
Taj photoshoot
AAggrraa:: A US-based hearing
aid company has tendered
an apology for carrying
out a product photoshoot
on the Taj Mahal premis-
es, a senior
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) official said on
Friday. He said the compa-
ny has informed that the
photographs would not be
put to commercial use.
According to Supreme
Court guidelines, any 
kind of commercial 
activity is prohibited on
the Taj Mahal premises.

HC judge quits
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The govern-
ment has notified the res-
ignation of Justice
Rameshwar Vyas, a judge
of the Rajasthan High
Court. Vyas, who was ele-
vated to the high court in
March 2020, was due to
superannuate on
September 10. His resig-
nation came into effect
from the afternoon of
August 31, 2022. “Shri
Justice Rameshwar Vyas
has tendered his resigna-
tion from the office of
Judge of the High Court
of Rajasthan, in pur-
suance of proviso (a) to
clause (1) of Article 217
of the Constitution, with
effect from 31.08.2022
afternoon,” read a 
notification issued by the
government on
September 13.

Patel elevated 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former Union
minister Praful Patel has
been elevated as vice
president of Sharad
Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party, a party
statement said on Friday.
Pawar, 81, was re-elected
as president of the
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) at its nation-
al convention held at the
Talkatora Stadium here
on Sunday. Pawar was
then authorised to name
the national office-bear-
ers and working commit-
tee of the party.

Blast 
JJaammmmuu:: A low-intensity
blast occurred outside
the house of a District
Development Council
member in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch district,
officials said on Friday.
No one was injured in the
blast that occurred late
on Thursday night, they
said. A mysterious blast
occurred outside the
house of DDC member
Sohail Malik in Fazlabad
village of Surankote
tehsil. Malik’s SUV, which
was parked on the road,
was damaged in the
blast, the officials said.

DURGA PUJA FESTIVAL

A clay idol of Goddess Durga being loaded into a truck for transportation ahead
of the Durga Puja festival, in Nadia, Friday.
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BRIEF

Tibetan spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama sits on his cere-
monial chair as he gives a

religious talk at the
Tsuglakhang temple in

Dharamshala.
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New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday suggested that the
Centre assist the medical
students who had re-
turned to the country from
Ukraine in view of the
war with Russia by creat-
ing a web portal giving de-
tails of the foreign univer-
sities, where they could
complete their courses as
per the government’s aca-
demic mobility pro-
gramme. A bench of
Justices Hemant Gupta
and Sudhanshu Dhulia
said that there should be a
transparent system and
the web portal should
specify complete details of
the fees and the number of
seats available in the alter-
native foreign universities
from where they could
complete their courses.

At the outset, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre said
that he is not taking an ad-
versarial stand and sought
time to get instruction
from the government on
the suggestions of the

bench. The bench posted
the matter for further
hearing on September 23.

The top court was hear-
ing a batch of petitions
filed by students, who are
undergraduate medical
students of first to fourth-
year batches in their re-
spective foreign medical
colleges/universities, who
are primarily seeking
transfer to medical col-
leges in India in their re-
spective semesters.

The Centre, in its affi-
davit filed on Thursday,
said that they (students)
cannot be accommodated
in medical colleges here
for lack of provisions
under the law and till now,
no permission has been
given by the National
Medical Commission
(NMC) to transfer or ac-
commodate any foreign
medical students in any
Indian medical insti-
tute/University.

It, however, had said
that to aid and assist such
returnee students who
could not complete their
MBBS courses in Ukraine,

NMC in consultation with
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has issued a
Public Notice dated
September 6, 2022 (aca-
demic mobility pro-
gramme), indicating that
NMC would accept com-
pletion of their remaining
courses in other countries
(with the approval of par-
ent university/Institution
in Ukraine).

The government said
that after such completion
of their remaining cours-
es, the certificate, of
course, completion/degree
is expected to be issued by
the parent institutions in
Ukraine.

It added that in the pub-
lic notice dated September
6, the phrase “global mo-
bility” cannot be interpret-
ed to mean accommoda-
tion of these students in
Indian colleges
/Universities, as the ex-
tant regulations in India
do not permit migration of
students from foreign uni-
versities to India.

“The aforesaid Public
notice cannot be used as a

back door entry in Indian
colleges/Universities of-
fering UG courses”, it said.

The government further
said, “It is humbly submit-
ted that in so far as such
students are concerned,
there are no such provi-
sions either under the
Indian Medical Council
Act, 1956 or the National
Medical Commission Act,
2019 as well as the
Regulations to accommo-
date or transfer medical
students from any foreign
medical institutes/col-
leges to Indian medical
colleges”.

It referred to the allega-
tions of the students that
even though public notice
of September 6, conveys
no objection to the aca-
demic mobility pro-
gramme, which is a tempo-
rary relocation of the af-
fected foreign students in
different foreign countries
globally, it is not clear as to
whether Indian universi-
ties are also included in
the realm of “Universities
in different countries glob-
ally”.

Lakhimpur Kheri, Sep 16
(PTI): The Uttar Pradesh
Police is mulling over slap-
ping the stringent National
Security Act against the six
people arrested for the rape
and murder of two Dalit
sisters in the state’s
Lakhimpur Kheri. The sis-
ters, aged 15 and 17, were
found hanging from a tree
in a sugarcane field on
Wednesday evening. The
National Security Act
(NSA) allows the detention
of people up to one year
without any charge. “We
are mulling to impose the
NSA on the six accused per-
sons. Apart from this, DNA
samples of the six accused
persons and the two girls

will also be sent for an ex-
a m i n a t i o n , ”
Superintendent of Police
Sanjiv Suman told PTI on
Friday. Suman said none of
the accused is minor, dis-
missing reports of the kin
of some of them making
the claiming. Meanwhile,
Assistant District
Government Counsel
Brijesh Pandey said the ac-
cused were produced be-
fore a POCSO court, which
sent them to a 14-day judi-
cial custody. District
Magistrate Mahendra
Bahadur Singh on Friday
told reporters that the mon-
etary relief of Rs 8.25 lakh
each has been released in
favour of the girls’ family.

Ahmedabad, Sep 16 (PTI):

A court in Ahmedabad
on Friday sentenced
Gujarat Congress’s work-
ing president and MLA
Jignesh Mevani and 18
others to six months’
simple imprisonment in
a 2016 case of rioting.

The case was related to
a road blockade agitation
staged by Mevani and his
associates.

Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
P N Goswami, who also
imposed a fine on
Mevani and others, sus-
pended their sentence till
October 17 to enable
them file appeals. The

case was registered
against Mevani and 19
others at the University
police station here in
2016 for staging road
blockade to press their
demand that an under-
construction building of
the law department of
Gujarat University be
named for Dr B R
Ambedkar.

The First Information
Report was registered
under Indian Penal Code
sections 143 (unlawful as-
sembly) and 147 (rioting)
as well as sections of the
Gujarat Police Act. One
of the accused died dur-
ing the pendency of the
case.

Lucknow/Unnao, Sep 16
(PTI): Heavy rains
brought down walls in
parts of Uttar Pradesh on
Friday, killing 13 people in-
cluding nine labourers
who were buried alive
under the debris in the
state capital. The state gov-
ernment has announced
financial assistance of Rs
4 lakh to the families of
the deceased. In Lucknow,
an under-construction
boundary wall of an Army
enclave collapsed follow-
ing overnight rains, leav-
ing nine labourers dead
and one injured, police
said. “Some labourers
were living in huts outside
an Army enclave in the
Dilkusha area. Owing to

heavy overnight rains, the
boundary wall of the
Army enclave collapsed,”
Joint Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order)

Piyush Mordia told PTI.
“We reached the spot
around 3 am. Nine bodies
were pulled out from the
debris.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday said
it has frozen Rs 46.67 crore
funds of merchant entities
kept in four online pay-
ment gateway accounts of
Easebuzz, Razorpay,
Cashfree and Paytm after
it carried out raids this
week against a “Chinese-
controlled” investment
token app.

The funds have been
frozen under the anti-
money laundering law.

The latest action comes
after the agency earlier
this month raided the
Bengaluru premises of

Razorpay, Paytm and
Cashfree over alleged ir-
regularities in the opera-
tions of instant app-based
loan giving companies
“controlled” by Chinese
persons and later similar
seizure order for Rs 17
crore funds kept in their
accounts was issued.

The latest searches were
launched on September 14
at multiple premises of
the accused in Delhi,
Mumbai, Ghaziabad,
Lucknow and Gaya in a
money laundering case
being probed against an
app-based token called
HPZ and its related enti-
ties. Sixteen premises of

banks and payment gate-
ways in Delhi, Gurugram,
Mumbai, Pune, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Jaipur,
Jodhpur and Bengaluru
were also searched by the
ED officers as part of the
same operation, the feder-
al agency said in a state-
ment.

The ED case, filed under
criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
stems from an October,
2021 FIR filed against the
accused company and its
linked persons by the
cyber crime unit of the
Kohima Police in
Nagaland.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

The ED on Friday
launched fresh raids at
about 40 locations across
the country as part of a
money laundering inves-
tigation into alleged ir-
regularities in the now
scrapped Delhi Excise
Policy, official sources
said.

The searches are being
conducted at premises
linked to liquor business-
men, distributors and
supply chain networks in
Nellore and some other
cities in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and Delhi-NCR, they said.
The action started early
morning with agency

teams being escorted by
police personnel at the lo-
cations being searched by
them.

This is the second
round of raids by the fed-
eral agency in this case

after it first conducted
searches on September 6
at about 40 locations
across the country in-
cluding that of some
Punjab government ex-
cise department officers.

CChhaannddiiggaarrhh,,  SSeepp  1166  ((PPTTII))::
Former chief minister and
Punjab Lok Congress chief
Amarinder Singh will join the
BJP next week, a party
spokesperson said on Friday.
Singh will also merge his newly
formed party with the BJP.

He had floated the Punjab
Lok Congress (PLC) last year
after quitting the Congress fol-
lowing his unceremonious exit
as chief minister. Singh (80)
will join the BJP in the presence
of party president JP Nadda
and other leaders in Delhi.

Seven former MLAs and one
former MP, who joined the PLC,
will be among those to follow
Singh on Monday, PLC
spokesperson Pritpal Singh
Baliawal told PTI over phone.

Other office bearers and dis-
trict presidents of the PLC will

join the BJP in a separate event
in Chandigarh next week,
Baliawal added.

Singh, who recently
returned from London follow-
ing a spinal surgery, has met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in the past fortnight.

After his meeting with Shah
on September 12, Singh said he
held a very productive discus-
sion on various issues related
to national security, rising
cases of narco-terrorism in
Punjab and the future roadmap
for the state’s overall holistic
development.

Singh had conveyed his
intention to merge his party
with the BJP before departing
for London, senior Punjab BJP
leader Harjit Singh Grewal had
said in July.

Bhubaneswar, Sep 16 (PTI):

India will roll out its
first hydrogen-powered
train, designed, developed
and manufactured indige-
nously, on the next
Independence Day, Union
minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said.

India has been able to
build trains which are
among the best in the
world and the next big
thing will be when the hy-
drogen-powered train is
rolled out on August 15,
2023, the minister for rail-
ways, communication,
electronics and IT said
here at a programme.

The world’s first hydro-
gen-powered train was

rolled out in Germany last
month. This gas is an envi-
ronment-friendly fuel.

At the programme on
Thursday, the minister
said that a train, built at
the Integral Coach Factory
(ICF), Chennai, was re-
cently found to be among
the best five trains in the
world.

It moved at a speed of
180 km per hour which
amazed the world, he said.

This train is better than
all other trains on multi-
ple parameters. A glass of
water kept in the driver’s
cabin stays undisturbed
even when the train moves
at the maximum speed in-
dicating its stability,
Vaishnaw said.

Woman jumps
into well with two

children 
KKoorrbbaa:: A 23-year-old woman
allegedly committed suicide
by jumping into a well along
with her two children at a vil-
lage in Chhattisgarh’s Korba
district, police said on Friday.

Bodies of Girja Bai, her two-
year-old daughter Sania and
six-month-old son Siddhant,
were found floating in the well
near their house in Mangamar
village under Dipka police sta-
tion limits on Thursday, an
official said.

As per preliminary investi-
gation, Girja had left the
house with her children while
other family members were
asleep in the early hours of
Thursday, he said. The woman
took the children to the well
and jumped into it with them,
he said.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

As the Centre readies a
list of dos and don’ts for
social media influencers,
the thriving community
of individuals and com-
panies is contemplating
the challenges of a more
regulated’ future — and
it’s not all bad.

So whether it is podcast
host Vedant Kaushik or
marketing agency Pulp
Strategy — the two ends
of the influencer spec-
trum working towards
pushing trends with their
endorsement of products
ranging from makeup to
movies — both welcome
the move to streamline
the sector. The
Advertising Standards

Council of India (ASCI)
pegs the social media in-
fluencer industry at USD
150 million (approx Rs
1,200 crore).

The proposed guide-
lines will eradicate in one
go the vagueness on
whether a piece of con-
tent is sponsored or not...
We have laws and stan-
dards for TV, films, radio,
etc. why not for the mod-
ern medium of social
media, Kaushik, who has
nearly 60,000 followers on
Instagram, told PTI.

A certain adjustment
time may see some chaos.
In the long run, this will
lead to more responsible
behaviour in the digital
marketing ecosystem,
added Ambika Sharma,

Pulp Strategy’s founder
and managing editor.

The Department of
Consumer Affairs is ex-
pected to come out with
guidelines for the com-
munity in the next few
days, sources said.
Influencers with large fol-
lowers on social media
platforms such as
Instagram are endorsing
products after taking pay-
ments from brands, they
explained.

Soon, however, they
will be required to put a
disclaimer in their posts
when they endorse a
brand or are paid by a
brand for promotion, the
sources said. Violation of
these guidelines might at-
tract hefty penalties.

SC to Centre

‘Make portal to assist Ukraine returned medical
students in admissions to foreign colleges’

Jignesh Mevani sentenced to six
months in jail in 2016 rioting case

Lakhimpur Kheri rape-murder

Police mull slapping stringent
NSA against six accused

13 killed in incidents of wall 
collapse in UP amid heavy rains

Rescue work underway after the boundary wall of an
Army enclave collapsed due to heavy overnight rains,
in Lucknow, Friday.

ED conducts fresh raids at 40 location

Chinese loan apps

ED freezes over Rs 46-cr worth funds
kept in payment gateway accounts

India to roll out Hydrogen
powered train on next I-Day

Former Punjab CM Amarinder
Singh to join BJP next week

Boon or bane? Social influencers eye long
term gains of proposed dos and don’ts

Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
officials outside the residence of
MP Magunta Sreenivasulu Reddy
during a raid as part of a money

laundering investigation into
alleged irregularities in the now-

scrapped Delhi Excise Policy 
2021-22, in New Delhi, Friday.

Excise policy ‘scam’

ED questions Delhi
minister Satyendar

Jain in Tihar jail
New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday ques-
tioned Delhi minister and AAP
leader Satyendar Jain inside
the Tihar jail in a money laun-
dering probe linked to alleged
irregularities in the now-
scrapped excise policy, official
sources said.

Delhi liquor policy
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CT Mathew 
BBhhiillaaii::  Retired BSP em-
ployee CT Mathew left
for heavenly abode on
September 15. Funeral
procession will be taken
out from his residence
situated at Qr No 9/B,
Street 30, Sector 10 on
September 17 around

14:30 hrs and last rites of the mortal remains
will be performed at Nehru Nagar Christian
Cemetery. He was the father of Reena
Mathew, Rani Jacob, Raji Abraham and Remi
Thomas (Secretary, OA-BSP).

Shiv Narayan Soni 
BBhhiillaaii::  Retired BSP employee Shiv Narayan
Soni (Sambalpur wale) left for heavenly
abode on Wednesday. Funeral procession
was taken out from his residence situated
at Maithilpara, Durg on Thursday and last
rites of the mortal remains were per-
formed at Harnabandha Muktidham. He
was the father of journalist Shravan Soni
and grandfather of Ayush Soni.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1166:: PG Department of
Microbiology and Biotechnology,
Institutional Innovation Council,
Entrepreneurship Development Cell
and IQAC jointly organized a three-day
skill development program on
"Cultivation of Oyster Mushrooms" in
collaboration with Jan Sevak Samiti,
NGO, Sector-4. 

Dinesh Singh, Director of Jan
Sevak Samiti was the resource per-
son for the program. He explained
the technique of growing Oyster

mushrooms in a simple and cost-ef-
fective manner. Mushroom cultiva-
tion has emerged as a profitable busi-
ness with low-cost capital invest-

ment. Students were trained for vari-
ous steps in mushroom cultivation
which included spawn preparation,
sterilization of required materials,

preparation of bags and layering
method for maximum mushroom
yield.  The training program started
with an explanatory lecture session
about types, importance and applica-
tions of mushrooms. 

On the last day of program, stu-
dents were trained to prepare spawn
through mother culture which is con-
sidered as an important requirement
for any mushroom cultivation.  A total
of 44 participants were benefitted by
this skill development program.
Administrator of the college, Rev Fr Dr
Joshi Varghese and Principal, Dr MG
Roymon, appreciated the program. 

World Ozone Day observed at Bhilai Steel Plant

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1166:: Every year,
September 16 is celebrated as World
Ozone Day. The objective of cele-
brating Ozone day is to make people
aware of the Environmental con-
cerns. The theme for 'World ozone
day 2022' is 'Montreal Protocol@35:
global cooperation protecting life on

earth'. The theme not only encour-
ages sustainable development but
also recognises the wider impact of
the Montreal Protocol.  Tree planta-
tion activity was carried out by
Environment Management
Department at SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant to mark World Ozone Day at
PCB.  Plant on September 16, 2022.
Ashok Kumar, CGM (Projects), GA

Sorte, CGM (Utility), GY Sapkale,
CGM (Projects), DB Moitra, CGM
(Environment  Management) and
other Senior officials were present
on the occasion.  To mark World
Ozone Day, Poster making and
Slogan writing competition for BSP
Employees was organized by
Environment Management
Department. 

Skill Development Program on ‘Cultivation
of Oyster Mushroom’ organised

Team of Karnataka
appreciates Anganwadi

centers of Durg 
Bhilai, Sep 16: In coordina-

tion with Tata Trust,

UNICEF and Department of

Women and Child

Development, a team of

Karnataka state oversaw var-

ious activities conducted in

Anganwadi Centers of Durg

district. The team was led by

Prabhakar, Deputy Director,

Karnataka State Women and

Child Development

Department. The team con-

sisted of 02 Project Officers

from Karnataka State, Tata

Trusts and CLR representa-

tives. This team visited the

model Anganwadi center op-

erating in village Mohalai.

During the visit, they exam-

ined the quality of food mate-

rial served in breakfast and

lunch to the children in the

Anganwadi centers. They

oversaw the ECCE activities

being carried out by the

Anganwadi workers. During

the visit, the kids of 03 to 06

years age group recited

poems and presented songs.

The team members also tast-

ed the Chhattisgarhi cuisine

prepared with locally avail-

able ingredients. The team

also inspected the Suposhan

Vatika built with the help of

the public at the Anganwadi

center and inquired about

the vegetables and fruits

planted here.
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CRA and JSPL providing opportunity to budding shooters: Hora
Raipur, Sep 16: The winners
and the runner’s up in the
state-level Shooting competi-
tion were felicitated by the
General Secretary COA
Gurucharan Singh Hora and
President JSPL Raipur
Pradeep Tandon in 21 different
events with medals.

In the event organised joint-
ly by Chhattisgarh Rifle
Association (CRA) and Jindal

Steel at the shooting range
of4th Battalion Mana camp the

winners were presented with
medals. Speaking on the occa-
sion General Secy. COA
Gurucharan Singh Hora said
that by holding this state-level
competition, CRA and Jindal
Steel provided opportunity to
budding shooters from the
state and extended greetings to
all for participating in the

event. President JSPL Raipur
plant Pradeep Tandon also
hailed the organization of this
competition and said that Jindal
is organizing this since 2002 and
so all are getting better opportu-
nity. General Secy. COA Hora
also tried his hand on a pistol in
the competition and to which all
appreciated.

Explore possibilities for palm oil production: Amitabh Jain
Raipur, Sep 16: The meet-
ing of the advisory commit-
tee of Chirag project was
held under the chairman-
ship of Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on Friday.
The annual action plan of
the Chirag project was dis-
cussed in detail in the meet-
ing. Secretary, Agriculture
Department, Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh was
present in the meeting. The
Chief Secretary directed

the officers to include maxi-
mum works for the liveli-
hood of the people in rural
areas of Chhattisgarh
under the Chirag project.
He has asked to explore pos-
sibilities for palm oil pro-
duction in state. In the meet-
ing, members expressed

their views regarding
achieving food security
through local livelihood in
Chhattisgarh under the
Chirag project and to in-
clude the nutrients of local
biodiversity in the nutrition
and marketing of agricultur-
al products in the local mar-
ket. Director of the Chirag
project, Chandan Tripathi,
senior officers of the
Agriculture Department and
other members of the adviso-
ry committee were present in
the meeting.

T.S. Singhdeo instructed to give
benefit of health assistance scheme

Raipur, Sep 16: State
Health and Medical
Education Minister  T.S.
Singhdeo reviewed the
health services by taking a
meeting of the officers of
all the districts of Bastar di-
vision at the Government
Medical College, Jagdalpur,
the divisional headquar-
ters. Emphasizing on pro-
viding quality medical facil-
ities to the people, he direct-
ed to give the benefit of
Ayushman and Dr.
Khubchand Baghel
Swasthya Sahayata Yojana
to all the patients admitted
in government hospitals, so
that patients can get free
treatment facilities. He di-
rected to purchase medi-
cines and other items
through CGMSC. Singhdeo
also reviewed the Chief
Minister Haat-Bazaar
Clinic scheme in the meet-
ing. He directed to construct
sheds in the markets for
Haat-Bazaar clinics. With
this, the work of medical

treatment of patients can be
done without any hin-
drance even in adverse
weather. He said that due to
the allocation of space for
the operation of the clinic,
the number of patients
would increase and more
and more people would get
treatment. In the review
meeting, Chairman of
Bastar Development
Authority  Lakheshwar
Baghel and Secretary of
Health Department,
Prasanna R. were also pres-
ent. The Health Minister
said in the meeting that
many remarkable works
have been done by the
Health Department even in
the midst of adversity in
Bastar region. For this all
the officers and employees
deserve congratulations. He
said that in a country like
China, it took 30 years to
control malaria, whereas in
Bastar, good control of

malaria has been achieved
in six phases. Here now its
rate has come down to only
0.97. Singhdeo also re-
viewed the cases of vector
borne dengue and Japanese
encephalitis. He directed
not to bring any relaxation
in the Corona test. He also
directed to conduct more
and more tests to identify
TB patients. Health minis-
ter asked to ensure that TB
patients are provided funds
through DBT under Kshaya
Poshan Yojana. Singhdeo
also reviewed OPD, IPD and
dialysis facilities in all dis-
trict hospitals of Bastar di-
vision. He asked to provide
testing facilities to the sub-
health centers through
Hummer Lab. Medical
Education Minister
Singhdeo also reviewed the
health services being pro-
vided in Jagdalpur Medical
College and directed to pro-
vide better facilities there.

Soni for continuous monitoring of
approved development works 

Raipur, Sep 16: Schemes
and development pro-
grammes run by the
Central Government in
the district were thorough-
ly reviewed at meeting of
District Development
Coordination and
Monitoring Committee
(Disha), held under the
chairmanship of Raipur
Lok Sabha MP Sunil Soni
today in the Red Cross
meeting hall located in the
Collectorate premises.
Soni directed all the offi-
cers of the district to con-
tinuously monitor-review
the works sanctioned
under the schemes.

He said that for the con-
venience of the common
people, the approved devel-
opment works should be
continuously reviewed for
timely completion. Due to
the delay in the comple-
tion of the work, people do
not get its benefits on time
and the purpose of the
scheme is also not ful-

filled. The MP also asked
to set the target of comple-
tion according to the
amount released for the
approved works. The MP
directed all the officers to
work in the public interest
by taking the welfare
schemes to the rural areas
of the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by MLA of Raipur
North Kuldeep Juneja,
Mayor of Birgaon Nand
Lal Devangan, President
of District Panchayat
Raipur Domeshwari
Verma, Committee mem-
ber Devji Bhai Patel,
Ashok Bajaj, President of
Janpad Panchayats,
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, District
Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Dr Ravi
Mittal and public repre-
sentatives and officers of
various departments.

Discussions were also

held in the meeting to fur-
ther improve the health fa-
cilities of the district.
Member of Parliament
Soni suggested in the
meeting to regularly use
ventilators and other med-
ical equipment provided to
the hospitals of the dis-
trict during the Covid situ-
ation for the treatment of
patients. He also advised
to arrange trained techni-
cians for the operation and
regular maintenance of
these equipments. He also
asked the district adminis-
tration to write a letter to
the state government for
this.

In the meeting of
District Development
Coordination and
Monitoring Committee
(DISHA), Soni reviewed
various welfare schemes
and programmes of the
Central Government such
as Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme, National Rural

Livelihood Mission,

Pension Scheme, Swachh
Bharat Mission, Rurban
Mission, National
Reviewed Rural Drinking
Water Programme, Prime
Minister Crop Insurance
and Krishi Sinchai Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Adarsh
??Gram Yojana, Pradhan,
Prime Minister Skill
Development Scheme,
National Health Scheme,
Integrated Child

Development Scheme etc.
He also inquired about the
achievements of the
schemes in the interest of
the people. He directed all
the departmental officers
to benefit all the eligible
beneficiaries for these

schemes. During review,
Soni directed to bring
progress in some schemes
by working expeditiously.
He said that the list of all
the works to be done at the
district level should be
given to the local public
representatives. He said
that there should be mutu-
al coordination between
the officials and the public
representatives.

Chairs District
Development
Coordination and
Monitoring
Committee meeting 

RRaaiippuurr::  In the meeting of
Disha committee, the mem-
bers also informed about the
withdrawal of government
amount of Rs 5 lakh without
the knowledge of Sarpanch in
Saragaon Gram Panchayat of
the district. It was informed
in the meeting that this
amount of central schemes
was withdrawn from the

bank account of Gram
Panchayat without the signa-
ture and knowledge of
Sarpanch. The members
demanded an inquiry into it.
Accepting this demand, the
Member of Parliament Soni
directed Collector Dr Bhure
to conduct an inquiry. Dr Ravi
Mittal, CEO, Zilla Panchayat
will investigate the matter.

Rs 5 lakh withdrawn without
knowledge of Sarpanch 

To patients admit-
ted in the hospital
under Ayushman
and Dr. Khubchand
Baghel Scheme
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Inspector informs Panchayat reps about their legal rights
Kareli Badi, Sep 16: Kareli
Badi Outpost in-charge
Deepa Kewat on Thursday
appointed Sarpanch,
Panchs and members of
Defense Committee of
Gram Panchayat Kareli
Badi and made them aware
of the legal rights. Under
community policing, the
people’s representatives
were educated about the
law. A meeting was held to
stop the increasing crime in
the villages and to redress
any kind of problem they
are facing.

He told that it is every-
one’s responsibility to pro-
tect the forests, cutting of
trees will end the existence
of the nursery, everyone

should work for the protec-
tion of forests by showing
awareness, the burning
problem of the village is il-
legal in the green nursery.
Deforestation is taking
place. In such a situation,
people should organize a so-
cial programme to stop the
felling of trees, so that

awareness can be brought.
Illegal felling of forests is a
crime, on this, the forest di-
vision will take action by ar-
resting the accused.

People should cooperate
with police and forest de-
partment and plant more
and more trees. He apprised
them about the working sys-

tem of police, revenue de-
partment and forest offi-
cers. Various problems of
the village were also sorted
out. The Sarpanch became
aware of the various prob-
lems of the village.
Sarpanch apprised the out-
post in-charge about the ille-
gal felling in the nursery. He
explained the illegal felling
of trees and the proceedings
in detail before, he was
asked to do a program to
make such people aware.
Sarpanch  Domar Singh
Sahu talked about getting
‘Munadi’ done in the village
to stop illegal felling of
trees. All the Panchs put the
problem in turn. The out-
post in-charge said that if a

person threatens someone,
then there is a law for him,
do not take the law in their
own hands, but  cooperate,
as laws are the same for all
and do not misuse social
media. Some people with-
draw money from mobile,
Aadhar card, ATM fraudu-
lently and to avoid such
thugs, any kind of informa-
tion should not be given but
should be kept confidential.
Deputy Sarpanch Padum
Sahu said that on illegal
felling is serious and it is
very important to stop it
here. In such a situation, by
giving information to the
police and forest depart-
ment, we will identify such
people, he added.

Hindi Fortnight inaugurated by IK Gohil, Chairman, CRGB
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1166:: On the occasion
of Hindi Diwas, Hindi Fortnight
was inaugurated by Mr. IK Gohil,
Chairman, Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank  at the head office
of Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin
Bank. Speaking on the occasion,
IK Gohil congratulated the entire
family of Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank and all the country-
men on Hindi Diwas. He said that
Hindi is our official language.
Therefore it needs to be given
the real respect of the official
language. Hindi is spoken and
understood by the majority of
the people of the nation.
Addressing the staff of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin
Bank, he asked them to make
extensive use of Hindi in banking
work. In the program, Mr. Vijay
Agarwal, General Manager,
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin Bank
said that on September 14, 1949,
the Constituent Assembly unani-
mously decided to make Hindi
the official language of the coun-

try. For this reason Hindi Diwas is
celebrated every year on
September 14th . General
Manager AK Nirala said on this
occasion that Hindi is a very sim-
ple language. It has the power to
easily assimilate the words of
foreign languages as required.
General Manager Arvind Mittal
and Assistant General Manager

GN Murthy congratulated every-
one on Hindi Diwas. In this Hindi
fortnight, various competitions
related to Hindi will be organised
among the staff in Chhattisgarh
Rajya Gramin Bank head office.
Hindi Fortnight will conclude on
September 29. The program was
conducted by Rajbhasha Officer
Rakesh Kumar Mishra.

Grandparent’s day held at
Shree Shankara School

Raipur, Sep 16: 

Grandparents Day has
been celebrated with
great zeal and enthusi-
asm by the students of
Shree Shankara Senior
Secondary School,
Urkura. After lamp
lightening and offerings
to Goddess Saraswati
distinguished guests

and   grandparents are
welcomed by the stu-
dents.

On this auspicious oc-
casion President of the
School, Advocate B.
Gopakumar Secretary,
Shailesh Nair and Vice
Principal, Ritu
Choudhary have given
their gracious presence
on the stage. President

B.Gopakumar addressed
the students about the
worth of grandparents
in our life, and he also
told further that they are
the backbone of any
family and they should
always be properly taken
care .

In this continuation
some students per-
formed in various songs
and dance, and also gave
inspiring speech about
grandparents. The pro-
gramme was concluded
with vote of thanks de-
livered by Vice Principal
Ritu Choudhary.

CNLU conclave on ‘Legal Higher
Education and Research held

Raipur, Sep 16: 

Hidayatullah National
Law University, Raipur a
constituent of the
Consortium of National
Law Universities (CNLU)
conducted the first
Conclave on Legal Higher
Education and Research
on Sept 14 with 13 Vice
Chancellors of National
Law Universities partici-
pating and deliberating the
road map for higher educa-
tion.

Prof.(Dr.) VC
Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor of HNLU set
the tone of the conclave
with his opening remarks.
He opined. “ While the
National Law Universities
have raised the bar of the
under graduate  pro-
grammes as an aspira-
tional one , it did not keep
pace with the post gradu-
ate and legal research of
PhD to such standards and
this requires serious intro-

spection and correction by
legal educationists.”

Prof. Dr. Sudhir
Krishnaswamy, Vice-
Chancellor, NLSIU
Bangalore highlighted
upon the need to have
strong fundamentals for
specialized post graduate
programme and the ap-
proach to connect various
laws and felt there is a
strong revival of interest

in Master’s programme
from the Alumni of NLUs.
Prof. Dr. V. Vijayakumar,
Vice-Chancellor, NLIU
Bhopal spoke emphasized
the need for rigorous PG
and Research programmes
to nurture the future teach-
ing human resources. Prof.
Dr. Poonam Saxena, Vice-
Chancellor, NLU Jodhpur
briefly traced the journey
of legal education and

thereupon emphasized that
it is imperative that teach-
ers should possess good
communication skills and
should also possess the
ability to understand and
cater to the requirements
of different students.

Other Vice Chancellors
who spoke included Prof.
Dr. S. Shanthakumar,
Director, Gujarat National
Law University, Prof. Dr.

Subir Bhatnagar, Vice-
Chancellor, RMLNLU
Lucknow, Prof. Dr. K. C.
Sunny, Vice-Chancellor,
NUALS Kochi, Prof. Dr. V.
Kesava Rao, Vice-
Chancellor, NUSRL
Ranchi, Prof. Dr. V.K.
Ahuja, Vice-Chancellor,
NLUJA Assam, Prof. Dr. S.
Surya Prakash, Vice-
Chancellor, DSNLU
Visakhapatnam, Prof. Dr.
KVS Sarma, Vice-
Chancellor, MNLU
Aurangabad and Prof. Dr.
V. Balakista Reddy, Vice-
Chancellor (In-charge) of
NALSAR University.

