
New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Four candidates scored
715 out of 720 marks, the
highest this year in med-
ical entrance exam NEET.
However, they did not
share the top rank, unlike
last year.

The National Testing
Agency used a new tie-
breaker policy to award the
first rank to Tanishka from
Rajasthan. Delhi's Vatsa
Ashish Batra is at the sec-
ond spot while Hrishikesh
Nagbhushan Gangule and
Rucha Pawashe from

Karnataka have been
ranked third and fourth re-
spectively.

According to NTA offi-
cials, nine factors in a pre-
decided order have been
used as a tie breaker to de-
cided the ranks.

"In case of candidates
scoring identical marks,
candidate achieving higher
marks or percentiles in
Biology (Botany and
Zoology) will be given pref-
erence followed by the can-
didate with the highest
mark and percentile in
Chemistry and subse-
quently the candidate who
achieved the highest marks
and percentile score in
Physics in the test," a sen-
ior NTA official told PTI.

Candidates with fewer in-
correct answers than cor-
rect answers in all the sub-
jects in the test, followed by
a candidate with the lowest
proportion of incorrect re-
sponses to correct respons-
es in Biology (Botany and
Zoology) is the winner, fol-
lowed by candidate with
the lowest ratio of incor-
rect answers to correct an-
swers in Chemistry, will be
further deciding factors be-
sides candidate with a less-
er percentage of attempted
incorrect answers and cor-
rect answers in Physics.

"In case there is still a tie
between the candidates,
candidate older in age, fol-
lowed by their NEET appli-
cation number in ascend-

ing order will be used as a
tie breaker. It is important
that every candidate gets a
unique rank for coun-
selling purposes and hence
no two candidates have
been tied at the same rank
this year," the official
added. Last year, three can-
didates had shared the top
rank. The candidates were
Mrinal Kutteri from
Telangana, Tanmay Gupta
from Delhi and Karthika
Nair from Maharashtra.

"Earlier also there was a
tie-breaker formula but de-
spite that three candidates
were jointly awarded the
first rank last year. From
this year, we decided to
adopt a new policy," the offi-
cial said.

Arrested 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 41-year-
old director of a real
estate company was
arrested for allegedly
duping more than 150
people to the tune of Rs
30 crore by inducing
them to invest in his
commercial project,
police said on Thursday.
Accused Deep Kanwar
Singh Walia, resident of
Chandigarh, was
nabbed by the Economic
Offences Wing on
Monday in connection
with a 2018 case of
cheating registered
against him, they said.

Mishap
RRaaiisseenn  ((MMPP))::  Seventeen
passengers were injured
after their bus overturned
in Jamunia Ghat in
Madhya Pradesh's Raisen
district on Thursday, a
police official said. The
incident took place at 4
pm when the bus was on
its way from Begumganj
to Devri, said Silwani
police station in charge
Ramsujan Pandey.
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New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Thursday
inaugurated the newly-
christened Kartavya Path,
the stretch of road from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to
India Gate earlier known as
Rajpath.

According to the Union
housing and urban affairs
ministry, the new stretch
will be more pedestrian-
friendly because of the new
red granite walkways
spreading 15.5 km that have
been created, replacing
bajri sand that lined the
ground earlier.

Four new pedestrian un-
derpasses have been built at

busy junctions to segregate
vehicular traffic from
pedestrian movement, mak-

ing the street safe to cross.
According to an official, 74
historic light poles and all

chain links have been re-
stored, upgraded and rein-
stalled on the site and more
than 900 new light poles
have been added where nec-
essary to ensure that the
space is always safe for visi-
tors. The revamped stretch
is part of the Modi govern-
ment's ambitious Central
Vista redevelopment proj-
ect, which also envisages a
new triangular Parliament
building, a common central
secretariat, a new prime
minister's residence and of-
fice, and a new vice-presi-
dent's enclave. Union minis-
ters Hardeep Singh Puri, G
Kishan Reddy, Arjun Ram
Meghwal, Meenakshi
Lekhi and Kaushal Kishore
were present at the event
among others.

Raipur, Sep 08: 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) president JP Nadda
will be arriving in Chhattisgarh on Friday for a four-
day visit during which he will take part in events of
the party's state unit and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a BJP functionary said.
He will attend a party programme on Friday and
then attend the national coordination meeting of

the RSS for three days, said state BJP media in charge Nalineesh
Thokne. It will be Nadda's first visit to the Congress-ruled state,
where assembly polls are scheduled for next year, after assuming
charge as the BJP's national president, Thokne added. "Nadda will
reach Swami Vivekananda Airport Raipur at around 11 am on Friday.
He will then proceed to Ekatma Parisar, the BJP's district office here,
as part of a motorcycle rally organised by the Bharatiya Janata Yvua
Morcha (BJYM), the party's youth wing," he said. "He will then
address a convention of party workers here at Science College
ground. Later, he will chair meetings of the state BJP's core group,
MLAs, MPs etc at Kushabhau Thakre Parisar, the state BJP office. He
will address a press conference later in the evening," Thokne added.

ACB team arrest
clerk with 

Rs 15,000 bribe
Surajpur, Sep 08: 

ACB sleuths ar-
rested one clerk
posted in Education
Department while
he was accepting a
bribe of Rs 15,000.
The accused have
asked for bribe from the victim for
renewal of a private school. The vic-
tim complained to ACB and finally
the clerk was caught. According to
ACB, Rafi Ansari, Director of
Gurukul Vidyapeeth School Salhi
has submitted a written complaint
that Jogeshwar Paikra Clerk Grade-
II posted in DEO office has demand-
ed for Rs 15,000 bribe to issue renew-
al of his school for next three years.
Based on the complaint team of
ACB Bureau Ambikapur nabbed the
accused with Rs 15,000 cash and his
SUV vehicle was also seized by the
team. A case was registered and the
accused has been sent to judicial
custody.

Tuskers kill mentally
unwell man

Balrampur, Sep 08: 

A 50-year-old mentally unwell
person was trampled to death by
an elephant herd in  Balrampur
district on Thursday, an official
said.

Bindeshwar Gond, a native of
Duppi village under Rajpur forest
range, was attacked by two
tuskers, the official said.

"He is said to be mentally un-
well. Soon after being alerted,
Divisional Forest Officer
(Balrampur) Vivekanand Jha and
other officials reached the spot.
The body was sent for post
mortem," he said. "The kin of the
deceased was given immediate aid
of Rs 25,000, while remaining com-
pensation of Rs 5.75 lakh each will
be given after completion of for-
malities," he added. Another herd
of 25 elephants has been roaming
in the region, and tuskers have de-
stroyed paddy and maize on a 15-
hectare area spread over more
than a dozen villages in the last
five days, he said.

India, China begin
disengagement in
Gogra-Hotsprings

New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

In a major development, the
Indian and Chinese armies on
Thursday announced that they have
started to disengage from the
Gogra-Hotsprings area in eastern
Ladakh, marking an end to an over
two-year stand-off in the Patrolling
Point 15.

The beginning of the disengage-
ment process was an outcome of the
16th round of high-level military
talks in July, according to a joint
statement by the two armies.

"On 8th September 2022, accord-
ing to the consensus reached in the
16th round of India China Corps
Commander level meeting, the
Indian and Chinese troops in the
area of Gogra-Hotsprings (PP-15)
have begun to disengage in a coordi-
nated and planned way, which is
conducive to the peace and tranquil-
ity in the border areas," the state-
ment said.

Surat, Sep 08: 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said
India has become the fifth
largest economy in the
world and this is not an ordi-
nary achievement.

"Every Indian is feeling
proud of it. We need to
maintain this enthusiasm,"
Modi said. He was virtually
addressing beneficiaries of
various government
schemes and those present
at a mega medical camp or-
ganised in Olpad area of
Surat city in Gujarat, where
the Assembly polls are due

later this year. The PM inter-
acted with some of the bene-
ficiaries and appealed to
farmers to switch to natural
farming, saying this will re-
sult in better yield at mini-
mum cost. He lauded the
Gujarat government and re-
ferred to the BJP-led state
and the Centre as "double
engine government".

"Recently, India has become
the fifth largest economy in
the world. This achievement
gave us confidence to work
even harder and achieve big-
ger goals in this Amrit Kaal.
This progress is not ordi-
nary. Every Indian is feeling
proud about it. We need to
maintain this enthusiasm,"
the PM said.

Namsai , Sep 08 (PTI) 

The Indian Army has
deployed a significant
number of easily trans-
portable M-777 ultra-light
howitzers in mountainous
regions along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
Arunachal Pradesh, mili-
tary officials said on

Thursday. The Army's bol-
stering of firepower in the
forward locations of
Arunachal Pradesh comes
after the howitzers were
deployed in several sensi-
tive areas in the Ladakh
sector amid the lingering
border standoff with
China. India has been
ramping up its overall mil-
itary might in all strategi-
cally key areas along the
nearly 3,500-km-long LAC
after the Galwan Valley

clash in June 2020 that
triggered a major escala-
tion in tensions between
the Indian and Chinese
armies. Army officials
said the deployment of M-
777 howitzers coupled
with additional air assets
including unmanned aeri-
al vehicles, military air-
craft and surveillance
equipment has enhanced
India's military prepared-
ness in the Arunachal
Pradesh sector.
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4 NEET-UG candidates score identical marks
̈ Raj girl ranked 

first due to NTA’s
tie-breaker policy

‘India becoming world’s 5th
largest economy no ordinary feat’

Army deploys ultra-light M-777
howitzers in forward locations
̈ Along LAC in

Arunachal 

Nadda to visit Chh’garh today
PM inaugurates ‘Kartavya Path’

̈ Unveils Netaji statue 

View of the newly-christened Kartavya Path, a stretch from Rashtrapati Bhavan to India Gate, after its inauguration 
in New Delhi, Thursday. (inset)28-ft statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose after its inauguration.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday unveiled
a 28-ft-tall statue of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose at
India Gate.
The statue is part of the
Centre's Rs 13,450-crore
Central Vista project, which
will have a new Parliament
building, new office and
residences for the prime
minister and vice-president
and new ministry buildings.
The North and South Blocks,
the secretariat buildings
flanking Rashtrapati
Bhavan, will be converted

into museums. The black
granite statue has been
carved from a monolithic
block of granite weighing
280 metric tonne. The block
of granite picked for the
statue was transported to
Delhi from Telangana and
the statue was carved out
of it in over two months.
Modi also interacted with
some workers involved in
the redevelopment work of
the Central Vista avenue
and told them they will be
invited for the Republic Day
parade, officials said.

28-ft-tall statue of Netaji 
DAV Hudco celebrates Teacher’s Day
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  0088: To honour the noble
profession of teaching and to com-
memorate the birth anniversary of
Bharat Ratna receiver Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, a great scholar,
philosopher educationist and states-
man, DAV Public School Hudco cele-
brated Teacher's Day on September
05 with great gusto and gaiety. The
program was graced by the chief
guest Nanak ji (Honourable Trustee,
DAV CMC and vice chairman DAV,
Hudco) and Prashant Kumar
(Principal & Deputy Regional Officer,
CG Zone A). 

The programme initiated with the
lighting of ceremonial lamp and pay-
ing tribute to Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan followed by welcom-
ing of guests with floral bouquet. He
delivered a rousing address to mark
the celebration and appreciated the
sincere efforts of the teachers who
have always played a pivotal role in

nurturing young DAVians. He further
added that teachers are the ones
who show the right track to the chil-
dren and help them with their guid-
ance to face all sorts of situations in
their life and finally reaching to the
pinnacle of success.

An exhilarating cultural pro-
gramme was presented by the stu-
dents showcasing their love, respect,
acknowledgement and recognition for
teachers towards their development.
The cultural program assimilated
poems, speech, songs, dance, fun
filled games and songs by teachers

which was followed by distri-
bution of memento by chief
guest Nanak Ji and Prashant
Kumar to the staff members.
The chief guest blessed the
gathering with his words of
wisdom in which he resem-
bled the teachers as a garden-
er who plant a seed of knowl-
edge, sprinkle them with love
and patiently nurture their

growth for tomorrow's dream. He
added the teachers are the pillars of
life who play an important role in
guiding all throughout student's life
and only those who have social think-
ing and concern can become good
teachers. The contribution of teachers
to building a strong society and a
strong nation is immense. The fun
filled lively program culminated with
the presentation of mementos to ven-
erated chief guests and principal as an
expression of gratitude and explicable
bond force with them forged with
them, followed by Shanti Path.

BSF conducts tree plantation 
drive at IIT Bhilai campus 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  0088:: Over 10 saplings of
various trees were planted during
the tree plantation drive organised
by Border Security Force at the
campus of IIT, Bhilai. Border
Security Force has proved its mettle
in the counter insurgency opera-
tions in Kanker district. Along with
fighting naxals, the force is also ac-
complishing its social responsibili-
ties. In this sequel, BSF is organising
tree plantation drives in its areas of
deployment as well as other places. 

Additional Director General
Ashish Gupta (IPS), Border Security
Force Command Headquarters
(Special Operations) Naya Raipur,
visited the Frontier Headquarters of
Border Security Force in Bhilai on
Wednesday. Later he led the tree
plantation drive at IIT Bhilai campus
which was organized in collabora-
tion with the Border Security Force.
ADG Ashish Gupta, IG Indraj Singh
(Frontier Headquarters, BSF Special
Operations, Bhilai) and other offi-
cers of BSF as well as professors and
students of IIT Bhilai attended the
programme.  About 1000 saplings of
fruit bearing and shady trees were
planted.  On this occasion,

Additional Director General Ashish
Gupta urged all to protect the
forests and environment by planting
more and more trees. He added that
the environment is the basis of the
existence of life on earth. Life cannot
be imagined without trees. It needs
to be mentioned here that the
Border Security Force is determined
to protect the environment along
with fighting the Naxals. Frontier
Headquarters (Special Operations)
Border Security Force Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh has so far planted
98,487 shady and fruit trees to keep
the environment safe, green and

clean in the area of its deployment.
The Border Security Force under-
takes tree plantation work every
year during the rainy season.  During
the plantation drive at IIT Bhilai, the
BSF officers, subordinate officers
and jawans as well as Professors and
students of IIT Bhilai took a pledge
to conserve forests and environ-
ment. Through this event, they gave
the message that forest and environ-
ment are an integral part of our life.
Everyone should participate actively
in protecting the environment and
make the earth prosperous by plant-
ing more and more trees.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 08: Like
every year this year also
Nativity of Mother Mary
and Ettunomab 2022 was
celebrated from
September 01, 2022 to
September 08, 2022 in the
presence  of Ft Joseph
Verghese at St Mary JSO

Church Sector -6 with full
prayer and fasting in
which special prayer was
done every  morning from
07:30 hrs to 9:00 hrs on
September 06, 2022.

Special chief guest  re-
spected Kuriakose mor
Eusebius in whose pres-
ence the  mother was told
in a special discourse on

September 07, 2022. On the
last  day on September 08,
2022, in the presence of
the Venerable, in the
morning  prayer, holy
Massa discourse and
Vishuddha Pachore
(Maha Prasad)  was dis-
tributed, in which 100 be-
lievers took the pachore
with fasting  and prayer,

with which the birth an-
niversary of Mother
Mary concluded.

On September 08, 2022
the birthday of the
beloved Thirumeni HG
Kuriakose  mor Eusebius
with Parish Day
Celebration was celebrat-
ed with  special cake cut-
ting prayers and the day

was celebrated along with
the festival of Onam in
which the church believ-
ers came in special
Kerala costumes. In par-
ticular, it concluded with
the presence of Church
Secretary Lalu Cherian,
Treasurer K Princy, Roy
Jacob, Sajee Mon, Reji C
Mathew.

Deprived of civic amenities, slum
dwellers unite with Ganeshotsava 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 08: The slum
dwellers of 'Beej Nigam
Shramik Basti' celebrated
Ganeshotsava with great
enthusiasm and devotion.
The celebrations this year
proved to be a means of
uniting them to struggle
further for their rights. In
the coming days, they are
going to strongly raise
their demands for roads,
toilets, etc in their slum.

Lord Ganesha is consid-
ered "the God for every-
man" as Lord Ganesha is
worshipped by people of all
castes. During the inde-
pendence movement,
Ganeshotsava proved to be
an effective means of unit-
ing the society. Once again,
the deprived people are
uniting here at Bhilai with
this festival. Eliminating
the differences, people of

all caste and creeds partici-
pated in the Yajna organ-
ised at Ganesha Pandal of
this slum on Thursday.
Corporator Savita Dhawas,
social worker Manoj
Thakre, philanthropist Dr
Laxprad and Dr Ranu at-
tended the programme and
made the people aware
about health and other is-
sues. Yajna was organised
for the first time in this
slum. Jitendra Sahu, a
Purohit from Gayatri

Pariwar conducted the reli-
gious rituals. A large num-
ber of locals participated in
the yajna and offered
aahuti to Yajna Devta. It
was the birthday of a local
child, Priyanka. Her birth-
day was celebrated with re-
ligious rituals during the
Yajna and the gathered
showered flower petals on
her as blessings. Naresh,
Umesh, Deepak and others
were present. It needs to be
mentioned here that Beej

Nigam Shramik Basti is lo-
cated in Ward 01 of Risali
Municipal Corporation.
This slum located in the
heart of the city is still de-
prived of toilets and road
connectivity. About 300
slum dwellers have no ac-
cess to toilets and are
forced to attend nature's
call in the open. However,
with the initiatives of
Salute Tiranga organisa-
tion and recommendation
of MP Vijay Baghel, the ad-

ministration has initiated
to prepare a proposal for
construction of toilets and
approach road.

It is really surprising that
this labour dominated slum
located in the middle of
Bhilai - Durg is deprived of
basic facilities. Most of the
residents hail from Orissa
and have been working as
labourers in the nursery of
Seeds Corporation. More
than 300 slum dwellers are
deprived of toilet facilities,
clean drinking water, etc
even after the successful
conduct of the mega
Swachh Bharat Mission.
Even today, these people
visit the forests between
Talpuri Colony A and B
blocks to attend nature's
call. This slum has no ac-
cess to the road. In case of
any emergency, any ambu-
lance would not be able to
reach here.
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New India Literacy Programme now
in Chhattisgarh: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepptt  0088::  Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel, in
his message on the occasion
of International Literacy Day
on September 8, said that
New India literacy programme
will be run in Chhattisgarh for
5 next years.  Basic literacy
and numeracy knowledge will
be provided to illiterate per-
sons and skills would be
imparted in them under this
programme

Work of creating digital lit-
eracy, financial literacy, legal
literacy, electoral literacy,
skill development, basic edu-
cation, continuing education,
as well as special awareness
on cleanliness in health will
also be done under the pro-
gramme. 

According to the Chief
Minister the innovative pro-
grammes of Chhattisgarh are
being continuously appreciat-
ed in the country. It is neces-
sary to work continuously

towards making one-fourth of
the illiterates literate in the
state, he emphasised. He
wished the people of the state
on International Literacy Day.

School Education Minister
Dr Premsai Singh in his mes-
sage said that adult education
and lifelong education have
been given an important place
in the National Education
Policy. He said that for the
quality of education, it is nec-
essary that along with the
teachers, the parents should
also contribute in the educa-
tion of the children, so it is
very important to educate the
illiterate parents.

He requested all the bodies
and teachers of the School
Education Department to
make their invaluable contri-
bution in bringing the
deprived persons to the main-
stream by becoming volunteer
teachers.

More than seven thousand
people participated in the
webinar organized today on
Literacy Day. School
Education Secretary Dr S
Bharathidasan said that the
state has a proud history of
conducting literacy pro-
gramme in mission mode and
in an innovative manner.

He asked to actively con-
tribute towards the success of
the work in coordination with
Samagra Shiksha SCERT and
State Literacy Mission
Authority. Rajesh Singh Rana,
Special Secretary, School
Education Department and
Director, State Literacy
Mission Authority said that
the decision to celebrate
International Literacy Day was
taken by UNESCO.

He said that adult educa-
tion has now been called edu-
cation for all. He said that the
cornerstone of a strong coun-
try is education. Additional
Director SCERT Dr Yogesh
Shivhare said that special
importance has been given to
adult education and lifelong
education in the National
Education Policy. For the first
time the subject of adult edu-
cation has been included in
the state curriculum.
Chhattisgarh is the first state
in the whole country, where
literacy center has been
established in SCRT.  

Prashant Kumar Pandey,
Assistant Director and Nodal
Officer, State Education
Mission Authority gave a pres-
entation about International
Literacy Week. 

Collector holds meeting of govt
school principals in Tilda 

Raipur, Sep 08: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure held a meeting of
the principals of govern-
ment schools of Tilda de-
velopment block to discuss
measures to ensure better
results of the students.
According to him better
results of the students can
be possible with extra ef-
forts. School-wise discus-
sion on the results of the
students during the previ-
ous years was held. He
said that no student
should fail. He said that

special attention should be
paid towards students of
high schools and higher
secondary schools.

The collector told all the
principals present at the
meeting to discharge their
responsibility as a team
leader.

Apart from time man-
agement, regular tests
should be conducted and
students should be taught
art of writing so that they
can get good marks, he
said, adding that question
papers of previous years
should be solved for this.

The Collector also held
detailed discussion on the
measures to improve qual-
ity of education. He said
that awareness should be
created in coordination

with the public represen-
tatives to ensure cent per
cent attendance of stu-
dents. He instructed to
hold various activities in
schools at regular inter-
vals for mental develop-
ment of students.

Observing that COVID-9
pandemic during the last
two years and recent
strike affected studies of
students he called for addi-
tional effort to help stu-
dents in their studies. For
this teachers have to be se-
rious, he said. Raipur dis-
trict panchayat chief exec-
utive officer Dr Ravi
Mittal, district education
officer and janpad pan-
chayat chief executive offi-
cer were present at the
meeting.

Application for Legal Aid Defense
Council System Recruitment till today
Raipur, Sep 09: National
Legal Services Authority
has conducted selection
for Legal Aid Defense
Council System (LEDCS)
in 18 districts of
Chhattisgarh. Under this
scheme, the process has
been started for the ap-
pointment of advocates as
per the instructions of the
Executive Chairman,
Gautam Bhaduri. The

process has also been
started by the State Legal
Services Authority for the
appointment of advocates
in Raipur district out of 18
districts of the state.

District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur has ap-
proved 01 post for Chief
Legal Aid Defense
Counsel, 03 posts for
Deputy Chief Legal Aid
Defense Council and 05

posts for Assistant Legal
Aid Defense Council.
Interested advocates ful-
filling the prescribed cri-
teria can submit or send
their application in the
prescribed format along
with necessary docu-
ments to the office of
District Legal Services
Authority Raipur by 09
September in person or
through post.

Legislature officers from across
country visit State Assembly

Raipur, Sep 08: PRS
Legislative Research, New
Delhi has organised three-
day training programme
from September 7 to 9 for
officers of
legislatures/legislative

councils across the coun-
try at IIM Nava Raipur.
About 40 officers from dif-
ferent states, who partici-
pated in this programme,
visited the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly on
Thursday. They also made
a courtesy call on Leader
of Opposition Narayan
Prasad Chandel and
Legislative Assembly
Secretary Dinesh Sharma.

Crane operator killed, two
other employees injured 

Raipur, Sep 08: A crane
operator was steamed to
death while to other work-
ers were injured in a
mishap at TMT plant in
Raipur. Police have regis-
tered a case against the
PMT plant management.
The incident took place in
Urla area of ??Raipur. A
company named Gravity
Ferro Unit-2 works in
manufacturing TMT.

Deceased Rajneesh
Gupta was a crane opera-
tor in the plant. According
to the information re-
ceived from the Urla police
station, molten iron while
coming out of the plant
spilled over and scattered.
An amount of molten iron

also dropped on nearby
water, raising high steam.
Its heat was so strong that
three workers got burnt.
Rajneesh Gupta was close
to it and that he got badly
burnt.

He was rushed to the
hospital in serious condi-
tion but he succumbed to
burn injuries during treat-
ment on Thursday morn-
ing. The other two employ-
ees with minor injuries
are currently under treat-
ment.

The police have regis-
tered a case against a com-
pany named Gravity Ferro
Unit-2. The name of the
company’s security officer
or manager is not in the
FIR. In preliminary inves-
tigation Police found that
the company management
did not take adequate safe-
ty measures for the em-
ployees.

IT team raids houses of three mining officers in State

Raipur, Sep 08:
The IT raid in the state con-
tinued for the second raid
and this time it was on offi-
cers related to the Mineral
department. At one place
where the IT sleuths raided
the house of retired Mining
Officer NK Sur, on the other,
they raided the house of
Asst. Mining officer
Bajrang Paikra in
Ambikapur. Apart from this
they also raided the house
of Mining Officer posted in
Jagdalpur SS Nag as well on
Thursday.

First the news of raid in
the house of Deputy
Director of Mining SS Nag
came and the IT officers
raided his house at 4:00 in

the morning today in
Brijraj Nagar, Jagdalpur
coming under police station
Kotwali in Bastar district
headquarters. As per infor-
mation in this regard, there
are links of this officer with
the Korba coal scam. SS Nag
has recently being trans-
ferred to Jagdalpur and the
IT team reached his rented
house in the morning. IT
team is scrutinizing the doc-
uments.

According to the informa-
tion received, the Deputy

Director of Mining SS Nag
came to the new house of
Brijraj Nagar on Sunday
and only four days after
reaching here, raid was con-
ducted in the house.
According to the informa-
tion received from the
sources, earlier the Deputy
Director of Mining SS Nag
was posted in the coal mine
of Korba.

After this the raid was
conducted in the house of
Asst. Mining officer
Bajrang Paikra in Digma

Colony in Ambikapur. The
team reached the govern-
ment’s house of Paikra on
the first floor and started
the search in his house.
CRPF jawns were posted
outside till the raid was
going on. The officers from
the mining department kept
avoiding disclosing any de-
tails. During this raid, 6 offi-
cers and CRPF jawans were
found present at Paikra’s
residence. It is learnt that
Paikra is posted in
Ambikapur for long time.

After this there was infor-
mation that a 6-member IT
team had raided the house
of retired Mining Officer
NK Sur in Bilaspur. NK Sur
stays in Green Park Colony
and the raid was conducted
in his house. The IT team is
reported to have scrutinized
all the documents found.
This officer had retired re-
cently from Janjgir District
just four months back.

In Jagdalpur,
Ambikapur and
Bilaspur; one of
them is retired

In TMT plant
mishap; case filed
against company

 Meet Ch’garh opposi-
tion leader, legislative
assembly secretary

Emphasises extra
efforts for better
performances of
students

Seven thousand
people participate
in webinar 
organized on
International
Literacy Day
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Columbia College organises
workshop and exhb

Central Chronicle News 

Raipur, Sep 08: Columbia
College Raipur organised
‘Eco- friendly Ganesh Idol
Workshop & Exhibition’,
which paved the way for
an eco-friendly way to cele-
brate Ganesh Chaturthi.
This ‘Exhibition’ cum
Sale’ event displayed the
beautiful idols of Lord
Ganesha, which were
sculpted by the pupil
teachers during the three
days workshop, conducted
last week at the college
premises under the guid-
ance of Mr. Pawan Dhiwar.
The exhibition witnessed
Harjeet Singh Hura,
Secretary JPES, Dr. S. K.
Moulick, Principal
Columbia Institute of
Engineering and
Technology, Dr. Surendra
Saraf, Principal, Columbia
College of Pharmacy,
Ravinder Singh Hura,
Director, Columbia Global
School Mr. Anand

Srivastava, Assistant
Professor, Columbia
College of Science and
Commerce, Dr. Amit Roy
Columbia Institute of
Pharmacy and all the
other faculty members of
the Columbia Group of
Institutions.

The eye catching and
pocket friendly Ganesh
idols attracted all the visi-
tors and they all appreciat-
ed the eco-friendly initia-
tive taken by the college.
During the exhibition the
winners of the ‘eco-friend-
ly Ganesh Idol making
competition’ namely Rubi
Verma, Bhagya Nidhan
and Padmini all from B.
Ed third semester were
also awarded with certifi-
cates.

The event was coordi-
nated by Pooja Dev and
Rekha Yadav, Assistant
Professor from the
Department of Education.
Principal of Columbia
College Dr. Arun Kumar
Dubey congratulated all
the faculty members and
the pupil teachers for the
success of exhibition.

Annual sports meet ‘Sangathan’
2022 begins at Amity University 

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0088::  Amidst loud
cheering and huge gathering
of faculties and students,
‘Sangathan’ 2022, a month-
long mega event started with
the inaugural session with the
lighting of the torch by the
Pro. Vice Chancellor Prof.
(Dr.) Piyush Kant Pandey fol-
lowed by initiating torch rally
by student sports coordina-
tors. Prof. Pandey encour-
aged the students with his
delightful words. He
expressed his gratitude to the
students to be a part of
‘Sangathan’ and to showcase
their talent. 

Dr. Prasanna Sharma,
University Sangathan
Coordinator administer oath
to all the student and faculty
sports coordinator. All the
students were full of enthusi-
asm and excited to be a part
of Sangathan, a multi-sports
competition. The event is full
of competitive sports, both
Indoor (Carrom, Table Tennis,
Chess etc.) and Outdoor
(Athletics, Badminton,
Basketball, Kabaddi,
Volleyball etc.). The inaugural
session came to an end with
the tug of war between facul-
ty and staff members. 

Teacher’s Day organised at State Council 
of Educational Research and Training

Raipur, Sep 08: Teacher’s
Day was organized on
September 05  in the State
Council of Educational
Research and Training.
Director  Rajesh Singh
Rana, Additional Director
Dr. Yogesh Shivhare, Joint
Director Dr. Mrs. Nishi
Bhambri and all the aca-
demic members of the
Council inaugurated the
program by  garlanding
the picture of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
and paid respect to him.

Director  Rajesh Singh
Rana in his address while
congratulating and wish-
ing everyone on Teachers’
Day said that 60 teachers
in the state were rewarded
for their good work. He
said that the great reward
for a teacher is that his stu-
dents remember him, both
in his success and also in
his failures because teach-
ers play an important role
in converting the failures

of the students into suc-
cess.

Remembering the
teacher by the students is
the biggest asset of the
teachers. Wherever you
are, discharge your duties
with full faith. Both
Teacher’s Day and Guru
Purnima are celebrated in
our society. We have to be
teachers as well as gurus.
The teacher helps the stu-
dents to acquire knowl-

edge and enables them to
lead a meaningful life. By
connecting the student
with spiritual knowledge,
the Guru also develops his
spirituality. Every guru is
a teacher. Every teacher
should try that he becomes
a Guru in the true sense.

Rana said that the coun-
cil works on all aspects re-
lated to education. A bet-
ter example of this is to
get children educated

through Tuhar Duar, dur-
ing (Covid-19). Through
this, continuity in the edu-
cation of the children was
maintained. He said that
in the coming years, the
council and the institu-
tions related to the council
and their members would
be rewarded for their good
work. It will act as an in-
spiration to all.

Dr. Yogesh Shivhare,
Additional Director,
SCERT said that apart
from parents, teachers are
the only ones who feel
proud to see children suc-
ceeding more than them-
selves. The program was
also addressed by Deputy
Director Smt. Pushpa
Kispotta, Dr. Vidyavati
Chandrakar and  Lalit
Sahu of the Council. On
this occasion, D. Darshan
presented a song dedicated
to the teachers. The pro-
gram was conducted by
Gyan Prakash Dwivedi.

Teacher’s Day celebrated at Gyan Ganga

Raipur, Sep 08: Guru who
illuminates the life of the
disciple by taking him from
darkness to light and make
efforts to elevate his disci-
ple to highest position in
the society. The Guru who
creates the society with his
divine knowledge, and
‘Teacher’s Day’ shows the
importance of Guru.
Teachers Day was celebrat-
ed with great enthusiasm
in Gyan Ganga
Auditorium. The program
started with  garlanding
the  picture of the great ed-
ucationist of the country,
former President Dr.
Radhakrishnan and
Goddess Saraswati andf
lightening the traditional
lamp. The program started
with ‘tilak’ and presenting
‘Shriphal’ to all the teach-
ers. After the award, many
interesting competitions
were organised for the
teachers, in which all the
teachers participated en-
thusiastically and enter-

tained the students. Special
presentation of singing,
solo dance, group dance
was given by the students
in the cultural program.
The winning teachers in
the entertaining competi-
tions were felicitated by the
principal of the school,
Mrs. Pratima Rajgor.
Pratima Rajgor, Principal
of the school, while con-
gratulating all the students
for the wonderful organiza-
tion of Teacher’s Day,
called upon them to always
respect the teachers and fol-
low the guidelines. At the
end of the program Head
Boy Prakhar Mishra
thanked everyone. The
stage was conducted by
Naman Gupta and Palak
Gidwani and Garima
Satone. All the House
Captains and Vice Captains
gave their full cooperation
in making this program a
success and expressed their
gratitude towards their
teachers.

