
Bail
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: Uttar
Pradesh minister Kapil Dev
Agarwal and several other
BJP leaders were granted
bail after they surrendered in
a special MP/MLA court here
on Tuesday in connection
with a case pertaining to vio-
lating prohibitory orders and
inciting communal tension
during 2013 Muzaffarnagar
riots. Special Judge Mayank
Jaiswal withdrew the non-
bailable warrants against
them and ordered each of
them to furnish two sureties
each of Rs. 20,000.

Injured
PPuunnee:: As many as 44 stu-
dents and three teachers
were injured on Tuesday
after the bus they were
travelling in hurtled down
a gorge and overturned in
Ambegaon tehsil in Pune
district of Maharashtra,
officials said. Acceding to
Pune district officials, the
students were travelling
from Pimpalgaon to Girvali
village, around 45 km from
Pune city, to visit an obser-
vatory in the afternoon.

Review
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Over 1,100
companies have regis-
tered for India's mega
defence exhibition --the
DefExpo-- to be held at
Gandhinagar in Gujarat
next month. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday reviewed the
preparations for the
event, billed as the
biggest ever exhibition of
land and naval systems
being hosted in India.

Dead
MMaatthhuurraa:: A 55-year-old
seer was found dead
inside a temple here on
Tuesday morning, police
said. The body of
Sudhakar Das alias Lal
Baba was found on a
bench on the premises of
Chamar Devi temple in
Jaint police station area,
Station House Officer
Arun Panwar said.

Stone
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A critical element
of any public health emer-
gency programme is labora-
tory preparedness, President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Tuesday. Murmu, who virtu-
ally laid the foundation stone
of ICMR-National Institute of
Virology (NIV) south zone
campus in Bengaluru said
the NIV-Pune is taking all
possible steps to increase
research and development in
the field of virology.

Encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An encounter broke
out between militants and
security forces in Kulgam dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday, police said.
Security forces received
inputs about the presence of
militants in the Ahwatoo area
of Kulgam, following which a
cordon and search operation
was launched there, a police
official said.
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BRIEF

Artists create a community 
Durga Puja pandal using 'Dhunachi',

a Bengali incense burner, for 
Durga Puja festival celebrations, 

in Kolkata, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

More than 170 people al-
legedly linked with the
Popular Front of India
(PFI) were detained or ar-
rested in raids across seven
states on Tuesday, five days
after a similar pan India
crackdown against the
group often accused of
being linked to radical
Islam.

Conducted mostly by
state police teams, the raids
were spread across Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka,
Gujarat, Delhi,
Maharashtra, Assam and
Madhya Pradesh.

On September 22, multi-
agency teams spearheaded
by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
arrested 106 leaders and ac-
tivists of the PFI in 15
states for allegedly support-
ing terror activities in the

country. The NIA is investi-
gating 19 cases involving
the PFI. As police teams
fanned out across their re-
spective states on Tuesday,
seemingly synchronised,
the action was swift. While
25 people each were arrest-
ed in Assam and
Maharashtra, 57 were de-

tained in Uttar Pradesh, of-
ficials said. The count of
those detained in Delhi was
30, Madhya Pradesh was at
21 followed by 10 in Gujarat
and six in Pune in
Maharashtra. Besides, sev-
eral people were also arrest-
ed in Karnataka. In Uttar
Pradesh, the raids across 26

districts were jointly carried
out by the Anti Terrorist
Squad, Special Task Force
and the local police simulta-
neously.

Ambikapur, Sep 27: 

The Chhattisgarh forest
department on Tuesday
started cutting trees for an
upcoming coal mining
project in the biodiversity-
rich Hasdeo Arand region
amid protest by locals and
concerns raised by ac-
tivists that mining in the
area would result in forest
destruction and trigger
human-animal conflict.

Heavy police force was
deployed to facilitate the
tree cutting exercise near
Pendramar-Ghatbarra vil-
lages in Udaipur develop-
ment block of Surguja dis-
trict and at least 10 people
were detained for alleged-
ly instigating locals to op-
pose the action, officials
said.

The forest department

started cutting trees in
Pendramar-Ghatbarra for-
est in the morning for the
second phase of the Parsa
East Kente Basan (PEKB)
coal mine, Surguja

Collector Kundan Kumar
told PTI. Police force has
been deployed there to
maintain law and order, he
said. Asked about the state
government's assurance
that no new mines will be
opened in Hasdeo area, the
collector said PEKB is an
old mine and necessary
clearances have already
been granted to it.

Another district admin-
istration official said at
least 10 villagers have
been detained for allegedly
obstructing official work
and instigating locals
against the tree felling ex-
ercise. Activist Alok
Shukla, convener of the
Chhattisgarh Bachao
Andolan NGO, which
works for environmental
causes and rights of trib-
als claimed that mining in
the ecologically sensitive
Hasdeo Arand region
would result in the de-
struction of 1,70,000
hectare of forest and trig-
ger human-elephant con-
flict.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday allowed the
Election Commission to go
ahead with the hearing of
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
group's plea seeking recog-
nition as the real Shiv
Sena and allocation of the
party's bow-and-arrow poll
symbol to it.

Justice D Y
Chandrachud, heading a
constitution bench, reject-
ed the plea of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led faction
seeking to restrain the EC
from deciding the Shinde
group's claim over the
"original" Shiv Sena.

"We direct that there
would be no stay of the
proceedings before the

Election Commission," the
bench also comprising
Justices M R Shah,
Krishna Murari, Hima
Kohli and P S Narasimha
said. Thackeray had told
the Supreme Court that
the Election Commission
cannot decide who the
"real Shiv Sena" is until
the court decides on the
disqualification of the
rebels. If the MLAs are
disqualified, they cannot

be counted in the symbol
dispute proceedings, team
Thackeray said. The

Supreme Court, however,
said they are separate pro-
ceedings.

Bastar, Sep 27 (PTI): 

A staffer of the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Raipur
was killed and 14 others
injured after their tempo
traveller fell into a trench
in Chhattisgarh's Bastar
district on Tuesday, police
said.

The accident took place
near the border of Bastar
and Kondagaon, under
Bhanpuri police station
limits, around 6.30 am, an
official said.

The tempo traveller
with 15 occupants from
Raipur was heading to-
wards Jagdalpur, when it
hit an electric pole and fell
into a trench, he said.

The vehicle was ferry-
ing 13 staffers of AIIMS

Raipur for a personal trip.
While one of the staffers
died, 14 other occupants
were injured, the official
said. Sumesh C (35), an as-
sistant nursing superin-
tendent of AIIMS Raipur
and native of Kerala, died

in the accident, he said.
Two medical officers

were admitted to the com-
munity health centre
(CHC) in Bhanpuri, while
12 others were admitted at
a facility in Jagdalpur, the
official added.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

Veteran actor Asha
Parekh will be honoured
with the Dada Saheb Phalke
award for 2020, the highest
recognition in the field of
Indian cinema, Union
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Anurag
Thakur said on Tuesday.

Parekh, 79, will be pre-
sented with the award dur-
ing the 68th National Film
Awards ceremony, to be held
on Friday. The five-member
Dada Saheb Phalke Award
committee -- comprising
Asha Bhosle, Hema Malini,
Poonam Dhillon, Udit
Narayan, and TS
Nagabharana -- decided on
Parekh's name for the hon-
our, Thakur told reporters
in his constituency

Hamirpur, Himachal
Pradesh. "They decided in
the meeting that this time
Asha Parekh ji will be hon-
oured with the Dada Saheb
Phalke Award, which will be
presented during the
National Film Awards cere-
mony. It is a matter of pride
for the ministry to an-
nounce this prestigious
award for the veteran ac-
tress," the minister said.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The DRDO on Tuesday suc-
cessfully flight tested the Very
Short Range Air Defence
System (VSHORADS) missile
in Chandipur off the coast of
Odisha.
The VSHORADS is an air
defence system designed and
developed indigenously by
Hyderabad-based Research
Centre Imarat of the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO).
"The DRDO conducted two
successful test flight of the
Very Short Range Air Defence
System (VSHORADS) missile
on September 27 from a
ground based portable launch-
er at the integrated test range,

Chandipur, off the coast of
Odisha," the defence ministry
said in a statement.
"VSHORADS missile incorpo-
rates many novel technologies
including miniaturized
Reaction Control System
(RCS) and integrated avionics,
which have been successfully
proven during the tests," the
ministry said.

Bijapur/Narayanpur, Sep 27:

Health officials from
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur
and Narayanpur districts
conducted health camps in
remote villages amid re-
ports claiming that 39 per-
sons had died due to an un-
known illness there in the
last couple of months, a
district official said on
Tuesday.

Some reports in local
media claimed that 39 peo-
ple had died in four vil-
lages Bail (Dharma), Petha
and Marrameta (Bijapur)
and Rengawaya and
Pidiakot (Narayanpur),
Bijapur Collector Rajendra
Katara told PTI.

Though the figure of 39

deaths was being reported,
a list of 32 deceased per-
sons was provided by
media persons, in which 15
cases were from Bijapur
and remaining from
Narayanpur, he said.

However, preliminary
investigations suggested
that 12 people had died in
two villages in Bijapur
since June last year, while
13 had died in two villages
of Narayanpur due to vari-
ous reasons, including age-
related ailments and natu-
ral causes in the last four
months. Health teams
from the two districts left
for these villages on
September 23 from Bijapur
side after crossing
Indravati river on an State

Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) boat and stayed
there for three days and
conducted medical exami-
nation of villagers, the col-
lector said. On verifica-
tion, it was found that nine
people had died in
Marrameta and three in
Bail between July 2021 and
September this year, but
all of them did not die due
to the same ailment as it
was being claimed, he said.

They died due to various
reasons, including age-re-
lated problems, heart at-
tack, pneumonia and tu-
berculosis, Katara said, re-
futing media reports that
the deaths had taken place
in the last two-three
months.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

Congress observers for
Rajasthan on Tuesday rec-
ommended disciplinary ac-
tion against three party
leaders, including two min-
isters, for the crisis in the
state, but did not seek any
action against Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot.

The three Gehlot loyal-
ists against whom action
has been recommended are
Cabinet Minister Shanti
Dhariwal, Minister and
Congress Chief Whip in
the Assembly Mahesh
Joshi, and MLA
Dharmendra Rathore.

The observers -
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Ajay Maken - submitted
their report to party chief
Sonia Gandhi Tuesday

evening, flagging "gross in-
discipline" on the part of
some leaders who organ-
ised a parallel meet of
MLAs instead of joining a
Congress Legislature
Party meeting.

The two observers had to
return from Jaipur with-
out holding the CLP meet-
ing as a large group of
MLAs considered loyal to
Chief Minister Gehlot re-
fused to join it and put
forth certain conditions for
the selection of Gehlot's
successor. At the meeting,
the MLAs had raised the
issue of Sachin Pilot's re-
bellion in 2020 and passed a
resolution saying the Chief
Minister must be chosen
from among those who sup-
ported the government at
the time.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The Enforcement Directorate
has frozen more than Rs 68
crore worth of deposits after it
raided a company and its relat-
ed entities that ran mobile
games and allegedly duped a
number of people, including
children, by extracting "unau-
thorised" payments from them
and later transferred these to
Singapore.
The federal probe agency said
in a statement that it searched
three premises of Coda
Payments India Pvt Ltd (CPIPL)
as part of a money laundering
investigation and added the
company has collected Rs 2,850
crore till date, out of which Rs
2,265 crore was remitted "out-
side" India after retaining cer-
tain percentage of revenue for
payment of taxes and nominal

profits here.
The ED said the company ran
mobile games such as Garena
Free Fire, Teen Patti Gold, Call
of Duty and its money launder-
ing case against the company
was registered after taking cog-
nisance of multiple police FIRs
filed against the company and
in some cases, the gaming por-
tals too. "It is alleged that Coda
Payments India Pvt. Ltd. which
facilitates and collects pay-
ments from end users (mostly
unsuspecting children) for
games in the name of monetis-
ing and generating revenue for
web/game publishers, was
resorting to unauthorised
deductions from the end-users
of these games in the name of
selling digital tokens which
were used by the them (end
users) to enhance their playing
experience," the ED said.

Round 2 of anti-PFI raids
̈ 170 held across 

7 states

Aneesh, an accused detained during a raid by Special Cell of the
Delhi Police for his alleged association with Popular Front of India
(PFI), being taken to a police station, in New Delhi, Tuesday. 

Tree cutting for coal mine starts
̈ In biodiversity-rich

Hasdeo amid
protest

̈ 10 people detained
Heavy police force was
deployed to facilitate the tree
cutting exercise near
Pendramar-Ghatbarra villages
in Udaipur development block
of Surguja district and at least
10 people were detained for
allegedly instigating locals to
oppose the action. The forest
department started cutting
trees in Pendramar-Ghatbarra
forest in the morning for the
second phase of the Parsa
East Kente Basan (PEKB) coal
mine, Surguja Collector
Kundan Kumar said. Asked
about the state government's
assurance that no new mines
will be opened in Hasdeo
area, the collector said PEKB
is an old mine and necessary
clearances have already been
granted to it.

About the 
development...

FATAL MISHAP

AIIMS staffer killed, 14 injured in road accident

The Mumbai Police on
Tuesday arrested a prominent
member of the Popular Front
of India's (PFI) political wing
SDPI from suburban Chembur,
an official said. Sayyed
Chowdhary (52) was picked
up based on the information
that he was allegedly involved
in anti-national activities.
The official said the police
may conduct more raids in the
city after Chowdhary's arrest.
"More arrests are likely in
Mumbai," he added.
As per the preliminary investi-
gation, Chowdhary was the
president of the Social
Democratic Party of India
(SDPI), the political wing of
PFI, and is currently working
as its general secretary, the
official said.

Mumbai cops arrest
GS of PFI

SETBACK FOR TEAM THACKERAY

SC allows EC to take up Shinde’s claim on Shiv Sena

Shiv Sena president Uddhav Thackeray on Tuesday expressed confi-
dence that his faction will emerge victorious in the legal tussle with
the rebel group led by Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde. A
Constitution bench of the Supreme Court is hearing an application
of the Uddhav Thackeray-led faction seeking to restrain the Election
Commission from deciding on the claim of the Shinde-led group
over the "real" Shiv Sena. "I have full faith in the judiciary and we
will win," former state CM Thackeray told the Sena workers from
Osmanabad, which was renamed as Dharashiv in one of the final
decisions of his government before it collapsed in June this year.

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar on Tuesday said the
Election Commission of India will apply the transparent process of
the "rule of majority" after the Supreme Court allowed the EC to go
ahead with the hearing of Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde group's plea for recognition as the "real" Shiv Sena and allo-
cation of the party's bow-and-arrow poll symbol to it.

‘Have full faith in judiciary’

‘Will apply 'rule of majority’ principle’

Dada Saheb Phalke
award to Asha Parekh

SAND ART WITH A DIFFERENCE

Students of Sudarsan Sand Art Institute create a sand art on World Tourism Day, at
Puri beach,Tuesday.

DRDO conducts 
successful test flight
̈ Of VSHORADS missile

DEATH DUE TO UNKNOWN ILLNESS

Health officials conduct
camps in remote villages

ONLINE GAMINGRAJASTHAN CRISIS

ED raids company, freezes 
Rs 68 crore worth of deposits

Cong observers moot action
against 3 Gehlot loyalists
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Bhilai, Sep 27: 

In a major crackdown
on Mahadev Book online
betting racket, police have
arrested six ruffians with
betting records worth
crores. Over a dozen mo-
bile phones, laptops, com-
puters, etc were also re-
covered from them. The
accused were using a
shanty as a hideout for op-
erating the online betting
racket.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Tuesday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they have
been conducting an inten-
sive operation against the
illegal online betting for
the last few days. A num-
ber of ruffians involved in
this illegal activity have
been arrested. On the
basis of information re-

ceived from them and
analysis of data, Police
are further tracing other
people involved in online
betting. In this sequel, an-
other six bookies have
been arrested. Police have
discovered over a 100 mo-
bile numbers related to
Mahadev Book. The on-
line betting is being con-
ducted at the internation-
al level and other mem-
bers of the gang are sup-
posedly operating from
Dubai (UAE) as well as
Orissa, Madhya Pradesh,
Nagpur, Uttar Pradesh
and other states of the
country. Police are
analysing the mobile
numbers in detail and are
expecting some signifi-
cant revelations very
soon. It needs to be men-
tioned here that after re-
ceiving information re-
garding operations of

Mahadev Book, Reddy
Anna and other online
betting apps in Durg dis-
trict, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava had directed ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and
DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui to tighten noose
around the people in-
volved in such illegal ac-
tivities. Teams of ACCU
and various police sta-
tions are maintaining

vigil on the suspects and
the network of informers
has been activated. In the
meanwhile, the joint team
of Anti Crime Cyber Unit
and Supela Police Station
received a tip off regard-
ing one Anubhav Jain of
Sector 10. The suspects
with his five other accom-
plices had gathered in a
hutment located in a nurs-
ery near the Kosanala Toll

Plaza to operate the online
betting. Police team swung
into action and the sus-
pects were taken into cus-
tody. During sustained in-
terrogation, Anubhav Jain
and his accomplices con-
fessed involvement in the
online betting through
Mahadev Book. They were
providing IDs of Mahadev
Book website to the people
interested in betting. They
were using bank accounts
of various banks for the
transfer of money. Illegal
transactions of crores of
rupees were done by them.
12 nos Mobiles, 04 nos
Laptops, 01 nos Monitor, 01
CPU, 03 nos Keyboards, 04
nos Mouse, 01 Broadband,
04 nos Laptop Charger, 06
nos ATM Cards, 08 nos
Cheque Book, 03 nos
Passbooks, etc were recov-
ered and seized from them.
These items were used by

the accused to operate the
online betting activities.
The accused are identified
as Anubhav Jain (35) son
of Gyanchand Jain a resi-
dent of Zonal Market,
Near Indian Coffee House,
Sector 10; Harsh Kapoor
(27) son of Rajkishore
Kapoor a resident of Qr
No 27-C, Street 37, Sector
07; Nutan Devangan (29)
son of Kamal Devangan a
resident of Sangram
Chowk Sikolabhata Durg;
P r a d h u m a n
Vishwakarma (24) son of
Amarnath a resident of
Phulpur, District Varanasi
(UP); Pankaj
Vishwakarma (21) son of
Chhotelal a resident of
Baragaon, District
Varanasi (UP) and
Shyamdev Vishwakarma
(29) son of Bachelal a resi-
dent of Jalalpur, District
Jaunpur (UP).

Bookies operate online betting worth crores from shanty; six held 

Durg, Sep 27: A 30-year-
old woman allegedly
hacked her husband to
death with an axe in
Chhattisgarh’s Durg dis-
trict as she was upset about
his frequent taunts about
her dark complexion, po-
lice said on Tuesday. The
police on Monday arrested
Sangeeta Sonwani for al-
legedly killing her hus-
band Anant Sonwani (40)
in Amleshwar village on
Sunday night, said
Devansh Rathore, sub-divi-
sional officer of police
(Patan area). As per pre-
liminary investigation, the
victim used to call his wife
ugly and frequently taunt
her about her dark skin.
The couple had quarrelled
on the issue several times
in the past, he said. The
couple entered into an ar-

gument on Sunday night
and in a fit of rage,
Sangeeta allegedly at-
tacked her husband with
the axe kept in the house
and killed him on the spot,
the official said. The
woman also allegedly
chopped off the victim’s
genitals, he said. The ac-
cused tried to mislead the
villagers the next morning
by saying that someone
had killed her husband,
but later admitted to have
committed the offence dur-
ing police interrogation,
the official said. The victim
had married the accused
after the death of his first
wife, he said. The woman
has been booked under sec-
tion 302 (murder) and other
relevant provisions of the
IPC and further probe is
underway, Rathore said.

Woman axes husband to
death over frequent taunts

about her dark skin

Bhilai, Sep 27: 

In a grand felicitation
ceremony organised by
the World Book of Star
Records and Indian
Institute of Alternative
Medicine in Kolkata, Dr
Sonali Chakraborty from
the city was honoured in
the field of social concern
along with 101 people from
different regions of India.

In the packed auditori-
um of a hotel at Elgin
Road, Kolkata Yajna
Samrat Dr Raja Shastri
was the chief guest in this
ceremony. Dr Sonali
Chakraborty, founder and
director of
Swayamsiddha, a leading
organization of married
women in Chhattisgarh,
was honoured by Padma
Shri Niranjan Goswami
(Meme Artist NSD) and
eminent cine actress

Dagarmani Tudu.
Prominent among those

present were Chandra
Kumar Bose (social work-
er, politician and great-
grandson of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose),
Dilip Maharaj (Bharat
Sevashram Sangh),
Brahmakumari Kanan
Behen (Incharge Eastern
Zone Head Quarter
Kolkata), Praveer Roy
(Bengali film director),

Hiran Chatterjee (MLA &
Film Actor West Bengal),
Eminent Singer & Brand
Ambassador of World
Book of Star Records
S h a n t a s h r e e
Bhattacharya, Dr
C h a n d r a m o h a n
Shrivastava (President
Lions Club of Indore
Mahanagar Trust), Dr
Anupam Nayak, Dr K
Rajan Kaval and
Dipanvita Jana. The event

also included a seminar on
the topic “Contribution of
Bengal Culture in the
History of Indian
Independence”, in which
Sonali Chakraborty told
about her maternal grand-
father Ajit Ranjan Biswas
who had worked under the
guidance of Master Surya
Sen in the early stages of
the freedom struggle. She
said that wherever the peo-
ple of Bengal live, they are
committed to their culture
and will continue to strive
for the security, freedom
and culture of the country.

Dr Sonali Chakraborty
gave full credit of this hon-
our to her husband
Sandeep Chakraborty who
is working as General
Manager in Material
Management Department
of Bhilai Steel Plant and
all the members of
Swayamsiddha.

Dr Sonali Chakraborty conferred with ‘Bang Gaurav Samman’

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2277:: On the occasion
of Pitrumoksha Amavasya,
Rupali Mahtari Gudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha organ-
ised a lunch party for the elder-
ly inmates of Old Age Home –
Feel Parmartham in Sector 3.
Several traditional delicacies
were served to the elderly peo-
ple. Later the members of the
organisation distributed fruits
and clothes among the elderly
people. Puran Manchanda and
Pratibha Manchanda based in
Toronto, Canada had arranged

the lunch, clothes were distrib-
uted by Sukhwinder Singh
while adult diapers and fruits
were distributed by
Sharmistha Banerjee of Pune.
Organisation President Shanta
Sharma, Treasurer Malti Yadav,
Sangeeta Das and Bindu
Thakur were present. Shanta
Sharma said that those who
want to donate old clothes on
the occasion of Deepawali, can
provide the same to the organ-
ization at its office in Shani
Mandir, Sector 6.

Lunch arranged at old age home
on Pitrumoksha Amavasya

Bhilai, Sep 27: 

Aarogyam Super
Speciality Hospital and
Research Centre is organ-
ising a free medical camp
on the occasion of World
Prostate Month. This
camp will be held on
September 29 at
Aarogyam Hospital locat-
ed in front of Toyota
Showroom, Near D-Mart,
NH53 Durg Bypass Road,
Kadambari Nagar, Durg.
Timings of this camp will
be 10:00 hrs to 14:00 hrs.
The hospital is offering a
50% discount on

Pathological tests, sonog-
raphy and X-rays.
Patients can avail dialy-
sis facility through
Aayushman Card.

Dr Naveen Ram
Daruka and Dr RK Sahu
informed that Aarogyam
Super Speciality Hospital
provides the highest
quality and affordable
treatments to the pa-
tients. This institute is
first of its kind in the
twin city which provides
specialised urology and
nephrology care. The
hospital has specialisa-
tion in minimal invasive
procedure for Stone and
Prostate (BPH). A num-
ber of endourological
procedures for stones
with a success rate of
more than 95% have been
conducted here.

Free urology and nephrology
camp at Aarogyam on Sep 29

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2277::  Police have
arrested four ruffians on
charges of looting Rs 3 lakh
cash from a groceries trader.
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that the victim
Shivkumar Agrawal owns a
groceries wholesale shop in
New Khursipar. He cannot see
but can identify the notes by
touching them. Hence he sits
on the cash counter of the
shop daily and returns home
with cash in his car with a driv-
er. He was looted by three
masked ruffians when he was
getting off the car near home.
The accused fled on a scooter.
Taking the matter into serious
cognizance, the police team
swung into action and collect-
ed footage of CCTVs. The loot-

ers were seen following the
car right from the shop.
Though the looters were not
clearly identifiable in the
footage, Police got the pics
developed and processed after
which the network of inform-
ers was activated. Soon the
investigation team received a

tip off that the persons seen in
the footage were Tutu alias
Rohit a resident of KLC,
Khursipar and Aman Khan of
Punjabi Mohalla, New
Khursipar. As both the sus-
pects were missing from their
residences, the ACCU team
traced their mobile phone

locations and managed to
arrest Rohit, Aman and the
third accused Dadhyaraj of
Smriti Nagar. During interro-
gation, they disclosed that
Aman’s father Ahmad Khan
earlier worked as a driver for
the victim Shivkumar Agrawal.
He was removed from work
due to his negligence and
financial irregularities. It was
Ahmad Khan who chalked out
the plan to loot cash from his
previous employer. Police
recovered Rs 1.58 lakh from
the possession of the accused.
The accused Ahmad Khan (48);
Aman Khan (19), Dadhyaraj
(19) and Rohit Paswan (19)
have been booked under the
provisions mentioned in sec-
tion 394 of IPC.

Four arrested for looting 
Rs 3 lakhs from groceries trader

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2277:: The 13th Chapter
Convention on Quality Concepts was
organised in the main auditorium of
Shri Shankaracharya Technical
Campus, on September 24-25, 2022 by
Bhilai Chapter of Quality Circle Forum
of India. In the closing ceremony and
prize distribution organised, Anirban
Dasgupta, Director Incharge of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant was specially pres-
ent as the Chief Guest. Along with Dr
AK Panda, Executive Director (F&A)
and Mohan Babu, Director and Plant
Head of JSW Special Products,
Raigarh and GP Singh, QCFI Director
and Secretary, Bhilai Chapter were
also present as special guests.

Welcoming the guests at the begin-
ning of the program, GP Singh,
Secretary, Quality Circle Forum of
India, Bhilai Chapter, presented
detailed information on the conven-
tion along with the welcome address.
Mentioning the special features of the
Bhilai chapter, Singh informed about
the progress of the chapter and the
inclusion of new concepts like Safety
Circle, evaluation software and online
slot allotment, online case study eval-
uation etc. The artists of Shree
Shankaracharya Technical Campus
captivated the audience their per-
formance. Congratulating all the win-
ning participants in his succinct
remarks, the Chief Guest of the func-
tion, Anirban Dasgupta said that qual-
ity alone can help us face the compe-
tition. Often people think that it costs
more to make quality products, but
our experience is that making quality
products leads to reduction in cost and
increase in profitability he said. He
specially congratulated the Bhilai
Chapter for including the Safety Circle
in the Quality Concept. He said that
quality cannot be imagined without
security. Quality concept is the key to
success.  Dr AK Panda, who was pres-

ent as a Special Guest, said that qual-
ity should be etched in our thinking.
Innovative products and services are
the first requirement to stay in the
market. Quality products are manu-
factured by good quality employees.
Quality Circle makes employees a bet-
ter performer he said. He congratulat-
ed heartily to all the winners. Mohan
Babu, who present as the Special
Guest, expounded the importance of
quality assurance and quality con-
cepts. A total of 600 participants with
a total of 109 Quality Circle teams
from 20 institutions across the country
participated in the Bhilai Chapter
event of the Quality Circle Forum of
India. Out of these, 98 teams won
Gold, 11 teams won the Silver Award.
Apart from this, prizes were also given
to the participants like essay, slogan,
poem, quiz etc. Satyawan Nayak, PRO
of QCFI conducted the program and

also given vote of thanks. QCFI Bhilai
Chapter awarded “Excellence in
Quality Concepts Education Award”
this year to Shree Shankaracharya
Technical Campus, Bhilai. This award
has been given for the great initiative
of Jaya Mishra, President of Shree
Gangajali Education Trust, the
Managing Committee of the college,
under which various quality concepts
were started to be included in the aca-
demic curriculum.  In the same
sequence, SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant was
awarded first prize and Jaiswal NECO
Limited second prize for highest team
participation. These important awards
were followed by Gold and Silver
awards to the QC teams and Safety
Circle teams participating in the con-
vention. In the competition of the sec-
ond day, Navodaya, the all-women QC
team of SMS 3 Department of SAIL
Bhilai Steel Plant won the Gold Award

as well as the Best of the Convention
award. All the winners were given
award trophy and certificate. On the
first day, the convention was inaugu-
rated by MM Gadre, Executive
Director (Personnel and
Administration), Bhilai Steel Plant by
lighting the lamp. NK Banchhor,SEFI
Chairman & Officers Association
President, IP Mishra, Director, Shri
Shankaracharya Group of Institutes
and RK Tandekar, Head, MSME
Technology Center, Durg, Amit
Shrivastava, CEO, Metex Engineering,
GP Singh, Director of QCFI &
Secretary of the Bhilai Chapter were
present. The prize distribution on the
first day of the convention took place
under the presence of Executive
Director (Works), SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant Anjani Kumar, as Chief Guest.
Vivek Agrawal, COO, Godavari Ispat
and Power Limited, Ketan Nirmal,
Plant Head, Kalpataru Power and
Captain Shirish Shukla, Senior General
Manager (HR), JK Lakshmi Cement,
were also present as Special Guests on
the occasion. The winning teams were
felicitated by the guests. The first day
program was conducted by Satyawan
Nayak and Sunil Trivedi and the vote of
Thanks was given by Dr Manish Raj of
JSPL. Quality circle teams of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant, Jaiswal Neco Ltd,
CEAT Ltd-Nagpur, SKF India Ltd, Adani
Water Ltd, Siemens India Ltd, Nalco
Alumina Refinery, Godavari Power and
Ispat Ltd, MB Power Ltd Anuppur, MSP
Steel and Power Ltd, ZFCVS India Ltd,
Bauxite Mines NALCO, Sarda Energy &
Minerals, Balco-Korba, Jindal Steel &
Power- Raigarh, Jindal Power- Tamnar,
NTPC-Sipat, JK Lakshmi Cement and
NSPCL Bhilai participated in this con-
vention. A large number of Senior offi-
cers of the plant and other institutions
and members of QCFI were present on
the occasion.

QCFI organises Chapter Convention-2022 
on Quality Concepts in Bhilai 
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HNLU to organize  Eastern Region Law Review Consultation 
Raipur, Sep 27:
Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU),
Nava Raipur in collabora-
tion with the National
Commission for Women,
is organizing an ‘Eastern
Region Law Review
Consultation on ‘The
Family Courts Act, 1984’
on September 30, 2022.

Hidayatullah National
Law University has always

been at the fore-front in or-
ganizing various confer-
ences and programmes of
national and international
repute. This Eastern
Region Law Review
Consultation is being or-
ganised to analyze and re-
view the existing legal
framework of Family
Courts Act, 1984 with a
view to find out the loop-
holes in the Act and the

difficulties in its imple-
mentation. The aim is to
articulate recommenda-
tions for workable amend-
ments in the Act in order
to streamline the proce-
dure of Family Courts.
This Consultation would
deliberate upon the utility,
working, efficiency, and ef-
fectiveness of the Act in
the background of chang-
ing dynamics of the socie-

ty and its norms. Prof.
(Dr.) V. C. Vivekanandan,
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor,
remarked, “ HNLU as a
part of the programmes of
its research clusters is
proud to host this delibera-
tion on Family Courts Act
1984 to be attended by emi-
nent Law Professors and
Policy Makers. The pro-
gramme will be the begin-
ning of series of impact

review conferences.” The
Consultation Programme
is coordinated by Dr.
Parvesh Kumar Rajput.
The Consultation
Programmes would be at-
tended by esteemed
Judges, Deputy Advocate
General, Principal
Secretary Law,
Academicians and
Advocates from the
Eastern Region.

BJP Mahila Morcha to launch 
agitation over liquor prohibition

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 27:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Mahila Morcha
members would launch
massive rally “Mahatari
Huankar” on November 3
at Bilaspur to create pres-
sure on the ruling
Congress government
over complete liquor pro-
hibition in Chhattisgarh
as promised in the elec-
tion manifesto.

Addressing a press con-

ference at party office
here, the Rajya Sabha
member Saroj Pandey
said that instead of deliv-
ering the promises to the
people, the Congress gov-
ernment is only limited to
serve a single family. She
said that no concrete steps
have been taken for liquor
prohibition. She further
added that Congress had
also announced to provide
widow pension of Rs 1
thousand but even after
four years of rule, the gov-
ernment is providing just
Rs 350 as widow pension.
BJP leader further stated
that government is yet to
waive loan of Women Self
Help Group which it had
promised whereas undue

pressure is being created
on Women SHGs to recov-
er the loan taken by them.
She said that the Women
Power would launch agita-
tion against the state gov-
ernment on key issues on
November 3 at Bilaspur
during which more than
one lakh Mahila Morcha
members would be partic-
ipating. She further added
that a scooter rally 
would be taken out on
October 28.

Former Minister Lata
Usendi, Mahila Morcha
Presient Shalini Rajput,
Usha Taori and Mahila
Morcha Media in-charge
Kiran Baghel were also
present during the press
conference.

Govt is constantly making efforts to put
Ch’garh on the World Tourism Map: CM 

Raipur, Sep 27:
“Chhattisgarh was once
known for Naxalism, min-
erals, and underdevelop-
ment. Tourism here re-
mained neglected for a
long time and even after
the formation of a new
state, the entire focus was
only on the Naxal menace.
However, Chhattisgarh
which is blessed with
splendid natural beauty
has immense tourism po-
tential and is one of the
best destinations for travel
aficionados. The state gov-
ernment is constantly
making its best efforts to
make Chhattisgarh a first
choice of travel enthusi-
asts”, said Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel.
He was addressing the

Tourism Conclave 2022 or-
ganized in Raipur on the
occasion of World
Tourism Day today.
Making a major an-
nouncement in the direc-
tion of promoting tourism
in the state, Baghel an-
nounced to give tourism-
related training to the
members of ‘Rajiv Gandhi
Yuva Mitan Club’.
“Engaging youth in the
tourism sector will help to
boost tourism in the
state”, he said.

Speaking about the
uniqueness of the state’s
rich culture and history,
Baghel said “Chhattisgarh
is such a state without
which even the great
Indian epic Ramayana will
remain incomplete. Lord
Shri Ram spent most of
his exile period in
Chhattisgarh and this is

where his mother
Kaushalya used to reside.
Chhattisgarh is the only
state in the whole world
where there is a provision
to punish even the deities.
This is why it is the need of
the hour to tell the whole
about the glorious culture,
history, and tradition of
the state.” He added that
Chhattisgarh has im-
mense tourism potential.
The state government
made untiring efforts even
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic period to tap into
the tourism potential of
the state. This includes the
development of accessible
tourist destinations and
improving guest facilities
keeping in view the con-
venience of tourists. He
stressed the need to put
Chhattisgarh on the World
Tourism Map stating that
the state has all resources
which just need to be uti-

lized appropriately.
Tourism Minister

Tamradhwaj Sahu said in
his address the state gov-
ernment is constantly
working towards promot-
ing tourism in the state.
Even during the difficult
times of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the tribal tourism
circuit was developed and
the work of the Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit
was started. Accepting the
suggestion of
Parliamentary Secretary
Chintamani Singh, Sahu
announced to give special
emphasis on developing
Gaurlata—the highest
peak of the state—as a
popular tourist spot.

Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board President Atal
Srivastava said that we
need to focus on youth
tourism as well. Efforts
are being made by the
tourism board to promote
agro-tourism in
Chhattisgarh so that peo-
ple can connect with vil-
lages and farmers.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Chintamani
Singh, State Text Book
Corporation Chairman
Shailesh Nitin Trivedi,

CMDC Chairman Girish
Dewangan, Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board Vice-
Chairman Chitralekha

Sahu, Tourism Secretary
Anbalagan P, and Tourism
Department MD Anil
Sahu were also present on
the occasion.

Sachin prays at Sowbhagyam

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2277::  Bharatratna
Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar,
known worldwide as Master
Blaster, paid obeisance to his
Guru Bhagwan Sri Sathya Sai
Sowbhagyam during his first
visit to Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Sowbhagyam and Hospital.

The simple function in
Dr.C.Rajeshwari auditorium

began with lighting the tradition-
al lamp by Sachin Tendulkar and
Dr. C. Sreenivas, Chairman, Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Health &
Education Trust. Dr. Ragini
Pandey, Senior Paediatric
Cardiac Surgeon, described him
as heartthrob of Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani. Group photographs
were taken with him by the staff
members in groups.

He presented Gifts of Life to 5
children from Mizoram, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. Father of
Vaishnavi and mother of Derek
became emotional while sharing
their experiences. He played
cricket with the patients. He
mingled with them and encour-
aged them by batting and bowl-

ing. His childlike simplicity was
the centre of attraction. Sachin
said that he could not visit
Raipur Centre last year due to
Covid protocols. He further said
that coming to Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani is a totally different
kind of experience which is very
hard to express. In Sanjeevani,
patients are getting new lease of
life every day. These actions
speak louder than words. On the
whole, it was a joyous afternoon
for the patients, patient atten-
dants from all over the country
and Sathya Sai Sanjeevani fami-
ly members.

Dr. Ragini Pandey anchored
the programme. Dr.Pratik
Pandey made the cricket match
lively by his commentary.

CM stresses the
need to showcase
the glorious culture,
tradition, and histo-
ry of Ch’garh to the
world

CM attends Tourism
Conclave 2022
organized on the
occasion of World
Tourism Day

MoU inked between
CTB and IRCTC to
promote tourism

Raipur: A MoU was signed
between Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board and Indian
Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) in the presence of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in the Tourism
Conclave organized in
Raipur today on the occa-
sion of World Tourism Day.
The MoU has been signed
to boost the tourism sector
in Chhattisgarh. Under the
MoU, IRCTC will promote
the tourist places of
Chhattisgarh through its
social media platform,
which will attract tourists
from all over the country to
visit Chhattisgarh.

More than one lakh
Morcha members to
demo on November
3: Pandey

RLG’s clean to Green aims to sensitize,
educate and upskill the community 

Raipur, Sep 27: RLG
Systems India, a subsidiary
of Munich-headquartered
Reverse Logistics
Group(RLG) – a leading
global service provider of
comprehensive reverse lo-
gistics solutions,has an-
nounced the company’s
awareness and collection
strategy for FY22-23 by in-
troducing Awareness and
Collection Drive pro-
gramme under its flagship
campaign, Clean to
GreenTM (C2G). Under the
aegis of Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology
and Digital India, our main
objective is to reach out to a
diverse audience including
educational institutions,
corporations, bulk con-
sumers, retailers, Resident
Welfare Associations
(RWAs), dealers, and infor-
mal sector, spreading the
word about the Dos, Don’ts
and hazards associated with
E-Waste. This campaign
shall be spreading aware-
ness to the end users with
an objective of ‘SafeEwaste
Collection and Disposal’.

The details of the venues
and stakeholders that would

be touched in Raipur under
the Clean to Green TM
Campaign includes 

Pragya Vidya Mandir
Raipur, Govt. Higher
Secondary School, Thakur
pyarelal middle school,
Chhattisgarh Educational
Institute Pandit Girja
Shankar School, Thakur
Aniruddh Singh Memorial
School, Holy Mother
Higher Senior Sec. School,
Government Primary
School Panchjanya Vidya
Mandir, Nagar mata binni
bai sonkar School, Govt
Primary School,
Changorabhata and Sindhi
English Higher Sec.
Vidyalaya Electronic waste
(e-waste) typically includes
discarded servers, comput-

er monitors, motherboards,
printers, mobile phones and
chargers, compact discs,
headphones, television sets,
washing machines, air con-
ditioners, refrigerators
etcetera. India is currently
the third largest producer of
e-waste  in the world. To dis-
pose of E Waste safely with
C2G, you can reach out to us
on 1800 203 1460.

Talking about the compa-
ny’s latest awareness and
collection strategy for FY22-
23, Ms. Radhika Kalia, MD,
RLG Systems India, men-
tioned, “As a company, we
have been continuously
working towards our goals
of establishing a formal e-
waste management infra-
structure in the country.”

SSIMS Bhilai is first medical college in CG state to
achieve educational grant from Kread Foundation

Raipur, Sep 27: With the
joint efforts of Chairman —
I. P. Mishra, President —
Mrs. Jaya Mishra and Dean
Dr. Prakash Wakode,
SSIMSB has become first in-
stitution in entire
Chhattisgarh state to re-
ceive a grant from Kread
Foundation for implement-
ing  technology based OT
collaboration and AV inte-
gration system in the cam-
pus. This facility is now op-
erational and is also a com-
pliance mentioned by NMC
in notification published on
02.12.2008 in the Gazette of
India by Medical Council of
India. It will also help in
NAAC grading as men-
tioned in the guidelines.

