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Dehradun, Sep 24 (PTI) 

The body of Ankita
Bhandari who worked in
an Uttarakhand resort
was recovered from a
canal on Saturday, police
said as the ruling BJP
swung into action to expel
its leader whose son, the
main accused, owned the
property and the adminis-
tration began demolishing
the structure.

Outrage over the killing
of the 19-year-old, who
worked as a receptionist in
the Vanantara resort in
Pauri district's
Yamkeshwar block owned
by Haridwar BJP leader
Vinod Arya's son Pulkit
Arya, escalated as details
emerged of her trauma in
the days preceding her
death. Violent protests
erupted in areas sur-
rounding the resort with
locals breaking glass
panes and some trying to
torch a pickle factory in its
premises. However, the
fire did not spread much
as the weather was cloudy.

BJP's Yamkeshwar
MLA Renu Bisht's car was
also attacked near the
Cheela canal close to
Rishikesh from where the
young woman's body was
recovered, six days after
her parents found her
missing from her room.
However, the crowds,
seething with anger, suc-
ceeded only in breaking
the rear windscreen of her

car and Bisht was escorted
to safety by police person-
nel. Bhandari had been
under pressure from
Pulkit Arya who was ar-
rested on Friday with re-
sort manager Saurabh

Bhaskar and assistant
manager Ankit Gupta and
sent to 14 days judicial cus-
tody to provide "special
services" to guests,
Director General of Police
Ashok Kumar said.

Mandi (HP), Sep 24 (PTI):

The voters of Himachal
Pradesh have made up
their mind to repeat the
BJP government in the
state as their counterparts
in Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand had done a
few months, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Saturday.

Modi addressed a rally
of the BJP youth wing in
Mandi via video-confer-
encing as he could not
reach the venue by heli-
copter due to inclement
weather. Earlier, the voters
in Uttar Pradesh and

Uttarakhand followed a
tradition of changing the
governing party every five
years, but they have now
given up this practice.

Similarly, the voters and
the youth of Himachal
Pradesh have made up

their mind to repeat the
BJP government as they
know the BJP can provide
a stable government and
can work in the direction
of developing the state.

Earlier, there were coali-
tion governments in the

country for decades which
created doubts in the
minds of people of the
world that the government
of multiple parties would
collapse midway, he said.

However, eight years
ago in 2014, the voters

voted for a strong and sta-
ble government at the
Centre which has brought
stability in work culture
and policies. A strong
foundation is now ready
and an ordinary person of
the country and the world
have faith in the govern-
ment, that is why the en-
tire world is now keen to
connect with India, he
added. The 'Yuva Vijay
Sankalp Rally' was organ-
ised at Paddal Maidan in
Mandi, the home district
of Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur, ahead of assem-
bly polls in the state sched-
uled for later this year.

Mumbai, Sep 23 (PTI): 

In a shot in the arm for
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena faction, the
Bombay High Court on
Friday granted it permis-
sion to hold its annual
Dussehra rally at the iconic
Shivaji Park ground in cen-
tral Mumbai.

For the Thackeray fac-
tion the development has a
symbolic value as Shivaji
Park is associated with the
Sena since its birth, and his
group is locked in a tussle
with the rebel group led by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde to
establish itself as the `real'
Shiv Sena. The Shinde fac-

tion had also sought per-
mission to hold the rally at
the same venue on the same
day (October 5), and op-
posed the Thackeray
group's petition in the high
court. Welcoming the rul-
ing, Thackeray appealed
his supporters to maintain
discipline while attending
the rally on Dussehra.

Thackeray supporters
celebrated the ruling out-
side the Sena's headquar-
ters in Dadar, close to the
Shivaji Park, as well as near
Thackeray's residence
Matoshree in Bandra and
in neighbouring Thane.

Kiran Pawaskar,
spokesperson of the Shinde
group, said they were con-
templating moving the
Supreme Court in appeal.

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on Saturday
got the nomination form for
the AICC presidential poll col-
lected from the party head-
quarters here with sources
saying he is likely to file his
papers on September 30.
Tharoor's close aide Aalim
Javeri collected the forms
from the office of the party's
central election authority
chairman Madhusudan Mistry
on the first day of the start of
the nomination process, all
but confirming an electoral
face-off for the top party
post with Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot. The
nomination form is likely to
be filed by Tharoor on the

last day of the nomination
process on September 30 as
the idea is to collect nomina-
tion-endorsing signatures
from across the country,
sources told PTI.
A total of 10 Pradesh
Congress Committee dele-
gates are needed to endorse
a candidate.
After over two decades, the
Congress is set to see a con-
test for the post of party
chief with Gehlot, who has
announced his candidature,
expected to take on Tharoor.
Tharoor on Monday had met
Sonia Gandhi and expressed
his intention to contest the
poll. The Congress president
conveyed she would stay
"neutral" in the elections,
according to sources.

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The CBI has taken four-
day custody of former
Mumbai Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Pandey in connection with
the alleged illegal phone
tapping of NSE employees
by his information tech-
nology firm, officials said
on Saturday.

Pandey was already in
the judicial custody of
Enforcement Directorate
in connection with probes
against him.

The CBI approached a
special CBI court here
seeking his custody in con-
nection with the tapping
case which was granted
for four days during which
he will be interrogated by
the agency, the officials
said.

U’khand murder
sparks protests

Angry people broke the rear window of Yamkeshwar MLA Renu
Bisht's car in protest against killing of Ankita Bhandari. 

The Uttarakhand police chief
on Saturday said that the 19-
year-old receptionist, whose
body was fished out from a
canal on Saturday, was being
pressured by the resort
owner to provide "special
services" to guests.
DGP Ashok Kumar said that
this much has been known
from the girl's chat with a
friend of hers. Earlier, a
Facebook friend of the recep-
tionist, had reportedly said
that his friend was killed
because she refused to have
sex with guests as demanded
by the owner of the resort
where she worked.

DGP reveals why 
receptionist was killed

Outrage over the killing of the
19-year-old, who worked as a
receptionist in the Vanantara
resort in Pauri district's
Yamkeshwar block owned by
Haridwar BJP leader Vinod
Arya's son Pulkit Arya, esca-
lated as details emerged of
her trauma in the days pre-
ceding her death. As the rip-
ples of anger spread, Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami promised that no one
would be spared and that a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) headed by Deputy
Inspector General P Renuka
Devi had been constituted to
probe all aspects. 

BJP leader, 
son expelled 

‘Himachal voters to repeat BJP govt’

PM Narendra Modi addresses the 'Yuva Vijay Sankalp' rally, via video conferencing. 

CONG PREZ POLL

Tharoor to file 
nomination on Sep 30

CBI arrests 
ex-Mumbai police

chief Sanjay Pandey 

MORAL VICTORY FOR UDDHAV

HC allows Uddhav-led Sena
faction to hold Dussehra rally 
̈ At Shivaji Park
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Baghel expressed displeasure over
poor condition of roads 

Raipur, Sep 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
expressed displeasure over
the poor condition of roads
in the state at a review
meeting of PWD officers at
his residence office on
Saturday. Despite sanction
of the funds, no road repair
and maintenance works
were carried out which
showed negligence, he said.
He instructed the officials
to complete the under-con-
struction roads expedi-
tiously. Patchwork should
be done wherever required
on the roads, he said and

added that the condition of
the roads would be re-
viewed again after a week.

The officials informed
that Chhattisgarh Road and
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Corporation
Ltd. will complete construc-
tion of 150 roads and 15
bridges by December 2022,
160 roads and 20 bridges by
March 2023, 74 roads and 25
bridges by June 2023 and 34
roads and 5 bridges by
December 2023. This way
483 works will be completed
by December 2023 out of 520
works, they said.

It was informed in the
meeting that construction
work is in progress on
Katghora-Hardibazar-
Baloda-Akaltara road in
Korba district by
Chhattisgarh Road and
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Corporation
Limited. Renovation of
C h a n d r a p u r - D a b h r a -
Kharsia-Dharamjaygarh-
Pathalgaon road under dis-
trict Raigarh is also in
progress. The works of
roads and bridges under
various schemes are being
completed expeditiously.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Public Works
Department Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Additional Chief Secretary
Subrat Sahoo, CM’s
Secretary Siddharth Komal
Singh Pardeshi, Finance
Department Secretary
Alarmeimangai D, Dr S
Bharthidasan, Energy
Department Secretary
Ankit Anand, CM’s Deputy
Secretary Soumya
Chourasia, CGRIDCL
Managing Director
Saransh Mittar and other
officers.

Tasneem defeated Malvika to enter into final

Raipur, Sept 24: Tasneem
Mir defeated no 1 rank play-
er Malvika Bansod with the
score of 21-16,14-21, 22-20 to
enter into the final of the
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Trophy Indian
International Badminton
tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Badminton
Association (CBA) here on
Saturday. She will face
Samia Imad Farooqi in the

final match who defeated
Purve Barve with the score
of 22-20, 21-15 in the semi-
final match here.

Similarly, Shubhnaker
Dey defeated Aditya Joshi
with the score of 21-15, 11-21,
21-11 to enter into the final
match of the tournament.
Priyanshu Rajawat from
India defeated U Igarshi
from Japan with the score of
21-16, 21-15 to enter into the
final of Men’s category.

In the Women’ double
semi-final match, the pair of
Puja Dundu and Arti Sara
Sunil defeated the pair of

Navya Kanderi and Rakshi
with the score of 21-15, 13-21,
21-13 to quality for the final.
In the mixed doubles event,
the pair of Rohan Kapoor
and Reddy N Sikki defeated
the pair of Gaus Seikh and
Manisha to enter into the
final whereas the pair of
Ratyaopol and Chasini
Korpeo from Thailand de-
feated the pair of Ishan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha
Cristo to enter into the final
of the tournament.

In the Men’s double event,
the pair of Ishan Bhatnagar
and Sai Prateek defeated the

pair of Siddharth Elengo
and T Hema Nagendra with
the score of 15-21, 21-12, 21-13
to enter into the final where-
as the pair of Krisha Prasad
Garag and Vishnuvardhan
Gaud defeated the Thailand
pair to enter into the final.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel would be the chief
guest of the final matches
and prize distribution cere-
mony to be held on Sunday
afternoon whereas former
All England Badminton
champion P Gopichand
would be present as special
guest.

Munat dares Govt to probe
Skywalk through SC judge

Raipur, Sept 24:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Spokesperson and
former Public Works
Minister Rajesh Munat on
Saturday dared the state
government to conduct
the investigation through
retired Justice of
Supreme Court on much-
talked Skywalk construc-
tion instead of resorting
to cheap politics.

Talking to a section of
media persons here fol-
lowing the Congress
leader requesting Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to conduct high-level
probe on the Skywalk con-
struction, the former
PWD Minister Rajesh
Munat said that the Chief
Minister lacks vision of
development and can only
level allegations instead of

taking the works.
He said that present

Congress government has
taken to take decision
even after four years in of-
fice on the incomplete
Skywalk whereas the
state government has all
the details as well as offi-
cers know each and every
thing about the project.
Munat also took a dig on
failure to start the

Expressway which is
under repair for more
than four years for just a
small technical repair
work.

BJP spokesperson fur-
ther stated that instead of
resorting to politics, the
Chief Minister Baghel
should ensure completion
of several works which
were sanctioned by erst-
while government.

Doorstep delivery of nearly 13 lakh smart card-based
registration certificates, driving licenses 

Raipur, Sep 24: In a bid to
ensure that people don’t
stand in queues and wait for
their turn or make multiple
rounds of the transport of-
fices, the “Tuhar Sarkar
Tuhar Dwaar” facility is
being implemented by the
Transport Department cov-
ering doorstep delivery of
various transport related
services.

Under the scheme being
operated as per directions of
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel and Transport
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, more than 12.95 lakh
smart card-based registra-
tion certificates and driving

licenses have been delivered
to the doorstep of appli-
cants since June 2021. This
includes 08 lakh 68 thou-
sand 527 smart card-based

registration certificates and
04 lakh 26 thousand 247 driv-
ing licenses.

Continuous monitoring
of the same is being done by
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar for the
orderly operation of this
scheme. Under this, 22
transport-related services
are being provided to the
people at their doorstep.
Under this public-centric fa-
cility, people no longer need
to make multiple rounds of
the transport offices for get-
ting their work done. This
saves both money and time
for the applicants.

Transport Department of-
ficials informed that a
helpline number +91-75808-
08030 has been issued by the
department to make this
service more accessible.
The service is available
from 10 am to 5.30 pm on all
working days. Applicants
can also get the desired in-
formation by sending their
queries to the e-mail id cg-
parivahandispatch@gmail.
com. Right now on average
100 calls are being received
per day seeking informa-
tion related to the driving li-
cense and registration
process, taxes, and fees.

State govt to introduce legal provisions
to control online gambling and betting

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 24:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has instructed DGP
Ashok Juneja to take
stringent steps to curb the
social menace of gam-
bling and betting in the
state. He has directed to
draft necessary legal pro-
visions and procedures
for taking strict measures

to effectively ban various
forms and platforms of
gambling and betting in
the state. This will act as a
base for making strict
laws to prevent the illegal
activities of gambling
and betting.

M e a n w h i l e ,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government has been
taking active steps to curb
gambling and betting
across the state.
Necessary instructions
are being given from time
to time in this regard. The
state police is taking strict
action to prevent gam-
bling and betting.
However, people have now

started using online plat-
forms for gambling and
betting purposes to avoid
any legal action. Stressing
on the need for bringing a
foolproof law to curb on-
line gambling, Baghel
said “Online gambling
has become one of the
fastest growing sectors
today. However, due to the
lack of any legal provi-
sion and clear course of
action, it cannot be effec-
tively controlled. Taking
a step ahead, the govern-
ment will now draft nec-
essary legal provisions
and procedures to curb
online gambling and bet-
ting.

CM seeks centre’s nod for 2G
ethanol refinery in state

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has urged Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to
grant approval for a com-
mercial and a demonstra-
tion project through oil
marketing companies for
the production of ethanol
in the state from surplus
paddy. Besides, he has also
requested to give a nod for
the establishment of a 2G
ethanol refinery.

In his letter addressed to
Shah, Chief Minister gave
reference to the meeting of
the central region of the
Inter-State Council held on
August 22, 2022. Baghel said

that “in the said meeting I
have requested setting up
refinery by Oil Marketing
Company of Government
of India under Pradhan
Mantri JI-VAN (Jaiv
Indhan – Vatavaran
Anukool Fasal Awashesh
Nivaran) Yojana in the state
for bioethanol production
from lignocellulosic bio-
mass for disposal of crop

residues.”
He added that the esti-

mated annual production of
crops especially paddy in
Chhattisgarh is 137 lakh
MT (Kharif marketing year
2022-23). All favorable condi-
tions are available in the
state for setting up lignocel-
lulosic biorefinery.

Chief Minister further
stated in the letter that the

‘BaStrategic Partnership’
can be adopted by the state
government’s urban bodies
and Gauthan Samitis to
provide lignocellulosic bio-
mass through backward
linkage. The targets set for
the fulfillment of the objec-
tives of the scheme will
help in reducing environ-
mental pollution caused by
the burning of agricultural
residues and solid waste
management in urban
areas.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has asked Shri Amit
Shah to take necessary ac-
tion for setting up a 2G
ethanol refinery in the state
while granting approval for
a commercial and a demon-
stration project through oil
marketing companies for
ethanol production in the
state from surplus paddy.

FRESHER PARTY AT MAHANT COLLEGE

Mahant Laxminarayan Das College students dancing to musical beats to enjoy fresher party organized at the 

college campus on Saturday.

Writes to Union
Home Minister 

CM instructs DGP to
make strict rules to
curb online gam-
bling and betting

 ‘Tuhar Sarkar Tuhar
Dwaar’

AIIMS-R celebrates 10th Foundation
Day with sapling plantation drive

Raipur, Sep 24: All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences celebrated its
10th Foundation on
Saturday with a sapling
plantation drive. The
Institute is going to start
Renal transplants within a

month, and there is also
IVF facility going to be
started soon. AIIMS has
also introduced an e-file
system to reduce the time
processing files for official
work.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.

Nagarkar, Director,
marked the occasion with
a sapling plantation at the
Residential Complex in
Kabir Nagar and at
Medical College. ‘Within
10 years, AIIMS-R has suc-
cessfully marked its pres-
ence among national med-
ical institutes. 49 ranking
in NIRF exhibits our com-
mitment to excellence. 4.45
lakh patients visited OPD
last year, which has dou-
bled in the last five years.
We had 7510 major surger-
ies and 6370 minor surger-
ies last year. 18000 patients
get benefits under
Ayushman Bharat Yojana
and 1500 birth at Obs and
Gyne department. IPD
witnessed more than
30,000 patients during this

period. We are going to
start renal transplant and
IVF facility soon, he
added. AIIMS has 125
seats in MBBS and 75 in
BSc (Nursing). There are
35 super specialty MD and
MCh seats available
across 14 departments.
‘More seats in the super
specialty will ensure con-
sultants in all major disci-
plines, Prof. Nagarkar
said. During the sapling
plantation Anshuman
Gupta, Deputy Director
(Admin.), Prof. Alok C.
Agrawal, Dean
(Academics), B.K.
Agarwal, Financial
Advisor, medical students,
and senior officers also
participated in the drive.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director planting a sapling 

during the 10th Foundation Day program in AIIMS.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 24:
Pantsulaia Levan from
Georgia continues to
maintain lead in the
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Trophy Chess
for Grand Masters and
International Masters
being organized under

the aegis of Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Chess
Association (CPCA) here
on Saturday after Round
5. Paichadze Luka from
Georgia is the third posi-
tion followed by
Savchenko Boris from
Russia in 4 and
Krasenkow Michal from
Poland in 5th position.

Pantsulaia maintains lead in
CM Trophy Chess tournament

Chhattisgarh CM
Trophy finals today



Prayer meet 
MMuummbbaaii:: Raju
Srivastava's family on
Saturday announced that
a prayer meet in memory
of the comedian-actor
will be held on
September 25.
Srivastava, one of the
popular names in the
comedy and film circuit,
died on Wednesday at the
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
after 41 days in hospital.

Electrocution 
PPaakkuurr:: A 55-year-old man
and his 25-year-old son
were killed due to elec-
trocution in Jharkhand's
Pakur district, police said
on Saturday. The incident
took place at Ilami village
under Pakur Muffasil
police area in the inter-
vening night of Friday and
Saturday, the police said.
The deceased were iden-
tified as Farjan Seikh and
his son Sharif Seikh.

Bribe 
JJaaiippuurr:: A block develop-
ment officer (BDO) and
three others were arrested
on Saturday for allegedly
taking a bribe of Rs 5 lakh
in Rajasthan's Alwar dis-
trict, an Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) spokesperson
said. BDO Netram posted in
Rajgarh, and middlemen
Lokesh Meena, Krishnkant
Meena, and Jaipratap Singh
had demanded bribe of Rs
9 lakh to clear outstanding
bills of Rs 14 lakh of the
complainant.

Factory fire
GGwwaalliioorr:: A fire erupted at
a shoe factory in Madhya
Pradesh's Gwalior on
Saturday and 30 workers
were evacuated safely
from the premises, an
official said. The blaze
broke out at a unit manu-
facturing plastic shoes at
Tansen Nagar in the
afternoon, additional dis-
trict magistrate (ADM)
Ichchhit Gadpale said.
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BRIEF

A man uses a plastic sheet to
shield himself as it rains, in

New Delhi, Saturday.

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE MATERIAL

Massive CBI crackdown

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The CBI on Saturday car-
ried out searches at 59 loca-
tions across 21 states and a
Union Territory in an in-
ternationally coordinated
law-enforcement crack-
down on online circulation
of Child Sexual Abuse
Material (CSAM), with offi-
cials here saying more than
50 suspects in the country
are under the scanner.

The raids, part of
Operation 'Megha Chakra',
were launched after the
agency registered two cases
under relevant provisions

of the Information
Technology Act based on
inputs from the Crime
Against Children (CAC)
unit of Interpol, based in
Singapore, which had re-
ceived it from the New

Zealand Police, the officials
said. The agency is ques-
tioning suspects about illic-
it material found on their

electronic devices so as to
identify the victims and the
abusers, a CBI spokesper-
son said.

"It was alleged that a
number of Indian citizens
were involved in circula-
tion/downloading/trans-
mission of Child Sexual
Abuse Material (CSAM)
using cloud-based storage,"
the CBI spokesperson said
after the Saturday raids
were over. "The said infor-
mation received in Interpol
from Law enforcement au-
thorities of New Zealand
was analysed and devel-
oped by CBI, and suspected
persons were identified to
locate and disrupt further
distribution," the
spokesperson said.

̈ 59 locations raided
across country The raids, part of Operation

'Megha Chakra', were
launched after the agency
registered two cases under
relevant provisions of the
Information Technology Act
based on inputs from the
Crime Against Children
(CAC) unit of Interpol,
based in Singapore, which
had received it from the
New Zealand Police.

Why raids...

Operation 'Megha Chakra' is
one of the major CBI-led
global operations in recent
times as a rapid response to
online child sexual exploita-
tion with international link-
ages and organised cyber-
enabled financial crimes,
where victims, accused,
suspects, conspirators are
located across global juris-
dictions, requiring a interna-
tionally coordinated law-
enforcement response.

Operation 
‘Megha Chakra’

Chandigarh Univ Video Case

Chandigarh, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The Punjab Police on
Saturday said it has arrest-
ed an Army man in con-
nection with the
Chandigarh University
case, in which it was al-
leged that a hostel record-
ed several objectionable
videos of girl students in
the common washroom.

Punjab Director
General of Police Guarav
Yadav said Sanjeev Singh
was nabbed from
Arunachal Pradesh. He
will be produced before a
Mohali court. "Crucial
breakthrough in the

#ChandigarhUniversity
case with the assistance of
the #Army, #Assam &
#Arunachal Pradesh
Police. Accused Army per-
sonnel Sanjeev Singh ar-
rested from Sela Pass,
Arunachal Pradesh.
Transit remand obtained
from Ld CJM Bomdilla for
production before Mohali
court," said the DGP in a
tweet. He was suspected of
blackmailing the accused
woman student, said the
DGP. Yadav said based on
forensic and digital evi-
dence, a Mohali police
team was dispatched to
Arunachal Pradesh to ar-
rest the accused.

Police also obtained a
two-day transit remand of
the accused from the court

of chief judicial magis-
trate (CJM), Bomdila.
"The guilty in this case
will not be spared and jus-
tice will prevail," said the
DGP. Police had earlier ar-
rested three people, a girl
student and two men, from
Himachal Pradesh.

Protests had rocked the
university campus in
Punjab's Mohali last week
over allegations levelled
by students that a hostel
inmate recorded several
objectionable videos of
students in the common
washroom. Some students
had even claimed that the
videos were leaked. The
university authorities,
however, dismissed these
allegations as "false and
baseless".

Army man held from Arunachal 
̈ Fourth arrest 

in case

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The Enforcement Directorate on
Saturday said it has attached
the factory plant, machinery,
land and plots of a Rajkot-based
company as part of a money
laundering investigation against
it for alleged bank loan fraud to
the tune of Rs 44 crore. The pro-
visionally attached assets of the
company called Mandeep
Industries are worth Rs 16 crore,
the agency said in a statement.
The attachment order has been
issued under sections of the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA). The money launder-
ing case stems from a CBI FIR
against the company and the
complaint alleged it "defaulted
in repaying loans to the Union
Bank of India causing an undue
loss to the tune of Rs 44.64 crore
to the bank."

BANK FRAUD

ED attaches
assets of Rajkot

company

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Sixty-nine of the top 100 JEE-

Advanced rank-holders have

secured a seat in the Indian

Institute of Technology (IIT),

Bombay, continuing the trend of

past several years.

Of these, 68 have chosen Computer

Science Engineering while one has

opted for "Engineering Physics".

According to statistics available

with the Joint Seat Allocation

Authority (JoSAA), 93 top candi-

dates had chosen IIT Bombay as

their first preference, and 69 of

them made the cut in the first

round of seat allocation for the IITs.

Twenty-eight candidates among the

top 100 have got admission in IIT

Delhi and three in IIT Madras. Last

year, 62 of the top 100 Joint

Entrance Exam-JEE (Advanced)

rank-holders got into IIT-Mumbai,

up from 58 in 2020. Sixty-two can-

didates among the top 100 had

joined IIT Bombay in 2019 while the

number was 59 in 2018.

JEE-Advanced 
toppers continue to
head to IIT Bombay

̈ Computer Science
top choice

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: Chemical
Society has been inaugu-
rated at the Mohan Lal Jain
Government College,
Khursipar. Here it needs a
mention that the College is
conducting postgraduate
course in chemistry

since the year 2018. In
which 30 seats have been
earmarked for the students
from the beginning.
Presently PG Semester-1
and Semester-3 students
have taken admission. The
Head of Department of
Chemistry, Dr Alka Shukla
told that all the seats were

full and the chemical socie-
ty was inaugurated on
September 22 in the chief
hospitality of Dr Aarti
Gupta, Head of
Department of Chemistry,
WW Patankar Government
Girls' College, Durg.
Madam Gupta also deliv-

ered a lecture on the topic
"Metal Cluster" and provid-
ed the students with impor-
tant notes .

Quiz competitions and
speeches were also organ-
ized on this occasion and
oath was administered to
all the office bearers of the

chemical society. Whose
names are as follows:
Chairman: K Aarti
Devangan, Vice president:
Avneesh K Tiwari,
Secretary: Chandrakala
Sahu and Secretary
Vandana Lahere Treasurer
Duo Chhaya Netam and CH
Divya.

The Head of the
Department, Dr Alka
Shukla told about the im-
portance of doing PG in
Chemistry and the various
programs being conducted
by the council. At the end of
the program Arju, guest
lecturer of the Department
thanked the guest.

TPO of St Thomas College organises Job Expo
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: The
Training & Placement
Office of St Thomas
College, organised a Job
Expo on career opportuni-
ties in SBI Life Insurance.

Shekhar Patel was the
resource person on this oc-
casion who thoroughly dis-
cussed the Job Profile and
future prospects in the
said company. He said that
SBI Life is a great opportu-
nity for the students dur-
ing their pursuance of
higher studies as it gives
them flexibility to work in
comfort of their time
schedule with significant
amount of monetary re-
turn and work experience
of established company.
He also said that working
with SBI Life can bring
massive exposure to future
job enrichments and

growth in an individual's
career. More than 100 stu-
dents from Science, Arts,
Commerce and
Management backgrounds
attended this Job Expo. Dr
MG Roymon, Principal

and Rev Father Dr Joshi
Varghese appreciated the
effort of the organizing
team. Dr Pratik Kumar
Sharma, Tulika Harshit
and Dr Suruchi Parkey co-
ordinated this programme.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: Every ef-
fort is being made with the
help of Indian Railways to
tide over the crisis arising
out of shortage of stock of
imported hard coking coal
at SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant.

To overcome the short-
age of coal, efforts are
being made to facilitate
availability of Coking coal
rake on priority despite
the busy railway route. For
this, the officials of Bhilai
Steel Plant and Indian
Railways are in constant
touch and efforts are being
made to make the coal
stock adequate.

Production was affected
partially due to reduction
in availability of imported
hard coking coal for the
past few days at Bhilai
Steel Plant and the push-
ing of coke in the coke

ovens had to be reduced.
To deal with this situa-

tion, continuous loading of
imported hard coking coal
from Visakhapatnam port
is being done with the help
of Indian Railways and ef-
forts are being made to fa-
cilitate supply of Coal rake
at Bhilai on priority.

There is an improve-

ment in stock position of
Coking coal in the last two-
three days and the situa-
tion is likely to further im-
prove in the coming few
days. With the joint coordi-
nation of BSP and the
Railways, every effort is
being made to overcome
this crisis.

It is worth mentioning

that the use of imported
hard coking coal is impor-
tant in the process of steel
production at Bhilai Steel
Plant. Coke is produced by
heating in Coke ovens
mixed with Indian coking
coal and this Coke and the
gases obtained as ancillary
products have a special
role in steel production.

Due to shortfall in the
stock of imported coal in
the Plant, coke pushing in
Coke ovens and supply of
Coke to Blast furnaces and
gas supply to furnaces of
other mills were affected.

In collaboration with
Indian Railways, imported
hard coking coal collected
at Visakhapatnam port is
being loaded and trans-
ported to Bhilai Steel Plant
in the last two days. The
stock of imported Coking
coal is improving gradual-
ly as compared to the earli-
er position.

With the availability of
coke, production in Blast
furnace is being in-
creased. It is expected that
sufficient quantity of coal
rakes will be supplied in
the coming days and the
present situation will im-
prove and production will
be normalized.

Ore Handling Plant creates
new despatch record

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: Anirban
Dasgupta, Director
Incharge (BSP) visited
SAIL-BSP's Ore Handling
Plant (OHP) to congratu-
late team OHP for  its best
ever performance on
September 23, 2022. OHP

achieved daily despatch of
more than 40280 Tonnes of
Raw Material to various
consumer shops overcom-
ing various challenges in
this monsoon season. This
record surpassed the pre-
vious best record of
38330T achieved on
September 10, 2022.

Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) was also present
to congratulate and moti-
vate the OHP team to
achieve the 41000T of dis-
patch record in a day. All
the concerned agencies
were appreciated for sup-
porting OHP for creating
this record.

CM to unveil statue of Maharaja Agrasen in Sector 6
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is going to attend the
Maharaja Agrasen
Jayanti celebrations at
Agrasen Bhavan in Sector
6 on September 26. He will
unveil a life-size marble
statue of Maharaja
Agrasen and inaugurate
the newly constructed
dome shed.

While addressing
media persons here on
Saturday, Agrasen
Jankalyan Samiti
President Bansi Agrawal
informed that the statue
of Maharaja Agrasen has
been bought from Jaipur.

He added that Agrasen
Youth Club has taken the
responsibility of
Maharaja Agrasen

Jayanti celebrations this
year. Various events are
being organised for the
last one week under this
programme. He further
added that the Agrasen
Bhavan has completed its
five decades of existence
and now it will appear in
a new look.

Youth Club President
Madhur Agrawal in-
formed that various
games and competitions
have been organised. The
centre of attraction will
be the Housie in which
prizes worth Rs 2 lakh
will be distributed. Many
members of the samaj

have come forward to
sponsor the prizes. He
added that the Youth Club
has been recently consti-
tuted in which the couples
of upto 45-years of age
have been included.

Media I/c Ashish
Agrawal informed that a
grand procession will be

taken out on September 25
around 10:00 hrs. About 70
cars, band parties, etc will
be the part of this proces-
sion. Dilip Agrawal in-
formed that the celebra-
tions are being organised
after a gap of two years.
Hence, the celebrations
are being organised on a
grand scale. Anand Mela,
sports competitions etc
have been organised.

Anil Agrawal,
Jaikishan Agrawal,
Kailash Agrawal, Girish
Bansal, Dinesh Lohia,
Ashish Gupta,
Vishnudutt Singhal,
Anup Bansal, Ghanshyam
Das Agrawal, Goverdhan
Agrawal, Sharad
Agrawal, Dinesh Singhal,
Vikas Agrawal and others
were present in the press
conference.
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Police arrests fake power bill scamster from Jharkhand
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24:
Pushpendra Gajendra, a
resident of Sundar Nagar
in Supela, realised that
something was seriously
amiss when Rs 148030 was
debited from his bank ac-
count after he was asked
to clear his unpaid elec-
tricity bill.

Earlier he had received
a Whatsapp message from
an unsuspecting mobile
number mentioning that
the electricity supply will
be disconnected tonight
due to an unpaid power
bill.

It was further stated
that to avoid disconnec-
tion, the customer has to
contact the power compa-
ny executive on the mo-
bile number mentioned in
the message. Due to gen-
uine fear, he made a mo-
bile call on that number.

Impersonating an elec-
tricity company official,
the person on the other
end asked Gajendra to
contact another senior of-
ficial. When the victim
contacted the second per-
son, he made him down-
load an application "Quick
Support" after which Rs
148030 was deducted from

his bank account. Later he
lodged an FIR at Smriti
Nagar Chowki.

Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava gave in-
structions to his subordi-
nates after which ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and
DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui formed a team by
including Inspector
Santosh Mishra (I/c
ACCU), Inspector
Durgesh Sharma (SHO,
Supela), Inspector Rajesh
Sahu (SHO, Bhilai) and
Sub-Inspector Yuvraj
Deshmukh (SHO, Smriti
Nagar Chowki).

The police team con-
ducted technical analysis
of the mobile numbers
used by the unknown ac-
cused. The details of the
bank accounts used by the
accused to transfer the
amount were obtained. It
was found that some mo-
bile numbers were regis-
tered with the bank ac-
counts.

Almost all the mobile
phones used in the inci-
dent were switched off
after the incident.
Thorough technical analy-
sis indicated the presence
of the accused at Jamtara
in Jharkhand.

A joint team of Anti
Crime and Cyber Units
and Police Stations led by
ASI Shamit Mishra, ASI
Babulal Sahu, ASI
Surendra Singh Rajput,
Head Constable Santosh
Mishra, Constable
Shahbaz Khan, Rakesh
Chaudhary, Bhavesh Patel
and Sushil Chaudhary
was sent to Jamtara. The
team stayed about 50 km
away from Jamtara and
made efforts to trace the
accused hiding in a re-
mote hilly and inaccessi-

ble area.
The police team

changed the number
plates of their vehicle and
got mixed with the locals.
Soon the identity of the
accused was ascertained
as Mukesh Mandal (27)
son of Suresh Mandal a
resident of village Jhiluva
Tola, Kharbani Police
Station, Narayanpur
Jamtara (Jharkhand). The
team further discovered
that the accused Mukesh
Mandal was caught earli-
er by Jamtara Police and

sent to jail in the year 2020
in some case of cyber
fraud.

They immediately ac-
quired a photograph of
the accused from local po-
lice. The team located the
accused and monitored
his movements and the
places of visit. It was dis-
covered that the accused
visits a Mutton Shop daily
to purchase meat. Dressed
as local villagers, the cops
maintained vigil on the
shop and managed to ar-
rest the accused when he

reached the shop to pur-
chase meat.

During primary inter-
rogation, the accused
tried to mislead the cops
but soon confessed to have
committed the crime.
Mukesh Mandal informed
that he is studied upto
class 9th and learnt the
cyber fraud from the peo-
ple of nearby villages. He
made his own team of
cyber thugs.

He worked with his as-
sociates Ajay Mandal,
Akshay alias Pintu

Mandal and Ranjit
Mandal. Mukesh Mandal
created an App ID by con-
tacting the developer
from the customer care of
Google. They used to pur-
chase data of 10000 mobile
numbers for Rs 1000-1500.

Ajay Mandal and
Akshay Mandal, imper-
sonating as electricity de-
partment officials, used to
send messages on
Whatsapp on those mo-
bile numbers with warn-
ing of power disconnec-
tion.

When someone contact-
ed them on the given mo-
bile numbers, they would
get an application named
"Quick Support" down-
loaded on the victim's mo-
bile. They used this App
to access the mobile
phone of the victim and
conduct money transac-
tions. Ranjit Mandal man-
aged and operated the
Bank Account.

They shared the duped
money among them-
selves. In the case of
Pushpendra Gajendra,
the accused transferred
Rs 148030 from the vic-
tim's account to Kotak
Mahindra Bank and MPL
Gaming App. Later, the
amount transferred to the

bank was withdrawn by
Ranjit Mandal. Police
seized 02 nos Android mo-
biles and SIM card, one
laptop, and Rs 35500 from
the possession of the ac-
cused.

Police tried to trace
Ajay Mandal, Akshay
alias Pintu Mandal and
Ranjeet Mandal but they
had escaped after the ar-
rest of Mukesh Mandal.
The absconding accused
are being traced with the
help of Police Station
Jamtara. The accused
Mukesh Mandal was ar-
rested from Jamtara and
brought to Durg on tran-
sit remand.

ASI Shamit Mishra,
Head Constable Santosh
Mishra, Chandrashekhar
Banjir, Constable
Shahbaz Khan, Rakesh
Chaudhary, Bhavesh
Patel, Vikrant Yadu,
Javed Khan and Dinesh
Vishwakarma from Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit
Durg, ASI Babulal Sahu
from Smriti Nagar
Chowki, ASI Surendra
Singh Rajput and
Constable Sushil
Chaudhary from Bhilai
nagar Police Station
played a vital role in solv-
ing the case.

BSP-Indian Railways come together to overcome coal crisis 

Chemical Society inaugurated at Mohan
Lal Jain Government College, Khursipar

Country is paying huge price for 
non-implementation than framing policies
P resently, it has be-

come latest 'VOGUE'
among so-called policy
makers and politicians to
discuss, make, propagate
numerous bunch of poli-
cies from almost all
'NOOKS AND CORNERS'
whether its- Education,
Health, Upliftment of
D o w n t r o d d e n ,
Infrastructure, life-style,
public Amenities, or other
public welfare schemes
and so on……….The
politicians appear to be
born-Talented personali-
ties, though they are not
in making policies but un-

fortunately only handful
of them think of its com-
plete implementation
from SCRATCH TO
SHINE and its
Applications for target
section of the people for
whom these policies are
made, have almost got fed-
up with meaningless man-
ifesto, ineffective procla-
mations and non-viable
declarations of schemes
and policies either by
Government machineries
or Business Houses due to
ineffective implementa-
tion in true 'LETTER
AND SPIRIT'. In order to

appear effective and gen-
uine in the lives of the
people we must change
our Thought process,
working patterns every-
where, irrespective of its
importance and priorities,

ensuring need-based com-
pletion of projects that too
within TIME-BOUND
frames. Therefore, in real
sense Its High time for
drastic changes on imple-
mentation part rather
than only making policies
without any vested inter-
est neither by individuals
nor institutions and other
functioning bodies of the
State and Central
Governments.