CM’s Initiative: Now 
students in EWS category

to get free coaching
Central Chronicle News 

Raipur, Sep 08: On the
initiative of Chief
Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel, now the students
in EWS category of the
state will get free coach-
ing facility for all India
engineering and medical
entrance examinations
as well as other competi-
tive examinations like
CA/CS & CLAT, NDA.
Chief Minister under-
standing the financial
difficulties of families of
EWS category students, a
sensitive decision has
been taken. Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel has
instructed the concerned
department  to prepare
the necessary guidelines
for admission  of
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, and
Other Backward Classes
as well as EWS category
students, it has been
asked that along with ar-
ranging coaching for the
students of the class and
to start the coaching
soon. It is worth mention-

ing that in the state, there
is already a provision of
free coaching for all India
engineering and medical
entrance examinations
etc. Now after this new
initiative, the students of
EWS category will also
get the facility of free
coaching. The officials of
the Tribal and Scheduled
Castes Department in-
formed that in the cur-
rent financial year 2022-
23, including the
Scheduled Castes, Other
Backward Classes and
E.W.S category students a
total of 400 students will
be provided free coach-
ing facility for various
competitive examina-
tions. Under this, stu-
dents will get coaching
for admission in courses
like PMT, PET, NSTE,
JEE main/advance,
AIIMS, NEET, CA/CS &
CLAT and NDA.
Coaching for these exam-
inations will be given to
the students through re-
puted coaching institutes
in Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg
and Bhilai.

Complete road construction work
projects within time limit: CS

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 08: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
reviewed various National
Highway road projects in
the state through video
conferencing from
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on
Wednesday. In the meet-
ing, a detailed review of
the works under National
Highways and National
Highways Authority, pend-
ing works and in-progress
of roads were reviewed in
detail. The progress of
works of road projects
under Bastar division was
also reviewed in the meet-
ing. DGP  Ashok Juneja
and Secretary, Public
Works Department,
Siddharth Komal Pardeshi
were also present in the
meeting. During the re-
view of the works of
National Highway Road
Project, the Chief
Secretary directed the offi-
cials of Forest
Department, Public Works
and National Highways to

get the work done in coor-
dination for works like
compensation for con-
struction of roads, land ac-
quisition and tree harvest-
ing. He told the officials
that the construction work
of the roads should not be
stopped in any way, all the
necessary works should be
completed on time.

In the meeting, the
works of Bilaspur to Urga
road under National
Highway in Bilaspur dis-
trict, Pathrapali to
Katghora in Korba dis-
trict, Champa to Korba-
Churi-Katghora and Urga
to Pathalgaon road were
reviewed. Similarly, infor-
mation was taken from the

officials regarding Urga to
Pathalgaon in Raigarh dis-
trict, Ambikapur to
Pathalgaon in Surguja and
Ambikapur to
Ramanujganj Garhwa
road. The Chief Secretary
took information from the
officials regarding the
progress of works of
Pathalgaon to Kunkuri
road and Durg Raipur by-
pass Bharatmala project
and Raipur to
V i s a k h a p a t n a m
Bharatmala project in
Jashpur district. In the
meeting, information was
taken from the officials
about the status of con-
struction of roads from
Bijapur Aavapalli,

Basaguda, Jagargunda
Marg, Bijapur Modakpal
Tarlaguda and Nelsonar to
Kodoli Mirtur Gangalur
Marg under LWE affected
area under Bastar divi-
sion. He directed the offi-
cers to take necessary ac-
tion at the earliest to in-
crease the mobile connec-
tivity in the newly formed
districts of Mohla Manpur
and Khairagarh. Officers
of Public Works, Forests,
National Highways,
BSNL, Reliance Jio, Chips,
including Principal
Secretary, Forest and
Home Department  Manoj
Pingawa, ADG
Vivekananda attended the
meeting.

GSS fetes winning players of Nat’l Thai Boxing

Raipur, Sep 08: In the
National Thai Boxing
Championship recently
concluded in Amritsar 03
students of Shri Gujrati  H
S School who were part of
16 member state team
bagged 02 gold and 01
bronze medal. Out of the
three gold medals won by
the Chhattisgarh team, two
gold  medals were won by
the members of Shri
Gujrati  H S School who
formed part of the team.

The gold medal winners are
Mansi Tandi and Yash Rai
while Pallavi Sahu won
bronze medal. All of them
along with Anis Memon
Principal of Shri Gujrati  H
S School and Tikeshwari
Sahu Assistant Coach of
school paid a courtesy visit
to GSS Secretary Ashok
Bhai Patel and apprised
about their achievements.
They also narrated the woes
faced by the team due to
cancellation of

Chhattisgarh  Express in
their return from Amritsar.
Secretary congratulated the
team members for their
achievements and handed
over Rs 10,000 appreciation
amount to the four mem-
bers. He also assured to
compensate for the finan-
cial loss borne by them due
to cancellation of train
while returning from
Amritsar, informs  Anis
Memon Principal of Shri
Gujrati  H S School.

Notification published for formation of the new districts 

Central Chronicle News 

Raipur, Sep 08: The noti-
fication of the formation
of the new districts
“ M a n e n d r a g a r h -
Chirimiri-Bharatpur” and
“Sakti” has been pub-
lished in the Gazette of
Chhattisgarh today. The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will inaugurate
“ M a n e n d r a g a r h -
Chirimiri-Bharatpur” as
the 32nd district and
“Sakti” as the 33rd district
of the state on 9
September. According to
the notification, the new

district “Manendragarh-
Chirimiri-Bharatpur” has
been created after convert-
ing the borders of the
Koriya district while the
“Sakti” has been formed
by converting the borders
of the Janjgir-Champa
district.

According to the notifi-
cation, the new district
“ M a n e n d r a g a r h -
Chirimiri-Bharatpur” has
been formed by including
Koriya district’s sub-divi-
sions Manendragarh,
Tehsil Manendragarh,
Chirimiri, and Kolhari;
sub-divisions Bharatpur,
Tehsil Bharatpur, and
Kotadol; and sub-divisions
Khadgawa, Tehsil

Khargawa. The newly-
formed district’s borders
have been established as
Tehsil Kusmi, district
Sidhi, and district
Singroli (Madhya
Pradesh) in the north;
Tehsil Podi Uproda, dis-
trict Korba (Chhattisgarh)
in the south; Tehsil
Baikunthpur and Sonhat,
district Koriya
(Chhattisgarh) in the east;
district “Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi’ (Chhattisgarh),
Anuppur, and Shahdol
(Madhya Pradesh) in the
west.

Similarly, according to
the notification in the
Gazette of Chhattisgarh
about Sakti, the new dis-

trict has been formed by
including Janjgir-
Champa’s sub-divisions
Sakti, Malkharauda,
Dabhra, Tehsil Sakti,
Malkharauda, Jaijaipur,
Baradwar, Dabhra, and
Arbhar. The newly-
formed district Sakti’s
borders have been estab-
lished as Tehsil Kartala,
district Korba in the
North; Tehsil Sarangarh,
district Sarangarh-
Bilaigarh in the south;
Tehsil Kharsiya and
Raigarh, district Raigarh
in the east; Tehsil
Saragaon and
Bamhanidih, district
Janjgir-Champa in the
west.

Teachers honoured on occasion of Teacher’s Day
Konta, Sep 08:
‘Mukhyamantri Shiksha
Gaurav Alankaran cere-
mony’ was organized in
Konta Nagar of Sukma
district. The programme
concluded in the presence
of the chief guest Nagar
Panchayat President
Dornapal and Nagar
Panchayat President
Konta and local public rep-
resentatives.

On this occasion, he
threw light on the life of
Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan and gave
information about his
struggle. He said that ‘you
all are aware that every
year on 5th September, the
birth anniversary of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
is celebrated as Teacher’s
Day across the country. He
served as the country’s
first Vice President and

second President. It is
noteworthy that for his
achievements, he was also
awarded the country’s
highest honour Bharat
Ratna.

Speaking further he said
that with this era of chang-
ing India, the nature of ed-
ucation has changed today.
In the modern era, every
type of knowledge is avail-
able on the internet, but it
is the teachers who teach
us to identify between

right and wrong. And by
contributing to the all-
round development of the
children, make them capa-
ble to face the different sit-
uations that come in one’s
life. We can say that the
full credit for the bright fu-
ture of the children goes to
the teachers. Without
teachers, the students are
zero’, he added.

The public representa-
tive said that knowledge is
not possible without a

Guru. Therefore all stu-
dents should respect their
teachers. Teachers are our
guides, who bring us out
from the darkness of igno-
rance to the light of knowl-
edge. The teachers who
had served during the pro-
gram were honoured as
well as 9 teachers were ho-
noured with the
Shikshadoot Award, which
included Sadhna Banjare
from Dornapal in the dis-
trict, Santosh Kumar of

Pollampalli, Prem Lal
Divan of Burguda,
Chumeshwar Lal Sahu of
Chhindgad, Loman Kumar
Tekam. Varlakshmi Yadav,
Ramvati Potai of Sukma,
and Bhagwati Deshmukh
were involved, while the
same 3 teachers were hon-
oured with the Gyandeep
Award, in which Fazal
Khan from Konta
Maraigud, Dular Singh
Gaware from Sukma and
Arun Sahu from
Chhindgad were also en-
couraged. In this entire
programme, District
Education Officer of
Sukma district G.K.
Prasad, all the Block
Education Officers of the
district, and all the offi-
cials of the Education
Department, teachers of
Swami Atmanand Konta
were present.

On ‘making eco-friendly
Ganesh idol’

 In the state gazette 

Raipur, Sep 08:
Continuing its tradition of
last 20 years Om Complex
residents at Fafadih is cel-
ebrating Ganesh Utsav
this year too with devo-
tion, inform Kanti Bhai
Patel and Hitesh Patel.
Apart from daily prayers
residents are participating

in different activities like
Housie, Fancy Dress,
Garba, One Minute Show
and others. Mass meal was
also fed on this occasion.
Congress leader Nitin
Bhansali was present as
guest at Om Complex
Ganesh Utsav and was all
praise for it.

Ganesh Utsav celebration at Om Complex



Baikunthpur, Sep 08:
Many development works
is being carried out in
Garudol circle under
Biharpur Forest circle of
Manendragarh Forest di-
vision, but it has always
remained in limelight due
to quality of work execut-
ed and charges are mainly
on the Ranger in-charge.

If the people of the re-
gion are to be believed
then there is corruption
rampant in all construc-
tion work being carried
out. It has become com-
mon to hear that the offi-
cers without the help of
technical expert are
preparing design of differ-
ent works from non-ex-
perts and then gets the
work executed and which
create problems in the
long run. Taking into ac-
count one such incident
recently, the Anicut con-
structed at the cost of Rs

18 lakh in Bihapur circle
of Manendragarh Forest
div, there are reports of
massive irregualrities in
it. This was constructed
under CM Baghel’s presti-
gious ‘Narwa Yojana’, but
in just light showers few
days back, the wall of this
Anicut got damaged and
now it is hanging in air.
The water from the
Anicut is flowing at high
speed from the base and
abortment area. It is
worthwhile to mention
here that this Anicut has

been constructed in re-
mote inaccessible area
and where it is not possi-
ble for common men to
reach easily. Probably it is
for this reason that this
Anicut was left in the
same condition by the
DFO and the ranger, hav-
ing full information about
it. This anicut has become
centre of discussion
among the villagers.
There are reports that the
officials are trying to get it
repaired at the earliest.

Sources informed that

the Ranger in-Charge in
the Manendragarh sub-di-
vision has done massive
irregularities in the con-
struction works and de-
spite charges on him, no
firm action has been
taken by the senior offi-
cers till date. As a result of
this there are reports of
massive irregularities
being done in the new
work in thick forest area
of Manendragarh. Here at
one place where the
Anicut being constructed
spending lakhs is getting
damaged in just 5 months,
on the other the people are
raising eyebrows on the
quality of work being exe-
cuted. It is worthwhile to
mention here that every
year under ‘Narva Yojana’
the details of filling of
water in the Anicut and

cell No. is sent to the state
government, so that it can
be known how successful
this working was. But the
details of this particular
Anicut has not being sub-
mitted, just to hide the
faults in the construction
and quality of work done.

When the Biharpur
Ranger in-Charge
Shankhmuni Pandey was
tried to be contacted, he
first tried to pass-on the
question and when asked
how much amount has
been invested, then he re-
fused to disclose it.

He also did not dis-
closed about the cell No. of
Anicut, as the media may
reach there and disclosed
everything hidden so far.
As such the Ranger in-
charge is having the list of
works, investment cost,
condition of the work and
other details along with
documents.

Chirmiri, Sep 08: It was
under leadership of BJP
Kissan Morcha (BJPKM)
State President Shyam
Bihari Jaiswal, the BJP
worker of Chirmiri
Mandal met the Municipal
Commissioner Chirmiri
and submitted him a mem-
orandum demanding com-
pletion of all the pending
grievances within 7 days
and also gave an ultima-
tum of launching agres-
sive movement if the de-
mands are not fulfilled.

After submission of
memorandum to the
Municipal Commissioner,
the BJPKM State
President and ex-MLA
Shyam Behari Vajpayee
said that they have submit-
ted a memorandum in sup-
port of problems of the
employees and public
amenities required for
general public. Prominent
among the demands raised
was to release payment of
regular and placement em-

ployees of Chirmiri
Municipal Corporation
(CMC) for last 3 months; to
carry out repair work of
streetlight on all main
roads in city soon; the
CMC employees working
in the Water ATMs of
CMC are not being paid for
last 21 months and there-
fore their payment should
be released at the earliest.
Apart from this they also
highlighted the cleaning in
public places and nooks &
corners of city from the
wild grass, posing threat to
any seasonal diseases; they
also demanded starting of
city buses closed for long;
to remove stray cattle on

the roads causing hin-
drance in smooth flow of
traffic and they should be
shifted to ‘Gouthans’ con-
structed near city. BJPKM
also issued an ultimatum
to take these stray cattle to
‘Goushala’ or ‘Gouthans’
or else they will release all

in the CMC office premis-
es. Set aside this the
BJPKM also brought it to
the knowledge of CMC
Commissioner to carry out
cleaning of drains lying
clogged for many days and
it may lead to rise of water-
borne diseases including
Dengue, Malaria and oth-
ers. BJPKM has warned
CMC Commissioner to en-
sure completion of above
demands within 7 days or
else they will be forced to
gherao CMC office and en-
tire responsibility will be
that of CMC administra-
tion.
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MMaanneennddrraaggaarrhh,,  SSeepp  0088::

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is going to launch the
formation of two new districts
on 9 September after giving 3
new districts to the people of
the state last week. From this
day, the 32nd district will be
Manendragarh- Chirmiri-
Bharatpur and Sakti will come
into existence as the 33rd dis-
trict. In this way the number of
districts in the state will
increase to 33. 

In the newly formed dis-
tricts, Chief Minister Baghel
will inaugurate the office of
Collector and Superintendent
of Police and will also conduct
road shows. Development
works worth crores of rupees
will also be granted by Baghel
for the newly formed district.

Manendragarh- Chirmiri-
Bharatpur will now emerge as
new administrative units after
separating them from Koriya
district and  from Janjgir-
Champa. Unprecedented joy

prevails in the remote forest
areas of Manendragarh-
Chirmiri- Bharatpur and in
Sakti. With the new district
coming into existence, a new
wave of development will flow
in various avenues such as
health, education, food, road
connectivity and internet con-
nectivity. 

The proposed new district
will be under the
Manendragarh- Chirmiri-
Bharatpur Surguja division.
The number of sub-divisions in
the newly formed district is
3,in which Manendragarh,
Bharatpur and Kharagwan are
included, while the number of
tehsils is 6 which includes
Manendragarh, Kelhari,
Bharatpur, Kharagwan,
Chirmiri and Kotadol. There are
3 Janpad Panchayat namely
Manendragarh, Kharagwan,
Bharatpur. There are 5 urban
bodies in which Municipal
Corporation Chirmiri,
Municipal Council
Manendragarh, Nagar

Panchayat Jhagrakhand, Nagar
Panchayat Khongapani and
Nagar Panchayat New Ledri
are also  included.

The total number of villages
in the proposed newly consti-
tuted Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district is 376. There
are 13 Revenue Inspector
Boards and 87 Patwari halka.
The geographical area of the
proposed new district is 1 lakh
46 thousand 824 hectares. The
population here is 3 lakh 76
thousand 696. The number of
villages in Tehsil of
Manendragarh is 59, in Kelhari

74, in Bharatpur 108, in
Kharagwan 44 and in Chirmiri
16 while in the Tehsil of
Kotadol,the number is 75. The
newly formed district also
includes tourist places like
Amritdhara Falls, Siddhababa
Temple (Manendragarh),
S i t a m a r h i - H a r c h o u k a
(Ramvangaman Tourist
Circuit), Bharatpur, Ramdaha
Falls.

Similarly, the new district
will be under Sakti Bilaspur
division. District Sakti will con-
sist of a total of 5 tehsils
including Tehsil Sakti,
Malkharoda, Jaijaipur of subdi-
vision Sakti and Tehsil Dabhra
of subdivision Dabhra. Sakti
district will consist of 18
Revenue Inspector Divisions.
According to the 2011 census,
the population of the district is
6,47,254. Sakti district will con-
sist of 319 gram panchayats, 6
urban bodies. The newly
formed district also includes
tourist places like
Chandrahasini Mata Temple

Chandrapur, Adbhar
Ashtabhuji Mata Temple,
Rainkhol and Damaudraha.

Sakti district is coming into
existence as a new administra-
tive unit after being separated
from Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur Koriya district and
J a n j g i r - C h a m p a .
Unprecedented joy  prevails in
the remote forest areas of
M a n e n d ra g a r h - C h i r m i r i -
Bharatpur and in Sakti regard-
ing the formation of the new
district. With the new district
coming into existence, a new
stream of development will
flow in the area, the pace of
development will also acceler-
ate. Development work will be
done in avenues like education,
health, food grains, internet
and road connectivity in inac-
cessible areas.

On the inauguration of new
districts, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will give
development works worth Rs
353 crore 79 lakh 23 thousand
in both the districts. On this
day, Bhoomi Pujan of 09 works
worth Rs 187 crore 04 lakh 66
thousand and 06 works worth
Rs 13 crore 68 lakh 57 thousand
will be inaugurated in
Manendragarh. 

Whereas in Sakti, 296 devel-
opment works worth Rs 85
crore 20 lakh will be dedicated
and 13 works worth Rs 67 crore
85 lakh 99 thousand will be
dedicated.

Ch’garh to have 33 districts from today
 CM Baghel will inaugu-

rate 2 new districts

 32nd district will be

Manendragarh-

Chirmiri-Bharatpur

and Sakti will 

come into existence as

33rd district

Bilaspur, Sep 08: 

Collector Saurabh
Kumar met a large num-
ber of people in the weekly
Jandarshan and listened
to their grievances. He dis-
tributed ration cards to
four people belonging to
poor families on the spot.

About 35 different types
of collective and individ-
ual cases were heard in
Jandarshan.

While some cases were
resolved on the spot in jan
darshan, some serious
cases were registered in
the TL register.
Instructions were given to
the officers concerned to
resolve such serious cases
and submit the report
within the time limit.
Kunti Bai, Bhagbali and
Shivmangal, residents of
village Umarra of
Ratanpur tehsil, met the
collector. They said that
their land had been sub-
merged due to water log-
ging in the submergence
area of Arpa Bhainsajhar.

Everyone collectively
complained about not get-
ting the compensation
amount for the land.
Putting their application
in the TL register, the

Collector directed SDM
Kota to resolve the matter.
Villagers of Gram
Panchayat Semra of
Ratanpur tehsil submitted
an application complain-
ing of encroachment by
some people on govern-
ment land. The Collector
handed over application to
the SDM Kota and in-
structed to take immediate
action on this complaint.

Villagers of Gram
Panchayat Semra of
Ratanpur tehsil submitted
an application seeking re-
moval of encroachment
on the government land.
While handing over his ap-
plication to SDM Kota, the
Collector instructed to
take immediate action on

it. Lalit Pant, resident of
Devrikhurd, applied to get
a copy of the transfer fee
order. He told that despite
all the efforts for the last
three years, he did not re-
ceive the copy.

Mahettar Ram Kaivart
of village Machkhanda of
Sipat tehsil applied for old
age pension amount. The
Chief Executive Officer of
Janpad Panchayat
Masturi will look into the
matter. Apart from this,
Anand Ram, a resident of
Tikrapara of the city, ap-
plied for fee waiver for the
education of children and
for treatment of illness.
District Education Officer
and Chief Medical Officer
will look into this matter.

Collector hears public grievances
at weekly public darshan

Four people of poor family get ration cards 

BJPKM workers submit memo to CMC Commissioner

Anicut worth lakhs gets damaged, runs dry
 After light showers so far;

smells of corruption

Rajim, Sep 08:

On occasion of
Teacher’s Day, the
Governor of the State
Anusuiya Uikey felicitat-
ed the teachers of the
state with state teacher’s
award at Rajbhavan hall
here on Monday. It was
chaired by CM Bhupesh
Baghel and School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam was
the special guest.

In this felicitation pro-
gramme, teacher Kamal
Kishore Tamrakar from
Government Middle
School Usarijor block
Mainpur of Gariyaband
district and Bhagchand
Chaturvedi teacher Govt
Primary School Bhendari
(Loharsi) was felicitated
with shawl, srifal and cer-
tificate of appreciation at

the hands of the
Governor.

Asst. Teacher
Bhagchand Chaturvedi
has been working in Govt
Primary School in
Bhendari since 1999 and
are teaching the students
through variety of meth-
ods to make it more inter-
esting.

It is by promoting the
School Management sami-
ti of his School, with help

of villagers he opened
Smart Class and is teach-
ing students using com-
puters, LED TV, printers
through ‘Diksha App’. He
also actively participates
in mid-day meal pro-
gramme, sanitation and
other school activities.

He also organised
‘Mohalla classes’ during
the Covid time and help
lot of students learn and
study. It is notable here

that for exceptional works
in this field, he was pre-
sented with
‘Mukhyamantri Gaurav
Alankaran samman’
Shiksha Doot in 2018.

Kamal Kishore
Tamrakar started his
teaching journey from
Govt Middle School,
Usarijor of District
Gariyaband since 1998 and
had remarkable work for
school children using va-
riety of new methods
through questionnaire,
‘kabad-se-Jugad’, mother’s
upgradation programme
and motivating mothers
and housewives to teach
children around them. He
is also recipient of many
awards including
Mukhyamantri Gaurav
Alankaran Samman,
Moulana Azad Shiksha
Ratna Award,
Chhattisgarh Ratna
Samman, Navachar
Pradarshini, Shikshak
Samman and others.

Tamrakar, Chaturvedi felicitated at the hands of Guv

Asst. Teacher Bhagchand Chaturvedi being felicitated
by the Governor Anusiya Uikey at Rajbhavan.

 On occasion 
of Teacher’s Day

KKoorriiyyaa  ((BBhhaarraattppuurr)),,  SSeepp  0088::  As such
the poor families are being distrib-
uted rice in ration at Re 1 per kg, but
in Koriya district the rice being pro-
vided is becoming sole reason behind
health related problems to the vil-
lagers availing this facility. 
The villagers from Gram Panchayat
Chuel under Bharatpur block of
Koriya district are being supplied rice
full of dirtiness and small worms and
which is clearly visible in the pictures
here.  It is notable here that the office
of the Food Officer is at mere 20 kms
from this shop and it is right under his
nose that villagers are being supplied
poor quality rice with worms in it.
This clearly shows the carelessness
on part of the Food Officer and lack of
action by him.

AAllssoo  cchhaarrggeess  ooff  sstteeaalliinngg  ooff  rriiccee
mmeeaanntt  ffoorr  ppoooorr::

A women self-
help group is running
the government’s
Fair Price Shop
(FPS) in Gram
Panchayat Chuel. It
is learnt that now the
shop is being run by
the local public rep-
resentative and due
to which there is no

one in the officer category to hear
about the complaints. The beneficiar-
ies of this FPS have charged the owner
of the FPS that he is distribution rice
as per the quota fixed in the ration
card for them and is doing lot of irreg-
ularities in its weighing. Now this
remains to be seen as to when action
is taken against the FPS owner or
when the Food officer of the region
would wake up from deep slumber.

Poor families being 
supplied poor quality rice
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WATERLOGGED SLUM AREA

View of waterlogged Munnekolala slum area due to overflowing of the Varthur lake, following heavy monsoon
rains in Bengaluru, Thursday. 

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

People belonging to the transgender community stop a vehicle during a traffic awareness campaign on wearing of
seat belts, in Prayagraj, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Protest 
 New Delhi: Around

170 women residing in
a Delhi University hos-
tel gathered at the Arts
Faculty on Thursday to
protest against “ha-
rassment” by the ad-
ministration after
being directed to vacate
their rooms while their
exams were underway.
The residents of Rajiv
Gandhi Hostel for Girls
(RGHG) alleged that
they received a notice
from the hostel admin-
istration on August 22,
asking them to 
vacate the premises
after their exams.

Bail 
 Srinagar: A special

National Investigation
Agency court here has
granted bail to 17 per-
sons accused of lynch-
ing a police officer in
2017 outside Jamia
Masjid. Judge M S
Manhas, while allow-
ing the bail applica-
tion on Wednesday,
said there were no rea-
sonable grounds to be-
lieve that the accused
were guilty of lynch-
ing deputy superin-
tendent of
police Mohammad
Ayoub Pandit.

Die
 Jammu: A male

artist performing
role of goddess
Parvati in a Lord
Shiva’s dancing
opera died after he
collapsed on stage in
Jammu city outskirts
and the video of his
last moments went
viral on social media.
20-year Yogesh Gupta
was performing in
Lord Shiva’s danc-
ing-cum-musical
opera at a night
Jagran in Kotha
Sonia hamlet of
Bishnah tehsil on
Tuesday night,
sources said.

Bus services 
 New Delhi: People

who wish to visit re-
vamped Central Vista,
to be inaugurated in a
few hours, can avail e-
bus services which the
Delhi Metro will run
for a week from
Friday. Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will Thursday
evening inaugurate
the newly-christened
Kartavya Path — a
stretch from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to
India Gate that will
have red granite walk-
ways with greenery
all around, refur-
bished canals, state-
wise food stalls, new
amenity blocks and
vending kiosks.

Low pressure 
 Bhubaneswar:

Odisha is bracing for
another spell of torren-
tial rain over the next
few days, with the for-
mation of a low pres-
sure over the Bay of
Bengal on Thursday,
the Met Department
said. The low pressure
formed over the cen-
tral Bay in the morn-
ing under the influence
of a cyclonic circula-
tion, the Bhubaneswar
Meteorological 
Centre said.

Bangladesh PM 
Sheikh Hasina on her arrival
at Jaipur airport, in Jaipur,

Thursday. 

Kolkata, Sep 08 (PTI):

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday said
she and her counterparts
in neighbouring Bihar and
Jharkhand will join hands
with several other opposi-
tion parties to oust the BJP
from power in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. While ad-
dressing a party pro-
gramme here, Banerjee,
also the Trinamool
Congress supremo,
claimed that the BJP
would face a rout because
of its arrogance and peo-
ple’s anger. I, Nitish
Kumar, Hemant Soren and
many others will come to-
gether in 2024. All opposi-
tion parties will join hands
to defeat the BJP. All of us
will be on one side and the
BJP on the other. The
BJP’s arrogance of 300
seats will be its nemesis.
There will be Khela Hobe’
in 2024, she said. ‘Khela
Hobe’ (game is on) had

been the battle cry of the
TMC during the high-oc-
tane Assembly polls last
year, in which the party de-
feated the BJP to storm
back to power for the third
consecutive term.
Banerjee claimed that the
arrest of Jharkhand MLAs
with hordes of cash by
Bengal police recently
stopped the horse trading

in the neighbouring state
and prevented the fall of
the Hemant Soren govern-
ment. Three Congress
MLAs of Jharkhand were
arrested after their vehicle
was intercepted at Panchla
in West Bengal’s Howrah
district on July 30 and
nearly Rs 49 lakh in cash
was found in the car. They
claimed that the money
was meant for buying sa-
rees for an Adivasi festival
in their state. The
Congress, which is a part
of the JMM-led govern-
ment in Jharkhand, has
claimed that the BJP was
trying to topple the
Hemant Soren govern-
ment by offering Rs 10
crore each and ministerial
berth to the MLAs.

The BJP thinks they can
threaten us with CBI and
ED. The more they pursue
such tricks, the more they
will get closer to defeat in
next year’s Panchayat elec-
tion and 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, she said.

‘Oppn will unite to oust
BJP from power in 2024’

West Bengal Chief Minister
and TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee during the partys
organisational meeting, at
Netaji Indoor Stadium in

Kolkata, Thursday.

Mau (UP), Sep 08 (PTI):
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Thursday said his gov-
ernment is taking action
against those who acted
like “termites” to damage
Mau, apparently pointing
towards don-turned-politi-
cian Mukhtar Ansari cur-
rently in jail on various
charges.

The chief minister said
this while addressing a
gathering after inaugurat-
ing and laying the founda-
tion stone of various de-
velopment projects here.

Without taking any
name, Adityanath said,
“These mafias and their
people have committed the
sin of obstructing the de-
velopment of this area.
The mafia kept damaging

this place (Mau) like ter-
mites. These people used
the money coming for de-
velopment to increase
their wealth and enlarge
the havelis. Today the gov-
ernment is making them

and their family compen-
sate for the sin they have
committed.”

The CM was apparently
referring to Mukhtar
Ansari, a former MLA
from Mau Sadar seat.

Mukhtar is currently
lodged in Banda jail on
various charges. His son
Abbas Ansari is currently
the Suheldev Bharatiya
Samaj Party MLA from
Mau seat. He is also an ac-
cused in a case of illegal
possession of arms and
the court has declared him
a fugitive.

The state government is
constantly tightening the
noose on Mukhtar’s family
and close friends, and
properties of many of his
relatives and associates
have been confiscated or
demolished in the last cou-
ple of years.

In his address, the chief
minister said, “The state
government has a policy of
zero tolerance towards
crime.

Govt taking action against those 
who damaged Mau like ‘termites’: Yogi

UP CM Yogi Adityanath feeds cows, at a cowshed 
in Gorakhpur, Thursday.

Itanagar, Sep 08 (PTI):

Petroleum exploration
activities in Tirap district
of Arunachal Pradesh
had to be put on hold for
want of necessary clear-
ances from the state forest
department as well as the
Union environment min-
istry, a minister told the
Assembly here on
Thursday.

A standing committee
of National Board of
Wildlife (NBWL), too, is
yet to give its nod to the
project, which was to be
undertaken in the vicini-
ty of national park, state
geology and mining min-
ister Kamlung Mossang
said, responding to a ques-
tion by Congress MLA
Wanglin Lowangdong.

Mossang also said that
Oil India Limited (OIL)
had initially submitted
two clearance proposals

to the state forest depart-
ment and the Union envi-
ronment ministry in 2016
and 2017 respectively.

The stage-1 clearance
was accorded by the
Centre in August 2020 but
stage-2 wasn’t, he said.

As Dihing-Pataki
wildlife sanctuary, located
10 km from petroleum ex-
ploration site at Deomali,
was declared a national
park in June last year by
the Assam government,
an NBWL clearance was
also needed, the proposal
for which is pending with
the neighbouring state,
the minister explained.

Mossang also said that
the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas had in 1998 given its
approval for granting
Petroleum Exploration
License (PEL) to OIL for
an area of 356.16 sq km at
Deomali in Tirap district.

Responding to another
query, environment and
forest minister Mama
Natung said the project
won’t be to progress till
the time an area around
the park was marked as
eco-sensitive zone.

Work can be undertak-
en only beyond the demar-
cated zone. The Supreme
Court has directed that
every national park and
wildlife sanctuary in the
country will have to have
mandatory eco-sensitive
zone Lowangdong, as he
raised the question, had
urged the government to
pursue the matter with
the Centre, stating that
Arunachal Pradesh could
immensely benefit from
the petroleum explo-
ration project, which
would not just enrich the
state coffers but also cre-
ate job opportunities for
youth.

‘Oil exploration proj put on hold in Arunachal’

Shillong, Sep 08 (PTI):

The Meghalaya High
Court has issued a suo
motu contempt notice to
the state’s chief secretary
and mining secretary for
failing to prohibit illegal
coal mining in the state be-
sides wilful failure to de-
clare the quantum of coal
dumped at various places
as per previous court or-
ders. A bench headed by
Chief Justice Sanjib
Banerjee, however, said the
order will not be effective
and will remain in
abeyance as the advocate
general has sought 10 days
to seriously address all is-
sues. “It is noticed with
alarm that the administra-
tion has been attempting to

obfuscate the issue which
leads to the perception that
it may not be serious in im-
plementing the prohibition
on coal mining,” the bench
said. Issue a suo motu rule
of contempt to the Chief
Secretary of the State and
the Secretary in the
Department of Mining for
the flagrant and deliberate
violation of orders of this
Court, the full bench said
in its order on Wednesday.