In the forenoon the
Executive Council and
General Body Meeting of
the Constortium took
place which deliberated on
the successful closure of
CLAT 2022 and its future
recommendations. The
meeting was attended by
13 Vice Chancellors offline
and 9 Vice Chancellors 
online.

DPS students win 1 gold, 1 silver
and 2 bronze medal

Raipur, Sep 16: Delhi
Public School, Raipur
rounded off incredibly by
hauling 1 Gold, 1 Silver, 2
Bronze medals at the close
of the Chhattisgarh School
State Judo Competition.

Held at Bhilai from Sep
3rd to 6th, the event at-
tracted many contenders
from all prestigious gov-
ernment and private
schools across the State. A
robust team representing
the school in U-14, U-17 and
U-19 categories on the
basis of their previous stel-
lar performances partici-
pated enthusiastically
which churned out mar-
velous result. Young
Judoka, Mayank Dutta
studying in Class 8
clinched Gold which
availed him a green card
directly into the National
Judo Championship to be
held soon. Avi Katre, stu-
dent of 10 went on to win

Silver while Amulya Kujur
of class 7 bagged Bronze
and Arya Singh, presently
in 10, also took away a
Bronze medal.
Acknowledging their nu-
ances, their school coach,
Rekha Katre averred that
she had worked hard with
the team, which she was
delighted to say, has even-
tually paid rich dividends
by the grace of God.

Appraising their per-
formances further,
Principal Raghunath
Mukherjee said,
“Competing overtly

against their opponents in
a regional mélange can be
highly unnerving but not
impossible.” He patted
each one of them for show-
casing their best skills in
self defense and wished
them a classic position
next time in
Internationals.

Pro Vice Chairman,
Baldeo Singh Bhatia and
Senior members of the
management committee,
Vijay Shah and Pukhraj
Jain also congratulated the
team for their exemplary
sportsmanship.

UNICEF India praises Chhattisgarh’s
dedication to promote nutrition

Raipur, Sep 16: The
United Nations Children
Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) India’s head Mr.
Yasumasa Kimura has ap-
plauded the Chhattisgarh
government led by CM Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel for the
work that has been done
for the nutrition mission.
Mr. Yasumasa Kimura
with the UNICEF delega-
tion paid a courtesy call on
Chief Minister at his resi-
dence office today. The
Chhattisgarh government
has been carrying out a
malnutrition eradication
campaign for children and
women. The campaign
was planned as a holistic
programme to eradicate
malnutrition among chil-
dren and Anemia among

women. Overall work that
has been done in the field
of the health sector, has
made a significant im-
provement in the health
index of Chhattisgarh.

Interacting with CM,
Kimura said that the
UNICEF India team visit-
ed Narayanpur,
Kondagaon and Bastar
districts of the Bastar divi-
sion and has closely moni-
tored the nutrition cam-
paign. He said that our
team was impressed with
the work that has been

done in the field of malar-
ia elimination which in
turn results in a decreased
number of malaria cases.
Good health facilities are
available to the people and
health awareness has also
increased among people.
Chief UNICEF Office for
Chhattisgarh Job
Zachariah, Sam Sudheer
Bandi, Dr. Arpana
Deshpandey, and Mr.
Vishal Vaswani of
UNICEF were also present
at the meeting.

On the initiative of

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the Chhattisgarh
government launched the
‘Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan’ in the Bastar di-
vision to address the prob-
lem of malnutrition and
anaemia. After the success
of this campaign in the
Bastar division, it has
been expanded to the en-
tire state. About 2 lakh 10
thousand children have
become malnutrition-free
and one lakh women have
become anaemia-free after
the implementation of
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan. Under this cam-
paign, local nutritious
food, hot food, egg,
‘Chikki’, groundnut,
gram, and ready-to-eat
supplementary nutrition-
al food and millet at some
places are being provided
to children and women.
Women’s SHGs are the
main participants in this
campaign.

‘SWACHCHATA FORTNIGHT’

SECR Raipur division and Bharat Scouts & Guides inaugurated ‘Swachchata
Pakhwada’ (fortnight) here on Friday and variety of programmes were organised
on the first day and pledge was administered to all the employees to make SECR
‘plastic-free’

 UNICEF India Chief
Yasumasa Kimura pays
courtesy call on CM

Central Chronicle News

Bacheli, Sep 16: Hindi
Diwas was celebrated in
DAV Public School,
Bacheli in which the stu-
dents of primary classes
gave their presentations.

Nadim Parveen – Hindi
Teacher, threw light on
the importance of Hindi
language. The students
recited poetry. Nidhi
Garg asked general

knowledge questions re-
lated to the national lan-
guage. All the students,
very jovially gathered in
the auditorium and cele-
brated this program in a
grand manner. The pro-
gram was mainly con-
ducted by the students of
primary classes. The
Principal, Dr. Chetna
Sharma appreciated the
graceful efforts of the
tender hearts.

World First Aid Day and

Int’nl Literacy Day

organized at Columbia
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1166::  Columbia
Institute of Pharmacy cele-
brated World First Aid Day
and International Literacy
Day under the aegis of
Indian Pharmacy Graduate
Association (IPGA). 

During this various com-
petitions such as Essay and
Debate was conducted and
it got an overwhelming
response of the students. 

The speaker present
elaboratory discussed the
issues related to First Aid
in case of Emergency and
discussed on the literacy
factor in the society. 

During this programme
the General Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Dr.
Ravindra Kumar Pandey
along with the Principal
of the institution Prof.
Amit Roy, Harjeet Singh
Hura, Secretary & the
members of IPGA
Chhattisgarh which
includes Dr. Beena
Gidwani, Monika
Bhairam, Neha Dubey,
Shilpa Sahu. The compe-
tition was judged by the
Gunjan Kalyani and Mr.
Sagar Sahu.

 In the Ch’garh School
Judo competition
held in Bhilai

Hindi Diwas celebrated

in DAV Public School

Raipur, Sep 16: Aryan
Sanghi, Raipur City Topper
has secured AIR 486 JEE
Adv 2022. He is a student of
FIITJEE Raipur Centre’s
Udaya 2 Years Classroom
Program, + 4 Years
Classroom Program. He is
also NTSE Scholar & KVPY
fellow and Olympiad Stage1
qualified for NSEP, NSEC &
NSEA . More than 40 FIIT-
JEE students have qualified
JEE Adv, 2022 under differ-
ent categories.

“FIITJEE was the fruit of
realization that the second-
ary education system in
India was not good enough
to train young minds to-
wards deep conceptual pur-
suit of Science education.
Even students who do well at
school often fail to do well in

competitive examinations
because they lack in-depth
conceptual understanding
and analytical skills despite
having a good IQ. The suc-
cess of our students at JEE
year after year bears testi-
mony to the fact that our
unique way of teaching has
succeeded in bringing the
best in students. We are very

proud of the achievements of
our students and teachers,”
says Mr. Jagdish Tulswani,
Centre Head, Centre Name,
FIITJEE. The topper Aryan
Sanghi is understandably
thrilled. He said “Making it
to the IIT has been my dream
since childhood and I am
grateful to FIITJEE for help-
ing me accomplish this
dream. FIITJEE’s unique
teaching methodology has
helped me tremendously
with the preparations of
JEE in a Pattern Proof man-
ner. FIITJEE’s well trained
faculty facilitated in
strengthening my funda-
mental concepts of Science
& Mathematics that helped
me in creatively resolving
complex and tricky problems
in JEE Main successfully”.

Aryan Sanghi of Raipur secures

AIR 486 in JEE Adv 2022
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One engine of double-engine
govt has failed: Aaditya

Ratnagiri, Sep 16 (PTI) 

Shiv Sena leader
Aaditya Thackeray on
Friday took a dig at the
Eknath Shinde-led
Maharashtra govern-
ment over Vedanta-
Foxconn choosing
Gujarat over
Maharashtra to set up its
semiconductor plant, say-
ing that “one engine of

the double-engine govern-
ment has failed”.

Addressing party work-
ers in Ratnagiri as part of
the ‘Shiv Samvad Yatra’,
the home district of rebel
Sena MLA and state
Industries Minister Uday
Samant, Thackeray said
the CM as well as the min-
ister were clueless about
the details of the project.

“How did the project go

out of Maharashtra when
we had done so much fol-
low-up with Vedanta? The
chief minister and the in-
dustries minister were
clueless about this,”
Thackeray said in the
rally.

In any other state, the
chief minister would
have asked for the indus-
tries minister’s resigna-
tion, he said.

Kerala hit by escalating man-stray dog conflict
Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 16 (PTI) 

Give a dog a bad name
and hang him too is what lit-
erally happened in
Kottayam district of Kerala
recently where a canine, ac-
cused of attacking people,
was beaten to death and
then publicly strung up, in
the wake of a spate of vi-
cious attacks on humans,
including children, in the
state.

That was not the only in-
cident, as more than a
dozen stray dogs were found
dead allegedly due to poi-
soning in some areas of the
southern state.

While these actions ap-
pear inhumane, some be-
lieve that in the prevailing
situation in the state, which
is seeing a rise in attacks by
dogs, the public cannot be
faulted for taking matters
into their own hands.
Kozhikode Mayor Beena
Philip, who had opposed the
mass killings of the strays,
was forced to change her

stand later in view of the
prevailing situation in the
state. She said people can-
not be blamed for what they
do. “When our own children
are attacked by dogs in this
manner, if people react in
this manner, they cannot be
blamed. I am not in favour
of killing dogs nor would I
justify it. But in the prevail-
ing situation, I cannot

blame the people either,”
she told a TV channel. She
said if there were not so
many dog bite cases, maybe
a more humane approach
could have been considered.
However, last year, when
dog bites were not so much
in the news, a dog was bru-
tally beaten to death at
Adimalathura beach in
Thiruvananthapuram and

hundreds of canines were
reportedly poisoned to
death in Thrikkakara
Municipality of
Ernakulam.

The Kerala High Court
had then intervened to issue
a slew of directions for
proper implementation of
Animal Birth Control
(ABC) measures and vacci-
nation of dogs.

NGT directs UP govt to pay Rs 100 crore for
improper liquid waste management

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI) 

The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has direct-
ed the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment to pay Rs 100
crore for improper man-
agement of liquid waste in
the districts of Pratapgarh,
Raebareli, and Jaunpur.

A bench headed by chair-
person Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said that as
per the report of the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), bio-remedi-
ation was not resulting in
the reduction of pollution
load.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justice Sudhir
Agarwal and expert mem-
ber A Senthil Vel noted
that the timeline fixed for
having in place funding

arrangements had long ex-
pired, and that remedial ac-
tions were not taken.

It is patent that such de-
fault is to the detriment
and public health and
water pollution results in
water-borne diseases
which are detrimental to
health and at times fatal,
the bench said. While
funds appear to have been
allocated for future remedi-
ation and it is stated that in
due course pollution may
be controlled, the question
is the accountability for
past violations, the green
panel added. The bench
further said that even if
the contention of the au-
thorities concerned about
installing Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs)
by October 31, 2022, was ac-

cepted, in absence of con-
nectivity of the STPs to the
sewage and drains, it was
difficult to accept that pol-
lution will be brought
under control. The authori-
ties are depending upon
bio-remediation and claim-
ing a reduction of load to
the extent of 50 per cent
but on verification, CPCB
has reported that bio-reme-
diation Is not resulting in
the reduction of pollution
load, the bench said. The
bench then noted that the
tribunal had earlier fixed
the financial liability of a
state under the ‘Polluter
Pays’ principle for the dis-
charge of untreated
sewage in water bodies at
the rate of Rs 2 crore per
million litres per day
(MLD).

MIA reorients security check
area for travellers’ convenience
Mangaluru, Sep 16 (PTI) 

M a n g a l u r u
International Airport
(MIA) has reoriented the
domestic pre-embarkation
security check (PESC)
area to strengthen the effi-
ciency and turnaround
time of the security pro-
cessing by aviation sup-
port group (ASG) of the
CISF.

The reoriented arrange-
ment of the security hold
area (SHA) features four-
door frame metal detec-
tors (DFMDs) with bag-
gage-screening machines
on either side for passen-
gers movement, a release
from the MIA said here
Friday.

The first and the last
DFMDs are reserved for
male passengers, while the

two DFMDs in the middle
are exclusively for women
passengers, who proceed
ahead into the closed frisk-
ing booth.

The arrangement is par-
ticularly beneficial for sen-
ior citizens and passen-
gers with reduced mobili-
ty to be reunited with their
accompanying co-passen-
gers after the mandated
frisking process.

The ASG personnel op-
erate both the baggage-
screening machines. The
on-ground security teams
further guide passengers
with directions to enter
the SHA in a systematic
manner.

The on-ground security
team assist ASG personnel
screen the passengers and
usher them into the SHA
waiting area.

Woman beaten to death
by in-laws for money 

Medininagar, Sep 16 (PTI) 

A 22-year-old married
woman was allegedly beat-
en to death by her in-laws
reportedly for money in
Jharkhand’s Palamu dis-
trict, police said on Friday.

The in-laws of the
woman are absconding
after the incident, police
said.

Police took the body in
their custody and sent it to
the sub-divisional hospital
in Hussainabad for post-
mortem.

The incident occurred
at Daruwa village under
Hussainabad police sta-
tion area on Thursday
night, said Sub-Divisional
Police Officer (SDPO)
Pujya Prakash said.

The deceased was iden-
tified as Romi Devi. She

was married to Daruwa
village resident Sanjit
Singh on May 14, 2022, said
the deceased’s father
Birbal Singh.

In a police complaint,
Singh alleged that his
daughter was tortured by
her in-laws for more
money. “At the time of
marriage, her in-laws had
taken Rs 8 lakh as dowry.
But, they tortured my
daughter seeking more
money, the father alleged.

Romi’s husband, her fa-
ther-in-law Shankar
Singh, mother-in-law
Parwatiya Devi, one
Manish Singh and Puja
Devi have been made ac-
cused in the case, police
said.

All the accused are ab-
sconding. Search opera-
tion is on, the SDPO said.

Assam Assembly adjourned over alleged job scam, ST status to 6 communities
Guwahati, Sep 16 (PTI) 

The Assam Assembly was
on Monday adjourned after a
noisy scene with the opposi-
tion demanding discussions
on alleged cash-for-job scam
in Grade III and IV posts as
well as granting ST status to
six communities of the state.

With Speaker Biswajit
Daimary disallowing their
Zero Hour notices, the
Congress, CPI(M) and
Independent members went
to the Well of the House and
showed placards, raised slo-
gans and sat on the floor of

the hall.
After the Question Hour

ended, Daimary said three
Zero Hour notices will be al-
lowed and asked AGP’s
Ramendra Narayan Kalita to
raise his on the dumping
ground on the bank of
Deepor Beel lake in
Guwahati. On this, senior
Congress MLA Bharat
Chandra Narah wanted to
know if their notice on al-
leged cash-for-job scam in
the recently held Grade III
and IV post written examina-
tions and the arrest of
whistleblower Victor Das is

allowed. Independent MLA
Akhil Gogoi too wanted to
know if his Zero Hour notice
on granting of ST status to
six communities from
Assam will be taken up for
discussion. The Centre this
week granted ST status to
several communities from
different states. The list did
not include Assam’s Moran,
Motok, Chutia, Tai-Ahom,
Koch-Rajbongshi and Tea-
Tribes communities, which
were given multiple assur-
ances by many senior BJP
leaders for many years. The
Speaker then said all mem-

bers would come to know
when the permitted Zero
Hour notices will be allowed
one-after-another. On this,
the Congress, CPI(M) and
Independent MLAs went to
the Well of the House hold-
ing placards with their de-
mands and raised slogans.
Gogoi also raised the issue of
alleged irregularities in the
recently declared results of
several posts of Lakhimpur
Medical College and
Hospital and said that “the
name of the local MLA has
cropped up in the anom-
alies”.

Embezzlement of foodgrain

Corruption case registered
against five contractors

Chandigarh, Sep 16 (PTI) 

The Punjab Vigilance
Bureau has registered a
corruption case against
five contractors for the em-
bezzlement of foodgrain, a
statement said here.

A Vigilance Bureau
spokesperson said the con-
tractors had procured ten-
ders of the transportation
of foodgrain from grain
markets by submitting
fake vehicle documents.

Officials from the
Department of Food
Supply and Consumer
Affairs and procurement
agencies concerned con-
nived with each other in
the allotment of tenders.

The tenders were for the

transportation of food-
grain from Jaito and
Kotkapura grain markets
in Faridkot district.

The spokesperson said
during the probe it was
found that the contractors
had allegedly provided
fake registration numbers
of vehicles in the lists at-
tached to the transporta-
tion tenders in 2019-20,
which was in clear viola-
tion of the rules.

“During the verification
of the facts in the tenders,
the district tender commit-
tee of the Food and Civil
Supplies Department
should have rejected the
technical bid of the con-
tractors, which was not
done. The investigation

clearly shows a collusion
between officials and the
contractors,” he said.

The spokesperson said
the registration numbers
of many vehicles recorded
in the gate passes issued
by the procurement agen-
cies during the transporta-
tion of foodgrain belonged
to motorcycles and mini
buses.

It is a prime facie a case
of embezzlement of food-
grain, the spokesperson
said.

He said that the officials
concerned as well as pro-
curement agencies paid
the bills to the contractors
on the basis of such gate
passes without verifying
them.

Sajjad Lone wanted to be J&K CM
with only 6 MLAs: Governor Malik
New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI) 

Peoples Conference
leader Sajjad Lone wanted
to be Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister just before
the dissolution of the
Assembly in 2018 although
he had only six MLAs, the
erstwhile state’s last gov-
ernor Satya Pal Malik has
said.

Throwing light on be-
hind-the-scenes political
manoeuvring that preced-
ed the dissolution of the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly by him in 2018,
Malik, now the governor
of Meghalaya, described
Lone as the “blue-eyed
boy” of the Centre.

He said he had asked
Lone to write to him about
the support he enjoyed in
the 87-member House.
Lone said he had six
MLAs but “told me if you

administer me the oath, I
will prove my majority in
a week”.

Malik spoke of the cir-
cumstances in which he
dissolved the Assembly in
November 2018 although
PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti had staked claim to
form a government with
the support of the
Congress and the National
Conference (NC).

The PDP-BJP govern-
ment headed by Mehbooba
had earlier collapsed in
June 2018 after the BJP
pulled out of the coalition.

Malik said he had told
Lone, “That is not the gov-
ernor’s role and I will not
do it. The Supreme Court
will flog me. The next day
the Supreme Court will
say you summon the
House. You will lose. I will
not do this.”

The governor said it

seemed that the PDP-NC-
Congress combine may
have had a majority but
“foolishly” they had not
held a formal meeting or
passed a resolution or
given a letter of support
“to the lady (Mehbooba)”.

Malik told “The Wire”
in an interview that he
had spoken to the then
Union Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley about the sit-
uation and sought direc-
tions from the Centre. He
said he had told Jaitley
that if he got a letter from
Mehbooba Mufti staking
claim to form the govern-
ment, “I am bound to call
her for oath”.

The Centre had not
given him any advice and
told him to do what he
thought was appropriate.
He had then dissolved the
Assembly in November
2018, Malik said.

Should not doubt all madrassas, but row
over UP survey raises questions: Naqvi

Lucknow, Sep 16 (PTI) 

As the Uttar Pradesh
government began a sur-
vey of private madrassas,
senior BJP leader
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on
Friday said all such insti-
tutions should not be treat-
ed with suspicion but also
asked why a fuss was
being raised over the exer-
cise.

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has decided to
conduct a survey of all pri-
vate madrassas in the
state. This survey work
will be completed by
October 15 and the report
will be submitted to the
government by October 25

The former Union min-
ister said communal poli-
tics was being done on the
survey. “We should not
raise doubts on all
madrassas, but the row
over the survey itself rais-
es the question why create
a hubbub when there is
nothing to hide,” he asked.

Addressing party work-
ers on the final day of a
three-day training pro-
gramme of the Uttar
Pradesh BJP Minority
Morcha at the
Visvesvaraya Hall here,

Naqvi said the heinous
history of brutality
against humanity can
never be a part of the DNA
of any Indian community.

But when people try to
identify with the cruelty of
foreign invaders, they ac-
tually help “nefarious ele-
ments” in their design to
harm communal harmony
in the country, he said.

Naqvi said some people

were trying to defame
India through a fake and
prejudiced propaganda of
“Islamophobia”.

“We have to remain
cautious of the caucus of
conspiracies which
wants to malign India’s
inclusivity and glorious
cultural heritage,” he
said.

The BJP has demol-
ished the “deceit of ap-

peasement politics” with
the “determination to de-
velopment with dignity”,
Naqvi said, adding that it
clearly reflected the
“Modi-Yogi factor”.

The “Modi-Yogi factor”
has become a “guarantee
of inclusive empower-
ment” by eradicating the
“termite of corruption,
communalism and
casteism”, he added.

BRIEF

Pilgrim dies 
 Uttarkashi: A 62-

year-old pilgrim from
Maharashtra died of
heart attack in
Chinyalisaur area
here on his way back
from Uttarakhand’s
Gangotri temple, po-
lice said on Friday.
Sharad Gahnot, a res-
ident of Pune, com-
plained of a chest
pain and died at 11
pm on Thursday
while he was being
taken to a hospital by
his family, Station
House Officer
(Dharasu) Rituraj
said.

GST fraud
 Chandigarh: The

Haryana Police ar-
rested two people
from Hisar’s Hansi
for allegedly evading
goods and services
tax of about Rs 75
crore. “Both accused
were involved in cre-
ating fake firms and
invoices,” a state po-
lice spokesperson
said on Friday. The
spokesperson said
the accused have
been identified as
Shubham, a resident
of Shakur Basti,
Delhi, and
Deepanshu, alias
Monty, of Mundka,
Delhi. “Police have
also recovered PAN
cards, Aadhar Cards,
ATMs, two laptops,
mobile phones, note-
counting machine,
blank cheques and a
hard disk from the
possession of the ac-
cused,” he said in a
statement.

Cannabis seized
 Noida: Police in

Greater Noida on
Friday seized over 200
kg of cannabis stocked
in a warehouse and ar-
rested two people, offi-
cials said. The
cannabis is estimated
worth Rs 25 lakh and
was stocked at the
warehouse in the
Dadri police station
area, the officials said.
Two canter trucks and
a car that were used in
transporting the
cannabis have been
impounded, a senior
officer said. “A total of
210 kg of cannabis has
been seized from a
warehouse. Two sus-
pects involved in the
trafficking of the
cannabis have been ar-
rested while two more
of their associates,
who are on the run,
have been identified,”
Deputy Commissioner
of Police Abhishek
Verma said.

Mob suspect
 Thane: Two women

were beaten up by an
irate mob in
Mumbra in Thane
district on suspicion
that they were child-
lifters, a police offi-
cial said on Friday.
They were rescued
by a police team that
arrived at the spot in
Mumbra Devi colony
after someone alert-
ed them to the inci-
dent, which took
place on Thursday,
he said. “The women
were wearing
burkhas. They are
beggars and were
roaming in the locali-
ty when some resi-
dents spotted them
and thrashed them,”
he said.

Himachal Pradesh
Congress President
Pratibha Singh with party
Spokesperson Alka
Lamba during a protest
staged against fuel price
hike and inflation, in
Shimla, Friday.

Former union minister and BJP leader Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi during a training camp 

of Uttar Pradesh BJP Minority Morcha, in Lucknow, Friday.

Stray dogs at the side of a road, amid an increase in cases of dog bites in Kerala, in Kochi.
Chandigarh, Sep 16 (PTI) 

Haryana Chief
Secretary Sanjeev
Kaushal on Friday said
that 20 of the 56 obsolete
laws identified in the state
have been repealed and
asked the officials to work
on scrapping of the re-
maining others.

Kaushal was presiding
over a meeting regarding

the repeal of obsolete laws
and acts, according to an
official statement.

The repealing of these
laws was done following
the recommendations of
Haryana State Review
Committee. The commit-
tee was constituted under
the chairmanship of
Justice (Retd) Iqbal Singh,
Commissioner of
Gurdwara Commission,

on the direction of the
state chief minister.

It took the decision to
scrap these laws in consul-
tation with the second
Haryana Law
Commission, the state-
ment said. Kaushal said
the review committee had
recommended repealing of
56 obsolete laws and to
amend six other laws and
Acts.

All obsolete laws will be abolished soon in Haryana: CS

WINNERS OF EMMY AWARDS

Winners of Emmy Awards Squid Games director Hwang Dong-hyuk, actress Lee Yoo-Mi, production designer Chae
Kyoung-sun and VFX Supervisor Cheong Jai-hoon, from right, pose with trophy for the media during an Emmys cel-
ebration press conference for Squid Game in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Sept. 16. The Netflix drama Squid Game
gained multiple wins at the Emmy Awards earlier this week. 
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Jano (Poland), Sep 16 (AP):

Poland is sealing USD 3 bil-
lion deals with South Korea
for the purchase of 48 Korean
FA-50 fighter planes as the
central European country
takes urgent steps to increase
its deterrence and defence ca-
pabilities amid Russia’s war
on neighbouring Ukraine.

The two deals for the pur-
chase of Fighting Falcon
planes follow contracts
signed last month for the ac-
quisition by Poland of some
USD 5.8 billion worth of
South Korean tanks and how-
itzers. Poland’s President
Andrzej Duda, who is the

armed forces’ supreme com-
mander, and South Korea’s
Minister of Defense
Acquisition Program
Administration, Eom Dong-
hwan, are to attend the sign-
ing ceremony Friday at a mil-
itary base and airport in
Janow, in central Poland. The
documents are to be signed
by Poland’s deputy prime
minister who is also the de-
fense minister, Mariusz
Blaszczak, and by South
Korean officials. Under one
of the agreements, the first
12 planes are to be deliv-
ered early in the second
half of next year. The sec-
ond deal is for 36 planes

with technical and combat
features specified by
Poland, to be delivered be-
tween 2025 and 2028. The
planes are compatible
with the U.S.-made F-16
fighters that Poland’s air
force is equipped with and
with the contracted F-35A
fighters, according to
Poland’s Defense Ministry.

The deals include train-
ing, logistics and transfer
of some technologies that
will allow for the servicing
of the planes in Poland.
Warsaw says this is one of
Poland’s biggest and most
important defense deals in
recent years.

Poland, South Korea seal $3 
billion military aircraft deals

Beijing, Sep 16 (PTI):

A crippling food short-
age triggered by a pro-
longed quarantine period
has gripped Tibet’s provin-
cial capital Lhasa, which
is facing a serious COVID-
19 outbreak, according to a
media report on Friday.

Widespread infections
and food shortages have
rocked the small city of
Lhasa after more than a
month of extreme COVID-
19 measures. Lhasa, the

city of 860,000, has record-
ed more than 540 infec-
tions so far and food is
running out for many fam-
ilies in the city as people
have been either locked in
their homes or sent to
makeshift hospitals since
the first cases were identi-
fied on August 8, Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post newspaper
reported. A Lhasa resi-
dent, who identified him-
self as Sam Wang, said he
had been locked in his

home for 36 days.
It is extremely difficult

to get food and many peo-
ple have run out of food. I
feel we are in the same sit-
uation as Ili [prefecture in
Xinjiang], the Post quoted
Wang as saying.

The Ili city government
apologised after acute
shortages of food and es-
sential items earlier this
month prompted residents
to take to social media to
complain about it, trigger-
ing an online backlash.

Tibet’s provincial capital Lhasa
battles acute food shortageSamarkand, Sep 16 (AP):

Chinese President Xi
Jinping warned his
Central Asian neighbours
on Friday not to allow out-
siders to destabilise them
with “colour revolutions”
and offered to set up a re-
gional counterterrorism
training center.

Xi’s comments at a secu-
rity summit with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and leaders from Central
Asia, India and Iran reflect
official Chinese anxiety
that Western support for
pro-democracy and human
rights activists is a plot to
undermine Xi’s ruling
Communist Party and
other authoritarian gov-
ernments.

“We should prevent ex-
ternal forces from instigat-
ing a colour revolution,”

Xi said in a speech to lead-
ers of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization,
referring to protests that
toppled unpopular
regimes in the former
Soviet Union and the
Middle East.

Xi offered to train 2,000
police officers, to set up a
regional counterterrorism
training center and to
strengthen law enforce-
ment capacity building. He
gave no details. The
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation was formed
by Russia and China as a
counterweight to US influ-
ence. The summit is part of
Xi’s first trip abroad since
shortly after the coron-
avirus pandemic began 2
1/2 years ago, highlighting
the importance to Beijing
of asserting itself as a re-
gional leader.

China’s Xi calls for effort to prevent ‘colour revolutions’

Samarkand, Sep 16 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
called on the SCO to devel-
op reliable and resilient
supply chains to offset the
disruptions caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic and the
Ukraine crisis and said
better connectivity and
granting “full rights” of
transit facilities by mem-
ber states is important to
achieve the goal.

In his address at the
summit of the eight-mem-
ber grouping in this his-
toric Uzbek city, Modi said
the Indian economy is ex-
pected to grow at 7.5 per
cent this year and that
India supports “greater co-
operation and mutual
trust” among the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) mem-
ber states.

With Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Chinese
President Xi Jinping,
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and other
leaders of the bloc listen-
ing, Modi said the pan-
demic and the Ukraine cri-

sis have caused many dis-
ruptions in global supply
chains, leaving the world
facing “unprecedented”
energy and food crises.

It is for the first time
Modi and Xi came face-to-
face at the summit in
Samarkand since the start
of the border standoff be-
tween India and China in
eastern Ladakh around 28
months back.

“India supports greater
cooperation and mutual
trust among SCO mem-
bers. The pandemic and
the crisis in Ukraine have
caused many disruptions
in global supply chains,
leaving the world facing
unprecedented energy and

food crises,” he said.
“The SCO should strive

to develop reliable, re-
silient and diversified sup-
ply chains in our region.
For this, better connectivi-
ty will be required, as well
as it will also be important
that we all give full rights
of transit to each other,”
he said.

Modi’s emphasises on
transit for trade comes
amid Pakistan’s reluc-
tance to provide such a fa-
cility for two-way trade be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Referring to food insecu-
rity across the globe, the
prime minister pitched for
promotion of the cultiva-
tion and consumption of
millets.

“The world today faces
another major challenge
and that is ensuring the
food security of our citi-
zens. One possible solu-
tion to this problem is to
promote the cultivation
and consumption of mil-
lets,” he said.

“Millets is a superfood
that has been grown for
thousands of years, not
only in SCO countries, but

in many parts of the
world, and is a traditional,
nutritious and low-cost al-
ternative to the food cri-
sis,” Modi said.

The prime minister said
the SCO should consider
organising a ‘Millet Food
Festival’.

Talking about economic
cooperation, the prime
minister said the role of
the SCO has become very
important when the whole
world is facing the chal-
lenges of economic recov-
ery after the pandemic.

He also noted that the
SCO member countries
contribute about 30 per
cent to global GDP, and 40
per cent of the world’s pop-
ulation also resides in
member countries of the
grouping. “We are making
progress on making India
a manufacturing hub.
India’s young and talented
workforce makes us natu-
rally competitive. India’s
economy is expected to
grow at 7.5 per cent this
year, which will be the
highest among the world’s
major economies,” Modi
said.

India supports greater cooperation and mutual
trust among SCO member states: PM Modi

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, Uzbek
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, second right, Tajikistans President Emomali Rahmon, right,
walk to attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan, Friday, Sept. 16.

Samarkand, Sep 16 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
met Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on

the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation Summit in
Samarkand during which
they reviewed bilateral re-
lations and discussed ways
to deepen cooperation in
diverse sectors. The two
leaders are in the historic
Uzbek city of Samarkand
to attend the SCO summit.

“PM @narendramodi
held talks with President

@RTErdogan on the side-
lines of the SCO Summit
in Samarkand. The two
leaders discussed ways to
deepen bilateral coopera-
tion in diverse sectors,”
the Prime Minister’s
Office tweeted. Ministry of
External Affairs
spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said the two lead-
ers had “useful discus-
sions” during the meeting.

“Leaders reviewed bilater-
al relations and appreciat-
ed recent gains in bilateral
trade.

Also exchanged views
on regional & global devel-
opments,” he tweeted. The
Turkish President, a close
ally of Pakistan, had re-
peatedly referred to the
Kashmir issue in his ad-
dress at the UN General
Assembly sessions. India

in the past termed his re-
marks as completely unac-
ceptable , saying Turkiye
should learn to respect the
sovereignty of other na-
tions and reflect on its own
policies more deeply. The
SCO was founded at a sum-
mit in Shanghai in 2001 by
the presidents of Russia,
China, the Kyrgyz Republic,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

PM Modi meets Turkish President Erdogan
Discuss ways to
deepen bilateral
cooperation in
diverse sectors
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Religious harmony
Jalakandeshwarar Temple.

