
Suspended 
GGaannddhhiinnaaggaarr::
Independent MLA Jignesh
Mevani and 14 legislators
of the opposition
Congress were suspended
for a day from the
Gujarat Assembly for
unruly behaviour and
evicted by marshals. As
soon as the proceedings
of the Legislative
Assembly began, Leader
of Opposition Sukhram
Rathva demanded a spe-
cial half-hour discussion
on the issues concerning
agitating government
employees, farmers,
Anganwadi workers and
ex-servicemen.

Derail 
PPaattnnaa:: At least 20 wagons
of a goods train derailed in
Bihar on Wednesday, a
statement issued by the
East Central Railway (ECR)
said. However, no injuries
were reported in the inci-
dent that took place near
Kumhau Railway Station
located close to Sasaram, it
said. "The incident took
place around 6.30 AM.
Work is underway to
restore connectivity," it
said. Following the inci-
dent, six trains were divert-
ed and five cancelled.

Withdraw
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Punjab
Governor Banwarilal
Purohit on Wednesday
withdrew his order sum-
moning a special
Assembly session on
September 22 for the
AAP govt to move a confi-
dence motion. The Raj
Bhavan cited absence of
specific rules on sum-
moning the Assembly for
considering only a confi-
dence motion.

Refuses 
MMuummbbaaii:: A special court
here on Wednesday
rejected the pleas for
relief of former Managing
Director of Tops Group M
Sasidharan and its pro-
moter Amit Chandole,
arrested in an alleged
money laundering case.
Chandole, who had pro-
moted the private securi-
ty firm, is an alleged
associate of Shiv Sena
MLA Pratap Sarnaik.

Mishap
TThhaannee:: Two labourers
were killed and four oth-
ers injured on Wednesday
evening after the protec-
tion wall of railway col-
lapsed on them while
they were working near
Dombivli station in Thane
district of Maharashtra,
police said. The incident
occurred when a new
protection wall was being
built at the site, a police
officer said, adding that
the old protection wall
collapsed on workers.
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BRIEF

Women walk down the
Kartavya Path amid rains, in

New Delhi, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the
national logistics policy,
which aims at reducing
transportation cost and im-
prove global performance
of the sector.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last week
unveiled the policy which
seeks to cut transportation
costs by promoting seam-
less movement of goods
across the country.

While launching the poli-
cy, the prime minister had
said that "from 13-14 per
cent (of the GDP), we
should all aim to bring the
logistics cost to single-digit
as soon as possible".

An official statement said
that the policy is targeted to

reduce cost of logistics in
India to be comparable to
global benchmarks by 2030;
improve India's ranking in
the Logistics Performance
Index from 44th in 2018; and
create data-driven decision
support mechanism for an
efficient logistics ecosys-

tem. The target is to place
India among the top 25
countries by 2030,
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur told re-
porters while briefing
media about the policy.

It added that to monitor
its implementation, the pol-
icy will utilise the existing
institutional framework -
Empowered Group of
Secretaries (EGoS) created
under the PM Gati Shakti
national master plan.

The EGoS will also set
up a Services Improvement
Group on the pattern of
network planning group
for monitoring of parame-
ters pertaining to process-
es, regulatory and digital
improvements in logistics
sector.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Popular comedian Raju
Srivastava, who dabbled in
movies, made a mark as a
stand-up comic and later en-
tered politics, died on
Wednesday after more than
40 days in hospital. He was
58.

Srivastava, who joined
the BJP in 2014 after a stint
with the Samajwadi Party,
had a heart attack on
August 10 while working
out at a Delhi hotel. He was
rushed to the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) where he
underwent an angioplasty
procedure. He was on the
ventilator since and never
regained consciousness.

"I got a call in the morn-
ing saying he is no more. It
is really unfortunate news.
He had been waging a strug-
gle for life in hospital for
over 40 days," his brother
Dipoo Srivastava told PTI
from Mumbai. Paying trib-

ute, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said he
"brightened our lives with
laughter, humour and posi-
tivity".

"He leaves us too soon but
he will continue to live in
the hearts of countless peo-
ple thanks to his rich work
over the years. His demise is
saddening. Condolences to

his family and admirers.
Om Shanti," the prime min-
ister tweeted. The artiste,
who featured in Hindi films
such as "Maine Pyar Kiya"
and "Baazigar", was de-
clared dead at 10.20 am, ac-
cording to hospital sources.

Srivastava, who is sur-
vived by his wife and two
children, was chairperson
of the Film Development
Council Uttar Pradesh.

The last rites will take
place on Thursday morning
here, his brother said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh was among the first
to pay his condolences.

"I am deeply saddened by
the passing away of
renowned comedian, Raju
Srivastava ji. Apart from
being an accomplished
artist, he was also a very
lively person. He was also
very active in the social
field. I extend my condo-
lences to his bereaved fami-
ly and fans. Shanti!," Singh
tweeted.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Union environment
ministry's Expert Appraisal
Committee has given its nod
for the development of a
strategically-crucial, multi-
component mega project in
the Great Nicobar Island
which will involve felling of
around 8.5 lakh trees in
pristine rainforests, loss of
12 to 20 hectares of man-
grove cover and consider-
able coral translocation.

The project involves de-
velopment of a military-
civil, dual-use airport; inter-
national container trans-
shipment terminal; a gas,
diesel, and solar-based
power plant, and a town-

ship. The Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC) recom-
mend granting environ-
mental and coastal regulato-
ry zone clearance to the
project in a meeting on
August 22-23.

According to a Union
home ministry letter dated
March 30 to the environ-
ment ministry, the airport
proposed at Gandhi Nagar-
Shastri Nagar area would
be a joint military-civil,
dual-use airport, under the
operational control of the
Indian Navy.

"This project is for de-
fence, strategic, national se-
curity, and public purposes.
In view of this, the portion
of deliberation made for the
airport component may not
be made public," it said. The
Great Nicobar Island (GNI),
which is the southernmost

part of the Indian territory,
is one of the most strategi-
cally important areas. The

Andaman and Nicobar
Islands provide India a com-
manding geostrategic pres-
ence in the Bay of Bengal
and access to South and
Southeast Asia.

The project is likely to af-
fect 1,761 people, including
the indigenous Shompen
and Nicobarese communi-
ties. The island is home to
rare flora and fauna includ-
ing the leatherback sea tur-
tles, Nicobar megapode -- a
flightless bird endemic to
the Nicobar islands;
Nicobar Macaque and salt-
water crocodiles.

The project site is within
a 10 km radius of the
Galathea Bay National Park
and the Campbell Bay
National Park but is outside
the ecologically-sensitive
zone notified around the
two national parks.

Bengaluru, Sept 21 (PTI):

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has suc-
cessfully tested a hybrid
motor, potentially paving the
way for a new propulsion sys-
tem for the forthcoming
launch vehicles.
The 30 kN hybrid motor test-
ed at ISRO Propulsion
Complex (IPRC) at
Mahendragiri in Tamil Nadu
on Tuesday is scalable and
stackable, the Bengaluru-
headquartered space agency
said.
The test was supported by
ISRO's Liquid Propulsion
Systems Centre (LPSC).
The motor used Hydroxyl-ter-
minated polybutadiene
(HTPB) as fuel and liquid oxy-
gen (LOX) as the oxidiser.
Unlike solid-solid or liquid-liq-
uid combinations, a hybrid
motor uses solid fuel and liq-
uid oxidiser, it was noted.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
has seized gold worth more
than Rs 33 crore from
Mumbai, Patna and Delhi,
which was smuggled from
neighbouring countries, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment issued on Wednesday.

Specific intelligence indi-
cated that a syndicate is ac-
tively planning to smuggle
foreign-origin gold from
Mizoram and using domes-
tic courier consignment of
supply chain and logistic
company, it said.

Continuing the streak of
significant seizures, the DRI

seized 394 pieces of foreign-
origin gold bars weighing
approximately 65.46 kg and
valued at Rs 33.40 crore,
which were being smuggled
from neighbouring north-
eastern countries, the state-
ment said. In order to inter-
dict the contraband, "Op
Gold Rush" was launched
by the DRI and a particular
consignment declared to
contain "personal goods"
destined to Mumbai was in-
tercepted. Examination of
the consignment at
Bhiwandi (Maharashtra) on
September 19, 2022 led to re-
covery and seizure of 120
pieces of foreign-origin gold
biscuits weighing approxi-
mately 19.93 kg and valued
at about Rs 10.18 crore, said
the statement issued by the
Finance Ministry.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Congress' central
election authority will
issue a notification for
the AICC president polls
on Thursday, setting the
ball rolling for electing
the successor to the
longest-serving party
chief Sonia Gandhi.

After over two
decades, the Congress is
likely to see a contest
for the post of party
chief with Shashi
Tharoor looking set to
enter the fray after his
meeting with Sonia
Gandhi and Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok

Gehlot indicating that
he will throw his hat in
the ring if Rahul
Gandhi does not agree
to take on the party's
reins.

The process for filing
nominations for the elec-

tion will be held from
September 24 to 30. The
date of scrutiny of the
nomination papers
would be October 1,
while the last date of
withdrawal of nomina-
tions would be October 8.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has lauded
the people for contributing
wholeheartedly to the PM
CARES Fund as he chaired
a meeting where it was dis-
cussed that the initiative
has a larger vision on effec-
tively responding to emer-
gency and distress situa-
tions, his office said on
Wednesday.

Modi chaired a meeting
of the Board of Trustees of
the PM CARES Fund on
Tuesday during which a
presentation was made on
the various initiatives un-
dertaken with the help of
PM CARES Fund, includ-

ing the PM CARES for
Children scheme which is
supporting 4,345 children, a
statement issued by the
Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) said.

The trustees appreciated
the role played by the fund
at a crucial time for the
country. Prime Minister
Modi appreciated the peo-
ple of the country for con-
tributing wholeheartedly to
the PM CARES Fund, the
statement said.

It was discussed that PM
CARES has a larger vision
on effectively responding to
emergency and distress sit-
uations, not only through
relief assistance, but also
taking mitigation measures
and capacity building, it
said. The prime minister
welcomed the trustees for
becoming an integral part
of the PM CARES Fund.

Agra, Sep 21 (PTI): 

A BJP MLA has been
booked for harassment
and and his son for alleged
rape after a 36-year-old
woman lodged a complaint
against them, police said
on Wednesday.

According to the FIR
registered at Tajganj
Police Station, the woman
was allegedly raped by
Laxmi Kant Verma, son of
BJP MLA from the
Fatehabad constituency
Chhotey Lal Verma, back
in 2003 when she was 17-
years-old.

The woman was a friend
of the MLA's daughter and
would visit their house fre-
quently, she said in her
complaint.

On November 16, 2003,
Laxmi Kant Verma gave
her a drink allegedly laced
with sedatives and after

she fainted, he raped her,
the woman said.

She claimed that the ac-
cused recorded a video of
the act and threatened her
with dire consequences if
she told anyone about it, ac-
cording to the complaint.
The woman said sometime
later, Laxmi Kant Verma
married her at a temple
and got her a job as a recep-
tionist at a cyber cafe in
Agra that was owned by
him and his friend. The
couple's firstborn was a
girl and as the accused
wanted the second child to
be male, he forced her to
get an abortion. She later
gave birth to a son, the
woman said.

In 2006, Laxmi Kant
Verma married another
woman from Rajasthan
after forcing the com-
plainant to sign divorce pa-
pers, according to the FIR.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The CBI on Wednesday
arrested Rishi Kamlesh
Agarwal, the founder of
ABG Shipyard Limited, in
connection with an al-
leged bank fraud of more
than Rs 22,842 crore, offi-
cials said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had
booked Agarwal, a former
chairman of the company,
the then executive direc-
tor Santhanam
Muthaswamy, and direc-
tors Ashwini Kumar,
Sushil Kumar Agarwal
and Ravi Vimal Nevetia
on February 7.

Agarwal was called for
questioning on
Wednesday at the CBI
headquarters during

which the investigating of-
ficer suspected that he
was not co-operating in
the probe and was evasive
in responses following
which he was arrested,
the officials said.

The CBI had registered
the case on a complaint
from the State Bank of
India for the alleged of-
fences of criminal con-
spiracy, cheating, criminal
breach of trust and abuse
of official position under
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and the Prevention
of Corruption Act, they
said.

The SBI with an expo-
sure of Rs 2,468.51 crore
was part of a consortium
of 28 banks and financial
institutions led by ICICI
Bank, the officials said.

Union Cabinet approves
national logistics policy

Union Minister for Information &
Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and

Sports Anurag Singh Thakur
addresses a press conference 

on Cabinet Decisions, in 
New Delhi, Wednesday.

An official statement said

that the policy is targeted

to reduce cost of logistics

in India to be comparable

to global benchmarks by

2030; improve India's rank-

ing in the Logistics

Performance Index from

44th in 2018; and create

data-driven decision sup-

port mechanism for an effi-

cient logistics ecosystem.

The target is to place India

among the top 25 countries

by 2030, Information and

Broadcasting Minister

Anurag Thakur told

reporters while briefing

media about the policy.

Why policy is 
important....

Comic-actor Raju Srivastava dies at 58

Paying tribute, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi said he "bright-
ened our lives with
laughter, humour and
positivity". "He leaves us
too soon but he will con-
tinue to live in the
hearts of countless peo-
ple thanks to his rich
work over the years. His
demise is saddening.
Condolences to his fami-
ly and admirers. Om
Shanti," the prime min-
ister tweeted.

PM pays tribute

ISRO successfully
tests hybrid

motor
Green nod for strategically-crucial
Great Nicobar Island mega project
̈ Around 8.5 lakh

trees to be felled The project involves devel-
opment of a military-civil,
dual-use airport; interna-
tional container trans-ship-
ment terminal; a gas, diesel,
and solar-based power
plant, and a township. The
project is likely to affect
1,761 people, including the
indigenous Shompen and
Nicobarese communities.
The island is home to rare
flora and fauna including
the leatherback sea turtles,
Nicobar megapode -- a
flightless bird endemic to
the Nicobar islands; Nicobar
Macaque and saltwater
crocodiles.

Importance of project

BIG CATCH

DRI seizes foreign-origin
gold worth over Rs 33 cr
̈ From Mumbai,

Patna and Delhi

TRIBUTE WITH A DIFFERENCE

Sand artist Sudarshan Pattanaik makes a sculpture to pay tribute to comedian Raju
Srivastava, in Puri, Wednesday. 

Notification for Cong party prez polls today
̈ Contest likely 

after 2 decades

Congress leader and MP Shashi Tharoor interacts with Congress
Central Election Authority Chairman Madhusudan Mistry during a
meeting, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor, who is preparing to
contest the AICC president
polls, met the party's central
election authority chairman
Madhusudan Mistry on
Wednesday and enquired
about nomination formalities.
Tharoor reached the AICC
headquarters here and spoke
to Mistry at his office, a day
before the Congress' central
election authority is to issue
the notification for the polls
to elect the next Congress
president.
Asked about his meeting with
Tharoor, Mistry told PTI that
he cleared his enquiry on the
voters' list, election agent and
the filing of nomination.

Tharoor enquires
about nomination 

formalities

Rs 22,842 CR BANK FRAUD CASE

CBI arrests ABG Shipyard
founder Rishi Agarwal

PM chairs meeting of board
of trustees of PM CARES Fund
̈ Lauds people for

contributing
wholeheartedly Prime Minister Narendra Modi

has lauded the people for
contributing wholeheartedly
to the PM CARES Fund as he
chaired its meeting which
was also attended by newly-
nominated trustees Justice K
T Thomas, former deputy Lok
Sabha speaker Kariya Munda
and Ratan Tata, the PMO said
on Wednesday. The meeting
was attended by PM CARES
Fund trustees Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. Newly nominated
trustees of the PM CARES
Fund -- Justice Thomas, for-
mer Supreme Court judge;
former deputy Lok Sabha
speaker Munda and Tata,
Chairman Emeritus, Tata Sons
-- also attended the meeting.

Ratan Tata joins 
as trustee

BJP MLA, son booked after woman
alleges rape, harassment Collector shares mid-day meal with children

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2211:: On Wednesday,
District Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena shared the mid-day
meal with the students at a school
in Risama. He said having lunch
with children has made it more de-
licious. He asked questions from
the children from their textbooks
and expressed satisfaction with the
studies.

He also visited the rural areas
of the district and inspected
Chandkhuri Gauthan. During the
inspection, he instructed to con-
struct a shed for cattle. During in-
teraction with the SHG women,
he came to know that a cow gives
10 to 14 liters of milk. Milk is sold
in milk parlours. Regarding ani-
mal feed, the Collector said that
good fodder is very necessary. A
shed should be constructed for
the cattle. 

He added that sprinklers should
be installed on the top of the shed
so that the cattle can feel comfort-
able. In Gauthan, the women of the
group informed that they have sold
earthworm worth Rs 3 lakh 80 thou-
sand and manure worth Rs 5 lakh

42 thousand. Apart from this, a sep-
arate place has been made for
keeping the unclaimed animal.
When the Collector asked the
woman what she did with the profit
made by selling vermicompost, she
replied that she got her son mar-
ried.

The Collector expressed happi-
ness after visiting the bari during
Girdawari. He inquired about the
bari from the self help group.
Sunita informed that 25 to 30 quin-
tals of ladyfinger are produced and
they earned Rs 6300 per month.
The group has so far made sales of
Rs 15,000 in this month. While
praising Sunita, the Collector said

that a very good work has been
done.

Apart from this, the Collector
gave instructions to start a dairy
business in Gauthan of Risama so
that the women of the group could
earn profit from the production of
milk. He oversaw the poultry farm-
ing in Gauthan and sought informa-
tion about the sale of poultry from
the woman of the group. Sonali in-
formed that the chicken is sold at
the rate of Rs 300-350. 

Collector directed for construc-
tion of a shed having capacity of
1000 to 2000 chickens so that more
quantity of poultry can be reared.
During the inspection of Gauthan in

Machandur, he got information
about quail rearing. The Sarpanch
informed that so far they have sold
750 eggs of quail. Apart from this, a
bari has been developed in 8 acres.
The gauthan purchased cow dung
worth Rs 5.57 lakh and sold manure
worth Rs 7 lakh. 

In this manner, each woman of
the group got a profit of Rs 20000.
In Gauthan itself, two elderly peo-
ple complained about non-receipt
of pension, on which the Collector
directed the officials for prompt ac-
tion. Collector inspected the
Primary Health Center in
Machandur. He instructed to pay
more attention towards cleanli-

ness. He added that the vacancy of
lab technician will be fulfilled soon.

The Collector directed to devel-
op the Government Middle School
as a model school. Praising the
school, he interacted with the chil-
dren. After inspecting the house-
keeping, he praised the school and
instructed to develop it as a model
school. All types of facilities will be
provided to the children in the
Model School. He sat with the chil-
dren and shared the mid-day meal.
He praised the quality of food and
had rice, pulses, pickles, papad
with the children.

Later he inspected Swami
Atmanand School of Risali. He visit-
ed all the classes and interacted
with the children. Children in-
formed him that practicals are con-
ducted two days a week and stated
that there is no problem. During the
inspection of Nagar Panchayat
Utai, the Collector visited the office
of Nagar Panchayat and asked to
pay attention towards cleanliness.
He instructed to auction the junk.
CEO District Panchayat Ashwani
Devangan, officers and employees
were present during the inspection.

Vineet Pandey inaugurates painting
exhibition at Nehru Art Gallery

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 21: Public
Relations Department of
Bhilai Steel Plant organ-
ized a group exhibition of
paintings of 18 students of
Master of Fine Arts (MFA)
of Indira Kala & Sangeet
University, Khairagarh at
Nehru Art Gallery, Civic
Center, from 21 to 23
September, 2022. This exhi-
bition was inaugurated by
Vineet Pandey, Chief
Vigilance Officer, Steel
Authority of India Limited,
SAIL on September 21. The
chief guest Vineet Pandey
observed the paintings in
the exhibition with great
interest and praised the art
of the painters. On this oc-
casion, Chief General
Manager (Vigilance) of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant and
ACVO AC Rathi, General
Manager (Vigilance)
Satyabrata Kar and
Sandeep Gupta along with
other officers of Vigilance
Department were present.

Some Heads of Vigilance
Department of various
units of SAIL were also
present on the occasion.
This exhibition will be
open for public viewing
from 5.30 pm to 8.30 pm
every day from 21st to 23rd
September, 2022.

In this exhibition, art-
works made in different
styles of painting have
been displayed by the stu-
dents of Master of Fine

Arts (MFA) of Indira Kala
& Sangeet University,
Khairagarh. A wonderful
combination of colors and
themes was seen in these
works.

Paintings displayed in
this exhibition are made by
final year students of
Master of Fine Arts (MFA)
of Indira Kala & Sangeet
University, Khairagarh. It
includes Rupeshwari
Chandel, Shivanand
Gandharva, Dipti Thakur,
Lokesh Kumar Sahu, Shiva
Sahu, Khushbu Gupta,
Itisha Jain, Nikita
Hanumante, Nehal
Vaishnav, Shrachi Jain
Chitra Kumari Netam,
Pooja Das, Yogesh Singh
Rajput, Nikita Sahu,
Radhika Chauhan, Jeevesh
Kumar Sahu, Nikita
Namdev, Kajal Verma. A
total of 36 artworks created
by artists are being dis-
played in this exhibition.

Chief Vigilance Officer
of SAIL, Vineet Pandey, the
chief guest of this exhibi-
tion, praised him immense-
ly and wished the artists a
bright future. On this occa-
sion, along with the art
lovers of the city, the Head
of the Department and
General Manager (LA&PR)
Jacob Kurian, General
Manager (Public Relations)
Prashant Tiwari, Senior
Manager (Public Relations)
Jawahar Bajpai and other
officers of BSP were 
present.

Seminar on Career Advancement
organised at St Thomas College 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 21: The PG
Department of Commerce
under the aegis of
Commzenith and the
Management Department
of St Thomas College in
collaboration with IBS
(ICFAI) Business School
organised a seminar in ca-
reer advancement.

The Seminar covered
student's transition from
college to corporate and
changes in the expecta-
tions of recruiters in in-
dustry 4.0. Prof Dr Swetha
Puneet a senior faculty of
IBS Bangalore was the re-
source person on the occa-
sion. Madam focused on
the importance of digital
skills in the present sce-
nario. Sanjay Ashatkar
Senior Manager-IBS-
ICFAI Business School
said that students pursu-

ing MBA from good insti-
tutes are definitely placed
well. Good communica-
tion is the need of the
hour. Principal of the col-
lege Dr MG Roymon was
also present on the occa-
sion, he congratulated the
department for the con-
duct of the program.

Head department of
Commerce Dr Sapna
Sharma gave the welcome
speech and the vote of
thanks was proposed by
Pallavi Nishad student of
M Com 3rd Semester. Dr

Susan R Abraham head
department of
Management was present
on the occasion. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
S Nisdhi Assistant Prof of
commerce department.
Students have an interac-
tive session with the
speaker. They opined that
it was a useful session for
them. Teaching faculties
of the department and the
students were present on
the occasion and coordi-
nated in making the pro-
gram a success.

MP Baghel condemns govt over 
suicide of retrenched daily wager

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2211::  Member of
Parliament Vijay Baghel has
condemned the state govern-
ment as well as the Chief
Minister over the suicide of a
retrenched daily wager at
Mantralaya complex in Raipur.
45-year-old Ukhand Rao alias
Yogesh Wankhede, a resident
of Hari Nagar, Katulbod,
worked daily wage worker in
the Ministry of Food Supplies
for the last several years. 

He was fired due to some
petty mistake. He ran pillar to
post to get his job resumed but
failed in his efforts. After get-
ting no response from the CM,
Food Minister, Chief Secretary
and other authorities, he ap-
proached the Labour Court
and got a ruling in his favour. 

Yogesh Wankhede kept on
pleading before the responsi-
ble officers of his department

for the last four months to re-
sume his services but the offi-
cials did not comply with the
court orders. Due to unemploy-
ment, he was facing financial
problems and was even unable
to pay the school fees of his
children. 

His children had stopped
going to school and he was
very worried for the family.
Baghel alleged that due to irre-
sponsible and insensitive be-
haviour of the Chief Minister,
Minister and officers of the
state, a hardworking and hon-

est man was compelled to em-
brace death. 

On Wednesday, MP Vijay
Baghel paid floral tributes to
Late Wankhede before the last
rites of the mortal remains. He
met the bereaved family and
expressed condolences. Taking
a dig at the state government,
he said that the feelings of the
Chief Minister are dead. 

Big hoardings are put up
and advertisements are pub-
lished to assert that the unem-
ployment rate in Chhattisgarh
is only 0.4%. In its election

manifesto, Congress had
promised to regularise the
daily wage workers after form-
ing the government. But today,
the daily wagers are illegally
retrenched and forced to com-
mit suicide. 

Even after the occurrence of
such a shocking incident, CM
has not uttered even a single
word of condolences. When
the CM can provide huge com-
pensation to the farmers of
other states, he must provide a
minimum compensation of Rs
50 lakh and the government to
the widow of the deceased
worker. BJP District President
Jitendra Verma, District
General Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, Ward Councillor
Shivendra Parihar, Former
Councillor Alka Baghmar,
Kanti Lal Bothra, Manmohan
Sharma, BJYM President
Nitesh Sahu, Akash Thakur and
others were present. 

Police checks all railway
stations of district

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 21: SP con-
ducted a surprise check-
ing of Durg Railway
Station on Tuesday. Joint
checking campaign was
conducted at Durg, Power
House, Bhilai 3, Kumhari
and Maroda Railway
Stations. The suspects
were questioned and their
belongings were checked.
Police also examined the
security equipment in-
stalled at Railway
Stations.

Under the leadership of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Gurjit
Singh and City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Abhishek Jha, the
railway stations were
checked by the cops.

The people present in the
station were questioned;
their luggage was
searched, as well as the
CCTV installed at all the

foot over bridges was ex-
amined. Luggage X-ray ma-
chine was also checked to
see whether it is working
properly or not. SP inter-
acted with the RPF jawans
and instructed them to stay
alert. Some suspicious per-
sons were also interrogat-
ed and were brought to the
GRP police station.

Routine checking was
done in the crowded areas
of the city in view of secu-

rity. City Kotwali Police
Station, Mohan Nagar
Police Station,
Padmanabhpur Chowki,
GRP and RPF teams and
jawans conducted the
checking campaign. Live
broadcast of the checking
campaign was conducted
for bringing awareness
among the general public
through the official
Facebook page of Durg
Police.

Six arrested for youth's murder 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 21: With the
arrest of six ruffians, po-
lice claimed to have solved
a sensational murder case
within a few hours. The in-
cident occurred in Vaishali
Nagar police station area
on the intervening night of
Wednesday. Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Vaishali
Nagar Police Station joint-
ly carried out the investiga-
tion and arrested the ac-
cused.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on
Wednesday, ASP (city)
Sanjay Dhruv informed
that they received informa-
tion from one Ajju Raza
Qureshi regarding the
death of his brother Abdul
Gayasu alias Baba Qureshi.

He informed that around
23:00 hrs on Tuesday, Abdul
Gyasu along with his
friend Aman Khan had
gone to Pranay Bhavan to
have dinner. They had gone
there in a Maruti Van
(CG17C 3529) which be-
longs to Ajju Bhadauria.
Bijju, Harish, Pankaj and

Bhupesh were also accom-
panying them.

Around 11:40 hrs, Aman
Khan's mother contacted
Ajju on mobile phone and
informed him that Gayasu
has suffered injuries after
being beaten by his friends
near Happy Public School,
Bhagat Singh Chowk in
Vaishali Nagar. Their van
had broken down at this
place.

Other occupants of the
van beat Gayasu when he
did not help in pushing the
vehicle. His companions
had escaped after attacking
him with bricks, scissors,

etc. Passersby rushed him
to Supela Hospital and then
to District Hospital where
he was declared dead.

Taking the mater into se-
rious cognizance,
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
structed Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, City
Superintendent of Police
(Chhawani) Kaushalendra
Dev Patel, and Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nasar Siddiqui to
investigate the matter and
put the offenders behind
the bars. A joint team was

formed under the leader-
ship of ACCU in-charge
and SHOs of Vaishali
Nagar, Jamul, Supela,
Dhamdha and Khursipar
Police Stations.

The investigators collect-
ed evidence and minutely
inspected the crime scene.
Different teams were con-
stituted to trace the ac-
cused. The identity of the
accused was ascertained
on the basis of the CCTV
footage and statement of
the complainant. Soon
after the incident all the ac-
cused had fled from their
residences. With sustained

efforts, police managed to
arrest all the six accused.

The accused are identi-
fied as Bhupesh Kumar
Devdas, son of Mohan
Devdas a resident of Ward
No 15 Vaishali Nagar; Ajay
alias Ajju Singh Bhadauria
son of Kehar Singh a resi-
dent of Ward No 15
Vaishali Nagar; Brijesh
Kumar Devdas son of Roop
Devdas a resident of
Vaishali Nagar; Harish
Kumar Ghritalhare son of
Shivdayal a resident of
Vaishali Nagar;

Sameer alias Aman
Khan son of Shamim Khan
a resident of Indra Nagar,
Vaishali Nagar; and Pankaj
Kumar son of Rakesh
Kumar a resident of
Sahupara Vaishali Nagar.
During interrogation,
Bhupesh Kumar Devdas,
Ajay alias Ajju Singh
Bhadauria, Brijesh Kumar,
Harish Kumar Ghritalhare,
Sameer alias Aman Khan
and Pankaj Kumar con-
fessed to have murdered
Gayasu. After arresting the
accused, further action is
being taken by Vaishali
Nagar Police Station.
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Route fixed for
pedestrian
devotees 

Bhilai, Sep 21: This
year the devotees par-
ticipating in Navratri
padyatra will not be al-
lowed to walk on the
national highway
from the Power House
Square. They will take
a turn from Power
House Under Bridge
and move towards
Equipment Square
and proceed on
Central Avenue.

They will move
across Sector 09, MD
Bungalows, Thugda
Bandha Bridge, Jail
Tiraha, Maharaja
Chowk, Potia Chowk
to reach Pulgaon
Square and proceed to-
wards Rajnandgaon.

Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka, Deputy
Collector Jageshwar
Kaushal and other offi-
cers were present in
the meeting. This deci-
sion has been taken
keeping in view the
convenience and safe-
ty of Navratri pedes-
trians.

It was decided in the
meeting that for the
smooth conduct of the
padyatra, the route
passing through town-
ship and Adarsh
Nagar Bypass would
be appropriate. It is
important to provide
basic facilities to
pedestrians to have a
good travel experi-
ence.

Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka said that
the officers should in-
spect this route and
take feedback regard-
ing all the require-
ments including light-
ing and ensure the
arrangements.

Along with this, he
instructed to make ad-
equate arrangements
for the primary health
system, drinking
water, sanitation and
street lighting.
Temporary speed
breakers should be
made in the middle of
the road so that the
speed of vehicles can
be controlled.

Public announce-
ment system should be
installed at the tents
and information
should be displayed
with hoardings and
banners. The
Additional Collector
also instructed the cor-
poration officials to
conduct bush cutting
on the padyatra route.

The safety of the
passengers is of para-
mount importance, for
this all necessary
measures should be
taken. Responsibilities
were assigned to all
the officers in the
meeting.

Tributes paid to Sree Narayana Guru on his Samadhi Day
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2211:: Maitri Niketan
English Medium Senior
Secondary School, Risali paid
tribute to Sree Narayana Guru a
social reformer of Kerela who
led a movement against
casteism and promoted new
values of spiritual freedom and
social equality on his 94th
Samadhi Day. The Chief Guest
for the function VK
Mohammad, Immediate Past
President of Universal
Configuration of Sree Narayana
Guru Dharma Samaj. Dr Pardesi
Ram Verma (litterateur) and Dr
Nalini Srivastava (litterateur),
Invited guest Geeta Sathi
graced the occasion. 

President MECA Rajan
Sudhakaran, Director and
Principal MVN Dr Sajitha
Thambi Director's MECA S
Sajeev and S Sajan, Principal
Bhilai Maitri College Dr Surekha
Vinod Patil, Principal Patan

Ambili, Vice Principal Dr Beena
Sajeev, Headmistress Nishi
Sajan all staff members, par-
ents and students with their es-
teem presence paid rich tribute
to Sree Narayana Guru. The day
was filled with prayers and
teachings of the great Guru res-
onance, the programme com-
menced with the tradition of
garlanding Sree Narayana Guru
photograph and welcoming dig-
nitaries of the function. 

Addressing the gathering
president MECA Rajan
Sudhakaran paid tribute to Sree
Narayana Guru and urged to
people to follow the simple path
of Sree Narayana Guru, the
great reformer. She said that
our country is blessed because
we had so many reformers born
here and a state like Kerela was
completely reformed out of its
racism and casteism.

Speaking on the occasion the
Chief Guest VK Mohammad re-

quested the public to visit the
Samadhi of the great reformer
Sree Narayana Guru in Kerela
to understand the principles
and values. He also stated that
President MECA S Sudhakaran
has given an opportunity to the
public of Bhilai to understand
the values of the principles of
Sree Narayana Guru and has
contributed a lot build an edu-
cation society. 

Addressing the gathering
Director S Sajan emphasized on

the fact that a state like Kerela
would not have been the same
without the great reformer Sree
Narayana Guru. Special Guest
Dr Nalini elucidated that the
main focus of Sree Narayana
Guru was on education and he
tried to educate people whatev-
er he went without being par-
tial. Special guest Pardesi Ram
Verma spoke on the great re-
formers like Gandhiji, Raja Ram
Mohan Roy and Sree Narayana
Guru. He highlighted the fact

that child marriage sathi pratha
was abolished by Sree Raja
Ram Mohan Roy. 

Addressing the gathering
Principal MVN Dr Sajitha
Thambi highlighted how the reli-
gion comes into the path of the
youngsters being discriminated.
We as the responsible citizens of
the country must raise out chil-
dren as good human beings and
giving them the freedom to
think beyond all the social stig-
ma. We must focus on science
and technology and not the so-
cial evils. 

The management proudly fe-
licitated the ex-student Master
Ashish Kumar Sahu of MVN
Risali, for his accomplishment in
NEET 2022 who is the son of
Uttam Kumar Sahu and Sunita
Sahu support staff of MVN on the
occasion. The programme was
anchored by Kiran Tatiya and
Saraswati C. The programme
concluded with mass feeding. 
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FILTH & WASTE 

The drain water, apart from filth and waste is posing threat to city’s lifeline i:e Kharun River and is cause of
concern for all.

Raipur, Sep 21: 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel came
down heavily against the
charges by BJP leaders
after decision on 58%
reservation by the High
Court recently. CM said
that the then BJP govern-
ment introduced reserva-
tion without any prepara-
tions and if one reads the
Court’s decision, then it
will be aptly clear that
why decision was taken in
our favour.

Definitely this decision
by HC has posed loss to
many people and there-
fore we have decided to
approach the Supreme
Court (SC) in this regard.
On charges of keeping ad-
vocates on higher fees in
Supreme Court, Baghel
said that it is BJP who
should inform as to who
all advocates they ap-

pointed in their 15 yr
term. To a question on ap-
pointment of National
President AICC, CM
Baghel said that one
should have patience and
cloud of doubts would be
cleared soon.

About Kocchi tour of
Ashok Gehlot CM said
that his (Gehlot) tour to
Kocchi was fixed well in
advance. About Bastar
tour by BJP leaders, CM
informed that people of
Bastar have already re-
jected them earlier and

now what they can do that
they will be impressed, he
questioned.

On entry of few leaders
from Congress, JCC (J)
and other parties into BJP
fold, CM Baghel said that
presently they are after
JCC(J) and as such they
are behind the opposition
parties in other states for
long. The place where
they are unable to suc-
ceed, there they try to
take action through cen-
tral agencies like ED, CBI,
IT and others and try to
pressurise, threaten them
to change. But on all this
Congress in state is well-
aware and on the alert, he
added.

HC decision on reservation
a big loss to many: CM

Comes down heavily against BJP on their charges

 Asks to have
patience over AICC
new National
President

Fire breaks out
in paint shop in
Samta Colony

Raipur, Sep 21: Fire
broke out in a paint
shop Balaji Colours in
Samta Colony during
early morning hours
here on Wednesday. It
was for about 6 hours of
grueling session by the
fire-fighters that it can
be brought under con-
trol. A total of4 fire-
fighting vehicles were
required to control the
fire in six hours. The
main reason behind
fire breaking out in the
shop could not be
known and the case is
that of Azad Chowk
Thana.

Raipur, Sep 21:

The Anti-Crime and
Cyber unit in city is tak-
ing action against the
‘satta’ (betting) operators
in the city and on
Wednesday 15 ‘Satta’ oper-
ators were nabbed along
with cash of Rs 43,080,
‘satta-patti’ and other
items.

As per instructions by
the SSP Prashant Agrawal
to all the gazetted police
officers of different
thanas in capital city, has
directed the anti-crime
and cyber unit and TIs to
prepare work plan to cor-
ner such ‘satta’ operators
and take more and more
action finding necessary
clues.

It is in this context, on
instructions by Addl. SP
Abhishekh Maheshwari,
the anti-crime and cyber
unit took action and
nabbed 15 ‘satta’ operators
with cash of Rs 43,080 in
their possession and ac-
tion was taken under dif-
ferent thanas they were
nabbed. This action
against the ‘satta’ opera-
tors in and around capital

city would continue in
days to come.

It is notable here that on
Sept 19, 20 and 21, a total of
78 ‘satta’ operators have
been arrested in just three
days and a total cash of Rs
2.27 lakh, 7 laptops, 39 mo-
bile phones, cheque books,
passbooks, ATMs, ledger,
cash, and ‘satta-patti’
worth crore has been
seized.

15 ‘satta’ operators nabbed on third day
 Cash of Rs 43,080

seized

Raipur, Sep 21:

Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure conducted tour of
all five zone offices of
Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) here
on Wednesday and took
meeting of officials of
each zone and gave nec-
essary instructions.
Collector said that the
state government has
taken good initiative to
regularise the illegal
construction work as
legal.

By holding talks with
the officer on the appli-
cations received for regu-
larization, Collector di-
rected the officers to
speed-up the same. This
in turn will increase gov-
ernment’s revenue. In
this meeting RMC
Commissioner Mayank

Chaturvedi was also
present.

Collector Bhure first
reached Zone-9 office of
RMC at 10:30 am and
holding meeting with of-
ficers said that cleanli-
ness and drinking water
facility tops all the prior-
ities and no complaint
should be received in
this regard. He asked to
speed up the applications

received for regulariza-
tion holding talks with
the officer concerned. He
also took information
about number of sani-
tary employees in the
Zone and then reviewed
about the solution to
complaints and griev-
ances of citizens on
Nidan-1100; door-to-door
collection; entry in the
NISTHA App; training of

cleanliness supervisor
and monitoring of sani-
tary employees by them
and other works going on
in the ward.

Further he visited
Zone-3 of RMC and asked
the officers to take infor-
mation about the com-
mercial and residential
property in each ward
and issue notice for regu-
larization.

He also took stock of
cleanliness in the wards,
condition of waterlog-
ging; cleaning of drains
in each ward; promotion
of Mor Raipur App;
Mahapur Swachchata
Cell; buliding permis-

sion maps passed and
others and directed the
officers to complete the
same within time period.

In the meeting with of-
ficials in Zone-4 he di-
rected the officers to take
action on making the
lease-hold property into
free-hold and took infor-
mation about drainage
issue and ensuring work-
ing of streetlights near
CM’s and Rajbhavan
area.

During visit to the
zone offices, Collector di-
rected the officers to talk
with the general public
in cordial manner and
bring changes in their
overall behaviour and
ensure that there is inor-
dinate delay in any case
or issue, so that credibili-
ty of people towards the
institution and its offi-
cers remain intact.

Drinking water and cleanliness tops all priorities: Collector
 Holds meeting

with Zone officers,
employees in five
zone offices

Raipur, Sep 21:

Senior BJP leaders
Nand Kumar Sai,
Ramvichar Netam,
Vishnu DeoSai, Vikram
Usendi, Mahesh Gagda,
Vikas Markam addressing
a press conference jointly
charged Congress of mak-
ing a conspiracy to reduce
reservation for tribals.
They claimed that the BJP
taking a historical step to-
wards the tribal communi-
ty has increased their
reservation from 20% to
32%. It was 12% hike in
just one-go was done by
BJP government and also
succeeded in implement-
ing it. The leaders
charged that the Congress
government on coming to
power could not digest the
same and therefore they
deliberately lost the case
in the Court, so that they
can achieve the target of

reduction in percentage to
tribals. BJP leaders
charged that it is Congress
who deliberately attacked
on the interest of tribals.
Apart from this the fault
in the data which the
Congress is talking about,
is actually the outcome of
wrong move by the
Congress. They ques-
tioned as to whether
Congress was in deep
slumber for last four years
that they woke up to
wrong statistics now. BJP
claimed that by approach-
ing SC, Congress has al-
ready prepared to lose it
further.

It is a great coincidence
that at one place where the
hearing into the reserva-
tion issue was going on in

Chhattisgarh High Court,
on the same day, the
Congress government was
facing charges in the
Supreme Court that they
are trying to save the ac-
cused offices in the F&CS
(Naan) scam and these
charges were not on any
small person, but directly
on the CM and the persons
associated with him.

BJP leaders charged
that at one place where the
Congress fields prominent
SC lawyers like Kapil
Sibbal, Mukul Rohatgi,
Dwivedi and others, hav-
ing huge fees of Rs 25 lakh
per hearing in order to
save the corrupt, just
could not even arrange for
a lawyer to speak on the
issue of reservation for
tribals, so that they (tribal)
can draw its benefit.

BJP leaders charged
that this speaks of
Congress government true

intentions towards the
tribal community. They
charged that Congress
leaders have been giving
statement that tribal
should work to repair
punctures and never want
them to come forward in
the society. Therefore
when a woman from the
tribal community was be-
coming the President of
India, it was Congress who
was creating hindrances
for her victory and voted
against her. When she
toured Chhattisgarh, the
Congress leaders did not
even felt like meeting her
and did not even pick up
the phone call by a CM-
level person. BJP charged
Congress of one with anti-
tribal ideology and they
have even cheated tribal
samaj on the reservation
issue and which is nothing
but sheer disrespect to this
community, they alleged.

Cong got reduction in reservation thru conspiracy: BJP
 For the 

tribal community
in the state

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 21: Arjun
Tiwari created major
upset by defeating
International Master
Samed Jaikumar in the
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Trophy
International Grand
Master Chess tourna-
ment being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Chess Association
(CPCA) here. Top seeded
Livon Puntusulia from
Georgia continued to re-
main on top with victory
over his rival player. Sai
Surpenni also overpow-
ered 28th rank player
Kaustub Kundu whereas
Boris Savchenko, Aronya

Ghose and Mirabh Guha
also won their matches
to advance into the
championship points
table.

CPCA Vice President
and Chairperson of
Women Wing Bhavna
Bohra was chief guest of
the matches here. CPCA
General Secretary Vinod
Rathi briefed her with
the progress so far in the
International Chess
tournament.

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepptt  2211:: Deepali Gupta
from Chhattisgarh defeated
Anjana Kumari with the score of
21-18, 21-11 to qualify for the
Main Draw of the Chief Minister
Indian International Challenge
Badminton Trophy being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Badminton
Association (CBA) here on
Wednesday.
Apart from her, Tanu Chandra
from Chhattisgarh also defeated
Navya Mahajan with the score of
21-13, 21-5 to quality for the main
event of the mega tournament. In
other matches, Sakshi Phogat,
Anvesha Gauda, Unnati Hudda,
Adiya Veriath, Anura
Prabhudesai, Ishrani Barua, Gao
Jin Wei from Malasiya, Samiya
Farooqi, Likhita Shrivastava,

Tusha Hegde and Ashita Chilha
also won their matches to
advance ahead in the tourna-
ment. Main draw matches would
begin from Thursday.