- GV Rajshekher Rao,
Principal, TATA DAV

Public School, Sonadih,
Baloda Bazar

GV Rajsekhar Rao
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DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn,,  SSeepp  2244::  Standing
crop in the farms of farmers
near the Sheonath River area
was washed off due to not
opening of Darri Anicut Gates
after floods in Sheonath river
few days back. On the other
hand, the local administration

and government is not trying to
accept their fault and due to
fault between two depart-
ments, the farmers are made to
face the music and face mas-
sive loss for their yearly income. 

So now after the incident
where the parties have entered
into allegations and counter alle-
gations, but the farmers have
not got any relief so far and still
the cutting of soil due to water
flow is going on and due to
which the land area is regularly
decreasing. On the other hand,

the farmers have put forth a de-
mand before the state govern-
ment and administration that re-
filling on their land be done and
repair works be carried out on
war-footing. It is notable here
that on Sept 12, 2022, the flood-
ing in Darri Matia anicut be-
cause of floods in Sheonath river
came as huge loss for the farm-
ers who have taken crop nearby
this area. 

As the gates of the anicut
were not opened and due to
which the standing crop of the

farmers was lost in flood waters
and due to lack of instructions
from higher authorities, the cut-
ting of soil from river was still
continues till date. 

Though there is regular visit
of officers and employees after
the washing away of crop and
land of farmers in the region, but
the most surprising thing here is
that the active MLA has so far
not even visited to check the

amount of loss or damage to
the crop to the farmers or
even tried to come to console
the during trouble times.
Though MLA Daleshwar Sahu
during talks with our repre-
sentative informed that he is
a responsible person and do
not prefer to play politics on
such issues. It is a major issue
and let the report come he
will pay visit to the site and
conduct on the sport physical
verification and would meet
the affected farmers as well.  

Naxalite carrying Rs 5
lakh reward arrested 

Central Chronicle News

SSuukkmmaa,,  SSeepp  2244:: A 27-year-old
Naxalite carrying a reward of
Rs 5 lakh on his head was ar-
rested by the security forces
in Sukma district, police said
on Friday. Madvi Bheema
alias Mohan was apprehend-
ed in the jungles between
Gondpalli and Upampalli vil-
lages, under Polampalli po-
lice station limits, on
Thursday night, Sukma su-
perintendent of police Sunil
Sharma said.

A joint team of the Central
Reserve Police Force's (CRPF)
74th battalion, District
Reserve Guard (DRG) and
local police, which was out on
a search operation, nabbed
the accused, he said. Madvi
carried a reward of Rs 5 lakh
on his head and was involved

in several Naxal-related inci-
dents, the official said. Madvi,
who joined the outlawed out-
fit in 2009, had served in vari-
ous capacities in the organi-
sation and was active as the
area command-in-chief
(ACM) of the Kerlapal Area
Committee, he said.

The accused Naxalite was
involved in several incidents
of violence, including the 2011
attack on the security forces
in Bijapur in which two jawans
died, killing of villagers and
firing on police party, the offi-
cial said. A muzzle-loading
gun, five detonators, three
gelatin rods, a cordex wire, a
multi-meter, a compass, a
radio, four batteries and other
materials were recovered
from the accused, he said,
adding that 23 warrants were
pending against him.
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G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Sep 24:
National Science Seminar
is organized every year for
school students to develop a
sense of nationalism
among students across the
country, to create scientific
research, analytical apti-
tude among students, to
provide a platform for ex-
change of ideas of emerg-
ing scientists. The program
is being edited online till
the zone level.

In the same accordance,
block level National
Science Seminar was or-
ganized on the topic
"Science for Sustainable
Development - Challenges
and Prospects". In the semi-
nar organized in online
mode, 42 participants from
the development block
Gourela presented, in
which first place Manvi

Mishra, Class 9th, Seges
Semra, second place
Shaurya Raj Robinson,
Class 8th Seges Semra,
third place Yogendra Singh
Class 10th, Gurukul School.
From development block
Pendra first place went to
Vivek Rajak Class 10th
Seges Pendra English
Medium, second place was
Anita Rathore Class 10th

Shas High School
Bacharwar, third place was
Ku Meenakshi Kanwar
Class-10th, Shas High
School, Bacharwar. From
development block
Marwahi first place went to
Kishan class 10th Shas
High School Bhaskura, sec-
ond place Namrata Uike
class 10th, Shas High
School Bansital, third place
Rajkumar Class 10th Shas
High School Pandri.Mr.
Vishwas Govardhan,
Harish Sharma,
Parmanand Tandon,
Akhileshwar Sonwani,
Rajesh Kumar Soni, Balu
Ram Ogre, Rahul Kori,
Santosh Thwait, Gyan
Singh Yadav, Ravindra
Yadav were the judges.
District level seminar and
model exhibition will be or-
ganized on 22/09/2022 at
District Institute of
Education and Education
Pendra.

Everyone's participation is necessary in 
taking the society forward: Amitesh
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Fingeshwar, Sep 24:
Annual convention cum
meet of Chhattisgarh
Nishad Samaj was held
here, and in this event,
apart from Fingeshwar,
thousands of social work-
ers from Devbhog
Mainpur Chura
Gariaband and
Mahasamund Raipur
were present. The pro-
gramme started with the
worship of Lord Shri Ram
Janaki in the presence of
all the heads of the society.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief guest of the
programme, Ex-
Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister
and MLA Rajim Vidhan
Sabha Amitabh Shukla
said that today Nishad so-
ciety has emerged as more
self-reliant and stronger

than ever before and there
has been a lot of change in
today's Nishad society, the
main reason for this is ed-
ucation, and desire to
move forward in the peo-
ple, due to which take ad-
vantage of the schemes
run by the government
from time to time.

In his address, an an-
nouncement was made to
give 10 lakh rupees for the
construction of Nishad

Samajik Bhawan at
Lalpur Ahta. Speaking
with the pleasure of the
c h a i r m a n s h i p ,
Chhattisgarh Nishad
Samaj State President,
Parliamentary Secretary
and Gundardehi MLA
Kunwar Singh Nishad
said that along with edu-
cation, mutual coopera-
tion towards each other
and our traditional busi-
ness like fish farming and

many more schemes at the
government level should
be used with priority.

The conference was also
addressed by M.R. Nishad
President Fishermen
Welfare Board and  Nagar
Panchayat President
Jagdish Yadu.On this oc-
casion Janaki Nishad
State Secretary, Manohar
Nishad State Treasurer,
Kunti Nishad Sarpanch
Parsadkala Omprakash

Banchore Alderman
Deepak Shriwas
Councilor Bhavsing Sahu
President District
Congress Committee
G a r i a b a n d
Bhubaneshwar Nishad
Vice President District
Gariaband Moti Ram
Nishad President Khuteri
Chak Gajendra Nishad
Member State Executive
Kailash Nishad and many
others.

Cleaning of streets and 
plantation of saplings by NSS
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Dongargarh, Sep 24:
Taking a pledge to clean
the streets and plantation
in Banbod, dependent vil-
lage of Bhandarpur
Karela, the students of
National Service Scheme
unit, did leveling, cleaning
of primary school, cleanli-
ness on both sides of the
main road, cleaning on
both sides of Anganwadi
and Gauthan to start the
drive.

The cleaning work was
done through shramdaan.
Sarpanch Lalit Verma ob-
served the work of the vol-
unteers, after which the
volunteers were made
aware of the responsibili-
ty of their work. The vol-
unteers planted flowers by
making beds in the pri-
mary school. During this,
Madhu Chakradhari
teacher played his part to
encourage the volunteers.

To awaken the rural

people, Kumari Komin
Kumari Dule Shwari tried
to create an awareness
message by writing on
walls in mural form.
Cleanliness was done all
around the Anganwadi
and little children were
told about cleanliness by
cutting nails by Kumari
Damini Nirmalkar.
Program officer Rajesh
Thakur said that after con-
ducting a survey in the vil-

lage, the problems here
would be taken to the high-
er office.

On this occasion, the
young women of the vil-
lage assisted in the work of
volunteers. Preeti Satrupa
Nandani Kajal Payal
Veena Kavita Revati
Hemin Gauri Hina Roshni
Kirja Sangeeta Kanak
Lata and other Sangh ser-
vants were present in this
program.

Chouskey College of Science and
Commerce celebrates NSS Day
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Bilaspur, Sep 24:
Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce cel-
ebrates NSS foundation
day on September 24, 2022
at Swami Vivekananda
Auditorium, Chouksey
Group of Colleges' Main
Building.

The programme was
concluded in the presence
of Chief Guest Dr. Sudhir
Sharma, Registrar, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee University,
Bilaspur as well as In the
program, the Managing
Director of the institution,
Ashish Jaiswal , gave good
wishes to the students on
the National Service
Scheme Foundation Day as
well as provided guidance
to the students to serve the
nation and succeed in their
new life.

Dr. Sudhir Sharma,

Registrar of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee University, who
came as the chief guest of
the program, gave valuable
information about the ob-
jectives of the National
Service Scheme as well as a
message to the students to
be punctual.

Shri Manoj Sinha, pro-
gramme coordinator,
National Service Scheme,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
University, Bilaspur, at-
tended the programme as a
special invitee, gave infor-
mation about the history of
NSS and sent his best wish-
es to all the college volun-
teers, as well as all the serv-
ice work and programmes
carried out by the National
Service Scheme at the uni-
versity, provided detailed
information.

In the program,
Gyaneshwar Kashyap
(NSS Coordinator,

Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce)
provided information
about all the activities and
service work done by the
National Service NSS wing
of the college in the last 4
years, as well as all the ac-
tivities done in the past
years in the college's adopt-
ed village of Mohda.

Information was provid-
ed in detail. Through
Sukanya Samridhi Yojana,
special work was done for

planting saplings, cleanli-
ness, making people aware
of cybercrime, and cele-
brating road safety week
for the welfare of society.

Ashutosh Pande,
Registrar, Chouksey
College of Science &
Commerce and Dr.
Mantosh Kumar Sinha,
Principal of Chouksey
College of Science and
Commerce, thanked every-
one. Guests invited Chief
Guest Dr. Sudhir Sharma,

Registrar, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee University,
Bilaspur and Shri Manoj
Sinha, Programme
Coordinator, National
Service Scheme, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee University,
Bilaspur by the Hon'ble
Managing Director were
honoured with memen-
toes. The programme was
conducted by Dr. Abhishek
Agrawal (Head of Arts
Faculty) on the foundation
day of NSS College.

On the foundation day of
the National Service
Scheme, Er. Ashish
Jaiswal, Managing
Director of Chouksey
Group of Colleges, and all
the professors sent heart-
felt congratulations and
well wishes to the coordina-
tors and volunteers and en-
couraged them to do this
kind of noble work in the
future also.

Block Level National
Science Seminar organized

‘Farmers lose crop due to not opening of Anicut gates’

p Accepts the Department
concerned; cutting of
soil still continues

The District Panchayat team
comprising of mmeber Jagriti
Yadu, Indumati Sahu who
reached to conduct inspection
said that the land of the farmers
be re-established and demand
for it will be made from the local
administration and the state gov-
ernment. Apart from this by
forming a team, the matter will
be seriously investigated and
due action will be demanded for
those found guilty. Along with
them, BJP Mandal President
Ramkumar Gupta, Chuneshwar
Sahu, Chunni Y Yadu and affect-
ed farmers were present.

SDO Honey Singh from WRD who reached the site held heavy rainfall
and sudden release of water from Mongra as the main reason behind
farmers losing standing crop. He informed that all the Anicuts are
opened before rains, but this was not opened. Just near this Anicut there
is an Intake valve of PHE and if it does not rains for 4-5 days  and if the
water -level is below 1 mts, then the PHE department's water -level is
not maintained and due to which the gates have to be closed. At the
same time, due to sudden filling of water, the gates cannot be opened
and since the keys of the Anicut gates are with both the departments. He
also accepted that the responsibility of opening of gates is with WRD.

Shri Shivnath from Rajnandgaon, President Regional Development
Samiti DC Jain, organisation secy. RK Thakur, V-P Harjit Singh Bhatia
and member Kacharu P Sharma came down heavily against the admin-
istration and departments on huge loss to the farmers and said that this
human mistake can never be forgotten by the victims. The regional
public representatives, officers who were having the responsibility of
the safety and opening of gates of the Anicut should take up the re-
sponsibility of re-making of farms of the affected farmers for next 5 yrs
and its maintenance as well. 
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Raipur, Sep 24: Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey visited the
dependent village Salfipadar
of Lanjoda, the Gram
Panchayat adopted by her dur-
ing her stay in Bastar. During
this, she said that in 2019, I
had adopted this village on re-
quest by the women of this vil-
lage for the development of

the village. Since then this vil-
lage is continuously develop-
ing till date. For the develop-
ment of the village, the dis-
trict administration
Kondagaon has made
arrangements for road,
boundary wall in the school,
water tank, solar light, em-
ployment. Apart from this,
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industries Park is being estab-
lished by merging Lanjoda
and Sulphipadar villages, for
which an assistance of Rs 2
crore has been proposed by
the state government, which

will not only provide employ-
ment to the villagers but also
give a new identity to the vil-
lage. Today this village is de-
veloping as a model village for
other villages. The cultivation
of black pepper being done
here is not only generating
employment opportunities,
but the economy of the vil-
lage is also getting support.
Governor Ms. Uikey spent a
long time in Salfipadar vil-
lage, also interacting with the
women and children there.
On this occasion, the
Governor presented choco-

lates to all the children of the
primary school and interact-
ed with them and also encour-
aged them. All the villagers
were very excited and happy
with the arrival of the
Governor. The villagers of
Salfipadar village had painted
the entire village pink as
Governor coming to the vil-
lage. Seeing this, Governor
Ms. Uikey expressed her hap-
piness. The rural women on
behalf of the entire village
thanked the Governor for de-
veloping their village and im-
proving their lives. On this oc-
casion, the Governor hon-
oured Kumari Harshita
Chaturvedi, studying in class
IV, with a certificate of appre-
ciation for planting 111
saplings and protecting them.
She said that the effort made
by this girl is definitely a mes-
sage for the entire country
and the state. She said that
Harshita is an inspiration for
environmental protection.
Governor Ms. Uikey also
planted a coconut sapling in
the primary school premises
of Sulphipadar village.
Collector Mr. Deepak Soni,
DIG Mr. Balaji Rao, District
Panchayat CEO Mr.
Premprakash Sharma,
District President Farasgaon
Ms. Sheeshkumari Chinap,
District member Ms. Rekha
Netam and Sarpanch Ms.
Anita Netam were present on
this  occasion.

Women’s efforts to protect trees
are exemplary: Governor

Rural economy is
getting strong due
to the cultivation of
black pepper

Raipur, Sep 24: On the
initiative of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
after the decision taken in
the cabinet on September
6th, the blueprint of
Chhattisgarh Olympics
has been prepared. In this
regard, the Sports and
Youth Welfare Department
has prepared a complete
action plan, which has
been released. The respon-
sibility of organizing
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
to be held in six levels has
been entrusted to
Panchayat and Rural
Development and Urban
Administration and
Development Department.
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will start from  October
6th, 2022, which will end on
January 6th 2023 at the
state level. At present, 14
types of traditional sports
have been included in the
team and singles category.
It is noteworthy that as per
the vision of Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel, ini-
tiative has been taken to
encourage traditional
sports activities in rural
and urban areas in
Chhattisgarh. On one
hand, the participants

from Chhattisgarhia
Olympics will get a plat-
form. At the same time,
awareness about sports
will increase in them and
sportsmanship will devel-
op. Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
in rural areas and Urban
Administration and
Development Department
in urban areas have been
made the nodal depart-
ments for organizing
Chhattisgarhia Olympics.

According to the guide-
lines and action plan is-
sued regarding
Chhattisgarhia Olympics,
the traditional sports com-
petitions of Chhattisgarh

will be held in two cate-
gories. In this, party and
single category have been
determined in terms of
sports disciplines. 14 types
of traditional sports have
been included in
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
2022-23. In this, sports dis-
ciplines like Gilli Danda,
Pittool, Sankhali, Langdi
Run, Kabaddi, Kho-Kho,
Towing and Banti
(Kancha) have been includ-
ed. At the same time, the
sports mode of single cate-
gory includes Billas, Fugdi,
Gedi race, Bhanwara, 100
meter run and Long jump.
Six levels have been set in
Chhattisgarhia Olympics.

According to these levels
there will be stages of
sports competition. In this,
the first level in the village
will be of Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club. The second level is
the zone, in which there
will be a club consisting of
8 Rajiv Yuva Mitan clubs.
Then at the development
block/urban cluster level,
district, division and lastly
the state level sports com-
petitions will be organised.
The first Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club level event in
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will be held from October 6
to October 11, 2022. At the
same time, the zone level
events will be played from
October 15 to October 20,
2022. Games will be organ-
ised at the block level from
October 27 to November 10.
Competitions will be held
at district level from
November 17 to November
26. The event at the divi-
sional level will be held
from December 5 to
December 14. At the state
level, the last phase of
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will be played from
December 28, 2022 to
January 6, 2023. The age
group in Chhattisgarhia
Olympics is divided into
three categories. In this,
the first category is up to
the age of 18 years, then up
to the age limit of 18-40
years, while the third cate-
gory is for those above 40
years of age. There will be
participants in both men’s
and women’s categories in
this competition.

Chhattisgarhia Olympics from October 6
Decision of
Chhattisgarhia
Olympics was taken
in the cabinet on
the initiative of
Chief Minister Shri
Bhupesh Baghel.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 24: In a bid
to provide a safe environ-
ment for women in the
state, the Chhattisgarh
government is going to
start an innovative cam-
paign named ‘Humar
Beti-Humar Maan’ in the
direction of women’s safe-
ty. This initiative aims to
protect the honor of
women, provide them
with a convenient and
safe environment, and ed-

ucate them about their
rights. Tweeting about
this information today,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has said in rela-
tion to this campaign that
“daughters are our honor;
daughters are the founda-
tion of bright future of
the state. A just, progres-
sive, and empowered soci-
ety is the one which se-
cures its women, only
such society can be on the
path of progress”.

Under the women-cen-
tric campaign of ‘Humar
Beti-Humar Maan’,
women officers and em-
ployees of the state police
will visit schools and col-
leges in all the districts of
the state and will create
awareness on subjects
like women’s legal rights,
good touch, bad touch,
molestation, sexual abuse,
cybercrime, and social
media. These women offi-
cers will also educate the
girls on matters like
crime prevention and
rights.

Moreover, special
women police patrolling
will be done in girls’
schools, colleges, and
prominent places where
women and girls are pres-

ent. A helpline number
will also be issued for the
‘Humar Beti Humar
Maan’ campaign, on
which the daughters of
the state will be able to
register their complaints,
their problems, and re-
port any kind of misbe-
havior or crime they have
faced, which will be
processed on a priority
basis.

It has also been decided
by the state government
that the investigation of
crimes related to women
will be done on a priority
basis only by women in-
vestigators. The responsi-
bility of ensuring that the
investigation of such of-
fenses is completed with-
in the stipulated time and
the challan is presented in
due time will be under the
IG range. Also, girls in
schools and colleges will
be educated on how to use
the application that has
been launched for
women’s safety. The Chief
Minister concluded by
saying that there is hope
that this campaign will
prove to be a revolution-
ary step in the direction of
enhancing women’s safe-
ty and dignity in the state.

A just and progressive society is the
one that secures its daughters: Baghel

Ch’garh govt to
start ‘Humar Beti-
Humar Maan’ cam-
paign for the safety
of daughters

Special women
police patrolling
will be done in girls’
schools, Colleges
and prominent
places with the
presence of women

A mobile number
will be issued for
‘Humar Beti Humar
Maan’ helpline

PPaarrssaa,,  SSeepp  2244::  With the help of
Adani Foundation, these farmers
have adopted modern cultiva-
tion techniques and practice
organic farming.

Mahinath Singh, a farmer
from Parsa in Chhattisgarh, cul-
tivates on an area of 3 acres of
land. Till now, he has been fol-
lowing the traditional methods
of farming which resulted in low
output. However, today he is
part of a Farmers Club, which
was formed with the goal of
organic farming.

As we celebrate World
Environmental Health Day on
September 26, discussions
about sustainable living and
environmental consciousness
are at its peak. And what’s more
fascinating is that such talks are
no longer just limited to the so-
called conscious or woke seg-
ment of the society in our coun-
try. Even in rural areas of our
country there is a rising aware-
ness today, especially among
the farming communities about
the environmental harm that is
caused by large-scale agricul-
ture, which is the backbone of
our economy and a major source
of livelihood for rural popula-

tion.
In Mahinath’s case, after

receiving trainings through
workshops and training pro-
grammes, he became aware of
the importance of organic paddy
farming using SRI (System of
Rice Intensification) method,
organic wheat farming and veg-
etable farming.

“Equipped with the knowl-
edge of organic farming, mod-
ern cultivation techniques and
with the support of and techni-
cal guidance from the Adani
Foundation, I was able to suc-
cessfully implement paddy
farming through SRI Method,
organic wheat farming and veg-
etable farming in the field. I also
went to exposure visits that
helped me get on-field experi-
ence of organic farming,” he
says.

Cultivating paddy through SRI
method has marked a significant
rise in productivity as compared
to the traditional methods of
cultivation.

“By using chemical fertilizers,

the output was around seven
quintals, while organic fertilizer
yields five quintals. But crops
grown using chemical fertilizers
are sold at a lower rate as com-
pared to organically grown
crops. Hence, we make up for
the lesser quantity produced
with the earnings we get. In
fact, we make 1.5 times more
profit,” Mahinath adds.

Located in Surguja district,
Parsa comes under Parsa East
Kete Basen (PEKB) mines area
which was allocated to
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam limited (RRVUNL) for
captive coal mining. Adani
Foundation runs various devel-
opment-oriented projects here
under the corporate social con-
cerns of RRVUNL in all the vil-
lages covered under the PEKB
mines. Under this project, pro-
gram for quality education,
health, livelihood promotion and
rural infrastructure develop-
ment are being run by the
Foundation. At the same time
organic farming techniques are
taught to the farmers to improve
their yields and income. The
Adani Foundation works with
farmers to upgrade their skills
and equip them with organic
techniques, so that they can
earn a higher amount sustain-
ably.

Farmers take up organic
farming using SRI

 In Parsa block in
Ch’garh

Raipur, Sep 24: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey dur-
ing her stay in Bastar in-
spected the Shilpnagari lo-
cated at district headquar-
ter Kondagaon. During
this she met the craftsmen
engaged in craft manufac-
turing at Shabari
Emporium. The Governor
witnessed the process of
making artifacts of
Belmetal Crafts and Wrote
Iron Crafts, where she

called the entire
Kondagaon as Shilpnagari
while inspecting the arti-
facts made here and
praised them as incompa-
rable. Ms. Uikey asked to
give wide publicity to
other people by teaching
the 24-hour diyas made by
Ashok Chakradhari in ter-
racotta craft to others.
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey asked  to prepare a
systematic action plan for

their development in view-
ing  of the process of mak-
ing Dhokra crafts with
Bell metal on which
Collector Deepak Soni in-
formed that for the devel-
opment of craftsmen in
the district, an action plan
for Rs 1 crore amount has
been prepared, for which
Artisian Producer
Organization of craftsmen
has been formed in the dis-
trict. In which only the
craftsmen have been ap-
pointed as the chairman
and members, who will
work to create a better en-
vironment for themselves.
Equipment and raw mate-
rials will be made avail-
able for their training and
promotion of art through
the assistance amount. On
which the Governor asked
to ensure that the benefits
reach all the craftsmen,
while running the action
plan soon. The Governor
planted saplings in the pri-
mary school premises.

Governor Ms. Uikey inspected
Shilpnagari Kondagaon

Raipur, Sep 24:
Reiterating government’s
commitment to phase out
identified single use plas-
tic items which have low
utility and high adverse
environmental impact,
Muthoot Microfin Ltd,
Raipur branch,
Chhattisgarh organised
Anti plastic awareness
campaign and distributed
cloth bag as a part of its
CSR activity. Muthoot
Microfin Ltd, Raipur
branch conducted an
awareness program relat-
ed to issues of plastic use
of environment and its im-

pact on human and ani-
mals life as uncollected
plastic waste has emerged
as a serious threat to the
environment. On the occa-
sion under the guidance of
Sr AVP, Manmohan Pillai,
Chief Manager Venkat
Subaiya along with other
staffs of branches distrib-
uted paper bags of differ-
ent sizes to the women
folks and house wife’s in
diffirent locations of
Raipur, considering the
adverse impacts of single
use plastic items on both
terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems.

Muthoot Microfin launches
awareness campaign on

Single Use plastics

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  SSeepp  2244:: Many vil-
lages of Bastar district do not
even have adequate means of
food and drinking water and
now school children have
taken a unique initiative by
opening a ‘Food Bank’ in their
school which is making head-
lines today. In fact, just 15 km
from the district headquar-
ters, Karitgaon Higher
Secondary School has opened
a ‘Food Bank’ in the school by
collecting donations to satis-
fy the hunger of their peers
who do not bring tiffins for
school children. Children who

are unable to bring refresh-
ments or tiffins from their
homes in a hurry to come to
school can satisfy their
hunger by buying food from
the ‘Food Bank’. Facility has
been given in this ‘Food Bank’
that the child who does not
have money can also be given
credit. On the commendable
initiative of opening a ‘Food
Bank’ by the children in the
school, the school manage-
ment tells that this initiative
of the children reflects their
new thinking which is
absolutely unique.

Principal in-charge of
School Lupteshwar Acharya
said that it is true that many
children come to school hun-
gry from their homes due to
coming from distant villages,
but in this unique way, the
number of attendance has
increased in the school. In the
coming time, some more
improvements will be made in
this initiative so that rural
children do not face any prob-
lem in coming to school, he
added.

School children open ‘Food
Bank’ to help other students

Unique initiative
taken by school
children

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  SSeepp  2244::  Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Sammelan was held at
Kohkapal and the Minister in-
charge Kawasi Lakhma, who
arrived to attend the Nuakhai
Juhar meeting programme,
unveiled the statues of the
architect of the Indian
Constitution Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar and Veer Shaheed
Gundadhur. On this occasion
MP Deepak Baij, President of
Bastar Region Tribal
Development Authority
Lakheshwar Baghel,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Chitrakot MLA
Rajman Benzam and public rep-
resentatives were present.

Minister In-charge Kawasi
Lakhma said on the occasion
that Bhupesh Baghel has shown

faith in youth power to speed up
the development of the area. He
said that change is visible in the
area due to the welfare
schemes run by the govern-
ment. The momentum will
increase further with the coop-
eration of the youth. He said
that people need to take educa-
tion, be health conscious,
remove malnutrition, conserve
water and environment, con-
nect youth with employment-
oriented schemes, preserve cul-
ture and tradition etc. to give
new impetus to the develop-
ment of the people. Work is the
responsibility of the youth.
Through Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club,
youth will get financial assis-
tance, so that they can easily
connect other youth for this

work.
LS MP Deepak Baij said that

the government will provide Rs
1 lakh every year to the youth
committees through Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club (RYMC) and an
amount of Rs 25000 has been
provided as the first install-
ment. It is the responsibility of
the members of the Club to
reach out to the public and con-
vey the schemes of the govern-
ment. Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain said that apart
from taking the schemes of the
government to the general pub-
lic, efforts should also be made
to solve any kind of problem in
it. He said that they should also
maintain constant contact with
the public representatives to
remove the obstacles in the
implementation of public wel-
fare schemes. 

Chitrakot MLA Rajman
Benzam said that our youth
have the ability to determine
the condition and direction of
the country. Through Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club, he directly con-
nects with the government and
becomes an integral part of it.

Involvement of youths will
speed-up devp: Lakhma

Blood donated on ‘Agra Seva Diwas’

Raipur, Sep 24: On the occasion of Agrasen
Jayanti, a blood donation camp was organised
under  the health camp organised by Yuva Agarwal
Sabha on  ‘Agra Seva Diwas’, in which blood was do-
nated on Saturday by Parmanand Jain, National
Secretary, Akhil Bharatiya Agrawal Sammelan
with the intention to encouraged healthy people to

come forward to save lives by donating blood.
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Washington, Sep 24 (PTI):

In a stern warning to
state-sponsored malicious
cyber activities, the group-
ing of India, Australia,
Japan and the United
States collectively called
Quad has vowed to assist
each other in ensuring the
security and resilience of
regional cyberinfrastruc-
ture.

A joint statement issued
after foreign ministers
Penny Wong of Australia,
S Jaishankar of India,
Hayashi Yoshimasa of
Japan and US Secretary of
State Tony Blinken met on
the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly session
in New York called on
states to take reasonable
steps to address ran-
somware operations ema-
nating from within their
territory.

“We exercise responsi-
bility to assist each other
in the face of malicious
cyber activity, including
from ransomware, against
critical infrastructure,” it

said. The joint statement
described this as a call to
action.

The Quad or
Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue comprising
India, the US, Japan and
Australia was set up in
2017 to counter China’s ag-
gressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific region.

The foreign ministers
said that the Quad coun-
tries are committed to an
open, secure, stable, acces-
sible, and peaceful cyber-
space and support region-
al initiatives to enhance
the capacity of countries
to implement the UN
Framework for
Responsible State
Behaviour in Cyberspace.

“We strongly believe
that focused initiatives for
enhancing the cyber capa-
bilities of Indo-Pacific
countries would ensure
the security and resilience
of regional cyberinfra-
structure,” it said.

“The Ministers signal
our collective will to fight
ransomware threats to the

cyberinfrastructure that
enables Indo-Pacific eco-
nomic development and
security. We commit to fur-
ther cooperate on capacity
building programmes and
initiatives that are aimed
at enhancing regional cy-
bersecurity and improv-
ing resilience against ran-
somware attacks in the
Indo-Pacific,” the state-
ment said.

Recalling the last Quad
Foreign Ministers’
Meeting on February 11
this year, the ministers
said they are committed to
addressing the global
threat of ransomware,
which has been an obsta-
cle to Indo-Pacific econom-
ic development and securi-
ty.

“The transnational na-
ture of ransomware can
adversely affect our na-
tional security, finance
sector and business enter-
prise, critical infrastruc-
ture, and the protection of
personal data. We appreci-
ate the progress made by
the 36 countries support-

ing the US-led Counter
Ransomware Initiative
and the regular, practical-
oriented consultations
against cybercrime in the
Indo-Pacific region,” they
said.

According to the state-
ment, Quad countries
commit to further cooper-
ation on capacity-building
programmes and initia-
tives that are aimed at en-
hancing regional cyberse-
curity and improving re-
silience against ran-
somware attacks in the
Indo-Pacific.

The ministers highlight-
ed that practical coopera-
tion in countering ran-
somware among Indo-
Pacific partners would re-
sult in denying safe haven
to ransomware actors in
the region.

“We focus on results-ori-
ented efforts to assist part-
ners across the Indo-
Pacific to strengthen their
resilience, trust, and confi-
dence in cyberspace, and
effective incident-response
capabilities,” it said.

QUAD nations to assist each other in taking
action against malicious cyber activities

Assisi (Italy), Sep 24 (AP):

Pope Francis, visiting
Assisi, the birthplace of
his namesake saint who
was close to nature, called
on Saturday for “courage”
in abandoning fossil fuels
and lamented that older
generations didn’t know
how to protect the planet
and secure peace,

He told young people he
was pinning his hopes on
their efforts in working to
save the planet and to
make the world’s economy
more attentive to the poor.

During his brief visit
Saturday to the hill town
in central Italy, Francis
spoke to a gathering of
some 1,000 young people,
some of them young econ-
omists. Others are in-
volved in efforts including
start-ups, focused on help-
ing the environment.

The participants came
from all over the world.
Among them was a
woman who recounted to
the pope how she and her
husband were helped to
flee Afghanistan after the
takeover of the Taliban
last year by an organisa-
tion called The Economy

of Francis, which is in-
spired by the life of St.
Francis, with his atten-
tion to the poor and others
in need.

The pope said a world
economy is needed that
expresses “a new vision of
the environment and the
Earth.”

“There are many peo-

ple, businesses and insti-
tutions that are making
an ecological conversion.
We need to go forward on
this road and do more,”
Francis said.

The pontiff cited an ur-
gent need to discuss mod-

els of development.
“Now is the time for

new courage in abandon-
ing fossil fuels to acceler-
ate the development of
zero- or positive-impact
sources of energy,”
Francis said.

Pope appeals to the young to save
the planet, find peace

Tehran, Sep 24 (PTI):

The large-scale protests
against the Iranian govern-
ment over the custodial
death of a 22-year-old
Kurdish woman who was ar-
rested by the country’s noto-
rious “morality” police for
allegedly violating the strict
law on headscarves has re-
portedly spread to about 80
cities and towns.

Hundreds of protesters,
mostly women, took to the
streets following the death of
Mahsa Amini - a Kurd na-
tive, chanting anti-govern-
ment slogans that target the
core of the Islamic regime
and its Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

The death toll in the vio-
lent clashes with security
forces has reached as high as
26, Iranian state TV indicat-
ed on Friday. The unrest,
said to be the worst in recent
years, has also spread to

about 80 Iranian cities and
towns. At least five security
personnel have also been
killed and several others in-

jured while trying to con-
front protesters in Mashhad,
Quchan, Shiraz, Tabriz, and
Karaj, it added.

Iranian govt scrambles to contain unrest
as it spreads to more towns and cities

United Nations, Sep 24 (PTI):

In a strong response to
Pakistan, India has said in
the UN General Assembly
that a country that claims
to seek peace with its
neighbours would never
sponsor cross-border ter-
rorism nor would it shel-
ter planners of the horrif-
ic Mumbai terrorist at-
tack, disclosing their exis-
tence only under pressure
from the global communi-
ty.

India exercised the
Right of Reply in the UN
General Assembly on
Friday to respond sharply
to Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
who had raked up the
issue of Jammu and
Kashmir during his ad-
dress to the high-level
General Debate earlier in
the day.

“It is regrettable that the
Prime Minister of

Pakistan has chosen the
platform of this august as-
sembly to make false accu-
sations against India,”
First Secretary in the
Permanent Mission of
India to the UN Mijito
Vinito said in the Right of
Reply.

“He has done so to ob-
fuscate misdeeds in his
own country and to justify

actions against India that
the world considers unac-
ceptable,” the young
Indian diplomat said.

In his address, Sharif re-
iterated that Pakistan
wants to have peace with
India but added that long-
lasting, enduring peace
can only be “insured and
guaranteed” through a
just and fair solution to

the issue of Kashmir
under the UN Charter and
Security Council resolu-
tions.

India responded that a
“polity that claims it seeks
peace with its neighbours
would never sponsor
cross-border terrorism,
nor would it shelter plan-
ners of the horrific
Mumbai terrorist attack,
disclosing their existence
only under pressure from
the international commu-
nity.”

Vinito said such a coun-
try would not make unjus-
tified and untenable terri-
torial claims against
neighbours, it would not
covet their lands and seek
to illegally integrate them
with its own.

“But it is not just about
the neighbourhood that
we have heard false claims
today. It is about human
rights, about minority
rights and about basic de-

cencies,” he said.
“When young women in

the thousands from the
minority community are
abducted as an SoP
(Standard Operating
Procedure) what can we
conclude about the under-
lying mindset?

India asserted that the
desire for peace, security
and progress in the Indian
subcontinent is real. It is
also widely shared and it
can be realised.

“That will surely hap-
pen when cross-border ter-
rorism ceases, when gov-
ernments come clean with
the international commu-
nity and with their own
people. When minorities
are not persecuted and not
least, when we recognise
these realities before this
Assembly.”

Pakistan then exercised
its Right of Reply in re-
sponse to the comments by
India.

Peace seekers don’t shelter terrorists: India slams Pak at UN

Mijito Vinito, First Secretary in the Permanent Mission of

India to the UN, speaks at the UNGC.

Women chant slogans and hold up signs depicting the
image of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, who died while in the
custody of Iranian authorities, during a demonstration de-
nouncing her death by Iraqi and Iranian Kurds outside the
UN offices in Arbil, the capital of Iraq’s autonomous
Kurdistan region, on September 24.

Pope Francis reacts on stage during the Economy of Francesco (EoF) event on September
24 in Assisi, central Italy. EoF is a process called for by the Pope to lay foundations for a
new economy.

Colombo, Sep 24 (PTI):

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment has said that coopera-
tion from the island nation’s
creditors would be key to
gaining a much-needed
bailout from the IMF for the
bankrupt country.

On September 1, the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) announced that
it will provide Sri Lanka
with a loan of about USD 2.9
billion over a four-year peri-
od to help the island nation
overcome the unprecedent-
ed economic turmoil.

The bailout package is ex-
pected to boost the coun-
try’s credit ratings and the
confidence of international
creditors and investors.

At an online engagement

with the creditors, the gov-
ernment on Friday said that
assurances from bilateral
creditors are required as a
prerequisite to the IMF
board adoption of the pro-
gramme. It is expected to
materialise by mid-
December.

The IMF does not lend to
countries whose debt is
deemed unsustainable, re-
quiring Sri Lanka to under-
take an upfront comprehen-
sive debt treatment.

“In practice, this requires
financing assurances to be
given by the bilateral credi-
tors, resulting in a suffi-
cient level of comfort to the
IMF that bilateral creditors
will support Sri Lanka’s ef-
forts to restore public debt
sustainability,” the govern-

ment said.
It added that bilateral fi-

nancing assurances are a
commitment from official
bilateral creditors to grant
Sri Lanka a debt treatment
compatible with the macro-
economic framework and
debt sustainability to un-
derpin the contemplated
IMF programme.

Explaining it further the

government held that pri-
vate financing assurances
are considered as obtained
by the IMF once Sri Lanka
is making a “good faith” ef-
fort to reach a collaborative
agreement with its private
creditors - Giving creditors
the early opportunity to pro-
vide input in the framework
underpinning the debt re-
structuring.