Built in 1550 during the reign of
Vijayanagara empire. The tem-
ple, dedicated to Lord Shiva,
was built during the reign of
Vijayanagaram King
Sadasivadeva Maharaya.
Chand Sahib mosque. Built in
1750 by Nawab Chand Sahib of
Carnatic empire, the lime and
brick mosque is rectangular in
shape.St. John's Church. Built
in 1846 by the erstwhile
Government of Madras for the
officers and staff of East India
Company. There are innumer-
able shrines of all religious
groups throughout the country;
but these 3 shrines are not only
located in a single town, rather
make it's divine presence felt
within a single complex named
Vellore Fort in Tamil Nadu.
Though the Fort was built in
1566 by the Vijayanagara
rulers, it changed hands
throughout the course of its
history. It came under the dom-
inance of Bijapur Sultans
Carnatic Nawabs Marathas and
lastly the British till independ-
ence of the country resulting in
rich religious diversity as mani-
fested through the heteroge-
neous shrines. Though it re-
mains the fact that all these va-
rieties of shrines had sprung up
during dominance of it's re-
spective religious sponsors ie
no single political entity has
built up all these shrines; but
also it remains the fact that
these temples mosques
churches are all assets or lega-
cy of diverse India ... heteroge-
neous since centuries with
amalgamation of cultures
around the globe. In these viti-
ated times of communal hatred
and mindset of religious domi-
nance or fanatic display of
muscle; Vellore Fort represents
the divine essence of multi cul-
tural India. Let this amalgama-
tion continue to thrive in this
country not only for the sake of
humanity, but also for the sur-
vival of "Bharat Tirtha" (the pil-
grimage named India) as envis-
aged by Rabindranath Tagore. 

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Hospital 
management

We must be prepared for any
such eventuality in future. It is
a lesson in hospital manage-
ment and governance. There is
need to fix accountability for
the chaos that ensued during
the second wave. Shortage of
oxygen and hospital beds
caused a large number of
deaths. There is a need to es-
tablish mandatory provisions
for any health emergency.
Mismanagement and lack of
timely assistance also took
their toll. Emergency protocols
should be in place to prevent
such chaos.

GGuunneeeett  KKaauurr,,  YYaammuunnaannaaggaarr

Aadhaar-PAN link
It is a good thing that more

than 131 crore Aadhaar cards
have been issued in the country,
but till now, only about 44 crore
PAN holders have linked their
PAN card with Aadhaar, which
is disappointing. Income Tax
Department figures show that
till September 11, 2022, only
over 6 crore ITRs have been
filed. The government should
make it mandatory for all adult
Aadhaar card holders to file
their income and expenditure
details in a simple ITR form.

SShhaakkttii  SSiinngghh,,  KKaarrnnaall
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People use umbrellas and raincoats to shield themselves as they walk on a road amid rainfall, in Palghar district,
Friday, Sept. 16.

RAINS IN PALGHAR

E ven a single exposure to
alcohol may permanent-

ly change the shape of nerve
cells and lead to addiction, ac-
cording to a study conducted
in animals. Neurons or nerve
cells are the fundamental units
of the brain and nervous sys-
tem responsible for receiving
sensory input from the exter-
nal world.

The researchers found that,
in particular, alcohol affects
the structure of the synapses
as well as the dynamics of the
mitochondria, the cell's power-
houses. Synapses are the
points of contact between neu-
rons where information is
passed from one neuron to the
next. The study, published in
the journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of
Sciences, used the genetic
model system of the fruit fly.

It shows that alterations in

the migration of mitochondria
in the synapses lessen the re-
warding effect of alcohol, the
researchers said. These find-
ings imply that even a single
drinking incident might lay
the foundation for alcohol ad-
diction, they said. Majority of
studies have focused on the
consequences of chronic alco-
hol drinking on the hippocam-
pus, our brain's control center.

"We set out to discover
ethanol-dependent molecular
changes. These, in turn, pro-
vide the basis for permanent
cellular changes following a
single acute ethanol intoxica-
tion," said Henrike Scholz
from University of Cologne in
Germany. "The effects of a sin-
gle alcohol administration
were examined at the molecu-
lar, cellular, and behavioral
levels," Scholz said. The re-
searchers used fruit flies and

mouse models to find ethanol-
induced alterations in two
areas: mitochondrial dynam-
ics and the balance between
synapses in neurons.
Mitochondria supply energy to
cells, particularly nerve cells.
The mitochondria move in
order to optimally deliver en-
ergy to the cells. In the ethanol-
treated cells, the mitochon-

dria's movement was dis-
turbed. Certain synapses'
chemical balance was also dis-
turbed.

These alterations were per-
manent and were confirmed
by behavioral changes in the
animals: mice and fruit flies
consumed more alcohol and
relapsed later in life. The mor-
phological remodelling of neu-

rons is a well-known basis for
learning and memory. These
mechanisms, which are cen-
tral to learning and memory,
are also thought to be at the
core of the formation of asso-
ciative memories for drug-re-
lated rewards, the researchers
said. Therefore, some of the
observed changes may influ-
ence ethanol-related memory
formation, they said. The re-
searchers speculate that these
ethanol-dependent cellular
changes are critical for the de-
velopment of addictive behav-
iours. "It is remarkable that
the cellular processes con-
tributing to such complex re-
ward behavior are conserved
across species, suggesting a
similar role in humans," said
Scholz. "It could be a possible
general cellular process essen-
tial for learning and memory,"
Scholz added.
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I ncreasing use of antidepressants  stems not only from pharmaceuti-
cal company marketing. Social stigma and economics are pushing

people to take a pill. India is afflicted by a boom in depression. A mind-bog-
gling 56 million of its people have the condition, another 38 million have an
anxiety disorder. It was among India's top 15 causes of early death in 2019.
Not surprisingly, antidepressants are rife: prescriptions grew by 23 percent
over the last year. In Japan, pharmaceutical companies coined the term
kokoro no kaze', meaning a cold of the soul', for depression. This carefully
crafted disease awareness campaign was behind a growing acceptance of
depression and antidepressants to treat it, according to Professor Hiroshi
Ihara. In India, interviews with medical professionals, clinical psycholo-
gists and even traditional healers show how the pharmaceutical industry is
adopting new measures in an attempt to grow its market. Doctors have de-
scribed how pharmaceutical companies keep prescription records and in
many cases pay doctors a percentage of the value of prescriptions, If
someone writes a prescription of 100 rupees, he gets 10 rupees; the
amount is added [and] paid through conference sponsorships, foreign
trips, books and gifts, said Prabir, a clinical psychologist. GPs are often
willing and able to prescribe low-dosage antidepressant drugs and conse-
quently, liberal antidepressant prescriptions by non-psychiatrists is ram-
pant in India according to psychiatrist Gopala Sarma Poduri. But the phar-
maceutical industry is not entirely to blame for overprescription of antide-
pressants in India. The situation is more complex and nuanced. Patients
might turn to an antidepressant because of the stigma of seeing a mental
health professional. Mihir, a GP reported that even if he recommends the
services of a specialist psychiatrist, patients are often in denial: [Patients]
don't recognise themselves as having that kind of a problem. [They would
say] I am having loose bowels, or heart palpitations, why are you sending
me to doctors for mad people? Patients often prefer taking medicines over
psychotherapy. Samir, a clinical psychologist said: People think that if they
are not having medicines and they are only going to the therapist to talk,
then they don't have depression; if there is no medicine, there is no prob-
lem. Indian medical education has been criticised for too little emphasis on
psychiatric issues. People first go to a GP but GPs have limited understand-
ing of psychiatric medicine and might keep changing medicines and resort
to polypharmacy, said Prabir. Often the lack of economic resources to af-
ford therapy makes patients and their families see a general practitioner or
non-specialist whose lack of adequate training makes them especially
prone to erroneous diagnosis and overprescription of antidepressants.
With 0.3 psychiatrists, and 0.07 psychologists per 100,000 people in India,
there is no way to effectively handle the caseloads. Suggested figures for
these categories recommend a minimum of 1-4 per 100,000. A shortage of
qualified mental healthcare professionals makes it impossible to cater to
the needs of the difficult-to-access rural population. The problem is so
acute that in 2010, the Ministry of Health proposed a bachelors program in
community health/rural health care. This program has suffered a failure to
launch. In remote areas, researchers have shown a large share of antide-
pressant sales are not generated by licensed doctors, but by an amorphous
group of unlicensed prescribers who have never been formally trained in
medicine . In many ways these unlicenced prescribers are unavoidable.
Amit, a surgeon put it this way: Our rural population is dependent on
quacks'. We are unable to supply qualified medical officers, so the so-
called unauthorised, or those that are called quacks, can't be eliminated
overnight. Patients are often forced to move toward antidepressants even
when they don't really need that level of treatment. The drugs are cheaper
than therapy. A therapy session takes 30 45 min, and that has implications
on the fees. A person might then think I have to set aside 2500 3000 rupees
for counselling, and I will just talk ... On the other hand, if I take antidepres-
sants, my monthly medical bills won't cross thousands of rupees', said
Samir. Clinical depression is a sad and growing reality in India. Promotion
of prescription products by pharmaceutical companies has most definitely
happened, and continues relentlessly, in spite of the changes made to the
Indian Medical Council Regulations in 2002. But big pharma cannot be de-
clared the only culprit. There is a clear case of sociocultural economic
causes including stigma, lack of affordable care, and infrastructural con-
straints like unavailability of qualified healthcare professionals creating a
breeding ground for overprescription to proliferate.

Not just big pharma: How social
factors affect overprescription

Vinod C Dixit

W
e celebrated the International Day of Democracy on September 15. It
allows us the opportunity to celebrate and appreciate our democrat-

ic society. It's very easy for people who live in a free society to take their free-
doms for granted. Democracy is obviously an essential concept to learn about
and this day offers a great opportunity for students to think about what it real-
ly means. A democratic system of government is a form of government in
which supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly
or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodic free
elections. The primary reason for celebrating the day is to promote awareness
regarding the significance of the practice related to democracy in a country.
There are many decisions which are made in democracies. People enjoy a few
rights which are very essential for human beings to live happily. Democracy in
India does not only means providing the right to vote but also ensuring social
and economic equality. Every Indian citizen, above 18 years of age, can exer-
cise the right to vote in India. There is no discrimination based on a person's
caste, creed, religion, gender, or education when providing the right to vote.

DDeemmooccrraaccyy  iinn  IInnddiiaa  wwoorrkkss  oonn  ffiivvee  ddeemmooccrraattiicc  pprriinncciipplleess..
p Sovereign: This means free from the interference or control of any for-

eign power. 
p Socialist: This means providing social and economic equality to all citi-

zens. 
p Secular: This means freedom to practice any religion or reject all. 
p Democratic: This means the government of India is elected by its citi-

zens. 
p Republic: This means the head of the country is not a hereditary king or

queen.

The link between democracy and human rights is captured in Article 21(3)
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states: "The will of the
people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this shall be ex-
pressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting
procedures. There are mainly five principles- republic, socialist, sovereign,
democratic and secular, with all these qualities political parties will contest
elections. A democratic system of government is a form of government in
which supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly
or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodic free
elections. Sovereignty is a vital feature of Indian democracy. Sovereignty
refers to the full power of a governing body over itself without outside inter-
ference. Moreover, people can exercise power in Indian democracy. Most
noteworthy, the people of India elect their representatives. A total of three el-
ements determine the democracy of any country, namely, human rights, free-
dom, and free and fair elections. There are many challenges to democracy like
corruption here, many political leaders and officers who don't work with in-
tegrity everywhere demand bribes, resulting in a lack of trust in the citizens
which affects the country very badly. Antisocial elements are seen during
elections where people are given bribes and are forced to vote for a particular
candidate. International Day of Democracy is a celebration of the mandate of
justice, peace, and the various roles a government has to protect the interest
and rights of its people. India is considered to be the largest democracy
around the globe, with a population of 1.3 billion. Despite being the biggest
democratic nation, India still has a long way to becoming the best democratic
system. Democracy in India is something very precious say it is a gift of the pa-
triotic national leaders to the citizens of India. All citizens must realize and ap-
preciate the great value of democracy which is really unique in the world.

‘Democracy’ is one of the most important
principles for a better world

R ecently, the controversy re-
lating to the raid by the

Income Tax department on Micro
Labs, the manufacturer of Dolo
650 mg drug, for alleged tax eva-
sion surfaced in the news.
Moreover, the Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance (IPA)
has lately given a clean chit to
Micro Labs against the allega-
tions of providing undue advan-
tage to the medical practitioners
by distributing freebies to them
worth Rs. 1000 crores as consid-
eration for prescribing their
tablets to the patients. Although
there is an allegation against the
pharmaceutical manufacturing
company Micro Labs for evasion
of tax, this allegation is sub-
servient to a larger problem
linked with professional miscon-
duct that is often swept under
the carpet and therefore remains
unattended. The whole contro-
versy reveals that this particular
pharmaceutical company is just
the tip of the iceberg and there is
a very high possibility of other
big names being involved in such
illegal activities.

Under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, if any pub-
lic servant accepts or obtains any
sort of gratification whatsoever,
other than his legal remuneration
to which he is legally entitled,
then his or her act would come
under the purview of the
Prevention of Corruption Act and
he or she shall be liable for the
punishment prescribed under the
Act. There are several other
statutes and regulations that are
attracted in cases of professional
misconduct and medical mal-
practice. Among those legal pro-

visions, the regulations framed
for the purpose of regulating the
professional conduct of the med-
ical practitioners and the code of
ethics relating thereto are more
significant in this regard.

The Indian Medical Council has
been empowered under clause
(m) of Section 33 of the Indian

Medical Council Act, 1956, to
make regulations in respect of
the standards of professional
conduct and etiquette, and the
code of ethics to be observed by
medical practitioners with the
previous sanction of the Central
Government. Accordingly, the
Indian Medical Council framed
and notified the Indian Medical
Council (Professional Conduct,
Etiquette and Ethics) Regulations
in the year 2002. Para 1.5 and 6.5
of the said regulations are of
great relevance in respect of this
particular issue. First, let us
analyse para 1.5 under Chapter 1
(Code of Medical Ethics) which
reads as: "Every physician

should, as far as possible, pre-
scribe drugs with generic names
and he/she shall ensure that
there is a rational prescription
and use of drugs". This is an open
secret that pharmaceutical com-
panies very often lure private as
well as government doctors into
prescribing some specific medi-
cines to the patients under the
brand name of their manufactur-
ing company so as to increase the
sales of their pharmaceutical
drugs. This is a flagrant violation
of the Code of Medical Ethics
under which a medical practition-
er is bound (subject to the extent
of feasibility) to mention the
generic names of the drugs he is
prescribing to a patient besides
ensuring the reasonable pre-
scription and use of such drugs.
This clearly has the implication

that the physician must not use
the brand name of any medicine
produced by any particular man-
ufacturing company. 

Similarly, the latter part of para
6.5 under Chapter 6 (Unethical
Acts) reads as: "All the drugs pre-
scribed by a physician should al-
ways carry a proprietary formula
and clear name". A generic drug
is produced by various compa-
nies that manufacture a specific
drug under different commercial
names. Thus, a particular med-
ical drug has different commer-
cial names and yet the generic
name would remain the same.
For instance, if you go to a
chemist and hand him the doc-

tor's prescription having the
generic name of any drug, then
the chemist would give you that
drug under any brand name,
whichever is available to him.
However, if you hand give him a
prescription having the brand
name specifically mentioned in-
stead of the generic name of the
drug, then he would be bound to
give you the drug of that particu-
lar brand only in case he has it.
Otherwise, he will tell you that he
does not have that particular
brand's drug and would offer you
the drug under another brand
name. As a layman, we often be-
come sceptical about using the
medicine under a brand name
other than the one suggested by
our doctor and therefore we tend
to visit other chemist shops in
hope of getting that particular
brand's drug. 

We all have previously encoun-
tered occasions wherein the doc-
tor prescribes some brand's med-
icines to us which are available
only in certain medical stores and
most frequently in the medical
store of the doctor's own clinic.
This is how the marketing and
sale of some pharmaceutical
drugs are carried out on an enor-
mous scale without even having
the need to advertise the drugs.
The pharmaceutical industry is
one of the biggest and most pow-
erful industries of the world and
as the ancient adage goes, 'with
great power comes great respon-
sibility'. The pharmaceutical
companies ought to realise that
the thousands of crores of money
that they spend on the indirect
sale of drugs through prohibited
ways could be utilised in lowering
the price of medicines or in re-
searching ways to increase the
effectiveness of the drugs with
the aim to reduce the dependen-
cy of patients on drugs. Some in-
dustries are not meant just for
the sake of profit-making but for
transforming and healing the
world to make it a healthier place
to live in.

WWrriitteerr,,  LLLL..MM..  ssttuuddeenntt  iinn  BBaannaarraass
HHiinndduu  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ((BBHHUU))  aanndd  aann  aadd--

vvooccaattee  eennrroolllleedd  iinn  tthhee  BBaarr  CCoouunncciill  ooff
UUttttaarr  PPrraaddeesshh..

The legal facets of medical prescriptions

Single dose of alcohol may be enough to permanently alter brain

SHIVANSHU K. SRIVASTAVA 

Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Sep 16: A
case of recovery of ille-
gal amount in country
and English liquor shops
has come to light in
Dhamdha, Nagar
Panchayat of Durg dis-
trict. In which liquor is
being sold at a higher
price than the fixed price
in Dhamdha's English
and Country Liquor.

The same customers
do not give bills on ask-
ing for liquor slips, in
which the nexus of the
officer employees of the
Excise Department in-
cluding the contract
workers is visible, there-
fore, there is a lot of re-
sentment among the al-
coholics who drink alco-
hol in the city area.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
sources, in the English
and country liquor of
Dhamdha, where the
price of one pound of
plain liquor is fixed at Rs
80,the same is being sold
by contract workers for
100 or more.

Similarly, profiteering
by selling at overrate at
the rate of half a pav and
a bottle, in the same way,
after having branded
liquor at an English
liquor shop, another
liquor is handed over to
Goa liquor at the rate of
twenty rupees to thirty

rupees per pav in the
evening.

Illegal recovery of
money is being done con-
tinuously by the liquor
workers. In this work,
the matter of complicity
and participation of the
top officers and employ-
ees of the Excise
Department is coming to
the fore.

The same liquor shop
operator is providing
box-packed liquor to the
coaches of the area in
the evening, due to
which complaints of
fighting in rural areas
are being received.

In rural areas, 36 F ap-
pearances are taken by
the Excise Department,
while it is very impor-
tant to take action
against the shop opera-
tors. Members of the
Nagrik Yuva Manch
have demanded action
against the shop opera-
tors at the earliest.

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Sep 16: Youth
Congress workers have
submitted a memorandum
to the District Collector
and demanded strict ac-
tion against the contractor
and the departmental offi-
cers regarding the quality-
less construction work
done in the diversion
scheme by the Maniyari
Water Resources
Department.

Youth Congress District
President Rajesh
Chhadaiiya said that
under the Agar Diversion
Scheme by the Maniyari
Water Resources
Department, there was a
lot of corruption in the
work of CC lining up to
village Karupan Minor,
Temri Minor and the main
canal.

Poor quality construc-
tion was done due to
which construction work
worth Rs 2 crore 14 lakh

was washed away in just
one month. In the place
where 3 inch casting
should have been done,
only 1 inch casting was
done arbitrarily by the
contractor.

Due to poor quality con-
struction work, huge
cracks and potholes have
developed at many places.
Due to lack of action
against such contractors
and officials, the image of
the government and pub-
lic representatives is get-
ting tarnished.

On July 13, the officers
of the department were
given an explanation by
the collector regarding the
poor construction, but till

date no action has been
taken. Youth Congress has
demanded that a high
level inquiry should be
conducted into the corrup-
tion in the construction
work and strict action
should be taken against

the culprits.
District Youth Congress

President Rajesh
Chhadaiiya, Ajay Singh
Rajput, Yogeshwar, Akash
Bhaskar, Rahul Banjara
etc. were mainly 
present.
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RPF team SECR honored
by Director General

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Sep 16: A short
video clip competition for
Prevention of Trafficking
in Wild Animals (WILEP)
awareness for RPF/RPSF
was organized by Railway
Board at All India level
and in this competition,
information was to be
given about effective ac-
tions and methods against
the anti-social elements
which are harming the en-
vironment and the forest.

Participants of Railway
Protection Force Post,
Chhindwara, South East
Central Railway, and
Nagpur Division partici-
pated in the short video
clip competition.

After testing all the cri-
teria, the video produced
by Railway Protection
Force Post (RPF)
Chhindwara got second
place in this competition.
In the light of which cash
prizes were given to the

participants by the
Railway Board. The above
participants have made
Railway Protection Force,
South East Central
Railway proud by securing
second place in this com-
petition organized at All

India level.
The Inspector General-

cum-Principal Chief
Security Commissioner,
Railway Protection Force,
South East Central
Railway, Bilaspur, while
congratulating the above
medal winners, said that
the Railway Protection
Force would continue to
take action against the
anti-social elements caus-
ing harm to wildlife. In
this competition, Ranjeet
Kumar Singh of South
East Central Railway,
Railway Protection Force,
Chhindwara, Inspector
Dharmendra Kumar, Sub-
Inspector, R Kapil Baghel,
Constable Jyoti Sengar
and others participated.

RYMC been Congressised: Sahu
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Sep 16: In the
meeting of the general as-
sembly of the district pan-
chayat, district panchayat
member Rohit Sahu
raised many issues of
public interest and al-
leged that Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club has been
formed by the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, which has been
completely Congressised.

Their appointment is to
be submitted by the Gram
Panchayat after making a
Munadi, and the appoint-
ment should be made in
the Gram Sabha itself, but
on the pressure of the gov-
ernment, the sub-division-
al officers are doing this
game, due to which the
youth with qualifications
are not getting a chance.

Rajiv Mitan Youth Club
(RYMC) should be formed

by organizing a general
meeting in the Panchayat.
He said that this is Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club of 40
members in a Panchayat,
due to which the youth
are not getting the benefit
of it. Talking about the
Prime Minister's resi-
dence work and allot-

ment, he said is stalled
due to the state govern-
ment not giving its share.

At the same time, he has
raised his voice on many
issues including shortage
of teachers in Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium School
running in Rajim. On this

occasion, District
Panchayat President, Vice
President, MLA represen-
tative Narendra Devangan
and all the members, in-
cluding Chief Executive
Officer Roktima Yadav, of-
ficers and employees of all
District Panchayats were
present.

YC workers submit memorandum to DCLiquor being sold more
than the fixed price
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ACROSS

1. Distinct times

5. Squirrel’s treat

10. Speak imperfectly

14. Abandoned

15. Cowboys’ contest

16. Single time

17. Largest continent

18. Indifferent to government

20. Fright

22. Resounding

23. Unending

25. Golf device

26. Linger

28. Scorch

32. Fragrance

36. Not pos.

38. Bring about

39. ____ Prize

40. Roadster

41. See eye to eye

42. Loop of rope

43. Before, to Keats

44. Flower part

45. Makes do

46. Movie fish

48. Wind direction (abbr.)

51. Continuous

56. “The Texas Chainsaw ____”

61. Alternate route

62. Wipe out completely

64. Initial wager

65. Hit hard

66. Fictional book

67. Koppel and Kennedy

68. Coastal bird

69. Act toward

70. Greek Cupid

DOWN

1. Overjoy

2. Bowler’s button

3. In flames

4. Beatle Ringo ____

5. Biblical mount

6. Law officer

7. Stench

8. Rent again

9. Din

10. Meat cut

11. Andean mountain native

12. Read quickly

13. Animal skin

19. Sock front

21. Marked down in price (2 wds.)

24. Jousting weapon

27. Crave

28. Enclosure

29. Harm

30. On a voyage

31. Whirl

32. Green Gables girl

33. Chess piece

34. Band instrument

35. Army chow

37. Envy’s color

38. “Scarface” gangster

47. Early car (2 wds.)

48. Fri. follower

49. Odor

50. Baseball blunder

52. Iowa or Ohio

53. Photocopier liquid

54. Exceed

55. Printing machine

56. Nearly all

57. Skillful

58. Speak indistinctly

59. Placard

60. Roof projection

63. Steeped brew
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Romance continues to soar today, Aquarius.

You should feel especially sexy. You’re likely to

attract admiring glances from those around

you, including strangers. If you’re single, you

might even attract an exciting new love part-

ner. If you’re already involved, your beloved

could fall in love with you all over again.

Schedule an intimate evening together, if pos-

sible, and make the most of it!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You could feel like a millionaire today, Pisces.

Money matters seem to surpass your expecta-

tions. You might want to spend time fixing up

your home or perhaps shopping for yourself. Do

you have plans to video chat tonight? A sexy

new item might make your friend’s eyes pop!

Increased self-confidence adds even more juice

to an already enhanced appearance. Dress in

your favorite colors and have fun.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Someone you’ve never met before who you
find exceedingly attractive could pass you
today. You might decide to go say hello and
discover not only a physical attraction but
an intellectual compatibility as well. Your
feelings are probably reciprocated! If
you’re single, this attraction might be
worth pursuing. If you’re involved, at least
you might make a new friend.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Career and money matters continue to go
well for you, Taurus, and probably romance,
too. Your life may be the envy of others, but
you probably feel there’s still something
missing. This is a good day to explore meta-
physical and spiritual studies. It’s a time of
transition, and this sort of interest can make
things easier for you, especially if those
close to you share your interest.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Romance and creativity are the driving
forces in your life today, Gemini. You
might find that feelings for a special per-
son provide lots of inspiration for cre-
ative projects. Your creative energy
makes you that much more attractive to
the one you love most. This could prove
to be an emotionally and aesthetically
satisfying day. Make the most of it!

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

ou tend to be down to Earth and practical,
Cancer, but now you feel like indulging in
some flights of fancy. Romance or fantasy
novels could be especially appealing right
now. You might even toy with the idea of
writing one of your own. If you’re currently
romantically involved, your sweetheart
might want to do something special with
you tonight. Enjoy your day.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

An affectionate letter, phone call, or email
could come to you from an old friend, Leo,
expressing gratitude for past favors. This
is going to make you feel warm and loving
toward this person, and you’ll want to
reciprocate in kind. Invite him or her for
coffee and have a long conversation. The
bond between you is strong. This isn’t a
friendship you’ll want to let go.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Have you been thinking about changing
careers, Virgo? You might hear of some
opportunities today, possibly through a col-
league. This could be the right time to make
a change. Positive professional develop-
ments are indicated for you. List your
options and then do some research on each
one. You might be headed toward some
exciting possibilities.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You may feel especially warm and loving,
Libra, and romance could be on your mind.
Time spent with a love partner from another
state or country might seem especially
appealing. This is a great day to schedule an
intimate evening alone with your friend and
see where it takes you. All signs indicate that
your friend returns your feelings, and you
might end up just where you want!

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Erotic dreams could wake you up in a

strange mood, Scorpio. You could long for a

romantic encounter, but the impact is likely

to be stronger than that. These intense

dreams might stimulate your creative

juices. If you aren’t currently working on a

project, ideas could flood your imagination.

Let them stew for a while. There’s no rush to

pick one. Enjoy your day.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You might find yourself reeling from shock

when an old friend suddenly seems to show

romantic interest in you. Conflicting emo-

tions could come up, but don’t write it off if

you’re available. There could be potential for

a good relationship with this person. Don’t

feel that you have to either jump right in or

forget the whole thing. You can test the

waters for a while!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today you may be asked to speak to a virtu-

al gathering or lead an online discussion

group, Capricorn. You tend to be shy, but

today you’ll be all for it and enjoy being in

the limelight, albeit temporarily. You’ll cer-

tainly shine, and others may pay you sin-

cere compliments. After the event, enjoy

the rest of your day. You earned it.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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SS tar Bharat is turning into
one of the top destina-

tions for interesting and grip-
ping content. Sayli Salunkhe
demonstrates her struggle
with Hindi dialect as she plays
the role of Indu in ‘Bohot
Pyaar Karte Hai’. He has been
versatile in playing Marathi
shows, but as steps into the
Hindi television industry, she
discusses her struggle in Hindi
dialect. As Sayli Salunkhe por-
trays a very delicate role of
‘Indu’ she talks about her dic-
tion while delivering dialogues
in Hindi in the show. She says,
“I had to work on my Hindi
diction to be more precise
with my dialogues for the
show Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai. I
feel that performing helps you
learn. Even though being a
Maharashtrian my fluency in
Marathi was not at par so
while doing Marathi television
I sharpen my Marathi diction
as well. And now, while doing

the show ‘Bohot Pyaar Karte
Hai’, I’m learning to be more
precise with my Hindi diction
to do full justice to my charac-
ter. I think we learn more as
we perform over time and I’m
trying to learn each day possi-

ble on this show. Talking more
about her comfort zone in
speaking Marathi and Hindi
language, she says, “I’m com-
fortable in speaking both the
languages as it gives me a
great deal of confidence. As

time goes on, I'm developing
and honing my language skills
so that I can deliver my show's
dialogue with even more preci-
sion. I must say, both Hindi and
Marathi languages give me
immense joy to nurture and
speak. The show is all about
three strangers whose fates
are bringing them together.
Zoon feels an absence of a
father figure in her life. Ritesh,
played by Karan V Grover, a
famous Bollywood actor has
everything a man desires but a
connection in which he can
pour his heart out. On the
other hand, Sayli Salunkhe
plays the role of Indu being
Zoon’s mother. Riteish is play-
ing the role of a person who
takes care of Zoon as a father
and their bond gets deeper
with time.

SSttaayy  ttuunneedd  ttoo  kknnooww  mmoorree
aabboouutt  ‘‘BBoohhoott  PPyyaaaarr  KKaarrttee  HHaaii’’
oonnllyy  aatt  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt  ffrroomm
MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  99::3300ppmm..

‘I had to work on my Hindi diction’ 

H it singer Neha Kakkar
and YouTuber-choreog-

rapher Dhanashree Verma
have come together for the
track 'O Sajna' composed by
Tanishk Bagchi. Both Neha
and Dhanashree said they
shared a friendly bond on the
sets. "In 'O Sajna' you see two
women taking control and
being empowered," Neha
said. "Dhanashree and I got
along like a house on fire and
connected on a personal level.
Fans will see that closeness
and comfort in the music
video as well." The music

video features Neha,
Dhanashree and Priyank
Sharma of 'Bigg Boss 11'
fame. The song will be out
soon on YouTube channel of T-
Series. Dhanashree also
added that she found "soul
sister" in Neha. "I don't have a
sister and while filming 'O
Sajna' I felt like I found a soul
sister in Neha Kakkar, who's
an amazingly warm and fun
person," Dhanashree said.
"Her energy is so infectious
that we bonded immediately
and had a blast while filming
the track," she added.

Neha Kakkar,
Dhanashree Verma
talk about bonding

on ‘O Sajna’ sets

T his week, the charac-
ters from &TV

shows Baal Shiv, Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai will
take the viewers on an en-
tertaining ride. About
&TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, Anita Bhabi shares,
“Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) decides to
pursue acting as a profes-
sion. So they plan to go to
Mumbai, much against
Tiwari's (Rohitashv
Gour) wishes. Later, to
stop Anita Bhabi from
going to Mumbai, he
fakes as a producer and
casts Anita Bhabi in his
film in the lead. Soon,
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) jumps on the band-
wagon to be a part of the

film and requests Tiwari
to cast her, but he rejects
her. Angoori gets sad and
complains about it to
Amma Ji (Soma Rathod),
who scolds Tiwari and or-
ders him to cast Angoori
as the main lead instead
of Anita in his film.
Vibhuti (Aasif Sheikh)
revives his writing pas-
sion by writing a script,
and Tiwari suggests that
Vibhuti write a script

about two heroines. To
get the main role, Anita
and Angoori get into
tough competition. What
will happen if Tiwari’s
lies get exposed to every-
one?”.

Watch Baal Shiv at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

&TV shows take viewers
on an entertaining ride

BB ollywood actress Sara
Ali Khan is often seen

talking about her grandmoth-
er and veteran actress
Sharmila Tagore and recent-
ly, she spoke about playing
her on-screen if a biopic is
made on Sharmila. The
'Atrangi Re' actress, while
answering a question asked
by her fan on portraying her
grandmother in her biopic,
said that it is not easy to
match her grace while por-
traying her in a biopic. "She's
so graceful. I don't know if
I'm graceful," replied Sara.
Tagore is known for her
remarkable performances in
movies such as Shakti
Samanta's 1964 hit 'Kashmir
Ki Kali', her chemistry with
Rajesh Khanna was also liked
by the audience in the films
like 'Aradhana', 'Safar',
'Amar Prem' and others.

During a live show on
Roposo, Sara said she does
not talk to her grandmother
much about her films and
works. She added: "I speak
to badi amma (grandmother)
quite a lot, but I don't think
I've actually spent much time
speaking to her about her
career as such. There are so
many other things. She's so
well-read, interested in cur-
rent events, and has a great
sense of general knowledge.
She's such a classy lady and
she's had such a life. She has
world views and we've spent
so much more time talking
about that than actually her
craft, which I think I should."
On the work front, Sara will
be seen next in Laxman
Utekar's project opposite
Vicky Kaushal and also in
'Gaslight' along with Vikrant
Massey.

Sara on playing Sharmila
Tagore: She’s so 

graceful, don’t know if I am

'Barrister Babu' fame Rachana
Mistry, who is currently seen
on the show 'Na Umra Ki
Seema Ho', talks about her role
and also opens up on the
upcoming track in the show.
This show is all about two indi-
viduals falling in love despite
their age gaps. It features Iqbal
Khan as Dev and Rachana is
depicting the female lead Vidhi
in the daily soap. The actress
has also been part of shows
like 'Shakti-Astitva Ke Ehsaas
Ki' and 'Chandrashekhar'.