Deepali, Tanu from CG advance in
CM Trophy Badminton tournament

Eight IFS officers 
promoted as PCCF

Raipur, Sep 21: Eight IFS officers
of Addl. PCCF post in the state
have got promoted as Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest
(PCCF). The IFS officers who
have been promoted are from
1988 batch to 1991 batch. This
include Jai Singh Mahaske and
Ashish Kumar Bhatt of 1988
batch;  Tapesh Kumar Jha of 1989
batch; Anil Kumar Rai , Anil
Kumar Sahu, V Sriniwas Rao of
1990 batch and Anita Nandi and
Moris Tushar Nandi of 1991
batch. They have all being pro-
moted as PCCF.

Arjun creates upset in CM
Trophy Chess tournament

Raipur, Sep 21:

The Khar mardih
police has solved a
theft incident from a
house within 3 hours
and ar rested the
thieves in case of
theft in the house in
Shakti  Nag ar of
Khamardih area on
intervening night of
July 31 and Aug1.

The police has ar-
rested three includ-
ing a  minor boy in
this theft and this in-
clude Yogesh Yadav
(18) Rafiq Khan alias

Bhur (21)  and a
minor boy and
seized cash of Rs
19500 and other
goods from their pos-
session.

On breaking this
theft incident within
three hours, SSP
Prashant Agrawal fe-
l icitated Udyan
Behar SP (City)
Vidhan Sabha; Vijay
Yadav TI
Khamardih; Teekam
Thakur, head consta-
ble  Bacchan Lal
Thakur, R
Sabaruddin Khan,
Murli  Yadav, Raj
Verma by presenting
them with a memen-
to in his office here
on Wednesday.

Theft incident solved
in just 3 hours

 SSP felicitates
the team with a
memento

State govt issues
order to remove

daily wage 
workers on strike

Raipur, Sep 21: The state
government has issued
order for removal of daily
wage workers who are on
strike for last many days.
The daily wage employees
of Forest Department who
are on strike will be re-
placed by the new employ-
ees on daily wages.
Secretary Forest
Department R Sangeeta
has written letter to all the
HoDs of Forest depart-
ment, saying that the em-
ployees who are on strike
for long is badly affecting
the work of those related
to it and directed them to
appoint new staff . It is
worthwhile to mention
here that out of total 7000
daily wage workers there
are about 2500 employees
who are on strike.

Raipur, Sept 21:

Team Iconic from the
National Institute of
Technology Raipur has
finished NEI Idea factory
season 7 as runner-ups.
The contest aimed to in-
spire, ideate, and innovate
learning among young en-
gineering students.

Since the competi-
tion&#39;s start in 2015,
the company has dedicat-
ed its time and resources
to finding emerging talent
in India by holding Pan
India technical competi-
tions for engineering stu-
dents.

These contests are ma-
jorly for the engineers
from core branches. The
topic for the event this
year was “Bearing for to-
morrow: Alternative mate-
rial and processing tech-

niques.” Out of the more
than 100 teams that initial-
ly articipated throughout
India, the team Iconic con-
sists of Rashmi Sahu,
Priyanshu Agarwal,
Ashwin Sudhir Umali,
and Aman Sukhdev and
the Team Desire consist-
ing of Rudronil Dey,
Seema Bharti, Mohit
Prasad, and Saloni
Kumari from NIT Raipur
advanced to the finals. The
contest was divided into
seven rounds, which in-

cluded online registration,
quiz, idea pitch submis-
sion, synopsis evaluation,
mentorship, virtual pres-
entation and a grand fi-
nale.

The topic of team Iconic
was to use Graphene as an
additive in lubricant and
set up its supply chain
business. The team also
presented a business idea
to increase graphene’s use,
providing them with an
edge. They also shared
that they were provided

with a mentor by NBC and
expressed their gratitude
to him for guiding them.
Team member Rashmi
Sahu said this was a great
learning experience for
them and mentioned that
they read many research
papers and articles for this
project, which helped en-
hance experience for
them, and mentioned that
they read many research
papers and articles for this
project which helped in en-
hancing their knowledge.

NIT Raipur students finished NEI 
Idea factory season 7 as runner-ups
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Balod, Sep 21: 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Wednesday chaired a re-
view meeting of district
level officials at the
Circuit House of Balod
District Headquarters.
He gave necessary in-
structions to the officials
concerned while review-
ing the status of imple-
mentation of govern-
ment schemes.

Baghel stressed on the
need to increase people’s
participation in the

‘Narva Yojana’ and con-
nect each Nullah (drain)
with the scheme.
Expressing his concerns
over decline in water
level especially in Gurur
area, he asked the offi-
cials concerned to en-
sure that all drains here
are connected with the
Narva Yojana. Besides,
instructions have been
given to ensure that hot
meals are served under

‘ M u k h y a m a n t r i
Suposhan Yojana’.

The Chief Minister
said that necessary steps
should be undertaken to
curb sale of illicit liquor
and stern action should
be taken against those
indulged in illegal prac-
tices. He has asked the
officials and authorities
concerned that quality
of construction works
including that of

Gauthan and CC road
should not be compro-
mised at any cost. He
said that issues related
to demarcation and dis-
tribution of land and
complaints regarding
unannounced power
cuts should be resolved
quickly. He said that the
grievances of the public
should be redressed in
the stipulated time.
Meanwhile, Baghel also
congratulated the offi-
cials for their good job.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Kunwar Singh
Nishad, MLA Sangeeta
Sinha, Secretary-in-
Charge Ankit Anand,
Commissioner  Mahadev
Kawre, Collector Gaurav
Singh along with other
district officers were
present on the occasion.

CM stresses on the need for
increasing people’s participation 
 In the ‘Narva

Yojana
 CM chairs review

meeting of district
officials

Raipur, Sep 21: 

Timely treatment of
sickle cell anemia can en-
sure better management
of the disease. Many peo-
ple with sickle cell who
are leading normal life
because of timely treat-
ment.

These views were ex-
pressed by the expert doc-
tors during the training
programme on sickle cell
disease management at
lecture hall of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College, Raipur on
Tuesday. Dr Hrishikesh
Mishra informed train-
ing programme would be
conducted for a week.

The training is being
given to open sickle cell
disease management cen-
ters in district hospitals
and medical colleges.

Specialist doctors, med-
ical officers, lab techni-
cians, counselors and
computer operators are
being trained for man-
agement of sickle cell dis-
ease. Presently around
7,000 patients are regis-
tered and receiving treat-
ment at Sickle Cell
Institute Raipur.

Dr Usha Joshi, Director
General of Sickle Cell
Institute gave informa-
tion about the ongoing

medical division, re-
search and other activi-
ties in Sickle Cell
Institute, Raipur. Dr
Joshi informed that sick-
le cell management cen-
ters would become opera-
tional on October 2 in all
the districts and medical
colleges of the state. Dr
Ashish Kumar Sinha,
Director Medical, Sickle
Cell Institute informed
about the current status
of sickle cell disease in

the state. Dr Atul Jindal
of AIIMS Raipur told
during the training that
hydroxy urea (a type of
medicine) should be
stopped three months be-
fore planning pregnancy
and should not be taken
till the entire pregnancy.

If the newborn child is
sickler, then hydroxy
urea should be started
from the age of 9 months.
According to him there
are many types of chal-

lenges in bone marrow
transplant. There should
be an HLA (Human
Leukocyte Antigen)
match for a bone marrow
transplant. Dr Saba
Siddiqui imparted train-
ing on sickle cell manage-
ment in adult patients.

Scientist Adityanath
Jha explained the useful-
ness of solubility test in
laboratory diagnostics.
Apart from this, informa-
tion about the DNA based
tests is provided.

Dr Jha told that the sol-
ubility test gives infor-
mation about the sickle
cell gene.
Electrophoresis test is
used to differentiate the
sickle cell carrier and the
patient. After this, HPLC
test is done for confirma-
tion, on the basis of
which sickle cell patients
are identified.

Training on sickle cell disease management in medical college
Sickle cell mgmt centers in dist hospitals, medical colleges from Oct 2- 2022

Raipur, Sep 21: The
Department of Post
Graduate and Research
Studies in English,
Government J
Yoganandam Chhattisgarh
College Raipur organized
an induction ceremony for
the new batch-2022-23 of
the Department at the
College Campus on
Wednesday. Dr Kirti
Tiwari, Head of the
Department, Akhilesh
Tiwari, Convener of the
English Club, and Dr Anita
Juneja, Coordinator of the
Internal Quality
Assurance Cell were pres-
ent to induce and motivate
the new comers in the de-
partment. Addressing the
students, Head of
Department Dr Kirti
Tiwari, introduced the
faculties, and made the stu-
dents aware of the policies,

values, facilities and activi-
ties of the Department. She
exhorted the students to be
in global scenario, achieve
excellence in the Higher
Education and Research
through incessant compe-
tence building which is
also the vision and mission
of the English
Department. Dr Tiwari
called upon the students to
keep on enhancing their
English skills. She said
that the students will have
to approach teachers to en-

hance their knowledge and
skills. Lucrative job oppor-
tunities are available for
the students of the English
ranging from publishing
journalism, teaching to
specialized jobs like speech
therapy, translators, teach-
ing and others, she said. In
his address, Convener of
the English Club Akhilesh
Tiwari informed the stu-
dents about the activities
being carried out by the
English Club and motivat-
ed them to play active role

in organising weekly activ-
ities to elevate themselves
Speaking on the occasion,
IQAC Coordinator, Anita
Juneja, informed the stu-
dents about the activities of
the IQAC and told about
the various committees
that are functional in the
College. She made them
aware of their rights and
duties. The students of MA
first and third semester in-
troduced themselves in the
programme. M.A third se-
mester student Ankita
Chakraborty gave the wel-
come address. President of
the English Club Abhishek
Kumar and MA Third se-
mester student Priyanka
Nagesh conducted the pro-
ceedings of the pro-
gramme. Vice President of
the English Club Ram
Kumar Premi proposed the
vote of thanks.

Students must keep on learning 
to improve English skills: Dr Tiwari

Balod, Sep 21:

On the last day of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’
in Balod district, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
released the booklet on
‘Tuhar Yojna Tuhar Duar’
and Directory of Balod
District at Circuit House
here today. The booklet on
‘Tuhar Yojana Tuhar

Duar’ is a compilation of
information about welfare
schemes run by various
departments.

The booklet contains de-
tailed information about
the purpose of the scheme,
its benefits, eligibility and

the process of application.
This booklet will prove to
be useful for the members
of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
and other people involved
in the promotion of gov-
ernment schemes.
Besides, the directory of
Balod district has infor-
mation regarding all the
officers and employees of
the district.

CM releases booklet on
‘Tuhar Yojna Tuhar Duar’

 And directory 
of Balod district

Amarkanthak, Sep 21: A
one day National Seminar
on Contribution of Tribal
Heroes in Indian Freedom
Struggle was organized
under the joint aegis of
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes at Indira
Gandhi National Tribal
University, Amarkantak.
It was held under the chair-
manship of Sriprakash
Mani Tripathi.

The keynote speaker of
the seminar, Narendra
Singh Maravi, former
Chairman, State
Scheduled Tribes
Commission, Bhopal and
Ravi Shankar, Advisor,
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes, New
Delhi expressed their
views as subject expert.

Shahdol Divisional
Commissioner Rajib
Sharma, Anuppur collec-
tor Ms. Sonia Meena and
Superintendent of Police
Akhil gave their dignified
presence in the program.

Referring to the sacri-
fices of King Shankar
Shah and Raghunath Shah
and Queen Kamala, Rani
Durgavati, Minister
Kulaste said that tribal cen-
ters should be developed to

make the contribution of
tribal heroes unforgettable.
Referring to the work of
conservation and promo-
tion of many places like
Ramnagar, Mangarh,
Singrampur etc., said that
development should con-
tinue at many centers.

Vice Chancellor Prof
Prakash Mani Tripathi, in
his succinct speech, said
that the tribal hero com-
munity has been the pro-

tector and conductor of the
Sanatan tradition.
Referring to the personali-
ties and works of Virsa
Munda and Tilka Mojhi, he
said that Naveen can learn
pride, loyalty, faith and ded-
ication to his religion from
both the great heroes. The
keynote speaker of the
seminar, Narendra Maravi,
threw light on the skill, tra-
ditional knowledge, hard
work and dedication of the
tribal society. He stressed
on research and use of tra-
ditional medicinal knowl-
edge of tribes in modern
medicine. He called for
continuous research to pre-
serve the culture of tribals.
The subject expert of
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes, New
Delhi, Ravi Shankar ap-
prised the students about
the powers, rights and du-
ties of the Commission.

IGNTU hosts national seminar on
contribution of tribal heroes

 In Indian Freedom
Struggle

Raipur, Sep 21: Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
said that prompt action
should be taken on the de-
cisions taken by the gov-
ernment for the industries
setup in Chhattisgarh. He
said that the government
has laid special emphasis
on the setting up of indus-
tries based on agriculture
and forest produce so that
maximum employment
could be provided to the
local people. Lakhma was
reviewing the works of the
Department of Commerce
and Industry at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here.

Industries Minister
Lakhma said that special
attention should be paid to
the implementation of em-
ployment oriented
schemes. In reviewing the
Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
Program, Mukhyamantri
Yuva Swarozgar Yojana,

PM Formalization of
Micro Food Processing
Enterprises scheme, he
gave strict instructions to
the officers to complete the
targets of these schemes
within the stipulated time
period.

Lakhma also directed
the officers of Labour and
Industries Departments to
take initiative to provide
employment to more and
more local people in micro,
small and medium indus-
tries to be set up in the
state and collect necessary
information in this regard.
In the review meeting, Mr.
Lakhma said that the en-

trepreneurs should be
given various concessions,
grants and facilities being
given by the Chhattisgarh
government for the estab-
lishment of industries on
time.
He said that information
should be given to the en-
trepreneurs regarding the
transition from leasehold
to freehold in industrial
areas and workshops
should also be organised to
clear their doubts. He said
that the benefits of conces-
sions, grants and conces-
sions given by the
Chhattisgarh government
to the entrepreneurs

should be made available
within the prescribed time
period under the Public
Service Guarantee Act.

Lakhma reviewed the
work being done by the
Investment Promotion
Board to encourage invest-
ment in the state. In the
sector wise review, he di-
rected to bring the units in
the ethanol and steel sector
to the production level
soon which has done MoU.
He said that in the develop-
ment blocks where land
has not been transferred
for the food park, within
the next 20 days, the trans-
fer of land should be en-

sured in coordination with
the District Collector.
Lakhma instructed to
arrange training of steam
machine attendants
through skill development
agency and to register
more and more products in
the e-standard list to
CSIDC as well as to take
care of quality in construc-
tion works in industrial
parks. In the review meet-
ing, Special Secretary
Commerce and Industry
Himshikhar Gupta,
Special Secretary
Commerce and Industry,
Anurag Pandey, Managing
Director CSIDC, Saran
Mittar, Registrar, Registrar
Firms and Institutions SN.
Rathore, Additional
Director, Praveen Shukla,
Executive Director CSIDC,
Anil Shrivastava, Chief
General Manager-General
Manager and concerned
officers of all the districts
of the state were present.

Local youth should get employment in industries: Lakhma
Raipur, Sep 21: Disha
College, Raipur once
again, after a two years’
gap due to COVID-19, has
come alive by organizing
various cultural, personal-
ity grooming and co-cur-
ricular activities.

One such activity on
“College to corporate and
changes in the expectation
of recruiters in industry
4.0” was organized on 20th
April, 2022 for final year
students. And the guest
speaker was Prof. Shweta
Puneet- IBS, Bangalore.

The programme started
with the traditional rituals
of lamp lighting and gar-
landing the Goddess
Saraswati performed by
the principal, Disha
College in the august com-
pany of the guests, while
the entire gathering joined
them in chanting the
prayers. In his inaugural
Speech Dr. A. K. Tiwari,

Principal, Disha College,
Raipur (C.G), apprised the
students with some of his
knowledgeable statements
like importance of digital-
ization and expectation of
recruiters in the industry
and many more amazing
things. After this, our
guest speaker Prof. Shweta
Puneet delivered some
amazing statements relat-
ed to Digital Immigration
and Digital Residence. She
delivered that along with

soft skills and hard skills
D-skills (digital skills) are
also important and much
more knowledgeable
things related to Digital
Skills.

The programme was at-
tended by all the students
and faculty members. The
programme ended with a
beautiful vote of thanks.
Overall, it was a very
knowledgeable session for
the entire final year stu-
dents of Disha College.

Along with soft skills and hard skills,
D-skills also important: Shweta

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2211::  

The National Science
Exhibition and Project
Exhibition and Competition
was organized by the Inspire
Award Standards and
Department of Science and
Technology, Government of
India from September 14 to 16
in New Delhi. A total of 560 par-
ticipants from all the states of
India participated in this com-
petition with their ideas, mod-
els and projects. Inspire Award
Standards and all the ideas,
models and projects were
observed and evaluated by the
members of the jury set by the
Department of Science and
Technology, Government of
India. After this process, the
project of two school students
of Chhattisgarh has been
selected. Union Minister,
Department of Space and
Department of Atomic Energy,
Ministry of Science and
Technology Jitendra Singh pre-
sented awards and certificates
to the selected 60 participants

of National Science Exhibition
and Project Exhibition and
Competition at the closing cer-
emony at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi. It is worth mentioning
that under the guidance, inspi-
ration and leadership of
Chhattisgarh School Education
Department, Director Public
Education Chhattisgarh,  Sunil
Kumar Jain and as per the
guidelines of State Nodal
Officer and Deputy Director
Public Education Chhattisgarh,
Ashutosh Chavre, 30 partici-
pants and 07 officers and guide
teachers, team Leader had
reached New Delhi along with
Assistant State Nodal Officer

and Assistant Director Public
Education Chhattisgarh, Harish
Varu. In this national level com-
petition, 60 participants select-
ed from all the states of India,
02 participants from
Chhattisgarh, in which the
model of  Biodegradable
Natural Sweetener Coated
Disposable and  Embedded
Medicinal Immunobooster
Herb Mixture made by Adit, a
student of Delhi Public School,
Raipur and another model of
Project Child Lock LPG
Cylinder made by Harit
Chandani of Vikshashan Jain,
Vidyapeeth Kumhari, Durg
were selected. Inspire Award,

Director, Public Education
Chhattisgarh,  Sunil Kumar
Jain, State Nodal Officer and
Deputy Director Public
Education Chhattisgarh,
Ashutosh Chavre, among the
participants organized by the
Department of Standards and
Science and Technology,
Government of India, selected
all the participants of
Chhattisgarh, Assistant State
Nodal Officer and Assistant
Director Public Education
Chhattisgarh, Harish Baru and
Inspire Room Incharge,  Dinesh
Kumar Banjare and Vaibhav
Sahu and all District Education
Officers, District Nodal
Officers, Block Nodal Officers,
Guide Teachers and Inspire
Team congratulated the stu-
dents.

Two participants from Ch’garh selected  
 For National

Science Exhibition
Inspire Award 

 School children
showed their talent
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Dhamtari, Sep 21: It was
as per instructions by SP
Prashant Thakur to put a
check on increase in road
accidents, it was under
guidance of Addl. SP
Dhamtari Megha
Temburkar Sahu, Traffic
DSP Manishankar
Chandra and all TIs of dif-
ferent thanas recovered
summon fees worth Rs
2,37,300 from 791 different
violation of traffic under
the Motor Vehicle Act in
last  three days.

The traffic police in
Dhamtari is making all ef-
forts to reduce number of
road accidents taking place
and since over-speed is one
of the reasons behind it,
the Traffic police is stop-

ping all the heavy vehicles
and other four-wheelers en-
tering the city to reduce
their speed-limit to 20
km/hr within city limits
and directed all the four-
wheelers including car
drivers to use seat-belts
while driving. Apart from

this the traffic police direct-
ed all Bus drivers to wear
uniform while driving
buses and ensure availabil-
ity of first-aid box, fire-ex-
tinguisher and paste the
bus-fare list in their buses.
The two and four-wheeler
riders were asked not to
use pressure-horns and
were informed that at pres-
ent only explanation has
been given and later action
will be taken in case of vio-
lation of the same.

The traffic police has
made an appeal to general
public to ensure strict com-
pliance of traffic rules and
regulations, otherwise ac-
tion will be taken against
violation of traffic rules.

Traffic Police recovers 
Rs 2.37 lakh in 3 days

Road from Gram Mohara to
Tendubhata in bad shape

Central Chronicle News

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  SSeepp  2211::  The road
from Gram Mohara to Tendubhata
has got badly damaged and due to
which it is posing lots of problems
to the villagers and even the pub-
lic represenatitives to travel on it.
From this route, the ex-MLA Ramji
Bharti goes to his home village
Tendubhata. 

Apart from this through this
road, people also travel to head
offices in the village, viz. Gram
Panchayat, District Co-op Bank,
Axis Ban, main market and oth-
ers. Just opposite the
Chandrakar Kirana shop, there
are big pot holes on this road and

it has led to waterlogging during
rains. At present this road has
become completely useless.
Apart from big pot holes in the
road, it has also become danger-
ous for those driving and may
lead to some major accident
some day.  The villagers have de-
manded the Panchayat represen-
tatives to get this road repaired
at the earlier, so that the vil-
lagers do not face much of in-
covenience in travelling. 

They also charged the local
public representatives and offi-
cers of Panchayat sitting hand-on-
hand ad not taking this major
work seriously and has strongly
condemned the same.

Youth start various activities
including plantation 

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Sep 21: Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club Yojana
(RYMCY) for the youth of
the state government is
being extensively operated
under the guidance of
Collector Haris S. under the
district and a total of 162

Rajiv Mitan Clubs have been
formed in the district, the
first installment of which
Rs 25,000 has been provided
to the clubs of all the pan-
chayats.

Social, cultural and
sports events have been
started by the Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Clubs formed, under

which Covid vaccination,
tree plantation, sports and
local folk dance and song
competition should be or-
ganized in the district's
Gram Panchayat Jhapra,
Nagaras, Sonakukanar,
Gadiras, Ramapuram,
Kondre, Gumma, Oler,
Talnar, Dubbatota,
Chhindgarh, Maraiguda,
Dornapal and other pan-
chayats. Rural youth are
very excited to take advan-
tage of this scheme and are
eager to take maximum ad-
vantage of it. Considering
the special circumstances
of this area, the said
scheme will be successful in
taking the villagers in a
positive direction.

RPF SECR organizes various programs

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Sep 21: Railway
Protection Force (RPF)
celebrated its 38th Raising
Day on 20 September 2022
by organizing the first
ever Central Level Parade
at Jag Jeevan Ram RPF
Academy, Lucknow.

On this occasion, Union
Minister of State for
Railways and Textiles,
Mrs Darshan Vikram
Jardosh participated as
the chief guest and took
the salute of the parade.

Minister of State for
Railways presented
'President Police Medal

for Distinguished Service',
'Indian Police Medal for
Meritorious Service'and
'Sarvettam Jeevan Raksha
Padak'. 'Uttam Jeevan
Rakshak' was posthu-
mously awarded to Late

Gyan Chand, Head
Constable of RPF NCR
who laid down hislives at
the altar of duty to save a
woman. South East
Central Railway, Railway
Protection Force Bilaspur

under the guidance of
Amiya Nandan
Sinha/Inspector General-
cum-Principal Chief
Security Commissioner/
Resp. Bilaspur and
Bhavani Shankar Nath /

Deputy Inspector General
cum Chief Security
Commissioner conducted
many social service pro-
grams in all the three divi-
sions on the occasion of
foundation day.

Daily wagers deprived of payment
Central Chronicle News

CChhuurriikkaallaa,,  SSeepp  2211::  The daily labourers work-
ing in the Eklavya Residential School oper-
ating in the city have been circling for
months to get their payment, but higher
officials of the school are negligent in
making the payment.  It is to be known
that Eklavya Residential School in
Nagar Panchayat Chhurikala is being
operated by the Tribal Department,
where the laborers of the surrounding
area including the city are working as
daily laborers, who have not been paid
wages for the last three months. 

It is said that during the tenure of
the then principal Kumdesh Gobeel,
the purchase of goods worth about
lakhs of rupees for the use of Eklavya
Vidyalaya has been done from the
shops of the city, the payment of which
is pending for months, apart from this,

about 80 thousand rupees of gas cylin-
ders is also pending. The Principal
Kumdesh Gobeel, has been removed, and
therefore all the payments are pending

and due to non-payment, shopkeepers
have also stopped giving goods in the
name of the school, due to which there is
a shortage of food every day. 

TPS Korba(E) of 
DSPM celebrate

Vishwakarma Jayanti

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Sep 21: TPS
Korba(E) of DSPM cele-
brated Vishwakarma
Jayanti with devotion.

Maintaining the tradition,
instead of an idol of Lord
Vishwakarma photograph
was placed for worship.
After the worship mass
meal was organized in

which guests and devotees
enthusiastically took part.
Diwakar Mishra EE, Mrs
Aarti Tiwari and other of-
ficials along with staff
took part in the festival.

Derogatory language against women
employees intolerable: Dr Nayak 

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Sep 22: In the
presence of Chhattisgarh
State Commission for
Women President Dr.
Kiranmayi Nayak and
members Neeta
Vishwakarma, Archana
Upadhyay, a public hearing
was held and three cases
were given verdict and
opined via hearing. The
case of Zeba Naaz Shaikh
(Staff Nurse) Vs Gauri
Hussain (Staff Nurse) work-
ing Institute District
Hospital Bijapur was decid-
ed under mutual consent.

On the other hand, under
the second case of mental
harassment, the applicant
Chhaya Gautam Assistant

Grade-2 working institute
Deputy Director Veterinary
Department, Bijapur under
the application of mental
harassment against the ap-
pellant.

On the basis of the state-
ment of both the parties,
the party said to complain
to the Collector for acting
against the Civil Services
Conduct Act against the ap-

plicant under the Right to
Information, in case of de-
partmental inquiry against
the applicant Chhaya
Gautam.In the event of the
applicant being found inno-
cent in the investigation,
the applicant was advised
to register a civil and crimi-
nal case against the appel-
lant.

Third case, under harass-

ment at the workplace, the
applicant Smt. Pushpa
Gandharla made serious al-
legations against the appel-
lant Shri Ranjit Singh,
District Coordinator,
Swachh Bharat Mission,
Rural District Bijapur,and
due to mental harassment
by the appellant Ranjit
Singh's use of abusive lan-
guage. Due to these rea-

sons, during the tenure of
Rajit Singh, from 2016 to
2022, a total of 17 people left
work, some resigned and
some people 
were fired.

While hearing the case,
Kiranmayi Nayak,
President, Chhattisgarh
State Women's Commission,
in view of the seriousness
of the case, said that no offi-
cer has the right to make
personal comments and
comments against any
woman employee and local
tribals. SDMs and SDOPs of
all sections of the district,
including members of the
State Women's Commission,
District Women and Child
Development Officers were
present during the hearing.
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In total 791 cases of traffic rule violation
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ANNUAL URS

Women devotees pray at the shrine of Hazrat Sheikh Hamza Makhdoom on the
occasion of his Urs, in Srinagar, Wednesday.

MONSOON WOES

Commuters wade through a waterlogged street following heavy rains, in Mathura, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Suicide 
 Phagwara: A first-

year student of a pri-
vate university in
Punjab’s Phagwara al-
legedly died by sui-
cide, triggering a
protest by other stu-
dents on the campus.
The 22-year-old stu-
dent, who was from
Kerala and was study-
ing Bachelor of Design
at Lovely Professional
University (LPU), took
the extreme step on
September 20, police
said on Wednesday.

Inquiry
 Bengaluru: “PayCM’

posters with the photo
of the Karnataka
Chief Minister sur-
faced in several parts
of the city on
Wednesday, following
which an angry
Basavaraj Bommai or-
dered an inquiry. He
also dubbed it a ‘pseu-
do campaign,’ which
not only maligns his
image but also of
Karnataka. “It is a sys-
tematic conspiracy to
spoil my name and
also Karnataka. I have
directed the officials
concerned to book a
case. We will get it in-
vestigated to find out
the people behind it,”
Bommai told re-
porters here.

Apologise
 Thiruvananthapuram:

The Kerala State Road
Transport
Corporation (KSRTC)
management on
Wednesday tendered
an apology to the pub-
lic over the manhan-
dling incident at a bus
depot near here, say-
ing it would not toler-
ate such incidents at
any cost. A 55-year-old
man was cruelly beat-
en up in front of his
daughter by a group of
KSRTC employees at
the bus depot in
Kattakada on Tuesday
following a dispute
over students’ conces-
sion, prompting the
government to sus-
pend four KSRTC
staffers and the High
Court to register a
case on its own on the
shocking incident.

Arrested 
 Jammu: Police arrest-

ed two persons and
seized over 45 kg of
poppy from them, offi-
cials said on
Wednesday. The two
were arrested from a
Punjab-bound bus in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Samba district, they
said. A police team in-
tercepted the bus on
the Jammu-Pathankot
national highway at
AIIMS checkpoint 
and recovered over 45
kg of poppy.

Nabbed 
 Jaipur: An Anti-

Corruption Bureau
team on Wednesday
arrested the SHO of
Mandar in Sirohi dis-
trict with his two other
associates, including
an advocate, for accept-
ing a bribe of Rs 4
lakh. Ashok Kumar
Singh had demanded
Rs 10 lakh from the
complainant through
middlemen Anil
Kumar and advocate
Abhimanyu Singh for
helping in a rape case
registered against the
complainant, ACB
DGP BL Soni said in a
statement.

Women look at a traditional
‘Chaniya choli’ dress while

shopping ahead of the
upcoming ‘Navratri’ festival,

at a shop in Thane,
Wednesday.

Ahmedabad, Sep 21 (PTI):

Congress leader
Sandeep Dikshit on
Wednesday said the so-
called Delhi development
model, being touted by
Chief Minister and AAP
leader Arvind Kejriwal
during campaigning in
poll-bound Gujarat, is not
supported by facts but
aimed to gain publicity.

In a scathing attack on
Kejriwal, Dikshit said the
so-called Delhi model is
not development-oriented.
He challenged Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leaders for a
debate “based on facts and
figures”.

Addressing reporters,
Dikshit wondered if the
“revdi”- a reference to pop-
ulist sops- promised by
Kejriwal to various com-
munities will ensure de-
velopment in another five
years. The Congress
spokesperson cited figures
to claim that the previous
Congress government in

Delhi had fared much bet-
ter than Kejriwal in the
fields of education, infra-
structure, healthcare etc.

“The Delhi model is all
about publicity. It lacks
substance. The AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi failed to
build upon what was
achieved by the Sheila
Dikshit government over
15 years.

Compared to the 15-year
rule of Congress in Delhi
under the late Sheila

Dikshit, the AAP govern-
ment has done little to im-
prove education and
health facilities,” said
Dikshit, son of the late
Sheila Dikshit.

He alleged the Kejriwal
government even failed to
create employment con-
trary to claims made by
Kejriwal during cam-
paigning in Gujarat.

“We are surprised. What
model they (AAP leaders)
are talking about? I would
like to warn our brothers
and sisters in Gujarat that
they will be worse off than
what they are today, at
least in the area of educa-
tion (if they buy into
Kejriwal’s claims).
Whether it is Kejriwal,
(Manish) Sisodia, or
Raghav Chadha or anyone
else, I challenge them to sit
with me for a debate based
on figures,” he said.

Dikshit said the so-
called “Delhi model” is not
development-oriented but
is touted to attract votes.

‘Kejriwal’s ‘Delhi model’
all about publicity’

Sandeep Dikshit

Ramban/Jammu, Sep 21
(PTI): National
Conference president and
Lok Sabha MP Farooq
Abdullah has expressed
hope the Supreme Court
will soon hear the peti-
tions challenging the abro-
gation of Article 370, and
also vowed to continue po-
litically the fight to restore
the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir.

He said the next assem-
bly polls will provide the
first opportunity to fight
the battle politically for
the special status of J&K
under the provisions of
constitution.

“We are in the Supreme
Court (for the restoration
of Article 370) and are
hopeful that it will hear
the petitions soon and we
will get relief from this dif-
ficult situation,” the for-
mer chief minister said.
Abdullah was chairing a

day-long convention of the
party’s block workers, of-
fice-bearers and func-
tionaries at Batote in
Ramban district on
Tuesday as part of efforts
to sensitise them on the
ongoing special summary
revision of electoral rolls.

“We are not only de-
pendent on the apex
court,” he told them. “We
are having a political fight
without asking people to

throw bricks, grenades or
use guns. Our fight is a po-
litical fight and we are
going to fight it politically.
Obviously, the first chance
we have got is the (next)
Assembly election. The
more we win, the more we
will be able to take for-
ward this in the
Assembly.”

Referring to the inde-
pendence struggle, he said
the National Conference
never abandoned the flag
of secularism.

“In 1947, the Muslim ma-
jority Jammu and
Kashmir heard the chants
of Allah-u-Akbar (God is
great) but we never accept-
ed the two nation theory.
Had we gone there, what
would have happened to
Hindus, Sikhs and
Buddhists (of Jammu and
Kashmir). They had only
option to migrate and our
fight was against it.

‘Not ready to accept India is communal’

Farooq Abdullah

Bhubaneswar, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The National
Monument Authority
(NMA) has issued no ob-
jection certificates (NoCs)
to the Odisha government
for its development and
beautification projects at
Jagannath Temple in Puri,
Lingaraj Temple in
Bhubaneswar and Sun
Temple at Konark, but
with riders.

The NMA’s NoCs have
ended the controversy
over the alleged illegal
construction near the
Shree Jagannath
Reception Centre close to
the 12th-century shrine in
Puri, but the new struc-
tures will have to be
moved slightly away from
the earlier site, a state gov-
ernment official said.

Cases were filed in the
high court against the “ir-
regularities” as petition-

ers claimed that construc-
tion work for the project
has affected the health of
the temple. Puri Collector
Samarth Varma said, “We
have received NoC for the
heritage corridor from the
National Monument
Authority. Now the work
will resume in full steam.”

One of the responsibili-
ties of the NMA, which
functions under the
Ministry of Culture, is to
consider grant of permis-
sions to applicants for con-
struction-related activity
in prohibited and regulat-
ed areas. The Sree
Jagannath reception cen-
tre will now come up in
the regulated zone of the
monument instead of in
the prohibited zone. “The
Authority recommended
grant of NoC for construc-
tion of Shree Jagannatha
Reception Centre in the
regulated area at a dis-

tance of 101.50 meters
from the protected monu-
ment,” said the NMA doc-
ument which is available
with PTI.

According to the provi-
sions of the Ancient
Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958, the
area within 100 meters of
a monument is a prohibit-
ed’ zone while that within
200 meters falls under the
regulated’ category.

However, the state gov-
ernment had earlier
planned to set up the re-
ception centre within the
prohibited zone. The NMA
put general conditions for
the heritage projects say-
ing that all new structures
to be constructed should
be non-intrusive and de-
void of any heavy archi-
tecture, undertake tempo-
rary structures wherever
possible, and use of heavy

machinery for digging
work should be avoided.
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik along with Puri’s
titular king Gajapati
Dibya Singha Deb had last
year laid the foundation
stone for the project which
seeks to provide better
amenities to pilgrims, in-
cluding toilets and cloak-
rooms. In the face of
protest and opposition, the
state government submit-
ted a fresh proposal for the
reception centre and
sought permission to shift
the proposed structure to
the regulated zone from
the prohibited zone in
April. The NMA took the
decision at a meeting held
on September 9. This
apart, the NMA has also is-
sued NoC to execute devel-
opmental works in the pro-
hibited zone of the 11th
century Lingaraj Temple
in Bhubaneswar.

Odisha gets NoCs to beautify Puri Jagannath temple

Mumbai, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
on Wednesday came down
heavily on the Mumbai
Suburban District
Collector for demolishing
a seaside crematorium
used by the fisherfolk com-
munity without giving a
hearing.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice Madhav
Jamdar noted that
Collector Nidhi
Chaudhari was aware of
the law and rules, and
hence she was trying to
subvert law.

The HC was hearing a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) filed by city resident
Chetan Vyas raising con-
cerns over the alleged
unauthorized construc-
tion of the crematorium

on Erangal beach in sub-
urban Malad. The con-
struction violated the
Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) rules, the PIL
claimed.

Earlier this month, the
high court was informed
that the crematorium was
demolished after another
bench of the HC had or-
dered joint inspection of
the site. No show-cause no-
tice or hearing was given
to the local fisherfolk com-
munity, which used the fa-
cility, before the action.

The Collector told the
court that she was follow-
ing the directions of the
Maharashtra Coastal Zone
Management Authority
(MCZMA).

The MCZMA, however,
claimed that it had only
asked the collector’s office
to conduct inquiry and

take action. The bench on
Wednesday noted that in
another matter the HC had
directed the same
Collector to take action
against the buildings vio-
lating height restrictions
near the airport.

“The same Collector
then took a completely dif-
ferent approach. She
(Chaudhari) had so many
difficulties then. She was
under orders of the court
but still she had so many
questions. We did not take
any action then,” CJ Datta
said.

“But look here. She is a
district collector. She can-
not be so naive that she
cannot tell the MCZMA
that the fisherfolk would
have to be heard first and a
fact-finding inquiry has to
be carried out,” the court
said.

HC slams Collector over demolition
of crematorium without notice 

Ranchi, Sep 21 (PTI):

A Jharkhand Congress
MLA on Wednesday
grabbed eyeballs by sit-
ting in a pool of muddy
water on a stretch of a na-
tional highway in Godda
district, protesting
against its “poor condi-
tion” and demanding im-
mediate repair work of
the road.

Deepika Pandey Singh,
the legislator from
Mahagama, also poured
muddy water all over her,
and vowed that she would
not budge unless repair ef-
forts are undertaken to fill
up the “large potholes”. “I
don’t want to get involved
in the fight between the
state government and the
Centre... This is NH-133

and authorities had taken
the responsibility to
widen this stretch in May
2022, but the Centre does
not provide funds for re-
pair of this highway...
Under the given circum-
stances, I would request
the chief minister to get it
done as people are facing
hardships,” she said.

Singh claimed she had
been demanding that re-
pair be undertaken of the
stretch of the highway for
long, but assembly com-
mittee officials did not
visit the spot.

She also criticised
Godda MP Nishikant
Dubey in a tweet, contend-
ing that “public represen-
tatives can understand the
plight of people if they
come and sit here”.

J’khand MLA protests against
‘poor’ condition of NH stretch

Sits in pool of muddy water

Kolkata, Sep 21 (PTI):

TMC MP Sougata Roy
Wednesday blamed his
suspended party associate
Partha Chatterjee for low-
ering the dignity of the of-
fice of the vice chancellor
(VC) in the wake of North
Bengal University (NBU)
VC Subiresh
Bhattacharya’s arrest by
CBI in connection with the
teacher recruitment scam.

Roy, who was talking to
reporters, said he was not
sure what special qualifi-
cations of Bhattacharya
had made the higher edu-
cation department choose
him for multiple posts -
from the chairmanship of
the School Service
Commission to the VC
from 2014 - 18, to the cur-

rent post of VC of NBU.
“Bhattacharya did not
have any loyalty to our
party. He must have been
loyal to one particular per-
son. I think the party is in
an embarrassing situation
because of Partha
Chatterjee,” the veteran
TMC leader said.
Bhattacharya was also
member of the Calcutta
University Senate
Committee and the princi-
pal of Shyamaprasad
College in the city from
which he did not resign.
“What was his great quali-
fication that a single indi-
vidual should occupy so
many posts?” Roy asked.
Expressing his anguish
over the arrest of
Bhattacharya , Roy said “A
VC is in the jail lock up.

Sougata Roy blames Partha
Chatterjee for lowering dignity

Of VC’s post

Chennai, Sep 21 (PTI):
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on
Wednesday sought Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
intervention in the rescue
and repatriation of
Indians held in “illegal
captivity” in Myanmar,
saying they were being
forced to do illegal jobs.

The state government
has received information
that nearly 300 Indians, in-
cluding around 50 Tamils
were stuck in Myanmar
facing severe hardships,
Stalin said in a letter to
Modi. “It is informed that
they had initially gone to
Thailand for IT related
jobs through private re-
cruitment agencies. It is
now understood that they
were forcibly taken from
Thailand, to Myanmar for

carrying out illegal jobs
online. Further, reports
are being received that
they are physically as-
saulted by their employers
on their refusal to do so,”
the CM said.

The state government
was in touch with 17 such
Tamils who are “desper-
ately seeking the support
of the Government to in-
tervene quickly and res-
cue them.”

“Considering the plight
of our citizens, I request
that MEA (Minstry of
External Affairs) may be
instructed to take up the
issue with the authorities
in Myanmar for the imme-
diate rescue and safe repa-
triation of Indians held in
illegal captivity in
Myanmar,” the CM urged
Modi.

STALIN TO CENTRE

‘Rescue Indians held in 
‘illegal captivity’ in Myanmar

Seoni (MP), Sep 21
(PTI): A female ele-
phant slammed and
trampled the mahout to
death in Madhya
Pradesh’s Seoni district
after he didn’t feed her
bananas, police said on
Wednesday.

The incident occurred
at Rahiwada village
under the Bandol police
station limits, about 20
km away from the Seoni
district headquarters,
an official said.

Bandol police station
incharge Dilip
Pancheshwar said the
mahout, Bharat
Vasudev (55), used to
seek alms with the 20-
year-old elephant
“Heera” along with
some of his associates.

A day earlier, a truck
driver carrying fruits
stopped the vehicle after
seeing the elephant
walking on the road
with the mahout and of-
fered a bunch of ba-
nanas, he said. The ma-
hout, however, didn’t
feed bananas to the ele-
phant. “After seeing this,
the elephant became
angry. She lifted the ma-
hout with her trunk,
slammed him on the
road, and trampled him
to death,” the police offi-
cer said. The mahout
was taken to a hospital
where doctors declared
him dead. “The ma-
hout’s associates said it
was very unusual behav-
iour by the elephant,”
Pancheshwar said.

Not fed bananas, angry
elephant kills mahout



TTookkyyoo,,  SSeepp  2211  ((AAPP)):: A man set
himself on fire near the
Japanese prime minister’s office
in Tokyo early on Wednesday in
apparent protest against the
state funeral planned next week
for former leader Shinzo Abe,
officials and media reports said.
The man, believed to be in his
70s, sustained burns on large
parts of his body but was con-
scious and told police that he
set himself on fire after pouring
oil over himself, Kyodo News
agency reported. A note appar-
ently written by the man was
found with him that said,
“Personally, I am absolutely
against” Abe’s funeral, Kyodo
reported. A Tokyo Fire

Department official confirmed a
man set himself afire on the
street in Tokyo’s Kasumigaseki
government district and that he
was alive when he was taken to
a hospital by ambulance, but
declined to give further details,
including the man’s identity,
motive or condition, citing the
sensitivity of what was a police
matter. Tokyo police refused to
comment, including on a report
that a police officer was caught
in the fire.
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Taliban explosion 
 Islamabad: An explo-

sion in Afghanistan’s
capital has killed at
least three people and
wounded 13 others, a
Taliban official said on
Wednesday. According
to Khalid Zadran, the
Taliban-appointed
spokesman for the
Kabul police chief, the
blast occurred in a
restaurant in the city’s
western Dehmazang
neighborhood.