Creditor cooperation a must for Sri
Lanka IMF programme: Govt
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Feeding hate
Consistent with its earlier

efforts, the apex court’s recent
condemnation of the escalat-
ing level of hate speeches on
TV news channels and the gov-
ernment’s silence is welcome.
No doubt, provocative debates
and discussions help the main-
stream electronic media and
social media platforms to in-
crease their TRP ratings and
politicians to serve their ulte-
rior motives. But these poison
our social fabric, lead to com-
munal violence, erode consti-
tutional ideals and hamper na-
tional development. In the pre-
vailing political environment,
the Centre should enact a law
providing for a proper regula-
tory mechanism to deal with
online extremism. The an-
chors as well as owners should
also behave responsibly, main-
tain professional ethics and
ensure that their shows do not
devolve into a flurry of hate
speech. People and political
parties should not give any im-
portance to such sensational
content.

DS Kang, Hoshiarpur

Bhagwat’s outreach
It is heartening that RSS

chief Mohan Bhagwat visited
the chief of the All India
Imam Organisation in his of-
fice. Those familiar with the
traditions of the RSS are
aware that it is a routine exer-
cise for them and they have
equal respect for all sections of
society. Efforts of some vested
interests in political parties to
launch a false propaganda
against the RSS have proved
counterproductive. This is evi-
dent from the words ‘rashtra
pita’ and ‘rashtra rishi’ used
for Bhagwat by the chief of
the Imam organisation.

Vijaya Sharma, by mail

AAP high-handedness
Since the AAP came to

power in Punjab with a thump-
ing majority, there have been
instances of highhandedness
and misbehaviour of its work-
ers and lawmakers with offi-
cials on duty. Earlier, a
renowned surgeon and head of
a government medical college
had to resign after he was ill-
treated by the health minister.
Now, a DCP has been manhan-
dled and made to sit on the
floor during a spat with an
AAP MLA over a petty issue,
resulting in the transfer of the
‘erring’ officer. Such incidents
will only tarnish the image of
the party.

Ashok Kumar, by mail

UNSC seat
India’s population, territori-

al size, GDP, economic poten-
tial, political system, past and
ongoing contributions to UN
activities make India’s de-
mand for a permanent seat in
the UNSC completely rational.
India has been the third-
largest contribution in peace-
keeping mechanisms. But
there is huge powerplay in the
UNSC. International security
relations are ruled by an elite
class of certain countries and
deep polarisation within the
members delays the decision.
It is necessary to make the
council more democratic so
that the principles of peace,
security and order are respect-
ed universally.

Tashi Baheti, by mail
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A clay model of Goddess Durga being loaded into a lorry for transportation to Kolkata, ahead of the Durga Puja
celebrations, in Nadia, Saturday, Sept. 24.

DURGA PUJA PREPARATIONS
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

I
ndia is fully acquainted with the strategic importance of Siachen
Glacier in the eastern Karakorum range in the Himalayan mountains

forming a part of the Union Territory of Ladakh with temperatures falling
below 86 degree C during winters and where Indian Army is deployed. It is
such a strategic area where from both the belligerent neighbours- China
and Pakistan – there remain chances of playing of mischief by them hence
constant watch and guard by the Indian Army. However, moving about and
living in such conditions at levels above over 20500 feet is just not an ordi-
nary thing which would in the ordinary course stun anyone just on the very
thought of it but since the Indian Army is known for braving and accepting
the most difficult challenges, they man and protect an area stretched over
125 Kms of this world-famous Glacier and the world’s highest battlefield
where only snow, all frozen, is seen everywhere. It is, therefore, likely that
the country could go to any extent in providing all support, facilities and
wherewithal to the young lion-hearted Indian soldiers posted there. In this
connection, in the ordinary course, even thinking about providing internet
services, more so, satellite-based services which mean wireless internet
beamed down from satellites orbiting the earth, and laying the requisite
infrastructure for that, would have appeared to be just an utopian idea or
an effort likely to be ending up in a fiasco. However, Bharat Broadband
Network Limited which is a Government of India Undertaking and provider
of broadband infrastructure, furthermore the Indian Army collaborating
with it has resulted in causing satellite based internet services to be acti-
vated on this Glacier. That was definitely going to boost the already high
morale of our soldiers and even add into the facilities provided to adven-
turous tourists for whom it is opened up to a specified height for tourism.
It is , however, definitely a momentous occasion for the Army having been
instrumental in activating satellite internet services at Siachen Glacier and
that too at a height of 19500 feet. It was very much required and procuring
the necessary infrastructure as also the requisite equipment looking to the
change of the pattern of modern-day warfare where full preparedness of
all types to fight future challenges is required beyond any scope of doubt.
With the fast change and development taking place globally in technology,
India has to keep it updated and acquiring /developing new state-of- the –
art technology. Moreover, since the country is committed to fight future
wars with indigenous solutions and also by attaining self-reliance in criti-
cal areas of our defence requirements, constant efforts are needed to be
made which in fact are being made. Communications and that too on fast
speed basis are an inalienable part of such national commitment.
However, the other important part of the matter is that it amply proves
India’s advancing technological developments too. It is fairly known that
the Indian Army is scheduled to get its own dedicated communication
satellite in the very near future to further boost its communication capabil-
ities and operational preparedness as proposal for acquiring of necessary
equipment / new version of the communication satellite is stated to have
been agreed to by Union Defence Ministry. Otherwise to what extent this
country has succeeded in developing communication capabilities and
skills, and that too indigenously, the world fairly knows about that and
keeping our soldiers “up-dated” and abreast of the latest in order to keep
them fully all in preparedness in safeguarding the country’s borders is the
firm national mission.

Internet services activated 
at Siachen Glacier

K R Sudhaman

P
rime    Minister    Narendra    Modi    is committed to  making  India  a
global manufacturing hub and his stress on the need to work on easy

transit to promote trade in central Asia and Europe at the recently conclud-
ed  Shanghai Cooperation Organisation  (SCO)  is  well  justified. Stepping
up  manufacturing  has  huge potential   for   providing   employment partic-
ularly at the semi-skilled level. But widespread digitization has opened up a
huge opportunity for India to become a major global hub for providing
healthcare for millions of people in not only rural India but in the entire
world. India    has    over    the    years    have developed huge pool of quali-
fied doctors and para-medics. With quality medical education, Indian doc-
tors and para medics are sought after everywhere. Every major hospital   in
developed   nations   have sufficient  number  of  Indian  doctors. Besides
large private hospitals providing top class medical treatment with five-star
facility  have  come  up  in  big  numbers particularly in South India. The
treatment provided there is comparable to the best in the world and are not
cost prohibitive as compared  to   some   of   the   advanced economies. By
Indian standards some of those private hospitals are quite expensive.
Health care is a very expensive affair in developed world and increasingly
medical tourism has caught on in India and patients from neighbouring
countries and gulf region get  medical  treatment  done  in  India because
of  highly  developed  and  well equipped hospitals in the country. Lately pa-
tients from US and Canada do frequent India for medical treatment particu-
larly in private hospitals in South India as it works out cheaper even after
including the cost of travel  and  stay  in  India  along  with  an attendant
during recuperation. With 5G being rolled out soon in several parts  of  the
country  and  digitization spreading in various walks of life including
Medicare, remote surgery has become a doable  phenomenon.    India
could  be become a health care hub for the world. A surgeon sitting in
Chennai can conduct surgery in a small town with the help of a trained
nurse in that small town. The same surgeon can conduct a surgery in US or
Canada as well. This can be a routine affair with the help of 5G network.
Once fully established 5G network can transmit both real time granular
view of the surgery in progress and the surgeon’s instructions that guide
the robotic arms carrying out the operation. For this the nurse would need
to be trained to assist in remote surgery. There may be some regulatory is-
sues which can be evolved. This development is at a nascent stage and reg-
ulatory issues have to be worked out on allocating responsibility among the
telecom operators, robotics vendors, software providers and medical per-
sonnel especially when something goes wrong with the surgery. But this
could become a major health industry for India with huge foreign exchange
earning potential. Once all these issues are sorted out, there is going to be
huge opportunity for Indian medical fraternity.    Medical treatment is very
expensive in the advanced economies. This is one of the reasons that med-
ical tourism has caught on particularly from neighbouring countries like
Bangladesh, Maldives, Sri Lanka and Nepal.   Some   patients   do   come
from Pakistan as well for complicated medical and surgical treatment.
Many come from Gulf countries because it is much cheaper in India. In
countries like United Kingdom and Canada, healthcare is available to all
and provided  by  the  state  but  getting  an appointment to meet a special-
ist doctor is not easy and take months together. This puts patients in jeop-
ardy. If  telemedicine and remote surgery from India is encouraged, there
could be great relief to patients in those countries. In US, private hospitals
are easily  approachable  but  they  are  cost prohibitive and if there is a
major and complicated ailment, the entire lifetime savings will be wiped
out in treatment. Telemedicine and remote surgery from India could be a
cheaper alternative. As it is digitization has helped India to improve its gov-
ernance. Direct benefit transfer for various social schemes of the govern-
ment has helped to plug leakages to a large extent. Digitisation of ration
cards has eliminated bogus cards. These have ensured government re-
sources running into lakhs and crores of rupees. Just as India dominates in
software development, healthcare delivery could be the next big area
where Indian doctors sitting in India could provide healthcare to millions of
patients world over through telemedicine and remote robotic surgery. With
5G taking off  soon across India there is scope for not only remote surgery
but also several other technology enabled service delivery. Of  course both
the centre and states will have to gear themselves and create conducive
environment to cash-in on this huge opportunity.

Digitisation could make India a
global health and wellness hub

Girls always remain in
first place in the results
of class 10th and 12th in
the country. Be it the com-
petition to become an
IAS, to fly an aircraft or
fighter ship, or to run the
metro, girls are raising
their flags of success in
every field. Who says
girls are a burden?
Today's girl dares to
carry her burden, even
the burden of the family
on her shoulders. Like the
sons, she is also handling
the responsibilities with
full devotion. The daugh-
ters of the country are no
longer confined to only
sewing-embroidery or
beauty parlors, but they
are ready to rid the ene-
mies of sixes.

T oday's girls are breaking all
the shackles and touching

the sky and remain role models for so-
ciety. Generally, girls are considered
less than boys in society. Not only
physical strength but it is also under-
stood in other things that girls cannot
do what boys can do, while many ex-
amples of this will be found in which
girls have proved themselves better
than boys. Out of such a large army of
players in sports, most of the girls
brought the country's name to glory

by putting medals in the country's
bag. Not only this, but in other areas
also girls are not only walking shoul-
der to shoulder with the boys but are
ahead. Girls always remain in first
place in the results of class 10th and
12th in the country. Be it the competi-
tion to become an IAS, to fly an air-
craft or fighter ship, or to run the
metro, girls are raising their flags of
success in every field. Despite this, it
is a mistake of society to consider
girls less than boys.

Who says girls are a burden?
Today's girl dares to carry her burden,
even the burden of the family on her
shoulders. That is why she is called
the mother of the world. Of course,
earlier a woman was considered able,
but today's woman is not able. Be it in
the field of education or sports, she
has progressed everywhere on the
strength of her hard work. Like the
sons, she is also handling the respon-
sibilities with full devotion. The
daughters of the country are no
longer confined to only sewing-em-
broidery or beauty parlors, but they
are ready to rid the enemies of sixes.
In a democratic country, there is a lot
of importance for girl child education
from political, social, religious, cultur-
al, and economic points of view.
Women's education educates the
whole family. Educated women do not
lag behind men in any field. In some
areas, she has proved to be more effi-
cient than the man – such as in the
field of education, medicine, and care.
If the girl child is given proper educa-
tion, she can contribute to the all-
around progress of the nation by be-

coming a skilled leader, social worker,
skilled businessman, political leader,
or even a skilled engineer, technician,
information technology, lawyer, or
doctor. Through education, women
can become aware of their rights.

If we look at history, we find that
theoretically, and religiously, women
have been considered to be revered,
but due to limiting their work to the
boundary wall of the house, less at-
tention has been paid to their educa-
tion and initiation. In the Vedic period,
girls usually took education in the
family itself because there was no
custom of separate gurukul, ashram,
etc. for them. In only a few Gurukulas
there are instances of the Guru's
daughter attending the education. In
the Vedic period, girls were taught re-
ligion, literature, dance, music, poet-
ry, etc. in their homes. In the Vedic pe-
riod, however, the Rigveda contains
examples of learned women Ghosha,
Gargi, Atreyu, Shakuntala, Urvashi,
and Apala who were proficient in the
study of the Vedas. At present, despite
the high position achieved by girls in
every field, there is a gap in the edu-
cation of boys and girls. Mostly this
mentality is found in the society that
the education of girls is not necessary,
which job they have to do. They just
learn to write letters and do house-
hold chores, that is enough. Due to
this mentality, in some families, pri-
mary education, in some middle and
some up to matriculation, is consid-
ered sufficient and only the lucky girls
get opportunities for higher education
above this.

Due to this public mentality, the ed-
ucation of girls has been affected
from the past till today. Higher educa-
tion is given to the boys as the support
of their family, earning- old age and
for the girls, it is believed that if they
teach more, then they will have to find
a more educated boy, for which more
dowry will also have to be given.
Being busy with household chores,
girls are unable to find time to study
for homework or assigned lessons
from school. Due to this many girls
stop studying. Due to the absence of

separate schools for girls, many par-
ents do not like to send girls to such
schools where there is co-education.
The purdah system and burqa system
of girls in the Muslim community do
not allow them to earn a higher edu-
cation. In many Hindu castes also,
girls drop out of education due to the
purdah system or due to child mar-
riage, early engagement, etc. In many
areas, girls are not able to go to school
also because the goonda elements do
misdemeanors like anti-social ele-
ments, scolding girls, and molesting.
Such incidents are a hindrance in the
progress of girl child education.

Even after spending money on edu-
cation, the non-availability of job op-
portunities also creates hatred to-
wards education in them. Women ed-
ucated in private sector schools, hos-
pitals, etc. get inadequate salaries
and are unable to spend even on their
expenses salary. Parents of girls do
not agree to get jobs away from
home. One of the reasons for the bar-
rier to girl education is that there is a
shortage of female teachers in
schools and colleges, due to which
many girls do not mix in these institu-
tions in the education process and feel
like strangers. Staying away from
home in hostels etc., the girls of many
traditional ideological families can't
get an education. In such a situation,
it is more favorable for girls to do
higher education courses through dis-
tance education by staying at home.
To overcome the shortage of girls' ed-
ucation in comparison to boys, it is
necessary not only to develop com-
prehensive educational facilities, but
it is also necessary to remove the ob-
stacles in the way of girls' education.
There is also a need to take concrete
and effective measures for the rea-
sons for the inequality of girl child ed-
ucation. For this, strict and favorable
steps of the administration need to be
taken along with special schemes,
and more budget allocation.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr  iinn
PPoolliittiiccaall  SScciieennccee,,  PPooeett,,  ffrreeeellaannccee  jjoouurr--

nnaalliisstt  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..))

It is a mistake of society to underestimate girls more than boys

D inosaurs were not very
diverse and had de-

clined overall even before
their extinction nearly 66 mil-
lion years ago, a study of fos-
silised eggs in China suggests.
The long-term decline in glob-
al dinosaur diversity and sus-
tained low number of their
lineages for the last few mil-
lion years may have resulted
from climate fluctuations and
massive volcanic eruptions
from the Deccan Traps in
India, the researchers said.
These factors may have led to
ecosystem-wide instability,
thus making non-bird di-
nosaurs vulnerable to mass
extinction coincident with the
asteroid impact, they said.

A large asteroid that hit
Earth at the end of the
Cretacious period -- 145 to 66
million years ago -- is believed
to have contributed to the
global extinction of di-

nosaurs, leaving
birds as their only
living descendants.
It has been widely
debated whether di-
nosaurs were at
their peak or already
in decline prior to
their demise. Most of
the scientific data on
the last days of the
dinosaurs come
from North
America.

Although some
published studies
suggest that dinosaur popula-
tions there were thriving
quite well before extinction,
other more detailed research
has suggested that dinosaurs
were in decline, which set the
stage for their eventual mass
extinction.

Researchers from the
Chinese Academy of Sciences
studied over 1,000 fossilised

dinosaur eggs and eggshells
from the Shanyang Basin in
central China. These fossils
came from rock sequences
with a total thickness of
about 150 meters.

The research, recently pub-
lished in the journal PNAS,
obtained detailed age esti-
mates of the rock layers by
analysing and applying com-

puter modelling to
over 5,500 geological
samples. This al-
lowed the scientists
to create a timeline of
nearly 2 million
years at the end of
the Cretaceous --
with a resolution of
100,000 years -- repre-
senting the period
right before extinc-
tion.

This timeline al-
lows direct compar-
isons with data from

around the world. The re-
searchers identified a decline
in dinosaur diversity based
on the Shanyang Basin data.
For example, the 1,000 di-
nosaur egg fossils collected
from the basin represent only
three different species:
Macroolithus yaotunensis,
Elongatoolithus elongatus,
and Stromatoolithus pinglin-

gensis, they said.
The researchers also found

that two of the three dinosaur
eggs are from a group of
toothless dinosaurs known as
oviraptors, while the other is
from the plant-eating
hadrosaurid group, also
known as duck-billed di-
nosaurs. A few additional di-
nosaur bones from the region
show that tyrannosaur and
sauropod also lived in the
area between about 66.4 and
68.2 million years ago, they
said.

This low diversity of di-
nosaur species was sustained
in central China for the last 2
million years before the mass
extinction, according to the
researchers. These results,
combined with data from
North America, suggest that
dinosaurs were probably de-
clining globally before their
extinction, they added.

Dinosaurs were in decline even before extinction: Study

PRIYANKA SAURABH

National Girl Child Day today
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Software lab 

Kochi: Kerala Chief
minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Friday in-
augurated the new soft-
ware lab of IBM, a
state-of-the-art global
innovation centre, at
Brigade World Trade
Centre inside the
Infopark here. The cen-
tre will focus on prod-
uct engineering, de-
sign, and development
of new products and
solutions in the areas
of data and AI and au-
tomation and collabo-
rate with the technolo-
gy eco-system in the re-
gion to co-create solu-
tions for the global in-
dustry. Vijayan said the
investment made by
the IBM shows that
Kerala's IT hub have
the greenest IT spaces
and a talent pool of IT
professionals. "IBM's
choice to establish its
software lab at
Infopark- Kochi is truly
something to celebrate.

Crop diversification
Ludhiana: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Friday said that the
state is fully ready to
adopt crop diversifica-
tion but the Centre
must provide assured
mechanism to give re-
munerative prices for
these crops. The
Centre must take this
step for ensuring that
farmers of the state
shift from water guz-
zling crops to less
water consuming
crops , said the Chief
Minister while ad-
dressing a gathering
after inaugurating the
Kisan Mela here at
Punjab Agricultural
University and Pashu
Palan Mela at Guru
Angad Dev Veterinary
and Animal Sciences
University. On the oc-
casion, Mann also said
that in coming days an
important decision
will be taken to get rid
of the menace of
paddy straw burning.

Biotech 
Future Forum

Hyderabad:The
Serbian government
and World Economic
Forum (WEF) have in-
vited Telangana
Minister for IT and
Industries K T Rama
Rao to participate in the
'Biotech Future Forum'
to be held in Belgrade on
October 20. The forum
will explore the struc-
tures, policies and com-
mercialisation required
to maximise the benefits
of biotech by focusing
on emerging innova-
tions and cutting-edge
research, an official re-
lease said on Friday.
"Given your leadership
in transforming
Hyderabad into a
healthcare and life sci-
ences hub of India, par-
ticipants would attach
great value to hear your
perspectives and expe-
riences," the invitation
extended to the
Minister, by Ana
Brnabic, Prime
Minister, Republic of
Serbia and Borge
Brende, President,
World Economic
Forum said.

PROMOTIONAL EVENT

Actor Sameera Reddy and Swastika Mukherjee poses
for photographs at a promotional event, ahead of Durga
Puja festival in Kolkata.

Chandrapur, Sep 24: 

Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Saturday said the Centre
has not taken any decision
to set up an oil refinery
project in any specific area
in Maharashtra. Speaking
to reporters in
Chandrapur, he said the
state government will have
to discuss the project's loca-
tion with the Central gov-
ernment. He alleged the
erstwhile government (in
Maharashtra) had allocat-
ed land for the project but
later refused under the pre-
text of changing the loca-
tion, which derailed the
project. "Following this, the
state (Maharashtra) and
the country faced huge eco-
nomic losses in the last
two-and-a-half years," Puri
alleged. Puri was apparent-

ly referring to the
Ratnagiri Refinery and
Petrochemical project, pro-
posed to be built at Nanar
village in Ratnagiri district
in coastal Konkan, but it
was scrapped before the
2019 polls at the insistence
of Shiv Sena, the then al-
liance partner of BJP.
Establishing a 60-million
metric tonne per annum

oil refinery will be the
biggest plant in the world,
Puri said. "If it is set up
anywhere in the country, it
has the potential to change
the economic scenario in
that state very fast," Puri
said.

He said an industrial as-
sociation has recommend-
ed setting up a 20-million
metric tonne capacity oil
refinery in the Vidarbha
region in east
Maharashtra claiming it
has a huge scope of miner-
als, metals etc. "I have sug-
gested the association rec-
ommend such issues to the
Central government and
we will look into them.
However, I have not taken
any decision on setting up
an oil refinery at
Chandrapur or in the
Vidarbha region in
Maharashtra," he added.

He said it is the
Maharashtra govern-
ment's call to select the lo-
cation for the project.
"After necessary talks be-
tween the state and the
Union governments and in-
ternational tie-ups, a deci-
sion will be taken," said
Puri. After the Foxconn-
Vedanta project, which was
proposed in Pune district,
shifted to Gujarat,
Maharashtra Industries
Minister Uday Samant said
PM Modi had assured chief
minister Eknath Shinde
that the state will get an
equally big project. Puri's
visit to the Chandrapur
constituency is part of the
Bharatiya Janata Party's
"Pravas" campaign to
shore up its base in 144 Lok
Sabha seats across the
country ahead of the 2024
general elections.

No decision taken on oil refinery
plant location in Maha: Puri

New Delhi, Sep 24: 

India is on track to at-
tract USD 100 billion for-
eign direct investment
(FDI) in the current fiscal
on account of economic
reforms and ease of doing
business, the government
said on Saturday. In 2021-
22, the country received
the "highest ever" foreign
inflows of USD 83.6 bil-
lion.

"This FDI has come
from 101 countries, and in-
vested across 31 union ter-
ritories and states and 57
sectors in the country. On
the back of economic re-
forms and Ease of Doing

Business in recent years,
India is on track to attract
USD 100 billion FDI in the
current FY (financial
year," the commerce and
industry ministry said in
a statement. It said that to
attract foreign invest-
ments, the government
has put in place a liberal
and transparent policy
wherein most sectors are
open to FDI under the au-
tomatic route.

The reform measures
include liberalization of
guidelines and regula-
tions, in order to reduce
unnecessary compliance
burden, bring down cost
and enhance the ease of

doing business in India, it
added. FDI equity inflows
in India dipped by 6 per
cent to USD 16.6 billion
during April-June period
of the current fiscal.

It also said that to ad-
dress the import of low-
quality and hazardous
toys and to enhance do-
mestic manufacturing of
toys, several strategic in-
terventions have been
taken by the government.
The import of toys in 2021-
22 have reduced by 70 per
cent to USD 110 million
(Rs 877.8 crore). On the
other hand, exports rose
by 61 per cent to USD 326
million.

India is on track to attract USD
100 bn FDI this fiscal: Govt Ahmedabad, Sep 23: 

N R Narayana Murthy,
co-founder of IT giant
Infosys, lamented that eco-
nomic activities in India
were "stalled" and deci-
sions were not taken by
the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment in time in the
Congress-led UPA-era.
During his interaction
with young entrepreneurs
and students at the Indian
Institute of Management -
Ahmedabad (IIMA),
Murthy expressed confi-
dence that young minds
can make India a worthy
competitor of China, the
world's second largest
economy. "I used to be on
the board of HSBC in
London (between 2008 and

2012). In the first few years,
when China was men-
tioned two to three times
in the boardroom (during
meetings), India's name
would be mentioned once,"
said the well-known busi-
nessman in response to a
question on where he sees
India in the future. "But
unfortunately, I don't know
what happened (to India)

afterwards. (Former PM)
Manmohan Singh was an
extraordinary individual
and I have tremendous re-
spect for him. But, some-
how, India stalled (during
UPA-era). Decisions were
not taken and everything
was delayed," said Murthy.
The IT czar said when he
left HSBC (in 2012), India's
name hardly found a men-
tion during meetings,
while China's name was
taken nearly 30 times. "So,
I think it is your (young
generation) responsibility
to make people mention
India's name whenever
they mention any other
country's name, particu-
larly China. I think you
people can do that," said
Murthy. The former

Infosys chairman said
there was a time when
most Westerners looked
down upon India, but
today, there is a certain
level of respect for the
country, which has now
become the world's fifth
largest economy.
According to him, the eco-
nomic reforms of 1991,
when Manmohan Singh
was the finance minister,
and the present Bharatiya
Janata Party-led NDA gov-
ernment's schemes like
'Make In India' and 'Startup
India' have helped the coun-
try gain ground. "When I
was of your age, there was
not much responsibility be-
cause not much was expect-
ed from neither me nor
India.

India ‘stalled’ during UPA-era, says Narayana Murthy

New Delhi, Sep 24:  

The government on
Friday said retail prices of
rice in the domestic market
will remain under control,
helped by a ban on exports
of broken rice and suffi-
cient stocks in its godowns.
The statement by the food
ministry came a day after
its factsheet alluded to a
pricing pressure and rates
of rice rising in the near
term. By imposing the ban
on export of broken rice,
the government has "suc-
cessfully ensured domestic
food security, availability
of domestic feed for poul-
try and cattle feed, while
keeping a check over infla-
tion as well as domestic
price of rice", the food min-
istry said in the statement
on Friday. With effect from
September 9, the Centre
imposed a ban on broken
rice exports and also a
slapped a 20 per cent export
duty on non-basmati rice,
except for par-boiled rice.

Retail prices of 
rice to remain

under control: Govt

Dubai, Sep 24: 

India is a strategic mar-
ket and Mashreq Bank will
continue to make invest-
ments to expand its busi-
ness in the country, Bank's
Group CEO Ahmed
Abdelaal has said. The old-
est private bank in the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) has had corporate
banking operations since
1980 in India, while
Mashreq Global Network
(MGN), in Bengaluru, sup-
ports the entire group in
many areas, including busi-
ness development and risk
management. Mashreq
Bank invested additional
capital of USD 100 million
in January 2022 in India
demonstrating its confi-
dence and growth aspira-
tions, he said. "So, as we
grow, we will continue to in-
crease our investment in

India...We have no intention
of growing our brick and
mortar branches, we will
rather grow our digital serv-
ices," he said. He said the
bank will continue to ex-
pand in India because of its
high potential and high
growth market not only
from corporate activity but
also from talent acquisition.
"The bank is expanding its
corporate (lending) foot-
print business at the same
time using the pool of talent
available in the Indian mar-
ket to support the entire op-

eration of the group...MGN
has significant intellectual
capital covering all aspects
of services, technology, risk
management, and business
development. MGN has
tripled its headcount in the
last 18 month," he said.
MGN has close to 1,600 em-
ployees with an addition of
110 employees since
January this year. The
bank, in the last 40 years of
its operations, has achieved
critical mass and would fol-
low an organic path for
growth, he added.
Meanwhile, the Dubai-
based bank on Wednesday
unveiled its new brand iden-
tity with tagline 'Rise Every
Day' indicating its mission
to be the region's most pro-
gressive challenger bank
through a collaborative, dig-
ital-first approach to build-
ing a new banking-as-a-serv-
ice (BaaS).

After multiple specula-
tions over the years,

5G is finally coming this
year, and consumers and
telecom players are excit-
ed about how this upcom-
ing technology is going to
level up the existing digi-
talization and introduce
multiple opportunities
across industries. With so
much information avail-
able through media, there
are still speculations
amongst users regarding
the capabilities of this
digital transformation
and how it could change
the way we experience
everything. India has
seen remarkable growth
when it comes to the
telecommunication in-
dustry. From approxi-
mately 82000 landline
users 75 years ago to near-
ly 1.2 billion telecom
users today, the Indian
telecom industry has reg-
istered outstanding
progress.

What exactly is 5G?
and how is it going to
benefit the end-user

The internet has been a
part of our lives since the
early 80s and it has trans-
formed the dimensions of
connectivity. Now with
the 5th generation of the
internet coming into our
lives, we can expect a lot
more from the world of
technology for the con-
sumers. 5G is majorly fo-
cused on three things:
high data speeds, low la-
tency, and increased con-
currency. The upcoming
generation of the network
is going to revolutionize
everything around us.
Giving users an upgrade
to a better connecting ex-
perience, 5G will change
how we consume data.

How can consumer-
suse 5G?

In a letter issued to
their customers, Gopal
Vittal, CEO, of Bharti
Airtel, explained how

convenient it will be for
the users to use 5G on
their existing Airtel SIM
as it is already 5G en-
abled. He also explained
the ways inwhich users
can easily change the set-
tings on their 5G handset
and make the best of the
upcoming technology. He
also mentioned that by
December, the 5G network
should have coverage in
the key metros and they
expect to cover allof
urban India by the end of
2023.

Are we ready to reap
the benefits of 5G?

Speaking of 5G devices,
the anticipation of 5G in
India has been building up
for years now - many man-
ufacturers have already
launched the latest 5G
smartphones in the coun-
try, with more in the
pipeline. We are expecting
better smartphones and
devices this year which
will cater to the needs of

users of every price seg-
ment. Airtel has already
started this transforma-
tion by building the 5G
digital ecosystem with a
network of diverse players
– including cloud
providers, managed secu-
rity providers, enterpris-
es, and technology part-
ners offering a host of
services. The movement
and interest toward 5G
readiness are strong and
that reflects in the upward
curve as the industry pre-
pares for its commercial
rollout.

Globally, some countries
have already witnessed
Greenfield 5G deploy-
ments and there are re-
gions where the commer-
cial deployment of 5G is
happening faster, enabled
by spectrum availability.
The launch of 5G services
in the country will have a
special emphasis in the
areas lacking internet con-
nectivity previously.

5G: How well are we prepared to make most
out of next generation of mobile network

India strategic market; will continue to
make investment: Mashreq Bank CEO

Bengaluru, Sep 23: 

Amazon.in’s biggest festive
celebration the ‘Amazon
Great Indian Festival 2022’
brings a host of deals &
offers on products from
lakhs of sellers, Small &
Medium Businesses (SMBs),
and popular brands.
Customers can get exciting
deals on the widest selec-
tion of products from top
brands across categories
including smartphones,
appliances, consumer elec-
tronics, fashion & beauty,
groceries,Amazon Devices,
home & kitchen, and more.
Customers will also have the
opportunity to shop from a
range of products from
Amazon sellers under vari-
ous other programs such as
Amazon Launchpad, Amazon
Saheli, Amazon Karigar, as
well as top Indian and global
brands across categoriesand
great offers extended by

lakhs of small businesses.
The Great Indian Festival
would include over 2,000
new product launches and a
wide selection from top
brands such as Samsung,
iQOO, Mi, Redmi, Apple,
OnePlus, LG, Sony, Colgate,
boAt, HP, Lenovo, Fire-Boltt,
Noise, Hisense, Vu, TCL,
Acer, Allen Solly, Biba, Max,
PUMA, Adidas, American
Tourister, Safari,
Maybelline, Sugar
Cosmetics, L’Oreal, Bath and
Body Works, Forest
Essentials, Nivea, Gillette,
Tata Tea, Huggies, Pedigree,
Himalaya, Hasbro, Omron,
Philips, Daawat, Aashirvaad,
Tata Sampann, Surf Excel,
Eureka Forbes, Havells,
Story@Home, Ajanta, Wipro,
Prestige, Butterfly, Milton,
Solimo, The Sleep Company,
Yonex, Nivia, Hero Cycles,
Bosch, Black+Decker, HIT,
Trust Basket and many
more. 

Amazon.in Great Indian
Festival brings exicitng deals

New Delhi, Sep 24: 

Today, the U.S. Agency
for International
Development (USAID) and
UNICEF formally
launched theDoordarshan
and YouTube series titled
Duur Se Namaste
(“Greetings from a dis-
tance!”) at an event held
today in New Delhi. 'Duur
Se Namaste', a fictional
Hindi series developed in
an entertainment-educa-
tion format, highlights the
challenges of a post-pan-
demic world and promotes
the adoption of healthy be-
haviors and practices.
Weaving messages on
COVID-19 vaccine promo-
tion and the need to con-
tinue COVID-19 appropri-
ate behavior, the series in-
cludes tips for navigating

mental health issues for
children and young people
and supporting children’s
learning recovery as they
return to school.

Additional Secretary
and Mission Director
(National Health Mission),
Ms Roli Singh and
Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, Ms. Neerja
Sekhar were present at the
inauguration. Ms. Singh
spoke on the COVID-19
pandemic and outlined the
way forward for the post-
pandemic world. Ms

Sekhar spoke on the criti-
cal role of Mass media and
communications in health
promotion.

Sharing the visionon
the edutainment series,
Ms. Veena Reddy, Mission
Director of USAID India,
said, “COVID-19 knows no
borders and no one is safe
until everyone is safe.
USAID is proud to support
Duur Se Namaste, which
highlights the challenges
of life in the new normal,
and ways to navigate these
through good health prac-
tices." 

USAID, UNICEF present ‘Duur Se Namaste’
̈ A new television

series, that 
promotes healthy
behavior in a 
post-pandemic
world

New Delhi, Sep 22: 

The government has
asked companies having
any amount in their un-
spent corporate social re-
sponsibility accounts to
set up a CSR committee.
To this effect, the govern-
ment has amended rules
governing corporate so-
cial responsibility (CSR),
according to an official
notification issued by the
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs. Under the
Companies Act, 2013, cer-
tain classes of profitable
companies are required
to spend at least 2 per
cent of their average net
profit of the preceding
three financial years on
CSR activities in a partic-
ular financial year.
Mukul Sharma, Partner,
Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas, said the

amendments have also re-
vised the format for the
annual report on CSR ac-
tivities to be included in
the board's report. Under
the CSR rules, amounts
remaining unspent in a
financial year relating to
an ongoing project as
well as any unutilised
surplus arising from the
CSR activities are re-
quired to be deposited by
the company in a special
bank account called the
'Unspent Corporate
Social Responsibility
Account'. The amended
rules now provide that a
company will have to
comply with CSR related
obligations, including
constituting a CSR com-
mittee so long as there is
any unspent amount in
its Unspent Corporate
Social Responsibility
Account

Govt amends rules governing
corporate social responsibility

A
ctress Madhuri Dixit Nene, who
is gearing up for her streaming
movie 'Maja Ma', recently spoke

about the changes that she has wit-
nessed in the recent years about

how the Hindi film industry
which is otherwise known

as Bollywood has
changed over the

course of time.
The actress, who

plays a Gujarati
homemaker in
the film, said,
"Earlier the
Hindi film in-
dustry was
very disorgan-
ised and dis-
jointed ex-
cept for a
few produc-
tions like
Yash Raj
F i l m s ,
Subhash Ghai's
production or

R a j s h r i
P r o d u c t i o n ,

which were
very organised

in their ap-
proach. But now

with the corporate
culture having come

up in the films, things
are far more stream-

lined today."
She then mentioned how

the industry has started taking
writing - the bedrock of any film,

quite seriously, "We have table reading
sessions with our fellow cast members now, some-
thing which was unheard of back then in the 1990s.
We used to get dialogues on the go, just before a shot
was supposed to be delivered." Adding a humorous
hue to her statement, she further mentioned, "We
used to wait for the writer to finish his dialogues,
who would say from some corner of the set, 'Haan
madam bas 2 minute mein likh ke deta hoon
(Just 2 minutes and your dialogues would be
ready, ma'am)'". Things have changed for the
good, the actress said and this in a way helps the
India cinema to compete at the global stage
where productions are flawless and of six -

sigma quality, "Today, we are given a bound script
about, which breaks down things to the last detail

like what are we going to wear in a particular
scene or what should be the pitching of the charac-
ter. These details really help an actor prepare for a
scene and deliver something that the audience
would thoroughly enjoy." Meanwhile, 'Maja Ma' is
set to drop on Prime Video on October 6.

F
ood and
film stars are a
tasty combination.

Actress and film maker
Lakshmi Manchu, a passionate
foodie herself, turns host for Chef
Mantra Season 2, where food choic-
es inevitably shape the lifestyle and
personality of the much-loved celebri-
ties. The show introduces audiences to a
rarely explored fun dimension in their

lives through their cuisine preferences.
On the show's launch, Lakshmi
Manchu commented: "For the

Manchu family, food has always
been a passion! It's that one ele-

ment that brings us all togeth-
er and, like most families, is
a focal point for any special
occasion. Good food should

bring you joy in just the experi-
ence of it. I'm so happy to be part

of Chef Mantra 2 because it once
again gave me a chance to meet my dig-

ital fans." Streaming every Friday at 2 p.m.
from September 30 on aha Telugu, each
week will feature influential Tollywood
personalities Malavika Mohan, Ritu
Verma, and Vidyu Raman, among oth-
ers.

Chef Mantra 2, spanning eight
episodes, features famous Telugu
film stars in the company of
their friends and family,
where they take a trip down
memory lane and discuss
the memories associ-
ated with their
comfort food.

Never underestimate the
power of your intuition,

says actress Sadaa

W
ell-known actress Sadaa, who has now
taken to wildlife photography in a big
way, has told her followers on Instagram

to never underestimate the power of intuition.
Going on to explain in detail how her intu-

ition helped her click pictures and videos of
a leopard called Bagheera, the actress
wrote a detailed post with the title,
"Bagheera, the 'Bluff Master' from
Jhalana! Read to know why I call him
that!" The post read: "This shy rugged
beast is known to keep away from
gypsies/ humans. Hence, getting
him head-on was something I'd least
expected." "It was already past
6:30 p.m. and we had no hopes for
any sighting for that
evening. Something
within me asked
Hemant if we could
check a particular area
before heading out. To
my surprise, he readily
agreed." "Just a few min-
utes on that route, Hemant
spotted something moving in
the bushes. The moment we
stopped to check, Bagheera got
up and tried all his antics to bluff
that he had gone further inside."