The court had directed
the state to make a fresh in-
ventory of coal dumped at
various places, which does
not seem to have been done
. The bench said the con-
temnors also failed to im-
plement the prohibition of
mining coal in the state
without obtaining an ap-

propriate license in accor-
dance with the law.
Newspapers reported
deaths due to illegal min-
ing in recent times, it said.

Rigs and like structures
are used at the mining sites
which are visible from
quite a distance. Freshly
mined coal is easy to iden-
tify and is being regularly
dumped at several places
in the State which previ-
ously had no collection of
coal, the bench stated.
Criticising the Meghalaya
administration, the court
said that one of the peti-
tions pending in the HC
speaks of illegally mined
coal in the state being
shown to have originated
in Assam by forging and
fabricating documents.

Meghalaya HC issues 
contempt notice to top officials

For failing to curb illegal mining

New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI):

Sahitya Akademi win-
ner Samaresh Bose’s
Bengali travelogue
“Amrita Kumbher
Snadhaney”, which nar-
rates his experience of
visiting the Kumbh mela,
has now been translated
into English.

The narrator com-
mences on this journey
with the desire not to
achieve atonement, but to
learn about life, about
people. He is amazed and
inspired by the charac-
ters he meets, whether
they be his fellow passen-
gers on the train, sadhus
and devotees like
Mahavir and Ramjidasi
at the festival, or the fam-
ily he shares a tent with.

The book has been
translated into English as
“In Search of the Pitcher
of Nectar” by Nirmal
Kanti Bhattacharjee, edi-

torial director of Niyogi
Books. Kumbh mela is
the holy site of the con-
fluence of rivers, Ganga,
Yamuna and Saraswati at
Prayag, where pilgrims
bathe at a designated
time of the year.

According to Hindu
mythology, the nectar of
immortality ‘amrita’ was
spilled from the pot
‘kumbha’ at this location.
The seekers believe that
bathing in these rivers is
a means to atonement or
penance for past mis-
takes, and that it cleanses
them of their sins.

It is also a celebration
of community commerce
with numerous fairs, reli-
gious discourses by
saints, mass feedings of
monks or the poor, and
entertainment spectacles.
Through Bose’s eyes, one
is also able to discern the
double standards of soci-
ety.

Samaresh Bose’s travelogue on Kumbh translated into English

Itanagar, Sep 08 (PTI):

Arunachal Pradesh
Transport Minister Nakap
Nalo on Thursday said
that the Northeast
Frontier Railway has as-
sured the state govern-
ment not to disturb the
flow of rivers and streams
while laying broad gauge
line from Ruksin to
Pasighat in East Siang dis-
trict.

Allaying apprehension
made by senior Congress
member Ninong Ering
that the railway line could
block the flow of rivers
and streams in areas like
12 Mile, Rani, Sile and
other adjoining areas of
the district, known as the
‘rice bowl’ of the state,
Nalo informed the
Assembly that the state
government had taken up
the matter with the rail-

way authorities who have
assured not to disturb the
rivers and streams along
the new railway track.

The railway authorities
have agreed to construct
bridges over such water
bodies without disturbing
them, Nalo said and added
that the BJP government
in the state would work for
the welfare of the people.

‘Railways not to disturb water
bodies while laying track’

Nakap Nalo

DCW issues 
summons to Delhi

Police 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  0088  ((PPTTII)):: The
Delhi Commission for Women
(DCW) on Thursday issued
summons to the city police
over a video purportedly show-
ing children selling illegal
liquor and ganja.

In a statement, the panel
stated that illegal liquor and
drugs are available freely in
Delhi. The purported video
depicts how even children, who
should be attending school and
getting proper education, are
being involved in the sale of
illicit liquor and drugs, it said.

DCW Chief Swati Maliwal
has issued summons to Delhi
Police seeking details of FIR
and arrests in the case. “Drug
trafficking is so rampant in
Delhi that children at the age of
attending schools are illegally
selling ganja and country-
made liquor. This girl is selling
the same while eating ice
cream. This video was report-
edly recorded in Rohini.
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London, Sep 8 (PTI) 

British Prime Minister
Liz Truss on Thursday un-
veiled a two-year plan to
place a maximum annual
cap of GBP 2,500 on soar-
ing energy bills for house-
holds from October 1 to ad-
dress the country’s cost-of-
living crisis.

In her first major an-
nouncement since taking
office earlier this week,
the new leader said her
measures would save peo-
ple around GBP 1,000 a
year based on expected en-
ergy prices. This is be-
cause the energy price cap
set for companies as a
maximum limit they can
charge customers was due
to rise from the current

level of GBP 1,971 to GBP
3,549 in October, an effect
of spiralling global costs
in the wake of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

This is the moment to be
bold. We are facing a glob-
al energy crisis and there
are no cost-free’ options.
There will be a cost to this
intervention,” Truss said
in the House of Commons.

As part of a three-
pronged strategy, she said
the government will take
action to ramp up supply
of domestic energy, boost
growth and curb inflation
by up to five percentage
points , and up to GBP 40
billion will be made avail-
able to ensure wholesale
energy firms have the
cash they need to manage

price volatility .
The move is in addition

to the GBP 400 payment to
households set out by for-
mer chancellor and Tory
leadership contender
Rishi Sunak earlier this
year. A six-month scheme
for businesses, schools and
hospitals will provide
equivalent support over
the winter, with further

targeted support for specif-
ic industries like hospitali-
ty set to follow after that.
There is currently no cap
on energy costs for busi-
nesses and a specific fig-
ure on support has not
been given due to differ-
ences in how the whole-
sale energy market oper-
ates compared to the retail
market for households.

PM Liz Truss unveils 2-year plan 
to limit soaring energy bills

Kyiv, Sep 8 (AP) 

Ukrainian forces in the
northeastern Kharkiv re-
gion have retaken portions
of Russian-held territory
there as a Ukrainian coun-
teroffensive in the south has
drained some of Moscow’s
resources in the area, ac-
cording to a report released
on Wednesday.

Ukrainian forces in the
Kharkiv region are likely ex-
ploiting Russian force reallo-
cation to areas near the occu-
pied city of Kherson in the
south to conduct an oppor-
tunistic yet highly effective
counteroffensive in the
province, Washington-based
think tank Institute for the
Study of War said.

Ukrainian forces likely
used tactical surprise to ad-
vance at least 12 miles (20
kilometres) into Russian-
held territory in the Kharkiv
region on Wednesday, recap-

turing approximately 155
square miles (400 square
kilometers) of ground, the
report said. Vitaly Ganchev,
the Moscow-backed mayor of
the town of Kupiansk in a
Russian-occupied area of the
Kharkiv region, said on
Thursday that authorities
had begun evacuating
women and children from
the town and nearby areas
because of relentless
Ukrainian shelling.

In his nightly video ad-
dress on Wednesday,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky also re-
ported success in the
Kharkiv region but didn’t
provide details on its scope.
This week we have good
news from the Kharkiv re-
gion. You have probably al-
ready seen reports about the
activity of Ukrainian de-
fenders, and I think every
citizen feels proud of our
warriors, Zelensky said.

Ukrainian forces retake 
Russian-held territory near Kharkiv

Tokyo, Sep 8 (PTI) 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
Thursday that India and
Japan are pursuing a
Special Strategic and
Global Partnership which
is very important for a
free, open, rule-based and
inclusive Indo-Pacific
based upon sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
nations, as China flexes its
military muscle in the re-
gion.

Singh, who attended the
2+2 Dialogue alongwith
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar in Tokyo and
their counterparts from
Japan, said the two sides
had an opportunity to
share views on important
issues, regional and glob-
al, and concurred on the
need for peaceful resolu-
tion of disputes in conso-

nance with international
law.

“As two thriving democ-
racies in Asia, we are pur-
suing a Special Strategic
and Global Partnership,
Singh said while address-
ing the India-Japan 2+2
Ministerial Dialogue
which was attended by

Japanese Defence
Minister Yasukazu
Hamada and Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa
Hayashi.

Singh said India’s Indo-
Pacific Oceans Initiative
(IPOI) shares many com-
monalities with Japan’s
Free and Open Indo-

Pacific (FOIP).
“There is consensus on

both sides that a strong
India-Japan relationship
is very important for a
free, open, rule-based and
inclusive Indo-Pacific
based upon sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
nations,” he said.

India, the US and sever-
al other world powers
have been talking about
the need to ensure a free,
open and thriving Indo-
Pacific in the backdrop of
China’s rising military
manoeuvring in the re-
gion.

The armies of India and
China are still engaged in
a prolonged standoff at
eastern Ladakh.

The eastern Ladakh
border standoff erupted
on May 5, 2020, following a
violent clash in the
Pangong lake areas.

India, Japan pursuing special strategic partnership
for free, open, rule-based Indo-Pacific: Rajnath

Indias Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, left, and Japans
Defense Minister Yasukazu Hamada participate in a news
conference at the Iikura Guesthouse in Tokyo on Thursday.

T here is little doubt that
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi with his clean
image and ability to drive the
country's polity on the path of
development through macro-
level infrastructure build-up
on one hand and emphasis on
startups on the other, has
earned his position as the
tallest leader in the eyes of the
people. For the sceptics still
wondering if India is a nation,
Prime Minister Modi in this
year's Independence Day
speech defined - in his inim-
itable style - the 'idea of India'
by combining its past, present
and future and placed it be-
fore the world what can be
called India's national strate-
gy of fostering security, devel-
opment and integrity.

The address had the distinc-
tion of keeping internal poli-
tics away and focusing totally
on India's forward-looking
mission and the points of re-
form that need to be consid-
ered for preserving a healthy
national outlook. It was a re-
markable framework of
strategic directions specified
by the Prime Minister in
which a democratic, inclusive
and progressive India would
proceed in the times to come.
The speech covered all major
aspects of national life - the
position of India as a world

power, development as well as
the future of the youth, cul-
tural roots, the participative
role of the states in nation-
building and the importance
of maintenance of internal
order with special reference
to crime against women. The
Prime Minister spoke with a
sense of dedication towards
the nation, conviction and
self-belief and enhanced his
image as a statesman. It is
worth recalling the thematic
points of Modi's Red Fort ad-
dress for these represent the
gist of his strategy of gover-
nance for the times ahead. He
highlighted the aspirational
character of Indian society
marked by the preponderance
of youth and struck a note of
optimism amidst the difficult
situation of unemployment,
by acknowledging that the
youth have the right to de-
mand faster economic growth
and better opportunities.

He had at the back of his
mind the swiftness with
which his government re-
sponded to the sudden Covid
onslaught - a crisis of un-
precedented scale - by focus-
ing on vaccine research and
production and later working
out a 'bottom-up approach to
economic recovery in which
'vocal for local' carrying India
towards self-reliance became
a brilliant way out of the eco-
nomic dump that the pandem-
ic had created. India with its
history of 'village economy'
was attuned to sustaining the
society on localized demand
and supply even as it showed
its sheer brain power in catch-
ing up with 'globalization' - an
upshot of the success of the
information technology revo-
lution that had caused the
transition of the world from
the industrial age to the age of

information and knowledge
economy. Economic recovery
still is a work in progress but
Prime Minister Modi gets the
credit for leading the country
by 'riding a crisis and in the
process putting India on the
world map for handling the
Covid onslaught successfully -
with a rare political will. He
reflected a confident opti-
mism - that was well placed -
about the prospect of India. A
remarkable achievement of
the Modi regime is the distinc-
tive mark that India reached -
in a short period - in earning
the recognition of the inter-
national community as an in-
fluencer of global geopolitics,
because of its success not only
in handling the Covid crisis
but also in pursuing a foreign
and security policy that is in-
dependent, free of 'align-
ments' and driven by thoughts
of world peace.

It was quite legitimate for
Prime Minister Modi to say
that India's goal is to work for
a 'Vikasit Bharat' at a time
when the country - in his
words - has become a ray of
hope for the world. He urged
all citizens - in that spirit - to
focus on their commitment to
India's development. It was a
befitting call for making the
country great both from with-
in as well as in the eyes of the
world outside. A presentation
of a broad vision of this kind
looked appropriate for an
Independence Day address.
The Prime Minister urged the
citizens to advance with full
conviction about a developed
India, get rid of any sense of
'slavery' and take pride in the
nation's history and heritage.
He commended 'diversity' and
'inclusiveness' as the great
features of India's culture, but
refrained from using the

word 'secular' for good rea-
sons. Introduced in the
Preamble of the Indian
Constitution by late Indira
Gandhi when she was the
Prime Minister, this adjective
always raised controversies
in the context of defining the
'idea of India' - often because
it was politically interpreted
as a marker of the 'special po-
sition of the Muslim minority
here.

In democratic India, which
is governed through the free
and fair electoral practice of
'one man one vote -regardless
of distinction of caste, creed
and gender - secularism was
built into the state and was
not meant to come in the way
of the nation drawing
strength and inspiration from
the glory of its civilizational
past. Modi reminded all
Indians that 'when we are
committed to our roots, then
only can we fly high'. While
declaring that 'India is the
mother of democracy, he reit-
erated that 'diversity is its
strength'. This diversity is not
to be invoked for instigating
separatism at home.

Prime Minister Modi man-
aged to keep his address above
internal polity. In a way, he
successfully used the impor-
tant occasion to spell out his
government's approach to the
entire spectrum of gover-
nance as well as the strategy
adopted by India in the
spheres of economic growth,
national security and interna-
tional relations. The address
was in Prime Minister's typi-
cal conversational style and
was understood and absorbed
by the common Indian and
the strategic observers alike.

(The writer is a former
Director Intelligence Bureau) 
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Play it like a sport
There are no bilateral

tours between India and
Pakistan in sports. Both
countries mostly play hock-
ey and cricket in interna-
tional tournaments. Unlike
other teams, they don’t play
it as a sport, but as war. The
priority is not winning the
Cup, but victory over the
other. The losing country re-
acts violently, both in words
and acts. Unfortunately,
Pakistan has started bring-
ing religion and politics into
it. When they won the T20
World Cup match against
India, they said it was ‘victo-
ry of Islam’, and two days
ago when Arshdeep Singh
dropped a catch, they called
him ‘Khalistani’. The match-
es between India and
Pakistan have become un-
pleasant. In such a situation,
it is better to play without
spectators and live telecast.
Only the result and score
card should be made public
at the end of the match.
O Prasada Rao, Hayderabad

Today’s teacher-disciple
relationship 

Guru-Shishya tradition is
an important and sacred
part of India's culture, many
golden examples of which
are recorded in history. No
one can ever take the place of
parents in life, because they
bring us into this colorful
and beautiful world. It is said
that our parents are the first
teachers of life. Guru and
shishya tradition has been
going on in India since an-
cient times, but only teach-
ers teach us the real way of
living, inspire you to follow
the right path. A teacher is
like a gardener who deco-
rates a garden with flowers
of different colors, which in-
spires the students to walk
smiling even on thorns.
Today, government efforts
are being made to take edu-
cation to every household.
Teachers should also get the
respect they deserve. Only a
teacher creates good charac-
ter in the disciple. In the
present perspective, the tra-
dition of Guru-Shishya is
getting tarnished. It is the re-
sponsibility of both the stu-
dents and the teachers to un-
derstand this great tradition
better and provide their co-
operation in building a good
society.
Bidyasagar Doley by mail

Pitch issue
In the Asia Cup T20 for-

mat in Dubai, the die is cast
against the team batting
first. In all matches played so
far, only the team batting sec-
ond has won the matches, ex-
cept Hong Kong. Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and India won
crucial matches batting sec-
ond. Bangladesh lost to Sri
Lanka, despite posting a
fighting total. The pitch in
Dubai helps the team batting
second. The toss is making
all the difference between a
winning and losing side. The
ICC should see to it that the
pitch gives equal opportuni-
ty to both teams.

Arun Hastir, Gurdaspur
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Bharat Yatris and other Congress party workers during the Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Kanyakumari, Thursday, Sept. 8.

A complete view of the nation 

BHARAT JODO YATRA

Rajesh Pathak

‘A ssuming that , like in
India, the best

schools were ‘Convent’
schools , my parents put me
in the nearest Catholic
school, where I was one of
the first minorities. One of
the teachers called me a
‘Pagan’.’ Suketu Mehta, nar-
rating his own  experience
in America in his  book  ‘
This Land is Our Land- An
Immigrant’s Manifestoe’
published in 2019. Being
used in derision in
Christianity, ‘Pagan’ is he
who is idol-worshipper, poly-
theist  and one worshipping
the nature; or in short being
uncivilized and abominable
to God! (Deutronomy 12: 30-
31). History is replete with
the subterfuges, atrocities
and mutual strife led by  this
myth all over the world.

Just take into account the
scenario of India  as a
colony of Britain. When the

responsibility of drafting
new British-education poli-
cy here came upon
Macaulay in 1813, he
claimed in full confidence
that- ‘With the little western
education Bengal will no
longer have idol-worship-
pers.’ And thus came into
being the colleges like
Bishop College and Dough
College of Calcutta, and
Wilson College and S.P.G.
college of Trichinapalli.
And  how extent things had
transformed within next 70-
80 years could be seen from
the statement  that
Vivekananda made- ‘When
child is sent to school, the
first thing he learns that his
father is fool; second, his
grandfather crazy; third, his
all religious masters fraud,
and fourth that all of his
scriptures are false and use-
less.’

Be it in the mind, in
today’s condition the reli-
gious education and prayer

in accordance to
Christianity  has been made
compulsory for all the State-
run schools in Britain as per
the new  education policy
under the ‘Education
Reform Act -1988’. Notably
on the other side 7,390 mis-
sionaries’ run schools had
already been operated by
Roman Catholic, Jews and

Methodist Church. These
were the figures before 2010.
What level of persuasion is
there regarding incorporat-
ing religion into the  educa-
tion  one can well imagine
from this. Sensing the im-
pending peril to their faith,
the Sikh community living
in Britain, Europe and
America has also begun to
take measures so that com-
ing generation could be
made  to remain attach to
their roots.

To imagine that how deep
would  this influence of
Church  have once been is
not only difficult, but alto-
gether impossible today.
What happened with Galileo
on saying that ‘Earth rotates
around sun’; with Giordano
Bruno on rejecting ‘Geo-cen-
trism’ and with the mathe-
matician, Hipshiya, on teach-
ing arithmetic to male stu-
dents by her is needn’t to be
repeated. In 1840 when for the
first time anesthesia was to

be used during the delivery of
the baby, it faced Church’s
stern rejection. As the Eve
(The mother of human
being), according to Bible, de-
fied the injunction of God, so
as a punishment it was told
that  -‘Mother will deliver the
baby only undergoing the
pain!’ It was only when in
1853 Queen Victoria had
anesthesia apply on herself
for child birth  that the issue
came to settle. For Church
did not   have that courage as
to punish the queen. In the
root  of what happened with
Suketu Mehta in his student
life in America is nothing but
this outdated dogmas , from
which  Church and the insti-
tutions affiliated with it
could not get themselves free
yet.

Note- Please refer  ‘Hindu
Pratibha ke Darshan’: Ravi

Kumar; ‘Sanskruti ke Chaar
adhayay’: Rashtrakavi

Ramdhari Singh Dinkar

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

B angladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is in
India ona four-day bilateral visit, the hallmark of

which is the signing of a host of agreements to take bi-
lateral ties to a higher trajectory. The pacts in the fields
of trade, economy, technology, railways and space are
aimed at deepening  bilateral  relations  between  the  two
neighbours. Significantly, the two countries have decided
to  take  forward  their  talks  on  various contentious is-
sues, particularly those relating to water sharing be-
tween the two countries. Hasina’s visit to India comes at
a time when India under Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is trying to strengthen its bilateral relations with its
neighbours with its 'neighbourhood first policy'. Besides
a key water-sharing agreement, six other pacts, includ-
ing one on space technology and scientific collaboration
were concluded to boost ties between the two countries.
The two leaders agreed to share the waters of the
Kushiyara, a common river, in the first such arrange-
ment between the countries since1996. The agreement
will benefit southern parts of Assam and the Sylhet re-
gion in Bangladesh. Prime  Minister  Hasina  announced
the  Mujib Scholarship for the direct descendants of the
Indian soldiers  killed  or  grievously  injured  in  the  1971
Bangladesh Liberation War. The award is named after
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Hasina’s father.
While  praising  the  Indian  Prime  Minister, his
Bangladesh counterpart said, "As long as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is around, New Delhi and
Dhaka will find a solution to all bilateral problems, in-
cluding the Teesta River  water-sharing  issue". A  mem-
orandum  of understanding (MoU) signed between the
Ministry of Railways (Railway Board), Government of
India and the Ministry of Railways, Government of
Bangladesh on training Bangladesh Railway personnel
in India envisages a framework of cooperation and to fa-
cilitate the training at the institutes of the Indian
Railways. The Bangladesh PM presented a book to Prime
Minister Modi containing the translation of the historic
speech of the    founding    father    of Bangladesh
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The two countries also agreed
to start negotiations soon on a Comprehensive Economic
Partnership agreement. The two sides agreed to jointly
face terrorist and fundamentalist forces that threaten to
attack mutual trust between the two countries. Her
strong stand against Islamist militancy and terrorism,
and her government’s denial of safe havens to anti-India
groups have built a strong basis for co-operation. The
two sides also agreed to extend cooperation on flood miti-
gation and share real-time data regarding floods. On the
increasing Chinese presence in Bangladesh, the two
leaders had a very comprehensive discussion on the
issue. In fact, PM Hasina has calibrated the India-China
balance with tact. Last week, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi was in Dhaka. As things stand, Hasina will hope
to return with a bagfull of crucial agreements that could
stand her in good stead in the country’s next election to-
wards the end of 2023. Last month, when Bangladesh
Foreign Minister Abdul Momen declared at a public
gathering that India must ensure PM Hasina stays on in
the interests of regional stability, the statement caused
red faces on bothsides, and the minister did not find
place in Hasina’s delegation to Delhi. It is no secret that
India would be more than pleased if PM Hasina were to
win a fourth consecutive term. India-Bangladesh ties
have seen their best phase under her premiership from
2009. Of course,the relationship has not been free of
problems. The National  Register  of Citizens  in  Assam
and  the Citizenship (Amendment) Act nationally have
provoked concern in Dhaka. While it was left to diploma-
cy to do damage control — India’s anti-Covid vaccine
diplomacy provided a healing touch.

Slew of key pacts mark
Hasina’s India trip

Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakonna

I t is widely acknowledged that aquaculture is the
sector of food production that is growing the quick-

est globally and has the ability to provide about two
thirds of the fish consumed globally by 2030.In the past
two decades, the aquaculture sector and its value chain
have been growing fast. According to the newly issued
global outlook report Fish to 2030, the vast majority of
the predicted increase in the output of fish worldwide is
anticipated to come from aquaculture, as it has for the
past several decades. India provides enormous
prospects for fishing in both marine and inland waters
due to its extensive coastal region. According to the
United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization,
India is the second-largest producer of fish for aquacul-
ture in the world accounting for 15% of global produc-
tion. There are nearly 28 million people in India making
their living from the fishing industry. The Indian Blue
Revolution demonstrated the value of the fishing and
aquaculture sectors.The Pradhan Mantri Matsya
SampadaYojana (PMMSY), a flagship program aimed to
spark India's "blue revolution," is being implemented by
the Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry, and Dairy. Over the course of five
years, from the fiscal years 2020–21 to 2024–25, the proj-
ect will be implemented in all states and the union terri-
tory. Aquaculture production currently makes use of
the Internet of Things (IoT), a fast-evolving area of
technology. The development of smart technology, in
particular, is the key  to better productivity and disease
management. The aquaculture industry has already
started to expand to new levels. Startups, investors, and
accelerators will work hard to make the industry sus-
tainable. Given the excellent investment prospects cur-
rently available, the utilization of cutting-edge tech-
nologies, innovative ideas, and government initiatives
will consequently improve the health of the aquacul-
ture industry. It is clear that the aquaculture industry
has great potential in helping to provide a healthy and
sustainable protein for future generations, but further
research is required for this industry's continued
growth and for long-lasting reforms to steer the sector
in the correct direction.

A Promising Future

‘My teacher called me Pagan’

DC PATHAK 
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Investment

New Delhi:
Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh
Hasina has urged
Indian businesses to
invest in her country’s
infrastructure proj-
ects, manufacturing,
energy and transport
sectors. During her
four-day state visit to
India, Hasina made
the pitch to attract
Indian investors to
Bangladesh at a busi-
ness event organised
by the Confederation
of Indian Industries
(CII) on Wednesday.
Bangladesh is unique-
ly located to export its
products to North
East India, Bhutan
and South East Asian
countries and several
initiatives have been
taken to increase con-
nectivity,” she said.

Development centre
Kolkata: Mindtree, a
Larsen & Toubro
Group company, is
planning to set up a
development centre in
Kolkata, which could
create employment
opportunities for
15,000-20,000 people in
the next four-five
years, a company offi-
cial said here on
Wednesday. The IT
services firm has al-
ready onboarded 1,700
people in its existing
facility in the West
Bengal capital so far,
he said. “We have
taken up 19 acres of
space. Hopefully,
things will start.

World Dairy Summit

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday will
inaugurate ‘IDF World
Dairy Summit 2022’ at
Greater Noida where-
in more than 1,500 del-
egates from 50 coun-
tries are scheduled to
participate. This was
announced by Union
Minister of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry &
Dairying Parshottam
Rupala at a press con-
ference here. Theme
of the 4-day event be-
ginning September 12
is Dairy for Nutrition
and Livelihood’. “The
Prime Minister will
inaugurate the...sum-
mit on September 12.
Representatives from
about 50 countries are
scheduled to attend
the event.

Textile park
Chandigarh: The
Punjab government
has offered 1,000 acres
of land in Fatehgarh
Sahib district to set up
a textile park under
PM Mega Integrated
Textile Region and
Apparel Parks (PM
MITRA) scheme. In a
letter to Union Textile
Minister Piyush
Goyal, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann ex-
pressed the desire for
setting up this ambi-
tious project on the sa-
cred land of
Fatehgarh Sahib. He
said that once com-
missioned, this proj-
ect will make 
Punjab a ‘textile hub’
of the country.

San Francisco, Sep 08: 

India will seek review of
its free trade agreement
with Japan during a meet-
ing between Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal and his
Japanese counterpart in
Los Angeles on Thursday.
Nishimura Yasutoshi is
the Japanese Minister of
Economy, Trade and
Industry. In such reviews,
normally two countries
seek more market access
for their respective domes-
tic products and resolve is-
sues which are hindering
trade. “I think that’s quite
long overdue and I am
going to raise that issue
with my counterpart from
Japan. He has just taken
over some time back as a
new minister. So I will be
taking up that issue,”
Goyal told reporters here
when asked if a review of
the free trade agreement
(FTA) with Japan is on the

cards. India and Japan had
implemented the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) in August 2011.
The review assumes sig-
nificance as domestic steel
producers have time and
again complained of surge
in imports of steel prod-
ucts like hot-rolled steel
and other variants from

Japan. On trade with
Australia, Goyal said the
Australian parliament is
expected to approve the
trade pact by the end of
this year. Australia’s new
trade minister Don Farrell
is visiting India later this
month to discuss trade
and other issues. “He has
assured me that they are
very pleased with the out-

come of the Indo-Australia
negotiations and the free
trade agreement that we fi-
nalized , and that they
(Australia) will be putting
it through parliament
soon. And I am told the
tentative timelines... end
of this year, it will be
cleared through their par-
liament,” he said. The pact
was signed in April. When
asked about the issues
which could come up in
his meeting with US Trade
Representative Katherine
Tai, he said there are no
immediate areas of con-
cern between the US and
India.

“We have very good and
strong business relations.
They are our largest trad-
ing partner. We do a lot of
work for American compa-
nies. There’s a lot of in-
vestment flow from
America to India. So
broadly, we keep exchang-
ing notes on different is-
sues, international trade.

India to seek review of
trade pact with Japan: Goyal

Commerce & Industry Minister Piyush Goyal visits the
Stanford University in San Francisco.

New Delhi, Sep 08: 

The finance ministry
will kick-start the exercise
to prepare the annual
budget for 2023-24 from
October 10, in the back-
drop of revival of the
Indian economy and fears
of recession in developed
countries. The budget for
the next year will have to
address critical issues of
high inflation, job cre-
ation, boosting demand,
and putting the economy
on a sustained 8 per cent-
plus growth path.

On Wednesday, finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said inflation
is no longer “red-lettered”
and the priority for the
government now is job
creation and boosting
growth. “Some of course
are red-lettered (priori-
ties), some may not be.
Red-lettered ones would of
course be jobs, equitable
wealth distribution and
making sure India is mov-
ing on the path of growth.

“In that sense inflation is
not red-lettered. I hope it
doesn’t surprise many of
you. We have shown that
in the past couple of
months that we were able
to bring it to a manageable
level,” she said. It will be
the fifth budget of the
Modi 2.0 government and
Sitharaman and the last
full budget before the gen-
eral elections slated in
April-May 2024.

During the election year,
the government presents
Vote on Account for the
limited period. Usually the
budget is cleared till July.

“Pre-budget meetings
chaired by the secretary
(Expenditure) shall com-
mence on October 10,
2022,” according to the
Budget Circular (2023-24)
of the Budget Division of
the Department of
Economic Affairs dated
September 6, 2022.
“Financial advisers
should ensure that the nec-
essary details required in
the appendices I to VII are

properly entered. Hard
copies of the data along
with specified formats
should be submitted for
cross-verification,” the cir-
cular added. The Budget
Estimates for 2023-24 will
be provisionally finalised
after the completion of
pre-budget meetings, it
said, adding, RE (Revised
Estimate) meetings will
continue till around mid-
November, 2022.

“All the ministries/de-
partments should submit
details of autonomous
bodies/ implementing
agencies, for which a dedi-
cated corpus fund has
been created. The reasons
for their continuance and
requirement of grant-in-
aid support, and why the
same should not be wound
up, should be explained,”
it said. As a follow up ac-
tion on the National
Monetisation Pipeline, it
said, departments may be
required to explain
progress in asset moneti-
sation.

Finance ministry to kick-start 
budgetary exercise from October 10

New Delhi, Sep 08:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday said the Reserve
Bank will have to be more
synchronised with the fis-
cal policy and other fac-
tors in taming inflation.
Inflation management
cannot be singularly left to
the monetary policy,
which has proved totally
ineffective in many coun-
tries, she said at a seminar
organised by economic
think-tank Icrier. “The
RBI will have to synchro-
nise somewhat, may be not
as much synchronised as
other western developed
countries would do. I’m
not prescribing anything
to the Reserve Bank... I’m
not giving any forward di-
rection to the RBI but it is

the truth that India’s solu-
tion to handling the econo-
my, part of which is han-
dling inflation also is an
exercise where the fiscal

policy, together with the
monetary policy has to
work,” she said. There are
economies where policy is
designed in such a way
that the monetary policy
and the interest rate man-
agement is the one and the
only tool to handle infla-
tion, she said. “I would say
India’s inflation manage-
ment, the word taming in-
flation or the word keep-
ing it within the tolerance
limit is an exercise of so
many different activities
and majority of which is
outside of the monetary
policy given in today’s cir-
cumstances,” she said.
There could have been a
time when people would
have thought this is sacri-
legious for the finance
minister of a country to
say so, she said.

RBI needs to be more synchronised
to handle inflation: FM

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman

addresses the India Ideas
Summit 2022 organised
by U.S.-India Business

Council (USIBC), in 
New Delhi. 

Mumbai, Sep 08:
Reserve Bank of India
Deputy Governor M
Rajeshwar Rao on
Thursday said the recently
released digital lending
norms are designed to end
regulatory arbitrage and
protect customers.
Speaking at an event or-
ganised by industry body
Assocham, Rao said there
was unbridled engage-
ment of third parties, mis-
selling, breach of data pri-

vacy, unethical recovery
practices and exorbitant
interest rates recently
which led the RBI to regu-
late the activities.

On August 10, RBI came
out with digital lending
norms after extensive con-
sultations and last week
asked the industry to im-
plement those by
November this year. Some
players in the fintech in-
dustry have expressed con-
cerns that the norms on
lending will impact their
operations.

“The framework is de-
signed to strike a balance
between the need for an in-
novative and inclusive sys-
tem while at the same time
ensuring that the regulato-
ry arbitrage is not exploit-
ed to the detriment to the
customer’s interest,” Rao
said.

