
ILLUMINATED VAISHNO DEVI TEMPLE

Vaishno Devi Bhawan illuminated on the first day of ‘Navratri’ festival at Katra in Reasi district, Monday. 
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Decline
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi on
Sunday said he has
declined the central
government’s offer to be
the next Attorney
General of India.
Rohatgi told PTI that
there was no specific
reason behind his deci-
sion. The Centre had
offered the post of AG
to Rohatgi earlier this
month to succeed K K
Venugopal, 91, 
whose term will end on
September 30.

New party 
MMaauu:: Suheldev Bharatiya
Samaj Party (SBSP)
rebel leaders on Monday
accused party chief Om
Prakash Rajbhar of devi-
ating from the core prin-
ciples of the party and
said that they will float
a new party on Tuesday.
“A ‘mahapanchayat’ has
been convened here on
Tuesday where a new
party will be
announced,” former
national vice-president
of SBSP Mahendra
Rajbhar told 
reporters here.

Injured
AAggaarrttaallaa::  Three
retrenched teachers of
Tripura were injured on
Monday when police used
water cannons to prevent
protestors from breaking
a barricade near Circuit
House here, police said.
Hundreds of terminated
teachers gathered in
front of the Rabindra
Satabarshiki Bhavan here
for participating in the
Bidhansabha
Abhiyan’(march to
Assembly) seeking their
immediate reinstatement
into service.

Encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  An encounter
broke out between mili-
tants and security forces
on Monday in Kulgam dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir, police said.
Security forces launched
a cordon operation in
Batpora village of Kulgam
following information
about the presence of
militants there, a police
official said.

Arrested 
KKoocchhii::  Kerala police on
Monday said they have
arrested Malayalam actor
Sreenath Bhasi for
allegedly hurling abusive
words at a woman jour-
nalist during an inter-
view. The arrest was
recorded after summon-
ing him to the Maradu
police station on the
basis of a complaint 
from a journalist of an
online media.

BRIEF

Artists prepares for 
a performance of ‘Ram

Leela’, at Shriram Bharatiya
Kala Kendra in New Delhi,

Monday. 
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New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

All eyes are on Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi as top
leaders converged at her
10, Janpath residence here
on Monday after a series of
developments in the last 24
hours in Rajasthan, where
a majority of the party
MLAs have rebelled
against Sachin Pilot and
want Ashok Gehlot to con-
tinue as the chief minister.

Party observers
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Ajay Maken, who were
sent to Rajasthan, re-
turned to Delhi on
Monday after a planned
meeting of the Congress
Legislature Party (CLP)
failed to take place. They
met Gandhi at her resi-
dence soon after their re-
turn from Jaipur.

The high drama has also
put a question mark on
whether Gehlot would still
run for the party presi-
dent’s post or someone
else would replace him as
a candidate supported by
the current leadership.
Gehlot has maintained
that the “one man, one
post” formula does not
apply to him as the

Congress presidential poll
is an internal affair.

Maken said they would
submit their report to
Gandhi after which the
party’s further strategy
would be chalked out.

He said he and Kharge
kept waiting for the party
MLAs in Jaipur on
Sunday night but they did
not turn up. “We are re-
turning to New Delhi to
apprise Sonia Gandhi of
the developments,” Maken
said. Senior party leader
and former Madhya

Pradesh chief minister
Kamal Nath is also expect-
ed to reach New Delhi to
meet Gandhi. Nath, who is
the Madhya Pradesh
Congress chief, is known
to have close ties with
Gehlot and could be asked
to broker a truce. AICC
general secretary, organi-
sation K C Venugopal ar-
rived at Gandhi’s resi-
dence to discuss the situa-
tion arising in Rajasthan
after a virtual revolt by a
majority of the party
MLAs.

All eyes on Sonia as Raj Cong crisis simmers

Congress leader Ajay Maken comes out after meeting
Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi, in New Delhi,
Monday.

‘Next CM should be acceptable to us’
Congress’s chief whip in the Rajasthan assembly Mahesh Joshi
on Monday said the party MLAs have no objection to whoever
is made the chief minister, but the final decision of the high-
command should be agreeable to them. Meanwhile, a video
purportedly of a meeting of the Congress MLAs loyal to Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot has surfaced. More like this Minister
Shanti Dhariwal, at whose residence the meeting took place, is
heard saying in the video that the Congress will suffer losses
if Gehlot is removed from the chief minister’s post.

‘Cong workers ready to spill blood’

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot loyalist and state cabi-
net Minister Pratap Khachariyawas on Monday said that the
Congress workers are attempting to save their party and have
to be prepared to “spill blood on the roads” against the
Bharatiya Janata Party which, he alleged, wants to “topple”
the state government. The remarks of the Congress leader
came amid the ongoing political crisis in the state.

Pratap Khachariyawas

Jashpur, Sep 26: 

A 65-year-old woman
was trampled to death by
a wild elephant at a vil-
lage in  Jashpur district
on Monday, a forest offi-
cial said.

The victim Pyari Toppo
came face to face with an
elephant when she
stepped out of her house
in Babu Saajbahar village
under Tapkara forest
range, in the morning,
sub-divisional officer (for-
est) Naveen Nirala said.

The elephant caught
hold of the woman with
its trunk and dragged her
on the street before tram-
pling her to death, he said.

The forest personnel
were alerted and the body
was shifted to a hospital
for post-mortem, he said.

The deceased woman’s
kin was provided an in-
stant relief of Rs 25,000,
while the remaining com-
pensation of Rs 5.75 lakh
will be disbursed once the
necessary formalities are
completed, the official
said. A herd of 14 ele-
phants had recently en-
tered Tapkara range from
neighbouring Odisha and

locals have been alerted,
he added.

Jashpur shares borders
with neighbouring
Odisha and Jharkhand
and the dense forest at
this tri-junction is a
prime habitat of ele-
phants.

Human-elephant con-
flicts in the northern part
of the state had been a
major cause of concern
for the last one decade and
the menace has further
spread to some districts of
the central region.

Incidents of elephant
attacks have been report-
ed in Surguja, Raigarh,
Korba, Surajpur,
Gariaband, Jashpur and
Balrampur districts.

Elderly woman trampled
to death by wild tusker

About the incident
The victim Pyari Toppo came
face to face with an elephant
when she stepped out of her
house in Babu Saajbahar vil-
lage under Tapkara forest
range, on Monday morning.
The elephant caught hold of
the woman with its trunk
and dragged her on the
street before trampling her
to death.

Shimla, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Seven tourists were
killed and 10 sustained in-
juries when a tempo trav-
eller fell into a gorge in
Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu
district, officials said on
Monday. President
Droupadi Murmu,
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur
and Union minister
Anurag Thakur, who hails
from the state, expressed
grief over the accident
that took place at 8:30 pm
on Sunday near Ghiyaghi
in Banjar subdivision.
Five tourists died on the
spot while two others suc-
cumbed to injuries at the

hospital, the officials said.
The deceased were identi-
fied as Rishab Raj,
Anshika Jain, Aditya and
Ananmaya from Uttar
Pradesh, and Saurabh,
Priyanka Gupta and Kiran
from Delhi, Kullu
Superintendent of Police
Gurdev Sharma said.

Officials had earlier said
three of the dead were
from IIT Varanasi.
However, it was clarified
later that they were among
the injured. Rahul
Goswami, Kshitija
Agarwal, Priyapal, Ishan
Gupta from Haryana, driv-
er Ajay Chauhan, Abhinav

Singh, Nishtha Badoni
from Uttar Pradesh,
Rushav from New Delhi,
Lakshaya from Rajasthan
and Jai Aggarwal from
Madhya Pradesh are those
injured, he said.

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Monday sought responses
from the Centre and the
Tamil Nadu government
on a plea filed by Nalini
Sriharan, serving life sen-
tence in the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case, seeking
premature release. A bench
of Justices B R Gavai and B
V Nagarathna issued no-
tices to the Centre and the
Tamil Nadu government
and sought their replies on
the plea. The top court also
issued notices on the plea
filed by R P Ravichandran,
who is also a convict in the
case. Nalini has challenged
the June 17 order of the

Madras High Court, which
rejected her plea for early
release, and cited the apex
court judgement ordering
the release of co-convict A
G Perarivalan. The high
court had on June 17 reject-
ed the petitions of Sriharan
and Ravichandran, both
convicted in former prime
minister Rajiv Gandhi as-
sassination case, to order
their release without even
the consent of the state’s

governor. The high courts
do not have the power
under Article 226 of the
Constitution to do so, un-
like the Supreme Court
which enjoyed the special
power under Article 142,
the high court had said
while rejecting their pleas.

Invoking its extraordi-
nary power under Article
142 of the Constitution, the
top court had on May 18 or-
dered the release of
Perarivalan, who had
served over 30 years in jail,
and said the Tamil Nadu
governor ought not to have
sent the “binding” advice
made by the state cabinet
for his release to the presi-
dent.

Jammu, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Launching his
Democratic Azad Party
here on Monday, former
Congress leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad said he will not
make the restoration of
Article 370 an election
issue in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Issues of roads, water
supply and price rise are
meant for elections. “I
don’t stop anybody from
making any thing an elec-
tion issue.

I have a lot of things,
why should I make it an
election issue,” he asked.
Replying to a question

about Kashmir-centric
parties, particularly the
PDP, criticising his re-
marks on Article 370, Azad
said, “You just check
Parliament records of who
has spoken or who has not
(on Article 370). Get the

record of Parliament on
any one’s name. But my
take is simple that I don’t
use such issues for elec-
tions.”

Azad was addressing a
press conference here
after launching his party.

M e d i n i n a g a r
(Jharkhand), Sep 26 (PTI):
A three months pregnant
woman was allegedly
raped by six men in front
of her husband in
Jharkhand’s Palamu dis-
trict, police said on
Monday. Police said that all
the six accused have been
arrested. The incident took
place near Bakoria
Bhaluahi Valley in
Satbarwa area, Palamu
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Chandan Kumar
Sinha told PTI.

The 22-year-old woman,
following a quarrel at her
in-laws’ residence in Patan
area of Palamu district,
left for her father’s house

35 km away in Manika
area in adjoining Latehar
district by foot on Saturday
morning. Her husband
and one of his relatives left
on a motorcycle to look for
the woman and found her
walking along National
Highway 39 close to
Manika around 8 PM.

According to the state-
ment given to the police by
the woman’s husband, as
he was persuading her to
return home; six men
came on motorcycles, se-
verely thrashed him and
his relative, took his wife
to a nearby location, where
he could see and hear
them, and took turns to
rape her. The survivor’s
husband claimed that he
knew two of the six ac-

cused by face. He was se-
verely injured and his rela-
tive fell unconscious after
the thrashing.

By the time he managed
to reach the crime spot, the
accused were trying to
take his wife to another lo-
cation on a motorcycle.

However, that motorcy-
cle collided with an incom-
ing four-wheeler and the
woman started shouting
for help. Hearing her cries,
local villagers came to her
rescue and nabbed two of
the accused and handed
them over to the police,
while the rest managed to
escape. “Two of the ac-
cused were formally ar-
rested on Sunday, while
four others were nabbed
on Monday,” the SP said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  2266  ((PPTTII))::

Passport applicants will now
be able to apply for police
clearance certificates (PCCs)
at all online post office pass-
port seva kendras, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said
on Monday. The MEA is the
nodal ministry for the issuance
of passports.

The PCCs are a pre-requisite
for the issuance of passports to
the applicants. Often, the
issuance of the PCCs by the
local police takes time that
results in a delay in the grant of
passports. “To address the
unanticipated surge in demand
for Police Clearance
Certificates (PCCs), the min-
istry has decided to include the

facility to apply for PCC servic-
es at all online Post Office
Passport Seva Kendras
(POPSKs) across India, start-
ing from September 28,” the
MEA said in a statement.

HHuubbbbaallllii  ((KK’’ttaakkaa)),,  SSeepp  2266  ((PPTTII))::  
President Droupadi Murmu on
Monday called upon country-
men to resolve for making
India fully developed and
“Aatmanirbhar” (self-reliant)
by the time the nation cele-
brates centenary year of its
independence.

The President was address-
ing at a felicitation function
Poura Sanmana’ (civic honour)
organised by the Hubli-
Dharwad Municipal
Corporation in her honour. She
recollected the contribution of
several prominent figures from
the region to the field of spiri-
tuality, literature, music, arts,
and education. “The whole
country is celebrating Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav (75 years of
Independence), this celebra-

tion will be incomplete without
paying respects to and remem-
bering our great freedom fight-
ers, who laid down their lives
for the freedom of the mother-
land. I pay my respects to
them,” Murmu said.

RAJIV GANDHI ASSASSINATION CASE FATAL MISHAP

Seven killed as vehicle falls into gorge 

Mangled remains of a vehicle that met with an accident at
Banjar on the Aut-Luhri highway, in Kullu district, Monday.

 In Kullu Prez, CM  mourn
loss of lives

President Droupadi Murmu,
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur and
Union minister Anurag Thakur,
who hails from the state,
expressed grief over the acci-
dent that took place at 8:30 pm
on Sunday near Ghiyaghi in
Banjar subdivision. “I am deeply
saddened by the news of the
death of many people, including
students, in a road accident in
Kullu, Himachal Pradesh. 

Ghulam Nabi Azad launches
Democratic Azad Party 

Former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad addresses a press conference, in Jammu, Monday

 In J&K

‘Let’s resolve to make India
‘Aatmanirbhar’ by 2047’

President Droupadi Murmu
wearing a Mysore ‘peta’ with

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai during the
inauguration of the Mysuru

Dasara Festival, at Chamundi
Hills in Mysuru, Monday.

HEINOUS CRIME

Pregnant woman ‘gangraped’ in front of husband
 Six arrested

Passport applicants 
can apply online 
For police clearance certificates

Relief to applicants
The Police Clearance Certificates
(PCCs) are a pre-requisite for the
issuance of passports to the
applicants. Often, the issuance of
the PCCs by the local police takes
time that results in a delay in the
grant of passports.To address the
unanticipated surge in demand
for Police Clearance Certificates
(PCCs), the ministry has decided
to include the facility to apply for
PCC services at all online Post
Office Passport Seva Kendras
(POPSKs) across India, starting
from September 28.

SC notice to Centre, TN on Nalini’s 
plea seeking premature release

Former corporator held
for attempt to murder

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2266:: Utai Police arrest-
ed two persons on charges of at-
tempt to murder. The prime ac-
cused is a former corporator.
Following an argument, he had
attacked an ex-army man with a
knife. Police have seized the
weapon and the bike used in the
crime. Utai Police Station had
received information that a per-
son in village Dundera was at-
tacked with a sharp knife. 

The injured has been admit-
ted to Sector 09 Hospital. Team
of Utai Police Station immedi-
ately reached the hospital and
the statement of fatally injured
victim Tikam Lal Sahu (38) son
of Late Sudama Ram Sahu was
recorded in the presence of the
executive magistrate.

Taking the matter into serious
cognizance, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallav and Additional
Superintendent of Police (Rural)
Anant Sahu directed the Newai
Police Station to ensure immedi-
ate arrest of the accused. 

On the instructions of SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Rathore, Utai
Police Station team led by
Inspector Navi Monika Pandey
conducted crime scene investi-
gation and recorded statements

of the eye witnesses. Later the
accused Sanju Sahu was arrest-
ed from Raipur.

The accused Sanju Sahu con-
fessed to the crime and dis-
closed in his statement that a
meeting was held in village
Dundera on Sep 23 evening in
connection with the celebration
of the upcoming Dussehra festi-
val. During the meeting, 

Tikam Lal Sahu argued with
Sanju Sahu repeatedly. Later,
Sanju collected a knife from his
house and in a fit of rage at-
tacked Tikam Sahu on chest, ab-
domen and legs. After commit-
ting the crime, he fled with his
friend Chova Ram Sahu on a
bike. They reached Kumhari
where he bought a T-shirt and
changed his clothes in the wash
room of a petrol pump. 

Then they escaped to
Bhathagaon, Raipur. Inspector
Navi Manika Pandey (SHO,
Utai), Sub-Inspector Kundan Lal
Gaur, ASI Rajkumar Deshmukh,
ASI Ashwani, ASI Sheikh, Head
Constable Roman Sonwani,
Constables Rajkumar Chandra,
Vikrant Yadu, Akash Tiwari,
Dushyant Lehre, Vijay Kurre,
Mukesh Yadav, Shikhar Bhatt
played a vital role in arresting
the accused.

World Pharmacy Day 
celebrated at Sanjay Rungta

Group of Institutions

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2266:: On the Occasion
of World Pharmacy Day, Rungta
Institute of Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences and
Research run under the aegis of
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions, organised a two-day
celebration. The program started
with the inaugural function,
presided by Guest of Honour Dr
Shekhar Verma, Professor and
Deputy Registrar, Pt Deen Dayal
University, Ayush, Raipur, Chief
Guest Sanjay Rungta, Chairman,
SRGI, Dr Rajesh Kumar Nema,
Principal and Dr Harish Sharma,
Vice Principal, RIPS, Durg. 

The program started with a
welcome speech by Dr Rajesh
Kumar Nema, Principal. Also,
SRGI Chairman Sanjay Rungta
addressed the gathering and mo-
tivated the students for their fu-
ture. Dr Shekhar Verma high-
lighted the Role and
Responsibilities of Pharmacists
in the Community and also en-
couraged the students to give
their service in Community for
better Public health. SRGI
Campus organised felicitation
ceremony to acknowledge and
applaud the achievements of Dr
Shekhar Verma.

Seema Kashyap, Assistant
Professor detailed about Pharm
Club in which the President, Vice
President, Secretary, Joint
Secretary and Elective members
are selected from SRGI's phar-
macy colleges Rungta Institute
of Pharmaceutical Sciences and
Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences and
Research, Bhilai. 

On the occasion, more than
200 students participated from
Government Higher Secondary
School, Kurud, for Celebration of
Pharmacist Day with undergrad-
uate students in different events
like Technical Session, Pharma
Expo and Hands-on training in
pharma instruments (UV
Spectrophotometer, Multistation
Tablet Punching machine,
Extraction Process etc).

The second day started with
Quiz Competition, E-Poster
Competition, and Culture
Program. The two days of cele-
bration ended with a Prize distri-
bution ceremony and a Vote of
thanks by Dr Harish Sharma,
Vice Principal. Chairman of SRGI
Sanjay Rungta, Director Saket
Rungta and Assistant Director
Mohammad Shajid Ansari con-
gratulated the pharmacy frater-
nity for the successful conduc-
tion of the program.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2266:: In a grand felicita-
tion ceremony organised by the
World Book of Star Records and
Indian Institute of Alternative
Medicine in Kolkata, Dr Sonali
Chakraborty from the city was ho-
noured in the field of social con-
cern along with 101 people from
different regions of India. In the
packed auditorium of a hotel at
Elgin Road, Kolkata Yajna Samrat
Dr Raja Shastri was the chief
guest in this ceremony. Dr Sonali
Chakraborty, founder and direc-
tor of Swayamsiddha, a leading
organization of married women in
Chhattisgarh, was honoured by
Padma Shri Niranjan Goswami
(Meme Artist NSD) and eminent
cine actress Dagarmani Tudu.

Prominent among those pres-
ent were Chandra Kumar Bose
(social worker, politician and
great-grandson of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose), Dilip Maharaj
(Bharat Sevashram Sangh),
Brahmakumari Kanan Behen
(Incharge Eastern Zone Head
Quarter Kolkata), Praveer Roy
(Bengali film director), Hiran

Chatterjee (MLA & Film Actor
West Bengal), Eminent Singer &
Brand Ambassador of World Book
of Star Records Shantashree
Bhattacharya, Dr Chandramohan
Shrivastava (President Lions Club
of Indore Mahanagar Trust), Dr
Anupam Nayak, Dr K Rajan Kaval
and Dipanvita Jana.

The event also included a sem-
inar on the topic "Contribution of
Bengal Culture in the History of
Indian Independence", in which
Sonali Chakraborty told about
her maternal grandfather Ajit
Ranjan Biswas who had worked

under the guidance of Master
Surya Sen in the early stages of
the freedom struggle. She said
that wherever the people of
Bengal live, they are committed
to their culture and will continue
to strive for the security, freedom
and culture of the country. Dr
Sonali Chakraborty gave full
credit of this honour to her hus-
band Sandeep Chakraborty who
is working as General Manager in
Material Management
Department of Bhilai Steel Plant
and all the members of
Swayamsiddha.

BSP gives recognition to Bhilai Ispat Mazdoor Sangh
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 26: Chief
Labour Commissioner
from Central Labour
Ministry, New Delhi has is-
sued instructions to give
recognition to Bhilai Ispat
Mazdoor Sangh (BIMS) for
a period of two years  on
behalf of the Union
Ministry of Labour. The
letter of recognition on be-
half of SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant was given by
Anirban Dasgupta,
Director-Incharge, (Bhilai
Steel Plant) on Monday in
the Director-in-Charge's
Conference hall at Ispat
Bhavan.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director Incharge (Bhilai
Steel Plant), while address-
ing the members of Apex
Committee of BMS, con-
veyed his greetings and
best wishes to them and
assured that communica-
tion between the
Management and the
Union would be improved

further. He urged the
Union to cooperate with
the Management for the
betterment of the Plant.

Dasgupta urged on
adopting safe working
practices, adding that all
the Unions should moti-
vate the regular workers
and contract workers to
get the Booster dose of
Covid 19. He requested
them to work in unison in
every challenge and work
with dedication for the de-
velopment and upliftment
of Bhilai Steel Plant.

Ravi Shankar Singh,
General Secretary on be-

half of BMS, assured the
management of coopera-
tion from the Union and
that BMS would work
within dedication and
commitment following
discipline. We will apprise
the management of em-
ployee's needs from time
to time, he added. We will
bring forth information
on time and apprise about
their legitimate demands.

AK Bhatta, Executive
Director (Materials
Management) Anjani
Kumar, Executive
Director (Works), MM
Gadre, Executive Director

(Personnel &
Administration), Dr AK
Panda, Executive Director
(Finance & Accounts)
Ashok Kumar, Acting,
Executive Director
(Projects), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c
(M & HS, Nisha Soni,
Chief General Manager
(Personnel), Sheeja P
Mathew, General
Manager (Personnel-
Works), JN Thakur,
General Manager
(Industrial Relations and
CLC) and other officials
were present on this occa-
sion. Indramani Mishra,

President BIMS Chenna
Keshavalu , Acting
President, Ravi Shankar
Singh, General Secretary
and members of Apex
Committee of the Union
were present on the occa-
sion.

It is noteworthy that for
the determination of rec-
ognized union in Bhilai
Steel Plant, the member-
ship of unions was veri-
fied on July 30, 2022  under
the supervision of Union
Ministry of Labour, by
the process of Secret
Ballot. The polling details
were sent to the Ministry
by Deputy Labour
Commissioner, Central
Raipur.

After completing the en-
tire process, the Chief
Labour Commissioner,
Central New Delhi, on be-
half of the Union Labour
Ministry, has issued in-
structions to grant recog-
nition to Bhilai Ispat
Shramik Manch (BIMS)
for a period of two years.

Poster of Chhattisgarh
Premier League Cricket
Competition released

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2266::  Committed to
the all round development of
sports and sportspersons in
Chhattisgarh, state govern-
ment is organising new pro-
grams and national level com-
petitions in the state to pro-
mote sports. In this line, for
the second consecutive year,
in collaboration with the
Chhattisgarh government,
professional cricket tourna-
ment "Chhattisgarh Premier
League CPL-T20" is going to
be organised at Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh International

Cricket Stadium Nava Raipur
on the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
Giving information, Praveen
Jain, state president of the or-
ganizer Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee said
that the poster of the compe-
tition was released at the
Chief Minister's residence by
Chaitanya Baghel, son of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav. He also ac-
cepted the ex-officio respon-
sibility of the patron post.
Along with this, State Vice
President Alok Thakur Durg,
(Rural) District President
Mohd Rizwan, Congress
Sports Cell Bhilai City District
President Sumit Singh, in-
formed that applications from
the corporate world for spon-

sorship was open till
September 26 and the last
date for registration of play-
ers is September 30, 2022.
From November 5, a camp will
be organized for the players
at Riyaz Ground, Chhedikhedi,
Raipur, where various level
competitions will be organ-
ized among the selected play-
ers by taking trials of the play-
ers. On the basis of perform-
ance, on December 04, the se-
lected players will be divided
into 8 teams of Durg, Bhilai,
Rajnandgaon, Bastar, Raipur,
Bilaspur, Korba and Surguja
through auction. Thereafter
the teams will participate in
the CPL -T20 Chhattisgarh
Premiere League cricket com-
petition to be organised from
December 10, 2022 to January
15, 2023.

Over 75 involved in online 
betting nabbed in six days

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 26: In a signif-
icant operation, Durg
Police has arrested more
than 75 ruffians involved
in operations of online bet-
ting, Mahadev Book, etc in
the last six days. Rs 73009
cash, mobile phones, calcu-
lators, laptops and betting
records were recovered
from the possession of the
accused. This operation is
being jointly conducted by
Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit (ACCU) and teams of
Bhilai Nagar, Newai,
Supela, Vaishali Nagar,
Chhwani, Jamul, Old
Bhilai, Khursipar, Durg,
Mohan Nagar, Pulgaon
and Utai Police Stations.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they have
taken effective action to
curb the illegal activities
of online cricket betting,
online betting and satta-
patti in the district. Police
are maintaining vigil on
the activities of suspects
and the network of inform-

ers has been activated.
During September 20 to 26,
Police arrested 75 persons
involved in this illegal ac-
tivity. 04 have been arrest-
ed in Bhilai Nagar, 07 in
Newai, 02 from Supela, 01
from Vaishali Nagar, 07
from Chhawani, 08 from
Jamul, 08 from Old Bhilai,
06 from Khursipar, 24 from
Durg, 04 from Mohan
Nagar, 02 from Pulgaon
and 02 ruffians involved in
online betting have been
arrested from Utai area.
The special operation will
continue in future as well.

On Monday, Police ar-

rested 24 people involved
in operations of Mahadev
Book Online betting.
Police were maintaining
continuous vigil on the ac-
tivities of suspects. In this
sequel, they received a tip
off that some ruffians in-
volved in Mahadev Book
Online Betting were try-
ing to flee to Chennai.
Police team immediately
swung into action and the
accused were taken into
custody. The arrested ac-
cused are identified as
Waheed Khan of
Banspara Durg, Sandeep
Yadav of Shivpara Durg,

Rinku Sen of Hatri Bazar
Durg, Rohit Kumar of
Titurdih Durg, Vivek
Madame of Om Nagar
Urla, Sanjay Chaudhary of
Zone 01 Khursipar,
Mukesh Sharma of
Shankar Nagar
Chhawani, Rajkumar
Nishad of Chhawani
Basti, Lalit Mahilang of
Shankar Nagar
Chhawani, Sanjay Patwa
of Camp 02, Sunil Prasad
of Rajiv Nagar Chhawani,
Govind Vishwakarma of
Gautam Nagar Khursipar,
Rinku Gupta of Rajiv
Nagar Jamul, Abhilash

Choudhary of Camp 02
Bhilai, Vijay Deshlehare of
Bajrangpara Jamul,
Kewal Joshi of Labour
Camp Jamul, Abhishek
Kumar Prasad of Zone -02
Khursipar, Rahul
Chauhan of Power House
Bhilai, Sanjay Giri of
Maya Nagar Ruabandha,
Deepak Kumar of
Adarshpara Tanki
Maroda, Gautam Pal of
Station Maroda Newai,
Shimas Siqqhiqui of
Bajrang Chowk Tanki
Maroda, Saurabh Kotare
of Azad Chowk
Ruabandha Basti and Raj
Bandhe of Pragati Nagar
Risali. During prelimi-
nary interrogation, they
tried to mislead but later
they confessed involve-
ment in online betting
rackets. Police seized Rs
20320 cash, betting
records, calculator etc
from the possession of the
accused. Further legal ac-
tion is being taken against
the detained persons from
Police Stations Chhawani,
Jamul, Mohan Nagar,
Durg, Newai, Bhilai
Nagar, Old Bhilai and
Khursipar.
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p 24 bookies arrested
on Monday

p Last date for 
registration of players
till 30 September

Dr Sonali Chakraborty conferred 
with ‘Bang Gaurav Samman’

Chief Minister attends Agrasen
Jayanti celebrations in Sector 6

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 26: The task
of the government is to
create an environment
free of fear for every citi-
zen including the traders.
Some traders from Bhilai
had complained against
some police officers who
were putting undue pres-
sure on them. When mer-
its were found in the alle-
gations, immediate ac-
tion was taken against
the officer, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel while addressing
Agrasen Jayanti celebra-
tions in Agrasen Bhavan,
Sector 6 on Monday.

In his address, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel exchanged
Agrasen Jayanti greet-
ings with the members of
Agrawal Samaj.
Referring to the contribu-
tion of Maharaja
Agrasen, CM said that he
used to lay emphasis on
trade and construction.
The ancestors of
Agrawals had the respon-
sibility of looking after
the supplies of Pandavas
in the battle of
Kurukshetra. Gandhiji
was also from this Samaj
and he spent his whole
life with truth and non-
violence. CM asked the
members of Samaj to do

business without fear. If
anyone creates undue
troubles, the government
will take action.

The Chief Minister
said that people from the
business community had
approached him and
asked that he did some-
thing for all classes but
what was done for
traders? CM said that he
explained to the traders
that when money comes
to the farmer in the vil-
lage, the farmers visit the
market and spend money
in purchasing. In this
manner, the money
comes to the markets and
benefits the traders. The
Chief Minister said that
the instalments of Kisan
Nyay Yojna received by

the farmers from time to
time come in the market
and eventually the
traders also become pros-
perous.

The government has
decided to provide anoth-
er instalment to farmers
on October 15 so that the
farmers also have a good
Diwali. This will benefit
the traders as well. The
Chief Minister said that
people tell him that he
too is a "baniya" because
he promoted the use of
cow dung to produce
many useful items and
created a good market for
these products. Praising
the works done by the
Agrawal Samaj during
the Corona period, the
Chief Minister said that

a large section of the so-
ciety was benefited from
this work.

In his address, MLA
Devendra Yadav said that
the role of Agrawal
Samaj in social service
has been very apprecia-
ble. "I have learned coor-
dination from Agarwal
Samaj", he said. Mayor
Neeraj Pal said that the
manner in which the
Agrawal Samaj served
the Bhilai city during the
Covid period is com-
mendable. MLA Arun
Vora, former MLA
Pradeep Choubey,
Antyavasayi Corporation
Vice President Neeta
Lodhi and other leaders
were present.

Agrasen Jankalyan
Samiti President Bansi
Agrawal, Youth Club
President Madhur
Agrawal, Media I/c
Ashish Agrawal, Dilip
Agrawal, Anil Agrawal,
Jaikishan Agrawal,
Kailash Agrawal, Girish
Bansal, Dinesh Lohia,
Ashish Gupta,
Vishnudutt Singhal,
Anup Bansal,
Ghanshyam Das
Agrawal, Goverdhan
Agrawal, Sharad
Agrawal, Dinesh
Singhal, Vikas Agrawal
and others.dignitaries of
the Samaj were present.
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Route plan, parking fixed
for Road Safety World
Series Cricket tourney

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2266::  The Traffic Police
department has prepared the
route-plan for the sports lovers
for Road Safety World Series
Cricket Tournament to be organ-
ised at Shaheed Vir Narayan
Singh International Cricket stadi-
um from Sep 27 onwards. In this
there is separate route plan and
parking for the sports players and
VIPs. In the same way the pass-
holder  vehicle driver and those
without passes too have a sepa-
rate route and parking facility
near the Stadium.

The cricket match lovers will
have to follow the fixed route in
order to reach the parking lot and
then enter the stadium through
that particular gate. The route
and parking for the visitors com-
ing from Bilaspur- Balodabazar
will reach via Ring Road No. 3 and
enter NH-54 via Mandir Hasoud
and enter Parsada Ground park-
ing via Navagaon turning at P-7,
P-8 and P-9 and then walk all the
way to the Stadium. 

The visitors for the match com-
ing from Durg- Bhilai will come
via NH-53 through Gram
Serikhedi, Naya Raipur turning
and then enter Naya Raipur and
reach parking area via Shri Satya
Sai Sanjeevani hospital and park-
ing at P-5 and ‘Sendh Talab’
Parking at P-6 and then enter the
stadium. 

The vehicles and public coming

from Arang – Mahasamund route
will follow NH-30 and enter the
Naya Raipur via Gram Tuta and
park their vehicle at P-5 near Shri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital
near ‘Sendh Talab’ and at P-6 and
then walk to the stadium. RRooaadd
aanndd    PPaarrkkiinngg  ffoorr  HHeeaavvyy  VVeehhiicclleess::
Gold, Silver, Platinum, Corporate
Box ticket-holders who are having
A, B, C, D pass can go via. Chota
Gole Chowk at Stadium’s turning
and follow to Kaya Bandha
Training to Kotara Bhata Chowk
and reach Sector-4 and park vehi-
cle at Sendh Talab and enter the
stadium. The vehicles coming
from Navagaon can come to
Parsada Stadium turning and park
their vehicle there. The move-
ment of cars and heavy vehicles
without passes is prohibited on
the above route.

FFoolllloowwiinngg  iitteemmss  nnoott  aalllloowweedd
dduurriinngg  mmaattcchheess::

# Any inflammable items like
liquor, cigarettes, tobacco,
‘gutka’, match-box, lighters are
not allowed inside the stadium.

# Water box, tiffin, instru-
ments, table, chairs, hockey stick,
flags, fire-crackers, knives,
swords, scissors, any sharp edged
weapon or any other dangerous
items not allowed.

# Ladies hand bags, paper
bags, glass containers, suitcases,
food products (except for chil-
dren) now allowed.

Teams given sports kit for 36th National Games
Raipur, Sept 26: Director
Sports & Youth Welfare
Shweta Sinha
Shrivastava on Monday
distributed sports kit to
the eligible teams for the
36th National Games
scheduled to begin from
September 29 in Gujarat.

Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association (COA) Senior
Vice President GS
Bhambra, Chef D
Mission for National

Games Atul Shukla and
his Deputy Rupendra

Singh Chouhan were also
present on the occasion. It
is notable that Athletics,
Softball, Judo,
W e i g h t l i f t i n g ,
Badminton, Fencing,
Wusu, Malkhabh Yoga,
Roller Staking, Wrestling,
Squash, Kayaking &
Canoeing, Soft Tennis,
Boxing and Triathlon
teams have qualified from
Chhattisgarh for the 36th
National Games.

Vinod, Dhananjaya from CG register victory

Raipur, Sept 26: Vinod
Kumar Sharma from
Chhattisgarh defeated
Priyanka R Chamin in
third move itself to create
upset in the tournament.
Similarly, S Dhananjaya
from Chhattisgarh defeat-
ed Jinan Jomon to consol-
idate the position in the
points tally.

Ajay Kartikeyan IM

from Tamil Nadu held
draw with Mangolian GM
Batchulan Tasmmed
whereas IM Samed
Jaikumar and Iranian
IGM Tehbaj Arsh agreed
to hold their match draw.
However, the
Chhattisgarh candidate
Master Ravi Kumar had
to face defeated against
the 2358 rank player C
Kundu in a disappointing
note.

Meanwhile, the

Director Sports & Youth
Welfare Shweta Sinha in-
spected the ongoing Chief
Minister Trophy
International Grand
Masters Chess tourna-
ment being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Chess Association
(CPCA) during which the
Association Secretary
Vinod Kumar Rathi and
other office-bearers were
present.

Book launch of Ram Madhav on Sep 28th
Raipur, Sep 26: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh’s
National Executive Member
and former National
General Secretary of
Bharatiya Janata
Party, Shri Ram
Madhav, is coming to
Raipur for the formal
release of his book
‘Partitioned Freedom’.

The said program will be
organized on September 28th
from 5 pm to 7 pm at
Maharaja Agrasen College

Auditorium MAIC, Samta
Colony. After Mr. Madhav’s
address, there will be a discus-

sion with the eminent
audience in the pro-
gram

Ujjwal Deepak,
President of
Chhattisgarh Young
Thinkers Forum, said

that Mr. Madhav’s latest book
is about India’s independence
and the horrors of partition
that came along with it. The
book reveals lesser-known

facts about the Partition, and
likewise unveils untapped as-
pects of modern history to its
readers. The program is being
organized by Chhattisgarh
Young Thinkers Forum
(Chhattisgarh Chapter of
India Foundation). Young
Thinkers Forum is an organi-
zation of youth of the state
through which such intellec-
tual discussions have been or-
ganized. Admission to the
event is free and by invitation
only.

Int’nl conf on Emerging
Application of Nanobiotechnology

Raipur, Sep 26: The
Department of
Biotechnology of National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur organized
International Conference
on Emerging Application
of Nanobiotechnology
(ICEAN 2022) from 26th to
27th September 2022. Dr A
M Rawani, Director NIT
Raipur was the chief pa-
tron of the conference. Dr
Prabhat Diwan, Dean
(Research and
Consultation) NIT Raipur
was the Patron. Dr Lata
Sheo Bachhan Upadhyay,
Head of Department,

Biotechnology was the
Chairman of the event. Dr
Sharda Bharti, Dr
Chinmaya Mahapatra and
Dr Awanish Kumar,
Professors, Biotechnology,
NIT Raipur were the
Secretaries for the event.

The chief guest for the
event Dr A B Soni, Dean
(Faculty Welfare) advised
the researchers to work in
the nanobiotechnology
field.

The guest of honour Dr
Shrish Verma, Dean
(Academics) highlighted
the perks of conference
type events saying that it
helps in creating contacts
and also talked about the
research work done related

to nanobiotechnology in
the Institute in past years.
Dr Prabhat Diwan in-
formed everyone about the
achievements and growth
that the Institute gained in
last 20 years in the field of
biotechnology and shared
his experience to motivate
the students that were
present there. Dr Geeta
Ram, Research Scientist,
New York University was
the keynote speaker for the
event. More than forty re-
search papers were submit-
ted in the two-day confer-
ence covering four major
topics, i.e., drug delivery,
biosensor, agriculture and
tissue engineering related
to nanobiotechnology.

Liquor and hookah in
Raipur cafes, restaurants!

Raipur, Sep 26: Many
cafes and restaurants in
VIP Road and Mana area
of ??Raipur are running
their illegal business in vi-
olation of rules. That
hookah bars and illicit
liquor vends are being run
in the area for a long time
is evident from the action
of Telibandha police sta-
tion and Mana police
team. Hookah is banned in
the entire state and it is il-
legal to serve alcohol with-
out a bar license. But
dozens of bottles of wine,
whiskey and beer were
found at a restaurant in
VIP Road and 4 people
were arrested in this con-
nection.

During raid at Diya Cafe
on VIP Road police found
one Ravi Ahuja, the owner
of the cafe offering
hookah and selling
hookah products. Banned
cigarette packets were also
found near the Cafe.
Similar raid was carried
out at Bed Restaurant and

Burn Restaurant. One
Jitendra Sagar was found
serving liquor to the peo-
ple at Bed Restaurant.
Seven bottles of English
wine and 44 bottles of beer
with total price of around
Rs 13250 were found.
Workers named Amit Hapi
and Anil Mondol in Burn
Restaurant were found to
have 2 wine bottles, 4 bot-
tles of Enligh Wine, 33
beer bottles with total
price of around Rs 17,230.

In fact, the police were
getting complaints about
these places for a long
time, which were raided

on Monday. Now the own-
ers of the burn restaurant
and the bed restaurant are
absconding.

Outside these restau-
rants, it is written on the
board to sell fast food. But
for a long time, they were
doing profiteering by serv-
ing liquor.

According to Raipur
SSP Prashant Agarwal
Raipur Police are continu-
ously checking Dhabas,
Hotels, Restaurants and
Hookah Cafes and legal ac-
tion would be taken
against everyone found
serving hookah or liquor.

City buses hit the roads after two and a half years

Raipur, Sep 26: Nearly
two and a half years after
COVID-19 situation, city
buses have hit the roads in
the city after being flagged
off at the hands of
Collector Sarveshwar
Bhure on Monday. People
will now get the facility to
move in and around the
city by city buses. In the
first phase, 15 buses have
started plying on the roads
and 15 more buses will be
started after 2 days. With
this a total of 30 buses will
start operating in the city
soon.

On the first day of
Navratri, the people of the
city have again got the fa-
cility to travel in the city
buses. Women were given
facility of free travel on
the first day on Monday.
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar had
announced that on the
first day i.e. on Monday, no
woman would be charged
any fare in the city bus.

The city buses of Raipur
will be operated keeping
in mind the road safety
cricket tournament. The
Municipal Corporation is
planning to run a city bus
to the cricket stadium,

Nava Raipur. According to
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar keep-
ing in mind the conven-
ience of the people, buses
would also be run to the
stadium. However, the
Naya Raipur Development
Authority has already an-
nounced to run BRTS bus
from Raipur city to the sta-
dium. With the resump-
tion of city bus operation
in the city people will get
the facility of public trans-
port at a low rate, Dhebar
said.

Mayor Aijaz Dhebar,
MLA Kuldeep Juneja,

Raipur Municipal
Corporation Speaker
Pramod Dubey, Collector
and Raipur Urban

Transport Society
Chairman Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure,
Society’s Vice Chairman

Prashant Agrawal,
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, MIC mem-
ber Ajit Kukreja attended
the inauguration pro-
gramme at Pandri Bus
Depot. RTO Shailabh
Sahu and other senior of-
ficers were also present.

Collector, SSP review law and order

Raipur, Sep 26: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure and SSP Prashant
Agrawal reviewed the law
and order situation in the
district in the Collectorate
meeting hall here today.
They directed the officials
regarding upcoming
events, festivals and dhar-
nas, protests and rallies of

various organizations.
The Collector said that

the Road Safety World
Series cricket tournament
would be held at
International Cricket
Stadium Parsada from
27th September. Two
matches will be played on
27th September, one each
on 28th and 29th
September and the final
match will be played on 1st
October. On 27th
September first match will
be played between Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh
and second match between
England and Australia.
Matches on the first day
will be free for all. The
spectators can watch the
matches without taking a
ticket. He informed that
the family visitors will be
given entry in gate num-

bers- 2, 3, 8, 9 and 10. Apart
from this, visitors without
family can enter from
other gates.

The Collector gave in-
structions regarding the
convenience of the visi-
tors, security arrange-
ments with adequate
lights at the parking lot,
adequate ticket counters,
cleanliness, medical
arrangements, ambu-
lances, fire brigade etc.
Collector Dr Bhure also
discussed with the offi-
cials regarding upcoming
Dussehra and Eid festival.
Officials said that 10 big
Dussehra events would be
organized in different
areas of Raipur city. The
Collector instructed to put
magistrates on duty at all
those places. He also di-
rected the officers while

discussing the Navratri
festival and Garba events.
He said that strict action
should be taken against
those who play DJ after 10
pm. He also instructed to
ensure strict compliance
of the court guidelines
within the prescribed time
and noise limit on normal
days.

The Collector also in-
structed officers to make
sure that any organization
organizes a sit-in demon-
stration or rally with the
permission of the district
administration. He direct-
ed that action should be
taken against dharnas and
rallies organized without
permission as per rules.
Even after permission, he
dharnas and protest-ral-
lies should be organized
peacefully, he emphasized.
The Collector further in-
structed to keep close
watch on anti-social ele-
ments. The meeting was
attended by Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, Additional
District Magistrate NR
Sahu, Additional
Collectors BB Panchbhai
and BC Sahu, ASP City
and ASP Rural, SDM, CSP
and City Magistrate.

‘DIYAS IN MAKING’

Potter is giving final touch to pots high on demand in the ‘Navratri festival’ and others in the offing in the coming month.

