C E N T R A L

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

CC

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2022

PAGE 11

PAGE 10

www. centralchronicle.in

Raipur, Monday, September 19, 2022 I Pages 12 I Price R 3.00 I City Edition I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh

Huge protest at CU over video leak

̈ Of hostel students
Chandigarh, Sep 18 (PTI):

Protests erupted on the
campus of a private university in Punjab's Mohali
over "rumours" that objectionable videos of several
women students were
recorded by a hosteller, following
which
Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Sunday ordered a probe.
After a preliminary investigation, police arrested
a woman student and dispatched a team to apprehend a youth in Himachal
Pradesh.
Punjab's
Additional
Director General of Police,
Gurpreet Deo, who reached
the Chandigarh University
campus along with other
senior officials to take
stock of the situation after
the overnight protests, told
reporters that the woman
student appeared to have
shared a video of herself
with the youth and no objectionable video of any
other student was found.
University authorities
also rejected reports that
claimed videos of several
women students in the varsity hostel were made and
shared on social media and
several students had attempted suicide after the
episode.
Mohali
Senior
Superintendent of Police
Vivek Sheel Soni told reporters that the protests
erupted in the university
past midnight after a "rumour" that videos of several women students had

NIA raids against
PFI at 40 places

̈ In Telangana,
Andhra
̈ Four detained

New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
The NIA on Sunday
searched 40 places in
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh in connection
with a case against the
Popular Front of India for
allegedly running training camps to commit terror acts and promote enmity between groups on

IGP Gurpreet Deo with senior police officers addresses a press
conference at the Chandigarh University in Mohali, Sunday.

Punjab orders probe
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on Sunday ordered a probe
and expressed anguish over the incident at Chandigarh University
following "rumours" that some objectionable videos of several
female students were recorded by a woman student. Strict action
will be taken against those found guilty, he said. “Sad to hear
about the unfortunate incident at Chandigarh University...our
daughters are our honour...a high-level inquiry has been ordered
into the incident...severe action will be taken against whoever is
found guilty,” said Mann in a tweet in Punjabi.

Police arrest accused
After a preliminary investigation, police arrested a woman student
and dispatched a team to apprehend a youth in Himachal Pradesh.
The arrested student's mobile phone has been taken seized for
forensic analysis, he said, adding no suicide attempt by any student or death has occurred.

been made and leaked.
The arrested student's
mobile phone has been
taken seized for forensic
analysis, he said, adding no
suicide attempt by any student or death has occurred.
An FIR under IPC section
354-C (voyeurism) and the
IT Act has been registered
in the matter and further
probe is on, officials said.

Chief Minister Mann ordered the probe into the incident, saying strict action
will be taken against those
found guilty.
"Sad to hear about the
unfortunate incident at
C h a n d i g a r h
University...our daughters
are our honour...a highlevel inquiry has been ordered into the incident...se-

Students of the Chandigarh
University protest on the
campus after private videos of
several women students were
posted on social media, in
Mohali, Saturday night.

vere action will be taken
against whoever is found
guilty," said Mann in a
tweet in Punjabi. "I am in
touch with the administration," said Mann while appealing to people not to believe rumours.
The incident sparked a
flurry of reactions from political parties and the central and state women's
rights bodies too stepped
in. Delhi Chief Minister
and Aam Aadmi Party national convener Arvind
Kejriwal said those involved in the incident will
get the "harshest punishment".
"Victim girls should keep
courage. We are all with
you. All should act with patience," he said in a tweet
in Hindi.
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the basis of religion, an official said. Four people
were detained for questioning during the searches carried out at 38 locations in Telangana and
two in Andhra Pradesh, a
spokesperson of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) said.
The official said incriminating materials, including digital devices, documents, two daggers and
over Rs 8.31 lakh, were
seized during the operation.

Two killed in elephant attacks

HISTORIC DAY

After almost 3 decades,
J-K gets cinema halls
Srinagar, Sep 18 (PTI):

Surajpur, Sep 18:
Two senior citizens were
killed in separate incidents
of
elephant
attacks
inSurajpur district on
Sunday, forest officials said.
The incidents took place in
Premnagar forest range,
where a herd of 12 elephants
has been roaming around
since last week, they said.
The first incident took
place around 12.30 am near
Abhaypur village, where
one of the victims Manbodh
God (70) and another villager were having dinner

after performing rituals at a
temple in the forest, said
Sanjay Yadav, divisional forest officer of Surajpur forest
division. On seeing the herd,
the villager managed to escape but one of the elephants caught hold of
Manbodh and trampled him
to death, he said, adding that
villagers had been warned
against venturing into the
forest. Similarly, Raimati
God (70) was attacked by the
same herd while she was
asleep in her hut in
Janardanpur village. She
died on the spot, he said.

Gate Meeting organised
against privatization of FSNL

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Sunday inaugurated a multipurpose cinema
hall each in the twin south
Kashmir
districts
of
Pulwama and Shopian, almost three decades after theatre owners downed their
shutters in the Valley primarily due to militancy.
Sinha described the occasion as "historic". "A historic day for J&K UT!
Inaugurated Multipurpose
Cinema Halls at Pulwama
and Shopian. It offers facilities ranging from a movie
screening, infotainment and
skilling of youth," he tweeted. "We will build such multipurpose cinema halls in
every district of Jammu and

Kashmir soon. Today, I dedicate such cinema halls to the
youth of Pulwama and
Shopian," he told reporters
in Pulwama. The Valley had
seen nearly a dozen standalone cinema halls functioning till the late 1980s, but
they had to wind up businesses after two militant
outfits threatened the owners. Though authorities
made attempts to reopen
some of the theatres in the
late 1990s, militants thwarted such efforts by carrying
out a deadly grenade attack
on Regal Cinema in the
heart of Lal Chowk in
September 1999. Two other
theatres -- Neelam and
Broadway -- had opened
their doors but had to shut
business due to poor response.

Bhilai,
Sep
18:
Resentment is on rise
among the employees and
members of Bhilai Steel
fraternity following the
government's decision of
disinvestment of Ferro
Scrap Nigam Limited. To
protest against this decision, a gate meeting was organized recently in front of
FSNL Gate by the employees and members of the
steel fraternity. All the employees of FSNL took part
in the gate meeting.
Speaking on the occasion, SEFI Chairman and
BSP-OA
President
Narendra
Kumar
Banchhor said that the
Apex organization of officers of PSUs has been emphasizing on restructuring
and strategic merger, instead of indiscriminate
privatization and disinvestment of PSUs.
SEFI President said that
the PSUs had an incomparable contribution in the
building of the nation, but

today, the government is
preparing to hand over
these precious national assets to private hands in a
very arbitrary manner.
This step is very harmful
for the nation and it will
create a situation of bypassing the middle class
which is the backbone of
the nation.
In the gate meeting, the
steel fraternity demanded
to stop the privatization of
Ferro
Scrap
Nigam
Limited and introduce
strategic merger instead of
privatization of PSUs.
SEFI
President
Narendra
Kumar
Banchhor, OA-BSP General

Secretary
Parvinder
Singh, FSNL Executive
Association
President
Satyendra Kumar Jha,
Secretary Deepak Tomar,
FSNL
Labour
Organization Haripratap
Singh Tomar, Ashok
Kumar, Mohd Tanveer expressed their views and opposed privatization in one
voice. They also demanded
a strategic merger of steel
sector PSUs.
In this sequence, the
Executive Association of
FSNL will stage a protest
against the privatization of
FSNL with the support of
the OA-BSP team on
September 19 from 08.00

am at Equipment Chowk.
It needs to be mentioned
here that Ferro Scrap
Nigam Limited is a participant in many projects with
the PSUs of the steel sector.
In the past, a motion was
passed to merge this company into SAIL or RINL.
But the present Central
Government has decided to
privatize Ferro Scrap
Nigam Limited, which triggered resentment among
the employees.
Ferro Scrap Nigam
Limited is a government
undertaking under the
Ministry of Steel, which is
in the process of being
sold. The entire process of

Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha delegation pays
courtesy visit to Minister TS Singh Deo
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: A delegation of Kshatriya Kalyan
Sabha, Bhilai Nagar led by
President Ajit Singh paid a
courtesy visit to Health
Minister TS Singh Deo at
his residence in Raipur. The
office bearers of the newly
elected executive committee
of Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha
detailed the Minister about
the social activities of their
organisation.
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo advised the new office
bearers to conduct better
works in the interest of society. President Ajit Singh,
on behalf of the Kshatriya
Kalyan Sabha, honoured
the Health Minister TS
Singh Deo with a shawl. He

requested and invited the
Minister to attend the
Vijayadashami celebrations
in Bhilai. Singh Deo stated
he would not be able to visit
Bhilai that day as he has to
attend the Vijayadashami
celebrations organized in
Surguja. However, he assured to attend some other
function organized by the
Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha in
the time to come. President
Ajit Singh requested the
Minister to provide his
valuable guidance by be-

coming the Patron of the organisation. Singh Deo gladly accepted the request.
President Ajit Singh, Vice
President Rajesh Singh,
Secretary Durga Singh
Sengar, Treasurer Arun
Singh, Joint Secretary
Arvind Kumar Singh,
Udayveer
Singh,
Organization Secretary
Sanjay Singh Rathore,
Publicity Secretary Ashok
Singh,
Former
Vice
President Umesh Singh,
Former Secretary Arvind

Singh, Former Treasurer
Sanjay Singh, Former
Secretary Sunil Kumar
Singh, Arun Singh Sisodia,
Executive
Committee
Members Madhav Singh,
Suresh Chand, Shailendra
Singh,
Arun
Singh
(Councillor), Daya Singh
(Councillor) Harshvardhan
Singh, Ramashankar Singh,
Ashok Singh, Ram Narayan
Singh, Atendra Singh,
Narendra Rathore, Dinesh
Singh, Manvendra Singh,
Ranjit Singh, Rajkumar
Singh, Satish Singh Tomar,
Dhananjay Singh, Sushant
Singh, Prithvi Nath Singh,
Omkar Singh, Tarun Singh,
Vishal Singh, Shubham
Singh, Priyanshu Singh,
Raunak Singh and others
were present.

selling to Ferro Scrap
Nigam Ltd is being conducted by DIPAM. The employee unions are alleging
lack of transparency in
this entire process. DIPAM
had invited expression of
interest on 31/03 /2022 and
initially the last date for
submission of expression
of interest was 05 May 2022
but later by changing the
terms and conditions, its
last date was extended till
17 June 2022. Till date the
names of the buyers involved and selected in the
expression of interest have
not been made public. Such
work brings the entire
process into doubt.
In the past also, strategic
disinvestment of public
sector companies like
Central
Electronics
Limited and Pawan Hans
Limited was done by
DIPAM, but due to irregularities in the sale transaction process, the disinvestment process of these two
companies has been postponed and the matter is
pending in the court.

SP conducts surprise
inspection; leads vehicle
checking drive

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: On
Saturday, Superintendent
of Police (Durg) accompanied
by
Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City)
and
City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) conducted a surprise
inspection
of
Padmanabhpur Chowki.
He reviewed the pending
cases in the presence of
newly posted chowki incharge and all the investigation officers.
After reviewing the
cases, he directed to dispose of all the pending

cases at the earliest and
take action against the offenders involved in violations of Excise Act, NDPS
Act, Gambling Act, etc. He
further asked the cops to
take action against the
suspects and persons of
criminal tendency.
The cops were asked to
take maximum preventive
action against the goons
and miscreants. After inspection, SP, ASP (City),
CSP (Durg) and the staff of
Chowki conducted a foot
flag march in the area to
create a sense of security
among the general public
and set an example of vi-

BMC celebrates Vishwakarma
Jayanti with pomp and show
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: Vishwakarma
Jayanti was celebrated with
great pomp and show in the
"Vahan Sakha" of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation the other
day. Mayor Neeraj Pal offered
prayers to Lord Vishwakarma
and wished for the happiness
and prosperity of the city.
During this, Mayor Neeraj Pal
and Corporation Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar, Additional
Commissioner Ashok Dwivedi,
Vehicle Branch in-charge and
MiC member Lalchand Verma
and General Administration
Department in-charge and MIC
member Sandeep Nirankari and
officers/employees also worshiped the vehicles.
Like every year, this year also
the statue of Vishwakarma ji

was installed in the vehicle
branch
of
Municipal
Corporation Bhilai and after
worshiping, a yajna was performed. Here it needs a mention that preparations for grand
celebration was in full swing for
the last two days in the vehicle
branch. A large number of vehicles are kept in this branch and
from here the vehicle is dispatched for work in different
areas of the city. Vehicles and
tools were washed from the day

before Vishwakarma Jayanti.
Arrangements were made for
distribution of Mahabhog
Prasad to about 2000 families
and public representatives of
the corporation. After the puja
everyone took Mahabhog
Prasad. BMC Speaker Girwar
Bunty Sahu, Mayor Council
members Lakshmipati Raju,
Chandrashekhar Gawai, Aditya
Singh, Councilor Hariom Tiwari,
Yogesh Sahu and other councilors were present. Special

Environmental study is integral to our culture: Acharya Dr Sharma
World Ozone Day
celebration at Mohanlal
Jain Government
College, Khursipar

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: "India is an
agricultural and sage-oriented country. Nature and
culture are integral to each
other. We cannot separate
culture and agriculture
from each other. This is the
basic of our thinking, writing and reading. The curriculum is based on this
thought.
The world is made up of

the sky, air, fire, water and
earth. Our body is also
made of these and eventually merges into it. Our
great texts like Vedas,
Ramayana, Mahabharata
and Gita etc not only protect trees, plants, rivers,
rain, greenery and environment, but also worship
them. Even in our golden
history and culture, the
things of current technology and science have already been mentioned.
These thoughts were expressed by Acharya Dr
Mahesh Chandra Sharma,
writer and educationist
while as chief guest in

Mohan Lal Jain (Mohan
Bhaiya)
Government
College, Khursipar, on the
occasion of World Ozone
Day. The college professors
and a large number of students, all the faculty were
present in the programme.
Dr Sharma further said
that molecules made up of
three atoms of oxygen pres-

ent between 15-35 km
around the earth are called
ozone, from which the
ozone layer is formed. We
have to save it from the
smoke pollution of vehicles
and protect the plants that
give life. It is noteworthy
that Dr Sharma has been
reading and writing on environment for about 25-30

years. Acharya Dr Sharma
has also been Principal
(Incharge) of Khursipar
College for about two years.
The present Principal Prof
OP Agrawal presiding over
the program welcomed Dr
Sharma. He said that Dr
Sharma's address is very
useful according to the curriculum of the students.

Mental health issues have skyrocketed
post pandemic: Dr Ankit Jain
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: Dr Ankit Jain, an
American board-certified psychiatrist who specializes in
treating various mental disorders in prestigious institutes in
East coast of the US talks about
the post pandemic mental
health tips that all of us can
practice daily.
His research interests are focused on COVID-19 and its impact on mental health. He is
currently working as an assistant professor and a researcher
in the US who has authored
over 25 articles in renowned
journals, presented his work on
national and international platforms, written multiple book
chapters and he has been featured in expert talks for prestigious organizations.
One of his research articles
titled - Impact on mental health
by "Living in Isolation and
Quarantine" during COVID-19
pandemic- which is published in
the Journal of family medicine

and primary care has been
cited about 30 times by international researchers. In this article, he notes that mental health
has gotten tremendous importance especially due to COVID.
In the first year of the COVID19
pandemic, global prevalence of
anxiety and depression increased by a massive 25%, according to a scientific brief released by the World Health
Organization (WHO).
The beginning of the pandemic appears to have had the
greatest impact on mental
health. After more than two
years of illness, upheaval and
loss, many of us are being asked
to return to something resembling our pre pandemic lives.
Offices are filling up; masks are
coming off and more governments and organizations are
making plans to "live" with the
virus. For some people, the
feelings of anxiety and depression that emerged during the
pandemic will resolve as routines resume - people go back

to the office, social connections
are reformed, the seeming danger of activities dissipates. But
others will face new or worse
mental health issues that persist or even appear down the
road, a number that could be
quite large given the magnitude
of despair and disruption.
Dr Jain stresses that in countries with limited resources and
settings, many people have
sought support online, signaling an urgent need to make reliable and effective digital tools
available and easily accessible.
However, developing and deploying digital interventions remains a major challenge in
most countries. It is important

to practice mindfulness as we
navigate a more open, social
world, and continue to take out
time for yourself. You can do
this through methods such as
meditation or composing a
gratitude list about things in
your life. Reflecting on what
you want your life and health
to look like can be a strong motivator in helping people take
healthy action towards a desirable future.
If you are new to mindfulness, consider apps such as
Calm, Insight
Timer,
Headspace, 10 Percent
Happier, or search for guided
meditations on YouTube. As you
take back more control of your
life, be mindful of who and
what you give your energy to.
Dr Jain also recommends regular exercise even if it's for a few
minutes in the day as exercise
is a proven method for dealing
with anxiety and depression.
Studies show that spending
time in nature reduces stress.
Something as simple as tending

sual policing. Later, under
the leadership of the
Superintendent of Police,
all the officers and jawans,
including traffic cops
marched to Jail Triangle
and checked all types of
vehicles passing through
the square from 11:00 hrs
to 12:00 hrs.
More than 500 twowheeler riders were advised to wear helmets and
four-wheelers drivers to
wear seat belts. Apart
from this, action was
taken against 20 twowheelers riders who were
riding without helmets
and were using earphones.

to a garden or house plants or
walking through a park can be
calming. Choosing a diet with
whole foods, including lots of
vegetables, fruits and healthy
grains, is good for a healthy
body and mind. Eating well,
staying hydrated and limiting
the consumption of highly
processed food can also help
stabilize your mood.
It is important to refrain
from using alcohol and recreational drugs as a means to unwind as they can cause more
harm to the physical and mental health than good. Lastly, Dr
Jain advises it is always better
to reach out to a professional
for help to make sure mental
health is just as balanced as
physical health. He anticipates that mental health care
will look very different 10
years from now, than it did in
the last century combined ago
but all of these positive
changes would require all of us
to come together and make
mental health our priority.

The Officer-in-Charge of
National Service Scheme
and Prof of Chemistry, Dr
Alka Shukla gave a detailed
introduction of Acharya
Dr Sharma which also inspired the students. Dr
Shukla, while conducting
the program also enlightened on the topic of the lecture successfully. Dr
Sharma handed over the
detailed printed material
collected from papers, magazines etc to the students
for environmental science
questions and project files.
He also presented three
books written by him
namely "Gagar Mein

Sagar", "Sahitya aur
Samaj"
and
"Prerna
Pradeep" to Principal Prof
Agrawal, Dr Shukla and
Roli Yadav respectively.
At the end of the program, vote of thanks was
given by Senior Prof Dr
Sunita Jha. Mihir Meshram
and Kumari Shreya Singh
on behalf of the students described the program as very
useful, interesting and informative. Prof Rakesh
Bele, Dr Nibha Thakur,
Somlata,
Rajeshwari
Verma, Dr Mili Chandrakar,
Arzoo and other teaching
staff and a large number of
students were present.

preparation for the program
was done by Veshram Sinha,
Officer-in-Charge in Vehicle
Branch and Vishnu Chandrakar
and Sharad Dubey.
Health officer Dharmendra
Mishra was especially present
among the officers of the corporation. Apart from the vehicle
branch, Vishwakarma Jayanti
was also celebrated in the
Horticulture Department, all the
Zone Offices and other departments of the Corporation.

Youth drowns
in Sheonath
Bhilai, Sep 18: A 32-year-old youth
drowned in River Sheonath on
Saturday. SDRF conducted search
operations for hours and managed to
fish out the body. According to information, Dau Thakur (32) son of Keval
Thakur a resident of Sikolabhata had
gone to Belodi with his 7-8 friends.
They were enjoying on the banks of
the river when Dau Thakur entered
the river to take a bath. He got
trapped in the heavy flow and raised
the alarm. His friends tried to save
him with the help of ropes and stoles
but he was flown away. On information, a team of Mohan Nagar Police
Station and NDRF reached the spot
and search operations were
launched but they had to stop after a
couple of hours due to darkness. The
search operations resumed on
Sunday and with sustained efforts,
the body was fished out around 12:00
hrs. Police have lodged a case.

Devendra attends Vishwakarma
Puja in various departments of BSP

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: Lord
Vishwakarma Jayanti was
celebrated with fervour
across the city on Saturday.
Bhilai
Nagar
MLA
Devendra Yadav also offered prayers to Lord
Vishwakarma and prayed
for the happiness, peace
and prosperity of the people of the state.
Vishwakarma Puja was
celebrated with great pomp
at Bhilai Steel Plant as well.
The
idols
of
Lord

Vishwakarma were installed in various departments and mills of the
plant. Devendra Yadav was
present as the chief guest
in this function.
Along with the officers
and employees of BSP, he
offered prayers to Lord
Vishwakarma. Later, MLA
Devendra Yadav met BSP
officers and employees and
exchanged Vishwakarma
Puja greetings. On the occasion, BSP management distributed sweets and prasad.
Bhandara was also organ-

ized at many places.
Vishwakarma Jayanti
was also celebrated with
great
pomp
at
ITI
Khursipar. The students of
ITI organized a grand celebration
of
Lord
Vishwakarma
Jayanti
under the guidance of their
teachers. Bhilai Nagar
MLA Devendra Yadav attended the programme as
the chief guest. They worshiped Lord Vishwakarma
with devotion. All the staff,
teachers and students of
ITI were present.
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PCC passes proposal to appoint
Rahul Gandhi as National President

All rights for any
changes in PCC
handed over to
AICC National
President
Central Chronicle News
Raipur,
Sep
18:
Two proposals were
passed in the meeting of
newly appointed Congress
delegates held at Rajiv
Bhavan and this included
proposal to appoint Rahul
Gandhi as the National
President AICC and also
to handover the rights of
any changes or appointment of new PCC Chief
and other posts in PCC to
the
AICC
National

President. It is notable
here that election procedure for appointment of
National President AICC
will start from Sep 22 onwards and in case if there
is more than one candidate then polling will be
held on Oct 17 and counting on Oct 19.
A meeting of Congress
delegates was held under
the chairmanship of
Presiding officer PCC
Chhattisgarh Hussain
Dalvai and in this PCC
State in-Charge PL Punia,
CM Bhupesh Baghel and
PCC
Chief
Mohan
Markam and other senior
party office bearers of
PCC here on Sunday.
The first proposal was
put forth by CM Bhupesh

Engineer-in-Chief Bhatpahari
replaced by KK Pipari
On charges of complaint related to bad
road conditions
received by CM in
Raigarh
Raipur,
Sep
18:
In case of complaints received related to bad condition of roads during
‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ to CM,
the Engineer-in-Chief (En-C) VK Bhatpahari has
been suspended. This
probably might be the
first case in Chhattisgarh
when an action has been
taken against the Head of
the Department (HoD) to
a complaint about bad
road conditions in the
state. Bhapahari has been
appointed as OSD in

PWD in the State
Secretariat.
It is notable here that
during
the
‘BhentMulaquat’ programme by
CM in Raigarh, he received complaints related
to bad condition of roads
and when CM tried to
know the reasons behind
it, he was taken aback on
hearing that despite having funds, repair and
maintenance work has
not being carried out. On
this CM expressed his annoyance and decided to
remove E-n-C and in his
place KK Pipari has been
appointed as E-n-C incharge and he would continue to work as CE-PWD
in National Highway
Authority
of
India
(NHAI) in the state.

Munat blames state govt
for dilapidated roads
Raipur, Sept 18: BJP
state spokesperson and
former minister Rajesh
Munat has blamed state
government for poor condition of roads in state. He
took a dig at the state government over removal of
ENC of Public Works
Department on Sunday
saying that these days
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is taking the decisions of all the departments himself without
knowledge of the ministers.
Yesterday, instructions
were issued regarding
swine flu without the
health minister’s knowledge and today the ENC of
the
Public
Works
Department was changed

while the departmental
minister did not know
about this, Munat said,
adding that state government itself was responsible for lack of coordination.
According to him ever
since Congress government was formed in the
state, profiteering and
nepotism were encouraged in the construction
works. He alleged that the
government never tried to
coordinate in the construction departments and
therefore condition of the
roads in the state deteriorated. The government
could not even maintain
the roads built during the
previous BJP regime, he
added.

Fire breaks out in Raipur
Railway Station
Goods worth lakhs
kept in parcel
godown gutted
Raipur, Sept 18: Fire
broke out at parcel
godown
at
Raipur
Railway Station premises
on Sunday morning.
Goods worth lakhs of rupees in the godown were
gutted.
The goods brought from
the Azad Hind Express
train were kept in the
godown last night. This
item of Tridev Express
Cargo Courier Company
was to be sent from parcel

godown to different
places. But before that
this accident happened.
All the items k ept in
two different carts were
burnt to ashes. Some of
the consignments that
were gutted in fire included mobile accessories,
jewelry boxes, saris.
As soon as the news of
the fire broke out, RPF
and GRP officers reached
the spot and gathered information from the employees at the parcel office. The officers who
reached the spot took
stock of the situation.
They told how the accident took place.

Baghel saying that as per
the sentiments and feelings of all the party office
bearers and Congmen I
put forth the proposal of
appointing Rahul Gandhi
as the National President
of AICC. This proposal
was supported by PCC
Chief Mohan Markam,
senior party leader Dr
Charandas
Mahant,
Minister TS Singh Deo
and Dr Shiv Kumar
Daharia and dr Premsai
Singh.
The other proposal was
put forth by the PCC Chief
Mohan Markam and in
this it was mentioned that
all the representatives of
state Congress authorised
the
AICC
National
President to nominate the

PCC Chief, V-P, Treasurer
and other posts and office
bearers, working committee members, state election Samiti and AICC
members from the state.
This proposal was supported by CM Bhupesh
Baghel, senior leader Dr
Charandas
Mahant,
Minister Shiv Kumar
Daharia. Both the proposals were passed by raising
of hand by the Congress
delegates present.
On this occasion PCC
State in-Charge PL Punia
informed that no proposal
has been passed for any
change in the post of PCC
Chief and neither any
panel or name has been
sent. In today’s meeting
only the above two proposals have been passed. On
the other hand it is the
AICC National President
who has been handed over
the rights for appointment
of PCC Chief, Treasurer
and other posts and for
any other appointment of
representatives in the
AICC as well. No proposal
has been sent for any
changes in PCC.

CREDA presented with SEEM
Star Performance Award
For good performance in energy
conservation and
efficiency
Raipur,
Sep
18:
Chhattisgarh
State
Renewable
Energy
Development Authority
(CREDA) was presented
with national award and
felicitated at national-level
by Society of Energy
Engineers and Managers
(SEEM) for best performance in the field of energy
conservation and efficiency
under
Energy
Conservation Act 2001 by
the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (B.E.E.) as the
state nodal agency of GoI
recently.

CHESS TOURNAMENT

ED BoI Monika
Kalia arriving today

Raipur, Sep 18: The
Executive Director
Bank of India (BoI)
Ms. Monika Kalia will
be arriving here on
Sept 19. During the
maiden arrival of
Monika Kalia in
Raipur region, variety
of programmes will
be organised in the
presence
of
GM
(National Banking
group- MP & CG)
Lokesh Krishna, GM
Head
office
Gyaneshwar Prasad.
Keeping in mind the
presence
of
Ms.
Monika Kalia, a consumer outreach programme will be organised in Hotel Babylon
International and in
this discussions will
be held in detailed
about expansion of
business.
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The Chhattisgarh Chief Minister’s Trophy International Grandmaster’s Chess
Tournament was formally inaugurated and during this General Secretary Indian
Chess Federation (ICF) Bharat Singh Chouhan, MLA Kuldeep Juneja, Mayor Ejaz
Dhebar, Chairman of Organising Committee and Chief Patron Chhattisgarh State
Chess Federation Gurucharan Singh Hora and Vinod Rathi, President State Chess
Association Raghvendra Singhania and office bearers from other sports organsiations and national and international chess players were also present.

CM directs to suspend
Principal of Govt HS School
Based upon complaint by a girl from
Pinkapar

The
Dy.
Director
General B.E.E. GoI Dr
Ashok Kumar presented
SEEM Star Performance
Award 2021 for SDA to
CEO CREDA Alok Katiyar
in a special programme
held in New Delhi on Sep

16. It is notable here that
SEEM is a Non-profit national-level organisation
located at Trivandrum in
Kerala and it is working
for promotion of power
conservation and energy
efficiency for last 10 years.

Balod, Sep 18: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has suspended the Principal
of Government HS School
Pinkapar
Sangeeta
Khobragade on charges of
not so good behaviour with
school children. A girl student of Class 12th has
lodged complaint with CM
about her and informed that
even after transfer, she is
continuing in the post of
Principal and is charging
high-fees.
To a question by CM to
Punetshari Kashyap of

Seminar on Rights of Women
with Disabilities concludes
Raipur, Sep 18: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organized a twoday seminar on “Rights
of
women
with
Disabilities: Challenges,
Opportunities and Way
Forward” from 17 to 18
September 2022. The conference was organized in
collaboration with the
National Commission for
Women (NCW), New
Delhi by the Dept. of
Information Technology
(IT), and the Dept. of
Humanities & Social
Sciences (HSS), NIT
Raipur. Anila Bhendia,
Cabinet Minister of
Women
&
Child
Development and Social
Welfare
Department

Home-alone
woman raped
by her friend
Raipur, Sep 18: A miscreant
initially came close to a
woman and raped her after
finding her alone at her home
in Urla area of Raipur. He
was arrested on the basis
complaint lodged by the victim. Suspect named 30-yearold Deva Paikra, is resident of
Ambikapur. He was found to
have previous criminal
records. He used to indulge in
small incidents of theft. For
the last some time he was living near Gaji Nagar Masjid in
Urla. The victim was residing
alone in her house after her
husband’s death and was
making a living by working
nearby. A few months back,
Paikra befriended the
woman. He started going to
her house. Taking opportunity, he started outraging her
modesty.

Govt. of Chattisgarh was
the chief guest on the
first day of the seminar.
The chief guest for the
second day was Gopa
Sanyal, News Presenter
and Editorial Assistant,
DD News, Chhattisgarh.
Dr Sudhakar Pandey,
Associate Professor, NIT
Raipur,
Dr
Rajiv
Choudhary, Professor,
PRSU Raipur, Girija
Jalchatri, CEO, Divyang
NGO Raipur. Dr Mridu
Sahu,
Assistant
Professor, and Dr Moksha
Singh,
Assistant
Professor, NIT Raipur
were present at the seminar.
Dr Rajiv Choudhary
highlighted the chal-

lenges disabled women
have to face in self-representation. He also emphasized on mental health rejuvenation of disabled
women through yoga and
meditation while suggesting multiple practices for
time management. Girija
Jalchatri gave perspectives on the Exclusion
and Inclusion of women
with disabilities and efforts made by public and
private NGOs in the concerned field. Dr Mridu
Sahu displayed her research work through a
digital
presentation
medium highlighting the
importance of Sleep.
The session was concluded with a valedictory

session
where
Dr
Sudhakar Pandey mentioned about enhanced
psychological senses of
the physically disabled.
Gopa Sanyal highlighted
society’s responsibility
over assuring that disabled people utilize the
government’s fair rights
and entitlements. Over
250 disabled students
from various institutes
participated in this twoday seminar and volunteering was done by the
student members of
Sahyog- the mentorship
club of NIT Raipur.
Artwork created by disabled students was put on
exhibition in the form of
a gallery presentation.

Cousin brother of BJP LS MP joins Cong fold
Raipur, Sep 18: Vijay Pandey,
who is the cousin brother of Lok
Sabha (LS) MP of Rajnandgaon
from BJP Santosh Pandey, joined
Congress fold here on Sunday.
This has come as a big blow to
District and State BJP. Vijay
Pandey reached official residence of MLA Kawardha on
Sunday morning and took membership
of
Congress.
Mohammed Akbar welcomed
him by presenting him with
party’s stole.
This particular step by Vijay
Pandey associated with BJP for
last three decades has been
taken in view of notice issued to
him by BJP Kabirdham district.
He was serving as District
President of Kabirdham District
BJP Vyapar Prakosth. In addition
to this he was also State
President
of
Hindustan
Petroleum dealers’ Association.
To open an office of the
Association and for allotment of

land, he has invited MLA
Mohammed Akbar for discussions to his petrol pump in
Bodala. Akbar reached his office
and he was welcomed by Vijay
Pandey as per courtesy and this
was not liked by District BJP
office. So Vijay Pandey was
issued notice on Sep 17 asking
him to submit clarification within 3 days and it was questioned
as to why he should not be suspended from the party. In this
notice the district general secretary has signed, but there was
no name in it. In the notice it
was mentioned that he welcomed a Minister from another
party being in a post in District

People of Jevartala
village welcomed CM

BJP and it comes under party’s
indiscipline category.
This notice served as background for Vijay Pandey to leave
the party and taking it as his disrespect for the post and the
party to which he was associated since 1994, he decided to quit
the party. He apprised MLA
Mohammed Akbar about his
desire to join Congress and to
which he accepted. At the time
of joining party’s membership by
Vijay Pandey, CREDA member
Kanhaiya Agrawal and active
Congress office bearer of
Kabirdham
Gorelal
Chandravanshi
was
also
present.

Nahanda as to what all they
get in the ration, she answered in affirmation saying that she is getting everything. Punetshari informed
CM that around 100 of them
are willing to work in the
Rural Industrial Park being
created in Gouthan and on
which CM directed to construct a shed there.
Sohanlal Kashyap in-

formed CM that he has got
51 acre land and he urged
CM to start paddy purchase
from Nov 1 and on which
CM asked the farmers present as to whether they are
getting benefit of Rajiv
Gandhi Krishi Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyaya
Yojana or not and on which
it was big ‘yes’ from all
those present.

Pt Vamanrao Lakhe birth
anniversary celebrated

Raipur, Sep 18: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited village Jevartala of
Gunderdehi constituency

today under his BhentMulaqat Abhiyan. People
of Jevartala welcomed
their
Chhattisgarhia

Chief Minister by weighing him with ‘Ayirasa
Pakwan’. They thanked
Chief Minister for pro-

moting Chhattisgarhi culture and cuisine. Touched
by the affectionate gesture
of the villagers, Chief
Minister thanked them for
their love, faith and support.
Made of jaggery and
rice flour, Ayirasa Pakwan
holds a special place in
Chhattisgarhi cuisine. To
prepare this delicacy, rice
is washed and left to dry
overnight. The rice so
dried is then grinded in
‘dheki’ and then the rice
flour so made is mixed
with jaggery syrup and
fried in oil to prepare
Ayirasa Pakwan. This
dish is an important part
of the local festivities of
the state.
Conservation
and
Promotion
of
Chhattisgarhi Culture is
the top priority of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
It
was
the
Chief
Minister’s initiative to celebrate Bore Basi at state
level for the first time.
Declaring holidays on
local festivals and organizing grand celebration of
these folk festivals are also
the part of Chhattisgarh
Government’s efforts to
promote the indigenous
cultures and traditions.

Celebration of the Hindi Diwas
at Allons Public School

Bemetara, Sep 18: The
Hindi Diwas was celebrated
in the school on Sept 14.
The program was inaugurated by garlanding the
statues of the Hindi poet
late
Shri
Munshi
Premchandji and the poetess late Smt Mahadevi
Verma and lighting a lamp.
The Activities Calendar of
this school was released on
this memorable occasion by
teachers & students.
Dr.
Satyajit
Hota,
Principal, said that a national language has the
greatest importance in a nation. Every human being
expresses his feelings only
through some language or
the other. A language is the
basis of literature, art, science and philosophy. A na-

tional language is essential
for the development of the
national unity and national
integration among the residents of any country.
Firstly, Mahatma Gandhi
proposed to adopt Hindi as
the official language of
India in 1918. A national
language is also necessary
for the mental and intellectual development of human
beings. No matter how
many languages a person
acquires, he has to take
refuge of mother tongue to
express the feelings. This
gives more mental satisfaction. He said that Hindi is
our official language which
is used in the official work.
He conducted a quiz among
the students to find the difference between Indian and

Hindustani and found that
the modern generation is
influenced with English. It
is ignoring the traditions of
Hindustan. Just as mother’s milk has utmost value.
Similarly, Hindi language is
necessary for the national
development. Just as mother’s milk nourishes the
child, the mother tongue
nurtures a sense of nationalism among citizens. He
praised the simplicity and
grammar of Hindi language. He insisted to adopt
Hindi for the national development.
Dr. Jagendra Kumar
Kulmitra,
Hindi
Department, said that our
country faced many problems after independence.
the problem of national lan-

guage was one of them.
This problem cannot be
solved even by law because
India is a vast country and
it is inhabited by people
who speak many languages.
On the occasion of Hindi
Diwas, the students of class
7th sang a song in Hindi as
our national pride. The students of class 6presented
their irrefutable love for
Hindi language through
their energetic speeches
and poems. The participating students were Aviral
Tamrkar, Purvi Soni,
Navprit Kaur Ubeja, Mahi
Dwivedi, Tejaswini Yadav,
Aditi Chandak, Neer
Meshram, Ram Vilas
Vaidya, Gursewak Singh
Kaur (Class PP1). The programme was successfully
conducted by School Hindi
teacher Smt. Pushpalata
Patle and Mrs. Renuka
Kale. The program ended
with a slogan Jai Hindi and
Jai Hindustan. Kamaljit
Arora, Chairman , Pushkal
Arora, Director, Sunil
Sharma,
School
Administrator, teachers
and students were present
on the occasion.

NAVRATRI PREPARATIONS

Preparations are in full-swing for nine-day ‘Navratri’ festival starting in few days from now.

CM Baghel meets his former classmate
Raipur, Sep 18: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Sunday met
his former classmate during his
visit to village Belaudi falling
under the Gunderdehi assembly
constituency as a part of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister visited the house of the local
Sarpanch to express condolences
over the demise of his son Late
Bhupendra Sarthi. Here he met
his former classmate and retired
teacher
Ganguram
Sahu.