“We hope that this facility
will be of great help to our
medical students in learn-
ing practical procedures
and enhancing their knowl-

edge.” said Dr. Prakash T.
Wakode, Dean, Shri
Shankaracharya Institute of
Medical Sciences, Bhilai

SSIMSB becomes first
medical college in
Chhatisgarh state to achieve
this technology driven edu-
cational Grant from Kread
Foundation a not for profit
charitable trust for creating
E-Class using OT WEBLive
Technology. As the system
has a High definition live
transmission capability,
thousands of doctors not
only on campus but in the
vicinity and worldwide will
be benefited from the live
surgical education trans-
mission capability now with
the campus. This facility
brings medical education to
the next level where doctors
can learn surgeries and
medical procedures in high
definition and also clarify

their queries with surgeons
while they perform surger-
ies. It is expected that more
than 750 doctors within
campus would be trained
from this implementation.

It offers fantastic coopera-
tion between humans and
technology, which could ele-
vate the level of precision
and efficiency of surgeries
so high we have never seen
before. “There are multiple
O.T.s in multiple medical
colleges, there are multiple
surgeries happening in
every O.T. Imagine the
amount of data which is
going waste. SSIMS Bhilai
started in the year 2014
under Shri Gangajali
Education Society, teaching
hospital of Medical College
(NMC Recognized) lead by
Chairman — I. P. Mishra,
President — Mrs. Jaya
Mishra.

Vijay Mishra releases
special anniv issue 

Raipur, Sep 27: Monthly
magazine Khabrilal News
& Analysis observed it’s
2nd Foundation Day on
25th september at a hotel
in Raipur and entered its
3rd year. Former
Additional General
Manager of Chhattisgarh
Power Company Vijay
Mishra chaired as a chief
guest and released the
special anniversary issue
after lighting up the lamp.
On this special day mim-
icry artist Vikas Sharma
made the audience

laughed by his mimicry
on late prime minister
Atal Behari Vajpaye.
Chhattisgarhi film pro-
ducer/Director Jasbir
Komal , Vijayanand
Sharma, Manab Ganguly,
Raisa Chatterjee, Kasturi
Chatterjee, Rajkumar
Mishra, Ashish Mishra,
Rahul Agrawal, IC
Shukla and many were
present on this special oc-
casion.

KPS team emerge
national 2nd runners up 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 27: HDFC
ERGO General
Insurance Company,
India’s leading private
sector general insur-
ance company, is con-
ducting the 7th edition
of HDFC ERGO
Insurance Awareness
Award Junior – Quiz
2022. This initiative is an
awareness platform
aimed at driving insur-
ance literacy amongst
students to educate
them on the importance
of financial security at
an early age. This plat-
form educates the future
generation of our na-
tion about insurance
and thus contributes to-
wards building a secure
nation

2600 students from
Classes VIII and IX from
1,500+ schools covering

110+ cities pan India
have participated in this
nationwide quiz. In this
national level quiz, KPS
Kamal Vihar students
team of Shrish and
Aditya  made the school
proud by clinching 2nd
runners up position in a
tightly contested and
nail biting grand finale
at Mumbai on 26th
September .They an-
swered questions from
Indian and global insur-
ance history, concepts
and current trends . The
students and the school
were rewarded with

cash prize of Rs.25000
each, along with tro-
phies and certificates.

The students were
constantly being guided
and supported by men-
tors in the school to
hone their skills and up-
date their knowledge.
Krishna Public School,
Raipur Region
Executive Director Mr.
Ashutosh Tripathi and
school principal Ms.
Priyanka Tripathi laud-
ed the excellent per-
formance of the stu-
dents, wishing them
good luck for future.

‘Take eight hour deep sleep for stress-free mind’

Raipur, Sep 27: Three
Days 22nd Annual
Conference of
Cerebrovascular Society of
India ‘Neurovascon-2022’
concluded in All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences on Sunday. A
galaxy of eminent neuro-
surgeons gathered at the
conference gave an impor-

tant message to society-for
a healthy mind, take peace-
ful and deep sleep of at
least 6 to 8 hours daily de-
spite your busy schedule. It
will keep you beyond any
neuro disorder. The confer-
ence also discussed emerg-
ing challenges and techno-
logical innovation during
scientific sessions span-
ning over three days.

In his presidential ora-
tion, Dr. Daljit Singh ex-
plained ‘Brain Beyond
Artery and Vein’ and sug-
gested that everyone
should relax and take deep
sleep regularly. ‘To keep
our mind healthy we
should sleep well without
failure. Deep sleep washes
out much stress in the
mind and thus keeps every-
one healthy and active, he
added. Dr. Singh gave

newer insights into Brain
Oedema and explained
new drugs and treatment
protocols to consultants.
He emphasized the use of
new technology and said
that with new technologi-
cal innovation we are able
to explain many things
through modern scans.

Pioneer neurosurgeon
Dr. Anil Karapurkar,
Senior Consultant, Breach
Candy Hospital, Mumbai
in his Dr. V.K. Kak Oration
explained the journey of
neurovascular interven-
tions in India. Dr.
Karapurkar said that de-
spite modern devices and
CATH Labs there are chal-
lenges before neurosur-
geons including fusiform
aneurysms of the basilar
artery, relentless progres-
sive spasm, some giant in-

tracranial aneurysms, and
giant brain AVM-deep pre-
senting with progressive
contralateral hemiparesis
and asymptomatic inciden-
tal large AVM. Dr.
Karapurkar passed the suc-
cess mantra to new sur-
geons ‘be confident but not
proud, do your duty with-
out expecting any return,
hope for the best, prepare
for the worst, and love one,
love all.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director dis-
cussed state-of-the-art
healthcare facilities avail-
able with the neurosurgery
department in the
Institute. ‘The conference
has enlightened new sur-

geons on many scientific
topics. It will pave the way
for a new beginning in neu-
rosurgery, he said.

Organizing Secretary Dr.
Anil Kmar Sharma in-
formed that three days con-
ference witnessed around
250 delegates around the
country. Experts from the
United States, United
Kingdom, Singapore, and
Canada also participated
through online and offline
modes in the conference. A
pre-conference workshop
extended training on basic
knots on globe model, diag-
nostic angiogram, neu-
rovascular intervention,
and devices used in the
treatment.

State Level training conference 
of ASUSE held by NSO

Raipur, Sep 27: The
National Statistical Office
(NSO), established by the
Government of India in
1950, conducts surveys on
various socio-economic
subjects through scientific
sampling methods. The
qualified and trained offi-
cers of the National
Statistical Office collect
the information for these
surveys through specially
designed schedules and
computer softwares.

In this sequence,
Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (ASUSE) will
be conducted from
October 1, 2022 to
September 30, 2023. For the
first time, Annual Survey
of Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises  was conduct-
ed from October 2019 to
March 2020 across the
country and second annu-
al survey was conducted
from July 21 to March 22.

National Statistical
Office, Regional Office,
Raipur is organizing a
state level training confer-
ence to train officers/em-
ployees for the second
round of annual survey of
unincorporated sector en-
terprises from Sep 27-29 at
Hotel Kingsway,
Telibandha, Raipur in
which the officers and
staff of all the National

Statistical Offices located
in Durg, Bilaspur,
Ambikapur and Raipur in
Chhattisgarh State will be
imparted training.

The training conference
was inaugurated by
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General,
National Statistics Office,
Regional Office, Raipur by
lamp lighting ceremony in
a private hostel here on
Tuesday. S.K. Tiwari,
Deputy Director, Press
Information Bureau (PIB),
Raipur was also present
on the occasion as special
guest.

Addressing the trainees
present on the occasion,
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director general said that
the unincorporated sector

enterprises contribute
very significantly to the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) of the country. The
number of enterprises in
the non-incorporated sec-
tor is huge and this sector
also contributes a lot in
employment generation.
For reliable and consistent
data in this sector, a coun-
trywide annual survey of
unincorporated sector en-
terprises is being conduct-
ed by the Government of
India in which the unin-
corporated enterprises in
manufacturing, trade and
service sector will be sur-
veyed through samples se-
lected on the basis of sci-
entific method. In the pres-
ent survey, a total of 16497
samples will be surveyed

throughout the country
and 394 samples will be
surveyed in Chhattisgarh
State. The data from this
survey will be used by var-
ious ministries, state gov-
ernments and institutions
including the National
Accounts Division.

S.K. Tiwari, Deputy
Director, Press
Information Bureau,
Raipur said that the
National Statistical Office
is an important link in the
economy of the country
and the officials of the
National Statistical Office
who conduct surveys in re-
mote areas have a major
role to play in this survey
since on the basis of the
actual data collected by
them, contribution of un-
incorporated sector enter-
prises in the development
of the country can be fur-
ther strengthened by
Government of India and
State Governments by ap-
propriate policy-planning
for this sector.

At the end of the inau-
guration ceremony,
George Minj, Assistant
Director, National
Statistical Office, Raipur
conveyed vote of thanks to
all the guests and partici-
pants present in the pro-
gramme, informs RL
Sahu, Dy. DG NSO Raipur
in a press release.

Ch’garh registers maximum
number of govt hospitals 

Raipur, Sep 27:
Chhattisgarh has regis-
tered the highest number
of government hospitals
in the country under
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission. Chhattisgarh is
also at the forefront in the

treatment of women under
Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (ABPM-
JAY). 58 percent of the
total beneficiaries treated
under the scheme are
women. Chhattisgarh is
the top state in the country
to give benefit of this
scheme to such a large
number of women. Union
Health Minister Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya re-
warded the state for these
achievements in the pro-
gram ‘Arogya Manthan’ or-
ganized in New Delhi on
Monday. Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel and
Health Minister  T.S.
Singhdeo congratulated
the entire team of the
Health Department on this
achievements.

On the completion of
four years of Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
and one year of Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission,
the two-day ‘Arogya
Manthan’ program organ-
ised in New Delhi on
September 25th and
September 26th, states
which have done excellent
work under Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana

were rewarded. On behalf
of Chhattisgarh, Secretary
of Health and Family
Welfare Department
Prasanna R., Chief
Executive Officer-cum-
Director Health Services of
State Nodal Agency, Bhim
Singh  and Dr. Shrikant
Rajimwale, Deputy
Director, State Nodal
Agency received the
award. 58 percent of the
total beneficiaries treated
through Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana in the
state are women. This
achievement of
Chhattisgarh was appreci-
ated at the national level.
Chhattisgarh is at the fore-
front of giving treatment to
such a large number of
women through the scheme.
For this, the state has been
awarded Ayushman
Excellence Award by the
National Health Authority.
Along with this,
Chhattisgarh has registered
more than nine thousand
government hospitals
under Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission. For this
also the state has been
awarded the Ayushman
Excellence Award for
achieving the highest posi-
tion at the national level.
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Under Ayushman
Bharat Digital
Mission

Ch’garh also tops in
the country in treat-
ment of women
under ABPMJAY

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, and Dr. Daljit Singh,
President, CSI with other dignitaries releasing souvenir
during Neurovascon-2022.

Dr. Anil Kumar Sharma,
Organizing Secretary 
addressing Neurovascon-
2022.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, Dr. Daljit Singh,
President, CSI, and other guests inaugurating
Neurovascon-2022.

Eminent neurosur-
geons give mantra for
healthy life, vibrant
mind

22nd Annual
Conference of
Cerebrovascular
Society of India
‘Neurovascon-2022’
Concludes in AIIMS-R

At the  HDFC Ergo
Insurance Jr. Quiz
Grand Finale

 Of Khabrilal News &
Analysis

Raipur, Sep 27:
Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey
prayed for the happi-
ness and prosperity of
the country and the
state by offering
prayers to Goddess
Durga  at Raj Bhavan on
the first day of Shardiya
Navratri on Monday. The
Governor also extended

the best wishes of
Shardiya Navratri to the
people of the state on this
occasion.

Governor offers prayers at Raj Bhavan 
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Bilaspur, Sep 27: An ex-
citing football match be-
tween the students of St.
Xavier’s High School,
Bharni and Railway
School 2 took place in the
Science College ground,
Sarkanda. In this match
St. Xavier’s Bharni defeat-
ed their opponent by 1-0.
With this win St. Xavier’s
Bharni consistently se-
cured the top position in
the State Level Inter
School Boy’s Football
Tournament. Having
thrashed Railway 1 School
by 4-2 goals Bharni
emerged as the winner of
the semi-final match. In

the group league stage
Bharni had defeated
Aadharshila Public
School, Bal Bharti NTPC
and Mungeli Alfa School.
The exhilarating match
was attended by Arun Sao,
Member of Parliament,
Bilaspur, Renuka Singh,
Minister of state for
Tribal Affairs of India and
Shailesh Pandey, Member
of Legislative Assembly
Bilaspur as the guest of
honour for the event.
Distinguished guests’,
elite guardians and all the
students of both the
schools were cordially in-
vited to witness the event.

The match was full of ex-
citement and curiosities.
Both the team tried their
best to win. The two teams
were equally strong and
showed their excellent
skill and performance.
Nishant Xalxo was de-
clared Man of the Match
as he kicked the winning
goal and Bhaibhav Lakhra
was announced Player of
the Tournament. At the
end of the event the Chief
Guest delivered a speech
signifying the importance
of such types of tourna-
ments in the school.
Renuka Singh encouraged
the students for their laud-
able performances and fe-
licitated the trophies..
J.S.Hundal, the Principal
of St. Xavier’s High
School, Bharni, Mukesh
Sharaf, CEO of St.
Xavier’s Chain of Schools
congratulated the team
along with Santosh Ghosh,
the coach on their brilliant
performances.

SXHS Bharni clinches
winner trophy
Of state level inter school Boy’s Football Tournament

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Sep 27: The
members of Siddha Baba
Durgaotsav Samiti (SBDS)
Samta Nagar, Gourela,
known for celebrating the
festival of ‘Sharadiya
Navratri’, have construct-
ed huge ‘pandal’ with
colourful decoration of
lighting and established
the idol of Goddess Durga
as per rituals and recital of
vedic mantras here on
Monday and it has become
a centre of attraction for
all in the GPM district.

Along with this SBDS
also organises ‘Raas
Garba’ and ‘jagrata’ pro-
gramme during summer
time ‘Navratri’ and during
this there used to huge
presence of devotees in
the evening prayers. Gopal
Agrawal of SBDS in-

formed the this year the
‘pandal’ of Goddess Durga
has been decorated in at-
tractive manner compared
to last year and this time
team from Kolkata has
been invited. Along with
this ‘Rass-Garba’ and ‘ja-
grata’ too will be organ-

ised.
Under this Sandeep

Shivhare’s ‘jagrata’ is on
Sep 28; that of Ishrat Kedia
of Mumbai on Sep 29;
‘Raas-Garba’ by Deepak
Sarika on Sep 30; ‘Raas-
Garba’ by Sonali Singh on
Oct 1 and wonderful music
and songs by Nikki of
Mumbai on Oct 1.

Gopal Agrawal in-
formed that all the pro-
gramme will be held from
8:00 pm to 12:00 in the mid-
night and for ‘Raas-Garba’
only couples will be al-
lowed and they will have
to bring ‘Dandiya’ of their
own and come with com-
plete preparations and in
good attire.

The members of organ-
ising committee viz. Fakir
Chand Agrawal, Gopal
Agrawal, Ashish Agrawal,
Jaiprakash Shivdasni,
Jitendra Jain, Ajay Goyal,
Amit Motwani, Manish
Soni and others are ensur-
ing all the arrangement
for good conduct of this 9-
day ‘navratri’ festival.

Pandal of ‘Goddess Durga’ 
decorated in novel manner

Artists from Kolkata invited this time

 SBDS to hold 
‘Raas-Garba’ 
and ‘jagrata’ 
starting Sep 28

NNaannddiinnii--AAhhiirrwwaarraa,,  SSeepp  2277:: The
members of Chhattisgarhi
Bhakti Manch (CBM) taking
out a rally invited all the people
and traders of ‘Ahirwara’ city to
take part in the massive
‘Chunnari Yatra’ to be organ-
ised on third day of Navratri i:e
on Wednesday Sep 28. 

All the people of city were
informed taht this time in this
‘Chunnari Yatra’, ‘Aghori Baba’
of UP will be centre of attrac-
tion and along with this ‘Devi
Jas Jhanki’ and other attrac-
tions by the artists will be
there. 

Founder of this programme
and State president Dau Anand
Tamrakar informed that the
chief guest of the programme

will be RS MP Saroj Pandey
and special guest will be for-
mer MLA Ahirwara VS area
Sanwalram Dahare, ex-
Parliamentary Secy.
Labhchand Bafna, BJP state
spokesman Amit Sahu, SP Durg
district Dr Abhishekh Pallav,
Nagr Palika President Ahirwara
Natwar Lal Tamrakar, Mandal
President BJP Liman Sahu, and
other public representatives
and officers will be present.

In this invitational rally,
President Rahul Chandel, state
secy. Shekhar Baba, Tushar
Yadav, Salil Khan, President
Pankaj Patel, Yogesh Rajput,
Manish Sahu, Sandeep Baba,
Rahul Banjare and others were
present.

Members of CBM take
out massive ‘rally’

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Sep 27:
Irregularities in the re-
cruitment of Eklavya
schools, has come to
light and the Minister in
charge has instructed to
stop the pension of the
then Assistant
Commissioner. As per
information, in the year
2022-23 in Eklavya resi-
dential schools, a case of
huge irregularities in
the recruitment of guest
teachers is coming to the
fore.

The then Assistant
Commissioner of Tribal
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, KN
Mishra, committed all
these irregularities be-
fore retiring on July 31,
which has been revealed
from the information ex-
tracted under RTI.

The candidate having
lesser qualification has
been given appointment
without interview, by-
passing the qualified
candidate. After com-
plaining about this mat-
ter to the Minister in-
charge of the district,

Jaisingh Agarwal, the
Minister-in-Charge has
directed to stop the pay-
ment of gratuity, pen-
sion etc. to the then
A s s i s t a n t
Commissioner.

At the same time, after
the complaint, the
District Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary is
also investigating the ir-
regularities in the above
recruitment. In the
three Eklavya residen-
tial schools of district
Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, huge irregu-
larities are being taken
in the recruitment of

teachers and other em-
ployees for the last three
years.

From the information
extracted through RTI
by Om Prakash Verma,
the applicant had ap-
plied for the post of
guest teacher in Eklavya
Residential School,
Nevasa for the year 2022-
23, but despite his eligi-
bility, the candidate with
less qualification than
him, Neeraj Kumar
Choudhary was selected.

Neeraj Kumar
Choudhary has 42% in
high school, 44% in
higher secondary, he

does not have a bache-
lor’s degree and has
done 3-year course in
music. Whereas Om
Prakash Verma has
done 65% in high school,
64.4% in higher second-
ary, B.Com Bachelor’s
degree and music
Bachelor’s 6-year
course.

Despite that, Neeraj
Chaudhary was selected
instead of Omprakash
Verma.

Similarly, the then
Assistant Commissioner
recruited daily wage
earners, cooks, watch-
men, electricians,
plumbers, staff nurses,
music teachers, sports
teachers, etc., by doing
arbitrary transactions
in all the recruitments,
so that the eligible can-
didates were deprived of
selection.

The complaint of the
above irregularity was
made by District
Congress Secretary
Pitambar Singh Marko
to the Minister in-
charge of the district,
Jaisingh Agarwal.

Irregularities in the recruitment of Eklavya schools

Rajnandgaon, Sep 27:
The Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavare conducted inspec-
tion of ‘Girdawari’ in
Murmunda area here on
Monday. Kaware inspected
Kh. No. 341/1 area- 0.405
hect. and which in the cur-
rent FY is non-irrigated
land. The online details of
Kh. No. were found to be
correct. Further he also in-
spected the Kh. No. 334 to
344 and in this paddy culti-
vation was found. Upper
Collector CL Markandey
informed that in
Dongargarh tehsil,
‘Girdawari’ on 89.54% has

been done and its online
entry too has been complet-
ed. The ‘Girdawari’ work
will be completed as per
the time-limit set by the
state government.

On this occasion
Principal Patwari
Training School Priyanka
Dewangan, RI and Patwari
and Kotavar were present.
Farmer Komal Choudhary,
Daduram, Tameshwar,
Makhan Das, Sunder were
also present. The villagers
informed that the ‘Patwari’
of each ‘Halka’ work on re-
maining at the site and
‘patwari’ ‘panchama’ was
also prepared on the spot.

Divisional Comm conducts
inspection of ‘Girdawari’ work

In Murmunda area

Bijapur, Sep 27:

As per instructions from
Director Ayush
Directorate, Raipur and
under guidance of District
Ayurveda Officer Bijapur,
‘Ayush Swasthya Shivir’
was organised in weekly
‘haat’ market in
Bhopalpatnam here on
Monday. The camp was in-
augurated by Nagar
Panchayat President Riki
Korram, V-P Santosh Bore
and ward corporator by
performing prayers to
Lord Dhanvantari and
‘Ch’garh Mahatari’. In this
camp, the patients with
heart problems, skin dis-
eases, ‘vaatrog’, ‘gynecol-

ogical’ problems and other
diseases were offered treat-
ment. In this camp the
‘Aushodhi’ and ‘Ayush
Kadha’ in order to boost
the immune system was
also distributed and the
Ayurvedic doctors also dis-
tributed Ayurvedic medi-
cines to needy patients.
The camp was successful
conducted and in this a
total of 421 persons were
benefitted.

In this camp the
Homeopathic doctor PD
Bhoi, Ayush Doctor - Dr
RC Patel, Dr PK Sahu, Dr
BP Saw, Compounder
Rohit Khobragade, Nirmal
Kurre, Ramsai
Dhritlahare, Ayush depart-
ment officers and employ-
ees gave valuable support.

Ayush Health camp
held in Weekly Market

 Of Bhopalpatnam

Rajim, Sep 27:

The newly appointed
Principal of Govt Rajiv
Lochan PG College
(GRLPGC) Rajim Dr CL
Dewangan assumed of-
fice here on Monday and
he was welcomed with
flower bouquet on behalf

of the College family.
Speaking on the occa-
sion Dr Dewangan said
that at present he is also
looking after the work of
Addl. Director
Divisional Office of
Higher Education
Department in Raipur.
On this occasion

Principal in-charge Dr
Sonita Satsangi, Prof.
ML Verma, Prof. GP
Yadu, Gopal Rao
Urkurkar, Dr Samiksha
Chandrakar, Prof. Chitra
Khote, Prof Ksham
Shipla Masih, Prof.
Rajesh Baghel, Prof.
Bhanu Pratap Nayak,
Prof. Manisha Bhoi,
Prof. Aakash Baghmare,
Prof. Mukesh Kurre, Dr
Devendra Dewangan,
Prof. Yogesh Tarak and
other Janbhagidari pro-
fessors, guests profes-
sors and employees of
the College were pres-
ent.

Dr CL Dewangan assumes
office as Principal GRLPGC

Nandini-Ahirwara, Sep
27: On appointment of
Mahant Leeladhar Das
Sahu, R/o Ahiwara ward
No. 1, as the state president
of Pradesh Sahu Sangh
(PSS) Sanskritik Prakosth
(SP), he BJYM CG state
working committee mem-
ber Dau Anand Tamrakar

reached Mahant’s resi-
dence and extended greet-
ings to him and he also
held social talks with him.
During this meeting,
BJYM Mandal Gen. Secy.
Rahul Chandel, journalist
Aditya Tamrakar, Rounak
Tamrakar, Lokesh Sendre
were also present.

Mahant LD Sahu appointed
State President PSS(SP)

Special guidance,
awareness camp

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  SSeepp  2277:: In order
to benefit youth from self-
employment schemes of the
state government, the District
Industry and Trade Centre,
Rajnandgaon will be holding
special guidance and aware-
ness camp in all the Janpad
offices. Through this camp,
guidance and information will
be provided about
‘Mukhyamantri Yuwa Swa-roj-
gar Yojana’; ‘Pradhan Mantri
Rojgar Srijan Karyakram’; ‘PM
Sukshaam Khadya Unnayan
Yojana’ and others The camp
will be organised in Janpad
Panchayat Dongargarh on
Sept 30; in Churiya on Oct 3;
in Ambagarh Chowki on Oct
13; in Chuikhadan on Oct 17
and in Khairagarh on Oct 19.

Dongargarh, Sep 27: 

Expressing deep sorrow
over the incident of com-
mitting suicide due to ad-
ministrative corruption
by Budhram Baiga, resi-
dent of Room Khol village
of Pandaria area of
??Kawardha district, MP
Santosh Pandey has de-
manded a stop on the on-
going administrative cor-
ruption in the state.
Pandey has also demand-
ed a compensation of Rs.

1.5 crore to the victim’s
family from the Chief
Minister.

During the press confer-
ence, MP Santosh Pandey,
while giving information
about the developments,
said that the victim’s fami-
ly sought to suppress the
matter on behalf of the ad-
ministrative officers.It has
been said that Budhram
Baiga committed suicide
after he was accused of
stealing teak wood and
after his death a FIR was

also not lodged. During the
press conference, former
MLA Ramji Bharti,
Mahendra Bhai Patel,
Shashikant Dwivedi,
Mandal President Amit
Jain, Rural Mandal
President Jayant Kumar
Meshram, Councilor
Harish Motghare, Smt.
Anita Lokesh Indurkar,
Vijender Singh Thakur,
MP Representative
Parvinder S. Monty, Anil
Pandey and other BJP
workers were present.

Admn should give compensation to tribal family: MP

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  SSeepp  2277:: A nation-
al level continuing medical
education program was organ-
ized in Bharat Ratna Late Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Memorial
Medical College regarding the
changes in the fluids present in
the body in various types of
diseases and their role in accu-
rate treatment by investiga-
tion. Experts from the state
and outside the state shared
their experiences in the pro-
gramme, in which prominently
Dr. Asitva Mandal (Kolkata),

Dr. Suprita Nayak (Nagpur)
were present. In addition, Dr.
Renuka Gahine, Dr. Rakesh
Gupta, AIIMS Raipur and Dr.
FM Patel, Dr. Rajesh Agarwal,
Dr. Kritika Giani, Dr. Priya
Sahu, Dr. Ruby Sahu shared
their experiences.Dr. JC Gupta
(Retired Dean NSCV Jabalpur
and SS Medical College Rewa)
was felicitated. About 100
pathologists and consultant
doctors from different places
of Chhattisgarh participated in
the organized conference. 

National level 
symposium organized 
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Expelled nun begins
fast for fair deal by
convent authorities

Wayanad (Ker) Sept 27 (PTI): 

Sister Lucy Kalappura,
who had protested
against Bishop Franco
Mulakkal in the nun rape
case and was expelled by
the Franciscan Clarist
Congregation, began an
indefinite fast on
Tuesday before the con-
vent in nearby
Mananthavady, alleging
that she was denied basic
amenities there.

The nun came out with
serious accusations
against the convent au-
thorities that she had
been denied food and
other facilities of the in-
stitution, where she was
allowed by a local court
to stay till the case
against the bishop was

over. She alleged that she
has been isolated and hu-
miliated by fellow in-
mates of the convent.

“The convent authori-
ties have been blatantly
violating the directives
passed as an interlocuto-
ry order by a
Mananthavady court”, Sr

Lucy said adding that a
team of police from
Vellamunda station came
and met her and convent
authorities recently.

Kalappura (56), who
took part in a protest by
nuns belonging to
Missionaries of Jesus
Congregation seeking
the arrest of Bishop
Franco Mulakkal, ac-
cused of raping a nun,
was expelled by the FCC
under the Roman
Catholic Church in
August 2019. Consequent
to this, she had been
asked to vacate her con-
vent. However, a court
here had last year al-
lowed her to stay at the
FCC convent until the
case regarding her evic-
tion is decided.

‘If communal forces are to be
banned, RSS should be the first’

Thiruvananthapuram,
Sep 27 (PTI): Kerala’s rul-
ing CPI(M) on Tuesday said
imposing a ban on an ex-
tremist organisation or a
communal force would not
put an end to its activities
and if such a step has to be
taken then RSS should be
the first one to be banned.

CPI(M) state secretary M
V Govindan’s statement
came amidst reports that
the Centre was planning to
include the Popular Front
of India (PFI) in the list of
terror outfits.

His statement also comes
a day after BJP chief J P
Nadda alleged that Kerala
was now a “hotspot” of ter-
rorism and fringe elements
and life was not safe in the
southern state.

“If an organisation has
to be banned, then it has to
be RSS. It is the main or-
ganisation carrying out
communal activities. Will it
be banned? Banning an ex-

tremist organisation will
not address the problem.
RSS has been banned in the
past. The CPI has been
banned.

“Banning an organisa-
tion will not end it or its
ideology. They would only
come back with a new
name or identity. We need
to create awareness against
such groups and take legal
action against them when
they commit any illegality,”
he told reporters.

The CPI(M) state secre-
tary was referring to the

ban on CPI in 1950 and the
bans on RSS in pre and
post-independence India.

Govindan further said
that RSS, BJP and the
Sangh Parivar are present-
ly seeking the ban on PFI.

“So if communal forces
are to be banned, RSS will
have to be the first one. But
that is not going to happen
in the present political sce-
nario in the country,” he
added.

The CPI(M) state secre-
tary further said that when
two communal forces con-
front each other, they make
each other stronger and
“that is what is going on
now” be it RSS or a minori-
ty communal group.

He also answered in the
negative when asked
whether the Left front
joined hands with such or-
ganisations to win elec-
tions in local body polls.

PFI, whose hundreds of
leaders were recently ar-

rested and its offices raided
across the country, had
called a hartal in Kerala on
September 23 during which
its activists had allegedly
engaged in widespread vio-
lence resulting in damage
to buses, public property
and even attacks on the
general public.

Regarding what hap-
pened on September 23,
Govindan said that while
the government and the
Left party were not against
hartals, as everyone has the
right to protest, it was not
in favour of violence and
destruction of property in
the name of agitations.

“The Chief Minister has
said strict action would be
taken against those who en-
gaged in violence during
the hartal. Damaging
buses, attacking passen-
gers and destruction of
public property is what
happened in the name of
hartal.

Cong to field all its sitting MLAs in Himachal
New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Tuesday approved party
tickets to all the 20 sitting
MLAs in Himachal
Pradesh and is learnt to
have finalised the names
of another 15 candidates
for the upcoming assem-
bly elections in the state,
sources said.

The decision to field all

party MLAs was taken at
a meeting of the party’s
Central Election
Committee headed by
Congress president
Sonia Gandhi.

The meeting was held
at Gandhi’s 10, Janpath
residence, where senior
leaders Ambika Soni, K
C Venugopal, Girija
Vyas, Mukul Wasnik,
Verrappa Moily and

Mohsina Kidwai were
present. AICC in-charge
for Himachal Pradesh
Rajeev Shukla and HP
PCC president Pratibha
Singh were also present.

Some of the names ap-
proved at the meeting in-
clude Vikramaditya
Singh from Shimla Rural
and Mukesh Agnihotri
from Haroli. Singh is the
son of former chief min-

ister Virbhadra Singh
and Agnihotri is the CLP
leader in the Himachal
Pradesh Assembly.

Virbhadra Singh’s wife
Pratibha Singh, who is
the party MP from
Mandi, is unlikely to con-
test, the sources said.
The election to the 68-
member Himachal
Pradesh Assembly is due
this year.

WORLD TOURISM DAY

A student takes part in a painting competition organised on World Tourism Day, in Srinagar, Tuesday.

TOY TRAIN SERVICE

The newly launched Tri-Weekly Toy Train with a Vistadome coach & restaurant coach
on the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway. 

BRIEF

Stone
 New Delhi: Delhi

Deputy Chief
Minister Manish
Sisodia on Tuesday
laid the foundation
stone of three new un-
derpasses at Shalimar
Bagh here that will be
constructed at a cost
of Rs 59.5 crore, an of-
ficial statement said.
The underpasses will
ease traffic congestion
around Mukarba
Chowk and Haiderpur
Badli Metro, it said.

Nabbed 
 Itanagar: An

ULFA(I) militant was
nabbed near the
Myanmar border in
Arunachal Pradesh’s
Tirap district, an
Assam Rifles officer
said on Tuesday. The
Khonsa battalion of
the Assam Rifles ap-
prehended the mili-
tant from Noglo vil-
lage near the
Myanmar border on
Monday, he said. The
militant was identi-
fied as Dibjyoti
Senapati alias Dipen
Asom, a resident of
Dibrugarh in Assam,
he added.

Plan 
 Jammu: Amid a

widespread crack-
down against the
Popular Front of
India, Director
General of Jammu
and Kashmir Police
Dilbag Singh on
Tuesday said a com-
prehensive plan is in
place to deal with ter-
ror and anti-national
elements in the coun-
try. The police chief
further said action
against the terror
networks would defi-
nitely have a positive
impact and there was
no need to look at the
country-wide raids
from a communal
angle.

Kidnap
 Jammu: A six-

month-old baby was
allegedly kidnapped
from the government
district hospital in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kishtwar
district on Tuesday,
police said. A senior
officer said CCTV
footage showed a
burqa clad woman
carrying away the
baby from the hospi-
tal at around 12.30
pm, adding a search
has been launched to
nab her and rescue
the child.

Mishap
 Jaipur: Three people,

including an infant,
were killed and 36 oth-
ers injured when the
private bus they were
travelling in collided
head on with a truck
in Nagaur district on
Monday night, police
said. Surendra
Meena, an assistant
sub-inspector posted
at Kotwali police sta-
tion, said the de-
ceased had been iden-
tified as Mohan Ram
(70), Chataram (60)
and two-month-old
Shanti. The bodies
were handed over to
the relatives of the de-
ceased after post
mortem on Tuesday,
he said.

WB CM Mamata Banerjee
during the inauguration
of a community Durga
Puja pandal, in Kolkata,
Tuesday.

Jaipur, Sep 27 (PTI): 

Amid an ongoing politi-
cal crisis in Rajasthan,
state minister Pratap
Singh Khachariyawas al-
leged on Tuesday that the
BJP has again started
hatching a conspiracy to
topple the Congress gov-
ernment.

On the other hand, an-
other minister, Rajendra
Singh Gudha, once again
endorsed senior Congress
leader Sachin Pilot’s name
for the chief minister’s
post.

“ED, income tax depart-
ment, CBI officials are sit-
ting in Rajasthan. BJP’s

game has started. BJP is
again engaged in a con-
spiracy to topple the
Rajasthan government,”
Khachariyawas told re-
porters here.

He said whatever deci-
sion the Congress high-
command takes as regards
the latest political develop-
ments in the state will be
acceptable to all.

The Congress in
Rajasthan plunged into a
crisis on Sunday as sever-
al MLAs loyal to Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot re-
signed over a possible
move to appoint Pilot as
Gehlot’s successor, their
rebellion erupting just
ahead of a Congress
Legislature Party (CLP)
meeting. Upset over the

open rebellion, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
sought a written report on
it from party observers
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Ajay Maken on Monday as
the chances of Gehlot be-
coming the party chief re-
ceded and other names
cropped up for the post.

Khachariyawas said the
views of the MLAs should
be heard. “We have faith in
the party leadership.
Every Congress worker in
the country considers
Sonia Gandhi like his
mother. A mother always
does justice,” he added.

Replying to a question
on why the Gehlot loyal-
ists held a parallel meeting
instead of attending the
CLP meet, Khachariyawas
said they were not happy
when they came to know
that someone from the 19
people who had rebelled
against Gehlot in 2020 was
going to be the chief min-
ister and they submitted
their resignation to
Assembly Speaker CP
Joshi.

“Still, whatever our in-
charge, leadership, Ashok
Gehlotji will decide, we
will accept,” he added.

The CLP meet was to be
held at the chief minis-
ter’s residence on Sunday
night but the MLAs loyal

to Gehlot did not attend it.
They held a parallel meet-
ing at Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Shanti
Dhariwal’s bungalow here
and then went to meet the
speaker to submit their
resignation letters to him.

All India Congress
Committee (AICC) observ-
er and the party’s
Rajasthan in-charge, Ajay
Maken, who came to at-
tend the CLP meet from
Delhi, had said holding a
parallel meeting of the
MLAs amounted to “indis-
cipline”.

Meanwhile, Gudha sup-
ported Pilot for the chief
minister’s post.

“Whatever decision the
high-command takes, we
will accept it.... Because he
(Pilot) has a network in all
the 200 Assembly con-
stituencies, he is a leader
of the masses and he is
young, we can repeat the
government in Rajasthan
with him on the post,” the
minister of state for rural
development said.

He said the Congress
high-command will end
the impasse very soon,
adding that if one-on-one
meetings are held with all
the MLAs, they will say
“whatever the high-com-
mand says, we will 
accept it”.

‘BJP behind conspiracy 
to topple Cong govt’

Kannur (Kerala), Sep 27 (PTI): 

The passengers who
were stranded here a day
ago after a Delhi-bound
Air India plane was
forced to land at the
Kannur International
Airport due to a bird hit,
finally left for the national
capital on Tuesday aboard
another aircraft of the
airline.

The flight with 135 pas-
sengers had originated
from Kozhikode and land-
ed in the Kannur airport
before flying to Delhi.

“A Delhi-bound Air
India flight from
Bengaluru was routed
through Kannur to pick
up the 61 stranded passen-
gers,” the airport SHO
told PTI.

They were sent on the

flight from Bengaluru as
the bird-hit aircraft was
still undergoing fitness
trials and the airline did
not want to further delay
the travel plans of the pas-
sengers, the officer said.

While the bird-hit air-
craft was undergoing re-
pairs, Air India also kept
open the option of routing
a flight from Bengaluru to
Delhi through Kannur,
the officer said. Earlier in
the day, an Air India offi-
cial said that they planned
to send the passengers to
Delhi on the same bird-hit
aircraft once it was re-
paired and certified fit to
fly. He also said that of the
total 135 passengers who
were on board, some had
cancelled their tickets and
took an Indigo flight,
while some others had re-

scheduled their travel
leaving around 85 people
who were accommodated
in hotels in Kannur.

“Of the 85, 24 were for-
eign bound passengers
and they were sent to
their respective destina-
tions in Dubai and
Bahrain on Air India
Express flights yesterday
and this morning.

“Now 61 domestic pas-
sengers are presently here
and they would be sent to
Delhi on the same plane
once it is repaired,” the of-
ficial said in the morning.

The official had also
said that seven engineers
arrived here from Delhi
and they are presently ex-
amining and repairing
the aircraft’s engines
which had remains of the
birds which hit it.

Passengers from bird-hit 
AI plane leave for Delhi

Bhubaneswar, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The opposition BJP in
Odisha on Tuesday
blocked an arterial road
in Puri district on
Tuesday seeking a thor-
ough investigation into
the death of BJD zilla
parishad member
Dharmendra Sahoo, who
was found hanging in his
house last week.

Members of the opposi-
tion party, during the
demonstration between
Nimapara and Pipili
areas, claimed that Sahoo
was murdered for “politi-
cal reasons”. The agita-
tors also said that school
and mass education min-
ister Samir Ranjan Dash,

who represents the
Assembly, had a role to
play in the case, as allega-
tions went rife that the
BJD MLA had been creat-
ing disturbances in
Sahoo’s personal life.

The minister, however,
expressed grief over
Sahoo’s death and said he
was not aware of any con-
troversy.

“I am sad to hear about
his (Dharmendra
Sahoo’s) death. I have no
idea about what is being
discussed, his family has-
n’t said anything. I don’t
think I should reply to the
allegations made by oppo-
sition parties,” the minis-
ter told reporters.

BJP state vice-president
Pravati Parida dubbed
Sahoo’s death as a “well-
planned murder”.

“He took the extreme

step as senior leader of
the BJD was interfering
in his family matters,”
she said. Sahoo (48) was
found hanging at his
home in Sisupalgarh on
Saturday. His post-
mortem report suggested
that he died of asphyxia.
Ahead of his death, Sahoo
had posted a message on
social media, asking the
police to examine the con-
tents of his phone.

His phone was found a
few metres away from his
home in a field.

The BJD is yet to issue
any official statement on
the matter.

A Congress delegation
had earlier met
Bhubaneswar DCP
Prateek Singh and de-
manded that Dash be in-
terrogated in connection
with Sahoo’s death.

BJP seeks probe into ZP member’s death
 Points finger 

at minister

Congress MLA Pratap Singh Khachariyawas addresses 
a press conference, in Jaipur, Tuesday.

 In Rajasthan

M V Govindan

Sister Lucy Kalappura



PRINCE WILLIAM AND KATE IN HLOYHEAD

Britain’s Prince William and Kate, Princess of Wales, receive a posy of flowers as they
arrive for a visit to the RNLI Holyhead Lifeboat Station, in Holyhead, Wales, where
they are meeting crew, volunteers and some of those who have been supported by
their local unit, Tuesday Sept. 27.
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Islamabad, Sep 27 (AP):

A senior member of the
Taliban-run government in
Afghanistan on Tuesday
called on Afghanistan’s new
rulers to reopen schools for
girls beyond the sixth grade,
saying there is no valid rea-
son in Islam for the ban.

