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Raipur, Sep 25: Addressing
a press conference the
Congress leaders claimed
through a projector high-
lighting the promises made
by the party during the re-
lease of party’s manifesto in
2018, claiming that the
promise of waiving of loan
to the farmers was the one
taken with ‘gangajal’ and
added that this clearly
proves the mastery on part
BJP in telling lies. The
party leaders claimed that
Congress had never prom-
ised to ban liquor in the
state taking ‘gangajal’ in
their hand. On this issue all
the Congress leaders have
given ultimatum of 3 days
to ex-CM Dr Raman Singh
to beg an apology to accept
that it was pure lie, other-
wise he will be issued no-
tice.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Rajiv Bhavan
President PCC Media cell
Sushil Anand Shukla
charged that the BJP lead-
ers all over the state are try-
ing to spread false news in
the name of ‘gangajal’ and
by taking out ‘Gangajal
Samman Yatra’, they are
trying to spread rumour
about all the promises made
by Congress in last VS elec-

tions. One of the senior-
most leaders of BJP leaving
behind all respect and
shame has charged
Congress of having made
the promise of ban on
liquor in the state, taking
‘gangajal’ in their hand.

The reality he said is that
in the same Rajiv Bhavan
way back in 2018, the party
leaders have addressed a
press conference in front of
media persons taking
‘Gangajal’ as testimony for
the promises to be fulfilled
and in this it was only the
waiver of loan that of farm-
ers which was taken and no
other promise.

Addressing a press con-
ference the then senior
Congress leader RP Singh,
the then national
spokesman Jaivir Shergil,
national spokesperson
Radhika Khera, the then
media Chairman Shailesh
Nitin Trivedi, existing
Chairman Sushil Anand
Shukla were present in that
conference. Now RPN Singh
is not in Congress and so is
Jaivir Shergil. Shukla in-
formed that it was BJP’s IT
cell which made a fake let-
ter viral and the then gen.
secy. Girish Dewangan fake
letter pad was there and it
was bearing signature of

ex-Chairman Media Cell
Shailesh Nitin Trivedi. In
the above fake letter it was
mentioned that the very
declaration of waiver of
loan to farmers in the mani-
festo is wrong and do not
give emphasis on the same.
It is in order to expose this
fake promise of BJP that
this press conference was
organised and in this only
there was talk about waiver
of loan to farmers.
Congress charged that it is
former CM Raman Singh,
former Leader of Oppn.
Dharmlal Kaushik, State
BJP President Arun Sao
and Leader of Oppn in VS
Narayan Chandel are the
one who are spreading the
false news.

PCC Treasurer Ramgopal
Agrawal said that it is BJP
with a lie saying that
Congress made all promises
taking ‘Gangajal’ in their
hand and contrary to this
he challenged the BJP lead-
ers to take ‘Gangajal’ in
their hand and promise that
it was Congress who as-
sured to fulfill all promises
taking ‘Ganjajal’ and added
that if BJP leaders are
ready, he is ready to provide
‘gangajal’ to them.

State PCC spokesman RP
Singh charged BJP of prac-

ticing politics of ‘lie’ and its
national leaders too speak
lies. Smriti Irani spoke the
lie that Rahul Gandhi did
not go to Swami
Vivekanand memorial prior
to start of his ‘Bharat Jodo-
Yatra’. But the reality is that
Rahul Gandhi prior to pay-
ing tributes to his father in
the crematorium, first went
to offer due respect to
Swami Vivekanand.
Similarly wrong and dubi-
ous claims were made
about the girl walking
along with Rahul Gandhi
and it surpassed all limits
of lie when the BJP TN
IT’s cell  head passed a
wrong quote and prior to
this Sambit Patra issued
incorrect post in the
Twitter. The former CM
Raman Singh shared the
same fake document to
which the Tweet has de-
clared as manipulated doc-
ument. So BJP is right
from its inception taking
help of lies and practicing
the same today as well.
Their only one line state-
ment is that keep on
spreading the false news to
such a level that people
start treating it as correct
and same thing happened
in case of ‘Gangajal’ issue,
he added.

Cong warns to issues notice to ex-CM
if he does not beg an apology 

In case of Cong
promise to ban
liquor in state tak-
ing ‘Gangajal’ dur-
ing release of its
manifesto

Raipur, Sep 25: In the
women’s single final of Chief
Minister Trophy India

International Challenge
Badminton tournament -2022,
Tasnim Mir (India) won the
title defeating Samia Imad
Farouqi (India) by 14-21, 21-17
and 21-11. In the finals of
men’s single, Priyanshu
Rajawat (India) defeated
Shubhankar Dey (India) in
two straight sets of 21-13,
21-11.

Similarly in the women’s

doubles of the tournament,
Chisato Hosi and Miyu
Takahashi (Japan) together
defeated Apkesha Nayak and
Venkatesh Ramya (India) by
12-21; 21-12 and 21-7. In the
men’s double, Ishan
Bhatnagar & Sai Prateek K
(India) defeated KP Garga and
Vishnuvardhan Gaud Panjala
(India) by 17-21; 21-15; 23-21
and won the title.

Raipur, Sep 25 People
performed Shradh ritu-
als and ‘tarpan’ to pay
obeisance to their an-
cestors at Mahadev
Ghat of Kharun river
Sarva Pitru Amavasya
which marks the end of
Pitru Paksha on
Sunday.

the process of per-
forming ‘tarpan’ contin-
ued from house to
house on Sunday. After
performing all these rit-
uals they offered food
and ‘dakshina’ to the
Brahmins besides seek-

ing blessings of their
anscestors for happi-
ness and prosperity of
their families.

Arrangements were
made at Mahadev Ghat
for offerings, tarpan

under the leadership of
Shaswat Hindu
Pratishthan convenor
Rajiv Lochan
Srivastava, Anoop
Masand and Vikas
Agarwal.

Prayers were done for
the peace of the souls of
all the known and un-
known dead with per-
formance of ‘Havan’,
ritual of ‘Pind Daan’
and offering of water.

‘Tarpan’ and shradh rituals performed 
To pay obeisance to
ancestors at
Mahadevghat

Pitru Amavasya

Raipur, Sep 25: The CBI
team arrested two persons
from the capital Raipur in
connection with Child
Pornography (Child
Sexual Abuse Material)
case.

According to the infor-
mation received, the com-
plete information about
the arrest of the arrested
persons has not been re-
vealed, but SSP Raipur has
confirmed that the CBI
team arrested two youths
from Kota of Saraswati

Nagar police station area
of ??Raipur. It has been
learnt that two persons
have been arrested from
from Kota area of
??Saraswati Nagar, Raipur
in the crime registered in
Delhi under sections of
child pornography.

The CBI cracked down
on those involved in down-
loading and sharing con-
tents of child pornogra-
phy. Based on the informa-
tion received from New
Zealand through Interpol,
the CBI conducted raids at
59 places in 21 states and
union territories by
launching operation
“Megh Chakra”. During
this forensic examination
of mobiles and laptops of
50 people was done, in

which evidence of spread-
ing child pornography has
been found in many.

According to a senior of-
ficial, the Crime Against
Children (CAC), a special
unit of Interpol based in
Singapore, had informed
the CBI about the down-
loading and sharing of
child pornography by
many people in India.
Interpol got this informa-
tion from the New Zealand
Police. It was also told that
people associated with this
crime use cloud-based
storage to evade the inves-
tigating agencies.

The places where CBI
raided under Operation
“Megh Chakra” include
Delhi, Fatehabad and
Faridabad in Haryana,

Dehradun in Uttarakhand,
Ranchi and Dhanbad in
Jharkhand, Hathras and
Maharajganj in Uttar
Pradesh, Siwan and
Bhagalpur in Bihar,
Gurdaspur and
Hoshiarpur in Punjab and
Mandi in Himachal
Pradesh.

Mobiles and laptops of
50 suspects besides
other devices have been
recovered during the
raid. The senior official
said that with the help
of cyber forensic tools,
immediate preliminary
forensic examination of
these devices was done.
Many of them indicate
the presence of a large
number of child sexual
abuse material.

Two arrested from Raipur 
 Under ‘Operation

Meghchakra’

 In connection with

child pornography 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 25: Chief
Minister Mr.Bhupesh
Baghel wrote a letter to
Union Railway Minister
Mr.Ashwini Vaishnaw
requesting to approve
the implementation of
option-1 after partial
modification in the
Katghora-Dongargarh
rail project.

He said that this proj-
ect will not be just in the
interest of Chhattisgarh
but also for the country.

Referring to the letter
dated 28 June 2021 of the
Ministry of Railways,
the Chief Minister stat-
ed that the State
Government gave their
consent with modified

alignment for the imple-
mentation of Option-1
mentioned in the
test/survey report on
March 23, 2022.

However, the State
Government has not re-
ceived any message/cor-
respondence regarding
the action being taken
by the Government of
India in this regard.

He said that “I would
also like to bring your
attention to the fact that
the alignment of the
survey conducted by
South-East Central
Railway in the year 2015
has also been with
Option-1.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that, since the
above project is to be im-
plemented under Public
Private Partnership
(PPP), the feasibility of
the project is required to
be based on Public-
Private integrity.

As per the feasibility
report, even after the
above modification in
the alignment, the proj-
ect is feasible.”

Baghel asks Centre to approve
implementation of option-1 

After partial modi-
fication in the
Katghora-
Dongargarh Rail
Project

Writes to Union
Railway Minister

Raipur, Sep 25: A delega-
tion of Sarv Adivasi
Samaj office bearers led
by Parliamentary
Secretary Shishupal Sori
met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his
residence office today.
While discussing the
issue of reservation with
the office bearers of
Sarva Adivasi Samaj the

Chief Minister assured
that tribals would get
their due rights. The state
government will always
make efforts to protect
the rights of tribals, he
said. Sarva Adivasi Samaj
state president Bharat
Singh and other office
bearers and members
were present during
meeting.

Sarva Adivasi Samaj
delegation meets CM

Ch’garh sees 90 COVID-19 cases, one death, 96 recoveries
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2255::  Chhattisgarh on Saturday reported 90 COVID-19
cases at a positivity rate of 1.65 per cent, taking the tally to
11,75,957, while the death toll increased by one to reach 14,130,
an official said. The recovery count rose by 96 and touched
11,61,286, leaving the state with 541 active cases, he said. “Raipur
led with 33 cases, followed by 13 in Durg, among other districts.
No coronavirus case was reported in 12 districts. With 5,454 sam-
ples examined during the day, the tally of tests carried out so far
went up to 1,86,07,875,” he said.

Tasnim Mir and Priyanshu
Rajawat emerge champions

Wins the finals of women’s
and men’s single 

Of CM Trophy India Int’nl
Challege Badminton tourney



Extend
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Kerala
government has extend-
ed the tenure of former
diplomat Venu Rajamony
as its Officer on Special
Duty (OSD) by one year,
according to an official
order. Rajamony, former
India's Ambassador to
the Netherlands, had
assumed the charge as
the OSD to the Kerala
government for external
cooperation in
September last year. His
one-year term ended on
September 16, 2022.

Strike
KKoollkkaattaa:: A strike by con-
tract workers of South
Bengal State Transport
Corporation (SBSTC)
severely affected bus
services in the southern
and western districts of
West Bengal on Sunday.
The contract workers,
mainly drivers and their
assistants, have not
been taking out buses
from various depots in
south Bengal since
September 22, demand-
ing equal pay for equal
work with regular staff
and for making their
jobs permanent. 

Mishap
LLaalliittppuurr:: Four persons
lost their lives, while
eight others were injured
when a tractor collided
head-on with a truck in
the Talbehat police sta-
tion area here on Sunday
morning, police said.
Additional
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Anil Kumar said at
around 9 am on Sunday,
there was a head-on colli-
sion between a truck and
a tractor in Bamorisar vil-
lage in which tractor pas-
sengers Pannalal (42),
Kiran (36), Aarti (36) and
Nirpat (50) died on the
spot, while eight persons
were injured.

Result today
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The results of
the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) for
admission to postgradu-
ate programmes will be
announced on Monday,
according to UGC
Chairman Jagadesh
Kumar. "National Testing
Agency (NTA) will
declare CUET-PG results
on 26 September
(Monday) by 4 pm,
required for Post-gradu-
ate admissions in the
participating universities.
Best wishes to all the
students," he tweeted.

Watery grave
KKhhaannddwwaa:: A 17-year-old
boy from Haryana
drowned while bathing
in Narmada river at
Omkareshwar temple in
Madhya Pradesh's
Khandwa district on
Sunday, police said.
Shaurya Kumar, a Class
12 student, was part of
a group of 43 students
and four teachers from
Kurukshetra Awasiya
Vidyalaya who had
come for a trip,
Mandhata police station
in-charge Balram Singh
Rathore said.

Chennai, Sep 25 (PTI): 

India is at the cusp of a
scientific revolution in
many sectors, including
quantum technologies,
digital technologies, and
health care, Principal
Scientific Advisor to
Government of India,
Ajay Kumar Sood said on
Sunday.

Speaking at an event
near here, he said the
country's response to the
COVID-19 pandemic has
taught people that by
working collectively
India can make an "expo-
nential progress."

"The office of
Principal Scientific
Adviser has commenced
discussions on the
launch of one health
mission cutting across
departments and min-
istries of the govern-
ment which will inte-
grate disease surveil-
lance and control, cut-

ting across humans, live-
stock and wildlife," Sood
said after presenting the

degrees to students of
SRM Institute of Science
and Technology during
the 18th Convocation
held at its campus near
here.

The world today is
looking at India with ad-
miration and expectation
that it would contribute
to solving global issues,
such as clean energy,
water remediation, clean
environment and sus-
tainable growth.
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A clay model of Goddess Durga
installed at a community Durga
Puja pandal for worship, ahead
of Durga Puja celebrations, in

Kolkata, Sunday.

Jaipur, Sep 25:

Sachin Pilot, seen as
Congress High
Command's choice for the
next Chief Minister of
Rajasthan, may not have a
smooth sailing. What was
expected to be a transition
of power under the eyes of
the party's Central leaders,
may have turned into an
impasse with Team Ashok
Gehlot digging in its heels
after a meeting today.
Sources said 56 MLAs of
Team Gehlot have unani-
mously decided that the
Chief Minister should be
one of the 102 MLAs who
supported the government
during the rebellion by Mr
Pilot and his 18 loyalists in
2020. The Gehlot loyalists,
including 16 ministers,
met on Sunday evening at
the home of Shanti

Dhariwal ahead of the
crucial Legislature Party

meet where the next Chief
Minister is expected to be

named. Gehlot is away in
Jaisalmer but will be back
for the crucial Congress
meet later in the evening.
The meet will be held
under the eyes of central
leader KC Venugopal and
state in-charge Ajay
Maken. But the party's in-
terim chief, Sonia Gandhi,
will name the next Chief
Minister, sources have
said.

Gehlot, the frontrunner
for the post of the party
president, had been ex-
tremely reluctant to leave
the top job in Rajasthan in
order to keep  Pilot out.
But after Rahul Gandhi's
vocal support of the
party's "one man one post"
resolution, his hands are
tied. Sources, however,
have indicated earlier that
if not him, Gehlot would
prefer a loyalist to head

the government.
Independent MLA

Sanyam Lodha, who also
attended the meet said, "If
the decision is not taken
according to the wishes of
the MLAs, how will the
government run? The gov-
ernment will fall".

Gehlot told reporters in
Jaisalmer that they have
faith in the party high
command's decision. "All
Congressmen unanimous-
ly keep faith on the
Congress president, and
today also, you will get a
glimpse of it," he was quot-
ed as saying by news
agency Press Trust of
India.

The way numbers stack
up in Rajasthan, the 13
Independent MLAs hold
the key. Of the 13
Independents, 12 are with
Mr Gehlot.

Raipur, Sep 25: 

Union Minister
Bhagwanth Khuba on
Sunday accused
the Congress gov-
ernment in
Chhattisgarh of
politicising the
issue of availabili-
ty of chemical fer-
tilisers, which are
supplied by the
Centre to states for
farmers.

Talking to re-
porters here, the minister
of state for chemicals and
fertilisers claimed that
farmers in the country
never faced scarcity of fer-
tilisers since the Narendra
Modi government came to
power in 2014.

Khuba cited the data of
fertiliser stocks available
with the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, which are meant
to be distributed during the
ongoing Kharif crops sea-
son. Asked about the state

government's claim that the
Centre does not supply suf-
ficient chemical fertilisers
to the state, the minister

said, "The
Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment should
not politicise the
issue of fertilisers.
There are multiple
other issues that
can be politicised."

Farmers in the
country have not
fallen short of even
one sack of fertilis-

er in the last eight years
since the Modi government
came to power, he said.

"The price of fertilisers
had gone up five times in
the last two years in the in-
ternational market. Despite
this, the Modi government
did not hike prices of fer-
tilisers and ensured suffi-
cient supply. Even the total
fertilisers subsidy of Rs 1.29
lakh crore has reached to
2.50 lakh crore," Khuba
said.

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
announced that the
Chandigarh airport will
now be named after
Shaheed Bhagat Singh as
a tribute to the great free-
dom fighter.

In his Mann Ki Baat
radio broadcast, Modi also
said that climate change is
a major threat to marine
ecosystems and that the
litter on beaches is dis-
turbing.

"It becomes our respon-
sibility to make serious
and continuous efforts to
tackle these challenges,"
he said.

In the broadcast, Modi
paid tributes to BJP ideo-

logue Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya, saying he was
a profound thinker and a
great son of the country.

Modi also said that 130
crore Indians were filled
with pride over the return
of cheetahs. He said a task
force will monitor them
and on the basis of that it
will be decided when peo-
ple can see them.

Amravati, Sep 25 (PTI): 

Twelve infants kept on
ventilator support in the
neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU) at a government-
run hospital here were res-
cued unhurt after a fire
broke there out on Sunday,
officials said.

The incident occurred
around 11 am at the District
Women Hospital in
Amravati city in eastern
Maharashtra, they said.

"The hospital staff no-
ticed smoke coming out
from the neonatal ICU.
They immediately in-
formed the fire brigade and
rescued 12 newborn babies,
who were kept there on ven-
tilator support, in time and

avoided a major tragedy," a
district official said.

The fire tenders reached
in time and doused the
blaze, which broke out ap-
parently due to a short cir-
cuit in one of the ventila-
tors, he said.

"No infant was injured in
the incident," the official
said, adding that the res-
cued babies were shifted to
a superspeciality hospital
and other facilities immedi-
ately. According to the offi-
cial, Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, who
was newly appointed as the
guardian minister of the
district, directed the au-
thorities to submit a report
over the incident within 24
hours.

Chandigarh, Sep 25 (PTI):

The "last batch" of 55
Afghan Sikhs and Hindus
landed in Delhi on Sunday
evening, AAP MP
Vikramjit Singh Sahney
said.

The Rajya Sabha MP
said the Ministry of
External Affairs had earli-
er granted e-visas to this
batch of Afghan minorities
and their repatriation was
facilitated by both Indian
and Afghanistan govern-
ments.

A special aircraft had
been arranged by the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee,
Amritsar, to bring 38 adults
and 17 children, including

three infants, Sahney had
earlier said in a statement.
"With the grace of god, the
last batch of 55 Sikhs and
Hindu refugees from
#Afghanistan landed in
New Delhi safely Thanks
to @MEAIndia for issuing
E visas & facilitating evac-
uation. We will rehabilitate
them under our pro-
g r a m m e
#MyFamilyMyResponsibil
ty. Also Thanks to
@SGPCAmritsar," Sahney
said in a tweet. Earlier, in
his statement, Sahney had
said, "We are in continuous
touch with the Ministry of
External Affairs for the
evacuation of this last
batch which is stranded
there."

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI): 

The government aims to
deliver 10 lakh Ayushman
Bharat cards every day
under its flagship health in-
surance scheme AB PM-
JAY, Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said
on Sunday while highlight-
ing that 3.95 crore admis-
sions in hospitals amount-
ing to Rs 45,294 crore have
been done so far under it.

Over 19 crore people have
been provided Ayushman
Bharat cards so far under
the scheme spanning its
coverage in 33 states and
Union Territories, he said.

The minister said this
after inaugurating the
"Arogya Manthan 2022" to

celebrate four years of the
implementation of the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB PM-JAY) and one year
of the implementation of
the Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission (ABDM).

More than 24 crore
ABHA (Ayushman Bharat

Health Account) numbers
have been generated under
the ABDM, Mandaviya
said.

"This reflects an impor-
tant milestone in the digiti-
sation of health records in
the country," he said.

"Earlier 1-1.5 lakh
Ayushman cards were
made daily, now the num-
ber is 4-5 lakh. The target is
to make 10 lakh cards every
day," Mandaviya said.

He said under the
Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission,
about Rs 100 crore will be
spent in every district to
strengthen the health infra-
structure in the country.

He said the government's
focus is to make health

services reach a person at
the end of the delivery
chain, enabled by technolo-
gy. Mandaviya said the PM-
JAY has been successful in
bridging the gap between
the rich and the poor in
terms of accessibility of
healthcare services in the
country.

"Stressed on making
healthcare more affordable
and accessible while ad-
dressing the august gather-
ing. Also, called for taking
AB PM Jan Arogya Yojana
& Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission schemes to
greater heights by working
together in cooperation
with States & private play-
ers," the minister said in a
tweet.

New D9elhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

Senior bureaucrat
Rajendra Kumar has been
appointed the director
general of the Employees'
State Insurance
Corporation, as part of a
senior-level bureaucratic
reshuffle effected by the
Centre on Sunday.

Kumar, a 1992-batch
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer of
Tamil Nadu cadre, is cur-
rently an additional secre-
tary in the Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology.

He has been appointed
the DG of ESIC, an order
issued by the Personnel
Ministry said.

As per the order, T
Natarajan, a 1996-batch
IAS officer of Gujarat
cadre, will be an addition-
al secretary in the

Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of
Finance.

V Hekali Zhimomi has
been appointed as addi-
tional secretary in the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare. She is at
present working as a joint
secretary in the same de-
partment.

Ashish Srivastava,
Additional Secretary and
Financial Adviser in the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, has been
named as adviser in the
Inter State Council

Secretariat, Ministry of
Home Affairs.

Jaideep Kumar Mishra,
who is currently an addi-
tional secretary in the
Ministry of Electronics
and Information
Technology, will now be
additional secretary and
financial adviser to the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, replacing
Srivastava. Nitishwar
Kumar has been appointed
as additional secretary
and financial adviser in
the Ministry of Women
and Child Development,
by temporarily upgrading
a vacant post of joint sec-
retary and financial advis-
er in the ministry, the
order said.

Kumar, a 1996-batch IAS
officer of Uttar Pradesh
cadre, is currently on
inter-cadre deputation in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Impasse for Pilot as team
Gehlot stakes claim for CM

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot on Sunday said he has held
constitutional posts for 40 years and
the new generation should get a
chance now, virtually admitting an
imminent change of guard in the
state. Gehlot, who has announced contesting for the post of
Congress president, made the remarks during to a visit to Jaisalmer
to offer prayer at the Tanot Mata Temple, in an indication that the
Congress may choose Sachin Pilot as his successor in the state. "I
have said it earlier as well. No post is important to me. I am doing
politics for last 50 years. I have remained on some constitutional
post or other for 40 years. What more I can get and want. So, it is
in my mind that the new generation should get a chance and we all
will together give a leadership in the country," Gehlot told
reporters in Jaisalmer. Gehlot said the media reported that he did
not want to leave the post of chief minister even though not the
case. "I have said this to (the party) high command in August itself
that the next election should be fought under a leadership so that
the possibility of winning increases. Whether it is me or someone
other than me, select him and form the government," he said.

‘New generation should get chance now’

UNION MINISTER TO STATE GOVT

‘Don’t politicise issue of availability
of chemical fertilisers’

Bhagwanth Khuba

CLOSE SHAVE

12 infants rescued after
fire in hospital ICU 

‘Chandigarh airport to be
named after Bhagat Singh’

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
welcomed the announce-
ment made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
rename Chandigarh airport
after Shaheed Bhagat
Singh, saying a long pend-
ing demand of Punjabis has
been fulfilled. "Finally our
efforts paid off. On behalf of
entire Punjab, we welcome
the decision of naming the
Chandigarh airport after
Shaheed Bhagat Singh ji,"
Mann said in a tweet in
Punjabi. Thanking the prime
minister, he said, "a long
pending demand of Punjabis
has got fulfilled".

Mann welcomes PM’s
announcement 

HUMANITARIAN GESTURE

‘55 Afghan Sikhs,
Hindus reach Delhi’

FINISING TOUCHES

An artisan gives finishing touches to an idol of Goddess Durga ahead of the upcoming
Durga Puja festival, in Gurugram, Sunday. 

‘Govt to deliver 10 lakh Ayushman Bharat cards every day’

Mansukh Mandaviya

‘India on cusp of scientific revolution’

Ajay Kumar Sood

Bureaucratic Reshuffle

Rajendra Kumar made ESIC chief
‘Don’t believe

in revenge’
Kolkata, Sep 25 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
said she does not believe in pol-
itics of revenge otherwise she
had enough grounds to send
some CPI(M) leaders to jail
after coming to power in the
state. Unveiling the festival edi-
tion of TMC mouthpiece 'Jago
Bangla', Banerjee also took on
social media trolling and
alleged that outsiders have
been hired to spread misinfor-
mation about the state. "At
times I feel ashamed and
embarrassed when I visit Delhi
and discover how some people
are spreading falsehood to
malign Bengal, how they bad-
mouth the state," she said. The
chief minister said that these
people cannot see the recogni-
tions received by her govern-
ment, and the achievements it
made. "One particular comment
is picked up and twisted and
circulated in social media and
you are trolled," she said.

Zonal sports competition concludes

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Sep 25: The
South Zone level sports
competition organized at
Shaheed Gundadhur
Agricultural College under
Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University concluded here
on Saturday. MP Bastar
Deepak Baij and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain honoured
the outstanding performing
players. Hundreds of play-
ers from 11 colleges partici-
pated in the South Zone
Zonal Sports Competition
held at Shaheed Gundadhur
Agricultural College from

September 21-24. MP Bastar
Deepak Baij and MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain attended
the closing ceremony organ-
ized in the presence of all
the players and respected
staff of the college.
Addressing the students on
the occasion, MP Bastar
Deepak Baij said that 'today
I have also remembered my
college days after coming
among the players.
Although we go to different
places but when we go and
play as a team, the joy is dif-

ferent and it becomes a life-
time memory. He also gave
important suggestions to
the players, explaining the
importance of discipline
and teamwork. MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain said that
the successful Chief
Minister of our state
Bhupesh Baghel is making
every efforts to promote
sports activities.
Continuous work is being
done for the development of
sports infrastructure in
Chhattisgarh through the

Sports Development
Agency. An international
level stadium is being con-
structed. He also shared his
personal experiences with
the students and said that
never get discouraged by de-
feat and try, victory will al-
ways be in your feet. On this
occasion MP Deepak Baij,
MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Dean
Agriculture College
Jagdalpur Netam, Dean
Agriculture College
Narayanpur Nashine,
District President of Law
Department Awadhesh Jha,
Youth Deputy Sarpanch
Rameshwar Bisai, MP so-
cial media representative
Anurag Mahato, including
Sports managers and coach-
es from various colleges, in-
cluding the officers and em-
ployees of the Agricultural
College, were present.

BJYM distributes saplings to bring awareness about environment
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha
District Durg distributed
saplings  under the service
fortnight being observed
by the Morcha to celebrate
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's birthday.

District President
Nitesh Sahu said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has always been
making the countrymen
aware about the protection
and promotion of the envi-
ronment.

Also, during the Corona
period, all of us have real-
ized the importance of the
environment. In keeping
with this, BJYM urged the
people to plant a sapling at

home by distributing
saplings to the general
public.

On this occasion, BJP
Mahila Morcha state joint
in charge Usha Tawari,
former Durg Mayor
Chandrika Chandrakar,
District Vice President
Kantilal Jain, District Vice
President Dinesh
Devangan, Sewa
Pakhwada District
Convenor Kantilal Bothra,
former MLA Doman Lal
Korshwada, Economic
Cell State Co-Convenor
Shiv Chandrakar, District
Convenor Anoop Gatagat,
Mandal President
Shekhar Chandrakar and
Deepak Chopra, Mandal
General Secretary Vijay
Tamrakar and Bunty

Chauhan, Sunil Agarwal,
Rajneesh Srivastava,
Krishna Nirmalkar, Amar
Bhoi, Ashish Khandelwal,
Satwinder Singh, Tana ji,
Kanhaiya Sahu, BJYM
District General Secretary
Tekhan Sinha and Gaurav
Sharma, District Vice
President Rahul Dewan,
District Secretary Amit
Patel, District Training
Head Narayan Dutt
Tiwari, District Media In-
charge Chandrakant
Sahu, District Swadhyaya
Mandal Convenor Nilesh
Aggarwal, Rahul Patil,
Rahul Kumawat and
Deepak Sinha, Gopu Patel,
Niranjay Dubey, Golu
Thakur, Suraj Kotwani
and Ved Nirmalkar were
present.

Rally taken out on eve of
Maharaja Agrasen Jayanti
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: A grand
procession was taken out
on the eve of Maharaja
Agrasen Jayanti on Sunday.
Followers participated in
the rally in a large number.
They raised slogans and
danced to the tunes of devo-
tional songs. The rally was
taken out by Agrasen
Jankalyan Samiti, Bhilai
Nagar. The rally moved
across several areas of
Bhilai Township and con-
cluded at Agrasen Bhavan
in Sector 6. About 70 cars,
band parties, etc were part
of this procession.

Agrasen Jankalyan
Samiti President Bansi
Agrawal, Youth Club
President Madhur
Agrawal, Media I/c Ashish
Agrawal, Dilip Agrawal,

Anil Agrawal, Jaikishan
Agrawal, Kailash Agrawal,
Girish Bansal, Dinesh
Lohia, Ashish Gupta,
Vishnudutt Singhal, Anup
Bansal, Ghanshyam Das
Agrawal, Goverdhan
Agrawal, Sharad Agrawal,
Dinesh Singhal, Vikas
Agrawal and others were
present. It needs to be
mentioned here that
Maharaja Agrasen jayanti

will be celebrated in a
grand manner at Agrasen
Bhavan in Sector 6 on
September 26. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is going to attend the
Maharaja Agrasen
Jayanti celebrations. He
will unveil a life-size mar-
ble statue of Maharaja
Agrasen and inaugurate a
newly constructed 
dome shed.

Maharaj Suyas Sagar ji accorded 
grand welcome at Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: On
Sunday, a grand rath
yatra of Maharaj Suyas
Sagar ji was taken out
amidst the ritual of beat-
ing drums. People wished
for the prosperity of the
country and society. The
Rath Yatra was taken out
with great pomp on be-
half of Bakliwal family
and Sakal Jain Samaj.

The Rath Yatra reached
Mahavir Digambar Jain
Temple Padmanabhapur
via Malviya Nagar after
covering the traditional
route through Deepak
Nagar. The people of Jain
community welcomed
Maharaj Suyas Sagar's Rath
Yatra by performing aarti of
Shreeji at many places.

The chariots and the

tune of drums remained
the center of attraction
for the citizens during the
Rath Yatra. Women, men
and children of Jain com-
munity were dancing

happily who has come
from the city and sur-
rounding areas.

A large number of peo-
ple including Sitaram ji,
Durg Mayor Dheeraj

Bakliwal, Neeraj
Bakliwal, Sanjay, Rakesh
Jain, Subhash Bakliwal,
from the community in-
cluding Ashish Jain,
Vinod Jain, Naveen Jain,

Lalchand Gohra, Vinod
Patni, Prince, Rahul Jain,
Anil Jain were present.

On September 26, flag
hoisting and the ritual of
"Mangal Vidhan Pravesh"
will be conducted. From
September 27 to October
01, a grand program will
be held every day. In the
morning from 7:00 hrs rit-
uals like Abhishek,
Poojan and Vidhan as
well as other rituals will
be performed.

At 19:30 hrs, there will
be aarti and discourse at
Shri 1008 Mahavir
Digambar Jain Temple
Padmanabhapur. The
Bakliwal family has re-
quested everyone to par-
ticipate in this blessing
program and take advan-
tage of this Chaturmas
period.

Incumbent CM usually party’s face in 
next assembly election: Singh Deo

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: "I am
waiting for justice", com-
mented Health Minister
TS Singh Deo in reply to a
question regarding the
purported power-sharing
agreement under which
he was to serve as Chief
Minister in the latter half
of the five-year-tenure. In
reply to another question,
he said that generally the
incumbent Chief
Minister becomes the
face of the party in the
next assembly election.

Speaking about the
33% reservation for
women in ticket distribu-
tion, he said that Sonia
Gandhi has always sup-
ported this issue and the
party also tries its best to
give more and more tick-
ets. But due to certain cir-

cumstances, the imple-
mentation part becomes
difficult. Maharaja Saheb
of Surguja Princely State
and Congress heavy-
weight, TS Singh Deo was
addressing media per-
sons here at Supela on
Sunday.

He spoke about the ob-
jectives of Bharat Jodo
Yatra and other related
details. He informed that
as the Yatra is not passing
through Chhattisgarh, a
team of 100 Congmen is
going to participate in the
Yatra in the days to come.

When questioned about
the unfulfilled promises
of Congress's Jan
Ghoshna Patra (VS poll
manifesto), Singh Deo
said that they had come
into power with a pledge
to fulfil all the 36 promis-
es made in the manifesto.