Digital lending rules designed to
end regulatory arbitrage, protect

customers:  M Rajeshwar Rao
New Delhi, Sep 08:  

Union Power Minister R
K Singh on Thursday
urged the European Union
(EU) to keep its green hy-
drogen market open for
competition to get supplies
at the lowest rate and
avoid any accusation of
protectionism. Speaking
at the First EU-India
Green Hydrogen Forum,
Singh stated that India
would produce large quan-
tities of green hydrogen at
the lowest price and would
need electrolysers for pro-
ducing 50GW hydrogen
initially.

Singh showcased a huge
opportunity for the EU to
get supplies of green hy-
drogen from India which
could also help it to diver-
sify its energy sourcing.
“As far as our cooperation

with the EU, I think it has
a future. Of course it de-
pends on policies and stan-
dards. We would be pro-
ducing green hydrogen at
lowest prices.

China’s price is opaque.
I don’t know how they
price it,” Singh said. India
has a transparent bids sys-
tem, dispute resolution
mechanism which pro-
motes every fund to be in-
vested here, he stated.

R K Singh urges EU to 
keep its green hydrogen market

open for competition

Mumbai, Sep 08: 

Benchmark stock in-
dices rebounded around
1 per cent on Thursday
following value buying
in banking, IT and auto
stocks after two days of
losses and a largely pos-
itive trend in global
markets. The 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed
659.31 points or 1.12 per
cent to settle at
59,688.22. During the
day, it jumped 683.05
points or 1.15 per cent
to 59,711.96.

The broader NSE
Nifty rose by 174.35
points or 0.99 per cent
to close at 17,798.75.
Tech Mahindra, Axis
Bank, ICICI Bank,
Mahindra & Mahindra,

Bharti Airtel, State
Bank of India,
UltraTech Cement,
Bajaj Finserv, IndusInd
Bank and Asian Paints
emerged as the biggest
gainers amonf Sensex
shares.

Tata Steel, NTPC,
Titan, Nestle and Power
Grid were the laggards.
“The domestic financial
markets experienced a
wave of optimism
tracking strength
across global markets
as oil prices eased, cool-
ing investor concerns
about rising inflation.

Despite premium val-
uations, consistent FII
inflows are aiding
Indian bourses to stay
resilient,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at

Geojit Financial
Services. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul
and Tokyo ended in the
green, while Shanghai
and Hong Kong settled
lower.

Equities in Europe
were trading on a mixed
note during the mid-ses-
sion deals. The US mar-
kets had ended signifi-
cantly higher on
Wednesday. Meanwhile,
the international oil
benchmark Brent crude
dipped 0.49 per cent to
USD 87.57 per barrel.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) were
net buyers as they
bought shares worth Rs
758.37 crore on
Wednesday, as per ex-
change data.

Sensex, Nifty rebound around 
1 pc amid global recovery in equities

Mumbai, Sep 08:  

The rupee appreciated 23
paise to close at 79.72 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Thursday amid
easing crude oil prices and
a firm trend in domestic
equities. At the interbank
forex market, the local unit
opened at 79.72 against the
greenback. It witnessed an
intra-day high of 79.65 and
a low of 79.83 during the
session. It finally ended at
79.72, up 23 paise from its
previous close of 79.72. The
dollar index, which meas-
ures the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, fell 0.11 per
cent to 109.72. Brent crude
futures, the global oil
benchmark, fell 0.60 per
cent to USD 87.47 per bar-
rel. On the domestic equity

market front, the BSE
Sensex ended 659.31 points
or 1.12 per cent higher at
59,688.22, while the broader
NSE Nifty gained 174.35
points or 0.99 per cent to
17,798.75. +Foreign institu-

tional investors (FIIs) re-
mained net buyers in the
capital markets as they
purchased shares worth Rs
758.37 crore on Wednesday,
according to provisional
data.

Rupee rises 23 paise to close 
at 79.72 against US dollar

New Delhi, Sep 08: 

The government is mak-
ing efforts to address the
challenges faced by the
country’s farm sector,
Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said. The minister
was speaking at the
National Conference on
Agriculture for Rabi
Campaign 2022-23 here. He
highlighted that the pro-
duction of foodgrains is
estimated to have risen to
315.7 million tonnes in the
2021-22 crop year (July-
June), which is higher by 5
million tonnes in 2020-21.
The national target for the
total foodgrains produc-
tion has been set at 328
million tonnes for the 2022-
23 crop year, of which the
rabi (winter-sown) season
will contribute 164.8 mil-

lion tonnes, an official
statement said. The strate-
gies would be to enhance
the area through inter-
cropping, crop diversifica-
tion and productivity en-
hancement by  introduc-
ing high yield varieties
(HYVs), adoption of suit-
able agronomic practices
in low-yielding regions,
utilising residual mois-
ture, early sowing and life-
saving irrigation for rabi

crops. Tomar said the cen-
tral and state governments
are jointly discharging
their responsibilities in
the agriculture sector. A
lot of work has been done
in the country in terms of
production, due to which
there has been an increase
in the production of food
grains, pulses and
oilseeds. “Today, the prior-
ity is to tackle and solve
the challenges before agri-
culture,” he said.

In this regard, Tomar
mentioned Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana,
under which Rs 1.22 lakh
crore has been given to
farmers as compensation
for the loss of their crops.
He said all farmers should
be brought under the
ambit of this scheme as it
will make small farmers
feel secure.

Govt making efforts to address
challenges in farm sector: Tomar

New Delhi, Sep 08: 

Retail sales of automo-
biles in India grew 8.31 per
cent in August this year
on the back of increase in
registrations of vehicles
across all major segments,
automobile dealers’ body
FADA said on Thursday.
As per data released by
the Federation of
Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA), total
vehicle retail sales in the
country stood at 15,21,490
units last month as com-
pared to 14,04,704 units in
August 2021. Passenger ve-
hicles (PV) retail sales
stood at 2,74,448 units as
compared to 2,57,672 units
in the year-ago month, a
growth of 6.51 per cent.
Two-wheeler (2W) retail
sales also grew by 8.52 per
cent at 10,74,266 units in
August 2022 as against

9,89,969 units in the same
month last year, it added.
FADA said the three-
wheeler (3W) segment wit-
nessed the highest growth
rate last month posting
83.14 per cent increase at
56,313 units, up from
30,748 units in the same
month a year ago.
Commercial vehicles (CV)
also witnessed a robust
24.12 per cent growth at
67,158 units as against
54,107 units in the year-
ago month. FADA
President Manish Raj
Singhania said August re-
tail sales were not encour-
aging and not as per ex-
pectations of dealers, who
anticipated a good start to
the festive season with
Ganesh Chaturthi. “When
compared with August
2019, a pre-COVID month,
total vehicle retails fell by
7 per cent.

Automobile retail sales in India
rise 8.31% in August: FADA

Bhopal, Sep 08:  

India’s leading
InsurTech player,
RenewBuy, aims to double
its insurance advisor
workforce strength by the
end of 2023. The company
is on an advisor acquisi-
tion spree, where it is plan-
ning to increase its advi-
sor base by 100k in the
smaller markets. The
Gurgaon headquartered
company has approxi-
mately 70 branches across
the country and the acqui-
sition is planned across all
its regions and offices.

In the last six years of
the company’s inception,
RenewBuy has built a na-
tional insurance advisor
network of approx 95000
advisors, across 780 dis-
tricts. The next few years
are focused on
RenewBuy’s exponential

growth; in terms of tech
development, product of-
ferings, accelerated con-
sumer outreach and insur-
ance advisor acquisition
across the country. The
company is also working
towards upscaling its tech-
nology, so that the insur-
ance process can further
become seamless and sim-
plified.

The hiring process is
thus, aimed at making
more and more insurance
advisors take insurance to
the masses, and increase
consumer base, especially
in the smaller regions,
where insurance is still
not accessible.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Balachander Sekhar,
CEO RenewBuy said,
“Since RenewBuy’s incep-
tion, our mantra has been
to make insurance simple
and accessible to everyone.

RenewBuy to double
its advisor network
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Bhubaneswar, Sep 08 (PTI):

India have been drawn
with England, Spain and
Wales in Pool D of the FIH
Men's Hockey World Cup,
to be held in Bhubaneswar
and Rourkela in January
next year.

The draw of the 16-team
tournament was held here
on Thursday, with four
teams making up four
pools. The World Cup will
be held from January 13 to
29. Hosts India -- world No.
5 -- are the highest ranked
side in Pool D. They will
face world No.6 England,
whom they have recently
met at the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games,
two-time silver medallists
Spain and Wales.

Spain are ranked eighth
in the world while world
No.16 Wales are playing in
their maiden World Cup.

Pool A is headed up by
world number one
Australia, who got bronze
medal at the last World Cup

in 2018. They were drawn
along with 2016 Olympic
champions Argentina,
France and African cham-
pions South Africa.

Reigning world champi-
ons Belgium are the top
seed and they were drawn
in Pool B along with 2006
winners Germany, Korea
and Japan. Belgium are

ranked second while
Germany are fourth.

Pool C will feature last
edition finalists the
Netherlands, ranked third
in the world, along with
Oceania representative
New Zealand, Malaysia --
playing their ninth World
Cup -- and debutants Chile.

During the draw, India,

Australia, Belgium and
Netherlands were placed
on the first row of their
corresponding pools based
on FIH World Rankings of
June 1.

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, FIH
Acting President Seif
Ahmed, state sports minis-
ter Tusharkanti Behera,
Committee of
Administrators (CoA)
members S Y Quraishi and
Zafar Iqbal were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

We are always very
proud to welcoming the
best hockey teams and
players of the world for
such an outstanding
event," Patnaik said.

FIH Acting President
Seif Ahmed said: We can't
wait to see the best teams
in the world in action in
the new 'jewel' of hockey,
the Birsa Munda Hockey
Stadium in Rourkela,
alongside the iconic
Kalinga Hockey Stadium
in Bhubaneswar." 

Hosts India drawn with England,
Spain and Wales in Pool D of FIH WC Dubai, Sep 08 (PTI): 

India will face reigning
champions Australia and
New Zealand in their ICC
T20 World Cup warm-up
games on October 17 and
October 19 respectively.

The Rohit Sharma-led
Indian side will play both
their warm-up games at
the Gabba in Brisbane.

The International
Cricket Council (ICC) on
Thursday announced the
warm-up fixtures of the 16
teams taking part in the
showpiece event.

While the iconic
Melbourne Cricket
Ground will host the first-
round teams for their
practice matches from
October 10-13, Brisbane's
Gabba and Allan Border
Field will be home to the
Super 12 stage teams from
October 17-19.

The first warm-up fix-
ture will feature two-time
champions West Indies
(2012 and 2016) taking on
United Arab Emirates at
Junction Oval on October

10, with each of the first
round teams to play two
warm-up matches.

Pakistan and England,
winners of the 2009 and

2010 editions respectively,
will cross swords at the
Gabba on October 18.

Sri Lanka, who won the
T20 World Cup in 2014, will

play their two warm-up
games against Zimbabwe
and Ireland on October 10
and October 13 respective-
ly at the MCG.

India to face Australia, New Zealand in
warm-up fixtures of ICC T20 World Cup

New York, Sep 08 (AP): 

This was a match that
would not end. Should not
end, one might say. Carlos
Alcaraz and Jannik
Sinner, two of the bright-
est young stars of men's
tennis, traded shots of the
highest quality and count-
less momentum swings
across five sterling sets for
5 hours, 15 minutes until
Alcaraz finally won the
last point at 2:50 a.m. on
Thursday, the latest finish
in U.S. Open history.

It was only a quarterfi-
nal, no trophy at stake, yet
was as taut a thriller as
this tournament has pro-
duced or, likely, will, a tour
de force of big cuts on the
full sprint and plenty of
guts, a 6-3, 6-7 (7), 6-7 (0), 7-
5, 6-3 victory for the No. 3-
seeded Alcaraz, a 19-year-
old from Spain.

Honestly, said Alcaraz,
who saved a match point
in the fourth set, I still
don't know how I did it.

He reached his first
Grand Slam semifinal and
is the youngest man to get
that far at the U.S. Open
since Pete Sampras won
the title at 19 in 1990.
Alcaraz, who has a chance
to move up to No. 1 in the
rankings next week, will
face No. 22 Frances Tiafoe
of the United States on
Friday.

This match began
Wednesday evening at
about 9:45 p.m. and easily
surpassed the previous
mark for latest time of fin-
ish at the U.S. Open, which
had been 2:26 a.m., shared
by three matches.

After taking the first set,
Alcaraz held five set points
in the second -- but Sinner
saved them all.

New York, Sep 08 (AP): 

About 20 minutes after
Frances Tiafoe earned the
first trip to the U.S. Open
semifinals by an
American man since 2006,
he met up in an Arthur
Ashe Stadium foyer with a
host of friends,
Washington Wizards All-
Star guard Bradley Beal
among them.

Everyone traded hearty
hugs and huge smiles.
Tiafoe shouted, Let's pose
for a dope photo! and they
obliged. As the nine-per-
son line stood together,
someone yelled, Throw up
a Dub!' so Tiafoe and oth-
ers formed a W as in Win
by joining thumbs and
index fingers on both
hands. Tiafoe's girlfriend
ran through the nearby
double doors, jumped into
his arms, gave him a kiss,
then wiped away lipstick
from his mouth.

Most assuredly a show-
man, and someone striving

for years for this sort of
success on big stages,
Tiafoe sure is enjoying the
ride, as are his pals, his
parents and the partisan
fans, who last celebrated a
Grand Slam trophy for a
man from the United States
two decades ago.

Tiafoe managed the
tricky task of following up
the biggest win of his ca-

reer, against 22-time Grand
Slam champion Rafael
Nadal in the fourth round,
with another milestone
victory, beating No. 9 seed
Andrey Rublev 7-6 (3), 7-6
(0), 6-4 behind the backing
of a boisterous crowd on
Wednesday. I love to show
the world what I can do,
said the 24-year-old Tiafoe,
who is seeded 22nd at

Flushing Meadows. I just
want to go out there and
try to give the crowd what
they want and that's me
getting the win. Andy
Roddick, who was in the
Ashe stands Wednesday,
was the last U.S. man to get
to the semifinals in New
York, losing to Roger
Federer in the title match
16 years ago. Roddick also

was the last man from the
country to win any Grand
Slam singles champi-
onship, taking the 2003 U.S.
Open. None of the men left
in the bracket this time has
ever won a major trophy.
Tiafoe's first career Slam
semifinal will come Friday
against No. 3 Carlos
Alcaraz or No. 11 Jannik
Sinner.

Cairns, Sep 08 (AP):

Australia legspinner
Adam Zampa picked up
his maiden five-wicket
haul in one-day interna-
tionals to help the hosts
defeat New Zealand by 113
runs in a low-scoring sec-
ond match in Cairns and
bag the Chappell–Hadlee
Trophy with a game to
spare.

Defending only 196, the
Australian attack kept
New Zealand batters
under a tight leash with
great line and length in
helpful conditions for
bowling, eventually skit-
tling the visitors out for
just 82 in 33 overs.

The early damage to
New Zealand was caused
by seamer Sean Abbott,
who came into the side
after all-rounder Cameron

Green was ruled out due to
the cramps he suffered
during his match-winning
effort in the first ODI.

After Mitchell Starc dis-
missed Martin Guptill in

the opening over of the in-
nings, Abbott sent back
Devon Conway and Tom
Latham in his first over
and conceded only a single
run in his spell of five

overs. New Zealand were
reduced to 14-3 and their
hopes depended heavily on
captain Kane Williamson
but he was out cheaply,
trapped leg before wicket
off a full toss delivery
from Zampa. The legspin-
ner then ran through the
New Zealand middle order
and tailenders to finish
with figures of 5-35.

Earlier, pace duo Trent
Boult and Matt Henry
shared seven wickets be-
tween them to restrict
Australia to 195 for nine
after Williamson won the
toss and opted to field in
the must-win match, hav-
ing lost the first ODI by
two wickets.

Australia's top and mid-
dle order batting crumbled
once again as Boult, who
picked up 4-38, and Henry
reduced them to 54-5.

New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Olympic silver medallist
wrestler Ravi Dahiya has
now set his sights on win-
ning gold medals at the up-
coming World
Championships and the
postponed Asian Games to
be held in Hangzhou, China
next year.

He is currently training
in Russia to prepare for the
World Championships,
which will begin in
Belgrade from September
10. "My only aim in life as a
sports person is to bring
laurels to my country and
my immediate goals are to
win gold medals at the
World Championship and
the Asian Games," Dahiya,
who won the gold medal in
the 57kg category at the
B i r m i n g h a m

Commonwealth Games,
said in a release. The 24-
year-old Indian left for
Russia last month with his
coach Arun Kumar and has
been training with the
Russian wrestlers and
coaches at the academy in
Vladikavkaz, the same
place where Olympic gold
medalist Zaurbek Sidakov
trains. The Indian has put
in some invaluable training
time at the academy and is
raring to face the upcoming
challenges.

"For me, the high expec-
tations of my fans is actual-
ly their love and support to-
wards me and only moti-
vates me to do better. There
is no pressure on me to per-
form," said Dahiya, who
had claimed a bronze medal
in the last World
Championships in 2019.

US Open: Alcaraz wins thriller

Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, runs after the ball to make a return
against Jannik Sinner, of Italy, during the quarterfinals of the U.S.
Open tennis championships, Thursday.

Confident of winning World C’ship
gold, says wrestler Ravi Dahiya

Zampa spins Australia to series win against New Zealand

Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepptt  0088:: Nearly 500
players including 17 Grand
Masters, 17 International
Masters and 2 Women Grand
Masters would be participat-
ing in the Chief Minister
Trophy Chess tournament
being organized under the
aegis of Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Chess Association (CPCA) at
Raipur from September 18 to
28. Addressing a press confer-
ence, the CPCA office-bearers
informed that the prize money
of the tournament would be Rs

35 lakh and added that the
Masters category would have
prize money of Rs 23 lakh and
a trophy whereas the
Challengers category would
be of the prize money of Rs 12
lakh and a trophy for the win-
ner. Nearly 200 International
rated players would be part of
the mega event in which the
players from 16 countries
including Russia, Ukraine,
Georgia, USA, Poland, Iran, Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh would
be participating in the tourna-
ment which would be held in

10 rounds. Last date of regis-
tration for the tournament is
September 12.
CPCA General Secretary Vinod
Rathi informed that Swapnil
Bansod from Maharashtra
would be the Chief Referee for
the tournament whereas
Alankar Bhigade from Bhilai
Steel Plant would be Deputy
Chief Referee. Live Telecast of
the tournament would also be
available at the Chess site and
added that International
Referee Anand Babu from
Tamil Nadu has been entrust-
ed with the responsibility for
the live telecast of the event.
Chess Bais India representa-
tive Nikhilesh Jain would be
giving live commentary on
UTube channel.

Kolkata, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Newly-elected AIFF president
Kalyan Chaubey has some
ambitious plans to develop
women's football, beginning
with reducing the disparity in
salary with their male coun-
terparts.
Chaubey also laid out his plans
to revive some old tourna-
ments including the Santosh
Trophy to have a good supply
chain for the national team.
"We want to have a minimum
salary cap for women foot-
ballers so that there's not
much (salary) disparity with
their male counterparts and
it's at a respectable level. We
also want to make IWL better
than before," Chaubey said at
a press conference here on
Thursday. "We will also try
that there's not much disparity
in the honorarium that a play-

er gets when they represent a
nation. We want to ensure that
their honorarium is also
increased." Chaubey did not
elaborate what he meant by
'honorarium' of the national
team players.
Currently, each of the men's
and women's national team
player gets the same amount
of around USD 30 as daily
allowance per international
match. The financial plight of
the women players was high-
lighted by the iconic Bembem
Devi last year when she
termed the amount as
"peanuts". "Women players do
not get good money while
playing for a club in the IWL.
The club will always tell the
players to take less amount of
money, say Rs 50,000 or Rs
60,000. This amount is peanuts
actually," she had said in
November last.

Australia’s Adam Zampa celebrates with Alex Carey and Ashton
Agar after taking Trent Boult’s wicket. 

Tiafoe 1st US man in US Open semifinals since Roddick in 2006

Frances Tiafoe of the United States celebrates beating Russia's
Andrey Rublev in the quarter-finals.

Iga Swiatek, of Poland, reaches for a return against Jessica Pegula, of the
United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 08: Nearly 280 players from
Chhattisgarh on Thursday participated in the
Chhattisgarh State Shooting championship being
organized under the aegis of Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Rifle Association (CPRA) at Mana Battlion here in
the first round of matches. According to the infor-
mation received, the 91 participants exercised their
skills in the 50 Metres Rifle event whereas 37
showed their skills in the 25 Metres event and 129
fired from close distance in the 10 Metres range.
National Rifle Association of India (NRAI)
Observers were present during the entire event.
Manish Giri and Anu Sharma from NRAO in-
formed that the participants are giving their best
performance. It is notable that the championship
would continue till September 13 and the successful
players would be representing Chhattisgarh in the
East Zone and Pre-national event All India GV
Mavlanker Shooting championship.

Nearly 500 players to participate
in CM Trophy Chess tournament
̈ 17 Grand Masters

and 2 Women Grand
Masters to play

Minimum salary cap for
women footballers

Rifle shooting gets underway at
Mana Battalion Range

Naples, Sep 08 (AP): 

Liverpool has a long
way to go to regain the
form that took it to the
final of last season's
Champions League.

Napoli overwhelmed the
English power with three
first-half goals in a 4-1 win
in the opening round of
group play.

Piotr Zielinski convert-
ed a penalty, Andr -Frank
Zambo Anguissa doubled
the lead after the half-hour
mark and substitute
Giovanni Simeone the son
of Atletico Madrid coach
Diego Simeone scored on
his competition debut just
before the break.

Zielinski added another
two minutes after the
break before Luis D az fi-
nally pulled one back for
Liverpool on a counterat-
tack in the 49th.

Liverpool has now failed
to win all four of its visits
to the Stadio Diego
Armando Maradona,
while coach J rgen Klopp
dropped to 0-4 in his career
in Naples. Klopp was sent
off during a loss while
coaching Borussia
Dortmund in 2013, then
was at the helm for
Liverpool defeats in 2018
and 2019.

Ajax beat Rangers 4-0 in
the other Group A match
earlier.

Napoli overwhelms Liverpool
in 4-1 Champions League win

BJP takes swipe at Oppn parties
New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

The BJP on Thursday
mocked the Congress'
"Bharat Jodo Yatra" and
Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar's unity
pitch for the Opposition
as attempts to build their
own political profiles,
and said it is basically an
internal affair of its ri-
vals.

These parties and lead-
ers be it Mamata
Banerjee, Nitish Kumar
or K Chandrashekar Rao
or the Congress have nei-
ther capability nor
strength to form govern-
ment, BJP spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi said,
adding that their efforts
are entirely aimed at
building their own politi-
cal profiles.

"As part of these ef-

forts, the Congress has
also started to build its
own political profile. It
has nothing to do with
the BJP. The Congress is
perhaps trying to show
Nitish Kumar, Mamata
Banerjee, KCR and
Sharad Pawar that it is
present everywhere un-
like them. This is an in-
ternal affair of opposi-
tion parties," he said.

The Rajya Sabha MP
also slammed the
Congress, alleging that it
worked to break all ele-
ments which unified
India, Indianness and
Indian culture with its di-
visive vote bank politics
built around caste, reli-
gion, language and re-
gion.

He also took a swipe at
Janata Dal (United)
leader Nitish Kumar,

who met several opposi-
tion leaders during his
four-day trip to Delhi and
stressed on unity among
non-BJP parties, saying
the number three party
in Bihar is talking of
making a "main front"
against the saffron party.

The RJD and the BJP
are the two largest par-
ties in Bihar. This is
nothing but Kumar's ef-
fort to build his political

profile, Trivedi said.
Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi along with sever-
al party leaders em-
barked on 3,570 km
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' from
Kanyakumari on
Thursday, marking the
beginning of a challeng-
ing journey through
which the party is seek-
ing to reach out to people
and rejuvenate its organ-
isation.

Keran Sector/LoC, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Unskilled and untrained
but sharp like pro, the local
canines known as Gaddi'
dogs are a soldier's best
friends and the first re-
sponders along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Kashmir
as they do a fantastic job of
detecting any suspicious
activity and alerting the
troops of possible infiltra-
tion attempts.

Named after the no-
madic Gaddi' shepherds
who rear them as guard
dogs accompanying flocks
of sheep and goats, this ca-
nine breed is a Himalayan
sheepdog, also known by
various other names in-
cluding Bhotia' or Bangara'
and sometimes called the
Himalayan mastiff.

This local canine is na-

tive to the Himalayan
foothills in eastern Nepal
and Kashmir. The breed is
primarily used as a live-
stock guardian, protecting
flocks from various preda-
tors and as a property
guard. They are also used
to assist while hunting.

These are local, but not
stray dogs, an army offi-
cial said at one of the for-
ward posts on the mighty
Shamsabari range in
Keran sector in Jammu

and Kashmir's
northern district
of Kupwara, as a
black canine kept
pacing along the
fence, the first
tier of the anti-in-
filtration obstacle
system (AIOS).

The official
said while the

Army uses hi-tech equip-
ment for the round-the-
clock surveillance of the
fence with the combina-
tion of men and machin-
ery, the Gaddi' dogs are in-
valuable to the soldiers in
the fight against infiltra-
tion. They pick even the
slightest of the move-
ments. They can sniff or
hear in case there is any
movement. They promptly
raise the alarm and alert
the troops, he said.

‘Confidence level among students of CBSE,
ICSE  higher than those of state boards’
New Delhi, Sep 8 (PTI): 

Confidence level
among students
studying in CBSE
and ICSE schools is
marginally higher
than those enrolled
under state boards, a
new survey has

claimed. The survey was
conducted by the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS) and edtech company
LEAD. A total of 2,807 stu-
dents were surveyed in six
metro cities and as many
non-metro cities spread
across the four major re-
gions of India.

"Thirty-six per cent of
students have indicated
top-bracket confidence lev-
els (81-100)," the survey
claimed, adding that stu-

dents studying in CBSE
and ICSE schools have mar-
ginally higher confidence
than state board students.
"However, in Delhi, the con-
fidence index is marginally
higher for state board stu-
dents," it further said. The
results have been divided
into four categories:
Aspirant, Leader, All-
rounder and Influencer.

"At an all-India level, one
in every two respondent
students is in the all-round-
er segment, with a little
over one-third of students
finding space in the influ-
encer segment.
Interestingly, the trend is
similar in metro and non-
metro cities, although the
size of the influencer seg-
ment in metros (44 pc) is
significantly higher when

compared to non-metro stu-
dents (28 pc)," it said.

The survey took into ac-
count five factors that con-
tribute to confidence-build-
ing in students conceptual
understanding, critical
thinking, communication,
collaboration and exposure
to opportunities. "The
study captures students'
ratings on 20 statements
that focus on activities
done in schools. Activities
were rotated and each
statement was given equal
weightage to eliminate
order bias," the report said.

"Self-confidence in chil-
dren has never been more
important. It is the founda-
tion of all success and
achievement in life. It also
impacts academic motiva-
tion and educational out-

comes," it added.
In terms of region-wise

comparison, west India
(81) has topped the confi-
dence index, while the
south (75) and the east (74)
regions hover near the na-
tional average and the
north (70) region comes
last, the survey said.

Hyderabad has emerged
as the top city in terms of
confidence index with 87
per cent, followed by Delhi
at 80, Mumbai and Kolkata
at 78, Bengaluru at 75 and
Chennai at 71, it added.

"It was also observed
that the confidence index
of students in classes 9 and
10 (75 per cent) is only
slightly higher when com-
pared to students in class-
es 6-8 (74 per cent)," the re-
port claimed.

New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

The Centre on Thursday
said that about 57,000 cattle
have died so far due to
'lumpy skin disease' across
various parts of the coun-
try and asked affected
states to boost the vaccina-
tion process to control the
disease. Lumpy skin dis-
ease (LSD) is a contagious
viral disease that affects
cattle and causes fever, nod-
ules on the skin and can
also lead to death. The dis-
ease gets spread by mosqui-
toes, flies, lice, and wasps
by direct contact among the
cattle, and through contam-
inated food and water.

The main symptoms are
fever in animals, discharge
from the eyes and nose,
salivation from the mouth,
soft blisters like nodules all
over the body, reduced milk

production, and difficulty
in eating, which sometimes
lead to the animal's death.

"Lumpy skin disease has
spread in 6-7 states, includ-
ing Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh. In Andhra
Pradesh, some cases have
been reported," Union
Minister for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying Parshottam
Rupala told reporters here
at a press conference to an-
nounce IDF World Day
Summit being organised
in India during September
12-15.

Rupala said he has visit-
ed five states to assess the
situation and oversee con-
tainment operations. The
ministry is monitoring the
situation daily. The minis-
ter asserted that 'Goat Pox
Vaccine' is "very effective"

and available, and asked
state governments to speed
up the vaccination process.
Rupala said the situation in
Gujarat has improved,
while the disease is under
control in Punjab and
Haryana. In Rajasthan, the
disease has spread.

The minister said there
has not been any impact on
milk production so far.
Rupala said the disease can
be controlled with an in-
crease in vaccination and
following the protocol for
controlling and containing
the disease. The minister
told states to follow the pro-
tocol of burying dead cat-
tle. Jatindra Nath Swain,
Secretary, department of
animal husbandry and
dairying, said 57,000 cattle
have died so far and out of
that, around 37,000 are in
Rajasthan. He said the

Centre has been regularly
sending the advisories to
the states. One ml of the
vaccine has been advised,
which is good enough,
Swain said, adding that in
high-risk 3ml vaccine is
being given.

LSD has recently spread
in Asia following outbreaks
in the Middle East and
Europe. The disease
emerged in Bangladesh in
July 2019. India too saw the
first case of LSD in the
same year, 2019, in eastern
states, especially West
Bengal and Odisha. But
this year, the disease has
been reported in western
and northern states as well
as in Andaman Nicobar.

India, the world's largest
milk producer, had a cattle
population of 192.5 million
in 2019, as per the 19th
Livestock census.
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JNU VC Shantishree Pandit with Puducherry Speaker Embalam R Selvam and others during Bhoomi Pujan 
ceremony for a tribute wall dedicated to Indian soldiers, at Jawahar Lal Nehru University, in New Delhi, Thursday.

STONE LAYING CEREMONYOnam celebrated with
much pomp and gaiety 

Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Onam was celebrated
with pomp and gaiety in
Kerala on Thursday after
its celebration in the last
two years were marred by
the COVID-19 pandemic
and related restrictions. In
2018 and 2019 also, Onam
celebrations were damp-
ened by the devastating
floods in parts of the state.

Unlike the previous two
years, people were not con-
fined to their homes and
celebrated Thiruvonam,
whose highlight is the
sumptuous 'sadhya' or
feast, with their loved ones
and friends.

Homes were decorated
with beautiful floral car-
pets called 'pookkolam' of

various designs and
colours, family members
gifted 'onakkodi' (new

dresses) to each other and
several varieties of banana
chips, which Kerala is fa-

mous for, were prepared for
the feast in households
across the southern state.

In villages, people also
put up high swings or 'oon-
jal' in the courtyards of
their homes. Subsequent
to the feast, which com-
prised various traditional
vegetarian dishes, pickles
and desserts that are
served on a banana leaf,
people visited their rela-
tives and close friends and
took part in mass family
gatherings which was not
possible for the last two
years.

There were also displays
of traditional art forms
and games, a part of the
Onam festivities, which
were missing for the last
two years. Onam is a festi-
val connected with the re-
turn of Asura (demon)
King Mahabali, under
whose reign everyone lived
in happiness and equality.

NC president Farooq Abdullah with senior leaders pray at the grave of his father and party
founder Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah on his 40th death anniversary, in Srinagar, Thursday.

DEATH ANNIVERSARY

̈ After a hiatus 
of two years

Devotees take part in a ritual ceremony to welcome people
dressed as Mahabali king Maveli, as part of Onam festival 

celebrations, at Thrikkakara Temple in Ernakulam, Thursday. 

Massive police 
deployment for Ganesh

idol immersions
Mumbai, Sep 08 (PTI):
More than 18,500 police
personnel and officers as
well as other specialised
units will be on duty on
Friday in Mumbai for the
immersion of Ganesh
idols on the occasion of
Anant Chaturdashi.

The festivities this year
were held without COVID-
19 pandemic norms and
several thousand people
are expected to take part
in immersion processions
across the metropolis, an
official said on Thursday.

The immersions will
take place at Girgaon
Chowpatty, Shivaji Park,
Bandra, Juhu and Malad,
apart from 70 natural
lakes as well as artificial
ponds made by the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), he
added.

JNU first in
research, first in
nationalism: VC

New Delhi, Sep 08
(PTI): JNU Vice-
Chancellor Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit on
Thursday reaffirmed
the varsity's commit-
ment to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision
of setting all Indians on
the path to development
and nationalism.

