
Mishap
TThhaannee:: Four people were
killed after a portion of a
five-storey building col-
lapsed in Ulhasnagar
town of Maharashtra's
Thane district on
Thursday, authorities
said. A couple of other
persons were feared
trapped in the debris,
Ulhasnagar tehsildar
(revenue officer) Komal
Thakur said. Rescue and
relief operations were
underway, she said.

Protest 
KKoozzhhiikkooddee:: The suicide of
a former student of the
National Institute of
Technology (NIT) here
recently has prompted
supporters of the
Students Federation of
India (SFI) to stage a
protest demonstration on
the campus on
Wednesday. The student
of the Lovely Professional
University (LPU) in Mohali
in Punjab Agin S Dileep, a
native of Cherthala in
Kerala, had died by sui-
cide in his hostel room on
September 20.

Inquiry 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi LG V K
Saxena has ordered an
internal inquiry into the
alleged irregularities in
engagement of guest
teachers in AAP govern-
ment schools and embez-
zlement of funds in pay-
ment of salaries to
"ghost" teachers, LG
office sources said on
Thursday. 

Bribe
BBhhooppaall:: A clerk with
Madhya Pradesh water
resources department
was on Thursday held for
allegedly demanding and
accepting a bribe of Rs
40,000 from a man to
clear the latter's moth-
er's provident fund claim,
a Lokayukta special
police establishment offi-
cial said. 

Watery grave
BBaalllliiaa:: Two teenagers
were feared dead after
being swept away in the
Saryu river here where
they had gone to take a
bath, police said on
Thursday. Station House
Officer, Sikanderpur
police station, Yogesh
Yadav said Avnish Kumar
(17) and Kishan Kumar
(15), both residents of
Purcha village, were tak-
ing a bath in the river
along with two others
when they were swept
away.
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BRIEF

Bollywood actor Sonu Sood
poses for photos with 

children, who received assis-
tance from him for their 

medical treatment, during an
event, in Patna, Thursday.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Multi-agency teams
spearheaded by the NIA ar-
rested 106 functionaries of
the radical Islamic outfit
Popular Front of India
(PFI) on Thursday in near
simultaneous raids at 93 lo-
cations in 15 states for al-
legedly supporting terror
activities in the country, of-
ficials said.

Officials described the
mega crackdown as the
"largest-ever investigation
process till date" against
the PFI.

Kerala, where the PFI
has some strong pockets, ac-
counted for the maximum
number of 22 arrests, offi-
cials said, adding that its
chairman O M A Salam was
among those arrested.

The arrests were made
by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA), the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and the po-

lice forces of the states con-
cerned. The PFI, formed in
2006, claims to strive for a
neo-social movement osten-
sibly for the empowerment
of marginalised sections of
India, and is often accused
by law enforcement agen-
cies of promoting radical
Islam. Maharashtra and
Karnataka accounted for 20
arrests each, Tamil Nadu

(10), Assam (9), Uttar
Pradesh (8), Andhra
Pradesh (5), Madhya
Pradesh (4), Puducherry
and Delhi (3 each) and
Rajasthan (2).

Details of all the arrested
functionaries were not im-
mediately available.

The officials said the
searches took place place at
the premises of persons al-
legedly involved in terror
funding, organising train-
ing camps and radicalising
people to join proscribed or-
ganisations.

Bijapur, Sep 22: 

Two suspected Maoist
couriers were arrested in
Bijapur district and a
cache of explosives was re-
covered from them, police
said on Thursday.

The police intercepted
the duo, identified as
Hemla Santosh (23) and
Baburao Karam (31), on
Wednesday in Awapalli po-
lice station area when they
were going on a motorcycle
to allegedly deliver the ex-
plosives to Maoists, a po-
lice official here said.

A bag containing five gel-
atin rods, detonators and
cordex wire were recov-
ered from their possession,
he said, adding that they
failed to produce any docu-
ment in support of possess-
ing these items. "During in-
terrogation, the two per-
sons, natives of Pegdapalli
village in Tarrem area of
the district, told the police
that they had received ex-
plosives from unidentified
persons and were tasked to
deliver them to Maoists op-

erating in Tarrem area," he
said. Their questioning is
away which may facilitate
the arrest of other Maoist
suppliers active in the
area, he said.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Taking forward his out-
reach to the Muslim com-
munity, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Thursday vis-
ited a mosque and a
madrassa here and held
discussions with the chief
of the All India Imam
Organisation who termed
him rashtra pita'.

The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
sarsangchalak' went to a
mosque in central Delhi's
Kasturba Gandhi Marg
and followed it up with a
visit to the Madarsa
Tajweedul Quran in
Azadpur in north Delhi.

This is the first time he

has visited a madrassa, an
RSS official accompanying
him said.

All India Imam
Organisation chief Umer

Ahmed Ilyasi used the
rashtra pita' descriptive
for Bhagwat while talking
to children at the madras-
sa. However, Bhagwat in-
tervened to say there is
only one father of the na-
tion and said everyone is
Bharat ki santan' (child of
the nation), according to
the RSS official.

He said the RSS chief
also spoke to the children
about the need to know
more about the nation and
stressed that while the
modes of worship could be
different, all religions
must be respected.

Ilyasi and Bhagwat held
talks for about an hour at
the mosque, which also

houses the office of the All
India Imam Organisation
and the cleric's residence.

"He is a rashtra pita'. We
discussed several issues
for for strengthening the
country," Ilyasi told PTI,
adding that Bhagwat had
visited the mosque as well
as madrassa on his invita-
tion. "With this visit of
Bhagwat, a message
should go that we all want
to work towards strength-
ening India. For all of us,
the nation comes first. Our
DNA is the same, it is just
that our religion and
methods of worshipping
god are different," Ilyasi
said, echoing the RSS
chief's words.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday awarded six
months jail term to former
promoters of Fortis
Healthcare Ltd, Malvinder
Singh, and Shivinder
Singh, in a case related to
the sale of shares of Fortis
to Malaysia-based IHH
Healthcare.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit
also awarded six months
jail term to the former pro-
moters of Fortis Healthcare
who were earlier held
guilty of contempt.

The top court also or-
dered a forensic audit of
the share sale in Fortis
Healthcare Ltd.

"Everything goes back to
the executing court," the
CJI said.

The former promoters of
Fortis Healthcare Ltd were
facing the court battle after
a Japanese firm, Daiichi
Sankyo, had challenged the
Fortis-IHH share deal to re-
cover the Rs 3,600 crore ar-
bitration award that it had
won before a Singapore tri-
bunal against the Singh
brothers.

The IHH-Fortis deal is
stuck due to the legal fight
between Daiichi and the
former promoters of Fortis
Healthcare. In 2018, when

some Indian lenders sold
the pledged shares of Fortis
Healthcare to the Malaysia-
based firm, Daichi went to
court alleging that the for-
mer promoters of Fortis
had assured them that their
shares in the Indian hospi-
tal chain will cover the arbi-
tral award amount.

Fortis Healthcare, in a
statement, said, "We under-
stand that the proceedings
before the Hon'ble Supreme
Court have concluded with
certain directions and the
suo-motu contempt has
been disposed of. We will go
by the directions of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court and
will be seeking legal advice
regarding our future course
of action."

Kochi, Sep 22 (PTI):

As the Congress
prepares for a likely
contest to the party's
top post after decades,

Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
batted for the "one-man,
one-post" concept in lines
with the Chintan Shivir re-
forms and indicated he may
not run for the party presi-
dent's post.

Gandhi's statement
comes amid speculations
that Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
Thiruvananthapuram MP
Shashi Tharoor might
throw their hats into the
ring and on a day the party
issued notification for the
AICC presidential polls.

Gandhi, also the MP from

Wayanad in Kerala, de-
clined to answer queries on
whether he would contest

in the presidential polls by
saying "I have made my po-
sition clear (on that) in the
last press conference. I have
repeated it several times."

Earlier this month,
Gandhi had said he has
made his decision on
whether he will take up
party presidency but did
not divulge his plans, as-
serting he will give his rea-
sons if he does not contest
the elections for the post.

Gandhi's remarks were
seen by many in the party
as an indication that he
may stick to his earlier
stance of not taking up the
party chief's post.

On Thursday, Gandhi
said that questions on
whether he would contest
in the party's presidential

poll was "aimed at distract-
ing me from the yatra". He
has embarked on the 3,500
km Kanyakumari-Kashmir
'Bharat Jodo Yatra'. On the
issue of one man one post
concept, Gandhi said, "what
we have decided, jo humne
Udaipur mein decide kiya,
woh Congress party ka ek
commitment hai. Toh i ex-
pect that commitment to be
maintained (What we decid-
ed in Udaipur that was
Congress party's commit-
ment. I expect that commit-
ment will be maintained)."

Following the three-day
Udaipur brainstorming ses-
sion in May, the5 'Chintan
Shivir,' the party proposed a
number of reforms, includ-
ing limiting one post to one
person.

Varanasi (UP), Sep 22 (PTI):

The Varanasi district
court on Thursday admit-
ted a plea for carbon-dat-
ing of a "Shivling" claimed
to have been found inside
the Gyanvapi mosque
complex here and asked
the mosque management
to file its objections by the
next date of hearing.

Judge A K Vishesh fixed
September 29 as the next
date of hearing in the mat-
ter involving the Gyanvapi
mosque-Shringar Gauri

dispute. The court re-
sumed hearing in the mat-
ter on Thursday, after re-
jecting a plea questioning

the maintainability of the
petition on September 12.

The petition seeks the
court's permission for
worshipping the idols of
the Hindu deities located
on an outer wall of the
mosque on a daily basis.

Appearing on behalf of
the plaintiff women, advo-
cate Vishnu Shankar Jain
placed the demand for car-
bon-dating of the
"Shivling" before the
court. The judge allowed
the plea and fixed
September 29 as the next
date of hearing in the mat-
ter, district government
advocate Rana Sanjeev
Singh said.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Congress' central
election authority on
Thursday issued a notifica-
tion for the AICC president
polls, setting the ball rolling
for electing the successor to
the longest-serving party
chief Sonia Gandhi.

In the notification issued,
Chairman of the Central
Election Authority
Madhusudan Mistry, under
the power vested in him by
provision of Article XVIII
of the Constitution of the
Indian National Congress,
announced the election of
the president of the party
to be held as per the given
schedule. According to the
notification, the process for
filing nominations for the

election will be held from
September 24 to 30.

The date of scrutiny of
the nomination papers
would be on October 1,
while the last date of with-
drawal of nominations
would be October 8.

The election, if there is
more than one candidate,
will take place on October
17. The counting of votes
and the declaration of re-
sults would be on October
19. "Now therefore, I hereby
call upon the delegates of
the Congress Party to elect
the President of Indian
National Congress in accor-
dance with the provision
made under Article XVIII,"
Mistry said in the notifica-
tion.

The nomination form
will be available at the
AICC Office, 24 Akbar
Road, New Delhi, according
to the notification.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

In a bid to enhance trans-
parency and accessibility in
its functioning, the Supreme
Court has decided to live-
stream its proceedings of all
constitution bench hearings
from September 27, exactly
four years after a path-
breaking verdict in this
regard was delivered in 2018.
A unanimous decision was
taken by the 30 judges of the
apex court in the full court
meeting headed by Chief
Justice of India U U Lalit held
on Tuesday evening to imple-
ment an apex court verdict of
2018 in the Swapnil Tripathi
case. On August 26, for the
first time since its inception,
the Supreme Court had live
streamed its proceedings of

a bench headed by then
Chief Justice NV Ramana
through a webcast portal.
It was ceremonial proceed-
ings as Justice Ramana was
to demit office on August 26.
Exactly four years back on
September 26, 2018, the
Supreme Court had taken a
major leap in imparting
transparency in the function-
ing of the judiciary by allow-
ing live-streaming of court
proceedings of cases of "con-
stitutional and national
importance", saying this
openness was like "sunlight"
which is the "best disinfec-
tant".
It had said as a pilot project,
only a specified category of
cases that are of constitu-
tional or national importance
and are being argued before
a constitution bench should
be live streamed.

LARGEST-EVER CRACKDOWN

Nation-wide raids against PFI
̈ Raids in 15 states 

Accused being produced to Patiala Court after a nationwide raid
spearheaded by the National Investigation Agency (NIA), in New
Delhi, Thursday.

Two Maoist couriers
held with explosives

The police intercepted
the duo, identified as
Hemla Santosh (23) and
Baburao Karam (31), on
Wednesday in Awapalli
police station area when
they were going on a mo-
torcycle to allegedly deliv-
er the explosives to
Maoists. A bag containing
five gelatin rods, detona-
tors and cordex wire were
recovered from their pos-
session. During interro-
gation, the two persons,
natives of Pegdapalli vil-
lage in Tarrem area of
the district, told the police
that they had received ex-
plosives from unidenti-
fied persons and were
tasked to deliver them to
Maoists operating in
Tarrem area.

About the arrest

Bhagwat visits mosque, cleric calls him ‘rashtra pita’SC awards six months jail term
̈ To former promoters

of Fortis Healthcare

WELCOMING GUESTS

Artists perform to welcome guests at an art installation and exhibition organised to
promote the upcoming Durga Puja festival, at Town Hall in Kolkata, Thursday.

Cong issues notification
for AICC president polls
̈ Contest likely after

over 2 decades

ENHANCING TRANSPARENCY

SC to live-stream constitution
bench proceedings

̈ From Sep 27
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E ‘One-man, one-post commitment
expected to be maintained’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
addresses a press conference

during the party's 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra', in Ernakulam district,

Thursday.

Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri Case

Court admits plea for 
carbon-dating of ‘Shivling’
̈ Fixes Sep 29 as next

date of hearing

Advocate Vishnu Jain, 
appearing for the Hindu side,
interacts with the media after

a hearing of the Gyanvapi
Masjid-Shringar Gauri Temple

case at Varanasi District
Court, Thursday.

As the raids, which began in the early hours of
Thursday continued, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah held a meeting of top officials, including
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, during which
they are believed to have discussed the searches at
premises linked to the PFI and action against terror
suspects. Besides Doval, the meeting was attended by
Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla, Director General
of National Investigation Agency (NIA) Dinkar Gupta
and other top officials.

HM Shah holds meeting with Doval

The nationwide raids
sparked an angry response
from the PFI which called
for a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
Kerala on Friday and termed
the arrest of its leaders as a
part of "state-sponsored
terrorism". "A hartal will be
observed in the state on
September 23 against the
RSS-controlled fascist gov-
ernment's attempt to
silence dissenting voices
using the central agencies,"
A Abdul Sathar, PFI's state
general secretary, said.

PFI calls for strike
Maharashtra and Karnataka
accounted for 20 arrests
each, Tamil Nadu (10),
Assam (9), Uttar Pradesh
(8), Andhra Pradesh (5),
Madhya Pradesh (4),
Puducherry and Delhi (3
each) and Rajasthan (2).
Details of all the arrested
functionaries were not
immediately available.

106 activists arrested

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
team on Thursday took up
the drive to catch the stray
cattle left mostly left on the
roads by the owners. The
team under the "Roka
Chheka" campaign warned
the owners of the cattle not
to leave the animals unat-
tended and advised them to
feed and arrange water for
their cattle.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar in keeping
with the campaign asked
the cattle owners to protect
their cattle and make neces-
sary arrangements for fod-
der and water so that there
is no problem to the com-
muters due to unnecessary
roaming of cattle.

Additional commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi informed
that if stray animals are
found roaming on the
roads, action is being taken
to pull them in the modified
vehicle with ramp. The
caught cattle are being
kept in the urban Gothan
and are being returned
only after taking a fine
from the cattle owners. The
warning was given that
strict action will be taken if
the cattle are found roam-

ing on the streets. Efforts
are being made by the
Government of
Chhattisgarh to protect the
cow. The stray animals
roaming on the roads be-
come a hindrance to the
traffic and cause accidents
due to which there is loss of
both livestock and life in
the accident. The corpora-
tion's appeal is that to avoid
this, the cattle owners
should not allow their pet
cattle to roam the streets.

Balakrishna Naidu said
that the team has earlier
targeted the square inter-
sections, while the work of
catching stray animals on
Thursday was done in the
inner settlements as well.

The team caught the ani-
mals in Avanti Bai Chowk
Kohka, Tata Line, Bajrang
Para, Arya Nagar and
Contractor Colony and
sent them to Gothan.
Apart from this, the team
is inspecting Akash Ganga
Sabzi Mandi,
Priyadarshini Complex,
National Highway from
Nehru Nagar Chowk to
Dabrapara Chowk,
Nandini Road, Chhawni
Chowk, Kurud, Avanti Bai
Chowk, Gada Chowk,
Supela Chowk every day
and taking action to catch
stray animals.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: On
Wednesday, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava con-
ducted a meeting with the
retired police officers re-
siding in the district at
the Police Control Room.
Superintendent of Police
welcomed all the retired
police officers and
thanked them for sparing
their valuable time to par-
ticipate in the meeting.

Various issues were
discussed in the meeting
with retired police offi-
cers. He assured all re-
tired police officers that
the police department is
always with them and
they are still a part of the
organization. He also as-
sured them that they can
approach any police offi-

cer or police unit at the
time of need.

The retired officers
raised various issues dur-
ing the meeting. SP di-
rected his subordinates
for speedy disposal of all
the genuine issues/prob-
lems. Apart from this, SP
Dr Pallava said that the

retired police officers are
always welcome for their
valuable suggestions.
There is a lot of respect
for them in the organiza-
tion as they have ren-
dered a long service and
worked hard to earn glory
for the organization. He
said that various meas-

ures are taken by the po-
lice department for the
welfare of retired police
officers and their chil-
dren.

The meeting concluded
with a vote of thanks and
with an assurance that in
future also such meetings
would be held on a regu-
lar basis so that the griev-
ances of the retired cops
could be redressed.

City Superintendent of
Police Abhishek Jha,
Reserve Inspector
Ramesh Kumar Chandra,
SHO Bhilai Nagar Rajesh
Sahu, retired police offi-
cers Ajit Yadav, Rakesh
Joshi, Shyam Sundar
Sharma, Mahesh Sinha,
Shaukat Ali, PC
Srivastava and other re-
tired police officers were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: The Covid-
19 Vaccination Drive for
students of St Thomas
College and nearby resi-
dents was organized by
Commzenith Association
of Department of
Commerce at St Thomas
College on Thursday.

In this drive, the 1st, 2nd
and Booster Doze of the
Vaccination was given.
Principal Dr MG Roymon
briefed that the total num-
ber of 202 Vaccine Doses
were given which includ-
ed 70 Covaxin and 132
Coviahield Vaccine. This
programme was organ-
ised by the Team of
CMHO Durg.

Dr Sapna Sharma, HOD
Commerce, Anil Namdeo

and DP Khare, the Sector
Supervisors from Health
Department were present
during this occasion. The

programme was coordi-
nated by Dr Pratik Kumar
Sharma, Dr Rincey B
Abraham.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: On
Thursday, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena chaired a meeting
with the officials of
Bhilai Steel Plant. The
topic of discussion was
the basic infrastructure
like electricity, water and
roads in the areas that
come under BSP.

Keeping in mind the
needs of the people living
in the Bhilai Steel Plant
area, he gave strict in-
structions to the con-
cerned officers to ensure
the basic facilities. In the
meeting, he discussed
about water pipeline in
Sectors and Khursipar
area.

Collector said that he
has been receiving fre-
quent complaints regard-
ing water. The people
complain about getting
muddy water from taps.
The Collector directed the
officials to resolve the
problem soon.

The Collector also
asked the BSP officials to
expand the medical facili-
ties for the people. He dis-
cussed the redevelopment
and upgradation of
Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital, Sector 9.

He also spoke about the
transfer of 10 acres of
land for PM Awas Yojana
along with renting out the
currently vacant and ille-
gally occupied houses of
Bhilai Steel Plant area to

the municipal employees.
He directed the officers

for ensuring proper city
sanitation for prevention
of dengue / malaria,
maintenance of sewerage
lines in the sectors, work
of tarfelt water water-
proofing in quarters of
township, repair of the

collapsed / jammed sew-
erage system and renova-
tion of houses.

Along with this, discus-
sions related to land for
Gauthan, Civic Center de-
velopment work, mainte-
nance of water filter
plant, pipeline mainte-
nance of houses, building

for English medium
school and development
of Municipal
Corporation Risali were
discussed in the meeting.

BSP officials informed
the Collector that annual
expenditure on 2 nos
JCBs, 2 nos dumpers and
50 additional workers for
cleanliness in the sector
is Rs 1 crore 49 lakh and
annual expenditure for
cleanliness commandos is
Rs 82 lakh 50 thousand.
For back line cleaning
work, BSP has spent Rs
76.07 lakh. In this manner,
a total annual expendi-
ture of Rs 3 crore 75 lakh
has been made and posi-
tive steps are being taken
to improve the city sanita-
tion systems.

Meeting held to improve 
sanitation, ideas invited 

to beautify city  
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal has
given instructions to
maintain the cleanliness
system in the wards of all
the zones. In this sequel, a
meeting of the Advisory
Committee of Public
Health and Sanitation
Department was held on
Thursday in the MiC room
of the Corporation office
under the chair of health
in-charge Lakshmipati
Raju.

Councilor P Shyam
Sundar Rao, Umesh
Kumar Sahu, Ishwari
Netam, Sarita Devi, K
Jagdish Kumar, Abhishek
Mishra, M Lakshmi
Gopal, D Sujata and
Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra and
Clerk Rajesh Palve were
present.

To make the city clean
and beautiful, the MIC in-
charge sought suggestions

from the members. Also,
ideas were invited on fresh
ideas on how to improve
the working related to
cleanliness. He said that
special work is being done
to eradicate water-borne
diseases like dengue,
malaria, which are carried
by mosquitoes.

Where earlier garbage
dumps were visible, today
the place has started look-
ing clean and clear, he
added. Public participa-

tion has a very important
role in this, people are con-
stantly becoming aware of
cleanliness.

Lakshmipati Raju had a
long discussion with the
members of the advisory
committee and took sug-
gestions from them to fur-
ther improve the cleanli-
ness of the city. The mem-
bers also put forward their
suggestions one by one to
improve the cleanliness in
the city.

SHG women prove their mettle 
by earning Rs 13.54 lakh 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: The
women of SHGs are con-
ducting appreciable works
at Model Gauthan of
Chandkhuri Gram
Panchayat of the district.
Many livelihood oriented
activities are being con-
ducted on a large scale by
05 women self help groups
working in Gauthan.

Under this, the women
have also started the work
of rearing cows in
Gauthan in view of the in-
creasing demand for dairy
products. Dairy farming
has been started with five
cows. They are producing
14 liters of milk per day
and it is being sold at the
rate of Rs 35 to 40 per litre.

So far, 143 liters of milk
have been sold by the
women and they have
earned a net profit of Rs
5300 within 15 days.

Santoshi Devangan, a
member of the Sindhuja
Self Help Group, which
runs the dairy, said that at
present a cow has given
birth to a calf in Gauthan
after which they have sold
Bovine colostrums also.

She informed that as per
the instructions of
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, other milk
related products like pa-
neer, ghee, curd, butter-
milk etc would be produced

soon by the women of the
group.

Throwing more light on
the activities of the dairy,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashvini Devangan said
that gradually the number
of cows in Gauthan will
also be increased and high
breed cows like Sahiwal,
Gir, Jersey will also be
brought in the Gauthan for
ensuring milk production
in large quantity.

The Gauthan operated in

the Gram Panchayat
Chandkhuri of the district
is one of the foremost
Gauthans in the state
where different types of
livelihood oriented activi-
ties are taking place. Along
with this vermicompost
manure production, poul-
try farming, fish farming,
colourful fish rearing for
aquarium, Australian
earthworm production,
production of vegetables
and fodder in the bari and

dairy is currently being op-
erated. Soon, goat rearing
will also be started here.

The women of
Chandkhuri Gauthan are
proving their mettle by
conducting various activi-
ties in the Gauthan. So far,
the groups have earned a
profit of Rs 13.54 lakh.
These figures give an intro-
duction to the entrepre-
neurial journey of the
women of Self Help
Groups.

Till now, the women of
the group have produced
vermi compost worth Rs
5.42 lakh, earthworm
worth Rs 03.80 lakh, earth
worms worth Rs 22000, or-
ganic insecticide worth Rs
25000, colorful fishes worth
Rs 24000 for aquarium,
fishes worth Rs 12000,
Chickens worth Rs 1.54
lakh, vegetables worth Rs
65000 and Napier grass of
Rs 1.30 lakh.
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Now taking up dairy farming at Chandkhuri Gauthan 

Collector instructs BSP officers 
to monitor quality of water 

St Thomas College organises
Covid 19 vaccination drive 

Samarpan Programme: SP meets retired cops 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: MP Vijay
Baghel met the family
members of the 5-year-old
girl who was raped by two
juveniles in Sikolabhata
area. Another accused had
made a video of this inci-
dent and spread it on so-
cial media. After interact-
ing with the victim's fami-
ly, MP Baghel spoke to the
Police Superintendent and
instructed him to take
strict action against the
accused.

The locals had gathered
in large numbers during
the MP's visit. They were
demanding to hang the
perverted mentality ac-
cused who committed the

barbaric act with an inno-
cent girl. MP Vijay Baghel
reacted sharply to the
matter and said that some
anti-social elements have
become active. Crime
against juvenile girls and
women will not be tolerat-
ed.

MP Vijay Baghel accom-
panied by his supporters
reached Sikolabhata to
meet the victim girl and
her family members. He
took complete informa-
tion about the incident
from the victims. MP
Baghel immediately

called the Superintendent
of Police (Durg) and in-
quired about the incident
and asked him to take
strict action. He also di-
rected to make arrange-
ments for proper security
of all the members of the
victim's family.

Baghel assured the peo-
ple there that the culprits
who commit such crime
will not be spared and
strict action should be
taken. Lalit Chandrakar,
Devnarayan Chandrakar,
Alka Baghmar, Abhishek
Gupta, Umesh Yadav, Ajay
Tiwari, Manmohan
Sharma, Sunil Agarwal,
Prem Sahu, Manoj
Sharma and others were
present.

MP Baghel meets rape victim’s family;
instructs SP to take strict action

Stray cattle menace: Owners warned
against leaving animals in streets

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: In a bid to
keep updated with the ini-
tiatives and progress in ef-
forts towards keeping the
city clean, Bhilai
Municipal Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar is vis-
iting some area of the
other within the munici-
pal limits for surprise in-
spection.

Seeing the Municipal
commissioner active in
inspection, the zone com-
missioners of all the
zones have also come on
alert mode and they too
have started moving on
the field in the morning.

Here it needs a mention
that Mayor Neeraj Pal
has given instructions to
maintain cleanliness in
the city. Corporation

Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar is inspecting
the ward and locality
every morning to take
stock of the cleanliness
system. On Thursday he
did a thorough inspection
of ward number 8 Farid
Nagar area.

During his inspection,
the Municipal
Commissioner gave in-
structions to remove ille-

gal encroachments visi-
ble on both sides of the
main road. He also in-
spected the cleanliness
status in the area from
Rahul Medical to
Devgarh Hotel Line area.

The commissioner
gave instructions to plant
saplings along the main
roads and also asked to
plant saplings in the
slaughter house water

tank. During the inspec-
tion, Zone Commissioner
Manish Gaikwad,
Deputy Engineer Shweta
Verma, Zone Health
Officer Ankit Saxena,
Sanitation Inspector
Kamlesh Dwivedi,
Sanitation workers
Mahendra Kumar
Gandharva and Rajesh
Kumar Ishwari were
present.

BMC Commissioner inspects Faridnagar 
area, instructs to remove encroachment 
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EFFIGY STRUCTURE

A female worker along with male companion is preparing bamboo structure for
Ravana’s effigy to be burnt during Dussehra.

Raipur, Sep 22: 

Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain  reviewed
the preparations for pro-
curement of paddy on sup-
port price from November
1 by taking a high-level
meeting of officers
through video conferenc-
ing from Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here.
In the Kharif marketing
year 2022-23, the procure-
ment of paddy will start
from November 1. In the
meeting, the preparation
of all necessary arrange-
ments for paddy procure-
ment including farmer
registration, paddy
acreage, girdavari, custom
milling, paddy transport

financial arrangements
were reviewed. A target
has been set to procure
one lakh ten thousand
metric tonnes of paddy in
the Kharif marketing year
2022-23. Registration of
new farmers for paddy
purchase will be done till
October 31.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected the officials to en-
sure proper arrangements
for procurement of paddy
in all the procurement
centers of the state by
November 1. He said that
keeping in mind the pur-
chase of paddy from
November 1, adequate
arrangements should be

made for gunny bags in all
the committees. While
supplying gunny bags to
the committees, he direct-
ed the officers to take spe-
cial care that the supply of
gunny bags should be
done in sufficient quantity
in the committees where
there is more arrival of
paddy.

In lieu of the paddy
being procured from the
farmers, instructions were
also given to the officers to
pay the amount in the ac-
count of the farmers from
November 1. Farmers who
have changed the crop ro-
tation have been specially
asked to be identified.

Chief Secretary  Jain
has asked the transporters
to complete the contract
process by October 15 for
the transportation of
paddy. Instructions were
also given to constitute
special teams for identifi-
cation and monitoring of
sensitive paddy procure-
ment centers in the border
districts. While reviewing
the preparations for the
purchase of paddy in the
new districts, the officials
of Markfed and the bank
have been asked to start
the work immediately.
Agriculture Department
Secretary, Dr. Kamalpreet
Singh, Finance Secretary
Mrs. Alramel Mangai D.
Food Secretary,
Topeshwar Verma,
Revenue Secretary,
N.N.Ekka, Special
Secretary Cooperative,
Himshikhar Gupta,
NAAN MD, Niranjan Das,
Director Agriculture,
Ayaz Tamboli and other
senior officials were pres-
ent.

CS holds meeting 
regarding paddy purchase 
 Instructions to ensure

proper arrangement 
of paddy procurement
in all centers

 Paddy will be 
purchased on support
price in the state from
November 1

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222::  

The HNLU Career
Development Conclave
(CDC) 2022 is set to organise
its Sixteenth  session on the
theme “The Future of Higher
Education in Law: Trends and
Directions” on Sept 25. This
will also mark the valedicto-
ry ceremony of CDC which
has previously conducted
various sessions on the top-
ics such as career opportuni-
ties in law firms, companies,
PSUs. etc. 

The session will com-
mence with the welcome
address by Prof. (Dr.) Uday
Shankar, Registrar &
Professor, HNLU, Raipur fol-
lowed by the presentation of
the report on CDC-2022 by
Dr. Ankit Awasthi,
Coordinator, CDC-2022.

In the valedictory ceremo-
ny, the opening remarks will
be given by Prof. (Dr.) V. C.
Vivekanandan Vice-
Chancellor, HNLU Raipur.
The introductory speech will
be delivered by Prof.

Srividhya Ragavan,
Professor of Law and
Director of India Programs,
Texas A&M University School
of Law.

The introductory speech
shall be followed by a panel
discussion and hosting of the
esteemed panel consisting of
Ritu Nichani Mittal, Partner,
RR Legal Chambers, Master
of Laws in IP, National
University of Singapore,
Swarnim Shrivastava, Senior
Associate, Saikrishna &
Associates, LL.M. in Global
Antitrust, Law and
Economics, George Mason
University - Antonin Scalia
Law School, Ms. Shruti Sethi,
LL. M. in Corporate
Governance and Practice
Candidate atStanford Law
School, Ms. Kirthana Singh

Khurana, LL.M. Candidate at
Yale Law School, Master of
Corporate Law (MCL),
University of Cambridge, Ms.
Prerana De, Associate,
Trilegal, LL.M. in Antitrust
Law, New York University
School of Law and Ms. Ketki
Kulkarni, Intern, Deloitte
Legal, LL.M. in Finance
Candidate at the Institute
for Law and Finance, Goethe
University, Frankfurt. Ms.
Ritu, Mr. Swarnim, Ms.
Shruti, Ms. Prerana and Ms.
Ketki are  alumni of HNLU
from the batches 2014, 2015,
2016, 2017 and 2021 respec-
tively.

The panel discussion will
be followed by valedictory
speech by Prof. (Dr.) Susan
L. Karamanian, Dean,
College of Law, Hamad Bin
Khalifa University, Doha. The
concluding remarks will be
given by Prof. (Dr.) Yogendra
Kumar Srivastava, Professor
& Dean-ORCE, HNLU, Raipur
and vote of thanks will be
delivered by Abhinav Shukla,
Co-Coordinator, CDC- 2022.

HNLU CDC 2022 16th session on Sept 25
 On the subject 

‘The Future of
Higher Education
in Law: Trends and
Directions’

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222::  

Secretary of Health
Department Prasanna R has
issued circular to all the
District Collectors with the
instructions to administer sec-
ond dose of COVID vaccine as
well as the precaution dose to
those who have not been vacci-
nated yet. 

Lauding the efforts of
State’s Health Department for
prevention and cure of COVID-
19 during the pandemic,
Prasanna stated in the circular
that vaccination is an effective
way to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 infection. And to
develop strong immunity
against COVID infection, it is
very important to take the first
and the second as well as the
precaution dose of the COVID
vaccine. 

Prasanna, in the circular
issued to the Collectors,
informed that  since July 15,

2022, free doses of the COVID
vaccine are being administered
to all the beneficiaries of the
age group 18 years and above
at the government COVID-19
vaccination centers. Under
‘Aazadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’,
this vaccination drive will be
conducted till 30 September
2022. He has directed the col-
lectors to take necessary
action and ensure vaccination
of maximum number of people,
and also regularly review the
process to make the vaccina-
tion drive a success. 

It is noteworthy that so far
(till 20 September) four crore
93 lakh 646 vaccines have been
administered in the state. Out
of these, two crore 24 lakh 25
thousand 673 vaccines have
been administered as the first
dose, two crore one lakh 86
thousand 988 vaccines as the
second dose and 66 lakh 87
thousand 985 precaution doses
have also been administered.

Prasanna gives 
instructions to pace up the
work of COVID vaccination

Raipur, Sep 22: 

State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Amar Parwani said that
for resolving transport re-
lated problems,
Transport Chamber
Raipur has been formed
in which Transport in-

charge, patron, chief ad-
visor, president, general
secretary, treasurer, vice
president, organization
secretary and secretary
were nominated on min-
isterial posts. The nomi-
nated office beares in-
cludes - Transport
Chamber Incharge -
Surinder Singh, Patron -

Baljinder Singh, Jagdish
Prasad Gupta, Chief
Advisors - Gurdeep Singh
Garcha, Ranjit Singh
Walia (Vicky), Shravan
Bishnoi, Nathuram
Bharadwaj and Vineet,
President - Amrik Singh,
General Secretary -
Naveen Sharma,
Treasurer - Rakesh
Agarwal, Vice President -
Kamal Kishore Agarwal,
Organization Secretary -
Maniram Verma,
Secretary  - Rajesh
Sharma, Sameer Goyal
and Kewal Singh.
Congratulating the nomi-
nated office bearers, State
President Amar Parwani
hoped that all the newly
elected office bearers
would take Chhattisgarh
Chamber to a new heights
while working in the in-
terest of trade and indus-
try of the state.

Transport Chamber formed
by Chhattisgarh Chamber

Raipur, Sep 22: 

A team of doctors head-
ed by Dr Smit Srivastava,
Head of the Department of
Cardiology at the
Advanced Cardiac
Institute (ACI) of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital,
Raipur saved life of a pa-
tient by successfully re-
moving chemo port that
was stuck inside heart
through an emergency
procedure.

According to Dr Smit
Srivastava, chemo port, in-
stalled to give chemothera-
py in the body of a 27-year-
old girl from Jashpur for
treatment of stomach can-
cer would have proved
fatal for her had she not
reached the cardiology de-
partment of the ACI with

her family on time for its
removal. The team of doc-
tors in ACI performed
emergency procedure
through cath lab to remove
chemo port. The patient is
currently admitted in the
cardiology department of
ACI.

Giving further informa-
tion in the context of this
case, Dr Smit Srivastava
said that the patient was
kept on the chemo port to
give medicine for stomach
cancer. The chemo port is
like a pipe through which
cancer medicine is given.
The port is surgically in-
serted under the skin in
the upper chest or arm.
After two cycles of
chemotherapy, it had gone
inside the heart.

Chemo port stuck inside 
heart removed successfully 

 Dr Smit Srivastava 

of ACI and team 

successfully 

perform emergency

procedure

Raipur, Sep 22:

International Master
Tahbaz from Iran main-
tained the lead in the
Chhattisgarh CM Trophy
Masters Chess tourna-
ment being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Chess Association (CPCA)
defeating Grand Master

Savchenko Boris from
Russia with three points
from three matches.

Grand Master Pentsulya
from Georgia defeated
Grand Master Depan
Chakravorty from India to
emerge leader the points
tally and Kirosenkow
Michal is also close to the
leaders with three points
so far.

Pentsulya, Tahbaz lead
points table in CM Trophy

Chess tournament

Raipur, Sept 22:

Akarshi Kashyap from
Chhattisgarh on Thursday
entered into the quarter
final of Women in the
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Trophy Indian
International Badminton

challenge tournament by
defeating Deepsikha Singh
with the score of 21-14, 21-
15 whereas Malvika
Bansod too entered into
quarters defeating Unnati
Hooda with the score of 22-
20, 21-16 in a close en-
counter here.

In the mixed double
event, the pair of Ishan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha
Cristo entered into quar-
ter final defeating
Hariharan and SS Laxmi
to advance ahead in the
tournament.

In the Men’s double
event, the pair of Kapil
Chaudhary and Ishan
Dugga, Siddharth Elengo
and Hema Nagendra
Babu, Ayush Makhija and
Ajinkya Pathak, Ishan

Bhatnagar and Sai
Prateek as well as Manjet
Singh and Dinku Singh ad-
vanced into next round
after winning their match-
es.

Akarshi, Malvika into quarters 
of CM Trophy Badminton tournament

District TT 
tournament from

Sept 28
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222::  Rajdhani Table
Tennis Association (RTTA) is
organizing Raipur District Table
Tennis Tournament 2022 from
September 28 to October 1 at
Sapre School TT Hall. Providing
the above information in a state-
ment issued here, the RTTA
Secretary Vinay Baiswade said
that last date for registration is
September 24 and added that
the tournament would be played
in various categories including
Senior Men and Women, Junior
Boys and Girls, Sub Junior and
Cadet events. The registered
players with RTTA can contact
Arun Bavaria and Pravin
Nirapure for participating in the
tournament. Team for the 20th
Chhattisgarh State and Inter
District TT Tournament sched-
uled from October 18 to 21
would be made o the basis of the
above tournament.

School sports 
competition in Raipur

from October 1 to 4
Raipur, Sep 22: The 22nd state
level school sports competition
will be organized in Raipur from
October 1 to October 4. According
to Education Department officials
several places have been ear-
marked for different games to be
organized under the competition.
Soft tennis will be held at
Mayaram Surjan Government
Girls Higher Secondary School
Chowbey Colony whereas basket-
ball, speedball, wrestling
(freestyle) and wrestling (Greco-
Roman) will be held at Netaji
Subhash Stadium Nalghar Chowk.
Squash event will be conducted at
Municipal Corporation Squash
Complex Budhapara (behind
Shyam Talkies). Power lifting and
weightlifting competition will be
conducted at Forest Club Pandri
while roller skating will be con-
ducted at Krishna Public School
Sarona and hockey will be held at
International Hockey Stadium
(Science College Campus).

Ch’garh records
1202.2 mm average

rainfall so far
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222:: An average
rainfall of 1202.2 mm has been
recorded in Chhattisgarh since
June 1. The highest rainfall of
2336.1 mm was recorded in the
Bijapur district while the
Surguja district recorded the
lowest average rainfall of 558.8
mm. This is based on the dis-
trict-wise rainfall statistics
from June 01 to September 22.
According to the information
received from the state-level
control room for flood disaster
management, Surajpur has
received 926.0 mm of rainfall
since June 1. Similarly,
Balrampur received 905.7 mm
rainfall, Jashpur 954.8 mm,
Koriya 843.4 mm, Raipur 863.9
mm, Balodabazar 1118.5 mm,
Gariyaband 1214.3 mm,
Mahasamund 1119.2 mm,
Dhamtari 1264.8 mm, Bilaspur
1383.6 mm, Mungeli 1255.3
mm, Raigarh 1132.5 mm,
Janjgir-Champa 1318.3 mm,
Korba 1155.5 mm, Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi 1042.9 mm,
Durg 927.7 mm, Kabirdham
1076.1 mm, Rajnandgaon
1187.5 mm, Balod 1256.1 mm,
Bemetara 688.2 mm, Bastar
1732.8 mm, Kondagaon 1233.0
mm, Kanker 1495.5 mm,
Narayanpur 1393.9 mm,
Dantewada 1766.8 mm and
Sukma recorded an average
rainfall of 1511.5 mm.
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Raipur, Sep 22: In the Road
Safety World Series cricket
tournament to be held at the
International Cricket
Stadium from September
27, this time special care
will be taken for the safety
of the spectators along with
the facilities. Under the
chairmanship of Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Bhure, a
meeting of officials was or-
ganised in relation to the
successful organization of
this cricket tournament in
the Red Cross meeting room
located in the Collectorate
premises here. The
Collector gave necessary in-
structions to the officials of
the concerned department
to ensure that the tourna-
ment could be organised
successfully and said that
all the officers should dis-
charge their given responsi-
bilities, duties efficiently
and honestly. This time the
spectators gathering in the
stadium premises will get
special facility of good mo-
bile connectivity by Jio and
Airtel companies.