Road Safety World
Series Cricket
Tournament at
Parsada Stadium to
be free for specta-
tors today

Family visitors to be
given entry in gate
numbers 2, 3, 8, 9
and 10

 15 buses flagged 
off in 1st phase

# Raipur Railway Station
to Bhansoj via Medical
College Hospital,
Telibandha, Magneto
Mall, Jora, Serikhedi,
Mandir Hasaud,
RITEE College,
Navagaon and Godhi
(3508, 3509)

# Railway Station to
Koushalya Mata Mandir via
Medical College Hospital,
Telibandha, Magneto Mall,
Jora, Serikhedi, Mandir
Hasaudm, Kurud,
Bahnakadi and
Chandrakhuri (3528, 2530,
3531 and 3539)

Bus routes and numbers

Raipur Station to Urla

(3525, 3526 and 3533)
# Raj Talkies to Kherkhunt

via Fafadih, Bhanpuri
Chowk, Rawanbhata,
Dhaneli Siltara, Charoda,
Dharseva and
Pandharbhatta (3549,
3554 and 3557)

# Airport to Durg via
Pachpedi Naka,
Bhatagaon, Tatibandh,
Kumhari, Bhilai-3, Power
House 180, 181, 182, 183,
184 and 185)

# Raipur Station to
Kharora via Fafadih,
Pandri, Saddu, Vidhan
Sabha, Saragaon and
Amity (3511, 3512, 3513,
3514, 3556, 0320 and
0329)

# Railway Station to Silyari
(3518 and 3520)

# Railway Station to
Bhathagaon (3550 and
3548)

Bar displaying fast
food board outside
raided

 Begins at NIT

Chhattisgarh CM
Trophy
International Chess
tournament

PRAYERS TO GODDESS BAMLESHWARI

RRaaiippuurr:: Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel arrived at Dongargarh on the first day of Navratri festival today to visit
Maa Bamleshwari Temple. During the visit, Chief Minister performed customary rituals at the temple and prayed
for the happiness and prosperity of the people of the state. On the occasion, Mr. Baghel extended hearty greetings
of Navratri festival to the people of the state.

Sanket Sahitya Samiti celebrates establishment day
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 26: Sanket
Sahitya Samiti estab-
lished on September 11,
1981 observed its 41st es-
tablishment day at Bais
Bhavan here in presence
of RSU VC Professor
Kesari Lal Sharma as
chief guest. Linguist and
litterateur Dr
Chittaranjan Kar, senior
litterateur Amarnath
Tyagi, Baldau Ram Sahu
and Dr Sudhir Verma
were present as special
guests. After formal light-
ing of lamp and worship
of Goddess Saraswati, Dr
Vanik Verma president

and founder of the samiti
threw light on the jour-
ney of Sanket Sahitya
Samiti in the past 41
years and also unfolded
its future plans. Chief
Guest  Professor Kesari
Lal Sharma congratulat-
ed the samiti for its jour-
ney of 41 years and
termed it as a workshop
to nurture talents. On
this occasion BBP Modi’s
poetic collection
‘Damini’ was released at
the hands of guests. Vote
of thanks at the end was
proposed by senior the-
atre artist and former
DGM (PR) CSEB Vijay
Mishra.

Helpage India vaccinates Half Way Home inmates
Raipur, Sep 26: Helpage
India Raipur, under its
Momentum Routine
I m m u n i s a t i o n
Transformation and
Equity (MRITE) project got
the residents & staff vacci-
nated of the Half Way
Home at Kachna, Shankar
Nagar. Ma Dindeshwari
Shiksha Samity run and af-
filiated under Social
Welfare Department takes
care of Half Way Home
and residents got its first
vaccine dose on September
24. The Half Way Home is a
shelter house for the psy-
chiatric patients who have
been discharged from the
State Mental Hospital
Sendri Bilaspur after opti-
mum treatment, but have
not been accepted by their
families due to varied rea-
sons. Such shelter homes
are run by NGOs and aided
by the Social Welfare Dept.
Govt. of CG. ‘HelpAge
India’s main focus is to
identify most vulnerable
people or pockets and assist
District Administration for
quick vaccination’ - said,
Subhankar Biswas, State
Head (CG) of HelpAge
India. The home was of one
such most vulnerable resi-
dents.

In Raipur, there is one
such. Narottam Sahu vol-
unteer of HelpAge came
across the information
about this Half Way Home
as a part of identify vulner-
able population in the city.
The residents belong to var-
ious socio- cultural and eco-
nomic conditions but re-
main united in the sad fact
that almost all of them
have been abandoned by
their immediate families,
making them some of the
most vulnerable citizens of
the state, who have fallen
off the crevices of main-
stream society. In their pre-
vious life some of them
were painter, student union
leaders, farmers, teachers,
sons, brothers, fathers and
husbands. Now they are

just roll calls and benefici-
aries.

The fact that none of
these residents have a valid
identity card, like Adhaar
Card, PAN card, License or
Election card makes it al-
most impossible to track
their medical records. As a
result, there was no record
of their previous vaccina-
tions.

Thanks to Zone
Supervisor - Maneesh
Baghel’s initiative in re-
questing District
Immunisation Officer - Dr
Pranav Verma for permis-
sion to hold a Special
Vaccination session at the
Home. The credentials of
the residents were created
under the name of Home
Superintendent.

Once their identities
were confirmed, with the
consent of DIO Dr Verma,
Baghel arranged for
Covaxin and Covishield
vaccinations from
Rajatalab and the registra-
tions were done.

As many as forty five res-
idents from the age group
of 25 to 75 were vaccinated
with First Dose of Covaxin
and Covishield. 31 benefici-
aries received Covaxin
doses, while 15 were admin-
istered with Covishield. 2
staff of the shelter home
were also vaccinated.

Owing to some health is-
sues, a few the residents
had to be quarantined and
queued up in the open to
help the vaccinator inocu-
late them.

‘This was quite challeng-
ing since, residents were of
special segment while the
staff of the Home appeared
nervous around them when
the team of Vaccination ar-
rived’ - said Surabhi Singh,
State Programme Officer
(MRITE), HelpAge India.

Superintendent Half
Way Home thanked the
Vaccination & Helpage
India team for the effort in
vaccinating these vulnera-
ble residents.Toppers of NEET & JEE  - 2022 felicitated 

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2266::  A victory celebra-
tion was organised by ALLEN
Career Institute, Raipur on
September 24th, 2022 at Hotel
Babylon Capital, V.I.P. Square,
Opposite Currency Tower, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh to felicitate the
achievers of NEET (UG) & JEE
(Advanced) in the year 2022.
During the occasion, the meritori-
ous students were given prizes and
rewards as token of encourage-
ment.

Senior Vice President, C.R.
Chaudhary, Vice President, Pankaj
Agrawal of Allen Career Institute,
Allen Nagpur Centre Head,
Ashutosh Hisaria, Allen Raipur
Centre Head,  Kunal Singh & facul-
ty members of Allen Raipur were
present and rewarded the meritori-

ous students with cash prizes,
medals, and other gifts.

On this occasion, Senior Vice
President of ALLEN Career
Institute  C.R. Chaudhary said that
honouring the talent has been a
tradition of ALLEN Career Institute.
These students have not only made
their parents and family proud but
have also brought glory to the fac-
ulties and Chhattisgarh. We are
feeling proud to honour such stu-
dents. These students are the

strength for us and their success is
our happiness. Our aim is to work
harder every year to help more and
more students to achieve

success. The event started with
lamp lighting followed by National
Anthem and Ganesh Vandana. The
event witnessed a colourful mix of
cultural & musical performances
on dance numbers and singing by
the students as well as faculty
members also.ebration, the topper
students of JEE-

Lankan President hails Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani as ‘True Brother’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 26: The day
of Sept 25, 2022 will be re-
membered as a historic
day as team Sanjeevani re-
turned home with flying
colours after a successful
child heart surgical
Mission in Sri Lanka.

The 25 members includ-
ing pediatric cardiac sur-
geon, cardiologist, anes-
thetist, nurses, pharma-
cists, OT staff and others
operated on child patients
who had been identified
with cardiac problems in
the newly-built Sri Sathya
Sai Sanjeevani Specialty
Hospital in Kirankulam,
Batticaloa. The medical
team stayed in Sri Lanka
for 40 days. With the
wholehearted co-operation
from Sri Sathya Sai
Karuna Nilayam
Foundation and Ministry
of Health, Govt. of Sri
Lanka, the team set up the
OT, ICU, Wards and other
facilities. They performed
6 open heart surgeries.

The 2 girls and 4 boys were
in the age-group of around
3-15 years. As usual, all
services rendered were
Totally Free of cost to all.

Welcoming back the
team members Dr.
Sreenivas said, “He owes
the success of this Mission
to Sadhguru Madhusudan
Sai. In fact, Sadhguru ex-
tended all possible help to
make it a grand success.
Our work was acknowl-
edged by Ranil
W i c k r e m a s i n g h e ,

President of Sri Lanka.
The Presidential letter of
appreciation reads: “On
behalf of the people of Sri
Lanka; my heartfelt grati-
tude to the team of
International Experts
from Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani, India who
have exhibited the true
meaning of brotherhood
in these challenging
times.”

Senior Paediatric
Cardiac Surgeon Dr.
Ragini Pandey led the

team. She reflected that it
was not only surgery but a
Mission. She narrated the
difficulties faced by the
team in all fronts medical
as well as non-medical.
But they were determined.
She proudly said that this
noble gesture would act as
a milestone in strengthen-
ing the relationship be-
tween Sri Lanka and
India.

Dr. Bal Swarup Sahoo,
Senior Anaesthetist ob-
served that Sri Lankan
Mission taught us how to
convert challenges into op-
portunities. The Team
work yielded the result.

Dr. Ravindra, the young
Cardiologist, opined that
the Mission turned out to
be a boon for him. He
would cherish the memo-
ries for good. The smile
and contentment on the
faces of the Sri Lankan
parents after successful
surgeries was a feast for
the eyes. Further such
missions will be sent in
the months ahead.

Health camp and blood
donation organised

Raipur, Sep 26: The
Union Bank of India,
Regional Office, Raipur, in
assistance with the Care
Health Insurance and
Ram Krishna Care
Hospital organised health
check-up camp and blood
donation camp at Union

Bank’s, Rajbandha
Maidan, here on Sunday.
In this the health check up
of the staff of the Bank
was carried out and blood
donation was also done.

In this camp the
Regional head of Union
Bank Kavita Shrivastava
also donated blood and
gave information in detail
about the benefits of blood
donation and the assis-
tance passed onto the soci-
ety and its people.

Air NCC Cadet to Join
Indian Army as Officer

Raipur, Sep 26: A cadet of
3 CG Air NCC, Raipur has
been selected in the final
merit list to join the Indian
Army in the Officer cadre.
Cadet Syed Kalamuddin
completed his ‘C’ certificate
in 2020 and, after being dedi-
cated towards his aim of
joining the defence forces,
has been finally selected to
join the Officers’ Training
Academy, Chennai, on 01
Oct 2022. A felicitation cere-
mony was organised at NCC
Group HQ, Raipur wherein
the Group Commander,
Brigadier Asish Kumar
Das, VSM, congratulated
the cadets and his parents.

The Group Commander
added, “focus and hard
work towards your dream
never goes in vain and al-
ways produces good re-
sults”. Cadet Kalamuddin
completed his schooling
from Bharat Mata School,
Bilaspur and Graduation
from BIT, Raipur.

During his time in Air
NCC the cadet performed
exceptionally well and par-
ticipated in various nation-
al camps. He is the second
cadet of 3 CG Air NCC, in
the last one year, who has
been selected to join the

armed forces as Officer. The
Commanding Officer, Wing
Commander Rajat Gupta
added, “it is a matter of im-
mense pride for the unit
that our cadets are doing
well and joining the Indian
armed forces, truly living
up to the motto of NCC,
Unity and Discipline”. In
the ceremony, the Deputy
Group Commander, Chief
Training Officer of the unit,
Associate NCC Officer,
Squadron Leader Vijay
Choubey and other cadets of
3 CG Air NCC were also
present.

ACB nabs Asst. Grade-2
officer red-handed

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 26: The ACB
Ambikapur unit nabbed
red-handed Asst. Grade-2
office Project officer
Integrated Child
Development Service
Project Khadgawa –
Ravishankar Khalko on
charges of taking bribe of
Rs 50000 from the client.
He is presently posted in
District Manendragarh-
Chirmiri, Bharatpur dis-
trict Koriya.

The complainant has
lodged a complaint with

ACB Ambikapur unit
that Women Self-Help
Group (WSHG) had pre-
pared material and distri-
bution under ready-to-eat
meal in 2021-22 and its six
month bill was raised to
Rs 9.0 lakh and out of
which payment of Rs 2.50
lakh was made. Butfor re-
maining payment of Rs

6.50 lakh, the Project offi-
cer R Khalko raised de-
mand of Rs 1.50 lakh as
bribe.

It was based upon the
complaint by WSHG, con-
sent was reached to make
payment two payment of
Rs 50000 to the accused.
So the complainant
reached with first install-
ment of Rs 50000 on Sep
26 and the accused R
Khalko was nabbed red-
handed by ACB sleuths.

The accused has been
nabbed under section 7
(K), 23 of Prevention of
Crime 1988 and for taking
legal action he will be pro-
duced in the Court 
shortly.

Baghel appeals to participate
in the QDC survey

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 26:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has appealed to people be-
longing to Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
and Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) to partici-
pate in the survey being
conducted in the state by
the Quantifiable Data
Commission (QDC) for the
census of these sections.

This survey is being
conducted by the com-
mission through the web
portal cgqdc.in. The por-

tal has been opened for
the last time till October
17 as part of the mop-up
round for registration.
Registration for this, can
be done by visiting the
zonal office of Gram
Panchayat, Municipal
Corporation, Nagar
Palika, or Nagar
Panchayat.

Chief Minister Baghel
has appealed to the peo-
ple of the OBC and EWS
category to register
themselves and their
families with the neces-
sary information on the
portal of the Quantitable
Data Commission. A re-
view of the data received
so far has revealed that
many people from both
categories have not par-
ticipated in the survey.
The portal has been
opened till October 17 to
give such people a
chance to participate in
the survey.
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To people belonging
to OBC and EWS
categories

Registration portal
has been opened
for the last time till
Oct 17

While taking bribe
of Rs 50000

Cade Sye
Kalamuddin to joint
Officer’s Training
Institute Chennai

By Union Bank in
Rajbandha
Maidan

National coach of
Indian badminton
team, Gopichand

meets Baghel

Raipur: The Chief
Coach of the Indian
Badminton team,
Gopichand met Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence
office here today.
Talking about the
sports facilities avail-
able in Chhattisgarh,
the Chief Minister hon-
ored Gopichand by pre-
senting him a state
‘gamchha’ and a me-
mento. Sanjay Mishra,
General Secretary,
Badminton Association
of India was also pres-
ent on the occasion.

JLK Rao
Raipur: JLK Rao, R/o
Ekta Nagar, Gudhiyari,

breathed
his last
here on
Monday.
He was
75. He
was hus-
band of
V L
L x m i ,

and father of GVV
Venugopal, GVL
Prabhakar, GVN
Somshekhar. The final
rites will be performed on
Sep 27 at Kota Road crema-
torium and final journey
will leave from his resi-
dence A-21, Ekta Nagar,
Gudhiyari to Kota at 11:00
am.

OBITUARY

 with rewards and
cash prizes

CM to attend the
Tourism Conclave today
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2266:: On occasion
of World Tourism Day, a
Tourism conclave is being
organised to promote and
highlight the accomplish-
ments of the tourism sector
of the state. Chief Minister
Shri Bhupesh Baghel will
attend the Tourism Conclave
on September 27 at 10 am.
This Tourism Conclave is
being organized by
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board
in a private hotel in the cap-
ital Raipur. The Chief
Minister will be the chief
guest of this program. The
program will be presided
over by the Tourism Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu.
Parliamentary Secretary
Chintamani Maharaj, Vikas
Upadhyay, President of
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board
Atal Shrivastava and Vice
President Chitrarekha Sahu
will also attend the event as
special guests.



Pithora, Sep 26: A free of
cost medical camp, blood
donation camp and Covid-
19 booster dose camp was
organised by GPO Raipur
under the 'Swachchata'
Fortnight by the Addl.
Superintendent of Indian
Postal Department here on
Sunday. In this BP, Sugar,
Hemoglobin test of more
than 100 departmental offi-
cers and employees was
done and more than 20 per-
sons donated blood. For
the booster dose of Covid-
19, 50 and above officers
and employees got benefit-
ted. The medical team
comprised of Dr Anshul
Sharma, Dr Naresh Sahu,
Staff Nurse Triveni Sahu,
vaccination employee
Computer operator
Madhuri Verma.

On this occasion, Addl.
Suptd. BL Jangde, Addl.
Supted PO Raipur Div. RP
Verma, senior 'Dakpal'
Raipur AK Singh, Asst.
Directors- Post KP Verma,
NK Rajpal, JS Pardi,
Circle Raipur office and

GPO officers and employ-
ees were present. In this
programme the persons
who had come to attend
the camp were asked to
avail benefits of postal
services and general pub-
lic also got benefitted from

it. This programme was
very much successful be-
tween the employees and
general public and in the
coming days also Postal
Department would contin-
ue to organise such public-
welfare programmes.

Free of cost medical, blood donation camp held

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Sep 26: Due
to the gross negligence of
the engineers and public
representatives of the mu-
nicipality, the old bridge sit-
uated on main road con-
necting the residents of
Ward No 2 and 16 is in
ruins and on getting the ap-
proval of only ? 5 lakh in-
stead of 25 lakh, the ward
councilor had to get anoth-
er construction done from
the approved amount,
thereby leaving the bridge
in the same state.

On this route, adjacent to
the bridge, the temple of
Mother Danteshwari Devi,
established by Raja
Virendra Bahadur Singh,
Virajit Khairagarh as a his-
torical heritage of the city,
is situated, where devotees
keep coming and going

every day. Devotees of the
Goddess arrive in large
numbers during each
Navratri festival to take ad-
vantage of Darshan. The
Bridge, known as Maa
Danteshwari Phool, is very
useful for the residents of
the ward No. 16 and 2 resi-
dents as it's the main route
of commuting and access.
Many times the residents of
the ward have been made

aware of the newly con-
structed culvert to the
Municipal Council
Dongargarh,but till now the
renovation work of this cul-
vert has not even been
done, due to which the citi-
zens residing in the ward,
including the devotees of
the mother, have to face
problems. Councilor Baldev
Yadav and Rajesh Gajbhiye
said that on the demand of

the ward residents, the new
construction of the bridge
funds are being demanded
from the government ad-
ministration for construc-
tion or repair work, be-
cause there is a possibility
of an accident on the dam-
aged bridge and the munici-
pal administration will
have to work towards the
construction of the bridge
with immediate effect.

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Sep 26: The NSS
Foundation Day was ob-
served in the Govt HS
School Kishungarh in
Pandaria block on Sunday.
The programme began with
prayers to Goddess
Saraswati and source of in-
spiration to youth viz.
Sawmi Vivekanand. The
NSS programme officer
Rajesh Pandey gave the wel-
come speech and highlight-
ed on the objectives, founda-
tion and service attitude to-
wards NSS. Bamleshwari
Jaiswal of Class 11th
(Science) read-out poem on
NSS and teacher Paras Ram
Anchal presented a self-
written song. Through the
poem efforts were made to
highlight the importance of
NSS. The chief guest on the

foundation day of NSS was
President Shala Prabandh
Samiti Niranjan
Chandrakar, Principal
Ramkumar Rai, School staff
PR Anchal, Patle, Sahu,
Kanhaiya Tiwari,
Ramnarayan Tiwari and
other NSS workers.

Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Sep 26: A spe-
cial health camp was or-
ganised for the medium
and seriously mal-nour-
ished children and for ane-
mic pregnant women in
Gram Panchayat Kareli,
Dhamdha here on Sunday.
In this the health of 29
children and 19 pregnant
women was examined by
Gynecologist Dr Disha
Thakur and Dr Y Kiran.

The main objective of
this camp was to identify
malnourished children
and provide medical facili-

ty in NRC. A similar camp
will be organised shortly
under guidance of SDM
Brijesh Singh Kahstriya.

In this the Women and

Child Development
Department would carry
out health check-up at sub-
divisional level in 8 sectors
for seriously mal-nour-

ished children and anemic
pregnant women and then
they will be forwarded to
Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centre Ahirwara and
Durg for further medical
advice. The camps in two
sectors with this proce-
dure has been organised
so far and tomorrow it will
be organised in Gram
Bhata Kokdi and Gram
Pachayat Bori.

The objective of the
above programme is to
bring the severely mal-
nourished children to level
of well-nourished through
the 'Suposhan Abhiyan'. In
the Sunday's camp, BMO DP
Thakur, sector supervisor
Neelam and BPT Uday gave
valuable contribution.

TI, forest employees
attacked by encroachers

Central Chronicle News

Surajpur, Sep 26: The en-
croachers are reported to
have attacked the TI
Basant Khalko and forest
employees using 'lathi'
and sticks in Biharpur-
Chandani area on Sunday
afternoon and in this the
TI and many forest em-
ployees suffered head in-
juries. They were immedi-
ately taken to nearby hos-
pital for treatment and are
reported out of danger.

As per information in
this regard, it was on
Sunday afternoon that
forest team along with po-
lice reached Thadpathar
to remove encroachments
and when they reached
out to nab them, the vil-
lagers attacked them with
wooden sticks and had
beaten them on their 

head and back.
No guilty will 
be spared: SP

SP Ramkrishna Sahu in-
formed that strict action

will be taken against those
involved and added that
those with minor injuries
were taken for treatment
and are out of danger.

1091 ‘Jyoti Kalash’ lighted 
in Maa Mahamaya’s temple

Rajim, Sep 26: The num-
ber of 'Jyoti Kalash' in the
'darbar' of Aradhya Devi
of 'Kamal Kshetra' -
Adishakti Goddess
Mahamaya is going to be
increased. On the first day
of 'Sharadiya Navratri'
devotees in large number
lighted 'manokamna jyoti
kalash' in the temple.

On occasion of
'Sharadiya Navratr', 1091

'Jyoti kalash' have been
lighted in 'Maa Mahamaya
Temple' and in the ancient
'Sheetala Mata' temple- 93
'jyoti kalash' have been
lighted. To ensure that the
devotees do not face prob-
lems in coming to the tem-
ple, this year the parking
area has been made at a
distance. It is notable here
that devotees in large
number visit Maa
Mahamaya's temple every
year to offere obeisance
and seek blessings.

Here the devotees are
not only from city and
nearby Gariyaband dis-
trict, but from entire
Chhattisgarh and other re-
gions that devotees come
in large number. Nagar
Panchayat President Rekha
Raju Sonkar on reaching at

the time of light-
ing of 'Jyoti
Kalash', offered
prayers to
' G o d d e s s
Mahamaya' and
sought blessings
for peace and pros-
perity of all.

President Maa
M a h a m a y a
S h e e t a l a
Prabandh Samiti
Shatrghan Sinha,
Sachiv Balmiki
Dheewar in-
formed that due to
Corona pandemic,
the number of
'jyoti kalash' had
reduced drastical-
ly. In the last
'Navratri', around
800 'Jyoti Kalash'
were lighted. But

this eyar there is increase
of 300 'Kalash'.

Maa Mahamaya temple
is centre of sacred place for
the devotees and 'She' show-
ers blessings on all her
devotees. To ensure that the
devotees do not face any
problems, the members of
Arrangement Committee
are making all necessary
arrangements.

In this mainly Patron
Jitendra Sonkar, Fagwa
Nishad, Lileshwar Yadu,
Ashok Shrivastava, Ashok
Sharma, Narayan
Dheewar, Mahesh Yadav,
Lala Sahu, Kamal Sinha,
Pawan Soni, Arvind Yadu,
Rajesh Gupta, Jitu Soni,
Ramkumar Sahu, Bhawani
Shankar Sahu, Bhole Sahu,
Jethu Sahu, Ramesh Sahu
were specially present.
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p And 93 ‘Jyoti Kalash’
in Maa Sheetala
Mata's temple

p Pt. Vijay Mishra
started lighting of
‘Jyoti Kalash’ amidst
rituals and ‘abhijit
muhurat’

While trying to remove encroachments in Thadapathar

Health camp organised for 
malnourished children

p On occasion of NSS
Foundation Day 

p In Gram Kareli,
Dhamdha

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Sep 26:
Lokeshwar Sahu, S/o
Ashwini Sahu, a student
of BSc.(III) from NSS
unit of Govt Rajiv
Lochan PG College,
Rajim, has been selected
for the 10-day Adventure
Camp to be organised
from Sep 26 to Oct 5 in
Adventure Camp Manali
2022 in(Solang)
Dharamshala and Pong
Dam Centre.

He will be represent-
ing Pt. RSU as part of
the 20 member team
from three Universities
of Chhattisgarh.
Lokeshwar has been se-
lected for his active par-
ticipation in NSS work-

ing in Gariyaband
District and it is not for
the first time that a can-
didate has been selected.
Earlier Dharamraj
Sahu, Rupesh Sahu and
Nikil Yadav have been
selected for the
Adventur Camp in

Dharamshala (HP) and
Narkanda as well.

On the selection of
Lokeshwar Sahu, head of
institute Dr Sonita
Satsangi, Janbhagidari
President Girish Rajani
Mandi, Mandi President
Ramkumar Goswami,
MLA's rep- RK Sahu,
District organisation
Gariyaband TS Sonwani,
programme officer Dr
Samiksha Chandrakar,
Aakash Baghmare, Prof.
ML Verma, Dr
Govardhan Yadu, Prof.
Yogesh Tarak, NCC offi-
cer Dushyant Dhruva,
Prof. Ghanshyam Yadu
and others have extend-
ed best wishes for
Lokeshwar for the above
camp.

Lokeshwar Sahu selected
for Adventure Camp

To be held in Manali (Solang) from Sep 26-Oct-2

Objectives of NSS highlighted through poem

Danteshwari temple culvert dilapidated
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Yamuna flowing above warning mark in Delhi

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The water level in the
Yamuna here breached the
warning mark of 204.5 me-
tres on Monday following
heavy rain in the upper
catchment areas and is ex-
pected to rise further in the
next two days, officials said.
The Delhi flood control
room said the water level at
the Old Delhi Railway
Bridge crossed the warning
mark at 1 am on Monday
and rose to 204.7 by 8 am.
The Central Water
Commission (CWC) predict-

ed that it may increase to
205 metres by 9 pm.

It reported a discharge
rate of 2,95,212 cusecs at 6
am from the Hathnikund
barrage in Haryana, which
is the highest so far this
monsoon season.

The flow rate dipped from
2,57,970 cusecs at 7 am to
2,30,660 cusecs at 11 am and
further to 2,13,900 cusecs by
1 pm.

One cusec is equivalent to
28.32 litres per second.

Normally, the flow rate at
the Hathnikund barrage is
352 cusecs, but the dis-
charge increases after
heavy rainfall in the catch-
ment areas. The water dis-
charged from the barrage

normally takes two to three
days to reach the national
capital. Authorities in Delhi
have not issued a flood alert
yet. Announcements are
being made to caution peo-
ple living in low-lying areas
near the river banks about a
further increase in the
water level, East Delhi
District Magistrate Anil
Banka said. “The water
level is predicted to touch
the 206-metre mark by
Wednesday. A flood alert
will be issued when it cross-
es the danger mark of 205.3
metres,” he said. Incessant
rains have battered parts of
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh and north Uttar
Pradesh over the last few

days. Delhi also recorded a
four-day long rain spell
starting September 21.

The catchment of the
Yamuna river system cov-
ers parts of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Delhi.

The low-lying areas near
the river in Delhi are con-
sidered vulnerable to flood-
ing. They are home to
around 37,000 people.

The Yamuna had
breached the danger mark
of 205.33 metres on August
12, following which around
7,000 people were evacuated
from the low-lying areas
near the river banks.

Flood water inundates powerhouse
of NHPC’s mega project 

North Lakhimpur, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Flood water has entered
the powerhouse of
NHPC’s under-construc-
tion 2,000-MW Subansiri
hydro project along the
A s s a m - A r u n a c h a l
Pradesh border, officials
said on Monday.

A portion of the tempo-
rary guard wall at the
powerhouse collapsed on
Sunday night after seep-
age started due to flooding
of Subansiri river, follow-
ing heavy rain in up-
stream areas in
Arunachal Pradesh, a
company source told PTI.

“This was a temporary
wall, which we would have
removed after completion
of the work at the power-
house. However, the

breach took place prema-
turely,” he said.

The machines of one
unit of the project, touted
to be the biggest hydro-
electric project undertak-
en in India so far, have
been installed, while work
on the second unit was un-
derway when water en-
tered the building.

“We will now have to de-
water the premises. Then,
cleaning will take place as
the floor will be very slur-
ry. Work at the power-
house will be delayed by
four-five months,” another
official said.

He also said that the
damage is recognised as a
threat to the ongoing last
phase of construction
work of the powerhouse.

On Friday, a diversion
tunnel of the project was
damaged due to land-
slides. No one was injured
in the incident, the offi-

cials said.
The company had con-

structed five diversion
tunnels as temporary
measures to divert the
river for construction of
the dam foundation.

However, tunnel 5 was
blocked at the outlet dur-
ing 2020 and tunnel 2 was
blocked near the entry
point on September 16 this
year due to landslides.

In June, one person was
killed and another seri-
ously injured when the
roof of Intact Tunnel 2
collapsed.

The Assam government
in March this year had in-
formed the state assembly
that partial commission-
ing of the ambitious proj-
ect has been further post-
poned till August 2022.

The project is likely to
be completed in August
2023, as per information
on NHPC website.

In December 2020, the
company had set a target
of March 2022 for commis-
sioning the project at
Gerukamukh along the
A s s a m - A r u n a c h a l
Pradesh border.

Construction work of
the project on Subansiri
river was stalled from
December 2011 to October
2019 due to protests by lo-
cals and other groups,
fearing safety and down-
stream impact.

According to a company
estimate in January 2020,
the cost of the mega proj-
ect, which was scheduled
to be commissioned in
December 2012, had esca-
lated to around Rs 20,000
crore from the initial sum
of Rs 6,285 crore.

The Centre had allocat-
ed a total of Rs 11,000
crore as of December 2010
for construction of the
dam.

Eight women, 2 children killed 
as tractor-trolley falls into pond

Lucknow, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Ten people were killed
while 37 were injured
when the tractor-trolley
in which they were travel-
ling overturned and fell
into a pond here on
Monday, a senior district
official said.

Forty-seven people
were travelling in the ve-
hicle which was on its
way to a Durga Devi tem-
ple in Unnaee village for a
‘mundan’ ceremony,
District Magistrate
(Lucknow) Surya Pal
Gangwar said.

Eight women and two
children were killed in
the accident, he said.

An ex gratia payment
of Rs. 4 lakh each is being
extended to the family of
the deceased.

A person with serious
injuries has been admit-
ted to the King George’s
Medical University
(KGMU) hospital while
others undergoing treat-
ment in the Community
Health Centre in Itaunja

are said to be out of dan-
ger, the DM said.

The State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
team which was called to
assist in the search opera-
tions is still present at the
spot to ensure that no-
body is trapped in the
pond, he said.

Investigations are on to
find out the reasons be-
hind the accident and
feedback is also being
taken from the eyewit-
nesses, he said.

Police and administra-
tion are on alert to ensure
that large numbers of
people do not travel espe-
cially on narrow roads as
this increases the risk of
accidents, he said.

The DM along with sen-
ior district and police offi-
cials rushed to the spot
and instructed the con-
cerned officials to ensure
all possible help to the vic-
tims.

He also met the victims
admitted in the CHC
Itaunja and enquired
about their condition.

VHP demands prohibition
of entry to non-Hindus 

Nagpur, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) in
Nagpur on Monday de-
manded that entry to
garba and dandiya events
during Navratri festival
should be allowed only
after checking identity
cards and non-Hindus
should not be permitted at
venues.

The Vidarbha unit of
the Hindu outfit has writ-
ten to the Maharashtra
government and the
Nagpur police commis-
sioner in this regard.

Traditional garba
dance events will be held
during the nine-day festi-
val of goddess Durga that

began on Monday.
The VHP’s Vidarbha re-

gion secretary Govind
Shende in a release said
many garba and dandiya
programmes are organ-
ised in Vidarbha by vari-
ous organisations and
mandals, where girls,
women folk and families
participate in large num-
bers.

Citing that garba and
dandiya were forms wor-
ship and not just enter-
tainment, Shende said
people from other reli-
gions should not be al-
lowed entry at these ven-
ues.

People’s Aadhaar cards
should be checked before
entry and CCTVs should
be installed at venues, as
many anti-social elements
are present during these
events, he said.

ARTIST AT WORK

An artist works to prepare a community Durga Puja pandal on the first day of Durga
Puja festival celebrations, in Kolkata, Monday.

CHARRI YATRA

Members of Shiv Sena Dogra Front along with other devotees take part in the Charri
Yatra for Mata Vaishno Devi shrine, in Jammu, Monday. 

BRIEF

First visit
 New Delhi: NS

Tarkash has made a
port call in Gabon as
part of its ongoing de-
ployment in the Gulf
of Guinea for anti-
piracy patrol, the de-
fence ministry said
here on Monday. This
also marks the “first-
ever visit by any
Indian naval ship to
Gabon”, it said.
“During her stay in
harbour, the ship and
her crew will partici-
pate in official and
professional interac-
tions as well as sports
fixtures,” it said in a
statement.

Unaware
 Thane: Maharashtra

Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on
Monday said he was
unaware of any MLA
or MP joining his fac-
tion but added that
several leaders are in
touch. Shinde, who
was taking part in a
Navratri procession to
welcome the idol of
Goddess Durga in
Thane’s Tembi Naka,
was asked a question
on speculation that
five MLAs and MPs
were poised to join his
group.

Poll
 Bhopal: Polling for 46

local bodies across 18
districts in Madhya
Pradesh will be held
on Tuesday for which
3,397 candidates are in
the fray, an official
said on Monday.
Results will be de-
clared on September
30.

Fire
 Kolkata: An empty

school bus caught fire
near the Taratala
Flyover in the south-
western part of the
city on Monday, a po-
lice officer said.
Several fire tenders
were rushed to the
spot to douse the
flames. The incident
happened at around 2
pm. The fire was
brought under control
after an hour, the offi-
cer said.

President Droupadi
Murmu being received by
Karnataka CM Basavaraj
Bommai and Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot
upon her arrival, in
Mysuru. 

Jabalpur, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh will
deploy drones from
October 1 to monitor
10,000 high voltage elec-
tricity towers to strength-
en the power transmission
system with better check-
ing of defects and inspec-
tion which is so far done
manually, an official said
on Monday.

“This is for the first
time in the country that
drones will be used to
check tall towers for
smooth power supply,” MP
Power Transmission
Company Limited (MPPT-
CL) Managing Director
Sunil Tiwari claimed
while talking to PTI.

Drones will take videos
and close range pictures of
the towers and will come

handy in saving time and
labour as currently, the in-

spection of towers is being
done manually, he said.

Employees climb the
towers to check the equip-
ment and this process is
very time consuming and
laborious. Now, drones
would do this work, he
said.

“Most importantly,
drones will pinpoint a de-
fect in the system. Its
usage will ensure accura-
cy (in identifying a defect)
and strengthen power
transmission,” the official
said. “The benefit of using
the drone technology is
that we can take photo-
graphs and video of the
equipment installed on
the towers closely from all
sides,” he said.

Tiwari said they decid-
ed to deploy drones after
their use for inspection on

an experimental basis for
some months showed en-
couraging results.

The drones will be used
for the inspection of 10,000
out of the 80,000 extra
high voltage power trans-
mission line towers in-
stalled across Madhya
Pradesh from next month,
he said.

“We are taking 10,000
towers in the first phase.
The drone monitoring of
the rest 70,000 towers will
be taken up later,” he said,
adding that the inspection
of towers was done peri-
odically under mainte-
nance work.

“Our engineers are
going to supervise the
drone monitoring of tow-
ers for which a private
firm has been hired,” he
said.

Drones to keep an eye on
power transmission towers

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Monday took a
swipe at the Congress over
the ongoing political crisis
in Rajasthan and said it
should first take a
‘Congress Jodo Yatra’ in-
stead of continuing with
its ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’.

The Arvind Kejriwal-led
party also ridiculed
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and Sachin
Pilot over the ongoing po-
litical drama, saying the
two Congress leaders in
their “struggle for power”
have made “a mockery” of
the people’s mandate.

“On one hand, the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ of
Congress is in progress,
and on the other, the
MLAs of the party in
Rajasthan are running
‘Vidhayak Todo
Karyakram’ (programme

to divide legislators),”
AAP’s election in-charge
for Rajasthan Vinay
Mishra told PTI.

“Instead of ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’, the Congress
should first take out
‘Congress Jodo Yatra’ (a
march to bring unity in
party),” he added.

In their struggle for
power, the Rajasthan chief
minister and Sachin Pilot
have made a mockery of
the mandate that people of
the state gave to their
party, the AAP leader
charged.

“The entire country is
laughing at them,” he
added.

The Congress in
Rajasthan plunged into a
crisis on Sunday as sever-
al MLAs loyal to Gehlot re-
signed over a possible
move to appoint Sachin
Pilot as Gehlot’s successor,
their rebellion erupting

just ahead of a Congress
Legislature Party meeting.

The political drama con-
tinued on Monday with
MLAs loyal to Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot re-
maining non-committal on
holding a meeting with
Congress observers, who
left for Delhi to apprise the
high command about the
developments.

Sachin Pilot, who is seen
to be the main contender
for the chief minister’s
post if Gehlot is elected
the party’s national presi-
dent, also left for New
Delhi to meet the high
command.

Congress’s chief whip
in the Rajasthan Assembly
Mahesh Joshi on Monday
said the party MLAs have
no objection to whoever is
made the chief minister,
but the final decision of
the high-command should
be agreeable to them.

Take out ‘Congress Jodo Yatra’ first: AAP

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Jawaharlal Nehru
University is planning to
launch the admission por-
tal for the undergraduate
admission 2020 through
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) on
September 27, a varsity of-
ficial said on Monday.

This year the university
is taking admission to its
various programmes
based on scores on the
CUET. “JNU is planning
to launch the JNU portal
for UG admissions by to-
morrow, 27th September
2022,” the official told PTI.

The announcement
comes days after the result
of the debut edition of the
CUET for undergraduate

admissions was declared
by the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

Soon after the result,
the JNU deputy registrar -
Admission, Jagdish
Singh, issued a notice stat-
ing the admission branch
is processing data and de-
tails of candidates provid-
ed by the NTA and portal
will open shortly on its
website.

“Consequent upon the
declaration of CUET UG
2022 by NTA, the admis-
sion branch is processing
data, details of candidates
provided by the NTA and
shall open the portal
shortly on JNU website
for candidates seeking ad-
mission in JNU to fill ap-
plication form by paying
the processing fee,” the
notice dated September 
16 read.

JNU to launch portal for UG
admission through CUET 

The state-run Madhya
Pradesh Power
Transmission Company
Limited (MPPTCL) is going
to deploy drones to monitor
10,000 high voltage towers
in the state beginning
October 1.

 On Sep 27At garba venues 

in Vidarbha

SDRF personnel conduct a rescue and relief operation
after a tractor trolley overturned and fell into a pond, at
Itaunja police station area in Lucknow, Monday.Along Assam-

Arunachal border

 Likely to swell 
further



PAY HIKE

Soldiers scuffle with retired army members as they try to enter to the parliament
building while the legislature was in session discussing the 2022 budget, during a
protest in downtown Beirut, Lebanon, Monday. 
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Islamabad/London, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Ishaq Dar, who is set to
take charge as Pakistan’s fi-
nance minister after the
resignation of Miftah
Ismail, is scheduled to re-
turn to the country along
with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif from
London on Monday, accord-
ing to media reports.

The formal decision to
put 72-year-old Dar in the
driving seat of the cash-
strapped country’s finan-
cial affairs was taken in
during a meeting between
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and his elder broth-
er Nawaz Sharif in London
on Saturday. Both the fi-
nance minister Miftah
Ismail and his successor
Ishaq Dar were present in
the meeting, besides other
leaders of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N). The Prime
Minister in a statement on
Sunday announced the ap-
pointment of Dar, who has

been on self-exile since
2017 after being accused in
a corruption case. Ismail
handed over his resigna-
tion to the elder Sharif,
who is out of politics due
to a conviction in corrup-
tion cases but his deci-
sions are considered bind-
ing on the party. “I worked
to the best of my ability
for four months, and re-
mained loyal to the party
and the country,” Ismail
was quoted as saying by
the PML-N in the state-
ment. Former premier
Sharif appreciated the ef-
forts made by Ismail for
carrying out the responsi-
bilities under the “tough
economic challenges”.

The resignation came
after it was formally decid-
ed in the party meeting
that the crisis-hit country,
also reeling under the im-
pact of the massive floods,
needed a new finance min-
ister and Nawaz Sharif
nominated Dar for the
tough job.

Miftah resigns as Pak
finance minister, Ishaq Dar
to return after 5-year exile

Dhaka, Sep 26 (PTI) 

Bangladeshi authorities
were racing against time
on Monday to find any sur-
vivors of the boat accident
involving Hindu devotees,
even as the death toll in
the incident rose to at least
39, mostly children and
women.

The devotees were head-
ing towards the
Bodeshwari Temple on the
occasion of Mahalaya, the
auspicious start of the
Durga Puja festival, when
the over-crowded boat cap-
sized in the Korotoa River
in the country’s north-
western Panchagarh dis-

trict. “Our rescuers re-
trieved nine more bodies
(overnight)... search is
continuing,” a fire service
official told reporters at
the scene.

Some bodies were found
in a river in Dinajpur. The
bodies had reportedly
washed away due to strong
current, another official
said. Panchagarh
Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Revenue)
Dipankar Roy said that a
total of 39 bodies have
been recovered so far.
Among them, 11 are chil-
dren, 21 are women and 7
are men, the
Bdnews24.com reported.

Media reports quoting rel-
atives said 58 passengers
were missing while offi-
cials earlier said the boat
was believed to be carry-
ing as many as 80 passen-
gers. “The preliminary in-
vestigation shows that the
boat was overcrowded,”
Roy, head of the probe
body, was quoted as saying
by the Dhaka Tribune
newspaper. However, he
also noted that there may
be other reasons behind
why the boat sank, but

that will be revealed after
the committee finishes its
investigation, the paper
said. “The boatman had
asked some people to dis-
embark to ease the weight-
load. But no one listened,”
said Solaiman Ali, the ad-
ministrative chief of the
sub-district. Eyewitnesses
claim that there were
more than 150 passengers
on the boat. Some people
swim back to the river
bank but many remain
missing.

Death toll rises to 39 in boat capsize

Kyiv, Sep 26 (AP) 

After seven months of
war, many Ukrainians fear
even more suffering and
political repression as ref-
erendums orchestrated by
the Kremlin portend
Russia’s imminent annexa-
tion of four occupied re-
gions. Many residents fled
the regions before the so-
called referendums got un-
derway, scared about being
forced to vote or potentially
being conscripted into the
Russian army.

Others described hiding
behind closed doors, hop-
ing to avoid having to an-
swer to armed soldiers

going door-to-door to col-
lect votes. Petro Kobernik,
who left the Russian-held
southern city of Kherson
just before the preordained
voting began on Friday,
said the prospect of living
under Russian law and the
escalating war made him
and others extremely jit-
tery about the future. “The
situation is changing rap-
idly, and people fear that
they will be hurt either by
the Russian military, or
Ukrainian guerrillas and
the advancing Ukrainian
troops,” Kobernik, 31, said
in a telephone interview.

As some Russian offi-
cials brought ballots to

neighbourhoods accompa-
nied by armed police,
Kobernik said his 70-year-
old father shut the door of
his private house in the vil-
lage of Novotroitske part of
Kherson and vowed not to
let anyone in.

The referendums, de-
nounced by Kyiv and its
Western allies as rigged,
are taking place in the
R u s s i a n - c o n t r o l l e d
Luhansk and Kherson re-
gions, and in occupied
areas of the Donetsk and
Zaporizhzhia regions.

