
Shot dead 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 38-year-old
ambulance driver was
shot dead on Thursday
morning allegedly by
two unidentified people
in southwest Delhi's
Jafarpur Kalan, police
said. An incident of mur-
der was reported around
9.30 am in Jafarpur
Kalan area on a road
connecting Samaspur
Khalsa and Kazipur vil-
lages, they said.

Arrested
TThhaannee:: A jewellery shop
chain owner was arrested
in Maharashtra's Thane
city for allegedly duping
more than 1,200 persons to
the tune of Rs 57.89 crore,
a police official said on
Thursday. Shrikumar
Shankara Pillai, who had
several gold and diamond
outlets in several towns of
Maharashtra, was arrested
by the Crime Branch's
Economic Offences Wing
on Tuesday, he said.

Hearing 
BBuuddaauunn:: A court here fixed
October 4 as the next date
for hearing a plea seeking
permission to offer
prayers at the Jama Masjid
Shamsi, claimed to have
been built at a place
where once a Shiva tem-
ple stood, officials said.
The plea was heard in the
court of Civil Judge
(Senior Division) Vijay
Kumar Gupta on Thursday,
said Hindu Mahasabha's
advocate Brijpal.

Acquitted 
TThhaannee:: Sixteen persons
were acquitted by a
Thane court in an unlaw-
ful assembly and rioting
case. The sixteen per-
sons, including women,
were accused of attack-
ing a couple of houses in
Rabodi during Navratri
on September 29, 2008
with stones and
indulging in arson.

Busted
JJaammsshheeddppuurr:: An inter-state
gang involved in looting
banks, including about Rs
1.5 crore in cash and gold
jewellery from a national-
ized bank in Jamshedpur,
was busted with the arrest
of three of its members, a
senior police official said.
Two of the seven gang
members involved in the
August 18 Jamshedpur
bank loot have fled the
country with the booty,
the official said.

Convicted 
MMaadduurraaii:: The Madras High
Court on Thursday convict-
ed a well-known Youtuber,
A Sankar alias 'Savukku'
Sankar, for criminal con-
tempt and sentenced him
to six months' imprison-
ment. The case was taken
on its own against Sankar
by the court.
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BRIEF

An artist prepares an idol of
Goddess Durga ahead of

Durga Puja festival, Thursday.

Low31 24High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 17,877.40   8
59,934.01   8SENSEX

GOLD 49,805

SILVER 57.050

Nagpur, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Army chief General
Manoj Pande on
Thursday said India's de-
pendence on imported
technologies for defence
has emerged as a "strate-
gic vulnerability", and
stressed the need for self-
sufficiency in the sector,
saying country's security
can neither be outsourced
nor be dependent on the
largesse of others.

Hostile and nuclear-
armed neighbours and de-
velopments on the coun-
try's borders with China
have reinforced the need
to maintain modern, agile
and technologically em-
powered armed forces at
all times, he said while
highlighting the need to
possess modern techno-
logical capabilities.

In his video message ad-
dressed to the students of
Visvesvaraya National
Institute of Technology
(VNIT) Nagpur on the oc-
casion of its 20th convoca-
tion, Gen Pande also said
that India's security envi-
ronment is defined by a
combination of legacy
challenges of disputed
borders and emerging
threats in new domains of
cyber, space and the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum.

"India has hostile, nu-
clear-armed neighbours
and an unstable neigh-
bourhood. Developments
on our northern borders
with China over the past
two years, including the
clash at Galwan, have re-
inforced the need to main-
tain modern, agile and
technologically empow-
ered armed forces at all
times. Our dependence on
imported technologies for
defence and security has
emerged as a strategic
vulnerability," he said.
Today's security is found-
ed on technological
prowess. There is no
country willing to share
the latest, state of art
technologies, he said.

The security of the na-
tion can neither be out-
sourced, nor be dependent
on the largesse of others.
Self sufficiency in critical
technologies is a strategic
imperative that can no
longer be ignored, the

Chief of the Army Staff
said. "Within a short peri-
od, an entire ecosystem of
start-ups supporting the
defence industry has
come up in the country.
This a very reassuring de-
velopment, through
which the vision of 'at-
manirbharta' (self-suffi-
ciency) will soon be a real-
ity. There is a long way to
go, but we are moving
steadily on the right
track," he said. The spiral
of technological cycles
and emergence of disrup-
tive technologies is ex-
ceedingly fast in today's
world. Quantum comput-
ing, artificial intelligence,
machine learning, nan-
otechnology, 5G and the
internet of things, to
name a just a few, are rev-
olutionising all sectors of
national endeavour. These
technologies are also
transforming the 'charac-
ter' of future wars, he
added.

Bilaspur, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The Chhattisgarh High
Court has issued notices to
the state government and
others, seeking their replies
over a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) that high-
lighted the menace of 'so-
cial boycott' allegedly
prevalent in the state.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami and Justice
Deepak Kumar Tiwari on
Wednesday served notices
to the state chief secretary,
home secretary, director
general of police (DGP),
legal services authority,
Collectors and
Superintendents of Police
(SPs) of six districts, and
station house officers
(SHOs) of the concerned
police stations seeking

their replies within 10
weeks, petitioners' lawyer
Rajani Soren said on
Thursday.

The PIL filed by two or-
ganisations - Guru
Ghasidas Sevadar Sangh
and Kanooni Margdarshan
Kendra - which have been
providing social and legal
support to victims of social
boycott, cited 15 cases of so-
cial ostracism in six dis-
tricts- Raipur, Janjgir-

Champa, Dhamtari,
Kanker, Raigarh and
Balodabazar of the state,
she said.

The petitioners contend-
ed that there are multiples
cases of social torture and
economic boycott regis-
tered at various police sta-
tions in the state, particu-
larly in rural areas. People
are subjected to social and
economic boycott in their
community or village for

inter-caste marriage, reli-
gious freedom or personal
enmity. Such extra-judicial
pronouncements are a vio-
lation of the fundamental
rights guaranteed in part III
of the Constitution of
India, she said.

The administration and
police have not been taking
appropriate action in these
cases, due to which people
had to face harassment and
are deprived of livelihood
earning means through so-
cial boycott. Social boycott
is implemented through the
panchayat whip, whereby
noncompliance by commu-
nity members results in im-
position of penalty, she
said. The petitioners have
sought directions from the
high court to the respon-
dents to take action in these
specified cases.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The CBI on Thursday
conducted searches at six
locations in Delhi and
Kolkata at the premises of
two software companies in
connection with the West
Bengal School Service
Commission (SSC) scam, of-
ficials said.

It is alleged that records
were manipulated to favour
candidates in the appoint-
ment of teachers which has
brought the role of the com-
panies under scanner, they
said.

The searches were con-
ducted at the offices of ND
Infosystems Pvt Ltd and
NYSA communications Pvt
Ltd along with residential
premises of their propri-
etors Niladri Das and

Puniit Kumar respectively,
they said. It is alleged that
the companies were in-
volved in the OMR sheets
evaluation, the CBI said.

The CBI on May 18 had
filed an FIR against the
then West Bengal minister
of state for education
Paresh Chandra Adhikary
and his daughter Ankita
Adhikary on the directions
of Calcutta High Court in
connection with a case of
alleged illegal appointment
of his daughter as a teacher
in a state government-aided
school, an official said.

It is alleged that the re-
sults of assistant teachers
recruitment examination
were manipulated to ac-
commodate Ankita by de-
moting deserving candi-
dates in the merit list.

Patna, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, who is try-
ing to forge "opposition
unity" after walking out of
the NDA, on Thursday
promised special category
status, which he has been
demanding for his state, to
"all backward states".

Kumar, the JD(U)'s de
facto leader who had
snapped ties with the BJP
last month accusing it of
trying to break his party,
made the averment here in
reply to a query from jour-

nalists on the sidelines of a
function.

"If we get a chance to
form the next government
at the Centre, all backward
states will get special cate-
gory status. There is no
reason why it cannot be
done," said Kumar, who is
now ruling the state as part
of a seven-party coalition
that comprises RJD,
Congress and the Left.

Notably, Kumar has been

demanding special status
for Bihar, citing loss of rev-
enue and mineral wealth
upon creation of
Jharkhand, for nearly two
decades. He has on many
occasions shown the will-
ingness to "support any
government at the Centre"
that fulfilled the demand.

The JD(U) leader, who
last week met many key po-
litical figures opposed to
the BJP in Delhi, also took
a jibe at his former ally for
weaning away legislators
belonging to the Congress
in Goa. "It is well known
who try to wean away peo-
ple from other parties and
what means are employed,"
he said in reply to a query
about developments in the

western coastal state, with-
out explicitly referring to
money changing hands.

Reiterating that his long
alliance with the BJP had
been a "mistake", Kumar
claimed that his siding
with the opposition camp
had left the saffron party
jittery causing its leaders
to "speak irresponsibly"
against him.

He took a dig at his for-
mer deputy Sushil Kumar
Modi for getting "sidelined
despite sharing the sur-
name with the prime min-
ister" and lambasted Union
minister Giriraj Singh for
provocative remarks about
the freak shooting incident
at the latter's Lok Sabha
constituency Begusarai.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

In a setback to thousands
of undergraduate medical
Indian students who were
studying in Ukraine but had
to return to the country in
view of the war with
Russia, the Centre on
Thursday told the Supreme
Court that they cannot be
accommodated in medical
colleges here for lack of pro-
visions under the law.

In an affidavit, the Centre
said that till now, no permis-
sion has been given by the
National Medical
Commission (NMC) to
transfer or accommodate
any foreign medical stu-
dents in any Indian medical
institute/University. The
government filed its re-

sponse in a batch of peti-
tions filed by students, who
are undergraduate medical
students of first to fourth-
year batches in their respec-
tive foreign medical col-
leges/universities, who are
primarily seeking transfer
to medical colleges in India
in their respective semes-
ters. "It is humbly submit-
ted that in so far as such stu-
dents are concerned, there
are no such provisions ei-
ther under the Indian
Medical Council Act, 1956 or
the National Medical
Commission Act, 2019 as
well as the Regulations to
accommodate or transfer
medical students from any
foreign medical
institutes/colleges to Indian
medical colleges", the gov-

ernment said.
It, however, said that to

aid and assist such returnee
students who could not
complete their MBBS cours-
es in Ukraine, NMC in con-
sultation with the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
has issued a Public Notice
dated September 6, 2022, in-
dicating that NMC would
accept completion of their
remaining courses in other
countries (with the ap-
proval of parent universi-
ty/Institution in Ukraine).

The government said that
after such completion of
their remaining courses,
the certificate, of course,
completion/degree is ex-
pected to be issued by the
parent institutions in
Ukraine.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The Centre on Thursday signed
an agreement with eight tribal
militant organisations based in
Assam to bring a lasting peace
in some areas of the state.
The tripartite agreement among
the central and state govern-
ments and the eight groups,
including All Adivasi National
Liberation Army, Adivasi Cobra
Militant of Assam, Birsa
Commando Force, Santhal Tiger
Force, and Adivasi People's
Army, was signed here in pres-
ence of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
among others. The groups are in
ceasefire since 2012 and living
in designated camps.
"I am sure signing of the agree-

ment will usher in a new era of
peace and harmony in Assam,"
Sarma said.
Except the hardline faction of
the banned ULFA, led by Paresh
Baruah, and the Kamatapur
Liberation Organisation, all
other rebel groups active in the
state have entered into peace
agreements with the govern-
ment.
In January, all cadres belonging
to the Tiwa Liberation Army and
the United Gorkha People's
Organisations surrendered with
arms and ammunition.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The CBI has taken over
the probe into the mysteri-
ous death of Haryana BJP
leader Sonali Phogat in
Goa last month, officials
said Thursday.

The central probe agency
re-registered the FIR of
Goa Police on a reference
from the Ministry of Home
Affairs which was routed
to it through the
Department of Personnel
and Training, they said.

Teams of the CBI along
with CFSL experts will
reach Goa to collect docu-
ments and interact with the
local police officials and
doctors who had examined
the former TV anchor after
she was brought to the hos-
pital. The sources said vis-
cera samples will give a de-

finitive clue about the caus-
es of Phogat's death.

The ministry had re-
ferred the case to the CBI
after Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant wrote to
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah requesting a
probe by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI). The home ministry
recommended to the
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) to get
the case probed by the CBI,
an official privy to the de-
velopment said. The CBI
functions under the admin-
istrative control of the
DoPT. Phogat, from Hisar
in Haryana, was brought
dead to a hospital in Goa in
the intervening night of
August 22-23 after heavy
partying at Curlies restau-
rant at Anjuna beach.

Bengaluru, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Karnataka Congress president D K

Shivakumar on Thursday said he

has received summons from the

Enforcement Directorate (ED) to

appear before it in connection

with a case of money-laundering.

Calling the action of the ED as

harassment, he questioned the

timing of the summons when the

Congress' Bharat Jodo Yatra was

on and when the State Assembly

session was underway.

The former Minister, who is also

an MLA said he is ready to coop-

erate, but it is coming in the way

of discharging his Constitutional

and political duties. "In the midst

of the #BharatJodoYatra and the

Assembly session, they have again

issued me an ED summon to

appear. I am ready to cooperate

but the timing of this summon and

the harassment I am put through,

is coming in the way of discharg-

ing my constitutional and political

duties," Shivakumar tweeted.

Raipur, Sep 15: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday hit out
at the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Union govern-
ment and accused it of de-
stroying democracy by in-
dulging in horse-trading as
well as misusing probe
agencies.

Talking to reporters here
at the Police Lines helipad,
he said the BJP's agenda
was to earn money and not
to serve people. Queried
about political develop-
ments in Goa, where eight
Congress MLAs joined the
ruling BJP, the CM, "The
BJP has been doing 'cheer
haran' of democracy. It has
been misusing central
agencies and indulging in
horse trading, which was
evident in Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh and North
East." "This is the second
time the BJP has done this
in Goa, where it has formed
governments through

horse-trading without hav-
ing a majority in the
Assembly. It (BJP) does not
believe in democracy. The
way they have been attack-
ing democracy is not good
for the country. It is highly
condemnable," he asserted.
Baghel said the Congress'
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' was to
raise such issues and to
strengthen democracy in
the country. Attacking the
Centre, he said several
trains that were used by
people of Chhattisgarh had
been suspended to allow
coal freight train movement
for the past several months.

"It is severely affecting the
poor. The BJP's agenda is to
earn money and not to
serve people. Prices of
crude oil have declined but
people are still getting fuel
at higher prices. It also
seems they (Centre) are
preparing to sell (privatise)
the railways," he alleged.

Baghel said people of
twelve communities, that
were included in the
Scheduled Tribe (ST) cate-
gory by the Union govern-
ment on Wednesday, will
now have access to benefits
of government schemes.

"The BJP (which is now
in opposition in the state)
has admitted spelling er-
rors in the name of these
communities were not rec-
tified during its 15-year rule
here. When Raman Singh
had written to the Centre to
include these communities
(with spelling errors in
their caste) in ST list, the
Centre had a BJP govern-
ment," he said.

‘Country’s security can’t
be outsourced’

̈ Self-sufficiency 
is key

General Manoj Pande

BJP indulging in
horse-trading: Baghel

WB SSC SCAM

CBI searches at 6 locations
in Delhi, Kolkata

CHH’GARH HC TO STATE GOVT

‘Reply over cases of social boycott’
ED summons
Shivakumar 

AIR SHOW REHERSAL

IAF's Surya Kiran team fly Hawk aircrafts in a formation during rehersal, ahead of
their air show in Bhubaneswar, Thursday.

‘Nitish’s big promise if Oppn comes to power’ 
̈ In 2024
̈ Spl status for all

backward states 

CBI takes over probe into
Sonali Phogat’s death

CENTRE TO SC

‘No provision to accommodate Ukraine
returnee medical students in Indian colleges’

Peace pact signed with
8 tribal militant groups
̈ Of Assam

St Thomas College Ruabandha organises
Faculty Development Program 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1155::  Department of
Education, St Thomas College,
Ruabandha Sector Bhilai in associ-
ation with IQAC organised one
week Faculty Development
Program for newly joined faculties.
In this program Administrator of
the College, Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese, Dipti Santosh, Dr Soniya
Popli, Maju Joy, Kanhaiya Pandey,
Dr Reema Dewangan, Dr Jyotsana
Gadpayle, Dr Anupama Gangrade,
and Dr Sumita Singh discussed
various topics to enhance the qual-
ity and impact of teaching. 

Dr Ankita Deshmukh Assistant
Professor, Department of
Psychology discussed the topic
creative problem solving by giving
a power point presentation. In the
beginning of last day's session
Netra Gupta, Assistant Professor,
Department of Mathematics pre-
sented a brief report of seven days
faculty development program.
Principal of the college Dr MG
Roymon shared his experience of
teaching and highlighted the im-

portant qualities of a good teacher.
IQAC coordinator Dr Debjani
Mukherjee motivated all the facul-
ties to always do hard work. 

Head of Education Department
Dr Sheeja Thomas appreciated all
the presentations and congratulat-
ed to all the participants for their
active participation. Administrator
of the College, Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese collected feedback from
all the faculties about the Faculty
Development Program. The pro-
gram was conducted by Punita
Sinha Faculty of Department of

English. 
After that all the faculties from

various departments shared their
experience about the program in
which Mohini Sharma from
Chemistry Department Varidhi
Pandey and Nidhi Shyam from
Commerce Department,  Dr Ritu
Mishra from Physics Department
and Amitabh Sharma from
Department of journalism were
present. At last Dr Kiran Bala,
Assistant Professor Department of
Economics proposed vote of
thanks. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15:
Commercial production of
260m long rail welded pan-
els from NEW Schlatter
Flash-Butt Welding ma-
chine commenced at Long
Rail complex of RSM on
13th September 2022.

Research Design and
Standards Organization
(RDSO), a research and de-
velopment organization
under the Ministry of
Railways of India, which
functions as a technical
adviser and consultant to
the Railway Board, had
given the clearance for op-
eration of this machine on
the same day.

The desired welding pa-
rameters of this machine
were achieved in the

fastest record time for any
of the Schlatter machines
installed worldwide. This
paves the way for RSM to
cater to the enhanced de-
mands of long rails of our
esteemed customer- the
Indian Railways.

The machine was inau-
gurated on 14th

September, 2022 by Shri
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works)
and Shri M. M. Gadre, ED
(P&A). Also present on the
occasion were Shri P.
Satyanarayan, Shri T.
Ramakrishna and Shri
Sourabh Kumar of third
Party inspecting agency,
RITES, along with senior

BSP officials from RSM,
RCL, URM, C&IT, INCOS,
CED, T&D, Services, M&U,
Central Electrical and
Mechanical organizations.

On the occasion, Shri
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), lauded the collec-
tive for speedy installation
of machine which set the
pace for production from
the machine. Shri M. M.
Gadre, ED (P&A), who has
been closely involved since
the inception of this proj-
ect also congratulated the
team. The hard work and
ingenuity of the entire
team which worked tire-
lessly round the clock to
make this dream a reality
without halting normal
production has been an ex-
ample and inspiration of
its own kind.

Statue of Sir M Visvesvaraya unveiled on Engineers’ Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: A statue of
country's first Civil
Engineer, Bharat Ratna Sir
M o k s h a g u n d a m
Visvesvaraya was unveiled
by PWD and Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu during a gracious
function held at Rajendra
Park Square in Durg on
Thursday.

Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choube presided
over the programme. The
statue, with an attractive
back drop, has been in-
stalled here jointly by the
Public Works Department,
Durg and Tandula Water
Resources Division, Durg.
The statue of the legendry
engineer was inaugurated

on the occasion of
Engineers' Day.

In his address, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu said that Sir
M o k s h a g u n d a m
Visvesvaraya was an emi-
nent statesman and engi-
neer and we are humbled
by his simplicity. Sahu said
that our engineers are very

talented. The district is rec-
ognized throughout the
country due to Bhilai Steel
Plant.

He urged the engineers
to create and conduct some
model work in Durg city
also so that Durg city can
be recognised for engineer-
ing innovation. The Home
Minister said that to give

employment to the engi-
neers, they have been en-
gaged in big projects.
About 5000 engineers have
been engaged in various
projects. About 16000 crore
projects are going on in the
state.

In his address, Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey said

that the contribution of Sir
M Visvesvaraya is not only
important for the country,
but he made the Indian tal-
ent recognised all over the
world.

He added that at the time
when the Krishnaraj Sagar
Dam was to be built on the
river Kaveri and British ex-
perts had said that this

dam would not be built, it
was Sir M Visvesvaraya
who accepted this chal-
lenge and built the dam
which was a marvelous
piece of engineering of his
time.

He said that when we
look at our water resources
structures which are even
100 years old, we feel how

strong our engineers must
have built them. We feel
proud of our engineers.
Choubey anticipated that
these structures will last
for another 100 years.

He congratulated Suresh
Pandey, Executive
Engineer, Water Resources
Department and Ashok
Srivas, Executive Engineer,

Public Works Department
for the installation of the
statue. He appreciated the
Executive Engineer Suresh
Pandey for his special ini-
tiative to install the statue
of Sir Mokshagundam
Visvesvaraya.

MLA Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, District
Panchayat President
Shalini Yadav, former MLA
Pratima Chandrakar and
other dignitaries were pres-
ent. Ashok Srivas
(Executive Engineer, Public
Works Department),
Suresh Pandey (Executive
Engineer, Tandula Water
Resources Division, Durg)
and other engineers and of-
ficials of PWD, Water
Resources Department and
other departments were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: The facul-
ties and the students of
DAV Public School Hudco
celebrated Hindi Diwas on
September 14 in the school
premises as a mark of trib-
ute to mother language
Hindi and to understand
the rich lingual culture of
the country.

A special assembly was
held to uphold the impor-
tance of Hindi as one of the
official languages. The cele-
bration commenced with
the speech by Rishika and
harsh Sahu saulting the
richness of our national
language. A melodious
poem was recited by

Unnati Mishra (Apni Hindi
Jari Hai) praising the
Hindi language which is
the soul of the cultural her-
itage.

One of the faculty mem-
bers, Dr Rakesh Kaushal
expressed his feelings stat-
ing that our identity is be-
cause of our mother lan-
guage only and we need to
celebrate and develop this
language. He also told the
importance of Dohas in
daily life and urged every-
one to feel proud of
National Language.

Prashant Kumar (Deputy
Regional Officer and prin-
cipal) speaking on the occa-
sion tried to spread the
message that Hindi

Language is the soul of our
cultural heritage and we
need to preserve dissemi-
nate it for the coming gen-
eration in its purest form.

He emphasised that we
should not hesitate in ap-
plying the language in pub-
lic domain as it is one of
the most spoken languages
in the world. He added that
Language plays an impor-
tant role in making people
connect with each other
and with our culture mak-
ing the nation strong.

The celebration conclud-
ed in a positive note where
children polished their vo-
cabulary and understood
the language besides devel-
oping cognitive skills.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1155::  For the first time
a grand Teej Milan Mahotsav
was organised by Bhilai
Municipal Corporation the
other day. Chief guest of the
program was Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav while Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal presided
over.  With the aim of promot-
ing and connecting
Chhattisgarhi culture and tradi-
tion, Teej Milan Mahotsav was
organized especially for women
near Sarv Samaj Manglik
Bhawan Baikunthdham pond.
Women who had come from
across the city took part in
games with Chhattisgariya
flavour and became winners. 

Along with games, women
also enjoyed cultural events.
Garima/Swarna Diwakar of
Anjor Lok Kala Manch captivat-
ed the people through
Chhattisgarhi dance and gave
her splendid performance.
Food and snacks etc were also
arranged for women. 

Rita Singh Gera, in-charge of

Culture, Tourism, Recreation
and Heritage Protection
Department, had prepared the
complete outline of the pro-
gram and made it a historic
event on encouragement from
and initiative taken by Mayor
Neeraj Pal. 

She said that it was because
of the initiative of the Mayor
that first time such a grand
event was organized for Teej
Milan Mahotsav. Such events

not only provide entertainment
to women but also
Chhattisgarhi tradition and cul-
ture gets promoted.

Teej Milan Festival was
graced by former MLA Durg
(rural) Pratima Chandrakar,
Antavasayi Corporation's Vice
President Neeta Lodhi, Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha, Bhilai
Corporation Speaker Girwar
Bunty Sahu, Tulsi Sahu, PBIV
Sewa Kendra Sector -07

Director Bramhakumari Asha
Behen, Zone President Mother
Teresa Nagar Jalandhar Singh,
Mayor Council members Meera
Banjare, Neha Sahu, Keshav
Choubey and Chandrashekhar
Gawai, Ward Councilor N
Shailja Raju, Swayam Siddha's
Director Sonali Chakraborty,
Shilpi Ghosh Sahu, Sarita Sahu,
Geeta Singh, Vibha Singh, Parul
Jaiswal, Kiran Singh,
Manimekhla Shukla, Niharika

Singh, Rasika Bahadur,
Rajshree Naidu, Nimisha
Singh, Srilekha Verulkar,
Monika Srivastava, Sujata Iyer,
Kavita Verma, Jyoti Paurang,
Gayatri Rathore, Abha
Sashikumar, Khushmanjali
Deshmukh, Deepshikha
Bhatnagar, Seema Singh,
Shashi Prabha Singh, Shivraj
Sinha, Nilini, Shabana Ansari,
Soumya Khare, Dr Nagmani,
Sangeeta Singh, Vedavati
Mandavi and Ujjwala Tamer
etc were present and were ho-
noured for doing excellent
work in their respective fields. 

The winners of various com-
petitions included: Sarita Gupta
in matki burst, Babita Bhagat
and Manju Chaudhary in shot
put, Paramjeet's team in tug of
war, Vimala Yadav in musical
chair and Poonam Sahu in co-
conut throw competition who
were also awarded. A four hour
long cultural program was pre-
sented by Anjor Lok Kala
Manch Garima/Swarna
Diwakar which continued 
till the end. 

BJYM alleges poor 
traffic management 
as cause of accidents 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: People are
troubled by the poor traffic
management system of
the city, alleged Saurabh
Jaiswal, District Vice
President of Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha on
Thursday. A delegation of
BJYM submitted a memo-
randum in this regard.

Saurabh said that acci-
dents are frequently occur-
ring between Nehru
Nagar Square to Kumhari.
Poor traffic management
system is the basic cause
behind mishaps. Traffic
signals are out of order at
most of the places. Service
lane remains jammed and
the roads are filled with
potholes.

They demanded to im-
mediately take steps for
improving the traffic sys-
tem; installation of traffic

signals at all the squares
and intersections; repair
works of roads; operation
of city buses for providing
effective public transport
and checking the over-
loaded trucks. Gopal Bist,
Nitesh Mishra, Shrishti
Sen, Akash Rajput,
Deepak Tripathi,
Ashutosh Tiwari, Rohit

Dubey, Rajesh Yadav,
Harishankar Yadav,
Sanjay Jal, Dinesh
Devangan, Shikhar
Chaudhary, Aman Rajput,
Ashu, Ashutosh
Chakradhari, Vicky Yadav,
Abhishek Parihar, Ayush
Kuldeep, Mayank, Pratik,
Kartik and Karthik were
present.

Delay in Raipur Naka RUB:
Protestors scuffle with police 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15:
Unpleasant situation oc-
curred at the under con-
struction Railway Under
Bridge (RUB) at Raipur
Naka on Thursday when
the group of demonstra-
tors clashed with the po-
lice personnel over the
issue of opening the
under-bridge.

When the demonstra-
tors tried to forcefully
open the under-bridge, the
cops resorted to mild
baton charge to disperse
the crowd. Some of the
cops and 4-5 demonstra-
tors have suffered minor
injuries. Police have ar-
rested a BJP Corporator
and some others under
prohibitory sections.

Aggrieved with the
delay in inauguration /
opening of the Raipur
Naka Under Bridge, the lo-

cals led by Ward 21
Corporator Arun Singh
and Hindu Yuva Manch
Convenor Govindraj
Naidu reached the under
bridge on Thursday for
opening it forcefully.

Arun Singh had earlier
submitted a letter to the
administration in which
he had given ultimatum to
open the under-bridge by
September 15.
Accordingly, they reached
near the Under Bridge on
Thursday and raised slo-

gans pressing the demand
of opening the under-
bridge immediately.

Considering the tense
situation, cops were de-
ployed at the entry point of
the under-bridge to pre-
vent the demonstrators
from entering. After stag-
ing protests, the demon-
strators tried to forcefully
enter the under-bridge.

The stand - off between
police and protestors fur-
ther escalated with scuffle
breaking out after the

demonstrators tried to re-
move the barricades.
Police resorted to mild
baton charge to disperse
the crowd. A large number
of demonstrators were
taken into custody.

Spearheading the
d e m o n s t r a t o r s ,
Corporator Arun Singh
stated that the under-
bridge is being construct-
ed for the last four years.
He asserted that the con-
struction works have been
completed about six

months ago but it is not
being opened for public.
The residents of Scindia
Nagar and adjoining areas
are eagerly waiting for the
inauguration as this
under-bridge would pro-
vide great relief to them.

Presently they have to
travel about two kilome-
tres extra for moving to-
wards Durg City. Arun
added that as the adminis-
tration did not respond to
their ultimatum, they had
to stage a demonstration.
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BMC organises grand Teej Milan Mahotsav DAV Hudco observes Hindi Diwas

New Rail welding machine inaugurated
at Rail and Structural Mill

Sri Sankara Vidyalaya
Sector 10 students crack
IIT- JEE (Advance) 2022

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1155:: Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya, one of the premier
educational institutes of Bhilai,
is proud of the 02 students who
have qualified in the IIT JEE
Advance Examination held in
August 2022. Yash Singh
Bhadauria has made the institu-
tion proud by his AIR 3719. One
more student K Venkat Sai
Chandra has also qualified JEE
Advance with AIR 18313. The
Management, Principal and
staff of Sri Sankara Vidyalaya
are extremely proud of these
students and congratulate them
on their meritorious perform-
ance and wish them all the very
best for their future endeavors. 

Yash Singh Bhadoria      K Venkat Sai Chandra
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Well-nourished women are the foundation of a strong India: Sharma

Raipur, Sep 15: National
President of National
Commission for Women,
New Delhi Mrs. Rekha
Sharma  said that well-
nourished women are the
foundation of a strong so-
ciety and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is making
all efforts in this direction
to make the women of
India well-nourished. We
have to make his dream
come true, said  Rekha
Sharma while addressing
a workshop here at Pt.

Ravi Shankar Shukla
University’s Institute of
Pharmacy located, M.L.
Sarraf Seminar Hall. The
workshop was organized
on the topic of ‘Suphosit
Mahila, Shasakta Samaj’
by the central government
from September 1 to 30, in
the series of National
Nutrition Month.

Rekha Sharma said that
today we are going to talk
about the level of nutri-
tious food and its proper
quantity, not starvation.

The importance of dietary
nutrients has now become
ingrained in our thinking,
this is a huge change. Only
a well nourished woman
will give birth to a healthy
baby. The program was
presided over by the Vice
Chancellor of Pt. Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Prof. Keshri
Lal Verma. Appreciating
the event, he talked about
conducting programs re-
lated to nutrition and
health of girls in future

also with the help of or-
ganizations like Women’s
Commission and ‘Poshan
Abhiyan Samiti’. Along
with this, the students of
the university and the
work being done through
NSS were apprised in this
direction.

Harshita Pandey, former
chairperson of
Chhattisgarh Women’s
Commission was the spe-
cial guest on this occasion,
while raising the slogan of
‘Sahi Poshan - Desh

Roshan’ said that there
should be  a strong contri-
bution from NGOs, women
self-help groups,
Anganwadi centers and
students to run the nutri-
tion program as a national
nutrition campaign. Se
said that now we have to
show that every woman of
the country should become
so empowered that she is
able to get justice not only
in her own family and soci-
ety but also at the national
level if any victim woman
is brought to justice.

Mitashree Mitra,
Professor in Swami
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth
and retired Professor from
the Department of SOS
and Anthropology, Pt. Ravi
Shankar University, gave
important information
about balanced diet to
maintain nutritional qual-
ity for better health
through power presenta-
tion and personal re-
search and survey. In the
end, subject expert senior
dietician Mrs. Kavita
Pujara, along with giving
information about em-
ployment opportunities in
the field of dietician,
highlighted the difference
between nutritionist and

dietician, importance of
diet chart and diet nutri-
ents. The meeting was
conducted by ML Sarraf,
Advisor of Pharmacy
Department of the
University, Dr. Nitesh
Kumar Mishra, Director
of the department and
Sharad Srivastava of
Chhattisgarh Nutrition
Campaign Committee. In
the second open session of
the workshop, the ques-
tions related to nutrition
and diet of the students
were resolved by the ex-
perts.

On this occasion Dr.
Namrata Sharma,
Amarjeet Chhabra, Ajay
Tiwari, Dr. Nitish Kumar
Mishra, Prof. Rajiv
Chaudhary, Dr.
Daharwal, Dr. Kamlesh
Shukla, Dr. Banshu,
Prof. Kavita Thakur, Dr.
Anuradha, Dr. Aniksha
Varoda, KB Rao,
Upasana, Dholeshwari,
Dr. Bharvi Vaishnav,
Rinki Aggarwal,
Anikasha and Mr. Rao,
professors, students and
members of
Chhattisgarh Poshan
Abhiyan Committee
were present in large
numbers.

New Audi Q3 road show
concludes in Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  Audi, the
German luxury car manufac-
turer, has successfully com-
pleted atwo-day roadshow
for the new Audi Q3 in
Raipuras part of its pan-India
roadshow. A German-spec
show car was showcased at
Audi Raipur on September
13th and 14th.  The roadshow
witnessed widespread partic-
ipation from the customers
and gave prospects and
brand enthusiasts an oppor-
tunity to see the new Audi Q3
ahead of deliveries.  Mr.
Balbir Singh Dhillon, Head of
Audi India, said, “Ahead of
deliveries, we wanted to give
customers a closer look at the
new Audi Q3. Raipur is an
important market for Audi

India and the response to the
roadshow has been extremely
positive.” The Audi Q3 has
been a segment-leading car
in India and has returned in a
new avatar. The original Audi
Q3 was a game changer of its
time and has a fan following
of its own. The new Audi Q3
will take the story forward
with cutting-edge design,
plush interior, a punchy
engine and all the comfort
and convenience that cus-
tomer’s desire.   

BJP to observe Service Fortnight from Sept 17
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would be organising
several programmes for public
service from September 17 to
October 2 under Service
Fortnight to mark the birthday
celebrations of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Senior BJP leader and chief of
Organising Committee Sanjay
Shrivastava said that the
Service Fortnight would begin
with Plantation drive on
September 17 whereas exhibi-
tion on the personality and
works of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi would be organ-
ise apart from holding blood
donation camp, free health

check up camp, cleanliness
drive in next few days. Public
events would also be held for
the creative and intellectual
development in the society and
added that booth level pro-
grammes would be organised n
September 25 on the occasion of

Pt Deendayal Upadhayaya
Jayanti.

BJP spokesperson Amit Sahu,
Sanju Narayan Thakur, BJYM
Vice President Amit Meshari,
BJYM Raipur President Govind
Gupta and others were present
on the occasion.

NIT Raipur organizes Engineer’s Day Quiz
Raipur, Sep 15: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Interact club or-
ganized “Engineer’s Day
Quiz”, as a part of the
Engineer’s Day celebra-
tions from 14th to 15th
September 2022.

The Prelims round was
conducted on 14th
September followed by the
Finale on 15th September
2022. The main motive of
the quiz was to celebrate
Engineer’s day with fun,
facts and memories of all-
time engineers and to pro-
mote vibrant and rich
quizzing culture among

students.
The event was organ-

ized under the guidance of
Dr. Ayush Khare, faculty
in charge, Interact and
was smoothly coordinated
by the members of the
club.

Dr. Ayush Khare, in his
speech encouraged stu-
dents to take part in
quizzes and talked about
the upcoming quiz events
held by the club.

Participants were re-
quired to answer 15 ques-
tions for the Prelims
round which was followed
by a fun and interactive

discussion of the answers.
The top 6 teams were se-
lected for the finale held
on 15th September 2022, in
which the first prize was
bagged by Vanshika Gupta
and Lakhan Sharma, the
first runner-up for the
event was Shivansh Patle
and the second runner-ups
were Duby Sao and
Shivam Malve. The win-
ners won vouchers worth
eight-thousand rupees and
all the finalists were given
exciting prizes. An audi-
ence round was also con-
ducted where the winners
got special prizes.

GAD seeks details over
demand for regularization
Raipur, Sep 15: Non-regu-
lar and Daily Wage employ-
ees are likely to be regular-
ized soon by the state gov-
ernment.

General Administration
Department (GAD) has di-
rected all the departments
to take decisions in support
to their various demands
with immediate effect. GAD
has also sought the appoint-
ment of employees as well
as present salary. It is un-
derstood that GAD has
sought information from
the various departments on

five-points. Above circular
has been issued to
Additional Chief Secretary,
Principal Secretary,
Secretary, Special and Joint
Secretaries of all the de-
partments in accordance to
the decision taken at the re-
cently held meeting with
the Principal Secretary
Forest and Home. With the
above circular, the Non-reg-
ular and Daily Wage em-
ployees are hopeful over
being given their due de-
mand for regular appoint-
ment.

IIT Bhilai to conduct Virtual
Open House today

Raipur, Sep 15: IIT
Bhilai plans to conduct a
Virtual Open House for
the benefit of JEE
Advanced rank holders
on September 16, 2022.
Key administrators of the
institute will brief
prospective students on
the IIT system and the ad-
mission process. Students
will also be introduced to
details about life at IIT
Bhilai, including the cam-
pus, curriculum, place-
ments and more. This will
be followed by a question
and answer session, de-
signed specifically to help
the students in making an
informed choice about
their career.

As a young and bur-
geoning academic institu-
tion, IIT Bhilai has made
strides in academics and
research since its estab-
lishment. With the

unique fractal system of
academics in place, the
educational infrastruc-
ture at IIT Bhilai is robust
and has attracted the best
young faculty members
in various fields. In the in-
terest of all-round stu-
dent development, the in-
stitute also supports sev-
eral extra-curricular stu-
dent-led clubs focused on
coding, oratory, music,
dance etc. IIT Bhilai also
launched its annual tech-
nical festival, TechMaitry,
and an Annual Techno
Cultural Festival, Meraz.
A student mentorship
program has been insti-
tuted in order to guide in-
coming students and
make the process of join-
ing the institute smooth
and stress-free. Further
details about the Virtual
Open House can be found
at the institute website.

Two sub-health centers evaluated
for NQAS certification 

Raipur, Sep 15: Health
and Wellness Center
(HWC) sub-health centers
of the state have also been
evaluated for National
Quality Assurance
Standards Certification
(NQAS Certification) by
the team of Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.
Chhattisgarh is the third
state in the country
where health and well-
ness centers and sub-
health centers have also
been evaluated for NQS
certification by the team
of the center.
Amaleshwar in Durg dis-
trict and Nisda Health
and Wellness Center Sub
Health Center in Raipur
have been inspected for
this. So far, 55 govern-
ment health institutions
of the state have been
granted National Quality

Assurance Standard
Certificate by the Union
Health Ministry.

National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certification of HWC Sub
Health Centers is done on
the basis of 12 parame-
ters. For this, the quality
of parameters like serv-
ice delivery, patient satis-
faction, clinical services,
inputs, infection control,
support services, quality
management, output are
evaluated by the organi-
zation. Quality certificate
is issued by the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare only to
the hospitals that qualify
the assessment. A total of
55 hospitals in the state
have received the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate. These include
ten district hospitals,

seven community health
centres, 26 primary
health centers and 12
urban primary health
centres.

The objective of the
National Quality
Assurance Standards cer-
tification is to strengthen
the facilities of the hospi-
tals to provide quality
healthcare facilities to the
general public. Its certifi-
cation has now been start-
ed at HWC sub health cen-
ter level in the state. In
the meeting of National
Quality Assurance
Certificate held recently,
17 HWCs of the state were
declared. State level certi-
fication of sub health cen-
ters was done which is
highest in the whole
country. The Union
Health Ministry has also
appreciated Chhattisgarh
for this.

Cong responsible for delay of inclusion of
caste communities into Tribal list: BJP

Raipur, Sep 15: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders
from tribal community in-
cluding former Rajya Sabha
member Nand Kumar Sai
and BJP General Secretary
Kedar Kashyap on
Thursday held the Congress
responsible over the delay
of inclusion of 12 caste com-
munities from
Chhattisgarh into
Scheduled Tribe list on
grounds of verbal error.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office situ-
ated at Ekatma Parishar,
the senior tribal leaders

said that while Narendra
Modi led government at
Centre has taken the above
decision in the interest of
tribals whereas the
Congress regime in
Chhattisgarh is trying to
take claim of the inclusion
of caste communities into
ST list. Kashyap claimed
that BJP’s initiative has
paved way for the inclusion
of the caste communities
into ST list as it had per-
suaded the Modi govern-
ment at the Centre to take
decision in the interest of
tribals. He further said that

Congress had not taken any
concrete steps during near-
ly 55 years of rule at Centre
in the 75 years of
Independence of India. He
further stated that the
Congress should apolozise
over the delay instead of
staking claim of being trib-
al-friendly.