The Collector instructed
the officers to ensure all the
preparations required for

the mobile network,
arrangement of temporary
towers etc. The Collector
also instructed the officials
to make security arrange-
ments with adequate lights
at the parking places being
built around the stadium.
He also instructed the offi-
cials to arrange sufficient
number of Safai Mitras and
other necessary machines
and equipment for the
cleanliness of the stadium
premises including the
parking area during the
match.

This time during the
match, the spectators will
be charged a parking fee of
Rs 10 for two wheelers and
Rs 30 for four wheelers. The

Collector instructed to do
the leveling work of park-
ing places in the next two
days. Collector Dr Bhure in-
formed that in order to in-
crease awareness about the
importance of road safety,
Road Safety World Series
Cricket Tournament will be
organised from  September
27th to  October 1st at
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh International Cricket
Stadium, Parsada, Atal
Nagar Naya Raipur, Nava
Raipur. In this event, two
matches will be played on
September 27, one each on
September 28 and 29 and the
final match will be played
on 1 October.

International and nation-

al players like Sachin
Tendulkar, Virender
Sehwag, Jonty Rhodes,
Brian Lara  will participate
in the tournament. In the
meeting, Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Prashant Kumar Agarwal,
Forest Divisional Officer,
Vishwesh Kumar along
with Nava Raipur
Development Authority,
District Panchayat,
Municipal Corporation,
Traffic Police, all SDMs,
Public Works Department,
Public Health Engineering
Department, Chhattisgarh
Electricity Board, Nagar
Sena and others concerned
Department officials were
present.

Collector holds meeting with
officials for successful event

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 22: If you
have not visited Maa
B a m l e s h w a r i ,
Dongargarh with your
family, then this year
you can avail ‘darshan’
on Shardiya Navratri,
and that too for free. The
arrangement of food
will also be free on the
way from Raipur to
Dongargarh. That is,
going from Raipur to
Dongargarh and visit-
ing Maa Bamleshwari
shrine and will be able
to come back in a single
day.

The registration for
free Dongargarh
Darshan Yatra has start-
ed from September 21.
Tickets will be available
free of charge upon reg-
istration. The journey
will continue for nine
days every day. The pil-
grims will be taken on a
first come first served
basis. Deepak Bhardwaj
of Kalimata Annadan
Bhandara Committee

said that four buses have
been arranged daily.

After leaving Raipur
for Dongargarh at 9 am
every day, the bus will
return at 8 pm after tak-
ing back the passengers
sent after darshan. Four
buses will leave together
and make two rounds.
One hour after coming
back in the night, all the
four buses will leave
again at 9 pm and will
return at 8 am the next

day. This sequence will
continue for nine days.
60 passengers will leave
in one bus, 240 passen-
gers will leave in the
morning and 240 passen-
gers will depart at night
and  be able to take dar-
shan benefits. Family
will be given priority in
free travel. Travel can
be availed only in a fam-
ily environment.
Devotees desirous of
going to Dongargarh

can register themselves
at the office of Shri
Kalimata Annadan
Bhandara Committee lo-
cated at Indira Chowk
Shyam Nagar from 11
am to 2 pm and 4 pm to 6
pm. Each person will be
given a ticket for his
family members only.
Due to Panchami being
on  September 30th, tick-
ets for this day are being
given only to govern-
ment servants.

Free passenger bus facility to visit
Maa Bamleshwari, Dongargarh 

On occasion 
of Navratri

Raipur, Sep 22: The meet-
ing of Eastern Regional
Police Coordination
Committee (ERPCC) was
held through video confer-
encing on Wednesday at
Chhattisgarh Police
Headquarters, Nava-
Raipur.

In the meeting, the
Director General of Police
(DGPs) of the member
states of Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Odisha and Chhattisgarh
and senior officers related
to anti-Naxal operations,
crime and intelligence
participated in the meet-

ing. In the meeting, dis-
cussions were held re-
garding inter-state coordi-
nation, conduct of joint
anti-Naxal operations on
inter-state borders, estab-
lishment of new camps in
security-less areas, ex-
change of intelligence, ef-
fective action against drug
smuggling and inter-state
gangs. On behalf of
Chhattisgarh, Director
General of Police, Ashok
Juneja, Additional
Director General of
Police, Naxal
O p e r a t i o n s / Vi a s h a
M r V i v e k a n a n d a ,
Inspector General of
Police, Intelligence,
Anand Chhabra, Deputy
Inspector General of
Police, Special
Intelligence Branch, RN
Dash, Deputy Inspector
General of Police Naxal
Operations, KL  Dhruv at-
tended the meeting.

Eastern Regional Police
Coordination Committee

meeting concludes

DGP Bihar,
Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Odisha
states including
Ch’garh attended
the virtual meeting

Raipur, Sep 22:
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAT) Senior
National Vice President
Amar Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Malu, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdeov, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh, Working
Secretary Bharat Jain,
Treasurer Ajay Agarwal
and media in-charge
Sanjay Choubey said that
today Bharat E-Mart has
been launched under the
aegis of Confederation of
All India Traders (CAT) in
which about 600 traders
from all the district units
of the state including
Raipur participated.

The program was inau-
gurated by CAIT National
General Secretary
Praveen Khandelwal by
lighting the lamp.
Khandelwal declared sen-
ior national vice president
of CAIT and state presi-
dent of the chamber, Amar
Parwani as the national
chairman of the National

Wholesale Corridor
Committee (NWCC). On
this occasion, National
Secretary and Convener
Youth Wing of CAIT,
Sumeet Agarwal  was also
present. Khandelwal  also
extended his best wishes
to the newly formed CAIT
Youth Unit.

The main theme in this
business conference, keep-
ing in view the needs of
the future, a campaign has
been started to modernize
the present form of busi-
ness and to connect the
merchants across the
country including
Chhattisgarh with online
e-commerce by connecting
it with digital technology.
Amar Parwani, Senior
National Vice President,
CAIT said that CAIT is

soon coming up with its e-
commerce portal Bharat E
Mart, which is the next
generation business.

The way the trend of on-
line shopping is increas-
ing, in view of this, mer-
chants also need to make
drastic changes in the
present form of their busi-
ness. Foreign e-commerce
companies adopting their
malpractices are badly af-
fecting the trade. CAIT is
continuously demanding
from the government to
bring e-commerce policy.

On the other hand, it is
also encouraging traders
to open their shops on the
e-commerce portal. Soon
the registration of mer-
chants will be done in the
e-commerce portal of
CAIT. Giving information

about the Wholesale
Corridor, Parwani said
that our state shares its
borders with 7 states, this
market will be a major
business center of India.
With the arrival of the
Wholesale Corridor, the
problem of traffic in the
city will also be relieved.

The trade of the state
will increase manifold
through the Wholesale
Corridor, revenue to the
government will increase
and employment opportu-
nities will also increase, it
will be established as the
biggest market not only in
India but in South Asia.
Parwani further said that
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has extended his
full cooperation for suc-
cess of this corridor.

Amar Parwani appointed chairman
of the NWCC: Khandelwal

Raipur, Sep 22: Under the
‘service fortnight’ on occa-
sion of birthday of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
variety of programmes are
being organised and in this
series ‘Swachcahta
Abhiyan’ was launched
under ‘Amrut Sarova
Yojana’ in different parts of

the city here on Wednesday.
Under Faffadih ward,

cleaning of pond was done
in Madhu Pillai School,
Pandari Tarai and during
which BJP district
President (Raipur)
Srichand Sundrani, state
secy. Kishore Mahanand;
zone-3 President Pramod
Sahu, district office secy.
and service fortnight dis-
trict co-convener Rajesh
Pandey, programme conven-
er Rajiv Chakraborty, prog.

co-convenor Anand Nishad,
Narendra Yadv and others
were present.

Similarly in the cleaning
of pond in Rajatabal by
BJP’s SC cell under
Shankar Nagar Mandal, the
District President BJP
Srichand Sundrani, state
secy. Kishore Mahanand,
Lokesh Kavadia, Zone-3
President Pramod Sahu,
District Secy. Harish
Thakur, Rajesh Pandey,
OBC District Cell District
president Sunil Choudhary,
prog. convener Rajiv
Chakraborty, prog. co-con-
vener Anan Nishad and oth-
ers were present.

Similarly in the Purani
Basti Mandal, ‘swachchata
abhiyan’ was launched in
‘Talab’ in Prof. Colony,
Sector-1 by ‘Machwara
Prakosth’ and minorities
morcha and during this BJP
District President Srichand
Sundrani, District Gen.
Secy. Ramesh Thakur, state
spokesman and divisional
in-charge Sanjay
S h r i v a s t a v a ,
Sachichidanand Upasane,
District V-P Manisha
Chandrakar, district secy.
and service fortnight co-
convener Gopi Sahu,
District office secy. Rajesh
Pandey and others were
present.

Raipur, Sep 22:
The probationary officers
(POs) of the 2021 batch of the
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) had a courtesy
meeting with the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel at
his residential office. On this
occasion, the Director
General of the Chhattisgarh
Administrative Academy
Nimora, Renu Pillai, Director
TC Mahavar, and the
Training Director Seema
Singh were also present.

The probationary officers

of the Administrative
Service, Jayant Nahata,
Laxman Tiwari, and Vasu
Jain, who met the Chief
Minister, are undergoing a 5-
week-long training in the
Chhattisgarh Administrative
Academy (CAA) Nimora in
Raipur. The Chief Minister
congratulated and gave his
best wishes to all the proba-
tionary officers. He said that
they play a significant role in
the development of the state.
The Chief Minister advised
them to use their administra-
tive skills and working capac-
ity for better operation of de-
velopment works and resolu-
tion of the problems of com-
mon people. Probationary
Officer Jayant Nahata is cur-
rently posted as the Assistant
Collector in Raipur, while
Laxman Tiwari and Vasu
Jain are respectively posted
in Durg and Bilaspur.

POs of IAS pay courtesy
meeting with CM

Are receiving training
in the Chhattisgarh
Administrative
Academy Nimora

CM congratulates and
gave his best wishes to
all the officers

‘Swachchata Abhiyan’
launched in different wards

 On occasion of
‘Service Fortnight’
on PM’s B’day

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222::  The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel today
inaugurated the newly-con-
structed indoor stadium in
Balod and gave his best wishes
to the players. After reaching
the indoor stadium, the Chief
Minister praised the spirit of
the gymnasts and participants
performing Yoga. The Chief
Minister said that this is the
ancient art of India. Malkhamb
makes a seeker stronger and
fitter, and also keeps them
physically and mentally
healthy. He motivated the par-
ticipants undergoing training
to practice regularly and also
gave them his blessings. He
suggested the trainers make
the participants aware of the
nuances of gymnastics and
Yoga and encourage them to
perform better. 

The Chief Minister met the
national players like Dipti
Sahu, Chanchal Sahu, Prerna
Sahu, Karun Nayak, Rajkumar
Muthai, Veerendra Kumar, and
Usha Chaudhari. He praised
the spirit and talent of the
three sisters: Deepti, Chanchal,
and Prerna Sahu. Deepti Sahu
has won many medals in the
National Games and made the
district proud. Training for
Kalari pattu, Ushu, Muthai,
Kickboxing, and Judo is also
provided in the indoor stadium.
Free training by the Ex-service-
men Association is given in the
indoor stadium. 

Rajkumar Sahu, the
President of the Ex-servicemen
Association, said that currently
70 youngsters are being
trained for admission in the
military and para-military

forces. The training is being
imparted by ex-servicemen Mr.
Kishor Nath Yogi, Mr. Hemant
Margiya, Mr. Kanhaiya Lal, and
Mr. Umesh Sahu. 70 years old
Mr. Vimal Kumar Das, who
showed his bravery in the bat-
tles of 1962 and 1965, is also
providing training to young-
sters here.

The word Malkhamb has
been formed by joining two
words: Malla and Khambha.
Their meanings are respective-
ly gymnast and pole, making
the words literal meaning:
gymnast pole, which is used by
gymnasts for traditional train-
ing. Malkhamb had emerged in
the 12th century in the
Maharashtra state of India.
Malkhamb is a game that pro-
vides exercise to the whole
body and keeps it fit. It is not
as simple as it appears. It
requires the strength of mus-
cles. One needs a lot of hard
work and perseverance to
learn it. In Malkhamb, there is
a straight pole that has to be
climbed while performing Yoga
with gymnastics. It is one of
the most ancient sports in
India. The pole in Malkhamb is
made with Sheesham and
Sahwan woods. Oil is applied
on top of the pole. After that,
the pole is buried in the ground
and used for performing the
sport.

Malkhamb keeps a seeker 
physically and mentally fit: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugurated
the magnificent ‘Kala Kendra’
(art center) in Balod Nagar
today. Situated at the heart of
Balod Nagar, this art center is
equipped with all the
resources and amenities to
polish the budding talent of
various art forms. At the inau-
gural programme, Chief
Minister interacted with the
students and youngsters
present there and motivated
them to pursue their passion
for art.

There was a long time
demand for a multi-purpose
institution like Kala Kendra,
and this demand has been ful-
filled today. Based on the
action plan prepared by
District administration, the
‘Kala Kendra’ has been estab-
lished at Tehsil Chowk of the
city at a cost of Rs. 45 lakh 93
thousand. Funds for this proj-
ect were sanctioned under
DMF. In his address to the
inaugural programme, Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
congratulated people of the
district and expressed hope
that this art center will give a
new direction to the develop-
ment of art and provide a bet-
ter platform to the young-

sters. The coordinator of Kala
Kendra informed that relevant
courses based on various dis-
ciplines of art will be conduct-
ed in this art center.
FFoolllloowwiinngg  ccoouurrsseess  wwiillll  bbee  
ccoonndduucctteedd::

With an aim to revive the
local folk culture and tradi-
tions, the trainees would be
provided training in folk
music. Besides, classes of
Mehndi, Drawing, Clay Art
and Painting will be conduct-
ed as vocational courses with
the aim of nurturing non-aca-
demic and business oriented
talents in the children.
Similarly, under the personal-
ity development curriculum,
spoken English will be taught
to the students. Also, classes
for guitar playing, zumba, all
types of yoga, cooking, drum
beating, keyboard playing will
also be conducted. Kala
Kendra will have a studio for
young people interested in
music, classes of Indian
dance forms such as Bharat
Natyam, along with Western
Salsa, Hip Hop and Bollywood
dance styles will be held.
Moreover, personality devel-
opment classes will also be
conducted. Officials con-
cerned have informed that
other courses will also be
included in future, based on
the contemporary demands.

BByy  TTaarraasshhaannkkaarr  SSiinnhhaa,,
AAsssstt..  PPRROO  RRaaiippuurr

Balod’s art center will be an 
amalgamation of various art forms

CM inaugurated the
magnificent ‘Kala
Kendra’ in Balod
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Koriya, Sep 22: 

On the take of increase
in online fraud, District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
directed to organize
awareness camps in the
district to avoid digital
frauds such as calls and
messages in the name of
lottery, OTP or ATM PIN.
Discussing in detail in the
meeting of the Time Limit
he instructed to make the

information accessible to
the people through
schools, ashram hostels,
panchayats and gram sab-
has so that people in rural
areas can become aware of
such forgery.

The Collector also di-
rected the Deputy
Director Agriculture to
make Kisan Credit Card of
the remaining farmers in
the district and asked to
prepare a roster and or-
ganize a camp and make
the farmers aware of its
benefits. While discussing
the decisions taken in the
cabinet meeting in the

agriculture sector, he said
that provision for loan eli-
gibility has been made to
the Department of
Fisheries, Horticulture
and Livestock and as ac-
cording to the decision
taken in the cabinet meet-
ing, the draft amendment
in the interest subsidy
rule on cooperative loans
of farmers was approved,
according to which small
and marginal farmers will

get short term loan up to
Rs 3 lakh without interest
for horticulture works,
fisheries and cow rearing.

The Collector while dis-
cussing the increasing
number of OPDs in
health centers said that if
more cases like seasonal
fever are found in any
area or village, health fa-
cilities can be provided
there through
Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar clinics or special
camps. He directed the of-
ficials of Health and
Revenue Department in
this regard.

Mahasamund, Sep 22:
Parliamentary Secretary
and State Chief
Commissioner of Bharat
Scout Guide Vinod
Sevanlal Chandrakar in-
augurated the Maha
Shivir Jwal program by
reaching the four-day dis-
trict level camp of Bharat
Scouts & Guides (BS&G)
in the historic city of
Sirpur. During this, he ex-
horted the children to be
disciplined and be ready
in human service with
good learning in the camp.
Bharat Scout Guide’s
Maha Shivir Jwal pro-
gram was organized in
Gram Panchayat Sirpur
on Sunday night, the chief
guest of which was Vinod
Sevanlal Chandrakar,
State Chief
Commissioner, Bharat
Scout Guide Daulal
Chandrakar, District
President of Bharat Scout

Guide presided. State Vice
President of Bharat Scout
Guide Shashi Chandrakar,
Nukesh Chandrakar,
Nidhi Lokesh Chandrakar,
Aitram Sahu, Jai Pawar,
Kaushalendra Vaishnav,
District member Ajay
Mangal Dhruv, Rajesh
Sharma, HR Baghel, Dilip
Chandrakar, Rajesh
Chandrakar, Manik Sahu
as special guests.

In his address, the Chief
Guest State
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Chandrakar, while de-
scribing the Scouts and
Guides as the pillars of
service, dedication, self-re-
liance, sacrifice, disci-
pline, said that by joining
this, students become cul-
tured and play a leading
role in working in the in-
terest of society. Scout
guide is the path of hu-
manity and patriotism
and understanding the

moral and social responsi-
bility in the society, he
called upon him to con-
tribute in the upliftment of
the society. The program
was mainly attended by
District Organization
Commissioner Kamal
Lunia, Bhumika Lunia,
District Secretary
Ramkumar Sahu, District
Training Commissioner
Santosh Sahu, Nilima
Sahu, Vivek Das,
Gajanand Bhoi, Girish
Padhi, Tulendra Sagar,
Lata Vaishnav, Manisha
N a n d e s h w a r ,
Vyasnarayan Banjare,
Gopal Patel, Praveen
Chandrakar, Dinesh
Ghadge, Prem Patel,
Bhupendra Sahu,
Chudamani Sahu, Helen
Dhruv, Jyoti Dewan,
Urmila Dhruv, Asha Sahu,
Nandani Verma, Neshalal,
Phuleshwar, Rohit
Sharma and others.

Four-day district level
camp of BS&G inaugurated

Awareness camps to avoid
digital fraud mandatory: DC

Dongargaon, Sep 22:

The measurement of
the main road in city by
PWD has once again heat-
ed up controversy in the
market in city. On
Tuesday, the PWD officials
and employees were pres-
ent at the time of meas-
urement of the main road
in Dongargaon from one
end to another and were
found preparing their re-
port. It is notable here
that there is some or the
other discussions on con-
struction of six-lane road
under the Bharatmala
Project declared earlier
and in such conditions,
carrying out survey of the
road in the middle of the
city has further raked up
the controversy and it has
become centre of discus-
sion among those having
interest in the city. The
traders and businessmen

are regularly emphasising
on the fact that business
on either side of the main
road will get badly affect-
ed, if at all the project is
implemented. On the
other, with increasing
traffic pressure, it may
lead to more road acci-
dents and it was in view of
the same that demand for
widening of road was
made and it was also in-
cluded by the CM in the
state’s budget.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that PWD offi-
cers and employees start-
ed the measurement and
survey work of one end of
city i:e from Petrol Pump
to other end of the side
taking measurement on
either side of the divider
and prepared their report
on Tuesday. In this case, as
per information from the
PWD’s engineer, a budget-
ary provision of Rs 88.55

cr has been made in the
state’s budget for
Rajnandgaon district
under various heads and
this include the four-lane
road for Dongargaon city
and its widening as well.

In this regard PWD is
taking measurement and
preparing a report with
proposal for road widen-
ing on either side of di-
vider by 12.5 mts., outflow
of drain and rainwater;
streetlights provision and
other facilities are being
earmarked. There are re-
ports that after measure-
ment and survey, it will be
sent to the state govern-
ment and on sanction, ten-
der will be floated and
work will be started.

With this construction,
at one place where it will
ease the traffic, on the
other, it will give momen-
tum to other development
works in the city.

Measurement of main road by
PWD gives rise to speculations

Would ease out traffic woes and help in development works

Gariyaband, Sep 22:

The transfers in the
School Education depart-
ment is facing stiff protest
daily and after protest by
the employees affected,
now the members of CG
Adhikari, Karamchari
Federation (CAKF) have
held the transfers made in
District Gariyaband as vi-
olation of Transfer Policy
2022 and submitted a mem-
orandum to Collector
Prabhat Mallik and DEO
Karman Khatkar and de-
manded cancellation of
transfer orders issued.

The members of CAKF
informed that under
Clause-3 of Transfer
Policy 2022, it has been
mentioned in special sub-
section of Clause-3.1 of the
School Education deptt
that no transfers will be
made by which a school
becomes teacher-less or is
only with single teacher. It
is in violation of this par-
ticular clause that trans-

fers from many Schools of
Gariyaband viz. Primary
School Kalimati,
Budgeltappa, Patiyalpara,
Boirdih, Ghotiyabharri,
G a n d e r a b a t a ,
Dongaripara and Kumar
Para (Kunchenga) has
been made and here only
single teacher is on duty.

In the clause-3 of trans-
fer policy-202 by the state
government, it has been
clearly mentioned in the
special clause of School
Education deptt that as
per the set-up of the

School Education deptt, if
there is no vacant post at
the place of transfer for a
teacher then the transfer
will be automatically
treated as cancelled. But
going against the same, in
different Primary Schools
of Churra, viz. Atarmara,
Kumharmara, Sarkada,
Kansingh and others and
from Gariyaband block -
Primary School
Sambalpur, Marounda,
even after there is no va-
cant posts, the teachers
have been transferred and

which is clear-cut viola-
tion of the instructions
issue and stands automati-
cally cancelled and needs
to be seriously investigat-
ed.

Divyang’ teacher from
Gariyaband district trans-
ferred to remote school. In
addition to this in many
cases, both husband and
wife as teachers have been
transferred to different
blocks, instead of nearest
school and which is again
violation of rules.

Among those who sub-
mitted memorandum in-
cluded CAKF from
Gariyband included
Basant Trivedi general
secy, Lakhanlal Sahu-
District President CGCT-
GEA; block convener
CKAF Churra- MR Khan,
Block President CG
Sahayak Shikshak
Federation Dhananjay
Kumar Verma, V-P Trilok
Singh Sen and Secy.-
Poonam Chandrakar and
others.

CKAF submits memo to Collector, DEO
For transfers of teachers going against the rulues

Dongargaon, Sep 22:

The for mation of
Chhattisgarh Clerical
Grade Gover nment
E m p l o y e e s ’
Association (CCGGEA)
at Tehsil level was
formed last on Sept 18
at Janpad Panchayat
building. In this Sewa
Patel- Asst. Grade-2
from of fice of BEO
Dongargaon was nomi-
nated as Tehsil
President by
Rajnandgaon unit.

In this as patron- KK
Hadau and RB
Tembukar were ap-
pointed; Aman
Mahilange, Sharad
Joshi as V-P; Ramlal
Sahu and AP Gangotre
as Treasurer; CL
Pathare as Secretary;
Abhishekh Bhosle as
Asst. Secy; Bharat
Sahu as organisation
secy; Dahramraj Sahu
as organisational co-
secretary; Media in-

charge Pradeep Soni.
The members of

working committee are-
Baby Soni, Pratima
Dwivedi, Swati
Gajbiye, Puja Bhoyar,
DK Soni, Meena
Nishad, Rajendra
Gandharv, Ajay
Kaushal, Ashok Sahu,
Temanlal Baghel,
Leeladhar Dewangan,
Usha Shar ma and
Pawan Kumar Sahu.

Sewa Patel appointed
Tehsil President CCGGEA

Five  Naxalites
surrender

Konta, Sep 22: Under
the direction of Uttam
Pratap Singh Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Naxalites influ-
enced by the
“Rehabilitation Policy”
of the Chhattisgarh
gover nment and the
“Poona Narkom
Abhiyan” (New
Mor ning, New
Beginning) being run
by the Sukma Police. 05
Naxalites active in the
organization surren-
dered.

Naxalites respective-
ly 01. Madkam Sukka
(Milisia Member), 02.
Madvi Lakma (GRD
Member), 03. Sodi
Hunga (Milisia Deputy
Commander), 04 Sodi
Rama Milisia Member,
05. Sodi Durva Milisia
Member) all residents
of Village Veerabhatti
Thana Bheji Area By
Sunil Shar ma,
Superintendent of
Police, District Sukma,
Punarvasu Tiwari, 2nd
Commanding Officer
202 CRPF surrendered
at Camp Kolaiguda on
September 20.

Dhamtari, Sep 22: 

In view of proper imple-
mentation of state govern-
ment’s prestigious scheme
that of ‘Godhan Nyay
Yojana’, Collector PS Elma
convened a meeting of
Agriculture and other con-
cerned departments here
on Tuesday.

In this meeting he re-
viewed about the purchase
of cow-dung from active
‘Gouthans’, preparing of
vermi-compost or organic
manure and its sales;
about livelihood earning
works and other activities.

In the meeting he direct-
ed the PHE department to
dig borewell in the
‘Gouthans’ not having
drinking water facility
and for this he directed the
CEO Janpad Panchayat to
send proposal at the earli-
est. Further in the meeting
he said that right from
purchase of cow-dung reg-
ularly, segregation,
preparing organic manure
and its sale, all the Self-
Help Groups should be
given priority. Further in
the meeting, Collector di-

rected to give priority to
purchase of cow-dung and
other activities on regular
basis from the ‘Grazing
Land’ in remote forest
areas. Reviewing about the
block-wise ‘Gouthans’, he
took information about
start of livelihood orient-
ed wors apart from cow-
dung purchase. He direct-
ed SDM (Revenue) to en-
sure and constantly moni-
tor purchase of cow-dung
from urban and rural bod-
ies on regular basis and to
conduct inspection of the
same.

He also took informa-
tion about fodder produc-
tion. Dy. Director
Veterinary Dr DS Baghel
informed that so far 7,633
quintal husk has been pro-
duced. In the meeting CEO
District Panchayat
Priyanka Mahobia gave
information about active
‘Gouthans’ on ‘G-Map’ and
asked to make conscious
use of basic resources. She
also laid emphasis on offi-
cers from Rural
Agriculture Development
and Panchayat sachivs to
work in co-ordination.

Collector directs to dig
borewells in ‘Gouthans’

Rajnandgaon, Sep 22: 

District Collector
Doman Singh said that all
flagship schemes of the
government should be ef-
fectively implemented like
Suraji Gaon Yojana,
Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiless Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar Clinic Yojna,
Dhanwantri Yojna and
other schemes.

The Collector was ad-
dressing the weekly time-

limit meeting here attend-
ed by District Panchayat
CEO  Gajendra Thakur,
Additional Collector CL
Markandey, Municipal
Commissioner Ashutosh
Chaturvedi, Joint
Collector Indira Deohari,
Khemlal Verma, Chief
Medical and Health
Officer Dr. Mithlesh
Chaudhary and other dis-
trict level officers. The
Collector further said that
while innovating, district
administration has start-
ed free online coaching
classes for the preparation

of class 10th and 12th
board exams and free on-
line coaching for the
preparation of competi-
tive exams and there
should be participation of
everyone in this.

He said that it should be

ensured to organize Jan
Chaupal in all the develop-
ment blocks under decen-
tralized Janchaupal, so
that the problems of the
common man could be re-
solved at the local level. He
said that Gauthans should

be identified for Rural
Industrial Park. He said
that the Public Works
Department should get
the roads repaired and of-
ficials should take action
against illegal liquor, spec-
ulation, gambling. He also
said that superintendent
and staff should be en-
sured in all girls hostels
and public prosecution
would be organized from
October 10 to November
11. In which caste, income,
residence and revenue
matters and all other mat-
ters will be resolved.

Work for effective implementation of Govt’s flagship schemes: Collector 

MMaassttuurrii,,  SSeepp  2222::  IFFCO’s prod-
uct Nano Urea on 6 acres of
land was sprayed on Saturday
in paddy cultivation of
Raghavendra Singh Chandel, a
farmer who was awarded by

the President and awarded the
Krishak Ratna of Chhattisgarh.
The spraying was done by the
AeroAon Avionics Chhattisgarh
drone service vehicle, located
in Masturi development block

of Bilaspur district.   It took 3
hours to complete the whole
process.  Using less resources
through drones, it took only 10
minutes to spray per acre
where it would have taken sev-
eral hours by ordinary means.
Spraying by AeroAon Drone
distributes the pesticide evenly
over the crop and its use can
prevent pest problems before
they develop.  During manual
spraying, farmers are exposed
to these chemicals for a long
period of time which causes
fatal effects on the body
through inhalation.   Drone
spraying is done at a reason-
able distance that does not
affect the breathing of the pilot
and others.  From the ground
test lab present in the AeroAon
Avionic Drone Service Vehicle,
the farmers and other villagers
were examined and suggested
to maintain the health of the
crop along with the reports.

Drone spraying insecticide in the fields 
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WORLD RHINO DAY

Bihar Minister of Environment, Forest & Climate Change Tej Pratap Yadav with students during a wildlife
programme on the occasion of World Rhino Day, at Sanjay Gandhi zoo in Patna, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Signal snag 
 Mumbai: Local

train services on one
of the Central
Railway routes in
Mumbai were dis-
rupted due to a snag
in a signalling sys-
tem on Thursday
morning, officials
said. Some of the
local trains, consid-
ered as the lifeline of
Mumbai, were can-
celled while some
were running late,
commuters said. Due
to the disruption, the
crowd in trains and
on railway stations
swelled during the
morning rush hours.

Booked 
 Moradabad: Police

have registered a case
of gang rape after a
some men allegedly
assaulted a woman,
who was then seen
walking naked on a
road in Uttar
Pradesh’s Moradabad.
A grainy 15-second
CCTV footage of the
woman walking on
the road surfaced on-
line and was widely
shared on Wednesday.
The police said the in-
cident took place on
September 1 in a vil-
lage under the
Bhojpur police station
area, and they have al-
ready arrested an ac-
cused based on a com-
plaint filed on
September 7 by 
a family member of
the victim.

Factory fire
 New Delhi: A fire

broke out at a shoe
factory in north
Delhi’s Narela area on
Thursday, officials
said. Police said they
received information
about the fire around
11.30 am, following
which 15 fire tenders
were rushed to the
spot. The factory in-
cludes a basement,
ground and two
floors. The fire broke
out on the first and
second floors, the offi-
cials said.

Robbery
 Jaipur: Some uniden-

tified miscreants fled
away with an ATM
machine having over
Rs 12 lakh cash after
uprooting it in
Rajasthan’s Sawai
Madhopur, police said
on Thursday. The inci-
dent happened on
Wednesday night at
State Bank of India’s
ATM in Sarsaunp vil-
lage, Station House
Officer Tinu
Sogarwal said.

Boat capsizes 
 Anuppur: More

than 20 students
swam to safety on
Thursday after their
boat capsized in Sone
river in Anuppur dis-
trict in Madhya
Pradesh, an official
said. The incident
took place at 10:30am
in Chachai area,
some eight kilome-
tres from the district
headquarters,
Anuppur Sub
Divisional
Magistrate Kamlesh
Puri told PTI.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi with a young 

supporter during the 15th
day of party’s ‘Bharat Jodo

Yatra’ in Ernakulam, 
Kerala, Thursday.

Lucknow, Sep 22 (PTI):

At least 10 people were
killed, seven of them in
Etawah, and 11 injured in
incidents of lightning, and
wall and house collapses
as heavy rains in parts of
Uttar Pradesh affected
normal life in Firozabad
and forced the closure of
schools in Aligarh.

Apart from Etawah —
where the seven deceased
included four children of a
family — deaths have also
been reported from
Firozabad (2) and
Balrampur (1) districts
since Wednesday, officials
said. According to the
India Meteorological
Department, rainfall or
thundershowers have
been observed at most
places over West Uttar

Pradesh since Wednesday
morning. It said Etawah
observatory recorded 140
mm rainfall in 24 hours till
8.30 am Thursday. Rainfall
was reported from Agra
also.

Etawah district wit-
nessed three fatal inci-
dents of wall or house col-
lapses late on Wednesday
night, killing seven people
in total. Four children —

Sinku (10), Abhi (8), Sonu
(7) and Aarti (5) — died in
their sleep after a wall of
their house collapsed in
Chandra Pura village
under Civil Lines police
station area, Etawah
District Magistrate Avnish
Kumar Rai said.

Their sibling (5) and
grandmother, Chandni
Debi (70), were injured in
the incident. Etawah

Superintendent of Police
(City) Kapil Dev Singh
said an elderly couple —
Ram Sanehi (65) and
Reshma Debi (62) — died
when a boundary wall of a
petrol pump collapsed
onto their hut in
Kripalpur village under
Ekdil police station.

In yet another incident
in the district, Jabar Singh
(35) was buried alive after
his house in Andava ke
Banglan village under
Chakarnagar police sta-
tion collapsed following
heavy rains, SHO Deepak
Kumar said.

In Firozabad, a house
collapse in Banshinagar
locality under Shikohabad
police station on
Wednesday night killed
Shivam (6), and left eight
members of his family in-
jured, District Magistrate
Ravi Ranjan said.

The injured have been
admitted to the district
hospital.

10 killed, 11 injured in UP
in rain-related incidents

Rescue operation after a portion of a wall collapsed due to
heavy rainfall in Etawah district, Thursday. 

 Aligarh 
shuts schools till
Saturday

DUSSEHRA PREPARATIONS

A man works on effigies of demon-king Ravana ahead of the upcoming festival of ‘Dussehra’, in Jammu, Thursday.

Rajamahendravaram
(AP), Sep 22 (PTI):
Union Minister for Road
Transport and
Highways Nitin
Gadkari here on
Thursday laid the foun-
dation stone for eight
National Highway proj-
ects to be developed at a
cost of Rs 3,000 crore in
Andhra Pradesh.

The projects are in-
tended to provide green-
field road connectivity
to Kakinada Special
Economic Zone, SEZ
Port, fishing harbour
and anchorage port and
smoothen export of rice,
seafood, oil, iron ore,
bio-fuel, and granite
through Kakinada Port.

The Union Minister
said on the occasion
that five new flyovers
would be built at
Kaikaram, Morampudi,
Undarajavaram, Tetali
and Jonnada for hassle-
free and safe traffic

movement to
Namavaram, Satellite
City, Mandapeta,
R a m c h a n d r a p u r a m ,
K a k i n a d a ,
U n d a r a j a v a r a m ,
Nidadavolu, Tanuku
Town, and Kaikaram.
Special safety features
would be built in for rec-
tification of blackspots
on the highways, he
added.

Gadkari said the
other three projects that
include four-laning of
Vakalapudi -Uppada-
A n n a v a r a m ,
S a m a r l a k o t a -
Achampeta Junction
and construction of two-
lane with paved shoul-
ders from
Rampachodavaram to
Koyyuru would provide
road connectivity to re-
ligious locations such as
S a m a r l a k o t a ,
Annavaram, Bikkavolu,
Ryali and Pithapuram.

Besides, road connec-

tivity to tribal and
tourist areas like Araku
Valley, Lambasinghi and
Borra Caves would be
provided.

The projects, once de-
veloped, would provide
safe, better and fast
intra- State connectivity
through Kakinada and
Alluri Sitharama Raju
districts, he added.

The Union govern-
ment, Gadkari said, was
committed to ensure
prosperity in Andhra
Pradesh through world-
class infrastructure.

AP Roads and
Buildings Minister D
Raja, MPs V Geeta, M
Bharat, P S C Bose,
Roads and Buildings
Principal Secretary M T
Krishna Babu and oth-
ers attended.

Later, the Union
Minister visited the fa-
mous Kadiyam nurs-
eries and interacted
with the farmers.

Gadkari lays stone 
for Rs 3,000 cr NH projects

Itanagar, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Arunachal Pradesh
Public Service
Commission (APPSC) has
expressed regret over the
recent leak of question
paper of the assistant en-
gineer (civil) examination.

Expressing regret on be-
half of the Commission,
APPSC member Jarken
Gamlin said that the ac-
cused official Taket
Jerang, has been put
under suspension after his
arrest on September 16.

Gamlin said that the ac-
cused aspirant Thomas
Gaduk has been debarred
from all examinations con-
ducted by the Commission
till the finalization of the
case by the court.

“The commission has
been working to stream-
line and refine the system

of setting and evaluating
question papers with the
sole aim of efficient, trans-
parent and merit-based se-
lection system”, Gamlin
said. He said an internal
audit of the office proce-
dure is being conducted by
the commission to identify
weak links within the sys-
tem, and undertake cor-
rective measures to obvi-
ate recurrence of such in-
cidents in the future.

Six people have been ar-
rested by the capital police
so far in the question
paper leak case.

Since the arrests, the
commission has cancelled
the examinations and up-
coming examinations in-
cluding those scheduled
for female medical officer,
veterinary officer, assis-
tant conservator of forest,
post graduate teacher and

dairy development officer.
Meanwhile, frustrated

over the repeated gaffes by
the APPSC in conducting
its examinations, a group
of youths held a satirical
protest here. The protest
was organised by ag-
grieved aspirants and un-
employed youths by organ-
izing a donation drive in
aid of the Commission on
Wednesday. The organis-
ers said that they held the
day-long donation drive
for the ‘unpaid’ staff of
the APPSC. “We are rais-
ing funds for APPSC staff
that are working day and
night for fair/ transparent
recruitment, that too with-
out any allowances or
salary. We will be submit-
ting the amount to APPSC
for their team’s selfless
services,” said Prem Taba,
one of the organisers.

APPSC expresses regret 
over leak of question paper

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena on
Thursday said encourag-
ing research should be an
important mandate for
any premium medical in-
stitution along with teach-
ing and training.

During his address at
the Maulana Azad Medical
College (MAMC) where he
handed over degrees to
MBBS and postgraduate
students, he underlined
the importance of basic re-
search for human develop-
ment.

Nearly 236 MBBS stu-
dents who passed out in
2020 and 248 students who
completed their courses
last year were awarded de-
grees at the function. A
total of 356 post-graduate

students of 2020 and 2021
batches were also awarded
degrees. “In a nation, yet
marred by poverty and
disease, doctors and physi-
cians have an added re-
sponsibility of scaling
hitherto unscored fron-
tiers,” the LG said.

“In doing so, pure re-
search, bereft of profes-
sional and commercial
considerations, is the most
essential prerequisite,” he
added. Asserting the im-
portance of research dur-
ing the training process,
Saxena said, “It should be
the most important bench-
mark of excellence of an
academic institution. In
addition to teaching and
training, encouraging re-
search should be an im-

portant mandate for any
premium medical institu-
tion.” Saxena also stressed
on the fact that the experi-
ence during the COVID-19
pandemic has highlighted
the importance of the role
of a medical institution in
imparting quality educa-
tion to its students like
never before.

“I am sure as you pass
out of the portals of your
alma mater, you would
have sufficiently learnt
from this experience and
will meet the challenges
that stand ahead of you in
your practice and further
research,” he added.

The LG also told stu-
dents that he hoped that
the students are passing
out not just as better and
compassionate doctors but
good human beings.

LG V K Saxena confers 
degrees to MBBS, PG students 

 Of MAMC

Bhubaneswar,Sep 22 (PTI):
Forests need to be viewed
as a habitat of the tribal
communities and forest
conservation must be con-
sidered a way to build
local livelihood, Director
General of Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE) Sunita Narain said
on Thursday.

She said forest conserva-
tion should be seen along
with two contexts — cli-
mate change and natural
calamities.

“We have an issue of cli-
mate change. Trees are a
very important part of
finding an answer to cli-
mate change and forests
play a very important role
in reducing pollution,”
Narain said.

Speaking at a workshop
on the topic of “The Fight

Over a Right” organised
by the CSE in
Bhubaneswar, she further
said the country is in
“deep crisis” when it
comes to natural calami-
ties and disasters and that
green areas in the cities
need to be planned.

“If the government is
bringing new laws, what
compensation is it giving
to the tribals? Somewhere
we are going wrong in the
policy and that is some-
thing we have to talk
about. Forest is also a nat-
ural source of livelihood,”
she said.

Narain said forests
should be used as a source
to soak up fossil fuel emis-
sions and build local liveli-
hood. Earlier, Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav had said

the new forest conserva-
tion rules “do not dilute or
infringe on” the provi-
sions of the Forest Rights
Act, 2006, assuaging con-
cerns that the new rules
allow cutting of forests
without the consent of for-
est-dwellers.