Immediately after
forming the government,
work was initiated as per

the vision of poll mani-
festo and some of the sig-
nificant promises includ-

ing agriculture loan waiv-
er, relief in power bills, in-
creasing the MSP of

paddy and other crops, etc
were fulfilled very soon.

Till now, more than 18
promises have been ful-
filled and working is un-
derway on remaining is-
sues. Due to some techni-
cal complications, the
government is facing dif-
ficulties in executing
other promises. He as-
sured that the problems
would be resolved soon.

Sharing his view on the
upcoming election of All
India Congress
Committee President, the
Cabinet Minister said
that till now the situa-
tions are indicating that
any member of Gandhi
family will not contest
the election. Rahul
Gandhi has also given a
statement that he will not
contest the election.

Expressing complete

support and faith in
Rahul Gandhi, Singh Deo
said that Rahul Gandhi is
the most appropriate per-
son for this chair. He
added that Rahul Gandhi
has been on the target of
everyone including the
opponents as well as some
leaders of Congress itself.

He appreciated Rahul
Gandhi for maintaining
silence and not reacting
on such issues. Singh Deo
further said that Rahul
Gandhi has always
worked for strengthening
the party and keeping it
united. Singh Deo spoke
about the Congress lead-
ers who resigned from
the party.

Speaking about Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo
Yatra, the Health
Minister said that it is an
effort to connect directly

with the citizens. Till now
lakhs of people have been
connected with this
yatra.

No one can justify the
uncontrolled inflation
when the LPG cylinder
costs more than Rs 1100
and the price of vehicle
fuels have crossed Rs
1000. The increasing sup-
port to Bharat Jodo Yatra
indicates that the citizens
are fed up with the work-
ing of BJP.

District Congress
Committee President
Mukesh Chandrakar de-
livered the welcome ad-
dress while PCC
Representative Arun
Sisodia proposed the vote
of thanks. Congress lead-
ers Badruddin Qureshi,
Tulsi Sahu, Neelu
Thakur and others were
present.
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St Thomas College
celebrates National

Service Day

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: The
NSS unit of St Thomas
College, Ruabandha
Sector in association
with IQAC organized
grand cultural program
on occasion of National
Service Day on
September 24, 2022.

First of all NSS
Program officer of St
Thomas College
Mahendra Ikhar wel-
comed all the guests and
presented an overview
of beginning and objec-
tive of National Service
Scheme.

The Chief Guest and
First NSS Program offi-
cer of the college
Principal Dr MG
Roymon shared his ex-
perience as a program
officer and motivated
students to participate
for National Integration

Camp and Republic Day
Camp.

IQAC coordinator Dr
Debjani Mukherjee con-
gratulated all the volun-
teers on NSS Day and
motivated all to main-
tain the cleanliness in
and around the college
campus. During the pro-
gram the B and C cer-
tificates for the session
2021-22 were awarded to
volunteers.

NSS volunteers pre-
sented Chhattisgarhi
State Song and
Traditional Dance on
Chhattisgarhi songs.
134 NSS volunteers,
other professors and
staff members were
present on this occa-
sion. The program was
conducted by NSS
Volunteer Komal Karia
and vote of thanks was
proposed by NSS volun-
teer Rahul Kori.

p In Shaheed
Gundadhur
Agricultural College

p MP and Parl Secy,
MLA participated 

PBIV Chaitanya Devi
tableau ‘Nari Shakti se

Rashtra Shakti’ from today
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: Prajapita
B r a h m a k u m a r i
I s h w a r i y a
Vishwavidyalaya (PBIV)
will organise the tableau
of Chaitanya Devi at
Peace Auditorium
Ground in Sector 7 from
September 26. It will be
open for general public
free of cost from 19:00 hrs
to 22:00 hrs. Describing
the theme of the tableau
of Chaitanya Devi,
Brahmakumari Asha
Didi, Director of Bhilai
Seva Kendras, said that
this tableau will be on the
theme of "Nari Shakti Se
Rashtra Shakti" celebrat-
ing "Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav". The appear-
ance of the divine god-
desses 50 feet in height
from the womb of the
mountains and the earth
through beautiful display
of light and sound and
the stillness of idols due
to the practice of
Rajayoga meditation will
make all the devotees re-
alize the divine nature. In
this unprecedented su-
pernatural tableau, the
power of women who
nurture their children
with the best values de-
scribed in history and
raised the honour of
India will be depicted.
The preparations for the
tableau are in the final
stages.
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Baikunthpur, Sep 25: 

Dialysis is very impor-
tant for serious patients in
the treatment of kidney
related diseases and one-
time dialysis costs about
2500 rupees and in such a
situation, it becomes diffi-
cult for the patient and his
family to bear the medical
expenses.

In view of the conven-
ience of the general public
and to solve their prob-
lems, while expanding the
health facilities in the dis-
trict under the leadership
of the state government,
now 5 machines are avail-
able for dialysis in the dis-
trict hospital
Baikunthpur. It is a mat-
ter of relief that the dialy-

sis facility here is com-
pletely free and five dialy-
sis machines have been
installed under the guid-
ance of Collector Kuldeep
Sharma so that now 10 pa-
tients will be able to get
dialysis facility in a single

day. Till September 2022,
a total of 536 dialysis were
done in the district hospi-
tal, keeping in view the in-
creasing need of dialysis
in kidney patients, the
number of machines was
increased, after which 24

needy people were provid-
ed free dialysis in the last
15 days. The relatives of
60-year-old Narayan
Dubey, and 68-year-old
Riyazuddin of
Baikunthpur admitted for
dialysis in the district
hospital, told that he used
to go to Ambikapur for
dialysis earlier, dialysis
has to be done thrice a
week.

The cost of one dialysis
used to be around Rs 2500,
thus making the cost of
dialysis Rs 7500 in a week.
Along with this there was
also the cost of trans-
portation and medicines.
We are greatly relieved by
the free dialysis facility in
the district hospital both
opined.

Dialysis machines
increased from one to five 

In the District Hospital 

Gariyabandh, Sep 25:

Illegal construction
done on Mainpur
Gariaband National
Highway 130C near Tehsil
office building located at
village Gaurghat, 3 km
from Mainpur block
headquarters of
Gariyaband district, was
demolished by Tehsildar
by installing JCB ma-
chines.

Bhoomi Khasra No. 23,
which is government
land, comes on the bound-
ary of the Tehsil office
building,due to this, bull-
dozers were run on the
house constructed on ille-
gal land.SDM of Mainpur
Hitesh Pisda Tehsildar
Nilamani Dubey Naib
Tehsildar Wasim
Siddiqui along with the
staff of Revenue
Department and Police
Department were pres-
ent.

Naib Tehsildar of
Mainpur Tehsil Shri

Wasim Siddiqui told in
the discussion that
Santram Sahu father
Ramji Sahu who is resi-
dent of Rajim had done
Illegal encroachment on
the government land of
Tehsil office. He was
asked to submit the docu-
ments related to the land,
but due to non-submis-
sion of any document by

him, illegal encroach-
ment was removed by tak-
ing action as per rules.

Naib Tehsildar further
said action will be taken
in front of Mainpur
Gourghat tehsil office,
where the Principal of
Government Primary
School Deharguda,
Santram Sahu, had ille-
gally encroached upon

the complex by construct-
ing a house and shop and
was given on rent to the
complex, which was earli-
er complained to the
Tehsil office by the local
people. For non-compli-
ance of the order, action
for removal of illegal en-
croachment was started
on Friday, 23.09.2022 at 9
am.

Tehsildar takes action on illegal construction

Rajim, Sep 25: 

A meeting of parents
was held here at Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium School in
the city, in which a large
number of parents regis-
tered their presence. All
the parents in the council
meet uniformly raised
their voice against the
problem of teachers in the
school and said that the ed-

ucation of the children is
being affected; thereby
teacher recruitment
should be filled at the earli-
est.

It has to be told that till
now only 8 teachers have
been able to join the school
for teaching, while the oth-
ers are yet to join. In this
way, 14 classes are run on
the basis of only 12 teach-
ers and many classes are
being run combined and

students are left with their
academic pursuit getting
affected.

It is worth mentioning
that the play ground here
is also enveloped with
mud and water. On the
matter of not providing
uniforms yet, the parents
also expressed their anger
and have demanded from
the administration to fix
every system including
teachers at the earliest.

Parents express concern
over lack of teachers 

Bilaspur, Sep 25: It is re-
iterated that RRBs have
engaged a highly reputed
company to conduct the
Computer Based Test for
CEN RRC 01/2019 - Level 1
(Erstwhile Group D) re-
cruitment in which more
than 1.1 crore candidates
are appearing. Three phas-
es of CBT have already
been completed involving
12 Zonal Railways. The
fourth phase has started
on 19.09.2022.

Various safeguards and
protections are built into
the system to prevent and
eliminate any kind of ir-
regularity. The allocation
of the centre to the candi-
dates is randomized
through computer logic.
Also, once candidates re-
port at the exam centre
and register themselves,
the allocation of lab and
seats are also randomized.

The question paper is in

highly encrypted form
(256-bit encryption), and
no one other than the can-
didate can access the ques-
tion paper, and that too
once the candidate does
second & final login into
the computer after the
start of exam and hence
final decryption of ques-
tion paper takes place at
this stage.

The sequence of ques-
tions in the question paper
that is made available to
candidates has also been
randomized along with the
randomization of all four
options available for the
question. Each candidate
in the exam centre thus
has a unique question
paper. Thus, the sequence
is completely different
from questions sequence
in master question paper.
Therefore, if anyone
claims that he/she can
provide the answer key to

a candidate it is totally
false, baseless and mis-
leading. The exams are
conducted in strict surveil-
lance of CCTV cameras
with full recording of each
and every candidate.
Besides this, the Railways
also deploy their own staff
at each centre to monitor
activities of candidates as
well as staff of Exam
Conducting Agency to en-
sure smooth conduction of
exams.

The candidates are once
again requested to beware
of touts who try to mis-
guide candidates with fake
promises of appointment
for jobs on illegal consider-
ation and do not pay atten-
tions to news being circu-
lated in Electronic & Print
Media. The same has al-
ready been clarified to can-
didates by RRBs vide NO-
TICE published on RRBs
websites on 29.08.2022.

SECR urges candidates appearing 
RRB Examination to be careful of touts

Woman killed
by tusker, 
husband 

manages to
escape

Ambikapur, Sep 25: A
45-year-old woman was
trampled to death by an
elephant in  Surguja
district on Friday, offi-
cials said.

The incident took
place in the early hours
of the day in Bhakura
village under
Ambikapur forest
range when the victim,
identified as Guddi,
and her husband were
sleeping outside their
house to guard their
maize crop sown in an
adjacent field, an offi-
cial said. “A herd of
jumbos have been
roaming in the area for
the past few days and
villagers have been ad-
vised not to sleep in the
open or venture into
the forest. On Thursday
night, a jumbo tram-
pled the woman to
death while her hus-
band managed to es-
cape,” he said. “The kin
of the deceased was
given immediate aid of
Rs 25,000. The remain-
ing compensation of Rs
5.75 lakh will be given
after completion of for-
malities. A forest de-
partment team is track-
ing the movement of
the herd,” he added.

Man-elephant con-
flicts are routine in dis-
tricts like Surguja,
Raigarh, Korba,
S u r a j p u r ,
M a h a s a m u n d ,
Dhamtari, Gariaband,
Balod, Balrampur and
Kanker, officials said.

According to the for-
est department, more
than 200 people were
killed in elephant at-
tacks in the state in the
last three years.

SSaammbbaallppuurr,,  SSeepp  2255::  The East
Coast Railway Women’s Welfare
organisation, Sambalpur organ-
ised a drawing & an essay com-
petition for the wards of Railway
employees of Sambalpur
Division. Through this type of
competition children can
enhance their power of critical
thinking and can learn how to
observe difference perspectives

& views topic. To encourage the
participants, Mrs Isha Malik,
President East Coast Railway
Women’s Organisation,
Sambalpur was present at Jack n
Jill School,Sambalpur during the
competition. The ECoRWWO,
Sambalpur team comprising Mrs
Ruchika Gangwar, Vice President
/ECoRWWO and other members
organised the event.

ECoRWWO Sambalpur organizes
drawing and essay competition

Korba, Sep 25: 

Twenty thousand con-
tract employees working
in the three companies’
distribution, transmis-
sion, generation of elec-
tricity department are
continuously struggling
for the last many years
for their basic facilities.

Many terms and condi-
tions are mentioned in
the tender drawn in all
the three companies,
which are limited only to
the paper and the big of-
fices of the department,
the contract workers have
been plagued by the con-
tractors who have become
synonymous with ex-
ploitation. No action has
been taken on complaints
against them and the
company does not consid-

er the contract employees
as their employees.
Keeping in mind that the
power supply should be
operated properly during
the time of Covid-19 peri-
od, duty passes were is-
sued from the regional of-
fices for optimum supply,
but as soon as the need
was over, the company is
dealing in a non nego-
tiable manner with the
contractual employees.
Jitendra Kumar Sahu, the
General Secretary of the
organization has written
a letter to the President of
Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Board, de-
manding that the de-
mands of the contract

employees should be ful-
filled soon, otherwise
they will be forced to agi-
tate.

He demanded that
Generation, distribution,
transmission, salary pay-
ment is not made to 25
thousand contract em-
ployees of the entire state
till 7th of the month men-
tioned in the tender in the
interest of the contract
employees working in the
three companies, after ob-
taining the requested per-
mission from the admin-
istration.

General Secretary Jiten
Sahu State President Ajay
Rai State Joint General
Secretary Darshan
Kumar Rajak State Vice
President Chumman Lal
Sahu, Mukesh Maravi
and others were present.

Contractual employees demand basic facilities
 Of Electricity

Department
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RENOVATEED CONTROL ROOM

Kolkata Police personnel work at newly renovated Traffic Control Room after its inauguration by Kolkata Police
Commissioner Vineet Kumar Goyal (unseen), ahead of Durga Puja festival, at Lalbazar Police HQ in Kolkata, Sunday.

WATERLOGGING 

A man wades through a waterlogged park following incessant rainfall, in Gurugram, Sunday.

BRIEF

Withdrawn
 Kolkata: A rail block-

ade by Kurmis, de-
manding scheduled
caste status, at two sta-
tions in Adra and
Kharagpur divisions
was withdrawn after
five days, an official
here said. The agita-
tion since Tuesday led
to the cancellation of
more than 250 express
and passenger trains,
the railway official
stated. With the block-
ade now lifted, normal
train services under
South Eastern
Railway (SER) juris-
diction will be re-
stored soon, the offi-
cial said.

Booked  
 Banda: Six persons,

including three police
constables, have been
booked in connection
with the alleged sui-
cide of a constable
posted at Kamasin po-
lice station here, an of-
ficial said on Sunday.
SHO of Kamasin po-
lice station Umesh
Singh said Constable
Raghavendra Pratap
(24) allegedly died by
hanging himself
in a rented home on
July 30.

Extended
 New Delhi: The

tenure of Ajay Kumar
Singh, the Press
Secretary to President
Droupadi Murmu, has
been extended by two
more years till
September 25, 2024, a
Personnel Ministry
order said. Singh was
in July given a two-
month extension to
the post which was
ending on Sunday. The
Appointments
Committee of the
Cabinet (ACC) has ap-
proved extension in
Singh’s term as the
Press Secretary to the
President, on contract
basis, for a further
term of two years
with effect from
September 26, 2022 to
September 25, 2024,
said the order.

Mishap
 Tirupati: A 49-year-

old radiologist and his
two children died after
a fire broke out appar-
ently due to an electric
short-circuit in their
residence in
Renigunta near here
early on Sunday
morning, police said.
However, his wife, also
a doctor, and mother-
in-law escaped unhurt
in the incident, police
said. Upon receiving
information, police
and fire services per-
sonnel rushed to the
spot, and brought the
fire under control.

Lifer
 Ballia: Four people

have been sentenced
to life imprisonment
by a court here for
burning alive a 13-
year-old girl here nine
years ago. An
Additional District
judge on Saturday
convicted the accused
Upendra Pal, his
mother Kaushalya
Devi and their rela-
tives Kedarnath and
Tejnath in the case, ac-
cording to joint direc-
tor, prosecution de-
partment, Suresh
Pathak.

Women dance, 
celebrating the upcoming
Durga Puja festival, at a

community puja pandal in
Kolkata, Sunday.

Thane, Sep 25 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
on Sunday said Metro and
other projects stalled in the
state in the last two-and-a-
half years have been taken
up on priority by his gov-
ernment. “We don’t take
decisions sitting in
Mantralaya (state secre-
tariat), we take decisions
on the spot. Our govern-
ment has removed negativ-
ity and brought in positivi-
ty in the state. This has
brought ‘nav chaitanya’
(new consciousness)
among citizens,” Shinde
said. He said his govern-
ment after coming to
power in June-end this
year had cleared thou-
sands of files.

In the wake of the
Vedanta-Foxconn multi-
billion semiconductor
project going in Gujarat,

Shinde said, “What if one
industry has gone out of
the state, we will get better
ones.” One has to see the
list the industries which
have come up in the state
in the past two-and-a-half
years, he said addressing a
rally held in the memory
the Mathadi leader late
Annasaheb Patil in Navi
Mumbai. “We are here for
satya (truth) and not for
satta (Power),” Shinde said
adding that his was a “dou-
ble engine government”

and detractors were afraid
of it. Shinde became chief
minister on June 30 this
year after a revolt led by
him against the Shiv Sena
leadership led to the col-
lapse of the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Maha Vikas
Aghadi government,
which comprised the Sena,
NCP and Congress. The
CM said he would not com-
ment on anyone and that
the people of Maharashtra
have themselves seen the
speed of work in the past-
two-and-a-half years.

“The projects in the
state, including Metro,
which were stalled in the
past two-and-a-half years
have been taken up on pri-
ority and started now,” he
said. Shinde said the citi-
zens of the state have now
witnessed a change with
several decisions being
taken by the present gov-
ernment.

‘Metro, other projects stalled
earlier taken up on priority now’

Mumbai, Sep 25 (PTI): 

What has politics in
Maharashtra got to do
with Mumbai’s Shivaji
Park? A lot, historians and
political analysts say.

Popularly known for
being a cradle of Indian
cricket this is where bat-
ting legend Sachin
Tendulkar cut his teeth in
the game, the sprawling
playground in the heart of
Mumbai has been a rally-
ing centre for many social
and political movements
that have shaped the
state’s history over the
past century.

For Shiv Sena, though, it
has a special place. Its
founder late Bal
Thackeray held his first
political rally here on the
day of Dussehra 56 years
ago, an event that would

recur every year there-
after. Thackeray would use
these rallies to spell out
the party’s political agen-
da from time to time, hit
out at his rivals and offer
motivational speeches to
his followers, said veteran
Sena leader and MP
Gajanan Kirtikar.

When Thackeray died in
2012, he was cremated
here. Sena workers call
Shivaji Park ‘Shiva-tirtha,’
or a holy place, that now
houses a memorial to Bal
Thackeray.

That is why Shivaji Park
turned into a new battle-
ground between the two
warring factions of the
Shiv Sena, led respectively
by Maharashtra’s current
chief minister, Eknath
Shinde and his predeces-
sor Uddhav Thackeray
who bowed out of office in

June, after the former
staged a rebellion. Shinde
walked with an over-
whelming majority of
MLAs to form the new
government in alliance
with the Bharatiya Janata
Party. Both sides are since
fighting a bitter court bat-
tle over who has the right
to the legacy of Shiv Sena
and its founder leader Bal
Thackeray. That fight
turned uglier earlier this
month when both sides de-
cided to hold Dussehra ral-
lies in Shivaji Park.

Fearing a possible law
and order problem, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) denied
permission to both fac-
tions, but on Friday the
Mumbai High Court
granted the Thackeray
group permission for the
rally.

Why Shivaji Park 
matters for Shiv Sena

Chandigarh, Sep 25 (PTI): 

After days of squabble
between the Raj Bhavan
and the AAP government
over holding an assembly
session, Punjab Governor
Banwarilal Purohit
Sunday gave his nod to
convene the House on
September 27.

The governor’s approval
came a day after the AAP
government informed him
about the issues to be
taken up during the ses-
sion. Earlier, the governor
had withdrawn the per-
mission to hold a special
session on September 22
when the AAP govern-
ment wanted to bring a
confidence motion.

According to an order is-
sued of the governor, he
has now summoned a day-
long session at 11 am on
Tuesday. Earlier in the day,

Punjab Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan tweeted, “The
Hon. Governor, Punjab,
has very kindly acceded to
our request and sum-
moned the Punjab Vidhan
Sabha to meet for it’s third
session on 27.9.2022 at 11.00
AM at Chandigarh.”

The approval comes
after days of public spat
between the Raj Bhavan
and the AAP dispensation
over the issue. The row
started after the governor
on last Wednesday with-
drew his permission to
hold a special session the
next day when the AAP
dispensation planned to
bring a trust motion, alleg-
ing the BJP was trying to
“poach” ruling party
MLAs under ‘Operation
Lotus’. The governor had

said he cancelled the spe-
cial session and sought
legal opinion after the
Congress and the BJP ap-
proached the Raj Bhavan
arguing that the House
rules did not allow a ses-
sion just for.

The state Cabinet met
Wednesday evening and
called the governor’s move
“arbitrary and anti-demo-
cratic”. It also decided to
hold the session of state
Assembly again on
September 27. When they
again requested the gover-
nor’s permission, he
sought details of the leg-
islative business to be
taken up, which prompted
a strong reaction from the
AAP. Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann slammed
him on Saturday, saying,
“Gov/Presi consent before
any session of Legislature
is a formality.

Stalemate ends as Punjab 
Guv convenes assembly session 

 On Sep 27

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  SSeepp  2255  ((PPTTII))::

Telangana has plunged into Rs
5 lakh crore debt and the state
government is failing to make
regular expenditure for various
schemes and departments,
Union Tourism Minister G
Kishan Reddy alleged on
Sunday. Speaking to reporters
here, Reddy charged that Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao
has been blaming Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the
Centre for his own mistakes.
“The state’s financial system is
completely in doldrums. The
state’s debt has gone up to Rs 5
lakh crore. On top of that, he
(Rao) is blackmailing the Centre
for more loans... The state is not
in a position to make payments
to various schemes and depart-
ments. Without borrowing
loans, the state government is

not in a position to pay salaries
also,” Reddy said. Alleging that
KCR, as Rao is also known as, is
living in an imaginary world, the
Union Minister said the Chief
Minister is reluctant to meet
opposition leaders and social
organisations here, but will go
outside in special flights and
meet various leaders as if he is
the only person who can uplift
the nation. He further said Rao
is “cheating” the people saying
that the state has progressed.
Ridiculing Rao’s meetings with
various opposition leaders in

the country, Reddy said all
those leaders whom the Chief
Minister met were issuing
denials that they have not said
as claimed by KCR. He said the
state government failed to dis-
tribute on time, free rice given
by the Centre. Only after the
Centre’s strong intervention the
state was able to distribute free
rice related to COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Dismissing the TRS govern-
ment’s claims that electricity
meters have to be fixed to agri-
culture pump sets, Reddy said
the Centre repeatedly says that
it is not necessary as it is the
prerogative of the state govern-
ment whether to give power
free of cost or not to farmers.
The minister said due to
“faulty” Dharani portal
(Integrated Land Records
Management System) several
farmers allegedly committed
suicide even as four lakh com-
plaints have been raised on var-
ious mistakes in the system and
no action was taken so far.

‘Telangana’s debt burden at Rs 5 lakh cr’

G Kishan Reddy

 KCR blackmailing
Centre for 
more loans

Mustoh, Sep 25 (PTI): 

A group of women in the
border village of Mustoh
in Meghalaya is collective-
ly reviving a 200-year-old
embroidery art - Khneng,
adding value to traditional
silk shawls, wraparounds
and mufflers. Kheng,
which in Khasi means bor-
der, is unique to the village
in East Khasi Hills district
near the India-Bangladesh
boundary, and the pattern
resembles the multi-legged
centipedes.

Victory Synrem, a mas-
ter craftsperson of Kheng,
told PTI that the revival ef-
forts began in 2014 when
there were only three per-
sons left who knew the art,
and she was one of them.

“I picked up the skill
from my great grand aunt.
It was not easy but through
perseverance and love of
art, I am now good at it,”

she said. Phrang Roy, an
agrobiodiversity activist
who founded North East
Slow Food
Agrobiodiversity Society
(NESFAS), took it upon
himself to revive the art-
form when he learnt that
there were only three arti-
sans left. The major chal-
lenge was a handful of peo-
ple were there who could
teach the artform to oth-
ers, Roy said.

Roy’s NESFAS joined
hands with Special
Purpose Vehicle Society
(SPVS), set up on the direc-
tion of the Supreme Court
for development in min-
ing-affected areas, to train
the women of the village.

By 2019, seven women
acquired the skills of
Khneng, and now, there
are 18 women who have
learnt the embroidery
form, a NESFAS coordina-
tor said.

Women in village strive to revive
200 years old embroidery form

Sambalpur, Sep 25 (PTI): 

Govindpur village in
Odisha has declared itself
as a “Birds Village” as the
residents are firm in their
resolve to protect birds
coming to Hirakud
Reservoir during their
breeding and migration
periods.

Located near Hirakud
Lake in Bargarh district,
residents of the village
under Lakhanpur wildlife
range, have promised to
keep the area pollution
free for the winged visi-
tors.

The locals have taken
the initiative under the
guidance of Hirakud
wildlife division.

A forest official said the
involvement of the vil-
lagers will create a sense
of ownership among them
to protect the birds. Two

other adjoining villages
Tamdei and Ramkhol have
also pledged, in a meeting,
to work for the conserva-
tion of birds.

All houses in these vil-
lages will have wall paint-
ings of the colourful birds
like Redcrested Pochard,
Moorhen, Skimmer, the of-
ficial said.

The local residents also
try keep the landscape
clean while the Hirakud
Division has installed
enough dustbins for the
purpose.

With the declaration of
the Hirakud Lake as
Ramsar site in 2022, the
area is expected to attract
tourists, photographers in
large numbers.

More than 2 lakh birds
migrate to Hirakud
Reservoir every year for
breeding and stay for six
months.

Odisha: Birds 
Village’ at Govindpur

Indore, Sep 25 (PTI): The
existence of Mahseer fish,
popularly known as the
tiger of freshwater, is
under threat following in-
creasing hindrances in the
Narmada river’s natural
flow after the construction
of various dams on it, a
conservation expert said
on Sunday.

Taking cognisance of it,
the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment has announced
that it is going to start a
campaign from next
month to save the endan-
gered Mahseer fish
species.

The Narmada river orig-
inates from Amarkantak

and falls into the Gulf of
Khambhat. Dr Shriparna
Saxena, an aquaculture
expert working in coordi-
nation with the forest de-
partment for two decades
for the conservation of
Mahseer, told PTI that a
survey conducted in 1964
had showed there used to
be 25 Mahseer out of every
100 fish in the Narmada
river.

But due to the construc-
tion of many dams across
the Narmada river and its
tributaries and human in-
tervention, the number of
Mahseer in the Narmada
has now decreased to less
than one per cent, she
claimed.

“Fishermen living on
the Narmada river banks
say if lucky, they are able
to spot a Mahseer once in
six months,” she in-
formed.

Mahseer fish facing
existential threat

 MPe to start 
conservation 
campaign from
next month

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):
Ninety-one per cent of pa-
tients treated under the
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY)
said they felt better after
being discharged from
hospitals, according to a
follow-up campaign con-
ducted under the scheme
between September 2021
and August 16 this year.

While the health condi-
tion of one per cent wors-
ened, five per cent saw no
improvement while three
per cent died, according to
the data of the beneficiary
health status follow-up
campaign. Under the cam-
paign 15.19 lakh calls were
made. The purpose of the
beneficiary health status
feedback outbound call

process is to check the
health status of the benefi-
ciary after 15 days of dis-
charge. Under this
process, the beneficiary
gets a call from the
National Call Centre of
AB PM-JAY after 15 days
of discharge and is asked
about his or her health sta-
tus through a certain set of
questions. Another
Beneficiary Feedback
Campaign conducted be-
tween September 2021 and
August 15, 2022 found that
99 per cent of the benefici-
aries were satisfied with
the facilities under the
scheme. Beneficiary feed-
back calls are conducted
post discharge to capture
the service delivery satis-
faction as well as to check
if any out of pocket expen-
diture was undertaken by
the beneficiary during the
treatment process.

Feedback campaign finds 
PM-JAY beneficiaries satisfied 
 With facilities

under scheme

CM Eknath Shinde 



GLOBAL CITIZEN FESTIVAL

Priyanka Chopra Jonas, left, and Katie Holmes speak during the Global Citizen Festival
at Central Park in New York.
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London, Sep 25 (PTI):

A group of women
leaders of South Asian
heritage based in
Leicester has come to-
gether to fight back
against what they termed
“senseless violence” on
their city’s streets be-
tween men from Hindu
and Muslim communi-
ties in the wake of an
India-Pakistan cricket
match.

In a joint appeal on
Saturday, the community
leaders and local politi-
cians from the eastern

England region described
Leicester as a great place
to live and work and
called for solutions to the
“hate-filled violence”.

According to local
media reports, they gath-
ered outside the Town
Hall in the centre of
Leicester where Indian-
origin councillor Rita
Patel read out a joint
statement.

“We as Asian women
from Leicester, call upon
the people of this city to
rally together and oppose
the senseless violence
that has torn apart our

community over the last
week. We condemn those
perpetrating hate and vi-
olence in our city you will
not succeed in dividing
us,” the statement read.

As your grandmothers,
mothers, sisters, aunts,
daughters and friends we
have come together in
collective solidarity to
say no to the “senseless
violence that has plagued
our great city in recent
weeks and left many peo-
ple injured,” it said,
adding that as a result,
whole neighbourhoods
and entire families, par-

ticularly women, chil-
dren and elders are now
living in fear.

“It is now time for solu-
tions. We therefore, ask
the women of Leicester
to join us in taking action
and bringing out commu-
nities together once
again. As strong proud
Asian women, we know
that when Leicester is
united, it can never be de-
feated. Leicester, united
as one,” it added.

Their plea came as
Leicestershire Police an-
nounced that “proactive
and high-visibility pa-

trols” will continue on
the streets of Leicester
into next week, when
Navratri festivities are
set to begin.

The police have
charged a total of eight
people related to the inci-
dents of violence over the
course of this month, in-
cluding for possession of
offensive weapons and
making threats to kill.

“Following evenings of
calm on the city’s streets
this week, the proactive
and high-visibility pa-
trols will continue all
over the weekend and

into next week, ahead of
the start of Navratri on
Monday,” the police force
said.

“What happened in
east Leicester last week-
end is not what we want
on our streets and we
won’t tolerate it. The ten-
sions being felt by the
communities are very
real and are multi-faceted
in their origins, but one
thing is clear and that is
that violence is not the
answer,” said
Leicestershire Police
Temporary Chief
Constable Rob Nixon.

South Asian origin women unite against senseless violence’ in Leicester

United Nations, Sep 25 (AP):

China underscored its
commitment to its claim
on Taiwan, telling assem-
bled world leaders that
anyone who gets in the
way of its determination
to reunify with the self-
governing island would be
“crushed by the wheels of
history.” The language
was forceful but, for
Chinese leadership, well
within the realm of nor-
mal.

“Only when China is
fully reunified can there
be true peace across the
Taiwan Strait,” Wang Yi,
China’s foreign minister,

said at the UN General
Assembly. He said Beijing
would “take the most
forceful steps to oppose ex-
ternal interference.”
China regularly and vehe-
mently defends its claim to
Taiwan, which separated
from the mainland after a
1949 civil war and now
functions with its own gov-
ernment.

A visit last month by the
speaker of the US House of
Representatives, Nancy
Pelosi, markedly ratcheted
up tensions between
Washington and Beijing.
The language, while point-
ed, reflected China’s typi-
cal intensity about the is-

land; its claim seldom goes
unmentioned in major in-
ternational speeches.

Taiwan is a core issue of
China policy, and Wang’s
appearance at the leaders’
meeting instead of his
boss, Chinese leader Xi
Jinping was a signal that
the speech was not neces-
sarily a significant one.

“The PRC government
is the sole government
representing all of
China,” Wang said, refer-
ring to China’s formal
name, the People’s
Republic of China. “The
one-China principle has
become a basic norm in in-
ternational relations.”

China on Taiwan: ‘External interference’ won’t be tolerated

Mclean (US), Sep 25 (AP):

The CIA revealed on
Saturday the model of a
safe house used to brief
President Joe Biden about
the whereabouts of al-
Qaida leader Ayman al-
Zawahri before it killed
him in a drone strike in
Afghanistan.

Shortly after al-
Zawahri’s death, White
House officials released a
photo showing Biden talk-
ing to CIA Director
William Burns with a
closed wooden box on the

table in front of them.
Now, the contents of the
box a model depicting a
white-walled home with at
least five stories and three
partially obscured bal-
conies are on display at
the CIA Museum inside
the agency’s Virginia
headquarters.

The museum is closed to
the public and access is
generally limited to the
agency’s employees and
guests. The CIA allowed
journalists to tour the mu-
seum, newly refurbished
in time for the agency’s

75th anniversary, as part
of a broader effort to
showcase its history and
achievements.

Most of the exhibits
took years or decades to
declassify. The al-Zawahri
model home is the rare ar-
tifact that had been used
by intelligence officers
just weeks beforehand.

Al-Zawahri was killed
in late July, nearly a year
after the US withdrawal
from Afghanistan ending
a two-decade war in
which the CIA had a cen-
tral role.