Sai said that the Congress
had always been consider-
ing the tribals as vote bank
and had been exploiting it
over the years. He further
added that tribals would
teach lesson to the Congress
in the 2023 Legislative
Assembly polls in
Chhattisgarh as well as in
2024 Parliamentary elec-
tions. Kashyap and Sai also
came down heavily on
Congress government over
diluting several clauses in
PESA law which has denied
genuine rights to the
Panchayats.

State govt schemes are being effectively
implemented in the districts: CM

Raipur, Sep 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said during the Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan that
started on May 4 this year,
various schemes of the
state government have re-
ceived excellent response
from the public especially
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Half Bijli Bill
Yojana, Haat-Bazaar Clinic
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana, and Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium School
Scheme. He was address-
ing a press conference or-
ganized in Dharamjaigarh

today as part of his state-
wide ‘Bhent Mulaqat
Abhiyan’.

He said adding that it is a
matter of extreme happi-
ness for me to know that all
the schemes of state gov-
ernment are being imple-
mented effectively in the
districts.

Briefing about his main
idea behind ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’, Baghel
said “The core objective of
this initiative is to know

the ground reality of im-
plementation of govern-
ment schemes besides
seeking direct feedback
from the public about the
functioning of the govern-
ment and hear their griev-
ances”, the Chief Minister
said.

He added that after a
long pause due to rains, the
public interaction drive
has been resumed again
from September 1 in
Raigarh district covering
villages Nawapara, Loing,
and Raigarh under the
Raigarh assembly con-
stituency. This time, he was
on a three-day tour to
Raigarh district to visit
Lailunga, Kharsia, and
Dharamjaigarh assembly
constituencies from
September 12 to 14. Mr.
Baghel said that yesterday

he had visited village
Chhal of Dharamjaigarh
block and Gharghoda of
Gharghoda block, where
he met people and took di-
rect feedback on the gov-
ernment schemes. So far,
programmes have been
held in 31 assembly con-
stituencies of 15 districts of
the state.

School Education
Minister and Minister In-
charge of District Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Dharamjaigarh MLA
Laljeet Singh Rathia,
Secretary (Public Relations
and Public Works
Department) Siddharth
Komal Pardeshi, District
Collector Ranu Sahu,
Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Meena along
with journalists were pres-
ent in the press conference.

IDOLS IN THE MAKING

Artists are adding final touch to idols of Goddess Durga for the nine-day ‘navratri’ festival in the coming days.

‘It is a matter of
extreme happiness
for me’, says CM on
public feedback
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Basic education campaign launched in Bastar district

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  Considering
the ‘Nipun Bharat Mission’ of
the Ministry of Education,
Government of India as ideal,
the basic education campaign
was launched under the joint
aegis of Piramal Foundation and
District Administration Bastar.
Under the Nipun Bharat
Mission, Piramal Foundation is
contributing in the efforts made
in the field of education for the
development of reading and
mathematical skills of children
up to class III. 

In this program, District
Collector Chandan Kumar, CEO
of District Panchayat Rohit
Vyas, DEO Bharti Pradhan, Rajiv
Gandhi Education Mission
Coordinator Akhilesh Mishra,
Development BEO of all devel-
opment blocks, Development
BRC, Diet Head reader Sushma
Jha, District Educational coordi-
nators of all the clusters and
the team of Piramal Foundation
were present. Program leader
of Piramal Yogesh Kumar,
Fellow Jaya Panchal and Pragya
Kurdukar, Akshay Kadam,
Akshat Rajput gave information

about the basic education cam-
paign. Information was also
given regarding how the work
would be done in the selected
266 demo schools of the district
so that the students could learn
faster.

Bastar Collector Chandan
Kumar, who was present on the
occasion, emphasized on pro-
moting innovation in education.
He told the people present in
the Town Hall that education
has been affected during Covid,
but now is the time to speed up
education by recognizing the
shortcomings in education.
Talking on developmental psy-
chology, he said, every child
has a goal set, the child’s
assessment reveals what the
child’s goal is. Ask questions,
talk to the children, he said. The
more the teacher talks to the
children, the more children will
learn.  Regarding the infrastruc-

ture of the schools, he said that
only good teachers, children
eager to learn and education
are necessary. Teachers will
have to be inspired and teach
the children, only then we will
be able to do better in the field
of education. The collector also
talked about maximum use of
books, education in sports and
small practical education. 

CEO District Panchayat
Rohit Vyas said that it is the
responsibility of all of us to
repair the damage caused to
the children during Covid. And
we have to fulfill this responsi-
bility with Piramal Foundation.
He also said that the district
administration would try its
best to remove the deficiencies
in the infrastructure. We are
fully committed to education.
We have to fulfill the set goals
of education in the coming
years.

National Judo Lee and Ranking Judo competition west zone organized 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Sep 15:
Under the joint aegis of
Judo Federation of India
and Sports Authority of
India, Gujarat Judo
Federation is organizing
the first Khelo India
National Judo League
and Ranking Judo
Competition West Zone in
Mehsana from September
11 to September 15, at
Sardar Patel Sports
Complex, Mehsana
Gujarat.

In the above competi-
tion, 40 member team of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Judo Federation is partic-
ipating in sub junior,
cadet, junior and senior
categories.

In the sub-junior judo

competition organized
today, Ranjeeta of
Kondagaon district of
Chhattisgarh state has
got silver medal and
Hemvati Nag has got
bronze medal. Ranjeeta
has won silver medal in

sub junior category
among 32 participants in
weight group of 48 kg and
Hemvati has won bronze
medal among 25 partici-
pants in 32 kg weight cate-
gory. Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Judo Association

President and
International Referee and
Kiran Sharma
International Referee are
also participating in the
said competition.

Competitions of other
groups are yet to be held
in this competition, the
officials of the state
union believe that
Chhattisgarh will get
more medals yet. In this
West Zone competition,
the winning contestants
will get a chance to partic-
ipate in the National
Women Ranking and
League Tournament com-
petition which will be
held in Delhi and cash
prizes will also be given to
the first place players in
that competition.
Congratulations have
been given to the winning
players on behalf of
Bastar District Judo
Association.

Four accused arrested with beef
from the forest of Ulnar

Jagdalpur, Sep 15: In the
forest of Ulnar village
under Parpa police station
area of ??the district, the po-
lice had received informa-
tion about villagers cutting
a cow and selling its meat.
On information, the police
team laid siege and arrested
4 accused Mithuram
Kashyap, Naniram Keshar,
Pilaraj Kunjam and
Kubharka including beef
from the forest of Ulnar.

According to information
received from Parpa police,
on Tuesday morning, a cow
was slaughtered in Ulnar

forest by Mithuram
Kashyap of 50 years,
Naniram Keshar 49 years,
Pileraj Kunjam 50 years and
Kubharka 47 years, resident
of Sadgud Khutagudapara.
They were selling the cow
after cutting and keeping its
meat in a sack.

As soon as the informa-
tion was received, a team

was formed by the police
and sent to the crime scene.
The police team surrounded
the four accused and arrest-
ed them. The same police
registered a case against the
accused under Section 05
and 10, 429 IPC of
Chhattisgarh Farmer
Animal Preservation and
under Section 11 of the
Animal Cruelty Act, the ac-
cused were sent to the court.
ASI Avinash Jha, Head
Constable Sudhir Mishra,
Head Constable Vinod, con-
stable Keshav Chandra etc.
were involved in this action.

CM fulfills Dharamjaigarh girl’s wish

Raipur, Sep 15: In yet an-
other kind gesture, Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel gave financial aid
of Rs 2 lakh to Muskan for
her research studies after
she made a request while
interacting with him dur-
ing his Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan. Little did she
know that one day Chief
Minister would reach near
her house and her long-
due wish would be granted
in just minutes of an inter-
action.

Hailing from an econom-
ically weaker family
Muskan said “After com-
pleting my BSc
Mathematics, I wanted to
get into the research field
and go out of state for my
higher studies. However, I
always hesitated to speak
about the same to my fami-
ly because of our weak fi-
nancial condition. I took

tuitions as well to support
my family.”

While interacting with
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel at his
Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme held at
Dharamjaigarh Muskan
expressed her wish to go to
Banglore for her further
studies besides sharing the
financial struggles of the

family. She said that she
needs to take coaching for
the same but is unable to
do so because of financial
constraints.

After hearing her re-
quest, Baghel immediately
asked her how much aid do
you need. “Can’t tell exact
amount or even estimate”,
the girl said. Chief
Minister made a quip and
said “If you are talking to a
Chief Minister without an
estimate then how will I be
able to give you the
amount.” The girl got
silent for a minute with a
sad face, but was all smiles
when he announced to give
a financial aid of Rs 2 lakh
from his discretionary
fund. She expressed her
gratitude to Chief
Minister for his help. The
locals present there were
seen clapping and thank-
ing Chief Minister after he
made this announcement.

DPS Raipur pays tributes to student Aakash
Raipur, Sep 15: The fra-
ternity of DPS, Raipur was
filled with melancholy and
remorse at the accidental
demise of their precious
student, Aakash Mote who
was studying in class 10,
session 2022-23.

Full of curiosity and in-
tellect, Aakash was adored
equally by his friends and
teachers. As fate would
have it, he, along with his
friend met with a terrible
accident on the road on
12th September which
made his friends, parents
and the Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee
frantic. All tried their level
best but could not save

dear Aakash. “Aakash bat-
tled with his life for almost
four hours but unfortu-
nately succumbed to his
injuries ultimately,” said

his friends. His mother,
Mrs. Vimala Mote, the
Admin Head of the school
could not stop wailing at
this sudden turn of events
in her life.

A Mourning Assembly
was observed in the school
where his friends, Saanvi,
Aaniya, Rishit and Aadya
reminisced the moments
spent with their friend,
Aakash in their speech but
couldn’t help bidding him
a teary adieu saying he
was a gem of a young man-
very helpful, jovial and in-
telligent. Mr. Mukherjee
too broke down helplessly
and couldn’t refrain from
saying that his children

are so close to his heart
that he cannot see any one
falling a victim to even cir-
cumstances. “May God
give my children enough
wisdom and care to dis-
cern every factor so dili-
gently that they are able to
progress in life safely and
securely!”

Condolence messages
and prayers to God were of-
fered for the bereaved fam-
ily by Pro-Vice Chairman,
Baldeo Singh Bhatia and
Senior members of the
management committee.
“It is such an irreparable
loss that it overshadows all
achievements of the
school,” said Vijay Shah.

CM inaugurates and laid stone for various
devp works worth Rs 569 cr

Raipur, Sep 15: During
the second phase of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone
for 24 different develop-
ment works worth Rs
569.78 crore in
Dharamjaigarh assembly
constituency of Raigarh
district today. This in-
cludes the inauguration of
15 works built at a cost of
Rs 64.36 crore and the
foundation stone laying
ceremony of 9 works to be
constructed at a cost of Rs
505.42 crore.

The works inaugurated
by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel during
the programme include
upgradation of
Gharghoda-Bypass road
by Public Works
Department at a cost of Rs
24.74 crore, construction of

a new high school building
in village Bhalumar of
Gharghoda at a cost of Rs
74 lakh and government
high school building at vil-
lage Saskoba under
Dharamjaigarh block at a
cost of Rs 75 lakh, 500
seater tribal hostel build-
ing at Dharamjaigarh by
Tribal Development
Department at a cost of Rs
14.57 crore, 50 seater each
post matric hostel build-
ing at Gharghoda and
Maharajganj at a cost of
Rs 3.84 crore, construction

of Saria Nala bridge from
Dharamjaigarh to Korba,
Urga, Hati and
Dharamjaigarh road at a
cost of Rs 8.02 crore and
construction of bridge
over Mand river on
Bangarsuta road of
Kudekela at a cost of Rs
9.99 crore by Public
Works Department
(Bridge), Human relief
center cum granary in
village Pandrimouha and
Ududa under
Dharamjaigarh by Forest
and Climate Change

Department at a cost of
Rs 25 lakh, WBM
Vanmarg at three places
at a cost of Rs 80 lakh by
Forest Department,
Vantage and Causeway
construction part-1 and 2
at Mediya Khunta Nala
by Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
at a cost of Rs 40 lakh and
‘Pauni Pasari Bazar’ at a
cost of Rs 27 lakh by
Gharghoda Nagar
Panchayat.

Similarly, the Chief
Minister laid the founda-
tion stone for construc-
tion of 1 D-type govern-
ment housing for judicial
officers in Gharghoda
Civil Court by the
Department of Justice at
a cost of Rs 76 lakh, 50
seater Post Matric Tribal
Girls Hostel in village
Bichhinara of Gharghoda
by Tribal Development
Department at a cost of
Rs 1.53 crore, construction
of bridge on Panikhet to

Edukla road in Raigarh at
a cost of Rs 5.50 crore and
construction of bridge
over Sangul river between
village Samaniya and
Pathalgaon Khurd at a
cost of Rs 7.98 crore by
Public Works Department
(Bridge), 92 works under
retrofitting scheme, 110
works under single vil-
lage and 71 under solar
scheme in Dharamjaigarh
and Gharghoda at a cost
of Rs 329.74 crore by
Public Health
E n g i n e e r i n g
Department, construc-
tion of CC road and drain
by Gharghoda Nagar
Panchayat at a cost of Rs
2.97 crore and beautifica-
tion of Chhotemuda
pond under ward num-
ber-10 in Gharghoda at a
cost of Rs 94 lakh, and
construction of 220/132
KV substation at Hati,
Dharamjaigarh at a cost
of Rs 156 crore by the
Electricity Department.

IIT Bhilai observes
‘Swachhata Pakhwada’

Raipur, Sep 15:
’Swachhata Pakhwada’, a
fortnight-long event to en-
courage environmental
consciousness and cleanli-
ness, was organized at IIT
Bhilai from September 1 to
15, 2022, as a part of
“Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan”. The
‘Swachhata’ Pledge was
taken by students, faculty
and staff members on the
first day of the fortnight.

With a motive to make
the campus free of plastic
waste, the institute organ-
ized a plogging session
where students picked up
plastic waste while jog-
ging. They also collected
plastic waste around the
vicinity of the campus.
Students took part in vari-
ous competitions under
the theme of “Best Out of
Waste”. This included

crafting paper bags, a pot
painting competition and
a tree plantation drive.
The fortnight saw a wide
participation from the
campus community, re-
flecting a common dedica-
tion towards “Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan”.

The “Swachhata
Pakhwada” came to a
close with a valedictory
function and prize distri-
bution ceremony. Prof
Rajat Moona, Director, IIT
Bhilai, congratulated the
campus community and
talked about the impor-
tance of maintaining a
clean and healthy environ-
ment. He emphasized
upon making certain
lifestyle changes to keep
our country clean and
move towards a safer,
cleaner and better envi-
ronment. The winners of
the various events were
announced and felicitated
on the occasion. The vote
of thanks was delivered by
Dr Pawan Kumar Mishra,
faculty in-charge of the
National Service Scheme
wing at IIT Bhilai.

Transparent admn and thorough implementation
of schemes are priorities of the Govt: CM

Raipur, Sep 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today organized a meeting
of officers and instructed
them that the service of
common citizens is the
principal aim of their
Government. The timely
resolution of the problems
of common people and
their satisfaction along
with a transparent admin-
istration should be every-
one’s priority. If he re-
ceives any complaint about
the administration, he will
be bound to take action.
Therefore, he asked the of-
ficers to refrain from doing
any work that could lead to
a complaint.

During the statewide
Bhent Mulaqat program in

the Dharamjaigarh
Vidhansabha in the
Raigarh district, the Chief
Minister conducted a meet-
ing of the local officers and
said that he has been giv-
ing instructions to the SP
and the Collector concern-
ing the resolution of the
problems of the common
public. The service, honor,
convenience, safety, and
prosperity of the common
people should be every-
one’s priority. The Chief
Minister said that this re-
gion is mostly inhabited by
people belonging to eco-
nomically weaker, tribal,
and backward classes.

These people come to the
officers with a lot of hope
for benefitting from the
Government’s schemes
and resolving their issues.
Everyone should thus
make sure that they don’t
have to frequent the
Government offices. The
Chief Minister also per-
formed the inauguration of
developmental works and
Bhoomipujan in
Dharamjaigarh.

Work towards increas-
ing the income of the
people

Chief Minister Baghel
said that there should be an
improvement in education

and health facilities in your
region. No woman should
be anemic and no child
should suffer from mal-
nourishment. They should
be able to access the
schemes of the
Government. Gauthans
should be strengthened so
that they become a medium
of economic development.
Work should be done in this
direction. The officers
should work towards
spreading awareness so
that the income and pros-
perity of everyone includ-
ing the members of self-
help groups can increase.

Spread awareness to
prevent the combat be-
tween humans and ele-
phants

The Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel gained information
about the campaigns being
run in the Dharamjaigarh
region for the eradication
of Anemia and malnutri-
tion. He gave the instruc-
tions to provide a timely

nutritional diet along with
hot food. He also gave in-
structions to improve the
level of education, distrib-
ute Forest Rights certifi-
cates, provide timely treat-
ment to people in remote
areas under the Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana, im-
prove roads, and provide
clean drinking water to
people. He informed people
about the dangers of wan-
dering elephants in the re-
gion. To prevent combats
between humans and ele-
phants, the Chief Minister
gave instructions to make
provisions for drinking
water for wild animals and
fruit-bearing trees for ele-
phants under the Narwa
program and spread aware-
ness among the public. He
also gave instructions to in-
form the villagers about
the PESA law and to con-
struct a stop dam in re-
gions with water sources to
enable irrigation facilities
in tribal areas.

CM conducts 
meeting of officers
in Dharamjaigarh
and reviewed govt’s
schemes 

Adivasi Congress celebrates
PCC Chief B’day

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  As PCC Chief
Mohan Markam completed 50
years, Adivasi Congress led by
its district president Bhavani
Markam cut cake at Ganga
Leper Colony, Pandri along with
distribution of clothes and food
items to small children. All of
them prayed for Markam’s long
life. The prominent among those
present were Altaf Khan, Anil
Nayak, Neelam Bagh, Nikhil
Dewangan, Nitin Nishad and
others.  

Session on ‘Mental
Well-Being and

Legal Fraternity’ at
HNLU on 17th

Raipur, Sep 15: The
HNLU Career
Development Conclave
2022 is set to organise its
thirteenth session on the
theme “Mental Well-
Being and Legal
Fraternity” on 17th
September, 2022. The
event will be hosted by
Garima Panwar,
Assistant Professor,
HNLU, Raipur. In this
session, the welcome re-
marks will be given by
Dr. Balwinder Kaur,
Assistant Professor,
HNLU, Raipur.

The welcome remarks
shall be followed by the
address by Radhika
Bishwajit Dubey,
Independent Counsel,
Arbitrator & Ex-Partner,
Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas.

The event will con-
clude with a vote of
thanks by Mrs. Rajput
Shraddha Bhausingh,
Assistant Professor,
HNLU, Raipur.

 In Dharamjaigarh

Extends financial aid
of Rs 2 lakh for her
research studies

Little did Muskan
knew that her long-
due wish would be
granted in just min-
utes

In Mehsana from
Sept 11-15

Innovative education
will be promoted



Korba, Sep 15: 

Under the Covid
Vaccination Maha-ab-
hiyan, from Sept 12- 15,
167 teams in all 67 wards
of the corporation went
door-to-door and apply
the corona vaccine as
per eligibility to the re-
maining people from the
first, second and booster
doses of corona vaccine.

Mayor Rajkishore
Prasad, Collector
Sanjeev Kumar Jha and
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Prabhakar Pandey have
appealed to the citizens
that the eligible people
who have not yet re-
ceived the first, second
and booster doses, they
should compulsorily get
the said dose.

Under the guidance of
Collector Sanjeev
Kumar Jha, from Sept
12-15, the campaign of
vaccination will be con-
ducted again in the
Municipal Corporation
Korba area.

For this, as per the
guidelines of Collector
by 167 teams for the
wards, the officers of
Municipal Corporation
Korba, Health
Department, Education
Department, Women
and Child Development
Department have been
assigned the duties of
these teams, as well as
the appointment of sec-
tor officers and ward
wise nodal officers for
the smooth operation of
the campaign has been

done.
Meetings were held in

all 08 zones - Kosabadi,
Pt. Ravishankar Shukla,
TP Nagar, Korba, Balco,
Darri, Sarvamangala
and Bankimongra of
Municipal Corporation
Korba today in the con-
text of the Covid
Vaccination campaign to
be run in which
Corporation’s MIC mem-
bers, councilors, alder-
men, public representa-
tives, office bearers and
members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club reiterated
their resolve to give
their full cooperation in
the campaign and
achieve the vaccination
target.

SSaammbbaallppuurr,,  SSeepp  1155:: Indian
Railways has taken steps to bring
Commercial Earning and Non-
Fare Revenue contracts under
the ambit of electronic auction
through Indian Railway e-
Procurement System (IREPS), in
line with prevailing e-auction of
scrap sale. The Ministry of
Railways has recently launched
e-auction for Commercial earn-
ing and Non-Fare Revenue (NFR)
contracts online. This will not
only increase Railways earning
but also bolster efforts being
taken by the Government for
ease of doing business. With this
e-Auction system, the tedious
process of tendering would get
simplified. 

The earning assets up for auc-
tion will be parcel vans, pay-and-
use toilets, advertisement rights
on station circulating areas and
coaches, air-conditioned waiting
rooms, cloak rooms, parking lots,
plastic bottle crushers, ATMs,
station co-branding, video
screens for content on demand
etc.

In the e-auction process, a bid-
der from anywhere in the country
needs to self-register once for
participating in the auctions of
any field unit of the Indian
Railways through the portal.
There is no financial turnover
requirement for annual contracts
of up to Rs 40 lakh. A successful
bidder would be able to receive
acceptance online and through
email in a very short span of time
and thus boosting the paperless
process.

Due to this e-auction process,

tenders will be finalized instant-
ly, with better monitoring of con-
tracts. The contracts agreements
will be signed digitally, to boost
Digital India initiatives. 

The Sambalpur Division has
already started working through
an e-auction system. Many
Commercial and Non-fare
Revenue contracts have been
uploaded in the portal. The
Division appeals to all concerned
to take advantage of the e-auc-

tion system.   Interested parties
may visit IREPS website
www.ireps.gov.in,  for further
information and for Sambalpur
Division’s dates of e-auctions. For
any query regarding participa-
tion in the e-Auctions may con-
tact in the office of the
Sr.Divisional Commercial
Manager , Sambalpur. 
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Konta, Sep 15: Recently
in some states of India,
signs of nodular skin dis-
ease (Lumpishkin’s dis-
ease) have been seen in an-
imals. This disease is
caused due to infection of
nodular skin disease virus
in cattle and buffalo cattle.
Along with regular border
checking, necessary meas-
ures are being taken by the
Livestock Development
Department to prevent and
prevent lumpy skin dis-
ease in the district. Dr. S.
Zahiruddin, Deputy
Director Veterinary

Services District Sukma
informed that for the pre-
vention and control of
lumpy skin disease,
District Control Room has
been established as per the
instructions of Director
Veterinary Services
Raipur and Collector
District Sukma. In order to
control the movement of
animals from other states
in the border villages of
the district, regular border
checking work is being
done by setting up check-
posts in the border villages
and animal middlemen are

being monitored by ban-
ning the holding of cattle
fairs in these villages.

Symptoms of
Lumpskin’s disease

The disease manifests as
lumps of two to five cen-
timeters in diameter all
over the body of the infect-
ed animal, especially
around the head, neck,
limbs, fundus (mammary
gland of female cattle) and
genitals. This knot later
gradually takes the form of
a bigger and deeper
wound. Other symptoms
include general malaise,

watery eyes and nose,
fever and sudden decrease
in milk production. The in-
fection is spread through
animal saliva and contami-
nated water and food along
with mosquitoes, flies and
lice.

Prevention and
Control

Adopt strict bio-safety
on farm and premises.
New animals should be
kept isolated and exam-
ined for knots and sores on
the skin. Avoid movement
of animals from the affect-
ed area. Affected animals
should be kept separate
from the herd with forage
water and treatment.
Symptomatic animals
should not be allowed into
the grazing area. Control
mosquito and flies bites by
using appropriate insecti-
cides. Similarly use vec-
tor distraction regularly
which will reduce the risk
of vector transmission.
Limit vector breeding sites
near farms that require
better manure manage-
ment.

Vaccination of animals under process
To prevent Lumpskin disease

Rajnandgaon, Sep 15:
Due to lot of maintenance
works the movement of
trains is getting badly af-
fected. Due to cancellation
of local and Express
Trains, the passengers are
facing more problems and
for day-to-day travellers,
they are left with no option
but resort to travel by road.
It is notable here that due to
ongoing maintenance
work, around a dozen
trains are still affected and
this is expected to continue
till Sept 16.

As per information from
railway sources, after the
Nagpur Railway division,
the modernization work of
Raipur Railway division is
being carried out. Amidst
non-interlocking work,

about a dozen trains have
been cancelled. Set aside
this with cancellation of
many Express trains on
Gondia- Jharsuguda sec-
tion, the passengers are fac-
ing lots of problems. It is
learnt that these trains are
expected to be cancelled till
Sept 17. So far 10 trains
have been cancelled, where-
as four others have been
short-terminated in the
middle itself and route of 7
others has been changed.

Work going on in
Raipur Railway division:

As per information in
this regard from Railway

sources, the doubling of
tracks bewteen Lakhouli
Raipur RB Block Hatrail
section is going on. Along
with this the moderniza-
tion of Mandir Hasoud rail-
way station is also going on
and due to which move-
ment of the trains has been
affected. Amidst mainte-
nance work, Gandhidham-
Puri Express to
Visakhapatnam- Korba
Express; Raipur- Junagarh
Special; Durg-
Visakhapatnam Express;
Titalagarh- Raipur Special
has been short-terming in-
between. Whereas

Tirupati- Bilaspur Express;
Ahmedabad- Puri Express;
Jharsuguda is running be-
tween Bilaspur only. Other
passengers trains too have
been affected and due to
which passengers are fac-
ing lots of problems.

Rajnandgaon station
wears deserted looks:

With movement of trains
getting affected badly, its ef-
fect can be seen at the rail-
way station, as only hand-
ful of passengers are seen
here on daily basis. Even
the passengers are not in-
terested in watching the no-
tice board at the station.

Movement of trains affected 
due to maintenance works

In Raipur Railway division

 Passengers 
resorting to road
transport or 
personal vehicles

What officer says

The Station Master of
Rajnandgaon Railway
Station RK Burman said
that soon normalcy in
the movement of trains
will be restored and it is
expected by Sept 17.

e-auction system in Sambalpur division for
commercial and non-fare revenue contracts

167 teams begin 
door-to-door vaccination 

In 67 wards of KMC

Konta/Sukma, Sep 15:  

For the first time in
Sukma district, a grand
camp is being organized
by Jain society for the dis-
abled. A free Divyang
camp will be organized till
September 17 at Oswal
Bhawan, District
Headquarters Sukma
Nagar. All the disabled
people from all over the
Sukma district can take
readymade limbs and
wheel chair after free
testThis program is being
organized under the aegis
of J. M. Charitable Trust
Jagdalpur, in which spe-

cial cooperation is of
Rural Adivasi Samaj
Vikas Sansthan Saunsar

(Madhya Pradesh) and
Sakal Jain Samaj Sukma
(Chhattisgarh).

Free Divyang camp underway 
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TRIAL RUN

Joka-Taratala Metro first trial run in Kolkata, Thursday. 

CELEBRATION TIME

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) workers celebrate the government decision to implement 1932 Kahtiyan, at Albert
Ekka Chowk in Ranchi, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Convicted
 New Delhi: A court

here has convicted a
man for the offence of
murder, saying the
prosecution had firm-
ly established the
chain of circum-
stances pointing to-
wards the guilt of the
accused. Kuldeep
Yadav was charged
with the offence of
murdering the victim
Sonwati by stabbing
her multiple times and
then slitting her
throat in the Sangam
Vihar area of south
Delhi on the interven-
ing night of October
24-25, 2014.

Suicide
 Bahraich: A 48-year-

old assistant engineer
at Akashwani alleged-
ly hanged himself out
of depression, police
said on Thursday.
Gyan Prakash
Sharma was posted as
an assistant support
engineer at
Akashwani’s FM
radio station, located
in the Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) head-
quarters premises in
Agaiya village.

Jail term
 Thane: The Thane

district court has sen-
tenced a 44-year-old
coaching class teacher
to 20 years’ rigorous
imprisonment for rap-
ing a teenage student.
Additional Sessions
Judge Maheshwari B
Patwari convicted
Sanjay Bhagchandani,
resident of
Koparkhairne in Navi
Mumbai, under the
Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences Act.

Detained 
 Jammu: Two alleged

drug peddlers, includ-
ing a woman, were de-
tained under the
Public Safety Act on
Thursday during raids
in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Reasi dis-
trict, police said. The
PSA is an administra-
tive law that allows de-
tention without charge
or trial for up to two
years in some cases.

Booked 
 Thane: Four persons

were booked in Thane
in Maharashtra after a
15-year-old girl com-
plained that she was
forcibly married off to
man who sexually ex-
ploited and tortured
her, an official said on
Thursday. As per the
girl, she was married
off in a mosque in
Aurangabad district
on May 15 this year
and her “husband” es-
tablished sexual rela-
tions with her after
the couple shifted to
Muzaffarpur, the
Chitalsar police sta-
tion official said.

Death
 Mangaluru: A 14-

year-old boy, injured
after being hit by an
unidentified truck at
Uchila in Udupi dis-
trict, succumbed on
Thursday, police said.
The deceased was
Samarth while his fa-
ther Prabhakar 
Kotha, also involved in
the accident, had died
on the spot.

BJP National President JP
Nadda being welcomed

upon his arrival in Dimapur,
Nagaland. 

Kolkata, Sep 15 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee Thursday
claimed that the state will
be number one in creation
of jobs in the next four to
five years which is the aim
of the government now.

Banerjee, who was
speaking at an event in
Kharagpur, said that the
government’s job is to
“match make” job seekers
and industry with employ-
ment generation as its tar-
get. “Employment genera-
tion is my target at the mo-
ment. My aim is to make
Bengal number one in job
creation in the next four to
five years,” she said.

Distributing certificates
and offer letters to those
who have successfully
completed the `Utkarsh
Bangla’ skill development
programme, Banerjee said
the state has been ad-
judged number one in skill

development. “The num-
ber of polytechnics and
ITIs have proliferated in
Bengal and the govern-
ment has created a plat-
form for the match mak-
ing,” she said. Banerjee
said that while there has
been a 45 per cent decrease
in employment in the

country, the figure for
West Bengal has risen by
40 per cent. More job op-
portunities will be created
as 89,000 teachers will be
appointed soon. Referring
to projects coming up in
the state, she said Tata
Metaliks will invest Rs 600
crore in a new project at

Kharagpur industrial
park, which will create 500
to 1000 jobs. The state gov-
ernment is developing
mining in Deocha
Pachami coal block in
Birbhum district where
nearly one lakh jobs will
be created. “Work on the
Deocha Pachami coal
block has already started.
But BJP and the CPI(M)
are creating disturbances
there everyday. Shale gas
production will commence
in Asansol, while the
Dankuni-Amritsar freight
corridor will see the com-
ing up of many indus-
tries,” she said. Around Rs
72,000 crore will be invest-
ed in the Jungal Mahal
Sundari project, she
added. The project by the
state government will in-
volve an investment of Rs
32000 crore in Purulia to
generate large scale em-
ployment in the backward
district, Banerjee had an-
nounced earlier.

‘Bengal will be no 1 in 
creation of jobs in 4-5 years’

WB CM Mamata Banerjee during a job card distribution
event at Kharagpur Industrial Park, in West Medinipur
district. 

Patna, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Election strategist-
turned-activist Prashant
Kishor on Thursday
claimed to have told Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar that the state’s
much-touted liquor prohi-
bition drive has been a
“complete failure”, and in
need of a “review”.

Kishor, who is in
Champaran for prepara-
tions of his 3,500-km pada-
yatra’ covering the entire
state, also said he met
Kumar out of “courtesy”.

“I am amused to read re-
ports that I met the CM, se-
cretly, in the thick of
night. Our meeting took
place on Tuesday, around
4.30 pm. Our common
friend Pavan Varma had
arranged the meeting, he
said, a day after Kumar ac-
knowledged having met
the IPAC founder.

Kishor, who was an ad-
visor to the chief minister
when the latter imposed
prohibition in April 2016,
said it is his view, shared

by many experts that
agencies responsible for
investigation and prosecu-
tion are now busy enforc-
ing the liquor ban, which
has taken a toll on law and
order. “Prohibition has
been a complete failure,
existing only on paper be-
cause of rampant corrup-
tion. Women, in whose
name the drastic measure
was taken, are the worst
sufferers as they have to
do the leg work when their
menfolk end up behind
bars for flouting the law,
said the former JD(U)
vice-president. “I told this
to the CM as well, while
sharing my experiences of

the last few months that I
have spent touring Bihar. I
said the measure must be
reviewed ( punarvichaar’)
without being treated as a
matter of aham’ (ego),
Kishor said. Asked about
the freak shooting by two
motorcycle-borne miscre-
ants at Begusarai, which
left one dead and many in-
jured, he said such inci-
dents do confirm fears of
those who thought law and
order will deteriorate with
a change in regime.

“But, this has not hap-
pened overnight. Law and
order was deteriorating
even when the BJP was in
power, though they may be
finding it convenient to
raise the matter only now,
Kishor said. Maintaining
that the political realign-
ment in Bihar was “state-
specific with no national
ramifications”, he also
said that the seven-party
Mahagathbandhan’ need-
ed to deliver on promises
like 10 lakh government
jobs to catch public imagi-
nation.

‘Prohibition a complete failure,
asked Nitish to review it’

Prashant Kishor

PP eople will keep harmoni-
ca instead of cigarette

packets/alcohol in their pock-
ets,says International
Harmonica Player , multiple
world holder , Soham
Mukhopadhyay. Besides ,
mainstream music Soham is
offering alternative
music/music therapy to the
people who are facing breath-
ing problem, mental stress and
lot of physical complications
for decades.”Breathing is the
only Friend of a human being
who stands with them from
their birth to death.But people
are of breathing properly . It
has been proved that “Prana
Vayu “ or people’s breathing
has a strong impact upon peo-
ple’s physical and mental
health. Their are many kind of
vayus in human bodies.
Continuous smoking, taking
junk foods , alcohol and Al the
last irregular and improper

exercise of Breathing causes
many kind of mental and phys-
ical problems in our society,
says Soham. Soham has the
unique ability to play harmoni-
ca by nose for hours and he has
several world records for it and
he acquired this technique by
practicing ancient yoga tech-
niques and he devoted himself
to help people to cure their
physical, mental problems with
the help of music and alterna-
tive medicine.  Apart from
being a musician, Soham is
also a Reiki and Lama Phra

Healer , he offers different
level of reiki healing courses to
people who is suffering from
various types of problems.”it
has a miracle power to cure
any kind of problem from their
root and so many people from
worldwide are highly satisfied
after receiving reiki healing”
says Soham. “ As a healer and
musician I combine both by
observing/ counseling people’s
problems.”

“ I dreamt of seeing har-
monica in every people pocket
instead of ciggerate packet. If
they need to smoke.. I will try
to teach them smoking a nor-
mal air through
harmonica..hope they will
enjoy it and also will learn
some popular tunes from me ..
It will be my achievements if I
help them quit smoking.. some
achievements are invisible but
it really feel  me proud “, says
Soham.

‘Keep festivities free from 
of intoxication and mental stress’

Madurai, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The breakfast scheme for
government school stu-
dents from class 1 to 5 was
launched here on
Thursday by Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin
and he served and had
food with children.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Stalin said the
scheme would bring bene-
ficial change in the lives of
the poor people and billed
the initiative as one that
would earn a place in his-
tory.

Citing similar initia-
tives in the US and
Europe, he said several
studies have concluded
such breakfast pro-
grammes led to improve-
ment in learning skills
and also their school atten-
dance.

The vision of iconic
leaders, Periyar E V

Ramasamy, C N
Annadurai and M
Karunanidhi was that
nothing -be it povery or
caste- should be an obsta-
cle to access education, he

said.
Following in the foot-

steps of such leaders,
Stalin said he experienced
boundless joy when he is
fulfilling their dreams.

During the early 1900,
when the Colonel Olcott
School took shape in
Chennai, it was social re-
former Pandithar Iyothee
Thassar who sowed the

seeds for providing lunch
to school children.

In a first, the noon meal
scheme was launched in
1922 in a Chennai
Corporation school by
Mayor Pitti Theagarayar,
stalwart of the Justice
Party, which was the pre-
cursor to the Dravidian
movement, Stalin said.

Months ahead of inde-
pendence, the British
regime had put the noon
meal scheme on hold, cit-
ing financial constraints.

In 1955, former Chief
Minister K Kamaraj inau-
gurated the noon meal
scheme, Stalin said and
traced the evolution of the
lunch scheme in Tamil
Nadu from then onwards.

During inspection of
government schools in
Chennai, Stalin said he
learnt that many children
came to schools without
having their breakfast.

Stalin launches free breakfast plan for govt primary students

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin feeds students of Corporation Primary School Aathimoolam
during the inauguration of Chief Minister’s Breakfast Scheme, in Madurai, Thursday.

Indore, Sep 15 (PTI):

Union Minister
Ramdas Athawale on
Thursday dubbed the
Congress’ cross-country
march led by Rahul
Gandhi as “Bharat Todo
Yatra” and said it would
not bring any political
gain to the latter.

The march does not
have “dum” (strength)
and, therefore, its oppo-
nents had no “gum”
(grudge) over it, the
Union Minister of State
for Social Justice and
Empowerment said here.

Gandhi has embarked
on a 3,570 kilometre
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ from
Kanyakumari last week
to rejuvenate the party.

“The Constitution
drafted by Dr BR

Ambedkar has united
different religions,
castes and languages of
the country. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is taking this forward
with his ‘sabka saath,
sabka vikas, sabka vish-
was’ vision. Rahul will
not gain politically from
the yatra as long as Modi

is PM,” he claimed.
Queried on eight
Congress MLAs joining
the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party in Goa,
Athawale said the devel-
opment took place as the
leadership of Rahul
Gandhi is not liked.

“There is nothing left
in the Congress. (Senior
leader) Ghulam Nabi
Azad quit, others have
left, all because they are
unhappy with Rahul
Gandhi’s leadership,”
the Union minister said.

He decried the rape of
a 3-year-old girl in
Bhopal recently and said
the perpetrators should
get capital punishment.

Athawale is here to in-
augurate a two-day
workshop of his min-
istry.

Rahul will not gain politically 
from ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’: Athawale

Hyderabad, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Thursday decided to name
the State’s new
Secretariat, which is
under construction, after
B R Ambedkar.

He directed the State
Chief Secretary to take
steps in this regard, a
CMO release said.

It is a matter of pride for
Telangana people to name
the new Secretariat build-
ing after Ambedkar, the re-
lease quoted Rao as say-
ing. The Telangana gov-
ernment is moving for-
ward with Ambedkar’s
philosophy that all people
should get equal respect in
all sectors, he said. The

separate State of
Telangana became a reali-
ty as Ambedkar incorpo-
rated Article 3 (which
deals with formation of
new states) in the
Constitution with his far-
sightedness, he said.

The State government is
i m p l e m e n t i n g
A m b e d k a r ’ s
Constitutional spirit by
providing humane gover-
nance to SC, ST, BC, mi-
norities, women and also
the poor in “forward
castes,” he said. Telangana
which has become a role
model in the country by
making progress in all sec-
tors with vision once
again stands as a model in
the country by naming the
Secretariat after
Ambedkar, he said.

KCR to name 
new Secretariat after

Ambedkar



WAR TORN UKRAINE

Maria, center, hugs her parents Marina and Alexander during their first meeting after seven months since the 
beginning of the war in the recently retaken town of Izium, Ukraine.
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Bangkok, Sep 15 (AP):

China’s Foreign Ministry
accused the United States of
violating its commitment to
the One China principle
and interfering in internal
Chinese affairs Thursday,
after the U.S. Senate Foreign
Relations committee ap-
proved a new bill that could
significantly increase
American defense support
for the island of Taiwan.

Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning told reporters in
Beijing that China had
lodged serious complaints
with Washington over the
legislation, which still
needs U.S. House and
President Joe Biden’s ap-
proval to become law.