They are widely viewed
as a pretext for annexation,
and Russian authorities
are expected to announce
the regions as theirs once
the vote ends on Tuesday.
The Kremlin has used this
tactic before. Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
who began mobilising
more troops for the war
last week, said he’s ready
to use nuclear weapons to
protect territory in a clear
threat to Ukraine to halt its
attempts to reclaim the re-
gions. Putin’s escalating
rhetoric and politically
risky decision to call up as
many as 300,000 army re-
servists comes after
Russians were hastily
forced to retreat from large
swaths of northeastern
Ukraine earlier this
month.

Ukrainians scared by Russia’s
preordained referendums

Islamabad, Sep 26 (PTI) 

Six Pakistan Army
officials, including two
Majors, were killed in a
helicopter crash in
s o u t h w e s t e r n
Balochistan province,
the military said on
Monday, the second
such incident after an-
other military helicop-
ter crashed in the same
province last month.

The crash occurred
near Khost in the
Harnai district of the
province on Sunday
night during a flying
mission, it said.

All the “six personnel
on board, including 2
pilots” were killed in

the crash, the Army
said.

No reason for the
crash was given.

The accident comes
more than a month
after a similar incident
occurred in
Balochistan on August
1 when a Pakistan
Army helicopter
crashed, killing all six
personnel, including a
Lieutenant General, on
board.

The Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR),
the media wing of the
Pakistani military, said
on Monday that 39-year-
old Major Khurram
Shahzad (pilot) and 30-
year-old Major

Muhammad Muneeb
Afzal (pilot) were
among those killed in
the crash.

The funeral prayers
of the six army person-
nel were offered at
Quetta Garrison, ac-
cording to the ISPR.
Balochistan corps com-
mander as well as sen-
ior military and civil of-
ficials attended the fu-
neral. Their bodies are
now being sent to their
native towns where
they will be buried with
full military honours,
the army said.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif said he
was deeply grieved and
prayed for the deceased

and their family mem-
bers. He said the entire
nation shared the grief
of the bereaved.

President Arif Alvi
also expressed grief
over the incident and
extended condolences
to the victims’ families.

Former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party leader
Fawad Chaudhry said
helicopter flying was
getting dangerous in
the country, adding that
it required “engineer-
ing evaluation”.

“Too many crashes [ ]
rest in peace brave-
hearts. All were too
young to die,” he said.

6 Pak Army personnel killed in
helicopter crash in Balochistan

BRIEF

Powerful typhoon
 Manila: Typhoon

Noru blew out of the
northern Philippines
on Monday, leaving
six people dead,
knocking down
power in two entire
provinces, trapping
villagers in floods
and forcing officials
to suspend classes
and government
work in and around
the capital. The most
powerful typhoon to
hit the country this
year slammed ashore
in Burdeos town in
Quezon province be-
fore nightfall on
Sunday then weak-
ened as it barrelled
overnight across the
main Luzon region,
where more than
52,000 people were
moved to emergency
shelters, some
forcibly, officials said.

US midterms
 Atlanta: Outraged

by false allegations of
fraud against a
Georgia elections
employee in 2020,
Amanda Rouser
made a vow as she
listened to the
woman testify before
Congress in June
about the racist
threats and harass-
ment she faced. “I
said that day to my-
self, I’m going to go
work in the polls, and
I’m going to see what
they’re going to do to
me,” Rouser, who
like the targeted em-
ployee is Black, re-
called after stopping
by a recruiting sta-
tion for poll workers
at Atlanta City Hall
on a recent after-
noon. “Try me, be-
cause I’m not scared
of people.”

Kidnap plot
 Brussels: Belgium’s

justice minister re-
mained under protec-
tion on Monday after
four people suspected
of taking part in a
plot by alleged drugs
criminals to kidnap
him were arrested in
the Netherlands.
Vincent Van
Quickenborne said
in a message on so-
cial media that he is
“safe and in good
hands” but will have
to skip some planned
activities in the com-
ing days.

Residents give away
onions and other foods
along a flooded road due
to Typhoon Noru in San
Miguel town, Bulacan
province, Philippines,
Monday.

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, left, gestures
while speaking to Russian President Vladimir Putin during
their meeting in the Bocharov Ruchei residence in the
Black Sea resort of Sochi, Russia, Monday.

Moscow, Sep 26 (AP)

A gunman killed 13 peo-
ple, including seven chil-
dren, and wounded 21
other people in a school in
central Russia on Monday,
authorities said.

Russia’s Investigative
Committee said the shoot-
ing took place in a school
in Izhevsk, a city about 960
kilometres (600 miles) east

of Moscow in the
Udmurtia region. Those
wounded were 14 children
and 7 adults, the
Committee said.

The governor of
Udmurtia, Alexander
Brechalov, said in a video
statement that the still
unidentified gunman shot
himself. The school edu-
cates children between
grades 1 and 11. It has been

evacuated and the area
around it has been cor-
doned off, the governor
said. According to the
Investigative Committee,
the gunman wore a black t-
shirt with “Nazi symbols”.
No other details about the
shooter or his motives have
been released. Izhevsk, a
city of 640,000, is located
west of the Ural mountains
in central Russia.

13 dead in school shooting in Russia
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Jugglery by Cong 
in Rajasthan

Congress is playing jugglery in
Rajasthan which can prove fatal
in the coming assembly elections
as the party had already experi-
enced a bitter such experience in
Panjab where the chief minister
was changed just a few months
before the assembly elections.
Party should keep in mind that a
common man is not interested
whether A is CM or B is CM and
that a poor fellow is interested in
his minimum needs of livelihood.
For example these days due to
lumpy skin disease thousands
and thousands of cows had died
and presently also dying but
these leaders are busy in politics.
Recent example is of Panjab
where the ruling party got
thumping majority but when a
bye election was held in a parlia-
ment seat from where the chief
minister had won  the ruling got
defeated. This shows that public
need service and not empty
promises. Even after contesting
for President of Cong party
Gehlot will remain busy in the
state politics.We are aware that
PM Dev Gowda was very busy in
the state politics and some media
persons call him chief minister of
India and PM of Karnataka. For
the two consecutive terms Cong
had not been able to get enough
seats to get a status of leader of
opposition and Gehlot have to
think twice whether he will be
able to get 55 seats in the parlia-
ment because the party had max-
imum seats from Kerala and
Panjab and in both states there is
no Cong party govt.To be
President of Cong a person must
have a national level approach
and not to remain in state level
approach.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Internet ecosystem
It must be kept in mind that if

the OTT services are asked to ob-
tain licences, just as telecoms
have to, India’s attraction as a
global digital hub may suffer. As
for regulating the apps, there are
enough laws to deal with them.
As such, licensing is not desir-
able, not because these apps de-
serve special treatment, but be-
cause allowing an Internet
ecosystem to flourish is in India’s
economic interest. If the draft
says that state agencies will have
wide powers to intercept mes-
sages for national security, will
these be different from those al-
ready in place? If so, what will
happen to personal privacy and
what are the guardrails?

MMSS  KKhhookkhhaarr,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Khalistan issue 
If Sikhs in Canada do not sup-

port it, why haven’t they come
out against it? This issue erupts
every now and then in Canada
and the UK. Some areas in those
countries have large Sikh pres-
ence. Why don’t they demand
Khalistan there if they want one?
The Khalistan issue in Punjab is
long dead and it is pointless rais-
ing it. Sikhs hold a place of pride
in India. They have held many top
positions, like the President of
India and IAF Chief. Punjab is a
border state with an unfriendly
neighbour. If by any quirk of fate,
Khalistan does become a reality,
it will be run over by Pakistan the
very next day. Also, Canada’s atti-
tude on anti-India activities is dis-
mal. It should curb such activities
swiftly. At the same time, India
seems to have overreacted by is-
suing an advisory to those travel-
ling to Canada.

WWGG  CCDDRR  CCLL  SSeehhggaall  ((RReettdd)),,
JJaallaannddhhaarr
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Devotees participate in a religious procession to install an idol of Goddess Sharada at Kudroli Sri Gokarnanatheshwara
Temple on the first day of 'Navratri' festival, in Mangaluru, Monday, Sept. 26.

NAVRATRI FESTIVAL
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W ith several agencies cutting the GDP growth fore-
cast to 7 per cent and lower, the Union finance min-

istry is in a dilemma whether an aggressive tightening of
the monetary policy is the appropriate strategy for India,
which faces challenges that may require a different re-
sponse than the western countries. In this context, Finance
Minister  Nirmala Sitharaman  has already said that “the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) may not be as much synchro-
nised as the western countries would do” – in other words,
hiking policy rates may not be the best thing for India. This
scenario comes against the backdrop of the rupee breach-
ing the 81-mark to the US dollar  intra-day  Friday, as  the
greenback continued to strengthen against all other major
currencies following an aggressive rate hike announcement
by the Federal Reserve. Policy framers in New Delhi are all
the more puzzled as the RBI has burnt forex reserves at a
dramatic pace this calendar year to prevent exchange rate
volatility. In just eight months between mid-January and
mid-September this year, forex reserves have depleted by al-
most $90 billion, or approximately an average of $11 billion
a month. For the week-ended September 16, India’s forex re-
serves stood at $545.65 billion compared with $634.97 billion
in the week-ended January 14.While sustained high infla-
tion of 7 per cent plus has prompted the RBI to hike policy
rates, the government is keen to preserve GDP growth  and
create more jobs as several big states head for polls over the
next 12-18 months.

Such an intervention, many  in  the  market  believe,
would be to defend the currency at a particular level.
Growth imperatives and need to create jobs weigh heavy on
the government’s mind with elections in over a dozen states
in the next 12-18 months. Instead of sharp rate hikes to con-
tain inflation, policy makers would rather let the rupee de-
preciate. Policy makers in the government as well as the
RBI are convinced that a large part of inflation is “import-
ed”. They are   discussing   relative   advantages   and disad-
vantages of an “overt” action such as an interest rate hike
versus “covert” gradual depreciation of the rupee. Unlike
monetary tightening through rate hikes, which is a kin to
the use of a sledge hammer, letting the rupee find its level,
is a better tool to rein in demand, say experts.A depreciating
rupee makes imports more expensive, and curbs demand.
According to RBI’s monetary policy report of April 2022, a 5
per cent depreciation in rupee could result in inflation edg-
ing up by 20 basis points while the GDP growth could be
higher by 15 basis points. In 2022 so far, the rupee has depre-
ciated by 8.2 per cent in 2022 against the US dollar.
Policymakers in New Delhi seem to be veering around the
view  that  the  RBI  should  not  hold  any particular  level
sacrosanct. This  (gradual weakening of rupee) covert
measure is better than an overt monetary policy action of
hiking rates. The  three-day  RBI  monetary  policy commit-
tee is scheduled to begin September 28, and the action to be
announced on September 30 will be the cynosure of all eyes.

Bumpy road ahead for RBI

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

27 th September is celebrated as World Tourism Day
to promote awareness among the international

community of the importance of tourism and its social,
cultural, political and economic value. Tourism is travel
for recreational, leisure or business purposes and it has
now become a popular global leisure activity. Tourism is
the engine of economic growth. Tourism helps in women
empowerment and youth employment. This day help us to
spread the word of both the importance and immense ben-
efits universal accessibility has and can bring to society at
large. It is an opportunity to reflect on the importance of
tourism to global well-being. We all know that when
Tourism has become the continuously growing and devel-
oping economic sectors worldwide because of the occur-
rence of various attractive and new destinations for the
tourists, it has become the main source of income ?for the
developing countries. The tourism industry has helped
growth in other sectors as diverse as horticulture, handi-
craft, agriculture, construction and even poultry. Both di-
rectly and indirectly, increased tourism in India has creat-
ed jobs in a variety of related sectors. Almost 20 million
people are now working in the India’s tourism industry.
Tourism today plays a vital  role in bringing the world clos-
er as it has been a major social phenomenon of societies
all over the world and it is driven by the natural urge of
every human being for new experiences, and the desire to
be both educated and entertained. Every time we travel,
for whatever reason, we are part of a global movement; a
movement that has the power to drive inclusive develop-
ment, create jobs and build the sustainable societies we
want for our future. Perhaps every citizen can do the role
of city ambassador and play courteous hosts.

Each one of us is responsible for contributing our bit to
protect the natural resources of our planet. India has innu-
merable attractions for tourists. Throughout the country
there are numerous beauty and scenic spots. Terrorism
now a day has become a global problem. Our country is
also not an exception. The terrorist attacks agitations and
separatist movements hinder the growth of tourism. We
live in such a country that others dream of visiting and be-
coming wiser by the experience. Can’t we help them with
right directions, authentic fares, uniform pricing and re-
spect for the personal space of tourists while maintaining
basic facilities that we ourselves are comfortable using. We
must remember that the tourism is an ever-evolving and
thriving industry that contributes to the economic wellbe-
ing of every nation and generates lakhs of employment op-
portunities besides focusing on environment-friendly
measures. As we celebrate World Tourism Day, let us recall
that all of the world's citizens have the right to experience
the incredible diversity this planet has to offer. Tourism in
India can become a viable industry if effective and concert-
ed steps are taken. It promotes national integration, inter-
national understanding, harmony, friendship and goodwill.
Diversity, unity and assimilation have always been the hall-
mark of the eternal India and these make India the ulti-
mate tourist destination. India has a composite culture.
India has fascinated people from all over the world with her
secularism and her culture. Let us take adequate steps to
protect and preserve the flora and fauna, the historical
monuments and heritage sites of this great country.

Tourism Enriches

V irtually everyone in-
volved agrees: Almost

eight decades after it came into
existence, the powerful UN
Security Council needs to ex-
pand, to evolve, to include more
voices. But as with so many
things, the central question - and
the biggest disagreement - is ex-
actly how. Five countries that
were major powers at World War
II's end have dominated the
United Nations and its most im-
portant body for its 77-year his-
tory. The council remains in its
current configuration despite a
four-decade clamour for other
countries to join that VIP group
to reflect the dramatically
changed 21st-century world.
The council's failure to respond
to Russia's invasion of Ukraine
has, at this month's gathering of
world leaders, shone a spotlight
on another misstep: Consumed
by national interests and re-
gional rivalries, the 193 UN
member nations have blocked
expansion of the body charged
with ensuring international
peace and security. The postwar
era when the United Nations
was created reflected a desire to,
in the UN Charter's opening
words, "save succeeding genera-
tions from the scourge of war".
An updated council with more
voices could re-centre that
premise, advocates say. But dis-
agreements on the size, compo-
sition and powers of a re-
vamped council have left gener-
ations of UN diplomats wonder-
ing whether it will ever change.

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres pinpointed the problem
in 2020: "The nations that came
out on top more than seven
decades ago have refused to con-
template the reforms needed to
change power relations in inter-

national institutions."
"Inequality starts at the top -in
global institutions," Guterres
said then. "Addressing inequality
must start by reforming them."
But it hasn't happened yet.

HOW IT IS NOW

The 15-member Security
Council has 10 non-permanent
members from all regions of the
world elected for two-year terms
without veto power and five per-
manent members with veto
power: the United States, Russia,
China, Britain and France. Two
of those members are represent-
ed by different governments
than they were when the United
Nations was established in 1945.
The Republic of China, now gov-
erned from Taiwan, is excluded
from virtually all UN bodies,
which are occupied by the main-
land-governed People's Republic.
The Soviet Union dissolved in
the early 1990s, leaving Russia as
its surviving power. It is Russia's
use, and threatened use, of its
veto that has blocked the council
from taking action on the now
seven-month-old war in Ukraine.
It is a failure noted by many lead-
ers in their General Assembly
speeches, alongside their peren-
nial complaints that the council
is outdated and unrepresenta-
tive.

Of particular annoyance to
governments in Africa, Latin
America and the Caribbean:
They have no permanent mem-
bers. Can that change? The
American president thinks it
must. "The time has come for
this institution to become more
inclusive so that it can better re-
spond to the needs of today's
world," Joe Biden told the
General Assembly last week. He
called for increasing the number
of both permanent and non-per-
manent members, including
"permanent seats for those na-
tions we've long supported and
permanent seats for countries in
Africa, Latin America and the
Caribbean". The United States
also supports permanent seats
for Germany, Japan and India.

Peace, said French President
Emmanuel Macron, requires an
international consensus. "That's
why I hope that we can finally
commit to reforming the

Security Council so that it's
more representative, welcomes
new permanent members, and
remains capable of fully playing
its role, by limiting the use of
veto rights in instances of mass
crimes," he said. And Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov,
who addressed the assembly
Saturday, called for a "more dem-
ocratic" council by broadening
representation from Africa, Asia
and Latin America and adding
India and Brazil. At a news con-
ference afterward, he said
adding "hostile" Western coun-
tries like Japan and Germany
would bring nothing new to the
council: "They are all following
the orders of the United States."

HOW REFORM 

MIGHT WORK

Attempts to reform the coun-
cil began in 1979. In 2005, world
leaders called for the council to
be "more broadly representative,
efficient and transparent." That
year, the General Assembly,
which must approve any council
reforms, shelved three rival reso-
lutions to expand its member-
ship, a reflection of deep divi-
sions that continue today. One
resolution by Germany, Japan,
Brazil and India would give them
permanent seats without veto
rights on a 25-member council. A
second by a group of middle-
ranking countries, including
Italy and Pakistan, wants 25-
member council with 10 new
non-permanent seats. The now
55-member African Union want-
ed to add 11 new spots: six per-
manent seats, including two for
Africa with veto power, and five
non-permanent ones.

Senegalese President Macky
Sall, the African Union chair-
man, reiterated its demand for
two permanent seats, saying it's
time to stop "confining Africa to
the margins of decision-making
circles". Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro said the Ukraine war
proves that "a reform of the UN
is essential if we are to find
world peace". Barbados' prime
minister, Mia Mottley, called for
removing veto power from the
five permanent members: "A
Security Council that retains the
power of veto in the hands of a
few will still lead us to war." And

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said his country "will
continue to underline that `the
world is bigger than five.'"
Virtually all General Assembly
presidents in recent years have
held negotiations on Security
Council reform. Maldives
Foreign Minister Abdulla
Shahid, who stepped down as
president this month, lamented
that he wasn't able to conclude a
deal "to reflect the new reality of
the world." His successor, Csaba
Kor si, vows to press on.

"It is high time that the coun-
cil represents the world's popula-
tion more equally, and that it re-
flects 21st century realities,"
Korosi said. This year, the
General Assembly adopted one
reform: Any permanent council
member casting a veto must now
appear before the assembly's 193
nations during a debate to ex-
plain why. David Scheffer, a for-
mer US ambassador-at-large for
war crimes issues, said Biden's
proposal "reaches beyond any-
thing the US government has
stated before on this issue" and
"accepts the reality of the world
we live in today, and not the
world of 1945 at the end of a
transformative war". "The
United States needs to be the col-
laborative superpower of the fu-
ture, and this will be an impor-
tant step in that direction," he
told The Associated Press.

Richard Gowan, UN director
of the International Crisis
Group, called Biden's remarks
on reform "a smart political
gambit" that created a stir
among diplomats and UN offi-
cials. The remarks, he said, re-
flect a US concern that the coun-
cil's credibility is waning - and
that it serves American interests
"to have a more-or-less function-
al council as an alternative to an-
archy". "China especially hates
the idea that Japan and India
could exploit reform discussions
to secure permanent seats on the
council," Gowen said. "So Beijing
may end up blocking the entire
process." But he said, "Biden has
sparked a discussion of reform
that will run for at least a couple
of years." Whether it ends in ac-
tual change, or just more talk, re-
mains to be seen.

Politics impede long-advocated growth of UN Security Council

A newS-CoV-2-like virus dis-
covered in Russian bats is ca-
pable of infecting humans,
and is resistant to current vac-
cines against COVID-19, a
study has found. A team led by
researchers at Washington
State University (WSU), US,
found spike proteins from the
bat virus, named Khosta-2, can
infect human cells and is re-
sistant to both the antibody
therapies and blood serum
from people vaccinated forS-
CoV-2. A virus uses the spike
protein to enter and infect the
human cells. Both Khosta-2
andS- CoV-2 belong to the same
sub-category of coronaviruses
known as sarbecoviruses.
"Our research further demon-
strates that sarbecoviruses cir-
culating in wildlife outside of
Asia -- even in places like west-

ern Russia where the Khosta-2
virus was found -- also pose a
threat to global health and on-
going vaccine campaigns
againstS-CoV-2," said Michael
Letko, corresponding author
of the study.

The finding, published in
the journal PLoS Pathogens,
highlights the need to develop
universal vaccines to protect
against sarbecoviruses in gen-
eral, rather than just against
known variants ofS-CoV-2.
"Right now, there are groups
trying to come up with a vac-
cine that doesn't just protect
against the next variant ofS-2
but actually protects us
against the sarbecoviruses in
general," Letko said.
"Unfortunately, many of our
current vaccines are designed
to specific viruses we know in-

fect human cells or those that
seem to pose the biggest risk to
infect us," the scientist added.
While hundreds of sarbe-
coviruses have been discov-
ered in recent years, predomi-
nantly in bats in Asia, the ma-
jority are not capable of infect-
ing human cells. The Khosta-1
and Khosta-2 viruses were dis-
covered in Russian bats in late
2020, and it initially appeared
they were not a threat to hu-
mans, the researchers said.

"Genetically, these weird
Russian viruses looked like
some of the others that had
been discovered elsewhere
around the world, but because
they did not look likeS-CoV-2,
no one thought they were real-
ly anything to get too excited
about," Letko said. "But when
we looked at them more, we

were really surprised to find
they could infect human cells.
That changes a little bit of our
understanding of these virus-
es, where they come from and
what regions are concerning,"
he added. The researchers de-
termined Khosta-1 posed low
risk to humans, but Khosta-2
demonstrated some troubling
traits. They found that likeS-
CoV-2, Khosta-2 can use its
spike protein to infect cells by
attaching to a receptor protein,
called angiotensin converting
enzyme 2 (ACE2), found
throughout human cells.

The team then set out to de-
termine if current vaccines
protect against the new virus.
Using blood serum derived
from people vaccinated for
COVID-19, the researchers
found that Khosta-2 was not

neutralised by current vac-
cines. They also tested serum
from people who were infected
with the Omicron variant, but
the antibodies, too, were inef-
fective. Letko said the new
virus is lacking some of the
genes believed to be involved
in pathogenesis in humans.
There is a risk, however, of
Khosta-2 recombining with a
second virus likeS-CoV-2.

"When you seeS-2 has this
ability to spill back from hu-
mans and into wildlife, and
then there are other viruses
like Khosta-2 waiting in those
animals with these properties
we really don't want them to
have, it sets up this scenario
where you keep rolling the
dice until they combine to
make a potentially riskier
virus," Letko added.

New COVID-like virus found in bats could infect humans, resist vaccines: Study
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International airport 

Pune: The under-con-
struction Navi
Mumbai internation-
al airport will become
operational in 2024,
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
said here. He was ad-
dressing the Maratha
Chamber of
Commerce, Industries
and Agriculture
(MCCIA). Fadnavis
also said that the “in-
dustrial culture” of
Maharashtra will be
back on track soon.
“Every stakeholder
has to unite and work
hard to make
Maharashtra number
one again,” he added.
Fadnavis highlighted
important projects
like Pune Metro, EV
transportation etc and
said the ring road will
prove to be the growth
engine for the Pune re-
gion. He said the gov-
ernment has acknowl-
edged the urgent need
for the Purandar air-
port in the Pune dis-
trict and that the gov-
ernment is taking ef-
forts for the same.

New screens 
Mumbai: Film exhi-
bition company PVR
Cinemas will invest
up to Rs 350 crore to
open 100 new screens
in FY23, a top official
said on Monday. It also
expects its mega-
merger with Inox
Leisure to close by
February 2023, after
which it will start to
run as a combined
business, PVR’s chief
executive Gautam
Dutta told PTI over
the phone. Pointing to
the company’s per-
formance in the April-
June quarter, he said
patrons are coming
back to halls to enjoy
the cinema experience
and the food and bev-
erage sales are also
up, which makes it
more optimistic about
expansion.

Investment

New Delhi: Tata
Motors plans to con-
tinue investing in the
range of Rs 2,000 crore
in its commercial ve-
hicle business per
annum going ahead in
order to drive in new
models based on vari-
ous kinds of power-
trains, according to
company’s Executive
Director Girish Wagh.

Rate cuts 
New Delhi: With
economic activity
still to reach pre-
pandemic levels, the
RBI may slow down
the pace of rate
hikes until next year
to quell soaring in-
flation while sup-
porting growth, the
Asian Development
Bank (ADB) says in
its latest report. The
Manila-based multi-
lateral funding
agency has raised
the inflation forecast
for the current fiscal
year ending in
March 2023 to 6.7 per
cent from its earlier
projection 
of 5.8 per cent.

New Delhi, Sep 26:  

S&P Global Ratings on
Monday retained its pro-
jection of India’s econom-
ic growth at 7.3 per cent for
the current fiscal and said
inflation is likely to re-
main above the upper tol-
erance limit of 6 per cent
till the end of 2022. In its
Economic Outlook for
Asia Pacific, S&P said the
external environment has
soured for economies in
the region and higher
global interest rates will
continue to exert pressure
on central banks in the
form of capital outflows
and currency deprecia-
tion. S&P Global Ratings
Asia-Pacific Chief
Economist Louis Kuijs
said a pronounced slow-
down in China was offset
by a strong rebound in
India as consumption, es-
pecially of services, con-
tinued to recover and in-
vestment grew rapidly.

“We have retained our
India growth outlook at 7.3
per cent for the fiscal year
2022-2023 and 6.5 per cent
for the next fiscal year, al-
though we see the risks
tilted to the downside,”
Kuijs said. The Reserve
Bank expects the Indian
economy to grow 7.2 per
cent in the current fiscal
(April-March). The growth
last year (2021-22) was 8.7
per cent. Indian economy
expanded 13.5 per cent in
the April-June quarter, se-
quentially higher than the
4.10 per cent growth
clocked in the January-
March period. Several
other agencies, including
ADB, Fitch Ratings and
Citigroup, have already

slashed India’s growth
projections to either 7 per
cent or below.

ADB and Fitch pegged
India’s growth estimate at
7 per cent, while Ind-Ra,
SBI and Citigroup expect
it to be 6.9 per cent, 6.8 per
cent and 6.7 per cent, re-
spectively. S&P Economist
Vishrut Rana said the
rupee may continue to see
volatility in the coming
days, but India has ‘sub-
stantial buffer’ to with-
stand foreign fund out-
flows. There have been in-
creased capital flow pres-
sures globally as the US
Fed briskly tightens mone-
tary policy. This has led to
significant US dollar
strength, and global cur-
rencies are down against
the greenback. On
Monday, the rupee touched
a record low of 81.52 to a
dollar. The local currency
has depreciated 9.4 per
cent against the greenback
so far this year.

S&P pegs India’s FY’23 GDP growth at 7.3 pc;

expects inflation to be above 6 pc
New Delhi, Sep 26:
Looking to consolidate its
presence in the fast-grow-
ing mid-sized sports utility
segment, Maruti Suzuki
India on Monday launched
its all-new model Grand
Vitara priced between Rs
10.45 lakh and Rs 19.65
lakh (ex-showroom Delhi).
The model, which comes
with a 1.5-litre petrol pow-
ertrain mated with strong
and mild hybrid technolo-
gy, will compete with the
likes of Hyundai Creta,
Kia Seltos and Tata
Harrier, among others.
With Grand Vitara, the
country’s largest car
maker expects to enhance
its presence in a segment
where it currently lags be-
hind the competition.
“The Grand Vitara paves
the way toward a cleaner,
greener, sustainable and
carbon-neutral world. To
ensure that we can do this,
the Grand Vitara has been
launched at a very compet-

itive starting price of Rs
10.45 lakh,” MSI Managing
Director & CEO Hisashi
Takeuchi said in a state-
ment. The model has re-
ceived over 57,000 book-
ings so far, he added. The
1.5 litre trims with mild
hybrid technology mated
with a five-speed manual
and six-speed automatic
transmission options are

priced between Rs 10.45
lakh to 17.05 lakh. MSI
claims a fuel efficiency of
up to 21.11km per litre on
the variants, which come
with brake energy regen-
eration, torque assist and
idle stop-start function.
Grand Vitara Allgrip
Select trim, which comes
with Suzuki’s patented All
Grip technology enabling

it to take on all kinds of
terrain, is tagged at Rs
16.89 lakh. The trims with
a strong hybrid power-
train, with a claimed fuel
efficiency of 27.97 km per
litre, are priced from Rs
17.99 lakh to Rs 19.65 lakh.
MSI will sell the model
through around 420 Nexa
dealerships across the
country.

Maruti Suzuki drives in Grand Vitara
tagged between Rs 10.45-19.65 lakh

New Delhi, Sep 26:
Apple’s newest phone
iPhone 14 will be made in
India as the global tech
titan bets big on the manu-
facturing prowess of the
world’s second-biggest
smartphone market after
China. Cupertino,
California-headquartered
Apple started manufactur-
ing iPhones in India in
2017 with iPhone SE.
Today, Apple manufac-
tures some of its most ad-
vanced iPhones in the
country including iPhone
SE, iPhone 12, iPhone 13
and, now, iPhone 14.

Earlier this month,
Apple Inc unveiled its lat-
est iPhone series — the
iPhone 14 models - with an
improved camera, power-
ful sensors and satellite
messaging feature to send
SOS texts in emergencies.

The new lineup has four
models: iPhone 14, Plus,
Pro and ProMax.

According to sources,
the Made-in-India iPhone
14 will begin to reach local
customers in the next few
days. Phones manufac-
tured in India will be both
for the Indian market and
exports. The iPhone 14 will
be shipped from Foxconn’s
Sriperumbudur facility on
the outskirts of Chennai.
Foxconn is the world’s
largest contract electron-

ics manufacturer and
major iPhone assembler.
When contacted, Apple in
a statement to PTI said:
“We’re excited to be manu-
facturing iPhone 14 in
India.” The new iPhone 14
lineup introduces ground-
breaking new technologies
and important safety capa-
bilities,” it said. The
iPhone 14 was launched on
September 7, 2022, and is
available to customers in
India simultaneously with
the US, among other mar-
kets, since September 16,
2022. The iconic brand has
a long-standing history in
India that started more
than 20 years ago. Apple
launched its online store
in the country in
September 2020 and is set
to deepen its commitment
with the upcoming launch
of Apple retail store.

Apple now manufacturing
iPhone 14 in India

Bengaluru, Sep 26:  

Amazon.in flagged off
the biggest ever 36 hours
of shopping with Prime
Early Access and day 1 of
the Great Indian Festival.
Amazon.in saw single
largest day of Prime sign
ups; 1.9X higher than last
year with 68% coming
from Tier 2 & 3 cities.
“The Amazon Great
Indian Festival kicked off
to an exciting start with a
great response from cus-
tomers and seller part-
ners. It is encouraging to
witness small and medium
businesses, startups, arti-
sans, women entrepre-
neurs offer a wide selec-
tion of products to our
customer across India. We
are humbled by the in-
crease in new Prime mem-
ber sign ups and cus-

tomers shopping across
categories as they trust
Amazon as their preferred
online shopping destina-
tion”, said Manish Tiwary,
Vice President & Country
Manager, India Consumer
Business, Amazon. In the
first 36 hours, small and
medium businesses, start-
ups, artisans, women en-
trepreneurs offered the
largest selection of prod-
ucts and sold around 10
lakh unique products to
customers across India.
During the 24 hrs ‘Prime
Early Access’, 1.75X
growth of seller sign-ups
during Prime Early
Access versus an average
business day. Prime con-
tinues to thrill customers:
Prime members shopped
more during Prime Early
Access than on any other
day.

Amazon Great Indian 
Festival 2022 witness record

participation
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  2266::  Exports of
gems, jewellery, sugar confec-
tionery, cereals, electrical
machinery and other products
to the UAE have registered a
healthy growth after the two
countries implemented a trade
deal in May. The commerce
ministry said that Indian
exports to the UAE, excluding
petroleum products grew from
USD 5.17 billion during June-
August 2021 to USD 5.92 billion
during June-August 2022, an
increase of over 14 per cent.
However, sectors which
recorded negative growth dur-
ing the period include ships,
boats and floating structures,
apparel, pharmaceutical prod-
ucts, aluminium and articles,
organic chemicals, carpets and
other textile floor coverings,
and silk. The India-UAE
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
came into effect from May 1.
“Indian exports are likely to

increase further in the coming
months with increasing use of
the CEPA by the exporters and
with dedicated efforts from
Department of Commerce, in
association with Indian Mission
in the UAE, through organiza-
tion of a series of trade promo-
tion events in the UAE during
the current financial year, the
ministry said in a statement on
Sunday. It said that data for
May has not been included for
the purpose of the analysis as
it is considered as a transitory
period. Oil trade has not been
considered as import increase
in oil/petroleum products is
largely on account of the rise in
global prices and to a certain
extent on an increase offtake in
volumes. Further, it is pertinent
to mention that bulk of the oil
imports from the UAE are of
crude petroleum, the demand
for which is inelastic and the
customs duty for which is very
low, the ministry said.

Exports to UAE get a boost from
trade deal, says commerce ministry

New Delhi, Sep 26: 

Goldi Solar, India’s
most quality-conscious
solar brand, announced
plans to infuse over Rs
5,000 crores as a part of
its business expansion
plans. Simultaneously, it
also unveiled its new and
landmark product offer-
ing HELOC Plus, a high-
efficiency and low on
carbon module series
with Heterojunction
technology. Goldi Solar
aims to become an end-
to-end and verticallyinte-
grated company with
module, cell and raw ma-
terial manufacturing ca-
pabilities. Accordingly, it
plans to commence pro-
duction at its cell manu-
facturing unit in
Gujarat. Subsequently, it
will expand its capacity
to 5GW Additionally,
Goldi Solar plans to re-
cruit over 4,500 people
across various functions,

which will increase its
workforce to 5,500+ in-
cluding the existing
workforce. Commenting
on the key significant de-
v e l o p m e n t s , C a p t a i n
Ishver Dholakiya -
Managing Director of
Goldi Solar, said,“to cre-
ate employment at the
grass roots level, Goldi
Solar plans to hire 25%

of the workforce from
the local tribal regions
adjoining its proposed
m a n u f a c t u r i n g
facility.To train the new
recruits for a career in
renewables, Goldi Solar
will conduct three-
month certification pro-
grammes at a skill devel-
opment centre that it
plans to open in collabo-

ration with the NSDC
(National Skill
Development Council) in
Navsari, Gujarat.” He
further added,
“Renewables are the fu-
ture of energy. Our fu-
ture plans of launching a
new product line and ex-
panding capacity for
module manufacturing
is designed to increase
the supply of clean ener-
gy and motivate its large-
scale replacement of fos-
sil fuel. At Goldi Solar,
we have committed to the
honourable Prime
Minister’s vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat and
aspire to create an India
self-reliant in renewable
energy.” Additionally, Mr
Bharat Bhut-
Director,Goldi Solar
said, “Goldi Solar has
consistently created and
delivered quality mod-
ules.Our mantra is to
provide better and more
efficient products.”

Goldi Solar announces entry into the HJT technology 

Mumbai, Sep 26: 

Despite a high double-
digit demand growth, the
profitability of cement
companies is set to fall by
15 per cent because price
hikes lag increase in pro-
duction cost, according to
a report. The report by rat-
ing agency Crisil, however,
said that higher demand
will cushion the credit out-
look for the sector.
Operating profitability of
cement makers will de-
cline 15 per cent year-on-
year to Rs 900-925 per
tonne this fiscal, adding to
the pain of a 9 per cent de-
cline last fiscal, as an in-
crease in realisations will
not be enough to offset the
increase in prices of coal,
petcoke and diesel that has
pushed the average cost of
production higher, the
agency said in a report on

Monday. However, the 17
per cent demand growth
in cement demand during
the first quarter, albeit on
the low base last fiscal, of-
fers a silver lining, the re-
port noted, saying though
growth may taper in sub-
sequent quarters, and
print in at 8-10 per cent for
the full fiscal, it will still be

the highest since fiscal
2019. On credit profile, the
report, based on an analy-
sis of 22 cement-makers
that account for 85 per cent
of the market volume, said
higher demand will miti-
gate the impact of lower
profitability on absolute
operating profit and cash
accruals of cement mak-
ers.

According to Koustav
Mazumdar, an associate
director at the agency, vol-
ume growth will be driven
by non-housing segments,
wherein off-take is expect-
ed to rise more than 15 per
cent. Demand from the in-
frastructure segment will
be aided by government
spending, while industri-
al/commercial demand
will be driven by growing
investment in data centres
and warehousing, and of
source the low base.

Cement cos profitability seen
dipping 15 pc on input costs

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  2266::

Corporate India is bullish
about its strong business per-
formance and expected to dole
out a double-digit salary hike
of as much as 10.4 per cent in
2023, a survey said on Monday.
According to leading global
professional services firm Aon
Plc’s latest Salary Increase
Survey in India, remunerations
in India are expected to
increase by 10.4 per cent in
2023, compared to an actual
increase of 10.6 per cent to
date in 2022, which is slightly
higher than the 9.9 per cent
increase projected in February.
The study that analysed data
across 1,300 companies from
more than 40 industries in
India noted that the attrition
rate for the first half of 2022
continued to be high at 20.3
per cent, marginally lower than
the 21 per cent recorded in

2021, thus retaining the pres-
sure on salaries. This trend is
expected to continue for the
next few months, the survey
noted. “Despite the global
recessionary headwinds and
volatile domestic inflation,
salary increases projected in
India for 2023 are in the double
digits,” Roopank Chaudhary,
partner, Human Capital
Solutions at Aon in India, said.
This increase is a reflection of
the confidence that corporate
India has in its strong business
performance. “Business lead-
ers, however, must make deci-
sions that ensure their work-
force remains resilient today as
well as into the future. They
need to review their total
rewards strategies and balance
the impact of rising costs and
salary pressures with a rela-
tively high rate of attrition and
the ongoing demand for criti-
cal talent,” Chaudhary added.

The survey also found that four
out of the five sectors that are
expected to have the highest
projected salary increase are
technology related and experi-
ence the highest volatility and
impact of current global eco-
nomic uncertainty. “With an
expected salary increase of
12.8 per cent, e-commerce
leads sectors with the highest
projected increase, followed by
start-ups at 12.7 per cent, hi-
tech/ information technology
and information technology-
enabled services at 11.3 per
cent, and financial institutions
at 10.7 per cent,” Chaudhary
added.

According to Jang Bahadur
Singh, director, Human Capital
Solutions at Aon in India,
volatility is a key determinant
of salary increases by indus-
tries the top salary increases
are in the most volatile indus-
tries. 

Salaries in India likely to rise by
10.4 pc in 2023: Aon Survey

HHoouussttoonn,,  SSeepp  2266:: India is
America’s ninth largest trading
partner and holds a stock of
almost USD 13 billion in foreign
direct investment in the US, cre-
ating more than 70,000 jobs, a
leading Indian-American interna-
tional trade policy expert has
said. Speaking at the annual
Indo-American Chamber of
Commerce of Greater Houston
(IACCGH) on Saturday, Arun
Venkataraman, Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for
Global Markets, praised the
chamber for its role in strength-
ening the US-India partnership
for 23 years. Venkataraman was
sworn in as the Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for
Global Markets and Director
General of the US and Foreign
Commercial Service for the
International Trade
Administration in April this year.
He was appointed by President
Joe Biden and confirmed by the
US Senate on April 7 to lead the

federal government’s efforts to
promote exports abroad and
attract inward investment. Citing
an example of the chamber’s role
in bringing businesses to the
USA, he said Mahindra USA,
which made Houston its corpo-
rate headquarters for its farm
tractor business, was a direct
result of the trade delegation led
by the IACCGH and supported by
the US Commercial Service. For
our part of the United States, US
companies have invested USD 42
billion in foreign direct invest-
ment and are supporting the
media in India, he said. 

India is America’s ninth largest 

trading partner: Arun Venkataraman
Dubai, Sep 26: 

Exporters body FIEO
on Monday said it has
planned a series of activ-
ities in the Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) markets to push
India’s exports. The GCC
was established in May
1981. Its members are
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar
and the UAE. Indian ex-
ports to the GCC grew by
44 per cent in 2021-22 to
USD 43.9 billion com-
pared to USD 27.8 billion
in 2020-21, according to
FIEO. “Our export per-
formance in the GCC in
2021-22 has been marvel-
lous. Apart from the
UAE, our exports to
Saudi Arabia grew by 49
per cent, Oman by 33 per
cent, Qatar by 43 per
cent, Kuwait by 17 per

cent and exports to
Bahrain increased by 70
per cent,” said Ajay
Sahai, Director-General
of FIEO. In the current fi-
nancial year, FIEO has
planned various activi-
ties — including exhibi-
tions, B2B delegations,
interactive sessions and
capacity-building pro-
grammes — to increase
India’s export to the re-
gion, FIEO President A
Sakthivel said. FIEO
members are here to par-
ticipate in the Super
Sourcing Dubai (SSD)
show. He said FIEO mem-
bers have participated in
exhibitions and trade ac-
tivities in Qatar, Egypt,
Jordan, Oman, UAE and
Saudi Arabia and there
are even more activities
lined up in Bahrain,
Kuwait, Iraq, Oman and
the UAE.

FIEO plans series of activities in GCC
markets to push India’s exports

WW ith the onset of the joyous and exuberant days of festivities
ahead, one cannot help but feel resolute and optimistic. In

a tribute to the anticipation of the heartening days ahead, home-
grown, everyday wear brand, trueBrowns launches its latest col-
lection, Maati, in association with ace actor, Chitrangda Singh, not
only helming the hat of the co-creator but, also as the face of this
festive edit. Maati presents an alluring selection of 59 styles, quin-
tessential for the upcoming festive days, integrating luxe fabrics,
and exclusive designs, however, not drifting away from its core
design mantra - comfort. With Chitrangda preaching the same
design aesthetic as that of the brand, which is, minimalism, the
collection brings to the foreground, pieces that address, function-
al festive. Comprising of fusion wear with ethnic silhouettes and
modern cuts, the brand has played with an extensive range of
hues, varying from dainty pastels to festive brights. Elated with
coming on board as the co-creator and face of this collection,
Chitrangda Singh, says, "trueBrowns is a brand that speaks vol-
umes about today's traditional yet modern woman. I have always
believed in standing tall and strong because I sincerely feel that
women are allowed to make their own choices and decisions."

RReeaadd  EExxcceerrppttss

SSttyyllee  oovveerr  ccoommffoorrtt??
Chitrangada: There is always style over comfort because of our
professional commitments. I am always dying to get into my pyja-
mas once I get back home. So yes, it is style over comfort for me.
YYoouurr  ggoo  ttoo  ssttyyllee  aanndd  ffaasshhiioonn  aaeesstthheettiicc??
Chitrangada: For me, it has always been very classic, simple,
straight lines along with clean silhouettes. I personally love
colours, therefore anything with jewel tones that one can play
with, as in my opinion they work beautifully on our brown skin
tone. I believe that less is more aesthetically. I love working with
classics, with a more vintage look and cut as I feel that, that is
something that has always worked for me.
YYoouu  hhaavvee  oovveerr  aa  mmiilllliioonn  ffoolllloowweerrss  oonn  IInnssttaaggrraamm,,  hhooww  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iiss
iitt  ttoo  bbee  aa  cceelleebbrriittyy  iinnfflluueenncceerr  iinn  tthhiiss  ddaayy  aanndd  aaggee  ttoo  rreemmaaiinn  rreellee--
vvaanntt??
Chitrangada: I believe it is important. Social media has become
such a relevant part of our lives, and not only for celebrities but
everyone in general. It has become a necessity to communicate
with people and for us, even more. Having said that, I am not
someone who is fiercely active on social media, I feel that you
remain relevant with the kind of work that you put out. For me as
an actor, it is important that my work is relevant. Of course, one is

so much more beyond being just an actor but, you must be real and
authentic too. It is impossible to keep up a facade for too long. I do
not believe in faking it just to increase my follower count. Staying
true to yourself will get you genuine followers with whom you will
enjoy interactions too.
WWoouulldd  yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  ffoorraayy  iinnttoo  OOTTTT  aanndd  ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  pprroojjeeccttss  iinn
tthhee  ppiippeelliinnee??
Chitrangada: Well, I have already forayed into OTT with Modern
Love, which was an anthology. It was titled, Cutting Chai and I
worked with Arshad Warsi for the same. I am yet to do a full
flagged series which I am awaiting and I hope I can come by some-
thing which is interesting enough. I feel when you are part of a
series, it is very important for the content to be good enough to
hold the audiences for such a long period of time as opposed to a
two-hour long film. I am really looking forward to it and this is the
way to go. OTT is the future and I hope I get something exciting
soon.
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  cchhoooossee  ttrruueeBBrroowwnnss  ffoorr  tthhee  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  aanndd  wwhhaatt  ssyynn--
eerrggiieess  ddoo  yyoouu  ffeeeell  ccoommpplliimmeenntt  yyoouurr  oowwnn??
Chitrangada: Well, with trueBrowns, I thought it was very instant
because like I said, my go-to is always clean silhouettes, minimal
style, with a certain feminine feel to the whole look. The brand
caters to all kinds of styles, be it a day or an evening look. It is for
the everyday Indian women who are not trying to be western all the
time and are more rooted in their tradition. The colours of the col-
lection also compliment the Indian skin colour which makes it more
relatable to us. There are a lot of jewel tones, which are part of my
personal collection too, keeping it very simple and having a high
quality of fabric which helps in draping. All these elements instant-
ly checked my list and made me agree to be a part of it. The whole
ideology behind the brand and the way Udita portrays Indian
women and creates that benchmark of what real Indian women are,
that is, traditional yet modern in their own way. The entire thought
process behind this brand was so relatable for me and after I met
her, it was an instant yes. I really enjoyed working on the new col-
lection and I am happy to have started this relationship with them.
Delighted with the latest collection and getting Chitrangda on
board, Udita Bansal, Founder, trueBrowns, says, "This is our first
celebrity collaboration and we could not have asked for someone
better suited than Chitrangda to accompany us on this journey. It is
extremely fortunate that our vision, design aesthetics, and views
have been so in sync and that is reflected in the collection itself.
The collaboration has been very harmonious and we hope that this
association is just the first of many more to come."