Special Article

Pt Vamanrao Lakhe
birth anniversary
celebrated
Raipur, Sept 18: The
150th birth anniversary of
Pt Vamanrao Lakhe,
founder of cooperative,
freedom fighter and educationist was celebrated at a
function organized jointly
by Vamanrao Lakhe
Higher Secondary School
and SP English Medium.
Rajya Gou Seva Aayog
President Mahant Dr Ram
Sunder Das was present as
chief guest. Yog Aayog
President Ajay Tiwari,
Secretary Anil Tiwari,

Mahant College Principal
Dr Devashish Mukherjee
and School principals
Manju Sahu and Asha
Rani Bose were specially
present on the occasion.
Rajya Gou Seva Aayog
president Dr Ram Sunder
Das in his address threw
light on Pt Vamanrao
Lakhe’s contribution in
the field of education. On
the occasion of 150th birth
anniversary of Vamanrao
Lakhe, a 3-day competition
was organized in Hirapur
School. Students of government and private
schools participated in
these competitions. The
winners of all these competitions were rewarded.

Two dead bodies found
on railway track
Raipur, Sep 18: Two people died on the spot after
being hit by a train near Kachana in Khamhardih
area of ??the capital Raipur on Saturday night. Police
immediately reached the spot after getting information. Efforts were being made to identify the dead
bodies. It is not yet clear whether it is a case of suicide or an accident. Police investigation is underway.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
honors the sentiments of the residents of the newlyformed districts
Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Sep 18: During
the times of undivided
Madhya Pradesh, only
the districts Raipur,
Durg,
Rajnandgaon,
Raigarh,
Bilaspur,
Bastar, and Sarguja existed
in
the
Chhattisgarh zone. Two
years
before
the
Chhattisgarh state formation, i.e. in 1998, the
district Kabirdham was
formed by separating
some parts of the districts Bilaspur and
Rajnandgaon.
The
Korba district was also
formed by separating
some parts of Bilaspur.
Similarly, Mahasamund
and Dhamtari were
formed as new districts
by separating parts of
the Raipur district.
Moreover, the districts
Kanker and Dantewada
were
formed
from

independent districts.
Mungeli under Bilaspur
was declared a district.
Balod and Bemetara
under Durg were also
declared as new districts.
BalrampurRamanujganj
and
Surajpur under Sarguja
were formed as new districts. As a result, the
number of districts in
the state increased from
18 to 27.
The administrative
decentralization done
by the Chief Minister
has given immense relief to the common people and is indeed commendable. It had just
been 14 months of him
being
the
Chief
Minister that he created
history by making
“Gaurela-PendraMarwahi” a district on
February 2020, fulfilling
the much-awaited demand of the zone. After
the formation of the
GPM (Gaurela-PendraMarwahi) district, about
3.5 lakh people could get
rid of physical, mental,
and economical difficulties and save considerable time while completing the various schemes,
works, and require-

ments
of
the
Government/administration. In layman’s
terms, decentralization
means instead of centralizing
the
Government in one
place, it is divided at
local levels so that it ensures the contribution
of the common man in
the governance and the
people can also secure
their contribution in the
operation
of
the
Government while considering their benefits
and requirements. This
is the fundamental of
administrative decentralization, meaning
that the ease of the
reach of administration/governance to the
common people is decentralization. In this
way, the Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel,
while imparting more
significance to decentralization created the
new districts MohlaManpur-Chauki,
K h a i r a g a r h Chuikhadan-Gandai,
Sarangarh-Bilaigarh,
ManendragarhChirimiri-Bharatpur,
and
Sakti
besides
Gaurela-Pendra-

surprise, he still remembers his
school days even after his hectic
daily schedule as a head of the
state. He is a down-toearth person who still
remembers the names of
his classmates”, said Sahu.
He added that he rendered
his services as a teacher in
the
same
school
(Middle/Higher Secondary School
Marra) where he studied. Chief
Minister patted him on the shoulder and said that he already knew

this. Describing the personality of
Baghel during his school days, 63year-old Ganguram Sahu said “The
Chief Minister was his classmate
from class VI to XII in Government
Middle School and High School
Marra. He was not only a meritorious student but was also vocal
about his rights as he was the
President of the school union in
high school. Perhaps the foundation of his excellent leadership
skills was laid during his school
days.”

Adit Singh of DPS Raipur declared
national ‘INSPIRE’ winner
Raipur, Sep 18: MANAK
or
Million
Minds
Augmenting
National
Aspirations
and
Knowledge,
INSPIRE
AWARDS (Innovation in
Science Pursuits for
Inspired
Research)
scheme is one of the flagship programs in which
DPS, Raipur’s Adit Singh
was irrefutably declared a
national winner for his innovative idea on making a
biodegradable natural
sweetener coated cup with
embedded immune-booster herb mixture or an appeasing ‘Kadha’ that can
be used as a preventive
measure against COVID19. This has also availed
him the opportunity to
meet the Honorable
President of India and go
on an educational trip to
Japan which is being sponsored by Department of
Science and Technology,
Government of India.
Stevia, as we know is a
plant whose leaves are 200
times sweeter than table
sugar but has no carbohydrates. Adit used this

‘Administrative decentralization gives relief to people’
Bastar, and Koriya and
Jashpur were formed
from Sarguja by the cont e m p o r a n e o u s
Government.
The
Chhattisgarh
state was formed on 1
November 2000. At that
time, only 16 districts existed in the state: Bastar,
Kanker,
Dantewada,
Raipur, Mahasamund,
Dhamtari,
Durg,
R a j n a n d g a o n ,
Kabirdham, Bilaspur,
Raigarh,
JanjgirChampa,
Korba,
Sarguja, Koriya, and
Jashpur. In 2007, the district Narayanpur was
formed from Bastar, and
Bijapur was formed
from Dantewada. In this
way, Chhattisgarh came
to be known as a state
with 18 districts.
In 2012, 9 more districts were formed that
included the Kondagaon
district formed by joining some parts of
Bastar, and the Sukma
district was formed by
separating some parts of
Dantewada. In the same
way,
BalodabazarBhatapara
and
Gariyaband
falling
under the Raipur district were formed as two

‘Ganguram, How come are you
here? Your home village is
Godhiyari (Patan) right?’, asked
Baghel.
Sahu replied that after
his retirement he is now
staying in his in-laws’ house
in village Belaudi. Baghel
spent some time with his
former classmate and took
a trip back to school times, reminiscing the school days. “I don’t
have words to describe how I felt.
A long time has passed but to my

Marwahi and gave an
important gift to the residents of the state. Chief
Minister Baghel has
formed 6 new districts
in a mere quarter to four
years.
The thought process
behind the formation of
these new districts was
that he aimed for the holistic development of
the
tribal
people,
Scheduled Castes, and
backward classes and
also the cultural, religious, historical, and
archeological development of the zone. People
should reap the benefits
of the Government’s
schemes and the state’s
mineral
resources.
Infrastructure
like
roads, electricity, water,
hospitals, schools, colleges, and ration shops,
and other basic facilities
should be extended. The
local youth should secure employment easily.
The formation of these
new districts will definitely speed up development and the administration/governance will
conduct more social welfare works while keeping the trust of the common people intact.

sweetening agent to make
the ‘kadha’ or concoction
palatable like ‘cuppa noodles’ mania that brought
him and the school unprecedented laurels. On
enquiring, he explained
that mixture of herbs and
spices were embedded in
the lower end of a disposable glass from inside,
sealed with a meshwork.
To maintain the glass’ contents hot for a long time,
he used double wall effect
by lining formed glass
with outer cardboard; further lining this with dried
green leaves to sustain
thermal effect so that it
could be bought or taken

along during travels. All
one needs is to pour luke
warm water into the glass
for the decoction to be
gulped down. Thus the reconstituted disposal glass
covered with a cartoon superimposed cover appears
like a new beverage enticing enough to taste.
Apparently, Adit’s grit
and gumption towards scientific
disposition
equipped with tools and
methods to find solutions
to the Pandemic encouraged him to execute his
idea for competition ever
since the Pandemic began.
He got this opportunity
when he discussed his

ideas with his faculty and
mentor at DPS, Abhishek
Chndrakar, Incharge of
Tinkering Laboratory.
Congratulating Adit on
his version of an ecofriendly ideology that supports humanitarian aspect of health and hygiene,
Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee
was really eloquent in
heaping praises on Adit’s
conception
and
Mr.
A b h i s h e k
Chandrakar’sguidance towards the student’s dream
project.
“This original idea rooted in science and societal
applications will certainly
foster a culture of creativity and innovative thinking among our school children,” said Pro Vice
Chairman, Baldeo Singh
Bhatia. Senior members
of the management committee, Vijay Shah and
Pukhraj Jain were also
overwhelmed with the
flight the school had taken
after the induction of the
Atal
Tinkering
Laboratory.

Jijivisha Team provided
employment to 1100 youngsters

Raipur, Sep 18: COVID
crisis had left many people of the state unemployed. At the Jandarshan
programme of Collector
Balod, a large number of
people were submitting
their application regarding unemployment issues.
In
response,
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had directed the district
administration to create
employment for people.
In compliance to Chief
Minister’s instructions,
Collector Gaurav Singh
organized
a
Mega

Employment Generation
Programme and created
two links for the same.
Employers from across
the state and the people
looking for jobs were invited to this programme.
Nearly 2000 people submitted applications for jobs,
under this programme.
People who have undergone skill development
training and the people
who were previously employed were also invited to
this programme. This initiative turned out to be a
significant success, as

more than 1100 people
were provided employment within month.
Employers that were invited to the programme included major companies
such as Kotak Mahindra.
Today, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel applauded this placement initiative and the team Balod’s
effort to bring employers
and potential employees
on one platform. He also
congratulated the youngsters who have got placement through Jijivisha
Mission.
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5 Maoists surrender including Wild tuskers disrupting daily life since last one month
military platoon member
Mainpur, Sep 18:

Konta, Sep 18:
It is due to Naxal eradication
campaign
‘Rehabilitation Policy’ of
Chhattisgarh Government
and Sukma and influenced by the “Poona
Narkom Campaign” (New
Morning, New Beginning)
being run by the police, 05
Naxalites active in the
Naxalite organization surrendered.
Surrender Naxalites respectively 01. Madvi Joga
(Platoon No. 10 Member),
02. Muchaki Deva (Jungle
Committee
President,
under Nendra RPC), 03.
Madvi Mada (Militia
Deputy Commander) 04.
Muchaki Kosa (Jungle
Committee Member) 05.
Kattam
Hadma
(Development Committee
member) on 18.09.2022 appeared in the office of
Superintendent of Police,
Naxal Ops Sukma, without weapons, in front of

Sunil
Sharma,
Superintendent of Police,
District
Sukma,
Suryakant
Singh
II
Command Officer 219th
CRPF, Girija Shankar Sao
Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Naxal Ops Konta
and surrendered.
Remaining other surrendered Naxalites have
been involved in various
activities like road digging, spike installation,
Naxalite pamphlets, installation of IEDs in the
police station Bheji area.
In getting all surrendered

Naxalites to surrender,
Deputy Commandant 219
Corps CRPF Jairam
Prasad,
Deputy
Commandant
CRPF,
Partha Sarathi, Inspector
Devendra Thakur sent in
charge of the police station, Uni.
Inspector
Hemant
Patel,
DRG
Commander had a special
contribution. The surrendered Naxalites would be
given incentives and other
facilities under the rehabilitation scheme of the
Chhattisgarh
government.

Lately
people
of
Mainpur area, tribal development
block
of
Gariaband district, have
been stunned by the terror
of wild elephants for the
past one month. Due to
such fear, villagers are
doing night watch all night
and lodging in government
buildings like community
halls, schools, gram panchayat buildings and entire villagers are forced to
spend the night awake together.
On the other hand, the
forest department is fulfilling its duties only by giving information about the
arrival of elephants and
making a munadi, while
there is no concrete plan
with the forest department
to protect the villagers
from elephants so that the
duel between the elephant
and the villagers can be
stopped. If you look, within the last three to four
years, about four elephants
have died in Mainpur,

friendly forest for elephants. Traffic is disrupted at night due to the
camping of a group of ele-

BRIEF

about 40 employees of the
Forest Department on the
National Highway, who are
continuously giving infor-

Mungeli, Sep 18:
The Chief Minister’s
ambitious plan, Swami
Atmanand School, operated in the district headquarters, is under news
because in SAGEMS,
Daupara, there is a fight
regarding the principal’s
chair. At the same time,
due to shortage of teachers and half-completed
construction in BRSAW
Swami Atmanand Hindi
Medium
Government
School, students’ studies
are getting affected. There
is dissatisfaction among
the parents regarding the

shortage of teachers in
LKG and UKG classes in
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School.
There is a tussle going
on for the post of principal in Swami Atmanand
English
Medium
Government School operating in the district headquarters. Due to which the
teaching and administrative work of the school is
getting affected.
About three months
ago, after removing the
Principal IP Yadav posted
in the school, Lecturer LB
Mrs. Srishti Sharma was
posted as the Principal.

On 19 July 2022, the services of IP Yadav were handed over to Swami
Atmanand
English
Government School by the
School
Education
Department, but due to
non-compliance of the
said order, again on
September 9, 2022, the
Under
Secretary
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government
School
Education Department issued a new order, terminating the services of the
current Principal. The
post has been ordered to
be posted temporarily and
along with this, IP Yadav

What officer says
In Swami Atmanand
Excellent
English
Medium School, the government has replaced
Mrs. Srishti Sharma
and made IP Yadav as
the
principal.
Government orders will
be followed. Satish
Pandey, DEO Mungeli.

Udanti Sitanadi Tiger
Reserve area, in which one
elephant died due to electric current near Paragaon
and two elephants died in
the hilly area of Amamora
Ondh.
Elephants have been arriving in the forests of
Mainpur and Udanti
Sitanadi Tiger Reserve of
Gariaband Forest Division

for the last four to five
years and this group of elephants first arrived from
the Sonabeda forest area of
Orissa, after that many
groups of elephants continued to enter this area.
Moreover, the forest of
Mainpur area is quite
dense, with sufficient
water and sufficient bamboo trees; is proving to be a

phants on the National
Highway 130C, the group
of elephants has so far
been confined to the villages quite inside the road,
but for the last one week it
is being seen that a group
of 32-33 elephants roaming
in the area is now continuously camping in the
National Highway 130C
Mainpur Devbhog Marg.
Although the Forest
Department has engaged
the Hathi Mitra Dal and

mation about the movement of elephants to the
passers-by of the area, the
elephants are on continues
destruction mode. Lately
in Adgadi, Kanharpara,
Pendra area, it is causing
damage to several acres of
maize and paddy crops,
meanwhile also disrupting
daily life by forcing school
students away from school,
owing to fears of sudden
rampage by the tusker
groups.

GourellaPendraMarwahi,
Sep
18:
District Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary conducted a department-wise
review of public problems
and public grievances and
implementation of public
welfare schemes in the
weekly deadline meeting
here. She took districtwise information about
cow dung, vermi compost
manufacturing, lifting
and payment under
Godhan Nyay Yojna and
directed to take strict action against the secretaries of the respective
panchayats and the Rural
Agricultural Extension
Officer if less than 30
quintals of cow dung is
purchased in a month.
She directed the other
departments including
agriculture, forest, horticulture to lift the vermi
compost and pay the
amount, as well as under
various schemes to selfhelp groups for goat,
chicken, duck, fish, mushroom production etc. The
Collector also directed to

purchase food items and
daily use pickles, papad,
masala, pulses, vegetables, oil, soap, phenyl,
broom etc. made by
women self-help groups of
the district for the use of
schools, hostels, ashrams
and Anganwadi centers.
The Collector said that
for the recruitment of unemployed youth of the
district to the posts of

Security Jawan and
Security Supervisor, the
Security Skills Council of
India (SSCI) New Delhi in
collaboration
with
Security and Intelligence
Services Anuppur on

GaurelaPendra
Marwahi and the candidates will be given appointment letters for
training.
Project Director DRDA
RK Khunte, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Archana
Jha,
Joint
Collector Virendra Singh
and Anandroop Tiwari,
Sub-Divisional Officer
Revenue
Pushpendra

September 14, Gourela on
September 15, Pendra on
September
16.
To
Marwahi
and
on
September 17, the physical standards will be
taken in the police line

Sharma and Devsinh
Uike, Chief Medical and
Health Officer, Paikra,
District Education Officer
Manoj, District officers of
all departments were
present.

Make every effort towards
NB group of school organises
‘Swachch Sambad’ campaign during
enrichment session
cleanliness fortnight in Sambalpur Division providing health facilities: DC
 To the general public

Sambalpur, Sep 18:
Swachhta Pakhwada is
being
organised in
Sambalpur Division from
16th September- 2022 to
30th September-2022. On
17th Septemebert-2022 “
Swachch Sambad” was
observed at various stations over Sambalpur
Division. Prabhat Pheri
was organised under the
leadership of Divisional
Railway
Manager
,

Sambalpur,
Pradeep
Kumar. The purpose of
Prabhat Pheri was to involve large number of
Railway Employees to ensure cleanliness in the
vicinity of their habitat.
Prabhat Pheri was organized from the Railway
Stadium to Rail Nagar
gate. There were interactions with passengers to
create awareness on cleanliness and feedback collected from passengers re-

garding cleanliness of
Stations & trains. Vendors
on stations were counseled. Announcements
also have been made for
discouraging single use of
plastic and ban on plastic
below 50 microns on various stations. On 19th &
20th September -2022 the
drive will be based on the
theme of
“ Swachh
Stations
”
(Clean
Stations ) at various stations of the Division.

Rajnandgaon, Sep 18: District
Collector Doman Singh took
the meeting of Jeevan Deep
Committee in the Collectorate
Hall here on Friday and the
Collector said that every effort
should be made to provide
medical facilities in the district, so that the general public
can get health facilities easily.
He said that dialysis machine
has been installed in the district hospital and the dialysis
machine is to be started in the
district hospital from 26
September. Patients of critical
illness can get their illness
treated with Ayushman card,
he said. The Collector also said
that CCTV cameras must be
installed in the hospital premises and instructions were
given to issue tenders for
cleanliness, security, canteen,
food for patients. The Colcetor

Artist Jagjot Singh Rubal
gives final touches to a
painting made as a tribute
to Britain’s late Queen
Elizabeth II, ahead
of her state funeral, in
Amritsar, Sunday.

Busted




also said that the services of
dentist should be done through
Jeevan Deep Samiti and guidelines and IEC should be set at
various places of the district
hospital with the help of
Jeevan Deep Committee.
He said that an amount of Rs.4
lakh 10 thousand has to be
deposited in the district hospital by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests,
Government of India for
obtaining authorization of Bio-

Medical Waste Management
Rules 2016 and water, air consent. On this occasion,
Councilor Shri Kulbir Chhabra
informed about the need of Xray machine, CT scan machine
and dialysis machine. Chief
Medical and Health Officer Dr.
Mithlesh Chaudhary, SDM
Rajnandgaon Mr. Arun Verma,
Civil Surgeon Dr. PK Jain and
members of Jeevan Deep
Committee were present in the
meeting.

create environment receptive
while teaching different subjects
and what is the mind mapping
and planning a lesson in holistic
were the major topic dealt with
,overall it was conducted successfully.
All preprimary heads and
teachers attended the workshop. It began with the lamp
lightning, followed by short
prayer. Lastly Neeraj Bajpai and
Mrs Sonal Bajpai (Director NB
group of schools) congratulated
all team members for their vigorous efforts to nurture young
minds by providing support,
care ,guidance as a felicitator
and educator.



It is to be known that
in view of the convenience of the common people, it was decided to establish a transport facility center under which
every block headquarters
of every district and
transport facility center
was to be opened on the
basis of requirement.
For the work related to
driving license and other
RTO, one had to run to
the district headquarters
and many brokers were
active in this work, who
pretended to be RTO
agent and got the work
related to RTO done by

of communication, due
to which many unemployed people did not
even know about it.
There was also an
error in the application
form
of
Transport
Facilitation Center issued by the Transport
Department and some information was not clear
in many of the information sought in the application, Sheetal Kumar
Sahu, who applied from
Fingeshwar, said that
there were many mistakes in the form.
According to the information received from the
sources, the Transport
Facilitation Center allot-

ted in the district is being
told to be given by the officials of the Transport
Department to the people
who have been favored by
them. This allegation is
being made by the people
who were already doing
the work of brokerage by
becoming RTO agents.
According to the rules
of Transport Facilitation
Center Guide 2022 135 /
Sori, this facility was to
be opened in 100 square
feet, in which many facilities like technical room,
waiting room, toilet,
bathroom have to be provided, but without any
physical verification,
much against the law.

Mysuru Railway Line, underground tunnel passing
through
Bandipura
National Park and proposal to increase bus services
at night in this eco-sensitive zone. Addressing reporters after the meeting,
Bommai said, the Kerala
government sought co-operation for its various railway projects including
Kanhangad-Kaniyur Rail
Line route, and other highway projects. The proposed
KanhangadKaniyur rail line project
has a 40 km route in
Kerala and 31 km in
Karnataka.”
“However, this project is
not very beneficial for
Karnataka. Besides, it will
pass through the rich biodiversity and ecologically
sensitive areas of the
Western Ghats. So, the
Kerala CM was clearly told
that it was not possible for
the State of Karnataka to
give extended co-operation

for this project.”
“... the Railways had
said that it will review the
project if both the states
agree to it. We rejected it
because there is no benefit
to Karnataka from this
Railway Line,” he said.
Another Railway project
that the state rejected was
the Thalaseri-Mysuru
Railway Line.
Vijayan discussed the
old project of TellicherryMysuru rail line route and
he was told that it was not
possible to give permission as the proposed rail
route
will
traverse
through
BandipurNagarhole National Parks
and it will cause great
damage to flora and fauna,
Bommai said.
The Kerala CM proposed the construction of
an underground rail route
and even it was rejected
flatly as it would damage
the environment during
the construction activities.

Muslims devotees mourn as they participate in the Chehlum procession to commemorate the martyrdom of Imam
Husain, in Lucknow, Sunday

A king who sold gold caparisons of temple jumbos for railway line Python swallows goat in
Kochi, Sep 18 (PTI):
The
debate
over
whether Kerala can afford
the whopping budget of
the proposed Silver Line
semi high speed rail corridor is yet to die down, but
the state government has
made it clear that they will
go ahead with the multicrore project anyway.
Not just now, the massive budget of an infrastructure project had even
left a royalty worried here
a century ago and the visionary king had generated funds by disposing of
the gold caparisons of his
palace elephants to turn
his big dream into reality.
When the first ever passenger train whistled its
way to Kochi on July 6,
1902 through the newly
built Shoranur-Cochin
railway line, it was the result of sheer hard work
and pains taken by the

king, who had dreamt of
seeing a train chugging
into his princely state.
The progressive king
was none other than Rama
Varma XV, the then
Maharaja of Cochin, who
was said to have been
mocked at even by the
Britishers when he approached them with the
proposal of a railway line
connecting his tiny kingdom with Shoranur, which
shared border with the
then princely state of
Malabar ruled by the
English collector.
The Britishers did not
take the King and his proposal seriously as they believed that a princely state
like Cochin could not afford the budget of the railway line construction that
would run into lakhs of
rupees during the late 19th
century.
But, Varma had stunned
the Europeans by raising

Rama Varma XV
adequate amount by selling 14 of the 15 ‘thanga
nettippattams” (gold caparsions) of the palace
jumbos kept at the famed
Sree Poornathrayeesa
Temple at Tripunithura
here, according to a souvenir published by the

Kochi City Corporation.
Sree Poornathrayeesa was
the family deity of the
erstwhile Cochin royals.
The determined ‘Raja’
(king) also sold the jewellery of some nearby temples and donated the monetary reserves of the
palace to make the railway
line a reality.
“There was a railway
line from Madras to
Shoranur during that
time. The people of Cochin
also loved to hear the whistles of the train. But, what
to do? There was no
money,” said an article in
the souvenir, brought out
over two decades ago.
The souvenir said the
Maharaja of Cochin, who
had always given prominence to the welfare of the
people, came up with a solution for the paucity of
funds.
“The
Sree
Poornathrayeesa Temple
had 15 thanga nettippat-

TRADITIONAL ATTIRE



Jammu: In a noble
initiative, Army on
Sunday organised an
artificial limb camp in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s border district of Rajouri and
identified 72 needy
persons who will be
provided free of cost
required equipment in
November, a defence
spokesman said. The
artificial limb camp
was organised by the
Ace of Spades
Division at the
Advance Landing
Ground in collaboration with the Kiwanis
Club of New Delhi.

Mishap


Srinagar: Three people died in a mud
house collapse in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Anantnag
district, officials said
on Sunday. Manzoor
Gorsi (40), Hajira
(55), and Asif Gorsi
(16) were in the temporary structure
built in the Mather
Patheri Daksum area
of the district on
Saturday night when
it suddenly collapsed,
they said.

tams (gold caparisons)
during the time. Of them,
14 caparisons, jewels of
some nearby temples and
the palace money were
used for the railway line.
Thus, the first ‘kari vandi’
(steam train) reached
Ernakulam with passengers on July 6, 1902,” it
said.
The old railway station
of Kochi had come up in a
place between the High
Court building and the
Tata oil mill later, the book
added.
Eminent historian M G
Sasibhooshan said the
construction of the railway line had demanded
huge investment and
Kochi’s treasury could not
afford it.
Compensation had to be
given for the acquisition of
land for laying of railway
tracks and that was the responsibility of the state,
he said.

J’khand’s tiger reserve

Ranchi, Sept 18 (PTI):
An eight-foot long
python was rescued after
it swallowed a whole goat
in a village in Jharkhand’s
Palamau Tiger Reserve
(PTR), a forest official said
on Sunday.
The python has been
spreading fear at Karwai,
a village of about 400 families in Garu (East) forest
range of the reserve, for
past four-five days. The villagers were scared as their
goats and hens were going
missing every morning,
officials said.
“The snake reached
near the house of one
Maneswar Oraon in the
village on Saturday and
swallowed his goat. The
villagers located the
python, which was not
able to flee after swallowing the goat. They in-

formed me and I immediately sent a four-member
rescue team led by forest
guard Tara Kumar to the
village,” in-charge of
foresters at PTR Nirbhay
Singh told PTI.
He said they rescued the
python with help of villagers and released it in
deep forest on the other
side of the Koel river.
“The snake entered the
village attracted by domestic animals, as it was getting easy food in the village,” Singh said.
Maneswar Oraon said
the goat was in maize field
adjacent to his house
when the python attacked
and swallowed it.
“Even though the snake
used to come out at night,
we were afraid because it
could be dangerous for little children in the village,”
he said.

Retired teachers educate poor tribal kids
Whose parents lost jobs in pandemic

New Delhi: Four men
were arrested for allegedly obstructing an
Anti-Corruption
Branch (ACB) team,
which raided AAP
MLA Amanatullah
Khan’s residence,
from discharging its
duties, police said on
Sunday. Shakeel
Ahmad (45), Afsar (20),
Anwar (31) and
Sikander (45) were arrested on Saturday,
they said.

Aurangabad,Sep18(PTI):

Camp

In allotment of transport facilitation center
charging huge amount
from the beneficiary.
Now in every block headquarter, driving license
and other services will be
provided
by
the
Transport Facilitation
Center, this is an important decision of the government for the common
people, but the government could not crack
down on the arbitrary
dictatorship of the officials running under the
nose of the government.
The advertisement issued by the department
for
the
Transport
Facilitation Center was
not known, nor was it informed through any kind

New Delhi: A court
here has acquitted a
man of the charge of
robbing cash and jewellery from two men at
gunpoint in 2017, saying the testimonies of
the witnesses were insufficient to prove the
guilt. The court also
said that in criminal
cases, a golden thread
in the administration
of justice was if two
views were possible on
the evidence submitted, one pointing to the
guilt of the accused,
and the other, towards
the accused’s innocence, then the view
which was more
favourable to
the accused must be
accepted.

The bilateral talks held
between the governments
of Kerala and Karnataka
here on Sunday on various
projects failed to yield results as Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai turned
down the proposals of his
counterpart
Pinarayi
Vijayan, citing environmental concerns.
Bommai rejected all the
key infrastructure related
proposals of Kerala, saying it will damage the ecosensitive
zones
and
wildlife sanctuaries.
Vijayan
called
on
Bommai in the city this
morning to hold discussions on various projects
and issues of mutual interest, as decided at the
South Zonal Council meeting. The projects that
Vijayan and Bommai discussed were KanhangadKaniyoor Railway Line via
Panathur,
Thalasseri-

Four held

 For pre primary -teaching
methodology

Rajnandgaon, Sep 18: A workshop was organised by Mrs
Urmila Dixit (Director Academics
NB group of schools,District
coordinator, Rajnandgaon for
discussing pre primary -teaching
methodology. It is a good platform to address some academic
issues, challenges ,problems and
doubts etc , that support the
stake holders to get deeper
understanding on subjects and
concepts.
In connection with the same
thought, it was also need from
NB group of schools team to
experience school platform as
they were finding out new solutions to overcome with some
pedagogical implications while
dealing different subjects. The
workshop was based on pre-primary teaching methodology as
per CBSE guidelines. How do we

Jammu: Security
forces on Sunday busted a terrorist hideout
in a forest area in
Ramban district of
Jammu and Kashmir,
leading to the recovery
of some arms and ammunition, police said.
The hideout was unearthed during a joint
operation by the police
and Army in the
Tetharka forest area of
Sangaldan in Gool
sub-division, a police
official said.

Acquitted

Transportation officer’s arbitrariness
Fingeshwar, Sep 18:

TRIBUTE TO IMAM HUSAIN

Flags concerns over damage to environment
Bengaluru, Sep 18 (PTI):

Tussle over Principal’s post laid to rest Department review meeting conducted
has been ordered as the
principal
of
Swami
Atmanand
Excellent
English Medium School,
Daupara Mungeli. After
the above order, NSUI
District President Mitesh
Chandrakar and office
bearers gave a memorandum to the Collector, questioning the administrative
efficiency of Principal IP
Yadav and demanded action from the Collector.
There is dissatisfaction
among the parents regarding the ongoing political
twist regarding the post of
principal, and the parents
have demanded that the
system be rectified soon.

K’taka CM rejects rail infra
proposals of Kerala govt

Women in traditional attire rehearse for ‘Garba’, a traditional folk dance, ahead of the upcoming Navratri festival, in
Ahmedabad, Sunday.

Ladakh LG To Officials

‘Ensure central heating facilities
at health centres before winter’
Leh, Sep 18 (PTI):
Ladakh
Lieutenant
Governor R K Mathur on
Sunday directed officials
to install central heating
facilities at all health centres before the onset of
winter and cover all residents under the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY) and Universal
Health
Insurance
schemes.
Chairing a meeting of
the State Health Society of
Ladakh’s governing body,
Mathur also instructed the
officials to extend social
security cover and welfare
schemes, including Atal
Pension Yojana, to workers of the National Health
Mission (NHM) as well as
ASHA. “Central heating
systems at all the health

centres may be made fully
functional before the onset
of the winter,” Mathur
said.
He directed the officials
concerned to ensure that
all residents of Ladakh
are covered under PMJAY
and Universal Health
Insurance schemes so that
the people could avail of
benefits such as insurance
coverage and reimbursement in case a patient is
referred to any empanelled hospital outside the
Union territory.
Further, he suggested
that blood banks at community health centres in
Khaltsi, Diskit, Padum
and Drass are established
and trauma centres at
these CHCs are made fully
functional in the current
financial year.

Even as the COVID-19
pandemic left Gond tribals
in
Maharashtra’s
Aurangabad district jobless, their children learnt to
read and write during the
challenging phase, all
thanks to a group of retired
teachers. Despite the initial
language barrier, more
than 50 of these tribal children are now not only able
to read and write as part of
the ‘Make Them Smile’
project, started by a group
of professionals including
doctors and teachers. The
children are now also participating in sports activities as well as taking care of
personal hygiene and discipline, the project members
told PTI. An education department official said the

project is a good initiative
to bring these adivasi (tribal) kids into the mainstream and to identify their
qualities and groom them
accordingly. The Gond tribals have been living in a settlement in Maliwada area,
located near Devgiri fort in
Aurangabad, since a couple
of decades. The settlement
comprises nearly 150 people, who used to sustain
their livelihood through the
traditional business of selling roots and herbs of
trees. When the business
failed, many of them decided to work as labourers.
But, they became jobless
during the pandemic, said
Dr Shreerang Deshpande, a
local
ophthalmologist
working for the project.
“We used to serve food
packets during the first

wave of the COVID-19 pandemic
and
reached
Maliwada. These tribals
were so honest that they refused the ration and food
packets as they had got it a
few days back,” he said.
Deshpande said they also
came to know that the children of these tribals, who
were enrolled in schools,
could not even read and
write and did not understand Marathi. “We deputed three retired teachers
working with us to teach
these kids twice a week in
their locality itself,” he
said. Ujwala Nikalje, who
retired as headmistress of
a school here, said these
children were initially unfamiliar with the basic activities done in a school and
they could not even stand
in a line.

Union Minister’s statement on Onam delinking Mahabali draws ire
Thiruvananthapuram,
Sep 18 (PTI): Union
Minister
V
Muraleedharan’s statement
questioning
Mahabali’s association
with Onam celebrations in
Kerala has kicked up a
row with the CPI(M)
leader and Tourism
Minister P A Mohammed
Riyas alleging that the remark was not an innocent
one and was aimed at creating division in society.
A week after Keralites
cutting across caste, creed
and religion celebrated
Onam
with
fervour,
Muraleedharan claimed
that there was no known
history of Mahabali ruling Kerala and termed it
as a myth.
At an Onam celebration
that took place recently at
the Indian Consulate in
Dubai, Muraleedharan
said nobody knows how

legendary king Mahabali
got linked with the celebrations. Muraleedharan,
who was seen speaking in
a viral video, pointed out
that the anchor of that
function had mentioned
Mahabali as a king who
ruled Kerala, and said, “In
fact, that is a myth.”
Muraleedharan said
Onam has been there in
Kerala for the last so many
centuries and there are
references of celebrations
of Onam in Kerala for the
last three-four centuries.
“But, how it got linked
with Mahabali, nobody is
able to find out. Because
Mahabali, as per any
known history, lived and
ruled in the Narmada
area. Narmada would be
somewhere near Madhya
Pradesh,” Muraleedharan
said. He said there is no
known history of Mahbali
having ruled Kerala.

V Muraleedharan
He said many aspects of
the history might have got
“distorted” during the
four or five centuries of
colonial rule.
“Mahabali is known to
be a benevolent king and
Vamanan is considered as
a villain. In fact what
Bhagavatam says is
Vamanan gave moksha to
Mahabali. That’s what the
original
story
Bhagavatam says,” the

Minister said. He added
that the sum and substance of Onam was that
Keralites are fond of celebrations and have no issues in adapting celebrations and cultures from
other parts of the country.
Meanwhile, LDF convenor E P Jayarajan hit
out
against
Muraleedharan
on
Saturday and ridiculed the
comments made by the
Union Minister.
“Since when did he become so expert in
Mahabali? Was he born
along with Mahabali...,”
Jayarajan asked.
Riyas said the RSS was
disturbed with the unity of
Keralites during the Onam
celebrations. “This statement is not an innocent
one. They are disturbed
with the unity seen among
Keralites during the Onam
celebrations. Their politi-

cal agenda was not working here and hence they
are coming up with such
statements,” Riyas told the
reporters in the State capital. The BJP had earlier
also courted controversy
when they claimed that
the Onam celebration was
‘Vamana Jayanthi’ and not
the
homecoming
of
demon king Mahabali,
which is the popular legend behind the festival.
In 2016, the then BJP
chief Amit Shah greeted
the people Kerala on
Vamana jayanthi, closely
after RSS in Kerala describing Onam celebrations as Vamana Jayanthi
in contrary to the general
legend.
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan had
asked Shah to withdraw
the statement and accused
him of trying to misinterpret the festival.
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Strong Taiwan earthquake
traps people, derails train
Taipei (Taiwan), Sep 18 (AP):
A strong earthquake
shook much of Taiwan
on Sunday, toppling a
three-story building and
temporarily trapping
four
people
inside,
stranding about 400
tourists on a mountainside, and knocking part
of a passenger train off
its tracks.
The magnitude 6.8
quake was the largest
among dozens that have
rattled the island’s southeastern coast since
Saturday evening, when
a 6.4 quake struck the
same area. There were
no immediate reports of
serious injuries.
Most of the damage appeared to be north of the
epicenter,
which
Taiwan’s
Central
Weather Bureau said
was in the town of
Chishang at the relatively shallow depth of 7
kilometers (4 miles).
The three-story building, which had a 7-11 convenience store on the
ground floor and resi-

In this photo provided by Hualien City Government, a victim, one’s legs partly seen at center, is carried by firefighter during a rescue operation following an earthquake in Yuli
township, Hualien County, eastern Taiwan, Sunday.
dences on the upper
ones, collapsed in nearby
Yuli town, the island’s
Central News Agency
said.

13 injured as radical Islamist group
attacks Shia procession in Pakistan
Lahore, Sep 18 (PTI):
Activists of a radical
Islamist group attacked a
Shia
procession
in
Pakistan’s
Punjab
province, leaving at least
13 people injured, police
said on Sunday.
According to an FIR, the
Shia procession was going
to Imambargah (congregation hall) in Sialkot, about
130kms from Lahore, in
connection with the
Chehlum
of
Imam
Hussain on Saturday
when a group of people
armed with pistols, clubs
and stones attacked the
mourners.
The Chehlum is a Shia
religious observance that
commemorates the martyrdom of Imam Hussain,
the grandson of Prophet
Muhammad, who was
martyred on the 10th day
of
the
month
of
Muharram.
“Over a dozen mourners
were injured and were
shifted to hospital for
treatment,” according to
the FIR.
A senior police officer
told PTI on Sunday that

tensions had been simmering over the past few days
in the area between the
Tehreek-i-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP) and Shia
activists over the route of
the procession.
“The TLP local leaders
wanted that the Shia procession should not pass in
front of their mosque cum
seminary. The local Shias
were determined to go to
Imambargah by the same
route they take every
year,” the officer said on
condition of anonymity.
“Police officers had held
talks with both sects and
apparently the TLP leaders agreed that they would
not object to the procession route,” the officer
said. However, a group of
TLP activists came out of
their seminary on the
Alam
Chowk
of
Shahabpura (Sialkot) and
attacked the Shia mourners. “Thirteen people, all
of them belonging to the
Shia community suffered
injuries. The condition of
a couple of them is stated
to be critical as they had
head injuries,” the officer
said.