Energy bills 
 London: Britain’s gov-

ernment said on
Wednesday it will cap
wholesale energy bills
for businesses this
winter to ensure com-
panies don’t go bust
amid soaring energy
prices. Authorities
said the government
will pick up nearly half
of all business energy
bills for six months
starting October 1 to
ensure companies “are
able to get through this
winter.”

Iran cyberattack 
 Dubai: The website of

Iran’s Central Bank
was briefly taken
down on Wednesday as
the anonymous hack-
ing group claimed it
had targeted the web-
sites of several Iranian
state agencies. The ap-
parent cyberattack
came amid days of
protests over the death
of a woman who was
detained by the coun-
try’s morality police
for allegedly wearing
her Islamic headscarf
too loosely.

Would-be migrants, covered
in blankets, disembark 
from a boat after being 
rescued at sea as they
arrive in Dungeness,
England, Wednesday.

Moscow, Sep 21 (PTI):
President Vladimir Putin
on Wednesday announced
a “partial mobilisation” of
some 300,000 reservists
with immediate effect in
the wake of setbacks suf-
fered by Russia in its rag-
ing conflict with Ukraine,
saying it was necessary as
Moscow is fighting the
“entire military machine
of the collective West.”

Putin made the an-
nouncement in a televised
address to the nation in
which he also said that
Russia will use all the
means at its disposal to
protect its territory, warn-
ing the West that “this is
not a bluff”.

He has already signed
an Executive Order for the
call-up to start the mobili-
sation immediately.

Since early September,
Ukraine forces have swift-
ly recaptured large swaths
of land in Ukraine’s
Kharkiv region that
Russian troops took over
in early weeks of the war
which began on February
24.

The stretched-out front-
line, the constant shelling
of Russian borderline
areas by the Ukrainian
military and attacks on
liberated regions required

the call-up of servicemen
from the reserve, Putin
said in his address.

His speech comes a day
after the Lugansk and
Donetsk People’s
Republics, as well as
R u s s i a n - c o n t r o l l e d
Kherson and Zaporozhye
regions on Tuesday an-
nounced that they would
hold referendums on
whether to join Russia
from September 23-27.

Soon after Putin’s ad-
dress, Russian Defence
Minister Sergey Shoigu
announced that 300,000
people will be called up for
service during the partial
mobilisation.

“Three hundred thou-
sand reserve troops will be
called up,” Shoigu said
during a Rossiya-24 TV
broadcast.

Putin announces partial
mobilisation of reservists

NNaabblluuss  ((WWeesstt  BBaannkk)),,  SSeepp  2211
((AAPP)):: Palestinian security forces
and militants agreed to a truce
on Wednesday to end violent
clashes in a flashpoint West
Bank city, local officials said.
The violence highlighted deep
disenchantment with the inter-
nationally backed Palestinian
leadership. For now, the deal to
end the clashes eases tensions
in the area, which on Tuesday
was gripped by some of the
fiercest antagonism directed at
the Palestinian Authority in
years. The clashes erupted after
an arrest raid by Palestinian
security against local militants.
The two sides exchanged fire as
angry residents pelted an
armored jeep with objects and

chased it away. One man was
reported dead. The violence was
reminiscent of the way
Palestinians typically protest
against Israeli troops. Also
Wednesday, the body of a
Palestinian man suspected of
killing an 84-year-old Israeli
woman was found hanged in
central Tel Aviv, police said.

The unrest in Nablus reflect-
ed the deep unpopularity of the
Palestinian leadership, which is
widely seen because of its secu-
rity ties with Israel as entrench-
ing Israel’s 55-year military
occupation of the West Bank
and its nearly 3 million resi-
dents. It has also been beset by
corruption and has repeatedly
delayed elections.

Palestinians reach truce
to end West Bank clashes

NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  SSeepp  2211  ((AAPP))::
When Donald Trump sought
the presidency in 2016, a
California billionaire named
Tom Barrack made sure to
get in the mix. The pair had
been close friends for

decades before Barrack
emerged as an informal
campaign advisor. He later
became the chair of Trump’s
inaugural committee. The
problem, federal prosecu-
tors say, is that Barrack was

also secretly working at the
same time as an agent for
the United Arab Emirates,
an energy-rich U.S. ally. The
allegation has landed the
defendant in federal court
in Brooklyn. 

Opening 
statements set
for trial against
close Trump ally

Man sets himself on fire in
apparent protest of Abe funeral

Police and firefighters inspect the scene where a man is
reported to set himself on fire, near the Prime Minister’s
Office in Tokyo, Wednesday.
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Counsel students
It is indeed a matter of con-

cern that objectionable
videos are being made and
circulated on social media
causing irreparable damage
to the victims, both socially as
well as emotionally. What is
even more alarming is the
fact that youngsters are not
even aware of the dreadful
consequences of their
thoughtless actions.
Stringent measures need to
be taken by institutions and
the authorities concerned to
generate awareness among
youngsters. Counsellors must
cater to the victims and en-
able them to overcome the
stigma of such incidents and
stay emotionally and mental-
ly strong. Orientation ses-
sions should be organised for
students to help them per-
ceive the possible cyber
threats as well as their reme-
dies so that such incidents do
not take place in future.

Sumita Kanwar, By mail

Capital punishment
Provision for capital pun-

ishment is necessary as a de-
terrent to heinous crimes.It
is surprising that neither the
apex court hitherto raised
the issue of statutory defini-
tion of ‘rarest of rare’ nor
the Union Law Ministry
cared to formulate it. The
need for the same is being
felt now by the Supreme
Court. The court has dealt
with heinous cases on the
basis of available facts and
circumstances, and relevant
statutory provisions should
be in place for ready refer-
ence.

Ravinder Singh, by mail

Amarinder joins BJP
Having run out of options,

Capt Amarinder Singh could
have ideally chosen to bid
goodbye to political life.
However, Indian politicians
are not known to voluntarily
give up the perks and advan-
tages of politics. Therefore,
he has aligned with the BJP
and must now wait for the
crumbs the party has to offer.
Amarinder Singh is a spent
force in Punjab and not likely
to offer the BJP much value.
The most he can expect is a
gubernatorial post, most like-
ly in a Congress-ruled state.

Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai

A word of advice
PM Narendra Modi’s calcu-

lated advice to Russian
President Vladimir Putin that
“today’s era is not of war”, ap-
pears to have received wide-
spread appreciation across
the world. Even Putin appears
to have responded by saying
that Russia is aware of the
Indian stand on war and
peace, which is encouraging.
India’s ability to contribute to
peace and prosperity in
Eurasia is entirely dependent
on overcoming the lack of di-
rect connectivity to the re-
gion. India must devote full at-
tention to its SCO presidency
to push through new connec-
tivity initiatives with Eurasia.

SS Paul, Nadia
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Mysuru: A roundabout illuminated as part of preparations for Dussehra celebrations, in Mysuru.

PREPARATIONS FOR DUSSEHRA

Astronomers now routinely discover
planets orbiting stars outside of the
solar system they're called exoplanets.
But in summer 2022, teams working on
NASA's Transiting Exoplanet Survey
Satellite found a few particularly inter-
esting planets orbiting in the habitable
zones of their parent stars. One planet is
30% larger than Earth and orbits its star
in less than three days. The other is 70%
larger than the Earth and might host a
deep ocean. These two exoplanets are
super-Earths more massive than the
Earth but smaller than ice giants like
Uranus and Neptune. 

I'm a professor of astronomy who
studies galactic cores, distant galaxies,
astrobiology and exoplanets. I closely
follow the search for planets that might
host life. Earth is still the only place in
the universe scientists know to be home
to life. It would seem logical to focus the
search for life on Earth clones planets
with properties close to Earth's. But re-
search has shown that the best chance
astronomers have of finding life on an-
other planet is likely to be on a super-
Earth similar to the ones found recently.

CCoommmmoonn  aanndd  eeaassyy  ttoo  ffiinndd
Most super-Earths orbit cool dwarf

stars, which are lower in mass and live
much longer than the Sun. There are
hundreds of cool dwarf stars for every

star like the Sun, and scientists have
found super-Earths orbiting 40% of cool
dwarfs they have looked at. Using that
number, astronomers estimate that
there are tens of billions of super-Earths
in habitable zones where liquid water
can exist in the Milky Way alone. Since
all life on Earth uses water, water is
thought to be critical for habitability.
Based on current projections, about a
third of all exoplanets are super-Earths,
making them the most common type of
exoplanet in the Milky Way. The nearest
is only six light-years away from Earth.
You might even say that our solar system
is unusual since it does not have a planet
with a mass between that of Earth and
Neptune. Another reason super-Earths
are ideal targets in the search for life is
that they're much easier to detect and
study than Earth-sized planets. There
are two methods astronomers use to de-
tect exoplanets. One looks for the gravi-
tational effect of a planet on its parent
star and the other looks for brief dim-
ming of a star's light as the planet pass-
es in front of it. Both of these detection
methods are easier with a bigger planet.

SSuuppeerr--EEaarrtthhss  aarree  ssuuppeerr  hhaabbiittaabbllee
Over 300 years ago, German philoso-

pher Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz argued
that Earth was the "best of all possible
worlds." Leibniz's argument was meant

to address the question of why evil ex-
ists, but modern astrobiologists have ex-
plored a similar question by asking what
makes a planet hospitable to life. It turns
out that Earth is not the best of all possi-
ble worlds. Due to Earth's tectonic activ-
ity and changes in the brightness of the
Sun, the climate has veered over time
from ocean-boiling hot to planetwide,
deep-freeze cold. Earth has been unin-
habitable for humans and other larger
creatures for most of its 4.5-billion-year
history. Simulations suggest the long-
term habitability of Earth was not in-
evitable, but was a matter of chance.
Humans are literally lucky to be alive.
Researchers have come up with a list of
the attributes that make a planet very
conducive to life. Larger planets are
more likely to be geologically active, a
feature that scientists think would pro-
mote biological evolution. So the most
habitable planet would have roughly
twice the mass of the Earth and be be-
tween 20% and 30% larger by volume. It
would also have oceans that are shallow
enough for light to stimulate life all the
way to the seafloor and an average tem-
perature of 77 degrees Fahrenheit (25
degrees Celsius). It would have an at-
mosphere thicker than the Earth's that
would act as an insulating blanket.
Finally, such a planet would orbit a star

older than the Sun to give life longer to
develop, and it would have a strong
magnetic field that protects against cos-
mic radiation. Scientists think that these
attributes combined will make a planet
super habitable.

By definition, super-Earths have
many of the attributes of a super habit-
able planet. To date, astronomers have
discovered two dozen super-Earth exo-
planets that are, if not the best of all pos-
sible worlds, theoretically more habit-
able than Earth. Recently, there's been
an exciting addition to the inventory of
habitable planets. Astronomers have
started discovering exoplanets that have
been ejected from their star systems,
and there could be billions of them
roaming the Milky Way. If a super-Earth
is ejected from its star system and has a
dense atmosphere and watery surface,
it could sustain life for tens of billions of
years, far longer than life on Earth could
persist before the Sun dies.

DDeetteeccttiinngg  lliiffee  oonn  ssuuppeerr--EEaarrtthhss
To detect life on distant exoplanets,

astronomers will look for biosignatures,
byproducts of biology that are de-
tectable in a planet's atmosphere.
NASA's James Webb Space Telescope
was designed before astronomers had
discovered exoplanets, so the telescope
is not optimised for exoplanet research.

But it is able to do some of this science
and is scheduled to target two potential-
ly habitable super-Earths in its first year
of operations. Another set of super-
Earths with massive oceans discovered
in the past few years, as well as the plan-
ets discovered this summer, are also
compelling targets for James Webb. But
the best chances for finding signs of life
in exoplanet atmospheres will come with
the next generation of giant, ground-
based telescopes: the 39-meter
Extremely Large Telescope, the Thirty
Meter Telescope and the 24.5-meter
Giant Magellan Telescope. These tele-
scopes are all under construction and
set to start collecting data by the end of
the decade. Astronomers know that the
ingredients for life are out there, but
habitable does not mean inhabited. Until
researchers find evidence of life else-
where, it's possible that life on Earth was
a unique accident.While there are many
reasons why a habitable world would not
have signs of life, if, over the coming
years, astronomers look at these super
habitable super-Earths and find nothing,
humanity may be forced to conclude
that the universe is a lonely place.

--  CChhrriiss  IImmppeeyy
University Distinguished Professor of

Astronomy, University of Arizona
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T
he Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is drawing flak from various
quarters. Opposition parties are accusing it of converting itself into a

pliant tool of the government for harassing and intimidating their leaders and
whitewashing cases where big guns of the ruling party are involved. After the
arrest of some party leaders and a prominent minister belonging to the
Trinamool Congress, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee announced
that she would launch an agitation against the operations of the CBI and court
arrest, if necessary. Some of the criticism may have substance in it but the ma-
jority is without foundation. For example, corruption charges against the
Trinamool bigwigs in West Bengal are not trumped up. The Enforcement
Directorate has recovered crores of rupees as well as a huge amount of gold
jewellery from the house of a TMC minister and his girlfriend. Recently, the CBI
unearthed enormous cash and jewellery from the house of another prominent
leader in Birbhum district of West Bengal. Many other skeletons are tumbling
out of the cupboards. The problem confronted by the CBI is that at present, it is
functioning under multiple bosses. Administrative control is exercised by the
government through the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), which
enjoys the administrative power of transfer, promotion, posting and discipli-
nary control. The Ministry of Law gives the final opinion regarding the ultimate
fate of cases and allegedly manipulates the opinion in respect of cases which
are of interest to the government. The closure of Bofors cases is an example.
Now the selection of the CBI chief is being done according to the procedure
prescribed by the Lok Pal Act, 2013. He is to be appointed by a committee com-
prising the Prime Minister, Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and the
Chief Justice of India or a judge of the Supreme Court nominated by the Chief
Justice. It is hoped that the present procedure of selection of the CBI chief will
result in transparent selection of officers with a spine. The chief has a two-year
tenure, as laid down by the apex court in Vineet Narain’s case. But now a
change in the tenure has been effected by amending the Delhi Police
Establishment Act, 1946. The CBI chief will have a fixed two-year tenure but
can be given three annual extensions. No further extension will be given on
completion of five years in total. The tenure of the chief, if he is capable and
upright, can be made five years instead of two. The FBI Director in the US has a
tenure of 10 years. The provision of annual extension of tenure has been insert-
ed now. The Act enables the government to exercise undue pulls and pressures
on the incumbent. There should also be clear stipulation that on retirement,
the CBI director should be debarred from holding any office under the govern-
ment. Appointment of a former director as Governor of a state or a member of
the NHRC is totally wrong and helps the government to dangle carrots before
the incumbents to secure their allegiance. Notwithstanding controversies and
criticism, the CBI remains a competent professional organisation. The convic-
tion rate of cases investigated by it is about 67 per cent, comparable to that of
other well-known investigative agencies of the world. In many sensitive and
sensational cases, there is a public clamour for investigation by the CBI. The
meticulousness of its painstaking investigation in cases like the Rajiv Gandhi
murder case has won appreciation from all. But in many cases where the gov-
ernment is an interested party, there are seen and unseen pressures on the CBI
to toe the line desired by the government. Most of the CBI directors, instead of
standing their ground, follow the path of least resistance. The autonomy of the
CBI, as one of its directors frankly conceded, has become a myth. In the coal
block allocation case, the Supreme Court had to rap the CBI for showing the
status report to the Law Minister and officials of the Coal Ministry and making
additions and deletions which virtually changed the core of the status report
and subverted the integrity of the investigation. It dubbed the CBI as a “caged
parrot” which has to be liberated. But liberation of the caged parrot is not
going to be an easy job. It will require a slew of well-conceived and well-
planned corrective measures. First, a powerful body like the CBI must have an
Act laying down comprehensively its duties and functions. At present, there is
no such Act. The Second Administrative Reforms Commission strongly recom-
mended such an Act to govern the working of the CBI. The law passed by
Parliament must insulate the CBI from pulls and pressures and make it truly in-
dependent and apolitical. For this, there are models in other countries which
with modifications can be suitably adopted. Also, there should be a compre-
hensive inquiry into the working of the CBI by an eminent professional of unim-
peachable integrity or by a parliamentary committee — and the recommenda-
tions of such a committee have to be implemented both in letter and spirit. At
present, the CBI has to take up investigations of various odd cases that have
nothing to do with corruption. This dents the core competence of the organisa-
tion. In many cases, the CBI refuses to take up the investigation but ultimately
has to do so because of the court’s orders or the pressure of public opinion. No
matter who is pulling the strings, misuse of the CBI is unacceptable as it weak-
ens the foundations of this national institution and, in turn, undermines the
country’s constitutional and democratic framework. The fact that several
Opposition leaders have switched over to the BJP in recent months, especially
in Punjab and Goa, is worrisome as it is attributed to the prospect of ‘immunity
from prosecution’ by the Opposition. The judiciary has an important role to
play here to rein in the Central agencies whenever they show overzealousness
or high-handedness. The nationwide crackdown on corruption is welcome, but
it should not be dictated by a politically-motivated pick-and-choose approach.
The Modi government has shown a disturbing propensity for diminishing the
integrity of its premier policing agencies to benefit its own. The NIA and the
CBI are institutions that have to be strengthened. Investigative agencies,
whose integrity is in doubt, will have no other effect but to undermine public
confidence and weaken the state.

CBI Under Cloud 

T hree decades after militancy closed cinemas in Kashmir, Srinagar has
got its first multiplex. Local shope not only for entertainment, but inspi-

ration for a  regional  film  industry  and  a  fall  in  the unemployment rate. With
the inauguration of Kashmir’s first ever multiplex by Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha in Srinagar, the experience of watching a film in a theatre returns
to the Valley after gap of 32 years after the separatist militants imposed 'ban'
on cinema and enforced it with repression and violence. It's heartening to note
that a prominent political and business family with stake in entertainment, edu-
cation and hospitality, completed construction of a multiplex of three auditori-
ums with 520 seats. The complex will screen popular Indian films. The purpose
behind opening theaters in Kashmir is two-fold -- to provide facilities for enter-
tainment to children and to strengthen the bond between Kashmir and the
Indian film industry. Kashmir’s relationship with Indian film industry was very
good in the past, so it will be a contribution towards reviving the previous ties.
Against this backdrop, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha's government intro-
duced Jammu and Kashmir's first film policy in early 2021 with the commitment
of security, financial and logistic support to the people who were interested in
shooting their films in the Union Territory or to revive and establish theatres in
the valley. A number of  the film producers have since submitted their proposals
to the government. Kashmir used to be the outdoor shooting hub for Bollywood
and other Indian films from 1940 to 1989. MG Ramachandran, J Jayalalitha, Dilip
Kumar, Nargis, Shammi Kapoor, Shashi Kapoor, Amitabh Bachchan, Rajesh
Khanna and Dimple Kapadia were among the top Indian film celebrities who
acted in a long list of  the Indian movies shot in Kashmir. Even after the closure
of cinema, more than 20 Indian films, including Vidhu Vinod Chopra's' Mission
Kashmir' and 'Shikara', Vishal Bhardwaj's' Haider' and Vivek Agnihotri's
'Kashmir Files', were shot in Kashmir. It was at the start of  a separatist-Islamist
movement in Kashmir, cinema, beauty parlours, video libraries, wine shops and
other entertainment outlets were 'banned' across the Valley by militants with
the ultimate deadline of December 31, 1989, after a six-month-long sustained
campaign. Dukhtaran-e-Millat of Asiya Andrabi and' Air Marshal Noor Khan',
with the guerrilla outfits' Allah Tigers' and 'Hizbullah' at their back, were at the
forefront of the campaign which received the first peoples support during a
flare up against Salman Rushdie's controversial novel 'SatanicVerses'.  After
Farooq  Abdullah's  National Conference (NC) returned to power in 1996, sever-
al attempts were made by the state government to revive cinema. Three the-
atres were reopened in Srinagar, but the militants unleashed a fresh wave of
fear. Consequently, all the three theatres were again closed. While every move
to normalise life in Kashmir is welcome, the biggest move, without which the
sum of others won’t get traction, is holding elections in J&K. Gains from the nul-
lification of Article 370 cannot fully materialise unless Kashmir’s people are
made  to  feel  like  stakeholders  in  their own development. And that can only
happen if J&K is ableto elect its own politicians to manage its affairs. Therefore,
the Election Commission must stick to its November 25 deadline for the final
publication of electoral rolls. There will be controversies, but that’s part and
parcel of politics everywhere in India. If polls can’t be held in deep winter, EC
must decide on an earliest possible date next year.

Kashmir multiplex, 
a new dawn of hope

T he Economist magazine
has termed the

Shanghai Corporation
Organization (SCO) a 'Talking
Shop' and perhaps rightly so.
Once again vital regional chal-
lenges such as cooperation, con-
nectivity and economy that the
region faces have been ignored
at the 22nd SCO Summit held in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan, be-
tween September 15 and 16. At
least four of the permanent
members of SCO are at logger-
heads with each other or with
their immediate neighbours.
The Russian war in Ukraine
has created uncertainty about
the global supply of gas and oil.
Pakistan is grappling with ter-
rorism in its northern region of
Khyber Pakhtunkhawa as well
as wrestling with armed sepa-
ratists in the southwestern
province of Balochistan.

Diplomatic tensions run high
with Afghanistan after Pakistan
accused the former of provid-
ing the UN-designated terrorist
Masood Azhar with sanctuary.
India is busy tackling terrorist
infiltration from Pakistan as
well as serious border tensions
with China. It was obvious from
the start that this summit will
not be a collective consultative
conference but will end up be-
coming an opportunity for SCO
member states to hold one-to-
one meetings on the sidelines.
On September 15, Chinese
President Xi Jinping held a
meeting with the president of
Uzbekistan signing a $16-billion

investment deal. Another deal
sealed at the SCO summit side-
line meetings was that between
Russia and Uzbekistan which
amounts to $4.6 billion.
According to the deal signed
with China, it will construct a
China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan
railway.

The deal signed with Russia
was in the machinery, chemi-
cals, petrochemicals and geolo-
gy sectors of Uzbekistan's econ-
omy. Russian President
Vladimir Putin met with his
Turkish counterpart Recep
Tayyip Erdogan in which
Russia promised to support
Turkey becoming a permanent

member of the SCO in return
for Turkey not to object the gas
pipeline of which 750 km has al-
ready been laid down via Iran
and needs to be built a further
250 km into Pakistani territory.
During a half-an-hour closed-
door meeting held at the
Summer Palace residence of
the President of Uzbekistan be-
tween Xi Jinping and Erdogan,
it is believed that a billion-dollar
grain deal was struck which
will enable China to earn bil-
lions of dollars from Turkey.

The Prime Minister of
Pakistan choked several times
during his speech at the summit
describing that his country had
turned into a sea of water, but
no collective relief package was
offered, leaving him high and
dry. Moreover, the SCO summit

failed to persuade Putin to end
the devastating war in Ukraine
or for that matter China's illegal
economic expansion into the
disputed territories of Gilgit-
Baltistan under the guise of the
so-called CPEC, which is part of
her larger Belt and Road
Initiative programme.

The Russian president and
Chinese head of state both
seemed to have come to a trade
fair. Both were cutting trade
deals left, right and centre.
Putin was negotiating the price
of gas and oil sales to pauper
Pakistan and Xi was expanding
Belt and Road Initiative into
central Asia via Uzbekistan.

The purpose of the summit
should have been to collectively
find solutions to the menace of
terrorism, slack connectivity
and solving the energy crisis.
Instead, it ludicrously became
an exercise of collective inac-
tion. Tensions among SCO
member states run so high that
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was unable to
hold a one-to-one meeting with
his Pakistan and Chinese coun-
terparts.

One of the main reasons for
the SCO summit to fail to come
up with a joint declaration
seems to be the lack of will of
both China and Russia to with-
draw from their desire to ex-
pand their hegemonic influence
in their economic and political
spheres. None of the above

countries initiated a debate in
their home countries for peace
and reconciliation. The war jin-
goism which has become the
benchmark of Xi's politics has
antagonized the wider Chinese
population to an extent that re-
versing that could become a
cause for Xi's downfall.
Therefore, there was no collec-
tively agreed agenda for the
summit to discuss. No pre-sum-
mit discussion was held among
the leaders of the member coun-
tries which would have been a
precursor for any product
roadmap. The only country that
stood its ground was India as
Modi moved among the world
leader like a sage advising Putin
to consider peaceful means to
forward his diplomatic ambi-
tions.

India has become the fifth
largest economy in the world
surpassing the UK. As India
moves forward to become the
new manufacturing hub of the
world, it is most unlikely that
SCO will be able to become a
forum for regional peace and
economic cooperation. China, it
seems, will use all means avail-
able to sabotage India. India's
economic growth is led by the de-
sire to meet the needs of both its
population and the wider world.
China's economic growth, on the
other hand, is driven by imperi-
alistic economic expansionism
driven by greed. Modi's advice to
Putin that this was the era of
peace is the key approach to
achieving regional peace which
in turn is vital for the region.
However, for this to happen the
member countries of the SCO
will have to strike a balance be-
tween need and greed. For now,
it seems it will take quite some
time before the current conflict
between need and greed will re-
solve itself.

(Dr Amjad Ayub Mirza is an
author and a human rights

activist from Mirpur in
PoJK. He currently lives in

exile in the UK.) 

SCO summit: Conflict between need and greed

Super-Earths are bigger, more common 
and more habitable than Earth itself

DR AMJAD AYUB MIRZA 
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GST rates

Bengaluru:
Following criticism
over GST council's de-
cision on taxing cer-
tain essential com-
modities, Karnataka
Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai
said the next council
meeting would dis-
cuss regarding cer-
tain matters on imple-
mentation of rates. He
was responding to re-
marks by Deputy
Leader of Congress in
the Legislative
Assembly U T Khader
and that party's senior
MLA R V Deshpande,
who expressed con-
cerns about bringing
certain essential com-
modities under GST.
"All aspects were dis-
cussed in the GST
Council and a deci-
sion was arrived at
unanimously, certain
things like curd it is
not taxing curd, but
on branded curd and
its packing; they were
unable to take credit
so 5 per cent tax, actu-
ally the rate has to
come down, but they
are not passing it on to
the consumers,"
Bommai said.

Sustainable hotels
New Delhi:
Hospitality and trav-
el-tech firm OYO is
currently working to-
wards bringing a
'green tag' for sus-
tainable hotels listed
on its platform, CEO
Ankit Gupta said on
Tuesday. The 'green
tag' will be assigned
to hotels that are eco-
friendly in terms of
features like using
solar power en-
hanced efficient
lighting and rainwa-
ter harvesting. "We
are working towards
a 'green tag' for all
sustainable hotels on
our platform," Gupta
said at a Ficci event
here. Sharing OYO's
future plans, he said,
"We are basically
thinking about
launching green
tagged hotels, hotels
that are eco-friendly
in terms of using
solar power en-
hanced efficient
lighting, rainwater
harvesting or the
likes of it and for the
more eco-friendly
customers".

Appointment

New Delhi: The
Reserve Bank has ap-
proved the appoint-
ment of its former
deputy governor R
Gandhi as non-execu-
tive part time chair-
man of Yes Bank for
three years, a regula-
tory filing said.
Gandhi's appoint-
ment comes into ef-
fect from September
20, 2022. Yes Bank, in
its regulatory filing
on Tuesday, said the
appointment follows
recommendation of
its board of directors
to the RBI. The
Reserve Bank vide its
letter dated
September 20, 2022
has approved the ap-
pointment of Rama
Subramaniam
Gandhi as non-execu-
tive (part time) chair-
man of the bank for a
period of three years
effective from
Tuesday, Yes Bank
said.

New Delhi, Sep 21: 

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) on
Wednesday slashed India's
GDP growth forecast for
FY23 to 7 per cent from the
earlier estimate of 7.2 per
cent mainly on account of
higher inflation and a
tight monetary policy.
India's economy grew 13.5
per cent year-on-year in
the first quarter of 2022-23,
reflecting strong growth in
services, ADB said in its
second supplement to
Asian Development
Outlook Report 2022 (ADO
2022). "However, GDP
growth is revised down
from ADO 2022's forecasts

to 7 per cent for FY2022
(ending March 2023) and
7.2 per cent for FY2023
(ending March 2024) as
price pressures are expect-
ed to adversely impact do-
mestic consumption, and
sluggish global demand
and elevated oil prices will
likely be a drag on net ex-
ports," ADB said. ADB re-
leases the flagship ADO re-
port in April every year. It
had then projected the
Indian economy to grow at
7.5 per cent in FY23 and 8
per cent in FY24. In the
first supplement to ADO
2022 in July, it however
trimmed the growth fore-
cast for FY23 to 7.2 per cent
and for FY24 to 7.8 per cent
citing higher-than antici-
pated inflation since April
and monetary tightening
by RBI due to fallout of the
economic impact of the

war in Ukraine, among
others.

Rising global oil and
commodity prices and
supply constraints follow-
ing the Russian invasion
of Ukraine have stoked
inflation, said the report,
adding that domestic fac-
tors, such as heatwaves
and heavy rainfall, are
having a major impact on
inflation. "Inflation has
turned out to be more per-
sistent than expected, and
led to a sharp tightening
in monetary policy," it
said. India's headline in-
flation averaged 7.3 per
cent in April-June, 2022-23
and continued to breach
RBI's monetary policy tar-
get of 2-6 per cent in July
and August. It was mainly
due to increases in food
prices, accounting for
nearly 45 per cent of the

consumption basket, the
report said. Rising prices
of domestically-grown
vegetables accounted for
35 per cent of food infla-
tion. However, India's de-
pendence on food imports
has come down over the
years to 4.3 per cent of
total merchandise im-
ports. RBI has increased
the policy rate by 140
basis points in this fiscal
year to contain inflation-
ary expectations. Last
week, Fitch Ratings
slashed India's growth
projection to 7 per cent for
current fiscal year citing
elevated inflationary lev-
els and higher interest
rates.

ADB in its latest report
has also cut China's GDP
forecast to 3.3 per cent in
2022 from 5 per cent pro-
jected earlier.

ADB cuts India’s GDP
forecast for FY23 to 7 pc
̈ On elevated 

inflation, monetary
tightening

New Delhi, Sep 21: 

Volkswagen Passenger
Cars India on Wednesday
said it will increase
prices of its entire prod-
uct range by up to 2 per
cent from October 1 in
order to offset the impact
of rising input costs. The
automaker sells models
like Virtus, Taigun and

Tiguan in the domestic
market. "Effective
October 1, 2022,
Volkswagen Passenger
Cars India will be in-
creasing prices by up to 2
per cent across its prod-
uct portfolio owing to ris-
ing input costs," a
Volkswagen Passenger
Cars India spokesperson
said in a statement.

Volkswagen to hike prices
by up to 2 pc from Oct 1

Rupee falls 26
paise to close at
80 against dollar

Mumbai, Sep 21:  

The rupee declined by 26 paise
to close at 80.00 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Wednesday, tracking the
strength of the American cur-
rency in the overseas market
and a muted trend in domestic
equities. Forex traders said
investors are awaiting the US
Fed's policy decision on interest
rates for further cues.
Moreover, risk-off mood and
firm crude oil prices weighed
on the local unit. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange market,
the domestic currency opened
at 79.81 per dollar. It hovered in
a range of 79.79 to 80.00 during
the session.
The rupee finally settled at
80.00, down 26 paise over its
previous close. On Tuesday, the
rupee had closed 7 paise higher
at 79.74. "The dollar appreciat-
ed against major currencies
ahead of an expected interest
rate hike by the Federal Reserve
and as Russia's escalation of
war enervated investors'
appetite for risk," said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities. 

Hyderabad, Sep 21: 

Country's largest iron
ore producer NMDC was
conferred with National
Awards for Excellence in
CSR and Sustainability be-
stowed by ET Ascent in
Bengaluru today.
Company's Director
(Production) Dilip Kumar
Mohanty received the ac-
colades presented to
NMDC for Sustainable
Income Generation and
Best Overall CSR
Excellence.

The mining major has
invested decades in en-
hancing the quality of life
of its host communities
while ensuring that the de-
velopment is socio-cultur-
ally sustainable. NMDC's

CSR Focus Areas -
Education, Health, Skill
D e v e l o p m e n t ,
Infrastructure, and Safe
Drinking Water are creat-
ing value and opportuni-
ties for people in the hin-
terlands of India. The
company has demonstrat-
ed consciousness and com-
mitment in its approach

towards the environment.
Known as the Eco-
Friendly Miners, NMDC's
responsible mine planning
has been lauded by the
Indian Bureau of Mines
with a 5 Star Rating to all
its complexes.

Dilip Kumar Mohanty
expressed his gratitude to
ET Ascent for honouring

NMDC's contribution to-
wards the social and sus-
tainable development of
our nation. He said,
"NMDC is working relent-
lessly to achieve our na-
tion building goals of min-
eral security, sustainabili-
ty and self-reliance."

Commending his team's
meticulous efforts towards
CSR and Sustainability,
Sumit Deb, CMD, NMDC
said, "As the country's min-
ing major, NMDC is com-
mitted to shape a sustain-
able and resilient future for
India. We are consulting
with our stakeholders on
every step and harnessing
the power of technology at
our mines to ensure
growth for our company
and the community."

NMDC wins National Awards for
Excellence in CSR and Sustainability

Mumbai, Sep 21:  

Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch on
Wednesday said any busi-
ness on the 'black box'
model that cannot be audit-
ed or validated will not be
permitted. She also said
since data is a public infra-
structure, any attempt by
any private party to own
them cannot be tolerated.
"We are not for or against
algo trading as long as
there is sufficient trans-
parency and disclosures.
Business models cannot
rely on a black box which is
not open to sunlight.. there-
fore any claim that cannot
be audited and validated
cannot be permitted," Buch
said addressing the Global
Fintech Fest here this

morning. The warnings
from the markets regulator
come amid reports that it
may clamp down on algo
trading, which in the past
has been misused by cer-
tain brokers with the con-
nivance of top NSE offi-
cials. Earlier this month,
Sebi had issued new guide-
lines for stock brokers pro-
viding algorithmic trading
services after it was found

that certain stock brokers
provide algorithmic trad-
ing facilities to investors
through unregulated plat-
forms. On September 2, it
said the new guidelines are
aimed at preventing in-
stances of mis-selling.
Unregulated platforms are
offering algorithmic trad-
ing services or strategies to
investors for automated ex-
ecution of trades. Such
services and strategies are
being marketed with
"claims" of high returns on
investment," Sebi said in a
circular. Further, "ratings"
have been assigned to the
strategies, which can lead
to investors being lured by
such claims. This may
amount to mis-selling of
such services and strate-
gies to investors, it added.

Businesses cannot be run on ‘black box’
model : Sebi chief on algo trading

Mumbai, Sep 21:  

Warning against mush-
rooming of lending apps
and their usurious recov-
ery prices, the Reserve
Bank said it is not interest-
ed in penalizing operators
or stifling innovation but
wants them to follow the
rules of the game, gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das said
on Tuesday. Addressing the
third edition of the global
fintech summit here this
evening, he said the inten-
tion of the central bank is
not to penalize or stifle any-
one but to ensure that
everyone follows traffic
rules. The statement as-
sumes importance in the
wake of the recent inci-
dences wherein a few peo-
ple who borrowed through
these apps have been
forced to commit suicide
and the last week's inci-
dence of a young pregnant
woman being mowed down

by the recovery agents of
Mahindra Finance which
financed her father's trac-
tor in Bihar. Since the past
two years, when the nega-
tive loan app incidents
began to surface the cen-
tral bank had made many
changes in the rule book,
including mandating the
loan apps to upfront dis-
close on whose NBFC's or
bank's behalf the money
was being disbursed.

Why the RBI has not in-
troduced the first loss de-
fault guarantee in the re-
cently introduced guide-

lines for the lending apps,
the governor said, our in-
tention is not to penalize
anybody or stifle anyone
else activity. All that we are
saying is that please follow
the traffic rules, Das said.

The Reserve Bank will
continue to be supportive
of it (digital lending) and
will welcome it. We will, in
fact, go two steps forward
to discuss with you if you
just take one step forward.
But having said that, these
innovations also must be
responsible and should en-
hance the efficiency and re-
siliency of the financial
system while benefiting
the consumer. Robust inter-
nal product and service as-
surance framework togeth-
er with fair and transpar-
ent governance will go a
long way to safeguard the
interest of customers and
ensure long-term sustain-
ability of fintech entities
themselves, Das said.

RBI wants fintech operators to follow
rules of game: Shaktikanta Das

New Delhi, Sep 21: 

The government is work-
ing to extend incentives
under the production linked
incentive (PLI) scheme to
more sectors, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said. The gov-
ernment has announced PLI
schemes for 14 sectors, in-
cluding white goods, textiles
and auto components. The
objective of the PLI scheme
is to make domestic manu-
facturing globally competi-
tive, create global champi-
ons in manufacturing, boost
exports and create jobs. "We
came up with PLI for 14 sec-
tors apart from semiconduc-
tor... We are willing to go the
extra mile in other sectors.
We are working on a few PLI
schemes already," Goyal said
at an event here. There are
demands for extending the
PLI scheme for sectors like
toys, certain electronic com-
ponents, furniture and bicy-

cles. Talking about his re-
cent visit to Saudi Arabia,
the minister said there is
huge potential to increase
cooperation in areas like fin-
tech, education, infrastruc-
ture, renewable energy, e-
commerce, e-gaming and
health. Saudi Arabia wants
Indian educational insti-
tutes to set up campuses
there, and expand dual de-
grees, he added. He also said
Indian infrastructure com-
panies should explore mar-
kets in other countries as
huge demand is there world-
wide for infrastructure in-
vestments.

Working on PLI schemes
for more sectors: Goyal

New Delhi, Sep 21: 

The government will "very
soon" announce the export
quota of sugar for the next
marketing year starting
October, Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey said on
Wednesday. He did not dis-
close the quantity of sugar
exports that will be allowed
for the 2022-23 marketing year
(October-September). "Very
soon," Pandey told reporters
here when asked about the
new export policy and quota
for the 2022-23 marketing
year. The secretary was
speaking on the sidelines of a
sugar and ethanol conference
organised by the Indian Sugar
Mills Association (ISMA) and
Datagro. In May, the govern-
ment imposed restrictions on
the export of sugar beyond 10
million tonnes, but later
allowed another 1.2 million
tonnes of shipments, taking

the total to 11.2 million tonnes
for the 2021-22 marketing
year. India's sugar exports
stood at 7 million tonnes in the
2020-21 marketing year, 5.9
million tonnes in 2019-20 and
3.8 million tonnes in 2018-19.
Industry body ISMA President
Aditya Jhunjhunwala said the
sugar production after the
diversion of sugar for 2022-23
is estimated at 35.5 million
tonnes while the domestic
demand is 27.5 million tonnes.
"We can export 8 million
tonnes of sugar in 2022-23
marketing year. 

Govt will very soon announce
sugar export quota for 2022-23

mkt year: Food Secy

Mumbai, Sep 21: 

Swedish luxury car maker,
Volvo Car India today launched
its latest range of Petrol mild-
hybrid cars in India. The new
2023 lineup includes the Petrol
mild-hybrid version of the com-
pany’s popular compact luxury
SUV, The XC40. The other 2023
models launched today include
- the luxury sedan S90, Volvo’s
best-selling mid-size luxury SUV
XC60 and the company’s flag-
ship luxury SUV, XC90. With
these introductions, the compa-
ny completes its transition to
complete Petrol mild-hybrids,
moving closer to Volvo Cars

sustainable mobility ambition
and in sync with company strat-
egy of becoming an all-electric
company by 2030. The new
Petrol mild-hybrid Volvo XC40 is
priced at Rs. 45,90,000 ex-show-
room. For the upcoming festive
season, the company is offering
a special Hassle-free price of Rs
43,20,000 for a limited period.
Powered by 1969-cc engine
paired with a 48-volt battery,
the XC40 has a touring chassis
that ensures a smoother ride on
bumpy roads. An additional
safety feature in the XC40 mild
hybrid is the Blind Spot
Information System (BLIS) with
Cross traffic alert. 

Volvo Car India launches new
Petrol Mild-Hybrid range

Ahmedabad, Sep 21:  

Adani Transmission
Ltd (ATL), India’s largest
private power distribu-
tion company and the
transmission arm of the
diversified Adani Group,
has submitted its Green
House Gases (GHG) emis-
sion reduction plans and
targets to Science Based
Targets initiative (SBTi),
an international initia-
tive for containing global
warming. ATL has sub-
mitted its detailed plan
and targets for GHG emis-
sion reduction to SBTi
within one year from its
commitment to con-
tribute to contain global
warming. As a part of its

continued focus on sus-
tainable growth and its
net zero journey, ATL
committed for the SBTi in
October 2021. ATL will act
in alignment with the
much-needed climate ac-
tion and devise a strategy
to restrict global warm-
ing to 1.5 °C. To meet
these targets associated
with the SBTi commit-
ment, ATL has rolled out
definite strategies. In a
first-of-its-kind initiative
in the country, ATL’s sub-
sidiary AEML (Adani
Electricity Mumbai Ltd)
has introduced green tar-
iffs, which enables AEML
consumers to opt for
green energy and receive
a Green Power Certificate
every month. This initia-
tive is popular with con-
sumers who wish to re-
duce their carbon foot-
print.

Adani Transmission to
become net-zero by 2050
̈ Commits to the 

target 1.5° C above
pre-industrial levels

Mumbai, Sep 21: 

National, Sep, 2022:
Amazon.in’s festive event,
‘The Amazon Great Indian
Festival’ (GIF) 2022 will
start from September 23,
2022, with Prime members
getting early access.
Customers can enjoy never-
seen-before deals on the
widest selection of prod-
ucts from lakhs of Small
Medium Business
(SMBs).GIF 2022 will also
showcase products from
Amazon sellers under vari-
ous other programs such as
Amazon Launchpad,
Amazon Saheli, Amazon
Karigar, as well as top
Indian and global brands
across categories.
Commenting on the an-
nouncement Manish
Tiwary, Country Manager,
India Consumer Business,
Amazon India said, “We
are excited to serve our cus-

tomers with millions of
sellers offering a wide se-
lection of domestic and in-
ternational brands, prod-
ucts from 2 lakh local
stores, traditional artisans
and weavers, and innova-
tive offerings from various
startups. Amazon Great
India Festival will offer cus-
tomers to shop from India’s
largest selection across
electronics, grocery, fash-
ion and beauty, everyday es-
sentials, and more. We are
delighted to partner with
leading brands to launch
more than 2,000 new prod-
ucts and delivery products
with speed and safety
across all serviceable pin
code of India. We will con-
tinue to maximise seller
and partner success and
provide the convenience of
shopping in 8 regional lan-
guages along with English,
while giving the option to
also shop using voice.

Axis Bank, Square
Yards launches

Open Doors
Mumbai, Sep 21: 

Axis Bank, India’s third largest
private sector bank and Square
Yards, India’s largest integrated
Real Estate platform, today
announced the launch of ‘Open
Doors’,a novel, co-branded Home
Buyer Ecosystem. This unique
platform will ensure that the
complete journey from searching
to buying one’s own dreamhome
becomes a hassle-free, efficient,
and delightful experience for
customers. Open Doors is a first-
of-its-kindunified platform,
designed to address the entire
gamut of customer queries relat-
ed to residential property.
Customers looking to purchase a
house can now avail end-to-end
home buying assistance, exclu-
sive builder inventory access,
seamless home loan processing
and other ecosystem services
including rental and property
management, home furnishing,
and legal and technical services-
everything under one roof in a
cost-effective manner. 