The appeal from Sher
Mohammad Abbas
Stanikzai, the Taliban
deputy foreign minister,
came during a top Taliban
gathering in Kabul.

It was a rare moderate
voice amid the harsh meas-
ures imposed by the Taliban
since they overran the coun-
try and seized power in
August 2021.

The measures include

banning girls from middle
school and high school de-
spite initial promises to the
contrary.

Women are required to
cover themselves from head
to toe in public, with only
their eyes showing.

The Taliban have said
they are working on a plan
to open secondary schools
for girls but have not given a
timeframe.

The United Nations has
called the ban “shameful”
and the international com-
munity has been wary of of-
ficially recognising the
Taliban, fearing a return to
the same harsh rule the
Taliban imposed when they
were last in power in the late
1990s.

“It is very important that
education must be provided
to all, without any discrimi-
nation,” Stanikzai said.

“Women must get educa-
tion, there is no Islamic
prohibition for girls’ edu-
cation.”

“Let’s not provide oppor-
tunities for others to create
a gap between the govern-
ment and people,” he
added.

“If there are technical is-
sues, that needs to be re-
solved, and schools for
girls must be opened.”

Still, it was unclear if
and how much Stanikzai
could sway hard-liners,
who appear to hold the
reins in the Taliban admin-
istration.

Stanikzai was once head
of the Taliban team in talks
that led to the 2020 agree-
ment in Qatar between the

Taliban and the United
States that included the com-
plete withdrawal of foreign
troops from Afghanistan.

Afghan Taliban deputy calls for reopening schools for girls

Washington, Sep 27 (PTI):

The importance of man-
aging a “responsible rela-
tionship” with India and
addressing the debt issue
with China so that
Pakistan can recover more
quickly from the impact of
the devastating floods
were the key focus of the
talks between US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and his Pakistani
counterpart Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari.

During the meeting at
the Foggy Bottom head-
quarters of the State
Department on Monday,
Blinken also said US and
Pakistan will continue to
work closely on countert-
errorism issues.

“In our discussion today,

we talked about the impor-
tance of managing a re-
sponsible relationship
with India, and I also
urged our colleagues to en-
gage China on some of the
important issues of debt
relief and restructure so
that Pakistan can more
quickly recover from the

floods,” Blinken said at an
event here to
Commemorate the 75th
Anniversary of US-
Pakistan relations.

Relations between India
and Pakistan have been
strained over the Kashmir
issue and cross-border ter-
rorism emanating from

Pakistan.The ties between
the two countries nose-
dived after India abrogat-
ed Article 370 of the
Constitution, revoking the
special status of Jammu
and Kashmir and bifurcat-
ing the State into two
Union Territories on
August 5, 2019.

Following India’s deci-
sion, Pakistan downgrad-
ed diplomatic ties with
New Delhi and expelled
the Indian envoy. Trade
ties between Pakistan and
India have largely been
frozen since then.

Blinken said they also
spoke about the impor-
tance of meeting their
commitments as democra-
cies, upholding core val-
ues like respect for free-
dom of religion, belief,
freedom of expression.

Blinken and Pak FM Bilawal discuss importance
of managing ‘responsible’ ties with India

Islamabad, Sep 27 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has called a meeting of the
National Security
Committee (NSC) on
Wednesday to deliberate
on the audio leaks from
the Prime Minister’s
Office that has trigged a
controversy with the
Opposition demanding his
resignation.

A slew of audio record-
ings featuring confidential
conversations of the
prime minister with high-
government officials sur-
faced on social media last
week, raising questions
about the security of the
highest office of the coun-

try.
More audio clips were

leaked on Monday where
top PML-N leaders were
purportedly heard making
strategies about the by-
elections that were recent-
ly postponed due to the
devastating floods.

A joint investigation
team (JIT) with a repre-
sentative from Army-run
intelligence agencies was
ordered to probe the issue.

The Intelligence Bureau
(IB) is also investigating
the leaks.

Officials said an initial
report by the top intelli-
gence agencies has been
prepared which will be
placed before the NSC —
the highest civil-military
body on security affairs.

According to an official
statement issued on
Monday, the NSC meeting
will take place at the PM
House on Wednesday, the
Express Tribune newspa-
per reported.

The top military and
civilian leadership, includ-
ing defence minister, inte-
rior minister, information
minister, finance minister
and other important cabi-
net members will partici-

pate in the meeting, it said.
On Monday, ousted

prime minister Imran
Khan demanded the resig-
nation of his successor
Sharif over the issue.

“PM Shehbaz Sharif
should resign after the
audio leaks involving him,
some Cabinet members
and government officials
have surfaced,” Khan,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party chairman,
said.

Meanwhile, Inte rior
Minister Rana Sana ullah
raised a few eyebrows
when he attempted to
downplay the possibility of
hacking, calling it a
“storm in a teacup”, the
Dawn newspaper reported
on Tuesday.

Pak PM Sharif summons NSC meet 
to discuss audio leaks from PMO

United Nations, Sep 27

(PTI):

Bhutan and Nepal on
Monday expressed grati-
tude and appreciation for
India at the UN General
Assembly for its “heart
warming goodwill” and
“valuable support” in sup-
ply of COVID-19 vaccines
under New Delhi’s Vaccine
Maitri initiative’ that en-
abled the neighbouring
countries to vaccinate their
populations as the pandem-
ic raged across the world.

Bhutan’s Foreign
Minister Lyonpo Tandi
Dorji, in his address to the
high-level 77th Session of
the United Nations General
Assembly Monday, said
that as with many other
parts of the world, Bhutan
was not spared the impacts
of COVID-19 nor its in-
duced disruptions.

“Our campaign to vacci-
nate our population has

been recognised as an un-
likely success story, and
today, more than 90 per cent
of our entire population
stand fully vaccinated.
This, in no small measure,
was possible due to the
heart warming goodwill of
friends and partners, in-
cluding India, whose
Vaccine Maitri initiative
enabled the full first round
of vaccinations for our
adult population,” Dorji
said in his address from
UNGA podium on the last
day of the General Debate.

Bhutan also expressed
gratitude to the United
States, Denmark, Bulgaria,
Croatia, and China, “whose
generosity with vaccines
came at the most critical
time”. “We also thank all
the other bilateral partners
and multilateral agencies
that supported logistics
and provided financial sup-
port, medicines and equip-
ment for our response to
the pandemic. Our success

would not have been possi-
ble without all of your sup-
port,” the Bhutanese
Foreign Minister said.

Nepal’s Foreign
Secretary Bharat Raj
Paudyal also expressed ap-
preciation in his address to
the General Assembly for
the vaccines provided to
his country by India.

“In Nepal, we have been
able to fully vaccinate 96
per cent of the target popu-
lation, with almost every-
one receiving at least one
dose. We thank our imme-
diate neighbours - India
and China, our develop-
ment partners, and the
United Nations System for
their valuable support,” he
said. Under the Vaccine
Maitri initiative of the
Indian government, more
than 250 million COVID-19
vaccine doses have been
supplied to over 100 coun-
tries, including nearly 95
lakh doses to Nepal and 5.5
lakh doses to Bhutan.

At UNGA, Bhutan, Nepal express gratitude
for India’s supply of COVID-19 vaccines

Cape Canaveral (US), Sep 27 (AP):

A NASA spacecraft
rammed an asteroid at
blistering speed Monday
in an unprecedented dress
rehearsal for the day a
killer rock menaces Earth.

The galactic grand slam
occurred at a harmless as-
teroid 9.6 million kilome-
ters away, with the space-
craft named Dart plowing
into the small space rock
at 22,500 kph. Scientists ex-
pected the impact to carve
out a crater, hurl streams
of rocks and dirt into
space and, most impor-
tantly, alter the asteroid’s
orbit.

Telescopes around the
world and in space aimed
at the same point in the
sky to capture the specta-
cle. Though the impact
was immediately obvious
Dart’s radio signal abrupt-
ly ceased it will be days or
even weeks to determine
how much the asteroid’s
path was changed.

The USD 325 million

mission was the first at-
tempt to shift the position
of an asteroid or any other
natural object in space.

“No, this is not a movie
plot,” NASA
Administrator Bill Nelson
tweeted earlier in the day.
“We’ve all seen it on
movies like Armageddon,’
but the real-life stakes are
high,” he said in a prere-
corded video.

Monday’s target: a 160-
metre asteroid named
Dimorphos. It’s actually a
moonlet of Didymos,
Greek for twin, a fast-spin-
ning asteroid five times
bigger that flung off the

material that formed the
junior partner.

The pair have been or-
biting the sun for eons
without threatening
Earth, making them ideal
save-the-world test candi-
dates.

Launched last
November, the vending
machine-size Dart short
for Double Asteroid
Redirection Test navigated
to its target using new
technology developed by
Johns Hopkins
University’s Applied
Physics Laboratory, the
spacecraft builder and
mission manager.

Dart’s on-board camera,
a key part of this smart
navigation system, caught
sight of Dimorphos barely
an hour before impact.

“Woo hoo,” exclaimed
Johns Hopkins mission
systems engineer Elena
Adams. “We’re seeing
Dimorphos, so wonderful,
wonderful.”

With an image beaming
back to Earth every sec-
ond, Adams and other
ground controllers in
Laurel, Maryland,
watched with growing ex-
citement as Dimorphos
loomed larger and larger
in the field of view along-
side its bigger companion.

A mini satellite followed
a few minutes behind to
take photos of the impact.
The Italian Cubesat was
released from Dart two
weeks ago.

Scientists insisted Dart
would not shatter
Dimorphos. The space-
craft packed a scant 570
kilograms, compared with
the asteroid’s 5 billion kilo-

grams. But that should be
plenty to shrink its 11-
hour, 55-minute orbit
around Didymos.

The impact should pare
10 minutes off that, but tel-
escopes will need any-
where from a few days to
nearly a month to verify
the new orbit. The antici-
pated orbital shift of 1 per
cent might not sound like
much, scientists noted.
But they stressed it would
amount to a significant
change over years.

Planetary defense ex-
perts prefer nudging a
threatening asteroid or
comet out of the way, given
enough lead time, rather
than blowing it up and cre-
ating multiple pieces that
could rain down on Earth.
Multiple impactors might
be needed for big space
rocks or a combination of
impactors and so-called
gravity tractors, not-yet-
invented devices that
would use their own gravi-
ty to pull an asteroid into a
safer orbit.

NASA spacecraft crashes into asteroid in defense test

Havana, Sep 27 (AP):

Hurricane Ian tore into
western Cuba on
Tuesday as a major hurri-
cane, with nothing to stop
it from intensifying into a
catastrophic Category 4
hurricane before it hits
Florida on Wednesday.

Ian made landfall at
4:30 a.m. EDT Tuesday in
Cuba’s Pinar del Rio
province, where officials
set up 55 shelters, evacu-
ated 50,000 people, rushed
in emergency personnel
and took steps to protect
crops in Cuba’s main to-
bacco-growing region.

The U.S. National
Hurricane Centre said
“significant wind and
storm surge impacts”
were occurring Tuesday
morning in western
Cuba.

Ian sustained top
winds of 205 kmph as it
moved over the city of
Pinar del Rio. As much as
14 feet of storm surge

was predicted along
Cuba’s coast.

After passing over
Cuba, Ian was forecast to
strengthen even more
over warm Gulf of
Mexico waters, reaching
top winds of 225 kmh be-
fore making landfall
again.

Tropical storm-force
winds were expected in
Florida late Tuesday,
reaching hurricane force
Wednesday morning.

The hurricane centre
said there’s a 100 percent
chance of damaging
winds and water along
Florida’s west coast, issu-
ing a hurricane warning
from Bonita Beach north
through Tampa Bay to
the Anclote River.

Tampa and St.
Petersburg could get
their first direct hit by a
major hurricane since
1921.

“Please treat this storm
seriously. It’s the real
deal. This is not a drill,”

Hillsborough County
Emergency Management
Director Timothy Dudley
said Monday at a news
conference on storm
preparations in Tampa.

Western Cuba is rela-
tively lightly populated,
but with tropical storm
force winds extending
outward 185 kilometers
from Ian’s centre, Cuba’s
capital wasn’t spared.

Havana’s residents
openly worried about
flooding ahead of the
storm, with workers un-
clogging storm drains
and fishermen taking
their boats out of the
water. “I am very scared
because my house gets
completely flooded, with
water up to here,” Adyz
Ladron said, pointing to
his chest.

In Havana’s El
Fanguito, a poor neigh-
bourhood near the
Almendares River, resi-
dents packed up what
they could.

Hurricane Ian strikes Cuba, Florida
braces for Cat 4 damage

Tokyo, Sep 27 (AP):

Japan’s hawkish former
leader Shinzo Abe was ho-
noured by a rare and divi-
sive state funeral Tuesday
that was full of militaris-
tic presentation like sol-
diers carrying his ashes in
a box brought by his
widow and praise of his
nine-year premiership.

Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida has said the pub-
licly financed ceremony
was a deserved honour for
Japan’s longest-serving
modern political leader,
but it has deeply split pub-
lic opinion and was met
with angry protests.

The event attended by
US Vice President Kamala
Harris, Japan’s Crown
Prince Akishino and other
foreign and Japanese dig-
nitaries began with Akie
Abe, in a black formal ki-
mono, walking slowly be-
hind Kishida into the fu-

neral venue, carrying the
urn in a wooden box
wrapped in a purple cloth
with gold stripes. Soldiers
in white uniforms took
Abe’s ashes and placed

them on a pedestal filled
with white and yellow
chrysanthemum flowers
and decorations.

Attendants stood while
a military band played the

Kimigayo national an-
them, then observed a mo-
ment of silence before a
video praising Abe’s
tenure. Footage included
his 2006 parliamentary
speech vowing to build a
“beautiful Japan” and his
“Toward the Alliance of
Hope” speech at the US
Congress in 2015.

It also included his vis-
its to disaster-hit northern
Japan after the March 2011
tsunami, and his 2016
Super Mario imperson-
ation in Rio de Janeiro to
promote the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics.

Kishida, in his 12-
minute eulogy, praised
Abe as an aspiring politi-
cian with a clear vision for
postwar economic growth
and development of Japan
and the world, and promot-
ing the concept of a “free
and open Indo-Pacific” as
a counter to China’s rise.

Kishida, as he looked up

a large photo of smiling
Abe, said as a fellow law-
maker elected in the same
year in 1993, Abe’s loss
came too soon. “You were
a person who should have
lived much longer,”
Kishida said. “I had a firm
belief that you were to
contribute as a compass to
show the future direction
of Japan and the rest of
the world for 10 or 20 more
years.”

Harris sat in the third
row next to Rahm
Emanuel, the US ambassa-
dor to Japan, during the
ceremony, and they later
joined others by placing a
branch of chrysanthe-
mum flowers on a table set
before the pedestal.

Abe was cremated in
July after a private funeral
at a Tokyo temple days
after he was assassinated
while giving a campaign
speech on a street in Nara,
a city in western Japan.

Japan’s former leader Abe honoured
at divisive state funeral

Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, left welcomes
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi to a reception at the
Akasaka Palace state guest house, Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022,
in Tokyo, following the state funeral for Japan’s former
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.
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A royal 
combination 

In our student days, we were
taught that Royal Combination
means a combination of sub-
jects, namely Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics.
Generally, that particular com-
bination was attracted by the
bright students. But now in the
political circle of the nation,
many such royal combinations
have emerged among our polit-
ical parties. They are as Modi-
Shah-Yogi of BJP, Sonia-Rahul-
Priyanka of Congress, Kejriwal-
Sisodia of AAP, Lalu-Tejasvi of
RLD, and Mulayam-Akhilesh of
SP, to name a few. The latest
entry into this elite group is
Partha and Arpita combo (both
belonging to the crusader
against corruption (Mamata
Banerjee's camp), whose joint
assets are worth Rs 103 crore,
according to ED's latest assess-
ment. It is no doubt yet another
record-breaking achievement
on the part of TMC which is
heading the West Bengal gov-
ernment for two consecutive
terms to the utter delight of
TMC supporters across the
nation. Our ex-APCC chief
Ripun Bora, who recently
switched over to TMC, must be
grinning for joining the right
party at the right moment. I
wish him success. 
DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  GGuuwwaahhaattii..

NGT ineffective
The NGT has not been very
effective in monitoring the
implementation of its poli-
cies, resulting in the dis-
charge of untreated effluents
by industries. Generation of
solid and liquid waste is going
up every year, which is an
indicator of development and
a strong economy, but large
quantities are left
unprocessed, increasing the
level of greenhouse gases and
environment pollution.
Recently the government had
ordered a ban on the use of
single-use plastic, but the war
against plastic has been going
on for decades. We have the
rules, but there is no imple-
mentation. The polluters con-
tinue to pollute. In order to
minimise environmental
impact, the NGT needs a
much bigger push in speedy
disposal of cases relating to
waste management. The gov-
ernment should create aware-
ness. Enforcement is the key
for the ban to be effective.

RRaammiinnddeerr  BBhhaattttii,,  CChhaannddiiggaarrhh

Quota only for poor
Only the poor should be
helped financially. The SCs
and STs have been enjoying
quotas without any time
frame, even if they are
wealthy. In case of OBCs,
their hefty annual income
from salary or agriculture is
not taken into account to
exclude them from quota. The
non-creamy layer rules are
vague and can be circumvent-
ed easily. How can people
with Rs 8 lakh annual income
be called poor and included in
the EWS category, when
crores of poor people are
struggling to make both ends
meet? The government should
help only the poor to raise
their socio-economic status,
without any caste or class
consideration, for the sake of
equality.

CCSS  MMaannnn,,  bbyy  mmaaiill
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People residing in the floodplains of Yamuna river shift their belongings and livestock after a rise in the water level of the river,
in New Delhi, Tuesday, Sept. 27. An evacuation alert has been declared for people living in the low-lying areas near the Yamuna
banks in Delhi with the water level in the river rising well above the danger mark of 205.33 metres, following incessant rains in
the upper catchment areas. 

YAMUNA OVERFLOWING

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

TT he political crisis in Rajasthan, one of the mere two states
ruled solo by the Congress (the other being Chhattisgarh),

has demonstrated yet again the grand old party’s tendency to
score own goals and allow things to spin out of control. It’s baffling
that a party whose national footprint has shrunk alarmingly in
recent years keeps shooting itself in the foot every now and then.
At a time when the Congress’ entire focus should be on the upcom-
ing presidential election, the party leadership is expending its
energy on firefighting in the desert state. The Gehlot loyalists want
someone from their own camp to be chosen as the next Chief
Minister, instead of Sachin Pilot, who according to them, had
revolted against his own party back in 2020. With miffed party
MLAs unwilling to meet with the observers, sources said that the
next step will be decided by observers of the All India Congress
Committee (AICC) after a discussion with the party's high com-
mand. The political crisis has been triggered by Ashok Gehlot
apparently agreeing to file his nomination in the Congress presi-
dential polls and wanting a successor of his choice in Rajasthan.
Rajasthan cabinet minister Shanti Dhariwal, a Gehlot loyalist who
had held a meeting of MLAs on Sunday to oppose Sachin Pilot's
possible elevation to the CM post, took a veiled swipe at Pilot and
said that Rajasthan MLAs will not sit through and tolerate if trai-
tors are being rewarded. State minister Mahesh Joshi also said,
"High Command can make anyone CM, make a new CM or keep
CM Gehlot intact. It should not be one of those who revolted
against the party and tried to weaken it." With party observers
slamming some actions of loyalists of Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot,
sources said decision on issuing show cause notices to miffed
MLAs, who have been vocal in public, will be taken after interim
chief looks Sonia Gandhi into the report by the observers sent to
the state. The crisis was entirely avoidable. The question of choos-
ing CM Gehlot’s successor should have come up, if at all, as and
when he became the party chief. However, Rajasthan is witnessing
a no-holds-barred power struggle over three weeks before the
presidential poll. Rahul Gandhi should not forget that the Congress
has held its ground in the state thanks to Gehlot’s astute leader-
ship. The 71-year-old stalwart continues to be one of the tallest
Congress leaders nationwide. The party can’t afford to ride
roughshod over the sentiments of the MLAs loyal to him; any ill-
considered decision will adversely impact the Congress’ prospects
in the state, which goes to the polls in December next year. The
onus is on the high command to maintain status quo in Rajasthan
and build consensus on the next party president. It’s critical to
avert another disaster before it’s too late.

Congress triggers 
needless chaos

It sounds queer that Pakistan should rake up Kashmir wherever it
gets a chance at whichever platform even after having on
umpteen times being told that the only dispute in respect of
Kashmir was to vacate the areas it had through aggression
usurped in 1947-48. It is now bringing in constitutionally abrogat-
ed Article 370 and other issues which were internal matters of a
sovereign independent country over which Pakistan had no locus
standi. It has been told that much water has flown down the
Jehlum all these 75 years and it was, therefore, futile on its part
to rake it up, be it the platform of the United Nations, the
Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC) and the like. Instead of
talking overhow fast it could guarantee the International
Community about stopping cross border terrorism and infiltrating
its armed agents into Jammu and Kashmir and thus keeping sus-
taining the proxy war of terrorism against India, it was beating
around the bush of Kashmir and claiming to be self styled cham-
pion of minorities in India. The funniest part of the duplicity, dou-
ble standards and indulging in deceit by Pakistan is that it invents
non-existent ”ill treatment of minorities” in India and speaks
about fictional human rights violations whatever in Kashmir. The
fact of the matter, on the other hand, is that the religious minori-
ties in Pakistan have systematically been decimated in that coun-
try and continuously subjected to worst types of discrimination
and state sponsored repression. The fear instilled in the minori-
ties in Pakistan is such that they cannot even speak about the
repression and discrimination they are subjected to only because
of their faith. Fear of being forcibly converted, apprehensions
about the safety and security of their women especially minor
Hindu girls and the sword hanging over with regard to falsely
implicating in manufactured issues is a grave challenge to the
very existence of Hindus who are reduced just below 2 percent of
the total population in Pakistan. Pakistan cannot wash off its sins
and treachery with the civilized world in respect of providing
state protection and stay in the heart of Pakistan to terrorist
Osama Bin Laden while claiming all innocence about his where-
abouts not to speak of sponsoring terror attacks like Mumbai
attack of 26/11 in 2008 by sending 10 of its fully trained and
armed terrorists who killed 166 and injured 300 innocents in the
financial capital of India and where the handlers and the master
mind of such an attack on humanity find their safe, secured and
assured haven in Pakistan. Indian diplomat, therefore, exercising
the right to reply reminded Pakistan to at least introspect before
levelling false allegations against this country. He asked Pakistan
as to why it had stopped publishing its data on shameful atroci-
ties on and discrimination against the religious minorities in that
country where it had set the ”world record” of gravest human
rights violations against them. In this connection, we may add,
whether Pakistan has been given ”all clearance” by the world
community, even in the lest, about it taking steps leading to the
removal of the blot of being the epicentre of terrorism? Whether
it has officially contradicted the brazenly admitting by its former
President Parvez Musharaff about the existence of terror training
camps in and support extended by Pakistan to “our boys”? PM
Shabaz Sharif spoke at the UN General Assembly Session again
taking up the issue of Kashmir and his entire “speech” was punc-
tuated with remarks and accusations against India which have no
basis or any substance and India represented by its External
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar rebutted such false accusations
of Pakistan by saying that there was no justification for any act of
terrorism, regardless of motivation as India has been bearing the
brunt of cross border terrorism for decades. “No rhetoric, howev-
er, sanctimonious can ever cover up blood stains”, was the logical
stand taken by the Indian External Affairs Minister. Hitting out at
China without naming it, he warned that those defending pro-
claimed terrorists were doing it at their own peril- “they advance
neither their own interests nor indeed their reputation.”

Pak rakes up Kashmir again

THE cessation of natural gas supplies
from Russia to Europe in retaliation
against Western sanctions imposed
on Russia because of the Ukraine
war, is threatening Europe not only
with a winter with inadequate heat-
ing that will take a big toll in terms of
lives among poor people, but also
with large-scale closures of enter-
prises; such closures would push up
the unemployment rate, and signifi-
cantly increase poverty and destitu-
tion among the workers.

It is not just the immediate effect
on Europe that threatens to be
severely adverse; capital has already
started relocating away from Europe
to the United States, a trend that will
inevitably gather momentum, so that
long-term growth and hence employ-
ment prospects on that continent
will also be affected. Europe in short
is entering into a period of acute
economic difficulties that are of its
own making; it is committing eco-
nomic hara-kiri in the process of
asserting its allegiance to the U.S. in
the Ukraine war. Oscar LaFontaine,
the former SPD minister in Germany
and founder of the Left party Die
Linke, who is now retired from active
politics, has called Germany “an
American vassal in the Ukraine war”
he is indubitably right.

European public opinion pre-
dictably is being fed the idea that
Vladimir Putin is responsible for
these European woes. But even
before Putin decided to close down
the Nord Stream-I pipeline that
brought Russian gas to Europe,
European leaders were almost daily
talking about boycotting Russian
gas; Putin can therefore at best be
said to have effected what European
leaders wanted. Besides, to expect
Russia to keep supplying gas to
Europe because Europe needed it
(because of which gas was originally
exempted from the ambit of the
sanctions), while itself suffering
from the impact of the other sanc-
tions, is analogous to making the

absurd demand that Russia should
turn the other cheek when slapped
on one cheek. Those who unilateral-
ly impose sanctions on others should
be prepared for retaliation; in fact
the country at the receiving end of
sanctions has a right to retaliate and
those who impose sanctions should
be prepared for such retaliation.

But then it would be argued that
Putin’s culpability lies at a more fun-
damental level, namely interfering in
the freedom of Ukraine to decide
whether it wants to join NATO. Any
country, so the argument runs,
should have the freedom to join any
arrangement, and no other country
has a right to prevent its doing so.
But even if we forget about Western
assurances to Mikhail Gorbachev,
the last leader of the Soviet Union
that NATO will not be expanded east-
wards; even if we forget about the
American-sponsored overthrow of a
popularly-elected government in
Ukraine in 2014 that had wanted
friendly relations with Russia; even if
we forget about the fact that the
subsequent newly-installed govern-
ment in Ukraine, handpicked by the
American Neo-Con clique, has been
waging a war against the Russian-
majority Donbass region that has
claimed 14,000 lives before Russia’s
military intervention; and even if we
forget about the fact that the US has
800 military bases in 80 countries
around the globe whose sole aim is
to perpetuate American hegemony;
even if we forget all these facts and
simply look at the issue of a coun-
try’s freedom to join any arrange-
ment and install any weapons on its
own soil, which the Western powers
led by the US are now stressing, this
only raises the question: then why
did the US push the world to the
brink of a nuclear war for denying
that very freedom to Cuba during the
missile crisis of 1962?

EEUURROOPPEEAANN  BBEELLLLIIGGEERREENNCCEE  WWIILLLL
HHAAVVEE  DDAAMMAAGGIINNGG  CCOONNSSEEQQUUEENNCCEESS  

European belligerence vis-a-vis
Russia, following the American lead,
will not only have damaging eco-
nomic consequences; its political
fall-out will be disastrous: it will
push Europe not just to the Right, but
close to fascism. The immense bur-
dens that it will impose on the work-
ing class are recognised by every-
one, and also the fact that the work-
ing class will rise in resistance
against these burdens. But the “lib-
eral” political formations are uncon-

cerned about these burdens, whose
flip side is the massive profits being
made by oil companies that have
jacked up their profit-margins taking
advantage of the cessation of
Russian gas-supplies. (Likewise the
flip side of the taxes being levied on
the American people to finance US
military supplies to Ukraine for pro-
longing the war is the massive prof-
its being made by armaments manu-
facturers). What is unfortunate is
that even sections of the European
Left are willing to endorse these bel-
ligerent actions of their govern-
ments. A loud noise over the looming
disaster is being made by several
fascist groups, and their making this
noise is used by many Left groups as
an argument for not taking any ini-
tiative against these moves that hurt
the working class (for then they
would be seen as standing alongside
the fascists). In Germany for
instance it is the AfD, the fascist
group, that is protesting against the
actions of the government. Now, fas-
cist noise, given the ruthless oppor-
tunism of these groups, actually
means little. If they get into power
they will make a complete volte-face
and even act against their own sup-
porters who continue to raise their
own old slogans; but their getting
into power on the basis of these slo-
gans is precisely the danger. Italy is
expected to elect an extreme Right-
wing government, of which the fas-
cists descended from Mussolini’s
party will be an important part, in
the elections to be held on
September 25. But the portent is
that the ascendancy of fascism will
be more general in Europe, spread
across several countries, including,
frighteningly, even Germany. It is
this danger that Sahra
Wagenknecht, a leader of Die Linke
and its former co-chairperson, had
in mind when she asked her party to
organise social protests against the
government even though the Right
too was doing so. As she put it,
“Anyone who gives up correct and
popular positions just because some
of them are also represented by the
AfD has already lost the fight before
it even started” (MR Online,
September 18, 2022). Anglo-
American policy has always been to
keep Europe, especially Germany,
away from Russia, and the current
crop of European politicians has
completely bought this policy, unlike
many of their predecessors; Charles

De Gaulle for instance did not allow
a NATO base on French soil for he
thought that this would take away
from France, the decision on
whether or not to launch a war from
French hands. The desire to have an
independent position vis-à-vis the
Americans, and to promote peace in
Europe, had prompted Willy Brandt
when he was the German
Chancellor, to open out to Eastern
Europe through what was called
Ostpolitik. The lack of independence
of the current crop of European
leaders has been variously
explained. While some attribute it to
the sheer mediocrity of these lead-
ers, others see the close nexus
between them and the corporates
involved in activities directly bene-
fiting from war, such as armament
manufacturing, including even
American corporates. (The leader of
the CDU in Germany for instance,
which is the largest opposition party
today and to which former
Chancellor Angela Merkel had
belonged, Frederick Merz, is a for-
mer employee of BlackRock, the
American financial giant). But what-
ever be the reason, we are witness-
ing a situation that is reminiscent of
that prevailing in Europe on the eve
of the First World War: governments
completely cut-off from the com-
mon people had asked people, then
as now, to make sacrifices that have
no rationale from their point of view.

It is the desire to maintain a
unipolar world that explains the
Neo-Con-inspired Western con-
frontation with Russia and prevents
a negotiated solution to Russia’s
conflict with Ukraine. The Minsk
agreement supported by France and
Germany had provided the basis for
such a solution; but it was torpe-
doed by Britain and the United
States. Many, including Oscar
LaFontaine, believe that the Minsk
agreement can still provide the basis
for a negotiated settlement. A
ceasefire, followed by negotiations
along those lines can still avoid a
disaster; but the US has not stopped
dreaming of a regime change in
Russia: if the war drags on, it hopes
that there would be an internal
revolt against Putin from within his
own circle (with some instigation no
doubt from “outside”). The sooner
Europe takes an independent posi-
tion from the US and works for a
negotiated settlement, the better
for all concerned.

Europe’s Economic Hara-Kiri

MMaarrkk  WWoonngg

Have you ever wondered exactly how
many ants live on Earth? Possibly not, but
it's certainly a question we've asked our-
selves. Our research published today pro-
vides an approximate answer. We conserv-
atively estimate our planet harbours about
20 quadrillion ants. That's 20 thousand mil-
lion millions, or in numerical form,
20,000,000,000,000,000 (20 with 15
zeroes). We further estimate the world's
ants collectively constitute about 12 mil-
lion tonnes of dry carbon. This exceeds the
mass of all the world's wild birds and wild
mammals combined. It's also equal to
about one-fifth of the total weight of
humans.

Eminent biologist Edward O Wilson
once said insects and other invertebrates
are "the little things that run the world"
and he was right. Ants, in particular, are a
crucial part of nature. Among other roles,

ants aerate the soil, disperse seeds, break
down organic material, create habitat for
other animals and form an important part
of the food chain. Estimating ant numbers
and mass provides an important baseline
from which to monitor ant populations
amid worrying environmental changes.

CCoouunnttiinngg  tthhee  wwoorrlldd''ss  aannttss
There are more than 15,700 named

species and subspecies of ants, and many
others not yet named by science. Ants'
high degree of social organisation has
enabled them to colonise nearly all ecosys-
tems and regions around the globe. The
astounding ubiquity of ants has prompted
many naturalists to contemplate their
exact number on Earth. But these were
basically educated guesses. Systematic,
evidence-based estimates have been lack-
ing.

Our research involved an analysis of 489
studies of ant populations conducted by
fellow ant scientists from around the
world. This included non-English literature,
in languages such as Spanish, French,
German, Russian, Mandarin and
Portuguese. The research spanned all con-
tinents and major habitats including
forests, deserts, grasslands and cities.

They used standardised methods for col-
lecting and counting ants such as pitfall
traps and leaf litter samples. As you can
imagine, this is often tedious work.

From all this, we estimate there are
approximately 20 quadrillion ants on Earth.
This figure, though conservative, is
between two and 20 times higher than pre-
vious estimates. The previous figures
employed a "top-down" approach by
assuming ants comprise about 1% of the
world's estimated insect population. In
contrast, our "bottom-up" estimate is more
reliable because it uses data on ants
observed directly in the field and makes
fewer assumptions.

Our next step was to work out how
much all these ants weigh. The mass of
organisms is typically measured in terms

of their carbon makeup. We estimated that
20 quadrillion average-sized ants corre-
sponds to a dry weight or "biomass" of
approximately 12 million tonnes of carbon.

This is more than the combined biomass
of wild birds and mammals and about 20%
of total human biomass. Carbon makes up
about half the dry weight of an ant. If the
weight of other bodily elements was
included, the total mass of the world's ants
would be higher still. We also found ants
are distributed unevenly on Earth's sur-
face. They vary sixfold between habitats
and generally peak in the tropics. This
underscores the importance of tropical
regions in maintaining healthy ant popula-
tions. Ants were also particularly abundant
in forests, and surprisingly, in arid regions.
But they become less common in human-
made habitats.

Our findings come with a few caveats.
For example, the sampling locations in our
dataset are unevenly distributed across
geographic regions. And the vast majority
of samples were collected from the ground
layer, meaning we have very little informa-
tion about ant numbers in trees or under-
ground. This means our findings are some-
what incomplete.

WWee  aallll  nneeeedd  aannttss
Ants also provide vital "ecosystem

services" for humans. For instance, a
recent study found ants can be more
effective than pesticides at helping farm-
ers produce food. Ants have also devel-
oped tight interactions with other organ-
isms and some species cannot survive
without them. For example, some birds
rely on ants to flush out their prey. And
thousands of plant species either feed or
house ants in exchange for protection, or
dispersal of their seeds. And many ants
are predators, helping to keep popula-
tions of other insects in check.
Alarmingly, global insect numbers are
declining due to threats such as habitat
destruction and fragmentation, chemical
use, invasive species and climate
change. But data on insect biodiversity is
alarmingly scarce. We hope our study
provides a baseline for further research
to help fill this gap. It's in humanity's
interest to monitor ant populations.
Counting ants is not difficult, and citizen
scientists from all over the world could
help investigate how these important
animals are faring at a time of great envi-
ronmental change. 

Earth harbours 20,000,000,000,000,000 ants

PRABHAT PATNAIK

 They weigh more
than wild birds and
mammals combined
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GST amendment

Chandigarh: The
Punjab Cabinet on
Monday gave the ap-
proval to amend the
Punjab Goods and
Services Tax Act, 2017,
to enable ease of
doing business in the
state and facilitating
the taxpayers. The
amendment will also
help in streamlining
provisions relating to
refunds and rational-
ising those related to
the furnishing of re-
turns. his will also en-
sure levying of inter-
est only on input tax
credit wrongly availed
and utilised, said an
official release. The
Punjab Cabinet held a
meeting under the
chairmanship of
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann at
his official residence
here, ahead of the
state Assembly ses-
sion, which has been
convened on Tuesday.

Brand identity
New Delhi: IT servic-
es company HCL
Technologies on
Monday unveiled its
new brand identity
and logo, which it said
is underpinned by the
distinct positioning of
'Supercharging
Progress', reflecting
its commitment to
clients, people, and
communities. The
new 'HCLTech' brand
and logo will be at the
heart of its go-to-mar-
ket strategy and rep-
resent its differentiat-
ed portfolio of servic-
es and products that
enable digital trans-
formation for enter-
prises at scale, accord-
ing to a company
statement.

Appointment

Mumbai: Indian
Electrical and
Electronics
Manufacturers'
Association (IEEMA)
on Monday an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Rohit Pathak
as its new president
for 2022-23. Pathak,
CEO of Birla Copper
(Hindalco Industries
Limited), took over
the reins from Vipul
Ray at the 75th annual
general meeting of
the association on
Monday, IEEMA said
in a statement. "Our
focus for the year
would be to help the
association and mem-
bers explore and pur-
sue emerging growth
areas (e-mobility, re-
newables, exports to
EU/US as they look
for China+1 sources).

Resignation
New Delhi: Google
India's government af-
fairs and public policy
head Archana Gulati,
who had joined the
tech giant just five
months back after
quitting government
service, has resigned
from her post, sources
said. An economics
graduate and a Ph.D.
from IIT-Delhi, Gulati
was Joint Secretary
(Digital
Communications) at
NITI Aayog, a govern-
ment think tank that
advises the Union gov-
ernment on policy, be-
fore she joined Google
India.

New Delhi, Sep 27:  

Economic affairs secre-
tary Ajay Seth on Tuesday
dismissed the concerns
over depletion of forex re-
serve as "overblown" and
said India has fairly large
reserve to tide over the
current situation. Foreign
exchange reserves were
down for a seventh contin-
uous week, dropping to
USD 545.65 billion on
September 16. The re-
serves, which have been
dipping as the central
bank deploys the kitty to
defend the currency amid
a pressure caused majorly
by global developments,
had declined by USD 2.23

billion to USD 550.87 bil-
lion in the previous week.
"There has been a deple-
tion as inflows have come
down and trade deficit is
higher...I don't see this as
a concern, India has fairly
large reserves to tide over
this situation," Seth said.
After hitting a record low
at 81.67 against dollar on
Monday, the rupee recov-
ered on Tuesday and
closed at 81.58 against the
greenback.

Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday had said "due to
the strength of our micro-
economic fundamentals,
rupee is holding out well.
The rate of fall of other
currencies vis- -vis
against the US dollar has
been sharply much more
than the Indian rupee".

Speaking at CNN-
News18's Townhall, she
had said Indian currency
is far better than many
other currencies which
have fallen far pathetical-
ly against the dollar.
"Now what is our strate-
gy? The interventions, if
at all, the RBI makes
using the Indian re-
serves, which I think
(USD) 75 billion has been
used, essentially to stop
fluctuations, the severe

volatilities. The RBI is
not aiming to fixing rate,
the exchange rate and
the government doesn't
believe in it," she had
said. The RBI's interven-
tion is to avoid the fluctu-
ations, she had said.
India's forex reserve had
hit an all-time high of
USD 642.453 billion in the
week ending September
3, 2021.

Currencies across the
world were impacted
after the US Federal
Reserve last week raised
the benchmark lending
rate by 75 basis points to
a range of 3-3.25 per cent.
The economic affairs sec-
retary said the govern-
ment intends to stick to
fiscal deficit target of 6.4
per cent for the current
fiscal ending March 2023.

India has fairly large
forex reserve: Ajay Seth
̈ To deal with 

current situation

New Delhi, Sep 27: 

Billionaire Gautam
Adani on Tuesday said
China will feel increasing-
ly isolated as rising na-
tionalism, shift in supply
chains and technology re-
strictions threaten the
world's second-biggest
economy. This is because
globalization, of which
China was seen as the fore-
most champion, is at an in-
flection point. "It will look
very different from what
we had come to accept in a
largely unipolar world," he
said.

China's Belt and Road
initiative has run into re-
sistance in many coun-
tries, the founder and
chairman of Adani Group
said at a conference in
Singapore. "I anticipate
that China - that was seen
as the foremost champion
of globalization - will feel
increasingly isolated.
Increasing nationalism,

supply chain risk mitiga-
tion, and technology re-
strictions will have an im-
pact," he said. China's Belt
and Road initiative was ex-
pected to be a demonstra-
tion of its global ambi-
tions, but the resistance
now makes it challenging,
he said adding the proper-
ty market meltdown has
drawn comparisons with
what happened to the
Japanese economy during
the 'lost decade' of the
1990s.

China to feel increasingly
isolated: Adani

Kolkata, Sep 27:  

Chief Economic
Advisor (CEA) V Anantha
Nageswaran said the
Indian economy was on
the path to recovery but
cautioned that foreign in-
vestors may remain cau-
tious because of geopoliti-
cal challenges. Speaking at
a virtual seminar organ-
ised by Swadeshi Research
Institute, he said all sec-
tors of the economy such
as agriculture, manufac-
turing and construction
are "doing well". "The
Indian economy is show-
ing resilience and on the
path to recovery. Private
demand and the services
sector are doing better

than expected," he said.
Private capital formation
is taking place, while for-
eign direct investment
(FDI) flow is keeping
steady, he said. However,
there are challenges, and
geopolitics is messy for
which foreign investors
are cautious, the CEA
said. Noting that India has
a "well-capitalised bank-

ing sector", the economist
said, the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
also played a big part in
"improving the health of
the banking system"
which had high NPAs due
to the financial crisis of
2008. The economy is
going to see "good capital
formation for good credit
growth", he said.
Nageswaran, an academic
and former executive with
Credit Suisse Group AG
and Julius Baer Group,
also stated, "Inflation in
India is now at seven per
cent. But we are worried
about this rate which
shows the country is be-
coming less tolerant to it
(inflation)." 