ACROSS

1. Marsh grasses

6. "Heidi" setting

10. Metric weight

14. Metropolitan

15. Perform alone

16. Strong cord

17. Professor's leave

19. Eden dweller

20. Snaky letter

21. Remodeled

22. Roman tyrant

23. Actor ____ Hackman

24. Plant anchors

25. Changes for the better

28. Rustic

31. Boyfriend

32. Soaked

36. Mess up

37. Enliven

39. Chopping tool

40. Old communication system

42. Thick piece

43. Paper quantities

44. Biblical songs

46. Lettuce dish

49. Female student

50. Bullring cries

51. Worships

54. Exercise club

57. Reside

58. Avoiding meat, fish and poultry

60. Bakery worker

61. Evils

62. Earn

63. Poor grades

64. Food plan

65. Levels

DOWN

1. Pretense

2. Notable periods

3. Subsides

4. Small quantity

5. Trapped

6. All kidding ____

7. Loony

8. Outline

9. Cobbler's concern

10. Breakfast food

11. Cowboys' contest

12. Not together

13. Office notes

18. Certain bills

23. Large antelope

24. Not common

25. Spur on

26. Simple

27. Certain nobleman
28. Highway entrances
29. Western state
30. Boring routine
32. Thailand, once
33. Towering
34. Midterm, e.g.
35. Society girls
37. Matured
38. Gun org.
41. Pencil ends
42. Unhappy
44. Poe or Browning
45. Flavorful seed
46. Compact
47. Wonderland girl
48. Embankment
49. Wave top
51. Enthusiastic
52. Sandwich shop
53. Eye amorously
54. Royal title
55. Physical discomfort
56. Picnic intruders
59. Race the engine
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No pressure, Aquarius, but as things are
now, you might want to evaluate your
career. Is it working out well? What are
your latest achievements? What goals
haven't been reached? If the answers
aren't satisfactory, it's time to make some
dramatic changes. If your work doesn't
make your heart sing, it's time to find some
that does. Life isn't a dress rehearsal. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The time is right for all things financial,
Pisces. If you've been thinking of signing a
contract to accept a job or purchase a piece
of property, go ahead. Strategize ways in
which you can be even more financially suc-
cessful in the future. You have a lot of skills,
but you don't always apply them as careful-
ly as you could. Correct this and you'll be
unstoppable!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Expect to get some useful financial informa-
tion today, Aries. You may learn about a new
investment, or perhaps you'll get wind of a
job opening that's right up your alley. This is
a good day to consider an alternate life path.
Although there's nothing wrong with the
one you're on, it's always good to consider
other roads.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Expect your romantic relationship to be bet-
ter than ever today, Taurus. You're communi-
cating well and in touch with one another's
feelings. How wonderful to be able to main-
tain an inspiring, rewarding bond with some-
one who loves you. There is much to be grate-
ful for. This could be a good time to take your
relationship to the next level. Your partner
won't mind discussing this.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

This could be a banner day, Gemini. Your
spiritual and career goals come together so
both are enhanced, and neither is compro-
mised. It's a neat trick. You can expect the
opportunity to practice what you preach to
come to you through a friend or colleague.
Don't discount any ideas presented to you,
as one will contain the key to meshing two
of the most important parts of your life.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Be your most charming self tonight, Cancer.
You're likely to talk with someone who can
help your career. Your intuition is strong, so
you may know who this person is the minute
you begin your conversation. If the chemistry
is good, too, so much the better! Whether
this person impacts your life in a romantic or
business capacity, you'll remember this night
as when your life changed for the better!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You have an introspective nature, Leo. For
the last few weeks, you've been reflecting
on and assessing what does and doesn't
work in your life. It's likely that you're
ready for some kind of major change.
Either your relationship is in a rut or you
need a complete career overhaul. Follow
your instincts as you plan how to develop
and grow from here. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You're ready for something new and differ-
ent, Virgo. What better time than during the
current transits to put into practice what
has only been a dream? You may decide to
work for yourself or ditch one relationship
in favor of another. You want the changes
you implement to be brash and far-reach-
ing! If not, you may have to wait a long time
to feel this energetic and optimistic again.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You'll do some serious soul searching
today. Which goals have you achieved
and which ones have gone unattained?
Be honest as you reflect on past months.
Could you have done things differently?
Would you like to do things differently in
the future? You'd be well advised to
write down your successes and regrets.
Use the list to keep you on track.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you'll realize that a clean slate
brings with it the chance for a new begin-
ning. You feel excited and optimistic
about the future. Your goals are clear, and
your mind is sharp. How can you not suc-
ceed? Take care not to let your fantasies
run away with you. Keep your eyes on
your attainable goals rather than waste
time and energy chasing pipe dreams.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may be ready for some major
career changes, Sagittarius. You could
be fed up with the stress and long
hours of the corporate environment.
Surely in this age of technology there's
a way to spend more time at home
without sacrificing the quality of your
work. Think about it for a few days. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your intuition is working overtime today,
Capricorn, making you sensitive to oth-
ers' deepest emotions. It may be that the
celestial atmosphere has everyone feel-
ing open and honest, eager to grow into
his or her most authentic self. Certainly,
that's how you feel. Take some time out of
your busy schedule to reflect on your
regrets and successes. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I
nstagram sensation
Kusha Kapila who has
recently stepped into

the field of acting made a
debut on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s most loved
comedy talk show The
Kapil Sharma Show
as a special guest
this Saturday, 24th
September at 9:30
pm. The show
also welcomed
R i t e s h
D e s h m u k h ,
T a m a n n a a h
Bhatia, Poonam
Dhillon who took
the entertainment
quotient a notch
higher. Apart from
charming everyone
with her presence on the
show, Kusha shared some
interesting and fun mo-
ments that she experi-
enced while shooting for
the film Plan A Plan B.

In a candid hilarious
conversation, Kusha re-
vealed how her social
media story with
Tamannaah Bhatia took
the internet by storm as
men in her list flooded her
DM with requests to meet
Tamannaah. She shared,
“I remember once I partied
with Tamannaah in Delhi
and I posted a picture with
her. To my surprise, my
message box was full of
men asking me to make

them meet Tamannaah.
But as most of them were
my friends, I had my own
way to handle them and
break their hearts by re-
jecting them at my level
(laughs).”

Delighted to be sharing
the screen with Kusha,
Tamannaah shared,
“Through Plan A Plan B,
we met for the very first
time and became really
good friends. In the movie,

she plays the role of my
best friend and somehow it
got transcended into our
real life as well. Now I have
all the liberty to call her
anytime and don’t have to
check her Instagram to
know where she is and
what she is doing.”

Tune into The Kapil
Sharma Show, on Saturday
and Sunday at 9:30 pm only
on Sony Entertainment
Television!

Kusha
reveals her

social
media story

with
Tamannaah

took 
internet by

storm

P
ariva Pranati who
plays Vandana
Wagle in Sony SAB’s

Wagle Ki Duniya shares,
“During Navratri, I love
how Mumbai is complete-
ly adorned out in lights!
My family members prac-
tice fasting and partici-
pate in poojas during this
time of year. Given the vi-
brancy of the city during
Navaratri, I feel we get
blessed in some way every
day. Besides that, Garba
and Dandiya brighten up
the atmosphere. It makes
me extremely happy when
my son is able to take part
in such splendid celebra-
tions. On Navaratri, my
parents, grandmother,
and most family members
fast. I think in some ways
this is empowering be-
cause you learn to control
and master your own
cravings. This Navaratri,
we'll most likely be shoot-
ing but the crew is plan-
ning to take part in some
festival, so we look for-
ward to that!”

Chinmayee Salvi who
portrays Sakhi Wagle in

Sony SAB’s Wagle Ki
Duniya states, “I'm a
dancer, so every
Navaratri, our dance

classes would put on a
show. Apart from that, my
friends and I would attend
Garba events in places

like Dombivali. We
planned our dresses
around the color of the
day and also our dance
steps, it was a lot of fun!
My uncle lives in
Mulund's Gujarati com-
munity, so I am often invit-
ed to play there too. As a
dancer, I adore all dance
forms and enjoy visiting
places where people play
authentic Garba. I'm also
really excited to try
Gujarati delicacies now
that I've made many
Gujarati friends since
joining Wagle ki Duniya.

Bhakti Rathod playing
the role of Sonal Parikh in
Sony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible comments, “In
Ahmedabad, near my
house, there is a very pop-
ular place called Law
Garden where you get
Chaniya Cholis of all
kinds and in a variety of
colors and designs, what-
ever you have in mind you
get it there. Every year
during Navratri, me and
my sister would buy our
clothes from there, from
Sanedo which is actually a

type of Chaniya Choli to
Upada, a Gujarat saree, we
would buy all of it from
there. We also had the tra-
dition of decorating
Garbas every year with
our mother and singing
Aartis and playing Garba.
Navaratri for me is not
just about traditions, it's
also about building your
soul and self-healing.”

Darshan Gurjar essay-
ing the role of Chirag
Patel in Sony SAB’s
Pushpa Impossible says,
“Every Navaratri, I return
to my hometown for the
grand celebrations. Close
to my house, there is a
ground called 'Pragati
Maidan,' where various
celebrities are called on
stage and everybody is
dressed in their best fes-
tive attire. During the
Navaratri festivities, my
serotonin levels skyrocket
because of how vibrant
the mood is! I've also
joined the celebration in
Mumbai, and I love how
delightful the atmosphere
is in this city on this joy-
ous eve."

Sony SAB artists share their memories of Navratri

Telugu actress
Lakshmi Manchu 
to host celeb food

show ‘Chef Mantra’
Season 2

Madhuri: Back in 
90s, writers used 

to pen scripts 
on sets
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Hyderabad, Sep 24 (PTI):

India will be hoping
their key bowlers, Harshal
Patel and Yuzvendra
Chahal, are back to their
best when the hosts take
on Australia in the series-
deciding third T20
International here on
Sunday.

India were able to plug
the gaps in Nagpur to level
the three-match series
with a comprehensive win
in the eight-over-a-side
contest. But they will need
their bowlers, especially
Harshal and Chahal, to
overcome their struggles
ahead of the T20 World
Cup. India had got off to an
electric start in the last
game with Axar Patel
bowling a fiery two-over
spell that included a couple
of wickets but they are
struggling at the back end
of the innings.

While Jasprit Bumrah is
sure to carry the responsi-
bility, senior seamer
Bhuvneshwar Kumar's
poor show at the death
overs is a real concern. He
struggled in the Asia Cup
and in the opener against
Australia.

He was dropped for the
second T20, perhaps, be-
cause skipper Rohit
Sharma felt he needed
only four bowlers for the
eight overs but
Bhuvneshwar's form is
worrisome. Death overs

specialist Harshal, who is
returning from an injury,
also hasn't inspired confi-
dence and perhaps needs a
couple of matches more to
find his rhythm.

The right-arm medium
pacer, who relies on his
variations to be effective,
has conceded 81 runs in
his six overs at an econo-
my rate of 13.50 and is the
most expensive bowler in
the series. He has strug-
gled to get his lengths
right, remaining wicket-
less.

India rely on their spin-
ners in the middle overs
and while Axar has been a
big positive, Chahal has

faltered. He went for a lot
of runs in the Asia Cup
and the trend has contin-
ued against Australia.

India will, however,
breathe a sigh of relief as
Bumrah was his vintage
best, showing no signs of
rust after returning from
his back injury.

In the batting depart-
ment, the famed top order
comprising Rohit, KL
Rahul and Virat Kohli
needs to be more consis-
tent. The trio has not fired
in unison for a while.

Suryakumar Yadav has
also been patchy in the
past few games with
Hardik Pandya churning

out match-winning per-
formances.

Another chink in the
Indian batters' armour is
leg spin. The have contin-
ued to struggle against leg-
gies and Adam Zampa has
utilised this weakness
well.

Dinesh Karthik, who
played his role of a finish-
er to perfection in the pre-
vious game, is likely to get
more game time.

Skipper Rohit would
also like to give Axar, who
is a like-to-like replace-
ment for the injured
Ravindra Jadeja, a go with
the bat to see how the all-
rounder performs in

crunch situations.
Additionally, he is the only
left-hander in the side
apart from Rishabh Pant.

The Australians, on the
other hand, would also be
concerned with their bowl-
ing.

After outplaying India in
the first game, the
Australians were at the re-
ceiving end in the second
match, eventually losing
by a massive six wickets.
While Aaron Finch and
Matthew Wade managed to
put runs on the board,
their bowling department
failed miserably once
again.

In the absence of the in-
jured Nathan Elis, pacers
Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood and Daniel
Sams leaked over 11 runs
an over. All-rounder
Cameron Green has also
been expensive.

Wade has been brilliant
with the willow but with a
World Cup to defend in
their backyard, the
Australian team manage-
ment would like the big-
hitting Glenn Maxwell,
who has scored just a run
in two games, to pick up
form. Come Sunday, both
teams will try to iron out
the chinks in their ar-
mours and come on top, as
a series win this close to
World Cup will be a real
moral booster.

Harshal, Chahal’s form in focus ahead
of series decider against Australia

India’s players attend a practice session.

Match starts at 7pm IST.

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI):

Jhulan Goswami's com-
mitment to the game was
such that she would "spit
fire" even while bowling
in the nets, and at the re-
ceiving end of it often
was her longtime team-
mate and captain, Mithali
Raj.

India's finest ever bat-
ter Mithali, who called
time on a glorious career
in July, on Saturday wel-
comed her contemporary
and fast-bowling great
Jhulan into the former
cricketers' club.

Having shared the
dressing room for close to
two decades, Mithali and
Jhulan saw the massive
growth of women's crick-
et in India, shared many
memorable wins and also
some heartbreaking loss-
es.

Speaking to PTI on
Jhulan's immense im-
pact, longevity and relent-
less hardwork over the
years, Mithali began by
talking about the
'Chakdaha Express'' early
days when she came into
the Indian team as a 19-
year-old.

"We are of the same
age, so we have that com-
fort level and communi-
cation. It was always very
easy to reach out to her
and speak to her.
Someone who was always
high on energy on the
ground, may be because
she is a fast bowler," said

Mithali. The 39-year-old
became the leading wick-
et-taker in ODIs through
sheer dedication. Though
swing was not her biggest
weapon, accuracy and
use of the seam got her a
bagful of wickets.

The competitive spirit
in Jhulan was very much
evident even in the nets,
recalled Mithali.

"In the nets, I would
often ask her 'why are you
spitting fire, you are my
teammate only na'. Then
she would say 'to get out is
the toughest'. She always
had the competitive
streak including domes-
tic cricket where we
played against each other
often. I enjoyed that rival-

ry as well." A fast bowler
is expected to have a
tough exterior but Jhulan
was also gentle at heart.
Mithali recollected a
game in domestic cricket
that revealed Jhulan's
softer side.

"We were playing in the
semifinals (Railways ver-
sus Bengal). I did not
carry my helmet during
that domestic season.
Jhulan was aiming right
at my head and I did leave
a lot of her bouncers.

"After a while she came
up to me and said 'why
are you not wearing a hel-
met? I was like 'I did not
carry helmet', how will I
wear one?' Those were the
fun times."

Jhulan would spit fire even while
bowling at me in nets: Mithali

London, Sep 24 (PTI):

In a touching gesture,
India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur let Jhulan Goswami
call the toss in her farewell
game at Lord's on Saturday.

Harmanpreet and
Jhulan came for the toss to-

gether and stood alongside
England captain Amy
Jones. The India skipper
was also in tears during a
team huddle before the
game as the side bid an
emotional farewell to
India's finest pacer. After
the toss, Jhulan also spoke

to host broadcaster Sky
Sports. Having already
sealed the series, their first
in England in 23 years,
India would be aiming for a
3-0 series result and give a
perfect send-off to Jhulan,
who played international
cricket for two decades.

Jhulan joins Harmanpreet
at toss in farewell game

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI):

The Indian team for the
FIFA U-17 Women's World
Cup, to be held in the coun-
try from October 11, has
left for Spain to play inter-
national friendly matches
next week.

The All India Football
Federation (AIFF), howev-
er, did not mention the
teams the Indians will play
against. "These friendlies
have been planned as part
of the team's preparation
for the upcoming FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup, which
is scheduled to take place in
India from October 11," the
AIFF said in a release. "The
details of the upcoming
matches will be confirmed
soon." The Young Tigresses
have been camping in
Bhubaneswar. The 23-
member squad, along with
the support staff, travelled
left for Spain on Friday
night.

The Squad:
Goalkeepers: Melody

Chanu Keisham,
Monalisha Devi
Moirangthem, Anjali
Munda

Defenders: Astam
Oraon, Gladys

Zonunsangi, Kajal,
Naketa, Purnima
Kumari, Varshika, Shilky
Devi Hemam, Nikita
Jude

Midfielders: Babina
Devi Lisham, Nitu Linda,
Shailja, Shubhangi Singh

Forwards: Anita
Kumari, Lynda Kom
Serto, Neha, Rejiya Devi
Laishram, Shelia Devi
Loktongbam, Kajol
Hubert Dsouza, Lavanya
Upadhyay, Sudha Ankita
Tirkey.

Dubai, Sep 24 (PTI):

Bangladesh and Ireland have

qualified for the 2023

Women's T20 World Cup in

South Africa after winning

their respective semi-finals at

the qualifying event in Abu

Dhabi. Bangladesh completed

a 11-run win over Thailand and

Ireland beat Zimbabwe by four

runs in matches played at the

Zayed Cricket Stadium on

Friday to book their berths,

joining Australia, England,

India, New Zealand, Pakistan,

South Africa, Sri Lanka and

the West Indies, who have

already made it to the 10-team

tournament.

Bangladesh captain Nigar

Sultana Joty said: "We came

here to qualify for the T20

World Cup, and we did it! We

have been playing together for

so many years, this is our time

to show the world how good

we are, how much we have

improved as a side."

Indian team for FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup
leaves for Spain to play friendly matches

Bangladesh,
Ireland qualify for
2023 Women’s T20

World Cup

Karachi, Sep 23 (AP):

Harry Brook and Ben
Duckett bludgeoned maid-
en Twenty20 half-centuries
as England bounced back
to beat Pakistan by 63 runs
on Friday.

Brook smashed 81 off 35
balls and left-hander
Duckett made 69 off 42 de-
liveries as England racked
up 221-3 after losing the
toss.

Pakistan's top order
crumbled against fast
bowlers Mark Wood and
Reece Topley and finished
on 158-8 a day after chasing
down 199.

Wood picked up 3-24 and
Reece took 1-22 in their
first game of the series as
England brought them in
for David Willey and Luke
Wood. England leads the
series 2-1 with four more
games to go. They go again
in Karachi on Sunday.

Captain Babar Azam
and Mohammad Rizwan
couldn't repeat their
Thursday night heroics
when they led Pakistan to
a 10-wicket win with a bril-
liant double-century stand.

Both batters scored
eight runs each before
Wood had Babar caught at
third man in the third over,
and Topley clean-bowled
Rizwan with a brilliant
slower ball.

Left-hander Shan
Masood, who made his T20
debut in the first game,
top-scored with an unbeat-

en 65 off 40 balls but
Pakistan always lagged
well behind once it lost
Babar and Rizwan.

Brook smashed the
Pakistan pacers in the lat-
ter half of the innings
while Duckett was excel-
lent against the spinners.

Brook punished
Shahnawaz Dahani (0-62)

for boundaries at will in
the death overs as the fast
bowler returned with
Pakistan's second most ex-
pensive figures in a T20.

Legspinner Usman
Qadir picked up the wick-
ets of debutant Will Jacks
(40) and Dawid Malan (14)
in his first two overs before
ending at 2-48.

Brook and Duckett earn England
63-run win over Pakistan

England's cricketers shake hands with Pakistan's Shan Masood (R) after their victory at the end of
the third Twenty20 international cricket match between Pakistan and England at the National Cricket
Stadium in Karachi.

London, Sep 24 (AP):

This day, this match, had
to come, of course, for Roger
Federer, and for tennis, just
as it inevitably must for
every athlete in every sport.

Federer bid adieu Friday
night with one last contest
before he heads into retire-
ment at age 41 after a su-
perlative career that includ-
ed 20 Grand Slam titles and
a statesman's role. He
wrapped up his days as a
professional player with a
loss in doubles alongside his
longtime rival Rafael Nadal
for Team Europe in the
Laver Cup against Frances
Tiafoe and Jack Sock of
Team World.

The truth is that the vic-
tors, the statistics and the
score (OK, for the record it
was 4-6, 7-6 (2), 11-9) did not
matter, and were all so en-
tirely beside the point. The
occasion was, after all, about
the farewell itself. Or, better,
the farewells, plural:
Federer's to tennis, to the
fans, to his competitors and
colleagues. And, naturally,
each of those entities'
farewells to Federer.

When the match, and
with it his time in profes-
sionl tennis, ended, Federer
hugged Nadal, then Tiafoe
and Sock. And then Federer
began crying as he went to
greet the other members of
Team Europe. As cascades
of clapping and yells of af-
fection came from the
stands, Federer put his

hands on his hips, his chest
heaving.

Then he mouthed,
"Thank you," while applaud-
ing right back toward the
spectators who had chanted,
"Let's go, Roger! Let's go!"
during the concluding mo-
ments of a match that lasted
more than two hours and
ended at about 12:30 a.m.

The Swiss star an-
nounced last week that the
three-day team event, which
was founded by his manage-
ment company, would be his
final event before retire-
ment, then made clear the
doubles outing would be his
last match. His surgically re-
paired right knee -- the last
of three operations came
shortly after a loss in the
Wimbledon quarterfinals in
July 2021, which will go
down as his final official sin-
gles match -- is in no shape
to allow him to continue.

"For me, just personally,
(it was) sad in the first mo-
ment, when I came to the
conclusion it's the best deci-
sion," Federer said in an in-
terview with The
Associated Press this week
about his emotions when re-
alizing it was time to go. "I
kind of held it in at first,
then fought it off. But I could
feel the pain."

A couple of hours before
Friday's match, Federer
tweeted: "I've done this thou-
sands of times, but this one
feels different. Thank you to
everybody who's coming
tonight."

Roger Federer’s last match is
doubles loss with Rafael Nadal

Team Europe's Roger Federer, front, and Rafael Nadal in action
during their Laver Cup doubles match against Team World's Jack
Sock and Frances Tiafoe at the O2 arena in London.

Family keeps man’s
body at home for 

18 months thinking
he is in coma

Kanpur, Sep 23 (PTI): In
a bizarre incident, the
family of an Income Tax
department employee
who died last year kept
his body at home here for
almost 18 months assum-
ing that he was in a
coma, officials said on
Friday.

The man's wife, who
appears to be mentally
unstable, sprinkled 'gan-
gajal' on his highly de-
composed body every
morning, hoping that it
would help him come out
of the coma, they said.

In a statement, the
Kanpur police said
Dixit's death certificate
issued by a private hospi-
tal stated that he died due
to sudden cardiac respi-
ratory syndrome on
April 22, 2021.

Kolkata, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Three community puja
committees in the city are
installing Braille display
board this year to help the
visually impaired pandal
hoppers feel and enjoy the
grandeur of the festival
without depending on vol-
unteers to explain it to
them. The facility will en-
able them to know in de-
tail about the d cor and
the idol by touching the
surface of the Braille
display board.

Hazra Park
Durgotsab Committee,
State Bank Park in
Thakurpukur, and
Young Boys Club in the
Chitpur area are in-
stalling a Braille display
stand which will be
placed on one side of
the pandal. Another
popular puja, Shiv
Mandir Sarbajanin on

Lake Temple road in
south Kolkata, will be in-
stalling a Braille board for
the fifth year in a row.

Joint Secretary of
Hazra Park Sarbojonin
Durgotsab Committee
Sayan Deb Chatterjee
said, "During Durga puja
when everybody wants to
have fun, we decided to
enable the visually chal-
lenged people to soak
themselves in the festival
spirit.

Bhubaneswar, Sep 24 (PTI): 

After a decade of strug-
gle, the women of Odisha's
Nayagarh district lead the
battle for forest rights from
the front, having reclaimed
what they think is theirs
and winning the rights
over forests resources in 24
villages.

Narrating their hard-
ships to protect the forests,
the Block-level Women
Federation President in
Ranpur, Shashi Pradhan
said that the women of
Nayagarh District see for-
est as a "source of their
livelihood" and have been
"protecting it since 1984."

"Women have been pro-
tecting and conserving

these forests since 1984.
People living in the vil-
lages had no idea about
these rights. The women
took charge and decided to
hold awareness cam-
paigns on Forest Rights

Act," Shashi said.
Community and forest

resource rights were
granted to Kodalapalli and
Sinduria village together
as they led the fight for the
rights jointly.

Explaining why the
forests are managed
mostly by women in
Nayagarh district, Shashi
said that there was "mis-
management" when the
forests were taken care by
the men. "There was mis-
communication and huge
mismanagement when
the men used to manage
the forests. Later, the
women took over and led
the fight for rights," she
said.

Another forest-dweller
in Ranpur, Anita Pradhan
told PTI that there were
instances when people
from other villages at-
tempted to invade their
forest and tried to peel the
barks of the trees.

Thrissur, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The Congress will not be
able to retain the Lok Sabha
seats it had won during the
2019 Parliamentary elec-
tions in the state as MPs in-
cluding, Rahul Gandhi,
have 'failed' to resist the
BJP in the national polity,
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan has said.
The Chief Minister also
taunted the Congress party
over the inclusion of V D
Savarkar's photo among the
20 Indian freedom fighters
in a banner erected for wel-
coming the ongoing 'Bharat
Jodo Yatra' led by Rahul
Gandhi.

Addressing a massive
crowd here as part of the
50th Martyrdom day of Left
leader Azheekodan
Raghavan, Vijayan said that
people of his state have re-
alised that electing Gandhi

to Lok Sabha from Kerala
was a mistake. "When
Rahul Gandhi contested
here, our people thought
that he was going to become
the Prime Minister. But the
people now know that it was
a mistake. That trick of the
Congress will not work here
again. The UDF MPs from
Kerala are not even resist-
ing the BJP at the national
level. They failed to raise

any issue pertaining to
Kerala in the Lok Sabha,"
Vijayan said. The veteran
Left leader alleged that the
communal agenda of the
RSS was being encouraged
by the Congress and pointed
out that even the state chief
of the national party had
said that he will join BJP if
he wants.

"The BJP and the RSS are
now trying to include
Savarkar as a freedom fight-
er along with Bhagat Singh
and Chandrashekhar Azad.
You all might have seen the
poster of Savarkar with
Azad in a poster raised by
Congress. This shows that
the Congress has accepted
the campaign of the RSS
and that's why Congress in
Ernakulam decided to add
Savarkar in the freedom
fighters list," Vijayan told
the gathering on Friday
evening.

Jammu, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) mayor
Chander Mohan Gupta and
his deputy Purnima
Sharma on Saturday sub-
mitted their resignations
after a meeting chaired by
Jammu and Kashmir BJP
president Ravinder Raina
here. Both Gupta and
Sharma resigned voluntari-
ly and expressed their de-
sire to work for strengthen-
ing the organisation (BJP),
Raina told reporters after
the joint meeting of the
party corporators and lead-
ers.

He said the meeting laud-
ed the role of Gupta and
Sharma during the past
four years, especially in im-
plementation of projects
under the Jammu Smart
City. "The party will decide
the name of the next mayor

and the deputy mayor in
consultation with the cor-
porators," Raina said. A
BJP leader said a meeting
of the corporators and sen-
ior leaders has been con-
vened at the party head-
quarters on Sunday to
reach a consensus on the
name of the new mayor and
the deputy mayor.

BJP national general sec-
retary Tarun Chugh is also
attending the meeting, he
said, adding the names of
the new mayor and the
deputy mayor are likely to
be announced on Sunday
evening. Gupta and
Sharma took over their re-
spective posts on November
15, 2018, after the BJP swept
the prestigious JMC, win-
ning 43 out of the 75 wards.
The urban local bodies elec-
tions were held in four
phases from October 8-16 in
2018 after a gap of 13 years.

Kishanganj (Bihar), Sep 23 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday as-
serted that the Narendra
Modi government gives top
priority to strengthen the
country's borders, a reason
why expenditure on infra-
structure development in
these areas has gone up
considerably under the cur-
rent regime.

Addressing personnel of
the Sashastra Seema Bal at
the Fatehpur outpost,
falling in Bihar's
Kishanganj district along
the border with Nepal,
Shah also underscored the
Centre's sensitivity towards
welfare needs of those man-
ning the country's interna-
tional boundaries.
"Between 2008 and 2014, an-

nually around Rs 4,000
crore were spent on border
infrastructure projects.
This subsequently climbed
to nearly Rs 6,000 crore per
year," he said after inaugu-
rating buildings of
Fatehpur, Raniganj,
Aamgachhi, Pekatola and

Beria outposts. The total
money spent on border in-
frastructure projects under
the NDA rule at the Centre
has been Rs 44,600 crore, he
said. "This has led to a 3.5
times increase in the total
length of border roads,"
Shah told the gathering.

"Our personnel on the bor-
ders also chip in with their
expertise in times of na-
tional calamities and law
and order situations. The
government realises this
and has been working to
provide them and their
families with better facili-
ties," Shah said.

To a casual observer it
may appear that the SSB
has an easy job, having to
guard borders with friend-
ly countries like Nepal and
Bhutan, he said. "But we
know challenges faced by
you are no less daunting
since patrolling an un-
fenced area is tricky. Your
rapport and goodwill
among the local popula-
tion plays a very impor-
tant role," observed the
home minister.

Ahmedabad, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Saturday
claimed that Rahul
Gandhi's ongoing `Bharat
Jodo Yatra' has made the
BJP and RSS nervous and
forced the RSS chief to
reach out to various sec-
tions of society. Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat visited a mosque
in Delhi two days ago.

"Both BJP and RSS are
nervous ever since
Congress' Bharat Jodo
Yatra commenced.
Bhagwat is also meeting
people from different
walks of life. This is the ef-
fect of our initiative," said
Ramesh, Congress's gener-
al secretary in-charge of
communication, at a press
conference here. Bhagwat
earlier this week also held

discussions with the chief
of the All India Imam
Organisation, Umer
Ahmed Ilyasi. "Bhagwat's
visit was nothing but a
publicity stunt. Though he
visited the mosque, his in-
tentions were not good.
This was just pretence, be-
cause he remains silent on
real issues," Ramesh said.

When asked why Rahul
Gandhi's Yatra (foot-
march) across India would
not pass through the BJP-
ruled Gujarat where elec-
tions are due in December,
Ramesh said the campaign
was not election-centric.
Including Gujarat in the
itinerary was also not fea-
sible as the Yatra would

have taken 90 days to
reach the state by which
time elections would have
been over, the Congress
leader said. "Bharat Jodo
Yatra has nothing to do
with elections, at least not
Assembly elections in
Gujarat and other states.
However, it will surely im-
pact the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls," said Ramesh,
adding a stronger
Congress will make the op-
position even stronger.

"Bharat Jodo Yatra is
not being taken out for the
purpose of uniting the op-
position. People are now
realising that if Congress
remains weak, a united
opposition is meaning-
less," the Rajya Sabha
member added. The pur-
pose of the Yatra was to
stop the nation from disin-
tegrating under the BJP
rule, he said.
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Pinarayi Vijayan

Mass immersion of ashes of over 4000 unclaimed bodies by a Delhi-based social organisation in the Ganga river, in
Haridwar, Saturday.

MASS IMMERSION
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Visitors at the Taj Mahal during a rainy day, in Agra, Saturday.

ENJOYING TAJ VISIT‘BJP and RSS are nervous
due to Bharat Jodo Yatra’

Senior Congress leader Jairam Ramesh addresses a press
conference at Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan in Ahmedabad, Saturday.

‘Centre gives top priority to
strengthen border infrastructure’

Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation Amit
Shah interacts with SSB personnel during a visit to the
Indo-Nepal Border Outpost, in Fatehpur, Bihar. 

Jammu mayor,
deputy mayor resign

Three Durga puja pandals to
have Braille display board

‘Cong will not retain its LS seats in Kerala’

Kochi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) has claimed that
the documents seized
during the nation-wide
raids conducted at of-
fices of Popular Front

of India (PFI) and its leaders
contain highly incriminating
materials targeting promi-
nent leaders of a particular
community.

In a remand report submit-
ted before the NIA special
court here seeking custody
of 10 people in connection
with a case registered here,
the agency alleged that the
radical Islamist outfit encour-
aged youth to join terrorist
groups including Lashkar-e-
Taiba and Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria (ISIS).

The report, which was
submitted on September 22,
also claims that the outfit
conspired to establish
Islamic rule in India by com-
mitting terrorist act as a part
of violent jihad.

It said the PFI spreads
"dis-affection against India
by wrongful interpretation of
government policies to the
particular section of people"
to create hatred against the
state and its machineries.

"During the investigation,
based on materials collect-
ed, it has been disclosed that
the accused named in the
FIR were actively involved in
the organised crimes and un-
lawful activities repeatedly,
to terrorise other religious
sections of the society, be-
sides creating fear in the
mind of general public based

on the larger conspiracy
hatched among themselves
and others," the report said.

In near simultaneous raids
across the country, a multi-
agency operation spear-
headed by the NIA on
September 22 led to the ar-
rest of 106 activists of the
Popular Front of India in 11
States for allegedly support-
ing terror activities in the
country.

"The seized documents
also contain highly incrimi-
nating materials related to
targeting of prominent lead-
ers of a particular communi-
ty. The Hit List seized clearly
shows that the PFI, which is
working through its leaders,
members and associated
have gone far ahead in creat-
ing atrocities among the
community," the report said.

‘PFI spreads ‘disaffection’ against India by
wrongful interpretation of govt policies’
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Women lead the battle in
Nayagarh for forest rights

Women who led the fight for forest conservation and protection
in Nayagarh district. 
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Dehradun, Sep 24 (PTI) 

The body of Ankita
Bhandari who worked in
an Uttarakhand resort
was recovered from a
canal on Saturday, police
said as the ruling BJP
swung into action to expel
its leader whose son, the
main accused, owned the
property and the adminis-
tration began demolishing
the structure.

Outrage over the killing
of the 19-year-old, who
worked as a receptionist in
the Vanantara resort in
Pauri district's
Yamkeshwar block owned
by Haridwar BJP leader
Vinod Arya's son Pulkit
Arya, escalated as details
emerged of her trauma in
the days preceding her
death. Violent protests
erupted in areas sur-
rounding the resort with
locals breaking glass
panes and some trying to
torch a pickle factory in its
premises. However, the
fire did not spread much
as the weather was cloudy.

BJP's Yamkeshwar
MLA Renu Bisht's car was
also attacked near the
Cheela canal close to
Rishikesh from where the
young woman's body was
recovered, six days after
her parents found her
missing from her room.
However, the crowds,
seething with anger, suc-
ceeded only in breaking
the rear windscreen of her

car and Bisht was escorted
to safety by police person-
nel. Bhandari had been
under pressure from
Pulkit Arya who was ar-
rested on Friday with re-
sort manager Saurabh

Bhaskar and assistant
manager Ankit Gupta and
sent to 14 days judicial cus-
tody to provide "special
services" to guests,
Director General of Police
Ashok Kumar said.

Mandi (HP), Sep 24 (PTI):

The voters of Himachal
Pradesh have made up
their mind to repeat the
BJP government in the
state as their counterparts
in Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand had done a
few months, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Saturday.

Modi addressed a rally
of the BJP youth wing in
Mandi via video-confer-
encing as he could not
reach the venue by heli-
copter due to inclement
weather. Earlier, the voters
in Uttar Pradesh and

Uttarakhand followed a
tradition of changing the
governing party every five
years, but they have now
given up this practice.

Similarly, the voters and
the youth of Himachal
Pradesh have made up

their mind to repeat the
BJP government as they
know the BJP can provide
a stable government and
can work in the direction
of developing the state.

Earlier, there were coali-
tion governments in the

country for decades which
created doubts in the
minds of people of the
world that the government
of multiple parties would
collapse midway, he said.

However, eight years
ago in 2014, the voters

voted for a strong and sta-
ble government at the
Centre which has brought
stability in work culture
and policies. A strong
foundation is now ready
and an ordinary person of
the country and the world
have faith in the govern-
ment, that is why the en-
tire world is now keen to
connect with India, he
added. The 'Yuva Vijay
Sankalp Rally' was organ-
ised at Paddal Maidan in
Mandi, the home district
of Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur, ahead of assem-
bly polls in the state sched-
uled for later this year.

Mumbai, Sep 23 (PTI): 

In a shot in the arm for
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena faction, the
Bombay High Court on
Friday granted it permis-
sion to hold its annual
Dussehra rally at the iconic
Shivaji Park ground in cen-
tral Mumbai.

For the Thackeray fac-
tion the development has a
symbolic value as Shivaji
Park is associated with the
Sena since its birth, and his
group is locked in a tussle
with the rebel group led by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde to
establish itself as the `real'
Shiv Sena. The Shinde fac-

tion had also sought per-
mission to hold the rally at
the same venue on the same
day (October 5), and op-
posed the Thackeray
group's petition in the high
court. Welcoming the rul-
ing, Thackeray appealed
his supporters to maintain
discipline while attending
the rally on Dussehra.

Thackeray supporters
celebrated the ruling out-
side the Sena's headquar-
ters in Dadar, close to the
Shivaji Park, as well as near
Thackeray's residence
Matoshree in Bandra and
in neighbouring Thane.

Kiran Pawaskar,
spokesperson of the Shinde
group, said they were con-
templating moving the
Supreme Court in appeal.