Amazon Great Indian
Festival 2022 to start Sep 23

Honoured to be helming a
remarkable character in

‘Captain Miller’:
Nivedhithaa Sathish

T
he unit of director Arun Matheswaran's
much-awaited Dhanush-starrer 'Captain
Miller' on Tuesday announced that ac-

tress Nivedhithaa Sathish would be joining
the cast of the film.

Only recently, the unit had announced
that actress Priyanka Mohan would be play-
ing the female lead of the film and that
Telugu star Sundeep Kishan would be es-
saying an important character.

Sathya Jyothi Films, which is producing
the film, tweeted, "We are happy to wel-
come the super talented and beautiful
Nivedhithaa Satish on board for 'Captain
Miller'." Nivedhitaa Sathish tweeted,
"Truly honoured to be helming a remark-
able character that is close to my heart.
Thank you for believing in me Captain

Arun Matheswaran and to be performing
alongside an actor who has been a solid in-

spiration, is surreal. Looking forward to this
Dhanush K Raja sir. 'Captain Miller'."
The film has music by G V Prakash Kumar

and dialogues by Madhan Karky.
Cinematography for the film is by Shreyaas
Krishna and editing is by Nagooran.

A
c t r e s s
R a d h i k a
Apte, who will

be seen sharing
screen space with Saif
Ali Khan for the third
time in the upcoming
film 'Vikram Vedha',
says she is very com-
fortable working with
the actor, with whom
she has previously
worked in 'Sacred
Games' and
'Baazaar'.

'Vikram Vedha',
which also stars
Hrithik Roshan, is di-
rected by Pushkar-
Gayatri. Speaking
about her collabora-

tion and
why she decided to do

this film, Radhika said:
"I chose 'Vikram Vedha'

because I really enjoyed
the subject, I saw the orig-

inal one, the south one. Also
of course the directors are so

wonderful, and the cast that I
wanted the opportunity to

work with them. Working with
Saif is great, it's my third proj-
ect with him."

"I feel very comfortable work-
ing with him, and I really like
him as a person, he's very funny
and whenever I've met him had
interesting conversations."

She then spoke about work-
ing with Hrithik Roshan. "And I

met Hrithik for the first time
and I had a scene with him and
it was really lovely so yeah. I do
like what the directors are try-
ing to say in the film, I like their
style, I like them as people, and
our collaboration was a really
really lovely experience."

'Vikram Vedha' is an action-
thriller written & directed by
Pushkar-Gayatri. The story of
'Vikram Vedha' is full of twists
and turns, as a tough cop
Vikram (Saif Ali Khan) sets out
to track and chase a dreaded
gangster Vedha (Hrithik
Roshan). What unfolds is a cat-
and-mouse chase, where Vedha -

a master storyteller helps
Vikram peel back layers
through a series of stories lead-
ing to thought-provoking moral
ambiguities.

'Vikram Vedha' is presented
by Gulshan Kumar, T-Series
and Reliance Entertainment in
association with Friday
Filmworks & Jio Studios and a
YNOT Studios Production.

The film is directed by
Pushkar & Gayatri and pro-
duced by Bhushan Kumar and
S. Sashikanth and Reliance
Entertainment. Vikram Vedha
will hit the big screens globally
on September 30.

B
ollywood
actor Arbaaz
Khan, who turned

producer with Salman Khan-
starrer 'Dabangg', has roped in

ace actress Raveena Tandon for
his next production 'Patna Shukla'

which is a social drama.
He reveals: "It's a social drama but

since we as a production house believe
in entertaining our audience, the film

was written like that. 'Patna Shukla'
has all the ingredients that an Indian

audience wants to watch."
Khan, who is known for his negative

roles in films like 'Daraar' and 'Qayamat:
City Under Threat' was also seen in
movies such as 'Shootout at

Lokhandwala', 'Pyaar Kiya To Darna Kya'
and many more.
While talking about the film he says that

audiences will see Raveena in a complete-
ly distinct look: "Wait to see Raveena in a
never seen before avatar. Even when
she was at the peak of her career
while doing hardcore masala
movies, Raveena never turned her
back on meaningful cinema.
'Patna Shukla' is the perfect ex-
ample of pure cinema meets en-
tertainment," he adds.

The film also stars Satish
Kaushik, Manav Vij,

Chandan Roy Sanyal, Jatin
Goswami and Anushka
Kaushik. 'Patna
Shukla' is all set to
release next
year.

Rachana Mistry 
shares her excitement

for Navratri

R
achana Mistry who is currently seen in
Star Bharat’s ‘Na Umra KI Seema Ho’ is
being praised for her character as Vidhi

in the show opposite Iqbal Khan. Rachana
Mistry is a total Gujju by heart and

as Navratri is around the corner
Rachana shares her excitement

on celebrating the festival and
what special preparations

she is planning to do for the
same. She says, “I person-
ally love the festival of
Navratri and know all
the dance steps. I really
love playing Garba and
I can do it anywhere
whether it be my soci-
ety or any public
ground. I’m much
excited for this year
since we couldn’t

enjoy the festival for
past few years due to the

pandemic. Although I’ll
be shooting this year but
I’ll take full advantage
of it and arrange

garba on sets since
we have Milapani

Devi’s mandir on
out sets so it’s an
opportunity I
wouldn’t want to

miss to celebrate
Navratri.

ACROSS

1. Office acronym

5. Lily species

9. Road bends

14. Richard ____ of "Pretty Woman"

15. Bawdy

16. Start of a Dickens title (2 wds.)

17. Send forth

18. Band

19. Brief

20. Motorcycle adjunct

22. Adversaries

24. Nevada city

26. Tax agency (abbr.)

27. Glue

31. Entreat

33. Major network

36. Germ-free

39. Ark patriarch

40. Frighten

41. Permit

43. Floor piece

44. Worsen

46. Expert

47. Not there

48. Hermit

49. Petrol

50. High

53. Arid wastelands

57. Like a bright night

62. Sports venue

63. Love deity

65. Not hard

66. Seat rows

67. On cloud ____

68. Fine fabric

69. Summits

70. Canines

71. Forest plant

DOWN

1. Epochs

2. Half (prefix)

3. Waterless

4. Singer ____ Seeger

5. Water plants

6. Acquire knowledge

7. Have title to

8. Brink

9. Restaurant

10. Pipe parts

11. Delhi dress

12. Different

13. Observes

21. Wave top

23. Certain vitamin

25. Select

27. Macaroni, e.g.

28. Caper
29. Not fresh
30. Fatigue
32. Stir up
33. TV Host ____ O'Brien
34. Sew temporarily
35. Transparent
37. Firstborn
38. Equal
39. Infamous fiddler
42. Viola's kin
45. Procure
47. Pester
49. Category
51. Amid
52. Misplaces
53. Computer input
54. Funnyman ____ Idle
55. Appear
56. Mail
58. Sparrow's abode
59. Animal's den
60. Man or Wight
61. Youngster
64. ____ Grande
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You're feeling your power and strength
today, Aquarius. You've worked hard to get
into good physical shape. Similarly, you've
exerted a great deal of energy in your work
life and it's paying off. With today's plane-
tary energy, you can also expect greater
intimacy in your personal life. Enjoy this
special time.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The time is right to pursue training for a par-
ticular skill or finish a degree in a field of
interest to you, Pisces. Presently, great suc-
cess and good fortune are indicated when
you assert your considerable energy and
focus on the subject matter. If you've been
considering honing your communication
skills, consider a writing course. Perhaps
you want to organize a long-desired trip.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Circumstances are favorable for you if
you're contemplating investment in real
estate. Any sort of investment looks good
for you right now, Aries. Be ready to have an
important conversation with a young person
today. You may benefit from a significant
piece of mail or phone call. Even if you had-
n't planned on it, you may want to visit an
older friend or relative tonight, if possible.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Did you forget to take two aspirin before you
fell into bed last night? This morning you
may feel in a fog, but it should lift around
midday. You could be surprised by some
heartening news from a friend or relative
regarding a difficult situation that is now
being resolved. Enjoy the boost of energy
that this good news gives you.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If it's true that you reap what you sow,
Gemini, you're in for a great harvest in the
coming months. Your hard work and focus
will start to pay off handsomely with pro-
motions and raises just when you may have
given up on being acknowledged for all you
do. Hang on to your great energy, passion,
and enthusiasm. Doors are about to open for
you. Get ready to walk through them.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're highly esteemed in your profession
because of your strong business acumen
and no-nonsense approach to problem
solving. Recent successes may be prepar-
ing you for the next leap in the progression.
Be open to opportunities involving the
Internet that present themselves.
Remember, there's no glass ceiling online. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Opportunity may knock for you today from
an unlikely source, perhaps total strangers!
Use your intuition to follow potential leads.
Real estate, particularly residential, looks
especially promising for realizing financial
gain for you right now. Follow your hunch-
es and see what develops. Don't let your
caution bog you down at the moment. It
could be surprisingly wonderful.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Expect to receive interesting communica-
tions today, Virgo. You might hear from a
long-lost friend and have a chance to
catch up on the news. Perhaps you'll hear
something about success in reaching a
goal you've been striving for these past
few months. Expect some interesting
conversations. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You're in a great position to reap the
rewards from all your past hard work,
Libra. In the coming weeks you'll be able
to realize important gains in your career
and personal projects. Not only should
you see significant advancements in
your work life, but you'll also achieve
greater personal happiness. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

With the current celestial energy, you
might be going on a trip, Scorpio. It may
be for business, pleasure, or both. It's
likely that this trip will achieve certain
goals. Perhaps you're aiming for a pro-
motion. Chances are you'll be successful
in your ambitions. Or you may be ready
to set out on your own and start a new
business. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Don't be surprised if money comes from
an unlikely source. It could be a surpris-
ingly good return on an investment or a
bequest from a relative. Pay attention to
any dreams that seem to repeat. They
may hold a lesson about understanding
your life path. You may receive an unex-
pected visit from a dear friend you
haven't heard from in years.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This is a good time to forge new relation-
ships, Capricorn. Be open-minded if
someone you know approaches with a
proposal. Do your homework and examine
the potential risks, but this is a fine peri-
od in which to pursue something new.
Success and good fortune are coming.
Keep your eyes and ears open for oppor-
tunities. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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O
n 22 September
1995, present FFoI
President Naveen

Jindal filed a writ petition
in Delhi HC to challenge
the then Flag code of
India Won the legal right
for all citizens to display
the National flag through-
out the year after a
decade-long legal battle
Flag foundation of India
has extended a call for
“Har Ghar Tiranga, Har
Din Tiranga” on the occa-
sion of the 75 years of
Indian Independence
21/09/2022: Flag
Foundation of India(FFoI)
is remembering the his-
toric day of 22nd
September 1995 as a mile-
stone day in the struggle
to democratize the Indian
Tricolour, our beloved
Tiranga. On this day in
1995, present FFoI
President, Naveen Jindal
filed a writ petition in
Delhi High Court seeking
to amend the Flag code of
India. At that time, com-
mon citizens were barred
from displaying the na-

tional flag as per the Flag
Code of India. Only gov-
ernment offices and vehi-
cles of the top government
officials and dignitaries
were allowed to display
the national flag. In 1993,
Naveen Jindal was
stopped by one of the offi-
cials in Chattisgarh from
displaying the national
flag inside the Jindal Steel
complex, in Raigarh.
Jindal then decided to file
a writ petition in 1995 to
amend the Flag Code of
India to make display of
the National Flag a funda-
mental right for every citi-
zen of the country. After
an almost decade-long
legal battle, on 23rd
January 2004, Naveen
Jindal finally won the
right to display the Indian
flag with respect and dig-
nity throughout the year
for every Indian citizen,
when the Honourable
Supreme Court of India
pronounced a historic ver-
dict and amended the Flag
Code of India. SC allowed
every Indian to display the

Indian National Flag, our
Tiranga, throughout the
year with respect and dig-
nity. “It was a historic mo-
ment for every Indian.
Jindal had shown extraor-
dinary determination, re-
spect and love to democra-

tize the Tiranga for every
Indian. We are remember-
ing this historic day to re-
inforce the values our
beloved Tiranga symbol-
izes. As FFoI, we keep or-
ganizing awareness cam-
paigns for popularizing
the use of Tiranga with re-
spect round the year” said
Maj. Gen. Ashim Kohli
(Retd.), CEO, Flag
Foundation of India in a
statement. “We are grate-
ful to our Honorable
Prime Minister for
launching the Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign earlier
this year. We have extend-
ed the slogan Har Ghar
Tiranga to Har Ghar
Tiranga, Har Din Tiranga.
Through this call of Har
Ghar Tiranga, Har Din
Tiranga we hope to re-
mind every citizen that
they should display the
National Flag every day at
their workplaces and
homes and also under-
stand their duties and re-
sponsibilities as en-
shrined in the constitu-
tion of our country while

taking inspiration from
the Tiranga”, Maj. Gen.
Ashim Kohli (Retd.), CEO,
Flag Foundation of India
further added. About Flag
Foundation of India
(FFOI)The Flag
Foundation of India was
set up as a registered soci-
ety under the Societies
Registration Act of 1980, a
non-profit body on 3rd
June 2003. Naveen Jindal
won a decade-long legal
battle when the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India
delivered the historic
judgement on 23rd
January 2004 enabling all
Indians to display the
National Flag with re-
spect, dignity and honour
thus becoming a funda-
mental right of every citi-
zen. Inspired by the judg-
ment, the ‘Flag
Foundation of India’ was
established by Naveen
Jindal and  Shallu Jindal
with a vision to popularize
the display of the Tiranga
by more and more
Indians, with a great sense
of pride.

Struggle to democratize the Indian
Tricolour started on 22nd September 1995

Raveena Tandon
to star in Arbaaz

Khan’s production
venture ‘Patna

Shukla’

O
n 21st September,
the hotseat on
S o n y

E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television's knowledge-
based gameshow, 'Kaun
Banega Crorepati- Season
14' will was graced by 20-
year-old, Vaishnavi
Kumari, one of the
youngest contestants to
appear this season so far.
The contestant is a
Content Writer working
at an online based news
site, from the hilly and
beautiful region of
Dehradun, Uttarakhand.
The peppy young un'
would be playing a game
with much precision, in-
voking applause from
host Mr Amitabh
Bachchan. Amidst the
gameplay, there would be
pleasant interventions in
the form of some great
conversations that would
be had between the host
and the contestant, engag-
ing the audience as well.
Vaishnavi would be chan-

nelling her journalistic
side and getting inquisi-
tive on the game show.
Prepared with a set of
questions for the host, the
contestant would ask Mr
Bachchan a series of
questions and get re-
sponses in kind. On asked
how he spends time with
his darling granddaugh-
ter Aaradhya Bachchan
amid his busy schedule, a
source close to the set
quoted the host as saying,
"he said he cannot spend
much time with his
granddaughter. He goes to
work at 7-7:30 am and she
goes to school at 8-8:30 am.
She comes back home at 3
or 4 pm and then she has
homework among other
things to do as told to her
by her mother. He returns
home at around 10-11 pm
and she is off to sleep. So,
He does not really have
time to meet her. Yet,
thank god for today's in-
ventions he facetime her
sometimes.

Vaishnavi gets curious how
Amitabh  manages to spend
time with his granddaughter  

Radhika Apte is ‘very comfortable’
working with Saif Ali Khan
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London, Sep 21:

Roger Federer brings
down the curtain on his il-
lustrious career later this
week but the Swiss maes-
tro has assured his mil-
lions of fans that he will
not become a tennis ghost.

Back in London, down
river from where he won a
record eight Wimbledon
titles, the 41-year-old said
he has no intention of
walking away from a
sport he has graced for so
long.

Speaking to reporters at
London's O2 Arena, where
Federer twice won the
ATP Finals title, the Swiss
was emotional at times as
he explained the decision
to hang up his rackets.

Asked what his plans
were for the future,
Federer said he would not
disappear like Swedish
great Bjorn Borg, who is
captaining Europe

against the Rest of the
World this week.

"I just wanted to let the
fans know I won't be a
ghost. It's funny, I spoke
about Bjorn Borg, he did-

n't return to Wimbledon
for 25 years and that hurts
every fan," Federer said of
the 11-time major winner
who quit tennis aged 26.

"But I don't think I'll be

that guy. I feel tennis has
given me too much. I have
been around the game for
too long. Have fallen in
love with too many
things.

"You'll see me again. In
what capacity, I don't
know. Still have to think
about it a little bit, give
myself some time."

Federer had still held
out hope of making a
comeback but said his
knee issues had finally
forced him to retire.

"My knee just doesn't
allow me to play at this
level anymore," he said.

"I came to realise that
throughout the summer
and then I was just look-
ing for a place in time
where I could call it.

"It felt very fitting for
me to end my career here.
Having Bjorn Borg on the
bench with me when I
walk out is going to be
something that is beyond
cool and I felt that was
something really nice.
Having a team behind me
as well would not feel so
lonely when I'm calling it
a day."

‘I won’t become a tennis ghost’

Roger Federer gestures during a media conference ahead of the Laver Cup tennis
tournament at the O2 in London, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

In a significant boost for
the stagnant Indian moto-
sport scene, the country
will be hosting a maiden
MotoGP World
Championships race, la-
belled as 'Grand Prix of
Bharat', at the Buddh
International Circuit in
Greater Noida next year.

MotoGP commercial
rights owner Dorna and
Noida-based race promot-
ers Fairstreet Sports on
Wednesday signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
host the premier two-
wheel racing event in
India for the next seven
years.

Riders from as many as
19 countries will partici-
pate in the event, which
will give a major push to
trade and tourism in the

country, besides generat-
ing employment.

"MotoGP also has plans
to also introduce MotoE
into the Indian racing sce-
nario which will not only
be a first in Asia but a sig-
nificant green initiative
with net zero carbon emis-
son," the promoters of the
event said in a release.

The Buddh
International Circuit,
which will be hosting the
MotoGP race, was once
home to the Formula 1
Indian Grand Prix, held
for three consecutive years
from 2011 till 2013, before it
was discontinued due to fi-
nancial, tax and bureau-
cratic hurdles.

India to host maiden
MotoGP race in 2023

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Senior sports adminis-
trator Anil Khanna on
Wednesday quit as acting
president of the Indian
Olympic Association
(IOA), almost two weeks
after IOC refused to recog-
nise any "acting/interim
president".

The International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
had, on September 8, is-
sued a suspension threat,
saying the IOA must hold
elections by December
this year.

Khanna took charge of
IOA after a court ruling
ended Narinder Batra's
reign as chief of the apex
sports body in the coun-
try.

Khanna, who is senior
IOA vice president, said
he "respects" the view of
the IOC but at the same

time asked the world's
umbrella sports body as to
who will have the final au-
thority to "decide and in-
terpret the 'Law of the
Land' and the
Constitution of an NOC
(National Olympic
Committee).

"Based on the
Constitution of IOA, as
unanimously approved by
the General House and
backed by a similar past
precedent in the vacancy
of the post of President in
2011, I took over the re-
sponsibility of the duties
and functions of the
President for a brief peri-
od," Khanna said in a
statement.

He was referring to
then senior vice president
V K Malhotra taking
charge as acting IOA pres-
ident after the incumbent
head Suresh Kalmadi was

arrested on corruption
charges relating to the
2010 Commonwealth
Games. "This was con-
firmed by the Hon'ble
High Court of Delhi on
24th June 2022," Khanna
said in the letter ad-
dressed to IOA Secretary
General and the mem-
bers. "I am honored to
have been part of the IOA
sports fraternity for the
last many years having
served in different capaci-
ties. It was a privilege for
me to be part of the
Commonwealth Games as
Acting President where
India did remarkably
well." In a September 8 let-
ter, the IOC said it will not
recognise any "acting/in-
terim president" after
Batra's ouster as IOA
chief and said it will deal
with secretary general
Rajeev Mehta as the main

point of contact. "While I
respect the views of the
IOC, at some stage, when
the dust has settled, I
would like to ask the IOC
as to who will decide and
interpret the 'Law of the
Land' and the
Constitution of the NOCs
in a Nation.

"Will this interpretation
be done by the IOC or will
the same be done by the
Hon'ble Courts of a
Nation? Once the Hon'ble
Courts of a Nation have
decided after due consid-
eration, will it be appro-
priate for the IOC to have
a different interpretation
than the findings of the
Hon'ble Courts!!"

Khanna, former boss of
the All India Tennis
Association (AITA), ad-
mitted that the IOA is
going through a tough
phase.

New York, Sep 21 (PTI): 

India's teenaged Grandmasters
Arjun Erigaisi and R
Praggnanandhaa are placed sec-
ond and joint fourth respectively
after 12 rounds in the prelimi-
nary phase of Julius Baer
Generation Cup online rapid
chess tournament here. World
champion Magnus Carlsen is on
top of the standings with 25
points, one ahead of Erigiasi,
while Quang Liem Le (China) is
third on 20 points. The 19-year-

old Erigaisi started day three
with a win over veteran
Ukrainian Vasyl Ivanchuk.
However, he suffered a reversal
against Poland's Jan-Krzystof
Duda in round 10. After a draw
against Boris Gelfand (Israel) in
the 11th round, he ended the day
with a victory over teenager
Christopher Yoo (USA).
The 17-year-old
Praggnanandhaa, who started
very well on day one with three
wins, could only manage four
draws on the third day.
Beginning with a draw against
compatriot B Adhiban, he had to
share points with Quang Liem Li,
David Navara (Czech Republic)
and Hans Niemann (USA) in
rounds 10, 11 and 12 respective-
ly. Carlsen won three of his four
matches on the day to move one
point clear of the field. He beat
Ivan Saric, Duda and Gelfand to
underline his supremacy.

Dubai, Sep 21 (PTI): 

India's Suryakumar
Yadav has replaced
Pakistan captain Babar
Azam to occupy the third
spot in the T20I batter's list
in the latest ICC Men's
Player Rankings issued on
Wednesday.

Yadav impressed with a

classy 46 during India's
four-wicket loss to
Australia in the opening
match of their three-game
series at Mohali on
Tuesday. The knock helped
him to close in on Pakistan
opener Mohammad
Rizwan at the top of the
T20I batter's chart.

The right-hander de-
throned Babar from the
third spot, with Rizwan
now just 45 rating points
ahead of of him. Rizwan
hit a half-century in
Pakistan's loss to England
in Karachi on Tuesday and
maintains a narrow advan-
tage at the top of the rank-
ings with a career-high
total of 825 rating points.
South Africa's Aiden
Markram (792 rating
points) is in the second po-
sition ahead of Yadav (780).

Dubai, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Oval and the iconic
Lord's will host the World
Test Championship
(WTC) Final in 2023 and
2025 respectively, the
game's governing body
ICC said on Wednesday.

England were identified
as the hosts for the next
two WTC Finals during
the ICC Annual General
Meeting in Birmingham
in July.

"We are delighted to be
hosting next year's ICC
World Test Championship
Final at The Oval which
has such a rich legacy and
an amazing atmosphere,
which is ideal for such an
important fixture on the
calendar," ICC chief exec-
utive Geoff Allardice said

in a statement. "Following
that we will then take the
2025 Final to Lord's which
will provide a fitting back-
drop to the ultimate Test.

"Last year's final be-
tween New Zealand and
India in Southampton

was an engrossing en-
counter and I am sure
fans the world over would
be looking forward to the
next WTC final at The
Oval."

While the venues have
been announced, the

dates for both the 2023 and
2025 ICC World Test
Championship Finals has
not been confirmed yet.

Steve Elworthy, CEO of
Surrey County Cricket
Club, the custodians of
The Oval,

Surat, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Favourites Gujarat regis-
tered an easy 3-0 victory
over West Bengal, while
Delhi upset second-seeded
Maharashtra 3-2 in the semi-
finals of the men's table ten-
nis team competition at the
36th National Games here
on Wednesday.

While Gujarat will play
Delhi for the men's team
gold, defending champions
Maharashtra will take on
West Bengal in the women's
final.

Maharashtra defeated
Tamil Nadu 3-1, while
Bengal beat Telangana 3-0 in
the semifinals of the
women's competition.

In the first men's semifi-
nal, Gujarat captain
Harmeet Desai was under
pressure when Anirban

Ghosh found the range of
strokes to take a 2-1 lead. But
the experienced Harmeet
slowed down the pace to win
the last two games 11-4 11-3.
Manav Thakkar and
Manush Shah then regis-
tered comfortable wins over
Ronit Bhanja and Jeet
Chandra to put Gujarat in
the gold medal match.

The other men's semifinal
between Maharashtra and
Delhi went to the wire with
Payas Jain stepping up to
take his team to victory. Jain
first defeated former nation-
al champion Sanil Shetty in
the second match to give
Delhi a 2-0 lead. However,
Siddesh Pande got the better
of Yashansh Malik and then
Shetty defeated Sudhanshu
Grover to restore parity.

But if the second seeds
were hoping to improve on

their bronze medal-winning
performance in the last edi-
tion of the Games, Jain had
different ideas. His attack-
ing play was too much for
Maharashtra's Deepak Patil
to handle and the Delhi boy
clinched the match 11-9 11-6
12-10 to take his team to the
final.

In the women's semifinal,
S Yashini of Tamil Nadu
fought back from the brink
to spring a surprise on Diya
Chitale in the first match of
the tie against Maharashtra.

Chitale, who represented
India at the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games,
opened up a 5-0 lead in the
fourth game having won two
of the first three. But
Yashini kept her head down
and piled up pressure on her
opponent with quality back-
hand winners to take the

match into the decider. The
two players fought hard till 5-
5 before Yashini forced a baf-
fled Chitale to make errors.
But Swastika Ghosh re-
stored parity by thrashing V
Kouwshika and Reethrishya
Tennison put all her experi-
ence to use to get the better
of C R Harshvardhini and
put her team ahead. Chitale
was then under pressure to
deliver the goods in the re-
verse fixture and close out
the match. Though she was-
n't at her best on the day, the
youngster kept her nerves
under pressure to beat
Kowshika in five sets.

In the other semifinal, the
result was a foregone conclu-
sion after Ayhika
Mukherjee got the better of
Akula Sreeja in the second
match which went to the
wire.

Guwahati, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Indian long-distance
swimmers Elvis Ali
Hazarika of Assam and
West Bengal's Rimo Saha
have made history by be-
coming the first relay
team from the country as
well as Asia to cross the
North Channel in Europe.

The ace swimmers also
became the first from their
respective states to suc-
cessfully cross the North
Channel, a strait between
north-eastern Northern
Ireland and south-western
Scotland, in relay swim-
ming.

The duo is the first
Asian relay team to cross
the North Channel and
Hazarika is the oldest
swimmer from India to
achieve the feat in 14

hours and 38 minutes.
"I have been waiting for

this day since a long time.
After a lot of efforts and
hours of pushing myself
to work harder every day, I
successfully became the
first Assamese (North
East) to cross the North
Channel by swimming it
in Relay Northern Ireland
to Scotland," Hazarika
said on his Facebook pro-
file.

The team had to go
through a lot of chal-
lenges, especially the huge
Jelly fish that were accom-
panying them all the way,
to complete the swim, he
added.

"A dream come true,
and proud moment for all
Indians and Assamese
people. Thank you to all
my friends, family, special-

ly Pranami and Presley,
for all your love and sup-
port," Hazarika said.

The Assamese swimmer
dedicated the rare feat to
his wife Pranami as a gift
on her birthday.

"Thank you everyone for
your love and prayers be-
cause of which I've suc-
cessfully completed this,"
he added.

Saha also said that after
two years of hard train-
ing, he achieved one of his
most ambitious and dream
goals on Tuesday.

"I was the First Person
from West Bengal ever to
swim from Northern
Ireland to Scotland, cross-
ing the
#North_Channel_Swim_2
022 with Relay Swim," he
wrote in his Facebook pro-
file.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

No major change was
made as BCCI on
Wednesday announced a
15-member Indian
women's team for the ACC
T20 Championship, sched-
uled to be held in
Bangladesh from October
1 to 15.

India retained the same
squad that played against
England in the three-T20
series with Taniyaa
Bhatia and Simran
Bahadur being put in
standby.

Six-time champions
India, who will be led by
Harmanpreet Kaur, will
launch their campaign
with a clash against Sri
Lanka on the opening day,
while they will square off
against arch-rivals
Pakistan on October 7.

The duo was part of the
17-member squad which
competed in England but

didn't get any game time.
"The All-India Women's

Selection Committee has
picked India's squad for the
upcoming ACC Women's
T20 Championship 2022 to
be played at Sylhet,
Bangladesh from 1st to 15th
October," BCCI secretary
Jay Shah said in a release.
A total of seven teams, in-

cluding hosts Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Thailand are Malaysia and
UAE, will compete in a
round robin format with
the top-four making it to
the semifinal stage. The
semifinals will be played
on October 13 with the
summit clash scheduled on
October 15.

Mohali, Sep 21 (PTI) 

Star all-rounder Hardik
Pandya said the team will
not put too much
pressure on
Jasprit Bumrah
and give him ample time to
make his comeback from an
injury after the pacer was
not included in India's play-
ing XI for the first T20I
against Australia here.

Bumrah was missed
badly in the series opener
against Australia on
Tuesday as the visitors
chased down 209 rather
comfortably to register a
four-wicket win and take
the lead in the three-match
series. Barring Axar Patel,
all Indian bowlers leaked
more than 11 runs per over.
Bumrah, who did not play
the Asia Cup due to a back
injury, has been named in
the T20 World Cup squad

and the preceding series
against Australia and
South Africa. "We all know
what he brings to the table
and how important he is for
us. There will be concerns
here and there (about bowl-
ing) which is fine. We got to
trust our boys. These are
the best 15 in the country
and that is why they are
there in the squad," Hardik
said.

Elvis Hazarika, Rimo Saha
first relay team from India

to cross North Channel

Important to give Bumrah
enough time after comeback
from injury: Hardik Pandya

BCCI announces 15-member side for ACC T20 Ch’ship

No change in Indian Women T20 squad

The Oval, Lord’s to host WTC
Final in 2023, 2025: ICC

Gujarat men to play Delhi, Maharashtra
women face WB for TT team gold

Suryakumar  leapfrogs Babar
to 3rd spot in T20 rankings

Khanna quits as IOA acting president, takes dig at IOCJulius Baer Cup:
Erigaisi in 2nd spot

Thrissur (Ker), Sep 21 (PTI): 

An ayurvedic doctor,
who is also a Youtuber,
vlogger and singer is going
to be the next head priest
or 'melshanti' of Kerala's
famous Guruvayur temple
here. Thirty four-year-old
Dr Kiran Anand Kakkad,
hailing from a long line of
priests and who was prac-
ticing ayurvedic medicine
in a Russian ayurveda
clinic in Moscow for six
years, was selected as the
next melshanti of
Guruvayur temple last

week by a draw of lots. He
will assume charge from
next month onwards for a
period of six months after
which a new melshanti
would replace him.

"It is by God's grace, His
blessings, that I have had
this fortune," he told PTI.
However, before he could
even apply for the position
he had to first undergo sev-
eral 'pariharas' and pujas
"to nullify the bad or evil ef-
fects on our body while we
are abroad", he said.

According to customs,
those going to foreign lands
are not permitted to be part
of the temple rituals or ac-
tivities in the belief that
their bodies would have
suffered some evil effects

since it would be difficult to
perform 'nityakarmas'
while abroad, he said.

'Nityakarmas' are rituals
that Hindus have to per-

form everyday. "The solu-
tion to that is to perform
some rituals or 'pariharas'
to nullify the evil effects on
your return. "I was per-

forming pujas even while
in Russia, but I underwent
the 'parihara' pujas on my
return to India," he said.

On being asked why he
left a successful six-year long
career in Russia, Anand said
that it was as per his father's
wishes."I am a hereditary
priest. My father is a priest
too. We are one of the four
othikkan families in
Guruvayur temple.

"So as my father was get-
ting old, he asked me to re-
turn, to take over the
othikkan duties. So I came
back," he said. Othikkans
are a category of priests
who perform daily rituals,
like 'abhisheka' or pan-
theeradi puja, in the tem-
ple, he said.

BJP on Congress President Poll

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The BJP on Monday
said whosoever becomes
Congress president,
whether Ashok Gehlot or
Shashi Tharoor, will only
be a "puppet" in the hands
of Rahul Gandhi who will
be the "main driver".

BJP national
spokesperson Tom
Vadakkan also dubbed
the Congress 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra' as "Corruption
Jodo Yatra", saying it
started with "2G part-
ners" of DMK.

"This Bharat Jodo
Yatra should be called as
Corruption Jodo Yatra...It
started with blessings of
2G partners of DMK in
Kanyakumari. Now it en-
tered Kerala, and Rahul
Gandhi maintains deafen-
ing silence on corrupt ex-

cise policy of AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi as it
was copied from the ex-
cise policy of Congress-
led UDF government in
Kerala," he told reporters
here.

Alleging that Gandhi
scion is "institutionalis-
ing" corruption,
Vadakkan said he should
come clean and speak up
on AAP government's ex-
cise policy (now-with-
drawn).

Referring to presiden-
tial election in Congress,
his erstwhile party,
Vadakkan said, "Any sys-
tem Congress party
adopts, whether Gehlot or
Tharoor becomes presi-
dent...They would only be
puppets. The main driver
would be Rahul Gandhi,
who would be driving
from the back."

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot met
Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi here on Wednesday,
hours after he indicated
that he may enter the AICC
presidential poll fray.
Sources said the Congress
presidential poll was on the
agenda during the discus-
sions between Gehlot and
Sonia Gandhi.

The Rajasthan chief
minister met Sonia Gandhi
at her 10, Janpath resi-
dence and is expected to fly
to Mumbai later in the day.
He is expected to reach
Kochi on Thursday and
make a last-ditch effort to
convince Rahul Gandhi to
take over the reins of the
party.

Talking to reporters
after landing here from

Jaipur, Gehlot, in a clear
indication that he could
throw his hat in the ring
for the Congress presiden-
tial poll, said he will file
his nomination if the
party people wish so and

fulfil any responsibility
given to him.

However, he also said he
will make a last-ditch effort
to convince Rahul Gandhi
to take up the party presi-
dent's post. Gehlot said he

will take decisions with
which the Congress is
strengthened.

"The party and the high-
command have given me
everything. I have been on
posts for 40-50 years. For
me, no post is important, I
will fulfil any responsibili-
ty given to me," he said.

On Tuesday, Gehlot had
told the Congress MLAs in
Rajasthan that they will be
asked to come to New Delhi
if he decides to file his
nomination for the party's
presidential election.

The meeting between
Gehlot and Sonia Gandhi
comes just a day before the
Congress's central election
authority would issue a no-
tification for the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) presidential poll.

After more than two
decades, the Congress is

likely to see a contest for
the post of its chief, with
Shashi Tharoor looking set
to enter the fray after his
meeting with Sonia
Gandhi and Gehlot indicat-
ing that he will throw his
hat in the ring if Rahul
Gandhi does not agree to
take on the party's reins.

The process of filing
nominations for the elec-
tion will be held from
September 24 to September
30. The date for a scrutiny
of the nomination papers
would be October 1, while
the last date for withdrawal
of nominations would be
October 8. The election, if
there is more than one can-
didate, will be held on
October 17, while the
counting of votes, if neces-
sary, and the declaration of
results would be on
October 19.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

It has been almost a
month since women bus
drivers are driving on
Delhi's roads and they say
that from being treated as
celebrities to being ob-
served with a hint of
doubt, they have seen it
all. Komal (23), one of the
11 women bus drivers who
were handed appointment
letters last month, said she
is treated like a celebrity.

"When people board the
bus, they do not realise
that a woman is behind
the wheels. But when they
are about to get off, they
see me, come up to me and
say, 'Oh, we did not realise
that a woman was driving
such a huge bus!' They
also take selfies and videos
with me. I feel like a

celebrity," she said.
Komal said the on-road

experience of driving a
bus is entirely different
from what they had expe-
rienced during the train-
ing period. "While we were
being trained, we did not
have to stop at the bus
stops or navigate through
difficult roads carrying
passengers. It is a different
experience altogether," she
told PTI. Santosh Kumari,
a 40-year-old mother of a
Class-12 student, said
apart from riding a bicycle
as a child, she had never
driven a vehicle.

"Now, I am riding a bus.
From people viewing us
with suspicion to some ap-
preciating my driving
skills, I have seen it all
from the day I started driv-
ing on Delhi roads. I have

been driving on the
Karnal Bypass bus route.

"It has happened that if
the bus shook while navi-

gating a difficult turn, peo-
ple said, 'This is happen-
ing because a woman is
driving!' while there have

also been some who said
they had an extremely
smooth ride," she said.

Santosh Kumari said
during the training peri-
od, they were not required
to drive for long durations
but now that they are on
the road for long hours,
finding public facilities be-
comes difficult on certain
routes.

"There are some routes
where it is difficult to find
washrooms and we some-
times use the washrooms
at petrol pumps. There is
also a problem of cleanli-
ness at such facilities so
we often wait till we reach
the bus depots," she added.

The Twitter handle of
the Delhi transport depart-
ment had recently shared
the story of Sharmila, an-
other bus driver.

EC team to visit poll-bound
Himachal, Gujarat

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Stepping up the prepa-
rations for upcoming as-
sembly polls, the full
Election Commission will
be visiting Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat be-
ginning Thursday to as-
sess the readiness of the
poll machinery in the two
states.

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar and Election
Commissioner Anup
Chandra Pandey will be
on a three-day visit to
Himachal Pradesh begin-
ning Thursday.

They will meet top state
government officials to re-
view preparations and en-
sure that measures are in
place for smooth conduct

of elections.
On Monday, Kumar and

Pandey are likely to visit
Gujarat to take stock of
the preparedness.

The tenures of the
Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat assemblies will
end on January 8, 2023 and
February 23, 2023 respec-
tively and the poll authori-
ty can hold elections any-
time within six months of
the expiry of the five-year
term of any House.

It is usual for the
Election Commission to
visit poll-bound states be-
fore the announcement of
polls.

In 2017, Himachal
Pradesh went to polls on
November 9, while
Gujarat exercised its fran-
chise in two phases --

December 9 and 14.
BJP has been in power

in Gujarat since 1998 and
the main opposition
Congress came close to de-
feating it in the previous
assembly elections in 2017.

However, over the past
five years, several
Congress leaders have quit
the party to join the BJP
and AAP appears to have
stolen the march in cam-
paigning for the upcoming
elections, seeking to ex-
pand its presence in the
country.

In Himachal Pradesh,
BJP had defeated the
Congress in 2017 to come
to power. Congress is gear-
ing up to challenge the
BJP in the largely bi-polar
hill state, where AAP is
trying to get a foothold.

AIIMS doctor shunted out for
taking money for surgery

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

A doctor from the obstet-
rics and gynaecology de-
partment of AIIMS here
allegedly took money from
a patient's father for per-
forming surgery, prompt-
ing the Union health min-
istry to seek a report from
the hospital.

A preliminary enquiry
by a fact-finding commit-
tee found merit in the com-
plaint against the doctor,
following which the hospi-
tal administration shifted
him out of his department
and directed him to report
to the National Cancer

Institute in Jhajjar. The
complaint was filed in
June this year.

According to the com-
mittee's report, a security
guard of the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Lal
Singh Choubey, lodged a
complaint alleging that
he had approached the
concerned doctor for the
treatment of his daughter
in October 2021, and was
subsequently told that
she required surgical in-
tervention. Her surgery
was done on October 30
last year.

Choubey alleged that
prior to the surgery, the
doctor told him that it
would incur an expendi-
ture of around Rs 40,000 as
it involved procurement of
supplies from a vendor. On
the morning of his daugh-

ter's admission for sur-
gery, the complainant was
introduced to a "supplier".

Choubey alleged that
he paid Rs 36,000 in cash
to the "supplier" but was
denied a receipt when he
asked for it. He was told
that he would have to pay
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) if he wanted a re-
ceipt, so he did not pur-
sue the matter, the report
stated.

The complainant said
he used the money he had
saved for the wedding of
his elder daughter to pay
the "supplier". Asked by
the committee why he
filed the complaint after a
long time, Choubey said
he was totally focused on
the treatment of his
daughter. During one of
her follow-up visits to the
outpatient department

(OPD), the complainant
said his daughter was
telling a friend who had
accompanied her that her
family spent Rs 36,000 for
the surgery. The conversa-
tion was overheard by one
of the OPD employees who
advised her to file a com-
plaint.

Thereafter, Choubey
filed a complaint in June.
He also said that he had no
complaint with regard to
the treatment of his
daughter and that he was
grateful to the doctor for
treating her.

"Having conducted a
preliminary enquiry into
the matter, the committee
is of the opinion that the
complaint made by Mr. Lal
Singh Choubey has merit
and the allegations of hav-
ing paid money for sur-
gery... cannot be denied.
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Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari with young cancer patients observes National Cancer Rose Day,
at Raj Bhavan in Mumbai, Wednesday.

NAT'L CANCER ROSE DAY

̈ Of Guruvayur
temple 

̈ Centre seeks
report from
hospital

Treated as celebrities, viewed with suspicion,
DTC’s women drivers have seen it all

Komal Choudhary flashes victory sign after joining Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC) as a bus driver, inside a DTC
bus in New Delhi. Komal is one of the 11 women bus driv-
ers who were handed appointment letters last month. 

Gehlot meets Sonia hinting he could 
enter Cong presidential poll fray

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot arrives for a meeting with
Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi at 10, Janpath in
New Delhi, Wednesday.

Crocodile spotted
inside govt school 
Aligarh (UP), Sep 21 (PTI):
Panic struck the students
of a government school
here when a crocodile
was spotted on the prem-
ises, school authorities
said on Wednesday.

Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) Diwakar
Vashisht told reporters
that the reptile was cap-
tured from the school in
Qasimpur village on
Tuesday has been re-
leased in River Ganga.

As the children and
staff raised an alarm
after they spotted the rep-
tile, villagers armed with
sticks rushed to their res-
cue and managed to cor-
ner the reptile, they said.

They locked the croco-
dile inside a classroom
till district officials and
State Forest department
staff arrived and cap-
tured it, they said.

There are a number of
rivulets in this area and
river Ganga also flows
nearby.

‘Gehlot or Tharoor will be
‘puppet’ in hands of Rahul’

An ayurvedic doctor, YouTuber, 
vlogger, singer to be next head priest

Dr Kiran Anand Kakkad

Woman Maoist leader 
surrenders before police

Hyderabad, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Senior Maoist leader
Madavi Hademe alias
Savitri, who is currently
the Divisional Committee
Member of South Bastar
Division, on Wednesday
surrendered before the
Telangana police.

Savitri is the wife of
Ravula Srinivas alias
Ramanna, who was a
Central Committee (CC)
member and secretary of
Dandakarnya Special
Zonal Committee of the
banned CPI (Maoist). He
died due to cardiac arrest
in December 2019, an offi-
cial release said.

Savitri participated in
five brutal attacks on secu-

rity forces and four am-
bushes in addition to sev-
eral other incidents dur-
ing her underground life,
it said. During her party
life, she recruited about
300 to 350 members in CPI
(Maoist) by propagating
revolutionary ideology
through her speeches in
tribal areas. Many of them
are now continuing in the
party at various levels, ac-
cording to the release.

She was frustrated with
the "mindless violence and
aimless protracted armed
struggle of CPI(Maoist)",
the release said. After the
death of her husband and
surrender of her son, she
went into depression and
realised the futility of con-

tinuing in the outlawed
Maoist outfit, police said.

She was attracted by the
provisions of comprehen-
sive surrender and reha-
bilitation policies of the
Telangana government,
decided to leave the party
to join the mainstream
and lead a normal life, it
added.

Telangana DGP M
Mahendar Reddy appealed
to the Maoist cadres to shed
violent struggle and join
the mainstream and take
part in the advancement of
the nation through con-
structive participation and
benefit from the compre-
hensive rehabilitation
process of the Telangana
government.