CIA unveils model of al-Qaida
leader al-Zawahri’s hideout

United Nations, Sep 25 (PTI):

Russia has voiced its
support for India and
Brazil as “worthy candi-
dates” for permanent
membership in the UN
Security Council, calling
them “key international
actors.”

During the 77th
Session of the UN
General Assembly,
Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov
on Saturday expressed
his support for India, be-
coming a permanent
member of the Security
Council.

In his address to the
General Assembly just
an hour before External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar’s speech,
Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov
said that the UN and
Security Council have to
be aligned to contempo-
rary realities. He said
Moscow sees the prospect
of making the Security
Council more democrat-
ic, exclusively, through
broadening the represen-
tation of countries from
Africa, Asia and Latin
America.

“We note India and
Brazil in particular as
key international actors
and worthy candidates

for permanent member-
ship within the Council
whilst simultaneously
unilaterally and manda-
torily raising the profile
of Africa,” Lavrov said.

India has been at the
forefront of efforts at the
UN to push for urgent
long-pending reform of
the Security Council, em-
phasising that it rightly
deserves a place at the
UN high table as a per-
manent member.

At present, the UNSC
comprises five perma-
nent members and 10
non-permanent member
countries which are
elected for a two-year
term by the General
Assembly of the United
Nations. The five perma-
nent members are
Russia, the UK, China,
France and the United
States and these coun-
tries can veto any sub-
stantive resolution.
There has been growing
demand to increase the
number of permanent
members to reflect the
contemporary global re-
ality. Later, addressing a
press conference at UN
headquarters Saturday,
he was asked why he
mentioned only India
and Brazil for permanent
membership and not
South Africa.

Russia backs India, Brazil for permanent
membership in UN Security Council

Dubai, Sep 25 (AP):

Stores are selling winter
clothes from last season in
the middle of summer.
Repair shops lack spare
parts for appliances.
There’s a waiting list to
buy a new car.

Egypt, a country of
more than 103 million peo-
ple, is running low on for-
eign currency needed to
buy essentials like grain
and fuel. To keep US dol-
lars in the country, the
government has tightened
imports, meaning fewer
new cars and summer
dresses.

For the nearly third of
Egyptians living in pover-
ty, and the millions more
in poor conditions, the
country’s economic woes
mean life is much harder
than off-season shopping
they’re seeing less food on
the table.

A decade after deadly
protests and political up-
heaval rocked the Middle
East’s most populous na-

tion, the economy is still
staggering and has taken
new hits.

Fatima, a 32-year-old
cleaner in Cairo, says her
family stopped buying red
meat five months ago.
Chicken also has become a
luxury. She’s borrowing
from relatives to make
ends meet.

“If prices keep rising,
the country will fall and
won’t be safe anymore,”
she said, asking to be iden-
tified only by her first
name for fear of reprisal.

She worries that crime
and theft will increase “be-
cause people won’t have
enough money to feed
themselves”.

For decades, most
Egyptians have depended
on the government to keep
basic goods affordable, but
that social contract is
under threat as the impact
from Russia’s war in
Ukraine leaves Egypt
struggling to pay for grain
imports for state-sub-
sidised bread.

Poverty, inflation, fear: Egypt’s
economy pushed to brink

Islamabad, Sep 25 (PTI):

Former finance minis-
ter Ishaq Dar is set to re-
turn to Pakistan next
week to “facilitate” Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on the economic front, os-
tensibly by taking over the
key portfolio of finance,
according to a media re-
port on Sunday.

The decision was taken
in a meeting between the
Prime Minister and his
brother Nawaz Sharif in
London on Saturday, while
Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah also confirmed
the development during a
press conference held ear-
lier in the day.

“Ishaq Dar is coming
back next week to facili-
tate PM Shehbaz on eco-
nomic affairs,” the interi-
or minister told a press
conference in Lahore.

Dawn in a report said
Shehbaz Sharif stopped in
London on his way back
from the UN General
Assembly and met his

elder brother and party
supremo Nawaz Sharif on
Saturday. Sharif brothers
in the hours-long meeting
at Shehbaz’s flat on
Edgware Road discussed
the political and economic
situation, as well as, the
development of Dar’s re-
turn to take charge of the
finance ministry. The re-
port said Dar was also
present at the meeting
where it was decided that
he would take charge of
the economy as early as
the coming week. Miftah
Ismail, whose tenure as fi-
nance minister ends on
October 18, is expected to
remain in the cabinet as
an adviser. In a brief inter-
action with reporters after
Saturday’s meeting, Dar
said: “We have another
meeting tomorrow, so I
can share more tomor-
row.” When asked if he
would take charge of the
finance ministry, he said:
“We have discussed many
things but I can share deci-
sions tomorrow.

Pakistan’s former fin min Dar to
return, take charge next week

Matera, Sep 25 (AP):

Pope Francis traveled to
southern Italy on Sunday
to close out an Italian
church congress that coin-
cided with Italy’s national
election, and delivered a
message that hit on key do-
mestic campaign issues in-
cluding immigration.

Neither Francis nor his
hosts referred to the vote
during the open-air Mass,
though Italy’s bishops con-
ference had earlier urged
Italians to cast ballots in
the eagerly watched elec-
tion that could bring Italy
its first far-right govern-
ment since World War II.

At the end of the out-
door Mass in Matera,
Francis spoke off the cuff
asking Italians to have
more children. “I’d like to
ask Italy: More births,
more children,” Francis
said.

Italy has one of the low-
est birth rates in the world

and Francis has frequent-
ly lamented its “demo-
graphic winter.”

Far-right leader Giorgia
Meloni, who campaigned
on a “God, family and
homeland” mantra, has
also called for Italy to re-
verse its demographic
trends by proposing bigger
financial incentives for

couples to have children.
Francis also weighed in

on a perennial issue in
Italy, recalling that Sunday
coincided with the
Catholic Church’s World
Day of Migrants and
Refugees. Francis called
for a future in which
“God’s plan” is imple-
mented, with migrants

and victims of human
trafficking living in peace
and dignity, and for a more
“inclusive and fraternal
future.”

He added: “Immigrants
are to be welcomed, ac-
companied, promoted and
integrated.”

Meloni and her center-
right alliance have vowed
to resume a strict crack-
down on migrants coming
to Italy via Libyan-based
smugglers. The center-left
Democratic Party has
among other things called
for an easier path to citi-
zenship for children of
newcomers.

The Mass was celebrat-
ed by a protege of Francis,
Cardinal Matteo Zuppi,
who is head of the Italian
bishops’ conference and
has a long affiliation with
the Sant’Egidio
Community, a Rome-based
charity known for its out-
reach to migrants and the
poor.

Pope urges Italians to have more
children, welcome migrants

New York, Sep 25 (PTI):

Amid repeated holds on
proposals to designate
Pakistan-based terrorists
under the UN sanctions
regime, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
said that terrorism should
not be used as a “political
tool” and the idea that
something is blocked with-
out assigning a reason
challenges common sense.

“We do believe that in
any process if any party is
taking a decision, they

need to be transparent
about it. So the idea that
something is blocked with-
out assigning a reason, it
sort of challenges com-
mon sense,” Jaishankar
said as he spoke to a group
of Indian journalists here
on Saturday after wrap-
ping up the New York leg
of his visit to the US with
his address to the UN
General Assembly high-
level session.

He was responding to a
question by PTI on the
issue of repeated holds

and blocks on proposals to
list Pakistan-based terror
group leaders under the
UN sanctions regime and
whether this came up in
his talks with his global
counterparts as he met
them during the high-level
General Assembly week.

“It came up in some of
my meetings. I also men-
tioned it in my BRICS in-
tervention,” he said refer-
ring to the meeting held
Thursday on the margins
of the General Assembly
between the foreign minis-

ters of Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South
Africa group - Brazilian
Foreign Minister Carlos
Alberto Franco Franca,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov, Chinese
Minister of Foreign
Affairs Wang Yi and
Minister of International
Relations and Cooperation
of the Republic of South
Africa Naledi Pandor.

China, a veto-wielding
permanent member of the
Security Council, has re-
peatedly put holds on list-
ing proposals by India, the
US and other allies to
blacklist Pakistan-based
terrorists under the 1267
Al Qaeda Sanctions
regime of the Council.

Last week, China put a
hold on a proposal moved
at the United Nations by
the US and co-supported
by India to designate
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist
Sajid Mir, wanted for his
involvement in the 26/11
Mumbai terrorist attacks,
as a global terrorist.

Last month, China put a
hold on a proposal by the
US and India at the United
Nations to blacklist Abdul
Rauf Azhar, the brother of
Jaish-e Mohammed (JEM)
chief Masood Azhar and a
senior leader of the

Pakistan-based terror or-
ganisation. Abdul Rauf
Azhar, born in 1974 in
Pakistan, was sanctioned
by the US in December
2010.

In June this year, China
had put a hold, at the last
moment, on a joint propos-
al by India and the US to
list Pakistan-based terror-
ist Abdul Rehman Makki
under the 1267 Al-Qaida
Sanctions Committee of
the UN Security Council.

“We hope that reason
would prevail and people,
first of all, would not arbi-
trarily or politically
block,” Jaishankar said,
underlining that the mes-
sage is that this is “not
inter-state politics which
we are talking about.

“We are trying to get
across our message that
terrorism is not political.
It should not be used as a
political tool, its conse-
quences should not be
made political.

“If you go into the UN
and say does everybody
consider terrorism a com-
mon threat, everybody
will say yes. So we are say-
ing well, if that’s what
your position is, then why
don’t your policies and
your actions follow up on
it,” he said.

Terror listings at UN blocked without assigning
reason challenges common sense: Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in a meeting with United Nations Secretary
General António Guterres, in USA.

Pope Francis arrives to celebrate mass on the occasion of
the 27th national Eucharistic congress, in Matera, southern
Italy, Sunday, Sept. 25.
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Bhagwat visits
Masjid to strengthen
national integration 

In the history of  98 years of
RSS it was the first time when a
chief of this organisation visited
Masjid and madrassa and it was
the ongoing process of RSS
chief 's interactions with
Muslims in the past two
months.Last month Bhagwat
was apprised of the general in-
security Muslims have in their
mind and there is an atmos-
phere of fear, polarization and
toxicity and it should end and we
should not lose trust in each
other and he was also informed
by a group of intectuals of com-
munity that there are extremists
and fringe elements on both
sides and we should try to con-
trol them by addressing
them.Bhagwat was also in-
formed that RSS is a large or-
ganization so they can do this in
à more effective way and the
name -calling should stop too.
Responding to the observations
RSS chief along with senior
sangh funçtionaries met Imam
Umer Ahmed Ilyasi the chief of
All India Imam Organization.and
the closed -door meeting at
Kasturba Gandhi Marg mosque
lasted for more than an hour.The
RSS chief has been holding such
type of discussions with Muslim
intellectuals for strengthening
communal harmony.Ilyasi says
that Bhagwat is Rashtriya
Pita.and further said that our
DNA is the same and only our
method of worshipping God is
different. and we all believe that
nation comes first.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Hats off to Jhulan
Goswami 

Hats off to Jhulan Goswami
for ending her illustrious career
with head held high and taking 2
crucial wickets and a fine catch
to secure historic victory for
India. The skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur also deserves congratula-
tions for paying due honour to
the living legend by asking her
to toss the coin. Kaur's impecca-
ble gesture and hugging Jhulan
with both at their emotional best
were not only indeed extremely
moving, it also proves that the
heart of the Indian eves are in
the right place!  The legacy left
behind by Jhulan Goswami and
another legend Mithali Raj is
sure to be successfully carried
on by Harmanpreet Kaur and
her band of courageous girls
with hearts. 

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Responsible media
Media often plays in the

hands of those who are respon-
sible for governance of the sys-
tem as per the rulebook. This
damages democracy and has
long-term consequences. The
apex court must uphold the
democratic tradition of being
the last resort of the common
man who needs to be kept at
centre stage by the judiciary if
something goes amiss in a dem-
ocratic setup. It has every right
to be a precursor to design a just
line for both the legislature and
executive, if they fail in their du-
ties. Journalism is meant to gen-
erate awareness among the
public by reporting ethically
sans any prejudice. If journalists
cannot discharge their duty with
integrity, they should opt for
other means of livelihood.
MMaallkkiiaatt  SSiinngghh  AAuullaakkhh,,  LLuuddhhiiaannaa
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Pulwama: Farmers thresh paddy in a field during harvest season, at Tral in Pulwama district of South Kashmir,
Saturday, Sept. 25. The quality of the produce has been good despite challenges like climate change, hilly terrain,
land sliding etc. faced by the farmers in Jammu and Kashmir.

PADDY HARVESTING

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

T he Defence Ministry's recent contract with
BrahMos Aerospace for acquisition of additional

dual-role capable surface-to-surface new generation mis-
siles give a fresh impetus to self-reliance in defence pro-
duction. The induction of these dual-role capable mis-
siles with enhanced range and dual role capability for
land as well as anti-ship attacks at an approximate cost of
Rs 1,700 crore under the 'Buy Indian' category is going to
"significantly enhance" the operational capability of
Indian Navy fleet assets. This contract is going to give
further boost to indigenous production of critical
weapon system and ammunition with active participa-
tion of indigenous industry. This comes close on the
heels of the significant increase in export of military
equipment and technology in recent times, touching Rs
13,000 crore during 2021-22, with the private sector ac-
counting for 70% of the exports. This is a significant
milestone for a country that was, at one point, totally de-
pendent on imports. Traditionally, India has been among
the global top five arms importers. However, following a
major focus on the policy of self-reliance to deal with an
increasingly uncertain world, the situation is changing.
The defence exports target of Rs 35,000 crore by 2025 may
appear very ambitious but it is not impossible to achieve.
What lends promise to coming close to achieving the goal
is the increasing global interest in what India has to offer
and the capability developments. The BrahMos missile
is being exported to the Philippines, opening doors for
sales to various other Asian countries. A deal with
Malaysia on the Tejas fighter jet is also on the cards. The
consistent progress in the indigenisation of weaponry is
in line with the mission to become selfreliant, reduce de-
pendence on imports and give more weightage to the ex-
port of military equipment to friendly countries. India is
seeking to boost defence exports to strengthen defence
manufacturing and production. It has imposed a phased
import ban on 310 different weapons and systems during
the last two years, which helped boost export. These
weapons and platforms will be indigenised in phases
over the next 5-6 years. The increased partnership with
the private sector has led to a substantial rise in defence
exports. At present, India is the 23rd largest arms ex-
porter in the world and the target is to expand the de-
fence manufacturing sector and become a bigger arms
exporter. A reflection of that is visible in India’s defence
industry, which is participating in the global supply
chain significantly. More than half of the exports are
going to leading manufacturers in the US. The prime
challenge is to establish itself as a provider of depend-
able goods at competitive prices and aim at producing
high-value items. The recent commissioning of INS
Vikrant, the first indigenous aircraft carrier built at a
cost of Rs 23,000 crore, was a defining moment in India’s
journey to emerging as a defence industrial and techno-
logical base. The launch of the Navy’s third Nilgiri-class
guidedmissile frigate, Taragiri, adds to the list of state-
ofthe-art homegrown projects meant to strengthen the
marine defence system. As it shoulders this huge respon-
sibility, the defence industry, both private and public,
needs all the assistance it requires. The latest BrahMos
sale enables India to ensure its place as a reliable defence
partner to its Southeast Asian neighbours. This will pro-
vide the much-needed headway to export the cruise mis-
sile to countries like Vietnam and Indonesia.

Boost for defence exports

Yash Pal Ralhan

S entencing after conviction is a knotty problem in
cases relating to capital offences. Trial judges are

called upon to make a decision on whether only a death
sentence will meet the ends of justice, or a life term will
be enough. As a salutary norm, the Supreme Court has
laid down that the death penalty can be imposed only in
the "rarest of rare" cases. Subsequent judgments have
sought to buttress this principle by holding that the
gruesome nature of the offence may not be the sole crite-
rion to decide what brings it under the 'rarest of rare'
category. The offender, his socio-economic background
and his state of mind are also key factors in this regard.
In practice, the sentencing part of the trial takes place
after the court records a conviction. It is often done on
the same day as the verdict, with only some limited ar-
guments being heard on 'mitigating circumstances'
from the convict's side and on the 'aggravating circum-
stances' from the prosecution. The latest order of a
three-judge Bench, referring to a Constitution Bench the
issue of granting a meaningful opportunity to convicts
on the question of sentence, is a big stride in humaniz-
ing the sentencing process. Some High Courts have
given a chance to convicts to present mitigating factors
so that the inadequacy of the sentencing process in the
trial court does not matter. Present thinking, however, is
veering towards the view that courts must elicit reports
from the jail authorities, probation officers and even
trained psychologists to assess the mitigating factors in
favour of not imposing the death penalty. In its referral
order, the Bench has also raised the question as to the
stage at which mitigating factors are to be presented. It
has noted that the scales are tilted against the convicts
now, as it is only after conviction that they are able to
speak about mitigating circumstances. The prosecution,
on the other hand, presents its case from the beginning
on how heinous the crime was, and how much the ac-
cused deserved maximum punishment. The
Constitution Bench may come up with new guidelines
under which the trial courts themselves can hold a com-
prehensive investigation into factors related to the up-
bringing, education and socio-economic conditions of
an offender before deciding the punishment. The legal
and moral dilemma of sending someone to the gallows,
of course, will exist only as long as the death penalty re-
mains on the statute book. In this context, I would fur-
ther like to mention that financial and social economic
conditions must be considered as there are many crimi-
nals who are still in jail due to non-payment of a very
nominal fine of Rs 5,000.

Knotty problem of 
capital punishment

S eeing the economy of the
developed countries in

gloomy and uncertain condi-
tions, many experts have been
fuelling fear that global reces-
sion is just about to start in
India too. Long-term disrup-
tions in supply chains caused
by the war in Russia and
Ukraine have had a significant
impact on the world economy.
For the past few months, the US
economy has been declining
significantly and spreading the
fear of recession throughout
the country. Moreover,
Americans are feeling finan-
cially burdened by higher gas
and rent prices. A recent state-
ment from Wall mart says that
people are choosing low-margin
items over regularly used prod-
ucts that they used to buy and
putting fewer items in the cart
moreover rising inflation to
9.1% in June, is the highest in
41 years which cannot be ig-
nored. Is the US economy offi-
cially headed towards reces-
sion? Is any shock to the USA
economy likely to affect the rest
of the world?

European nations are almost
entering a recession due to the
increased price of energy.
Russia's decision not to resume
gas supplies until western sanc-
tions are lifted. According to
the Bank of England, UK
Inflation could peak at 13% this
winter and remain high
throughout 2023. Due to the pos-
sible recession of the US, the
UK, and numerous other coun-
tries, the IMF predicts that
Indian growth will also slow
down. 'Nomura' and 'World

Bank' have downgraded India's
GDP growth.

How much Indian economy is
showing resilience amidst the
fear of recession and conse-
quences of the Ukraine-Russia
war? If we see data released by
the Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation
(MOSPI), there has been a
growth of 26.7% in the nominal
GDP or GDP at current prices in
Q1 2022-23, as opposed to 32.4%
growth in Q1 2021-22. In addi-
tion to having a well-capitalized
financial system and enough
food grains, India also has ade-
quate international reserves.
RBI's steps in hiking the repo
rate by 50 basis points to 5.40 per
cent to contain inflation are wel-
comed. The falling value of the
rupee against the dollar and
high commodity prices, geopo-
litical issues, and restrictions
on exports are of course widen-
ing the trade deficit. It is also be-
lieved that the rupee's deprecia-
tion will increase export com-
petitiveness. Economists also
say that fall in oil global prices
is expected to reduce the trade
deficit. Moreover, India's invest-
ments in Russia's energy and its
relationship would go long way
to secure energy demand
whereas the rest of the world is
at the risk of recession for in-
creased oil and gas prices.
Buying from Russia in rupee
means less outflow of the dollar.
Importing oil from Russia at
discounted prices is not likely to
affect the US-INDIA relation-
ship. USA Needs India's support
to challenge Chain's rising
power as a global power and
also it plays an important role
in 'QUAD' and INDO –PACIFIC
strategy and USA cannot suc-
ceed without India.

Russia further offers cheaper
oil to India but in return, India
has to decline the price cap pro-
posal of G7 countries. India will
weigh its options in the coming
days. As oil prices fall, the fear
of recession in the market will
diminish and it will also be ben-
eficial for the equity market.

When oil prices fall, raw mate-
rials will be cheaper and there-
fore profits will be above aver-
age. Despite concerns about ris-
ing inflation around the world,
Indian jobseekers are not ad-
versely impacted by rising
costs; with six out of ten saying
they have not experienced any
negative effects. The labour
market is showing a growth op-
portunity in India. 54% of com-
panies are planning to hire in
the next three months. Positive
sentiment is showing in hiring
in the sectors like banking, fi-
nance, insurance, restaurants
& hotels and manufacturing
and the real sector. After Brazil,
the manpower group employ-
ment outlook survey' says India
has the strongest net employ-
ment outlook for December in
the Asia Pacific region. Even
though the Indian IT market
cannot be much unaffected by
the US recession, the sector is
projected to have strong hiring
intentions. According to the
Union Finance Minister in a re-
cent Rajya Sabha session,
India's macroeconomic funda-
mentals are perfect, so there's
no reason to be concerned
about recession or stagflation.
Therefore, the Indian IT market
is unlikely to fall with the fall of
the US IT market.

Despite the global economic
slowdown, it is expected India's
economy won't be impacted by
it due to the policymaking in
place to control inflation.
Although the inflation rate is
7% which seems high it is much
lower when compared with de-
veloped countries like the USA
and China so the economy is
growing as well. India has taken
over the UK's position in the list
of the world's largest
economies. If we look at our
neighbouring countries, after
Sri Lanka, Pakistan is under se-
vere debt pressure from
Chinese loans with high infla-
tion, and Nepal is also seeing a
financial crisis. Bangladesh and
Laos realized the debt trap
diplomacy policy of China in

the name of BRI initiation and
Bangladesh asking more loans
from multilateral agencies to
meet the crisis. The Chinese
economy is also slowing down
due to Covid zero policy of lock-
downs, housing market col-
lapse, and weak demand both at
home and overseas.

Amidst the possible fear of
global recession, RBI is relax-
ing us by stating that rupee's
fall against the dollar in India is
still in a better position as com-
pared to other global currencies
or its peers. The Central bank
working to control jerky move-
ment and has a plan to make
the rupee experience less depre-
ciation. India's banking system
is in a better position. Along
with the better macroeconomic
system in the country and
change in GST rates are found
generated revenues. PMI rose at
the highest pace in eight
months indicating a growing
economy. The process to bring
retail inflation below 7% is on.
The external debt to GDP ratio
declined to 19.9% at the end of
March 2022 and from 21.2% at
the end of March 2021 is a posi-
tive indicator of a growing
economy. The National
Statistical Office (NSO) report-
ed India's economic growth
grew by 13.5% in the first quar-
ter of fiscal 2022-23, up from
4.1% in the final quarter of fis-
cal 2021-22. The global economy
could suffer a significant slow-
down again depending on the
length of the Russia-Ukraine
war but India will not enter into
a recession. Historically, India
has bounced back well after
every US recession because a
recession in the US may cause
the crude price to fall, which
will be a blessing for India. It is
also found that each time
International organizations
like 'IMF' and 'world bank esti-
mate India's downgrade
growth, India's economy is no-
ticed to remain the fastest grow-
ing economy. The Indian econo-
my may become the third
largest by 2030, looking ahead.

Indian economy’s resilience amidst world repercussion risk

Vinod C Dixit 

R ose, a symbol of concern
and tenderness, is of-

fered to cancer patients to pro-
vide them with strength as
they face the disease and its
consequences. 22nd September
is observed as Rose Day. Rose
Day is dedicated to those bat-
tling cancer all over the world.
Rose is a symbol of love, care
and concern. It is a day for sup-
porting all those people
around the world who are
fighting cancer.

Fighting cancer - the second
deadliest disease in the world -
is emotionally, physically and
financially exhausting. It is a
special day for remembering
and sharing a cancer patient's
trauma. Rose day is observed
in the memory of 12-year-old
Melinda Rose from Canada,
who was diagnosed with
Askin's Tumour, a rare form of

Blood Cancer. Her
parents were
warned that she
would not survive
even a couple of
weeks. Doctors pre-
dicted that she will
not survive more
than a couple of
weeks, but she lived
six months more.
Within that period,
she successfully
cheered up other
cancer patients and
their caregivers with her let-
ters, poems, and emails.

Melinda Rose's small life
touched the lives of many. She,
till her last breath, did not give
up hope of survival. She posi-
tively made each day in her re-
maining life meaningful. She
networked with other children
who were also cancer patients
and their caregivers. Offering
flowers such as roses to cancer

patients as a way to pray for
them and to greet them has al-
ways been a long-time tradi-
tion and when Melinda Rose
passed away the roses were
also offered to her by her fol-
lowers as a tribute to her.

As we all know, cancer is
one of those deadly diseases
which has a huge impact on a
patient's body and mind. The
taxing nature of the treat-

ment makes things
very difficult for
many patients and
their caregivers.
India has over 25
lakhs registered
cancer patients and
the number is
growing with 8
lakh new cancer
cases added every
year. Studies say
that the leading
cause of cancer is
the use of tobacco.

Poor diet, obesity, lack of
physical activity and alcohol
are other causes of cancer.
Cancer induces many nega-
tive changes like weight loss,
lack of appetite, and change
in appearance to a frighten-
ing level.

Cancer can affect many
things in life, but it cannot
cripple the love you have in
your heart. Sharing Facts on

cancer, how to do early detec-
tion and diagnosis, and a list
of organizations that can help
financially will go a long way
in the overall fight against
cancer. Unfortunately, the
medical and science fields are
yet to come up with a proper
cure for cancer, despite their
constant efforts for a cause
they are yet to discover its
cure, so until then we can all
contribute in our own way.

When we celebrate Rose
day to let all cancer patients
aware that they can face the
disease with strong willpow-
er and spirit, let us mark this
day to bring cheer to all can-
cer patients by gifting hand –
made roses with a message to
show them their love, sup-
port, care and concern for
cancer patients. Let us instil
hope, confidence, and joy in
the minds of people who 
fight cancer.

Rose Is A Symbol Of Love And Care

LATA MONI DAS
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Housing.com 
New Delhi: Realty
portal Housing.com
will hire about 200
people this fiscal to
strengthen its team,
besides investing in
technology as well as
brand promotion to
become the clear mar-
ket leader, its CEO
Dhruv Agarwala said.
REA India, part of
Australia’s REA
Group and US-based
News Corp, owns
three real estate por-
tals — Housing.com,
PropTiger and
Makaan.com.

NCLAT
New Delhi: The
National Company
Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT)
has dismissed an ap-
peal by Siemens Ltd
against the invocation
of its bank guarantees
by Meenakshi Energy.
Meenakshi Energy
Ltd (MEL) which is
presently facing insol-
vency proceedings,
was setting up a 700
MW thermal plant, in
which Siemens was a
sub-contractor for the
project. The appellate
tribunal has upheld
the earlier order of
the Hyderabad bench
of the National
Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) in
this regard and noted
the bank guarantees
were invoked by MEL
on the ground that
Siemens failed to per-
form its obligations in
terms of the agree-
ments.

Salesforce
San Francisco:
Salesforce India will
increase its headcount
in the country to
10,000 by January next
year from 7,500-plus
currently, its chairper-
son and CEO
Arundhati
Bhattacharya has
said. Bhattacharya
further said that in
the order of priority,
the focus areas for
Salesforce in India are
banking, financial
services and insur-
ance (BFSI), manufac-
turing, services and
social services. “We
are (Salesforce India’s
headcount) at about
7,500 plus.

Suzlon
New Delhi: Suzlon
Energy on Sunday
said its board has ap-
proved raising Rs
1,200 crore via a rights
issue of 240 crore
shares. The Securities
Issue Committee of
the Board, at its meet-
ing held on Sunday,
approved the rights
issue, the company
said in a regulatory
filing. The company
will raise Rs 1,200
crore through is-
suance of 240 crore
shares with face value
of Rs 2 each at an
issue price of
Rs 5 per share.

Volvo
Mumbai: Swedish
car maker Volvo plans
to expand its certified
used-car business pan-
India by early 2024
and expects as much
as one-third of its vol-
umes to come from
this segment, a top
company official has
said. Volvo operates
its pre-owned car busi-
ness under the Selekt’
platform globally and
it recently launched
the platform in India
with two dealerships.
According to a study
published early this
month, the pre-owned
car market is expected
to grow at a com-
pounded annual
growth rate of 19.5 per
cent till financial year
2027 and reach up to 8-
million units.

PEOPLE SHOP FOR VEGETABLES

People shop for fruit and vegetables in a market in Hong Kong on September 25. Vegitable prices in most part
of the world are high due to the Russia-Ukraine war.

Mumbai, Sep 25 (PTI):

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) may take cues
from its global counter-
parts, including the US
Federal Reserve, to raise
interest rate for the fourth
time in a row on Friday to
tame stubborn inflation.

The RBI, which has
since May raised the
short-term lending rate
(repo) by 140 basis points
(bps), may again go for a
50-bps increase to take it to
a three-year high of 5.9 per
cent, say experts.

The central bank had
raised the repo rate by 40
bps in May and 50 bps each
in June and August. The
present rate is 5.4 per cent.

The consumer price
index (CPI) based retail in-
flation, which had started
showing signs of modera-
tion since May, has again
firmed up to 7 per cent in
August. The RBI takes into
account retail inflation
while framing its bi-
monthly monetary policy.

The RBI Governor-head-
ed Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC) is
scheduled to start its
three-day deliberations on
Wednesday. The decision
of the rate-setting panel
would be announced on
Friday (September 30).

The US Fed delivered
third consecutive rate hike
after it raised the rates by
75 bps to take the target
range to 3 - 3.25 per cent.
The central banks of the
UK and the EU have also
gone for rate hikes to tame
inflation. Madan Sabnavis,
Chief Economist at Bank
of Baroda, said inflation
in India remains high at
around 7 per cent and is
unlikely to come down any
time soon. “This means
that a rate hike is given.
The quantum is what the
market would be interest-

ed in. While a hike of 25-35
bps would have signaled
that the RBI is confident
that the worst of inflation
is over, the recent develop-
ments in the forex market
could prompt a higher
quantum of 50 bps to stay
on track with other mar-
kets so as to retain in-
vestor interest,” he said.

The government has
tasked the RBI to ensure
the retail inflation re-
mains at 4 per cent, with a
margin of 2 per cent on ei-
ther side.

Dhruv Agarwala, Group
CEO, Housing.com, said
reining in inflation will re-
main the RBI’s top con-
cern amid resilient eco-
nomic expansion and ro-
bust credit growth.

“Any hike in rates would
result in banks increasing
home loan interest rates,
too. But, we are of the
opinion that its impact
would not be significant as
demand for property re-
mains robust. Demand is
only going to accelerate
further during this festive
season,” he said.

RBI set for fourth straight rate
hike to quell inflation, say experts

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

The Indian rupee slid-
ing to a historic low of
81.09 to a dollar will make
import of crude oil and
other commodities expen-
sive further fueling infla-
tion which for the past sev-
eral months has remained
above the Reserve Bank’s
upper tolerance level of 6
per cent.

The pressure on the do-
mestic currency, which is
mainly due to repeated
hikes in interest rate by
the US Fed, is likely to con-
tinue with rise in trade
deficit and gradual with-
drawal of funds by institu-
tional investors.

The Reserve Bank,
which is scheduled to an-
nounce its bi-monthly
monetary policy later this
week, is expected to in-

crease the repo-rate or the
short-term lending rates
by 50 basis points in a bid
to tame inflationary pres-
sure. For a nation that is 85
per cent dependent on im-
ports to meet its oil needs
and 50 per cent for gas re-
quirements, a weakening
rupee has a bearing on do-
mestic price of fuel.

India’s trade deficit
more than doubled to USD
27.98 billion in August due

to increased crude oil im-
ports. Import of ‘petrole-
um, crude & products’
stood at USD 17.7 billion in
August this year, an annu-
al increase of 87.44 per
cent.

India’s forex kitty con-
tinued its southward jour-
ney, with the overall re-
serves declining by USD
5.219 billion to USD 545.652
billion for the week ended
September 16. The re-

serves, which have been
dipping as the central
bank deploys the kitty to
defend the rupee amid
pressure caused majorly
by global developments,
had declined by USD 2.23
billion to USD 550.87 bil-
lion in the previous week.

SBI in a report said glob-
al commodity prices have
remained volatile after
their fall in June from his-
torical highs. Prices edged
up during late July - early
August, before moderating
towards the end of the
month, largely driven by
concerns over demand
slowdown.

Crude oil prices are
trading decisively below
USD 100 per barrel with
heightened volatility due
to expectations of an im-
minent slowdown in glob-
al demand, it said.

Weakening rupee to make import of crude
oil, commodities expensive, fuel inflation

New Delhi, Sep 25: 

TECNO Mobile the
premium smartphone
brand of TRANSSION
India announces the
launch of its latest multi-
colour-changing smart-
phone CAMON 19 Pro
Mondrian in India.
Staying true to its ‘India
First’ and ‘Segment
First’ approach, the
CAMON 19 Pro
Mondrian brings India’s
first multi-colour-chang-
ing smartphone, with
P o l y c h r o m a t i c
Photoisomer technology.
The technology success-
fully allows the mono-
chrome back cover of a
smartphone to show mul-
tiple changing colours
under illumination, giv-
ing an immersive “light

chasing” experience. The
innovative system uses
the recovery and break-
age effect of the chain of
photosynthesis molecu-
lar bonds under ultravio-
let light, making the col-
orless molecular groups
chromogenic and revert-
ing to colourless. The de-
sign of the phone is in-
spired by Mondrian Art,
the product has already
been awarded USA Muse
Design Award and A’
Design Award from Italy.