The 70-year-old owner
of the building and his
wife were rescued first,
but it took longer to get
to a 39-year-old woman

and her 5-year-old daughter. A photo released by
the Hualien city government showed the girl
lying on a blanket and

being handed down a
metal ladder from the top
of the debris by helmeted rescue workers in orange uniforms.
The top two stories of
the building were left
sprawled across a small
street and onto the other
side, with electricity
wires pulled down by the
fallen structure.
More than 7,000 households were reported
without power in Yuli,
and water pipes were
also damaged.
Police and firefighters
rushed to a bridge collapse on a two-lane road
in what appeared to be a
rural part of the same
town where three people
and one or more vehicles
may have fallen off, according to media reports.
Also in Yuli, a landslide trapped nearly 400
tourists on a mountain
famous for the orange
day lilies that blanket its
slopes this time of year,
the
Central
News
Agency said. They had
no electricity and a weak
cellphone signal.

KING CHARLES III GREETS PM LIZ

Chronicle

Britain’s King Charles III (L) greets Britain’s Prime Minister Liz Truss during an audience at Buckingham Palace on September 18. Britain was gearing up Sunday for the
momentous state funeral of Queen Elizabeth II as King Charles III prepared to host
world leaders and as mourners queued for the final 24 hours left to view her coffin,
lying in state in Westminster Hall at the Palace of Westminster.

President
Droupadi
Murmu, who is in London
on a three-day visit to attend the state funeral of
Queen Elizabeth II scheduled at Westminster
Abbey on Monday, signed
a condolence book on behalf of the Indian government on Sunday.
President Murmu was
joined by Acting High
Commissioner
Sujit
Ghosh at Lancaster House
in London, where visiting
world leaders are stopping
by to sign a book of condolence in memory of Queen
Elizabeth II who died aged
96
in
Scotland
on
September 8.
Murmu also paid her respects on Sunday at
Westminster Hall, where
Britain’s longest-serving
monarch is Lying-in-State
until the morning of the
state funeral on Monday.
The Indian head of
state, who arrived on
Saturday evening, will join
around 500 world leaders
and worldwide royals in a

The President of India, Droupadi Murmu and Acting High
Commissioner Sujit Ghosh signs a book of condolences at
Lancaster House following the death of Queen Elizabeth II,
in London, Sunday.
congregation of around
2,000 expected at the
Abbey for a sombre ceremony starting at 11am
local time and concluding
with a two-minute silence
around an hour later.
Ahead of Monday’s funeral service, the president is invited to a reception hosted by King
Charles
and
Queen
Consort
Camilla
at
Buckingham Palace. All
visiting heads of state,

government and official
overseas guests are expected at what has been described as an “official state
event”.
Zaki
Cooper,
who
worked in the Queen’s
Royal Household between
2009 and 2012 and has written widely about the
monarchy, believes the
Queen enjoyed an “affectionate relationship with
India” and was instrumental in the transition from

empire to Commonwealth.
“By recognising the desire for many countries to
self-determination, she
embraced
the
Commonwealth,” said
Cooper.
“The Commonwealth
often featured in her messages and speech. She was
the organisation’s head
and also its inspiration.
Her legacy of developing
friendly relations between
nations is one that will
continue to inspire the
Commonwealth, as it embarks on a new chapter
with King Charles III as its
head,” he said.
Representatives of the
Realms
and
the
Commonwealth will be
among those in the congregation at Monday’s funeral
service.
Hours before the ceremony, the Queen’s Lyingin-State will close to members of public queuing for
the past few days, with
waits of around 24 hours
expected over the weekend
as the queue stretches to
around 10 km long.

Islamabad, Sep 18 (PTI):
The
accountability
courts in Pakistan have returned to the National
Accountability Bureau 50
major corruption cases
against suspects, including
Prime
Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, in a big relief to the premier who is
facing a slew of graft
charges.
The cases against
Shehbaz, his son and former chief minister of
Punjab Hamza Shahbaz,
National
Assembly
Speaker Raja Pervez
Ashraf, and former prime
minister Yousuf Raza
Gillani have also been returned to the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) by the accountability courts.
The relief has been provided in line with the
amendments to the NAB
laws, Geo News reported
on Saturday, adding that
the Ramzan Sugar Mill reference against Shehbaz
and his son Hamza is also

among the cases sent back.
In February 2019, NAB
filed this corruption case
against Shehbaz and his
son Hamza. The top antigraft body alleged that
during his tenure as
Punjab’s chief minister,
Shehbaz misused his authority and got a 10-km
sludge carrier constructed
in Chiniot district to facilitate Ramzan Sugar Mills
owned by his sons.
It alleged that the two
suspects “fraudulently
and dishonestly” inflicted
a loss of PKR 21.3 crore
(USD 948,565 approx) to the
national exchequer.
Similarly, an accountability court returned six
rental power plant (RPP)
cases against the National
Assembly speaker back to
NAB. The bureau had alleged that Ashraf misused his powers in rental
power projects while
being the minister for
Water and Power during
the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) government,
the report said.

Near the Russian border, bodies Powerful typhoon pounds southern Japan; thousands evacuated
still lie on the battlefield
Tokyo, Sep 18 (AP):

Kozacha
Lopan
(Ukraine), Sep 18 (AP):
There are still bodies on the
battlefield, lying where
they fell on farm fields or
inside burned-out tanks as
Ukrainian troops swept
through Russian-occupied
territory in a major counteroffensive this month.
In this northeastern corner of Ukraine, the
Russian army was pushed
all the way back across the
border into Russia after
holding the area for
months. But artillery shells
still whistle through the air,
fired from inside Russia
and landing with resonat-

ing thumps and billows of
black smoke on Ukrainian
territory.
Despite the shelling, a
small group of soldiers
winds its way along a rutted mud track to where a
dead Ukrainian combatant
lies, spotted by a drone
used to search for bodies
and shallow graves.
“It’s a risk. We are always risking our lives and
at any moment there might
be some shell flying in from
the territory of Russia,”
said Vitalii, a commander
in the National Guard
whose men are searching
for bodies of servicemen

from both sides and of
civilians. He asked to be
identified by his first name
only for security reasons.
The dead Ukrainian is
lying on his back in body
armour and helmet, a cap
beneath it to block out the
sun. The body has been
there for a long time.
They document the
scene and lift the remains
into a body bag before heading farther along the track
to a charred Russian tank.
It takes only one of the
team to carry away the
body bag holding the remains of the Russian found
inside.

A powerful typhoon approaching southern Japan
pounded the region with
strong winds and heavy
rain on Sunday, causing
blackouts,
paralysed
ground and air transportation and the evacuation of
thousands of people.
The
Japan
Meteorological Agency
said Typhoon Nanmadol
was near the southern island of Yakushima, packing maximum surface
winds of 162 kilometres
(101 miles) per hour, as it
slowly headed north to the
country’s main southern island of Kyushu where it

could make a landfall later
on Sunday.
Nanmadol is forecast to

turn east and reach Tokyo
on Tuesday. The agency
predicted as much as 50

centimetres (20 inches) of
rainfall by midday Monday,
warning of flooding and
landslides.
The agency also warned
residents in the affected
area of “unprecedented”
levels of powerful winds
and waves, urging them to
evacuate early. Local authorities so far reported no
major damage or injuries.
In the hard-hit Kagoshima
prefecture, more than 9,000
residents took shelter at
evacuation centres on
Sunday. In the neighbouring Miyazaki prefecture,
another 4,700 people evacuated. Kyushu Electric
Power Co. said more than
93,000 homes across the

Kyushu island were without electricity on Sunday
because of damage to
power lines and facilities.
Footage on NHK television
showed a pachinko pinball
parlour with part of its
glass wall shattered by the
gust in the Kanoya city in
Kagoshima. Elsewhere in
the prefecture, an elderly
woman suffered a minor injury as she fell, NHK said.
Hundreds of domestic
flights in and out of the region have been cancelled
and more are planned to be
grounded in western Japan
through Tuesday as the typhoon headed northeast,
according to Japan Airlines
and All Nippon Airways.

27 killed, 20 injured in bus accident in China Pakistani food importers at mercy of grey market owing to dollar crunch
Islamabad, Sep 18 (PTI):

Beijing, Sep 18 (PTI):
A bus overturned on a
highway in southwest
China’s
Guizhou
province on Sunday,
killing 27 people and injuring 20 others, local police said.
The bus carrying 47
people was travelling on
the highway section in
Sandu Shui Autonomous
County when the accident
took place, the state-run
Xinhua news agency reported, quoting the county’s public security bu-

reau.
The injured are being
treated and emergency responders have been dispatched to the scene, police said, without providing any more details.
Road accidents are
common in China, where
traffic regulations are
often flouted or go unenforced. A majority of accidents occur due to violations of traffic laws.
China’s
frequently
overcrowded long-distance buses are particularly prone to fatalities.

Pakistani importers of
food from Afghanistan and
Iran have been relying on
the grey market to make
payments since they are not
allowed to buy dollars from
banks or exchange companies, according to a media
report on Sunday.
Pakistan has been facing
an acute shortage of tomatoes, onions, potatoes and
other food items after floods
destroyed crops, pushing up
prices to unprecedented levels across the country.
This situation has forced

the government to immediately allow imports of these
foodstuffs from neighbouring countries to bridge the
supply and demand gap but
it has not made any arrangements for the provision of
dollars to make payments
against these imports, Dawn
newspaper reported. The report showed that the importers were quite interestingly asked to enter into
barter deals with their
Afghan and Iranian counterparts by exporting food
items available in Pakistan.
A barter transaction is
the exchange of goods or

services, in exchange for
other goods or services.
Sources in the Peshawar
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry told the newspaper
that import deals in local
currencies were possible
with Kabul as Afghanis
were available in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
However, the sources
maintained that the Afghan
exporters usually ask for US
dollars and insist to pay
cash or make payments
through Dubai. For Dubai
payments, the hundi or
hawala system is used.
Hawala is an informal funds

transfer system that allows
for the transfer of funds
from one person to another
without the actual movement of money. Malik
Bostan, a leading currency
dealer, said most importers
are making payments to
Afghan sellers in cash dollars or through Dubai. “The
government did not arrange
dollars for the imports from
Kabul while the importers
are barred to buy dollars
from the exchange companies or banking channels.
This is the case with both
Iran and Afghanistan,” explained Bostan.

Par panel report on
Covid slams govt
he report of a parliamentary panel on Covid pandemT
ic is indeed music to opposition's ears. Parliament's
Standing Committee on Health has in a recent report said
that the Government had lowered its guard during the second wave of Covid leading to chaos in hospitals. Without
mincing words, the panel rapped on the knuckles of the government for not being able to anticipate the gravity of the
situation during the second wave of the Covid pandemic
leading to loss of lives. Many lives could have been saved if
containment strategies were implemented on time, said the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health. While
pulling up the government, the panel said the second wave
was undoubtedly marred by high cases, increased deaths,
shortage of oxygen and beds in hospitals, reduced supplies
of medicines and other important drugs, disruption of essential health care services, hoarding and black marketing
of cylinders and medicines etc. It is not the opposition parties this time that are accusing the NDA government of failing to anticipate the gravity of the situation and bungling
during the second wave of the Covid pandemic, which
disrupted livelihoods and left a heavy toll on the economy.
Had the Government been successful in identification of
the more virulent strain of virus in the population at an
early stage and suitably implemented its containment
strategy, the repercussions would have been less grave and
many lives could have been saved, it said. The committee observed that India is one of the countries with the heaviest
burden of COVID-19 cases in the world. The enormity of
the population of the country posed a major challenge in
the face of the pandemic.With the fragile health infrastructure and the huge shortage of healthcare workers, the country witnessed tremendous pressure. It also noted that the
government could not accurately anticipate the gravity of
the possible resurgence of the pandemic and its subsequent waves. Even when the trajectory of COVID-19 cases
in the country registered a decline in the aftermath of the
first wave, the government should have continued its efforts
to monitor the resurgence of Covid and its possible outrage
in the country, the committee pointed out, noting that the
ministry had been cautioning states to maintain vigil and
chalk out strategy for any exigencies that may arise due to
resurgence of COVID-19 in their respective regions. The
committee curtly said it was "disturbed" by the ministry's
"unfortunate denial" of COVID-19 deaths due to oxygen
shortage. There were several instances of patients' families
pleading for oxygen and waiting in queues for cylinders and
the media reports about hospitals running out of the lifesaving gas and making desperate appeals when they were reportedly left with only a few hours of supply. The committee
is disappointed to note that the ministry in its submission in
2020 had assured that the country is self-sufficient in oxygen
and oxygen cylinders; however, their hollow claim was brutally exposed during the second wave, the panel said. The
government failed to manage even distribution of oxygen in
states and amidst the skyrocketing demand it could not
maintain a steady flow of oxygen leading to an unprecedented medical crisis. Poor logistic management and the failure
of the government in ensuring a quick response from the
healthcare system speak volumes of the utter chaos in the
government machinery, especially during the second wave.
Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by
e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

AAP’s publicity drive

Sri Lankans face acute
food insecurity
early 6.3 million people in crisis-hit Sri Lanka are facing moderate to severe acute food insecurity and
N
their situation may worsen if adequate life-saving assistance and livelihood support is not provided. This grim scenario has been painted by two UN organisations in a latest
report. Two consecutive seasons of poor harvests led to a
nearly 50 per cent drop in production coupled with reduced
imports of food grains due to foreign exchange constraints,
according to the joint report by the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) and the United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP). The joint FAO/WFP Crop and Food
Security Assessment Mission visited 25 districts in the
country between June and July 2022 to analyse agricultural
production levels in 2022, particularly of main staple cereals, and assess household food security conditions. Without
assistance, the food security situation in Sri Lanka is expected to deteriorate further, particularly during the
October 2022 to February 2023 lean season, driven by poor
harvests of staple foods, in particular paddy rice, and the
ongoing economic crisis, the report warned. In order to
avert a further deterioration of food security conditions
and to support restoration of agricultural production,
livelihood assistance targeting smallholder farmers should
remain a priority, FAO Representative in Sri Lanka
Vimlendra Sharan was quoted as saying. With around 30
per cent of the population depending on agriculture, improving the production capacity of farmers will ultimately
boost the resilience of the agricultural sector, reduce import requirements amid shortages of foreign currency reserves and avert the rise in hunger. Months into this crippling economic crisis, families are running out of options they are exhausted. More than 60 per cent of families are
eating less, and eating cheaper, less nutritious food. This
comes at a time when financial constraints have forced the
government to scale back on nutrition programmes, such
as school meals and fortified food to mothers and undernourished children. WFP's top priority is to provide immediate food and nutrition assistance to the most at-risk communities to prevent a further deterioration of their nutrition, said WFP Representative and Country Director in Sri
Lanka, Abdur Rahim Siddiqui. Sri Lanka, a country of 22
million people, declared in mid-April its international debt
default due to the forex crisis. The country owes USD 51 billion in foreign debt, of which USD 28 billion must be paid by
2027. There have been street protests in Sri Lanka against
the government since early April due to its mishandling of
the economic crisis. A crippling shortage of foreign reserves has led to long queues for fuel, cooking gas, and other
essentials while power cuts and soaring food prices have
heaped misery on the people. Prices of most food items have
been on a steady rise since the last quarter of 2021 and
reached a new record high in August 2022, with the year-onyear food inflation rate at nearly 94 per cent.

✍

The AAP government in
Punjab has inserted full-page
advertisements in various
national and vernacular
newspapers highlighting its
achievements of six months.
It is a sheer wastage of taxpayers’ money to get publicity not just confined to Punjab,
but as far as Gujarat and the
Andamans. The state is reeling under a burgeoning debt
burden and has been unable
to even square off the salary
bill of employees. Such misuse of the state’s meagre resources should be stopped.
The money should be utilised
for the servicing of the debt
portfolio and urgent development works. The Comptroller
General should take cognisance and restrain the DIPR
from using treasury for publicity purposes.
Anil vinayak, by mail
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President Murmu in UK to attend Pak PM Shehbaz’s graft cases
among 50 sent back by
state funeral of Queen Elizabeth II accountability
courts to NAB

London, Sep 18 (PTI):

JAPAN-INDIA MARITIME EXERCISE
C E N T R A L

Sixth edition of the Japan India Maritime Exercise 2022 JIMEX 22 hosted by the Indian Navy concluded in the Bay of
Bengal with a customary steam past on Sunday.

The Huge Danger Associated with Privatising Banks
PRABHAT PATNAIK

T

HERE are fundamental objections to the plan of the
government to privatise at least
some of the public sector banks.
They centre around the fact that
such a move will change the pattern
of deployment of credit, away from
productive activities towards speculation, away from peasant agriculture towards big business (with dangerous implications for peasant viability, food security and employment), and away from domestic to
global destinations. These objections are well-known and have been
much discussed, and their pertinence has been underscored by the
fact that Indian public sector banks
were completely untouched during
the “sub-prime-lending crisis” of
2008; but the government, concerned more with pleasing domestic
and foreign big business than with
the nation’s well-being, predictably
ignores them. My purpose here
however is not to reiterate these objections; it is to point to another serious danger from privatisation which
has been less discussed and which
the country can ill-afford to ignore.
During the dirigiste period, bankloans were used primarily to fulfil
short-term credit needs, such as to
finance inventory-holding in trading
and industrial establishments, while
long-term financial needs, for fixed
capital formation, were fulfilled
through a set of specialised financial
institutions that had been set up just
for this purpose. These institutions
got their funds from government
sources, such as the profits of the
Reserve Bank of India, and gave
loans at low interest rates, lower
than the rates that the banks
charged, and often even at negative
real interest rates (i.e., the nominal
rates they charged were lower than
the rate of inflation) in order to encourage investment.
With “liberalisation” however this
entire arrangement changed. The

earlier specialised financial institutions disappeared in their old form,
some like IDBI converting themselves to banks. Long-term financial
needs of units were now supposed
to be met through the capital market, from where also whatever financial institutions existed for giving long-term loans, were to raise
their funds. But if an investment
project was not profitable enough,
or was too risky, then capitalists, instead of approaching the market,
started approaching public sector
banks even for long-term loans. And
the banks have ended up giving
large loans, especially for infrastructure projects, with the government
pushing them to do so. As a result,
the public sector banks, precisely
because the government can armtwist them into giving the loans it
wants them to, have developed balance sheets that portend danger.
Banks obtain their resources from
the deposits of the public which can
be withdrawn by the public at a moment’s notice. If a significant part of
these resources is used for giving
loans for long-term investment, then
in effect the banks are “borrowing
short to lend long”, which exposes
them to a potential illiquidity crisis.
If many depositors decide suddenly
to withdraw their deposits, then the
bank collapses; and even if only a
few depositors wish to withdraw,
and word gets around that the bank
may face illiquidity, then there is a
run on the bank making it collapse.
To prevent such a possibility, banks
whose liabilities are short-term,
generally hold assets too that are
short-term; since short-term assets,
by definition, can be liquidated without involving much loss of value, the
danger posed to a bank by a sudden
withdrawal of deposits is thereby
minimised. But if the assets are
long-term, then their sudden sale involves a substantial loss, which
therefore makes a sudden withdrawal of deposits from the bank
much more difficult to negotiate.
The public sector banks have not
just given loans for the acquisition of
long-term assets; much of the loans
they have given are for infrastructure projects, which have a long gestation period, where time and costoverruns are common, and where
profits appear, if at all, only after a
long period of time. The fact that a
good part of such loans can be
counted among the “non-performing

assets” of the banks should come as
no surprise. But even that part which
is not officially counted as NPA,
nonetheless falls under the category
of “stressed assets”. Thus the public
sector banks have been pressurised
by the government, not just into giving long-term loans but into giving
“stressed loans”. They are in short
sitting on top of a volcano that can
erupt at any time. The reason it has
not yet erupted and continues to remain dormant is because these
banks are government-owned; the
public whose deposits have been
used for such financing is not panicky: it has the confidence that if the
banks face a crisis, the government
that owns them will necessarily
come to their rescue. And this confidence is precisely what prevents the
banks from facing a crisis.
Everywhere in the world crises of
the financial system have arisen
when privately owned financial institutions have developed over time an
asset-liability mismatch. The East
Asian financial crisis towards the end
of the last century provides a classic
example. Take the case of the South
Korean banks. They had attracted
foreign currency deposits, and used
the proceeds to make loans domestically for long-term investment projects. This meant a double mismatch
between their assets and liabilities:
first, they were “borrowing short to
lend long”, i.e. using resources garnered through bank deposits to finance investment projects; and, second, they were borrowing in foreign
currency to finance projects that
were themselves not foreign exchange-earning. Inevitably, the crisis
came, and, when it did, it was particularly severe.
Even the financial crisis in the
United States in 2008 was a reflection of such a mismatch. During the
Great Depression the Roosevelt administration had passed the GlassSteagall Act in 1933 that had strictly
separated commercial banking from
investment banking. Commercial
banks, being deposit-financed, were
confined to giving short-term loans,
while investment banks, not being
deposit-financed could engage
themselves in giving loans for stockmarket activities. This Act was in response to the fact that the
Depression had seen a run on banks
as they accepted deposits but used
their resources on the stock market,
a run that had been stemmed only

through considerable effort on the
part of the US government, including Roosevelt’s famous “fire-side
chat” broadcasts. Glass-Steagall
however was repealed in 1999; and
that created the conditions under
which the financial system once
more faced a severe crisis. To be
sure, it was not the only factor behind the crisis; there was a serious
underestimation of lending risks
across the spectrum, which is why
an investment bank like Lehmann
Brothers went down. But given this
underestimation of risks, the fact
that commercial banks too were exposed to the financial crisis was because they had been giving loans
against assets that had earlier, i.e.,
during the dirigiste period, not been
part of their usual business.
In India public sector banks too
have been exposed to unprecedented risks because of government
arm-twisting; they have so far been
spared because of the depositors’
faith in the public sector. If they are
privatised then the volcano on which
they are sitting will erupt and the
depositors will be hugely and adversely affected. This will not just affect the depositors; it will have a serious and damaging impact on the
Indian economy. It may be thought
that the depositors will entertain the
belief, even in the event of privatisation, that the government will come
to the rescue of the privatised bank
just as it would have done if the bank
had remained in the public sector;
and that this belief itself will prevent
any crisis affecting the banks. But
this belief has very little justification:
the kind of political pressure that
can be mounted on the government
if it is the direct owner of the bank,
will be absent if the bank is privately-owned.
In short, given the asset-liability
mismatch of the public sector banks
that has been forced on them by the
government, its washing its hands
off them by privatising them will be
an act of utter irresponsibility. It will
not only expose the ordinary depositors of the country to the possibility
of severe financial loss, but will also
eliminate for a long time the public’s faith in the banking system,
causing a shift in its asset-preference towards currency hoards and
away from bank-deposits. This
would be a retrograde move that
would damage for long the
prospects of development.

Federer bids adieu
The tennis world has suffered a blow after Roger
Federer, an icon who transcended the sport, announced
his retirement. While it is a
sad development, there is
much to celebrate about his
career. He built a stunning
tennis profile with eight
Wimbledon titles, 20 Grand
Slam singles titles and not
having retired mid-match in
over 1,500 career matches.
His constant quest for improvement took him to insurmountable heights. His demeanour, humility and elegance made him popular. He
is also known for philanthropic activities.
Aaditya Singh, Karnal

Hijab row
The best way out for the
apex court is to refer the matter to its Constitution Bench
for a final verdict on the issue
(‘We aren’t interpreters of
Quran: SC on hijab row’).
Muslim women wear hijab for
privacy. Hitherto, the issue of
wearing hijab in educational
institutions was never raised.
How come the need to ban it
has suddenly arisen? The
issue is nothing but a result of
Hindu-Muslim rivalry. If
hijab is considered risky from
the security point of view,
questions could be raised
about ‘ghunghat’ as well.
Sentiments of all religions
should be respected for maintaining communal harmony.
Ravinder Singh, By mail

Rat race
With the advent of the general election in 2024, the political temperature of the nation is gradually soaring up.
All political parties, including
the regional ones, are gearing
up their activities. These are
very normal and healthy
signs of democracy. But at the
very same time, there appears
to be a rat race among a few
so-called secular political parties to woo the minority religious community by vote
bank policy even at the cost of
the nation's security and integrity. The Congress, DMK,
SP, TMC and the Leftists are
leading in this rat race. It is
up to the bonafide patriotic
Indians to react. Is it the beauty of the Indian type of secular democracy?
Lanu Dutt Chowdhury, by mail

Cheetahs Return To India After 70 Yrs
Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit
Minister Narendra
P rime
Modi, deserves a big applause for releasing of cheetahs
into quarantine enclosures in
Kuno National Park in Madhya
Pradesh. The eight cheetahs were
a gift from the government of
Namibia. The transcontinental is
the first of its kind on any continent and the eight cheetahs will
be the founders of a new population. About 12,000 years ago, a
mass extinction occurred that
eliminated 75 per cent of the
world’s large mammal species.
Fortunately, a handful of cheetahs managed to survive this extreme extinction event and were
able to restore the world’s population of cheetahs. Inia's successes
in managing the world's largest
population of wild tigers proves it
has the credentials to bring cheetahs back. Project Cheetah was
approved by the Supreme Court of

India in January 2020 as a pilot
programme to reintroduce the
species to India.
The concept of bringing the
cheetah back was first put forth in
2009 by Indian conservationists,
along with Cheetah Conservation
Fund (CCF), a not-for-profit organisation,
headquartered
in
Namibia, which works towards
saving and rehabilitating the big
cat in the wild.
The reintroduction of cheetah
into the wild is a step towards correcting an ecological wrong and
fulfilling Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Mission life. But for 75
years — the entirety of its existence as an independent nation —
India has been bereft of cheetahs,
the world’s fastest land animal.
A small population of Asiatic
cheetahs now only remain in Iran
with which a deal to translocate
the animals fell through considering the country has barely 50 of
these beasts remaining in the

wild. If cheetahs no longer existed, there would be a domino effect – referred to as a trophic cascade. The cheetah was completely wiped out from India due to excessive hunting and shrinking
grasslands, its natural habitat.
Saving this magnificent animal
from extinction requires innovative conservation methods that
address the welfare of both cheetah and human populations over

large landscapes. The Cheetah is
one of the most ancient large cat
species, with ancestors dating
back over five million years to the
Miocene epoch. The Cheetah is
also known for its speed.
The Cheetah is the fastest terrestrial animal on the planet, living
in Africa and Asia. Cheetahs are
threatened by human-wildlife conflict, illegal wildlife trade, poor
sperm quality, and lack of genetic
diversity, but one of their greatest
challenges to survival is the loss of
habitat together with loss of prey
base. The shrinking of their natural habitat is due to a combination
of increasing human populations
and climate change impact.
The major population of cheetahs, of which only about 7000
mature individuals survive in the
wild and it remains only in
African countries like Botswana,
Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya, Namibia,
South Africa and Zimbabwe.
Thanks to Indian government’s ef-

forts to preserve cheetahs. 7
years ago, the Wildlife Institute of
India launched a Rs 260-crore
cheetah reintroduction scheme.
This might be the first intercontinental cheetah translocation
project in history. The Ministry of
Environment announced an
“Action Plan for Cheetah
Introduction in India” at the 19th
meeting of the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA).
India plans to introduce eight to
ten cheetahs every year and in five
years, they hope to have a population of 50 wild cheetahs in India.
There’s certainly more to do.
But the good news is that humans and cheetahs can survive
and thrive together if we can create the right conditions. There is
no doubt that if people can be
persuaded to find a little room in
their hearts for these shy, fragile
cats, there’s a chance to prevent
them from sprinting further to extinction.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2022

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2022

BRIEF
National
Logistics Policy
Mumbai: The
National Logistics
Policy sets the
roadmap for developing a more interconnected and tech-driven framework for
building cost and operational efficiency in
the sector, industry experts said. The policy,
unveiled by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday, reflects the government’s positive intent
to address all the core
challenges of the logistics and supply
chain industry,
Anshuman Singh, the
Chairman and
Managing Director of
Stellar Value Chain
Solutions said.

SLCM
New Delhi: Post-harvest agri logistics firm
SLCM expects its assets under management to double to Rs
11,500 crore in the current fiscal year, a top
company official said.
The company’s assets
under management
(AUM) over the past
three years have
grown by over 100 per
cent and in 2021-22, it
stood at Rs 5,517.17
crore. In 2020-21, the
AUM was at Rs 2,481
crore while in the preceding year it stood at
Rs 1,197.6 crore.

Insurance
industry
New Delhi: Merger
and acquisitions will
continue to be a part
and parcel of the insurance sector, which
is a highly capital intensive sector and can
accommodate new entrants with specialised skill sets having long-term vision.
The past developments in this sector
and recent decision of
the Mumbai National
Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) allowing merger of
Exide Life Insurance
with HDFC Life is an
indication that entities without requisite
expertise may quit
the sector.

INDIRA RASOI YOJANA

Finance Minister to meet CEOs of PSBs
to review progress of schemes for SCs
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
Finance
Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is
scheduled to meet heads of
public sector banks and financial institutions later
this month to review
progress of various government schemes aimed
at welfare and upliftment
of scheduled castes.
Schemes like Stand-Up
India, Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana (PMMY),
and Credit Enhancement
Guarantee Scheme for
Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and their progress would
be discussed during the
meeting, sources said.
The meeting would review the performance of
public sector banks (PSBs)
and financial institutions
to provide credit to people
belonging to the SC community and other welfare
measures under implementation, they said.
The meeting, to be
chaired by the Finance
Minister, would see partic-

ipation from chairman of
National Commission for
Scheduled Castes (NCSC),
financial services secretary and other senior officials.
The Stand-Up India
scheme was launched in
2016 to promote entrepreneurship among the
scheduled caste/ scheduled tribe and women by
facilitating bank loans of
Rs 10 lakh to Rs 1 crore to
at least one SC/ST borrower and one woman borrower per bank branch for setting up new enterprises in

CWC clearance for 600 MW Upper
Indravati Pump Storage Project
Bhubaneswar, Sep 18 (PTI):
The
Central
Water
Commission (CWC) has
cleared a proposal of the
state government for installation of the Upper
Indravati Pump Storage
Project under the Odisha
Hydro Power Corporation
(OHPC), official sources
said. The state government
had earlier sought to operate three such power storage projects namely, 600
MW Upper Indravati PSP
in
the
district
of
Kalahandi,
500
MW
Balimela
PSP
in
Malkangiri district and 300
MW Upper Kolab PSP in
Koraput district.
Pump storage (hydropower) project is a type
of hydroelectric energy
storage. It is a configuration of two water reservoirs at different elevations
that can generate power as

water moves down from
one to the other (discharge), passing through a
turbine. The system also
requires power as it pumps
water back into the upper
reservoir (recharge). The
project acts similarly to a
giant battery, because it
can store power and then
release it when needed, an
official explained. OHPC
chairman BP Sethi said the
agency has been engaged
in investigation, planning,
coordination and erection
of three large scale Pump
Storage Project (PSP) in
the state.
He said the 600 MW
Upper Indravati Pump
Storage Project achieved a
major milestone by obtaining Inter-State clearance
from the CWC under
Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Government of India on
September 13, 2022.

trading, manufacturing
and services sector.
In 2019-20, Stand-Up
India was extended for the
entire period coinciding
with the 15th Finance
Commission period of
2020-25.
The scheme, being implemented through all
scheduled commercial
banks, is expected to benefit at least 2.5 lakh borrowers. Total 1,44,223 loans
have been sanctioned to
women and SC/ST entrepreneurs across the country as on July 22, 2022
under the scheme, as per
the latest government
data.
Under PMMY, collateralfree institutional credit of
up to Rs 10 lakh is provided by Member Lending
Institutions (MLIs) to
micro/small
business
units, for income generating activities in sectors
such as manufacturing,
trading, services and also
for activities allied to agriculture.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has lunch with Congress MLA Krishna Poonia and other leaders after
the inauguration of 512 new canteens under Indira Rasoi Yojana, in Jodhpur, Sunday.

Ex-RBI Guv bats for maintaining
hawkish stance on rates
Kolkata, Sep 18 (PTI):
Former RBI Governor C
Rangarajan
advocated
maintaining the ongoing
hawkish stance by the
Reserve Bank of India to
tame inflation and expected that the rupee will
strengthen with resumption of capital inflow.
He also said the country
has to clock an 8-9 per cent
year-on-year growth for the
next five years to achieve
the target of a USD 5-trillion economy. Speaking at
the Samar Kanti Paul
Memorial Lecture at the
Ramkrishna
Mission
Institute of Culture on
Saturday evening, the former RBI governor said he
would be happy if the
country’s economic growth
reaches seven per cent in
the current fiscal. “The

Rangarajan
current policy stance
should
continue.
Developed countries are
also taking steep rate
hikes. I expect more rate
hikes,” Rangarajan said
without elaborating on the
quantum. RBI has been
maintaining a hawkish
stance with rate hikes to
tame inflation. Speaking
on the rupee trend, the 90year-old economist said,
there was a sharp fall in
rupee value against the US
Dollar to Rs 79-80 with the
outflow of capital. “Now,

Direct tax
New Delhi: Gross direct tax collections
grew 30 per cent to Rs
8.36 lakh crore till
September 17 of current fiscal year on increased advance tax
mop-up, the finance
ministry said on
Sunday. “The gross
collection of direct
taxes (before adjusting for refunds) for FY
2022-23 stands at Rs
8,36,225 crore compared to Rs 6,42,287
crore in the corresponding period of
preceding financial
year i.e. 2021-22, registering a growth of 30
per cent over collections of 2021-22,” the
ministry said in a
statement.

with the inflow of capital,
the value of rupee is expected to strengthen but
will not reach the preCOVID levels”, he said.
There was a positive inflow of Rs 22,000 crore from
foreign portfolio investors
in August 2022, after
months of relentless selling. Rangarajan stressed
on the need to increase the
investment rate to 33 per
cent, which has slipped to
27-28 per cent, to achieve a
higher growth rate. The
share of private investment must also increase,
he said. Asserting that reforms must continue in
various sectors like power
and agriculture marketing,
Rangarajan said that the
reform measures undertaken in the 1990s were
“well-coordinated and had
a composite character”.

FPIs infuse Rs 12,000 cr
in Indian equities in Sep on
hopes of slow rate hikes
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
Foreign
investors
pumped Rs 12,000 crore
into the Indian equity
market so far this month
on hopes that global central banks, particularly
the US Fed, may go slow
on rate hikes as inflation
starts to cool off.
This comes following a
net investment of staggering Rs 51,200 crore in
August and nearly Rs
5,000 crore in July, data
with
depositories
showed.
FPIs turned net buyers
in July after nine straight
months of massive net
outflows, which started
in October last year.
Between October 2021 till
June 2022, they sold a
massive Rs 2.46 lakh

crore in the Indian equity
market. In the near term,
FPIs flow are expected to
remain volatile given the
headwinds in terms of
monetary tightening, rising inflation, geopolitical
concerns, etc, Shrikant
Chouhan, Head - Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities, said.
According to data with
depositories, FPIs (foreign portfolio investors)
pumped a net Rs 12,084
crore into Indian equities
during September 1-16 .
They were net buyers
on hopes of continued
growth momentum, even
as global and domestic
data prints were adverse
with elevated inflation reported across major
economies,
Chouhan
said.

Small car segment to grow in volume terms:
Maruti Suzuki’s Shashank Srivastava

APPLE HARVESTING

New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):

ULIP
New Delhi: An unified logistics interface
platform (ULIP) will
be developed as part of
the national logistics
policy to help different
government and private agencies; shippers, service
providers enable information exchange
on a real time basis in
a confidential manner.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday unveiled the
National Logistics
Policy that seeks to address challenges facing the transport sector and bring down
the logistics cost of
businesses from
13-14 per cent to a
single digit.

Chandan gets candid about
his character ‘Saddam’
O

A farm worker cuts extra stalk from a freshly plucked Kashmiri apple before it is packed during the harvesting
season, in Budgam district of Central Kashmir, Sunday.

Maruti Suzuki India expects the small car segment to grow in volume
terms despite a decreasing
share in the overall domestic passenger vehicles market, according to a senior
company official.
While affordability is a
major concern that has impacted growth of the smallcar segment, the company
is betting on first-time buyers and more customers
from rural as well as suburban areas — tier II and III
towns.
“We believe absolute volume (of small cars) will increase but as a percentage
of the total volume (of passenger vehicles), which is
38 per cent at the moment,
this may show a decrease,
but in absolute volume

Shashank Srivastava
terms, it will increase,”
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
Senior Executive Director
(Marketing & Sales)
Shashank Srivastava told
PTI. The hatchback market
used to fluctuate between
45-46 per cent of the total
passenger vehicles market
for the last five years and
last year it dipped to about
38 per cent and SUVs with
40 per cent of the overall

market became the largest
selling segment, he added.
However, in terms of absolute volume, Srivastava
said the small-car segment
is still pretty large.
“Roughly if you look at the
last fiscal’s full-year volume of about 30.7 lakh, 40
per cent of that is hatch. It
was just under 12 lakh last
year. The market for SUVs
last year was 12.3 lakh. So,
there is not a very large difference in terms of volumes,” he said.
On why MSIL is bullish
on the small-car segment,
Srivastava said India’s projected economic growth for
the future propelling the
requirement for transportation, a young population and a stream of youth
coming into the workforce
every
year
act
as
favourable factors.