The one-China principle
is the political foundation of
China-U.S. relations, she
said. If the bill continues to
be deliberated, pushed for-
ward or even signed into
law, it will greatly shake the
political foundation of
China-U.S. relations and

cause extremely serious
consequences to China-U.S.
relations and peace and sta-
bility across the Taiwan
Strait. China claims the
self-governing democracy
of Taiwan as its own terri-
tory, and has not ruled out
retaking the island by force
if necessary. The sides split
after a civil war in 1949 and
have no official relations,

with China cutting off even
informal contacts following
the election of independ-

ence-leaning Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen 
in 2016.

China slams US Senate bill supporting Taiwan’s defence

Yerevan (Armenia), Sep 15 (AP):

A cease-fire between
Armenia and Azerbaijan
held Thursday following
two days of fighting that
killed 155 soldiers from
both sides.

Armen Grigoryan, the
secretary of Armenia’s
Security Council, said the
truce brokered thanks to
international mediation
took effect at 8 p.m.
Wednesday. A previous
cease-fire that Russia bro-
kered Tuesday had quick-

ly failed. Armenia’s
Defense Ministry said
Thursday that the situa-
tion on the border with
Azerbaijan was quiet and
no cease-fire violations
were reported. There
was no immediate com-
ment from Azerbaijan’s
government.

The cease-fire declara-
tion followed two days of
heavy fighting that
marked the largest out-
break of hostilities be-
tween the two longtime
adversaries in nearly two

years. Armenia and
Azerbaijan traded blame
for the shelling, with
Armenian authorities ac-
cusing Baku of unpro-

voked aggression and
Azerbaijani officials say-
ing their country was re-
sponding to Armenian at-
tacks.

Cease-fire holds between Armenia and Azerbaijan

Colombo, Sep 15 (PTI):

Sri Lanka will not take
part in any “big power rival-
ry” in the Indian Ocean and
it is unfortunate that his
country has been made the
“punching bag” for
Hambantota, President
Ranil Wickremesinghe has
said, weeks after India and
China clashed over the
docking of a high-tech
Chinese ship at the coun-
try’s southern port.

Sri Lanka certainly does
not want the problems of
the Pacific coming to the
Indian Ocean, he said while
speaking on the crisis-hit
country’s position on the
geo-political stage.

“We don’t participate in a

military alliance, and we
certainly do not want the
problems of the Pacific
coming to the Indian Ocean.
We don’t want this to be an
area of conflict and an area
of war. Sri Lanka will not
take part in any big power
rivalry,” said
Wickremesinghe on

Wednesday while address-
ing the graduation ceremo-
ny of the National Defense
College. His remarks came
weeks after the Chinese em-
bassy and the Indian High
Commission here clashed
verbally over the docking of
the Chinese ship ‘Yuan
Wang 5’ at Sri Lanka’s
southern Hambantota port
for replenishment.

Wickremesinghe said
that the “geopolitics of the
Indian Ocean has unfortu-
nately made Sri Lanka the
punching bag for
Hambantota.” “It is not a
military port. Though ours
is a commercial port it
shows our strategic impor-
tance that many people
come to conclusions which

are unwarranted,”
Wickremesinghe said, in
his second public comment
on the issue in recent
weeks. On August 30,
President Wickremesinghe
appealed to all political par-
ties to join an all-party gov-
ernment to tackle the island
nation’s worst-ever econom-
ic crisis and prevent “strong
economies” from using it as
a “tool of interference.”

“We can no longer be a
nation dependent on loan
assistance. We can also no
longer be used as a tool of
interference by other coun-
tries with strong
e c o n o m i e s , ”
Wickremesinghe said
without naming any 
country.

Sri Lanka will not be part of any Indian
Ocean turf war: Wickremesinghe

Islamabad, Sep 15 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime Mini
ster Shehbaz Sharif has
presented a bleak picture
of the country’s dwin-
dling economy, regretting
that even friendly coun-
tries had started looking
at Pakistan as one that
was always begging for
money.

Today, when we go to
any friendly country or
make a phone call, they
think that we have come
[to them] to beg for money,
Dawn news quoted the
prime minister as saying
in an address to a lawyers’
convention on Wednesday.

Sharif said even small
economies have surpassed
Pakistan, and we have
been wandering for the
past 75 years carrying a
begging bowl.

According to the prime
minister, the country’s
economy was facing a

“challenging situation”
even before the floods,
which had made it more
“complicated”.

The cash-strapped na-
tion has been struggling
with the worst floods in
the past 30 years, leaving
more than 1,400 dead and
33 million people affected
since early June.

A third of the country is
submerged in water and
one in every seven per-
sons is badly affected by
the floods that have led to
an estimated USD 12 bil-
lion in losses that have left
about 78,000 square kilo-

metres (21 million acres)
of crops under water.

The UN said that USD
150 million have been
pledged so far in response
to flash appeals for
Pakistan’s flood victims
but only USD 38 million
has been converted into
assistance.

While several countries
have come forward to pro-
vide aid to Pakistan in
such a crisis, Pakistan and
the UN had launched a
flash appeal for USD 160
million in initial funding
out of which USD 150 mil-
lion has been pledged.

United Nations
Resident and
H u m a n i t a r i a n
Coordinator Julien
Harneis said the United
States, Canada, United
Kingdom, Japan,
Denmark, Australia,
Singapore, and others
were the main donors be-
sides the Central

Emergency Response
Fund of the United
Nations, which raised
USD 10 million.

Meanwhile, the
Nepalese government
Wednesday sent humani-
tarian relief materials to
Pakistan to support the
flood-affected people. The
Nepal Airlines chartered
flight carried food items,
medicines, and garments
apart from other house-
hold items. Canada on
Wednesday announced an
additional USD 25 million
of funding in humanitari-
an assistance to support
Pakistan in this difficult
time. An official statement
said the new allocation
was in addition to the USD
5 million announced last
month and added that
Canada would continue to
provide food, clean water,
and other essential servic-
es through trusted part-
ners.

Even friendly countries started looking
at Pakistan as beggars: PM Sharif Chronicle
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BJP's resuscitation 
in Bengal 

The BJP had called a march to
the secretariat, termed as
"Nabanna Cholo" rally, to protest
against the corruption of the
Trinamool Congress, particularly
after heavyweight ministers were
arrested on the charges of corrup-
tion. The support and participation
from the BJP's party workers and
the people of West Bengal was very
surprising. It was seen that the BJP
was in defensive mood due to the
post-poll violence and resignation
of prominent leaders from the party
after the defeat in the West Bengal
Assembly election. The morale of
the party workers was down. Also,
their lives have been under threat.
The trust of the people declined
day by day. However, the alleged
corruption of TMC leaders in recent
time and the activeness of the BJP
leadership not only resuscitated the
BJP's state unit, but also the grass-
root party workers. 

GGiitteesshh  CChh  AArryyyyaa,,  NNaaggaaoonn..

Blow to India's
democracy

Refers to eight Goa Congress
MLAs join  Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). It is not a blow for
Congress, but for India's democra-
cy. Enmasse switching sides with-
out any valid reasons given to the
electorate is treachery against
voters who elected them.
Incidentally, as per the 2019 expe-
rience (when 10 of its 17 MLAs
had detected en masse to the BJP)
the Congress was more cautious
and before the election all these 8
MLAs swore in front of Temples,
Mosque and Churches, even took
oath that they will not change
party and will work for the people!
Alas! Not only betrayal of pledge
even too after swearing in front of
the Gods, shows inbuilt character.
Betrayal is not to the Congress but
to Goa voter's hope & belief.
People wonder how will the BJP
remain the party with a difference
if it onboards so many turncoats
and party hoppers? Interestingly,
welcoming these public betrayer
eight  Congress MLA, the Goa
Chief Minister (CM) Pramod
Sawant said, “The Congress’
Bharat Jodo yatra has turned into
a Congress Chhodo (leave
Congress) yatra in Goa. They have
all joined us unconditionally, being
influenced by PM Modi ‘s resolu-
tion to build a New India. In the
same tune the kingpin of this dirty
political drama, former senior
Congress leader and former CM
Digambar Kamat said “in politics,
sometimes circumstances compel
you to take a decision. I have ac-
cordingly taken a decision in the
interests of the State. It was taken
after looking at the work of PM
Modi.” People wonder, after eight
years of BJP rule Mr Kamat with
his seven other aides realised the
importance of Modi governance.
Or switching sides out of the blue
can only be greed for money and
power? BJP not only with the huge
black money it has accumulated in
8 years of power, now offering
those huge monies, ministries and
inducements, the BJP is trying to
uproot the opposition. BJP is
killing our democracy with the
help of ED, CBI, IT, Money etc. But
will the IT department find out
those eight MLAs' wealth before
and after switching sides?

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16,  2022

Gaya: Hindu devotees gather to perform pind daan rituals for their ancestors during Pitra Paksha, at Vishnupad Temple
in Gaya, Thursday, Sept. 15.

PIND DAAN RITUALS

Deby Cassill

W hen I first started
my job as a biolo-

gist at the University of
South Florida, I drove my
Jeep to a grassy field, dug
up a mound of fire ants and
shoveled it into a 5-gallon
bucket. Immediately, thou-
sands of ants swarmed out
of the soil and up the walls
of the bucket headed for
freedom. Luckily I had a lid.
How do ants make climbing
walls, ceilings and other
surfaces look so easy? I've
been studying ants for 30
years, and their climbing
abilities never cease to
amaze me. Worker ants who
are all female have an im-
pressive toolbox of claws,
spines, hairs and sticky
pads on their feet that en-
able them to scale almost
any surface.
Human hands vs. ant feet

To understand ant feet, it
helps to compare them with
human hands. Your hand
has one broad segment, the
palm. Sprouting from your
palm are four fingers and an
opposable thumb. Each fin-
ger has three segments,
while your thumb has only
two segments. A hard nail
grows from the tips of your
fingers and thumb.

Humans have two hands
ants have six feet. Ant feet
are similar to your hands
but are more complex, with
an additional set of weird-
looking parts that enhance
them. Ant feet have five
jointed segments, with the
end segment sporting a pair
of claws. The claws are
shaped like a cat's and can
grip irregularities on walls.
Each foot segment also has
thick and thin spines and
hairs that provide addition-
al traction by sticking into

microscopic pits on tex-
tured surfaces like bark.
Claws and spines have the
added benefit of protecting
ant feet from hot pavement
and sharp objects, just as
your feet are protected by
shoes. But the feature that
truly separates human
hands from ant feet are in-
flatable sticky pads, called
arolia.

Sticky feet
Arolia are located be-

tween the claws at the tip of
every ant foot. These bal-
loonlike pads allow ants to
defy gravity and crawl on
ceilings or ultrahard sur-
faces like glass. When an
ant walks up a wall or
across a ceiling, gravity
causes its claws to swing
wide and pull back. At the
same time, its leg muscles
pump fluids into the pads at
the end of its feet, causing
them to inflate. This body

fluid is called hemolymph,
which is a sticky fluid simi-
lar to your blood that circu-
lates throughout an ant's
body. After the hemolymph
pumps up the pad, some of
it leaks outside the pad,
which is how ants can stick
to a wall or a ceiling. But
when an ant picks up its
foot, its leg muscles contract
and suck most of the fluid
back into the pad and then
back up the leg. This way an
ant's blood is reused over
and over pumped from the
leg into the pad, then sucked
back up the leg so none is
left behind.

Ants are feather-light, so
six sticky pads are enough
to hold them against the pull
of gravity on any surface. In
fact, at home in their under-
ground chambers, ants use
their sticky pads to sleep on
the ceiling. By sleeping on
the ceiling, ants avoid the

rush-hour traffic of other
ants on the chamber floors.

A unique gait
When you walk, your left

and right feet alternate so
one is on the ground while
the other is in the air, mov-
ing forward. Ants also alter-
nate their feet, with three on
the surface and three in the
air at a time.

The walking pattern of
ants is unique among six-
legged insects. In ants, the
front and back left feet are
on the ground with the mid-
dle right foot, while the
front and back right feet and
the middle left foot are in
the air. Then they switch.
It's fun to try to copy this tri-
angular pattern using three
fingers on each hand. The
next time you see an ant
crawling up a wall, look
closely and you might wit-
ness some of these fascinat-
ing features at work.
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T he Varanasi district court has opened the doors
to a renewed legal process likely to go all the way

to the highest court. But at the same time, it must not be
forgotten that the crux of the Gyanvapi mosque case
lies in politics, rather than in law. Varanasi district
judge Ajaya Krishna Vishvesha said the court would
hear a petition seeking the right to worship Maa
Shringar Gowri within the mosque complex on
September 22 and dismissed the mosque committee’s
objections against the petition, which were on the
grounds that it is barred by the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991, the Waqf Act, 1995 and
the UP Shri KashiVishwanath Temple Act, 1983. He de-
livered the 26-page order on Monday, reading out his de-
cision in 10 minutes in the presence of 32 people includ-
ing lawyers from both sides, said an advocate who was
present in the courtroom to which entry was restricted.
Some people gathered outside the court rejoiced, dis-
tributing sweets. Judge Vishvesha said: “The plaintiffs
are only demanding right to worship MaaSringarGauri
and other visible and invisible deities which were being
worshipped incessantly till 1993 and after 1993 till now
once in a year under the regulatory of State of Uttar
Pradesh. Therefore, the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991 does not operate as the bar on the
suit of plaintiffs.” The Act, legislated by Parliament in
the backdrop of the Ramjanmabhoomi agitation,
freezes the status of religious places as they existed on
August 15, 1947.

The judge has held that the petitioners only sought
the right to worship as a civil right at the disputed prop-
erty and their appeal did not seek conversion of the
mosque to a temple or demand ownership of the com-
plex. Vishvesh rejected the Anjuman Intezamia Masjid
Committee's petition questioning the maintainability of
the case, which has reignited the Kashi Vishwanath
temple-Gyanvapi Masjid dispute. The mosque commit-
tee's dismissed plea had cited the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991 to make its case. The
mosque committee has said it will appeal against the
district court order. The Supreme Court, which had in
the first place insisted that the district court hear the
petition against the plea by the devotees, will soon hear
the challenge to the constitutionality of the Places of
Worship Act. The Hindu claim to mosques at Ayodhya,
Kashi and Mathura has been part of a political project
pursued by the BJP and other SanghParivar outfits, in
court and on the street. Ayodhya, Kashi and Mathura
emerged as political flashpoints — put on the backburn-
er only during the BJP’s coalition years. Over time,
shrine politics — its culmination the demolition of the
Babri Masjid in 1992 — has enmeshed with narratives
of nationhood and Hindu self-pride that frame Muslims
as outsiders. The Supreme Court, in its 2019 order clear-
ing the decks for the temple to be built in Ayodhya
where the Babri masjid once stood, described the Places
of Worship Act as a “legislative instrument designed to
protect the secular features of the Indian polity, which
is one of the basic features of the Constitution”. The
Varanasi court order puts a question mark on that and
frames the challenge ahead.

Gyanvapi mosque case 
mired in politics

Rupak G Duarah 

T he Ozone layer is a part of the atmosphere which
is located 9 to 18 miles above the Earth's surface.

This layer plays a major role in protecting our health
and the environment by absorbing almost all harmful
ultraviolet rays of the sun. UV light such as UVB and
UVA are harmful to us because they cause skin cancer,
melanoma, premature ageing, weakened immune sys-
tems, eye problems etc. But it is a matter of great con-
cern that the ozone layer which is the protector of UV
rays of the sun is getting thinner day by day due to
chemicals called chlorofluorocarbons (CFC). The CFC
is a molecule which contains the elements of carbon,
chlorine and fluorine. Such CFCs are available in the
world, mostly in refrigerants and plastic products.
Ozone molecules are simply made of three joined oxy-
gen atoms and they are always being destroyed and re-
formed naturally. But CFCs in the air make it very diffi-
cult for ozone to reform once it's broken apart. As such,
the ozone layer is getting thinner and thinner almost
every day and becomes a threat to living beings since
the depleting ozone layer offers less protection from the
harmful UV rays and both humans and animals are af-
fected by UV radiation. Even the environment is also
impacted by the UV rays which inhibit the growth
process of plants. As such, certain species of plants be-
come extinct from the earth's surface. In this regard, to
spread awareness among people about the importance
of the ozone layer, September 16 of every year is ob-
served globally as an 'International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone Layer. The Day is proclaimed
by the UN General Assembly on December 19, 1994.
This International Day commemorates the signing of
the Montreal Protocol on 'Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer. The Montreal Protocol was an important
monumental event which took place on September 16,
1987, for realizing the importance of discontinuing the
use of ozone-depleting substances. Scientists and re-
searchers say that ozone depletion can be reversible if
the common people know the importance of the Ozone
Layer and show their awareness of protecting it. To
make everyone more conscious about it, numerous en-
vironmental groups of the world promote awareness
programmes in society on this day. Moreover, the Day
remembers our roles and responsibilities in protecting
the ozone layer. Around the world on this Day, different
organizations, educational institutions etc., promote
ozone-friendly products, distribute public awareness
posters, banners or arrange meetings, seminars etc.,
among people to make everyone aware of it and to save
the ozone layer from depletion.

A day for preservation 
of the ozone layer

T he churn in the opposition
camp in view of the general

elections that are to happen in
less than two years can throw up
several possibilities. It may be
too early to predict whether a
phoenix emerges or the churn
ends in scattering stars. The
question is who will challenge
Narendra Modi and does any op-
position leader have an alterna-
tive to 'sabka vishwas'... and the
power of Hindutva? Presently,
the opposition is disjointed,
with each party in their own
realm, weaving their own webs
to stay afloat. According to the
Election Commission of India,
the total number of registered
parties is 2,858 — eight national
parties, 54 state parties and 2,796
unrecognized parties. (This data
dates back to September last
year.) From time to time, some of
these parties come together to
form one or the other front.

The country has seen several
coalition governments at the
Centre as well as in the states. At
the Centre, the experiment
began in 1977 with the short-
lived Janata Party government
headed by Morarji Desai. Then
there was the National Front
government, first headed by VP
Singh, followed by the United
Front government, first headed
by HD Deve Gowda in 1996, fol-
lowed by the BJP-led coalition
headed by AB Vajpayee in 1997,

the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) in 1999, which
was followed by the Manmohan
Singh-led United Progressive
Front in 2004 and 2009. In 2014,
the NDA under Narendra Modi
took over. Being out of power for
10 years at the Centre and in-
creasingly losing the states as
well, the opposition has been
finding itself on the back foot
and almost waning in political
influence across the country.
But will it be able to come to-
gether to take on the BJP? That
is the million-dollar question.
After the drubbing in the 2014
Lok Sabha polls, the opposition
was at a loss to figure out how to
counter the Modi wave, which
remained more or less the same
even in the 2019 elections. In be-
tween, elections in a number of
states have been good off and on
for the Opposition. Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, and now
Maharashtra are examples
where the opposition lost de-
spite forming governments ini-
tially. The BJP has been far
ahead in its political strategies
before and after elections. The
opposition, most of the time, has
been in a state of utter disarray
with weak strategies and also
lacking the will to take on the
might of Modi or the BJP. For
any thriving democracy, it is es-
sential to have a robust opposi-
tion that can make the people
see through the government's
policies and decisions, and take
up issues meaningfully. This
may be an ideal situation, but
the fact remains that the opposi-
tion, most of the time, has failed
to rise to the occasion. Whether
it is inside Parliament or out-
side, the general feeling is that
despite grave issues confronting
the government, and the many
sticks to beat the government
with, the opposition has not
been able to do much, except for

Modi bashing. The opposition
has several stalwarts and mass
leaders who have individual
areas of influence. Such as
Mamata Banerjee in West
Bengal, MK Stalin in Tamil
Nadu, K Chandrashekar Rao in
Telangana, Nitish Kumar in
Bihar, the Left in Kerala, the
Congress in MP and
Chhattisgarh, Naveen Patnaik
in Odisha, Jagan Mohan Reddy
in Andhra, and the AAP supre-
mo Arvind Kejriwal. Besides
them, there are the Gandhis and
the other dynasts, such as those
of Sharad Pawar, Mulayam
Singh, Lalu Prasad, Deve
Gowda, the Abdullahs and the
Muftis. The list is long. The ma-
jority of them tasted power for a
long time, and now want the pie
at the Centre. Most of these lead-
ers dream of taking up top jobs
in the country. Rahul Gandhi,
Mamata Banerjee, KCR, Sharad
Pawar, and the latest on the list,
Arvind Kejriwal, all have made
their aspirations known. The
contenders are many, which has
perhaps been one of the big hur-
dles in the way of opposition
unity. There is no political party
at the national level which can
single-handedly take on the
Modi-led BJP. Congress, over the
past eight years, has been going
downhill, so much so that other
parties are shying away from
forming alliances with it. To re-
cover lost ground, Congress has
been betting on its Bharat Jodo
Yatra. Rahul Gandhi is aiming
to rebuild his party and salvage
his image. But more than creat-
ing influence, Rahul Gandhi
seems to be generating other
controversies that threaten to
overshadow the Yatra's intent.
Mamata Banerjee finds herself
on shaky ground after ministers
and leaders from her party have
been caught in scams. As stacks
of cash recovered from the

premises of the leaders of her
party get flashed in the media,
her image takes a beating. KCR
and Stalin do not carry the same
popularity in the rest of the
country as they do in their re-
spective states. Their area of in-
fluence outside their states is
limited. That leaves two names –
Nitish Kumar and Arvind
Kejriwal. Kejriwal has been
gradually increasing his party's
footprint across the country.
Slowly, he is trying to take over
the space vacated by Congress.
His area of influence across the
country is rising. His party is
projecting him as PM material,
but he may not be ready for the
top job in 2024, as a lot will de-
pend upon AAP's performance
in Gujarat and Himachal
Assembly polls.

In case, the BJP takes a hit
from the AAP, then Kejriwal
will prove to be the biggest con-
tender from the entire opposi-
tion. Nitish Kumar's activism
after severing his ties with the
BJP in getting the Opposition
unified has propelled him to
the national stage. Though he
has been reluctant to admit
that he is a claimant for the top
post, his meetings with several
other opposition leaders have
been enough to make his aspi-
rations public. It is too early to
predict whether the Opposition
will get united before the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. The unity
to a large extent depends upon
Congress, which insists on
being the centre of the alliance.
It has been proving to be a
speed-breaker in the unity ef-
forts. With several opposition
leaders trying to make individ-
ual efforts towards some sort of
unity, the political game has al-
ready begun. With less than
two more years to go, the coun-
try seems to be entering into
poll mode.

Too many state stalwarts who can’t 
agree on a national leader

ASAD MIRZA

How do ants crawl on walls? 
A biologist explains their sticky, spiky, gravity-defying grip
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BRIEF

Losing high
investment

Mumbai: The
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP)  won-
dered whether Eknath
Shinde was made the
chief minister of
Maharashtra at the
cost of losing the
mega Vedanta-
Foxconn semiconduc-
tor project to Gujarat.
NCP chief spokesper-
son Mahesh Tapase
asked if Shinde, a
Shivsainik, was serv-
ing the interest of
Maharashtra or
Gujarat. The plant
was earlier supposed
to be set up in
Maharashtra and the
previous Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment had held several
rounds of discussions
with Foxconn. It
seems CM Shinde was
made the chief minis-
ter of Maharashtra at
the cost of losing such
a high investment
plant to Gujarat.

Highway 
construction

New Delhi: The pace
of national highway
construction in the
country has slowed to
19 km per day during
the first five months of
the current financial
year, according to offi-
cial data. While the
pace of national high-
way (NH) construc-
tion in the country
had touched a record
37 km per day in 2020-
21, it had slowed to
28.64 km a day in 2021-
22, due to pandemic-
related disruptions
and a longer-than-
usual monsoon in
some parts of the
country. “The
Ministry has con-
structed 2,912 km of
National Highways up
to August 2022, as
compared to 3,355 km
up to August last year.

Green mobility

New Delhi: Green
mobility is going to
play a major role in
decarbonisation of
India’s transport sec-
tor, NITI Aayog CEO
Parameswaran Iyer
said on Wednesday.
Iyer, while addressing
an event organised by
the ‘Shoonya Forum’,
noted that the role of
financing is critical
for scaling of electric
mobility in India. He
also stressed on the
need of finding ways
to reduce risks associ-
ated with financing of
electric vehicles.

Tea output
Kolkata: With embat-
tled Sri Lanka wit-
nessing a fall in tea
production, India is
likely to fill up the vac-
uum created by the is-
land nation, the Tea
Association of India
(TAI) said. TAI secre-
tary general P K
Bhattacharya said
this is reflected by
price rise of the ortho-
dox variety produced
by Indian tea planters,
with auction realisa-
tion increasing
sharply by about Rs 75
to Rs 100 per kg.

MOU SIGNING CEREMONY

Union Minister for Power and New & Renewable Energy RK Singh speaks during MoU signing ceremony
between National Sports Development Fund (NSDF) and NTPC, in New Delhi, Wednesday, Sept. 14. Union
Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Anurag Thakur is also seen.

New Delhi, Sep 15: 

Fitch Ratings on
Thursday slashed its pro-
jection of India’s econom-
ic growth to 7 per cent for
current fiscal year, citing
elevated inflation levels
and higher interest rates.
Fitch, which had in June
projected India’s GDP to
grow by 7.8 per cent in
2022-23, also forecast a
slowdown in growth to 6.7
per cent in FY24 from its
earlier estimate of 7.4 per
cent. In its Global
Economic Outlook
September 2022 released
on Thursday, the rating
agency said the GDP
growth of 13.5 per cent in
April-June, as per official
data, was below its June
expectation of 18.5 per
cent increase.

“We expect the economy
to slow given the global
economic backdrop, ele-
vated inflation and tighter
monetary policy,” it said.
“Inflation moderated in
August as crude oil prices

eased, but the risk to food
inflation persists given
negative seasonality to-
wards the end of this
year.”

The wholesale-price-
based inflation softened to
11-month low of 12.41 per
cent in August, even
though retail inflation
inched up to 7 per cent.

Fitch joins other agen-
cies who have downgraded
India’s economic growth
forecast following a below-
expected 13.5 per cent ex-
pansion in April-June (the
first quarter of current fis-
cal year). Moody’s
Investors Service expects
India’s GDP growth to
slow from 8.3 per cent in
2021 to 7.7 per cent in 2022
and to decelerate further
to 5.2 per cent in 2023. In
March, Moody’s had fore-
cast that India’s economy
could expand at 8.8 per
cent in 2022. Citigroup has
sharply cut its FY23
growth projection to 6.7
per cent from 8 per cent
earlier while Goldman

Sachs revised it to 7 per
cent from 7.2 per cent. SBI
expects 6.8 per cent growth
from April 2022 to March
2023 (FY23) and India
Ratings and Research (Ind-
Ra) pegs it at 6.9 per cent.
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) expects the economy
to grow 7.2 per cent in cur-
rent fiscal year. Fitch said
core inflation, which ex-
cludes food, fuel and light,
remained elevated at 6 per
cent while inflation expec-
tations have also stayed
high.

The RBI’s latest survey
of household inflation ex-
pectations eased in July,
but expectations are still
far above pre-pandemic
levels. Destabilising infla-
tion expectations could
risk triggering second-
round effects. “While the
RBI expects monthly infla-
tion data to be volatile in
the near term, its expecta-
tion is for consumer price
inflation (CPI) to ease to-
wards the end of the year,”
it said.

Fitch cuts India’s GDP 
growth forecast to 7% for FY23

Hyderabad, Sept 15:

NMDC received
Rajbhasha Kirti Award for
2021-22 at the Hindi Diwas
Samaroh organised by the
official language
Department, Ministry of
Home Affairs,
Government of India in
Surat today. Amit Shah,
Minister of Home Affairs
and Minister of Co-opera-
tion of India, was present
at the event and lauded the
contribution of
Corporates in preserving
and celebrating the Hindi
language.

NMDC was conferred
with Rajbhasha Kirti -
third prize in the category
of Public Sector
Undertakings located in
Region ‘C’. Sumit Deb,
NMDC Chairman and
Managing Director, re-
ceived the award from
Harivansh Narayan

Singh, Honourable Deputy
Chairman of Rajya Sabha.
Union Minister of State
for Home Affairs Shri
Nisith Pramanik, Union
Minister of State for Home
Affairs Ajay Kumar

Mishra, Members of
Parliamentary Committee
on Official Language, and
Senior Officials of the
Government of India’s
Department of Official
Language were also pres-

ent at the Hindi Diwas
Samaroh.

In 2021, NMDC’s efforts
in promoting the
Rajbhasha were recog-
nized with the Ministry of
Steel’s Ispat Rajbhasha
Samman and the First
Position in its category
from the Town Official
Language Implementation
Committee, Hyderabad. In
2021 NMDC’s house jour-
nal ‘Khanij Bharati’ that
encourages creative and
technical writing in Hindi
also received the First
Position in the Published
Magazine category.

Sumit Deb on this occa-
sion saidt hat, “On this
great celebration of Hindi
Day, let us take a pledge
that we will contribute our
best to establish Hindi and
Indian languages at their
glorious place in the time
of Azadi-ka-Amrit-
Mahotsav.”

NMDC conferred with Rajbhasha Kirti Award

New Delhi, Sep 15: 

India will not face any
power crisis during this
festival season due to coal
shortage at thermal plants
as 20 million tonne of coal
has already been imported
so far, Union Power
Secretary Alok Kumar
said on Thursday. Last
year around this time, the
country faced power crisis
due to coal shortages at
thermal plants. This had
prompted the Centre to
take slew of measures to
scale up supplies and man-
age the crisis in 2021. “It
(power crisis due to coal
shortage) is not going to
happen this time (during
festival season). We have
already imported 20 mil-
lion tonne of coal so far
(this fiscal year) and we

have used 15 million tonne
out of this,” Kumar told
reporters on the sidelines
of conference ‘IN-
SIGHT2022’ on green mo-
bility.

Festival season, espe-
cially in North India, will
begin with the onset of
Navratri in the last week
of September 2022. When
asked whether India will
import more coal, he said
coal will be imported
whenever needed. About

any specific plan to import
more coal, he said there is
always a back-up plan for
any unforeseen situation.

Kumar also talked about
the government’s promo-
tion of electric vehicles
and its charging infra-
structure. He said the gov-
ernment would soon re-
draft Faster Adoption and
Manufacture of (Hybrid
and) Electric Vehicles
Scheme (FAME) to provide
subsidy for setting up of
upstream infrastructure
to firms setting up EV
charging infrastructure.
He explained that discoms
or utilities set up up-
stream infrastructure like
transformers for provid-
ing electricity supply to
EV charging stations
which cost around Rs 5-6
lakh.

No power crisis this festive season, already
imported 20 mn tonne coal: Power Secy

Mumbai, Sept 15: 

Nishant Kanodia,
Chairman of Matix
Fertilisers and
Chemicals Ltd, among
India’s fastest growing
crop nutrient providers,
said today that he expects
India’s eastern region to
be the growth engine of
the country’s demand for
fertilizers in the coming
months and years.

“Eastern India’s low
consumption of fertiliz-
ers, at nearly 158.4 kilo-
grams per hectare, is
much lower than the
212.4 kilograms per
hectare consumed in
northern India,” Nishant
Kanodia said. ”As de-
mand for crop nutrients
can only rise in the re-
gion, Eastern India pro-
vides Matix the opportu-

nity to grow this under-
served market.”

“Matix possesses the lo-
cational advantage of our
manufacturing facility
being in the middle of
eastern India’s agricul-
tural belt,” said Manoj
Mishra, Managing
Director. “Matix’s nearly
700 dealers across six

ag riculture-intensive
states are serviced by
Matix’s urea plant.
India’s eastern region
being the focus of Matix’s
strong distribution net-
work, we are best posi-
tioned to serve farmers in
these states.”

Matix is celebrating
milestones achieved
ahead of its first full year
of operations, the plant
having been commis-
sioned in October 2021.

The fully integrated,
gas-based facility is one
of India’s largest single
stream fertilizer plants,
with the capacity to pro-
duce 1.27 million tonnes
of urea every year. The
technology for the plant
was acquired from global
leaders–KBR, USA, for
ammonia, and Saipem,
Italy, for urea.

Eastern India can be country’s fertilizer
demand growth engine: Kanodia

New Delhi, Sep 15:  

CEAT Ltd, India’s lead-
ing tyre manufacturer, is
the new Official Strategic
Timeout Partner for the
second edition of Road
Safety World Series 2022
(RSWS), the international
T20 cricket league featur-
ing national and interna-
tional cricketing legends.
CEAT has had a long-
standing relationship with
Indian cricket. CEAT is the
bat sponsor of several ace
cricketers, strategic time
out partner for Women’s
cricket cricketers, and the
official timeout partner of
the much-celebrated
Indian Premier League

(IPL) since 2015. Safety of
its customers is para-
mount for CEAT, which is
also reflected in all its
product offerings. In every
communication to its
stakeholders, CEAT al-
ways propagates road safe-
ty and showcases how its
different product segments
enable safety in its tyres
suited for the Indian road
conditions. CEAT is fur-
ther enhancing the impor-
tance of adhering to the
road safety norms of the
country through associa-
tion with RSWS 2022.
Mr.Arnab Banerjee, Chief
Operating Officer, CEAT
Tyres Ltd, said, “CEAT’s
mission has always been to
make ‘Mobility Safer and
Smarter Every day’ and at
the same time, we have a
long association with dif-
ferent formats of cricket.

CEAT bags strategic
time out partnership 
 For second edition

of Road Safety
World Series 2022

Mumbai, Sep 15:

In today’s fast-paced
digital era, we all are look-
ing for options to upgrade
and boost our PC’s per-
formance. Western
Digital’s WD Blue SN570
is a one stop solution to
consider if you are look-
ing for an upgrade.

The WD Blue SN570 is
available in a slim M.2
2280 form factor, and there
are four capacity options:
250GB, 500GB, 1TB and
2TB, with 5-year warran-
ty. The price starts with
Rs 2,720 for 250GB, and
goes up to Rs 20,999 for
2TB, as per Amazon.

The company promises
up to 3500MBps read
speed and 3000MBps write
speed for the 1TB version,

which can help run your
system up to 5X faster
than the brand’s best WD
Blue SN570 has an en-
durance rating of
600TBW for 1TB unit.

You can also download
Western Digital SSD
Dashboard which helps
you monitor your drive’s
health, available space,
temperature and more.
Additionally, the company
gives one-month member-
ship to Adobe Creative
Cloud offering access to
creative apps and services
and other personal files
with included Acronis
True Image for Western
Digital software. During
our test, we found that it
is pretty much exactly
what Western Digital
promised.

WD Blue SN570, 

a great budget NVMe SSD

for PC upgraders

New Delhi, Sep 15:  

As a political storm
brewed over his group
shifting a multi-billion dol-
lar semiconductor factory
from Maharashtra to
Gujarat, mining baron
Anil Agarwal said the site
was chosen based on pro-
fessional and independent
advice. Seeking to soothe
flared political nerves, he
said his mining group
Vedanta is committed to
investing in Maharashtra
as well. Originally, Vedanta
and its partner Foxconn
were looking at
Maharashtra for setting up
the chip factory but on
September 13 signed a
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with the
Gujarat government for in-
vesting Rs 1.52 lakh crore

in the unit. “Vedanta-
Foxconn has been profes-
sionally assessing the site
for a multi-billion dollar
investment. This is a scien-
tific and financial process
which takes several years.
We started this about two
years ago,” Agarwal said
in a series of tweets. A
third party was engaged to
assist in selecting the site
for the project. “Our team
of internal & external pro-
fessional agencies short-
listed few states viz.,

Gujarat, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, TN etc to
help achieve our purpose.
For last two years we have
been engaging with each of
these govts as well as cen-
tral govt & have received
fantastic support,” he said.
Gujarat, he said, was cho-
sen as it met the compa-
ny’s expectations.

While he did not elabo-
rate on the expectations,
the group had wanted 1,000
acres of land free of cost,
and water and power at
concessionary and fixed
prices for 20 years. “We de-
cided Gujarat few months
ago as they met our expec-
tations. But in July meet-
ing with Maharashtra
leadership, they made a
huge effort to outbid other
states with competitive
offer.

Agarwal says Gujarat chosen for 
Rs 1.52 lakh cr project based on ind advice

New Delhi, Sep 15: 

The Cheetah
Reintroduction Project,
fueled by IndianOil and
steered by National
Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), will
formally take off on
September 17th, 2022.
The first batch of
Cheetahs, translocated
from Namibia to India,
will be released into the
Kuno National Park in
the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi. IndianOil, as the
lead energizer of this
project, will support
NTCA with Rs 50.22
crore to take this project
forward.

Speaking on the proj-
ect, Mr S M Vaidya,

Chairman, IndianOil,
said, “IndianOil is proud
to welcome the Cheetahs
back to Indian soil. It is
an affirmation of
IndianOil’s resolve to
align with Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision to preserve
and enhance India’s
wildlife and maintain a
healthy ecological bal-
ance. Restoring original
cheetah habitats and
their biodiversity should
go a long way to stem the
degradation and rapid
loss of biodiversity. As
the only Corporate
championing this special
cause, we hope this pro-
ject’s success will open
up more avenues for
crafting a sustainable fu-
ture”.

IndianOil is proud to welcome
the Cheetahs: Vaidya

New Delhi, Sep 15: 

The government is
working to increase the
domestic production of
coking coal as the country
aims to have a steel mak-
ing capacity of 300 million
tonne by 2030-31, a senior
official said on Thursday.
Coking coal is a key input
in steel making and the
country remains depend-
ent on imports to meet 85
per cent of its coking coal
needs. The government
has taken an important de-
cision by removing the
duty on coking coal to
zero, Steel Secretary
Sanjay Kumar Singh said.
“There have been issues of
prices rise in this area
(coking coal) but of late,
they have come down

quite significantly. Of
course, ultimately what is
going to be the full solu-
tion is that when the pro-
duction of coking coal to
our requirement is done
within the country and
Ministry of Coal is work-
ing for that,” he told PTI.
He was speaking on the
sidelines of the ‘Indian
Steel Markets Conference’
organised by e-market-
place mjunction.

Govt working to increase
domestic coking coal

output: Steel Secretary

Madhuri
Dixit Nene
to star as
lead in
‘Maja Ma’

T
winkle toes
Madhuri Dixit
Nene will be

seen as the lead star
in the upcoming
movie 'Maja Ma', a fami-
ly entertainer slated to re-
lease digitally on October
6. Directed by Anand
Tiwari, 'Maja Ma' is Prime
Video's first Indian
Amazon Original movie,
set against the celebratory
backdrop of a traditional
festival and a quintessen-
tial, colourful Indian wed-
ding.

It boasts of an ensemble
cast including Gajraj Rao,
Ritwik Bhowmik, Barkha
Singh, Srishti Shrivastava,
Rajit Kapur, Sheeba
Chaddha, Simone Singh,
Malhar Thakar and Ninad
Kamat.

Director Anand Tiwari
said that this is his sec-
ond project with Prime
Video after the success
of 'Bandish Bandits'.

"The movie is a
labour of love for all
of us, from the won-
derfully talented
cast to the hard-
working crew, each
of whom have put in
their best to bring
this amazing movie
to the audience."

"The result is a
story with intricate
storytelling, inter-
spersed with human
emotions and several
life lessons that con-
tinue to be with the
audiences long after
they have finished
watching the movie. I
cannot wait to see
the reactions to this
beautifully crafted
story from viewers
within as well out-
side the country."