The environment min-
istry notified the Forest
(Conservation) Rules, 2022
under the Forest
(Conservation) Act (FCA)
on June 28 to replace the
earlier rules, notified in
2003.

The FCA was enacted in
1980 to help conserve the
country’s forests. It strict-
ly restricts and regulates
the de-reservation of
forests or use of forest
land for non-forest purpos-
es without the prior ap-
proval of the Centre.

‘Forests need to be viewed 
as habitat of tribal communities’

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI):

From “Malabar Meen
Roast” (Kerala fish fry) to
“Chemmeen Manga Fry”
(Kerala prawns fry), an on-
going Kerala food festival
in the national capital is
dishing out exotic coastal
recipes to Delhiites.

The gastronomical ex-
travaganza, served piping
hot here at the Sana-di-ge,
Malcha Marg,is a treat for
its patrons who get to take
a ride down the gourmet’s
lane — exploring a range
of Keralite textures and
soulful flavours of the rich
cuisine from the god’s own
country. “After receiving a
fabulous response for our
Onam Sadhya we decided
to continue the celebra-
tions with our Kerala food
festival which has also
been doing really well. We
strive to satisfy our guests

by ensuring that our ingre-
dients and spices are fresh
and sourced from the
coastal regions to main-
tain authenticity of the
cuisine,” Sukesh Kanchan,
executive chef at Sana-di-
ge, told PTI. The festival is
offering an assortment of
delicious ethnic fare in-
cluding dishes like
“Nandu Rasam” (crab
soup), Malabar Meen
Roast ( Kerala fish fry),
Chemmeen Manga Fry (
Kerala prawns fry), Nandu
Green Sukka (Kerala crab
sukka), Nandu Green
Sukka (Kerala crab
sukka), “Malabar Meen
Curry” (Kerala fish curry),
“Chemmeen Alle-Piyavu”
(Kerala prawns curry),
“Kakka Irachi Curry”
(Kerala clams curry) along
with Ghee rice, Kuthari
choru, Kerara paratha and
Appam.

Food festival takes Delhiites
on culinary tour of Kerala

Kolkata, Sep 22 (PTI): 

A division bench of
the Calcutta High Court
on Thursday rejected a
review petition of West
Bengal government to
reconsider an earlier
judgement of the bench
to clear dearness al-
lowance (DA) arrears
within three months.

The bench comprising
justices Harish Tandon
and Rabindranath
Samanta rejected the
state government’s peti-
tion to review its May 20
order.

Upholding an order of
the State
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Tribunal (SAT), the
Calcutta High Court had
in May directed the
West Bengal govern-
ment to release dear-

ness DA arrears since
July 2009, when the
Revision of Pay and
Allowances (ROPA)
came into effect in the
state, within three
months.

The state government
had filed a writ petition
in the high court chal-
lenging the SAT order of
July 2019 that directed it
to pay DA at par with
the Centre, and to clear
the amount in three in-
stalments.

The division bench on
Thursday also fixed
November 9 as the date
of hearing of a con-
tempt petition filed by
the associations of state
government employees,
alleging that the author-
ities had not cleared the
DA arrears within three
months from May 2022.

Cal HC rejects DA review
petition of Bengal govt
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Islamabad, Sep 22 (PTI) 

Imran Khan on
Thursday dodged a con-
tempt indictment when a
top Pakistani court de-
ferred proceedings against
the former prime minister
after he appeared before it
and expressed willingness
to apologise for his contro-
versial remarks against a
female judge.

The Islamabad High
Court was expected to for-
mally indict Khan in con-
tempt proceedings against
him for passing controver-
sial remarks against
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Zeba
Chaudhry during a rally
here last month.

Khan appeared before
the court amid tight secu-

rity.
The Islamabad High

Court deferred con-
tempt proceedings
against Khan after he
expressed his willing-
ness to apologise to
Chaudhry for his con-
troversial remarks.

The case was heard
by a larger bench, head-
ed by IHC CJ Athar
Minallah and compris-
ing Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani, Justice
Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb, Justice
Tariq Mehmood

Jahangiri and Justice
Babar Sattar.

As the hearing began,
the former prime minister
and chairman of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party sought permis-
sion to put his statement
on the record, saying he

was barred from speaking
at the last hearing. “I am
ready to apologise to the fe-
male judge,” he told the
court. “The court thinks
that I have crossed a line.
My intention was not to
threaten the female judge.
If the court says so, I am

ready to personally go to
the judge and apologise,”
the 69-year-old cricketer-
turned-politician said. He
went on to assure the court
that “I will not do some-
thing like this in the fu-
ture.” “I am sorry if I have
crossed a red line,” he
added. As he made the
plea, Chief Justice
Minallah asked if he was
ready to visit the female

judge to offer an apology
then it was enough. “It is
your personal decision as
to visit the judge in person
If you have realised the
mistake and are ready to
apologise for it that is
enough,” he remarked.

He also asked the former
premier to submit an “affi-
davit detailing what you
have said” and adjourned
the hearing till October 3.

Imran ready to apologise for controversial remarks against female judge

United Nations, Sep 22 (PTI) 

The United Kingdom is
deepening its links with fel-
low democracies like India,
Israel, Indonesia and South
Africa, British Prime
Minister Liz Truss told
world leaders at the 77th ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly in New York. “So,

we are building new part-
nerships around the world.
We are fortifying our deep
security alliances in Europe
and beyond through NATO
and the Joint Expeditionary
Force,” Truss said on
Wednesday. “We are deepen-
ing our links with fellow
democracies like India,
Israel, Indonesia and South

Africa,” she said, adding that
the UK is building new secu-
rity ties with its friends in
the Indo-Pacific and the Gulf.
She said the UK has shown
leadership on free and fair
trade, striking trade agree-
ments with Australia, New
Zealand, Japan and many
others, and “we are in the
process” of acceding to the

Trans-Pacific Partnership.
“Rather than exerting influ-
ence through debt, aggres-
sion, and taking control of
critical infrastructure and
minerals, we are building
strategic ties based on mutu-
al benefit and trust. And we
are deepening partnerships
like the G7 and the
Commonwealth,” she said.

UK deepening links with fellow democracies like India, Israel, Indonesia, South Africa: Truss

United Nations, Sep 22 (AP) 

The United States and
its allies plan to ramp up
criticism of Russia for its
war in Ukraine on
Thursday and press other
countries to join in their
forceful condemnations of
the conflict.

A day after President
Joe Biden assailed
Russian leader Vladimir
Putin for what he called
egregious violations of
the UN Charter and inter-
national law, the US will
make the case at the UN
Security Council that
Russia should face further
censure and isolation for
its invasion, senior U.S. of-
ficials said.

The officials said
Secretary of State Antony

Blinken will confront his
Russian counterpart
Sergey Lavrov at a council
meeting with a litany of
allegations of war crimes
and other atrocities and
call on countries that have
yet to speak out forcefully
against them as an affront
to international order. The
officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity in
order to preview what
they expect will be a 15-
minute presentation by
Blinken.

One official said
Blinken would lay out
what the Biden adminis-
tration believes is a com-
pelling case that the war
has not only caused mas-
sive destruction to
Ukraine and the
Ukrainian people but ex-

acerbated multiple other
global crises, including po-
tential famines and ener-
gy shortages, as well as
distracted from efforts to
improve international
health, combat climate
change and reduce 
poverty.

The official said
Blinken will point to re-
cent developments, includ-
ing Russia’s mobilization
of new troops, threats to
use nuclear weapons and
new efforts to annex parts
of Ukraine. Blinken will
also say that Security
Council has a “special re-
sponsibility” and obliga-
tion to speak out against
actions that threaten its
credibility and relevance
as the U.N.’s most power-
ful body, the official said.

US to step up its criticism of
Russia at UN Security Council

Kampala (Uganda), Sep 22 (AP) 

Uganda confirmed seven
Ebola infections on
Thursday as authorities try
to track down 43 contacts of
known Ebola patients two
days after authorities in the
East African country an-
nounced an outbreak of the
contagious disease.

A total of eight deaths,
including one confirmed,
are “attributable to the
virus,” said Dr. Henry
Kyobe, a Ugandan military
officer who is tracking
Ebola cases.

He spoke of a “rapidly
evolving” situation where
“we think cases may rise in
a few days.”

The epicentre of the out-
break is the central
Ugandan district of
Mubende, whose main

town lies along a highway
into the capital, Kampala.

That travel link and sev-
eral crowded artisanal gold
mines there is concerning,
Kyobe told the World
Health Organisation.

Ugandan authorities
have not yet found the
source of the outbreak, and
neither have they discov-
ered the key first case.

But they were able to
confirm an Ebola outbreak
of the Sudan type earlier
this week after testing a
sample from a 24-year-old
man who had been initially
treated for other illnesses,
including malaria and
pneumonia, when he
sought care in his home
town.

Six others in the same
area, including three chil-
dren, died earlier in

September after suffering
what local officials called a
strange illness.

There is no proven vac-
cine for the Sudan strain of
Ebola, and “its very critical
at this point that we treat
this outbreak as serious,
because we may not have
the advantage that we have
gained in terms of the ad-
vancement in medical
countermeasures,” said Dr.
Patrick Otim, an epidemi-
ologist with WHO in
Africa.

Ebola, which is spread by
contact with bodily fluids
of an infected person or
contaminated materials,
manifests as a deadly hem-
orrhagic fever.

Symptoms include fever,
vomiting, diarrhoea, mus-
cle pain and at times inter-
nal and external bleeding.

Uganda confirms 7 Ebola cases

New York, Sep 22 (PTI) 

India has discussed ways
to step up cooperation
among IBSA countries in
various multilateral fora,
including the UN, WTO
and G20, on major issues of
in the international agen-
da. The IBSA (India, Brazil,
South Africa) has emerged
as a key tripartite grouping
for the promotion of coop-
eration in a range of areas.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Wednesday hosted the 10th
India-Brazil-South Africa
(IBSA) Trilateral
Ministerial Commission
Meeting along with
Brazil’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs Carlos
Alberto Franco Fran a and
Dr. Joe Phaahla, Minister
of Health of the Republic
of South Africa.

“The Ministers ex-
pressed satisfaction on the
coordination and coopera-
tion among IBSA countries
in various multilateral
fora, including the UN,
WTO, WIPO and G20, on
major issues of interna-
tional agenda. They reiter-
ated their intention to fur-
ther deepen IBSA coopera-

tion on international is-
sues at various
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Organisations and group-
ings,” according to a joint
statement issued after the
10th IBSA Trilateral
Ministerial Commission
Meeting.

“The Ministers reaf-
firmed the centrality of the
rules-based, transparent,
non-discriminatory, open
and inclusive multilateral
trading system (MTS), as
embodied in the WTO and
its role in promoting pre-
dictability, stability, legal

certainty and a level play-
ing field for international
trade while ensuring spe-
cial and differential treat-
ment for developing coun-
tries including Least
Developed Countries,” it
said. “They also agreed to
make all efforts to reform
and strengthen the multi-
lateral trading system and
make the WTO more effec-
tive and responsive to the
needs of its developing
country members,” the
statement said. The mem-
bers also underscored the
need to continue to make

positive efforts to ensure
that developing country
members, including the
least-developed country
members, secure a share in
the growth of world trade
commensurate with the
needs of their economic
development, it said.

With context to G20, they
reaffirmed the high-profile
grouping’s role as the pre-
mier forum for interna-
tional economic coopera-
tion and reiterated the
need for implementing
SDGs and continuing to
promote sustainable devel-
opment, according to the
joint statement.

The ministers noted the
upcoming G20
Presidencies of India and
Brazil in 2023 and 2024, re-
spectively, as useful oppor-
tunities to cooperate and
steer the G20 Agenda and
work with a developmental
perspective. The Ministers
also agreed to coordinate
on issues of common inter-
est, including health, inter-
national trade and invest-
ments, environment and
climate change, counter-
terrorism, transnational
crime and development is-
sues, the statement added.

India discusses cooperation among IBSA countries in
various multilateral fora, including UN, WTO and G20

BRIEF

Minister sentenced
 Beijing: China’s for-

mer Justice Minister
and top public securi-
ty official, Fu
Zhenghua, was on
Thursday sentenced to
death with a two-year
reprieve for corrup-
tion and abuse of
power, official media
here reported. Fu took
advantage of his offi-
cial authority or posi-
tion to seek gains by
helping others with
their business opera-
tions, official posi-
tions, and legal cases,
according to prosecu-
tors. Fu, a former sen-
ior official of China’s
top political advisory
body, the China
People’s Political
Consultative
Conference (CPPCC),
accepted bribes and
abused his power,
state-run People’s
Daily Online cited the
Intermediate People’s
court in Changchun of
Jilin province as say-
ing in its verdict on
Thursday.

Myanmar sanctions
 Bangkok: A United

Nations-appointed
human rights expert
called Thursday for
governments and
companies to coordi-
nate efforts to cut off
the military-led gov-
ernment of
Myanmar from its
sources of revenue
and weapons, saying
life in the
Southeastern Asian
nation has become a
“living hell” for
many since the gen-
erals seized power
last year. Tom
Andrews, in Geneva
to deliver his annual
report on Myanmar
to the U.N. Human
Rights Council, told
reporters that while
many countries have
been imposing sanc-
tions on individuals,
military entities, fi-
nancial institutions
and energy compa-
nies, what is needed
is “coordinated ac-
tion.”

In this image taken, for-
mer Chinese justice min-
ister Fu Zhenghua is es-
corted by court police as
he attends a court ses-
sion for his verdict an-
nouncement in
Changchun, on Thursday.
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Catches win 
matches

With a month to go for
the T20 World Cup, but I
am surprised how our
cricketers forget the game
of cricket’s first lesson
‘catches win matches’. If
not, then how three
dropped catches and poor
death bowling meant
India finished on the los-
ing side as Australia
reached the formidable
target of 209 with four
balls and four wickets to
spare. Indian batters
Hardik Pandya (71 not
out), KL Rahul (55) and
Suryakumar Yadav (46)
played brilliant innings to
help the hosts post 208/6.
Though senior batters
Virat Kohli (2) and Rohit
Sharma (11) fell inside the
fifth over. However, an un-
derwhelming bowling dis-
play, in the absence of
pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah, and sloppy field-
ing ensured India's defeat.
The main culprit of the
India’s defeat was none
other than skipper Rohit
Sharma's favourite
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(Bhubi), for whom not
only his 16-run 19th over
allowed Australia to pull
off a record chase of 209
in the first T20I in Mohali
but also in 18 deliveries he
has bowled in three
matches against Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, and now
Australia, he has given
away 49 runs and India
lost all the three matches.
It seems Bhubi should be
kept for One Day
International and not T20
further. Even the poor
death bowling and sloppy
fielding Australia were
dominant in the run
chase, romping home in
19.2 overs. Kudos to
Aussies once again for
their magnificent per-
formance.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Cyber safety
The recent incident of a

leaked MMS video at
Chandigarh University
has again brought us face
to face with the challenges
of living in the cyber
world. With cameras that
can be hidden in the head
of a screw, privacy is be-
coming a big challenge, es-
pecially in public toilets,
changing rooms, hostels,
PG accommodations, hotel
rooms, etc. There are web-
sites that are ready to buy
such photos and videos.
Being aware and cautious
can reduce these inci-
dents. Before using public
utilities, it is important to
check that the place is se-
cure and look around for
any hidden devices. At so-
cietal level, there should
be a third-party audit of
such utilities to ensure
compliance to safety. A be-
ginning should be made in
this direction.

Parveen K Bangotra,
by mail
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Youngsters undergo physical test as part of Indian Army recruitment ‘Agniveer’ programme at Morhabadi grounds
in Ranchi, Thursday, Sept. 22.

ARMY RECRUITMENT

Siobhan Glavey

W e know what we
need to do to reduce

our risk of getting cancer,
right? Wear SPF, stop smok-
ing, avoid processed foods,
keep fit, lose weight and get
enough sleep. But what if
much of what causes cancer
has already happened in our
early years, or worse still, be-
fore we were born.

A recent study from
Brigham and Women's
Hospital and Harvard
University says that may be
the case, especially in can-
cers that happen before the
age of 50 (early-onset can-
cers).

The most important find-
ing in this study, published in
Nature Reviews Clinical
Oncology, is that people born
after 1990 are more likely to
develop cancer before the age
of 50 than people born, for ex-
ample, in 1970. Meaning that
young people will be more
heavily burdened by cancer

than generations gone by,
with the knock-on effects on
healthcare, economics and
families.

What we are exposed to in
early life can affect our risk
of developing cancer later in
life, and this review of can-
cer trends looks at how these
factors might be affecting
early-onset cancers. What ex-
posures matter in early life
are still not fully clear, but
front-runners include diet,
lifestyle, the environment
and the bugs that live in our
gut (the microbiome).

When looking at large
numbers of people, re-
searchers can see that di-
etary and lifestyle habits are
formed early in life. This is
seen in obesity where obese
children are more likely to
become obese adults. As obe-
sity is a known risk factor for
cancer, it follows that those
adults are likely to develop
cancer at an earlier age, pos-
sibly because they have been
exposed to the risk factor for

a longer time.
Of course, some of these

early-onset cancers are de-
tected through better screen-
ing programmes and earlier
diagnosis, which contributes
to increased numbers of new
cancers diagnosed annually,
worldwide. But that is not the
whole story.

Early-onset cancers have
different genetic signatures
compared with late-onset
cancers and are more likely
to have spread than cancers
diagnosed in later life. This
means that those cancers
may need different types of
treatment and a more per-
sonalised approach that is
tailored to the patient's age at
the time the cancer devel-
oped.

Gut bacteria
The Brigham study looked

at 14 cancers and found that
the genetic makeup of the
cancer and the aggression
and growth of the cancer
was different in patients who
developed it before the age of

50 compared with those who
developed the same cancer
after the age of 50.

This seemed to be more
prominent in several types of
gut cancers (colorectal, pan-
creatic, stomach). One possi-
ble reason for this relates to
our diet and microbiome.
Gut bacteria are altered by
high-sugar diets, antibiotics
and breastfeeding. And as
patterns of these things
change in society over time,
so do the bacteria in our gut.
This might support the im-
plementation of sugar taxes
as recommended by the
World Health Organisation.

If our healthy cells are pro-
grammed in the womb, then
so might the cells that go on
to cause cancer. Maternal
diet, obesity and environ-
mental exposures, such as air
pollution and pesticides, are
known to increase the risk of
chronic diseases and can-
cers.

Conversely, severe restric-
tions on food intake in preg-

nancy, as seen in famine, in-
crease the risk of breast can-
cer in offspring. Both of
these findings would have
different implications for so-
cietal approaches to reducing
cancer risk.

As a haematologist, I take
care of patients with multi-
ple myeloma, which is an in-
curable blood cancer that
usually affects patients over
the age of 70. In recent years,
there has been an increased
number of younger people
diagnosed with this cancer
worldwide, which is only
partly explained by better
screening. This study flags
obesity as an important risk
factor for early-onset disease,
but clearly, there are other
risk factors yet to be uncov-
ered. Understanding what
makes early-onset cancers
tick, what exposures really
matter and what can be done
to prevent them are some of
the first steps to developing
prevention strategies for fu-
ture generations.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

T he implementation of the 'Agreement on the use of Chattogram and
Mongla Port' (ACMP) for the movement of goods to and from India

through Bangladesh is gaining momentum with the Land Port Authority of
India (LPAI) facilitating trial runs of consignments through land ports in
Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya. Full operationalization of the ACMP is ex-
pected to turn the landlocked northeast region into a major commercial
hub in South Asia. A trial run of a cargo of steel bars was sent from Kolkata
port on September 3 to Assam through Chittagong sea port-Sheloalandi
port route to operationalize the ACMP. The LPAI facilitating the cargo
through Integrated Check Post, Sutarkandi in Assam on the India side of
the Sheola-Sutarkandi border crossing marked the significant improve-
ment in connectivity and infrastructure for cross-border movement of
goods between India and Bangladesh. The return cargo, a consignment of
tea leaves from Meghalaya reached Chittagong port on September 13
through the Tamabil Land Custom Station in Sylhet across Integrated
Check Post at Dawki on way to the final destination — Kolkata. It was for
the first time that India used a land port in Sylhet for goods movement be-
tween Kolkata and the Northeast. The trial runs boosted the confidence of
both the countries in using Chittagong and Mongla ports for the movement
of goods between the Northeast and the rest of India through Bangladesh's
territory saving time and reducing transportation costs. The alternative
routes through the seaports and land ports of Bangladesh reduce the long
distance of about 1200 km through Chicken Neck Corridor to almost half.
Earlier last month, the LPAI also facilitated a successful trial run of an ex-
perimental cargo from Kolkata to Silchar via Srimantapur Land Custom
Station in Tripura through the Mongla seaport in Bangladesh. A smooth and
successful run of the consignments is expected to prompt Shipping
Ministry to finalize the Standard Operating Procedure under the ACMP for
regular transit of goods between the rest of India and its northeast region
by using the two Bangladesh seaports. The ACMP exempts the goods being
carried under the agreement from routine physical customs inspection en
route except when customs authorities suspect irregularities. Besides, au-
thorities of two ports will provide facilities, to the goods being transported
under the agreement, no less favourable than what would be accorded to
exports or imports from Bangladesh and shall endeavour to provide priority
space at their ports for goods being transported under the Agreement, pro-
vided that such space and facility is available in the ports. The agreement
states that any transportation within Bangladesh shall be done using only
Bangladeshi Vehicles or Bangladeshi Vessels till the Motor Vehicles
Agreement for the Regulation of Passenger and Cargo Vehicular Traffic be-
tween and among Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN MVA) comes
into force. The BBIN MVA will facilitate seamless passenger and personal
traffic besides cargo movement in the sub-region. The enabling
Memorandum of Understanding to be signed for operationalization of the
BBIN was finalized in March but is awaiting ratification by Bhutan. This
ACMP came into force on October 25, 2018, and remains in force till 2023
with automatic renewal for successive periods of five years unless either
India or Bangladesh seeks to terminate it with six months prior notice. Visit
the ICP Sutarkandi located about 15 km off Karimganj town by a delegation
of the Asian Development Bank and the National Highways and
Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited last week and discuss
cross-border trade, land acquisition and construction of a four-lane con-
necting the zero line on India-Bangladesh border demonstrated India prior-
itizing the use of Bangladesh seaport and territory for faster transport of
goods to and from the northeast region. During the recent visit to India by
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Bangladesh Prime Minister welcomed the successful completion of
trial runs under the ACMP and looked forward to its full operationalization
at the earliest which has brightened fresh hopes for States in the northeast
region of unlocking their trade potential. These states being consuming
can hope to cut down transportation costs of essential commodities pro-
cured from outside the region after the ACMP is fully operationalized. The
two sides also agreed to expeditiously explore direct shipping links be-
tween the two countries. According to an official release, the Indian side in-
formed that it has offered free transit via its territory to Bangladesh for ex-
porting its products to third countries through specified Land Customs
Stations/Airports/Seaports and invited the Bangladesh business communi-
ty for using its port infrastructure for transhipment to third countries. India
has also been providing free transit to Bangladesh for exporting its prod-
ucts to Nepal and Bhutan. The return cargo under ACMP will increase the
marketability of goods from the region in other states with reduced cost of
transportation. Full operationalization of ACMP will open a new window of
opportunities for the landlocked northeast.

Bangladesh seaport 
hopes for Northeast

Dr. Daleep Pandita

W ith the hefty cryptomarket of more than $ 2 trillion, cryptocur-
rency is rapidly becoming fast growing parallel economies in

the world . This virtual form of currency devoid of any physical form
which is transacted through more than 5000 meme coins is neither re-
deemable nor have any control of the regulator. This cryptomarket has
not witnessed much volatility as seen in the share markets that has
earned the trust and confidence of investors to become the main rea-
son of investment in this hidden market without fear of losing money on
this platform. Currently this virtual currency has evolved as an integral
part of international economy due to its secure and comfortable means
of financial transitions all across the globe and has ultimately emerged
as a dependable tool of diversification for investment. Due to its func-
tioning and mode of operation, this growing trend of crypto investment
is not only dangerous for any financial system but is posing variety of
serious threats to our national economy thereby trying to destabilise
safety and security of India. Although it is not a legal tender like that of
a flat money in our country, but it has been the demand of our financial
system to critically analyse the pros and cons of this form of currency
before introducing it in to our economic system. Primarily due to its
basic and inherent threats attached to it this risky cryptocurrency busi-
ness due to is hidden transitions in absence of the control of any regula-
tor ultimately result into financial instability and economic crises due to
increase in financial frauds and promotion of economic crimes during
these operations. It creates improper utilization and misappropriation
of funds both at micro and macro level of operations. Cryptocurrency is
the main reason of promoting money laundering that have multiple ef-
fects on financial stability and violates all norms and foreign exchange
principles by virtue of its operations. This type of uncontrollable finan-
cial transactions evade both direct and indirect taxations affecting gov-
ernment revenue resulting into heavy losses to the government excheq-
uer. The unaccountable transactions through crypto exchanges drasti-
cally bring down the value of operating currencies bankrupting the na-
tions as a whole. Besides posing serious external and internal threats to
the safety and security of our country, cryptocurrency in India is mainly
creating safe havens for promoting corruption at national level in gen-
eral and helping in abetting terrorism in our Union Territory in particu-
lar. Now hidden transactions under the ambit of cryptocurrency has
proved safe method for indulging in to heavy and bulk give and take
form of corruption at highest levels of our society. Of late money han-
dlers across our borders engaged in promoting terrorism has adopted
this new technique of using unnoticeable cryptocurrency exchanges in
luring youth and abetting terrorist activities particularly in Jammu and
Kashmir. This unlawful financial trend can not be ignored merely by the
directives issued by our financial regulator, Reserve Bank of India but
warrants immediate attention of government of the day. Realising such
dangerous consequences, even countries like China, Turkey, Gulf
Nations and some of the European countries have already banned cryp-
tocurrency in their economy. Lessons need to be drawn from the expe-
riences of these countries which can be of immense assistance in bring-
ing out the legislation with adequate teeth for curbing this fast growing
economic menace thereby also sending a strong message to the unau-
thorized lobby of hidden investors promoting this risky and dangerous
crytocurrency business in India.

((AAuutthhoorr  iiss  ffoorrmmeerr  RReeggiioonnaall  MMaannaaggeerr  wwiitthh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa  PPSSUU))

Threats of cryptocurrency

Y ou may have heard
about the longevity diet,

and its promise of an extended
life span but what exactly is it
and is it any different to other
diets promoting good health?
The longevity diet is a set of eat-
ing recommendations compiled
by a biochemist called Valter
Longo, director of the
University of Southern
California's Longevity Institute.
He is known for his research on
the role of fasting, the effects of
nutrients on your genes and
how these may impact ageing
and the risk of diseases. While
the longevity diet has been tar-
geted to older adults, it is also
recommended for younger peo-
ple. Longo has said he plans to
live to 120 by following this diet.

So, what does the 
diet look like?

Foods in this diet are vegeta-
bles, including leafy greens,
fruit, nuts, beans, olive oil, and
seafood that's low in mercury. So
most foods in the longevity diet
are plant based. Plant-based
diets are generally higher in vi-
tamins and minerals, dietary
fibre, antioxidants and lower in
saturated fat and salt, which
lead to health benefits. Foods
that are discouraged are an ex-
cess of meat and dairy, and
those high in processed sugar
and saturated fats.For people
who don't want to go without
dairy, the longevity diet recom-
mends switching from cow's
milk to either goat's or sheep's
milk, which have a slightly dif-

ferent nutrient profile. But
there is little evidence sheep's
and goat's milk provide more
health benefits. Including fer-
mented dairy (such as cheese
and yoghurt) in your diet, as
recommended in the longevity
diet, is beneficial as it provides
a more extensive microbiome
(good bacteria) than any milk.

Have you seen 
this diet before?

Many of you may recognise
this as a familiar dietary pat-
tern. It is similar to the
Mediterranean diet, especially
as both feature olive oil as the
oil of choice. The
Mediterranean diet is promoted
and backed by a considerable
body of evidence to be health
promoting, reducing the risk of
disease, and promoting longevi-
ty. The longevity diet is also sim-
ilar to many national, evidence-
based dietary guidelines, in-
cluding Australia's. Two-thirds
of the recommended foods in
the Australian dietary guide-
lines come from plant-based
foods (cereals, grains, legumes,
beans, fruits, vegetables). The
guidelines also provide plant-
based alternatives for protein
(such as dried beans, lentils and
tofu) and dairy (such as soy-
based milks, yoghurts and
cheeses, so long as they are sup-
plemented with calcium).

Intermittent fasting
Another aspect of the

longevity diet is the specified
periods of fasting, known as in-
termittent fasting. The diet ad-
vocates eating in a 12-hour time-
frame, and not eating for three
to four hours before bed time.
Typically with intermittent
fasting people fast for 16 20
hours with a four to eight hour
window of eating. Another in-
termittent fasting option is the
5:2 diet, in which eating is re-
stricted to about 2,000 3,000 kilo-
joules for two days of the week
and for the other five days, eat-
ing normally. The evidence indi-
cates intermittent fasting may

lead to improvements in insulin
resistance, which leads to better
blood glucose control. This can
reduce your risk of type 2 dia-
betes and other chronic dis-
eases, such as heart disease and
obesity.

Maintain a healthy weight
The longevity diet recom-

mends that people who are over-
weight eat only two meals a day
breakfast and either a midday
or evening meal plus just two
low-sugar snacks. This is to try
to reduce kilojoule intake for
weight loss. Another important
aspect of this recommendation
is to reduce snacking, particu-
larly of foods high in saturated
fat, salt or sugar. These are the
foods we typically refer to as dis-
cretionary/ sometimes foods, or
ultra-processed foods. These
offer little nutritional value, and
in some cases are linked to
worse health outcomes.

Eat a rainbow of colours
The longevity diet recom-

mends eating foods rich in nu-
trients, which most national di-
etary guidelines also advocate.
This means eating a diet rich in
plant foods, and a variety of
foods within each food group.
Each colour fruit and vegetable
contains different nutrients, so
eating a range of coloured fruit
and vegetables is recommend-
ed. The recommendation to se-
lect a range of wholegrains over
refined cereals, breads, pasta
and rice also reflects the best
nutritional evidence.

Restrict protein intake
This diet recommends a re-

stricting protein intake to 0.68-
0.80g per kilogram of body
weight per day. This is 47-56g of
protein a day for a 70 kg person.
For reference each of these foods
contains about 10g of protein:
two small eggs, 30g cheese, 40g
lean chicken, 250mL dairy milk,
3/4cup lentils, 120g tofu, 60g nuts
or 300mL soy milk. This is in line
with government recommenda-
tions. Most Australians easily
consume this level of protein in

their diet. However it is the eld-
erly population, to whom the
longevity diet is targeted, who
are less likely to meet their pro-
tein requirements. In the
longevity diet it is recommended
most of the protein comes from
plant sources or fish. This may
require special planning to en-
sure a complete range of all the
nutrients needed if the diet is
missing red meat.

Are there any 
problems with this diet?

This diet recommends taking
a multivitamin and mineral
supplements every three to four
days. Longo says this prevents
malnourishment and won't
cause any nutritional problems.
However, many health bodies
including the World Cancer
Research Fund, the British
Heart Foundation and the
American Heart Association do
not recommend taking supple-
ments to prevent cancer or
heart disease. Supplements
should only be taken on your
doctor's advice, following a
blood test showing a deficiency
in a specific nutrient. This is be-
cause some vitamins and min-
erals may be harmful in high
quantities. If you are eating a
variety of foods across all food
groups, you are meeting all your
nutrient requirements and
shouldn't need supplements.

The verdict?
This longevity diet is a compi-

lation of many aspects of evi-
dence-based healthy eating pat-
terns. We already promote these
as they improve our health and
reduce the risk of developing
chronic diseases. All of these as-
pects of healthy eating could
lead to increased longevity.
What's not mentioned in the
longevity diet is the importance
of exercise for good health and
a long life.

(Writer is Program Director of
Nutrition and Food Sciences,

Accredited Practising Dietitian,
University of South Australia)

Longevity' diet: Will it really make you live longer?

Cancer in the under 50s is rising, globally

EVANGELINE MANTZIORIS
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Reduce output

New Delhi: Union
minister Nitin
Gadkari asked the
sugar industry to re-
duce the production of
sweetner stressing
that higher output
would create problem
for the future.
Speaking at the ISMA
conference here, the
minister for road
transport and high-
ways suggested that
the alternative for
sugar is ethanol. “My
request is reduce the
production of sugar
otherwise the future
is very bad,” the min-
ister said. “If you are
going to increase
more production it
will create more com-
plication more prob-
lem for the future,”
the minister ex-
plained.

Digital 
transformation

New Delhi: HDFC
Bank has entered into
a long-term partner-
ship with London
Stock Exchange
group’s Refinitiv for
digital transforma-
tion, new customer ac-
quisition and reduce
costs. Refinitiv is one
of the world’s largest
providers of financial
markets data and in-
frastructure. The
long-term strategic
agreement with
HDFC Bank, India’s
largest private sector
bank, will support dig-
ital transformation
and innovation pro-
grammes across the
whole business in
India, said a release.
Under the multi-year
agreement, compre-
hensive access to
Refinitiv’s data and
products will enable
HDFC Bank to realise
new customer oppor-
tunities and fast-track
its innovation agenda
while reducing total
cost, said the release.
It will foster innova-
tion and boost cost
savings across multi-
ple bank divisions
such as wealth man-
agement, capital mar-
kets and global mar-
kets, risk, compliance,
and customer on-
boarding.

Nursing seats

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment should look
at increasing the
number of nursing
seats in the country in
order to enhance
healthcare access,
Apollo Hospitals Joint
Managing Director
Sangita Reddy said on
Wednesday. Speaking
to PTI on the sidelines
of a FICCI event here,
she noted that the
number of medical
colleges has already
been enhanced and in-
crease in the nursing
seats would lead to
further strengthening
of the country’s
healthcare system.
“We are very appre-
ciative of the steps
the government is
taking in the field of
healthcare. Our one
pending big request is
nursing.

Pune, Sep 22:

The successful imple-
mentation of digital pay-
ment systems in India has
proved the naysayers
wrong, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
here. Speaking on `20
years of Modi governance’
before a gathering of BJP
workers here, she credited
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s approach to gover-
nance and his trust in peo-
ple for this success.
During the lockdown in-
duced by the COVID-19
pandemic, people received
money in their bank ac-
counts just by pressing a
button, she said. “If they
could not go to the bank or
did not know how to take
it, the bank Mitra went to
the village and delivered
their money,” she said.
During the same period
some “advanced
economies” were writing

(aid) checks, putting them
in an envelope and send-
ing them to people
through the post, she
noted. Several doubts were
raised about how electron-
ic payments would work,
especially in rural areas
where Internet connectivi-
ty is patchy, but now “in
spite of COVID India leads
the world in UPI pay-
ments,” said the finance
minister. It was Modi’s ap-
proach to governance
which starts with “trust
our people, trust our in-
dustry, trust our women
and trust our families,”

that made the difference,
Sitharaman said. A few
years ago, a UPA minister
had said it was impossible
to popularize electronic
payments as “how would
one pay Rs 7 to a vegetable
vendor electronically”,
she said. This doubt has
been dispelled now, she
added. When the
Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance was
in power, a new corruption
scam would emerge every
day, but in the last eight
years nobody has even
“carelessly” accused the
Modi government of cor-
ruption, the BJP leader
said. Sitharaman also
spoke about how the pro-
file of Padma awards re-
cipients had changed
under the Modi govern-
ment. “We do not know
any of them. They are
picked from the hinter-
lands, from the corners of
the country.

‘Success in popularizing digital 
payment has proved sceptics wrong’

PROMOTIONAL EVENT

BCCI President Sourav Ganguly poses with Lux Industries Chairman Ashok Todi poses for photos during a
promotional event, in Kolkata, Thursday, Sept. 22.

New Delhi, Sep 22: 

Knowledge, innovation
and sustainability are
going to be the key words
for the industry in the
coming years and compa-
nies which will invest in
research will become lead-
ers, a top government offi-
cial said on Thursday.
Secretary in the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Anurag
Jain said industry is going
to be driven by knowledge,
innovation and sustain-
ability in the coming 25
years. “Only that particu-
lar company will become
leader which invests in re-
search, and innovation,”
he said at a function here.
Talking about challenges
for the industry in the
coming years, Jain said
the western world is going

to move to another kind of
non-tariff barriers.

People used to talk
about labour laws, child
labour and sustainability,
but “now people are al-
ready talking about
human rights and they are
going to link it to the busi-
ness. So we also have to be
ready to keep an eye on
that,” he added. The secre-
tary further said a group
is working on ‘Vision
2047’. There are different

groups of secretaries
which are working on dif-
ferent areas on the vision.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has set an ambitious
target of making India a
developed nation by 2047.
“So what our finance min-
istry and the economists of
the country have come out
with...They have created
three scenarios of India’s
growth in these 25 years.
The most pessimistic,
most optimistic and the
most realistic. “The most
realistic scenario says that
today we are USD 3.2 tril-
lion economy, (by) 2047 we
will be USD 32.8 trillion
economy, 10 times in these
25 years,” he said. Jain
said now it is upto the gov-
ernment, industry and the
citizens of the country to
work together to ensure
that this scenario actually
unfolds.

Knowledge, innovation, sustainability
key words for industry: DPIIT Secy

New Delhi, Sep 22: 

The government will
“very soon” announce the
export quota of sugar for
the next marketing year
starting October, Food
Secretary Sudhanshu
Pandey said.

He did not disclose the
quantity of sugar exports
that will be allowed for the
2022-23 marketing year
(October-September).
“Very soon,” Pandey told
reporters here when
asked about the new ex-
port policy and quota for
the 2022-23 marketing
year.

The secretary was
speaking on the sidelines
of a sugar and ethanol
conference organised by
the Indian Sugar Mills
Association (ISMA) and
Datagro. In May, the gov-

ernment imposed restric-
tions on the export of
sugar beyond 10 million
tonnes, but later allowed
another 1.2 million tonnes
of shipments, taking the
total to 11.2 million tonnes
for the 2021-22 marketing
year. India’s sugar exports
stood at 7 million tonnes
in the 2020-21 marketing
year, 5.9 million tonnes in
2019-20 and 3.8 million
tonnes in 2018-19. Industry

body ISMA President
Aditya Jhunjhunwala
said the sugar production
after the diversion of
sugar for 2022-23 is esti-
mated at 35.5 million
tonnes while the domestic
demand is 27.5 million
tonnes.

“We can export 8 mil-
lion tonnes of sugar in
2022-23 marketing year. We
have urged the govern-
ment to announce export
quota and overall policy at
the earliest,” he said. he
export window is till
March only, after which
Brazilian sugar will come
into the global market,
Jhunjhunwala said.
Indian Sugar Mills
Association (ISMA) presi-
dent had written a letter to
food and consumer affairs
minister Piyush Goyal in
this regard.

Govt will very soon announce sugar export
quota for 2022-23 mkt year: Food Secy

Mumbai, Sep 22: 

Private sector lender
Axis Bank on Wednesday
said government man-
dates on the payments
space ensure that no one
can make money in the
segment. The bank’s chief
executive and managing
director Amitabh
Chaudhry feared that
smaller entities will not be
able to survive amid such
diktats. The comments
from Axis Bank, which
also runs the payments
company Freecharge,
come amid a debate on
whether merchant dis-
count rate (MDR) should
be levied on the very popu-
lar UPI platform. The gov-
ernment, which wants to
popularise digital pay-
ments, has been insisting
that no charges should be
levied. “What the govern-

ment is doing is that
they’re taking out the en-
tire P&L (profit and loss)
opportunity for us. So if
you look at the payments
space, no one can make
any money in the country
at all. You have to use pay-
ments as a platform to
make money somewhere
else,” Chaudhry said at the
Global Fintech Fest here.
The worry is that more
and more of such de-
mands will emerge, which

will take away revenue
and profitability pools and
then only the big entities
can survive and small
players will struggle, he
added. The challenges em-
anating from regulatory
and governmental man-
dates are not limited to
payments alone, he said,
pointing to difficulties
with priority sector lend-
ing (PSL) requirements.
“The regulators do ask
banks to do a lot of the
things which don’t make
money for us, even though
they fully understand that
they need to allow us to do
something where we make
money to fund lot of areas
where we don’t make
money,” he said. For in-
stance, Chaudhry said,
commercial banks have a
40 per cent PSL require-
ment, which has 15 sub-
sections.