Indian economy showing
resilience and recovery: CEANew Delhi, Sep 27:  

The government has decided to
postpone the release of the new
Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) and
extend the existing one by six
months on account of global
uncertainties and currency fluc-
tuations. The government was
scheduled to announce the new
FTP by the end of September.
The current policy was to end
on September 30. Additional
Secretary in the Department of
Commerce, Amit Yadav, said
there were demands from dif-
ferent quarters, including
industry associations and
export promotion councils, to
extend the policy and not intro-
duce the new one at this time.
They have stated that currently
there are challenges like global
uncertainties and currency fluc-
tuations. There was also a view

to align the rollout of the new
policy with the new financial
year. A notification in this
regard will be issued by the
Directorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT). "We will have to
defer the release of the new
policy. The existing policy will
be continued," Yadav told
reporters here on Monday. He
added the decision was taken
after holding consultations with
all the stakeholders, including
export promotion councils. An
official statement said in recent
days, exporters and industry
bodies have strongly urged the
government that in view of the
prevailing volatile global eco-
nomic and geopolitical situa-
tion, it would be advisable to
extend the current policy for
some time, and undertake more
consultations before coming out
with the new policy.

Govt extends Foreign
Trade Policy by 6 months

Mumbai, Sep 27:  

Even as MCX decided not
to renew its software con-
tract with 63 Moons after
September 30, the commodi-
ty bourse expects glitch-free
trading till its transition to a
new trading platform from
TCS over the next three-four
months.

Meanwhile, 63 Moons
Technologies, the trading
platform vendor to the ex-
change, in exchange filings
on Monday said, MCX will
be taking a huge risk by
being confident of not facing
any technical/software
glitches after September 30
when their contract ends
along with service support
and that in the event of any
eventuality they will deploy
third parties to rectify the is-

sues, which if done so will
be illegal and will be at the
expenses of the large num-
bers of investors and traders
on the exchange. "The soft-
ware support and mainte-
nance agreement between 63
Moons and Multi-
Commodity Exchange,
amended on September 27,
2014, would end on
September 30, 2022. As the
agreement is not being re-
newed, MCX's right to con-
tinue to use the exchange
technology software (with
no access to source code to
rectify issues or bugs that
may arise) shall be subject to
any regulatory restrictions.
"MCX shall not be entitled to
receive any software support
after September 30 if the
trading or settlement system
halts for any reason.

New trading software from TCS
to take at least 3-4 months: MCX

New Delhi, Sep 27: 

Nearly 50 per cent of
prospective buyers are ex-
pecting housing prices to
rise in coming months
amid revival in demand,
according to a joint survey
conducted by Housing.com
and industry body
NAREDCO. As per the sur-
vey findings, 47 per cent of
respondents prefer to in-
vest in real estate, while 21
per cent prefer to invest in
the stock market, 16 per
cent in fixed deposits and
15 per cent in gold. Realty
portal Housing.com and
NAREDCO (National Real
Estate Development
Council) on Monday re-
leased the 'Residential
Realty Consumer
Sentiment Survey H2 2022'
report. They conducted a
joint survey with over

1,000 participants to gauge
consumer sentiment. In
the survey, 48 per cent of
respondents anticipate
prices to rise further in the
coming months, while 58
per cent of homebuyers
who are primarily end-
users are looking for
ready-to-move-in property,
Housing.com said in a
statement.

"India's residential mar-
ket has seen a sharp re-
vival in demand after the
second wave of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The rising
cost of borrowing, in-

crease in input costs and
strong demand has result-
ed in a rise in housing
prices," said Dhruv
Agarwala, Group CEO -
H o u s i n g . c o m ,
PropTiger.com &
Makaan.com. Many listed
real estate developers have
reported that they have in-
creased prices of their
apartments in the last one
year to offset rise in input
cost and also improve prof-
it margins. Agarwala ex-
pects housing demand to
remain strong in the up-
coming quarter on the
back of strong consumer
sentiment and the season-
al uplift in demand during
the festive season.

The survey found out
that homebuyers are cau-
tious yet optimistic about
the economic scenario for
the coming months.

Housing prices seen rising
in coming months: Survey

New Delhi, Sep 27:  

Hardeep Singh Puri,
Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas & Housing and
Urban Affairs in the pres-
ence of General (Dr.) V K
Singh (Retd.) Minister of
State for Civil Aviation and
Road Transport and
Highways, launched
AVGAS 100 LL, special avia-
tion fuel meant for piston
engine aircrafts and
Unmanned Ariel Vehicles.
Currently India is import-
ing this product from
European countries. The
launch event hosted by
IndianOil at Hindan
Airforce Station witnessed
participation by senior offi-
cials from Indian Airforce,
senior officials from
MoPNG and MoCA and of-
ficials from Flying Training
Organizations (FTOs).
Launching the indigenous
AVGAS 100 LL, Puri said,

“We are undergoing a re-
markable transformation
which is almost revolution-
ary. We are reducing de-
pendence on imported fuels
by promoting biofuel blend-
ing, green hydrogen and in-
troduction of electric vehi-
cles.”

Highlighting the impor-
tance of launch of indige-
nous AV GAS 100 LL, the
Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas mentioned
that the launch of indige-

nous AV GAS 100 LL is im-
portant to serve the needs of
a thriving aviation industry
with increase in footfall on
airports, rise in number of
aircrafts and Flying
Training Organisations
(FTOs) in trainee aircrafts
for pilot training in future.
As the demand for air trans-
port in India is expected to
increase manifolds in the
future, there is going to be a
huge demand for trained pi-
lots also.

Hardeep Singh Puri
launches AVGAS 100 LL

Mumbai, Sep 27: 

Mobil, a leading brand
of engine oil in India has
partnered with the most
awaited action thriller
‘Vikram Vedha’ slated for
a worldwide release on
September 30 in over 100
countries. Through its
partnership with this
much-awaited film star-
ring Hrithik Roshan, Saif
Ali Khan and Radhika
Apte, Mobil aims to high-
light its brand values of
driving human progress,
building confidence, and
enabling customers to un-
lock their true potential.

Vikram Vedha is an ac-
tion-thriller written & di-
rected by Pushkar-
Gayatri. The story of
Vikram Vedha is full of
twists and turns, as a
tough cop Vikram (Saif
Ali Khan) sets out to track
and chase a dreaded gang-

ster Vedha (Hrithik
Roshan). What unfolds is a
cat-and-mouse chase,
where Vedha - a master
storyteller helps Vikram
peel back layers through a
series of stories leading to
thought-provoking moral
ambiguities.

Commenting on the as-
sociation, Vipin Rana,
CEO, ExxonMobil
Lubricants Pvt Ltd, said,
“The fundamental value
that defines our business
is a strongcommitment to
support our customers in
their journey of growth
and progress. Partnering
with films like ‘Vikram
Vedha,’ which present
compelling stories that
resonate with people
across linguistic and geo-
graphic differences, is a
part of our strategy to be
closer to our customers
and underline our differ-
entiating strengths.

Mobil associates with
‘Vikram Vedha’, the most

awaited action thriller

Hyderabad, Sep 27: 

Tata Motors, India’s
largest commercial vehi-
cle manufacturer,today set
new benchmarks in
India’s rapidly growing
pickup segment with the-
launch of the Yodha 2.0,
Intra V20 bi-fuel and Intra
V50. These rugged and
tough pickups come with
bold new design and offer
the highest load-carrying
capacity, largest deck
length, longest range and
are equipped with several
modern features essential
for a safe and comfortable
drive. Designed and engi-
neered to cater to a wide
variety of urban and rural
applications, the new
Yodha 2.0, Intra V20 bi-fuel
and Intra V50 are ideal to
service the diverse mobili-
ty needs of the fast-
growingagriculture, poul-

try and dairy sectors as
well as the expanding de-
livery requirements of
FMCG,e-commerce and lo-
gistics sectors. Each of
these pickups offer the low-
est total cost of ownership
in their category to enable
our customers earn maxi-
mum profits. Tata Motors
commemorated the launch
of India’s best pickups by
delivering 750 of them to
customers across the coun-
try. Launching the new
range of pickups, Mr.

Girish Wagh, Executive
Director, Tata Motors, said,
“Our small commercial ve-
hicles are renowned for
providing livelihoods to
millionsof customersand
enabling their success. As
theirambitionfor business
growth and a better life
turns bolder, they will dis-
cover an ideal match in
our new range of pickup-
sas these have been spe-
cially co-developed to ad-
dress their evolving aspi-
rations.

Tata Motors sets new benchmarks
in pickups withYodha 2.0

Rupee rises 9 paise

to close at 81.58

against US dollar
Mumbai, Sep 27: 

The rupee consolidated
in a narrow range and set-
tled 9 paise higher at 81.58
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday as the
American currency retreat-
ed from its elevated levels.
At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened at
81.45 against the greenback.
It witnessed an intra-day
high of 81.30 and a low of
81.64 during the session. It
finally ended at 81.58, up 9
paise from its previous
close. This is the first gain
after four consequent ses-
sions of losses for the
rupee, during which it lost
193 paise against the
American dollar. On
Monday, the rupee plunged
58 paise to close at an all-
time low of 81.67 against
the dollar. "Rupee consoli-
dated in a narrow range
after falling to fresh lows in
Monday's session.

New Delhi, Sep 27: 

Economic grouping
OECD in a report on
Monday retained the GDP
growth projections for
India at 6.9 per cent for the
current financial year de-
spite the global economy
losing momentum in wake
of the Russia-Ukraine war.
The projection by the
Organisation for
Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD)
is lower than the Reserve
Bank's growth forecast of
7.2 for 2022-23.

The growth last year
(2021-22) was 8.7 per cent.
Indian economy expanded
by 13.5 per cent in the
April-June quarter, se-
quentially higher than 4.10
per cent in the January-
March period. "Softer ex-
ternal demand is a factor
in India's projected slow-
down from 8.7 per cent an-
nual growth in FY2021-22
to around 7 per cent in FY
2022-23 and around 5 per

cent in FY 2023-24, but this
still represents rapid
growth in the context of a
weak global economy," the
OECD's latest Interim
Economic Outlook said. In
the June 2022 Economic
Outlook, the OECD pro-
jected the GDP growth for
India at 6.9 per cent.

The global economy has
lost momentum in the
wake of Russia's war of
aggression in Ukraine,
which is dragging down
growth and putting addi-
tional upward pressure on
inflation worldwide, ac-
cording to the OECD's lat-
est Interim Economic
Outlook.

The outlook projects
global growth at a modest
3 per cent this year before
slowing further to just 2.2
per cent in 2023. This is
well below the pace of eco-
nomic growth projected
prior to the war and repre-
sents around USD 2.8 tril-
lion in foregone global out-
put in 2023, it said.

Sensex, Nifty end
marginally lower

Mumbai, Sep 27:  

Equity benchmark
Sensex and Nifty ended
marginally down on
Tuesday tracking losses in
metal, banking and finan-
cial stocks. Investors also
remained concerned over
persistent foreign fund
outflows, traders said.
Falling for the fifth consec-
utive session, the 30-share
BSE index ended 37.70
points or 0.07 per cent
lower at 57,107.52.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty
shed 8.90 points or 0.05 per
cent to close at 17,007.40.

OECD retains India GDP growth
projection at 6.9 pc for FY’23

B
havika Sharma who
plays the role of con-
stable Santosh

Sharma in Maddam Sir
shared "My first interna-
tional trip was to
Thailand, and although it
was a work trip I explored
the place all by myself.
That has been one of my
most memorable experi-
ences. I have always trav-
elled with my family, but
this was my first solo trip
and that too international,
so it was really special.

The vibrancy of the
country and the pic-

ture-perfect beaches
is something I ab-

solutely fell in
love with.

Thailand is a
c o m p l e t e
food para-
dise for peo-
ple who love
to explore

the regional
a u t h e n t i c

flavours of Thai.
I have a long list

of places to visit on
my bucket list and

Greece is the one place
that tops the list. I want to
plan a trip to Greece soon.”

Sheezan Khan, portray-
ing the role of Alibaba in
Sony SAB’s Alibaba
Dastaan-e-Kabul said, “Just

before the pandemic my
friends and I took a fun

trip to Manali. I al-
most took a break in

3 years and en-
joyed it to the

fullest. From
long walks in

freezing cold
t e m p e r a -

tures, and relishing good
food to bike rides in the
chilly mountains, the three
of us had a lot of fun.
Recently I had the chance to
visit Leh Ladakh for the
shoot of my new show
Alibaba Dastaan-e-Kabul.
While it was a work trip, the
best memory from the
Ladakh trip has to be star
gazing. I’ve seen 12-15 falling
stars and it was the best feel-
ing ever! I believe zindagi
mei aap Jahan enjoy karna
chahte ho waha kar sakte
ho I’ve done it.

'Ek Vivaah... Aisa Bhi'
actress Isha Koppikar

discussed her plan of cele-
brating the auspicious oc-
casion of Navratri and
also briefed about differ-
ent colours that are linked
with each day of the festiv-
ity.

She said: "As we all
know, each day of
Navratri stands for a par-
ticular colour and has
some significance, so I try
to coordinate with the

colours defined for each
day. Each day of the
Navratri festival has a ded-
icated colour and signifi-
cance attached to it."

According to her, each
colour has a different
meaning. She explained:
"The nine colours namely
orange, white, red, royal
blue, yellow green, grey,
purple and pink signify
energy, purity, fearless-
ness, prosperity, happi-
ness, growth, strength,
power of intellect and
compassion respectively."

Isha has been part of
several Tamil, Telugu
Kannada and Hindi films
including 'Dil Ka Rishta',
'Kyaa Kool Hain Hum',
'Fiza' and others.

She opened up about
her celebration
plans, saying: "The
festival brings with
it a different level
of joy and beats in
the air, infecting
people of all ages.
This year, I will
definitely take

time out to go
and enjoy the
traditional
Dandiya and

Garba nights
with my

friends.

A
ctress Sadaa, who
has turned a
wildlife photogra-

pher in recent times, has
said that she cannot com-
promise on her dignity
and self-esteem in life no
matter what and that she
cuts herself off from peo-
ple who try to break her
self-esteem.

Taking to Instagram,
the actress posted a clip
from her recent inter-
view to a media outlet,
and wrote, "Straight from
the heart answer to a
question least expected
for an interview meant
for the promotions of a
web series.. "Caring for
self, is not being selfish as
most people would like
you to believe. The ones

who expect you to put
them over your self re-
spect or happiness, are
the ones who are actually
selfish! Best to stay away
from them for your own
peace…" In the video clip,
the actress is asked the
question, 'When people
try to break your self es-
teem?' Sadaa replies, "I
cut off. For me, my self-es-
teem, my dignity, my
pride come here (point-
ing to the top) and I can-
not compromise on that
aspect of my life no mat-
ter what. If anyone
even tries to tamper a
little bit with it, I am
like completely dis-
connected. This is a
closed thing/chap-
ter."

B
ollywood diva Kareena Kapoor Khan has
tagged her actor-husband Saif Ali Khan
and actor Hrithik Roshan, with whom she

has worked in films such as 'Yaadein', 'Kabhi
Khushi Khabhie Gham' and 'Main Prem Ki

Deewani Hoon' as best actors. The actress, who
is known for her pout, also called their upcoming

film 'Vikram Vedha' a "blockbuster". She took to her
Instagram story and shared a poster of the film and
wrote: "Best film, best actors, best story, best direc-
tors, what a film... a blockbuster. 'Vikram Vedha' is
an action-thriller written & directed by Pushkar-
Gayatri. The story of Vikram Vedha is full of twists
and turns, as the tough cop Vikram sets out to track
and chase a dreaded gangster Vedha. 'Vikram
Vedha' is presented by Gulshan Kumar, T-Series and

Reliance Entertainment in association with Friday
Filmworks & Jio Studios and a YNOT Studios
Production. The film is directed by Pushkar and

Gayatri and produced
by Bhushan Kumar &

S. Sashikanth and
R e l i a n c e
Entertainment.
'Vikram Vedha'
will hit the big
screens globally
on September 30.

ACROSS

1. List of candidates

6. Back talk

10. Cease

14. France's capital

15. Emerald ____

16. Perfume

17. Single items

18. Terror

19. "Mona ____"

20. ____ agent (2 wds.)

22. Grain

23. Sixth sense (abbr.)

24. Mother ____

26. That gal

29. Vulgar

33. Wages

34. Tent post

35. Actress ____ Keaton

39. Vigilant

41. Downhearted

42. Brought to a close

43. Cowboys' contest

44. Things

46. Achieved

47. Come before

49. Crafty

50. Unobserved

53. Mule's father

56. Actress ____ Hayworth

57. Rule

64. Tempo

65. Raw metals

66. Shelflike rock

67. Land measure

68. Shade of green

69. Narrates

70. Must have

71. Smaller amount

72. Icy precipitation

DOWN

1. Goad
2. Highway section
3. Opera highlight
4. Baron, e.g.
5. Highway curves
6. Filter
7. Out of port
8. Bed board
9. Tranquil
10. Dairy cow
11. French farewell
12. Defeated one
13. Vocation
21. Dog's name
25. Chile's mountains
26. Shadowbox
27. Angel's headgear

28. Gazed at

30. Fundamental

31. Hockey shoe

32. Surrendered

34. Shop

36. Says further

37. Singer ____ Diamond

38. Water whirl

40. Did again

45. Dinner or lunch

48. Register

50. Of the city

51. Brother's daughter

52. Gaze steadily

54. Epsom ____

55. Strong metal

58. Famed canal

59. Ring stones

60. Takes advantage of

61. Out of work

62. Look at amorously

63. Robin's residence
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Too many people may be making demands
on your time right now, Aquarius. Some
may have genuine concerns and need your
assistance, but others have definite agen-
das that they really should deal with on
their own. Use your intuition to tell the dif-
ference because you won't be able to help
them all. A female friend might have the
most urgent need.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A lot of creative work may need to be fin-
ished by today, Pisces. If you're profession-
ally involved with writing, a deadline may
loom. It could be difficult to get it done
because family members and friends could
constantly call and text, which keeps you
from concentrating. The best course of
action might be to go somewhere quiet, like
a library, and do your work there. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

What's happening in your community today
that attracts crowds, Aries? A parade? A fes-
tival of some kind? Some friends may want
you to go with them, but you hesitate for
many different reasons. Go if you want to
but take necessary precautions. You could
meet some interesting people. If you don’t
go, find another way to have fun. You
deserve it.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may be too free with your money right
now, Taurus. You're usually careful with it, but
the spirit of generosity and abundance is def-
initely upon you. You're more inclined to be
generous with those you care about. After all
is said and done, you could panic, but don't.
You're good at making money. A little belt
tightening later is entirely possible, and it
won't hurt you. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You usually love to talk, Gemini, but right
now you've probably reached your limit.
You've attended a number of virtual gather-
ings and talked to a lot of people over the
past week or so, and now you want to sit
quietly at home. If friends or family mem-
bers insist on your chatting with them, don't
be afraid to say no. Everyone knows how
busy you've been. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Have you been indulging in too many goodies,
Cancer? You might feel under the weather
because of all this abundance. You probably
should take it easy. Think about reorganizing your
priorities. Is a second piece of chocolate cake
more important than your energy and health?
Indulging can be important to your psyche, but
don't forget about moderation - and don't forget
that there are many other ways to indulge.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

It has been said that you can never have
too many friends, Leo, but today you might
wonder if perhaps you do. Your phone
could be ringing off the hook. One person
after another will be soliciting you for
advice and your famous shoulder to cry on.
Be patient. One day you may need that per-
son to be there for you. Try to listen and
keep your sense of humor about you.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A small gathering of some kind could
attract you and your family tonight, Virgo.
Perhaps you will arrange to meet some
friends there, if possible. You may feel
good just being out with those you love,
but you're likely to be tired by the end of
the event. Make sure you fortify yourself
with nourishing food during the day. Take
care of yourself so you can have some fun.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Too many phone calls may be on the
agenda today, Libra. You might also
have a few last-minute errands to run in
your neighborhood. It won't be easy,
probably because of unexpected delays,
closures and traffic. Nonetheless, your
sense of excitement and enthusiasm will
help you tolerate conditions that would
normally be very frustrating. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may have lost your usual control of
the purse strings and spent too much
money lately, Scorpio. Don't worry about
it. It's all been for a good cause. It's noth-
ing you can't handle, and certainly not
enough to bankrupt you. The situation is
only temporary anyway. The financial
picture looks great for you in the months
to come. Make the most of it!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Generally, you're a very sociable per-
son, Sagittarius, and today you won’t
want to slow down. Invitations to par-
ties, from intimate coffee klatches to
big neighborhood bashes, continue to
come in, but you weigh the pros and
cons of attending carefully now. Saying
no goes against your nature because
you don't want to miss anything. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You and other members of your household
might suddenly decide to do one more thor-
ough house cleaning, Capricorn. Usually
this would be a good idea, but today it does-
n't really need it, and you might work too
hard and do too much. Do you really need to
clean your closets now? Dust and vacuum,
then spruce it up with some decorations,
and that should be enough for now. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Kareena calls Saif,
Hrithik ‘best actors',

declares ‘Vikram
Vedha’a ‘blockbuster’ S

tar Bharat is a one-
stop destination for
intriguing contents

and entertainment filled
dramas. With viewers fa-
vorite shows Star Bharat
has always strived the
viewers’ heart. One of the
Star Bharat’s long run-
ning show Radha Krishna
has made a place in the
viewer’s heart.
Portraying the eternal
love story of
RadhaKrishn, the show
has embarked on a long
journey and now it is
completing its 4th year on
4th of October 2022 mark-
ing its fourth anniversary.

Celebrating the step-
ping stone of this journey
of 4 long years, the show
will now be seen on a new
time slot as it’s demanded
by the viewers. Radha
Krishna has always hit
the right chord of the au-
dience making a connec-
tion with its viewers.
Sumedha Mudgalkar and
Mallika Singh play the
lead roles of Krishna and
Radha respectively.
Expressing their grati-

tude and happiness
Sumedh and Mallika talk
about their journey so far
and the new time slot of
the show.

Sumedh says, “It’s been
a wonderul journey. I feel
immense gratitude for
what the show

Radhakrishn has given
me. The love I get from the
audience is something I
feel blessed to have. It’s
great to see we are about
to reach the 4th
Anniversary of
Radhakrishn. All of this
is just possible because of

the audience and the
blessings they showered. I
thank all of them with my
whole heart and I hope
the audience will appreci-
ate us and keep loving our
show which will now air
on a new time i.e 7:30 PM
every Monday-Saturday

only on Star Bharat.
Mallika Singh says,

“I’m overjoyed with the
news that we’ve complet-
ed 4 years of
RadhaKrishn already. It
feels like yesterday that
we started shooting on
set. 4 years and 1000 plus
episodes already it’s an
achievement for all of us
and I would like to thank
team RadhaKrishn, Star
Bharat and each and
everyone associated with
our show and our audi-
ence for giving us so
much love throughout
these years. I hope the
viewers will shower the
same love on us and the
show for many more
years coming ahead. I
wish everyone a Happy
4th anniversary from
team RadhaKrishn and
do not forget to watch the
show on Star Bharat now
at 7:30 PM every Monday-
Saturday”.

Stay tuned to watch
RadhaKrishn now at 7:30
PM every Monday-
Saturday only on Star
Bharat.

‘RadhaKrishn’ celebrates a
milestone of completing 4 years

I disconnect from people
who try to break my 

self-esteem, says Sadaa

Isha Koppikar briefs about
relevance of different

colours in Navratri

Sony SAB artists share
experience on Int’l trip



Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 27 (PTI):

India will be looking to
round off their T20 World
Cup preparation with a
marked improvement in
their death bowling be-
sides providing crucial
game time to its untested
players in the three-match
series against South
Africa, beginning here on
Wednesday.

India skipper Rohit
Sharma, expectedly, sin-
gled out death bowling as
an area that requires im-
provement following the
series win over Australia.

The hosts will be with-
out two of their key
bowlers, Hardik Pandya
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
who have been rested
ahead of the ICC event
next month.

Mohammad Shami, who
is one of the World Cup re-
serves, is yet to recover
from COVID-19 and will be
missing the three games
against the Proteas after
being unavailable the rub-
ber against Australia.

Harshal Patel did not
have the best of times in
his comeback series
against Australia but he
will be expected to get
back to his best in the final
three games before the

World Cup.
His career economy rate

stands at 9.05 but he con-
ceded more than 12 runs
per overs against the
Aussies.

Deepak Chahar, who is
also on standby for the
Word Cup, did not get a

game in the previous se-
ries and he could get a
chance if the team decides
to rotate its pacers over
the three games.

Arshdeep Singh will re-
turn to bolster the team's
resources in the slog
overs, making an effective

combination alongside
Jasprit Bumrah, who will
aiming to regain his full
rhythm after coming back
from injury.

In the the series decider
against Australia,
Yuzvendra Chahal showed
what he can do if the ball
is gripping and turning
after looking flat in the
first two games. Keeping
the Australian conditions
in mind, the wily leg-spin-
ner will be looking to up
his game on docile pitches.

As Rohit spoke about
the importance of giving
all the players game time
ahead of the World Cup, R
Ashwin could get a look
in. In the batting depart-
ment, K L Rahul would
like to make the most of
these three games after
missing out in the last two
games against Australia.

With Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma are looking
in good touch, it is impor-
tant that Rahul too is in
full flow before the team
travels to Australia.

Dinesh Karthik got to
play all of eights balls
against Australia and
Rohit has already said the
designated finisher in the

squad needs more time in
the middle.

World Cup bound
Deepak Hooda will end up
missing all the six games
before the mega event as
he has been ruled out of
the South Africa T20s with
a back injury. Shreyas Iyer
is expected to take Hooda's
place in the squad.

Over the next week,
India will be competing
against a team they are yet
to beat at home in a bilat-
eral series. South Africa
and India will face each
other in a group game in
Australia and though con-
ditions are totally differ-
ent here, both teams can
pick out areas to target in
the coming three games.

"The pitches in
Australia will be different
and ground size will be a
lot bigger, but as a bowler
there is always something
you can work on. It is a
great opportunity to be
bowling at these Indian
batters and pick up on a
few things and use against
them in the World Cup,"
said Tabraiz Shamsi.

All eyes will also be on
the young Tristian Stubbs
who has made the World
Cup squad on the back of
his good show in franchise
cricket.
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India look to address death bowling 

concerns in final tune up ahead of T20 WC
Match starts 7 PM IST.

Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 27 (PTI):

South Africa captain
Temba Bavuma feels facing
the swinging ball in the
powerplay will be one of
the main challenges for his
team in the three-match T20
series against India, begin-
ning here on Wednesday.

India relied on their bat-
ting might to bounce back
from being 0-1 down to post
a 2-1 win in the recently-
concluded three-T20 series
against Australia.

The focus will now shift
to an identical match-up
against the Proteas, the
final dress rehearsal for
both the teams before the
T20 World Cup in Australia
next month.

"Facing the new ball
bowlers (in India) is quite
challenging, they make the
ball to swing and move in
quite a bit, a bit more than
what we are accustomed to
in South Africa. That's obvi-
ously a challenge you have
to manoeuvre around," the
South African white-ball
skipper said on the eve of
the opening T20 here.

The chinks in India's
pace bowling armour were
badly exposed in the three-
match T20s against
Australia. In the series de-
cider in Hyderabad on
Sunday, the two seasoned

pace duo of Jasprit
Bumrah and Bhuvneshwar
Kumar together conceded
79 runs from seven overs,
with the latter claiming one
wicket. Harshal Patel, who
is considered a death over
specialist, also was a big let-
down and the South
African skipper knows
what it takes to succeed in
India. "The key is to limit
the damage and not allow
the wickets to fall and try
and get the momentum
going. But yeah, Bhuvi and
Bumrah they always chal-
lenge you with the new ball
up front," he added.

Bhuvneshwar, by the
way, is rested for the series

ahead of the World Cup as
the pace workload will be
shared among Bumrah,
Umesh Yadav, Patel and
Arshdeep Singh.

India's batting looks in
safe hands with Virat
Kohli's return to form and
Rohit Sharma leading from
the front.

"Obviously, those -- Rohit
and Virat -- are big names
with big pedigree behind
them, and obviously as you
saw in their last while their
performances have boosted
the confidence of the team.

"We expect to come lead-
ing from the front, and good
for us to come up against
the best. You expect those
guys to bring a lot of confi-
dence and X-factor into the
team," the South African
skipper said. That said,
Bavuma will have an 'unfin-
ished business' as their last
series -- a five-match T20I
rubber -- ended in a 2-2 re-
sult after rain washed out
the decider in Bengaluru.

"The last time we were
here we were tested, we
were challenged, but I think
we answered it quite well.
We expect this to be a good
series, a competitive one as
well. This is the last series
before the World Cup, we
will be looking to fill up the
gaps whatever they are," he
added.

Facing new ball quite a 
challenge in India: Bavuma

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy returned to the
top 15 after a string of im-
pressive performances in
the latest BWF World
Rankings released on
Tuesday.

Prannoy, who reached
back-to-back quarterfinals
at the World
Championships and Japan
Open Super 750, jumped a
spot to 15th.

Young Lakshya Sen con-
tinued to be the top-ranked

Indian at the ninth posi-
tion in the men's rankings,
while Kidambi Srikanth
rose a rung to 11th.

Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu, who
had skipped the World
Championships and Japan
Open due to an injury, re-
mained static on sixth in
the womens' list.

London Olympics
bronze medallist Saina
Nehwal, on the other
hand, moved one place to
31st. The men's doubles
pair of Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty, who claimed their
maiden gold at the
Commonwealth Games
and a first-ever bronze at
World Championships, re-
mained static at the eighth
spot.

World Championship
quarterfinalists MR Arjun
and Dhruv Kapila jumped
three spots to the 23rd
place.

In women's doubles,
Ashwini Ponnappa and
Sikki Reddy climbed a cou-
ple spots to be 23rd.

BWF Rankings: Prannoy returns
to top 15, Lakshya remains at 9th

Dubai, Sep 27 (PTI):

Riding on her stupen-
dous show against
England, India captain
Harmanpreet Kaur on
Tuesday jumped four
spots to reach the fifth spot
in the ICC Women's ODI
Player Rankings.

She leads a bunch of
India players who have
made rapid gains in the
rankings after the team's
3-0 sweep over England.

Kaur smashed a match-
winning 143 not out off 111
deliveries in the second
match in Canterbury.

Opener Smriti
Mandhana and Deepti
Sharma have also moved
up in the latest update that
considers performances in
the last two matches of
that series as well as the
IWC series between the
West Indies and New

Zealand. Mandhana, a for-
merly top-ranked batter
who scored 40 and 50 in the
two matches, has moved
up one place to take sixth
position while Sharma's
unbeaten 68 not out in the
third match at Lord's has
lifted her eight places to
24th position. Pooja
Vastrakar (up four places
to 49th) and Harleen Deol

(up 46 places to 81st) are
other India players to
move up the batters' list
while new-ball bowler
Renuka Singh has gal-
loped 35 places to take 35th
position after grabbing
four wickets each in the
two matches. Fast bowler
Jhulan Goswami, a for-
merly top-ranked bowler,
retired in fifth position.

Chennai, Sep 27 (PTI):

Chennaiyin FC on
Tuesday announced the
signing of talented Kerala
winger Prasanth K on a one-
year deal for the 2022-23
Indian Super League (ISL)
season.

The 25-year-old
Kozhikode-born player will
be joining the Marina
Machans after spending five
years at Kerala Blasters FC.

Prasanth has made 76 ap-
pearances so far in his pro-
fessional career and has
three goals and as many as-
sists to his name. In 2017, he
made his professional debut
with Chennai City in the I-
league after being after
being loaned out by Kerala
Blasters. "I'm truly happy
and overwhelmed to be a
part of this club. I am here
to give my 100 per cent and
raise the bar," Prasanth said
in a release issued by the
club. A product of the AIFF

Elite Academy, Prasanth
has also represented India
at U-17 and U-20 levels. In
the 2021-22 season, he
recorded one goal and one
assist in 324 minutes of foot-
ball.

The two-time champions,
Chennaiyin FC will kick-
start their campaign
against ATK Mohun Bagan
in Kolkata on October 10.

London, Sep 27 (PTI):

England seamer Kate Cross wants the
"wishy-washy" rules regarding the run-
out for backing too far at non-striker's end
to be made clearer following the contro-
versial dismissal of Charlie Dean in the
final ODI at Lord's.

India pulled off a win against England
on Saturday after all-rounder Deepti
Sharma ran out Dean (47) for backing too
far at the non-striker's end, reigniting an
intense debate over the spirit of the game.

Dean was out of her ground, and
Deepti simply held the ball to remove the
bails, leaving the English team flabber-
gasted. "What I think has come of it,
which happens a lot in these scenarios
when there's a big thing to talk about, is
that the rules aren't quite written correct-
ly to make it clear," Cross told the BBC's
No Balls podcast.

"I think what needs to happen is there
needs to be more clear words on the rules
because it's quite wishy-washy, and it's all
like opinion of where the bowler might
be bowling. Make it clear, if it is back foot
contact or front foot contact, whatever it
is. "I think there needs to be the warning
moving forward and they need to clear up
the rules on where the front foot lands, or
where the bowler is bowling from. Just
make it really clear."

The MCC, the guardian of the laws of
cricket, on Sunday stamped its seal of ap-
proval on the dismissal, saying "it was
properly officiated and should not be con-
sidered as anything more".

Recently, the ICC while modifying the
playing conditions had moved the dis-
missal from 'unfair play' to 'run out'. The
changes would come into effect from
October 1.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI):

The India U-17 women's team
suffered a 1-3 defeat against
Sweden in its first match of
the exposure tour in the run-up
to the FIFA U-17 World Cup.
The match was played at
Girona in Spain. It was the first
match of the exposure tour for
the Indian girls ahead of the
age-group showpiece, which
India is hosting in October-
November. Sudha Tirkey (62')
scored the only goal for India
after Sweden U-17 girls took a
comfortable 3-0 lead through
Ida Gramfors (44') Sara Frigren
(52') and Selma Astrom (54').
India, however, looked promis-
ing at the start as they com-
peted on equal terms in an
intense midfield battle that
saw winger Anita Kumari get
an early shot at the rival goal,
which was saved. Minutes
later, Nitu Linda tried her luck
to take a shot from the edge of
the Swedish penalty area, but
was blocked.

Chennaiyin FC rope in
Kerala winger Prasanth K

India U-17

women’s team

loses to Sweden

Harmanpreet moves up
to fifth in ICC rankings

Kohli’s power
game is coming

back at right
time: Manjrekar

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI):

Virat Kohli has got
back his "power game"
and things have started
falling in place for him
ahead of the T20 World
Cup, feels former India
Test cricketer Sanjay
Manjrekar.

Kohli had endured a
lean patch for nearly
three years before he de-
cided to take a month-
long mental health break
while reinventing him-
self during last month's
Asia Cup.

He finished as India's
highest run-getter and
since then continued his
good form in the just-con-
cluded T20s against
Australia, where his half-
century in the series de-
cider gave glimpses of
vintage Kohli that the
fans have been yearning
to see.

"...right from the Asia
Cup every match that he
(Kohli) got runs, not just
the runs, there was some
improvement coming. I

think the power game is
back. He is trusting his
power game," Manjrekar
told in Sports 18's 'Sports
Over The Top' show.

"There was a time
when he was getting runs
but his power game was
not coming at his beck
and call. That is starting
to happen," Manjrekar
said.

The fact that he is
being able to hit good
balls for boundaries is a
welcome sign, said
Manjrekar.

"He is dispatching good
balls for big boundaries
and sixes. It's all about
confidence. This is a guy
who's damn self-confi-
dent and drives himself
to excellence but for long-
time runs weren't coming
and his confidence was
tender.

Kohli was the second
highest overall run getter
in the Asia Cup, scoring
276 in five innings at an
average of 92.00, a strike
rate of 147.59 with two
half-centuries and a ton.

Kate Cross wants ‘wishy-washy’
run-out rules to be made clearer

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI):
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena has approved
the preparation of a com-
prehensive mobility plan for
Dwarka that includes pro-
viding last mile connectivi-
ty, improvement of public
transport and making the
area more walkable. Saxena
chaired the 66th meeting of
the governing body of

Unified Traffic and
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Infrastructure Planning
and Engineering Centre
(UTTIPEC) on Monday.

He underlined the impor-
tance of strictly sticking to
the timelines and complete
inter-agency coordination.
The Lieutenant Governor
expressed his dissatisfac-
tion over the lack of inter-

agency coordination for suc-
cessful implementation of
the approved multi-modal
integration (MMI) plans for
59 metro stations. He issued
directions for seamless coor-
dination between the con-
cerned agencies that in-
clude PWD, Transport
Department, MCD, Traffic
Police and DDA and asked
for five Metro Stations with

heavy footfall to be identi-
fied on a pilot basis for satis-
factory implementation of
the approved MMI’s plans.

The UTTIPEC approved
the preparation of a com-
prehensive mobility plan for
Dwarka (K-II) zone. The im-
mediate and short-term im-
provement plans include in-
tersection improvement
plans for five junctions —

walkability, public trans-
port, last mile connectivity
and parking improvement.

The action taken report
on the project of approach
road from Chattarpur to in-
stitutional areas in
Maidangarhi, Saryupur and
Satbari, where the SAARC
University, Central Armed
Police Forces Institute of
Management Science and

buildings of HUPA and NIC
etc. are supposed to come
up, was discussed. Saxena
was informed that widening
of the road from existing
seven metres to 30 metres
would require acquisition of
private land and more im-
portantly clearance of the
Forest Department that had
declared the entire area as
morphological ridge’.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28,  2022

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

Guwahati, Sep 27 (PTI):
The Suryakiran
Aerobatic Team of the
Indian Air Force (IAF)
put up a stunning air
show in Guwahati on
Tuesday as people came
out on balconies and
terraces besides gather-
ing on roads to watch
the aerial display.

The team performed
for over 20 minutes over
Lachit Ghat on the
banks of the
Brahmaputra river
under a clear sky.

Speaking to PTI,
team administrator
Flight Lieutenant
Ridhima Gurung said,
“All nine aircraft of the
team were a part of the
show at Guwahati
today. Last year, the
team had enthralled the
audience at Shillong,
Meghalaya, and is de-
lighted to carry out a
display in Guwahati
this year.” She said the
squad flew in from

Tezpur, nearly 200 kilo-
metres by road from
here which it covered
in about 15 minutes by
flight, where it is based
currently.

“The aircraft flew in
directly from Tezpur
and participated in the
air show, and returned
to the base there,” the
team administrator,
who also took the spec-
tators at Lachit Ghat
through the perform-
ance with her commen-
tary, added.

Group Captain GS
Dhillon helmed the
team, which consisted
of nine other pilots, in-
cluding Wing
Commander R Bordoloi
who hails from Assam.

Besides top defence
officials, Chief
Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma was also
among those enthralled
by the performance of
the IAF’s aerobatic
team.

IAF’s Suryakiran
team stuns with

enthralling air show

IAF’s Suryakiran aerobatic team performs at an air
show, organised as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations, in Guwahati, Tuesday.

Delhi LG gives go ahead to Dwarka mobility plan



Bail
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: Uttar
Pradesh minister Kapil Dev
Agarwal and several other
BJP leaders were granted
bail after they surrendered in
a special MP/MLA court here
on Tuesday in connection
with a case pertaining to vio-
lating prohibitory orders and
inciting communal tension
during 2013 Muzaffarnagar
riots. Special Judge Mayank
Jaiswal withdrew the non-
bailable warrants against
them and ordered each of
them to furnish two sureties
each of Rs. 20,000.

Injured
PPuunnee:: As many as 44 stu-
dents and three teachers
were injured on Tuesday
after the bus they were
travelling in hurtled down
a gorge and overturned in
Ambegaon tehsil in Pune
district of Maharashtra,
officials said. Acceding to
Pune district officials, the
students were travelling
from Pimpalgaon to Girvali
village, around 45 km from
Pune city, to visit an obser-
vatory in the afternoon.

Review
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Over 1,100
companies have regis-
tered for India's mega
defence exhibition --the
DefExpo-- to be held at
Gandhinagar in Gujarat
next month. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday reviewed the
preparations for the
event, billed as the
biggest ever exhibition of
land and naval systems
being hosted in India.