ACROSS

1. Skills

5. Vows

10. Consumes

14. Entice

15. Prepare to propose

16. Dissolve

17. Press

18. Entrap

19. Skilled

20. Light wood

22. Soak through

24. Cleopatra's snake

25. Illicit

28. Minor disagreements

30. Adversary

32. Flower feature

35. Rose Bowl city

39. Pedro's friend

40. Choir singer

41. Earth

44. Beatle ____ McCartney

45. Achievers

47. Slanted

49. Iowa or Ohio

50. View

51. Manly

53. Cure-all

58. Comedian ____ Hope

60. Horn blast

62. Welcome

63. Burn reliever

65. Mud brick

68. Aristocrat

69. Plumber's concern

70. Stage parts

71. China's continent

72. Love foolishly

73. Evade

74. Looks at

DOWN

1. Defendant's offering

2. Rustic

3. Online troublemaker

4. Taste or smell

5. Approvals

6. Raggedy ____

7. Afternoon affairs

8. Religious dissent

9. Snooze

10. ____ Thurman of "Pulp Fiction"

11. Johann ____ Bach

12. Building extensions

13. Stair part

21. Old

23. Mama's man

26. Afresh

27. Comedian Jay ____

29. Musical speed

31. ____ Gras
33. Spanish water
34. Lounge about
35. Mats
36. Thanks ____! (2 wds.)
37. Bygone river vehicle
38. Main artery
42. Speak imperfectly
43. Statistics
46. Religious subgroup
48. Mob
50. Haitian religion
52. Stash
54. Zones
55. Stop
56. Supernatural
57. Road guide
58. Lacking hair
59. Bogus butter
61. Narrated
64. Supplement
66. Entreat
67. Compass reading (abbr.)
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Daydreams and reveries could inspire new
ideas for creative projects today. Visions,
stories, or melodies might flood your mind,
and it might be a good idea to write them
down before they disappear. You're also
likely to feel more attuned than usual to the
thoughts and feelings of others. Don't be
surprised if you intuitively give people what
they want and need before they ask.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Affection blooms in close relationships as
you tune into the thoughts, feelings, needs,
and desires of those around you.
Communication should be clear, open, and
honest without being brutal. Social events
should prove especially enjoyable today,
Pisces, as you're likely to attract interesting
people with intriguing and useful informa-
tion. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You should be in glowing good health
today, Aries. You're feeling especially fit,
and your appearance likely reflects that.
You're looking for healthy activities that
also bring you pleasure, such as exercise
and proper diet. Find a cookbook full of
tasty recipes and use it. Your relations with
others should be warm, loving, and com-
panionable. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Love blossoms in close relationships as
communication flows freely. You're intuitive
by nature, Taurus, but today you feel espe-
cially attuned to others' thoughts, feelings,
needs, and desires. Don't be surprised if you
grow closer to those around you. Children,
in particular, should provide warmth and
love. If you're artistically inclined, start a
new project today.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Happiness reigns as you and your house-
hold embark on one or more projects
that could make your home more cheer-
ful, Gemini. Warm and companionable
conversations involve sharing interest-
ing information and bring you closer.
Visitors could come by and other people
could call with interesting news. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A conversation with someone in your
neighborhood could prove unexpectedly
pleasant and enjoyable. You might meet
new people and get closer to the ones you
already know. A lot of interesting and use-
ful information could be exchanged. There
might be a future get-together that you'll
want to attend, Cancer, so you have some-
thing to look forward to. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A pleasant surprise comes your way when
you receive either a present or small sum
of money, perhaps in the mail, Leo.
Someone will either pay you back a loan or
you could receive a gift for some small
service you performed for someone. You
could be tempted to turn that around and
buy a present for someone else. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Communication is likely to be warm,
informative, and companionable today,
Virgo, and you'll probably grow closer to
those around you because of it. Your inspi-
ration and imagination flow freely, and
you're likely to want to channel much of
your energy into creative projects. You may
also want to phone a friend who shares your
artistic interests.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

If you're musically or artistically inclined,
Libra, today you might have visions or
melodies in your head that simply cry out to
be written down. If you're a writer, you may
be filled with story ideas. Whatever your
creative interests, inspiration abounds. It's a
good idea to start working on these projects
today or they could disappear.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today should be busy with regard to com-
munication, Scorpio. Calls and emails to
people close to you may take up a lot of
your time. You could be organizing a
meeting or social event of some kind.
You're probably feeling optimistic and
enthusiastic, and you'll likely spread
these feelings to others. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

A meeting - virtual or otherwise - is like-
ly to happen during the course of the
working day, Sagittarius. This should
lead to pleasant and interesting conver-
sations, possibly involving philosophy,
spiritual matters, or the arts.
Communication should be clear and
open. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A message or phone call from someone
dear who lives far away could arrive today.
You've been thinking about this person for a
while, Capricorn, so don't be surprised if
you hear from him or her. You're especially
attuned to the thoughts and feelings of oth-
ers right now. In fact, you may feel espe-
cially inspired to work on projects of your
own, as ideas are likely to fill your head. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
aking the entertain-
ment quotient a
notch higher this

weekend Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s most loved
comedy show The Kapil
Sharma Show will be wel-
coming the cast of the po-
litical thriller series
'Maharani 2' - Huma
Qureshi, Sohum Shah,
Amit Sial, Pramod Pathak,
Dibyendu Bhattacharya
and Anuja Sathe. Enjoying
themselves to the fullest,
the cast will be seen getting
nostalgic on the show and
share their special child-
hood memories and fan
moments with host Kapil
Sharma this Sunday, 18th
September. During one
such conversation, actor
Amit Sial spills the beans
on how he once hurt his leg
while trying to imitate his
icon the ‘Shahenshah of

Bollywood’, Mr Amitabh
Bachchan.

Amit Sial went on to
share how Amitabh
Bachchan was an inspira-

tion for him to be an actor
and said, “Amitabh
Bachchan Saab was an in-
spiration for me. That era
in cinema was ruled by
Amitabh Bachchan. I still
remember in my home-
town in Kanpur there used
to be a talkie where we had
a shoe business and so we
used to get two tickets. My
brother and I used to go to
the movie first-day first
show.

After watching Amitabh
Bachchan on the big
screen, I would come out
and enact like Amitabh ji’s
character for around 2
Hours.” Amit also goes on
to show off his inner filmy
keeda and imitates
Amitabh Bachchan’s icon-
ic dialogue of the charac-
ter, Vijay Deenanath
Chauhan from Agneepath;
his outstanding perform-
ance got him a big round of

applause.
When Kapil talks about

how movies today, he said
earlier movies used to be
larger than life but now it
has become more realistic,
to which Amit Sial shared,
“They are still larger than
life only the presenting
process is changed now.
Once, I landed up breaking
my leg because of Mr
Amitabh Bachchan as I
was inspired by him as he
used to jump from the 25th
floor and used to land per-
fectly, when I was around 7
– 8 years old, I too tried it
one day and jumped with
my cousin and we broke
our knees. I was like if
Amitabhji can do it I too
can do it.” Listening to
this, Anuja too quips in be-
tween (laughs) and says
she has done the same
thing as she was big fan of
Shaktiman.”

‘Amitabh inspired him to be an actor’

U
n a n t i c i p a t e d
twists, lingering
mysteries and an

edge of the seat suspense
– veteran director Vikram
Bhatt has mastered the
art of bringing alive su-
pernatural horror and
crafty cliff-hangers that
leave you deducing – are
we all really safe? And
this September, &pictures
is bringing love and fear
ki ansuni kahaani with
his latest romantic tale
alongside a touch of su-
pernatural horror with
the World Television
Premiere of Judaa Hoke
Bhi on 17th September at
8pm. The film stars
Akshay Oberoi, Aindrita
Ray and Meherzan Mazda
in lead roles.

Directed by Vikram
Bhatt and written by
Mahesh Bhatt, the film
sees the two collaborating
after two decades and de-

picts emotions from both
ends of the spectrum and
unravels the mystery of
the world beyond our un-
derstanding. Judaa Hoke
Bhi is the first film in the
world to be shot entirely
in virtual production, in-
troducing a whole new
technology to India.

Vikram Bhatt who di-

rected the film said, “It's
always a special project
when Bhatt Saab is a part
of it. The film's title is
very much similar to my
real life dynamic with
him. It's a collaboration of
sorts that transcends our
professional boundaries.
We used computers to
make the entire movie.

Horror, as a genre, has al-
ways captivated me as a
viewer which is why I
often tend to portray that
on screen. As a storyteller,
I enjoy creating scenes
that increase curiosity
and intensity. Judaa Hoke
Bhi brings emotional
volatility, emotional
wreckage, mystical ele-

ments, and an unbreak-
able love that promises to
have you expecting the
unexpected” Aindrita
Ray while talking about
the film, said “As Meera,
what I liked most about
her was that she had her
own shortcomings, she
was more than ‘just a
wife’. The choices she
made as an individual re-
flected her independent
personality along with
her vulnerabilities. And I
think this is what the USP
of the Bhatts is. While
Vikram Bhatt has dabbled
with many genres, it is
the human vulnerability
at its core that defines his
storytelling. Meera res-
onated with me on a per-
sonal level, as she is per-
fectly flawed”

Tune in to Judaa Hoke
Bhi on &pictures on 17th
September at 8pm to find
out!

World TV premiere of  ‘Judaa Hoke Bhi’ on Sep 17

M
usician Himesh
Re s h a m m i y a ,
who is currently

seen among the panel of
judges on the singing re-
ality show 'Indian Idol 13',
was stunned to listen to
an amazing performance
by contestant Kavya
Limaye on Lata
Mangeshkar's emotional
and romantic track 'Agar
Mujhse Mohabbat Hai'
from 1964 movie 'Aap Ki
Parchhaiyan'.

Kavya is the daughter
of Gujarati singer Sachin
Limaye who known for
many devotional albums
like 'Gopala', 'Krishna
Kanha' and others.
Himesh said that he can
understand her pressure
of being a daughter of a
well-known singer as he
himself is a son of film
producer Vipin

Reshammiya. He said:
"You are Sachin's daugh-
ter. When you have fa-
mous parents, the pres-
sure automatically in-
creases. People keep a
watch on you to see if you
are doing better than

them or not. The struggle
is different. I can relate to
your pressure, and I feel
that you are doing a fabu-
lous job. Keep singing and
make everyone proud."

While responding to
him, Kavya added: "I am
extremely happy to have
been selected through the
on-ground auditions and
perform in front of such
eminent Judges. Being
the daughter of such a
huge singing star can cer-
tainly be overwhelming
but at the same time,
through the journey of
Indian Idol, my aim is to
make a name for myself
and make my family
proud." The singing reali-
ty show is judged by
Himesh Reshammiya,
Neha Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani. It airs on Sony
Entertainment Industry.

Himesh Reshammiya: Pressure automatically
increases when you have famous parents

A
ctress and wife of
c r i c k e t e r
Harbhajan Singh

Geeta Basra, who was
last seen in films such as
'Bhaiyyaji Superhit' and
'Second Hand Husband',
is all set to make a come-
back after six years with
the upcoming movie
'Notary'. She will be seen
starring opposite noted
Bengali actor
Parambrata Chatterjee.
The film is directed by
Pawan Wadeyar and is
expected to go on floors
from October.

Geeta, who was on a
maternity break and was
holidaying with her fami-
ly in Dubai, says: It was
an incredible trip, we

ended up spending some
quality time with each
other. With Bhajji's busy
schedule and Hinaya's
school, we rarely get to
do this and now with my
upcoming film we don't
know when we would get
a chance like this.

"Even during Hinaya's
Diwali vacations, I am
shooting, so with these
five days off, I made it a
point that we go on a fam-
ily holiday and we made
the most of it."

Geeta married Indian
cricketer Harbhajan
Singh in October 2015 in
Punjab. The couple has a
daughter, Hinaya Heer
Plaha, and a son Jovan
Veer Singh Plaha.

Geeta Basra
announces comeback
to films after 6 years

A
ctor Anil Kapoor
shared that in his
initial years in

Hindi cinema he was inse-
cure about actor Jackie
Shroff, with whom he has
worked in films such as
'Andar Baahar', 'Karma'
and 'Parinda', among
many others.

Anil made the revela-
tion in 'Koffee With Karan'
Season 7, where he was ac-
companied with his
'JugJugg Jeeyo' co-actor
Varun Dhawan.

Amid the show, the host
Karan Johar questioned
Anil about nepotism, a
word that was introduced
by actress Kangana
Ranaut in the chat show it-
self. She had called the
filmmaker the "flag-bearer
of nepotism" in Bollywood
and also "movie mafia".

Anil shared: "I don't take
it seriously. You just keep

on doing your work and
your work speaks. If you
are an actor you can't pass
on the legacy to your
brother or your son. It's ei-
ther you have it or you
don't have it."

Anil added: "When I
started my career at that
time it was of course
Sunny (Deol), there was
Sanju (Sanjay Dutt)."

Anil Kapoor reveals he was
insecure about Jackie Shroff
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New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI):

Defending champions
India produced a clinical
performance to retain
their SAFF U-17
Championship title as
they crushed a 10-man
Nepal 4-0 in the final in
Colombo.

Boby Singh, Korou
Singh, captain Vanlalpeka
Guite, and Aman scored a
goal each, to shape a re-
sounding victory in India's
favour. In the group
league, Nepal had defeated
India 3-1.

However, in the final,
India looked a side eager
to take a complete charge
of the proceedings right
from the word go. They got
off the blocks early in the
match, looking to find the
gaps in the Nepal defence,
and managed to get the
lead in the 18th minute
through Boby, who headed
it into the goal at the far
post, after a good piece of
play between Ricky Meetei
and Guite, as the latter
sailed a cross towards the
eventual goalscorer.

Guite was in the thick of

things again 12 minutes
later, getting another as-
sist to his name, as he
played a through ball to
Korou Singh, who just had
to round the keeper and
slot it home. The second
goal meant that Nepal
began attacking the
Indian half with a lot
more urgency, but the
Indian midfield was man-
aging to frustrate their ef-
forts. The frustration
came to the surface in the
39th minute, when Nepal
captain Prashant Laksam
elbowed Danny Laishram

in the back after the two
tangled up in a challenge
an action that was
straightaway awarded
with a red card by the ref-
eree. With the man advan-
tage, India saw out the rest
of the first half, before re-
suming the proceedings
after the change of ends.
Soon enough, Guite netted
a goal of his own in the
63rd minute, when his
cross from the left swerved
into the top corner, hand-
ing India a 3-0 lead.

Nepal's second half sub-
stitute Dhan Singh did cre-
ate a couple of chances for
his side in the closing min-
utes, but the one man ad-
vantage meant that India
were able to thwart the ef-
forts. At the other end,
India's second half substi-
tute Aman added salt into
the wounds in injury time,
netting the fourth goal,
after he was set through
behind the Nepal defence.

The result was beyond
doubt by the end, as India
successfully defended
their title.

India skipper Guite was
named the Most Valuable
Player of the Tournament,
while goalkeeper Sahil
won the Best Goalkeeper
awards.

India sweep past 10-man
Nepal to lift SAFF U-17 title

Haifa, Sep 15 (AP):

Lionel Messi and Kylian
Mbappe set each other up
and Neymar added a late
goal, adding gloss to an oth-
erwise disappointing per-
formance as Paris Saint-
Germain won 3-1 at
Maccabi Haifa in the
Champions League.

After Maccabi midfielder
Tjaronn Chery volleyed in
a cross in the 24th minute,
Messi gave a sloppy PSG

side a much-needed equal-
izer from Mbappe's cross
from the right in the 37th.

We fell asleep a bit and
conceded the first goal.
Then we were able to make
the difference after that,"
Mbappe said. I hope all
three of us continue to
score because it means we'll
win games. Messi's exquis-
itely weighted pass then
sent Mbappe running down
the left in the 69th, and he
clipped the ball into the bot-

tom right corner for his
third goal in two group
games.

Neymar latched onto
Marco Verratti's lofted pass
from midfield in the 88th,
controlled the ball on his
right thigh and drilled it in
to end a barren run in the
Champions League dating
back to December 2020.

PSG tops Group H with
six points along with
Benfica, which won 2-1 at
Juventus in the other game.

But this was a disjointed
PSG performance at times
against a Maccabi side in-
spired by the silky Chery.

We need to work hard
and we need to improve
quickly in the way we play,
Mbappe told broadcaster
Canal Plus. Wearing the
No. 10 jersey but far less il-
lustrious than PSG's No. 10,
Neymar Chery went close
to making it 2-0 on the
stroke of halftime.

With some brilliant im-
provisation that Neymar
would have been proud of,
Chery juggled the ball three
times and then hit a fizzing
25-meter shot that PSG
goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma palmed
away low down.

Mbappe missed a chance
early on when he tried and
failed to round Maccabi's
goalkeeper Joshua Cohen.
Donnarumma then made a
low save before the home
side struck first.

When PSG carelessly lost
the ball in midfield yet
again 39 times in the first 30
minutes Maccabi moved it
quickly to the right. Dolev
Haziza whipped in a cross
that Chery expertly
volleyed in with his left foot
from close range past a
stranded Donnarumma.

Mbappe, Messi, Neymar rescue
PSG after Maccabi early shock

Maccabi Haifa's French defender Pierre Cornud (R) marks Paris Saint-Germain's French forward
Kylian Mbappe during the UEFA Champions League group H football match between Israel's Maccabi
Haifa and France's Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) at the Sammy Ofer stadium in the city of Haifa.

Kolkata, Sep 15 (PTI):

Former New Zealand
spinner Daniel Vettori
feels R Ashwin's ability to
adapt quickly and his vast
knowledge of the
Australian conditions will
help him during the T20
World Cup.

When it comes to pace
and bouncy pitches Down
Under, spin bowlers are
not that effective and India
have the likes of Ashwin,
Yuzvendra Chahal and
Axar Patel in their ranks
for the ICC event in
October-November.

"We all know Ashwin
has been exceptional in
Tests. The thing for him is
he's coming off a great
IPL, and he's obviously in-
cluded in the T20 squad for
India," the former New
Zealand captain, who is
here to play the second edi-
tion of the Legends
League Cricket, told re-
porters.

"He's one of those guys
who's very adaptable, he
understands what he
needs to do in all situa-
tions. I think if he's picked
he will know how to per-

form. He's been to
Australia on a number of
occasions," the 43-year-old
said.

With Ravindra Jadeja
injured, Ashwin can fit the
bill for the spin-bowling
all-rounder spot in the up-
coming T20 World Cup, he
said.

"India does have a
plethora of spin bowlers, a
lot to choose from. The fact
that most of the spinners
are all-rounders as well I
think that sets him apart
and give the team a good
balance." The former left-

arm spin legend further
said the key to success for
a spinner in Australia is to
bowl more topspin and get
bounce like the way
Nathan Lyon does for the
home side.

"The best chap to see
would be Nathan Lyon and
the way he bowls on
Australian wickets. His
ability to get bounce
through top spin, I think
that's where he sets him-
self apart.

"Countries like New
Zealand, Australia and
England to a lesser degree,
it's about the drift and the
amount of topspin you get
on the ball.

"Someone like Lyon has
been so successful, be-
cause of his seam release.
It's almost a topspin re-
lease and he gets that
bounce.

"In the sub-continent,
you can rely on the wicket
doing a bit more work for
you. But the key to success
in Australia, is the ability
to probably get more top
spin than side spin which
happens more and more in
the sub-continent," he ex-
plained.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI):

Experienced hockey
midfielder Namita Toppo,
who has played more than
150 international matches
after making her senior
India debut in 2012, on
Thursday decided to call
time on her career.

The 27-year-old Toppo,
hailing from Sundargarh
District of Odisha, was
part of the Indian team
that won bronze and silver
medals in the 2014 and
2018 Asian Games respec-
tively.

"The last 10 years have
definitely been the best
years of my life. I had a
dream to play for my coun-
try at the biggest stages
and I am so happy that I
have been able to achieve
my dreams," Toppo said in
a Hockey India release.

"I hope I have made a
huge impact and I am very
thrilled to see the way the
Indian Women's Hockey
Team has progressed in
the last decade. I will keep
cheering and supporting
for the team while I move
on to a new chapter in my
life."

Toppo is a product of

the Sports Hostel,
Panposh, Rourkela. She
first represented her state
team in 2007 and her per-
formances in domestic
competitions saw her get-
ting selected for U-18 Girls
Asia Cup in Bangkok,
Thailand in 2011 where
India won a bronze medal.
She was first selected to
represent the senior na-
tional team in 2012 in the
FIH Champions Challenge
I in Dublin.

She was a part of the
Indian junior team which
won bronze at the 2013 FIH
Women's Junior World

Cup in M nchengladbach,
Germany. Toppo took part
in major tournaments like
FIH Women's World
League Round 2 in 2013
where India won gold, 3rd
Women's Asian
Champions Trophy in 2013
where India won a silver.

She also took part in the
2014 Commonwealth
Games, 2014 Asian Games
where India won a bronze
and the 2016 Rio Olympics.

Hockey India congratu-
lated the two-time Asian
Games medallist for her
contribution to the port in
the country's game.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI):

Former Pakistan umpire
Asad Rauf has died after
suffering a cardiac arrest in
Lahore. He was 66.

Rauf had made his first
appearance as an umpire in
international cricket in
2000. He officiated in 64
Tests (49 as on-field umpire
and 15 as TV umpire), 139
ODIs and 28 T20Is and was
one of Pakistan's leading
umpires in the mid 2000s.

His family members con-
firmed that he suffered a
cardiac arrest on
Wednesday night and was
taken to a hospital but he
died there.

He had not been feeling
well for the last couple of
days while running his
business and came home
early. Doctors say he had a
cardiac arrest, his brother
said from Lahore.

He will be buried in
Lahore near his home on
Thursday evening.

Rauf, who was also an ac-
complished first class bat-
ter and toured with the
Pakistan team without
playing a Test or an inter-
national match before turn-
ing to umpiring, also offici-
ated in 11 women's T20

games. "Saddened to hear
about passing of Asad Rauf.
Not only was he a good um-
pire but also had a wicked
sense of humour. He always
put a smile on my face and
will continue to do so when-
ever I think about him.
Many sympathies with his
family for their loss,"
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) President Ramiz
Raja tweeted.

Rauf, who had played 71
first-class matches for
National Bank and
Railways before taking up
umpiring, was appointed in
the ICC elite panel in April
2006. Once considered a top
umpire alongside compatri-
ot Aleem Dar, Rauf fell
from grace when the Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) banned him in
early 2016 for involvement
in corruption and miscon-
duct during the Indian
Premier League.

India women’s hockey team midfielder
Namita Toppo announces retirement

Vettori backs ‘adaptable’
Ashwin to do well in T20 WC

Melbourne, Sep 15 (PTI):

Australian women's
cricket team star batter and
vice- captain Rachel
Haynes on Thursday an-
nounced her retirement
from international cricket,
bringing the curtains down
on an illustrious career.

The 35-year-old southpaw,
who made her internation-
al debut back in 2009, repre-
sented her country in six
Tests, 77 ODIs, and 84 T20Is.

"To all the teammates
across my career, you are
the reason I've played as
long as I have. You've in-
spired me to be better every
day. I've learnt something
from all of you, on and off
the field," Haynes said in a
statement.

"You've challenged me as
a player, helped me grow as
a person and most impor-
tantly, made cricket fun,"
she added.

Haynes is the ninth high-
est run-getter for Australia
in both the limited overs
formats, having scored 2585
runs in ODIs at an average
of 39.76 and 850 runs in

T20Is, averaging 26.56.
She has served as

Australia's vice-captain
since 2018. Since then,
Australia have bagged three
World Cups -- one 50-over
and two T20 -- and also a
gold medal at the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games this
year. "One of the great
things about having a long
career is watching those
around you develop. I'm ex-
tremely proud of the way
this team has brought play-
ers in and nurtured their

development," she said.
"The ability to help play-

ers transition smoothly has
been instrumental to our
team's success. To be a
leader within this environ-
ment has been the greatest
privilege of my career," she
added. Haynes, however,
will continue to play in the
Women's Big Bash League
with the Sydney Thunder
from next month but will
not be part of the New
South Wales team's domes-
tic campaign, starting next
week.

T20 World Cup
clash between

India and Pakistan
sold out: ICC

Dubai, Sept 15 (PTI):

The ICC T20 World Cup match
between India and Pakistan has
been sold out as over 500,000
fans have already booked their
place to attend the showpiece
event in Australia, starting
October 16.
The clash between the arch-
rivals, scheduled at the MCG on
October 23, is sold out, "with
additional standing room tickets
snapped up within minutes of
going on sale."
"An official re-sale platform will
be launched closer to the event,
where fans can exchange tick-
ets at face value," ICC said in a
release. The ICC said "fans
from 82 different countries have
purchased tickets to watch the
world's best players from 16
international teams, marking
the return of full stadiums at
ICC events for the first time
since the Women's T20 World
Cup in 2020, which culminated
with 86,174 fans for the final at
the MCG." "Current ticket allo-
cations are also all sold for the
double-header at the SCG on 27
October featuring South Africa
v Bangladesh and India v Group
A runner-up. Fans are encour-
aged to join the waitlist in the
event of additional tickets
becoming available."

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI):

India's Ritu Phogat
feels mental strength is as
important as physical fit-
ness in Mixed Martial
Arts (MMA).

The Indian wrestler-
turned-MMA fighter will
return to the Circle at
ONE 161: Petchmorakot
vs. Tawanchai.

She will take on home
favourite and former
ONE Women's
Strawweight World Title
challenger Tiffany Teo in
Singapore on September
29.

"To win, I try to stick to
my plan, which is very
important," Phogat, who
has an impressive 7-2
record, said.

"Being mentally strong
is more important than
being physically strong
during matches," she
added. The 28-year-old
was last in action in the
final of the ONE Women's
Atomweight World Grand
Prix in December last

year, where she lost.
"The last loss didn't af-

fect me mentally at all.
Winning and losing is a
part and parcel of the
game, I have endured it
during my wrestling days.
It pushed me to work
harder."

Phogat, who is return-
ing after an injury layoff,
is looking forward to her
fight to Toe.

"The best thing is that
she is number one con-
tender and she has chal-
lenged me. Hopefully I
can beat her in her home."

"I intend to show a dif-
ferent side of me in this
match. Applying the prin-
ciple of fearless combat
handed down to me by my
father, I will relentlessly
apply my techniques and
not give my opponent a
chance to attack."

ONE 161: Petchmorakot
vs. Tawanchai features a
stacked card of hard-hit-
ting bouts showcasing
MMA, Muay Thai, and
kickboxing.

Mental strength as 
important as physical 

fitness in MMA: Ritu Phogat

Australia vice-captain Rachel
Haynes announces retirement

from international cricket

Former Pakistan umpire Asad
Rauf dies of cardiac arrest

‘Snakes’ are ‘saviours’ of
this police station in Kerala

Idukki (Kerala), Sep 15 (PTI): 

Police personnel are gen-
erally considered as the
watchdogs of society. But,
it is no exaggeration to say
that snakes, that too rubber
replicas of the real ones,
have become saviours of
the law enforcers in Kerala.
In a forest-fringe police sta-
tion in the high-range
Idukki, they struck upon a
unique idea to shield them-
selves from the monkey
menace.

The personnel use repli-
cas of snakes around the
Cumbummettu police sta-
tion that is located on the
Kerala-Tamil Nadu border
here to scare the troops

away. This trick has been a
success at least till now.
The China-made snakes,
which resemble the real
reptiles, could be seen lying
in various spots, including
on the grille of the police
station building, branches
of the trees nearby and so
on. The police personnel
experimented with the use
of the replicas as per the
advice of a local estate
keeper who was doing the
same thing to keep stray
animals at bay.
Cumbummettu sub-inspec-
tor P K Lalbhai said no
monkey has dared to come
anywhere near the station,
particularly, after seeing
the rubber snakes. The

troop mistakes them for the
real ones! "We were told
that there won't be any
more monkey menace if
the rubber snakes were tied
in places where they usual-
ly come in large numbers.
There has been no menace
after that experiment," he
said. Sunish, another po-
liceman, said the monkeys
have been posing several
difficulties at the station for
some years. "They used to
come as group, roam
around the station premis-
es and even destroy the veg-
etable garden in our com-
pound. But, after fixing the
rubber snakes, their ar-
rival has decreased re-
markably," he told PTI.

‘CM can sack me, will not step down unless asked by my party’
Patna, Sept 15 (PTI): 

Bihar Agriculture
Minister Sudhakar Singh
Thursday said that Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
could "sack" him for his
perceived defiance but he
will not step down unless
asked to do so by the top
leadership of his party, the
RJD. Singh, who was sworn
in and given the key portfo-
lio barely a month ago, said
he is ready to explain to the
chief minister the prob-
lems faced by the agricul-
ture department and de-
nied having stormed out of
the cabinet meeting as
claimed by Kumar.

If the CM wants to meet
me and discuss issues
raised by me, I will certain-
ly meet him. But I have not

received any communica-
tion from the chief minis-
ter's office regarding the
meeting so far, he told PTI. I
stand by what I have said. I
have raised the issue of
rampant corruption in my
department and I still stick
to that. I am not amending
my statement ... People
have chosen me and I will
continue to fight for them.
It is up to the chief minis-
ter to judge whether my
comments are right or
wrong, Singh said.

Being the leader of the
cabinet, it is Kumar's pre-
rogative to sack him or ask
him to resign from the
council of ministers. "But I
will go by the decision
taken by my party's (RJD)
top leadership. The final de-
cision about the fate of my

ministerial berth will be
taken by my party chief,
Lalu Prasad Yadav and
Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav, he averred.
Singh's assertions came a
day after Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar told
reporters on Wednesday
that he had tried to enquire

from him (Sudhakar) about
his grievances. Instead of
replying he stormed out,"
Kumar had said when
asked about reports of the
agriculture minister hav-
ing created a scene at the
cabinet meeting on
Tuesday. The issue was not
discussed at all even after
the cabinet meeting. In
fact, the issues that I have
raised are not related to my
department alone. Those
can be sorted out only by
the chief minister since he
is the chairman of the gov-
erning body of Bihar Vikas
Mission (BVM), Singh
said. The BVM was consti-
tuted to ensure the imple-
mentation of the state gov-
ernment's welfare
schemes in mission mode,
fixation of priorities, mon-

itoring of achievements
against the targets of pro-
grammes and other reso-
lutions of its seven re-
solves for developing
Bihar within the schemes
of good governance, agri-
culture road map, Mission
Manav Vikas and infra-
structure development
and industrial incentives.

When Bihar is facing a
drought-like situation, the
data compiled by my de-
partment and the rainfall
reports give a contradicto-
ry picture. In most of the
districts paddy fields are
dry and have developed
huge fissures but the de-
partment has come out
with a figure that shows the
transplantation of paddy
seedlings in 86 per cent of
the total targeted land.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Around two-thirds of
people in India say cli-
mate change has al-
ready had a severe effect
in the areas where they
live and it is likely that
their families will be
displaced from their
homes in the next 25
years, according to a
new survey conducted
for the World Economic
Forum.

The survey was con-
ducted among 23,507
people in 34 countries
between July 22 and
August 5 on Ipsos's
Global Advisor online
survey platform.

On an average, more
than half (56 per cent) of
all adults surveyed in the
34 countries said climate
change has already had a
severe effect in the areas
where they live.

Twenty-two countries
show a majority report-
ing that they have al-
ready been severely im-
pacted by climate
change, including nine
countries where it ex-
ceeds two-thirds of all
those surveyed: Mexico
(75 per cent), Hungary
(74 per cent), Turkey (74
per cent), Colombia (72
per cent), Spain (71 per
cent), Italy (70 per cent),
India (69 per cent), Chile
(69 per cent) and France
(68 per cent).

More than seven in 10
(71 per cent) expect that
climate change will
have a severe effect in
their areas over the next
10 years. In India, 76 per
cent of those surveyed
said so.

Concern about being
severely impacted by cli-
mate change in the next
decade is expressed by

most people in every
country surveyed -- from
52 per cent in Malaysia
to more than 80 per cent
in Portugal, Mexico,
Hungary, Turkey, Chile,
South Korea, Spain, and
Italy.

One-third (35 per cent)
expect to be displaced
from their homes as a
result of climate change
in the next 25 years.

This is expressed by
almost two-thirds in
India (65 per cent) and
Turkey (64 per cent) and
almost half in Malaysia
(49 per cent), Brazil (49
per cent), Spain (46 per
cent) and South Africa
(45 per cent).

In contrast, fewer
than one in four say so
in Sweden (17 per cent),
Argentina (21 per cent),
the Netherlands (21 per
cent) and Poland (23 per
cent).

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

After two years of sub-
dued festivities due to
COVID-19, the lawns of the
Red Fort will witness a
roaring comeback of
Ramlila celebrations with a
budget of a whopping Rs 5
crore to give people "a life-
time experience", organis-
ers of the event said on
Thursday.

There is a 100-per cent
surge in the spending for
the celebrations as com-
pared to the pre-Covid
times, making it the high-
est-budgeted Ramlila at the
Red Fort so far, they added.
The 10-day event will be or-

ganised at the Red Fort
ground by the Lav Kush
Ramila Committee from
September 26 to October 5.
Ramlila, meaning "Rama's
play", is a performance of
the Ramayana in a series
of scenes that include
songs, narration, recital
and dialogues.

This will be the first time
after the Covid outbreak
that Ramlila will be taking
place on such a large scale,
according to the organis-
ers. What makes this year's
Ramlila special is the
events that are being or-
ganised preceding the actu-
al 10-day enactment of the
Ramayana from
September 26.

The events, including a
health camp on Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's
birthday (September 17),
will also be part of the cele-
brations. The organisers
said there has been a lot of
excitement and zeal among
people and that has boosted
the donations.

"This year, Ramlila is
being organised at a very
grand level. As after Covid,
it is being held for the first
time on such a large scale,
people are coming forward
to donate. This year, the
budget will be Rs 5 crore.
During pre-Covid times, it
was Rs 2.5 crore, which is a
100-per cent rise," Lav
Kush Ramlila Committee
president Arjun Kumar
told PTI.

This year, the focus is not
only on the 10-day recita-

tion of the Ramayana but
the events preceding the
Ramlila are also being or-
ganised with great ferven-
cy. "This year's budget is
high because we are organ-
ising the event on a bigger
scale and events are also
being organised on the
sidelines of the Ramlila,"
Kumar said.

The celebrations will
begin from September 17
on the occasion of the
prime minister's birthday.
A health camp will be or-
ganised where eye check-
ups and cataract operations
will be performed for free
and differently-abled peo-
ple will be provided with
free artificial limbs. Kumar
said the event will be at-
tended by Union Health

Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya.

"Free medication will be
provided and people will be
given free checkups.
Children will be given bags
and there will be gifts for
women. It will be a large
event and we are expecting
tens of thousands of people
to attend it," he added.

Kumar said several other
events will be organised
until September 26, when
the actual Ramlila will
commence. "On September
18, Mahavir Jayanti will be
celebrated for which Jain
seers have been invited.
This event is also being
held on a large scale. More
events are lined up for
September 21, 22, 24 and
25," he said.

Mumbai, Sep 15 (PTI): 

All 288 swab samples
tested during the 15th
genome sequencing series
in Mumbai have been
found infected with the
Omicron sub-variants of
coronavirus, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) said on
Thursday. In a release is-
sued during the day, it said
the samples were collected
between June 12 and
September 1, adding that
all of the patients had al-
ready recovered.

Out of the 288 samples,
106 samples (37 per cent)

had the BA.2.75 variant, 96
(33 per cent) were of the
BA.2.75.1 variant, and 60
(21 per cent) were found
with BA. 2.75.2 variant.

"Apart from this, six
samples each were found
with BA.5.2 and BJ.1 vari-
ants, four samples of BA
2.76 variant, three samples
of BA 2 variant, two of
BA.1 variant and one each
of BA.2.10.4, BA.2.74,
BA.5.1, BE.1 and BE.3 vari-
ants," the release said.

Giving details of the 288
patients from whom the
samples were collected, the
civic body said 91 (32 per
cent) were in the 21-40 age

group, 84 (29 per cent) in
the 61-80 age group, 77 (27
per cent) in the 41-60 age
group, 26 (9 per cent) were
above 81 years of age and
10 (3 per cent) patients
were in the sub-20 years
segment.

Of this 10, a total of
three patients were in the
0-3 age group and seven in
the 0-18 age group, it added.
The release also highlight-
ed that two patients out of
288 had not taken a single
dose of the coronavirus
vaccine, 84 (29 per cent)
had taken just one jab, and
202 (70 per cent) had taken
both doses.

‘Need for value-based education,
creation of talent pool’

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Thursday
called upon the CBSE to
institute an advisory
framework for encourag-
ing value-based education
in schools for creating a
talent pool ready for chal-
lenges of life and commit-
ted to national progress
and global welfare.

Noting that the educa-
tion system must be
aligned to national priori-
ties, Pradhan said social
transformation is one of
the key goals of education
and value-based educa-
tion is important for
building a future ready
generation.

He made the comments
at the launch of
Ramakrishna Mission's
"Awakening" programme
for students of classes I to

V. "I called upon the
Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) to institute an ad-
visory framework for en-
couraging value-based ed-
ucation in all schools
from Balvatika to class
XII for creating a talent
pool ready for the chal-
lenges of life and commit-
ted to national progress
and global welfare.

"The National
Education Policy (NEP) is

deeply inspired by the
philosophy of Swami
Vivekananda. From
Swami Vivekananda to
Sri Aurobindo and
Mahatma Gandhi, many
of our greats envisioned
an education system that
is progressive and rooted
in our civilizational val-
ues to take the country
forward.

"Social transformation
is one of the key goals of
education. Values and wis-

dom are more important
than material wealth.
Value-based education is
important for building a
future-ready and socially
conscious generation," he
added. Pradhan further
said Ramakrishna Mission
has a legacy of imparting
applied education.

"At a time when we are
implementing NEP 2020, it
must also lay emphasis on
creating such value-based
educational programmes
for classes 9 to 12 in addi-
tion to creating pro-
grammes for classes 1 to 8.

"Our education system
must be aligned to nation-
al priorities. We have to
create 21st century citi-
zens capable of taking
global responsibilities.
NEP 2020 with focus on a
teacher-led holistic educa-
tion system for students is
a step in that direction,"
he added.
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An artist creates a rangoli of Mokshagundam Vishveshwaraya on the occasion of Engineers Day, in Bengaluru, Thursday.

ART WITH A MESSAGE

BJP Mahila Morcha activists participate in a bike rally organised as part of the upcoming Hyderabad Liberation Day cele-
brations, near Charminar in Hyderabad, Thursday.

HYD LIBERATION DAY

̈ After 2 years

Dharmendra Pradhan

Mumbai Genome Sequencing

All 288 samples detected with
Omicron sub-variants

Ramlila to make grand comeback on Red Fort lawns 

‘69 % people in India seeing
severe effects of climate change’

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM
‘No stigma attached
to word ‘anaath’, no
need to change it’

Mumbai, Sep 15 (PTI):
There is no social stigma
attached to the word
'anaath' that means orphan
and hence there is no need
to change it at all, the
Bombay High Court said
on Thursday while dismiss-
ing a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL). A division bench
of Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice Madhav
Jamdar was hearing the
PIL filed by NGO Swanath
Foundation seeking for the
word 'anaath' to be changed
to 'swanath'.

The plea claimed that
children who have lost
their parents already face a
vulnerable situation and
the word 'anaath' reflects as
a needy, helpless and de-
prived child. The word
'swanath' would mean a self
reliant and confident child.
The bench, however, said
that this was not a case
where the court ought to in-
tervene. "Sometimes we,
too, have to draw a 'laksh-
man rekha' and not inter-
vene in every matter," C J
Datta said.



Shot dead 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 38-year-old
ambulance driver was
shot dead on Thursday
morning allegedly by
two unidentified people
in southwest Delhi's
Jafarpur Kalan, police
said. An incident of mur-
der was reported around
9.30 am in Jafarpur
Kalan area on a road
connecting Samaspur
Khalsa and Kazipur vil-
lages, they said.

Arrested
TThhaannee:: A jewellery shop
chain owner was arrested
in Maharashtra's Thane
city for allegedly duping
more than 1,200 persons to
the tune of Rs 57.89 crore,
a police official said on
Thursday. Shrikumar
Shankara Pillai, who had
several gold and diamond
outlets in several towns of
Maharashtra, was arrested
by the Crime Branch's
Economic Offences Wing
on Tuesday, he said.

Hearing 
BBuuddaauunn:: A court here fixed
October 4 as the next date
for hearing a plea seeking
permission to offer
prayers at the Jama Masjid
Shamsi, claimed to have
been built at a place
where once a Shiva tem-
ple stood, officials said.
The plea was heard in the
court of Civil Judge
(Senior Division) Vijay
Kumar Gupta on Thursday,
said Hindu Mahasabha's
advocate Brijpal.

Acquitted 
TThhaannee:: Sixteen persons
were acquitted by a
Thane court in an unlaw-
ful assembly and rioting
case. The sixteen per-
sons, including women,
were accused of attack-
ing a couple of houses in
Rabodi during Navratri
on September 29, 2008
with stones and
indulging in arson.

Busted
JJaammsshheeddppuurr:: An inter-state
gang involved in looting
banks, including about Rs
1.5 crore in cash and gold
jewellery from a national-
ized bank in Jamshedpur,
was busted with the arrest
of three of its members, a
senior police official said.
Two of the seven gang
members involved in the
August 18 Jamshedpur
bank loot have fled the
country with the booty,
the official said.

Convicted 
MMaadduurraaii:: The Madras High
Court on Thursday convict-
ed a well-known Youtuber,
A Sankar alias 'Savukku'
Sankar, for criminal con-
tempt and sentenced him
to six months' imprison-
ment. The case was taken
on its own against Sankar
by the court.
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An artist prepares an idol of
Goddess Durga ahead of

Durga Puja festival, Thursday.
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Nagpur, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Army chief General
Manoj Pande on
Thursday said India's de-
pendence on imported
technologies for defence
has emerged as a "strate-
gic vulnerability", and
stressed the need for self-
sufficiency in the sector,
saying country's security
can neither be outsourced
nor be dependent on the
largesse of others.

Hostile and nuclear-
armed neighbours and de-
velopments on the coun-
try's borders with China
have reinforced the need
to maintain modern, agile
and technologically em-
powered armed forces at
all times, he said while
highlighting the need to
possess modern techno-
logical capabilities.