Fall in Kharif output may keep Honda expects India biz to get back on track
As it looks to re-enter SUV segment next year
rice prices at elevated levels
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):

New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
A 6-7 million tonnes
shortfall in rice production due to a fall in paddy
sowing area is likely to
keep rice prices at elevated
levels, adding to the inflationary pressure that the
slowing economy is already grappling with.
Elevated food prices, including that of cereals,
had led to retail inflation
reversing a three-month
declining trend, to touch 7
per cent in August.
Similarly, the wholesale
price inflation, which declined to 11-month low,
also showed price pressures from cereals resulting from wheat output
being impacted by severe
heat waves in some parts
of the country. In addition
to this, expectation of a

lower paddy output - conservative by government
estimates and higher if
outside experts are to be
believed - will keep inflationary expectations higher, experts and analysts believe.
Erratic
JuneSeptember rainfall and delayed withdrawal of
South-West
monsoon
rains have added to concerns over paddy crop.

India’s rice production
during the 2021-22 crop
year, ended June, stood at
record 130.29 million
tonnes (MT) as against
124.37 MT in the previous
year. Food ministry has
projected a fall of 6-7 MT
in rice production during
this year’s Kharif season,
which accounts for 85 per
cent of the country’s total
rice output.

Japanese auto major
Honda expects its India
business to get back on
growth path as it gears up
to re-enter the high-selling
sports utility vehicle segment next year, as per a
top company official.
The company, which is
present through a whollyowned subsidiary in the
country, currently does
not have presence in the
sports utility vehicle
(SUV) space, which has
now become the largest
segment in the over 30
lakh per annum domestic
passenger vehicle industry.
The automaker in recent years has discontinued models like CR-V, BRV and Mobilio in the market and now relies on its
sedan portfolio — City,

City eHEV (hybrid) and
compact sedan Amaze to
bring in the volumes.
In an interaction with
PTI, Honda Cars India
President
and
CEO
Takuya Tsumura said the
company has taken several steps in the last few
years to make its business
constitution “healthy”
once again.

He admitted that the
company went through a
tough time in the last
three years, as globally
Honda decided to move towards electric mobility
and the process led to restructuring of facilities
and operations to conform
to the new era.
Tsumura noted that the
restructuring process led

to various actions including closure of few manufacturing sites across the
globe, including one plant
in India as well.
“We did some restructuring in the last few years
and it was a bit of a tough
time, but I can now say it is
done, the company now
has a healthy constitution,” he said.

ffering audiences
their daily dose of
thrill and entertainment, Sony SAB's
'Alibaba Dastaan-e-Kabul'
has become a favourite in
less than a month from
its launch. With interesting character arcs in each
episode, viewers have
been
appreciating
Chandan Anand who
plays the character of
Saddam for his comic
timing along with his villainous backstory; from
that of limited presence,
to the omnipresent force
of evil.
Kabul shahi is mercilessly overtaken by the
Sultan’s brother, Saddam,
along with Simsim.
Greedy to rule over the
land, he slays Mariam's
father and grabs the title
of Sultan, while Sim Sim
promises to grant him
powers if he hands over
Mariam to her. In his desire to be an invincible
ruler, his humorous dialogues juxtaposed with
cruel intentions unfold a
gripping character for
the fans to explore.
Chandan Anand who
essays the role of Saddam
comments, "I have played
villains in the past and I
take it as a challenge to
play it different from previous role. I try my best to
bring variations in my
form, which should come
as a different persona and
entertains my audience

at the same time. I always
look for playing different
roles in a show and
Saddam is one such
unique character. I’m enjoying the role and exploring his complexity as
a villain. I knew this
character had a lot of
scope in the show, but
eventually the character
came out to be funny, as
well as evil. I’m really lik-

Dreams do come
true, says Malayalam
actor Neeraj Madhav

ing the mix of these two
forms. I'm grateful that
the audience is appreciative of my performance,
and I hope they continue
to shower us with the
same love!"
Tune in to watch
Chandan Anand as
Saddam in 'Alibaba
Dastaan-e-Kabul' on Sony
SAB, Monday to Saturday
at 8 pm.

Rashmika
Mandanna is all
things happy as she
hogs on Delhi food!
a s h m i k a
Mandanna, who
was running between the shoot of
'Varisu' and the promotions of 'GoodBye', has
been enjoying the delicious food the national
capital has to offer.
Recently, Rashmika
travelled to Delhi for
the promotions of
'GoodBye'. The actress
had a great time in the
city and shared a picture on her social
media with a lot of
food on her table. She
added a note with the
image that said: "When
in Dilli..let's hog on-dal
makhani, butter chicken, paneer bhurji,
seekh kabab, makai di
rotti,
dahi
kabab...Okay I ordered
a lot."
As she got ready to
depart from Delhi,
Rashmika
wrote:
"Thank you Delhi you
were too sweet! Next
time, let's go for a
momo date."
On the work front,
the actress has an interesting line-up with
films like 'Pushpa 2',
'Animal', 'Goodbye'
under her kitty along
with 'Mission Majnu'
opposite
Sidharth
Malhotra, and 'Varisu'
with Vijay.

R

Huma Qureshi calls herself
a big fan of Madhuri Dixit!
ony TV's most loved comedy show, The
Kapil Sharma Show, welcomed the cast of
the political thriller series 'Maharani 2'
i.e. Huma Qureshi, Sohum Shah, Amit Sial,
Pramod Pathak, Dibyendu Bhattacharya and
Anuja Sathe. Enjoying themselves to the
fullest, the cast enjoyed the performances of
Kapil’s ‘naya parivaar’ while indulging in
some hilarious conversations with host
Kapil Sharma and sharing some fun
anecdotes from their life and of
course, the series. In one such conversation Huma Qureshi talked about her
fan moment with B-town’s ‘dhak dhak
girl’, Madhuri Dixit while working on
the 2014 black comedy, 'Dedh Ishqiya'.
Host Kapil Sharma asked the actress about her experience working
with prolific actress, Madhuri Dixit
in the film ‘Dedh Ishqiya’ and Huma
replied kindly, narrating how she was
starstruck when she saw her, "I used to
watch her perform and could not take
my eyes off of her always. I think
every girl looks up to her and when I
got the chance of working with her, I
was nervous and excited at the same
time. But she is such a sweet human
being, she made the atmosphere
very comfortable. She used to talk
to me about her house, and her
kids, just like any simple girl and
like any normal housewife. I remember once we were at a promotional event and there was a
crowd that gathered around us.
People gathered there only to
get a glimpse of her. We got
into her car in a hurry because the crowd was getting
crazier. She was then pointing out some people from the
crowd and talking to me about their funny actions. I was laughing so much and was astonished,
telling her, “Oh you are also like us? (laughs)”
While Huma called herself a big fan of Madhuri
Dixit, her Maharani season 2 co-actors also went on to
reveal their fan moments as well.

S

Rana Daggubati
releases Kannada
action movie
‘Kabzaa’ teaser

Fatima Sana Shaikh preps for
her role in ‘Sam Bahadur’
atima Sana Shaikh
is all set for 'Sam
Bahadur' starring
Vicky Kaushal in the
lead. The actress has
started prepping to play
the role of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
in the upcoming movie.
Taking to her social
media, Fatima shared a
glimpse of how she is
preparing for the role of
Indira Gandhi.
She shared a picture of
a book titled 'Indira - The
Life Of Indira Nehru
Gandhi'.
Fatima captioned the
image: "Such an interesting book on her life. Half
way through.. would
highly recommend it."
She also shared a BTS
picture of herself sitting
in front of the mirror
from the sets of the highly anticipated film
'Sam Bahadur' and
wrote: "And
here we go

F

hanindhadhu
Kaadu', has come in
for much praise, is
on cloud nine that he has
also written and sung for
A. R. Rahman in the film.
Taking to Instagram,
the actor posted a picture
of himself with director
Gautham Vasudev Menon
and music director A. R.
Rahman.
He wrote: "Yes, I wrote
and sang for A. R.
Rahman! Manifest and
dreams do come true!
"I was trying so hard to
keep this to myself, those
who watched 'Vendhu
Thanindhadhu Kaadu
would already know, but
now I can tell the world!"
"During my speech at
the
'Vendhu
Thanindhadhu Kaadu'
audio launch, I happened
to sing a verse dedicated to
A. R. Rahman in front of
him. The next thing I
know, I'm sitting with the
legend himself in his studio and making this
track!"
"True fanboy moment !
'Venthu
Thaninthath
Kaadu' in theatres now.
My Tamil debut as an
actor and a rapper! #bucketlist #ARR #VTK"

T

#SamBahadur".
On the work front,
along
with
'Sam
Bahadur', Fatima has an
interesting line-up and
she will also be seen in

fter the recent back-to-back
successes of 'KGF 2', '777
Charlie' and 'Vikrant Rona',
the Kannada film industry is all set
to roll out another major action entertainer with an all-star cast titled
'Kabzaa'. The film directed by R.
Chandru features Kannada awardwinning star Upendra Rao,
Kichcha Sudeep, Shriya Saran,
Manoj Bajpayee and Nawab Shah.
It is set to be released in seven languages. The makers released the
film's teaser a day before Upendra's
birthday. It was released by
'Bahubali' star Rana Daggubati,
who has become a popular name all
across India. 'Kabzaa' is a period
film about the rise of gangsters in
India, set between 1947 to 1984. It is
all about a freedom fighter's son
who gets trapped in the world of
the mafia. The film is billed as a
large-scale action film.
Talking about the film, director
Chandru said: "The film has already created a lot of buzz and we
wanted to treat our fans with the
teaser. Tomorrow being Upendra's
birthday, we thought it would be a
good gift to all his fans."
Presented by M.T.B. Nagaraj,
and produced by Chandru under
the Sri Siddeshwara Enterprises
banner, the film will be released in
Kannada, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam, Oriya and Marathi.

A

'Dhak Dhak' directed and
co-written by Tarun
Dudeja, co-produced by

Taapsee Pannu, Pranjal
Khandhdiya and Ayush
Maheshwari.

C R O S S WO R D

HOROSCOPE MONDAY SEPTEMBER 19
Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today may be filled with sudden changes
and unexpected events, Aquarius. The
energy is electric and strong. People will
act in erratic, powerful bursts. Try to stay
centered and maintain your focus. Keep in
mind that if you need to break free from
certain limitations, now is the time to make
that move. Have confidence in your actions
and make it happen.

You might not get the things done that you
want to do today, Pisces, but don't sweat it.
Go easy on yourself if you still have a few
unchecked things on the list tonight. People
may pop out of nowhere and demand your
attention for much of the time. Listen, be
present, and try not to think of the things
that aren't getting done. Focus on those
things that are getting done.

Today is a fantastic day, Aries, so make the
most of it. If you're emotionally and mentally prepared to go on a new, exciting life
journey, the opportunity will present itself.
The energy will be fast and furious. You can
work harmoniously with electrical gadgets
and new technologies. Break free of the
mundane and seek less conventional ways
of living.

You'll be tested today, Taurus, so brace yourself for the unexpected. A large piece of
your life is coming into question at this time,
and you're being forced to face the music. Is
this something that really rings true with
your inner being? If it is, you should be able
to deal with this challenge. If you're struggling, perhaps you should take this as a sign
that you need a major life change.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You have lots of energy at your disposal
today, Gemini, but it's erratic and powerful.
You have the stamina to make major
changes, and the opportunity to break free
from any restrictions that hold you back.
Embrace the new, fresh aspects of your life
that ring true to your freedom-loving nature.
Give your soul room to breathe as you take a
long walk in nature this afternoon.

It's time to take a bold step forward,
Cancer. Have confidence in yourself and all
the careful planning you've been painstakingly doing for the past few months.
Realize that much of this hard work is paying off, but only if you're willing to take the
next step. The opportunity is there. All you
need to do is jump on it.

You can't ask for a better day, Leo. Positive
energy is coming your way. You should look
for the opportunities that are right in front
of you. You may be going through some significant upheaval right now. Clear away all
the things that have limited you in the past.
The future is wide open. Empower yourself
to make the changes necessary to build
your life way you want it to be.

Be on your toes today, Virgo, and expect
the unexpected. People may be acting out
in rash, outlandish ways, so go with the
flow. As usual, you have a tremendous
ability to roll with the punches and still
come out unscathed. Just take care that
someone else isn't grabbing the reins.
Stay laid-back while maintaining control
of your actions.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

If you've put in your time and done your
homework, this day can prove very rewarding, Libra. Watch out for incredible opportunities hiding nearby. You have a great deal of
physical energy today, although you may
find it erratic and a bit out of control. Break
free of anything that seems to be binding
you. Shed the chains and live the way you
want to live.

You may find people very stubborn today,
so take care, Scorpio. Arguments can
explode out of nowhere, so have your helmet ready. Think before you act and don't
feel pressured to get involved in something that makes you feel uncomfortable.
Remember that it's OK to just walk away.
No one will win the boxing match, so
don't even get in the ring.

Initiate a major change in your life, Sagittarius.
Break free of the humdrum and launch into
something exciting. Take part in an online class
that expands your mind. Consider yoga, tarot,
or any form of martial arts. You have a
tremendous amount of energy today. It will
help you maintain confidence and endurance
as you do the groundwork to put this new lifeenhancing endeavor in motion.

Action is the word of the day. Whether
you're initiating it or feeling the brunt of
it, you'll be caught up in the vortex of it.
Try not to lose your tempter today,
Capricorn, and don't be surprised if people act rashly and insensitively. Perhaps
this is their way of saying they need you
and that your energy and input are important. Have confidence in your words.
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46. Athletic group
48. Traitor's crime
50. Mormon State
52. Cowboys' ropes
56. British queen
60. Bestow
61. Spouse's kin (hyph.)
62. African river
65. ____ wolf
66. Sharp
67. Individuals
68. Not up yet
69. Name tag
70. Dance move
71. "Wish You ____ Here"

DOWN

ACROSS
1. Sting
5. Surrealism's Salvador ____
9. T-bone, e.g.
14. Diva's offering
15. Plow-pulling animals
16. Stage
17. "____ we forget"
18. Well-groomed
19. Weird
20. Capital of Oregon

22. Fatherly
24. "____ the Beautiful"
27. Area ____
28. Separate
30. Faction
34. Calamity
37. Romance
38. Revered person
39. Sneer at
42. ____ belt
43. Christmas toymaker
44. Ship harbors

1. Chip dip
2. Dairy product
3. Theater walkway
4. Fabric
5. ____ Quixote
6. Logger's tool
7. Jump
8. Unbroken
9. Drive too fast
10. "____ Something About Mary"
11. Merit
12. Korea's locale
13. Ship's bottom
21. Young lady
23. Foot digit
25. Folding beds
26. Actor ____ Guinness
29. Got up

31. Water container
32. Winter garment
33. Toddlers
34. Weight loss plan
35. Loafing
36. Settee
40. Genuine
41. Astronauts' gp.
42. Daughter's husband (hyph.)
45. Skin opening
47. Undergo genetic alteration
48. Pitch
49. Horned animals, for short
51. Drying cloth
53. Mud brick
54. Photocopier liquid
55. Stockholm resident
56. Laboratory bottle
57. Machu Picchu native
58. Association
59. Slangy negative
63. Confederate general
64. Psychic inits.
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Saurabh takes five-for as India A
clinch ‘Test series’ with 113-run win

Bengaluru, Sep 18 (PTI):
Left-arm
spinner
Saurabh Kumar grabbed
five wickets to play a big
role in India A's series
clinching 113-run victory
over New Zealand A in the
third and final 'Unofficial
Test' here on Sunday.

The target of 416 was
out of question but New
Zealand A at one point did
look like trying to play for
a draw before they lost the
last five wickets for less
than 50 runs to be bowled
out for 302 in 85.2 overs.
Saurabh, who has been
on the fringes of the sen-

ior national team, had figures of 5/103 in 27.2 overs
and a match-haul of nine
wickets, having picked up
four in the first innings.
The interesting aspect of
Saurabh's scalps were all
came through leg-before
decision, with at least
three being arm balls to

Duleep Trophy: South Zone crush North
by 645 runs, set up title date with West
Coimbatore, Sep 18 (PTI):

the right-handers.
Sarfaraz Khan (2/48),
who had a disappointing
series with the bat, did
play a significant hand as
his leg-breaks got rid of
senior international Mark
Chapman (45), who shared
shared 82 runs for the
fourth wicket with centu-

Dutch beat
Americans to
finish top of Davis
Cup Finals group
Glasgow, Sep 18 (AP):

Left-arm orthodox spinner R Sai Kishore's maiden match haul of 10 wickets ensured a staggering
645-run victory for South
Zone over North to set up a
clash with West Zone in
the Duleep Trophy final
starting on Wednesday.
The margin of victory was
one of the highest in
Indian first-class cricket.
West Zone also won
their semi-final in commanding fashion beating
Central Zone by a comfortable 279-run margin. The
final will be played in
Coimbatore
from
September 21, and it will
be a five-day affair.
In the South versus
North game, the contest
was killed by the winning
team's batters when they
piled up a mammoth 630/8
declared in their first innings, riding on hundreds
from
opener
Rohan
Kunnummal,
skipper
Hanuma Vihari and Ricky
Bhui.
Once North were all out
for 207 in their first innings,
courtesy
Sai
Kishore's 7/70, the writing
was on the cards.
South didn't enforce follow-on and scored 316/4,
piling on North's misery
by giving them an improbable target of 740 to chase.

On the final day, North
were bowled out for 94 in
30.4 overs with Sai Kishore
(3/28),
off-spinner
Krishnappa
Gautham
(3/50) and another slow
left-armer,
Tanay
Thyagarajan (3/12), sharing the spoils.
It was a match that belonged to Sai Kishore for
his stupendous effort
(10/98 in 39 overs) as the
pitch wasn't difficult to bat
on. Sai Kishore varied his
pace and lengths to trouble
the North batters with
only opener Yash Dhull (59
off 58 balls) showing some

counter-attacking
instincts. The innings was
terminated at the fall of
ninth wicket as Navdeep
Saini, who has been declared unfit by the BCCI,
didn't come out to bat. As
many as eight North batters failed to reach double
figures.
Brief Scores: South
Zone 630/8 decl & 316/4
decl. North Zone 207 &
(target 740) 94 all out in
30.4 overs (Yash Dhull 59,
R Sai Kishore 3/28, K
Gowtham 3/50, Tanay
Thayagrajan 3/12). SZ won
by 645 runs.

Botic van de Zandschulp
and Tallon Griekspoor
won their singles against
Americans Taylor Fritz
and Tommy Paul for the
Netherlands to finish top
of their Davis Cup Finals
group with a 2-1 win.
Van de Zandschulp settled the tie when he defeated Fritz, the world No. 12,
6-4, 7-6 (3) after Griekspoor
opened with a 7-5, 7-6 (3)
victory over Paul.
The Dutch had an unassailable 2-0 lead, then
Rajeev Ram and Jack Sock
earned some compensation for the Americans by
winning their doubles
against Wesley Koolhof
and Matwe Middelkoop.
The United States and
Netherlands were already
assured of reaching the
quarterfinals with two
wins each in Group D. As
group winner, the Dutch
next face the runner-up in
Group C, either Australia
or Germany.
The U.S. will play the
Group A winner, most likely Italy. The Italians play
on Sunday in Bologna
against Sweden.
Also
on
Saturday,
Croatia
defeated
Argentina 3-0 for its second win after losing its
opener to Italy.

rion Joe Carter (111). More
than the number of runs,
the pair had batted for 20
overs and taken the game
into the second session
with New Zealand A comfortably placed at 197 for
three. Chapman was holed
out while trying to attack
Sarfaraz. The bowler got a
second wicket with a googly that trapped Robert
O'Donnell (19) plumb infront. Once New Zealand
A were 222/5 with still a
couple of hours play left, it
became easier for Saurabh
to step up the pressure as
he started attacking the
stumps more, forcing the
Black Caps second team to
go on the defensive.
Carter, who defied the
Indian attack was finally
cleaned up by Mukesh
Kumar before Saurabh
came back to trap Jacob
Duffy leg before.
Brief Scores: India A
293 and 359/7 decl vs New
Zealand A 237 and (target
416) 302 (Joe Carter 111,
Mark
Chapman
45,
Saurabh Kumar 5/103,
Sarfaraz Khan 2/48).

Kohli makes his intent clear
in India’s first practice session
Mohali, Sep 18 (PTI):
Pull shots off the fast
bowlers and stepping out
against spinners was the
order of the day as Virat
Kohli nicely warmed up
for the T20s against
Australia with an extensive net session here on
Sunday.
Kohli, as often is the
case, was among the first
ones who headed into the
nets. The focus was clearly
on playing the short ball as
he faced a barrage of rising deliveries in his 45minute session.
Having roared back to
form with a much awaited
hundred in Asia Cup, the
spring in Kohli's stride
was palpable.
The star batter had
stepped out to even the
likes of Rashid Khan in
the Asia Cup displaying
supreme confidence. He
was in a similar mindset
in the nets on Sunday,
charging down to the spinners for those straight hits
down the ground.
He struck that hundred
against Afghanistan as an
opener, igniting the debate
over his batting slot.
Whether he bats at the top

or his usual number three
spot, Kohli realises the
need to attack from the get
go in the shortest format.
Kohli is ready to get out
of his comfort zone to follow the team's new template and a rare sweep shot
during the Asia Cup is a
testimony to that.

One of his finest T20 innings, 82 not out versus
Australia in the 2016 World
T20, came here at his very
ground and now with his
form and confidence back,
fans can expect another
special knock from him
against the same opponents on Tuesday.

Rohit wants players to exit comfort zone
Mohali, Sep 18 (PTI):
With the T20 World Cup
squad already picked,
India
skipper
Rohit
Sharma wants his players
to get out of their comfort
zone and explore new
things about their game in
the six home games
against Australia and
South Africa ahead of the
ICC showpiece next month.
Rohit feels players can
now afford to extend their
'limits' without the pressure of selection.
The management will be
giving rest to the likes of
Hardik
Pandya,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Arshdeep Singh over the
six games but by and large
it will have a full squad at
its disposal.
Rohit's comments come
in the backdrop of its Asia
Cup campaign in which
the team management experimented quite a bit and
copped criticism for that.
"I wanted to bring security in the team that is why
we announced the team for
both the series before the
World Cup (Australia and
South Africa). In Asia Cup
also we more less had the
same team," said Rohit
ahead of the series opener
against Australia.
"In these six games we
want to keep trying what
we can achieve with different styles. It is all about
going out and trying to find

ways of exploring ourselves but there is no limit
to trying new things. You
can extend yourself in so
many directions to achieve
so many things for the

team."
Virat Kohli went out of
his comfort zone during
the Asia Cup and played a
rare sweep shot and Rohit
wants even the bowlers to

push their limits.
"We will keep encouraging people to be more expressive. For example
someone who doesn't play
reverse sweep, can he play
that and see if he can do it
right. Someone can hit
down the ground, things
you are not comfortable
doing, you do that and see
what happens.
"When you go into the
World Cup you should have
all these answers. For
bowlers, they can try opening the spell with a yorker
or a bouncer," said the skipper.
After the early exit from
the T20 World Cup last
year, India were forced to
change their batting approach and Rohit said the
team will continue to play
aggressive and in case it
loses early wickets, the
back up plan is in place.
"We will continue to play
like that. That is something
we spoke quite clearly at
the start of my (captaincy
tenure) and everyone is
comfortable with that. At
the same time we know our
second line of defence if
we are in trouble. We spend
a lot of time talking about
these things," he said.
"Guys are very clear if
we are 10 for three how we
need to bat. If we are 50 for
no loss, how we need to bat.
These have been discussed
at length, it is just about executing now."

Tim David

Can’t wait to see David in action: Cummins FIFA official inaugurates Umesh replaces Shami in India

Mohali, Sep 18 (PTI):
All set for his much-anticipated international
debut against India,
Singapore-bor n
Australian hard-hitting
batter Tim David has
made everyone excited, including their pace spearhead Pat Cummins.
A sought-after powerhitter in franchise cricket,
the 6-feet 5-inches batter
caught the headlines when
five-time IPL champions
Mumbai Indians snapped
him for Rs 8.25 crore at the
IPL 2022 auction.

"We are here in Mohali,
we just had our first training session as a team out
there on the oval. Really
good session, Great to see
the new face, on his first
ever Aussie tour -- Tim
David around. He hit a lot
of long balls. I can't wait to
see him in action,"
Cummins
told
cricket.com.au
after
Saturday's practice session.
The reigning T20I champions will take on India in
a three-match series beginning here on Tuesday.
"Great to be back in

India for the first time
since COVID. Can't wait to
see all the fans. They are
always crazy over here.
Hopefully some packed
stadiums here, It's always
a lot of fun. You feel like a
billion people are watching, so I can't wait for it."
With Marcus Stoinis
ruled out because of a side
strain, the 26-year-old
David looks set for his
Australian debut. At the
nets, he was seen whacking the balls all around the
park.
In a forgettable season
where MI finished at the
bottom of the table, David
showed glimpses of his
power-hitting, scoring 186
runs at a strike rate of
216.28.
Terming him the "X factor", the Australian Test
skipper further said: "(He)
goes about it slightly differently, so look forward to
it."
"Great to see David get
his chance. He has been
right up there with the
best in the world, batting
in the middle-order of T20
cricket is a really tough
spot to bat," Cummins
later said in a virtual
media interaction.

U-17 Women’s WC
legacy initiative

Mumbai, Sep 18 (PTI):
FIFA's head of women's
football
development
Arijana Demirovic inaugurated the U-17 Women's
World Cup legacy initiative
-- referee education scholarship programme -- with
32 female participants here
on Saturday.
The tournament is
scheduled to held in the
country from October 11 to
October 30. Arijana was accompanied by All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
secretary general Shaji
Prabhakaran.
"It is imperative that the
development of football be
encompassing. The FIFA
U-17 World Cup is already
encouraging female participation at the grassroots
through its legacy initiative, the coach education
scholarship programme,
and the referee education
scholarship programme is
another key step towards
equal representation," said
Arijana. "As women's football is developing the world

over in terms of viewership at the elite level and
participation at the grassroots, it is only natural for
the next step to be an increased number of female
referees. "We are, thus,
very pleased with this initiative and believe it will
leave a positive footprint in
the ecosystem of Indian
football," she added.
Prabhakaran believes
that initiatives such as the
referee education scholarship programme will inspire more women to
choose football as a career.
"Development
of
women's football and increased representation are
key areas of focus for holistic growth of football in
India.
The
Referee
Education Scholarship
Programme is a step in
that direction," he said.
"The 32 candidates of
this programme are representative of the huge pool
of women within the current ecosystem who are up
and willing to pursue a career in football.

PULSE POLIO DRIVE

squad for Australia series
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
The seasoned Umesh
Yadav was on Sunday drafted into the Indian team as
veteran seamer Mohammed
Shami's replacement for the
three-match T20I series
against Australia.
Shami was ruled out of
the rubber, starting on
Tuesday, late on Saturday
night after he had tested
positive for COVID-19.
"Fast bowler Mohd.
Shami will not be able to
take part in the upcoming
three-day Mastercard T20I
series against Australia
after testing positive for
COVID-19. The All-India
Senior Selection Committee
has named Umesh Yadav as
his replacement," the BCCI
said in a statement.
The Board also said that
pacer Navdeep Saini has
been ruled out of the upcoming three-match oneday series between India A
and New Zealand A after
sustaining a right groin injury on the first day of the
ongoing Duleep Trophy
semi-final match between
North Zone and South Zone.

UP CM Yogi Adityanath administers polio drops to a child, at his official residence
in Lucknow, Sunday.

Rlys’ new device
checks real-time
seat availability
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI): The
Railways' new hand-held terminals (HHTs), meant for computerised on-board ticket
checking and allotment of vacant berths, facilitated an average of nearly 7,000 unconfirmed ticket-holders get confirmed seats on trains daily in
the last four months, data
shows. The HHTs, which come
in the size if an iPad, have passenger reservation charts for
trains already loaded in them.
Instead of going through paper
charts like before, ticket checking staff can just browse
through these devices for realtime updates on bookings as
these are connected to the passenger reservation system central server. So, if a passenger
with a reserved ticket does not
turn up or cancels their journey
at the last minute, the vacant
berth is displayed on the HHT
device which enables the train
ticket examiner (TTE) to allot it
to a wait-listed passenger or a
reservation against cancellation (RAC) passenger on board.

P Chidambaram

Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram on Sunday
favoured a consensus for
the post of the AICC chief
and asserted that Rahul
Gandhi will always have a
"pre-eminent place" in the
party irrespective of
whether he is president as
he is the "acknowledged

Kendrapara, Sep 18 (PTI):
The Bhitarkanika National
Park played host to over one
lakh migrant water birds this
monsoon, a rise of seven per
cent, as the sanctuary re-established itself as one of the
most congenial breeding
grounds in Odisha for the
winged guests, officials said
on Sunday.
The arrival of these avian
species at the wildlife sanctuary in Kendrapara district was
delayed this time as the spell
of rain was not uniform, he
said. "Still, we've spotted an
impressive congregation of
the monsoon birds along the
mangrove covers of the
park," the official said. The
enumerators counted 1.16
lakh birds this year in comparison to 1.09 lakh in 2021.
Prominent among those arriving for nesting are herons,
darters and egrets. Minimal
human interference, ideal climatic conditions and the river
system have led to the flocking of these delicate chirpy
winged species, said the official of the Rajnagar mangrove
division.

Aerobatic display by IAF,
tourists enthralled
Puri, Sep 18 (PTI):
The Indian Air Force
conducted a scintillating
display of aerobatics here
over the Bay of Bengal on
Sunday to commemorate
75 years of the country's
Independence. Nine aircraft of the Suryakiran
Aerobatic Team of the
Eastern Air Command
conducted the aerobatic
display off the Blue Flag
Beach here in the morning and was witnessed by
thousands of enthralled
tourists to the seaside pilgrim town.
Odisha
Governor
Ganeshi Lal attended the
event, which drew loud
cheers from the people.
The
fleet
of
the
Suryakiran aircraft made
several flypasts and conducted manoeuvres like
the arrow, rocket roll, diamond and synchro. In one
of the moves, an aircraft

People look on as IAF’s Surya Kiran team fly Hawk MK-132
aircrafts in a formation during an air show, in Puri, Sunday.
even flew upside down
and did spins as it returned.
In a thrilling display of
crossovers, two Sryakiran

aircraft came face to face
from opposite directions
at over 1,500 kmph and
then flew apart to the left
and right leaving the

spectators spell bound.
The aerobatic team could
not, however, perform
some formations as there
was limited visibility due
to the presence of monsoon clouds.
A team member said
that during a similar exercise over the Kuakhai
river
bank
in
Bhubaneswar on Friday
it was not possible to drop
to a lower height due to
the buildings nearby. "But
in the sea off Puri we
were able to fly the aircraft at 100-300 feet," she
told reporters after the
show.
"The weather was bad
in the morning, but we
are so glad that we managed to hold the show,"
she added. The IAF had
held an air show in
Cuttack in 2016 to mark
the birth centenary of
former chief minister
Biju Patnaik.

5 decades on, residential complex in Chh’garh ‘Keep BJP out of power to
safeguard Constitution’
still stands testimony to India-Russia bond
Hyderabad, Sep. 18 (PTI):

Tikeshwar Patel
Bhilai, Sep 18 (PTI): A
walk through the heart of
'steel city' Bhilai in
Chhattisgarh leads to a
beautifully landscaped residential colony which
came up for Russians in
late 1970s. Located in the
middle of wide roads lined
with lush green trees, the
premises named Russian
Complex' still stands firmly, symbolising the bond
between India and Russia,
though no Russians live
there any more.
The history of the complex, located 40 kilometres
from capital Raipur, is related to the Bhilai Steel
Plant (BSP), one of the
first integrated steel units
set up in the country in
1950s with the collaboration of the then Soviet
Union.
Dr
Rajendra
Prasad, the then President

‘Cong president or not, Rahul will always
have pre-eminent place in party’

New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):

Monsoon water
birds flock
Bhitarkanika
in droves

leader" of the rank and file.
So far, Rahul Gandhi has
declined to take on the
mantle of party presidency
but may change his mind,
the former Union minister
and Congress Working
Committee member said,
just days ahead of the notification of polls to elect the
AICC chief.
In an interview with
PTI, Chidambaram said
there was no occasion for
any controversy over the
fairness and transparency
of the party president polls
and asserted that had central election authority
chairman Madhusudan
Mistry's last statement on
the concerns of some of
the leaders come on the
first day, the matter would
have stood resolved.

Russian Complex, a residential colony built in late 1970s
for Russians working in Bhilai Steel Plant, in Bhilai.

Ludmila Mukherjee, a
Russian national living
in Bhilai.

of India, inaugurated the
BSP in 1959 in Bhilai in the
undivided
Madhya
Pradesh and now located
in Chhattisgarh's Durg district. The plant attracted a
large number of people
from other states including
Bihar, West Bengal and
Andhra Pradesh for jobs,

in the plant. In February
1955, an agreement was
signed between India and
the Soviet Union for the integrated iron and steel
plant in Bhilai and since
then the influx of Russians
started here, retired BSP
officials told PTI. During
the initial days, engineers

which gave rise to a cosmopolitan culture and the
Bhilai sector area township with multiple facilities. As the plant was built
with Russian technology,
technicians and experts
from that country also
stayed here for more than
four decades and worked

and experts from Russia
along with their Indian
counterparts stayed in
Durg circuit house where
tents were also set up for
accommodating them, said
Kiran Kapoor, who retired
as executive director (material management) from
the BSP in 2010.
They were later shifted
to Bhilai Niwas, which is
now known as Bhilai
Hotel'. In late 1970s, the
sprawling
Russian
Complex, which had 153
houses, was built for them
in Sector-7 of the Bhilai
township, he said. "I had a
lot of friends in the
Russian Complex. We
never felt like outsiders as
they mixed up with us and
even celebrated Indian festivals. Like me, other
Indians who worked in the
plant used to spend time
with the Russians there,"
Kapoor said.

CPI (M) general secretary Sitaram Yechury on
Sunday said BJP should be
kept out of power to safeguard the Constitution and
guaranteed rights to people, Speaking to reporters
here, he said the saffron
party has no role in
Hyderabad Liberation and
is trying to distort history.
"If you want to save India
as a secular, democratic republic, if you want to safeguard
the
Indian
Constitution and guaranteed rights are provided to
the people, if I want to ensure that official agencies
are not misused to be the
political pals of the ruling
party, you have to keep the
BJP away from wielding
political power and government control," he said replying to a query.
He said Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) rally on

Sitaram Yechury
September 25 and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar's meetings with various leaders are some of
the initiatives to bring in
secular parties for a common agenda. Yechury said
the BJP is trying to create
confusion on the annexure
of Hyderabad State by distorting facts. He said the
BJP wants to come into
power in Telangana.

Pune bakery dishes out
unique red guava cake

Pune, Sep 18 (PTI):
Farmers growing the
red guava fruit in
Purandar tehsil of Pune
district have a reason to
cheer as the iconic
Kayani Bakery here is
now using their produce
in making a unique cake.
The fruit variety named

'Ratnadeep Guava' is traditionally grown by
farmers in Purandar
tehsil of Maharashtra
and has a high demand in
the market due to its
soothing taste and dark
pink pulp inside.
Farmers who grow the
'Ratnadeep Guava' variety
in the region have associated with Pune's Kayani
Bakery, famous for its
Shrewsberry biscuits and
other products, to introduce a unique eggless
guava preparation with
the brand name 'Purandar
Peru Cake'. A co-owner of
the bakery claimed this
cake, which they started
making since last month,
has been receiving a huge
response from customers.

Cheetahs from Namibia soak in
ambience of new home in India
Appear to be at ease after initial hesitation
Sheopur (MP), Sep 18 (PTI):
Rishi Dhawan has been
named as Saini's replacement in the India A squad.
"He (Saini) is ruled out of
the ongoing tournament
and also from the upcoming
three-match one-day series
between India A and New
Zealand A. Saini will now
head to the NCA for further
management of his injury."
Umesh, who played the
last of his seven T20Is in
2019 against Australia, was
back in the scheme of
things after recovering from
a quadriceps injury he suffered during his county
stint in England. The 35year-old Umesh's comeback

is nothing short of a fairytale as his county stint with
Middlesex was cut short by
the quadriceps injury.
He had a terrific first leg
in the 2022 IPL for Kolkata
Knight Riders when he
swung the ball at great pace.
For Middlesex, he impressed at the Royal London
Cup in which he took 16
wickets in seven List A
games, including a five-for
and a four-wicket haul.
"Umesh was doing his
rehab at the NCA after he
came back and it was not a
tear, so he has now recovered and is fit to play," a
BCCI source had told PTI.