Dead
MMaatthhuurraa:: A 55-year-old
seer was found dead
inside a temple here on
Tuesday morning, police
said. The body of
Sudhakar Das alias Lal
Baba was found on a
bench on the premises of
Chamar Devi temple in
Jaint police station area,
Station House Officer
Arun Panwar said.

Stone
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A critical element
of any public health emer-
gency programme is labora-
tory preparedness, President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Tuesday. Murmu, who virtu-
ally laid the foundation stone
of ICMR-National Institute of
Virology (NIV) south zone
campus in Bengaluru said
the NIV-Pune is taking all
possible steps to increase
research and development in
the field of virology.

Encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An encounter broke
out between militants and
security forces in Kulgam dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday, police said.
Security forces received
inputs about the presence of
militants in the Ahwatoo area
of Kulgam, following which a
cordon and search operation
was launched there, a police
official said.
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Artists create a community 
Durga Puja pandal using 'Dhunachi',

a Bengali incense burner, for 
Durga Puja festival celebrations, 

in Kolkata, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

More than 170 people al-
legedly linked with the
Popular Front of India
(PFI) were detained or ar-
rested in raids across seven
states on Tuesday, five days
after a similar pan India
crackdown against the
group often accused of
being linked to radical
Islam.

Conducted mostly by
state police teams, the raids
were spread across Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka,
Gujarat, Delhi,
Maharashtra, Assam and
Madhya Pradesh.

On September 22, multi-
agency teams spearheaded
by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
arrested 106 leaders and ac-
tivists of the PFI in 15
states for allegedly support-
ing terror activities in the

country. The NIA is investi-
gating 19 cases involving
the PFI. As police teams
fanned out across their re-
spective states on Tuesday,
seemingly synchronised,
the action was swift. While
25 people each were arrest-
ed in Assam and
Maharashtra, 57 were de-

tained in Uttar Pradesh, of-
ficials said. The count of
those detained in Delhi was
30, Madhya Pradesh was at
21 followed by 10 in Gujarat
and six in Pune in
Maharashtra. Besides, sev-
eral people were also arrest-
ed in Karnataka. In Uttar
Pradesh, the raids across 26

districts were jointly carried
out by the Anti Terrorist
Squad, Special Task Force
and the local police simulta-
neously.

Ambikapur, Sep 27: 

The Chhattisgarh forest
department on Tuesday
started cutting trees for an
upcoming coal mining
project in the biodiversity-
rich Hasdeo Arand region
amid protest by locals and
concerns raised by ac-
tivists that mining in the
area would result in forest
destruction and trigger
human-animal conflict.

Heavy police force was
deployed to facilitate the
tree cutting exercise near
Pendramar-Ghatbarra vil-
lages in Udaipur develop-
ment block of Surguja dis-
trict and at least 10 people
were detained for alleged-
ly instigating locals to op-
pose the action, officials
said.

The forest department

started cutting trees in
Pendramar-Ghatbarra for-
est in the morning for the
second phase of the Parsa
East Kente Basan (PEKB)
coal mine, Surguja

Collector Kundan Kumar
told PTI. Police force has
been deployed there to
maintain law and order, he
said. Asked about the state
government's assurance
that no new mines will be
opened in Hasdeo area, the
collector said PEKB is an
old mine and necessary
clearances have already
been granted to it.

Another district admin-
istration official said at
least 10 villagers have
been detained for allegedly
obstructing official work
and instigating locals
against the tree felling ex-
ercise. Activist Alok
Shukla, convener of the
Chhattisgarh Bachao
Andolan NGO, which
works for environmental
causes and rights of trib-
als claimed that mining in
the ecologically sensitive
Hasdeo Arand region
would result in the de-
struction of 1,70,000
hectare of forest and trig-
ger human-elephant con-
flict.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday allowed the
Election Commission to go
ahead with the hearing of
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
group's plea seeking recog-
nition as the real Shiv
Sena and allocation of the
party's bow-and-arrow poll
symbol to it.

Justice D Y
Chandrachud, heading a
constitution bench, reject-
ed the plea of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led faction
seeking to restrain the EC
from deciding the Shinde
group's claim over the
"original" Shiv Sena.

"We direct that there
would be no stay of the
proceedings before the

Election Commission," the
bench also comprising
Justices M R Shah,
Krishna Murari, Hima
Kohli and P S Narasimha
said. Thackeray had told
the Supreme Court that
the Election Commission
cannot decide who the
"real Shiv Sena" is until
the court decides on the
disqualification of the
rebels. If the MLAs are
disqualified, they cannot

be counted in the symbol
dispute proceedings, team
Thackeray said. The

Supreme Court, however,
said they are separate pro-
ceedings.

Bastar, Sep 27 (PTI): 

A staffer of the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Raipur
was killed and 14 others
injured after their tempo
traveller fell into a trench
in Chhattisgarh's Bastar
district on Tuesday, police
said.

The accident took place
near the border of Bastar
and Kondagaon, under
Bhanpuri police station
limits, around 6.30 am, an
official said.

The tempo traveller
with 15 occupants from
Raipur was heading to-
wards Jagdalpur, when it
hit an electric pole and fell
into a trench, he said.

The vehicle was ferry-
ing 13 staffers of AIIMS

Raipur for a personal trip.
While one of the staffers
died, 14 other occupants
were injured, the official
said. Sumesh C (35), an as-
sistant nursing superin-
tendent of AIIMS Raipur
and native of Kerala, died

in the accident, he said.
Two medical officers

were admitted to the com-
munity health centre
(CHC) in Bhanpuri, while
12 others were admitted at
a facility in Jagdalpur, the
official added.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

Veteran actor Asha
Parekh will be honoured
with the Dada Saheb Phalke
award for 2020, the highest
recognition in the field of
Indian cinema, Union
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Anurag
Thakur said on Tuesday.

Parekh, 79, will be pre-
sented with the award dur-
ing the 68th National Film
Awards ceremony, to be held
on Friday. The five-member
Dada Saheb Phalke Award
committee -- comprising
Asha Bhosle, Hema Malini,
Poonam Dhillon, Udit
Narayan, and TS
Nagabharana -- decided on
Parekh's name for the hon-
our, Thakur told reporters
in his constituency

Hamirpur, Himachal
Pradesh. "They decided in
the meeting that this time
Asha Parekh ji will be hon-
oured with the Dada Saheb
Phalke Award, which will be
presented during the
National Film Awards cere-
mony. It is a matter of pride
for the ministry to an-
nounce this prestigious
award for the veteran ac-
tress," the minister said.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The DRDO on Tuesday suc-
cessfully flight tested the Very
Short Range Air Defence
System (VSHORADS) missile
in Chandipur off the coast of
Odisha.
The VSHORADS is an air
defence system designed and
developed indigenously by
Hyderabad-based Research
Centre Imarat of the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO).
"The DRDO conducted two
successful test flight of the
Very Short Range Air Defence
System (VSHORADS) missile
on September 27 from a
ground based portable launch-
er at the integrated test range,

Chandipur, off the coast of
Odisha," the defence ministry
said in a statement.
"VSHORADS missile incorpo-
rates many novel technologies
including miniaturized
Reaction Control System
(RCS) and integrated avionics,
which have been successfully
proven during the tests," the
ministry said.

Bijapur/Narayanpur, Sep 27:

Health officials from
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur
and Narayanpur districts
conducted health camps in
remote villages amid re-
ports claiming that 39 per-
sons had died due to an un-
known illness there in the
last couple of months, a
district official said on
Tuesday.

Some reports in local
media claimed that 39 peo-
ple had died in four vil-
lages Bail (Dharma), Petha
and Marrameta (Bijapur)
and Rengawaya and
Pidiakot (Narayanpur),
Bijapur Collector Rajendra
Katara told PTI.

Though the figure of 39

deaths was being reported,
a list of 32 deceased per-
sons was provided by
media persons, in which 15
cases were from Bijapur
and remaining from
Narayanpur, he said.

However, preliminary
investigations suggested
that 12 people had died in
two villages in Bijapur
since June last year, while
13 had died in two villages
of Narayanpur due to vari-
ous reasons, including age-
related ailments and natu-
ral causes in the last four
months. Health teams
from the two districts left
for these villages on
September 23 from Bijapur
side after crossing
Indravati river on an State

Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) boat and stayed
there for three days and
conducted medical exami-
nation of villagers, the col-
lector said. On verifica-
tion, it was found that nine
people had died in
Marrameta and three in
Bail between July 2021 and
September this year, but
all of them did not die due
to the same ailment as it
was being claimed, he said.

They died due to various
reasons, including age-re-
lated problems, heart at-
tack, pneumonia and tu-
berculosis, Katara said, re-
futing media reports that
the deaths had taken place
in the last two-three
months.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

Congress observers for
Rajasthan on Tuesday rec-
ommended disciplinary ac-
tion against three party
leaders, including two min-
isters, for the crisis in the
state, but did not seek any
action against Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot.

The three Gehlot loyal-
ists against whom action
has been recommended are
Cabinet Minister Shanti
Dhariwal, Minister and
Congress Chief Whip in
the Assembly Mahesh
Joshi, and MLA
Dharmendra Rathore.

The observers -
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Ajay Maken - submitted
their report to party chief
Sonia Gandhi Tuesday

evening, flagging "gross in-
discipline" on the part of
some leaders who organ-
ised a parallel meet of
MLAs instead of joining a
Congress Legislature
Party meeting.

The two observers had to
return from Jaipur with-
out holding the CLP meet-
ing as a large group of
MLAs considered loyal to
Chief Minister Gehlot re-
fused to join it and put
forth certain conditions for
the selection of Gehlot's
successor. At the meeting,
the MLAs had raised the
issue of Sachin Pilot's re-
bellion in 2020 and passed a
resolution saying the Chief
Minister must be chosen
from among those who sup-
ported the government at
the time.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The Enforcement Directorate
has frozen more than Rs 68
crore worth of deposits after it
raided a company and its relat-
ed entities that ran mobile
games and allegedly duped a
number of people, including
children, by extracting "unau-
thorised" payments from them
and later transferred these to
Singapore.
The federal probe agency said
in a statement that it searched
three premises of Coda
Payments India Pvt Ltd (CPIPL)
as part of a money laundering
investigation and added the
company has collected Rs 2,850
crore till date, out of which Rs
2,265 crore was remitted "out-
side" India after retaining cer-
tain percentage of revenue for
payment of taxes and nominal

profits here.
The ED said the company ran
mobile games such as Garena
Free Fire, Teen Patti Gold, Call
of Duty and its money launder-
ing case against the company
was registered after taking cog-
nisance of multiple police FIRs
filed against the company and
in some cases, the gaming por-
tals too. "It is alleged that Coda
Payments India Pvt. Ltd. which
facilitates and collects pay-
ments from end users (mostly
unsuspecting children) for
games in the name of monetis-
ing and generating revenue for
web/game publishers, was
resorting to unauthorised
deductions from the end-users
of these games in the name of
selling digital tokens which
were used by the them (end
users) to enhance their playing
experience," the ED said.

Round 2 of anti-PFI raids
̈ 170 held across 

7 states

Aneesh, an accused detained during a raid by Special Cell of the
Delhi Police for his alleged association with Popular Front of India
(PFI), being taken to a police station, in New Delhi, Tuesday. 

Tree cutting for coal mine starts
̈ In biodiversity-rich

Hasdeo amid
protest

̈ 10 people detained
Heavy police force was
deployed to facilitate the tree
cutting exercise near
Pendramar-Ghatbarra villages
in Udaipur development block
of Surguja district and at least
10 people were detained for
allegedly instigating locals to
oppose the action. The forest
department started cutting
trees in Pendramar-Ghatbarra
forest in the morning for the
second phase of the Parsa
East Kente Basan (PEKB) coal
mine, Surguja Collector
Kundan Kumar said. Asked
about the state government's
assurance that no new mines
will be opened in Hasdeo
area, the collector said PEKB
is an old mine and necessary
clearances have already been
granted to it.

About the 
development...

FATAL MISHAP

AIIMS staffer killed, 14 injured in road accident

The Mumbai Police on
Tuesday arrested a prominent
member of the Popular Front
of India's (PFI) political wing
SDPI from suburban Chembur,
an official said. Sayyed
Chowdhary (52) was picked
up based on the information
that he was allegedly involved
in anti-national activities.
The official said the police
may conduct more raids in the
city after Chowdhary's arrest.
"More arrests are likely in
Mumbai," he added.
As per the preliminary investi-
gation, Chowdhary was the
president of the Social
Democratic Party of India
(SDPI), the political wing of
PFI, and is currently working
as its general secretary, the
official said.

Mumbai cops arrest
GS of PFI

SETBACK FOR TEAM THACKERAY

SC allows EC to take up Shinde’s claim on Shiv Sena

Shiv Sena president Uddhav Thackeray on Tuesday expressed confi-
dence that his faction will emerge victorious in the legal tussle with
the rebel group led by Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde. A
Constitution bench of the Supreme Court is hearing an application
of the Uddhav Thackeray-led faction seeking to restrain the Election
Commission from deciding on the claim of the Shinde-led group
over the "real" Shiv Sena. "I have full faith in the judiciary and we
will win," former state CM Thackeray told the Sena workers from
Osmanabad, which was renamed as Dharashiv in one of the final
decisions of his government before it collapsed in June this year.

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar on Tuesday said the
Election Commission of India will apply the transparent process of
the "rule of majority" after the Supreme Court allowed the EC to go
ahead with the hearing of Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde group's plea for recognition as the "real" Shiv Sena and allo-
cation of the party's bow-and-arrow poll symbol to it.

‘Have full faith in judiciary’

‘Will apply 'rule of majority’ principle’

Dada Saheb Phalke
award to Asha Parekh

SAND ART WITH A DIFFERENCE

Students of Sudarsan Sand Art Institute create a sand art on World Tourism Day, at
Puri beach,Tuesday.

DRDO conducts 
successful test flight
̈ Of VSHORADS missile

DEATH DUE TO UNKNOWN ILLNESS

Health officials conduct
camps in remote villages

ONLINE GAMINGRAJASTHAN CRISIS

ED raids company, freezes 
Rs 68 crore worth of deposits

Cong observers moot action
against 3 Gehlot loyalists
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Bhilai, Sep 27: 

In a major crackdown
on Mahadev Book online
betting racket, police have
arrested six ruffians with
betting records worth
crores. Over a dozen mo-
bile phones, laptops, com-
puters, etc were also re-
covered from them. The
accused were using a
shanty as a hideout for op-
erating the online betting
racket.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Tuesday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they have
been conducting an inten-
sive operation against the
illegal online betting for
the last few days. A num-
ber of ruffians involved in
this illegal activity have
been arrested. On the
basis of information re-

ceived from them and
analysis of data, Police
are further tracing other
people involved in online
betting. In this sequel, an-
other six bookies have
been arrested. Police have
discovered over a 100 mo-
bile numbers related to
Mahadev Book. The on-
line betting is being con-
ducted at the internation-
al level and other mem-
bers of the gang are sup-
posedly operating from
Dubai (UAE) as well as
Orissa, Madhya Pradesh,
Nagpur, Uttar Pradesh
and other states of the
country. Police are
analysing the mobile
numbers in detail and are
expecting some signifi-
cant revelations very
soon. It needs to be men-
tioned here that after re-
ceiving information re-
garding operations of

Mahadev Book, Reddy
Anna and other online
betting apps in Durg dis-
trict, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava had directed ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and
DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui to tighten noose
around the people in-
volved in such illegal ac-
tivities. Teams of ACCU
and various police sta-
tions are maintaining

vigil on the suspects and
the network of informers
has been activated. In the
meanwhile, the joint team
of Anti Crime Cyber Unit
and Supela Police Station
received a tip off regard-
ing one Anubhav Jain of
Sector 10. The suspects
with his five other accom-
plices had gathered in a
hutment located in a nurs-
ery near the Kosanala Toll

Plaza to operate the online
betting. Police team swung
into action and the sus-
pects were taken into cus-
tody. During sustained in-
terrogation, Anubhav Jain
and his accomplices con-
fessed involvement in the
online betting through
Mahadev Book. They were
providing IDs of Mahadev
Book website to the people
interested in betting. They
were using bank accounts
of various banks for the
transfer of money. Illegal
transactions of crores of
rupees were done by them.
12 nos Mobiles, 04 nos
Laptops, 01 nos Monitor, 01
CPU, 03 nos Keyboards, 04
nos Mouse, 01 Broadband,
04 nos Laptop Charger, 06
nos ATM Cards, 08 nos
Cheque Book, 03 nos
Passbooks, etc were recov-
ered and seized from them.
These items were used by

the accused to operate the
online betting activities.
The accused are identified
as Anubhav Jain (35) son
of Gyanchand Jain a resi-
dent of Zonal Market,
Near Indian Coffee House,
Sector 10; Harsh Kapoor
(27) son of Rajkishore
Kapoor a resident of Qr
No 27-C, Street 37, Sector
07; Nutan Devangan (29)
son of Kamal Devangan a
resident of Sangram
Chowk Sikolabhata Durg;
P r a d h u m a n
Vishwakarma (24) son of
Amarnath a resident of
Phulpur, District Varanasi
(UP); Pankaj
Vishwakarma (21) son of
Chhotelal a resident of
Baragaon, District
Varanasi (UP) and
Shyamdev Vishwakarma
(29) son of Bachelal a resi-
dent of Jalalpur, District
Jaunpur (UP).

Bookies operate online betting worth crores from shanty; six held 

Durg, Sep 27: A 30-year-
old woman allegedly
hacked her husband to
death with an axe in
Chhattisgarh’s Durg dis-
trict as she was upset about
his frequent taunts about
her dark complexion, po-
lice said on Tuesday. The
police on Monday arrested
Sangeeta Sonwani for al-
legedly killing her hus-
band Anant Sonwani (40)
in Amleshwar village on
Sunday night, said
Devansh Rathore, sub-divi-
sional officer of police
(Patan area). As per pre-
liminary investigation, the
victim used to call his wife
ugly and frequently taunt
her about her dark skin.
The couple had quarrelled
on the issue several times
in the past, he said. The
couple entered into an ar-

gument on Sunday night
and in a fit of rage,
Sangeeta allegedly at-
tacked her husband with
the axe kept in the house
and killed him on the spot,
the official said. The
woman also allegedly
chopped off the victim’s
genitals, he said. The ac-
cused tried to mislead the
villagers the next morning
by saying that someone
had killed her husband,
but later admitted to have
committed the offence dur-
ing police interrogation,
the official said. The victim
had married the accused
after the death of his first
wife, he said. The woman
has been booked under sec-
tion 302 (murder) and other
relevant provisions of the
IPC and further probe is
underway, Rathore said.

Woman axes husband to
death over frequent taunts

about her dark skin

Bhilai, Sep 27: 

In a grand felicitation
ceremony organised by
the World Book of Star
Records and Indian
Institute of Alternative
Medicine in Kolkata, Dr
Sonali Chakraborty from
the city was honoured in
the field of social concern
along with 101 people from
different regions of India.

In the packed auditori-
um of a hotel at Elgin
Road, Kolkata Yajna
Samrat Dr Raja Shastri
was the chief guest in this
ceremony. Dr Sonali
Chakraborty, founder and
director of
Swayamsiddha, a leading
organization of married
women in Chhattisgarh,
was honoured by Padma
Shri Niranjan Goswami
(Meme Artist NSD) and
eminent cine actress

Dagarmani Tudu.
Prominent among those

present were Chandra
Kumar Bose (social work-
er, politician and great-
grandson of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose),
Dilip Maharaj (Bharat
Sevashram Sangh),
Brahmakumari Kanan
Behen (Incharge Eastern
Zone Head Quarter
Kolkata), Praveer Roy
(Bengali film director),

Hiran Chatterjee (MLA &
Film Actor West Bengal),
Eminent Singer & Brand
Ambassador of World
Book of Star Records
S h a n t a s h r e e
Bhattacharya, Dr
C h a n d r a m o h a n
Shrivastava (President
Lions Club of Indore
Mahanagar Trust), Dr
Anupam Nayak, Dr K
Rajan Kaval and
Dipanvita Jana. The event

also included a seminar on
the topic “Contribution of
Bengal Culture in the
History of Indian
Independence”, in which
Sonali Chakraborty told
about her maternal grand-
father Ajit Ranjan Biswas
who had worked under the
guidance of Master Surya
Sen in the early stages of
the freedom struggle. She
said that wherever the peo-
ple of Bengal live, they are
committed to their culture
and will continue to strive
for the security, freedom
and culture of the country.

Dr Sonali Chakraborty
gave full credit of this hon-
our to her husband
Sandeep Chakraborty who
is working as General
Manager in Material
Management Department
of Bhilai Steel Plant and
all the members of
Swayamsiddha.

Dr Sonali Chakraborty conferred with ‘Bang Gaurav Samman’

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2277:: On the occasion
of Pitrumoksha Amavasya,
Rupali Mahtari Gudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha organ-
ised a lunch party for the elder-
ly inmates of Old Age Home –
Feel Parmartham in Sector 3.
Several traditional delicacies
were served to the elderly peo-
ple. Later the members of the
organisation distributed fruits
and clothes among the elderly
people. Puran Manchanda and
Pratibha Manchanda based in
Toronto, Canada had arranged

the lunch, clothes were distrib-
uted by Sukhwinder Singh
while adult diapers and fruits
were distributed by
Sharmistha Banerjee of Pune.
Organisation President Shanta
Sharma, Treasurer Malti Yadav,
Sangeeta Das and Bindu
Thakur were present. Shanta
Sharma said that those who
want to donate old clothes on
the occasion of Deepawali, can
provide the same to the organ-
ization at its office in Shani
Mandir, Sector 6.

Lunch arranged at old age home
on Pitrumoksha Amavasya

Bhilai, Sep 27: 

Aarogyam Super
Speciality Hospital and
Research Centre is organ-
ising a free medical camp
on the occasion of World
Prostate Month. This
camp will be held on
September 29 at
Aarogyam Hospital locat-
ed in front of Toyota
Showroom, Near D-Mart,
NH53 Durg Bypass Road,
Kadambari Nagar, Durg.
Timings of this camp will
be 10:00 hrs to 14:00 hrs.
The hospital is offering a
50% discount on

Pathological tests, sonog-
raphy and X-rays.
Patients can avail dialy-
sis facility through
Aayushman Card.

Dr Naveen Ram
Daruka and Dr RK Sahu
informed that Aarogyam
Super Speciality Hospital
provides the highest
quality and affordable
treatments to the pa-
tients. This institute is
first of its kind in the
twin city which provides
specialised urology and
nephrology care. The
hospital has specialisa-
tion in minimal invasive
procedure for Stone and
Prostate (BPH). A num-
ber of endourological
procedures for stones
with a success rate of
more than 95% have been
conducted here.

Free urology and nephrology
camp at Aarogyam on Sep 29

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2277::  Police have
arrested four ruffians on
charges of looting Rs 3 lakh
cash from a groceries trader.
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that the victim
Shivkumar Agrawal owns a
groceries wholesale shop in
New Khursipar. He cannot see
but can identify the notes by
touching them. Hence he sits
on the cash counter of the
shop daily and returns home
with cash in his car with a driv-
er. He was looted by three
masked ruffians when he was
getting off the car near home.
The accused fled on a scooter.
Taking the matter into serious
cognizance, the police team
swung into action and collect-
ed footage of CCTVs. The loot-

ers were seen following the
car right from the shop.
Though the looters were not
clearly identifiable in the
footage, Police got the pics
developed and processed after
which the network of inform-
ers was activated. Soon the
investigation team received a

tip off that the persons seen in
the footage were Tutu alias
Rohit a resident of KLC,
Khursipar and Aman Khan of
Punjabi Mohalla, New
Khursipar. As both the sus-
pects were missing from their
residences, the ACCU team
traced their mobile phone

locations and managed to
arrest Rohit, Aman and the
third accused Dadhyaraj of
Smriti Nagar. During interro-
gation, they disclosed that
Aman’s father Ahmad Khan
earlier worked as a driver for
the victim Shivkumar Agrawal.
He was removed from work
due to his negligence and
financial irregularities. It was
Ahmad Khan who chalked out
the plan to loot cash from his
previous employer. Police
recovered Rs 1.58 lakh from
the possession of the accused.
The accused Ahmad Khan (48);
Aman Khan (19), Dadhyaraj
(19) and Rohit Paswan (19)
have been booked under the
provisions mentioned in sec-
tion 394 of IPC.

Four arrested for looting 
Rs 3 lakhs from groceries trader

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2277:: The 13th Chapter
Convention on Quality Concepts was
organised in the main auditorium of
Shri Shankaracharya Technical
Campus, on September 24-25, 2022 by
Bhilai Chapter of Quality Circle Forum
of India. In the closing ceremony and
prize distribution organised, Anirban
Dasgupta, Director Incharge of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant was specially pres-
ent as the Chief Guest. Along with Dr
AK Panda, Executive Director (F&A)
and Mohan Babu, Director and Plant
Head of JSW Special Products,
Raigarh and GP Singh, QCFI Director
and Secretary, Bhilai Chapter were
also present as special guests.

Welcoming the guests at the begin-
ning of the program, GP Singh,
Secretary, Quality Circle Forum of
India, Bhilai Chapter, presented
detailed information on the conven-
tion along with the welcome address.
Mentioning the special features of the
Bhilai chapter, Singh informed about
the progress of the chapter and the
inclusion of new concepts like Safety
Circle, evaluation software and online
slot allotment, online case study eval-
uation etc. The artists of Shree
Shankaracharya Technical Campus
captivated the audience their per-
formance. Congratulating all the win-
ning participants in his succinct
remarks, the Chief Guest of the func-
tion, Anirban Dasgupta said that qual-
ity alone can help us face the compe-
tition. Often people think that it costs
more to make quality products, but
our experience is that making quality
products leads to reduction in cost and
increase in profitability he said. He
specially congratulated the Bhilai
Chapter for including the Safety Circle
in the Quality Concept. He said that
quality cannot be imagined without
security. Quality concept is the key to
success.  Dr AK Panda, who was pres-

ent as a Special Guest, said that qual-
ity should be etched in our thinking.
Innovative products and services are
the first requirement to stay in the
market. Quality products are manu-
factured by good quality employees.
Quality Circle makes employees a bet-
ter performer he said. He congratulat-
ed heartily to all the winners. Mohan
Babu, who present as the Special
Guest, expounded the importance of
quality assurance and quality con-
cepts. A total of 600 participants with
a total of 109 Quality Circle teams
from 20 institutions across the country
participated in the Bhilai Chapter
event of the Quality Circle Forum of
India. Out of these, 98 teams won
Gold, 11 teams won the Silver Award.
Apart from this, prizes were also given
to the participants like essay, slogan,
poem, quiz etc. Satyawan Nayak, PRO
of QCFI conducted the program and

also given vote of thanks. QCFI Bhilai
Chapter awarded “Excellence in
Quality Concepts Education Award”
this year to Shree Shankaracharya
Technical Campus, Bhilai. This award
has been given for the great initiative
of Jaya Mishra, President of Shree
Gangajali Education Trust, the
Managing Committee of the college,
under which various quality concepts
were started to be included in the aca-
demic curriculum.  In the same
sequence, SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant was
awarded first prize and Jaiswal NECO
Limited second prize for highest team
participation. These important awards
were followed by Gold and Silver
awards to the QC teams and Safety
Circle teams participating in the con-
vention. In the competition of the sec-
ond day, Navodaya, the all-women QC
team of SMS 3 Department of SAIL
Bhilai Steel Plant won the Gold Award

as well as the Best of the Convention
award. All the winners were given
award trophy and certificate. On the
first day, the convention was inaugu-
rated by MM Gadre, Executive
Director (Personnel and
Administration), Bhilai Steel Plant by
lighting the lamp. NK Banchhor,SEFI
Chairman & Officers Association
President, IP Mishra, Director, Shri
Shankaracharya Group of Institutes
and RK Tandekar, Head, MSME
Technology Center, Durg, Amit
Shrivastava, CEO, Metex Engineering,
GP Singh, Director of QCFI &
Secretary of the Bhilai Chapter were
present. The prize distribution on the
first day of the convention took place
under the presence of Executive
Director (Works), SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant Anjani Kumar, as Chief Guest.
Vivek Agrawal, COO, Godavari Ispat
and Power Limited, Ketan Nirmal,
Plant Head, Kalpataru Power and
Captain Shirish Shukla, Senior General
Manager (HR), JK Lakshmi Cement,
were also present as Special Guests on
the occasion. The winning teams were
felicitated by the guests. The first day
program was conducted by Satyawan
Nayak and Sunil Trivedi and the vote of
Thanks was given by Dr Manish Raj of
JSPL. Quality circle teams of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant, Jaiswal Neco Ltd,
CEAT Ltd-Nagpur, SKF India Ltd, Adani
Water Ltd, Siemens India Ltd, Nalco
Alumina Refinery, Godavari Power and
Ispat Ltd, MB Power Ltd Anuppur, MSP
Steel and Power Ltd, ZFCVS India Ltd,
Bauxite Mines NALCO, Sarda Energy &
Minerals, Balco-Korba, Jindal Steel &
Power- Raigarh, Jindal Power- Tamnar,
NTPC-Sipat, JK Lakshmi Cement and
NSPCL Bhilai participated in this con-
vention. A large number of Senior offi-
cers of the plant and other institutions
and members of QCFI were present on
the occasion.

QCFI organises Chapter Convention-2022 
on Quality Concepts in Bhilai 



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28,  2022

HNLU to organize  Eastern Region Law Review Consultation 
Raipur, Sep 27:
Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU),
Nava Raipur in collabora-
tion with the National
Commission for Women,
is organizing an ‘Eastern
Region Law Review
Consultation on ‘The
Family Courts Act, 1984’
on September 30, 2022.

Hidayatullah National
Law University has always

been at the fore-front in or-
ganizing various confer-
ences and programmes of
national and international
repute. This Eastern
Region Law Review
Consultation is being or-
ganised to analyze and re-
view the existing legal
framework of Family
Courts Act, 1984 with a
view to find out the loop-
holes in the Act and the

difficulties in its imple-
mentation. The aim is to
articulate recommenda-
tions for workable amend-
ments in the Act in order
to streamline the proce-
dure of Family Courts.
This Consultation would
deliberate upon the utility,
working, efficiency, and ef-
fectiveness of the Act in
the background of chang-
ing dynamics of the socie-

ty and its norms. Prof.
(Dr.) V. C. Vivekanandan,
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor,
remarked, “ HNLU as a
part of the programmes of
its research clusters is
proud to host this delibera-
tion on Family Courts Act
1984 to be attended by emi-
nent Law Professors and
Policy Makers. The pro-
gramme will be the begin-
ning of series of impact

review conferences.” The
Consultation Programme
is coordinated by Dr.
Parvesh Kumar Rajput.
The Consultation
Programmes would be at-
tended by esteemed
Judges, Deputy Advocate
General, Principal
Secretary Law,
Academicians and
Advocates from the
Eastern Region.

BJP Mahila Morcha to launch 
agitation over liquor prohibition

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 27:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Mahila Morcha
members would launch
massive rally “Mahatari
Huankar” on November 3
at Bilaspur to create pres-
sure on the ruling
Congress government
over complete liquor pro-
hibition in Chhattisgarh
as promised in the elec-
tion manifesto.

Addressing a press con-

ference at party office
here, the Rajya Sabha
member Saroj Pandey
said that instead of deliv-
ering the promises to the
people, the Congress gov-
ernment is only limited to
serve a single family. She
said that no concrete steps
have been taken for liquor
prohibition. She further
added that Congress had
also announced to provide
widow pension of Rs 1
thousand but even after
four years of rule, the gov-
ernment is providing just
Rs 350 as widow pension.
BJP leader further stated
that government is yet to
waive loan of Women Self
Help Group which it had
promised whereas undue

pressure is being created
on Women SHGs to recov-
er the loan taken by them.
She said that the Women
Power would launch agita-
tion against the state gov-
ernment on key issues on
November 3 at Bilaspur
during which more than
one lakh Mahila Morcha
members would be partic-
ipating. She further added
that a scooter rally 
would be taken out on
October 28.

Former Minister Lata
Usendi, Mahila Morcha
Presient Shalini Rajput,
Usha Taori and Mahila
Morcha Media in-charge
Kiran Baghel were also
present during the press
conference.

Govt is constantly making efforts to put
Ch’garh on the World Tourism Map: CM 

Raipur, Sep 27:
“Chhattisgarh was once
known for Naxalism, min-
erals, and underdevelop-
ment. Tourism here re-
mained neglected for a
long time and even after
the formation of a new
state, the entire focus was
only on the Naxal menace.
However, Chhattisgarh
which is blessed with
splendid natural beauty
has immense tourism po-
tential and is one of the
best destinations for travel
aficionados. The state gov-
ernment is constantly
making its best efforts to
make Chhattisgarh a first
choice of travel enthusi-
asts”, said Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel.
He was addressing the

Tourism Conclave 2022 or-
ganized in Raipur on the
occasion of World
Tourism Day today.
Making a major an-
nouncement in the direc-
tion of promoting tourism
in the state, Baghel an-
nounced to give tourism-
related training to the
members of ‘Rajiv Gandhi
Yuva Mitan Club’.
“Engaging youth in the
tourism sector will help to
boost tourism in the
state”, he said.

Speaking about the
uniqueness of the state’s
rich culture and history,
Baghel said “Chhattisgarh
is such a state without
which even the great
Indian epic Ramayana will
remain incomplete. Lord
Shri Ram spent most of
his exile period in
Chhattisgarh and this is

where his mother
Kaushalya used to reside.
Chhattisgarh is the only
state in the whole world
where there is a provision
to punish even the deities.
This is why it is the need of
the hour to tell the whole
about the glorious culture,
history, and tradition of
the state.” He added that
Chhattisgarh has im-
mense tourism potential.
The state government
made untiring efforts even
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic period to tap into
the tourism potential of
the state. This includes the
development of accessible
tourist destinations and
improving guest facilities
keeping in view the con-
venience of tourists. He
stressed the need to put
Chhattisgarh on the World
Tourism Map stating that
the state has all resources
which just need to be uti-

lized appropriately.
Tourism Minister

Tamradhwaj Sahu said in
his address the state gov-
ernment is constantly
working towards promot-
ing tourism in the state.
Even during the difficult
times of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the tribal tourism
circuit was developed and
the work of the Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit
was started. Accepting the
suggestion of
Parliamentary Secretary
Chintamani Singh, Sahu
announced to give special
emphasis on developing
Gaurlata—the highest
peak of the state—as a
popular tourist spot.

Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board President Atal
Srivastava said that we
need to focus on youth
tourism as well. Efforts
are being made by the
tourism board to promote
agro-tourism in
Chhattisgarh so that peo-
ple can connect with vil-
lages and farmers.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Chintamani
Singh, State Text Book
Corporation Chairman
Shailesh Nitin Trivedi,

CMDC Chairman Girish
Dewangan, Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board Vice-
Chairman Chitralekha

Sahu, Tourism Secretary
Anbalagan P, and Tourism
Department MD Anil
Sahu were also present on
the occasion.

Sachin prays at Sowbhagyam

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2277::  Bharatratna
Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar,
known worldwide as Master
Blaster, paid obeisance to his
Guru Bhagwan Sri Sathya Sai
Sowbhagyam during his first
visit to Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Sowbhagyam and Hospital.

The simple function in
Dr.C.Rajeshwari auditorium

began with lighting the tradition-
al lamp by Sachin Tendulkar and
Dr. C. Sreenivas, Chairman, Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Health &
Education Trust. Dr. Ragini
Pandey, Senior Paediatric
Cardiac Surgeon, described him
as heartthrob of Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani. Group photographs
were taken with him by the staff
members in groups.

He presented Gifts of Life to 5
children from Mizoram, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. Father of
Vaishnavi and mother of Derek
became emotional while sharing
their experiences. He played
cricket with the patients. He
mingled with them and encour-
aged them by batting and bowl-

ing. His childlike simplicity was
the centre of attraction. Sachin
said that he could not visit
Raipur Centre last year due to
Covid protocols. He further said
that coming to Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani is a totally different
kind of experience which is very
hard to express. In Sanjeevani,
patients are getting new lease of
life every day. These actions
speak louder than words. On the
whole, it was a joyous afternoon
for the patients, patient atten-
dants from all over the country
and Sathya Sai Sanjeevani fami-
ly members.

Dr. Ragini Pandey anchored
the programme. Dr.Pratik
Pandey made the cricket match
lively by his commentary.

CM stresses the
need to showcase
the glorious culture,
tradition, and histo-
ry of Ch’garh to the
world

CM attends Tourism
Conclave 2022
organized on the
occasion of World
Tourism Day

MoU inked between
CTB and IRCTC to
promote tourism

Raipur: A MoU was signed
between Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board and Indian
Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) in the presence of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in the Tourism
Conclave organized in
Raipur today on the occa-
sion of World Tourism Day.
The MoU has been signed
to boost the tourism sector
in Chhattisgarh. Under the
MoU, IRCTC will promote
the tourist places of
Chhattisgarh through its
social media platform,
which will attract tourists
from all over the country to
visit Chhattisgarh.

More than one lakh
Morcha members to
demo on November
3: Pandey

RLG’s clean to Green aims to sensitize,
educate and upskill the community 

Raipur, Sep 27: RLG
Systems India, a subsidiary
of Munich-headquartered
Reverse Logistics
Group(RLG) – a leading
global service provider of
comprehensive reverse lo-
gistics solutions,has an-
nounced the company’s
awareness and collection
strategy for FY22-23 by in-
troducing Awareness and
Collection Drive pro-
gramme under its flagship
campaign, Clean to
GreenTM (C2G). Under the
aegis of Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology
and Digital India, our main
objective is to reach out to a
diverse audience including
educational institutions,
corporations, bulk con-
sumers, retailers, Resident
Welfare Associations
(RWAs), dealers, and infor-
mal sector, spreading the
word about the Dos, Don’ts
and hazards associated with
E-Waste. This campaign
shall be spreading aware-
ness to the end users with
an objective of ‘SafeEwaste
Collection and Disposal’.

The details of the venues
and stakeholders that would

be touched in Raipur under
the Clean to Green TM
Campaign includes 

Pragya Vidya Mandir
Raipur, Govt. Higher
Secondary School, Thakur
pyarelal middle school,
Chhattisgarh Educational
Institute Pandit Girja
Shankar School, Thakur
Aniruddh Singh Memorial
School, Holy Mother
Higher Senior Sec. School,
Government Primary
School Panchjanya Vidya
Mandir, Nagar mata binni
bai sonkar School, Govt
Primary School,
Changorabhata and Sindhi
English Higher Sec.
Vidyalaya Electronic waste
(e-waste) typically includes
discarded servers, comput-

er monitors, motherboards,
printers, mobile phones and
chargers, compact discs,
headphones, television sets,
washing machines, air con-
ditioners, refrigerators
etcetera. India is currently
the third largest producer of
e-waste  in the world. To dis-
pose of E Waste safely with
C2G, you can reach out to us
on 1800 203 1460.

Talking about the compa-
ny’s latest awareness and
collection strategy for FY22-
23, Ms. Radhika Kalia, MD,
RLG Systems India, men-
tioned, “As a company, we
have been continuously
working towards our goals
of establishing a formal e-
waste management infra-
structure in the country.”

SSIMS Bhilai is first medical college in CG state to
achieve educational grant from Kread Foundation

Raipur, Sep 27: With the
joint efforts of Chairman —
I. P. Mishra, President —
Mrs. Jaya Mishra and Dean
Dr. Prakash Wakode,
SSIMSB has become first in-
stitution in entire
Chhattisgarh state to re-
ceive a grant from Kread
Foundation for implement-
ing  technology based OT
collaboration and AV inte-
gration system in the cam-
pus. This facility is now op-
erational and is also a com-
pliance mentioned by NMC
in notification published on
02.12.2008 in the Gazette of
India by Medical Council of
India. It will also help in
NAAC grading as men-
tioned in the guidelines.

“We hope that this facility
will be of great help to our
medical students in learn-
ing practical procedures
and enhancing their knowl-

edge.” said Dr. Prakash T.
Wakode, Dean, Shri
Shankaracharya Institute of
Medical Sciences, Bhilai

SSIMSB becomes first
medical college in
Chhatisgarh state to achieve
this technology driven edu-
cational Grant from Kread
Foundation a not for profit
charitable trust for creating
E-Class using OT WEBLive
Technology. As the system
has a High definition live
transmission capability,
thousands of doctors not
only on campus but in the
vicinity and worldwide will
be benefited from the live
surgical education trans-
mission capability now with
the campus. This facility
brings medical education to
the next level where doctors
can learn surgeries and
medical procedures in high
definition and also clarify

their queries with surgeons
while they perform surger-
ies. It is expected that more
than 750 doctors within
campus would be trained
from this implementation.

It offers fantastic coopera-
tion between humans and
technology, which could ele-
vate the level of precision
and efficiency of surgeries
so high we have never seen
before. “There are multiple
O.T.s in multiple medical
colleges, there are multiple
surgeries happening in
every O.T. Imagine the
amount of data which is
going waste. SSIMS Bhilai
started in the year 2014
under Shri Gangajali
Education Society, teaching
hospital of Medical College
(NMC Recognized) lead by
Chairman — I. P. Mishra,
President — Mrs. Jaya
Mishra.