In his video message ad-
dressed to the students of
Visvesvaraya National
Institute of Technology
(VNIT) Nagpur on the oc-
casion of its 20th convoca-
tion, Gen Pande also said
that India's security envi-
ronment is defined by a
combination of legacy
challenges of disputed
borders and emerging
threats in new domains of
cyber, space and the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum.

"India has hostile, nu-
clear-armed neighbours
and an unstable neigh-
bourhood. Developments
on our northern borders
with China over the past
two years, including the
clash at Galwan, have re-
inforced the need to main-
tain modern, agile and
technologically empow-
ered armed forces at all
times. Our dependence on
imported technologies for
defence and security has
emerged as a strategic
vulnerability," he said.
Today's security is found-
ed on technological
prowess. There is no
country willing to share
the latest, state of art
technologies, he said.

The security of the na-
tion can neither be out-
sourced, nor be dependent
on the largesse of others.
Self sufficiency in critical
technologies is a strategic
imperative that can no
longer be ignored, the

Chief of the Army Staff
said. "Within a short peri-
od, an entire ecosystem of
start-ups supporting the
defence industry has
come up in the country.
This a very reassuring de-
velopment, through
which the vision of 'at-
manirbharta' (self-suffi-
ciency) will soon be a real-
ity. There is a long way to
go, but we are moving
steadily on the right
track," he said. The spiral
of technological cycles
and emergence of disrup-
tive technologies is ex-
ceedingly fast in today's
world. Quantum comput-
ing, artificial intelligence,
machine learning, nan-
otechnology, 5G and the
internet of things, to
name a just a few, are rev-
olutionising all sectors of
national endeavour. These
technologies are also
transforming the 'charac-
ter' of future wars, he
added.

Bilaspur, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The Chhattisgarh High
Court has issued notices to
the state government and
others, seeking their replies
over a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) that high-
lighted the menace of 'so-
cial boycott' allegedly
prevalent in the state.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami and Justice
Deepak Kumar Tiwari on
Wednesday served notices
to the state chief secretary,
home secretary, director
general of police (DGP),
legal services authority,
Collectors and
Superintendents of Police
(SPs) of six districts, and
station house officers
(SHOs) of the concerned
police stations seeking

their replies within 10
weeks, petitioners' lawyer
Rajani Soren said on
Thursday.

The PIL filed by two or-
ganisations - Guru
Ghasidas Sevadar Sangh
and Kanooni Margdarshan
Kendra - which have been
providing social and legal
support to victims of social
boycott, cited 15 cases of so-
cial ostracism in six dis-
tricts- Raipur, Janjgir-

Champa, Dhamtari,
Kanker, Raigarh and
Balodabazar of the state,
she said.

The petitioners contend-
ed that there are multiples
cases of social torture and
economic boycott regis-
tered at various police sta-
tions in the state, particu-
larly in rural areas. People
are subjected to social and
economic boycott in their
community or village for

inter-caste marriage, reli-
gious freedom or personal
enmity. Such extra-judicial
pronouncements are a vio-
lation of the fundamental
rights guaranteed in part III
of the Constitution of
India, she said.

The administration and
police have not been taking
appropriate action in these
cases, due to which people
had to face harassment and
are deprived of livelihood
earning means through so-
cial boycott. Social boycott
is implemented through the
panchayat whip, whereby
noncompliance by commu-
nity members results in im-
position of penalty, she
said. The petitioners have
sought directions from the
high court to the respon-
dents to take action in these
specified cases.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The CBI on Thursday
conducted searches at six
locations in Delhi and
Kolkata at the premises of
two software companies in
connection with the West
Bengal School Service
Commission (SSC) scam, of-
ficials said.

It is alleged that records
were manipulated to favour
candidates in the appoint-
ment of teachers which has
brought the role of the com-
panies under scanner, they
said.

The searches were con-
ducted at the offices of ND
Infosystems Pvt Ltd and
NYSA communications Pvt
Ltd along with residential
premises of their propri-
etors Niladri Das and

Puniit Kumar respectively,
they said. It is alleged that
the companies were in-
volved in the OMR sheets
evaluation, the CBI said.

The CBI on May 18 had
filed an FIR against the
then West Bengal minister
of state for education
Paresh Chandra Adhikary
and his daughter Ankita
Adhikary on the directions
of Calcutta High Court in
connection with a case of
alleged illegal appointment
of his daughter as a teacher
in a state government-aided
school, an official said.

It is alleged that the re-
sults of assistant teachers
recruitment examination
were manipulated to ac-
commodate Ankita by de-
moting deserving candi-
dates in the merit list.

Patna, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, who is try-
ing to forge "opposition
unity" after walking out of
the NDA, on Thursday
promised special category
status, which he has been
demanding for his state, to
"all backward states".

Kumar, the JD(U)'s de
facto leader who had
snapped ties with the BJP
last month accusing it of
trying to break his party,
made the averment here in
reply to a query from jour-

nalists on the sidelines of a
function.

"If we get a chance to
form the next government
at the Centre, all backward
states will get special cate-
gory status. There is no
reason why it cannot be
done," said Kumar, who is
now ruling the state as part
of a seven-party coalition
that comprises RJD,
Congress and the Left.

Notably, Kumar has been

demanding special status
for Bihar, citing loss of rev-
enue and mineral wealth
upon creation of
Jharkhand, for nearly two
decades. He has on many
occasions shown the will-
ingness to "support any
government at the Centre"
that fulfilled the demand.

The JD(U) leader, who
last week met many key po-
litical figures opposed to
the BJP in Delhi, also took
a jibe at his former ally for
weaning away legislators
belonging to the Congress
in Goa. "It is well known
who try to wean away peo-
ple from other parties and
what means are employed,"
he said in reply to a query
about developments in the

western coastal state, with-
out explicitly referring to
money changing hands.

Reiterating that his long
alliance with the BJP had
been a "mistake", Kumar
claimed that his siding
with the opposition camp
had left the saffron party
jittery causing its leaders
to "speak irresponsibly"
against him.

He took a dig at his for-
mer deputy Sushil Kumar
Modi for getting "sidelined
despite sharing the sur-
name with the prime min-
ister" and lambasted Union
minister Giriraj Singh for
provocative remarks about
the freak shooting incident
at the latter's Lok Sabha
constituency Begusarai.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

In a setback to thousands
of undergraduate medical
Indian students who were
studying in Ukraine but had
to return to the country in
view of the war with
Russia, the Centre on
Thursday told the Supreme
Court that they cannot be
accommodated in medical
colleges here for lack of pro-
visions under the law.

In an affidavit, the Centre
said that till now, no permis-
sion has been given by the
National Medical
Commission (NMC) to
transfer or accommodate
any foreign medical stu-
dents in any Indian medical
institute/University. The
government filed its re-

sponse in a batch of peti-
tions filed by students, who
are undergraduate medical
students of first to fourth-
year batches in their respec-
tive foreign medical col-
leges/universities, who are
primarily seeking transfer
to medical colleges in India
in their respective semes-
ters. "It is humbly submit-
ted that in so far as such stu-
dents are concerned, there
are no such provisions ei-
ther under the Indian
Medical Council Act, 1956 or
the National Medical
Commission Act, 2019 as
well as the Regulations to
accommodate or transfer
medical students from any
foreign medical
institutes/colleges to Indian
medical colleges", the gov-

ernment said.
It, however, said that to

aid and assist such returnee
students who could not
complete their MBBS cours-
es in Ukraine, NMC in con-
sultation with the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
has issued a Public Notice
dated September 6, 2022, in-
dicating that NMC would
accept completion of their
remaining courses in other
countries (with the ap-
proval of parent universi-
ty/Institution in Ukraine).

The government said that
after such completion of
their remaining courses,
the certificate, of course,
completion/degree is ex-
pected to be issued by the
parent institutions in
Ukraine.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The Centre on Thursday signed
an agreement with eight tribal
militant organisations based in
Assam to bring a lasting peace
in some areas of the state.
The tripartite agreement among
the central and state govern-
ments and the eight groups,
including All Adivasi National
Liberation Army, Adivasi Cobra
Militant of Assam, Birsa
Commando Force, Santhal Tiger
Force, and Adivasi People's
Army, was signed here in pres-
ence of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
among others. The groups are in
ceasefire since 2012 and living
in designated camps.
"I am sure signing of the agree-

ment will usher in a new era of
peace and harmony in Assam,"
Sarma said.
Except the hardline faction of
the banned ULFA, led by Paresh
Baruah, and the Kamatapur
Liberation Organisation, all
other rebel groups active in the
state have entered into peace
agreements with the govern-
ment.
In January, all cadres belonging
to the Tiwa Liberation Army and
the United Gorkha People's
Organisations surrendered with
arms and ammunition.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The CBI has taken over
the probe into the mysteri-
ous death of Haryana BJP
leader Sonali Phogat in
Goa last month, officials
said Thursday.

The central probe agency
re-registered the FIR of
Goa Police on a reference
from the Ministry of Home
Affairs which was routed
to it through the
Department of Personnel
and Training, they said.

Teams of the CBI along
with CFSL experts will
reach Goa to collect docu-
ments and interact with the
local police officials and
doctors who had examined
the former TV anchor after
she was brought to the hos-
pital. The sources said vis-
cera samples will give a de-

finitive clue about the caus-
es of Phogat's death.

The ministry had re-
ferred the case to the CBI
after Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant wrote to
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah requesting a
probe by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI). The home ministry
recommended to the
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) to get
the case probed by the CBI,
an official privy to the de-
velopment said. The CBI
functions under the admin-
istrative control of the
DoPT. Phogat, from Hisar
in Haryana, was brought
dead to a hospital in Goa in
the intervening night of
August 22-23 after heavy
partying at Curlies restau-
rant at Anjuna beach.

Bengaluru, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Karnataka Congress president D K

Shivakumar on Thursday said he

has received summons from the

Enforcement Directorate (ED) to

appear before it in connection

with a case of money-laundering.

Calling the action of the ED as

harassment, he questioned the

timing of the summons when the

Congress' Bharat Jodo Yatra was

on and when the State Assembly

session was underway.

The former Minister, who is also

an MLA said he is ready to coop-

erate, but it is coming in the way

of discharging his Constitutional

and political duties. "In the midst

of the #BharatJodoYatra and the

Assembly session, they have again

issued me an ED summon to

appear. I am ready to cooperate

but the timing of this summon and

the harassment I am put through,

is coming in the way of discharg-

ing my constitutional and political

duties," Shivakumar tweeted.

Raipur, Sep 15: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday hit out
at the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Union govern-
ment and accused it of de-
stroying democracy by in-
dulging in horse-trading as
well as misusing probe
agencies.

Talking to reporters here
at the Police Lines helipad,
he said the BJP's agenda
was to earn money and not
to serve people. Queried
about political develop-
ments in Goa, where eight
Congress MLAs joined the
ruling BJP, the CM, "The
BJP has been doing 'cheer
haran' of democracy. It has
been misusing central
agencies and indulging in
horse trading, which was
evident in Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh and North
East." "This is the second
time the BJP has done this
in Goa, where it has formed
governments through

horse-trading without hav-
ing a majority in the
Assembly. It (BJP) does not
believe in democracy. The
way they have been attack-
ing democracy is not good
for the country. It is highly
condemnable," he asserted.
Baghel said the Congress'
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' was to
raise such issues and to
strengthen democracy in
the country. Attacking the
Centre, he said several
trains that were used by
people of Chhattisgarh had
been suspended to allow
coal freight train movement
for the past several months.

"It is severely affecting the
poor. The BJP's agenda is to
earn money and not to
serve people. Prices of
crude oil have declined but
people are still getting fuel
at higher prices. It also
seems they (Centre) are
preparing to sell (privatise)
the railways," he alleged.

Baghel said people of
twelve communities, that
were included in the
Scheduled Tribe (ST) cate-
gory by the Union govern-
ment on Wednesday, will
now have access to benefits
of government schemes.

"The BJP (which is now
in opposition in the state)
has admitted spelling er-
rors in the name of these
communities were not rec-
tified during its 15-year rule
here. When Raman Singh
had written to the Centre to
include these communities
(with spelling errors in
their caste) in ST list, the
Centre had a BJP govern-
ment," he said.

‘Country’s security can’t
be outsourced’

̈ Self-sufficiency 
is key

General Manoj Pande

BJP indulging in
horse-trading: Baghel

WB SSC SCAM

CBI searches at 6 locations
in Delhi, Kolkata

CHH’GARH HC TO STATE GOVT

‘Reply over cases of social boycott’
ED summons
Shivakumar 

AIR SHOW REHERSAL

IAF's Surya Kiran team fly Hawk aircrafts in a formation during rehersal, ahead of
their air show in Bhubaneswar, Thursday.

‘Nitish’s big promise if Oppn comes to power’ 
̈ In 2024
̈ Spl status for all

backward states 

CBI takes over probe into
Sonali Phogat’s death

CENTRE TO SC

‘No provision to accommodate Ukraine
returnee medical students in Indian colleges’

Peace pact signed with
8 tribal militant groups
̈ Of Assam

St Thomas College Ruabandha organises
Faculty Development Program 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1155::  Department of
Education, St Thomas College,
Ruabandha Sector Bhilai in associ-
ation with IQAC organised one
week Faculty Development
Program for newly joined faculties.
In this program Administrator of
the College, Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese, Dipti Santosh, Dr Soniya
Popli, Maju Joy, Kanhaiya Pandey,
Dr Reema Dewangan, Dr Jyotsana
Gadpayle, Dr Anupama Gangrade,
and Dr Sumita Singh discussed
various topics to enhance the qual-
ity and impact of teaching. 

Dr Ankita Deshmukh Assistant
Professor, Department of
Psychology discussed the topic
creative problem solving by giving
a power point presentation. In the
beginning of last day's session
Netra Gupta, Assistant Professor,
Department of Mathematics pre-
sented a brief report of seven days
faculty development program.
Principal of the college Dr MG
Roymon shared his experience of
teaching and highlighted the im-

portant qualities of a good teacher.
IQAC coordinator Dr Debjani
Mukherjee motivated all the facul-
ties to always do hard work. 

Head of Education Department
Dr Sheeja Thomas appreciated all
the presentations and congratulat-
ed to all the participants for their
active participation. Administrator
of the College, Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese collected feedback from
all the faculties about the Faculty
Development Program. The pro-
gram was conducted by Punita
Sinha Faculty of Department of

English. 
After that all the faculties from

various departments shared their
experience about the program in
which Mohini Sharma from
Chemistry Department Varidhi
Pandey and Nidhi Shyam from
Commerce Department,  Dr Ritu
Mishra from Physics Department
and Amitabh Sharma from
Department of journalism were
present. At last Dr Kiran Bala,
Assistant Professor Department of
Economics proposed vote of
thanks. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15:
Commercial production of
260m long rail welded pan-
els from NEW Schlatter
Flash-Butt Welding ma-
chine commenced at Long
Rail complex of RSM on
13th September 2022.

Research Design and
Standards Organization
(RDSO), a research and de-
velopment organization
under the Ministry of
Railways of India, which
functions as a technical
adviser and consultant to
the Railway Board, had
given the clearance for op-
eration of this machine on
the same day.

The desired welding pa-
rameters of this machine
were achieved in the

fastest record time for any
of the Schlatter machines
installed worldwide. This
paves the way for RSM to
cater to the enhanced de-
mands of long rails of our
esteemed customer- the
Indian Railways.

The machine was inau-
gurated on 14th

September, 2022 by Shri
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works)
and Shri M. M. Gadre, ED
(P&A). Also present on the
occasion were Shri P.
Satyanarayan, Shri T.
Ramakrishna and Shri
Sourabh Kumar of third
Party inspecting agency,
RITES, along with senior

BSP officials from RSM,
RCL, URM, C&IT, INCOS,
CED, T&D, Services, M&U,
Central Electrical and
Mechanical organizations.

On the occasion, Shri
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), lauded the collec-
tive for speedy installation
of machine which set the
pace for production from
the machine. Shri M. M.
Gadre, ED (P&A), who has
been closely involved since
the inception of this proj-
ect also congratulated the
team. The hard work and
ingenuity of the entire
team which worked tire-
lessly round the clock to
make this dream a reality
without halting normal
production has been an ex-
ample and inspiration of
its own kind.

Statue of Sir M Visvesvaraya unveiled on Engineers’ Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: A statue of
country's first Civil
Engineer, Bharat Ratna Sir
M o k s h a g u n d a m
Visvesvaraya was unveiled
by PWD and Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu during a gracious
function held at Rajendra
Park Square in Durg on
Thursday.

Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choube presided
over the programme. The
statue, with an attractive
back drop, has been in-
stalled here jointly by the
Public Works Department,
Durg and Tandula Water
Resources Division, Durg.
The statue of the legendry
engineer was inaugurated

on the occasion of
Engineers' Day.

In his address, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu said that Sir
M o k s h a g u n d a m
Visvesvaraya was an emi-
nent statesman and engi-
neer and we are humbled
by his simplicity. Sahu said
that our engineers are very

talented. The district is rec-
ognized throughout the
country due to Bhilai Steel
Plant.

He urged the engineers
to create and conduct some
model work in Durg city
also so that Durg city can
be recognised for engineer-
ing innovation. The Home
Minister said that to give

employment to the engi-
neers, they have been en-
gaged in big projects.
About 5000 engineers have
been engaged in various
projects. About 16000 crore
projects are going on in the
state.

In his address, Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey said

that the contribution of Sir
M Visvesvaraya is not only
important for the country,
but he made the Indian tal-
ent recognised all over the
world.

He added that at the time
when the Krishnaraj Sagar
Dam was to be built on the
river Kaveri and British ex-
perts had said that this

dam would not be built, it
was Sir M Visvesvaraya
who accepted this chal-
lenge and built the dam
which was a marvelous
piece of engineering of his
time.

He said that when we
look at our water resources
structures which are even
100 years old, we feel how

strong our engineers must
have built them. We feel
proud of our engineers.
Choubey anticipated that
these structures will last
for another 100 years.

He congratulated Suresh
Pandey, Executive
Engineer, Water Resources
Department and Ashok
Srivas, Executive Engineer,

Public Works Department
for the installation of the
statue. He appreciated the
Executive Engineer Suresh
Pandey for his special ini-
tiative to install the statue
of Sir Mokshagundam
Visvesvaraya.

MLA Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, District
Panchayat President
Shalini Yadav, former MLA
Pratima Chandrakar and
other dignitaries were pres-
ent. Ashok Srivas
(Executive Engineer, Public
Works Department),
Suresh Pandey (Executive
Engineer, Tandula Water
Resources Division, Durg)
and other engineers and of-
ficials of PWD, Water
Resources Department and
other departments were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: The facul-
ties and the students of
DAV Public School Hudco
celebrated Hindi Diwas on
September 14 in the school
premises as a mark of trib-
ute to mother language
Hindi and to understand
the rich lingual culture of
the country.

A special assembly was
held to uphold the impor-
tance of Hindi as one of the
official languages. The cele-
bration commenced with
the speech by Rishika and
harsh Sahu saulting the
richness of our national
language. A melodious
poem was recited by

Unnati Mishra (Apni Hindi
Jari Hai) praising the
Hindi language which is
the soul of the cultural her-
itage.

One of the faculty mem-
bers, Dr Rakesh Kaushal
expressed his feelings stat-
ing that our identity is be-
cause of our mother lan-
guage only and we need to
celebrate and develop this
language. He also told the
importance of Dohas in
daily life and urged every-
one to feel proud of
National Language.

Prashant Kumar (Deputy
Regional Officer and prin-
cipal) speaking on the occa-
sion tried to spread the
message that Hindi

Language is the soul of our
cultural heritage and we
need to preserve dissemi-
nate it for the coming gen-
eration in its purest form.

He emphasised that we
should not hesitate in ap-
plying the language in pub-
lic domain as it is one of
the most spoken languages
in the world. He added that
Language plays an impor-
tant role in making people
connect with each other
and with our culture mak-
ing the nation strong.

The celebration conclud-
ed in a positive note where
children polished their vo-
cabulary and understood
the language besides devel-
oping cognitive skills.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1155::  For the first time
a grand Teej Milan Mahotsav
was organised by Bhilai
Municipal Corporation the
other day. Chief guest of the
program was Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav while Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal presided
over.  With the aim of promot-
ing and connecting
Chhattisgarhi culture and tradi-
tion, Teej Milan Mahotsav was
organized especially for women
near Sarv Samaj Manglik
Bhawan Baikunthdham pond.
Women who had come from
across the city took part in
games with Chhattisgariya
flavour and became winners. 

Along with games, women
also enjoyed cultural events.
Garima/Swarna Diwakar of
Anjor Lok Kala Manch captivat-
ed the people through
Chhattisgarhi dance and gave
her splendid performance.
Food and snacks etc were also
arranged for women. 

Rita Singh Gera, in-charge of

Culture, Tourism, Recreation
and Heritage Protection
Department, had prepared the
complete outline of the pro-
gram and made it a historic
event on encouragement from
and initiative taken by Mayor
Neeraj Pal. 

She said that it was because
of the initiative of the Mayor
that first time such a grand
event was organized for Teej
Milan Mahotsav. Such events

not only provide entertainment
to women but also
Chhattisgarhi tradition and cul-
ture gets promoted.

Teej Milan Festival was
graced by former MLA Durg
(rural) Pratima Chandrakar,
Antavasayi Corporation's Vice
President Neeta Lodhi, Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha, Bhilai
Corporation Speaker Girwar
Bunty Sahu, Tulsi Sahu, PBIV
Sewa Kendra Sector -07

Director Bramhakumari Asha
Behen, Zone President Mother
Teresa Nagar Jalandhar Singh,
Mayor Council members Meera
Banjare, Neha Sahu, Keshav
Choubey and Chandrashekhar
Gawai, Ward Councilor N
Shailja Raju, Swayam Siddha's
Director Sonali Chakraborty,
Shilpi Ghosh Sahu, Sarita Sahu,
Geeta Singh, Vibha Singh, Parul
Jaiswal, Kiran Singh,
Manimekhla Shukla, Niharika

Singh, Rasika Bahadur,
Rajshree Naidu, Nimisha
Singh, Srilekha Verulkar,
Monika Srivastava, Sujata Iyer,
Kavita Verma, Jyoti Paurang,
Gayatri Rathore, Abha
Sashikumar, Khushmanjali
Deshmukh, Deepshikha
Bhatnagar, Seema Singh,
Shashi Prabha Singh, Shivraj
Sinha, Nilini, Shabana Ansari,
Soumya Khare, Dr Nagmani,
Sangeeta Singh, Vedavati
Mandavi and Ujjwala Tamer
etc were present and were ho-
noured for doing excellent
work in their respective fields. 

The winners of various com-
petitions included: Sarita Gupta
in matki burst, Babita Bhagat
and Manju Chaudhary in shot
put, Paramjeet's team in tug of
war, Vimala Yadav in musical
chair and Poonam Sahu in co-
conut throw competition who
were also awarded. A four hour
long cultural program was pre-
sented by Anjor Lok Kala
Manch Garima/Swarna
Diwakar which continued 
till the end. 

BJYM alleges poor 
traffic management 
as cause of accidents 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: People are
troubled by the poor traffic
management system of
the city, alleged Saurabh
Jaiswal, District Vice
President of Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha on
Thursday. A delegation of
BJYM submitted a memo-
randum in this regard.

Saurabh said that acci-
dents are frequently occur-
ring between Nehru
Nagar Square to Kumhari.
Poor traffic management
system is the basic cause
behind mishaps. Traffic
signals are out of order at
most of the places. Service
lane remains jammed and
the roads are filled with
potholes.

They demanded to im-
mediately take steps for
improving the traffic sys-
tem; installation of traffic

signals at all the squares
and intersections; repair
works of roads; operation
of city buses for providing
effective public transport
and checking the over-
loaded trucks. Gopal Bist,
Nitesh Mishra, Shrishti
Sen, Akash Rajput,
Deepak Tripathi,
Ashutosh Tiwari, Rohit

Dubey, Rajesh Yadav,
Harishankar Yadav,
Sanjay Jal, Dinesh
Devangan, Shikhar
Chaudhary, Aman Rajput,
Ashu, Ashutosh
Chakradhari, Vicky Yadav,
Abhishek Parihar, Ayush
Kuldeep, Mayank, Pratik,
Kartik and Karthik were
present.

Delay in Raipur Naka RUB:
Protestors scuffle with police 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15:
Unpleasant situation oc-
curred at the under con-
struction Railway Under
Bridge (RUB) at Raipur
Naka on Thursday when
the group of demonstra-
tors clashed with the po-
lice personnel over the
issue of opening the
under-bridge.

When the demonstra-
tors tried to forcefully
open the under-bridge, the
cops resorted to mild
baton charge to disperse
the crowd. Some of the
cops and 4-5 demonstra-
tors have suffered minor
injuries. Police have ar-
rested a BJP Corporator
and some others under
prohibitory sections.

Aggrieved with the
delay in inauguration /
opening of the Raipur
Naka Under Bridge, the lo-

cals led by Ward 21
Corporator Arun Singh
and Hindu Yuva Manch
Convenor Govindraj
Naidu reached the under
bridge on Thursday for
opening it forcefully.

Arun Singh had earlier
submitted a letter to the
administration in which
he had given ultimatum to
open the under-bridge by
September 15.
Accordingly, they reached
near the Under Bridge on
Thursday and raised slo-

gans pressing the demand
of opening the under-
bridge immediately.

Considering the tense
situation, cops were de-
ployed at the entry point of
the under-bridge to pre-
vent the demonstrators
from entering. After stag-
ing protests, the demon-
strators tried to forcefully
enter the under-bridge.

The stand - off between
police and protestors fur-
ther escalated with scuffle
breaking out after the

demonstrators tried to re-
move the barricades.
Police resorted to mild
baton charge to disperse
the crowd. A large number
of demonstrators were
taken into custody.

Spearheading the
d e m o n s t r a t o r s ,
Corporator Arun Singh
stated that the under-
bridge is being construct-
ed for the last four years.
He asserted that the con-
struction works have been
completed about six

months ago but it is not
being opened for public.
The residents of Scindia
Nagar and adjoining areas
are eagerly waiting for the
inauguration as this
under-bridge would pro-
vide great relief to them.

Presently they have to
travel about two kilome-
tres extra for moving to-
wards Durg City. Arun
added that as the adminis-
tration did not respond to
their ultimatum, they had
to stage a demonstration.
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BMC organises grand Teej Milan Mahotsav DAV Hudco observes Hindi Diwas

New Rail welding machine inaugurated
at Rail and Structural Mill

Sri Sankara Vidyalaya
Sector 10 students crack
IIT- JEE (Advance) 2022

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1155:: Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya, one of the premier
educational institutes of Bhilai,
is proud of the 02 students who
have qualified in the IIT JEE
Advance Examination held in
August 2022. Yash Singh
Bhadauria has made the institu-
tion proud by his AIR 3719. One
more student K Venkat Sai
Chandra has also qualified JEE
Advance with AIR 18313. The
Management, Principal and
staff of Sri Sankara Vidyalaya
are extremely proud of these
students and congratulate them
on their meritorious perform-
ance and wish them all the very
best for their future endeavors. 

Yash Singh Bhadoria      K Venkat Sai Chandra
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Well-nourished women are the foundation of a strong India: Sharma

Raipur, Sep 15: National
President of National
Commission for Women,
New Delhi Mrs. Rekha
Sharma  said that well-
nourished women are the
foundation of a strong so-
ciety and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is making
all efforts in this direction
to make the women of
India well-nourished. We
have to make his dream
come true, said  Rekha
Sharma while addressing
a workshop here at Pt.

Ravi Shankar Shukla
University’s Institute of
Pharmacy located, M.L.
Sarraf Seminar Hall. The
workshop was organized
on the topic of ‘Suphosit
Mahila, Shasakta Samaj’
by the central government
from September 1 to 30, in
the series of National
Nutrition Month.

Rekha Sharma said that
today we are going to talk
about the level of nutri-
tious food and its proper
quantity, not starvation.

The importance of dietary
nutrients has now become
ingrained in our thinking,
this is a huge change. Only
a well nourished woman
will give birth to a healthy
baby. The program was
presided over by the Vice
Chancellor of Pt. Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Prof. Keshri
Lal Verma. Appreciating
the event, he talked about
conducting programs re-
lated to nutrition and
health of girls in future

also with the help of or-
ganizations like Women’s
Commission and ‘Poshan
Abhiyan Samiti’. Along
with this, the students of
the university and the
work being done through
NSS were apprised in this
direction.

Harshita Pandey, former
chairperson of
Chhattisgarh Women’s
Commission was the spe-
cial guest on this occasion,
while raising the slogan of
‘Sahi Poshan - Desh

Roshan’ said that there
should be  a strong contri-
bution from NGOs, women
self-help groups,
Anganwadi centers and
students to run the nutri-
tion program as a national
nutrition campaign. Se
said that now we have to
show that every woman of
the country should become
so empowered that she is
able to get justice not only
in her own family and soci-
ety but also at the national
level if any victim woman
is brought to justice.

Mitashree Mitra,
Professor in Swami
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth
and retired Professor from
the Department of SOS
and Anthropology, Pt. Ravi
Shankar University, gave
important information
about balanced diet to
maintain nutritional qual-
ity for better health
through power presenta-
tion and personal re-
search and survey. In the
end, subject expert senior
dietician Mrs. Kavita
Pujara, along with giving
information about em-
ployment opportunities in
the field of dietician,
highlighted the difference
between nutritionist and

dietician, importance of
diet chart and diet nutri-
ents. The meeting was
conducted by ML Sarraf,
Advisor of Pharmacy
Department of the
University, Dr. Nitesh
Kumar Mishra, Director
of the department and
Sharad Srivastava of
Chhattisgarh Nutrition
Campaign Committee. In
the second open session of
the workshop, the ques-
tions related to nutrition
and diet of the students
were resolved by the ex-
perts.

On this occasion Dr.
Namrata Sharma,
Amarjeet Chhabra, Ajay
Tiwari, Dr. Nitish Kumar
Mishra, Prof. Rajiv
Chaudhary, Dr.
Daharwal, Dr. Kamlesh
Shukla, Dr. Banshu,
Prof. Kavita Thakur, Dr.
Anuradha, Dr. Aniksha
Varoda, KB Rao,
Upasana, Dholeshwari,
Dr. Bharvi Vaishnav,
Rinki Aggarwal,
Anikasha and Mr. Rao,
professors, students and
members of
Chhattisgarh Poshan
Abhiyan Committee
were present in large
numbers.

New Audi Q3 road show
concludes in Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  Audi, the
German luxury car manufac-
turer, has successfully com-
pleted atwo-day roadshow
for the new Audi Q3 in
Raipuras part of its pan-India
roadshow. A German-spec
show car was showcased at
Audi Raipur on September
13th and 14th.  The roadshow
witnessed widespread partic-
ipation from the customers
and gave prospects and
brand enthusiasts an oppor-
tunity to see the new Audi Q3
ahead of deliveries.  Mr.
Balbir Singh Dhillon, Head of
Audi India, said, “Ahead of
deliveries, we wanted to give
customers a closer look at the
new Audi Q3. Raipur is an
important market for Audi

India and the response to the
roadshow has been extremely
positive.” The Audi Q3 has
been a segment-leading car
in India and has returned in a
new avatar. The original Audi
Q3 was a game changer of its
time and has a fan following
of its own. The new Audi Q3
will take the story forward
with cutting-edge design,
plush interior, a punchy
engine and all the comfort
and convenience that cus-
tomer’s desire.   

BJP to observe Service Fortnight from Sept 17
RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would be organising
several programmes for public
service from September 17 to
October 2 under Service
Fortnight to mark the birthday
celebrations of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Senior BJP leader and chief of
Organising Committee Sanjay
Shrivastava said that the
Service Fortnight would begin
with Plantation drive on
September 17 whereas exhibi-
tion on the personality and
works of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi would be organ-
ise apart from holding blood
donation camp, free health

check up camp, cleanliness
drive in next few days. Public
events would also be held for
the creative and intellectual
development in the society and
added that booth level pro-
grammes would be organised n
September 25 on the occasion of

Pt Deendayal Upadhayaya
Jayanti.

BJP spokesperson Amit Sahu,
Sanju Narayan Thakur, BJYM
Vice President Amit Meshari,
BJYM Raipur President Govind
Gupta and others were present
on the occasion.

NIT Raipur organizes Engineer’s Day Quiz
Raipur, Sep 15: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Interact club or-
ganized “Engineer’s Day
Quiz”, as a part of the
Engineer’s Day celebra-
tions from 14th to 15th
September 2022.

The Prelims round was
conducted on 14th
September followed by the
Finale on 15th September
2022. The main motive of
the quiz was to celebrate
Engineer’s day with fun,
facts and memories of all-
time engineers and to pro-
mote vibrant and rich
quizzing culture among

students.
The event was organ-

ized under the guidance of
Dr. Ayush Khare, faculty
in charge, Interact and
was smoothly coordinated
by the members of the
club.

Dr. Ayush Khare, in his
speech encouraged stu-
dents to take part in
quizzes and talked about
the upcoming quiz events
held by the club.

Participants were re-
quired to answer 15 ques-
tions for the Prelims
round which was followed
by a fun and interactive

discussion of the answers.
The top 6 teams were se-
lected for the finale held
on 15th September 2022, in
which the first prize was
bagged by Vanshika Gupta
and Lakhan Sharma, the
first runner-up for the
event was Shivansh Patle
and the second runner-ups
were Duby Sao and
Shivam Malve. The win-
ners won vouchers worth
eight-thousand rupees and
all the finalists were given
exciting prizes. An audi-
ence round was also con-
ducted where the winners
got special prizes.

GAD seeks details over
demand for regularization
Raipur, Sep 15: Non-regu-
lar and Daily Wage employ-
ees are likely to be regular-
ized soon by the state gov-
ernment.

General Administration
Department (GAD) has di-
rected all the departments
to take decisions in support
to their various demands
with immediate effect. GAD
has also sought the appoint-
ment of employees as well
as present salary. It is un-
derstood that GAD has
sought information from
the various departments on

five-points. Above circular
has been issued to
Additional Chief Secretary,
Principal Secretary,
Secretary, Special and Joint
Secretaries of all the de-
partments in accordance to
the decision taken at the re-
cently held meeting with
the Principal Secretary
Forest and Home. With the
above circular, the Non-reg-
ular and Daily Wage em-
ployees are hopeful over
being given their due de-
mand for regular appoint-
ment.

IIT Bhilai to conduct Virtual
Open House today

Raipur, Sep 15: IIT
Bhilai plans to conduct a
Virtual Open House for
the benefit of JEE
Advanced rank holders
on September 16, 2022.
Key administrators of the
institute will brief
prospective students on
the IIT system and the ad-
mission process. Students
will also be introduced to
details about life at IIT
Bhilai, including the cam-
pus, curriculum, place-
ments and more. This will
be followed by a question
and answer session, de-
signed specifically to help
the students in making an
informed choice about
their career.

As a young and bur-
geoning academic institu-
tion, IIT Bhilai has made
strides in academics and
research since its estab-
lishment. With the

unique fractal system of
academics in place, the
educational infrastruc-
ture at IIT Bhilai is robust
and has attracted the best
young faculty members
in various fields. In the in-
terest of all-round stu-
dent development, the in-
stitute also supports sev-
eral extra-curricular stu-
dent-led clubs focused on
coding, oratory, music,
dance etc. IIT Bhilai also
launched its annual tech-
nical festival, TechMaitry,
and an Annual Techno
Cultural Festival, Meraz.
A student mentorship
program has been insti-
tuted in order to guide in-
coming students and
make the process of join-
ing the institute smooth
and stress-free. Further
details about the Virtual
Open House can be found
at the institute website.

Two sub-health centers evaluated
for NQAS certification 

Raipur, Sep 15: Health
and Wellness Center
(HWC) sub-health centers
of the state have also been
evaluated for National
Quality Assurance
Standards Certification
(NQAS Certification) by
the team of Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.
Chhattisgarh is the third
state in the country
where health and well-
ness centers and sub-
health centers have also
been evaluated for NQS
certification by the team
of the center.
Amaleshwar in Durg dis-
trict and Nisda Health
and Wellness Center Sub
Health Center in Raipur
have been inspected for
this. So far, 55 govern-
ment health institutions
of the state have been
granted National Quality

Assurance Standard
Certificate by the Union
Health Ministry.

National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certification of HWC Sub
Health Centers is done on
the basis of 12 parame-
ters. For this, the quality
of parameters like serv-
ice delivery, patient satis-
faction, clinical services,
inputs, infection control,
support services, quality
management, output are
evaluated by the organi-
zation. Quality certificate
is issued by the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare only to
the hospitals that qualify
the assessment. A total of
55 hospitals in the state
have received the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate. These include
ten district hospitals,

seven community health
centres, 26 primary
health centers and 12
urban primary health
centres.

The objective of the
National Quality
Assurance Standards cer-
tification is to strengthen
the facilities of the hospi-
tals to provide quality
healthcare facilities to the
general public. Its certifi-
cation has now been start-
ed at HWC sub health cen-
ter level in the state. In
the meeting of National
Quality Assurance
Certificate held recently,
17 HWCs of the state were
declared. State level certi-
fication of sub health cen-
ters was done which is
highest in the whole
country. The Union
Health Ministry has also
appreciated Chhattisgarh
for this.

Cong responsible for delay of inclusion of
caste communities into Tribal list: BJP

Raipur, Sep 15: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders
from tribal community in-
cluding former Rajya Sabha
member Nand Kumar Sai
and BJP General Secretary
Kedar Kashyap on
Thursday held the Congress
responsible over the delay
of inclusion of 12 caste com-
munities from
Chhattisgarh into
Scheduled Tribe list on
grounds of verbal error.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office situ-
ated at Ekatma Parishar,
the senior tribal leaders

said that while Narendra
Modi led government at
Centre has taken the above
decision in the interest of
tribals whereas the
Congress regime in
Chhattisgarh is trying to
take claim of the inclusion
of caste communities into
ST list. Kashyap claimed
that BJP’s initiative has
paved way for the inclusion
of the caste communities
into ST list as it had per-
suaded the Modi govern-
ment at the Centre to take
decision in the interest of
tribals. He further said that

Congress had not taken any
concrete steps during near-
ly 55 years of rule at Centre
in the 75 years of
Independence of India. He
further stated that the
Congress should apolozise
over the delay instead of
staking claim of being trib-
al-friendly.

Sai said that the Congress
had always been consider-
ing the tribals as vote bank
and had been exploiting it
over the years. He further
added that tribals would
teach lesson to the Congress
in the 2023 Legislative
Assembly polls in
Chhattisgarh as well as in
2024 Parliamentary elec-
tions. Kashyap and Sai also
came down heavily on
Congress government over
diluting several clauses in
PESA law which has denied
genuine rights to the
Panchayats.

State govt schemes are being effectively
implemented in the districts: CM

Raipur, Sep 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said during the Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan that
started on May 4 this year,
various schemes of the
state government have re-
ceived excellent response
from the public especially
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Half Bijli Bill
Yojana, Haat-Bazaar Clinic
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana, and Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English Medium School
Scheme. He was address-
ing a press conference or-
ganized in Dharamjaigarh

today as part of his state-
wide ‘Bhent Mulaqat
Abhiyan’.

He said adding that it is a
matter of extreme happi-
ness for me to know that all
the schemes of state gov-
ernment are being imple-
mented effectively in the
districts.

Briefing about his main
idea behind ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’, Baghel
said “The core objective of
this initiative is to know

the ground reality of im-
plementation of govern-
ment schemes besides
seeking direct feedback
from the public about the
functioning of the govern-
ment and hear their griev-
ances”, the Chief Minister
said.

He added that after a
long pause due to rains, the
public interaction drive
has been resumed again
from September 1 in
Raigarh district covering
villages Nawapara, Loing,
and Raigarh under the
Raigarh assembly con-
stituency. This time, he was
on a three-day tour to
Raigarh district to visit
Lailunga, Kharsia, and
Dharamjaigarh assembly
constituencies from
September 12 to 14. Mr.
Baghel said that yesterday

he had visited village
Chhal of Dharamjaigarh
block and Gharghoda of
Gharghoda block, where
he met people and took di-
rect feedback on the gov-
ernment schemes. So far,
programmes have been
held in 31 assembly con-
stituencies of 15 districts of
the state.

School Education
Minister and Minister In-
charge of District Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam,
Dharamjaigarh MLA
Laljeet Singh Rathia,
Secretary (Public Relations
and Public Works
Department) Siddharth
Komal Pardeshi, District
Collector Ranu Sahu,
Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Meena along
with journalists were pres-
ent in the press conference.

IDOLS IN THE MAKING

Artists are adding final touch to idols of Goddess Durga for the nine-day ‘navratri’ festival in the coming days.