Suspended 
GGaannddhhiinnaaggaarr::
Independent MLA Jignesh
Mevani and 14 legislators
of the opposition
Congress were suspended
for a day from the
Gujarat Assembly for
unruly behaviour and
evicted by marshals. As
soon as the proceedings
of the Legislative
Assembly began, Leader
of Opposition Sukhram
Rathva demanded a spe-
cial half-hour discussion
on the issues concerning
agitating government
employees, farmers,
Anganwadi workers and
ex-servicemen.

Derail 
PPaattnnaa:: At least 20 wagons
of a goods train derailed in
Bihar on Wednesday, a
statement issued by the
East Central Railway (ECR)
said. However, no injuries
were reported in the inci-
dent that took place near
Kumhau Railway Station
located close to Sasaram, it
said. "The incident took
place around 6.30 AM.
Work is underway to
restore connectivity," it
said. Following the inci-
dent, six trains were divert-
ed and five cancelled.

Withdraw
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Punjab
Governor Banwarilal
Purohit on Wednesday
withdrew his order sum-
moning a special
Assembly session on
September 22 for the
AAP govt to move a confi-
dence motion. The Raj
Bhavan cited absence of
specific rules on sum-
moning the Assembly for
considering only a confi-
dence motion.

Refuses 
MMuummbbaaii:: A special court
here on Wednesday
rejected the pleas for
relief of former Managing
Director of Tops Group M
Sasidharan and its pro-
moter Amit Chandole,
arrested in an alleged
money laundering case.
Chandole, who had pro-
moted the private securi-
ty firm, is an alleged
associate of Shiv Sena
MLA Pratap Sarnaik.

Mishap
TThhaannee:: Two labourers
were killed and four oth-
ers injured on Wednesday
evening after the protec-
tion wall of railway col-
lapsed on them while
they were working near
Dombivli station in Thane
district of Maharashtra,
police said. The incident
occurred when a new
protection wall was being
built at the site, a police
officer said, adding that
the old protection wall
collapsed on workers.
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Women walk down the
Kartavya Path amid rains, in

New Delhi, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the
national logistics policy,
which aims at reducing
transportation cost and im-
prove global performance
of the sector.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last week
unveiled the policy which
seeks to cut transportation
costs by promoting seam-
less movement of goods
across the country.

While launching the poli-
cy, the prime minister had
said that "from 13-14 per
cent (of the GDP), we
should all aim to bring the
logistics cost to single-digit
as soon as possible".

An official statement said
that the policy is targeted to

reduce cost of logistics in
India to be comparable to
global benchmarks by 2030;
improve India's ranking in
the Logistics Performance
Index from 44th in 2018; and
create data-driven decision
support mechanism for an
efficient logistics ecosys-

tem. The target is to place
India among the top 25
countries by 2030,
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur told re-
porters while briefing
media about the policy.

It added that to monitor
its implementation, the pol-
icy will utilise the existing
institutional framework -
Empowered Group of
Secretaries (EGoS) created
under the PM Gati Shakti
national master plan.

The EGoS will also set
up a Services Improvement
Group on the pattern of
network planning group
for monitoring of parame-
ters pertaining to process-
es, regulatory and digital
improvements in logistics
sector.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Popular comedian Raju
Srivastava, who dabbled in
movies, made a mark as a
stand-up comic and later en-
tered politics, died on
Wednesday after more than
40 days in hospital. He was
58.

Srivastava, who joined
the BJP in 2014 after a stint
with the Samajwadi Party,
had a heart attack on
August 10 while working
out at a Delhi hotel. He was
rushed to the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) where he
underwent an angioplasty
procedure. He was on the
ventilator since and never
regained consciousness.

"I got a call in the morn-
ing saying he is no more. It
is really unfortunate news.
He had been waging a strug-
gle for life in hospital for
over 40 days," his brother
Dipoo Srivastava told PTI
from Mumbai. Paying trib-

ute, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said he
"brightened our lives with
laughter, humour and posi-
tivity".

"He leaves us too soon but
he will continue to live in
the hearts of countless peo-
ple thanks to his rich work
over the years. His demise is
saddening. Condolences to

his family and admirers.
Om Shanti," the prime min-
ister tweeted. The artiste,
who featured in Hindi films
such as "Maine Pyar Kiya"
and "Baazigar", was de-
clared dead at 10.20 am, ac-
cording to hospital sources.

Srivastava, who is sur-
vived by his wife and two
children, was chairperson
of the Film Development
Council Uttar Pradesh.

The last rites will take
place on Thursday morning
here, his brother said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh was among the first
to pay his condolences.

"I am deeply saddened by
the passing away of
renowned comedian, Raju
Srivastava ji. Apart from
being an accomplished
artist, he was also a very
lively person. He was also
very active in the social
field. I extend my condo-
lences to his bereaved fami-
ly and fans. Shanti!," Singh
tweeted.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Union environment
ministry's Expert Appraisal
Committee has given its nod
for the development of a
strategically-crucial, multi-
component mega project in
the Great Nicobar Island
which will involve felling of
around 8.5 lakh trees in
pristine rainforests, loss of
12 to 20 hectares of man-
grove cover and consider-
able coral translocation.

The project involves de-
velopment of a military-
civil, dual-use airport; inter-
national container trans-
shipment terminal; a gas,
diesel, and solar-based
power plant, and a town-

ship. The Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC) recom-
mend granting environ-
mental and coastal regulato-
ry zone clearance to the
project in a meeting on
August 22-23.

According to a Union
home ministry letter dated
March 30 to the environ-
ment ministry, the airport
proposed at Gandhi Nagar-
Shastri Nagar area would
be a joint military-civil,
dual-use airport, under the
operational control of the
Indian Navy.

"This project is for de-
fence, strategic, national se-
curity, and public purposes.
In view of this, the portion
of deliberation made for the
airport component may not
be made public," it said. The
Great Nicobar Island (GNI),
which is the southernmost

part of the Indian territory,
is one of the most strategi-
cally important areas. The

Andaman and Nicobar
Islands provide India a com-
manding geostrategic pres-
ence in the Bay of Bengal
and access to South and
Southeast Asia.

The project is likely to af-
fect 1,761 people, including
the indigenous Shompen
and Nicobarese communi-
ties. The island is home to
rare flora and fauna includ-
ing the leatherback sea tur-
tles, Nicobar megapode -- a
flightless bird endemic to
the Nicobar islands;
Nicobar Macaque and salt-
water crocodiles.

The project site is within
a 10 km radius of the
Galathea Bay National Park
and the Campbell Bay
National Park but is outside
the ecologically-sensitive
zone notified around the
two national parks.

Bengaluru, Sept 21 (PTI):

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has suc-
cessfully tested a hybrid
motor, potentially paving the
way for a new propulsion sys-
tem for the forthcoming
launch vehicles.
The 30 kN hybrid motor test-
ed at ISRO Propulsion
Complex (IPRC) at
Mahendragiri in Tamil Nadu
on Tuesday is scalable and
stackable, the Bengaluru-
headquartered space agency
said.
The test was supported by
ISRO's Liquid Propulsion
Systems Centre (LPSC).
The motor used Hydroxyl-ter-
minated polybutadiene
(HTPB) as fuel and liquid oxy-
gen (LOX) as the oxidiser.
Unlike solid-solid or liquid-liq-
uid combinations, a hybrid
motor uses solid fuel and liq-
uid oxidiser, it was noted.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
has seized gold worth more
than Rs 33 crore from
Mumbai, Patna and Delhi,
which was smuggled from
neighbouring countries, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment issued on Wednesday.

Specific intelligence indi-
cated that a syndicate is ac-
tively planning to smuggle
foreign-origin gold from
Mizoram and using domes-
tic courier consignment of
supply chain and logistic
company, it said.

Continuing the streak of
significant seizures, the DRI

seized 394 pieces of foreign-
origin gold bars weighing
approximately 65.46 kg and
valued at Rs 33.40 crore,
which were being smuggled
from neighbouring north-
eastern countries, the state-
ment said. In order to inter-
dict the contraband, "Op
Gold Rush" was launched
by the DRI and a particular
consignment declared to
contain "personal goods"
destined to Mumbai was in-
tercepted. Examination of
the consignment at
Bhiwandi (Maharashtra) on
September 19, 2022 led to re-
covery and seizure of 120
pieces of foreign-origin gold
biscuits weighing approxi-
mately 19.93 kg and valued
at about Rs 10.18 crore, said
the statement issued by the
Finance Ministry.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Congress' central
election authority will
issue a notification for
the AICC president polls
on Thursday, setting the
ball rolling for electing
the successor to the
longest-serving party
chief Sonia Gandhi.

After over two
decades, the Congress is
likely to see a contest
for the post of party
chief with Shashi
Tharoor looking set to
enter the fray after his
meeting with Sonia
Gandhi and Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok

Gehlot indicating that
he will throw his hat in
the ring if Rahul
Gandhi does not agree
to take on the party's
reins.

The process for filing
nominations for the elec-

tion will be held from
September 24 to 30. The
date of scrutiny of the
nomination papers
would be October 1,
while the last date of
withdrawal of nomina-
tions would be October 8.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has lauded
the people for contributing
wholeheartedly to the PM
CARES Fund as he chaired
a meeting where it was dis-
cussed that the initiative
has a larger vision on effec-
tively responding to emer-
gency and distress situa-
tions, his office said on
Wednesday.

Modi chaired a meeting
of the Board of Trustees of
the PM CARES Fund on
Tuesday during which a
presentation was made on
the various initiatives un-
dertaken with the help of
PM CARES Fund, includ-

ing the PM CARES for
Children scheme which is
supporting 4,345 children, a
statement issued by the
Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) said.

The trustees appreciated
the role played by the fund
at a crucial time for the
country. Prime Minister
Modi appreciated the peo-
ple of the country for con-
tributing wholeheartedly to
the PM CARES Fund, the
statement said.

It was discussed that PM
CARES has a larger vision
on effectively responding to
emergency and distress sit-
uations, not only through
relief assistance, but also
taking mitigation measures
and capacity building, it
said. The prime minister
welcomed the trustees for
becoming an integral part
of the PM CARES Fund.

Agra, Sep 21 (PTI): 

A BJP MLA has been
booked for harassment
and and his son for alleged
rape after a 36-year-old
woman lodged a complaint
against them, police said
on Wednesday.

According to the FIR
registered at Tajganj
Police Station, the woman
was allegedly raped by
Laxmi Kant Verma, son of
BJP MLA from the
Fatehabad constituency
Chhotey Lal Verma, back
in 2003 when she was 17-
years-old.

The woman was a friend
of the MLA's daughter and
would visit their house fre-
quently, she said in her
complaint.

On November 16, 2003,
Laxmi Kant Verma gave
her a drink allegedly laced
with sedatives and after

she fainted, he raped her,
the woman said.

She claimed that the ac-
cused recorded a video of
the act and threatened her
with dire consequences if
she told anyone about it, ac-
cording to the complaint.
The woman said sometime
later, Laxmi Kant Verma
married her at a temple
and got her a job as a recep-
tionist at a cyber cafe in
Agra that was owned by
him and his friend. The
couple's firstborn was a
girl and as the accused
wanted the second child to
be male, he forced her to
get an abortion. She later
gave birth to a son, the
woman said.

In 2006, Laxmi Kant
Verma married another
woman from Rajasthan
after forcing the com-
plainant to sign divorce pa-
pers, according to the FIR.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The CBI on Wednesday
arrested Rishi Kamlesh
Agarwal, the founder of
ABG Shipyard Limited, in
connection with an al-
leged bank fraud of more
than Rs 22,842 crore, offi-
cials said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had
booked Agarwal, a former
chairman of the company,
the then executive direc-
tor Santhanam
Muthaswamy, and direc-
tors Ashwini Kumar,
Sushil Kumar Agarwal
and Ravi Vimal Nevetia
on February 7.

Agarwal was called for
questioning on
Wednesday at the CBI
headquarters during

which the investigating of-
ficer suspected that he
was not co-operating in
the probe and was evasive
in responses following
which he was arrested,
the officials said.

The CBI had registered
the case on a complaint
from the State Bank of
India for the alleged of-
fences of criminal con-
spiracy, cheating, criminal
breach of trust and abuse
of official position under
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and the Prevention
of Corruption Act, they
said.

The SBI with an expo-
sure of Rs 2,468.51 crore
was part of a consortium
of 28 banks and financial
institutions led by ICICI
Bank, the officials said.

Union Cabinet approves
national logistics policy

Union Minister for Information &
Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and

Sports Anurag Singh Thakur
addresses a press conference 

on Cabinet Decisions, in 
New Delhi, Wednesday.

An official statement said

that the policy is targeted

to reduce cost of logistics

in India to be comparable

to global benchmarks by

2030; improve India's rank-

ing in the Logistics

Performance Index from

44th in 2018; and create

data-driven decision sup-

port mechanism for an effi-

cient logistics ecosystem.

The target is to place India

among the top 25 countries

by 2030, Information and

Broadcasting Minister

Anurag Thakur told

reporters while briefing

media about the policy.

Why policy is 
important....

Comic-actor Raju Srivastava dies at 58

Paying tribute, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi said he "bright-
ened our lives with
laughter, humour and
positivity". "He leaves us
too soon but he will con-
tinue to live in the
hearts of countless peo-
ple thanks to his rich
work over the years. His
demise is saddening.
Condolences to his fami-
ly and admirers. Om
Shanti," the prime min-
ister tweeted.

PM pays tribute

ISRO successfully
tests hybrid

motor
Green nod for strategically-crucial
Great Nicobar Island mega project
̈ Around 8.5 lakh

trees to be felled The project involves devel-
opment of a military-civil,
dual-use airport; interna-
tional container trans-ship-
ment terminal; a gas, diesel,
and solar-based power
plant, and a township. The
project is likely to affect
1,761 people, including the
indigenous Shompen and
Nicobarese communities.
The island is home to rare
flora and fauna including
the leatherback sea turtles,
Nicobar megapode -- a
flightless bird endemic to
the Nicobar islands; Nicobar
Macaque and saltwater
crocodiles.

Importance of project

BIG CATCH

DRI seizes foreign-origin
gold worth over Rs 33 cr
̈ From Mumbai,

Patna and Delhi

TRIBUTE WITH A DIFFERENCE

Sand artist Sudarshan Pattanaik makes a sculpture to pay tribute to comedian Raju
Srivastava, in Puri, Wednesday. 

Notification for Cong party prez polls today
̈ Contest likely 

after 2 decades

Congress leader and MP Shashi Tharoor interacts with Congress
Central Election Authority Chairman Madhusudan Mistry during a
meeting, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor, who is preparing to
contest the AICC president
polls, met the party's central
election authority chairman
Madhusudan Mistry on
Wednesday and enquired
about nomination formalities.
Tharoor reached the AICC
headquarters here and spoke
to Mistry at his office, a day
before the Congress' central
election authority is to issue
the notification for the polls
to elect the next Congress
president.
Asked about his meeting with
Tharoor, Mistry told PTI that
he cleared his enquiry on the
voters' list, election agent and
the filing of nomination.

Tharoor enquires
about nomination 

formalities

Rs 22,842 CR BANK FRAUD CASE

CBI arrests ABG Shipyard
founder Rishi Agarwal

PM chairs meeting of board
of trustees of PM CARES Fund
̈ Lauds people for

contributing
wholeheartedly Prime Minister Narendra Modi

has lauded the people for
contributing wholeheartedly
to the PM CARES Fund as he
chaired its meeting which
was also attended by newly-
nominated trustees Justice K
T Thomas, former deputy Lok
Sabha speaker Kariya Munda
and Ratan Tata, the PMO said
on Wednesday. The meeting
was attended by PM CARES
Fund trustees Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. Newly nominated
trustees of the PM CARES
Fund -- Justice Thomas, for-
mer Supreme Court judge;
former deputy Lok Sabha
speaker Munda and Tata,
Chairman Emeritus, Tata Sons
-- also attended the meeting.

Ratan Tata joins 
as trustee

BJP MLA, son booked after woman
alleges rape, harassment Collector shares mid-day meal with children

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2211:: On Wednesday,
District Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena shared the mid-day
meal with the students at a school
in Risama. He said having lunch
with children has made it more de-
licious. He asked questions from
the children from their textbooks
and expressed satisfaction with the
studies.

He also visited the rural areas
of the district and inspected
Chandkhuri Gauthan. During the
inspection, he instructed to con-
struct a shed for cattle. During in-
teraction with the SHG women,
he came to know that a cow gives
10 to 14 liters of milk. Milk is sold
in milk parlours. Regarding ani-
mal feed, the Collector said that
good fodder is very necessary. A
shed should be constructed for
the cattle. 

He added that sprinklers should
be installed on the top of the shed
so that the cattle can feel comfort-
able. In Gauthan, the women of the
group informed that they have sold
earthworm worth Rs 3 lakh 80 thou-
sand and manure worth Rs 5 lakh

42 thousand. Apart from this, a sep-
arate place has been made for
keeping the unclaimed animal.
When the Collector asked the
woman what she did with the profit
made by selling vermicompost, she
replied that she got her son mar-
ried.

The Collector expressed happi-
ness after visiting the bari during
Girdawari. He inquired about the
bari from the self help group.
Sunita informed that 25 to 30 quin-
tals of ladyfinger are produced and
they earned Rs 6300 per month.
The group has so far made sales of
Rs 15,000 in this month. While
praising Sunita, the Collector said

that a very good work has been
done.

Apart from this, the Collector
gave instructions to start a dairy
business in Gauthan of Risama so
that the women of the group could
earn profit from the production of
milk. He oversaw the poultry farm-
ing in Gauthan and sought informa-
tion about the sale of poultry from
the woman of the group. Sonali in-
formed that the chicken is sold at
the rate of Rs 300-350. 

Collector directed for construc-
tion of a shed having capacity of
1000 to 2000 chickens so that more
quantity of poultry can be reared.
During the inspection of Gauthan in

Machandur, he got information
about quail rearing. The Sarpanch
informed that so far they have sold
750 eggs of quail. Apart from this, a
bari has been developed in 8 acres.
The gauthan purchased cow dung
worth Rs 5.57 lakh and sold manure
worth Rs 7 lakh. 

In this manner, each woman of
the group got a profit of Rs 20000.
In Gauthan itself, two elderly peo-
ple complained about non-receipt
of pension, on which the Collector
directed the officials for prompt ac-
tion. Collector inspected the
Primary Health Center in
Machandur. He instructed to pay
more attention towards cleanli-

ness. He added that the vacancy of
lab technician will be fulfilled soon.

The Collector directed to devel-
op the Government Middle School
as a model school. Praising the
school, he interacted with the chil-
dren. After inspecting the house-
keeping, he praised the school and
instructed to develop it as a model
school. All types of facilities will be
provided to the children in the
Model School. He sat with the chil-
dren and shared the mid-day meal.
He praised the quality of food and
had rice, pulses, pickles, papad
with the children.

Later he inspected Swami
Atmanand School of Risali. He visit-
ed all the classes and interacted
with the children. Children in-
formed him that practicals are con-
ducted two days a week and stated
that there is no problem. During the
inspection of Nagar Panchayat
Utai, the Collector visited the office
of Nagar Panchayat and asked to
pay attention towards cleanliness.
He instructed to auction the junk.
CEO District Panchayat Ashwani
Devangan, officers and employees
were present during the inspection.

Vineet Pandey inaugurates painting
exhibition at Nehru Art Gallery

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 21: Public
Relations Department of
Bhilai Steel Plant organ-
ized a group exhibition of
paintings of 18 students of
Master of Fine Arts (MFA)
of Indira Kala & Sangeet
University, Khairagarh at
Nehru Art Gallery, Civic
Center, from 21 to 23
September, 2022. This exhi-
bition was inaugurated by
Vineet Pandey, Chief
Vigilance Officer, Steel
Authority of India Limited,
SAIL on September 21. The
chief guest Vineet Pandey
observed the paintings in
the exhibition with great
interest and praised the art
of the painters. On this oc-
casion, Chief General
Manager (Vigilance) of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant and
ACVO AC Rathi, General
Manager (Vigilance)
Satyabrata Kar and
Sandeep Gupta along with
other officers of Vigilance
Department were present.

Some Heads of Vigilance
Department of various
units of SAIL were also
present on the occasion.
This exhibition will be
open for public viewing
from 5.30 pm to 8.30 pm
every day from 21st to 23rd
September, 2022.

In this exhibition, art-
works made in different
styles of painting have
been displayed by the stu-
dents of Master of Fine

Arts (MFA) of Indira Kala
& Sangeet University,
Khairagarh. A wonderful
combination of colors and
themes was seen in these
works.

Paintings displayed in
this exhibition are made by
final year students of
Master of Fine Arts (MFA)
of Indira Kala & Sangeet
University, Khairagarh. It
includes Rupeshwari
Chandel, Shivanand
Gandharva, Dipti Thakur,
Lokesh Kumar Sahu, Shiva
Sahu, Khushbu Gupta,
Itisha Jain, Nikita
Hanumante, Nehal
Vaishnav, Shrachi Jain
Chitra Kumari Netam,
Pooja Das, Yogesh Singh
Rajput, Nikita Sahu,
Radhika Chauhan, Jeevesh
Kumar Sahu, Nikita
Namdev, Kajal Verma. A
total of 36 artworks created
by artists are being dis-
played in this exhibition.

Chief Vigilance Officer
of SAIL, Vineet Pandey, the
chief guest of this exhibi-
tion, praised him immense-
ly and wished the artists a
bright future. On this occa-
sion, along with the art
lovers of the city, the Head
of the Department and
General Manager (LA&PR)
Jacob Kurian, General
Manager (Public Relations)
Prashant Tiwari, Senior
Manager (Public Relations)
Jawahar Bajpai and other
officers of BSP were 
present.

Seminar on Career Advancement
organised at St Thomas College 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 21: The PG
Department of Commerce
under the aegis of
Commzenith and the
Management Department
of St Thomas College in
collaboration with IBS
(ICFAI) Business School
organised a seminar in ca-
reer advancement.

The Seminar covered
student's transition from
college to corporate and
changes in the expecta-
tions of recruiters in in-
dustry 4.0. Prof Dr Swetha
Puneet a senior faculty of
IBS Bangalore was the re-
source person on the occa-
sion. Madam focused on
the importance of digital
skills in the present sce-
nario. Sanjay Ashatkar
Senior Manager-IBS-
ICFAI Business School
said that students pursu-

ing MBA from good insti-
tutes are definitely placed
well. Good communica-
tion is the need of the
hour. Principal of the col-
lege Dr MG Roymon was
also present on the occa-
sion, he congratulated the
department for the con-
duct of the program.

Head department of
Commerce Dr Sapna
Sharma gave the welcome
speech and the vote of
thanks was proposed by
Pallavi Nishad student of
M Com 3rd Semester. Dr

Susan R Abraham head
department of
Management was present
on the occasion. The pro-
gramme was conducted by
S Nisdhi Assistant Prof of
commerce department.
Students have an interac-
tive session with the
speaker. They opined that
it was a useful session for
them. Teaching faculties
of the department and the
students were present on
the occasion and coordi-
nated in making the pro-
gram a success.

MP Baghel condemns govt over 
suicide of retrenched daily wager

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2211::  Member of
Parliament Vijay Baghel has
condemned the state govern-
ment as well as the Chief
Minister over the suicide of a
retrenched daily wager at
Mantralaya complex in Raipur.
45-year-old Ukhand Rao alias
Yogesh Wankhede, a resident
of Hari Nagar, Katulbod,
worked daily wage worker in
the Ministry of Food Supplies
for the last several years. 

He was fired due to some
petty mistake. He ran pillar to
post to get his job resumed but
failed in his efforts. After get-
ting no response from the CM,
Food Minister, Chief Secretary
and other authorities, he ap-
proached the Labour Court
and got a ruling in his favour. 

Yogesh Wankhede kept on
pleading before the responsi-
ble officers of his department

for the last four months to re-
sume his services but the offi-
cials did not comply with the
court orders. Due to unemploy-
ment, he was facing financial
problems and was even unable
to pay the school fees of his
children. 

His children had stopped
going to school and he was
very worried for the family.
Baghel alleged that due to irre-
sponsible and insensitive be-
haviour of the Chief Minister,
Minister and officers of the
state, a hardworking and hon-

est man was compelled to em-
brace death. 

On Wednesday, MP Vijay
Baghel paid floral tributes to
Late Wankhede before the last
rites of the mortal remains. He
met the bereaved family and
expressed condolences. Taking
a dig at the state government,
he said that the feelings of the
Chief Minister are dead. 

Big hoardings are put up
and advertisements are pub-
lished to assert that the unem-
ployment rate in Chhattisgarh
is only 0.4%. In its election

manifesto, Congress had
promised to regularise the
daily wage workers after form-
ing the government. But today,
the daily wagers are illegally
retrenched and forced to com-
mit suicide. 

Even after the occurrence of
such a shocking incident, CM
has not uttered even a single
word of condolences. When
the CM can provide huge com-
pensation to the farmers of
other states, he must provide a
minimum compensation of Rs
50 lakh and the government to
the widow of the deceased
worker. BJP District President
Jitendra Verma, District
General Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, Ward Councillor
Shivendra Parihar, Former
Councillor Alka Baghmar,
Kanti Lal Bothra, Manmohan
Sharma, BJYM President
Nitesh Sahu, Akash Thakur and
others were present. 

Police checks all railway
stations of district

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 21: SP con-
ducted a surprise check-
ing of Durg Railway
Station on Tuesday. Joint
checking campaign was
conducted at Durg, Power
House, Bhilai 3, Kumhari
and Maroda Railway
Stations. The suspects
were questioned and their
belongings were checked.
Police also examined the
security equipment in-
stalled at Railway
Stations.

Under the leadership of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Gurjit
Singh and City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Abhishek Jha, the
railway stations were
checked by the cops.

The people present in the
station were questioned;
their luggage was
searched, as well as the
CCTV installed at all the

foot over bridges was ex-
amined. Luggage X-ray ma-
chine was also checked to
see whether it is working
properly or not. SP inter-
acted with the RPF jawans
and instructed them to stay
alert. Some suspicious per-
sons were also interrogat-
ed and were brought to the
GRP police station.

Routine checking was
done in the crowded areas
of the city in view of secu-

rity. City Kotwali Police
Station, Mohan Nagar
Police Station,
Padmanabhpur Chowki,
GRP and RPF teams and
jawans conducted the
checking campaign. Live
broadcast of the checking
campaign was conducted
for bringing awareness
among the general public
through the official
Facebook page of Durg
Police.

Six arrested for youth's murder 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 21: With the
arrest of six ruffians, po-
lice claimed to have solved
a sensational murder case
within a few hours. The in-
cident occurred in Vaishali
Nagar police station area
on the intervening night of
Wednesday. Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Vaishali
Nagar Police Station joint-
ly carried out the investiga-
tion and arrested the ac-
cused.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on
Wednesday, ASP (city)
Sanjay Dhruv informed
that they received informa-
tion from one Ajju Raza
Qureshi regarding the
death of his brother Abdul
Gayasu alias Baba Qureshi.

He informed that around
23:00 hrs on Tuesday, Abdul
Gyasu along with his
friend Aman Khan had
gone to Pranay Bhavan to
have dinner. They had gone
there in a Maruti Van
(CG17C 3529) which be-
longs to Ajju Bhadauria.
Bijju, Harish, Pankaj and

Bhupesh were also accom-
panying them.

Around 11:40 hrs, Aman
Khan's mother contacted
Ajju on mobile phone and
informed him that Gayasu
has suffered injuries after
being beaten by his friends
near Happy Public School,
Bhagat Singh Chowk in
Vaishali Nagar. Their van
had broken down at this
place.

Other occupants of the
van beat Gayasu when he
did not help in pushing the
vehicle. His companions
had escaped after attacking
him with bricks, scissors,

etc. Passersby rushed him
to Supela Hospital and then
to District Hospital where
he was declared dead.

Taking the mater into se-
rious cognizance,
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
structed Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, City
Superintendent of Police
(Chhawani) Kaushalendra
Dev Patel, and Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nasar Siddiqui to
investigate the matter and
put the offenders behind
the bars. A joint team was

formed under the leader-
ship of ACCU in-charge
and SHOs of Vaishali
Nagar, Jamul, Supela,
Dhamdha and Khursipar
Police Stations.

The investigators collect-
ed evidence and minutely
inspected the crime scene.
Different teams were con-
stituted to trace the ac-
cused. The identity of the
accused was ascertained
on the basis of the CCTV
footage and statement of
the complainant. Soon
after the incident all the ac-
cused had fled from their
residences. With sustained

efforts, police managed to
arrest all the six accused.

The accused are identi-
fied as Bhupesh Kumar
Devdas, son of Mohan
Devdas a resident of Ward
No 15 Vaishali Nagar; Ajay
alias Ajju Singh Bhadauria
son of Kehar Singh a resi-
dent of Ward No 15
Vaishali Nagar; Brijesh
Kumar Devdas son of Roop
Devdas a resident of
Vaishali Nagar; Harish
Kumar Ghritalhare son of
Shivdayal a resident of
Vaishali Nagar;

Sameer alias Aman
Khan son of Shamim Khan
a resident of Indra Nagar,
Vaishali Nagar; and Pankaj
Kumar son of Rakesh
Kumar a resident of
Sahupara Vaishali Nagar.
During interrogation,
Bhupesh Kumar Devdas,
Ajay alias Ajju Singh
Bhadauria, Brijesh Kumar,
Harish Kumar Ghritalhare,
Sameer alias Aman Khan
and Pankaj Kumar con-
fessed to have murdered
Gayasu. After arresting the
accused, further action is
being taken by Vaishali
Nagar Police Station.
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Route fixed for
pedestrian
devotees 

Bhilai, Sep 21: This
year the devotees par-
ticipating in Navratri
padyatra will not be al-
lowed to walk on the
national highway
from the Power House
Square. They will take
a turn from Power
House Under Bridge
and move towards
Equipment Square
and proceed on
Central Avenue.

They will move
across Sector 09, MD
Bungalows, Thugda
Bandha Bridge, Jail
Tiraha, Maharaja
Chowk, Potia Chowk
to reach Pulgaon
Square and proceed to-
wards Rajnandgaon.

Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka, Deputy
Collector Jageshwar
Kaushal and other offi-
cers were present in
the meeting. This deci-
sion has been taken
keeping in view the
convenience and safe-
ty of Navratri pedes-
trians.

It was decided in the
meeting that for the
smooth conduct of the
padyatra, the route
passing through town-
ship and Adarsh
Nagar Bypass would
be appropriate. It is
important to provide
basic facilities to
pedestrians to have a
good travel experi-
ence.

Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka said that
the officers should in-
spect this route and
take feedback regard-
ing all the require-
ments including light-
ing and ensure the
arrangements.

Along with this, he
instructed to make ad-
equate arrangements
for the primary health
system, drinking
water, sanitation and
street lighting.
Temporary speed
breakers should be
made in the middle of
the road so that the
speed of vehicles can
be controlled.

Public announce-
ment system should be
installed at the tents
and information
should be displayed
with hoardings and
banners. The
Additional Collector
also instructed the cor-
poration officials to
conduct bush cutting
on the padyatra route.

The safety of the
passengers is of para-
mount importance, for
this all necessary
measures should be
taken. Responsibilities
were assigned to all
the officers in the
meeting.

Tributes paid to Sree Narayana Guru on his Samadhi Day
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  2211:: Maitri Niketan
English Medium Senior
Secondary School, Risali paid
tribute to Sree Narayana Guru a
social reformer of Kerela who
led a movement against
casteism and promoted new
values of spiritual freedom and
social equality on his 94th
Samadhi Day. The Chief Guest
for the function VK
Mohammad, Immediate Past
President of Universal
Configuration of Sree Narayana
Guru Dharma Samaj. Dr Pardesi
Ram Verma (litterateur) and Dr
Nalini Srivastava (litterateur),
Invited guest Geeta Sathi
graced the occasion. 

President MECA Rajan
Sudhakaran, Director and
Principal MVN Dr Sajitha
Thambi Director's MECA S
Sajeev and S Sajan, Principal
Bhilai Maitri College Dr Surekha
Vinod Patil, Principal Patan

Ambili, Vice Principal Dr Beena
Sajeev, Headmistress Nishi
Sajan all staff members, par-
ents and students with their es-
teem presence paid rich tribute
to Sree Narayana Guru. The day
was filled with prayers and
teachings of the great Guru res-
onance, the programme com-
menced with the tradition of
garlanding Sree Narayana Guru
photograph and welcoming dig-
nitaries of the function. 

Addressing the gathering
president MECA Rajan
Sudhakaran paid tribute to Sree
Narayana Guru and urged to
people to follow the simple path
of Sree Narayana Guru, the
great reformer. She said that
our country is blessed because
we had so many reformers born
here and a state like Kerela was
completely reformed out of its
racism and casteism.

Speaking on the occasion the
Chief Guest VK Mohammad re-

quested the public to visit the
Samadhi of the great reformer
Sree Narayana Guru in Kerela
to understand the principles
and values. He also stated that
President MECA S Sudhakaran
has given an opportunity to the
public of Bhilai to understand
the values of the principles of
Sree Narayana Guru and has
contributed a lot build an edu-
cation society. 

Addressing the gathering
Director S Sajan emphasized on

the fact that a state like Kerela
would not have been the same
without the great reformer Sree
Narayana Guru. Special Guest
Dr Nalini elucidated that the
main focus of Sree Narayana
Guru was on education and he
tried to educate people whatev-
er he went without being par-
tial. Special guest Pardesi Ram
Verma spoke on the great re-
formers like Gandhiji, Raja Ram
Mohan Roy and Sree Narayana
Guru. He highlighted the fact

that child marriage sathi pratha
was abolished by Sree Raja
Ram Mohan Roy. 

Addressing the gathering
Principal MVN Dr Sajitha
Thambi highlighted how the reli-
gion comes into the path of the
youngsters being discriminated.
We as the responsible citizens of
the country must raise out chil-
dren as good human beings and
giving them the freedom to
think beyond all the social stig-
ma. We must focus on science
and technology and not the so-
cial evils. 

The management proudly fe-
licitated the ex-student Master
Ashish Kumar Sahu of MVN
Risali, for his accomplishment in
NEET 2022 who is the son of
Uttam Kumar Sahu and Sunita
Sahu support staff of MVN on the
occasion. The programme was
anchored by Kiran Tatiya and
Saraswati C. The programme
concluded with mass feeding. 
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FILTH & WASTE 

The drain water, apart from filth and waste is posing threat to city’s lifeline i:e Kharun River and is cause of
concern for all.

Raipur, Sep 21: 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel came
down heavily against the
charges by BJP leaders
after decision on 58%
reservation by the High
Court recently. CM said
that the then BJP govern-
ment introduced reserva-
tion without any prepara-
tions and if one reads the
Court’s decision, then it
will be aptly clear that
why decision was taken in
our favour.

Definitely this decision
by HC has posed loss to
many people and there-
fore we have decided to
approach the Supreme
Court (SC) in this regard.
On charges of keeping ad-
vocates on higher fees in
Supreme Court, Baghel
said that it is BJP who
should inform as to who
all advocates they ap-

pointed in their 15 yr
term. To a question on ap-
pointment of National
President AICC, CM
Baghel said that one
should have patience and
cloud of doubts would be
cleared soon.

About Kocchi tour of
Ashok Gehlot CM said
that his (Gehlot) tour to
Kocchi was fixed well in
advance. About Bastar
tour by BJP leaders, CM
informed that people of
Bastar have already re-
jected them earlier and

now what they can do that
they will be impressed, he
questioned.

On entry of few leaders
from Congress, JCC (J)
and other parties into BJP
fold, CM Baghel said that
presently they are after
JCC(J) and as such they
are behind the opposition
parties in other states for
long. The place where
they are unable to suc-
ceed, there they try to
take action through cen-
tral agencies like ED, CBI,
IT and others and try to
pressurise, threaten them
to change. But on all this
Congress in state is well-
aware and on the alert, he
added.

HC decision on reservation
a big loss to many: CM

Comes down heavily against BJP on their charges

 Asks to have
patience over AICC
new National
President

Fire breaks out
in paint shop in
Samta Colony

Raipur, Sep 21: Fire
broke out in a paint
shop Balaji Colours in
Samta Colony during
early morning hours
here on Wednesday. It
was for about 6 hours of
grueling session by the
fire-fighters that it can
be brought under con-
trol. A total of4 fire-
fighting vehicles were
required to control the
fire in six hours. The
main reason behind
fire breaking out in the
shop could not be
known and the case is
that of Azad Chowk
Thana.

Raipur, Sep 21:

The Anti-Crime and
Cyber unit in city is tak-
ing action against the
‘satta’ (betting) operators
in the city and on
Wednesday 15 ‘Satta’ oper-
ators were nabbed along
with cash of Rs 43,080,
‘satta-patti’ and other
items.

As per instructions by
the SSP Prashant Agrawal
to all the gazetted police
officers of different
thanas in capital city, has
directed the anti-crime
and cyber unit and TIs to
prepare work plan to cor-
ner such ‘satta’ operators
and take more and more
action finding necessary
clues.

It is in this context, on
instructions by Addl. SP
Abhishekh Maheshwari,
the anti-crime and cyber
unit took action and
nabbed 15 ‘satta’ operators
with cash of Rs 43,080 in
their possession and ac-
tion was taken under dif-
ferent thanas they were
nabbed. This action
against the ‘satta’ opera-
tors in and around capital

city would continue in
days to come.

It is notable here that on
Sept 19, 20 and 21, a total of
78 ‘satta’ operators have
been arrested in just three
days and a total cash of Rs
2.27 lakh, 7 laptops, 39 mo-
bile phones, cheque books,
passbooks, ATMs, ledger,
cash, and ‘satta-patti’
worth crore has been
seized.

15 ‘satta’ operators nabbed on third day
 Cash of Rs 43,080

seized

Raipur, Sep 21:

Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure conducted tour of
all five zone offices of
Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) here
on Wednesday and took
meeting of officials of
each zone and gave nec-
essary instructions.
Collector said that the
state government has
taken good initiative to
regularise the illegal
construction work as
legal.

By holding talks with
the officer on the appli-
cations received for regu-
larization, Collector di-
rected the officers to
speed-up the same. This
in turn will increase gov-
ernment’s revenue. In
this meeting RMC
Commissioner Mayank

Chaturvedi was also
present.

Collector Bhure first
reached Zone-9 office of
RMC at 10:30 am and
holding meeting with of-
ficers said that cleanli-
ness and drinking water
facility tops all the prior-
ities and no complaint
should be received in
this regard. He asked to
speed up the applications

received for regulariza-
tion holding talks with
the officer concerned. He
also took information
about number of sani-
tary employees in the
Zone and then reviewed
about the solution to
complaints and griev-
ances of citizens on
Nidan-1100; door-to-door
collection; entry in the
NISTHA App; training of

cleanliness supervisor
and monitoring of sani-
tary employees by them
and other works going on
in the ward.

Further he visited
Zone-3 of RMC and asked
the officers to take infor-
mation about the com-
mercial and residential
property in each ward
and issue notice for regu-
larization.

He also took stock of
cleanliness in the wards,
condition of waterlog-
ging; cleaning of drains
in each ward; promotion
of Mor Raipur App;
Mahapur Swachchata
Cell; buliding permis-

sion maps passed and
others and directed the
officers to complete the
same within time period.

In the meeting with of-
ficials in Zone-4 he di-
rected the officers to take
action on making the
lease-hold property into
free-hold and took infor-
mation about drainage
issue and ensuring work-
ing of streetlights near
CM’s and Rajbhavan
area.

During visit to the
zone offices, Collector di-
rected the officers to talk
with the general public
in cordial manner and
bring changes in their
overall behaviour and
ensure that there is inor-
dinate delay in any case
or issue, so that credibili-
ty of people towards the
institution and its offi-
cers remain intact.

Drinking water and cleanliness tops all priorities: Collector
 Holds meeting

with Zone officers,
employees in five
zone offices

Raipur, Sep 21:

Senior BJP leaders
Nand Kumar Sai,
Ramvichar Netam,
Vishnu DeoSai, Vikram
Usendi, Mahesh Gagda,
Vikas Markam addressing
a press conference jointly
charged Congress of mak-
ing a conspiracy to reduce
reservation for tribals.
They claimed that the BJP
taking a historical step to-
wards the tribal communi-
ty has increased their
reservation from 20% to
32%. It was 12% hike in
just one-go was done by
BJP government and also
succeeded in implement-
ing it. The leaders
charged that the Congress
government on coming to
power could not digest the
same and therefore they
deliberately lost the case
in the Court, so that they
can achieve the target of

reduction in percentage to
tribals. BJP leaders
charged that it is Congress
who deliberately attacked
on the interest of tribals.
Apart from this the fault
in the data which the
Congress is talking about,
is actually the outcome of
wrong move by the
Congress. They ques-
tioned as to whether
Congress was in deep
slumber for last four years
that they woke up to
wrong statistics now. BJP
claimed that by approach-
ing SC, Congress has al-
ready prepared to lose it
further.

It is a great coincidence
that at one place where the
hearing into the reserva-
tion issue was going on in

Chhattisgarh High Court,
on the same day, the
Congress government was
facing charges in the
Supreme Court that they
are trying to save the ac-
cused offices in the F&CS
(Naan) scam and these
charges were not on any
small person, but directly
on the CM and the persons
associated with him.

BJP leaders charged
that at one place where the
Congress fields prominent
SC lawyers like Kapil
Sibbal, Mukul Rohatgi,
Dwivedi and others, hav-
ing huge fees of Rs 25 lakh
per hearing in order to
save the corrupt, just
could not even arrange for
a lawyer to speak on the
issue of reservation for
tribals, so that they (tribal)
can draw its benefit.

BJP leaders charged
that this speaks of
Congress government true

intentions towards the
tribal community. They
charged that Congress
leaders have been giving
statement that tribal
should work to repair
punctures and never want
them to come forward in
the society. Therefore
when a woman from the
tribal community was be-
coming the President of
India, it was Congress who
was creating hindrances
for her victory and voted
against her. When she
toured Chhattisgarh, the
Congress leaders did not
even felt like meeting her
and did not even pick up
the phone call by a CM-
level person. BJP charged
Congress of one with anti-
tribal ideology and they
have even cheated tribal
samaj on the reservation
issue and which is nothing
but sheer disrespect to this
community, they alleged.

Cong got reduction in reservation thru conspiracy: BJP
 For the 

tribal community
in the state

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 21: Arjun
Tiwari created major
upset by defeating
International Master
Samed Jaikumar in the
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Trophy
International Grand
Master Chess tourna-
ment being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Chess Association
(CPCA) here. Top seeded
Livon Puntusulia from
Georgia continued to re-
main on top with victory
over his rival player. Sai
Surpenni also overpow-
ered 28th rank player
Kaustub Kundu whereas
Boris Savchenko, Aronya

Ghose and Mirabh Guha
also won their matches
to advance into the
championship points
table.

CPCA Vice President
and Chairperson of
Women Wing Bhavna
Bohra was chief guest of
the matches here. CPCA
General Secretary Vinod
Rathi briefed her with
the progress so far in the
International Chess
tournament.

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepptt  2211:: Deepali Gupta
from Chhattisgarh defeated
Anjana Kumari with the score of
21-18, 21-11 to qualify for the
Main Draw of the Chief Minister
Indian International Challenge
Badminton Trophy being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Badminton
Association (CBA) here on
Wednesday.
Apart from her, Tanu Chandra
from Chhattisgarh also defeated
Navya Mahajan with the score of
21-13, 21-5 to quality for the main
event of the mega tournament. In
other matches, Sakshi Phogat,
Anvesha Gauda, Unnati Hudda,
Adiya Veriath, Anura
Prabhudesai, Ishrani Barua, Gao
Jin Wei from Malasiya, Samiya
Farooqi, Likhita Shrivastava,

Tusha Hegde and Ashita Chilha
also won their matches to
advance ahead in the tourna-
ment. Main draw matches would
begin from Thursday.