The eight cheetahs from
Namibia, who were released
into
Madhya
Pradesh's Kuno National
Park (KNP) a day ago,
seemed to be slowly adapting to the new environment as they were seen
strolling in their quarantine enclosure on Sunday
and soaking in the ambience with curiosity.
Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi
on
Saturday released these
cheetahs brought from the
African country into a
quarantine enclosure at
the KNP in Sheopur dis-

trict as part of a project to
revive the population of
the animal which became
extinct in India in 1952. At
the time of their release,
the spotted big cats looked
hesitant as they took in the
new environment with a
look of curiosity mixed

with bafflement. As the
door of its cage slid open,
the first of the eight cheetahs hesitated for a moment or two before stepping out onto the grass. It
then ran, came to a halt
near a tree and scanned the
surroundings, its new

home 8000 km away from
its native Namibia, by
turning the neck in every
direction. But the initial
hesitation appeared to be
fading on their second day
in the new country.
All the eight cheetahs five female and three male,
named Obaan, Freddy,
Savannah, Asha, Cibili,
Saisa and Sasha, looked fit
and fine and drank water
kept at their quarantine
enclosure in the KNP on
Sunday. They were seen
wandering and resting in
their new habitat. These
fastest land animals were
seen looking around the
new surroundings.
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Huge protest at CU over video leak

̈ Of hostel students
Chandigarh, Sep 18 (PTI):

Protests erupted on the
campus of a private university in Punjab's Mohali
over "rumours" that objectionable videos of several
women students were
recorded by a hosteller, following
which
Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Sunday ordered a probe.
After a preliminary investigation, police arrested
a woman student and dispatched a team to apprehend a youth in Himachal
Pradesh.
Punjab's
Additional
Director General of Police,
Gurpreet Deo, who reached
the Chandigarh University
campus along with other
senior officials to take
stock of the situation after
the overnight protests, told
reporters that the woman
student appeared to have
shared a video of herself
with the youth and no objectionable video of any
other student was found.
University authorities
also rejected reports that
claimed videos of several
women students in the varsity hostel were made and
shared on social media and
several students had attempted suicide after the
episode.
Mohali
Senior
Superintendent of Police
Vivek Sheel Soni told reporters that the protests
erupted in the university
past midnight after a "rumour" that videos of several women students had

NIA raids against
PFI at 40 places

̈ In Telangana,
Andhra
̈ Four detained

New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
The NIA on Sunday
searched 40 places in
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh in connection
with a case against the
Popular Front of India for
allegedly running training camps to commit terror acts and promote enmity between groups on

IGP Gurpreet Deo with senior police officers addresses a press
conference at the Chandigarh University in Mohali, Sunday.

Punjab orders probe
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on Sunday ordered a probe
and expressed anguish over the incident at Chandigarh University
following "rumours" that some objectionable videos of several
female students were recorded by a woman student. Strict action
will be taken against those found guilty, he said. “Sad to hear
about the unfortunate incident at Chandigarh University...our
daughters are our honour...a high-level inquiry has been ordered
into the incident...severe action will be taken against whoever is
found guilty,” said Mann in a tweet in Punjabi.

Police arrest accused
After a preliminary investigation, police arrested a woman student
and dispatched a team to apprehend a youth in Himachal Pradesh.
The arrested student's mobile phone has been taken seized for
forensic analysis, he said, adding no suicide attempt by any student or death has occurred.

been made and leaked.
The arrested student's
mobile phone has been
taken seized for forensic
analysis, he said, adding no
suicide attempt by any student or death has occurred.
An FIR under IPC section
354-C (voyeurism) and the
IT Act has been registered
in the matter and further
probe is on, officials said.

Chief Minister Mann ordered the probe into the incident, saying strict action
will be taken against those
found guilty.
"Sad to hear about the
unfortunate incident at
C h a n d i g a r h
University...our daughters
are our honour...a highlevel inquiry has been ordered into the incident...se-

Students of the Chandigarh
University protest on the
campus after private videos of
several women students were
posted on social media, in
Mohali, Saturday night.

vere action will be taken
against whoever is found
guilty," said Mann in a
tweet in Punjabi. "I am in
touch with the administration," said Mann while appealing to people not to believe rumours.
The incident sparked a
flurry of reactions from political parties and the central and state women's
rights bodies too stepped
in. Delhi Chief Minister
and Aam Aadmi Party national convener Arvind
Kejriwal said those involved in the incident will
get the "harshest punishment".
"Victim girls should keep
courage. We are all with
you. All should act with patience," he said in a tweet
in Hindi.

Central Chronicle News

the basis of religion, an official said. Four people
were detained for questioning during the searches carried out at 38 locations in Telangana and
two in Andhra Pradesh, a
spokesperson of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) said.
The official said incriminating materials, including digital devices, documents, two daggers and
over Rs 8.31 lakh, were
seized during the operation.

Two killed in elephant attacks

HISTORIC DAY

After almost 3 decades,
J-K gets cinema halls
Srinagar, Sep 18 (PTI):

Surajpur, Sep 18:
Two senior citizens were
killed in separate incidents
of
elephant
attacks
inSurajpur district on
Sunday, forest officials said.
The incidents took place in
Premnagar forest range,
where a herd of 12 elephants
has been roaming around
since last week, they said.
The first incident took
place around 12.30 am near
Abhaypur village, where
one of the victims Manbodh
God (70) and another villager were having dinner

after performing rituals at a
temple in the forest, said
Sanjay Yadav, divisional forest officer of Surajpur forest
division. On seeing the herd,
the villager managed to escape but one of the elephants caught hold of
Manbodh and trampled him
to death, he said, adding that
villagers had been warned
against venturing into the
forest. Similarly, Raimati
God (70) was attacked by the
same herd while she was
asleep in her hut in
Janardanpur village. She
died on the spot, he said.

Gate Meeting organised
against privatization of FSNL

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Sunday inaugurated a multipurpose cinema
hall each in the twin south
Kashmir
districts
of
Pulwama and Shopian, almost three decades after theatre owners downed their
shutters in the Valley primarily due to militancy.
Sinha described the occasion as "historic". "A historic day for J&K UT!
Inaugurated Multipurpose
Cinema Halls at Pulwama
and Shopian. It offers facilities ranging from a movie
screening, infotainment and
skilling of youth," he tweeted. "We will build such multipurpose cinema halls in
every district of Jammu and

Kashmir soon. Today, I dedicate such cinema halls to the
youth of Pulwama and
Shopian," he told reporters
in Pulwama. The Valley had
seen nearly a dozen standalone cinema halls functioning till the late 1980s, but
they had to wind up businesses after two militant
outfits threatened the owners. Though authorities
made attempts to reopen
some of the theatres in the
late 1990s, militants thwarted such efforts by carrying
out a deadly grenade attack
on Regal Cinema in the
heart of Lal Chowk in
September 1999. Two other
theatres -- Neelam and
Broadway -- had opened
their doors but had to shut
business due to poor response.

Bhilai,
Sep
18:
Resentment is on rise
among the employees and
members of Bhilai Steel
fraternity following the
government's decision of
disinvestment of Ferro
Scrap Nigam Limited. To
protest against this decision, a gate meeting was organized recently in front of
FSNL Gate by the employees and members of the
steel fraternity. All the employees of FSNL took part
in the gate meeting.
Speaking on the occasion, SEFI Chairman and
BSP-OA
President
Narendra
Kumar
Banchhor said that the
Apex organization of officers of PSUs has been emphasizing on restructuring
and strategic merger, instead of indiscriminate
privatization and disinvestment of PSUs.
SEFI President said that
the PSUs had an incomparable contribution in the
building of the nation, but

today, the government is
preparing to hand over
these precious national assets to private hands in a
very arbitrary manner.
This step is very harmful
for the nation and it will
create a situation of bypassing the middle class
which is the backbone of
the nation.
In the gate meeting, the
steel fraternity demanded
to stop the privatization of
Ferro
Scrap
Nigam
Limited and introduce
strategic merger instead of
privatization of PSUs.
SEFI
President
Narendra
Kumar
Banchhor, OA-BSP General

Secretary
Parvinder
Singh, FSNL Executive
Association
President
Satyendra Kumar Jha,
Secretary Deepak Tomar,
FSNL
Labour
Organization Haripratap
Singh Tomar, Ashok
Kumar, Mohd Tanveer expressed their views and opposed privatization in one
voice. They also demanded
a strategic merger of steel
sector PSUs.
In this sequence, the
Executive Association of
FSNL will stage a protest
against the privatization of
FSNL with the support of
the OA-BSP team on
September 19 from 08.00

am at Equipment Chowk.
It needs to be mentioned
here that Ferro Scrap
Nigam Limited is a participant in many projects with
the PSUs of the steel sector.
In the past, a motion was
passed to merge this company into SAIL or RINL.
But the present Central
Government has decided to
privatize Ferro Scrap
Nigam Limited, which triggered resentment among
the employees.
Ferro Scrap Nigam
Limited is a government
undertaking under the
Ministry of Steel, which is
in the process of being
sold. The entire process of

Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha delegation pays
courtesy visit to Minister TS Singh Deo
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: A delegation of Kshatriya Kalyan
Sabha, Bhilai Nagar led by
President Ajit Singh paid a
courtesy visit to Health
Minister TS Singh Deo at
his residence in Raipur. The
office bearers of the newly
elected executive committee
of Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha
detailed the Minister about
the social activities of their
organisation.
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo advised the new office
bearers to conduct better
works in the interest of society. President Ajit Singh,
on behalf of the Kshatriya
Kalyan Sabha, honoured
the Health Minister TS
Singh Deo with a shawl. He

requested and invited the
Minister to attend the
Vijayadashami celebrations
in Bhilai. Singh Deo stated
he would not be able to visit
Bhilai that day as he has to
attend the Vijayadashami
celebrations organized in
Surguja. However, he assured to attend some other
function organized by the
Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha in
the time to come. President
Ajit Singh requested the
Minister to provide his
valuable guidance by be-

coming the Patron of the organisation. Singh Deo gladly accepted the request.
President Ajit Singh, Vice
President Rajesh Singh,
Secretary Durga Singh
Sengar, Treasurer Arun
Singh, Joint Secretary
Arvind Kumar Singh,
Udayveer
Singh,
Organization Secretary
Sanjay Singh Rathore,
Publicity Secretary Ashok
Singh,
Former
Vice
President Umesh Singh,
Former Secretary Arvind

Singh, Former Treasurer
Sanjay Singh, Former
Secretary Sunil Kumar
Singh, Arun Singh Sisodia,
Executive
Committee
Members Madhav Singh,
Suresh Chand, Shailendra
Singh,
Arun
Singh
(Councillor), Daya Singh
(Councillor) Harshvardhan
Singh, Ramashankar Singh,
Ashok Singh, Ram Narayan
Singh, Atendra Singh,
Narendra Rathore, Dinesh
Singh, Manvendra Singh,
Ranjit Singh, Rajkumar
Singh, Satish Singh Tomar,
Dhananjay Singh, Sushant
Singh, Prithvi Nath Singh,
Omkar Singh, Tarun Singh,
Vishal Singh, Shubham
Singh, Priyanshu Singh,
Raunak Singh and others
were present.

selling to Ferro Scrap
Nigam Ltd is being conducted by DIPAM. The employee unions are alleging
lack of transparency in
this entire process. DIPAM
had invited expression of
interest on 31/03 /2022 and
initially the last date for
submission of expression
of interest was 05 May 2022
but later by changing the
terms and conditions, its
last date was extended till
17 June 2022. Till date the
names of the buyers involved and selected in the
expression of interest have
not been made public. Such
work brings the entire
process into doubt.
In the past also, strategic
disinvestment of public
sector companies like
Central
Electronics
Limited and Pawan Hans
Limited was done by
DIPAM, but due to irregularities in the sale transaction process, the disinvestment process of these two
companies has been postponed and the matter is
pending in the court.

SP conducts surprise
inspection; leads vehicle
checking drive

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: On
Saturday, Superintendent
of Police (Durg) accompanied
by
Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City)
and
City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) conducted a surprise
inspection
of
Padmanabhpur Chowki.
He reviewed the pending
cases in the presence of
newly posted chowki incharge and all the investigation officers.
After reviewing the
cases, he directed to dispose of all the pending

cases at the earliest and
take action against the offenders involved in violations of Excise Act, NDPS
Act, Gambling Act, etc. He
further asked the cops to
take action against the
suspects and persons of
criminal tendency.
The cops were asked to
take maximum preventive
action against the goons
and miscreants. After inspection, SP, ASP (City),
CSP (Durg) and the staff of
Chowki conducted a foot
flag march in the area to
create a sense of security
among the general public
and set an example of vi-

BMC celebrates Vishwakarma
Jayanti with pomp and show
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: Vishwakarma
Jayanti was celebrated with
great pomp and show in the
"Vahan Sakha" of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation the other
day. Mayor Neeraj Pal offered
prayers to Lord Vishwakarma
and wished for the happiness
and prosperity of the city.
During this, Mayor Neeraj Pal
and Corporation Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar, Additional
Commissioner Ashok Dwivedi,
Vehicle Branch in-charge and
MiC member Lalchand Verma
and General Administration
Department in-charge and MIC
member Sandeep Nirankari and
officers/employees also worshiped the vehicles.
Like every year, this year also
the statue of Vishwakarma ji

was installed in the vehicle
branch
of
Municipal
Corporation Bhilai and after
worshiping, a yajna was performed. Here it needs a mention that preparations for grand
celebration was in full swing for
the last two days in the vehicle
branch. A large number of vehicles are kept in this branch and
from here the vehicle is dispatched for work in different
areas of the city. Vehicles and
tools were washed from the day

before Vishwakarma Jayanti.
Arrangements were made for
distribution of Mahabhog
Prasad to about 2000 families
and public representatives of
the corporation. After the puja
everyone took Mahabhog
Prasad. BMC Speaker Girwar
Bunty Sahu, Mayor Council
members Lakshmipati Raju,
Chandrashekhar Gawai, Aditya
Singh, Councilor Hariom Tiwari,
Yogesh Sahu and other councilors were present. Special

Environmental study is integral to our culture: Acharya Dr Sharma
World Ozone Day
celebration at Mohanlal
Jain Government
College, Khursipar

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: "India is an
agricultural and sage-oriented country. Nature and
culture are integral to each
other. We cannot separate
culture and agriculture
from each other. This is the
basic of our thinking, writing and reading. The curriculum is based on this
thought.
The world is made up of

the sky, air, fire, water and
earth. Our body is also
made of these and eventually merges into it. Our
great texts like Vedas,
Ramayana, Mahabharata
and Gita etc not only protect trees, plants, rivers,
rain, greenery and environment, but also worship
them. Even in our golden
history and culture, the
things of current technology and science have already been mentioned.
These thoughts were expressed by Acharya Dr
Mahesh Chandra Sharma,
writer and educationist
while as chief guest in

Mohan Lal Jain (Mohan
Bhaiya)
Government
College, Khursipar, on the
occasion of World Ozone
Day. The college professors
and a large number of students, all the faculty were
present in the programme.
Dr Sharma further said
that molecules made up of
three atoms of oxygen pres-

ent between 15-35 km
around the earth are called
ozone, from which the
ozone layer is formed. We
have to save it from the
smoke pollution of vehicles
and protect the plants that
give life. It is noteworthy
that Dr Sharma has been
reading and writing on environment for about 25-30

years. Acharya Dr Sharma
has also been Principal
(Incharge) of Khursipar
College for about two years.
The present Principal Prof
OP Agrawal presiding over
the program welcomed Dr
Sharma. He said that Dr
Sharma's address is very
useful according to the curriculum of the students.

Mental health issues have skyrocketed
post pandemic: Dr Ankit Jain
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: Dr Ankit Jain, an
American board-certified psychiatrist who specializes in
treating various mental disorders in prestigious institutes in
East coast of the US talks about
the post pandemic mental
health tips that all of us can
practice daily.
His research interests are focused on COVID-19 and its impact on mental health. He is
currently working as an assistant professor and a researcher
in the US who has authored
over 25 articles in renowned
journals, presented his work on
national and international platforms, written multiple book
chapters and he has been featured in expert talks for prestigious organizations.
One of his research articles
titled - Impact on mental health
by "Living in Isolation and
Quarantine" during COVID-19
pandemic- which is published in
the Journal of family medicine

and primary care has been
cited about 30 times by international researchers. In this article, he notes that mental health
has gotten tremendous importance especially due to COVID.
In the first year of the COVID19
pandemic, global prevalence of
anxiety and depression increased by a massive 25%, according to a scientific brief released by the World Health
Organization (WHO).
The beginning of the pandemic appears to have had the
greatest impact on mental
health. After more than two
years of illness, upheaval and
loss, many of us are being asked
to return to something resembling our pre pandemic lives.
Offices are filling up; masks are
coming off and more governments and organizations are
making plans to "live" with the
virus. For some people, the
feelings of anxiety and depression that emerged during the
pandemic will resolve as routines resume - people go back

to the office, social connections
are reformed, the seeming danger of activities dissipates. But
others will face new or worse
mental health issues that persist or even appear down the
road, a number that could be
quite large given the magnitude
of despair and disruption.
Dr Jain stresses that in countries with limited resources and
settings, many people have
sought support online, signaling an urgent need to make reliable and effective digital tools
available and easily accessible.
However, developing and deploying digital interventions remains a major challenge in
most countries. It is important

to practice mindfulness as we
navigate a more open, social
world, and continue to take out
time for yourself. You can do
this through methods such as
meditation or composing a
gratitude list about things in
your life. Reflecting on what
you want your life and health
to look like can be a strong motivator in helping people take
healthy action towards a desirable future.
If you are new to mindfulness, consider apps such as
Calm, Insight
Timer,
Headspace, 10 Percent
Happier, or search for guided
meditations on YouTube. As you
take back more control of your
life, be mindful of who and
what you give your energy to.
Dr Jain also recommends regular exercise even if it's for a few
minutes in the day as exercise
is a proven method for dealing
with anxiety and depression.
Studies show that spending
time in nature reduces stress.
Something as simple as tending

sual policing. Later, under
the leadership of the
Superintendent of Police,
all the officers and jawans,
including traffic cops
marched to Jail Triangle
and checked all types of
vehicles passing through
the square from 11:00 hrs
to 12:00 hrs.
More than 500 twowheeler riders were advised to wear helmets and
four-wheelers drivers to
wear seat belts. Apart
from this, action was
taken against 20 twowheelers riders who were
riding without helmets
and were using earphones.

to a garden or house plants or
walking through a park can be
calming. Choosing a diet with
whole foods, including lots of
vegetables, fruits and healthy
grains, is good for a healthy
body and mind. Eating well,
staying hydrated and limiting
the consumption of highly
processed food can also help
stabilize your mood.
It is important to refrain
from using alcohol and recreational drugs as a means to unwind as they can cause more
harm to the physical and mental health than good. Lastly, Dr
Jain advises it is always better
to reach out to a professional
for help to make sure mental
health is just as balanced as
physical health. He anticipates that mental health care
will look very different 10
years from now, than it did in
the last century combined ago
but all of these positive
changes would require all of us
to come together and make
mental health our priority.

The Officer-in-Charge of
National Service Scheme
and Prof of Chemistry, Dr
Alka Shukla gave a detailed
introduction of Acharya
Dr Sharma which also inspired the students. Dr
Shukla, while conducting
the program also enlightened on the topic of the lecture successfully. Dr
Sharma handed over the
detailed printed material
collected from papers, magazines etc to the students
for environmental science
questions and project files.
He also presented three
books written by him
namely "Gagar Mein

Sagar", "Sahitya aur
Samaj"
and
"Prerna
Pradeep" to Principal Prof
Agrawal, Dr Shukla and
Roli Yadav respectively.
At the end of the program, vote of thanks was
given by Senior Prof Dr
Sunita Jha. Mihir Meshram
and Kumari Shreya Singh
on behalf of the students described the program as very
useful, interesting and informative. Prof Rakesh
Bele, Dr Nibha Thakur,
Somlata,
Rajeshwari
Verma, Dr Mili Chandrakar,
Arzoo and other teaching
staff and a large number of
students were present.

preparation for the program
was done by Veshram Sinha,
Officer-in-Charge in Vehicle
Branch and Vishnu Chandrakar
and Sharad Dubey.
Health officer Dharmendra
Mishra was especially present
among the officers of the corporation. Apart from the vehicle
branch, Vishwakarma Jayanti
was also celebrated in the
Horticulture Department, all the
Zone Offices and other departments of the Corporation.

Youth drowns
in Sheonath
Bhilai, Sep 18: A 32-year-old youth
drowned in River Sheonath on
Saturday. SDRF conducted search
operations for hours and managed to
fish out the body. According to information, Dau Thakur (32) son of Keval
Thakur a resident of Sikolabhata had
gone to Belodi with his 7-8 friends.
They were enjoying on the banks of
the river when Dau Thakur entered
the river to take a bath. He got
trapped in the heavy flow and raised
the alarm. His friends tried to save
him with the help of ropes and stoles
but he was flown away. On information, a team of Mohan Nagar Police
Station and NDRF reached the spot
and search operations were
launched but they had to stop after a
couple of hours due to darkness. The
search operations resumed on
Sunday and with sustained efforts,
the body was fished out around 12:00
hrs. Police have lodged a case.

Devendra attends Vishwakarma
Puja in various departments of BSP

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Sep 18: Lord
Vishwakarma Jayanti was
celebrated with fervour
across the city on Saturday.
Bhilai
Nagar
MLA
Devendra Yadav also offered prayers to Lord
Vishwakarma and prayed
for the happiness, peace
and prosperity of the people of the state.
Vishwakarma Puja was
celebrated with great pomp
at Bhilai Steel Plant as well.
The
idols
of
Lord

Vishwakarma were installed in various departments and mills of the
plant. Devendra Yadav was
present as the chief guest
in this function.
Along with the officers
and employees of BSP, he
offered prayers to Lord
Vishwakarma. Later, MLA
Devendra Yadav met BSP
officers and employees and
exchanged Vishwakarma
Puja greetings. On the occasion, BSP management distributed sweets and prasad.
Bhandara was also organ-

ized at many places.
Vishwakarma Jayanti
was also celebrated with
great
pomp
at
ITI
Khursipar. The students of
ITI organized a grand celebration
of
Lord
Vishwakarma
Jayanti
under the guidance of their
teachers. Bhilai Nagar
MLA Devendra Yadav attended the programme as
the chief guest. They worshiped Lord Vishwakarma
with devotion. All the staff,
teachers and students of
ITI were present.
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PCC passes proposal to appoint
Rahul Gandhi as National President

All rights for any
changes in PCC
handed over to
AICC National
President
Central Chronicle News
Raipur,
Sep
18:
Two proposals were
passed in the meeting of
newly appointed Congress
delegates held at Rajiv
Bhavan and this included
proposal to appoint Rahul
Gandhi as the National
President AICC and also
to handover the rights of
any changes or appointment of new PCC Chief
and other posts in PCC to
the
AICC
National

President. It is notable
here that election procedure for appointment of
National President AICC
will start from Sep 22 onwards and in case if there
is more than one candidate then polling will be
held on Oct 17 and counting on Oct 19.
A meeting of Congress
delegates was held under
the chairmanship of
Presiding officer PCC
Chhattisgarh Hussain
Dalvai and in this PCC
State in-Charge PL Punia,
CM Bhupesh Baghel and
PCC
Chief
Mohan
Markam and other senior
party office bearers of
PCC here on Sunday.
The first proposal was
put forth by CM Bhupesh

Engineer-in-Chief Bhatpahari
replaced by KK Pipari
On charges of complaint related to bad
road conditions
received by CM in
Raigarh
Raipur,
Sep
18:
In case of complaints received related to bad condition of roads during
‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ to CM,
the Engineer-in-Chief (En-C) VK Bhatpahari has
been suspended. This
probably might be the
first case in Chhattisgarh
when an action has been
taken against the Head of
the Department (HoD) to
a complaint about bad
road conditions in the
state. Bhapahari has been
appointed as OSD in

PWD in the State
Secretariat.
It is notable here that
during
the
‘BhentMulaquat’ programme by
CM in Raigarh, he received complaints related
to bad condition of roads
and when CM tried to
know the reasons behind
it, he was taken aback on
hearing that despite having funds, repair and
maintenance work has
not being carried out. On
this CM expressed his annoyance and decided to
remove E-n-C and in his
place KK Pipari has been
appointed as E-n-C incharge and he would continue to work as CE-PWD
in National Highway
Authority
of
India
(NHAI) in the state.

Munat blames state govt
for dilapidated roads
Raipur, Sept 18: BJP
state spokesperson and
former minister Rajesh
Munat has blamed state
government for poor condition of roads in state. He
took a dig at the state government over removal of
ENC of Public Works
Department on Sunday
saying that these days
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is taking the decisions of all the departments himself without
knowledge of the ministers.
Yesterday, instructions
were issued regarding
swine flu without the
health minister’s knowledge and today the ENC of
the
Public
Works
Department was changed

while the departmental
minister did not know
about this, Munat said,
adding that state government itself was responsible for lack of coordination.
According to him ever
since Congress government was formed in the
state, profiteering and
nepotism were encouraged in the construction
works. He alleged that the
government never tried to
coordinate in the construction departments and
therefore condition of the
roads in the state deteriorated. The government
could not even maintain
the roads built during the
previous BJP regime, he
added.

Fire breaks out in Raipur
Railway Station
Goods worth lakhs
kept in parcel
godown gutted
Raipur, Sept 18: Fire
broke out at parcel
godown
at
Raipur
Railway Station premises
on Sunday morning.
Goods worth lakhs of rupees in the godown were
gutted.
The goods brought from
the Azad Hind Express
train were kept in the
godown last night. This
item of Tridev Express
Cargo Courier Company
was to be sent from parcel

godown to different
places. But before that
this accident happened.
All the items k ept in
two different carts were
burnt to ashes. Some of
the consignments that
were gutted in fire included mobile accessories,
jewelry boxes, saris.
As soon as the news of
the fire broke out, RPF
and GRP officers reached
the spot and gathered information from the employees at the parcel office. The officers who
reached the spot took
stock of the situation.
They told how the accident took place.

Baghel saying that as per
the sentiments and feelings of all the party office
bearers and Congmen I
put forth the proposal of
appointing Rahul Gandhi
as the National President
of AICC. This proposal
was supported by PCC
Chief Mohan Markam,
senior party leader Dr
Charandas
Mahant,
Minister TS Singh Deo
and Dr Shiv Kumar
Daharia and dr Premsai
Singh.
The other proposal was
put forth by the PCC Chief
Mohan Markam and in
this it was mentioned that
all the representatives of
state Congress authorised
the
AICC
National
President to nominate the

PCC Chief, V-P, Treasurer
and other posts and office
bearers, working committee members, state election Samiti and AICC
members from the state.
This proposal was supported by CM Bhupesh
Baghel, senior leader Dr
Charandas
Mahant,
Minister Shiv Kumar
Daharia. Both the proposals were passed by raising
of hand by the Congress
delegates present.
On this occasion PCC
State in-Charge PL Punia
informed that no proposal
has been passed for any
change in the post of PCC
Chief and neither any
panel or name has been
sent. In today’s meeting
only the above two proposals have been passed. On
the other hand it is the
AICC National President
who has been handed over
the rights for appointment
of PCC Chief, Treasurer
and other posts and for
any other appointment of
representatives in the
AICC as well. No proposal
has been sent for any
changes in PCC.

CREDA presented with SEEM
Star Performance Award
For good performance in energy
conservation and
efficiency
Raipur,
Sep
18:
Chhattisgarh
State
Renewable
Energy
Development Authority
(CREDA) was presented
with national award and
felicitated at national-level
by Society of Energy
Engineers and Managers
(SEEM) for best performance in the field of energy
conservation and efficiency
under
Energy
Conservation Act 2001 by
the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (B.E.E.) as the
state nodal agency of GoI
recently.

CHESS TOURNAMENT

ED BoI Monika
Kalia arriving today

Raipur, Sep 18: The
Executive Director
Bank of India (BoI)
Ms. Monika Kalia will
be arriving here on
Sept 19. During the
maiden arrival of
Monika Kalia in
Raipur region, variety
of programmes will
be organised in the
presence
of
GM
(National Banking
group- MP & CG)
Lokesh Krishna, GM
Head
office
Gyaneshwar Prasad.
Keeping in mind the
presence
of
Ms.
Monika Kalia, a consumer outreach programme will be organised in Hotel Babylon
International and in
this discussions will
be held in detailed
about expansion of
business.
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The Chhattisgarh Chief Minister’s Trophy International Grandmaster’s Chess
Tournament was formally inaugurated and during this General Secretary Indian
Chess Federation (ICF) Bharat Singh Chouhan, MLA Kuldeep Juneja, Mayor Ejaz
Dhebar, Chairman of Organising Committee and Chief Patron Chhattisgarh State
Chess Federation Gurucharan Singh Hora and Vinod Rathi, President State Chess
Association Raghvendra Singhania and office bearers from other sports organsiations and national and international chess players were also present.

CM directs to suspend
Principal of Govt HS School
Based upon complaint by a girl from
Pinkapar

The
Dy.
Director
General B.E.E. GoI Dr
Ashok Kumar presented
SEEM Star Performance
Award 2021 for SDA to
CEO CREDA Alok Katiyar
in a special programme
held in New Delhi on Sep

16. It is notable here that
SEEM is a Non-profit national-level organisation
located at Trivandrum in
Kerala and it is working
for promotion of power
conservation and energy
efficiency for last 10 years.

Balod, Sep 18: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has suspended the Principal
of Government HS School
Pinkapar
Sangeeta
Khobragade on charges of
not so good behaviour with
school children. A girl student of Class 12th has
lodged complaint with CM
about her and informed that
even after transfer, she is
continuing in the post of
Principal and is charging
high-fees.
To a question by CM to
Punetshari Kashyap of

Seminar on Rights of Women
with Disabilities concludes
Raipur, Sep 18: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organized a twoday seminar on “Rights
of
women
with
Disabilities: Challenges,
Opportunities and Way
Forward” from 17 to 18
September 2022. The conference was organized in
collaboration with the
National Commission for
Women (NCW), New
Delhi by the Dept. of
Information Technology
(IT), and the Dept. of
Humanities & Social
Sciences (HSS), NIT
Raipur. Anila Bhendia,
Cabinet Minister of
Women
&
Child
Development and Social
Welfare
Department

Home-alone
woman raped
by her friend
Raipur, Sep 18: A miscreant
initially came close to a
woman and raped her after
finding her alone at her home
in Urla area of Raipur. He
was arrested on the basis
complaint lodged by the victim. Suspect named 30-yearold Deva Paikra, is resident of
Ambikapur. He was found to
have previous criminal
records. He used to indulge in
small incidents of theft. For
the last some time he was living near Gaji Nagar Masjid in
Urla. The victim was residing
alone in her house after her
husband’s death and was
making a living by working
nearby. A few months back,
Paikra befriended the
woman. He started going to
her house. Taking opportunity, he started outraging her
modesty.

Govt. of Chattisgarh was
the chief guest on the
first day of the seminar.
The chief guest for the
second day was Gopa
Sanyal, News Presenter
and Editorial Assistant,
DD News, Chhattisgarh.
Dr Sudhakar Pandey,
Associate Professor, NIT
Raipur,
Dr
Rajiv
Choudhary, Professor,
PRSU Raipur, Girija
Jalchatri, CEO, Divyang
NGO Raipur. Dr Mridu
Sahu,
Assistant
Professor, and Dr Moksha
Singh,
Assistant
Professor, NIT Raipur
were present at the seminar.
Dr Rajiv Choudhary
highlighted the chal-

lenges disabled women
have to face in self-representation. He also emphasized on mental health rejuvenation of disabled
women through yoga and
meditation while suggesting multiple practices for
time management. Girija
Jalchatri gave perspectives on the Exclusion
and Inclusion of women
with disabilities and efforts made by public and
private NGOs in the concerned field. Dr Mridu
Sahu displayed her research work through a
digital
presentation
medium highlighting the
importance of Sleep.
The session was concluded with a valedictory

session
where
Dr
Sudhakar Pandey mentioned about enhanced
psychological senses of
the physically disabled.
Gopa Sanyal highlighted
society’s responsibility
over assuring that disabled people utilize the
government’s fair rights
and entitlements. Over
250 disabled students
from various institutes
participated in this twoday seminar and volunteering was done by the
student members of
Sahyog- the mentorship
club of NIT Raipur.
Artwork created by disabled students was put on
exhibition in the form of
a gallery presentation.

Cousin brother of BJP LS MP joins Cong fold
Raipur, Sep 18: Vijay Pandey,
who is the cousin brother of Lok
Sabha (LS) MP of Rajnandgaon
from BJP Santosh Pandey, joined
Congress fold here on Sunday.
This has come as a big blow to
District and State BJP. Vijay
Pandey reached official residence of MLA Kawardha on
Sunday morning and took membership
of
Congress.
Mohammed Akbar welcomed
him by presenting him with
party’s stole.
This particular step by Vijay
Pandey associated with BJP for
last three decades has been
taken in view of notice issued to
him by BJP Kabirdham district.
He was serving as District
President of Kabirdham District
BJP Vyapar Prakosth. In addition
to this he was also State
President
of
Hindustan
Petroleum dealers’ Association.
To open an office of the
Association and for allotment of

land, he has invited MLA
Mohammed Akbar for discussions to his petrol pump in
Bodala. Akbar reached his office
and he was welcomed by Vijay
Pandey as per courtesy and this
was not liked by District BJP
office. So Vijay Pandey was
issued notice on Sep 17 asking
him to submit clarification within 3 days and it was questioned
as to why he should not be suspended from the party. In this
notice the district general secretary has signed, but there was
no name in it. In the notice it
was mentioned that he welcomed a Minister from another
party being in a post in District

People of Jevartala
village welcomed CM

BJP and it comes under party’s
indiscipline category.
This notice served as background for Vijay Pandey to leave
the party and taking it as his disrespect for the post and the
party to which he was associated since 1994, he decided to quit
the party. He apprised MLA
Mohammed Akbar about his
desire to join Congress and to
which he accepted. At the time
of joining party’s membership by
Vijay Pandey, CREDA member
Kanhaiya Agrawal and active
Congress office bearer of
Kabirdham
Gorelal
Chandravanshi
was
also
present.

Nahanda as to what all they
get in the ration, she answered in affirmation saying that she is getting everything. Punetshari informed
CM that around 100 of them
are willing to work in the
Rural Industrial Park being
created in Gouthan and on
which CM directed to construct a shed there.
Sohanlal Kashyap in-

formed CM that he has got
51 acre land and he urged
CM to start paddy purchase
from Nov 1 and on which
CM asked the farmers present as to whether they are
getting benefit of Rajiv
Gandhi Krishi Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyaya
Yojana or not and on which
it was big ‘yes’ from all
those present.

Pt Vamanrao Lakhe birth
anniversary celebrated

Raipur, Sep 18: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited village Jevartala of
Gunderdehi constituency

today under his BhentMulaqat Abhiyan. People
of Jevartala welcomed
their
Chhattisgarhia

Chief Minister by weighing him with ‘Ayirasa
Pakwan’. They thanked
Chief Minister for pro-

moting Chhattisgarhi culture and cuisine. Touched
by the affectionate gesture
of the villagers, Chief
Minister thanked them for
their love, faith and support.
Made of jaggery and
rice flour, Ayirasa Pakwan
holds a special place in
Chhattisgarhi cuisine. To
prepare this delicacy, rice
is washed and left to dry
overnight. The rice so
dried is then grinded in
‘dheki’ and then the rice
flour so made is mixed
with jaggery syrup and
fried in oil to prepare
Ayirasa Pakwan. This
dish is an important part
of the local festivities of
the state.
Conservation
and
Promotion
of
Chhattisgarhi Culture is
the top priority of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
It
was
the
Chief
Minister’s initiative to celebrate Bore Basi at state
level for the first time.
Declaring holidays on
local festivals and organizing grand celebration of
these folk festivals are also
the part of Chhattisgarh
Government’s efforts to
promote the indigenous
cultures and traditions.

Celebration of the Hindi Diwas
at Allons Public School

Bemetara, Sep 18: The
Hindi Diwas was celebrated
in the school on Sept 14.
The program was inaugurated by garlanding the
statues of the Hindi poet
late
Shri
Munshi
Premchandji and the poetess late Smt Mahadevi
Verma and lighting a lamp.
The Activities Calendar of
this school was released on
this memorable occasion by
teachers & students.
Dr.
Satyajit
Hota,
Principal, said that a national language has the
greatest importance in a nation. Every human being
expresses his feelings only
through some language or
the other. A language is the
basis of literature, art, science and philosophy. A na-

tional language is essential
for the development of the
national unity and national
integration among the residents of any country.
Firstly, Mahatma Gandhi
proposed to adopt Hindi as
the official language of
India in 1918. A national
language is also necessary
for the mental and intellectual development of human
beings. No matter how
many languages a person
acquires, he has to take
refuge of mother tongue to
express the feelings. This
gives more mental satisfaction. He said that Hindi is
our official language which
is used in the official work.
He conducted a quiz among
the students to find the difference between Indian and

Hindustani and found that
the modern generation is
influenced with English. It
is ignoring the traditions of
Hindustan. Just as mother’s milk has utmost value.
Similarly, Hindi language is
necessary for the national
development. Just as mother’s milk nourishes the
child, the mother tongue
nurtures a sense of nationalism among citizens. He
praised the simplicity and
grammar of Hindi language. He insisted to adopt
Hindi for the national development.
Dr. Jagendra Kumar
Kulmitra,
Hindi
Department, said that our
country faced many problems after independence.
the problem of national lan-

guage was one of them.
This problem cannot be
solved even by law because
India is a vast country and
it is inhabited by people
who speak many languages.
On the occasion of Hindi
Diwas, the students of class
7th sang a song in Hindi as
our national pride. The students of class 6presented
their irrefutable love for
Hindi language through
their energetic speeches
and poems. The participating students were Aviral
Tamrkar, Purvi Soni,
Navprit Kaur Ubeja, Mahi
Dwivedi, Tejaswini Yadav,
Aditi Chandak, Neer
Meshram, Ram Vilas
Vaidya, Gursewak Singh
Kaur (Class PP1). The programme was successfully
conducted by School Hindi
teacher Smt. Pushpalata
Patle and Mrs. Renuka
Kale. The program ended
with a slogan Jai Hindi and
Jai Hindustan. Kamaljit
Arora, Chairman , Pushkal
Arora, Director, Sunil
Sharma,
School
Administrator, teachers
and students were present
on the occasion.

NAVRATRI PREPARATIONS

Preparations are in full-swing for nine-day ‘Navratri’ festival starting in few days from now.

CM Baghel meets his former classmate
Raipur, Sep 18: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Sunday met
his former classmate during his
visit to village Belaudi falling
under the Gunderdehi assembly
constituency as a part of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister visited the house of the local
Sarpanch to express condolences
over the demise of his son Late
Bhupendra Sarthi. Here he met
his former classmate and retired
teacher
Ganguram
Sahu.