‘It is a matter of
extreme happiness
for me’, says CM on
public feedback
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Basic education campaign launched in Bastar district

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  Considering
the ‘Nipun Bharat Mission’ of
the Ministry of Education,
Government of India as ideal,
the basic education campaign
was launched under the joint
aegis of Piramal Foundation and
District Administration Bastar.
Under the Nipun Bharat
Mission, Piramal Foundation is
contributing in the efforts made
in the field of education for the
development of reading and
mathematical skills of children
up to class III. 

In this program, District
Collector Chandan Kumar, CEO
of District Panchayat Rohit
Vyas, DEO Bharti Pradhan, Rajiv
Gandhi Education Mission
Coordinator Akhilesh Mishra,
Development BEO of all devel-
opment blocks, Development
BRC, Diet Head reader Sushma
Jha, District Educational coordi-
nators of all the clusters and
the team of Piramal Foundation
were present. Program leader
of Piramal Yogesh Kumar,
Fellow Jaya Panchal and Pragya
Kurdukar, Akshay Kadam,
Akshat Rajput gave information

about the basic education cam-
paign. Information was also
given regarding how the work
would be done in the selected
266 demo schools of the district
so that the students could learn
faster.

Bastar Collector Chandan
Kumar, who was present on the
occasion, emphasized on pro-
moting innovation in education.
He told the people present in
the Town Hall that education
has been affected during Covid,
but now is the time to speed up
education by recognizing the
shortcomings in education.
Talking on developmental psy-
chology, he said, every child
has a goal set, the child’s
assessment reveals what the
child’s goal is. Ask questions,
talk to the children, he said. The
more the teacher talks to the
children, the more children will
learn.  Regarding the infrastruc-

ture of the schools, he said that
only good teachers, children
eager to learn and education
are necessary. Teachers will
have to be inspired and teach
the children, only then we will
be able to do better in the field
of education. The collector also
talked about maximum use of
books, education in sports and
small practical education. 

CEO District Panchayat
Rohit Vyas said that it is the
responsibility of all of us to
repair the damage caused to
the children during Covid. And
we have to fulfill this responsi-
bility with Piramal Foundation.
He also said that the district
administration would try its
best to remove the deficiencies
in the infrastructure. We are
fully committed to education.
We have to fulfill the set goals
of education in the coming
years.

National Judo Lee and Ranking Judo competition west zone organized 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Sep 15:
Under the joint aegis of
Judo Federation of India
and Sports Authority of
India, Gujarat Judo
Federation is organizing
the first Khelo India
National Judo League
and Ranking Judo
Competition West Zone in
Mehsana from September
11 to September 15, at
Sardar Patel Sports
Complex, Mehsana
Gujarat.

In the above competi-
tion, 40 member team of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Judo Federation is partic-
ipating in sub junior,
cadet, junior and senior
categories.

In the sub-junior judo

competition organized
today, Ranjeeta of
Kondagaon district of
Chhattisgarh state has
got silver medal and
Hemvati Nag has got
bronze medal. Ranjeeta
has won silver medal in

sub junior category
among 32 participants in
weight group of 48 kg and
Hemvati has won bronze
medal among 25 partici-
pants in 32 kg weight cate-
gory. Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Judo Association

President and
International Referee and
Kiran Sharma
International Referee are
also participating in the
said competition.

Competitions of other
groups are yet to be held
in this competition, the
officials of the state
union believe that
Chhattisgarh will get
more medals yet. In this
West Zone competition,
the winning contestants
will get a chance to partic-
ipate in the National
Women Ranking and
League Tournament com-
petition which will be
held in Delhi and cash
prizes will also be given to
the first place players in
that competition.
Congratulations have
been given to the winning
players on behalf of
Bastar District Judo
Association.

Four accused arrested with beef
from the forest of Ulnar

Jagdalpur, Sep 15: In the
forest of Ulnar village
under Parpa police station
area of ??the district, the po-
lice had received informa-
tion about villagers cutting
a cow and selling its meat.
On information, the police
team laid siege and arrested
4 accused Mithuram
Kashyap, Naniram Keshar,
Pilaraj Kunjam and
Kubharka including beef
from the forest of Ulnar.

According to information
received from Parpa police,
on Tuesday morning, a cow
was slaughtered in Ulnar

forest by Mithuram
Kashyap of 50 years,
Naniram Keshar 49 years,
Pileraj Kunjam 50 years and
Kubharka 47 years, resident
of Sadgud Khutagudapara.
They were selling the cow
after cutting and keeping its
meat in a sack.

As soon as the informa-
tion was received, a team

was formed by the police
and sent to the crime scene.
The police team surrounded
the four accused and arrest-
ed them. The same police
registered a case against the
accused under Section 05
and 10, 429 IPC of
Chhattisgarh Farmer
Animal Preservation and
under Section 11 of the
Animal Cruelty Act, the ac-
cused were sent to the court.
ASI Avinash Jha, Head
Constable Sudhir Mishra,
Head Constable Vinod, con-
stable Keshav Chandra etc.
were involved in this action.

CM fulfills Dharamjaigarh girl’s wish

Raipur, Sep 15: In yet an-
other kind gesture, Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel gave financial aid
of Rs 2 lakh to Muskan for
her research studies after
she made a request while
interacting with him dur-
ing his Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan. Little did she
know that one day Chief
Minister would reach near
her house and her long-
due wish would be granted
in just minutes of an inter-
action.

Hailing from an econom-
ically weaker family
Muskan said “After com-
pleting my BSc
Mathematics, I wanted to
get into the research field
and go out of state for my
higher studies. However, I
always hesitated to speak
about the same to my fami-
ly because of our weak fi-
nancial condition. I took

tuitions as well to support
my family.”

While interacting with
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel at his
Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme held at
Dharamjaigarh Muskan
expressed her wish to go to
Banglore for her further
studies besides sharing the
financial struggles of the

family. She said that she
needs to take coaching for
the same but is unable to
do so because of financial
constraints.

After hearing her re-
quest, Baghel immediately
asked her how much aid do
you need. “Can’t tell exact
amount or even estimate”,
the girl said. Chief
Minister made a quip and
said “If you are talking to a
Chief Minister without an
estimate then how will I be
able to give you the
amount.” The girl got
silent for a minute with a
sad face, but was all smiles
when he announced to give
a financial aid of Rs 2 lakh
from his discretionary
fund. She expressed her
gratitude to Chief
Minister for his help. The
locals present there were
seen clapping and thank-
ing Chief Minister after he
made this announcement.

DPS Raipur pays tributes to student Aakash
Raipur, Sep 15: The fra-
ternity of DPS, Raipur was
filled with melancholy and
remorse at the accidental
demise of their precious
student, Aakash Mote who
was studying in class 10,
session 2022-23.

Full of curiosity and in-
tellect, Aakash was adored
equally by his friends and
teachers. As fate would
have it, he, along with his
friend met with a terrible
accident on the road on
12th September which
made his friends, parents
and the Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee
frantic. All tried their level
best but could not save

dear Aakash. “Aakash bat-
tled with his life for almost
four hours but unfortu-
nately succumbed to his
injuries ultimately,” said

his friends. His mother,
Mrs. Vimala Mote, the
Admin Head of the school
could not stop wailing at
this sudden turn of events
in her life.

A Mourning Assembly
was observed in the school
where his friends, Saanvi,
Aaniya, Rishit and Aadya
reminisced the moments
spent with their friend,
Aakash in their speech but
couldn’t help bidding him
a teary adieu saying he
was a gem of a young man-
very helpful, jovial and in-
telligent. Mr. Mukherjee
too broke down helplessly
and couldn’t refrain from
saying that his children

are so close to his heart
that he cannot see any one
falling a victim to even cir-
cumstances. “May God
give my children enough
wisdom and care to dis-
cern every factor so dili-
gently that they are able to
progress in life safely and
securely!”

Condolence messages
and prayers to God were of-
fered for the bereaved fam-
ily by Pro-Vice Chairman,
Baldeo Singh Bhatia and
Senior members of the
management committee.
“It is such an irreparable
loss that it overshadows all
achievements of the
school,” said Vijay Shah.

CM inaugurates and laid stone for various
devp works worth Rs 569 cr

Raipur, Sep 15: During
the second phase of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone
for 24 different develop-
ment works worth Rs
569.78 crore in
Dharamjaigarh assembly
constituency of Raigarh
district today. This in-
cludes the inauguration of
15 works built at a cost of
Rs 64.36 crore and the
foundation stone laying
ceremony of 9 works to be
constructed at a cost of Rs
505.42 crore.

The works inaugurated
by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel during
the programme include
upgradation of
Gharghoda-Bypass road
by Public Works
Department at a cost of Rs
24.74 crore, construction of

a new high school building
in village Bhalumar of
Gharghoda at a cost of Rs
74 lakh and government
high school building at vil-
lage Saskoba under
Dharamjaigarh block at a
cost of Rs 75 lakh, 500
seater tribal hostel build-
ing at Dharamjaigarh by
Tribal Development
Department at a cost of Rs
14.57 crore, 50 seater each
post matric hostel build-
ing at Gharghoda and
Maharajganj at a cost of
Rs 3.84 crore, construction

of Saria Nala bridge from
Dharamjaigarh to Korba,
Urga, Hati and
Dharamjaigarh road at a
cost of Rs 8.02 crore and
construction of bridge
over Mand river on
Bangarsuta road of
Kudekela at a cost of Rs
9.99 crore by Public
Works Department
(Bridge), Human relief
center cum granary in
village Pandrimouha and
Ududa under
Dharamjaigarh by Forest
and Climate Change

Department at a cost of
Rs 25 lakh, WBM
Vanmarg at three places
at a cost of Rs 80 lakh by
Forest Department,
Vantage and Causeway
construction part-1 and 2
at Mediya Khunta Nala
by Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
at a cost of Rs 40 lakh and
‘Pauni Pasari Bazar’ at a
cost of Rs 27 lakh by
Gharghoda Nagar
Panchayat.

Similarly, the Chief
Minister laid the founda-
tion stone for construc-
tion of 1 D-type govern-
ment housing for judicial
officers in Gharghoda
Civil Court by the
Department of Justice at
a cost of Rs 76 lakh, 50
seater Post Matric Tribal
Girls Hostel in village
Bichhinara of Gharghoda
by Tribal Development
Department at a cost of
Rs 1.53 crore, construction
of bridge on Panikhet to

Edukla road in Raigarh at
a cost of Rs 5.50 crore and
construction of bridge
over Sangul river between
village Samaniya and
Pathalgaon Khurd at a
cost of Rs 7.98 crore by
Public Works Department
(Bridge), 92 works under
retrofitting scheme, 110
works under single vil-
lage and 71 under solar
scheme in Dharamjaigarh
and Gharghoda at a cost
of Rs 329.74 crore by
Public Health
E n g i n e e r i n g
Department, construc-
tion of CC road and drain
by Gharghoda Nagar
Panchayat at a cost of Rs
2.97 crore and beautifica-
tion of Chhotemuda
pond under ward num-
ber-10 in Gharghoda at a
cost of Rs 94 lakh, and
construction of 220/132
KV substation at Hati,
Dharamjaigarh at a cost
of Rs 156 crore by the
Electricity Department.

IIT Bhilai observes
‘Swachhata Pakhwada’

Raipur, Sep 15:
’Swachhata Pakhwada’, a
fortnight-long event to en-
courage environmental
consciousness and cleanli-
ness, was organized at IIT
Bhilai from September 1 to
15, 2022, as a part of
“Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan”. The
‘Swachhata’ Pledge was
taken by students, faculty
and staff members on the
first day of the fortnight.

With a motive to make
the campus free of plastic
waste, the institute organ-
ized a plogging session
where students picked up
plastic waste while jog-
ging. They also collected
plastic waste around the
vicinity of the campus.
Students took part in vari-
ous competitions under
the theme of “Best Out of
Waste”. This included

crafting paper bags, a pot
painting competition and
a tree plantation drive.
The fortnight saw a wide
participation from the
campus community, re-
flecting a common dedica-
tion towards “Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan”.

The “Swachhata
Pakhwada” came to a
close with a valedictory
function and prize distri-
bution ceremony. Prof
Rajat Moona, Director, IIT
Bhilai, congratulated the
campus community and
talked about the impor-
tance of maintaining a
clean and healthy environ-
ment. He emphasized
upon making certain
lifestyle changes to keep
our country clean and
move towards a safer,
cleaner and better envi-
ronment. The winners of
the various events were
announced and felicitated
on the occasion. The vote
of thanks was delivered by
Dr Pawan Kumar Mishra,
faculty in-charge of the
National Service Scheme
wing at IIT Bhilai.

Transparent admn and thorough implementation
of schemes are priorities of the Govt: CM

Raipur, Sep 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today organized a meeting
of officers and instructed
them that the service of
common citizens is the
principal aim of their
Government. The timely
resolution of the problems
of common people and
their satisfaction along
with a transparent admin-
istration should be every-
one’s priority. If he re-
ceives any complaint about
the administration, he will
be bound to take action.
Therefore, he asked the of-
ficers to refrain from doing
any work that could lead to
a complaint.

During the statewide
Bhent Mulaqat program in

the Dharamjaigarh
Vidhansabha in the
Raigarh district, the Chief
Minister conducted a meet-
ing of the local officers and
said that he has been giv-
ing instructions to the SP
and the Collector concern-
ing the resolution of the
problems of the common
public. The service, honor,
convenience, safety, and
prosperity of the common
people should be every-
one’s priority. The Chief
Minister said that this re-
gion is mostly inhabited by
people belonging to eco-
nomically weaker, tribal,
and backward classes.

These people come to the
officers with a lot of hope
for benefitting from the
Government’s schemes
and resolving their issues.
Everyone should thus
make sure that they don’t
have to frequent the
Government offices. The
Chief Minister also per-
formed the inauguration of
developmental works and
Bhoomipujan in
Dharamjaigarh.

Work towards increas-
ing the income of the
people

Chief Minister Baghel
said that there should be an
improvement in education

and health facilities in your
region. No woman should
be anemic and no child
should suffer from mal-
nourishment. They should
be able to access the
schemes of the
Government. Gauthans
should be strengthened so
that they become a medium
of economic development.
Work should be done in this
direction. The officers
should work towards
spreading awareness so
that the income and pros-
perity of everyone includ-
ing the members of self-
help groups can increase.

Spread awareness to
prevent the combat be-
tween humans and ele-
phants

The Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel gained information
about the campaigns being
run in the Dharamjaigarh
region for the eradication
of Anemia and malnutri-
tion. He gave the instruc-
tions to provide a timely

nutritional diet along with
hot food. He also gave in-
structions to improve the
level of education, distrib-
ute Forest Rights certifi-
cates, provide timely treat-
ment to people in remote
areas under the Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana, im-
prove roads, and provide
clean drinking water to
people. He informed people
about the dangers of wan-
dering elephants in the re-
gion. To prevent combats
between humans and ele-
phants, the Chief Minister
gave instructions to make
provisions for drinking
water for wild animals and
fruit-bearing trees for ele-
phants under the Narwa
program and spread aware-
ness among the public. He
also gave instructions to in-
form the villagers about
the PESA law and to con-
struct a stop dam in re-
gions with water sources to
enable irrigation facilities
in tribal areas.

CM conducts 
meeting of officers
in Dharamjaigarh
and reviewed govt’s
schemes 

Adivasi Congress celebrates
PCC Chief B’day

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  As PCC Chief
Mohan Markam completed 50
years, Adivasi Congress led by
its district president Bhavani
Markam cut cake at Ganga
Leper Colony, Pandri along with
distribution of clothes and food
items to small children. All of
them prayed for Markam’s long
life. The prominent among those
present were Altaf Khan, Anil
Nayak, Neelam Bagh, Nikhil
Dewangan, Nitin Nishad and
others.  

Session on ‘Mental
Well-Being and

Legal Fraternity’ at
HNLU on 17th

Raipur, Sep 15: The
HNLU Career
Development Conclave
2022 is set to organise its
thirteenth session on the
theme “Mental Well-
Being and Legal
Fraternity” on 17th
September, 2022. The
event will be hosted by
Garima Panwar,
Assistant Professor,
HNLU, Raipur. In this
session, the welcome re-
marks will be given by
Dr. Balwinder Kaur,
Assistant Professor,
HNLU, Raipur.

The welcome remarks
shall be followed by the
address by Radhika
Bishwajit Dubey,
Independent Counsel,
Arbitrator & Ex-Partner,
Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas.

The event will con-
clude with a vote of
thanks by Mrs. Rajput
Shraddha Bhausingh,
Assistant Professor,
HNLU, Raipur.

 In Dharamjaigarh

Extends financial aid
of Rs 2 lakh for her
research studies

Little did Muskan
knew that her long-
due wish would be
granted in just min-
utes

In Mehsana from
Sept 11-15

Innovative education
will be promoted



Rajim, Sep 15:

The Pasara bazar near
Mahamaya Chowk in city
is looming in darkness
these days and due to
which both the sellers and
purchasers are facing
problems. It is worthwhile
to mention here that with
few streetlights not work-
ing, there is lot of dark-
ness no sooner it is Sunset.
Due to lack of proper
maintenance and repair,
the people are made to face
the music.

No sooner it becomes
dark, the vegetables sellers
try to find out the place

where there is light and
then organise their vegeta-
bles below it and for this
they are wasting lot of
time.

The vegetable sellers are
demanding immediate re-
pair of the same and
would continue to sit at
the place of the pur-
chasers till the end and
then they would not have
any problem in selling veg-
etables.

Present days the sunset
is at around 6:30 pm and
then it suddenly becomes
dark and it is the street-
lights only which are of
some help. But even if

those streetlights are not
functional, then it be-
comes pitch dark and due
to which both the sellers
and purchasers are facing
problems.

Here one of the veg-
etable vendors informed
that once a senior citizen
had come to purchase
tomatoes and instead of
placing it in another bag,
he had put it in bag full of
potatoes and he said that
the likely condition of the
tomatoes on his reaching
home would have being a
sad moment for him and
his family.

Similarly a person lost
some cash falling from his
purse and to which he
could not locate even after
some efforts. So both the
sellers and purchasers of
vegetables here are de-
manding immediate re-
pair of the lights.

Korba, Sep 15: 

Under the Covid
Vaccination Maha-ab-
hiyan, from Sept 12- 15,
167 teams in all 67 wards
of the corporation went
door-to-door and apply
the corona vaccine as
per eligibility to the re-
maining people from the
first, second and booster
doses of corona vaccine.

Mayor Rajkishore
Prasad, Collector
Sanjeev Kumar Jha and
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Prabhakar Pandey have
appealed to the citizens

that the eligible people
who have not yet re-
ceived the first, second
and booster doses, they
should compulsorily get
the said dose.

Under the guidance of
Collector Sanjeev
Kumar Jha, from Sept
12-15, the campaign of
vaccination will be con-
ducted again in the
Municipal Corporation
Korba area.

For this, as per the
guidelines of Collector
by 167 teams for the
wards, the officers of
Municipal Corporation

Korba, Health
Department, Education
Department, Women
and Child Development
Department have been
assigned the duties of
these teams, as well as
the appointment of sec-
tor officers and ward
wise nodal officers for
the smooth operation of
the campaign has been
done.

Meetings were held in
all 08 zones - Kosabadi,
Pt. Ravishankar Shukla,
TP Nagar, Korba, Balco,
Darri, Sarvamangala
and Bankimongra of
Municipal Corporation
Korba today in the con-
text of the Covid
Vaccination campaign to
be run in which
Corporation’s MIC mem-
bers, councilors, alder-
men, public representa-
tives, office bearers and
members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club reiterated
their resolve to give
their full cooperation in
the campaign and
achieve the vaccination
target.
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Konta, Sep 15: Recently
in some states of India,
signs of nodular skin dis-
ease (Lumpishkin’s dis-
ease) have been seen in an-
imals. This disease is
caused due to infection of
nodular skin disease virus
in cattle and buffalo cattle.
Along with regular border
checking, necessary meas-
ures are being taken by the
Livestock Development
Department to prevent and
prevent lumpy skin dis-
ease in the district. Dr. S.
Zahiruddin, Deputy
Director Veterinary

Services District Sukma
informed that for the pre-
vention and control of
lumpy skin disease,
District Control Room has
been established as per the
instructions of Director
Veterinary Services
Raipur and Collector
District Sukma. In order to
control the movement of
animals from other states
in the border villages of
the district, regular border
checking work is being
done by setting up check-
posts in the border villages
and animal middlemen are

being monitored by ban-
ning the holding of cattle
fairs in these villages.

Symptoms of
Lumpskin’s disease

The disease manifests as
lumps of two to five cen-
timeters in diameter all
over the body of the infect-
ed animal, especially
around the head, neck,
limbs, fundus (mammary
gland of female cattle) and
genitals. This knot later
gradually takes the form of
a bigger and deeper
wound. Other symptoms
include general malaise,

watery eyes and nose,
fever and sudden decrease
in milk production. The in-
fection is spread through
animal saliva and contami-
nated water and food along
with mosquitoes, flies and
lice.

Prevention and
Control

Adopt strict bio-safety
on farm and premises.
New animals should be
kept isolated and exam-
ined for knots and sores on
the skin. Avoid movement
of animals from the affect-
ed area. Affected animals
should be kept separate
from the herd with forage
water and treatment.
Symptomatic animals
should not be allowed into
the grazing area. Control
mosquito and flies bites by
using appropriate insecti-
cides. Similarly use vec-
tor distraction regularly
which will reduce the risk
of vector transmission.
Limit vector breeding sites
near farms that require
better manure manage-
ment.

Vaccination of animals under process
To prevent Lumpskin disease

Rajnandgaon, Sep 15:
Due to lot of maintenance
works the movement of
trains is getting badly af-
fected. Due to cancellation
of local and Express
Trains, the passengers are
facing more problems and
for day-to-day travellers,
they are left with no option
but resort to travel by road.
It is notable here that due to
ongoing maintenance
work, around a dozen
trains are still affected and
this is expected to continue
till Sept 16.

As per information from
railway sources, after the
Nagpur Railway division,
the modernization work of
Raipur Railway division is
being carried out. Amidst
non-interlocking work,

about a dozen trains have
been cancelled. Set aside
this with cancellation of
many Express trains on
Gondia- Jharsuguda sec-
tion, the passengers are fac-
ing lots of problems. It is
learnt that these trains are
expected to be cancelled till
Sept 17. So far 10 trains
have been cancelled, where-
as four others have been
short-terminated in the
middle itself and route of 7
others has been changed.

Work going on in
Raipur Railway division:

As per information in
this regard from Railway

sources, the doubling of
tracks bewteen Lakhouli
Raipur RB Block Hatrail
section is going on. Along
with this the moderniza-
tion of Mandir Hasoud rail-
way station is also going on
and due to which move-
ment of the trains has been
affected. Amidst mainte-
nance work, Gandhidham-
Puri Express to
Visakhapatnam- Korba
Express; Raipur- Junagarh
Special; Durg-
Visakhapatnam Express;
Titalagarh- Raipur Special
has been short-terming in-
between. Whereas

Tirupati- Bilaspur Express;
Ahmedabad- Puri Express;
Jharsuguda is running be-
tween Bilaspur only. Other
passengers trains too have
been affected and due to
which passengers are fac-
ing lots of problems.

Rajnandgaon station
wears deserted looks:

With movement of trains
getting affected badly, its ef-
fect can be seen at the rail-
way station, as only hand-
ful of passengers are seen
here on daily basis. Even
the passengers are not in-
terested in watching the no-
tice board at the station.

Movement of trains affected 
due to maintenance works

In Raipur Railway division

 Passengers 
resorting to road
transport or 
personal vehicles

What officer says

The Station Master of
Rajnandgaon Railway
Station RK Burman said
that soon normalcy in
the movement of trains
will be restored and it is
expected by Sept 17.

e-auction system in Sambalpur
division for commercial and
non-fare revenue contracts

Rajnandgaon, Sep 15:

After bifurcation of
Rajnandgaon district
into two other districts,
preparations for imple-
mentation of govern-
ment schemes have been
expedited in
Rajnandgaon district.

Taking a new initia-
tive, Rajnandgaon
Collector Doman Singh
has decided to organize
public darshan at the
block level so that the
general public does not
have to go astray for their
problems.

Collector Doman Singh
told during the discus-
sion that the Jandarshan
camp being organized at
Rajnandgaon district
headquarters has been
getting better response
and the problems of the
common people are being
solved fast.

In view of this, he has
now decided to organize
Jandarshan camp at the

block level in
Rajnandgaon district so
that the problems of the
people can be resolved at
the camp site itself.

Listening to the prob-
lems of the general pub-
lic, by setting up such
camps from development
block headquarters
Churia to Dongargaon
and Dongargarh, we will
try to solve them at the
camp site as much as pos-
sible, he asserted.

According to the collec-
tor, the implementation
of government schemes

is being done at a fast
pace in Rajnandgaon dis-
trict and efforts are also
being made in this direc-
tion to ensure that the
schemes can be ensured
within the time limit.

The Collector said that
according to the instruc-
tions and intentions of
the state government, de-
velopment works are
being carried out in
Rajnandgaon district.

Collector also said that
in order to improve the
quality of education in
government schools, as
soon as he took charge,
he had given the respon-
sibility to the officials to
go to government schools
and teach children for
half an hour, which is
yielding positive results.

The Collector also in-
formed that special atten-
tion is being paid to the
quality of construction
works being done by var-
ious departments in the
district.

Public darshan to 
be held at the block level 

Collector Doman Singh’s new initiative

167 teams begin door-to-door vaccination 
In 67 wards of KMC

SSaammbbaallppuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  

Indian Railways has taken
steps to bring Commercial
Earning and Non-Fare Revenue
contracts under the ambit of
electronic auction through Indian
Railway e-Procurement System
(IREPS), in line with prevailing e-
auction of scrap sale. 

The Ministry of Railways has
recently launched e-auction for
Commercial earning and Non-
Fare Revenue (NFR) contracts
online. This will not only increase
Railways earning but also bolster
efforts being taken by the
Government for ease of doing
business. 

With this e-Auction system,
the tedious process of tendering
would get simplified.  The earn-
ing assets up for auction will be
parcel vans, pay-and-use toilets,
advertisement rights on station
circulating areas and coaches,
air-conditioned waiting rooms,
cloak rooms, parking lots, plastic
bottle crushers, ATMs, station
co-branding, video screens for
content on demand etc.

In the e-auction process, a bid-
der from anywhere in the country
needs to self-register once for
participating in the auctions of

any field unit of the Indian
Railways through the portal.
There is no financial turnover
requirement for annual contracts
of up to Rs 40 lakh. 

A successful bidder would be
able to receive acceptance online
and through email in a very short
span of time and thus boosting
the paperless process. Due to
this e-auction process, tenders
will be finalized instantly, with
better monitoring of contracts.
The contracts agreements will be
signed digitally, to boost Digital
India initiatives. 

The Sambalpur Division has
already started working through
an e-auction system. Many
Commercial and Non-fare
Revenue contracts have been
uploaded in the portal. The
Division appeals to all concerned
to take advantage of the e-auc-
tion system.   

Interested parties may visit
IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in,
for further information and for
Sambalpur Division’s dates of e-
auctions. For any query regard-
ing participation in the e-
Auctions may contact in the
office of the Sr. Divisional
Commercial Manager ,
Sambalpur. 

Pasara Bazar looming in darkness
As many of the streetlights are out of order

Free Divyang 
camp underway 

Konta/Sukma, Sep 15:  

For the first time in
Sukma district, a grand
camp is being organized
by Jain society for the dis-
abled. A free Divyang
camp will be organized till
September 17 at Oswal
Bhawan, District
Headquarters Sukma
Nagar. All the disabled
people from all over the

Sukma district can take
readymade limbs and
wheel chair after free
testThis program is being
organized under the aegis
of J. M. Charitable Trust
Jagdalpur, in which spe-
cial cooperation is of
Rural Adivasi Samaj
Vikas Sansthan Saunsar
(Madhya Pradesh) and
Sakal Jain Samaj Sukma
(Chhattisgarh).

Rajnandgaon, Sep 15: 

Immersion tableaux
were taken out at
Nandgaon district head-
quarters on the last day of
Ganesh festival and spec-
tators from all over the
district had arrived to see
the panoramic tableaux.
There was a huge crowd of
spectators at the city
joints and squares.

Amidst the tight securi-
ty of the police, panoram-
ic tableaux kept coming
out from different routes

of Nandgaon district
headquarters, as the
Police Department had to
struggle a lot in making
arrangements due to the
huge crowd in the city’s
busiest areas Bharat Mata
Chowk, Tiranga Chowk
and Manav Mandir
Chowk. Duty of more than
a thousand soldiers was
imposed, and the officers
also took command
overnight.

Here it takes to know
that after a long gap of two
years, immersion

tableaux were taken out
on the last day of Ganesh
festival at Nandgaon dis-
trict headquarters today
and this time too, more
than two dozen tableaux
were made by well-known
committees to thrill the
audience. This time too,
moving tableaux based on
the stories of gods and
goddesses were made by
the committees, which
kept the spectators
thrilled. The immersion
floats kept coming out till
late night.

People gather in large number
to see panoramic tableaux

Kharora, Sep 15:

It was on recommenda-
tions by the President
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Sangh (CPSS) Tahal
Singh Sahu, Akhil
Bharatiya Tailik Sahu
Mahasabha (Yuwa
Prakosth) and President of
Chhattisgarh Telghani
Vikas Board (CTVB)
Sanndeep Sahu, former
president Handicraft
Board Deepak Tarachand
Sahu and state convener of
CPSS (Yuwa Prakosth)
Anand Sahu, Lilesh Sahu
has been appointed as
Joint Secretary of CPSS
Yuwa Prakosth Raipur div.

Lilesh Sahu on his ap-

pointment has expressed
gratitude towards the of-
fice bearers of all the
above associations of
Sahu Samaj and Sangh
and assured to meet up
their expectations as well.
It is in order to provide

momentum to creative
programmes in state and
in Raipur division and to
keep the Samaj people
united and his dedication
that Lilesh Sahu of Kasdol
has been given the above
responsibility.

Lilesh Sahu further in-
formed that all the youth
of the Society should dele-
gate their responsibilities
for implementation of cre-
ative works and pro-
grammes by joning the
main-stream of the socie-
ty.

He also made an appeal
to all the youth of Samaj to
extend help in creative
and new works keeping
the Samaj on the top.

Lilesh Sahu appointed Jt. Secy. CPSS Youth Cell
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TRIAL RUN

Joka-Taratala Metro first trial run in Kolkata, Thursday. 

CELEBRATION TIME

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) workers celebrate the government decision to implement 1932 Kahtiyan, at Albert
Ekka Chowk in Ranchi, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Convicted
 New Delhi: A court

here has convicted a
man for the offence of
murder, saying the
prosecution had firm-
ly established the
chain of circum-
stances pointing to-
wards the guilt of the
accused. Kuldeep
Yadav was charged
with the offence of
murdering the victim
Sonwati by stabbing
her multiple times and
then slitting her
throat in the Sangam
Vihar area of south
Delhi on the interven-
ing night of October
24-25, 2014.

Suicide
 Bahraich: A 48-year-

old assistant engineer
at Akashwani alleged-
ly hanged himself out
of depression, police
said on Thursday.
Gyan Prakash
Sharma was posted as
an assistant support
engineer at
Akashwani’s FM
radio station, located
in the Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) head-
quarters premises in
Agaiya village.

Jail term
 Thane: The Thane

district court has sen-
tenced a 44-year-old
coaching class teacher
to 20 years’ rigorous
imprisonment for rap-
ing a teenage student.
Additional Sessions
Judge Maheshwari B
Patwari convicted
Sanjay Bhagchandani,
resident of
Koparkhairne in Navi
Mumbai, under the
Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences Act.

Detained 
 Jammu: Two alleged

drug peddlers, includ-
ing a woman, were de-
tained under the
Public Safety Act on
Thursday during raids
in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Reasi dis-
trict, police said. The
PSA is an administra-
tive law that allows de-
tention without charge
or trial for up to two
years in some cases.

Booked 
 Thane: Four persons

were booked in Thane
in Maharashtra after a
15-year-old girl com-
plained that she was
forcibly married off to
man who sexually ex-
ploited and tortured
her, an official said on
Thursday. As per the
girl, she was married
off in a mosque in
Aurangabad district
on May 15 this year
and her “husband” es-
tablished sexual rela-
tions with her after
the couple shifted to
Muzaffarpur, the
Chitalsar police sta-
tion official said.

Death
 Mangaluru: A 14-

year-old boy, injured
after being hit by an
unidentified truck at
Uchila in Udupi dis-
trict, succumbed on
Thursday, police said.
The deceased was
Samarth while his fa-
ther Prabhakar 
Kotha, also involved in
the accident, had died
on the spot.

BJP National President JP
Nadda being welcomed

upon his arrival in Dimapur,
Nagaland. 

Kolkata, Sep 15 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee Thursday
claimed that the state will
be number one in creation
of jobs in the next four to
five years which is the aim
of the government now.

Banerjee, who was
speaking at an event in
Kharagpur, said that the
government’s job is to
“match make” job seekers
and industry with employ-
ment generation as its tar-
get. “Employment genera-
tion is my target at the mo-
ment. My aim is to make
Bengal number one in job
creation in the next four to
five years,” she said.

Distributing certificates
and offer letters to those
who have successfully
completed the `Utkarsh
Bangla’ skill development
programme, Banerjee said
the state has been ad-
judged number one in skill

development. “The num-
ber of polytechnics and
ITIs have proliferated in
Bengal and the govern-
ment has created a plat-
form for the match mak-
ing,” she said. Banerjee
said that while there has
been a 45 per cent decrease
in employment in the

country, the figure for
West Bengal has risen by
40 per cent. More job op-
portunities will be created
as 89,000 teachers will be
appointed soon. Referring
to projects coming up in
the state, she said Tata
Metaliks will invest Rs 600
crore in a new project at

Kharagpur industrial
park, which will create 500
to 1000 jobs. The state gov-
ernment is developing
mining in Deocha
Pachami coal block in
Birbhum district where
nearly one lakh jobs will
be created. “Work on the
Deocha Pachami coal
block has already started.
But BJP and the CPI(M)
are creating disturbances
there everyday. Shale gas
production will commence
in Asansol, while the
Dankuni-Amritsar freight
corridor will see the com-
ing up of many indus-
tries,” she said. Around Rs
72,000 crore will be invest-
ed in the Jungal Mahal
Sundari project, she
added. The project by the
state government will in-
volve an investment of Rs
32000 crore in Purulia to
generate large scale em-
ployment in the backward
district, Banerjee had an-
nounced earlier.

‘Bengal will be no 1 in 
creation of jobs in 4-5 years’

WB CM Mamata Banerjee during a job card distribution
event at Kharagpur Industrial Park, in West Medinipur
district. 

Patna, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Election strategist-
turned-activist Prashant
Kishor on Thursday
claimed to have told Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar that the state’s
much-touted liquor prohi-
bition drive has been a
“complete failure”, and in
need of a “review”.

Kishor, who is in
Champaran for prepara-
tions of his 3,500-km pada-
yatra’ covering the entire
state, also said he met
Kumar out of “courtesy”.

“I am amused to read re-
ports that I met the CM, se-
cretly, in the thick of
night. Our meeting took
place on Tuesday, around
4.30 pm. Our common
friend Pavan Varma had
arranged the meeting, he
said, a day after Kumar ac-
knowledged having met
the IPAC founder.

Kishor, who was an ad-
visor to the chief minister
when the latter imposed
prohibition in April 2016,
said it is his view, shared

by many experts that
agencies responsible for
investigation and prosecu-
tion are now busy enforc-
ing the liquor ban, which
has taken a toll on law and
order. “Prohibition has
been a complete failure,
existing only on paper be-
cause of rampant corrup-
tion. Women, in whose
name the drastic measure
was taken, are the worst
sufferers as they have to
do the leg work when their
menfolk end up behind
bars for flouting the law,
said the former JD(U)
vice-president. “I told this
to the CM as well, while
sharing my experiences of

the last few months that I
have spent touring Bihar. I
said the measure must be
reviewed ( punarvichaar’)
without being treated as a
matter of aham’ (ego),
Kishor said. Asked about
the freak shooting by two
motorcycle-borne miscre-
ants at Begusarai, which
left one dead and many in-
jured, he said such inci-
dents do confirm fears of
those who thought law and
order will deteriorate with
a change in regime.

“But, this has not hap-
pened overnight. Law and
order was deteriorating
even when the BJP was in
power, though they may be
finding it convenient to
raise the matter only now,
Kishor said. Maintaining
that the political realign-
ment in Bihar was “state-
specific with no national
ramifications”, he also
said that the seven-party
Mahagathbandhan’ need-
ed to deliver on promises
like 10 lakh government
jobs to catch public imagi-
nation.

‘Prohibition a complete failure,
asked Nitish to review it’

Prashant Kishor

PP eople will keep harmoni-
ca instead of cigarette

packets/alcohol in their pock-
ets,says International
Harmonica Player , multiple
world holder , Soham
Mukhopadhyay. Besides ,
mainstream music Soham is
offering alternative
music/music therapy to the
people who are facing breath-
ing problem, mental stress and
lot of physical complications
for decades.”Breathing is the
only Friend of a human being
who stands with them from
their birth to death.But people
are of breathing properly . It
has been proved that “Prana
Vayu “ or people’s breathing
has a strong impact upon peo-
ple’s physical and mental
health. Their are many kind of
vayus in human bodies.
Continuous smoking, taking
junk foods , alcohol and Al the
last irregular and improper

exercise of Breathing causes
many kind of mental and phys-
ical problems in our society,
says Soham. Soham has the
unique ability to play harmoni-
ca by nose for hours and he has
several world records for it and
he acquired this technique by
practicing ancient yoga tech-
niques and he devoted himself
to help people to cure their
physical, mental problems with
the help of music and alterna-
tive medicine.  Apart from
being a musician, Soham is
also a Reiki and Lama Phra

Healer , he offers different
level of reiki healing courses to
people who is suffering from
various types of problems.”it
has a miracle power to cure
any kind of problem from their
root and so many people from
worldwide are highly satisfied
after receiving reiki healing”
says Soham. “ As a healer and
musician I combine both by
observing/ counseling people’s
problems.”

“ I dreamt of seeing har-
monica in every people pocket
instead of ciggerate packet. If
they need to smoke.. I will try
to teach them smoking a nor-
mal air through
harmonica..hope they will
enjoy it and also will learn
some popular tunes from me ..
It will be my achievements if I
help them quit smoking.. some
achievements are invisible but
it really feel  me proud “, says
Soham.

‘Keep festivities free from 
of intoxication and mental stress’

Madurai, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The breakfast scheme for
government school stu-
dents from class 1 to 5 was
launched here on
Thursday by Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin
and he served and had
food with children.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Stalin said the
scheme would bring bene-
ficial change in the lives of
the poor people and billed
the initiative as one that
would earn a place in his-
tory.

Citing similar initia-
tives in the US and
Europe, he said several
studies have concluded
such breakfast pro-
grammes led to improve-
ment in learning skills
and also their school atten-
dance.

The vision of iconic
leaders, Periyar E V

Ramasamy, C N
Annadurai and M
Karunanidhi was that
nothing -be it povery or
caste- should be an obsta-
cle to access education, he

said.
Following in the foot-

steps of such leaders,
Stalin said he experienced
boundless joy when he is
fulfilling their dreams.

During the early 1900,
when the Colonel Olcott
School took shape in
Chennai, it was social re-
former Pandithar Iyothee
Thassar who sowed the

seeds for providing lunch
to school children.

In a first, the noon meal
scheme was launched in
1922 in a Chennai
Corporation school by
Mayor Pitti Theagarayar,
stalwart of the Justice
Party, which was the pre-
cursor to the Dravidian
movement, Stalin said.

Months ahead of inde-
pendence, the British
regime had put the noon
meal scheme on hold, cit-
ing financial constraints.

In 1955, former Chief
Minister K Kamaraj inau-
gurated the noon meal
scheme, Stalin said and
traced the evolution of the
lunch scheme in Tamil
Nadu from then onwards.

During inspection of
government schools in
Chennai, Stalin said he
learnt that many children
came to schools without
having their breakfast.

Stalin launches free breakfast plan for govt primary students

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin feeds students of Corporation Primary School Aathimoolam
during the inauguration of Chief Minister’s Breakfast Scheme, in Madurai, Thursday.

Indore, Sep 15 (PTI):

Union Minister
Ramdas Athawale on
Thursday dubbed the
Congress’ cross-country
march led by Rahul
Gandhi as “Bharat Todo
Yatra” and said it would
not bring any political
gain to the latter.

The march does not
have “dum” (strength)
and, therefore, its oppo-
nents had no “gum”
(grudge) over it, the
Union Minister of State
for Social Justice and
Empowerment said here.

Gandhi has embarked
on a 3,570 kilometre
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ from
Kanyakumari last week
to rejuvenate the party.