Govt norms ensure no one makes money in payments
space, says Axis Bank head Amitabh Chaudhry

MMuummbbaaii,,  SSeepp  2222::  Movin, a logis-
tics brand launched in May this
year through a joint venture
between UPS and InterGlobe
Enterprises has announced the
expansion of its network to 28
cities across metros and Tier I &
II markets. 
As part of its strategic expan-
sion, Movin is also establishing
its hubs across the country with
the most recent one being added
in Bhiwandi, Maharashtra. Movin
plans to develop 10 more Hubs
as part of its strategy to connect
more regional centers by Q1
2023. This will further strength-
en its offerings and boost its
capability to capture the ever-

expanding opportunity in the
B2B logistics space. Through this
expansion of operations, sup-
ported by tech-driven innova-
tions, Movin’s Express End-of-
day and Standard Premium
delivery services will now be
catering to B2B customers
across more than 2000+ pin
codes. Movin’s unique offering
includes a fully predictable, day
and time definite service across
the country. 

Its rapidly growing network
overboth air and ground enables
an uninterrupted flow of goods
that is backed by consistent, pre-
dictable, and responsive opera-
tions. 

Movin’s expansion by estab-
lishing new hubs across India,
increasing the number of pin
codes for pickup and delivery,
collaborating with multiple
stakeholders and operating dedi-
cated customer experience cen-
ters is setting a benchmark in
service quality and providing
value-based solutions to the cus-
tomers.

Movin expands its
network to 28 cities

New Delhi, Sep 22: 

Stating that there is “ex-
treme volatility and uncer-
tainty” in the present envi-
ronment, JK Paper Vice
Chairman and Managing
Director Harsh Pati
Singhania on Wednesday
said he is nevertheless
very “optimistic” about
the country’s growth po-
tential.

The whole intersection
of human resources, tech-
nology and desire at the
policy-making level is very
favourable, Singhania said
at the All India
M a n a g e m e n t
Association’s (AIMA)
National Management
Convention. However, he
added there is extreme
volatility in commodity
prices, inflation and
geopolitics. “Even if you
are in domestic business, it

is bound to have an effect,”
he said, adding that navi-
gating through the situa-
tion is a challenge for busi-
ness leaders. Moreover, be-
cause of the technology
and complexity of today’s
world, companies need to
have a very differently
skilled and thinking work-
force, whether it is mana-
gerial or at a lower level.
Replying to a question on
India’s growth potential
over the next five years,
Singhania said, “I am opti-
mistic.

Current situation extremely 

volatile but optimistic on India’s growth

potential, says H P Singhania

BSH Home Appliances
to conduct an All-India

Free Service Camp
MMuummbbaaii,,  SSeepp  2222:: BSH Home
Appliances, Europe’s largest
home appliances manufacturer
and one of the world’s leading
companies in the sector is all set
to conduct an All-India Free
Service Camp (FSC) across 115
cities in India.  The Free Service
will be conducted across major
states including Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Punjab, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka among others. During
this camp, customers have
availed benefits like a 20% dis-
count on extended warranty, a
10% discount on spare parts,
accessories, and consumables,
and a complete waiver on visit
and labour charges. BSH cus-
tomer service offers a diverse
range of consumables and acces-
sories, including descalers,
detergents, dishwasher tablets,
dust covers, pedestals, and more.
The camps held previously have
received an overwhelming
response and consumers said
they are looking forward to or
would be keen on attending such-
service camps in the future too.

Pune, Sep 22:  

With the insight to cre-
ate the visionary political
thinkers of tomorrow, MIT
School of Government
(MIT-SOG) kick started a 3-
dayAnnual National
Conclave, Bharatiya
Chhatra Sansad (Indian
Student Parliament) from
today in Pune,
Maharashtra. The event
will see top political lead-
ers and eminent personali-
ties of the country sharing
their enriching experi-
ences and thoughts with
the future of our country
from  Sept 15th to  Sept
17th. Known to be the
largest platform for the po-
litically inclined youth of
Bharat, this year’s BCS
marked the 12th edition of
inspiring youth and
strengthening democracy.
Rahul V. Karad, Managing

Trustee & Executive
President, MAEER’s MIT
and Executive President,
MIT World Peace
University & Chief
Initiator, MIT School of
Government, delivered the
welcome address which
filled students with great
enthusiasm for this mega
event. The visionary.
Rahul V. Karad, who is also
the Founder and Chief
Patron of Bharatiya
Chhatra Sansad,empha-
sised “India is the spiritual

capital of the world, we
have always been liberat-
ed. We Indians are original
thinkers. We must practice
to ‘Be the change we wish
to see in the world today’.
Educated people must
enter into politics. He also
proposed that it is time for
the Indians to come out of
colonisation mindset and
change the name of India
to Bharat. A movement
has been initiated by the
students of MIT already to-
wards this purpose.

MIT-SOG kicks off
Indian Student Parliament

Mumbai, Sep 22: Equity
indices fell on Thursday,
mirroring weak global
market trends following
the US Federal Reserve’s
interest rate hike and
hawkish stance. The 30-
share BSE Sensex de-
clined 337.06 points or 0.57
per cent to settle at
59,119.72. During the day, it
tanked 624 points or 1.04
per cent to 58,832.78. The
NSE Nifty went lower by
88.55 points or 0.50 per cent

to end at 17,629.80. Among
the 30-share Sensex pack,
Power Grid, HDFC Bank,
HDFC, Axis Bank, Bajaj
Finserv, ICICI Bank and
UltraTech Cement were
the major laggards. On the
other hand, Titan,
Hindustan Unilever, Asian
Paints, Maruti and ITC
were among the gainers.

Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended lower.

Sensex falls for 2nd day; down
337 points post Fed rate hike

Mumbai, Sep 22: The
rupee plunged 90 paise to
close at an all-time low of
80.86 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Thursday
after the US Federal
Reserve’s interest rate
hike and its hawkish
stance weighed on in-
vestor sentiments. Forex
traders said the US Fed’s
rate hike and escalation of
geopolitical risk in
Ukraine sapped risk ap-
petite. Moreover, the
strength of the American
currency in the overseas
market, a muted trend in
domestic equities, risk-off
mood and firm crude oil
prices weighed on the
rupee. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local currency opened
at 80.27, then fell further to
an all-time intra-day low of
80.95 against the

American currency. It fi-
nally ended at 80.86, down
90 paise over its previous
close of 79.96. The US Fed
hiked interest rates by 75
basis points to 3-3.25 per
cent. It was the third
straight 75 basis points
hike. Fed Chair Jerome
Powell reiterated the cen-
tral bank’s commitment to
taming inflation.

Rupee tanks 90 paise 
to close at all-time low of
80.86 against US dollar

ACROSS

1. Dishonor

6. Cartoonist Disney

10. Trigonometry, e.g.

14. Twangy

15. Operatic melody

16. ____ vera

17. Track shapes

18. Relax

19. Vocalist ____ Turner

20. Bawled

21. Not fitting

22. Cake decorator

23. Washington, DC time zone

25. Earliest

27. Dampen

31. Unrefined metal

32. Concurrence

35. Slightest

39. Savings plan (abbr.)

40. Relieve

42. Barnyard sound

43. Jeans material

45. Party ribbons

47. Bad grade

49. Renters

50. Declares

54. Compass reading (abbr.)

55. Film legend ____ Hayworth

56. Run after

59. Gush

63. Dinner or lunch

64. Party giver

65. Tent post

66. Good's opponent

67. A great lake

68. Zodiac ram

69. Refute

70. Cut grain

71. Least desirable

DOWN

1. TV static

2. Own

3. Memo letters

4. Toy dog breed

5. Overhead railways

6. Alert

7. Neighborhood

8. Speech defects

9. Skin design

10. Afternoon performance

11. Rocker ____ Cooper

12. Hues

13. Purple ____

21. Things

24. Cooking container

26. New ____, Louisiana

27. Hotel employee
28. Fairy-tale fiend
29. Tehran's country
30. Loch ____ monster
33. Pecan, e.g.
34. Small pie
36. Hymnal word
37. Variety
38. Fling
41. Gaggle members
44. In the best-case scenario
46. Conductor's title
48. Engraver
50. Carrying a weapon
51. Colander
52. Discolored spot
53. Beach
57. Japan's continent
58. Tread
60. Poker holding
61. Squeaks by
62. Sunset direction
65. Lumberjack's tool
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A current or potential love relationship
could hit a snag as you have a clash of wills.
If either of you is stubborn, this could turn
into an unpleasant power struggle. Try to
work out a course of action that creates a
win/win situation, so neither of you feels
compromised. In this way, the develop-
ment of your relationship will progress
rather than regress.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

An opportunity to increase your income by
working in an artistic or innovative manner
could come your way today, Pisces.
Technologies like film or computer graphics
may be involved. You may have doubts
about your ability to take this on, but that's
only your insecurity. Don't be timid. Have a
little confidence in yourself. Consider it all
carefully. If it seems workable, go for it!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Circumstances beyond your control may
frustrate your desire to get together with a
love partner today, Aries. Work or family
obligations could interfere. If your partner
has to beg off, don't get upset and start dol-
ing out blame. This won't help and could put
your friend on the defensive. Plan to meet
another day. Absence makes the heart grow
fonder!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Family who mean a lot to you can make your
home an even warmer and cozier place,
Taurus. You'll probably spend a lot of time fix-
ing it up in order to receive sincere compli-
ments. The only downside might be that your
current partner may not be there due to cir-
cumstances beyond anyone's control. Enjoy
the visit and invite your family to return when
your partner is there, if possible.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A long but necessary phone call from a close
friend or love partner could come at work
today, Gemini. Matters of immediate con-
cern need resolution. You might be uneasy
about taking company time, and could even
attract some unsettling attention, but you
need to have this conversation now. It prob-
ably won't have any long-term negative
effects, so do what you have to do. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today you might discover a previously
untapped talent, Cancer, perhaps an artis-
tic gift. This could be thrilling, but it will
probably take some getting used to. Your
first efforts might be tentative and uncer-
tain, but this is what usually happens when
you learn a new skill. Don't get discouraged
yet! Give yourself time. Eventually you'll
probably love what you do.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You should be looking especially attractive,
Leo. You may have an ethereal, mystical
look about you that attracts attention from
strangers. This won't be lost on your
friends, either. You could find it unsettling,
particularly if people get too attentive or if
a love partner gets jealous. Relax and enjoy
it anyway. Needless to say, this is a great
day to shop online for clothes!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your phone may seem haunted today,
Virgo. Calls might be filled with static,
you could get some phantom rings, or
callers may insist they tried to call when
your phone never rang. There probably
isn't any supernatural force at work, but it
might be a good idea check with your
phone company. There could be problems
with your equipment.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A reassessment of your financial goals
may be needed now, Libra. Some of your
expectations may be unrealistic, and
you might need to look at them in a
more practical light. This doesn't mean
they won't happen, just that they're apt
to take a little longer than you'd like.
Think of it as an opportunity to develop
patience. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Are you romantically attracted to
someone you know through work,
Scorpio? If so, this isn't a good time to
pursue it. You might be wearing your
heart on your sleeve a little too obvi-
ously. This could be unsettling for your
friend, and it might sabotage the
results you're hoping for. Be patient
and let the relationship develop.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Inspiration for writing, music, drawing,
painting, or other creative activities could
hover just out of reach today, Sagittarius.
Great ideas could pop into your head and
out just as quickly. The only way to avoid
the frustration of missing out on wonder-
ful ideas is to write them down as soon as
they come. Making notes can also stimu-
late further inspiration. Go for it!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This is a good time to forge new relation-
ships, Capricorn. Be open-minded if
someone you know approaches with a
proposal. Do your homework and examine
the potential risks, but this is a fine peri-
od in which to pursue something new.
Success and good fortune are coming.
Keep your eyes and ears open for oppor-
tunities. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Big B to 
narrate ‘The
Journey of
India’ for
Azadi Ka

Amrit
Mahotsav

A
new series called
'The Journey of
India', voiced by

megastar Amitabh
Bachchan, will have its
OTT release on October
10. The show will com-
memorate India's tapestry
of heritage, innovation
and contemporary mar-
vels that have paved the
way for cutting-edge ad-
vancement.

Spanning a wide range
of subjects, this one of a
kind series provides an
in-depth look at the na-
tion's progress, influences
and accomplishments
during the past 75 years;
from technological ad-
vancements, successful
space missions, the world
of cinema, fascinating
stories of faith found
across the length and
breadth of the country to
a diverse food culture.

The show will weave a
story with an extensive
collection of historical
footage, it will also have
inputs from a stellar line-
up of respected personali-
ties and subject matter ex-
perts.

'The Journey of India'
will premiere in India on
Discovery Channel, TLC,
Discovery Science,
Discovery Turbo and
DTamil on October, 10.

I
f Blockbuster enter-
tainment is what you
are looking for, there's

nowhere to be than on Zee
Cinema this weekend! Get
ready to board the roller-
coaster of solid entertain-
ment with the World
Television Premieres of
Heropanti 2 and Jersey on
Zee Cinema. Join Tiger
Shroff in Heropanti 2 and
fight the world of crime
like never before on 24th
September at 8pm and
ease your Sunday after-
noon with a heartwarm-
ing story with Shahid
Kapoor’s Jersey on 25th
September at 11am.

Action, drama and ro-
mance - Heropanti 2 has
all this and much more.
One hero, one villain and
one deadly cyber-crime! A
few masterminds plan to
loot all of the nation’s
bank accounts at once,

but the deadly crime lord
Laila's plans face chal-
lenges when ace hacker
Babloo catches his trail.
As the two give us a chase
of a lifetime, the film’s
catchy dialogues and
chartbuster music takes
the entertainment meter

to the max! Helming this
electrifying action-drama
we have Tiger Shroff,
Nawazuddin Siddiqui,
Tara Sutaria in lead roles
and Kriti Sanon in a spe-
cial appearance.

Once a champion, al-
ways a champion? A

question that is always in
debate. With Jersey we
follow the journey of a
talented but failed crick-
eter and his attempt at re-
claiming his lost title,
mend relationships at
home/ with his wife and
be the hero his son sees

him as. Working through
his struggles, we witness
a heartwarming cama-
raderie between him and
his son which eventually
becomes his center of mo-
tivation. Bringing this
moving tale to the cellu-
loid, we have the spectac-
ular Shahid Kapoor along
with the legendary actor
Pankaj Kapur in key
roles. Along with them,
we see Mrunal Thakur
and Prit Kamani in piv-
otal moments. The film
screens a strong narra-
tive padded with captivat-
ing performances and
music that ties it all to-
gether.

So, tune-in to catch dou-
ble blast of entertain-
ment with the World
Television Premieres of
Heropanti 2 and Jersey
on 24th and 25th
September respectively.

World TV premieres of ‘Heropanti 2’
and ‘Jersey’ on Zee Cinema

A
ctor Neha Joshi will essay the
lead character Yashoda in &TV’s
new family drama Doosri Maa.

The story revolves around Yashoda
(Neha Joshi), who lives in Uttar Pradesh
with her husband, two daughters, and
in-laws. Her happy, peaceful family life
comes to a screeching halt when she
and her husband unknowingly adopt
his illegitimate child, Krishna, played
by Aayudh Bhanushali. The show cap-
tures the lead protagonist, Yashoda, 's
journey of coming to terms with her
husband’s past and her conflicted, rocky
relationship with her stepson.

In this candid interview, Neha Joshi
discusses her new show, her character,
life after marriage and more.

Tell us about your character in
Doosri Maa.

Yashoda is a devoted housewife and a
social worker. She is a loving, practical,
and pragmatic woman. She has two
daughters and is proud of them. She is
never disrespectful but does not hesitate
to let others know she won’t allow any-
one to insult her. She has her unique
and witty way of making people realise
their mistakes. During her work, she
meets Maya, a single unmarried moth-
er, on her deathbed and promises to pro-
vide for her only child Krishna, with a
safe and secure future.

How much do you relate to Yashoda
in your personal life?

I do have a few similarities with
Yashoda's character. I, just like Yashoda,
also take a realistic approach to life and
dislike deception. I respect others and
enjoy being appreciated. The most im-
portant thing, however, is that I love my
family and my husband.

Being a Maharashtrian, how did
you work on the dialect, given that
the show is based in the backdrop of
Uttar Pradesh?

As an artist, I love to accept new chal-
lenges. It gives me a sense of satisfac-
tion and helps me evolve as an actor.
There is always new learning waiting to
be explored. Being a Maharashtrian, I
had to adapt to the UP dialect and way of
life. I had to undergo an extensive work-
shop to understand the nuances and get
into the skin of the character. I also met
a couple of women from UP to under-
stand and observe their mannerisms

and way of life. My theatrical back-
ground also helps to adapt and portray
the character effectively. Imtiaz Punjabi,
the director, is a perfectionist and ex-
tremely particular about everything. I
had worked with him previously in Ek
Mahanayak – Dr B.R. Ambedkar, so it
was easy to understand and adapt to his
requirements.

Do you believe playing a mother
again will limit you and lead to type-
casting?

What matters is the character's per-
sonality, journey, and portrayal. A
strong character not only stands out but
also helps an artist evolve. I strongly be-
lieve in essaying characters that relate
to the audience and stand out. Yashoda's
character allows me to explore and
highlight the various aspects of her per-
sonality. Typecasting is no longer a bar-
rier to selecting the right roles. Times
have changed, and the audience appreci-
ates our acting prowess.

Watch Neha Joshi as Yashoda in
Doosri Maa, premiered on September
20th, airing every Monday to Friday at 8
pm only on &TV!

‘Typecasting is no longer a 
barrier to selecting right roles’

B
ollywood actress
Kirti Kulhari, who
made her mark in

the industry with
'Khichdi: The Movie' is
all set for her short film
'The List' opposite Angad
Bedi. She spoke about
her role and how it is
going to be different
from her previous proj-
ects.

She said: "It's a story of
a couple who live togeth-
er and supposedly do
everything together. It is
an emotionless, expres-
sionless, feelingless enti-
ty that we both are play-
ing. That's what the film
is about. It's not one
which has character
traits and all of that. It's
something that people
will really understand
once they see the film. I
don't know how to define
my role and put it into

characteristic traits."
The short film is all
about urban couple and
the complications in
their relationship. It
brings out the issues re-
lated to modern relation-
ships. Kirti, who was
seen in movies such as
'Shaitan', 'Pink',
'Blackmail' and the web
series 'Four More Shots
Please'. And now being
part of the short film is
completely a different ex-
perience for her.

She added: "It's com-
pletely different from
what I have ever done be-
fore. I am known to be
somebody who portrays
emotions well, someone
who has feelings on her
face and her eyes. People
like me because I am
able to emote. And as I
said, there is no emotion
in this film."

Kirti Kulhari opens up on
playing a character without

emotions in ‘The List’

K
ajal Aggarwal, who has now taken
a liking for horse riding, said that
our bodies could change but our

indomitable spirit and burning passion
need not. The actress, who only months
after delivering a baby, is back at work

shooting for director Shankar's much-
awaited 'Indian 2', featuring Kamal
Haasan in the lead, took to Instagram to
explain how she has got back into the
grind because of her determination and
passion for cinema.

Posting a video clip of her riding a
horse, she wrote: "Eager and excited, I
jumped back into work four months post-
partum! Little did I realise that it would
feel like starting from scratch. My body
wasn't the same as how it used to be. Pre-
baby, I could endure very long workdays

with taxing amounts of physical activi-
ty and then hit the gym."

"Post baby, it's been hard to get back
my energy levels. Mounting a horse, let
alone riding it seemed like a huge task!
My body protested with the martial arts
training that came so easily to me earli-
er." "Our bodies can change/ may change/
will change but our indomitable spirit
and burning passion, need not. We've got
to just keep showing up for ourselves and
consistently making each day count. It's
all about what we choose to prioritise to
focus on and not feel guilty about our
choices."

Commenting on 'Indian 2', she said: "I'm
so glad I've jumped back into the drill
with you. Stoked to learn new skills on
the job and pursue them as hobbies after.
So fortunate to be a part of this industry I
call home! Grateful for the opportunities
to constantly learn and become an up-
graded version of myself."

Our bodies can change, but our
spirit need not: Kajal Aggarwal
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New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Indian Premier
League (IPL) will return to
its original, pre-COVID-19,
home-and-away format
from the 2023 season, BCCI
President Sourav Ganguly
has conveyed to the Board's
affiliated state units.

The IPL has been held at
only a few venues since the
outbreak of COVID-19 in
2020 as the lucrative league
unfolded behind close doors
across three venues in UAE
-- Dubai, Sharjah and Abu
Dhabi.

In 2021 too, the tourna-
ment was held across four
venues -- Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Mumbai and
Chennai.

However, with the pan-
demic under control, the
cash-rich league will return
to its old format in which
each team plays one home
and one away match.

"The next season of
men's IPL will also go back
to the home and away for-
mat with all ten teams play-
ing their home matches at
their designated venues,"

read a Ganguly's note to
state units. The note gave
them a "snapshot" of the on-
going domestic season.

The BCCI is conducting a
full-fledged domestic season
for the first time since 2020
and all multi-day tourna-
ments will also return to
the traditional home and
away format. The BCCI is
also working to host the in-
augural edition of the
much-anticipated Women's
IPL early next year.

Nagpur, Sep 22 (PTI): 

India batter
Suryakumar Yadav on
Thursday played down
concerns regarding
Jasprit Bumrah's fitness,
saying there is "absolutely
nothing to worry about"
and the pace spearhead is
ready to return after re-
covering from his back in-
jury.

Bumrah didn't feature
in the opening T20I
against Australia with the
team management decid-
ing to give the pacer a little
more time since he was re-
turning after recovering
from a back injury.

The India pacer has
been out of action since
the end of the England
tour and also skipped the
Asia Cup due to the injury.

"Actually I am not
aware of any such com-
munication, it is not my
department, you should
not ask me about it
(laughs), these are for
physios and team manage-
ment to answer.

"But in the team, the en-
vironment is good and all

are first-class fit and ready
for second T20I,"
Suryakumar said during a
virtual press conference
when asked about
Bumrah's match fitness
and also where Umesh
Yadav fit in the scheme of
things. When he was
probed further on
Bumrah, Suryakumar

said: "Absolutely, he is
ready, nothing to worry."

India, sans Bumrah, put
up a shoddy performance
as they failed to defend 208
in the series opener, with
the pacers going for 150
runs.

However, Suryakumar
came out in defence of the
bowlers.

"Actually after the last
game, we didn't have any
discussion but as you have
seen last day the match
went on long and there
was also dew, and you also
have to give credit to them,
they kept attacking, we are
trying our best," he said.

Asked if Harshal's vari-
ations are becoming pre-
dictable, Suryakumar
said: "He is very deceptive.
I don't bat in net sessions
much, but as much as I
have played him and also
Bhuvi (Bhuvneshwar)
bhai is also difficult to de-
cipher...

"But Harshal's slower
balls and his different
variations are really de-
ceptive and he has just
come from an injury, so
this much benefit of doubt
should be allowed."

In batting, India's ag-
gressive approach reaped
dividends as KL Rahul,
Hardik Pandya and
Suryakumar Yadav took
the team across the 200-
mark after top order bat-
ters Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli were dis-
missed early.

London, Sep 22 (AP): 

Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal will team up in doubles
at the Laver Cup on Friday in
what Federer has announced
will the final match of his long
and illustrious career.
Federer, owner of 20 Grand
Slam titles, and his longtime
rival Nadal, owner of a men's-
record 22 major champi-
onships. will pair up for Team
Europe against the Team
World duo of U.S. Open semifi-
nalist Frances Tiafoe and Jack

Sock. The lineup for Day 1 at
the competition founded by
Federer's management com-
pany was announced
Thursday.
The singles matches will be
two-time Grand Slam runner-
up Casper Ruud against Sock,
and 2021 French Open finalist
Stefanos Tsitsipas against
Diego Schwartzman during the
day session, and three-time
major champion Andy Murray
against Alex de Minaur at
night, before the Federer-
Nadal doubles match. 

Bengaluru, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Senior men's hockey
team forward Lalit
Upadhyay wants to take
advantage of the home
conditions to end India's
48-year World Cup medal
drought when the country
hosts the game's show-
piece event next year.

India are set to host the
men's hockey World Cup
for the second consecutive
time jointly in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13
to 29 next year.

In the last edition of the
event in 2018, India
crashed out in the quarter-
finals losing 1-2 to the
Netherlands.

"Unfortunately, we con-
ceded a goal in the dying
minutes of the quarterfi-
nal game in the previous

World Cup in
Bhubaneswar but since
then the team has im-
proved leaps and bounds,
we are considered as seri-
ous contenders for the
title," Upadhyay said.

"Our aim now is to take
advantage of the home
crowd to showcase a scin-
tillating performance and
hopefully win a medal," he
added. India are placed in

Group D in the World Cup
along side England, Spain
and Wales. Since making
his debut in 2014,
Upadhyay has so far
turned out for India in 133
matches and was also a
member of the team's his-
toric bronze medal-win-
ning side at the Tokyo
Olympics. But Upadhyay,
who has 31 goals to his
name, is in no mood to
take his place in the team
for granted. "I feel very
proud while donning the
Indian jersey every time I
step onto the pitch, always
keeping in mind that this
could very well be the last
time I experience this.

"When I first joined, I
worked really hard to
make my place in the team
and worked on my fitness
to match the level of the
team," he said.

New York, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Teenaged Indian
Grandmasters Arjun
Erigaisi and R
Praggnanandhaa moved to
the quarterfinals after fin-
ishing second and fourth re-
spectively in the prelimi-
nary phase of the Julius
Baer Generation Cup online
rapid chess tournament
early on Thursday.

While World Champion
Magnus Carlsen finished
with 34 points, way ahead of
the second-placed Erigaisi,
who had 25 points,
American Hans Niemann
took the third spot with 24
points.

Praggnanandhaa, who
made a strong start with
three victories on day 1,
ended up with 23 points. His
tally included five wins,
eight draws and two defeats.

Carlsen was in stupendous
form, winning his last five
games including three on
the final day of the prelimi-
naries to end with 10 victo-
ries. His only loss was to
Niemann, against whom he
resigned after making only
one move. The 19-year-old
Erigaisi endured a poor
final day, losing to Vincent
Keymer (Germany) and
Dutch GM Anish Giri after
beginning with a draw
against Radoslaw Wojtaszek
of Poland. But despite a for-

gettable day, the Indian GM
managed to finish second.
He scored seven wins along
with four draws and four
losses. The 17-year old
Praggnanandhaa, on the
other hand, started the day
with a defeat at the hands of
USA's Levon Aronian be-
fore settling for a draw
against Giri. His win over
Croatia's Ivan Saric in the
15th and final round en-
abled him to finish a point
behind Niemann on 23
along with Keymer.

Canterbury, Sep 22 (PTI) 

The series already in the
pocket, India women's
cricket team captain
Harmanpreet Kaur wants
to give a befitting farewell
to veteran pacer Jhulan
Goswami by winning the
"special" final ODI against
England at the iconic
Lord's on Saturday.

Goswami, 39, is set to bid
adieu to the game after a
glorious two decade-long
career at the end of the on-
going tour of England, and
Harmanpreet feels a series
sweep would be the perfect
gift to the fast bowler.

"The Lord's game is very
special for us because it's
Jhulan's retirement and we
wanted to enjoy that game
without any pressure and
I'm really happy that we
were able to win today and

now we can just have fun in
that game," the India skip-
per said after trouncing
hosts England by 88 runs to
win a series on their soil
after 23 years.

The last time the Indian
women won an ODI series
in England was in 1999
when they triumphed 2-1.

"It's very important (to
win) because that will be

her last game. It will be a
very emotional moment for
all of us and we definitely
want to win that game,"
Harmanpreet said.

"Moreover, after winning
the series now we just want
to have fun because I know
it's the last game for her."

The skipper said
Goswami has been a true
inspiration for all the play-

ers, including herself.
"She's someone who has

taught us a lot," said
Harmanpreet, who made
her ODI debut at the 2009
World Cup under
Goswami's leadership.

"When I debuted she was
a leader and I learned a lot
from her and now our
young bowlers, like
Renuka (Singh) and
Meghna Singh, they are
also learning from her.
They are learning how she
bowls and getting that
rhythm from her. She's
been a great inspiration for
all of us and we've learned
a lot from her."

Harmanpreet, who
scored a sensational un-
beaten 143 off 111 balls on
Wednesday night, said
with the series already
sealed, India will play
freely at Lord's.

Glasgow, Sep 22 (AP): 

Ukraine finally lost a
game at Hampden Park,
beaten 3-0 by Scotland
which moved atop their
Nations League group.

The teams returned to
the place where Ukraine
won a World Cup playoff in
June, though neither will
go to the tournament in
Qatar in November be-
cause Wales advanced from
their knockout bracket.

Scotland dominated play
and wasted good scoring
chances before captain
John McGinn struck in the
70th minute with a low shot
after using his strength to
shrug off defender Valeriy
Bondar.

Substitute Lyndon Dykes

padded the lead with a pair
of headers from corners in
the 80th and 87th. Scotland
now leads Group 1 in the
Nations League second tier
by two points from Ukraine

with two rounds left.
Scotland hosts Ireland on
Saturday then travels to
play Ukraine again on
Tuesday. The group winner
will be promoted to the

Nations League top tier
when the next edition
starts in September 2024
and will be assured of a
place in the qualifying play-
offs for the 2024 European
Championship.

Ukraine next plays at
Armenia and then hosts
Scotland in Krakow in
neighboring Poland.
Ukrainian teams cannot
host international games
for security reasons during
the Russian military inva-
sion. Ukraine has found
Glasgow a welcoming
adopted home after its
World Cup playoff win
three months ago and
victory in June 2021
against Sweden in the
European Championship
round of 16.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Thursday appointed for-
mer apex court judge
Justice L Nageswara Rao
for amending constitu-
tion of Indian Olympic
Association and prepar-
ing electoral college.

A bench headed by
Justice D Y Chandrachud
said the ex-top court
judge would ensure a fair
and development-orient-
ed approach for the future
of the Olympics in the
country.

The apex court asked
Justice Rao to prepare a
road map for amending
the constitution and hold-

ing elections by
December 15, 2022.

It also gave its permis-
sion to Rajeev Mehta,
who is currently the sec-
retary general of IOA,
and Adille Sumariwalla,
vice president of IOA, to
participate in the
September 27 meeting
with the International
Olympic Committee.

"All logistical arrange-
ments shall be made
available to Justice Rao
by the Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, and to be re-
imbursed by IOA," the
bench, also comprising
Justice Hima Kohli, said.

The International

Olympic Committee
(IOC) on September 8 is-
sued a final warning to
IOA to "resolve its gover-
nance issues" and hold
elections by December,
failing which the world
sports body will ban
India.

The executive board of
the IOC, which met in
Lausanne, Switzerland
had also decided not to
recognise any "acting/in-
terim president" after
Narinder Batra's ouster
as Indian Olympic
Association president
and said it will deal with
secretary general Rajeev
Mehta as the main point
of contact.

Lisbon, Sep 22 (AP):

This year's World Cup
apparently won't be the
end for Cristiano Ronaldo.

The 37-year-old Portugal
star said he is not consid-
ering retiring from inter-
national soccer in
December after the tour-
nament in Qatar, and
plans to play at the 2024
European Championship.

"I'm still motivated. My
ambition is really high,"
Ronaldo said at an event
late Tuesday after being
recognized by the
Portuguese soccer federa-
tion for his scoring feats.

"I'm in a national team
with a lot of youngsters. I

want to be in the World
Cup and at Euros. I want
to make that commitment
now."

Ronaldo earlier this
year had already dis-
missed retirement talks
when asked if the World
Cup in Qatar would be his
last. The forward has been
struggling at Manchester

United and has not been
an undisputed starter with
the English club.

Ronaldo will enter the
World Cup holding the
men's all-time record of
117 international goals.

He is preparing with
Portugal for Nations
League matches at the
Czech Republic on
Saturday and against
Spain at home three days
later.

Winner of the inaugural
edition of the Nations
League in 2019, Portugal
trails Spain by one point
entering the final two
games. Only the group
winners will advance to
the Final Four.

Hyderabad, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Four people got injured
when a stampede-like situ-
ation prevailed on
Thursday at the
Gymkhana Grounds in the
city, where thousands of
cricket-lovers gathered to
buy tickets for the India-
Australia T20 match
scheduled here for
September 25.

The injured people, in-
cluding two women, were
hospitalised and were fine,
police said. The stampede-
like situation took place as
a large crowd tried to get
in at once when it rained,

they said. Police said they
faced a tough time in man-
aging the situation. About
15,000 people gathered at
the ground and some of
them said they arrived
there early today. Some of
them alleged that tickets
were sold in black.
Telangana Sports
Minister V Srinivas Goud
on Wednesday said tough
action would be taken
against those selling tick-
ets in black. Media reports
said the rush for tickets is
because Hyderabad is
hosting an international
match after over two
years.

4 injured in rush to buy
tickets for cricket match

in Hyderabad

SC appoints ex-judge Justice L Nageswara
Rao for amending constitution of IOA

Ronaldo says he is not planning
to retire after World Cup

IPL to return to its old home and away

format in 2023, confirms Ganguly

Kolkata, Sep 22 (PTI): 

BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly on Thursday said
the ICC chairmanship is
"not in my hands", playing
down strong speculation
that the former India cap-
tain could head to Dubai.
In July, the International
Cricket Council (ICC) Board
approved the process to
elect the next chairman of
the world body in
November. After the meet-
ing in Birmingham, it was

decided that with Greg
Barclay ending his tenure
this year, the election will
be decided by a simple
majority and the term of the
Chair will be for a two-year
period between December
1, 2022, to November 30,
2024.
Ganguly's name has been
doing the rounds since then.
But when asked about it,
the elegant batter of yester-
year just had this to say:
"ICC chairmanship is not in
my hands."

‘ICC chairmanship not in my hands’

Absolutely nothing to worry about,
Bumrah is ready: Suryakumar 

Federer, Nadal to team up in
doubles at Laver Cup on Friday

‘Want to capitalise on home advantage
to end WC medal drought’

Julius Baer Cup: Indian GMs Erigaisi,
Praggnanandhaa sail to quarterfinals

‘India eager to give befitting farewell to retiring Jhulan’Ukraine finally loses in Scotland,
3-0 in Nations League

Ukrainian Valeriy Bondar, left, fights for the ball with Scotland's Che
Adams during the UEFA Nations League soccer match between
Scotland and Ukraine, at Hampden Park, in Glasgow, Scotland.

Lalu, Nitish to meet Sonia
soon for Oppn unity

Patna, Sep 22 (PTI): 

RJD chief Lalu Prasad
has said that he along with
Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar would soon
meet Congress interim
president Sonia Gandhi,
in an effort to unite opposi-
tion parties ahead of the
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Prasad claimed that the
BJP wants to disturb com-
munal harmony in society
to hide the real issues that
people are facing.

"I along with Nitish
Kumar ji will meet Sonia
(Gandhi) ji in Delhi. I will
also meet Rahul Gandhi
after completion of his
padyatra' . The united op-
position will throw the
BJP out of power in the

next Lok Sabha polls,"
Prasad said while address-
ing the party's state coun-
cil meeting.

On Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's up-
coming visit to the
Seemanchal area of Bihar,
the former chief minister
said people need to be alert
and careful.

"BJP leaders might in-
stigate people of different
communities to fight with
each other in the state,"
Prasad said on Wednesday.

Seemanchal region has
a heavy concentration of
Muslim population. Shah
is scheduled to address
two rallies on September
23 and September 24 in
Purnea and Kishanganj
districts, respectively.

Visakhapatnam, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Two indigenously de-
signed and built Diving
Support Vessels (DSVs) of
the Indian Navy -- chris-
tened 'Nistar' and 'Nipun' --
were launched in
Visakhapatnam on
Thursday in the presence
of Navy Chief Admiral R
Hari Kumar. In his address
on the occasion, Admiral
Kumar described the
launching of the DSVs as
a "coming of age of the ex-
pertise and experience res-
ident in India's shipbuild-
ing industry".

The DSVs are first-of-its-
kind ships, indigenously
designed and built at
Hindustan Shipyard Ltd,
Vishakapatnam for the

Navy, the Indian Navy
said. 'Nistar' and 'Nipun'
were launched by achiev-
ing approximately 80 per
cent indigenous content, a
major step towards "self-
reliance". The DSV project

has generated local em-
ployment opportunities
and promoted indigenisa-
tion which will boost
India's economy, the Navy
said in a statement. Navy
chief's wife Kala Hari

Kumar, president of Navy
Wellness and Welfare
Association (NWWA),
performed the traditional
honour and named these
ships. These ships re-
ceived a thunderous
cheer from jubilant gath-
ering as they embraced
the welcoming waters of
the Bay of Bengal.

"It is a matter of great
pride and privilege to be
here on this historic occa-
sion of the launch of two
sophisticated and key
platforms of the Indian
Navy. Once commis-
sioned, these indigenous
Diving Support Vessels or
DSVs will serve as INS
Nipun and INS Nistar,"
the Navy chief said in his
address.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Thursday dismissed a plea
seeking modification of its
2017 order directing pay-
ment of final compensation
of Rs 60 lakh for each of the
families affected by the
Sardar Sarovar project on
the Narmada river. A three-
judge bench headed by
Justice D Y Chandrachud
said once the final settle-
ment package has been de-
termined as Rs 60 lakh per
family, the modification
would not hold as it would
be a substantive review of
the order of this court.

"The directions issued by
this court under Article 142
of the Constitution are not
susceptible to clarification
or modification in this appli-
cation. We find no merit in

this application, according-
ly, the application is dis-
missed," the bench said.

Advocate Sanjay Parikh,
advancing the arguments on
behalf of an oustee, submit-
ted that in items of the
Narmada Water Disputes
Tribunal, the entitlement of
the applicant should have
been for 4.293 hectares of
land. Parikh submitted that
a proper reading of the top
court's order would show
that the compensation
would have to be pegged at
30 lakh per hectare and the
actual compensation would
come to be Rs 1.28 crore.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Centre,
stated that the 2017 order
was passed under Article
142 and a modification or
clarification order cannot

be passed as that would be a
substantive review of the
court's decision.

The top court on
February 8, 2017, cleared the
decks for monetary compen-
sation for the oustees of the
Sardar Sarovar Project
(SSP) on river Narmada in
Madhya Pradesh by order-
ing Rs 60 lakh for each of
the families which are like-
ly to be displaced. Passing a

slew of directions to ad-
dress the grievances of 681
such families, the apex
court had ordered compen-
sation of Rs 60 lakh per
family for two hectares of
land with an undertaking
to be taken from them that
they would vacate the land
within one month failing
which the authorities
would have the right to
forcibly evict them.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Popular comedian and
actor Raju Srivastava was
on Thursday cremated in
the presence of family and
close friends here. The 58-
year-old comedian, one of
the most well-known names
in the comedy and film cir-
cles, died on Wednesday
morning at the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) after 41
days in hospital. He was ad-
mitted to AIIMS following a
heart attack while working
out at a Delhi hotel gym on
August 10.

Srivastava's mortal re-
mains were taken to his res-
idence in the South West
Delhi locality Dwarka, after
they were handed over to
the family yesterday. An
ambulance decked up with

white flowers left for the
Nigambodh Ghat cremato-
rium at Kashmere Gate
around 9 am for the funeral,
which also had veteran
poet-humorists Surendra
Sharma and Ashok

Chakradhar in attendance.
Srivastava's son
Ayushmaan performed the
last rites as per Hindu ritu-
als around 11 am, the come-
dian's younger brother
Dipoo told PTI. "We left

from the house in Dwarka
at about 9 am for the funer-
al. Our family members
from Kanpur and Lucknow
are here," he added.
Industry colleagues Sunil
Pal and Ahsaan Qureshi, di-
rector Madhur Bhandarkar
and singer Ram Shankar
along with hundreds of
fans also reached the venue
to pay last respects to the
comedian. "It was heart-
warming to see so many of
his fans and colleagues
come here to pay tribute to
Raju bhai," said Dipoo. The
family has yet to decide the
venue for the prayer meet,
he further said. Srivastava,
who joined the BJP in 2014
after a stint with the
Samajwadi Party, was adept
at finding humour in char-
acters struggling with
everyday difficulties.

Born in 1963 in Kanpur to
Ramesh Srivastava, a gov-
ernment employee and a
humour poet, and home-
maker mother Saraswati,
Srivastava was first noticed
for his resemblance to
megastar Amitabh
Bachchan and later became
popular for his observation-
al stand-up sketches in and
around his hometown. The
comic, whose career
spanned almost four
decades, played nameless
bit parts in hit Hindi films
such as "Maine Pyaar Kiya"
and "Baazigar" before gain-
ing nationwide fame as a
participant in the 2005 reali-
ty comedy competition
show "The Great Indian
Laughter Challenge".
Srivastava is also survived
by wife Shikha and daugh-
ter Antara.

Dalai Lama honoured as 15th
recipient of Spendlove Prize

Dharamsala, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Tibetan spiritual
leader the Dalai Lama
has been honoured with
the Alice and Clifford
Spendlove Prize in Social
Justice, Diplomacy and
Tolerance, his office said
on Thursday. He is the
15th recipient of the
award, founded by
Merced native Sherrie
Spendlove in 2005 at
University of California,
Merced.

"In naming the Dalai
Lama the latest recipient
of the Spendlove Prize,
UC Merced recognises a
global spiritual leader
committed to expressing
the importance of happi-
ness, compassion, warm-
heartedness, self-disci-

pline, friendship and
human solidarity
amongst our diversity,"
said Professor Nigel
Hatton, with the
Department of
Literatures, Languages
and Cultures.