Deepali, Tanu from CG advance in
CM Trophy Badminton tournament

Eight IFS officers 
promoted as PCCF

Raipur, Sep 21: Eight IFS officers
of Addl. PCCF post in the state
have got promoted as Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest
(PCCF). The IFS officers who
have been promoted are from
1988 batch to 1991 batch. This
include Jai Singh Mahaske and
Ashish Kumar Bhatt of 1988
batch;  Tapesh Kumar Jha of 1989
batch; Anil Kumar Rai , Anil
Kumar Sahu, V Sriniwas Rao of
1990 batch and Anita Nandi and
Moris Tushar Nandi of 1991
batch. They have all being pro-
moted as PCCF.

Arjun creates upset in CM
Trophy Chess tournament

Raipur, Sep 21:

The Khar mardih
police has solved a
theft incident from a
house within 3 hours
and ar rested the
thieves in case of
theft in the house in
Shakti  Nag ar of
Khamardih area on
intervening night of
July 31 and Aug1.

The police has ar-
rested three includ-
ing a  minor boy in
this theft and this in-
clude Yogesh Yadav
(18) Rafiq Khan alias

Bhur (21)  and a
minor boy and
seized cash of Rs
19500 and other
goods from their pos-
session.

On breaking this
theft incident within
three hours, SSP
Prashant Agrawal fe-
l icitated Udyan
Behar SP (City)
Vidhan Sabha; Vijay
Yadav TI
Khamardih; Teekam
Thakur, head consta-
ble  Bacchan Lal
Thakur, R
Sabaruddin Khan,
Murli  Yadav, Raj
Verma by presenting
them with a memen-
to in his office here
on Wednesday.

Theft incident solved
in just 3 hours

 SSP felicitates
the team with a
memento

State govt issues
order to remove

daily wage 
workers on strike

Raipur, Sep 21: The state
government has issued
order for removal of daily
wage workers who are on
strike for last many days.
The daily wage employees
of Forest Department who
are on strike will be re-
placed by the new employ-
ees on daily wages.
Secretary Forest
Department R Sangeeta
has written letter to all the
HoDs of Forest depart-
ment, saying that the em-
ployees who are on strike
for long is badly affecting
the work of those related
to it and directed them to
appoint new staff . It is
worthwhile to mention
here that out of total 7000
daily wage workers there
are about 2500 employees
who are on strike.

Raipur, Sept 21:

Team Iconic from the
National Institute of
Technology Raipur has
finished NEI Idea factory
season 7 as runner-ups.
The contest aimed to in-
spire, ideate, and innovate
learning among young en-
gineering students.

Since the competi-
tion&#39;s start in 2015,
the company has dedicat-
ed its time and resources
to finding emerging talent
in India by holding Pan
India technical competi-
tions for engineering stu-
dents.

These contests are ma-
jorly for the engineers
from core branches. The
topic for the event this
year was “Bearing for to-
morrow: Alternative mate-
rial and processing tech-

niques.” Out of the more
than 100 teams that initial-
ly articipated throughout
India, the team Iconic con-
sists of Rashmi Sahu,
Priyanshu Agarwal,
Ashwin Sudhir Umali,
and Aman Sukhdev and
the Team Desire consist-
ing of Rudronil Dey,
Seema Bharti, Mohit
Prasad, and Saloni
Kumari from NIT Raipur
advanced to the finals. The
contest was divided into
seven rounds, which in-

cluded online registration,
quiz, idea pitch submis-
sion, synopsis evaluation,
mentorship, virtual pres-
entation and a grand fi-
nale.

The topic of team Iconic
was to use Graphene as an
additive in lubricant and
set up its supply chain
business. The team also
presented a business idea
to increase graphene’s use,
providing them with an
edge. They also shared
that they were provided

with a mentor by NBC and
expressed their gratitude
to him for guiding them.
Team member Rashmi
Sahu said this was a great
learning experience for
them and mentioned that
they read many research
papers and articles for this
project, which helped en-
hance experience for
them, and mentioned that
they read many research
papers and articles for this
project which helped in en-
hancing their knowledge.

NIT Raipur students finished NEI 
Idea factory season 7 as runner-ups
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Balod, Sep 21: 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Wednesday chaired a re-
view meeting of district
level officials at the
Circuit House of Balod
District Headquarters.
He gave necessary in-
structions to the officials
concerned while review-
ing the status of imple-
mentation of govern-
ment schemes.

Baghel stressed on the
need to increase people’s
participation in the

‘Narva Yojana’ and con-
nect each Nullah (drain)
with the scheme.
Expressing his concerns
over decline in water
level especially in Gurur
area, he asked the offi-
cials concerned to en-
sure that all drains here
are connected with the
Narva Yojana. Besides,
instructions have been
given to ensure that hot
meals are served under

‘ M u k h y a m a n t r i
Suposhan Yojana’.

The Chief Minister
said that necessary steps
should be undertaken to
curb sale of illicit liquor
and stern action should
be taken against those
indulged in illegal prac-
tices. He has asked the
officials and authorities
concerned that quality
of construction works
including that of

Gauthan and CC road
should not be compro-
mised at any cost. He
said that issues related
to demarcation and dis-
tribution of land and
complaints regarding
unannounced power
cuts should be resolved
quickly. He said that the
grievances of the public
should be redressed in
the stipulated time.
Meanwhile, Baghel also
congratulated the offi-
cials for their good job.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Kunwar Singh
Nishad, MLA Sangeeta
Sinha, Secretary-in-
Charge Ankit Anand,
Commissioner  Mahadev
Kawre, Collector Gaurav
Singh along with other
district officers were
present on the occasion.

CM stresses on the need for
increasing people’s participation 
 In the ‘Narva

Yojana
 CM chairs review

meeting of district
officials

Raipur, Sep 21: 

Timely treatment of
sickle cell anemia can en-
sure better management
of the disease. Many peo-
ple with sickle cell who
are leading normal life
because of timely treat-
ment.

These views were ex-
pressed by the expert doc-
tors during the training
programme on sickle cell
disease management at
lecture hall of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College, Raipur on
Tuesday. Dr Hrishikesh
Mishra informed train-
ing programme would be
conducted for a week.

The training is being
given to open sickle cell
disease management cen-
ters in district hospitals
and medical colleges.

Specialist doctors, med-
ical officers, lab techni-
cians, counselors and
computer operators are
being trained for man-
agement of sickle cell dis-
ease. Presently around
7,000 patients are regis-
tered and receiving treat-
ment at Sickle Cell
Institute Raipur.

Dr Usha Joshi, Director
General of Sickle Cell
Institute gave informa-
tion about the ongoing

medical division, re-
search and other activi-
ties in Sickle Cell
Institute, Raipur. Dr
Joshi informed that sick-
le cell management cen-
ters would become opera-
tional on October 2 in all
the districts and medical
colleges of the state. Dr
Ashish Kumar Sinha,
Director Medical, Sickle
Cell Institute informed
about the current status
of sickle cell disease in

the state. Dr Atul Jindal
of AIIMS Raipur told
during the training that
hydroxy urea (a type of
medicine) should be
stopped three months be-
fore planning pregnancy
and should not be taken
till the entire pregnancy.

If the newborn child is
sickler, then hydroxy
urea should be started
from the age of 9 months.
According to him there
are many types of chal-

lenges in bone marrow
transplant. There should
be an HLA (Human
Leukocyte Antigen)
match for a bone marrow
transplant. Dr Saba
Siddiqui imparted train-
ing on sickle cell manage-
ment in adult patients.

Scientist Adityanath
Jha explained the useful-
ness of solubility test in
laboratory diagnostics.
Apart from this, informa-
tion about the DNA based
tests is provided.

Dr Jha told that the sol-
ubility test gives infor-
mation about the sickle
cell gene.
Electrophoresis test is
used to differentiate the
sickle cell carrier and the
patient. After this, HPLC
test is done for confirma-
tion, on the basis of
which sickle cell patients
are identified.

Training on sickle cell disease management in medical college
Sickle cell mgmt centers in dist hospitals, medical colleges from Oct 2- 2022

Raipur, Sep 21: The
Department of Post
Graduate and Research
Studies in English,
Government J
Yoganandam Chhattisgarh
College Raipur organized
an induction ceremony for
the new batch-2022-23 of
the Department at the
College Campus on
Wednesday. Dr Kirti
Tiwari, Head of the
Department, Akhilesh
Tiwari, Convener of the
English Club, and Dr Anita
Juneja, Coordinator of the
Internal Quality
Assurance Cell were pres-
ent to induce and motivate
the new comers in the de-
partment. Addressing the
students, Head of
Department Dr Kirti
Tiwari, introduced the
faculties, and made the stu-
dents aware of the policies,

values, facilities and activi-
ties of the Department. She
exhorted the students to be
in global scenario, achieve
excellence in the Higher
Education and Research
through incessant compe-
tence building which is
also the vision and mission
of the English
Department. Dr Tiwari
called upon the students to
keep on enhancing their
English skills. She said
that the students will have
to approach teachers to en-

hance their knowledge and
skills. Lucrative job oppor-
tunities are available for
the students of the English
ranging from publishing
journalism, teaching to
specialized jobs like speech
therapy, translators, teach-
ing and others, she said. In
his address, Convener of
the English Club Akhilesh
Tiwari informed the stu-
dents about the activities
being carried out by the
English Club and motivat-
ed them to play active role

in organising weekly activ-
ities to elevate themselves
Speaking on the occasion,
IQAC Coordinator, Anita
Juneja, informed the stu-
dents about the activities of
the IQAC and told about
the various committees
that are functional in the
College. She made them
aware of their rights and
duties. The students of MA
first and third semester in-
troduced themselves in the
programme. M.A third se-
mester student Ankita
Chakraborty gave the wel-
come address. President of
the English Club Abhishek
Kumar and MA Third se-
mester student Priyanka
Nagesh conducted the pro-
ceedings of the pro-
gramme. Vice President of
the English Club Ram
Kumar Premi proposed the
vote of thanks.

Students must keep on learning 
to improve English skills: Dr Tiwari

Balod, Sep 21:

On the last day of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’
in Balod district, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
released the booklet on
‘Tuhar Yojna Tuhar Duar’
and Directory of Balod
District at Circuit House
here today. The booklet on
‘Tuhar Yojana Tuhar

Duar’ is a compilation of
information about welfare
schemes run by various
departments.

The booklet contains de-
tailed information about
the purpose of the scheme,
its benefits, eligibility and

the process of application.
This booklet will prove to
be useful for the members
of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
and other people involved
in the promotion of gov-
ernment schemes.
Besides, the directory of
Balod district has infor-
mation regarding all the
officers and employees of
the district.

CM releases booklet on
‘Tuhar Yojna Tuhar Duar’

 And directory 
of Balod district

Amarkanthak, Sep 21: A
one day National Seminar
on Contribution of Tribal
Heroes in Indian Freedom
Struggle was organized
under the joint aegis of
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes at Indira
Gandhi National Tribal
University, Amarkantak.
It was held under the chair-
manship of Sriprakash
Mani Tripathi.

The keynote speaker of
the seminar, Narendra
Singh Maravi, former
Chairman, State
Scheduled Tribes
Commission, Bhopal and
Ravi Shankar, Advisor,
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes, New
Delhi expressed their
views as subject expert.

Shahdol Divisional
Commissioner Rajib
Sharma, Anuppur collec-
tor Ms. Sonia Meena and
Superintendent of Police
Akhil gave their dignified
presence in the program.

Referring to the sacri-
fices of King Shankar
Shah and Raghunath Shah
and Queen Kamala, Rani
Durgavati, Minister
Kulaste said that tribal cen-
ters should be developed to

make the contribution of
tribal heroes unforgettable.
Referring to the work of
conservation and promo-
tion of many places like
Ramnagar, Mangarh,
Singrampur etc., said that
development should con-
tinue at many centers.

Vice Chancellor Prof
Prakash Mani Tripathi, in
his succinct speech, said
that the tribal hero com-
munity has been the pro-

tector and conductor of the
Sanatan tradition.
Referring to the personali-
ties and works of Virsa
Munda and Tilka Mojhi, he
said that Naveen can learn
pride, loyalty, faith and ded-
ication to his religion from
both the great heroes. The
keynote speaker of the
seminar, Narendra Maravi,
threw light on the skill, tra-
ditional knowledge, hard
work and dedication of the
tribal society. He stressed
on research and use of tra-
ditional medicinal knowl-
edge of tribes in modern
medicine. He called for
continuous research to pre-
serve the culture of tribals.
The subject expert of
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes, New
Delhi, Ravi Shankar ap-
prised the students about
the powers, rights and du-
ties of the Commission.

IGNTU hosts national seminar on
contribution of tribal heroes

 In Indian Freedom
Struggle

Raipur, Sep 21: Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
said that prompt action
should be taken on the de-
cisions taken by the gov-
ernment for the industries
setup in Chhattisgarh. He
said that the government
has laid special emphasis
on the setting up of indus-
tries based on agriculture
and forest produce so that
maximum employment
could be provided to the
local people. Lakhma was
reviewing the works of the
Department of Commerce
and Industry at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here.

Industries Minister
Lakhma said that special
attention should be paid to
the implementation of em-
ployment oriented
schemes. In reviewing the
Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
Program, Mukhyamantri
Yuva Swarozgar Yojana,

PM Formalization of
Micro Food Processing
Enterprises scheme, he
gave strict instructions to
the officers to complete the
targets of these schemes
within the stipulated time
period.

Lakhma also directed
the officers of Labour and
Industries Departments to
take initiative to provide
employment to more and
more local people in micro,
small and medium indus-
tries to be set up in the
state and collect necessary
information in this regard.
In the review meeting, Mr.
Lakhma said that the en-

trepreneurs should be
given various concessions,
grants and facilities being
given by the Chhattisgarh
government for the estab-
lishment of industries on
time.
He said that information
should be given to the en-
trepreneurs regarding the
transition from leasehold
to freehold in industrial
areas and workshops
should also be organised to
clear their doubts. He said
that the benefits of conces-
sions, grants and conces-
sions given by the
Chhattisgarh government
to the entrepreneurs

should be made available
within the prescribed time
period under the Public
Service Guarantee Act.

Lakhma reviewed the
work being done by the
Investment Promotion
Board to encourage invest-
ment in the state. In the
sector wise review, he di-
rected to bring the units in
the ethanol and steel sector
to the production level
soon which has done MoU.
He said that in the develop-
ment blocks where land
has not been transferred
for the food park, within
the next 20 days, the trans-
fer of land should be en-

sured in coordination with
the District Collector.
Lakhma instructed to
arrange training of steam
machine attendants
through skill development
agency and to register
more and more products in
the e-standard list to
CSIDC as well as to take
care of quality in construc-
tion works in industrial
parks. In the review meet-
ing, Special Secretary
Commerce and Industry
Himshikhar Gupta,
Special Secretary
Commerce and Industry,
Anurag Pandey, Managing
Director CSIDC, Saran
Mittar, Registrar, Registrar
Firms and Institutions SN.
Rathore, Additional
Director, Praveen Shukla,
Executive Director CSIDC,
Anil Shrivastava, Chief
General Manager-General
Manager and concerned
officers of all the districts
of the state were present.

Local youth should get employment in industries: Lakhma
Raipur, Sep 21: Disha
College, Raipur once
again, after a two years’
gap due to COVID-19, has
come alive by organizing
various cultural, personal-
ity grooming and co-cur-
ricular activities.

One such activity on
“College to corporate and
changes in the expectation
of recruiters in industry
4.0” was organized on 20th
April, 2022 for final year
students. And the guest
speaker was Prof. Shweta
Puneet- IBS, Bangalore.

The programme started
with the traditional rituals
of lamp lighting and gar-
landing the Goddess
Saraswati performed by
the principal, Disha
College in the august com-
pany of the guests, while
the entire gathering joined
them in chanting the
prayers. In his inaugural
Speech Dr. A. K. Tiwari,

Principal, Disha College,
Raipur (C.G), apprised the
students with some of his
knowledgeable statements
like importance of digital-
ization and expectation of
recruiters in the industry
and many more amazing
things. After this, our
guest speaker Prof. Shweta
Puneet delivered some
amazing statements relat-
ed to Digital Immigration
and Digital Residence. She
delivered that along with

soft skills and hard skills
D-skills (digital skills) are
also important and much
more knowledgeable
things related to Digital
Skills.

The programme was at-
tended by all the students
and faculty members. The
programme ended with a
beautiful vote of thanks.
Overall, it was a very
knowledgeable session for
the entire final year stu-
dents of Disha College.

Along with soft skills and hard skills,
D-skills also important: Shweta

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  2211::  

The National Science
Exhibition and Project
Exhibition and Competition
was organized by the Inspire
Award Standards and
Department of Science and
Technology, Government of
India from September 14 to 16
in New Delhi. A total of 560 par-
ticipants from all the states of
India participated in this com-
petition with their ideas, mod-
els and projects. Inspire Award
Standards and all the ideas,
models and projects were
observed and evaluated by the
members of the jury set by the
Department of Science and
Technology, Government of
India. After this process, the
project of two school students
of Chhattisgarh has been
selected. Union Minister,
Department of Space and
Department of Atomic Energy,
Ministry of Science and
Technology Jitendra Singh pre-
sented awards and certificates
to the selected 60 participants

of National Science Exhibition
and Project Exhibition and
Competition at the closing cer-
emony at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi. It is worth mentioning
that under the guidance, inspi-
ration and leadership of
Chhattisgarh School Education
Department, Director Public
Education Chhattisgarh,  Sunil
Kumar Jain and as per the
guidelines of State Nodal
Officer and Deputy Director
Public Education Chhattisgarh,
Ashutosh Chavre, 30 partici-
pants and 07 officers and guide
teachers, team Leader had
reached New Delhi along with
Assistant State Nodal Officer

and Assistant Director Public
Education Chhattisgarh, Harish
Varu. In this national level com-
petition, 60 participants select-
ed from all the states of India,
02 participants from
Chhattisgarh, in which the
model of  Biodegradable
Natural Sweetener Coated
Disposable and  Embedded
Medicinal Immunobooster
Herb Mixture made by Adit, a
student of Delhi Public School,
Raipur and another model of
Project Child Lock LPG
Cylinder made by Harit
Chandani of Vikshashan Jain,
Vidyapeeth Kumhari, Durg
were selected. Inspire Award,

Director, Public Education
Chhattisgarh,  Sunil Kumar
Jain, State Nodal Officer and
Deputy Director Public
Education Chhattisgarh,
Ashutosh Chavre, among the
participants organized by the
Department of Standards and
Science and Technology,
Government of India, selected
all the participants of
Chhattisgarh, Assistant State
Nodal Officer and Assistant
Director Public Education
Chhattisgarh, Harish Baru and
Inspire Room Incharge,  Dinesh
Kumar Banjare and Vaibhav
Sahu and all District Education
Officers, District Nodal
Officers, Block Nodal Officers,
Guide Teachers and Inspire
Team congratulated the stu-
dents.

Two participants from Ch’garh selected  
 For National

Science Exhibition
Inspire Award 

 School children
showed their talent
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DDhhaammttaarrii,,  SSeepp  2211::  It was as per
instructions by SP Prashant
Thakur to put a check on in-
crease in road accidents, it was
under guidance of Addl. SP
Dhamtari Megha Temburkar
Sahu, Traffic DSP Manishankar
Chandra and all TIs of different
thanas recovered summon fees
worth Rs 2,37,300 from 791 dif-
ferent violation of traffic under
the Motor Vehicle Act in last
three days.

The traffic police in Dhamtari
is making all efforts to reduce
number of road accidents tak-
ing place and since over-speed
is one of the reasons behind it,
the Traffic police is stopping all
the heavy vehicles and other
four-wheelers entering the city
to reduce their speed-limit to 20
km/hr within city limits and di-
rected all the four-wheelers in-
cluding car drivers to use seat-
belts while driving. Apart from
this the traffic police directed

all Bus drivers to wear uniform
while driving buses and ensure
availability of first-aid box, fire-
extinguisher and paste the bus-
fare list in their buses. The two
and four-wheeler riders were
asked not to use pressure-horns
and were informed that at pres-
ent only explanation has been
given and later action will be
taken in case of violation of the
same. The traffic police has
made an appeal to general pub-
lic to ensure strict compliance
of traffic rules and regulations,
otherwise action will be taken
against violation of traffic rules.

Road from Gram Mohara to
Tendubhata in bad shape

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Sep 21:
The road from Gram
Mohara to Tendubhata
has got badly damaged
and due to which it is pos-
ing lots of problems to the
villagers and even the
public represenatitives to
travel on it. From this
route, the ex-MLA Ramji
Bharti goes to his home
village Tendubhata.

Apart from this through
this road, people also trav-
el to head offices in the vil-
lage, viz. Gram Panchayat,
District Co-op Bank, Axis
Ban, main market and
others. Just opposite the
Chandrakar Kirana shop,
there are big pot holes on
this road and it has led to
waterlogging during
rains.

At present this road has
become completely use-
less. Apart from big pot

holes in the road, it has
also become dangerous for
those driving and may
lead to some major acci-
dent some day.

The villagers have de-
manded the Panchayat
representatives to get this
road repaired at the earli-
er, so that the villagers do

not face much of incove-
nience in travelling.

They also charged the
local public representa-
tives and officers of
Panchayat sitting hand-
on-hand ad not taking this
major work seriously and
has strongly condemned
the same.

Youth start various activities
including plantation 

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Sep 21: Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club Yojana
(RYMCY) for the youth of
the state government is
being extensively operated
under the guidance of
Collector Haris S. under the
district and a total of 162
Rajiv Mitan Clubs have been
formed in the district, the
first installment of which
Rs 25,000 has been provided

to the clubs of all the pan-
chayats.

Social, cultural and
sports events have been
started by the Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Clubs formed, under
which Covid vaccination,
tree plantation, sports and
local folk dance and song
competition should be or-
ganized in the district's
Gram Panchayat Jhapra,
Nagaras, Sonakukanar,
Gadiras, Ramapuram,

Kondre, Gumma, Oler,
Talnar, Dubbatota,
Chhindgarh, Maraiguda,
Dornapal and other pan-
chayats. Rural youth are
very excited to take advan-
tage of this scheme and are
eager to take maximum ad-
vantage of it. Considering
the special circumstances
of this area, the said
scheme will be successful in
taking the villagers in a
positive direction.

RPF SECR organizes various programs

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Sep 21: Railway
Protection Force (RPF) cel-
ebrated its 38th Raising
Day on 20 September 2022
by organizing the first ever

Central Level Parade at
Jag Jeevan Ram RPF
Academy, Lucknow.

On this occasion, Union
Minister of State for
Railways and Textiles, Mrs
Darshan Vikram Jardosh
participated as the chief
guest and took the salute of
the parade.

Minister of State for
Railways presented
'President Police Medal for
Distinguished Service',
'Indian Police Medal for
Meritorious Service'and
'Sarvettam Jeevan Raksha
Padak'. 'Uttam Jeevan
Rakshak' was posthumous-
ly awarded to Late Gyan

Chand, Head Constable of
RPF NCR who laid down
hislives at the altar of duty
to save a woman. South
East Central Railway,
Railway Protection Force
Bilaspur under the guid-
ance of Amiya Nandan
Sinha/Inspector General-
cum-Principal Chief

Security Commissioner/
Resp. Bilaspur and
Bhavani Shankar Nath /
Deputy Inspector General
cum Chief Security
Commissioner conducted
many social service pro-
grams in all the three divi-
sions on the occasion of
foundation day.

Traffic Police recovers 
Rs 2.37 lakh in 3 days

TPS Korba(E) of 
DSPM celebrate

Vishwakarma Jayanti

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Sep 21: TPS
Korba(E) of DSPM cele-
brated Vishwakarma
Jayanti with devotion.

Maintaining the tradition,
instead of an idol of Lord
Vishwakarma photograph
was placed for worship.
After the worship mass
meal was organized in

which guests and devotees
enthusiastically took part.
Diwakar Mishra EE, Mrs
Aarti Tiwari and other of-
ficials along with staff
took part in the festival.

Derogatory language against women
employees intolerable: Dr Nayak 

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Sep 22: In the
presence of Chhattisgarh
State Commission for
Women President Dr.
Kiranmayi Nayak and
members Neeta
Vishwakarma, Archana
Upadhyay, a public hearing
was held and three cases
were given verdict and
opined via hearing. The
case of Zeba Naaz Shaikh
(Staff Nurse) Vs Gauri
Hussain (Staff Nurse) work-
ing Institute District
Hospital Bijapur was decid-
ed under mutual consent.

On the other hand, under
the second case of mental
harassment, the applicant
Chhaya Gautam Assistant

Grade-2 working institute
Deputy Director Veterinary
Department, Bijapur under
the application of mental
harassment against the ap-
pellant.

On the basis of the state-
ment of both the parties,
the party said to complain
to the Collector for acting
against the Civil Services
Conduct Act against the ap-

plicant under the Right to
Information, in case of de-
partmental inquiry against
the applicant Chhaya
Gautam.In the event of the
applicant being found inno-
cent in the investigation,
the applicant was advised
to register a civil and crimi-
nal case against the appel-
lant.

Third case, under harass-

ment at the workplace, the
applicant Smt. Pushpa
Gandharla made serious al-
legations against the appel-
lant Shri Ranjit Singh,
District Coordinator,
Swachh Bharat Mission,
Rural District Bijapur,and
due to mental harassment
by the appellant Ranjit
Singh's use of abusive lan-
guage. Due to these rea-

sons, during the tenure of
Rajit Singh, from 2016 to
2022, a total of 17 people left
work, some resigned and
some people 
were fired.

While hearing the case,
Kiranmayi Nayak,
President, Chhattisgarh
State Women's Commission,
in view of the seriousness
of the case, said that no offi-
cer has the right to make
personal comments and
comments against any
woman employee and local
tribals. SDMs and SDOPs of
all sections of the district,
including members of the
State Women's Commission,
District Women and Child
Development Officers were
present during the hearing.
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p On 38th Foundation Day 

In total 791 cases of traffic rule violation

Daily wagers
deprived of 

payment
CChhuurriikkaallaa,,  SSeepp  2211::  The daily
labourers working in the Eklavya
Residential School operating in the
city have been circling for months
to get their payment, but higher
officials of the school are negligent
in making the payment. It is to be
known that Eklavya Residential
School in Nagar Panchayat
Chhurikala is being operated by
the Tribal Department, where the
laborers of the surrounding area
including the city are working as
daily laborers, who have not been
paid wages for the last three
months. It is said that during the
tenure of the then principal
Kumdesh Gobeel, the purchase of
goods worth about lakhs of rupees
for the use of Eklavya Vidyalaya
has been done from the shops of
the city, the payment of which is
pending for months, apart from
this, about 80 thousand rupees of
gas cylinders is also pending. 
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ANNUAL URS

Women devotees pray at the shrine of Hazrat Sheikh Hamza Makhdoom on the
occasion of his Urs, in Srinagar, Wednesday.

MONSOON WOES

Commuters wade through a waterlogged street following heavy rains, in Mathura, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Suicide 
 Phagwara: A first-

year student of a pri-
vate university in
Punjab’s Phagwara al-
legedly died by sui-
cide, triggering a
protest by other stu-
dents on the campus.
The 22-year-old stu-
dent, who was from
Kerala and was study-
ing Bachelor of Design
at Lovely Professional
University (LPU), took
the extreme step on
September 20, police
said on Wednesday.

Inquiry
 Bengaluru: “PayCM’

posters with the photo
of the Karnataka
Chief Minister sur-
faced in several parts
of the city on
Wednesday, following
which an angry
Basavaraj Bommai or-
dered an inquiry. He
also dubbed it a ‘pseu-
do campaign,’ which
not only maligns his
image but also of
Karnataka. “It is a sys-
tematic conspiracy to
spoil my name and
also Karnataka. I have
directed the officials
concerned to book a
case. We will get it in-
vestigated to find out
the people behind it,”
Bommai told re-
porters here.

Apologise
 Thiruvananthapuram:

The Kerala State Road
Transport
Corporation (KSRTC)
management on
Wednesday tendered
an apology to the pub-
lic over the manhan-
dling incident at a bus
depot near here, say-
ing it would not toler-
ate such incidents at
any cost. A 55-year-old
man was cruelly beat-
en up in front of his
daughter by a group of
KSRTC employees at
the bus depot in
Kattakada on Tuesday
following a dispute
over students’ conces-
sion, prompting the
government to sus-
pend four KSRTC
staffers and the High
Court to register a
case on its own on the
shocking incident.

Arrested 
 Jammu: Police arrest-

ed two persons and
seized over 45 kg of
poppy from them, offi-
cials said on
Wednesday. The two
were arrested from a
Punjab-bound bus in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Samba district, they
said. A police team in-
tercepted the bus on
the Jammu-Pathankot
national highway at
AIIMS checkpoint 
and recovered over 45
kg of poppy.

Nabbed 
 Jaipur: An Anti-

Corruption Bureau
team on Wednesday
arrested the SHO of
Mandar in Sirohi dis-
trict with his two other
associates, including
an advocate, for accept-
ing a bribe of Rs 4
lakh. Ashok Kumar
Singh had demanded
Rs 10 lakh from the
complainant through
middlemen Anil
Kumar and advocate
Abhimanyu Singh for
helping in a rape case
registered against the
complainant, ACB
DGP BL Soni said in a
statement.

Women look at a traditional
‘Chaniya choli’ dress while

shopping ahead of the
upcoming ‘Navratri’ festival,

at a shop in Thane,
Wednesday.

Ahmedabad, Sep 21 (PTI):

Congress leader
Sandeep Dikshit on
Wednesday said the so-
called Delhi development
model, being touted by
Chief Minister and AAP
leader Arvind Kejriwal
during campaigning in
poll-bound Gujarat, is not
supported by facts but
aimed to gain publicity.

In a scathing attack on
Kejriwal, Dikshit said the
so-called Delhi model is
not development-oriented.
He challenged Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leaders for a
debate “based on facts and
figures”.

Addressing reporters,
Dikshit wondered if the
“revdi”- a reference to pop-
ulist sops- promised by
Kejriwal to various com-
munities will ensure de-
velopment in another five
years. The Congress
spokesperson cited figures
to claim that the previous
Congress government in

Delhi had fared much bet-
ter than Kejriwal in the
fields of education, infra-
structure, healthcare etc.

“The Delhi model is all
about publicity. It lacks
substance. The AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi failed to
build upon what was
achieved by the Sheila
Dikshit government over
15 years.

Compared to the 15-year
rule of Congress in Delhi
under the late Sheila

Dikshit, the AAP govern-
ment has done little to im-
prove education and
health facilities,” said
Dikshit, son of the late
Sheila Dikshit.

He alleged the Kejriwal
government even failed to
create employment con-
trary to claims made by
Kejriwal during cam-
paigning in Gujarat.

“We are surprised. What
model they (AAP leaders)
are talking about? I would
like to warn our brothers
and sisters in Gujarat that
they will be worse off than
what they are today, at
least in the area of educa-
tion (if they buy into
Kejriwal’s claims).
Whether it is Kejriwal,
(Manish) Sisodia, or
Raghav Chadha or anyone
else, I challenge them to sit
with me for a debate based
on figures,” he said.

Dikshit said the so-
called “Delhi model” is not
development-oriented but
is touted to attract votes.

‘Kejriwal’s ‘Delhi model’
all about publicity’

Sandeep Dikshit

Ramban/Jammu, Sep 21
(PTI): National
Conference president and
Lok Sabha MP Farooq
Abdullah has expressed
hope the Supreme Court
will soon hear the peti-
tions challenging the abro-
gation of Article 370, and
also vowed to continue po-
litically the fight to restore
the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir.

He said the next assem-
bly polls will provide the
first opportunity to fight
the battle politically for
the special status of J&K
under the provisions of
constitution.

“We are in the Supreme
Court (for the restoration
of Article 370) and are
hopeful that it will hear
the petitions soon and we
will get relief from this dif-
ficult situation,” the for-
mer chief minister said.
Abdullah was chairing a

day-long convention of the
party’s block workers, of-
fice-bearers and func-
tionaries at Batote in
Ramban district on
Tuesday as part of efforts
to sensitise them on the
ongoing special summary
revision of electoral rolls.

“We are not only de-
pendent on the apex
court,” he told them. “We
are having a political fight
without asking people to

throw bricks, grenades or
use guns. Our fight is a po-
litical fight and we are
going to fight it politically.
Obviously, the first chance
we have got is the (next)
Assembly election. The
more we win, the more we
will be able to take for-
ward this in the
Assembly.”

Referring to the inde-
pendence struggle, he said
the National Conference
never abandoned the flag
of secularism.

“In 1947, the Muslim ma-
jority Jammu and
Kashmir heard the chants
of Allah-u-Akbar (God is
great) but we never accept-
ed the two nation theory.
Had we gone there, what
would have happened to
Hindus, Sikhs and
Buddhists (of Jammu and
Kashmir). They had only
option to migrate and our
fight was against it.

‘Not ready to accept India is communal’

Farooq Abdullah

Bhubaneswar, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The National
Monument Authority
(NMA) has issued no ob-
jection certificates (NoCs)
to the Odisha government
for its development and
beautification projects at
Jagannath Temple in Puri,
Lingaraj Temple in
Bhubaneswar and Sun
Temple at Konark, but
with riders.

The NMA’s NoCs have
ended the controversy
over the alleged illegal
construction near the
Shree Jagannath
Reception Centre close to
the 12th-century shrine in
Puri, but the new struc-
tures will have to be
moved slightly away from
the earlier site, a state gov-
ernment official said.

Cases were filed in the
high court against the “ir-
regularities” as petition-

ers claimed that construc-
tion work for the project
has affected the health of
the temple. Puri Collector
Samarth Varma said, “We
have received NoC for the
heritage corridor from the
National Monument
Authority. Now the work
will resume in full steam.”

One of the responsibili-
ties of the NMA, which
functions under the
Ministry of Culture, is to
consider grant of permis-
sions to applicants for con-
struction-related activity
in prohibited and regulat-
ed areas. The Sree
Jagannath reception cen-
tre will now come up in
the regulated zone of the
monument instead of in
the prohibited zone. “The
Authority recommended
grant of NoC for construc-
tion of Shree Jagannatha
Reception Centre in the
regulated area at a dis-

tance of 101.50 meters
from the protected monu-
ment,” said the NMA doc-
ument which is available
with PTI.

According to the provi-
sions of the Ancient
Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958, the
area within 100 meters of
a monument is a prohibit-
ed’ zone while that within
200 meters falls under the
regulated’ category.

However, the state gov-
ernment had earlier
planned to set up the re-
ception centre within the
prohibited zone. The NMA
put general conditions for
the heritage projects say-
ing that all new structures
to be constructed should
be non-intrusive and de-
void of any heavy archi-
tecture, undertake tempo-
rary structures wherever
possible, and use of heavy

machinery for digging
work should be avoided.
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik along with Puri’s
titular king Gajapati
Dibya Singha Deb had last
year laid the foundation
stone for the project which
seeks to provide better
amenities to pilgrims, in-
cluding toilets and cloak-
rooms. In the face of
protest and opposition, the
state government submit-
ted a fresh proposal for the
reception centre and
sought permission to shift
the proposed structure to
the regulated zone from
the prohibited zone in
April. The NMA took the
decision at a meeting held
on September 9. This
apart, the NMA has also is-
sued NoC to execute devel-
opmental works in the pro-
hibited zone of the 11th
century Lingaraj Temple
in Bhubaneswar.

Odisha gets NoCs to beautify Puri Jagannath temple

Mumbai, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
on Wednesday came down
heavily on the Mumbai
Suburban District
Collector for demolishing
a seaside crematorium
used by the fisherfolk com-
munity without giving a
hearing.

A division bench of
Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice Madhav
Jamdar noted that
Collector Nidhi
Chaudhari was aware of
the law and rules, and
hence she was trying to
subvert law.

The HC was hearing a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) filed by city resident
Chetan Vyas raising con-
cerns over the alleged
unauthorized construc-
tion of the crematorium

on Erangal beach in sub-
urban Malad. The con-
struction violated the
Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) rules, the PIL
claimed.

Earlier this month, the
high court was informed
that the crematorium was
demolished after another
bench of the HC had or-
dered joint inspection of
the site. No show-cause no-
tice or hearing was given
to the local fisherfolk com-
munity, which used the fa-
cility, before the action.

The Collector told the
court that she was follow-
ing the directions of the
Maharashtra Coastal Zone
Management Authority
(MCZMA).

The MCZMA, however,
claimed that it had only
asked the collector’s office
to conduct inquiry and

take action. The bench on
Wednesday noted that in
another matter the HC had
directed the same
Collector to take action
against the buildings vio-
lating height restrictions
near the airport.

“The same Collector
then took a completely dif-
ferent approach. She
(Chaudhari) had so many
difficulties then. She was
under orders of the court
but still she had so many
questions. We did not take
any action then,” CJ Datta
said.

“But look here. She is a
district collector. She can-
not be so naive that she
cannot tell the MCZMA
that the fisherfolk would
have to be heard first and a
fact-finding inquiry has to
be carried out,” the court
said.

HC slams Collector over demolition
of crematorium without notice 

Ranchi, Sep 21 (PTI):

A Jharkhand Congress
MLA on Wednesday
grabbed eyeballs by sit-
ting in a pool of muddy
water on a stretch of a na-
tional highway in Godda
district, protesting
against its “poor condi-
tion” and demanding im-
mediate repair work of
the road.

Deepika Pandey Singh,
the legislator from
Mahagama, also poured
muddy water all over her,
and vowed that she would
not budge unless repair ef-
forts are undertaken to fill
up the “large potholes”. “I
don’t want to get involved
in the fight between the
state government and the
Centre... This is NH-133

and authorities had taken
the responsibility to
widen this stretch in May
2022, but the Centre does
not provide funds for re-
pair of this highway...
Under the given circum-
stances, I would request
the chief minister to get it
done as people are facing
hardships,” she said.

Singh claimed she had
been demanding that re-
pair be undertaken of the
stretch of the highway for
long, but assembly com-
mittee officials did not
visit the spot.

She also criticised
Godda MP Nishikant
Dubey in a tweet, contend-
ing that “public represen-
tatives can understand the
plight of people if they
come and sit here”.

J’khand MLA protests against
‘poor’ condition of NH stretch

Sits in pool of muddy water

Kolkata, Sep 21 (PTI):

TMC MP Sougata Roy
Wednesday blamed his
suspended party associate
Partha Chatterjee for low-
ering the dignity of the of-
fice of the vice chancellor
(VC) in the wake of North
Bengal University (NBU)
VC Subiresh
Bhattacharya’s arrest by
CBI in connection with the
teacher recruitment scam.

Roy, who was talking to
reporters, said he was not
sure what special qualifi-
cations of Bhattacharya
had made the higher edu-
cation department choose
him for multiple posts -
from the chairmanship of
the School Service
Commission to the VC
from 2014 - 18, to the cur-

rent post of VC of NBU.
“Bhattacharya did not
have any loyalty to our
party. He must have been
loyal to one particular per-
son. I think the party is in
an embarrassing situation
because of Partha
Chatterjee,” the veteran
TMC leader said.
Bhattacharya was also
member of the Calcutta
University Senate
Committee and the princi-
pal of Shyamaprasad
College in the city from
which he did not resign.
“What was his great quali-
fication that a single indi-
vidual should occupy so
many posts?” Roy asked.
Expressing his anguish
over the arrest of
Bhattacharya , Roy said “A
VC is in the jail lock up.

Sougata Roy blames Partha
Chatterjee for lowering dignity

Of VC’s post

Chennai, Sep 21 (PTI):
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin on
Wednesday sought Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
intervention in the rescue
and repatriation of
Indians held in “illegal
captivity” in Myanmar,
saying they were being
forced to do illegal jobs.

The state government
has received information
that nearly 300 Indians, in-
cluding around 50 Tamils
were stuck in Myanmar
facing severe hardships,
Stalin said in a letter to
Modi. “It is informed that
they had initially gone to
Thailand for IT related
jobs through private re-
cruitment agencies. It is
now understood that they
were forcibly taken from
Thailand, to Myanmar for

carrying out illegal jobs
online. Further, reports
are being received that
they are physically as-
saulted by their employers
on their refusal to do so,”
the CM said.

The state government
was in touch with 17 such
Tamils who are “desper-
ately seeking the support
of the Government to in-
tervene quickly and res-
cue them.”

“Considering the plight
of our citizens, I request
that MEA (Minstry of
External Affairs) may be
instructed to take up the
issue with the authorities
in Myanmar for the imme-
diate rescue and safe repa-
triation of Indians held in
illegal captivity in
Myanmar,” the CM urged
Modi.

STALIN TO CENTRE

‘Rescue Indians held in 
‘illegal captivity’ in Myanmar

Seoni (MP), Sep 21
(PTI): A female ele-
phant slammed and
trampled the mahout to
death in Madhya
Pradesh’s Seoni district
after he didn’t feed her
bananas, police said on
Wednesday.

The incident occurred
at Rahiwada village
under the Bandol police
station limits, about 20
km away from the Seoni
district headquarters,
an official said.

Bandol police station
incharge Dilip
Pancheshwar said the
mahout, Bharat
Vasudev (55), used to
seek alms with the 20-
year-old elephant
“Heera” along with
some of his associates.

A day earlier, a truck
driver carrying fruits
stopped the vehicle after
seeing the elephant
walking on the road
with the mahout and of-
fered a bunch of ba-
nanas, he said. The ma-
hout, however, didn’t
feed bananas to the ele-
phant. “After seeing this,
the elephant became
angry. She lifted the ma-
hout with her trunk,
slammed him on the
road, and trampled him
to death,” the police offi-
cer said. The mahout
was taken to a hospital
where doctors declared
him dead. “The ma-
hout’s associates said it
was very unusual behav-
iour by the elephant,”
Pancheshwar said.

Not fed bananas, angry
elephant kills mahout



TTookkyyoo,,  SSeepp  2211  ((AAPP)):: A man set
himself on fire near the
Japanese prime minister’s office
in Tokyo early on Wednesday in
apparent protest against the
state funeral planned next week
for former leader Shinzo Abe,
officials and media reports said.
The man, believed to be in his
70s, sustained burns on large
parts of his body but was con-
scious and told police that he
set himself on fire after pouring
oil over himself, Kyodo News
agency reported. A note appar-
ently written by the man was
found with him that said,
“Personally, I am absolutely
against” Abe’s funeral, Kyodo
reported. A Tokyo Fire

Department official confirmed a
man set himself afire on the
street in Tokyo’s Kasumigaseki
government district and that he
was alive when he was taken to
a hospital by ambulance, but
declined to give further details,
including the man’s identity,
motive or condition, citing the
sensitivity of what was a police
matter. Tokyo police refused to
comment, including on a report
that a police officer was caught
in the fire.
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Taliban explosion 
 Islamabad: An explo-

sion in Afghanistan’s
capital has killed at
least three people and
wounded 13 others, a
Taliban official said on
Wednesday. According
to Khalid Zadran, the
Taliban-appointed
spokesman for the
Kabul police chief, the
blast occurred in a
restaurant in the city’s
western Dehmazang
neighborhood.

Energy bills 
 London: Britain’s gov-

ernment said on
Wednesday it will cap
wholesale energy bills
for businesses this
winter to ensure com-
panies don’t go bust
amid soaring energy
prices. Authorities
said the government
will pick up nearly half
of all business energy
bills for six months
starting October 1 to
ensure companies “are
able to get through this
winter.”