ACROSS

1. Wise ones

6. Weight unit

10. Bang shut

14. Without company

15. Connecticut university

16. Not wild

17. Acquire knowledge

18. Not spicy

19. Concluded

20. Filled pastry

22. Superman’s gal (2 wds.)

24. Sticky stuff

25. Ante

26. Declares

30. Peruvian natives

34. Desert material

35. Relaxed (2 wds.)

39. Bullfight cheer

40. Bring to court

41. Appetizer

42. Pro’s opposite

43. Washington bill

44. Fright

45. Eternities

46. Monte ____

48. Answering machine item

50. Host

54. ____ guilty

55. More crunchy

58. Tooth covering

62. Curtain holders

63. Become larger

65. “____ of Two Cities” (2 wds.)

66. Fit

67. Helper

68. Brief

69. “Cheers” order

70. Swamp plant

71. Fall flower

DOWN

1. Discount event
2. Actor ____ Guinness
3. Aim
4. Infuriated
5. 12th-grader
6. Workout locale
7. Banisters
8. Distribute
9. Radio and newspapers, e.g.
10. Taken illegally
11. Volcanic flow
12. Prayer close
13. Nothing more than
21. Revolve
23. Aspen visitor
26. Organization (abbr.)
27. Finnish bath

28. Look of contempt

29. Celebrity

31. Chocolate drink

32. Beside

33. ____ of humor

36. Goof

37. Minute particle

38. Unruffled

41. Walk heavily

45. Manors

47. Inferior

49. Brahms piece

51. Groucho Marx’s prop

52. Weird

53. Wear away

55. Seafood choice

56. Choir gown

57. Not active

59. Emporium

60. Or ____!

61. Malicious look

64. Get hitched
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All the positive energy generated by the celes-

tial atmosphere seems to come together today

as you experience a rush of sensual passion for

a romantic partner, Aquarius. An unexpected

encounter could not only fulfill this desire but

also bring you closer. If you aren’t already com-

mitted, expect to discuss it tonight. Be careful

to exercise restraint. Your lover could panic if

you push too hard.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A call form someone you havenâ€™t heard

from in a while could generate mixed feelings,

Pisces. On the one hand, you’re probably glad

to resume contact with this person. On the

other, because you weren’t expecting to hear

from them, it could create extra emotions for

you - as if you didn’t already have enough on

your plate! Talk to another friend about how

you feel so you can enjoy your evening.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Someone who’s been ill and perhaps
undergone surgery might phone you
today, Aries. You could invite this person
to join you for a little virtual social gath-
ering. Several people could be involved.
All of them will have some interesting
and useful information to offer. Enjoy
your day.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

With the planetary atmosphere today, your
sensual nature is in full bloom. If there’s a
romantic partner nearby, that person should
be on guard! There may be a lot of other peo-
ple around, so a chance to be alone probably
won’t present itself until this evening. If you
don’t connect with a potential partner, at
least you’ll have a good time. Hang in there
and be patient!

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might have to play nurse today, Gemini.

A love partner could claim to feel unwell,

and you might expend a lot of energy trying

to make your friend feel better. Don’t over-

do it. There may be psychological factors at

work. Your friend could be jealous of the

attention you’ve been giving family and

friends. Be attentive, but within limits!

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You’re generally focused on the material
world, Cancer, but something about the ener-
gy generated by today’s planetary align-
ments causes you to look within. You might
think about the joys and pains of past family
gatherings and wonder how they affect your
life now. This is a positive, healing process, so
don’t fight it. It won’t interfere with what’s
going on around you.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A virtual group event could put you in con-

tact with a number of people interested in

doing a healing meditation for the planet.

This sort of activity can work wonders to

strengthen the bond among those perform-

ing it. You might not talk much during the

discussions, but you’re apt to be in total

agreement with the idea. Enjoy your day.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Happiness reigns in the home as everyone
feels the energy changing, Virgo. It seems
that the end of one cycle brings closure, and
now you’re free to start a new journey of
rebirth. You, above all, are apt to feel a pow-
erful rush of intuition, which could reveal
positive events coming up for you and those
close to you. A few doubts may cloud your
impressions, but let them go.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Are you going to go away soon, Libra? If not,

you may be planning a trip for another

month, perhaps going for educational pur-

poses, such as to attend a workshop. You

might have agreed to some overseas busi-

ness travel. You should feel especially ener-

getic, enthusiastic, and optimistic now.

You’ve done well thanks to your diligent

work, and you should continue on that path.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Instinct and determination drive you toward

unconventional plans for making money,

Scorpio. A finance counselor or other profes-

sional could be involved. You may see this as

an opportunity to restore your ailing bank

account. You may have future purchases in

mind, perhaps even a new home. Consider

your plans carefully before going ahead.

You’ll want to be sure it’s what you need.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today you may feel a passionate attraction
for someone intelligent who perhaps
makes a living in law, education, or pub-
lishing, Sagittarius. Conversations with
this person could touch on some deep
issues, such as spiritual matters, the
human psyche, or the nature of the uni-
verse. You should be deeply affected, not
only by the person but also by the subjects.
Take a walk later to clear your head.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This could be a quiet day for you and your part-

ner, Capricorn. You could spend some time

reflecting on past achievements and future

goals. It’s important to get a clear picture about

the past so you can draw conclusions and make

workable plans. If you have a family, you’ll prob-

ably be interested in activities that everyone

will enjoy. Make some time to get together

when itâ€™s possible. Leave tension behind.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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OO bserving the Sarva Pitru
Amavasya, the day one

honours one's ancestors and
performs certain rituals for
them, actress Shilpa Shetty on
Sunday put out a post on
Instagram explaining the sig-
nificance of the day.

She wrote: "Today is Sarva
Pitru Amavasya, the day we
honor our ancestors and per-
form certain rituals for them.
According to vedic scriptures,
we, as individuals, are born
with three debts that we have
to pay off during this life-
time."

"Firstly, the debt to the
divine (Devas power), the
rishis and the pitras (ances-
tors). They have the power to
help us in our life journey,
through remembrance, prayer
and gratitude." "The Magha

Nakshatra is one of the most
powerful nakshatras that has
a special connection with the
ancestral lineage as it is ruled
by the Pitras(ancestors)."

The spiritual practices that
you do help your ancestors to
find Mukti, or liberation, and
in return, they send you bless-
ings in abundance."

"Our ancestors watch us
from the other side with the
awareness that life is just a
game. And whilst they may
usually play the role of a spec-
tator, if we request them for
help, then they are absolutely
willing to do so."

"So, let's remember our
ancestors prayerfully and with
gratitude, knowing that they
have the power to help us
progress on our journey - we
just have to remember them."

Shilpa Shetty explains
significance of 

Sarva Pitru Amavasya

I do not believe in faking it
to increase my follower

count: Chitrangada Singh

S eason after season,
Sony Entertainment

Television's 'Kaun
Banega- Season 14' has
seen a series of inspiring
contestants from all walks
of life, coming to the show
and realising their dreams
while also sharing their
stories with the host, the
legendary Mr Amitabh
Bachchan. Adding to that
list of inspiring contest-
ants will be Rani Patidar,
the 28-year-old Patwari in
Alok tehsil, Ratlam dis-
trict, Madhya Pradesh
who would be gracing the
hotseat on the 26th and
27th of September at 9:00
pm, for the ‘Navratri
Special’ week. The con-
testant would be indulging
the audience in good
gameplay which would ex-
cite the host as well. In an
emotional moment, Rani
would be talking of her
journey to success and
how her father toiled away
to educate his daughters

against the verdicts of so-
ciety. After watching a
video of Rani in her vil-
lage, working as a
Patwari, Mr Bachchan
would be seen compli-
menting her father for his
courage, valour and deter-
mination to have his
daughters educated.
According to a source
close to the set, Big B
would be saying, "I will
salute you (Rani) but be-
fore that, I want to join
hands and pay respect to
your father who educated
his daughter this is a huge
achievement! In today's
day and age, your
thoughts should be salut-
ed and may you become
an example to other fa-
thers who have stopped
their daughters from
studying further and have
them do household work.
Your beliefs and values
are very high and for that I
applaud you." To Rani
then he would say, "I feel

proud that someone like
you is sitting in front of
me." Rani would be then
sharing her story of strug-
gles when her father was
castrated from society for
educating his daughters,
even kicked out of the
house. Her father would
be taunted by village peo-
ple telling him that he is
not worthy for he does not
have sons. She would nar-
rate the harrowing inci-
dent when she received a
marriage proposal when
she was only in the 5th
standard in school but her
father had stood his
ground and supported his
daughter in her studies.
Talking about her experi-
ence of being on the show
Rani shares, "Bachchan
sir is an enigma! His mag-
netic aura makes us feel so
small but on the same
hand, he will do every-
thing in his power to make
you feel comfortable so
that you have a clear head

to play the game. I present-
ed him with saree and sev,
two things that are popu-
lar in Madhya Pradesh. I
would like to thank Sony
TV and Kaun Banega
Crorepati- Season 14 for
giving me this unique op-
portunity."

Tune in to watch Rani
Patidar on the hotseat,
on the 26th and 27th of
September, on Kaun
Banega Crorepati-
Season 14, at 9:00 pm
only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Rani Patidar story warms
Amitabh Bachchan's heart  

SS obhita Dhulipala, who is
gearing up for the the-

atrical release of Mani
Ratnam's 'Ponniyin Selvan-1',
has wrapped the shoot of
espionage thriller series 'The
Night Manager', where she
appears as Kaveri Dixit.

This is the Hindi adapta-
tion of John Le Carre's 1993
novel, 'The Night Manager',
which was made into a BBC
television series in 2016 star-
ring Tom Hiddleston, Hugh
Laurie, Elizabeth Debecki and
Olivia Colman.

Produced by Preity Zinta
and Banijay Asia, the Hindi
adaptation features Anil
Kapoor and Aditya Roy
Kapoor in the lead roles.
Taking to her social media,

Sobhita shared pictures from
the wrap-up of 'The Night
Manager'. Her fans can see a
thank you cake for Sobhita
from the team with the name
of her character Kaveri writ-
ten on it.

Sharing the picture, the
actress wrote in the caption:
"Issa wrap! Signing off as
Kaveri Dixit
#TheNightManager (heart
emoji)." The actress is all set
to for back-to-back releases,
starting with 'Ponniyin
Selvan-1' in the coming week,
followed by the much-await-
ed Season 2 of 'Made In
Heaven' and then 'The Night
Manager', which will be
streaming on Disney+
Hotstar.

Sobhita Dhulipala wraps
up her parts in 

‘The Night Manager’

E very year on
September 29,

World Heart Day is ob-
served to raise aware-
ness about cardiovascu-
lar disease and stroke
prevention. &TV actors
Neha Joshi (Yashoda,
Doosri Maa), Himani
Shivpuri (Katori Amma,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
and Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
share their secrets to a
healthier heart. Neha
Joshi, seen as Yashoda in
&TV’s Doosri Maa,
shares, “When I shifted
to Mumbai from Pune
for work, my entire rou-
tine went haywire, and it
did take a toll on my
health. I was engrossed
in work and did not pay
much attention to my
eating and sleeping
habits. However, my

mother used to call me
regularly and remind me
to eat, rest, and drink
plenty of water through-
out the day, which has
now become an indispen-
sable part of my daily
routine. Sleep is ex-
tremely critical for a
healthy heart. If you
don't get enough sleep,
you may be more likely
to develop cardiovascu-
lar disease, regardless of
your age or other health
habits.

Regardless of how hec-
tic my schedule is, I
make it a point to get 7 to
8 hours of sleep most
nights. On this World
Heart Day, I would like to
encourage everyone to
eat healthily, do regular
medical check-ups, and
get enough sleep to keep
their hearts happy and
healthy”.

TV actors say a 
healthy heart is a key

to a healthy life
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Bengaluru, Sep 26 (PTI):

Having played a vital
role in India’s silver
medal-winning feat at the
Commonwealth Games,
national hockey team for-
ward Gurjant Singh is
now looking to make an
impact at next year’s FIH
World Cup.

“I am glad that I was
part of the silver medal-
winning team at CWG. It’s
a huge honour for me to be
an Olympic and CWG
medal winner,” Gurjant,
who was part of the
Olympic bronze medal
winning team in Tokyo,
said in a release issued by
Hockey India.

“However, I have noted
down the points that I
need to improve on and I
am determined to make
an even bigger impact in
tournaments such as the
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s

World Cup 2023
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela.”

India are set to host the
men’s hockey World Cup
for the second consecutive
time jointly in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13
to 29 next year and

Gurjant hopes to get an
opportunity of playing in
front of the home crowd.

“Playing in the World
Cup is every hockey play-
er’s dream. And I really
hope I will be given the op-
portunity of playing the
tournament at our home

ground.
“There is always a great

buzz and fanfare in
Odisha and I am sure that
the fans’ support will mo-
tivate us to play at our
best.”

The 27-year-old said the
Indian team’s immediate
focus is the FIH Hockey
Pro League beginning
next month.

“We are working very
hard to put up a good
show at the FIH Hockey
Pro League. A good per-
formance there will give
us a huge confidence boost
before the all-important
World Cup in
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela.

“We are looking for-
ward to the challenge and
are determined to keep
getting better as a side.”

India will face Spain
and New Zealand in the
FIH Pro League in Odisha
from October 28.

Determined to make big contributions
in big events like World Cup: Gurjant Raipur, Sep 26 (PTI):

Teen Indian shuttler
Tasnim Mir feels she
needs to work on her fit-
ness to match the speed
and power of the Asian
players as she looks to
break into the world’s top
50 in the senior circuit.

The 17-year-old from
Mehsana, Gujarat, who
won the Chattisgarh
International Challenge
on Sunday, will be one of
the attractions at the
National Games.

“I have to work on my
fitness. I’m working on my
rallies and stamina as I’m
aware that Asian players
are very good in rallies,
power and speed. The
game is becoming faster
and we have to play some
quick rallies,” she said in
a press release.

“My focus is to improve
my ranking. My target is
to be in the top 50 so that I
can compete in bigger in-
ternational tournaments.

I have to be consistent
with my game to achieve
that goal and then to rise
to be among the top 20.

“My father (Irfan Mir)
has played a crucial role
in my evolution. I learnt
the basics from him and
continue to train under
him.”

Tasnim, who had be-
come the first Under-19
Indian woman shuttler to
be ranked world No. 1 in

junior earlier this year, is
currently ranked World
No. 113 in the senior cate-
gory.

“With some good play-
ers from Japan, Thailand,
China competing in these
tournaments, it gives us
the necessary experience
and the chance to rise in
the ranking charts,” she
said. Fresh from her win
in Raipur, Tasnim is eager
to soak in the joys of play-

ing in front of the home
crowd at the National
Games.

“I have not yet competed
in a major National-level
tournament in my home
state,” she said.

“Surely, it will always be
a big motivation when you
play in front of a home
crowd. The National
Games will be a great plat-
form for me to experience
that.”

New York, Sep 26 (PTI):

Teenaged Indian
Grandmaster Arjun
Erigaisi went down against
world no.1 Magnus Carlsen
in the final of the Julius
Baer Generation Cup on-
line rapid chess tourna-
ment, losing the second
match 0-2. Having won the
first match, the Norwegian
had the advantage and he
won the first two games of
the second match to close
out the finale early on
Monday. Having won the
first match, comprising
four games, 2.5-0.5, Carlsen
needed to only draw the
second to take the top prize.
He won two games of the
second match and shut out
Erigaisi. The final was a
two-match affair with each
match consisting of four
games. If the players had

won a match each, a blitz
tie-break would have been
required to decide the win-
ner. Requiring to win the
second match to have a
chance to push the final to a
tie-break, the 19-year old
Indian player found him-
self in trouble against the
world no.1 in red-hot form.
Erigaisi resigned on move
48 and slipped into further

trouble. The second game
was over in 52 moves as
Carlsen dashed the Indian
GM’s hopes. Carlsen had
been unstoppable in the
preliminary phase and lost
just one game, resigning
after just two moves
against Hans Niemann and
subsequently dropping a
game to Lev Aronian in the
quarterfinals.

Kolkata, Sep 26 (PTI):

India all-rounder Deepti
Sharma on Monday re-
vealed that Charlie Dean
was warned against back-
ing up multiple times be-
fore she effected a contro-
versial run out of the
England batter in the third
and final ODI.

The dismissal reignited
an intense debate over the
‘spirit of the game’.

“Woh plan tha hum
logon ka, kyunki woh baar
baar... Hum warn bhi kar
chuke the usko. Jo rules
mein hain, jo guidelines
hain, uske according hi
humne kiya

(We had planned this as
she was not paying heed to
our repeated warnings.
We acted according to the
rules and the guidelines,”
Deepti told reporters upon
her arrival here. Reduced

to 118 for nine in their pur-
suit of 170 in the third
ODI, England’s chase was
led by their No 9 batter
Dean who revived their
hopes with her last wicket
partnership with Freya
Davies.

With 17 needed to win,
Dean was run out for 47
with the veteran Indian
off-spinner deciding to clip
the bails during her deliv-
ery stride to put an end to
their 35-run partnership

that gave India 3-0 sweep.
It was also Jhulan
Goswami’s swansong
game. The run-out is cur-
rently listed in the ‘Unfair
Play’ section of the laws
but is set to be moved to
the ‘Run Out’ section at
the start of next month
when an update in the ICC
Playing Conditions comes
into effect. Deepti further
pointed out that they had
informed the umpires be-
fore running out Dean.

Ho Chi Minh City, Sep 26 (PTI):

The Indian men’s foot-
ball team will have its task
cut out when it takes on
Vietnam in the Hung
Thinh Friendly Football
Tournament here on
Tuesday. In their opener
last Saturday, India were
held to a 1-1 draw by lower-
ranked Singapore.

Up against a confident
Vietnan, who blanked
Singapore 4-0 in their first
match, the Blue Tigers
will have to be extremely
focussed.

“It will be a very differ-
ent game against a much
stronger opponent, so our
approach will also change
accordingly,” said India
head coach Igor Stimac
said on the eve of the
match. “We need to be
more focused, especially

on vertical football and
quick transition. “At the
same time, we must main-
tain focus on our defence
as well. They pose a real
threat from long range
shots, and from their
crosses, and we need to be
able to deal with that,”
said Stimac.

The India head coach
has also closely followed
the match between
Vietnam and Singapore,
and believes that their
Tuesday’s opponents are
an organised unit. “I’ve
watched their first match
against Singapore and
they (Vietnam) are a very
disciplined side,” said
Stimac. “They have also
had enough time after the
first game for recovery,
while we need to see how
many of our boys will be
available and fit to play.”

Guwahati, Sep 26 (PTI):

The Assam Cricket
Association has put in
place elaborate arrange-
ments to minimise time-
loss in the event of rain,
including importing
pitch covers, for the T20
International between
India and South Africa
on October 2, a senior of-
ficial said.

The last cricket match
at Barsapara Stadium
here between India and
Sri Lanka in January
2020 was abandoned fol-
lowing heavy rainfall.

“Guwahati had experi-
enced unprecedented
rainfall in the middle of
winter, and that is why
the match in 2020 had to
be eventually called off.

“The weather forecast
for October 2 is clear, but
the weather is not within
the control of anyone.
We have all arrange-
ments in place in case

there is rain on October
2,” ACA secretary
Devajit Saikia told PTI.

The ACA has imported
two “extremely light-
weight” pitch covers
from the US, he said. It
already has around 20
covers at its disposal.

“These imported cov-

ers ensure that water or
moisture does not seep
into the pitch,” Saikia
said.

He said the ground had
been handed over to the
BCCI chief curator on
September 16, and its
staff is now in charge of
the entire field, includ-

ing the pitch.
Saikia said a capacity

crowd is expected for the
India-South Africa en-
counter, with the first
phase of online ticket
sales garnering good re-
sponse.

“The first batch of on-
line tickets has been sold

out. We will open anoth-
er batch on September
26,” he said.

The stadium can ac-
commodate 39,000 peo-
ple, out of which around
8,000 seats are reserved
as complimentary passes
for different agencies,
state bodies, sponsors
and other invitees, the
ACA official said.

Saikia also said addi-
tional measures are
being planned for crowd
management as the
match schedule coin-
cides with the Durga
Puja days and Gandhi
Jayanti.

“Under the instruction
of the chief minister,
ACA has already held
three rounds of talks
with the district admin-
istration, police and
other agencies.

“A traffic plan is being
chalked out to ensure
minimum inconvenience
to the public,” he added.

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI):

Having returned to top-
flight shooting after a
long sabbatical, Olympic
silver medallist Vijay
Kumar feels athletes
could “forget the ABCD of
sport” if they stay away
from action for three-four
years. London Games sil-
ver medallist pistol shoot-
er Kumar, incidentally,
had taken a long break
from shooting to focus on
his career with the police
in Himachal Pradesh. It
included intense academ-
ic training, field training
and border training, tak-
ing up most of his time
and attention.

It was only last year
that he returned to the
sport, hoping to dominate
it one more time.

“Spending time away was
not a big deal since I was
providing job security for
myself. It is not a big deal,
either, starting the sport
from scratch,” he said.

He conceded, though
that muscle memory
built over many years as
a sport shooter was lost
during police training.
“Technique goes for a
toss. If one doesn’t train
and compete for three or

four years, one forgets the
basics, the ABCD of
sport. When you return
at the highest level, you
realise you have all but
forgotten how to play,” he
rued. Kumar has a clear
target in mind for the up-
coming National Games:
emulate his own five-
gold, one-bronze medal
haul during the 2015 edi-
tion in
Thiruvananthapuram.

‘Need to work on my fitness’

India face Vietnam 
test in football tourney

Julius Baer Cup: Indian GM Erigaisi
goes down to Carlsen in final

Deepti on controversial run out

‘We warned her multiple times’

Assam Cricket Association rain-ready’ for India-South Africa T20

T20I Rankings: India go seven points clear of England at top
DDuubbaaii:: India went seven points clear of England at the top of the ICC T20 rankings following their
narrow series win over Australia in Hyderabad. Down 0-1 against the touring Australia, the Rohit
Sharma-led India bounced back in style to level the series in Nagpur before Virat Kohli and
Suryakumar Yadav’s fifties in the deciding rubber on Sunday sealed a 2-1 win. The six-wicket final
over win improved their ranking by one point to 268 points, a seven-point lead over their closest
rival in England in the ICC T20 rankings released on Monday. The upcoming three-match series
against South Africa will give India a chance to consolidate their lead at the top ahead of the
World Cup in Australia. The Proteas occupy third place on the team rankings with 258 points, but
could stake their claim when they in the upcoming series commencing at Thiruvananthapuram on
Wednesday. Incidentally it was Pakistan’s narrow three-run win over England in the fourth game
in Karachi on Sunday that helped India increase their lead. That series remains tied at two games
apiece, with plenty of rankings points still to play for during the final three matches in Lahore.
Pakistan are currently tied with South Africa for third place on the team rankings with 258 points,
but could rise as high as second by winning the remaining three matches against England.
England on the other hand will maintain second place on the rankings should they win one of
those contests. Reigning World Cup champions Australia, who are placed sixth, dropped one point
to 250 following their series loss to India.

Hyderabad, Sep 26 (PTI):
India skipper Rohit
Sharma wants to
give wicketkeeper
batter Dinesh Karthik
more time in the middle
before the team heads
Down Under for the T20
World Cup next month.

India have been alter-
nating between Karthik
and Rishabh Pant in their
playing XI.

While the young keeper
was given the nod ahead of
the veteran player in the
Asia Cup, Karthik was
picked for all three match-
es against Australia.

“I wanted both of these
guys to have a number of
games under their belt be-
fore the World Cup. When
we went to the Asia Cup
both of these guys were in
the fray to play all games,”
Rohit said at the post-

match press conference
after India clinched the
three-match series against
Australia on Sunday.

“But I just feel that
Dinesh needs a little more
game time. He hardly got
to bat (this series). Just
maybe three balls. So
that’s not enough time,”
Rohit added.

Karthik faced seven
balls in total against
Australia, while Pant
played only one game
where he did not get a
chance to bat.

“Pant also needs game
time obviously. But look-
ing at how this series was
it was important for me to
just stick to that consis-
tent batting lineup.”

India take on South
Africa for a three-match
T20I series, starting
Wednesday and Rohit said
Karthik and Pant’s inclu-
sion in the playing xi will
depend upon the situa-
tion.

Want to give Karthik more
game time ahead of WC: Rohit

Hyderabad, Sep 26 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit
Sharma has backed pacers
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Harshal Patel to hit form
ahead of the T20 World
Cup.

Both Bhuvneshwar and
Harshal, who made a
comeback from injury,
leaked runs in the series,
ending with an economy
rate of 12 plus.

“It’s important that we
give him (Bhuvi) that
space because when you
have a guy like him in in
the team and the quality
that he brings, we know
that he’s had more good
days than the bad days in
the last so many years.”

“We’ve been working on
some plans, and hopefully,
we can give him more op-
tions to bowl in the death.

And then he’ll be as good
as he was before,” said
Rohit in the post match
media interaction.

Despite the woeful run,
Rohit said Bhuvneshwar
is not short on confidence.

“I don’t see that he is
short in confidence. It’s
time for us to show that
faith in him and keep

backing his skillset
“From our side, we are
trying to work out what
are the things we can do
because when you’re
bowling in the death you
can’t be predictable. You
need to have options to
bowl on both sides of the
ground and set the field
accordingly.

One forgets ABCD of sport if he is away
from training for 3-4 years: Vijay Kumar

Rohit keeping the faith 
in Bhuvneshwar and Harshal

Hyderabad, Sep 26 (PTI):

Ravindra Jadeja’s ab-
sence from the T20 series
was expected to weaken
India but the hosts found
an able replacement in
“outstanding” Axar Patel,
said Australia coach

Andrew McDonald.
Left-arm spinner Axar,

who was shoed in as a like-
for-like replacement for
the injured Jadeja, im-
pressed everyone with his
bowling, ending as the
leading wicket-taker in the
three-match series.

“Axar, in particular, had
an outstanding series.
With Jaddu out everyone
thought that it might be-
come a bit of a weakness
for India, but they’ve
found another one again,
which tends to happen,”
McDonald said at the post-
match press conference
after India clinched the se-
ries.

The Australian bowling
attack, comprising the
pace duo of Pat Cummins
and Josh Hazlewood, was
taken to the cleaners by
the Indian batters.

Everyone thought Jadeja’s 
absence would weaken India but
Axar was outstanding: McDonald

Jaipur/New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Congress in-charge for
Rajasthan Ajay Maken on
Monday accused MLAs in
the Ashok Gehlot camp of
"indiscipline" and said
their demand setting con-
ditions for a party resolu-
tion on picking the next
chief minister was a "con-
flict of interest".

"In the 75 years of
Congress history, there has
never been a conditional
resolution. Resolution is
one-line only. Everything
is told to the Congress
president and then a deci-
sion is taken," Maken told
reporters here before leav-
ing for New Delhi.

"Resolution should not
have any conflict of inter-

est. Those who are con-
testing elections and to-
morrow become party
president, they get to de-
cide on the resolution and
this is a conflict of inter-
est. So, it is wrong," he
said without naming
Gehlot.

In a related develop-
ment, the Congress high
command has called sen-
ior leader Kamal Nath to
Delhi who is likely to meet
party chief Sonia Gandhi
on Monday, sources said.

The visit of Kamal
Nath, the Madhya
Pradesh Congress chief, to
Delhi comes amid a politi-
cal drama in Rajasthan
over leadership change
following Ashok Gehlot's
announcement that he

would contest the
Congress president polls.

Kamal Nath is known to
have close ties with the
Rajasthan chief minister
and could be asked to bro-
ker a truce, the sources
said. On Sunday night,
Rajasthan ministers
Shanti Dhariwal, Mahesh
Joshi and Pratap Singh
Khachariyawas had met
Maken and another AICC
observer Mallikarjun
Kharge at the Chief
Minister Gehlot's resi-
dence to convey the mes-
sage of the MLAs loyal to
him.

Maken said the delega-
tion put forward three
conditions: A decision on
the selection of chief min-
ister should be taken after

the Congress presidential
election, the chief minis-
ter should be from among
those MLAs who stood
with the government dur-
ing the political crisis in
2020 and not from the Pilot
camp, and the AICC ob-
servers should hold meet-
ings in groups instead of
one-to-one as sought by
the high command.

"We will listen to every-
one. No decision is being
taken. Whatever you will
say will be conveyed to
Delhi... We have directions
to hold one-to-one meet-
ings with MLAs so that
they speak frankly,"
Maken said.

"So, no one should be
worried that their feelings
and thoughts are not

being conveyed. But, they
(delegation of ministers)
insisted that their three
demands should be part of
the resolution," he said.

Maken said he and
Kharge kept waiting for
the MLAs on Sunday
night but they did not
turn up. "So today, we are
returning to New Delhi to
apprise Sonia Gandhi
about the developments,"
he added.

On Monday, Joshi, who
is also Congress' chief
whip in the Rajasthan
Assembly, said the party
MLAs have no objection to
whoever is made the chief
minister, but the final de-
cision of the high com-
mand should be agreeable
to them.

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The Delhi government on
Monday started vaccinat-
ing healthy cattle to prevent
the spread of lumpy skin
disease, which has so far in-
fected 571 animals in the na-
tional capital, officials said.
A total of 275 animals have
recovered from the infec-
tion in Delhi so far, and the
number of active cases
stands at 296.

"We have procured
25,000 doses of goat pox
vaccine from Indian
Immunologicals Limited
and have started vaccinat-
ing healthy cattle in Delhi
today," an official of the
animal husbandry depart-
ment said. These doses

will be administered free
of cost. It will take around
a week to complete the
vaccination drive, he said.
The government will
adopt the ring vaccination
strategy in which healthy
cattle in a five-km radius
of the affected areas will
be inoculated with the
Uttarkashi strain of the
virus, the official said.

Most cases of lumpy skin
disease have been detected
in the southwest Delhi dis-
trict -- in the Goyla dairy
area, Rewla Khanpur area,
Ghumanhera and
Najafgarh. No cattle death
has been reported in the
capital due to the infection
so far. The authorities re-
ported 173 cases of the

lumpy skin disease in the
capital on September 11.
The first case was detected
at the end of August. The
Delhi government has de-
ployed four mobile veteri-
nary clinics and set up 11
rapid response teams to col-
lect samples. Four teams
are creating awareness of
the virus among people.

The city government has
also set up a special control
room with helpline number
8287848586 for queries relat-
ed to the disease. An isola-
tion ward has been set up in
Rewla Khanpur Gau Sadan
in southwest Delhi for stray
cattle suffering from the
lumpy skin disease. The
cow shelter can accommo-
date 4,500 cattle.

Docs seek inclusion of
training as family physicians

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

A group of doctors have
stressed on the importance
of family physicians in the
healthcare ecosystem, say-
ing they can deliver holistic
treatment and prevent un-
necessary burden on sec-
ondary and tertiary hospi-
tals. Members of the
Academy of Family
Physicians of India (AFPI),
which celebrated its foun-
dation day on September
25, called for the inclusion
of training as family physi-
cians in the MBBS course.

They act as single point
of contact for all healthcare

needs of a family and pre-
vent unnecessary burden
on secondary and tertiary
healthcare systems, they
underlined. Dr Raman
Kumar, AFPI national pres-
ident, said, "A family physi-
cian is not only a family
doctor but acts as a guide,
who helps a family in mak-
ing informed healthcare
decisions." AFPI founda-
tion day was attended by
doctors from across India
and experts from various
fields conducted a national
consultation on the manda-
tory inclusion of 'training
as family physician' in the
MBBS course at all Indian
medical colleges in the
background of the COVID-
19. "This AFPI foundation

day was also declared
'National Family Medicine
Day'," Dr Kumar said.

Dr SK Sarin, Director of
Institute of Liver and
Biliary Sciences, New
Delhi, and president,
National Academy of
Medical Sciences (NAMS),
delivered the foundation
day oration. "Family physi-
cians play a pivotal role in
the prevention of diseases
and their complications,"
he said. Director of
Central Government
Health Scheme (CGHS)
Alok Saxena highlighted
the in the country and em-
phasised on its revival and
the integration of family
physicians with the health
system.

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Highlighting the dilapi-
dated condition of the
Ahmedabad-Mumbai Tejas
Express, the IRCTC has
written to the Railways so
that a Vande Bharat rake
can be allocated to run the
corporate train.
Malfunctioning bio-toilets
and LCD screens, and
water leakage in coaches
are some of the issues red-
flagged by the IRCTC since
July in its letters to the
Railway Board and the
Western Railways, the zone
in which the train runs,
urging them to help fix the
same.

"One of the Vande
Bharat rakes be kindly allo-
cated for the corporate

train Tejas Express with a
composition of 16 coaches
," an Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) letter
to the Railway Board and
the Western Railways read.

"This (providing Vande
Bharat train) will not only
put an end to bevy of pas-
senger complaints being re-
ceived especially during
the monsoon season for
rake deficiencies rather it
shall also solve all the woes
of the mechanical depart-
ment both in maintenance
as well as flexibility in
spares management," it
added. A rake is a line of
coupled passenger coaches
or freight wagons or rail-
cars (excluding the locomo-
tive) that typically move to-

gether. The letters also said
that the train was being
maintained on an "ad hoc
basis in a piecemeal way"
which is not benefitting the
premium train service.

"The non-maintenance of
coaches has resulted in de-
teriorating the condition of
the coaches and thereby
tarnishing the brand Tejas
and arising complaints
from passengers travelling
on board," another letter
read. In the latest letter ear-
lier this month, the IRCTC
raised the issue of no sup-
port for the maintenance of
high-end equipment on
board by the original equip-
ment manufacturers
(OEM) after the expiry of
the annual maintenance
contract (AMC). It said the

IRCTC was running the
train despite the "rake
being provided to IRCTC
and the issues of mainte-
nance being faced on are
current basis". "Even the
rake allotted is reportedly a
pilot manufacture of Tejas
rake by RCF (Railway
Coach Factory) which was
not very successful; all sub-
sequent Tejas rakes run-
ning now have been manu-
factured at MCF (Modern
Coach Factory). There is no
OEM support ," it said.

Among other incidents
in the IRCTC-operated
Ahmedabad-Mumbai Tejas
Express referred to in the
letters is the collapse of a
ceiling panel, which oc-
curred twice in the last
year, in which passengers

suffered head injuries.
Other issues highlighted

include recurring deficien-
cies like choked toilets,
leakages from roof, electri-
cal panel faults, faulty info-
tainment systems, non-
functional GPS and faulty
coach entry main doors
which are either not open-
ing or opening on both
sides. The train is main-
tained by the Western
Railway in Ahmedabad.
The latest letter comes in
the wake of a slew of com-
munique from the rail PSU
to both the Railway Board
as well as the Western
Railways, asking them to
rethink the timings of the
soon-to-be-launched Vande
Bharat Express between
Ahmedabad and Mumbai.

SC rejects plea against 
demolishing Rane’s bungalow

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Monday dismissed a plea
challenging the Bombay
High Court verdict that di-
rected the Mumbai civic
body to demolish the
unauthorised construc-
tion at Union minister
Narayan Rane's bungalow
in the Juhu area, noting
that there was a violation
of the Floor Space Index
and Coastal Regulation
Zone rules.

The floor space index
(FSI) is the maximum per-
missible floor area that
can be built on a particu-
lar plot or/piece of land.
The plea against the high
court judgement was filed
in the apex court by
Kaalkaa Real Estates Pvt
Ltd, a company owned by
Rane's family.

The petition came up
for hearing before a bench
of Justices S K Kaul and

A S Oka, which refused to
entertain it. On
September 20, the high
court said, "There is no
dispute that the petitioner
has carried out large scale
unauthorised construc-
tion in blatant violation of
the sanctioned plan and
the provisions of law."

The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) had earlier told the
high court that it was
willing to hear the second
application for regulari-
sation of unauthorised
construction at the Juhu
bungalow of Union
Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises
Minister Narayan Rane,
even as the first applica-
tion had been rejected.

The high court had said
if the BMC's stand was
accepted, then any mem-
ber of the public in this
city can first carry out
large-scale unauthorised

construction and then
seek regularisation. The
high court, in its judge-
ment, had said it was "as-
tonished " with this stand
of the BMC.

It said the BMC cannot
be permitted to consider
and allow the second ap-
plication filed by the com-
pany seeking regularisa-
tion of the unauthorised
construction as it would
"encourage wholesale
construction of unautho-
rised structures".

The high court had dis-
missed the petition filed
by Kaalkaa Real Estates
Pvt Ltd seeking direc-
tions to the BMC to decide
their second application
uninfluenced by orders
passed by the civic body
earlier. The BMC had in
June this year rejected
the regularisation appli-
cation, noting there were
violations in the con-
struction.

Maken accuses Gehlot  supporters of ‘indiscipline’

Kottayam (Ker), Sep 25 (PTI): 

As Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Sunday
called for uniting the oppo-
sition, including the
Congress and the Left, to
take on the BJP, the saf-
fron party's chief J P
Nadda targeted them by al-
leging that they were all
"corrupt" and "family par-
ties". Speaking at the inau-
guration of BJP district of-
fice here, Nadda said the
opposition parties were all
state or regional parties
and most of them were
"family parties".

"Today in Haryana,
there is a meeting of oppo-
sition leaders. They have
all gathered together to
celebrate Devi Lal's birth
anniversary. Two things
are common to them. One,
they all are family parties
and two, all are fully neck
deep in corruption. Some
of them are out on bail
and others are accused in

cases. "So you can see the
kind of challenge the BJP
is facing," he said.

In a major step towards
forging a united anti-BJP
front, Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
NCP supremo Sharad
Pawar and other promi-
nent opposition leaders
today called for a new al-

liance that includes the
Congress for the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, stressing that
a bipolar contest will en-
sure the BJP's defeat.

Kumar and RJD presi-
dent Lalu Prasad Yadav
also met Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi this
evening. Nadda further
said that BJP was the only

national party in the coun-
try as other national par-
ties have "shrunk". "There
is no other national party
left except us. All other na-
tional parties have been
reduced to state and re-
gional parties. They have
shrunk. "Even the Indian
National Congress is no
longer a national party. It
is not even an Indian party
anymore. It has become a
bhai-behen, brothers and
sisters, party," he said.

Giving examples of fam-
ily or dynastic parties in
the various states, Nadda
said, "In Jammu and
Kashmir we have PDP and
National Conference, in
Punjab we have
Shiromani Akali Dal con-
trolled by the Badal family,
in Haryana we have the
Chautala family party, in
Uttar Pradesh we have
Samajwadi Party con-
trolled by Mulayam Singh
Yadav and Akhilesh Yadav
family...."

IRCTC for Vande Bharat rake as replacement

RAJASTHAN TURNMOIL
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Nadda On INLD Rally

Devotees during their visit to offer prayers at the Mata Longa Wali Devi Temple on the first day of 'Navratri'
festival, in Amritsar, Monday.

NAVRATRI PRAYERS

Kashmiri fruit growers burn boxes used for packing fruits during their protest at Parimpora wholesale fruit
market in Srinagar, Monday.

FRUIT GROWERS PROTEST

‘Oppn parties are ‘corrupt,’ family-based’

BJP National President JP Nadda during his visit to offer
prayers at the Panachikkadu Dakshina Mookambika
Temple, in Kottayam, Kerala. 

IRCTC offers Durga
Puja special menu

for passengers 

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI):
In a first, passengers travel-
ling in the country's eastern
region will have a chance to
gorge on sumptuous
Bengali cuisine, with the
Indian Railways Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) serving special
Durga Puja menu on board
trains, officials said. The
menu will be available in
around 70 trains passing
through Howrah, Sealdah
and Asansol stations in
West Bengal and Jasidih
Junction in Jharkhand
which have IRCTC's e-cater-
ing facility, they said.
Passengers can call on 1323
to book their meals and get
them delivered to their
seats, officials said. This is
the latest offering from the
Rail PSU, which started its
'Vrat Navratri' special thalis
last year for passengers on
fast during the festival.

Delhi starts vaccination drive to 
curb spread of lumpy skin disease

Travelling in 
eastern region

Ahmd-Mum Tejas coaches in ‘dilapidated’ state

̈ In MBBS course



ILLUMINATED VAISHNO DEVI TEMPLE

Vaishno Devi Bhawan illuminated on the first day of ‘Navratri’ festival at Katra in Reasi district, Monday. 
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Decline
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi on
Sunday said he has
declined the central
government’s offer to be
the next Attorney
General of India.
Rohatgi told PTI that
there was no specific
reason behind his deci-
sion. The Centre had
offered the post of AG
to Rohatgi earlier this
month to succeed K K
Venugopal, 91, 
whose term will end on
September 30.

New party 
MMaauu:: Suheldev Bharatiya
Samaj Party (SBSP)
rebel leaders on Monday
accused party chief Om
Prakash Rajbhar of devi-
ating from the core prin-
ciples of the party and
said that they will float
a new party on Tuesday.
“A ‘mahapanchayat’ has
been convened here on
Tuesday where a new
party will be
announced,” former
national vice-president
of SBSP Mahendra
Rajbhar told 
reporters here.

Injured
AAggaarrttaallaa::  Three
retrenched teachers of
Tripura were injured on
Monday when police used
water cannons to prevent
protestors from breaking
a barricade near Circuit
House here, police said.
Hundreds of terminated
teachers gathered in
front of the Rabindra
Satabarshiki Bhavan here
for participating in the
Bidhansabha
Abhiyan’(march to
Assembly) seeking their
immediate reinstatement
into service.

Encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  An encounter
broke out between mili-
tants and security forces
on Monday in Kulgam dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir, police said.
Security forces launched
a cordon operation in
Batpora village of Kulgam
following information
about the presence of
militants there, a police
official said.

Arrested 
KKoocchhii::  Kerala police on
Monday said they have
arrested Malayalam actor
Sreenath Bhasi for
allegedly hurling abusive
words at a woman jour-
nalist during an inter-
view. The arrest was
recorded after summon-
ing him to the Maradu
police station on the
basis of a complaint 
from a journalist of an
online media.