She briefed on her on-screen
character: "Vidhi has always
been so shy and innocent, so
for her to start feeling things
she never thought she would is
quite odd. Dev, in Vidhi's opin-
ion, is such a kind soul who has
always encouraged her to feel
good about herself, respects
her for both her good and bad
qualities, and doesn't make fun
of her like other people do."
She added: "That's what led
Vidhi to begin appreciating

Dev. She is oblivious that she
has developed a liking for Dev.
It's an incredible experience
for Vidhi as she has never felt
this way for someone before."

''NNaa  UUmmrraa  KKii  SSeeeemmaa  HHoo''  aaiirrss
oonn  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt..

Rachana Mistry throws light on
her role in ‘Na Umra Ki Seema Ho’

P op singer Justin Beiber, who
was supposed to pay a visit

to India for his tour in October in
the capital, has cancelled the
event due to his health issues.
The announcement comes after
Bieber had pulled out of his on-
going world tour, citing exhaus-
tion as he recovers from Ramsay
Hunt syndrome.

A statement issued by the
spokesperson of BookMyShow
read: "We are extremely disap-
pointed to share that the 'Justin
Bieber Justice World Tour -
India' scheduled for October 18,
2022 at Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium, New Delhi has been
cancelled owing to the singer's
health concer ns. We have just
been informed that due to health
concerns, he will unfortunately
not be able to make it next
month.

"Along with New Delhi in
India, the artist has also can-
celled other stops in the tour's
run-up to the India show includ-
ing Chile, Argentina, Brazil,
South Africa, Bahrain, UAE and
Israel."

The statement further read
that BookMyShow has initiated
all refunds for the tickets.

"While we are deeply disap-
pointed that we will not be able
to welcome Justin Bieber to
India this year on account of his
health concer ns, we wish him
well and hope he recovers at the
earliest to be back for millions of
his fans in India soon.

"While the cancellation of the
'Justin Bieber Justice World
Tour - India' has been dependent
on factors outside of our control,
what is in our hands, is your ex-
perience as a BookMyShow con-
sumer and the transparency you
expect in the resolution to this
situation."

"To that end, BookMyShow has
already initiated a full and com-
plete refund of the ticket amount
for all consumers who had pur-
chased tickets for the show."
Bieber was diagnosed with the
Ramsay Hunt syndrome, which
caused partial paralysis to his
face, earlier this year.

Justin Bieber India tour
cancelled due to ill health
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BBrriissttooll,,  SSeepp  1166  ((PPTTII))::

Indian bowlers put up a
valiant effort with a below par
total to defend before rookie
Alice Capsey held her nerves to
guide England to a seven-wick-
et win in the third women’s T20
International and also clinch
the series 2-1. India put up an
inept batting performance,
scoring only 122 for eight,
courtesy wicketkeeper Richa
Ghosh’s 22-ball 33 and all
rounder Pooja Vastrakar’s
unbeaten 19 off 11 deliveries.

Indian batter were unable to
navigate through the England
spin bowling as the trio of
Sophie Ecclestone (3/25),
Sarah Glenn (2/11) and Bryony
Smith accounted for six wick-

ets. England scored the runs in
18.2 overs, courtesy opener
Sophia Dunkley’s 49 off 44 and
18-year-old Caspey’s unbeaten
38-run knock that took the
hosts over the line and seal the
three-match series 2-1.

“I think we were 20 runs
short. Credit to our bowlers for
keeping us in the game,” India
captain Harmanpreet Kaur said
after the game.

“We just need to stick to our
strengths. One needs to have a
decent total in any format of
the game. We need partner-
ships with the bat,” she added.

Chasing 123, the home side
was off to a brilliant start with
both openers Dunkley and
Danni Wyatt (22 off 23 balls)
sharing a 70-run stand before

India triggered a mini batting
collapse by snaring three quick
wickets in as many overs.

Spin all-rounder Sneh Rana
(1/32) provided the first break-
through for the visitors as
Wyatt miscued a shot.

Dunkley, who hit six fours,
followed next as she was
cleaned up with an excellent
delivery by Vastrakar (1/16).
Captain Amy Jones’ (3) stay in
the middle was then cut short
by Radha Yadav (1/14).

But, Capsey, considered one
of England’s brightest young
talents, continued to attack
and played shots all around the
ground. She was ably support-
ed by Smith, who remained
unbeaten on 13, as the two
steered England to victory.

Earlier, India were in all sorts
of trouble as they slipped to 75
for 7 before Ghosh and
Vastrakar joined forces to take
the visitors to a respectable
total. Both openers, the big hit-
ting Shafali Verma (5 off 12)
and Smriti Mandhana (9 off 8)
were dismissed in the first four
overs. Verma was first to go as
she misjudged the pace of the
delivery by Issy Wong (1/24)
with the ball deflecting off her
pads on to the wicket. Smith
then got the prized wicket of
Mandhana as Ecclestone held
on to a brilliant catch.
Sabbhineni Meghana (0) and
Dayalan Hemalatha (0) strug-
gled to open their account
while skipper Harmanpreet (5)
also had a forgettable day.

Deepti Sharma (24) tried to
repair the innings along with
Ghosh but the all-rounder too
perished as she attempted to
sweep left-arm spinner
Ecclestone but missed, with
Jones completing the stump-
ing. Ghosh, who slammed five
boundaries, and Vastrakar
added 43 runs in the last three
overs to take India over the
100-run mark.

Brief Scores
India Women: 122 for 8 in 20
overs (Richa Ghosh 33 not out,
Deepti Sharma 24; Sophie
Ecclestone 3/25)
EEnnggllaanndd  WWoommeenn::  126 for 3 in
18.2 overs ( Sophia Dunkley 49,
Alice Capsey 38 not out; Radha
Yadav 1/14). 

India batters flop as England
win by 7 wickets in 3rd T20 New York, Sep 16 (AP):

The timing of it all hard-
ly could be more symbolic:
Within a span of two
weeks, Serena Williams
plays what is believed to
be her last match at age 40,
Roger Federer announces
he’ll be retiring at 41, Iga
Swiatek wins her third
Grand Slam title at 21, and
Carlos Alcaraz gets his
first at 19.

After so much hand-
wringing in recent years
about what would become
of tennis once transcen-
dent superstars such as
Williams and Federer
leave the game he told the
world Thursday he will
exit after the Laver Cup
next week; she made her
plans public last month,
then lost in the third
round of the U.S. Open on
Sept. 2 the sport does seem
to be in good hands as it
prepares to move on.

They helped mold ten-
nis into what it is today.
We will miss them, Nick
Bollettieri, a Hall of Fame
coach, said about Federer
and Williams. Having
these youngsters being No.
1, said Bollettieri, who
worked with the Williams
sisters, Andre Agassi, Jim
Courier, Monica Seles and
Maria Sharapova, among
others, is going to make a
big difference for the
tours. First of all, let’s not
forget: Rafael Nadal and
Novak Djokovic are still

around even if injuries, in
Nadal’s case, and vaccina-
tion status, in Djokovic’s
case, have limited their
ability to compete at their
best or always. They com-
bined to win three of the
year’s four Grand Slam ti-
tles, boosting Nadal’s total
to 22, the most for a man,
and Djokovic’s to 21.

Williams has 23, and
Federer 20, and both have
dozens of other trophies,
Olympic medals, hun-
dreds of weeks at No. 1 in
the rankings, and so on.

They are standard-bear-
ers not merely because of
such statistics. Williams
became a celebrity as
much as a record-breaking
athlete and someone who
helped expand the sport’s
audience while inspiring
plenty of kids to take up
tennis. Federer became a
widely respected ambassa-
dor of the game, attracting
fans and new players from
around the globe, too. Now

some of those fresh faces
are prepared to step into
the space that will open up
for new champions, new
prime-time slots on TV,
new sponsorship deals,
new interest.

One never knows how
things will go in sports, of
course, or what might hap-
pen in terms of injuries,
say, or other potential
roadblocks to a long and
distinguished career, but
Swiatek and Alcaraz sure
do appear to be set up for
success. From their ath-
leticism and shot-making,
to their on- and off-court
demeanors, to the teams
that surround them both
work with a sports psy-
chologist, for example
they are preternaturally
mature.

Swiatek, No. 1 since Ash
Barty’s retirement six
months ago, is the first
woman to win two Grand
Slam titles in a single sea-
son since 2016.

Federer, Serena retire; tennis
moves on to Alcaraz, Swiatek

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

Young all-rounder Raj
Angad Bawa has earned
his maiden India A call-
up in the Sanju Samson-
led team for the three-
match One-day series
against New Zealand A,
starting September 22
in Chennai.

The second and third
matches are scheduled
for September 25 and 27
respectively.

Prithvi Shaw, who has
been in fine form in the
Duleep Trophy, is back
in the mix along with
most players, who were
part of the ODI series in
Zimbabwe.

Bawa, hero of India’s
U-19 World Cup winning
campaign, is a fast
medium bowler and left-
handed hard-hitting
middle-order batter.

While he has only
played two Ranji
Trophy games for
Chandigarh, it is under-
stood that the Chetan
Sharma-led selection
committee’s concern is

to create back-up for
Hardik Pandya, who

would time and again
need to focus on work-

load management. With
the likes of Shivam
Dube and Vijay Shankar
not stepping up at the
international level, the
selectors are keen on
creating a pool of back-
up seam bowling all-
rounders.

India have too many
spin bowling all-round-
er options but not many
pace bowlers with good
lower middle-order hit-
ting prowess.

Bawa’s all-round abil-
ities will be put to test
and the selectors will
get an idea if he could
be later upgraded at the
senior level.

India A squad: Prithvi
Shaw, Abhimanyu
Easwaran, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Rahul
Tripathi, Rajat Patidar,
Sanju Samson
(Captain), KS Bharat
( w i c k e t - k e e p e r ) ,
Kuldeep Yadav, Shabhaz
Ahmed, Rahul Chahar,
Tilak Varma, Kuldeep
Sen, Shardul Thakur,
Umran Malik, Navdeep
Saini, Raj Angad Bawa.

To create Hardik’s back-up, selectors
include Raj Angad Bawa in India A squad

Manchester, Sep 16 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo
scored the first Europa
League goal of his career
to help Manchester United
rebound from an opening
loss in the second-tier
competition with a 2-0 vic-
tory over Sheriff Tiraspol.

The Champions League
record scorer converted
from the spot after Jadon
Sancho gave United a 1-0
lead in Moldova. It was the
37-year-old Ronaldo’s first
goal of the season and
699th in club competition.

Happy to score and help
the team win! 3 important
points!” Ronaldo tweeted.

After failing to secure a
transfer to a club in the
Champions League where
he’s scored 141 goals the
Portugal striker had to
settle for playing in the
Europa League for the
first time since 2002 with
Sporting Lisbon.

Ronaldo was given a sec-
ond straight start, includ-
ing last week’s 1-0 loss to
Real Sociedad at Old
Trafford, after he was

used as a substitute in
four straight wins by
United in the Premier
League.

Last weekend’s Premier
League games were post-
poned following the death
of Queen Elizabeth II.

Arsenal, another fa-
vorite of the competition,
had its game against PSV
Eindhoven postponed
from Thursday to Oct. 20
because of limited police

resources in London dur-
ing preparations for the
queen’s state funeral.

Though Chelsea’s
Champions League game
against Salzburg went
ahead Wednesday, the
visit of a large group of
PSV fans traveling from
the Netherlands proved
more challenging.

Real Betis beat
Bulgarian team
Ludogorets 3-2 for its sec-

ond straight win while
Jose Mourinho’s Roma
bounced back from a sur-
prising loss to Ludogorets
last week by cruising 3-0
past 10-man HJK Helsinki.

Feyenoord recorded its
first win by routing Sturm
Graz 6-0, Freiburg won 3-0
at Olympiacos for its sec-
ond victory, and Monaco
was upset 1-0 at home by
Hungary’s Ferencv ros.

Braga and Union Saint-
Gilloise recorded their
second wins also.

West Ham is struggling
in the Premier League but
shining in the Europa
Conference League. The
London club beat
Denmark’s Silkeborg 3-2
for its second victory from
two in Europe’s third-tier
competition.

Villarreal followed suit
with a 2-1 win at Hapoel
Be’er Sheva and Istanbul
Basaksehir kept a perfect
record after a 3-0 victory
over Fiorentina.

Ukrainian club Dnipro-
1 registered a 3-1 victory at
Apollon Limassol, and
Alkmaar beat Vaduz 4-1.

Ronaldo nets 1st Europa League
goal as United beats Sheriff

Ahmedabad, Sep 16 (PTI):

Dronacharya awardee
Jaspal Rana is hoping that
the 36th National Games
will unearth fresh shoot-
ing talent, with several
youngsters getting the op-
portunity to take on the
more established stars.
The National Games will
be held in Gujarat from
September 29 to October
12.

“Not everyone gets to
compete in national events
and eventually for the
country. But this is where
you spot talent. Even state
meets can throw up fresh
talent. I am sure by the end
of the National Games, we
will see a few new faces
who might shine for India
in the future,” the multi-
ple-time Asian Games gold
medallist said.

Rana has been instru-
mental in shaping the ca-
reers of several young-
sters, including Manu
Bhaker, Saurabh
Choudhary and Anish

Bhanwala while working
with the junior national
squad.

As someone who first
won laurels for India at the
1994 Junior World
Championship in Milan
before going on to excel in
the Hiroshima Asian
Games later that year, the
now 46-year-old Rana feels
the National Games will
offer the right exposure to
all participants.

“We do not have the
Asian Games this time in

Hangzhou, so it is a great
opportunity for all our ath-
letes to come together and
showcase their skills in
Gujarat.

“It is not about just
shooting. There are so
many different disciplines
at the National Games and
if the cream of talent can
compete with the lesser ex-
perienced players, it will
be very good,” he said.

Rana himself is keen to
watch all the shooting ac-
tion during the Games as
he firmly believes that
watching any competition
is a learning experience
even for coaches.

“The talent base (in
shooting) is very strong
and we have seen how
youngsters grab the
chance which comes their
way. I would like to see
India’s best shooters come
to Gujarat and entertain
the spectators. There is
also an opportunity for
younger marksmen to
learn from the seniors,” he
said.

We will see new talent
in shooting, says Rana

Mumbai, Sep 16 (PTI):

Former South Africa
wicketkeeper batter Mark
Boucher has been appoint-
ed Mumbai Indians’ head
coach for the upcoming
IPL season, the franchise
announced on Friday.

The 45-year-old replaces
former Sri Lanka skipper
Mahela Jayawardene, who
has been elevated to the
role of global head of per-
formance by the fran-
chise. Boucher, who is cur-
rently the head coach of
the South Africa men’s na-
tional team, had earlier
this week announced he

will be stepping down
from the role after the up-
coming T20 World Cup.

It is an honor and privi-
lege to be appointed as
Head Coach of MI. Their
history and achievements
as a franchise clearly put
them up there as one of
the most successful sport-
ing franchises in all of
world sport,” Boucher
said in a media release.

“I look forward to the
challenge and respect the
need for results. It’s a
strong unit with great
leadership and players. I
look forward to adding
value to this dynamic
unit, he added. Boucher
has had a long and illustri-
ous career and holds the
record for the most Test
dismissals by a wicket-
keeper. Post-retirement he
took over as coach for
Titans, a top-level cricket
franchise in South Africa,
and led them to five do-
mestic titles. In 2019, he
was appointed as the head
coach of South Africa
where he crafted 11 Test
wins, 12 in ODIs and 23
T20I victories.

Mark Boucher named head
coach of Mumbai Indians

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  SSeepp  1166  ((PPTTII))::

The spin duo of Saurabh
Kumar and Rahul Chahar
sparkled with the ball to bundle
out New Zealand A for 237 and
hand India A the first-innings
lead on the second day of the
third unofficial Test here on
Friday. Slow left-arm orthodox
bowler Saurabh (4/48) and leg-
spinner Chahar (3/53) shared
seven wickets between them
to bowl out New Zealand A in
71.2 overs and hand India A
lead of 56 runs in the first
innings of the four-day game.

At stumps, India A were 40
for one in 11 overs, extending
their overall lead to 96 runs.

Abhimanyu Easwaran (4)
was the lone Indian wicket to
fall in their second innings,
LBW to Sean Solia.

Ruturaj Gaikwad, who
scored a century in the first
innings was batting on 18 in the
company of skipper Priyank
Panchal (17). Earlier, New
Zealand A made a torrid start
to their innings in reply to India
A’s 293, losing half of their side
inside 100 runs. After Shardul
Thakur (1/33) and Mukesh

Kumar (2/48) gave the initial
breakthroughs, Chahar joined
the party and picked up the
wickets of Dane Cleaver (34)
and captain Tom Bruce (13) to
reduce New Zealand A to 99 for
five. But Mark Chapman and
Solia resurrected the visitors’
innings, stitching 114 runs for
the sixth wicket.

While Chapman made a
quick 91 off 115 balls, with the
help of eight boundaries and
two hits over the fence, Solia’s
knock was decorated with
seven fours. Saurabh broke the
dangerous-looking partnership
with the wicket of Chapman
and then dismissed two more
New Zealand A batters — Solia
and Joe Walker — in the 66th
over to hand India A the upper
hand. Chahar and Saurabh
then wrapped up New Zealand
A’s innings in no time.

BBrriieeff  SSccoorreess
India A: 293 & 40 for 1 in 11

overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 18 not
out, Priyank Panchal 17 not
out; Sean Solia 1/20) vs New
Zealand A: 237 all out in 71.2
overs (Mark Chapman 92, Sean
Solia 54; Saurabh Kumar 4/48,
Rahul Chahar 3/53).

Spinners shine as India A
take upper hand against NZ

A in 3rd unofficial Test

Jadeja taking 
‘one step at a time’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Ravindra Jadeja is
recovering at home after
undergoing knee surgery
which has ruled him out of next
month’s T20 World Cup. Jadeja
posted a picture on Instagram
in which he is seen moving
around on crutches with his
right knee in a cast. ‘One step
at a time,’ he captioned the
Instagram post. The 33-year-
old all-rounder suffered a knee
injury during the Asia Cup
which saw him miss the tour-
nament after a couple of
matches. Jadeja reportedly
hurt his knee after slipping on
a ski board during the team’s
trip to a beach in Dubai during
the Asia Cup.



New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Friday said he has failed
to understand what the
liquor scam was about,
and advised the Centre to
do positive things for
progress of the country
instead of "harassing"
everyone with CBI and
ED.

His remarks came amid
raids by the Enforcement
Directorate at 40 locations
across the country in con-
nection with alleged ir-
regularities in implemen-
tation of Excise Policy
2021-22 of the AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi.

"I have till date not been
able to understand what
this liquor scam is. One of
their (BJP) leaders said it
is a scam of Rs 1.5 lakh
crore. How can it be a

scam of Rs 1.5 lakh crore
when the whole budget of
Delhi is Rs 70,000 crore
only?

"Another of their lead-
ers said it was a Rs 8,000
crore scam, yet another

said it was a Rs 1,100 crore
scam. The L-G said it was
a Rs 144 crore scam, while
the CBI said it was a Rs 1
crore scam," Kejriwal
said in a press conference.

He said the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) during its raid at
his deputy Manish
Sisodia's residence,
search of his locker and
enquiries at his village
did not find even a
penny of irregularities
in the policy. "So, what
is this scam?" he ques-
tioned.

Accusing the BJP-led
Centre, the chief minis-
ter said it should do
some positive work for
the country instead of
indulging day and night
with the CBI and the
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate (ED).

"If the Centre does not

do any positive work and
keep troubling and scar-
ing everyone with CBI and
ED, how will the country
progress?" he asked.

Kejriwal said the Centre
is free to catch anyone if
some wrong is done, but
the progress of the coun-
try is hampered if it "un-
necessarily" uses CBI and
ED to "scare and threaten"
everyone.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): 

The BJP will organise
"unity in diversity" festi-
vals, a blood donation drive
and a cleanliness drive
across the country as part
of its fortnight-long "seva"
campaign to mark Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
birthday on Saturday.
According to Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) general
secretary Arun Singh, the
campaign will be launched
on Modi's birthday on
September 17 and conclude
on October 2, the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the BJP head-
quarters here on Friday,
Singh said the primary ob-
jective of the fortnight-long
campaign is to "reach out to
the poor and downtrodden
and improve their quality

of life". As part of the cam-
paign, the workers of the
saffron party will organise
"unity in diversity" festivals
in all districts and send out
the message of "Ek Bharat,
Shresth Bharat" (One India,
Great India) to people. As
part of these festivals, BJP

functionaries will identify a
state different from theirs
and adopt its language and
culture for a day, Singh
said. A plantation drive, a
cleanliness drive and
awareness campaigns on
water conservation will
also be organised during

the fortnight, he added.
Singh further said BJP
workers will distribute
equipment among differ-
ently-abled people, promote
khadi products and organ-
ise free health checkup
camps during the fortnight.

"The welfare of the poor
and downtrodden is the
focal point of the welfare
schemes of the government
led by Prime Minister
Modi," Singh said. As part
of the campaign, BJP work-
ers and people in general
will be encouraged to use
khadi and local products on
October 2. The saffron party
has formed an eight-mem-
ber panel led by Singh for
monitoring the campaign.
The BJP has been celebrat-
ing Modi's birthday as "Seva
Diwas" (Day of Service) for
years by organising welfare
activities across the country
for a fortnight.

Mumbai, Sep 16 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday
opposed the bail plea of
Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut,
arrested in a money laun-
dering case linked to al-
leged irregularities in a
housing redevelopment
project here.

Earlier this month, the
Sena leader had filed an ap-
plication in the special
court hearing cases related
to Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
saying the case against him
was a perfect example of
"abuse of power" and "polit-
ical vendetta". In the bail

plea, the Rajya Sabha mem-
ber said he has been vic-
timised to forcibly crush
the opposition faced by the
ruling party. The ED on
Friday filed its written
reply before special judge M
G Deshpande, in which it
opposed Raut's bail. The de-
tails of probe agency's reply
were, however, not available
yet. The ED probe pertains
to alleged financial irregu-
larities in the redevelop-
ment of Patra 'chawl' and
related financial property
transactions involving
Raut's wife and alleged as-
sociates. Siddharth Nagar,
popularly known as Patra
Chawl is an area located in

Goregaon, a northern
Mumbai suburb. It housed
nearly 672 homes spread
over 47 acres of land.

In 2008, the Maharashtra
Housing and Development
Authority (MHDA) had
handed over the project of
redeveloping the Chawl to
Guru Ashish Construction
Private Limited (GACPL), a
sister company of HDIL
(Housing Development and
Infrastructure Ltd).
GACPL was supposed to
build 672 flats for the people
there and develop flats for
MHDA and sell the remain-
ing land to private develop-
ers for GACPL's own devel-
opment works.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): 

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment is leaving no stone
unturned to realise the
"dream of a New India"
that is not dependent on
any country to fulfill its
needs, especially those re-
lated to security, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Friday.

During an event here, he
also said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' is
"making India one of the
strongest and most respect-
ed countries in the world"
and exuded confidence that
the country will achieve
the target of Rs 1.75 lakh
crore of defence produc-
tion by 2025.

Underlining the steps

taken by the defence min-
istry to achieve
'Aatmanirbharta' (self-re-
liance) in defence, Singh
said, "The issuance of three
positive indigenisation lists
of 310 items as well as en-
couraging the private sec-
tor to become a part of the
nation's growth story is tes-
tament to the government's
unwavering commitment
to provide the armed forces
with indigenously devel-
oped state-of-the-art
weapons and platforms,
and equip them to deal
with all future challenges."

The domestic industry
has the capacity and capa-
bility to manufacture the
latest defence platforms in
water, land, sky and space
in the next few years, and
the "government is making

all efforts to provide them
with the necessary envi-
ronment," he was quoted as
saying in a statement is-
sued by the ministry.

At an Army seminar in
Delhi on September 12,
Singh had said that the gov-
ernment was committed to
creating a robust, secure
and self-reliant logistics
system to effectively deal
with future security chal-
lenges.

On Friday, the minister
asserted that "the govern-
ment is leaving no stone
unturned to realise the
dream of a 'New India'
which is not dependent on
any country to fulfill its
needs, especially those re-
lated to security". He also
lauded the "timely and bold
decisions" taken by Modi

which, he said, have "trans-
formed India's image in the
world from a silent observ-
er to an assertor and
provider".

"Defence exports, which
were once Rs 1,900 crore,
have now crossed Rs 13,000
crore," the defence minister
noted. He also exuded con-
fidence that India will be
"achieving the target of Rs
1.75 lakh crore of defence
production by 2025, which
includes export of Rs 35,000
crore".

He made special mention
of the country's first in-
digenous aircraft carrier
INS Vikrant, with 76 per
cent indigenous content,
which was commissioned
by the prime minister on
September 2 in Kochi. He
termed it as an important

milestone in India's path to
achieve self-reliance.

Singh, however, made it
clear that
"'Aatmanirbharta' does
not mean isolation". He de-
fined it as India's resolve
to give hope and relief to
the whole world. "Today,
the world has realised that
the manufacturing hub
should not be in any one
country. In the changed
circumstances, big MNCs
are exploring new options
to decentralise its manu-
facturing.

India not only fulfils that
quest, but also gives hope
that this manufacturing
shift has the potential to
provide a new lift to the en-
tire global economy. India
is the centre of global opti-
mism," he said.

‘India facing highest 
unemployment rate in 45 years’
Kollam, Sep 16 (PTI): 

India is facing the high-
est unemployment rate in
the last 45 years and it was
the duty of the Congress
party to strengthen the fu-
ture of the youth and bring
positivity to the minds of
youngsters in the country,
senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi said on
Friday. Gandhi, who has
embarked on the 'Bharat
Jodo Yatra,' reached
Neendakara in Kollam dis-
trict today, the ninth day
since he began his foot
march on September 7.

In a Facebook post,
Gandhi said he had been
meeting many youngsters
during the march and was
understanding their expec-
tations from the govern-
ment. If the country could
make use of the youth
power, the nation could

grow very fast, he said.
"But today the country

has the highest unemploy-
ment in the last 45 years,
educated youngsters are
wandering in search of
employment and disap-
pointed. It is our duty and

also the need of the time
today to strengthen the fu-
ture of our youth, bring
positivity to them."

After the conclusion of
the morning leg of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, Gandhi
has been engaged in discus-

sions with cashew workers,
entrepreneurs, trade
unions and leaders of RSP
and Forward Block, both al-
lies of the Congress party.

"I am meeting with
many youngsters during
our Bharat Jodo trip, un-
derstanding their expecta-
tions from the government,
what kind of help they
want from us to make their
future bright and how
many more possibilities
can we create for them," he
said.

Gandhi also noted that
the purpose of the Yatra
was to lend an ear to chil-
dren, old, young, women,
poor, farmers and tribals
and to resolve their prob-
lems. "We are also succeed-
ing, the youth are openly
talking to us, walking to-
gether. I hope we all will
unite our India and make it
forward," he added.
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A vendor sells fruits meant to be used as offerings for Lord Vishwakarma, on the eve of Vishwakarma Puja, in Kolkata, Friday.

VISHWAKARMA PUJA

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra in Kollam, Kerala.

Modi govt leaving no stone unturned to
realise dream of a New India: Rajnath

Patra chawl case: ED 
opposes Shiv Sena MP 
Sanjay Raut’s bail plea

BJP to organise ‘unity in diversity’ festivals during
fortnight-long campaign to mark PM Modi's birthday

BJP leader Mahesh Chand Srivastava with party leaders
performs havan on the eve of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s birthday, in Varanasi, Friday.

Centre should do positive things instead of
‘harassing’ everyone with CBI and ED: Kejriwal

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal speaks during a
felicitation ceremony 
organised for students of
Delhi government schools
who topped in JEE and
NEET exams, in New Delhi,
Friday.

DU to use ‘normalised scores’ to prepare merit lists: Official
New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

Delhi University will
prepare merit lists on the
basis of "normalised"
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)
scores for admission to un-
dergraduate programs, a
senior varsity official said
on Friday. The results for
the debut edition of the
CUET for the undergradu-
ate admissions were de-
clared by the National
Testing Agency on Friday.

The NTA said the merit
lists will be prepared by
participating universities,
which will decide on the
process of counselling
based on the CUET-UG
scorecard.The scorecards
of candidates mention

subject-wise percentile
scores and normalised
scores also called NTA
scores.

The normalised scores
were calculated from the
raw scores of each candi-
date using the equi-per-
centile method for parity
across sessions in which
they gave their exams.

"We will prepare merit
lists based on normalised
scores as normalisation is
necessary to provide a
level playing field," said a
senior varsity official.

Delhi University began
its admission process
early this week.
Admission through the
Common Seat Allocation
System will be conducted
in three phases -- submis-

sion of the CSAS-2022 ap-
plication form, selection of
programmes, and filling of
preferences, and seat allo-
cation and admission. It is
at the second phase when
the scores of CUET will be
required.

The official said that the
university will open a pref-
erence-filing Phase in the
coming days. "Candidates
will log in to their CSAS
2022 dashboard to choose
the Program/s s(he) is
willing to take admission
if allocated.

The candidate will also
fill in the Program and
College Combinations
preferences for every
Program selected by
them," the official said.

"The candidate must

confirm the order of pref-
erences for the Program
and College combinations
by clicking on 'Submit'
on/before the last day of
the Preference-Filling
phase," the official added.

The merit list for the un-
reserved category seats
will comprise all candi-
dates in order of merit, the
official said. Separate
merit lists will be declared
for candidates seeking ad-
mission under supernu-
merary quotas.

Meanwhile, Jamia
Millia Islamia, which is
taking admission through
CUET for only 10 UG
courses, said that they will
release a merit list based
on the normalised CUET
scores as soon as the NTA

will provide them with
score cards of students.

"As soon as NTA will
provide us scorecards of
students who have shown
interest in taking admis-
sion in Jamia. We will pre-
pare a merit list based on
the normalised CUET
score," Registrar Nazim
Jafri told PTI. The
Registrar also said that the
university will begin class-
es for students admitted in
these courses from
October 6

"We will induct students
adhering to our reserva-
tion policies. The admis-
sion process will likely
conclude by the last week
of September. And classes
will begin on October 6,"
Jafri added.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): After the Common
University Entrance Test results were declared, UGC
Chairman M Jagadesh Kumar on Friday said univer-
sities will prepare rank lists for undergraduate admis-
sions on the basis of "normalised" scores and not per-
centile or "raw marks". Kumar told PTI that the scores
have been normalised to provide a level playing field
for students who wrote the exam in the same subject
on different days or in different shifts. The results for
the debut edition of the Common University Entrance
Test (CUET)-UG were declared earlier in the day. "The
rank lists will be prepared by universities using nor-
malised NTA (National Testing Agency) scores and
not on the basis of percentile. The scores have been
normalised to provide a level playing field for students
since they wrote test in the same subject on different
days," Kumar said. "Normalisation of CUET scores
has been done separately for each subject for which
the exam was held in multiple shifts," he added.

Universities to use ‘normalised’ CUET scores for
preparing merit lists, not percentile: UGC chief

Taj photoshoot
AAggrraa:: A US-based hearing
aid company has tendered
an apology for carrying
out a product photoshoot
on the Taj Mahal premis-
es, a senior
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) official said on
Friday. He said the compa-
ny has informed that the
photographs would not be
put to commercial use.
According to Supreme
Court guidelines, any 
kind of commercial 
activity is prohibited on
the Taj Mahal premises.

HC judge quits
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The govern-
ment has notified the res-
ignation of Justice
Rameshwar Vyas, a judge
of the Rajasthan High
Court. Vyas, who was ele-
vated to the high court in
March 2020, was due to
superannuate on
September 10. His resig-
nation came into effect
from the afternoon of
August 31, 2022. “Shri
Justice Rameshwar Vyas
has tendered his resigna-
tion from the office of
Judge of the High Court
of Rajasthan, in pur-
suance of proviso (a) to
clause (1) of Article 217
of the Constitution, with
effect from 31.08.2022
afternoon,” read a 
notification issued by the
government on
September 13.

Patel elevated 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former Union
minister Praful Patel has
been elevated as vice
president of Sharad
Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party, a party
statement said on Friday.
Pawar, 81, was re-elected
as president of the
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) at its nation-
al convention held at the
Talkatora Stadium here
on Sunday. Pawar was
then authorised to name
the national office-bear-
ers and working commit-
tee of the party.

Blast 
JJaammmmuu:: A low-intensity
blast occurred outside
the house of a District
Development Council
member in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch district,
officials said on Friday.
No one was injured in the
blast that occurred late
on Thursday night, they
said. A mysterious blast
occurred outside the
house of DDC member
Sohail Malik in Fazlabad
village of Surankote
tehsil. Malik’s SUV, which
was parked on the road,
was damaged in the
blast, the officials said.