Speaking at an event
at the varsity, Pandit
said, "JNU is first in ac-
ademics, first in re-
search and first in na-
tionalism and in paying
our tributes to freedom
fighters, unsung heroes
of this great nation."

"On the occasion of
Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav, JNU reaf-
firms its commitment
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's para-
digm shift. This para-
digm shift has been in
getting all the Indians
towards development
and nationalism... a vi-
sion with a mission,"
she added.

The Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
vice-chancellor was ad-
dressing the foundation
stone-laying ceremony
of a 'Tribute Wall' to
commemorate the un-
sung heroes of the
Indian Independence.
The Tribute Wall is
being built in collabora-
tion with Chakra
Foundation.

Army’s best friend on the
LoC in Kashmir-Gaddi’ dogs

57,000 cattle died so far from Lumpy Skin Disease
Centre asks states to boost vaccination process
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New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Four candidates scored
715 out of 720 marks, the
highest this year in med-
ical entrance exam NEET.
However, they did not
share the top rank, unlike
last year.

The National Testing
Agency used a new tie-
breaker policy to award the
first rank to Tanishka from
Rajasthan. Delhi's Vatsa
Ashish Batra is at the sec-
ond spot while Hrishikesh
Nagbhushan Gangule and
Rucha Pawashe from

Karnataka have been
ranked third and fourth re-
spectively.

According to NTA offi-
cials, nine factors in a pre-
decided order have been
used as a tie breaker to de-
cided the ranks.

"In case of candidates
scoring identical marks,
candidate achieving higher
marks or percentiles in
Biology (Botany and
Zoology) will be given pref-
erence followed by the can-
didate with the highest
mark and percentile in
Chemistry and subse-
quently the candidate who
achieved the highest marks
and percentile score in
Physics in the test," a sen-
ior NTA official told PTI.

Candidates with fewer in-
correct answers than cor-
rect answers in all the sub-
jects in the test, followed by
a candidate with the lowest
proportion of incorrect re-
sponses to correct respons-
es in Biology (Botany and
Zoology) is the winner, fol-
lowed by candidate with
the lowest ratio of incor-
rect answers to correct an-
swers in Chemistry, will be
further deciding factors be-
sides candidate with a less-
er percentage of attempted
incorrect answers and cor-
rect answers in Physics.

"In case there is still a tie
between the candidates,
candidate older in age, fol-
lowed by their NEET appli-
cation number in ascend-

ing order will be used as a
tie breaker. It is important
that every candidate gets a
unique rank for coun-
selling purposes and hence
no two candidates have
been tied at the same rank
this year," the official
added. Last year, three can-
didates had shared the top
rank. The candidates were
Mrinal Kutteri from
Telangana, Tanmay Gupta
from Delhi and Karthika
Nair from Maharashtra.

"Earlier also there was a
tie-breaker formula but de-
spite that three candidates
were jointly awarded the
first rank last year. From
this year, we decided to
adopt a new policy," the offi-
cial said.

Arrested 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 41-year-
old director of a real
estate company was
arrested for allegedly
duping more than 150
people to the tune of Rs
30 crore by inducing
them to invest in his
commercial project,
police said on Thursday.
Accused Deep Kanwar
Singh Walia, resident of
Chandigarh, was
nabbed by the Economic
Offences Wing on
Monday in connection
with a 2018 case of
cheating registered
against him, they said.

Mishap
RRaaiisseenn  ((MMPP))::  Seventeen
passengers were injured
after their bus overturned
in Jamunia Ghat in
Madhya Pradesh's Raisen
district on Thursday, a
police official said. The
incident took place at 4
pm when the bus was on
its way from Begumganj
to Devri, said Silwani
police station in charge
Ramsujan Pandey.
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New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Thursday
inaugurated the newly-
christened Kartavya Path,
the stretch of road from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to
India Gate earlier known as
Rajpath.

According to the Union
housing and urban affairs
ministry, the new stretch
will be more pedestrian-
friendly because of the new
red granite walkways
spreading 15.5 km that have
been created, replacing
bajri sand that lined the
ground earlier.

Four new pedestrian un-
derpasses have been built at

busy junctions to segregate
vehicular traffic from
pedestrian movement, mak-

ing the street safe to cross.
According to an official, 74
historic light poles and all

chain links have been re-
stored, upgraded and rein-
stalled on the site and more
than 900 new light poles
have been added where nec-
essary to ensure that the
space is always safe for visi-
tors. The revamped stretch
is part of the Modi govern-
ment's ambitious Central
Vista redevelopment proj-
ect, which also envisages a
new triangular Parliament
building, a common central
secretariat, a new prime
minister's residence and of-
fice, and a new vice-presi-
dent's enclave. Union minis-
ters Hardeep Singh Puri, G
Kishan Reddy, Arjun Ram
Meghwal, Meenakshi
Lekhi and Kaushal Kishore
were present at the event
among others.

Raipur, Sep 08: 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) president JP Nadda
will be arriving in Chhattisgarh on Friday for a four-
day visit during which he will take part in events of
the party's state unit and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a BJP functionary said.
He will attend a party programme on Friday and
then attend the national coordination meeting of

the RSS for three days, said state BJP media in charge Nalineesh
Thokne. It will be Nadda's first visit to the Congress-ruled state,
where assembly polls are scheduled for next year, after assuming
charge as the BJP's national president, Thokne added. "Nadda will
reach Swami Vivekananda Airport Raipur at around 11 am on Friday.
He will then proceed to Ekatma Parisar, the BJP's district office here,
as part of a motorcycle rally organised by the Bharatiya Janata Yvua
Morcha (BJYM), the party's youth wing," he said. "He will then
address a convention of party workers here at Science College
ground. Later, he will chair meetings of the state BJP's core group,
MLAs, MPs etc at Kushabhau Thakre Parisar, the state BJP office. He
will address a press conference later in the evening," Thokne added.

ACB team arrest
clerk with 

Rs 15,000 bribe
Surajpur, Sep 08: 

ACB sleuths ar-
rested one clerk
posted in Education
Department while
he was accepting a
bribe of Rs 15,000.
The accused have
asked for bribe from the victim for
renewal of a private school. The vic-
tim complained to ACB and finally
the clerk was caught. According to
ACB, Rafi Ansari, Director of
Gurukul Vidyapeeth School Salhi
has submitted a written complaint
that Jogeshwar Paikra Clerk Grade-
II posted in DEO office has demand-
ed for Rs 15,000 bribe to issue renew-
al of his school for next three years.
Based on the complaint team of
ACB Bureau Ambikapur nabbed the
accused with Rs 15,000 cash and his
SUV vehicle was also seized by the
team. A case was registered and the
accused has been sent to judicial
custody.

Tuskers kill mentally
unwell man

Balrampur, Sep 08: 

A 50-year-old mentally unwell
person was trampled to death by
an elephant herd in  Balrampur
district on Thursday, an official
said.

Bindeshwar Gond, a native of
Duppi village under Rajpur forest
range, was attacked by two
tuskers, the official said.

"He is said to be mentally un-
well. Soon after being alerted,
Divisional Forest Officer
(Balrampur) Vivekanand Jha and
other officials reached the spot.
The body was sent for post
mortem," he said. "The kin of the
deceased was given immediate aid
of Rs 25,000, while remaining com-
pensation of Rs 5.75 lakh each will
be given after completion of for-
malities," he added. Another herd
of 25 elephants has been roaming
in the region, and tuskers have de-
stroyed paddy and maize on a 15-
hectare area spread over more
than a dozen villages in the last
five days, he said.

India, China begin
disengagement in
Gogra-Hotsprings

New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

In a major development, the
Indian and Chinese armies on
Thursday announced that they have
started to disengage from the
Gogra-Hotsprings area in eastern
Ladakh, marking an end to an over
two-year stand-off in the Patrolling
Point 15.

The beginning of the disengage-
ment process was an outcome of the
16th round of high-level military
talks in July, according to a joint
statement by the two armies.

"On 8th September 2022, accord-
ing to the consensus reached in the
16th round of India China Corps
Commander level meeting, the
Indian and Chinese troops in the
area of Gogra-Hotsprings (PP-15)
have begun to disengage in a coordi-
nated and planned way, which is
conducive to the peace and tranquil-
ity in the border areas," the state-
ment said.

Surat, Sep 08: 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said
India has become the fifth
largest economy in the
world and this is not an ordi-
nary achievement.

"Every Indian is feeling
proud of it. We need to
maintain this enthusiasm,"
Modi said. He was virtually
addressing beneficiaries of
various government
schemes and those present
at a mega medical camp or-
ganised in Olpad area of
Surat city in Gujarat, where
the Assembly polls are due

later this year. The PM inter-
acted with some of the bene-
ficiaries and appealed to
farmers to switch to natural
farming, saying this will re-
sult in better yield at mini-
mum cost. He lauded the
Gujarat government and re-
ferred to the BJP-led state
and the Centre as "double
engine government".

"Recently, India has become
the fifth largest economy in
the world. This achievement
gave us confidence to work
even harder and achieve big-
ger goals in this Amrit Kaal.
This progress is not ordi-
nary. Every Indian is feeling
proud about it. We need to
maintain this enthusiasm,"
the PM said.

Namsai , Sep 08 (PTI) 

The Indian Army has
deployed a significant
number of easily trans-
portable M-777 ultra-light
howitzers in mountainous
regions along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
Arunachal Pradesh, mili-
tary officials said on

Thursday. The Army's bol-
stering of firepower in the
forward locations of
Arunachal Pradesh comes
after the howitzers were
deployed in several sensi-
tive areas in the Ladakh
sector amid the lingering
border standoff with
China. India has been
ramping up its overall mil-
itary might in all strategi-
cally key areas along the
nearly 3,500-km-long LAC
after the Galwan Valley

clash in June 2020 that
triggered a major escala-
tion in tensions between
the Indian and Chinese
armies. Army officials
said the deployment of M-
777 howitzers coupled
with additional air assets
including unmanned aeri-
al vehicles, military air-
craft and surveillance
equipment has enhanced
India's military prepared-
ness in the Arunachal
Pradesh sector.
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4 NEET-UG candidates score identical marks
̈ Raj girl ranked 

first due to NTA’s
tie-breaker policy

‘India becoming world’s 5th
largest economy no ordinary feat’

Army deploys ultra-light M-777
howitzers in forward locations
̈ Along LAC in

Arunachal 

Nadda to visit Chh’garh today
PM inaugurates ‘Kartavya Path’

̈ Unveils Netaji statue 

View of the newly-christened Kartavya Path, a stretch from Rashtrapati Bhavan to India Gate, after its inauguration 
in New Delhi, Thursday. (inset)28-ft statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose after its inauguration.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday unveiled
a 28-ft-tall statue of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose at
India Gate.
The statue is part of the
Centre's Rs 13,450-crore
Central Vista project, which
will have a new Parliament
building, new office and
residences for the prime
minister and vice-president
and new ministry buildings.
The North and South Blocks,
the secretariat buildings
flanking Rashtrapati
Bhavan, will be converted

into museums. The black
granite statue has been
carved from a monolithic
block of granite weighing
280 metric tonne. The block
of granite picked for the
statue was transported to
Delhi from Telangana and
the statue was carved out
of it in over two months.
Modi also interacted with
some workers involved in
the redevelopment work of
the Central Vista avenue
and told them they will be
invited for the Republic Day
parade, officials said.

28-ft-tall statue of Netaji 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 08: The
slum dwellers of 'Beej
Nigam Shramik Basti'
c e l e b r a t e d
Ganeshotsava with
great enthusiasm and
devotion. The celebra-
tions this year proved
to be a means of unit-
ing them to struggle
further for their
rights. In the coming
days, they are going to
strongly raise their de-
mands for roads, toi-
lets, etc in their slum.

Lord Ganesha is con-
sidered "the God for
everyman" as Lord
Ganesha is wor-
shipped by people of
all castes. During the
independence move-
ment, Ganeshotsava
proved to be an effec-
tive means of uniting
the society. Once

again, the de-
prived people are
uniting here at
Bhilai with this
f e s t i v a l .
Eliminating the
differences, peo-
ple of all caste
and creeds par-
ticipated in the
Yajna organised
at Ganesha
Pandal of this
slum on
T h u r s d a y .
C o r p o r a t o r
Savita Dhawas,
social worker
Manoj Thakre,
philanthropist
Dr Laxprad and
Dr Ranu attended
the programme
and made the
people aware
about health and
other issues.
Yajna was organ-
ised for the first
time in this slum.
Jitendra Sahu, a
Purohit from
Gayatri Pariwar
conducted the re-
ligious rituals. A
large number of
locals participat-
ed in the yajna
and offered
aahuti to Yajna
Devta. It was the
birthday of a
local child,
Priyanka. Her
birthday was cel-
ebrated with reli-
gious rituals dur-
ing the Yajna and

the gathered showered
flower petals on her as
blessings. Naresh,
Umesh, Deepak and
others were present. It
needs to be mentioned
here that Beej Nigam
Shramik Basti is locat-
ed in Ward 01 of Risali
M u n i c i p a l
Corporation. This
slum located in the

heart of the city is still
deprived of toilets and
road connectivity.
About 300 slum
dwellers have no ac-
cess to toilets and are
forced to attend na-
ture's call in the open.
However, with the ini-
tiatives of Salute
Tiranga organisation
and recommendation

of MP Vijay Baghel,
the administration has
initiated to prepare a
proposal for construc-
tion of toilets and ap-
proach road.

It is really surpris-
ing that this labour
dominated slum locat-
ed in the middle of
Bhilai - Durg is de-
prived of basic facili-

ties. Most of the resi-
dents hail from Orissa
and have been work-
ing as labourers in the
nursery of Seeds
Corporation. More
than 300 slum dwellers
are deprived of toilet
facilities, clean drink-
ing water, etc even
after the successful
conduct of the mega

Swachh Bharat
Mission. Even today,
these people visit the
forests between
Talpuri Colony A and
B blocks to attend na-
ture's call. This slum
has no access to the
road. In case of any
emergency, any ambu-
lance would not be
able to reach here.
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Deprived of civic amenities, slum dwellers unite with Ganeshotsava 
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New India Literacy Programme now
in Chhattisgarh: Baghel

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepptt  0088::  Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel, in
his message on the occasion
of International Literacy Day
on September 8, said that
New India literacy programme
will be run in Chhattisgarh for
5 next years.  Basic literacy
and numeracy knowledge will
be provided to illiterate per-
sons and skills would be
imparted in them under this
programme

Work of creating digital lit-
eracy, financial literacy, legal
literacy, electoral literacy,
skill development, basic edu-
cation, continuing education,
as well as special awareness
on cleanliness in health will
also be done under the pro-
gramme. 

According to the Chief
Minister the innovative pro-
grammes of Chhattisgarh are
being continuously appreciat-
ed in the country. It is neces-
sary to work continuously

towards making one-fourth of
the illiterates literate in the
state, he emphasised. He
wished the people of the state
on International Literacy Day.

School Education Minister
Dr Premsai Singh in his mes-
sage said that adult education
and lifelong education have
been given an important place
in the National Education
Policy. He said that for the
quality of education, it is nec-
essary that along with the
teachers, the parents should
also contribute in the educa-
tion of the children, so it is
very important to educate the
illiterate parents.

He requested all the bodies
and teachers of the School
Education Department to
make their invaluable contri-
bution in bringing the
deprived persons to the main-
stream by becoming volunteer
teachers.

More than seven thousand
people participated in the
webinar organized today on
Literacy Day. School
Education Secretary Dr S
Bharathidasan said that the
state has a proud history of
conducting literacy pro-
gramme in mission mode and
in an innovative manner.

He asked to actively con-
tribute towards the success of
the work in coordination with
Samagra Shiksha SCERT and
State Literacy Mission
Authority. Rajesh Singh Rana,
Special Secretary, School
Education Department and
Director, State Literacy
Mission Authority said that
the decision to celebrate
International Literacy Day was
taken by UNESCO.

He said that adult educa-
tion has now been called edu-
cation for all. He said that the
cornerstone of a strong coun-
try is education. Additional
Director SCERT Dr Yogesh
Shivhare said that special
importance has been given to
adult education and lifelong
education in the National
Education Policy. For the first
time the subject of adult edu-
cation has been included in
the state curriculum.
Chhattisgarh is the first state
in the whole country, where
literacy center has been
established in SCRT.  

Prashant Kumar Pandey,
Assistant Director and Nodal
Officer, State Education
Mission Authority gave a pres-
entation about International
Literacy Week. 

Collector holds meeting of govt
school principals in Tilda 

Raipur, Sep 08: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure held a meeting of
the principals of govern-
ment schools of Tilda de-
velopment block to discuss
measures to ensure better
results of the students.
According to him better
results of the students can
be possible with extra ef-
forts. School-wise discus-
sion on the results of the
students during the previ-
ous years was held. He
said that no student
should fail. He said that

special attention should be
paid towards students of
high schools and higher
secondary schools.

The collector told all the
principals present at the
meeting to discharge their
responsibility as a team
leader.

Apart from time man-
agement, regular tests
should be conducted and
students should be taught
art of writing so that they
can get good marks, he
said, adding that question
papers of previous years
should be solved for this.

The Collector also held
detailed discussion on the
measures to improve qual-
ity of education. He said
that awareness should be
created in coordination

with the public represen-
tatives to ensure cent per
cent attendance of stu-
dents. He instructed to
hold various activities in
schools at regular inter-
vals for mental develop-
ment of students.

Observing that COVID-9
pandemic during the last
two years and recent
strike affected studies of
students he called for addi-
tional effort to help stu-
dents in their studies. For
this teachers have to be se-
rious, he said. Raipur dis-
trict panchayat chief exec-
utive officer Dr Ravi
Mittal, district education
officer and janpad pan-
chayat chief executive offi-
cer were present at the
meeting.

Application for Legal Aid Defense
Council System Recruitment till today
Raipur, Sep 09: National
Legal Services Authority
has conducted selection
for Legal Aid Defense
Council System (LEDCS)
in 18 districts of
Chhattisgarh. Under this
scheme, the process has
been started for the ap-
pointment of advocates as
per the instructions of the
Executive Chairman,
Gautam Bhaduri. The

process has also been
started by the State Legal
Services Authority for the
appointment of advocates
in Raipur district out of 18
districts of the state.

District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur has ap-
proved 01 post for Chief
Legal Aid Defense
Counsel, 03 posts for
Deputy Chief Legal Aid
Defense Council and 05

posts for Assistant Legal
Aid Defense Council.
Interested advocates ful-
filling the prescribed cri-
teria can submit or send
their application in the
prescribed format along
with necessary docu-
ments to the office of
District Legal Services
Authority Raipur by 09
September in person or
through post.

Legislature officers from across
country visit State Assembly

Raipur, Sep 08: PRS
Legislative Research, New
Delhi has organised three-
day training programme
from September 7 to 9 for
officers of
legislatures/legislative

councils across the coun-
try at IIM Nava Raipur.
About 40 officers from dif-
ferent states, who partici-
pated in this programme,
visited the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly on
Thursday. They also made
a courtesy call on Leader
of Opposition Narayan
Prasad Chandel and
Legislative Assembly
Secretary Dinesh Sharma.

Crane operator killed, two
other employees injured 

Raipur, Sep 08: A crane
operator was steamed to
death while to other work-
ers were injured in a
mishap at TMT plant in
Raipur. Police have regis-
tered a case against the
PMT plant management.
The incident took place in
Urla area of ??Raipur. A
company named Gravity
Ferro Unit-2 works in
manufacturing TMT.

Deceased Rajneesh
Gupta was a crane opera-
tor in the plant. According
to the information re-
ceived from the Urla police
station, molten iron while
coming out of the plant
spilled over and scattered.
An amount of molten iron

also dropped on nearby
water, raising high steam.
Its heat was so strong that
three workers got burnt.
Rajneesh Gupta was close
to it and that he got badly
burnt.

He was rushed to the
hospital in serious condi-
tion but he succumbed to
burn injuries during treat-
ment on Thursday morn-
ing. The other two employ-
ees with minor injuries
are currently under treat-
ment.

The police have regis-
tered a case against a com-
pany named Gravity Ferro
Unit-2. The name of the
company’s security officer
or manager is not in the
FIR. In preliminary inves-
tigation Police found that
the company management
did not take adequate safe-
ty measures for the em-
ployees.

IT team raids houses of three mining officers in State

Raipur, Sep 08:
The IT raid in the state con-
tinued for the second raid
and this time it was on offi-
cers related to the Mineral
department. At one place
where the IT sleuths raided
the house of retired Mining
Officer NK Sur, on the other,
they raided the house of
Asst. Mining officer
Bajrang Paikra in
Ambikapur. Apart from this
they also raided the house
of Mining Officer posted in
Jagdalpur SS Nag as well on
Thursday.

First the news of raid in
the house of Deputy
Director of Mining SS Nag
came and the IT officers
raided his house at 4:00 in

the morning today in
Brijraj Nagar, Jagdalpur
coming under police station
Kotwali in Bastar district
headquarters. As per infor-
mation in this regard, there
are links of this officer with
the Korba coal scam. SS Nag
has recently being trans-
ferred to Jagdalpur and the
IT team reached his rented
house in the morning. IT
team is scrutinizing the doc-
uments.

According to the informa-
tion received, the Deputy

Director of Mining SS Nag
came to the new house of
Brijraj Nagar on Sunday
and only four days after
reaching here, raid was con-
ducted in the house.
According to the informa-
tion received from the
sources, earlier the Deputy
Director of Mining SS Nag
was posted in the coal mine
of Korba.

After this the raid was
conducted in the house of
Asst. Mining officer
Bajrang Paikra in Digma

Colony in Ambikapur. The
team reached the govern-
ment’s house of Paikra on
the first floor and started
the search in his house.
CRPF jawns were posted
outside till the raid was
going on. The officers from
the mining department kept
avoiding disclosing any de-
tails. During this raid, 6 offi-
cers and CRPF jawans were
found present at Paikra’s
residence. It is learnt that
Paikra is posted in
Ambikapur for long time.

After this there was infor-
mation that a 6-member IT
team had raided the house
of retired Mining Officer
NK Sur in Bilaspur. NK Sur
stays in Green Park Colony
and the raid was conducted
in his house. The IT team is
reported to have scrutinized
all the documents found.
This officer had retired re-
cently from Janjgir District
just four months back.

In Jagdalpur,
Ambikapur and
Bilaspur; one of
them is retired

In TMT plant
mishap; case filed
against company

 Meet Ch’garh opposi-
tion leader, legislative
assembly secretary

Emphasises extra
efforts for better
performances of
students

Seven thousand
people participate
in webinar 
organized on
International
Literacy Day
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Columbia College organises
workshop and exhb

Central Chronicle News 

Raipur, Sep 08: Columbia
College Raipur organised
‘Eco- friendly Ganesh Idol
Workshop & Exhibition’,
which paved the way for
an eco-friendly way to cele-
brate Ganesh Chaturthi.
This ‘Exhibition’ cum
Sale’ event displayed the
beautiful idols of Lord
Ganesha, which were
sculpted by the pupil
teachers during the three
days workshop, conducted
last week at the college
premises under the guid-
ance of Mr. Pawan Dhiwar.
The exhibition witnessed
Harjeet Singh Hura,
Secretary JPES, Dr. S. K.
Moulick, Principal
Columbia Institute of
Engineering and
Technology, Dr. Surendra
Saraf, Principal, Columbia
College of Pharmacy,
Ravinder Singh Hura,
Director, Columbia Global
School Mr. Anand

Srivastava, Assistant
Professor, Columbia
College of Science and
Commerce, Dr. Amit Roy
Columbia Institute of
Pharmacy and all the
other faculty members of
the Columbia Group of
Institutions.

The eye catching and
pocket friendly Ganesh
idols attracted all the visi-
tors and they all appreciat-
ed the eco-friendly initia-
tive taken by the college.
During the exhibition the
winners of the ‘eco-friend-
ly Ganesh Idol making
competition’ namely Rubi
Verma, Bhagya Nidhan
and Padmini all from B.
Ed third semester were
also awarded with certifi-
cates.

The event was coordi-
nated by Pooja Dev and
Rekha Yadav, Assistant
Professor from the
Department of Education.
Principal of Columbia
College Dr. Arun Kumar
Dubey congratulated all
the faculty members and
the pupil teachers for the
success of exhibition.

Annual sports meet ‘Sangathan’
2022 begins at Amity University 

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0088::  Amidst loud
cheering and huge gathering
of faculties and students,
‘Sangathan’ 2022, a month-
long mega event started with
the inaugural session with the
lighting of the torch by the
Pro. Vice Chancellor Prof.
(Dr.) Piyush Kant Pandey fol-
lowed by initiating torch rally
by student sports coordina-
tors. Prof. Pandey encour-
aged the students with his
delightful words. He
expressed his gratitude to the
students to be a part of
‘Sangathan’ and to showcase
their talent. 

Dr. Prasanna Sharma,
University Sangathan
Coordinator administer oath
to all the student and faculty
sports coordinator. All the
students were full of enthusi-
asm and excited to be a part
of Sangathan, a multi-sports
competition. The event is full
of competitive sports, both
Indoor (Carrom, Table Tennis,
Chess etc.) and Outdoor
(Athletics, Badminton,
Basketball, Kabaddi,
Volleyball etc.). The inaugural
session came to an end with
the tug of war between facul-
ty and staff members. 

Teacher’s Day organised at State Council 
of Educational Research and Training

Raipur, Sep 08: Teacher’s
Day was organized on
September 05  in the State
Council of Educational
Research and Training.
Director  Rajesh Singh
Rana, Additional Director
Dr. Yogesh Shivhare, Joint
Director Dr. Mrs. Nishi
Bhambri and all the aca-
demic members of the
Council inaugurated the
program by  garlanding
the picture of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
and paid respect to him.

Director  Rajesh Singh
Rana in his address while
congratulating and wish-
ing everyone on Teachers’
Day said that 60 teachers
in the state were rewarded
for their good work. He
said that the great reward
for a teacher is that his stu-
dents remember him, both
in his success and also in
his failures because teach-
ers play an important role
in converting the failures

of the students into suc-
cess.

Remembering the
teacher by the students is
the biggest asset of the
teachers. Wherever you
are, discharge your duties
with full faith. Both
Teacher’s Day and Guru
Purnima are celebrated in
our society. We have to be
teachers as well as gurus.
The teacher helps the stu-
dents to acquire knowl-

edge and enables them to
lead a meaningful life. By
connecting the student
with spiritual knowledge,
the Guru also develops his
spirituality. Every guru is
a teacher. Every teacher
should try that he becomes
a Guru in the true sense.

Rana said that the coun-
cil works on all aspects re-
lated to education. A bet-
ter example of this is to
get children educated

through Tuhar Duar, dur-
ing (Covid-19). Through
this, continuity in the edu-
cation of the children was
maintained. He said that
in the coming years, the
council and the institu-
tions related to the council
and their members would
be rewarded for their good
work. It will act as an in-
spiration to all.

Dr. Yogesh Shivhare,
Additional Director,
SCERT said that apart
from parents, teachers are
the only ones who feel
proud to see children suc-
ceeding more than them-
selves. The program was
also addressed by Deputy
Director Smt. Pushpa
Kispotta, Dr. Vidyavati
Chandrakar and  Lalit
Sahu of the Council. On
this occasion, D. Darshan
presented a song dedicated
to the teachers. The pro-
gram was conducted by
Gyan Prakash Dwivedi.

Teacher’s Day celebrated at Gyan Ganga

Raipur, Sep 08: Guru who
illuminates the life of the
disciple by taking him from
darkness to light and make
efforts to elevate his disci-
ple to highest position in
the society. The Guru who
creates the society with his
divine knowledge, and
‘Teacher’s Day’ shows the
importance of Guru.
Teachers Day was celebrat-
ed with great enthusiasm
in Gyan Ganga
Auditorium. The program
started with  garlanding
the  picture of the great ed-
ucationist of the country,
former President Dr.
Radhakrishnan and
Goddess Saraswati andf
lightening the traditional
lamp. The program started
with ‘tilak’ and presenting
‘Shriphal’ to all the teach-
ers. After the award, many
interesting competitions
were organised for the
teachers, in which all the
teachers participated en-
thusiastically and enter-

tained the students. Special
presentation of singing,
solo dance, group dance
was given by the students
in the cultural program.
The winning teachers in
the entertaining competi-
tions were felicitated by the
principal of the school,
Mrs. Pratima Rajgor.
Pratima Rajgor, Principal
of the school, while con-
gratulating all the students
for the wonderful organiza-
tion of Teacher’s Day,
called upon them to always
respect the teachers and fol-
low the guidelines. At the
end of the program Head
Boy Prakhar Mishra
thanked everyone. The
stage was conducted by
Naman Gupta and Palak
Gidwani and Garima
Satone. All the House
Captains and Vice Captains
gave their full cooperation
in making this program a
success and expressed their
gratitude towards their
teachers.

CM’s Initiative: Now 
students in EWS category

to get free coaching
Central Chronicle News 

Raipur, Sep 08: On the
initiative of Chief
Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel, now the students
in EWS category of the
state will get free coach-
ing facility for all India
engineering and medical
entrance examinations
as well as other competi-
tive examinations like
CA/CS & CLAT, NDA.
Chief Minister under-
standing the financial
difficulties of families of
EWS category students, a
sensitive decision has
been taken. Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel has
instructed the concerned
department  to prepare
the necessary guidelines
for admission  of
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, and
Other Backward Classes
as well as EWS category
students, it has been
asked that along with ar-
ranging coaching for the
students of the class and
to start the coaching
soon. It is worth mention-

ing that in the state, there
is already a provision of
free coaching for all India
engineering and medical
entrance examinations
etc. Now after this new
initiative, the students of
EWS category will also
get the facility of free
coaching. The officials of
the Tribal and Scheduled
Castes Department in-
formed that in the cur-
rent financial year 2022-
23, including the
Scheduled Castes, Other
Backward Classes and
E.W.S category students a
total of 400 students will
be provided free coach-
ing facility for various
competitive examina-
tions. Under this, stu-
dents will get coaching
for admission in courses
like PMT, PET, NSTE,
JEE main/advance,
AIIMS, NEET, CA/CS &
CLAT and NDA.
Coaching for these exam-
inations will be given to
the students through re-
puted coaching institutes
in Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg
and Bhilai.

Complete road construction work
projects within time limit: CS

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 08: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
reviewed various National
Highway road projects in
the state through video
conferencing from
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on
Wednesday. In the meet-
ing, a detailed review of
the works under National
Highways and National
Highways Authority, pend-
ing works and in-progress
of roads were reviewed in
detail. The progress of
works of road projects
under Bastar division was
also reviewed in the meet-
ing. DGP  Ashok Juneja
and Secretary, Public
Works Department,
Siddharth Komal Pardeshi
were also present in the
meeting. During the re-
view of the works of
National Highway Road
Project, the Chief
Secretary directed the offi-
cials of Forest
Department, Public Works
and National Highways to

get the work done in coor-
dination for works like
compensation for con-
struction of roads, land ac-
quisition and tree harvest-
ing. He told the officials
that the construction work
of the roads should not be
stopped in any way, all the
necessary works should be
completed on time.

In the meeting, the
works of Bilaspur to Urga
road under National
Highway in Bilaspur dis-
trict, Pathrapali to
Katghora in Korba dis-
trict, Champa to Korba-
Churi-Katghora and Urga
to Pathalgaon road were
reviewed. Similarly, infor-
mation was taken from the

officials regarding Urga to
Pathalgaon in Raigarh dis-
trict, Ambikapur to
Pathalgaon in Surguja and
Ambikapur to
Ramanujganj Garhwa
road. The Chief Secretary
took information from the
officials regarding the
progress of works of
Pathalgaon to Kunkuri
road and Durg Raipur by-
pass Bharatmala project
and Raipur to
V i s a k h a p a t n a m
Bharatmala project in
Jashpur district. In the
meeting, information was
taken from the officials
about the status of con-
struction of roads from
Bijapur Aavapalli,

Basaguda, Jagargunda
Marg, Bijapur Modakpal
Tarlaguda and Nelsonar to
Kodoli Mirtur Gangalur
Marg under LWE affected
area under Bastar divi-
sion. He directed the offi-
cers to take necessary ac-
tion at the earliest to in-
crease the mobile connec-
tivity in the newly formed
districts of Mohla Manpur
and Khairagarh. Officers
of Public Works, Forests,
National Highways,
BSNL, Reliance Jio, Chips,
including Principal
Secretary, Forest and
Home Department  Manoj
Pingawa, ADG
Vivekananda attended the
meeting.