Special Article

Pt Vamanrao Lakhe
birth anniversary
celebrated
Raipur, Sept 18: The
150th birth anniversary of
Pt Vamanrao Lakhe,
founder of cooperative,
freedom fighter and educationist was celebrated at a
function organized jointly
by Vamanrao Lakhe
Higher Secondary School
and SP English Medium.
Rajya Gou Seva Aayog
President Mahant Dr Ram
Sunder Das was present as
chief guest. Yog Aayog
President Ajay Tiwari,
Secretary Anil Tiwari,

Mahant College Principal
Dr Devashish Mukherjee
and School principals
Manju Sahu and Asha
Rani Bose were specially
present on the occasion.
Rajya Gou Seva Aayog
president Dr Ram Sunder
Das in his address threw
light on Pt Vamanrao
Lakhe’s contribution in
the field of education. On
the occasion of 150th birth
anniversary of Vamanrao
Lakhe, a 3-day competition
was organized in Hirapur
School. Students of government and private
schools participated in
these competitions. The
winners of all these competitions were rewarded.

Two dead bodies found
on railway track
Raipur, Sep 18: Two people died on the spot after
being hit by a train near Kachana in Khamhardih
area of ??the capital Raipur on Saturday night. Police
immediately reached the spot after getting information. Efforts were being made to identify the dead
bodies. It is not yet clear whether it is a case of suicide or an accident. Police investigation is underway.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
honors the sentiments of the residents of the newlyformed districts
Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Sep 18: During
the times of undivided
Madhya Pradesh, only
the districts Raipur,
Durg,
Rajnandgaon,
Raigarh,
Bilaspur,
Bastar, and Sarguja existed
in
the
Chhattisgarh zone. Two
years
before
the
Chhattisgarh state formation, i.e. in 1998, the
district Kabirdham was
formed by separating
some parts of the districts Bilaspur and
Rajnandgaon.
The
Korba district was also
formed by separating
some parts of Bilaspur.
Similarly, Mahasamund
and Dhamtari were
formed as new districts
by separating parts of
the Raipur district.
Moreover, the districts
Kanker and Dantewada
were
formed
from

independent districts.
Mungeli under Bilaspur
was declared a district.
Balod and Bemetara
under Durg were also
declared as new districts.
BalrampurRamanujganj
and
Surajpur under Sarguja
were formed as new districts. As a result, the
number of districts in
the state increased from
18 to 27.
The administrative
decentralization done
by the Chief Minister
has given immense relief to the common people and is indeed commendable. It had just
been 14 months of him
being
the
Chief
Minister that he created
history by making
“Gaurela-PendraMarwahi” a district on
February 2020, fulfilling
the much-awaited demand of the zone. After
the formation of the
GPM (Gaurela-PendraMarwahi) district, about
3.5 lakh people could get
rid of physical, mental,
and economical difficulties and save considerable time while completing the various schemes,
works, and require-

ments
of
the
Government/administration. In layman’s
terms, decentralization
means instead of centralizing
the
Government in one
place, it is divided at
local levels so that it ensures the contribution
of the common man in
the governance and the
people can also secure
their contribution in the
operation
of
the
Government while considering their benefits
and requirements. This
is the fundamental of
administrative decentralization, meaning
that the ease of the
reach of administration/governance to the
common people is decentralization. In this
way, the Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel,
while imparting more
significance to decentralization created the
new districts MohlaManpur-Chauki,
K h a i r a g a r h Chuikhadan-Gandai,
Sarangarh-Bilaigarh,
ManendragarhChirimiri-Bharatpur,
and
Sakti
besides
Gaurela-Pendra-

surprise, he still remembers his
school days even after his hectic
daily schedule as a head of the
state. He is a down-toearth person who still
remembers the names of
his classmates”, said Sahu.
He added that he rendered
his services as a teacher in
the
same
school
(Middle/Higher Secondary School
Marra) where he studied. Chief
Minister patted him on the shoulder and said that he already knew

this. Describing the personality of
Baghel during his school days, 63year-old Ganguram Sahu said “The
Chief Minister was his classmate
from class VI to XII in Government
Middle School and High School
Marra. He was not only a meritorious student but was also vocal
about his rights as he was the
President of the school union in
high school. Perhaps the foundation of his excellent leadership
skills was laid during his school
days.”

Adit Singh of DPS Raipur declared
national ‘INSPIRE’ winner
Raipur, Sep 18: MANAK
or
Million
Minds
Augmenting
National
Aspirations
and
Knowledge,
INSPIRE
AWARDS (Innovation in
Science Pursuits for
Inspired
Research)
scheme is one of the flagship programs in which
DPS, Raipur’s Adit Singh
was irrefutably declared a
national winner for his innovative idea on making a
biodegradable natural
sweetener coated cup with
embedded immune-booster herb mixture or an appeasing ‘Kadha’ that can
be used as a preventive
measure against COVID19. This has also availed
him the opportunity to
meet the Honorable
President of India and go
on an educational trip to
Japan which is being sponsored by Department of
Science and Technology,
Government of India.
Stevia, as we know is a
plant whose leaves are 200
times sweeter than table
sugar but has no carbohydrates. Adit used this

‘Administrative decentralization gives relief to people’
Bastar, and Koriya and
Jashpur were formed
from Sarguja by the cont e m p o r a n e o u s
Government.
The
Chhattisgarh
state was formed on 1
November 2000. At that
time, only 16 districts existed in the state: Bastar,
Kanker,
Dantewada,
Raipur, Mahasamund,
Dhamtari,
Durg,
R a j n a n d g a o n ,
Kabirdham, Bilaspur,
Raigarh,
JanjgirChampa,
Korba,
Sarguja, Koriya, and
Jashpur. In 2007, the district Narayanpur was
formed from Bastar, and
Bijapur was formed
from Dantewada. In this
way, Chhattisgarh came
to be known as a state
with 18 districts.
In 2012, 9 more districts were formed that
included the Kondagaon
district formed by joining some parts of
Bastar, and the Sukma
district was formed by
separating some parts of
Dantewada. In the same
way,
BalodabazarBhatapara
and
Gariyaband
falling
under the Raipur district were formed as two

‘Ganguram, How come are you
here? Your home village is
Godhiyari (Patan) right?’, asked
Baghel.
Sahu replied that after
his retirement he is now
staying in his in-laws’ house
in village Belaudi. Baghel
spent some time with his
former classmate and took
a trip back to school times, reminiscing the school days. “I don’t
have words to describe how I felt.
A long time has passed but to my

Marwahi and gave an
important gift to the residents of the state. Chief
Minister Baghel has
formed 6 new districts
in a mere quarter to four
years.
The thought process
behind the formation of
these new districts was
that he aimed for the holistic development of
the
tribal
people,
Scheduled Castes, and
backward classes and
also the cultural, religious, historical, and
archeological development of the zone. People
should reap the benefits
of the Government’s
schemes and the state’s
mineral
resources.
Infrastructure
like
roads, electricity, water,
hospitals, schools, colleges, and ration shops,
and other basic facilities
should be extended. The
local youth should secure employment easily.
The formation of these
new districts will definitely speed up development and the administration/governance will
conduct more social welfare works while keeping the trust of the common people intact.

sweetening agent to make
the ‘kadha’ or concoction
palatable like ‘cuppa noodles’ mania that brought
him and the school unprecedented laurels. On
enquiring, he explained
that mixture of herbs and
spices were embedded in
the lower end of a disposable glass from inside,
sealed with a meshwork.
To maintain the glass’ contents hot for a long time,
he used double wall effect
by lining formed glass
with outer cardboard; further lining this with dried
green leaves to sustain
thermal effect so that it
could be bought or taken

along during travels. All
one needs is to pour luke
warm water into the glass
for the decoction to be
gulped down. Thus the reconstituted disposal glass
covered with a cartoon superimposed cover appears
like a new beverage enticing enough to taste.
Apparently, Adit’s grit
and gumption towards scientific
disposition
equipped with tools and
methods to find solutions
to the Pandemic encouraged him to execute his
idea for competition ever
since the Pandemic began.
He got this opportunity
when he discussed his

ideas with his faculty and
mentor at DPS, Abhishek
Chndrakar, Incharge of
Tinkering Laboratory.
Congratulating Adit on
his version of an ecofriendly ideology that supports humanitarian aspect of health and hygiene,
Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee
was really eloquent in
heaping praises on Adit’s
conception
and
Mr.
A b h i s h e k
Chandrakar’sguidance towards the student’s dream
project.
“This original idea rooted in science and societal
applications will certainly
foster a culture of creativity and innovative thinking among our school children,” said Pro Vice
Chairman, Baldeo Singh
Bhatia. Senior members
of the management committee, Vijay Shah and
Pukhraj Jain were also
overwhelmed with the
flight the school had taken
after the induction of the
Atal
Tinkering
Laboratory.

Jijivisha Team provided
employment to 1100 youngsters

Raipur, Sep 18: COVID
crisis had left many people of the state unemployed. At the Jandarshan
programme of Collector
Balod, a large number of
people were submitting
their application regarding unemployment issues.
In
response,
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had directed the district
administration to create
employment for people.
In compliance to Chief
Minister’s instructions,
Collector Gaurav Singh
organized
a
Mega

Employment Generation
Programme and created
two links for the same.
Employers from across
the state and the people
looking for jobs were invited to this programme.
Nearly 2000 people submitted applications for jobs,
under this programme.
People who have undergone skill development
training and the people
who were previously employed were also invited to
this programme. This initiative turned out to be a
significant success, as

more than 1100 people
were provided employment within month.
Employers that were invited to the programme included major companies
such as Kotak Mahindra.
Today, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel applauded this placement initiative and the team Balod’s
effort to bring employers
and potential employees
on one platform. He also
congratulated the youngsters who have got placement through Jijivisha
Mission.
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05 Maoists surrender including Wild tuskers disrupting daily life since last one month
military platoon member
Mainpur, Sep 18:

Konta, Sep 18:
It is due to Naxal eradication
campaign
‘Rehabilitation Policy’ of
Chhattisgarh Government
and Sukma and influenced by the “Poona
Narkom Campaign” (New
Morning, New Beginning)
being run by the police, 05
Naxalites active in the
Naxalite organization surrendered.
Surrender Naxalites respectively 01. Madvi Joga
(Platoon No. 10 Member),
02. Muchaki Deva (Jungle
Committee
President,
under Nendra RPC), 03.
Madvi Mada (Militia
Deputy Commander) 04.
Muchaki Kosa (Jungle
Committee Member) 05.
Kattam
Hadma
(Development Committee
member) on 18.09.2022 appeared in the office of
Superintendent of Police,
Naxal Ops Sukma, without weapons, in front of

Sunil
Sharma,
Superintendent of Police,
District
Sukma,
Suryakant
Singh
II
Command Officer 219th
CRPF, Girija Shankar Sao
Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Naxal Ops Konta
and surrendered.
Remaining other surrendered Naxalites have
been involved in various
activities like road digging, spike installation,
Naxalite pamphlets, installation of IEDs in the
police station Bheji area.
In getting all surrendered

Naxalites to surrender,
Deputy Commandant 219
Corps CRPF Jairam
Prasad,
Deputy
Commandant
CRPF,
Partha Sarathi, Inspector
Devendra Thakur sent in
charge of the police station, Uni.
Inspector
Hemant
Patel,
DRG
Commander had a special
contribution. The surrendered Naxalites would be
given incentives and other
facilities under the rehabilitation scheme of the
Chhattisgarh
government.

Lately
people
of
Mainpur area, tribal development
block
of
Gariaband district, have
been stunned by the terror
of wild elephants for the
past one month. Due to
such fear, villagers are
doing night watch all night
and lodging in government
buildings like community
halls, schools, gram panchayat buildings and entire villagers are forced to
spend the night awake together.
On the other hand, the
forest department is fulfilling its duties only by giving information about the
arrival of elephants and
making a munadi, while
there is no concrete plan
with the forest department
to protect the villagers
from elephants so that the
duel between the elephant
and the villagers can be
stopped. If you look, within the last three to four
years, about four elephants
have died in Mainpur,

friendly forest for elephants. Traffic is disrupted at night due to the
camping of a group of ele-

BRIEF

about 40 employees of the
Forest Department on the
National Highway, who are
continuously giving infor-

Mungeli, Sep 18:
The Chief Minister’s
ambitious plan, Swami
Atmanand School, operated in the district headquarters, is under news
because in SAGEMS,
Daupara, there is a fight
regarding the principal’s
chair. At the same time,
due to shortage of teachers and half-completed
construction in BRSAW
Swami Atmanand Hindi
Medium
Government
School, students’ studies
are getting affected. There
is dissatisfaction among
the parents regarding the

shortage of teachers in
LKG and UKG classes in
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School.
There is a tussle going
on for the post of principal in Swami Atmanand
English
Medium
Government School operating in the district headquarters. Due to which the
teaching and administrative work of the school is
getting affected.
About three months
ago, after removing the
Principal IP Yadav posted
in the school, Lecturer LB
Mrs. Srishti Sharma was
posted as the Principal.

On 19 July 2022, the services of IP Yadav were handed over to Swami
Atmanand
English
Government School by the
School
Education
Department, but due to
non-compliance of the
said order, again on
September 9, 2022, the
Under
Secretary
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government
School
Education Department issued a new order, terminating the services of the
current Principal. The
post has been ordered to
be posted temporarily and
along with this, IP Yadav

What officer says
In Swami Atmanand
Excellent
English
Medium School, the government has replaced
Mrs. Srishti Sharma
and made IP Yadav as
the
principal.
Government orders will
be followed. Satish
Pandey, DEO Mungeli.

Udanti Sitanadi Tiger
Reserve area, in which one
elephant died due to electric current near Paragaon
and two elephants died in
the hilly area of Amamora
Ondh.
Elephants have been arriving in the forests of
Mainpur and Udanti
Sitanadi Tiger Reserve of
Gariaband Forest Division

for the last four to five
years and this group of elephants first arrived from
the Sonabeda forest area of
Orissa, after that many
groups of elephants continued to enter this area.
Moreover, the forest of
Mainpur area is quite
dense, with sufficient
water and sufficient bamboo trees; is proving to be a

phants on the National
Highway 130C, the group
of elephants has so far
been confined to the villages quite inside the road,
but for the last one week it
is being seen that a group
of 32-33 elephants roaming
in the area is now continuously camping in the
National Highway 130C
Mainpur Devbhog Marg.
Although the Forest
Department has engaged
the Hathi Mitra Dal and

mation about the movement of elephants to the
passers-by of the area, the
elephants are on continues
destruction mode. Lately
in Adgadi, Kanharpara,
Pendra area, it is causing
damage to several acres of
maize and paddy crops,
meanwhile also disrupting
daily life by forcing school
students away from school,
owing to fears of sudden
rampage by the tusker
groups.

GourellaPendraMarwahi,
Sep
18:
District Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary conducted a department-wise
review of public problems
and public grievances and
implementation of public
welfare schemes in the
weekly deadline meeting
here. She took districtwise information about
cow dung, vermi compost
manufacturing, lifting
and payment under
Godhan Nyay Yojna and
directed to take strict action against the secretaries of the respective
panchayats and the Rural
Agricultural Extension
Officer if less than 30
quintals of cow dung is
purchased in a month.
She directed the other
departments including
agriculture, forest, horticulture to lift the vermi
compost and pay the
amount, as well as under
various schemes to selfhelp groups for goat,
chicken, duck, fish, mushroom production etc. The
Collector also directed to

purchase food items and
daily use pickles, papad,
masala, pulses, vegetables, oil, soap, phenyl,
broom etc. made by
women self-help groups of
the district for the use of
schools, hostels, ashrams
and Anganwadi centers.
The Collector said that
for the recruitment of unemployed youth of the
district to the posts of

Security Jawan and
Security Supervisor, the
Security Skills Council of
India (SSCI) New Delhi in
collaboration
with
Security and Intelligence
Services Anuppur on

GaurelaPendra
Marwahi and the candidates will be given appointment letters for
training.
Project Director DRDA
RK Khunte, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Archana
Jha,
Joint
Collector Virendra Singh
and Anandroop Tiwari,
Sub-Divisional Officer
Revenue
Pushpendra

September 14, Gourela on
September 15, Pendra on
September
16.
To
Marwahi
and
on
September 17, the physical standards will be
taken in the police line

Sharma and Devsinh
Uike, Chief Medical and
Health Officer, Paikra,
District Education Officer
Manoj, District officers of
all departments were
present.

Make every effort towards NB group of school organises
‘Swachch Sambad’ campaign during
cleanliness fortnight in Sambalpur Division providing health facilities: DC
enrichment session
 To the general public

Sambalpur, Sep 18:
Swachhta Pakhwada is
being
organised in
Sambalpur Division from
16th September- 2022 to
30th September-2022. On
17th Septemebert-2022 “
Swachch Sambad” was
observed at various stations over Sambalpur
Division. Prabhat Pheri
was organised under the
leadership of Divisional
Railway
Manager
,

Sambalpur,
Pradeep
Kumar. The purpose of
Prabhat Pheri was to involve large number of
Railway Employees to ensure cleanliness in the
vicinity of their habitat.
Prabhat Pheri was organized from the Railway
Stadium to Rail Nagar
gate. There were interactions with passengers to
create awareness on cleanliness and feedback collected from passengers re-

garding cleanliness of
Stations & trains. Vendors
on stations were counseled. Announcements
also have been made for
discouraging single use of
plastic and ban on plastic
below 50 microns on various stations. On 19th &
20th September -2022 the
drive will be based on the
theme of
“ Swachh
Stations
”
(Clean
Stations ) at various stations of the Division.

Rajnandgaon, Sep 18:
District Collector Doman
Singh took the meeting of
Jeevan Deep Committee in
the Collectorate Hall here
on Friday and the
Collector said that every
effort should be made to
provide medical facilities
in the district, so that the
general public can get
health facilities easily. He
said that dialysis machine
has been installed in the
district hospital and the
dialysis machine is to be
started in the district hospital from 26 September.
Patients of critical illness
can get their illness treated with Ayushman card,
he said. The Collector also
said that CCTV cameras
must be installed in the
hospital premises and instructions were given to
issue tenders for cleanliness, security, canteen,

Artist Jagjot Singh Rubal
gives final touches to a
painting made as a tribute
to Britain’s late Queen
Elizabeth II, ahead
of her state funeral, in
Amritsar, Sunday.

Busted




food for patients. The
Colcetor also said that the
services of dentist should
be done through Jeevan
Deep Samiti and guidelines and IEC should be set
at various places of the
district hospital with the
help of Jeevan Deep
Committee. He said that
an amount of Rs.4 lakh 10
thousand has to be deposited in the district hospital by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests,
Government of India for
obtaining authorization of

Bio-Medical
Waste
Management Rules 2016
and water, air consent. On
this occasion, Councilor
Shri Kulbir Chhabra informed about the need of
X-ray machine, CT scan
machine and dialysis machine. Chief Medical and
Health
Officer
Dr.
Mithlesh Chaudhary, SDM
Rajnandgaon Mr. Arun
Verma, Civil Surgeon Dr.
PK Jain and members of
Jeevan Deep Committee
were present in the meeting.

environment receptive while
teaching different subjects
and what is the mind mapping
and planning a lesson in holistic were the major topic dealt
with ,overall it was conducted
successfully.
All preprimary heads and
teachers attended the workshop. It began with the lamp
lightning, followed by short
prayer.
Lastly Neeraj Bajpai and Mrs
Sonal Bajpai (Director NB
group of schools) congratulated all team members for their
vigorous efforts to nurture
young minds by providing support, care ,guidance as a felicitator and educator.



active in this work, who
pretended to be RTO
agent and got the work
related to RTO done by
charging huge amount
from the beneficiary.
Now in every block
headquarter, driving license and other services will be provided by
the
Transport
Facilitation Center, this
is an important decision of the government
for the common people,
but the gover nment
could not crack down on
the arbitrary dictatorship of the officials run-

ning under the nose of
the government.
The advertisement issued by the department
for
the
Transport
Facilitation Center was
not known, nor was it
infor med through any
kind of communication,
due to which many unemployed people did not
even know about it.
There was also an
error in the application
for m of
Transport
Facilitation Center issued by the Transport
Department and some
infor mation was not

clear in many of the information sought in the
application,
Sheetal
Kumar Sahu, who applied from Fingeshwar,
said that there were
many mistakes in the
form.
According to the information received from
the
sources,
the
Transport Facilitation
Center allotted in the
district is being told to
be given by the officials
of
the
Transport
Department to the people who have been favored by them. This al-

legation is being made
by the people who were
already doing the work
of brokerage by becoming RTO agents.
According to the rules
of
Transport
Facilitation
Center
Guide 2022 135 / Sori,
this facility was to be
opened in 100 square
feet, in which many facilities like technical
room, waiting room, toilet, bathroom have to be
provided, but without
any physical verification, much against the
law.

Mysuru Railway Line, underground tunnel passing
through
Bandipura
National Park and proposal to increase bus services
at night in this eco-sensitive zone. Addressing reporters after the meeting,
Bommai said, the Kerala
government sought co-operation for its various railway projects including
Kanhangad-Kaniyur Rail
Line route, and other highway projects. The proposed
KanhangadKaniyur rail line project
has a 40 km route in
Kerala and 31 km in
Karnataka.”
“However, this project is
not very beneficial for
Karnataka. Besides, it will
pass through the rich biodiversity and ecologically
sensitive areas of the
Western Ghats. So, the
Kerala CM was clearly told
that it was not possible for
the State of Karnataka to
give extended co-operation

for this project.”
“... the Railways had
said that it will review the
project if both the states
agree to it. We rejected it
because there is no benefit
to Karnataka from this
Railway Line,” he said.
Another Railway project
that the state rejected was
the Thalaseri-Mysuru
Railway Line.
Vijayan discussed the
old project of TellicherryMysuru rail line route and
he was told that it was not
possible to give permission as the proposed rail
route
will
traverse
through
BandipurNagarhole National Parks
and it will cause great
damage to flora and fauna,
Bommai said.
The Kerala CM proposed the construction of
an underground rail route
and even it was rejected
flatly as it would damage
the environment during
the construction activities.

Muslims devotees mourn as they participate in the Chehlum procession to commemorate the martyrdom of Imam
Husain, in Lucknow, Sunday

A king who sold gold caparisons of temple jumbos for railway line Python swallows goat in
Kochi, Sep 18 (PTI):
The
debate
over
whether Kerala can afford
the whopping budget of
the proposed Silver Line
semi high speed rail corridor is yet to die down, but
the state government has
made it clear that they will
go ahead with the multicrore project anyway.
Not just now, the massive budget of an infrastructure project had even
left a royalty worried here
a century ago and the visionary king had generated funds by disposing of
the gold caparisons of his
palace elephants to turn
his big dream into reality.
When the first ever passenger train whistled its
way to Kochi on July 6,
1902 through the newly
built Shoranur-Cochin
railway line, it was the result of sheer hard work
and pains taken by the

king, who had dreamt of
seeing a train chugging
into his princely state.
The progressive king
was none other than Rama
Varma XV, the then
Maharaja of Cochin, who
was said to have been
mocked at even by the
Britishers when he approached them with the
proposal of a railway line
connecting his tiny kingdom with Shoranur, which
shared border with the
then princely state of
Malabar ruled by the
English collector.
The Britishers did not
take the King and his proposal seriously as they believed that a princely state
like Cochin could not afford the budget of the railway line construction that
would run into lakhs of
rupees during the late 19th
century.
But, Varma had stunned
the Europeans by raising

Rama Varma XV
adequate amount by selling 14 of the 15 ‘thanga
nettippattams” (gold caparsions) of the palace
jumbos kept at the famed
Sree Poornathrayeesa
Temple at Tripunithura
here, according to a souvenir published by the

Kochi City Corporation.
Sree Poornathrayeesa was
the family deity of the
erstwhile Cochin royals.
The determined ‘Raja’
(king) also sold the jewellery of some nearby temples and donated the monetary reserves of the
palace to make the railway
line a reality.
“There was a railway
line from Madras to
Shoranur during that
time. The people of Cochin
also loved to hear the whistles of the train. But, what
to do? There was no
money,” said an article in
the souvenir, brought out
over two decades ago.
The souvenir said the
Maharaja of Cochin, who
had always given prominence to the welfare of the
people, came up with a solution for the paucity of
funds.
“The
Sree
Poornathrayeesa Temple
had 15 thanga nettippat-

TRADITIONAL ATTIRE



Jammu: In a noble
initiative, Army on
Sunday organised an
artificial limb camp in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s border district of Rajouri and
identified 72 needy
persons who will be
provided free of cost
required equipment in
November, a defence
spokesman said. The
artificial limb camp
was organised by the
Ace of Spades
Division at the
Advance Landing
Ground in collaboration with the Kiwanis
Club of New Delhi.

Mishap


Srinagar: Three people died in a mud
house collapse in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Anantnag
district, officials said
on Sunday. Manzoor
Gorsi (40), Hajira
(55), and Asif Gorsi
(16) were in the temporary structure
built in the Mather
Patheri Daksum area
of the district on
Saturday night when
it suddenly collapsed,
they said.

tams (gold caparisons)
during the time. Of them,
14 caparisons, jewels of
some nearby temples and
the palace money were
used for the railway line.
Thus, the first ‘kari vandi’
(steam train) reached
Ernakulam with passengers on July 6, 1902,” it
said.
The old railway station
of Kochi had come up in a
place between the High
Court building and the
Tata oil mill later, the book
added.
Eminent historian M G
Sasibhooshan said the
construction of the railway line had demanded
huge investment and
Kochi’s treasury could not
afford it.
Compensation had to be
given for the acquisition of
land for laying of railway
tracks and that was the responsibility of the state,
he said.

J’khand’s tiger reserve

Ranchi, Sept 18 (PTI):
An eight-foot long
python was rescued after
it swallowed a whole goat
in a village in Jharkhand’s
Palamau Tiger Reserve
(PTR), a forest official said
on Sunday.
The python has been
spreading fear at Karwai,
a village of about 400 families in Garu (East) forest
range of the reserve, for
past four-five days. The villagers were scared as their
goats and hens were going
missing every morning,
officials said.
“The snake reached
near the house of one
Maneswar Oraon in the
village on Saturday and
swallowed his goat. The
villagers located the
python, which was not
able to flee after swallowing the goat. They in-

formed me and I immediately sent a four-member
rescue team led by forest
guard Tara Kumar to the
village,” in-charge of
foresters at PTR Nirbhay
Singh told PTI.
He said they rescued the
python with help of villagers and released it in
deep forest on the other
side of the Koel river.
“The snake entered the
village attracted by domestic animals, as it was getting easy food in the village,” Singh said.
Maneswar Oraon said
the goat was in maize field
adjacent to his house
when the python attacked
and swallowed it.
“Even though the snake
used to come out at night,
we were afraid because it
could be dangerous for little children in the village,”
he said.

Retired teachers educate poor tribal kids
Whose parents lost jobs in pandemic

New Delhi: Four men
were arrested for allegedly obstructing an
Anti-Corruption
Branch (ACB) team,
which raided AAP
MLA Amanatullah
Khan’s residence,
from discharging its
duties, police said on
Sunday. Shakeel
Ahmad (45), Afsar (20),
Anwar (31) and
Sikander (45) were arrested on Saturday,
they said.

Aurangabad,Sep18(PTI):

Camp

In allotment of transport facilitation center
Fingeshwar, Sep 18:

New Delhi: A court
here has acquitted a
man of the charge of
robbing cash and jewellery from two men at
gunpoint in 2017, saying the testimonies of
the witnesses were insufficient to prove the
guilt. The court also
said that in criminal
cases, a golden thread
in the administration
of justice was if two
views were possible on
the evidence submitted, one pointing to the
guilt of the accused,
and the other, towards
the accused’s innocence, then the view
which was more
favourable to
the accused must be
accepted.

The bilateral talks held
between the governments
of Kerala and Karnataka
here on Sunday on various
projects failed to yield results as Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai turned
down the proposals of his
counterpart
Pinarayi
Vijayan, citing environmental concerns.
Bommai rejected all the
key infrastructure related
proposals of Kerala, saying it will damage the ecosensitive
zones
and
wildlife sanctuaries.
Vijayan
called
on
Bommai in the city this
morning to hold discussions on various projects
and issues of mutual interest, as decided at the
South Zonal Council meeting. The projects that
Vijayan and Bommai discussed were KanhangadKaniyoor Railway Line via
Panathur,
Thalasseri-

Four held

 For pre primary -teaching
methodology
Rajnandgaon, Sep 18: A workshop was organised by Mrs
Urmila
Dixit
(Director
Academics NB group of
schools,District coordinator,
Rajnandgaon for discussing
pre primary -teaching methodology. It is a good platform to
address
some
academic
issues, challenges ,problems
and doubts etc , that support
the stake holders to get deeper understanding on subjects
and concepts.
In connection with the same
thought, it was also need from
NB group of schools team to
experience school platform as
they were finding out new
solutions to overcome with
some pedagogical implications
while dealing different subjects. The workshop was based
on pre-primary teaching
methodology as per CBSE
guidelines. How do we create

Jammu: Security
forces on Sunday busted a terrorist hideout
in a forest area in
Ramban district of
Jammu and Kashmir,
leading to the recovery
of some arms and ammunition, police said.
The hideout was unearthed during a joint
operation by the police
and Army in the
Tetharka forest area of
Sangaldan in Gool
sub-division, a police
official said.

Acquitted

Transportation officer’s arbitrariness
It is to be known that
in view of the convenience of the common
people, it was decided to
establish a transport facility center under
which every block headquarters of every district and transport facility center was to be
opened on the basis of
requirement. For the
work related to driving
license and other RTO,
one had to run to the
district headquarters
and many brokers were

TRIBUTE TO IMAM HUSAIN

Flags concerns over damage to environment
Bengaluru, Sep 18 (PTI):

Tussle over Principal’s post laid to rest Department review meeting conducted
has been ordered as the
principal
of
Swami
Atmanand
Excellent
English Medium School,
Daupara Mungeli. After
the above order, NSUI
District President Mitesh
Chandrakar and office
bearers gave a memorandum to the Collector, questioning the administrative
efficiency of Principal IP
Yadav and demanded action from the Collector.
There is dissatisfaction
among the parents regarding the ongoing political
twist regarding the post of
principal, and the parents
have demanded that the
system be rectified soon.

K’taka CM rejects rail infra
proposals of Kerala govt

Women in traditional attire rehearse for ‘Garba’, a traditional folk dance, ahead of the upcoming Navratri festival, in
Ahmedabad, Sunday.

Ladakh LG To Officials

‘Ensure central heating facilities
at health centres before winter’
Leh, Sep 18 (PTI):
Ladakh
Lieutenant
Governor R K Mathur on
Sunday directed officials
to install central heating
facilities at all health centres before the onset of
winter and cover all residents under the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY) and Universal
Health
Insurance
schemes.
Chairing a meeting of
the State Health Society of
Ladakh’s governing body,
Mathur also instructed the
officials to extend social
security cover and welfare
schemes, including Atal
Pension Yojana, to workers of the National Health
Mission (NHM) as well as
ASHA. “Central heating
systems at all the health

centres may be made fully
functional before the onset
of the winter,” Mathur
said.
He directed the officials
concerned to ensure that
all residents of Ladakh
are covered under PMJAY
and Universal Health
Insurance schemes so that
the people could avail of
benefits such as insurance
coverage and reimbursement in case a patient is
referred to any empanelled hospital outside the
Union territory.
Further, he suggested
that blood banks at community health centres in
Khaltsi, Diskit, Padum
and Drass are established
and trauma centres at
these CHCs are made fully
functional in the current
financial year.

Even as the COVID-19
pandemic left Gond tribals
in
Maharashtra’s
Aurangabad district jobless, their children learnt to
read and write during the
challenging phase, all
thanks to a group of retired
teachers. Despite the initial
language barrier, more
than 50 of these tribal children are now not only able
to read and write as part of
the ‘Make Them Smile’
project, started by a group
of professionals including
doctors and teachers. The
children are now also participating in sports activities as well as taking care of
personal hygiene and discipline, the project members
told PTI. An education department official said the

project is a good initiative
to bring these adivasi (tribal) kids into the mainstream and to identify their
qualities and groom them
accordingly. The Gond tribals have been living in a settlement in Maliwada area,
located near Devgiri fort in
Aurangabad, since a couple
of decades. The settlement
comprises nearly 150 people, who used to sustain
their livelihood through the
traditional business of selling roots and herbs of
trees. When the business
failed, many of them decided to work as labourers.
But, they became jobless
during the pandemic, said
Dr Shreerang Deshpande, a
local
ophthalmologist
working for the project.
“We used to serve food
packets during the first

wave of the COVID-19 pandemic
and
reached
Maliwada. These tribals
were so honest that they refused the ration and food
packets as they had got it a
few days back,” he said.
Deshpande said they also
came to know that the children of these tribals, who
were enrolled in schools,
could not even read and
write and did not understand Marathi. “We deputed three retired teachers
working with us to teach
these kids twice a week in
their locality itself,” he
said. Ujwala Nikalje, who
retired as headmistress of
a school here, said these
children were initially unfamiliar with the basic activities done in a school and
they could not even stand
in a line.

Union Minister’s statement on Onam delinking Mahabali draws ire
Thiruvananthapuram,
Sep 18 (PTI): Union
Minister
V
Muraleedharan’s statement
questioning
Mahabali’s association
with Onam celebrations in
Kerala has kicked up a
row with the CPI(M)
leader and Tourism
Minister P A Mohammed
Riyas alleging that the remark was not an innocent
one and was aimed at creating division in society.
A week after Keralites
cutting across caste, creed
and religion celebrated
Onam
with
fervour,
Muraleedharan claimed
that there was no known
history of Mahabali ruling Kerala and termed it
as a myth.
At an Onam celebration
that took place recently at
the Indian Consulate in
Dubai, Muraleedharan
said nobody knows how

legendary king Mahabali
got linked with the celebrations. Muraleedharan,
who was seen speaking in
a viral video, pointed out
that the anchor of that
function had mentioned
Mahabali as a king who
ruled Kerala, and said, “In
fact, that is a myth.”
Muraleedharan said
Onam has been there in
Kerala for the last so many
centuries and there are
references of celebrations
of Onam in Kerala for the
last three-four centuries.
“But, how it got linked
with Mahabali, nobody is
able to find out. Because
Mahabali, as per any
known history, lived and
ruled in the Narmada
area. Narmada would be
somewhere near Madhya
Pradesh,” Muraleedharan
said. He said there is no
known history of Mahbali
having ruled Kerala.

V Muraleedharan
He said many aspects of
the history might have got
“distorted” during the
four or five centuries of
colonial rule.
“Mahabali is known to
be a benevolent king and
Vamanan is considered as
a villain. In fact what
Bhagavatam says is
Vamanan gave moksha to
Mahabali. That’s what the
original
story
Bhagavatam says,” the

Minister said. He added
that the sum and substance of Onam was that
Keralites are fond of celebrations and have no issues in adapting celebrations and cultures from
other parts of the country.
Meanwhile, LDF convenor E P Jayarajan hit
out
against
Muraleedharan
on
Saturday and ridiculed the
comments made by the
Union Minister.
“Since when did he become so expert in
Mahabali? Was he born
along with Mahabali...,”
Jayarajan asked.
Riyas said the RSS was
disturbed with the unity of
Keralites during the Onam
celebrations. “This statement is not an innocent
one. They are disturbed
with the unity seen among
Keralites during the Onam
celebrations. Their politi-

cal agenda was not working here and hence they
are coming up with such
statements,” Riyas told the
reporters in the State capital. The BJP had earlier
also courted controversy
when they claimed that
the Onam celebration was
‘Vamana Jayanthi’ and not
the
homecoming
of
demon king Mahabali,
which is the popular legend behind the festival.
In 2016, the then BJP
chief Amit Shah greeted
the people Kerala on
Vamana jayanthi, closely
after RSS in Kerala describing Onam celebrations as Vamana Jayanthi
in contrary to the general
legend.
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan had
asked Shah to withdraw
the statement and accused
him of trying to misinterpret the festival.
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Strong Taiwan earthquake
traps people, derails train
Taipei (Taiwan), Sep 18 (AP):
A strong earthquake
shook much of Taiwan
on Sunday, toppling a
three-story building and
temporarily trapping
four
people
inside,
stranding about 400
tourists on a mountainside, and knocking part
of a passenger train off
its tracks.
The magnitude 6.8
quake was the largest
among dozens that have
rattled the island’s southeastern coast since
Saturday evening, when
a 6.4 quake struck the
same area. There were
no immediate reports of
serious injuries.
Most of the damage appeared to be north of the
epicenter,
which
Taiwan’s
Central
Weather Bureau said
was in the town of
Chishang at the relatively shallow depth of 7
kilometers (4 miles).
The three-story building, which had a 7-11 convenience store on the
ground floor and resi-

In this photo provided by Hualien City Government, a victim, one’s legs partly seen at center, is carried by firefighter during a rescue operation following an earthquake in Yuli
township, Hualien County, eastern Taiwan, Sunday.
dences on the upper
ones, collapsed in nearby
Yuli town, the island’s
Central News Agency
said.

13 injured as radical Islamist group
attacks Shia procession in Pakistan
Lahore, Sep 18 (PTI):
Activists of a radical
Islamist group attacked a
Shia
procession
in
Pakistan’s
Punjab
province, leaving at least
13 people injured, police
said on Sunday.
According to an FIR, the
Shia procession was going
to Imambargah (congregation hall) in Sialkot, about
130kms from Lahore, in
connection with the
Chehlum
of
Imam
Hussain on Saturday
when a group of people
armed with pistols, clubs
and stones attacked the
mourners.
The Chehlum is a Shia
religious observance that
commemorates the martyrdom of Imam Hussain,
the grandson of Prophet
Muhammad, who was
martyred on the 10th day
of
the
month
of
Muharram.
“Over a dozen mourners
were injured and were
shifted to hospital for
treatment,” according to
the FIR.
A senior police officer
told PTI on Sunday that

tensions had been simmering over the past few days
in the area between the
Tehreek-i-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP) and Shia
activists over the route of
the procession.
“The TLP local leaders
wanted that the Shia procession should not pass in
front of their mosque cum
seminary. The local Shias
were determined to go to
Imambargah by the same
route they take every
year,” the officer said on
condition of anonymity.
“Police officers had held
talks with both sects and
apparently the TLP leaders agreed that they would
not object to the procession route,” the officer
said. However, a group of
TLP activists came out of
their seminary on the
Alam
Chowk
of
Shahabpura (Sialkot) and
attacked the Shia mourners. “Thirteen people, all
of them belonging to the
Shia community suffered
injuries. The condition of
a couple of them is stated
to be critical as they had
head injuries,” the officer
said.

