret a scene better."

Explaining what it was
like shooting outside
Mumbai, the actress
added, "We would do din-
ners, movies and they
would bring little gifts for
us if they found something
interesting. We were like a
big family. I have learnt a
lot about my craft and my-
self on this film. It's been a
phenomenal experience."

Barkha Singh had gala time
working on ‘Maja Ma’
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New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI):

India's pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah was on
Thursday ruled out of the
T20 World Cup due to a
back stress fracture, deal-
ing a massive blow to team's
chances at the ICC flagship
event starting next month
in Australia.

A BCCI official told PTI
that Bumrah will be forced
out of action for six months
due to the back injury.

"Bumrah is not going to
play the T20 World Cup for
sure. He has a serious back

condition. It's a stress frac-
ture and he could be out for
a period of six months," a
senior BCCI official told
PTI on conditions of
anonymity. It is understood
that either Deepak Chahar
or Mohammed Shami could
replace Bumrah in the
main squad. Both were
named as stand-by players
for the prestigious tourna-
ment by the BCCI. Bumrah,
who played the second and
third T20 against Australia,
didn't travel with the team
to Thiruvananthapuram
for the series-opener

against South Africa. The
28-year-old fast bowler is
the second senior star play-
er to be ruled out after
Ravindra Jadeja, who is re-
covering from a knee sur-
gery. The Indian team is al-
ready looking unsettled at
the moment and Bumrah's
injury has only compound-
ed the woes for skipper
Rohit Sharma and coach
Rahul Dravid.

"Losing Bumrah and
Jadeja will be huge for
India. We didn't expect that
things will pan out as they
have. He was rested for the

Asia Cup precisely to man-
age his workload manage-
ment. Now it remains a
question if he was even fit
enough to play the
Australia series," the senior
official said. Many senior
players have been given ad-
equate rest, keeping in
mind their workload.

What is more interesting
is the fact that Bumrah has
played only five Tests, five
ODIs and as many T20Is in
2022 apart from IPL games
for Mumbai Indians.

"That's not a lot of crick-
et, considering that he was
rested for Asia Cup, West
Indies tour and also some of
the bilateral cricket played
in India. That's a lot of rest.

"As of now he is at the
NCA and the rehab will be a
long and arduous one. Yes,
World T20 is important but
he is still young and India's
biggest bowling asset. You
can't take risk with him,"
the official said.

Back stress fractures do
not require surgery but a
lot of time to heal.

Bumrah, who has a sling-
ing action, puts a lot of
pressure on his back during
loading. Former West
Indies pace bowling great
Michael Holding had as-
sessed that Bumrah was al-
ways a candidate for back
injuries.

Bumrah ruled out of T20 World
Cup due to back stress fracture

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI):

Stopping opponents
from scoring early goals
and making imposing
starts will be India's focus
heading into the men's
hockey World Cup next
year, said midfielder
Nilakanta Sharma.

India's Commonwealth
Games campaign in
Birmingham ended in a
disappointing 0-7 drub-
bing at the hands of
Australia in the final last
month. In that match the
Manpreet Singh-led side
had conceded five goals in
the first half itself.

"We have been going
through the video tapes of
our matches in CWG ever
since the camp started
and we have been work-
ing to make sure that we
don't concede any early
goals," Nilkanata said in a
media release.

"If we start strong, we
can go on to build on our
performance throughout
the game."

In next year's World
Cup at home, India are
grouped in pool D along
with England, Spain and
Wales. They begin their
campaign in Rourkela on
the opening day against
Spain on January 13.

"We have to face quite a

few strong sides in the
group stage of the World
Cup and we don't want to
end up feeling like we

haven't performed our
best at the end, so a good
start is crucial for a good
showing on home turf,"

Nilakanta stated.
"Our aim at the World

Cup is to get a medal, no
matter what. We hope to
qualify for the knockouts
comfortably even though
we face strong teams in
the group stage and then
focus on getting results
against any team that
stands in our way."

Ahead of the World
Cup the Indian team will
take on New Zealand and
Spain in the FIH Pro
League in Bhubaneswar.

"We do have the advan-
tage of having played
most of these teams in
the FIH Pro League
matches and we want to
take that experience on to
the pitch in Odisha," he
said.

"Once we get to the
quarterfinals you cannot
help but think, what if we
lose, but the people in
Odisha had been very
supportive last time
around and I will count
on that support to relieve
us of any pressure during
the upcoming World Cup.