Every year, the
Spendlove Prize honours
an individual who can
serve as a role model and
inspirational figure for
students, faculty and the
community surrounding
UC Merced.

The prize has an annu-
al value of USD 15,000
(Rs. 12,09,921). Former
US President Jimmy
Carter and Nobel laure-
ate Rigoberta Mench
Tum are among the dis-
tinguished Spendlove
laureates.

BMC denies permission for
Dussehra rally at Shivaji Park

Mumbai, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Mumbai civic body
has denied permission to
both the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
and the rival faction led by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde to
hold a Dussehra rally at the
Shivaji Park ground here
citing law and order con-
cerns. The dispute over the
iconic venue has now
moved to the Bombay High
Court which would be hear-
ing the petitions filed by
the rival factions on Friday.

The Uddhav Thackeray
faction maintained that it
would hold the annual
event at the Shivaji Park de-

spite the denial of permis-
sion while accusing the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) of fol-
lowing the BJP's script.

The Shiv Sena, founded
by Bal Thackeray, has been
holding its annual
Dussehra rally at the
Shivaji Park since 1966 ex-
cept for the last two years of
the coronavirus pandemic,
it said.

Deputy municipal com-
missioner (zone-2) in sepa-
rate letters sent to the two
factions on Wednesday de-
nied permission to use the
ground in central
Mumbai's Dadar area. The
Shinde faction had last
week obtained the nod for
holding the rally at the
MMRDA ground in Bandra
Kurla Complex (BKC) on
the same day, October 5, as
an alternative.

The Thackeray group too
has sought permission
from the BMC to hold its
rally at the MMRDA
ground, though Uddhav
Thackeray on Wednesday
vowed to hold the event at
the Shivaji Park.

In its letters rejecting the
applications, the BMC cited
remarks by the Shivaji
Park police station that "if
any one of the applicants is

granted permission to hold
the rally, this may create a
serious problem of law and
order in the sensitive area
of ??Shivaji Park".

On August 22, Anil Desai
of the Thackeray-led Sena
had applied to the BMC for
permission for Shivaji
Park. On August 30, MLA
Sada Sarvankar of the
Shinde faction also made a
similar application.
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Army Hospital (RR) Commandant Lt General Ashok Jindal and ADG Military Nursing Service Major General
Smita Devrani at the commissioning ceremony of the fifth batch of College of Nursing, Army Hospital (R&R),
in New Delhi.

COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Women police personnel along with students of Banaras Hindu University launch an awareness campaign
regarding the misuse of social media, under 'Mission Shakti Abhiyan', in Varanasi, Thursday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

̈ To both factions
of Shiv Sena Following the BMC's decision, the Bombay High Court on

Thursday allowed the Thackeray-led Sena to amend its earlier
petition so as to challenge the denial of permission. In the origi-
nal petition, the Sena had sought a direction for the BMC to de-
cide its application. A division bench of Justices R D Dhanuka and
Kamal Khata said it would hear the petition on Friday. The court
will also hear an application filed by Sada Sarvankar, opposing
the Thackeray-led Sena's petition.Sarvankar's application said
that the dispute as to who represents the "real Shiv Sena" was
pending before the Supreme Court, hence, the high court should
not hear or pass any directions on the present petition.

Dispute now before HC

Comic-actor Raju Srivastava cremated 

Aayushmaan Srivastava, son of comedian Raju Srivastava
performs last rites of his father at Nigambodh Ghat in New
Delhi, Thursday, 

SC dismisses plea seeking 
modification of 2017 order 

On compensation to oustees of Narmada project

Photos show girls
cleaning toilets at

govt school 

GGuunnaa  ((MMPP)),,  SSeepp  2222  ((PPTTII))::
Photographs showing girl
students cleaning toilets at a
government school in
Madhya Pradesh's Guna dis-
trict appeared in the local
media on Thursday, prompt-
ing state panchayat minister
Mahendra Singh Sisodia to
order a probe. The incident
came to light when reports in
this regard surfaced in the
media with photos of girls in
uniform cleaning toilets at a
primary and middle school
located in Chakdevpur village
in the district, an official said.
As the images found their
way to social media plat-
forms, state minister Sisodia
directed the Guna district col-
lector to probe the matter
and take action against guilty
officials, he said.

Minister orders probe

‘Diving Support Vessels ‘Nistar’,
Nipun’ launched in Vizag’

Chief of the Naval Staff Adm R Hari Kumar speaks during
launch of two Diving Support Vessels (Nistar & Nipun) in Vizag. 

Ahead of 2024 LS polls



Mishap
TThhaannee:: Four people were
killed after a portion of a
five-storey building col-
lapsed in Ulhasnagar
town of Maharashtra's
Thane district on
Thursday, authorities
said. A couple of other
persons were feared
trapped in the debris,
Ulhasnagar tehsildar
(revenue officer) Komal
Thakur said. Rescue and
relief operations were
underway, she said.

Protest 
KKoozzhhiikkooddee:: The suicide of
a former student of the
National Institute of
Technology (NIT) here
recently has prompted
supporters of the
Students Federation of
India (SFI) to stage a
protest demonstration on
the campus on
Wednesday. The student
of the Lovely Professional
University (LPU) in Mohali
in Punjab Agin S Dileep, a
native of Cherthala in
Kerala, had died by sui-
cide in his hostel room on
September 20.

Inquiry 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi LG V K
Saxena has ordered an
internal inquiry into the
alleged irregularities in
engagement of guest
teachers in AAP govern-
ment schools and embez-
zlement of funds in pay-
ment of salaries to
"ghost" teachers, LG
office sources said on
Thursday. 

Bribe
BBhhooppaall:: A clerk with
Madhya Pradesh water
resources department
was on Thursday held for
allegedly demanding and
accepting a bribe of Rs
40,000 from a man to
clear the latter's moth-
er's provident fund claim,
a Lokayukta special
police establishment offi-
cial said. 

Watery grave
BBaalllliiaa:: Two teenagers
were feared dead after
being swept away in the
Saryu river here where
they had gone to take a
bath, police said on
Thursday. Station House
Officer, Sikanderpur
police station, Yogesh
Yadav said Avnish Kumar
(17) and Kishan Kumar
(15), both residents of
Purcha village, were tak-
ing a bath in the river
along with two others
when they were swept
away.

Low29 24High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 17,629.80   8
59,119.72   8SENSEX

GOLD 50,023

SILVER 57,891

CC

C E N T R A L

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

RRaaiippuurr,, Friday, September 23,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

PAGE 11

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

BRIEF

Bollywood actor Sonu Sood
poses for photos with 

children, who received assis-
tance from him for their 

medical treatment, during an
event, in Patna, Thursday.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Multi-agency teams
spearheaded by the NIA ar-
rested 106 functionaries of
the radical Islamic outfit
Popular Front of India
(PFI) on Thursday in near
simultaneous raids at 93 lo-
cations in 15 states for al-
legedly supporting terror
activities in the country, of-
ficials said.

Officials described the
mega crackdown as the
"largest-ever investigation
process till date" against
the PFI.

Kerala, where the PFI
has some strong pockets, ac-
counted for the maximum
number of 22 arrests, offi-
cials said, adding that its
chairman O M A Salam was
among those arrested.

The arrests were made
by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA), the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and the po-

lice forces of the states con-
cerned. The PFI, formed in
2006, claims to strive for a
neo-social movement osten-
sibly for the empowerment
of marginalised sections of
India, and is often accused
by law enforcement agen-
cies of promoting radical
Islam. Maharashtra and
Karnataka accounted for 20
arrests each, Tamil Nadu

(10), Assam (9), Uttar
Pradesh (8), Andhra
Pradesh (5), Madhya
Pradesh (4), Puducherry
and Delhi (3 each) and
Rajasthan (2).

Details of all the arrested
functionaries were not im-
mediately available.

The officials said the
searches took place place at
the premises of persons al-
legedly involved in terror
funding, organising train-
ing camps and radicalising
people to join proscribed or-
ganisations.

Bijapur, Sep 22: 

Two suspected Maoist
couriers were arrested in
Bijapur district and a
cache of explosives was re-
covered from them, police
said on Thursday.

The police intercepted
the duo, identified as
Hemla Santosh (23) and
Baburao Karam (31), on
Wednesday in Awapalli po-
lice station area when they
were going on a motorcycle
to allegedly deliver the ex-
plosives to Maoists, a po-
lice official here said.

A bag containing five gel-
atin rods, detonators and
cordex wire were recov-
ered from their possession,
he said, adding that they
failed to produce any docu-
ment in support of possess-
ing these items. "During in-
terrogation, the two per-
sons, natives of Pegdapalli
village in Tarrem area of
the district, told the police
that they had received ex-
plosives from unidentified
persons and were tasked to
deliver them to Maoists op-

erating in Tarrem area," he
said. Their questioning is
away which may facilitate
the arrest of other Maoist
suppliers active in the
area, he said.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Taking forward his out-
reach to the Muslim com-
munity, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Thursday vis-
ited a mosque and a
madrassa here and held
discussions with the chief
of the All India Imam
Organisation who termed
him rashtra pita'.

The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
sarsangchalak' went to a
mosque in central Delhi's
Kasturba Gandhi Marg
and followed it up with a
visit to the Madarsa
Tajweedul Quran in
Azadpur in north Delhi.

This is the first time he

has visited a madrassa, an
RSS official accompanying
him said.

All India Imam
Organisation chief Umer

Ahmed Ilyasi used the
rashtra pita' descriptive
for Bhagwat while talking
to children at the madras-
sa. However, Bhagwat in-
tervened to say there is
only one father of the na-
tion and said everyone is
Bharat ki santan' (child of
the nation), according to
the RSS official.

He said the RSS chief
also spoke to the children
about the need to know
more about the nation and
stressed that while the
modes of worship could be
different, all religions
must be respected.

Ilyasi and Bhagwat held
talks for about an hour at
the mosque, which also

houses the office of the All
India Imam Organisation
and the cleric's residence.

"He is a rashtra pita'. We
discussed several issues
for for strengthening the
country," Ilyasi told PTI,
adding that Bhagwat had
visited the mosque as well
as madrassa on his invita-
tion. "With this visit of
Bhagwat, a message
should go that we all want
to work towards strength-
ening India. For all of us,
the nation comes first. Our
DNA is the same, it is just
that our religion and
methods of worshipping
god are different," Ilyasi
said, echoing the RSS
chief's words.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday awarded six
months jail term to former
promoters of Fortis
Healthcare Ltd, Malvinder
Singh, and Shivinder
Singh, in a case related to
the sale of shares of Fortis
to Malaysia-based IHH
Healthcare.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit
also awarded six months
jail term to the former pro-
moters of Fortis Healthcare
who were earlier held
guilty of contempt.

The top court also or-
dered a forensic audit of
the share sale in Fortis
Healthcare Ltd.

"Everything goes back to
the executing court," the
CJI said.

The former promoters of
Fortis Healthcare Ltd were
facing the court battle after
a Japanese firm, Daiichi
Sankyo, had challenged the
Fortis-IHH share deal to re-
cover the Rs 3,600 crore ar-
bitration award that it had
won before a Singapore tri-
bunal against the Singh
brothers.

The IHH-Fortis deal is
stuck due to the legal fight
between Daiichi and the
former promoters of Fortis
Healthcare. In 2018, when

some Indian lenders sold
the pledged shares of Fortis
Healthcare to the Malaysia-
based firm, Daichi went to
court alleging that the for-
mer promoters of Fortis
had assured them that their
shares in the Indian hospi-
tal chain will cover the arbi-
tral award amount.

Fortis Healthcare, in a
statement, said, "We under-
stand that the proceedings
before the Hon'ble Supreme
Court have concluded with
certain directions and the
suo-motu contempt has
been disposed of. We will go
by the directions of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court and
will be seeking legal advice
regarding our future course
of action."

Kochi, Sep 22 (PTI):

As the Congress
prepares for a likely
contest to the party's
top post after decades,

Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
batted for the "one-man,
one-post" concept in lines
with the Chintan Shivir re-
forms and indicated he may
not run for the party presi-
dent's post.

Gandhi's statement
comes amid speculations
that Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
Thiruvananthapuram MP
Shashi Tharoor might
throw their hats into the
ring and on a day the party
issued notification for the
AICC presidential polls.

Gandhi, also the MP from

Wayanad in Kerala, de-
clined to answer queries on
whether he would contest

in the presidential polls by
saying "I have made my po-
sition clear (on that) in the
last press conference. I have
repeated it several times."

Earlier this month,
Gandhi had said he has
made his decision on
whether he will take up
party presidency but did
not divulge his plans, as-
serting he will give his rea-
sons if he does not contest
the elections for the post.

Gandhi's remarks were
seen by many in the party
as an indication that he
may stick to his earlier
stance of not taking up the
party chief's post.

On Thursday, Gandhi
said that questions on
whether he would contest
in the party's presidential

poll was "aimed at distract-
ing me from the yatra". He
has embarked on the 3,500
km Kanyakumari-Kashmir
'Bharat Jodo Yatra'. On the
issue of one man one post
concept, Gandhi said, "what
we have decided, jo humne
Udaipur mein decide kiya,
woh Congress party ka ek
commitment hai. Toh i ex-
pect that commitment to be
maintained (What we decid-
ed in Udaipur that was
Congress party's commit-
ment. I expect that commit-
ment will be maintained)."

Following the three-day
Udaipur brainstorming ses-
sion in May, the5 'Chintan
Shivir,' the party proposed a
number of reforms, includ-
ing limiting one post to one
person.

Varanasi (UP), Sep 22 (PTI):

The Varanasi district
court on Thursday admit-
ted a plea for carbon-dat-
ing of a "Shivling" claimed
to have been found inside
the Gyanvapi mosque
complex here and asked
the mosque management
to file its objections by the
next date of hearing.

Judge A K Vishesh fixed
September 29 as the next
date of hearing in the mat-
ter involving the Gyanvapi
mosque-Shringar Gauri

dispute. The court re-
sumed hearing in the mat-
ter on Thursday, after re-
jecting a plea questioning

the maintainability of the
petition on September 12.

The petition seeks the
court's permission for
worshipping the idols of
the Hindu deities located
on an outer wall of the
mosque on a daily basis.

Appearing on behalf of
the plaintiff women, advo-
cate Vishnu Shankar Jain
placed the demand for car-
bon-dating of the
"Shivling" before the
court. The judge allowed
the plea and fixed
September 29 as the next
date of hearing in the mat-
ter, district government
advocate Rana Sanjeev
Singh said.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Congress' central
election authority on
Thursday issued a notifica-
tion for the AICC president
polls, setting the ball rolling
for electing the successor to
the longest-serving party
chief Sonia Gandhi.

In the notification issued,
Chairman of the Central
Election Authority
Madhusudan Mistry, under
the power vested in him by
provision of Article XVIII
of the Constitution of the
Indian National Congress,
announced the election of
the president of the party
to be held as per the given
schedule. According to the
notification, the process for
filing nominations for the

election will be held from
September 24 to 30.

The date of scrutiny of
the nomination papers
would be on October 1,
while the last date of with-
drawal of nominations
would be October 8.

The election, if there is
more than one candidate,
will take place on October
17. The counting of votes
and the declaration of re-
sults would be on October
19. "Now therefore, I hereby
call upon the delegates of
the Congress Party to elect
the President of Indian
National Congress in accor-
dance with the provision
made under Article XVIII,"
Mistry said in the notifica-
tion.

The nomination form
will be available at the
AICC Office, 24 Akbar
Road, New Delhi, according
to the notification.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

In a bid to enhance trans-
parency and accessibility in
its functioning, the Supreme
Court has decided to live-
stream its proceedings of all
constitution bench hearings
from September 27, exactly
four years after a path-
breaking verdict in this
regard was delivered in 2018.
A unanimous decision was
taken by the 30 judges of the
apex court in the full court
meeting headed by Chief
Justice of India U U Lalit held
on Tuesday evening to imple-
ment an apex court verdict of
2018 in the Swapnil Tripathi
case. On August 26, for the
first time since its inception,
the Supreme Court had live
streamed its proceedings of

a bench headed by then
Chief Justice NV Ramana
through a webcast portal.
It was ceremonial proceed-
ings as Justice Ramana was
to demit office on August 26.
Exactly four years back on
September 26, 2018, the
Supreme Court had taken a
major leap in imparting
transparency in the function-
ing of the judiciary by allow-
ing live-streaming of court
proceedings of cases of "con-
stitutional and national
importance", saying this
openness was like "sunlight"
which is the "best disinfec-
tant".
It had said as a pilot project,
only a specified category of
cases that are of constitu-
tional or national importance
and are being argued before
a constitution bench should
be live streamed.

LARGEST-EVER CRACKDOWN

Nation-wide raids against PFI
̈ Raids in 15 states 

Accused being produced to Patiala Court after a nationwide raid
spearheaded by the National Investigation Agency (NIA), in New
Delhi, Thursday.

Two Maoist couriers
held with explosives

The police intercepted
the duo, identified as
Hemla Santosh (23) and
Baburao Karam (31), on
Wednesday in Awapalli
police station area when
they were going on a mo-
torcycle to allegedly deliv-
er the explosives to
Maoists. A bag containing
five gelatin rods, detona-
tors and cordex wire were
recovered from their pos-
session. During interro-
gation, the two persons,
natives of Pegdapalli vil-
lage in Tarrem area of
the district, told the police
that they had received ex-
plosives from unidenti-
fied persons and were
tasked to deliver them to
Maoists operating in
Tarrem area.

About the arrest

Bhagwat visits mosque, cleric calls him ‘rashtra pita’SC awards six months jail term
̈ To former promoters

of Fortis Healthcare

WELCOMING GUESTS

Artists perform to welcome guests at an art installation and exhibition organised to
promote the upcoming Durga Puja festival, at Town Hall in Kolkata, Thursday.

Cong issues notification
for AICC president polls
̈ Contest likely after

over 2 decades

ENHANCING TRANSPARENCY

SC to live-stream constitution
bench proceedings

̈ From Sep 27
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E ‘One-man, one-post commitment
expected to be maintained’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
addresses a press conference

during the party's 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra', in Ernakulam district,

Thursday.

Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri Case

Court admits plea for 
carbon-dating of ‘Shivling’
̈ Fixes Sep 29 as next

date of hearing

Advocate Vishnu Jain, 
appearing for the Hindu side,
interacts with the media after

a hearing of the Gyanvapi
Masjid-Shringar Gauri Temple

case at Varanasi District
Court, Thursday.

As the raids, which began in the early hours of
Thursday continued, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah held a meeting of top officials, including
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, during which
they are believed to have discussed the searches at
premises linked to the PFI and action against terror
suspects. Besides Doval, the meeting was attended by
Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla, Director General
of National Investigation Agency (NIA) Dinkar Gupta
and other top officials.

HM Shah holds meeting with Doval

The nationwide raids
sparked an angry response
from the PFI which called
for a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
Kerala on Friday and termed
the arrest of its leaders as a
part of "state-sponsored
terrorism". "A hartal will be
observed in the state on
September 23 against the
RSS-controlled fascist gov-
ernment's attempt to
silence dissenting voices
using the central agencies,"
A Abdul Sathar, PFI's state
general secretary, said.

PFI calls for strike
Maharashtra and Karnataka
accounted for 20 arrests
each, Tamil Nadu (10),
Assam (9), Uttar Pradesh
(8), Andhra Pradesh (5),
Madhya Pradesh (4),
Puducherry and Delhi (3
each) and Rajasthan (2).
Details of all the arrested
functionaries were not
immediately available.

106 activists arrested

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
team on Thursday took up
the drive to catch the stray
cattle left mostly left on the
roads by the owners. The
team under the "Roka
Chheka" campaign warned
the owners of the cattle not
to leave the animals unat-
tended and advised them to
feed and arrange water for
their cattle.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar in keeping
with the campaign asked
the cattle owners to protect
their cattle and make neces-
sary arrangements for fod-
der and water so that there
is no problem to the com-
muters due to unnecessary
roaming of cattle.

Additional commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi informed
that if stray animals are
found roaming on the
roads, action is being taken
to pull them in the modified
vehicle with ramp. The
caught cattle are being
kept in the urban Gothan
and are being returned
only after taking a fine
from the cattle owners. The
warning was given that
strict action will be taken if
the cattle are found roam-

ing on the streets. Efforts
are being made by the
Government of
Chhattisgarh to protect the
cow. The stray animals
roaming on the roads be-
come a hindrance to the
traffic and cause accidents
due to which there is loss of
both livestock and life in
the accident. The corpora-
tion's appeal is that to avoid
this, the cattle owners
should not allow their pet
cattle to roam the streets.

Balakrishna Naidu said
that the team has earlier
targeted the square inter-
sections, while the work of
catching stray animals on
Thursday was done in the
inner settlements as well.

The team caught the ani-
mals in Avanti Bai Chowk
Kohka, Tata Line, Bajrang
Para, Arya Nagar and
Contractor Colony and
sent them to Gothan.
Apart from this, the team
is inspecting Akash Ganga
Sabzi Mandi,
Priyadarshini Complex,
National Highway from
Nehru Nagar Chowk to
Dabrapara Chowk,
Nandini Road, Chhawni
Chowk, Kurud, Avanti Bai
Chowk, Gada Chowk,
Supela Chowk every day
and taking action to catch
stray animals.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: On
Wednesday, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava con-
ducted a meeting with the
retired police officers re-
siding in the district at
the Police Control Room.
Superintendent of Police
welcomed all the retired
police officers and
thanked them for sparing
their valuable time to par-
ticipate in the meeting.

Various issues were
discussed in the meeting
with retired police offi-
cers. He assured all re-
tired police officers that
the police department is
always with them and
they are still a part of the
organization. He also as-
sured them that they can
approach any police offi-

cer or police unit at the
time of need.

The retired officers
raised various issues dur-
ing the meeting. SP di-
rected his subordinates
for speedy disposal of all
the genuine issues/prob-
lems. Apart from this, SP
Dr Pallava said that the

retired police officers are
always welcome for their
valuable suggestions.
There is a lot of respect
for them in the organiza-
tion as they have ren-
dered a long service and
worked hard to earn glory
for the organization. He
said that various meas-

ures are taken by the po-
lice department for the
welfare of retired police
officers and their chil-
dren.

The meeting concluded
with a vote of thanks and
with an assurance that in
future also such meetings
would be held on a regu-
lar basis so that the griev-
ances of the retired cops
could be redressed.

City Superintendent of
Police Abhishek Jha,
Reserve Inspector
Ramesh Kumar Chandra,
SHO Bhilai Nagar Rajesh
Sahu, retired police offi-
cers Ajit Yadav, Rakesh
Joshi, Shyam Sundar
Sharma, Mahesh Sinha,
Shaukat Ali, PC
Srivastava and other re-
tired police officers were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: The Covid-
19 Vaccination Drive for
students of St Thomas
College and nearby resi-
dents was organized by
Commzenith Association
of Department of
Commerce at St Thomas
College on Thursday.

In this drive, the 1st, 2nd
and Booster Doze of the
Vaccination was given.
Principal Dr MG Roymon
briefed that the total num-
ber of 202 Vaccine Doses
were given which includ-
ed 70 Covaxin and 132
Coviahield Vaccine. This
programme was organ-
ised by the Team of
CMHO Durg.

Dr Sapna Sharma, HOD
Commerce, Anil Namdeo

and DP Khare, the Sector
Supervisors from Health
Department were present
during this occasion. The

programme was coordi-
nated by Dr Pratik Kumar
Sharma, Dr Rincey B
Abraham.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: On
Thursday, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena chaired a meeting
with the officials of
Bhilai Steel Plant. The
topic of discussion was
the basic infrastructure
like electricity, water and
roads in the areas that
come under BSP.

Keeping in mind the
needs of the people living
in the Bhilai Steel Plant
area, he gave strict in-
structions to the con-
cerned officers to ensure
the basic facilities. In the
meeting, he discussed
about water pipeline in
Sectors and Khursipar
area.

Collector said that he
has been receiving fre-
quent complaints regard-
ing water. The people
complain about getting
muddy water from taps.
The Collector directed the
officials to resolve the
problem soon.

The Collector also
asked the BSP officials to
expand the medical facili-
ties for the people. He dis-
cussed the redevelopment
and upgradation of
Jawaharlal Nehru
Hospital, Sector 9.

He also spoke about the
transfer of 10 acres of
land for PM Awas Yojana
along with renting out the
currently vacant and ille-
gally occupied houses of
Bhilai Steel Plant area to

the municipal employees.
He directed the officers

for ensuring proper city
sanitation for prevention
of dengue / malaria,
maintenance of sewerage
lines in the sectors, work
of tarfelt water water-
proofing in quarters of
township, repair of the

collapsed / jammed sew-
erage system and renova-
tion of houses.

Along with this, discus-
sions related to land for
Gauthan, Civic Center de-
velopment work, mainte-
nance of water filter
plant, pipeline mainte-
nance of houses, building

for English medium
school and development
of Municipal
Corporation Risali were
discussed in the meeting.

BSP officials informed
the Collector that annual
expenditure on 2 nos
JCBs, 2 nos dumpers and
50 additional workers for
cleanliness in the sector
is Rs 1 crore 49 lakh and
annual expenditure for
cleanliness commandos is
Rs 82 lakh 50 thousand.
For back line cleaning
work, BSP has spent Rs
76.07 lakh. In this manner,
a total annual expendi-
ture of Rs 3 crore 75 lakh
has been made and posi-
tive steps are being taken
to improve the city sanita-
tion systems.

Meeting held to improve 
sanitation, ideas invited 

to beautify city  
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal has
given instructions to
maintain the cleanliness
system in the wards of all
the zones. In this sequel, a
meeting of the Advisory
Committee of Public
Health and Sanitation
Department was held on
Thursday in the MiC room
of the Corporation office
under the chair of health
in-charge Lakshmipati
Raju.

Councilor P Shyam
Sundar Rao, Umesh
Kumar Sahu, Ishwari
Netam, Sarita Devi, K
Jagdish Kumar, Abhishek
Mishra, M Lakshmi
Gopal, D Sujata and
Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra and
Clerk Rajesh Palve were
present.

To make the city clean
and beautiful, the MIC in-
charge sought suggestions

from the members. Also,
ideas were invited on fresh
ideas on how to improve
the working related to
cleanliness. He said that
special work is being done
to eradicate water-borne
diseases like dengue,
malaria, which are carried
by mosquitoes.

Where earlier garbage
dumps were visible, today
the place has started look-
ing clean and clear, he
added. Public participa-

tion has a very important
role in this, people are con-
stantly becoming aware of
cleanliness.

Lakshmipati Raju had a
long discussion with the
members of the advisory
committee and took sug-
gestions from them to fur-
ther improve the cleanli-
ness of the city. The mem-
bers also put forward their
suggestions one by one to
improve the cleanliness in
the city.

SHG women prove their mettle 
by earning Rs 13.54 lakh 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: The
women of SHGs are con-
ducting appreciable works
at Model Gauthan of
Chandkhuri Gram
Panchayat of the district.
Many livelihood oriented
activities are being con-
ducted on a large scale by
05 women self help groups
working in Gauthan.

Under this, the women
have also started the work
of rearing cows in
Gauthan in view of the in-
creasing demand for dairy
products. Dairy farming
has been started with five
cows. They are producing
14 liters of milk per day
and it is being sold at the
rate of Rs 35 to 40 per litre.

So far, 143 liters of milk
have been sold by the
women and they have
earned a net profit of Rs
5300 within 15 days.

Santoshi Devangan, a
member of the Sindhuja
Self Help Group, which
runs the dairy, said that at
present a cow has given
birth to a calf in Gauthan
after which they have sold
Bovine colostrums also.

She informed that as per
the instructions of
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, other milk
related products like pa-
neer, ghee, curd, butter-
milk etc would be produced

soon by the women of the
group.

Throwing more light on
the activities of the dairy,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashvini Devangan said
that gradually the number
of cows in Gauthan will
also be increased and high
breed cows like Sahiwal,
Gir, Jersey will also be
brought in the Gauthan for
ensuring milk production
in large quantity.

The Gauthan operated in

the Gram Panchayat
Chandkhuri of the district
is one of the foremost
Gauthans in the state
where different types of
livelihood oriented activi-
ties are taking place. Along
with this vermicompost
manure production, poul-
try farming, fish farming,
colourful fish rearing for
aquarium, Australian
earthworm production,
production of vegetables
and fodder in the bari and

dairy is currently being op-
erated. Soon, goat rearing
will also be started here.

The women of
Chandkhuri Gauthan are
proving their mettle by
conducting various activi-
ties in the Gauthan. So far,
the groups have earned a
profit of Rs 13.54 lakh.
These figures give an intro-
duction to the entrepre-
neurial journey of the
women of Self Help
Groups.

Till now, the women of
the group have produced
vermi compost worth Rs
5.42 lakh, earthworm
worth Rs 03.80 lakh, earth
worms worth Rs 22000, or-
ganic insecticide worth Rs
25000, colorful fishes worth
Rs 24000 for aquarium,
fishes worth Rs 12000,
Chickens worth Rs 1.54
lakh, vegetables worth Rs
65000 and Napier grass of
Rs 1.30 lakh.
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Now taking up dairy farming at Chandkhuri Gauthan 

Collector instructs BSP officers 
to monitor quality of water 

St Thomas College organises
Covid 19 vaccination drive 

Samarpan Programme: SP meets retired cops 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: MP Vijay
Baghel met the family
members of the 5-year-old
girl who was raped by two
juveniles in Sikolabhata
area. Another accused had
made a video of this inci-
dent and spread it on so-
cial media. After interact-
ing with the victim's fami-
ly, MP Baghel spoke to the
Police Superintendent and
instructed him to take
strict action against the
accused.

The locals had gathered
in large numbers during
the MP's visit. They were
demanding to hang the
perverted mentality ac-
cused who committed the

barbaric act with an inno-
cent girl. MP Vijay Baghel
reacted sharply to the
matter and said that some
anti-social elements have
become active. Crime
against juvenile girls and
women will not be tolerat-
ed.

MP Vijay Baghel accom-
panied by his supporters
reached Sikolabhata to
meet the victim girl and
her family members. He
took complete informa-
tion about the incident
from the victims. MP
Baghel immediately

called the Superintendent
of Police (Durg) and in-
quired about the incident
and asked him to take
strict action. He also di-
rected to make arrange-
ments for proper security
of all the members of the
victim's family.

Baghel assured the peo-
ple there that the culprits
who commit such crime
will not be spared and
strict action should be
taken. Lalit Chandrakar,
Devnarayan Chandrakar,
Alka Baghmar, Abhishek
Gupta, Umesh Yadav, Ajay
Tiwari, Manmohan
Sharma, Sunil Agarwal,
Prem Sahu, Manoj
Sharma and others were
present.

MP Baghel meets rape victim’s family;
instructs SP to take strict action

Stray cattle menace: Owners warned
against leaving animals in streets

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 22: In a bid to
keep updated with the ini-
tiatives and progress in ef-
forts towards keeping the
city clean, Bhilai
Municipal Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar is vis-
iting some area of the
other within the munici-
pal limits for surprise in-
spection.

Seeing the Municipal
commissioner active in
inspection, the zone com-
missioners of all the
zones have also come on
alert mode and they too
have started moving on
the field in the morning.

Here it needs a mention
that Mayor Neeraj Pal
has given instructions to
maintain cleanliness in
the city. Corporation

Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar is inspecting
the ward and locality
every morning to take
stock of the cleanliness
system. On Thursday he
did a thorough inspection
of ward number 8 Farid
Nagar area.

During his inspection,
the Municipal
Commissioner gave in-
structions to remove ille-

gal encroachments visi-
ble on both sides of the
main road. He also in-
spected the cleanliness
status in the area from
Rahul Medical to
Devgarh Hotel Line area.

The commissioner
gave instructions to plant
saplings along the main
roads and also asked to
plant saplings in the
slaughter house water

tank. During the inspec-
tion, Zone Commissioner
Manish Gaikwad,
Deputy Engineer Shweta
Verma, Zone Health
Officer Ankit Saxena,
Sanitation Inspector
Kamlesh Dwivedi,
Sanitation workers
Mahendra Kumar
Gandharva and Rajesh
Kumar Ishwari were
present.

BMC Commissioner inspects Faridnagar 
area, instructs to remove encroachment 
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EFFIGY STRUCTURE

A female worker along with male companion is preparing bamboo structure for
Ravana’s effigy to be burnt during Dussehra.

Raipur, Sep 22: 

Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain  reviewed
the preparations for pro-
curement of paddy on sup-
port price from November
1 by taking a high-level
meeting of officers
through video conferenc-
ing from Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here.
In the Kharif marketing
year 2022-23, the procure-
ment of paddy will start
from November 1. In the
meeting, the preparation
of all necessary arrange-
ments for paddy procure-
ment including farmer
registration, paddy
acreage, girdavari, custom
milling, paddy transport

financial arrangements
were reviewed. A target
has been set to procure
one lakh ten thousand
metric tonnes of paddy in
the Kharif marketing year
2022-23. Registration of
new farmers for paddy
purchase will be done till
October 31.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected the officials to en-
sure proper arrangements
for procurement of paddy
in all the procurement
centers of the state by
November 1. He said that
keeping in mind the pur-
chase of paddy from
November 1, adequate
arrangements should be

made for gunny bags in all
the committees. While
supplying gunny bags to
the committees, he direct-
ed the officers to take spe-
cial care that the supply of
gunny bags should be
done in sufficient quantity
in the committees where
there is more arrival of
paddy.

In lieu of the paddy
being procured from the
farmers, instructions were
also given to the officers to
pay the amount in the ac-
count of the farmers from
November 1. Farmers who
have changed the crop ro-
tation have been specially
asked to be identified.

Chief Secretary  Jain
has asked the transporters
to complete the contract
process by October 15 for
the transportation of
paddy. Instructions were
also given to constitute
special teams for identifi-
cation and monitoring of
sensitive paddy procure-
ment centers in the border
districts. While reviewing
the preparations for the
purchase of paddy in the
new districts, the officials
of Markfed and the bank
have been asked to start
the work immediately.
Agriculture Department
Secretary, Dr. Kamalpreet
Singh, Finance Secretary
Mrs. Alramel Mangai D.
Food Secretary,
Topeshwar Verma,
Revenue Secretary,
N.N.Ekka, Special
Secretary Cooperative,
Himshikhar Gupta,
NAAN MD, Niranjan Das,
Director Agriculture,
Ayaz Tamboli and other
senior officials were pres-
ent.

CS holds meeting 
regarding paddy purchase 
 Instructions to ensure

proper arrangement 
of paddy procurement
in all centers

 Paddy will be 
purchased on support
price in the state from
November 1

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222::  

Secretary of Health
Department Prasanna R has
issued circular to all the District
Collectors with the instructions
to administer second dose of
COVID vaccine as well as the
precaution dose to those who
have not been vaccinated yet.
Lauding the efforts of State’s
Health Department for preven-
tion and cure of COVID-19 dur-
ing the pandemic, Prasanna
stated in the circular that vacci-
nation is an effective way to
prevent the spread of COVID-19
infection. And to develop
strong immunity against COVID
infection, it is very important to
take the first and the second as
well as the precaution dose of
the COVID vaccine. Prasanna,
in the circular issued to the
Collectors, informed that  since
July 15, 2022, free doses of the
COVID vaccine are being
administered to all the benefi-

ciaries of the age group 18
years and above at the govern-
ment COVID-19 vaccination
centers. Under ‘Aazadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, this vaccination
drive will be conducted till 30
September 2022. He has direct-
ed the collectors to take neces-
sary action and ensure vaccina-
tion of maximum number of
people, and also regularly
review the process to make the
vaccination drive a success. 

Prasanna gives 
instructions to pace up the
work of COVID vaccination

Raipur, Sep 22: 

State President of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
Amar Parwani said that
for resolving transport re-
lated problems,
Transport Chamber
Raipur has been formed
in which Transport in-

charge, patron, chief ad-
visor, president, general
secretary, treasurer, vice
president, organization
secretary and secretary
were nominated on min-
isterial posts. The nomi-
nated office beares in-
cludes - Transport
Chamber Incharge -
Surinder Singh, Patron -

Baljinder Singh, Jagdish
Prasad Gupta, Chief
Advisors - Gurdeep Singh
Garcha, Ranjit Singh
Walia (Vicky), Shravan
Bishnoi, Nathuram
Bharadwaj and Vineet,
President - Amrik Singh,
General Secretary -
Naveen Sharma,
Treasurer - Rakesh
Agarwal, Vice President -
Kamal Kishore Agarwal,
Organization Secretary -
Maniram Verma,
Secretary  - Rajesh
Sharma, Sameer Goyal
and Kewal Singh.
Congratulating the nomi-
nated office bearers, State
President Amar Parwani
hoped that all the newly
elected office bearers
would take Chhattisgarh
Chamber to a new heights
while working in the in-
terest of trade and indus-
try of the state.

Transport Chamber formed
by Chhattisgarh Chamber

R a i p u r,  S e p  2 2 :  

A  t e a m  o f d o c t o r s
h e a d e d  by  D r  S m i t

S r iv a s t av a , H e a d  o f
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
C a r d i o l o g y  a t  t h e
A dv a n c e d  C a r d i a c
Institute (ACI) of Dr
B h i m r a o  A m b e d k a r
M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l ,
R a i p u r  s ave d  l i f e  o f
a patient by success-
f u l l y  r e m o v i n g
chemo por t  that  was
s t u c k  i n s i d e  h e a r t
t h r o u g h  a n  e m e r -
gency procedure.

Chemo port stuck inside 
heart removed successfully 

 Dr Smit
Srivastava 
of ACI and team 
successfully 
perform emer-
gency procedure

District TT 
tournament from

Sept 28
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222::  Rajdhani Table
Tennis Association (RTTA) is
organizing Raipur District Table
Tennis Tournament 2022 from
September 28 to October 1 at
Sapre School TT Hall. Providing
the above information in a state-
ment issued here, the RTTA
Secretary Vinay Baiswade said
that last date for registration is
September 24 and added that
the tournament would be played
in various categories including
Senior Men and Women, Junior
Boys and Girls, Sub Junior and
Cadet events. The registered
players with RTTA can contact
Arun Bavaria and Pravin
Nirapure for participating in the
tournament. Team for the 20th
Chhattisgarh State and Inter
District TT Tournament sched-
uled from October 18 to 21
would be made o the basis of the
above tournament.

School sports 
competition in Raipur

from October 1 to 4
Raipur, Sep 22: The 22nd state
level school sports competition
will be organized in Raipur from
October 1 to October 4. According
to Education Department officials
several places have been ear-
marked for different games to be
organized under the competition.
Soft tennis will be held at
Mayaram Surjan Government
Girls Higher Secondary School
Chowbey Colony whereas basket-
ball, speedball, wrestling
(freestyle) and wrestling (Greco-
Roman) will be held at Netaji
Subhash Stadium Nalghar Chowk.
Squash event will be conducted
at Municipal Corporation Squash
Complex Budhapara (behind
Shyam Talkies).

Power lifting and weightlifting
competition will be conducted at
Forest Club Pandri while roller
skating will be conducted at
Krishna Public School Sarona and
hockey will be held at
International Hockey Stadium
(Science College Campus).

Ch’garh records
1202.2 mm average

rainfall so far
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222:: An average
rainfall of 1202.2 mm has been
recorded in Chhattisgarh since
June 1. The highest rainfall of
2336.1 mm was recorded in the
Bijapur district while the
Surguja district recorded the
lowest average rainfall of 558.8
mm. This is based on the dis-
trict-wise rainfall statistics
from June 01 to September 22.
According to the information
received from the state-level
control room for flood disaster
management, Surajpur has
received 926.0 mm of rainfall
since June 1. Similarly,
Balrampur received 905.7 mm
rainfall, Jashpur 954.8 mm,
Koriya 843.4 mm, Raipur 863.9
mm, Balodabazar 1118.5 mm,
Gariyaband 1214.3 mm,
Mahasamund 1119.2 mm,
Dhamtari 1264.8 mm, Bilaspur
1383.6 mm, Mungeli 1255.3
mm, Raigarh 1132.5 mm,
Janjgir-Champa 1318.3 mm,
Korba 1155.5 mm, Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi 1042.9 mm,
Durg 927.7 mm, Kabirdham
1076.1 mm, Rajnandgaon
1187.5 mm, Balod 1256.1 mm,
Bemetara 688.2 mm, Bastar
1732.8 mm, Kondagaon 1233.0
mm, Kanker 1495.5 mm,
Narayanpur 1393.9 mm,
Dantewada 1766.8 mm and
Sukma recorded an average
rainfall of 1511.5 mm.
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Raipur, Sep 22: In the Road
Safety World Series cricket
tournament to be held at the
International Cricket
Stadium from September
27, this time special care
will be taken for the safety
of the spectators along with
the facilities. Under the
chairmanship of Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Bhure, a
meeting of officials was or-
ganised in relation to the
successful organization of
this cricket tournament in
the Red Cross meeting room
located in the Collectorate
premises here. The
Collector gave necessary in-
structions to the officials of
the concerned department
to ensure that the tourna-
ment could be organised
successfully and said that
all the officers should dis-
charge their given responsi-
bilities, duties efficiently
and honestly. This time the
spectators gathering in the
stadium premises will get
special facility of good mo-
bile connectivity by Jio and
Airtel companies.