Vijay Mishra releases
special anniv issue 

Raipur, Sep 27: Monthly
magazine Khabrilal News
& Analysis observed it’s
2nd Foundation Day on
25th september at a hotel
in Raipur and entered its
3rd year. Former
Additional General
Manager of Chhattisgarh
Power Company Vijay
Mishra chaired as a chief
guest and released the
special anniversary issue
after lighting up the lamp.
On this special day mim-
icry artist Vikas Sharma
made the audience

laughed by his mimicry
on late prime minister
Atal Behari Vajpaye.
Chhattisgarhi film pro-
ducer/Director Jasbir
Komal , Vijayanand
Sharma, Manab Ganguly,
Raisa Chatterjee, Kasturi
Chatterjee, Rajkumar
Mishra, Ashish Mishra,
Rahul Agrawal, IC
Shukla and many were
present on this special oc-
casion.

KPS team emerge
national 2nd runners up 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 27: HDFC
ERGO General
Insurance Company,
India’s leading private
sector general insur-
ance company, is con-
ducting the 7th edition
of HDFC ERGO
Insurance Awareness
Award Junior – Quiz
2022. This initiative is an
awareness platform
aimed at driving insur-
ance literacy amongst
students to educate
them on the importance
of financial security at
an early age. This plat-
form educates the future
generation of our na-
tion about insurance
and thus contributes to-
wards building a secure
nation

2600 students from
Classes VIII and IX from
1,500+ schools covering

110+ cities pan India
have participated in this
nationwide quiz. In this
national level quiz, KPS
Kamal Vihar students
team of Shrish and
Aditya  made the school
proud by clinching 2nd
runners up position in a
tightly contested and
nail biting grand finale
at Mumbai on 26th
September .They an-
swered questions from
Indian and global insur-
ance history, concepts
and current trends . The
students and the school
were rewarded with

cash prize of Rs.25000
each, along with tro-
phies and certificates.

The students were
constantly being guided
and supported by men-
tors in the school to
hone their skills and up-
date their knowledge.
Krishna Public School,
Raipur Region
Executive Director Mr.
Ashutosh Tripathi and
school principal Ms.
Priyanka Tripathi laud-
ed the excellent per-
formance of the stu-
dents, wishing them
good luck for future.

‘Take eight hour deep sleep for stress-free mind’

Raipur, Sep 27: Three
Days 22nd Annual
Conference of
Cerebrovascular Society of
India ‘Neurovascon-2022’
concluded in All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences on Sunday. A
galaxy of eminent neuro-
surgeons gathered at the
conference gave an impor-

tant message to society-for
a healthy mind, take peace-
ful and deep sleep of at
least 6 to 8 hours daily de-
spite your busy schedule. It
will keep you beyond any
neuro disorder. The confer-
ence also discussed emerg-
ing challenges and techno-
logical innovation during
scientific sessions span-
ning over three days.

In his presidential ora-
tion, Dr. Daljit Singh ex-
plained ‘Brain Beyond
Artery and Vein’ and sug-
gested that everyone
should relax and take deep
sleep regularly. ‘To keep
our mind healthy we
should sleep well without
failure. Deep sleep washes
out much stress in the
mind and thus keeps every-
one healthy and active, he
added. Dr. Singh gave

newer insights into Brain
Oedema and explained
new drugs and treatment
protocols to consultants.
He emphasized the use of
new technology and said
that with new technologi-
cal innovation we are able
to explain many things
through modern scans.

Pioneer neurosurgeon
Dr. Anil Karapurkar,
Senior Consultant, Breach
Candy Hospital, Mumbai
in his Dr. V.K. Kak Oration
explained the journey of
neurovascular interven-
tions in India. Dr.
Karapurkar said that de-
spite modern devices and
CATH Labs there are chal-
lenges before neurosur-
geons including fusiform
aneurysms of the basilar
artery, relentless progres-
sive spasm, some giant in-

tracranial aneurysms, and
giant brain AVM-deep pre-
senting with progressive
contralateral hemiparesis
and asymptomatic inciden-
tal large AVM. Dr.
Karapurkar passed the suc-
cess mantra to new sur-
geons ‘be confident but not
proud, do your duty with-
out expecting any return,
hope for the best, prepare
for the worst, and love one,
love all.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director dis-
cussed state-of-the-art
healthcare facilities avail-
able with the neurosurgery
department in the
Institute. ‘The conference
has enlightened new sur-

geons on many scientific
topics. It will pave the way
for a new beginning in neu-
rosurgery, he said.

Organizing Secretary Dr.
Anil Kmar Sharma in-
formed that three days con-
ference witnessed around
250 delegates around the
country. Experts from the
United States, United
Kingdom, Singapore, and
Canada also participated
through online and offline
modes in the conference. A
pre-conference workshop
extended training on basic
knots on globe model, diag-
nostic angiogram, neu-
rovascular intervention,
and devices used in the
treatment.

State Level training conference 
of ASUSE held by NSO

Raipur, Sep 27: The
National Statistical Office
(NSO), established by the
Government of India in
1950, conducts surveys on
various socio-economic
subjects through scientific
sampling methods. The
qualified and trained offi-
cers of the National
Statistical Office collect
the information for these
surveys through specially
designed schedules and
computer softwares.

In this sequence,
Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (ASUSE) will
be conducted from
October 1, 2022 to
September 30, 2023. For the
first time, Annual Survey
of Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises  was conduct-
ed from October 2019 to
March 2020 across the
country and second annu-
al survey was conducted
from July 21 to March 22.

National Statistical
Office, Regional Office,
Raipur is organizing a
state level training confer-
ence to train officers/em-
ployees for the second
round of annual survey of
unincorporated sector en-
terprises from Sep 27-29 at
Hotel Kingsway,
Telibandha, Raipur in
which the officers and
staff of all the National

Statistical Offices located
in Durg, Bilaspur,
Ambikapur and Raipur in
Chhattisgarh State will be
imparted training.

The training conference
was inaugurated by
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General,
National Statistics Office,
Regional Office, Raipur by
lamp lighting ceremony in
a private hostel here on
Tuesday. S.K. Tiwari,
Deputy Director, Press
Information Bureau (PIB),
Raipur was also present
on the occasion as special
guest.

Addressing the trainees
present on the occasion,
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director general said that
the unincorporated sector

enterprises contribute
very significantly to the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) of the country. The
number of enterprises in
the non-incorporated sec-
tor is huge and this sector
also contributes a lot in
employment generation.
For reliable and consistent
data in this sector, a coun-
trywide annual survey of
unincorporated sector en-
terprises is being conduct-
ed by the Government of
India in which the unin-
corporated enterprises in
manufacturing, trade and
service sector will be sur-
veyed through samples se-
lected on the basis of sci-
entific method. In the pres-
ent survey, a total of 16497
samples will be surveyed

throughout the country
and 394 samples will be
surveyed in Chhattisgarh
State. The data from this
survey will be used by var-
ious ministries, state gov-
ernments and institutions
including the National
Accounts Division.

S.K. Tiwari, Deputy
Director, Press
Information Bureau,
Raipur said that the
National Statistical Office
is an important link in the
economy of the country
and the officials of the
National Statistical Office
who conduct surveys in re-
mote areas have a major
role to play in this survey
since on the basis of the
actual data collected by
them, contribution of un-
incorporated sector enter-
prises in the development
of the country can be fur-
ther strengthened by
Government of India and
State Governments by ap-
propriate policy-planning
for this sector.

At the end of the inau-
guration ceremony,
George Minj, Assistant
Director, National
Statistical Office, Raipur
conveyed vote of thanks to
all the guests and partici-
pants present in the pro-
gramme, informs RL
Sahu, Dy. DG NSO Raipur
in a press release.

Ch’garh registers maximum
number of govt hospitals 

Raipur, Sep 27:
Chhattisgarh has regis-
tered the highest number
of government hospitals
in the country under
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission. Chhattisgarh is
also at the forefront in the

treatment of women under
Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (ABPM-
JAY). 58 percent of the
total beneficiaries treated
under the scheme are
women. Chhattisgarh is
the top state in the country
to give benefit of this
scheme to such a large
number of women. Union
Health Minister Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya re-
warded the state for these
achievements in the pro-
gram ‘Arogya Manthan’ or-
ganized in New Delhi on
Monday. Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel and
Health Minister  T.S.
Singhdeo congratulated
the entire team of the
Health Department on this
achievements.

On the completion of
four years of Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
and one year of Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission,
the two-day ‘Arogya
Manthan’ program organ-
ised in New Delhi on
September 25th and
September 26th, states
which have done excellent
work under Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana

were rewarded. On behalf
of Chhattisgarh, Secretary
of Health and Family
Welfare Department
Prasanna R., Chief
Executive Officer-cum-
Director Health Services of
State Nodal Agency, Bhim
Singh  and Dr. Shrikant
Rajimwale, Deputy
Director, State Nodal
Agency received the
award. 58 percent of the
total beneficiaries treated
through Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana in the
state are women. This
achievement of
Chhattisgarh was appreci-
ated at the national level.
Chhattisgarh is at the fore-
front of giving treatment to
such a large number of
women through the scheme.
For this, the state has been
awarded Ayushman
Excellence Award by the
National Health Authority.
Along with this,
Chhattisgarh has registered
more than nine thousand
government hospitals
under Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission. For this
also the state has been
awarded the Ayushman
Excellence Award for
achieving the highest posi-
tion at the national level.
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Under Ayushman
Bharat Digital
Mission

Ch’garh also tops in
the country in treat-
ment of women
under ABPMJAY

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, and Dr. Daljit Singh,
President, CSI with other dignitaries releasing souvenir
during Neurovascon-2022.

Dr. Anil Kumar Sharma,
Organizing Secretary 
addressing Neurovascon-
2022.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director, Dr. Daljit Singh,
President, CSI, and other guests inaugurating
Neurovascon-2022.

Eminent neurosur-
geons give mantra for
healthy life, vibrant
mind

22nd Annual
Conference of
Cerebrovascular
Society of India
‘Neurovascon-2022’
Concludes in AIIMS-R

At the  HDFC Ergo
Insurance Jr. Quiz
Grand Finale

 Of Khabrilal News &
Analysis

Raipur, Sep 27:
Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey
prayed for the happi-
ness and prosperity of
the country and the
state by offering
prayers to Goddess
Durga  at Raj Bhavan on
the first day of Shardiya
Navratri on Monday. The
Governor also extended

the best wishes of
Shardiya Navratri to the
people of the state on this
occasion.

Governor offers prayers at Raj Bhavan 
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Bilaspur, Sep 27: An ex-
citing football match be-
tween the students of St.
Xavier’s High School,
Bharni and Railway
School 2 took place in the
Science College ground,
Sarkanda. In this match
St. Xavier’s Bharni defeat-
ed their opponent by 1-0.
With this win St. Xavier’s
Bharni consistently se-
cured the top position in
the State Level Inter
School Boy’s Football
Tournament. Having
thrashed Railway 1 School
by 4-2 goals Bharni
emerged as the winner of
the semi-final match. In

the group league stage
Bharni had defeated
Aadharshila Public
School, Bal Bharti NTPC
and Mungeli Alfa School.
The exhilarating match
was attended by Arun Sao,
Member of Parliament,
Bilaspur, Renuka Singh,
Minister of state for
Tribal Affairs of India and
Shailesh Pandey, Member
of Legislative Assembly
Bilaspur as the guest of
honour for the event.
Distinguished guests’,
elite guardians and all the
students of both the
schools were cordially in-
vited to witness the event.

The match was full of ex-
citement and curiosities.
Both the team tried their
best to win. The two teams
were equally strong and
showed their excellent
skill and performance.
Nishant Xalxo was de-
clared Man of the Match
as he kicked the winning
goal and Bhaibhav Lakhra
was announced Player of
the Tournament. At the
end of the event the Chief
Guest delivered a speech
signifying the importance
of such types of tourna-
ments in the school.
Renuka Singh encouraged
the students for their laud-
able performances and fe-
licitated the trophies..
J.S.Hundal, the Principal
of St. Xavier’s High
School, Bharni, Mukesh
Sharaf, CEO of St.
Xavier’s Chain of Schools
congratulated the team
along with Santosh Ghosh,
the coach on their brilliant
performances.

SXHS Bharni clinches
winner trophy
Of state level inter school Boy’s Football Tournament

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Sep 27: The
members of Siddha Baba
Durgaotsav Samiti (SBDS)
Samta Nagar, Gourela,
known for celebrating the
festival of ‘Sharadiya
Navratri’, have construct-
ed huge ‘pandal’ with
colourful decoration of
lighting and established
the idol of Goddess Durga
as per rituals and recital of
vedic mantras here on
Monday and it has become
a centre of attraction for
all in the GPM district.

Along with this SBDS
also organises ‘Raas
Garba’ and ‘jagrata’ pro-
gramme during summer
time ‘Navratri’ and during
this there used to huge
presence of devotees in
the evening prayers. Gopal
Agrawal of SBDS in-

formed the this year the
‘pandal’ of Goddess Durga
has been decorated in at-
tractive manner compared
to last year and this time
team from Kolkata has
been invited. Along with
this ‘Rass-Garba’ and ‘ja-
grata’ too will be organ-

ised.
Under this Sandeep

Shivhare’s ‘jagrata’ is on
Sep 28; that of Ishrat Kedia
of Mumbai on Sep 29;
‘Raas-Garba’ by Deepak
Sarika on Sep 30; ‘Raas-
Garba’ by Sonali Singh on
Oct 1 and wonderful music
and songs by Nikki of
Mumbai on Oct 1.

Gopal Agrawal in-
formed that all the pro-
gramme will be held from
8:00 pm to 12:00 in the mid-
night and for ‘Raas-Garba’
only couples will be al-
lowed and they will have
to bring ‘Dandiya’ of their
own and come with com-
plete preparations and in
good attire.

The members of organ-
ising committee viz. Fakir
Chand Agrawal, Gopal
Agrawal, Ashish Agrawal,
Jaiprakash Shivdasni,
Jitendra Jain, Ajay Goyal,
Amit Motwani, Manish
Soni and others are ensur-
ing all the arrangement
for good conduct of this 9-
day ‘navratri’ festival.

Pandal of ‘Goddess Durga’ 
decorated in novel manner

Artists from Kolkata invited this time

 SBDS to hold 
‘Raas-Garba’ 
and ‘jagrata’ 
starting Sep 28

NNaannddiinnii--AAhhiirrwwaarraa,,  SSeepp  2277:: The
members of Chhattisgarhi
Bhakti Manch (CBM) taking
out a rally invited all the people
and traders of ‘Ahirwara’ city to
take part in the massive
‘Chunnari Yatra’ to be organ-
ised on third day of Navratri i:e
on Wednesday Sep 28. 

All the people of city were
informed taht this time in this
‘Chunnari Yatra’, ‘Aghori Baba’
of UP will be centre of attrac-
tion and along with this ‘Devi
Jas Jhanki’ and other attrac-
tions by the artists will be
there. 

Founder of this programme
and State president Dau Anand
Tamrakar informed that the
chief guest of the programme

will be RS MP Saroj Pandey
and special guest will be for-
mer MLA Ahirwara VS area
Sanwalram Dahare, ex-
Parliamentary Secy.
Labhchand Bafna, BJP state
spokesman Amit Sahu, SP Durg
district Dr Abhishekh Pallav,
Nagr Palika President Ahirwara
Natwar Lal Tamrakar, Mandal
President BJP Liman Sahu, and
other public representatives
and officers will be present.

In this invitational rally,
President Rahul Chandel, state
secy. Shekhar Baba, Tushar
Yadav, Salil Khan, President
Pankaj Patel, Yogesh Rajput,
Manish Sahu, Sandeep Baba,
Rahul Banjare and others were
present.

Members of CBM take
out massive ‘rally’

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Sep 27:
Irregularities in the re-
cruitment of Eklavya
schools, has come to
light and the Minister in
charge has instructed to
stop the pension of the
then Assistant
Commissioner. As per
information, in the year
2022-23 in Eklavya resi-
dential schools, a case of
huge irregularities in
the recruitment of guest
teachers is coming to the
fore.

The then Assistant
Commissioner of Tribal
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, KN
Mishra, committed all
these irregularities be-
fore retiring on July 31,
which has been revealed
from the information ex-
tracted under RTI.

The candidate having
lesser qualification has
been given appointment
without interview, by-
passing the qualified
candidate. After com-
plaining about this mat-
ter to the Minister in-
charge of the district,

Jaisingh Agarwal, the
Minister-in-Charge has
directed to stop the pay-
ment of gratuity, pen-
sion etc. to the then
A s s i s t a n t
Commissioner.

At the same time, after
the complaint, the
District Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary is
also investigating the ir-
regularities in the above
recruitment. In the
three Eklavya residen-
tial schools of district
Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, huge irregu-
larities are being taken
in the recruitment of

teachers and other em-
ployees for the last three
years.

From the information
extracted through RTI
by Om Prakash Verma,
the applicant had ap-
plied for the post of
guest teacher in Eklavya
Residential School,
Nevasa for the year 2022-
23, but despite his eligi-
bility, the candidate with
less qualification than
him, Neeraj Kumar
Choudhary was selected.

Neeraj Kumar
Choudhary has 42% in
high school, 44% in
higher secondary, he

does not have a bache-
lor’s degree and has
done 3-year course in
music. Whereas Om
Prakash Verma has
done 65% in high school,
64.4% in higher second-
ary, B.Com Bachelor’s
degree and music
Bachelor’s 6-year
course.

Despite that, Neeraj
Chaudhary was selected
instead of Omprakash
Verma.

Similarly, the then
Assistant Commissioner
recruited daily wage
earners, cooks, watch-
men, electricians,
plumbers, staff nurses,
music teachers, sports
teachers, etc., by doing
arbitrary transactions
in all the recruitments,
so that the eligible can-
didates were deprived of
selection.

The complaint of the
above irregularity was
made by District
Congress Secretary
Pitambar Singh Marko
to the Minister in-
charge of the district,
Jaisingh Agarwal.

Irregularities in the recruitment of Eklavya schools

Rajnandgaon, Sep 27:
The Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavare conducted inspec-
tion of ‘Girdawari’ in
Murmunda area here on
Monday. Kaware inspected
Kh. No. 341/1 area- 0.405
hect. and which in the cur-
rent FY is non-irrigated
land. The online details of
Kh. No. were found to be
correct. Further he also in-
spected the Kh. No. 334 to
344 and in this paddy culti-
vation was found. Upper
Collector CL Markandey
informed that in
Dongargarh tehsil,
‘Girdawari’ on 89.54% has

been done and its online
entry too has been complet-
ed. The ‘Girdawari’ work
will be completed as per
the time-limit set by the
state government.

On this occasion
Principal Patwari
Training School Priyanka
Dewangan, RI and Patwari
and Kotavar were present.
Farmer Komal Choudhary,
Daduram, Tameshwar,
Makhan Das, Sunder were
also present. The villagers
informed that the ‘Patwari’
of each ‘Halka’ work on re-
maining at the site and
‘patwari’ ‘panchama’ was
also prepared on the spot.

Divisional Comm conducts
inspection of ‘Girdawari’ work

In Murmunda area

Bijapur, Sep 27:

As per instructions from
Director Ayush
Directorate, Raipur and
under guidance of District
Ayurveda Officer Bijapur,
‘Ayush Swasthya Shivir’
was organised in weekly
‘haat’ market in
Bhopalpatnam here on
Monday. The camp was in-
augurated by Nagar
Panchayat President Riki
Korram, V-P Santosh Bore
and ward corporator by
performing prayers to
Lord Dhanvantari and
‘Ch’garh Mahatari’. In this
camp, the patients with
heart problems, skin dis-
eases, ‘vaatrog’, ‘gynecol-

ogical’ problems and other
diseases were offered treat-
ment. In this camp the
‘Aushodhi’ and ‘Ayush
Kadha’ in order to boost
the immune system was
also distributed and the
Ayurvedic doctors also dis-
tributed Ayurvedic medi-
cines to needy patients.
The camp was successful
conducted and in this a
total of 421 persons were
benefitted.

In this camp the
Homeopathic doctor PD
Bhoi, Ayush Doctor - Dr
RC Patel, Dr PK Sahu, Dr
BP Saw, Compounder
Rohit Khobragade, Nirmal
Kurre, Ramsai
Dhritlahare, Ayush depart-
ment officers and employ-
ees gave valuable support.

Ayush Health camp
held in Weekly Market

 Of Bhopalpatnam

Rajim, Sep 27:

The newly appointed
Principal of Govt Rajiv
Lochan PG College
(GRLPGC) Rajim Dr CL
Dewangan assumed of-
fice here on Monday and
he was welcomed with
flower bouquet on behalf

of the College family.
Speaking on the occa-
sion Dr Dewangan said
that at present he is also
looking after the work of
Addl. Director
Divisional Office of
Higher Education
Department in Raipur.
On this occasion

Principal in-charge Dr
Sonita Satsangi, Prof.
ML Verma, Prof. GP
Yadu, Gopal Rao
Urkurkar, Dr Samiksha
Chandrakar, Prof. Chitra
Khote, Prof Ksham
Shipla Masih, Prof.
Rajesh Baghel, Prof.
Bhanu Pratap Nayak,
Prof. Manisha Bhoi,
Prof. Aakash Baghmare,
Prof. Mukesh Kurre, Dr
Devendra Dewangan,
Prof. Yogesh Tarak and
other Janbhagidari pro-
fessors, guests profes-
sors and employees of
the College were pres-
ent.

Dr CL Dewangan assumes
office as Principal GRLPGC

Nandini-Ahirwara, Sep
27: On appointment of
Mahant Leeladhar Das
Sahu, R/o Ahiwara ward
No. 1, as the state president
of Pradesh Sahu Sangh
(PSS) Sanskritik Prakosth
(SP), he BJYM CG state
working committee mem-
ber Dau Anand Tamrakar

reached Mahant’s resi-
dence and extended greet-
ings to him and he also
held social talks with him.
During this meeting,
BJYM Mandal Gen. Secy.
Rahul Chandel, journalist
Aditya Tamrakar, Rounak
Tamrakar, Lokesh Sendre
were also present.

Mahant LD Sahu appointed
State President PSS(SP)

Special guidance,
awareness camp

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  SSeepp  2277:: In
order to benefit youth from
self-employment schemes
of the state government,
the District Industry and
Trade Centre, Rajnandgaon
will be holding special
guidance and awareness
camp in all the Janpad
offices. Through this camp,
guidance and information
will be provided about
‘Mukhyamantri Yuwa Swa-
rojgar Yojana’; ‘Pradhan
Mantri Rojgar Srijan
Karyakram’; ‘PM Sukshaam
Khadya Unnayan Yojana’
and others The camp will
be organised in Janpad
Panchayat Dongargarh on
Sept 30; in Churiya on Oct
3; in Ambagarh Chowki on
Oct 13; in Chuikhadan on
Oct 17 and in Khairagarh
on Oct 19.

Dongargarh, Sep 27: 

Expressing deep sorrow
over the incident of com-
mitting suicide due to ad-
ministrative corruption
by Budhram Baiga, resi-
dent of Room Khol village
of Pandaria area of
??Kawardha district, MP
Santosh Pandey has de-
manded a stop on the on-
going administrative cor-
ruption in the state.
Pandey has also demand-
ed a compensation of Rs.

1.5 crore to the victim’s
family from the Chief
Minister.

During the press confer-
ence, MP Santosh Pandey,
while giving information
about the developments,
said that the victim’s fami-
ly sought to suppress the
matter on behalf of the ad-
ministrative officers.It has
been said that Budhram
Baiga committed suicide
after he was accused of
stealing teak wood and
after his death a FIR was

also not lodged. During the
press conference, former
MLA Ramji Bharti,
Mahendra Bhai Patel,
Shashikant Dwivedi,
Mandal President Amit
Jain, Rural Mandal
President Jayant Kumar
Meshram, Councilor
Harish Motghare, Smt.
Anita Lokesh Indurkar,
Vijender Singh Thakur,
MP Representative
Parvinder S. Monty, Anil
Pandey and other BJP
workers were present.

Admn should give compensation to tribal family: MP

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  SSeepp  2277:: A nation-
al level continuing medical
education program was organ-
ized in Bharat Ratna Late Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Memorial
Medical College regarding the
changes in the fluids present in
the body in various types of
diseases and their role in accu-
rate treatment by investiga-
tion. Experts from the state
and outside the state shared
their experiences in the pro-
gramme, in which prominently
Dr. Asitva Mandal (Kolkata),

Dr. Suprita Nayak (Nagpur)
were present. In addition, Dr.
Renuka Gahine, Dr. Rakesh
Gupta, AIIMS Raipur and Dr.
FM Patel, Dr. Rajesh Agarwal,
Dr. Kritika Giani, Dr. Priya
Sahu, Dr. Ruby Sahu shared
their experiences.Dr. JC Gupta
(Retired Dean NSCV Jabalpur
and SS Medical College Rewa)
was felicitated. About 100
pathologists and consultant
doctors from different places
of Chhattisgarh participated in
the organized conference. 

National level 
symposium organized 

DDhhaammddhhaa,,  SSeepp  2277::  A three-day
program was organized by the
Department of Chemistry on the
occasion of International Ozone
Layer Protection Day, was cele-
brated here in Chandulal
Chandrakar Government College.
The formal inauguration of the
program was done by Principal
Prof. JK Verma. Various competi-
tions marked the celebration
which included essay writing, slo-
gan writing competitions.
Bindeshwari B.Sc. Isha Soni (BSc
II) was first, Pankaj Verma (BSc
III) second, and Yogeshwari (BSc
III) stood third in the essay writ-
ing. In slogan writing, Supriya
Thakur MSc 1st Semester

Chemistry First, Degeshwari MSc
3rd Semester Chemistry second
and Poonam Jain (BSc III) stood
third. In the second phase, a rally
was organized in which college
students and teachers participat-
ed.  The purpose of the rally was
to make the public aware of the
importance and protection of the
ozone layer. In the third phase, a
meeting was organized in the
seminar hall of the college, which
was presided over by the Principal
of the college.Shashi Thakur,
Rashmi Mohanty, Shakeela Bano,
Hemlal Netam, Rupesh Verma,
Archana Buddh, Rajni Sonwani,
Harsh Verma , Devshree Bhoyar
and others were present.

Int’nl Ozone Layer Day celebrated 

Sukma, Sep 27: Disaster
management training was
completed here in the dis-
trict on Sept 24. In this
training programme which
started from Sept 12, 100
youths selected from all the
three development blocks
of the district, including
both men and women, were
given training in disaster
management during flood,
earthquake, fire accident,
lightning, road accident, in-
dustrial accident etc.

In the Polytechnic
College located at the dis-
trict headquarters, these
youths were trained by the
trainers of the SDRF team
of Raipur including the di-
vision headquarters and
the security personnel of

NDRF, with the use of vari-
ous types of tools and
equipment in the rescue
work. In-charge district
fighter Sukma, NS Netam,
divisional fighter, Bastar di-
vision Jagdalpur SP
Gautam gave their special
support in the disaster
training program.

With the help of district
administration, disaster
management training,

these youths will be ready
to deal with any kind of dis-
aster in the district in fu-
ture. At the conclusion of
the training program,
Divisional Nagar Sena
Bastar Division Jagdalpur
Shri S.P Gautam and Shri
NS Netam distributed cer-
tificates, identity cards,
Aapda Mitra book to the
trainees as per the trainee
completion norms.

Disaster management training completed 
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Expelled nun begins
fast for fair deal by
convent authorities

Wayanad (Ker) Sept 27 (PTI): 

Sister Lucy Kalappura,
who had protested
against Bishop Franco
Mulakkal in the nun rape
case and was expelled by
the Franciscan Clarist
Congregation, began an
indefinite fast on
Tuesday before the con-
vent in nearby
Mananthavady, alleging
that she was denied basic
amenities there.

The nun came out with
serious accusations
against the convent au-
thorities that she had
been denied food and
other facilities of the in-
stitution, where she was
allowed by a local court
to stay till the case
against the bishop was

over. She alleged that she
has been isolated and hu-
miliated by fellow in-
mates of the convent.

“The convent authori-
ties have been blatantly
violating the directives
passed as an interlocuto-
ry order by a
Mananthavady court”, Sr

Lucy said adding that a
team of police from
Vellamunda station came
and met her and convent
authorities recently.

Kalappura (56), who
took part in a protest by
nuns belonging to
Missionaries of Jesus
Congregation seeking
the arrest of Bishop
Franco Mulakkal, ac-
cused of raping a nun,
was expelled by the FCC
under the Roman
Catholic Church in
August 2019. Consequent
to this, she had been
asked to vacate her con-
vent. However, a court
here had last year al-
lowed her to stay at the
FCC convent until the
case regarding her evic-
tion is decided.

‘If communal forces are to be
banned, RSS should be the first’

Thiruvananthapuram,
Sep 27 (PTI): Kerala’s rul-
ing CPI(M) on Tuesday said
imposing a ban on an ex-
tremist organisation or a
communal force would not
put an end to its activities
and if such a step has to be
taken then RSS should be
the first one to be banned.

CPI(M) state secretary M
V Govindan’s statement
came amidst reports that
the Centre was planning to
include the Popular Front
of India (PFI) in the list of
terror outfits.

His statement also comes
a day after BJP chief J P
Nadda alleged that Kerala
was now a “hotspot” of ter-
rorism and fringe elements
and life was not safe in the
southern state.

“If an organisation has
to be banned, then it has to
be RSS. It is the main or-
ganisation carrying out
communal activities. Will it
be banned? Banning an ex-

tremist organisation will
not address the problem.
RSS has been banned in the
past. The CPI has been
banned.

“Banning an organisa-
tion will not end it or its
ideology. They would only
come back with a new
name or identity. We need
to create awareness against
such groups and take legal
action against them when
they commit any illegality,”
he told reporters.

The CPI(M) state secre-
tary was referring to the

ban on CPI in 1950 and the
bans on RSS in pre and
post-independence India.

Govindan further said
that RSS, BJP and the
Sangh Parivar are present-
ly seeking the ban on PFI.

“So if communal forces
are to be banned, RSS will
have to be the first one. But
that is not going to happen
in the present political sce-
nario in the country,” he
added.

The CPI(M) state secre-
tary further said that when
two communal forces con-
front each other, they make
each other stronger and
“that is what is going on
now” be it RSS or a minori-
ty communal group.

He also answered in the
negative when asked
whether the Left front
joined hands with such or-
ganisations to win elec-
tions in local body polls.

PFI, whose hundreds of
leaders were recently ar-

rested and its offices raided
across the country, had
called a hartal in Kerala on
September 23 during which
its activists had allegedly
engaged in widespread vio-
lence resulting in damage
to buses, public property
and even attacks on the
general public.

Regarding what hap-
pened on September 23,
Govindan said that while
the government and the
Left party were not against
hartals, as everyone has the
right to protest, it was not
in favour of violence and
destruction of property in
the name of agitations.

“The Chief Minister has
said strict action would be
taken against those who en-
gaged in violence during
the hartal. Damaging
buses, attacking passen-
gers and destruction of
public property is what
happened in the name of
hartal.

Cong to field all its sitting MLAs in Himachal
New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Tuesday approved party
tickets to all the 20 sitting
MLAs in Himachal
Pradesh and is learnt to
have finalised the names
of another 15 candidates
for the upcoming assem-
bly elections in the state,
sources said.

The decision to field all

party MLAs was taken at
a meeting of the party’s
Central Election
Committee headed by
Congress president
Sonia Gandhi.

The meeting was held
at Gandhi’s 10, Janpath
residence, where senior
leaders Ambika Soni, K
C Venugopal, Girija
Vyas, Mukul Wasnik,
Verrappa Moily and

Mohsina Kidwai were
present. AICC in-charge
for Himachal Pradesh
Rajeev Shukla and HP
PCC president Pratibha
Singh were also present.

Some of the names ap-
proved at the meeting in-
clude Vikramaditya
Singh from Shimla Rural
and Mukesh Agnihotri
from Haroli. Singh is the
son of former chief min-

ister Virbhadra Singh
and Agnihotri is the CLP
leader in the Himachal
Pradesh Assembly.

Virbhadra Singh’s wife
Pratibha Singh, who is
the party MP from
Mandi, is unlikely to con-
test, the sources said.
The election to the 68-
member Himachal
Pradesh Assembly is due
this year.

WORLD TOURISM DAY

A student takes part in a painting competition organised on World Tourism Day, in Srinagar, Tuesday.

TOY TRAIN SERVICE

The newly launched Tri-Weekly Toy Train with a Vistadome coach & restaurant coach
on the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway. 

BRIEF

Stone
 New Delhi: Delhi

Deputy Chief
Minister Manish
Sisodia on Tuesday
laid the foundation
stone of three new un-
derpasses at Shalimar
Bagh here that will be
constructed at a cost
of Rs 59.5 crore, an of-
ficial statement said.
The underpasses will
ease traffic congestion
around Mukarba
Chowk and Haiderpur
Badli Metro, it said.

Nabbed 
 Itanagar: An

ULFA(I) militant was
nabbed near the
Myanmar border in
Arunachal Pradesh’s
Tirap district, an
Assam Rifles officer
said on Tuesday. The
Khonsa battalion of
the Assam Rifles ap-
prehended the mili-
tant from Noglo vil-
lage near the
Myanmar border on
Monday, he said. The
militant was identi-
fied as Dibjyoti
Senapati alias Dipen
Asom, a resident of
Dibrugarh in Assam,
he added.

Plan 
 Jammu: Amid a

widespread crack-
down against the
Popular Front of
India, Director
General of Jammu
and Kashmir Police
Dilbag Singh on
Tuesday said a com-
prehensive plan is in
place to deal with ter-
ror and anti-national
elements in the coun-
try. The police chief
further said action
against the terror
networks would defi-
nitely have a positive
impact and there was
no need to look at the
country-wide raids
from a communal
angle.

Kidnap
 Jammu: A six-

month-old baby was
allegedly kidnapped
from the government
district hospital in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kishtwar
district on Tuesday,
police said. A senior
officer said CCTV
footage showed a
burqa clad woman
carrying away the
baby from the hospi-
tal at around 12.30
pm, adding a search
has been launched to
nab her and rescue
the child.

Mishap
 Jaipur: Three people,

including an infant,
were killed and 36 oth-
ers injured when the
private bus they were
travelling in collided
head on with a truck
in Nagaur district on
Monday night, police
said. Surendra
Meena, an assistant
sub-inspector posted
at Kotwali police sta-
tion, said the de-
ceased had been iden-
tified as Mohan Ram
(70), Chataram (60)
and two-month-old
Shanti. The bodies
were handed over to
the relatives of the de-
ceased after post
mortem on Tuesday,
he said.

WB CM Mamata Banerjee
during the inauguration
of a community Durga
Puja pandal, in Kolkata,
Tuesday.

Jaipur, Sep 27 (PTI): 

Amid an ongoing politi-
cal crisis in Rajasthan,
state minister Pratap
Singh Khachariyawas al-
leged on Tuesday that the
BJP has again started
hatching a conspiracy to
topple the Congress gov-
ernment.

On the other hand, an-
other minister, Rajendra
Singh Gudha, once again
endorsed senior Congress
leader Sachin Pilot’s name
for the chief minister’s
post.

“ED, income tax depart-
ment, CBI officials are sit-
ting in Rajasthan. BJP’s

game has started. BJP is
again engaged in a con-
spiracy to topple the
Rajasthan government,”
Khachariyawas told re-
porters here.

He said whatever deci-
sion the Congress high-
command takes as regards
the latest political develop-
ments in the state will be
acceptable to all.

The Congress in
Rajasthan plunged into a
crisis on Sunday as sever-
al MLAs loyal to Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot re-
signed over a possible
move to appoint Pilot as
Gehlot’s successor, their
rebellion erupting just
ahead of a Congress
Legislature Party (CLP)
meeting. Upset over the

open rebellion, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
sought a written report on
it from party observers
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Ajay Maken on Monday as
the chances of Gehlot be-
coming the party chief re-
ceded and other names
cropped up for the post.

Khachariyawas said the
views of the MLAs should
be heard. “We have faith in
the party leadership.
Every Congress worker in
the country considers
Sonia Gandhi like his
mother. A mother always
does justice,” he added.

Replying to a question
on why the Gehlot loyal-
ists held a parallel meeting
instead of attending the
CLP meet, Khachariyawas
said they were not happy
when they came to know
that someone from the 19
people who had rebelled
against Gehlot in 2020 was
going to be the chief min-
ister and they submitted
their resignation to
Assembly Speaker CP
Joshi.

“Still, whatever our in-
charge, leadership, Ashok
Gehlotji will decide, we
will accept,” he added.

The CLP meet was to be
held at the chief minis-
ter’s residence on Sunday
night but the MLAs loyal

to Gehlot did not attend it.
They held a parallel meet-
ing at Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Shanti
Dhariwal’s bungalow here
and then went to meet the
speaker to submit their
resignation letters to him.

All India Congress
Committee (AICC) observ-
er and the party’s
Rajasthan in-charge, Ajay
Maken, who came to at-
tend the CLP meet from
Delhi, had said holding a
parallel meeting of the
MLAs amounted to “indis-
cipline”.

Meanwhile, Gudha sup-
ported Pilot for the chief
minister’s post.

“Whatever decision the
high-command takes, we
will accept it.... Because he
(Pilot) has a network in all
the 200 Assembly con-
stituencies, he is a leader
of the masses and he is
young, we can repeat the
government in Rajasthan
with him on the post,” the
minister of state for rural
development said.

He said the Congress
high-command will end
the impasse very soon,
adding that if one-on-one
meetings are held with all
the MLAs, they will say
“whatever the high-com-
mand says, we will 
accept it”.

‘BJP behind conspiracy 
to topple Cong govt’

Kannur (Kerala), Sep 27 (PTI): 

The passengers who
were stranded here a day
ago after a Delhi-bound
Air India plane was
forced to land at the
Kannur International
Airport due to a bird hit,
finally left for the national
capital on Tuesday aboard
another aircraft of the
airline.

The flight with 135 pas-
sengers had originated
from Kozhikode and land-
ed in the Kannur airport
before flying to Delhi.

“A Delhi-bound Air
India flight from
Bengaluru was routed
through Kannur to pick
up the 61 stranded passen-
gers,” the airport SHO
told PTI.

They were sent on the

flight from Bengaluru as
the bird-hit aircraft was
still undergoing fitness
trials and the airline did
not want to further delay
the travel plans of the pas-
sengers, the officer said.

While the bird-hit air-
craft was undergoing re-
pairs, Air India also kept
open the option of routing
a flight from Bengaluru to
Delhi through Kannur,
the officer said. Earlier in
the day, an Air India offi-
cial said that they planned
to send the passengers to
Delhi on the same bird-hit
aircraft once it was re-
paired and certified fit to
fly. He also said that of the
total 135 passengers who
were on board, some had
cancelled their tickets and
took an Indigo flight,
while some others had re-

scheduled their travel
leaving around 85 people
who were accommodated
in hotels in Kannur.

“Of the 85, 24 were for-
eign bound passengers
and they were sent to
their respective destina-
tions in Dubai and
Bahrain on Air India
Express flights yesterday
and this morning.

“Now 61 domestic pas-
sengers are presently here
and they would be sent to
Delhi on the same plane
once it is repaired,” the of-
ficial said in the morning.

The official had also
said that seven engineers
arrived here from Delhi
and they are presently ex-
amining and repairing
the aircraft’s engines
which had remains of the
birds which hit it.

Passengers from bird-hit 
AI plane leave for Delhi

Bhubaneswar, Sep 27 (PTI): 

The opposition BJP in
Odisha on Tuesday
blocked an arterial road
in Puri district on
Tuesday seeking a thor-
ough investigation into
the death of BJD zilla
parishad member
Dharmendra Sahoo, who
was found hanging in his
house last week.

Members of the opposi-
tion party, during the
demonstration between
Nimapara and Pipili
areas, claimed that Sahoo
was murdered for “politi-
cal reasons”. The agita-
tors also said that school
and mass education min-
ister Samir Ranjan Dash,

who represents the
Assembly, had a role to
play in the case, as allega-
tions went rife that the
BJD MLA had been creat-
ing disturbances in
Sahoo’s personal life.

The minister, however,
expressed grief over
Sahoo’s death and said he
was not aware of any con-
troversy.

“I am sad to hear about
his (Dharmendra
Sahoo’s) death. I have no
idea about what is being
discussed, his family has-
n’t said anything. I don’t
think I should reply to the
allegations made by oppo-
sition parties,” the minis-
ter told reporters.

BJP state vice-president
Pravati Parida dubbed
Sahoo’s death as a “well-
planned murder”.

“He took the extreme

step as senior leader of
the BJD was interfering
in his family matters,”
she said. Sahoo (48) was
found hanging at his
home in Sisupalgarh on
Saturday. His post-
mortem report suggested
that he died of asphyxia.
Ahead of his death, Sahoo
had posted a message on
social media, asking the
police to examine the con-
tents of his phone.