"The whole team feels
that we need to keep the 2-
1 loss against
Netherlands in the 2018
World Cup in mind and
perform well, like we did
in the Olympics and
Commonwealth Games."

Focus is on ceasing early goals, making

imposing starts: Hockey midfieder Nilakanta

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav's sta-
tus as India's best T20I bat-
ter in recent times has been
reaffirmed as he became
the highest scorer in a sin-
gle calender year with 732
runs, surpassing Shikhar
Dhawan's 689 back in 2018.

Suryakumar, who scored
one of his finest T20I half-

centuries against South
Africa on a seaming track
in Thiruvananthapuram
on Wednesday, is only 24
runs short of completing
1000 runs in the format.

His strike-rate in 2022 is a
whopping 180.29, while his
career strike-rate is a stag-
gering 173.35 across 32
games. He has already hit
57 sixes and 88 boundaries

in his career so far.
Coming onto bat at No.4

position in the first T20I
against South Africa with
India being reduced to 17/2
in the seventh over,
Suryakumar hit two sixes
off his first three balls to
give the innings a change in
momentum after a slow
start. He remained unbeat-
en on 50 off 33 balls as India
scaled the target with more
than three overs to spare
and eight wickets in hand.

With the two sixes early
in the innings, Suryakumar
also went past Pakistan's
Mohammad Rizwan to
record the most sixes in any
calendar year in T20Is.
Rizwan held the record for
his 42 sixes in 2021 with
Martin Guptill also smash-
ing 41 sixes in the same
year. Suryakumar has
taken his tally of sixes to 45
in 2022 already, a record in
all T20Is, with three more
months to widen the gap
with Rizwan. While Rizwan
took 26 innings to hit 42
sixes, Suryakumar has bro-
ken the record batting five
times fewer.

Suryakumar is up to sec-
ond position in the latest
MRF Tyres ICC Men's T20I
Player Rankings with 801
rating points after his half-
century in the third and
final T20I against Australia
in Hyderabad.

Suryakumar is now India’s highest run-scorer
in T20Is in single calendar year

London, Sep 29 (PTI):

England white ball cap-
tain Jos Buttler and his
deputy Moeen Ali said
that running out a non-
striker for backing too is
not "their thing" and that
they would rather call the
player back if any of their
teammates used it as a
mode of dismissal.

Custodians of the laws
of cricket MCC have re-af-
firmed that a non-striker's
run out while backing up
is within the laws of the
game but there has been
no end to the debate in the
aftermath of the third and
final women's ODI be-
tween India and England
where Deepti Sharma ran
out Charlie Dean to com-
plete clean sweep for visi-
tors.

"No, I am calling the
batsman back," the 32-
year-old Buttler, who is re-
covering from a calf in-
jury ahead of the World
Cup, told TalkSPORT.

Incidentally, in IPL 2019,
Buttler was at the receiv-
ing end as Rajasthan
Royals opener when he
was dismissed in a similar
fashion by veteran Indian
off-spinner Ravichandran
Aswhin, who was back
then playing for Kings XI
Punjab.

"No one wants to see

them (mode of dismissal)
in the game because they
always create such a talk-
ing point when it should
be about the battle be-
tween bat and ball and
watching great games of
cricket. They always seem
to happen at unsavoury
times."

Moeen, the stand-in cap-
tain in their current T20I
series against Pakistan,
echoed similar senti-
ments: "No, it's not my
thing."

"I don't think I'll ever do
it unless I was really angry
with someone. It's in the

laws and there's nothing il-
legal so people that do it
have the right, but I just
hope it doesn't become a
common thing, or some-
thing that's regularly
done," Moeen told the
'Telegraph'.

"You are not really work-
ing to get a wicket. At least
with a run-out, there's a bit
of work that has to be
done, and with all the
other dismissals. This is
just waiting for the guy
and taking the bails off.
Even when I played cricket
as a kid in the garden, it's
not my thing to do."

Buttler, Moeen not in favour of running
out batters at non-striker’s end

Paris, Sep 29 (AP):

Nice's defenders must be
hoping their former coach
Christophe Galtier is kind
enough to rest Lionel Messi
for Saturday's game at Paris
Saint-Germain.

Messi's two goals for
Argentina against Jamaica
on Wednesday a typical solo
goal followed by a free kick
made it nine goals in his
past three games for the na-
tional team, taking his inter-
national tally to 90.

So far this season Messi
has four goals and a league-
high seven assists for league
leader PSG and his partner-
ship with Neymar is looking
much like their Barcelona
days from 2013-17.