GSS fetes winning players of Nat’l Thai Boxing

Raipur, Sep 08: In the
National Thai Boxing
Championship recently
concluded in Amritsar 03
students of Shri Gujrati  H
S School who were part of
16 member state team
bagged 02 gold and 01
bronze medal. Out of the
three gold medals won by
the Chhattisgarh team, two
gold  medals were won by
the members of Shri
Gujrati  H S School who
formed part of the team.

The gold medal winners are
Mansi Tandi and Yash Rai
while Pallavi Sahu won
bronze medal. All of them
along with Anis Memon
Principal of Shri Gujrati  H
S School and Tikeshwari
Sahu Assistant Coach of
school paid a courtesy visit
to GSS Secretary Ashok
Bhai Patel and apprised
about their achievements.
They also narrated the woes
faced by the team due to
cancellation of

Chhattisgarh  Express in
their return from Amritsar.
Secretary congratulated the
team members for their
achievements and handed
over Rs 10,000 appreciation
amount to the four mem-
bers. He also assured to
compensate for the finan-
cial loss borne by them due
to cancellation of train
while returning from
Amritsar, informs  Anis
Memon Principal of Shri
Gujrati  H S School.

Notification published for formation of the new districts 

Central Chronicle News 

Raipur, Sep 08: The noti-
fication of the formation
of the new districts
“ M a n e n d r a g a r h -
Chirimiri-Bharatpur” and
“Sakti” has been pub-
lished in the Gazette of
Chhattisgarh today. The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will inaugurate
“ M a n e n d r a g a r h -
Chirimiri-Bharatpur” as
the 32nd district and
“Sakti” as the 33rd district
of the state on 9
September. According to
the notification, the new

district “Manendragarh-
Chirimiri-Bharatpur” has
been created after convert-
ing the borders of the
Koriya district while the
“Sakti” has been formed
by converting the borders
of the Janjgir-Champa
district.

According to the notifi-
cation, the new district
“ M a n e n d r a g a r h -
Chirimiri-Bharatpur” has
been formed by including
Koriya district’s sub-divi-
sions Manendragarh,
Tehsil Manendragarh,
Chirimiri, and Kolhari;
sub-divisions Bharatpur,
Tehsil Bharatpur, and
Kotadol; and sub-divisions
Khadgawa, Tehsil

Khargawa. The newly-
formed district’s borders
have been established as
Tehsil Kusmi, district
Sidhi, and district
Singroli (Madhya
Pradesh) in the north;
Tehsil Podi Uproda, dis-
trict Korba (Chhattisgarh)
in the south; Tehsil
Baikunthpur and Sonhat,
district Koriya
(Chhattisgarh) in the east;
district “Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi’ (Chhattisgarh),
Anuppur, and Shahdol
(Madhya Pradesh) in the
west.

Similarly, according to
the notification in the
Gazette of Chhattisgarh
about Sakti, the new dis-

trict has been formed by
including Janjgir-
Champa’s sub-divisions
Sakti, Malkharauda,
Dabhra, Tehsil Sakti,
Malkharauda, Jaijaipur,
Baradwar, Dabhra, and
Arbhar. The newly-
formed district Sakti’s
borders have been estab-
lished as Tehsil Kartala,
district Korba in the
North; Tehsil Sarangarh,
district Sarangarh-
Bilaigarh in the south;
Tehsil Kharsiya and
Raigarh, district Raigarh
in the east; Tehsil
Saragaon and
Bamhanidih, district
Janjgir-Champa in the
west.

Teachers honoured on occasion of Teacher’s Day
Konta, Sep 08:
‘Mukhyamantri Shiksha
Gaurav Alankaran cere-
mony’ was organized in
Konta Nagar of Sukma
district. The programme
concluded in the presence
of the chief guest Nagar
Panchayat President
Dornapal and Nagar
Panchayat President
Konta and local public rep-
resentatives.

On this occasion, he
threw light on the life of
Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan and gave
information about his
struggle. He said that ‘you
all are aware that every
year on 5th September, the
birth anniversary of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
is celebrated as Teacher’s
Day across the country. He
served as the country’s
first Vice President and

second President. It is
noteworthy that for his
achievements, he was also
awarded the country’s
highest honour Bharat
Ratna.

Speaking further he said
that with this era of chang-
ing India, the nature of ed-
ucation has changed today.
In the modern era, every
type of knowledge is avail-
able on the internet, but it
is the teachers who teach
us to identify between

right and wrong. And by
contributing to the all-
round development of the
children, make them capa-
ble to face the different sit-
uations that come in one’s
life. We can say that the
full credit for the bright fu-
ture of the children goes to
the teachers. Without
teachers, the students are
zero’, he added.

The public representa-
tive said that knowledge is
not possible without a

Guru. Therefore all stu-
dents should respect their
teachers. Teachers are our
guides, who bring us out
from the darkness of igno-
rance to the light of knowl-
edge. The teachers who
had served during the pro-
gram were honoured as
well as 9 teachers were ho-
noured with the
Shikshadoot Award, which
included Sadhna Banjare
from Dornapal in the dis-
trict, Santosh Kumar of

Pollampalli, Prem Lal
Divan of Burguda,
Chumeshwar Lal Sahu of
Chhindgad, Loman Kumar
Tekam. Varlakshmi Yadav,
Ramvati Potai of Sukma,
and Bhagwati Deshmukh
were involved, while the
same 3 teachers were hon-
oured with the Gyandeep
Award, in which Fazal
Khan from Konta
Maraigud, Dular Singh
Gaware from Sukma and
Arun Sahu from
Chhindgad were also en-
couraged. In this entire
programme, District
Education Officer of
Sukma district G.K.
Prasad, all the Block
Education Officers of the
district, and all the offi-
cials of the Education
Department, teachers of
Swami Atmanand Konta
were present.

On ‘making eco-friendly
Ganesh idol’

 In the state gazette 

Raipur, Sep 08:
Continuing its tradition of
last 20 years Om Complex
residents at Fafadih is cel-
ebrating Ganesh Utsav
this year too with devo-
tion, inform Kanti Bhai
Patel and Hitesh Patel.
Apart from daily prayers
residents are participating

in different activities like
Housie, Fancy Dress,
Garba, One Minute Show
and others. Mass meal was
also fed on this occasion.
Congress leader Nitin
Bhansali was present as
guest at Om Complex
Ganesh Utsav and was all
praise for it.

Ganesh Utsav celebration at Om Complex



Baikunthpur, Sep 08:
Many development works
is being carried out in
Garudol circle under
Biharpur Forest circle of
Manendragarh Forest divi-
sion, but it has always re-
mained in limelight due to
quality of work executed
and charges are mainly on
the Ranger in-charge.

If the people of the re-
gion are to be believed then
there is corruption ram-
pant in all construction
work being carried out. It
has become common to
hear that the officers with-
out the help of technical
expert are preparing de-
sign of different works
from non-experts and then
gets the work executed and
which create problems in
the long run. Taking into
account one such incident
recently, the Anicut con-
structed at the cost of Rs 18
lakh in Bihapur circle of

Manendragarh Forest div,
there are reports of mas-
sive irregualrities in it.
This was constructed
under CM Baghel’s presti-
gious ‘Narwa Yojana’, but
in just light showers few
days back, the wall of this
Anicut got damaged and
now it is hanging in air.

The water from the
Anicut is flowing at high
speed from the base and
abortment area. It is
worthwhile to mention
here that this Anicut has

been constructed in re-
mote inaccessible area and
where it is not possible for
common men to reach eas-
ily. Probably it is for this
reason that this Anicut
was left in the same condi-
tion by the DFO and the
ranger, having full infor-
mation about it. This ani-
cut has become centre of
discussion among the vil-
lagers. There are reports
that the officials are trying
to get it repaired at the ear-
liest. Sources informed

that the Ranger in-Charge
in the Manendragarh sub-
division has done massive
irregularities in the con-
struction works and de-
spite charges on him, no
firm action has been taken
by the senior officers till
date. As a result of this
there are reports of mas-
sive irregularities being
done in the new work in
thick forest area of
Manendragarh. Here at
one place where the
Anicut being constructed
spending lakhs is getting
damaged in just 5 months,
on the other the people are
raising eyebrows on the
quality of work being exe-
cuted. It is worthwhile to
mention here that every
year under ‘Narva Yojana’
the details of filling of
water in the Anicut and

cell No. is sent to the state
government, so that it can
be known how successful
this working was. But the
details of this particular
Anicut has not being sub-
mitted, just to hide the
faults in the construction
and quality of work done.

When the Biharpur
Ranger in-Charge
Shankhmuni Pandey was
tried to be contacted, he
first tried to pass-on the
question and when asked
how much amount has
been invested, then he re-
fused to disclose it.

He also did not disclosed
about the cell No. of
Anicut, as the media may
reach there and disclosed
everything hidden so far.
As such the Ranger in-
charge is having the list of
works, investment cost,
condition of the work and
other details along with
documents.

Chirmiri, Sep 08: 

It was under leadership
of BJP Kissan Morcha
(BJPKM) State President
Shyam Bihari Jaiswal,
the BJP worker of
Chirmiri Mandal met the
M u n i c i p a l
Commissioner Chirmiri
and submitted him a
memorandum demand-
ing completion of all the
pending grievances with-
in 7 days and also gave an
ultimatum of launching
agressive movement if
the demands are not ful-
filled.

After submission of
memorandum to the
M u n i c i p a l
Commissioner, the
BJPKM State President
and ex-MLA Shyam
Behari Vajpayee said that
they have submitted a
memorandum in support
of problems of the em-
ployees and public
amenities required for

general public.
Prominent among the de-
mands raised was to re-
lease payment of regular
and placement employ-
ees of Chirmiri
Municipal Corporation
(CMC) for last 3 months;
to carry out repair work
of streetlight on all main
roads in city soon; the
CMC employees working
in the Water ATMs of

CMC are not being paid
for last 21 months and
therefore their payment
should be released at the
earliest. Apart from this
they also highlighted the
cleaning in public places
and nooks & corners of
city from the wild grass,
posing threat to any sea-
sonal diseases; they also
demanded starting of
city buses closed for long;

to remove stray cattle on
the roads causing hin-
drance in smooth flow of
traffic and they should be
shifted to ‘Gouthans’ con-
structed near city.
BJPKM also issued an ul-
timatum to take these
stray cattle to ‘Goushala’
or ‘Gouthans’ or else
they will release all in
the CMC office premises.
Set aside this the BJPKM
also brought it to the
knowledge of CMC
Commissioner to carry
out cleaning of drains
lying clogged for many
days and it may lead to
rise of water-borne dis-
eases including Dengue,
Malaria and others.
BJPKM has warned CMC
Commissioner to ensure
completion of above de-
mands within 7 days or
else they will be forced to
gherao CMC office and
entire responsibility will
be that of CMC adminis-
tration.
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MMaanneennddrraaggaarrhh,,  SSeepp  0088::

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is going to launch the
formation of two new districts
on 9 September after giving 3
new districts to the people of
the state last week. From this
day, the 32nd district will be
Manendragarh- Chirmiri-
Bharatpur and Sakti will come
into existence as the 33rd dis-
trict. In this way the number of
districts in the state will
increase to 33. 

In the newly formed dis-
tricts, Chief Minister Baghel
will inaugurate the office of
Collector and Superintendent
of Police and will also conduct
road shows. Development
works worth crores of rupees
will also be granted by Baghel
for the newly formed district.

Manendragarh- Chirmiri-
Bharatpur will now emerge as
new administrative units after
separating them from Koriya
district and  from Janjgir-
Champa. Unprecedented joy

prevails in the remote forest
areas of Manendragarh-
Chirmiri- Bharatpur and in
Sakti. With the new district
coming into existence, a new
wave of development will flow
in various avenues such as
health, education, food, road
connectivity and internet con-
nectivity. 

The proposed new district
will be under the
Manendragarh- Chirmiri-
Bharatpur Surguja division.
The number of sub-divisions in
the newly formed district is
3,in which Manendragarh,
Bharatpur and Kharagwan are
included, while the number of
tehsils is 6 which includes
Manendragarh, Kelhari,
Bharatpur, Kharagwan,
Chirmiri and Kotadol. There are
3 Janpad Panchayat namely
Manendragarh, Kharagwan,
Bharatpur. There are 5 urban
bodies in which Municipal
Corporation Chirmiri,
Municipal Council
Manendragarh, Nagar

Panchayat Jhagrakhand, Nagar
Panchayat Khongapani and
Nagar Panchayat New Ledri
are also  included.

The total number of villages
in the proposed newly consti-
tuted Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district is 376. There
are 13 Revenue Inspector
Boards and 87 Patwari halka.
The geographical area of the
proposed new district is 1 lakh
46 thousand 824 hectares. The
population here is 3 lakh 76
thousand 696. The number of
villages in Tehsil of
Manendragarh is 59, in Kelhari

74, in Bharatpur 108, in
Kharagwan 44 and in Chirmiri
16 while in the Tehsil of
Kotadol,the number is 75. The
newly formed district also
includes tourist places like
Amritdhara Falls, Siddhababa
Temple (Manendragarh),
S i t a m a r h i - H a r c h o u k a
(Ramvangaman Tourist
Circuit), Bharatpur, Ramdaha
Falls.

Similarly, the new district
will be under Sakti Bilaspur
division. District Sakti will con-
sist of a total of 5 tehsils
including Tehsil Sakti,
Malkharoda, Jaijaipur of subdi-
vision Sakti and Tehsil Dabhra
of subdivision Dabhra. Sakti
district will consist of 18
Revenue Inspector Divisions.
According to the 2011 census,
the population of the district is
6,47,254. Sakti district will con-
sist of 319 gram panchayats, 6
urban bodies. The newly
formed district also includes
tourist places like
Chandrahasini Mata Temple

Chandrapur, Adbhar
Ashtabhuji Mata Temple,
Rainkhol and Damaudraha.

Sakti district is coming into
existence as a new administra-
tive unit after being separated
from Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur Koriya district and
J a n j g i r - C h a m p a .
Unprecedented joy  prevails in
the remote forest areas of
M a n e n d ra g a r h - C h i r m i r i -
Bharatpur and in Sakti regard-
ing the formation of the new
district. With the new district
coming into existence, a new
stream of development will
flow in the area, the pace of
development will also acceler-
ate. Development work will be
done in avenues like education,
health, food grains, internet
and road connectivity in inac-
cessible areas.

On the inauguration of new
districts, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will give
development works worth Rs
353 crore 79 lakh 23 thousand
in both the districts. On this
day, Bhoomi Pujan of 09 works
worth Rs 187 crore 04 lakh 66
thousand and 06 works worth
Rs 13 crore 68 lakh 57 thousand
will be inaugurated in
Manendragarh. 

Whereas in Sakti, 296 devel-
opment works worth Rs 85
crore 20 lakh will be dedicated
and 13 works worth Rs 67 crore
85 lakh 99 thousand will be
dedicated.

Ch’garh to have 33 districts from today
 CM Baghel will inaugu-

rate 2 new districts

 32nd district will be

Manendragarh-

Chirmiri-Bharatpur

and Sakti will 

come into existence as

33rd district

Bilaspur, Sep 08: 

Collector Saurabh
Kumar met a large num-
ber of people in the weekly
Jandarshan and listened
to their grievances. He dis-
tributed ration cards to
four people belonging to
poor families on the spot.

About 35 different types
of collective and individ-
ual cases were heard in
Jandarshan.

While some cases were
resolved on the spot in jan
darshan, some serious
cases were registered in
the TL register.
Instructions were given to
the officers concerned to
resolve such serious cases
and submit the report
within the time limit.
Kunti Bai, Bhagbali and
Shivmangal, residents of
village Umarra of
Ratanpur tehsil, met the
collector. They said that
their land had been sub-
merged due to water log-
ging in the submergence
area of Arpa Bhainsajhar.

Everyone collectively
complained about not get-
ting the compensation
amount for the land.
Putting their application
in the TL register, the

Collector directed SDM
Kota to resolve the matter.
Villagers of Gram
Panchayat Semra of
Ratanpur tehsil submitted
an application complain-
ing of encroachment by
some people on govern-
ment land. The Collector
handed over application to
the SDM Kota and in-
structed to take immediate
action on this complaint.

Villagers of Gram
Panchayat Semra of
Ratanpur tehsil submitted
an application seeking re-
moval of encroachment
on the government land.
While handing over his ap-
plication to SDM Kota, the
Collector instructed to
take immediate action on

it. Lalit Pant, resident of
Devrikhurd, applied to get
a copy of the transfer fee
order. He told that despite
all the efforts for the last
three years, he did not re-
ceive the copy.

Mahettar Ram Kaivart
of village Machkhanda of
Sipat tehsil applied for old
age pension amount. The
Chief Executive Officer of
Janpad Panchayat
Masturi will look into the
matter. Apart from this,
Anand Ram, a resident of
Tikrapara of the city, ap-
plied for fee waiver for the
education of children and
for treatment of illness.
District Education Officer
and Chief Medical Officer
will look into this matter.

Collector hears public grievances
at weekly public darshan

Four people of poor family get ration cards 

BJPKM workers submit memo to CMC Commissioner

Anicut worth lakhs gets damaged, runs dry
 After light showers so far;

smells of corruption

Rajim, Sep 08:

On occasion of
Teacher’s Day, the
Governor of the State
Anusuiya Uikey felicitat-
ed the teachers of the
state with state teacher’s
award at Rajbhavan hall
here on Monday. It was
chaired by CM Bhupesh
Baghel and School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam was
the special guest.

In this felicitation pro-
gramme, teacher Kamal
Kishore Tamrakar from
Government Middle
School Usarijor block
Mainpur of Gariyaband
district and Bhagchand
Chaturvedi teacher Govt
Primary School Bhendari
(Loharsi) was felicitated
with shawl, srifal and cer-
tificate of appreciation at

the hands of the
Governor.

Asst. Teacher
Bhagchand Chaturvedi
has been working in Govt
Primary School in
Bhendari since 1999 and
are teaching the students
through variety of meth-
ods to make it more inter-
esting.

It is by promoting the
School Management sami-
ti of his School, with help

of villagers he opened
Smart Class and is teach-
ing students using com-
puters, LED TV, printers
through ‘Diksha App’. He
also actively participates
in mid-day meal pro-
gramme, sanitation and
other school activities.

He also organised
‘Mohalla classes’ during
the Covid time and help
lot of students learn and
study. It is notable here

that for exceptional works
in this field, he was pre-
sented with
‘Mukhyamantri Gaurav
Alankaran samman’
Shiksha Doot in 2018.

Kamal Kishore
Tamrakar started his
teaching journey from
Govt Middle School,
Usarijor of District
Gariyaband since 1998 and
had remarkable work for
school children using va-
riety of new methods
through questionnaire,
‘kabad-se-Jugad’, mother’s
upgradation programme
and motivating mothers
and housewives to teach
children around them. He
is also recipient of many
awards including
Mukhyamantri Gaurav
Alankaran Samman,
Moulana Azad Shiksha
Ratna Award,
Chhattisgarh Ratna
Samman, Navachar
Pradarshini, Shikshak
Samman and others.

Tamrakar, Chaturvedi felicitated at the hands of Guv

Asst. Teacher Bhagchand Chaturvedi being felicitated
by the Governor Anusiya Uikey at Rajbhavan.

 On occasion 
of Teacher’s Day

KKoorriiyyaa  ((BBhhaarraattppuurr)),,  SSeepp  0088::  As such
the poor families are being distrib-
uted rice in ration at Re 1 per kg, but
in Koriya district the rice being pro-
vided is becoming sole reason behind
health related problems to the vil-
lagers availing this facility. 
The villagers from Gram Panchayat
Chuel under Bharatpur block of
Koriya district are being supplied rice
full of dirtiness and small worms and
which is clearly visible in the pictures
here.  It is notable here that the office
of the Food Officer is at mere 20 kms
from this shop and it is right under his
nose that villagers are being supplied
poor quality rice with worms in it.
This clearly shows the carelessness
on part of the Food Officer and lack of
action by him.

AAllssoo  cchhaarrggeess  ooff  sstteeaalliinngg  ooff  rriiccee
mmeeaanntt  ffoorr  ppoooorr::

A women self-
help group is running
the government’s
Fair Price Shop
(FPS) in Gram
Panchayat Chuel. It
is learnt that now the
shop is being run by
the local public rep-
resentative and due
to which there is no

one in the officer category to hear
about the complaints. The beneficiar-
ies of this FPS have charged the owner
of the FPS that he is distribution rice
as per the quota fixed in the ration
card for them and is doing lot of irreg-
ularities in its weighing. Now this
remains to be seen as to when action
is taken against the FPS owner or
when the Food officer of the region
would wake up from deep slumber.

Poor families being 
supplied poor quality rice Balrampur, Sep 08:

A dam was built in the
Village Panchayat Murka
under the Rajpur develop-
ment block by the state
government. In this, about
500 farmers were affected
and the case of land com-
pensation of 35 farmers
was pending. During the
Bhent Mulaqat program of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the farmers affect-
ed by the Murka dam had
placed the demand for
their pending compensa-
tion before the Chief
Minister. The Chief
Minister had given in-
structions to the con-

cerned officers for provid-
ing the compensation
amount to the farmers af-
fected by the dam con-
struction in Murka at the
earliest.

After the instructions of
the Chief Minister, at the
initiative of the Collector,
Mr. Vijay Dayaram K. the
Subdivisional Officer of
Revenue in Rajpur has
worked together in coordi-
nation with the officers of
the Irrigation Department
to prepare the case of the
pending compensation
amount.

During the public griev-
ances redressal campaign
in the Village Panchayat

Murka organized by the
Parliamentary Secretary
Chintamani Maharaj, the
pending compensation
amount of Rs. 85 lakh was

paid to 35 farmers. On this
occasion, the
Parliamentary Secretary
Maharaj addressed the
farmers and said that dur-

ing the construction of the
dam in Murka, the lands of
farmers had been ac-
quired, and the compensa-
tion amount of about 35
farmers had been pending,
but at the initiative of the
head of the state Bhupesh
Baghel, the payment of
the pending compensation
amount to all you 35 farm-
ers has been made
through this camp.

After that, the
Parliamentary Secretary
Chintamani Maharaj,
Collector Vijay Dayaram
K., and the elected public
representatives of the re-
gion inspected the stalls
put up by the various de-

partments. In the camp, 10
beneficiaries were provid-
ed with ration cards, and
17 school students were
given caste certificates.

In the public problem-
solving camp, many offi-
cers/employees at dis-
trict/development block
levels, including DFO
Vivekanand Jha, CEO Zila
Panchayat Rita Yadav,
President Janpad
Panchayat Rajpur Anita
Bek, Vice President Sarita
Jaiswal, SDO Revenue
Shashi Chaudhary, CEO of
Janpad Panchayat Vinod
Jaiswal, and a large num-
ber of villagers were pres-
ent.

35 farmers in Balrampur received pending compensation 
On CM’s instructions

Janjgir-Champa, Sep 08:
A day after Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s an-
nouncement to teach in
the local language, and di-
alect once a week in
schools, the implementa-
tion of the same was start-
ed in the Janjgir-Champa
district. Following the an-
nouncement made on the
occasion of Teachers’ Day,
Mulmula High School lec-
turer Pratiksha Singh
taught English to the stu-
dents of class 10th by
translating it into
Chhattisgarhi.

Heaping praise on the
teacher, CMO
Chhattisgarh took to
Twitter and Facebook
sharing the video of the
teacher teaching students
in Chhattisgarhi with a
caption that reads the in-
struction to teach in
Chhattisgarhi once a week
is being followed in

Mulmula High School of
Janjgir.

It is worth mentioning
that on the occasion of
Teachers’ Day Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has announced to impart
education in
Chhattisgarhi and tribal
dialects one day a week in
all schools to promote
local language and di-
alects. On the commence-
ment of this initiative in a
school of the district, col-
lector Mr. Taran Prakash

Sinha gave instructions to
felicitate the school
teacher. Pamgarh Block
Education Officer
Rajendra Shukla and
Assistant Block Education
Officer Jairam Sarathi fe-
licitated Mrs. Pratiksha
Singh with a flower bou-
quet and shriphal.
Mulmula TI Mr. Mohale,
coordinator Madhusudan
Sharma, Ajay Maravi, and
school staff were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

CM’s Office all praise for Janjgir Champa 
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WATERLOGGED SLUM AREA

View of waterlogged Munnekolala slum area due to overflowing of the Varthur lake, following heavy monsoon
rains in Bengaluru, Thursday. 

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

People belonging to the transgender community stop a vehicle during a traffic awareness campaign on wearing of
seat belts, in Prayagraj, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Protest 
 New Delhi: Around

170 women residing in
a Delhi University hos-
tel gathered at the Arts
Faculty on Thursday to
protest against “ha-
rassment” by the ad-
ministration after
being directed to vacate
their rooms while their
exams were underway.
The residents of Rajiv
Gandhi Hostel for Girls
(RGHG) alleged that
they received a notice
from the hostel admin-
istration on August 22,
asking them to 
vacate the premises
after their exams.

Bail 
 Srinagar: A special

National Investigation
Agency court here has
granted bail to 17 per-
sons accused of lynch-
ing a police officer in
2017 outside Jamia
Masjid. Judge M S
Manhas, while allow-
ing the bail applica-
tion on Wednesday,
said there were no rea-
sonable grounds to be-
lieve that the accused
were guilty of lynch-
ing deputy superin-
tendent of
police Mohammad
Ayoub Pandit.

Die
 Jammu: A male

artist performing
role of goddess
Parvati in a Lord
Shiva’s dancing
opera died after he
collapsed on stage in
Jammu city outskirts
and the video of his
last moments went
viral on social media.
20-year Yogesh Gupta
was performing in
Lord Shiva’s danc-
ing-cum-musical
opera at a night
Jagran in Kotha
Sonia hamlet of
Bishnah tehsil on
Tuesday night,
sources said.

Bus services 
 New Delhi: People

who wish to visit re-
vamped Central Vista,
to be inaugurated in a
few hours, can avail e-
bus services which the
Delhi Metro will run
for a week from
Friday. Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will Thursday
evening inaugurate
the newly-christened
Kartavya Path — a
stretch from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to
India Gate that will
have red granite walk-
ways with greenery
all around, refur-
bished canals, state-
wise food stalls, new
amenity blocks and
vending kiosks.

Low pressure 
 Bhubaneswar:

Odisha is bracing for
another spell of torren-
tial rain over the next
few days, with the for-
mation of a low pres-
sure over the Bay of
Bengal on Thursday,
the Met Department
said. The low pressure
formed over the cen-
tral Bay in the morn-
ing under the influence
of a cyclonic circula-
tion, the Bhubaneswar
Meteorological 
Centre said.

Bangladesh PM 
Sheikh Hasina on her arrival
at Jaipur airport, in Jaipur,

Thursday. 

Kolkata, Sep 08 (PTI):

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday said
she and her counterparts
in neighbouring Bihar and
Jharkhand will join hands
with several other opposi-
tion parties to oust the BJP
from power in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. While ad-
dressing a party pro-
gramme here, Banerjee,
also the Trinamool
Congress supremo,
claimed that the BJP
would face a rout because
of its arrogance and peo-
ple’s anger. I, Nitish
Kumar, Hemant Soren and
many others will come to-
gether in 2024. All opposi-
tion parties will join hands
to defeat the BJP. All of us
will be on one side and the
BJP on the other. The
BJP’s arrogance of 300
seats will be its nemesis.
There will be Khela Hobe’
in 2024, she said. ‘Khela
Hobe’ (game is on) had

been the battle cry of the
TMC during the high-oc-
tane Assembly polls last
year, in which the party de-
feated the BJP to storm
back to power for the third
consecutive term.
Banerjee claimed that the
arrest of Jharkhand MLAs
with hordes of cash by
Bengal police recently
stopped the horse trading

in the neighbouring state
and prevented the fall of
the Hemant Soren govern-
ment. Three Congress
MLAs of Jharkhand were
arrested after their vehicle
was intercepted at Panchla
in West Bengal’s Howrah
district on July 30 and
nearly Rs 49 lakh in cash
was found in the car. They
claimed that the money
was meant for buying sa-
rees for an Adivasi festival
in their state. The
Congress, which is a part
of the JMM-led govern-
ment in Jharkhand, has
claimed that the BJP was
trying to topple the
Hemant Soren govern-
ment by offering Rs 10
crore each and ministerial
berth to the MLAs.

The BJP thinks they can
threaten us with CBI and
ED. The more they pursue
such tricks, the more they
will get closer to defeat in
next year’s Panchayat elec-
tion and 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, she said.

‘Oppn will unite to oust
BJP from power in 2024’

West Bengal Chief Minister
and TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee during the partys
organisational meeting, at
Netaji Indoor Stadium in

Kolkata, Thursday.

Mau (UP), Sep 08 (PTI):
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Thursday said his gov-
ernment is taking action
against those who acted
like “termites” to damage
Mau, apparently pointing
towards don-turned-politi-
cian Mukhtar Ansari cur-
rently in jail on various
charges.

The chief minister said
this while addressing a
gathering after inaugurat-
ing and laying the founda-
tion stone of various de-
velopment projects here.

Without taking any
name, Adityanath said,
“These mafias and their
people have committed the
sin of obstructing the de-
velopment of this area.
The mafia kept damaging

this place (Mau) like ter-
mites. These people used
the money coming for de-
velopment to increase
their wealth and enlarge
the havelis. Today the gov-
ernment is making them

and their family compen-
sate for the sin they have
committed.”

The CM was apparently
referring to Mukhtar
Ansari, a former MLA
from Mau Sadar seat.

Mukhtar is currently
lodged in Banda jail on
various charges. His son
Abbas Ansari is currently
the Suheldev Bharatiya
Samaj Party MLA from
Mau seat. He is also an ac-
cused in a case of illegal
possession of arms and
the court has declared him
a fugitive.

The state government is
constantly tightening the
noose on Mukhtar’s family
and close friends, and
properties of many of his
relatives and associates
have been confiscated or
demolished in the last cou-
ple of years.

In his address, the chief
minister said, “The state
government has a policy of
zero tolerance towards
crime.

Govt taking action against those 
who damaged Mau like ‘termites’: Yogi

UP CM Yogi Adityanath feeds cows, at a cowshed 
in Gorakhpur, Thursday.

Itanagar, Sep 08 (PTI):

Petroleum exploration
activities in Tirap district
of Arunachal Pradesh
had to be put on hold for
want of necessary clear-
ances from the state forest
department as well as the
Union environment min-
istry, a minister told the
Assembly here on
Thursday.

A standing committee
of National Board of
Wildlife (NBWL), too, is
yet to give its nod to the
project, which was to be
undertaken in the vicini-
ty of national park, state
geology and mining min-
ister Kamlung Mossang
said, responding to a ques-
tion by Congress MLA
Wanglin Lowangdong.

Mossang also said that
Oil India Limited (OIL)
had initially submitted
two clearance proposals

to the state forest depart-
ment and the Union envi-
ronment ministry in 2016
and 2017 respectively.

The stage-1 clearance
was accorded by the
Centre in August 2020 but
stage-2 wasn’t, he said.

As Dihing-Pataki
wildlife sanctuary, located
10 km from petroleum ex-
ploration site at Deomali,
was declared a national
park in June last year by
the Assam government,
an NBWL clearance was
also needed, the proposal
for which is pending with
the neighbouring state,
the minister explained.

Mossang also said that
the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas had in 1998 given its
approval for granting
Petroleum Exploration
License (PEL) to OIL for
an area of 356.16 sq km at
Deomali in Tirap district.

Responding to another
query, environment and
forest minister Mama
Natung said the project
won’t be to progress till
the time an area around
the park was marked as
eco-sensitive zone.

Work can be undertak-
en only beyond the demar-
cated zone. The Supreme
Court has directed that
every national park and
wildlife sanctuary in the
country will have to have
mandatory eco-sensitive
zone Lowangdong, as he
raised the question, had
urged the government to
pursue the matter with
the Centre, stating that
Arunachal Pradesh could
immensely benefit from
the petroleum explo-
ration project, which
would not just enrich the
state coffers but also cre-
ate job opportunities for
youth.

‘Oil exploration proj put on hold in Arunachal’

Shillong, Sep 08 (PTI):

The Meghalaya High
Court has issued a suo
motu contempt notice to
the state’s chief secretary
and mining secretary for
failing to prohibit illegal
coal mining in the state be-
sides wilful failure to de-
clare the quantum of coal
dumped at various places
as per previous court or-
ders. A bench headed by
Chief Justice Sanjib
Banerjee, however, said the
order will not be effective
and will remain in
abeyance as the advocate
general has sought 10 days
to seriously address all is-
sues. “It is noticed with
alarm that the administra-
tion has been attempting to

obfuscate the issue which
leads to the perception that
it may not be serious in im-
plementing the prohibition
on coal mining,” the bench
said. Issue a suo motu rule
of contempt to the Chief
Secretary of the State and
the Secretary in the
Department of Mining for
the flagrant and deliberate
violation of orders of this
Court, the full bench said
in its order on Wednesday.