BRIEF

Artists prepares for 
a performance of ‘Ram

Leela’, at Shriram Bharatiya
Kala Kendra in New Delhi,

Monday. 
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New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

All eyes are on Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi as top
leaders converged at her
10, Janpath residence here
on Monday after a series of
developments in the last 24
hours in Rajasthan, where
a majority of the party
MLAs have rebelled
against Sachin Pilot and
want Ashok Gehlot to con-
tinue as the chief minister.

Party observers
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Ajay Maken, who were
sent to Rajasthan, re-
turned to Delhi on
Monday after a planned
meeting of the Congress
Legislature Party (CLP)
failed to take place. They
met Gandhi at her resi-
dence soon after their re-
turn from Jaipur.

The high drama has also
put a question mark on
whether Gehlot would still
run for the party presi-
dent’s post or someone
else would replace him as
a candidate supported by
the current leadership.
Gehlot has maintained
that the “one man, one
post” formula does not
apply to him as the

Congress presidential poll
is an internal affair.

Maken said they would
submit their report to
Gandhi after which the
party’s further strategy
would be chalked out.

He said he and Kharge
kept waiting for the party
MLAs in Jaipur on
Sunday night but they did
not turn up. “We are re-
turning to New Delhi to
apprise Sonia Gandhi of
the developments,” Maken
said. Senior party leader
and former Madhya

Pradesh chief minister
Kamal Nath is also expect-
ed to reach New Delhi to
meet Gandhi. Nath, who is
the Madhya Pradesh
Congress chief, is known
to have close ties with
Gehlot and could be asked
to broker a truce. AICC
general secretary, organi-
sation K C Venugopal ar-
rived at Gandhi’s resi-
dence to discuss the situa-
tion arising in Rajasthan
after a virtual revolt by a
majority of the party
MLAs.

All eyes on Sonia as Raj Cong crisis simmers

Congress leader Ajay Maken comes out after meeting
Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi, in New Delhi,
Monday.

‘Next CM should be acceptable to us’
Congress’s chief whip in the Rajasthan assembly Mahesh Joshi
on Monday said the party MLAs have no objection to whoever
is made the chief minister, but the final decision of the high-
command should be agreeable to them. Meanwhile, a video
purportedly of a meeting of the Congress MLAs loyal to Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot has surfaced. More like this Minister
Shanti Dhariwal, at whose residence the meeting took place, is
heard saying in the video that the Congress will suffer losses
if Gehlot is removed from the chief minister’s post.

‘Cong workers ready to spill blood’

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot loyalist and state cabi-
net Minister Pratap Khachariyawas on Monday said that the
Congress workers are attempting to save their party and have
to be prepared to “spill blood on the roads” against the
Bharatiya Janata Party which, he alleged, wants to “topple”
the state government. The remarks of the Congress leader
came amid the ongoing political crisis in the state.

Pratap Khachariyawas

Jashpur, Sep 26: 

A 65-year-old woman
was trampled to death by
a wild elephant at a vil-
lage in  Jashpur district
on Monday, a forest offi-
cial said.

The victim Pyari Toppo
came face to face with an
elephant when she
stepped out of her house
in Babu Saajbahar village
under Tapkara forest
range, in the morning,
sub-divisional officer (for-
est) Naveen Nirala said.

The elephant caught
hold of the woman with
its trunk and dragged her
on the street before tram-
pling her to death, he said.

The forest personnel
were alerted and the body
was shifted to a hospital
for post-mortem, he said.

The deceased woman’s
kin was provided an in-
stant relief of Rs 25,000,
while the remaining com-
pensation of Rs 5.75 lakh
will be disbursed once the
necessary formalities are
completed, the official
said. A herd of 14 ele-
phants had recently en-
tered Tapkara range from
neighbouring Odisha and

locals have been alerted,
he added.

Jashpur shares borders
with neighbouring
Odisha and Jharkhand
and the dense forest at
this tri-junction is a
prime habitat of ele-
phants.

Human-elephant con-
flicts in the northern part
of the state had been a
major cause of concern
for the last one decade and
the menace has further
spread to some districts of
the central region.

Incidents of elephant
attacks have been report-
ed in Surguja, Raigarh,
Korba, Surajpur,
Gariaband, Jashpur and
Balrampur districts.

Elderly woman trampled
to death by wild tusker

About the incident
The victim Pyari Toppo came
face to face with an elephant
when she stepped out of her
house in Babu Saajbahar vil-
lage under Tapkara forest
range, on Monday morning.
The elephant caught hold of
the woman with its trunk
and dragged her on the
street before trampling her
to death.

Shimla, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Seven tourists were
killed and 10 sustained in-
juries when a tempo trav-
eller fell into a gorge in
Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu
district, officials said on
Monday. President
Droupadi Murmu,
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur
and Union minister
Anurag Thakur, who hails
from the state, expressed
grief over the accident
that took place at 8:30 pm
on Sunday near Ghiyaghi
in Banjar subdivision.
Five tourists died on the
spot while two others suc-
cumbed to injuries at the

hospital, the officials said.
The deceased were identi-
fied as Rishab Raj,
Anshika Jain, Aditya and
Ananmaya from Uttar
Pradesh, and Saurabh,
Priyanka Gupta and Kiran
from Delhi, Kullu
Superintendent of Police
Gurdev Sharma said.

Officials had earlier said
three of the dead were
from IIT Varanasi.
However, it was clarified
later that they were among
the injured. Rahul
Goswami, Kshitija
Agarwal, Priyapal, Ishan
Gupta from Haryana, driv-
er Ajay Chauhan, Abhinav

Singh, Nishtha Badoni
from Uttar Pradesh,
Rushav from New Delhi,
Lakshaya from Rajasthan
and Jai Aggarwal from
Madhya Pradesh are those
injured, he said.

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Monday sought responses
from the Centre and the
Tamil Nadu government
on a plea filed by Nalini
Sriharan, serving life sen-
tence in the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case, seeking
premature release. A bench
of Justices B R Gavai and B
V Nagarathna issued no-
tices to the Centre and the
Tamil Nadu government
and sought their replies on
the plea. The top court also
issued notices on the plea
filed by R P Ravichandran,
who is also a convict in the
case. Nalini has challenged
the June 17 order of the

Madras High Court, which
rejected her plea for early
release, and cited the apex
court judgement ordering
the release of co-convict A
G Perarivalan. The high
court had on June 17 reject-
ed the petitions of Sriharan
and Ravichandran, both
convicted in former prime
minister Rajiv Gandhi as-
sassination case, to order
their release without even
the consent of the state’s

governor. The high courts
do not have the power
under Article 226 of the
Constitution to do so, un-
like the Supreme Court
which enjoyed the special
power under Article 142,
the high court had said
while rejecting their pleas.

Invoking its extraordi-
nary power under Article
142 of the Constitution, the
top court had on May 18 or-
dered the release of
Perarivalan, who had
served over 30 years in jail,
and said the Tamil Nadu
governor ought not to have
sent the “binding” advice
made by the state cabinet
for his release to the presi-
dent.

Jammu, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Launching his
Democratic Azad Party
here on Monday, former
Congress leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad said he will not
make the restoration of
Article 370 an election
issue in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Issues of roads, water
supply and price rise are
meant for elections. “I
don’t stop anybody from
making any thing an elec-
tion issue.

I have a lot of things,
why should I make it an
election issue,” he asked.
Replying to a question

about Kashmir-centric
parties, particularly the
PDP, criticising his re-
marks on Article 370, Azad
said, “You just check
Parliament records of who
has spoken or who has not
(on Article 370). Get the

record of Parliament on
any one’s name. But my
take is simple that I don’t
use such issues for elec-
tions.”

Azad was addressing a
press conference here
after launching his party.

M e d i n i n a g a r
(Jharkhand), Sep 26 (PTI):
A three months pregnant
woman was allegedly
raped by six men in front
of her husband in
Jharkhand’s Palamu dis-
trict, police said on
Monday. Police said that all
the six accused have been
arrested. The incident took
place near Bakoria
Bhaluahi Valley in
Satbarwa area, Palamu
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Chandan Kumar
Sinha told PTI.

The 22-year-old woman,
following a quarrel at her
in-laws’ residence in Patan
area of Palamu district,
left for her father’s house

35 km away in Manika
area in adjoining Latehar
district by foot on Saturday
morning. Her husband
and one of his relatives left
on a motorcycle to look for
the woman and found her
walking along National
Highway 39 close to
Manika around 8 PM.

According to the state-
ment given to the police by
the woman’s husband, as
he was persuading her to
return home; six men
came on motorcycles, se-
verely thrashed him and
his relative, took his wife
to a nearby location, where
he could see and hear
them, and took turns to
rape her. The survivor’s
husband claimed that he
knew two of the six ac-

cused by face. He was se-
verely injured and his rela-
tive fell unconscious after
the thrashing.

By the time he managed
to reach the crime spot, the
accused were trying to
take his wife to another lo-
cation on a motorcycle.

However, that motorcy-
cle collided with an incom-
ing four-wheeler and the
woman started shouting
for help. Hearing her cries,
local villagers came to her
rescue and nabbed two of
the accused and handed
them over to the police,
while the rest managed to
escape. “Two of the ac-
cused were formally ar-
rested on Sunday, while
four others were nabbed
on Monday,” the SP said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  2266  ((PPTTII))::

Passport applicants will now
be able to apply for police
clearance certificates (PCCs)
at all online post office pass-
port seva kendras, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said
on Monday. The MEA is the
nodal ministry for the issuance
of passports.

The PCCs are a pre-requisite
for the issuance of passports to
the applicants. Often, the
issuance of the PCCs by the
local police takes time that
results in a delay in the grant of
passports. “To address the
unanticipated surge in demand
for Police Clearance
Certificates (PCCs), the min-
istry has decided to include the

facility to apply for PCC servic-
es at all online Post Office
Passport Seva Kendras
(POPSKs) across India, start-
ing from September 28,” the
MEA said in a statement.

HHuubbbbaallllii  ((KK’’ttaakkaa)),,  SSeepp  2266  ((PPTTII))::  
President Droupadi Murmu on
Monday called upon country-
men to resolve for making
India fully developed and
“Aatmanirbhar” (self-reliant)
by the time the nation cele-
brates centenary year of its
independence.

The President was address-
ing at a felicitation function
Poura Sanmana’ (civic honour)
organised by the Hubli-
Dharwad Municipal
Corporation in her honour. She
recollected the contribution of
several prominent figures from
the region to the field of spiri-
tuality, literature, music, arts,
and education. “The whole
country is celebrating Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav (75 years of
Independence), this celebra-

tion will be incomplete without
paying respects to and remem-
bering our great freedom fight-
ers, who laid down their lives
for the freedom of the mother-
land. I pay my respects to
them,” Murmu said.

RAJIV GANDHI ASSASSINATION CASE FATAL MISHAP

Seven killed as vehicle falls into gorge 

Mangled remains of a vehicle that met with an accident at
Banjar on the Aut-Luhri highway, in Kullu district, Monday.

 In Kullu Prez, CM  mourn
loss of lives

President Droupadi Murmu,
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur and
Union minister Anurag Thakur,
who hails from the state,
expressed grief over the acci-
dent that took place at 8:30 pm
on Sunday near Ghiyaghi in
Banjar subdivision. “I am deeply
saddened by the news of the
death of many people, including
students, in a road accident in
Kullu, Himachal Pradesh. 

Ghulam Nabi Azad launches
Democratic Azad Party 

Former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Ghulam Nabi
Azad addresses a press conference, in Jammu, Monday

 In J&K

‘Let’s resolve to make India
‘Aatmanirbhar’ by 2047’

President Droupadi Murmu
wearing a Mysore ‘peta’ with

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai during the
inauguration of the Mysuru

Dasara Festival, at Chamundi
Hills in Mysuru, Monday.

HEINOUS CRIME

Pregnant woman ‘gangraped’ in front of husband
 Six arrested

Passport applicants 
can apply online 
For police clearance certificates

Relief to applicants
The Police Clearance Certificates
(PCCs) are a pre-requisite for the
issuance of passports to the
applicants. Often, the issuance of
the PCCs by the local police takes
time that results in a delay in the
grant of passports.To address the
unanticipated surge in demand
for Police Clearance Certificates
(PCCs), the ministry has decided
to include the facility to apply for
PCC services at all online Post
Office Passport Seva Kendras
(POPSKs) across India, starting
from September 28.

SC notice to Centre, TN on Nalini’s 
plea seeking premature release

Former corporator held
for attempt to murder

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2266:: Utai Police arrest-
ed two persons on charges of at-
tempt to murder. The prime ac-
cused is a former corporator.
Following an argument, he had
attacked an ex-army man with a
knife. Police have seized the
weapon and the bike used in the
crime. Utai Police Station had
received information that a per-
son in village Dundera was at-
tacked with a sharp knife. 

The injured has been admit-
ted to Sector 09 Hospital. Team
of Utai Police Station immedi-
ately reached the hospital and
the statement of fatally injured
victim Tikam Lal Sahu (38) son
of Late Sudama Ram Sahu was
recorded in the presence of the
executive magistrate.

Taking the matter into serious
cognizance, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallav and Additional
Superintendent of Police (Rural)
Anant Sahu directed the Newai
Police Station to ensure immedi-
ate arrest of the accused. 

On the instructions of SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Rathore, Utai
Police Station team led by
Inspector Navi Monika Pandey
conducted crime scene investi-
gation and recorded statements

of the eye witnesses. Later the
accused Sanju Sahu was arrest-
ed from Raipur.

The accused Sanju Sahu con-
fessed to the crime and dis-
closed in his statement that a
meeting was held in village
Dundera on Sep 23 evening in
connection with the celebration
of the upcoming Dussehra festi-
val. During the meeting, 

Tikam Lal Sahu argued with
Sanju Sahu repeatedly. Later,
Sanju collected a knife from his
house and in a fit of rage at-
tacked Tikam Sahu on chest, ab-
domen and legs. After commit-
ting the crime, he fled with his
friend Chova Ram Sahu on a
bike. They reached Kumhari
where he bought a T-shirt and
changed his clothes in the wash
room of a petrol pump. 

Then they escaped to
Bhathagaon, Raipur. Inspector
Navi Manika Pandey (SHO,
Utai), Sub-Inspector Kundan Lal
Gaur, ASI Rajkumar Deshmukh,
ASI Ashwani, ASI Sheikh, Head
Constable Roman Sonwani,
Constables Rajkumar Chandra,
Vikrant Yadu, Akash Tiwari,
Dushyant Lehre, Vijay Kurre,
Mukesh Yadav, Shikhar Bhatt
played a vital role in arresting
the accused.

World Pharmacy Day 
celebrated at Sanjay Rungta

Group of Institutions

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2266:: On the Occasion
of World Pharmacy Day, Rungta
Institute of Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences and
Research run under the aegis of
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions, organised a two-day
celebration. The program started
with the inaugural function,
presided by Guest of Honour Dr
Shekhar Verma, Professor and
Deputy Registrar, Pt Deen Dayal
University, Ayush, Raipur, Chief
Guest Sanjay Rungta, Chairman,
SRGI, Dr Rajesh Kumar Nema,
Principal and Dr Harish Sharma,
Vice Principal, RIPS, Durg. 

The program started with a
welcome speech by Dr Rajesh
Kumar Nema, Principal. Also,
SRGI Chairman Sanjay Rungta
addressed the gathering and mo-
tivated the students for their fu-
ture. Dr Shekhar Verma high-
lighted the Role and
Responsibilities of Pharmacists
in the Community and also en-
couraged the students to give
their service in Community for
better Public health. SRGI
Campus organised felicitation
ceremony to acknowledge and
applaud the achievements of Dr
Shekhar Verma.

Seema Kashyap, Assistant
Professor detailed about Pharm
Club in which the President, Vice
President, Secretary, Joint
Secretary and Elective members
are selected from SRGI's phar-
macy colleges Rungta Institute
of Pharmaceutical Sciences and
Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences and
Research, Bhilai. 

On the occasion, more than
200 students participated from
Government Higher Secondary
School, Kurud, for Celebration of
Pharmacist Day with undergrad-
uate students in different events
like Technical Session, Pharma
Expo and Hands-on training in
pharma instruments (UV
Spectrophotometer, Multistation
Tablet Punching machine,
Extraction Process etc).

The second day started with
Quiz Competition, E-Poster
Competition, and Culture
Program. The two days of cele-
bration ended with a Prize distri-
bution ceremony and a Vote of
thanks by Dr Harish Sharma,
Vice Principal. Chairman of SRGI
Sanjay Rungta, Director Saket
Rungta and Assistant Director
Mohammad Shajid Ansari con-
gratulated the pharmacy frater-
nity for the successful conduc-
tion of the program.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2266:: In a grand felicita-
tion ceremony organised by the
World Book of Star Records and
Indian Institute of Alternative
Medicine in Kolkata, Dr Sonali
Chakraborty from the city was ho-
noured in the field of social con-
cern along with 101 people from
different regions of India. In the
packed auditorium of a hotel at
Elgin Road, Kolkata Yajna Samrat
Dr Raja Shastri was the chief
guest in this ceremony. Dr Sonali
Chakraborty, founder and direc-
tor of Swayamsiddha, a leading
organization of married women in
Chhattisgarh, was honoured by
Padma Shri Niranjan Goswami
(Meme Artist NSD) and eminent
cine actress Dagarmani Tudu.

Prominent among those pres-
ent were Chandra Kumar Bose
(social worker, politician and
great-grandson of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose), Dilip Maharaj
(Bharat Sevashram Sangh),
Brahmakumari Kanan Behen
(Incharge Eastern Zone Head
Quarter Kolkata), Praveer Roy
(Bengali film director), Hiran

Chatterjee (MLA & Film Actor
West Bengal), Eminent Singer &
Brand Ambassador of World Book
of Star Records Shantashree
Bhattacharya, Dr Chandramohan
Shrivastava (President Lions Club
of Indore Mahanagar Trust), Dr
Anupam Nayak, Dr K Rajan Kaval
and Dipanvita Jana.

The event also included a sem-
inar on the topic "Contribution of
Bengal Culture in the History of
Indian Independence", in which
Sonali Chakraborty told about
her maternal grandfather Ajit
Ranjan Biswas who had worked

under the guidance of Master
Surya Sen in the early stages of
the freedom struggle. She said
that wherever the people of
Bengal live, they are committed
to their culture and will continue
to strive for the security, freedom
and culture of the country. Dr
Sonali Chakraborty gave full
credit of this honour to her hus-
band Sandeep Chakraborty who
is working as General Manager in
Material Management
Department of Bhilai Steel Plant
and all the members of
Swayamsiddha.

BSP gives recognition to Bhilai Ispat Mazdoor Sangh
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 26: Chief
Labour Commissioner
from Central Labour
Ministry, New Delhi has is-
sued instructions to give
recognition to Bhilai Ispat
Mazdoor Sangh (BIMS) for
a period of two years  on
behalf of the Union
Ministry of Labour. The
letter of recognition on be-
half of SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant was given by
Anirban Dasgupta,
Director-Incharge, (Bhilai
Steel Plant) on Monday in
the Director-in-Charge's
Conference hall at Ispat
Bhavan.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director Incharge (Bhilai
Steel Plant), while address-
ing the members of Apex
Committee of BMS, con-
veyed his greetings and
best wishes to them and
assured that communica-
tion between the
Management and the
Union would be improved

further. He urged the
Union to cooperate with
the Management for the
betterment of the Plant.

Dasgupta urged on
adopting safe working
practices, adding that all
the Unions should moti-
vate the regular workers
and contract workers to
get the Booster dose of
Covid 19. He requested
them to work in unison in
every challenge and work
with dedication for the de-
velopment and upliftment
of Bhilai Steel Plant.

Ravi Shankar Singh,
General Secretary on be-

half of BMS, assured the
management of coopera-
tion from the Union and
that BMS would work
within dedication and
commitment following
discipline. We will apprise
the management of em-
ployee's needs from time
to time, he added. We will
bring forth information
on time and apprise about
their legitimate demands.

AK Bhatta, Executive
Director (Materials
Management) Anjani
Kumar, Executive
Director (Works), MM
Gadre, Executive Director

(Personnel &
Administration), Dr AK
Panda, Executive Director
(Finance & Accounts)
Ashok Kumar, Acting,
Executive Director
(Projects), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c
(M & HS, Nisha Soni,
Chief General Manager
(Personnel), Sheeja P
Mathew, General
Manager (Personnel-
Works), JN Thakur,
General Manager
(Industrial Relations and
CLC) and other officials
were present on this occa-
sion. Indramani Mishra,

President BIMS Chenna
Keshavalu , Acting
President, Ravi Shankar
Singh, General Secretary
and members of Apex
Committee of the Union
were present on the occa-
sion.

It is noteworthy that for
the determination of rec-
ognized union in Bhilai
Steel Plant, the member-
ship of unions was veri-
fied on July 30, 2022  under
the supervision of Union
Ministry of Labour, by
the process of Secret
Ballot. The polling details
were sent to the Ministry
by Deputy Labour
Commissioner, Central
Raipur.

After completing the en-
tire process, the Chief
Labour Commissioner,
Central New Delhi, on be-
half of the Union Labour
Ministry, has issued in-
structions to grant recog-
nition to Bhilai Ispat
Shramik Manch (BIMS)
for a period of two years.

Poster of Chhattisgarh
Premier League Cricket
Competition released

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2266::  Committed to
the all round development of
sports and sportspersons in
Chhattisgarh, state govern-
ment is organising new pro-
grams and national level com-
petitions in the state to pro-
mote sports. In this line, for
the second consecutive year,
in collaboration with the
Chhattisgarh government,
professional cricket tourna-
ment "Chhattisgarh Premier
League CPL-T20" is going to
be organised at Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh International

Cricket Stadium Nava Raipur
on the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
Giving information, Praveen
Jain, state president of the or-
ganizer Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee said
that the poster of the compe-
tition was released at the
Chief Minister's residence by
Chaitanya Baghel, son of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav. He also ac-
cepted the ex-officio respon-
sibility of the patron post.
Along with this, State Vice
President Alok Thakur Durg,
(Rural) District President
Mohd Rizwan, Congress
Sports Cell Bhilai City District
President Sumit Singh, in-
formed that applications from
the corporate world for spon-

sorship was open till
September 26 and the last
date for registration of play-
ers is September 30, 2022.
From November 5, a camp will
be organized for the players
at Riyaz Ground, Chhedikhedi,
Raipur, where various level
competitions will be organ-
ized among the selected play-
ers by taking trials of the play-
ers. On the basis of perform-
ance, on December 04, the se-
lected players will be divided
into 8 teams of Durg, Bhilai,
Rajnandgaon, Bastar, Raipur,
Bilaspur, Korba and Surguja
through auction. Thereafter
the teams will participate in
the CPL -T20 Chhattisgarh
Premiere League cricket com-
petition to be organised from
December 10, 2022 to January
15, 2023.

Over 75 involved in online 
betting nabbed in six days

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 26: In a signif-
icant operation, Durg
Police has arrested more
than 75 ruffians involved
in operations of online bet-
ting, Mahadev Book, etc in
the last six days. Rs 73009
cash, mobile phones, calcu-
lators, laptops and betting
records were recovered
from the possession of the
accused. This operation is
being jointly conducted by
Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit (ACCU) and teams of
Bhilai Nagar, Newai,
Supela, Vaishali Nagar,
Chhwani, Jamul, Old
Bhilai, Khursipar, Durg,
Mohan Nagar, Pulgaon
and Utai Police Stations.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they have
taken effective action to
curb the illegal activities
of online cricket betting,
online betting and satta-
patti in the district. Police
are maintaining vigil on
the activities of suspects
and the network of inform-

ers has been activated.
During September 20 to 26,
Police arrested 75 persons
involved in this illegal ac-
tivity. 04 have been arrest-
ed in Bhilai Nagar, 07 in
Newai, 02 from Supela, 01
from Vaishali Nagar, 07
from Chhawani, 08 from
Jamul, 08 from Old Bhilai,
06 from Khursipar, 24 from
Durg, 04 from Mohan
Nagar, 02 from Pulgaon
and 02 ruffians involved in
online betting have been
arrested from Utai area.
The special operation will
continue in future as well.

On Monday, Police ar-

rested 24 people involved
in operations of Mahadev
Book Online betting.
Police were maintaining
continuous vigil on the ac-
tivities of suspects. In this
sequel, they received a tip
off that some ruffians in-
volved in Mahadev Book
Online Betting were try-
ing to flee to Chennai.
Police team immediately
swung into action and the
accused were taken into
custody. The arrested ac-
cused are identified as
Waheed Khan of
Banspara Durg, Sandeep
Yadav of Shivpara Durg,

Rinku Sen of Hatri Bazar
Durg, Rohit Kumar of
Titurdih Durg, Vivek
Madame of Om Nagar
Urla, Sanjay Chaudhary of
Zone 01 Khursipar,
Mukesh Sharma of
Shankar Nagar
Chhawani, Rajkumar
Nishad of Chhawani
Basti, Lalit Mahilang of
Shankar Nagar
Chhawani, Sanjay Patwa
of Camp 02, Sunil Prasad
of Rajiv Nagar Chhawani,
Govind Vishwakarma of
Gautam Nagar Khursipar,
Rinku Gupta of Rajiv
Nagar Jamul, Abhilash

Choudhary of Camp 02
Bhilai, Vijay Deshlehare of
Bajrangpara Jamul,
Kewal Joshi of Labour
Camp Jamul, Abhishek
Kumar Prasad of Zone -02
Khursipar, Rahul
Chauhan of Power House
Bhilai, Sanjay Giri of
Maya Nagar Ruabandha,
Deepak Kumar of
Adarshpara Tanki
Maroda, Gautam Pal of
Station Maroda Newai,
Shimas Siqqhiqui of
Bajrang Chowk Tanki
Maroda, Saurabh Kotare
of Azad Chowk
Ruabandha Basti and Raj
Bandhe of Pragati Nagar
Risali. During prelimi-
nary interrogation, they
tried to mislead but later
they confessed involve-
ment in online betting
rackets. Police seized Rs
20320 cash, betting
records, calculator etc
from the possession of the
accused. Further legal ac-
tion is being taken against
the detained persons from
Police Stations Chhawani,
Jamul, Mohan Nagar,
Durg, Newai, Bhilai
Nagar, Old Bhilai and
Khursipar.
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p 24 bookies arrested
on Monday

p Last date for 
registration of players
till 30 September

Dr Sonali Chakraborty conferred 
with ‘Bang Gaurav Samman’

Chief Minister attends Agrasen
Jayanti celebrations in Sector 6

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 26: The task
of the government is to
create an environment
free of fear for every citi-
zen including the traders.
Some traders from Bhilai
had complained against
some police officers who
were putting undue pres-
sure on them. When mer-
its were found in the alle-
gations, immediate ac-
tion was taken against
the officer, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel while addressing
Agrasen Jayanti celebra-
tions in Agrasen Bhavan,
Sector 6 on Monday.

In his address, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel exchanged
Agrasen Jayanti greet-
ings with the members of
Agrawal Samaj.
Referring to the contribu-
tion of Maharaja
Agrasen, CM said that he
used to lay emphasis on
trade and construction.
The ancestors of
Agrawals had the respon-
sibility of looking after
the supplies of Pandavas
in the battle of
Kurukshetra. Gandhiji
was also from this Samaj
and he spent his whole
life with truth and non-
violence. CM asked the
members of Samaj to do

business without fear. If
anyone creates undue
troubles, the government
will take action.

The Chief Minister
said that people from the
business community had
approached him and
asked that he did some-
thing for all classes but
what was done for
traders? CM said that he
explained to the traders
that when money comes
to the farmer in the vil-
lage, the farmers visit the
market and spend money
in purchasing. In this
manner, the money
comes to the markets and
benefits the traders. The
Chief Minister said that
the instalments of Kisan
Nyay Yojna received by

the farmers from time to
time come in the market
and eventually the
traders also become pros-
perous.

The government has
decided to provide anoth-
er instalment to farmers
on October 15 so that the
farmers also have a good
Diwali. This will benefit
the traders as well. The
Chief Minister said that
people tell him that he
too is a "baniya" because
he promoted the use of
cow dung to produce
many useful items and
created a good market for
these products. Praising
the works done by the
Agrawal Samaj during
the Corona period, the
Chief Minister said that

a large section of the so-
ciety was benefited from
this work.

In his address, MLA
Devendra Yadav said that
the role of Agrawal
Samaj in social service
has been very apprecia-
ble. "I have learned coor-
dination from Agarwal
Samaj", he said. Mayor
Neeraj Pal said that the
manner in which the
Agrawal Samaj served
the Bhilai city during the
Covid period is com-
mendable. MLA Arun
Vora, former MLA
Pradeep Choubey,
Antyavasayi Corporation
Vice President Neeta
Lodhi and other leaders
were present.

Agrasen Jankalyan
Samiti President Bansi
Agrawal, Youth Club
President Madhur
Agrawal, Media I/c
Ashish Agrawal, Dilip
Agrawal, Anil Agrawal,
Jaikishan Agrawal,
Kailash Agrawal, Girish
Bansal, Dinesh Lohia,
Ashish Gupta,
Vishnudutt Singhal,
Anup Bansal,
Ghanshyam Das
Agrawal, Goverdhan
Agrawal, Sharad
Agrawal, Dinesh
Singhal, Vikas Agrawal
and others.dignitaries of
the Samaj were present.
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Route plan, parking fixed
for Road Safety World
Series Cricket tourney

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2266::  The Traffic Police
department has prepared the
route-plan for the sports lovers
for Road Safety World Series
Cricket Tournament to be organ-
ised at Shaheed Vir Narayan
Singh International Cricket stadi-
um from Sep 27 onwards. In this
there is separate route plan and
parking for the sports players and
VIPs. In the same way the pass-
holder  vehicle driver and those
without passes too have a sepa-
rate route and parking facility
near the Stadium.

The cricket match lovers will
have to follow the fixed route in
order to reach the parking lot and
then enter the stadium through
that particular gate. The route
and parking for the visitors com-
ing from Bilaspur- Balodabazar
will reach via Ring Road No. 3 and
enter NH-54 via Mandir Hasoud
and enter Parsada Ground park-
ing via Navagaon turning at P-7,
P-8 and P-9 and then walk all the
way to the Stadium. 

The visitors for the match com-
ing from Durg- Bhilai will come
via NH-53 through Gram
Serikhedi, Naya Raipur turning
and then enter Naya Raipur and
reach parking area via Shri Satya
Sai Sanjeevani hospital and park-
ing at P-5 and ‘Sendh Talab’
Parking at P-6 and then enter the
stadium. 

The vehicles and public coming

from Arang – Mahasamund route
will follow NH-30 and enter the
Naya Raipur via Gram Tuta and
park their vehicle at P-5 near Shri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital
near ‘Sendh Talab’ and at P-6 and
then walk to the stadium. RRooaadd
aanndd    PPaarrkkiinngg  ffoorr  HHeeaavvyy  VVeehhiicclleess::
Gold, Silver, Platinum, Corporate
Box ticket-holders who are having
A, B, C, D pass can go via. Chota
Gole Chowk at Stadium’s turning
and follow to Kaya Bandha
Training to Kotara Bhata Chowk
and reach Sector-4 and park vehi-
cle at Sendh Talab and enter the
stadium. The vehicles coming
from Navagaon can come to
Parsada Stadium turning and park
their vehicle there. The move-
ment of cars and heavy vehicles
without passes is prohibited on
the above route.

FFoolllloowwiinngg  iitteemmss  nnoott  aalllloowweedd
dduurriinngg  mmaattcchheess::

# Any inflammable items like
liquor, cigarettes, tobacco,
‘gutka’, match-box, lighters are
not allowed inside the stadium.

# Water box, tiffin, instru-
ments, table, chairs, hockey stick,
flags, fire-crackers, knives,
swords, scissors, any sharp edged
weapon or any other dangerous
items not allowed.

# Ladies hand bags, paper
bags, glass containers, suitcases,
food products (except for chil-
dren) now allowed.

Teams given sports kit for 36th National Games
Raipur, Sept 26: Director
Sports & Youth Welfare
Shweta Sinha
Shrivastava on Monday
distributed sports kit to
the eligible teams for the
36th National Games
scheduled to begin from
September 29 in Gujarat.

Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association (COA) Senior
Vice President GS
Bhambra, Chef D
Mission for National

Games Atul Shukla and
his Deputy Rupendra

Singh Chouhan were also
present on the occasion. It
is notable that Athletics,
Softball, Judo,
W e i g h t l i f t i n g ,
Badminton, Fencing,
Wusu, Malkhabh Yoga,
Roller Staking, Wrestling,
Squash, Kayaking &
Canoeing, Soft Tennis,
Boxing and Triathlon
teams have qualified from
Chhattisgarh for the 36th
National Games.

Vinod, Dhananjaya from CG register victory

Raipur, Sept 26: Vinod
Kumar Sharma from
Chhattisgarh defeated
Priyanka R Chamin in
third move itself to create
upset in the tournament.
Similarly, S Dhananjaya
from Chhattisgarh defeat-
ed Jinan Jomon to consol-
idate the position in the
points tally.

Ajay Kartikeyan IM

from Tamil Nadu held
draw with Mangolian GM
Batchulan Tasmmed
whereas IM Samed
Jaikumar and Iranian
IGM Tehbaj Arsh agreed
to hold their match draw.
However, the
Chhattisgarh candidate
Master Ravi Kumar had
to face defeated against
the 2358 rank player C
Kundu in a disappointing
note.

Meanwhile, the

Director Sports & Youth
Welfare Shweta Sinha in-
spected the ongoing Chief
Minister Trophy
International Grand
Masters Chess tourna-
ment being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Chess Association
(CPCA) during which the
Association Secretary
Vinod Kumar Rathi and
other office-bearers were
present.

Book launch of Ram Madhav on Sep 28th
Raipur, Sep 26: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh’s
National Executive Member
and former National
General Secretary of
Bharatiya Janata
Party, Shri Ram
Madhav, is coming to
Raipur for the formal
release of his book
‘Partitioned Freedom’.

The said program will be
organized on September 28th
from 5 pm to 7 pm at
Maharaja Agrasen College

Auditorium MAIC, Samta
Colony. After Mr. Madhav’s
address, there will be a discus-

sion with the eminent
audience in the pro-
gram

Ujjwal Deepak,
President of
Chhattisgarh Young
Thinkers Forum, said

that Mr. Madhav’s latest book
is about India’s independence
and the horrors of partition
that came along with it. The
book reveals lesser-known

facts about the Partition, and
likewise unveils untapped as-
pects of modern history to its
readers. The program is being
organized by Chhattisgarh
Young Thinkers Forum
(Chhattisgarh Chapter of
India Foundation). Young
Thinkers Forum is an organi-
zation of youth of the state
through which such intellec-
tual discussions have been or-
ganized. Admission to the
event is free and by invitation
only.

Int’nl conf on Emerging
Application of Nanobiotechnology

Raipur, Sep 26: The
Department of
Biotechnology of National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur organized
International Conference
on Emerging Application
of Nanobiotechnology
(ICEAN 2022) from 26th to
27th September 2022. Dr A
M Rawani, Director NIT
Raipur was the chief pa-
tron of the conference. Dr
Prabhat Diwan, Dean
(Research and
Consultation) NIT Raipur
was the Patron. Dr Lata
Sheo Bachhan Upadhyay,
Head of Department,

Biotechnology was the
Chairman of the event. Dr
Sharda Bharti, Dr
Chinmaya Mahapatra and
Dr Awanish Kumar,
Professors, Biotechnology,
NIT Raipur were the
Secretaries for the event.

The chief guest for the
event Dr A B Soni, Dean
(Faculty Welfare) advised
the researchers to work in
the nanobiotechnology
field.

The guest of honour Dr
Shrish Verma, Dean
(Academics) highlighted
the perks of conference
type events saying that it
helps in creating contacts
and also talked about the
research work done related

to nanobiotechnology in
the Institute in past years.
Dr Prabhat Diwan in-
formed everyone about the
achievements and growth
that the Institute gained in
last 20 years in the field of
biotechnology and shared
his experience to motivate
the students that were
present there. Dr Geeta
Ram, Research Scientist,
New York University was
the keynote speaker for the
event. More than forty re-
search papers were submit-
ted in the two-day confer-
ence covering four major
topics, i.e., drug delivery,
biosensor, agriculture and
tissue engineering related
to nanobiotechnology.

Liquor and hookah in
Raipur cafes, restaurants!

Raipur, Sep 26: Many
cafes and restaurants in
VIP Road and Mana area
of ??Raipur are running
their illegal business in vi-
olation of rules. That
hookah bars and illicit
liquor vends are being run
in the area for a long time
is evident from the action
of Telibandha police sta-
tion and Mana police
team. Hookah is banned in
the entire state and it is il-
legal to serve alcohol with-
out a bar license. But
dozens of bottles of wine,
whiskey and beer were
found at a restaurant in
VIP Road and 4 people
were arrested in this con-
nection.

During raid at Diya Cafe
on VIP Road police found
one Ravi Ahuja, the owner
of the cafe offering
hookah and selling
hookah products. Banned
cigarette packets were also
found near the Cafe.
Similar raid was carried
out at Bed Restaurant and

Burn Restaurant. One
Jitendra Sagar was found
serving liquor to the peo-
ple at Bed Restaurant.
Seven bottles of English
wine and 44 bottles of beer
with total price of around
Rs 13250 were found.
Workers named Amit Hapi
and Anil Mondol in Burn
Restaurant were found to
have 2 wine bottles, 4 bot-
tles of Enligh Wine, 33
beer bottles with total
price of around Rs 17,230.

In fact, the police were
getting complaints about
these places for a long
time, which were raided

on Monday. Now the own-
ers of the burn restaurant
and the bed restaurant are
absconding.

Outside these restau-
rants, it is written on the
board to sell fast food. But
for a long time, they were
doing profiteering by serv-
ing liquor.

According to Raipur
SSP Prashant Agarwal
Raipur Police are continu-
ously checking Dhabas,
Hotels, Restaurants and
Hookah Cafes and legal ac-
tion would be taken
against everyone found
serving hookah or liquor.

City buses hit the roads after two and a half years

Raipur, Sep 26: Nearly
two and a half years after
COVID-19 situation, city
buses have hit the roads in
the city after being flagged
off at the hands of
Collector Sarveshwar
Bhure on Monday. People
will now get the facility to
move in and around the
city by city buses. In the
first phase, 15 buses have
started plying on the roads
and 15 more buses will be
started after 2 days. With
this a total of 30 buses will
start operating in the city
soon.

On the first day of
Navratri, the people of the
city have again got the fa-
cility to travel in the city
buses. Women were given
facility of free travel on
the first day on Monday.
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar had
announced that on the
first day i.e. on Monday, no
woman would be charged
any fare in the city bus.

The city buses of Raipur
will be operated keeping
in mind the road safety
cricket tournament. The
Municipal Corporation is
planning to run a city bus
to the cricket stadium,

Nava Raipur. According to
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar keep-
ing in mind the conven-
ience of the people, buses
would also be run to the
stadium. However, the
Naya Raipur Development
Authority has already an-
nounced to run BRTS bus
from Raipur city to the sta-
dium. With the resump-
tion of city bus operation
in the city people will get
the facility of public trans-
port at a low rate, Dhebar
said.

Mayor Aijaz Dhebar,
MLA Kuldeep Juneja,

Raipur Municipal
Corporation Speaker
Pramod Dubey, Collector
and Raipur Urban

Transport Society
Chairman Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure,
Society’s Vice Chairman

Prashant Agrawal,
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, MIC mem-
ber Ajit Kukreja attended
the inauguration pro-
gramme at Pandri Bus
Depot. RTO Shailabh
Sahu and other senior of-
ficers were also present.

Collector, SSP review law and order

Raipur, Sep 26: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure and SSP Prashant
Agrawal reviewed the law
and order situation in the
district in the Collectorate
meeting hall here today.
They directed the officials
regarding upcoming
events, festivals and dhar-
nas, protests and rallies of

various organizations.
The Collector said that

the Road Safety World
Series cricket tournament
would be held at
International Cricket
Stadium Parsada from
27th September. Two
matches will be played on
27th September, one each
on 28th and 29th
September and the final
match will be played on 1st
October. On 27th
September first match will
be played between Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh
and second match between
England and Australia.
Matches on the first day
will be free for all. The
spectators can watch the
matches without taking a
ticket. He informed that
the family visitors will be
given entry in gate num-

bers- 2, 3, 8, 9 and 10. Apart
from this, visitors without
family can enter from
other gates.

The Collector gave in-
structions regarding the
convenience of the visi-
tors, security arrange-
ments with adequate
lights at the parking lot,
adequate ticket counters,
cleanliness, medical
arrangements, ambu-
lances, fire brigade etc.
Collector Dr Bhure also
discussed with the offi-
cials regarding upcoming
Dussehra and Eid festival.
Officials said that 10 big
Dussehra events would be
organized in different
areas of Raipur city. The
Collector instructed to put
magistrates on duty at all
those places. He also di-
rected the officers while

discussing the Navratri
festival and Garba events.
He said that strict action
should be taken against
those who play DJ after 10
pm. He also instructed to
ensure strict compliance
of the court guidelines
within the prescribed time
and noise limit on normal
days.

The Collector also in-
structed officers to make
sure that any organization
organizes a sit-in demon-
stration or rally with the
permission of the district
administration. He direct-
ed that action should be
taken against dharnas and
rallies organized without
permission as per rules.
Even after permission, he
dharnas and protest-ral-
lies should be organized
peacefully, he emphasized.
The Collector further in-
structed to keep close
watch on anti-social ele-
ments. The meeting was
attended by Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, Additional
District Magistrate NR
Sahu, Additional
Collectors BB Panchbhai
and BC Sahu, ASP City
and ASP Rural, SDM, CSP
and City Magistrate.

‘DIYAS IN MAKING’

Potter is giving final touch to pots high on demand in the ‘Navratri festival’ and others in the offing in the coming month.

Road Safety World
Series Cricket
Tournament at
Parsada Stadium to
be free for specta-
tors today

Family visitors to be
given entry in gate
numbers 2, 3, 8, 9
and 10

 15 buses flagged 
off in 1st phase

# Raipur Railway Station
to Bhansoj via Medical
College Hospital,
Telibandha, Magneto
Mall, Jora, Serikhedi,
Mandir Hasaud,
RITEE College,
Navagaon and Godhi
(3508, 3509)

# Railway Station to
Koushalya Mata Mandir via
Medical College Hospital,
Telibandha, Magneto Mall,
Jora, Serikhedi, Mandir
Hasaudm, Kurud,
Bahnakadi and
Chandrakhuri (3528, 2530,
3531 and 3539)

Bus routes and numbers

Raipur Station to Urla

(3525, 3526 and 3533)
# Raj Talkies to Kherkhunt

via Fafadih, Bhanpuri
Chowk, Rawanbhata,
Dhaneli Siltara, Charoda,
Dharseva and
Pandharbhatta (3549,
3554 and 3557)

# Airport to Durg via
Pachpedi Naka,
Bhatagaon, Tatibandh,
Kumhari, Bhilai-3, Power
House 180, 181, 182, 183,
184 and 185)

# Raipur Station to
Kharora via Fafadih,
Pandri, Saddu, Vidhan
Sabha, Saragaon and
Amity (3511, 3512, 3513,
3514, 3556, 0320 and
0329)

# Railway Station to Silyari
(3518 and 3520)

# Railway Station to
Bhathagaon (3550 and
3548)

Bar displaying fast
food board outside
raided

 Begins at NIT

Chhattisgarh CM
Trophy
International Chess
tournament

PRAYERS TO GODDESS BAMLESHWARI

RRaaiippuurr:: Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel arrived at Dongargarh on the first day of Navratri festival today to visit
Maa Bamleshwari Temple. During the visit, Chief Minister performed customary rituals at the temple and prayed
for the happiness and prosperity of the people of the state. On the occasion, Mr. Baghel extended hearty greetings
of Navratri festival to the people of the state.