“The Constitution
drafted by Dr BR

Ambedkar has united
different religions,
castes and languages of
the country. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is taking this forward
with his ‘sabka saath,
sabka vikas, sabka vish-
was’ vision. Rahul will
not gain politically from
the yatra as long as Modi

is PM,” he claimed.
Queried on eight
Congress MLAs joining
the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party in Goa,
Athawale said the devel-
opment took place as the
leadership of Rahul
Gandhi is not liked.

“There is nothing left
in the Congress. (Senior
leader) Ghulam Nabi
Azad quit, others have
left, all because they are
unhappy with Rahul
Gandhi’s leadership,”
the Union minister said.

He decried the rape of
a 3-year-old girl in
Bhopal recently and said
the perpetrators should
get capital punishment.

Athawale is here to in-
augurate a two-day
workshop of his min-
istry.

Rahul will not gain politically 
from ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’: Athawale

Hyderabad, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Thursday decided to name
the State’s new
Secretariat, which is
under construction, after
B R Ambedkar.

He directed the State
Chief Secretary to take
steps in this regard, a
CMO release said.

It is a matter of pride for
Telangana people to name
the new Secretariat build-
ing after Ambedkar, the re-
lease quoted Rao as say-
ing. The Telangana gov-
ernment is moving for-
ward with Ambedkar’s
philosophy that all people
should get equal respect in
all sectors, he said. The

separate State of
Telangana became a reali-
ty as Ambedkar incorpo-
rated Article 3 (which
deals with formation of
new states) in the
Constitution with his far-
sightedness, he said.

The State government is
i m p l e m e n t i n g
A m b e d k a r ’ s
Constitutional spirit by
providing humane gover-
nance to SC, ST, BC, mi-
norities, women and also
the poor in “forward
castes,” he said. Telangana
which has become a role
model in the country by
making progress in all sec-
tors with vision once
again stands as a model in
the country by naming the
Secretariat after
Ambedkar, he said.

KCR to name 
new Secretariat after

Ambedkar



WAR TORN UKRAINE

Maria, center, hugs her parents Marina and Alexander during their first meeting after seven months since the 
beginning of the war in the recently retaken town of Izium, Ukraine.
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Bangkok, Sep 15 (AP):

China’s Foreign Ministry
accused the United States of
violating its commitment to
the One China principle
and interfering in internal
Chinese affairs Thursday,
after the U.S. Senate Foreign
Relations committee ap-
proved a new bill that could
significantly increase
American defense support
for the island of Taiwan.

Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning told reporters in
Beijing that China had
lodged serious complaints
with Washington over the
legislation, which still
needs U.S. House and
President Joe Biden’s ap-
proval to become law.

The one-China principle
is the political foundation of
China-U.S. relations, she
said. If the bill continues to
be deliberated, pushed for-
ward or even signed into
law, it will greatly shake the
political foundation of
China-U.S. relations and

cause extremely serious
consequences to China-U.S.
relations and peace and sta-
bility across the Taiwan
Strait. China claims the
self-governing democracy
of Taiwan as its own terri-
tory, and has not ruled out
retaking the island by force
if necessary. The sides split
after a civil war in 1949 and
have no official relations,

with China cutting off even
informal contacts following
the election of independ-

ence-leaning Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen 
in 2016.

China slams US Senate bill supporting Taiwan’s defence

Yerevan (Armenia), Sep 15 (AP):

A cease-fire between
Armenia and Azerbaijan
held Thursday following
two days of fighting that
killed 155 soldiers from
both sides.

Armen Grigoryan, the
secretary of Armenia’s
Security Council, said the
truce brokered thanks to
international mediation
took effect at 8 p.m.
Wednesday. A previous
cease-fire that Russia bro-
kered Tuesday had quick-

ly failed. Armenia’s
Defense Ministry said
Thursday that the situa-
tion on the border with
Azerbaijan was quiet and
no cease-fire violations
were reported. There
was no immediate com-
ment from Azerbaijan’s
government.

The cease-fire declara-
tion followed two days of
heavy fighting that
marked the largest out-
break of hostilities be-
tween the two longtime
adversaries in nearly two

years. Armenia and
Azerbaijan traded blame
for the shelling, with
Armenian authorities ac-
cusing Baku of unpro-

voked aggression and
Azerbaijani officials say-
ing their country was re-
sponding to Armenian at-
tacks.

Cease-fire holds between Armenia and Azerbaijan

Colombo, Sep 15 (PTI):

Sri Lanka will not take
part in any “big power rival-
ry” in the Indian Ocean and
it is unfortunate that his
country has been made the
“punching bag” for
Hambantota, President
Ranil Wickremesinghe has
said, weeks after India and
China clashed over the
docking of a high-tech
Chinese ship at the coun-
try’s southern port.

Sri Lanka certainly does
not want the problems of
the Pacific coming to the
Indian Ocean, he said while
speaking on the crisis-hit
country’s position on the
geo-political stage.

“We don’t participate in a

military alliance, and we
certainly do not want the
problems of the Pacific
coming to the Indian Ocean.
We don’t want this to be an
area of conflict and an area
of war. Sri Lanka will not
take part in any big power
rivalry,” said
Wickremesinghe on

Wednesday while address-
ing the graduation ceremo-
ny of the National Defense
College. His remarks came
weeks after the Chinese em-
bassy and the Indian High
Commission here clashed
verbally over the docking of
the Chinese ship ‘Yuan
Wang 5’ at Sri Lanka’s
southern Hambantota port
for replenishment.

Wickremesinghe said
that the “geopolitics of the
Indian Ocean has unfortu-
nately made Sri Lanka the
punching bag for
Hambantota.” “It is not a
military port. Though ours
is a commercial port it
shows our strategic impor-
tance that many people
come to conclusions which

are unwarranted,”
Wickremesinghe said, in
his second public comment
on the issue in recent
weeks. On August 30,
President Wickremesinghe
appealed to all political par-
ties to join an all-party gov-
ernment to tackle the island
nation’s worst-ever econom-
ic crisis and prevent “strong
economies” from using it as
a “tool of interference.”

“We can no longer be a
nation dependent on loan
assistance. We can also no
longer be used as a tool of
interference by other coun-
tries with strong
e c o n o m i e s , ”
Wickremesinghe said
without naming any 
country.

Sri Lanka will not be part of any Indian
Ocean turf war: Wickremesinghe

Islamabad, Sep 15 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime Mini
ster Shehbaz Sharif has
presented a bleak picture
of the country’s dwin-
dling economy, regretting
that even friendly coun-
tries had started looking
at Pakistan as one that
was always begging for
money.

Today, when we go to
any friendly country or
make a phone call, they
think that we have come
[to them] to beg for money,
Dawn news quoted the
prime minister as saying
in an address to a lawyers’
convention on Wednesday.

Sharif said even small
economies have surpassed
Pakistan, and we have
been wandering for the
past 75 years carrying a
begging bowl.

According to the prime
minister, the country’s
economy was facing a

“challenging situation”
even before the floods,
which had made it more
“complicated”.

The cash-strapped na-
tion has been struggling
with the worst floods in
the past 30 years, leaving
more than 1,400 dead and
33 million people affected
since early June.

A third of the country is
submerged in water and
one in every seven per-
sons is badly affected by
the floods that have led to
an estimated USD 12 bil-
lion in losses that have left
about 78,000 square kilo-

metres (21 million acres)
of crops under water.

The UN said that USD
150 million have been
pledged so far in response
to flash appeals for
Pakistan’s flood victims
but only USD 38 million
has been converted into
assistance.

While several countries
have come forward to pro-
vide aid to Pakistan in
such a crisis, Pakistan and
the UN had launched a
flash appeal for USD 160
million in initial funding
out of which USD 150 mil-
lion has been pledged.

United Nations
Resident and
H u m a n i t a r i a n
Coordinator Julien
Harneis said the United
States, Canada, United
Kingdom, Japan,
Denmark, Australia,
Singapore, and others
were the main donors be-
sides the Central

Emergency Response
Fund of the United
Nations, which raised
USD 10 million.

Meanwhile, the
Nepalese government
Wednesday sent humani-
tarian relief materials to
Pakistan to support the
flood-affected people. The
Nepal Airlines chartered
flight carried food items,
medicines, and garments
apart from other house-
hold items. Canada on
Wednesday announced an
additional USD 25 million
of funding in humanitari-
an assistance to support
Pakistan in this difficult
time. An official statement
said the new allocation
was in addition to the USD
5 million announced last
month and added that
Canada would continue to
provide food, clean water,
and other essential servic-
es through trusted part-
ners.

Even friendly countries started looking
at Pakistan as beggars: PM Sharif Chronicle
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BJP's resuscitation 
in Bengal 

The BJP had called a march to
the secretariat, termed as
"Nabanna Cholo" rally, to protest
against the corruption of the
Trinamool Congress, particularly
after heavyweight ministers were
arrested on the charges of corrup-
tion. The support and participation
from the BJP's party workers and
the people of West Bengal was very
surprising. It was seen that the BJP
was in defensive mood due to the
post-poll violence and resignation
of prominent leaders from the party
after the defeat in the West Bengal
Assembly election. The morale of
the party workers was down. Also,
their lives have been under threat.
The trust of the people declined
day by day. However, the alleged
corruption of TMC leaders in recent
time and the activeness of the BJP
leadership not only resuscitated the
BJP's state unit, but also the grass-
root party workers. 

GGiitteesshh  CChh  AArryyyyaa,,  NNaaggaaoonn..

Blow to India's
democracy

Refers to eight Goa Congress
MLAs join  Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). It is not a blow for
Congress, but for India's democra-
cy. Enmasse switching sides with-
out any valid reasons given to the
electorate is treachery against
voters who elected them.
Incidentally, as per the 2019 expe-
rience (when 10 of its 17 MLAs
had detected en masse to the BJP)
the Congress was more cautious
and before the election all these 8
MLAs swore in front of Temples,
Mosque and Churches, even took
oath that they will not change
party and will work for the people!
Alas! Not only betrayal of pledge
even too after swearing in front of
the Gods, shows inbuilt character.
Betrayal is not to the Congress but
to Goa voter's hope & belief.
People wonder how will the BJP
remain the party with a difference
if it onboards so many turncoats
and party hoppers? Interestingly,
welcoming these public betrayer
eight  Congress MLA, the Goa
Chief Minister (CM) Pramod
Sawant said, “The Congress’
Bharat Jodo yatra has turned into
a Congress Chhodo (leave
Congress) yatra in Goa. They have
all joined us unconditionally, being
influenced by PM Modi ‘s resolu-
tion to build a New India. In the
same tune the kingpin of this dirty
political drama, former senior
Congress leader and former CM
Digambar Kamat said “in politics,
sometimes circumstances compel
you to take a decision. I have ac-
cordingly taken a decision in the
interests of the State. It was taken
after looking at the work of PM
Modi.” People wonder, after eight
years of BJP rule Mr Kamat with
his seven other aides realised the
importance of Modi governance.
Or switching sides out of the blue
can only be greed for money and
power? BJP not only with the huge
black money it has accumulated in
8 years of power, now offering
those huge monies, ministries and
inducements, the BJP is trying to
uproot the opposition. BJP is
killing our democracy with the
help of ED, CBI, IT, Money etc. But
will the IT department find out
those eight MLAs' wealth before
and after switching sides?

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  
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Gaya: Hindu devotees gather to perform pind daan rituals for their ancestors during Pitra Paksha, at Vishnupad Temple
in Gaya, Thursday, Sept. 15.

PIND DAAN RITUALS

Deby Cassill

W hen I first started
my job as a biolo-

gist at the University of
South Florida, I drove my
Jeep to a grassy field, dug
up a mound of fire ants and
shoveled it into a 5-gallon
bucket. Immediately, thou-
sands of ants swarmed out
of the soil and up the walls
of the bucket headed for
freedom. Luckily I had a lid.
How do ants make climbing
walls, ceilings and other
surfaces look so easy? I've
been studying ants for 30
years, and their climbing
abilities never cease to
amaze me. Worker ants who
are all female have an im-
pressive toolbox of claws,
spines, hairs and sticky
pads on their feet that en-
able them to scale almost
any surface.
Human hands vs. ant feet

To understand ant feet, it
helps to compare them with
human hands. Your hand
has one broad segment, the
palm. Sprouting from your
palm are four fingers and an
opposable thumb. Each fin-
ger has three segments,
while your thumb has only
two segments. A hard nail
grows from the tips of your
fingers and thumb.

Humans have two hands
ants have six feet. Ant feet
are similar to your hands
but are more complex, with
an additional set of weird-
looking parts that enhance
them. Ant feet have five
jointed segments, with the
end segment sporting a pair
of claws. The claws are
shaped like a cat's and can
grip irregularities on walls.
Each foot segment also has
thick and thin spines and
hairs that provide addition-
al traction by sticking into

microscopic pits on tex-
tured surfaces like bark.
Claws and spines have the
added benefit of protecting
ant feet from hot pavement
and sharp objects, just as
your feet are protected by
shoes. But the feature that
truly separates human
hands from ant feet are in-
flatable sticky pads, called
arolia.

Sticky feet
Arolia are located be-

tween the claws at the tip of
every ant foot. These bal-
loonlike pads allow ants to
defy gravity and crawl on
ceilings or ultrahard sur-
faces like glass. When an
ant walks up a wall or
across a ceiling, gravity
causes its claws to swing
wide and pull back. At the
same time, its leg muscles
pump fluids into the pads at
the end of its feet, causing
them to inflate. This body

fluid is called hemolymph,
which is a sticky fluid simi-
lar to your blood that circu-
lates throughout an ant's
body. After the hemolymph
pumps up the pad, some of
it leaks outside the pad,
which is how ants can stick
to a wall or a ceiling. But
when an ant picks up its
foot, its leg muscles contract
and suck most of the fluid
back into the pad and then
back up the leg. This way an
ant's blood is reused over
and over pumped from the
leg into the pad, then sucked
back up the leg so none is
left behind.

Ants are feather-light, so
six sticky pads are enough
to hold them against the pull
of gravity on any surface. In
fact, at home in their under-
ground chambers, ants use
their sticky pads to sleep on
the ceiling. By sleeping on
the ceiling, ants avoid the

rush-hour traffic of other
ants on the chamber floors.

A unique gait
When you walk, your left

and right feet alternate so
one is on the ground while
the other is in the air, mov-
ing forward. Ants also alter-
nate their feet, with three on
the surface and three in the
air at a time.

The walking pattern of
ants is unique among six-
legged insects. In ants, the
front and back left feet are
on the ground with the mid-
dle right foot, while the
front and back right feet and
the middle left foot are in
the air. Then they switch.
It's fun to try to copy this tri-
angular pattern using three
fingers on each hand. The
next time you see an ant
crawling up a wall, look
closely and you might wit-
ness some of these fascinat-
ing features at work.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

T he Varanasi district court has opened the doors
to a renewed legal process likely to go all the way

to the highest court. But at the same time, it must not be
forgotten that the crux of the Gyanvapi mosque case
lies in politics, rather than in law. Varanasi district
judge Ajaya Krishna Vishvesha said the court would
hear a petition seeking the right to worship Maa
Shringar Gowri within the mosque complex on
September 22 and dismissed the mosque committee’s
objections against the petition, which were on the
grounds that it is barred by the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991, the Waqf Act, 1995 and
the UP Shri KashiVishwanath Temple Act, 1983. He de-
livered the 26-page order on Monday, reading out his de-
cision in 10 minutes in the presence of 32 people includ-
ing lawyers from both sides, said an advocate who was
present in the courtroom to which entry was restricted.
Some people gathered outside the court rejoiced, dis-
tributing sweets. Judge Vishvesha said: “The plaintiffs
are only demanding right to worship MaaSringarGauri
and other visible and invisible deities which were being
worshipped incessantly till 1993 and after 1993 till now
once in a year under the regulatory of State of Uttar
Pradesh. Therefore, the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991 does not operate as the bar on the
suit of plaintiffs.” The Act, legislated by Parliament in
the backdrop of the Ramjanmabhoomi agitation,
freezes the status of religious places as they existed on
August 15, 1947.

The judge has held that the petitioners only sought
the right to worship as a civil right at the disputed prop-
erty and their appeal did not seek conversion of the
mosque to a temple or demand ownership of the com-
plex. Vishvesh rejected the Anjuman Intezamia Masjid
Committee's petition questioning the maintainability of
the case, which has reignited the Kashi Vishwanath
temple-Gyanvapi Masjid dispute. The mosque commit-
tee's dismissed plea had cited the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991 to make its case. The
mosque committee has said it will appeal against the
district court order. The Supreme Court, which had in
the first place insisted that the district court hear the
petition against the plea by the devotees, will soon hear
the challenge to the constitutionality of the Places of
Worship Act. The Hindu claim to mosques at Ayodhya,
Kashi and Mathura has been part of a political project
pursued by the BJP and other SanghParivar outfits, in
court and on the street. Ayodhya, Kashi and Mathura
emerged as political flashpoints — put on the backburn-
er only during the BJP’s coalition years. Over time,
shrine politics — its culmination the demolition of the
Babri Masjid in 1992 — has enmeshed with narratives
of nationhood and Hindu self-pride that frame Muslims
as outsiders. The Supreme Court, in its 2019 order clear-
ing the decks for the temple to be built in Ayodhya
where the Babri masjid once stood, described the Places
of Worship Act as a “legislative instrument designed to
protect the secular features of the Indian polity, which
is one of the basic features of the Constitution”. The
Varanasi court order puts a question mark on that and
frames the challenge ahead.

Gyanvapi mosque case 
mired in politics

Rupak G Duarah 

T he Ozone layer is a part of the atmosphere which
is located 9 to 18 miles above the Earth's surface.

This layer plays a major role in protecting our health
and the environment by absorbing almost all harmful
ultraviolet rays of the sun. UV light such as UVB and
UVA are harmful to us because they cause skin cancer,
melanoma, premature ageing, weakened immune sys-
tems, eye problems etc. But it is a matter of great con-
cern that the ozone layer which is the protector of UV
rays of the sun is getting thinner day by day due to
chemicals called chlorofluorocarbons (CFC). The CFC
is a molecule which contains the elements of carbon,
chlorine and fluorine. Such CFCs are available in the
world, mostly in refrigerants and plastic products.
Ozone molecules are simply made of three joined oxy-
gen atoms and they are always being destroyed and re-
formed naturally. But CFCs in the air make it very diffi-
cult for ozone to reform once it's broken apart. As such,
the ozone layer is getting thinner and thinner almost
every day and becomes a threat to living beings since
the depleting ozone layer offers less protection from the
harmful UV rays and both humans and animals are af-
fected by UV radiation. Even the environment is also
impacted by the UV rays which inhibit the growth
process of plants. As such, certain species of plants be-
come extinct from the earth's surface. In this regard, to
spread awareness among people about the importance
of the ozone layer, September 16 of every year is ob-
served globally as an 'International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone Layer. The Day is proclaimed
by the UN General Assembly on December 19, 1994.
This International Day commemorates the signing of
the Montreal Protocol on 'Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer. The Montreal Protocol was an important
monumental event which took place on September 16,
1987, for realizing the importance of discontinuing the
use of ozone-depleting substances. Scientists and re-
searchers say that ozone depletion can be reversible if
the common people know the importance of the Ozone
Layer and show their awareness of protecting it. To
make everyone more conscious about it, numerous en-
vironmental groups of the world promote awareness
programmes in society on this day. Moreover, the Day
remembers our roles and responsibilities in protecting
the ozone layer. Around the world on this Day, different
organizations, educational institutions etc., promote
ozone-friendly products, distribute public awareness
posters, banners or arrange meetings, seminars etc.,
among people to make everyone aware of it and to save
the ozone layer from depletion.

A day for preservation 
of the ozone layer

T he churn in the opposition
camp in view of the general

elections that are to happen in
less than two years can throw up
several possibilities. It may be
too early to predict whether a
phoenix emerges or the churn
ends in scattering stars. The
question is who will challenge
Narendra Modi and does any op-
position leader have an alterna-
tive to 'sabka vishwas'... and the
power of Hindutva? Presently,
the opposition is disjointed,
with each party in their own
realm, weaving their own webs
to stay afloat. According to the
Election Commission of India,
the total number of registered
parties is 2,858 — eight national
parties, 54 state parties and 2,796
unrecognized parties. (This data
dates back to September last
year.) From time to time, some of
these parties come together to
form one or the other front.

The country has seen several
coalition governments at the
Centre as well as in the states. At
the Centre, the experiment
began in 1977 with the short-
lived Janata Party government
headed by Morarji Desai. Then
there was the National Front
government, first headed by VP
Singh, followed by the United
Front government, first headed
by HD Deve Gowda in 1996, fol-
lowed by the BJP-led coalition
headed by AB Vajpayee in 1997,

the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) in 1999, which
was followed by the Manmohan
Singh-led United Progressive
Front in 2004 and 2009. In 2014,
the NDA under Narendra Modi
took over. Being out of power for
10 years at the Centre and in-
creasingly losing the states as
well, the opposition has been
finding itself on the back foot
and almost waning in political
influence across the country.
But will it be able to come to-
gether to take on the BJP? That
is the million-dollar question.
After the drubbing in the 2014
Lok Sabha polls, the opposition
was at a loss to figure out how to
counter the Modi wave, which
remained more or less the same
even in the 2019 elections. In be-
tween, elections in a number of
states have been good off and on
for the Opposition. Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, and now
Maharashtra are examples
where the opposition lost de-
spite forming governments ini-
tially. The BJP has been far
ahead in its political strategies
before and after elections. The
opposition, most of the time, has
been in a state of utter disarray
with weak strategies and also
lacking the will to take on the
might of Modi or the BJP. For
any thriving democracy, it is es-
sential to have a robust opposi-
tion that can make the people
see through the government's
policies and decisions, and take
up issues meaningfully. This
may be an ideal situation, but
the fact remains that the opposi-
tion, most of the time, has failed
to rise to the occasion. Whether
it is inside Parliament or out-
side, the general feeling is that
despite grave issues confronting
the government, and the many
sticks to beat the government
with, the opposition has not
been able to do much, except for

Modi bashing. The opposition
has several stalwarts and mass
leaders who have individual
areas of influence. Such as
Mamata Banerjee in West
Bengal, MK Stalin in Tamil
Nadu, K Chandrashekar Rao in
Telangana, Nitish Kumar in
Bihar, the Left in Kerala, the
Congress in MP and
Chhattisgarh, Naveen Patnaik
in Odisha, Jagan Mohan Reddy
in Andhra, and the AAP supre-
mo Arvind Kejriwal. Besides
them, there are the Gandhis and
the other dynasts, such as those
of Sharad Pawar, Mulayam
Singh, Lalu Prasad, Deve
Gowda, the Abdullahs and the
Muftis. The list is long. The ma-
jority of them tasted power for a
long time, and now want the pie
at the Centre. Most of these lead-
ers dream of taking up top jobs
in the country. Rahul Gandhi,
Mamata Banerjee, KCR, Sharad
Pawar, and the latest on the list,
Arvind Kejriwal, all have made
their aspirations known. The
contenders are many, which has
perhaps been one of the big hur-
dles in the way of opposition
unity. There is no political party
at the national level which can
single-handedly take on the
Modi-led BJP. Congress, over the
past eight years, has been going
downhill, so much so that other
parties are shying away from
forming alliances with it. To re-
cover lost ground, Congress has
been betting on its Bharat Jodo
Yatra. Rahul Gandhi is aiming
to rebuild his party and salvage
his image. But more than creat-
ing influence, Rahul Gandhi
seems to be generating other
controversies that threaten to
overshadow the Yatra's intent.
Mamata Banerjee finds herself
on shaky ground after ministers
and leaders from her party have
been caught in scams. As stacks
of cash recovered from the

premises of the leaders of her
party get flashed in the media,
her image takes a beating. KCR
and Stalin do not carry the same
popularity in the rest of the
country as they do in their re-
spective states. Their area of in-
fluence outside their states is
limited. That leaves two names –
Nitish Kumar and Arvind
Kejriwal. Kejriwal has been
gradually increasing his party's
footprint across the country.
Slowly, he is trying to take over
the space vacated by Congress.
His area of influence across the
country is rising. His party is
projecting him as PM material,
but he may not be ready for the
top job in 2024, as a lot will de-
pend upon AAP's performance
in Gujarat and Himachal
Assembly polls.

In case, the BJP takes a hit
from the AAP, then Kejriwal
will prove to be the biggest con-
tender from the entire opposi-
tion. Nitish Kumar's activism
after severing his ties with the
BJP in getting the Opposition
unified has propelled him to
the national stage. Though he
has been reluctant to admit
that he is a claimant for the top
post, his meetings with several
other opposition leaders have
been enough to make his aspi-
rations public. It is too early to
predict whether the Opposition
will get united before the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. The unity
to a large extent depends upon
Congress, which insists on
being the centre of the alliance.
It has been proving to be a
speed-breaker in the unity ef-
forts. With several opposition
leaders trying to make individ-
ual efforts towards some sort of
unity, the political game has al-
ready begun. With less than
two more years to go, the coun-
try seems to be entering into
poll mode.

Too many state stalwarts who can’t 
agree on a national leader

ASAD MIRZA

How do ants crawl on walls? 
A biologist explains their sticky, spiky, gravity-defying grip
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Losing high
investment

Mumbai: The
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP)  won-
dered whether Eknath
Shinde was made the
chief minister of
Maharashtra at the
cost of losing the
mega Vedanta-
Foxconn semiconduc-
tor project to Gujarat.
NCP chief spokesper-
son Mahesh Tapase
asked if Shinde, a
Shivsainik, was serv-
ing the interest of
Maharashtra or
Gujarat. The plant
was earlier supposed
to be set up in
Maharashtra and the
previous Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment had held several
rounds of discussions
with Foxconn. It
seems CM Shinde was
made the chief minis-
ter of Maharashtra at
the cost of losing such
a high investment
plant to Gujarat.

Highway 
construction

New Delhi: The pace
of national highway
construction in the
country has slowed to
19 km per day during
the first five months of
the current financial
year, according to offi-
cial data. While the
pace of national high-
way (NH) construc-
tion in the country
had touched a record
37 km per day in 2020-
21, it had slowed to
28.64 km a day in 2021-
22, due to pandemic-
related disruptions
and a longer-than-
usual monsoon in
some parts of the
country. “The
Ministry has con-
structed 2,912 km of
National Highways up
to August 2022, as
compared to 3,355 km
up to August last year.

Green mobility

New Delhi: Green
mobility is going to
play a major role in
decarbonisation of
India’s transport sec-
tor, NITI Aayog CEO
Parameswaran Iyer
said on Wednesday.
Iyer, while addressing
an event organised by
the ‘Shoonya Forum’,
noted that the role of
financing is critical
for scaling of electric
mobility in India. He
also stressed on the
need of finding ways
to reduce risks associ-
ated with financing of
electric vehicles.

Tea output
Kolkata: With embat-
tled Sri Lanka wit-
nessing a fall in tea
production, India is
likely to fill up the vac-
uum created by the is-
land nation, the Tea
Association of India
(TAI) said. TAI secre-
tary general P K
Bhattacharya said
this is reflected by
price rise of the ortho-
dox variety produced
by Indian tea planters,
with auction realisa-
tion increasing
sharply by about Rs 75
to Rs 100 per kg.

MOU SIGNING CEREMONY

Union Minister for Power and New & Renewable Energy RK Singh speaks during MoU signing ceremony
between National Sports Development Fund (NSDF) and NTPC, in New Delhi, Wednesday, Sept. 14. Union
Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Anurag Thakur is also seen.

New Delhi, Sep 15: 

Fitch Ratings on
Thursday slashed its pro-
jection of India’s econom-
ic growth to 7 per cent for
current fiscal year, citing
elevated inflation levels
and higher interest rates.
Fitch, which had in June
projected India’s GDP to
grow by 7.8 per cent in
2022-23, also forecast a
slowdown in growth to 6.7
per cent in FY24 from its
earlier estimate of 7.4 per
cent. In its Global
Economic Outlook
September 2022 released
on Thursday, the rating
agency said the GDP
growth of 13.5 per cent in
April-June, as per official
data, was below its June
expectation of 18.5 per
cent increase.

“We expect the economy
to slow given the global
economic backdrop, ele-
vated inflation and tighter
monetary policy,” it said.
“Inflation moderated in
August as crude oil prices

eased, but the risk to food
inflation persists given
negative seasonality to-
wards the end of this
year.”

The wholesale-price-
based inflation softened to
11-month low of 12.41 per
cent in August, even
though retail inflation
inched up to 7 per cent.

Fitch joins other agen-
cies who have downgraded
India’s economic growth
forecast following a below-
expected 13.5 per cent ex-
pansion in April-June (the
first quarter of current fis-
cal year). Moody’s
Investors Service expects
India’s GDP growth to
slow from 8.3 per cent in
2021 to 7.7 per cent in 2022
and to decelerate further
to 5.2 per cent in 2023. In
March, Moody’s had fore-
cast that India’s economy
could expand at 8.8 per
cent in 2022. Citigroup has
sharply cut its FY23
growth projection to 6.7
per cent from 8 per cent
earlier while Goldman

Sachs revised it to 7 per
cent from 7.2 per cent. SBI
expects 6.8 per cent growth
from April 2022 to March
2023 (FY23) and India
Ratings and Research (Ind-
Ra) pegs it at 6.9 per cent.
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) expects the economy
to grow 7.2 per cent in cur-
rent fiscal year. Fitch said
core inflation, which ex-
cludes food, fuel and light,
remained elevated at 6 per
cent while inflation expec-
tations have also stayed
high.

The RBI’s latest survey
of household inflation ex-
pectations eased in July,
but expectations are still
far above pre-pandemic
levels. Destabilising infla-
tion expectations could
risk triggering second-
round effects. “While the
RBI expects monthly infla-
tion data to be volatile in
the near term, its expecta-
tion is for consumer price
inflation (CPI) to ease to-
wards the end of the year,”
it said.

Fitch cuts India’s GDP 
growth forecast to 7% for FY23

Hyderabad, Sept 15:

NMDC received
Rajbhasha Kirti Award for
2021-22 at the Hindi Diwas
Samaroh organised by the
official language
Department, Ministry of
Home Affairs,
Government of India in
Surat today. Amit Shah,
Minister of Home Affairs
and Minister of Co-opera-
tion of India, was present
at the event and lauded the
contribution of
Corporates in preserving
and celebrating the Hindi
language.

NMDC was conferred
with Rajbhasha Kirti -
third prize in the category
of Public Sector
Undertakings located in
Region ‘C’. Sumit Deb,
NMDC Chairman and
Managing Director, re-
ceived the award from
Harivansh Narayan

Singh, Honourable Deputy
Chairman of Rajya Sabha.
Union Minister of State
for Home Affairs Shri
Nisith Pramanik, Union
Minister of State for Home
Affairs Ajay Kumar

Mishra, Members of
Parliamentary Committee
on Official Language, and
Senior Officials of the
Government of India’s
Department of Official
Language were also pres-

ent at the Hindi Diwas
Samaroh.

In 2021, NMDC’s efforts
in promoting the
Rajbhasha were recog-
nized with the Ministry of
Steel’s Ispat Rajbhasha
Samman and the First
Position in its category
from the Town Official
Language Implementation
Committee, Hyderabad. In
2021 NMDC’s house jour-
nal ‘Khanij Bharati’ that
encourages creative and
technical writing in Hindi
also received the First
Position in the Published
Magazine category.

Sumit Deb on this occa-
sion saidt hat, “On this
great celebration of Hindi
Day, let us take a pledge
that we will contribute our
best to establish Hindi and
Indian languages at their
glorious place in the time
of Azadi-ka-Amrit-
Mahotsav.”

NMDC conferred with Rajbhasha Kirti Award

New Delhi, Sep 15: 

India will not face any
power crisis during this
festival season due to coal
shortage at thermal plants
as 20 million tonne of coal
has already been imported
so far, Union Power
Secretary Alok Kumar
said on Thursday. Last
year around this time, the
country faced power crisis
due to coal shortages at
thermal plants. This had
prompted the Centre to
take slew of measures to
scale up supplies and man-
age the crisis in 2021. “It
(power crisis due to coal
shortage) is not going to
happen this time (during
festival season). We have
already imported 20 mil-
lion tonne of coal so far
(this fiscal year) and we

have used 15 million tonne
out of this,” Kumar told
reporters on the sidelines
of conference ‘IN-
SIGHT2022’ on green mo-
bility.

Festival season, espe-
cially in North India, will
begin with the onset of
Navratri in the last week
of September 2022. When
asked whether India will
import more coal, he said
coal will be imported
whenever needed. About

any specific plan to import
more coal, he said there is
always a back-up plan for
any unforeseen situation.

Kumar also talked about
the government’s promo-
tion of electric vehicles
and its charging infra-
structure. He said the gov-
ernment would soon re-
draft Faster Adoption and
Manufacture of (Hybrid
and) Electric Vehicles
Scheme (FAME) to provide
subsidy for setting up of
upstream infrastructure
to firms setting up EV
charging infrastructure.
He explained that discoms
or utilities set up up-
stream infrastructure like
transformers for provid-
ing electricity supply to
EV charging stations
which cost around Rs 5-6
lakh.

No power crisis this festive season, already
imported 20 mn tonne coal: Power Secy

Mumbai, Sept 15: 

Nishant Kanodia,
Chairman of Matix
Fertilisers and
Chemicals Ltd, among
India’s fastest growing
crop nutrient providers,
said today that he expects
India’s eastern region to
be the growth engine of
the country’s demand for
fertilizers in the coming
months and years.

“Eastern India’s low
consumption of fertiliz-
ers, at nearly 158.4 kilo-
grams per hectare, is
much lower than the
212.4 kilograms per
hectare consumed in
northern India,” Nishant
Kanodia said. ”As de-
mand for crop nutrients
can only rise in the re-
gion, Eastern India pro-
vides Matix the opportu-

nity to grow this under-
served market.”

“Matix possesses the lo-
cational advantage of our
manufacturing facility
being in the middle of
eastern India’s agricul-
tural belt,” said Manoj
Mishra, Managing
Director. “Matix’s nearly
700 dealers across six

ag riculture-intensive
states are serviced by
Matix’s urea plant.
India’s eastern region
being the focus of Matix’s
strong distribution net-
work, we are best posi-
tioned to serve farmers in
these states.”

Matix is celebrating
milestones achieved
ahead of its first full year
of operations, the plant
having been commis-
sioned in October 2021.

The fully integrated,
gas-based facility is one
of India’s largest single
stream fertilizer plants,
with the capacity to pro-
duce 1.27 million tonnes
of urea every year. The
technology for the plant
was acquired from global
leaders–KBR, USA, for
ammonia, and Saipem,
Italy, for urea.

Eastern India can be country’s fertilizer
demand growth engine: Kanodia

New Delhi, Sep 15:  

CEAT Ltd, India’s lead-
ing tyre manufacturer, is
the new Official Strategic
Timeout Partner for the
second edition of Road
Safety World Series 2022
(RSWS), the international
T20 cricket league featur-
ing national and interna-
tional cricketing legends.
CEAT has had a long-
standing relationship with
Indian cricket. CEAT is the
bat sponsor of several ace
cricketers, strategic time
out partner for Women’s
cricket cricketers, and the
official timeout partner of
the much-celebrated
Indian Premier League

(IPL) since 2015. Safety of
its customers is para-
mount for CEAT, which is
also reflected in all its
product offerings. In every
communication to its
stakeholders, CEAT al-
ways propagates road safe-
ty and showcases how its
different product segments
enable safety in its tyres
suited for the Indian road
conditions. CEAT is fur-
ther enhancing the impor-
tance of adhering to the
road safety norms of the
country through associa-
tion with RSWS 2022.
Mr.Arnab Banerjee, Chief
Operating Officer, CEAT
Tyres Ltd, said, “CEAT’s
mission has always been to
make ‘Mobility Safer and
Smarter Every day’ and at
the same time, we have a
long association with dif-
ferent formats of cricket.

CEAT bags strategic
time out partnership 
 For second edition

of Road Safety
World Series 2022

Mumbai, Sep 15:

In today’s fast-paced
digital era, we all are look-
ing for options to upgrade
and boost our PC’s per-
formance. Western
Digital’s WD Blue SN570
is a one stop solution to
consider if you are look-
ing for an upgrade.

The WD Blue SN570 is
available in a slim M.2
2280 form factor, and there
are four capacity options:
250GB, 500GB, 1TB and
2TB, with 5-year warran-
ty. The price starts with
Rs 2,720 for 250GB, and
goes up to Rs 20,999 for
2TB, as per Amazon.

The company promises
up to 3500MBps read
speed and 3000MBps write
speed for the 1TB version,

which can help run your
system up to 5X faster
than the brand’s best WD
Blue SN570 has an en-
durance rating of
600TBW for 1TB unit.

You can also download
Western Digital SSD
Dashboard which helps
you monitor your drive’s
health, available space,
temperature and more.
Additionally, the company
gives one-month member-
ship to Adobe Creative
Cloud offering access to
creative apps and services
and other personal files
with included Acronis
True Image for Western
Digital software. During
our test, we found that it
is pretty much exactly
what Western Digital
promised.

WD Blue SN570, 

a great budget NVMe SSD

for PC upgraders

New Delhi, Sep 15:  

As a political storm
brewed over his group
shifting a multi-billion dol-
lar semiconductor factory
from Maharashtra to
Gujarat, mining baron
Anil Agarwal said the site
was chosen based on pro-
fessional and independent
advice. Seeking to soothe
flared political nerves, he
said his mining group
Vedanta is committed to
investing in Maharashtra
as well. Originally, Vedanta
and its partner Foxconn
were looking at
Maharashtra for setting up
the chip factory but on
September 13 signed a
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with the
Gujarat government for in-
vesting Rs 1.52 lakh crore

in the unit. “Vedanta-
Foxconn has been profes-
sionally assessing the site
for a multi-billion dollar
investment. This is a scien-
tific and financial process
which takes several years.
We started this about two
years ago,” Agarwal said
in a series of tweets. A
third party was engaged to
assist in selecting the site
for the project. “Our team
of internal & external pro-
fessional agencies short-
listed few states viz.,

Gujarat, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, TN etc to
help achieve our purpose.
For last two years we have
been engaging with each of
these govts as well as cen-
tral govt & have received
fantastic support,” he said.
Gujarat, he said, was cho-
sen as it met the compa-
ny’s expectations.

While he did not elabo-
rate on the expectations,
the group had wanted 1,000
acres of land free of cost,
and water and power at
concessionary and fixed
prices for 20 years. “We de-
cided Gujarat few months
ago as they met our expec-
tations. But in July meet-
ing with Maharashtra
leadership, they made a
huge effort to outbid other
states with competitive
offer.

Agarwal says Gujarat chosen for 
Rs 1.52 lakh cr project based on ind advice

New Delhi, Sep 15: 

The Cheetah
Reintroduction Project,
fueled by IndianOil and
steered by National
Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), will
formally take off on
September 17th, 2022.
The first batch of
Cheetahs, translocated
from Namibia to India,
will be released into the
Kuno National Park in
the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi. IndianOil, as the
lead energizer of this
project, will support
NTCA with Rs 50.22
crore to take this project
forward.

Speaking on the proj-
ect, Mr S M Vaidya,

Chairman, IndianOil,
said, “IndianOil is proud
to welcome the Cheetahs
back to Indian soil. It is
an affirmation of
IndianOil’s resolve to
align with Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision to preserve
and enhance India’s
wildlife and maintain a
healthy ecological bal-
ance. Restoring original
cheetah habitats and
their biodiversity should
go a long way to stem the
degradation and rapid
loss of biodiversity. As
the only Corporate
championing this special
cause, we hope this pro-
ject’s success will open
up more avenues for
crafting a sustainable fu-
ture”.

IndianOil is proud to welcome
the Cheetahs: Vaidya

New Delhi, Sep 15: 

The government is
working to increase the
domestic production of
coking coal as the country
aims to have a steel mak-
ing capacity of 300 million
tonne by 2030-31, a senior
official said on Thursday.
Coking coal is a key input
in steel making and the
country remains depend-
ent on imports to meet 85
per cent of its coking coal
needs. The government
has taken an important de-
cision by removing the
duty on coking coal to
zero, Steel Secretary
Sanjay Kumar Singh said.
“There have been issues of
prices rise in this area
(coking coal) but of late,
they have come down

quite significantly. Of
course, ultimately what is
going to be the full solu-
tion is that when the pro-
duction of coking coal to
our requirement is done
within the country and
Ministry of Coal is work-
ing for that,” he told PTI.
He was speaking on the
sidelines of the ‘Indian
Steel Markets Conference’
organised by e-market-
place mjunction.