DURGA PUJA FESTIVAL

A clay idol of Goddess Durga being loaded into a truck for transportation ahead
of the Durga Puja festival, in Nadia, Friday.
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Tibetan spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama sits on his cere-
monial chair as he gives a

religious talk at the
Tsuglakhang temple in

Dharamshala.
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New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday suggested that the
Centre assist the medical
students who had re-
turned to the country from
Ukraine in view of the
war with Russia by creat-
ing a web portal giving de-
tails of the foreign univer-
sities, where they could
complete their courses as
per the government’s aca-
demic mobility pro-
gramme. A bench of
Justices Hemant Gupta
and Sudhanshu Dhulia
said that there should be a
transparent system and
the web portal should
specify complete details of
the fees and the number of
seats available in the alter-
native foreign universities
from where they could
complete their courses.

At the outset, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre said
that he is not taking an ad-
versarial stand and sought
time to get instruction
from the government on
the suggestions of the

bench. The bench posted
the matter for further
hearing on September 23.

The top court was hear-
ing a batch of petitions
filed by students, who are
undergraduate medical
students of first to fourth-
year batches in their re-
spective foreign medical
colleges/universities, who
are primarily seeking
transfer to medical col-
leges in India in their re-
spective semesters.

The Centre, in its affi-
davit filed on Thursday,
said that they (students)
cannot be accommodated
in medical colleges here
for lack of provisions
under the law and till now,
no permission has been
given by the National
Medical Commission
(NMC) to transfer or ac-
commodate any foreign
medical students in any
Indian medical insti-
tute/University.

It, however, had said
that to aid and assist such
returnee students who
could not complete their
MBBS courses in Ukraine,

NMC in consultation with
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has issued a
Public Notice dated
September 6, 2022 (aca-
demic mobility pro-
gramme), indicating that
NMC would accept com-
pletion of their remaining
courses in other countries
(with the approval of par-
ent university/Institution
in Ukraine).

The government said
that after such completion
of their remaining cours-
es, the certificate, of
course, completion/degree
is expected to be issued by
the parent institutions in
Ukraine.

It added that in the pub-
lic notice dated September
6, the phrase “global mo-
bility” cannot be interpret-
ed to mean accommoda-
tion of these students in
Indian colleges
/Universities, as the ex-
tant regulations in India
do not permit migration of
students from foreign uni-
versities to India.

“The aforesaid Public
notice cannot be used as a

back door entry in Indian
colleges/Universities of-
fering UG courses”, it said.

The government further
said, “It is humbly submit-
ted that in so far as such
students are concerned,
there are no such provi-
sions either under the
Indian Medical Council
Act, 1956 or the National
Medical Commission Act,
2019 as well as the
Regulations to accommo-
date or transfer medical
students from any foreign
medical institutes/col-
leges to Indian medical
colleges”.

It referred to the allega-
tions of the students that
even though public notice
of September 6, conveys
no objection to the aca-
demic mobility pro-
gramme, which is a tempo-
rary relocation of the af-
fected foreign students in
different foreign countries
globally, it is not clear as to
whether Indian universi-
ties are also included in
the realm of “Universities
in different countries glob-
ally”.

Lakhimpur Kheri, Sep 16
(PTI): The Uttar Pradesh
Police is mulling over slap-
ping the stringent National
Security Act against the six
people arrested for the rape
and murder of two Dalit
sisters in the state’s
Lakhimpur Kheri. The sis-
ters, aged 15 and 17, were
found hanging from a tree
in a sugarcane field on
Wednesday evening. The
National Security Act
(NSA) allows the detention
of people up to one year
without any charge. “We
are mulling to impose the
NSA on the six accused per-
sons. Apart from this, DNA
samples of the six accused
persons and the two girls

will also be sent for an ex-
a m i n a t i o n , ”
Superintendent of Police
Sanjiv Suman told PTI on
Friday. Suman said none of
the accused is minor, dis-
missing reports of the kin
of some of them making
the claiming. Meanwhile,
Assistant District
Government Counsel
Brijesh Pandey said the ac-
cused were produced be-
fore a POCSO court, which
sent them to a 14-day judi-
cial custody. District
Magistrate Mahendra
Bahadur Singh on Friday
told reporters that the mon-
etary relief of Rs 8.25 lakh
each has been released in
favour of the girls’ family.

Ahmedabad, Sep 16 (PTI):

A court in Ahmedabad
on Friday sentenced
Gujarat Congress’s work-
ing president and MLA
Jignesh Mevani and 18
others to six months’
simple imprisonment in
a 2016 case of rioting.

The case was related to
a road blockade agitation
staged by Mevani and his
associates.

Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
P N Goswami, who also
imposed a fine on
Mevani and others, sus-
pended their sentence till
October 17 to enable
them file appeals. The

case was registered
against Mevani and 19
others at the University
police station here in
2016 for staging road
blockade to press their
demand that an under-
construction building of
the law department of
Gujarat University be
named for Dr B R
Ambedkar.

The First Information
Report was registered
under Indian Penal Code
sections 143 (unlawful as-
sembly) and 147 (rioting)
as well as sections of the
Gujarat Police Act. One
of the accused died dur-
ing the pendency of the
case.

Lucknow/Unnao, Sep 16
(PTI): Heavy rains
brought down walls in
parts of Uttar Pradesh on
Friday, killing 13 people in-
cluding nine labourers
who were buried alive
under the debris in the
state capital. The state gov-
ernment has announced
financial assistance of Rs
4 lakh to the families of
the deceased. In Lucknow,
an under-construction
boundary wall of an Army
enclave collapsed follow-
ing overnight rains, leav-
ing nine labourers dead
and one injured, police
said. “Some labourers
were living in huts outside
an Army enclave in the
Dilkusha area. Owing to

heavy overnight rains, the
boundary wall of the
Army enclave collapsed,”
Joint Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order)

Piyush Mordia told PTI.
“We reached the spot
around 3 am. Nine bodies
were pulled out from the
debris.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday said
it has frozen Rs 46.67 crore
funds of merchant entities
kept in four online pay-
ment gateway accounts of
Easebuzz, Razorpay,
Cashfree and Paytm after
it carried out raids this
week against a “Chinese-
controlled” investment
token app.

The funds have been
frozen under the anti-
money laundering law.

The latest action comes
after the agency earlier
this month raided the
Bengaluru premises of

Razorpay, Paytm and
Cashfree over alleged ir-
regularities in the opera-
tions of instant app-based
loan giving companies
“controlled” by Chinese
persons and later similar
seizure order for Rs 17
crore funds kept in their
accounts was issued.

The latest searches were
launched on September 14
at multiple premises of
the accused in Delhi,
Mumbai, Ghaziabad,
Lucknow and Gaya in a
money laundering case
being probed against an
app-based token called
HPZ and its related enti-
ties. Sixteen premises of

banks and payment gate-
ways in Delhi, Gurugram,
Mumbai, Pune, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Jaipur,
Jodhpur and Bengaluru
were also searched by the
ED officers as part of the
same operation, the feder-
al agency said in a state-
ment.

The ED case, filed under
criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
stems from an October,
2021 FIR filed against the
accused company and its
linked persons by the
cyber crime unit of the
Kohima Police in
Nagaland.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

The ED on Friday
launched fresh raids at
about 40 locations across
the country as part of a
money laundering inves-
tigation into alleged ir-
regularities in the now
scrapped Delhi Excise
Policy, official sources
said.

The searches are being
conducted at premises
linked to liquor business-
men, distributors and
supply chain networks in
Nellore and some other
cities in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and Delhi-NCR, they said.
The action started early
morning with agency

teams being escorted by
police personnel at the lo-
cations being searched by
them.

This is the second
round of raids by the fed-
eral agency in this case

after it first conducted
searches on September 6
at about 40 locations
across the country in-
cluding that of some
Punjab government ex-
cise department officers.

CChhaannddiiggaarrhh,,  SSeepp  1166  ((PPTTII))::
Former chief minister and
Punjab Lok Congress chief
Amarinder Singh will join the
BJP next week, a party
spokesperson said on Friday.
Singh will also merge his newly
formed party with the BJP.

He had floated the Punjab
Lok Congress (PLC) last year
after quitting the Congress fol-
lowing his unceremonious exit
as chief minister. Singh (80)
will join the BJP in the presence
of party president JP Nadda
and other leaders in Delhi.

Seven former MLAs and one
former MP, who joined the PLC,
will be among those to follow
Singh on Monday, PLC
spokesperson Pritpal Singh
Baliawal told PTI over phone.

Other office bearers and dis-
trict presidents of the PLC will

join the BJP in a separate event
in Chandigarh next week,
Baliawal added.

Singh, who recently
returned from London follow-
ing a spinal surgery, has met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in the past fortnight.

After his meeting with Shah
on September 12, Singh said he
held a very productive discus-
sion on various issues related
to national security, rising
cases of narco-terrorism in
Punjab and the future roadmap
for the state’s overall holistic
development.

Singh had conveyed his
intention to merge his party
with the BJP before departing
for London, senior Punjab BJP
leader Harjit Singh Grewal had
said in July.

Bhubaneswar, Sep 16 (PTI):

India will roll out its
first hydrogen-powered
train, designed, developed
and manufactured indige-
nously, on the next
Independence Day, Union
minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said.

India has been able to
build trains which are
among the best in the
world and the next big
thing will be when the hy-
drogen-powered train is
rolled out on August 15,
2023, the minister for rail-
ways, communication,
electronics and IT said
here at a programme.

The world’s first hydro-
gen-powered train was

rolled out in Germany last
month. This gas is an envi-
ronment-friendly fuel.

At the programme on
Thursday, the minister
said that a train, built at
the Integral Coach Factory
(ICF), Chennai, was re-
cently found to be among
the best five trains in the
world.

It moved at a speed of
180 km per hour which
amazed the world, he said.

This train is better than
all other trains on multi-
ple parameters. A glass of
water kept in the driver’s
cabin stays undisturbed
even when the train moves
at the maximum speed in-
dicating its stability,
Vaishnaw said.

Woman jumps
into well with two

children 
KKoorrbbaa:: A 23-year-old woman
allegedly committed suicide
by jumping into a well along
with her two children at a vil-
lage in Chhattisgarh’s Korba
district, police said on Friday.

Bodies of Girja Bai, her two-
year-old daughter Sania and
six-month-old son Siddhant,
were found floating in the well
near their house in Mangamar
village under Dipka police sta-
tion limits on Thursday, an
official said.

As per preliminary investi-
gation, Girja had left the
house with her children while
other family members were
asleep in the early hours of
Thursday, he said. The woman
took the children to the well
and jumped into it with them,
he said.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

As the Centre readies a
list of dos and don’ts for
social media influencers,
the thriving community
of individuals and com-
panies is contemplating
the challenges of a more
regulated’ future — and
it’s not all bad.

So whether it is podcast
host Vedant Kaushik or
marketing agency Pulp
Strategy — the two ends
of the influencer spec-
trum working towards
pushing trends with their
endorsement of products
ranging from makeup to
movies — both welcome
the move to streamline
the sector. The
Advertising Standards

Council of India (ASCI)
pegs the social media in-
fluencer industry at USD
150 million (approx Rs
1,200 crore).

The proposed guide-
lines will eradicate in one
go the vagueness on
whether a piece of con-
tent is sponsored or not...
We have laws and stan-
dards for TV, films, radio,
etc. why not for the mod-
ern medium of social
media, Kaushik, who has
nearly 60,000 followers on
Instagram, told PTI.

A certain adjustment
time may see some chaos.
In the long run, this will
lead to more responsible
behaviour in the digital
marketing ecosystem,
added Ambika Sharma,

Pulp Strategy’s founder
and managing editor.

The Department of
Consumer Affairs is ex-
pected to come out with
guidelines for the com-
munity in the next few
days, sources said.
Influencers with large fol-
lowers on social media
platforms such as
Instagram are endorsing
products after taking pay-
ments from brands, they
explained.

Soon, however, they
will be required to put a
disclaimer in their posts
when they endorse a
brand or are paid by a
brand for promotion, the
sources said. Violation of
these guidelines might at-
tract hefty penalties.

SC to Centre

‘Make portal to assist Ukraine returned medical
students in admissions to foreign colleges’

Jignesh Mevani sentenced to six
months in jail in 2016 rioting case

Lakhimpur Kheri rape-murder

Police mull slapping stringent
NSA against six accused

13 killed in incidents of wall 
collapse in UP amid heavy rains

Rescue work underway after the boundary wall of an
Army enclave collapsed due to heavy overnight rains,
in Lucknow, Friday.

ED conducts fresh raids at 40 location

Chinese loan apps

ED freezes over Rs 46-cr worth funds
kept in payment gateway accounts

India to roll out Hydrogen
powered train on next I-Day

Former Punjab CM Amarinder
Singh to join BJP next week

Boon or bane? Social influencers eye long
term gains of proposed dos and don’ts

Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
officials outside the residence of
MP Magunta Sreenivasulu Reddy
during a raid as part of a money

laundering investigation into
alleged irregularities in the now-

scrapped Delhi Excise Policy 
2021-22, in New Delhi, Friday.

Excise policy ‘scam’

ED questions Delhi
minister Satyendar

Jain in Tihar jail
New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday ques-
tioned Delhi minister and AAP
leader Satyendar Jain inside
the Tihar jail in a money laun-
dering probe linked to alleged
irregularities in the now-
scrapped excise policy, official
sources said.

Delhi liquor policy



CT Mathew 
BBhhiillaaii:: Retired
BSP employee
CT Mathew
left for heav-
enly abode on
September 15.
Funeral pro-

cession will be taken out from
his residence situated at Qr No
9/B, Street 30, Sector 10 on
September 17 around 14:30
hrs and last rites of the mortal
remains will be performed at
Nehru Nagar Christian
Cemetery. He was the father
of Reena Mathew, Rani Jacob,
Raji Abraham and Remi
Thomas (Secretary, OA-BSP).

Shiv Narayan Soni
BBhhiillaaii:: Retired BSP employee
Shiv Narayan Soni (Sambalpur
wale) left for heavenly abode
on Wednesday. Funeral proces-
sion was taken out from his
residence situated at
Maithilpara, Durg on Thursday
and last rites of the mortal re-
mains were performed at
Harnabandha Muktidham. He
was the father of journalist
Shravan Soni and grandfather
of Ayush Soni.

OBITUARY
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BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1166:: Bhilai Municipal
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar on Friday morning
inspected the Power House
Market. After reaching the mar-
ket he visited areas of the fruit
and vegetable market. After in-
specting the left side of the
Power House Square where the
vendors sell fruits etc he direct-
ed the concerned officials to sys-
tematise the vegetable and fruit
traders, organise the pull cart
vendors. 

He also instructed to fix the

parking system it near to the
Power House main road and
under the bridge. The commis-
sioner also gave instructions to
the officials on the spot to get re-
paired the leakage in Sheonath
river water pipeline spotted near
Power House Square. He also
took notice of the incomplete
Sulabh toilet and asked to take
measures to complete it soon.
He then took stock of the sani-
tary condition in the market
area. It is noteworthy that Mayor
Neeraj Pal has given instructions
to the concerned department for
night time garbage collection in

the market areas, in line with
this, garbage is being lifted from
the market areas even at night,
which is being accomplished.
During the inspection municipal
commissioner was accompanied
by Assistant Engineer Anil Singh,
Deputy Engineer Krishna Kumar
Janghel, Zone Health Officer
Sudama Pargania and Sanitation
Inspector Virendra Banjare.
Lokesh Chandrakar gave in-
struction for keeping the pas-
senger waiting areas to be kept
clean as people have to wait for
quite a while before boarding
their respective transport vehi-

cles.  On inspecting the Bapu
Nagar pond he found the solar
lights were not working. 

On query it was explained to
the Municipal Commissioner
that due to a faulty light, the
rest of the lights have also been
removed by the agency in the
name of maintenance and have
not been re-installed. He ex-
pressed his displeasure on this
and instructed for correcting the
illumination within a week. For
this, he gave instructions to
Zone Commissioner Amitabh
Sharma to issue notice to the
concerned agency. 
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Bhilai, Sep 16: The stu-
dents of DPS Bhilai were
the winners of the Metals
and Materials Quiz organ-
ised by the IIM Bhilai
chapter on September 02,
2022 at BTI (HRD Centre)
Bhilai. In all, DPS students
bagged a total of 11 prizes
in the Quiz and the elocu-
tion contests.

In the quiz, the team
comprising Khushi
Agrawal (XII) and
Siddhant Shekhar
Barpanda (XI) stood first,
the team comprising
Sainaath Ramesh Iyer
(XII) and Vaibhavi Yadav
(XII) stood third and the
consolation prize was
shared by the team com-

prising Aayush Patel (XI)
and Auroshish
Samantaray (XI) &
Amulya Kumar (XII) and
Divyansh Jain (XII). In the
elocution contest,
Vaibhavi Yadav (XII)
bagged the first prize,
Anubha Paresh (XII)
bagged the second prize
and Tanisha Jain (XII)

bagged the consolation
prize.

The winners of the top
two teams comprising two
students each in the quiz
qualified to participate in
the 30th Prof Brahm
Prakash Memorial
Materials Quiz 2022 organ-
ised by the Indian Institute
of Metals, Kalpakkam,

Tamil Nadu. The students
of DPS Bhilai - Khushi
Agrawal and Siddhant
Shekhar Barpanda and
the students of KPS Bhilai
- Pawan Tanay Singh and
Abhishek Singh escorted
by Dr (Mrs) Komal
Loomba Saxena, Dy HOD
(Science) of DPS Bhilai
participated in the same.

The competition was held
on September 9-10, 2022 at
Kalpakkam.

The team from DPS
Bhilai brought laurels by
competing in the semi-fi-
nals amongst the top 12
teams from a total of 31
teams from all over India.
The entire trip of the stu-
dents to Kalpakkam was
sponsored by IIM, Bhilai
Chapter.

All the four students
had the privilege to visit
three nuclear reactors
namely FBTR, MAPS and
BHAVINI and got the gold-
en opportunity to interact
with eminent personali-
ties like Dr Samir V
Kamat (Chairman, DRDO)
and Dr Sumanth C Raman
(Quiz Master).
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Bhilai, Sep 16: PG
Department of
Microbiology and
B i o t e c h n o l o g y ,
Institutional Innovation
C o u n c i l ,
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Development Cell and
IQAC jointly organized a
three-day skill develop-
ment program on
"Cultivation of Oyster
Mushrooms" in collabora-
tion with Jan Sevak
Samiti, NGO, Sector-4.

Dinesh Singh, Director
of Jan Sevak Samiti was
the resource person for
the program. He ex-
plained the technique of
growing Oyster mush-
rooms in a simple and

cost-effective manner.
Mushroom cultivation

has emerged as a prof-
itable business with low-
cost capital investment.
Students were trained for

various steps in mush-
room cultivation which
included spawn prepara-
tion, sterilization of re-
quired materials, prepara-
tion of bags and layering

method for maximum
mushroom yield.

The training program
started with an explanato-
ry lecture session about
types, importance and ap-
plications of mushrooms.
On the last day of pro-
gram, students were
trained to prepare spawn
through mother culture
which is considered as an
important requirement
for any mushroom cultiva-
tion.

A total of 44 partici-
pants were benefitted by
this skill development pro-
gram. Administrator of
the college, Rev Fr Dr
Joshi Varghese and
Principal, Dr MG
Roymon, appreciated the
program.

World Ozone Day observed at Bhilai Steel Plant
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Bhilai, Sep 16: Every year,
September 16 is celebrated
as World Ozone Day. The
objective of celebrating
Ozone day is to make peo-
ple aware of the
Environmental concerns.

The theme for 'World

ozone day 2022' is 'Montreal
Protocol@35: global coop-
eration protecting life on
earth'. The theme not only
encourages sustainable de-
velopment but also recog-
nises the wider impact of
the Montreal Protocol.

Tree plantation activity
was carried out by

Environment Management
Department at SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant to mark World
Ozone Day at PCB. Plant
on September 16, 2022.
Ashok Kumar, CGM
(Projects), GA Sorte, CGM
(Utility), GY Sapkale, CGM
(Projects), DB Moitra,
CGM (Environment

Management) and other
Senior officials were pres-
ent on the occasion.

To mark World Ozone
Day, Poster making and
Slogan writing competi-
tion for BSP Employees
was organized by
Environment Management
Department.

Police arrests director 
of chit fund company
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Bhilai, Sep 16: Durg
Police is making sus-
tained efforts to appre-
hend the absconding di-
rectors of chit fund com-
panies and protect the in-
terests of the investors. In
this sequel, Supela Police
arrested a director of a
chit fund company on
charges of duping the in-
vestors.

As per the intentions of
Chief Minister and direc-
tions of Inspector General
of Police (Durg Range)
Badri Narayan Meena and
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Durg Police suc-
ceeded to arrest an ab-
sconding director of a
Chitfund Company.

Supela Police had
lodged a complaint
against the directors of
Sunshine Infrabuild
Corporation Limited,
branch Nehru Nagar
Bhilai on charges of dup-
ing the investors by giving
attractive offers and prom-

ise of doubling and
tripling the deposit within
a short period. On the
completion of the invest-
ment tenure, when the
customers went to the
company to withdraw
their money, the directors
of the company did not re-
turn the amount.

The case was lodged
under section 420, 34, 120B,
IPC and Sections 3, 4, 5, 6 of
Prize Chits and Money
Circulation Schemes

(Banning) Act, 1978 as well
as Section 10 of
Chhattisgarh Protection of
Depositors Interest Act,
2005.

During the investiga-
tion, 06 accused were ar-
rested earlier. On the in-
structions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava and under the
guidance of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruva and
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai Nagar)
Nassar Siddiqui, Supela
Police obtained a memo-
randum from the Sessions
Court, Durg and after tak-
ing permission from the
Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Korba, the accused
Sanjeev Singh (38) son of
Amar Singh Baghel a resi-
dent of Simrao Police
Station, Dehaat  Kotwali,
District Bhind (MP) has
been arrested on Friday.
Police took him on re-
mand after producing him
before the Sessions Court
/ Special Judge, Durg.

Issue caste certificate with priority
within time frame: Thaneshwar Sahu
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Bhilai, Sep 16:
Chhattisgarh State Other
Backward Classes
Commission Chairman
Thaneshwar Sahu chaired
a review meeting with the
departmental officers at
Durg on Friday. He in-
structed them to ensure
that caste certificates are
issued within the time
frame. There should not be
any error and eligible bene-
ficiaries should not be left
out from taking advantage.

He instructed to provide
the caste certificates of the
children in the schools it-
self. Even appearing in
NEET and JEE entrance,
some students apply for the
caste certificate after the
declaration of results. They
face problems due to less
time. If the 100% target is
achieved at the initial stage
itself, the children will not
face any kind of problem
later on.

Vice-Chairman of the
Commission RN Verma,
Member Mahesh
Chandravanshi, District
Panchayat President
Shalini Rivendra Yadav,
DMC Speaker Rajesh
Yadav and other guests
were present in the meet-
ing. Commission Secretary
V Sahu, Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Devangan,
Assistant Commissioner
Priyamvada Ramteke and
Commission officer Anita
Dekate were also present.

Vice President RN
Verma said that some-
times there is error on the
part of the officials in de-
ciding the creamy layer. In
such a case, the creamy
layer should be deter-
mined in light of the
court's decision given in
the case of Ritu Namdev
v/s Government of
Chhattisgarh. The order
gives clear guidance that
according to the grade of
the officer and on the basis
of the age limit on this
grade, the creamy layer
will be decided.

The officials of the com-
mission said that the appli-
cation of the beneficiary
oriented schemes of the
state government is sent to
the banks by the adminis-
tration. After all the scruti-
ny and examination, the
applications are sent to the
banks. Despite this, in
many cases, the beneficiar-
ies do not get the loan.

Chairman said that it is
necessary to pay attention
to some factors. The offi-
cials must check what is
the feasibility of being suc-
cessful in the project for

which the loan is sought? If
the officials of the
Industries Center and
Village Industries choose
the business on the basis of
past experiences and pre-
pare the beneficiaries for
it, then the chances of get-
ting the loan approved in
the bank will be high.
Along with this, regular re-
view should be done in the
meetings of DLCC.

The Commission took
information from all the
departmental officers
about the benefits provid-
ed to OBC category
through their beneficiary
oriented schemes. Officials
of the Labour Department
said that in two years,
more than 14000 OBC bene-
ficiaries are being given
the benefits of the schemes
by the Construction
Workers Welfare Board.
About 3000 beneficiaries
have been given the benefit
of the schemes of the
Social Security Board.
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OBC Commission Chairman instructs officials to be careful for determining the creamy layer

Skill Development Program on ‘Cultivation
of Oyster Mushroom’ organised

Entry of visitors inside Plant prohibited
on Vishwakarma Puja Day
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Bhilai, Sep 16: On ac-
count of the nefarious ac-
tivities of various subver-
sive & disruptive elements,
the nation is faced with
challenges to its sovereign-
ty and security. Such activ-
ities also pose a serious
threat to the security of in-
dustrial establishments,
which are of crucial im-
portance to the nation's
economy.

Therefore, it is neces-
sary to keep security sys-
tems in Bhilai Steel Plant
on an alert to prevent
entry of unauthorized per-
sons and visitors inside
the Plant, which is also
very important from safety

point of view.
In view of the above, the

Plant management has de-
cided that on the day of
Vishwakarma Puja i.e.
September 17, 2022, no out-
side Guest / Pandit /
Visitor will be allowed to
enter the Plant. It is ad-
vised that the arrange-
ment of Pandit should be
made only from amongst
the employees of Bhilai
Steel Plant.

Due to protective meas-
ures, at present the whole
world is moving towards
recovering from the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
COVID-19 pandemic is not
completely eradicated yet.
Neglecting the issue can
again be a serious chal-

lenge for all of us.
Therefore, to prevent the

spread of this pandemic,
various protective meas-
ures and guidelines issued
from time to time by the
Government and Plant
Management like main-
taining social distance,
washing hands frequently
and wearing mask etc. have
to be strictly followed.

All the Head of
Departments are requested
for wide publicity among
their employees to follow
the various protective
measures and guidelines is-
sued by the Government
and Plant Management
from time to time for the
prevention of pandemic,
while organizing the Puja.

Two students of DPS Bhilai represent IIM, Bhilai Chapter 
In the 30th Prof Brahm Prakash Memorial Materials Quiz 2022 held at Kalpakkam

BMC Commissioner inspects Power
House Fruit & Vegetable Market

Gives instructions for proper parking arrangements

City’s first day-care hospital
coming up in Ganjpara 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 16: Jas Day-
Care Hospital &
Diagnostics will be the
first day-care center in
the city. This will be the
cheapest hospital in the
city where AC room will
be available at Rs 250 for a
day. Not only will there be
specialist medical servic-
es here, but such surger-
ies will also be done in
which the patient does
not have to stay in the
hospital for a long time.
Also, patients will get dis-
count in tests and medi-
cines.

Jas Day Care Hospital
is being started as a mod-
ern medical service cen-
tre. There will be facilities

for all diagnostics includ-
ing molecular pathology,
such as CT scan, ECG,
EEG, spirometry. The fa-
cility of ultrasonography
and endoscopy will also
start soon. A package of
full body checkup will be
available at a very low
cost in which a total of 61
types of tests have been
included. At present, the
services of specialists in
Cancer, Neurosurgery,
Laparoscopic Surgery,
General Surgery,
Orthopedic, Gynecologist,
Pediatrician, Dentistry,
Physiotherapy and
Surgery will be available
in the hospital.

This center will be for-
mally inaugurated on the
evening of September 17.

On September 18 and 19,
the consultation of can-
cer specialist Dr PU
Prakash Saxena will be
free and medicines will
be given free of cost. Dr
Saxena, a professor at
Manipal University, has
vast experience in the
field of cancer.

Dr Rohitash Khanduja
informed that this center
is being established to
provide excellent med-
ical services to the people
of Durg near their
homes at reasonable
prices. In the coming
time, there is also a plan
to establish 12 dialysis
machines in this center
and make it the biggest
dialysis center of the re-
gion.
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CRA and JSPL providing opportunity to budding shooters: Hora
Raipur, Sep 16: The winners
and the runner’s up in the
state-level Shooting competi-
tion were felicitated by the
General Secretary COA
Gurucharan Singh Hora and
President JSPL Raipur
Pradeep Tandon in 21 different
events with medals.

In the event organised joint-
ly by Chhattisgarh Rifle
Association (CRA) and Jindal

Steel at the shooting range
of4th Battalion Mana camp the

winners were presented with
medals. Speaking on the occa-
sion General Secy. COA
Gurucharan Singh Hora said
that by holding this state-level
competition, CRA and Jindal
Steel provided opportunity to
budding shooters from the
state and extended greetings to
all for participating in the

event. President JSPL Raipur
plant Pradeep Tandon also
hailed the organization of this
competition and said that Jindal
is organizing this since 2002 and
so all are getting better opportu-
nity. General Secy. COA Hora
also tried his hand on a pistol in
the competition and to which all
appreciated.

Explore possibilities for palm oil production: Amitabh Jain
Raipur, Sep 16: The meet-
ing of the advisory commit-
tee of Chirag project was
held under the chairman-
ship of Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on Friday.
The annual action plan of
the Chirag project was dis-
cussed in detail in the meet-
ing. Secretary, Agriculture
Department, Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh was
present in the meeting. The
Chief Secretary directed

the officers to include maxi-
mum works for the liveli-
hood of the people in rural
areas of Chhattisgarh
under the Chirag project.
He has asked to explore pos-
sibilities for palm oil pro-
duction in state. In the meet-
ing, members expressed

their views regarding
achieving food security
through local livelihood in
Chhattisgarh under the
Chirag project and to in-
clude the nutrients of local
biodiversity in the nutrition
and marketing of agricultur-
al products in the local mar-
ket. Director of the Chirag
project, Chandan Tripathi,
senior officers of the
Agriculture Department and
other members of the adviso-
ry committee were present in
the meeting.

T.S. Singhdeo instructed to give
benefit of health assistance scheme

Raipur, Sep 16: State
Health and Medical
Education Minister  T.S.
Singhdeo reviewed the
health services by taking a
meeting of the officers of
all the districts of Bastar di-
vision at the Government
Medical College, Jagdalpur,
the divisional headquar-
ters. Emphasizing on pro-
viding quality medical facil-
ities to the people, he direct-
ed to give the benefit of
Ayushman and Dr.
Khubchand Baghel
Swasthya Sahayata Yojana
to all the patients admitted
in government hospitals, so
that patients can get free
treatment facilities. He di-
rected to purchase medi-
cines and other items
through CGMSC. Singhdeo
also reviewed the Chief
Minister Haat-Bazaar
Clinic scheme in the meet-
ing. He directed to construct
sheds in the markets for
Haat-Bazaar clinics. With
this, the work of medical

treatment of patients can be
done without any hin-
drance even in adverse
weather. He said that due to
the allocation of space for
the operation of the clinic,
the number of patients
would increase and more
and more people would get
treatment. In the review
meeting, Chairman of
Bastar Development
Authority  Lakheshwar
Baghel and Secretary of
Health Department,
Prasanna R. were also pres-
ent. The Health Minister
said in the meeting that
many remarkable works
have been done by the
Health Department even in
the midst of adversity in
Bastar region. For this all
the officers and employees
deserve congratulations. He
said that in a country like
China, it took 30 years to
control malaria, whereas in
Bastar, good control of

malaria has been achieved
in six phases. Here now its
rate has come down to only
0.97. Singhdeo also re-
viewed the cases of vector
borne dengue and Japanese
encephalitis. He directed
not to bring any relaxation
in the Corona test. He also
directed to conduct more
and more tests to identify
TB patients. Health minis-
ter asked to ensure that TB
patients are provided funds
through DBT under Kshaya
Poshan Yojana. Singhdeo
also reviewed OPD, IPD and
dialysis facilities in all dis-
trict hospitals of Bastar di-
vision. He asked to provide
testing facilities to the sub-
health centers through
Hummer Lab. Medical
Education Minister
Singhdeo also reviewed the
health services being pro-
vided in Jagdalpur Medical
College and directed to pro-
vide better facilities there.

Soni for continuous monitoring of
approved development works 

Raipur, Sep 16: Schemes
and development pro-
grammes run by the
Central Government in
the district were thorough-
ly reviewed at meeting of
District Development
Coordination and
Monitoring Committee
(Disha), held under the
chairmanship of Raipur
Lok Sabha MP Sunil Soni
today in the Red Cross
meeting hall located in the
Collectorate premises.
Soni directed all the offi-
cers of the district to con-
tinuously monitor-review
the works sanctioned
under the schemes.

He said that for the con-
venience of the common
people, the approved devel-
opment works should be
continuously reviewed for
timely completion. Due to
the delay in the comple-
tion of the work, people do
not get its benefits on time
and the purpose of the
scheme is also not ful-

filled. The MP also asked
to set the target of comple-
tion according to the
amount released for the
approved works. The MP
directed all the officers to
work in the public interest
by taking the welfare
schemes to the rural areas
of the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by MLA of Raipur
North Kuldeep Juneja,
Mayor of Birgaon Nand
Lal Devangan, President
of District Panchayat
Raipur Domeshwari
Verma, Committee mem-
ber Devji Bhai Patel,
Ashok Bajaj, President of
Janpad Panchayats,
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, District
Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Dr Ravi
Mittal and public repre-
sentatives and officers of
various departments.

Discussions were also

held in the meeting to fur-
ther improve the health fa-
cilities of the district.
Member of Parliament
Soni suggested in the
meeting to regularly use
ventilators and other med-
ical equipment provided to
the hospitals of the dis-
trict during the Covid situ-
ation for the treatment of
patients. He also advised
to arrange trained techni-
cians for the operation and
regular maintenance of
these equipments. He also
asked the district adminis-
tration to write a letter to
the state government for
this.