Iran cyberattack 
 Dubai: The website of

Iran’s Central Bank
was briefly taken
down on Wednesday as
the anonymous hack-
ing group claimed it
had targeted the web-
sites of several Iranian
state agencies. The ap-
parent cyberattack
came amid days of
protests over the death
of a woman who was
detained by the coun-
try’s morality police
for allegedly wearing
her Islamic headscarf
too loosely.

Would-be migrants, covered
in blankets, disembark 
from a boat after being 
rescued at sea as they
arrive in Dungeness,
England, Wednesday.

Moscow, Sep 21 (PTI):
President Vladimir Putin
on Wednesday announced
a “partial mobilisation” of
some 300,000 reservists
with immediate effect in
the wake of setbacks suf-
fered by Russia in its rag-
ing conflict with Ukraine,
saying it was necessary as
Moscow is fighting the
“entire military machine
of the collective West.”

Putin made the an-
nouncement in a televised
address to the nation in
which he also said that
Russia will use all the
means at its disposal to
protect its territory, warn-
ing the West that “this is
not a bluff”.

He has already signed
an Executive Order for the
call-up to start the mobili-
sation immediately.

Since early September,
Ukraine forces have swift-
ly recaptured large swaths
of land in Ukraine’s
Kharkiv region that
Russian troops took over
in early weeks of the war
which began on February
24.

The stretched-out front-
line, the constant shelling
of Russian borderline
areas by the Ukrainian
military and attacks on
liberated regions required

the call-up of servicemen
from the reserve, Putin
said in his address.

His speech comes a day
after the Lugansk and
Donetsk People’s
Republics, as well as
R u s s i a n - c o n t r o l l e d
Kherson and Zaporozhye
regions on Tuesday an-
nounced that they would
hold referendums on
whether to join Russia
from September 23-27.

Soon after Putin’s ad-
dress, Russian Defence
Minister Sergey Shoigu
announced that 300,000
people will be called up for
service during the partial
mobilisation.

“Three hundred thou-
sand reserve troops will be
called up,” Shoigu said
during a Rossiya-24 TV
broadcast.

Putin announces partial
mobilisation of reservists

NNaabblluuss  ((WWeesstt  BBaannkk)),,  SSeepp  2211
((AAPP)):: Palestinian security forces
and militants agreed to a truce
on Wednesday to end violent
clashes in a flashpoint West
Bank city, local officials said.
The violence highlighted deep
disenchantment with the inter-
nationally backed Palestinian
leadership. For now, the deal to
end the clashes eases tensions
in the area, which on Tuesday
was gripped by some of the
fiercest antagonism directed at
the Palestinian Authority in
years. The clashes erupted after
an arrest raid by Palestinian
security against local militants.
The two sides exchanged fire as
angry residents pelted an
armored jeep with objects and

chased it away. One man was
reported dead. The violence was
reminiscent of the way
Palestinians typically protest
against Israeli troops. Also
Wednesday, the body of a
Palestinian man suspected of
killing an 84-year-old Israeli
woman was found hanged in
central Tel Aviv, police said.

The unrest in Nablus reflect-
ed the deep unpopularity of the
Palestinian leadership, which is
widely seen because of its secu-
rity ties with Israel as entrench-
ing Israel’s 55-year military
occupation of the West Bank
and its nearly 3 million resi-
dents. It has also been beset by
corruption and has repeatedly
delayed elections.

Palestinians reach truce
to end West Bank clashes

NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  SSeepp  2211  ((AAPP))::
When Donald Trump sought
the presidency in 2016, a
California billionaire named
Tom Barrack made sure to
get in the mix. The pair had
been close friends for

decades before Barrack
emerged as an informal
campaign advisor. He later
became the chair of Trump’s
inaugural committee. The
problem, federal prosecu-
tors say, is that Barrack was

also secretly working at the
same time as an agent for
the United Arab Emirates,
an energy-rich U.S. ally. The
allegation has landed the
defendant in federal court
in Brooklyn. 

Opening 
statements set
for trial against
close Trump ally

Man sets himself on fire in
apparent protest of Abe funeral

Police and firefighters inspect the scene where a man is
reported to set himself on fire, near the Prime Minister’s
Office in Tokyo, Wednesday.
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Counsel students
It is indeed a matter of con-

cern that objectionable
videos are being made and
circulated on social media
causing irreparable damage
to the victims, both socially as
well as emotionally. What is
even more alarming is the
fact that youngsters are not
even aware of the dreadful
consequences of their
thoughtless actions.
Stringent measures need to
be taken by institutions and
the authorities concerned to
generate awareness among
youngsters. Counsellors must
cater to the victims and en-
able them to overcome the
stigma of such incidents and
stay emotionally and mental-
ly strong. Orientation ses-
sions should be organised for
students to help them per-
ceive the possible cyber
threats as well as their reme-
dies so that such incidents do
not take place in future.

Sumita Kanwar, By mail

Capital punishment
Provision for capital pun-

ishment is necessary as a de-
terrent to heinous crimes.It
is surprising that neither the
apex court hitherto raised
the issue of statutory defini-
tion of ‘rarest of rare’ nor
the Union Law Ministry
cared to formulate it. The
need for the same is being
felt now by the Supreme
Court. The court has dealt
with heinous cases on the
basis of available facts and
circumstances, and relevant
statutory provisions should
be in place for ready refer-
ence.

Ravinder Singh, by mail

Amarinder joins BJP
Having run out of options,

Capt Amarinder Singh could
have ideally chosen to bid
goodbye to political life.
However, Indian politicians
are not known to voluntarily
give up the perks and advan-
tages of politics. Therefore,
he has aligned with the BJP
and must now wait for the
crumbs the party has to offer.
Amarinder Singh is a spent
force in Punjab and not likely
to offer the BJP much value.
The most he can expect is a
gubernatorial post, most like-
ly in a Congress-ruled state.

Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai

A word of advice
PM Narendra Modi’s calcu-

lated advice to Russian
President Vladimir Putin that
“today’s era is not of war”, ap-
pears to have received wide-
spread appreciation across
the world. Even Putin appears
to have responded by saying
that Russia is aware of the
Indian stand on war and
peace, which is encouraging.
India’s ability to contribute to
peace and prosperity in
Eurasia is entirely dependent
on overcoming the lack of di-
rect connectivity to the re-
gion. India must devote full at-
tention to its SCO presidency
to push through new connec-
tivity initiatives with Eurasia.

SS Paul, Nadia

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Mysuru: A roundabout illuminated as part of preparations for Dussehra celebrations, in Mysuru.

PREPARATIONS FOR DUSSEHRA

Astronomers now routinely discover
planets orbiting stars outside of the
solar system they're called exoplanets.
But in summer 2022, teams working on
NASA's Transiting Exoplanet Survey
Satellite found a few particularly inter-
esting planets orbiting in the habitable
zones of their parent stars. One planet is
30% larger than Earth and orbits its star
in less than three days. The other is 70%
larger than the Earth and might host a
deep ocean. These two exoplanets are
super-Earths more massive than the
Earth but smaller than ice giants like
Uranus and Neptune. 

I'm a professor of astronomy who
studies galactic cores, distant galaxies,
astrobiology and exoplanets. I closely
follow the search for planets that might
host life. Earth is still the only place in
the universe scientists know to be home
to life. It would seem logical to focus the
search for life on Earth clones planets
with properties close to Earth's. But re-
search has shown that the best chance
astronomers have of finding life on an-
other planet is likely to be on a super-
Earth similar to the ones found recently.

CCoommmmoonn  aanndd  eeaassyy  ttoo  ffiinndd
Most super-Earths orbit cool dwarf

stars, which are lower in mass and live
much longer than the Sun. There are
hundreds of cool dwarf stars for every

star like the Sun, and scientists have
found super-Earths orbiting 40% of cool
dwarfs they have looked at. Using that
number, astronomers estimate that
there are tens of billions of super-Earths
in habitable zones where liquid water
can exist in the Milky Way alone. Since
all life on Earth uses water, water is
thought to be critical for habitability.
Based on current projections, about a
third of all exoplanets are super-Earths,
making them the most common type of
exoplanet in the Milky Way. The nearest
is only six light-years away from Earth.
You might even say that our solar system
is unusual since it does not have a planet
with a mass between that of Earth and
Neptune. Another reason super-Earths
are ideal targets in the search for life is
that they're much easier to detect and
study than Earth-sized planets. There
are two methods astronomers use to de-
tect exoplanets. One looks for the gravi-
tational effect of a planet on its parent
star and the other looks for brief dim-
ming of a star's light as the planet pass-
es in front of it. Both of these detection
methods are easier with a bigger planet.

SSuuppeerr--EEaarrtthhss  aarree  ssuuppeerr  hhaabbiittaabbllee
Over 300 years ago, German philoso-

pher Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz argued
that Earth was the "best of all possible
worlds." Leibniz's argument was meant

to address the question of why evil ex-
ists, but modern astrobiologists have ex-
plored a similar question by asking what
makes a planet hospitable to life. It turns
out that Earth is not the best of all possi-
ble worlds. Due to Earth's tectonic activ-
ity and changes in the brightness of the
Sun, the climate has veered over time
from ocean-boiling hot to planetwide,
deep-freeze cold. Earth has been unin-
habitable for humans and other larger
creatures for most of its 4.5-billion-year
history. Simulations suggest the long-
term habitability of Earth was not in-
evitable, but was a matter of chance.
Humans are literally lucky to be alive.
Researchers have come up with a list of
the attributes that make a planet very
conducive to life. Larger planets are
more likely to be geologically active, a
feature that scientists think would pro-
mote biological evolution. So the most
habitable planet would have roughly
twice the mass of the Earth and be be-
tween 20% and 30% larger by volume. It
would also have oceans that are shallow
enough for light to stimulate life all the
way to the seafloor and an average tem-
perature of 77 degrees Fahrenheit (25
degrees Celsius). It would have an at-
mosphere thicker than the Earth's that
would act as an insulating blanket.
Finally, such a planet would orbit a star

older than the Sun to give life longer to
develop, and it would have a strong
magnetic field that protects against cos-
mic radiation. Scientists think that these
attributes combined will make a planet
super habitable.

By definition, super-Earths have
many of the attributes of a super habit-
able planet. To date, astronomers have
discovered two dozen super-Earth exo-
planets that are, if not the best of all pos-
sible worlds, theoretically more habit-
able than Earth. Recently, there's been
an exciting addition to the inventory of
habitable planets. Astronomers have
started discovering exoplanets that have
been ejected from their star systems,
and there could be billions of them
roaming the Milky Way. If a super-Earth
is ejected from its star system and has a
dense atmosphere and watery surface,
it could sustain life for tens of billions of
years, far longer than life on Earth could
persist before the Sun dies.

DDeetteeccttiinngg  lliiffee  oonn  ssuuppeerr--EEaarrtthhss
To detect life on distant exoplanets,

astronomers will look for biosignatures,
byproducts of biology that are de-
tectable in a planet's atmosphere.
NASA's James Webb Space Telescope
was designed before astronomers had
discovered exoplanets, so the telescope
is not optimised for exoplanet research.

But it is able to do some of this science
and is scheduled to target two potential-
ly habitable super-Earths in its first year
of operations. Another set of super-
Earths with massive oceans discovered
in the past few years, as well as the plan-
ets discovered this summer, are also
compelling targets for James Webb. But
the best chances for finding signs of life
in exoplanet atmospheres will come with
the next generation of giant, ground-
based telescopes: the 39-meter
Extremely Large Telescope, the Thirty
Meter Telescope and the 24.5-meter
Giant Magellan Telescope. These tele-
scopes are all under construction and
set to start collecting data by the end of
the decade. Astronomers know that the
ingredients for life are out there, but
habitable does not mean inhabited. Until
researchers find evidence of life else-
where, it's possible that life on Earth was
a unique accident.While there are many
reasons why a habitable world would not
have signs of life, if, over the coming
years, astronomers look at these super
habitable super-Earths and find nothing,
humanity may be forced to conclude
that the universe is a lonely place.

--  CChhrriiss  IImmppeeyy
University Distinguished Professor of

Astronomy, University of Arizona
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T
he Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is drawing flak from various
quarters. Opposition parties are accusing it of converting itself into a

pliant tool of the government for harassing and intimidating their leaders and
whitewashing cases where big guns of the ruling party are involved. After the
arrest of some party leaders and a prominent minister belonging to the
Trinamool Congress, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee announced
that she would launch an agitation against the operations of the CBI and court
arrest, if necessary. Some of the criticism may have substance in it but the ma-
jority is without foundation. For example, corruption charges against the
Trinamool bigwigs in West Bengal are not trumped up. The Enforcement
Directorate has recovered crores of rupees as well as a huge amount of gold
jewellery from the house of a TMC minister and his girlfriend. Recently, the CBI
unearthed enormous cash and jewellery from the house of another prominent
leader in Birbhum district of West Bengal. Many other skeletons are tumbling
out of the cupboards. The problem confronted by the CBI is that at present, it is
functioning under multiple bosses. Administrative control is exercised by the
government through the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), which
enjoys the administrative power of transfer, promotion, posting and discipli-
nary control. The Ministry of Law gives the final opinion regarding the ultimate
fate of cases and allegedly manipulates the opinion in respect of cases which
are of interest to the government. The closure of Bofors cases is an example.
Now the selection of the CBI chief is being done according to the procedure
prescribed by the Lok Pal Act, 2013. He is to be appointed by a committee com-
prising the Prime Minister, Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and the
Chief Justice of India or a judge of the Supreme Court nominated by the Chief
Justice. It is hoped that the present procedure of selection of the CBI chief will
result in transparent selection of officers with a spine. The chief has a two-year
tenure, as laid down by the apex court in Vineet Narain’s case. But now a
change in the tenure has been effected by amending the Delhi Police
Establishment Act, 1946. The CBI chief will have a fixed two-year tenure but
can be given three annual extensions. No further extension will be given on
completion of five years in total. The tenure of the chief, if he is capable and
upright, can be made five years instead of two. The FBI Director in the US has a
tenure of 10 years. The provision of annual extension of tenure has been insert-
ed now. The Act enables the government to exercise undue pulls and pressures
on the incumbent. There should also be clear stipulation that on retirement,
the CBI director should be debarred from holding any office under the govern-
ment. Appointment of a former director as Governor of a state or a member of
the NHRC is totally wrong and helps the government to dangle carrots before
the incumbents to secure their allegiance. Notwithstanding controversies and
criticism, the CBI remains a competent professional organisation. The convic-
tion rate of cases investigated by it is about 67 per cent, comparable to that of
other well-known investigative agencies of the world. In many sensitive and
sensational cases, there is a public clamour for investigation by the CBI. The
meticulousness of its painstaking investigation in cases like the Rajiv Gandhi
murder case has won appreciation from all. But in many cases where the gov-
ernment is an interested party, there are seen and unseen pressures on the CBI
to toe the line desired by the government. Most of the CBI directors, instead of
standing their ground, follow the path of least resistance. The autonomy of the
CBI, as one of its directors frankly conceded, has become a myth. In the coal
block allocation case, the Supreme Court had to rap the CBI for showing the
status report to the Law Minister and officials of the Coal Ministry and making
additions and deletions which virtually changed the core of the status report
and subverted the integrity of the investigation. It dubbed the CBI as a “caged
parrot” which has to be liberated. But liberation of the caged parrot is not
going to be an easy job. It will require a slew of well-conceived and well-
planned corrective measures. First, a powerful body like the CBI must have an
Act laying down comprehensively its duties and functions. At present, there is
no such Act. The Second Administrative Reforms Commission strongly recom-
mended such an Act to govern the working of the CBI. The law passed by
Parliament must insulate the CBI from pulls and pressures and make it truly in-
dependent and apolitical. For this, there are models in other countries which
with modifications can be suitably adopted. Also, there should be a compre-
hensive inquiry into the working of the CBI by an eminent professional of unim-
peachable integrity or by a parliamentary committee — and the recommenda-
tions of such a committee have to be implemented both in letter and spirit. At
present, the CBI has to take up investigations of various odd cases that have
nothing to do with corruption. This dents the core competence of the organisa-
tion. In many cases, the CBI refuses to take up the investigation but ultimately
has to do so because of the court’s orders or the pressure of public opinion. No
matter who is pulling the strings, misuse of the CBI is unacceptable as it weak-
ens the foundations of this national institution and, in turn, undermines the
country’s constitutional and democratic framework. The fact that several
Opposition leaders have switched over to the BJP in recent months, especially
in Punjab and Goa, is worrisome as it is attributed to the prospect of ‘immunity
from prosecution’ by the Opposition. The judiciary has an important role to
play here to rein in the Central agencies whenever they show overzealousness
or high-handedness. The nationwide crackdown on corruption is welcome, but
it should not be dictated by a politically-motivated pick-and-choose approach.
The Modi government has shown a disturbing propensity for diminishing the
integrity of its premier policing agencies to benefit its own. The NIA and the
CBI are institutions that have to be strengthened. Investigative agencies,
whose integrity is in doubt, will have no other effect but to undermine public
confidence and weaken the state.

CBI Under Cloud 

T hree decades after militancy closed cinemas in Kashmir, Srinagar has
got its first multiplex. Local shope not only for entertainment, but inspi-

ration for a  regional  film  industry  and  a  fall  in  the unemployment rate. With
the inauguration of Kashmir’s first ever multiplex by Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha in Srinagar, the experience of watching a film in a theatre returns
to the Valley after gap of 32 years after the separatist militants imposed 'ban'
on cinema and enforced it with repression and violence. It's heartening to note
that a prominent political and business family with stake in entertainment, edu-
cation and hospitality, completed construction of a multiplex of three auditori-
ums with 520 seats. The complex will screen popular Indian films. The purpose
behind opening theaters in Kashmir is two-fold -- to provide facilities for enter-
tainment to children and to strengthen the bond between Kashmir and the
Indian film industry. Kashmir’s relationship with Indian film industry was very
good in the past, so it will be a contribution towards reviving the previous ties.
Against this backdrop, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha's government intro-
duced Jammu and Kashmir's first film policy in early 2021 with the commitment
of security, financial and logistic support to the people who were interested in
shooting their films in the Union Territory or to revive and establish theatres in
the valley. A number of  the film producers have since submitted their proposals
to the government. Kashmir used to be the outdoor shooting hub for Bollywood
and other Indian films from 1940 to 1989. MG Ramachandran, J Jayalalitha, Dilip
Kumar, Nargis, Shammi Kapoor, Shashi Kapoor, Amitabh Bachchan, Rajesh
Khanna and Dimple Kapadia were among the top Indian film celebrities who
acted in a long list of  the Indian movies shot in Kashmir. Even after the closure
of cinema, more than 20 Indian films, including Vidhu Vinod Chopra's' Mission
Kashmir' and 'Shikara', Vishal Bhardwaj's' Haider' and Vivek Agnihotri's
'Kashmir Files', were shot in Kashmir. It was at the start of  a separatist-Islamist
movement in Kashmir, cinema, beauty parlours, video libraries, wine shops and
other entertainment outlets were 'banned' across the Valley by militants with
the ultimate deadline of December 31, 1989, after a six-month-long sustained
campaign. Dukhtaran-e-Millat of Asiya Andrabi and' Air Marshal Noor Khan',
with the guerrilla outfits' Allah Tigers' and 'Hizbullah' at their back, were at the
forefront of the campaign which received the first peoples support during a
flare up against Salman Rushdie's controversial novel 'SatanicVerses'.  After
Farooq  Abdullah's  National Conference (NC) returned to power in 1996, sever-
al attempts were made by the state government to revive cinema. Three the-
atres were reopened in Srinagar, but the militants unleashed a fresh wave of
fear. Consequently, all the three theatres were again closed. While every move
to normalise life in Kashmir is welcome, the biggest move, without which the
sum of others won’t get traction, is holding elections in J&K. Gains from the nul-
lification of Article 370 cannot fully materialise unless Kashmir’s people are
made  to  feel  like  stakeholders  in  their own development. And that can only
happen if J&K is ableto elect its own politicians to manage its affairs. Therefore,
the Election Commission must stick to its November 25 deadline for the final
publication of electoral rolls. There will be controversies, but that’s part and
parcel of politics everywhere in India. If polls can’t be held in deep winter, EC
must decide on an earliest possible date next year.

Kashmir multiplex, 
a new dawn of hope

T he Economist magazine
has termed the

Shanghai Corporation
Organization (SCO) a 'Talking
Shop' and perhaps rightly so.
Once again vital regional chal-
lenges such as cooperation, con-
nectivity and economy that the
region faces have been ignored
at the 22nd SCO Summit held in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan, be-
tween September 15 and 16. At
least four of the permanent
members of SCO are at logger-
heads with each other or with
their immediate neighbours.
The Russian war in Ukraine
has created uncertainty about
the global supply of gas and oil.
Pakistan is grappling with ter-
rorism in its northern region of
Khyber Pakhtunkhawa as well
as wrestling with armed sepa-
ratists in the southwestern
province of Balochistan.

Diplomatic tensions run high
with Afghanistan after Pakistan
accused the former of provid-
ing the UN-designated terrorist
Masood Azhar with sanctuary.
India is busy tackling terrorist
infiltration from Pakistan as
well as serious border tensions
with China. It was obvious from
the start that this summit will
not be a collective consultative
conference but will end up be-
coming an opportunity for SCO
member states to hold one-to-
one meetings on the sidelines.
On September 15, Chinese
President Xi Jinping held a
meeting with the president of
Uzbekistan signing a $16-billion

investment deal. Another deal
sealed at the SCO summit side-
line meetings was that between
Russia and Uzbekistan which
amounts to $4.6 billion.
According to the deal signed
with China, it will construct a
China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan
railway.

The deal signed with Russia
was in the machinery, chemi-
cals, petrochemicals and geolo-
gy sectors of Uzbekistan's econ-
omy. Russian President
Vladimir Putin met with his
Turkish counterpart Recep
Tayyip Erdogan in which
Russia promised to support
Turkey becoming a permanent

member of the SCO in return
for Turkey not to object the gas
pipeline of which 750 km has al-
ready been laid down via Iran
and needs to be built a further
250 km into Pakistani territory.
During a half-an-hour closed-
door meeting held at the
Summer Palace residence of
the President of Uzbekistan be-
tween Xi Jinping and Erdogan,
it is believed that a billion-dollar
grain deal was struck which
will enable China to earn bil-
lions of dollars from Turkey.

The Prime Minister of
Pakistan choked several times
during his speech at the summit
describing that his country had
turned into a sea of water, but
no collective relief package was
offered, leaving him high and
dry. Moreover, the SCO summit

failed to persuade Putin to end
the devastating war in Ukraine
or for that matter China's illegal
economic expansion into the
disputed territories of Gilgit-
Baltistan under the guise of the
so-called CPEC, which is part of
her larger Belt and Road
Initiative programme.

The Russian president and
Chinese head of state both
seemed to have come to a trade
fair. Both were cutting trade
deals left, right and centre.
Putin was negotiating the price
of gas and oil sales to pauper
Pakistan and Xi was expanding
Belt and Road Initiative into
central Asia via Uzbekistan.

The purpose of the summit
should have been to collectively
find solutions to the menace of
terrorism, slack connectivity
and solving the energy crisis.
Instead, it ludicrously became
an exercise of collective inac-
tion. Tensions among SCO
member states run so high that
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was unable to
hold a one-to-one meeting with
his Pakistan and Chinese coun-
terparts.

One of the main reasons for
the SCO summit to fail to come
up with a joint declaration
seems to be the lack of will of
both China and Russia to with-
draw from their desire to ex-
pand their hegemonic influence
in their economic and political
spheres. None of the above

countries initiated a debate in
their home countries for peace
and reconciliation. The war jin-
goism which has become the
benchmark of Xi's politics has
antagonized the wider Chinese
population to an extent that re-
versing that could become a
cause for Xi's downfall.
Therefore, there was no collec-
tively agreed agenda for the
summit to discuss. No pre-sum-
mit discussion was held among
the leaders of the member coun-
tries which would have been a
precursor for any product
roadmap. The only country that
stood its ground was India as
Modi moved among the world
leader like a sage advising Putin
to consider peaceful means to
forward his diplomatic ambi-
tions.

India has become the fifth
largest economy in the world
surpassing the UK. As India
moves forward to become the
new manufacturing hub of the
world, it is most unlikely that
SCO will be able to become a
forum for regional peace and
economic cooperation. China, it
seems, will use all means avail-
able to sabotage India. India's
economic growth is led by the de-
sire to meet the needs of both its
population and the wider world.
China's economic growth, on the
other hand, is driven by imperi-
alistic economic expansionism
driven by greed. Modi's advice to
Putin that this was the era of
peace is the key approach to
achieving regional peace which
in turn is vital for the region.
However, for this to happen the
member countries of the SCO
will have to strike a balance be-
tween need and greed. For now,
it seems it will take quite some
time before the current conflict
between need and greed will re-
solve itself.

(Dr Amjad Ayub Mirza is an
author and a human rights

activist from Mirpur in
PoJK. He currently lives in

exile in the UK.) 

SCO summit: Conflict between need and greed

Super-Earths are bigger, more common 
and more habitable than Earth itself

DR AMJAD AYUB MIRZA 
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GST rates

Bengaluru:
Following criticism
over GST council's de-
cision on taxing cer-
tain essential com-
modities, Karnataka
Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai
said the next council
meeting would dis-
cuss regarding cer-
tain matters on imple-
mentation of rates. He
was responding to re-
marks by Deputy
Leader of Congress in
the Legislative
Assembly U T Khader
and that party's senior
MLA R V Deshpande,
who expressed con-
cerns about bringing
certain essential com-
modities under GST.
"All aspects were dis-
cussed in the GST
Council and a deci-
sion was arrived at
unanimously, certain
things like curd it is
not taxing curd, but
on branded curd and
its packing; they were
unable to take credit
so 5 per cent tax, actu-
ally the rate has to
come down, but they
are not passing it on to
the consumers,"
Bommai said.

Sustainable hotels
New Delhi:
Hospitality and trav-
el-tech firm OYO is
currently working to-
wards bringing a
'green tag' for sus-
tainable hotels listed
on its platform, CEO
Ankit Gupta said on
Tuesday. The 'green
tag' will be assigned
to hotels that are eco-
friendly in terms of
features like using
solar power en-
hanced efficient
lighting and rainwa-
ter harvesting. "We
are working towards
a 'green tag' for all
sustainable hotels on
our platform," Gupta
said at a Ficci event
here. Sharing OYO's
future plans, he said,
"We are basically
thinking about
launching green
tagged hotels, hotels
that are eco-friendly
in terms of using
solar power en-
hanced efficient
lighting, rainwater
harvesting or the
likes of it and for the
more eco-friendly
customers".

Appointment

New Delhi: The
Reserve Bank has ap-
proved the appoint-
ment of its former
deputy governor R
Gandhi as non-execu-
tive part time chair-
man of Yes Bank for
three years, a regula-
tory filing said.
Gandhi's appoint-
ment comes into ef-
fect from September
20, 2022. Yes Bank, in
its regulatory filing
on Tuesday, said the
appointment follows
recommendation of
its board of directors
to the RBI. The
Reserve Bank vide its
letter dated
September 20, 2022
has approved the ap-
pointment of Rama
Subramaniam
Gandhi as non-execu-
tive (part time) chair-
man of the bank for a
period of three years
effective from
Tuesday, Yes Bank
said.

New Delhi, Sep 21: 

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) on
Wednesday slashed India's
GDP growth forecast for
FY23 to 7 per cent from the
earlier estimate of 7.2 per
cent mainly on account of
higher inflation and a
tight monetary policy.
India's economy grew 13.5
per cent year-on-year in
the first quarter of 2022-23,
reflecting strong growth in
services, ADB said in its
second supplement to
Asian Development
Outlook Report 2022 (ADO
2022). "However, GDP
growth is revised down
from ADO 2022's forecasts

to 7 per cent for FY2022
(ending March 2023) and
7.2 per cent for FY2023
(ending March 2024) as
price pressures are expect-
ed to adversely impact do-
mestic consumption, and
sluggish global demand
and elevated oil prices will
likely be a drag on net ex-
ports," ADB said. ADB re-
leases the flagship ADO re-
port in April every year. It
had then projected the
Indian economy to grow at
7.5 per cent in FY23 and 8
per cent in FY24. In the
first supplement to ADO
2022 in July, it however
trimmed the growth fore-
cast for FY23 to 7.2 per cent
and for FY24 to 7.8 per cent
citing higher-than antici-
pated inflation since April
and monetary tightening
by RBI due to fallout of the
economic impact of the

war in Ukraine, among
others.

Rising global oil and
commodity prices and
supply constraints follow-
ing the Russian invasion
of Ukraine have stoked
inflation, said the report,
adding that domestic fac-
tors, such as heatwaves
and heavy rainfall, are
having a major impact on
inflation. "Inflation has
turned out to be more per-
sistent than expected, and
led to a sharp tightening
in monetary policy," it
said. India's headline in-
flation averaged 7.3 per
cent in April-June, 2022-23
and continued to breach
RBI's monetary policy tar-
get of 2-6 per cent in July
and August. It was mainly
due to increases in food
prices, accounting for
nearly 45 per cent of the

consumption basket, the
report said. Rising prices
of domestically-grown
vegetables accounted for
35 per cent of food infla-
tion. However, India's de-
pendence on food imports
has come down over the
years to 4.3 per cent of
total merchandise im-
ports. RBI has increased
the policy rate by 140
basis points in this fiscal
year to contain inflation-
ary expectations. Last
week, Fitch Ratings
slashed India's growth
projection to 7 per cent for
current fiscal year citing
elevated inflationary lev-
els and higher interest
rates.

ADB in its latest report
has also cut China's GDP
forecast to 3.3 per cent in
2022 from 5 per cent pro-
jected earlier.

ADB cuts India’s GDP
forecast for FY23 to 7 pc
̈ On elevated 

inflation, monetary
tightening

New Delhi, Sep 21: 

Volkswagen Passenger
Cars India on Wednesday
said it will increase
prices of its entire prod-
uct range by up to 2 per
cent from October 1 in
order to offset the impact
of rising input costs. The
automaker sells models
like Virtus, Taigun and

Tiguan in the domestic
market. "Effective
October 1, 2022,
Volkswagen Passenger
Cars India will be in-
creasing prices by up to 2
per cent across its prod-
uct portfolio owing to ris-
ing input costs," a
Volkswagen Passenger
Cars India spokesperson
said in a statement.

Volkswagen to hike prices
by up to 2 pc from Oct 1

Rupee falls 26
paise to close at
80 against dollar

Mumbai, Sep 21:  

The rupee declined by 26 paise
to close at 80.00 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Wednesday, tracking the
strength of the American cur-
rency in the overseas market
and a muted trend in domestic
equities. Forex traders said
investors are awaiting the US
Fed's policy decision on interest
rates for further cues.
Moreover, risk-off mood and
firm crude oil prices weighed
on the local unit. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange market,
the domestic currency opened
at 79.81 per dollar. It hovered in
a range of 79.79 to 80.00 during
the session.
The rupee finally settled at
80.00, down 26 paise over its
previous close. On Tuesday, the
rupee had closed 7 paise higher
at 79.74. "The dollar appreciat-
ed against major currencies
ahead of an expected interest
rate hike by the Federal Reserve
and as Russia's escalation of
war enervated investors'
appetite for risk," said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities. 

Hyderabad, Sep 21: 

Country's largest iron
ore producer NMDC was
conferred with National
Awards for Excellence in
CSR and Sustainability be-
stowed by ET Ascent in
Bengaluru today.
Company's Director
(Production) Dilip Kumar
Mohanty received the ac-
colades presented to
NMDC for Sustainable
Income Generation and
Best Overall CSR
Excellence.

The mining major has
invested decades in en-
hancing the quality of life
of its host communities
while ensuring that the de-
velopment is socio-cultur-
ally sustainable. NMDC's

CSR Focus Areas -
Education, Health, Skill
D e v e l o p m e n t ,
Infrastructure, and Safe
Drinking Water are creat-
ing value and opportuni-
ties for people in the hin-
terlands of India. The
company has demonstrat-
ed consciousness and com-
mitment in its approach

towards the environment.
Known as the Eco-
Friendly Miners, NMDC's
responsible mine planning
has been lauded by the
Indian Bureau of Mines
with a 5 Star Rating to all
its complexes.

Dilip Kumar Mohanty
expressed his gratitude to
ET Ascent for honouring

NMDC's contribution to-
wards the social and sus-
tainable development of
our nation. He said,
"NMDC is working relent-
lessly to achieve our na-
tion building goals of min-
eral security, sustainabili-
ty and self-reliance."

Commending his team's
meticulous efforts towards
CSR and Sustainability,
Sumit Deb, CMD, NMDC
said, "As the country's min-
ing major, NMDC is com-
mitted to shape a sustain-
able and resilient future for
India. We are consulting
with our stakeholders on
every step and harnessing
the power of technology at
our mines to ensure
growth for our company
and the community."

NMDC wins National Awards for
Excellence in CSR and Sustainability

Mumbai, Sep 21:  

Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch on
Wednesday said any busi-
ness on the 'black box'
model that cannot be audit-
ed or validated will not be
permitted. She also said
since data is a public infra-
structure, any attempt by
any private party to own
them cannot be tolerated.
"We are not for or against
algo trading as long as
there is sufficient trans-
parency and disclosures.
Business models cannot
rely on a black box which is
not open to sunlight.. there-
fore any claim that cannot
be audited and validated
cannot be permitted," Buch
said addressing the Global
Fintech Fest here this

morning. The warnings
from the markets regulator
come amid reports that it
may clamp down on algo
trading, which in the past
has been misused by cer-
tain brokers with the con-
nivance of top NSE offi-
cials. Earlier this month,
Sebi had issued new guide-
lines for stock brokers pro-
viding algorithmic trading
services after it was found

that certain stock brokers
provide algorithmic trad-
ing facilities to investors
through unregulated plat-
forms. On September 2, it
said the new guidelines are
aimed at preventing in-
stances of mis-selling.
Unregulated platforms are
offering algorithmic trad-
ing services or strategies to
investors for automated ex-
ecution of trades. Such
services and strategies are
being marketed with
"claims" of high returns on
investment," Sebi said in a
circular. Further, "ratings"
have been assigned to the
strategies, which can lead
to investors being lured by
such claims. This may
amount to mis-selling of
such services and strate-
gies to investors, it added.

Businesses cannot be run on ‘black box’
model : Sebi chief on algo trading

Mumbai, Sep 21:  

Warning against mush-
rooming of lending apps
and their usurious recov-
ery prices, the Reserve
Bank said it is not interest-
ed in penalizing operators
or stifling innovation but
wants them to follow the
rules of the game, gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das said
on Tuesday. Addressing the
third edition of the global
fintech summit here this
evening, he said the inten-
tion of the central bank is
not to penalize or stifle any-
one but to ensure that
everyone follows traffic
rules. The statement as-
sumes importance in the
wake of the recent inci-
dences wherein a few peo-
ple who borrowed through
these apps have been
forced to commit suicide
and the last week's inci-
dence of a young pregnant
woman being mowed down

by the recovery agents of
Mahindra Finance which
financed her father's trac-
tor in Bihar. Since the past
two years, when the nega-
tive loan app incidents
began to surface the cen-
tral bank had made many
changes in the rule book,
including mandating the
loan apps to upfront dis-
close on whose NBFC's or
bank's behalf the money
was being disbursed.

Why the RBI has not in-
troduced the first loss de-
fault guarantee in the re-
cently introduced guide-

lines for the lending apps,
the governor said, our in-
tention is not to penalize
anybody or stifle anyone
else activity. All that we are
saying is that please follow
the traffic rules, Das said.

The Reserve Bank will
continue to be supportive
of it (digital lending) and
will welcome it. We will, in
fact, go two steps forward
to discuss with you if you
just take one step forward.
But having said that, these
innovations also must be
responsible and should en-
hance the efficiency and re-
siliency of the financial
system while benefiting
the consumer. Robust inter-
nal product and service as-
surance framework togeth-
er with fair and transpar-
ent governance will go a
long way to safeguard the
interest of customers and
ensure long-term sustain-
ability of fintech entities
themselves, Das said.

RBI wants fintech operators to follow
rules of game: Shaktikanta Das

New Delhi, Sep 21: 

The government is work-
ing to extend incentives
under the production linked
incentive (PLI) scheme to
more sectors, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said. The gov-
ernment has announced PLI
schemes for 14 sectors, in-
cluding white goods, textiles
and auto components. The
objective of the PLI scheme
is to make domestic manu-
facturing globally competi-
tive, create global champi-
ons in manufacturing, boost
exports and create jobs. "We
came up with PLI for 14 sec-
tors apart from semiconduc-
tor... We are willing to go the
extra mile in other sectors.
We are working on a few PLI
schemes already," Goyal said
at an event here. There are
demands for extending the
PLI scheme for sectors like
toys, certain electronic com-
ponents, furniture and bicy-

cles. Talking about his re-
cent visit to Saudi Arabia,
the minister said there is
huge potential to increase
cooperation in areas like fin-
tech, education, infrastruc-
ture, renewable energy, e-
commerce, e-gaming and
health. Saudi Arabia wants
Indian educational insti-
tutes to set up campuses
there, and expand dual de-
grees, he added. He also said
Indian infrastructure com-
panies should explore mar-
kets in other countries as
huge demand is there world-
wide for infrastructure in-
vestments.

Working on PLI schemes
for more sectors: Goyal

New Delhi, Sep 21: 

The government will "very
soon" announce the export
quota of sugar for the next
marketing year starting
October, Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey said on
Wednesday. He did not dis-
close the quantity of sugar
exports that will be allowed
for the 2022-23 marketing year
(October-September). "Very
soon," Pandey told reporters
here when asked about the
new export policy and quota
for the 2022-23 marketing
year. The secretary was
speaking on the sidelines of a
sugar and ethanol conference
organised by the Indian Sugar
Mills Association (ISMA) and
Datagro. In May, the govern-
ment imposed restrictions on
the export of sugar beyond 10
million tonnes, but later
allowed another 1.2 million
tonnes of shipments, taking

the total to 11.2 million tonnes
for the 2021-22 marketing
year. India's sugar exports
stood at 7 million tonnes in the
2020-21 marketing year, 5.9
million tonnes in 2019-20 and
3.8 million tonnes in 2018-19.
Industry body ISMA President
Aditya Jhunjhunwala said the
sugar production after the
diversion of sugar for 2022-23
is estimated at 35.5 million
tonnes while the domestic
demand is 27.5 million tonnes.
"We can export 8 million
tonnes of sugar in 2022-23
marketing year. 

Govt will very soon announce
sugar export quota for 2022-23

mkt year: Food Secy

Mumbai, Sep 21: 

Swedish luxury car maker,
Volvo Car India today launched
its latest range of Petrol mild-
hybrid cars in India. The new
2023 lineup includes the Petrol
mild-hybrid version of the com-
pany’s popular compact luxury
SUV, The XC40. The other 2023
models launched today include
- the luxury sedan S90, Volvo’s
best-selling mid-size luxury SUV
XC60 and the company’s flag-
ship luxury SUV, XC90. With
these introductions, the compa-
ny completes its transition to
complete Petrol mild-hybrids,
moving closer to Volvo Cars

sustainable mobility ambition
and in sync with company strat-
egy of becoming an all-electric
company by 2030. The new
Petrol mild-hybrid Volvo XC40 is
priced at Rs. 45,90,000 ex-show-
room. For the upcoming festive
season, the company is offering
a special Hassle-free price of Rs
43,20,000 for a limited period.
Powered by 1969-cc engine
paired with a 48-volt battery,
the XC40 has a touring chassis
that ensures a smoother ride on
bumpy roads. An additional
safety feature in the XC40 mild
hybrid is the Blind Spot
Information System (BLIS) with
Cross traffic alert. 

Volvo Car India launches new
Petrol Mild-Hybrid range

Ahmedabad, Sep 21:  

Adani Transmission
Ltd (ATL), India’s largest
private power distribu-
tion company and the
transmission arm of the
diversified Adani Group,
has submitted its Green
House Gases (GHG) emis-
sion reduction plans and
targets to Science Based
Targets initiative (SBTi),
an international initia-
tive for containing global
warming. ATL has sub-
mitted its detailed plan
and targets for GHG emis-
sion reduction to SBTi
within one year from its
commitment to con-
tribute to contain global
warming. As a part of its

continued focus on sus-
tainable growth and its
net zero journey, ATL
committed for the SBTi in
October 2021. ATL will act
in alignment with the
much-needed climate ac-
tion and devise a strategy
to restrict global warm-
ing to 1.5 °C. To meet
these targets associated
with the SBTi commit-
ment, ATL has rolled out
definite strategies. In a
first-of-its-kind initiative
in the country, ATL’s sub-
sidiary AEML (Adani
Electricity Mumbai Ltd)
has introduced green tar-
iffs, which enables AEML
consumers to opt for
green energy and receive
a Green Power Certificate
every month. This initia-
tive is popular with con-
sumers who wish to re-
duce their carbon foot-
print.

Adani Transmission to
become net-zero by 2050
̈ Commits to the 

target 1.5° C above
pre-industrial levels

Mumbai, Sep 21: 

National, Sep, 2022:
Amazon.in’s festive event,
‘The Amazon Great Indian
Festival’ (GIF) 2022 will
start from September 23,
2022, with Prime members
getting early access.
Customers can enjoy never-
seen-before deals on the
widest selection of prod-
ucts from lakhs of Small
Medium Business
(SMBs).GIF 2022 will also
showcase products from
Amazon sellers under vari-
ous other programs such as
Amazon Launchpad,
Amazon Saheli, Amazon
Karigar, as well as top
Indian and global brands
across categories.
Commenting on the an-
nouncement Manish
Tiwary, Country Manager,
India Consumer Business,
Amazon India said, “We
are excited to serve our cus-

tomers with millions of
sellers offering a wide se-
lection of domestic and in-
ternational brands, prod-
ucts from 2 lakh local
stores, traditional artisans
and weavers, and innova-
tive offerings from various
startups. Amazon Great
India Festival will offer cus-
tomers to shop from India’s
largest selection across
electronics, grocery, fash-
ion and beauty, everyday es-
sentials, and more. We are
delighted to partner with
leading brands to launch
more than 2,000 new prod-
ucts and delivery products
with speed and safety
across all serviceable pin
code of India. We will con-
tinue to maximise seller
and partner success and
provide the convenience of
shopping in 8 regional lan-
guages along with English,
while giving the option to
also shop using voice.

Axis Bank, Square
Yards launches

Open Doors
Mumbai, Sep 21: 

Axis Bank, India’s third largest
private sector bank and Square
Yards, India’s largest integrated
Real Estate platform, today
announced the launch of ‘Open
Doors’,a novel, co-branded Home
Buyer Ecosystem. This unique
platform will ensure that the
complete journey from searching
to buying one’s own dreamhome
becomes a hassle-free, efficient,
and delightful experience for
customers. Open Doors is a first-
of-its-kindunified platform,
designed to address the entire
gamut of customer queries relat-
ed to residential property.
Customers looking to purchase a
house can now avail end-to-end
home buying assistance, exclu-
sive builder inventory access,
seamless home loan processing
and other ecosystem services
including rental and property
management, home furnishing,
and legal and technical services-
everything under one roof in a
cost-effective manner. 

Amazon Great Indian
Festival 2022 to start Sep 23

Honoured to be helming a
remarkable character in

‘Captain Miller’:
Nivedhithaa Sathish

T
he unit of director Arun Matheswaran's
much-awaited Dhanush-starrer 'Captain
Miller' on Tuesday announced that ac-

tress Nivedhithaa Sathish would be joining
the cast of the film.