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on Saturday
got the nomination form for
the AICC presidential poll col-
lected from the party head-
quarters here with sources
saying he is likely to file his
papers on September 30.
Tharoor's close aide Aalim
Javeri collected the forms
from the office of the party's
central election authority
chairman Madhusudan Mistry
on the first day of the start of
the nomination process, all
but confirming an electoral
face-off for the top party
post with Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot. The
nomination form is likely to
be filed by Tharoor on the

last day of the nomination
process on September 30 as
the idea is to collect nomina-
tion-endorsing signatures
from across the country,
sources told PTI.
A total of 10 Pradesh
Congress Committee dele-
gates are needed to endorse
a candidate.
After over two decades, the
Congress is set to see a con-
test for the post of party
chief with Gehlot, who has
announced his candidature,
expected to take on Tharoor.
Tharoor on Monday had met
Sonia Gandhi and expressed
his intention to contest the
poll. The Congress president
conveyed she would stay
"neutral" in the elections,
according to sources.

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The CBI has taken four-
day custody of former
Mumbai Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Pandey in connection with
the alleged illegal phone
tapping of NSE employees
by his information tech-
nology firm, officials said
on Saturday.

Pandey was already in
the judicial custody of
Enforcement Directorate
in connection with probes
against him.

The CBI approached a
special CBI court here
seeking his custody in con-
nection with the tapping
case which was granted
for four days during which
he will be interrogated by
the agency, the officials
said.

U’khand murder
sparks protests

Angry people broke the rear window of Yamkeshwar MLA Renu
Bisht's car in protest against killing of Ankita Bhandari. 

The Uttarakhand police chief
on Saturday said that the 19-
year-old receptionist, whose
body was fished out from a
canal on Saturday, was being
pressured by the resort
owner to provide "special
services" to guests.
DGP Ashok Kumar said that
this much has been known
from the girl's chat with a
friend of hers. Earlier, a
Facebook friend of the recep-
tionist, had reportedly said
that his friend was killed
because she refused to have
sex with guests as demanded
by the owner of the resort
where she worked.

DGP reveals why 
receptionist was killed

Outrage over the killing of the
19-year-old, who worked as a
receptionist in the Vanantara
resort in Pauri district's
Yamkeshwar block owned by
Haridwar BJP leader Vinod
Arya's son Pulkit Arya, esca-
lated as details emerged of
her trauma in the days pre-
ceding her death. As the rip-
ples of anger spread, Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami promised that no one
would be spared and that a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) headed by Deputy
Inspector General P Renuka
Devi had been constituted to
probe all aspects. 

BJP leader, 
son expelled 

‘Himachal voters to repeat BJP govt’

PM Narendra Modi addresses the 'Yuva Vijay Sankalp' rally, via video conferencing. 

CONG PREZ POLL

Tharoor to file 
nomination on Sep 30

CBI arrests 
ex-Mumbai police

chief Sanjay Pandey 

MORAL VICTORY FOR UDDHAV

HC allows Uddhav-led Sena
faction to hold Dussehra rally 
̈ At Shivaji Park
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Baghel expressed displeasure over
poor condition of roads 

Raipur, Sep 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
expressed displeasure over
the poor condition of roads
in the state at a review
meeting of PWD officers at
his residence office on
Saturday. Despite sanction
of the funds, no road repair
and maintenance works
were carried out which
showed negligence, he said.
He instructed the officials
to complete the under-con-
struction roads expedi-
tiously. Patchwork should
be done wherever required
on the roads, he said and

added that the condition of
the roads would be re-
viewed again after a week.

The officials informed
that Chhattisgarh Road and
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Corporation
Ltd. will complete construc-
tion of 150 roads and 15
bridges by December 2022,
160 roads and 20 bridges by
March 2023, 74 roads and 25
bridges by June 2023 and 34
roads and 5 bridges by
December 2023. This way
483 works will be completed
by December 2023 out of 520
works, they said.

It was informed in the
meeting that construction
work is in progress on
Katghora-Hardibazar-
Baloda-Akaltara road in
Korba district by
Chhattisgarh Road and
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Corporation
Limited. Renovation of
C h a n d r a p u r - D a b h r a -
Kharsia-Dharamjaygarh-
Pathalgaon road under dis-
trict Raigarh is also in
progress. The works of
roads and bridges under
various schemes are being
completed expeditiously.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Public Works
Department Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Additional Chief Secretary
Subrat Sahoo, CM’s
Secretary Siddharth Komal
Singh Pardeshi, Finance
Department Secretary
Alarmeimangai D, Dr S
Bharthidasan, Energy
Department Secretary
Ankit Anand, CM’s Deputy
Secretary Soumya
Chourasia, CGRIDCL
Managing Director
Saransh Mittar and other
officers.

Tasneem defeated Malvika to enter into final

Raipur, Sept 24: Tasneem
Mir defeated no 1 rank play-
er Malvika Bansod with the
score of 21-16,14-21, 22-20 to
enter into the final of the
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Trophy Indian
International Badminton
tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Badminton
Association (CBA) here on
Saturday. She will face
Samia Imad Farooqi in the

final match who defeated
Purve Barve with the score
of 22-20, 21-15 in the semi-
final match here.

Similarly, Shubhnaker
Dey defeated Aditya Joshi
with the score of 21-15, 11-21,
21-11 to enter into the final
match of the tournament.
Priyanshu Rajawat from
India defeated U Igarshi
from Japan with the score of
21-16, 21-15 to enter into the
final of Men’s category.

In the Women’ double
semi-final match, the pair of
Puja Dundu and Arti Sara
Sunil defeated the pair of

Navya Kanderi and Rakshi
with the score of 21-15, 13-21,
21-13 to quality for the final.
In the mixed doubles event,
the pair of Rohan Kapoor
and Reddy N Sikki defeated
the pair of Gaus Seikh and
Manisha to enter into the
final whereas the pair of
Ratyaopol and Chasini
Korpeo from Thailand de-
feated the pair of Ishan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha
Cristo to enter into the final
of the tournament.

In the Men’s double event,
the pair of Ishan Bhatnagar
and Sai Prateek defeated the

pair of Siddharth Elengo
and T Hema Nagendra with
the score of 15-21, 21-12, 21-13
to enter into the final where-
as the pair of Krisha Prasad
Garag and Vishnuvardhan
Gaud defeated the Thailand
pair to enter into the final.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel would be the chief
guest of the final matches
and prize distribution cere-
mony to be held on Sunday
afternoon whereas former
All England Badminton
champion P Gopichand
would be present as special
guest.

Munat dares Govt to probe
Skywalk through SC judge

Raipur, Sept 24:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Spokesperson and
former Public Works
Minister Rajesh Munat on
Saturday dared the state
government to conduct
the investigation through
retired Justice of
Supreme Court on much-
talked Skywalk construc-
tion instead of resorting
to cheap politics.

Talking to a section of
media persons here fol-
lowing the Congress
leader requesting Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to conduct high-level
probe on the Skywalk con-
struction, the former
PWD Minister Rajesh
Munat said that the Chief
Minister lacks vision of
development and can only
level allegations instead of

taking the works.
He said that present

Congress government has
taken to take decision
even after four years in of-
fice on the incomplete
Skywalk whereas the
state government has all
the details as well as offi-
cers know each and every
thing about the project.
Munat also took a dig on
failure to start the

Expressway which is
under repair for more
than four years for just a
small technical repair
work.

BJP spokesperson fur-
ther stated that instead of
resorting to politics, the
Chief Minister Baghel
should ensure completion
of several works which
were sanctioned by erst-
while government.

Doorstep delivery of nearly 13 lakh smart card-based
registration certificates, driving licenses 

Raipur, Sep 24: In a bid to
ensure that people don’t
stand in queues and wait for
their turn or make multiple
rounds of the transport of-
fices, the “Tuhar Sarkar
Tuhar Dwaar” facility is
being implemented by the
Transport Department cov-
ering doorstep delivery of
various transport related
services.

Under the scheme being
operated as per directions of
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel and Transport
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, more than 12.95 lakh
smart card-based registra-
tion certificates and driving

licenses have been delivered
to the doorstep of appli-
cants since June 2021. This
includes 08 lakh 68 thou-
sand 527 smart card-based

registration certificates and
04 lakh 26 thousand 247 driv-
ing licenses.

Continuous monitoring
of the same is being done by
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar for the
orderly operation of this
scheme. Under this, 22
transport-related services
are being provided to the
people at their doorstep.
Under this public-centric fa-
cility, people no longer need
to make multiple rounds of
the transport offices for get-
ting their work done. This
saves both money and time
for the applicants.

Transport Department of-
ficials informed that a
helpline number +91-75808-
08030 has been issued by the
department to make this
service more accessible.
The service is available
from 10 am to 5.30 pm on all
working days. Applicants
can also get the desired in-
formation by sending their
queries to the e-mail id cg-
parivahandispatch@gmail.
com. Right now on average
100 calls are being received
per day seeking informa-
tion related to the driving li-
cense and registration
process, taxes, and fees.

State govt to introduce legal provisions
to control online gambling and betting

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 24:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has instructed DGP
Ashok Juneja to take
stringent steps to curb the
social menace of gam-
bling and betting in the
state. He has directed to
draft necessary legal pro-
visions and procedures
for taking strict measures

to effectively ban various
forms and platforms of
gambling and betting in
the state. This will act as a
base for making strict
laws to prevent the illegal
activities of gambling
and betting.

M e a n w h i l e ,
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government has been
taking active steps to curb
gambling and betting
across the state.
Necessary instructions
are being given from time
to time in this regard. The
state police is taking strict
action to prevent gam-
bling and betting.
However, people have now

started using online plat-
forms for gambling and
betting purposes to avoid
any legal action. Stressing
on the need for bringing a
foolproof law to curb on-
line gambling, Baghel
said “Online gambling
has become one of the
fastest growing sectors
today. However, due to the
lack of any legal provi-
sion and clear course of
action, it cannot be effec-
tively controlled. Taking
a step ahead, the govern-
ment will now draft nec-
essary legal provisions
and procedures to curb
online gambling and bet-
ting.

CM seeks centre’s nod for 2G
ethanol refinery in state

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has urged Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to
grant approval for a com-
mercial and a demonstra-
tion project through oil
marketing companies for
the production of ethanol
in the state from surplus
paddy. Besides, he has also
requested to give a nod for
the establishment of a 2G
ethanol refinery.

In his letter addressed to
Shah, Chief Minister gave
reference to the meeting of
the central region of the
Inter-State Council held on
August 22, 2022. Baghel said

that “in the said meeting I
have requested setting up
refinery by Oil Marketing
Company of Government
of India under Pradhan
Mantri JI-VAN (Jaiv
Indhan – Vatavaran
Anukool Fasal Awashesh
Nivaran) Yojana in the state
for bioethanol production
from lignocellulosic bio-
mass for disposal of crop

residues.”
He added that the esti-

mated annual production of
crops especially paddy in
Chhattisgarh is 137 lakh
MT (Kharif marketing year
2022-23). All favorable condi-
tions are available in the
state for setting up lignocel-
lulosic biorefinery.

Chief Minister further
stated in the letter that the

‘BaStrategic Partnership’
can be adopted by the state
government’s urban bodies
and Gauthan Samitis to
provide lignocellulosic bio-
mass through backward
linkage. The targets set for
the fulfillment of the objec-
tives of the scheme will
help in reducing environ-
mental pollution caused by
the burning of agricultural
residues and solid waste
management in urban
areas.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has asked Shri Amit
Shah to take necessary ac-
tion for setting up a 2G
ethanol refinery in the state
while granting approval for
a commercial and a demon-
stration project through oil
marketing companies for
ethanol production in the
state from surplus paddy.

FRESHER PARTY AT MAHANT COLLEGE

Mahant Laxminarayan Das College students dancing to musical beats to enjoy fresher party organized at the 

college campus on Saturday.

Writes to Union
Home Minister 

CM instructs DGP to
make strict rules to
curb online gam-
bling and betting

 ‘Tuhar Sarkar Tuhar
Dwaar’

AIIMS-R celebrates 10th Foundation
Day with sapling plantation drive

Raipur, Sep 24: All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences celebrated its
10th Foundation on
Saturday with a sapling
plantation drive. The
Institute is going to start
Renal transplants within a

month, and there is also
IVF facility going to be
started soon. AIIMS has
also introduced an e-file
system to reduce the time
processing files for official
work.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.

Nagarkar, Director,
marked the occasion with
a sapling plantation at the
Residential Complex in
Kabir Nagar and at
Medical College. ‘Within
10 years, AIIMS-R has suc-
cessfully marked its pres-
ence among national med-
ical institutes. 49 ranking
in NIRF exhibits our com-
mitment to excellence. 4.45
lakh patients visited OPD
last year, which has dou-
bled in the last five years.
We had 7510 major surger-
ies and 6370 minor surger-
ies last year. 18000 patients
get benefits under
Ayushman Bharat Yojana
and 1500 birth at Obs and
Gyne department. IPD
witnessed more than
30,000 patients during this

period. We are going to
start renal transplant and
IVF facility soon, he
added. AIIMS has 125
seats in MBBS and 75 in
BSc (Nursing). There are
35 super specialty MD and
MCh seats available
across 14 departments.
‘More seats in the super
specialty will ensure con-
sultants in all major disci-
plines, Prof. Nagarkar
said. During the sapling
plantation Anshuman
Gupta, Deputy Director
(Admin.), Prof. Alok C.
Agrawal, Dean
(Academics), B.K.
Agarwal, Financial
Advisor, medical students,
and senior officers also
participated in the drive.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director planting a sapling 

during the 10th Foundation Day program in AIIMS.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 24:
Pantsulaia Levan from
Georgia continues to
maintain lead in the
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Trophy Chess
for Grand Masters and
International Masters
being organized under

the aegis of Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Chess
Association (CPCA) here
on Saturday after Round
5. Paichadze Luka from
Georgia is the third posi-
tion followed by
Savchenko Boris from
Russia in 4 and
Krasenkow Michal from
Poland in 5th position.

Pantsulaia maintains lead in
CM Trophy Chess tournament

Chhattisgarh CM
Trophy finals today



Prayer meet 
MMuummbbaaii:: Raju
Srivastava's family on
Saturday announced that
a prayer meet in memory
of the comedian-actor
will be held on
September 25.
Srivastava, one of the
popular names in the
comedy and film circuit,
died on Wednesday at the
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
after 41 days in hospital.

Electrocution 
PPaakkuurr:: A 55-year-old man
and his 25-year-old son
were killed due to elec-
trocution in Jharkhand's
Pakur district, police said
on Saturday. The incident
took place at Ilami village
under Pakur Muffasil
police area in the inter-
vening night of Friday and
Saturday, the police said.
The deceased were iden-
tified as Farjan Seikh and
his son Sharif Seikh.

Bribe 
JJaaiippuurr:: A block develop-
ment officer (BDO) and
three others were arrested
on Saturday for allegedly
taking a bribe of Rs 5 lakh
in Rajasthan's Alwar dis-
trict, an Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) spokesperson
said. BDO Netram posted in
Rajgarh, and middlemen
Lokesh Meena, Krishnkant
Meena, and Jaipratap Singh
had demanded bribe of Rs
9 lakh to clear outstanding
bills of Rs 14 lakh of the
complainant.

Factory fire
GGwwaalliioorr:: A fire erupted at
a shoe factory in Madhya
Pradesh's Gwalior on
Saturday and 30 workers
were evacuated safely
from the premises, an
official said. The blaze
broke out at a unit manu-
facturing plastic shoes at
Tansen Nagar in the
afternoon, additional dis-
trict magistrate (ADM)
Ichchhit Gadpale said.

Patna, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The Patna High Court
has sought a reply from the
Bihar government on its
decision to dismantle the
historic Sultan Palace to
build a five-star hotel, even
as it stayed the proposed
demolition of the iconic
100-year-old landmark in
the heart of the city.

The stay on the demoli-
tion of the Palace, built in
1922 by barrister Sir
Sultan Ahmed, was grant-
ed by the court during an
online hearing on Friday
on a PIL filed recently, ac-
cording to lawyers of the
petitioner.

The move has brought
much-needed relief to her-
itage lovers and a large
cross-section of the citi-
zenry which had been de-
manding the authorities to

roll back the decision, and
instead restore and reuse
the palace.

The public interest liti-
gation (PIL) was filed by a
young Patna-based lawyer
and this was the first hear-
ing in the case, said a mem-
ber of a team of lawyers
who appeared on behalf of
him during the hearing.
"The PIL, titled Amarjeet
vs Union of India, against
the decision of Bihar gov-

ernment to demolish the
heritage building 'Sultan
Palace' in Patna, which is
commonly known as
Parivahan Bhawan, was
filed before the Patna High
Court a few weeks ago.

"A division bench of the
Chief Justice of the High
Court Justice Sanjay Karol
and Justice S Kumar
stayed the proposed demo-
lition of the Sultan
Palace," the member said.

The court has sought a
reply from the Bihar gov-
ernment as to why it has
planned to demolish a 100-
year-old heritage building,
asking it to furnish the re-
sponse in "eight weeks."

Bihar native Sriram
Krishna, who practices at
the Supreme Court, and
sometimes at the Patna
High Court, and leads the
legal team of the petition-
er, said, "A future cannot
be forged by erasing our
past, it has to be a holistic
development."

"We already lost Patna
Collectorate to demolition,
which should have been
protected and preserved by
the state government. And,
a host of other historic
buildings have also been
demolished in the last
decade or so. And, now the
sword of demolition was
dangling over this beauti-
ful palace, so we decided to
intervene to save it for the
posterity," he told PTI.
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BRIEF

A man uses a plastic sheet to
shield himself as it rains, in

New Delhi, Saturday.

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The CBI on Saturday car-
ried out searches at 59 loca-
tions across 21 states and a
Union Territory in an in-
ternationally coordinated
law-enforcement crack-
down on online circulation
of Child Sexual Abuse
Material (CSAM), with offi-
cials here saying more
than 50 suspects in the
country are under the
scanner.

The raids, part of
Operation 'Megha Chakra',
were launched after the
agency registered two
cases under relevant provi-
sions of the Information
Technology Act based on
inputs from the Crime
Against Children (CAC)
unit of Interpol, based in
Singapore, which had re-
ceived it from the New
Zealand Police, the officials
said.

The agency is question-
ing suspects about illicit
material found on their
electronic devices so as to
identify the victims and
the abusers, a CBI
spokesperson said.

"It was alleged that a
number of Indian citizens
were involved in circula-
tion/downloading/trans-
mission of Child Sexual
Abuse Material (CSAM)
using cloud-based storage,"
the CBI spokesperson said
after the Saturday raids
were over. "The said infor-

mation received in Interpol
from Law enforcement au-
thorities of New Zealand
was analysed and devel-
oped by CBI, and suspected
persons were identified to
locate and disrupt further
distribution," the
spokesperson said.

The operation is targeted
at cloud storage -- hence the
codename 'Megha Chakra'-
- used by the peddlers to
circulate audio-visual ma-
terial on illicit sexual activ-
ities with minors.

Officials said the CBI,
which was the first law-en-
forcement agency in India
to set up a cyber crime
unit, has hit CSAM ped-
dlers across India in the op-
eration.

A large number of elec-
tronic devices including
mobile phones, laptops be-
longing to more than 50
suspects were recovered
during the raids, they said.

"Preliminary scrutiny of
these electronic devices
using cyber forensic tools
has allegedly revealed the
presence of huge quantity

of CSAM (Child Sexual
Abuse Material) in a num-
ber of electronic devices"
the CBI spokesperson said.

He said Operation
'Megha Chakra' is one of
the major CBI-led global
operations in recent times
as a rapid response to on-
line child sexual exploita-
tion with international
linkages and organised
cyber-enabled financial
crimes, where victims, ac-
cused, suspects, conspira-
tors are located across glob-
al jurisdictions, requiring
a internationally coordi-
nated law-enforcement re-
sponse.

"The operation will col-
late information from law-
enforcement agencies in
India, engage with agen-
cies globally and coordi-
nate closely through
Interpol channels to com-
bat online child sexual ex-
ploitation and such organ-
ized cyber criminal activi-
ties," the agency said.

Chandigarh, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The Punjab Police on
Saturday said it has arrest-
ed an Army man in con-
nection with the
Chandigarh University
case, in which it was al-
leged that a hostel record-
ed several objectionable
videos of girl students in
the common washroom.

Punjab Director
General of Police Guarav

Yadav said Sanjeev Singh
was nabbed from
Arunachal Pradesh. He
will be produced before a
Mohali court. "Crucial
breakthrough in the
#ChandigarhUniversity
case with the assistance of
the #Army, #Assam &
#Arunachal Pradesh
Police. Accused Army per-
sonnel Sanjeev Singh ar-
rested from Sela Pass,
Arunachal Pradesh.
Transit remand obtained
from Ld CJM Bomdilla for
production before Mohali
court," said the DGP in a

tweet. He was suspected of
blackmailing the accused
woman student, said the
DGP. Yadav said based on
forensic and digital evi-
dence, a Mohali police
team was dispatched to
Arunachal Pradesh to ar-
rest the accused.

Police also obtained a
two-day transit remand of
the accused from the court
of chief judicial magis-
trate (CJM), Bomdila.
"The guilty in this case
will not be spared and jus-
tice will prevail," said the
DGP. Police had earlier ar-

rested three people, a girl
student and two men, from
Himachal Pradesh.

Protests had rocked the
university campus in
Punjab's Mohali last week
over allegations levelled
by students that a hostel
inmate recorded several
objectionable videos of
students in the common
washroom. Some students
had even claimed that the
videos were leaked. The
university authorities,
however, dismissed these
allegations as "false and
baseless".

HC stays demolition of historic Sultan Palace
̈ Seeks reply from

Bihar govt

The historic Sultan Palace in Patna, Saturday.

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE MATERIAL

Massive CBI crackdown
̈ 59 locations raided

across country The raids, part of Operation
'Megha Chakra', were
launched after the agency
registered two cases under
relevant provisions of the
Information Technology Act
based on inputs from the
Crime Against Children
(CAC) unit of Interpol,
based in Singapore, which
had received it from the
New Zealand Police.

Why raids...

Operation 'Megha Chakra' is
one of the major CBI-led
global operations in recent
times as a rapid response to
online child sexual exploita-
tion with international link-
ages and organised cyber-
enabled financial crimes,
where victims, accused,
suspects, conspirators are
located across global juris-
dictions, requiring a interna-
tionally coordinated law-
enforcement response.

Operation 
‘Megha Chakra’

Chandigarh Univ Video Case

Army man held from Arunachal 
̈ Fourth arrest 

in case

Sangli, Sep 24 (PTI):

A village in
Maharashtra's Sangli dis-
trict is showing the way
out of the clutter of elec-
tronic gadgets and social
media platforms in mod-
ern life by getting its resi-
dents to go in for a "digital
detox" every evening.

The idea was mooted by
Vijay Mohite, the
sarpanch of Mohityanche
Vadgaon village, and resi-
dents have been participat-
ing in this novel exercise
enthusiastically.

A siren goes off from a
local temple at 7 pm, sig-
nalling people to put off
their mobile phones and
other gadgets and switch
off their television sets,
etc to indulge in reading
books, studying and talk-

ing with one another,
while the second alarm at
8.30 pm signals the end of
the detox period.

Talking to PTI,
sarpanch Mohite said the
coronavirus-induced lock-
down and the subsequent

spell of online classes
brought mobile phones
into the hands of children
for long hours even after
school ended for the day,
while television viewing
hours of parents got ex-
tended.
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X Maha village opts for ‘evening detox’
to curb life’s daily digital clutter

Children in Mohityanche Vadgaon village study during the digital
detox period between 7pm to 8.30pm, in Sangli district. 

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The Enforcement Directorate on
Saturday said it has attached
the factory plant, machinery,
land and plots of a Rajkot-based
company as part of a money
laundering investigation against
it for alleged bank loan fraud to
the tune of Rs 44 crore. The pro-
visionally attached assets of the
company called Mandeep
Industries are worth Rs 16 crore,
the agency said in a statement.
The attachment order has been
issued under sections of the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA). The money launder-
ing case stems from a CBI FIR
against the company and the
complaint alleged it "defaulted
in repaying loans to the Union
Bank of India causing an undue
loss to the tune of Rs 44.64 crore
to the bank."

BANK FRAUD

ED attaches
assets of Rajkot

company

New Delhi, Sep 23 (PTI): 

The cashless treatment fa-
cility provided by
Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY
scheme for poor and under-
served families has substan-
tially reduced their out-of-
pocket expenditure as well
as financial bankruptcy due
to severe and prolonged ill-
ness, and expensive treat-
ment, Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on Friday.

Mandaviya interacted vir-
tually with beneficiaries of
the scheme from different
parts of the country as the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB-PMJAY) completes four
years of implementation, a
statement by the health min-

istry said. Union Minister of
State for Health and Family
Welfare, Bharati Pravin
Pawar as well as Gujarat
Health Minister Rushikesh
Patel also attended the pro-
gramme. The Union health
minister also shared the tra-
vails and pain of the benefi-
ciaries and their families
who narrated their experi-
ence of severe health crisis,
and their inability of meet-
ing the healthcare expendi-
ture on their own, the state-
ment said.

They also relived their joy
on receiving financial sup-
port under AB-PMJAY
which enabled them to seek
quality tertiary treatment in
PMJAY empanelled hospi-
tals. Mandaviya elaborated
on the various features of
the scheme and stated that
"Ayushman Bharat has
strengthened the govern-
ment's mission to ensure
Health for All".

RELIEF FOR POOR

‘Cashless treatment 
facility by AB-PMJAY

comes as a boon for poor’
̈ Substantially reduced

out-of-pocket 
expenditure 

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Sixty-nine of the top 100 JEE-
Advanced rank-holders have
secured a seat in the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT),
Bombay, continuing the trend of
past several years.
Of these, 68 have chosen
Computer Science Engineering
while one has opted for
"Engineering Physics".
According to statistics available
with the Joint Seat Allocation
Authority (JoSAA), 93 top candi-
dates had chosen IIT Bombay as
their first preference, and 69 of
them made the cut in the first
round of seat allocation for the
IITs. Twenty-eight candidates
among the top 100 have got
admission in IIT Delhi and three
in IIT Madras. Last year, 62 of
the top 100 Joint Entrance
Exam-JEE (Advanced) rank-
holders got into IIT-Mumbai, up
from 58 in 2020. Sixty-two can-
didates among the top 100 had
joined IIT Bombay in 2019 while
the number was 59 in 2018.

JEE-Advanced 
toppers continue to
head to IIT Bombay

̈ Computer Science
top choice

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: Chemical
Society has been inaugu-
rated at the Mohan Lal Jain
Government College,
Khursipar. Here it needs a
mention that the College is
conducting postgraduate
course in chemistry

since the year 2018. In
which 30 seats have been
earmarked for the students
from the beginning.
Presently PG Semester-1
and Semester-3 students
have taken admission. The
Head of Department of
Chemistry, Dr Alka Shukla
told that all the seats were

full and the chemical socie-
ty was inaugurated on
September 22 in the chief
hospitality of Dr Aarti
Gupta, Head of
Department of Chemistry,
WW Patankar Government
Girls' College, Durg.
Madam Gupta also deliv-

ered a lecture on the topic
"Metal Cluster" and provid-
ed the students with impor-
tant notes .

Quiz competitions and
speeches were also organ-
ized on this occasion and
oath was administered to
all the office bearers of the

chemical society. Whose
names are as follows:
Chairman: K Aarti
Devangan, Vice president:
Avneesh K Tiwari,
Secretary: Chandrakala
Sahu and Secretary
Vandana Lahere Treasurer
Duo Chhaya Netam and CH
Divya.

The Head of the
Department, Dr Alka
Shukla told about the im-
portance of doing PG in
Chemistry and the various
programs being conducted
by the council. At the end of
the program Arju, guest
lecturer of the Department
thanked the guest.

TPO of St Thomas College organises Job Expo
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: The
Training & Placement
Office of St Thomas
College, organised a Job
Expo on career opportuni-
ties in SBI Life Insurance.

Shekhar Patel was the
resource person on this oc-
casion who thoroughly dis-
cussed the Job Profile and
future prospects in the
said company. He said that
SBI Life is a great opportu-
nity for the students dur-
ing their pursuance of
higher studies as it gives
them flexibility to work in
comfort of their time
schedule with significant
amount of monetary re-
turn and work experience
of established company.
He also said that working
with SBI Life can bring
massive exposure to future
job enrichments and

growth in an individual's
career. More than 100 stu-
dents from Science, Arts,
Commerce and
Management backgrounds
attended this Job Expo. Dr
MG Roymon, Principal

and Rev Father Dr Joshi
Varghese appreciated the
effort of the organizing
team. Dr Pratik Kumar
Sharma, Tulika Harshit
and Dr Suruchi Parkey co-
ordinated this programme.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: Every ef-
fort is being made with the
help of Indian Railways to
tide over the crisis arising
out of shortage of stock of
imported hard coking coal
at SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant.

To overcome the short-
age of coal, efforts are
being made to facilitate
availability of Coking coal
rake on priority despite
the busy railway route. For
this, the officials of Bhilai
Steel Plant and Indian
Railways are in constant
touch and efforts are being
made to make the coal
stock adequate.

Production was affected
partially due to reduction
in availability of imported
hard coking coal for the
past few days at Bhilai
Steel Plant and the push-
ing of coke in the coke

ovens had to be reduced.
To deal with this situa-

tion, continuous loading of
imported hard coking coal
from Visakhapatnam port
is being done with the help
of Indian Railways and ef-
forts are being made to fa-
cilitate supply of Coal rake
at Bhilai on priority.

There is an improve-

ment in stock position of
Coking coal in the last two-
three days and the situa-
tion is likely to further im-
prove in the coming few
days. With the joint coordi-
nation of BSP and the
Railways, every effort is
being made to overcome
this crisis.

It is worth mentioning

that the use of imported
hard coking coal is impor-
tant in the process of steel
production at Bhilai Steel
Plant. Coke is produced by
heating in Coke ovens
mixed with Indian coking
coal and this Coke and the
gases obtained as ancillary
products have a special
role in steel production.

Due to shortfall in the
stock of imported coal in
the Plant, coke pushing in
Coke ovens and supply of
Coke to Blast furnaces and
gas supply to furnaces of
other mills were affected.

In collaboration with
Indian Railways, imported
hard coking coal collected
at Visakhapatnam port is
being loaded and trans-
ported to Bhilai Steel Plant
in the last two days. The
stock of imported Coking
coal is improving gradual-
ly as compared to the earli-
er position.

With the availability of
coke, production in Blast
furnace is being in-
creased. It is expected that
sufficient quantity of coal
rakes will be supplied in
the coming days and the
present situation will im-
prove and production will
be normalized.

Ore Handling Plant creates
new despatch record

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: Anirban
Dasgupta, Director
Incharge (BSP) visited
SAIL-BSP's Ore Handling
Plant (OHP) to congratu-
late team OHP for  its best
ever performance on
September 23, 2022. OHP

achieved daily despatch of
more than 40280 Tonnes of
Raw Material to various
consumer shops overcom-
ing various challenges in
this monsoon season. This
record surpassed the pre-
vious best record of
38330T achieved on
September 10, 2022.

Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) was also present
to congratulate and moti-
vate the OHP team to
achieve the 41000T of dis-
patch record in a day. All
the concerned agencies
were appreciated for sup-
porting OHP for creating
this record.

CM to unveil statue of Maharaja Agrasen in Sector 6
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is going to attend the
Maharaja Agrasen
Jayanti celebrations at
Agrasen Bhavan in Sector
6 on September 26. He will
unveil a life-size marble
statue of Maharaja
Agrasen and inaugurate
the newly constructed
dome shed.

While addressing
media persons here on
Saturday, Agrasen
Jankalyan Samiti
President Bansi Agrawal
informed that the statue
of Maharaja Agrasen has
been bought from Jaipur.

He added that Agrasen
Youth Club has taken the
responsibility of
Maharaja Agrasen

Jayanti celebrations this
year. Various events are
being organised for the
last one week under this
programme. He further
added that the Agrasen
Bhavan has completed its
five decades of existence
and now it will appear in
a new look.

Youth Club President
Madhur Agrawal in-
formed that various
games and competitions
have been organised. The
centre of attraction will
be the Housie in which
prizes worth Rs 2 lakh
will be distributed. Many
members of the samaj

have come forward to
sponsor the prizes. He
added that the Youth Club
has been recently consti-
tuted in which the couples
of upto 45-years of age
have been included.

Media I/c Ashish
Agrawal informed that a
grand procession will be

taken out on September 25
around 10:00 hrs. About 70
cars, band parties, etc will
be the part of this proces-
sion. Dilip Agrawal in-
formed that the celebra-
tions are being organised
after a gap of two years.
Hence, the celebrations
are being organised on a
grand scale. Anand Mela,
sports competitions etc
have been organised.

Anil Agrawal,
Jaikishan Agrawal,
Kailash Agrawal, Girish
Bansal, Dinesh Lohia,
Ashish Gupta,
Vishnudutt Singhal,
Anup Bansal, Ghanshyam
Das Agrawal, Goverdhan
Agrawal, Sharad
Agrawal, Dinesh Singhal,
Vikas Agrawal and others
were present in the press
conference.
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Police arrests fake power bill scamster from Jharkhand
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 24:
Pushpendra Gajendra, a
resident of Sundar Nagar
in Supela, realised that
something was seriously
amiss when Rs 148030 was
debited from his bank ac-
count after he was asked
to clear his unpaid elec-
tricity bill.

Earlier he had received
a Whatsapp message from
an unsuspecting mobile
number mentioning that
the electricity supply will
be disconnected tonight
due to an unpaid power
bill.

It was further stated
that to avoid disconnec-
tion, the customer has to
contact the power compa-
ny executive on the mo-
bile number mentioned in
the message. Due to gen-
uine fear, he made a mo-
bile call on that number.

Impersonating an elec-
tricity company official,
the person on the other
end asked Gajendra to
contact another senior of-
ficial. When the victim
contacted the second per-
son, he made him down-
load an application "Quick
Support" after which Rs
148030 was deducted from

his bank account. Later he
lodged an FIR at Smriti
Nagar Chowki.

Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava gave in-
structions to his subordi-
nates after which ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and
DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui formed a team by
including Inspector
Santosh Mishra (I/c
ACCU), Inspector
Durgesh Sharma (SHO,
Supela), Inspector Rajesh
Sahu (SHO, Bhilai) and
Sub-Inspector Yuvraj
Deshmukh (SHO, Smriti
Nagar Chowki).

The police team con-
ducted technical analysis
of the mobile numbers
used by the unknown ac-
cused. The details of the
bank accounts used by the
accused to transfer the
amount were obtained. It
was found that some mo-
bile numbers were regis-
tered with the bank ac-
counts.

Almost all the mobile
phones used in the inci-
dent were switched off
after the incident.
Thorough technical analy-
sis indicated the presence
of the accused at Jamtara
in Jharkhand.

A joint team of Anti
Crime and Cyber Units
and Police Stations led by
ASI Shamit Mishra, ASI
Babulal Sahu, ASI
Surendra Singh Rajput,
Head Constable Santosh
Mishra, Constable
Shahbaz Khan, Rakesh
Chaudhary, Bhavesh Patel
and Sushil Chaudhary
was sent to Jamtara. The
team stayed about 50 km
away from Jamtara and
made efforts to trace the
accused hiding in a re-
mote hilly and inaccessi-

ble area.
The police team

changed the number
plates of their vehicle and
got mixed with the locals.
Soon the identity of the
accused was ascertained
as Mukesh Mandal (27)
son of Suresh Mandal a
resident of village Jhiluva
Tola, Kharbani Police
Station, Narayanpur
Jamtara (Jharkhand). The
team further discovered
that the accused Mukesh
Mandal was caught earli-
er by Jamtara Police and

sent to jail in the year 2020
in some case of cyber
fraud.

They immediately ac-
quired a photograph of
the accused from local po-
lice. The team located the
accused and monitored
his movements and the
places of visit. It was dis-
covered that the accused
visits a Mutton Shop daily
to purchase meat. Dressed
as local villagers, the cops
maintained vigil on the
shop and managed to ar-
rest the accused when he

reached the shop to pur-
chase meat.

During primary inter-
rogation, the accused
tried to mislead the cops
but soon confessed to have
committed the crime.
Mukesh Mandal informed
that he is studied upto
class 9th and learnt the
cyber fraud from the peo-
ple of nearby villages. He
made his own team of
cyber thugs.

He worked with his as-
sociates Ajay Mandal,
Akshay alias Pintu

Mandal and Ranjit
Mandal. Mukesh Mandal
created an App ID by con-
tacting the developer
from the customer care of
Google. They used to pur-
chase data of 10000 mobile
numbers for Rs 1000-1500.

Ajay Mandal and
Akshay Mandal, imper-
sonating as electricity de-
partment officials, used to
send messages on
Whatsapp on those mo-
bile numbers with warn-
ing of power disconnec-
tion.

When someone contact-
ed them on the given mo-
bile numbers, they would
get an application named
"Quick Support" down-
loaded on the victim's mo-
bile. They used this App
to access the mobile
phone of the victim and
conduct money transac-
tions. Ranjit Mandal man-
aged and operated the
Bank Account.

They shared the duped
money among them-
selves. In the case of
Pushpendra Gajendra,
the accused transferred
Rs 148030 from the vic-
tim's account to Kotak
Mahindra Bank and MPL
Gaming App. Later, the
amount transferred to the

bank was withdrawn by
Ranjit Mandal. Police
seized 02 nos Android mo-
biles and SIM card, one
laptop, and Rs 35500 from
the possession of the ac-
cused.

Police tried to trace
Ajay Mandal, Akshay
alias Pintu Mandal and
Ranjeet Mandal but they
had escaped after the ar-
rest of Mukesh Mandal.
The absconding accused
are being traced with the
help of Police Station
Jamtara. The accused
Mukesh Mandal was ar-
rested from Jamtara and
brought to Durg on tran-
sit remand.

ASI Shamit Mishra,
Head Constable Santosh
Mishra, Chandrashekhar
Banjir, Constable
Shahbaz Khan, Rakesh
Chaudhary, Bhavesh
Patel, Vikrant Yadu,
Javed Khan and Dinesh
Vishwakarma from Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit
Durg, ASI Babulal Sahu
from Smriti Nagar
Chowki, ASI Surendra
Singh Rajput and
Constable Sushil
Chaudhary from Bhilai
nagar Police Station
played a vital role in solv-
ing the case.