The 70-year-old owner
of the building and his
wife were rescued first,
but it took longer to get
to a 39-year-old woman

and her 5-year-old daughter. A photo released by
the Hualien city government showed the girl
lying on a blanket and

being handed down a
metal ladder from the top
of the debris by helmeted rescue workers in orange uniforms.
The top two stories of
the building were left
sprawled across a small
street and onto the other
side, with electricity
wires pulled down by the
fallen structure.
More than 7,000 households were reported
without power in Yuli,
and water pipes were
also damaged.
Police and firefighters
rushed to a bridge collapse on a two-lane road
in what appeared to be a
rural part of the same
town where three people
and one or more vehicles
may have fallen off, according to media reports.
Also in Yuli, a landslide trapped nearly 400
tourists on a mountain
famous for the orange
day lilies that blanket its
slopes this time of year,
the
Central
News
Agency said. They had
no electricity and a weak
cellphone signal.

KING CHARLES III GREETS PM LIZ

Chronicle

Britain’s King Charles III (L) greets Britain’s Prime Minister Liz Truss during an audience at Buckingham Palace on September 18. Britain was gearing up Sunday for the
momentous state funeral of Queen Elizabeth II as King Charles III prepared to host
world leaders and as mourners queued for the final 24 hours left to view her coffin,
lying in state in Westminster Hall at the Palace of Westminster.

President
Droupadi
Murmu, who is in London
on a three-day visit to attend the state funeral of
Queen Elizabeth II scheduled at Westminster
Abbey on Monday, signed
a condolence book on behalf of the Indian government on Sunday.
President Murmu was
joined by Acting High
Commissioner
Sujit
Ghosh at Lancaster House
in London, where visiting
world leaders are stopping
by to sign a book of condolence in memory of Queen
Elizabeth II who died aged
96
in
Scotland
on
September 8.
Murmu also paid her respects on Sunday at
Westminster Hall, where
Britain’s longest-serving
monarch is Lying-in-State
until the morning of the
state funeral on Monday.
The Indian head of
state, who arrived on
Saturday evening, will join
around 500 world leaders
and worldwide royals in a

The President of India, Droupadi Murmu and Acting High
Commissioner Sujit Ghosh signs a book of condolences at
Lancaster House following the death of Queen Elizabeth II,
in London, Sunday.
congregation of around
2,000 expected at the
Abbey for a sombre ceremony starting at 11am
local time and concluding
with a two-minute silence
around an hour later.
Ahead of Monday’s funeral service, the president is invited to a reception hosted by King
Charles
and
Queen
Consort
Camilla
at
Buckingham Palace. All
visiting heads of state,

government and official
overseas guests are expected at what has been described as an “official state
event”.
Zaki
Cooper,
who
worked in the Queen’s
Royal Household between
2009 and 2012 and has written widely about the
monarchy, believes the
Queen enjoyed an “affectionate relationship with
India” and was instrumental in the transition from

empire to Commonwealth.
“By recognising the desire for many countries to
self-determination, she
embraced
the
Commonwealth,” said
Cooper.
“The Commonwealth
often featured in her messages and speech. She was
the organisation’s head
and also its inspiration.
Her legacy of developing
friendly relations between
nations is one that will
continue to inspire the
Commonwealth, as it embarks on a new chapter
with King Charles III as its
head,” he said.
Representatives of the
Realms
and
the
Commonwealth will be
among those in the congregation at Monday’s funeral
service.
Hours before the ceremony, the Queen’s Lyingin-State will close to members of public queuing for
the past few days, with
waits of around 24 hours
expected over the weekend
as the queue stretches to
around 10 km long.

Islamabad, Sep 18 (PTI):
The
accountability
courts in Pakistan have returned to the National
Accountability Bureau 50
major corruption cases
against suspects, including
Prime
Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, in a big relief to the premier who is
facing a slew of graft
charges.
The cases against
Shehbaz, his son and former chief minister of
Punjab Hamza Shahbaz,
National
Assembly
Speaker Raja Pervez
Ashraf, and former prime
minister Yousuf Raza
Gillani have also been returned to the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) by the accountability courts.
The relief has been provided in line with the
amendments to the NAB
laws, Geo News reported
on Saturday, adding that
the Ramzan Sugar Mill reference against Shehbaz
and his son Hamza is also

among the cases sent back.
In February 2019, NAB
filed this corruption case
against Shehbaz and his
son Hamza. The top antigraft body alleged that
during his tenure as
Punjab’s chief minister,
Shehbaz misused his authority and got a 10-km
sludge carrier constructed
in Chiniot district to facilitate Ramzan Sugar Mills
owned by his sons.
It alleged that the two
suspects “fraudulently
and dishonestly” inflicted
a loss of PKR 21.3 crore
(USD 948,565 approx) to the
national exchequer.
Similarly, an accountability court returned six
rental power plant (RPP)
cases against the National
Assembly speaker back to
NAB. The bureau had alleged that Ashraf misused his powers in rental
power projects while
being the minister for
Water and Power during
the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) government,
the report said.

Near the Russian border, bodies Powerful typhoon pounds southern Japan; thousands evacuated
still lie on the battlefield
Tokyo, Sep 18 (AP):

Kozacha
Lopan
(Ukraine), Sep 18 (AP):
There are still bodies on the
battlefield, lying where
they fell on farm fields or
inside burned-out tanks as
Ukrainian troops swept
through Russian-occupied
territory in a major counteroffensive this month.
In this northeastern corner of Ukraine, the
Russian army was pushed
all the way back across the
border into Russia after
holding the area for
months. But artillery shells
still whistle through the air,
fired from inside Russia
and landing with resonat-

ing thumps and billows of
black smoke on Ukrainian
territory.
Despite the shelling, a
small group of soldiers
winds its way along a rutted mud track to where a
dead Ukrainian combatant
lies, spotted by a drone
used to search for bodies
and shallow graves.
“It’s a risk. We are always risking our lives and
at any moment there might
be some shell flying in from
the territory of Russia,”
said Vitalii, a commander
in the National Guard
whose men are searching
for bodies of servicemen

from both sides and of
civilians. He asked to be
identified by his first name
only for security reasons.
The dead Ukrainian is
lying on his back in body
armour and helmet, a cap
beneath it to block out the
sun. The body has been
there for a long time.
They document the
scene and lift the remains
into a body bag before heading farther along the track
to a charred Russian tank.
It takes only one of the
team to carry away the
body bag holding the remains of the Russian found
inside.

A powerful typhoon approaching southern Japan
pounded the region with
strong winds and heavy
rain on Sunday, causing
blackouts,
paralysed
ground and air transportation and the evacuation of
thousands of people.
The
Japan
Meteorological Agency
said Typhoon Nanmadol
was near the southern island of Yakushima, packing maximum surface
winds of 162 kilometres
(101 miles) per hour, as it
slowly headed north to the
country’s main southern island of Kyushu where it

could make a landfall later
on Sunday.
Nanmadol is forecast to

turn east and reach Tokyo
on Tuesday. The agency
predicted as much as 50

centimetres (20 inches) of
rainfall by midday Monday,
warning of flooding and
landslides.
The agency also warned
residents in the affected
area of “unprecedented”
levels of powerful winds
and waves, urging them to
evacuate early. Local authorities so far reported no
major damage or injuries.
In the hard-hit Kagoshima
prefecture, more than 9,000
residents took shelter at
evacuation centres on
Sunday. In the neighbouring Miyazaki prefecture,
another 4,700 people evacuated. Kyushu Electric
Power Co. said more than
93,000 homes across the

Kyushu island were without electricity on Sunday
because of damage to
power lines and facilities.
Footage on NHK television
showed a pachinko pinball
parlour with part of its
glass wall shattered by the
gust in the Kanoya city in
Kagoshima. Elsewhere in
the prefecture, an elderly
woman suffered a minor injury as she fell, NHK said.
Hundreds of domestic
flights in and out of the region have been cancelled
and more are planned to be
grounded in western Japan
through Tuesday as the typhoon headed northeast,
according to Japan Airlines
and All Nippon Airways.

27 killed, 20 injured in bus accident in China Pakistani food importers at mercy of grey market owing to dollar crunch
Islamabad, Sep 18 (PTI):

Beijing, Sep 18 (PTI):
A bus overturned on a
highway in southwest
China’s
Guizhou
province on Sunday,
killing 27 people and injuring 20 others, local police said.
The bus carrying 47
people was travelling on
the highway section in
Sandu Shui Autonomous
County when the accident
took place, the state-run
Xinhua news agency reported, quoting the county’s public security bu-

reau.
The injured are being
treated and emergency responders have been dispatched to the scene, police said, without providing any more details.
Road accidents are
common in China, where
traffic regulations are
often flouted or go unenforced. A majority of accidents occur due to violations of traffic laws.
China’s
frequently
overcrowded long-distance buses are particularly prone to fatalities.

Pakistani importers of
food from Afghanistan and
Iran have been relying on
the grey market to make
payments since they are not
allowed to buy dollars from
banks or exchange companies, according to a media
report on Sunday.
Pakistan has been facing
an acute shortage of tomatoes, onions, potatoes and
other food items after floods
destroyed crops, pushing up
prices to unprecedented levels across the country.
This situation has forced

the government to immediately allow imports of these
foodstuffs from neighbouring countries to bridge the
supply and demand gap but
it has not made any arrangements for the provision of
dollars to make payments
against these imports, Dawn
newspaper reported. The report showed that the importers were quite interestingly asked to enter into
barter deals with their
Afghan and Iranian counterparts by exporting food
items available in Pakistan.
A barter transaction is
the exchange of goods or

services, in exchange for
other goods or services.
Sources in the Peshawar
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry told the newspaper
that import deals in local
currencies were possible
with Kabul as Afghanis
were available in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
However, the sources
maintained that the Afghan
exporters usually ask for US
dollars and insist to pay
cash or make payments
through Dubai. For Dubai
payments, the hundi or
hawala system is used.
Hawala is an informal funds

transfer system that allows
for the transfer of funds
from one person to another
without the actual movement of money. Malik
Bostan, a leading currency
dealer, said most importers
are making payments to
Afghan sellers in cash dollars or through Dubai. “The
government did not arrange
dollars for the imports from
Kabul while the importers
are barred to buy dollars
from the exchange companies or banking channels.
This is the case with both
Iran and Afghanistan,” explained Bostan.

Par panel report on
Covid slams govt
he report of a parliamentary panel on Covid pandemT
ic is indeed music to opposition's ears. Parliament's
Standing Committee on Health has in a recent report said
that the Government had lowered its guard during the second wave of Covid leading to chaos in hospitals. Without
mincing words, the panel rapped on the knuckles of the government for not being able to anticipate the gravity of the
situation during the second wave of the Covid pandemic
leading to loss of lives. Many lives could have been saved if
containment strategies were implemented on time, said the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health. While
pulling up the government, the panel said the second wave
was undoubtedly marred by high cases, increased deaths,
shortage of oxygen and beds in hospitals, reduced supplies
of medicines and other important drugs, disruption of essential health care services, hoarding and black marketing
of cylinders and medicines etc. It is not the opposition parties this time that are accusing the NDA government of failing to anticipate the gravity of the situation and bungling
during the second wave of the Covid pandemic, which
disrupted livelihoods and left a heavy toll on the economy.
Had the Government been successful in identification of
the more virulent strain of virus in the population at an
early stage and suitably implemented its containment
strategy, the repercussions would have been less grave and
many lives could have been saved, it said. The committee observed that India is one of the countries with the heaviest
burden of COVID-19 cases in the world. The enormity of
the population of the country posed a major challenge in
the face of the pandemic.With the fragile health infrastructure and the huge shortage of healthcare workers, the country witnessed tremendous pressure. It also noted that the
government could not accurately anticipate the gravity of
the possible resurgence of the pandemic and its subsequent waves. Even when the trajectory of COVID-19 cases
in the country registered a decline in the aftermath of the
first wave, the government should have continued its efforts
to monitor the resurgence of Covid and its possible outrage
in the country, the committee pointed out, noting that the
ministry had been cautioning states to maintain vigil and
chalk out strategy for any exigencies that may arise due to
resurgence of COVID-19 in their respective regions. The
committee curtly said it was "disturbed" by the ministry's
"unfortunate denial" of COVID-19 deaths due to oxygen
shortage. There were several instances of patients' families
pleading for oxygen and waiting in queues for cylinders and
the media reports about hospitals running out of the lifesaving gas and making desperate appeals when they were reportedly left with only a few hours of supply. The committee
is disappointed to note that the ministry in its submission in
2020 had assured that the country is self-sufficient in oxygen
and oxygen cylinders; however, their hollow claim was brutally exposed during the second wave, the panel said. The
government failed to manage even distribution of oxygen in
states and amidst the skyrocketing demand it could not
maintain a steady flow of oxygen leading to an unprecedented medical crisis. Poor logistic management and the failure
of the government in ensuring a quick response from the
healthcare system speak volumes of the utter chaos in the
government machinery, especially during the second wave.
Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by
e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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AAP’s publicity drive

Sri Lankans face acute
food insecurity
early 6.3 million people in crisis-hit Sri Lanka are facing moderate to severe acute food insecurity and
N
their situation may worsen if adequate life-saving assistance and livelihood support is not provided. This grim scenario has been painted by two UN organisations in a latest
report. Two consecutive seasons of poor harvests led to a
nearly 50 per cent drop in production coupled with reduced
imports of food grains due to foreign exchange constraints,
according to the joint report by the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) and the United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP). The joint FAO/WFP Crop and Food
Security Assessment Mission visited 25 districts in the
country between June and July 2022 to analyse agricultural
production levels in 2022, particularly of main staple cereals, and assess household food security conditions. Without
assistance, the food security situation in Sri Lanka is expected to deteriorate further, particularly during the
October 2022 to February 2023 lean season, driven by poor
harvests of staple foods, in particular paddy rice, and the
ongoing economic crisis, the report warned. In order to
avert a further deterioration of food security conditions
and to support restoration of agricultural production,
livelihood assistance targeting smallholder farmers should
remain a priority, FAO Representative in Sri Lanka
Vimlendra Sharan was quoted as saying. With around 30
per cent of the population depending on agriculture, improving the production capacity of farmers will ultimately
boost the resilience of the agricultural sector, reduce import requirements amid shortages of foreign currency reserves and avert the rise in hunger. Months into this crippling economic crisis, families are running out of options they are exhausted. More than 60 per cent of families are
eating less, and eating cheaper, less nutritious food. This
comes at a time when financial constraints have forced the
government to scale back on nutrition programmes, such
as school meals and fortified food to mothers and undernourished children. WFP's top priority is to provide immediate food and nutrition assistance to the most at-risk communities to prevent a further deterioration of their nutrition, said WFP Representative and Country Director in Sri
Lanka, Abdur Rahim Siddiqui. Sri Lanka, a country of 22
million people, declared in mid-April its international debt
default due to the forex crisis. The country owes USD 51 billion in foreign debt, of which USD 28 billion must be paid by
2027. There have been street protests in Sri Lanka against
the government since early April due to its mishandling of
the economic crisis. A crippling shortage of foreign reserves has led to long queues for fuel, cooking gas, and other
essentials while power cuts and soaring food prices have
heaped misery on the people. Prices of most food items have
been on a steady rise since the last quarter of 2021 and
reached a new record high in August 2022, with the year-onyear food inflation rate at nearly 94 per cent.

✍

The AAP government in
Punjab has inserted full-page
advertisements in various
national and vernacular
newspapers highlighting its
achievements of six months.
It is a sheer wastage of taxpayers’ money to get publicity not just confined to Punjab,
but as far as Gujarat and the
Andamans. The state is reeling under a burgeoning debt
burden and has been unable
to even square off the salary
bill of employees. Such misuse of the state’s meagre resources should be stopped.
The money should be utilised
for the servicing of the debt
portfolio and urgent development works. The Comptroller
General should take cognisance and restrain the DIPR
from using treasury for publicity purposes.
Anil vinayak, by mail

Since 1974 Volume 10 No. 171

President Murmu in UK to attend Pak PM Shehbaz’s graft cases
among 50 sent back by
state funeral of Queen Elizabeth II accountability
courts to NAB

London, Sep 18 (PTI):

JAPAN-INDIA MARITIME EXERCISE
C E N T R A L

Sixth edition of the Japan India Maritime Exercise 2022 JIMEX 22 hosted by the Indian Navy concluded in the Bay of
Bengal with a customary steam past on Sunday.

The Huge Danger Associated with Privatising Banks
PRABHAT PATNAIK

T

HERE are fundamental objections to the plan of the
government to privatise at least
some of the public sector banks.
They centre around the fact that
such a move will change the pattern
of deployment of credit, away from
productive activities towards speculation, away from peasant agriculture towards big business (with dangerous implications for peasant viability, food security and employment), and away from domestic to
global destinations. These objections are well-known and have been
much discussed, and their pertinence has been underscored by the
fact that Indian public sector banks
were completely untouched during
the “sub-prime-lending crisis” of
2008; but the government, concerned more with pleasing domestic
and foreign big business than with
the nation’s well-being, predictably
ignores them. My purpose here
however is not to reiterate these objections; it is to point to another serious danger from privatisation which
has been less discussed and which
the country can ill-afford to ignore.
During the dirigiste period, bankloans were used primarily to fulfil
short-term credit needs, such as to
finance inventory-holding in trading
and industrial establishments, while
long-term financial needs, for fixed
capital formation, were fulfilled
through a set of specialised financial
institutions that had been set up just
for this purpose. These institutions
got their funds from government
sources, such as the profits of the
Reserve Bank of India, and gave
loans at low interest rates, lower
than the rates that the banks
charged, and often even at negative
real interest rates (i.e., the nominal
rates they charged were lower than
the rate of inflation) in order to encourage investment.
With “liberalisation” however this
entire arrangement changed. The

earlier specialised financial institutions disappeared in their old form,
some like IDBI converting themselves to banks. Long-term financial
needs of units were now supposed
to be met through the capital market, from where also whatever financial institutions existed for giving long-term loans, were to raise
their funds. But if an investment
project was not profitable enough,
or was too risky, then capitalists, instead of approaching the market,
started approaching public sector
banks even for long-term loans. And
the banks have ended up giving
large loans, especially for infrastructure projects, with the government
pushing them to do so. As a result,
the public sector banks, precisely
because the government can armtwist them into giving the loans it
wants them to, have developed balance sheets that portend danger.
Banks obtain their resources from
the deposits of the public which can
be withdrawn by the public at a moment’s notice. If a significant part of
these resources is used for giving
loans for long-term investment, then
in effect the banks are “borrowing
short to lend long”, which exposes
them to a potential illiquidity crisis.
If many depositors decide suddenly
to withdraw their deposits, then the
bank collapses; and even if only a
few depositors wish to withdraw,
and word gets around that the bank
may face illiquidity, then there is a
run on the bank making it collapse.
To prevent such a possibility, banks
whose liabilities are short-term,
generally hold assets too that are
short-term; since short-term assets,
by definition, can be liquidated without involving much loss of value, the
danger posed to a bank by a sudden
withdrawal of deposits is thereby
minimised. But if the assets are
long-term, then their sudden sale involves a substantial loss, which
therefore makes a sudden withdrawal of deposits from the bank
much more difficult to negotiate.
The public sector banks have not
just given loans for the acquisition of
long-term assets; much of the loans
they have given are for infrastructure projects, which have a long gestation period, where time and costoverruns are common, and where
profits appear, if at all, only after a
long period of time. The fact that a
good part of such loans can be
counted among the “non-performing

assets” of the banks should come as
no surprise. But even that part which
is not officially counted as NPA,
nonetheless falls under the category
of “stressed assets”. Thus the public
sector banks have been pressurised
by the government, not just into giving long-term loans but into giving
“stressed loans”. They are in short
sitting on top of a volcano that can
erupt at any time. The reason it has
not yet erupted and continues to remain dormant is because these
banks are government-owned; the
public whose deposits have been
used for such financing is not panicky: it has the confidence that if the
banks face a crisis, the government
that owns them will necessarily
come to their rescue. And this confidence is precisely what prevents the
banks from facing a crisis.
Everywhere in the world crises of
the financial system have arisen
when privately owned financial institutions have developed over time an
asset-liability mismatch. The East
Asian financial crisis towards the end
of the last century provides a classic
example. Take the case of the South
Korean banks. They had attracted
foreign currency deposits, and used
the proceeds to make loans domestically for long-term investment projects. This meant a double mismatch
between their assets and liabilities:
first, they were “borrowing short to
lend long”, i.e. using resources garnered through bank deposits to finance investment projects; and, second, they were borrowing in foreign
currency to finance projects that
were themselves not foreign exchange-earning. Inevitably, the crisis
came, and, when it did, it was particularly severe.
Even the financial crisis in the
United States in 2008 was a reflection of such a mismatch. During the
Great Depression the Roosevelt administration had passed the GlassSteagall Act in 1933 that had strictly
separated commercial banking from
investment banking. Commercial
banks, being deposit-financed, were
confined to giving short-term loans,
while investment banks, not being
deposit-financed could engage
themselves in giving loans for stockmarket activities. This Act was in response to the fact that the
Depression had seen a run on banks
as they accepted deposits but used
their resources on the stock market,
a run that had been stemmed only

through considerable effort on the
part of the US government, including Roosevelt’s famous “fire-side
chat” broadcasts. Glass-Steagall
however was repealed in 1999; and
that created the conditions under
which the financial system once
more faced a severe crisis. To be
sure, it was not the only factor behind the crisis; there was a serious
underestimation of lending risks
across the spectrum, which is why
an investment bank like Lehmann
Brothers went down. But given this
underestimation of risks, the fact
that commercial banks too were exposed to the financial crisis was because they had been giving loans
against assets that had earlier, i.e.,
during the dirigiste period, not been
part of their usual business.
In India public sector banks too
have been exposed to unprecedented risks because of government
arm-twisting; they have so far been
spared because of the depositors’
faith in the public sector. If they are
privatised then the volcano on which
they are sitting will erupt and the
depositors will be hugely and adversely affected. This will not just affect the depositors; it will have a serious and damaging impact on the
Indian economy. It may be thought
that the depositors will entertain the
belief, even in the event of privatisation, that the government will come
to the rescue of the privatised bank
just as it would have done if the bank
had remained in the public sector;
and that this belief itself will prevent
any crisis affecting the banks. But
this belief has very little justification:
the kind of political pressure that
can be mounted on the government
if it is the direct owner of the bank,
will be absent if the bank is privately-owned.
In short, given the asset-liability
mismatch of the public sector banks
that has been forced on them by the
government, its washing its hands
off them by privatising them will be
an act of utter irresponsibility. It will
not only expose the ordinary depositors of the country to the possibility
of severe financial loss, but will also
eliminate for a long time the public’s faith in the banking system,
causing a shift in its asset-preference towards currency hoards and
away from bank-deposits. This
would be a retrograde move that
would damage for long the
prospects of development.

Federer bids adieu
The tennis world has suffered a blow after Roger
Federer, an icon who transcended the sport, announced
his retirement. While it is a
sad development, there is
much to celebrate about his
career. He built a stunning
tennis profile with eight
Wimbledon titles, 20 Grand
Slam singles titles and not
having retired mid-match in
over 1,500 career matches.
His constant quest for improvement took him to insurmountable heights. His demeanour, humility and elegance made him popular. He
is also known for philanthropic activities.
Aaditya Singh, Karnal

Hijab row
The best way out for the
apex court is to refer the matter to its Constitution Bench
for a final verdict on the issue
(‘We aren’t interpreters of
Quran: SC on hijab row’).
Muslim women wear hijab for
privacy. Hitherto, the issue of
wearing hijab in educational
institutions was never raised.
How come the need to ban it
has suddenly arisen? The
issue is nothing but a result of
Hindu-Muslim rivalry. If
hijab is considered risky from
the security point of view,
questions could be raised
about ‘ghunghat’ as well.
Sentiments of all religions
should be respected for maintaining communal harmony.
Ravinder Singh, By mail

Rat race
With the advent of the general election in 2024, the political temperature of the nation is gradually soaring up.
All political parties, including
the regional ones, are gearing
up their activities. These are
very normal and healthy
signs of democracy. But at the
very same time, there appears
to be a rat race among a few
so-called secular political parties to woo the minority religious community by vote
bank policy even at the cost of
the nation's security and integrity. The Congress, DMK,
SP, TMC and the Leftists are
leading in this rat race. It is
up to the bonafide patriotic
Indians to react. Is it the beauty of the Indian type of secular democracy?
Lanu Dutt Chowdhury, by mail

Cheetahs Return To India After 70 Yrs
Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit
Minister Narendra
P rime
Modi, deserves a big applause for releasing of cheetahs
into quarantine enclosures in
Kuno National Park in Madhya
Pradesh. The eight cheetahs were
a gift from the government of
Namibia. The transcontinental is
the first of its kind on any continent and the eight cheetahs will
be the founders of a new population. About 12,000 years ago, a
mass extinction occurred that
eliminated 75 per cent of the
world’s large mammal species.
Fortunately, a handful of cheetahs managed to survive this extreme extinction event and were
able to restore the world’s population of cheetahs. Inia's successes
in managing the world's largest
population of wild tigers proves it
has the credentials to bring cheetahs back. Project Cheetah was
approved by the Supreme Court of

India in January 2020 as a pilot
programme to reintroduce the
species to India.
The concept of bringing the
cheetah back was first put forth in
2009 by Indian conservationists,
along with Cheetah Conservation
Fund (CCF), a not-for-profit organisation,
headquartered
in
Namibia, which works towards
saving and rehabilitating the big
cat in the wild.
The reintroduction of cheetah
into the wild is a step towards correcting an ecological wrong and
fulfilling Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Mission life. But for 75
years — the entirety of its existence as an independent nation —
India has been bereft of cheetahs,
the world’s fastest land animal.
A small population of Asiatic
cheetahs now only remain in Iran
with which a deal to translocate
the animals fell through considering the country has barely 50 of
these beasts remaining in the

wild. If cheetahs no longer existed, there would be a domino effect – referred to as a trophic cascade. The cheetah was completely wiped out from India due to excessive hunting and shrinking
grasslands, its natural habitat.
Saving this magnificent animal
from extinction requires innovative conservation methods that
address the welfare of both cheetah and human populations over

large landscapes. The Cheetah is
one of the most ancient large cat
species, with ancestors dating
back over five million years to the
Miocene epoch. The Cheetah is
also known for its speed.
The Cheetah is the fastest terrestrial animal on the planet, living
in Africa and Asia. Cheetahs are
threatened by human-wildlife conflict, illegal wildlife trade, poor
sperm quality, and lack of genetic
diversity, but one of their greatest
challenges to survival is the loss of
habitat together with loss of prey
base. The shrinking of their natural habitat is due to a combination
of increasing human populations
and climate change impact.
The major population of cheetahs, of which only about 7000
mature individuals survive in the
wild and it remains only in
African countries like Botswana,
Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya, Namibia,
South Africa and Zimbabwe.
Thanks to Indian government’s ef-

forts to preserve cheetahs. 7
years ago, the Wildlife Institute of
India launched a Rs 260-crore
cheetah reintroduction scheme.
This might be the first intercontinental cheetah translocation
project in history. The Ministry of
Environment announced an
“Action Plan for Cheetah
Introduction in India” at the 19th
meeting of the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA).
India plans to introduce eight to
ten cheetahs every year and in five
years, they hope to have a population of 50 wild cheetahs in India.
There’s certainly more to do.
But the good news is that humans and cheetahs can survive
and thrive together if we can create the right conditions. There is
no doubt that if people can be
persuaded to find a little room in
their hearts for these shy, fragile
cats, there’s a chance to prevent
them from sprinting further to extinction.
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BRIEF
National
Logistics Policy
Mumbai: The
National Logistics
Policy sets the
roadmap for developing a more interconnected and tech-driven framework for
building cost and operational efficiency in
the sector, industry experts said. The policy,
unveiled by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday, reflects the government’s positive intent
to address all the core
challenges of the logistics and supply
chain industry,
Anshuman Singh, the
Chairman and
Managing Director of
Stellar Value Chain
Solutions said.

SLCM
New Delhi: Post-harvest agri logistics firm
SLCM expects its assets under management to double to Rs
11,500 crore in the current fiscal year, a top
company official said.
The company’s assets
under management
(AUM) over the past
three years have
grown by over 100 per
cent and in 2021-22, it
stood at Rs 5,517.17
crore. In 2020-21, the
AUM was at Rs 2,481
crore while in the preceding year it stood at
Rs 1,197.6 crore.

Insurance
industry
New Delhi: Merger
and acquisitions will
continue to be a part
and parcel of the insurance sector, which
is a highly capital intensive sector and can
accommodate new entrants with specialised skill sets having long-term vision.
The past developments in this sector
and recent decision of
the Mumbai National
Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) allowing merger of
Exide Life Insurance
with HDFC Life is an
indication that entities without requisite
expertise may quit
the sector.

INDIRA RASOI YOJANA

Finance Minister to meet CEOs of PSBs
to review progress of schemes for SCs
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
Finance
Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is
scheduled to meet heads of
public sector banks and financial institutions later
this month to review
progress of various government schemes aimed
at welfare and upliftment
of scheduled castes.
Schemes like Stand-Up
India, Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana (PMMY),
and Credit Enhancement
Guarantee Scheme for
Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and their progress would
be discussed during the
meeting, sources said.
The meeting would review the performance of
public sector banks (PSBs)
and financial institutions
to provide credit to people
belonging to the SC community and other welfare
measures under implementation, they said.
The meeting, to be
chaired by the Finance
Minister, would see partic-

ipation from chairman of
National Commission for
Scheduled Castes (NCSC),
financial services secretary and other senior officials.
The Stand-Up India
scheme was launched in
2016 to promote entrepreneurship among the
scheduled caste/ scheduled tribe and women by
facilitating bank loans of
Rs 10 lakh to Rs 1 crore to
at least one SC/ST borrower and one woman borrower per bank branch for setting up new enterprises in

CWC clearance for 600 MW Upper
Indravati Pump Storage Project
Bhubaneswar, Sep 18 (PTI):
The
Central
Water
Commission (CWC) has
cleared a proposal of the
state government for installation of the Upper
Indravati Pump Storage
Project under the Odisha
Hydro Power Corporation
(OHPC), official sources
said. The state government
had earlier sought to operate three such power storage projects namely, 600
MW Upper Indravati PSP
in
the
district
of
Kalahandi,
500
MW
Balimela
PSP
in
Malkangiri district and 300
MW Upper Kolab PSP in
Koraput district.
Pump storage (hydropower) project is a type
of hydroelectric energy
storage. It is a configuration of two water reservoirs at different elevations
that can generate power as

water moves down from
one to the other (discharge), passing through a
turbine. The system also
requires power as it pumps
water back into the upper
reservoir (recharge). The
project acts similarly to a
giant battery, because it
can store power and then
release it when needed, an
official explained. OHPC
chairman BP Sethi said the
agency has been engaged
in investigation, planning,
coordination and erection
of three large scale Pump
Storage Project (PSP) in
the state.
He said the 600 MW
Upper Indravati Pump
Storage Project achieved a
major milestone by obtaining Inter-State clearance
from the CWC under
Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Government of India on
September 13, 2022.

trading, manufacturing
and services sector.
In 2019-20, Stand-Up
India was extended for the
entire period coinciding
with the 15th Finance
Commission period of
2020-25.
The scheme, being implemented through all
scheduled commercial
banks, is expected to benefit at least 2.5 lakh borrowers. Total 1,44,223 loans
have been sanctioned to
women and SC/ST entrepreneurs across the country as on July 22, 2022
under the scheme, as per
the latest government
data.
Under PMMY, collateralfree institutional credit of
up to Rs 10 lakh is provided by Member Lending
Institutions (MLIs) to
micro/small
business
units, for income generating activities in sectors
such as manufacturing,
trading, services and also
for activities allied to agriculture.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has lunch with Congress MLA Krishna Poonia and other leaders after
the inauguration of 512 new canteens under Indira Rasoi Yojana, in Jodhpur, Sunday.

Ex-RBI Guv bats for maintaining
hawkish stance on rates
Kolkata, Sep 18 (PTI):
Former RBI Governor C
Rangarajan
advocated
maintaining the ongoing
hawkish stance by the
Reserve Bank of India to
tame inflation and expected that the rupee will
strengthen with resumption of capital inflow.
He also said the country
has to clock an 8-9 per cent
year-on-year growth for the
next five years to achieve
the target of a USD 5-trillion economy. Speaking at
the Samar Kanti Paul
Memorial Lecture at the
Ramkrishna
Mission
Institute of Culture on
Saturday evening, the former RBI governor said he
would be happy if the
country’s economic growth
reaches seven per cent in
the current fiscal. “The

Rangarajan
current policy stance
should
continue.
Developed countries are
also taking steep rate
hikes. I expect more rate
hikes,” Rangarajan said
without elaborating on the
quantum. RBI has been
maintaining a hawkish
stance with rate hikes to
tame inflation. Speaking
on the rupee trend, the 90year-old economist said,
there was a sharp fall in
rupee value against the US
Dollar to Rs 79-80 with the
outflow of capital. “Now,

Direct tax
New Delhi: Gross direct tax collections
grew 30 per cent to Rs
8.36 lakh crore till
September 17 of current fiscal year on increased advance tax
mop-up, the finance
ministry said on
Sunday. “The gross
collection of direct
taxes (before adjusting for refunds) for FY
2022-23 stands at Rs
8,36,225 crore compared to Rs 6,42,287
crore in the corresponding period of
preceding financial
year i.e. 2021-22, registering a growth of 30
per cent over collections of 2021-22,” the
ministry said in a
statement.

with the inflow of capital,
the value of rupee is expected to strengthen but
will not reach the preCOVID levels”, he said.
There was a positive inflow of Rs 22,000 crore from
foreign portfolio investors
in August 2022, after
months of relentless selling. Rangarajan stressed
on the need to increase the
investment rate to 33 per
cent, which has slipped to
27-28 per cent, to achieve a
higher growth rate. The
share of private investment must also increase,
he said. Asserting that reforms must continue in
various sectors like power
and agriculture marketing,
Rangarajan said that the
reform measures undertaken in the 1990s were
“well-coordinated and had
a composite character”.

FPIs infuse Rs 12,000 cr
in Indian equities in Sep on
hopes of slow rate hikes
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
Foreign
investors
pumped Rs 12,000 crore
into the Indian equity
market so far this month
on hopes that global central banks, particularly
the US Fed, may go slow
on rate hikes as inflation
starts to cool off.
This comes following a
net investment of staggering Rs 51,200 crore in
August and nearly Rs
5,000 crore in July, data
with
depositories
showed.
FPIs turned net buyers
in July after nine straight
months of massive net
outflows, which started
in October last year.
Between October 2021 till
June 2022, they sold a
massive Rs 2.46 lakh

crore in the Indian equity
market. In the near term,
FPIs flow are expected to
remain volatile given the
headwinds in terms of
monetary tightening, rising inflation, geopolitical
concerns, etc, Shrikant
Chouhan, Head - Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities, said.
According to data with
depositories, FPIs (foreign portfolio investors)
pumped a net Rs 12,084
crore into Indian equities
during September 1-16 .
They were net buyers
on hopes of continued
growth momentum, even
as global and domestic
data prints were adverse
with elevated inflation reported across major
economies,
Chouhan
said.

Small car segment to grow in volume terms:
Maruti Suzuki’s Shashank Srivastava

APPLE HARVESTING

New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):

ULIP
New Delhi: An unified logistics interface
platform (ULIP) will
be developed as part of
the national logistics
policy to help different
government and private agencies; shippers, service
providers enable information exchange
on a real time basis in
a confidential manner.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday unveiled the
National Logistics
Policy that seeks to address challenges facing the transport sector and bring down
the logistics cost of
businesses from
13-14 per cent to a
single digit.

Chandan gets candid about
his character ‘Saddam’
O

A farm worker cuts extra stalk from a freshly plucked Kashmiri apple before it is packed during the harvesting
season, in Budgam district of Central Kashmir, Sunday.

Maruti Suzuki India expects the small car segment to grow in volume
terms despite a decreasing
share in the overall domestic passenger vehicles market, according to a senior
company official.
While affordability is a
major concern that has impacted growth of the smallcar segment, the company
is betting on first-time buyers and more customers
from rural as well as suburban areas — tier II and III
towns.
“We believe absolute volume (of small cars) will increase but as a percentage
of the total volume (of passenger vehicles), which is
38 per cent at the moment,
this may show a decrease,
but in absolute volume

Shashank Srivastava
terms, it will increase,”
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
Senior Executive Director
(Marketing & Sales)
Shashank Srivastava told
PTI. The hatchback market
used to fluctuate between
45-46 per cent of the total
passenger vehicles market
for the last five years and
last year it dipped to about
38 per cent and SUVs with
40 per cent of the overall

market became the largest
selling segment, he added.
However, in terms of absolute volume, Srivastava
said the small-car segment
is still pretty large.
“Roughly if you look at the
last fiscal’s full-year volume of about 30.7 lakh, 40
per cent of that is hatch. It
was just under 12 lakh last
year. The market for SUVs
last year was 12.3 lakh. So,
there is not a very large difference in terms of volumes,” he said.
On why MSIL is bullish
on the small-car segment,
Srivastava said India’s projected economic growth for
the future propelling the
requirement for transportation, a young population and a stream of youth
coming into the workforce
every
year
act
as
favourable factors.