The camera centric
CAMON series, features
everything that is
‘Industry First’
Combining technology
with innovation.
TECNO’s new CAMON
addition features the in-
dustry-first 64MP
Primary Camera with

RGBW + (G+P) sensor, al-
lowing 200% more light
to enter the sensor for
brighter photographs.
Along with Optical
Image Stabilization (OIS)
and Hybrid Image
Stabilisation (HIS), the
smartphone ensures de-
terrence of jittery im-
ages and videos even in
not-so-favourable light-
ing conditions. \

With the 50MP camera
coupled with a 50mm
golden focus portrait,
which could be termed to
be the closest focus to
human eyes. The smart-
phone is also equipped
with up to 300% in-
creased focus speed en-
abling to capture much
more precise images
using laser detection
focus.

TECNO redefines 
the smartphone segment 

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

LML Electric plans to
raise up to Rs 500 crore to
fund setting up of its own
manufacturing plant and
scale up business, accord-
ing to company MD and
CEO Yogesh Bhatia.

The company is gearing
up to launch its first prod-
uct in the Indian market in
the second half of 2023 to
mark the return of one of
the popular two-wheeler
brands of yesteryears,
LML in an electric rein-
carnation. LML Electric
has already entered into a
partnership with Saera
Electric Auto Pvt Ltd,
which had acquired
American cult bike maker
Harley Davidson’s manu-
facturing plant at Bawal in
Haryana, to roll out its
products in the initial

phase. “We are planning to
launch three products and
all are in different cate-
gories. Our first product,
an electric bike (bicycle),
is coming in the first half
of 2023 for the European
and the US market. Our
second and third products
will be launched in the sec-
ond half of 2023 for India
and other markets,”

Bhatia told PTI. The sec-
ond product will be a
“hyper bike” — a
crossover between an elec-
tric scooter and motorcy-
cle — while the third one
will be an electric scooter,
he added. When asked
about the investments,
Bhatia, who is also the pro-
moter of SG Corporate
Mobility which had ac-

quired the LML brand and
intellectual property last
year in August, said Rs 350
crore has been earmarked
for the first phase, includ-
ing the acquisition of the
brand, product develop-
ment and initial produc-
tion. He further said LML
Electric is “exploring to
raise Rs 400 crore to Rs 500
crore” to fund its future
expansion plans in India
and abroad, including set-
ting up of its own manu-
facturing unit.

While the company has
signed an MoU with Saera
Electric Auto to roll out its
products from the latter’s
Bawal plant, Bhatia said,
“Parallelly, we are also ex-
ploring to set up our own
m a n u f a c t u r i n g
plant...Over 18 months to
two years we will set up
our own facility.”

LML Electric plans to raise up to Rs 500 crore
First India product launch in second half of 2023

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

Electronics major
Samsung India on Sunday
said it has sold over 12
lakh Galaxy smartphones
worth more than Rs 1,000
crore on the first day of
online festive sales at
Amazon and Flipkart.

Samsung has slashed
prices of Galaxy series
smartphones in the range
of 17 to 60 per cent for the
festive season sales.

“On Day 1 of online fes-
tive sales, Samsung sold
more than 1.2 million
Galaxy devices, creating a
new record in India.
Samsung Galaxy smart-
phones were among the
most sought-after devices,
thanks to never-seen-be-
fore offers on Amazon and
Flipkart. In value terms,

Samsung sold Galaxy de-
vices worth over Rs 1000
crore in 24 hours,”
Samsung said in a state-
ment.Samsung has
slashed prices of smart-
phones like Galaxy S20 FE
5G, Galaxy S22 Ultra,
Galaxy S22, Galaxy M53,
Galaxy M33, M32 Prime
Edition and Galaxy M13.

For the premium
Galaxy S22 series, the com-
pany has announced dis-
counts in the range of 17 to

38 per cent.“On Day 1 of
Amazon’s Great Indian
Festival, Samsung was the
number 1 smartphone
brand, with every third
smartphone being a
Galaxy. Galaxy M13 was
the number 1 bestseller,”
Samsung said. On Day 1 of
Flipkart’s ‘Big Billion
Days’ sale, Samsung said it
doubled its market share
on the platform.

“With a strong start to
the festive season sales,
Samsung is set to consoli-
date its 5G and overall
smartphone leadership in
the country,” the company
added. According to the
market research firm IDC,
Samsung had 16.3 per cent
market share in the sec-
ond quarter of 2022 with
shipments of 5.7 million
units.

Samsung sells over 12 lakh smartphones worth
Rs 1,000 cr on Day 1 of online festive sales

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):
High defaults of about 8
per cent in the education
loan portfolio have made
banks cautious and go
slow on the sanction of
such credit. Non-perform-
ing assets (NPAs) in the ed-
ucation loan category in-
cluding public sector
banks’ (PSBs) were 7.82
per cent at the end of June
quarter of the current fi-
nancial year. Outstanding
education loans were
about Rs 80,000 crore at
June-end. Cautious ap-
proach is adopted at the
end of branches while
sanctioning education
loans due to high NPAs, a
senior public sector bank
official said. As a result
some genuine cases are

overlooked and there are
delays, the official said.
Recently, the finance min-
istry had called a meeting
of PSBs to take stock of
the education loan portfo-
lio and cut down on delay.
The ministry exhorted
banks to spread awareness
about the Central Sector
Interest Subsidy Scheme
among field formations.

The sharp increase in
non-performing assets
(NPA) in education loans
extended by commercial
banks in India in recent
years is a matter of con-
cern, as it could hamper
the growth of bank credit
for higher education in the
country, according to an
occasional paper pub-
lished by RBI.

High NPAs in 
education loan segment

turn banks cautious NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  2255  ((PPTTII)):: Iran
has offered ONGC Videsh Ltd
and its partners a 30 per cent
interest in development of the
Farzad-B gas field in the
Persian Gulf that was discov-
ered by the Indian consortium,
officials said. ONGC Videsh Ltd,
the overseas arm of state-
owned Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC), in 2008
had discovered a giant gas field
in the 3,500 square kilometer
Farsi offshore block. In April
2011, it submitted a master
development plan (MDP) to
bring the discovery, which was
named Farzad-B, for production
but negotiations got stalled as
international sanctions were
slapped on Iran over its nuclear
plans. Negotiations restarted in
2015, but in February 2020,
National Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC) informed that Iranian
government has decided to

award the contract to develop
the field to a local firm. The
exploration contract, under
which OVL and its partners had
discovered gas reserves in Farsi
block, provided for the discov-
erer to be part of the field
development, the officials said.
Citing the Exploration Service
Contract, Iran asked the Indian
consortium to exercise its
rights to participate in the
development contract up to
minimum 30 per cent stake,
they said, adding Tehran asked
the Indian firms to exercise the
right within 90 days failing
which it would be deemed as
rejection of the offer. Officials
said for further discussion to
participate in the development
contract, communications and
comments on Confidentiality
Agreement (CA) were sent to
NIOC in March and a reminder
in the following month.

Iran offers Indian firms
30 pc stake in gas field

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

After infusing more than
Rs 51,000 crore last month,
foreign investors have
slowed down the pace of eq-
uity buying in India in
September so far, as they in-
vested a little over Rs 8,600
crore, on sharp deprecia-
tion in rupee.

Going forward, Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
are unlikely to buy aggres-
sively amid rising dollar,
VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said. Indication of further
rate hike by the US Federal
Reserve, fears of a reces-
sion, depreciating rupee
and continued tensions in
Russia and Ukraine will af-
fect FPI flows, Basant
Maheshwari, smallcase

manager and Co-founder,
Basant Maheshwari
Wealth Advisers LLP, said.

The latest inflow comes
following a net investment
of Rs 51,200 crore in August
and nearly Rs 5,000 crore in
July, data with depositories
showed.

FPIs turned net buyers
in July after nine straight
months of net outflows,
which started in October
last year. Between October
2021 till June 2022, they sold
Rs 2.46 lakh crore in the
Indian equity markets.

According to the data,
FPIs have bought equity to
the tune of Rs 8,638 crore
during September 1-23.

However, FPI activity has
turned highly volatile with
alternate bouts of buying
and selling. They have sold
on seven occasions in this

month so far. In fact, in the
last two trading sessions,
they have pulled out Rs
2,500 crore from the Indian
equity markets.
Vijayakumar has attrib-
uted increased FPI selling
in recent days to rising dol-
lar and rising bond yields
in the US.

In addition, the 75 basis
points (bps) rate hike by the
US Fed for the third consec-
utive time to control rising
inflation and the surging
dollar have impacted FPI
buying, Wealth Advisers
LLP’s Maheshwari said.
“The US Fed’s hawkish
tone on interest rates and
the fear of a global reces-
sion fuelled pessimism
among investors,”
Shrikant Chouhan, Head -
Equity Research (Retail),
Kotak Securities, said.

FPIs pump in Rs 8,600-cr 
in Sep; pace of investment slows

S
inger Neha Kakkar
got impressed with
the singing talent of

'Indian Idol 13' contestants
Senjuti Das and Sanchari
Sen Gupta, who per-
formed the tracks
'Mohabbat Buri bimari'
from the 2015 film
'Bombay Velvet' and
'Badmash Dil' from the
2011 movie 'Singham'.

Moreover, Neha was

also overwhelmed by the
gesture of Senjuti as she
gave her shagun of Durga
Puja including laal sin-
door(red vermilion) and
sweets.

The 'London
Thumakda' singer said: "I
am touched by the sur-
prise, and it is very over-
whelming for me. Senjuti,
you have an unconven-
tional voice, I am highly
impressed by your per-
formance today. I wanna
take a picture with you, I
am grateful for this ges-
ture of yours. It is a new
thing for me to celebrate
this festival."

She also praised the
contestant Sanchari and
added: "You nailed it
Sanchari, it was a rocking
performance."

Quite obliged by the

compliments of the judge
and singer on the show,
Senjuti responded:
"It's a
d r e a m
come true
for me to
celebrate
this festival with
Neha ma'am. I am so
happy today, and
thankful to everyone
who gave me this oppor-

tunity to celebrate and
showcase my talent. I
hope to give my best and
win this."

While expressing her
gratitude towards her
mother, Sanchari said: "I
am so grateful for this op-
portunity which I have
got. It's a huge blessing
today. My mother is my
luck, and she designs all
the sarees I wear, and
today on the saree she has
also printed the golden
ticket I had won. I am so
happy to perform in front
of such great music maes-
tros."

Judged by Neha
Kakkar, Vishal Dadlani,
and Himesh Reshammiya,
the singing reality show
'Indian Idol 13' airs on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

ACROSS

1. RR terminals

5. Reads quickly

10. Send

14. Buddy

15. Wall board

16. Voice range

17. Went by train

18. Aquatic plants

19. Avails oneself of

20. Chinese, e.g.

22. Nothing more than

23. Italy's capital

24. Gasoline, in England

26. Musical show

28. Divisible by two

30. Arid wastelands

34. Large handkerchief

38. Laker Shaquille ____

39. Top card

40. Large trucks

43. Squeak by

44. Seaside

47. Was present at

50. Spanish women

53. King's title

54. Encouraged

56. Evaluators

60. Blemish

63. Listen

65. Disrobe

66. Skirt length

67. Book of maps

69. Bound

70. "Once ____ a time..."

71. Blouse

72. Adam's home

73. Richard ____ of "Pretty Woman"

74. Grouchy

75. Posted

DOWN

1. ____ metal
2. Not these
3. Inspect ledgers
4. Smudged
5. Exercise club
6. Composed
7. Infuriate
8. Approached
9. Garment part
10. Actress ____ Stapleton
11. Too
12. Gossip bit
13. Come in last
21. Flaring star
25. Telescope glass
27. GI's hangout

29. SSW's opp.
31. Critic Rex ____
32. Steal
33. Snow coaster
34. Freshwater fish
35. Long (for)
36. Bright sign
37. Physicians' org.
41. The I in TGIF
42. Recipe direction
45. Standard procedure
46. Miscalculate
48. Distinct times
49. Prickly plants
51. Appalled
52. Boil
55. Sandwich shops
57. Wear away
58. Mature
59. Used money
60. Arrogant
61. Tobacco holder
62. Bloodhound's clue
64. Pub missile
68. Pig's digs
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Boredom might stimulate your rebellious
streak today, Aquarius. You could decide to
forego your usual tasks and do something
unusual or unexpected, such as skydiving
or horseback riding. Don't feel guilty if you
decide to do this. We all need to throw cau-
tion to the wind and go for some excite-
ment occasionally. Follow your instincts
and have fun!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Have you been considering working more at
home, Pisces? If so, today you might decide
to do just that. An opportunity could pave
the way for new jobs you could do at home,
in your own space, among your own belong-
ings. This could add to your sense of securi-
ty. The only downside could be if you don't
make the effort, you might never leave the
house. Be sure to get your workout in!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A conversation with a sibling or neighbor
could lead to you making a new friend
today, Aries, probably someone who works
in a creative profession. If you're currently
romantically involved, this person could
become your best friend. If you're unat-
tached, sparks could fly between you and
him or her. You could talk for hours and part
unwillingly. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A change in career could be in the works for
you, Taurus. It might be within the scope of
your current job or an entirely new one. It's
definitely a change for the better. Don't let
insecurity or an attachment to your current
circumstances hold you back. Whatever
opportunities appear at this time may not
come around again for a long while. Think
about it carefully and then follow your heart.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A walk through your neighborhood could
put you in the middle of an unexpected,
interesting event, Gemini. It may be a small
public gathering or an impromptu get-
together, like a protest. Whatever it is, you
could be transfixed by it. Make mental notes
and then write down your impressions later.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Some books you've been reading lately might
excite your desire to study astrology,
numerology, alchemy, or some other occult
science, Cancer. This may not be something
that you'd normally consider, but don't let
that hold you back. Your values have been
shaken up lately anyway, so make the most of
the impulse now. It could transform you in a
subtle way. Go for it!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Boredom might stimulate your rebellious
streak today, Leo. You could decide to
forego your usual tasks and do something
unusual or unexpected, such as skydiving
or horseback riding. Don't feel guilty if you
decide to do this. We all need to throw cau-
tion to the wind and go for some excite-
ment occasionally. Follow your instincts
and have fun!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A virtual class or lecture of some kind could
bring you exciting new information today,
Virgo. This could keep your mind buzzing for
hours, particularly since you may also com-
municate with some interesting people with
whom you can discuss this subject for hours.
Make the effort to take a walk and clear your
head at some point during the day or else you
might be too mentally charged up to sleep.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A future journey may be in the works
right now, Libra. Many changes have
been occurring in your life for a long
time, and they continue today. They
might involve group events or educa-
tional activities. This may be something
you've anticipated for a long time. Your
energy, enthusiasm, and excitement are
high. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A change in career could be in the works
for you, Scorpio. It might be within the
scope of your current job or an entirely
new one. It's definitely a change for the
better. Don't let insecurity or an attach-
ment to your current circumstances hold
you back. Whatever opportunities appear
at this time may not come around again
for a long while. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

An unexpected opportunity to go on a
long journey, perhaps business-related,
could come to you soon, Sagittarius. A
partner might be involved. Your enthu-
siasm may be almost boundless but
remember that your physical energy
isn't. If you choose to travel right now,
make sure you take necessary precau-
tions. Otherwise, have fun!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Too much hard work and stress could be
taking a physical toll on you today,
Capricorn. But it isn't likely to stop you
from working intently and energetically
on a project that fascinates you. This
enterprise could be personal or job relat-
ed, but whatever it is, the turn it takes is
apt to surprise you. It might not be any-
thing like what you'd planned! Go to it!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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'K
yunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi'
actress Karishma

Tanna is currently seen
playing the role of
Inspector Geeta Tehlan in
Juhi Chawla, Ayesha
Jhulka-starrer web series
'Hush Hush'.

Talking about her expe-
rience working in the se-
ries, she expressed grati-
tude towards director
Tanuja Chandra and said:
"The character of Geeta
will always be special to
me and I would like to
thank Tanuja ma'am for
choosing me to play this
character."

When the project came
to her, she was not sure
about doing it. As she
said: "When Tanuja
ma'am first told me about
the role, I was not sure I
would be able to do justice
to this character but I am
glad to see how things
worked out on screen for
me. I am thrilled to see the
love my character is re-
ceiving and I hope the love
continues for my future

projects too."
The actress, who also

worked in 'Naagin 3',
'Qayamat Ki Raat', 'Kkoi
Dil Mein Hai' added fur-
ther on what she imbibed
as a actor from Tanuja
while working with her in
the series. "Working with
Tanuja ma'am was a won-
derful experience. It has
been a very educational
and enlightening experi-
ence for me to work on a
dark and mysterious
script."

"Additionally, I feel for-
tunate to be on screen
with so many talented and
strong artistes. I'm happy
that people are enjoying
and appreciating my ef-
forts and my performance
as Geeta Tehlan in the
show," she added.

Created by filmmaker
Tanuja Chandra, the
seven-episode thriller is a
story of a set of women
whose lives take a sudden
turn when a secret from
their past comes before of
them. It streams on
Amazon Prime Video.

From ‘Kyunki Saas...’ to
'Hush Hush’, Karishma
Tanna now plays a cop

Neha Kakkar overwhelmed
by the gesture of 'Indian

Idol 13’ contestant

M
egastar Amitabh
B a c h c h a n ' s
granddaughter

Navya Naveli Nanda
along with her mother
Shweta Bachchan Nanda
and grandmother Jaya
Bachchan are seen hav-
ing some interesting con-
versations over topics
like financial freedom,
career, relationship, and
parenting on Navya's
new podcast 'What the
Hell Navya'.

Navya said: "I've al-
ways had my own opin-
ions and my family had
to deal with it," said pod-
cast host Navya, adding
that "My Mom and Nani
are people who speak
their minds with no fil-
ter, and I just took after
them. On my first pod-
cast, I want others to
have a window into our
world while we argue
over serious and not-so-
serious topics." 24-year-

old entrepreneur, Navya
asserted that she is sur-
rounded by women, who
have seen a lot in life, and
thus they often end up
correcting her on many
matters but this is some-
thing that can be seen in
many families where eld-
ers keep checking the
youngsters. I get bashed
a lot on this podcast. "But
hey, I live with women

who have been through a
lot and have experienced
a magnitude of things.
So it's only natural for
them to correct me.
That's how families help
you grow."

Shweta added: "There
is a perception that
women are shy. Society
tells us to be agreeable
and mellow. But we really
aren't, and definitely not

Navya. This podcast has
given us an opportunity
to proudly tell the world
what we think, what we
like, and more important-
ly what we don't like."

Jaya mentioned that
she came to know a lot
about her daughter and
granddaughter through
the podcast and she is
happy with the way
Navya is hosting it.

"I have learned a lot
about my daughter and
granddaughter while
doing this. It was like a
family therapy session,
except that everyone will
be listening in. The pod-
cast actually created a
safe space and I'm proud
of how Navya has been
able to navigate it as a
host." The 10-episode
audio series is dropped on
IVM Podcasts and it is
also available on other
audio streaming plat-
forms.

Navya Naveli gets candid with mom
Shweta, grandma Jaya Bachchan

K
nown for her stel-
lar performances,
Radhika Apte for

the first time graced Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s popular com-
edy show, The Kapil
Sharma Show to promote
her upcoming film,
Vikram Vedha along with
co-stars Saif Ali Khan,
Yogita Bhiyani, Rohit
Saraf, Satyadeep Mishra,
Sharib Hashmi and
Directors - Gayatri and
Pushkar this Sunday at
9:30 pm. With the fresh
new season, host Kapil
Sharma and his naya
parivar are all geared up
to make Radhika Apte's
debut on the show, along
with the cast, a memo-
rable one. Enjoying her-
self to the fullest and
spilling some beans on
her personal life Radhika
would reveal how she de-
cided to go on a date with
her now husband.

Host Kapil asked
Radhika if it’s true that a
cat helped her select her
date. Letting the cat out of
the bag and leaving every-
one surprised, Radhika
Apte will reveal the inci-
dent and says, “This hap-
pened once. There were
two different boys who
asked me out for a date on
the same day. One was my
now husband and one
was the other guy. As I
was confused my room-
mate suggested taking the
cat’s help who always
came to our house to have
food. My roommate and I
kept tuna fish in one bowl
and other fish in another
bowl and decided tuna is
Benedict and if she eats
from the other bowl it’s
the other guy. The cat ate
the tuna fish and I went
on a date with Benedict
and now I’m married to
him. It’s been 12 years
since then.”

Radhika Apte reveals
her first date experience

N
avratri symbolis-
es a nine-day-long
festive celebration

acknowledging the tri-
umph of good over evil,
restoring dharma over
adharma, purifying
negativities, and
cultivating posi-
tivity and holi-
ness. This holy
festival, which
e m p o w e r s
women &TV
female ac-
tors, high-
lights the
s i g n i f i -
cance of
the nine
days of
Navratri
and the
forms of
Devi worshipped by
everyone. These include
Neha Joshi (Yashoda),
Nidhi Uttam (Mala),
Anita Pradhan (Malti
Devi) from Doosri Maa,
Kamna Pathak (Rajesh
Singh), Himani Shivpuri
(Katori Amma), Sapna
Sikarwar (Bimlesh) from
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi), Vidisha
Srivastava (Anita Bhabi)
and Soma Rathod
(Ammaji) from Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai.

Bimlesh in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
Sapna Sikarwar shares,
“The most graceful form
of Navadurga, Devi
Mahagauri, represents
the beautiful and serene
aspect of Nature. As the
Devi represents purity,
cleanliness, endurance,
and peace, worshipping
her helps reduce your
flaws and turns your

mistakes into ashes.
Wearing purple-coloured
clothes on this day is con-
sidered auspicious.”
Ammaji in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
Soma Rathod shares,”
Siddhidatri, the ninth
form of Devi, represents
Siddhi, meaning perfec-
tion. The works of Devi
Siddhidatri help us ex-
plore the complexities of
the mind. She is said to
have supernatural heal-
ing powers and to assist
devotees in making the
impossible possible.
Peacock green is the
colour of this day. It is be-
lieved that one side of
Lord Shiva's body is that
of Goddess Siddhidatri".

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

On Navratri, &TV’s
female artists talk about

‘Naari Ke Nau Roop’
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Coimbatore, Sep 25 (PTI):

West Zone thrashed
South Zone by 294 runs to
win the 2022 Duleep
Trophy here on Sunday,
completing the formalities
before lunch on the fifth
and last day's play.

Set an improbable target
of 529 runs for an outright
win, South Zone were
bowled out for 234 in 71.2
overs, with left-arm
Shams Mulani (4 for 51)
picking up three of the
four wickets to fall on the
final day.

Resuming at 154 for six,
South batters Ravi Teja
and R Sai Kishore defied
the West attack for nearly
two hours. Most of the
South Zone's experienced
batters failed and fell to
the pace duo of Atit Sheth
and Jaydev Unadkat on

the fourth evening, leaving
the team in a hopeless situ-
ation.

Teja (53) batted with re-
solve and was well sup-
ported by lanky Sai
Kishore, who kept the
bowlers at bay for 82 deliv-
eries for his seven.

The duo added 57 runs
in 157 deliveries, handling
the West bowlers with cir-
cumspection. While Teja
got three boundaries and
hit a six, Kishore was con-
tent in defending and
spending time in the mid-
dle.

Medium-pacer Chintan
Gaja broke through with
the score at 203 when he
had Kishore caught by
Priyank Panchal.

Karnataka off-spinner K
Gowtham who joined Teja
made sure the West
bowlers were made to

work hard for more suc-
cess. They added 23 runs
and threatened to extend
the game past the lunch
break. Mulani trapped
Ravi Teja leg before wicket
after he had scored a half-
century.

Basil Thampi (0) was the
next to go, caught by
Sarfaraz Khan off Mulani
before Tanush Kotian had
Gowtham (17) to end
South's resistance.

West Zone had amassed
585 for four before declar-
ing in their second innings
after conceding a 57-run
first-innings lead to their
opponents.

Prolific run-scorer
Sarfaraz Khan recorded a
fine, unbeaten century
(127 off 178 balls) while
Yashasvi Jaiswal made a
monumental 265 in the
second innings to help set

the game up for the
Ajinkya Rahane-led West
Zone.

Kerala Opener Rohan
Kunnummal waged a lone
battle, scoring 93, in
South's second innings.

Meanwhile, West cap-
tain Rahane decided to ask
Jaiswal to leave the field
after opposition batsman
Teja complained of sledg-
ing, which had led to a cou-
ple of warnings.

Brief Scores: West Zone
270 and 585/4 declared in
128 overs (Yashasvi
Jaiswal 265, Shreyas Iyer
71, Sarfaraz Khan 127; R
Sai Kishore 2/157, K
Gowtham 2/235) beat
South Zone 327 and 234 in
71.2 overs (Rohan
Kunnummal 93; Ravi Teja
53, Shams Mulani 4/51,
Jaydev Unadkat 2/28, Atit
Sheth 2/29).

West Zone annexes Duleep Trophy
with big win over South

CCooiimmbbaattoorree:: In a rare act, West
Zone skipper Ajinkya Rahane
ordered his teammate Yashasvi
Jaiswal to leave the field for
disciplinary reasons, setting an
example on the fifth day of the
Duleep Trophy final against
South Zone here.
The 20-year-old Jaiswal had a
great time with the bat, smash-
ing a brilliant double century
to set up a big win for West
Zone in the summit showdown.
However, the same cannot be
said of his time on the field as
he found himself at the centre
of controversy on Sunday. He
was asked by his captain
Rahane to leave the field for
going overboard with sledging
against South Zone batter Ravi

Teja. South batter Ravi Teja had
apparently complained about
the verbal volleys that Jaiswal
was consistently firing at him
as he was fielding close to the
bat.
After being spoken to earlier,
Jaiswal came under fire again
in the 57th over when the on-
field umpire complained about
the young batter's alleged ver-
bal volleys. Jaiswal appeared to
be animated when Rahane had
a word with him with regard to
his action and sent him off,
leaving West Zone with 10 men
on the field. Jaiswal returned
to the field after being away
for seven overs. He was later
declared Man of the Match
after West won by 294 runs.

Rahane sets example, asks Jaiswal to
leave field for sledging rival batter

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

The BCCI has described
Jhulan Goswami's two
decade-long international
career as "monumental", say-
ing an era has come to an end
with the retirement of one of
women's cricket's greatest
players.
The 39-year-old Jhulan retired
from international cricket fol-
lowing the conclusion of the
ODI series in England, in
which the visitors secured a
first-ever clean sweep to give
the legendary seamer a fitting
farewell. In an international
career spanning over two
decades – the second longest
in women's international
cricket - Jhulan, who made
her debut in 2002, represent-
ed India in 12 Tests, 204 ODIs
and 68 T20Is, picking 355
wickets across formats. "With
Jhulan announcing her retire-
ment from international crick-

et, an era has come to an end.
She took immense pride in
representing India and always
put her best foot forward as
she served Indian cricket with
distinction," BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly said in a press
release. "She was the leader
of India's bowling attack and
her feats will continue to
inspire the present and bud-
ding cricketers. Her contribu-
tion to the game has been
monumental. "While her
inspiring presence on the field
will be missed, her achieve-
ments will continue to moti-
vate the upcoming crick-
eters," Ganguly added.
Jhulan, who went on to play
five ODI World Cups -- 2005,
2009, 2013, 2017 and 2022 --
remains the leading wicket-
taker in the history of the
Women's World Cups. She
also remains the only pacer in
women's cricket to have 250-
plus wickets in ODIs.

End of an era, BCCI says
after one of greatest
Jhulan’s retirement

Chennai, Sep 25 (PTI):

Left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav's sensation-
al hat-trick and Prithvi
Shaw's quick-fire half cen-
tury (77) set up a four-wick-
et win for India 'A' against
New Zealand 'A' in the sec-
ond unofficial ODI to clinch
the three-match series here
on Sunday.

Electing to bat, New
Zealand 'A' were all out for
219 in 47 overs as Kuldeep
picked up the last four
wickets, including the hat-
trick. From 210 for 6, the
visiting team collapsed to
219 all out as Kuldeep ran
amok. After dismissing
Sean Solia for his first scalp
of the match, Yadav picked
up the wickets of Logan
Van Beek, Joe Walker and
Jacob Duffy to complete a
memorable hat-trick. India
'A' chased down the target
with 16 overs to spare to
notch-up a series-clinching
win, reaching 222 for 6 in 34
overs.

The home side won by
seven wickets in the first
match on Thursday. The
third and last match will be
played on Tuesday.

"A hat-trick at any level
is special. This is a very
special one," Kuldeep told
reporters later. Rachin

Ravindra (61 off 65 balls)
and Joe Carter (72 off 80
balls) set the platform for
the Kiwis before Kuldeep
got into the act. The open-
ers -- Chad Bowes (15) and
Ravindra -- set the ball

rolling, putting on 32 runs.
Ravindra was the domi-
nant partner in a 31-run
stand with No.3 Dane
Cleaver (6). Ravindra
played some pleasing shots
and looked set for a big

score before he fell to a
catch by Ruturaj Gaikwad
in the point region off
Rishi Dhawan's bowling
after the score had crossed
the 100-mark. NZ 'A' captain
Robert O'Donnell fell for a
duck to Dhawan, dragging
a delivery on to his stumps
while attempting a pull.
Indian under-19 World Cup
winning player and medi-
um-pacer Raj Angad Bawa
then sent back Tom Bruce
(10) to leave the Kiwis at 133
for 5.

Carter, who was the top-
scorer with an enterprising
72, hit the first six for the
visitors and continued to
push the score along. A
miscued slog off leg-spin-
ner Rahul Chahar (2 for 50)
led to his dismissal.

Solia became Kuldeep's
first victim after a watchful
28 off 49 balls.

In his final over, Kuldeep
got van Beek (4), whose at-
tempted reverse sweep took
an edge and flew to Shaw in
the point region. Next ball,
he had Walker (0) caught
behind by Samson with a
superb delivery and fin-
ished things off by trap-
ping Duffy (0) LBW.

Chasing a modest 220 to
win and seal the series,
Shaw got off to a flier and
smashed the ball around as

the Indian score reached 50
in the seventh over.

There was no stopping
the diminutive Shaw as he
reached 50 from 26 balls
with a sweep shot. He hit 11
fours and 3 sixes in his su-
perlative 48-ball knock.
Gaikwad, who was sedate
in comparison, fell for 30 off
34 balls. The in-form Rajat
Patidar then fell for 20 at
team score of 131 for 2
while Shaw fell to Walker
two runs later.

Skipper Samson went
after the bowling and hit 37
off 35 balls, studded with
four boundaries and two
sixes before a superb div-
ing catch by Chad Bowes
cut short his stay.

Tilak Varma and Bawa
fell for ducks and India 'A'
appeared to be in some
trouble but Rishi Dhawan
(22 not out off 43 balls) and
Shardul Thakur (25 not out
off 24 balls) saw the team
home.

Brief Scores: NZ 'A' 219
all out in 47 overs (Joe
Carter 72, Rachin
Ravindra 61, Kuldeep
Yadav 4/51) lost to India 'A'
222 for 6 in 34 overs
(Prithvi Shaw 77, Sanju
Samson 37, Shardul
Thakur 25 not out, Logan
van Beek 3/46)) by four
wickets.

Kuldeep Yadav hat-trick, Shaw blitzkrieg
help India ‘A’ beat NZ ‘A’ and seal series

India A players R R Dhawan and Shardul Thakur greet each other
after the end of the 2nd unofficial ODI cricket match between
India A and New Zealand A, at MA Chidambaram Stadium, in
Chennai, Sunday, Sept. 25.

London, Sep 25 (PTI):

India women's team cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur
says her side had commit-
ted "no crime" after com-
pleting a first-ever white-
wash in ODIs on English
soil with a legal yet debat-
able run out.

Harmanpreet was re-
sponding to questions on
the run out effected by her
bowler Deepti Sharma at
the non-striker's end to
claim the crucial wicket of
Charlie Dean, after the bat-
ter had backed up too far,
and end England's innings
17 short of the target of
170 in the third and final
ODI here on Saturday.

Batting at number nine,
Dean had staged a dramat-
ic recovery with a fighting
47 and shared a 35-run
stand with No. 11 Freya

Davies to put England
within reach of the target
after the hosts had slipped
to 65 for 7 and then 103 for
8. "Today whatever we

have done I don't think it
was any crime,"
Harmanpreet said at the
post-match press confer-
ence. "It is part of the

game and it is an ICC rule
and I think we just need to
back our player. I'm actual-
ly very happy she was
aware of that, and the bat-
ter she is taking too long a
stride I think. I don't think
she has done something
wrong and we just need to
back her."

The India skipper, who
was named the Player of
the Series, did not agree
that the controversy took
the sheen off the leg-
endary Jhulan Goswami's
farewell game.

"I don't think so, be-
cause, like I said, I don't
think we have done any
crime. I don't think we
need to talk about that be-
cause the first nine wick-
ets were also very impor-
tant and everybody was
working so hard. "It was a
chaseable total but the

way our bowlers bowled
and the whole team put-
ting in the effort, there
were a lot of things to cel-
ebrate other than just
talking about the last
wicket."

Harmanpreet was an-
noyed with the line of
questioning at the presen-
tation ceremony, when the
presenter kept harping on
the the run out, instead of
the Indian team's historic
series triumph that was
built on the back of a ter-
rific all-round display.