BSP-Indian Railways come together to overcome coal crisis 

Chemical Society inaugurated at Mohan
Lal Jain Government College, Khursipar

Country is paying huge price for 
non-implementation than framing policies
P resently, it has be-

come latest 'VOGUE'
among so-called policy
makers and politicians to
discuss, make, propagate
numerous bunch of poli-
cies from almost all
'NOOKS AND CORNERS'
whether its- Education,
Health, Upliftment of
D o w n t r o d d e n ,
Infrastructure, life-style,
public Amenities, or other
public welfare schemes
and so on……….The
politicians appear to be
born-Talented personali-
ties, though they are not
in making policies but un-

fortunately only handful
of them think of its com-
plete implementation
from SCRATCH TO
SHINE and its
Applications for target
section of the people for
whom these policies are
made, have almost got fed-
up with meaningless man-
ifesto, ineffective procla-
mations and non-viable
declarations of schemes
and policies either by
Government machineries
or Business Houses due to
ineffective implementa-
tion in true 'LETTER
AND SPIRIT'. In order to

appear effective and gen-
uine in the lives of the
people we must change
our Thought process,
working patterns every-
where, irrespective of its
importance and priorities,

ensuring need-based com-
pletion of projects that too
within TIME-BOUND
frames. Therefore, in real
sense Its High time for
drastic changes on imple-
mentation part rather
than only making policies
without any vested inter-
est neither by individuals
nor institutions and other
functioning bodies of the
State and Central
Governments.

- GV Rajshekher Rao,
Principal, TATA DAV

Public School, Sonadih,
Baloda Bazar

GV Rajsekhar Rao
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DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn,,  SSeepp  2244::  Standing
crop in the farms of farmers
near the Sheonath River area
was washed off due to not
opening of Darri Anicut Gates
after floods in Sheonath river

few days back. On the other
hand, the local administration
and government is not trying to
accept their fault and due to
fault between two depart-
ments, the farmers are made to
face the music and face mas-
sive loss for their yearly income. 

So now after the incident
where the parties have entered
into allegations and counter alle-
gations, but the farmers have
not got any relief so far and still

the cutting of soil due to water
flow is going on and due to
which the land area is regularly
decreasing. On the other hand,
the farmers have put forth a de-
mand before the state govern-
ment and administration that re-
filling on their land be done and
repair works be carried out on
war-footing. It is notable here
that on Sept 12, 2022, the flood-
ing in Darri Matia anicut be-
cause of floods in Sheonath river

came as huge loss for the farm-
ers who have taken crop nearby
this area. 

As the gates of the anicut
were not opened and due to
which the standing crop of the
farmers was lost in flood waters
and due to lack of instructions
from higher authorities, the cut-
ting of soil from river was still

continues till date. 
Though there is regular visit

of officers and employees after
the washing away of crop and
land of farmers in the region, but
the most surprising thing here is

that the active MLA has so far
not even visited to check the
amount of loss or damage to
the crop to the farmers or even
tried to come to console the
during trouble times.  Though

MLA Daleshwar Sahu during
talks with our representative in-
formed that he is a responsible
person and do not prefer to play
politics on such issues. It is a
major issue and let the report
come he will pay visit to the site
and conduct on the sport physi-
cal verification and would meet
the affected farmers as well.

During talks he even raised the
issue of quality of construction
work of Anicut. About the keys
of the gate of the Anicut, he in-
formed that in order to control
sand mafia, they locked the gate
and handed over the keys at
Nagar Panchayat and it was
handed over back to the depart-
ment before rains.
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Dongargarh, Sep 24:
All the panchs of the vil-
lage have applied in the
SDM office to bring a no-
confidence motion
against the sarpanch of
Kalakasa, a nearby vil-
lage in the block. The
likely date for the no-con-
fidence motion by the
SDM is yet to be decided.

Earlier, the no-confi-
dence motion brought by
the Panch's on the
Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Bachhera
Bhata was passed with
an overwhelming major-
ity, in which the
sarpanch had to lose his
post. According to the in-
formation received, 12

out of 13 Panchs of the
Gram Panchayat have
given an application to
the Sub-Divisional
Officer Revenue
Dongargarh to bring a
no-confidence motion
against the Sarpanch of

the village.
All the Panchgans of

the village have also
written in a letter to the
sub-divisional officer
Dongargarh that we all
Panchgan Gram
Panchayat Kalkasa re-
quest that Krishna
Kamde, the Sarpanch of
our Gram Panchayat
Kalkasa, misused his po-
sition for the past several
years and no Gram
Sabha conference has
been held in this Gram
Panchayat Kalakasa
since last one year and
nor does the monthly
meeting of the Gram
Panchayat take place on
time.

And in the meantime,
without taking the

Panches into confidence,
the Sarpanch has been
withdrawing the amount
continuously and in the
dependent village
Sandidh, the approved
amount of stage con-
struction sanctioned
from the MLA fund, the
advance amount of one
lakh sixty thousand sixty
thousand was with-
drawn in December
2021,and till date the said
work has not been start-
ed. Same way, there are
many such works in the
Panchayat which have
been done without the
knowledge of the
Panches. Pawan
Sonwani, Bir Singh
Netam and others were
present on the occasion.
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G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Sep 24:
National Science Seminar
is organized every year for
school students to develop a
sense of nationalism
among students across the
country, to create scientific
research, analytical apti-
tude among students, to
provide a platform for ex-
change of ideas of emerg-
ing scientists. The program
is being edited online till
the zone level.

In the same accordance,
block level National
Science Seminar was or-
ganized on the topic
"Science for Sustainable
Development - Challenges
and Prospects". In the semi-
nar organized in online
mode, 42 participants from
the development block
Gourela presented, in
which first place Manvi

Mishra, Class 9th, Seges
Semra, second place
Shaurya Raj Robinson,
Class 8th Seges Semra,
third place Yogendra Singh
Class 10th, Gurukul School.
From development block
Pendra first place went to
Vivek Rajak Class 10th
Seges Pendra English
Medium, second place was
Anita Rathore Class 10th

Shas High School
Bacharwar, third place was
Ku Meenakshi Kanwar
Class-10th, Shas High
School, Bacharwar. From
development block
Marwahi first place went to
Kishan class 10th Shas
High School Bhaskura, sec-
ond place Namrata Uike
class 10th, Shas High
School Bansital, third place
Rajkumar Class 10th Shas
High School Pandri.Mr.
Vishwas Govardhan,
Harish Sharma,
Parmanand Tandon,
Akhileshwar Sonwani,
Rajesh Kumar Soni, Balu
Ram Ogre, Rahul Kori,
Santosh Thwait, Gyan
Singh Yadav, Ravindra
Yadav were the judges.
District level seminar and
model exhibition will be or-
ganized on 22/09/2022 at
District Institute of
Education and Education
Pendra.

Everyone's participation is necessary in 
taking the society forward: Amitesh
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Fingeshwar, Sep 24:
Annual convention cum
meet of Chhattisgarh
Nishad Samaj was held
here, and in this event,
apart from Fingeshwar,
thousands of social work-
ers from Devbhog
Mainpur Chura
Gariaband and
Mahasamund Raipur
were present. The pro-
gramme started with the
worship of Lord Shri Ram
Janaki in the presence of
all the heads of the society.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief guest of the
programme, Ex-
Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister
and MLA Rajim Vidhan
Sabha Amitabh Shukla
said that today Nishad so-
ciety has emerged as more
self-reliant and stronger

than ever before and there
has been a lot of change in
today's Nishad society, the
main reason for this is ed-
ucation, and desire to
move forward in the peo-
ple, due to which take ad-
vantage of the schemes
run by the government
from time to time.

In his address, an an-
nouncement was made to
give 10 lakh rupees for the
construction of Nishad

Samajik Bhawan at
Lalpur Ahta. Speaking
with the pleasure of the
c h a i r m a n s h i p ,
Chhattisgarh Nishad
Samaj State President,
Parliamentary Secretary
and Gundardehi MLA
Kunwar Singh Nishad
said that along with edu-
cation, mutual coopera-
tion towards each other
and our traditional busi-
ness like fish farming and

many more schemes at the
government level should
be used with priority.

The conference was also
addressed by M.R. Nishad
President Fishermen
Welfare Board and  Nagar
Panchayat President
Jagdish Yadu.On this oc-
casion Janaki Nishad
State Secretary, Manohar
Nishad State Treasurer,
Kunti Nishad Sarpanch
Parsadkala Omprakash

Banchore Alderman
Deepak Shriwas
Councilor Bhavsing Sahu
President District
Congress Committee
G a r i a b a n d
Bhubaneshwar Nishad
Vice President District
Gariaband Moti Ram
Nishad President Khuteri
Chak Gajendra Nishad
Member State Executive
Kailash Nishad and many
others.

Cleaning of streets and 
plantation of saplings by NSS

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Sep 24:
Taking a pledge to clean
the streets and plantation
in Banbod, dependent vil-
lage of Bhandarpur
Karela, the students of
National Service Scheme
unit, did leveling, cleaning
of primary school, cleanli-
ness on both sides of the
main road, cleaning on
both sides of Anganwadi
and Gauthan to start the
drive.

The cleaning work was
done through shramdaan.
Sarpanch Lalit Verma ob-
served the work of the vol-
unteers, after which the
volunteers were made
aware of the responsibili-
ty of their work. The vol-
unteers planted flowers by
making beds in the pri-
mary school. During this,
Madhu Chakradhari
teacher played his part to
encourage the volunteers.

To awaken the rural

people, Kumari Komin
Kumari Dule Shwari tried
to create an awareness
message by writing on
walls in mural form.
Cleanliness was done all
around the Anganwadi
and little children were
told about cleanliness by
cutting nails by Kumari
Damini Nirmalkar.
Program officer Rajesh
Thakur said that after con-
ducting a survey in the vil-

lage, the problems here
would be taken to the high-
er office.

On this occasion, the
young women of the vil-
lage assisted in the work of
volunteers. Preeti Satrupa
Nandani Kajal Payal
Veena Kavita Revati
Hemin Gauri Hina Roshni
Kirja Sangeeta Kanak
Lata and other Sangh ser-
vants were present in this
program.

Chouskey College of Science and
Commerce celebrates NSS Day

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Sep 24:
Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce cel-
ebrates NSS foundation
day on September 24, 2022
at Swami Vivekananda
Auditorium, Chouksey
Group of Colleges' Main
Building.

The programme was
concluded in the presence
of Chief Guest Dr. Sudhir
Sharma, Registrar, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee University,
Bilaspur as well as In the
program, the Managing
Director of the institution,
Ashish Jaiswal , gave good
wishes to the students on
the National Service
Scheme Foundation Day as
well as provided guidance
to the students to serve the
nation and succeed in their
new life.

Dr. Sudhir Sharma,

Registrar of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee University, who
came as the chief guest of
the program, gave valuable
information about the ob-
jectives of the National
Service Scheme as well as a
message to the students to
be punctual.

Shri Manoj Sinha, pro-
gramme coordinator,
National Service Scheme,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
University, Bilaspur, at-
tended the programme as a
special invitee, gave infor-
mation about the history of
NSS and sent his best wish-
es to all the college volun-
teers, as well as all the serv-
ice work and programmes
carried out by the National
Service Scheme at the uni-
versity, provided detailed
information.

In the program,
Gyaneshwar Kashyap
(NSS Coordinator,

Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce)
provided information
about all the activities and
service work done by the
National Service NSS wing
of the college in the last 4
years, as well as all the ac-
tivities done in the past
years in the college's adopt-
ed village of Mohda.

Information was provid-
ed in detail. Through
Sukanya Samridhi Yojana,
special work was done for

planting saplings, cleanli-
ness, making people aware
of cybercrime, and cele-
brating road safety week
for the welfare of society.

Ashutosh Pande,
Registrar, Chouksey
College of Science &
Commerce and Dr.
Mantosh Kumar Sinha,
Principal of Chouksey
College of Science and
Commerce, thanked every-
one. Guests invited Chief
Guest Dr. Sudhir Sharma,

Registrar, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee University,
Bilaspur and Shri Manoj
Sinha, Programme
Coordinator, National
Service Scheme, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee University,
Bilaspur by the Hon'ble
Managing Director were
honoured with memen-
toes. The programme was
conducted by Dr. Abhishek
Agrawal (Head of Arts
Faculty) on the foundation
day of NSS College.

On the foundation day of
the National Service
Scheme, Er. Ashish
Jaiswal, Managing
Director of Chouksey
Group of Colleges, and all
the professors sent heart-
felt congratulations and
well wishes to the coordina-
tors and volunteers and en-
couraged them to do this
kind of noble work in the
future also.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  25,  2022

Block Level National
Science Seminar organized

No-confidence motion against
Sarpanch of Kalakasa

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Sep 24:
Government's Suraji Gaon
Yojana is bringing progress
and prosperity in rural
areas and here in the re-
gion District Collector
Doman Singh is continu-
ously monitoring the
Suraji Gaon Yojana at the
ground level.

He has given instruc-
tions to work in mission
mode for effective imple-
mentation and in continua-
tion to the developmental
phase, the Collector in-
spected village
Charbhantha, Sub-Tehsil
Ghumka, Government
Higher Secondary School
Swami Atmanand Ghumka
of Rajnandgaon develop-

ment block, Gothan of vil-
lage Ghumka.

The collector inquired
about the vermi compost
being done there in village
Charbhantha and said that
the women of the group
have been instructed by the
officers for packaging and
sale of vermi compost.

The Collector while en-
couraging the women of
the group said that a good
crop of Jimikanda and
Turmeric is being taken in
Gothans and its worth
praising.

The Collector also in-
spected the sub-tehsil
Ghumka and instructed

the Tehsildar there to re-
solve the cases of nomina-
tion, demarcation within
the time-limit.

He also took stock of the
Revenue Inspector's office
and interacted with the
children in Government
Higher Secondary School
Ghumka and inquired
about their studies. The
Collector observed the LED
bulb manufacturing being
made under Ujiala
Machine scheme, and di-
rected the officials to sup-
ply LED bulbs manufac-
tured here to the ashram-
hostels of the region.

On this occasion SDM
Shri Arun Verma, District
CEO, Naib Tehsildar
Hitesh Devangan and other
officers were present.

Monitoring of Suraji Gaon Yojana 
at the ground level by DC

‘Farmers lose crop due to not opening of Anicut gates’

p Accepts the Department
concerned; cutting of
soil still continues

The District Panchayat team
comprising of mmeber Jagriti
Yadu, Indumati Sahu who
reached to conduct inspection
said that the land of the farmers
be re-established and demand
for it will be made from the local
administration and the state gov-
ernment. Apart from this by
forming a team, the matter will
be seriously investigated and
due action will be demanded for
those found guilty. Along with
them, BJP Mandal President
Ramkumar Gupta, Chuneshwar
Sahu, Chunni Y Yadu and affect-
ed farmers were present.

SDO Honey Singh from WRD who reached the site held heavy rainfall
and sudden release of water from Mongra as the main reason behind
farmers losing standing crop. He informed that all the Anicuts are
opened before rains, but this was not opened. Just near this Anicut there
is an Intake valve of PHE and if it does not rains for 4-5 days  and if the
water -level is below 1 mts, then the PHE department's water -level is
not maintained and due to which the gates have to be closed. At the
same time, due to sudden filling of water, the gates cannot be opened
and since the keys of the Anicut gates are with both the departments. He
also accepted that the responsibility of opening of gates is with WRD.

Shri Shivnath from Rajnandgaon, President Regional
Development Samiti DC Jain, organisation secy. RK Thakur, V-P
Harjit Singh Bhatia and member Kacharu P Sharma came down
heavily against the administration and departments on huge loss to
the farmers and said that this human mistake can never be forgot-
ten by the victims. The regional public representatives, officers who
were having the responsibility of the safety and opening of gates of
the Anicut should take up the responsibility of re-making of farms of
the affected farmers for next 5 yrs and its maintenance as well. 
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Raipur, Sep 24: Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey visited the
dependent village Salfipadar
of Lanjoda, the Gram
Panchayat adopted by her dur-
ing her stay in Bastar. During
this, she said that in 2019, I
had adopted this village on re-
quest by the women of this vil-
lage for the development of

the village. Since then this vil-
lage is continuously develop-
ing till date. For the develop-
ment of the village, the dis-
trict administration
Kondagaon has made
arrangements for road,
boundary wall in the school,
water tank, solar light, em-
ployment. Apart from this,
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industries Park is being estab-
lished by merging Lanjoda
and Sulphipadar villages, for
which an assistance of Rs 2
crore has been proposed by
the state government, which

will not only provide employ-
ment to the villagers but also
give a new identity to the vil-
lage. Today this village is de-
veloping as a model village for
other villages. The cultivation
of black pepper being done
here is not only generating
employment opportunities,
but the economy of the vil-
lage is also getting support.
Governor Ms. Uikey spent a
long time in Salfipadar vil-
lage, also interacting with the
women and children there.
On this occasion, the
Governor presented choco-

lates to all the children of the
primary school and interact-
ed with them and also encour-
aged them. All the villagers
were very excited and happy
with the arrival of the
Governor. The villagers of
Salfipadar village had painted
the entire village pink as
Governor coming to the vil-
lage. Seeing this, Governor
Ms. Uikey expressed her hap-
piness. The rural women on
behalf of the entire village
thanked the Governor for de-
veloping their village and im-
proving their lives. On this oc-
casion, the Governor hon-
oured Kumari Harshita
Chaturvedi, studying in class
IV, with a certificate of appre-
ciation for planting 111
saplings and protecting them.
She said that the effort made
by this girl is definitely a mes-
sage for the entire country
and the state. She said that
Harshita is an inspiration for
environmental protection.
Governor Ms. Uikey also
planted a coconut sapling in
the primary school premises
of Sulphipadar village.
Collector Mr. Deepak Soni,
DIG Mr. Balaji Rao, District
Panchayat CEO Mr.
Premprakash Sharma,
District President Farasgaon
Ms. Sheeshkumari Chinap,
District member Ms. Rekha
Netam and Sarpanch Ms.
Anita Netam were present on
this  occasion.

Women’s efforts to protect trees
are exemplary: Governor

Rural economy is
getting strong due
to the cultivation of
black pepper

Raipur, Sep 24: On the
initiative of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
after the decision taken in
the cabinet on September
6th, the blueprint of
Chhattisgarh Olympics
has been prepared. In this
regard, the Sports and
Youth Welfare Department
has prepared a complete
action plan, which has
been released. The respon-
sibility of organizing
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
to be held in six levels has
been entrusted to
Panchayat and Rural
Development and Urban
Administration and
Development Department.
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will start from  October
6th, 2022, which will end on
January 6th 2023 at the
state level. At present, 14
types of traditional sports
have been included in the
team and singles category.
It is noteworthy that as per
the vision of Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel, ini-
tiative has been taken to
encourage traditional
sports activities in rural
and urban areas in
Chhattisgarh. On one
hand, the participants

from Chhattisgarhia
Olympics will get a plat-
form. At the same time,
awareness about sports
will increase in them and
sportsmanship will devel-
op. Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
in rural areas and Urban
Administration and
Development Department
in urban areas have been
made the nodal depart-
ments for organizing
Chhattisgarhia Olympics.

According to the guide-
lines and action plan is-
sued regarding
Chhattisgarhia Olympics,
the traditional sports com-
petitions of Chhattisgarh

will be held in two cate-
gories. In this, party and
single category have been
determined in terms of
sports disciplines. 14 types
of traditional sports have
been included in
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
2022-23. In this, sports dis-
ciplines like Gilli Danda,
Pittool, Sankhali, Langdi
Run, Kabaddi, Kho-Kho,
Towing and Banti
(Kancha) have been includ-
ed. At the same time, the
sports mode of single cate-
gory includes Billas, Fugdi,
Gedi race, Bhanwara, 100
meter run and Long jump.
Six levels have been set in
Chhattisgarhia Olympics.

According to these levels
there will be stages of
sports competition. In this,
the first level in the village
will be of Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club. The second level is
the zone, in which there
will be a club consisting of
8 Rajiv Yuva Mitan clubs.
Then at the development
block/urban cluster level,
district, division and lastly
the state level sports com-
petitions will be organised.
The first Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club level event in
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will be held from October 6
to October 11, 2022. At the
same time, the zone level
events will be played from
October 15 to October 20,
2022. Games will be organ-
ised at the block level from
October 27 to November 10.
Competitions will be held
at district level from
November 17 to November
26. The event at the divi-
sional level will be held
from December 5 to
December 14. At the state
level, the last phase of
Chhattisgarhia Olympics
will be played from
December 28, 2022 to
January 6, 2023. The age
group in Chhattisgarhia
Olympics is divided into
three categories. In this,
the first category is up to
the age of 18 years, then up
to the age limit of 18-40
years, while the third cate-
gory is for those above 40
years of age. There will be
participants in both men’s
and women’s categories in
this competition.

Chhattisgarhia Olympics from October 6
Decision of
Chhattisgarhia
Olympics was taken
in the cabinet on
the initiative of
Chief Minister Shri
Bhupesh Baghel.
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Raipur, Sep 24: In a bid
to provide a safe environ-
ment for women in the
state, the Chhattisgarh
government is going to
start an innovative cam-
paign named ‘Humar
Beti-Humar Maan’ in the
direction of women’s safe-
ty. This initiative aims to
protect the honor of
women, provide them
with a convenient and
safe environment, and ed-

ucate them about their
rights. Tweeting about
this information today,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has said in rela-
tion to this campaign that
“daughters are our honor;
daughters are the founda-
tion of bright future of
the state. A just, progres-
sive, and empowered soci-
ety is the one which se-
cures its women, only
such society can be on the
path of progress”.

Under the women-cen-
tric campaign of ‘Humar
Beti-Humar Maan’,
women officers and em-
ployees of the state police
will visit schools and col-
leges in all the districts of
the state and will create
awareness on subjects
like women’s legal rights,
good touch, bad touch,
molestation, sexual abuse,
cybercrime, and social
media. These women offi-
cers will also educate the
girls on matters like
crime prevention and
rights.

Moreover, special
women police patrolling
will be done in girls’
schools, colleges, and
prominent places where
women and girls are pres-

ent. A helpline number
will also be issued for the
‘Humar Beti Humar
Maan’ campaign, on
which the daughters of
the state will be able to
register their complaints,
their problems, and re-
port any kind of misbe-
havior or crime they have
faced, which will be
processed on a priority
basis.

It has also been decided
by the state government
that the investigation of
crimes related to women
will be done on a priority
basis only by women in-
vestigators. The responsi-
bility of ensuring that the
investigation of such of-
fenses is completed with-
in the stipulated time and
the challan is presented in
due time will be under the
IG range. Also, girls in
schools and colleges will
be educated on how to use
the application that has
been launched for
women’s safety. The Chief
Minister concluded by
saying that there is hope
that this campaign will
prove to be a revolution-
ary step in the direction of
enhancing women’s safe-
ty and dignity in the state.

A just and progressive society is the
one that secures its daughters: Baghel

Ch’garh govt to
start ‘Humar Beti-
Humar Maan’ cam-
paign for the safety
of daughters

Special women
police patrolling
will be done in girls’
schools, Colleges
and prominent
places with the
presence of women

A mobile number
will be issued for
‘Humar Beti Humar
Maan’ helpline

PPaarrssaa,,  SSeepp  2244::  With the help of
Adani Foundation, these farmers
have adopted modern cultiva-
tion techniques and practice
organic farming.

Mahinath Singh, a farmer
from Parsa in Chhattisgarh, cul-
tivates on an area of 3 acres of
land. Till now, he has been fol-
lowing the traditional methods
of farming which resulted in low
output. However, today he is
part of a Farmers Club, which
was formed with the goal of
organic farming.

As we celebrate World
Environmental Health Day on
September 26, discussions
about sustainable living and
environmental consciousness
are at its peak. And what’s more
fascinating is that such talks are
no longer just limited to the so-
called conscious or woke seg-
ment of the society in our coun-
try. Even in rural areas of our
country there is a rising aware-
ness today, especially among
the farming communities about
the environmental harm that is
caused by large-scale agricul-
ture, which is the backbone of
our economy and a major source
of livelihood for rural popula-

tion.
In Mahinath’s case, after

receiving trainings through
workshops and training pro-
grammes, he became aware of
the importance of organic paddy
farming using SRI (System of
Rice Intensification) method,
organic wheat farming and veg-
etable farming.

“Equipped with the knowl-
edge of organic farming, mod-
ern cultivation techniques and
with the support of and techni-
cal guidance from the Adani
Foundation, I was able to suc-
cessfully implement paddy
farming through SRI Method,
organic wheat farming and veg-
etable farming in the field. I also
went to exposure visits that
helped me get on-field experi-
ence of organic farming,” he
says.

Cultivating paddy through SRI
method has marked a significant
rise in productivity as compared
to the traditional methods of
cultivation.

“By using chemical fertilizers,

the output was around seven
quintals, while organic fertilizer
yields five quintals. But crops
grown using chemical fertilizers
are sold at a lower rate as com-
pared to organically grown
crops. Hence, we make up for
the lesser quantity produced
with the earnings we get. In
fact, we make 1.5 times more
profit,” Mahinath adds.

Located in Surguja district,
Parsa comes under Parsa East
Kete Basen (PEKB) mines area
which was allocated to
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam limited (RRVUNL) for
captive coal mining. Adani
Foundation runs various devel-
opment-oriented projects here
under the corporate social con-
cerns of RRVUNL in all the vil-
lages covered under the PEKB
mines. Under this project, pro-
gram for quality education,
health, livelihood promotion and
rural infrastructure develop-
ment are being run by the
Foundation. At the same time
organic farming techniques are
taught to the farmers to improve
their yields and income. The
Adani Foundation works with
farmers to upgrade their skills
and equip them with organic
techniques, so that they can
earn a higher amount sustain-
ably.

Farmers take up organic
farming using SRI

 In Parsa block in
Ch’garh

Raipur, Sep 24: Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey dur-
ing her stay in Bastar in-
spected the Shilpnagari lo-
cated at district headquar-
ter Kondagaon. During
this she met the craftsmen
engaged in craft manufac-
turing at Shabari
Emporium. The Governor
witnessed the process of
making artifacts of
Belmetal Crafts and Wrote
Iron Crafts, where she

called the entire
Kondagaon as Shilpnagari
while inspecting the arti-
facts made here and
praised them as incompa-
rable. Ms. Uikey asked to
give wide publicity to
other people by teaching
the 24-hour diyas made by
Ashok Chakradhari in ter-
racotta craft to others.
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey asked  to prepare a
systematic action plan for

their development in view-
ing  of the process of mak-
ing Dhokra crafts with
Bell metal on which
Collector Deepak Soni in-
formed that for the devel-
opment of craftsmen in
the district, an action plan
for Rs 1 crore amount has
been prepared, for which
Artisian Producer
Organization of craftsmen
has been formed in the dis-
trict. In which only the
craftsmen have been ap-
pointed as the chairman
and members, who will
work to create a better en-
vironment for themselves.
Equipment and raw mate-
rials will be made avail-
able for their training and
promotion of art through
the assistance amount. On
which the Governor asked
to ensure that the benefits
reach all the craftsmen,
while running the action
plan soon. The Governor
planted saplings in the pri-
mary school premises.

Governor Ms. Uikey inspected
Shilpnagari Kondagaon

Raipur, Sep 24:
Reiterating government’s
commitment to phase out
identified single use plas-
tic items which have low
utility and high adverse
environmental impact,
Muthoot Microfin Ltd,
Raipur branch,
Chhattisgarh organised
Anti plastic awareness
campaign and distributed
cloth bag as a part of its
CSR activity. Muthoot
Microfin Ltd, Raipur
branch conducted an
awareness program relat-
ed to issues of plastic use
of environment and its im-

pact on human and ani-
mals life as uncollected
plastic waste has emerged
as a serious threat to the
environment. On the occa-
sion under the guidance of
Sr AVP, Manmohan Pillai,
Chief Manager Venkat
Subaiya along with other
staffs of branches distrib-
uted paper bags of differ-
ent sizes to the women
folks and house wife’s in
diffirent locations of
Raipur, considering the
adverse impacts of single
use plastic items on both
terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems.

Muthoot Microfin launches
awareness campaign on

Single Use plastics

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  SSeepp  2244:: Many vil-
lages of Bastar district do not
even have adequate means of
food and drinking water and
now school children have
taken a unique initiative by
opening a ‘Food Bank’ in their
school which is making head-
lines today. In fact, just 15 km
from the district headquar-
ters, Karitgaon Higher
Secondary School has opened
a ‘Food Bank’ in the school by
collecting donations to satis-
fy the hunger of their peers
who do not bring tiffins for
school children. Children who

are unable to bring refresh-
ments or tiffins from their
homes in a hurry to come to
school can satisfy their
hunger by buying food from
the ‘Food Bank’. Facility has
been given in this ‘Food Bank’
that the child who does not
have money can also be given
credit. On the commendable
initiative of opening a ‘Food
Bank’ by the children in the
school, the school manage-
ment tells that this initiative
of the children reflects their
new thinking which is
absolutely unique.

Principal in-charge of
School Lupteshwar Acharya
said that it is true that many
children come to school hun-
gry from their homes due to
coming from distant villages,
but in this unique way, the
number of attendance has
increased in the school. In the
coming time, some more
improvements will be made in
this initiative so that rural
children do not face any prob-
lem in coming to school, he
added.

School children open ‘Food
Bank’ to help other students

Unique initiative
taken by school
children

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  SSeepp  2244::  Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Sammelan was held at
Kohkapal and the Minister in-
charge Kawasi Lakhma, who
arrived to attend the Nuakhai
Juhar meeting programme,
unveiled the statues of the
architect of the Indian
Constitution Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar and Veer Shaheed
Gundadhur. On this occasion
MP Deepak Baij, President of
Bastar Region Tribal
Development Authority
Lakheshwar Baghel,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Chitrakot MLA
Rajman Benzam and public rep-
resentatives were present.

Minister In-charge Kawasi
Lakhma said on the occasion
that Bhupesh Baghel has shown

faith in youth power to speed up
the development of the area. He
said that change is visible in the
area due to the welfare
schemes run by the govern-
ment. The momentum will
increase further with the coop-
eration of the youth. He said
that people need to take educa-
tion, be health conscious,
remove malnutrition, conserve
water and environment, con-
nect youth with employment-
oriented schemes, preserve cul-
ture and tradition etc. to give
new impetus to the develop-
ment of the people. Work is the
responsibility of the youth.
Through Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club,
youth will get financial assis-
tance, so that they can easily
connect other youth for this

work.
LS MP Deepak Baij said that

the government will provide Rs
1 lakh every year to the youth
committees through Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club (RYMC) and an
amount of Rs 25000 has been
provided as the first install-
ment. It is the responsibility of
the members of the Club to
reach out to the public and con-
vey the schemes of the govern-
ment. Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain said that apart
from taking the schemes of the
government to the general pub-
lic, efforts should also be made
to solve any kind of problem in
it. He said that they should also
maintain constant contact with
the public representatives to
remove the obstacles in the
implementation of public wel-
fare schemes. 

Chitrakot MLA Rajman
Benzam said that our youth
have the ability to determine
the condition and direction of
the country. Through Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club, he directly con-
nects with the government and
becomes an integral part of it.

Involvement of youths will
speed-up devp: Lakhma

Blood donated on ‘Agra Seva Diwas’

Raipur, Sep 24: On the occasion of Agrasen
Jayanti, a blood donation camp was organised
under  the health camp organised by Yuva Agarwal
Sabha on  ‘Agra Seva Diwas’, in which blood was do-
nated on Saturday by Parmanand Jain, National
Secretary, Akhil Bharatiya Agrawal Sammelan
with the intention to encouraged healthy people to

come forward to save lives by donating blood.
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Washington, Sep 24 (PTI):

In a stern warning to
state-sponsored malicious
cyber activities, the group-
ing of India, Australia,
Japan and the United
States collectively called
Quad has vowed to assist
each other in ensuring the
security and resilience of
regional cyberinfrastruc-
ture.

A joint statement issued
after foreign ministers
Penny Wong of Australia,
S Jaishankar of India,
Hayashi Yoshimasa of
Japan and US Secretary of
State Tony Blinken met on
the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly session
in New York called on
states to take reasonable
steps to address ran-
somware operations ema-
nating from within their
territory.

“We exercise responsi-
bility to assist each other
in the face of malicious
cyber activity, including
from ransomware, against
critical infrastructure,” it

said. The joint statement
described this as a call to
action.

The Quad or
Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue comprising
India, the US, Japan and
Australia was set up in
2017 to counter China’s ag-
gressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific region.

The foreign ministers
said that the Quad coun-
tries are committed to an
open, secure, stable, acces-
sible, and peaceful cyber-
space and support region-
al initiatives to enhance
the capacity of countries
to implement the UN
Framework for
Responsible State
Behaviour in Cyberspace.

“We strongly believe
that focused initiatives for
enhancing the cyber capa-
bilities of Indo-Pacific
countries would ensure
the security and resilience
of regional cyberinfra-
structure,” it said.

“The Ministers signal
our collective will to fight
ransomware threats to the

cyberinfrastructure that
enables Indo-Pacific eco-
nomic development and
security. We commit to fur-
ther cooperate on capacity
building programmes and
initiatives that are aimed
at enhancing regional cy-
bersecurity and improv-
ing resilience against ran-
somware attacks in the
Indo-Pacific,” the state-
ment said.

Recalling the last Quad
Foreign Ministers’
Meeting on February 11
this year, the ministers
said they are committed to
addressing the global
threat of ransomware,
which has been an obsta-
cle to Indo-Pacific econom-
ic development and securi-
ty.

“The transnational na-
ture of ransomware can
adversely affect our na-
tional security, finance
sector and business enter-
prise, critical infrastruc-
ture, and the protection of
personal data. We appreci-
ate the progress made by
the 36 countries support-

ing the US-led Counter
Ransomware Initiative
and the regular, practical-
oriented consultations
against cybercrime in the
Indo-Pacific region,” they
said.

According to the state-
ment, Quad countries
commit to further cooper-
ation on capacity-building
programmes and initia-
tives that are aimed at en-
hancing regional cyberse-
curity and improving re-
silience against ran-
somware attacks in the
Indo-Pacific.

The ministers highlight-
ed that practical coopera-
tion in countering ran-
somware among Indo-
Pacific partners would re-
sult in denying safe haven
to ransomware actors in
the region.

“We focus on results-ori-
ented efforts to assist part-
ners across the Indo-
Pacific to strengthen their
resilience, trust, and confi-
dence in cyberspace, and
effective incident-response
capabilities,” it said.

QUAD nations to assist each other in taking
action against malicious cyber activities

Assisi (Italy), Sep 24 (AP):

Pope Francis, visiting
Assisi, the birthplace of
his namesake saint who
was close to nature, called
on Saturday for “courage”
in abandoning fossil fuels
and lamented that older
generations didn’t know
how to protect the planet
and secure peace,

He told young people he
was pinning his hopes on
their efforts in working to
save the planet and to
make the world’s economy
more attentive to the poor.

During his brief visit
Saturday to the hill town
in central Italy, Francis
spoke to a gathering of
some 1,000 young people,
some of them young econ-
omists. Others are in-
volved in efforts including
start-ups, focused on help-
ing the environment.

The participants came
from all over the world.
Among them was a
woman who recounted to
the pope how she and her
husband were helped to
flee Afghanistan after the
takeover of the Taliban
last year by an organisa-
tion called The Economy

of Francis, which is in-
spired by the life of St.
Francis, with his atten-
tion to the poor and others
in need.

The pope said a world
economy is needed that
expresses “a new vision of
the environment and the
Earth.”

“There are many peo-

ple, businesses and insti-
tutions that are making
an ecological conversion.
We need to go forward on
this road and do more,”
Francis said.

The pontiff cited an ur-
gent need to discuss mod-

els of development.
“Now is the time for

new courage in abandon-
ing fossil fuels to acceler-
ate the development of
zero- or positive-impact
sources of energy,”
Francis said.

Pope appeals to the young to save
the planet, find peace

Tehran, Sep 24 (PTI):

The large-scale protests
against the Iranian govern-
ment over the custodial
death of a 22-year-old
Kurdish woman who was ar-
rested by the country’s noto-
rious “morality” police for
allegedly violating the strict
law on headscarves has re-
portedly spread to about 80
cities and towns.

Hundreds of protesters,
mostly women, took to the
streets following the death of
Mahsa Amini - a Kurd na-
tive, chanting anti-govern-
ment slogans that target the
core of the Islamic regime
and its Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

The death toll in the vio-
lent clashes with security
forces has reached as high as
26, Iranian state TV indicat-
ed on Friday. The unrest,
said to be the worst in recent
years, has also spread to

about 80 Iranian cities and
towns. At least five security
personnel have also been
killed and several others in-

jured while trying to con-
front protesters in Mashhad,
Quchan, Shiraz, Tabriz, and
Karaj, it added.

Iranian govt scrambles to contain unrest
as it spreads to more towns and cities

United Nations, Sep 24 (PTI):

In a strong response to
Pakistan, India has said in
the UN General Assembly
that a country that claims
to seek peace with its
neighbours would never
sponsor cross-border ter-
rorism nor would it shel-
ter planners of the horrif-
ic Mumbai terrorist at-
tack, disclosing their exis-
tence only under pressure
from the global communi-
ty.

India exercised the
Right of Reply in the UN
General Assembly on
Friday to respond sharply
to Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
who had raked up the
issue of Jammu and
Kashmir during his ad-
dress to the high-level
General Debate earlier in
the day.

“It is regrettable that the
Prime Minister of

Pakistan has chosen the
platform of this august as-
sembly to make false accu-
sations against India,”
First Secretary in the
Permanent Mission of
India to the UN Mijito
Vinito said in the Right of
Reply.