Fall in Kharif output may keep Honda expects India biz to get back on track
As it looks to re-enter SUV segment next year
rice prices at elevated levels
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):

New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
A 6-7 million tonnes
shortfall in rice production due to a fall in paddy
sowing area is likely to
keep rice prices at elevated
levels, adding to the inflationary pressure that the
slowing economy is already grappling with.
Elevated food prices, including that of cereals,
had led to retail inflation
reversing a three-month
declining trend, to touch 7
per cent in August.
Similarly, the wholesale
price inflation, which declined to 11-month low,
also showed price pressures from cereals resulting from wheat output
being impacted by severe
heat waves in some parts
of the country. In addition
to this, expectation of a

lower paddy output - conservative by government
estimates and higher if
outside experts are to be
believed - will keep inflationary expectations higher, experts and analysts believe.
Erratic
JuneSeptember rainfall and delayed withdrawal of
South-West
monsoon
rains have added to concerns over paddy crop.

India’s rice production
during the 2021-22 crop
year, ended June, stood at
record 130.29 million
tonnes (MT) as against
124.37 MT in the previous
year. Food ministry has
projected a fall of 6-7 MT
in rice production during
this year’s Kharif season,
which accounts for 85 per
cent of the country’s total
rice output.

Japanese auto major
Honda expects its India
business to get back on
growth path as it gears up
to re-enter the high-selling
sports utility vehicle segment next year, as per a
top company official.
The company, which is
present through a whollyowned subsidiary in the
country, currently does
not have presence in the
sports utility vehicle
(SUV) space, which has
now become the largest
segment in the over 30
lakh per annum domestic
passenger vehicle industry.
The automaker in recent years has discontinued models like CR-V, BRV and Mobilio in the market and now relies on its
sedan portfolio — City,

City eHEV (hybrid) and
compact sedan Amaze to
bring in the volumes.
In an interaction with
PTI, Honda Cars India
President
and
CEO
Takuya Tsumura said the
company has taken several steps in the last few
years to make its business
constitution “healthy”
once again.

He admitted that the
company went through a
tough time in the last
three years, as globally
Honda decided to move towards electric mobility
and the process led to restructuring of facilities
and operations to conform
to the new era.
Tsumura noted that the
restructuring process led

to various actions including closure of few manufacturing sites across the
globe, including one plant
in India as well.
“We did some restructuring in the last few years
and it was a bit of a tough
time, but I can now say it is
done, the company now
has a healthy constitution,” he said.

ffering audiences
their daily dose of
thrill and entertainment, Sony SAB's
'Alibaba Dastaan-e-Kabul'
has become a favourite in
less than a month from
its launch. With interesting character arcs in each
episode, viewers have
been
appreciating
Chandan Anand who
plays the character of
Saddam for his comic
timing along with his villainous backstory; from
that of limited presence,
to the omnipresent force
of evil.
Kabul shahi is mercilessly overtaken by the
Sultan’s brother, Saddam,
along with Simsim.
Greedy to rule over the
land, he slays Mariam's
father and grabs the title
of Sultan, while Sim Sim
promises to grant him
powers if he hands over
Mariam to her. In his desire to be an invincible
ruler, his humorous dialogues juxtaposed with
cruel intentions unfold a
gripping character for
the fans to explore.
Chandan Anand who
essays the role of Saddam
comments, "I have played
villains in the past and I
take it as a challenge to
play it different from previous role. I try my best to
bring variations in my
form, which should come
as a different persona and
entertains my audience

at the same time. I always
look for playing different
roles in a show and
Saddam is one such
unique character. I’m enjoying the role and exploring his complexity as
a villain. I knew this
character had a lot of
scope in the show, but
eventually the character
came out to be funny, as
well as evil. I’m really lik-

Dreams do come
true, says Malayalam
actor Neeraj Madhav

ing the mix of these two
forms. I'm grateful that
the audience is appreciative of my performance,
and I hope they continue
to shower us with the
same love!"
Tune in to watch
Chandan Anand as
Saddam in 'Alibaba
Dastaan-e-Kabul' on Sony
SAB, Monday to Saturday
at 8 pm.

Rashmika
Mandanna is all
things happy as she
hogs on Delhi food!
a s h m i k a
Mandanna, who
was running between the shoot of
'Varisu' and the promotions of 'GoodBye', has
been enjoying the delicious food the national
capital has to offer.
Recently, Rashmika
travelled to Delhi for
the promotions of
'GoodBye'. The actress
had a great time in the
city and shared a picture on her social
media with a lot of
food on her table. She
added a note with the
image that said: "When
in Dilli..let's hog on-dal
makhani, butter chicken, paneer bhurji,
seekh kabab, makai di
rotti,
dahi
kabab...Okay I ordered
a lot."
As she got ready to
depart from Delhi,
Rashmika
wrote:
"Thank you Delhi you
were too sweet! Next
time, let's go for a
momo date."
On the work front,
the actress has an interesting line-up with
films like 'Pushpa 2',
'Animal', 'Goodbye'
under her kitty along
with 'Mission Majnu'
opposite
Sidharth
Malhotra, and 'Varisu'
with Vijay.

R

Huma Qureshi calls herself
a big fan of Madhuri Dixit!
ony TV's most loved comedy show, The
Kapil Sharma Show, welcomed the cast of
the political thriller series 'Maharani 2'
i.e. Huma Qureshi, Sohum Shah, Amit Sial,
Pramod Pathak, Dibyendu Bhattacharya and
Anuja Sathe. Enjoying themselves to the
fullest, the cast enjoyed the performances of
Kapil’s ‘naya parivaar’ while indulging in
some hilarious conversations with host
Kapil Sharma and sharing some fun
anecdotes from their life and of
course, the series. In one such conversation Huma Qureshi talked about her
fan moment with B-town’s ‘dhak dhak
girl’, Madhuri Dixit while working on
the 2014 black comedy, 'Dedh Ishqiya'.
Host Kapil Sharma asked the actress about her experience working
with prolific actress, Madhuri Dixit
in the film ‘Dedh Ishqiya’ and Huma
replied kindly, narrating how she was
starstruck when she saw her, "I used to
watch her perform and could not take
my eyes off of her always. I think
every girl looks up to her and when I
got the chance of working with her, I
was nervous and excited at the same
time. But she is such a sweet human
being, she made the atmosphere
very comfortable. She used to talk
to me about her house, and her
kids, just like any simple girl and
like any normal housewife. I remember once we were at a promotional event and there was a
crowd that gathered around us.
People gathered there only to
get a glimpse of her. We got
into her car in a hurry because the crowd was getting
crazier. She was then pointing out some people from the
crowd and talking to me about their funny actions. I was laughing so much and was astonished,
telling her, “Oh you are also like us? (laughs)”
While Huma called herself a big fan of Madhuri
Dixit, her Maharani season 2 co-actors also went on to
reveal their fan moments as well.

S

Rana Daggubati
releases Kannada
action movie
‘Kabzaa’ teaser

Fatima Sana Shaikh preps for
her role in ‘Sam Bahadur’
atima Sana Shaikh
is all set for 'Sam
Bahadur' starring
Vicky Kaushal in the
lead. The actress has
started prepping to play
the role of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
in the upcoming movie.
Taking to her social
media, Fatima shared a
glimpse of how she is
preparing for the role of
Indira Gandhi.
She shared a picture of
a book titled 'Indira - The
Life Of Indira Nehru
Gandhi'.
Fatima captioned the
image: "Such an interesting book on her life. Half
way through.. would
highly recommend it."
She also shared a BTS
picture of herself sitting
in front of the mirror
from the sets of the highly anticipated film
'Sam Bahadur' and
wrote: "And
here we go

F

hanindhadhu
Kaadu', has come in
for much praise, is
on cloud nine that he has
also written and sung for
A. R. Rahman in the film.
Taking to Instagram,
the actor posted a picture
of himself with director
Gautham Vasudev Menon
and music director A. R.
Rahman.
He wrote: "Yes, I wrote
and sang for A. R.
Rahman! Manifest and
dreams do come true!
"I was trying so hard to
keep this to myself, those
who watched 'Vendhu
Thanindhadhu Kaadu
would already know, but
now I can tell the world!"
"During my speech at
the
'Vendhu
Thanindhadhu Kaadu'
audio launch, I happened
to sing a verse dedicated to
A. R. Rahman in front of
him. The next thing I
know, I'm sitting with the
legend himself in his studio and making this
track!"
"True fanboy moment !
'Venthu
Thaninthath
Kaadu' in theatres now.
My Tamil debut as an
actor and a rapper! #bucketlist #ARR #VTK"

T

#SamBahadur".
On the work front,
along
with
'Sam
Bahadur', Fatima has an
interesting line-up and
she will also be seen in

fter the recent back-to-back
successes of 'KGF 2', '777
Charlie' and 'Vikrant Rona',
the Kannada film industry is all set
to roll out another major action entertainer with an all-star cast titled
'Kabzaa'. The film directed by R.
Chandru features Kannada awardwinning star Upendra Rao,
Kichcha Sudeep, Shriya Saran,
Manoj Bajpayee and Nawab Shah.
It is set to be released in seven languages. The makers released the
film's teaser a day before Upendra's
birthday. It was released by
'Bahubali' star Rana Daggubati,
who has become a popular name all
across India. 'Kabzaa' is a period
film about the rise of gangsters in
India, set between 1947 to 1984. It is
all about a freedom fighter's son
who gets trapped in the world of
the mafia. The film is billed as a
large-scale action film.
Talking about the film, director
Chandru said: "The film has already created a lot of buzz and we
wanted to treat our fans with the
teaser. Tomorrow being Upendra's
birthday, we thought it would be a
good gift to all his fans."
Presented by M.T.B. Nagaraj,
and produced by Chandru under
the Sri Siddeshwara Enterprises
banner, the film will be released in
Kannada, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam, Oriya and Marathi.

A

'Dhak Dhak' directed and
co-written by Tarun
Dudeja, co-produced by

Taapsee Pannu, Pranjal
Khandhdiya and Ayush
Maheshwari.

C R O S S WO R D

HOROSCOPE MONDAY SEPTEMBER 19
Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today may be filled with sudden changes
and unexpected events, Aquarius. The
energy is electric and strong. People will
act in erratic, powerful bursts. Try to stay
centered and maintain your focus. Keep in
mind that if you need to break free from
certain limitations, now is the time to make
that move. Have confidence in your actions
and make it happen.

You might not get the things done that you
want to do today, Pisces, but don't sweat it.
Go easy on yourself if you still have a few
unchecked things on the list tonight. People
may pop out of nowhere and demand your
attention for much of the time. Listen, be
present, and try not to think of the things
that aren't getting done. Focus on those
things that are getting done.

Today is a fantastic day, Aries, so make the
most of it. If you're emotionally and mentally prepared to go on a new, exciting life
journey, the opportunity will present itself.
The energy will be fast and furious. You can
work harmoniously with electrical gadgets
and new technologies. Break free of the
mundane and seek less conventional ways
of living.

You'll be tested today, Taurus, so brace yourself for the unexpected. A large piece of
your life is coming into question at this time,
and you're being forced to face the music. Is
this something that really rings true with
your inner being? If it is, you should be able
to deal with this challenge. If you're struggling, perhaps you should take this as a sign
that you need a major life change.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You have lots of energy at your disposal
today, Gemini, but it's erratic and powerful.
You have the stamina to make major
changes, and the opportunity to break free
from any restrictions that hold you back.
Embrace the new, fresh aspects of your life
that ring true to your freedom-loving nature.
Give your soul room to breathe as you take a
long walk in nature this afternoon.

It's time to take a bold step forward,
Cancer. Have confidence in yourself and all
the careful planning you've been painstakingly doing for the past few months.
Realize that much of this hard work is paying off, but only if you're willing to take the
next step. The opportunity is there. All you
need to do is jump on it.

You can't ask for a better day, Leo. Positive
energy is coming your way. You should look
for the opportunities that are right in front
of you. You may be going through some significant upheaval right now. Clear away all
the things that have limited you in the past.
The future is wide open. Empower yourself
to make the changes necessary to build
your life way you want it to be.

Be on your toes today, Virgo, and expect
the unexpected. People may be acting out
in rash, outlandish ways, so go with the
flow. As usual, you have a tremendous
ability to roll with the punches and still
come out unscathed. Just take care that
someone else isn't grabbing the reins.
Stay laid-back while maintaining control
of your actions.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

If you've put in your time and done your
homework, this day can prove very rewarding, Libra. Watch out for incredible opportunities hiding nearby. You have a great deal of
physical energy today, although you may
find it erratic and a bit out of control. Break
free of anything that seems to be binding
you. Shed the chains and live the way you
want to live.

You may find people very stubborn today,
so take care, Scorpio. Arguments can
explode out of nowhere, so have your helmet ready. Think before you act and don't
feel pressured to get involved in something that makes you feel uncomfortable.
Remember that it's OK to just walk away.
No one will win the boxing match, so
don't even get in the ring.

Initiate a major change in your life, Sagittarius.
Break free of the humdrum and launch into
something exciting. Take part in an online class
that expands your mind. Consider yoga, tarot,
or any form of martial arts. You have a
tremendous amount of energy today. It will
help you maintain confidence and endurance
as you do the groundwork to put this new lifeenhancing endeavor in motion.

Action is the word of the day. Whether
you're initiating it or feeling the brunt of
it, you'll be caught up in the vortex of it.
Try not to lose your tempter today,
Capricorn, and don't be surprised if people act rashly and insensitively. Perhaps
this is their way of saying they need you
and that your energy and input are important. Have confidence in your words.
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46. Athletic group
48. Traitor's crime
50. Mormon State
52. Cowboys' ropes
56. British queen
60. Bestow
61. Spouse's kin (hyph.)
62. African river
65. ____ wolf
66. Sharp
67. Individuals
68. Not up yet
69. Name tag
70. Dance move
71. "Wish You ____ Here"

DOWN

ACROSS
1. Sting
5. Surrealism's Salvador ____
9. T-bone, e.g.
14. Diva's offering
15. Plow-pulling animals
16. Stage
17. "____ we forget"
18. Well-groomed
19. Weird
20. Capital of Oregon

22. Fatherly
24. "____ the Beautiful"
27. Area ____
28. Separate
30. Faction
34. Calamity
37. Romance
38. Revered person
39. Sneer at
42. ____ belt
43. Christmas toymaker
44. Ship harbors

1. Chip dip
2. Dairy product
3. Theater walkway
4. Fabric
5. ____ Quixote
6. Logger's tool
7. Jump
8. Unbroken
9. Drive too fast
10. "____ Something About Mary"
11. Merit
12. Korea's locale
13. Ship's bottom
21. Young lady
23. Foot digit
25. Folding beds
26. Actor ____ Guinness
29. Got up

31. Water container
32. Winter garment
33. Toddlers
34. Weight loss plan
35. Loafing
36. Settee
40. Genuine
41. Astronauts' gp.
42. Daughter's husband (hyph.)
45. Skin opening
47. Undergo genetic alteration
48. Pitch
49. Horned animals, for short
51. Drying cloth
53. Mud brick
54. Photocopier liquid
55. Stockholm resident
56. Laboratory bottle
57. Machu Picchu native
58. Association
59. Slangy negative
63. Confederate general
64. Psychic inits.
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Saurabh takes five-for as India A
clinch ‘Test series’ with 113-run win

Bengaluru, Sep 18 (PTI):
Left-arm
spinner
Saurabh Kumar grabbed
five wickets to play a big
role in India A's series
clinching 113-run victory
over New Zealand A in the
third and final 'Unofficial
Test' here on Sunday.

The target of 416 was
out of question but New
Zealand A at one point did
look like trying to play for
a draw before they lost the
last five wickets for less
than 50 runs to be bowled
out for 302 in 85.2 overs.
Saurabh, who has been
on the fringes of the sen-

ior national team, had figures of 5/103 in 27.2 overs
and a match-haul of nine
wickets, having picked up
four in the first innings.
The interesting aspect of
Saurabh's scalps were all
came through leg-before
decision, with at least
three being arm balls to

Duleep Trophy: South Zone crush North
by 645 runs, set up title date with West
Coimbatore, Sep 18 (PTI):

the right-handers.
Sarfaraz Khan (2/48),
who had a disappointing
series with the bat, did
play a significant hand as
his leg-breaks got rid of
senior international Mark
Chapman (45), who shared
shared 82 runs for the
fourth wicket with centu-

Dutch beat
Americans to
finish top of Davis
Cup Finals group
Glasgow, Sep 18 (AP):

Left-arm orthodox spinner R Sai Kishore's maiden match haul of 10 wickets ensured a staggering
645-run victory for South
Zone over North to set up a
clash with West Zone in
the Duleep Trophy final
starting on Wednesday.
The margin of victory was
one of the highest in
Indian first-class cricket.
West Zone also won
their semi-final in commanding fashion beating
Central Zone by a comfortable 279-run margin. The
final will be played in
Coimbatore
from
September 21, and it will
be a five-day affair.
In the South versus
North game, the contest
was killed by the winning
team's batters when they
piled up a mammoth 630/8
declared in their first innings, riding on hundreds
from
opener
Rohan
Kunnummal,
skipper
Hanuma Vihari and Ricky
Bhui.
Once North were all out
for 207 in their first innings,
courtesy
Sai
Kishore's 7/70, the writing
was on the cards.
South didn't enforce follow-on and scored 316/4,
piling on North's misery
by giving them an improbable target of 740 to chase.

On the final day, North
were bowled out for 94 in
30.4 overs with Sai Kishore
(3/28),
off-spinner
Krishnappa
Gautham
(3/50) and another slow
left-armer,
Tanay
Thyagarajan (3/12), sharing the spoils.
It was a match that belonged to Sai Kishore for
his stupendous effort
(10/98 in 39 overs) as the
pitch wasn't difficult to bat
on. Sai Kishore varied his
pace and lengths to trouble
the North batters with
only opener Yash Dhull (59
off 58 balls) showing some

counter-attacking
instincts. The innings was
terminated at the fall of
ninth wicket as Navdeep
Saini, who has been declared unfit by the BCCI,
didn't come out to bat. As
many as eight North batters failed to reach double
figures.
Brief Scores: South
Zone 630/8 decl & 316/4
decl. North Zone 207 &
(target 740) 94 all out in
30.4 overs (Yash Dhull 59,
R Sai Kishore 3/28, K
Gowtham 3/50, Tanay
Thayagrajan 3/12). SZ won
by 645 runs.

Botic van de Zandschulp
and Tallon Griekspoor
won their singles against
Americans Taylor Fritz
and Tommy Paul for the
Netherlands to finish top
of their Davis Cup Finals
group with a 2-1 win.
Van de Zandschulp settled the tie when he defeated Fritz, the world No. 12,
6-4, 7-6 (3) after Griekspoor
opened with a 7-5, 7-6 (3)
victory over Paul.
The Dutch had an unassailable 2-0 lead, then
Rajeev Ram and Jack Sock
earned some compensation for the Americans by
winning their doubles
against Wesley Koolhof
and Matwe Middelkoop.
The United States and
Netherlands were already
assured of reaching the
quarterfinals with two
wins each in Group D. As
group winner, the Dutch
next face the runner-up in
Group C, either Australia
or Germany.
The U.S. will play the
Group A winner, most likely Italy. The Italians play
on Sunday in Bologna
against Sweden.
Also
on
Saturday,
Croatia
defeated
Argentina 3-0 for its second win after losing its
opener to Italy.

rion Joe Carter (111). More
than the number of runs,
the pair had batted for 20
overs and taken the game
into the second session
with New Zealand A comfortably placed at 197 for
three. Chapman was holed
out while trying to attack
Sarfaraz. The bowler got a
second wicket with a googly that trapped Robert
O'Donnell (19) plumb infront. Once New Zealand
A were 222/5 with still a
couple of hours play left, it
became easier for Saurabh
to step up the pressure as
he started attacking the
stumps more, forcing the
Black Caps second team to
go on the defensive.
Carter, who defied the
Indian attack was finally
cleaned up by Mukesh
Kumar before Saurabh
came back to trap Jacob
Duffy leg before.
Brief Scores: India A
293 and 359/7 decl vs New
Zealand A 237 and (target
416) 302 (Joe Carter 111,
Mark
Chapman
45,
Saurabh Kumar 5/103,
Sarfaraz Khan 2/48).

Kohli makes his intent clear
in India’s first practice session
Mohali, Sep 18 (PTI):
Pull shots off the fast
bowlers and stepping out
against spinners was the
order of the day as Virat
Kohli nicely warmed up
for the T20s against
Australia with an extensive net session here on
Sunday.
Kohli, as often is the
case, was among the first
ones who headed into the
nets. The focus was clearly
on playing the short ball as
he faced a barrage of rising deliveries in his 45minute session.
Having roared back to
form with a much awaited
hundred in Asia Cup, the
spring in Kohli's stride
was palpable.
The star batter had
stepped out to even the
likes of Rashid Khan in
the Asia Cup displaying
supreme confidence. He
was in a similar mindset
in the nets on Sunday,
charging down to the spinners for those straight hits
down the ground.
He struck that hundred
against Afghanistan as an
opener, igniting the debate
over his batting slot.
Whether he bats at the top

or his usual number three
spot, Kohli realises the
need to attack from the get
go in the shortest format.
Kohli is ready to get out
of his comfort zone to follow the team's new template and a rare sweep shot
during the Asia Cup is a
testimony to that.

One of his finest T20 innings, 82 not out versus
Australia in the 2016 World
T20, came here at his very
ground and now with his
form and confidence back,
fans can expect another
special knock from him
against the same opponents on Tuesday.

Rohit wants players to exit comfort zone
Mohali, Sep 18 (PTI):
With the T20 World Cup
squad already picked,
India
skipper
Rohit
Sharma wants his players
to get out of their comfort
zone and explore new
things about their game in
the six home games
against Australia and
South Africa ahead of the
ICC showpiece next month.
Rohit feels players can
now afford to extend their
'limits' without the pressure of selection.
The management will be
giving rest to the likes of
Hardik
Pandya,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Arshdeep Singh over the
six games but by and large
it will have a full squad at
its disposal.
Rohit's comments come
in the backdrop of its Asia
Cup campaign in which
the team management experimented quite a bit and
copped criticism for that.
"I wanted to bring security in the team that is why
we announced the team for
both the series before the
World Cup (Australia and
South Africa). In Asia Cup
also we more less had the
same team," said Rohit
ahead of the series opener
against Australia.
"In these six games we
want to keep trying what
we can achieve with different styles. It is all about
going out and trying to find

ways of exploring ourselves but there is no limit
to trying new things. You
can extend yourself in so
many directions to achieve
so many things for the

team."
Virat Kohli went out of
his comfort zone during
the Asia Cup and played a
rare sweep shot and Rohit
wants even the bowlers to

push their limits.
"We will keep encouraging people to be more expressive. For example
someone who doesn't play
reverse sweep, can he play
that and see if he can do it
right. Someone can hit
down the ground, things
you are not comfortable
doing, you do that and see
what happens.
"When you go into the
World Cup you should have
all these answers. For
bowlers, they can try opening the spell with a yorker
or a bouncer," said the skipper.
After the early exit from
the T20 World Cup last
year, India were forced to
change their batting approach and Rohit said the
team will continue to play
aggressive and in case it
loses early wickets, the
back up plan is in place.
"We will continue to play
like that. That is something
we spoke quite clearly at
the start of my (captaincy
tenure) and everyone is
comfortable with that. At
the same time we know our
second line of defence if
we are in trouble. We spend
a lot of time talking about
these things," he said.
"Guys are very clear if
we are 10 for three how we
need to bat. If we are 50 for
no loss, how we need to bat.
These have been discussed
at length, it is just about executing now."

Tim David

Can’t wait to see David in action: Cummins FIFA official inaugurates Umesh replaces Shami in India

Mohali, Sep 18 (PTI):
All set for his much-anticipated international
debut against India,
Singapore-bor n
Australian hard-hitting
batter Tim David has
made everyone excited, including their pace spearhead Pat Cummins.
A sought-after powerhitter in franchise cricket,
the 6-feet 5-inches batter
caught the headlines when
five-time IPL champions
Mumbai Indians snapped
him for Rs 8.25 crore at the
IPL 2022 auction.

"We are here in Mohali,
we just had our first training session as a team out
there on the oval. Really
good session, Great to see
the new face, on his first
ever Aussie tour -- Tim
David around. He hit a lot
of long balls. I can't wait to
see him in action,"
Cummins
told
cricket.com.au
after
Saturday's practice session.
The reigning T20I champions will take on India in
a three-match series beginning here on Tuesday.
"Great to be back in

India for the first time
since COVID. Can't wait to
see all the fans. They are
always crazy over here.
Hopefully some packed
stadiums here, It's always
a lot of fun. You feel like a
billion people are watching, so I can't wait for it."
With Marcus Stoinis
ruled out because of a side
strain, the 26-year-old
David looks set for his
Australian debut. At the
nets, he was seen whacking the balls all around the
park.
In a forgettable season
where MI finished at the
bottom of the table, David
showed glimpses of his
power-hitting, scoring 186
runs at a strike rate of
216.28.
Terming him the "X factor", the Australian Test
skipper further said: "(He)
goes about it slightly differently, so look forward to
it."
"Great to see David get
his chance. He has been
right up there with the
best in the world, batting
in the middle-order of T20
cricket is a really tough
spot to bat," Cummins
later said in a virtual
media interaction.

U-17 Women’s WC
legacy initiative

Mumbai, Sep 18 (PTI):
FIFA's head of women's
football
development
Arijana Demirovic inaugurated the U-17 Women's
World Cup legacy initiative
-- referee education scholarship programme -- with
32 female participants here
on Saturday.
The tournament is
scheduled to held in the
country from October 11 to
October 30. Arijana was accompanied by All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
secretary general Shaji
Prabhakaran.
"It is imperative that the
development of football be
encompassing. The FIFA
U-17 World Cup is already
encouraging female participation at the grassroots
through its legacy initiative, the coach education
scholarship programme,
and the referee education
scholarship programme is
another key step towards
equal representation," said
Arijana. "As women's football is developing the world

over in terms of viewership at the elite level and
participation at the grassroots, it is only natural for
the next step to be an increased number of female
referees. "We are, thus,
very pleased with this initiative and believe it will
leave a positive footprint in
the ecosystem of Indian
football," she added.
Prabhakaran believes
that initiatives such as the
referee education scholarship programme will inspire more women to
choose football as a career.
"Development
of
women's football and increased representation are
key areas of focus for holistic growth of football in
India.
The
Referee
Education Scholarship
Programme is a step in
that direction," he said.
"The 32 candidates of
this programme are representative of the huge pool
of women within the current ecosystem who are up
and willing to pursue a career in football.

PULSE POLIO DRIVE

squad for Australia series
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):
The seasoned Umesh
Yadav was on Sunday drafted into the Indian team as
veteran seamer Mohammed
Shami's replacement for the
three-match T20I series
against Australia.
Shami was ruled out of
the rubber, starting on
Tuesday, late on Saturday
night after he had tested
positive for COVID-19.
"Fast bowler Mohd.
Shami will not be able to
take part in the upcoming
three-day Mastercard T20I
series against Australia
after testing positive for
COVID-19. The All-India
Senior Selection Committee
has named Umesh Yadav as
his replacement," the BCCI
said in a statement.
The Board also said that
pacer Navdeep Saini has
been ruled out of the upcoming three-match oneday series between India A
and New Zealand A after
sustaining a right groin injury on the first day of the
ongoing Duleep Trophy
semi-final match between
North Zone and South Zone.

UP CM Yogi Adityanath administers polio drops to a child, at his official residence
in Lucknow, Sunday.

Rlys’ new device
checks real-time
seat availability
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI): The
Railways' new hand-held terminals (HHTs), meant for computerised on-board ticket
checking and allotment of vacant berths, facilitated an average of nearly 7,000 unconfirmed ticket-holders get confirmed seats on trains daily in
the last four months, data
shows. The HHTs, which come
in the size if an iPad, have passenger reservation charts for
trains already loaded in them.
Instead of going through paper
charts like before, ticket checking staff can just browse
through these devices for realtime updates on bookings as
these are connected to the passenger reservation system central server. So, if a passenger
with a reserved ticket does not
turn up or cancels their journey
at the last minute, the vacant
berth is displayed on the HHT
device which enables the train
ticket examiner (TTE) to allot it
to a wait-listed passenger or a
reservation against cancellation (RAC) passenger on board.

P Chidambaram

Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram on Sunday
favoured a consensus for
the post of the AICC chief
and asserted that Rahul
Gandhi will always have a
"pre-eminent place" in the
party irrespective of
whether he is president as
he is the "acknowledged

Kendrapara, Sep 18 (PTI):
The Bhitarkanika National
Park played host to over one
lakh migrant water birds this
monsoon, a rise of seven per
cent, as the sanctuary re-established itself as one of the
most congenial breeding
grounds in Odisha for the
winged guests, officials said
on Sunday.
The arrival of these avian
species at the wildlife sanctuary in Kendrapara district was
delayed this time as the spell
of rain was not uniform, he
said. "Still, we've spotted an
impressive congregation of
the monsoon birds along the
mangrove covers of the
park," the official said. The
enumerators counted 1.16
lakh birds this year in comparison to 1.09 lakh in 2021.
Prominent among those arriving for nesting are herons,
darters and egrets. Minimal
human interference, ideal climatic conditions and the river
system have led to the flocking of these delicate chirpy
winged species, said the official of the Rajnagar mangrove
division.

Aerobatic display by IAF,
tourists enthralled
Puri, Sep 18 (PTI):
The Indian Air Force
conducted a scintillating
display of aerobatics here
over the Bay of Bengal on
Sunday to commemorate
75 years of the country's
Independence. Nine aircraft of the Suryakiran
Aerobatic Team of the
Eastern Air Command
conducted the aerobatic
display off the Blue Flag
Beach here in the morning and was witnessed by
thousands of enthralled
tourists to the seaside pilgrim town.
Odisha
Governor
Ganeshi Lal attended the
event, which drew loud
cheers from the people.
The
fleet
of
the
Suryakiran aircraft made
several flypasts and conducted manoeuvres like
the arrow, rocket roll, diamond and synchro. In one
of the moves, an aircraft

People look on as IAF’s Surya Kiran team fly Hawk MK-132
aircrafts in a formation during an air show, in Puri, Sunday.
even flew upside down
and did spins as it returned.
In a thrilling display of
crossovers, two Sryakiran

aircraft came face to face
from opposite directions
at over 1,500 kmph and
then flew apart to the left
and right leaving the

spectators spell bound.
The aerobatic team could
not, however, perform
some formations as there
was limited visibility due
to the presence of monsoon clouds.
A team member said
that during a similar exercise over the Kuakhai
river
bank
in
Bhubaneswar on Friday
it was not possible to drop
to a lower height due to
the buildings nearby. "But
in the sea off Puri we
were able to fly the aircraft at 100-300 feet," she
told reporters after the
show.
"The weather was bad
in the morning, but we
are so glad that we managed to hold the show,"
she added. The IAF had
held an air show in
Cuttack in 2016 to mark
the birth centenary of
former chief minister
Biju Patnaik.

5 decades on, residential complex in Chh’garh ‘Keep BJP out of power to
safeguard Constitution’
still stands testimony to India-Russia bond
Hyderabad, Sep. 18 (PTI):

Tikeshwar Patel
Bhilai, Sep 18 (PTI): A
walk through the heart of
'steel city' Bhilai in
Chhattisgarh leads to a
beautifully landscaped residential colony which
came up for Russians in
late 1970s. Located in the
middle of wide roads lined
with lush green trees, the
premises named Russian
Complex' still stands firmly, symbolising the bond
between India and Russia,
though no Russians live
there any more.
The history of the complex, located 40 kilometres
from capital Raipur, is related to the Bhilai Steel
Plant (BSP), one of the
first integrated steel units
set up in the country in
1950s with the collaboration of the then Soviet
Union.
Dr
Rajendra
Prasad, the then President

‘Cong president or not, Rahul will always
have pre-eminent place in party’

New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI):

Monsoon water
birds flock
Bhitarkanika
in droves

leader" of the rank and file.
So far, Rahul Gandhi has
declined to take on the
mantle of party presidency
but may change his mind,
the former Union minister
and Congress Working
Committee member said,
just days ahead of the notification of polls to elect the
AICC chief.
In an interview with
PTI, Chidambaram said
there was no occasion for
any controversy over the
fairness and transparency
of the party president polls
and asserted that had central election authority
chairman Madhusudan
Mistry's last statement on
the concerns of some of
the leaders come on the
first day, the matter would
have stood resolved.

Russian Complex, a residential colony built in late 1970s
for Russians working in Bhilai Steel Plant, in Bhilai.

Ludmila Mukherjee, a
Russian national living
in Bhilai.

of India, inaugurated the
BSP in 1959 in Bhilai in the
undivided
Madhya
Pradesh and now located
in Chhattisgarh's Durg district. The plant attracted a
large number of people
from other states including
Bihar, West Bengal and
Andhra Pradesh for jobs,

in the plant. In February
1955, an agreement was
signed between India and
the Soviet Union for the integrated iron and steel
plant in Bhilai and since
then the influx of Russians
started here, retired BSP
officials told PTI. During
the initial days, engineers

which gave rise to a cosmopolitan culture and the
Bhilai sector area township with multiple facilities. As the plant was built
with Russian technology,
technicians and experts
from that country also
stayed here for more than
four decades and worked

and experts from Russia
along with their Indian
counterparts stayed in
Durg circuit house where
tents were also set up for
accommodating them, said
Kiran Kapoor, who retired
as executive director (material management) from
the BSP in 2010.
They were later shifted
to Bhilai Niwas, which is
now known as Bhilai
Hotel'. In late 1970s, the
sprawling
Russian
Complex, which had 153
houses, was built for them
in Sector-7 of the Bhilai
township, he said. "I had a
lot of friends in the
Russian Complex. We
never felt like outsiders as
they mixed up with us and
even celebrated Indian festivals. Like me, other
Indians who worked in the
plant used to spend time
with the Russians there,"
Kapoor said.

CPI (M) general secretary Sitaram Yechury on
Sunday said BJP should be
kept out of power to safeguard the Constitution and
guaranteed rights to people, Speaking to reporters
here, he said the saffron
party has no role in
Hyderabad Liberation and
is trying to distort history.
"If you want to save India
as a secular, democratic republic, if you want to safeguard
the
Indian
Constitution and guaranteed rights are provided to
the people, if I want to ensure that official agencies
are not misused to be the
political pals of the ruling
party, you have to keep the
BJP away from wielding
political power and government control," he said replying to a query.
He said Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) rally on

Sitaram Yechury
September 25 and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar's meetings with various leaders are some of
the initiatives to bring in
secular parties for a common agenda. Yechury said
the BJP is trying to create
confusion on the annexure
of Hyderabad State by distorting facts. He said the
BJP wants to come into
power in Telangana.

Pune bakery dishes out
unique red guava cake

Pune, Sep 18 (PTI):
Farmers growing the
red guava fruit in
Purandar tehsil of Pune
district have a reason to
cheer as the iconic
Kayani Bakery here is
now using their produce
in making a unique cake.
The fruit variety named

'Ratnadeep Guava' is traditionally grown by
farmers in Purandar
tehsil of Maharashtra
and has a high demand in
the market due to its
soothing taste and dark
pink pulp inside.
Farmers who grow the
'Ratnadeep Guava' variety
in the region have associated with Pune's Kayani
Bakery, famous for its
Shrewsberry biscuits and
other products, to introduce a unique eggless
guava preparation with
the brand name 'Purandar
Peru Cake'. A co-owner of
the bakery claimed this
cake, which they started
making since last month,
has been receiving a huge
response from customers.

Cheetahs from Namibia soak in
ambience of new home in India
Appear to be at ease after initial hesitation
Sheopur (MP), Sep 18 (PTI):
Rishi Dhawan has been
named as Saini's replacement in the India A squad.
"He (Saini) is ruled out of
the ongoing tournament
and also from the upcoming
three-match one-day series
between India A and New
Zealand A. Saini will now
head to the NCA for further
management of his injury."
Umesh, who played the
last of his seven T20Is in
2019 against Australia, was
back in the scheme of
things after recovering from
a quadriceps injury he suffered during his county
stint in England. The 35year-old Umesh's comeback

is nothing short of a fairytale as his county stint with
Middlesex was cut short by
the quadriceps injury.
He had a terrific first leg
in the 2022 IPL for Kolkata
Knight Riders when he
swung the ball at great pace.
For Middlesex, he impressed at the Royal London
Cup in which he took 16
wickets in seven List A
games, including a five-for
and a four-wicket haul.
"Umesh was doing his
rehab at the NCA after he
came back and it was not a
tear, so he has now recovered and is fit to play," a
BCCI source had told PTI.

The eight cheetahs from
Namibia, who were released
into
Madhya
Pradesh's Kuno National
Park (KNP) a day ago,
seemed to be slowly adapting to the new environment as they were seen
strolling in their quarantine enclosure on Sunday
and soaking in the ambience with curiosity.
Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi
on
Saturday released these
cheetahs brought from the
African country into a
quarantine enclosure at
the KNP in Sheopur dis-

trict as part of a project to
revive the population of
the animal which became
extinct in India in 1952. At
the time of their release,
the spotted big cats looked
hesitant as they took in the
new environment with a
look of curiosity mixed

with bafflement. As the
door of its cage slid open,
the first of the eight cheetahs hesitated for a moment or two before stepping out onto the grass. It
then ran, came to a halt
near a tree and scanned the
surroundings, its new

home 8000 km away from
its native Namibia, by
turning the neck in every
direction. But the initial
hesitation appeared to be
fading on their second day
in the new country.
All the eight cheetahs five female and three male,
named Obaan, Freddy,
Savannah, Asha, Cibili,
Saisa and Sasha, looked fit
and fine and drank water
kept at their quarantine
enclosure in the KNP on
Sunday. They were seen
wandering and resting in
their new habitat. These
fastest land animals were
seen looking around the
new surroundings.
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