"We have known each
other for a long time, by
heart, since Barcelona,"
Messi told sports channel
TUDN in an interview this
week. "We are happy to be

together. I love playing with
him." With Messi serving up
scoring chances galore
thanks to his rare vision of
the game and exquisite pass-

ing, it is perhaps no surprise
that Neymar is leading the
league with eight goals and
that France star Kylian
Mbapp is next with seven.

None of which is good
news for a Nice side lan-
guishing in 13th place;
weakened during the offsea-
son by the sale of key for-
ward Amine Gouiri to
Rennes and by Galtier's de-
parture to PSG after
Mauricio Pochettino was
fired. A rash of late summer
signings seemed like a quick
fix and created an unbal-
ance to the side that Nice
coach Lucien Favre has yet
to resolve.

Losing Galtier after just
one season in charge was a
big blow.

His arrival at PSG sur-
prised some observers, as it
marked a significant shift
away from the club's habit of
chasing big-name, fan-pleas-
ing coaches. Galtier's cre-
dentials were etched in fact
rather than any illustrious
reputation. After all, he is a
three-time French league
manager of the year.

Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 29 (PTI):

South Africa left-arm
spinner Keshav Maharaj
feels the Proteas need to
re-assess how to combat
the new ball which swung
"prodigiously" in the
first few overs of the
series opener
against India.

South Africa's batting
unit crumbled as Indian
seamers Arshdeep Singh
(3/32) and Deepak Chahar
(2/24) swung the ball both
ways to set up an eight-
wicket win for the hosts in
the first T20I here on
Wednesday night.

"I don't think it's a chap-
ter we need to dwell too
much on. However, we do
need to chat about how we
started," Maharaj said at
the post-match press con-
ference.

"The application we saw
upfront, we need to re-as-
sess that and find ways to
combat the swing. The ball
did swing prodigiously in
the first couple of overs."

Maharaj, who top-
scored for the visitors with
a 35-ball 41, feels some ad-
justment and a change in
mindset could help them
combat the swing.

"Something that we
need to address is the new

ball, the way we are play-
ing it, there is a lot of
swing in it. So maybe just
adjust our plan and mind-
set and take it from there,"
he added. South Africa
were reeling at 9/5 within
the first three overs before
Aiden Markram (25) and
Wayne Parnell (24) stead-
ied the ship before
Maharaj took them over
the 100-run mark.

"We didn't expect the
ball to swing so prodi-
giously. It wasn't an easy
wicket to bat on, it was two
paced, the odd balls skid-
ded through, a lot of ten-
nis ball bounce at various
points," Maharaj said.

South Africa need to
find ways to combat
new ball: Maharaj

Messi’s form gives Nice defenders
reason to fear PSG trip

Lahore, Sep 29 (PTI):

Pakistan pacer Haris
Rauf is banking on his
knowledge gained from
the Big Bash League to
outsmart Indian batters in
the marquee clash of the
T20 World Cup at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground on October 23.

The arch-rivals, who
don't play bilateral series
due to geo-political ten-
sions, will clash for a
fourth time in one year at
the MCG.

"If I give my best, they
won't be able to play me
easily. For the upcoming
World Cup match, I'm very
happy because it is at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground," Rauf, who plays
for Melbourne Stars in the
BBL, said in the post-
match interaction after
their six-run win over
England. "It is my home

ground because I play for
the Melbourne Stars, and I
have an idea of how the
conditions play out there.
I've already started plan-
ning on how I would bowl
against India," he said.

MCG my home ground: Rauf
sends warning to India ahead

of T20 World Cup opener

Lahore, Sep 29 (AP):

Captain Moeen Ali's
fighting unbeaten half
century went in vain as
Pakistan successfully de-
fended a below-par total to
beat England by six runs
in the fifth Twenty20.

Needing 15 runs off the

last over, Ali could hit just
one six off debutant fast
bowler Aamer Jamal to
reach his fifty before
England got restricted at
139-7. Mark Wood's pace
had earlier dismantled
Pakistan for 145 in 19 overs
in the lowest total so far of
the series, which Pakistan
now leads 3-2. David Willey
and Sam Curran both
grabbed 2-23.

It was the second time in
a row that England slipped
while chasing a below-par
total in the seven-match
series. They lost the fourth
T20 at Karachi by three
runs when Pakistan
chipped in with the last
three wickets for just one
run.

Ali made an unbeaten 51
off 37 balls, but Pakistan
strangled England
through spinners Iftikhar
Ahmed (1-16) and Shadab
Khan (1-25) in the middle
overs and the run-rate
kept on climbing.