"Well, to be honest I
thought you will ask
about the nine wickets
which was not easy to
take as well. It's part of
the game. I don't think we
have done something new.
It shows your awareness,
what batters are doing,"
Harmanpreet said.

Seoul, Sep 25:

Russian Ekaterina
Alexandrova registered a 7-
6 (4), 6-0 victory against top
seed Jelena Ostapenko, who
suffered a foot injury dur-
ing the match, in the final of
the Korea Open on Sunday
to clinch her third WTA
title. It was the second title
of the season for the 27-
year-old Alexandrova, who
is ranked 24th in the world
and was seeded second in
the WTA 250 event in Seoul.
Alexandrova was forced to
play catch-up for most of
the opening set against the
aggressive play from the
former French Open cham-
pion. But with superior
court coverage and better
control on unforced errors,
the Russian rallied from a
break down three times and
also saved a set point to
force a tiebreaker which

she edged to take the open-
ing set.

Ostapenko, who won the
Korea Open title and her
maiden Grand Slam trophy
at Roland Garros in 2017,
suffered a right foot injury
during the second set and
needed a medical timeout to

receive treatment on court.
The Latvian could not

muster much of a fight
after the injury as
Alexandrova breezed
through the set and sealed
the match with a backhand
return winner, her 27th of
the match.

Alexandrova claims Seoul crown
with win over Ostapenko

Ekaterina Alexandrova of Russia holds her winning trophy after
winning against Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia during their final
match at the Korea Open tennis championships in Seoul, South
Korea, Sunday, Sept. 25.

Whatever we have done I don’t think
it was any crime: Harmanpreet

Ho Chi Minh City, Sep 25 (PTI):

Captain Sunil Chhetri
was not happy with the
Indian football team's per-
formance in the 1-1 draw
against Singapore in the
Hung Thinh friendly tour-
nament here on Saturday,
saying his side will need to
go back to the drawing
board for the next game
against Vietnam.

India were the dominant
side with more shots at
Singapore goal, but failed to
convert them, except for
once. "There are many
things that we could have
done better. We missed a lot
of chances, and maybe we
could have defended a little
better. I'm sure the coach
will have a talk with us
about it," Chhetri said after
the match. "Without being
too harsh on ourselves,
there are a few things that
we need to work on."

Asked about India's last
match against Vietnam on
Tuesday, Chhetri said, "We
have watched their match
against Singapore (which
Vietnam won 4-0 on
Thursday). They are really a
good especially at home.
They are one of the most im-
proved sides in Asia in the
last five years. "We have to
really go back to the draw-

ing board and improved our-
selves against Vietnam. We
have to really worked hard.
It is not going to be the same
(as Singapore)," said the 38-
year-old talisman.

Asked about the weather
during the match, he said,
"No excuses from our end
about the weather. We were
here two days ago, and I
must say that the weather is
little different here, but it's
quite nice. "The ground was
great. A lot comes down to
how we played and we need
to do better." Ikhsan Fandi
put Singapore ahead in the
37th minute when his free-
kick from about 25 yards out
took a deflection off the
Indian wall and beat a div-
ing goalie Gurpreet Singh
Sandhu who could lay a
hand on the ball but failed to
stop it from entering the net.

Singapore's joy lasted jut
six minutes as Ashique
Kuruniyan equalised in the
43rd minute off an assist
from Chhetri.

Jeakson Singh made an
interception in the
Singapore half, passed the
ball to Chhetri, who put
Kuruniyan through on goal.
Kuruniyan calmly slotted
the ball home with a left-
footed grounder which beat
Singapore goalie and cap-
tain Hassan Sunny.

Chhetri not happy with
Indian team’s performance

against Singapore
London, Sep 25 (PTI):

Going by the ICC manu-
al, India all-rounder
Deepti Sharma's run out of
Charlie Dean in the third
ODI was perfectly legal,
but it still divided opinions
with some backing it and
Englishmen, such as
Stuart Broad and James
Anderson, expressing
their annoyance.

The Indian women's
team beat England at
Lord's to sweep the three-
match series and give a fit-
ting farewell to the leg-
endary Jhulan Goswami
on Saturday. However,
bowler Deepti running out
Charlie Dean to claim
England's last wicket, after
the batter had backd up,
caused a controversy.
Dean was backing up
when Sharma stopped in
the middle of her bowling
action to run out the batter
for 47 runs with the target
just 17 runs away. The dis-
missal is perfectly legal ac-
cording to laws of the
game. "I find the debate of
the Mankad really inter-
esting. So many views
from either side. I person-
ally wouldn't like to win a
match like that, also, very
happy for others to feel dif-
ferently," Broad tweeted.

Run out perfectly
legal, but still

leaves opinions
divided

20 B’deshis arrested 
in Goa for illegal stay

Panaji, Sep 25 (PTI): 

Twenty Bangladeshi nation-
als have been arrested in Goa
for allegedly staying illegally
without any valid documents,
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
said on Sunday. Speaking to re-
porters here, Sawant said the
arrests were made in different
parts of the coastal state over
the last one week.

The arrested immigrants,
who were found without any
valid identity cards, will be de-
ported to their home country,
he said. "The police have arrest-
ed 20 Bangladeshis staying ille-
gally in the state and search is
on for more such persons,"

Sawant said, adding that the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs
has been informed to initiate
the deportation process.

The chief minister also ap-
pealed to people not to rent out
their premises without cross-
checking the antecedents or fill-
ing the tenant verification
forms. Meanwhile, Sawant
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for acknowledg-
ing the efforts taken during the
Swacch Sagar, Surakshit Sagar
campaign in Goa, and said the
Centre and the state govern-
ment have been working on
keeping the beaches clean.
Human chains were formed on
different beaches in the coastal
state as part of the cleanliness
campaign launched on
September 17.

‘World seeing India as 
inspirational place in space sector’
Chennai, Sep 25 (PTI): 

The world is looking at
India as an inspirational
place with what the coun-
try has achieved in the
space sector in the last 60
years, chairman of Indian
Space Research
Organisation S Somanath
said on Sunday. Somanath
said he was witnessing a
great transformation in
the sector by bringing in
startups, incubating them
in space technology and
bringing great applica-
tions to develop rockets
and satellites.

"The whole world is
looking at India as an in-
spirational place and it is
wonderful to see what is

happening in India, espe-
cially in the space sector,
with the startup eco sys-
tem," he said at the 18th
convocation of the SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology at
Kattankulathur near
here. Somanath, who also
received the honorary de-
gree of Doctorate of

Science (honoris causa) in
recognition of his contri-
bution to the field of sci-
ence, said, "We always be-
lieved (others) but others
never believed we can do
such things -- building
rockets and satellites in
this country ourselves --
besides having a large per-
centage of our own contri-
bution (of satellites) to
build them over the years
and to have self-sufficien-
cy in having our own
satellites and rockets and
placing them in orbit."
"We have 50-plus satellites
of our own currently op-
erating and at least three
of the rockets are ready to
fly at anytime from our
own soil," he said.

Fatehabad (Haryana), Sep 25 (PTI): 

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Sunday
called for uniting all oppo-
sition parties, including
the Congress and the Left,
to take on the BJP and
said this "main front of
opposition" will ensure
that the saffron party
loses badly in the 2024 gen-
eral elections.

If all non-BJP parties
unite, then they can get
rid of those who are work-
ing to destroy the country,
Kumar said at a mega
rally organised by the
Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) here to mark for-
mer deputy prime minis-
ter Devi Lal's birth an-
niversary.

He accused the BJP of
trying to create "Hindu-
Muslim disturbances" in
society to benefit political-
ly. There is no real Hindu-

Muslim conflict in society,
he said, adding that some
mischief-makers are there
everywhere.

A large number of
Muslims chose to remain
in India after the Partition
in 1947, he added. Kumar
suggested that an opposi-
tion front cannot be envis-
aged without the Congress

and the Left parties, and
urged leaders on the dais,
including some with a
strong anti-Congress his-
tory, to work for a larger
unity.

INLD leader Om
Prakash Chautala,
Shiromani Akali Dal's
Sukhbir Singh Badal, both
with a long history of

fighting the Congress,
were on the stage with
other senior leaders such
as NCP's Sharad Pawar,
CPI(M)'s Sitaram Yechury
and Arvind Sawant of the
Shiv Sena.

Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister and RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav was also
on the stage in what was
seen as a step towards
unity among non-BJP par-
ties. However, no one from
the Congress attended 
the rally.

Kumar asserted that the
need of the hour is a main
front of all opposition par-
ties and not any third
front, a reference to non-
BJP and non-Congress
parties. "Then such a front
will win handsomely," he
said. While leaving the
rally venue, Kumar told re-
porters he was not a con-
tender for the prime min-
ister's post.
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‘Need of hour is one front of all Oppn parties’

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar addresses a rally, in Fatehabad, Sunday.

Fatehabad (Haryana), Sep 25 (PTI): 

As several opposition
leaders came together on
one stage here, NCP supre-
mo Sharad Pawar on
Sunday said the time has
come for everyone to work
towards ensuring a
change of the government
at the Centre in 2024.
Referring to the stir
against the agri laws, he
said farmers committing
suicide is not a solution
and that the real solution
would be to bring about
the change in government.

Farmers staged protests
on the borders of the na-
tional capital, but the cen-
tral government did not
heed to their demands for a

very long time, Pawar said
here at a mega rally organ-
ised by the Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD). The rally
was also attended by Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and Shiromani

Akali Dal's Sukhbir Singh
Badal among others.
Pawar said farmers and
youths committing suicide
is not a solution, but the
real solution is to bring
about a change and every-

one must strive for a
change of the government
at the Centre in 2024. He
said the central govern-
ment had promised to
withdraw cases filed
against farmer leaders, but
it has not fulfilled it as yet.

At the same rally, Nitish
Kumar also called for unit-
ing all non-BJP parties, in-
cluding the Congress and
the Left, to take on the BJP
and said this "main front
of opposition" will ensure
that the saffron party loses
badly in the 2024 general
elections. Kumar also said
he was not a prime minis-
terial candidate. "There is
no question of a Third
Front. There should be
one front including
Congress, then we can de-
feat BJP in 2024," he added.

‘Time has come to work towards
ensuring change of govt’

NCP chief Sharad Pawar, SAD President Sukhbir Singh
Badal and CPI (M) General Secretary Sitaram Yechury dur-
ing a rally organised by Indian National Lok Dal (INLD) on
the occasion of 109th birth anniversary of former deputy
PM Devi Lal, in Fatehabad, Sunday.

In 2024

16 civic bodies in
Telangana bag

Swachh Survekshan
2022 awards

Hyderabad, Sep 25 (PTI):
Sixteen urban local bodies
from Telangana clinched
awards in the Centre's
Swachh Survekshan 2022,
an official release from the
state government has said.
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao said
the achievement is a reflec-
tion of the efforts put by the
Telangana government for
urban development, the re-
lease issued on Saturday
night said. The latest rank-
ings were announced by the
Union Ministry of Housing
and Urban Development.
Rao reminded that
Telangana has also won 13
awards in various cate-
gories under the Swachh
Bharat Mission Gramin.
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Raipur, Sep 25: Addressing
a press conference the
Congress leaders claimed
through a projector high-
lighting the promises made
by the party during the re-
lease of party’s manifesto in
2018, claiming that the
promise of waiving of loan
to the farmers was the one
taken with ‘gangajal’ and
added that this clearly
proves the mastery on part
BJP in telling lies. The
party leaders claimed that
Congress had never prom-
ised to ban liquor in the
state taking ‘gangajal’ in
their hand. On this issue all
the Congress leaders have
given ultimatum of 3 days
to ex-CM Dr Raman Singh
to beg an apology to accept
that it was pure lie, other-
wise he will be issued no-
tice.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Rajiv Bhavan
President PCC Media cell
Sushil Anand Shukla
charged that the BJP lead-
ers all over the state are try-
ing to spread false news in
the name of ‘gangajal’ and
by taking out ‘Gangajal
Samman Yatra’, they are
trying to spread rumour
about all the promises made
by Congress in last VS elec-

tions. One of the senior-
most leaders of BJP leaving
behind all respect and
shame has charged
Congress of having made
the promise of ban on
liquor in the state, taking
‘gangajal’ in their hand.

The reality he said is that
in the same Rajiv Bhavan
way back in 2018, the party
leaders have addressed a
press conference in front of
media persons taking
‘Gangajal’ as testimony for
the promises to be fulfilled
and in this it was only the
waiver of loan that of farm-
ers which was taken and no
other promise.

Addressing a press con-
ference the then senior
Congress leader RP Singh,
the then national
spokesman Jaivir Shergil,
national spokesperson
Radhika Khera, the then
media Chairman Shailesh
Nitin Trivedi, existing
Chairman Sushil Anand
Shukla were present in that
conference. Now RPN Singh
is not in Congress and so is
Jaivir Shergil. Shukla in-
formed that it was BJP’s IT
cell which made a fake let-
ter viral and the then gen.
secy. Girish Dewangan fake
letter pad was there and it
was bearing signature of

ex-Chairman Media Cell
Shailesh Nitin Trivedi. In
the above fake letter it was
mentioned that the very
declaration of waiver of
loan to farmers in the mani-
festo is wrong and do not
give emphasis on the same.
It is in order to expose this
fake promise of BJP that
this press conference was
organised and in this only
there was talk about waiver
of loan to farmers.
Congress charged that it is
former CM Raman Singh,
former Leader of Oppn.
Dharmlal Kaushik, State
BJP President Arun Sao
and Leader of Oppn in VS
Narayan Chandel are the
one who are spreading the
false news.

PCC Treasurer Ramgopal
Agrawal said that it is BJP
with a lie saying that
Congress made all promises
taking ‘Gangajal’ in their
hand and contrary to this
he challenged the BJP lead-
ers to take ‘Gangajal’ in
their hand and promise that
it was Congress who as-
sured to fulfill all promises
taking ‘Ganjajal’ and added
that if BJP leaders are
ready, he is ready to provide
‘gangajal’ to them.

State PCC spokesman RP
Singh charged BJP of prac-

ticing politics of ‘lie’ and its
national leaders too speak
lies. Smriti Irani spoke the
lie that Rahul Gandhi did
not go to Swami
Vivekanand memorial prior
to start of his ‘Bharat Jodo-
Yatra’. But the reality is that
Rahul Gandhi prior to pay-
ing tributes to his father in
the crematorium, first went
to offer due respect to
Swami Vivekanand.
Similarly wrong and dubi-
ous claims were made
about the girl walking
along with Rahul Gandhi
and it surpassed all limits
of lie when the BJP TN
IT’s cell  head passed a
wrong quote and prior to
this Sambit Patra issued
incorrect post in the
Twitter. The former CM
Raman Singh shared the
same fake document to
which the Tweet has de-
clared as manipulated doc-
ument. So BJP is right
from its inception taking
help of lies and practicing
the same today as well.
Their only one line state-
ment is that keep on
spreading the false news to
such a level that people
start treating it as correct
and same thing happened
in case of ‘Gangajal’ issue,
he added.

Cong warns to issues notice to ex-CM
if he does not beg an apology 

In case of Cong
promise to ban
liquor in state tak-
ing ‘Gangajal’ dur-
ing release of its
manifesto

Raipur, Sep 25 People
performed Shradh ritu-
als and ‘tarpan’ to pay
obeisance to their an-
cestors at Mahadev
Ghat of Kharun river
Sarva Pitru Amavasya
which marks the end of
Pitru Paksha on
Sunday.

the process of per-
forming ‘tarpan’ contin-
ued from house to
house on Sunday. After
performing all these rit-
uals they offered food
and ‘dakshina’ to the
Brahmins besides seek-

ing blessings of their
anscestors for happi-
ness and prosperity of
their families.

Arrangements were
made at Mahadev Ghat
for offerings, tarpan

under the leadership of
Shaswat Hindu
Pratishthan convenor
Rajiv Lochan
Srivastava, Anoop
Masand and Vikas
Agarwal.

Prayers were done for
the peace of the souls of
all the known and un-
known dead with per-
formance of ‘Havan’,
ritual of ‘Pind Daan’
and offering of water.

‘Tarpan’ and shradh rituals performed 
To pay obeisance to
ancestors at
Mahadevghat

Pitru Amavasya

Raipur, Sep 25: The CBI
team arrested two persons
from the capital Raipur in
connection with Child
Pornography (Child
Sexual Abuse Material)
case.

According to the infor-
mation received, the com-
plete information about
the arrest of the arrested
persons has not been re-
vealed, but SSP Raipur has
confirmed that the CBI
team arrested two youths
from Kota of Saraswati

Nagar police station area
of ??Raipur. It has been
learnt that two persons
have been arrested from
from Kota area of
??Saraswati Nagar, Raipur
in the crime registered in
Delhi under sections of
child pornography.

The CBI cracked down
on those involved in down-
loading and sharing con-
tents of child pornogra-
phy. Based on the informa-
tion received from New
Zealand through Interpol,
the CBI conducted raids at
59 places in 21 states and
union territories by
launching operation
“Megh Chakra”. During
this forensic examination
of mobiles and laptops of
50 people was done, in

which evidence of spread-
ing child pornography has
been found in many.

According to a senior of-
ficial, the Crime Against
Children (CAC), a special
unit of Interpol based in
Singapore, had informed
the CBI about the down-
loading and sharing of
child pornography by
many people in India.
Interpol got this informa-
tion from the New Zealand
Police. It was also told that
people associated with this
crime use cloud-based
storage to evade the inves-
tigating agencies.

The places where CBI
raided under Operation
“Megh Chakra” include
Delhi, Fatehabad and
Faridabad in Haryana,

Dehradun in Uttarakhand,
Ranchi and Dhanbad in
Jharkhand, Hathras and
Maharajganj in Uttar
Pradesh, Siwan and
Bhagalpur in Bihar,
Gurdaspur and
Hoshiarpur in Punjab and
Mandi in Himachal
Pradesh.

Mobiles and laptops of
50 suspects besides
other devices have been
recovered during the
raid. The senior official
said that with the help
of cyber forensic tools,
immediate preliminary
forensic examination of
these devices was done.
Many of them indicate
the presence of a large
number of child sexual
abuse material.

Two arrested from Raipur 
 Under ‘Operation

Meghchakra’

 In connection with

child pornography 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 25: Chief
Minister Mr.Bhupesh
Baghel wrote a letter to
Union Railway Minister
Mr.Ashwini Vaishnaw
requesting to approve
the implementation of
option-1 after partial
modification in the
Katghora-Dongargarh
rail project.

He said that this proj-
ect will not be just in the
interest of Chhattisgarh
but also for the country.

Referring to the letter
dated 28 June 2021 of the
Ministry of Railways,
the Chief Minister stat-
ed that the State
Government gave their
consent with modified

alignment for the imple-
mentation of Option-1
mentioned in the
test/survey report on
March 23, 2022.

However, the State
Government has not re-
ceived any message/cor-
respondence regarding
the action being taken
by the Government of
India in this regard.

He said that “I would
also like to bring your
attention to the fact that
the alignment of the
survey conducted by
South-East Central
Railway in the year 2015
has also been with
Option-1.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that, since the
above project is to be im-
plemented under Public
Private Partnership
(PPP), the feasibility of
the project is required to
be based on Public-
Private integrity.

As per the feasibility
report, even after the
above modification in
the alignment, the proj-
ect is feasible.”

Baghel asks Centre to approve
implementation of option-1 

After partial modi-
fication in the
Katghora-
Dongargarh Rail
Project

Writes to Union
Railway Minister

Raipur, Sep 25: A delega-
tion of Sarv Adivasi
Samaj office bearers led
by Parliamentary
Secretary Shishupal Sori
met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his
residence office today.
While discussing the
issue of reservation with
the office bearers of
Sarva Adivasi Samaj the

Chief Minister assured
that tribals would get
their due rights. The state
government will always
make efforts to protect
the rights of tribals, he
said. Sarva Adivasi Samaj
state president Bharat
Singh and other office
bearers and members
were present during
meeting.

Sarva Adivasi Samaj
delegation meets CM

Ch’garh sees 90 COVID-19 cases, one death, 96 recoveries
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2255::  Chhattisgarh on Saturday reported 90 COVID-19
cases at a positivity rate of 1.65 per cent, taking the tally to
11,75,957, while the death toll increased by one to reach 14,130,
an official said. The recovery count rose by 96 and touched
11,61,286, leaving the state with 541 active cases, he said. “Raipur
led with 33 cases, followed by 13 in Durg, among other districts.
No coronavirus case was reported in 12 districts. With 5,454 sam-
ples examined during the day, the tally of tests carried out so far
went up to 1,86,07,875,” he said.

All efforts being made to promote sports in Ch’garh: CM

Raipur, Sep 25:
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board is going to organise
a national seminar here
on September 27 on the oc-
casion of World Tourism
Day.Noted speakers from
different regions of India
will take part in the semi-
nar to discuss Rethinking
Tourism Theme.
Stakeholders related to
Chhattisgarh tourism and
tourism of neighboring
states will also participate
at the seminar.

Apart from cultural
programmes,a coffee
table book based on
Chhattisgarh tourism will
be released. State song
based on tourist places
will be dedicated to public
and winners of photogra-

phy contest will be re-
warded. The participants
of the car rally organized
before the World Tourism
Day will also be awarded
with certificates.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be
the Chief Guest of the
National Seminar and
Tourism Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu will
preside over the pro-
gramme.

Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board chairman Atal
Shrivastava, Vice chair-
person Chitrarekha Sahu,
Member Board of
Directors, Nikhil
Dwivedi, Naresh Thakur
and other dignitaries will
be present as special
guest.

CTB to hold national
seminar on 27th

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2255::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has empha-
sized thrifty utilization of DMF
fund keeping in mind the high
and general priorities. Amount
of DMF should not be used in
the fair etc. to be organized in
the district, Baghel said while
chairing a meeting of the State
Level Monitoring Committee of
the Mineral Trust at his resi-
dence office here today. A state
level cell was constituted for
social audit of income and
expenditure of DMF.

According to Baghel the
amount of DMF fund should be
used in specified proportion in
the districts that are directly or
indirectly affected by mining.
He also called for allocation of
DMF amount to newly formed
five districts so as to ensure
timely completion of develop-
ment works in those districts.

The Chief Minister said that
the departmental budget
should be used for the purchase
of health and education related
equipment and  DMF fund
should not be used for this. He
said that the purchase of equip-
ment from this fund would be
allowed for Swami Atmanand
Excellence Schools. Similarly,

the purchase of vehicles for
official use from the Mineral
Trust Fund will be restricted,
but ambulances and dead body
transport vehicles can be pur-
chased for essential services
like health, he said. The Chief
Minister told officials to take
necessary action for lifting the
stay order imposed by the court
in the diamond mine of
Gariaband district so as to carry
out process to run the diamond
mine. 

Secretary to the Chief
Minister, Siddharth Komal
Singh Pardeshi informed that
since the formation of District
Mineral Trust, an amount of Rs
10 thousand crore was
approved for 70 thousand
works. He also said that 43
thousand works were complet-
ed so far. The meeting was
attended by Health Minister TS
Singhdeo, Agriculture and
Water Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Forest and
Transport Minister Mohammad
Akbar, Additional Chief
Secretary to Chief Minister
Subrat Sahoo, Secretary
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi and other officials.

State level cell constituted
for social audit of DMF
income-expenditure 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 25:
Addressing at the conclu-
sion of the six-day CM
Trophy India
International Challenge
Badminton Tournament
concluded here on
Sunday, CM Bhupesh

Baghel said that
Badminton is one such
game which requires
good stamina, alertness
and concentration and if
one gets weak in any one
of the three, then he or
she loses points. In this
tournament, apart from
the Indian players, the in-

ternational players from
other countries also took
part and CM hailed their
presence saying it is an
honour for Chhattisgarh.
The local and state level
players also get to learn a
lot and got good experi-
ence from the national
and international level

players, he added.
CM Baghel said that he

greets the players who
won in this tournament
and to those who lost it
with few points he said
that by losing a match it
is not end of the sports or
his talent, rather it im-
provises their skills and

which in turn would defi-
nitely provide success to
them in the near future.
The badminton players
from Chhattisgarh also
gave wonderful perform-
ance at national and in-
ternational level, he
added.

Baghel said that
Chhattisgarh is a newly
formed state and here

many a national and in-
ternational level tourna-
ments are being organ-
ised in grand manner.
Here work is on war-foot-
ing to develop more
sports infrastructure, so
that the players from
Chhattisgarh can get bet-
ter training. Baghel
claimed that a good at-
mosphere of sports has

been created in
Chhattisgarh and here
along with Badminton
t o u r n a m e n t ,
International Chess GM
tournament is also going
on and in the coming
days, Road Safety World
Series Tournament of

cricket is also going to be
held.

Apart from national
sports, the state is also
promoting rural sports
and under this
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
too will be organised
shortly.

CM Trophy India
International
Challenge
Badminton
Tournament 
concludes

Good infrastructure in
Ch’garh: Gopichand

The former national Badminton player and coach P
Gopichand said that he had come to Chhattisgarh
four-five times and he likes the greenery here very
much. In last few years, there has been lot of good
works related to sports and with good infrastructure,
there are chances of holding large-scale sports tour-
nament in the near future as well. About the CM
Trophy India International Challenge Badminton
Tournament he said that through such tourney the
players can chance to earn international points and
he expressed gratitude towards CM for organization
of this tournament as well.

Tasnim Mir and Priyanshu
Rajawat emerge champions

Wins the finals of women’s and men’s single 

Raipur: In the women’s single final of Chief
Minister Trophy India International Challenge
Badminton tournament -2022, Tasnim Mir (India)
won the title defeating Samia Imad Farouqi (India) by
14-21, 21-17 and 21-11. In the finals of men’s single,
Priyanshu Rajawat (India) defeated Shubhankar Dey
(India) in two straight sets of 21-13, 21-11.

Similarly in the women’s doubles of the tourna-
ment, Chisato Hosi and Miyu Takahashi (Japan) to-
gether defeated Apkesha Nayak and Venkatesh
Ramya (India) by 12-21; 21-12 and 21-7. In the men’s
double, Ishan Bhatnagar & Sai Prateek K (India) de-
feated KP Garga and Vishnuvardhan Gaud Panjala
(India) by 17-21; 21-15; 23-21 and won the title.



Extend
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Kerala
government has extend-
ed the tenure of former
diplomat Venu Rajamony
as its Officer on Special
Duty (OSD) by one year,
according to an official
order. Rajamony, former
India's Ambassador to
the Netherlands, had
assumed the charge as
the OSD to the Kerala
government for external
cooperation in
September last year. His
one-year term ended on
September 16, 2022.

Strike
KKoollkkaattaa:: A strike by con-
tract workers of South
Bengal State Transport
Corporation (SBSTC)
severely affected bus
services in the southern
and western districts of
West Bengal on Sunday.
The contract workers,
mainly drivers and their
assistants, have not
been taking out buses
from various depots in
south Bengal since
September 22, demand-
ing equal pay for equal
work with regular staff
and for making their
jobs permanent. 

Mishap
LLaalliittppuurr:: Four persons
lost their lives, while
eight others were injured
when a tractor collided
head-on with a truck in
the Talbehat police sta-
tion area here on Sunday
morning, police said.
Additional
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Anil Kumar said at
around 9 am on Sunday,
there was a head-on colli-
sion between a truck and
a tractor in Bamorisar vil-
lage in which tractor pas-
sengers Pannalal (42),
Kiran (36), Aarti (36) and
Nirpat (50) died on the
spot, while eight persons
were injured.

Result today
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The results of
the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) for
admission to postgradu-
ate programmes will be
announced on Monday,
according to UGC
Chairman Jagadesh
Kumar. "National Testing
Agency (NTA) will
declare CUET-PG results
on 26 September
(Monday) by 4 pm,
required for Post-gradu-
ate admissions in the
participating universities.
Best wishes to all the
students," he tweeted.

Watery grave
KKhhaannddwwaa:: A 17-year-old
boy from Haryana
drowned while bathing
in Narmada river at
Omkareshwar temple in
Madhya Pradesh's
Khandwa district on
Sunday, police said.
Shaurya Kumar, a Class
12 student, was part of
a group of 43 students
and four teachers from
Kurukshetra Awasiya
Vidyalaya who had
come for a trip,
Mandhata police station
in-charge Balram Singh
Rathore said.

Chennai, Sep 25 (PTI): 

India is at the cusp of a
scientific revolution in
many sectors, including
quantum technologies,
digital technologies, and
health care, Principal
Scientific Advisor to
Government of India,
Ajay Kumar Sood said on
Sunday.

Speaking at an event
near here, he said the
country's response to the
COVID-19 pandemic has
taught people that by
working collectively
India can make an "expo-
nential progress."

"The office of
Principal Scientific
Adviser has commenced
discussions on the
launch of one health
mission cutting across
departments and min-
istries of the govern-
ment which will inte-
grate disease surveil-
lance and control, cut-

ting across humans, live-
stock and wildlife," Sood
said after presenting the

degrees to students of
SRM Institute of Science
and Technology during
the 18th Convocation
held at its campus near
here.

The world today is
looking at India with ad-
miration and expectation
that it would contribute
to solving global issues,
such as clean energy,
water remediation, clean
environment and sus-
tainable growth.
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A clay model of Goddess Durga
installed at a community Durga
Puja pandal for worship, ahead
of Durga Puja celebrations, in

Kolkata, Sunday.

Jaipur, Sep 25:

Sachin Pilot, seen as
Congress High
Command's choice for the
next Chief Minister of
Rajasthan, may not have a
smooth sailing. What was
expected to be a transition
of power under the eyes of
the party's Central leaders,
may have turned into an
impasse with Team Ashok
Gehlot digging in its heels
after a meeting today.
Sources said 56 MLAs of
Team Gehlot have unani-
mously decided that the
Chief Minister should be
one of the 102 MLAs who
supported the government
during the rebellion by Mr
Pilot and his 18 loyalists in
2020. The Gehlot loyalists,
including 16 ministers,
met on Sunday evening at
the home of Shanti

Dhariwal ahead of the
crucial Legislature Party

meet where the next Chief
Minister is expected to be

named. Gehlot is away in
Jaisalmer but will be back
for the crucial Congress
meet later in the evening.
The meet will be held
under the eyes of central
leader KC Venugopal and
state in-charge Ajay
Maken. But the party's in-
terim chief, Sonia Gandhi,
will name the next Chief
Minister, sources have
said.

Gehlot, the frontrunner
for the post of the party
president, had been ex-
tremely reluctant to leave
the top job in Rajasthan in
order to keep  Pilot out.
But after Rahul Gandhi's
vocal support of the
party's "one man one post"
resolution, his hands are
tied. Sources, however,
have indicated earlier that
if not him, Gehlot would
prefer a loyalist to head

the government.
Independent MLA

Sanyam Lodha, who also
attended the meet said, "If
the decision is not taken
according to the wishes of
the MLAs, how will the
government run? The gov-
ernment will fall".

Gehlot told reporters in
Jaisalmer that they have
faith in the party high
command's decision. "All
Congressmen unanimous-
ly keep faith on the
Congress president, and
today also, you will get a
glimpse of it," he was quot-
ed as saying by news
agency Press Trust of
India.

The way numbers stack
up in Rajasthan, the 13
Independent MLAs hold
the key. Of the 13
Independents, 12 are with
Mr Gehlot.

Raipur, Sep 25: 

Union Minister
Bhagwanth Khuba on
Sunday accused
the Congress gov-
ernment in
Chhattisgarh of
politicising the
issue of availabili-
ty of chemical fer-
tilisers, which are
supplied by the
Centre to states for
farmers.

Talking to re-
porters here, the minister
of state for chemicals and
fertilisers claimed that
farmers in the country
never faced scarcity of fer-
tilisers since the Narendra
Modi government came to
power in 2014.

Khuba cited the data of
fertiliser stocks available
with the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, which are meant
to be distributed during the
ongoing Kharif crops sea-
son. Asked about the state

government's claim that the
Centre does not supply suf-
ficient chemical fertilisers
to the state, the minister

said, "The
Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment should
not politicise the
issue of fertilisers.
There are multiple
other issues that
can be politicised."

Farmers in the
country have not
fallen short of even
one sack of fertilis-

er in the last eight years
since the Modi government
came to power, he said.

"The price of fertilisers
had gone up five times in
the last two years in the in-
ternational market. Despite
this, the Modi government
did not hike prices of fer-
tilisers and ensured suffi-
cient supply. Even the total
fertilisers subsidy of Rs 1.29
lakh crore has reached to
2.50 lakh crore," Khuba
said.

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
announced that the
Chandigarh airport will
now be named after
Shaheed Bhagat Singh as
a tribute to the great free-
dom fighter.

In his Mann Ki Baat
radio broadcast, Modi also
said that climate change is
a major threat to marine
ecosystems and that the
litter on beaches is dis-
turbing.

"It becomes our respon-
sibility to make serious
and continuous efforts to
tackle these challenges,"
he said.

In the broadcast, Modi
paid tributes to BJP ideo-

logue Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya, saying he was
a profound thinker and a
great son of the country.

Modi also said that 130
crore Indians were filled
with pride over the return
of cheetahs. He said a task
force will monitor them
and on the basis of that it
will be decided when peo-
ple can see them.

Amravati, Sep 25 (PTI): 

Twelve infants kept on
ventilator support in the
neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU) at a government-
run hospital here were res-
cued unhurt after a fire
broke there out on Sunday,
officials said.

The incident occurred
around 11 am at the District
Women Hospital in
Amravati city in eastern
Maharashtra, they said.