In the meeting of
District Development
Coordination and
Monitoring Committee
(DISHA), Soni reviewed
various welfare schemes
and programmes of the
Central Government such
as Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme, National Rural

Livelihood Mission,

Pension Scheme, Swachh
Bharat Mission, Rurban
Mission, National
Reviewed Rural Drinking
Water Programme, Prime
Minister Crop Insurance
and Krishi Sinchai Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Adarsh
??Gram Yojana, Pradhan,
Prime Minister Skill
Development Scheme,
National Health Scheme,
Integrated Child

Development Scheme etc.
He also inquired about the
achievements of the
schemes in the interest of
the people. He directed all
the departmental officers
to benefit all the eligible
beneficiaries for these

schemes. During review,
Soni directed to bring
progress in some schemes
by working expeditiously.
He said that the list of all
the works to be done at the
district level should be
given to the local public
representatives. He said
that there should be mutu-
al coordination between
the officials and the public
representatives.

Chairs District
Development
Coordination and
Monitoring
Committee meeting 

RRaaiippuurr::  In the meeting of
Disha committee, the mem-
bers also informed about the
withdrawal of government
amount of Rs 5 lakh without
the knowledge of Sarpanch in
Saragaon Gram Panchayat of
the district. It was informed
in the meeting that this
amount of central schemes
was withdrawn from the

bank account of Gram
Panchayat without the signa-
ture and knowledge of
Sarpanch. The members
demanded an inquiry into it.
Accepting this demand, the
Member of Parliament Soni
directed Collector Dr Bhure
to conduct an inquiry. Dr Ravi
Mittal, CEO, Zilla Panchayat
will investigate the matter.

Rs 5 lakh withdrawn without
knowledge of Sarpanch 

To patients admit-
ted in the hospital
under Ayushman
and Dr. Khubchand
Baghel Scheme
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Inspector informs Panchayat reps about their legal rights
Kareli Badi, Sep 16: Kareli
Badi Outpost in-charge
Deepa Kewat on Thursday
appointed Sarpanch,
Panchs and members of
Defense Committee of
Gram Panchayat Kareli
Badi and made them aware
of the legal rights. Under
community policing, the
people’s representatives
were educated about the
law. A meeting was held to
stop the increasing crime in
the villages and to redress
any kind of problem they
are facing.

He told that it is every-
one’s responsibility to pro-
tect the forests, cutting of
trees will end the existence
of the nursery, everyone

should work for the protec-
tion of forests by showing
awareness, the burning
problem of the village is il-
legal in the green nursery.
Deforestation is taking
place. In such a situation,
people should organize a so-
cial programme to stop the
felling of trees, so that

awareness can be brought.
Illegal felling of forests is a
crime, on this, the forest di-
vision will take action by ar-
resting the accused.

People should cooperate
with police and forest de-
partment and plant more
and more trees. He apprised
them about the working sys-

tem of police, revenue de-
partment and forest offi-
cers. Various problems of
the village were also sorted
out. The Sarpanch became
aware of the various prob-
lems of the village.
Sarpanch apprised the out-
post in-charge about the ille-
gal felling in the nursery. He
explained the illegal felling
of trees and the proceedings
in detail before, he was
asked to do a program to
make such people aware.
Sarpanch  Domar Singh
Sahu talked about getting
‘Munadi’ done in the village
to stop illegal felling of
trees. All the Panchs put the
problem in turn. The out-
post in-charge said that if a

person threatens someone,
then there is a law for him,
do not take the law in their
own hands, but  cooperate,
as laws are the same for all
and do not misuse social
media. Some people with-
draw money from mobile,
Aadhar card, ATM fraudu-
lently and to avoid such
thugs, any kind of informa-
tion should not be given but
should be kept confidential.
Deputy Sarpanch Padum
Sahu said that on illegal
felling is serious and it is
very important to stop it
here. In such a situation, by
giving information to the
police and forest depart-
ment, we will identify such
people, he added.

Hindi Fortnight inaugurated by IK Gohil, Chairman, CRGB
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1166:: On the occasion
of Hindi Diwas, Hindi Fortnight
was inaugurated by Mr. IK Gohil,
Chairman, Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank  at the head office
of Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin
Bank. Speaking on the occasion,
IK Gohil congratulated the entire
family of Chhattisgarh Rajya
Gramin Bank and all the country-
men on Hindi Diwas. He said that
Hindi is our official language.
Therefore it needs to be given
the real respect of the official
language. Hindi is spoken and
understood by the majority of
the people of the nation.
Addressing the staff of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin
Bank, he asked them to make
extensive use of Hindi in banking
work. In the program, Mr. Vijay
Agarwal, General Manager,
Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin Bank
said that on September 14, 1949,
the Constituent Assembly unani-
mously decided to make Hindi
the official language of the coun-

try. For this reason Hindi Diwas is
celebrated every year on
September 14th . General
Manager AK Nirala said on this
occasion that Hindi is a very sim-
ple language. It has the power to
easily assimilate the words of
foreign languages as required.
General Manager Arvind Mittal
and Assistant General Manager

GN Murthy congratulated every-
one on Hindi Diwas. In this Hindi
fortnight, various competitions
related to Hindi will be organised
among the staff in Chhattisgarh
Rajya Gramin Bank head office.
Hindi Fortnight will conclude on
September 29. The program was
conducted by Rajbhasha Officer
Rakesh Kumar Mishra.

Grandparent’s day held at
Shree Shankara School

Raipur, Sep 16: 

Grandparents Day has
been celebrated with
great zeal and enthusi-
asm by the students of
Shree Shankara Senior
Secondary School,
Urkura. After lamp
lightening and offerings
to Goddess Saraswati
distinguished guests

and   grandparents are
welcomed by the stu-
dents.

On this auspicious oc-
casion President of the
School, Advocate B.
Gopakumar Secretary,
Shailesh Nair and Vice
Principal, Ritu
Choudhary have given
their gracious presence
on the stage. President

B.Gopakumar addressed
the students about the
worth of grandparents
in our life, and he also
told further that they are
the backbone of any
family and they should
always be properly taken
care .

In this continuation
some students per-
formed in various songs
and dance, and also gave
inspiring speech about
grandparents. The pro-
gramme was concluded
with vote of thanks de-
livered by Vice Principal
Ritu Choudhary.

CNLU conclave on ‘Legal Higher
Education and Research held

Raipur, Sep 16: 

Hidayatullah National
Law University, Raipur a
constituent of the
Consortium of National
Law Universities (CNLU)
conducted the first
Conclave on Legal Higher
Education and Research
on Sept 14 with 13 Vice
Chancellors of National
Law Universities partici-
pating and deliberating the
road map for higher educa-
tion.

Prof.(Dr.) VC
Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor of HNLU set
the tone of the conclave
with his opening remarks.
He opined. “ While the
National Law Universities
have raised the bar of the
under graduate  pro-
grammes as an aspira-
tional one , it did not keep
pace with the post gradu-
ate and legal research of
PhD to such standards and
this requires serious intro-

spection and correction by
legal educationists.”

Prof. Dr. Sudhir
Krishnaswamy, Vice-
Chancellor, NLSIU
Bangalore highlighted
upon the need to have
strong fundamentals for
specialized post graduate
programme and the ap-
proach to connect various
laws and felt there is a
strong revival of interest

in Master’s programme
from the Alumni of NLUs.
Prof. Dr. V. Vijayakumar,
Vice-Chancellor, NLIU
Bhopal spoke emphasized
the need for rigorous PG
and Research programmes
to nurture the future teach-
ing human resources. Prof.
Dr. Poonam Saxena, Vice-
Chancellor, NLU Jodhpur
briefly traced the journey
of legal education and

thereupon emphasized that
it is imperative that teach-
ers should possess good
communication skills and
should also possess the
ability to understand and
cater to the requirements
of different students.

Other Vice Chancellors
who spoke included Prof.
Dr. S. Shanthakumar,
Director, Gujarat National
Law University, Prof. Dr.

Subir Bhatnagar, Vice-
Chancellor, RMLNLU
Lucknow, Prof. Dr. K. C.
Sunny, Vice-Chancellor,
NUALS Kochi, Prof. Dr. V.
Kesava Rao, Vice-
Chancellor, NUSRL
Ranchi, Prof. Dr. V.K.
Ahuja, Vice-Chancellor,
NLUJA Assam, Prof. Dr. S.
Surya Prakash, Vice-
Chancellor, DSNLU
Visakhapatnam, Prof. Dr.
KVS Sarma, Vice-
Chancellor, MNLU
Aurangabad and Prof. Dr.
V. Balakista Reddy, Vice-
Chancellor (In-charge) of
NALSAR University.

In the forenoon the
Executive Council and
General Body Meeting of
the Constortium took
place which deliberated on
the successful closure of
CLAT 2022 and its future
recommendations. The
meeting was attended by
13 Vice Chancellors offline
and 9 Vice Chancellors 
online.

DPS students win 1 gold, 1 silver
and 2 bronze medal

Raipur, Sep 16: Delhi
Public School, Raipur
rounded off incredibly by
hauling 1 Gold, 1 Silver, 2
Bronze medals at the close
of the Chhattisgarh School
State Judo Competition.

Held at Bhilai from Sep
3rd to 6th, the event at-
tracted many contenders
from all prestigious gov-
ernment and private
schools across the State. A
robust team representing
the school in U-14, U-17 and
U-19 categories on the
basis of their previous stel-
lar performances partici-
pated enthusiastically
which churned out mar-
velous result. Young
Judoka, Mayank Dutta
studying in Class 8
clinched Gold which
availed him a green card
directly into the National
Judo Championship to be
held soon. Avi Katre, stu-
dent of 10 went on to win

Silver while Amulya Kujur
of class 7 bagged Bronze
and Arya Singh, presently
in 10, also took away a
Bronze medal.
Acknowledging their nu-
ances, their school coach,
Rekha Katre averred that
she had worked hard with
the team, which she was
delighted to say, has even-
tually paid rich dividends
by the grace of God.

Appraising their per-
formances further,
Principal Raghunath
Mukherjee said,
“Competing overtly

against their opponents in
a regional mélange can be
highly unnerving but not
impossible.” He patted
each one of them for show-
casing their best skills in
self defense and wished
them a classic position
next time in
Internationals.

Pro Vice Chairman,
Baldeo Singh Bhatia and
Senior members of the
management committee,
Vijay Shah and Pukhraj
Jain also congratulated the
team for their exemplary
sportsmanship.

UNICEF India praises Chhattisgarh’s
dedication to promote nutrition

Raipur, Sep 16: The
United Nations Children
Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) India’s head Mr.
Yasumasa Kimura has ap-
plauded the Chhattisgarh
government led by CM Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel for the
work that has been done
for the nutrition mission.
Mr. Yasumasa Kimura
with the UNICEF delega-
tion paid a courtesy call on
Chief Minister at his resi-
dence office today. The
Chhattisgarh government
has been carrying out a
malnutrition eradication
campaign for children and
women. The campaign
was planned as a holistic
programme to eradicate
malnutrition among chil-
dren and Anemia among

women. Overall work that
has been done in the field
of the health sector, has
made a significant im-
provement in the health
index of Chhattisgarh.

Interacting with CM,
Kimura said that the
UNICEF India team visit-
ed Narayanpur,
Kondagaon and Bastar
districts of the Bastar divi-
sion and has closely moni-
tored the nutrition cam-
paign. He said that our
team was impressed with
the work that has been

done in the field of malar-
ia elimination which in
turn results in a decreased
number of malaria cases.
Good health facilities are
available to the people and
health awareness has also
increased among people.
Chief UNICEF Office for
Chhattisgarh Job
Zachariah, Sam Sudheer
Bandi, Dr. Arpana
Deshpandey, and Mr.
Vishal Vaswani of
UNICEF were also present
at the meeting.

On the initiative of

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the Chhattisgarh
government launched the
‘Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan’ in the Bastar di-
vision to address the prob-
lem of malnutrition and
anaemia. After the success
of this campaign in the
Bastar division, it has
been expanded to the en-
tire state. About 2 lakh 10
thousand children have
become malnutrition-free
and one lakh women have
become anaemia-free after
the implementation of
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan. Under this cam-
paign, local nutritious
food, hot food, egg,
‘Chikki’, groundnut,
gram, and ready-to-eat
supplementary nutrition-
al food and millet at some
places are being provided
to children and women.
Women’s SHGs are the
main participants in this
campaign.

‘SWACHCHATA FORTNIGHT’

SECR Raipur division and Bharat Scouts & Guides inaugurated ‘Swachchata
Pakhwada’ (fortnight) here on Friday and variety of programmes were organised
on the first day and pledge was administered to all the employees to make SECR
‘plastic-free’

 UNICEF India Chief
Yasumasa Kimura pays
courtesy call on CM

Central Chronicle News

Bacheli, Sep 16: Hindi
Diwas was celebrated in
DAV Public School,
Bacheli in which the stu-
dents of primary classes
gave their presentations.

Nadim Parveen – Hindi
Teacher, threw light on
the importance of Hindi
language. The students
recited poetry. Nidhi
Garg asked general

knowledge questions re-
lated to the national lan-
guage. All the students,
very jovially gathered in
the auditorium and cele-
brated this program in a
grand manner. The pro-
gram was mainly con-
ducted by the students of
primary classes. The
Principal, Dr. Chetna
Sharma appreciated the
graceful efforts of the
tender hearts.

World First Aid Day and

Int’nl Literacy Day

organized at Columbia
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1166::  Columbia
Institute of Pharmacy cele-
brated World First Aid Day
and International Literacy
Day under the aegis of
Indian Pharmacy Graduate
Association (IPGA). 

During this various com-
petitions such as Essay and
Debate was conducted and
it got an overwhelming
response of the students. 

The speaker present
elaboratory discussed the
issues related to First Aid
in case of Emergency and
discussed on the literacy
factor in the society. 

During this programme
the General Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Dr.
Ravindra Kumar Pandey
along with the Principal
of the institution Prof.
Amit Roy, Harjeet Singh
Hura, Secretary & the
members of IPGA
Chhattisgarh which
includes Dr. Beena
Gidwani, Monika
Bhairam, Neha Dubey,
Shilpa Sahu. The compe-
tition was judged by the
Gunjan Kalyani and Mr.
Sagar Sahu.

 In the Ch’garh School
Judo competition
held in Bhilai

Hindi Diwas celebrated

in DAV Public School

Raipur, Sep 16: Aryan
Sanghi, Raipur City Topper
has secured AIR 486 JEE
Adv 2022. He is a student of
FIITJEE Raipur Centre’s
Udaya 2 Years Classroom
Program, + 4 Years
Classroom Program. He is
also NTSE Scholar & KVPY
fellow and Olympiad Stage1
qualified for NSEP, NSEC &
NSEA . More than 40 FIIT-
JEE students have qualified
JEE Adv, 2022 under differ-
ent categories.

“FIITJEE was the fruit of
realization that the second-
ary education system in
India was not good enough
to train young minds to-
wards deep conceptual pur-
suit of Science education.
Even students who do well at
school often fail to do well in

competitive examinations
because they lack in-depth
conceptual understanding
and analytical skills despite
having a good IQ. The suc-
cess of our students at JEE
year after year bears testi-
mony to the fact that our
unique way of teaching has
succeeded in bringing the
best in students. We are very

proud of the achievements of
our students and teachers,”
says Mr. Jagdish Tulswani,
Centre Head, Centre Name,
FIITJEE. The topper Aryan
Sanghi is understandably
thrilled. He said “Making it
to the IIT has been my dream
since childhood and I am
grateful to FIITJEE for help-
ing me accomplish this
dream. FIITJEE’s unique
teaching methodology has
helped me tremendously
with the preparations of
JEE in a Pattern Proof man-
ner. FIITJEE’s well trained
faculty facilitated in
strengthening my funda-
mental concepts of Science
& Mathematics that helped
me in creatively resolving
complex and tricky problems
in JEE Main successfully”.

Aryan Sanghi of Raipur secures

AIR 486 in JEE Adv 2022
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WINNERS OF EMMY AWARDS

Winners of Emmy Awards Squid Games director Hwang Dong-hyuk, actress Lee Yoo-Mi, production designer Chae
Kyoung-sun and VFX Supervisor Cheong Jai-hoon, from right, pose with trophy for the media during an Emmys cel-
ebration press conference for Squid Game in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Sept. 16. The Netflix drama Squid Game
gained multiple wins at the Emmy Awards earlier this week. 
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Jano (Poland), Sep 16 (AP):

Poland is sealing USD 3 bil-
lion deals with South Korea
for the purchase of 48 Korean
FA-50 fighter planes as the
central European country
takes urgent steps to increase
its deterrence and defence ca-
pabilities amid Russia’s war
on neighbouring Ukraine.

The two deals for the pur-
chase of Fighting Falcon
planes follow contracts
signed last month for the ac-
quisition by Poland of some
USD 5.8 billion worth of
South Korean tanks and how-
itzers. Poland’s President
Andrzej Duda, who is the

armed forces’ supreme com-
mander, and South Korea’s
Minister of Defense
Acquisition Program
Administration, Eom Dong-
hwan, are to attend the sign-
ing ceremony Friday at a mil-
itary base and airport in
Janow, in central Poland. The
documents are to be signed
by Poland’s deputy prime
minister who is also the de-
fense minister, Mariusz
Blaszczak, and by South
Korean officials. Under one
of the agreements, the first
12 planes are to be deliv-
ered early in the second
half of next year. The sec-
ond deal is for 36 planes

with technical and combat
features specified by
Poland, to be delivered be-
tween 2025 and 2028. The
planes are compatible
with the U.S.-made F-16
fighters that Poland’s air
force is equipped with and
with the contracted F-35A
fighters, according to
Poland’s Defense Ministry.

The deals include train-
ing, logistics and transfer
of some technologies that
will allow for the servicing
of the planes in Poland.
Warsaw says this is one of
Poland’s biggest and most
important defense deals in
recent years.

Poland, South Korea seal $3 
billion military aircraft deals

Beijing, Sep 16 (PTI):

A crippling food short-
age triggered by a pro-
longed quarantine period
has gripped Tibet’s provin-
cial capital Lhasa, which
is facing a serious COVID-
19 outbreak, according to a
media report on Friday.

Widespread infections
and food shortages have
rocked the small city of
Lhasa after more than a
month of extreme COVID-
19 measures. Lhasa, the

city of 860,000, has record-
ed more than 540 infec-
tions so far and food is
running out for many fam-
ilies in the city as people
have been either locked in
their homes or sent to
makeshift hospitals since
the first cases were identi-
fied on August 8, Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post newspaper
reported. A Lhasa resi-
dent, who identified him-
self as Sam Wang, said he
had been locked in his

home for 36 days.
It is extremely difficult

to get food and many peo-
ple have run out of food. I
feel we are in the same sit-
uation as Ili [prefecture in
Xinjiang], the Post quoted
Wang as saying.

The Ili city government
apologised after acute
shortages of food and es-
sential items earlier this
month prompted residents
to take to social media to
complain about it, trigger-
ing an online backlash.

Tibet’s provincial capital Lhasa
battles acute food shortageSamarkand, Sep 16 (AP):

Chinese President Xi
Jinping warned his
Central Asian neighbours
on Friday not to allow out-
siders to destabilise them
with “colour revolutions”
and offered to set up a re-
gional counterterrorism
training center.

Xi’s comments at a secu-
rity summit with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and leaders from Central
Asia, India and Iran reflect
official Chinese anxiety
that Western support for
pro-democracy and human
rights activists is a plot to
undermine Xi’s ruling
Communist Party and
other authoritarian gov-
ernments.

“We should prevent ex-
ternal forces from instigat-
ing a colour revolution,”

Xi said in a speech to lead-
ers of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization,
referring to protests that
toppled unpopular
regimes in the former
Soviet Union and the
Middle East.

Xi offered to train 2,000
police officers, to set up a
regional counterterrorism
training center and to
strengthen law enforce-
ment capacity building. He
gave no details. The
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation was formed
by Russia and China as a
counterweight to US influ-
ence. The summit is part of
Xi’s first trip abroad since
shortly after the coron-
avirus pandemic began 2
1/2 years ago, highlighting
the importance to Beijing
of asserting itself as a re-
gional leader.

China’s Xi calls for effort to prevent ‘colour revolutions’

Samarkand, Sep 16 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
called on the SCO to devel-
op reliable and resilient
supply chains to offset the
disruptions caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic and the
Ukraine crisis and said
better connectivity and
granting “full rights” of
transit facilities by mem-
ber states is important to
achieve the goal.

In his address at the
summit of the eight-mem-
ber grouping in this his-
toric Uzbek city, Modi said
the Indian economy is ex-
pected to grow at 7.5 per
cent this year and that
India supports “greater co-
operation and mutual
trust” among the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) mem-
ber states.

With Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Chinese
President Xi Jinping,
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and other
leaders of the bloc listen-
ing, Modi said the pan-
demic and the Ukraine cri-

sis have caused many dis-
ruptions in global supply
chains, leaving the world
facing “unprecedented”
energy and food crises.

It is for the first time
Modi and Xi came face-to-
face at the summit in
Samarkand since the start
of the border standoff be-
tween India and China in
eastern Ladakh around 28
months back.

“India supports greater
cooperation and mutual
trust among SCO mem-
bers. The pandemic and
the crisis in Ukraine have
caused many disruptions
in global supply chains,
leaving the world facing
unprecedented energy and

food crises,” he said.
“The SCO should strive

to develop reliable, re-
silient and diversified sup-
ply chains in our region.
For this, better connectivi-
ty will be required, as well
as it will also be important
that we all give full rights
of transit to each other,”
he said.

Modi’s emphasises on
transit for trade comes
amid Pakistan’s reluc-
tance to provide such a fa-
cility for two-way trade be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Referring to food insecu-
rity across the globe, the
prime minister pitched for
promotion of the cultiva-
tion and consumption of
millets.

“The world today faces
another major challenge
and that is ensuring the
food security of our citi-
zens. One possible solu-
tion to this problem is to
promote the cultivation
and consumption of mil-
lets,” he said.

“Millets is a superfood
that has been grown for
thousands of years, not
only in SCO countries, but

in many parts of the
world, and is a traditional,
nutritious and low-cost al-
ternative to the food cri-
sis,” Modi said.

The prime minister said
the SCO should consider
organising a ‘Millet Food
Festival’.

Talking about economic
cooperation, the prime
minister said the role of
the SCO has become very
important when the whole
world is facing the chal-
lenges of economic recov-
ery after the pandemic.

He also noted that the
SCO member countries
contribute about 30 per
cent to global GDP, and 40
per cent of the world’s pop-
ulation also resides in
member countries of the
grouping. “We are making
progress on making India
a manufacturing hub.
India’s young and talented
workforce makes us natu-
rally competitive. India’s
economy is expected to
grow at 7.5 per cent this
year, which will be the
highest among the world’s
major economies,” Modi
said.

India supports greater cooperation and mutual
trust among SCO member states: PM Modi

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, Uzbek
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, second right, Tajikistans President Emomali Rahmon, right,
walk to attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan, Friday, Sept. 16.

Samarkand, Sep 16 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
met Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on

the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation Summit in
Samarkand during which
they reviewed bilateral re-
lations and discussed ways
to deepen cooperation in
diverse sectors. The two
leaders are in the historic
Uzbek city of Samarkand
to attend the SCO summit.

“PM @narendramodi
held talks with President

@RTErdogan on the side-
lines of the SCO Summit
in Samarkand. The two
leaders discussed ways to
deepen bilateral coopera-
tion in diverse sectors,”
the Prime Minister’s
Office tweeted. Ministry of
External Affairs
spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said the two lead-
ers had “useful discus-
sions” during the meeting.

“Leaders reviewed bilater-
al relations and appreciat-
ed recent gains in bilateral
trade.

Also exchanged views
on regional & global devel-
opments,” he tweeted. The
Turkish President, a close
ally of Pakistan, had re-
peatedly referred to the
Kashmir issue in his ad-
dress at the UN General
Assembly sessions. India

in the past termed his re-
marks as completely unac-
ceptable , saying Turkiye
should learn to respect the
sovereignty of other na-
tions and reflect on its own
policies more deeply. The
SCO was founded at a sum-
mit in Shanghai in 2001 by
the presidents of Russia,
China, the Kyrgyz Republic,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

PM Modi meets Turkish President Erdogan
Discuss ways to
deepen bilateral
cooperation in
diverse sectors
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Jano (Poland), Sep 16 (AP):

Poland is sealing USD 3 bil-
lion deals with South Korea
for the purchase of 48 Korean
FA-50 fighter planes as the
central European country
takes urgent steps to increase
its deterrence and defence ca-
pabilities amid Russia’s war
on neighbouring Ukraine.

The two deals for the pur-
chase of Fighting Falcon
planes follow contracts
signed last month for the ac-
quisition by Poland of some
USD 5.8 billion worth of
South Korean tanks and how-
itzers. Poland’s President
Andrzej Duda, who is the

armed forces’ supreme com-
mander, and South Korea’s
Minister of Defense
Acquisition Program
Administration, Eom Dong-
hwan, are to attend the sign-
ing ceremony Friday at a mil-
itary base and airport in
Janow, in central Poland. The
documents are to be signed
by Poland’s deputy prime
minister who is also the de-
fense minister, Mariusz
Blaszczak, and by South
Korean officials. Under one
of the agreements, the first
12 planes are to be deliv-
ered early in the second
half of next year. The sec-
ond deal is for 36 planes

with technical and combat
features specified by
Poland, to be delivered be-
tween 2025 and 2028. The
planes are compatible
with the U.S.-made F-16
fighters that Poland’s air
force is equipped with and
with the contracted F-35A
fighters, according to
Poland’s Defense Ministry.

The deals include train-
ing, logistics and transfer
of some technologies that
will allow for the servicing
of the planes in Poland.
Warsaw says this is one of
Poland’s biggest and most
important defense deals in
recent years.

Poland, South Korea seal $3 
billion military aircraft deals

Beijing, Sep 16 (PTI):

A crippling food short-
age triggered by a pro-
longed quarantine period
has gripped Tibet’s provin-
cial capital Lhasa, which
is facing a serious COVID-
19 outbreak, according to a
media report on Friday.

Widespread infections
and food shortages have
rocked the small city of
Lhasa after more than a
month of extreme COVID-
19 measures. Lhasa, the

city of 860,000, has record-
ed more than 540 infec-
tions so far and food is
running out for many fam-
ilies in the city as people
have been either locked in
their homes or sent to
makeshift hospitals since
the first cases were identi-
fied on August 8, Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post newspaper
reported. A Lhasa resi-
dent, who identified him-
self as Sam Wang, said he
had been locked in his

home for 36 days.
It is extremely difficult

to get food and many peo-
ple have run out of food. I
feel we are in the same sit-
uation as Ili [prefecture in
Xinjiang], the Post quoted
Wang as saying.

The Ili city government
apologised after acute
shortages of food and es-
sential items earlier this
month prompted residents
to take to social media to
complain about it, trigger-
ing an online backlash.

Tibet’s provincial capital Lhasa
battles acute food shortageSamarkand, Sep 16 (AP):

Chinese President Xi
Jinping warned his
Central Asian neighbours
on Friday not to allow out-
siders to destabilise them
with “colour revolutions”
and offered to set up a re-
gional counterterrorism
training center.

Xi’s comments at a secu-
rity summit with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and leaders from Central
Asia, India and Iran reflect
official Chinese anxiety
that Western support for
pro-democracy and human
rights activists is a plot to
undermine Xi’s ruling
Communist Party and
other authoritarian gov-
ernments.

“We should prevent ex-
ternal forces from instigat-
ing a colour revolution,”

Xi said in a speech to lead-
ers of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization,
referring to protests that
toppled unpopular
regimes in the former
Soviet Union and the
Middle East.

Xi offered to train 2,000
police officers, to set up a
regional counterterrorism
training center and to
strengthen law enforce-
ment capacity building. He
gave no details. The
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation was formed
by Russia and China as a
counterweight to US influ-
ence. The summit is part of
Xi’s first trip abroad since
shortly after the coron-
avirus pandemic began 2
1/2 years ago, highlighting
the importance to Beijing
of asserting itself as a re-
gional leader.

China’s Xi calls for effort to prevent ‘colour revolutions’

Samarkand, Sep 16 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
called on the SCO to devel-
op reliable and resilient
supply chains to offset the
disruptions caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic and the
Ukraine crisis and said
better connectivity and
granting “full rights” of
transit facilities by mem-
ber states is important to
achieve the goal.

In his address at the
summit of the eight-mem-
ber grouping in this his-
toric Uzbek city, Modi said
the Indian economy is ex-
pected to grow at 7.5 per
cent this year and that
India supports “greater co-
operation and mutual
trust” among the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) mem-
ber states.

With Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Chinese
President Xi Jinping,
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and other
leaders of the bloc listen-
ing, Modi said the pan-
demic and the Ukraine cri-

sis have caused many dis-
ruptions in global supply
chains, leaving the world
facing “unprecedented”
energy and food crises.

It is for the first time
Modi and Xi came face-to-
face at the summit in
Samarkand since the start
of the border standoff be-
tween India and China in
eastern Ladakh around 28
months back.

“India supports greater
cooperation and mutual
trust among SCO mem-
bers. The pandemic and
the crisis in Ukraine have
caused many disruptions
in global supply chains,
leaving the world facing
unprecedented energy and

food crises,” he said.
“The SCO should strive

to develop reliable, re-
silient and diversified sup-
ply chains in our region.
For this, better connectivi-
ty will be required, as well
as it will also be important
that we all give full rights
of transit to each other,”
he said.

Modi’s emphasises on
transit for trade comes
amid Pakistan’s reluc-
tance to provide such a fa-
cility for two-way trade be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Referring to food insecu-
rity across the globe, the
prime minister pitched for
promotion of the cultiva-
tion and consumption of
millets.

“The world today faces
another major challenge
and that is ensuring the
food security of our citi-
zens. One possible solu-
tion to this problem is to
promote the cultivation
and consumption of mil-
lets,” he said.

“Millets is a superfood
that has been grown for
thousands of years, not
only in SCO countries, but

in many parts of the
world, and is a traditional,
nutritious and low-cost al-
ternative to the food cri-
sis,” Modi said.

The prime minister said
the SCO should consider
organising a ‘Millet Food
Festival’.

Talking about economic
cooperation, the prime
minister said the role of
the SCO has become very
important when the whole
world is facing the chal-
lenges of economic recov-
ery after the pandemic.

He also noted that the
SCO member countries
contribute about 30 per
cent to global GDP, and 40
per cent of the world’s pop-
ulation also resides in
member countries of the
grouping. “We are making
progress on making India
a manufacturing hub.
India’s young and talented
workforce makes us natu-
rally competitive. India’s
economy is expected to
grow at 7.5 per cent this
year, which will be the
highest among the world’s
major economies,” Modi
said.

India supports greater cooperation and mutual
trust among SCO member states: PM Modi

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, Uzbek
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, second right, Tajikistans President Emomali Rahmon, right,
walk to attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan, Friday, Sept. 16.

Samarkand, Sep 16 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
met Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on

the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation Summit in
Samarkand during which
they reviewed bilateral re-
lations and discussed ways
to deepen cooperation in
diverse sectors. The two
leaders are in the historic
Uzbek city of Samarkand
to attend the SCO summit.

“PM @narendramodi
held talks with President

@RTErdogan on the side-
lines of the SCO Summit
in Samarkand. The two
leaders discussed ways to
deepen bilateral coopera-
tion in diverse sectors,”
the Prime Minister’s
Office tweeted. Ministry of
External Affairs
spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said the two lead-
ers had “useful discus-
sions” during the meeting.

“Leaders reviewed bilater-
al relations and appreciat-
ed recent gains in bilateral
trade.

Also exchanged views
on regional & global devel-
opments,” he tweeted. The
Turkish President, a close
ally of Pakistan, had re-
peatedly referred to the
Kashmir issue in his ad-
dress at the UN General
Assembly sessions. India

in the past termed his re-
marks as completely unac-
ceptable , saying Turkiye
should learn to respect the
sovereignty of other na-
tions and reflect on its own
policies more deeply. The
SCO was founded at a sum-
mit in Shanghai in 2001 by
the presidents of Russia,
China, the Kyrgyz Republic,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

PM Modi meets Turkish President Erdogan
Discuss ways to
deepen bilateral
cooperation in
diverse sectors
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Religious harmony
Jalakandeshwarar Temple.