“He has done so to ob-
fuscate misdeeds in his
own country and to justify

actions against India that
the world considers unac-
ceptable,” the young
Indian diplomat said.

In his address, Sharif re-
iterated that Pakistan
wants to have peace with
India but added that long-
lasting, enduring peace
can only be “insured and
guaranteed” through a
just and fair solution to

the issue of Kashmir
under the UN Charter and
Security Council resolu-
tions.

India responded that a
“polity that claims it seeks
peace with its neighbours
would never sponsor
cross-border terrorism,
nor would it shelter plan-
ners of the horrific
Mumbai terrorist attack,
disclosing their existence
only under pressure from
the international commu-
nity.”

Vinito said such a coun-
try would not make unjus-
tified and untenable terri-
torial claims against
neighbours, it would not
covet their lands and seek
to illegally integrate them
with its own.

“But it is not just about
the neighbourhood that
we have heard false claims
today. It is about human
rights, about minority
rights and about basic de-

cencies,” he said.
“When young women in

the thousands from the
minority community are
abducted as an SoP
(Standard Operating
Procedure) what can we
conclude about the under-
lying mindset?

India asserted that the
desire for peace, security
and progress in the Indian
subcontinent is real. It is
also widely shared and it
can be realised.

“That will surely hap-
pen when cross-border ter-
rorism ceases, when gov-
ernments come clean with
the international commu-
nity and with their own
people. When minorities
are not persecuted and not
least, when we recognise
these realities before this
Assembly.”

Pakistan then exercised
its Right of Reply in re-
sponse to the comments by
India.

Peace seekers don’t shelter terrorists: India slams Pak at UN

Mijito Vinito, First Secretary in the Permanent Mission of

India to the UN, speaks at the UNGC.

Women chant slogans and hold up signs depicting the
image of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, who died while in the
custody of Iranian authorities, during a demonstration de-
nouncing her death by Iraqi and Iranian Kurds outside the
UN offices in Arbil, the capital of Iraq’s autonomous
Kurdistan region, on September 24.

Pope Francis reacts on stage during the Economy of Francesco (EoF) event on September
24 in Assisi, central Italy. EoF is a process called for by the Pope to lay foundations for a
new economy.

Colombo, Sep 24 (PTI):

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment has said that coopera-
tion from the island nation’s
creditors would be key to
gaining a much-needed
bailout from the IMF for the
bankrupt country.

On September 1, the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) announced that
it will provide Sri Lanka
with a loan of about USD 2.9
billion over a four-year peri-
od to help the island nation
overcome the unprecedent-
ed economic turmoil.

The bailout package is ex-
pected to boost the coun-
try’s credit ratings and the
confidence of international
creditors and investors.

At an online engagement

with the creditors, the gov-
ernment on Friday said that
assurances from bilateral
creditors are required as a
prerequisite to the IMF
board adoption of the pro-
gramme. It is expected to
materialise by mid-
December.

The IMF does not lend to
countries whose debt is
deemed unsustainable, re-
quiring Sri Lanka to under-
take an upfront comprehen-
sive debt treatment.

“In practice, this requires
financing assurances to be
given by the bilateral credi-
tors, resulting in a suffi-
cient level of comfort to the
IMF that bilateral creditors
will support Sri Lanka’s ef-
forts to restore public debt
sustainability,” the govern-

ment said.
It added that bilateral fi-

nancing assurances are a
commitment from official
bilateral creditors to grant
Sri Lanka a debt treatment
compatible with the macro-
economic framework and
debt sustainability to un-
derpin the contemplated
IMF programme.

Explaining it further the

government held that pri-
vate financing assurances
are considered as obtained
by the IMF once Sri Lanka
is making a “good faith” ef-
fort to reach a collaborative
agreement with its private
creditors - Giving creditors
the early opportunity to pro-
vide input in the framework
underpinning the debt re-
structuring.

Creditor cooperation a must for Sri
Lanka IMF programme: Govt
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Feeding hate
Consistent with its earlier

efforts, the apex court’s recent
condemnation of the escalat-
ing level of hate speeches on
TV news channels and the gov-
ernment’s silence is welcome.
No doubt, provocative debates
and discussions help the main-
stream electronic media and
social media platforms to in-
crease their TRP ratings and
politicians to serve their ulte-
rior motives. But these poison
our social fabric, lead to com-
munal violence, erode consti-
tutional ideals and hamper na-
tional development. In the pre-
vailing political environment,
the Centre should enact a law
providing for a proper regula-
tory mechanism to deal with
online extremism. The an-
chors as well as owners should
also behave responsibly, main-
tain professional ethics and
ensure that their shows do not
devolve into a flurry of hate
speech. People and political
parties should not give any im-
portance to such sensational
content.

DS Kang, Hoshiarpur

Bhagwat’s outreach
It is heartening that RSS

chief Mohan Bhagwat visited
the chief of the All India
Imam Organisation in his of-
fice. Those familiar with the
traditions of the RSS are
aware that it is a routine exer-
cise for them and they have
equal respect for all sections of
society. Efforts of some vested
interests in political parties to
launch a false propaganda
against the RSS have proved
counterproductive. This is evi-
dent from the words ‘rashtra
pita’ and ‘rashtra rishi’ used
for Bhagwat by the chief of
the Imam organisation.

Vijaya Sharma, by mail

AAP high-handedness
Since the AAP came to

power in Punjab with a thump-
ing majority, there have been
instances of highhandedness
and misbehaviour of its work-
ers and lawmakers with offi-
cials on duty. Earlier, a
renowned surgeon and head of
a government medical college
had to resign after he was ill-
treated by the health minister.
Now, a DCP has been manhan-
dled and made to sit on the
floor during a spat with an
AAP MLA over a petty issue,
resulting in the transfer of the
‘erring’ officer. Such incidents
will only tarnish the image of
the party.

Ashok Kumar, by mail

UNSC seat
India’s population, territori-

al size, GDP, economic poten-
tial, political system, past and
ongoing contributions to UN
activities make India’s de-
mand for a permanent seat in
the UNSC completely rational.
India has been the third-
largest contribution in peace-
keeping mechanisms. But
there is huge powerplay in the
UNSC. International security
relations are ruled by an elite
class of certain countries and
deep polarisation within the
members delays the decision.
It is necessary to make the
council more democratic so
that the principles of peace,
security and order are respect-
ed universally.

Tashi Baheti, by mail
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A clay model of Goddess Durga being loaded into a lorry for transportation to Kolkata, ahead of the Durga Puja
celebrations, in Nadia, Saturday, Sept. 24.

DURGA PUJA PREPARATIONS
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I
ndia is fully acquainted with the strategic importance of Siachen
Glacier in the eastern Karakorum range in the Himalayan mountains

forming a part of the Union Territory of Ladakh with temperatures falling
below 86 degree C during winters and where Indian Army is deployed. It is
such a strategic area where from both the belligerent neighbours- China
and Pakistan – there remain chances of playing of mischief by them hence
constant watch and guard by the Indian Army. However, moving about and
living in such conditions at levels above over 20500 feet is just not an ordi-
nary thing which would in the ordinary course stun anyone just on the very
thought of it but since the Indian Army is known for braving and accepting
the most difficult challenges, they man and protect an area stretched over
125 Kms of this world-famous Glacier and the world’s highest battlefield
where only snow, all frozen, is seen everywhere. It is, therefore, likely that
the country could go to any extent in providing all support, facilities and
wherewithal to the young lion-hearted Indian soldiers posted there. In this
connection, in the ordinary course, even thinking about providing internet
services, more so, satellite-based services which mean wireless internet
beamed down from satellites orbiting the earth, and laying the requisite
infrastructure for that, would have appeared to be just an utopian idea or
an effort likely to be ending up in a fiasco. However, Bharat Broadband
Network Limited which is a Government of India Undertaking and provider
of broadband infrastructure, furthermore the Indian Army collaborating
with it has resulted in causing satellite based internet services to be acti-
vated on this Glacier. That was definitely going to boost the already high
morale of our soldiers and even add into the facilities provided to adven-
turous tourists for whom it is opened up to a specified height for tourism.
It is , however, definitely a momentous occasion for the Army having been
instrumental in activating satellite internet services at Siachen Glacier and
that too at a height of 19500 feet. It was very much required and procuring
the necessary infrastructure as also the requisite equipment looking to the
change of the pattern of modern-day warfare where full preparedness of
all types to fight future challenges is required beyond any scope of doubt.
With the fast change and development taking place globally in technology,
India has to keep it updated and acquiring /developing new state-of- the –
art technology. Moreover, since the country is committed to fight future
wars with indigenous solutions and also by attaining self-reliance in criti-
cal areas of our defence requirements, constant efforts are needed to be
made which in fact are being made. Communications and that too on fast
speed basis are an inalienable part of such national commitment.
However, the other important part of the matter is that it amply proves
India’s advancing technological developments too. It is fairly known that
the Indian Army is scheduled to get its own dedicated communication
satellite in the very near future to further boost its communication capabil-
ities and operational preparedness as proposal for acquiring of necessary
equipment / new version of the communication satellite is stated to have
been agreed to by Union Defence Ministry. Otherwise to what extent this
country has succeeded in developing communication capabilities and
skills, and that too indigenously, the world fairly knows about that and
keeping our soldiers “up-dated” and abreast of the latest in order to keep
them fully all in preparedness in safeguarding the country’s borders is the
firm national mission.

Internet services activated 
at Siachen Glacier

K R Sudhaman

P
rime    Minister    Narendra    Modi    is committed to  making  India  a
global manufacturing hub and his stress on the need to work on easy

transit to promote trade in central Asia and Europe at the recently conclud-
ed  Shanghai Cooperation Organisation  (SCO)  is  well  justified. Stepping
up  manufacturing  has  huge potential   for   providing   employment partic-
ularly at the semi-skilled level. But widespread digitization has opened up a
huge opportunity for India to become a major global hub for providing
healthcare for millions of people in not only rural India but in the entire
world. India    has    over    the    years    have developed huge pool of quali-
fied doctors and para-medics. With quality medical education, Indian doc-
tors and para medics are sought after everywhere. Every major hospital   in
developed   nations   have sufficient  number  of  Indian  doctors. Besides
large private hospitals providing top class medical treatment with five-star
facility  have  come  up  in  big  numbers particularly in South India. The
treatment provided there is comparable to the best in the world and are not
cost prohibitive as compared  to   some   of   the   advanced economies. By
Indian standards some of those private hospitals are quite expensive.
Health care is a very expensive affair in developed world and increasingly
medical tourism has caught on in India and patients from neighbouring
countries and gulf region get  medical  treatment  done  in  India because
of  highly  developed  and  well equipped hospitals in the country. Lately pa-
tients from US and Canada do frequent India for medical treatment particu-
larly in private hospitals in South India as it works out cheaper even after
including the cost of travel  and  stay  in  India  along  with  an attendant
during recuperation. With 5G being rolled out soon in several parts  of  the
country  and  digitization spreading in various walks of life including
Medicare, remote surgery has become a doable  phenomenon.    India
could  be become a health care hub for the world. A surgeon sitting in
Chennai can conduct surgery in a small town with the help of a trained
nurse in that small town. The same surgeon can conduct a surgery in US or
Canada as well. This can be a routine affair with the help of 5G network.
Once fully established 5G network can transmit both real time granular
view of the surgery in progress and the surgeon’s instructions that guide
the robotic arms carrying out the operation. For this the nurse would need
to be trained to assist in remote surgery. There may be some regulatory is-
sues which can be evolved. This development is at a nascent stage and reg-
ulatory issues have to be worked out on allocating responsibility among the
telecom operators, robotics vendors, software providers and medical per-
sonnel especially when something goes wrong with the surgery. But this
could become a major health industry for India with huge foreign exchange
earning potential. Once all these issues are sorted out, there is going to be
huge opportunity for Indian medical fraternity.    Medical treatment is very
expensive in the advanced economies. This is one of the reasons that med-
ical tourism has caught on particularly from neighbouring countries like
Bangladesh, Maldives, Sri Lanka and Nepal.   Some   patients   do   come
from Pakistan as well for complicated medical and surgical treatment.
Many come from Gulf countries because it is much cheaper in India. In
countries like United Kingdom and Canada, healthcare is available to all
and provided  by  the  state  but  getting  an appointment to meet a special-
ist doctor is not easy and take months together. This puts patients in jeop-
ardy. If  telemedicine and remote surgery from India is encouraged, there
could be great relief to patients in those countries. In US, private hospitals
are easily  approachable  but  they  are  cost prohibitive and if there is a
major and complicated ailment, the entire lifetime savings will be wiped
out in treatment. Telemedicine and remote surgery from India could be a
cheaper alternative. As it is digitization has helped India to improve its gov-
ernance. Direct benefit transfer for various social schemes of the govern-
ment has helped to plug leakages to a large extent. Digitisation of ration
cards has eliminated bogus cards. These have ensured government re-
sources running into lakhs and crores of rupees. Just as India dominates in
software development, healthcare delivery could be the next big area
where Indian doctors sitting in India could provide healthcare to millions of
patients world over through telemedicine and remote robotic surgery. With
5G taking off  soon across India there is scope for not only remote surgery
but also several other technology enabled service delivery. Of  course both
the centre and states will have to gear themselves and create conducive
environment to cash-in on this huge opportunity.

Digitisation could make India a
global health and wellness hub

Girls always remain in
first place in the results
of class 10th and 12th in
the country. Be it the com-
petition to become an
IAS, to fly an aircraft or
fighter ship, or to run the
metro, girls are raising
their flags of success in
every field. Who says
girls are a burden?
Today's girl dares to
carry her burden, even
the burden of the family
on her shoulders. Like the
sons, she is also handling
the responsibilities with
full devotion. The daugh-
ters of the country are no
longer confined to only
sewing-embroidery or
beauty parlors, but they
are ready to rid the ene-
mies of sixes.

T oday's girls are breaking all
the shackles and touching

the sky and remain role models for so-
ciety. Generally, girls are considered
less than boys in society. Not only
physical strength but it is also under-
stood in other things that girls cannot
do what boys can do, while many ex-
amples of this will be found in which
girls have proved themselves better
than boys. Out of such a large army of
players in sports, most of the girls
brought the country's name to glory

by putting medals in the country's
bag. Not only this, but in other areas
also girls are not only walking shoul-
der to shoulder with the boys but are
ahead. Girls always remain in first
place in the results of class 10th and
12th in the country. Be it the competi-
tion to become an IAS, to fly an air-
craft or fighter ship, or to run the
metro, girls are raising their flags of
success in every field. Despite this, it
is a mistake of society to consider
girls less than boys.

Who says girls are a burden?
Today's girl dares to carry her burden,
even the burden of the family on her
shoulders. That is why she is called
the mother of the world. Of course,
earlier a woman was considered able,
but today's woman is not able. Be it in
the field of education or sports, she
has progressed everywhere on the
strength of her hard work. Like the
sons, she is also handling the respon-
sibilities with full devotion. The
daughters of the country are no
longer confined to only sewing-em-
broidery or beauty parlors, but they
are ready to rid the enemies of sixes.
In a democratic country, there is a lot
of importance for girl child education
from political, social, religious, cultur-
al, and economic points of view.
Women's education educates the
whole family. Educated women do not
lag behind men in any field. In some
areas, she has proved to be more effi-
cient than the man – such as in the
field of education, medicine, and care.
If the girl child is given proper educa-
tion, she can contribute to the all-
around progress of the nation by be-

coming a skilled leader, social worker,
skilled businessman, political leader,
or even a skilled engineer, technician,
information technology, lawyer, or
doctor. Through education, women
can become aware of their rights.

If we look at history, we find that
theoretically, and religiously, women
have been considered to be revered,
but due to limiting their work to the
boundary wall of the house, less at-
tention has been paid to their educa-
tion and initiation. In the Vedic period,
girls usually took education in the
family itself because there was no
custom of separate gurukul, ashram,
etc. for them. In only a few Gurukulas
there are instances of the Guru's
daughter attending the education. In
the Vedic period, girls were taught re-
ligion, literature, dance, music, poet-
ry, etc. in their homes. In the Vedic pe-
riod, however, the Rigveda contains
examples of learned women Ghosha,
Gargi, Atreyu, Shakuntala, Urvashi,
and Apala who were proficient in the
study of the Vedas. At present, despite
the high position achieved by girls in
every field, there is a gap in the edu-
cation of boys and girls. Mostly this
mentality is found in the society that
the education of girls is not necessary,
which job they have to do. They just
learn to write letters and do house-
hold chores, that is enough. Due to
this mentality, in some families, pri-
mary education, in some middle and
some up to matriculation, is consid-
ered sufficient and only the lucky girls
get opportunities for higher education
above this.

Due to this public mentality, the ed-
ucation of girls has been affected
from the past till today. Higher educa-
tion is given to the boys as the support
of their family, earning- old age and
for the girls, it is believed that if they
teach more, then they will have to find
a more educated boy, for which more
dowry will also have to be given.
Being busy with household chores,
girls are unable to find time to study
for homework or assigned lessons
from school. Due to this many girls
stop studying. Due to the absence of

separate schools for girls, many par-
ents do not like to send girls to such
schools where there is co-education.
The purdah system and burqa system
of girls in the Muslim community do
not allow them to earn a higher edu-
cation. In many Hindu castes also,
girls drop out of education due to the
purdah system or due to child mar-
riage, early engagement, etc. In many
areas, girls are not able to go to school
also because the goonda elements do
misdemeanors like anti-social ele-
ments, scolding girls, and molesting.
Such incidents are a hindrance in the
progress of girl child education.

Even after spending money on edu-
cation, the non-availability of job op-
portunities also creates hatred to-
wards education in them. Women ed-
ucated in private sector schools, hos-
pitals, etc. get inadequate salaries
and are unable to spend even on their
expenses salary. Parents of girls do
not agree to get jobs away from
home. One of the reasons for the bar-
rier to girl education is that there is a
shortage of female teachers in
schools and colleges, due to which
many girls do not mix in these institu-
tions in the education process and feel
like strangers. Staying away from
home in hostels etc., the girls of many
traditional ideological families can't
get an education. In such a situation,
it is more favorable for girls to do
higher education courses through dis-
tance education by staying at home.
To overcome the shortage of girls' ed-
ucation in comparison to boys, it is
necessary not only to develop com-
prehensive educational facilities, but
it is also necessary to remove the ob-
stacles in the way of girls' education.
There is also a need to take concrete
and effective measures for the rea-
sons for the inequality of girl child ed-
ucation. For this, strict and favorable
steps of the administration need to be
taken along with special schemes,
and more budget allocation.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr  iinn
PPoolliittiiccaall  SScciieennccee,,  PPooeett,,  ffrreeeellaannccee  jjoouurr--

nnaalliisstt  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..))

It is a mistake of society to underestimate girls more than boys

D inosaurs were not very
diverse and had de-

clined overall even before
their extinction nearly 66 mil-
lion years ago, a study of fos-
silised eggs in China suggests.
The long-term decline in glob-
al dinosaur diversity and sus-
tained low number of their
lineages for the last few mil-
lion years may have resulted
from climate fluctuations and
massive volcanic eruptions
from the Deccan Traps in
India, the researchers said.
These factors may have led to
ecosystem-wide instability,
thus making non-bird di-
nosaurs vulnerable to mass
extinction coincident with the
asteroid impact, they said.

A large asteroid that hit
Earth at the end of the
Cretacious period -- 145 to 66
million years ago -- is believed
to have contributed to the
global extinction of di-

nosaurs, leaving
birds as their only
living descendants.
It has been widely
debated whether di-
nosaurs were at
their peak or already
in decline prior to
their demise. Most of
the scientific data on
the last days of the
dinosaurs come
from North
America.

Although some
published studies
suggest that dinosaur popula-
tions there were thriving
quite well before extinction,
other more detailed research
has suggested that dinosaurs
were in decline, which set the
stage for their eventual mass
extinction.

Researchers from the
Chinese Academy of Sciences
studied over 1,000 fossilised

dinosaur eggs and eggshells
from the Shanyang Basin in
central China. These fossils
came from rock sequences
with a total thickness of
about 150 meters.

The research, recently pub-
lished in the journal PNAS,
obtained detailed age esti-
mates of the rock layers by
analysing and applying com-

puter modelling to
over 5,500 geological
samples. This al-
lowed the scientists
to create a timeline of
nearly 2 million
years at the end of
the Cretaceous --
with a resolution of
100,000 years -- repre-
senting the period
right before extinc-
tion.

This timeline al-
lows direct compar-
isons with data from

around the world. The re-
searchers identified a decline
in dinosaur diversity based
on the Shanyang Basin data.
For example, the 1,000 di-
nosaur egg fossils collected
from the basin represent only
three different species:
Macroolithus yaotunensis,
Elongatoolithus elongatus,
and Stromatoolithus pinglin-

gensis, they said.
The researchers also found

that two of the three dinosaur
eggs are from a group of
toothless dinosaurs known as
oviraptors, while the other is
from the plant-eating
hadrosaurid group, also
known as duck-billed di-
nosaurs. A few additional di-
nosaur bones from the region
show that tyrannosaur and
sauropod also lived in the
area between about 66.4 and
68.2 million years ago, they
said.

This low diversity of di-
nosaur species was sustained
in central China for the last 2
million years before the mass
extinction, according to the
researchers. These results,
combined with data from
North America, suggest that
dinosaurs were probably de-
clining globally before their
extinction, they added.

Dinosaurs were in decline even before extinction: Study

PRIYANKA SAURABH

National Girl Child Day today
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Software lab 

Kochi: Kerala Chief
minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Friday in-
augurated the new soft-
ware lab of IBM, a
state-of-the-art global
innovation centre, at
Brigade World Trade
Centre inside the
Infopark here. The cen-
tre will focus on prod-
uct engineering, de-
sign, and development
of new products and
solutions in the areas
of data and AI and au-
tomation and collabo-
rate with the technolo-
gy eco-system in the re-
gion to co-create solu-
tions for the global in-
dustry. Vijayan said the
investment made by
the IBM shows that
Kerala's IT hub have
the greenest IT spaces
and a talent pool of IT
professionals. "IBM's
choice to establish its
software lab at
Infopark- Kochi is truly
something to celebrate.

Crop diversification
Ludhiana: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Friday said that the
state is fully ready to
adopt crop diversifica-
tion but the Centre
must provide assured
mechanism to give re-
munerative prices for
these crops. The
Centre must take this
step for ensuring that
farmers of the state
shift from water guz-
zling crops to less
water consuming
crops , said the Chief
Minister while ad-
dressing a gathering
after inaugurating the
Kisan Mela here at
Punjab Agricultural
University and Pashu
Palan Mela at Guru
Angad Dev Veterinary
and Animal Sciences
University. On the oc-
casion, Mann also said
that in coming days an
important decision
will be taken to get rid
of the menace of
paddy straw burning.

Biotech 
Future Forum

Hyderabad:The
Serbian government
and World Economic
Forum (WEF) have in-
vited Telangana
Minister for IT and
Industries K T Rama
Rao to participate in the
'Biotech Future Forum'
to be held in Belgrade on
October 20. The forum
will explore the struc-
tures, policies and com-
mercialisation required
to maximise the benefits
of biotech by focusing
on emerging innova-
tions and cutting-edge
research, an official re-
lease said on Friday.
"Given your leadership
in transforming
Hyderabad into a
healthcare and life sci-
ences hub of India, par-
ticipants would attach
great value to hear your
perspectives and expe-
riences," the invitation
extended to the
Minister, by Ana
Brnabic, Prime
Minister, Republic of
Serbia and Borge
Brende, President,
World Economic
Forum said.

PROMOTIONAL EVENT

Actor Sameera Reddy and Swastika Mukherjee poses
for photographs at a promotional event, ahead of Durga
Puja festival in Kolkata.

Chandrapur, Sep 24: 

Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Saturday said the Centre
has not taken any decision
to set up an oil refinery
project in any specific area
in Maharashtra. Speaking
to reporters in
Chandrapur, he said the
state government will have
to discuss the project's loca-
tion with the Central gov-
ernment. He alleged the
erstwhile government (in
Maharashtra) had allocat-
ed land for the project but
later refused under the pre-
text of changing the loca-
tion, which derailed the
project. "Following this, the
state (Maharashtra) and
the country faced huge eco-
nomic losses in the last
two-and-a-half years," Puri
alleged. Puri was apparent-

ly referring to the
Ratnagiri Refinery and
Petrochemical project, pro-
posed to be built at Nanar
village in Ratnagiri district
in coastal Konkan, but it
was scrapped before the
2019 polls at the insistence
of Shiv Sena, the then al-
liance partner of BJP.
Establishing a 60-million
metric tonne per annum

oil refinery will be the
biggest plant in the world,
Puri said. "If it is set up
anywhere in the country, it
has the potential to change
the economic scenario in
that state very fast," Puri
said.

He said an industrial as-
sociation has recommend-
ed setting up a 20-million
metric tonne capacity oil
refinery in the Vidarbha
region in east
Maharashtra claiming it
has a huge scope of miner-
als, metals etc. "I have sug-
gested the association rec-
ommend such issues to the
Central government and
we will look into them.
However, I have not taken
any decision on setting up
an oil refinery at
Chandrapur or in the
Vidarbha region in
Maharashtra," he added.

He said it is the
Maharashtra govern-
ment's call to select the lo-
cation for the project.
"After necessary talks be-
tween the state and the
Union governments and in-
ternational tie-ups, a deci-
sion will be taken," said
Puri. After the Foxconn-
Vedanta project, which was
proposed in Pune district,
shifted to Gujarat,
Maharashtra Industries
Minister Uday Samant said
PM Modi had assured chief
minister Eknath Shinde
that the state will get an
equally big project. Puri's
visit to the Chandrapur
constituency is part of the
Bharatiya Janata Party's
"Pravas" campaign to
shore up its base in 144 Lok
Sabha seats across the
country ahead of the 2024
general elections.

No decision taken on oil refinery
plant location in Maha: Puri

New Delhi, Sep 24: 

India is on track to at-
tract USD 100 billion for-
eign direct investment
(FDI) in the current fiscal
on account of economic
reforms and ease of doing
business, the government
said on Saturday. In 2021-
22, the country received
the "highest ever" foreign
inflows of USD 83.6 bil-
lion.

"This FDI has come
from 101 countries, and in-
vested across 31 union ter-
ritories and states and 57
sectors in the country. On
the back of economic re-
forms and Ease of Doing

Business in recent years,
India is on track to attract
USD 100 billion FDI in the
current FY (financial
year," the commerce and
industry ministry said in
a statement. It said that to
attract foreign invest-
ments, the government
has put in place a liberal
and transparent policy
wherein most sectors are
open to FDI under the au-
tomatic route.

The reform measures
include liberalization of
guidelines and regula-
tions, in order to reduce
unnecessary compliance
burden, bring down cost
and enhance the ease of

doing business in India, it
added. FDI equity inflows
in India dipped by 6 per
cent to USD 16.6 billion
during April-June period
of the current fiscal.

It also said that to ad-
dress the import of low-
quality and hazardous
toys and to enhance do-
mestic manufacturing of
toys, several strategic in-
terventions have been
taken by the government.
The import of toys in 2021-
22 have reduced by 70 per
cent to USD 110 million
(Rs 877.8 crore). On the
other hand, exports rose
by 61 per cent to USD 326
million.

India is on track to attract USD
100 bn FDI this fiscal: Govt Ahmedabad, Sep 23: 

N R Narayana Murthy,
co-founder of IT giant
Infosys, lamented that eco-
nomic activities in India
were "stalled" and deci-
sions were not taken by
the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment in time in the
Congress-led UPA-era.
During his interaction
with young entrepreneurs
and students at the Indian
Institute of Management -
Ahmedabad (IIMA),
Murthy expressed confi-
dence that young minds
can make India a worthy
competitor of China, the
world's second largest
economy. "I used to be on
the board of HSBC in
London (between 2008 and

2012). In the first few years,
when China was men-
tioned two to three times
in the boardroom (during
meetings), India's name
would be mentioned once,"
said the well-known busi-
nessman in response to a
question on where he sees
India in the future. "But
unfortunately, I don't know
what happened (to India)

afterwards. (Former PM)
Manmohan Singh was an
extraordinary individual
and I have tremendous re-
spect for him. But, some-
how, India stalled (during
UPA-era). Decisions were
not taken and everything
was delayed," said Murthy.
The IT czar said when he
left HSBC (in 2012), India's
name hardly found a men-
tion during meetings,
while China's name was
taken nearly 30 times. "So,
I think it is your (young
generation) responsibility
to make people mention
India's name whenever
they mention any other
country's name, particu-
larly China. I think you
people can do that," said
Murthy. The former

Infosys chairman said
there was a time when
most Westerners looked
down upon India, but
today, there is a certain
level of respect for the
country, which has now
become the world's fifth
largest economy.
According to him, the eco-
nomic reforms of 1991,
when Manmohan Singh
was the finance minister,
and the present Bharatiya
Janata Party-led NDA gov-
ernment's schemes like
'Make In India' and 'Startup
India' have helped the coun-
try gain ground. "When I
was of your age, there was
not much responsibility be-
cause not much was expect-
ed from neither me nor
India.

India ‘stalled’ during UPA-era, says Narayana Murthy

New Delhi, Sep 24:  

The government on
Friday said retail prices of
rice in the domestic market
will remain under control,
helped by a ban on exports
of broken rice and suffi-
cient stocks in its godowns.
The statement by the food
ministry came a day after
its factsheet alluded to a
pricing pressure and rates
of rice rising in the near
term. By imposing the ban
on export of broken rice,
the government has "suc-
cessfully ensured domestic
food security, availability
of domestic feed for poul-
try and cattle feed, while
keeping a check over infla-
tion as well as domestic
price of rice", the food min-
istry said in the statement
on Friday. With effect from
September 9, the Centre
imposed a ban on broken
rice exports and also a
slapped a 20 per cent export
duty on non-basmati rice,
except for par-boiled rice.

Retail prices of 
rice to remain

under control: Govt

Dubai, Sep 24: 

India is a strategic mar-
ket and Mashreq Bank will
continue to make invest-
ments to expand its busi-
ness in the country, Bank's
Group CEO Ahmed
Abdelaal has said. The old-
est private bank in the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) has had corporate
banking operations since
1980 in India, while
Mashreq Global Network
(MGN), in Bengaluru, sup-
ports the entire group in
many areas, including busi-
ness development and risk
management. Mashreq
Bank invested additional
capital of USD 100 million
in January 2022 in India
demonstrating its confi-
dence and growth aspira-
tions, he said. "So, as we
grow, we will continue to in-
crease our investment in

India...We have no intention
of growing our brick and
mortar branches, we will
rather grow our digital serv-
ices," he said. He said the
bank will continue to ex-
pand in India because of its
high potential and high
growth market not only
from corporate activity but
also from talent acquisition.
"The bank is expanding its
corporate (lending) foot-
print business at the same
time using the pool of talent
available in the Indian mar-
ket to support the entire op-

eration of the group...MGN
has significant intellectual
capital covering all aspects
of services, technology, risk
management, and business
development. MGN has
tripled its headcount in the
last 18 month," he said.
MGN has close to 1,600 em-
ployees with an addition of
110 employees since
January this year. The
bank, in the last 40 years of
its operations, has achieved
critical mass and would fol-
low an organic path for
growth, he added.
Meanwhile, the Dubai-
based bank on Wednesday
unveiled its new brand iden-
tity with tagline 'Rise Every
Day' indicating its mission
to be the region's most pro-
gressive challenger bank
through a collaborative, dig-
ital-first approach to build-
ing a new banking-as-a-serv-
ice (BaaS).

After multiple specula-
tions over the years,

5G is finally coming this
year, and consumers and
telecom players are excit-
ed about how this upcom-
ing technology is going to
level up the existing digi-
talization and introduce
multiple opportunities
across industries. With so
much information avail-
able through media, there
are still speculations
amongst users regarding
the capabilities of this
digital transformation
and how it could change
the way we experience
everything. India has
seen remarkable growth
when it comes to the
telecommunication in-
dustry. From approxi-
mately 82000 landline
users 75 years ago to near-
ly 1.2 billion telecom
users today, the Indian
telecom industry has reg-
istered outstanding
progress.

What exactly is 5G?
and how is it going to
benefit the end-user

The internet has been a
part of our lives since the
early 80s and it has trans-
formed the dimensions of
connectivity. Now with
the 5th generation of the
internet coming into our
lives, we can expect a lot
more from the world of
technology for the con-
sumers. 5G is majorly fo-
cused on three things:
high data speeds, low la-
tency, and increased con-
currency. The upcoming
generation of the network
is going to revolutionize
everything around us.
Giving users an upgrade
to a better connecting ex-
perience, 5G will change
how we consume data.

How can consumer-
suse 5G?

In a letter issued to
their customers, Gopal
Vittal, CEO, of Bharti
Airtel, explained how

convenient it will be for
the users to use 5G on
their existing Airtel SIM
as it is already 5G en-
abled. He also explained
the ways inwhich users
can easily change the set-
tings on their 5G handset
and make the best of the
upcoming technology. He
also mentioned that by
December, the 5G network
should have coverage in
the key metros and they
expect to cover allof
urban India by the end of
2023.

Are we ready to reap
the benefits of 5G?

Speaking of 5G devices,
the anticipation of 5G in
India has been building up
for years now - many man-
ufacturers have already
launched the latest 5G
smartphones in the coun-
try, with more in the
pipeline. We are expecting
better smartphones and
devices this year which
will cater to the needs of

users of every price seg-
ment. Airtel has already
started this transforma-
tion by building the 5G
digital ecosystem with a
network of diverse players
– including cloud
providers, managed secu-
rity providers, enterpris-
es, and technology part-
ners offering a host of
services. The movement
and interest toward 5G
readiness are strong and
that reflects in the upward
curve as the industry pre-
pares for its commercial
rollout.

Globally, some countries
have already witnessed
Greenfield 5G deploy-
ments and there are re-
gions where the commer-
cial deployment of 5G is
happening faster, enabled
by spectrum availability.
The launch of 5G services
in the country will have a
special emphasis in the
areas lacking internet con-
nectivity previously.

5G: How well are we prepared to make most
out of next generation of mobile network

India strategic market; will continue to
make investment: Mashreq Bank CEO

Bengaluru, Sep 23: 

Amazon.in’s biggest festive
celebration the ‘Amazon
Great Indian Festival 2022’
brings a host of deals &
offers on products from
lakhs of sellers, Small &
Medium Businesses (SMBs),
and popular brands.
Customers can get exciting
deals on the widest selec-
tion of products from top
brands across categories
including smartphones,
appliances, consumer elec-
tronics, fashion & beauty,
groceries,Amazon Devices,
home & kitchen, and more.
Customers will also have the
opportunity to shop from a
range of products from
Amazon sellers under vari-
ous other programs such as
Amazon Launchpad, Amazon
Saheli, Amazon Karigar, as
well as top Indian and global
brands across categoriesand
great offers extended by

lakhs of small businesses.
The Great Indian Festival
would include over 2,000
new product launches and a
wide selection from top
brands such as Samsung,
iQOO, Mi, Redmi, Apple,
OnePlus, LG, Sony, Colgate,
boAt, HP, Lenovo, Fire-Boltt,
Noise, Hisense, Vu, TCL,
Acer, Allen Solly, Biba, Max,
PUMA, Adidas, American
Tourister, Safari,
Maybelline, Sugar
Cosmetics, L’Oreal, Bath and
Body Works, Forest
Essentials, Nivea, Gillette,
Tata Tea, Huggies, Pedigree,
Himalaya, Hasbro, Omron,
Philips, Daawat, Aashirvaad,
Tata Sampann, Surf Excel,
Eureka Forbes, Havells,
Story@Home, Ajanta, Wipro,
Prestige, Butterfly, Milton,
Solimo, The Sleep Company,
Yonex, Nivia, Hero Cycles,
Bosch, Black+Decker, HIT,
Trust Basket and many
more. 

Amazon.in Great Indian
Festival brings exicitng deals

New Delhi, Sep 24: 

Today, the U.S. Agency
for International
Development (USAID) and
UNICEF formally
launched theDoordarshan
and YouTube series titled
Duur Se Namaste
(“Greetings from a dis-
tance!”) at an event held
today in New Delhi. 'Duur
Se Namaste', a fictional
Hindi series developed in
an entertainment-educa-
tion format, highlights the
challenges of a post-pan-
demic world and promotes
the adoption of healthy be-
haviors and practices.
Weaving messages on
COVID-19 vaccine promo-
tion and the need to con-
tinue COVID-19 appropri-
ate behavior, the series in-
cludes tips for navigating

mental health issues for
children and young people
and supporting children’s
learning recovery as they
return to school.

Additional Secretary
and Mission Director
(National Health Mission),
Ms Roli Singh and
Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, Ms. Neerja
Sekhar were present at the
inauguration. Ms. Singh
spoke on the COVID-19
pandemic and outlined the
way forward for the post-
pandemic world. Ms

Sekhar spoke on the criti-
cal role of Mass media and
communications in health
promotion.

Sharing the visionon
the edutainment series,
Ms. Veena Reddy, Mission
Director of USAID India,
said, “COVID-19 knows no
borders and no one is safe
until everyone is safe.
USAID is proud to support
Duur Se Namaste, which
highlights the challenges
of life in the new normal,
and ways to navigate these
through good health prac-
tices." 