"The hospital staff no-
ticed smoke coming out
from the neonatal ICU.
They immediately in-
formed the fire brigade and
rescued 12 newborn babies,
who were kept there on ven-
tilator support, in time and

avoided a major tragedy," a
district official said.

The fire tenders reached
in time and doused the
blaze, which broke out ap-
parently due to a short cir-
cuit in one of the ventila-
tors, he said.

"No infant was injured in
the incident," the official
said, adding that the res-
cued babies were shifted to
a superspeciality hospital
and other facilities immedi-
ately. According to the offi-
cial, Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, who
was newly appointed as the
guardian minister of the
district, directed the au-
thorities to submit a report
over the incident within 24
hours.

Chandigarh, Sep 25 (PTI):

The "last batch" of 55
Afghan Sikhs and Hindus
landed in Delhi on Sunday
evening, AAP MP
Vikramjit Singh Sahney
said.

The Rajya Sabha MP
said the Ministry of
External Affairs had earli-
er granted e-visas to this
batch of Afghan minorities
and their repatriation was
facilitated by both Indian
and Afghanistan govern-
ments.

A special aircraft had
been arranged by the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee,
Amritsar, to bring 38 adults
and 17 children, including

three infants, Sahney had
earlier said in a statement.
"With the grace of god, the
last batch of 55 Sikhs and
Hindu refugees from
#Afghanistan landed in
New Delhi safely Thanks
to @MEAIndia for issuing
E visas & facilitating evac-
uation. We will rehabilitate
them under our pro-
g r a m m e
#MyFamilyMyResponsibil
ty. Also Thanks to
@SGPCAmritsar," Sahney
said in a tweet. Earlier, in
his statement, Sahney had
said, "We are in continuous
touch with the Ministry of
External Affairs for the
evacuation of this last
batch which is stranded
there."

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI): 

The government aims to
deliver 10 lakh Ayushman
Bharat cards every day
under its flagship health in-
surance scheme AB PM-
JAY, Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said
on Sunday while highlight-
ing that 3.95 crore admis-
sions in hospitals amount-
ing to Rs 45,294 crore have
been done so far under it.

Over 19 crore people have
been provided Ayushman
Bharat cards so far under
the scheme spanning its
coverage in 33 states and
Union Territories, he said.

The minister said this
after inaugurating the
"Arogya Manthan 2022" to

celebrate four years of the
implementation of the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB PM-JAY) and one year
of the implementation of
the Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission (ABDM).

More than 24 crore
ABHA (Ayushman Bharat

Health Account) numbers
have been generated under
the ABDM, Mandaviya
said.

"This reflects an impor-
tant milestone in the digiti-
sation of health records in
the country," he said.

"Earlier 1-1.5 lakh
Ayushman cards were
made daily, now the num-
ber is 4-5 lakh. The target is
to make 10 lakh cards every
day," Mandaviya said.

He said under the
Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission,
about Rs 100 crore will be
spent in every district to
strengthen the health infra-
structure in the country.

He said the government's
focus is to make health

services reach a person at
the end of the delivery
chain, enabled by technolo-
gy. Mandaviya said the PM-
JAY has been successful in
bridging the gap between
the rich and the poor in
terms of accessibility of
healthcare services in the
country.

"Stressed on making
healthcare more affordable
and accessible while ad-
dressing the august gather-
ing. Also, called for taking
AB PM Jan Arogya Yojana
& Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission schemes to
greater heights by working
together in cooperation
with States & private play-
ers," the minister said in a
tweet.

New D9elhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

Senior bureaucrat
Rajendra Kumar has been
appointed the director
general of the Employees'
State Insurance
Corporation, as part of a
senior-level bureaucratic
reshuffle effected by the
Centre on Sunday.

Kumar, a 1992-batch
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer of
Tamil Nadu cadre, is cur-
rently an additional secre-
tary in the Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology.

He has been appointed
the DG of ESIC, an order
issued by the Personnel
Ministry said.

As per the order, T
Natarajan, a 1996-batch
IAS officer of Gujarat
cadre, will be an addition-
al secretary in the

Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of
Finance.

V Hekali Zhimomi has
been appointed as addi-
tional secretary in the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare. She is at
present working as a joint
secretary in the same de-
partment.

Ashish Srivastava,
Additional Secretary and
Financial Adviser in the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, has been
named as adviser in the
Inter State Council

Secretariat, Ministry of
Home Affairs.

Jaideep Kumar Mishra,
who is currently an addi-
tional secretary in the
Ministry of Electronics
and Information
Technology, will now be
additional secretary and
financial adviser to the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, replacing
Srivastava. Nitishwar
Kumar has been appointed
as additional secretary
and financial adviser in
the Ministry of Women
and Child Development,
by temporarily upgrading
a vacant post of joint sec-
retary and financial advis-
er in the ministry, the
order said.

Kumar, a 1996-batch IAS
officer of Uttar Pradesh
cadre, is currently on
inter-cadre deputation in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Impasse for Pilot as team
Gehlot stakes claim for CM

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot on Sunday said he has held
constitutional posts for 40 years and
the new generation should get a
chance now, virtually admitting an
imminent change of guard in the
state. Gehlot, who has announced contesting for the post of
Congress president, made the remarks during to a visit to Jaisalmer
to offer prayer at the Tanot Mata Temple, in an indication that the
Congress may choose Sachin Pilot as his successor in the state. "I
have said it earlier as well. No post is important to me. I am doing
politics for last 50 years. I have remained on some constitutional
post or other for 40 years. What more I can get and want. So, it is
in my mind that the new generation should get a chance and we all
will together give a leadership in the country," Gehlot told
reporters in Jaisalmer. Gehlot said the media reported that he did
not want to leave the post of chief minister even though not the
case. "I have said this to (the party) high command in August itself
that the next election should be fought under a leadership so that
the possibility of winning increases. Whether it is me or someone
other than me, select him and form the government," he said.

‘New generation should get chance now’

UNION MINISTER TO STATE GOVT

‘Don’t politicise issue of availability
of chemical fertilisers’

Bhagwanth Khuba

CLOSE SHAVE

12 infants rescued after
fire in hospital ICU 

‘Chandigarh airport to be
named after Bhagat Singh’

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
welcomed the announce-
ment made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
rename Chandigarh airport
after Shaheed Bhagat
Singh, saying a long pend-
ing demand of Punjabis has
been fulfilled. "Finally our
efforts paid off. On behalf of
entire Punjab, we welcome
the decision of naming the
Chandigarh airport after
Shaheed Bhagat Singh ji,"
Mann said in a tweet in
Punjabi. Thanking the prime
minister, he said, "a long
pending demand of Punjabis
has got fulfilled".

Mann welcomes PM’s
announcement 

HUMANITARIAN GESTURE

‘55 Afghan Sikhs,
Hindus reach Delhi’

FINISING TOUCHES

An artisan gives finishing touches to an idol of Goddess Durga ahead of the upcoming
Durga Puja festival, in Gurugram, Sunday. 

‘Govt to deliver 10 lakh Ayushman Bharat cards every day’

Mansukh Mandaviya

‘India on cusp of scientific revolution’

Ajay Kumar Sood

Bureaucratic Reshuffle

Rajendra Kumar made ESIC chief
‘Don’t believe

in revenge’
Kolkata, Sep 25 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
said she does not believe in pol-
itics of revenge otherwise she
had enough grounds to send
some CPI(M) leaders to jail
after coming to power in the
state. Unveiling the festival edi-
tion of TMC mouthpiece 'Jago
Bangla', Banerjee also took on
social media trolling and
alleged that outsiders have
been hired to spread misinfor-
mation about the state. "At
times I feel ashamed and
embarrassed when I visit Delhi
and discover how some people
are spreading falsehood to
malign Bengal, how they bad-
mouth the state," she said. The
chief minister said that these
people cannot see the recogni-
tions received by her govern-
ment, and the achievements it
made. "One particular comment
is picked up and twisted and
circulated in social media and
you are trolled," she said.

Zonal sports competition concludes

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Sep 25: The
South Zone level sports
competition organized at
Shaheed Gundadhur
Agricultural College under
Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University concluded here
on Saturday. MP Bastar
Deepak Baij and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain honoured
the outstanding performing
players. Hundreds of play-
ers from 11 colleges partici-
pated in the South Zone
Zonal Sports Competition
held at Shaheed Gundadhur
Agricultural College from

September 21-24. MP Bastar
Deepak Baij and MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain attended
the closing ceremony organ-
ized in the presence of all
the players and respected
staff of the college.
Addressing the students on
the occasion, MP Bastar
Deepak Baij said that 'today
I have also remembered my
college days after coming
among the players.
Although we go to different
places but when we go and
play as a team, the joy is dif-

ferent and it becomes a life-
time memory. He also gave
important suggestions to
the players, explaining the
importance of discipline
and teamwork. MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain said that
the successful Chief
Minister of our state
Bhupesh Baghel is making
every efforts to promote
sports activities.
Continuous work is being
done for the development of
sports infrastructure in
Chhattisgarh through the

Sports Development
Agency. An international
level stadium is being con-
structed. He also shared his
personal experiences with
the students and said that
never get discouraged by de-
feat and try, victory will al-
ways be in your feet. On this
occasion MP Deepak Baij,
MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Dean
Agriculture College
Jagdalpur Netam, Dean
Agriculture College
Narayanpur Nashine,
District President of Law
Department Awadhesh Jha,
Youth Deputy Sarpanch
Rameshwar Bisai, MP so-
cial media representative
Anurag Mahato, including
Sports managers and coach-
es from various colleges, in-
cluding the officers and em-
ployees of the Agricultural
College, were present.

BJYM distributes saplings to bring awareness about environment
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha
District Durg distributed
saplings  under the service
fortnight being observed
by the Morcha to celebrate
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's birthday.

District President
Nitesh Sahu said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has always been
making the countrymen
aware about the protection
and promotion of the envi-
ronment.

Also, during the Corona
period, all of us have real-
ized the importance of the
environment. In keeping
with this, BJYM urged the
people to plant a sapling at

home by distributing
saplings to the general
public.

On this occasion, BJP
Mahila Morcha state joint
in charge Usha Tawari,
former Durg Mayor
Chandrika Chandrakar,
District Vice President
Kantilal Jain, District Vice
President Dinesh
Devangan, Sewa
Pakhwada District
Convenor Kantilal Bothra,
former MLA Doman Lal
Korshwada, Economic
Cell State Co-Convenor
Shiv Chandrakar, District
Convenor Anoop Gatagat,
Mandal President
Shekhar Chandrakar and
Deepak Chopra, Mandal
General Secretary Vijay
Tamrakar and Bunty

Chauhan, Sunil Agarwal,
Rajneesh Srivastava,
Krishna Nirmalkar, Amar
Bhoi, Ashish Khandelwal,
Satwinder Singh, Tana ji,
Kanhaiya Sahu, BJYM
District General Secretary
Tekhan Sinha and Gaurav
Sharma, District Vice
President Rahul Dewan,
District Secretary Amit
Patel, District Training
Head Narayan Dutt
Tiwari, District Media In-
charge Chandrakant
Sahu, District Swadhyaya
Mandal Convenor Nilesh
Aggarwal, Rahul Patil,
Rahul Kumawat and
Deepak Sinha, Gopu Patel,
Niranjay Dubey, Golu
Thakur, Suraj Kotwani
and Ved Nirmalkar were
present.

Rally taken out on eve of
Maharaja Agrasen Jayanti
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: A grand
procession was taken out
on the eve of Maharaja
Agrasen Jayanti on Sunday.
Followers participated in
the rally in a large number.
They raised slogans and
danced to the tunes of devo-
tional songs. The rally was
taken out by Agrasen
Jankalyan Samiti, Bhilai
Nagar. The rally moved
across several areas of
Bhilai Township and con-
cluded at Agrasen Bhavan
in Sector 6. About 70 cars,
band parties, etc were part
of this procession.

Agrasen Jankalyan
Samiti President Bansi
Agrawal, Youth Club
President Madhur
Agrawal, Media I/c Ashish
Agrawal, Dilip Agrawal,

Anil Agrawal, Jaikishan
Agrawal, Kailash Agrawal,
Girish Bansal, Dinesh
Lohia, Ashish Gupta,
Vishnudutt Singhal, Anup
Bansal, Ghanshyam Das
Agrawal, Goverdhan
Agrawal, Sharad Agrawal,
Dinesh Singhal, Vikas
Agrawal and others were
present. It needs to be
mentioned here that
Maharaja Agrasen jayanti

will be celebrated in a
grand manner at Agrasen
Bhavan in Sector 6 on
September 26. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is going to attend the
Maharaja Agrasen
Jayanti celebrations. He
will unveil a life-size mar-
ble statue of Maharaja
Agrasen and inaugurate a
newly constructed 
dome shed.

Maharaj Suyas Sagar ji accorded 
grand welcome at Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: On
Sunday, a grand rath
yatra of Maharaj Suyas
Sagar ji was taken out
amidst the ritual of beat-
ing drums. People wished
for the prosperity of the
country and society. The
Rath Yatra was taken out
with great pomp on be-
half of Bakliwal family
and Sakal Jain Samaj.

The Rath Yatra reached
Mahavir Digambar Jain
Temple Padmanabhapur
via Malviya Nagar after
covering the traditional
route through Deepak
Nagar. The people of Jain
community welcomed
Maharaj Suyas Sagar's Rath
Yatra by performing aarti of
Shreeji at many places.

The chariots and the

tune of drums remained
the center of attraction
for the citizens during the
Rath Yatra. Women, men
and children of Jain com-
munity were dancing

happily who has come
from the city and sur-
rounding areas.

A large number of peo-
ple including Sitaram ji,
Durg Mayor Dheeraj

Bakliwal, Neeraj
Bakliwal, Sanjay, Rakesh
Jain, Subhash Bakliwal,
from the community in-
cluding Ashish Jain,
Vinod Jain, Naveen Jain,

Lalchand Gohra, Vinod
Patni, Prince, Rahul Jain,
Anil Jain were present.

On September 26, flag
hoisting and the ritual of
"Mangal Vidhan Pravesh"
will be conducted. From
September 27 to October
01, a grand program will
be held every day. In the
morning from 7:00 hrs rit-
uals like Abhishek,
Poojan and Vidhan as
well as other rituals will
be performed.

At 19:30 hrs, there will
be aarti and discourse at
Shri 1008 Mahavir
Digambar Jain Temple
Padmanabhapur. The
Bakliwal family has re-
quested everyone to par-
ticipate in this blessing
program and take advan-
tage of this Chaturmas
period.

Incumbent CM usually party’s face in 
next assembly election: Singh Deo

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: "I am
waiting for justice", com-
mented Health Minister
TS Singh Deo in reply to a
question regarding the
purported power-sharing
agreement under which
he was to serve as Chief
Minister in the latter half
of the five-year-tenure. In
reply to another question,
he said that generally the
incumbent Chief
Minister becomes the
face of the party in the
next assembly election.

Speaking about the
33% reservation for
women in ticket distribu-
tion, he said that Sonia
Gandhi has always sup-
ported this issue and the
party also tries its best to
give more and more tick-
ets. But due to certain cir-

cumstances, the imple-
mentation part becomes
difficult. Maharaja Saheb
of Surguja Princely State
and Congress heavy-
weight, TS Singh Deo was
addressing media per-
sons here at Supela on
Sunday.

He spoke about the ob-
jectives of Bharat Jodo
Yatra and other related
details. He informed that
as the Yatra is not passing
through Chhattisgarh, a
team of 100 Congmen is
going to participate in the
Yatra in the days to come.

When questioned about
the unfulfilled promises
of Congress's Jan
Ghoshna Patra (VS poll
manifesto), Singh Deo
said that they had come
into power with a pledge
to fulfil all the 36 promis-
es made in the manifesto.

Immediately after
forming the government,
work was initiated as per

the vision of poll mani-
festo and some of the sig-
nificant promises includ-

ing agriculture loan waiv-
er, relief in power bills, in-
creasing the MSP of

paddy and other crops, etc
were fulfilled very soon.

Till now, more than 18
promises have been ful-
filled and working is un-
derway on remaining is-
sues. Due to some techni-
cal complications, the
government is facing dif-
ficulties in executing
other promises. He as-
sured that the problems
would be resolved soon.

Sharing his view on the
upcoming election of All
India Congress
Committee President, the
Cabinet Minister said
that till now the situa-
tions are indicating that
any member of Gandhi
family will not contest
the election. Rahul
Gandhi has also given a
statement that he will not
contest the election.

Expressing complete

support and faith in
Rahul Gandhi, Singh Deo
said that Rahul Gandhi is
the most appropriate per-
son for this chair. He
added that Rahul Gandhi
has been on the target of
everyone including the
opponents as well as some
leaders of Congress itself.

He appreciated Rahul
Gandhi for maintaining
silence and not reacting
on such issues. Singh Deo
further said that Rahul
Gandhi has always
worked for strengthening
the party and keeping it
united. Singh Deo spoke
about the Congress lead-
ers who resigned from
the party.

Speaking about Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo
Yatra, the Health
Minister said that it is an
effort to connect directly

with the citizens. Till now
lakhs of people have been
connected with this
yatra.

No one can justify the
uncontrolled inflation
when the LPG cylinder
costs more than Rs 1100
and the price of vehicle
fuels have crossed Rs
1000. The increasing sup-
port to Bharat Jodo Yatra
indicates that the citizens
are fed up with the work-
ing of BJP.

District Congress
Committee President
Mukesh Chandrakar de-
livered the welcome ad-
dress while PCC
Representative Arun
Sisodia proposed the vote
of thanks. Congress lead-
ers Badruddin Qureshi,
Tulsi Sahu, Neelu
Thakur and others were
present.
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St Thomas College
celebrates National

Service Day

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: The
NSS unit of St Thomas
College, Ruabandha
Sector in association
with IQAC organized
grand cultural program
on occasion of National
Service Day on
September 24, 2022.

First of all NSS
Program officer of St
Thomas College
Mahendra Ikhar wel-
comed all the guests and
presented an overview
of beginning and objec-
tive of National Service
Scheme.

The Chief Guest and
First NSS Program offi-
cer of the college
Principal Dr MG
Roymon shared his ex-
perience as a program
officer and motivated
students to participate
for National Integration

Camp and Republic Day
Camp.

IQAC coordinator Dr
Debjani Mukherjee con-
gratulated all the volun-
teers on NSS Day and
motivated all to main-
tain the cleanliness in
and around the college
campus. During the pro-
gram the B and C cer-
tificates for the session
2021-22 were awarded to
volunteers.

NSS volunteers pre-
sented Chhattisgarhi
State Song and
Traditional Dance on
Chhattisgarhi songs.
134 NSS volunteers,
other professors and
staff members were
present on this occa-
sion. The program was
conducted by NSS
Volunteer Komal Karia
and vote of thanks was
proposed by NSS volun-
teer Rahul Kori.

p In Shaheed
Gundadhur
Agricultural College

p MP and Parl Secy,
MLA participated 

PBIV Chaitanya Devi
tableau ‘Nari Shakti se

Rashtra Shakti’ from today
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 25: Prajapita
B r a h m a k u m a r i
I s h w a r i y a
Vishwavidyalaya (PBIV)
will organise the tableau
of Chaitanya Devi at
Peace Auditorium
Ground in Sector 7 from
September 26. It will be
open for general public
free of cost from 19:00 hrs
to 22:00 hrs. Describing
the theme of the tableau
of Chaitanya Devi,
Brahmakumari Asha
Didi, Director of Bhilai
Seva Kendras, said that
this tableau will be on the
theme of "Nari Shakti Se
Rashtra Shakti" celebrat-
ing "Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav". The appear-
ance of the divine god-
desses 50 feet in height
from the womb of the
mountains and the earth
through beautiful display
of light and sound and
the stillness of idols due
to the practice of
Rajayoga meditation will
make all the devotees re-
alize the divine nature. In
this unprecedented su-
pernatural tableau, the
power of women who
nurture their children
with the best values de-
scribed in history and
raised the honour of
India will be depicted.
The preparations for the
tableau are in the final
stages.
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GLOBAL CITIZEN FESTIVAL

Priyanka Chopra Jonas, left, and Katie Holmes speak during the Global Citizen Festival
at Central Park in New York.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 26,  2022

Dubai, Sep 25 (AP):

Stores are selling winter
clothes from last season in
the middle of summer.
Repair shops lack spare
parts for appliances.
There’s a waiting list to
buy a new car.

Egypt, a country of
more than 103 million peo-
ple, is running low on for-
eign currency needed to
buy essentials like grain
and fuel. To keep US dol-
lars in the country, the
government has tightened
imports, meaning fewer
new cars and summer
dresses.

For the nearly third of
Egyptians living in pover-
ty, and the millions more
in poor conditions, the
country’s economic woes
mean life is much harder
than off-season shopping
they’re seeing less food on
the table.

A decade after deadly
protests and political up-
heaval rocked the Middle
East’s most populous na-

tion, the economy is still
staggering and has taken
new hits.

Fatima, a 32-year-old
cleaner in Cairo, says her
family stopped buying red
meat five months ago.
Chicken also has become a
luxury. She’s borrowing
from relatives to make
ends meet.

“If prices keep rising,
the country will fall and
won’t be safe anymore,”
she said, asking to be iden-
tified only by her first
name for fear of reprisal.

She worries that crime
and theft will increase “be-
cause people won’t have
enough money to feed
themselves”.

For decades, most
Egyptians have depended
on the government to keep
basic goods affordable, but
that social contract is
under threat as the impact
from Russia’s war in
Ukraine leaves Egypt
struggling to pay for grain
imports for state-sub-
sidised bread.

Poverty, inflation, fear: Egypt’s
economy pushed to brink

Islamabad, Sep 25 (PTI):

Former finance minis-
ter Ishaq Dar is set to re-
turn to Pakistan next
week to “facilitate” Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on the economic front, os-
tensibly by taking over the
key portfolio of finance,
according to a media re-
port on Sunday.

The decision was taken
in a meeting between the
Prime Minister and his
brother Nawaz Sharif in
London on Saturday, while
Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah also confirmed
the development during a
press conference held ear-
lier in the day.

“Ishaq Dar is coming
back next week to facili-
tate PM Shehbaz on eco-
nomic affairs,” the interi-
or minister told a press
conference in Lahore.

Dawn in a report said
Shehbaz Sharif stopped in
London on his way back
from the UN General
Assembly and met his

elder brother and party
supremo Nawaz Sharif on
Saturday. Sharif brothers
in the hours-long meeting
at Shehbaz’s flat on
Edgware Road discussed
the political and economic
situation, as well as, the
development of Dar’s re-
turn to take charge of the
finance ministry. The re-
port said Dar was also
present at the meeting
where it was decided that
he would take charge of
the economy as early as
the coming week. Miftah
Ismail, whose tenure as fi-
nance minister ends on
October 18, is expected to
remain in the cabinet as
an adviser. In a brief inter-
action with reporters after
Saturday’s meeting, Dar
said: “We have another
meeting tomorrow, so I
can share more tomor-
row.” When asked if he
would take charge of the
finance ministry, he said:
“We have discussed many
things but I can share deci-
sions tomorrow.

Pakistan’s former fin min Dar to
return, take charge next week

Matera, Sep 25 (AP):

Pope Francis traveled to
southern Italy on Sunday
to close out an Italian
church congress that coin-
cided with Italy’s national
election, and delivered a
message that hit on key do-
mestic campaign issues in-
cluding immigration.

Neither Francis nor his
hosts referred to the vote
during the open-air Mass,
though Italy’s bishops con-
ference had earlier urged
Italians to cast ballots in
the eagerly watched elec-
tion that could bring Italy
its first far-right govern-
ment since World War II.

At the end of the out-
door Mass in Matera,
Francis spoke off the cuff
asking Italians to have
more children. “I’d like to
ask Italy: More births,
more children,” Francis
said.

Italy has one of the low-
est birth rates in the world

and Francis has frequent-
ly lamented its “demo-
graphic winter.”

Far-right leader Giorgia
Meloni, who campaigned
on a “God, family and
homeland” mantra, has
also called for Italy to re-
verse its demographic
trends by proposing bigger
financial incentives for

couples to have children.
Francis also weighed in

on a perennial issue in
Italy, recalling that Sunday
coincided with the
Catholic Church’s World
Day of Migrants and
Refugees. Francis called
for a future in which
“God’s plan” is imple-
mented, with migrants

and victims of human
trafficking living in peace
and dignity, and for a more
“inclusive and fraternal
future.”

He added: “Immigrants
are to be welcomed, ac-
companied, promoted and
integrated.”

Meloni and her center-
right alliance have vowed
to resume a strict crack-
down on migrants coming
to Italy via Libyan-based
smugglers. The center-left
Democratic Party has
among other things called
for an easier path to citi-
zenship for children of
newcomers.

The Mass was celebrat-
ed by a protege of Francis,
Cardinal Matteo Zuppi,
who is head of the Italian
bishops’ conference and
has a long affiliation with
the Sant’Egidio
Community, a Rome-based
charity known for its out-
reach to migrants and the
poor.

Pope urges Italians to have more
children, welcome migrants

New York, Sep 25 (PTI):

Amid repeated holds on
proposals to designate
Pakistan-based terrorists
under the UN sanctions
regime, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
said that terrorism should
not be used as a “political
tool” and the idea that
something is blocked with-
out assigning a reason
challenges common sense.

“We do believe that in
any process if any party is
taking a decision, they

need to be transparent
about it. So the idea that
something is blocked with-
out assigning a reason, it
sort of challenges com-
mon sense,” Jaishankar
said as he spoke to a group
of Indian journalists here
on Saturday after wrap-
ping up the New York leg
of his visit to the US with
his address to the UN
General Assembly high-
level session.

He was responding to a
question by PTI on the
issue of repeated holds

and blocks on proposals to
list Pakistan-based terror
group leaders under the
UN sanctions regime and
whether this came up in
his talks with his global
counterparts as he met
them during the high-level
General Assembly week.

“It came up in some of
my meetings. I also men-
tioned it in my BRICS in-
tervention,” he said refer-
ring to the meeting held
Thursday on the margins
of the General Assembly
between the foreign minis-

ters of Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South
Africa group - Brazilian
Foreign Minister Carlos
Alberto Franco Franca,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov, Chinese
Minister of Foreign
Affairs Wang Yi and
Minister of International
Relations and Cooperation
of the Republic of South
Africa Naledi Pandor.

China, a veto-wielding
permanent member of the
Security Council, has re-
peatedly put holds on list-
ing proposals by India, the
US and other allies to
blacklist Pakistan-based
terrorists under the 1267
Al Qaeda Sanctions
regime of the Council.

Last week, China put a
hold on a proposal moved
at the United Nations by
the US and co-supported
by India to designate
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist
Sajid Mir, wanted for his
involvement in the 26/11
Mumbai terrorist attacks,
as a global terrorist.

Last month, China put a
hold on a proposal by the
US and India at the United
Nations to blacklist Abdul
Rauf Azhar, the brother of
Jaish-e Mohammed (JEM)
chief Masood Azhar and a
senior leader of the

Pakistan-based terror or-
ganisation. Abdul Rauf
Azhar, born in 1974 in
Pakistan, was sanctioned
by the US in December
2010.

In June this year, China
had put a hold, at the last
moment, on a joint propos-
al by India and the US to
list Pakistan-based terror-
ist Abdul Rehman Makki
under the 1267 Al-Qaida
Sanctions Committee of
the UN Security Council.

“We hope that reason
would prevail and people,
first of all, would not arbi-
trarily or politically
block,” Jaishankar said,
underlining that the mes-
sage is that this is “not
inter-state politics which
we are talking about.

“We are trying to get
across our message that
terrorism is not political.
It should not be used as a
political tool, its conse-
quences should not be
made political.

“If you go into the UN
and say does everybody
consider terrorism a com-
mon threat, everybody
will say yes. So we are say-
ing well, if that’s what
your position is, then why
don’t your policies and
your actions follow up on
it,” he said.

Terror listings at UN blocked without assigning
reason challenges common sense: Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in a meeting with United Nations Secretary
General António Guterres, in USA.

Pope Francis arrives to celebrate mass on the occasion of
the 27th national Eucharistic congress, in Matera, southern
Italy, Sunday, Sept. 25.

United Nations, Sep 25 (PTI):

Russia has voiced its
support for India and
Brazil as “worthy candi-
dates” for permanent
membership in the UN
Security Council, calling
them “key international
actors.”

During the 77th Session
of the UN General
Assembly, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov on
Saturday expressed his
support for India, becom-
ing a permanent member
of the Security Council.

In his address to the
General Assembly just an
hour before External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar’s speech,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said that
the UN and Security
Council have to be aligned

to contemporary realities.
He said Moscow sees the
prospect of making the
Security Council more
democratic, exclusively,
through broadening the
representation of coun-
tries from Africa, Asia and
Latin America. “We note
India and Brazil in partic-
ular as key international
actors and worthy candi-
dates for permanent mem-
bership within the
Council whilst simultane-
ously unilaterally and
mandatorily raising the
profile of Africa,” Lavrov
said. India has been at the
forefront of efforts at the
UN to push for urgent long-
pending reform of the
Security Council, empha-
sising that it rightly de-
serves a place at the UN
high table as a permanent
member.

Russia backs India, Brazil for permanent
membership in UN Security Council

Mclean (US), Sep 25 (AP):

The CIA revealed on
Saturday the model of a safe
house used to brief
President Joe Biden about
the whereabouts of al-
Qaida leader Ayman al-
Zawahri before it killed him
in a drone strike in
Afghanistan.

Shortly after al-Zawahri’s
death, White House officials
released a photo showing
Biden talking to CIA
Director William Burns
with a closed wooden box on
the table in front of them.
Now, the contents of the box
a model depicting a white-

walled home with at least
five stories and three par-
tially obscured balconies
are on display at the CIA
Museum inside the agency’s
Virginia headquarters.

The museum is closed to
the public and access is gen-
erally limited to the
agency’s employees and
guests. The CIA allowed
journalists to tour the mu-
seum, newly refurbished
in time for the agency’s
75th anniversary, as part
of a broader effort to
showcase its history and
achievements. Most of
the exhibits took years or
decades to declassify. The

al-Zawahri model home is
the rare artifact that had
been used by intelligence
officers just weeks before-
hand. Al-Zawahri was
killed in late July, nearly a
year after the US with-
drawal from Afghanistan
ending a two-decade war in
which the CIA had a cen-
tral role.

The agency sent the first
American forces two

weeks after the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
Two decades later, it pulled
out intelligence assets and
assisted in the chaotic evac-
uation of thousands of
Americans and Afghan al-
lies. The Biden administra-
tion has said the strike
shows it retains what it calls

an “over-the-horizon” coun-
terterrorism capacity in
Afghanistan. Opponents of
the administration and
some analysts question
whether al-Zawahri’s pres-
ence in a Kabul neighbour-
hood suggests extremist
groups like al-Qaida or the
Islamic State are growing

stronger under the Taliban,
who now rule the country.

The strike was particu-
larly meaningful for the
CIA, which lost seven em-
ployees in trying to find al-
Zawahri, a key plotter of
the September 11 attacks
who was then al-Qaida’s sec-
ond-in-command.

CIA unveils model of al-Qaida leader al-Zawahri’s hideout

United Nations, Sep 25 (AP):

China underscored its
commitment to its claim on
Taiwan, telling assembled
world leaders that anyone
who gets in the way of its de-
termination to reunify with
the self-governing island
would be “crushed by the
wheels of history.” The lan-
guage was forceful but, for
Chinese leadership, well
within the realm of normal.
“Only when China is fully
reunified can there be true
peace across the Taiwan
Strait,” Wang Yi, China’s

foreign minister, said at the
UN General Assembly. He
said Beijing would “take
the most forceful steps to
oppose external interfer-
ence.” China regularly and
vehemently defends its
claim to Taiwan, which
separated from the main-
land after a 1949 civil war
and now functions with its
own government. A visit
last month by the speaker
of the US House of
Representatives, Nancy
Pelosi, markedly ratcheted
up tensions between
Washington and Beijing.

China on Taiwan: ‘External
interference’ won’t be tolerated

Chronicle
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Bhagwat visits
Masjid to strengthen
national integration 

In the history of  98 years of
RSS it was the first time when a
chief of this organisation visited
Masjid and madrassa and it was
the ongoing process of RSS
chief 's interactions with
Muslims in the past two
months.Last month Bhagwat
was apprised of the general in-
security Muslims have in their
mind and there is an atmos-
phere of fear, polarization and
toxicity and it should end and we
should not lose trust in each
other and he was also informed
by a group of intectuals of com-
munity that there are extremists
and fringe elements on both
sides and we should try to con-
trol them by addressing
them.Bhagwat was also in-
formed that RSS is a large or-
ganization so they can do this in
à more effective way and the
name -calling should stop too.
Responding to the observations
RSS chief along with senior
sangh funçtionaries met Imam
Umer Ahmed Ilyasi the chief of
All India Imam Organization.and
the closed -door meeting at
Kasturba Gandhi Marg mosque
lasted for more than an hour.The
RSS chief has been holding such
type of discussions with Muslim
intellectuals for strengthening
communal harmony.Ilyasi says
that Bhagwat is Rashtriya
Pita.and further said that our
DNA is the same and only our
method of worshipping God is
different. and we all believe that
nation comes first.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Hats off to Jhulan
Goswami 

Hats off to Jhulan Goswami
for ending her illustrious career
with head held high and taking 2
crucial wickets and a fine catch
to secure historic victory for
India. The skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur also deserves congratula-
tions for paying due honour to
the living legend by asking her
to toss the coin. Kaur's impecca-
ble gesture and hugging Jhulan
with both at their emotional best
were not only indeed extremely
moving, it also proves that the
heart of the Indian eves are in
the right place!  The legacy left
behind by Jhulan Goswami and
another legend Mithali Raj is
sure to be successfully carried
on by Harmanpreet Kaur and
her band of courageous girls
with hearts. 