Sanket Sahitya Samiti celebrates establishment day
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 26: Sanket
Sahitya Samiti estab-
lished on September 11,
1981 observed its 41st es-
tablishment day at Bais
Bhavan here in presence
of RSU VC Professor
Kesari Lal Sharma as
chief guest. Linguist and
litterateur Dr
Chittaranjan Kar, senior
litterateur Amarnath
Tyagi, Baldau Ram Sahu
and Dr Sudhir Verma
were present as special
guests. After formal light-
ing of lamp and worship
of Goddess Saraswati, Dr
Vanik Verma president

and founder of the samiti
threw light on the jour-
ney of Sanket Sahitya
Samiti in the past 41
years and also unfolded
its future plans. Chief
Guest  Professor Kesari
Lal Sharma congratulat-
ed the samiti for its jour-
ney of 41 years and
termed it as a workshop
to nurture talents. On
this occasion BBP Modi’s
poetic collection
‘Damini’ was released at
the hands of guests. Vote
of thanks at the end was
proposed by senior the-
atre artist and former
DGM (PR) CSEB Vijay
Mishra.

Helpage India vaccinates Half Way Home inmates
Raipur, Sep 26: Helpage
India Raipur, under its
Momentum Routine
I m m u n i s a t i o n
Transformation and
Equity (MRITE) project got
the residents & staff vacci-
nated of the Half Way
Home at Kachna, Shankar
Nagar. Ma Dindeshwari
Shiksha Samity run and af-
filiated under Social
Welfare Department takes
care of Half Way Home
and residents got its first
vaccine dose on September
24. The Half Way Home is a
shelter house for the psy-
chiatric patients who have
been discharged from the
State Mental Hospital
Sendri Bilaspur after opti-
mum treatment, but have
not been accepted by their
families due to varied rea-
sons. Such shelter homes
are run by NGOs and aided
by the Social Welfare Dept.
Govt. of CG. ‘HelpAge
India’s main focus is to
identify most vulnerable
people or pockets and assist
District Administration for
quick vaccination’ - said,
Subhankar Biswas, State
Head (CG) of HelpAge
India. The home was of one
such most vulnerable resi-
dents.

In Raipur, there is one
such. Narottam Sahu vol-
unteer of HelpAge came
across the information
about this Half Way Home
as a part of identify vulner-
able population in the city.
The residents belong to var-
ious socio- cultural and eco-
nomic conditions but re-
main united in the sad fact
that almost all of them
have been abandoned by
their immediate families,
making them some of the
most vulnerable citizens of
the state, who have fallen
off the crevices of main-
stream society. In their pre-
vious life some of them
were painter, student union
leaders, farmers, teachers,
sons, brothers, fathers and
husbands. Now they are

just roll calls and benefici-
aries.

The fact that none of
these residents have a valid
identity card, like Adhaar
Card, PAN card, License or
Election card makes it al-
most impossible to track
their medical records. As a
result, there was no record
of their previous vaccina-
tions.

Thanks to Zone
Supervisor - Maneesh
Baghel’s initiative in re-
questing District
Immunisation Officer - Dr
Pranav Verma for permis-
sion to hold a Special
Vaccination session at the
Home. The credentials of
the residents were created
under the name of Home
Superintendent.

Once their identities
were confirmed, with the
consent of DIO Dr Verma,
Baghel arranged for
Covaxin and Covishield
vaccinations from
Rajatalab and the registra-
tions were done.

As many as forty five res-
idents from the age group
of 25 to 75 were vaccinated
with First Dose of Covaxin
and Covishield. 31 benefici-
aries received Covaxin
doses, while 15 were admin-
istered with Covishield. 2
staff of the shelter home
were also vaccinated.

Owing to some health is-
sues, a few the residents
had to be quarantined and
queued up in the open to
help the vaccinator inocu-
late them.

‘This was quite challeng-
ing since, residents were of
special segment while the
staff of the Home appeared
nervous around them when
the team of Vaccination ar-
rived’ - said Surabhi Singh,
State Programme Officer
(MRITE), HelpAge India.

Superintendent Half
Way Home thanked the
Vaccination & Helpage
India team for the effort in
vaccinating these vulnera-
ble residents.Toppers of NEET & JEE  - 2022 felicitated 

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2266::  A victory celebra-
tion was organised by ALLEN
Career Institute, Raipur on
September 24th, 2022 at Hotel
Babylon Capital, V.I.P. Square,
Opposite Currency Tower, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh to felicitate the
achievers of NEET (UG) & JEE
(Advanced) in the year 2022.
During the occasion, the meritori-
ous students were given prizes and
rewards as token of encourage-
ment.

Senior Vice President, C.R.
Chaudhary, Vice President, Pankaj
Agrawal of Allen Career Institute,
Allen Nagpur Centre Head,
Ashutosh Hisaria, Allen Raipur
Centre Head,  Kunal Singh & facul-
ty members of Allen Raipur were
present and rewarded the meritori-

ous students with cash prizes,
medals, and other gifts.

On this occasion, Senior Vice
President of ALLEN Career
Institute  C.R. Chaudhary said that
honouring the talent has been a
tradition of ALLEN Career Institute.
These students have not only made
their parents and family proud but
have also brought glory to the fac-
ulties and Chhattisgarh. We are
feeling proud to honour such stu-
dents. These students are the

strength for us and their success is
our happiness. Our aim is to work
harder every year to help more and
more students to achieve

success. The event started with
lamp lighting followed by National
Anthem and Ganesh Vandana. The
event witnessed a colourful mix of
cultural & musical performances
on dance numbers and singing by
the students as well as faculty
members also.ebration, the topper
students of JEE-

Lankan President hails Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani as ‘True Brother’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 26: The day
of Sept 25, 2022 will be re-
membered as a historic
day as team Sanjeevani re-
turned home with flying
colours after a successful
child heart surgical
Mission in Sri Lanka.

The 25 members includ-
ing pediatric cardiac sur-
geon, cardiologist, anes-
thetist, nurses, pharma-
cists, OT staff and others
operated on child patients
who had been identified
with cardiac problems in
the newly-built Sri Sathya
Sai Sanjeevani Specialty
Hospital in Kirankulam,
Batticaloa. The medical
team stayed in Sri Lanka
for 40 days. With the
wholehearted co-operation
from Sri Sathya Sai
Karuna Nilayam
Foundation and Ministry
of Health, Govt. of Sri
Lanka, the team set up the
OT, ICU, Wards and other
facilities. They performed
6 open heart surgeries.

The 2 girls and 4 boys were
in the age-group of around
3-15 years. As usual, all
services rendered were
Totally Free of cost to all.

Welcoming back the
team members Dr.
Sreenivas said, “He owes
the success of this Mission
to Sadhguru Madhusudan
Sai. In fact, Sadhguru ex-
tended all possible help to
make it a grand success.
Our work was acknowl-
edged by Ranil
W i c k r e m a s i n g h e ,

President of Sri Lanka.
The Presidential letter of
appreciation reads: “On
behalf of the people of Sri
Lanka; my heartfelt grati-
tude to the team of
International Experts
from Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani, India who
have exhibited the true
meaning of brotherhood
in these challenging
times.”

Senior Paediatric
Cardiac Surgeon Dr.
Ragini Pandey led the

team. She reflected that it
was not only surgery but a
Mission. She narrated the
difficulties faced by the
team in all fronts medical
as well as non-medical.
But they were determined.
She proudly said that this
noble gesture would act as
a milestone in strengthen-
ing the relationship be-
tween Sri Lanka and
India.

Dr. Bal Swarup Sahoo,
Senior Anaesthetist ob-
served that Sri Lankan
Mission taught us how to
convert challenges into op-
portunities. The Team
work yielded the result.

Dr. Ravindra, the young
Cardiologist, opined that
the Mission turned out to
be a boon for him. He
would cherish the memo-
ries for good. The smile
and contentment on the
faces of the Sri Lankan
parents after successful
surgeries was a feast for
the eyes. Further such
missions will be sent in
the months ahead.

Health camp and blood
donation organised

Raipur, Sep 26: The
Union Bank of India,
Regional Office, Raipur, in
assistance with the Care
Health Insurance and
Ram Krishna Care
Hospital organised health
check-up camp and blood
donation camp at Union

Bank’s, Rajbandha
Maidan, here on Sunday.
In this the health check up
of the staff of the Bank
was carried out and blood
donation was also done.

In this camp the
Regional head of Union
Bank Kavita Shrivastava
also donated blood and
gave information in detail
about the benefits of blood
donation and the assis-
tance passed onto the soci-
ety and its people.

Air NCC Cadet to Join
Indian Army as Officer

Raipur, Sep 26: A cadet of
3 CG Air NCC, Raipur has
been selected in the final
merit list to join the Indian
Army in the Officer cadre.
Cadet Syed Kalamuddin
completed his ‘C’ certificate
in 2020 and, after being dedi-
cated towards his aim of
joining the defence forces,
has been finally selected to
join the Officers’ Training
Academy, Chennai, on 01
Oct 2022. A felicitation cere-
mony was organised at NCC
Group HQ, Raipur wherein
the Group Commander,
Brigadier Asish Kumar
Das, VSM, congratulated
the cadets and his parents.

The Group Commander
added, “focus and hard
work towards your dream
never goes in vain and al-
ways produces good re-
sults”. Cadet Kalamuddin
completed his schooling
from Bharat Mata School,
Bilaspur and Graduation
from BIT, Raipur.

During his time in Air
NCC the cadet performed
exceptionally well and par-
ticipated in various nation-
al camps. He is the second
cadet of 3 CG Air NCC, in
the last one year, who has
been selected to join the

armed forces as Officer. The
Commanding Officer, Wing
Commander Rajat Gupta
added, “it is a matter of im-
mense pride for the unit
that our cadets are doing
well and joining the Indian
armed forces, truly living
up to the motto of NCC,
Unity and Discipline”. In
the ceremony, the Deputy
Group Commander, Chief
Training Officer of the unit,
Associate NCC Officer,
Squadron Leader Vijay
Choubey and other cadets of
3 CG Air NCC were also
present.

ACB nabs Asst. Grade-2
officer red-handed

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 26: The ACB
Ambikapur unit nabbed
red-handed Asst. Grade-2
office Project officer
Integrated Child
Development Service
Project Khadgawa –
Ravishankar Khalko on
charges of taking bribe of
Rs 50000 from the client.
He is presently posted in
District Manendragarh-
Chirmiri, Bharatpur dis-
trict Koriya.

The complainant has
lodged a complaint with

ACB Ambikapur unit
that Women Self-Help
Group (WSHG) had pre-
pared material and distri-
bution under ready-to-eat
meal in 2021-22 and its six
month bill was raised to
Rs 9.0 lakh and out of
which payment of Rs 2.50
lakh was made. Butfor re-
maining payment of Rs

6.50 lakh, the Project offi-
cer R Khalko raised de-
mand of Rs 1.50 lakh as
bribe.

It was based upon the
complaint by WSHG, con-
sent was reached to make
payment two payment of
Rs 50000 to the accused.
So the complainant
reached with first install-
ment of Rs 50000 on Sep
26 and the accused R
Khalko was nabbed red-
handed by ACB sleuths.

The accused has been
nabbed under section 7
(K), 23 of Prevention of
Crime 1988 and for taking
legal action he will be pro-
duced in the Court 
shortly.

Baghel appeals to participate
in the QDC survey

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 26:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has appealed to people be-
longing to Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
and Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) to partici-
pate in the survey being
conducted in the state by
the Quantifiable Data
Commission (QDC) for the
census of these sections.

This survey is being
conducted by the com-
mission through the web
portal cgqdc.in. The por-

tal has been opened for
the last time till October
17 as part of the mop-up
round for registration.
Registration for this, can
be done by visiting the
zonal office of Gram
Panchayat, Municipal
Corporation, Nagar
Palika, or Nagar
Panchayat.

Chief Minister Baghel
has appealed to the peo-
ple of the OBC and EWS
category to register
themselves and their
families with the neces-
sary information on the
portal of the Quantitable
Data Commission. A re-
view of the data received
so far has revealed that
many people from both
categories have not par-
ticipated in the survey.
The portal has been
opened till October 17 to
give such people a
chance to participate in
the survey.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  27,  2022

To people belonging
to OBC and EWS
categories

Registration portal
has been opened
for the last time till
Oct 17

While taking bribe
of Rs 50000

Cade Sye
Kalamuddin to joint
Officer’s Training
Institute Chennai

By Union Bank in
Rajbandha
Maidan

National coach of
Indian badminton
team, Gopichand

meets Baghel

Raipur: The Chief
Coach of the Indian
Badminton team,
Gopichand met Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence
office here today.
Talking about the
sports facilities avail-
able in Chhattisgarh,
the Chief Minister hon-
ored Gopichand by pre-
senting him a state
‘gamchha’ and a me-
mento. Sanjay Mishra,
General Secretary,
Badminton Association
of India was also pres-
ent on the occasion.

JLK Rao
Raipur: JLK Rao, R/o
Ekta Nagar, Gudhiyari,

breathed
his last
here on
Monday.
He was
75. He
was hus-
band of
V L
L x m i ,

and father of GVV
Venugopal, GVL
Prabhakar, GVN
Somshekhar. The final
rites will be performed on
Sep 27 at Kota Road crema-
torium and final journey
will leave from his resi-
dence A-21, Ekta Nagar,
Gudhiyari to Kota at 11:00
am.

OBITUARY

 with rewards and
cash prizes

CM to attend the
Tourism Conclave today
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2266:: On occasion
of World Tourism Day, a
Tourism conclave is being
organised to promote and
highlight the accomplish-
ments of the tourism sector
of the state. Chief Minister
Shri Bhupesh Baghel will
attend the Tourism Conclave
on September 27 at 10 am.
This Tourism Conclave is
being organized by
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board
in a private hotel in the cap-
ital Raipur. The Chief
Minister will be the chief
guest of this program. The
program will be presided
over by the Tourism Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu.
Parliamentary Secretary
Chintamani Maharaj, Vikas
Upadhyay, President of
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board
Atal Shrivastava and Vice
President Chitrarekha Sahu
will also attend the event as
special guests.
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Bastar Dussehra festival,
'Kachhangadi Puja' was complet-
ed on the late evening of Sept 25.
After riding 'Kachan Devi' on 8-
year-old Nandini, the bell was
mounted in a swing. The Bastar
Raj family was blessed with a
smooth and prosperous
Dussehra festival. Blessings of
the prosperity of Dussehra festi-
val were also obtained by wor-
shipping Raila Devi in Golebazar.

'Kachan Devi Puja Vidhan' was
organized to celebrate Dussehra
festival in Kachhanguri located
at Bhangaram Chowk. The mem-
bers of the Royal family, the head
priest of the Danteshwari tem-
ple, the Rajguru and the Manjhi-
Mukhiya left in a procession to
reach Kachan Gudi. 

According to tradition, Kachan
Devi was invoked. The goddess
ride on Nandini, who had been

fasting for a week. After this,
Kachan Devi was give a ride on a
swing made of bell of thorns. The
members of Bastar royal family,
Kamalchand Bhanjdev and
Majhi-Chalki sought blessings for
the smooth and prosperous
Dussehra festival. 

After getting the blessings for
Dussehra festival from the
Goddess, the atmosphere res-
onated with the slogans in
favour of 'Kachan Devi and
Danteshwari Mai'. A large num-
ber of devotees had come in
Kachan Gadi Puja ritual. After
the completion of the ritual in
Kachingudi, Raila Devi was wor-

shiped at Golbazar in the city.
According to a legend, Raila Devi
is the princess of the Bastar
royal family. In this legislation
also, members of Bastar royal
family were involved and bless-
ings were obtained from the
Goddess for the prosperity of
Dussehra festival. 

The knowledgeable of the cul-
ture of Bastar informed that the
literal meaning of Kachhangadi
is to provide Gadi i.e. Gaddi seat
to the Goddess. Kachin Devi is
considered to be the Goddess of
battle. According to the belief,
Kachan Devi is mounted on the
unmarried girl of Panka caste.
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Bijapur, Sep 26: After cir-
culation of news of death
of 39 people in remote vil-
lages of Bhairamgarh
block, 20 health workers
and medical team had
walked 14 kms to reach the
village, and are still in the
village, and as many im-
pending reports are yet to
come the administrative
team of MLA Vikram
Shah Mandavi, Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
and SP Anjaneya
Varshney reached Uspari
village on the banks of
Indravati river through
motor cycle, which is a
part of Gram Panchayat
Itampara.

The village Sarpanch,
giving information said
that the people did not die
due to any kind of un-
known disease, one person
died due to snake bite on
5th August, on 19th June a

person committed suicide,
while a 70-year-old man
died at Bedpally on 16
September, a 40-year-old
man died due to other ill-
ness which happened on
22 September. At the same

time, two people died on 16
and 17 September due to
prolonged illness and
stomach pain. An old man
died a natural death on 16
September itself.

Similarly, there have

been three deaths in the
last two months due to TB
and suicide in the village.
Health facilities are being
provided continuously by
the district administration
and health staff by setting

up temporary camps in
the interior areas.

Keeping in view any
kind of infectious and sea-
sonal disease, health facili-
ties are provided by walk-
ing miles away in remote
and remote areas with
promptness.

A few days ago, on the
publication of similar
media news, on 12 and 13
August 2022, health check-
up and treatment of about
165 nearby people was ac-
celerated by setting up a
camp in village Takilod. In
which 9 patients of malar-
ia, 6 anemia, and 7 preg-
nant mothers were tested
and children were vacci-
nated.

Due to heavy rains, the
entire health staff provid-
ed health facilities to the
villagers for 7 days in
these villages, and then
the health staff were res-
cued and brought back by
the Nagarsena team.
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Dongargarh, Sep 26: Due
to the gross negligence of
the engineers and public
representatives of the mu-
nicipality, the old bridge sit-
uated on main road con-
necting the residents of
Ward No 2 and 16 is in
ruins and on getting the ap-
proval of only ? 5 lakh in-
stead of 25 lakh, the ward
councilor had to get anoth-
er construction done from
the approved amount,
thereby leaving the bridge
in the same state.

On this route, adjacent to
the bridge, the temple of
Mother Danteshwari Devi,
established by Raja
Virendra Bahadur Singh,
Virajit Khairagarh as a his-
torical heritage of the city,
is situated, where devotees
keep coming and going

every day. Devotees of the
Goddess arrive in large
numbers during each
Navratri festival to take ad-
vantage of Darshan. The
Bridge, known as Maa
Danteshwari Phool, is very
useful for the residents of
the ward No. 16 and 2 resi-
dents as it's the main route
of commuting and access.
Many times the residents of
the ward have been made

aware of the newly con-
structed culvert to the
Municipal Council
Dongargarh,but till now the
renovation work of this cul-
vert has not even been
done, due to which the citi-
zens residing in the ward,
including the devotees of
the mother, have to face
problems. Councilor Baldev
Yadav and Rajesh Gajbhiye
said that on the demand of

the ward residents, the new
construction of the bridge
funds are being demanded
from the government ad-
ministration for construc-
tion or repair work, be-
cause there is a possibility
of an accident on the dam-
aged bridge and the munici-
pal administration will
have to work towards the
construction of the bridge
with immediate effect.
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Pandaria, Sep 26: The NSS
Foundation Day was ob-
served in the Govt HS
School Kishungarh in
Pandaria block on Sunday.
The programme began with
prayers to Goddess

Saraswati and source of in-
spiration to youth viz.
Sawmi Vivekanand. The
NSS programme officer
Rajesh Pandey gave the wel-
come speech and highlight-
ed on the objectives, founda-
tion and service attitude to-
wards NSS. Bamleshwari
Jaiswal of Class 11th
(Science) read-out poem on
NSS and teacher Paras Ram
Anchal presented a self-

written song. Through the
poem efforts were made to
highlight the importance of
NSS. The chief guest on the
foundation day of NSS was
President Shala Prabandh
Samiti Niranjan
Chandrakar, Principal
Ramkumar Rai, School staff
PR Anchal, Patle, Sahu,
Kanhaiya Tiwari,
Ramnarayan Tiwari and
other NSS workers.
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Dhamdha, Sep 26: A spe-
cial health camp was or-
ganised for the medium
and seriously mal-nour-
ished children and for ane-
mic pregnant women in
Gram Panchayat Kareli,
Dhamdha here on Sunday.
In this the health of 29
children and 19 pregnant
women was examined by
Gynecologist Dr Disha
Thakur and Dr Y Kiran.

The main objective of
this camp was to identify
malnourished children
and provide medical facili-

ty in NRC. A similar camp
will be organised shortly
under guidance of SDM
Brijesh Singh Kahstriya.

In this the Women and

Child Development
Department would carry
out health check-up at sub-
divisional level in 8 sectors
for seriously mal-nour-

ished children and anemic
pregnant women and then
they will be forwarded to
Nutrition Rehabilitation
Centre Ahirwara and
Durg for further medical
advice. The camps in two
sectors with this proce-
dure has been organised
so far and tomorrow it will
be organised in Gram
Bhata Kokdi and Gram
Pachayat Bori.

The objective of the
above programme is to
bring the severely mal-
nourished children to level
of well-nourished through
the 'Suposhan Abhiyan'. In
the Sunday's camp, BMO DP
Thakur, sector supervisor
Neelam and BPT Uday gave
valuable contribution.

TI, forest employees
attacked by encroachers

Central Chronicle News

Surajpur, Sep 26: The en-
croachers are reported to
have attacked the TI
Basant Khalko and forest
employees using 'lathi'
and sticks in Biharpur-
Chandani area on Sunday
afternoon and in this the
TI and many forest em-
ployees suffered head in-
juries. They were immedi-
ately taken to nearby hos-
pital for treatment and are
reported out of danger.

As per information in
this regard, it was on
Sunday afternoon that
forest team along with po-
lice reached Thadpathar
to remove encroachments
and when they reached
out to nab them, the vil-
lagers attacked them with
wooden sticks and had
beaten them on their 

head and back.
No guilty will 
be spared: SP

SP Ramkrishna Sahu in-
formed that strict action

will be taken against those
involved and added that
those with minor injuries
were taken for treatment
and are out of danger.

1091 ‘Jyoti Kalash’ lighted 
in Maa Mahamaya’s temple

Rajim, Sep 26: The num-
ber of 'Jyoti Kalash' in the
'darbar' of Aradhya Devi
of 'Kamal Kshetra' -
Adishakti Goddess
Mahamaya is going to be
increased. On the first day
of 'Sharadiya Navratri'
devotees in large number
lighted 'manokamna jyoti
kalash' in the temple.

On occasion of
'Sharadiya Navratr', 1091

'Jyoti kalash' have been
lighted in 'Maa Mahamaya
Temple' and in the ancient
'Sheetala Mata' temple- 93
'jyoti kalash' have been
lighted. To ensure that the
devotees do not face prob-
lems in coming to the tem-
ple, this year the parking
area has been made at a
distance. It is notable here
that devotees in large
number visit Maa
Mahamaya's temple every
year to offere obeisance
and seek blessings.

Here the devotees are
not only from city and
nearby Gariyaband dis-
trict, but from entire
Chhattisgarh and other re-
gions that devotees come
in large number. Nagar
Panchayat President Rekha
Raju Sonkar on reaching at

the time of light-
ing of 'Jyoti
Kalash', offered
prayers to
' G o d d e s s
Mahamaya' and
sought blessings
for peace and pros-
perity of all.

President Maa
M a h a m a y a
S h e e t a l a
Prabandh Samiti
Shatrghan Sinha,
Sachiv Balmiki
Dheewar in-
formed that due to
Corona pandemic,
the number of
'jyoti kalash' had
reduced drastical-
ly. In the last
'Navratri', around
800 'Jyoti Kalash'
were lighted. But

this eyar there is increase
of 300 'Kalash'.

Maa Mahamaya temple
is centre of sacred place for
the devotees and 'She' show-
ers blessings on all her
devotees. To ensure that the
devotees do not face any
problems, the members of
Arrangement Committee
are making all necessary
arrangements.

In this mainly Patron
Jitendra Sonkar, Fagwa
Nishad, Lileshwar Yadu,
Ashok Shrivastava, Ashok
Sharma, Narayan
Dheewar, Mahesh Yadav,
Lala Sahu, Kamal Sinha,
Pawan Soni, Arvind Yadu,
Rajesh Gupta, Jitu Soni,
Ramkumar Sahu, Bhawani
Shankar Sahu, Bhole Sahu,
Jethu Sahu, Ramesh Sahu
were specially present.
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p And 93 ‘Jyoti Kalash’
in Maa Sheetala
Mata's temple

p Pt. Vijay Mishra
started lighting of
‘Jyoti Kalash’ amidst
rituals and ‘abhijit
muhurat’

While trying to remove encroachments in Thadapathar

Health camp organised for 
malnourished children

p After riding in the
swing of a thorn as
per rituals

p On occasion of NSS
Foundation Day 

p In Gram Kareli,
Dhamdha
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Rajim, Sep 26:
Lokeshwar Sahu, S/o
Ashwini Sahu, a student
of BSc.(III) from NSS
unit of Govt Rajiv
Lochan PG College,
Rajim, has been selected
for the 10-day Adventure
Camp to be organised
from Sep 26 to Oct 5 in
Adventure Camp Manali
2022 in(Solang)
Dharamshala and Pong
Dam Centre.

He will be represent-
ing Pt. RSU as part of
the 20 member team
from three Universities
of Chhattisgarh.
Lokeshwar has been se-
lected for his active par-
ticipation in NSS work-

ing in Gariyaband
District and it is not for
the first time that a can-
didate has been selected.
Earlier Dharamraj
Sahu, Rupesh Sahu and
Nikil Yadav have been
selected for the
Adventur Camp in

Dharamshala (HP) and
Narkanda as well.

On the selection of
Lokeshwar Sahu, head of
institute Dr Sonita
Satsangi, Janbhagidari
President Girish Rajani
Mandi, Mandi President
Ramkumar Goswami,
MLA's rep- RK Sahu,
District organisation
Gariyaband TS Sonwani,
programme officer Dr
Samiksha Chandrakar,
Aakash Baghmare, Prof.
ML Verma, Dr
Govardhan Yadu, Prof.
Yogesh Tarak, NCC offi-
cer Dushyant Dhruva,
Prof. Ghanshyam Yadu
and others have extend-
ed best wishes for
Lokeshwar for the above
camp.

Lokeshwar Sahu selected
for Adventure Camp

To be held in Manali (Solang) from Sep 26-Oct-2

Objectives of NSS 
highlighted through poem

Danteshwari temple culvert dilapidated

MLA Collector and SP reach remote village Uspari 

Kachan Devi, Raila Devi got blessings for prosperity of Bastar

In the Danteshwari temple of
Bastar Dussehra, on the first day
of Ashwani Shukl Paksha Pratima
Tithi from 26 September, along
with Ghatasthapana, the
'Manokamna jyot' will be lit at
11:36 am on the first day of
Sharadiya Navratri. With worship
in the Danteshwari temple at 6
am, the idol of Goddess
Danteshwari will be adorned with
gold jewelery and new clothes,
after a holy bath. With the instal-
lation of the Kalash at 11:36 in
the temple, an Akhad
Manokamna Jyot will be lit.
Today in Bastar Dussehra, anoth-
er important Jogi sithai ceremony

will be completed after 5 pm by taking blessings from Mavli Mata as
per the tradition of the princely state. When Jogi reaches Sirhasar
Bhawan with a sword, a flame will be lit there too. After this, in the pit
made here, he will be seated for penance. The Nag family of Chhote
Aambal is following the tradition of Jogi in this ritual for centuries. After
staying on fast for nine days and worshiping the Goddess, they will wish
for the prosperity of Bastar and fpr the prosperity of Bastar Dussehra.
The historical Bastar Dussehra festival will reach its zenith with the es-
tablishment of the urn and the Jogi sitting. Keeping this in mind, Bastar
Collector Chandan Kumar took stock of the arrangements and security
of Bastar Dussehra festival and he also gave necessary directions to the
officials. Municipal Corporation Commissioner Dinesh Nag was also
present along with the Collector.

Thousands of ‘Jyot’ will be 
lit in Danteshwari temple
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Yamuna flowing above warning mark in Delhi

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The water level in the
Yamuna here breached the
warning mark of 204.5 me-
tres on Monday following
heavy rain in the upper
catchment areas and is ex-
pected to rise further in the
next two days, officials said.
The Delhi flood control
room said the water level at
the Old Delhi Railway
Bridge crossed the warning
mark at 1 am on Monday
and rose to 204.7 by 8 am.
The Central Water
Commission (CWC) predict-

ed that it may increase to
205 metres by 9 pm.

It reported a discharge
rate of 2,95,212 cusecs at 6
am from the Hathnikund
barrage in Haryana, which
is the highest so far this
monsoon season.

The flow rate dipped from
2,57,970 cusecs at 7 am to
2,30,660 cusecs at 11 am and
further to 2,13,900 cusecs by
1 pm.

One cusec is equivalent to
28.32 litres per second.

Normally, the flow rate at
the Hathnikund barrage is
352 cusecs, but the dis-
charge increases after
heavy rainfall in the catch-
ment areas. The water dis-
charged from the barrage

normally takes two to three
days to reach the national
capital. Authorities in Delhi
have not issued a flood alert
yet. Announcements are
being made to caution peo-
ple living in low-lying areas
near the river banks about a
further increase in the
water level, East Delhi
District Magistrate Anil
Banka said. “The water
level is predicted to touch
the 206-metre mark by
Wednesday. A flood alert
will be issued when it cross-
es the danger mark of 205.3
metres,” he said. Incessant
rains have battered parts of
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh and north Uttar
Pradesh over the last few

days. Delhi also recorded a
four-day long rain spell
starting September 21.

The catchment of the
Yamuna river system cov-
ers parts of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Delhi.

The low-lying areas near
the river in Delhi are con-
sidered vulnerable to flood-
ing. They are home to
around 37,000 people.

The Yamuna had
breached the danger mark
of 205.33 metres on August
12, following which around
7,000 people were evacuated
from the low-lying areas
near the river banks.

Flood water inundates powerhouse
of NHPC’s mega project 

North Lakhimpur, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Flood water has entered
the powerhouse of
NHPC’s under-construc-
tion 2,000-MW Subansiri
hydro project along the
A s s a m - A r u n a c h a l
Pradesh border, officials
said on Monday.

A portion of the tempo-
rary guard wall at the
powerhouse collapsed on
Sunday night after seep-
age started due to flooding
of Subansiri river, follow-
ing heavy rain in up-
stream areas in
Arunachal Pradesh, a
company source told PTI.

“This was a temporary
wall, which we would have
removed after completion
of the work at the power-
house. However, the

breach took place prema-
turely,” he said.

The machines of one
unit of the project, touted
to be the biggest hydro-
electric project undertak-
en in India so far, have
been installed, while work
on the second unit was un-
derway when water en-
tered the building.

“We will now have to de-
water the premises. Then,
cleaning will take place as
the floor will be very slur-
ry. Work at the power-
house will be delayed by
four-five months,” another
official said.

He also said that the
damage is recognised as a
threat to the ongoing last
phase of construction
work of the powerhouse.

On Friday, a diversion
tunnel of the project was
damaged due to land-
slides. No one was injured
in the incident, the offi-

cials said.
The company had con-

structed five diversion
tunnels as temporary
measures to divert the
river for construction of
the dam foundation.

However, tunnel 5 was
blocked at the outlet dur-
ing 2020 and tunnel 2 was
blocked near the entry
point on September 16 this
year due to landslides.

In June, one person was
killed and another seri-
ously injured when the
roof of Intact Tunnel 2
collapsed.

The Assam government
in March this year had in-
formed the state assembly
that partial commission-
ing of the ambitious proj-
ect has been further post-
poned till August 2022.

The project is likely to
be completed in August
2023, as per information
on NHPC website.

In December 2020, the
company had set a target
of March 2022 for commis-
sioning the project at
Gerukamukh along the
A s s a m - A r u n a c h a l
Pradesh border.

Construction work of
the project on Subansiri
river was stalled from
December 2011 to October
2019 due to protests by lo-
cals and other groups,
fearing safety and down-
stream impact.

According to a company
estimate in January 2020,
the cost of the mega proj-
ect, which was scheduled
to be commissioned in
December 2012, had esca-
lated to around Rs 20,000
crore from the initial sum
of Rs 6,285 crore.

The Centre had allocat-
ed a total of Rs 11,000
crore as of December 2010
for construction of the
dam.

Eight women, 2 children killed 
as tractor-trolley falls into pond

Lucknow, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Ten people were killed
while 37 were injured
when the tractor-trolley
in which they were travel-
ling overturned and fell
into a pond here on
Monday, a senior district
official said.

Forty-seven people
were travelling in the ve-
hicle which was on its
way to a Durga Devi tem-
ple in Unnaee village for a
‘mundan’ ceremony,
District Magistrate
(Lucknow) Surya Pal
Gangwar said.

Eight women and two
children were killed in
the accident, he said.

An ex gratia payment
of Rs. 4 lakh each is being
extended to the family of
the deceased.

A person with serious
injuries has been admit-
ted to the King George’s
Medical University
(KGMU) hospital while
others undergoing treat-
ment in the Community
Health Centre in Itaunja

are said to be out of dan-
ger, the DM said.

The State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
team which was called to
assist in the search opera-
tions is still present at the
spot to ensure that no-
body is trapped in the
pond, he said.

Investigations are on to
find out the reasons be-
hind the accident and
feedback is also being
taken from the eyewit-
nesses, he said.

Police and administra-
tion are on alert to ensure
that large numbers of
people do not travel espe-
cially on narrow roads as
this increases the risk of
accidents, he said.

The DM along with sen-
ior district and police offi-
cials rushed to the spot
and instructed the con-
cerned officials to ensure
all possible help to the vic-
tims.

He also met the victims
admitted in the CHC
Itaunja and enquired
about their condition.

VHP demands prohibition
of entry to non-Hindus 

Nagpur, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) in
Nagpur on Monday de-
manded that entry to
garba and dandiya events
during Navratri festival
should be allowed only
after checking identity
cards and non-Hindus
should not be permitted at
venues.

The Vidarbha unit of
the Hindu outfit has writ-
ten to the Maharashtra
government and the
Nagpur police commis-
sioner in this regard.

Traditional garba
dance events will be held
during the nine-day festi-
val of goddess Durga that

began on Monday.
The VHP’s Vidarbha re-

gion secretary Govind
Shende in a release said
many garba and dandiya
programmes are organ-
ised in Vidarbha by vari-
ous organisations and
mandals, where girls,
women folk and families
participate in large num-
bers.

Citing that garba and
dandiya were forms wor-
ship and not just enter-
tainment, Shende said
people from other reli-
gions should not be al-
lowed entry at these ven-
ues.

People’s Aadhaar cards
should be checked before
entry and CCTVs should
be installed at venues, as
many anti-social elements
are present during these
events, he said.

ARTIST AT WORK

An artist works to prepare a community Durga Puja pandal on the first day of Durga
Puja festival celebrations, in Kolkata, Monday.

CHARRI YATRA

Members of Shiv Sena Dogra Front along with other devotees take part in the Charri
Yatra for Mata Vaishno Devi shrine, in Jammu, Monday. 

BRIEF

First visit
 New Delhi: NS

Tarkash has made a
port call in Gabon as
part of its ongoing de-
ployment in the Gulf
of Guinea for anti-
piracy patrol, the de-
fence ministry said
here on Monday. This
also marks the “first-
ever visit by any
Indian naval ship to
Gabon”, it said.
“During her stay in
harbour, the ship and
her crew will partici-
pate in official and
professional interac-
tions as well as sports
fixtures,” it said in a
statement.

Unaware
 Thane: Maharashtra

Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on
Monday said he was
unaware of any MLA
or MP joining his fac-
tion but added that
several leaders are in
touch. Shinde, who
was taking part in a
Navratri procession to
welcome the idol of
Goddess Durga in
Thane’s Tembi Naka,
was asked a question
on speculation that
five MLAs and MPs
were poised to join his
group.

Poll
 Bhopal: Polling for 46

local bodies across 18
districts in Madhya
Pradesh will be held
on Tuesday for which
3,397 candidates are in
the fray, an official
said on Monday.
Results will be de-
clared on September
30.

Fire
 Kolkata: An empty

school bus caught fire
near the Taratala
Flyover in the south-
western part of the
city on Monday, a po-
lice officer said.
Several fire tenders
were rushed to the
spot to douse the
flames. The incident
happened at around 2
pm. The fire was
brought under control
after an hour, the offi-
cer said.

President Droupadi
Murmu being received by
Karnataka CM Basavaraj
Bommai and Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot
upon her arrival, in
Mysuru. 

Jabalpur, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh will
deploy drones from
October 1 to monitor
10,000 high voltage elec-
tricity towers to strength-
en the power transmission
system with better check-
ing of defects and inspec-
tion which is so far done
manually, an official said
on Monday.

“This is for the first
time in the country that
drones will be used to
check tall towers for
smooth power supply,” MP
Power Transmission
Company Limited (MPPT-
CL) Managing Director
Sunil Tiwari claimed
while talking to PTI.

Drones will take videos
and close range pictures of
the towers and will come

handy in saving time and
labour as currently, the in-

spection of towers is being
done manually, he said.

Employees climb the
towers to check the equip-
ment and this process is
very time consuming and
laborious. Now, drones
would do this work, he
said.

“Most importantly,
drones will pinpoint a de-
fect in the system. Its
usage will ensure accura-
cy (in identifying a defect)
and strengthen power
transmission,” the official
said. “The benefit of using
the drone technology is
that we can take photo-
graphs and video of the
equipment installed on
the towers closely from all
sides,” he said.

Tiwari said they decid-
ed to deploy drones after
their use for inspection on

an experimental basis for
some months showed en-
couraging results.

The drones will be used
for the inspection of 10,000
out of the 80,000 extra
high voltage power trans-
mission line towers in-
stalled across Madhya
Pradesh from next month,
he said.

“We are taking 10,000
towers in the first phase.
The drone monitoring of
the rest 70,000 towers will
be taken up later,” he said,
adding that the inspection
of towers was done peri-
odically under mainte-
nance work.

“Our engineers are
going to supervise the
drone monitoring of tow-
ers for which a private
firm has been hired,” he
said.

Drones to keep an eye on
power transmission towers

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Monday took a
swipe at the Congress over
the ongoing political crisis
in Rajasthan and said it
should first take a
‘Congress Jodo Yatra’ in-
stead of continuing with
its ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’.

The Arvind Kejriwal-led
party also ridiculed
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and Sachin
Pilot over the ongoing po-
litical drama, saying the
two Congress leaders in
their “struggle for power”
have made “a mockery” of
the people’s mandate.

“On one hand, the
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ of
Congress is in progress,
and on the other, the
MLAs of the party in
Rajasthan are running
‘Vidhayak Todo
Karyakram’ (programme

to divide legislators),”
AAP’s election in-charge
for Rajasthan Vinay
Mishra told PTI.

“Instead of ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’, the Congress
should first take out
‘Congress Jodo Yatra’ (a
march to bring unity in
party),” he added.

In their struggle for
power, the Rajasthan chief
minister and Sachin Pilot
have made a mockery of
the mandate that people of
the state gave to their
party, the AAP leader
charged.

“The entire country is
laughing at them,” he
added.

The Congress in
Rajasthan plunged into a
crisis on Sunday as sever-
al MLAs loyal to Gehlot re-
signed over a possible
move to appoint Sachin
Pilot as Gehlot’s successor,
their rebellion erupting

just ahead of a Congress
Legislature Party meeting.

The political drama con-
tinued on Monday with
MLAs loyal to Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot re-
maining non-committal on
holding a meeting with
Congress observers, who
left for Delhi to apprise the
high command about the
developments.

Sachin Pilot, who is seen
to be the main contender
for the chief minister’s
post if Gehlot is elected
the party’s national presi-
dent, also left for New
Delhi to meet the high
command.

Congress’s chief whip
in the Rajasthan Assembly
Mahesh Joshi on Monday
said the party MLAs have
no objection to whoever is
made the chief minister,
but the final decision of
the high-command should
be agreeable to them.

Take out ‘Congress Jodo Yatra’ first: AAP

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Jawaharlal Nehru
University is planning to
launch the admission por-
tal for the undergraduate
admission 2020 through
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) on
September 27, a varsity of-
ficial said on Monday.

This year the university
is taking admission to its
various programmes
based on scores on the
CUET. “JNU is planning
to launch the JNU portal
for UG admissions by to-
morrow, 27th September
2022,” the official told PTI.

The announcement
comes days after the result
of the debut edition of the
CUET for undergraduate

admissions was declared
by the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

Soon after the result,
the JNU deputy registrar -
Admission, Jagdish
Singh, issued a notice stat-
ing the admission branch
is processing data and de-
tails of candidates provid-
ed by the NTA and portal
will open shortly on its
website.

“Consequent upon the
declaration of CUET UG
2022 by NTA, the admis-
sion branch is processing
data, details of candidates
provided by the NTA and
shall open the portal
shortly on JNU website
for candidates seeking ad-
mission in JNU to fill ap-
plication form by paying
the processing fee,” the
notice dated September 
16 read.

JNU to launch portal for UG
admission through CUET 

The state-run Madhya
Pradesh Power
Transmission Company
Limited (MPPTCL) is going
to deploy drones to monitor
10,000 high voltage towers
in the state beginning
October 1.

 On Sep 27At garba venues 

in Vidarbha

SDRF personnel conduct a rescue and relief operation
after a tractor trolley overturned and fell into a pond, at
Itaunja police station area in Lucknow, Monday.Along Assam-

Arunachal border

 Likely to swell 
further



PAY HIKE

Soldiers scuffle with retired army members as they try to enter to the parliament
building while the legislature was in session discussing the 2022 budget, during a
protest in downtown Beirut, Lebanon, Monday. 
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Islamabad/London, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Ishaq Dar, who is set to
take charge as Pakistan’s fi-
nance minister after the
resignation of Miftah
Ismail, is scheduled to re-
turn to the country along
with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif from
London on Monday, accord-
ing to media reports.

The formal decision to
put 72-year-old Dar in the
driving seat of the cash-
strapped country’s finan-
cial affairs was taken in
during a meeting between
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and his elder broth-
er Nawaz Sharif in London
on Saturday. Both the fi-
nance minister Miftah
Ismail and his successor
Ishaq Dar were present in
the meeting, besides other
leaders of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N). The Prime
Minister in a statement on
Sunday announced the ap-
pointment of Dar, who has

been on self-exile since
2017 after being accused in
a corruption case. Ismail
handed over his resigna-
tion to the elder Sharif,
who is out of politics due
to a conviction in corrup-
tion cases but his deci-
sions are considered bind-
ing on the party. “I worked
to the best of my ability
for four months, and re-
mained loyal to the party
and the country,” Ismail
was quoted as saying by
the PML-N in the state-
ment. Former premier
Sharif appreciated the ef-
forts made by Ismail for
carrying out the responsi-
bilities under the “tough
economic challenges”.

The resignation came
after it was formally decid-
ed in the party meeting
that the crisis-hit country,
also reeling under the im-
pact of the massive floods,
needed a new finance min-
ister and Nawaz Sharif
nominated Dar for the
tough job.

Miftah resigns as Pak
finance minister, Ishaq Dar
to return after 5-year exile

Dhaka, Sep 26 (PTI) 

Bangladeshi authorities
were racing against time
on Monday to find any sur-
vivors of the boat accident
involving Hindu devotees,
even as the death toll in
the incident rose to at least
39, mostly children and
women.

The devotees were head-
ing towards the
Bodeshwari Temple on the
occasion of Mahalaya, the
auspicious start of the
Durga Puja festival, when
the over-crowded boat cap-
sized in the Korotoa River
in the country’s north-
western Panchagarh dis-

trict. “Our rescuers re-
trieved nine more bodies
(overnight)... search is
continuing,” a fire service
official told reporters at
the scene.

Some bodies were found
in a river in Dinajpur. The
bodies had reportedly
washed away due to strong
current, another official
said. Panchagarh
Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Revenue)
Dipankar Roy said that a
total of 39 bodies have
been recovered so far.
Among them, 11 are chil-
dren, 21 are women and 7
are men, the
Bdnews24.com reported.