The Collector instructed
the officers to ensure all the
preparations required for

the mobile network,
arrangement of temporary
towers etc. The Collector
also instructed the officials
to make security arrange-
ments with adequate lights
at the parking places being
built around the stadium.
He also instructed the offi-
cials to arrange sufficient
number of Safai Mitras and
other necessary machines
and equipment for the
cleanliness of the stadium
premises including the
parking area during the
match.

This time during the
match, the spectators will
be charged a parking fee of
Rs 10 for two wheelers and
Rs 30 for four wheelers. The

Collector instructed to do
the leveling work of park-
ing places in the next two
days. Collector Dr Bhure in-
formed that in order to in-
crease awareness about the
importance of road safety,
Road Safety World Series
Cricket Tournament will be
organised from  September
27th to  October 1st at
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh International Cricket
Stadium, Parsada, Atal
Nagar Naya Raipur, Nava
Raipur. In this event, two
matches will be played on
September 27, one each on
September 28 and 29 and the
final match will be played
on 1 October.

International and nation-

al players like Sachin
Tendulkar, Virender
Sehwag, Jonty Rhodes,
Brian Lara  will participate
in the tournament. In the
meeting, Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Prashant Kumar Agarwal,
Forest Divisional Officer,
Vishwesh Kumar along
with Nava Raipur
Development Authority,
District Panchayat,
Municipal Corporation,
Traffic Police, all SDMs,
Public Works Department,
Public Health Engineering
Department, Chhattisgarh
Electricity Board, Nagar
Sena and others concerned
Department officials were
present.

Collector holds meeting with
officials for successful event

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 22: If you
have not visited Maa
B a m l e s h w a r i ,
Dongargarh with your
family, then this year
you can avail ‘darshan’
on Shardiya Navratri,
and that too for free. The
arrangement of food
will also be free on the
way from Raipur to
Dongargarh. That is,
going from Raipur to
Dongargarh and visit-
ing Maa Bamleshwari
shrine and will be able
to come back in a single
day.

The registration for
free Dongargarh
Darshan Yatra has start-
ed from September 21.
Tickets will be available
free of charge upon reg-
istration. The journey
will continue for nine
days every day. The pil-
grims will be taken on a
first come first served
basis. Deepak Bhardwaj
of Kalimata Annadan
Bhandara Committee

said that four buses have
been arranged daily.

After leaving Raipur
for Dongargarh at 9 am
every day, the bus will
return at 8 pm after tak-
ing back the passengers
sent after darshan. Four
buses will leave together
and make two rounds.
One hour after coming
back in the night, all the
four buses will leave
again at 9 pm and will
return at 8 am the next

day. This sequence will
continue for nine days.
60 passengers will leave
in one bus, 240 passen-
gers will leave in the
morning and 240 passen-
gers will depart at night
and  be able to take dar-
shan benefits. Family
will be given priority in
free travel. Travel can
be availed only in a fam-
ily environment.
Devotees desirous of
going to Dongargarh

can register themselves
at the office of Shri
Kalimata Annadan
Bhandara Committee lo-
cated at Indira Chowk
Shyam Nagar from 11
am to 2 pm and 4 pm to 6
pm. Each person will be
given a ticket for his
family members only.
Due to Panchami being
on  September 30th, tick-
ets for this day are being
given only to govern-
ment servants.

Free passenger bus facility to visit
Maa Bamleshwari, Dongargarh 

On occasion 
of Navratri

Raipur, Sep 22: The meet-
ing of Eastern Regional
Police Coordination
Committee (ERPCC) was
held through video confer-
encing on Wednesday at
Chhattisgarh Police
Headquarters, Nava-
Raipur.

In the meeting, the
Director General of Police
(DGPs) of the member
states of Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Odisha and Chhattisgarh
and senior officers related
to anti-Naxal operations,
crime and intelligence
participated in the meet-

ing. In the meeting, dis-
cussions were held re-
garding inter-state coordi-
nation, conduct of joint
anti-Naxal operations on
inter-state borders, estab-
lishment of new camps in
security-less areas, ex-
change of intelligence, ef-
fective action against drug
smuggling and inter-state
gangs. On behalf of
Chhattisgarh, Director
General of Police, Ashok
Juneja, Additional
Director General of
Police, Naxal
O p e r a t i o n s / Vi a s h a
M r V i v e k a n a n d a ,
Inspector General of
Police, Intelligence,
Anand Chhabra, Deputy
Inspector General of
Police, Special
Intelligence Branch, RN
Dash, Deputy Inspector
General of Police Naxal
Operations, KL  Dhruv at-
tended the meeting.

Eastern Regional Police
Coordination Committee

meeting concludes

DGP Bihar,
Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Odisha
states including
Ch’garh attended
the virtual meeting

Raipur, Sep 22:
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAT) Senior
National Vice President
Amar Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Malu, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdeov, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh, Working
Secretary Bharat Jain,
Treasurer Ajay Agarwal
and media in-charge
Sanjay Choubey said that
today Bharat E-Mart has
been launched under the
aegis of Confederation of
All India Traders (CAT) in
which about 600 traders
from all the district units
of the state including
Raipur participated.

The program was inau-
gurated by CAIT National
General Secretary
Praveen Khandelwal by
lighting the lamp.
Khandelwal declared sen-
ior national vice president
of CAIT and state presi-
dent of the chamber, Amar
Parwani as the national
chairman of the National

Wholesale Corridor
Committee (NWCC). On
this occasion, National
Secretary and Convener
Youth Wing of CAIT,
Sumeet Agarwal  was also
present. Khandelwal  also
extended his best wishes
to the newly formed CAIT
Youth Unit.

The main theme in this
business conference, keep-
ing in view the needs of
the future, a campaign has
been started to modernize
the present form of busi-
ness and to connect the
merchants across the
country including
Chhattisgarh with online
e-commerce by connecting
it with digital technology.
Amar Parwani, Senior
National Vice President,
CAIT said that CAIT is

soon coming up with its e-
commerce portal Bharat E
Mart, which is the next
generation business.

The way the trend of on-
line shopping is increas-
ing, in view of this, mer-
chants also need to make
drastic changes in the
present form of their busi-
ness. Foreign e-commerce
companies adopting their
malpractices are badly af-
fecting the trade. CAIT is
continuously demanding
from the government to
bring e-commerce policy.

On the other hand, it is
also encouraging traders
to open their shops on the
e-commerce portal. Soon
the registration of mer-
chants will be done in the
e-commerce portal of
CAIT. Giving information

about the Wholesale
Corridor, Parwani said
that our state shares its
borders with 7 states, this
market will be a major
business center of India.
With the arrival of the
Wholesale Corridor, the
problem of traffic in the
city will also be relieved.

The trade of the state
will increase manifold
through the Wholesale
Corridor, revenue to the
government will increase
and employment opportu-
nities will also increase, it
will be established as the
biggest market not only in
India but in South Asia.
Parwani further said that
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has extended his
full cooperation for suc-
cess of this corridor.

Amar Parwani appointed chairman
of the NWCC: Khandelwal

Raipur, Sep 22: Under the
‘service fortnight’ on occa-
sion of birthday of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
variety of programmes are
being organised and in this
series ‘Swachcahta
Abhiyan’ was launched
under ‘Amrut Sarova
Yojana’ in different parts of

the city here on Wednesday.
Under Faffadih ward,

cleaning of pond was done
in Madhu Pillai School,
Pandari Tarai and during
which BJP district
President (Raipur)
Srichand Sundrani, state
secy. Kishore Mahanand;
zone-3 President Pramod
Sahu, district office secy.
and service fortnight dis-
trict co-convener Rajesh
Pandey, programme conven-
er Rajiv Chakraborty, prog.

co-convenor Anand Nishad,
Narendra Yadv and others
were present.

Similarly in the cleaning
of pond in Rajatabal by
BJP’s SC cell under
Shankar Nagar Mandal, the
District President BJP
Srichand Sundrani, state
secy. Kishore Mahanand,
Lokesh Kavadia, Zone-3
President Pramod Sahu,
District Secy. Harish
Thakur, Rajesh Pandey,
OBC District Cell District
president Sunil Choudhary,
prog. convener Rajiv
Chakraborty, prog. co-con-
vener Anan Nishad and oth-
ers were present.

Similarly in the Purani
Basti Mandal, ‘swachchata
abhiyan’ was launched in
‘Talab’ in Prof. Colony,
Sector-1 by ‘Machwara
Prakosth’ and minorities
morcha and during this BJP
District President Srichand
Sundrani, District Gen.
Secy. Ramesh Thakur, state
spokesman and divisional
in-charge Sanjay
S h r i v a s t a v a ,
Sachichidanand Upasane,
District V-P Manisha
Chandrakar, district secy.
and service fortnight co-
convener Gopi Sahu,
District office secy. Rajesh
Pandey and others were
present.

Raipur, Sep 22:
The probationary officers
(POs) of the 2021 batch of the
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) had a courtesy
meeting with the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel at
his residential office. On this
occasion, the Director
General of the Chhattisgarh
Administrative Academy
Nimora, Renu Pillai, Director
TC Mahavar, and the
Training Director Seema
Singh were also present.

The probationary officers

of the Administrative
Service, Jayant Nahata,
Laxman Tiwari, and Vasu
Jain, who met the Chief
Minister, are undergoing a 5-
week-long training in the
Chhattisgarh Administrative
Academy (CAA) Nimora in
Raipur. The Chief Minister
congratulated and gave his
best wishes to all the proba-
tionary officers. He said that
they play a significant role in
the development of the state.
The Chief Minister advised
them to use their administra-
tive skills and working capac-
ity for better operation of de-
velopment works and resolu-
tion of the problems of com-
mon people. Probationary
Officer Jayant Nahata is cur-
rently posted as the Assistant
Collector in Raipur, while
Laxman Tiwari and Vasu
Jain are respectively posted
in Durg and Bilaspur.

POs of IAS pay courtesy
meeting with CM

Are receiving training
in the Chhattisgarh
Administrative
Academy Nimora

CM congratulates and
gave his best wishes to
all the officers

‘Swachchata Abhiyan’
launched in different wards

 On occasion of
‘Service Fortnight’
on PM’s B’day

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222::  The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel today
inaugurated the newly-con-
structed indoor stadium in
Balod and gave his best wishes
to the players. After reaching
the indoor stadium, the Chief
Minister praised the spirit of
the gymnasts and participants
performing Yoga. The Chief
Minister said that this is the
ancient art of India. Malkhamb
makes a seeker stronger and
fitter, and also keeps them
physically and mentally
healthy. He motivated the par-
ticipants undergoing training
to practice regularly and also
gave them his blessings. He
suggested the trainers make
the participants aware of the
nuances of gymnastics and
Yoga and encourage them to
perform better. 

The Chief Minister met the
national players like Dipti
Sahu, Chanchal Sahu, Prerna
Sahu, Karun Nayak, Rajkumar
Muthai, Veerendra Kumar, and
Usha Chaudhari. He praised
the spirit and talent of the
three sisters: Deepti, Chanchal,
and Prerna Sahu. Deepti Sahu
has won many medals in the
National Games and made the
district proud. Training for
Kalari pattu, Ushu, Muthai,
Kickboxing, and Judo is also
provided in the indoor stadium.
Free training by the Ex-service-
men Association is given in the
indoor stadium. 

Rajkumar Sahu, the
President of the Ex-servicemen
Association, said that currently
70 youngsters are being
trained for admission in the
military and para-military

forces. The training is being
imparted by ex-servicemen Mr.
Kishor Nath Yogi, Mr. Hemant
Margiya, Mr. Kanhaiya Lal, and
Mr. Umesh Sahu. 70 years old
Mr. Vimal Kumar Das, who
showed his bravery in the bat-
tles of 1962 and 1965, is also
providing training to young-
sters here.

The word Malkhamb has
been formed by joining two
words: Malla and Khambha.
Their meanings are respective-
ly gymnast and pole, making
the words literal meaning:
gymnast pole, which is used by
gymnasts for traditional train-
ing. Malkhamb had emerged in
the 12th century in the
Maharashtra state of India.
Malkhamb is a game that pro-
vides exercise to the whole
body and keeps it fit. It is not
as simple as it appears. It
requires the strength of mus-
cles. One needs a lot of hard
work and perseverance to
learn it. In Malkhamb, there is
a straight pole that has to be
climbed while performing Yoga
with gymnastics. It is one of
the most ancient sports in
India. The pole in Malkhamb is
made with Sheesham and
Sahwan woods. Oil is applied
on top of the pole. After that,
the pole is buried in the ground
and used for performing the
sport.

Malkhamb keeps a seeker 
physically and mentally fit: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2222::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugurated
the magnificent ‘Kala Kendra’
(art center) in Balod Nagar
today. Situated at the heart of
Balod Nagar, this art center is
equipped with all the
resources and amenities to
polish the budding talent of
various art forms. At the inau-
gural programme, Chief
Minister interacted with the
students and youngsters
present there and motivated
them to pursue their passion
for art.

There was a long time
demand for a multi-purpose
institution like Kala Kendra,
and this demand has been ful-
filled today. Based on the
action plan prepared by
District administration, the
‘Kala Kendra’ has been estab-
lished at Tehsil Chowk of the
city at a cost of Rs. 45 lakh 93
thousand. Funds for this proj-
ect were sanctioned under
DMF. In his address to the
inaugural programme, Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
congratulated people of the
district and expressed hope
that this art center will give a
new direction to the develop-
ment of art and provide a bet-
ter platform to the young-

sters. The coordinator of Kala
Kendra informed that relevant
courses based on various dis-
ciplines of art will be conduct-
ed in this art center.
FFoolllloowwiinngg  ccoouurrsseess  wwiillll  bbee  
ccoonndduucctteedd::

With an aim to revive the
local folk culture and tradi-
tions, the trainees would be
provided training in folk
music. Besides, classes of
Mehndi, Drawing, Clay Art
and Painting will be conduct-
ed as vocational courses with
the aim of nurturing non-aca-
demic and business oriented
talents in the children.
Similarly, under the personal-
ity development curriculum,
spoken English will be taught
to the students. Also, classes
for guitar playing, zumba, all
types of yoga, cooking, drum
beating, keyboard playing will
also be conducted. Kala
Kendra will have a studio for
young people interested in
music, classes of Indian
dance forms such as Bharat
Natyam, along with Western
Salsa, Hip Hop and Bollywood
dance styles will be held.
Moreover, personality devel-
opment classes will also be
conducted. Officials con-
cerned have informed that
other courses will also be
included in future, based on
the contemporary demands.

BByy  TTaarraasshhaannkkaarr  SSiinnhhaa,,
AAsssstt..  PPRROO  RRaaiippuurr

Balod’s art center will be an 
amalgamation of various art forms

CM inaugurated the
magnificent ‘Kala
Kendra’ in Balod
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Koriya, Sep 22: 

On the take of increase
in online fraud, District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
directed to organize
awareness camps in the
district to avoid digital
frauds such as calls and
messages in the name of
lottery, OTP or ATM PIN.
Discussing in detail in the
meeting of the Time Limit
he instructed to make the

information accessible to
the people through
schools, ashram hostels,
panchayats and gram sab-
has so that people in rural
areas can become aware of
such forgery.

The Collector also di-
rected the Deputy
Director Agriculture to
make Kisan Credit Card of
the remaining farmers in
the district and asked to
prepare a roster and or-
ganize a camp and make
the farmers aware of its
benefits. While discussing
the decisions taken in the
cabinet meeting in the

agriculture sector, he said
that provision for loan eli-
gibility has been made to
the Department of
Fisheries, Horticulture
and Livestock and as ac-
cording to the decision
taken in the cabinet meet-
ing, the draft amendment
in the interest subsidy
rule on cooperative loans
of farmers was approved,
according to which small
and marginal farmers will

get short term loan up to
Rs 3 lakh without interest
for horticulture works,
fisheries and cow rearing.

The Collector while dis-
cussing the increasing
number of OPDs in
health centers said that if
more cases like seasonal
fever are found in any
area or village, health fa-
cilities can be provided
there through
Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar clinics or special
camps. He directed the of-
ficials of Health and
Revenue Department in
this regard.

Mahasamund, Sep 22:
Parliamentary Secretary
and State Chief
Commissioner of Bharat
Scout Guide Vinod
Sevanlal Chandrakar in-
augurated the Maha
Shivir Jwal program by
reaching the four-day dis-
trict level camp of Bharat
Scouts & Guides (BS&G)
in the historic city of
Sirpur. During this, he ex-
horted the children to be
disciplined and be ready
in human service with
good learning in the camp.
Bharat Scout Guide’s
Maha Shivir Jwal pro-
gram was organized in
Gram Panchayat Sirpur
on Sunday night, the chief
guest of which was Vinod
Sevanlal Chandrakar,
State Chief
Commissioner, Bharat
Scout Guide Daulal
Chandrakar, District
President of Bharat Scout

Guide presided. State Vice
President of Bharat Scout
Guide Shashi Chandrakar,
Nukesh Chandrakar,
Nidhi Lokesh Chandrakar,
Aitram Sahu, Jai Pawar,
Kaushalendra Vaishnav,
District member Ajay
Mangal Dhruv, Rajesh
Sharma, HR Baghel, Dilip
Chandrakar, Rajesh
Chandrakar, Manik Sahu
as special guests.

In his address, the Chief
Guest State
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Chandrakar, while de-
scribing the Scouts and
Guides as the pillars of
service, dedication, self-re-
liance, sacrifice, disci-
pline, said that by joining
this, students become cul-
tured and play a leading
role in working in the in-
terest of society. Scout
guide is the path of hu-
manity and patriotism
and understanding the

moral and social responsi-
bility in the society, he
called upon him to con-
tribute in the upliftment of
the society. The program
was mainly attended by
District Organization
Commissioner Kamal
Lunia, Bhumika Lunia,
District Secretary
Ramkumar Sahu, District
Training Commissioner
Santosh Sahu, Nilima
Sahu, Vivek Das,
Gajanand Bhoi, Girish
Padhi, Tulendra Sagar,
Lata Vaishnav, Manisha
N a n d e s h w a r ,
Vyasnarayan Banjare,
Gopal Patel, Praveen
Chandrakar, Dinesh
Ghadge, Prem Patel,
Bhupendra Sahu,
Chudamani Sahu, Helen
Dhruv, Jyoti Dewan,
Urmila Dhruv, Asha Sahu,
Nandani Verma, Neshalal,
Phuleshwar, Rohit
Sharma and others.

Four-day district level
camp of BS&G inaugurated

Awareness camps to avoid
digital fraud mandatory: DC

Dongargaon, Sep 22:

The measurement of
the main road in city by
PWD has once again heat-
ed up controversy in the
market in city. On
Tuesday, the PWD officials
and employees were pres-
ent at the time of meas-
urement of the main road
in Dongargaon from one
end to another and were
found preparing their re-
port. It is notable here
that there is some or the
other discussions on con-
struction of six-lane road
under the Bharatmala
Project declared earlier
and in such conditions,
carrying out survey of the
road in the middle of the
city has further raked up
the controversy and it has
become centre of discus-
sion among those having
interest in the city. The
traders and businessmen

are regularly emphasising
on the fact that business
on either side of the main
road will get badly affect-
ed, if at all the project is
implemented. On the
other, with increasing
traffic pressure, it may
lead to more road acci-
dents and it was in view of
the same that demand for
widening of road was
made and it was also in-
cluded by the CM in the
state’s budget.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that PWD offi-
cers and employees start-
ed the measurement and
survey work of one end of
city i:e from Petrol Pump
to other end of the side
taking measurement on
either side of the divider
and prepared their report
on Tuesday. In this case, as
per information from the
PWD’s engineer, a budget-
ary provision of Rs 88.55

cr has been made in the
state’s budget for
Rajnandgaon district
under various heads and
this include the four-lane
road for Dongargaon city
and its widening as well.

In this regard PWD is
taking measurement and
preparing a report with
proposal for road widen-
ing on either side of di-
vider by 12.5 mts., outflow
of drain and rainwater;
streetlights provision and
other facilities are being
earmarked. There are re-
ports that after measure-
ment and survey, it will be
sent to the state govern-
ment and on sanction, ten-
der will be floated and
work will be started.

With this construction,
at one place where it will
ease the traffic, on the
other, it will give momen-
tum to other development
works in the city.

Measurement of main road by
PWD gives rise to speculations

Would ease out traffic woes and help in development works

Gariyaband, Sep 22:

The transfers in the
School Education depart-
ment is facing stiff protest
daily and after protest by
the employees affected,
now the members of CG
Adhikari, Karamchari
Federation (CAKF) have
held the transfers made in
District Gariyaband as vi-
olation of Transfer Policy
2022 and submitted a mem-
orandum to Collector
Prabhat Mallik and DEO
Karman Khatkar and de-
manded cancellation of
transfer orders issued.

The members of CAKF
informed that under
Clause-3 of Transfer
Policy 2022, it has been
mentioned in special sub-
section of Clause-3.1 of the
School Education deptt
that no transfers will be
made by which a school
becomes teacher-less or is
only with single teacher. It
is in violation of this par-
ticular clause that trans-

fers from many Schools of
Gariyaband viz. Primary
School Kalimati,
Budgeltappa, Patiyalpara,
Boirdih, Ghotiyabharri,
G a n d e r a b a t a ,
Dongaripara and Kumar
Para (Kunchenga) has
been made and here only
single teacher is on duty.

In the clause-3 of trans-
fer policy-202 by the state
government, it has been
clearly mentioned in the
special clause of School
Education deptt that as
per the set-up of the

School Education deptt, if
there is no vacant post at
the place of transfer for a
teacher then the transfer
will be automatically
treated as cancelled. But
going against the same, in
different Primary Schools
of Churra, viz. Atarmara,
Kumharmara, Sarkada,
Kansingh and others and
from Gariyaband block -
Primary School
Sambalpur, Marounda,
even after there is no va-
cant posts, the teachers
have been transferred and

which is clear-cut viola-
tion of the instructions
issue and stands automati-
cally cancelled and needs
to be seriously investigat-
ed.

Divyang’ teacher from
Gariyaband district trans-
ferred to remote school. In
addition to this in many
cases, both husband and
wife as teachers have been
transferred to different
blocks, instead of nearest
school and which is again
violation of rules.

Among those who sub-
mitted memorandum in-
cluded CAKF from
Gariyband included
Basant Trivedi general
secy, Lakhanlal Sahu-
District President CGCT-
GEA; block convener
CKAF Churra- MR Khan,
Block President CG
Sahayak Shikshak
Federation Dhananjay
Kumar Verma, V-P Trilok
Singh Sen and Secy.-
Poonam Chandrakar and
others.

CKAF submits memo to Collector, DEO
For transfers of teachers going against the rulues

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn,,  SSeepp  2222::

The formation of Chhattisgarh
Clerical Grade Government
Employees’ Association
(CCGGEA) at Tehsil level was
formed last on Sept 18 at
Janpad Panchayat building. In
this Sewa Patel- Asst. Grade-2
from office of BEO

Dongargaon was nominated as
Tehsil President by
Rajnandgaon unit. In this as
patron- KK Hadau and RB
Tembukar were appointed;
Aman Mahilange, Sharad Joshi
as V-P; Ramlal Sahu and AP
Gangotre as Treasurer; CL
Pathare as Secretary;
Abhishekh Bhosle as Asst.
Secy; Bharat Sahu as organi-
sation secy; Dahramraj Sahu
as organisational co-secre-
tary; Media in-charge Pradeep
Soni. The members of working
committee are- Baby Soni,
Pratima Dwivedi, Swati
Gajbiye, Puja Bhoyar, DK Soni,
Meena Nishad, Rajendra
Gandharv, Ajay Kaushal,
Ashok Sahu, Temanlal Baghel,
Leeladhar Dewangan, Usha
Sharma and Pawan Kumar
Sahu.

Sewa Patel appointed
Tehsil President CCGGEA

Five  Naxalites
surrender

Konta, Sep 22: Under
the direction of Uttam
Pratap Singh Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Naxalites influ-
enced by the
“Rehabilitation Policy”
of the Chhattisgarh
gover nment and the
“Poona Narkom
Abhiyan” (New
Mor ning, New
Beginning) being run
by the Sukma Police. 05
Naxalites active in the
organization surren-
dered.

Naxalites respective-
ly 01. Madkam Sukka
(Milisia Member), 02.
Madvi Lakma (GRD
Member), 03. Sodi
Hunga (Milisia Deputy
Commander), 04 Sodi
Rama Milisia Member,
05. Sodi Durva Milisia
Member) all residents
of Village Veerabhatti
Thana Bheji Area By
Sunil Shar ma,
Superintendent of
Police, District Sukma,
Punarvasu Tiwari, 2nd
Commanding Officer
202 CRPF surrendered
at Camp Kolaiguda on
September 20.
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WORLD RHINO DAY

Bihar Minister of Environment, Forest & Climate Change Tej Pratap Yadav with students during a wildlife
programme on the occasion of World Rhino Day, at Sanjay Gandhi zoo in Patna, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Signal snag 
 Mumbai: Local

train services on one
of the Central
Railway routes in
Mumbai were dis-
rupted due to a snag
in a signalling sys-
tem on Thursday
morning, officials
said. Some of the
local trains, consid-
ered as the lifeline of
Mumbai, were can-
celled while some
were running late,
commuters said. Due
to the disruption, the
crowd in trains and
on railway stations
swelled during the
morning rush hours.

Booked 
 Moradabad: Police

have registered a case
of gang rape after a
some men allegedly
assaulted a woman,
who was then seen
walking naked on a
road in Uttar
Pradesh’s Moradabad.
A grainy 15-second
CCTV footage of the
woman walking on
the road surfaced on-
line and was widely
shared on Wednesday.
The police said the in-
cident took place on
September 1 in a vil-
lage under the
Bhojpur police station
area, and they have al-
ready arrested an ac-
cused based on a com-
plaint filed on
September 7 by 
a family member of
the victim.

Factory fire
 New Delhi: A fire

broke out at a shoe
factory in north
Delhi’s Narela area on
Thursday, officials
said. Police said they
received information
about the fire around
11.30 am, following
which 15 fire tenders
were rushed to the
spot. The factory in-
cludes a basement,
ground and two
floors. The fire broke
out on the first and
second floors, the offi-
cials said.

Robbery
 Jaipur: Some uniden-

tified miscreants fled
away with an ATM
machine having over
Rs 12 lakh cash after
uprooting it in
Rajasthan’s Sawai
Madhopur, police said
on Thursday. The inci-
dent happened on
Wednesday night at
State Bank of India’s
ATM in Sarsaunp vil-
lage, Station House
Officer Tinu
Sogarwal said.

Boat capsizes 
 Anuppur: More

than 20 students
swam to safety on
Thursday after their
boat capsized in Sone
river in Anuppur dis-
trict in Madhya
Pradesh, an official
said. The incident
took place at 10:30am
in Chachai area,
some eight kilome-
tres from the district
headquarters,
Anuppur Sub
Divisional
Magistrate Kamlesh
Puri told PTI.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi with a young 

supporter during the 15th
day of party’s ‘Bharat Jodo

Yatra’ in Ernakulam, 
Kerala, Thursday.

Lucknow, Sep 22 (PTI):

At least 10 people were
killed, seven of them in
Etawah, and 11 injured in
incidents of lightning, and
wall and house collapses
as heavy rains in parts of
Uttar Pradesh affected
normal life in Firozabad
and forced the closure of
schools in Aligarh.

Apart from Etawah —
where the seven deceased
included four children of a
family — deaths have also
been reported from
Firozabad (2) and
Balrampur (1) districts
since Wednesday, officials
said. According to the
India Meteorological
Department, rainfall or
thundershowers have
been observed at most
places over West Uttar

Pradesh since Wednesday
morning. It said Etawah
observatory recorded 140
mm rainfall in 24 hours till
8.30 am Thursday. Rainfall
was reported from Agra
also.

Etawah district wit-
nessed three fatal inci-
dents of wall or house col-
lapses late on Wednesday
night, killing seven people
in total. Four children —

Sinku (10), Abhi (8), Sonu
(7) and Aarti (5) — died in
their sleep after a wall of
their house collapsed in
Chandra Pura village
under Civil Lines police
station area, Etawah
District Magistrate Avnish
Kumar Rai said.

Their sibling (5) and
grandmother, Chandni
Debi (70), were injured in
the incident. Etawah

Superintendent of Police
(City) Kapil Dev Singh
said an elderly couple —
Ram Sanehi (65) and
Reshma Debi (62) — died
when a boundary wall of a
petrol pump collapsed
onto their hut in
Kripalpur village under
Ekdil police station.

In yet another incident
in the district, Jabar Singh
(35) was buried alive after
his house in Andava ke
Banglan village under
Chakarnagar police sta-
tion collapsed following
heavy rains, SHO Deepak
Kumar said.

In Firozabad, a house
collapse in Banshinagar
locality under Shikohabad
police station on
Wednesday night killed
Shivam (6), and left eight
members of his family in-
jured, District Magistrate
Ravi Ranjan said.

The injured have been
admitted to the district
hospital.

10 killed, 11 injured in UP
in rain-related incidents

Rescue operation after a portion of a wall collapsed due to
heavy rainfall in Etawah district, Thursday. 

 Aligarh 
shuts schools till
Saturday

DUSSEHRA PREPARATIONS

A man works on effigies of demon-king Ravana ahead of the upcoming festival of ‘Dussehra’, in Jammu, Thursday.

Rajamahendravaram
(AP), Sep 22 (PTI):
Union Minister for Road
Transport and
Highways Nitin
Gadkari here on
Thursday laid the foun-
dation stone for eight
National Highway proj-
ects to be developed at a
cost of Rs 3,000 crore in
Andhra Pradesh.

The projects are in-
tended to provide green-
field road connectivity
to Kakinada Special
Economic Zone, SEZ
Port, fishing harbour
and anchorage port and
smoothen export of rice,
seafood, oil, iron ore,
bio-fuel, and granite
through Kakinada Port.

The Union Minister
said on the occasion
that five new flyovers
would be built at
Kaikaram, Morampudi,
Undarajavaram, Tetali
and Jonnada for hassle-
free and safe traffic

movement to
Namavaram, Satellite
City, Mandapeta,
R a m c h a n d r a p u r a m ,
K a k i n a d a ,
U n d a r a j a v a r a m ,
Nidadavolu, Tanuku
Town, and Kaikaram.
Special safety features
would be built in for rec-
tification of blackspots
on the highways, he
added.

Gadkari said the
other three projects that
include four-laning of
Vakalapudi -Uppada-
A n n a v a r a m ,
S a m a r l a k o t a -
Achampeta Junction
and construction of two-
lane with paved shoul-
ders from
Rampachodavaram to
Koyyuru would provide
road connectivity to re-
ligious locations such as
S a m a r l a k o t a ,
Annavaram, Bikkavolu,
Ryali and Pithapuram.

Besides, road connec-

tivity to tribal and
tourist areas like Araku
Valley, Lambasinghi and
Borra Caves would be
provided.

The projects, once de-
veloped, would provide
safe, better and fast
intra- State connectivity
through Kakinada and
Alluri Sitharama Raju
districts, he added.

The Union govern-
ment, Gadkari said, was
committed to ensure
prosperity in Andhra
Pradesh through world-
class infrastructure.

AP Roads and
Buildings Minister D
Raja, MPs V Geeta, M
Bharat, P S C Bose,
Roads and Buildings
Principal Secretary M T
Krishna Babu and oth-
ers attended.

Later, the Union
Minister visited the fa-
mous Kadiyam nurs-
eries and interacted
with the farmers.

Gadkari lays stone 
for Rs 3,000 cr NH projects

Itanagar, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Arunachal Pradesh
Public Service
Commission (APPSC) has
expressed regret over the
recent leak of question
paper of the assistant en-
gineer (civil) examination.

Expressing regret on be-
half of the Commission,
APPSC member Jarken
Gamlin said that the ac-
cused official Taket
Jerang, has been put
under suspension after his
arrest on September 16.

Gamlin said that the ac-
cused aspirant Thomas
Gaduk has been debarred
from all examinations con-
ducted by the Commission
till the finalization of the
case by the court.

“The commission has
been working to stream-
line and refine the system

of setting and evaluating
question papers with the
sole aim of efficient, trans-
parent and merit-based se-
lection system”, Gamlin
said. He said an internal
audit of the office proce-
dure is being conducted by
the commission to identify
weak links within the sys-
tem, and undertake cor-
rective measures to obvi-
ate recurrence of such in-
cidents in the future.

Six people have been ar-
rested by the capital police
so far in the question
paper leak case.

Since the arrests, the
commission has cancelled
the examinations and up-
coming examinations in-
cluding those scheduled
for female medical officer,
veterinary officer, assis-
tant conservator of forest,
post graduate teacher and

dairy development officer.
Meanwhile, frustrated

over the repeated gaffes by
the APPSC in conducting
its examinations, a group
of youths held a satirical
protest here. The protest
was organised by ag-
grieved aspirants and un-
employed youths by organ-
izing a donation drive in
aid of the Commission on
Wednesday. The organis-
ers said that they held the
day-long donation drive
for the ‘unpaid’ staff of
the APPSC. “We are rais-
ing funds for APPSC staff
that are working day and
night for fair/ transparent
recruitment, that too with-
out any allowances or
salary. We will be submit-
ting the amount to APPSC
for their team’s selfless
services,” said Prem Taba,
one of the organisers.

APPSC expresses regret 
over leak of question paper

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena on
Thursday said encourag-
ing research should be an
important mandate for
any premium medical in-
stitution along with teach-
ing and training.

During his address at
the Maulana Azad Medical
College (MAMC) where he
handed over degrees to
MBBS and postgraduate
students, he underlined
the importance of basic re-
search for human develop-
ment.

Nearly 236 MBBS stu-
dents who passed out in
2020 and 248 students who
completed their courses
last year were awarded de-
grees at the function. A
total of 356 post-graduate

students of 2020 and 2021
batches were also awarded
degrees. “In a nation, yet
marred by poverty and
disease, doctors and physi-
cians have an added re-
sponsibility of scaling
hitherto unscored fron-
tiers,” the LG said.

“In doing so, pure re-
search, bereft of profes-
sional and commercial
considerations, is the most
essential prerequisite,” he
added. Asserting the im-
portance of research dur-
ing the training process,
Saxena said, “It should be
the most important bench-
mark of excellence of an
academic institution. In
addition to teaching and
training, encouraging re-
search should be an im-

portant mandate for any
premium medical institu-
tion.” Saxena also stressed
on the fact that the experi-
ence during the COVID-19
pandemic has highlighted
the importance of the role
of a medical institution in
imparting quality educa-
tion to its students like
never before.

“I am sure as you pass
out of the portals of your
alma mater, you would
have sufficiently learnt
from this experience and
will meet the challenges
that stand ahead of you in
your practice and further
research,” he added.

The LG also told stu-
dents that he hoped that
the students are passing
out not just as better and
compassionate doctors but
good human beings.

LG V K Saxena confers 
degrees to MBBS, PG students 

 Of MAMC

Bhubaneswar,Sep 22 (PTI):
Forests need to be viewed
as a habitat of the tribal
communities and forest
conservation must be con-
sidered a way to build
local livelihood, Director
General of Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE) Sunita Narain said
on Thursday.

She said forest conserva-
tion should be seen along
with two contexts — cli-
mate change and natural
calamities.

“We have an issue of cli-
mate change. Trees are a
very important part of
finding an answer to cli-
mate change and forests
play a very important role
in reducing pollution,”
Narain said.

Speaking at a workshop
on the topic of “The Fight

Over a Right” organised
by the CSE in
Bhubaneswar, she further
said the country is in
“deep crisis” when it
comes to natural calami-
ties and disasters and that
green areas in the cities
need to be planned.

“If the government is
bringing new laws, what
compensation is it giving
to the tribals? Somewhere
we are going wrong in the
policy and that is some-
thing we have to talk
about. Forest is also a nat-
ural source of livelihood,”
she said.

Narain said forests
should be used as a source
to soak up fossil fuel emis-
sions and build local liveli-
hood. Earlier, Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav had said

the new forest conserva-
tion rules “do not dilute or
infringe on” the provi-
sions of the Forest Rights
Act, 2006, assuaging con-
cerns that the new rules
allow cutting of forests
without the consent of for-
est-dwellers.

The environment min-
istry notified the Forest
(Conservation) Rules, 2022
under the Forest
(Conservation) Act (FCA)
on June 28 to replace the
earlier rules, notified in
2003.

The FCA was enacted in
1980 to help conserve the
country’s forests. It strict-
ly restricts and regulates
the de-reservation of
forests or use of forest
land for non-forest purpos-
es without the prior ap-
proval of the Centre.

‘Forests need to be viewed 
as habitat of tribal communities’

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI):

From “Malabar Meen
Roast” (Kerala fish fry) to
“Chemmeen Manga Fry”
(Kerala prawns fry), an on-
going Kerala food festival
in the national capital is
dishing out exotic coastal
recipes to Delhiites.

The gastronomical ex-
travaganza, served piping
hot here at the Sana-di-ge,
Malcha Marg,is a treat for
its patrons who get to take
a ride down the gourmet’s
lane — exploring a range
of Keralite textures and
soulful flavours of the rich
cuisine from the god’s own
country. “After receiving a
fabulous response for our
Onam Sadhya we decided
to continue the celebra-
tions with our Kerala food
festival which has also
been doing really well. We
strive to satisfy our guests

by ensuring that our ingre-
dients and spices are fresh
and sourced from the
coastal regions to main-
tain authenticity of the
cuisine,” Sukesh Kanchan,
executive chef at Sana-di-
ge, told PTI. The festival is
offering an assortment of
delicious ethnic fare in-
cluding dishes like
“Nandu Rasam” (crab
soup), Malabar Meen
Roast ( Kerala fish fry),
Chemmeen Manga Fry (
Kerala prawns fry), Nandu
Green Sukka (Kerala crab
sukka), Nandu Green
Sukka (Kerala crab
sukka), “Malabar Meen
Curry” (Kerala fish curry),
“Chemmeen Alle-Piyavu”
(Kerala prawns curry),
“Kakka Irachi Curry”
(Kerala clams curry) along
with Ghee rice, Kuthari
choru, Kerara paratha and
Appam.

Food festival takes Delhiites
on culinary tour of Kerala

Kolkata, Sep 22 (PTI): 

A division bench of
the Calcutta High Court
on Thursday rejected a
review petition of West
Bengal government to
reconsider an earlier
judgement of the bench
to clear dearness al-
lowance (DA) arrears
within three months.

The bench comprising
justices Harish Tandon
and Rabindranath
Samanta rejected the
state government’s peti-
tion to review its May 20
order.

Upholding an order of
the State
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Tribunal (SAT), the
Calcutta High Court had
in May directed the
West Bengal govern-
ment to release dear-

ness DA arrears since
July 2009, when the
Revision of Pay and
Allowances (ROPA)
came into effect in the
state, within three
months.

The state government
had filed a writ petition
in the high court chal-
lenging the SAT order of
July 2019 that directed it
to pay DA at par with
the Centre, and to clear
the amount in three in-
stalments.

The division bench on
Thursday also fixed
November 9 as the date
of hearing of a con-
tempt petition filed by
the associations of state
government employees,
alleging that the author-
ities had not cleared the
DA arrears within three
months from May 2022.

Cal HC rejects DA review
petition of Bengal govt
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Islamabad, Sep 22 (PTI) 

Imran Khan on
Thursday dodged a con-
tempt indictment when a
top Pakistani court de-
ferred proceedings against
the former prime minister
after he appeared before it
and expressed willingness
to apologise for his contro-
versial remarks against a
female judge.

The Islamabad High
Court was expected to for-
mally indict Khan in con-
tempt proceedings against
him for passing controver-
sial remarks against
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Zeba
Chaudhry during a rally
here last month.

Khan appeared before
the court amid tight secu-

rity.
The Islamabad High

Court deferred con-
tempt proceedings
against Khan after he
expressed his willing-
ness to apologise to
Chaudhry for his con-
troversial remarks.

The case was heard
by a larger bench, head-
ed by IHC CJ Athar
Minallah and compris-
ing Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani, Justice
Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb, Justice
Tariq Mehmood

Jahangiri and Justice
Babar Sattar.

As the hearing began,
the former prime minister
and chairman of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party sought permis-
sion to put his statement
on the record, saying he

was barred from speaking
at the last hearing. “I am
ready to apologise to the fe-
male judge,” he told the
court. “The court thinks
that I have crossed a line.
My intention was not to
threaten the female judge.
If the court says so, I am

ready to personally go to
the judge and apologise,”
the 69-year-old cricketer-
turned-politician said. He
went on to assure the court
that “I will not do some-
thing like this in the fu-
ture.” “I am sorry if I have
crossed a red line,” he
added. As he made the
plea, Chief Justice
Minallah asked if he was
ready to visit the female

judge to offer an apology
then it was enough. “It is
your personal decision as
to visit the judge in person
If you have realised the
mistake and are ready to
apologise for it that is
enough,” he remarked.