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Responsible media
Media often plays in the

hands of those who are respon-
sible for governance of the sys-
tem as per the rulebook. This
damages democracy and has
long-term consequences. The
apex court must uphold the
democratic tradition of being
the last resort of the common
man who needs to be kept at
centre stage by the judiciary if
something goes amiss in a dem-
ocratic setup. It has every right
to be a precursor to design a just
line for both the legislature and
executive, if they fail in their du-
ties. Journalism is meant to gen-
erate awareness among the
public by reporting ethically
sans any prejudice. If journalists
cannot discharge their duty with
integrity, they should opt for
other means of livelihood.
MMaallkkiiaatt  SSiinngghh  AAuullaakkhh,,  LLuuddhhiiaannaa
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Pulwama: Farmers thresh paddy in a field during harvest season, at Tral in Pulwama district of South Kashmir,
Saturday, Sept. 25. The quality of the produce has been good despite challenges like climate change, hilly terrain,
land sliding etc. faced by the farmers in Jammu and Kashmir.

PADDY HARVESTING

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

T he Defence Ministry's recent contract with
BrahMos Aerospace for acquisition of additional

dual-role capable surface-to-surface new generation mis-
siles give a fresh impetus to self-reliance in defence pro-
duction. The induction of these dual-role capable mis-
siles with enhanced range and dual role capability for
land as well as anti-ship attacks at an approximate cost of
Rs 1,700 crore under the 'Buy Indian' category is going to
"significantly enhance" the operational capability of
Indian Navy fleet assets. This contract is going to give
further boost to indigenous production of critical
weapon system and ammunition with active participa-
tion of indigenous industry. This comes close on the
heels of the significant increase in export of military
equipment and technology in recent times, touching Rs
13,000 crore during 2021-22, with the private sector ac-
counting for 70% of the exports. This is a significant
milestone for a country that was, at one point, totally de-
pendent on imports. Traditionally, India has been among
the global top five arms importers. However, following a
major focus on the policy of self-reliance to deal with an
increasingly uncertain world, the situation is changing.
The defence exports target of Rs 35,000 crore by 2025 may
appear very ambitious but it is not impossible to achieve.
What lends promise to coming close to achieving the goal
is the increasing global interest in what India has to offer
and the capability developments. The BrahMos missile
is being exported to the Philippines, opening doors for
sales to various other Asian countries. A deal with
Malaysia on the Tejas fighter jet is also on the cards. The
consistent progress in the indigenisation of weaponry is
in line with the mission to become selfreliant, reduce de-
pendence on imports and give more weightage to the ex-
port of military equipment to friendly countries. India is
seeking to boost defence exports to strengthen defence
manufacturing and production. It has imposed a phased
import ban on 310 different weapons and systems during
the last two years, which helped boost export. These
weapons and platforms will be indigenised in phases
over the next 5-6 years. The increased partnership with
the private sector has led to a substantial rise in defence
exports. At present, India is the 23rd largest arms ex-
porter in the world and the target is to expand the de-
fence manufacturing sector and become a bigger arms
exporter. A reflection of that is visible in India’s defence
industry, which is participating in the global supply
chain significantly. More than half of the exports are
going to leading manufacturers in the US. The prime
challenge is to establish itself as a provider of depend-
able goods at competitive prices and aim at producing
high-value items. The recent commissioning of INS
Vikrant, the first indigenous aircraft carrier built at a
cost of Rs 23,000 crore, was a defining moment in India’s
journey to emerging as a defence industrial and techno-
logical base. The launch of the Navy’s third Nilgiri-class
guidedmissile frigate, Taragiri, adds to the list of state-
ofthe-art homegrown projects meant to strengthen the
marine defence system. As it shoulders this huge respon-
sibility, the defence industry, both private and public,
needs all the assistance it requires. The latest BrahMos
sale enables India to ensure its place as a reliable defence
partner to its Southeast Asian neighbours. This will pro-
vide the much-needed headway to export the cruise mis-
sile to countries like Vietnam and Indonesia.

Boost for defence exports

Yash Pal Ralhan

S entencing after conviction is a knotty problem in
cases relating to capital offences. Trial judges are

called upon to make a decision on whether only a death
sentence will meet the ends of justice, or a life term will
be enough. As a salutary norm, the Supreme Court has
laid down that the death penalty can be imposed only in
the "rarest of rare" cases. Subsequent judgments have
sought to buttress this principle by holding that the
gruesome nature of the offence may not be the sole crite-
rion to decide what brings it under the 'rarest of rare'
category. The offender, his socio-economic background
and his state of mind are also key factors in this regard.
In practice, the sentencing part of the trial takes place
after the court records a conviction. It is often done on
the same day as the verdict, with only some limited ar-
guments being heard on 'mitigating circumstances'
from the convict's side and on the 'aggravating circum-
stances' from the prosecution. The latest order of a
three-judge Bench, referring to a Constitution Bench the
issue of granting a meaningful opportunity to convicts
on the question of sentence, is a big stride in humaniz-
ing the sentencing process. Some High Courts have
given a chance to convicts to present mitigating factors
so that the inadequacy of the sentencing process in the
trial court does not matter. Present thinking, however, is
veering towards the view that courts must elicit reports
from the jail authorities, probation officers and even
trained psychologists to assess the mitigating factors in
favour of not imposing the death penalty. In its referral
order, the Bench has also raised the question as to the
stage at which mitigating factors are to be presented. It
has noted that the scales are tilted against the convicts
now, as it is only after conviction that they are able to
speak about mitigating circumstances. The prosecution,
on the other hand, presents its case from the beginning
on how heinous the crime was, and how much the ac-
cused deserved maximum punishment. The
Constitution Bench may come up with new guidelines
under which the trial courts themselves can hold a com-
prehensive investigation into factors related to the up-
bringing, education and socio-economic conditions of
an offender before deciding the punishment. The legal
and moral dilemma of sending someone to the gallows,
of course, will exist only as long as the death penalty re-
mains on the statute book. In this context, I would fur-
ther like to mention that financial and social economic
conditions must be considered as there are many crimi-
nals who are still in jail due to non-payment of a very
nominal fine of Rs 5,000.

Knotty problem of 
capital punishment

S eeing the economy of the
developed countries in

gloomy and uncertain condi-
tions, many experts have been
fuelling fear that global reces-
sion is just about to start in
India too. Long-term disrup-
tions in supply chains caused
by the war in Russia and
Ukraine have had a significant
impact on the world economy.
For the past few months, the US
economy has been declining
significantly and spreading the
fear of recession throughout
the country. Moreover,
Americans are feeling finan-
cially burdened by higher gas
and rent prices. A recent state-
ment from Wall mart says that
people are choosing low-margin
items over regularly used prod-
ucts that they used to buy and
putting fewer items in the cart
moreover rising inflation to
9.1% in June, is the highest in
41 years which cannot be ig-
nored. Is the US economy offi-
cially headed towards reces-
sion? Is any shock to the USA
economy likely to affect the rest
of the world?

European nations are almost
entering a recession due to the
increased price of energy.
Russia's decision not to resume
gas supplies until western sanc-
tions are lifted. According to
the Bank of England, UK
Inflation could peak at 13% this
winter and remain high
throughout 2023. Due to the pos-
sible recession of the US, the
UK, and numerous other coun-
tries, the IMF predicts that
Indian growth will also slow
down. 'Nomura' and 'World

Bank' have downgraded India's
GDP growth.

How much Indian economy is
showing resilience amidst the
fear of recession and conse-
quences of the Ukraine-Russia
war? If we see data released by
the Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation
(MOSPI), there has been a
growth of 26.7% in the nominal
GDP or GDP at current prices in
Q1 2022-23, as opposed to 32.4%
growth in Q1 2021-22. In addi-
tion to having a well-capitalized
financial system and enough
food grains, India also has ade-
quate international reserves.
RBI's steps in hiking the repo
rate by 50 basis points to 5.40 per
cent to contain inflation are wel-
comed. The falling value of the
rupee against the dollar and
high commodity prices, geopo-
litical issues, and restrictions
on exports are of course widen-
ing the trade deficit. It is also be-
lieved that the rupee's deprecia-
tion will increase export com-
petitiveness. Economists also
say that fall in oil global prices
is expected to reduce the trade
deficit. Moreover, India's invest-
ments in Russia's energy and its
relationship would go long way
to secure energy demand
whereas the rest of the world is
at the risk of recession for in-
creased oil and gas prices.
Buying from Russia in rupee
means less outflow of the dollar.
Importing oil from Russia at
discounted prices is not likely to
affect the US-INDIA relation-
ship. USA Needs India's support
to challenge Chain's rising
power as a global power and
also it plays an important role
in 'QUAD' and INDO –PACIFIC
strategy and USA cannot suc-
ceed without India.

Russia further offers cheaper
oil to India but in return, India
has to decline the price cap pro-
posal of G7 countries. India will
weigh its options in the coming
days. As oil prices fall, the fear
of recession in the market will
diminish and it will also be ben-
eficial for the equity market.

When oil prices fall, raw mate-
rials will be cheaper and there-
fore profits will be above aver-
age. Despite concerns about ris-
ing inflation around the world,
Indian jobseekers are not ad-
versely impacted by rising
costs; with six out of ten saying
they have not experienced any
negative effects. The labour
market is showing a growth op-
portunity in India. 54% of com-
panies are planning to hire in
the next three months. Positive
sentiment is showing in hiring
in the sectors like banking, fi-
nance, insurance, restaurants
& hotels and manufacturing
and the real sector. After Brazil,
the manpower group employ-
ment outlook survey' says India
has the strongest net employ-
ment outlook for December in
the Asia Pacific region. Even
though the Indian IT market
cannot be much unaffected by
the US recession, the sector is
projected to have strong hiring
intentions. According to the
Union Finance Minister in a re-
cent Rajya Sabha session,
India's macroeconomic funda-
mentals are perfect, so there's
no reason to be concerned
about recession or stagflation.
Therefore, the Indian IT market
is unlikely to fall with the fall of
the US IT market.

Despite the global economic
slowdown, it is expected India's
economy won't be impacted by
it due to the policymaking in
place to control inflation.
Although the inflation rate is
7% which seems high it is much
lower when compared with de-
veloped countries like the USA
and China so the economy is
growing as well. India has taken
over the UK's position in the list
of the world's largest
economies. If we look at our
neighbouring countries, after
Sri Lanka, Pakistan is under se-
vere debt pressure from
Chinese loans with high infla-
tion, and Nepal is also seeing a
financial crisis. Bangladesh and
Laos realized the debt trap
diplomacy policy of China in

the name of BRI initiation and
Bangladesh asking more loans
from multilateral agencies to
meet the crisis. The Chinese
economy is also slowing down
due to Covid zero policy of lock-
downs, housing market col-
lapse, and weak demand both at
home and overseas.

Amidst the possible fear of
global recession, RBI is relax-
ing us by stating that rupee's
fall against the dollar in India is
still in a better position as com-
pared to other global currencies
or its peers. The Central bank
working to control jerky move-
ment and has a plan to make
the rupee experience less depre-
ciation. India's banking system
is in a better position. Along
with the better macroeconomic
system in the country and
change in GST rates are found
generated revenues. PMI rose at
the highest pace in eight
months indicating a growing
economy. The process to bring
retail inflation below 7% is on.
The external debt to GDP ratio
declined to 19.9% at the end of
March 2022 and from 21.2% at
the end of March 2021 is a posi-
tive indicator of a growing
economy. The National
Statistical Office (NSO) report-
ed India's economic growth
grew by 13.5% in the first quar-
ter of fiscal 2022-23, up from
4.1% in the final quarter of fis-
cal 2021-22. The global economy
could suffer a significant slow-
down again depending on the
length of the Russia-Ukraine
war but India will not enter into
a recession. Historically, India
has bounced back well after
every US recession because a
recession in the US may cause
the crude price to fall, which
will be a blessing for India. It is
also found that each time
International organizations
like 'IMF' and 'world bank esti-
mate India's downgrade
growth, India's economy is no-
ticed to remain the fastest grow-
ing economy. The Indian econo-
my may become the third
largest by 2030, looking ahead.

Indian economy’s resilience amidst world repercussion risk

Vinod C Dixit 

R ose, a symbol of concern
and tenderness, is of-

fered to cancer patients to pro-
vide them with strength as
they face the disease and its
consequences. 22nd September
is observed as Rose Day. Rose
Day is dedicated to those bat-
tling cancer all over the world.
Rose is a symbol of love, care
and concern. It is a day for sup-
porting all those people
around the world who are
fighting cancer.

Fighting cancer - the second
deadliest disease in the world -
is emotionally, physically and
financially exhausting. It is a
special day for remembering
and sharing a cancer patient's
trauma. Rose day is observed
in the memory of 12-year-old
Melinda Rose from Canada,
who was diagnosed with
Askin's Tumour, a rare form of

Blood Cancer. Her
parents were
warned that she
would not survive
even a couple of
weeks. Doctors pre-
dicted that she will
not survive more
than a couple of
weeks, but she lived
six months more.
Within that period,
she successfully
cheered up other
cancer patients and
their caregivers with her let-
ters, poems, and emails.

Melinda Rose's small life
touched the lives of many. She,
till her last breath, did not give
up hope of survival. She posi-
tively made each day in her re-
maining life meaningful. She
networked with other children
who were also cancer patients
and their caregivers. Offering
flowers such as roses to cancer

patients as a way to pray for
them and to greet them has al-
ways been a long-time tradi-
tion and when Melinda Rose
passed away the roses were
also offered to her by her fol-
lowers as a tribute to her.

As we all know, cancer is
one of those deadly diseases
which has a huge impact on a
patient's body and mind. The
taxing nature of the treat-

ment makes things
very difficult for
many patients and
their caregivers.
India has over 25
lakhs registered
cancer patients and
the number is
growing with 8
lakh new cancer
cases added every
year. Studies say
that the leading
cause of cancer is
the use of tobacco.

Poor diet, obesity, lack of
physical activity and alcohol
are other causes of cancer.
Cancer induces many nega-
tive changes like weight loss,
lack of appetite, and change
in appearance to a frighten-
ing level.

Cancer can affect many
things in life, but it cannot
cripple the love you have in
your heart. Sharing Facts on

cancer, how to do early detec-
tion and diagnosis, and a list
of organizations that can help
financially will go a long way
in the overall fight against
cancer. Unfortunately, the
medical and science fields are
yet to come up with a proper
cure for cancer, despite their
constant efforts for a cause
they are yet to discover its
cure, so until then we can all
contribute in our own way.

When we celebrate Rose
day to let all cancer patients
aware that they can face the
disease with strong willpow-
er and spirit, let us mark this
day to bring cheer to all can-
cer patients by gifting hand –
made roses with a message to
show them their love, sup-
port, care and concern for
cancer patients. Let us instil
hope, confidence, and joy in
the minds of people who 
fight cancer.

Rose Is A Symbol Of Love And Care

LATA MONI DAS
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Housing.com 
New Delhi: Realty
portal Housing.com
will hire about 200
people this fiscal to
strengthen its team,
besides investing in
technology as well as
brand promotion to
become the clear mar-
ket leader, its CEO
Dhruv Agarwala said.
REA India, part of
Australia’s REA
Group and US-based
News Corp, owns
three real estate por-
tals — Housing.com,
PropTiger and
Makaan.com.

NCLAT
New Delhi: The
National Company
Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT)
has dismissed an ap-
peal by Siemens Ltd
against the invocation
of its bank guarantees
by Meenakshi Energy.
Meenakshi Energy
Ltd (MEL) which is
presently facing insol-
vency proceedings,
was setting up a 700
MW thermal plant, in
which Siemens was a
sub-contractor for the
project. The appellate
tribunal has upheld
the earlier order of
the Hyderabad bench
of the National
Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) in
this regard and noted
the bank guarantees
were invoked by MEL
on the ground that
Siemens failed to per-
form its obligations in
terms of the agree-
ments.

Salesforce
San Francisco:
Salesforce India will
increase its headcount
in the country to
10,000 by January next
year from 7,500-plus
currently, its chairper-
son and CEO
Arundhati
Bhattacharya has
said. Bhattacharya
further said that in
the order of priority,
the focus areas for
Salesforce in India are
banking, financial
services and insur-
ance (BFSI), manufac-
turing, services and
social services. “We
are (Salesforce India’s
headcount) at about
7,500 plus.

Suzlon
New Delhi: Suzlon
Energy on Sunday
said its board has ap-
proved raising Rs
1,200 crore via a rights
issue of 240 crore
shares. The Securities
Issue Committee of
the Board, at its meet-
ing held on Sunday,
approved the rights
issue, the company
said in a regulatory
filing. The company
will raise Rs 1,200
crore through is-
suance of 240 crore
shares with face value
of Rs 2 each at an
issue price of
Rs 5 per share.

Volvo
Mumbai: Swedish
car maker Volvo plans
to expand its certified
used-car business pan-
India by early 2024
and expects as much
as one-third of its vol-
umes to come from
this segment, a top
company official has
said. Volvo operates
its pre-owned car busi-
ness under the Selekt’
platform globally and
it recently launched
the platform in India
with two dealerships.
According to a study
published early this
month, the pre-owned
car market is expected
to grow at a com-
pounded annual
growth rate of 19.5 per
cent till financial year
2027 and reach up to 8-
million units.

PEOPLE SHOP FOR VEGETABLES

People shop for fruit and vegetables in a market in Hong Kong on September 25. Vegitable prices in most part
of the world are high due to the Russia-Ukraine war.

Mumbai, Sep 25 (PTI):

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) may take cues
from its global counter-
parts, including the US
Federal Reserve, to raise
interest rate for the fourth
time in a row on Friday to
tame stubborn inflation.

The RBI, which has
since May raised the
short-term lending rate
(repo) by 140 basis points
(bps), may again go for a
50-bps increase to take it to
a three-year high of 5.9 per
cent, say experts.

The central bank had
raised the repo rate by 40
bps in May and 50 bps each
in June and August. The
present rate is 5.4 per cent.

The consumer price
index (CPI) based retail in-
flation, which had started
showing signs of modera-
tion since May, has again
firmed up to 7 per cent in
August. The RBI takes into
account retail inflation
while framing its bi-
monthly monetary policy.

The RBI Governor-head-
ed Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC) is
scheduled to start its
three-day deliberations on
Wednesday. The decision
of the rate-setting panel
would be announced on
Friday (September 30).

The US Fed delivered
third consecutive rate hike
after it raised the rates by
75 bps to take the target
range to 3 - 3.25 per cent.
The central banks of the
UK and the EU have also
gone for rate hikes to tame
inflation. Madan Sabnavis,
Chief Economist at Bank
of Baroda, said inflation
in India remains high at
around 7 per cent and is
unlikely to come down any
time soon. “This means
that a rate hike is given.
The quantum is what the
market would be interest-

ed in. While a hike of 25-35
bps would have signaled
that the RBI is confident
that the worst of inflation
is over, the recent develop-
ments in the forex market
could prompt a higher
quantum of 50 bps to stay
on track with other mar-
kets so as to retain in-
vestor interest,” he said.

The government has
tasked the RBI to ensure
the retail inflation re-
mains at 4 per cent, with a
margin of 2 per cent on ei-
ther side.

Dhruv Agarwala, Group
CEO, Housing.com, said
reining in inflation will re-
main the RBI’s top con-
cern amid resilient eco-
nomic expansion and ro-
bust credit growth.

“Any hike in rates would
result in banks increasing
home loan interest rates,
too. But, we are of the
opinion that its impact
would not be significant as
demand for property re-
mains robust. Demand is
only going to accelerate
further during this festive
season,” he said.

RBI set for fourth straight rate
hike to quell inflation, say experts

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

The Indian rupee slid-
ing to a historic low of
81.09 to a dollar will make
import of crude oil and
other commodities expen-
sive further fueling infla-
tion which for the past sev-
eral months has remained
above the Reserve Bank’s
upper tolerance level of 6
per cent.

The pressure on the do-
mestic currency, which is
mainly due to repeated
hikes in interest rate by
the US Fed, is likely to con-
tinue with rise in trade
deficit and gradual with-
drawal of funds by institu-
tional investors.

The Reserve Bank,
which is scheduled to an-
nounce its bi-monthly
monetary policy later this
week, is expected to in-

crease the repo-rate or the
short-term lending rates
by 50 basis points in a bid
to tame inflationary pres-
sure. For a nation that is 85
per cent dependent on im-
ports to meet its oil needs
and 50 per cent for gas re-
quirements, a weakening
rupee has a bearing on do-
mestic price of fuel.

India’s trade deficit
more than doubled to USD
27.98 billion in August due

to increased crude oil im-
ports. Import of ‘petrole-
um, crude & products’
stood at USD 17.7 billion in
August this year, an annu-
al increase of 87.44 per
cent.

India’s forex kitty con-
tinued its southward jour-
ney, with the overall re-
serves declining by USD
5.219 billion to USD 545.652
billion for the week ended
September 16. The re-

serves, which have been
dipping as the central
bank deploys the kitty to
defend the rupee amid
pressure caused majorly
by global developments,
had declined by USD 2.23
billion to USD 550.87 bil-
lion in the previous week.

SBI in a report said glob-
al commodity prices have
remained volatile after
their fall in June from his-
torical highs. Prices edged
up during late July - early
August, before moderating
towards the end of the
month, largely driven by
concerns over demand
slowdown.

Crude oil prices are
trading decisively below
USD 100 per barrel with
heightened volatility due
to expectations of an im-
minent slowdown in glob-
al demand, it said.

Weakening rupee to make import of crude
oil, commodities expensive, fuel inflation

New Delhi, Sep 25: 

TECNO Mobile the
premium smartphone
brand of TRANSSION
India announces the
launch of its latest multi-
colour-changing smart-
phone CAMON 19 Pro
Mondrian in India.
Staying true to its ‘India
First’ and ‘Segment
First’ approach, the
CAMON 19 Pro
Mondrian brings India’s
first multi-colour-chang-
ing smartphone, with
P o l y c h r o m a t i c
Photoisomer technology.
The technology success-
fully allows the mono-
chrome back cover of a
smartphone to show mul-
tiple changing colours
under illumination, giv-
ing an immersive “light

chasing” experience. The
innovative system uses
the recovery and break-
age effect of the chain of
photosynthesis molecu-
lar bonds under ultravio-
let light, making the col-
orless molecular groups
chromogenic and revert-
ing to colourless. The de-
sign of the phone is in-
spired by Mondrian Art,
the product has already
been awarded USA Muse
Design Award and A’
Design Award from Italy.

The camera centric
CAMON series, features
everything that is
‘Industry First’
Combining technology
with innovation.
TECNO’s new CAMON
addition features the in-
dustry-first 64MP
Primary Camera with

RGBW + (G+P) sensor, al-
lowing 200% more light
to enter the sensor for
brighter photographs.
Along with Optical
Image Stabilization (OIS)
and Hybrid Image
Stabilisation (HIS), the
smartphone ensures de-
terrence of jittery im-
ages and videos even in
not-so-favourable light-
ing conditions. \

With the 50MP camera
coupled with a 50mm
golden focus portrait,
which could be termed to
be the closest focus to
human eyes. The smart-
phone is also equipped
with up to 300% in-
creased focus speed en-
abling to capture much
more precise images
using laser detection
focus.

TECNO redefines 
the smartphone segment 

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

LML Electric plans to
raise up to Rs 500 crore to
fund setting up of its own
manufacturing plant and
scale up business, accord-
ing to company MD and
CEO Yogesh Bhatia.

The company is gearing
up to launch its first prod-
uct in the Indian market in
the second half of 2023 to
mark the return of one of
the popular two-wheeler
brands of yesteryears,
LML in an electric rein-
carnation. LML Electric
has already entered into a
partnership with Saera
Electric Auto Pvt Ltd,
which had acquired
American cult bike maker
Harley Davidson’s manu-
facturing plant at Bawal in
Haryana, to roll out its
products in the initial

phase. “We are planning to
launch three products and
all are in different cate-
gories. Our first product,
an electric bike (bicycle),
is coming in the first half
of 2023 for the European
and the US market. Our
second and third products
will be launched in the sec-
ond half of 2023 for India
and other markets,”

Bhatia told PTI. The sec-
ond product will be a
“hyper bike” — a
crossover between an elec-
tric scooter and motorcy-
cle — while the third one
will be an electric scooter,
he added. When asked
about the investments,
Bhatia, who is also the pro-
moter of SG Corporate
Mobility which had ac-

quired the LML brand and
intellectual property last
year in August, said Rs 350
crore has been earmarked
for the first phase, includ-
ing the acquisition of the
brand, product develop-
ment and initial produc-
tion. He further said LML
Electric is “exploring to
raise Rs 400 crore to Rs 500
crore” to fund its future
expansion plans in India
and abroad, including set-
ting up of its own manu-
facturing unit.

While the company has
signed an MoU with Saera
Electric Auto to roll out its
products from the latter’s
Bawal plant, Bhatia said,
“Parallelly, we are also ex-
ploring to set up our own
m a n u f a c t u r i n g
plant...Over 18 months to
two years we will set up
our own facility.”

LML Electric plans to raise up to Rs 500 crore
First India product launch in second half of 2023

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

Electronics major
Samsung India on Sunday
said it has sold over 12
lakh Galaxy smartphones
worth more than Rs 1,000
crore on the first day of
online festive sales at
Amazon and Flipkart.

Samsung has slashed
prices of Galaxy series
smartphones in the range
of 17 to 60 per cent for the
festive season sales.

“On Day 1 of online fes-
tive sales, Samsung sold
more than 1.2 million
Galaxy devices, creating a
new record in India.
Samsung Galaxy smart-
phones were among the
most sought-after devices,
thanks to never-seen-be-
fore offers on Amazon and
Flipkart. In value terms,

Samsung sold Galaxy de-
vices worth over Rs 1000
crore in 24 hours,”
Samsung said in a state-
ment.Samsung has
slashed prices of smart-
phones like Galaxy S20 FE
5G, Galaxy S22 Ultra,
Galaxy S22, Galaxy M53,
Galaxy M33, M32 Prime
Edition and Galaxy M13.

For the premium
Galaxy S22 series, the com-
pany has announced dis-
counts in the range of 17 to

38 per cent.“On Day 1 of
Amazon’s Great Indian
Festival, Samsung was the
number 1 smartphone
brand, with every third
smartphone being a
Galaxy. Galaxy M13 was
the number 1 bestseller,”
Samsung said. On Day 1 of
Flipkart’s ‘Big Billion
Days’ sale, Samsung said it
doubled its market share
on the platform.

“With a strong start to
the festive season sales,
Samsung is set to consoli-
date its 5G and overall
smartphone leadership in
the country,” the company
added. According to the
market research firm IDC,
Samsung had 16.3 per cent
market share in the sec-
ond quarter of 2022 with
shipments of 5.7 million
units.

Samsung sells over 12 lakh smartphones worth
Rs 1,000 cr on Day 1 of online festive sales

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):
High defaults of about 8
per cent in the education
loan portfolio have made
banks cautious and go
slow on the sanction of
such credit. Non-perform-
ing assets (NPAs) in the ed-
ucation loan category in-
cluding public sector
banks’ (PSBs) were 7.82
per cent at the end of June
quarter of the current fi-
nancial year. Outstanding
education loans were
about Rs 80,000 crore at
June-end. Cautious ap-
proach is adopted at the
end of branches while
sanctioning education
loans due to high NPAs, a
senior public sector bank
official said. As a result
some genuine cases are

overlooked and there are
delays, the official said.
Recently, the finance min-
istry had called a meeting
of PSBs to take stock of
the education loan portfo-
lio and cut down on delay.
The ministry exhorted
banks to spread awareness
about the Central Sector
Interest Subsidy Scheme
among field formations.

The sharp increase in
non-performing assets
(NPA) in education loans
extended by commercial
banks in India in recent
years is a matter of con-
cern, as it could hamper
the growth of bank credit
for higher education in the
country, according to an
occasional paper pub-
lished by RBI.

High NPAs in 
education loan segment

turn banks cautious NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  2255  ((PPTTII)):: Iran
has offered ONGC Videsh Ltd
and its partners a 30 per cent
interest in development of the
Farzad-B gas field in the
Persian Gulf that was discov-
ered by the Indian consortium,
officials said. ONGC Videsh Ltd,
the overseas arm of state-
owned Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC), in 2008
had discovered a giant gas field
in the 3,500 square kilometer
Farsi offshore block. In April
2011, it submitted a master
development plan (MDP) to
bring the discovery, which was
named Farzad-B, for production
but negotiations got stalled as
international sanctions were
slapped on Iran over its nuclear
plans. Negotiations restarted in
2015, but in February 2020,
National Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC) informed that Iranian
government has decided to

award the contract to develop
the field to a local firm. The
exploration contract, under
which OVL and its partners had
discovered gas reserves in Farsi
block, provided for the discov-
erer to be part of the field
development, the officials said.
Citing the Exploration Service
Contract, Iran asked the Indian
consortium to exercise its
rights to participate in the
development contract up to
minimum 30 per cent stake,
they said, adding Tehran asked
the Indian firms to exercise the
right within 90 days failing
which it would be deemed as
rejection of the offer. Officials
said for further discussion to
participate in the development
contract, communications and
comments on Confidentiality
Agreement (CA) were sent to
NIOC in March and a reminder
in the following month.

Iran offers Indian firms
30 pc stake in gas field

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

After infusing more than
Rs 51,000 crore last month,
foreign investors have
slowed down the pace of eq-
uity buying in India in
September so far, as they in-
vested a little over Rs 8,600
crore, on sharp deprecia-
tion in rupee.

Going forward, Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
are unlikely to buy aggres-
sively amid rising dollar,
VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said. Indication of further
rate hike by the US Federal
Reserve, fears of a reces-
sion, depreciating rupee
and continued tensions in
Russia and Ukraine will af-
fect FPI flows, Basant
Maheshwari, smallcase

manager and Co-founder,
Basant Maheshwari
Wealth Advisers LLP, said.

The latest inflow comes
following a net investment
of Rs 51,200 crore in August
and nearly Rs 5,000 crore in
July, data with depositories
showed.

FPIs turned net buyers
in July after nine straight
months of net outflows,
which started in October
last year. Between October
2021 till June 2022, they sold
Rs 2.46 lakh crore in the
Indian equity markets.

According to the data,
FPIs have bought equity to
the tune of Rs 8,638 crore
during September 1-23.

However, FPI activity has
turned highly volatile with
alternate bouts of buying
and selling. They have sold
on seven occasions in this

month so far. In fact, in the
last two trading sessions,
they have pulled out Rs
2,500 crore from the Indian
equity markets.
Vijayakumar has attrib-
uted increased FPI selling
in recent days to rising dol-
lar and rising bond yields
in the US.

In addition, the 75 basis
points (bps) rate hike by the
US Fed for the third consec-
utive time to control rising
inflation and the surging
dollar have impacted FPI
buying, Wealth Advisers
LLP’s Maheshwari said.
“The US Fed’s hawkish
tone on interest rates and
the fear of a global reces-
sion fuelled pessimism
among investors,”
Shrikant Chouhan, Head -
Equity Research (Retail),
Kotak Securities, said.

FPIs pump in Rs 8,600-cr 
in Sep; pace of investment slows

S
inger Neha Kakkar
got impressed with
the singing talent of

'Indian Idol 13' contestants
Senjuti Das and Sanchari
Sen Gupta, who per-
formed the tracks
'Mohabbat Buri bimari'
from the 2015 film
'Bombay Velvet' and
'Badmash Dil' from the
2011 movie 'Singham'.

Moreover, Neha was

also overwhelmed by the
gesture of Senjuti as she
gave her shagun of Durga
Puja including laal sin-
door(red vermilion) and
sweets.

The 'London
Thumakda' singer said: "I
am touched by the sur-
prise, and it is very over-
whelming for me. Senjuti,
you have an unconven-
tional voice, I am highly
impressed by your per-
formance today. I wanna
take a picture with you, I
am grateful for this ges-
ture of yours. It is a new
thing for me to celebrate
this festival."

She also praised the
contestant Sanchari and
added: "You nailed it
Sanchari, it was a rocking
performance."

Quite obliged by the

compliments of the judge
and singer on the show,
Senjuti responded:
"It's a
d r e a m
come true
for me to
celebrate
this festival with
Neha ma'am. I am so
happy today, and
thankful to everyone
who gave me this oppor-

tunity to celebrate and
showcase my talent. I
hope to give my best and
win this."

While expressing her
gratitude towards her
mother, Sanchari said: "I
am so grateful for this op-
portunity which I have
got. It's a huge blessing
today. My mother is my
luck, and she designs all
the sarees I wear, and
today on the saree she has
also printed the golden
ticket I had won. I am so
happy to perform in front
of such great music maes-
tros."

Judged by Neha
Kakkar, Vishal Dadlani,
and Himesh Reshammiya,
the singing reality show
'Indian Idol 13' airs on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

ACROSS

1. RR terminals

5. Reads quickly

10. Send

14. Buddy

15. Wall board

16. Voice range

17. Went by train

18. Aquatic plants

19. Avails oneself of

20. Chinese, e.g.

22. Nothing more than

23. Italy's capital

24. Gasoline, in England

26. Musical show

28. Divisible by two

30. Arid wastelands

34. Large handkerchief

38. Laker Shaquille ____

39. Top card

40. Large trucks

43. Squeak by

44. Seaside

47. Was present at

50. Spanish women

53. King's title

54. Encouraged

56. Evaluators

60. Blemish

63. Listen

65. Disrobe

66. Skirt length

67. Book of maps

69. Bound

70. "Once ____ a time..."