Built in 1550 during the reign of
Vijayanagara empire. The tem-
ple, dedicated to Lord Shiva,
was built during the reign of
Vijayanagaram King
Sadasivadeva Maharaya.
Chand Sahib mosque. Built in
1750 by Nawab Chand Sahib of
Carnatic empire, the lime and
brick mosque is rectangular in
shape.St. John's Church. Built
in 1846 by the erstwhile
Government of Madras for the
officers and staff of East India
Company. There are innumer-
able shrines of all religious
groups throughout the country;
but these 3 shrines are not only
located in a single town, rather
make it's divine presence felt
within a single complex named
Vellore Fort in Tamil Nadu.
Though the Fort was built in
1566 by the Vijayanagara
rulers, it changed hands
throughout the course of its
history. It came under the dom-
inance of Bijapur Sultans
Carnatic Nawabs Marathas and
lastly the British till independ-
ence of the country resulting in
rich religious diversity as mani-
fested through the heteroge-
neous shrines. Though it re-
mains the fact that all these va-
rieties of shrines had sprung up
during dominance of it's re-
spective religious sponsors ie
no single political entity has
built up all these shrines; but
also it remains the fact that
these temples mosques
churches are all assets or lega-
cy of diverse India ... heteroge-
neous since centuries with
amalgamation of cultures
around the globe. In these viti-
ated times of communal hatred
and mindset of religious domi-
nance or fanatic display of
muscle; Vellore Fort represents
the divine essence of multi cul-
tural India. Let this amalgama-
tion continue to thrive in this
country not only for the sake of
humanity, but also for the sur-
vival of "Bharat Tirtha" (the pil-
grimage named India) as envis-
aged by Rabindranath Tagore. 

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Hospital 
management

We must be prepared for any
such eventuality in future. It is
a lesson in hospital manage-
ment and governance. There is
need to fix accountability for
the chaos that ensued during
the second wave. Shortage of
oxygen and hospital beds
caused a large number of
deaths. There is a need to es-
tablish mandatory provisions
for any health emergency.
Mismanagement and lack of
timely assistance also took
their toll. Emergency protocols
should be in place to prevent
such chaos.

GGuunneeeett  KKaauurr,,  YYaammuunnaannaaggaarr

Aadhaar-PAN link
It is a good thing that more

than 131 crore Aadhaar cards
have been issued in the country,
but till now, only about 44 crore
PAN holders have linked their
PAN card with Aadhaar, which
is disappointing. Income Tax
Department figures show that
till September 11, 2022, only
over 6 crore ITRs have been
filed. The government should
make it mandatory for all adult
Aadhaar card holders to file
their income and expenditure
details in a simple ITR form.

SShhaakkttii  SSiinngghh,,  KKaarrnnaall
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People use umbrellas and raincoats to shield themselves as they walk on a road amid rainfall, in Palghar district,
Friday, Sept. 16.

RAINS IN PALGHAR

E ven a single exposure to
alcohol may permanent-

ly change the shape of nerve
cells and lead to addiction, ac-
cording to a study conducted
in animals. Neurons or nerve
cells are the fundamental units
of the brain and nervous sys-
tem responsible for receiving
sensory input from the exter-
nal world.

The researchers found that,
in particular, alcohol affects
the structure of the synapses
as well as the dynamics of the
mitochondria, the cell's power-
houses. Synapses are the
points of contact between neu-
rons where information is
passed from one neuron to the
next. The study, published in
the journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of
Sciences, used the genetic
model system of the fruit fly.

It shows that alterations in

the migration of mitochondria
in the synapses lessen the re-
warding effect of alcohol, the
researchers said. These find-
ings imply that even a single
drinking incident might lay
the foundation for alcohol ad-
diction, they said. Majority of
studies have focused on the
consequences of chronic alco-
hol drinking on the hippocam-
pus, our brain's control center.

"We set out to discover
ethanol-dependent molecular
changes. These, in turn, pro-
vide the basis for permanent
cellular changes following a
single acute ethanol intoxica-
tion," said Henrike Scholz
from University of Cologne in
Germany. "The effects of a sin-
gle alcohol administration
were examined at the molecu-
lar, cellular, and behavioral
levels," Scholz said. The re-
searchers used fruit flies and

mouse models to find ethanol-
induced alterations in two
areas: mitochondrial dynam-
ics and the balance between
synapses in neurons.
Mitochondria supply energy to
cells, particularly nerve cells.
The mitochondria move in
order to optimally deliver en-
ergy to the cells. In the ethanol-
treated cells, the mitochon-

dria's movement was dis-
turbed. Certain synapses'
chemical balance was also dis-
turbed.

These alterations were per-
manent and were confirmed
by behavioral changes in the
animals: mice and fruit flies
consumed more alcohol and
relapsed later in life. The mor-
phological remodelling of neu-

rons is a well-known basis for
learning and memory. These
mechanisms, which are cen-
tral to learning and memory,
are also thought to be at the
core of the formation of asso-
ciative memories for drug-re-
lated rewards, the researchers
said. Therefore, some of the
observed changes may influ-
ence ethanol-related memory
formation, they said. The re-
searchers speculate that these
ethanol-dependent cellular
changes are critical for the de-
velopment of addictive behav-
iours. "It is remarkable that
the cellular processes con-
tributing to such complex re-
ward behavior are conserved
across species, suggesting a
similar role in humans," said
Scholz. "It could be a possible
general cellular process essen-
tial for learning and memory,"
Scholz added.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

I ncreasing use of antidepressants  stems not only from pharmaceuti-
cal company marketing. Social stigma and economics are pushing

people to take a pill. India is afflicted by a boom in depression. A mind-bog-
gling 56 million of its people have the condition, another 38 million have an
anxiety disorder. It was among India's top 15 causes of early death in 2019.
Not surprisingly, antidepressants are rife: prescriptions grew by 23 percent
over the last year. In Japan, pharmaceutical companies coined the term
kokoro no kaze', meaning a cold of the soul', for depression. This carefully
crafted disease awareness campaign was behind a growing acceptance of
depression and antidepressants to treat it, according to Professor Hiroshi
Ihara. In India, interviews with medical professionals, clinical psycholo-
gists and even traditional healers show how the pharmaceutical industry is
adopting new measures in an attempt to grow its market. Doctors have de-
scribed how pharmaceutical companies keep prescription records and in
many cases pay doctors a percentage of the value of prescriptions, If
someone writes a prescription of 100 rupees, he gets 10 rupees; the
amount is added [and] paid through conference sponsorships, foreign
trips, books and gifts, said Prabir, a clinical psychologist. GPs are often
willing and able to prescribe low-dosage antidepressant drugs and conse-
quently, liberal antidepressant prescriptions by non-psychiatrists is ram-
pant in India according to psychiatrist Gopala Sarma Poduri. But the phar-
maceutical industry is not entirely to blame for overprescription of antide-
pressants in India. The situation is more complex and nuanced. Patients
might turn to an antidepressant because of the stigma of seeing a mental
health professional. Mihir, a GP reported that even if he recommends the
services of a specialist psychiatrist, patients are often in denial: [Patients]
don't recognise themselves as having that kind of a problem. [They would
say] I am having loose bowels, or heart palpitations, why are you sending
me to doctors for mad people? Patients often prefer taking medicines over
psychotherapy. Samir, a clinical psychologist said: People think that if they
are not having medicines and they are only going to the therapist to talk,
then they don't have depression; if there is no medicine, there is no prob-
lem. Indian medical education has been criticised for too little emphasis on
psychiatric issues. People first go to a GP but GPs have limited understand-
ing of psychiatric medicine and might keep changing medicines and resort
to polypharmacy, said Prabir. Often the lack of economic resources to af-
ford therapy makes patients and their families see a general practitioner or
non-specialist whose lack of adequate training makes them especially
prone to erroneous diagnosis and overprescription of antidepressants.
With 0.3 psychiatrists, and 0.07 psychologists per 100,000 people in India,
there is no way to effectively handle the caseloads. Suggested figures for
these categories recommend a minimum of 1-4 per 100,000. A shortage of
qualified mental healthcare professionals makes it impossible to cater to
the needs of the difficult-to-access rural population. The problem is so
acute that in 2010, the Ministry of Health proposed a bachelors program in
community health/rural health care. This program has suffered a failure to
launch. In remote areas, researchers have shown a large share of antide-
pressant sales are not generated by licensed doctors, but by an amorphous
group of unlicensed prescribers who have never been formally trained in
medicine . In many ways these unlicenced prescribers are unavoidable.
Amit, a surgeon put it this way: Our rural population is dependent on
quacks'. We are unable to supply qualified medical officers, so the so-
called unauthorised, or those that are called quacks, can't be eliminated
overnight. Patients are often forced to move toward antidepressants even
when they don't really need that level of treatment. The drugs are cheaper
than therapy. A therapy session takes 30 45 min, and that has implications
on the fees. A person might then think I have to set aside 2500 3000 rupees
for counselling, and I will just talk ... On the other hand, if I take antidepres-
sants, my monthly medical bills won't cross thousands of rupees', said
Samir. Clinical depression is a sad and growing reality in India. Promotion
of prescription products by pharmaceutical companies has most definitely
happened, and continues relentlessly, in spite of the changes made to the
Indian Medical Council Regulations in 2002. But big pharma cannot be de-
clared the only culprit. There is a clear case of sociocultural economic
causes including stigma, lack of affordable care, and infrastructural con-
straints like unavailability of qualified healthcare professionals creating a
breeding ground for overprescription to proliferate.

Not just big pharma: How social
factors affect overprescription

Vinod C Dixit

W
e celebrated the International Day of Democracy on September 15. It
allows us the opportunity to celebrate and appreciate our democrat-

ic society. It's very easy for people who live in a free society to take their free-
doms for granted. Democracy is obviously an essential concept to learn about
and this day offers a great opportunity for students to think about what it real-
ly means. A democratic system of government is a form of government in
which supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly
or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodic free
elections. The primary reason for celebrating the day is to promote awareness
regarding the significance of the practice related to democracy in a country.
There are many decisions which are made in democracies. People enjoy a few
rights which are very essential for human beings to live happily. Democracy in
India does not only means providing the right to vote but also ensuring social
and economic equality. Every Indian citizen, above 18 years of age, can exer-
cise the right to vote in India. There is no discrimination based on a person's
caste, creed, religion, gender, or education when providing the right to vote.

DDeemmooccrraaccyy  iinn  IInnddiiaa  wwoorrkkss  oonn  ffiivvee  ddeemmooccrraattiicc  pprriinncciipplleess..
p Sovereign: This means free from the interference or control of any for-

eign power. 
p Socialist: This means providing social and economic equality to all citi-

zens. 
p Secular: This means freedom to practice any religion or reject all. 
p Democratic: This means the government of India is elected by its citi-

zens. 
p Republic: This means the head of the country is not a hereditary king or

queen.

The link between democracy and human rights is captured in Article 21(3)
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which states: "The will of the
people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this shall be ex-
pressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting
procedures. There are mainly five principles- republic, socialist, sovereign,
democratic and secular, with all these qualities political parties will contest
elections. A democratic system of government is a form of government in
which supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly
or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodic free
elections. Sovereignty is a vital feature of Indian democracy. Sovereignty
refers to the full power of a governing body over itself without outside inter-
ference. Moreover, people can exercise power in Indian democracy. Most
noteworthy, the people of India elect their representatives. A total of three el-
ements determine the democracy of any country, namely, human rights, free-
dom, and free and fair elections. There are many challenges to democracy like
corruption here, many political leaders and officers who don't work with in-
tegrity everywhere demand bribes, resulting in a lack of trust in the citizens
which affects the country very badly. Antisocial elements are seen during
elections where people are given bribes and are forced to vote for a particular
candidate. International Day of Democracy is a celebration of the mandate of
justice, peace, and the various roles a government has to protect the interest
and rights of its people. India is considered to be the largest democracy
around the globe, with a population of 1.3 billion. Despite being the biggest
democratic nation, India still has a long way to becoming the best democratic
system. Democracy in India is something very precious say it is a gift of the pa-
triotic national leaders to the citizens of India. All citizens must realize and ap-
preciate the great value of democracy which is really unique in the world.

‘Democracy’ is one of the most important
principles for a better world

R ecently, the controversy re-
lating to the raid by the

Income Tax department on Micro
Labs, the manufacturer of Dolo
650 mg drug, for alleged tax eva-
sion surfaced in the news.
Moreover, the Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance (IPA)
has lately given a clean chit to
Micro Labs against the allega-
tions of providing undue advan-
tage to the medical practitioners
by distributing freebies to them
worth Rs. 1000 crores as consid-
eration for prescribing their
tablets to the patients. Although
there is an allegation against the
pharmaceutical manufacturing
company Micro Labs for evasion
of tax, this allegation is sub-
servient to a larger problem
linked with professional miscon-
duct that is often swept under
the carpet and therefore remains
unattended. The whole contro-
versy reveals that this particular
pharmaceutical company is just
the tip of the iceberg and there is
a very high possibility of other
big names being involved in such
illegal activities.

Under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, if any pub-
lic servant accepts or obtains any
sort of gratification whatsoever,
other than his legal remuneration
to which he is legally entitled,
then his or her act would come
under the purview of the
Prevention of Corruption Act and
he or she shall be liable for the
punishment prescribed under the
Act. There are several other
statutes and regulations that are
attracted in cases of professional
misconduct and medical mal-
practice. Among those legal pro-

visions, the regulations framed
for the purpose of regulating the
professional conduct of the med-
ical practitioners and the code of
ethics relating thereto are more
significant in this regard.

The Indian Medical Council has
been empowered under clause
(m) of Section 33 of the Indian

Medical Council Act, 1956, to
make regulations in respect of
the standards of professional
conduct and etiquette, and the
code of ethics to be observed by
medical practitioners with the
previous sanction of the Central
Government. Accordingly, the
Indian Medical Council framed
and notified the Indian Medical
Council (Professional Conduct,
Etiquette and Ethics) Regulations
in the year 2002. Para 1.5 and 6.5
of the said regulations are of
great relevance in respect of this
particular issue. First, let us
analyse para 1.5 under Chapter 1
(Code of Medical Ethics) which
reads as: "Every physician

should, as far as possible, pre-
scribe drugs with generic names
and he/she shall ensure that
there is a rational prescription
and use of drugs". This is an open
secret that pharmaceutical com-
panies very often lure private as
well as government doctors into
prescribing some specific medi-
cines to the patients under the
brand name of their manufactur-
ing company so as to increase the
sales of their pharmaceutical
drugs. This is a flagrant violation
of the Code of Medical Ethics
under which a medical practition-
er is bound (subject to the extent
of feasibility) to mention the
generic names of the drugs he is
prescribing to a patient besides
ensuring the reasonable pre-
scription and use of such drugs.
This clearly has the implication

that the physician must not use
the brand name of any medicine
produced by any particular man-
ufacturing company. 

Similarly, the latter part of para
6.5 under Chapter 6 (Unethical
Acts) reads as: "All the drugs pre-
scribed by a physician should al-
ways carry a proprietary formula
and clear name". A generic drug
is produced by various compa-
nies that manufacture a specific
drug under different commercial
names. Thus, a particular med-
ical drug has different commer-
cial names and yet the generic
name would remain the same.
For instance, if you go to a
chemist and hand him the doc-

tor's prescription having the
generic name of any drug, then
the chemist would give you that
drug under any brand name,
whichever is available to him.
However, if you hand give him a
prescription having the brand
name specifically mentioned in-
stead of the generic name of the
drug, then he would be bound to
give you the drug of that particu-
lar brand only in case he has it.
Otherwise, he will tell you that he
does not have that particular
brand's drug and would offer you
the drug under another brand
name. As a layman, we often be-
come sceptical about using the
medicine under a brand name
other than the one suggested by
our doctor and therefore we tend
to visit other chemist shops in
hope of getting that particular
brand's drug. 

We all have previously encoun-
tered occasions wherein the doc-
tor prescribes some brand's med-
icines to us which are available
only in certain medical stores and
most frequently in the medical
store of the doctor's own clinic.
This is how the marketing and
sale of some pharmaceutical
drugs are carried out on an enor-
mous scale without even having
the need to advertise the drugs.
The pharmaceutical industry is
one of the biggest and most pow-
erful industries of the world and
as the ancient adage goes, 'with
great power comes great respon-
sibility'. The pharmaceutical
companies ought to realise that
the thousands of crores of money
that they spend on the indirect
sale of drugs through prohibited
ways could be utilised in lowering
the price of medicines or in re-
searching ways to increase the
effectiveness of the drugs with
the aim to reduce the dependen-
cy of patients on drugs. Some in-
dustries are not meant just for
the sake of profit-making but for
transforming and healing the
world to make it a healthier place
to live in.

WWrriitteerr,,  LLLL..MM..  ssttuuddeenntt  iinn  BBaannaarraass
HHiinndduu  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ((BBHHUU))  aanndd  aann  aadd--

vvooccaattee  eennrroolllleedd  iinn  tthhee  BBaarr  CCoouunncciill  ooff
UUttttaarr  PPrraaddeesshh..

The legal facets of medical prescriptions

Single dose of alcohol may be enough to permanently alter brain

SHIVANSHU K. SRIVASTAVA 



Information sought regarding irregularities in the Panchayat works

Mandir Hasoud, Sep 16: With the connivance of the sarpanch and secretary in Dhansuli, the village
panchayat of Hasaud, located near the capital Raipur, is prone to irregularities in Panchayat work.
Alleging irregularities in development works, Taran Kumar Chelak, a conscious youth of the village,
sought information under the Right to Information application, on 13/08/2021, and the application has
been sent to the
Public Information
Officer of Gram
Panchayat Dhansuli
as per rules. Chrlak
has alleged that till
date no correspon-
dence has been re-
ceived, after the
time period has
elapsed and the  ap-
plication has been
sent to the First
Appellate Officer,
Janpad Panchayat
Arang, as per rules,
on 29/09/2021.
Despite the fixed
date of hearing, the
Public Information
Officer did not ap-
pear in the State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commission,he al-
leged . At the same
time, the applicant
Taran Kumar
Chelak said that
such work system
weakens the morale
of the people and
such a system of
Janpad, Gram
Panchayat, and
State Information
Commission pushes
the conscious peo-
ple towards desper-
ation.

Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammddhhaa,,  SSeepp  1166:: A case of re-
covery of illegal amount in coun-
try and English liquor shops has
come to light in Dhamdha, Nagar
Panchayat of Durg district. In
which liquor is being sold at a
higher price than the fixed price

in Dhamdha's English and
Country Liquor. The same cus-
tomers do not give bills on asking
for liquor slips, in which the nexus
of the officer employees of the
Excise Department including the
contract workers is visible, there-
fore, there is a lot of resentment
among the alcoholics who drink

alcohol in the city area. 
According to the information

received from the sources, in
the English and country liquor
of Dhamdha, where the price of
one pound of plain liquor is
fixed at Rs 80,the same is being
sold by contract workers for
100 or more.  Similarly, profi-
teering by selling at overrate at
the rate of half a pav and a bot-
tle, in the same way, after hav-
ing branded liquor at an English
liquor shop, another liquor is
handed over to Goa liquor at
the rate of twenty rupees to
thirty rupees per pav in the
evening. Illegal recovery of
money is being done continu-
ously by the liquor workers. 

In this work, the matter of
complicity and participation of
the top officers and employees
of the Excise Department is
coming to the fore. The same
liquor shop operator is provid-
ing box-packed liquor to the
coaches of the area in the
evening, due to which com-
plaints of fighting in rural areas
are being received. In rural
areas, 36 F appearances are
taken by the Excise
Department, while it is very im-
portant to take action against
the shop operators. 

Rly police nab person trying 
to sell stolen mobile phones

Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1166::  Railway police
have caught a person trying to
sell stolen mobile phones out-
side Railway Station premises
here on Thursday. Acting on a
tip off received from an in-
former a team led by RPF Post

in-charge MK Mukherjee
nabbed the person looking for
buyers of stolen mobile
phones near city bus stand
outside Raipur Railway
Station. During interrogation
the man was identified as 24-
year-old Vinod Kumar Yadav,
son of Punit Ram Yadav, resi-

dent of Bamhin village under
Charouda post falling under ju-
risdiction of Palari Police
Station in Baloda Bazar district
of Chhattisgarh.  During further
interrogation he confessed of
involvement in stealing mobile
phones that were connected to
charging points in second class
men's waiting hall of Raipur
Railway Station. Two mobile
phones worth around Rs 22,999
were recovered from his pos-
session. After arrest, he was
brought to GRP Police Station
Raipur. Offence under Section
41 (1+4) CrPc, 379 IPC was reg-
istered against him.

Liquor being sold more
than the fixed price

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Sep 16:
Youth Congress work-
ers have submitted a
memorandum to the
District Collector and
demanded strict action
against the contractor
and the departmental
officers regarding the
quality-less construc-
tion work done in the di-
version scheme by the
Maniyari Water
Resources Department.

Youth Congress
District President
Rajesh Chhadaiiya said
that under the Agar
Diversion Scheme by
the Maniyari Water
Resources Department,
there was a lot of cor-
ruption in the work of
CC lining up to village
Karupan Minor, Temri
Minor and the main
canal.

Poor quality con-
struction was done due
to which construction
work worth Rs 2 crore
14 lakh was washed
away in just one month.
In the place where 3
inch casting should
have been done, only 1

inch casting was done
arbitrarily by the con-
tractor.

Due to poor quality
construction work,
huge cracks and pot-
holes have developed at
many places. Due to
lack of action against
such contractors and of-
ficials, the image of the
government and public
representatives is get-
ting tarnished.

On July 13, the offi-
cers of the department
were given an explana-
tion by the collector re-
garding the poor con-

struction, but till date
no action has been
taken. Youth Congress
has demanded that a
high level inquiry
should be conducted
into the corruption in
the construction work
and strict action should
be taken against the cul-
prits.

District Youth
Congress President
Rajesh Chhadaiiya,
Ajay Singh Rajput,
Yogeshwar, Akash
Bhaskar, Rahul Banjara
etc. were mainly 
present.

RPF team SECR honored
by Director General

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Sep 16: A short
video clip competition for
Prevention of Trafficking
in Wild Animals (WILEP)
awareness for RPF/RPSF
was organized by Railway
Board at All India level
and in this competition,
information was to be
given about effective ac-
tions and methods against
the anti-social elements
which are harming the en-
vironment and the forest.

Participants of Railway
Protection Force Post,
Chhindwara, South East
Central Railway, and
Nagpur Division partici-
pated in the short video

clip competition.
After testing all the cri-

teria, the video produced
by Railway Protection
Force Post (RPF)
Chhindwara got second
place in this competition.
In the light of which cash
prizes were given to the

participants by the
Railway Board. The above
participants have made
Railway Protection Force,
South East Central
Railway proud by securing
second place in this com-
petition organized at All
India level.

The Inspector General-
cum-Principal Chief
Security Commissioner,
Railway Protection Force,
South East Central
Railway, Bilaspur, while
congratulating the above
medal winners, said that
the Railway Protection
Force would continue to
take action against the
anti-social elements caus-
ing harm to wildlife. In
this competition, Ranjeet
Kumar Singh of South
East Central Railway,
Railway Protection Force,
Chhindwara, Inspector
Dharmendra Kumar, Sub-
Inspector, R Kapil Baghel,
Constable Jyoti Sengar
and others participated.
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RYMC been Congressised: Sahu
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Sep 16: In the
meeting of the general as-
sembly of the district pan-
chayat, district panchayat
member Rohit Sahu raised
many issues of public in-
terest and alleged that
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club has
been formed by the
Chhattisgarh government,
which has been complete-
ly Congressised.

Their appointment is to
be submitted by the Gram
Panchayat after making a
Munadi, and the appoint-
ment should be made in
the Gram Sabha itself, but
on the pressure of the gov-
ernment, the sub-division-
al officers are doing this
game, due to which the
youth with qualifications
are not getting a chance.

Rajiv Mitan Youth Club
(RYMC) should be formed

by organizing a general
meeting in the Panchayat.
He said that this is Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club of 40
members in a Panchayat,
due to which the youth are
not getting the benefit of
it. Talking about the
Prime Minister's resi-
dence work and allotment,

he said is stalled due to the
state government not giv-
ing its share.

At the same time, he has
raised his voice on many
issues including shortage
of teachers in Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium School
running in Rajim. On this

occasion, District
Panchayat President, Vice
President, MLA represen-
tative Narendra Devangan
and all the members, in-
cluding Chief Executive
Officer Roktima Yadav, of-
ficers and employees of all
District Panchayats were
present.

YC workers submit
memorandum to DC
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ACROSS

1. Distinct times

5. Squirrel’s treat

10. Speak imperfectly

14. Abandoned

15. Cowboys’ contest

16. Single time

17. Largest continent

18. Indifferent to government

20. Fright

22. Resounding

23. Unending

25. Golf device

26. Linger

28. Scorch

32. Fragrance

36. Not pos.

38. Bring about

39. ____ Prize

40. Roadster

41. See eye to eye

42. Loop of rope

43. Before, to Keats

44. Flower part

45. Makes do

46. Movie fish

48. Wind direction (abbr.)

51. Continuous

56. “The Texas Chainsaw ____”

61. Alternate route

62. Wipe out completely

64. Initial wager

65. Hit hard

66. Fictional book

67. Koppel and Kennedy

68. Coastal bird

69. Act toward

70. Greek Cupid

DOWN

1. Overjoy

2. Bowler’s button

3. In flames

4. Beatle Ringo ____

5. Biblical mount

6. Law officer

7. Stench

8. Rent again

9. Din

10. Meat cut

11. Andean mountain native

12. Read quickly

13. Animal skin

19. Sock front

21. Marked down in price (2 wds.)

24. Jousting weapon

27. Crave

28. Enclosure

29. Harm

30. On a voyage

31. Whirl

32. Green Gables girl

33. Chess piece

34. Band instrument

35. Army chow

37. Envy’s color

38. “Scarface” gangster

47. Early car (2 wds.)

48. Fri. follower

49. Odor

50. Baseball blunder

52. Iowa or Ohio

53. Photocopier liquid

54. Exceed

55. Printing machine

56. Nearly all

57. Skillful

58. Speak indistinctly

59. Placard

60. Roof projection

63. Steeped brew
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Romance continues to soar today, Aquarius.

You should feel especially sexy. You’re likely to

attract admiring glances from those around

you, including strangers. If you’re single, you

might even attract an exciting new love part-

ner. If you’re already involved, your beloved

could fall in love with you all over again.

Schedule an intimate evening together, if pos-

sible, and make the most of it!

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You could feel like a millionaire today, Pisces.

Money matters seem to surpass your expecta-

tions. You might want to spend time fixing up

your home or perhaps shopping for yourself. Do

you have plans to video chat tonight? A sexy

new item might make your friend’s eyes pop!

Increased self-confidence adds even more juice

to an already enhanced appearance. Dress in

your favorite colors and have fun.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Someone you’ve never met before who you
find exceedingly attractive could pass you
today. You might decide to go say hello and
discover not only a physical attraction but
an intellectual compatibility as well. Your
feelings are probably reciprocated! If
you’re single, this attraction might be
worth pursuing. If you’re involved, at least
you might make a new friend.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Career and money matters continue to go
well for you, Taurus, and probably romance,
too. Your life may be the envy of others, but
you probably feel there’s still something
missing. This is a good day to explore meta-
physical and spiritual studies. It’s a time of
transition, and this sort of interest can make
things easier for you, especially if those
close to you share your interest.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Romance and creativity are the driving
forces in your life today, Gemini. You
might find that feelings for a special per-
son provide lots of inspiration for cre-
ative projects. Your creative energy
makes you that much more attractive to
the one you love most. This could prove
to be an emotionally and aesthetically
satisfying day. Make the most of it!

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

ou tend to be down to Earth and practical,
Cancer, but now you feel like indulging in
some flights of fancy. Romance or fantasy
novels could be especially appealing right
now. You might even toy with the idea of
writing one of your own. If you’re currently
romantically involved, your sweetheart
might want to do something special with
you tonight. Enjoy your day.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

An affectionate letter, phone call, or email
could come to you from an old friend, Leo,
expressing gratitude for past favors. This
is going to make you feel warm and loving
toward this person, and you’ll want to
reciprocate in kind. Invite him or her for
coffee and have a long conversation. The
bond between you is strong. This isn’t a
friendship you’ll want to let go.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Have you been thinking about changing
careers, Virgo? You might hear of some
opportunities today, possibly through a col-
league. This could be the right time to make
a change. Positive professional develop-
ments are indicated for you. List your
options and then do some research on each
one. You might be headed toward some
exciting possibilities.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You may feel especially warm and loving,
Libra, and romance could be on your mind.
Time spent with a love partner from another
state or country might seem especially
appealing. This is a great day to schedule an
intimate evening alone with your friend and
see where it takes you. All signs indicate that
your friend returns your feelings, and you
might end up just where you want!

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Erotic dreams could wake you up in a

strange mood, Scorpio. You could long for a

romantic encounter, but the impact is likely

to be stronger than that. These intense

dreams might stimulate your creative

juices. If you aren’t currently working on a

project, ideas could flood your imagination.

Let them stew for a while. There’s no rush to

pick one. Enjoy your day.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You might find yourself reeling from shock

when an old friend suddenly seems to show

romantic interest in you. Conflicting emo-

tions could come up, but don’t write it off if

you’re available. There could be potential for

a good relationship with this person. Don’t

feel that you have to either jump right in or

forget the whole thing. You can test the

waters for a while!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today you may be asked to speak to a virtu-

al gathering or lead an online discussion

group, Capricorn. You tend to be shy, but

today you’ll be all for it and enjoy being in

the limelight, albeit temporarily. You’ll cer-

tainly shine, and others may pay you sin-

cere compliments. After the event, enjoy

the rest of your day. You earned it.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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SS tar Bharat is turning into
one of the top destina-

tions for interesting and grip-
ping content. Sayli Salunkhe
demonstrates her struggle
with Hindi dialect as she plays
the role of Indu in ‘Bohot
Pyaar Karte Hai’. He has been
versatile in playing Marathi
shows, but as steps into the
Hindi television industry, she
discusses her struggle in Hindi
dialect. As Sayli Salunkhe por-
trays a very delicate role of
‘Indu’ she talks about her dic-
tion while delivering dialogues
in Hindi in the show. She says,
“I had to work on my Hindi
diction to be more precise
with my dialogues for the
show Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai. I
feel that performing helps you
learn. Even though being a
Maharashtrian my fluency in
Marathi was not at par so
while doing Marathi television
I sharpen my Marathi diction
as well. And now, while doing

the show ‘Bohot Pyaar Karte
Hai’, I’m learning to be more
precise with my Hindi diction
to do full justice to my charac-
ter. I think we learn more as
we perform over time and I’m
trying to learn each day possi-

ble on this show. Talking more
about her comfort zone in
speaking Marathi and Hindi
language, she says, “I’m com-
fortable in speaking both the
languages as it gives me a
great deal of confidence. As

time goes on, I'm developing
and honing my language skills
so that I can deliver my show's
dialogue with even more preci-
sion. I must say, both Hindi and
Marathi languages give me
immense joy to nurture and
speak. The show is all about
three strangers whose fates
are bringing them together.
Zoon feels an absence of a
father figure in her life. Ritesh,
played by Karan V Grover, a
famous Bollywood actor has
everything a man desires but a
connection in which he can
pour his heart out. On the
other hand, Sayli Salunkhe
plays the role of Indu being
Zoon’s mother. Riteish is play-
ing the role of a person who
takes care of Zoon as a father
and their bond gets deeper
with time.

SSttaayy  ttuunneedd  ttoo  kknnooww  mmoorree
aabboouutt  ‘‘BBoohhoott  PPyyaaaarr  KKaarrttee  HHaaii’’
oonnllyy  aatt  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt  ffrroomm
MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  99::3300ppmm..

‘I had to work on my Hindi diction’ 

H it singer Neha Kakkar
and YouTuber-choreog-

rapher Dhanashree Verma
have come together for the
track 'O Sajna' composed by
Tanishk Bagchi. Both Neha
and Dhanashree said they
shared a friendly bond on the
sets. "In 'O Sajna' you see two
women taking control and
being empowered," Neha
said. "Dhanashree and I got
along like a house on fire and
connected on a personal level.
Fans will see that closeness
and comfort in the music
video as well." The music

video features Neha,
Dhanashree and Priyank
Sharma of 'Bigg Boss 11'
fame. The song will be out
soon on YouTube channel of T-
Series. Dhanashree also
added that she found "soul
sister" in Neha. "I don't have a
sister and while filming 'O
Sajna' I felt like I found a soul
sister in Neha Kakkar, who's
an amazingly warm and fun
person," Dhanashree said.
"Her energy is so infectious
that we bonded immediately
and had a blast while filming
the track," she added.

Neha Kakkar,
Dhanashree Verma
talk about bonding

on ‘O Sajna’ sets

T his week, the charac-
ters from &TV

shows Baal Shiv, Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai will
take the viewers on an en-
tertaining ride. About
&TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, Anita Bhabi shares,
“Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) decides to
pursue acting as a profes-
sion. So they plan to go to
Mumbai, much against
Tiwari's (Rohitashv
Gour) wishes. Later, to
stop Anita Bhabi from
going to Mumbai, he
fakes as a producer and
casts Anita Bhabi in his
film in the lead. Soon,
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) jumps on the band-
wagon to be a part of the

film and requests Tiwari
to cast her, but he rejects
her. Angoori gets sad and
complains about it to
Amma Ji (Soma Rathod),
who scolds Tiwari and or-
ders him to cast Angoori
as the main lead instead
of Anita in his film.
Vibhuti (Aasif Sheikh)
revives his writing pas-
sion by writing a script,
and Tiwari suggests that
Vibhuti write a script

about two heroines. To
get the main role, Anita
and Angoori get into
tough competition. What
will happen if Tiwari’s
lies get exposed to every-
one?”.