The court had directed
the state to make a fresh in-
ventory of coal dumped at
various places, which does
not seem to have been done
. The bench said the con-
temnors also failed to im-
plement the prohibition of
mining coal in the state
without obtaining an ap-

propriate license in accor-
dance with the law.
Newspapers reported
deaths due to illegal min-
ing in recent times, it said.

Rigs and like structures
are used at the mining sites
which are visible from
quite a distance. Freshly
mined coal is easy to iden-
tify and is being regularly
dumped at several places
in the State which previ-
ously had no collection of
coal, the bench stated.
Criticising the Meghalaya
administration, the court
said that one of the peti-
tions pending in the HC
speaks of illegally mined
coal in the state being
shown to have originated
in Assam by forging and
fabricating documents.

Meghalaya HC issues 
contempt notice to top officials

For failing to curb illegal mining

New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI):

Sahitya Akademi win-
ner Samaresh Bose’s
Bengali travelogue
“Amrita Kumbher
Snadhaney”, which nar-
rates his experience of
visiting the Kumbh mela,
has now been translated
into English.

The narrator com-
mences on this journey
with the desire not to
achieve atonement, but to
learn about life, about
people. He is amazed and
inspired by the charac-
ters he meets, whether
they be his fellow passen-
gers on the train, sadhus
and devotees like
Mahavir and Ramjidasi
at the festival, or the fam-
ily he shares a tent with.

The book has been
translated into English as
“In Search of the Pitcher
of Nectar” by Nirmal
Kanti Bhattacharjee, edi-

torial director of Niyogi
Books. Kumbh mela is
the holy site of the con-
fluence of rivers, Ganga,
Yamuna and Saraswati at
Prayag, where pilgrims
bathe at a designated
time of the year.

According to Hindu
mythology, the nectar of
immortality ‘amrita’ was
spilled from the pot
‘kumbha’ at this location.
The seekers believe that
bathing in these rivers is
a means to atonement or
penance for past mis-
takes, and that it cleanses
them of their sins.

It is also a celebration
of community commerce
with numerous fairs, reli-
gious discourses by
saints, mass feedings of
monks or the poor, and
entertainment spectacles.
Through Bose’s eyes, one
is also able to discern the
double standards of soci-
ety.

Samaresh Bose’s travelogue on Kumbh translated into English

Itanagar, Sep 08 (PTI):

Arunachal Pradesh
Transport Minister Nakap
Nalo on Thursday said
that the Northeast
Frontier Railway has as-
sured the state govern-
ment not to disturb the
flow of rivers and streams
while laying broad gauge
line from Ruksin to
Pasighat in East Siang dis-
trict.

Allaying apprehension
made by senior Congress
member Ninong Ering
that the railway line could
block the flow of rivers
and streams in areas like
12 Mile, Rani, Sile and
other adjoining areas of
the district, known as the
‘rice bowl’ of the state,
Nalo informed the
Assembly that the state
government had taken up
the matter with the rail-

way authorities who have
assured not to disturb the
rivers and streams along
the new railway track.

The railway authorities
have agreed to construct
bridges over such water
bodies without disturbing
them, Nalo said and added
that the BJP government
in the state would work for
the welfare of the people.

‘Railways not to disturb water
bodies while laying track’

Nakap Nalo

DCW issues 
summons to Delhi

Police 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  0088  ((PPTTII)):: The
Delhi Commission for Women
(DCW) on Thursday issued
summons to the city police
over a video purportedly show-
ing children selling illegal
liquor and ganja.

In a statement, the panel
stated that illegal liquor and
drugs are available freely in
Delhi. The purported video
depicts how even children, who
should be attending school and
getting proper education, are
being involved in the sale of
illicit liquor and drugs, it said.

DCW Chief Swati Maliwal
has issued summons to Delhi
Police seeking details of FIR
and arrests in the case. “Drug
trafficking is so rampant in
Delhi that children at the age of
attending schools are illegally
selling ganja and country-
made liquor. This girl is selling
the same while eating ice
cream. This video was report-
edly recorded in Rohini.
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London, Sep 8 (PTI) 

British Prime Minister
Liz Truss on Thursday un-
veiled a two-year plan to
place a maximum annual
cap of GBP 2,500 on soar-
ing energy bills for house-
holds from October 1 to ad-
dress the country’s cost-of-
living crisis.

In her first major an-
nouncement since taking
office earlier this week,
the new leader said her
measures would save peo-
ple around GBP 1,000 a
year based on expected en-
ergy prices. This is be-
cause the energy price cap
set for companies as a
maximum limit they can
charge customers was due
to rise from the current

level of GBP 1,971 to GBP
3,549 in October, an effect
of spiralling global costs
in the wake of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

This is the moment to be
bold. We are facing a glob-
al energy crisis and there
are no cost-free’ options.
There will be a cost to this
intervention,” Truss said
in the House of Commons.

As part of a three-
pronged strategy, she said
the government will take
action to ramp up supply
of domestic energy, boost
growth and curb inflation
by up to five percentage
points , and up to GBP 40
billion will be made avail-
able to ensure wholesale
energy firms have the
cash they need to manage

price volatility .
The move is in addition

to the GBP 400 payment to
households set out by for-
mer chancellor and Tory
leadership contender
Rishi Sunak earlier this
year. A six-month scheme
for businesses, schools and
hospitals will provide
equivalent support over
the winter, with further

targeted support for specif-
ic industries like hospitali-
ty set to follow after that.
There is currently no cap
on energy costs for busi-
nesses and a specific fig-
ure on support has not
been given due to differ-
ences in how the whole-
sale energy market oper-
ates compared to the retail
market for households.

PM Liz Truss unveils 2-year plan 
to limit soaring energy bills

Kyiv, Sep 8 (AP) 

Ukrainian forces in the
northeastern Kharkiv re-
gion have retaken portions
of Russian-held territory
there as a Ukrainian coun-
teroffensive in the south has
drained some of Moscow’s
resources in the area, ac-
cording to a report released
on Wednesday.

Ukrainian forces in the
Kharkiv region are likely ex-
ploiting Russian force reallo-
cation to areas near the occu-
pied city of Kherson in the
south to conduct an oppor-
tunistic yet highly effective
counteroffensive in the
province, Washington-based
think tank Institute for the
Study of War said.

Ukrainian forces likely
used tactical surprise to ad-
vance at least 12 miles (20
kilometres) into Russian-
held territory in the Kharkiv
region on Wednesday, recap-

turing approximately 155
square miles (400 square
kilometers) of ground, the
report said. Vitaly Ganchev,
the Moscow-backed mayor of
the town of Kupiansk in a
Russian-occupied area of the
Kharkiv region, said on
Thursday that authorities
had begun evacuating
women and children from
the town and nearby areas
because of relentless
Ukrainian shelling.

In his nightly video ad-
dress on Wednesday,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky also re-
ported success in the
Kharkiv region but didn’t
provide details on its scope.
This week we have good
news from the Kharkiv re-
gion. You have probably al-
ready seen reports about the
activity of Ukrainian de-
fenders, and I think every
citizen feels proud of our
warriors, Zelensky said.

Ukrainian forces retake 
Russian-held territory near Kharkiv

Tokyo, Sep 8 (PTI) 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
Thursday that India and
Japan are pursuing a
Special Strategic and
Global Partnership which
is very important for a
free, open, rule-based and
inclusive Indo-Pacific
based upon sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
nations, as China flexes its
military muscle in the re-
gion.

Singh, who attended the
2+2 Dialogue alongwith
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar in Tokyo and
their counterparts from
Japan, said the two sides
had an opportunity to
share views on important
issues, regional and glob-
al, and concurred on the
need for peaceful resolu-
tion of disputes in conso-

nance with international
law.

“As two thriving democ-
racies in Asia, we are pur-
suing a Special Strategic
and Global Partnership,
Singh said while address-
ing the India-Japan 2+2
Ministerial Dialogue
which was attended by

Japanese Defence
Minister Yasukazu
Hamada and Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa
Hayashi.

Singh said India’s Indo-
Pacific Oceans Initiative
(IPOI) shares many com-
monalities with Japan’s
Free and Open Indo-

Pacific (FOIP).
“There is consensus on

both sides that a strong
India-Japan relationship
is very important for a
free, open, rule-based and
inclusive Indo-Pacific
based upon sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
nations,” he said.

India, the US and sever-
al other world powers
have been talking about
the need to ensure a free,
open and thriving Indo-
Pacific in the backdrop of
China’s rising military
manoeuvring in the re-
gion.

The armies of India and
China are still engaged in
a prolonged standoff at
eastern Ladakh.

The eastern Ladakh
border standoff erupted
on May 5, 2020, following a
violent clash in the
Pangong lake areas.

India, Japan pursuing special strategic partnership
for free, open, rule-based Indo-Pacific: Rajnath

Indias Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, left, and Japans
Defense Minister Yasukazu Hamada participate in a news
conference at the Iikura Guesthouse in Tokyo on Thursday.

T here is little doubt that
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi with his clean
image and ability to drive the
country's polity on the path of
development through macro-
level infrastructure build-up
on one hand and emphasis on
startups on the other, has
earned his position as the
tallest leader in the eyes of the
people. For the sceptics still
wondering if India is a nation,
Prime Minister Modi in this
year's Independence Day
speech defined - in his inim-
itable style - the 'idea of India'
by combining its past, present
and future and placed it be-
fore the world what can be
called India's national strate-
gy of fostering security, devel-
opment and integrity.

The address had the distinc-
tion of keeping internal poli-
tics away and focusing totally
on India's forward-looking
mission and the points of re-
form that need to be consid-
ered for preserving a healthy
national outlook. It was a re-
markable framework of
strategic directions specified
by the Prime Minister in
which a democratic, inclusive
and progressive India would
proceed in the times to come.
The speech covered all major
aspects of national life - the
position of India as a world

power, development as well as
the future of the youth, cul-
tural roots, the participative
role of the states in nation-
building and the importance
of maintenance of internal
order with special reference
to crime against women. The
Prime Minister spoke with a
sense of dedication towards
the nation, conviction and
self-belief and enhanced his
image as a statesman. It is
worth recalling the thematic
points of Modi's Red Fort ad-
dress for these represent the
gist of his strategy of gover-
nance for the times ahead. He
highlighted the aspirational
character of Indian society
marked by the preponderance
of youth and struck a note of
optimism amidst the difficult
situation of unemployment,
by acknowledging that the
youth have the right to de-
mand faster economic growth
and better opportunities.

He had at the back of his
mind the swiftness with
which his government re-
sponded to the sudden Covid
onslaught - a crisis of un-
precedented scale - by focus-
ing on vaccine research and
production and later working
out a 'bottom-up approach to
economic recovery in which
'vocal for local' carrying India
towards self-reliance became
a brilliant way out of the eco-
nomic dump that the pandem-
ic had created. India with its
history of 'village economy'
was attuned to sustaining the
society on localized demand
and supply even as it showed
its sheer brain power in catch-
ing up with 'globalization' - an
upshot of the success of the
information technology revo-
lution that had caused the
transition of the world from
the industrial age to the age of

information and knowledge
economy. Economic recovery
still is a work in progress but
Prime Minister Modi gets the
credit for leading the country
by 'riding a crisis and in the
process putting India on the
world map for handling the
Covid onslaught successfully -
with a rare political will. He
reflected a confident opti-
mism - that was well placed -
about the prospect of India. A
remarkable achievement of
the Modi regime is the distinc-
tive mark that India reached -
in a short period - in earning
the recognition of the inter-
national community as an in-
fluencer of global geopolitics,
because of its success not only
in handling the Covid crisis
but also in pursuing a foreign
and security policy that is in-
dependent, free of 'align-
ments' and driven by thoughts
of world peace.

It was quite legitimate for
Prime Minister Modi to say
that India's goal is to work for
a 'Vikasit Bharat' at a time
when the country - in his
words - has become a ray of
hope for the world. He urged
all citizens - in that spirit - to
focus on their commitment to
India's development. It was a
befitting call for making the
country great both from with-
in as well as in the eyes of the
world outside. A presentation
of a broad vision of this kind
looked appropriate for an
Independence Day address.
The Prime Minister urged the
citizens to advance with full
conviction about a developed
India, get rid of any sense of
'slavery' and take pride in the
nation's history and heritage.
He commended 'diversity' and
'inclusiveness' as the great
features of India's culture, but
refrained from using the

word 'secular' for good rea-
sons. Introduced in the
Preamble of the Indian
Constitution by late Indira
Gandhi when she was the
Prime Minister, this adjective
always raised controversies
in the context of defining the
'idea of India' - often because
it was politically interpreted
as a marker of the 'special po-
sition of the Muslim minority
here.

In democratic India, which
is governed through the free
and fair electoral practice of
'one man one vote -regardless
of distinction of caste, creed
and gender - secularism was
built into the state and was
not meant to come in the way
of the nation drawing
strength and inspiration from
the glory of its civilizational
past. Modi reminded all
Indians that 'when we are
committed to our roots, then
only can we fly high'. While
declaring that 'India is the
mother of democracy, he reit-
erated that 'diversity is its
strength'. This diversity is not
to be invoked for instigating
separatism at home.

Prime Minister Modi man-
aged to keep his address above
internal polity. In a way, he
successfully used the impor-
tant occasion to spell out his
government's approach to the
entire spectrum of gover-
nance as well as the strategy
adopted by India in the
spheres of economic growth,
national security and interna-
tional relations. The address
was in Prime Minister's typi-
cal conversational style and
was understood and absorbed
by the common Indian and
the strategic observers alike.

(The writer is a former
Director Intelligence Bureau) 
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Play it like a sport
There are no bilateral

tours between India and
Pakistan in sports. Both
countries mostly play hock-
ey and cricket in interna-
tional tournaments. Unlike
other teams, they don’t play
it as a sport, but as war. The
priority is not winning the
Cup, but victory over the
other. The losing country re-
acts violently, both in words
and acts. Unfortunately,
Pakistan has started bring-
ing religion and politics into
it. When they won the T20
World Cup match against
India, they said it was ‘victo-
ry of Islam’, and two days
ago when Arshdeep Singh
dropped a catch, they called
him ‘Khalistani’. The match-
es between India and
Pakistan have become un-
pleasant. In such a situation,
it is better to play without
spectators and live telecast.
Only the result and score
card should be made public
at the end of the match.
O Prasada Rao, Hayderabad

Today’s teacher-disciple
relationship 

Guru-Shishya tradition is
an important and sacred
part of India's culture, many
golden examples of which
are recorded in history. No
one can ever take the place of
parents in life, because they
bring us into this colorful
and beautiful world. It is said
that our parents are the first
teachers of life. Guru and
shishya tradition has been
going on in India since an-
cient times, but only teach-
ers teach us the real way of
living, inspire you to follow
the right path. A teacher is
like a gardener who deco-
rates a garden with flowers
of different colors, which in-
spires the students to walk
smiling even on thorns.
Today, government efforts
are being made to take edu-
cation to every household.
Teachers should also get the
respect they deserve. Only a
teacher creates good charac-
ter in the disciple. In the
present perspective, the tra-
dition of Guru-Shishya is
getting tarnished. It is the re-
sponsibility of both the stu-
dents and the teachers to un-
derstand this great tradition
better and provide their co-
operation in building a good
society.
Bidyasagar Doley by mail

Pitch issue
In the Asia Cup T20 for-

mat in Dubai, the die is cast
against the team batting
first. In all matches played so
far, only the team batting sec-
ond has won the matches, ex-
cept Hong Kong. Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and India won
crucial matches batting sec-
ond. Bangladesh lost to Sri
Lanka, despite posting a
fighting total. The pitch in
Dubai helps the team batting
second. The toss is making
all the difference between a
winning and losing side. The
ICC should see to it that the
pitch gives equal opportuni-
ty to both teams.

Arun Hastir, Gurdaspur
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Bharat Yatris and other Congress party workers during the Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Kanyakumari, Thursday, Sept. 8.

A complete view of the nation 

BHARAT JODO YATRA

Rajesh Pathak

‘A ssuming that , like in
India, the best

schools were ‘Convent’
schools , my parents put me
in the nearest Catholic
school, where I was one of
the first minorities. One of
the teachers called me a
‘Pagan’.’ Suketu Mehta, nar-
rating his own  experience
in America in his  book  ‘
This Land is Our Land- An
Immigrant’s Manifestoe’
published in 2019. Being
used in derision in
Christianity, ‘Pagan’ is he
who is idol-worshipper, poly-
theist  and one worshipping
the nature; or in short being
uncivilized and abominable
to God! (Deutronomy 12: 30-
31). History is replete with
the subterfuges, atrocities
and mutual strife led by  this
myth all over the world.

Just take into account the
scenario of India  as a
colony of Britain. When the

responsibility of drafting
new British-education poli-
cy here came upon
Macaulay in 1813, he
claimed in full confidence
that- ‘With the little western
education Bengal will no
longer have idol-worship-
pers.’ And thus came into
being the colleges like
Bishop College and Dough
College of Calcutta, and
Wilson College and S.P.G.
college of Trichinapalli.
And  how extent things had
transformed within next 70-
80 years could be seen from
the statement  that
Vivekananda made- ‘When
child is sent to school, the
first thing he learns that his
father is fool; second, his
grandfather crazy; third, his
all religious masters fraud,
and fourth that all of his
scriptures are false and use-
less.’

Be it in the mind, in
today’s condition the reli-
gious education and prayer

in accordance to
Christianity  has been made
compulsory for all the State-
run schools in Britain as per
the new  education policy
under the ‘Education
Reform Act -1988’. Notably
on the other side 7,390 mis-
sionaries’ run schools had
already been operated by
Roman Catholic, Jews and

Methodist Church. These
were the figures before 2010.
What level of persuasion is
there regarding incorporat-
ing religion into the  educa-
tion  one can well imagine
from this. Sensing the im-
pending peril to their faith,
the Sikh community living
in Britain, Europe and
America has also begun to
take measures so that com-
ing generation could be
made  to remain attach to
their roots.

To imagine that how deep
would  this influence of
Church  have once been is
not only difficult, but alto-
gether impossible today.
What happened with Galileo
on saying that ‘Earth rotates
around sun’; with Giordano
Bruno on rejecting ‘Geo-cen-
trism’ and with the mathe-
matician, Hipshiya, on teach-
ing arithmetic to male stu-
dents by her is needn’t to be
repeated. In 1840 when for the
first time anesthesia was to

be used during the delivery of
the baby, it faced Church’s
stern rejection. As the Eve
(The mother of human
being), according to Bible, de-
fied the injunction of God, so
as a punishment it was told
that  -‘Mother will deliver the
baby only undergoing the
pain!’ It was only when in
1853 Queen Victoria had
anesthesia apply on herself
for child birth  that the issue
came to settle. For Church
did not   have that courage as
to punish the queen. In the
root  of what happened with
Suketu Mehta in his student
life in America is nothing but
this outdated dogmas , from
which  Church and the insti-
tutions affiliated with it
could not get themselves free
yet.

Note- Please refer  ‘Hindu
Pratibha ke Darshan’: Ravi

Kumar; ‘Sanskruti ke Chaar
adhayay’: Rashtrakavi

Ramdhari Singh Dinkar

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

B angladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is in
India ona four-day bilateral visit, the hallmark of

which is the signing of a host of agreements to take bi-
lateral ties to a higher trajectory. The pacts in the fields
of trade, economy, technology, railways and space are
aimed at deepening  bilateral  relations  between  the  two
neighbours. Significantly, the two countries have decided
to  take  forward  their  talks  on  various contentious is-
sues, particularly those relating to water sharing be-
tween the two countries. Hasina’s visit to India comes at
a time when India under Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is trying to strengthen its bilateral relations with its
neighbours with its 'neighbourhood first policy'. Besides
a key water-sharing agreement, six other pacts, includ-
ing one on space technology and scientific collaboration
were concluded to boost ties between the two countries.
The two leaders agreed to share the waters of the
Kushiyara, a common river, in the first such arrange-
ment between the countries since1996. The agreement
will benefit southern parts of Assam and the Sylhet re-
gion in Bangladesh. Prime  Minister  Hasina  announced
the  Mujib Scholarship for the direct descendants of the
Indian soldiers  killed  or  grievously  injured  in  the  1971
Bangladesh Liberation War. The award is named after
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Hasina’s father.
While  praising  the  Indian  Prime  Minister, his
Bangladesh counterpart said, "As long as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is around, New Delhi and
Dhaka will find a solution to all bilateral problems, in-
cluding the Teesta River  water-sharing  issue". A  mem-
orandum  of understanding (MoU) signed between the
Ministry of Railways (Railway Board), Government of
India and the Ministry of Railways, Government of
Bangladesh on training Bangladesh Railway personnel
in India envisages a framework of cooperation and to fa-
cilitate the training at the institutes of the Indian
Railways. The Bangladesh PM presented a book to Prime
Minister Modi containing the translation of the historic
speech of the    founding    father    of Bangladesh
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The two countries also agreed
to start negotiations soon on a Comprehensive Economic
Partnership agreement. The two sides agreed to jointly
face terrorist and fundamentalist forces that threaten to
attack mutual trust between the two countries. Her
strong stand against Islamist militancy and terrorism,
and her government’s denial of safe havens to anti-India
groups have built a strong basis for co-operation. The
two sides also agreed to extend cooperation on flood miti-
gation and share real-time data regarding floods. On the
increasing Chinese presence in Bangladesh, the two
leaders had a very comprehensive discussion on the
issue. In fact, PM Hasina has calibrated the India-China
balance with tact. Last week, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi was in Dhaka. As things stand, Hasina will hope
to return with a bagfull of crucial agreements that could
stand her in good stead in the country’s next election to-
wards the end of 2023. Last month, when Bangladesh
Foreign Minister Abdul Momen declared at a public
gathering that India must ensure PM Hasina stays on in
the interests of regional stability, the statement caused
red faces on bothsides, and the minister did not find
place in Hasina’s delegation to Delhi. It is no secret that
India would be more than pleased if PM Hasina were to
win a fourth consecutive term. India-Bangladesh ties
have seen their best phase under her premiership from
2009. Of course,the relationship has not been free of
problems. The National  Register  of Citizens  in  Assam
and  the Citizenship (Amendment) Act nationally have
provoked concern in Dhaka. While it was left to diploma-
cy to do damage control — India’s anti-Covid vaccine
diplomacy provided a healing touch.

Slew of key pacts mark
Hasina’s India trip

Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakonna

I t is widely acknowledged that aquaculture is the
sector of food production that is growing the quick-

est globally and has the ability to provide about two
thirds of the fish consumed globally by 2030.In the past
two decades, the aquaculture sector and its value chain
have been growing fast. According to the newly issued
global outlook report Fish to 2030, the vast majority of
the predicted increase in the output of fish worldwide is
anticipated to come from aquaculture, as it has for the
past several decades. India provides enormous
prospects for fishing in both marine and inland waters
due to its extensive coastal region. According to the
United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization,
India is the second-largest producer of fish for aquacul-
ture in the world accounting for 15% of global produc-
tion. There are nearly 28 million people in India making
their living from the fishing industry. The Indian Blue
Revolution demonstrated the value of the fishing and
aquaculture sectors.The Pradhan Mantri Matsya
SampadaYojana (PMMSY), a flagship program aimed to
spark India's "blue revolution," is being implemented by
the Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry, and Dairy. Over the course of five
years, from the fiscal years 2020–21 to 2024–25, the proj-
ect will be implemented in all states and the union terri-
tory. Aquaculture production currently makes use of
the Internet of Things (IoT), a fast-evolving area of
technology. The development of smart technology, in
particular, is the key  to better productivity and disease
management. The aquaculture industry has already
started to expand to new levels. Startups, investors, and
accelerators will work hard to make the industry sus-
tainable. Given the excellent investment prospects cur-
rently available, the utilization of cutting-edge tech-
nologies, innovative ideas, and government initiatives
will consequently improve the health of the aquacul-
ture industry. It is clear that the aquaculture industry
has great potential in helping to provide a healthy and
sustainable protein for future generations, but further
research is required for this industry's continued
growth and for long-lasting reforms to steer the sector
in the correct direction.

A Promising Future

‘My teacher called me Pagan’

DC PATHAK 
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Investment

New Delhi:
Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh
Hasina has urged
Indian businesses to
invest in her country’s
infrastructure proj-
ects, manufacturing,
energy and transport
sectors. During her
four-day state visit to
India, Hasina made
the pitch to attract
Indian investors to
Bangladesh at a busi-
ness event organised
by the Confederation
of Indian Industries
(CII) on Wednesday.
Bangladesh is unique-
ly located to export its
products to North
East India, Bhutan
and South East Asian
countries and several
initiatives have been
taken to increase con-
nectivity,” she said.

Development centre
Kolkata: Mindtree, a
Larsen & Toubro
Group company, is
planning to set up a
development centre in
Kolkata, which could
create employment
opportunities for
15,000-20,000 people in
the next four-five
years, a company offi-
cial said here on
Wednesday. The IT
services firm has al-
ready onboarded 1,700
people in its existing
facility in the West
Bengal capital so far,
he said. “We have
taken up 19 acres of
space. Hopefully,
things will start.

World Dairy Summit

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday will
inaugurate ‘IDF World
Dairy Summit 2022’ at
Greater Noida where-
in more than 1,500 del-
egates from 50 coun-
tries are scheduled to
participate. This was
announced by Union
Minister of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry &
Dairying Parshottam
Rupala at a press con-
ference here. Theme
of the 4-day event be-
ginning September 12
is Dairy for Nutrition
and Livelihood’. “The
Prime Minister will
inaugurate the...sum-
mit on September 12.
Representatives from
about 50 countries are
scheduled to attend
the event.

Textile park
Chandigarh: The
Punjab government
has offered 1,000 acres
of land in Fatehgarh
Sahib district to set up
a textile park under
PM Mega Integrated
Textile Region and
Apparel Parks (PM
MITRA) scheme. In a
letter to Union Textile
Minister Piyush
Goyal, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann ex-
pressed the desire for
setting up this ambi-
tious project on the sa-
cred land of
Fatehgarh Sahib. He
said that once com-
missioned, this proj-
ect will make 
Punjab a ‘textile hub’
of the country.

San Francisco, Sep 08: 

India will seek review of
its free trade agreement
with Japan during a meet-
ing between Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal and his
Japanese counterpart in
Los Angeles on Thursday.
Nishimura Yasutoshi is
the Japanese Minister of
Economy, Trade and
Industry. In such reviews,
normally two countries
seek more market access
for their respective domes-
tic products and resolve is-
sues which are hindering
trade. “I think that’s quite
long overdue and I am
going to raise that issue
with my counterpart from
Japan. He has just taken
over some time back as a
new minister. So I will be
taking up that issue,”
Goyal told reporters here
when asked if a review of
the free trade agreement
(FTA) with Japan is on the

cards. India and Japan had
implemented the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) in August 2011.
The review assumes sig-
nificance as domestic steel
producers have time and
again complained of surge
in imports of steel prod-
ucts like hot-rolled steel
and other variants from

Japan. On trade with
Australia, Goyal said the
Australian parliament is
expected to approve the
trade pact by the end of
this year. Australia’s new
trade minister Don Farrell
is visiting India later this
month to discuss trade
and other issues. “He has
assured me that they are
very pleased with the out-

come of the Indo-Australia
negotiations and the free
trade agreement that we fi-
nalized , and that they
(Australia) will be putting
it through parliament
soon. And I am told the
tentative timelines... end
of this year, it will be
cleared through their par-
liament,” he said. The pact
was signed in April. When
asked about the issues
which could come up in
his meeting with US Trade
Representative Katherine
Tai, he said there are no
immediate areas of con-
cern between the US and
India.

“We have very good and
strong business relations.
They are our largest trad-
ing partner. We do a lot of
work for American compa-
nies. There’s a lot of in-
vestment flow from
America to India. So
broadly, we keep exchang-
ing notes on different is-
sues, international trade.

India to seek review of
trade pact with Japan: Goyal

Commerce & Industry Minister Piyush Goyal visits the
Stanford University in San Francisco.

New Delhi, Sep 08: 

The finance ministry
will kick-start the exercise
to prepare the annual
budget for 2023-24 from
October 10, in the back-
drop of revival of the
Indian economy and fears
of recession in developed
countries. The budget for
the next year will have to
address critical issues of
high inflation, job cre-
ation, boosting demand,
and putting the economy
on a sustained 8 per cent-
plus growth path.

On Wednesday, finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said inflation
is no longer “red-lettered”
and the priority for the
government now is job
creation and boosting
growth. “Some of course
are red-lettered (priori-
ties), some may not be.
Red-lettered ones would of
course be jobs, equitable
wealth distribution and
making sure India is mov-
ing on the path of growth.

“In that sense inflation is
not red-lettered. I hope it
doesn’t surprise many of
you. We have shown that
in the past couple of
months that we were able
to bring it to a manageable
level,” she said. It will be
the fifth budget of the
Modi 2.0 government and
Sitharaman and the last
full budget before the gen-
eral elections slated in
April-May 2024.

During the election year,
the government presents
Vote on Account for the
limited period. Usually the
budget is cleared till July.

“Pre-budget meetings
chaired by the secretary
(Expenditure) shall com-
mence on October 10,
2022,” according to the
Budget Circular (2023-24)
of the Budget Division of
the Department of
Economic Affairs dated
September 6, 2022.
“Financial advisers
should ensure that the nec-
essary details required in
the appendices I to VII are

properly entered. Hard
copies of the data along
with specified formats
should be submitted for
cross-verification,” the cir-
cular added. The Budget
Estimates for 2023-24 will
be provisionally finalised
after the completion of
pre-budget meetings, it
said, adding, RE (Revised
Estimate) meetings will
continue till around mid-
November, 2022.

“All the ministries/de-
partments should submit
details of autonomous
bodies/ implementing
agencies, for which a dedi-
cated corpus fund has
been created. The reasons
for their continuance and
requirement of grant-in-
aid support, and why the
same should not be wound
up, should be explained,”
it said. As a follow up ac-
tion on the National
Monetisation Pipeline, it
said, departments may be
required to explain
progress in asset moneti-
sation.

Finance ministry to kick-start 
budgetary exercise from October 10

New Delhi, Sep 08:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday said the Reserve
Bank will have to be more
synchronised with the fis-
cal policy and other fac-
tors in taming inflation.
Inflation management
cannot be singularly left to
the monetary policy,
which has proved totally
ineffective in many coun-
tries, she said at a seminar
organised by economic
think-tank Icrier. “The
RBI will have to synchro-
nise somewhat, may be not
as much synchronised as
other western developed
countries would do. I’m
not prescribing anything
to the Reserve Bank... I’m
not giving any forward di-
rection to the RBI but it is

the truth that India’s solu-
tion to handling the econo-
my, part of which is han-
dling inflation also is an
exercise where the fiscal

policy, together with the
monetary policy has to
work,” she said. There are
economies where policy is
designed in such a way
that the monetary policy
and the interest rate man-
agement is the one and the
only tool to handle infla-
tion, she said. “I would say
India’s inflation manage-
ment, the word taming in-
flation or the word keep-
ing it within the tolerance
limit is an exercise of so
many different activities
and majority of which is
outside of the monetary
policy given in today’s cir-
cumstances,” she said.
There could have been a
time when people would
have thought this is sacri-
legious for the finance
minister of a country to
say so, she said.

RBI needs to be more synchronised
to handle inflation: FM

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman

addresses the India Ideas
Summit 2022 organised
by U.S.-India Business

Council (USIBC), in 
New Delhi. 

Mumbai, Sep 08:
Reserve Bank of India
Deputy Governor M
Rajeshwar Rao on
Thursday said the recently
released digital lending
norms are designed to end
regulatory arbitrage and
protect customers.
Speaking at an event or-
ganised by industry body
Assocham, Rao said there
was unbridled engage-
ment of third parties, mis-
selling, breach of data pri-

vacy, unethical recovery
practices and exorbitant
interest rates recently
which led the RBI to regu-
late the activities.

On August 10, RBI came
out with digital lending
norms after extensive con-
sultations and last week
asked the industry to im-
plement those by
November this year. Some
players in the fintech in-
dustry have expressed con-
cerns that the norms on
lending will impact their
operations.

“The framework is de-
signed to strike a balance
between the need for an in-
novative and inclusive sys-
tem while at the same time
ensuring that the regulato-
ry arbitrage is not exploit-
ed to the detriment to the
customer’s interest,” Rao
said.

Digital lending rules designed to
end regulatory arbitrage, protect

customers:  M Rajeshwar Rao
New Delhi, Sep 08:  

Union Power Minister R
K Singh on Thursday
urged the European Union
(EU) to keep its green hy-
drogen market open for
competition to get supplies
at the lowest rate and
avoid any accusation of
protectionism. Speaking
at the First EU-India
Green Hydrogen Forum,
Singh stated that India
would produce large quan-
tities of green hydrogen at
the lowest price and would
need electrolysers for pro-
ducing 50GW hydrogen
initially.