His phone was found a
few metres away from his
home in a field.

The BJD is yet to issue
any official statement on
the matter.

A Congress delegation
had earlier met
Bhubaneswar DCP
Prateek Singh and de-
manded that Dash be in-
terrogated in connection
with Sahoo’s death.

BJP seeks probe into ZP member’s death
 Points finger 

at minister

Congress MLA Pratap Singh Khachariyawas addresses 
a press conference, in Jaipur, Tuesday.

 In Rajasthan

M V Govindan

Sister Lucy Kalappura



PRINCE WILLIAM AND KATE IN HLOYHEAD

Britain’s Prince William and Kate, Princess of Wales, receive a posy of flowers as they
arrive for a visit to the RNLI Holyhead Lifeboat Station, in Holyhead, Wales, where
they are meeting crew, volunteers and some of those who have been supported by
their local unit, Tuesday Sept. 27.
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Islamabad, Sep 27 (AP):

A senior member of the
Taliban-run government in
Afghanistan on Tuesday
called on Afghanistan’s new
rulers to reopen schools for
girls beyond the sixth grade,
saying there is no valid rea-
son in Islam for the ban.

The appeal from Sher
Mohammad Abbas
Stanikzai, the Taliban
deputy foreign minister,
came during a top Taliban
gathering in Kabul.

It was a rare moderate
voice amid the harsh meas-
ures imposed by the Taliban
since they overran the coun-
try and seized power in
August 2021.

The measures include

banning girls from middle
school and high school de-
spite initial promises to the
contrary.

Women are required to
cover themselves from head
to toe in public, with only
their eyes showing.

The Taliban have said
they are working on a plan
to open secondary schools
for girls but have not given a
timeframe.

The United Nations has
called the ban “shameful”
and the international com-
munity has been wary of of-
ficially recognising the
Taliban, fearing a return to
the same harsh rule the
Taliban imposed when they
were last in power in the late
1990s.

“It is very important that
education must be provided
to all, without any discrimi-
nation,” Stanikzai said.

“Women must get educa-
tion, there is no Islamic
prohibition for girls’ edu-
cation.”

“Let’s not provide oppor-
tunities for others to create
a gap between the govern-
ment and people,” he
added.

“If there are technical is-
sues, that needs to be re-
solved, and schools for
girls must be opened.”

Still, it was unclear if
and how much Stanikzai
could sway hard-liners,
who appear to hold the
reins in the Taliban admin-
istration.

Stanikzai was once head
of the Taliban team in talks
that led to the 2020 agree-
ment in Qatar between the

Taliban and the United
States that included the com-
plete withdrawal of foreign
troops from Afghanistan.

Afghan Taliban deputy calls for reopening schools for girls

Washington, Sep 27 (PTI):

The importance of man-
aging a “responsible rela-
tionship” with India and
addressing the debt issue
with China so that
Pakistan can recover more
quickly from the impact of
the devastating floods
were the key focus of the
talks between US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and his Pakistani
counterpart Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari.

During the meeting at
the Foggy Bottom head-
quarters of the State
Department on Monday,
Blinken also said US and
Pakistan will continue to
work closely on countert-
errorism issues.

“In our discussion today,

we talked about the impor-
tance of managing a re-
sponsible relationship
with India, and I also
urged our colleagues to en-
gage China on some of the
important issues of debt
relief and restructure so
that Pakistan can more
quickly recover from the

floods,” Blinken said at an
event here to
Commemorate the 75th
Anniversary of US-
Pakistan relations.

Relations between India
and Pakistan have been
strained over the Kashmir
issue and cross-border ter-
rorism emanating from

Pakistan.The ties between
the two countries nose-
dived after India abrogat-
ed Article 370 of the
Constitution, revoking the
special status of Jammu
and Kashmir and bifurcat-
ing the State into two
Union Territories on
August 5, 2019.

Following India’s deci-
sion, Pakistan downgrad-
ed diplomatic ties with
New Delhi and expelled
the Indian envoy. Trade
ties between Pakistan and
India have largely been
frozen since then.

Blinken said they also
spoke about the impor-
tance of meeting their
commitments as democra-
cies, upholding core val-
ues like respect for free-
dom of religion, belief,
freedom of expression.

Blinken and Pak FM Bilawal discuss importance
of managing ‘responsible’ ties with India

Islamabad, Sep 27 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has called a meeting of the
National Security
Committee (NSC) on
Wednesday to deliberate
on the audio leaks from
the Prime Minister’s
Office that has trigged a
controversy with the
Opposition demanding his
resignation.

A slew of audio record-
ings featuring confidential
conversations of the
prime minister with high-
government officials sur-
faced on social media last
week, raising questions
about the security of the
highest office of the coun-

try.
More audio clips were

leaked on Monday where
top PML-N leaders were
purportedly heard making
strategies about the by-
elections that were recent-
ly postponed due to the
devastating floods.

A joint investigation
team (JIT) with a repre-
sentative from Army-run
intelligence agencies was
ordered to probe the issue.

The Intelligence Bureau
(IB) is also investigating
the leaks.

Officials said an initial
report by the top intelli-
gence agencies has been
prepared which will be
placed before the NSC —
the highest civil-military
body on security affairs.

According to an official
statement issued on
Monday, the NSC meeting
will take place at the PM
House on Wednesday, the
Express Tribune newspa-
per reported.

The top military and
civilian leadership, includ-
ing defence minister, inte-
rior minister, information
minister, finance minister
and other important cabi-
net members will partici-

pate in the meeting, it said.
On Monday, ousted

prime minister Imran
Khan demanded the resig-
nation of his successor
Sharif over the issue.

“PM Shehbaz Sharif
should resign after the
audio leaks involving him,
some Cabinet members
and government officials
have surfaced,” Khan,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party chairman,
said.

Meanwhile, Inte rior
Minister Rana Sana ullah
raised a few eyebrows
when he attempted to
downplay the possibility of
hacking, calling it a
“storm in a teacup”, the
Dawn newspaper reported
on Tuesday.

Pak PM Sharif summons NSC meet 
to discuss audio leaks from PMO

United Nations, Sep 27

(PTI):

Bhutan and Nepal on
Monday expressed grati-
tude and appreciation for
India at the UN General
Assembly for its “heart
warming goodwill” and
“valuable support” in sup-
ply of COVID-19 vaccines
under New Delhi’s Vaccine
Maitri initiative’ that en-
abled the neighbouring
countries to vaccinate their
populations as the pandem-
ic raged across the world.

Bhutan’s Foreign
Minister Lyonpo Tandi
Dorji, in his address to the
high-level 77th Session of
the United Nations General
Assembly Monday, said
that as with many other
parts of the world, Bhutan
was not spared the impacts
of COVID-19 nor its in-
duced disruptions.

“Our campaign to vacci-
nate our population has

been recognised as an un-
likely success story, and
today, more than 90 per cent
of our entire population
stand fully vaccinated.
This, in no small measure,
was possible due to the
heart warming goodwill of
friends and partners, in-
cluding India, whose
Vaccine Maitri initiative
enabled the full first round
of vaccinations for our
adult population,” Dorji
said in his address from
UNGA podium on the last
day of the General Debate.

Bhutan also expressed
gratitude to the United
States, Denmark, Bulgaria,
Croatia, and China, “whose
generosity with vaccines
came at the most critical
time”. “We also thank all
the other bilateral partners
and multilateral agencies
that supported logistics
and provided financial sup-
port, medicines and equip-
ment for our response to
the pandemic. Our success

would not have been possi-
ble without all of your sup-
port,” the Bhutanese
Foreign Minister said.

Nepal’s Foreign
Secretary Bharat Raj
Paudyal also expressed ap-
preciation in his address to
the General Assembly for
the vaccines provided to
his country by India.

“In Nepal, we have been
able to fully vaccinate 96
per cent of the target popu-
lation, with almost every-
one receiving at least one
dose. We thank our imme-
diate neighbours - India
and China, our develop-
ment partners, and the
United Nations System for
their valuable support,” he
said. Under the Vaccine
Maitri initiative of the
Indian government, more
than 250 million COVID-19
vaccine doses have been
supplied to over 100 coun-
tries, including nearly 95
lakh doses to Nepal and 5.5
lakh doses to Bhutan.

At UNGA, Bhutan, Nepal express gratitude
for India’s supply of COVID-19 vaccines

Cape Canaveral (US), Sep 27 (AP):

A NASA spacecraft
rammed an asteroid at
blistering speed Monday
in an unprecedented dress
rehearsal for the day a
killer rock menaces Earth.

The galactic grand slam
occurred at a harmless as-
teroid 9.6 million kilome-
ters away, with the space-
craft named Dart plowing
into the small space rock
at 22,500 kph. Scientists ex-
pected the impact to carve
out a crater, hurl streams
of rocks and dirt into
space and, most impor-
tantly, alter the asteroid’s
orbit.

Telescopes around the
world and in space aimed
at the same point in the
sky to capture the specta-
cle. Though the impact
was immediately obvious
Dart’s radio signal abrupt-
ly ceased it will be days or
even weeks to determine
how much the asteroid’s
path was changed.

The USD 325 million

mission was the first at-
tempt to shift the position
of an asteroid or any other
natural object in space.

“No, this is not a movie
plot,” NASA
Administrator Bill Nelson
tweeted earlier in the day.
“We’ve all seen it on
movies like Armageddon,’
but the real-life stakes are
high,” he said in a prere-
corded video.

Monday’s target: a 160-
metre asteroid named
Dimorphos. It’s actually a
moonlet of Didymos,
Greek for twin, a fast-spin-
ning asteroid five times
bigger that flung off the

material that formed the
junior partner.

The pair have been or-
biting the sun for eons
without threatening
Earth, making them ideal
save-the-world test candi-
dates.

Launched last
November, the vending
machine-size Dart short
for Double Asteroid
Redirection Test navigated
to its target using new
technology developed by
Johns Hopkins
University’s Applied
Physics Laboratory, the
spacecraft builder and
mission manager.

Dart’s on-board camera,
a key part of this smart
navigation system, caught
sight of Dimorphos barely
an hour before impact.

“Woo hoo,” exclaimed
Johns Hopkins mission
systems engineer Elena
Adams. “We’re seeing
Dimorphos, so wonderful,
wonderful.”

With an image beaming
back to Earth every sec-
ond, Adams and other
ground controllers in
Laurel, Maryland,
watched with growing ex-
citement as Dimorphos
loomed larger and larger
in the field of view along-
side its bigger companion.

A mini satellite followed
a few minutes behind to
take photos of the impact.
The Italian Cubesat was
released from Dart two
weeks ago.

Scientists insisted Dart
would not shatter
Dimorphos. The space-
craft packed a scant 570
kilograms, compared with
the asteroid’s 5 billion kilo-

grams. But that should be
plenty to shrink its 11-
hour, 55-minute orbit
around Didymos.

The impact should pare
10 minutes off that, but tel-
escopes will need any-
where from a few days to
nearly a month to verify
the new orbit. The antici-
pated orbital shift of 1 per
cent might not sound like
much, scientists noted.
But they stressed it would
amount to a significant
change over years.

Planetary defense ex-
perts prefer nudging a
threatening asteroid or
comet out of the way, given
enough lead time, rather
than blowing it up and cre-
ating multiple pieces that
could rain down on Earth.
Multiple impactors might
be needed for big space
rocks or a combination of
impactors and so-called
gravity tractors, not-yet-
invented devices that
would use their own gravi-
ty to pull an asteroid into a
safer orbit.

NASA spacecraft crashes into asteroid in defense test

Havana, Sep 27 (AP):

Hurricane Ian tore into
western Cuba on
Tuesday as a major hurri-
cane, with nothing to stop
it from intensifying into a
catastrophic Category 4
hurricane before it hits
Florida on Wednesday.

Ian made landfall at
4:30 a.m. EDT Tuesday in
Cuba’s Pinar del Rio
province, where officials
set up 55 shelters, evacu-
ated 50,000 people, rushed
in emergency personnel
and took steps to protect
crops in Cuba’s main to-
bacco-growing region.

The U.S. National
Hurricane Centre said
“significant wind and
storm surge impacts”
were occurring Tuesday
morning in western
Cuba.

Ian sustained top
winds of 205 kmph as it
moved over the city of
Pinar del Rio. As much as
14 feet of storm surge

was predicted along
Cuba’s coast.

After passing over
Cuba, Ian was forecast to
strengthen even more
over warm Gulf of
Mexico waters, reaching
top winds of 225 kmh be-
fore making landfall
again.

Tropical storm-force
winds were expected in
Florida late Tuesday,
reaching hurricane force
Wednesday morning.

The hurricane centre
said there’s a 100 percent
chance of damaging
winds and water along
Florida’s west coast, issu-
ing a hurricane warning
from Bonita Beach north
through Tampa Bay to
the Anclote River.

Tampa and St.
Petersburg could get
their first direct hit by a
major hurricane since
1921.

“Please treat this storm
seriously. It’s the real
deal. This is not a drill,”

Hillsborough County
Emergency Management
Director Timothy Dudley
said Monday at a news
conference on storm
preparations in Tampa.

Western Cuba is rela-
tively lightly populated,
but with tropical storm
force winds extending
outward 185 kilometers
from Ian’s centre, Cuba’s
capital wasn’t spared.

Havana’s residents
openly worried about
flooding ahead of the
storm, with workers un-
clogging storm drains
and fishermen taking
their boats out of the
water. “I am very scared
because my house gets
completely flooded, with
water up to here,” Adyz
Ladron said, pointing to
his chest.

In Havana’s El
Fanguito, a poor neigh-
bourhood near the
Almendares River, resi-
dents packed up what
they could.

Hurricane Ian strikes Cuba, Florida
braces for Cat 4 damage

Tokyo, Sep 27 (AP):

Japan’s hawkish former
leader Shinzo Abe was ho-
noured by a rare and divi-
sive state funeral Tuesday
that was full of militaris-
tic presentation like sol-
diers carrying his ashes in
a box brought by his
widow and praise of his
nine-year premiership.

Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida has said the pub-
licly financed ceremony
was a deserved honour for
Japan’s longest-serving
modern political leader,
but it has deeply split pub-
lic opinion and was met
with angry protests.

The event attended by
US Vice President Kamala
Harris, Japan’s Crown
Prince Akishino and other
foreign and Japanese dig-
nitaries began with Akie
Abe, in a black formal ki-
mono, walking slowly be-
hind Kishida into the fu-

neral venue, carrying the
urn in a wooden box
wrapped in a purple cloth
with gold stripes. Soldiers
in white uniforms took
Abe’s ashes and placed

them on a pedestal filled
with white and yellow
chrysanthemum flowers
and decorations.

Attendants stood while
a military band played the

Kimigayo national an-
them, then observed a mo-
ment of silence before a
video praising Abe’s
tenure. Footage included
his 2006 parliamentary
speech vowing to build a
“beautiful Japan” and his
“Toward the Alliance of
Hope” speech at the US
Congress in 2015.

It also included his vis-
its to disaster-hit northern
Japan after the March 2011
tsunami, and his 2016
Super Mario imperson-
ation in Rio de Janeiro to
promote the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics.

Kishida, in his 12-
minute eulogy, praised
Abe as an aspiring politi-
cian with a clear vision for
postwar economic growth
and development of Japan
and the world, and promot-
ing the concept of a “free
and open Indo-Pacific” as
a counter to China’s rise.

Kishida, as he looked up

a large photo of smiling
Abe, said as a fellow law-
maker elected in the same
year in 1993, Abe’s loss
came too soon. “You were
a person who should have
lived much longer,”
Kishida said. “I had a firm
belief that you were to
contribute as a compass to
show the future direction
of Japan and the rest of
the world for 10 or 20 more
years.”

Harris sat in the third
row next to Rahm
Emanuel, the US ambassa-
dor to Japan, during the
ceremony, and they later
joined others by placing a
branch of chrysanthe-
mum flowers on a table set
before the pedestal.

Abe was cremated in
July after a private funeral
at a Tokyo temple days
after he was assassinated
while giving a campaign
speech on a street in Nara,
a city in western Japan.

Japan’s former leader Abe honoured
at divisive state funeral

Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, left welcomes
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi to a reception at the
Akasaka Palace state guest house, Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022,
in Tokyo, following the state funeral for Japan’s former
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.
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A royal 
combination 

In our student days, we were
taught that Royal Combination
means a combination of sub-
jects, namely Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics.
Generally, that particular com-
bination was attracted by the
bright students. But now in the
political circle of the nation,
many such royal combinations
have emerged among our polit-
ical parties. They are as Modi-
Shah-Yogi of BJP, Sonia-Rahul-
Priyanka of Congress, Kejriwal-
Sisodia of AAP, Lalu-Tejasvi of
RLD, and Mulayam-Akhilesh of
SP, to name a few. The latest
entry into this elite group is
Partha and Arpita combo (both
belonging to the crusader
against corruption (Mamata
Banerjee's camp), whose joint
assets are worth Rs 103 crore,
according to ED's latest assess-
ment. It is no doubt yet another
record-breaking achievement
on the part of TMC which is
heading the West Bengal gov-
ernment for two consecutive
terms to the utter delight of
TMC supporters across the
nation. Our ex-APCC chief
Ripun Bora, who recently
switched over to TMC, must be
grinning for joining the right
party at the right moment. I
wish him success. 
DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  GGuuwwaahhaattii..

NGT ineffective
The NGT has not been very
effective in monitoring the
implementation of its poli-
cies, resulting in the dis-
charge of untreated effluents
by industries. Generation of
solid and liquid waste is going
up every year, which is an
indicator of development and
a strong economy, but large
quantities are left
unprocessed, increasing the
level of greenhouse gases and
environment pollution.
Recently the government had
ordered a ban on the use of
single-use plastic, but the war
against plastic has been going
on for decades. We have the
rules, but there is no imple-
mentation. The polluters con-
tinue to pollute. In order to
minimise environmental
impact, the NGT needs a
much bigger push in speedy
disposal of cases relating to
waste management. The gov-
ernment should create aware-
ness. Enforcement is the key
for the ban to be effective.

RRaammiinnddeerr  BBhhaattttii,,  CChhaannddiiggaarrhh

Quota only for poor
Only the poor should be
helped financially. The SCs
and STs have been enjoying
quotas without any time
frame, even if they are
wealthy. In case of OBCs,
their hefty annual income
from salary or agriculture is
not taken into account to
exclude them from quota. The
non-creamy layer rules are
vague and can be circumvent-
ed easily. How can people
with Rs 8 lakh annual income
be called poor and included in
the EWS category, when
crores of poor people are
struggling to make both ends
meet? The government should
help only the poor to raise
their socio-economic status,
without any caste or class
consideration, for the sake of
equality.

CCSS  MMaannnn,,  bbyy  mmaaiill
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People residing in the floodplains of Yamuna river shift their belongings and livestock after a rise in the water level of the river,
in New Delhi, Tuesday, Sept. 27. An evacuation alert has been declared for people living in the low-lying areas near the Yamuna
banks in Delhi with the water level in the river rising well above the danger mark of 205.33 metres, following incessant rains in
the upper catchment areas. 

YAMUNA OVERFLOWING

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

TT he political crisis in Rajasthan, one of the mere two states
ruled solo by the Congress (the other being Chhattisgarh),

has demonstrated yet again the grand old party’s tendency to
score own goals and allow things to spin out of control. It’s baffling
that a party whose national footprint has shrunk alarmingly in
recent years keeps shooting itself in the foot every now and then.
At a time when the Congress’ entire focus should be on the upcom-
ing presidential election, the party leadership is expending its
energy on firefighting in the desert state. The Gehlot loyalists want
someone from their own camp to be chosen as the next Chief
Minister, instead of Sachin Pilot, who according to them, had
revolted against his own party back in 2020. With miffed party
MLAs unwilling to meet with the observers, sources said that the
next step will be decided by observers of the All India Congress
Committee (AICC) after a discussion with the party's high com-
mand. The political crisis has been triggered by Ashok Gehlot
apparently agreeing to file his nomination in the Congress presi-
dential polls and wanting a successor of his choice in Rajasthan.
Rajasthan cabinet minister Shanti Dhariwal, a Gehlot loyalist who
had held a meeting of MLAs on Sunday to oppose Sachin Pilot's
possible elevation to the CM post, took a veiled swipe at Pilot and
said that Rajasthan MLAs will not sit through and tolerate if trai-
tors are being rewarded. State minister Mahesh Joshi also said,
"High Command can make anyone CM, make a new CM or keep
CM Gehlot intact. It should not be one of those who revolted
against the party and tried to weaken it." With party observers
slamming some actions of loyalists of Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot,
sources said decision on issuing show cause notices to miffed
MLAs, who have been vocal in public, will be taken after interim
chief looks Sonia Gandhi into the report by the observers sent to
the state. The crisis was entirely avoidable. The question of choos-
ing CM Gehlot’s successor should have come up, if at all, as and
when he became the party chief. However, Rajasthan is witnessing
a no-holds-barred power struggle over three weeks before the
presidential poll. Rahul Gandhi should not forget that the Congress
has held its ground in the state thanks to Gehlot’s astute leader-
ship. The 71-year-old stalwart continues to be one of the tallest
Congress leaders nationwide. The party can’t afford to ride
roughshod over the sentiments of the MLAs loyal to him; any ill-
considered decision will adversely impact the Congress’ prospects
in the state, which goes to the polls in December next year. The
onus is on the high command to maintain status quo in Rajasthan
and build consensus on the next party president. It’s critical to
avert another disaster before it’s too late.

Congress triggers 
needless chaos

It sounds queer that Pakistan should rake up Kashmir wherever it
gets a chance at whichever platform even after having on
umpteen times being told that the only dispute in respect of
Kashmir was to vacate the areas it had through aggression
usurped in 1947-48. It is now bringing in constitutionally abrogat-
ed Article 370 and other issues which were internal matters of a
sovereign independent country over which Pakistan had no locus
standi. It has been told that much water has flown down the
Jehlum all these 75 years and it was, therefore, futile on its part
to rake it up, be it the platform of the United Nations, the
Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC) and the like. Instead of
talking overhow fast it could guarantee the International
Community about stopping cross border terrorism and infiltrating
its armed agents into Jammu and Kashmir and thus keeping sus-
taining the proxy war of terrorism against India, it was beating
around the bush of Kashmir and claiming to be self styled cham-
pion of minorities in India. The funniest part of the duplicity, dou-
ble standards and indulging in deceit by Pakistan is that it invents
non-existent ”ill treatment of minorities” in India and speaks
about fictional human rights violations whatever in Kashmir. The
fact of the matter, on the other hand, is that the religious minori-
ties in Pakistan have systematically been decimated in that coun-
try and continuously subjected to worst types of discrimination
and state sponsored repression. The fear instilled in the minori-
ties in Pakistan is such that they cannot even speak about the
repression and discrimination they are subjected to only because
of their faith. Fear of being forcibly converted, apprehensions
about the safety and security of their women especially minor
Hindu girls and the sword hanging over with regard to falsely
implicating in manufactured issues is a grave challenge to the
very existence of Hindus who are reduced just below 2 percent of
the total population in Pakistan. Pakistan cannot wash off its sins
and treachery with the civilized world in respect of providing
state protection and stay in the heart of Pakistan to terrorist
Osama Bin Laden while claiming all innocence about his where-
abouts not to speak of sponsoring terror attacks like Mumbai
attack of 26/11 in 2008 by sending 10 of its fully trained and
armed terrorists who killed 166 and injured 300 innocents in the
financial capital of India and where the handlers and the master
mind of such an attack on humanity find their safe, secured and
assured haven in Pakistan. Indian diplomat, therefore, exercising
the right to reply reminded Pakistan to at least introspect before
levelling false allegations against this country. He asked Pakistan
as to why it had stopped publishing its data on shameful atroci-
ties on and discrimination against the religious minorities in that
country where it had set the ”world record” of gravest human
rights violations against them. In this connection, we may add,
whether Pakistan has been given ”all clearance” by the world
community, even in the lest, about it taking steps leading to the
removal of the blot of being the epicentre of terrorism? Whether
it has officially contradicted the brazenly admitting by its former
President Parvez Musharaff about the existence of terror training
camps in and support extended by Pakistan to “our boys”? PM
Shabaz Sharif spoke at the UN General Assembly Session again
taking up the issue of Kashmir and his entire “speech” was punc-
tuated with remarks and accusations against India which have no
basis or any substance and India represented by its External
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar rebutted such false accusations
of Pakistan by saying that there was no justification for any act of
terrorism, regardless of motivation as India has been bearing the
brunt of cross border terrorism for decades. “No rhetoric, howev-
er, sanctimonious can ever cover up blood stains”, was the logical
stand taken by the Indian External Affairs Minister. Hitting out at
China without naming it, he warned that those defending pro-
claimed terrorists were doing it at their own peril- “they advance
neither their own interests nor indeed their reputation.”

Pak rakes up Kashmir again

THE cessation of natural gas supplies
from Russia to Europe in retaliation
against Western sanctions imposed
on Russia because of the Ukraine
war, is threatening Europe not only
with a winter with inadequate heat-
ing that will take a big toll in terms of
lives among poor people, but also
with large-scale closures of enter-
prises; such closures would push up
the unemployment rate, and signifi-
cantly increase poverty and destitu-
tion among the workers.

It is not just the immediate effect
on Europe that threatens to be
severely adverse; capital has already
started relocating away from Europe
to the United States, a trend that will
inevitably gather momentum, so that
long-term growth and hence employ-
ment prospects on that continent
will also be affected. Europe in short
is entering into a period of acute
economic difficulties that are of its
own making; it is committing eco-
nomic hara-kiri in the process of
asserting its allegiance to the U.S. in
the Ukraine war. Oscar LaFontaine,
the former SPD minister in Germany
and founder of the Left party Die
Linke, who is now retired from active
politics, has called Germany “an
American vassal in the Ukraine war”
he is indubitably right.

European public opinion pre-
dictably is being fed the idea that
Vladimir Putin is responsible for
these European woes. But even
before Putin decided to close down
the Nord Stream-I pipeline that
brought Russian gas to Europe,
European leaders were almost daily
talking about boycotting Russian
gas; Putin can therefore at best be
said to have effected what European
leaders wanted. Besides, to expect
Russia to keep supplying gas to
Europe because Europe needed it
(because of which gas was originally
exempted from the ambit of the
sanctions), while itself suffering
from the impact of the other sanc-
tions, is analogous to making the

absurd demand that Russia should
turn the other cheek when slapped
on one cheek. Those who unilateral-
ly impose sanctions on others should
be prepared for retaliation; in fact
the country at the receiving end of
sanctions has a right to retaliate and
those who impose sanctions should
be prepared for such retaliation.

But then it would be argued that
Putin’s culpability lies at a more fun-
damental level, namely interfering in
the freedom of Ukraine to decide
whether it wants to join NATO. Any
country, so the argument runs,
should have the freedom to join any
arrangement, and no other country
has a right to prevent its doing so.
But even if we forget about Western
assurances to Mikhail Gorbachev,
the last leader of the Soviet Union
that NATO will not be expanded east-
wards; even if we forget about the
American-sponsored overthrow of a
popularly-elected government in
Ukraine in 2014 that had wanted
friendly relations with Russia; even if
we forget about the fact that the
subsequent newly-installed govern-
ment in Ukraine, handpicked by the
American Neo-Con clique, has been
waging a war against the Russian-
majority Donbass region that has
claimed 14,000 lives before Russia’s
military intervention; and even if we
forget about the fact that the US has
800 military bases in 80 countries
around the globe whose sole aim is
to perpetuate American hegemony;
even if we forget all these facts and
simply look at the issue of a coun-
try’s freedom to join any arrange-
ment and install any weapons on its
own soil, which the Western powers
led by the US are now stressing, this
only raises the question: then why
did the US push the world to the
brink of a nuclear war for denying
that very freedom to Cuba during the
missile crisis of 1962?

EEUURROOPPEEAANN  BBEELLLLIIGGEERREENNCCEE  WWIILLLL
HHAAVVEE  DDAAMMAAGGIINNGG  CCOONNSSEEQQUUEENNCCEESS  

European belligerence vis-a-vis
Russia, following the American lead,
will not only have damaging eco-
nomic consequences; its political
fall-out will be disastrous: it will
push Europe not just to the Right, but
close to fascism. The immense bur-
dens that it will impose on the work-
ing class are recognised by every-
one, and also the fact that the work-
ing class will rise in resistance
against these burdens. But the “lib-
eral” political formations are uncon-

cerned about these burdens, whose
flip side is the massive profits being
made by oil companies that have
jacked up their profit-margins taking
advantage of the cessation of
Russian gas-supplies. (Likewise the
flip side of the taxes being levied on
the American people to finance US
military supplies to Ukraine for pro-
longing the war is the massive prof-
its being made by armaments manu-
facturers). What is unfortunate is
that even sections of the European
Left are willing to endorse these bel-
ligerent actions of their govern-
ments. A loud noise over the looming
disaster is being made by several
fascist groups, and their making this
noise is used by many Left groups as
an argument for not taking any ini-
tiative against these moves that hurt
the working class (for then they
would be seen as standing alongside
the fascists). In Germany for
instance it is the AfD, the fascist
group, that is protesting against the
actions of the government. Now, fas-
cist noise, given the ruthless oppor-
tunism of these groups, actually
means little. If they get into power
they will make a complete volte-face
and even act against their own sup-
porters who continue to raise their
own old slogans; but their getting
into power on the basis of these slo-
gans is precisely the danger. Italy is
expected to elect an extreme Right-
wing government, of which the fas-
cists descended from Mussolini’s
party will be an important part, in
the elections to be held on
September 25. But the portent is
that the ascendancy of fascism will
be more general in Europe, spread
across several countries, including,
frighteningly, even Germany. It is
this danger that Sahra
Wagenknecht, a leader of Die Linke
and its former co-chairperson, had
in mind when she asked her party to
organise social protests against the
government even though the Right
too was doing so. As she put it,
“Anyone who gives up correct and
popular positions just because some
of them are also represented by the
AfD has already lost the fight before
it even started” (MR Online,
September 18, 2022). Anglo-
American policy has always been to
keep Europe, especially Germany,
away from Russia, and the current
crop of European politicians has
completely bought this policy, unlike
many of their predecessors; Charles

De Gaulle for instance did not allow
a NATO base on French soil for he
thought that this would take away
from France, the decision on
whether or not to launch a war from
French hands. The desire to have an
independent position vis-à-vis the
Americans, and to promote peace in
Europe, had prompted Willy Brandt
when he was the German
Chancellor, to open out to Eastern
Europe through what was called
Ostpolitik. The lack of independence
of the current crop of European
leaders has been variously
explained. While some attribute it to
the sheer mediocrity of these lead-
ers, others see the close nexus
between them and the corporates
involved in activities directly bene-
fiting from war, such as armament
manufacturing, including even
American corporates. (The leader of
the CDU in Germany for instance,
which is the largest opposition party
today and to which former
Chancellor Angela Merkel had
belonged, Frederick Merz, is a for-
mer employee of BlackRock, the
American financial giant). But what-
ever be the reason, we are witness-
ing a situation that is reminiscent of
that prevailing in Europe on the eve
of the First World War: governments
completely cut-off from the com-
mon people had asked people, then
as now, to make sacrifices that have
no rationale from their point of view.

It is the desire to maintain a
unipolar world that explains the
Neo-Con-inspired Western con-
frontation with Russia and prevents
a negotiated solution to Russia’s
conflict with Ukraine. The Minsk
agreement supported by France and
Germany had provided the basis for
such a solution; but it was torpe-
doed by Britain and the United
States. Many, including Oscar
LaFontaine, believe that the Minsk
agreement can still provide the basis
for a negotiated settlement. A
ceasefire, followed by negotiations
along those lines can still avoid a
disaster; but the US has not stopped
dreaming of a regime change in
Russia: if the war drags on, it hopes
that there would be an internal
revolt against Putin from within his
own circle (with some instigation no
doubt from “outside”). The sooner
Europe takes an independent posi-
tion from the US and works for a
negotiated settlement, the better
for all concerned.

Europe’s Economic Hara-Kiri

MMaarrkk  WWoonngg

Have you ever wondered exactly how
many ants live on Earth? Possibly not, but
it's certainly a question we've asked our-
selves. Our research published today pro-
vides an approximate answer. We conserv-
atively estimate our planet harbours about
20 quadrillion ants. That's 20 thousand mil-
lion millions, or in numerical form,
20,000,000,000,000,000 (20 with 15
zeroes). We further estimate the world's
ants collectively constitute about 12 mil-
lion tonnes of dry carbon. This exceeds the
mass of all the world's wild birds and wild
mammals combined. It's also equal to
about one-fifth of the total weight of
humans.

Eminent biologist Edward O Wilson
once said insects and other invertebrates
are "the little things that run the world"
and he was right. Ants, in particular, are a
crucial part of nature. Among other roles,

ants aerate the soil, disperse seeds, break
down organic material, create habitat for
other animals and form an important part
of the food chain. Estimating ant numbers
and mass provides an important baseline
from which to monitor ant populations
amid worrying environmental changes.

CCoouunnttiinngg  tthhee  wwoorrlldd''ss  aannttss
There are more than 15,700 named

species and subspecies of ants, and many
others not yet named by science. Ants'
high degree of social organisation has
enabled them to colonise nearly all ecosys-
tems and regions around the globe. The
astounding ubiquity of ants has prompted
many naturalists to contemplate their
exact number on Earth. But these were
basically educated guesses. Systematic,
evidence-based estimates have been lack-
ing.

Our research involved an analysis of 489
studies of ant populations conducted by
fellow ant scientists from around the
world. This included non-English literature,
in languages such as Spanish, French,
German, Russian, Mandarin and
Portuguese. The research spanned all con-
tinents and major habitats including
forests, deserts, grasslands and cities.

They used standardised methods for col-
lecting and counting ants such as pitfall
traps and leaf litter samples. As you can
imagine, this is often tedious work.

From all this, we estimate there are
approximately 20 quadrillion ants on Earth.
This figure, though conservative, is
between two and 20 times higher than pre-
vious estimates. The previous figures
employed a "top-down" approach by
assuming ants comprise about 1% of the
world's estimated insect population. In
contrast, our "bottom-up" estimate is more
reliable because it uses data on ants
observed directly in the field and makes
fewer assumptions.

Our next step was to work out how
much all these ants weigh. The mass of
organisms is typically measured in terms

of their carbon makeup. We estimated that
20 quadrillion average-sized ants corre-
sponds to a dry weight or "biomass" of
approximately 12 million tonnes of carbon.

This is more than the combined biomass
of wild birds and mammals and about 20%
of total human biomass. Carbon makes up
about half the dry weight of an ant. If the
weight of other bodily elements was
included, the total mass of the world's ants
would be higher still. We also found ants
are distributed unevenly on Earth's sur-
face. They vary sixfold between habitats
and generally peak in the tropics. This
underscores the importance of tropical
regions in maintaining healthy ant popula-
tions. Ants were also particularly abundant
in forests, and surprisingly, in arid regions.
But they become less common in human-
made habitats.

Our findings come with a few caveats.
For example, the sampling locations in our
dataset are unevenly distributed across
geographic regions. And the vast majority
of samples were collected from the ground
layer, meaning we have very little informa-
tion about ant numbers in trees or under-
ground. This means our findings are some-
what incomplete.

WWee  aallll  nneeeedd  aannttss
Ants also provide vital "ecosystem

services" for humans. For instance, a
recent study found ants can be more
effective than pesticides at helping farm-
ers produce food. Ants have also devel-
oped tight interactions with other organ-
isms and some species cannot survive
without them. For example, some birds
rely on ants to flush out their prey. And
thousands of plant species either feed or
house ants in exchange for protection, or
dispersal of their seeds. And many ants
are predators, helping to keep popula-
tions of other insects in check.
Alarmingly, global insect numbers are
declining due to threats such as habitat
destruction and fragmentation, chemical
use, invasive species and climate
change. But data on insect biodiversity is
alarmingly scarce. We hope our study
provides a baseline for further research
to help fill this gap. It's in humanity's
interest to monitor ant populations.
Counting ants is not difficult, and citizen
scientists from all over the world could
help investigate how these important
animals are faring at a time of great envi-
ronmental change. 

Earth harbours 20,000,000,000,000,000 ants

PRABHAT PATNAIK

 They weigh more
than wild birds and
mammals combined
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GST amendment

Chandigarh: The
Punjab Cabinet on
Monday gave the ap-
proval to amend the
Punjab Goods and
Services Tax Act, 2017,
to enable ease of
doing business in the
state and facilitating
the taxpayers. The
amendment will also
help in streamlining
provisions relating to
refunds and rational-
ising those related to
the furnishing of re-
turns. his will also en-
sure levying of inter-
est only on input tax
credit wrongly availed
and utilised, said an
official release. The
Punjab Cabinet held a
meeting under the
chairmanship of
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann at
his official residence
here, ahead of the
state Assembly ses-
sion, which has been
convened on Tuesday.

Brand identity
New Delhi: IT servic-
es company HCL
Technologies on
Monday unveiled its
new brand identity
and logo, which it said
is underpinned by the
distinct positioning of
'Supercharging
Progress', reflecting
its commitment to
clients, people, and
communities. The
new 'HCLTech' brand
and logo will be at the
heart of its go-to-mar-
ket strategy and rep-
resent its differentiat-
ed portfolio of servic-
es and products that
enable digital trans-
formation for enter-
prises at scale, accord-
ing to a company
statement.

Appointment

Mumbai: Indian
Electrical and
Electronics
Manufacturers'
Association (IEEMA)
on Monday an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Rohit Pathak
as its new president
for 2022-23. Pathak,
CEO of Birla Copper
(Hindalco Industries
Limited), took over
the reins from Vipul
Ray at the 75th annual
general meeting of
the association on
Monday, IEEMA said
in a statement. "Our
focus for the year
would be to help the
association and mem-
bers explore and pur-
sue emerging growth
areas (e-mobility, re-
newables, exports to
EU/US as they look
for China+1 sources).

Resignation
New Delhi: Google
India's government af-
fairs and public policy
head Archana Gulati,
who had joined the
tech giant just five
months back after
quitting government
service, has resigned
from her post, sources
said. An economics
graduate and a Ph.D.
from IIT-Delhi, Gulati
was Joint Secretary
(Digital
Communications) at
NITI Aayog, a govern-
ment think tank that
advises the Union gov-
ernment on policy, be-
fore she joined Google
India.

New Delhi, Sep 27:  

Economic affairs secre-
tary Ajay Seth on Tuesday
dismissed the concerns
over depletion of forex re-
serve as "overblown" and
said India has fairly large
reserve to tide over the
current situation. Foreign
exchange reserves were
down for a seventh contin-
uous week, dropping to
USD 545.65 billion on
September 16. The re-
serves, which have been
dipping as the central
bank deploys the kitty to
defend the currency amid
a pressure caused majorly
by global developments,
had declined by USD 2.23

billion to USD 550.87 bil-
lion in the previous week.
"There has been a deple-
tion as inflows have come
down and trade deficit is
higher...I don't see this as
a concern, India has fairly
large reserves to tide over
this situation," Seth said.
After hitting a record low
at 81.67 against dollar on
Monday, the rupee recov-
ered on Tuesday and
closed at 81.58 against the
greenback.

Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday had said "due to
the strength of our micro-
economic fundamentals,
rupee is holding out well.
The rate of fall of other
currencies vis- -vis
against the US dollar has
been sharply much more
than the Indian rupee".

Speaking at CNN-
News18's Townhall, she
had said Indian currency
is far better than many
other currencies which
have fallen far pathetical-
ly against the dollar.
"Now what is our strate-
gy? The interventions, if
at all, the RBI makes
using the Indian re-
serves, which I think
(USD) 75 billion has been
used, essentially to stop
fluctuations, the severe

volatilities. The RBI is
not aiming to fixing rate,
the exchange rate and
the government doesn't
believe in it," she had
said. The RBI's interven-
tion is to avoid the fluctu-
ations, she had said.
India's forex reserve had
hit an all-time high of
USD 642.453 billion in the
week ending September
3, 2021.

Currencies across the
world were impacted
after the US Federal
Reserve last week raised
the benchmark lending
rate by 75 basis points to
a range of 3-3.25 per cent.
The economic affairs sec-
retary said the govern-
ment intends to stick to
fiscal deficit target of 6.4
per cent for the current
fiscal ending March 2023.

India has fairly large
forex reserve: Ajay Seth
̈ To deal with 

current situation

New Delhi, Sep 27: 

Billionaire Gautam
Adani on Tuesday said
China will feel increasing-
ly isolated as rising na-
tionalism, shift in supply
chains and technology re-
strictions threaten the
world's second-biggest
economy. This is because
globalization, of which
China was seen as the fore-
most champion, is at an in-
flection point. "It will look
very different from what
we had come to accept in a
largely unipolar world," he
said.