Pakistan beats England
by 6 runs in 5th T20

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Almost five lakh Indians
face organ failure every
year with only 2-3 per cent
receiving life-saving trans-
plant, according to data
shared during a pro-
gramme hosted in Delhi to
raise awareness on organ
donation. At the event
hosted on the occasion of
World Heart Day by a lead-
ing private hospital in as-
sociation with National
Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation
(NOTTO) and another as-
sociation, doctors urged
people to pledge their or-
gans for donation.

"It is extremely unfortu-
nate that 17 people die
each day waiting for an
organ transplant in our
country. Unfortunately, the
organ donation rate in
India is very low (0.26 per
million population) as
compared to many other
countries, despite a sound
regulatory and stream-
lined legal framework," Dr
Rajneesh Sahai, Director,
NOTTO, was quoted as
saying in a statement is-
sued by the hospital.

As per NOTTO, five lakh
people in India need organ
donation every year, which
is why, there is an urgent
need to increase organ do-
nation within the country
to save as many lives as
possible, he said. "It is esti-
mated that almost five lakh
Indians face organ failure
every year and only 2-3 per
cent receive a life-saving
transplant," Fortis Escorts
Heart Institute (FEHI) said
in the statement.

As per data by NOTTO,
in 2022, eleven cadaver do-
nations have taken place
with successful retrieval of
30 organs in Delhi, it
added. Indian Association
of Cardiovascular-
Thoracic Surgery (IACTS)
was also a partner in the
programme that was held
to raise awareness about
the importance of organ
donation and the urgent

need to increase the num-
ber of organ donors in
India to save lives.

"A heart transplant can

only happen when a
healthy heart is available
from a donor. Nowadays,
heart failure is very com-

mon among Indians and
there are approximately
one million cases of heart
failure annually.

SC recommends
transfer of Orissa
CJ  to Madras HC

New Delhi, Sep 29 (PTI):
The Supreme Court
Collegium headed by Chief
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit
is learnt to have recom-
mended to the Centre the
transfer of Chief Justice
(CJ) of Orissa High Court,
Justice S Muralidhar, as
the CJ of the Madras High
Court, sources said on
Thursday. The collegium,
which also comprised jus-
tices D Y Chandrachud and
Sanjay Kishan Kaul, met
on Wednesday to deliberate
upon issues including the
transfer of high court
judges, the sources told
PTI. In the meeting, the col-
legiums resolved to trans-
fer Justice Muralidhar in
the same capacity to the
Madras High Court. The
apex court collegium is
likely to come up with a
statement on it, they said.

Agra, Sep 29 (PTI): 

With the Supreme
Court's order to immedi-
ately stop all commercial
activities within the 500-
meter periphery of the Taj
Mahal, the shop owners in
this area are uncertain
about the future of their
businesses.

There are about 500 odd
restaurants, emporiums,
budget hotels, cafes and
other business outlets in
the area that might be af-
fected by the court order.

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the Agra
Development Authority

(ADA) to prohibit com-
mercial activities within
the 500-meter periphery of
the Taj Mahal.

Talking to PTI, Charchit
Gaur, vice chairman of
ADA said, "We have begun
the survey processing of
the businesses and after
the completion of the sur-
vey we will identify the
businesses and act accord-
ingly to the order of the
Supreme Court."

The apex court's order
was in response to the ap-
plication by the 71 shop-
keepers, who had alleged
that they were removed
from near the western
gate in the year 1993,
whereas other commercial
activities continued.

Anti-Pak protests rock Jammu,
Udhampur against twin blasts

Jammu, Sep 29 (PTI): 

The protests against
Pakistan rocked Jammu
and Udhampur districts
after twin blasts with pro-
testors blocking highway
and other roads. A blast
triggered by suspected ter-
ror module using impro-
vised explosive devices
(IEDs) in a bus parked at a
stand in Jammu and
Kashmir's Udhampur city
on Thursday morning, the
second within nine hours,
sent security agencies in a
tizzy as they sounded a
high alert, sources said.

In Udhampur, locals
came out at three places in
the town and held anti-
Pakistan protests. They
also burnt effigy of

Pakistan and raised anti-
Pakistan slogans. The pro-
testors demand enhance-
ment of security in and
around the town to foil the
terrorists' designs and cre-
ate fear psychosis.

They lashed ot at the se-
curity agencies for their
failure to ensure fool proof
security despite ongoing
Navrata festival and forth-
coming visit of Union
home minister Amit Shah
on October 4.