He also asked the former
premier to submit an “affi-
davit detailing what you
have said” and adjourned
the hearing till October 3.

Imran ready to apologise for controversial remarks against female judge

United Nations, Sep 22 (PTI) 

The United Kingdom is
deepening its links with fel-
low democracies like India,
Israel, Indonesia and South
Africa, British Prime
Minister Liz Truss told
world leaders at the 77th ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly in New York. “So,

we are building new part-
nerships around the world.
We are fortifying our deep
security alliances in Europe
and beyond through NATO
and the Joint Expeditionary
Force,” Truss said on
Wednesday. “We are deepen-
ing our links with fellow
democracies like India,
Israel, Indonesia and South

Africa,” she said, adding that
the UK is building new secu-
rity ties with its friends in
the Indo-Pacific and the Gulf.
She said the UK has shown
leadership on free and fair
trade, striking trade agree-
ments with Australia, New
Zealand, Japan and many
others, and “we are in the
process” of acceding to the

Trans-Pacific Partnership.
“Rather than exerting influ-
ence through debt, aggres-
sion, and taking control of
critical infrastructure and
minerals, we are building
strategic ties based on mutu-
al benefit and trust. And we
are deepening partnerships
like the G7 and the
Commonwealth,” she said.

UK deepening links with fellow democracies like India, Israel, Indonesia, South Africa: Truss

United Nations, Sep 22 (AP) 

The United States and
its allies plan to ramp up
criticism of Russia for its
war in Ukraine on
Thursday and press other
countries to join in their
forceful condemnations of
the conflict.

A day after President
Joe Biden assailed
Russian leader Vladimir
Putin for what he called
egregious violations of
the UN Charter and inter-
national law, the US will
make the case at the UN
Security Council that
Russia should face further
censure and isolation for
its invasion, senior U.S. of-
ficials said.

The officials said
Secretary of State Antony

Blinken will confront his
Russian counterpart
Sergey Lavrov at a council
meeting with a litany of
allegations of war crimes
and other atrocities and
call on countries that have
yet to speak out forcefully
against them as an affront
to international order. The
officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity in
order to preview what
they expect will be a 15-
minute presentation by
Blinken.

One official said
Blinken would lay out
what the Biden adminis-
tration believes is a com-
pelling case that the war
has not only caused mas-
sive destruction to
Ukraine and the
Ukrainian people but ex-

acerbated multiple other
global crises, including po-
tential famines and ener-
gy shortages, as well as
distracted from efforts to
improve international
health, combat climate
change and reduce 
poverty.

The official said
Blinken will point to re-
cent developments, includ-
ing Russia’s mobilization
of new troops, threats to
use nuclear weapons and
new efforts to annex parts
of Ukraine. Blinken will
also say that Security
Council has a “special re-
sponsibility” and obliga-
tion to speak out against
actions that threaten its
credibility and relevance
as the U.N.’s most power-
ful body, the official said.

US to step up its criticism of
Russia at UN Security Council

Kampala (Uganda), Sep 22 (AP) 

Uganda confirmed seven
Ebola infections on
Thursday as authorities try
to track down 43 contacts of
known Ebola patients two
days after authorities in the
East African country an-
nounced an outbreak of the
contagious disease.

A total of eight deaths,
including one confirmed,
are “attributable to the
virus,” said Dr. Henry
Kyobe, a Ugandan military
officer who is tracking
Ebola cases.

He spoke of a “rapidly
evolving” situation where
“we think cases may rise in
a few days.”

The epicentre of the out-
break is the central
Ugandan district of
Mubende, whose main

town lies along a highway
into the capital, Kampala.

That travel link and sev-
eral crowded artisanal gold
mines there is concerning,
Kyobe told the World
Health Organisation.

Ugandan authorities
have not yet found the
source of the outbreak, and
neither have they discov-
ered the key first case.

But they were able to
confirm an Ebola outbreak
of the Sudan type earlier
this week after testing a
sample from a 24-year-old
man who had been initially
treated for other illnesses,
including malaria and
pneumonia, when he
sought care in his home
town.

Six others in the same
area, including three chil-
dren, died earlier in

September after suffering
what local officials called a
strange illness.

There is no proven vac-
cine for the Sudan strain of
Ebola, and “its very critical
at this point that we treat
this outbreak as serious,
because we may not have
the advantage that we have
gained in terms of the ad-
vancement in medical
countermeasures,” said Dr.
Patrick Otim, an epidemi-
ologist with WHO in
Africa.

Ebola, which is spread by
contact with bodily fluids
of an infected person or
contaminated materials,
manifests as a deadly hem-
orrhagic fever.

Symptoms include fever,
vomiting, diarrhoea, mus-
cle pain and at times inter-
nal and external bleeding.

Uganda confirms 7 Ebola cases

New York, Sep 22 (PTI) 

India has discussed ways
to step up cooperation
among IBSA countries in
various multilateral fora,
including the UN, WTO
and G20, on major issues of
in the international agen-
da. The IBSA (India, Brazil,
South Africa) has emerged
as a key tripartite grouping
for the promotion of coop-
eration in a range of areas.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Wednesday hosted the 10th
India-Brazil-South Africa
(IBSA) Trilateral
Ministerial Commission
Meeting along with
Brazil’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs Carlos
Alberto Franco Fran a and
Dr. Joe Phaahla, Minister
of Health of the Republic
of South Africa.

“The Ministers ex-
pressed satisfaction on the
coordination and coopera-
tion among IBSA countries
in various multilateral
fora, including the UN,
WTO, WIPO and G20, on
major issues of interna-
tional agenda. They reiter-
ated their intention to fur-
ther deepen IBSA coopera-

tion on international is-
sues at various
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Organisations and group-
ings,” according to a joint
statement issued after the
10th IBSA Trilateral
Ministerial Commission
Meeting.

“The Ministers reaf-
firmed the centrality of the
rules-based, transparent,
non-discriminatory, open
and inclusive multilateral
trading system (MTS), as
embodied in the WTO and
its role in promoting pre-
dictability, stability, legal

certainty and a level play-
ing field for international
trade while ensuring spe-
cial and differential treat-
ment for developing coun-
tries including Least
Developed Countries,” it
said. “They also agreed to
make all efforts to reform
and strengthen the multi-
lateral trading system and
make the WTO more effec-
tive and responsive to the
needs of its developing
country members,” the
statement said. The mem-
bers also underscored the
need to continue to make

positive efforts to ensure
that developing country
members, including the
least-developed country
members, secure a share in
the growth of world trade
commensurate with the
needs of their economic
development, it said.

With context to G20, they
reaffirmed the high-profile
grouping’s role as the pre-
mier forum for interna-
tional economic coopera-
tion and reiterated the
need for implementing
SDGs and continuing to
promote sustainable devel-
opment, according to the
joint statement.

The ministers noted the
upcoming G20
Presidencies of India and
Brazil in 2023 and 2024, re-
spectively, as useful oppor-
tunities to cooperate and
steer the G20 Agenda and
work with a developmental
perspective. The Ministers
also agreed to coordinate
on issues of common inter-
est, including health, inter-
national trade and invest-
ments, environment and
climate change, counter-
terrorism, transnational
crime and development is-
sues, the statement added.

India discusses cooperation among IBSA countries in
various multilateral fora, including UN, WTO and G20
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Minister sentenced
 Beijing: China’s for-

mer Justice Minister
and top public securi-
ty official, Fu
Zhenghua, was on
Thursday sentenced to
death with a two-year
reprieve for corrup-
tion and abuse of
power, official media
here reported. Fu took
advantage of his offi-
cial authority or posi-
tion to seek gains by
helping others with
their business opera-
tions, official posi-
tions, and legal cases,
according to prosecu-
tors. Fu, a former sen-
ior official of China’s
top political advisory
body, the China
People’s Political
Consultative
Conference (CPPCC),
accepted bribes and
abused his power,
state-run People’s
Daily Online cited the
Intermediate People’s
court in Changchun of
Jilin province as say-
ing in its verdict on
Thursday.

Myanmar sanctions
 Bangkok: A United

Nations-appointed
human rights expert
called Thursday for
governments and
companies to coordi-
nate efforts to cut off
the military-led gov-
ernment of
Myanmar from its
sources of revenue
and weapons, saying
life in the
Southeastern Asian
nation has become a
“living hell” for
many since the gen-
erals seized power
last year. Tom
Andrews, in Geneva
to deliver his annual
report on Myanmar
to the U.N. Human
Rights Council, told
reporters that while
many countries have
been imposing sanc-
tions on individuals,
military entities, fi-
nancial institutions
and energy compa-
nies, what is needed
is “coordinated ac-
tion.”

In this image taken, for-
mer Chinese justice min-
ister Fu Zhenghua is es-
corted by court police as
he attends a court ses-
sion for his verdict an-
nouncement in
Changchun, on Thursday.
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Catches win 
matches

With a month to go for
the T20 World Cup, but I
am surprised how our
cricketers forget the game
of cricket’s first lesson
‘catches win matches’. If
not, then how three
dropped catches and poor
death bowling meant
India finished on the los-
ing side as Australia
reached the formidable
target of 209 with four
balls and four wickets to
spare. Indian batters
Hardik Pandya (71 not
out), KL Rahul (55) and
Suryakumar Yadav (46)
played brilliant innings to
help the hosts post 208/6.
Though senior batters
Virat Kohli (2) and Rohit
Sharma (11) fell inside the
fifth over. However, an un-
derwhelming bowling dis-
play, in the absence of
pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah, and sloppy field-
ing ensured India's defeat.
The main culprit of the
India’s defeat was none
other than skipper Rohit
Sharma's favourite
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(Bhubi), for whom not
only his 16-run 19th over
allowed Australia to pull
off a record chase of 209
in the first T20I in Mohali
but also in 18 deliveries he
has bowled in three
matches against Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, and now
Australia, he has given
away 49 runs and India
lost all the three matches.
It seems Bhubi should be
kept for One Day
International and not T20
further. Even the poor
death bowling and sloppy
fielding Australia were
dominant in the run
chase, romping home in
19.2 overs. Kudos to
Aussies once again for
their magnificent per-
formance.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Cyber safety
The recent incident of a

leaked MMS video at
Chandigarh University
has again brought us face
to face with the challenges
of living in the cyber
world. With cameras that
can be hidden in the head
of a screw, privacy is be-
coming a big challenge, es-
pecially in public toilets,
changing rooms, hostels,
PG accommodations, hotel
rooms, etc. There are web-
sites that are ready to buy
such photos and videos.
Being aware and cautious
can reduce these inci-
dents. Before using public
utilities, it is important to
check that the place is se-
cure and look around for
any hidden devices. At so-
cietal level, there should
be a third-party audit of
such utilities to ensure
compliance to safety. A be-
ginning should be made in
this direction.

Parveen K Bangotra,
by mail
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Youngsters undergo physical test as part of Indian Army recruitment ‘Agniveer’ programme at Morhabadi grounds
in Ranchi, Thursday, Sept. 22.

ARMY RECRUITMENT

Siobhan Glavey

W e know what we
need to do to reduce

our risk of getting cancer,
right? Wear SPF, stop smok-
ing, avoid processed foods,
keep fit, lose weight and get
enough sleep. But what if
much of what causes cancer
has already happened in our
early years, or worse still, be-
fore we were born.

A recent study from
Brigham and Women's
Hospital and Harvard
University says that may be
the case, especially in can-
cers that happen before the
age of 50 (early-onset can-
cers).

The most important find-
ing in this study, published in
Nature Reviews Clinical
Oncology, is that people born
after 1990 are more likely to
develop cancer before the age
of 50 than people born, for ex-
ample, in 1970. Meaning that
young people will be more
heavily burdened by cancer

than generations gone by,
with the knock-on effects on
healthcare, economics and
families.

What we are exposed to in
early life can affect our risk
of developing cancer later in
life, and this review of can-
cer trends looks at how these
factors might be affecting
early-onset cancers. What ex-
posures matter in early life
are still not fully clear, but
front-runners include diet,
lifestyle, the environment
and the bugs that live in our
gut (the microbiome).

When looking at large
numbers of people, re-
searchers can see that di-
etary and lifestyle habits are
formed early in life. This is
seen in obesity where obese
children are more likely to
become obese adults. As obe-
sity is a known risk factor for
cancer, it follows that those
adults are likely to develop
cancer at an earlier age, pos-
sibly because they have been
exposed to the risk factor for

a longer time.
Of course, some of these

early-onset cancers are de-
tected through better screen-
ing programmes and earlier
diagnosis, which contributes
to increased numbers of new
cancers diagnosed annually,
worldwide. But that is not the
whole story.

Early-onset cancers have
different genetic signatures
compared with late-onset
cancers and are more likely
to have spread than cancers
diagnosed in later life. This
means that those cancers
may need different types of
treatment and a more per-
sonalised approach that is
tailored to the patient's age at
the time the cancer devel-
oped.

Gut bacteria
The Brigham study looked

at 14 cancers and found that
the genetic makeup of the
cancer and the aggression
and growth of the cancer
was different in patients who
developed it before the age of

50 compared with those who
developed the same cancer
after the age of 50.

This seemed to be more
prominent in several types of
gut cancers (colorectal, pan-
creatic, stomach). One possi-
ble reason for this relates to
our diet and microbiome.
Gut bacteria are altered by
high-sugar diets, antibiotics
and breastfeeding. And as
patterns of these things
change in society over time,
so do the bacteria in our gut.
This might support the im-
plementation of sugar taxes
as recommended by the
World Health Organisation.

If our healthy cells are pro-
grammed in the womb, then
so might the cells that go on
to cause cancer. Maternal
diet, obesity and environ-
mental exposures, such as air
pollution and pesticides, are
known to increase the risk of
chronic diseases and can-
cers.

Conversely, severe restric-
tions on food intake in preg-

nancy, as seen in famine, in-
crease the risk of breast can-
cer in offspring. Both of
these findings would have
different implications for so-
cietal approaches to reducing
cancer risk.

As a haematologist, I take
care of patients with multi-
ple myeloma, which is an in-
curable blood cancer that
usually affects patients over
the age of 70. In recent years,
there has been an increased
number of younger people
diagnosed with this cancer
worldwide, which is only
partly explained by better
screening. This study flags
obesity as an important risk
factor for early-onset disease,
but clearly, there are other
risk factors yet to be uncov-
ered. Understanding what
makes early-onset cancers
tick, what exposures really
matter and what can be done
to prevent them are some of
the first steps to developing
prevention strategies for fu-
ture generations.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

T he implementation of the 'Agreement on the use of Chattogram and
Mongla Port' (ACMP) for the movement of goods to and from India

through Bangladesh is gaining momentum with the Land Port Authority of
India (LPAI) facilitating trial runs of consignments through land ports in
Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya. Full operationalization of the ACMP is ex-
pected to turn the landlocked northeast region into a major commercial
hub in South Asia. A trial run of a cargo of steel bars was sent from Kolkata
port on September 3 to Assam through Chittagong sea port-Sheloalandi
port route to operationalize the ACMP. The LPAI facilitating the cargo
through Integrated Check Post, Sutarkandi in Assam on the India side of
the Sheola-Sutarkandi border crossing marked the significant improve-
ment in connectivity and infrastructure for cross-border movement of
goods between India and Bangladesh. The return cargo, a consignment of
tea leaves from Meghalaya reached Chittagong port on September 13
through the Tamabil Land Custom Station in Sylhet across Integrated
Check Post at Dawki on way to the final destination — Kolkata. It was for
the first time that India used a land port in Sylhet for goods movement be-
tween Kolkata and the Northeast. The trial runs boosted the confidence of
both the countries in using Chittagong and Mongla ports for the movement
of goods between the Northeast and the rest of India through Bangladesh's
territory saving time and reducing transportation costs. The alternative
routes through the seaports and land ports of Bangladesh reduce the long
distance of about 1200 km through Chicken Neck Corridor to almost half.
Earlier last month, the LPAI also facilitated a successful trial run of an ex-
perimental cargo from Kolkata to Silchar via Srimantapur Land Custom
Station in Tripura through the Mongla seaport in Bangladesh. A smooth and
successful run of the consignments is expected to prompt Shipping
Ministry to finalize the Standard Operating Procedure under the ACMP for
regular transit of goods between the rest of India and its northeast region
by using the two Bangladesh seaports. The ACMP exempts the goods being
carried under the agreement from routine physical customs inspection en
route except when customs authorities suspect irregularities. Besides, au-
thorities of two ports will provide facilities, to the goods being transported
under the agreement, no less favourable than what would be accorded to
exports or imports from Bangladesh and shall endeavour to provide priority
space at their ports for goods being transported under the Agreement, pro-
vided that such space and facility is available in the ports. The agreement
states that any transportation within Bangladesh shall be done using only
Bangladeshi Vehicles or Bangladeshi Vessels till the Motor Vehicles
Agreement for the Regulation of Passenger and Cargo Vehicular Traffic be-
tween and among Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN MVA) comes
into force. The BBIN MVA will facilitate seamless passenger and personal
traffic besides cargo movement in the sub-region. The enabling
Memorandum of Understanding to be signed for operationalization of the
BBIN was finalized in March but is awaiting ratification by Bhutan. This
ACMP came into force on October 25, 2018, and remains in force till 2023
with automatic renewal for successive periods of five years unless either
India or Bangladesh seeks to terminate it with six months prior notice. Visit
the ICP Sutarkandi located about 15 km off Karimganj town by a delegation
of the Asian Development Bank and the National Highways and
Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited last week and discuss
cross-border trade, land acquisition and construction of a four-lane con-
necting the zero line on India-Bangladesh border demonstrated India prior-
itizing the use of Bangladesh seaport and territory for faster transport of
goods to and from the northeast region. During the recent visit to India by
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Bangladesh Prime Minister welcomed the successful completion of
trial runs under the ACMP and looked forward to its full operationalization
at the earliest which has brightened fresh hopes for States in the northeast
region of unlocking their trade potential. These states being consuming
can hope to cut down transportation costs of essential commodities pro-
cured from outside the region after the ACMP is fully operationalized. The
two sides also agreed to expeditiously explore direct shipping links be-
tween the two countries. According to an official release, the Indian side in-
formed that it has offered free transit via its territory to Bangladesh for ex-
porting its products to third countries through specified Land Customs
Stations/Airports/Seaports and invited the Bangladesh business communi-
ty for using its port infrastructure for transhipment to third countries. India
has also been providing free transit to Bangladesh for exporting its prod-
ucts to Nepal and Bhutan. The return cargo under ACMP will increase the
marketability of goods from the region in other states with reduced cost of
transportation. Full operationalization of ACMP will open a new window of
opportunities for the landlocked northeast.

Bangladesh seaport 
hopes for Northeast

Dr. Daleep Pandita

W ith the hefty cryptomarket of more than $ 2 trillion, cryptocur-
rency is rapidly becoming fast growing parallel economies in

the world . This virtual form of currency devoid of any physical form
which is transacted through more than 5000 meme coins is neither re-
deemable nor have any control of the regulator. This cryptomarket has
not witnessed much volatility as seen in the share markets that has
earned the trust and confidence of investors to become the main rea-
son of investment in this hidden market without fear of losing money on
this platform. Currently this virtual currency has evolved as an integral
part of international economy due to its secure and comfortable means
of financial transitions all across the globe and has ultimately emerged
as a dependable tool of diversification for investment. Due to its func-
tioning and mode of operation, this growing trend of crypto investment
is not only dangerous for any financial system but is posing variety of
serious threats to our national economy thereby trying to destabilise
safety and security of India. Although it is not a legal tender like that of
a flat money in our country, but it has been the demand of our financial
system to critically analyse the pros and cons of this form of currency
before introducing it in to our economic system. Primarily due to its
basic and inherent threats attached to it this risky cryptocurrency busi-
ness due to is hidden transitions in absence of the control of any regula-
tor ultimately result into financial instability and economic crises due to
increase in financial frauds and promotion of economic crimes during
these operations. It creates improper utilization and misappropriation
of funds both at micro and macro level of operations. Cryptocurrency is
the main reason of promoting money laundering that have multiple ef-
fects on financial stability and violates all norms and foreign exchange
principles by virtue of its operations. This type of uncontrollable finan-
cial transactions evade both direct and indirect taxations affecting gov-
ernment revenue resulting into heavy losses to the government excheq-
uer. The unaccountable transactions through crypto exchanges drasti-
cally bring down the value of operating currencies bankrupting the na-
tions as a whole. Besides posing serious external and internal threats to
the safety and security of our country, cryptocurrency in India is mainly
creating safe havens for promoting corruption at national level in gen-
eral and helping in abetting terrorism in our Union Territory in particu-
lar. Now hidden transactions under the ambit of cryptocurrency has
proved safe method for indulging in to heavy and bulk give and take
form of corruption at highest levels of our society. Of late money han-
dlers across our borders engaged in promoting terrorism has adopted
this new technique of using unnoticeable cryptocurrency exchanges in
luring youth and abetting terrorist activities particularly in Jammu and
Kashmir. This unlawful financial trend can not be ignored merely by the
directives issued by our financial regulator, Reserve Bank of India but
warrants immediate attention of government of the day. Realising such
dangerous consequences, even countries like China, Turkey, Gulf
Nations and some of the European countries have already banned cryp-
tocurrency in their economy. Lessons need to be drawn from the expe-
riences of these countries which can be of immense assistance in bring-
ing out the legislation with adequate teeth for curbing this fast growing
economic menace thereby also sending a strong message to the unau-
thorized lobby of hidden investors promoting this risky and dangerous
crytocurrency business in India.

((AAuutthhoorr  iiss  ffoorrmmeerr  RReeggiioonnaall  MMaannaaggeerr  wwiitthh  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa  PPSSUU))

Threats of cryptocurrency

Y ou may have heard
about the longevity diet,

and its promise of an extended
life span but what exactly is it
and is it any different to other
diets promoting good health?
The longevity diet is a set of eat-
ing recommendations compiled
by a biochemist called Valter
Longo, director of the
University of Southern
California's Longevity Institute.
He is known for his research on
the role of fasting, the effects of
nutrients on your genes and
how these may impact ageing
and the risk of diseases. While
the longevity diet has been tar-
geted to older adults, it is also
recommended for younger peo-
ple. Longo has said he plans to
live to 120 by following this diet.

So, what does the 
diet look like?

Foods in this diet are vegeta-
bles, including leafy greens,
fruit, nuts, beans, olive oil, and
seafood that's low in mercury. So
most foods in the longevity diet
are plant based. Plant-based
diets are generally higher in vi-
tamins and minerals, dietary
fibre, antioxidants and lower in
saturated fat and salt, which
lead to health benefits. Foods
that are discouraged are an ex-
cess of meat and dairy, and
those high in processed sugar
and saturated fats.For people
who don't want to go without
dairy, the longevity diet recom-
mends switching from cow's
milk to either goat's or sheep's
milk, which have a slightly dif-

ferent nutrient profile. But
there is little evidence sheep's
and goat's milk provide more
health benefits. Including fer-
mented dairy (such as cheese
and yoghurt) in your diet, as
recommended in the longevity
diet, is beneficial as it provides
a more extensive microbiome
(good bacteria) than any milk.

Have you seen 
this diet before?

Many of you may recognise
this as a familiar dietary pat-
tern. It is similar to the
Mediterranean diet, especially
as both feature olive oil as the
oil of choice. The
Mediterranean diet is promoted
and backed by a considerable
body of evidence to be health
promoting, reducing the risk of
disease, and promoting longevi-
ty. The longevity diet is also sim-
ilar to many national, evidence-
based dietary guidelines, in-
cluding Australia's. Two-thirds
of the recommended foods in
the Australian dietary guide-
lines come from plant-based
foods (cereals, grains, legumes,
beans, fruits, vegetables). The
guidelines also provide plant-
based alternatives for protein
(such as dried beans, lentils and
tofu) and dairy (such as soy-
based milks, yoghurts and
cheeses, so long as they are sup-
plemented with calcium).

Intermittent fasting
Another aspect of the

longevity diet is the specified
periods of fasting, known as in-
termittent fasting. The diet ad-
vocates eating in a 12-hour time-
frame, and not eating for three
to four hours before bed time.
Typically with intermittent
fasting people fast for 16 20
hours with a four to eight hour
window of eating. Another in-
termittent fasting option is the
5:2 diet, in which eating is re-
stricted to about 2,000 3,000 kilo-
joules for two days of the week
and for the other five days, eat-
ing normally. The evidence indi-
cates intermittent fasting may

lead to improvements in insulin
resistance, which leads to better
blood glucose control. This can
reduce your risk of type 2 dia-
betes and other chronic dis-
eases, such as heart disease and
obesity.

Maintain a healthy weight
The longevity diet recom-

mends that people who are over-
weight eat only two meals a day
breakfast and either a midday
or evening meal plus just two
low-sugar snacks. This is to try
to reduce kilojoule intake for
weight loss. Another important
aspect of this recommendation
is to reduce snacking, particu-
larly of foods high in saturated
fat, salt or sugar. These are the
foods we typically refer to as dis-
cretionary/ sometimes foods, or
ultra-processed foods. These
offer little nutritional value, and
in some cases are linked to
worse health outcomes.

Eat a rainbow of colours
The longevity diet recom-

mends eating foods rich in nu-
trients, which most national di-
etary guidelines also advocate.
This means eating a diet rich in
plant foods, and a variety of
foods within each food group.
Each colour fruit and vegetable
contains different nutrients, so
eating a range of coloured fruit
and vegetables is recommend-
ed. The recommendation to se-
lect a range of wholegrains over
refined cereals, breads, pasta
and rice also reflects the best
nutritional evidence.

Restrict protein intake
This diet recommends a re-

stricting protein intake to 0.68-
0.80g per kilogram of body
weight per day. This is 47-56g of
protein a day for a 70 kg person.
For reference each of these foods
contains about 10g of protein:
two small eggs, 30g cheese, 40g
lean chicken, 250mL dairy milk,
3/4cup lentils, 120g tofu, 60g nuts
or 300mL soy milk. This is in line
with government recommenda-
tions. Most Australians easily
consume this level of protein in

their diet. However it is the eld-
erly population, to whom the
longevity diet is targeted, who
are less likely to meet their pro-
tein requirements. In the
longevity diet it is recommended
most of the protein comes from
plant sources or fish. This may
require special planning to en-
sure a complete range of all the
nutrients needed if the diet is
missing red meat.

Are there any 
problems with this diet?

This diet recommends taking
a multivitamin and mineral
supplements every three to four
days. Longo says this prevents
malnourishment and won't
cause any nutritional problems.
However, many health bodies
including the World Cancer
Research Fund, the British
Heart Foundation and the
American Heart Association do
not recommend taking supple-
ments to prevent cancer or
heart disease. Supplements
should only be taken on your
doctor's advice, following a
blood test showing a deficiency
in a specific nutrient. This is be-
cause some vitamins and min-
erals may be harmful in high
quantities. If you are eating a
variety of foods across all food
groups, you are meeting all your
nutrient requirements and
shouldn't need supplements.

The verdict?
This longevity diet is a compi-

lation of many aspects of evi-
dence-based healthy eating pat-
terns. We already promote these
as they improve our health and
reduce the risk of developing
chronic diseases. All of these as-
pects of healthy eating could
lead to increased longevity.
What's not mentioned in the
longevity diet is the importance
of exercise for good health and
a long life.

(Writer is Program Director of
Nutrition and Food Sciences,

Accredited Practising Dietitian,
University of South Australia)

Longevity' diet: Will it really make you live longer?

Cancer in the under 50s is rising, globally

EVANGELINE MANTZIORIS
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Reduce output

New Delhi: Union
minister Nitin
Gadkari asked the
sugar industry to re-
duce the production of
sweetner stressing
that higher output
would create problem
for the future.
Speaking at the ISMA
conference here, the
minister for road
transport and high-
ways suggested that
the alternative for
sugar is ethanol. “My
request is reduce the
production of sugar
otherwise the future
is very bad,” the min-
ister said. “If you are
going to increase
more production it
will create more com-
plication more prob-
lem for the future,”
the minister ex-
plained.

Digital 
transformation

New Delhi: HDFC
Bank has entered into
a long-term partner-
ship with London
Stock Exchange
group’s Refinitiv for
digital transforma-
tion, new customer ac-
quisition and reduce
costs. Refinitiv is one
of the world’s largest
providers of financial
markets data and in-
frastructure. The
long-term strategic
agreement with
HDFC Bank, India’s
largest private sector
bank, will support dig-
ital transformation
and innovation pro-
grammes across the
whole business in
India, said a release.
Under the multi-year
agreement, compre-
hensive access to
Refinitiv’s data and
products will enable
HDFC Bank to realise
new customer oppor-
tunities and fast-track
its innovation agenda
while reducing total
cost, said the release.
It will foster innova-
tion and boost cost
savings across multi-
ple bank divisions
such as wealth man-
agement, capital mar-
kets and global mar-
kets, risk, compliance,
and customer on-
boarding.

Nursing seats

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment should look
at increasing the
number of nursing
seats in the country in
order to enhance
healthcare access,
Apollo Hospitals Joint
Managing Director
Sangita Reddy said on
Wednesday. Speaking
to PTI on the sidelines
of a FICCI event here,
she noted that the
number of medical
colleges has already
been enhanced and in-
crease in the nursing
seats would lead to
further strengthening
of the country’s
healthcare system.
“We are very appre-
ciative of the steps
the government is
taking in the field of
healthcare. Our one
pending big request is
nursing.

Pune, Sep 22:

The successful imple-
mentation of digital pay-
ment systems in India has
proved the naysayers
wrong, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
here. Speaking on `20
years of Modi governance’
before a gathering of BJP
workers here, she credited
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s approach to gover-
nance and his trust in peo-
ple for this success.
During the lockdown in-
duced by the COVID-19
pandemic, people received
money in their bank ac-
counts just by pressing a
button, she said. “If they
could not go to the bank or
did not know how to take
it, the bank Mitra went to
the village and delivered
their money,” she said.
During the same period
some “advanced
economies” were writing

(aid) checks, putting them
in an envelope and send-
ing them to people
through the post, she
noted. Several doubts were
raised about how electron-
ic payments would work,
especially in rural areas
where Internet connectivi-
ty is patchy, but now “in
spite of COVID India leads
the world in UPI pay-
ments,” said the finance
minister. It was Modi’s ap-
proach to governance
which starts with “trust
our people, trust our in-
dustry, trust our women
and trust our families,”

that made the difference,
Sitharaman said. A few
years ago, a UPA minister
had said it was impossible
to popularize electronic
payments as “how would
one pay Rs 7 to a vegetable
vendor electronically”,
she said. This doubt has
been dispelled now, she
added. When the
Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance was
in power, a new corruption
scam would emerge every
day, but in the last eight
years nobody has even
“carelessly” accused the
Modi government of cor-
ruption, the BJP leader
said. Sitharaman also
spoke about how the pro-
file of Padma awards re-
cipients had changed
under the Modi govern-
ment. “We do not know
any of them. They are
picked from the hinter-
lands, from the corners of
the country.

‘Success in popularizing digital 
payment has proved sceptics wrong’

PROMOTIONAL EVENT

BCCI President Sourav Ganguly poses with Lux Industries Chairman Ashok Todi poses for photos during a
promotional event, in Kolkata, Thursday, Sept. 22.

New Delhi, Sep 22: 

Knowledge, innovation
and sustainability are
going to be the key words
for the industry in the
coming years and compa-
nies which will invest in
research will become lead-
ers, a top government offi-
cial said on Thursday.
Secretary in the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Anurag
Jain said industry is going
to be driven by knowledge,
innovation and sustain-
ability in the coming 25
years. “Only that particu-
lar company will become
leader which invests in re-
search, and innovation,”
he said at a function here.
Talking about challenges
for the industry in the
coming years, Jain said
the western world is going

to move to another kind of
non-tariff barriers.

People used to talk
about labour laws, child
labour and sustainability,
but “now people are al-
ready talking about
human rights and they are
going to link it to the busi-
ness. So we also have to be
ready to keep an eye on
that,” he added. The secre-
tary further said a group
is working on ‘Vision
2047’. There are different

groups of secretaries
which are working on dif-
ferent areas on the vision.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has set an ambitious
target of making India a
developed nation by 2047.
“So what our finance min-
istry and the economists of
the country have come out
with...They have created
three scenarios of India’s
growth in these 25 years.
The most pessimistic,
most optimistic and the
most realistic. “The most
realistic scenario says that
today we are USD 3.2 tril-
lion economy, (by) 2047 we
will be USD 32.8 trillion
economy, 10 times in these
25 years,” he said. Jain
said now it is upto the gov-
ernment, industry and the
citizens of the country to
work together to ensure
that this scenario actually
unfolds.

Knowledge, innovation, sustainability
key words for industry: DPIIT Secy

New Delhi, Sep 22: 

The government will
“very soon” announce the
export quota of sugar for
the next marketing year
starting October, Food
Secretary Sudhanshu
Pandey said.

He did not disclose the
quantity of sugar exports
that will be allowed for the
2022-23 marketing year
(October-September).
“Very soon,” Pandey told
reporters here when
asked about the new ex-
port policy and quota for
the 2022-23 marketing
year.

The secretary was
speaking on the sidelines
of a sugar and ethanol
conference organised by
the Indian Sugar Mills
Association (ISMA) and
Datagro. In May, the gov-

ernment imposed restric-
tions on the export of
sugar beyond 10 million
tonnes, but later allowed
another 1.2 million tonnes
of shipments, taking the
total to 11.2 million tonnes
for the 2021-22 marketing
year. India’s sugar exports
stood at 7 million tonnes
in the 2020-21 marketing
year, 5.9 million tonnes in
2019-20 and 3.8 million
tonnes in 2018-19. Industry

body ISMA President
Aditya Jhunjhunwala
said the sugar production
after the diversion of
sugar for 2022-23 is esti-
mated at 35.5 million
tonnes while the domestic
demand is 27.5 million
tonnes.

“We can export 8 mil-
lion tonnes of sugar in
2022-23 marketing year. We
have urged the govern-
ment to announce export
quota and overall policy at
the earliest,” he said. he
export window is till
March only, after which
Brazilian sugar will come
into the global market,
Jhunjhunwala said.
Indian Sugar Mills
Association (ISMA) presi-
dent had written a letter to
food and consumer affairs
minister Piyush Goyal in
this regard.

Govt will very soon announce sugar export
quota for 2022-23 mkt year: Food Secy

Mumbai, Sep 22: 

Private sector lender
Axis Bank on Wednesday
said government man-
dates on the payments
space ensure that no one
can make money in the
segment. The bank’s chief
executive and managing
director Amitabh
Chaudhry feared that
smaller entities will not be
able to survive amid such
diktats. The comments
from Axis Bank, which
also runs the payments
company Freecharge,
come amid a debate on
whether merchant dis-
count rate (MDR) should
be levied on the very popu-
lar UPI platform. The gov-
ernment, which wants to
popularise digital pay-
ments, has been insisting
that no charges should be
levied. “What the govern-

ment is doing is that
they’re taking out the en-
tire P&L (profit and loss)
opportunity for us. So if
you look at the payments
space, no one can make
any money in the country
at all. You have to use pay-
ments as a platform to
make money somewhere
else,” Chaudhry said at the
Global Fintech Fest here.
The worry is that more
and more of such de-
mands will emerge, which

will take away revenue
and profitability pools and
then only the big entities
can survive and small
players will struggle, he
added. The challenges em-
anating from regulatory
and governmental man-
dates are not limited to
payments alone, he said,
pointing to difficulties
with priority sector lend-
ing (PSL) requirements.
“The regulators do ask
banks to do a lot of the
things which don’t make
money for us, even though
they fully understand that
they need to allow us to do
something where we make
money to fund lot of areas
where we don’t make
money,” he said. For in-
stance, Chaudhry said,
commercial banks have a
40 per cent PSL require-
ment, which has 15 sub-
sections.

Govt norms ensure no one makes money in payments
space, says Axis Bank head Amitabh Chaudhry

MMuummbbaaii,,  SSeepp  2222::  Movin, a logis-
tics brand launched in May this
year through a joint venture
between UPS and InterGlobe
Enterprises has announced the
expansion of its network to 28
cities across metros and Tier I &
II markets. 
As part of its strategic expan-
sion, Movin is also establishing
its hubs across the country with
the most recent one being added
in Bhiwandi, Maharashtra. Movin
plans to develop 10 more Hubs
as part of its strategy to connect
more regional centers by Q1
2023. This will further strength-
en its offerings and boost its
capability to capture the ever-

expanding opportunity in the
B2B logistics space. Through this
expansion of operations, sup-
ported by tech-driven innova-
tions, Movin’s Express End-of-
day and Standard Premium
delivery services will now be
catering to B2B customers
across more than 2000+ pin
codes. Movin’s unique offering
includes a fully predictable, day
and time definite service across
the country. 

Its rapidly growing network
overboth air and ground enables
an uninterrupted flow of goods
that is backed by consistent, pre-
dictable, and responsive opera-
tions. 

Movin’s expansion by estab-
lishing new hubs across India,
increasing the number of pin
codes for pickup and delivery,
collaborating with multiple
stakeholders and operating dedi-
cated customer experience cen-
ters is setting a benchmark in
service quality and providing
value-based solutions to the cus-
tomers.

Movin expands its
network to 28 cities

New Delhi, Sep 22: 

Stating that there is “ex-
treme volatility and uncer-
tainty” in the present envi-
ronment, JK Paper Vice
Chairman and Managing
Director Harsh Pati
Singhania on Wednesday
said he is nevertheless
very “optimistic” about
the country’s growth po-
tential.

The whole intersection
of human resources, tech-
nology and desire at the
policy-making level is very
favourable, Singhania said
at the All India
M a n a g e m e n t
Association’s (AIMA)
National Management
Convention. However, he
added there is extreme
volatility in commodity
prices, inflation and
geopolitics. “Even if you
are in domestic business, it

is bound to have an effect,”
he said, adding that navi-
gating through the situa-
tion is a challenge for busi-
ness leaders. Moreover, be-
cause of the technology
and complexity of today’s
world, companies need to
have a very differently
skilled and thinking work-
force, whether it is mana-
gerial or at a lower level.
Replying to a question on
India’s growth potential
over the next five years,
Singhania said, “I am opti-
mistic.

Current situation extremely 

volatile but optimistic on India’s growth

potential, says H P Singhania

BSH Home Appliances
to conduct an All-India

Free Service Camp
MMuummbbaaii,,  SSeepp  2222:: BSH Home
Appliances, Europe’s largest
home appliances manufacturer
and one of the world’s leading
companies in the sector is all set
to conduct an All-India Free
Service Camp (FSC) across 115
cities in India.  The Free Service
will be conducted across major
states including Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Punjab, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka among others. During
this camp, customers have
availed benefits like a 20% dis-
count on extended warranty, a
10% discount on spare parts,
accessories, and consumables,
and a complete waiver on visit
and labour charges. BSH cus-
tomer service offers a diverse
range of consumables and acces-
sories, including descalers,
detergents, dishwasher tablets,
dust covers, pedestals, and more.
The camps held previously have
received an overwhelming
response and consumers said
they are looking forward to or
would be keen on attending such-
service camps in the future too.

Pune, Sep 22:  

With the insight to cre-
ate the visionary political
thinkers of tomorrow, MIT
School of Government
(MIT-SOG) kick started a 3-
dayAnnual National
Conclave, Bharatiya
Chhatra Sansad (Indian
Student Parliament) from
today in Pune,
Maharashtra. The event
will see top political lead-
ers and eminent personali-
ties of the country sharing
their enriching experi-
ences and thoughts with
the future of our country
from  Sept 15th to  Sept
17th. Known to be the
largest platform for the po-
litically inclined youth of
Bharat, this year’s BCS
marked the 12th edition of
inspiring youth and
strengthening democracy.
Rahul V. Karad, Managing

Trustee & Executive
President, MAEER’s MIT
and Executive President,
MIT World Peace
University & Chief
Initiator, MIT School of
Government, delivered the
welcome address which
filled students with great
enthusiasm for this mega
event. The visionary.
Rahul V. Karad, who is also
the Founder and Chief
Patron of Bharatiya
Chhatra Sansad,empha-
sised “India is the spiritual

capital of the world, we
have always been liberat-
ed. We Indians are original
thinkers. We must practice
to ‘Be the change we wish
to see in the world today’.
Educated people must
enter into politics. He also
proposed that it is time for
the Indians to come out of
colonisation mindset and
change the name of India
to Bharat. A movement
has been initiated by the
students of MIT already to-
wards this purpose.