Only recently, the unit had announced
that actress Priyanka Mohan would be play-
ing the female lead of the film and that
Telugu star Sundeep Kishan would be es-
saying an important character.

Sathya Jyothi Films, which is producing
the film, tweeted, "We are happy to wel-
come the super talented and beautiful
Nivedhithaa Satish on board for 'Captain
Miller'." Nivedhitaa Sathish tweeted,
"Truly honoured to be helming a remark-
able character that is close to my heart.
Thank you for believing in me Captain

Arun Matheswaran and to be performing
alongside an actor who has been a solid in-

spiration, is surreal. Looking forward to this
Dhanush K Raja sir. 'Captain Miller'."
The film has music by G V Prakash Kumar

and dialogues by Madhan Karky.
Cinematography for the film is by Shreyaas
Krishna and editing is by Nagooran.

A
c t r e s s
R a d h i k a
Apte, who will

be seen sharing
screen space with Saif
Ali Khan for the third
time in the upcoming
film 'Vikram Vedha',
says she is very com-
fortable working with
the actor, with whom
she has previously
worked in 'Sacred
Games' and
'Baazaar'.

'Vikram Vedha',
which also stars
Hrithik Roshan, is di-
rected by Pushkar-
Gayatri. Speaking
about her collabora-

tion and
why she decided to do

this film, Radhika said:
"I chose 'Vikram Vedha'

because I really enjoyed
the subject, I saw the orig-

inal one, the south one. Also
of course the directors are so

wonderful, and the cast that I
wanted the opportunity to

work with them. Working with
Saif is great, it's my third proj-
ect with him."

"I feel very comfortable work-
ing with him, and I really like
him as a person, he's very funny
and whenever I've met him had
interesting conversations."

She then spoke about work-
ing with Hrithik Roshan. "And I

met Hrithik for the first time
and I had a scene with him and
it was really lovely so yeah. I do
like what the directors are try-
ing to say in the film, I like their
style, I like them as people, and
our collaboration was a really
really lovely experience."

'Vikram Vedha' is an action-
thriller written & directed by
Pushkar-Gayatri. The story of
'Vikram Vedha' is full of twists
and turns, as a tough cop
Vikram (Saif Ali Khan) sets out
to track and chase a dreaded
gangster Vedha (Hrithik
Roshan). What unfolds is a cat-
and-mouse chase, where Vedha -

a master storyteller helps
Vikram peel back layers
through a series of stories lead-
ing to thought-provoking moral
ambiguities.

'Vikram Vedha' is presented
by Gulshan Kumar, T-Series
and Reliance Entertainment in
association with Friday
Filmworks & Jio Studios and a
YNOT Studios Production.

The film is directed by
Pushkar & Gayatri and pro-
duced by Bhushan Kumar and
S. Sashikanth and Reliance
Entertainment. Vikram Vedha
will hit the big screens globally
on September 30.

B
ollywood
actor Arbaaz
Khan, who turned

producer with Salman Khan-
starrer 'Dabangg', has roped in

ace actress Raveena Tandon for
his next production 'Patna Shukla'

which is a social drama.
He reveals: "It's a social drama but

since we as a production house believe
in entertaining our audience, the film

was written like that. 'Patna Shukla'
has all the ingredients that an Indian

audience wants to watch."
Khan, who is known for his negative

roles in films like 'Daraar' and 'Qayamat:
City Under Threat' was also seen in
movies such as 'Shootout at

Lokhandwala', 'Pyaar Kiya To Darna Kya'
and many more.
While talking about the film he says that

audiences will see Raveena in a complete-
ly distinct look: "Wait to see Raveena in a
never seen before avatar. Even when
she was at the peak of her career
while doing hardcore masala
movies, Raveena never turned her
back on meaningful cinema.
'Patna Shukla' is the perfect ex-
ample of pure cinema meets en-
tertainment," he adds.

The film also stars Satish
Kaushik, Manav Vij,

Chandan Roy Sanyal, Jatin
Goswami and Anushka
Kaushik. 'Patna
Shukla' is all set to
release next
year.

Rachana Mistry 
shares her excitement

for Navratri

R
achana Mistry who is currently seen in
Star Bharat’s ‘Na Umra KI Seema Ho’ is
being praised for her character as Vidhi

in the show opposite Iqbal Khan. Rachana
Mistry is a total Gujju by heart and

as Navratri is around the corner
Rachana shares her excitement

on celebrating the festival and
what special preparations

she is planning to do for the
same. She says, “I person-
ally love the festival of
Navratri and know all
the dance steps. I really
love playing Garba and
I can do it anywhere
whether it be my soci-
ety or any public
ground. I’m much
excited for this year
since we couldn’t

enjoy the festival for
past few years due to the

pandemic. Although I’ll
be shooting this year but
I’ll take full advantage
of it and arrange

garba on sets since
we have Milapani

Devi’s mandir on
out sets so it’s an
opportunity I
wouldn’t want to

miss to celebrate
Navratri.

ACROSS

1. Office acronym

5. Lily species

9. Road bends

14. Richard ____ of "Pretty Woman"

15. Bawdy

16. Start of a Dickens title (2 wds.)

17. Send forth

18. Band

19. Brief

20. Motorcycle adjunct

22. Adversaries

24. Nevada city

26. Tax agency (abbr.)

27. Glue

31. Entreat

33. Major network

36. Germ-free

39. Ark patriarch

40. Frighten

41. Permit

43. Floor piece

44. Worsen

46. Expert

47. Not there

48. Hermit

49. Petrol

50. High

53. Arid wastelands

57. Like a bright night

62. Sports venue

63. Love deity

65. Not hard

66. Seat rows

67. On cloud ____

68. Fine fabric

69. Summits

70. Canines

71. Forest plant

DOWN

1. Epochs

2. Half (prefix)

3. Waterless

4. Singer ____ Seeger

5. Water plants

6. Acquire knowledge

7. Have title to

8. Brink

9. Restaurant

10. Pipe parts

11. Delhi dress

12. Different

13. Observes

21. Wave top

23. Certain vitamin

25. Select

27. Macaroni, e.g.

28. Caper
29. Not fresh
30. Fatigue
32. Stir up
33. TV Host ____ O'Brien
34. Sew temporarily
35. Transparent
37. Firstborn
38. Equal
39. Infamous fiddler
42. Viola's kin
45. Procure
47. Pester
49. Category
51. Amid
52. Misplaces
53. Computer input
54. Funnyman ____ Idle
55. Appear
56. Mail
58. Sparrow's abode
59. Animal's den
60. Man or Wight
61. Youngster
64. ____ Grande
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You're feeling your power and strength
today, Aquarius. You've worked hard to get
into good physical shape. Similarly, you've
exerted a great deal of energy in your work
life and it's paying off. With today's plane-
tary energy, you can also expect greater
intimacy in your personal life. Enjoy this
special time.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The time is right to pursue training for a par-
ticular skill or finish a degree in a field of
interest to you, Pisces. Presently, great suc-
cess and good fortune are indicated when
you assert your considerable energy and
focus on the subject matter. If you've been
considering honing your communication
skills, consider a writing course. Perhaps
you want to organize a long-desired trip.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Circumstances are favorable for you if
you're contemplating investment in real
estate. Any sort of investment looks good
for you right now, Aries. Be ready to have an
important conversation with a young person
today. You may benefit from a significant
piece of mail or phone call. Even if you had-
n't planned on it, you may want to visit an
older friend or relative tonight, if possible.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Did you forget to take two aspirin before you
fell into bed last night? This morning you
may feel in a fog, but it should lift around
midday. You could be surprised by some
heartening news from a friend or relative
regarding a difficult situation that is now
being resolved. Enjoy the boost of energy
that this good news gives you.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If it's true that you reap what you sow,
Gemini, you're in for a great harvest in the
coming months. Your hard work and focus
will start to pay off handsomely with pro-
motions and raises just when you may have
given up on being acknowledged for all you
do. Hang on to your great energy, passion,
and enthusiasm. Doors are about to open for
you. Get ready to walk through them.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're highly esteemed in your profession
because of your strong business acumen
and no-nonsense approach to problem
solving. Recent successes may be prepar-
ing you for the next leap in the progression.
Be open to opportunities involving the
Internet that present themselves.
Remember, there's no glass ceiling online. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Opportunity may knock for you today from
an unlikely source, perhaps total strangers!
Use your intuition to follow potential leads.
Real estate, particularly residential, looks
especially promising for realizing financial
gain for you right now. Follow your hunch-
es and see what develops. Don't let your
caution bog you down at the moment. It
could be surprisingly wonderful.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Expect to receive interesting communica-
tions today, Virgo. You might hear from a
long-lost friend and have a chance to
catch up on the news. Perhaps you'll hear
something about success in reaching a
goal you've been striving for these past
few months. Expect some interesting
conversations. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You're in a great position to reap the
rewards from all your past hard work,
Libra. In the coming weeks you'll be able
to realize important gains in your career
and personal projects. Not only should
you see significant advancements in
your work life, but you'll also achieve
greater personal happiness. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

With the current celestial energy, you
might be going on a trip, Scorpio. It may
be for business, pleasure, or both. It's
likely that this trip will achieve certain
goals. Perhaps you're aiming for a pro-
motion. Chances are you'll be successful
in your ambitions. Or you may be ready
to set out on your own and start a new
business. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Don't be surprised if money comes from
an unlikely source. It could be a surpris-
ingly good return on an investment or a
bequest from a relative. Pay attention to
any dreams that seem to repeat. They
may hold a lesson about understanding
your life path. You may receive an unex-
pected visit from a dear friend you
haven't heard from in years.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This is a good time to forge new relation-
ships, Capricorn. Be open-minded if
someone you know approaches with a
proposal. Do your homework and examine
the potential risks, but this is a fine peri-
od in which to pursue something new.
Success and good fortune are coming.
Keep your eyes and ears open for oppor-
tunities. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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O
n 22 September
1995, present FFoI
President Naveen

Jindal filed a writ petition
in Delhi HC to challenge
the then Flag code of
India Won the legal right
for all citizens to display
the National flag through-
out the year after a
decade-long legal battle
Flag foundation of India
has extended a call for
“Har Ghar Tiranga, Har
Din Tiranga” on the occa-
sion of the 75 years of
Indian Independence
21/09/2022: Flag
Foundation of India(FFoI)
is remembering the his-
toric day of 22nd
September 1995 as a mile-
stone day in the struggle
to democratize the Indian
Tricolour, our beloved
Tiranga. On this day in
1995, present FFoI
President, Naveen Jindal
filed a writ petition in
Delhi High Court seeking
to amend the Flag code of
India. At that time, com-
mon citizens were barred
from displaying the na-

tional flag as per the Flag
Code of India. Only gov-
ernment offices and vehi-
cles of the top government
officials and dignitaries
were allowed to display
the national flag. In 1993,
Naveen Jindal was
stopped by one of the offi-
cials in Chattisgarh from
displaying the national
flag inside the Jindal Steel
complex, in Raigarh.
Jindal then decided to file
a writ petition in 1995 to
amend the Flag Code of
India to make display of
the National Flag a funda-
mental right for every citi-
zen of the country. After
an almost decade-long
legal battle, on 23rd
January 2004, Naveen
Jindal finally won the
right to display the Indian
flag with respect and dig-
nity throughout the year
for every Indian citizen,
when the Honourable
Supreme Court of India
pronounced a historic ver-
dict and amended the Flag
Code of India. SC allowed
every Indian to display the

Indian National Flag, our
Tiranga, throughout the
year with respect and dig-
nity. “It was a historic mo-
ment for every Indian.
Jindal had shown extraor-
dinary determination, re-
spect and love to democra-

tize the Tiranga for every
Indian. We are remember-
ing this historic day to re-
inforce the values our
beloved Tiranga symbol-
izes. As FFoI, we keep or-
ganizing awareness cam-
paigns for popularizing
the use of Tiranga with re-
spect round the year” said
Maj. Gen. Ashim Kohli
(Retd.), CEO, Flag
Foundation of India in a
statement. “We are grate-
ful to our Honorable
Prime Minister for
launching the Har Ghar
Tiranga campaign earlier
this year. We have extend-
ed the slogan Har Ghar
Tiranga to Har Ghar
Tiranga, Har Din Tiranga.
Through this call of Har
Ghar Tiranga, Har Din
Tiranga we hope to re-
mind every citizen that
they should display the
National Flag every day at
their workplaces and
homes and also under-
stand their duties and re-
sponsibilities as en-
shrined in the constitu-
tion of our country while

taking inspiration from
the Tiranga”, Maj. Gen.
Ashim Kohli (Retd.), CEO,
Flag Foundation of India
further added. About Flag
Foundation of India
(FFOI)The Flag
Foundation of India was
set up as a registered soci-
ety under the Societies
Registration Act of 1980, a
non-profit body on 3rd
June 2003. Naveen Jindal
won a decade-long legal
battle when the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India
delivered the historic
judgement on 23rd
January 2004 enabling all
Indians to display the
National Flag with re-
spect, dignity and honour
thus becoming a funda-
mental right of every citi-
zen. Inspired by the judg-
ment, the ‘Flag
Foundation of India’ was
established by Naveen
Jindal and  Shallu Jindal
with a vision to popularize
the display of the Tiranga
by more and more
Indians, with a great sense
of pride.

Struggle to democratize the Indian
Tricolour started on 22nd September 1995

Raveena Tandon
to star in Arbaaz

Khan’s production
venture ‘Patna

Shukla’

O
n 21st September,
the hotseat on
S o n y

E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television's knowledge-
based gameshow, 'Kaun
Banega Crorepati- Season
14' will was graced by 20-
year-old, Vaishnavi
Kumari, one of the
youngest contestants to
appear this season so far.
The contestant is a
Content Writer working
at an online based news
site, from the hilly and
beautiful region of
Dehradun, Uttarakhand.
The peppy young un'
would be playing a game
with much precision, in-
voking applause from
host Mr Amitabh
Bachchan. Amidst the
gameplay, there would be
pleasant interventions in
the form of some great
conversations that would
be had between the host
and the contestant, engag-
ing the audience as well.
Vaishnavi would be chan-

nelling her journalistic
side and getting inquisi-
tive on the game show.
Prepared with a set of
questions for the host, the
contestant would ask Mr
Bachchan a series of
questions and get re-
sponses in kind. On asked
how he spends time with
his darling granddaugh-
ter Aaradhya Bachchan
amid his busy schedule, a
source close to the set
quoted the host as saying,
"he said he cannot spend
much time with his
granddaughter. He goes to
work at 7-7:30 am and she
goes to school at 8-8:30 am.
She comes back home at 3
or 4 pm and then she has
homework among other
things to do as told to her
by her mother. He returns
home at around 10-11 pm
and she is off to sleep. So,
He does not really have
time to meet her. Yet,
thank god for today's in-
ventions he facetime her
sometimes.

Vaishnavi gets curious how
Amitabh  manages to spend
time with his granddaughter  

Radhika Apte is ‘very comfortable’
working with Saif Ali Khan
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London, Sep 21:

Roger Federer brings
down the curtain on his il-
lustrious career later this
week but the Swiss maes-
tro has assured his mil-
lions of fans that he will
not become a tennis ghost.

Back in London, down
river from where he won a
record eight Wimbledon
titles, the 41-year-old said
he has no intention of
walking away from a
sport he has graced for so
long.

Speaking to reporters at
London's O2 Arena, where
Federer twice won the
ATP Finals title, the Swiss
was emotional at times as
he explained the decision
to hang up his rackets.

Asked what his plans
were for the future,
Federer said he would not
disappear like Swedish
great Bjorn Borg, who is
captaining Europe

against the Rest of the
World this week.

"I just wanted to let the
fans know I won't be a
ghost. It's funny, I spoke
about Bjorn Borg, he did-

n't return to Wimbledon
for 25 years and that hurts
every fan," Federer said of
the 11-time major winner
who quit tennis aged 26.

"But I don't think I'll be

that guy. I feel tennis has
given me too much. I have
been around the game for
too long. Have fallen in
love with too many
things.

"You'll see me again. In
what capacity, I don't
know. Still have to think
about it a little bit, give
myself some time."

Federer had still held
out hope of making a
comeback but said his
knee issues had finally
forced him to retire.

"My knee just doesn't
allow me to play at this
level anymore," he said.

"I came to realise that
throughout the summer
and then I was just look-
ing for a place in time
where I could call it.

"It felt very fitting for
me to end my career here.
Having Bjorn Borg on the
bench with me when I
walk out is going to be
something that is beyond
cool and I felt that was
something really nice.
Having a team behind me
as well would not feel so
lonely when I'm calling it
a day."

‘I won’t become a tennis ghost’

Roger Federer gestures during a media conference ahead of the Laver Cup tennis
tournament at the O2 in London, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

In a significant boost for
the stagnant Indian moto-
sport scene, the country
will be hosting a maiden
MotoGP World
Championships race, la-
belled as 'Grand Prix of
Bharat', at the Buddh
International Circuit in
Greater Noida next year.

MotoGP commercial
rights owner Dorna and
Noida-based race promot-
ers Fairstreet Sports on
Wednesday signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
host the premier two-
wheel racing event in
India for the next seven
years.

Riders from as many as
19 countries will partici-
pate in the event, which
will give a major push to
trade and tourism in the

country, besides generat-
ing employment.

"MotoGP also has plans
to also introduce MotoE
into the Indian racing sce-
nario which will not only
be a first in Asia but a sig-
nificant green initiative
with net zero carbon emis-
son," the promoters of the
event said in a release.

The Buddh
International Circuit,
which will be hosting the
MotoGP race, was once
home to the Formula 1
Indian Grand Prix, held
for three consecutive years
from 2011 till 2013, before it
was discontinued due to fi-
nancial, tax and bureau-
cratic hurdles.

India to host maiden
MotoGP race in 2023

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Senior sports adminis-
trator Anil Khanna on
Wednesday quit as acting
president of the Indian
Olympic Association
(IOA), almost two weeks
after IOC refused to recog-
nise any "acting/interim
president".

The International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
had, on September 8, is-
sued a suspension threat,
saying the IOA must hold
elections by December
this year.

Khanna took charge of
IOA after a court ruling
ended Narinder Batra's
reign as chief of the apex
sports body in the coun-
try.

Khanna, who is senior
IOA vice president, said
he "respects" the view of
the IOC but at the same

time asked the world's
umbrella sports body as to
who will have the final au-
thority to "decide and in-
terpret the 'Law of the
Land' and the
Constitution of an NOC
(National Olympic
Committee).

"Based on the
Constitution of IOA, as
unanimously approved by
the General House and
backed by a similar past
precedent in the vacancy
of the post of President in
2011, I took over the re-
sponsibility of the duties
and functions of the
President for a brief peri-
od," Khanna said in a
statement.

He was referring to
then senior vice president
V K Malhotra taking
charge as acting IOA pres-
ident after the incumbent
head Suresh Kalmadi was

arrested on corruption
charges relating to the
2010 Commonwealth
Games. "This was con-
firmed by the Hon'ble
High Court of Delhi on
24th June 2022," Khanna
said in the letter ad-
dressed to IOA Secretary
General and the mem-
bers. "I am honored to
have been part of the IOA
sports fraternity for the
last many years having
served in different capaci-
ties. It was a privilege for
me to be part of the
Commonwealth Games as
Acting President where
India did remarkably
well." In a September 8 let-
ter, the IOC said it will not
recognise any "acting/in-
terim president" after
Batra's ouster as IOA
chief and said it will deal
with secretary general
Rajeev Mehta as the main

point of contact. "While I
respect the views of the
IOC, at some stage, when
the dust has settled, I
would like to ask the IOC
as to who will decide and
interpret the 'Law of the
Land' and the
Constitution of the NOCs
in a Nation.

"Will this interpretation
be done by the IOC or will
the same be done by the
Hon'ble Courts of a
Nation? Once the Hon'ble
Courts of a Nation have
decided after due consid-
eration, will it be appro-
priate for the IOC to have
a different interpretation
than the findings of the
Hon'ble Courts!!"

Khanna, former boss of
the All India Tennis
Association (AITA), ad-
mitted that the IOA is
going through a tough
phase.

New York, Sep 21 (PTI): 

India's teenaged Grandmasters
Arjun Erigaisi and R
Praggnanandhaa are placed sec-
ond and joint fourth respectively
after 12 rounds in the prelimi-
nary phase of Julius Baer
Generation Cup online rapid
chess tournament here. World
champion Magnus Carlsen is on
top of the standings with 25
points, one ahead of Erigiasi,
while Quang Liem Le (China) is
third on 20 points. The 19-year-

old Erigaisi started day three
with a win over veteran
Ukrainian Vasyl Ivanchuk.
However, he suffered a reversal
against Poland's Jan-Krzystof
Duda in round 10. After a draw
against Boris Gelfand (Israel) in
the 11th round, he ended the day
with a victory over teenager
Christopher Yoo (USA).
The 17-year-old
Praggnanandhaa, who started
very well on day one with three
wins, could only manage four
draws on the third day.
Beginning with a draw against
compatriot B Adhiban, he had to
share points with Quang Liem Li,
David Navara (Czech Republic)
and Hans Niemann (USA) in
rounds 10, 11 and 12 respective-
ly. Carlsen won three of his four
matches on the day to move one
point clear of the field. He beat
Ivan Saric, Duda and Gelfand to
underline his supremacy.

Dubai, Sep 21 (PTI): 

India's Suryakumar
Yadav has replaced
Pakistan captain Babar
Azam to occupy the third
spot in the T20I batter's list
in the latest ICC Men's
Player Rankings issued on
Wednesday.

Yadav impressed with a

classy 46 during India's
four-wicket loss to
Australia in the opening
match of their three-game
series at Mohali on
Tuesday. The knock helped
him to close in on Pakistan
opener Mohammad
Rizwan at the top of the
T20I batter's chart.

The right-hander de-
throned Babar from the
third spot, with Rizwan
now just 45 rating points
ahead of of him. Rizwan
hit a half-century in
Pakistan's loss to England
in Karachi on Tuesday and
maintains a narrow advan-
tage at the top of the rank-
ings with a career-high
total of 825 rating points.
South Africa's Aiden
Markram (792 rating
points) is in the second po-
sition ahead of Yadav (780).

Dubai, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The Oval and the iconic
Lord's will host the World
Test Championship
(WTC) Final in 2023 and
2025 respectively, the
game's governing body
ICC said on Wednesday.

England were identified
as the hosts for the next
two WTC Finals during
the ICC Annual General
Meeting in Birmingham
in July.

"We are delighted to be
hosting next year's ICC
World Test Championship
Final at The Oval which
has such a rich legacy and
an amazing atmosphere,
which is ideal for such an
important fixture on the
calendar," ICC chief exec-
utive Geoff Allardice said

in a statement. "Following
that we will then take the
2025 Final to Lord's which
will provide a fitting back-
drop to the ultimate Test.

"Last year's final be-
tween New Zealand and
India in Southampton

was an engrossing en-
counter and I am sure
fans the world over would
be looking forward to the
next WTC final at The
Oval."

While the venues have
been announced, the

dates for both the 2023 and
2025 ICC World Test
Championship Finals has
not been confirmed yet.

Steve Elworthy, CEO of
Surrey County Cricket
Club, the custodians of
The Oval,

Surat, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Favourites Gujarat regis-
tered an easy 3-0 victory
over West Bengal, while
Delhi upset second-seeded
Maharashtra 3-2 in the semi-
finals of the men's table ten-
nis team competition at the
36th National Games here
on Wednesday.

While Gujarat will play
Delhi for the men's team
gold, defending champions
Maharashtra will take on
West Bengal in the women's
final.

Maharashtra defeated
Tamil Nadu 3-1, while
Bengal beat Telangana 3-0 in
the semifinals of the
women's competition.

In the first men's semifi-
nal, Gujarat captain
Harmeet Desai was under
pressure when Anirban

Ghosh found the range of
strokes to take a 2-1 lead. But
the experienced Harmeet
slowed down the pace to win
the last two games 11-4 11-3.
Manav Thakkar and
Manush Shah then regis-
tered comfortable wins over
Ronit Bhanja and Jeet
Chandra to put Gujarat in
the gold medal match.

The other men's semifinal
between Maharashtra and
Delhi went to the wire with
Payas Jain stepping up to
take his team to victory. Jain
first defeated former nation-
al champion Sanil Shetty in
the second match to give
Delhi a 2-0 lead. However,
Siddesh Pande got the better
of Yashansh Malik and then
Shetty defeated Sudhanshu
Grover to restore parity.

But if the second seeds
were hoping to improve on

their bronze medal-winning
performance in the last edi-
tion of the Games, Jain had
different ideas. His attack-
ing play was too much for
Maharashtra's Deepak Patil
to handle and the Delhi boy
clinched the match 11-9 11-6
12-10 to take his team to the
final.

In the women's semifinal,
S Yashini of Tamil Nadu
fought back from the brink
to spring a surprise on Diya
Chitale in the first match of
the tie against Maharashtra.

Chitale, who represented
India at the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games,
opened up a 5-0 lead in the
fourth game having won two
of the first three. But
Yashini kept her head down
and piled up pressure on her
opponent with quality back-
hand winners to take the

match into the decider. The
two players fought hard till 5-
5 before Yashini forced a baf-
fled Chitale to make errors.
But Swastika Ghosh re-
stored parity by thrashing V
Kouwshika and Reethrishya
Tennison put all her experi-
ence to use to get the better
of C R Harshvardhini and
put her team ahead. Chitale
was then under pressure to
deliver the goods in the re-
verse fixture and close out
the match. Though she was-
n't at her best on the day, the
youngster kept her nerves
under pressure to beat
Kowshika in five sets.

In the other semifinal, the
result was a foregone conclu-
sion after Ayhika
Mukherjee got the better of
Akula Sreeja in the second
match which went to the
wire.

Guwahati, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Indian long-distance
swimmers Elvis Ali
Hazarika of Assam and
West Bengal's Rimo Saha
have made history by be-
coming the first relay
team from the country as
well as Asia to cross the
North Channel in Europe.

The ace swimmers also
became the first from their
respective states to suc-
cessfully cross the North
Channel, a strait between
north-eastern Northern
Ireland and south-western
Scotland, in relay swim-
ming.

The duo is the first
Asian relay team to cross
the North Channel and
Hazarika is the oldest
swimmer from India to
achieve the feat in 14

hours and 38 minutes.
"I have been waiting for

this day since a long time.
After a lot of efforts and
hours of pushing myself
to work harder every day, I
successfully became the
first Assamese (North
East) to cross the North
Channel by swimming it
in Relay Northern Ireland
to Scotland," Hazarika
said on his Facebook pro-
file.

The team had to go
through a lot of chal-
lenges, especially the huge
Jelly fish that were accom-
panying them all the way,
to complete the swim, he
added.

"A dream come true,
and proud moment for all
Indians and Assamese
people. Thank you to all
my friends, family, special-

ly Pranami and Presley,
for all your love and sup-
port," Hazarika said.

The Assamese swimmer
dedicated the rare feat to
his wife Pranami as a gift
on her birthday.

"Thank you everyone for
your love and prayers be-
cause of which I've suc-
cessfully completed this,"
he added.

Saha also said that after
two years of hard train-
ing, he achieved one of his
most ambitious and dream
goals on Tuesday.

"I was the First Person
from West Bengal ever to
swim from Northern
Ireland to Scotland, cross-
ing the
#North_Channel_Swim_2
022 with Relay Swim," he
wrote in his Facebook pro-
file.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

No major change was
made as BCCI on
Wednesday announced a
15-member Indian
women's team for the ACC
T20 Championship, sched-
uled to be held in
Bangladesh from October
1 to 15.

India retained the same
squad that played against
England in the three-T20
series with Taniyaa
Bhatia and Simran
Bahadur being put in
standby.

Six-time champions
India, who will be led by
Harmanpreet Kaur, will
launch their campaign
with a clash against Sri
Lanka on the opening day,
while they will square off
against arch-rivals
Pakistan on October 7.

The duo was part of the
17-member squad which
competed in England but

didn't get any game time.
"The All-India Women's

Selection Committee has
picked India's squad for the
upcoming ACC Women's
T20 Championship 2022 to
be played at Sylhet,
Bangladesh from 1st to 15th
October," BCCI secretary
Jay Shah said in a release.
A total of seven teams, in-

cluding hosts Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Thailand are Malaysia and
UAE, will compete in a
round robin format with
the top-four making it to
the semifinal stage. The
semifinals will be played
on October 13 with the
summit clash scheduled on
October 15.

Mohali, Sep 21 (PTI) 

Star all-rounder Hardik
Pandya said the team will
not put too much
pressure on
Jasprit Bumrah
and give him ample time to
make his comeback from an
injury after the pacer was
not included in India's play-
ing XI for the first T20I
against Australia here.

Bumrah was missed
badly in the series opener
against Australia on
Tuesday as the visitors
chased down 209 rather
comfortably to register a
four-wicket win and take
the lead in the three-match
series. Barring Axar Patel,
all Indian bowlers leaked
more than 11 runs per over.
Bumrah, who did not play
the Asia Cup due to a back
injury, has been named in
the T20 World Cup squad

and the preceding series
against Australia and
South Africa. "We all know
what he brings to the table
and how important he is for
us. There will be concerns
here and there (about bowl-
ing) which is fine. We got to
trust our boys. These are
the best 15 in the country
and that is why they are
there in the squad," Hardik
said.

Elvis Hazarika, Rimo Saha
first relay team from India

to cross North Channel

Important to give Bumrah
enough time after comeback
from injury: Hardik Pandya

BCCI announces 15-member side for ACC T20 Ch’ship

No change in Indian Women T20 squad

The Oval, Lord’s to host WTC
Final in 2023, 2025: ICC

Gujarat men to play Delhi, Maharashtra
women face WB for TT team gold

Suryakumar  leapfrogs Babar
to 3rd spot in T20 rankings

Khanna quits as IOA acting president, takes dig at IOCJulius Baer Cup:
Erigaisi in 2nd spot

Thrissur (Ker), Sep 21 (PTI): 

An ayurvedic doctor,
who is also a Youtuber,
vlogger and singer is going
to be the next head priest
or 'melshanti' of Kerala's
famous Guruvayur temple
here. Thirty four-year-old
Dr Kiran Anand Kakkad,
hailing from a long line of
priests and who was prac-
ticing ayurvedic medicine
in a Russian ayurveda
clinic in Moscow for six
years, was selected as the
next melshanti of
Guruvayur temple last

week by a draw of lots. He
will assume charge from
next month onwards for a
period of six months after
which a new melshanti
would replace him.

"It is by God's grace, His
blessings, that I have had
this fortune," he told PTI.
However, before he could
even apply for the position
he had to first undergo sev-
eral 'pariharas' and pujas
"to nullify the bad or evil ef-
fects on our body while we
are abroad", he said.

According to customs,
those going to foreign lands
are not permitted to be part
of the temple rituals or ac-
tivities in the belief that
their bodies would have
suffered some evil effects

since it would be difficult to
perform 'nityakarmas'
while abroad, he said.

'Nityakarmas' are rituals
that Hindus have to per-

form everyday. "The solu-
tion to that is to perform
some rituals or 'pariharas'
to nullify the evil effects on
your return. "I was per-

forming pujas even while
in Russia, but I underwent
the 'parihara' pujas on my
return to India," he said.

On being asked why he
left a successful six-year long
career in Russia, Anand said
that it was as per his father's
wishes."I am a hereditary
priest. My father is a priest
too. We are one of the four
othikkan families in
Guruvayur temple.

"So as my father was get-
ting old, he asked me to re-
turn, to take over the
othikkan duties. So I came
back," he said. Othikkans
are a category of priests
who perform daily rituals,
like 'abhisheka' or pan-
theeradi puja, in the tem-
ple, he said.

BJP on Congress President Poll

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

The BJP on Monday
said whosoever becomes
Congress president,
whether Ashok Gehlot or
Shashi Tharoor, will only
be a "puppet" in the hands
of Rahul Gandhi who will
be the "main driver".

BJP national
spokesperson Tom
Vadakkan also dubbed
the Congress 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra' as "Corruption
Jodo Yatra", saying it
started with "2G part-
ners" of DMK.

"This Bharat Jodo
Yatra should be called as
Corruption Jodo Yatra...It
started with blessings of
2G partners of DMK in
Kanyakumari. Now it en-
tered Kerala, and Rahul
Gandhi maintains deafen-
ing silence on corrupt ex-

cise policy of AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi as it
was copied from the ex-
cise policy of Congress-
led UDF government in
Kerala," he told reporters
here.

Alleging that Gandhi
scion is "institutionalis-
ing" corruption,
Vadakkan said he should
come clean and speak up
on AAP government's ex-
cise policy (now-with-
drawn).

Referring to presiden-
tial election in Congress,
his erstwhile party,
Vadakkan said, "Any sys-
tem Congress party
adopts, whether Gehlot or
Tharoor becomes presi-
dent...They would only be
puppets. The main driver
would be Rahul Gandhi,
who would be driving
from the back."

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot met
Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi here on Wednesday,
hours after he indicated
that he may enter the AICC
presidential poll fray.
Sources said the Congress
presidential poll was on the
agenda during the discus-
sions between Gehlot and
Sonia Gandhi.

The Rajasthan chief
minister met Sonia Gandhi
at her 10, Janpath resi-
dence and is expected to fly
to Mumbai later in the day.
He is expected to reach
Kochi on Thursday and
make a last-ditch effort to
convince Rahul Gandhi to
take over the reins of the
party.

Talking to reporters
after landing here from

Jaipur, Gehlot, in a clear
indication that he could
throw his hat in the ring
for the Congress presiden-
tial poll, said he will file
his nomination if the
party people wish so and

fulfil any responsibility
given to him.

However, he also said he
will make a last-ditch effort
to convince Rahul Gandhi
to take up the party presi-
dent's post. Gehlot said he

will take decisions with
which the Congress is
strengthened.

"The party and the high-
command have given me
everything. I have been on
posts for 40-50 years. For
me, no post is important, I
will fulfil any responsibili-
ty given to me," he said.

On Tuesday, Gehlot had
told the Congress MLAs in
Rajasthan that they will be
asked to come to New Delhi
if he decides to file his
nomination for the party's
presidential election.

The meeting between
Gehlot and Sonia Gandhi
comes just a day before the
Congress's central election
authority would issue a no-
tification for the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) presidential poll.

After more than two
decades, the Congress is

likely to see a contest for
the post of its chief, with
Shashi Tharoor looking set
to enter the fray after his
meeting with Sonia
Gandhi and Gehlot indicat-
ing that he will throw his
hat in the ring if Rahul
Gandhi does not agree to
take on the party's reins.

The process of filing
nominations for the elec-
tion will be held from
September 24 to September
30. The date for a scrutiny
of the nomination papers
would be October 1, while
the last date for withdrawal
of nominations would be
October 8. The election, if
there is more than one can-
didate, will be held on
October 17, while the
counting of votes, if neces-
sary, and the declaration of
results would be on
October 19.

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

It has been almost a
month since women bus
drivers are driving on
Delhi's roads and they say
that from being treated as
celebrities to being ob-
served with a hint of
doubt, they have seen it
all. Komal (23), one of the
11 women bus drivers who
were handed appointment
letters last month, said she
is treated like a celebrity.

"When people board the
bus, they do not realise
that a woman is behind
the wheels. But when they
are about to get off, they
see me, come up to me and
say, 'Oh, we did not realise
that a woman was driving
such a huge bus!' They
also take selfies and videos
with me. I feel like a

celebrity," she said.
Komal said the on-road

experience of driving a
bus is entirely different
from what they had expe-
rienced during the train-
ing period. "While we were
being trained, we did not
have to stop at the bus
stops or navigate through
difficult roads carrying
passengers. It is a different
experience altogether," she
told PTI. Santosh Kumari,
a 40-year-old mother of a
Class-12 student, said
apart from riding a bicycle
as a child, she had never
driven a vehicle.

"Now, I am riding a bus.
From people viewing us
with suspicion to some ap-
preciating my driving
skills, I have seen it all
from the day I started driv-
ing on Delhi roads. I have

been driving on the
Karnal Bypass bus route.

"It has happened that if
the bus shook while navi-

gating a difficult turn, peo-
ple said, 'This is happen-
ing because a woman is
driving!' while there have

also been some who said
they had an extremely
smooth ride," she said.

Santosh Kumari said
during the training peri-
od, they were not required
to drive for long durations
but now that they are on
the road for long hours,
finding public facilities be-
comes difficult on certain
routes.

"There are some routes
where it is difficult to find
washrooms and we some-
times use the washrooms
at petrol pumps. There is
also a problem of cleanli-
ness at such facilities so
we often wait till we reach
the bus depots," she added.

The Twitter handle of
the Delhi transport depart-
ment had recently shared
the story of Sharmila, an-
other bus driver.

EC team to visit poll-bound
Himachal, Gujarat

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Stepping up the prepa-
rations for upcoming as-
sembly polls, the full
Election Commission will
be visiting Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat be-
ginning Thursday to as-
sess the readiness of the
poll machinery in the two
states.

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar and Election
Commissioner Anup
Chandra Pandey will be
on a three-day visit to
Himachal Pradesh begin-
ning Thursday.

They will meet top state
government officials to re-
view preparations and en-
sure that measures are in
place for smooth conduct

of elections.
On Monday, Kumar and

Pandey are likely to visit
Gujarat to take stock of
the preparedness.

The tenures of the
Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat assemblies will
end on January 8, 2023 and
February 23, 2023 respec-
tively and the poll authori-
ty can hold elections any-
time within six months of
the expiry of the five-year
term of any House.

It is usual for the
Election Commission to
visit poll-bound states be-
fore the announcement of
polls.

In 2017, Himachal
Pradesh went to polls on
November 9, while
Gujarat exercised its fran-
chise in two phases --

December 9 and 14.
BJP has been in power

in Gujarat since 1998 and
the main opposition
Congress came close to de-
feating it in the previous
assembly elections in 2017.

However, over the past
five years, several
Congress leaders have quit
the party to join the BJP
and AAP appears to have
stolen the march in cam-
paigning for the upcoming
elections, seeking to ex-
pand its presence in the
country.

In Himachal Pradesh,
BJP had defeated the
Congress in 2017 to come
to power. Congress is gear-
ing up to challenge the
BJP in the largely bi-polar
hill state, where AAP is
trying to get a foothold.

AIIMS doctor shunted out for
taking money for surgery

New Delhi, Sep 21 (PTI): 

A doctor from the obstet-
rics and gynaecology de-
partment of AIIMS here
allegedly took money from
a patient's father for per-
forming surgery, prompt-
ing the Union health min-
istry to seek a report from
the hospital.

A preliminary enquiry
by a fact-finding commit-
tee found merit in the com-
plaint against the doctor,
following which the hospi-
tal administration shifted
him out of his department
and directed him to report
to the National Cancer

Institute in Jhajjar. The
complaint was filed in
June this year.

According to the com-
mittee's report, a security
guard of the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Lal
Singh Choubey, lodged a
complaint alleging that
he had approached the
concerned doctor for the
treatment of his daughter
in October 2021, and was
subsequently told that
she required surgical in-
tervention. Her surgery
was done on October 30
last year.

Choubey alleged that
prior to the surgery, the
doctor told him that it
would incur an expendi-
ture of around Rs 40,000 as
it involved procurement of
supplies from a vendor. On
the morning of his daugh-

ter's admission for sur-
gery, the complainant was
introduced to a "supplier".

Choubey alleged that
he paid Rs 36,000 in cash
to the "supplier" but was
denied a receipt when he
asked for it. He was told
that he would have to pay
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) if he wanted a re-
ceipt, so he did not pur-
sue the matter, the report
stated.

The complainant said
he used the money he had
saved for the wedding of
his elder daughter to pay
the "supplier". Asked by
the committee why he
filed the complaint after a
long time, Choubey said
he was totally focused on
the treatment of his
daughter. During one of
her follow-up visits to the
outpatient department

(OPD), the complainant
said his daughter was
telling a friend who had
accompanied her that her
family spent Rs 36,000 for
the surgery. The conversa-
tion was overheard by one
of the OPD employees who
advised her to file a com-
plaint.

Thereafter, Choubey
filed a complaint in June.
He also said that he had no
complaint with regard to
the treatment of his
daughter and that he was
grateful to the doctor for
treating her.

"Having conducted a
preliminary enquiry into
the matter, the committee
is of the opinion that the
complaint made by Mr. Lal
Singh Choubey has merit
and the allegations of hav-
ing paid money for sur-
gery... cannot be denied.
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Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari with young cancer patients observes National Cancer Rose Day,
at Raj Bhavan in Mumbai, Wednesday.

NAT'L CANCER ROSE DAY

̈ Of Guruvayur
temple 

̈ Centre seeks
report from
hospital

Treated as celebrities, viewed with suspicion,
DTC’s women drivers have seen it all

Komal Choudhary flashes victory sign after joining Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC) as a bus driver, inside a DTC
bus in New Delhi. Komal is one of the 11 women bus driv-
ers who were handed appointment letters last month. 

Gehlot meets Sonia hinting he could 
enter Cong presidential poll fray

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot arrives for a meeting with
Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi at 10, Janpath in
New Delhi, Wednesday.

Crocodile spotted
inside govt school 
Aligarh (UP), Sep 21 (PTI):
Panic struck the students
of a government school
here when a crocodile
was spotted on the prem-
ises, school authorities
said on Wednesday.

Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) Diwakar
Vashisht told reporters
that the reptile was cap-
tured from the school in
Qasimpur village on
Tuesday has been re-
leased in River Ganga.

As the children and
staff raised an alarm
after they spotted the rep-
tile, villagers armed with
sticks rushed to their res-
cue and managed to cor-
ner the reptile, they said.

They locked the croco-
dile inside a classroom
till district officials and
State Forest department
staff arrived and cap-
tured it, they said.

There are a number of
rivulets in this area and
river Ganga also flows
nearby.

‘Gehlot or Tharoor will be
‘puppet’ in hands of Rahul’

An ayurvedic doctor, YouTuber, 
vlogger, singer to be next head priest

Dr Kiran Anand Kakkad

Woman Maoist leader 
surrenders before police

Hyderabad, Sep 21 (PTI): 

Senior Maoist leader
Madavi Hademe alias
Savitri, who is currently
the Divisional Committee
Member of South Bastar
Division, on Wednesday
surrendered before the
Telangana police.

Savitri is the wife of
Ravula Srinivas alias
Ramanna, who was a
Central Committee (CC)
member and secretary of
Dandakarnya Special
Zonal Committee of the
banned CPI (Maoist). He
died due to cardiac arrest
in December 2019, an offi-
cial release said.

Savitri participated in
five brutal attacks on secu-

rity forces and four am-
bushes in addition to sev-
eral other incidents dur-
ing her underground life,
it said. During her party
life, she recruited about
300 to 350 members in CPI
(Maoist) by propagating
revolutionary ideology
through her speeches in
tribal areas. Many of them
are now continuing in the
party at various levels, ac-
cording to the release.

She was frustrated with
the "mindless violence and
aimless protracted armed
struggle of CPI(Maoist)",
the release said. After the
death of her husband and
surrender of her son, she
went into depression and
realised the futility of con-

tinuing in the outlawed
Maoist outfit, police said.

She was attracted by the
provisions of comprehen-
sive surrender and reha-
bilitation policies of the
Telangana government,
decided to leave the party
to join the mainstream
and lead a normal life, it
added.

Telangana DGP M
Mahendar Reddy appealed
to the Maoist cadres to shed
violent struggle and join
the mainstream and take
part in the advancement of
the nation through con-
structive participation and
benefit from the compre-
hensive rehabilitation
process of the Telangana
government.