China's Belt and Road
initiative has run into re-
sistance in many coun-
tries, the founder and
chairman of Adani Group
said at a conference in
Singapore. "I anticipate
that China - that was seen
as the foremost champion
of globalization - will feel
increasingly isolated.
Increasing nationalism,

supply chain risk mitiga-
tion, and technology re-
strictions will have an im-
pact," he said. China's Belt
and Road initiative was ex-
pected to be a demonstra-
tion of its global ambi-
tions, but the resistance
now makes it challenging,
he said adding the proper-
ty market meltdown has
drawn comparisons with
what happened to the
Japanese economy during
the 'lost decade' of the
1990s.

China to feel increasingly
isolated: Adani

Kolkata, Sep 27:  

Chief Economic
Advisor (CEA) V Anantha
Nageswaran said the
Indian economy was on
the path to recovery but
cautioned that foreign in-
vestors may remain cau-
tious because of geopoliti-
cal challenges. Speaking at
a virtual seminar organ-
ised by Swadeshi Research
Institute, he said all sec-
tors of the economy such
as agriculture, manufac-
turing and construction
are "doing well". "The
Indian economy is show-
ing resilience and on the
path to recovery. Private
demand and the services
sector are doing better

than expected," he said.
Private capital formation
is taking place, while for-
eign direct investment
(FDI) flow is keeping
steady, he said. However,
there are challenges, and
geopolitics is messy for
which foreign investors
are cautious, the CEA
said. Noting that India has
a "well-capitalised bank-

ing sector", the economist
said, the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
also played a big part in
"improving the health of
the banking system"
which had high NPAs due
to the financial crisis of
2008. The economy is
going to see "good capital
formation for good credit
growth", he said.
Nageswaran, an academic
and former executive with
Credit Suisse Group AG
and Julius Baer Group,
also stated, "Inflation in
India is now at seven per
cent. But we are worried
about this rate which
shows the country is be-
coming less tolerant to it
(inflation)." 

Indian economy showing
resilience and recovery: CEANew Delhi, Sep 27:  

The government has decided to
postpone the release of the new
Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) and
extend the existing one by six
months on account of global
uncertainties and currency fluc-
tuations. The government was
scheduled to announce the new
FTP by the end of September.
The current policy was to end
on September 30. Additional
Secretary in the Department of
Commerce, Amit Yadav, said
there were demands from dif-
ferent quarters, including
industry associations and
export promotion councils, to
extend the policy and not intro-
duce the new one at this time.
They have stated that currently
there are challenges like global
uncertainties and currency fluc-
tuations. There was also a view

to align the rollout of the new
policy with the new financial
year. A notification in this
regard will be issued by the
Directorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT). "We will have to
defer the release of the new
policy. The existing policy will
be continued," Yadav told
reporters here on Monday. He
added the decision was taken
after holding consultations with
all the stakeholders, including
export promotion councils. An
official statement said in recent
days, exporters and industry
bodies have strongly urged the
government that in view of the
prevailing volatile global eco-
nomic and geopolitical situa-
tion, it would be advisable to
extend the current policy for
some time, and undertake more
consultations before coming out
with the new policy.

Govt extends Foreign
Trade Policy by 6 months

Mumbai, Sep 27:  

Even as MCX decided not
to renew its software con-
tract with 63 Moons after
September 30, the commodi-
ty bourse expects glitch-free
trading till its transition to a
new trading platform from
TCS over the next three-four
months.

Meanwhile, 63 Moons
Technologies, the trading
platform vendor to the ex-
change, in exchange filings
on Monday said, MCX will
be taking a huge risk by
being confident of not facing
any technical/software
glitches after September 30
when their contract ends
along with service support
and that in the event of any
eventuality they will deploy
third parties to rectify the is-

sues, which if done so will
be illegal and will be at the
expenses of the large num-
bers of investors and traders
on the exchange. "The soft-
ware support and mainte-
nance agreement between 63
Moons and Multi-
Commodity Exchange,
amended on September 27,
2014, would end on
September 30, 2022. As the
agreement is not being re-
newed, MCX's right to con-
tinue to use the exchange
technology software (with
no access to source code to
rectify issues or bugs that
may arise) shall be subject to
any regulatory restrictions.
"MCX shall not be entitled to
receive any software support
after September 30 if the
trading or settlement system
halts for any reason.

New trading software from TCS
to take at least 3-4 months: MCX

New Delhi, Sep 27: 

Nearly 50 per cent of
prospective buyers are ex-
pecting housing prices to
rise in coming months
amid revival in demand,
according to a joint survey
conducted by Housing.com
and industry body
NAREDCO. As per the sur-
vey findings, 47 per cent of
respondents prefer to in-
vest in real estate, while 21
per cent prefer to invest in
the stock market, 16 per
cent in fixed deposits and
15 per cent in gold. Realty
portal Housing.com and
NAREDCO (National Real
Estate Development
Council) on Monday re-
leased the 'Residential
Realty Consumer
Sentiment Survey H2 2022'
report. They conducted a
joint survey with over

1,000 participants to gauge
consumer sentiment. In
the survey, 48 per cent of
respondents anticipate
prices to rise further in the
coming months, while 58
per cent of homebuyers
who are primarily end-
users are looking for
ready-to-move-in property,
Housing.com said in a
statement.

"India's residential mar-
ket has seen a sharp re-
vival in demand after the
second wave of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The rising
cost of borrowing, in-

crease in input costs and
strong demand has result-
ed in a rise in housing
prices," said Dhruv
Agarwala, Group CEO -
H o u s i n g . c o m ,
PropTiger.com &
Makaan.com. Many listed
real estate developers have
reported that they have in-
creased prices of their
apartments in the last one
year to offset rise in input
cost and also improve prof-
it margins. Agarwala ex-
pects housing demand to
remain strong in the up-
coming quarter on the
back of strong consumer
sentiment and the season-
al uplift in demand during
the festive season.

The survey found out
that homebuyers are cau-
tious yet optimistic about
the economic scenario for
the coming months.

Housing prices seen rising
in coming months: Survey

New Delhi, Sep 27:  

Hardeep Singh Puri,
Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas & Housing and
Urban Affairs in the pres-
ence of General (Dr.) V K
Singh (Retd.) Minister of
State for Civil Aviation and
Road Transport and
Highways, launched
AVGAS 100 LL, special avia-
tion fuel meant for piston
engine aircrafts and
Unmanned Ariel Vehicles.
Currently India is import-
ing this product from
European countries. The
launch event hosted by
IndianOil at Hindan
Airforce Station witnessed
participation by senior offi-
cials from Indian Airforce,
senior officials from
MoPNG and MoCA and of-
ficials from Flying Training
Organizations (FTOs).
Launching the indigenous
AVGAS 100 LL, Puri said,

“We are undergoing a re-
markable transformation
which is almost revolution-
ary. We are reducing de-
pendence on imported fuels
by promoting biofuel blend-
ing, green hydrogen and in-
troduction of electric vehi-
cles.”

Highlighting the impor-
tance of launch of indige-
nous AV GAS 100 LL, the
Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas mentioned
that the launch of indige-

nous AV GAS 100 LL is im-
portant to serve the needs of
a thriving aviation industry
with increase in footfall on
airports, rise in number of
aircrafts and Flying
Training Organisations
(FTOs) in trainee aircrafts
for pilot training in future.
As the demand for air trans-
port in India is expected to
increase manifolds in the
future, there is going to be a
huge demand for trained pi-
lots also.

Hardeep Singh Puri
launches AVGAS 100 LL

Mumbai, Sep 27: 

Mobil, a leading brand
of engine oil in India has
partnered with the most
awaited action thriller
‘Vikram Vedha’ slated for
a worldwide release on
September 30 in over 100
countries. Through its
partnership with this
much-awaited film star-
ring Hrithik Roshan, Saif
Ali Khan and Radhika
Apte, Mobil aims to high-
light its brand values of
driving human progress,
building confidence, and
enabling customers to un-
lock their true potential.

Vikram Vedha is an ac-
tion-thriller written & di-
rected by Pushkar-
Gayatri. The story of
Vikram Vedha is full of
twists and turns, as a
tough cop Vikram (Saif
Ali Khan) sets out to track
and chase a dreaded gang-

ster Vedha (Hrithik
Roshan). What unfolds is a
cat-and-mouse chase,
where Vedha - a master
storyteller helps Vikram
peel back layers through a
series of stories leading to
thought-provoking moral
ambiguities.

Commenting on the as-
sociation, Vipin Rana,
CEO, ExxonMobil
Lubricants Pvt Ltd, said,
“The fundamental value
that defines our business
is a strongcommitment to
support our customers in
their journey of growth
and progress. Partnering
with films like ‘Vikram
Vedha,’ which present
compelling stories that
resonate with people
across linguistic and geo-
graphic differences, is a
part of our strategy to be
closer to our customers
and underline our differ-
entiating strengths.

Mobil associates with
‘Vikram Vedha’, the most

awaited action thriller

Hyderabad, Sep 27: 

Tata Motors, India’s
largest commercial vehi-
cle manufacturer,today set
new benchmarks in
India’s rapidly growing
pickup segment with the-
launch of the Yodha 2.0,
Intra V20 bi-fuel and Intra
V50. These rugged and
tough pickups come with
bold new design and offer
the highest load-carrying
capacity, largest deck
length, longest range and
are equipped with several
modern features essential
for a safe and comfortable
drive. Designed and engi-
neered to cater to a wide
variety of urban and rural
applications, the new
Yodha 2.0, Intra V20 bi-fuel
and Intra V50 are ideal to
service the diverse mobili-
ty needs of the fast-
growingagriculture, poul-

try and dairy sectors as
well as the expanding de-
livery requirements of
FMCG,e-commerce and lo-
gistics sectors. Each of
these pickups offer the low-
est total cost of ownership
in their category to enable
our customers earn maxi-
mum profits. Tata Motors
commemorated the launch
of India’s best pickups by
delivering 750 of them to
customers across the coun-
try. Launching the new
range of pickups, Mr.

Girish Wagh, Executive
Director, Tata Motors, said,
“Our small commercial ve-
hicles are renowned for
providing livelihoods to
millionsof customersand
enabling their success. As
theirambitionfor business
growth and a better life
turns bolder, they will dis-
cover an ideal match in
our new range of pickup-
sas these have been spe-
cially co-developed to ad-
dress their evolving aspi-
rations.

Tata Motors sets new benchmarks
in pickups withYodha 2.0

Rupee rises 9 paise

to close at 81.58

against US dollar
Mumbai, Sep 27: 

The rupee consolidated
in a narrow range and set-
tled 9 paise higher at 81.58
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday as the
American currency retreat-
ed from its elevated levels.
At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the local unit opened at
81.45 against the greenback.
It witnessed an intra-day
high of 81.30 and a low of
81.64 during the session. It
finally ended at 81.58, up 9
paise from its previous
close. This is the first gain
after four consequent ses-
sions of losses for the
rupee, during which it lost
193 paise against the
American dollar. On
Monday, the rupee plunged
58 paise to close at an all-
time low of 81.67 against
the dollar. "Rupee consoli-
dated in a narrow range
after falling to fresh lows in
Monday's session.

New Delhi, Sep 27: 

Economic grouping
OECD in a report on
Monday retained the GDP
growth projections for
India at 6.9 per cent for the
current financial year de-
spite the global economy
losing momentum in wake
of the Russia-Ukraine war.
The projection by the
Organisation for
Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD)
is lower than the Reserve
Bank's growth forecast of
7.2 for 2022-23.

The growth last year
(2021-22) was 8.7 per cent.
Indian economy expanded
by 13.5 per cent in the
April-June quarter, se-
quentially higher than 4.10
per cent in the January-
March period. "Softer ex-
ternal demand is a factor
in India's projected slow-
down from 8.7 per cent an-
nual growth in FY2021-22
to around 7 per cent in FY
2022-23 and around 5 per

cent in FY 2023-24, but this
still represents rapid
growth in the context of a
weak global economy," the
OECD's latest Interim
Economic Outlook said. In
the June 2022 Economic
Outlook, the OECD pro-
jected the GDP growth for
India at 6.9 per cent.

The global economy has
lost momentum in the
wake of Russia's war of
aggression in Ukraine,
which is dragging down
growth and putting addi-
tional upward pressure on
inflation worldwide, ac-
cording to the OECD's lat-
est Interim Economic
Outlook.

The outlook projects
global growth at a modest
3 per cent this year before
slowing further to just 2.2
per cent in 2023. This is
well below the pace of eco-
nomic growth projected
prior to the war and repre-
sents around USD 2.8 tril-
lion in foregone global out-
put in 2023, it said.

Sensex, Nifty end
marginally lower

Mumbai, Sep 27:  

Equity benchmark
Sensex and Nifty ended
marginally down on
Tuesday tracking losses in
metal, banking and finan-
cial stocks. Investors also
remained concerned over
persistent foreign fund
outflows, traders said.
Falling for the fifth consec-
utive session, the 30-share
BSE index ended 37.70
points or 0.07 per cent
lower at 57,107.52.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty
shed 8.90 points or 0.05 per
cent to close at 17,007.40.

OECD retains India GDP growth
projection at 6.9 pc for FY’23

B
havika Sharma who
plays the role of con-
stable Santosh

Sharma in Maddam Sir
shared "My first interna-
tional trip was to
Thailand, and although it
was a work trip I explored
the place all by myself.
That has been one of my
most memorable experi-
ences. I have always trav-
elled with my family, but
this was my first solo trip
and that too international,
so it was really special.

The vibrancy of the
country and the pic-

ture-perfect beaches
is something I ab-

solutely fell in
love with.

Thailand is a
c o m p l e t e
food para-
dise for peo-
ple who love
to explore

the regional
a u t h e n t i c

flavours of Thai.
I have a long list

of places to visit on
my bucket list and

Greece is the one place
that tops the list. I want to
plan a trip to Greece soon.”

Sheezan Khan, portray-
ing the role of Alibaba in
Sony SAB’s Alibaba
Dastaan-e-Kabul said, “Just

before the pandemic my
friends and I took a fun

trip to Manali. I al-
most took a break in

3 years and en-
joyed it to the

fullest. From
long walks in

freezing cold
t e m p e r a -

tures, and relishing good
food to bike rides in the
chilly mountains, the three
of us had a lot of fun.
Recently I had the chance to
visit Leh Ladakh for the
shoot of my new show
Alibaba Dastaan-e-Kabul.
While it was a work trip, the
best memory from the
Ladakh trip has to be star
gazing. I’ve seen 12-15 falling
stars and it was the best feel-
ing ever! I believe zindagi
mei aap Jahan enjoy karna
chahte ho waha kar sakte
ho I’ve done it.

'Ek Vivaah... Aisa Bhi'
actress Isha Koppikar

discussed her plan of cele-
brating the auspicious oc-
casion of Navratri and
also briefed about differ-
ent colours that are linked
with each day of the festiv-
ity.

She said: "As we all
know, each day of
Navratri stands for a par-
ticular colour and has
some significance, so I try
to coordinate with the

colours defined for each
day. Each day of the
Navratri festival has a ded-
icated colour and signifi-
cance attached to it."

According to her, each
colour has a different
meaning. She explained:
"The nine colours namely
orange, white, red, royal
blue, yellow green, grey,
purple and pink signify
energy, purity, fearless-
ness, prosperity, happi-
ness, growth, strength,
power of intellect and
compassion respectively."

Isha has been part of
several Tamil, Telugu
Kannada and Hindi films
including 'Dil Ka Rishta',
'Kyaa Kool Hain Hum',
'Fiza' and others.

She opened up about
her celebration
plans, saying: "The
festival brings with
it a different level
of joy and beats in
the air, infecting
people of all ages.
This year, I will
definitely take

time out to go
and enjoy the
traditional
Dandiya and

Garba nights
with my

friends.

A
ctress Sadaa, who
has turned a
wildlife photogra-

pher in recent times, has
said that she cannot com-
promise on her dignity
and self-esteem in life no
matter what and that she
cuts herself off from peo-
ple who try to break her
self-esteem.

Taking to Instagram,
the actress posted a clip
from her recent inter-
view to a media outlet,
and wrote, "Straight from
the heart answer to a
question least expected
for an interview meant
for the promotions of a
web series.. "Caring for
self, is not being selfish as
most people would like
you to believe. The ones

who expect you to put
them over your self re-
spect or happiness, are
the ones who are actually
selfish! Best to stay away
from them for your own
peace…" In the video clip,
the actress is asked the
question, 'When people
try to break your self es-
teem?' Sadaa replies, "I
cut off. For me, my self-es-
teem, my dignity, my
pride come here (point-
ing to the top) and I can-
not compromise on that
aspect of my life no mat-
ter what. If anyone
even tries to tamper a
little bit with it, I am
like completely dis-
connected. This is a
closed thing/chap-
ter."

B
ollywood diva Kareena Kapoor Khan has
tagged her actor-husband Saif Ali Khan
and actor Hrithik Roshan, with whom she

has worked in films such as 'Yaadein', 'Kabhi
Khushi Khabhie Gham' and 'Main Prem Ki

Deewani Hoon' as best actors. The actress, who
is known for her pout, also called their upcoming

film 'Vikram Vedha' a "blockbuster". She took to her
Instagram story and shared a poster of the film and
wrote: "Best film, best actors, best story, best direc-
tors, what a film... a blockbuster. 'Vikram Vedha' is
an action-thriller written & directed by Pushkar-
Gayatri. The story of Vikram Vedha is full of twists
and turns, as the tough cop Vikram sets out to track
and chase a dreaded gangster Vedha. 'Vikram
Vedha' is presented by Gulshan Kumar, T-Series and

Reliance Entertainment in association with Friday
Filmworks & Jio Studios and a YNOT Studios
Production. The film is directed by Pushkar and

Gayatri and produced
by Bhushan Kumar &

S. Sashikanth and
R e l i a n c e
Entertainment.
'Vikram Vedha'
will hit the big
screens globally
on September 30.

ACROSS

1. List of candidates

6. Back talk

10. Cease

14. France's capital

15. Emerald ____

16. Perfume

17. Single items

18. Terror

19. "Mona ____"

20. ____ agent (2 wds.)

22. Grain

23. Sixth sense (abbr.)

24. Mother ____

26. That gal

29. Vulgar

33. Wages

34. Tent post

35. Actress ____ Keaton

39. Vigilant

41. Downhearted

42. Brought to a close

43. Cowboys' contest

44. Things

46. Achieved

47. Come before

49. Crafty

50. Unobserved

53. Mule's father

56. Actress ____ Hayworth

57. Rule

64. Tempo

65. Raw metals

66. Shelflike rock

67. Land measure

68. Shade of green

69. Narrates

70. Must have

71. Smaller amount

72. Icy precipitation

DOWN

1. Goad
2. Highway section
3. Opera highlight
4. Baron, e.g.
5. Highway curves
6. Filter
7. Out of port
8. Bed board
9. Tranquil
10. Dairy cow
11. French farewell
12. Defeated one
13. Vocation
21. Dog's name
25. Chile's mountains
26. Shadowbox
27. Angel's headgear

28. Gazed at

30. Fundamental

31. Hockey shoe

32. Surrendered

34. Shop

36. Says further

37. Singer ____ Diamond

38. Water whirl

40. Did again

45. Dinner or lunch

48. Register

50. Of the city

51. Brother's daughter

52. Gaze steadily

54. Epsom ____

55. Strong metal

58. Famed canal

59. Ring stones

60. Takes advantage of

61. Out of work

62. Look at amorously

63. Robin's residence
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Too many people may be making demands
on your time right now, Aquarius. Some
may have genuine concerns and need your
assistance, but others have definite agen-
das that they really should deal with on
their own. Use your intuition to tell the dif-
ference because you won't be able to help
them all. A female friend might have the
most urgent need.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A lot of creative work may need to be fin-
ished by today, Pisces. If you're profession-
ally involved with writing, a deadline may
loom. It could be difficult to get it done
because family members and friends could
constantly call and text, which keeps you
from concentrating. The best course of
action might be to go somewhere quiet, like
a library, and do your work there. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

What's happening in your community today
that attracts crowds, Aries? A parade? A fes-
tival of some kind? Some friends may want
you to go with them, but you hesitate for
many different reasons. Go if you want to
but take necessary precautions. You could
meet some interesting people. If you don’t
go, find another way to have fun. You
deserve it.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may be too free with your money right
now, Taurus. You're usually careful with it, but
the spirit of generosity and abundance is def-
initely upon you. You're more inclined to be
generous with those you care about. After all
is said and done, you could panic, but don't.
You're good at making money. A little belt
tightening later is entirely possible, and it
won't hurt you. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You usually love to talk, Gemini, but right
now you've probably reached your limit.
You've attended a number of virtual gather-
ings and talked to a lot of people over the
past week or so, and now you want to sit
quietly at home. If friends or family mem-
bers insist on your chatting with them, don't
be afraid to say no. Everyone knows how
busy you've been. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Have you been indulging in too many goodies,
Cancer? You might feel under the weather
because of all this abundance. You probably
should take it easy. Think about reorganizing your
priorities. Is a second piece of chocolate cake
more important than your energy and health?
Indulging can be important to your psyche, but
don't forget about moderation - and don't forget
that there are many other ways to indulge.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

It has been said that you can never have
too many friends, Leo, but today you might
wonder if perhaps you do. Your phone
could be ringing off the hook. One person
after another will be soliciting you for
advice and your famous shoulder to cry on.
Be patient. One day you may need that per-
son to be there for you. Try to listen and
keep your sense of humor about you.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A small gathering of some kind could
attract you and your family tonight, Virgo.
Perhaps you will arrange to meet some
friends there, if possible. You may feel
good just being out with those you love,
but you're likely to be tired by the end of
the event. Make sure you fortify yourself
with nourishing food during the day. Take
care of yourself so you can have some fun.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Too many phone calls may be on the
agenda today, Libra. You might also
have a few last-minute errands to run in
your neighborhood. It won't be easy,
probably because of unexpected delays,
closures and traffic. Nonetheless, your
sense of excitement and enthusiasm will
help you tolerate conditions that would
normally be very frustrating. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may have lost your usual control of
the purse strings and spent too much
money lately, Scorpio. Don't worry about
it. It's all been for a good cause. It's noth-
ing you can't handle, and certainly not
enough to bankrupt you. The situation is
only temporary anyway. The financial
picture looks great for you in the months
to come. Make the most of it!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Generally, you're a very sociable per-
son, Sagittarius, and today you won’t
want to slow down. Invitations to par-
ties, from intimate coffee klatches to
big neighborhood bashes, continue to
come in, but you weigh the pros and
cons of attending carefully now. Saying
no goes against your nature because
you don't want to miss anything. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You and other members of your household
might suddenly decide to do one more thor-
ough house cleaning, Capricorn. Usually
this would be a good idea, but today it does-
n't really need it, and you might work too
hard and do too much. Do you really need to
clean your closets now? Dust and vacuum,
then spruce it up with some decorations,
and that should be enough for now. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Kareena calls Saif,
Hrithik ‘best actors',

declares ‘Vikram
Vedha’a ‘blockbuster’ S

tar Bharat is a one-
stop destination for
intriguing contents

and entertainment filled
dramas. With viewers fa-
vorite shows Star Bharat
has always strived the
viewers’ heart. One of the
Star Bharat’s long run-
ning show Radha Krishna
has made a place in the
viewer’s heart.
Portraying the eternal
love story of
RadhaKrishn, the show
has embarked on a long
journey and now it is
completing its 4th year on
4th of October 2022 mark-
ing its fourth anniversary.

Celebrating the step-
ping stone of this journey
of 4 long years, the show
will now be seen on a new
time slot as it’s demanded
by the viewers. Radha
Krishna has always hit
the right chord of the au-
dience making a connec-
tion with its viewers.
Sumedha Mudgalkar and
Mallika Singh play the
lead roles of Krishna and
Radha respectively.
Expressing their grati-

tude and happiness
Sumedh and Mallika talk
about their journey so far
and the new time slot of
the show.

Sumedh says, “It’s been
a wonderul journey. I feel
immense gratitude for
what the show

Radhakrishn has given
me. The love I get from the
audience is something I
feel blessed to have. It’s
great to see we are about
to reach the 4th
Anniversary of
Radhakrishn. All of this
is just possible because of

the audience and the
blessings they showered. I
thank all of them with my
whole heart and I hope
the audience will appreci-
ate us and keep loving our
show which will now air
on a new time i.e 7:30 PM
every Monday-Saturday

only on Star Bharat.
Mallika Singh says,

“I’m overjoyed with the
news that we’ve complet-
ed 4 years of
RadhaKrishn already. It
feels like yesterday that
we started shooting on
set. 4 years and 1000 plus
episodes already it’s an
achievement for all of us
and I would like to thank
team RadhaKrishn, Star
Bharat and each and
everyone associated with
our show and our audi-
ence for giving us so
much love throughout
these years. I hope the
viewers will shower the
same love on us and the
show for many more
years coming ahead. I
wish everyone a Happy
4th anniversary from
team RadhaKrishn and
do not forget to watch the
show on Star Bharat now
at 7:30 PM every Monday-
Saturday”.

Stay tuned to watch
RadhaKrishn now at 7:30
PM every Monday-
Saturday only on Star
Bharat.

‘RadhaKrishn’ celebrates a
milestone of completing 4 years

I disconnect from people
who try to break my 

self-esteem, says Sadaa

Isha Koppikar briefs about
relevance of different

colours in Navratri

Sony SAB artists share
experience on Int’l trip



Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 27 (PTI):

India will be looking to
round off their T20 World
Cup preparation with a
marked improvement in
their death bowling be-
sides providing crucial
game time to its untested
players in the three-match
series against South
Africa, beginning here on
Wednesday.

India skipper Rohit
Sharma, expectedly, sin-
gled out death bowling as
an area that requires im-
provement following the
series win over Australia.

The hosts will be with-
out two of their key
bowlers, Hardik Pandya
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
who have been rested
ahead of the ICC event
next month.

Mohammad Shami, who
is one of the World Cup re-
serves, is yet to recover
from COVID-19 and will be
missing the three games
against the Proteas after
being unavailable the rub-
ber against Australia.

Harshal Patel did not
have the best of times in
his comeback series
against Australia but he
will be expected to get
back to his best in the final
three games before the

World Cup.
His career economy rate

stands at 9.05 but he con-
ceded more than 12 runs
per overs against the
Aussies.

Deepak Chahar, who is
also on standby for the
Word Cup, did not get a

game in the previous se-
ries and he could get a
chance if the team decides
to rotate its pacers over
the three games.

Arshdeep Singh will re-
turn to bolster the team's
resources in the slog
overs, making an effective

combination alongside
Jasprit Bumrah, who will
aiming to regain his full
rhythm after coming back
from injury.

In the the series decider
against Australia,
Yuzvendra Chahal showed
what he can do if the ball
is gripping and turning
after looking flat in the
first two games. Keeping
the Australian conditions
in mind, the wily leg-spin-
ner will be looking to up
his game on docile pitches.

As Rohit spoke about
the importance of giving
all the players game time
ahead of the World Cup, R
Ashwin could get a look
in. In the batting depart-
ment, K L Rahul would
like to make the most of
these three games after
missing out in the last two
games against Australia.

With Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma are looking
in good touch, it is impor-
tant that Rahul too is in
full flow before the team
travels to Australia.

Dinesh Karthik got to
play all of eights balls
against Australia and
Rohit has already said the
designated finisher in the

squad needs more time in
the middle.

World Cup bound
Deepak Hooda will end up
missing all the six games
before the mega event as
he has been ruled out of
the South Africa T20s with
a back injury. Shreyas Iyer
is expected to take Hooda's
place in the squad.

Over the next week,
India will be competing
against a team they are yet
to beat at home in a bilat-
eral series. South Africa
and India will face each
other in a group game in
Australia and though con-
ditions are totally differ-
ent here, both teams can
pick out areas to target in
the coming three games.

"The pitches in
Australia will be different
and ground size will be a
lot bigger, but as a bowler
there is always something
you can work on. It is a
great opportunity to be
bowling at these Indian
batters and pick up on a
few things and use against
them in the World Cup,"
said Tabraiz Shamsi.

All eyes will also be on
the young Tristian Stubbs
who has made the World
Cup squad on the back of
his good show in franchise
cricket.
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India look to address death bowling 

concerns in final tune up ahead of T20 WC
Match starts 7 PM IST.

Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 27 (PTI):

South Africa captain
Temba Bavuma feels facing
the swinging ball in the
powerplay will be one of
the main challenges for his
team in the three-match T20
series against India, begin-
ning here on Wednesday.

India relied on their bat-
ting might to bounce back
from being 0-1 down to post
a 2-1 win in the recently-
concluded three-T20 series
against Australia.

The focus will now shift
to an identical match-up
against the Proteas, the
final dress rehearsal for
both the teams before the
T20 World Cup in Australia
next month.

"Facing the new ball
bowlers (in India) is quite
challenging, they make the
ball to swing and move in
quite a bit, a bit more than
what we are accustomed to
in South Africa. That's obvi-
ously a challenge you have
to manoeuvre around," the
South African white-ball
skipper said on the eve of
the opening T20 here.

The chinks in India's
pace bowling armour were
badly exposed in the three-
match T20s against
Australia. In the series de-
cider in Hyderabad on
Sunday, the two seasoned

pace duo of Jasprit
Bumrah and Bhuvneshwar
Kumar together conceded
79 runs from seven overs,
with the latter claiming one
wicket. Harshal Patel, who
is considered a death over
specialist, also was a big let-
down and the South
African skipper knows
what it takes to succeed in
India. "The key is to limit
the damage and not allow
the wickets to fall and try
and get the momentum
going. But yeah, Bhuvi and
Bumrah they always chal-
lenge you with the new ball
up front," he added.

Bhuvneshwar, by the
way, is rested for the series

ahead of the World Cup as
the pace workload will be
shared among Bumrah,
Umesh Yadav, Patel and
Arshdeep Singh.

India's batting looks in
safe hands with Virat
Kohli's return to form and
Rohit Sharma leading from
the front.

"Obviously, those -- Rohit
and Virat -- are big names
with big pedigree behind
them, and obviously as you
saw in their last while their
performances have boosted
the confidence of the team.

"We expect to come lead-
ing from the front, and good
for us to come up against
the best. You expect those
guys to bring a lot of confi-
dence and X-factor into the
team," the South African
skipper said. That said,
Bavuma will have an 'unfin-
ished business' as their last
series -- a five-match T20I
rubber -- ended in a 2-2 re-
sult after rain washed out
the decider in Bengaluru.

"The last time we were
here we were tested, we
were challenged, but I think
we answered it quite well.
We expect this to be a good
series, a competitive one as
well. This is the last series
before the World Cup, we
will be looking to fill up the
gaps whatever they are," he
added.

Facing new ball quite a 
challenge in India: Bavuma

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy returned to the
top 15 after a string of im-
pressive performances in
the latest BWF World
Rankings released on
Tuesday.

Prannoy, who reached
back-to-back quarterfinals
at the World
Championships and Japan
Open Super 750, jumped a
spot to 15th.

Young Lakshya Sen con-
tinued to be the top-ranked

Indian at the ninth posi-
tion in the men's rankings,
while Kidambi Srikanth
rose a rung to 11th.

Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu, who
had skipped the World
Championships and Japan
Open due to an injury, re-
mained static on sixth in
the womens' list.

London Olympics
bronze medallist Saina
Nehwal, on the other
hand, moved one place to
31st. The men's doubles
pair of Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty, who claimed their
maiden gold at the
Commonwealth Games
and a first-ever bronze at
World Championships, re-
mained static at the eighth
spot.

World Championship
quarterfinalists MR Arjun
and Dhruv Kapila jumped
three spots to the 23rd
place.

In women's doubles,
Ashwini Ponnappa and
Sikki Reddy climbed a cou-
ple spots to be 23rd.

BWF Rankings: Prannoy returns
to top 15, Lakshya remains at 9th

Dubai, Sep 27 (PTI):

Riding on her stupen-
dous show against
England, India captain
Harmanpreet Kaur on
Tuesday jumped four
spots to reach the fifth spot
in the ICC Women's ODI
Player Rankings.

She leads a bunch of
India players who have
made rapid gains in the
rankings after the team's
3-0 sweep over England.

Kaur smashed a match-
winning 143 not out off 111
deliveries in the second
match in Canterbury.

Opener Smriti
Mandhana and Deepti
Sharma have also moved
up in the latest update that
considers performances in
the last two matches of
that series as well as the
IWC series between the
West Indies and New

Zealand. Mandhana, a for-
merly top-ranked batter
who scored 40 and 50 in the
two matches, has moved
up one place to take sixth
position while Sharma's
unbeaten 68 not out in the
third match at Lord's has
lifted her eight places to
24th position. Pooja
Vastrakar (up four places
to 49th) and Harleen Deol

(up 46 places to 81st) are
other India players to
move up the batters' list
while new-ball bowler
Renuka Singh has gal-
loped 35 places to take 35th
position after grabbing
four wickets each in the
two matches. Fast bowler
Jhulan Goswami, a for-
merly top-ranked bowler,
retired in fifth position.

Chennai, Sep 27 (PTI):

Chennaiyin FC on
Tuesday announced the
signing of talented Kerala
winger Prasanth K on a one-
year deal for the 2022-23
Indian Super League (ISL)
season.

The 25-year-old
Kozhikode-born player will
be joining the Marina
Machans after spending five
years at Kerala Blasters FC.

Prasanth has made 76 ap-
pearances so far in his pro-
fessional career and has
three goals and as many as-
sists to his name. In 2017, he
made his professional debut
with Chennai City in the I-
league after being after
being loaned out by Kerala
Blasters. "I'm truly happy
and overwhelmed to be a
part of this club. I am here
to give my 100 per cent and
raise the bar," Prasanth said
in a release issued by the
club. A product of the AIFF

Elite Academy, Prasanth
has also represented India
at U-17 and U-20 levels. In
the 2021-22 season, he
recorded one goal and one
assist in 324 minutes of foot-
ball.

The two-time champions,
Chennaiyin FC will kick-
start their campaign
against ATK Mohun Bagan
in Kolkata on October 10.

London, Sep 27 (PTI):

England seamer Kate Cross wants the
"wishy-washy" rules regarding the run-
out for backing too far at non-striker's end
to be made clearer following the contro-
versial dismissal of Charlie Dean in the
final ODI at Lord's.

India pulled off a win against England
on Saturday after all-rounder Deepti
Sharma ran out Dean (47) for backing too
far at the non-striker's end, reigniting an
intense debate over the spirit of the game.

Dean was out of her ground, and
Deepti simply held the ball to remove the
bails, leaving the English team flabber-
gasted. "What I think has come of it,
which happens a lot in these scenarios
when there's a big thing to talk about, is
that the rules aren't quite written correct-
ly to make it clear," Cross told the BBC's
No Balls podcast.

"I think what needs to happen is there
needs to be more clear words on the rules
because it's quite wishy-washy, and it's all
like opinion of where the bowler might
be bowling. Make it clear, if it is back foot
contact or front foot contact, whatever it
is. "I think there needs to be the warning
moving forward and they need to clear up
the rules on where the front foot lands, or
where the bowler is bowling from. Just
make it really clear."

The MCC, the guardian of the laws of
cricket, on Sunday stamped its seal of ap-
proval on the dismissal, saying "it was
properly officiated and should not be con-
sidered as anything more".

Recently, the ICC while modifying the
playing conditions had moved the dis-
missal from 'unfair play' to 'run out'. The
changes would come into effect from
October 1.

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI):

The India U-17 women's team
suffered a 1-3 defeat against
Sweden in its first match of
the exposure tour in the run-up
to the FIFA U-17 World Cup.
The match was played at
Girona in Spain. It was the first
match of the exposure tour for
the Indian girls ahead of the
age-group showpiece, which
India is hosting in October-
November. Sudha Tirkey (62')
scored the only goal for India
after Sweden U-17 girls took a
comfortable 3-0 lead through
Ida Gramfors (44') Sara Frigren
(52') and Selma Astrom (54').
India, however, looked promis-
ing at the start as they com-
peted on equal terms in an
intense midfield battle that
saw winger Anita Kumari get
an early shot at the rival goal,
which was saved. Minutes
later, Nitu Linda tried her luck
to take a shot from the edge of
the Swedish penalty area, but
was blocked.

Chennaiyin FC rope in
Kerala winger Prasanth K

India U-17

women’s team

loses to Sweden

Harmanpreet moves up
to fifth in ICC rankings

Kohli’s power
game is coming

back at right
time: Manjrekar

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI):

Virat Kohli has got
back his "power game"
and things have started
falling in place for him
ahead of the T20 World
Cup, feels former India
Test cricketer Sanjay
Manjrekar.

Kohli had endured a
lean patch for nearly
three years before he de-
cided to take a month-
long mental health break
while reinventing him-
self during last month's
Asia Cup.

He finished as India's
highest run-getter and
since then continued his
good form in the just-con-
cluded T20s against
Australia, where his half-
century in the series de-
cider gave glimpses of
vintage Kohli that the
fans have been yearning
to see.

"...right from the Asia
Cup every match that he
(Kohli) got runs, not just
the runs, there was some
improvement coming. I

think the power game is
back. He is trusting his
power game," Manjrekar
told in Sports 18's 'Sports
Over The Top' show.

"There was a time
when he was getting runs
but his power game was
not coming at his beck
and call. That is starting
to happen," Manjrekar
said.

The fact that he is
being able to hit good
balls for boundaries is a
welcome sign, said
Manjrekar.

"He is dispatching good
balls for big boundaries
and sixes. It's all about
confidence. This is a guy
who's damn self-confi-
dent and drives himself
to excellence but for long-
time runs weren't coming
and his confidence was
tender.

Kohli was the second
highest overall run getter
in the Asia Cup, scoring
276 in five innings at an
average of 92.00, a strike
rate of 147.59 with two
half-centuries and a ton.

Kate Cross wants ‘wishy-washy’
run-out rules to be made clearer

New Delhi, Sep 27 (PTI):
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena has approved
the preparation of a com-
prehensive mobility plan for
Dwarka that includes pro-
viding last mile connectivi-
ty, improvement of public
transport and making the
area more walkable. Saxena
chaired the 66th meeting of
the governing body of

Unified Traffic and
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Infrastructure Planning
and Engineering Centre
(UTTIPEC) on Monday.

He underlined the impor-
tance of strictly sticking to
the timelines and complete
inter-agency coordination.
The Lieutenant Governor
expressed his dissatisfac-
tion over the lack of inter-

agency coordination for suc-
cessful implementation of
the approved multi-modal
integration (MMI) plans for
59 metro stations. He issued
directions for seamless coor-
dination between the con-
cerned agencies that in-
clude PWD, Transport
Department, MCD, Traffic
Police and DDA and asked
for five Metro Stations with

heavy footfall to be identi-
fied on a pilot basis for satis-
factory implementation of
the approved MMI’s plans.

The UTTIPEC approved
the preparation of a com-
prehensive mobility plan for
Dwarka (K-II) zone. The im-
mediate and short-term im-
provement plans include in-
tersection improvement
plans for five junctions —

walkability, public trans-
port, last mile connectivity
and parking improvement.

The action taken report
on the project of approach
road from Chattarpur to in-
stitutional areas in
Maidangarhi, Saryupur and
Satbari, where the SAARC
University, Central Armed
Police Forces Institute of
Management Science and

buildings of HUPA and NIC
etc. are supposed to come
up, was discussed. Saxena
was informed that widening
of the road from existing
seven metres to 30 metres
would require acquisition of
private land and more im-
portantly clearance of the
Forest Department that had
declared the entire area as
morphological ridge’.
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Guwahati, Sep 27 (PTI):
The Suryakiran
Aerobatic Team of the
Indian Air Force (IAF)
put up a stunning air
show in Guwahati on
Tuesday as people came
out on balconies and
terraces besides gather-
ing on roads to watch
the aerial display.

The team performed
for over 20 minutes over
Lachit Ghat on the
banks of the
Brahmaputra river
under a clear sky.

Speaking to PTI,
team administrator
Flight Lieutenant
Ridhima Gurung said,
“All nine aircraft of the
team were a part of the
show at Guwahati
today. Last year, the
team had enthralled the
audience at Shillong,
Meghalaya, and is de-
lighted to carry out a
display in Guwahati
this year.” She said the
squad flew in from

Tezpur, nearly 200 kilo-
metres by road from
here which it covered
in about 15 minutes by
flight, where it is based
currently.

“The aircraft flew in
directly from Tezpur
and participated in the
air show, and returned
to the base there,” the
team administrator,
who also took the spec-
tators at Lachit Ghat
through the perform-
ance with her commen-
tary, added.

Group Captain GS
Dhillon helmed the
team, which consisted
of nine other pilots, in-
cluding Wing
Commander R Bordoloi
who hails from Assam.

Besides top defence
officials, Chief
Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma was also
among those enthralled
by the performance of
the IAF’s aerobatic
team.

IAF’s Suryakiran
team stuns with

enthralling air show

IAF’s Suryakiran aerobatic team performs at an air
show, organised as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations, in Guwahati, Tuesday.

Delhi LG gives go ahead to Dwarka mobility plan