71. Blouse

72. Adam's home

73. Richard ____ of "Pretty Woman"

74. Grouchy

75. Posted

DOWN

1. ____ metal
2. Not these
3. Inspect ledgers
4. Smudged
5. Exercise club
6. Composed
7. Infuriate
8. Approached
9. Garment part
10. Actress ____ Stapleton
11. Too
12. Gossip bit
13. Come in last
21. Flaring star
25. Telescope glass
27. GI's hangout

29. SSW's opp.
31. Critic Rex ____
32. Steal
33. Snow coaster
34. Freshwater fish
35. Long (for)
36. Bright sign
37. Physicians' org.
41. The I in TGIF
42. Recipe direction
45. Standard procedure
46. Miscalculate
48. Distinct times
49. Prickly plants
51. Appalled
52. Boil
55. Sandwich shops
57. Wear away
58. Mature
59. Used money
60. Arrogant
61. Tobacco holder
62. Bloodhound's clue
64. Pub missile
68. Pig's digs
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Boredom might stimulate your rebellious
streak today, Aquarius. You could decide to
forego your usual tasks and do something
unusual or unexpected, such as skydiving
or horseback riding. Don't feel guilty if you
decide to do this. We all need to throw cau-
tion to the wind and go for some excite-
ment occasionally. Follow your instincts
and have fun!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Have you been considering working more at
home, Pisces? If so, today you might decide
to do just that. An opportunity could pave
the way for new jobs you could do at home,
in your own space, among your own belong-
ings. This could add to your sense of securi-
ty. The only downside could be if you don't
make the effort, you might never leave the
house. Be sure to get your workout in!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A conversation with a sibling or neighbor
could lead to you making a new friend
today, Aries, probably someone who works
in a creative profession. If you're currently
romantically involved, this person could
become your best friend. If you're unat-
tached, sparks could fly between you and
him or her. You could talk for hours and part
unwillingly. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A change in career could be in the works for
you, Taurus. It might be within the scope of
your current job or an entirely new one. It's
definitely a change for the better. Don't let
insecurity or an attachment to your current
circumstances hold you back. Whatever
opportunities appear at this time may not
come around again for a long while. Think
about it carefully and then follow your heart.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A walk through your neighborhood could
put you in the middle of an unexpected,
interesting event, Gemini. It may be a small
public gathering or an impromptu get-
together, like a protest. Whatever it is, you
could be transfixed by it. Make mental notes
and then write down your impressions later.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Some books you've been reading lately might
excite your desire to study astrology,
numerology, alchemy, or some other occult
science, Cancer. This may not be something
that you'd normally consider, but don't let
that hold you back. Your values have been
shaken up lately anyway, so make the most of
the impulse now. It could transform you in a
subtle way. Go for it!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Boredom might stimulate your rebellious
streak today, Leo. You could decide to
forego your usual tasks and do something
unusual or unexpected, such as skydiving
or horseback riding. Don't feel guilty if you
decide to do this. We all need to throw cau-
tion to the wind and go for some excite-
ment occasionally. Follow your instincts
and have fun!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A virtual class or lecture of some kind could
bring you exciting new information today,
Virgo. This could keep your mind buzzing for
hours, particularly since you may also com-
municate with some interesting people with
whom you can discuss this subject for hours.
Make the effort to take a walk and clear your
head at some point during the day or else you
might be too mentally charged up to sleep.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A future journey may be in the works
right now, Libra. Many changes have
been occurring in your life for a long
time, and they continue today. They
might involve group events or educa-
tional activities. This may be something
you've anticipated for a long time. Your
energy, enthusiasm, and excitement are
high. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

A change in career could be in the works
for you, Scorpio. It might be within the
scope of your current job or an entirely
new one. It's definitely a change for the
better. Don't let insecurity or an attach-
ment to your current circumstances hold
you back. Whatever opportunities appear
at this time may not come around again
for a long while. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

An unexpected opportunity to go on a
long journey, perhaps business-related,
could come to you soon, Sagittarius. A
partner might be involved. Your enthu-
siasm may be almost boundless but
remember that your physical energy
isn't. If you choose to travel right now,
make sure you take necessary precau-
tions. Otherwise, have fun!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Too much hard work and stress could be
taking a physical toll on you today,
Capricorn. But it isn't likely to stop you
from working intently and energetically
on a project that fascinates you. This
enterprise could be personal or job relat-
ed, but whatever it is, the turn it takes is
apt to surprise you. It might not be any-
thing like what you'd planned! Go to it!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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'K
yunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi'
actress Karishma

Tanna is currently seen
playing the role of
Inspector Geeta Tehlan in
Juhi Chawla, Ayesha
Jhulka-starrer web series
'Hush Hush'.

Talking about her expe-
rience working in the se-
ries, she expressed grati-
tude towards director
Tanuja Chandra and said:
"The character of Geeta
will always be special to
me and I would like to
thank Tanuja ma'am for
choosing me to play this
character."

When the project came
to her, she was not sure
about doing it. As she
said: "When Tanuja
ma'am first told me about
the role, I was not sure I
would be able to do justice
to this character but I am
glad to see how things
worked out on screen for
me. I am thrilled to see the
love my character is re-
ceiving and I hope the love
continues for my future

projects too."
The actress, who also

worked in 'Naagin 3',
'Qayamat Ki Raat', 'Kkoi
Dil Mein Hai' added fur-
ther on what she imbibed
as a actor from Tanuja
while working with her in
the series. "Working with
Tanuja ma'am was a won-
derful experience. It has
been a very educational
and enlightening experi-
ence for me to work on a
dark and mysterious
script."

"Additionally, I feel for-
tunate to be on screen
with so many talented and
strong artistes. I'm happy
that people are enjoying
and appreciating my ef-
forts and my performance
as Geeta Tehlan in the
show," she added.

Created by filmmaker
Tanuja Chandra, the
seven-episode thriller is a
story of a set of women
whose lives take a sudden
turn when a secret from
their past comes before of
them. It streams on
Amazon Prime Video.

From ‘Kyunki Saas...’ to
'Hush Hush’, Karishma
Tanna now plays a cop

Neha Kakkar overwhelmed
by the gesture of 'Indian

Idol 13’ contestant

M
egastar Amitabh
B a c h c h a n ' s
granddaughter

Navya Naveli Nanda
along with her mother
Shweta Bachchan Nanda
and grandmother Jaya
Bachchan are seen hav-
ing some interesting con-
versations over topics
like financial freedom,
career, relationship, and
parenting on Navya's
new podcast 'What the
Hell Navya'.

Navya said: "I've al-
ways had my own opin-
ions and my family had
to deal with it," said pod-
cast host Navya, adding
that "My Mom and Nani
are people who speak
their minds with no fil-
ter, and I just took after
them. On my first pod-
cast, I want others to
have a window into our
world while we argue
over serious and not-so-
serious topics." 24-year-

old entrepreneur, Navya
asserted that she is sur-
rounded by women, who
have seen a lot in life, and
thus they often end up
correcting her on many
matters but this is some-
thing that can be seen in
many families where eld-
ers keep checking the
youngsters. I get bashed
a lot on this podcast. "But
hey, I live with women

who have been through a
lot and have experienced
a magnitude of things.
So it's only natural for
them to correct me.
That's how families help
you grow."

Shweta added: "There
is a perception that
women are shy. Society
tells us to be agreeable
and mellow. But we really
aren't, and definitely not

Navya. This podcast has
given us an opportunity
to proudly tell the world
what we think, what we
like, and more important-
ly what we don't like."

Jaya mentioned that
she came to know a lot
about her daughter and
granddaughter through
the podcast and she is
happy with the way
Navya is hosting it.

"I have learned a lot
about my daughter and
granddaughter while
doing this. It was like a
family therapy session,
except that everyone will
be listening in. The pod-
cast actually created a
safe space and I'm proud
of how Navya has been
able to navigate it as a
host." The 10-episode
audio series is dropped on
IVM Podcasts and it is
also available on other
audio streaming plat-
forms.

Navya Naveli gets candid with mom
Shweta, grandma Jaya Bachchan

K
nown for her stel-
lar performances,
Radhika Apte for

the first time graced Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s popular com-
edy show, The Kapil
Sharma Show to promote
her upcoming film,
Vikram Vedha along with
co-stars Saif Ali Khan,
Yogita Bhiyani, Rohit
Saraf, Satyadeep Mishra,
Sharib Hashmi and
Directors - Gayatri and
Pushkar this Sunday at
9:30 pm. With the fresh
new season, host Kapil
Sharma and his naya
parivar are all geared up
to make Radhika Apte's
debut on the show, along
with the cast, a memo-
rable one. Enjoying her-
self to the fullest and
spilling some beans on
her personal life Radhika
would reveal how she de-
cided to go on a date with
her now husband.

Host Kapil asked
Radhika if it’s true that a
cat helped her select her
date. Letting the cat out of
the bag and leaving every-
one surprised, Radhika
Apte will reveal the inci-
dent and says, “This hap-
pened once. There were
two different boys who
asked me out for a date on
the same day. One was my
now husband and one
was the other guy. As I
was confused my room-
mate suggested taking the
cat’s help who always
came to our house to have
food. My roommate and I
kept tuna fish in one bowl
and other fish in another
bowl and decided tuna is
Benedict and if she eats
from the other bowl it’s
the other guy. The cat ate
the tuna fish and I went
on a date with Benedict
and now I’m married to
him. It’s been 12 years
since then.”

Radhika Apte reveals
her first date experience

N
avratri symbolis-
es a nine-day-long
festive celebration

acknowledging the tri-
umph of good over evil,
restoring dharma over
adharma, purifying
negativities, and
cultivating posi-
tivity and holi-
ness. This holy
festival, which
e m p o w e r s
women &TV
female ac-
tors, high-
lights the
s i g n i f i -
cance of
the nine
days of
Navratri
and the
forms of
Devi worshipped by
everyone. These include
Neha Joshi (Yashoda),
Nidhi Uttam (Mala),
Anita Pradhan (Malti
Devi) from Doosri Maa,
Kamna Pathak (Rajesh
Singh), Himani Shivpuri
(Katori Amma), Sapna
Sikarwar (Bimlesh) from
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi), Vidisha
Srivastava (Anita Bhabi)
and Soma Rathod
(Ammaji) from Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai.

Bimlesh in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
Sapna Sikarwar shares,
“The most graceful form
of Navadurga, Devi
Mahagauri, represents
the beautiful and serene
aspect of Nature. As the
Devi represents purity,
cleanliness, endurance,
and peace, worshipping
her helps reduce your
flaws and turns your

mistakes into ashes.
Wearing purple-coloured
clothes on this day is con-
sidered auspicious.”
Ammaji in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
Soma Rathod shares,”
Siddhidatri, the ninth
form of Devi, represents
Siddhi, meaning perfec-
tion. The works of Devi
Siddhidatri help us ex-
plore the complexities of
the mind. She is said to
have supernatural heal-
ing powers and to assist
devotees in making the
impossible possible.
Peacock green is the
colour of this day. It is be-
lieved that one side of
Lord Shiva's body is that
of Goddess Siddhidatri".

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

On Navratri, &TV’s
female artists talk about

‘Naari Ke Nau Roop’
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Coimbatore, Sep 25 (PTI):

West Zone thrashed
South Zone by 294 runs to
win the 2022 Duleep
Trophy here on Sunday,
completing the formalities
before lunch on the fifth
and last day's play.

Set an improbable target
of 529 runs for an outright
win, South Zone were
bowled out for 234 in 71.2
overs, with left-arm
Shams Mulani (4 for 51)
picking up three of the
four wickets to fall on the
final day.

Resuming at 154 for six,
South batters Ravi Teja
and R Sai Kishore defied
the West attack for nearly
two hours. Most of the
South Zone's experienced
batters failed and fell to
the pace duo of Atit Sheth
and Jaydev Unadkat on

the fourth evening, leaving
the team in a hopeless situ-
ation.

Teja (53) batted with re-
solve and was well sup-
ported by lanky Sai
Kishore, who kept the
bowlers at bay for 82 deliv-
eries for his seven.

The duo added 57 runs
in 157 deliveries, handling
the West bowlers with cir-
cumspection. While Teja
got three boundaries and
hit a six, Kishore was con-
tent in defending and
spending time in the mid-
dle.

Medium-pacer Chintan
Gaja broke through with
the score at 203 when he
had Kishore caught by
Priyank Panchal.

Karnataka off-spinner K
Gowtham who joined Teja
made sure the West
bowlers were made to

work hard for more suc-
cess. They added 23 runs
and threatened to extend
the game past the lunch
break. Mulani trapped
Ravi Teja leg before wicket
after he had scored a half-
century.

Basil Thampi (0) was the
next to go, caught by
Sarfaraz Khan off Mulani
before Tanush Kotian had
Gowtham (17) to end
South's resistance.

West Zone had amassed
585 for four before declar-
ing in their second innings
after conceding a 57-run
first-innings lead to their
opponents.

Prolific run-scorer
Sarfaraz Khan recorded a
fine, unbeaten century
(127 off 178 balls) while
Yashasvi Jaiswal made a
monumental 265 in the
second innings to help set

the game up for the
Ajinkya Rahane-led West
Zone.

Kerala Opener Rohan
Kunnummal waged a lone
battle, scoring 93, in
South's second innings.

Meanwhile, West cap-
tain Rahane decided to ask
Jaiswal to leave the field
after opposition batsman
Teja complained of sledg-
ing, which had led to a cou-
ple of warnings.

Brief Scores: West Zone
270 and 585/4 declared in
128 overs (Yashasvi
Jaiswal 265, Shreyas Iyer
71, Sarfaraz Khan 127; R
Sai Kishore 2/157, K
Gowtham 2/235) beat
South Zone 327 and 234 in
71.2 overs (Rohan
Kunnummal 93; Ravi Teja
53, Shams Mulani 4/51,
Jaydev Unadkat 2/28, Atit
Sheth 2/29).

West Zone annexes Duleep Trophy
with big win over South

CCooiimmbbaattoorree:: In a rare act, West
Zone skipper Ajinkya Rahane
ordered his teammate Yashasvi
Jaiswal to leave the field for
disciplinary reasons, setting an
example on the fifth day of the
Duleep Trophy final against
South Zone here.
The 20-year-old Jaiswal had a
great time with the bat, smash-
ing a brilliant double century
to set up a big win for West
Zone in the summit showdown.
However, the same cannot be
said of his time on the field as
he found himself at the centre
of controversy on Sunday. He
was asked by his captain
Rahane to leave the field for
going overboard with sledging
against South Zone batter Ravi

Teja. South batter Ravi Teja had
apparently complained about
the verbal volleys that Jaiswal
was consistently firing at him
as he was fielding close to the
bat.
After being spoken to earlier,
Jaiswal came under fire again
in the 57th over when the on-
field umpire complained about
the young batter's alleged ver-
bal volleys. Jaiswal appeared to
be animated when Rahane had
a word with him with regard to
his action and sent him off,
leaving West Zone with 10 men
on the field. Jaiswal returned
to the field after being away
for seven overs. He was later
declared Man of the Match
after West won by 294 runs.

Rahane sets example, asks Jaiswal to
leave field for sledging rival batter

New Delhi, Sep 25 (PTI):

The BCCI has described
Jhulan Goswami's two
decade-long international
career as "monumental", say-
ing an era has come to an end
with the retirement of one of
women's cricket's greatest
players.
The 39-year-old Jhulan retired
from international cricket fol-
lowing the conclusion of the
ODI series in England, in
which the visitors secured a
first-ever clean sweep to give
the legendary seamer a fitting
farewell. In an international
career spanning over two
decades – the second longest
in women's international
cricket - Jhulan, who made
her debut in 2002, represent-
ed India in 12 Tests, 204 ODIs
and 68 T20Is, picking 355
wickets across formats. "With
Jhulan announcing her retire-
ment from international crick-

et, an era has come to an end.
She took immense pride in
representing India and always
put her best foot forward as
she served Indian cricket with
distinction," BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly said in a press
release. "She was the leader
of India's bowling attack and
her feats will continue to
inspire the present and bud-
ding cricketers. Her contribu-
tion to the game has been
monumental. "While her
inspiring presence on the field
will be missed, her achieve-
ments will continue to moti-
vate the upcoming crick-
eters," Ganguly added.
Jhulan, who went on to play
five ODI World Cups -- 2005,
2009, 2013, 2017 and 2022 --
remains the leading wicket-
taker in the history of the
Women's World Cups. She
also remains the only pacer in
women's cricket to have 250-
plus wickets in ODIs.

End of an era, BCCI says
after one of greatest
Jhulan’s retirement

Chennai, Sep 25 (PTI):

Left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav's sensation-
al hat-trick and Prithvi
Shaw's quick-fire half cen-
tury (77) set up a four-wick-
et win for India 'A' against
New Zealand 'A' in the sec-
ond unofficial ODI to clinch
the three-match series here
on Sunday.

Electing to bat, New
Zealand 'A' were all out for
219 in 47 overs as Kuldeep
picked up the last four
wickets, including the hat-
trick. From 210 for 6, the
visiting team collapsed to
219 all out as Kuldeep ran
amok. After dismissing
Sean Solia for his first scalp
of the match, Yadav picked
up the wickets of Logan
Van Beek, Joe Walker and
Jacob Duffy to complete a
memorable hat-trick. India
'A' chased down the target
with 16 overs to spare to
notch-up a series-clinching
win, reaching 222 for 6 in 34
overs.

The home side won by
seven wickets in the first
match on Thursday. The
third and last match will be
played on Tuesday.

"A hat-trick at any level
is special. This is a very
special one," Kuldeep told
reporters later. Rachin

Ravindra (61 off 65 balls)
and Joe Carter (72 off 80
balls) set the platform for
the Kiwis before Kuldeep
got into the act. The open-
ers -- Chad Bowes (15) and
Ravindra -- set the ball

rolling, putting on 32 runs.
Ravindra was the domi-
nant partner in a 31-run
stand with No.3 Dane
Cleaver (6). Ravindra
played some pleasing shots
and looked set for a big

score before he fell to a
catch by Ruturaj Gaikwad
in the point region off
Rishi Dhawan's bowling
after the score had crossed
the 100-mark. NZ 'A' captain
Robert O'Donnell fell for a
duck to Dhawan, dragging
a delivery on to his stumps
while attempting a pull.
Indian under-19 World Cup
winning player and medi-
um-pacer Raj Angad Bawa
then sent back Tom Bruce
(10) to leave the Kiwis at 133
for 5.

Carter, who was the top-
scorer with an enterprising
72, hit the first six for the
visitors and continued to
push the score along. A
miscued slog off leg-spin-
ner Rahul Chahar (2 for 50)
led to his dismissal.

Solia became Kuldeep's
first victim after a watchful
28 off 49 balls.

In his final over, Kuldeep
got van Beek (4), whose at-
tempted reverse sweep took
an edge and flew to Shaw in
the point region. Next ball,
he had Walker (0) caught
behind by Samson with a
superb delivery and fin-
ished things off by trap-
ping Duffy (0) LBW.

Chasing a modest 220 to
win and seal the series,
Shaw got off to a flier and
smashed the ball around as

the Indian score reached 50
in the seventh over.

There was no stopping
the diminutive Shaw as he
reached 50 from 26 balls
with a sweep shot. He hit 11
fours and 3 sixes in his su-
perlative 48-ball knock.
Gaikwad, who was sedate
in comparison, fell for 30 off
34 balls. The in-form Rajat
Patidar then fell for 20 at
team score of 131 for 2
while Shaw fell to Walker
two runs later.

Skipper Samson went
after the bowling and hit 37
off 35 balls, studded with
four boundaries and two
sixes before a superb div-
ing catch by Chad Bowes
cut short his stay.

Tilak Varma and Bawa
fell for ducks and India 'A'
appeared to be in some
trouble but Rishi Dhawan
(22 not out off 43 balls) and
Shardul Thakur (25 not out
off 24 balls) saw the team
home.

Brief Scores: NZ 'A' 219
all out in 47 overs (Joe
Carter 72, Rachin
Ravindra 61, Kuldeep
Yadav 4/51) lost to India 'A'
222 for 6 in 34 overs
(Prithvi Shaw 77, Sanju
Samson 37, Shardul
Thakur 25 not out, Logan
van Beek 3/46)) by four
wickets.

Kuldeep Yadav hat-trick, Shaw blitzkrieg
help India ‘A’ beat NZ ‘A’ and seal series

India A players R R Dhawan and Shardul Thakur greet each other
after the end of the 2nd unofficial ODI cricket match between
India A and New Zealand A, at MA Chidambaram Stadium, in
Chennai, Sunday, Sept. 25.

London, Sep 25 (PTI):

India women's team cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur
says her side had commit-
ted "no crime" after com-
pleting a first-ever white-
wash in ODIs on English
soil with a legal yet debat-
able run out.

Harmanpreet was re-
sponding to questions on
the run out effected by her
bowler Deepti Sharma at
the non-striker's end to
claim the crucial wicket of
Charlie Dean, after the bat-
ter had backed up too far,
and end England's innings
17 short of the target of
170 in the third and final
ODI here on Saturday.

Batting at number nine,
Dean had staged a dramat-
ic recovery with a fighting
47 and shared a 35-run
stand with No. 11 Freya

Davies to put England
within reach of the target
after the hosts had slipped
to 65 for 7 and then 103 for
8. "Today whatever we

have done I don't think it
was any crime,"
Harmanpreet said at the
post-match press confer-
ence. "It is part of the

game and it is an ICC rule
and I think we just need to
back our player. I'm actual-
ly very happy she was
aware of that, and the bat-
ter she is taking too long a
stride I think. I don't think
she has done something
wrong and we just need to
back her."

The India skipper, who
was named the Player of
the Series, did not agree
that the controversy took
the sheen off the leg-
endary Jhulan Goswami's
farewell game.

"I don't think so, be-
cause, like I said, I don't
think we have done any
crime. I don't think we
need to talk about that be-
cause the first nine wick-
ets were also very impor-
tant and everybody was
working so hard. "It was a
chaseable total but the

way our bowlers bowled
and the whole team put-
ting in the effort, there
were a lot of things to cel-
ebrate other than just
talking about the last
wicket."

Harmanpreet was an-
noyed with the line of
questioning at the presen-
tation ceremony, when the
presenter kept harping on
the the run out, instead of
the Indian team's historic
series triumph that was
built on the back of a ter-
rific all-round display.

"Well, to be honest I
thought you will ask
about the nine wickets
which was not easy to
take as well. It's part of
the game. I don't think we
have done something new.
It shows your awareness,
what batters are doing,"
Harmanpreet said.

Seoul, Sep 25:

Russian Ekaterina
Alexandrova registered a 7-
6 (4), 6-0 victory against top
seed Jelena Ostapenko, who
suffered a foot injury dur-
ing the match, in the final of
the Korea Open on Sunday
to clinch her third WTA
title. It was the second title
of the season for the 27-
year-old Alexandrova, who
is ranked 24th in the world
and was seeded second in
the WTA 250 event in Seoul.
Alexandrova was forced to
play catch-up for most of
the opening set against the
aggressive play from the
former French Open cham-
pion. But with superior
court coverage and better
control on unforced errors,
the Russian rallied from a
break down three times and
also saved a set point to
force a tiebreaker which

she edged to take the open-
ing set.

Ostapenko, who won the
Korea Open title and her
maiden Grand Slam trophy
at Roland Garros in 2017,
suffered a right foot injury
during the second set and
needed a medical timeout to

receive treatment on court.
The Latvian could not

muster much of a fight
after the injury as
Alexandrova breezed
through the set and sealed
the match with a backhand
return winner, her 27th of
the match.

Alexandrova claims Seoul crown
with win over Ostapenko

Ekaterina Alexandrova of Russia holds her winning trophy after
winning against Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia during their final
match at the Korea Open tennis championships in Seoul, South
Korea, Sunday, Sept. 25.

Whatever we have done I don’t think
it was any crime: Harmanpreet

Ho Chi Minh City, Sep 25 (PTI):

Captain Sunil Chhetri
was not happy with the
Indian football team's per-
formance in the 1-1 draw
against Singapore in the
Hung Thinh friendly tour-
nament here on Saturday,
saying his side will need to
go back to the drawing
board for the next game
against Vietnam.

India were the dominant
side with more shots at
Singapore goal, but failed to
convert them, except for
once. "There are many
things that we could have
done better. We missed a lot
of chances, and maybe we
could have defended a little
better. I'm sure the coach
will have a talk with us
about it," Chhetri said after
the match. "Without being
too harsh on ourselves,
there are a few things that
we need to work on."

Asked about India's last
match against Vietnam on
Tuesday, Chhetri said, "We
have watched their match
against Singapore (which
Vietnam won 4-0 on
Thursday). They are really a
good especially at home.
They are one of the most im-
proved sides in Asia in the
last five years. "We have to
really go back to the draw-

ing board and improved our-
selves against Vietnam. We
have to really worked hard.
It is not going to be the same
(as Singapore)," said the 38-
year-old talisman.

Asked about the weather
during the match, he said,
"No excuses from our end
about the weather. We were
here two days ago, and I
must say that the weather is
little different here, but it's
quite nice. "The ground was
great. A lot comes down to
how we played and we need
to do better." Ikhsan Fandi
put Singapore ahead in the
37th minute when his free-
kick from about 25 yards out
took a deflection off the
Indian wall and beat a div-
ing goalie Gurpreet Singh
Sandhu who could lay a
hand on the ball but failed to
stop it from entering the net.

Singapore's joy lasted jut
six minutes as Ashique
Kuruniyan equalised in the
43rd minute off an assist
from Chhetri.

Jeakson Singh made an
interception in the
Singapore half, passed the
ball to Chhetri, who put
Kuruniyan through on goal.
Kuruniyan calmly slotted
the ball home with a left-
footed grounder which beat
Singapore goalie and cap-
tain Hassan Sunny.

Chhetri not happy with
Indian team’s performance

against Singapore
London, Sep 25 (PTI):

Going by the ICC manu-
al, India all-rounder
Deepti Sharma's run out of
Charlie Dean in the third
ODI was perfectly legal,
but it still divided opinions
with some backing it and
Englishmen, such as
Stuart Broad and James
Anderson, expressing
their annoyance.

The Indian women's
team beat England at
Lord's to sweep the three-
match series and give a fit-
ting farewell to the leg-
endary Jhulan Goswami
on Saturday. However,
bowler Deepti running out
Charlie Dean to claim
England's last wicket, after
the batter had backd up,
caused a controversy.
Dean was backing up
when Sharma stopped in
the middle of her bowling
action to run out the batter
for 47 runs with the target
just 17 runs away. The dis-
missal is perfectly legal ac-
cording to laws of the
game. "I find the debate of
the Mankad really inter-
esting. So many views
from either side. I person-
ally wouldn't like to win a
match like that, also, very
happy for others to feel dif-
ferently," Broad tweeted.

Run out perfectly
legal, but still

leaves opinions
divided

20 B’deshis arrested 
in Goa for illegal stay

Panaji, Sep 25 (PTI): 

Twenty Bangladeshi nation-
als have been arrested in Goa
for allegedly staying illegally
without any valid documents,
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
said on Sunday. Speaking to re-
porters here, Sawant said the
arrests were made in different
parts of the coastal state over
the last one week.

The arrested immigrants,
who were found without any
valid identity cards, will be de-
ported to their home country,
he said. "The police have arrest-
ed 20 Bangladeshis staying ille-
gally in the state and search is
on for more such persons,"

Sawant said, adding that the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs
has been informed to initiate
the deportation process.

The chief minister also ap-
pealed to people not to rent out
their premises without cross-
checking the antecedents or fill-
ing the tenant verification
forms. Meanwhile, Sawant
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for acknowledg-
ing the efforts taken during the
Swacch Sagar, Surakshit Sagar
campaign in Goa, and said the
Centre and the state govern-
ment have been working on
keeping the beaches clean.
Human chains were formed on
different beaches in the coastal
state as part of the cleanliness
campaign launched on
September 17.

‘World seeing India as 
inspirational place in space sector’
Chennai, Sep 25 (PTI): 

The world is looking at
India as an inspirational
place with what the coun-
try has achieved in the
space sector in the last 60
years, chairman of Indian
Space Research
Organisation S Somanath
said on Sunday. Somanath
said he was witnessing a
great transformation in
the sector by bringing in
startups, incubating them
in space technology and
bringing great applica-
tions to develop rockets
and satellites.

"The whole world is
looking at India as an in-
spirational place and it is
wonderful to see what is

happening in India, espe-
cially in the space sector,
with the startup eco sys-
tem," he said at the 18th
convocation of the SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology at
Kattankulathur near
here. Somanath, who also
received the honorary de-
gree of Doctorate of

Science (honoris causa) in
recognition of his contri-
bution to the field of sci-
ence, said, "We always be-
lieved (others) but others
never believed we can do
such things -- building
rockets and satellites in
this country ourselves --
besides having a large per-
centage of our own contri-
bution (of satellites) to
build them over the years
and to have self-sufficien-
cy in having our own
satellites and rockets and
placing them in orbit."
"We have 50-plus satellites
of our own currently op-
erating and at least three
of the rockets are ready to
fly at anytime from our
own soil," he said.

Fatehabad (Haryana), Sep 25 (PTI): 

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Sunday
called for uniting all oppo-
sition parties, including
the Congress and the Left,
to take on the BJP and
said this "main front of
opposition" will ensure
that the saffron party
loses badly in the 2024 gen-
eral elections.

If all non-BJP parties
unite, then they can get
rid of those who are work-
ing to destroy the country,
Kumar said at a mega
rally organised by the
Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) here to mark for-
mer deputy prime minis-
ter Devi Lal's birth an-
niversary.

He accused the BJP of
trying to create "Hindu-
Muslim disturbances" in
society to benefit political-
ly. There is no real Hindu-

Muslim conflict in society,
he said, adding that some
mischief-makers are there
everywhere.

A large number of
Muslims chose to remain
in India after the Partition
in 1947, he added. Kumar
suggested that an opposi-
tion front cannot be envis-
aged without the Congress

and the Left parties, and
urged leaders on the dais,
including some with a
strong anti-Congress his-
tory, to work for a larger
unity.

INLD leader Om
Prakash Chautala,
Shiromani Akali Dal's
Sukhbir Singh Badal, both
with a long history of

fighting the Congress,
were on the stage with
other senior leaders such
as NCP's Sharad Pawar,
CPI(M)'s Sitaram Yechury
and Arvind Sawant of the
Shiv Sena.

Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister and RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav was also
on the stage in what was
seen as a step towards
unity among non-BJP par-
ties. However, no one from
the Congress attended 
the rally.

Kumar asserted that the
need of the hour is a main
front of all opposition par-
ties and not any third
front, a reference to non-
BJP and non-Congress
parties. "Then such a front
will win handsomely," he
said. While leaving the
rally venue, Kumar told re-
porters he was not a con-
tender for the prime min-
ister's post.
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̈̈ To be deported soon

‘Need of hour is one front of all Oppn parties’

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar addresses a rally, in Fatehabad, Sunday.

Fatehabad (Haryana), Sep 25 (PTI): 

As several opposition
leaders came together on
one stage here, NCP supre-
mo Sharad Pawar on
Sunday said the time has
come for everyone to work
towards ensuring a
change of the government
at the Centre in 2024.
Referring to the stir
against the agri laws, he
said farmers committing
suicide is not a solution
and that the real solution
would be to bring about
the change in government.

Farmers staged protests
on the borders of the na-
tional capital, but the cen-
tral government did not
heed to their demands for a

very long time, Pawar said
here at a mega rally organ-
ised by the Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD). The rally
was also attended by Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and Shiromani

Akali Dal's Sukhbir Singh
Badal among others.
Pawar said farmers and
youths committing suicide
is not a solution, but the
real solution is to bring
about a change and every-

one must strive for a
change of the government
at the Centre in 2024. He
said the central govern-
ment had promised to
withdraw cases filed
against farmer leaders, but
it has not fulfilled it as yet.

At the same rally, Nitish
Kumar also called for unit-
ing all non-BJP parties, in-
cluding the Congress and
the Left, to take on the BJP
and said this "main front
of opposition" will ensure
that the saffron party loses
badly in the 2024 general
elections. Kumar also said
he was not a prime minis-
terial candidate. "There is
no question of a Third
Front. There should be
one front including
Congress, then we can de-
feat BJP in 2024," he added.

‘Time has come to work towards
ensuring change of govt’

NCP chief Sharad Pawar, SAD President Sukhbir Singh
Badal and CPI (M) General Secretary Sitaram Yechury dur-
ing a rally organised by Indian National Lok Dal (INLD) on
the occasion of 109th birth anniversary of former deputy
PM Devi Lal, in Fatehabad, Sunday.

In 2024

16 civic bodies in
Telangana bag

Swachh Survekshan
2022 awards

Hyderabad, Sep 25 (PTI):
Sixteen urban local bodies
from Telangana clinched
awards in the Centre's
Swachh Survekshan 2022,
an official release from the
state government has said.
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao said
the achievement is a reflec-
tion of the efforts put by the
Telangana government for
urban development, the re-
lease issued on Saturday
night said. The latest rank-
ings were announced by the
Union Ministry of Housing
and Urban Development.
Rao reminded that
Telangana has also won 13
awards in various cate-
gories under the Swachh
Bharat Mission Gramin.