MIT-SOG kicks off
Indian Student Parliament

Mumbai, Sep 22: Equity
indices fell on Thursday,
mirroring weak global
market trends following
the US Federal Reserve’s
interest rate hike and
hawkish stance. The 30-
share BSE Sensex de-
clined 337.06 points or 0.57
per cent to settle at
59,119.72. During the day, it
tanked 624 points or 1.04
per cent to 58,832.78. The
NSE Nifty went lower by
88.55 points or 0.50 per cent

to end at 17,629.80. Among
the 30-share Sensex pack,
Power Grid, HDFC Bank,
HDFC, Axis Bank, Bajaj
Finserv, ICICI Bank and
UltraTech Cement were
the major laggards. On the
other hand, Titan,
Hindustan Unilever, Asian
Paints, Maruti and ITC
were among the gainers.

Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended lower.

Sensex falls for 2nd day; down
337 points post Fed rate hike

Mumbai, Sep 22: The
rupee plunged 90 paise to
close at an all-time low of
80.86 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Thursday
after the US Federal
Reserve’s interest rate
hike and its hawkish
stance weighed on in-
vestor sentiments. Forex
traders said the US Fed’s
rate hike and escalation of
geopolitical risk in
Ukraine sapped risk ap-
petite. Moreover, the
strength of the American
currency in the overseas
market, a muted trend in
domestic equities, risk-off
mood and firm crude oil
prices weighed on the
rupee. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local currency opened
at 80.27, then fell further to
an all-time intra-day low of
80.95 against the

American currency. It fi-
nally ended at 80.86, down
90 paise over its previous
close of 79.96. The US Fed
hiked interest rates by 75
basis points to 3-3.25 per
cent. It was the third
straight 75 basis points
hike. Fed Chair Jerome
Powell reiterated the cen-
tral bank’s commitment to
taming inflation.

Rupee tanks 90 paise 
to close at all-time low of
80.86 against US dollar

ACROSS

1. Dishonor

6. Cartoonist Disney

10. Trigonometry, e.g.

14. Twangy

15. Operatic melody

16. ____ vera

17. Track shapes

18. Relax

19. Vocalist ____ Turner

20. Bawled

21. Not fitting

22. Cake decorator

23. Washington, DC time zone

25. Earliest

27. Dampen

31. Unrefined metal

32. Concurrence

35. Slightest

39. Savings plan (abbr.)

40. Relieve

42. Barnyard sound

43. Jeans material

45. Party ribbons

47. Bad grade

49. Renters

50. Declares

54. Compass reading (abbr.)

55. Film legend ____ Hayworth

56. Run after

59. Gush

63. Dinner or lunch

64. Party giver

65. Tent post

66. Good's opponent

67. A great lake

68. Zodiac ram

69. Refute

70. Cut grain

71. Least desirable

DOWN

1. TV static

2. Own

3. Memo letters

4. Toy dog breed

5. Overhead railways

6. Alert

7. Neighborhood

8. Speech defects

9. Skin design

10. Afternoon performance

11. Rocker ____ Cooper

12. Hues

13. Purple ____

21. Things

24. Cooking container

26. New ____, Louisiana

27. Hotel employee
28. Fairy-tale fiend
29. Tehran's country
30. Loch ____ monster
33. Pecan, e.g.
34. Small pie
36. Hymnal word
37. Variety
38. Fling
41. Gaggle members
44. In the best-case scenario
46. Conductor's title
48. Engraver
50. Carrying a weapon
51. Colander
52. Discolored spot
53. Beach
57. Japan's continent
58. Tread
60. Poker holding
61. Squeaks by
62. Sunset direction
65. Lumberjack's tool
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A current or potential love relationship
could hit a snag as you have a clash of wills.
If either of you is stubborn, this could turn
into an unpleasant power struggle. Try to
work out a course of action that creates a
win/win situation, so neither of you feels
compromised. In this way, the develop-
ment of your relationship will progress
rather than regress.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

An opportunity to increase your income by
working in an artistic or innovative manner
could come your way today, Pisces.
Technologies like film or computer graphics
may be involved. You may have doubts
about your ability to take this on, but that's
only your insecurity. Don't be timid. Have a
little confidence in yourself. Consider it all
carefully. If it seems workable, go for it!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Circumstances beyond your control may
frustrate your desire to get together with a
love partner today, Aries. Work or family
obligations could interfere. If your partner
has to beg off, don't get upset and start dol-
ing out blame. This won't help and could put
your friend on the defensive. Plan to meet
another day. Absence makes the heart grow
fonder!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Family who mean a lot to you can make your
home an even warmer and cozier place,
Taurus. You'll probably spend a lot of time fix-
ing it up in order to receive sincere compli-
ments. The only downside might be that your
current partner may not be there due to cir-
cumstances beyond anyone's control. Enjoy
the visit and invite your family to return when
your partner is there, if possible.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A long but necessary phone call from a close
friend or love partner could come at work
today, Gemini. Matters of immediate con-
cern need resolution. You might be uneasy
about taking company time, and could even
attract some unsettling attention, but you
need to have this conversation now. It prob-
ably won't have any long-term negative
effects, so do what you have to do. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today you might discover a previously
untapped talent, Cancer, perhaps an artis-
tic gift. This could be thrilling, but it will
probably take some getting used to. Your
first efforts might be tentative and uncer-
tain, but this is what usually happens when
you learn a new skill. Don't get discouraged
yet! Give yourself time. Eventually you'll
probably love what you do.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You should be looking especially attractive,
Leo. You may have an ethereal, mystical
look about you that attracts attention from
strangers. This won't be lost on your
friends, either. You could find it unsettling,
particularly if people get too attentive or if
a love partner gets jealous. Relax and enjoy
it anyway. Needless to say, this is a great
day to shop online for clothes!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your phone may seem haunted today,
Virgo. Calls might be filled with static,
you could get some phantom rings, or
callers may insist they tried to call when
your phone never rang. There probably
isn't any supernatural force at work, but it
might be a good idea check with your
phone company. There could be problems
with your equipment.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

A reassessment of your financial goals
may be needed now, Libra. Some of your
expectations may be unrealistic, and
you might need to look at them in a
more practical light. This doesn't mean
they won't happen, just that they're apt
to take a little longer than you'd like.
Think of it as an opportunity to develop
patience. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Are you romantically attracted to
someone you know through work,
Scorpio? If so, this isn't a good time to
pursue it. You might be wearing your
heart on your sleeve a little too obvi-
ously. This could be unsettling for your
friend, and it might sabotage the
results you're hoping for. Be patient
and let the relationship develop.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Inspiration for writing, music, drawing,
painting, or other creative activities could
hover just out of reach today, Sagittarius.
Great ideas could pop into your head and
out just as quickly. The only way to avoid
the frustration of missing out on wonder-
ful ideas is to write them down as soon as
they come. Making notes can also stimu-
late further inspiration. Go for it!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This is a good time to forge new relation-
ships, Capricorn. Be open-minded if
someone you know approaches with a
proposal. Do your homework and examine
the potential risks, but this is a fine peri-
od in which to pursue something new.
Success and good fortune are coming.
Keep your eyes and ears open for oppor-
tunities. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Big B to 
narrate ‘The
Journey of
India’ for
Azadi Ka

Amrit
Mahotsav

A
new series called
'The Journey of
India', voiced by

megastar Amitabh
Bachchan, will have its
OTT release on October
10. The show will com-
memorate India's tapestry
of heritage, innovation
and contemporary mar-
vels that have paved the
way for cutting-edge ad-
vancement.

Spanning a wide range
of subjects, this one of a
kind series provides an
in-depth look at the na-
tion's progress, influences
and accomplishments
during the past 75 years;
from technological ad-
vancements, successful
space missions, the world
of cinema, fascinating
stories of faith found
across the length and
breadth of the country to
a diverse food culture.

The show will weave a
story with an extensive
collection of historical
footage, it will also have
inputs from a stellar line-
up of respected personali-
ties and subject matter ex-
perts.

'The Journey of India'
will premiere in India on
Discovery Channel, TLC,
Discovery Science,
Discovery Turbo and
DTamil on October, 10.

I
f Blockbuster enter-
tainment is what you
are looking for, there's

nowhere to be than on Zee
Cinema this weekend! Get
ready to board the roller-
coaster of solid entertain-
ment with the World
Television Premieres of
Heropanti 2 and Jersey on
Zee Cinema. Join Tiger
Shroff in Heropanti 2 and
fight the world of crime
like never before on 24th
September at 8pm and
ease your Sunday after-
noon with a heartwarm-
ing story with Shahid
Kapoor’s Jersey on 25th
September at 11am.

Action, drama and ro-
mance - Heropanti 2 has
all this and much more.
One hero, one villain and
one deadly cyber-crime! A
few masterminds plan to
loot all of the nation’s
bank accounts at once,

but the deadly crime lord
Laila's plans face chal-
lenges when ace hacker
Babloo catches his trail.
As the two give us a chase
of a lifetime, the film’s
catchy dialogues and
chartbuster music takes
the entertainment meter

to the max! Helming this
electrifying action-drama
we have Tiger Shroff,
Nawazuddin Siddiqui,
Tara Sutaria in lead roles
and Kriti Sanon in a spe-
cial appearance.

Once a champion, al-
ways a champion? A

question that is always in
debate. With Jersey we
follow the journey of a
talented but failed crick-
eter and his attempt at re-
claiming his lost title,
mend relationships at
home/ with his wife and
be the hero his son sees

him as. Working through
his struggles, we witness
a heartwarming cama-
raderie between him and
his son which eventually
becomes his center of mo-
tivation. Bringing this
moving tale to the cellu-
loid, we have the spectac-
ular Shahid Kapoor along
with the legendary actor
Pankaj Kapur in key
roles. Along with them,
we see Mrunal Thakur
and Prit Kamani in piv-
otal moments. The film
screens a strong narra-
tive padded with captivat-
ing performances and
music that ties it all to-
gether.

So, tune-in to catch dou-
ble blast of entertain-
ment with the World
Television Premieres of
Heropanti 2 and Jersey
on 24th and 25th
September respectively.

World TV premieres of ‘Heropanti 2’
and ‘Jersey’ on Zee Cinema

A
ctor Neha Joshi will essay the
lead character Yashoda in &TV’s
new family drama Doosri Maa.

The story revolves around Yashoda
(Neha Joshi), who lives in Uttar Pradesh
with her husband, two daughters, and
in-laws. Her happy, peaceful family life
comes to a screeching halt when she
and her husband unknowingly adopt
his illegitimate child, Krishna, played
by Aayudh Bhanushali. The show cap-
tures the lead protagonist, Yashoda, 's
journey of coming to terms with her
husband’s past and her conflicted, rocky
relationship with her stepson.

In this candid interview, Neha Joshi
discusses her new show, her character,
life after marriage and more.

Tell us about your character in
Doosri Maa.

Yashoda is a devoted housewife and a
social worker. She is a loving, practical,
and pragmatic woman. She has two
daughters and is proud of them. She is
never disrespectful but does not hesitate
to let others know she won’t allow any-
one to insult her. She has her unique
and witty way of making people realise
their mistakes. During her work, she
meets Maya, a single unmarried moth-
er, on her deathbed and promises to pro-
vide for her only child Krishna, with a
safe and secure future.

How much do you relate to Yashoda
in your personal life?

I do have a few similarities with
Yashoda's character. I, just like Yashoda,
also take a realistic approach to life and
dislike deception. I respect others and
enjoy being appreciated. The most im-
portant thing, however, is that I love my
family and my husband.

Being a Maharashtrian, how did
you work on the dialect, given that
the show is based in the backdrop of
Uttar Pradesh?

As an artist, I love to accept new chal-
lenges. It gives me a sense of satisfac-
tion and helps me evolve as an actor.
There is always new learning waiting to
be explored. Being a Maharashtrian, I
had to adapt to the UP dialect and way of
life. I had to undergo an extensive work-
shop to understand the nuances and get
into the skin of the character. I also met
a couple of women from UP to under-
stand and observe their mannerisms

and way of life. My theatrical back-
ground also helps to adapt and portray
the character effectively. Imtiaz Punjabi,
the director, is a perfectionist and ex-
tremely particular about everything. I
had worked with him previously in Ek
Mahanayak – Dr B.R. Ambedkar, so it
was easy to understand and adapt to his
requirements.

Do you believe playing a mother
again will limit you and lead to type-
casting?

What matters is the character's per-
sonality, journey, and portrayal. A
strong character not only stands out but
also helps an artist evolve. I strongly be-
lieve in essaying characters that relate
to the audience and stand out. Yashoda's
character allows me to explore and
highlight the various aspects of her per-
sonality. Typecasting is no longer a bar-
rier to selecting the right roles. Times
have changed, and the audience appreci-
ates our acting prowess.

Watch Neha Joshi as Yashoda in
Doosri Maa, premiered on September
20th, airing every Monday to Friday at 8
pm only on &TV!

‘Typecasting is no longer a 
barrier to selecting right roles’

B
ollywood actress
Kirti Kulhari, who
made her mark in

the industry with
'Khichdi: The Movie' is
all set for her short film
'The List' opposite Angad
Bedi. She spoke about
her role and how it is
going to be different
from her previous proj-
ects.

She said: "It's a story of
a couple who live togeth-
er and supposedly do
everything together. It is
an emotionless, expres-
sionless, feelingless enti-
ty that we both are play-
ing. That's what the film
is about. It's not one
which has character
traits and all of that. It's
something that people
will really understand
once they see the film. I
don't know how to define
my role and put it into

characteristic traits."
The short film is all
about urban couple and
the complications in
their relationship. It
brings out the issues re-
lated to modern relation-
ships. Kirti, who was
seen in movies such as
'Shaitan', 'Pink',
'Blackmail' and the web
series 'Four More Shots
Please'. And now being
part of the short film is
completely a different ex-
perience for her.

She added: "It's com-
pletely different from
what I have ever done be-
fore. I am known to be
somebody who portrays
emotions well, someone
who has feelings on her
face and her eyes. People
like me because I am
able to emote. And as I
said, there is no emotion
in this film."

Kirti Kulhari opens up on
playing a character without

emotions in ‘The List’

K
ajal Aggarwal, who has now taken
a liking for horse riding, said that
our bodies could change but our

indomitable spirit and burning passion
need not. The actress, who only months
after delivering a baby, is back at work

shooting for director Shankar's much-
awaited 'Indian 2', featuring Kamal
Haasan in the lead, took to Instagram to
explain how she has got back into the
grind because of her determination and
passion for cinema.

Posting a video clip of her riding a
horse, she wrote: "Eager and excited, I
jumped back into work four months post-
partum! Little did I realise that it would
feel like starting from scratch. My body
wasn't the same as how it used to be. Pre-
baby, I could endure very long workdays

with taxing amounts of physical activi-
ty and then hit the gym."

"Post baby, it's been hard to get back
my energy levels. Mounting a horse, let
alone riding it seemed like a huge task!
My body protested with the martial arts
training that came so easily to me earli-
er." "Our bodies can change/ may change/
will change but our indomitable spirit
and burning passion, need not. We've got
to just keep showing up for ourselves and
consistently making each day count. It's
all about what we choose to prioritise to
focus on and not feel guilty about our
choices."

Commenting on 'Indian 2', she said: "I'm
so glad I've jumped back into the drill
with you. Stoked to learn new skills on
the job and pursue them as hobbies after.
So fortunate to be a part of this industry I
call home! Grateful for the opportunities
to constantly learn and become an up-
graded version of myself."

Our bodies can change, but our
spirit need not: Kajal Aggarwal
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New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Indian Premier
League (IPL) will return to
its original, pre-COVID-19,
home-and-away format
from the 2023 season, BCCI
President Sourav Ganguly
has conveyed to the Board's
affiliated state units.

The IPL has been held at
only a few venues since the
outbreak of COVID-19 in
2020 as the lucrative league
unfolded behind close doors
across three venues in UAE
-- Dubai, Sharjah and Abu
Dhabi.

In 2021 too, the tourna-
ment was held across four
venues -- Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Mumbai and
Chennai.

However, with the pan-
demic under control, the
cash-rich league will return
to its old format in which
each team plays one home
and one away match.

"The next season of
men's IPL will also go back
to the home and away for-
mat with all ten teams play-
ing their home matches at
their designated venues,"

read a Ganguly's note to
state units. The note gave
them a "snapshot" of the on-
going domestic season.

The BCCI is conducting a
full-fledged domestic season
for the first time since 2020
and all multi-day tourna-
ments will also return to
the traditional home and
away format. The BCCI is
also working to host the in-
augural edition of the
much-anticipated Women's
IPL early next year.

Nagpur, Sep 22 (PTI): 

India batter
Suryakumar Yadav on
Thursday played down
concerns regarding
Jasprit Bumrah's fitness,
saying there is "absolutely
nothing to worry about"
and the pace spearhead is
ready to return after re-
covering from his back in-
jury.

Bumrah didn't feature
in the opening T20I
against Australia with the
team management decid-
ing to give the pacer a little
more time since he was re-
turning after recovering
from a back injury.

The India pacer has
been out of action since
the end of the England
tour and also skipped the
Asia Cup due to the injury.

"Actually I am not
aware of any such com-
munication, it is not my
department, you should
not ask me about it
(laughs), these are for
physios and team manage-
ment to answer.

"But in the team, the en-
vironment is good and all

are first-class fit and ready
for second T20I,"
Suryakumar said during a
virtual press conference
when asked about
Bumrah's match fitness
and also where Umesh
Yadav fit in the scheme of
things. When he was
probed further on
Bumrah, Suryakumar

said: "Absolutely, he is
ready, nothing to worry."

India, sans Bumrah, put
up a shoddy performance
as they failed to defend 208
in the series opener, with
the pacers going for 150
runs.

However, Suryakumar
came out in defence of the
bowlers.

"Actually after the last
game, we didn't have any
discussion but as you have
seen last day the match
went on long and there
was also dew, and you also
have to give credit to them,
they kept attacking, we are
trying our best," he said.

Asked if Harshal's vari-
ations are becoming pre-
dictable, Suryakumar
said: "He is very deceptive.
I don't bat in net sessions
much, but as much as I
have played him and also
Bhuvi (Bhuvneshwar)
bhai is also difficult to de-
cipher...

"But Harshal's slower
balls and his different
variations are really de-
ceptive and he has just
come from an injury, so
this much benefit of doubt
should be allowed."

In batting, India's ag-
gressive approach reaped
dividends as KL Rahul,
Hardik Pandya and
Suryakumar Yadav took
the team across the 200-
mark after top order bat-
ters Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli were dis-
missed early.

London, Sep 22 (AP): 

Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal will team up in doubles
at the Laver Cup on Friday in
what Federer has announced
will the final match of his long
and illustrious career.
Federer, owner of 20 Grand
Slam titles, and his longtime
rival Nadal, owner of a men's-
record 22 major champi-
onships. will pair up for Team
Europe against the Team
World duo of U.S. Open semifi-
nalist Frances Tiafoe and Jack

Sock. The lineup for Day 1 at
the competition founded by
Federer's management com-
pany was announced
Thursday.
The singles matches will be
two-time Grand Slam runner-
up Casper Ruud against Sock,
and 2021 French Open finalist
Stefanos Tsitsipas against
Diego Schwartzman during the
day session, and three-time
major champion Andy Murray
against Alex de Minaur at
night, before the Federer-
Nadal doubles match. 

Bengaluru, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Senior men's hockey
team forward Lalit
Upadhyay wants to take
advantage of the home
conditions to end India's
48-year World Cup medal
drought when the country
hosts the game's show-
piece event next year.

India are set to host the
men's hockey World Cup
for the second consecutive
time jointly in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13
to 29 next year.

In the last edition of the
event in 2018, India
crashed out in the quarter-
finals losing 1-2 to the
Netherlands.

"Unfortunately, we con-
ceded a goal in the dying
minutes of the quarterfi-
nal game in the previous

World Cup in
Bhubaneswar but since
then the team has im-
proved leaps and bounds,
we are considered as seri-
ous contenders for the
title," Upadhyay said.

"Our aim now is to take
advantage of the home
crowd to showcase a scin-
tillating performance and
hopefully win a medal," he
added. India are placed in

Group D in the World Cup
along side England, Spain
and Wales. Since making
his debut in 2014,
Upadhyay has so far
turned out for India in 133
matches and was also a
member of the team's his-
toric bronze medal-win-
ning side at the Tokyo
Olympics. But Upadhyay,
who has 31 goals to his
name, is in no mood to
take his place in the team
for granted. "I feel very
proud while donning the
Indian jersey every time I
step onto the pitch, always
keeping in mind that this
could very well be the last
time I experience this.

"When I first joined, I
worked really hard to
make my place in the team
and worked on my fitness
to match the level of the
team," he said.

New York, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Teenaged Indian
Grandmasters Arjun
Erigaisi and R
Praggnanandhaa moved to
the quarterfinals after fin-
ishing second and fourth re-
spectively in the prelimi-
nary phase of the Julius
Baer Generation Cup online
rapid chess tournament
early on Thursday.

While World Champion
Magnus Carlsen finished
with 34 points, way ahead of
the second-placed Erigaisi,
who had 25 points,
American Hans Niemann
took the third spot with 24
points.

Praggnanandhaa, who
made a strong start with
three victories on day 1,
ended up with 23 points. His
tally included five wins,
eight draws and two defeats.

Carlsen was in stupendous
form, winning his last five
games including three on
the final day of the prelimi-
naries to end with 10 victo-
ries. His only loss was to
Niemann, against whom he
resigned after making only
one move. The 19-year-old
Erigaisi endured a poor
final day, losing to Vincent
Keymer (Germany) and
Dutch GM Anish Giri after
beginning with a draw
against Radoslaw Wojtaszek
of Poland. But despite a for-

gettable day, the Indian GM
managed to finish second.
He scored seven wins along
with four draws and four
losses. The 17-year old
Praggnanandhaa, on the
other hand, started the day
with a defeat at the hands of
USA's Levon Aronian be-
fore settling for a draw
against Giri. His win over
Croatia's Ivan Saric in the
15th and final round en-
abled him to finish a point
behind Niemann on 23
along with Keymer.

Canterbury, Sep 22 (PTI) 

The series already in the
pocket, India women's
cricket team captain
Harmanpreet Kaur wants
to give a befitting farewell
to veteran pacer Jhulan
Goswami by winning the
"special" final ODI against
England at the iconic
Lord's on Saturday.

Goswami, 39, is set to bid
adieu to the game after a
glorious two decade-long
career at the end of the on-
going tour of England, and
Harmanpreet feels a series
sweep would be the perfect
gift to the fast bowler.

"The Lord's game is very
special for us because it's
Jhulan's retirement and we
wanted to enjoy that game
without any pressure and
I'm really happy that we
were able to win today and

now we can just have fun in
that game," the India skip-
per said after trouncing
hosts England by 88 runs to
win a series on their soil
after 23 years.

The last time the Indian
women won an ODI series
in England was in 1999
when they triumphed 2-1.

"It's very important (to
win) because that will be

her last game. It will be a
very emotional moment for
all of us and we definitely
want to win that game,"
Harmanpreet said.

"Moreover, after winning
the series now we just want
to have fun because I know
it's the last game for her."

The skipper said
Goswami has been a true
inspiration for all the play-

ers, including herself.
"She's someone who has

taught us a lot," said
Harmanpreet, who made
her ODI debut at the 2009
World Cup under
Goswami's leadership.

"When I debuted she was
a leader and I learned a lot
from her and now our
young bowlers, like
Renuka (Singh) and
Meghna Singh, they are
also learning from her.
They are learning how she
bowls and getting that
rhythm from her. She's
been a great inspiration for
all of us and we've learned
a lot from her."

Harmanpreet, who
scored a sensational un-
beaten 143 off 111 balls on
Wednesday night, said
with the series already
sealed, India will play
freely at Lord's.

Glasgow, Sep 22 (AP): 

Ukraine finally lost a
game at Hampden Park,
beaten 3-0 by Scotland
which moved atop their
Nations League group.

The teams returned to
the place where Ukraine
won a World Cup playoff in
June, though neither will
go to the tournament in
Qatar in November be-
cause Wales advanced from
their knockout bracket.

Scotland dominated play
and wasted good scoring
chances before captain
John McGinn struck in the
70th minute with a low shot
after using his strength to
shrug off defender Valeriy
Bondar.

Substitute Lyndon Dykes

padded the lead with a pair
of headers from corners in
the 80th and 87th. Scotland
now leads Group 1 in the
Nations League second tier
by two points from Ukraine

with two rounds left.
Scotland hosts Ireland on
Saturday then travels to
play Ukraine again on
Tuesday. The group winner
will be promoted to the

Nations League top tier
when the next edition
starts in September 2024
and will be assured of a
place in the qualifying play-
offs for the 2024 European
Championship.

Ukraine next plays at
Armenia and then hosts
Scotland in Krakow in
neighboring Poland.
Ukrainian teams cannot
host international games
for security reasons during
the Russian military inva-
sion. Ukraine has found
Glasgow a welcoming
adopted home after its
World Cup playoff win
three months ago and
victory in June 2021
against Sweden in the
European Championship
round of 16.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Thursday appointed for-
mer apex court judge
Justice L Nageswara Rao
for amending constitu-
tion of Indian Olympic
Association and prepar-
ing electoral college.

A bench headed by
Justice D Y Chandrachud
said the ex-top court
judge would ensure a fair
and development-orient-
ed approach for the future
of the Olympics in the
country.

The apex court asked
Justice Rao to prepare a
road map for amending
the constitution and hold-

ing elections by
December 15, 2022.

It also gave its permis-
sion to Rajeev Mehta,
who is currently the sec-
retary general of IOA,
and Adille Sumariwalla,
vice president of IOA, to
participate in the
September 27 meeting
with the International
Olympic Committee.

"All logistical arrange-
ments shall be made
available to Justice Rao
by the Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, and to be re-
imbursed by IOA," the
bench, also comprising
Justice Hima Kohli, said.

The International

Olympic Committee
(IOC) on September 8 is-
sued a final warning to
IOA to "resolve its gover-
nance issues" and hold
elections by December,
failing which the world
sports body will ban
India.

The executive board of
the IOC, which met in
Lausanne, Switzerland
had also decided not to
recognise any "acting/in-
terim president" after
Narinder Batra's ouster
as Indian Olympic
Association president
and said it will deal with
secretary general Rajeev
Mehta as the main point
of contact.

Lisbon, Sep 22 (AP):

This year's World Cup
apparently won't be the
end for Cristiano Ronaldo.

The 37-year-old Portugal
star said he is not consid-
ering retiring from inter-
national soccer in
December after the tour-
nament in Qatar, and
plans to play at the 2024
European Championship.

"I'm still motivated. My
ambition is really high,"
Ronaldo said at an event
late Tuesday after being
recognized by the
Portuguese soccer federa-
tion for his scoring feats.

"I'm in a national team
with a lot of youngsters. I

want to be in the World
Cup and at Euros. I want
to make that commitment
now."

Ronaldo earlier this
year had already dis-
missed retirement talks
when asked if the World
Cup in Qatar would be his
last. The forward has been
struggling at Manchester

United and has not been
an undisputed starter with
the English club.

Ronaldo will enter the
World Cup holding the
men's all-time record of
117 international goals.

He is preparing with
Portugal for Nations
League matches at the
Czech Republic on
Saturday and against
Spain at home three days
later.

Winner of the inaugural
edition of the Nations
League in 2019, Portugal
trails Spain by one point
entering the final two
games. Only the group
winners will advance to
the Final Four.

Hyderabad, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Four people got injured
when a stampede-like situ-
ation prevailed on
Thursday at the
Gymkhana Grounds in the
city, where thousands of
cricket-lovers gathered to
buy tickets for the India-
Australia T20 match
scheduled here for
September 25.

The injured people, in-
cluding two women, were
hospitalised and were fine,
police said. The stampede-
like situation took place as
a large crowd tried to get
in at once when it rained,

they said. Police said they
faced a tough time in man-
aging the situation. About
15,000 people gathered at
the ground and some of
them said they arrived
there early today. Some of
them alleged that tickets
were sold in black.
Telangana Sports
Minister V Srinivas Goud
on Wednesday said tough
action would be taken
against those selling tick-
ets in black. Media reports
said the rush for tickets is
because Hyderabad is
hosting an international
match after over two
years.

4 injured in rush to buy
tickets for cricket match

in Hyderabad

SC appoints ex-judge Justice L Nageswara
Rao for amending constitution of IOA

Ronaldo says he is not planning
to retire after World Cup

IPL to return to its old home and away

format in 2023, confirms Ganguly

Kolkata, Sep 22 (PTI): 

BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly on Thursday said
the ICC chairmanship is
"not in my hands", playing
down strong speculation
that the former India cap-
tain could head to Dubai.
In July, the International
Cricket Council (ICC) Board
approved the process to
elect the next chairman of
the world body in
November. After the meet-
ing in Birmingham, it was

decided that with Greg
Barclay ending his tenure
this year, the election will
be decided by a simple
majority and the term of the
Chair will be for a two-year
period between December
1, 2022, to November 30,
2024.
Ganguly's name has been
doing the rounds since then.
But when asked about it,
the elegant batter of yester-
year just had this to say:
"ICC chairmanship is not in
my hands."

‘ICC chairmanship not in my hands’

Absolutely nothing to worry about,
Bumrah is ready: Suryakumar 

Federer, Nadal to team up in
doubles at Laver Cup on Friday

‘Want to capitalise on home advantage
to end WC medal drought’

Julius Baer Cup: Indian GMs Erigaisi,
Praggnanandhaa sail to quarterfinals

‘India eager to give befitting farewell to retiring Jhulan’Ukraine finally loses in Scotland,
3-0 in Nations League

Ukrainian Valeriy Bondar, left, fights for the ball with Scotland's Che
Adams during the UEFA Nations League soccer match between
Scotland and Ukraine, at Hampden Park, in Glasgow, Scotland.

Lalu, Nitish to meet Sonia
soon for Oppn unity

Patna, Sep 22 (PTI): 

RJD chief Lalu Prasad
has said that he along with
Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar would soon
meet Congress interim
president Sonia Gandhi,
in an effort to unite opposi-
tion parties ahead of the
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Prasad claimed that the
BJP wants to disturb com-
munal harmony in society
to hide the real issues that
people are facing.

"I along with Nitish
Kumar ji will meet Sonia
(Gandhi) ji in Delhi. I will
also meet Rahul Gandhi
after completion of his
padyatra' . The united op-
position will throw the
BJP out of power in the

next Lok Sabha polls,"
Prasad said while address-
ing the party's state coun-
cil meeting.

On Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's up-
coming visit to the
Seemanchal area of Bihar,
the former chief minister
said people need to be alert
and careful.

"BJP leaders might in-
stigate people of different
communities to fight with
each other in the state,"
Prasad said on Wednesday.

Seemanchal region has
a heavy concentration of
Muslim population. Shah
is scheduled to address
two rallies on September
23 and September 24 in
Purnea and Kishanganj
districts, respectively.

Visakhapatnam, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Two indigenously de-
signed and built Diving
Support Vessels (DSVs) of
the Indian Navy -- chris-
tened 'Nistar' and 'Nipun' --
were launched in
Visakhapatnam on
Thursday in the presence
of Navy Chief Admiral R
Hari Kumar. In his address
on the occasion, Admiral
Kumar described the
launching of the DSVs as
a "coming of age of the ex-
pertise and experience res-
ident in India's shipbuild-
ing industry".

The DSVs are first-of-its-
kind ships, indigenously
designed and built at
Hindustan Shipyard Ltd,
Vishakapatnam for the

Navy, the Indian Navy
said. 'Nistar' and 'Nipun'
were launched by achiev-
ing approximately 80 per
cent indigenous content, a
major step towards "self-
reliance". The DSV project

has generated local em-
ployment opportunities
and promoted indigenisa-
tion which will boost
India's economy, the Navy
said in a statement. Navy
chief's wife Kala Hari

Kumar, president of Navy
Wellness and Welfare
Association (NWWA),
performed the traditional
honour and named these
ships. These ships re-
ceived a thunderous
cheer from jubilant gath-
ering as they embraced
the welcoming waters of
the Bay of Bengal.

"It is a matter of great
pride and privilege to be
here on this historic occa-
sion of the launch of two
sophisticated and key
platforms of the Indian
Navy. Once commis-
sioned, these indigenous
Diving Support Vessels or
DSVs will serve as INS
Nipun and INS Nistar,"
the Navy chief said in his
address.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Thursday dismissed a plea
seeking modification of its
2017 order directing pay-
ment of final compensation
of Rs 60 lakh for each of the
families affected by the
Sardar Sarovar project on
the Narmada river. A three-
judge bench headed by
Justice D Y Chandrachud
said once the final settle-
ment package has been de-
termined as Rs 60 lakh per
family, the modification
would not hold as it would
be a substantive review of
the order of this court.

"The directions issued by
this court under Article 142
of the Constitution are not
susceptible to clarification
or modification in this appli-
cation. We find no merit in

this application, according-
ly, the application is dis-
missed," the bench said.

Advocate Sanjay Parikh,
advancing the arguments on
behalf of an oustee, submit-
ted that in items of the
Narmada Water Disputes
Tribunal, the entitlement of
the applicant should have
been for 4.293 hectares of
land. Parikh submitted that
a proper reading of the top
court's order would show
that the compensation
would have to be pegged at
30 lakh per hectare and the
actual compensation would
come to be Rs 1.28 crore.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Centre,
stated that the 2017 order
was passed under Article
142 and a modification or
clarification order cannot

be passed as that would be a
substantive review of the
court's decision.

The top court on
February 8, 2017, cleared the
decks for monetary compen-
sation for the oustees of the
Sardar Sarovar Project
(SSP) on river Narmada in
Madhya Pradesh by order-
ing Rs 60 lakh for each of
the families which are like-
ly to be displaced. Passing a

slew of directions to ad-
dress the grievances of 681
such families, the apex
court had ordered compen-
sation of Rs 60 lakh per
family for two hectares of
land with an undertaking
to be taken from them that
they would vacate the land
within one month failing
which the authorities
would have the right to
forcibly evict them.

New Delhi, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Popular comedian and
actor Raju Srivastava was
on Thursday cremated in
the presence of family and
close friends here. The 58-
year-old comedian, one of
the most well-known names
in the comedy and film cir-
cles, died on Wednesday
morning at the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) after 41
days in hospital. He was ad-
mitted to AIIMS following a
heart attack while working
out at a Delhi hotel gym on
August 10.

Srivastava's mortal re-
mains were taken to his res-
idence in the South West
Delhi locality Dwarka, after
they were handed over to
the family yesterday. An
ambulance decked up with

white flowers left for the
Nigambodh Ghat cremato-
rium at Kashmere Gate
around 9 am for the funeral,
which also had veteran
poet-humorists Surendra
Sharma and Ashok

Chakradhar in attendance.
Srivastava's son
Ayushmaan performed the
last rites as per Hindu ritu-
als around 11 am, the come-
dian's younger brother
Dipoo told PTI. "We left

from the house in Dwarka
at about 9 am for the funer-
al. Our family members
from Kanpur and Lucknow
are here," he added.
Industry colleagues Sunil
Pal and Ahsaan Qureshi, di-
rector Madhur Bhandarkar
and singer Ram Shankar
along with hundreds of
fans also reached the venue
to pay last respects to the
comedian. "It was heart-
warming to see so many of
his fans and colleagues
come here to pay tribute to
Raju bhai," said Dipoo. The
family has yet to decide the
venue for the prayer meet,
he further said. Srivastava,
who joined the BJP in 2014
after a stint with the
Samajwadi Party, was adept
at finding humour in char-
acters struggling with
everyday difficulties.

Born in 1963 in Kanpur to
Ramesh Srivastava, a gov-
ernment employee and a
humour poet, and home-
maker mother Saraswati,
Srivastava was first noticed
for his resemblance to
megastar Amitabh
Bachchan and later became
popular for his observation-
al stand-up sketches in and
around his hometown. The
comic, whose career
spanned almost four
decades, played nameless
bit parts in hit Hindi films
such as "Maine Pyaar Kiya"
and "Baazigar" before gain-
ing nationwide fame as a
participant in the 2005 reali-
ty comedy competition
show "The Great Indian
Laughter Challenge".
Srivastava is also survived
by wife Shikha and daugh-
ter Antara.

Dalai Lama honoured as 15th
recipient of Spendlove Prize

Dharamsala, Sep 22 (PTI): 

Tibetan spiritual
leader the Dalai Lama
has been honoured with
the Alice and Clifford
Spendlove Prize in Social
Justice, Diplomacy and
Tolerance, his office said
on Thursday. He is the
15th recipient of the
award, founded by
Merced native Sherrie
Spendlove in 2005 at
University of California,
Merced.

"In naming the Dalai
Lama the latest recipient
of the Spendlove Prize,
UC Merced recognises a
global spiritual leader
committed to expressing
the importance of happi-
ness, compassion, warm-
heartedness, self-disci-

pline, friendship and
human solidarity
amongst our diversity,"
said Professor Nigel
Hatton, with the
Department of
Literatures, Languages
and Cultures.

Every year, the
Spendlove Prize honours
an individual who can
serve as a role model and
inspirational figure for
students, faculty and the
community surrounding
UC Merced.

The prize has an annu-
al value of USD 15,000
(Rs. 12,09,921). Former
US President Jimmy
Carter and Nobel laure-
ate Rigoberta Mench
Tum are among the dis-
tinguished Spendlove
laureates.

BMC denies permission for
Dussehra rally at Shivaji Park

Mumbai, Sep 22 (PTI): 

The Mumbai civic body
has denied permission to
both the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
and the rival faction led by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde to
hold a Dussehra rally at the
Shivaji Park ground here
citing law and order con-
cerns. The dispute over the
iconic venue has now
moved to the Bombay High
Court which would be hear-
ing the petitions filed by
the rival factions on Friday.

The Uddhav Thackeray
faction maintained that it
would hold the annual
event at the Shivaji Park de-

spite the denial of permis-
sion while accusing the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) of fol-
lowing the BJP's script.

The Shiv Sena, founded
by Bal Thackeray, has been
holding its annual
Dussehra rally at the
Shivaji Park since 1966 ex-
cept for the last two years of
the coronavirus pandemic,
it said.

Deputy municipal com-
missioner (zone-2) in sepa-
rate letters sent to the two
factions on Wednesday de-
nied permission to use the
ground in central
Mumbai's Dadar area. The
Shinde faction had last
week obtained the nod for
holding the rally at the
MMRDA ground in Bandra
Kurla Complex (BKC) on
the same day, October 5, as
an alternative.

The Thackeray group too
has sought permission
from the BMC to hold its
rally at the MMRDA
ground, though Uddhav
Thackeray on Wednesday
vowed to hold the event at
the Shivaji Park.

In its letters rejecting the
applications, the BMC cited
remarks by the Shivaji
Park police station that "if
any one of the applicants is

granted permission to hold
the rally, this may create a
serious problem of law and
order in the sensitive area
of ??Shivaji Park".

On August 22, Anil Desai
of the Thackeray-led Sena
had applied to the BMC for
permission for Shivaji
Park. On August 30, MLA
Sada Sarvankar of the
Shinde faction also made a
similar application.
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Army Hospital (RR) Commandant Lt General Ashok Jindal and ADG Military Nursing Service Major General
Smita Devrani at the commissioning ceremony of the fifth batch of College of Nursing, Army Hospital (R&R),
in New Delhi.

COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Women police personnel along with students of Banaras Hindu University launch an awareness campaign
regarding the misuse of social media, under 'Mission Shakti Abhiyan', in Varanasi, Thursday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

̈ To both factions
of Shiv Sena Following the BMC's decision, the Bombay High Court on

Thursday allowed the Thackeray-led Sena to amend its earlier
petition so as to challenge the denial of permission. In the origi-
nal petition, the Sena had sought a direction for the BMC to de-
cide its application. A division bench of Justices R D Dhanuka and
Kamal Khata said it would hear the petition on Friday. The court
will also hear an application filed by Sada Sarvankar, opposing
the Thackeray-led Sena's petition.Sarvankar's application said
that the dispute as to who represents the "real Shiv Sena" was
pending before the Supreme Court, hence, the high court should
not hear or pass any directions on the present petition.

Dispute now before HC

Comic-actor Raju Srivastava cremated 

Aayushmaan Srivastava, son of comedian Raju Srivastava
performs last rites of his father at Nigambodh Ghat in New
Delhi, Thursday, 

SC dismisses plea seeking 
modification of 2017 order 

On compensation to oustees of Narmada project

Photos show girls
cleaning toilets at

govt school 

GGuunnaa  ((MMPP)),,  SSeepp  2222  ((PPTTII))::
Photographs showing girl
students cleaning toilets at a
government school in
Madhya Pradesh's Guna dis-
trict appeared in the local
media on Thursday, prompt-
ing state panchayat minister
Mahendra Singh Sisodia to
order a probe. The incident
came to light when reports in
this regard surfaced in the
media with photos of girls in
uniform cleaning toilets at a
primary and middle school
located in Chakdevpur village
in the district, an official said.
As the images found their
way to social media plat-
forms, state minister Sisodia
directed the Guna district col-
lector to probe the matter
and take action against guilty
officials, he said.

Minister orders probe

‘Diving Support Vessels ‘Nistar’,
Nipun’ launched in Vizag’

Chief of the Naval Staff Adm R Hari Kumar speaks during
launch of two Diving Support Vessels (Nistar & Nipun) in Vizag. 

Ahead of 2024 LS polls