In Jammu city, Shiv
Sena, Bajrang Dal and
Dogra front held anti-
Pakistan protests and
called for uncovering
those who executed the
blasts and ensure their
elimination.

They raised anti-Pak

slogans and took out
protest rallies in the city.

Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC)
President G A Mir also
strongly condemned the
twin blasts and described
it as shocking and highly
shameful.

A blast in a bus parked
at a stand in Jammu and
Kashmir's Udhampur city
on Thursday morning, the
second within a few hours,
sent security agencies in a
tizzy as they sounded a
high alert, sources said.

The roof and the back-
side of the bus were blown
away by the blast that oc-
curred around 5.30 am on
Thursday but no one was
injured, they said.

Durga Puja: Idols made of waste materials,
ashtadhatu, silicon vie for acclaim

Kolkata, Sep 29 (PTI): 

An artist in Kolkata is
using waste to make an
idol of Goddess Durga in
an effort to create aware-
ness among the people
about recycling. The idol,
being prepared with mate-
rials such as old garments,
worn-out shoes, dusted
wooden items, broken
flower vases and old news-
papers, will be installed at
the City Centre 1 shopping
mall in Salt Lake.

The waste materials
have been collected from
different parts of Kolkata
over the last one month,
said Arijit Ghatak, the ar-
tisan who is making the
idol at his workshop. The
visitors will be told about
the waste materials used

in the making as none can
understand by seeing the
finished idol, said an offi-
cial of 92.7 Big FM, which
has taken the initiative.

"Since we cannot devi-
ate from the traditions, a
small idol made will also
be installed for the ritu-
als," he said. Bengali actor
Rituparna Sengupta, who
is the face of the cam-
paign, said it is the respon-
sibility of Kolkata's citi-
zens to make it a green
city.

"It's our duty to make
Kolkata a greener city for
future generations, and
ensure conscious and sus-
tainable living. What bet-
ter time for creating this
awareness than the Durga
Puja, when the entire city
erupts in joy," she said.

A community Durga
Puja committee in north
Kolkata has installed an
11-feet idol made of fibre
and ashtadhatu, also
called octo alloy.

Mintu Pal, the artisan
who created the 1-ton idol
for Beniatola Sarbajanin,
claimed it to be the most
expensive idol of the god-
dess in West Bengal. "It
will be permanent and
worshipped throughout
the year," he said.

Another Puja commit-
tee has created a 10-feet
idol made of silicon. The
goddess has been depicted
as a mother with baby in
her lap, and her three chil-
dren sitting by her side.
The demon is also seen
near her with folded
hands.

Nagpur, Sep 29 (PTI): 

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Thursday said
even as India has emerged
as the world's fifth largest
economy and although the
country is rich, its popula-
tion is poor, facing issues
like starvation, unemploy-
ment, casteism, untoucha-
bility and inflation. The
gap between the rich and
the poor has widened in
the country, which needs
to be bridged, he said.

He was addressing a
programme organised by
Bharat Vikas Parishad, a

R a s h t r i y a
Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS)-in-
spired organisa-
tion. "We are the
fastest-growing
economy in the
world and are
the fifth largest
economy. We are
a rich nation
with a poor pop-
ulation. Our country is
rich, but the population is
poor facing starvation, un-
employment, poverty, in-
flation, casteism, untouch-
ability and other factors
that are not good for the

progress of the
society," he said.

"There is a
need to establish
social and eco-
nomic equality
in the society.
The gap between
these two sec-
tions of the soci-
ety has widened.
Economic dis-

parity has also increased
like social disparity," the
Minister for Road
Transport and Highways
noted. Gadkari empha-
sised the need to work in
the fields of education,

health and services to
bridge the rich-poor gap.

"The purpose of the
Bharat Vikas Parishad is
very clear, but the biggest
challenge before us is how
to work in various sectors
with social responsibility
and social consciousness
to bring about a change in
the society. However, we
are still very far from our
objective and need to
speed up our efforts to
achieve it," he said. The
minister called for work-
ing in a united way to de-
velop 124 aspirational dis-
tricts in the country.
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Nitin Gadkari

Visitors at a community pandal made of sand during Durga Puja festival, in
Kolkata, Thursday.
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‘India is a rich country 
with poor population’

Facing issues like starvation, unemployment

Owners of around 500
shops near Taj Mahal fear

closing of business 
̈ After SC order

World Heart Day

Doctors urge people to donate
organs, highlight shortage