Govt working to increase
domestic coking coal

output: Steel Secretary

Madhuri
Dixit Nene
to star as
lead in
‘Maja Ma’

T
winkle toes
Madhuri Dixit
Nene will be

seen as the lead star
in the upcoming
movie 'Maja Ma', a fami-
ly entertainer slated to re-
lease digitally on October
6. Directed by Anand
Tiwari, 'Maja Ma' is Prime
Video's first Indian
Amazon Original movie,
set against the celebratory
backdrop of a traditional
festival and a quintessen-
tial, colourful Indian wed-
ding.

It boasts of an ensemble
cast including Gajraj Rao,
Ritwik Bhowmik, Barkha
Singh, Srishti Shrivastava,
Rajit Kapur, Sheeba
Chaddha, Simone Singh,
Malhar Thakar and Ninad
Kamat.

Director Anand Tiwari
said that this is his sec-
ond project with Prime
Video after the success
of 'Bandish Bandits'.

"The movie is a
labour of love for all
of us, from the won-
derfully talented
cast to the hard-
working crew, each
of whom have put in
their best to bring
this amazing movie
to the audience."

"The result is a
story with intricate
storytelling, inter-
spersed with human
emotions and several
life lessons that con-
tinue to be with the
audiences long after
they have finished
watching the movie. I
cannot wait to see
the reactions to this
beautifully crafted
story from viewers
within as well out-
side the country."

ACROSS

1. Skills

5. Vows

10. Consumes

14. Entice

15. Prepare to propose

16. Dissolve

17. Press

18. Entrap

19. Skilled

20. Light wood

22. Soak through

24. Cleopatra's snake

25. Illicit

28. Minor disagreements

30. Adversary

32. Flower feature

35. Rose Bowl city

39. Pedro's friend

40. Choir singer

41. Earth

44. Beatle ____ McCartney

45. Achievers

47. Slanted

49. Iowa or Ohio

50. View

51. Manly

53. Cure-all

58. Comedian ____ Hope

60. Horn blast

62. Welcome

63. Burn reliever

65. Mud brick

68. Aristocrat

69. Plumber's concern

70. Stage parts

71. China's continent

72. Love foolishly

73. Evade

74. Looks at

DOWN

1. Defendant's offering

2. Rustic

3. Online troublemaker

4. Taste or smell

5. Approvals

6. Raggedy ____

7. Afternoon affairs

8. Religious dissent

9. Snooze

10. ____ Thurman of "Pulp Fiction"

11. Johann ____ Bach

12. Building extensions

13. Stair part

21. Old

23. Mama's man

26. Afresh

27. Comedian Jay ____

29. Musical speed

31. ____ Gras
33. Spanish water
34. Lounge about
35. Mats
36. Thanks ____! (2 wds.)
37. Bygone river vehicle
38. Main artery
42. Speak imperfectly
43. Statistics
46. Religious subgroup
48. Mob
50. Haitian religion
52. Stash
54. Zones
55. Stop
56. Supernatural
57. Road guide
58. Lacking hair
59. Bogus butter
61. Narrated
64. Supplement
66. Entreat
67. Compass reading (abbr.)
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Daydreams and reveries could inspire new
ideas for creative projects today. Visions,
stories, or melodies might flood your mind,
and it might be a good idea to write them
down before they disappear. You're also
likely to feel more attuned than usual to the
thoughts and feelings of others. Don't be
surprised if you intuitively give people what
they want and need before they ask.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Affection blooms in close relationships as
you tune into the thoughts, feelings, needs,
and desires of those around you.
Communication should be clear, open, and
honest without being brutal. Social events
should prove especially enjoyable today,
Pisces, as you're likely to attract interesting
people with intriguing and useful informa-
tion. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You should be in glowing good health
today, Aries. You're feeling especially fit,
and your appearance likely reflects that.
You're looking for healthy activities that
also bring you pleasure, such as exercise
and proper diet. Find a cookbook full of
tasty recipes and use it. Your relations with
others should be warm, loving, and com-
panionable. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Love blossoms in close relationships as
communication flows freely. You're intuitive
by nature, Taurus, but today you feel espe-
cially attuned to others' thoughts, feelings,
needs, and desires. Don't be surprised if you
grow closer to those around you. Children,
in particular, should provide warmth and
love. If you're artistically inclined, start a
new project today.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Happiness reigns as you and your house-
hold embark on one or more projects
that could make your home more cheer-
ful, Gemini. Warm and companionable
conversations involve sharing interest-
ing information and bring you closer.
Visitors could come by and other people
could call with interesting news. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A conversation with someone in your
neighborhood could prove unexpectedly
pleasant and enjoyable. You might meet
new people and get closer to the ones you
already know. A lot of interesting and use-
ful information could be exchanged. There
might be a future get-together that you'll
want to attend, Cancer, so you have some-
thing to look forward to. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A pleasant surprise comes your way when
you receive either a present or small sum
of money, perhaps in the mail, Leo.
Someone will either pay you back a loan or
you could receive a gift for some small
service you performed for someone. You
could be tempted to turn that around and
buy a present for someone else. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Communication is likely to be warm,
informative, and companionable today,
Virgo, and you'll probably grow closer to
those around you because of it. Your inspi-
ration and imagination flow freely, and
you're likely to want to channel much of
your energy into creative projects. You may
also want to phone a friend who shares your
artistic interests.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

If you're musically or artistically inclined,
Libra, today you might have visions or
melodies in your head that simply cry out to
be written down. If you're a writer, you may
be filled with story ideas. Whatever your
creative interests, inspiration abounds. It's a
good idea to start working on these projects
today or they could disappear.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today should be busy with regard to com-
munication, Scorpio. Calls and emails to
people close to you may take up a lot of
your time. You could be organizing a
meeting or social event of some kind.
You're probably feeling optimistic and
enthusiastic, and you'll likely spread
these feelings to others. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

A meeting - virtual or otherwise - is like-
ly to happen during the course of the
working day, Sagittarius. This should
lead to pleasant and interesting conver-
sations, possibly involving philosophy,
spiritual matters, or the arts.
Communication should be clear and
open. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A message or phone call from someone
dear who lives far away could arrive today.
You've been thinking about this person for a
while, Capricorn, so don't be surprised if
you hear from him or her. You're especially
attuned to the thoughts and feelings of oth-
ers right now. In fact, you may feel espe-
cially inspired to work on projects of your
own, as ideas are likely to fill your head. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
aking the entertain-
ment quotient a
notch higher this

weekend Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s most loved
comedy show The Kapil
Sharma Show will be wel-
coming the cast of the po-
litical thriller series
'Maharani 2' - Huma
Qureshi, Sohum Shah,
Amit Sial, Pramod Pathak,
Dibyendu Bhattacharya
and Anuja Sathe. Enjoying
themselves to the fullest,
the cast will be seen getting
nostalgic on the show and
share their special child-
hood memories and fan
moments with host Kapil
Sharma this Sunday, 18th
September. During one
such conversation, actor
Amit Sial spills the beans
on how he once hurt his leg
while trying to imitate his
icon the ‘Shahenshah of

Bollywood’, Mr Amitabh
Bachchan.

Amit Sial went on to
share how Amitabh
Bachchan was an inspira-

tion for him to be an actor
and said, “Amitabh
Bachchan Saab was an in-
spiration for me. That era
in cinema was ruled by
Amitabh Bachchan. I still
remember in my home-
town in Kanpur there used
to be a talkie where we had
a shoe business and so we
used to get two tickets. My
brother and I used to go to
the movie first-day first
show.

After watching Amitabh
Bachchan on the big
screen, I would come out
and enact like Amitabh ji’s
character for around 2
Hours.” Amit also goes on
to show off his inner filmy
keeda and imitates
Amitabh Bachchan’s icon-
ic dialogue of the charac-
ter, Vijay Deenanath
Chauhan from Agneepath;
his outstanding perform-
ance got him a big round of

applause.
When Kapil talks about

how movies today, he said
earlier movies used to be
larger than life but now it
has become more realistic,
to which Amit Sial shared,
“They are still larger than
life only the presenting
process is changed now.
Once, I landed up breaking
my leg because of Mr
Amitabh Bachchan as I
was inspired by him as he
used to jump from the 25th
floor and used to land per-
fectly, when I was around 7
– 8 years old, I too tried it
one day and jumped with
my cousin and we broke
our knees. I was like if
Amitabhji can do it I too
can do it.” Listening to
this, Anuja too quips in be-
tween (laughs) and says
she has done the same
thing as she was big fan of
Shaktiman.”

‘Amitabh inspired him to be an actor’

U
n a n t i c i p a t e d
twists, lingering
mysteries and an

edge of the seat suspense
– veteran director Vikram
Bhatt has mastered the
art of bringing alive su-
pernatural horror and
crafty cliff-hangers that
leave you deducing – are
we all really safe? And
this September, &pictures
is bringing love and fear
ki ansuni kahaani with
his latest romantic tale
alongside a touch of su-
pernatural horror with
the World Television
Premiere of Judaa Hoke
Bhi on 17th September at
8pm. The film stars
Akshay Oberoi, Aindrita
Ray and Meherzan Mazda
in lead roles.

Directed by Vikram
Bhatt and written by
Mahesh Bhatt, the film
sees the two collaborating
after two decades and de-

picts emotions from both
ends of the spectrum and
unravels the mystery of
the world beyond our un-
derstanding. Judaa Hoke
Bhi is the first film in the
world to be shot entirely
in virtual production, in-
troducing a whole new
technology to India.

Vikram Bhatt who di-

rected the film said, “It's
always a special project
when Bhatt Saab is a part
of it. The film's title is
very much similar to my
real life dynamic with
him. It's a collaboration of
sorts that transcends our
professional boundaries.
We used computers to
make the entire movie.

Horror, as a genre, has al-
ways captivated me as a
viewer which is why I
often tend to portray that
on screen. As a storyteller,
I enjoy creating scenes
that increase curiosity
and intensity. Judaa Hoke
Bhi brings emotional
volatility, emotional
wreckage, mystical ele-

ments, and an unbreak-
able love that promises to
have you expecting the
unexpected” Aindrita
Ray while talking about
the film, said “As Meera,
what I liked most about
her was that she had her
own shortcomings, she
was more than ‘just a
wife’. The choices she
made as an individual re-
flected her independent
personality along with
her vulnerabilities. And I
think this is what the USP
of the Bhatts is. While
Vikram Bhatt has dabbled
with many genres, it is
the human vulnerability
at its core that defines his
storytelling. Meera res-
onated with me on a per-
sonal level, as she is per-
fectly flawed”

Tune in to Judaa Hoke
Bhi on &pictures on 17th
September at 8pm to find
out!

World TV premiere of  ‘Judaa Hoke Bhi’ on Sep 17

M
usician Himesh
Re s h a m m i y a ,
who is currently

seen among the panel of
judges on the singing re-
ality show 'Indian Idol 13',
was stunned to listen to
an amazing performance
by contestant Kavya
Limaye on Lata
Mangeshkar's emotional
and romantic track 'Agar
Mujhse Mohabbat Hai'
from 1964 movie 'Aap Ki
Parchhaiyan'.

Kavya is the daughter
of Gujarati singer Sachin
Limaye who known for
many devotional albums
like 'Gopala', 'Krishna
Kanha' and others.
Himesh said that he can
understand her pressure
of being a daughter of a
well-known singer as he
himself is a son of film
producer Vipin

Reshammiya. He said:
"You are Sachin's daugh-
ter. When you have fa-
mous parents, the pres-
sure automatically in-
creases. People keep a
watch on you to see if you
are doing better than

them or not. The struggle
is different. I can relate to
your pressure, and I feel
that you are doing a fabu-
lous job. Keep singing and
make everyone proud."

While responding to
him, Kavya added: "I am
extremely happy to have
been selected through the
on-ground auditions and
perform in front of such
eminent Judges. Being
the daughter of such a
huge singing star can cer-
tainly be overwhelming
but at the same time,
through the journey of
Indian Idol, my aim is to
make a name for myself
and make my family
proud." The singing reali-
ty show is judged by
Himesh Reshammiya,
Neha Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani. It airs on Sony
Entertainment Industry.

Himesh Reshammiya: Pressure automatically
increases when you have famous parents

A
ctress and wife of
c r i c k e t e r
Harbhajan Singh

Geeta Basra, who was
last seen in films such as
'Bhaiyyaji Superhit' and
'Second Hand Husband',
is all set to make a come-
back after six years with
the upcoming movie
'Notary'. She will be seen
starring opposite noted
Bengali actor
Parambrata Chatterjee.
The film is directed by
Pawan Wadeyar and is
expected to go on floors
from October.

Geeta, who was on a
maternity break and was
holidaying with her fami-
ly in Dubai, says: It was
an incredible trip, we

ended up spending some
quality time with each
other. With Bhajji's busy
schedule and Hinaya's
school, we rarely get to
do this and now with my
upcoming film we don't
know when we would get
a chance like this.

"Even during Hinaya's
Diwali vacations, I am
shooting, so with these
five days off, I made it a
point that we go on a fam-
ily holiday and we made
the most of it."

Geeta married Indian
cricketer Harbhajan
Singh in October 2015 in
Punjab. The couple has a
daughter, Hinaya Heer
Plaha, and a son Jovan
Veer Singh Plaha.

Geeta Basra
announces comeback
to films after 6 years

A
ctor Anil Kapoor
shared that in his
initial years in

Hindi cinema he was inse-
cure about actor Jackie
Shroff, with whom he has
worked in films such as
'Andar Baahar', 'Karma'
and 'Parinda', among
many others.

Anil made the revela-
tion in 'Koffee With Karan'
Season 7, where he was ac-
companied with his
'JugJugg Jeeyo' co-actor
Varun Dhawan.

Amid the show, the host
Karan Johar questioned
Anil about nepotism, a
word that was introduced
by actress Kangana
Ranaut in the chat show it-
self. She had called the
filmmaker the "flag-bearer
of nepotism" in Bollywood
and also "movie mafia".

Anil shared: "I don't take
it seriously. You just keep

on doing your work and
your work speaks. If you
are an actor you can't pass
on the legacy to your
brother or your son. It's ei-
ther you have it or you
don't have it."

Anil added: "When I
started my career at that
time it was of course
Sunny (Deol), there was
Sanju (Sanjay Dutt)."

Anil Kapoor reveals he was
insecure about Jackie Shroff
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New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI):

Defending champions
India produced a clinical
performance to retain
their SAFF U-17
Championship title as
they crushed a 10-man
Nepal 4-0 in the final in
Colombo.

Boby Singh, Korou
Singh, captain Vanlalpeka
Guite, and Aman scored a
goal each, to shape a re-
sounding victory in India's
favour. In the group
league, Nepal had defeated
India 3-1.

However, in the final,
India looked a side eager
to take a complete charge
of the proceedings right
from the word go. They got
off the blocks early in the
match, looking to find the
gaps in the Nepal defence,
and managed to get the
lead in the 18th minute
through Boby, who headed
it into the goal at the far
post, after a good piece of
play between Ricky Meetei
and Guite, as the latter
sailed a cross towards the
eventual goalscorer.

Guite was in the thick of

things again 12 minutes
later, getting another as-
sist to his name, as he
played a through ball to
Korou Singh, who just had
to round the keeper and
slot it home. The second
goal meant that Nepal
began attacking the
Indian half with a lot
more urgency, but the
Indian midfield was man-
aging to frustrate their ef-
forts. The frustration
came to the surface in the
39th minute, when Nepal
captain Prashant Laksam
elbowed Danny Laishram

in the back after the two
tangled up in a challenge
an action that was
straightaway awarded
with a red card by the ref-
eree. With the man advan-
tage, India saw out the rest
of the first half, before re-
suming the proceedings
after the change of ends.
Soon enough, Guite netted
a goal of his own in the
63rd minute, when his
cross from the left swerved
into the top corner, hand-
ing India a 3-0 lead.

Nepal's second half sub-
stitute Dhan Singh did cre-
ate a couple of chances for
his side in the closing min-
utes, but the one man ad-
vantage meant that India
were able to thwart the ef-
forts. At the other end,
India's second half substi-
tute Aman added salt into
the wounds in injury time,
netting the fourth goal,
after he was set through
behind the Nepal defence.

The result was beyond
doubt by the end, as India
successfully defended
their title.

India skipper Guite was
named the Most Valuable
Player of the Tournament,
while goalkeeper Sahil
won the Best Goalkeeper
awards.

India sweep past 10-man
Nepal to lift SAFF U-17 title

Haifa, Sep 15 (AP):

Lionel Messi and Kylian
Mbappe set each other up
and Neymar added a late
goal, adding gloss to an oth-
erwise disappointing per-
formance as Paris Saint-
Germain won 3-1 at
Maccabi Haifa in the
Champions League.

After Maccabi midfielder
Tjaronn Chery volleyed in
a cross in the 24th minute,
Messi gave a sloppy PSG

side a much-needed equal-
izer from Mbappe's cross
from the right in the 37th.

We fell asleep a bit and
conceded the first goal.
Then we were able to make
the difference after that,"
Mbappe said. I hope all
three of us continue to
score because it means we'll
win games. Messi's exquis-
itely weighted pass then
sent Mbappe running down
the left in the 69th, and he
clipped the ball into the bot-

tom right corner for his
third goal in two group
games.

Neymar latched onto
Marco Verratti's lofted pass
from midfield in the 88th,
controlled the ball on his
right thigh and drilled it in
to end a barren run in the
Champions League dating
back to December 2020.

PSG tops Group H with
six points along with
Benfica, which won 2-1 at
Juventus in the other game.

But this was a disjointed
PSG performance at times
against a Maccabi side in-
spired by the silky Chery.

We need to work hard
and we need to improve
quickly in the way we play,
Mbappe told broadcaster
Canal Plus. Wearing the
No. 10 jersey but far less il-
lustrious than PSG's No. 10,
Neymar Chery went close
to making it 2-0 on the
stroke of halftime.

With some brilliant im-
provisation that Neymar
would have been proud of,
Chery juggled the ball three
times and then hit a fizzing
25-meter shot that PSG
goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma palmed
away low down.

Mbappe missed a chance
early on when he tried and
failed to round Maccabi's
goalkeeper Joshua Cohen.
Donnarumma then made a
low save before the home
side struck first.

When PSG carelessly lost
the ball in midfield yet
again 39 times in the first 30
minutes Maccabi moved it
quickly to the right. Dolev
Haziza whipped in a cross
that Chery expertly
volleyed in with his left foot
from close range past a
stranded Donnarumma.

Mbappe, Messi, Neymar rescue
PSG after Maccabi early shock

Maccabi Haifa's French defender Pierre Cornud (R) marks Paris Saint-Germain's French forward
Kylian Mbappe during the UEFA Champions League group H football match between Israel's Maccabi
Haifa and France's Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) at the Sammy Ofer stadium in the city of Haifa.

Kolkata, Sep 15 (PTI):

Former New Zealand
spinner Daniel Vettori
feels R Ashwin's ability to
adapt quickly and his vast
knowledge of the
Australian conditions will
help him during the T20
World Cup.

When it comes to pace
and bouncy pitches Down
Under, spin bowlers are
not that effective and India
have the likes of Ashwin,
Yuzvendra Chahal and
Axar Patel in their ranks
for the ICC event in
October-November.

"We all know Ashwin
has been exceptional in
Tests. The thing for him is
he's coming off a great
IPL, and he's obviously in-
cluded in the T20 squad for
India," the former New
Zealand captain, who is
here to play the second edi-
tion of the Legends
League Cricket, told re-
porters.

"He's one of those guys
who's very adaptable, he
understands what he
needs to do in all situa-
tions. I think if he's picked
he will know how to per-

form. He's been to
Australia on a number of
occasions," the 43-year-old
said.

With Ravindra Jadeja
injured, Ashwin can fit the
bill for the spin-bowling
all-rounder spot in the up-
coming T20 World Cup, he
said.

"India does have a
plethora of spin bowlers, a
lot to choose from. The fact
that most of the spinners
are all-rounders as well I
think that sets him apart
and give the team a good
balance." The former left-

arm spin legend further
said the key to success for
a spinner in Australia is to
bowl more topspin and get
bounce like the way
Nathan Lyon does for the
home side.

"The best chap to see
would be Nathan Lyon and
the way he bowls on
Australian wickets. His
ability to get bounce
through top spin, I think
that's where he sets him-
self apart.

"Countries like New
Zealand, Australia and
England to a lesser degree,
it's about the drift and the
amount of topspin you get
on the ball.

"Someone like Lyon has
been so successful, be-
cause of his seam release.
It's almost a topspin re-
lease and he gets that
bounce.

"In the sub-continent,
you can rely on the wicket
doing a bit more work for
you. But the key to success
in Australia, is the ability
to probably get more top
spin than side spin which
happens more and more in
the sub-continent," he ex-
plained.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI):

Experienced hockey
midfielder Namita Toppo,
who has played more than
150 international matches
after making her senior
India debut in 2012, on
Thursday decided to call
time on her career.

The 27-year-old Toppo,
hailing from Sundargarh
District of Odisha, was
part of the Indian team
that won bronze and silver
medals in the 2014 and
2018 Asian Games respec-
tively.

"The last 10 years have
definitely been the best
years of my life. I had a
dream to play for my coun-
try at the biggest stages
and I am so happy that I
have been able to achieve
my dreams," Toppo said in
a Hockey India release.

"I hope I have made a
huge impact and I am very
thrilled to see the way the
Indian Women's Hockey
Team has progressed in
the last decade. I will keep
cheering and supporting
for the team while I move
on to a new chapter in my
life."

Toppo is a product of

the Sports Hostel,
Panposh, Rourkela. She
first represented her state
team in 2007 and her per-
formances in domestic
competitions saw her get-
ting selected for U-18 Girls
Asia Cup in Bangkok,
Thailand in 2011 where
India won a bronze medal.
She was first selected to
represent the senior na-
tional team in 2012 in the
FIH Champions Challenge
I in Dublin.

She was a part of the
Indian junior team which
won bronze at the 2013 FIH
Women's Junior World

Cup in M nchengladbach,
Germany. Toppo took part
in major tournaments like
FIH Women's World
League Round 2 in 2013
where India won gold, 3rd
Women's Asian
Champions Trophy in 2013
where India won a silver.

She also took part in the
2014 Commonwealth
Games, 2014 Asian Games
where India won a bronze
and the 2016 Rio Olympics.

Hockey India congratu-
lated the two-time Asian
Games medallist for her
contribution to the port in
the country's game.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI):

Former Pakistan umpire
Asad Rauf has died after
suffering a cardiac arrest in
Lahore. He was 66.

Rauf had made his first
appearance as an umpire in
international cricket in
2000. He officiated in 64
Tests (49 as on-field umpire
and 15 as TV umpire), 139
ODIs and 28 T20Is and was
one of Pakistan's leading
umpires in the mid 2000s.

His family members con-
firmed that he suffered a
cardiac arrest on
Wednesday night and was
taken to a hospital but he
died there.

He had not been feeling
well for the last couple of
days while running his
business and came home
early. Doctors say he had a
cardiac arrest, his brother
said from Lahore.

He will be buried in
Lahore near his home on
Thursday evening.

Rauf, who was also an ac-
complished first class bat-
ter and toured with the
Pakistan team without
playing a Test or an inter-
national match before turn-
ing to umpiring, also offici-
ated in 11 women's T20

games. "Saddened to hear
about passing of Asad Rauf.
Not only was he a good um-
pire but also had a wicked
sense of humour. He always
put a smile on my face and
will continue to do so when-
ever I think about him.
Many sympathies with his
family for their loss,"
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) President Ramiz
Raja tweeted.

Rauf, who had played 71
first-class matches for
National Bank and
Railways before taking up
umpiring, was appointed in
the ICC elite panel in April
2006. Once considered a top
umpire alongside compatri-
ot Aleem Dar, Rauf fell
from grace when the Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) banned him in
early 2016 for involvement
in corruption and miscon-
duct during the Indian
Premier League.

India women’s hockey team midfielder
Namita Toppo announces retirement

Vettori backs ‘adaptable’
Ashwin to do well in T20 WC

Melbourne, Sep 15 (PTI):

Australian women's
cricket team star batter and
vice- captain Rachel
Haynes on Thursday an-
nounced her retirement
from international cricket,
bringing the curtains down
on an illustrious career.

The 35-year-old southpaw,
who made her internation-
al debut back in 2009, repre-
sented her country in six
Tests, 77 ODIs, and 84 T20Is.

"To all the teammates
across my career, you are
the reason I've played as
long as I have. You've in-
spired me to be better every
day. I've learnt something
from all of you, on and off
the field," Haynes said in a
statement.

"You've challenged me as
a player, helped me grow as
a person and most impor-
tantly, made cricket fun,"
she added.

Haynes is the ninth high-
est run-getter for Australia
in both the limited overs
formats, having scored 2585
runs in ODIs at an average
of 39.76 and 850 runs in

T20Is, averaging 26.56.
She has served as

Australia's vice-captain
since 2018. Since then,
Australia have bagged three
World Cups -- one 50-over
and two T20 -- and also a
gold medal at the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games this
year. "One of the great
things about having a long
career is watching those
around you develop. I'm ex-
tremely proud of the way
this team has brought play-
ers in and nurtured their

development," she said.
"The ability to help play-

ers transition smoothly has
been instrumental to our
team's success. To be a
leader within this environ-
ment has been the greatest
privilege of my career," she
added. Haynes, however,
will continue to play in the
Women's Big Bash League
with the Sydney Thunder
from next month but will
not be part of the New
South Wales team's domes-
tic campaign, starting next
week.

T20 World Cup
clash between

India and Pakistan
sold out: ICC

Dubai, Sept 15 (PTI):

The ICC T20 World Cup match
between India and Pakistan has
been sold out as over 500,000
fans have already booked their
place to attend the showpiece
event in Australia, starting
October 16.
The clash between the arch-
rivals, scheduled at the MCG on
October 23, is sold out, "with
additional standing room tickets
snapped up within minutes of
going on sale."
"An official re-sale platform will
be launched closer to the event,
where fans can exchange tick-
ets at face value," ICC said in a
release. The ICC said "fans
from 82 different countries have
purchased tickets to watch the
world's best players from 16
international teams, marking
the return of full stadiums at
ICC events for the first time
since the Women's T20 World
Cup in 2020, which culminated
with 86,174 fans for the final at
the MCG." "Current ticket allo-
cations are also all sold for the
double-header at the SCG on 27
October featuring South Africa
v Bangladesh and India v Group
A runner-up. Fans are encour-
aged to join the waitlist in the
event of additional tickets
becoming available."

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI):

India's Ritu Phogat
feels mental strength is as
important as physical fit-
ness in Mixed Martial
Arts (MMA).

The Indian wrestler-
turned-MMA fighter will
return to the Circle at
ONE 161: Petchmorakot
vs. Tawanchai.

She will take on home
favourite and former
ONE Women's
Strawweight World Title
challenger Tiffany Teo in
Singapore on September
29.

"To win, I try to stick to
my plan, which is very
important," Phogat, who
has an impressive 7-2
record, said.

"Being mentally strong
is more important than
being physically strong
during matches," she
added. The 28-year-old
was last in action in the
final of the ONE Women's
Atomweight World Grand
Prix in December last

year, where she lost.
"The last loss didn't af-

fect me mentally at all.
Winning and losing is a
part and parcel of the
game, I have endured it
during my wrestling days.
It pushed me to work
harder."

Phogat, who is return-
ing after an injury layoff,
is looking forward to her
fight to Toe.

"The best thing is that
she is number one con-
tender and she has chal-
lenged me. Hopefully I
can beat her in her home."

"I intend to show a dif-
ferent side of me in this
match. Applying the prin-
ciple of fearless combat
handed down to me by my
father, I will relentlessly
apply my techniques and
not give my opponent a
chance to attack."

ONE 161: Petchmorakot
vs. Tawanchai features a
stacked card of hard-hit-
ting bouts showcasing
MMA, Muay Thai, and
kickboxing.

Mental strength as 
important as physical 

fitness in MMA: Ritu Phogat

Australia vice-captain Rachel
Haynes announces retirement

from international cricket

Former Pakistan umpire Asad
Rauf dies of cardiac arrest

‘Snakes’ are ‘saviours’ of
this police station in Kerala

Idukki (Kerala), Sep 15 (PTI): 

Police personnel are gen-
erally considered as the
watchdogs of society. But,
it is no exaggeration to say
that snakes, that too rubber
replicas of the real ones,
have become saviours of
the law enforcers in Kerala.
In a forest-fringe police sta-
tion in the high-range
Idukki, they struck upon a
unique idea to shield them-
selves from the monkey
menace.

The personnel use repli-
cas of snakes around the
Cumbummettu police sta-
tion that is located on the
Kerala-Tamil Nadu border
here to scare the troops

away. This trick has been a
success at least till now.
The China-made snakes,
which resemble the real
reptiles, could be seen lying
in various spots, including
on the grille of the police
station building, branches
of the trees nearby and so
on. The police personnel
experimented with the use
of the replicas as per the
advice of a local estate
keeper who was doing the
same thing to keep stray
animals at bay.
Cumbummettu sub-inspec-
tor P K Lalbhai said no
monkey has dared to come
anywhere near the station,
particularly, after seeing
the rubber snakes. The

troop mistakes them for the
real ones! "We were told
that there won't be any
more monkey menace if
the rubber snakes were tied
in places where they usual-
ly come in large numbers.
There has been no menace
after that experiment," he
said. Sunish, another po-
liceman, said the monkeys
have been posing several
difficulties at the station for
some years. "They used to
come as group, roam
around the station premis-
es and even destroy the veg-
etable garden in our com-
pound. But, after fixing the
rubber snakes, their ar-
rival has decreased re-
markably," he told PTI.

‘CM can sack me, will not step down unless asked by my party’
Patna, Sept 15 (PTI): 

Bihar Agriculture
Minister Sudhakar Singh
Thursday said that Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
could "sack" him for his
perceived defiance but he
will not step down unless
asked to do so by the top
leadership of his party, the
RJD. Singh, who was sworn
in and given the key portfo-
lio barely a month ago, said
he is ready to explain to the
chief minister the prob-
lems faced by the agricul-
ture department and de-
nied having stormed out of
the cabinet meeting as
claimed by Kumar.

If the CM wants to meet
me and discuss issues
raised by me, I will certain-
ly meet him. But I have not

received any communica-
tion from the chief minis-
ter's office regarding the
meeting so far, he told PTI. I
stand by what I have said. I
have raised the issue of
rampant corruption in my
department and I still stick
to that. I am not amending
my statement ... People
have chosen me and I will
continue to fight for them.
It is up to the chief minis-
ter to judge whether my
comments are right or
wrong, Singh said.

Being the leader of the
cabinet, it is Kumar's pre-
rogative to sack him or ask
him to resign from the
council of ministers. "But I
will go by the decision
taken by my party's (RJD)
top leadership. The final de-
cision about the fate of my

ministerial berth will be
taken by my party chief,
Lalu Prasad Yadav and
Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav, he averred.
Singh's assertions came a
day after Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar told
reporters on Wednesday
that he had tried to enquire

from him (Sudhakar) about
his grievances. Instead of
replying he stormed out,"
Kumar had said when
asked about reports of the
agriculture minister hav-
ing created a scene at the
cabinet meeting on
Tuesday. The issue was not
discussed at all even after
the cabinet meeting. In
fact, the issues that I have
raised are not related to my
department alone. Those
can be sorted out only by
the chief minister since he
is the chairman of the gov-
erning body of Bihar Vikas
Mission (BVM), Singh
said. The BVM was consti-
tuted to ensure the imple-
mentation of the state gov-
ernment's welfare
schemes in mission mode,
fixation of priorities, mon-

itoring of achievements
against the targets of pro-
grammes and other reso-
lutions of its seven re-
solves for developing
Bihar within the schemes
of good governance, agri-
culture road map, Mission
Manav Vikas and infra-
structure development
and industrial incentives.

When Bihar is facing a
drought-like situation, the
data compiled by my de-
partment and the rainfall
reports give a contradicto-
ry picture. In most of the
districts paddy fields are
dry and have developed
huge fissures but the de-
partment has come out
with a figure that shows the
transplantation of paddy
seedlings in 86 per cent of
the total targeted land.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Around two-thirds of
people in India say cli-
mate change has al-
ready had a severe effect
in the areas where they
live and it is likely that
their families will be
displaced from their
homes in the next 25
years, according to a
new survey conducted
for the World Economic
Forum.

The survey was con-
ducted among 23,507
people in 34 countries
between July 22 and
August 5 on Ipsos's
Global Advisor online
survey platform.

On an average, more
than half (56 per cent) of
all adults surveyed in the
34 countries said climate
change has already had a
severe effect in the areas
where they live.

Twenty-two countries
show a majority report-
ing that they have al-
ready been severely im-
pacted by climate
change, including nine
countries where it ex-
ceeds two-thirds of all
those surveyed: Mexico
(75 per cent), Hungary
(74 per cent), Turkey (74
per cent), Colombia (72
per cent), Spain (71 per
cent), Italy (70 per cent),
India (69 per cent), Chile
(69 per cent) and France
(68 per cent).

More than seven in 10
(71 per cent) expect that
climate change will
have a severe effect in
their areas over the next
10 years. In India, 76 per
cent of those surveyed
said so.

Concern about being
severely impacted by cli-
mate change in the next
decade is expressed by

most people in every
country surveyed -- from
52 per cent in Malaysia
to more than 80 per cent
in Portugal, Mexico,
Hungary, Turkey, Chile,
South Korea, Spain, and
Italy.

One-third (35 per cent)
expect to be displaced
from their homes as a
result of climate change
in the next 25 years.

This is expressed by
almost two-thirds in
India (65 per cent) and
Turkey (64 per cent) and
almost half in Malaysia
(49 per cent), Brazil (49
per cent), Spain (46 per
cent) and South Africa
(45 per cent).

In contrast, fewer
than one in four say so
in Sweden (17 per cent),
Argentina (21 per cent),
the Netherlands (21 per
cent) and Poland (23 per
cent).

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

After two years of sub-
dued festivities due to
COVID-19, the lawns of the
Red Fort will witness a
roaring comeback of
Ramlila celebrations with a
budget of a whopping Rs 5
crore to give people "a life-
time experience", organis-
ers of the event said on
Thursday.

There is a 100-per cent
surge in the spending for
the celebrations as com-
pared to the pre-Covid
times, making it the high-
est-budgeted Ramlila at the
Red Fort so far, they added.
The 10-day event will be or-

ganised at the Red Fort
ground by the Lav Kush
Ramila Committee from
September 26 to October 5.
Ramlila, meaning "Rama's
play", is a performance of
the Ramayana in a series
of scenes that include
songs, narration, recital
and dialogues.

This will be the first time
after the Covid outbreak
that Ramlila will be taking
place on such a large scale,
according to the organis-
ers. What makes this year's
Ramlila special is the
events that are being or-
ganised preceding the actu-
al 10-day enactment of the
Ramayana from
September 26.

The events, including a
health camp on Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's
birthday (September 17),
will also be part of the cele-
brations. The organisers
said there has been a lot of
excitement and zeal among
people and that has boosted
the donations.

"This year, Ramlila is
being organised at a very
grand level. As after Covid,
it is being held for the first
time on such a large scale,
people are coming forward
to donate. This year, the
budget will be Rs 5 crore.
During pre-Covid times, it
was Rs 2.5 crore, which is a
100-per cent rise," Lav
Kush Ramlila Committee
president Arjun Kumar
told PTI.

This year, the focus is not
only on the 10-day recita-

tion of the Ramayana but
the events preceding the
Ramlila are also being or-
ganised with great ferven-
cy. "This year's budget is
high because we are organ-
ising the event on a bigger
scale and events are also
being organised on the
sidelines of the Ramlila,"
Kumar said.

The celebrations will
begin from September 17
on the occasion of the
prime minister's birthday.
A health camp will be or-
ganised where eye check-
ups and cataract operations
will be performed for free
and differently-abled peo-
ple will be provided with
free artificial limbs. Kumar
said the event will be at-
tended by Union Health

Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya.

"Free medication will be
provided and people will be
given free checkups.
Children will be given bags
and there will be gifts for
women. It will be a large
event and we are expecting
tens of thousands of people
to attend it," he added.

Kumar said several other
events will be organised
until September 26, when
the actual Ramlila will
commence. "On September
18, Mahavir Jayanti will be
celebrated for which Jain
seers have been invited.
This event is also being
held on a large scale. More
events are lined up for
September 21, 22, 24 and
25," he said.

Mumbai, Sep 15 (PTI): 

All 288 swab samples
tested during the 15th
genome sequencing series
in Mumbai have been
found infected with the
Omicron sub-variants of
coronavirus, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) said on
Thursday. In a release is-
sued during the day, it said
the samples were collected
between June 12 and
September 1, adding that
all of the patients had al-
ready recovered.

Out of the 288 samples,
106 samples (37 per cent)

had the BA.2.75 variant, 96
(33 per cent) were of the
BA.2.75.1 variant, and 60
(21 per cent) were found
with BA. 2.75.2 variant.

"Apart from this, six
samples each were found
with BA.5.2 and BJ.1 vari-
ants, four samples of BA
2.76 variant, three samples
of BA 2 variant, two of
BA.1 variant and one each
of BA.2.10.4, BA.2.74,
BA.5.1, BE.1 and BE.3 vari-
ants," the release said.

Giving details of the 288
patients from whom the
samples were collected, the
civic body said 91 (32 per
cent) were in the 21-40 age

group, 84 (29 per cent) in
the 61-80 age group, 77 (27
per cent) in the 41-60 age
group, 26 (9 per cent) were
above 81 years of age and
10 (3 per cent) patients
were in the sub-20 years
segment.

Of this 10, a total of
three patients were in the
0-3 age group and seven in
the 0-18 age group, it added.
The release also highlight-
ed that two patients out of
288 had not taken a single
dose of the coronavirus
vaccine, 84 (29 per cent)
had taken just one jab, and
202 (70 per cent) had taken
both doses.

‘Need for value-based education,
creation of talent pool’

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Thursday
called upon the CBSE to
institute an advisory
framework for encourag-
ing value-based education
in schools for creating a
talent pool ready for chal-
lenges of life and commit-
ted to national progress
and global welfare.

Noting that the educa-
tion system must be
aligned to national priori-
ties, Pradhan said social
transformation is one of
the key goals of education
and value-based educa-
tion is important for
building a future ready
generation.

He made the comments
at the launch of
Ramakrishna Mission's
"Awakening" programme
for students of classes I to

V. "I called upon the
Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) to institute an ad-
visory framework for en-
couraging value-based ed-
ucation in all schools
from Balvatika to class
XII for creating a talent
pool ready for the chal-
lenges of life and commit-
ted to national progress
and global welfare.

"The National
Education Policy (NEP) is

deeply inspired by the
philosophy of Swami
Vivekananda. From
Swami Vivekananda to
Sri Aurobindo and
Mahatma Gandhi, many
of our greats envisioned
an education system that
is progressive and rooted
in our civilizational val-
ues to take the country
forward.

"Social transformation
is one of the key goals of
education. Values and wis-

dom are more important
than material wealth.
Value-based education is
important for building a
future-ready and socially
conscious generation," he
added. Pradhan further
said Ramakrishna Mission
has a legacy of imparting
applied education.

"At a time when we are
implementing NEP 2020, it
must also lay emphasis on
creating such value-based
educational programmes
for classes 9 to 12 in addi-
tion to creating pro-
grammes for classes 1 to 8.

"Our education system
must be aligned to nation-
al priorities. We have to
create 21st century citi-
zens capable of taking
global responsibilities.
NEP 2020 with focus on a
teacher-led holistic educa-
tion system for students is
a step in that direction,"
he added.
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An artist creates a rangoli of Mokshagundam Vishveshwaraya on the occasion of Engineers Day, in Bengaluru, Thursday.

ART WITH A MESSAGE

BJP Mahila Morcha activists participate in a bike rally organised as part of the upcoming Hyderabad Liberation Day cele-
brations, near Charminar in Hyderabad, Thursday.

HYD LIBERATION DAY

̈ After 2 years

Dharmendra Pradhan

Mumbai Genome Sequencing

All 288 samples detected with
Omicron sub-variants

Ramlila to make grand comeback on Red Fort lawns 

‘69 % people in India seeing
severe effects of climate change’

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM
‘No stigma attached
to word ‘anaath’, no
need to change it’

Mumbai, Sep 15 (PTI):
There is no social stigma
attached to the word
'anaath' that means orphan
and hence there is no need
to change it at all, the
Bombay High Court said
on Thursday while dismiss-
ing a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL). A division bench
of Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice Madhav
Jamdar was hearing the
PIL filed by NGO Swanath
Foundation seeking for the
word 'anaath' to be changed
to 'swanath'.

The plea claimed that
children who have lost
their parents already face a
vulnerable situation and
the word 'anaath' reflects as
a needy, helpless and de-
prived child. The word
'swanath' would mean a self
reliant and confident child.
The bench, however, said
that this was not a case
where the court ought to in-
tervene. "Sometimes we,
too, have to draw a 'laksh-
man rekha' and not inter-
vene in every matter," C J
Datta said.