Media reports quoting rel-
atives said 58 passengers
were missing while offi-
cials earlier said the boat
was believed to be carry-
ing as many as 80 passen-
gers. “The preliminary in-
vestigation shows that the
boat was overcrowded,”
Roy, head of the probe
body, was quoted as saying
by the Dhaka Tribune
newspaper. However, he
also noted that there may
be other reasons behind
why the boat sank, but

that will be revealed after
the committee finishes its
investigation, the paper
said. “The boatman had
asked some people to dis-
embark to ease the weight-
load. But no one listened,”
said Solaiman Ali, the ad-
ministrative chief of the
sub-district. Eyewitnesses
claim that there were
more than 150 passengers
on the boat. Some people
swim back to the river
bank but many remain
missing.

Death toll rises to 39 in boat capsize

Kyiv, Sep 26 (AP) 

After seven months of
war, many Ukrainians fear
even more suffering and
political repression as ref-
erendums orchestrated by
the Kremlin portend
Russia’s imminent annexa-
tion of four occupied re-
gions. Many residents fled
the regions before the so-
called referendums got un-
derway, scared about being
forced to vote or potentially
being conscripted into the
Russian army.

Others described hiding
behind closed doors, hop-
ing to avoid having to an-
swer to armed soldiers

going door-to-door to col-
lect votes. Petro Kobernik,
who left the Russian-held
southern city of Kherson
just before the preordained
voting began on Friday,
said the prospect of living
under Russian law and the
escalating war made him
and others extremely jit-
tery about the future. “The
situation is changing rap-
idly, and people fear that
they will be hurt either by
the Russian military, or
Ukrainian guerrillas and
the advancing Ukrainian
troops,” Kobernik, 31, said
in a telephone interview.

As some Russian offi-
cials brought ballots to

neighbourhoods accompa-
nied by armed police,
Kobernik said his 70-year-
old father shut the door of
his private house in the vil-
lage of Novotroitske part of
Kherson and vowed not to
let anyone in.

The referendums, de-
nounced by Kyiv and its
Western allies as rigged,
are taking place in the
R u s s i a n - c o n t r o l l e d
Luhansk and Kherson re-
gions, and in occupied
areas of the Donetsk and
Zaporizhzhia regions.

They are widely viewed
as a pretext for annexation,
and Russian authorities
are expected to announce
the regions as theirs once
the vote ends on Tuesday.
The Kremlin has used this
tactic before. Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
who began mobilising
more troops for the war
last week, said he’s ready
to use nuclear weapons to
protect territory in a clear
threat to Ukraine to halt its
attempts to reclaim the re-
gions. Putin’s escalating
rhetoric and politically
risky decision to call up as
many as 300,000 army re-
servists comes after
Russians were hastily
forced to retreat from large
swaths of northeastern
Ukraine earlier this
month.

Ukrainians scared by Russia’s
preordained referendums

Islamabad, Sep 26 (PTI) 

Six Pakistan Army
officials, including two
Majors, were killed in a
helicopter crash in
s o u t h w e s t e r n
Balochistan province,
the military said on
Monday, the second
such incident after an-
other military helicop-
ter crashed in the same
province last month.

The crash occurred
near Khost in the
Harnai district of the
province on Sunday
night during a flying
mission, it said.

All the “six personnel
on board, including 2
pilots” were killed in

the crash, the Army
said.

No reason for the
crash was given.

The accident comes
more than a month
after a similar incident
occurred in
Balochistan on August
1 when a Pakistan
Army helicopter
crashed, killing all six
personnel, including a
Lieutenant General, on
board.

The Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR),
the media wing of the
Pakistani military, said
on Monday that 39-year-
old Major Khurram
Shahzad (pilot) and 30-
year-old Major

Muhammad Muneeb
Afzal (pilot) were
among those killed in
the crash.

The funeral prayers
of the six army person-
nel were offered at
Quetta Garrison, ac-
cording to the ISPR.
Balochistan corps com-
mander as well as sen-
ior military and civil of-
ficials attended the fu-
neral. Their bodies are
now being sent to their
native towns where
they will be buried with
full military honours,
the army said.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif said he
was deeply grieved and
prayed for the deceased

and their family mem-
bers. He said the entire
nation shared the grief
of the bereaved.

President Arif Alvi
also expressed grief
over the incident and
extended condolences
to the victims’ families.

Former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party leader
Fawad Chaudhry said
helicopter flying was
getting dangerous in
the country, adding that
it required “engineer-
ing evaluation”.

“Too many crashes [ ]
rest in peace brave-
hearts. All were too
young to die,” he said.

6 Pak Army personnel killed in
helicopter crash in Balochistan

BRIEF

Powerful typhoon
 Manila: Typhoon

Noru blew out of the
northern Philippines
on Monday, leaving
six people dead,
knocking down
power in two entire
provinces, trapping
villagers in floods
and forcing officials
to suspend classes
and government
work in and around
the capital. The most
powerful typhoon to
hit the country this
year slammed ashore
in Burdeos town in
Quezon province be-
fore nightfall on
Sunday then weak-
ened as it barrelled
overnight across the
main Luzon region,
where more than
52,000 people were
moved to emergency
shelters, some
forcibly, officials said.

US midterms
 Atlanta: Outraged

by false allegations of
fraud against a
Georgia elections
employee in 2020,
Amanda Rouser
made a vow as she
listened to the
woman testify before
Congress in June
about the racist
threats and harass-
ment she faced. “I
said that day to my-
self, I’m going to go
work in the polls, and
I’m going to see what
they’re going to do to
me,” Rouser, who
like the targeted em-
ployee is Black, re-
called after stopping
by a recruiting sta-
tion for poll workers
at Atlanta City Hall
on a recent after-
noon. “Try me, be-
cause I’m not scared
of people.”

Kidnap plot
 Brussels: Belgium’s

justice minister re-
mained under protec-
tion on Monday after
four people suspected
of taking part in a
plot by alleged drugs
criminals to kidnap
him were arrested in
the Netherlands.
Vincent Van
Quickenborne said
in a message on so-
cial media that he is
“safe and in good
hands” but will have
to skip some planned
activities in the com-
ing days.

Residents give away
onions and other foods
along a flooded road due
to Typhoon Noru in San
Miguel town, Bulacan
province, Philippines,
Monday.

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, left, gestures
while speaking to Russian President Vladimir Putin during
their meeting in the Bocharov Ruchei residence in the
Black Sea resort of Sochi, Russia, Monday.

Moscow, Sep 26 (AP)

A gunman killed 13 peo-
ple, including seven chil-
dren, and wounded 21
other people in a school in
central Russia on Monday,
authorities said.

Russia’s Investigative
Committee said the shoot-
ing took place in a school
in Izhevsk, a city about 960
kilometres (600 miles) east

of Moscow in the
Udmurtia region. Those
wounded were 14 children
and 7 adults, the
Committee said.

The governor of
Udmurtia, Alexander
Brechalov, said in a video
statement that the still
unidentified gunman shot
himself. The school edu-
cates children between
grades 1 and 11. It has been

evacuated and the area
around it has been cor-
doned off, the governor
said. According to the
Investigative Committee,
the gunman wore a black t-
shirt with “Nazi symbols”.
No other details about the
shooter or his motives have
been released. Izhevsk, a
city of 640,000, is located
west of the Ural mountains
in central Russia.

13 dead in school shooting in Russia
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Jugglery by Cong 
in Rajasthan

Congress is playing jugglery in
Rajasthan which can prove fatal
in the coming assembly elections
as the party had already experi-
enced a bitter such experience in
Panjab where the chief minister
was changed just a few months
before the assembly elections.
Party should keep in mind that a
common man is not interested
whether A is CM or B is CM and
that a poor fellow is interested in
his minimum needs of livelihood.
For example these days due to
lumpy skin disease thousands
and thousands of cows had died
and presently also dying but
these leaders are busy in politics.
Recent example is of Panjab
where the ruling party got
thumping majority but when a
bye election was held in a parlia-
ment seat from where the chief
minister had won  the ruling got
defeated. This shows that public
need service and not empty
promises. Even after contesting
for President of Cong party
Gehlot will remain busy in the
state politics.We are aware that
PM Dev Gowda was very busy in
the state politics and some media
persons call him chief minister of
India and PM of Karnataka. For
the two consecutive terms Cong
had not been able to get enough
seats to get a status of leader of
opposition and Gehlot have to
think twice whether he will be
able to get 55 seats in the parlia-
ment because the party had max-
imum seats from Kerala and
Panjab and in both states there is
no Cong party govt.To be
President of Cong a person must
have a national level approach
and not to remain in state level
approach.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Internet ecosystem
It must be kept in mind that if

the OTT services are asked to ob-
tain licences, just as telecoms
have to, India’s attraction as a
global digital hub may suffer. As
for regulating the apps, there are
enough laws to deal with them.
As such, licensing is not desir-
able, not because these apps de-
serve special treatment, but be-
cause allowing an Internet
ecosystem to flourish is in India’s
economic interest. If the draft
says that state agencies will have
wide powers to intercept mes-
sages for national security, will
these be different from those al-
ready in place? If so, what will
happen to personal privacy and
what are the guardrails?

MMSS  KKhhookkhhaarr,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Khalistan issue 
If Sikhs in Canada do not sup-

port it, why haven’t they come
out against it? This issue erupts
every now and then in Canada
and the UK. Some areas in those
countries have large Sikh pres-
ence. Why don’t they demand
Khalistan there if they want one?
The Khalistan issue in Punjab is
long dead and it is pointless rais-
ing it. Sikhs hold a place of pride
in India. They have held many top
positions, like the President of
India and IAF Chief. Punjab is a
border state with an unfriendly
neighbour. If by any quirk of fate,
Khalistan does become a reality,
it will be run over by Pakistan the
very next day. Also, Canada’s atti-
tude on anti-India activities is dis-
mal. It should curb such activities
swiftly. At the same time, India
seems to have overreacted by is-
suing an advisory to those travel-
ling to Canada.

WWGG  CCDDRR  CCLL  SSeehhggaall  ((RReettdd)),,
JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  27,  2022

Devotees participate in a religious procession to install an idol of Goddess Sharada at Kudroli Sri Gokarnanatheshwara
Temple on the first day of 'Navratri' festival, in Mangaluru, Monday, Sept. 26.

NAVRATRI FESTIVAL
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W ith several agencies cutting the GDP growth fore-
cast to 7 per cent and lower, the Union finance min-

istry is in a dilemma whether an aggressive tightening of
the monetary policy is the appropriate strategy for India,
which faces challenges that may require a different re-
sponse than the western countries. In this context, Finance
Minister  Nirmala Sitharaman  has already said that “the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) may not be as much synchro-
nised as the western countries would do” – in other words,
hiking policy rates may not be the best thing for India. This
scenario comes against the backdrop of the rupee breach-
ing the 81-mark to the US dollar  intra-day  Friday, as  the
greenback continued to strengthen against all other major
currencies following an aggressive rate hike announcement
by the Federal Reserve. Policy framers in New Delhi are all
the more puzzled as the RBI has burnt forex reserves at a
dramatic pace this calendar year to prevent exchange rate
volatility. In just eight months between mid-January and
mid-September this year, forex reserves have depleted by al-
most $90 billion, or approximately an average of $11 billion
a month. For the week-ended September 16, India’s forex re-
serves stood at $545.65 billion compared with $634.97 billion
in the week-ended January 14.While sustained high infla-
tion of 7 per cent plus has prompted the RBI to hike policy
rates, the government is keen to preserve GDP growth  and
create more jobs as several big states head for polls over the
next 12-18 months.

Such an intervention, many  in  the  market  believe,
would be to defend the currency at a particular level.
Growth imperatives and need to create jobs weigh heavy on
the government’s mind with elections in over a dozen states
in the next 12-18 months. Instead of sharp rate hikes to con-
tain inflation, policy makers would rather let the rupee de-
preciate. Policy makers in the government as well as the
RBI are convinced that a large part of inflation is “import-
ed”. They are   discussing   relative   advantages   and disad-
vantages of an “overt” action such as an interest rate hike
versus “covert” gradual depreciation of the rupee. Unlike
monetary tightening through rate hikes, which is a kin to
the use of a sledge hammer, letting the rupee find its level,
is a better tool to rein in demand, say experts.A depreciating
rupee makes imports more expensive, and curbs demand.
According to RBI’s monetary policy report of April 2022, a 5
per cent depreciation in rupee could result in inflation edg-
ing up by 20 basis points while the GDP growth could be
higher by 15 basis points. In 2022 so far, the rupee has depre-
ciated by 8.2 per cent in 2022 against the US dollar.
Policymakers in New Delhi seem to be veering around the
view  that  the  RBI  should  not  hold  any particular  level
sacrosanct. This  (gradual weakening of rupee) covert
measure is better than an overt monetary policy action of
hiking rates. The  three-day  RBI  monetary  policy commit-
tee is scheduled to begin September 28, and the action to be
announced on September 30 will be the cynosure of all eyes.

Bumpy road ahead for RBI

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

27 th September is celebrated as World Tourism Day
to promote awareness among the international

community of the importance of tourism and its social,
cultural, political and economic value. Tourism is travel
for recreational, leisure or business purposes and it has
now become a popular global leisure activity. Tourism is
the engine of economic growth. Tourism helps in women
empowerment and youth employment. This day help us to
spread the word of both the importance and immense ben-
efits universal accessibility has and can bring to society at
large. It is an opportunity to reflect on the importance of
tourism to global well-being. We all know that when
Tourism has become the continuously growing and devel-
oping economic sectors worldwide because of the occur-
rence of various attractive and new destinations for the
tourists, it has become the main source of income ?for the
developing countries. The tourism industry has helped
growth in other sectors as diverse as horticulture, handi-
craft, agriculture, construction and even poultry. Both di-
rectly and indirectly, increased tourism in India has creat-
ed jobs in a variety of related sectors. Almost 20 million
people are now working in the India’s tourism industry.
Tourism today plays a vital  role in bringing the world clos-
er as it has been a major social phenomenon of societies
all over the world and it is driven by the natural urge of
every human being for new experiences, and the desire to
be both educated and entertained. Every time we travel,
for whatever reason, we are part of a global movement; a
movement that has the power to drive inclusive develop-
ment, create jobs and build the sustainable societies we
want for our future. Perhaps every citizen can do the role
of city ambassador and play courteous hosts.

Each one of us is responsible for contributing our bit to
protect the natural resources of our planet. India has innu-
merable attractions for tourists. Throughout the country
there are numerous beauty and scenic spots. Terrorism
now a day has become a global problem. Our country is
also not an exception. The terrorist attacks agitations and
separatist movements hinder the growth of tourism. We
live in such a country that others dream of visiting and be-
coming wiser by the experience. Can’t we help them with
right directions, authentic fares, uniform pricing and re-
spect for the personal space of tourists while maintaining
basic facilities that we ourselves are comfortable using. We
must remember that the tourism is an ever-evolving and
thriving industry that contributes to the economic wellbe-
ing of every nation and generates lakhs of employment op-
portunities besides focusing on environment-friendly
measures. As we celebrate World Tourism Day, let us recall
that all of the world's citizens have the right to experience
the incredible diversity this planet has to offer. Tourism in
India can become a viable industry if effective and concert-
ed steps are taken. It promotes national integration, inter-
national understanding, harmony, friendship and goodwill.
Diversity, unity and assimilation have always been the hall-
mark of the eternal India and these make India the ulti-
mate tourist destination. India has a composite culture.
India has fascinated people from all over the world with her
secularism and her culture. Let us take adequate steps to
protect and preserve the flora and fauna, the historical
monuments and heritage sites of this great country.

Tourism Enriches

V irtually everyone in-
volved agrees: Almost

eight decades after it came into
existence, the powerful UN
Security Council needs to ex-
pand, to evolve, to include more
voices. But as with so many
things, the central question - and
the biggest disagreement - is ex-
actly how. Five countries that
were major powers at World War
II's end have dominated the
United Nations and its most im-
portant body for its 77-year his-
tory. The council remains in its
current configuration despite a
four-decade clamour for other
countries to join that VIP group
to reflect the dramatically
changed 21st-century world.
The council's failure to respond
to Russia's invasion of Ukraine
has, at this month's gathering of
world leaders, shone a spotlight
on another misstep: Consumed
by national interests and re-
gional rivalries, the 193 UN
member nations have blocked
expansion of the body charged
with ensuring international
peace and security. The postwar
era when the United Nations
was created reflected a desire to,
in the UN Charter's opening
words, "save succeeding genera-
tions from the scourge of war".
An updated council with more
voices could re-centre that
premise, advocates say. But dis-
agreements on the size, compo-
sition and powers of a re-
vamped council have left gener-
ations of UN diplomats wonder-
ing whether it will ever change.

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres pinpointed the problem
in 2020: "The nations that came
out on top more than seven
decades ago have refused to con-
template the reforms needed to
change power relations in inter-

national institutions."
"Inequality starts at the top -in
global institutions," Guterres
said then. "Addressing inequality
must start by reforming them."
But it hasn't happened yet.

HOW IT IS NOW

The 15-member Security
Council has 10 non-permanent
members from all regions of the
world elected for two-year terms
without veto power and five per-
manent members with veto
power: the United States, Russia,
China, Britain and France. Two
of those members are represent-
ed by different governments
than they were when the United
Nations was established in 1945.
The Republic of China, now gov-
erned from Taiwan, is excluded
from virtually all UN bodies,
which are occupied by the main-
land-governed People's Republic.
The Soviet Union dissolved in
the early 1990s, leaving Russia as
its surviving power. It is Russia's
use, and threatened use, of its
veto that has blocked the council
from taking action on the now
seven-month-old war in Ukraine.
It is a failure noted by many lead-
ers in their General Assembly
speeches, alongside their peren-
nial complaints that the council
is outdated and unrepresenta-
tive.

Of particular annoyance to
governments in Africa, Latin
America and the Caribbean:
They have no permanent mem-
bers. Can that change? The
American president thinks it
must. "The time has come for
this institution to become more
inclusive so that it can better re-
spond to the needs of today's
world," Joe Biden told the
General Assembly last week. He
called for increasing the number
of both permanent and non-per-
manent members, including
"permanent seats for those na-
tions we've long supported and
permanent seats for countries in
Africa, Latin America and the
Caribbean". The United States
also supports permanent seats
for Germany, Japan and India.

Peace, said French President
Emmanuel Macron, requires an
international consensus. "That's
why I hope that we can finally
commit to reforming the

Security Council so that it's
more representative, welcomes
new permanent members, and
remains capable of fully playing
its role, by limiting the use of
veto rights in instances of mass
crimes," he said. And Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov,
who addressed the assembly
Saturday, called for a "more dem-
ocratic" council by broadening
representation from Africa, Asia
and Latin America and adding
India and Brazil. At a news con-
ference afterward, he said
adding "hostile" Western coun-
tries like Japan and Germany
would bring nothing new to the
council: "They are all following
the orders of the United States."

HOW REFORM 

MIGHT WORK

Attempts to reform the coun-
cil began in 1979. In 2005, world
leaders called for the council to
be "more broadly representative,
efficient and transparent." That
year, the General Assembly,
which must approve any council
reforms, shelved three rival reso-
lutions to expand its member-
ship, a reflection of deep divi-
sions that continue today. One
resolution by Germany, Japan,
Brazil and India would give them
permanent seats without veto
rights on a 25-member council. A
second by a group of middle-
ranking countries, including
Italy and Pakistan, wants 25-
member council with 10 new
non-permanent seats. The now
55-member African Union want-
ed to add 11 new spots: six per-
manent seats, including two for
Africa with veto power, and five
non-permanent ones.

Senegalese President Macky
Sall, the African Union chair-
man, reiterated its demand for
two permanent seats, saying it's
time to stop "confining Africa to
the margins of decision-making
circles". Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro said the Ukraine war
proves that "a reform of the UN
is essential if we are to find
world peace". Barbados' prime
minister, Mia Mottley, called for
removing veto power from the
five permanent members: "A
Security Council that retains the
power of veto in the hands of a
few will still lead us to war." And

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said his country "will
continue to underline that `the
world is bigger than five.'"
Virtually all General Assembly
presidents in recent years have
held negotiations on Security
Council reform. Maldives
Foreign Minister Abdulla
Shahid, who stepped down as
president this month, lamented
that he wasn't able to conclude a
deal "to reflect the new reality of
the world." His successor, Csaba
Kor si, vows to press on.

"It is high time that the coun-
cil represents the world's popula-
tion more equally, and that it re-
flects 21st century realities,"
Korosi said. This year, the
General Assembly adopted one
reform: Any permanent council
member casting a veto must now
appear before the assembly's 193
nations during a debate to ex-
plain why. David Scheffer, a for-
mer US ambassador-at-large for
war crimes issues, said Biden's
proposal "reaches beyond any-
thing the US government has
stated before on this issue" and
"accepts the reality of the world
we live in today, and not the
world of 1945 at the end of a
transformative war". "The
United States needs to be the col-
laborative superpower of the fu-
ture, and this will be an impor-
tant step in that direction," he
told The Associated Press.

Richard Gowan, UN director
of the International Crisis
Group, called Biden's remarks
on reform "a smart political
gambit" that created a stir
among diplomats and UN offi-
cials. The remarks, he said, re-
flect a US concern that the coun-
cil's credibility is waning - and
that it serves American interests
"to have a more-or-less function-
al council as an alternative to an-
archy". "China especially hates
the idea that Japan and India
could exploit reform discussions
to secure permanent seats on the
council," Gowen said. "So Beijing
may end up blocking the entire
process." But he said, "Biden has
sparked a discussion of reform
that will run for at least a couple
of years." Whether it ends in ac-
tual change, or just more talk, re-
mains to be seen.

Politics impede long-advocated growth of UN Security Council

A newS-CoV-2-like virus dis-
covered in Russian bats is ca-
pable of infecting humans,
and is resistant to current vac-
cines against COVID-19, a
study has found. A team led by
researchers at Washington
State University (WSU), US,
found spike proteins from the
bat virus, named Khosta-2, can
infect human cells and is re-
sistant to both the antibody
therapies and blood serum
from people vaccinated forS-
CoV-2. A virus uses the spike
protein to enter and infect the
human cells. Both Khosta-2
andS- CoV-2 belong to the same
sub-category of coronaviruses
known as sarbecoviruses.
"Our research further demon-
strates that sarbecoviruses cir-
culating in wildlife outside of
Asia -- even in places like west-

ern Russia where the Khosta-2
virus was found -- also pose a
threat to global health and on-
going vaccine campaigns
againstS-CoV-2," said Michael
Letko, corresponding author
of the study.

The finding, published in
the journal PLoS Pathogens,
highlights the need to develop
universal vaccines to protect
against sarbecoviruses in gen-
eral, rather than just against
known variants ofS-CoV-2.
"Right now, there are groups
trying to come up with a vac-
cine that doesn't just protect
against the next variant ofS-2
but actually protects us
against the sarbecoviruses in
general," Letko said.
"Unfortunately, many of our
current vaccines are designed
to specific viruses we know in-

fect human cells or those that
seem to pose the biggest risk to
infect us," the scientist added.
While hundreds of sarbe-
coviruses have been discov-
ered in recent years, predomi-
nantly in bats in Asia, the ma-
jority are not capable of infect-
ing human cells. The Khosta-1
and Khosta-2 viruses were dis-
covered in Russian bats in late
2020, and it initially appeared
they were not a threat to hu-
mans, the researchers said.

"Genetically, these weird
Russian viruses looked like
some of the others that had
been discovered elsewhere
around the world, but because
they did not look likeS-CoV-2,
no one thought they were real-
ly anything to get too excited
about," Letko said. "But when
we looked at them more, we

were really surprised to find
they could infect human cells.
That changes a little bit of our
understanding of these virus-
es, where they come from and
what regions are concerning,"
he added. The researchers de-
termined Khosta-1 posed low
risk to humans, but Khosta-2
demonstrated some troubling
traits. They found that likeS-
CoV-2, Khosta-2 can use its
spike protein to infect cells by
attaching to a receptor protein,
called angiotensin converting
enzyme 2 (ACE2), found
throughout human cells.

The team then set out to de-
termine if current vaccines
protect against the new virus.
Using blood serum derived
from people vaccinated for
COVID-19, the researchers
found that Khosta-2 was not

neutralised by current vac-
cines. They also tested serum
from people who were infected
with the Omicron variant, but
the antibodies, too, were inef-
fective. Letko said the new
virus is lacking some of the
genes believed to be involved
in pathogenesis in humans.
There is a risk, however, of
Khosta-2 recombining with a
second virus likeS-CoV-2.

"When you seeS-2 has this
ability to spill back from hu-
mans and into wildlife, and
then there are other viruses
like Khosta-2 waiting in those
animals with these properties
we really don't want them to
have, it sets up this scenario
where you keep rolling the
dice until they combine to
make a potentially riskier
virus," Letko added.

New COVID-like virus found in bats could infect humans, resist vaccines: Study
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International airport 

Pune: The under-con-
struction Navi
Mumbai internation-
al airport will become
operational in 2024,
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
said here. He was ad-
dressing the Maratha
Chamber of
Commerce, Industries
and Agriculture
(MCCIA). Fadnavis
also said that the “in-
dustrial culture” of
Maharashtra will be
back on track soon.
“Every stakeholder
has to unite and work
hard to make
Maharashtra number
one again,” he added.
Fadnavis highlighted
important projects
like Pune Metro, EV
transportation etc and
said the ring road will
prove to be the growth
engine for the Pune re-
gion. He said the gov-
ernment has acknowl-
edged the urgent need
for the Purandar air-
port in the Pune dis-
trict and that the gov-
ernment is taking ef-
forts for the same.

New screens 
Mumbai: Film exhi-
bition company PVR
Cinemas will invest
up to Rs 350 crore to
open 100 new screens
in FY23, a top official
said on Monday. It also
expects its mega-
merger with Inox
Leisure to close by
February 2023, after
which it will start to
run as a combined
business, PVR’s chief
executive Gautam
Dutta told PTI over
the phone. Pointing to
the company’s per-
formance in the April-
June quarter, he said
patrons are coming
back to halls to enjoy
the cinema experience
and the food and bev-
erage sales are also
up, which makes it
more optimistic about
expansion.

Investment

New Delhi: Tata
Motors plans to con-
tinue investing in the
range of Rs 2,000 crore
in its commercial ve-
hicle business per
annum going ahead in
order to drive in new
models based on vari-
ous kinds of power-
trains, according to
company’s Executive
Director Girish Wagh.

Rate cuts 
New Delhi: With
economic activity
still to reach pre-
pandemic levels, the
RBI may slow down
the pace of rate
hikes until next year
to quell soaring in-
flation while sup-
porting growth, the
Asian Development
Bank (ADB) says in
its latest report. The
Manila-based multi-
lateral funding
agency has raised
the inflation forecast
for the current fiscal
year ending in
March 2023 to 6.7 per
cent from its earlier
projection 
of 5.8 per cent.

New Delhi, Sep 26:  

S&P Global Ratings on
Monday retained its pro-
jection of India’s econom-
ic growth at 7.3 per cent for
the current fiscal and said
inflation is likely to re-
main above the upper tol-
erance limit of 6 per cent
till the end of 2022. In its
Economic Outlook for
Asia Pacific, S&P said the
external environment has
soured for economies in
the region and higher
global interest rates will
continue to exert pressure
on central banks in the
form of capital outflows
and currency deprecia-
tion. S&P Global Ratings
Asia-Pacific Chief
Economist Louis Kuijs
said a pronounced slow-
down in China was offset
by a strong rebound in
India as consumption, es-
pecially of services, con-
tinued to recover and in-
vestment grew rapidly.

“We have retained our
India growth outlook at 7.3
per cent for the fiscal year
2022-2023 and 6.5 per cent
for the next fiscal year, al-
though we see the risks
tilted to the downside,”
Kuijs said. The Reserve
Bank expects the Indian
economy to grow 7.2 per
cent in the current fiscal
(April-March). The growth
last year (2021-22) was 8.7
per cent. Indian economy
expanded 13.5 per cent in
the April-June quarter, se-
quentially higher than the
4.10 per cent growth
clocked in the January-
March period. Several
other agencies, including
ADB, Fitch Ratings and
Citigroup, have already

slashed India’s growth
projections to either 7 per
cent or below.

ADB and Fitch pegged
India’s growth estimate at
7 per cent, while Ind-Ra,
SBI and Citigroup expect
it to be 6.9 per cent, 6.8 per
cent and 6.7 per cent, re-
spectively. S&P Economist
Vishrut Rana said the
rupee may continue to see
volatility in the coming
days, but India has ‘sub-
stantial buffer’ to with-
stand foreign fund out-
flows. There have been in-
creased capital flow pres-
sures globally as the US
Fed briskly tightens mone-
tary policy. This has led to
significant US dollar
strength, and global cur-
rencies are down against
the greenback. On
Monday, the rupee touched
a record low of 81.52 to a
dollar. The local currency
has depreciated 9.4 per
cent against the greenback
so far this year.

S&P pegs India’s FY’23 GDP growth at 7.3 pc;

expects inflation to be above 6 pc
New Delhi, Sep 26:
Looking to consolidate its
presence in the fast-grow-
ing mid-sized sports utility
segment, Maruti Suzuki
India on Monday launched
its all-new model Grand
Vitara priced between Rs
10.45 lakh and Rs 19.65
lakh (ex-showroom Delhi).
The model, which comes
with a 1.5-litre petrol pow-
ertrain mated with strong
and mild hybrid technolo-
gy, will compete with the
likes of Hyundai Creta,
Kia Seltos and Tata
Harrier, among others.
With Grand Vitara, the
country’s largest car
maker expects to enhance
its presence in a segment
where it currently lags be-
hind the competition.
“The Grand Vitara paves
the way toward a cleaner,
greener, sustainable and
carbon-neutral world. To
ensure that we can do this,
the Grand Vitara has been
launched at a very compet-

itive starting price of Rs
10.45 lakh,” MSI Managing
Director & CEO Hisashi
Takeuchi said in a state-
ment. The model has re-
ceived over 57,000 book-
ings so far, he added. The
1.5 litre trims with mild
hybrid technology mated
with a five-speed manual
and six-speed automatic
transmission options are

priced between Rs 10.45
lakh to 17.05 lakh. MSI
claims a fuel efficiency of
up to 21.11km per litre on
the variants, which come
with brake energy regen-
eration, torque assist and
idle stop-start function.
Grand Vitara Allgrip
Select trim, which comes
with Suzuki’s patented All
Grip technology enabling

it to take on all kinds of
terrain, is tagged at Rs
16.89 lakh. The trims with
a strong hybrid power-
train, with a claimed fuel
efficiency of 27.97 km per
litre, are priced from Rs
17.99 lakh to Rs 19.65 lakh.
MSI will sell the model
through around 420 Nexa
dealerships across the
country.

Maruti Suzuki drives in Grand Vitara
tagged between Rs 10.45-19.65 lakh

New Delhi, Sep 26:
Apple’s newest phone
iPhone 14 will be made in
India as the global tech
titan bets big on the manu-
facturing prowess of the
world’s second-biggest
smartphone market after
China. Cupertino,
California-headquartered
Apple started manufactur-
ing iPhones in India in
2017 with iPhone SE.
Today, Apple manufac-
tures some of its most ad-
vanced iPhones in the
country including iPhone
SE, iPhone 12, iPhone 13
and, now, iPhone 14.

Earlier this month,
Apple Inc unveiled its lat-
est iPhone series — the
iPhone 14 models - with an
improved camera, power-
ful sensors and satellite
messaging feature to send
SOS texts in emergencies.

The new lineup has four
models: iPhone 14, Plus,
Pro and ProMax.

According to sources,
the Made-in-India iPhone
14 will begin to reach local
customers in the next few
days. Phones manufac-
tured in India will be both
for the Indian market and
exports. The iPhone 14 will
be shipped from Foxconn’s
Sriperumbudur facility on
the outskirts of Chennai.
Foxconn is the world’s
largest contract electron-

ics manufacturer and
major iPhone assembler.
When contacted, Apple in
a statement to PTI said:
“We’re excited to be manu-
facturing iPhone 14 in
India.” The new iPhone 14
lineup introduces ground-
breaking new technologies
and important safety capa-
bilities,” it said. The
iPhone 14 was launched on
September 7, 2022, and is
available to customers in
India simultaneously with
the US, among other mar-
kets, since September 16,
2022. The iconic brand has
a long-standing history in
India that started more
than 20 years ago. Apple
launched its online store
in the country in
September 2020 and is set
to deepen its commitment
with the upcoming launch
of Apple retail store.

Apple now manufacturing
iPhone 14 in India

Bengaluru, Sep 26:  

Amazon.in flagged off
the biggest ever 36 hours
of shopping with Prime
Early Access and day 1 of
the Great Indian Festival.
Amazon.in saw single
largest day of Prime sign
ups; 1.9X higher than last
year with 68% coming
from Tier 2 & 3 cities.
“The Amazon Great
Indian Festival kicked off
to an exciting start with a
great response from cus-
tomers and seller part-
ners. It is encouraging to
witness small and medium
businesses, startups, arti-
sans, women entrepre-
neurs offer a wide selec-
tion of products to our
customer across India. We
are humbled by the in-
crease in new Prime mem-
ber sign ups and cus-

tomers shopping across
categories as they trust
Amazon as their preferred
online shopping destina-
tion”, said Manish Tiwary,
Vice President & Country
Manager, India Consumer
Business, Amazon. In the
first 36 hours, small and
medium businesses, start-
ups, artisans, women en-
trepreneurs offered the
largest selection of prod-
ucts and sold around 10
lakh unique products to
customers across India.
During the 24 hrs ‘Prime
Early Access’, 1.75X
growth of seller sign-ups
during Prime Early
Access versus an average
business day. Prime con-
tinues to thrill customers:
Prime members shopped
more during Prime Early
Access than on any other
day.

Amazon Great Indian 
Festival 2022 witness record

participation
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  2266::  Exports of
gems, jewellery, sugar confec-
tionery, cereals, electrical
machinery and other products
to the UAE have registered a
healthy growth after the two
countries implemented a trade
deal in May. The commerce
ministry said that Indian
exports to the UAE, excluding
petroleum products grew from
USD 5.17 billion during June-
August 2021 to USD 5.92 billion
during June-August 2022, an
increase of over 14 per cent.
However, sectors which
recorded negative growth dur-
ing the period include ships,
boats and floating structures,
apparel, pharmaceutical prod-
ucts, aluminium and articles,
organic chemicals, carpets and
other textile floor coverings,
and silk. The India-UAE
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
came into effect from May 1.
“Indian exports are likely to

increase further in the coming
months with increasing use of
the CEPA by the exporters and
with dedicated efforts from
Department of Commerce, in
association with Indian Mission
in the UAE, through organiza-
tion of a series of trade promo-
tion events in the UAE during
the current financial year, the
ministry said in a statement on
Sunday. It said that data for
May has not been included for
the purpose of the analysis as
it is considered as a transitory
period. Oil trade has not been
considered as import increase
in oil/petroleum products is
largely on account of the rise in
global prices and to a certain
extent on an increase offtake in
volumes. Further, it is pertinent
to mention that bulk of the oil
imports from the UAE are of
crude petroleum, the demand
for which is inelastic and the
customs duty for which is very
low, the ministry said.

Exports to UAE get a boost from
trade deal, says commerce ministry

New Delhi, Sep 26: 

Goldi Solar, India’s
most quality-conscious
solar brand, announced
plans to infuse over Rs
5,000 crores as a part of
its business expansion
plans. Simultaneously, it
also unveiled its new and
landmark product offer-
ing HELOC Plus, a high-
efficiency and low on
carbon module series
with Heterojunction
technology. Goldi Solar
aims to become an end-
to-end and verticallyinte-
grated company with
module, cell and raw ma-
terial manufacturing ca-
pabilities. Accordingly, it
plans to commence pro-
duction at its cell manu-
facturing unit in
Gujarat. Subsequently, it
will expand its capacity
to 5GW Additionally,
Goldi Solar plans to re-
cruit over 4,500 people
across various functions,

which will increase its
workforce to 5,500+ in-
cluding the existing
workforce. Commenting
on the key significant de-
v e l o p m e n t s , C a p t a i n
Ishver Dholakiya -
Managing Director of
Goldi Solar, said,“to cre-
ate employment at the
grass roots level, Goldi
Solar plans to hire 25%

of the workforce from
the local tribal regions
adjoining its proposed
m a n u f a c t u r i n g
facility.To train the new
recruits for a career in
renewables, Goldi Solar
will conduct three-
month certification pro-
grammes at a skill devel-
opment centre that it
plans to open in collabo-

ration with the NSDC
(National Skill
Development Council) in
Navsari, Gujarat.” He
further added,
“Renewables are the fu-
ture of energy. Our fu-
ture plans of launching a
new product line and ex-
panding capacity for
module manufacturing
is designed to increase
the supply of clean ener-
gy and motivate its large-
scale replacement of fos-
sil fuel. At Goldi Solar,
we have committed to the
honourable Prime
Minister’s vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat and
aspire to create an India
self-reliant in renewable
energy.” Additionally, Mr
Bharat Bhut-
Director,Goldi Solar
said, “Goldi Solar has
consistently created and
delivered quality mod-
ules.Our mantra is to
provide better and more
efficient products.”

Goldi Solar announces entry into the HJT technology 

Mumbai, Sep 26: 

Despite a high double-
digit demand growth, the
profitability of cement
companies is set to fall by
15 per cent because price
hikes lag increase in pro-
duction cost, according to
a report. The report by rat-
ing agency Crisil, however,
said that higher demand
will cushion the credit out-
look for the sector.
Operating profitability of
cement makers will de-
cline 15 per cent year-on-
year to Rs 900-925 per
tonne this fiscal, adding to
the pain of a 9 per cent de-
cline last fiscal, as an in-
crease in realisations will
not be enough to offset the
increase in prices of coal,
petcoke and diesel that has
pushed the average cost of
production higher, the
agency said in a report on

Monday. However, the 17
per cent demand growth
in cement demand during
the first quarter, albeit on
the low base last fiscal, of-
fers a silver lining, the re-
port noted, saying though
growth may taper in sub-
sequent quarters, and
print in at 8-10 per cent for
the full fiscal, it will still be

the highest since fiscal
2019. On credit profile, the
report, based on an analy-
sis of 22 cement-makers
that account for 85 per cent
of the market volume, said
higher demand will miti-
gate the impact of lower
profitability on absolute
operating profit and cash
accruals of cement mak-
ers.

According to Koustav
Mazumdar, an associate
director at the agency, vol-
ume growth will be driven
by non-housing segments,
wherein off-take is expect-
ed to rise more than 15 per
cent. Demand from the in-
frastructure segment will
be aided by government
spending, while industri-
al/commercial demand
will be driven by growing
investment in data centres
and warehousing, and of
source the low base.

Cement cos profitability seen
dipping 15 pc on input costs

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  2266::

Corporate India is bullish
about its strong business per-
formance and expected to dole
out a double-digit salary hike
of as much as 10.4 per cent in
2023, a survey said on Monday.
According to leading global
professional services firm Aon
Plc’s latest Salary Increase
Survey in India, remunerations
in India are expected to
increase by 10.4 per cent in
2023, compared to an actual
increase of 10.6 per cent to
date in 2022, which is slightly
higher than the 9.9 per cent
increase projected in February.
The study that analysed data
across 1,300 companies from
more than 40 industries in
India noted that the attrition
rate for the first half of 2022
continued to be high at 20.3
per cent, marginally lower than
the 21 per cent recorded in

2021, thus retaining the pres-
sure on salaries. This trend is
expected to continue for the
next few months, the survey
noted. “Despite the global
recessionary headwinds and
volatile domestic inflation,
salary increases projected in
India for 2023 are in the double
digits,” Roopank Chaudhary,
partner, Human Capital
Solutions at Aon in India, said.
This increase is a reflection of
the confidence that corporate
India has in its strong business
performance. “Business lead-
ers, however, must make deci-
sions that ensure their work-
force remains resilient today as
well as into the future. They
need to review their total
rewards strategies and balance
the impact of rising costs and
salary pressures with a rela-
tively high rate of attrition and
the ongoing demand for criti-
cal talent,” Chaudhary added.

The survey also found that four
out of the five sectors that are
expected to have the highest
projected salary increase are
technology related and experi-
ence the highest volatility and
impact of current global eco-
nomic uncertainty. “With an
expected salary increase of
12.8 per cent, e-commerce
leads sectors with the highest
projected increase, followed by
start-ups at 12.7 per cent, hi-
tech/ information technology
and information technology-
enabled services at 11.3 per
cent, and financial institutions
at 10.7 per cent,” Chaudhary
added.

According to Jang Bahadur
Singh, director, Human Capital
Solutions at Aon in India,
volatility is a key determinant
of salary increases by indus-
tries the top salary increases
are in the most volatile indus-
tries. 

Salaries in India likely to rise by
10.4 pc in 2023: Aon Survey

HHoouussttoonn,,  SSeepp  2266:: India is
America’s ninth largest trading
partner and holds a stock of
almost USD 13 billion in foreign
direct investment in the US, cre-
ating more than 70,000 jobs, a
leading Indian-American interna-
tional trade policy expert has
said. Speaking at the annual
Indo-American Chamber of
Commerce of Greater Houston
(IACCGH) on Saturday, Arun
Venkataraman, Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for
Global Markets, praised the
chamber for its role in strength-
ening the US-India partnership
for 23 years. Venkataraman was
sworn in as the Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for
Global Markets and Director
General of the US and Foreign
Commercial Service for the
International Trade
Administration in April this year.
He was appointed by President
Joe Biden and confirmed by the
US Senate on April 7 to lead the

federal government’s efforts to
promote exports abroad and
attract inward investment. Citing
an example of the chamber’s role
in bringing businesses to the
USA, he said Mahindra USA,
which made Houston its corpo-
rate headquarters for its farm
tractor business, was a direct
result of the trade delegation led
by the IACCGH and supported by
the US Commercial Service. For
our part of the United States, US
companies have invested USD 42
billion in foreign direct invest-
ment and are supporting the
media in India, he said. 

India is America’s ninth largest 

trading partner: Arun Venkataraman
Dubai, Sep 26: 

Exporters body FIEO
on Monday said it has
planned a series of activ-
ities in the Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) markets to push
India’s exports. The GCC
was established in May
1981. Its members are
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar
and the UAE. Indian ex-
ports to the GCC grew by
44 per cent in 2021-22 to
USD 43.9 billion com-
pared to USD 27.8 billion
in 2020-21, according to
FIEO. “Our export per-
formance in the GCC in
2021-22 has been marvel-
lous. Apart from the
UAE, our exports to
Saudi Arabia grew by 49
per cent, Oman by 33 per
cent, Qatar by 43 per
cent, Kuwait by 17 per

cent and exports to
Bahrain increased by 70
per cent,” said Ajay
Sahai, Director-General
of FIEO. In the current fi-
nancial year, FIEO has
planned various activi-
ties — including exhibi-
tions, B2B delegations,
interactive sessions and
capacity-building pro-
grammes — to increase
India’s export to the re-
gion, FIEO President A
Sakthivel said. FIEO
members are here to par-
ticipate in the Super
Sourcing Dubai (SSD)
show. He said FIEO mem-
bers have participated in
exhibitions and trade ac-
tivities in Qatar, Egypt,
Jordan, Oman, UAE and
Saudi Arabia and there
are even more activities
lined up in Bahrain,
Kuwait, Iraq, Oman and
the UAE.

FIEO plans series of activities in GCC
markets to push India’s exports

WW ith the onset of the joyous and exuberant days of festivities
ahead, one cannot help but feel resolute and optimistic. In

a tribute to the anticipation of the heartening days ahead, home-
grown, everyday wear brand, trueBrowns launches its latest col-
lection, Maati, in association with ace actor, Chitrangda Singh, not
only helming the hat of the co-creator but, also as the face of this
festive edit. Maati presents an alluring selection of 59 styles, quin-
tessential for the upcoming festive days, integrating luxe fabrics,
and exclusive designs, however, not drifting away from its core
design mantra - comfort. With Chitrangda preaching the same
design aesthetic as that of the brand, which is, minimalism, the
collection brings to the foreground, pieces that address, function-
al festive. Comprising of fusion wear with ethnic silhouettes and
modern cuts, the brand has played with an extensive range of
hues, varying from dainty pastels to festive brights. Elated with
coming on board as the co-creator and face of this collection,
Chitrangda Singh, says, "trueBrowns is a brand that speaks vol-
umes about today's traditional yet modern woman. I have always
believed in standing tall and strong because I sincerely feel that
women are allowed to make their own choices and decisions."