Watch Baal Shiv at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

&TV shows take viewers
on an entertaining ride

BB ollywood actress Sara
Ali Khan is often seen

talking about her grandmoth-
er and veteran actress
Sharmila Tagore and recent-
ly, she spoke about playing
her on-screen if a biopic is
made on Sharmila. The
'Atrangi Re' actress, while
answering a question asked
by her fan on portraying her
grandmother in her biopic,
said that it is not easy to
match her grace while por-
traying her in a biopic. "She's
so graceful. I don't know if
I'm graceful," replied Sara.
Tagore is known for her
remarkable performances in
movies such as Shakti
Samanta's 1964 hit 'Kashmir
Ki Kali', her chemistry with
Rajesh Khanna was also liked
by the audience in the films
like 'Aradhana', 'Safar',
'Amar Prem' and others.

During a live show on
Roposo, Sara said she does
not talk to her grandmother
much about her films and
works. She added: "I speak
to badi amma (grandmother)
quite a lot, but I don't think
I've actually spent much time
speaking to her about her
career as such. There are so
many other things. She's so
well-read, interested in cur-
rent events, and has a great
sense of general knowledge.
She's such a classy lady and
she's had such a life. She has
world views and we've spent
so much more time talking
about that than actually her
craft, which I think I should."
On the work front, Sara will
be seen next in Laxman
Utekar's project opposite
Vicky Kaushal and also in
'Gaslight' along with Vikrant
Massey.

Sara on playing Sharmila
Tagore: She’s so 

graceful, don’t know if I am

'Barrister Babu' fame Rachana
Mistry, who is currently seen
on the show 'Na Umra Ki
Seema Ho', talks about her role
and also opens up on the
upcoming track in the show.
This show is all about two indi-
viduals falling in love despite
their age gaps. It features Iqbal
Khan as Dev and Rachana is
depicting the female lead Vidhi
in the daily soap. The actress
has also been part of shows
like 'Shakti-Astitva Ke Ehsaas
Ki' and 'Chandrashekhar'.

She briefed on her on-screen
character: "Vidhi has always
been so shy and innocent, so
for her to start feeling things
she never thought she would is
quite odd. Dev, in Vidhi's opin-
ion, is such a kind soul who has
always encouraged her to feel
good about herself, respects
her for both her good and bad
qualities, and doesn't make fun
of her like other people do."
She added: "That's what led
Vidhi to begin appreciating

Dev. She is oblivious that she
has developed a liking for Dev.
It's an incredible experience
for Vidhi as she has never felt
this way for someone before."

''NNaa  UUmmrraa  KKii  SSeeeemmaa  HHoo''  aaiirrss
oonn  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt..

Rachana Mistry throws light on
her role in ‘Na Umra Ki Seema Ho’

P op singer Justin Beiber, who
was supposed to pay a visit

to India for his tour in October in
the capital, has cancelled the
event due to his health issues.
The announcement comes after
Bieber had pulled out of his on-
going world tour, citing exhaus-
tion as he recovers from Ramsay
Hunt syndrome.

A statement issued by the
spokesperson of BookMyShow
read: "We are extremely disap-
pointed to share that the 'Justin
Bieber Justice World Tour -
India' scheduled for October 18,
2022 at Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium, New Delhi has been
cancelled owing to the singer's
health concer ns. We have just
been informed that due to health
concerns, he will unfortunately
not be able to make it next
month.

"Along with New Delhi in
India, the artist has also can-
celled other stops in the tour's
run-up to the India show includ-
ing Chile, Argentina, Brazil,
South Africa, Bahrain, UAE and
Israel."

The statement further read
that BookMyShow has initiated
all refunds for the tickets.

"While we are deeply disap-
pointed that we will not be able
to welcome Justin Bieber to
India this year on account of his
health concer ns, we wish him
well and hope he recovers at the
earliest to be back for millions of
his fans in India soon.

"While the cancellation of the
'Justin Bieber Justice World
Tour - India' has been dependent
on factors outside of our control,
what is in our hands, is your ex-
perience as a BookMyShow con-
sumer and the transparency you
expect in the resolution to this
situation."

"To that end, BookMyShow has
already initiated a full and com-
plete refund of the ticket amount
for all consumers who had pur-
chased tickets for the show."
Bieber was diagnosed with the
Ramsay Hunt syndrome, which
caused partial paralysis to his
face, earlier this year.

Justin Bieber India tour
cancelled due to ill health
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BBrriissttooll,,  SSeepp  1166  ((PPTTII))::

Indian bowlers put up a
valiant effort with a below par
total to defend before rookie
Alice Capsey held her nerves to
guide England to a seven-wick-
et win in the third women’s T20
International and also clinch
the series 2-1. India put up an
inept batting performance,
scoring only 122 for eight,
courtesy wicketkeeper Richa
Ghosh’s 22-ball 33 and all
rounder Pooja Vastrakar’s
unbeaten 19 off 11 deliveries.

Indian batter were unable to
navigate through the England
spin bowling as the trio of
Sophie Ecclestone (3/25),
Sarah Glenn (2/11) and Bryony
Smith accounted for six wick-

ets. England scored the runs in
18.2 overs, courtesy opener
Sophia Dunkley’s 49 off 44 and
18-year-old Caspey’s unbeaten
38-run knock that took the
hosts over the line and seal the
three-match series 2-1.

“I think we were 20 runs
short. Credit to our bowlers for
keeping us in the game,” India
captain Harmanpreet Kaur said
after the game.

“We just need to stick to our
strengths. One needs to have a
decent total in any format of
the game. We need partner-
ships with the bat,” she added.

Chasing 123, the home side
was off to a brilliant start with
both openers Dunkley and
Danni Wyatt (22 off 23 balls)
sharing a 70-run stand before

India triggered a mini batting
collapse by snaring three quick
wickets in as many overs.

Spin all-rounder Sneh Rana
(1/32) provided the first break-
through for the visitors as
Wyatt miscued a shot.

Dunkley, who hit six fours,
followed next as she was
cleaned up with an excellent
delivery by Vastrakar (1/16).
Captain Amy Jones’ (3) stay in
the middle was then cut short
by Radha Yadav (1/14).

But, Capsey, considered one
of England’s brightest young
talents, continued to attack
and played shots all around the
ground. She was ably support-
ed by Smith, who remained
unbeaten on 13, as the two
steered England to victory.

Earlier, India were in all sorts
of trouble as they slipped to 75
for 7 before Ghosh and
Vastrakar joined forces to take
the visitors to a respectable
total. Both openers, the big hit-
ting Shafali Verma (5 off 12)
and Smriti Mandhana (9 off 8)
were dismissed in the first four
overs. Verma was first to go as
she misjudged the pace of the
delivery by Issy Wong (1/24)
with the ball deflecting off her
pads on to the wicket. Smith
then got the prized wicket of
Mandhana as Ecclestone held
on to a brilliant catch.
Sabbhineni Meghana (0) and
Dayalan Hemalatha (0) strug-
gled to open their account
while skipper Harmanpreet (5)
also had a forgettable day.

Deepti Sharma (24) tried to
repair the innings along with
Ghosh but the all-rounder too
perished as she attempted to
sweep left-arm spinner
Ecclestone but missed, with
Jones completing the stump-
ing. Ghosh, who slammed five
boundaries, and Vastrakar
added 43 runs in the last three
overs to take India over the
100-run mark.

Brief Scores
India Women: 122 for 8 in 20
overs (Richa Ghosh 33 not out,
Deepti Sharma 24; Sophie
Ecclestone 3/25)
EEnnggllaanndd  WWoommeenn::  126 for 3 in
18.2 overs ( Sophia Dunkley 49,
Alice Capsey 38 not out; Radha
Yadav 1/14). 

India batters flop as England
win by 7 wickets in 3rd T20 New York, Sep 16 (AP):

The timing of it all hard-
ly could be more symbolic:
Within a span of two
weeks, Serena Williams
plays what is believed to
be her last match at age 40,
Roger Federer announces
he’ll be retiring at 41, Iga
Swiatek wins her third
Grand Slam title at 21, and
Carlos Alcaraz gets his
first at 19.

After so much hand-
wringing in recent years
about what would become
of tennis once transcen-
dent superstars such as
Williams and Federer
leave the game he told the
world Thursday he will
exit after the Laver Cup
next week; she made her
plans public last month,
then lost in the third
round of the U.S. Open on
Sept. 2 the sport does seem
to be in good hands as it
prepares to move on.

They helped mold ten-
nis into what it is today.
We will miss them, Nick
Bollettieri, a Hall of Fame
coach, said about Federer
and Williams. Having
these youngsters being No.
1, said Bollettieri, who
worked with the Williams
sisters, Andre Agassi, Jim
Courier, Monica Seles and
Maria Sharapova, among
others, is going to make a
big difference for the
tours. First of all, let’s not
forget: Rafael Nadal and
Novak Djokovic are still

around even if injuries, in
Nadal’s case, and vaccina-
tion status, in Djokovic’s
case, have limited their
ability to compete at their
best or always. They com-
bined to win three of the
year’s four Grand Slam ti-
tles, boosting Nadal’s total
to 22, the most for a man,
and Djokovic’s to 21.

Williams has 23, and
Federer 20, and both have
dozens of other trophies,
Olympic medals, hun-
dreds of weeks at No. 1 in
the rankings, and so on.

They are standard-bear-
ers not merely because of
such statistics. Williams
became a celebrity as
much as a record-breaking
athlete and someone who
helped expand the sport’s
audience while inspiring
plenty of kids to take up
tennis. Federer became a
widely respected ambassa-
dor of the game, attracting
fans and new players from
around the globe, too. Now

some of those fresh faces
are prepared to step into
the space that will open up
for new champions, new
prime-time slots on TV,
new sponsorship deals,
new interest.

One never knows how
things will go in sports, of
course, or what might hap-
pen in terms of injuries,
say, or other potential
roadblocks to a long and
distinguished career, but
Swiatek and Alcaraz sure
do appear to be set up for
success. From their ath-
leticism and shot-making,
to their on- and off-court
demeanors, to the teams
that surround them both
work with a sports psy-
chologist, for example
they are preternaturally
mature.

Swiatek, No. 1 since Ash
Barty’s retirement six
months ago, is the first
woman to win two Grand
Slam titles in a single sea-
son since 2016.

Federer, Serena retire; tennis
moves on to Alcaraz, Swiatek

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

Young all-rounder Raj
Angad Bawa has earned
his maiden India A call-
up in the Sanju Samson-
led team for the three-
match One-day series
against New Zealand A,
starting September 22
in Chennai.

The second and third
matches are scheduled
for September 25 and 27
respectively.

Prithvi Shaw, who has
been in fine form in the
Duleep Trophy, is back
in the mix along with
most players, who were
part of the ODI series in
Zimbabwe.

Bawa, hero of India’s
U-19 World Cup winning
campaign, is a fast
medium bowler and left-
handed hard-hitting
middle-order batter.

While he has only
played two Ranji
Trophy games for
Chandigarh, it is under-
stood that the Chetan
Sharma-led selection
committee’s concern is

to create back-up for
Hardik Pandya, who

would time and again
need to focus on work-

load management. With
the likes of Shivam
Dube and Vijay Shankar
not stepping up at the
international level, the
selectors are keen on
creating a pool of back-
up seam bowling all-
rounders.

India have too many
spin bowling all-round-
er options but not many
pace bowlers with good
lower middle-order hit-
ting prowess.

Bawa’s all-round abil-
ities will be put to test
and the selectors will
get an idea if he could
be later upgraded at the
senior level.

India A squad: Prithvi
Shaw, Abhimanyu
Easwaran, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Rahul
Tripathi, Rajat Patidar,
Sanju Samson
(Captain), KS Bharat
( w i c k e t - k e e p e r ) ,
Kuldeep Yadav, Shabhaz
Ahmed, Rahul Chahar,
Tilak Varma, Kuldeep
Sen, Shardul Thakur,
Umran Malik, Navdeep
Saini, Raj Angad Bawa.

To create Hardik’s back-up, selectors
include Raj Angad Bawa in India A squad

Manchester, Sep 16 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo
scored the first Europa
League goal of his career
to help Manchester United
rebound from an opening
loss in the second-tier
competition with a 2-0 vic-
tory over Sheriff Tiraspol.

The Champions League
record scorer converted
from the spot after Jadon
Sancho gave United a 1-0
lead in Moldova. It was the
37-year-old Ronaldo’s first
goal of the season and
699th in club competition.

Happy to score and help
the team win! 3 important
points!” Ronaldo tweeted.

After failing to secure a
transfer to a club in the
Champions League where
he’s scored 141 goals the
Portugal striker had to
settle for playing in the
Europa League for the
first time since 2002 with
Sporting Lisbon.

Ronaldo was given a sec-
ond straight start, includ-
ing last week’s 1-0 loss to
Real Sociedad at Old
Trafford, after he was

used as a substitute in
four straight wins by
United in the Premier
League.

Last weekend’s Premier
League games were post-
poned following the death
of Queen Elizabeth II.

Arsenal, another fa-
vorite of the competition,
had its game against PSV
Eindhoven postponed
from Thursday to Oct. 20
because of limited police

resources in London dur-
ing preparations for the
queen’s state funeral.

Though Chelsea’s
Champions League game
against Salzburg went
ahead Wednesday, the
visit of a large group of
PSV fans traveling from
the Netherlands proved
more challenging.

Real Betis beat
Bulgarian team
Ludogorets 3-2 for its sec-

ond straight win while
Jose Mourinho’s Roma
bounced back from a sur-
prising loss to Ludogorets
last week by cruising 3-0
past 10-man HJK Helsinki.

Feyenoord recorded its
first win by routing Sturm
Graz 6-0, Freiburg won 3-0
at Olympiacos for its sec-
ond victory, and Monaco
was upset 1-0 at home by
Hungary’s Ferencv ros.

Braga and Union Saint-
Gilloise recorded their
second wins also.

West Ham is struggling
in the Premier League but
shining in the Europa
Conference League. The
London club beat
Denmark’s Silkeborg 3-2
for its second victory from
two in Europe’s third-tier
competition.

Villarreal followed suit
with a 2-1 win at Hapoel
Be’er Sheva and Istanbul
Basaksehir kept a perfect
record after a 3-0 victory
over Fiorentina.

Ukrainian club Dnipro-
1 registered a 3-1 victory at
Apollon Limassol, and
Alkmaar beat Vaduz 4-1.

Ronaldo nets 1st Europa League
goal as United beats Sheriff

Ahmedabad, Sep 16 (PTI):

Dronacharya awardee
Jaspal Rana is hoping that
the 36th National Games
will unearth fresh shoot-
ing talent, with several
youngsters getting the op-
portunity to take on the
more established stars.
The National Games will
be held in Gujarat from
September 29 to October
12.

“Not everyone gets to
compete in national events
and eventually for the
country. But this is where
you spot talent. Even state
meets can throw up fresh
talent. I am sure by the end
of the National Games, we
will see a few new faces
who might shine for India
in the future,” the multi-
ple-time Asian Games gold
medallist said.

Rana has been instru-
mental in shaping the ca-
reers of several young-
sters, including Manu
Bhaker, Saurabh
Choudhary and Anish

Bhanwala while working
with the junior national
squad.

As someone who first
won laurels for India at the
1994 Junior World
Championship in Milan
before going on to excel in
the Hiroshima Asian
Games later that year, the
now 46-year-old Rana feels
the National Games will
offer the right exposure to
all participants.

“We do not have the
Asian Games this time in

Hangzhou, so it is a great
opportunity for all our ath-
letes to come together and
showcase their skills in
Gujarat.

“It is not about just
shooting. There are so
many different disciplines
at the National Games and
if the cream of talent can
compete with the lesser ex-
perienced players, it will
be very good,” he said.

Rana himself is keen to
watch all the shooting ac-
tion during the Games as
he firmly believes that
watching any competition
is a learning experience
even for coaches.

“The talent base (in
shooting) is very strong
and we have seen how
youngsters grab the
chance which comes their
way. I would like to see
India’s best shooters come
to Gujarat and entertain
the spectators. There is
also an opportunity for
younger marksmen to
learn from the seniors,” he
said.

We will see new talent
in shooting, says Rana

Mumbai, Sep 16 (PTI):

Former South Africa
wicketkeeper batter Mark
Boucher has been appoint-
ed Mumbai Indians’ head
coach for the upcoming
IPL season, the franchise
announced on Friday.

The 45-year-old replaces
former Sri Lanka skipper
Mahela Jayawardene, who
has been elevated to the
role of global head of per-
formance by the fran-
chise. Boucher, who is cur-
rently the head coach of
the South Africa men’s na-
tional team, had earlier
this week announced he

will be stepping down
from the role after the up-
coming T20 World Cup.

It is an honor and privi-
lege to be appointed as
Head Coach of MI. Their
history and achievements
as a franchise clearly put
them up there as one of
the most successful sport-
ing franchises in all of
world sport,” Boucher
said in a media release.

“I look forward to the
challenge and respect the
need for results. It’s a
strong unit with great
leadership and players. I
look forward to adding
value to this dynamic
unit, he added. Boucher
has had a long and illustri-
ous career and holds the
record for the most Test
dismissals by a wicket-
keeper. Post-retirement he
took over as coach for
Titans, a top-level cricket
franchise in South Africa,
and led them to five do-
mestic titles. In 2019, he
was appointed as the head
coach of South Africa
where he crafted 11 Test
wins, 12 in ODIs and 23
T20I victories.

Mark Boucher named head
coach of Mumbai Indians

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  SSeepp  1166  ((PPTTII))::

The spin duo of Saurabh
Kumar and Rahul Chahar
sparkled with the ball to bundle
out New Zealand A for 237 and
hand India A the first-innings
lead on the second day of the
third unofficial Test here on
Friday. Slow left-arm orthodox
bowler Saurabh (4/48) and leg-
spinner Chahar (3/53) shared
seven wickets between them
to bowl out New Zealand A in
71.2 overs and hand India A
lead of 56 runs in the first
innings of the four-day game.

At stumps, India A were 40
for one in 11 overs, extending
their overall lead to 96 runs.

Abhimanyu Easwaran (4)
was the lone Indian wicket to
fall in their second innings,
LBW to Sean Solia.

Ruturaj Gaikwad, who
scored a century in the first
innings was batting on 18 in the
company of skipper Priyank
Panchal (17). Earlier, New
Zealand A made a torrid start
to their innings in reply to India
A’s 293, losing half of their side
inside 100 runs. After Shardul
Thakur (1/33) and Mukesh

Kumar (2/48) gave the initial
breakthroughs, Chahar joined
the party and picked up the
wickets of Dane Cleaver (34)
and captain Tom Bruce (13) to
reduce New Zealand A to 99 for
five. But Mark Chapman and
Solia resurrected the visitors’
innings, stitching 114 runs for
the sixth wicket.

While Chapman made a
quick 91 off 115 balls, with the
help of eight boundaries and
two hits over the fence, Solia’s
knock was decorated with
seven fours. Saurabh broke the
dangerous-looking partnership
with the wicket of Chapman
and then dismissed two more
New Zealand A batters — Solia
and Joe Walker — in the 66th
over to hand India A the upper
hand. Chahar and Saurabh
then wrapped up New Zealand
A’s innings in no time.

BBrriieeff  SSccoorreess
India A: 293 & 40 for 1 in 11

overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 18 not
out, Priyank Panchal 17 not
out; Sean Solia 1/20) vs New
Zealand A: 237 all out in 71.2
overs (Mark Chapman 92, Sean
Solia 54; Saurabh Kumar 4/48,
Rahul Chahar 3/53).

Spinners shine as India A
take upper hand against NZ

A in 3rd unofficial Test

Jadeja taking 
‘one step at a time’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Ravindra Jadeja is
recovering at home after
undergoing knee surgery
which has ruled him out of next
month’s T20 World Cup. Jadeja
posted a picture on Instagram
in which he is seen moving
around on crutches with his
right knee in a cast. ‘One step
at a time,’ he captioned the
Instagram post. The 33-year-
old all-rounder suffered a knee
injury during the Asia Cup
which saw him miss the tour-
nament after a couple of
matches. Jadeja reportedly
hurt his knee after slipping on
a ski board during the team’s
trip to a beach in Dubai during
the Asia Cup.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Friday said he has failed
to understand what the
liquor scam was about,
and advised the Centre to
do positive things for
progress of the country
instead of "harassing"
everyone with CBI and
ED.

His remarks came amid
raids by the Enforcement
Directorate at 40 locations
across the country in con-
nection with alleged ir-
regularities in implemen-
tation of Excise Policy
2021-22 of the AAP gov-
ernment in Delhi.

"I have till date not been
able to understand what
this liquor scam is. One of
their (BJP) leaders said it
is a scam of Rs 1.5 lakh
crore. How can it be a

scam of Rs 1.5 lakh crore
when the whole budget of
Delhi is Rs 70,000 crore
only?

"Another of their lead-
ers said it was a Rs 8,000
crore scam, yet another

said it was a Rs 1,100 crore
scam. The L-G said it was
a Rs 144 crore scam, while
the CBI said it was a Rs 1
crore scam," Kejriwal
said in a press conference.

He said the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) during its raid at
his deputy Manish
Sisodia's residence,
search of his locker and
enquiries at his village
did not find even a
penny of irregularities
in the policy. "So, what
is this scam?" he ques-
tioned.

Accusing the BJP-led
Centre, the chief minis-
ter said it should do
some positive work for
the country instead of
indulging day and night
with the CBI and the
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate (ED).

"If the Centre does not

do any positive work and
keep troubling and scar-
ing everyone with CBI and
ED, how will the country
progress?" he asked.

Kejriwal said the Centre
is free to catch anyone if
some wrong is done, but
the progress of the coun-
try is hampered if it "un-
necessarily" uses CBI and
ED to "scare and threaten"
everyone.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): 

The BJP will organise
"unity in diversity" festi-
vals, a blood donation drive
and a cleanliness drive
across the country as part
of its fortnight-long "seva"
campaign to mark Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
birthday on Saturday.
According to Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) general
secretary Arun Singh, the
campaign will be launched
on Modi's birthday on
September 17 and conclude
on October 2, the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the BJP head-
quarters here on Friday,
Singh said the primary ob-
jective of the fortnight-long
campaign is to "reach out to
the poor and downtrodden
and improve their quality

of life". As part of the cam-
paign, the workers of the
saffron party will organise
"unity in diversity" festivals
in all districts and send out
the message of "Ek Bharat,
Shresth Bharat" (One India,
Great India) to people. As
part of these festivals, BJP

functionaries will identify a
state different from theirs
and adopt its language and
culture for a day, Singh
said. A plantation drive, a
cleanliness drive and
awareness campaigns on
water conservation will
also be organised during

the fortnight, he added.
Singh further said BJP
workers will distribute
equipment among differ-
ently-abled people, promote
khadi products and organ-
ise free health checkup
camps during the fortnight.

"The welfare of the poor
and downtrodden is the
focal point of the welfare
schemes of the government
led by Prime Minister
Modi," Singh said. As part
of the campaign, BJP work-
ers and people in general
will be encouraged to use
khadi and local products on
October 2. The saffron party
has formed an eight-mem-
ber panel led by Singh for
monitoring the campaign.
The BJP has been celebrat-
ing Modi's birthday as "Seva
Diwas" (Day of Service) for
years by organising welfare
activities across the country
for a fortnight.

Mumbai, Sep 16 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday
opposed the bail plea of
Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut,
arrested in a money laun-
dering case linked to al-
leged irregularities in a
housing redevelopment
project here.

Earlier this month, the
Sena leader had filed an ap-
plication in the special
court hearing cases related
to Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
saying the case against him
was a perfect example of
"abuse of power" and "polit-
ical vendetta". In the bail

plea, the Rajya Sabha mem-
ber said he has been vic-
timised to forcibly crush
the opposition faced by the
ruling party. The ED on
Friday filed its written
reply before special judge M
G Deshpande, in which it
opposed Raut's bail. The de-
tails of probe agency's reply
were, however, not available
yet. The ED probe pertains
to alleged financial irregu-
larities in the redevelop-
ment of Patra 'chawl' and
related financial property
transactions involving
Raut's wife and alleged as-
sociates. Siddharth Nagar,
popularly known as Patra
Chawl is an area located in

Goregaon, a northern
Mumbai suburb. It housed
nearly 672 homes spread
over 47 acres of land.

In 2008, the Maharashtra
Housing and Development
Authority (MHDA) had
handed over the project of
redeveloping the Chawl to
Guru Ashish Construction
Private Limited (GACPL), a
sister company of HDIL
(Housing Development and
Infrastructure Ltd).
GACPL was supposed to
build 672 flats for the people
there and develop flats for
MHDA and sell the remain-
ing land to private develop-
ers for GACPL's own devel-
opment works.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): 

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment is leaving no stone
unturned to realise the
"dream of a New India"
that is not dependent on
any country to fulfill its
needs, especially those re-
lated to security, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Friday.

During an event here, he
also said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' is
"making India one of the
strongest and most respect-
ed countries in the world"
and exuded confidence that
the country will achieve
the target of Rs 1.75 lakh
crore of defence produc-
tion by 2025.

Underlining the steps

taken by the defence min-
istry to achieve
'Aatmanirbharta' (self-re-
liance) in defence, Singh
said, "The issuance of three
positive indigenisation lists
of 310 items as well as en-
couraging the private sec-
tor to become a part of the
nation's growth story is tes-
tament to the government's
unwavering commitment
to provide the armed forces
with indigenously devel-
oped state-of-the-art
weapons and platforms,
and equip them to deal
with all future challenges."

The domestic industry
has the capacity and capa-
bility to manufacture the
latest defence platforms in
water, land, sky and space
in the next few years, and
the "government is making

all efforts to provide them
with the necessary envi-
ronment," he was quoted as
saying in a statement is-
sued by the ministry.

At an Army seminar in
Delhi on September 12,
Singh had said that the gov-
ernment was committed to
creating a robust, secure
and self-reliant logistics
system to effectively deal
with future security chal-
lenges.

On Friday, the minister
asserted that "the govern-
ment is leaving no stone
unturned to realise the
dream of a 'New India'
which is not dependent on
any country to fulfill its
needs, especially those re-
lated to security". He also
lauded the "timely and bold
decisions" taken by Modi

which, he said, have "trans-
formed India's image in the
world from a silent observ-
er to an assertor and
provider".

"Defence exports, which
were once Rs 1,900 crore,
have now crossed Rs 13,000
crore," the defence minister
noted. He also exuded con-
fidence that India will be
"achieving the target of Rs
1.75 lakh crore of defence
production by 2025, which
includes export of Rs 35,000
crore".

He made special mention
of the country's first in-
digenous aircraft carrier
INS Vikrant, with 76 per
cent indigenous content,
which was commissioned
by the prime minister on
September 2 in Kochi. He
termed it as an important

milestone in India's path to
achieve self-reliance.

Singh, however, made it
clear that
"'Aatmanirbharta' does
not mean isolation". He de-
fined it as India's resolve
to give hope and relief to
the whole world. "Today,
the world has realised that
the manufacturing hub
should not be in any one
country. In the changed
circumstances, big MNCs
are exploring new options
to decentralise its manu-
facturing.

India not only fulfils that
quest, but also gives hope
that this manufacturing
shift has the potential to
provide a new lift to the en-
tire global economy. India
is the centre of global opti-
mism," he said.

‘India facing highest 
unemployment rate in 45 years’
Kollam, Sep 16 (PTI): 

India is facing the high-
est unemployment rate in
the last 45 years and it was
the duty of the Congress
party to strengthen the fu-
ture of the youth and bring
positivity to the minds of
youngsters in the country,
senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi said on
Friday. Gandhi, who has
embarked on the 'Bharat
Jodo Yatra,' reached
Neendakara in Kollam dis-
trict today, the ninth day
since he began his foot
march on September 7.

In a Facebook post,
Gandhi said he had been
meeting many youngsters
during the march and was
understanding their expec-
tations from the govern-
ment. If the country could
make use of the youth
power, the nation could

grow very fast, he said.
"But today the country

has the highest unemploy-
ment in the last 45 years,
educated youngsters are
wandering in search of
employment and disap-
pointed. It is our duty and

also the need of the time
today to strengthen the fu-
ture of our youth, bring
positivity to them."

After the conclusion of
the morning leg of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, Gandhi
has been engaged in discus-

sions with cashew workers,
entrepreneurs, trade
unions and leaders of RSP
and Forward Block, both al-
lies of the Congress party.

"I am meeting with
many youngsters during
our Bharat Jodo trip, un-
derstanding their expecta-
tions from the government,
what kind of help they
want from us to make their
future bright and how
many more possibilities
can we create for them," he
said.

Gandhi also noted that
the purpose of the Yatra
was to lend an ear to chil-
dren, old, young, women,
poor, farmers and tribals
and to resolve their prob-
lems. "We are also succeed-
ing, the youth are openly
talking to us, walking to-
gether. I hope we all will
unite our India and make it
forward," he added.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  17,  2022

Printed by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, G.E. Road, Press Complex, Raipur and Published at Navbharat Bhawan, Near Bus Stand, Bilaspur, Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari.
Editor: Sameer Shukla (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.) Phone: (07752) 224563, 230591 Fax : (07752) 405338, Raipur : (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703, Regd. No. CHHENG/2012/44065

A vendor sells fruits meant to be used as offerings for Lord Vishwakarma, on the eve of Vishwakarma Puja, in Kolkata, Friday.

VISHWAKARMA PUJA

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra in Kollam, Kerala.

Modi govt leaving no stone unturned to
realise dream of a New India: Rajnath

Patra chawl case: ED 
opposes Shiv Sena MP 
Sanjay Raut’s bail plea

BJP to organise ‘unity in diversity’ festivals during
fortnight-long campaign to mark PM Modi's birthday

BJP leader Mahesh Chand Srivastava with party leaders
performs havan on the eve of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s birthday, in Varanasi, Friday.

Centre should do positive things instead of
‘harassing’ everyone with CBI and ED: Kejriwal

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal speaks during a
felicitation ceremony 
organised for students of
Delhi government schools
who topped in JEE and
NEET exams, in New Delhi,
Friday.

DU to use ‘normalised scores’ to prepare merit lists: Official
New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI):

Delhi University will
prepare merit lists on the
basis of "normalised"
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)
scores for admission to un-
dergraduate programs, a
senior varsity official said
on Friday. The results for
the debut edition of the
CUET for the undergradu-
ate admissions were de-
clared by the National
Testing Agency on Friday.

The NTA said the merit
lists will be prepared by
participating universities,
which will decide on the
process of counselling
based on the CUET-UG
scorecard.The scorecards
of candidates mention

subject-wise percentile
scores and normalised
scores also called NTA
scores.

The normalised scores
were calculated from the
raw scores of each candi-
date using the equi-per-
centile method for parity
across sessions in which
they gave their exams.

"We will prepare merit
lists based on normalised
scores as normalisation is
necessary to provide a
level playing field," said a
senior varsity official.

Delhi University began
its admission process
early this week.
Admission through the
Common Seat Allocation
System will be conducted
in three phases -- submis-

sion of the CSAS-2022 ap-
plication form, selection of
programmes, and filling of
preferences, and seat allo-
cation and admission. It is
at the second phase when
the scores of CUET will be
required.

The official said that the
university will open a pref-
erence-filing Phase in the
coming days. "Candidates
will log in to their CSAS
2022 dashboard to choose
the Program/s s(he) is
willing to take admission
if allocated.

The candidate will also
fill in the Program and
College Combinations
preferences for every
Program selected by
them," the official said.

"The candidate must

confirm the order of pref-
erences for the Program
and College combinations
by clicking on 'Submit'
on/before the last day of
the Preference-Filling
phase," the official added.

The merit list for the un-
reserved category seats
will comprise all candi-
dates in order of merit, the
official said. Separate
merit lists will be declared
for candidates seeking ad-
mission under supernu-
merary quotas.

Meanwhile, Jamia
Millia Islamia, which is
taking admission through
CUET for only 10 UG
courses, said that they will
release a merit list based
on the normalised CUET
scores as soon as the NTA

will provide them with
score cards of students.

"As soon as NTA will
provide us scorecards of
students who have shown
interest in taking admis-
sion in Jamia. We will pre-
pare a merit list based on
the normalised CUET
score," Registrar Nazim
Jafri told PTI. The
Registrar also said that the
university will begin class-
es for students admitted in
these courses from
October 6

"We will induct students
adhering to our reserva-
tion policies. The admis-
sion process will likely
conclude by the last week
of September. And classes
will begin on October 6,"
Jafri added.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): After the Common
University Entrance Test results were declared, UGC
Chairman M Jagadesh Kumar on Friday said univer-
sities will prepare rank lists for undergraduate admis-
sions on the basis of "normalised" scores and not per-
centile or "raw marks". Kumar told PTI that the scores
have been normalised to provide a level playing field
for students who wrote the exam in the same subject
on different days or in different shifts. The results for
the debut edition of the Common University Entrance
Test (CUET)-UG were declared earlier in the day. "The
rank lists will be prepared by universities using nor-
malised NTA (National Testing Agency) scores and
not on the basis of percentile. The scores have been
normalised to provide a level playing field for students
since they wrote test in the same subject on different
days," Kumar said. "Normalisation of CUET scores
has been done separately for each subject for which
the exam was held in multiple shifts," he added.

Universities to use ‘normalised’ CUET scores for
preparing merit lists, not percentile: UGC chief