USAID, UNICEF present ‘Duur Se Namaste’
̈ A new television

series, that 
promotes healthy
behavior in a 
post-pandemic
world

New Delhi, Sep 22: 

The government has
asked companies having
any amount in their un-
spent corporate social re-
sponsibility accounts to
set up a CSR committee.
To this effect, the govern-
ment has amended rules
governing corporate so-
cial responsibility (CSR),
according to an official
notification issued by the
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs. Under the
Companies Act, 2013, cer-
tain classes of profitable
companies are required
to spend at least 2 per
cent of their average net
profit of the preceding
three financial years on
CSR activities in a partic-
ular financial year.
Mukul Sharma, Partner,
Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas, said the

amendments have also re-
vised the format for the
annual report on CSR ac-
tivities to be included in
the board's report. Under
the CSR rules, amounts
remaining unspent in a
financial year relating to
an ongoing project as
well as any unutilised
surplus arising from the
CSR activities are re-
quired to be deposited by
the company in a special
bank account called the
'Unspent Corporate
Social Responsibility
Account'. The amended
rules now provide that a
company will have to
comply with CSR related
obligations, including
constituting a CSR com-
mittee so long as there is
any unspent amount in
its Unspent Corporate
Social Responsibility
Account

Govt amends rules governing
corporate social responsibility

A
ctress Madhuri Dixit Nene, who
is gearing up for her streaming
movie 'Maja Ma', recently spoke

about the changes that she has wit-
nessed in the recent years about

how the Hindi film industry
which is otherwise known

as Bollywood has
changed over the

course of time.
The actress, who

plays a Gujarati
homemaker in
the film, said,
"Earlier the
Hindi film in-
dustry was
very disorgan-
ised and dis-
jointed ex-
cept for a
few produc-
tions like
Yash Raj
F i l m s ,
Subhash Ghai's
production or

R a j s h r i
P r o d u c t i o n ,

which were
very organised

in their ap-
proach. But now

with the corporate
culture having come

up in the films, things
are far more stream-

lined today."
She then mentioned how

the industry has started taking
writing - the bedrock of any film,

quite seriously, "We have table reading
sessions with our fellow cast members now, some-
thing which was unheard of back then in the 1990s.
We used to get dialogues on the go, just before a shot
was supposed to be delivered." Adding a humorous
hue to her statement, she further mentioned, "We
used to wait for the writer to finish his dialogues,
who would say from some corner of the set, 'Haan
madam bas 2 minute mein likh ke deta hoon
(Just 2 minutes and your dialogues would be
ready, ma'am)'". Things have changed for the
good, the actress said and this in a way helps the
India cinema to compete at the global stage
where productions are flawless and of six -

sigma quality, "Today, we are given a bound script
about, which breaks down things to the last detail

like what are we going to wear in a particular
scene or what should be the pitching of the charac-
ter. These details really help an actor prepare for a
scene and deliver something that the audience
would thoroughly enjoy." Meanwhile, 'Maja Ma' is
set to drop on Prime Video on October 6.

F
ood and
film stars are a
tasty combination.

Actress and film maker
Lakshmi Manchu, a passionate
foodie herself, turns host for Chef
Mantra Season 2, where food choic-
es inevitably shape the lifestyle and
personality of the much-loved celebri-
ties. The show introduces audiences to a
rarely explored fun dimension in their

lives through their cuisine preferences.
On the show's launch, Lakshmi
Manchu commented: "For the

Manchu family, food has always
been a passion! It's that one ele-

ment that brings us all togeth-
er and, like most families, is
a focal point for any special
occasion. Good food should

bring you joy in just the experi-
ence of it. I'm so happy to be part

of Chef Mantra 2 because it once
again gave me a chance to meet my dig-

ital fans." Streaming every Friday at 2 p.m.
from September 30 on aha Telugu, each
week will feature influential Tollywood
personalities Malavika Mohan, Ritu
Verma, and Vidyu Raman, among oth-
ers.

Chef Mantra 2, spanning eight
episodes, features famous Telugu
film stars in the company of
their friends and family,
where they take a trip down
memory lane and discuss
the memories associ-
ated with their
comfort food.

Never underestimate the
power of your intuition,

says actress Sadaa

W
ell-known actress Sadaa, who has now
taken to wildlife photography in a big
way, has told her followers on Instagram

to never underestimate the power of intuition.
Going on to explain in detail how her intu-

ition helped her click pictures and videos of
a leopard called Bagheera, the actress
wrote a detailed post with the title,
"Bagheera, the 'Bluff Master' from
Jhalana! Read to know why I call him
that!" The post read: "This shy rugged
beast is known to keep away from
gypsies/ humans. Hence, getting
him head-on was something I'd least
expected." "It was already past
6:30 p.m. and we had no hopes for
any sighting for that
evening. Something
within me asked
Hemant if we could
check a particular area
before heading out. To
my surprise, he readily
agreed." "Just a few min-
utes on that route, Hemant
spotted something moving in
the bushes. The moment we
stopped to check, Bagheera got
up and tried all his antics to bluff
that he had gone further inside."

ACROSS

1. Marsh grasses

6. "Heidi" setting

10. Metric weight

14. Metropolitan

15. Perform alone

16. Strong cord

17. Professor's leave

19. Eden dweller

20. Snaky letter

21. Remodeled

22. Roman tyrant

23. Actor ____ Hackman

24. Plant anchors

25. Changes for the better

28. Rustic

31. Boyfriend

32. Soaked

36. Mess up

37. Enliven

39. Chopping tool

40. Old communication system

42. Thick piece

43. Paper quantities

44. Biblical songs

46. Lettuce dish

49. Female student

50. Bullring cries

51. Worships

54. Exercise club

57. Reside

58. Avoiding meat, fish and poultry

60. Bakery worker

61. Evils

62. Earn

63. Poor grades

64. Food plan

65. Levels

DOWN

1. Pretense

2. Notable periods

3. Subsides

4. Small quantity

5. Trapped

6. All kidding ____

7. Loony

8. Outline

9. Cobbler's concern

10. Breakfast food

11. Cowboys' contest

12. Not together

13. Office notes

18. Certain bills

23. Large antelope

24. Not common

25. Spur on

26. Simple

27. Certain nobleman
28. Highway entrances
29. Western state
30. Boring routine
32. Thailand, once
33. Towering
34. Midterm, e.g.
35. Society girls
37. Matured
38. Gun org.
41. Pencil ends
42. Unhappy
44. Poe or Browning
45. Flavorful seed
46. Compact
47. Wonderland girl
48. Embankment
49. Wave top
51. Enthusiastic
52. Sandwich shop
53. Eye amorously
54. Royal title
55. Physical discomfort
56. Picnic intruders
59. Race the engine
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No pressure, Aquarius, but as things are
now, you might want to evaluate your
career. Is it working out well? What are
your latest achievements? What goals
haven't been reached? If the answers
aren't satisfactory, it's time to make some
dramatic changes. If your work doesn't
make your heart sing, it's time to find some
that does. Life isn't a dress rehearsal. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The time is right for all things financial,
Pisces. If you've been thinking of signing a
contract to accept a job or purchase a piece
of property, go ahead. Strategize ways in
which you can be even more financially suc-
cessful in the future. You have a lot of skills,
but you don't always apply them as careful-
ly as you could. Correct this and you'll be
unstoppable!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Expect to get some useful financial informa-
tion today, Aries. You may learn about a new
investment, or perhaps you'll get wind of a
job opening that's right up your alley. This is
a good day to consider an alternate life path.
Although there's nothing wrong with the
one you're on, it's always good to consider
other roads.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Expect your romantic relationship to be bet-
ter than ever today, Taurus. You're communi-
cating well and in touch with one another's
feelings. How wonderful to be able to main-
tain an inspiring, rewarding bond with some-
one who loves you. There is much to be grate-
ful for. This could be a good time to take your
relationship to the next level. Your partner
won't mind discussing this.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

This could be a banner day, Gemini. Your
spiritual and career goals come together so
both are enhanced, and neither is compro-
mised. It's a neat trick. You can expect the
opportunity to practice what you preach to
come to you through a friend or colleague.
Don't discount any ideas presented to you,
as one will contain the key to meshing two
of the most important parts of your life.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Be your most charming self tonight, Cancer.
You're likely to talk with someone who can
help your career. Your intuition is strong, so
you may know who this person is the minute
you begin your conversation. If the chemistry
is good, too, so much the better! Whether
this person impacts your life in a romantic or
business capacity, you'll remember this night
as when your life changed for the better!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You have an introspective nature, Leo. For
the last few weeks, you've been reflecting
on and assessing what does and doesn't
work in your life. It's likely that you're
ready for some kind of major change.
Either your relationship is in a rut or you
need a complete career overhaul. Follow
your instincts as you plan how to develop
and grow from here. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You're ready for something new and differ-
ent, Virgo. What better time than during the
current transits to put into practice what
has only been a dream? You may decide to
work for yourself or ditch one relationship
in favor of another. You want the changes
you implement to be brash and far-reach-
ing! If not, you may have to wait a long time
to feel this energetic and optimistic again.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You'll do some serious soul searching
today. Which goals have you achieved
and which ones have gone unattained?
Be honest as you reflect on past months.
Could you have done things differently?
Would you like to do things differently in
the future? You'd be well advised to
write down your successes and regrets.
Use the list to keep you on track.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you'll realize that a clean slate
brings with it the chance for a new begin-
ning. You feel excited and optimistic
about the future. Your goals are clear, and
your mind is sharp. How can you not suc-
ceed? Take care not to let your fantasies
run away with you. Keep your eyes on
your attainable goals rather than waste
time and energy chasing pipe dreams.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may be ready for some major
career changes, Sagittarius. You could
be fed up with the stress and long
hours of the corporate environment.
Surely in this age of technology there's
a way to spend more time at home
without sacrificing the quality of your
work. Think about it for a few days. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your intuition is working overtime today,
Capricorn, making you sensitive to oth-
ers' deepest emotions. It may be that the
celestial atmosphere has everyone feel-
ing open and honest, eager to grow into
his or her most authentic self. Certainly,
that's how you feel. Take some time out of
your busy schedule to reflect on your
regrets and successes. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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nstagram sensation
Kusha Kapila who has
recently stepped into

the field of acting made a
debut on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s most loved
comedy talk show The
Kapil Sharma Show
as a special guest
this Saturday, 24th
September at 9:30
pm. The show
also welcomed
R i t e s h
D e s h m u k h ,
T a m a n n a a h
Bhatia, Poonam
Dhillon who took
the entertainment
quotient a notch
higher. Apart from
charming everyone
with her presence on the
show, Kusha shared some
interesting and fun mo-
ments that she experi-
enced while shooting for
the film Plan A Plan B.

In a candid hilarious
conversation, Kusha re-
vealed how her social
media story with
Tamannaah Bhatia took
the internet by storm as
men in her list flooded her
DM with requests to meet
Tamannaah. She shared,
“I remember once I partied
with Tamannaah in Delhi
and I posted a picture with
her. To my surprise, my
message box was full of
men asking me to make

them meet Tamannaah.
But as most of them were
my friends, I had my own
way to handle them and
break their hearts by re-
jecting them at my level
(laughs).”

Delighted to be sharing
the screen with Kusha,
Tamannaah shared,
“Through Plan A Plan B,
we met for the very first
time and became really
good friends. In the movie,

she plays the role of my
best friend and somehow it
got transcended into our
real life as well. Now I have
all the liberty to call her
anytime and don’t have to
check her Instagram to
know where she is and
what she is doing.”

Tune into The Kapil
Sharma Show, on Saturday
and Sunday at 9:30 pm only
on Sony Entertainment
Television!

Kusha
reveals her

social
media story

with
Tamannaah

took 
internet by

storm

P
ariva Pranati who
plays Vandana
Wagle in Sony SAB’s

Wagle Ki Duniya shares,
“During Navratri, I love
how Mumbai is complete-
ly adorned out in lights!
My family members prac-
tice fasting and partici-
pate in poojas during this
time of year. Given the vi-
brancy of the city during
Navaratri, I feel we get
blessed in some way every
day. Besides that, Garba
and Dandiya brighten up
the atmosphere. It makes
me extremely happy when
my son is able to take part
in such splendid celebra-
tions. On Navaratri, my
parents, grandmother,
and most family members
fast. I think in some ways
this is empowering be-
cause you learn to control
and master your own
cravings. This Navaratri,
we'll most likely be shoot-
ing but the crew is plan-
ning to take part in some
festival, so we look for-
ward to that!”

Chinmayee Salvi who
portrays Sakhi Wagle in

Sony SAB’s Wagle Ki
Duniya states, “I'm a
dancer, so every
Navaratri, our dance

classes would put on a
show. Apart from that, my
friends and I would attend
Garba events in places

like Dombivali. We
planned our dresses
around the color of the
day and also our dance
steps, it was a lot of fun!
My uncle lives in
Mulund's Gujarati com-
munity, so I am often invit-
ed to play there too. As a
dancer, I adore all dance
forms and enjoy visiting
places where people play
authentic Garba. I'm also
really excited to try
Gujarati delicacies now
that I've made many
Gujarati friends since
joining Wagle ki Duniya.

Bhakti Rathod playing
the role of Sonal Parikh in
Sony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible comments, “In
Ahmedabad, near my
house, there is a very pop-
ular place called Law
Garden where you get
Chaniya Cholis of all
kinds and in a variety of
colors and designs, what-
ever you have in mind you
get it there. Every year
during Navratri, me and
my sister would buy our
clothes from there, from
Sanedo which is actually a

type of Chaniya Choli to
Upada, a Gujarat saree, we
would buy all of it from
there. We also had the tra-
dition of decorating
Garbas every year with
our mother and singing
Aartis and playing Garba.
Navaratri for me is not
just about traditions, it's
also about building your
soul and self-healing.”

Darshan Gurjar essay-
ing the role of Chirag
Patel in Sony SAB’s
Pushpa Impossible says,
“Every Navaratri, I return
to my hometown for the
grand celebrations. Close
to my house, there is a
ground called 'Pragati
Maidan,' where various
celebrities are called on
stage and everybody is
dressed in their best fes-
tive attire. During the
Navaratri festivities, my
serotonin levels skyrocket
because of how vibrant
the mood is! I've also
joined the celebration in
Mumbai, and I love how
delightful the atmosphere
is in this city on this joy-
ous eve."

Sony SAB artists share their memories of Navratri

Telugu actress
Lakshmi Manchu 
to host celeb food

show ‘Chef Mantra’
Season 2

Madhuri: Back in 
90s, writers used 

to pen scripts 
on sets
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Hyderabad, Sep 24 (PTI):

India will be hoping
their key bowlers, Harshal
Patel and Yuzvendra
Chahal, are back to their
best when the hosts take
on Australia in the series-
deciding third T20
International here on
Sunday.

India were able to plug
the gaps in Nagpur to level
the three-match series
with a comprehensive win
in the eight-over-a-side
contest. But they will need
their bowlers, especially
Harshal and Chahal, to
overcome their struggles
ahead of the T20 World
Cup. India had got off to an
electric start in the last
game with Axar Patel
bowling a fiery two-over
spell that included a couple
of wickets but they are
struggling at the back end
of the innings.

While Jasprit Bumrah is
sure to carry the responsi-
bility, senior seamer
Bhuvneshwar Kumar's
poor show at the death
overs is a real concern. He
struggled in the Asia Cup
and in the opener against
Australia.

He was dropped for the
second T20, perhaps, be-
cause skipper Rohit
Sharma felt he needed
only four bowlers for the
eight overs but
Bhuvneshwar's form is
worrisome. Death overs

specialist Harshal, who is
returning from an injury,
also hasn't inspired confi-
dence and perhaps needs a
couple of matches more to
find his rhythm.

The right-arm medium
pacer, who relies on his
variations to be effective,
has conceded 81 runs in
his six overs at an econo-
my rate of 13.50 and is the
most expensive bowler in
the series. He has strug-
gled to get his lengths
right, remaining wicket-
less.

India rely on their spin-
ners in the middle overs
and while Axar has been a
big positive, Chahal has

faltered. He went for a lot
of runs in the Asia Cup
and the trend has contin-
ued against Australia.

India will, however,
breathe a sigh of relief as
Bumrah was his vintage
best, showing no signs of
rust after returning from
his back injury.

In the batting depart-
ment, the famed top order
comprising Rohit, KL
Rahul and Virat Kohli
needs to be more consis-
tent. The trio has not fired
in unison for a while.

Suryakumar Yadav has
also been patchy in the
past few games with
Hardik Pandya churning

out match-winning per-
formances.

Another chink in the
Indian batters' armour is
leg spin. The have contin-
ued to struggle against leg-
gies and Adam Zampa has
utilised this weakness
well.

Dinesh Karthik, who
played his role of a finish-
er to perfection in the pre-
vious game, is likely to get
more game time.

Skipper Rohit would
also like to give Axar, who
is a like-to-like replace-
ment for the injured
Ravindra Jadeja, a go with
the bat to see how the all-
rounder performs in

crunch situations.
Additionally, he is the only
left-hander in the side
apart from Rishabh Pant.

The Australians, on the
other hand, would also be
concerned with their bowl-
ing.

After outplaying India in
the first game, the
Australians were at the re-
ceiving end in the second
match, eventually losing
by a massive six wickets.
While Aaron Finch and
Matthew Wade managed to
put runs on the board,
their bowling department
failed miserably once
again.

In the absence of the in-
jured Nathan Elis, pacers
Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood and Daniel
Sams leaked over 11 runs
an over. All-rounder
Cameron Green has also
been expensive.

Wade has been brilliant
with the willow but with a
World Cup to defend in
their backyard, the
Australian team manage-
ment would like the big-
hitting Glenn Maxwell,
who has scored just a run
in two games, to pick up
form. Come Sunday, both
teams will try to iron out
the chinks in their ar-
mours and come on top, as
a series win this close to
World Cup will be a real
moral booster.

Harshal, Chahal’s form in focus ahead
of series decider against Australia

India’s players attend a practice session.

Match starts at 7pm IST.

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI):

Jhulan Goswami's com-
mitment to the game was
such that she would "spit
fire" even while bowling
in the nets, and at the re-
ceiving end of it often
was her longtime team-
mate and captain, Mithali
Raj.

India's finest ever bat-
ter Mithali, who called
time on a glorious career
in July, on Saturday wel-
comed her contemporary
and fast-bowling great
Jhulan into the former
cricketers' club.

Having shared the
dressing room for close to
two decades, Mithali and
Jhulan saw the massive
growth of women's crick-
et in India, shared many
memorable wins and also
some heartbreaking loss-
es.

Speaking to PTI on
Jhulan's immense im-
pact, longevity and relent-
less hardwork over the
years, Mithali began by
talking about the
'Chakdaha Express'' early
days when she came into
the Indian team as a 19-
year-old.

"We are of the same
age, so we have that com-
fort level and communi-
cation. It was always very
easy to reach out to her
and speak to her.
Someone who was always
high on energy on the
ground, may be because
she is a fast bowler," said

Mithali. The 39-year-old
became the leading wick-
et-taker in ODIs through
sheer dedication. Though
swing was not her biggest
weapon, accuracy and
use of the seam got her a
bagful of wickets.

The competitive spirit
in Jhulan was very much
evident even in the nets,
recalled Mithali.

"In the nets, I would
often ask her 'why are you
spitting fire, you are my
teammate only na'. Then
she would say 'to get out is
the toughest'. She always
had the competitive
streak including domes-
tic cricket where we
played against each other
often. I enjoyed that rival-

ry as well." A fast bowler
is expected to have a
tough exterior but Jhulan
was also gentle at heart.
Mithali recollected a
game in domestic cricket
that revealed Jhulan's
softer side.

"We were playing in the
semifinals (Railways ver-
sus Bengal). I did not
carry my helmet during
that domestic season.
Jhulan was aiming right
at my head and I did leave
a lot of her bouncers.

"After a while she came
up to me and said 'why
are you not wearing a hel-
met? I was like 'I did not
carry helmet', how will I
wear one?' Those were the
fun times."

Jhulan would spit fire even while
bowling at me in nets: Mithali

London, Sep 24 (PTI):

In a touching gesture,
India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur let Jhulan Goswami
call the toss in her farewell
game at Lord's on Saturday.

Harmanpreet and
Jhulan came for the toss to-

gether and stood alongside
England captain Amy
Jones. The India skipper
was also in tears during a
team huddle before the
game as the side bid an
emotional farewell to
India's finest pacer. After
the toss, Jhulan also spoke

to host broadcaster Sky
Sports. Having already
sealed the series, their first
in England in 23 years,
India would be aiming for a
3-0 series result and give a
perfect send-off to Jhulan,
who played international
cricket for two decades.

Jhulan joins Harmanpreet
at toss in farewell game

New Delhi, Sep 24 (PTI):

The Indian team for the
FIFA U-17 Women's World
Cup, to be held in the coun-
try from October 11, has
left for Spain to play inter-
national friendly matches
next week.

The All India Football
Federation (AIFF), howev-
er, did not mention the
teams the Indians will play
against. "These friendlies
have been planned as part
of the team's preparation
for the upcoming FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup, which
is scheduled to take place in
India from October 11," the
AIFF said in a release. "The
details of the upcoming
matches will be confirmed
soon." The Young Tigresses
have been camping in
Bhubaneswar. The 23-
member squad, along with
the support staff, travelled
left for Spain on Friday
night.

The Squad:
Goalkeepers: Melody

Chanu Keisham,
Monalisha Devi
Moirangthem, Anjali
Munda

Defenders: Astam
Oraon, Gladys

Zonunsangi, Kajal,
Naketa, Purnima
Kumari, Varshika, Shilky
Devi Hemam, Nikita
Jude

Midfielders: Babina
Devi Lisham, Nitu Linda,
Shailja, Shubhangi Singh

Forwards: Anita
Kumari, Lynda Kom
Serto, Neha, Rejiya Devi
Laishram, Shelia Devi
Loktongbam, Kajol
Hubert Dsouza, Lavanya
Upadhyay, Sudha Ankita
Tirkey.

Dubai, Sep 24 (PTI):

Bangladesh and Ireland have

qualified for the 2023

Women's T20 World Cup in

South Africa after winning

their respective semi-finals at

the qualifying event in Abu

Dhabi. Bangladesh completed

a 11-run win over Thailand and

Ireland beat Zimbabwe by four

runs in matches played at the

Zayed Cricket Stadium on

Friday to book their berths,

joining Australia, England,

India, New Zealand, Pakistan,

South Africa, Sri Lanka and

the West Indies, who have

already made it to the 10-team

tournament.

Bangladesh captain Nigar

Sultana Joty said: "We came

here to qualify for the T20

World Cup, and we did it! We

have been playing together for

so many years, this is our time

to show the world how good

we are, how much we have

improved as a side."

Indian team for FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup
leaves for Spain to play friendly matches

Bangladesh,
Ireland qualify for
2023 Women’s T20

World Cup

Karachi, Sep 23 (AP):

Harry Brook and Ben
Duckett bludgeoned maid-
en Twenty20 half-centuries
as England bounced back
to beat Pakistan by 63 runs
on Friday.

Brook smashed 81 off 35
balls and left-hander
Duckett made 69 off 42 de-
liveries as England racked
up 221-3 after losing the
toss.

Pakistan's top order
crumbled against fast
bowlers Mark Wood and
Reece Topley and finished
on 158-8 a day after chasing
down 199.

Wood picked up 3-24 and
Reece took 1-22 in their
first game of the series as
England brought them in
for David Willey and Luke
Wood. England leads the
series 2-1 with four more
games to go. They go again
in Karachi on Sunday.

Captain Babar Azam
and Mohammad Rizwan
couldn't repeat their
Thursday night heroics
when they led Pakistan to
a 10-wicket win with a bril-
liant double-century stand.

Both batters scored
eight runs each before
Wood had Babar caught at
third man in the third over,
and Topley clean-bowled
Rizwan with a brilliant
slower ball.

Left-hander Shan
Masood, who made his T20
debut in the first game,
top-scored with an unbeat-

en 65 off 40 balls but
Pakistan always lagged
well behind once it lost
Babar and Rizwan.

Brook smashed the
Pakistan pacers in the lat-
ter half of the innings
while Duckett was excel-
lent against the spinners.

Brook punished
Shahnawaz Dahani (0-62)

for boundaries at will in
the death overs as the fast
bowler returned with
Pakistan's second most ex-
pensive figures in a T20.

Legspinner Usman
Qadir picked up the wick-
ets of debutant Will Jacks
(40) and Dawid Malan (14)
in his first two overs before
ending at 2-48.

Brook and Duckett earn England
63-run win over Pakistan

England's cricketers shake hands with Pakistan's Shan Masood (R) after their victory at the end of
the third Twenty20 international cricket match between Pakistan and England at the National Cricket
Stadium in Karachi.

London, Sep 24 (AP):

This day, this match, had
to come, of course, for Roger
Federer, and for tennis, just
as it inevitably must for
every athlete in every sport.

Federer bid adieu Friday
night with one last contest
before he heads into retire-
ment at age 41 after a su-
perlative career that includ-
ed 20 Grand Slam titles and
a statesman's role. He
wrapped up his days as a
professional player with a
loss in doubles alongside his
longtime rival Rafael Nadal
for Team Europe in the
Laver Cup against Frances
Tiafoe and Jack Sock of
Team World.

The truth is that the vic-
tors, the statistics and the
score (OK, for the record it
was 4-6, 7-6 (2), 11-9) did not
matter, and were all so en-
tirely beside the point. The
occasion was, after all, about
the farewell itself. Or, better,
the farewells, plural:
Federer's to tennis, to the
fans, to his competitors and
colleagues. And, naturally,
each of those entities'
farewells to Federer.

When the match, and
with it his time in profes-
sionl tennis, ended, Federer
hugged Nadal, then Tiafoe
and Sock. And then Federer
began crying as he went to
greet the other members of
Team Europe. As cascades
of clapping and yells of af-
fection came from the
stands, Federer put his

hands on his hips, his chest
heaving.

Then he mouthed,
"Thank you," while applaud-
ing right back toward the
spectators who had chanted,
"Let's go, Roger! Let's go!"
during the concluding mo-
ments of a match that lasted
more than two hours and
ended at about 12:30 a.m.

The Swiss star an-
nounced last week that the
three-day team event, which
was founded by his manage-
ment company, would be his
final event before retire-
ment, then made clear the
doubles outing would be his
last match. His surgically re-
paired right knee -- the last
of three operations came
shortly after a loss in the
Wimbledon quarterfinals in
July 2021, which will go
down as his final official sin-
gles match -- is in no shape
to allow him to continue.

"For me, just personally,
(it was) sad in the first mo-
ment, when I came to the
conclusion it's the best deci-
sion," Federer said in an in-
terview with The
Associated Press this week
about his emotions when re-
alizing it was time to go. "I
kind of held it in at first,
then fought it off. But I could
feel the pain."

A couple of hours before
Friday's match, Federer
tweeted: "I've done this thou-
sands of times, but this one
feels different. Thank you to
everybody who's coming
tonight."

Roger Federer’s last match is
doubles loss with Rafael Nadal

Team Europe's Roger Federer, front, and Rafael Nadal in action
during their Laver Cup doubles match against Team World's Jack
Sock and Frances Tiafoe at the O2 arena in London.

Family keeps man’s
body at home for 

18 months thinking
he is in coma

Kanpur, Sep 23 (PTI): In
a bizarre incident, the
family of an Income Tax
department employee
who died last year kept
his body at home here for
almost 18 months assum-
ing that he was in a
coma, officials said on
Friday.

The man's wife, who
appears to be mentally
unstable, sprinkled 'gan-
gajal' on his highly de-
composed body every
morning, hoping that it
would help him come out
of the coma, they said.

In a statement, the
Kanpur police said
Dixit's death certificate
issued by a private hospi-
tal stated that he died due
to sudden cardiac respi-
ratory syndrome on
April 22, 2021.

Kolkata, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Three community puja
committees in the city are
installing Braille display
board this year to help the
visually impaired pandal
hoppers feel and enjoy the
grandeur of the festival
without depending on vol-
unteers to explain it to
them. The facility will en-
able them to know in de-
tail about the d cor and
the idol by touching the
surface of the Braille
display board.

Hazra Park
Durgotsab Committee,
State Bank Park in
Thakurpukur, and
Young Boys Club in the
Chitpur area are in-
stalling a Braille display
stand which will be
placed on one side of
the pandal. Another
popular puja, Shiv
Mandir Sarbajanin on

Lake Temple road in
south Kolkata, will be in-
stalling a Braille board for
the fifth year in a row.

Joint Secretary of
Hazra Park Sarbojonin
Durgotsab Committee
Sayan Deb Chatterjee
said, "During Durga puja
when everybody wants to
have fun, we decided to
enable the visually chal-
lenged people to soak
themselves in the festival
spirit.

Bhubaneswar, Sep 24 (PTI): 

After a decade of strug-
gle, the women of Odisha's
Nayagarh district lead the
battle for forest rights from
the front, having reclaimed
what they think is theirs
and winning the rights
over forests resources in 24
villages.

Narrating their hard-
ships to protect the forests,
the Block-level Women
Federation President in
Ranpur, Shashi Pradhan
said that the women of
Nayagarh District see for-
est as a "source of their
livelihood" and have been
"protecting it since 1984."

"Women have been pro-
tecting and conserving

these forests since 1984.
People living in the vil-
lages had no idea about
these rights. The women
took charge and decided to
hold awareness cam-
paigns on Forest Rights

Act," Shashi said.
Community and forest

resource rights were
granted to Kodalapalli and
Sinduria village together
as they led the fight for the
rights jointly.

Explaining why the
forests are managed
mostly by women in
Nayagarh district, Shashi
said that there was "mis-
management" when the
forests were taken care by
the men. "There was mis-
communication and huge
mismanagement when
the men used to manage
the forests. Later, the
women took over and led
the fight for rights," she
said.

Another forest-dweller
in Ranpur, Anita Pradhan
told PTI that there were
instances when people
from other villages at-
tempted to invade their
forest and tried to peel the
barks of the trees.

Thrissur, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The Congress will not be
able to retain the Lok Sabha
seats it had won during the
2019 Parliamentary elec-
tions in the state as MPs in-
cluding, Rahul Gandhi,
have 'failed' to resist the
BJP in the national polity,
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan has said.
The Chief Minister also
taunted the Congress party
over the inclusion of V D
Savarkar's photo among the
20 Indian freedom fighters
in a banner erected for wel-
coming the ongoing 'Bharat
Jodo Yatra' led by Rahul
Gandhi.

Addressing a massive
crowd here as part of the
50th Martyrdom day of Left
leader Azheekodan
Raghavan, Vijayan said that
people of his state have re-
alised that electing Gandhi

to Lok Sabha from Kerala
was a mistake. "When
Rahul Gandhi contested
here, our people thought
that he was going to become
the Prime Minister. But the
people now know that it was
a mistake. That trick of the
Congress will not work here
again. The UDF MPs from
Kerala are not even resist-
ing the BJP at the national
level. They failed to raise

any issue pertaining to
Kerala in the Lok Sabha,"
Vijayan said. The veteran
Left leader alleged that the
communal agenda of the
RSS was being encouraged
by the Congress and pointed
out that even the state chief
of the national party had
said that he will join BJP if
he wants.

"The BJP and the RSS are
now trying to include
Savarkar as a freedom fight-
er along with Bhagat Singh
and Chandrashekhar Azad.
You all might have seen the
poster of Savarkar with
Azad in a poster raised by
Congress. This shows that
the Congress has accepted
the campaign of the RSS
and that's why Congress in
Ernakulam decided to add
Savarkar in the freedom
fighters list," Vijayan told
the gathering on Friday
evening.

Jammu, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) mayor
Chander Mohan Gupta and
his deputy Purnima
Sharma on Saturday sub-
mitted their resignations
after a meeting chaired by
Jammu and Kashmir BJP
president Ravinder Raina
here. Both Gupta and
Sharma resigned voluntari-
ly and expressed their de-
sire to work for strengthen-
ing the organisation (BJP),
Raina told reporters after
the joint meeting of the
party corporators and lead-
ers.

He said the meeting laud-
ed the role of Gupta and
Sharma during the past
four years, especially in im-
plementation of projects
under the Jammu Smart
City. "The party will decide
the name of the next mayor

and the deputy mayor in
consultation with the cor-
porators," Raina said. A
BJP leader said a meeting
of the corporators and sen-
ior leaders has been con-
vened at the party head-
quarters on Sunday to
reach a consensus on the
name of the new mayor and
the deputy mayor.

BJP national general sec-
retary Tarun Chugh is also
attending the meeting, he
said, adding the names of
the new mayor and the
deputy mayor are likely to
be announced on Sunday
evening. Gupta and
Sharma took over their re-
spective posts on November
15, 2018, after the BJP swept
the prestigious JMC, win-
ning 43 out of the 75 wards.
The urban local bodies elec-
tions were held in four
phases from October 8-16 in
2018 after a gap of 13 years.

Kishanganj (Bihar), Sep 23 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday as-
serted that the Narendra
Modi government gives top
priority to strengthen the
country's borders, a reason
why expenditure on infra-
structure development in
these areas has gone up
considerably under the cur-
rent regime.

Addressing personnel of
the Sashastra Seema Bal at
the Fatehpur outpost,
falling in Bihar's
Kishanganj district along
the border with Nepal,
Shah also underscored the
Centre's sensitivity towards
welfare needs of those man-
ning the country's interna-
tional boundaries.
"Between 2008 and 2014, an-

nually around Rs 4,000
crore were spent on border
infrastructure projects.
This subsequently climbed
to nearly Rs 6,000 crore per
year," he said after inaugu-
rating buildings of
Fatehpur, Raniganj,
Aamgachhi, Pekatola and

Beria outposts. The total
money spent on border in-
frastructure projects under
the NDA rule at the Centre
has been Rs 44,600 crore, he
said. "This has led to a 3.5
times increase in the total
length of border roads,"
Shah told the gathering.

"Our personnel on the bor-
ders also chip in with their
expertise in times of na-
tional calamities and law
and order situations. The
government realises this
and has been working to
provide them and their
families with better facili-
ties," Shah said.

To a casual observer it
may appear that the SSB
has an easy job, having to
guard borders with friend-
ly countries like Nepal and
Bhutan, he said. "But we
know challenges faced by
you are no less daunting
since patrolling an un-
fenced area is tricky. Your
rapport and goodwill
among the local popula-
tion plays a very impor-
tant role," observed the
home minister.

Ahmedabad, Sep 24 (PTI): 

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Saturday
claimed that Rahul
Gandhi's ongoing `Bharat
Jodo Yatra' has made the
BJP and RSS nervous and
forced the RSS chief to
reach out to various sec-
tions of society. Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat visited a mosque
in Delhi two days ago.

"Both BJP and RSS are
nervous ever since
Congress' Bharat Jodo
Yatra commenced.
Bhagwat is also meeting
people from different
walks of life. This is the ef-
fect of our initiative," said
Ramesh, Congress's gener-
al secretary in-charge of
communication, at a press
conference here. Bhagwat
earlier this week also held

discussions with the chief
of the All India Imam
Organisation, Umer
Ahmed Ilyasi. "Bhagwat's
visit was nothing but a
publicity stunt. Though he
visited the mosque, his in-
tentions were not good.
This was just pretence, be-
cause he remains silent on
real issues," Ramesh said.

When asked why Rahul
Gandhi's Yatra (foot-
march) across India would
not pass through the BJP-
ruled Gujarat where elec-
tions are due in December,
Ramesh said the campaign
was not election-centric.
Including Gujarat in the
itinerary was also not fea-
sible as the Yatra would

have taken 90 days to
reach the state by which
time elections would have
been over, the Congress
leader said. "Bharat Jodo
Yatra has nothing to do
with elections, at least not
Assembly elections in
Gujarat and other states.
However, it will surely im-
pact the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls," said Ramesh,
adding a stronger
Congress will make the op-
position even stronger.

"Bharat Jodo Yatra is
not being taken out for the
purpose of uniting the op-
position. People are now
realising that if Congress
remains weak, a united
opposition is meaning-
less," the Rajya Sabha
member added. The pur-
pose of the Yatra was to
stop the nation from disin-
tegrating under the BJP
rule, he said.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  25,  2022

Pinarayi Vijayan

Mass immersion of ashes of over 4000 unclaimed bodies by a Delhi-based social organisation in the Ganga river, in
Haridwar, Saturday.
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Visitors at the Taj Mahal during a rainy day, in Agra, Saturday.

ENJOYING TAJ VISIT‘BJP and RSS are nervous
due to Bharat Jodo Yatra’

Senior Congress leader Jairam Ramesh addresses a press
conference at Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan in Ahmedabad, Saturday.

‘Centre gives top priority to
strengthen border infrastructure’

Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation Amit
Shah interacts with SSB personnel during a visit to the
Indo-Nepal Border Outpost, in Fatehpur, Bihar. 

Jammu mayor,
deputy mayor resign

Three Durga puja pandals to
have Braille display board

‘Cong will not retain its LS seats in Kerala’

Kochi, Sep 24 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) has claimed that
the documents seized
during the nation-wide
raids conducted at of-
fices of Popular Front

of India (PFI) and its leaders
contain highly incriminating
materials targeting promi-
nent leaders of a particular
community.

In a remand report submit-
ted before the NIA special
court here seeking custody
of 10 people in connection
with a case registered here,
the agency alleged that the
radical Islamist outfit encour-
aged youth to join terrorist
groups including Lashkar-e-
Taiba and Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria (ISIS).

The report, which was
submitted on September 22,
also claims that the outfit
conspired to establish
Islamic rule in India by com-
mitting terrorist act as a part
of violent jihad.

It said the PFI spreads
"dis-affection against India
by wrongful interpretation of
government policies to the
particular section of people"
to create hatred against the
state and its machineries.

"During the investigation,
based on materials collect-
ed, it has been disclosed that
the accused named in the
FIR were actively involved in
the organised crimes and un-
lawful activities repeatedly,
to terrorise other religious
sections of the society, be-
sides creating fear in the
mind of general public based

on the larger conspiracy
hatched among themselves
and others," the report said.

In near simultaneous raids
across the country, a multi-
agency operation spear-
headed by the NIA on
September 22 led to the ar-
rest of 106 activists of the
Popular Front of India in 11
States for allegedly support-
ing terror activities in the
country.

"The seized documents
also contain highly incrimi-
nating materials related to
targeting of prominent lead-
ers of a particular communi-
ty. The Hit List seized clearly
shows that the PFI, which is
working through its leaders,
members and associated
have gone far ahead in creat-
ing atrocities among the
community," the report said.

‘PFI spreads ‘disaffection’ against India by
wrongful interpretation of govt policies’
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Women lead the battle in
Nayagarh for forest rights

Women who led the fight for forest conservation and protection
in Nayagarh district. 