RReeaadd  EExxcceerrppttss

SSttyyllee  oovveerr  ccoommffoorrtt??
Chitrangada: There is always style over comfort because of our
professional commitments. I am always dying to get into my pyja-
mas once I get back home. So yes, it is style over comfort for me.
YYoouurr  ggoo  ttoo  ssttyyllee  aanndd  ffaasshhiioonn  aaeesstthheettiicc??
Chitrangada: For me, it has always been very classic, simple,
straight lines along with clean silhouettes. I personally love
colours, therefore anything with jewel tones that one can play
with, as in my opinion they work beautifully on our brown skin
tone. I believe that less is more aesthetically. I love working with
classics, with a more vintage look and cut as I feel that, that is
something that has always worked for me.
YYoouu  hhaavvee  oovveerr  aa  mmiilllliioonn  ffoolllloowweerrss  oonn  IInnssttaaggrraamm,,  hhooww  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iiss
iitt  ttoo  bbee  aa  cceelleebbrriittyy  iinnfflluueenncceerr  iinn  tthhiiss  ddaayy  aanndd  aaggee  ttoo  rreemmaaiinn  rreellee--
vvaanntt??
Chitrangada: I believe it is important. Social media has become
such a relevant part of our lives, and not only for celebrities but
everyone in general. It has become a necessity to communicate
with people and for us, even more. Having said that, I am not
someone who is fiercely active on social media, I feel that you
remain relevant with the kind of work that you put out. For me as
an actor, it is important that my work is relevant. Of course, one is

so much more beyond being just an actor but, you must be real and
authentic too. It is impossible to keep up a facade for too long. I do
not believe in faking it just to increase my follower count. Staying
true to yourself will get you genuine followers with whom you will
enjoy interactions too.
WWoouulldd  yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  ffoorraayy  iinnttoo  OOTTTT  aanndd  ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  pprroojjeeccttss  iinn
tthhee  ppiippeelliinnee??
Chitrangada: Well, I have already forayed into OTT with Modern
Love, which was an anthology. It was titled, Cutting Chai and I
worked with Arshad Warsi for the same. I am yet to do a full
flagged series which I am awaiting and I hope I can come by some-
thing which is interesting enough. I feel when you are part of a
series, it is very important for the content to be good enough to
hold the audiences for such a long period of time as opposed to a
two-hour long film. I am really looking forward to it and this is the
way to go. OTT is the future and I hope I get something exciting
soon.
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  cchhoooossee  ttrruueeBBrroowwnnss  ffoorr  tthhee  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  aanndd  wwhhaatt  ssyynn--
eerrggiieess  ddoo  yyoouu  ffeeeell  ccoommpplliimmeenntt  yyoouurr  oowwnn??
Chitrangada: Well, with trueBrowns, I thought it was very instant
because like I said, my go-to is always clean silhouettes, minimal
style, with a certain feminine feel to the whole look. The brand
caters to all kinds of styles, be it a day or an evening look. It is for
the everyday Indian women who are not trying to be western all the
time and are more rooted in their tradition. The colours of the col-
lection also compliment the Indian skin colour which makes it more
relatable to us. There are a lot of jewel tones, which are part of my
personal collection too, keeping it very simple and having a high
quality of fabric which helps in draping. All these elements instant-
ly checked my list and made me agree to be a part of it. The whole
ideology behind the brand and the way Udita portrays Indian
women and creates that benchmark of what real Indian women are,
that is, traditional yet modern in their own way. The entire thought
process behind this brand was so relatable for me and after I met
her, it was an instant yes. I really enjoyed working on the new col-
lection and I am happy to have started this relationship with them.
Delighted with the latest collection and getting Chitrangda on
board, Udita Bansal, Founder, trueBrowns, says, "This is our first
celebrity collaboration and we could not have asked for someone
better suited than Chitrangda to accompany us on this journey. It is
extremely fortunate that our vision, design aesthetics, and views
have been so in sync and that is reflected in the collection itself.
The collaboration has been very harmonious and we hope that this
association is just the first of many more to come."

ACROSS

1. Wise ones

6. Weight unit

10. Bang shut

14. Without company

15. Connecticut university

16. Not wild

17. Acquire knowledge

18. Not spicy

19. Concluded

20. Filled pastry

22. Superman’s gal (2 wds.)

24. Sticky stuff

25. Ante

26. Declares

30. Peruvian natives

34. Desert material

35. Relaxed (2 wds.)

39. Bullfight cheer

40. Bring to court

41. Appetizer

42. Pro’s opposite

43. Washington bill

44. Fright

45. Eternities

46. Monte ____

48. Answering machine item

50. Host

54. ____ guilty

55. More crunchy

58. Tooth covering

62. Curtain holders

63. Become larger

65. “____ of Two Cities” (2 wds.)

66. Fit

67. Helper

68. Brief

69. “Cheers” order

70. Swamp plant

71. Fall flower

DOWN

1. Discount event
2. Actor ____ Guinness
3. Aim
4. Infuriated
5. 12th-grader
6. Workout locale
7. Banisters
8. Distribute
9. Radio and newspapers, e.g.
10. Taken illegally
11. Volcanic flow
12. Prayer close
13. Nothing more than
21. Revolve
23. Aspen visitor
26. Organization (abbr.)
27. Finnish bath

28. Look of contempt

29. Celebrity

31. Chocolate drink

32. Beside

33. ____ of humor

36. Goof

37. Minute particle

38. Unruffled

41. Walk heavily

45. Manors

47. Inferior

49. Brahms piece

51. Groucho Marx’s prop

52. Weird

53. Wear away

55. Seafood choice

56. Choir gown

57. Not active

59. Emporium

60. Or ____!

61. Malicious look

64. Get hitched
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All the positive energy generated by the celes-

tial atmosphere seems to come together today

as you experience a rush of sensual passion for

a romantic partner, Aquarius. An unexpected

encounter could not only fulfill this desire but

also bring you closer. If you aren’t already com-

mitted, expect to discuss it tonight. Be careful

to exercise restraint. Your lover could panic if

you push too hard.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

A call form someone you havenâ€™t heard

from in a while could generate mixed feelings,

Pisces. On the one hand, you’re probably glad

to resume contact with this person. On the

other, because you weren’t expecting to hear

from them, it could create extra emotions for

you - as if you didn’t already have enough on

your plate! Talk to another friend about how

you feel so you can enjoy your evening.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Someone who’s been ill and perhaps
undergone surgery might phone you
today, Aries. You could invite this person
to join you for a little virtual social gath-
ering. Several people could be involved.
All of them will have some interesting
and useful information to offer. Enjoy
your day.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

With the planetary atmosphere today, your
sensual nature is in full bloom. If there’s a
romantic partner nearby, that person should
be on guard! There may be a lot of other peo-
ple around, so a chance to be alone probably
won’t present itself until this evening. If you
don’t connect with a potential partner, at
least you’ll have a good time. Hang in there
and be patient!

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might have to play nurse today, Gemini.

A love partner could claim to feel unwell,

and you might expend a lot of energy trying

to make your friend feel better. Don’t over-

do it. There may be psychological factors at

work. Your friend could be jealous of the

attention you’ve been giving family and

friends. Be attentive, but within limits!

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You’re generally focused on the material
world, Cancer, but something about the ener-
gy generated by today’s planetary align-
ments causes you to look within. You might
think about the joys and pains of past family
gatherings and wonder how they affect your
life now. This is a positive, healing process, so
don’t fight it. It won’t interfere with what’s
going on around you.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A virtual group event could put you in con-

tact with a number of people interested in

doing a healing meditation for the planet.

This sort of activity can work wonders to

strengthen the bond among those perform-

ing it. You might not talk much during the

discussions, but you’re apt to be in total

agreement with the idea. Enjoy your day.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Happiness reigns in the home as everyone
feels the energy changing, Virgo. It seems
that the end of one cycle brings closure, and
now you’re free to start a new journey of
rebirth. You, above all, are apt to feel a pow-
erful rush of intuition, which could reveal
positive events coming up for you and those
close to you. A few doubts may cloud your
impressions, but let them go.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Are you going to go away soon, Libra? If not,

you may be planning a trip for another

month, perhaps going for educational pur-

poses, such as to attend a workshop. You

might have agreed to some overseas busi-

ness travel. You should feel especially ener-

getic, enthusiastic, and optimistic now.

You’ve done well thanks to your diligent

work, and you should continue on that path.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Instinct and determination drive you toward

unconventional plans for making money,

Scorpio. A finance counselor or other profes-

sional could be involved. You may see this as

an opportunity to restore your ailing bank

account. You may have future purchases in

mind, perhaps even a new home. Consider

your plans carefully before going ahead.

You’ll want to be sure it’s what you need.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today you may feel a passionate attraction
for someone intelligent who perhaps
makes a living in law, education, or pub-
lishing, Sagittarius. Conversations with
this person could touch on some deep
issues, such as spiritual matters, the
human psyche, or the nature of the uni-
verse. You should be deeply affected, not
only by the person but also by the subjects.
Take a walk later to clear your head.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This could be a quiet day for you and your part-

ner, Capricorn. You could spend some time

reflecting on past achievements and future

goals. It’s important to get a clear picture about

the past so you can draw conclusions and make

workable plans. If you have a family, you’ll prob-

ably be interested in activities that everyone

will enjoy. Make some time to get together

when itâ€™s possible. Leave tension behind.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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OO bserving the Sarva Pitru
Amavasya, the day one

honours one's ancestors and
performs certain rituals for
them, actress Shilpa Shetty on
Sunday put out a post on
Instagram explaining the sig-
nificance of the day.

She wrote: "Today is Sarva
Pitru Amavasya, the day we
honor our ancestors and per-
form certain rituals for them.
According to vedic scriptures,
we, as individuals, are born
with three debts that we have
to pay off during this life-
time."

"Firstly, the debt to the
divine (Devas power), the
rishis and the pitras (ances-
tors). They have the power to
help us in our life journey,
through remembrance, prayer
and gratitude." "The Magha

Nakshatra is one of the most
powerful nakshatras that has
a special connection with the
ancestral lineage as it is ruled
by the Pitras(ancestors)."

The spiritual practices that
you do help your ancestors to
find Mukti, or liberation, and
in return, they send you bless-
ings in abundance."

"Our ancestors watch us
from the other side with the
awareness that life is just a
game. And whilst they may
usually play the role of a spec-
tator, if we request them for
help, then they are absolutely
willing to do so."

"So, let's remember our
ancestors prayerfully and with
gratitude, knowing that they
have the power to help us
progress on our journey - we
just have to remember them."

Shilpa Shetty explains
significance of 

Sarva Pitru Amavasya

I do not believe in faking it
to increase my follower

count: Chitrangada Singh

S eason after season,
Sony Entertainment

Television's 'Kaun
Banega- Season 14' has
seen a series of inspiring
contestants from all walks
of life, coming to the show
and realising their dreams
while also sharing their
stories with the host, the
legendary Mr Amitabh
Bachchan. Adding to that
list of inspiring contest-
ants will be Rani Patidar,
the 28-year-old Patwari in
Alok tehsil, Ratlam dis-
trict, Madhya Pradesh
who would be gracing the
hotseat on the 26th and
27th of September at 9:00
pm, for the ‘Navratri
Special’ week. The con-
testant would be indulging
the audience in good
gameplay which would ex-
cite the host as well. In an
emotional moment, Rani
would be talking of her
journey to success and
how her father toiled away
to educate his daughters

against the verdicts of so-
ciety. After watching a
video of Rani in her vil-
lage, working as a
Patwari, Mr Bachchan
would be seen compli-
menting her father for his
courage, valour and deter-
mination to have his
daughters educated.
According to a source
close to the set, Big B
would be saying, "I will
salute you (Rani) but be-
fore that, I want to join
hands and pay respect to
your father who educated
his daughter this is a huge
achievement! In today's
day and age, your
thoughts should be salut-
ed and may you become
an example to other fa-
thers who have stopped
their daughters from
studying further and have
them do household work.
Your beliefs and values
are very high and for that I
applaud you." To Rani
then he would say, "I feel

proud that someone like
you is sitting in front of
me." Rani would be then
sharing her story of strug-
gles when her father was
castrated from society for
educating his daughters,
even kicked out of the
house. Her father would
be taunted by village peo-
ple telling him that he is
not worthy for he does not
have sons. She would nar-
rate the harrowing inci-
dent when she received a
marriage proposal when
she was only in the 5th
standard in school but her
father had stood his
ground and supported his
daughter in her studies.
Talking about her experi-
ence of being on the show
Rani shares, "Bachchan
sir is an enigma! His mag-
netic aura makes us feel so
small but on the same
hand, he will do every-
thing in his power to make
you feel comfortable so
that you have a clear head

to play the game. I present-
ed him with saree and sev,
two things that are popu-
lar in Madhya Pradesh. I
would like to thank Sony
TV and Kaun Banega
Crorepati- Season 14 for
giving me this unique op-
portunity."

Tune in to watch Rani
Patidar on the hotseat,
on the 26th and 27th of
September, on Kaun
Banega Crorepati-
Season 14, at 9:00 pm
only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Rani Patidar story warms
Amitabh Bachchan's heart  

SS obhita Dhulipala, who is
gearing up for the the-

atrical release of Mani
Ratnam's 'Ponniyin Selvan-1',
has wrapped the shoot of
espionage thriller series 'The
Night Manager', where she
appears as Kaveri Dixit.

This is the Hindi adapta-
tion of John Le Carre's 1993
novel, 'The Night Manager',
which was made into a BBC
television series in 2016 star-
ring Tom Hiddleston, Hugh
Laurie, Elizabeth Debecki and
Olivia Colman.

Produced by Preity Zinta
and Banijay Asia, the Hindi
adaptation features Anil
Kapoor and Aditya Roy
Kapoor in the lead roles.
Taking to her social media,

Sobhita shared pictures from
the wrap-up of 'The Night
Manager'. Her fans can see a
thank you cake for Sobhita
from the team with the name
of her character Kaveri writ-
ten on it.

Sharing the picture, the
actress wrote in the caption:
"Issa wrap! Signing off as
Kaveri Dixit
#TheNightManager (heart
emoji)." The actress is all set
to for back-to-back releases,
starting with 'Ponniyin
Selvan-1' in the coming week,
followed by the much-await-
ed Season 2 of 'Made In
Heaven' and then 'The Night
Manager', which will be
streaming on Disney+
Hotstar.

Sobhita Dhulipala wraps
up her parts in 

‘The Night Manager’

E very year on
September 29,

World Heart Day is ob-
served to raise aware-
ness about cardiovascu-
lar disease and stroke
prevention. &TV actors
Neha Joshi (Yashoda,
Doosri Maa), Himani
Shivpuri (Katori Amma,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
and Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
share their secrets to a
healthier heart. Neha
Joshi, seen as Yashoda in
&TV’s Doosri Maa,
shares, “When I shifted
to Mumbai from Pune
for work, my entire rou-
tine went haywire, and it
did take a toll on my
health. I was engrossed
in work and did not pay
much attention to my
eating and sleeping
habits. However, my

mother used to call me
regularly and remind me
to eat, rest, and drink
plenty of water through-
out the day, which has
now become an indispen-
sable part of my daily
routine. Sleep is ex-
tremely critical for a
healthy heart. If you
don't get enough sleep,
you may be more likely
to develop cardiovascu-
lar disease, regardless of
your age or other health
habits.

Regardless of how hec-
tic my schedule is, I
make it a point to get 7 to
8 hours of sleep most
nights. On this World
Heart Day, I would like to
encourage everyone to
eat healthily, do regular
medical check-ups, and
get enough sleep to keep
their hearts happy and
healthy”.

TV actors say a 
healthy heart is a key

to a healthy life
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Bengaluru, Sep 26 (PTI):

Having played a vital
role in India’s silver
medal-winning feat at the
Commonwealth Games,
national hockey team for-
ward Gurjant Singh is
now looking to make an
impact at next year’s FIH
World Cup.

“I am glad that I was
part of the silver medal-
winning team at CWG. It’s
a huge honour for me to be
an Olympic and CWG
medal winner,” Gurjant,
who was part of the
Olympic bronze medal
winning team in Tokyo,
said in a release issued by
Hockey India.

“However, I have noted
down the points that I
need to improve on and I
am determined to make
an even bigger impact in
tournaments such as the
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s

World Cup 2023
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela.”

India are set to host the
men’s hockey World Cup
for the second consecutive
time jointly in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13
to 29 next year and

Gurjant hopes to get an
opportunity of playing in
front of the home crowd.

“Playing in the World
Cup is every hockey play-
er’s dream. And I really
hope I will be given the op-
portunity of playing the
tournament at our home

ground.
“There is always a great

buzz and fanfare in
Odisha and I am sure that
the fans’ support will mo-
tivate us to play at our
best.”

The 27-year-old said the
Indian team’s immediate
focus is the FIH Hockey
Pro League beginning
next month.

“We are working very
hard to put up a good
show at the FIH Hockey
Pro League. A good per-
formance there will give
us a huge confidence boost
before the all-important
World Cup in
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela.

“We are looking for-
ward to the challenge and
are determined to keep
getting better as a side.”

India will face Spain
and New Zealand in the
FIH Pro League in Odisha
from October 28.

Determined to make big contributions
in big events like World Cup: Gurjant Raipur, Sep 26 (PTI):

Teen Indian shuttler
Tasnim Mir feels she
needs to work on her fit-
ness to match the speed
and power of the Asian
players as she looks to
break into the world’s top
50 in the senior circuit.

The 17-year-old from
Mehsana, Gujarat, who
won the Chattisgarh
International Challenge
on Sunday, will be one of
the attractions at the
National Games.

“I have to work on my
fitness. I’m working on my
rallies and stamina as I’m
aware that Asian players
are very good in rallies,
power and speed. The
game is becoming faster
and we have to play some
quick rallies,” she said in
a press release.

“My focus is to improve
my ranking. My target is
to be in the top 50 so that I
can compete in bigger in-
ternational tournaments.

I have to be consistent
with my game to achieve
that goal and then to rise
to be among the top 20.

“My father (Irfan Mir)
has played a crucial role
in my evolution. I learnt
the basics from him and
continue to train under
him.”

Tasnim, who had be-
come the first Under-19
Indian woman shuttler to
be ranked world No. 1 in

junior earlier this year, is
currently ranked World
No. 113 in the senior cate-
gory.

“With some good play-
ers from Japan, Thailand,
China competing in these
tournaments, it gives us
the necessary experience
and the chance to rise in
the ranking charts,” she
said. Fresh from her win
in Raipur, Tasnim is eager
to soak in the joys of play-

ing in front of the home
crowd at the National
Games.

“I have not yet competed
in a major National-level
tournament in my home
state,” she said.

“Surely, it will always be
a big motivation when you
play in front of a home
crowd. The National
Games will be a great plat-
form for me to experience
that.”

New York, Sep 26 (PTI):

Teenaged Indian
Grandmaster Arjun
Erigaisi went down against
world no.1 Magnus Carlsen
in the final of the Julius
Baer Generation Cup on-
line rapid chess tourna-
ment, losing the second
match 0-2. Having won the
first match, the Norwegian
had the advantage and he
won the first two games of
the second match to close
out the finale early on
Monday. Having won the
first match, comprising
four games, 2.5-0.5, Carlsen
needed to only draw the
second to take the top prize.
He won two games of the
second match and shut out
Erigaisi. The final was a
two-match affair with each
match consisting of four
games. If the players had

won a match each, a blitz
tie-break would have been
required to decide the win-
ner. Requiring to win the
second match to have a
chance to push the final to a
tie-break, the 19-year old
Indian player found him-
self in trouble against the
world no.1 in red-hot form.
Erigaisi resigned on move
48 and slipped into further

trouble. The second game
was over in 52 moves as
Carlsen dashed the Indian
GM’s hopes. Carlsen had
been unstoppable in the
preliminary phase and lost
just one game, resigning
after just two moves
against Hans Niemann and
subsequently dropping a
game to Lev Aronian in the
quarterfinals.

Kolkata, Sep 26 (PTI):

India all-rounder Deepti
Sharma on Monday re-
vealed that Charlie Dean
was warned against back-
ing up multiple times be-
fore she effected a contro-
versial run out of the
England batter in the third
and final ODI.

The dismissal reignited
an intense debate over the
‘spirit of the game’.

“Woh plan tha hum
logon ka, kyunki woh baar
baar... Hum warn bhi kar
chuke the usko. Jo rules
mein hain, jo guidelines
hain, uske according hi
humne kiya

(We had planned this as
she was not paying heed to
our repeated warnings.
We acted according to the
rules and the guidelines,”
Deepti told reporters upon
her arrival here. Reduced

to 118 for nine in their pur-
suit of 170 in the third
ODI, England’s chase was
led by their No 9 batter
Dean who revived their
hopes with her last wicket
partnership with Freya
Davies.

With 17 needed to win,
Dean was run out for 47
with the veteran Indian
off-spinner deciding to clip
the bails during her deliv-
ery stride to put an end to
their 35-run partnership

that gave India 3-0 sweep.
It was also Jhulan
Goswami’s swansong
game. The run-out is cur-
rently listed in the ‘Unfair
Play’ section of the laws
but is set to be moved to
the ‘Run Out’ section at
the start of next month
when an update in the ICC
Playing Conditions comes
into effect. Deepti further
pointed out that they had
informed the umpires be-
fore running out Dean.

Ho Chi Minh City, Sep 26 (PTI):

The Indian men’s foot-
ball team will have its task
cut out when it takes on
Vietnam in the Hung
Thinh Friendly Football
Tournament here on
Tuesday. In their opener
last Saturday, India were
held to a 1-1 draw by lower-
ranked Singapore.

Up against a confident
Vietnan, who blanked
Singapore 4-0 in their first
match, the Blue Tigers
will have to be extremely
focussed.

“It will be a very differ-
ent game against a much
stronger opponent, so our
approach will also change
accordingly,” said India
head coach Igor Stimac
said on the eve of the
match. “We need to be
more focused, especially

on vertical football and
quick transition. “At the
same time, we must main-
tain focus on our defence
as well. They pose a real
threat from long range
shots, and from their
crosses, and we need to be
able to deal with that,”
said Stimac.

The India head coach
has also closely followed
the match between
Vietnam and Singapore,
and believes that their
Tuesday’s opponents are
an organised unit. “I’ve
watched their first match
against Singapore and
they (Vietnam) are a very
disciplined side,” said
Stimac. “They have also
had enough time after the
first game for recovery,
while we need to see how
many of our boys will be
available and fit to play.”

Guwahati, Sep 26 (PTI):

The Assam Cricket
Association has put in
place elaborate arrange-
ments to minimise time-
loss in the event of rain,
including importing
pitch covers, for the T20
International between
India and South Africa
on October 2, a senior of-
ficial said.

The last cricket match
at Barsapara Stadium
here between India and
Sri Lanka in January
2020 was abandoned fol-
lowing heavy rainfall.

“Guwahati had experi-
enced unprecedented
rainfall in the middle of
winter, and that is why
the match in 2020 had to
be eventually called off.

“The weather forecast
for October 2 is clear, but
the weather is not within
the control of anyone.
We have all arrange-
ments in place in case

there is rain on October
2,” ACA secretary
Devajit Saikia told PTI.

The ACA has imported
two “extremely light-
weight” pitch covers
from the US, he said. It
already has around 20
covers at its disposal.

“These imported cov-

ers ensure that water or
moisture does not seep
into the pitch,” Saikia
said.

He said the ground had
been handed over to the
BCCI chief curator on
September 16, and its
staff is now in charge of
the entire field, includ-

ing the pitch.
Saikia said a capacity

crowd is expected for the
India-South Africa en-
counter, with the first
phase of online ticket
sales garnering good re-
sponse.

“The first batch of on-
line tickets has been sold

out. We will open anoth-
er batch on September
26,” he said.

The stadium can ac-
commodate 39,000 peo-
ple, out of which around
8,000 seats are reserved
as complimentary passes
for different agencies,
state bodies, sponsors
and other invitees, the
ACA official said.

Saikia also said addi-
tional measures are
being planned for crowd
management as the
match schedule coin-
cides with the Durga
Puja days and Gandhi
Jayanti.

“Under the instruction
of the chief minister,
ACA has already held
three rounds of talks
with the district admin-
istration, police and
other agencies.

“A traffic plan is being
chalked out to ensure
minimum inconvenience
to the public,” he added.

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI):

Having returned to top-
flight shooting after a
long sabbatical, Olympic
silver medallist Vijay
Kumar feels athletes
could “forget the ABCD of
sport” if they stay away
from action for three-four
years. London Games sil-
ver medallist pistol shoot-
er Kumar, incidentally,
had taken a long break
from shooting to focus on
his career with the police
in Himachal Pradesh. It
included intense academ-
ic training, field training
and border training, tak-
ing up most of his time
and attention.

It was only last year
that he returned to the
sport, hoping to dominate
it one more time.

“Spending time away was
not a big deal since I was
providing job security for
myself. It is not a big deal,
either, starting the sport
from scratch,” he said.

He conceded, though
that muscle memory
built over many years as
a sport shooter was lost
during police training.
“Technique goes for a
toss. If one doesn’t train
and compete for three or

four years, one forgets the
basics, the ABCD of
sport. When you return
at the highest level, you
realise you have all but
forgotten how to play,” he
rued. Kumar has a clear
target in mind for the up-
coming National Games:
emulate his own five-
gold, one-bronze medal
haul during the 2015 edi-
tion in
Thiruvananthapuram.

‘Need to work on my fitness’

India face Vietnam 
test in football tourney

Julius Baer Cup: Indian GM Erigaisi
goes down to Carlsen in final

Deepti on controversial run out

‘We warned her multiple times’

Assam Cricket Association rain-ready’ for India-South Africa T20

T20I Rankings: India go seven points clear of England at top
DDuubbaaii:: India went seven points clear of England at the top of the ICC T20 rankings following their
narrow series win over Australia in Hyderabad. Down 0-1 against the touring Australia, the Rohit
Sharma-led India bounced back in style to level the series in Nagpur before Virat Kohli and
Suryakumar Yadav’s fifties in the deciding rubber on Sunday sealed a 2-1 win. The six-wicket final
over win improved their ranking by one point to 268 points, a seven-point lead over their closest
rival in England in the ICC T20 rankings released on Monday. The upcoming three-match series
against South Africa will give India a chance to consolidate their lead at the top ahead of the
World Cup in Australia. The Proteas occupy third place on the team rankings with 258 points, but
could stake their claim when they in the upcoming series commencing at Thiruvananthapuram on
Wednesday. Incidentally it was Pakistan’s narrow three-run win over England in the fourth game
in Karachi on Sunday that helped India increase their lead. That series remains tied at two games
apiece, with plenty of rankings points still to play for during the final three matches in Lahore.
Pakistan are currently tied with South Africa for third place on the team rankings with 258 points,
but could rise as high as second by winning the remaining three matches against England.
England on the other hand will maintain second place on the rankings should they win one of
those contests. Reigning World Cup champions Australia, who are placed sixth, dropped one point
to 250 following their series loss to India.

Hyderabad, Sep 26 (PTI):
India skipper Rohit
Sharma wants to
give wicketkeeper
batter Dinesh Karthik
more time in the middle
before the team heads
Down Under for the T20
World Cup next month.

India have been alter-
nating between Karthik
and Rishabh Pant in their
playing XI.

While the young keeper
was given the nod ahead of
the veteran player in the
Asia Cup, Karthik was
picked for all three match-
es against Australia.

“I wanted both of these
guys to have a number of
games under their belt be-
fore the World Cup. When
we went to the Asia Cup
both of these guys were in
the fray to play all games,”
Rohit said at the post-

match press conference
after India clinched the
three-match series against
Australia on Sunday.

“But I just feel that
Dinesh needs a little more
game time. He hardly got
to bat (this series). Just
maybe three balls. So
that’s not enough time,”
Rohit added.

Karthik faced seven
balls in total against
Australia, while Pant
played only one game
where he did not get a
chance to bat.

“Pant also needs game
time obviously. But look-
ing at how this series was
it was important for me to
just stick to that consis-
tent batting lineup.”

India take on South
Africa for a three-match
T20I series, starting
Wednesday and Rohit said
Karthik and Pant’s inclu-
sion in the playing xi will
depend upon the situa-
tion.

Want to give Karthik more
game time ahead of WC: Rohit

Hyderabad, Sep 26 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit
Sharma has backed pacers
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Harshal Patel to hit form
ahead of the T20 World
Cup.

Both Bhuvneshwar and
Harshal, who made a
comeback from injury,
leaked runs in the series,
ending with an economy
rate of 12 plus.

“It’s important that we
give him (Bhuvi) that
space because when you
have a guy like him in in
the team and the quality
that he brings, we know
that he’s had more good
days than the bad days in
the last so many years.”

“We’ve been working on
some plans, and hopefully,
we can give him more op-
tions to bowl in the death.

And then he’ll be as good
as he was before,” said
Rohit in the post match
media interaction.

Despite the woeful run,
Rohit said Bhuvneshwar
is not short on confidence.

“I don’t see that he is
short in confidence. It’s
time for us to show that
faith in him and keep

backing his skillset
“From our side, we are
trying to work out what
are the things we can do
because when you’re
bowling in the death you
can’t be predictable. You
need to have options to
bowl on both sides of the
ground and set the field
accordingly.

One forgets ABCD of sport if he is away
from training for 3-4 years: Vijay Kumar

Rohit keeping the faith 
in Bhuvneshwar and Harshal

Hyderabad, Sep 26 (PTI):

Ravindra Jadeja’s ab-
sence from the T20 series
was expected to weaken
India but the hosts found
an able replacement in
“outstanding” Axar Patel,
said Australia coach

Andrew McDonald.
Left-arm spinner Axar,

who was shoed in as a like-
for-like replacement for
the injured Jadeja, im-
pressed everyone with his
bowling, ending as the
leading wicket-taker in the
three-match series.

“Axar, in particular, had
an outstanding series.
With Jaddu out everyone
thought that it might be-
come a bit of a weakness
for India, but they’ve
found another one again,
which tends to happen,”
McDonald said at the post-
match press conference
after India clinched the se-
ries.

The Australian bowling
attack, comprising the
pace duo of Pat Cummins
and Josh Hazlewood, was
taken to the cleaners by
the Indian batters.

Everyone thought Jadeja’s 
absence would weaken India but
Axar was outstanding: McDonald

Jaipur/New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Congress in-charge for
Rajasthan Ajay Maken on
Monday accused MLAs in
the Ashok Gehlot camp of
"indiscipline" and said
their demand setting con-
ditions for a party resolu-
tion on picking the next
chief minister was a "con-
flict of interest".

"In the 75 years of
Congress history, there has
never been a conditional
resolution. Resolution is
one-line only. Everything
is told to the Congress
president and then a deci-
sion is taken," Maken told
reporters here before leav-
ing for New Delhi.

"Resolution should not
have any conflict of inter-

est. Those who are con-
testing elections and to-
morrow become party
president, they get to de-
cide on the resolution and
this is a conflict of inter-
est. So, it is wrong," he
said without naming
Gehlot.

In a related develop-
ment, the Congress high
command has called sen-
ior leader Kamal Nath to
Delhi who is likely to meet
party chief Sonia Gandhi
on Monday, sources said.

The visit of Kamal
Nath, the Madhya
Pradesh Congress chief, to
Delhi comes amid a politi-
cal drama in Rajasthan
over leadership change
following Ashok Gehlot's
announcement that he

would contest the
Congress president polls.

Kamal Nath is known to
have close ties with the
Rajasthan chief minister
and could be asked to bro-
ker a truce, the sources
said. On Sunday night,
Rajasthan ministers
Shanti Dhariwal, Mahesh
Joshi and Pratap Singh
Khachariyawas had met
Maken and another AICC
observer Mallikarjun
Kharge at the Chief
Minister Gehlot's resi-
dence to convey the mes-
sage of the MLAs loyal to
him.

Maken said the delega-
tion put forward three
conditions: A decision on
the selection of chief min-
ister should be taken after

the Congress presidential
election, the chief minis-
ter should be from among
those MLAs who stood
with the government dur-
ing the political crisis in
2020 and not from the Pilot
camp, and the AICC ob-
servers should hold meet-
ings in groups instead of
one-to-one as sought by
the high command.

"We will listen to every-
one. No decision is being
taken. Whatever you will
say will be conveyed to
Delhi... We have directions
to hold one-to-one meet-
ings with MLAs so that
they speak frankly,"
Maken said.

"So, no one should be
worried that their feelings
and thoughts are not

being conveyed. But, they
(delegation of ministers)
insisted that their three
demands should be part of
the resolution," he said.

Maken said he and
Kharge kept waiting for
the MLAs on Sunday
night but they did not
turn up. "So today, we are
returning to New Delhi to
apprise Sonia Gandhi
about the developments,"
he added.

On Monday, Joshi, who
is also Congress' chief
whip in the Rajasthan
Assembly, said the party
MLAs have no objection to
whoever is made the chief
minister, but the final de-
cision of the high com-
mand should be agreeable
to them.

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The Delhi government on
Monday started vaccinat-
ing healthy cattle to prevent
the spread of lumpy skin
disease, which has so far in-
fected 571 animals in the na-
tional capital, officials said.
A total of 275 animals have
recovered from the infec-
tion in Delhi so far, and the
number of active cases
stands at 296.

"We have procured
25,000 doses of goat pox
vaccine from Indian
Immunologicals Limited
and have started vaccinat-
ing healthy cattle in Delhi
today," an official of the
animal husbandry depart-
ment said. These doses

will be administered free
of cost. It will take around
a week to complete the
vaccination drive, he said.
The government will
adopt the ring vaccination
strategy in which healthy
cattle in a five-km radius
of the affected areas will
be inoculated with the
Uttarkashi strain of the
virus, the official said.

Most cases of lumpy skin
disease have been detected
in the southwest Delhi dis-
trict -- in the Goyla dairy
area, Rewla Khanpur area,
Ghumanhera and
Najafgarh. No cattle death
has been reported in the
capital due to the infection
so far. The authorities re-
ported 173 cases of the

lumpy skin disease in the
capital on September 11.
The first case was detected
at the end of August. The
Delhi government has de-
ployed four mobile veteri-
nary clinics and set up 11
rapid response teams to col-
lect samples. Four teams
are creating awareness of
the virus among people.

The city government has
also set up a special control
room with helpline number
8287848586 for queries relat-
ed to the disease. An isola-
tion ward has been set up in
Rewla Khanpur Gau Sadan
in southwest Delhi for stray
cattle suffering from the
lumpy skin disease. The
cow shelter can accommo-
date 4,500 cattle.

Docs seek inclusion of
training as family physicians

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

A group of doctors have
stressed on the importance
of family physicians in the
healthcare ecosystem, say-
ing they can deliver holistic
treatment and prevent un-
necessary burden on sec-
ondary and tertiary hospi-
tals. Members of the
Academy of Family
Physicians of India (AFPI),
which celebrated its foun-
dation day on September
25, called for the inclusion
of training as family physi-
cians in the MBBS course.

They act as single point
of contact for all healthcare

needs of a family and pre-
vent unnecessary burden
on secondary and tertiary
healthcare systems, they
underlined. Dr Raman
Kumar, AFPI national pres-
ident, said, "A family physi-
cian is not only a family
doctor but acts as a guide,
who helps a family in mak-
ing informed healthcare
decisions." AFPI founda-
tion day was attended by
doctors from across India
and experts from various
fields conducted a national
consultation on the manda-
tory inclusion of 'training
as family physician' in the
MBBS course at all Indian
medical colleges in the
background of the COVID-
19. "This AFPI foundation

day was also declared
'National Family Medicine
Day'," Dr Kumar said.

Dr SK Sarin, Director of
Institute of Liver and
Biliary Sciences, New
Delhi, and president,
National Academy of
Medical Sciences (NAMS),
delivered the foundation
day oration. "Family physi-
cians play a pivotal role in
the prevention of diseases
and their complications,"
he said. Director of
Central Government
Health Scheme (CGHS)
Alok Saxena highlighted
the in the country and em-
phasised on its revival and
the integration of family
physicians with the health
system.

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

Highlighting the dilapi-
dated condition of the
Ahmedabad-Mumbai Tejas
Express, the IRCTC has
written to the Railways so
that a Vande Bharat rake
can be allocated to run the
corporate train.
Malfunctioning bio-toilets
and LCD screens, and
water leakage in coaches
are some of the issues red-
flagged by the IRCTC since
July in its letters to the
Railway Board and the
Western Railways, the zone
in which the train runs,
urging them to help fix the
same.

"One of the Vande
Bharat rakes be kindly allo-
cated for the corporate

train Tejas Express with a
composition of 16 coaches
," an Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) letter
to the Railway Board and
the Western Railways read.

"This (providing Vande
Bharat train) will not only
put an end to bevy of pas-
senger complaints being re-
ceived especially during
the monsoon season for
rake deficiencies rather it
shall also solve all the woes
of the mechanical depart-
ment both in maintenance
as well as flexibility in
spares management," it
added. A rake is a line of
coupled passenger coaches
or freight wagons or rail-
cars (excluding the locomo-
tive) that typically move to-

gether. The letters also said
that the train was being
maintained on an "ad hoc
basis in a piecemeal way"
which is not benefitting the
premium train service.

"The non-maintenance of
coaches has resulted in de-
teriorating the condition of
the coaches and thereby
tarnishing the brand Tejas
and arising complaints
from passengers travelling
on board," another letter
read. In the latest letter ear-
lier this month, the IRCTC
raised the issue of no sup-
port for the maintenance of
high-end equipment on
board by the original equip-
ment manufacturers
(OEM) after the expiry of
the annual maintenance
contract (AMC). It said the

IRCTC was running the
train despite the "rake
being provided to IRCTC
and the issues of mainte-
nance being faced on are
current basis". "Even the
rake allotted is reportedly a
pilot manufacture of Tejas
rake by RCF (Railway
Coach Factory) which was
not very successful; all sub-
sequent Tejas rakes run-
ning now have been manu-
factured at MCF (Modern
Coach Factory). There is no
OEM support ," it said.

Among other incidents
in the IRCTC-operated
Ahmedabad-Mumbai Tejas
Express referred to in the
letters is the collapse of a
ceiling panel, which oc-
curred twice in the last
year, in which passengers

suffered head injuries.
Other issues highlighted

include recurring deficien-
cies like choked toilets,
leakages from roof, electri-
cal panel faults, faulty info-
tainment systems, non-
functional GPS and faulty
coach entry main doors
which are either not open-
ing or opening on both
sides. The train is main-
tained by the Western
Railway in Ahmedabad.
The latest letter comes in
the wake of a slew of com-
munique from the rail PSU
to both the Railway Board
as well as the Western
Railways, asking them to
rethink the timings of the
soon-to-be-launched Vande
Bharat Express between
Ahmedabad and Mumbai.

SC rejects plea against 
demolishing Rane’s bungalow

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Monday dismissed a plea
challenging the Bombay
High Court verdict that di-
rected the Mumbai civic
body to demolish the
unauthorised construc-
tion at Union minister
Narayan Rane's bungalow
in the Juhu area, noting
that there was a violation
of the Floor Space Index
and Coastal Regulation
Zone rules.

The floor space index
(FSI) is the maximum per-
missible floor area that
can be built on a particu-
lar plot or/piece of land.
The plea against the high
court judgement was filed
in the apex court by
Kaalkaa Real Estates Pvt
Ltd, a company owned by
Rane's family.

The petition came up
for hearing before a bench
of Justices S K Kaul and

A S Oka, which refused to
entertain it. On
September 20, the high
court said, "There is no
dispute that the petitioner
has carried out large scale
unauthorised construc-
tion in blatant violation of
the sanctioned plan and
the provisions of law."

The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) had earlier told the
high court that it was
willing to hear the second
application for regulari-
sation of unauthorised
construction at the Juhu
bungalow of Union
Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises
Minister Narayan Rane,
even as the first applica-
tion had been rejected.

The high court had said
if the BMC's stand was
accepted, then any mem-
ber of the public in this
city can first carry out
large-scale unauthorised

construction and then
seek regularisation. The
high court, in its judge-
ment, had said it was "as-
tonished " with this stand
of the BMC.

It said the BMC cannot
be permitted to consider
and allow the second ap-
plication filed by the com-
pany seeking regularisa-
tion of the unauthorised
construction as it would
"encourage wholesale
construction of unautho-
rised structures".

The high court had dis-
missed the petition filed
by Kaalkaa Real Estates
Pvt Ltd seeking direc-
tions to the BMC to decide
their second application
uninfluenced by orders
passed by the civic body
earlier. The BMC had in
June this year rejected
the regularisation appli-
cation, noting there were
violations in the con-
struction.

Maken accuses Gehlot  supporters of ‘indiscipline’

Kottayam (Ker), Sep 25 (PTI): 

As Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Sunday
called for uniting the oppo-
sition, including the
Congress and the Left, to
take on the BJP, the saf-
fron party's chief J P
Nadda targeted them by al-
leging that they were all
"corrupt" and "family par-
ties". Speaking at the inau-
guration of BJP district of-
fice here, Nadda said the
opposition parties were all
state or regional parties
and most of them were
"family parties".

"Today in Haryana,
there is a meeting of oppo-
sition leaders. They have
all gathered together to
celebrate Devi Lal's birth
anniversary. Two things
are common to them. One,
they all are family parties
and two, all are fully neck
deep in corruption. Some
of them are out on bail
and others are accused in

cases. "So you can see the
kind of challenge the BJP
is facing," he said.

In a major step towards
forging a united anti-BJP
front, Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
NCP supremo Sharad
Pawar and other promi-
nent opposition leaders
today called for a new al-

liance that includes the
Congress for the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, stressing that
a bipolar contest will en-
sure the BJP's defeat.

Kumar and RJD presi-
dent Lalu Prasad Yadav
also met Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi this
evening. Nadda further
said that BJP was the only

national party in the coun-
try as other national par-
ties have "shrunk". "There
is no other national party
left except us. All other na-
tional parties have been
reduced to state and re-
gional parties. They have
shrunk. "Even the Indian
National Congress is no
longer a national party. It
is not even an Indian party
anymore. It has become a
bhai-behen, brothers and
sisters, party," he said.

Giving examples of fam-
ily or dynastic parties in
the various states, Nadda
said, "In Jammu and
Kashmir we have PDP and
National Conference, in
Punjab we have
Shiromani Akali Dal con-
trolled by the Badal family,
in Haryana we have the
Chautala family party, in
Uttar Pradesh we have
Samajwadi Party con-
trolled by Mulayam Singh
Yadav and Akhilesh Yadav
family...."

IRCTC for Vande Bharat rake as replacement
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Nadda On INLD Rally

Devotees during their visit to offer prayers at the Mata Longa Wali Devi Temple on the first day of 'Navratri'
festival, in Amritsar, Monday.

NAVRATRI PRAYERS

Kashmiri fruit growers burn boxes used for packing fruits during their protest at Parimpora wholesale fruit
market in Srinagar, Monday.

FRUIT GROWERS PROTEST

‘Oppn parties are ‘corrupt,’ family-based’

BJP National President JP Nadda during his visit to offer
prayers at the Panachikkadu Dakshina Mookambika
Temple, in Kottayam, Kerala. 

IRCTC offers Durga
Puja special menu

for passengers 

New Delhi, Sep 26 (PTI):
In a first, passengers travel-
ling in the country's eastern
region will have a chance to
gorge on sumptuous
Bengali cuisine, with the
Indian Railways Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) serving special
Durga Puja menu on board
trains, officials said. The
menu will be available in
around 70 trains passing
through Howrah, Sealdah
and Asansol stations in
West Bengal and Jasidih
Junction in Jharkhand
which have IRCTC's e-cater-
ing facility, they said.
Passengers can call on 1323
to book their meals and get
them delivered to their
seats, officials said. This is
the latest offering from the
Rail PSU, which started its
'Vrat Navratri' special thalis
last year for passengers on
fast during the festival.

Delhi starts vaccination drive to 
curb spread of lumpy skin disease

Travelling in 
eastern region

Ahmd-Mum Tejas coaches in ‘dilapidated’ state

̈ In MBBS course