Singh showcased a huge
opportunity for the EU to
get supplies of green hy-
drogen from India which
could also help it to diver-
sify its energy sourcing.
“As far as our cooperation

with the EU, I think it has
a future. Of course it de-
pends on policies and stan-
dards. We would be pro-
ducing green hydrogen at
lowest prices.

China’s price is opaque.
I don’t know how they
price it,” Singh said. India
has a transparent bids sys-
tem, dispute resolution
mechanism which pro-
motes every fund to be in-
vested here, he stated.

R K Singh urges EU to 
keep its green hydrogen market

open for competition

Mumbai, Sep 08: 

Benchmark stock in-
dices rebounded around
1 per cent on Thursday
following value buying
in banking, IT and auto
stocks after two days of
losses and a largely pos-
itive trend in global
markets. The 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed
659.31 points or 1.12 per
cent to settle at
59,688.22. During the
day, it jumped 683.05
points or 1.15 per cent
to 59,711.96.

The broader NSE
Nifty rose by 174.35
points or 0.99 per cent
to close at 17,798.75.
Tech Mahindra, Axis
Bank, ICICI Bank,
Mahindra & Mahindra,

Bharti Airtel, State
Bank of India,
UltraTech Cement,
Bajaj Finserv, IndusInd
Bank and Asian Paints
emerged as the biggest
gainers amonf Sensex
shares.

Tata Steel, NTPC,
Titan, Nestle and Power
Grid were the laggards.
“The domestic financial
markets experienced a
wave of optimism
tracking strength
across global markets
as oil prices eased, cool-
ing investor concerns
about rising inflation.

Despite premium val-
uations, consistent FII
inflows are aiding
Indian bourses to stay
resilient,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at

Geojit Financial
Services. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul
and Tokyo ended in the
green, while Shanghai
and Hong Kong settled
lower.

Equities in Europe
were trading on a mixed
note during the mid-ses-
sion deals. The US mar-
kets had ended signifi-
cantly higher on
Wednesday. Meanwhile,
the international oil
benchmark Brent crude
dipped 0.49 per cent to
USD 87.57 per barrel.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) were
net buyers as they
bought shares worth Rs
758.37 crore on
Wednesday, as per ex-
change data.

Sensex, Nifty rebound around 
1 pc amid global recovery in equities

Mumbai, Sep 08:  

The rupee appreciated 23
paise to close at 79.72 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Thursday amid
easing crude oil prices and
a firm trend in domestic
equities. At the interbank
forex market, the local unit
opened at 79.72 against the
greenback. It witnessed an
intra-day high of 79.65 and
a low of 79.83 during the
session. It finally ended at
79.72, up 23 paise from its
previous close of 79.72. The
dollar index, which meas-
ures the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, fell 0.11 per
cent to 109.72. Brent crude
futures, the global oil
benchmark, fell 0.60 per
cent to USD 87.47 per bar-
rel. On the domestic equity

market front, the BSE
Sensex ended 659.31 points
or 1.12 per cent higher at
59,688.22, while the broader
NSE Nifty gained 174.35
points or 0.99 per cent to
17,798.75. +Foreign institu-

tional investors (FIIs) re-
mained net buyers in the
capital markets as they
purchased shares worth Rs
758.37 crore on Wednesday,
according to provisional
data.

Rupee rises 23 paise to close 
at 79.72 against US dollar

New Delhi, Sep 08: 

The government is mak-
ing efforts to address the
challenges faced by the
country’s farm sector,
Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said. The minister
was speaking at the
National Conference on
Agriculture for Rabi
Campaign 2022-23 here. He
highlighted that the pro-
duction of foodgrains is
estimated to have risen to
315.7 million tonnes in the
2021-22 crop year (July-
June), which is higher by 5
million tonnes in 2020-21.
The national target for the
total foodgrains produc-
tion has been set at 328
million tonnes for the 2022-
23 crop year, of which the
rabi (winter-sown) season
will contribute 164.8 mil-

lion tonnes, an official
statement said. The strate-
gies would be to enhance
the area through inter-
cropping, crop diversifica-
tion and productivity en-
hancement by  introduc-
ing high yield varieties
(HYVs), adoption of suit-
able agronomic practices
in low-yielding regions,
utilising residual mois-
ture, early sowing and life-
saving irrigation for rabi

crops. Tomar said the cen-
tral and state governments
are jointly discharging
their responsibilities in
the agriculture sector. A
lot of work has been done
in the country in terms of
production, due to which
there has been an increase
in the production of food
grains, pulses and
oilseeds. “Today, the prior-
ity is to tackle and solve
the challenges before agri-
culture,” he said.

In this regard, Tomar
mentioned Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana,
under which Rs 1.22 lakh
crore has been given to
farmers as compensation
for the loss of their crops.
He said all farmers should
be brought under the
ambit of this scheme as it
will make small farmers
feel secure.

Govt making efforts to address
challenges in farm sector: Tomar

New Delhi, Sep 08: 

Retail sales of automo-
biles in India grew 8.31 per
cent in August this year
on the back of increase in
registrations of vehicles
across all major segments,
automobile dealers’ body
FADA said on Thursday.
As per data released by
the Federation of
Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA), total
vehicle retail sales in the
country stood at 15,21,490
units last month as com-
pared to 14,04,704 units in
August 2021. Passenger ve-
hicles (PV) retail sales
stood at 2,74,448 units as
compared to 2,57,672 units
in the year-ago month, a
growth of 6.51 per cent.
Two-wheeler (2W) retail
sales also grew by 8.52 per
cent at 10,74,266 units in
August 2022 as against

9,89,969 units in the same
month last year, it added.
FADA said the three-
wheeler (3W) segment wit-
nessed the highest growth
rate last month posting
83.14 per cent increase at
56,313 units, up from
30,748 units in the same
month a year ago.
Commercial vehicles (CV)
also witnessed a robust
24.12 per cent growth at
67,158 units as against
54,107 units in the year-
ago month. FADA
President Manish Raj
Singhania said August re-
tail sales were not encour-
aging and not as per ex-
pectations of dealers, who
anticipated a good start to
the festive season with
Ganesh Chaturthi. “When
compared with August
2019, a pre-COVID month,
total vehicle retails fell by
7 per cent.

Automobile retail sales in India
rise 8.31% in August: FADA

Bhopal, Sep 08:  

India’s leading
InsurTech player,
RenewBuy, aims to double
its insurance advisor
workforce strength by the
end of 2023. The company
is on an advisor acquisi-
tion spree, where it is plan-
ning to increase its advi-
sor base by 100k in the
smaller markets. The
Gurgaon headquartered
company has approxi-
mately 70 branches across
the country and the acqui-
sition is planned across all
its regions and offices.

In the last six years of
the company’s inception,
RenewBuy has built a na-
tional insurance advisor
network of approx 95000
advisors, across 780 dis-
tricts. The next few years
are focused on
RenewBuy’s exponential

growth; in terms of tech
development, product of-
ferings, accelerated con-
sumer outreach and insur-
ance advisor acquisition
across the country. The
company is also working
towards upscaling its tech-
nology, so that the insur-
ance process can further
become seamless and sim-
plified.

The hiring process is
thus, aimed at making
more and more insurance
advisors take insurance to
the masses, and increase
consumer base, especially
in the smaller regions,
where insurance is still
not accessible.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Balachander Sekhar,
CEO RenewBuy said,
“Since RenewBuy’s incep-
tion, our mantra has been
to make insurance simple
and accessible to everyone.

RenewBuy to double
its advisor network

Ranbir calls
'Highway' Alia's best,
became a fan of hers
after seeing film

B
ollywood star Ranbir
Kapoor, who is awaiting
the release of his highly

anticipated movie 'Brahmastra',
recently opened up on his
favourite performance of his
wife, Alia Bhatt.

Alia, who made her debut
with the 2012 film 'Student Of
The Year', has had quite an
eventful journey in cinema
as she has constantly deliv-
ered terrific performances
one after the other but,
after all these years,
Ranbir's favourite perform-
ance of Alia remains her sec-
ond film, 'Highway'.

Talking about it, Ranbir said in an IMDb
Original video, "She's probably had the best year
any artist has ever had, in the history of actors. She's had
'Gangubai', she's had 'RRR', she's had 'Darlings'. And now she's
going to have 'Brahmastra'.

"The obvious choice would be 'Gangubai', but I actually became a fan
of Alia from her second film onwards, and that was 'Highway'

Rasika Dugal starts
shooting for another

schedule of 'Mirzapur'
Season 3 in Lucknow

Actress Rasika Dugal has started shoot-
ing for the third season of 'Mirzapur' in

the City of Nawabs, Lucknow. Rasika has
received immense love for her portrayal of
Beena Tripathi in both seasons of
Mirzapur and is now all set to reprise her
role for the third season. Rasika says:
"Shooting in Lucknow is always wonder-
ful, the energy and the vibe of the city is
exhilarating. I always look forward to the
'Mirzapur' shoots, feels like coming back
home. I am looking forward to good food

and an amazing shooting experience."
For the two seasons of the said series,

Rasika walked away with praises for em-
bodying the role of a woman from a small
town with the power to change the course
of events in the series. 'Mirzapur' Season 3
also stars Pankaj Tripathi, Ali Fazal,
Shweta Tripathi, Vijay Verma and Isha
Talwar, and is backed by Farhan Akhtar
and Ritesh Sidhwani's production house,
Excel Entertainment.

B
ollywood actress
Kareena Kapoor
Khan, who is a

proud mother to Taimur
and Jeh, has shared some
tips that will come in
handy for expecting moth-
ers.

The 'Jab We Met' ac-
tress shared insights on
nutrition for pregnant
women in the audio-
book 'Kareena Kapoor
Khan's Pregnancy
Bible: The Ultimate
Manual for Moms-To-
Be' along with inputs
from renowned nutri-
tionist Rujuta
Diwekar.

Together, the two
address common
concerns about
maintaining good
health during preg-
nancy, such as how to

eat well, the top three
foods to have in each

trimester, and the exercis-
es that can be included or
avoided.

Sharing her nutrition
routine, Kareena says:
"When I first began work-
ing with my nutritionist
Rujuta Diwekar, she got
me to start the morning
with a banana and I've
stuck to that. It is excel-
lent for your iron and

potassium requirements.
"So, my day always, al-

ways begins with one ba-
nana and five almonds.
This has never changed,
whether or not I'm preg-
nant." The actress gave up
on caffeine while she was
expecting Taimur back in
2016.

Adding further details
about what constituted her
breakfast, Kareena says in
the audiobook: "Breakfast
was typically poha, upma
or two idlis. It is the most
basic Indian diet and I
can't live without it. I
stopped all caffeine during
Taimur's time. My first
pregnancy and all right, I
want it to be 100 per cent
good. "I went mostly caf-
feine free again for my sec-
ond pregnancy. But I did
have half a cup of tea in
the morning. I couldn't do
my morning Chai."

ACROSS

1. Earliest

6. Informed of

10. Roller coaster feature

14. Mrs. Bunker

15. Salon treatment, for short

16. Leer

17. Communion table

18. Financial officer

20. The Grim ____

22. Hawaiian island

23. Boston time zone (abbr.)

24. Onion's kin

26. Sprint

28. Vault

31. "Wow!"

33. Listened to

37. Compass dir.

38. Business owner

41. Is sick

43. Ghostly

44. Extinct bird

45. Famed consumer advocate (2 wds.)

47. Zodiac lion

48. Kind of drum

49. Shakespeare's "before"

50. Sow's chow

51. Dog's cry

54. Of sound mind

56. Discontinue

59. Bank transaction

61. Discover

65. Restored confidence

68. "____ of Two Cities" (2 wds.)

69. Pledge

70. Psychic

71. Showed again

72. Linger

73. Whirlpool

74. Mails

DOWN

1. Terror

2. Motionless

3. Film legend ____ Hayworth

4. Paper fastener

5. Trio number

6. Select

7. Roman tyrant

8. Tire pattern

9. ____ Beach (D-Day site)

10. Baseball's ____ Gehrig

11. Mythical giant

12. Bullring shouts

13. Jaunty

19. Fish delicacy

21. Unlock again

25. Seoul's country

27. Mind
28. Scorches
29. Thai, e.g.
30. Gent (sl.)
32. Multitude
34. Coral island
35. Cowboy show
36. Wilt
39. Wharves
40. Peruse again
42. Agile
46. Shoe parts
50. Sofa
52. Certain parasite
53. Trimmed
55. Advances
56. God of love
57. Well-groomed
58. Computer fodder
60. Require
62. Merit
63. Clothed
64. Perfect scores
66. Reserved
67. Parched
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Too much indulging may leave you with a
headache or stomachache to the point
where you may want to spend most of
today sleeping. The stress of this condition
could cause you to snap at family members
but remember that they weren't the ones
who chose to overindulge. Chill out, get
some rest, and regain your strength. You'll
be back in the real world soon enough.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You like to be honest with those you care
about, but today you're likely to be a bit too
honest. Don't be too quick to take offense
and watch the tendency to be too blunt. If
you temper your honesty with some diplo-
macy, you should get your message across
with a minimum of hurt feelings. You create
win/win situations that way. It's best for all
involved.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

It might feel like your home has turned into
Grand Central Station. Lots of family mem-
bers present, deliveries made and phones
ringing, and you may just want to watch TV
or read a book. This could lead to some
understandable irritation. However, be
your usual polite self. If possible, get a fam-
ily member to screen your callers. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You might have to do a lot of running
around when you probably want to stay
home. Obligations to friends and family
are likely to come up, and even though
you're a bit tired you'll want to help out.
The best plan for today is to get every-
thing done as quickly as possible and
then spend the rest of the day relaxing
alone. You can have it both ways!

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Don't be surprised if lots of people contact
you today. Perhaps you're in the mood to
gossip or neighbors have news of changes
nearby. You should be brimming with ener-
gy, so you can handle it, but you might find
it a bit unnerving if communication gets
too hectic. It's best just to go with the flow
and enjoy situations like this. You can think
about what it all means later.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You could be feeling a bit antsy today and
may want to spend time exercising or try-
ing a new sport or game that you've never
played before. This is great. Ask some
friends to join you, if possible. Don't push
yourself past your limits. This can only
bring exhaustion or injury, and it won't help
your fitness level. Exercise within your lim-
itations and do it more often.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

An exciting communication could inform
you of an advancement opportunity that
you should explore. While you'd be quick
to act under normal circumstances, Leo,
today you might be more cautious. You've
sought recognition for a while, so don't be
too reticent. Don't let your insecurity get
the better of you. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A friend could ask for a loan and you might
hesitate to give him or her the money.
Follow your instincts. The person probably
isn't too savvy about money. You might
want to participate in some group activities,
but don't let people take unfair advantage
of you. You're willing to serve those who
need you but discriminate between those
who do and don't really need your help.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today you're likely to experience a powerful
burst of energy that may temporarily turn
you into a workaholic. Chores may have
piled up around the house that desperately
need to be done. You may want to go
through them like wildfire. You don't have to
do them all at once. Take care of the most
pressing tasks and then relax. The rest can
wait. Ask family members to help.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Frustration may be the word for today,
Scorpio. You could be experiencing a bit
of wanderlust. Distant states and foreign
lands may beckon to you, but circum-
stances could make it hard for you to get
away. There might also be friction with
your partner. Don't get sucked into a
quarrel. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You've probably had a busy week,
Sagittarius, and may feel out of sorts
today. Perhaps you had too much good
food last night, stayed up too late, or
both. It goes against your grain to stay in
and rest, but this is the perfect day to
curl up with a good book. You're going to
want some exercise, but don't overdo it. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

There might be a lot of work to do at
home today. Since certain family mem-
bers are conveniently absent, you may
feel that the burden falls on you. Don't be
a martyr, however. Just do what you can
and leave the rest. Uncertainties about
money could also be on your mind but put
these aside for now. You'll be better able
to deal with them tomorrow.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Kareena
ditched caffeine

when she was
expecting

Taimur

H
imani Shivpuri, who plays
Katori Amma in &TV's
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,

has been one of India's most tal-
ented and brilliant actresses for
over three decades. She has ap-
peared in some of the biggest
blockbusters of all time, and her
superb acting abilities have won
millions of hearts. Himani
Shivpuri has a strong passion for
the theatre, which has brought
her fame, fortune, and recogni-
tion. In a candid interview with
us, the actress discusses her in-
spiring journey as an actress.

How did your journey in
Bollywood as an actress start?

After completing my post-grad-
uation in organic chemistry, I
was set to leave for the United
States for advanced studies. Still,
at the very same time, I got select-
ed for NSD (National School of
Drama). Everyone got annoyed
when I told my family I wanted to
go for NSD. Initially, I had a nega-
tive impression of Bollywood. I
did not want to be in movies. I be-

lieved that Bollywood was where
actresses were expected to show
themselves. I was content doing
plays and theatre till I met my
late husband, Gyan Shivpuri,
who motivated me to do films. I
began auditioning and feel grate-

ful and fortunate to have worked
in great classics such as Dilwale
Dulhaniya Le Jayenge, Pardes,
and Umrao Jaan.

What were the challenges you
faced in taking acting as your
career choice?

I came from a small town in
Uttar Pradesh and then shifted to
Dehradun. At that time, ventur-
ing into the entertainment indus-
try was frowned upon, and no one
took my career choice seriously. I
was often questioned, "Kya nau-
tanki karogi? I had to convince
my family to understand that act-
ing is a serious business and that
one must be formally trained to
be an actor. Hence, I decided to
join the NSD, which took a lot of
convincing. Thankfully, my fa-
ther, Haridutt Bhatt, supported
me. Still, it was not as easy as it
was difficult to explain to my fam-
ily that choosing acting or theatre
as a profession requires certain
skill sets and equally hard work.

Did you ever feel like giving
up on your career?

Honestly, many times after my
husband's unexpected death, I se-
riously considered quitting act-
ing. I wanted to give up every-
thing because I used to feel bad
about leaving my child at home to
go to shows as a mother. Because
we did not have much money, we
had no choice but to work. I recall
one event in Kolkata; we could not
afford to travel, so I breastfed my
child on the train. It is difficult to
forget the stress and difficulty of
those days, rushing to the rest-
room before performances to ex-
press the milk, so the costume
didn't get wet. The point is that
women rarely have it easy,
whether at home or work. The
fact is that women, whether at
home or work, rarely have it easy.
But I learned to never give up and
always stand up against all the
odds of life.

Watch Himani Shivpuri as
Katori Amma in &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, airing every
Monday to Friday from 10:00 to
10:30 PM!

‘I considered quitting acting many times
after my husband’s demise’

B
ollywood star
Anushka Sharma
took to social

media to reveal a glimpse
of 'Chakda Xpress',
which is inspired by the
life and times of women
cricket's all-time greatest
fast bowler Jhulan
Goswami.

In the image, Anushka
is seen recreating a mo-
ment from Jhulan's life.

A thoughtful Anushka
as Jhulan is seen making
an important phone call
while pouring rain beats
down on everything
around her.

She captioned it: "A
moment from a story that
needs to be told!"

Anushka has always
strived to be a perfection-
ist in her career and she
is doing the same for
'Chakda Xpress'. She is

currently prepping be-
fore she starts another
schedule of the film.

The Netflix Film,
which is tracing the glori-
ous journey of one of the
fastest female pacers in
the history of world
cricket, will showcase
how Jhulan moves up the
ladder despite countless
hindrances to fulfil her
only dream: to play crick-
et.

Jhulan went on to cap-
tain the Indian women's
national cricket team and
is a role model for aspir-
ing cricketers in the
country. In 2018, an
Indian postage stamp
was issued in her honour.

She holds the world
record for the highest
number of wickets taken
by a woman in an inter-
national career.

Anushka Sharma reveals
‘moment from a story that

needs to be told’'Kaun Banega Crorepati 14',
Sony Entertainment

Television's prestigious knowl-
edge-based game show will be
hosting yet another "gyandaar,
dhandaar and shaandaar"
'PlayAlong Shukravaar'. Giving
an opportunity to the contest-
ants to participate in the show
through PlayAlong every day,
this Friday, the 9th of
September, the show will be
welcoming Naveen Kumar from
Narnaul, Haryana followed by
Jay Umeshbhai Shah from
Ahmedabad, Gujarat to the hot-
seat after they win at the
Fastest Finger First Round.
While Naveen is the Upper
Divisional Clerk in the Indian

Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), Jay is the Accounts
Officer in Finance Department,
Gujarat Government.
Starting the game on Friday will
be 25-year-old Naveen who
would be invoking host, Mr
Bachchan's curiosity by telling
him about his work at ICMR.
This would be followed by some
interesting conversations
around relatable experiences of
the contestant, like the host and
he sharing the fear of snakes
and both also being fond of
football. The contestant would
also amaze the host by narrat-
ing the incident when he once
had a bucket full of ice cream to
satiate his sweet tooth cravings.

Beyond playing a brilliant game,
Naveen would be talking of how
he started playing PlayAlong
with his mother and through
fate's play got selected to come
and be a part of the show.
Making everyone emotional, he
would be paying tribute to his
father by going into the audi-
ence and touching his father's
feet while also handing him the
cheque for 3, 20 lacs. His father,
who used to sell garlic on a cart
raised his children by encourag-
ing them to have big dreams.
Jay Umeshbhai Shah is a self-
proclaimed KBC fanatic who
has been dreaming of coming to
the show for 22 and a half
years. 

KBC-14 welcomes Naveen and
Jay Umeshbhai to hotseat!
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Bhubaneswar, Sep 08 (PTI):

India have been drawn
with England, Spain and
Wales in Pool D of the FIH
Men's Hockey World Cup,
to be held in Bhubaneswar
and Rourkela in January
next year.

The draw of the 16-team
tournament was held here
on Thursday, with four
teams making up four
pools. The World Cup will
be held from January 13 to
29. Hosts India -- world No.
5 -- are the highest ranked
side in Pool D. They will
face world No.6 England,
whom they have recently
met at the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games,
two-time silver medallists
Spain and Wales.

Spain are ranked eighth
in the world while world
No.16 Wales are playing in
their maiden World Cup.

Pool A is headed up by
world number one
Australia, who got bronze
medal at the last World Cup

in 2018. They were drawn
along with 2016 Olympic
champions Argentina,
France and African cham-
pions South Africa.

Reigning world champi-
ons Belgium are the top
seed and they were drawn
in Pool B along with 2006
winners Germany, Korea
and Japan. Belgium are

ranked second while
Germany are fourth.

Pool C will feature last
edition finalists the
Netherlands, ranked third
in the world, along with
Oceania representative
New Zealand, Malaysia --
playing their ninth World
Cup -- and debutants Chile.

During the draw, India,

Australia, Belgium and
Netherlands were placed
on the first row of their
corresponding pools based
on FIH World Rankings of
June 1.

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, FIH
Acting President Seif
Ahmed, state sports minis-
ter Tusharkanti Behera,
Committee of
Administrators (CoA)
members S Y Quraishi and
Zafar Iqbal were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

We are always very
proud to welcoming the
best hockey teams and
players of the world for
such an outstanding
event," Patnaik said.

FIH Acting President
Seif Ahmed said: We can't
wait to see the best teams
in the world in action in
the new 'jewel' of hockey,
the Birsa Munda Hockey
Stadium in Rourkela,
alongside the iconic
Kalinga Hockey Stadium
in Bhubaneswar." 

Hosts India drawn with England,
Spain and Wales in Pool D of FIH WC Dubai, Sep 08 (PTI): 

India will face reigning
champions Australia and
New Zealand in their ICC
T20 World Cup warm-up
games on October 17 and
October 19 respectively.

The Rohit Sharma-led
Indian side will play both
their warm-up games at
the Gabba in Brisbane.

The International
Cricket Council (ICC) on
Thursday announced the
warm-up fixtures of the 16
teams taking part in the
showpiece event.

While the iconic
Melbourne Cricket
Ground will host the first-
round teams for their
practice matches from
October 10-13, Brisbane's
Gabba and Allan Border
Field will be home to the
Super 12 stage teams from
October 17-19.

The first warm-up fix-
ture will feature two-time
champions West Indies
(2012 and 2016) taking on
United Arab Emirates at
Junction Oval on October

10, with each of the first
round teams to play two
warm-up matches.

Pakistan and England,
winners of the 2009 and

2010 editions respectively,
will cross swords at the
Gabba on October 18.

Sri Lanka, who won the
T20 World Cup in 2014, will

play their two warm-up
games against Zimbabwe
and Ireland on October 10
and October 13 respective-
ly at the MCG.

India to face Australia, New Zealand in
warm-up fixtures of ICC T20 World Cup

New York, Sep 08 (AP): 

This was a match that
would not end. Should not
end, one might say. Carlos
Alcaraz and Jannik
Sinner, two of the bright-
est young stars of men's
tennis, traded shots of the
highest quality and count-
less momentum swings
across five sterling sets for
5 hours, 15 minutes until
Alcaraz finally won the
last point at 2:50 a.m. on
Thursday, the latest finish
in U.S. Open history.

It was only a quarterfi-
nal, no trophy at stake, yet
was as taut a thriller as
this tournament has pro-
duced or, likely, will, a tour
de force of big cuts on the
full sprint and plenty of
guts, a 6-3, 6-7 (7), 6-7 (0), 7-
5, 6-3 victory for the No. 3-
seeded Alcaraz, a 19-year-
old from Spain.

Honestly, said Alcaraz,
who saved a match point
in the fourth set, I still
don't know how I did it.

He reached his first
Grand Slam semifinal and
is the youngest man to get
that far at the U.S. Open
since Pete Sampras won
the title at 19 in 1990.
Alcaraz, who has a chance
to move up to No. 1 in the
rankings next week, will
face No. 22 Frances Tiafoe
of the United States on
Friday.

This match began
Wednesday evening at
about 9:45 p.m. and easily
surpassed the previous
mark for latest time of fin-
ish at the U.S. Open, which
had been 2:26 a.m., shared
by three matches.

After taking the first set,
Alcaraz held five set points
in the second -- but Sinner
saved them all.

New York, Sep 08 (AP): 

About 20 minutes after
Frances Tiafoe earned the
first trip to the U.S. Open
semifinals by an
American man since 2006,
he met up in an Arthur
Ashe Stadium foyer with a
host of friends,
Washington Wizards All-
Star guard Bradley Beal
among them.

Everyone traded hearty
hugs and huge smiles.
Tiafoe shouted, Let's pose
for a dope photo! and they
obliged. As the nine-per-
son line stood together,
someone yelled, Throw up
a Dub!' so Tiafoe and oth-
ers formed a W as in Win
by joining thumbs and
index fingers on both
hands. Tiafoe's girlfriend
ran through the nearby
double doors, jumped into
his arms, gave him a kiss,
then wiped away lipstick
from his mouth.

Most assuredly a show-
man, and someone striving

for years for this sort of
success on big stages,
Tiafoe sure is enjoying the
ride, as are his pals, his
parents and the partisan
fans, who last celebrated a
Grand Slam trophy for a
man from the United States
two decades ago.

Tiafoe managed the
tricky task of following up
the biggest win of his ca-

reer, against 22-time Grand
Slam champion Rafael
Nadal in the fourth round,
with another milestone
victory, beating No. 9 seed
Andrey Rublev 7-6 (3), 7-6
(0), 6-4 behind the backing
of a boisterous crowd on
Wednesday. I love to show
the world what I can do,
said the 24-year-old Tiafoe,
who is seeded 22nd at

Flushing Meadows. I just
want to go out there and
try to give the crowd what
they want and that's me
getting the win. Andy
Roddick, who was in the
Ashe stands Wednesday,
was the last U.S. man to get
to the semifinals in New
York, losing to Roger
Federer in the title match
16 years ago. Roddick also

was the last man from the
country to win any Grand
Slam singles champi-
onship, taking the 2003 U.S.
Open. None of the men left
in the bracket this time has
ever won a major trophy.
Tiafoe's first career Slam
semifinal will come Friday
against No. 3 Carlos
Alcaraz or No. 11 Jannik
Sinner.

Cairns, Sep 08 (AP):

Australia legspinner
Adam Zampa picked up
his maiden five-wicket
haul in one-day interna-
tionals to help the hosts
defeat New Zealand by 113
runs in a low-scoring sec-
ond match in Cairns and
bag the Chappell–Hadlee
Trophy with a game to
spare.

Defending only 196, the
Australian attack kept
New Zealand batters
under a tight leash with
great line and length in
helpful conditions for
bowling, eventually skit-
tling the visitors out for
just 82 in 33 overs.

The early damage to
New Zealand was caused
by seamer Sean Abbott,
who came into the side
after all-rounder Cameron

Green was ruled out due to
the cramps he suffered
during his match-winning
effort in the first ODI.

After Mitchell Starc dis-
missed Martin Guptill in

the opening over of the in-
nings, Abbott sent back
Devon Conway and Tom
Latham in his first over
and conceded only a single
run in his spell of five

overs. New Zealand were
reduced to 14-3 and their
hopes depended heavily on
captain Kane Williamson
but he was out cheaply,
trapped leg before wicket
off a full toss delivery
from Zampa. The legspin-
ner then ran through the
New Zealand middle order
and tailenders to finish
with figures of 5-35.

Earlier, pace duo Trent
Boult and Matt Henry
shared seven wickets be-
tween them to restrict
Australia to 195 for nine
after Williamson won the
toss and opted to field in
the must-win match, hav-
ing lost the first ODI by
two wickets.

Australia's top and mid-
dle order batting crumbled
once again as Boult, who
picked up 4-38, and Henry
reduced them to 54-5.

New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Olympic silver medallist
wrestler Ravi Dahiya has
now set his sights on win-
ning gold medals at the up-
coming World
Championships and the
postponed Asian Games to
be held in Hangzhou, China
next year.

He is currently training
in Russia to prepare for the
World Championships,
which will begin in
Belgrade from September
10. "My only aim in life as a
sports person is to bring
laurels to my country and
my immediate goals are to
win gold medals at the
World Championship and
the Asian Games," Dahiya,
who won the gold medal in
the 57kg category at the
B i r m i n g h a m

Commonwealth Games,
said in a release. The 24-
year-old Indian left for
Russia last month with his
coach Arun Kumar and has
been training with the
Russian wrestlers and
coaches at the academy in
Vladikavkaz, the same
place where Olympic gold
medalist Zaurbek Sidakov
trains. The Indian has put
in some invaluable training
time at the academy and is
raring to face the upcoming
challenges.

"For me, the high expec-
tations of my fans is actual-
ly their love and support to-
wards me and only moti-
vates me to do better. There
is no pressure on me to per-
form," said Dahiya, who
had claimed a bronze medal
in the last World
Championships in 2019.

US Open: Alcaraz wins thriller

Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, runs after the ball to make a return
against Jannik Sinner, of Italy, during the quarterfinals of the U.S.
Open tennis championships, Thursday.

Confident of winning World C’ship
gold, says wrestler Ravi Dahiya

Zampa spins Australia to series win against New Zealand

Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepptt  0088:: Nearly 500
players including 17 Grand
Masters, 17 International
Masters and 2 Women Grand
Masters would be participat-
ing in the Chief Minister
Trophy Chess tournament
being organized under the
aegis of Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Chess Association (CPCA) at
Raipur from September 18 to
28. Addressing a press confer-
ence, the CPCA office-bearers
informed that the prize money
of the tournament would be Rs

35 lakh and added that the
Masters category would have
prize money of Rs 23 lakh and
a trophy whereas the
Challengers category would
be of the prize money of Rs 12
lakh and a trophy for the win-
ner. Nearly 200 International
rated players would be part of
the mega event in which the
players from 16 countries
including Russia, Ukraine,
Georgia, USA, Poland, Iran, Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh would
be participating in the tourna-
ment which would be held in

10 rounds. Last date of regis-
tration for the tournament is
September 12.
CPCA General Secretary Vinod
Rathi informed that Swapnil
Bansod from Maharashtra
would be the Chief Referee for
the tournament whereas
Alankar Bhigade from Bhilai
Steel Plant would be Deputy
Chief Referee. Live Telecast of
the tournament would also be
available at the Chess site and
added that International
Referee Anand Babu from
Tamil Nadu has been entrust-
ed with the responsibility for
the live telecast of the event.
Chess Bais India representa-
tive Nikhilesh Jain would be
giving live commentary on
UTube channel.

Kolkata, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Newly-elected AIFF president
Kalyan Chaubey has some
ambitious plans to develop
women's football, beginning
with reducing the disparity in
salary with their male coun-
terparts.
Chaubey also laid out his plans
to revive some old tourna-
ments including the Santosh
Trophy to have a good supply
chain for the national team.
"We want to have a minimum
salary cap for women foot-
ballers so that there's not
much (salary) disparity with
their male counterparts and
it's at a respectable level. We
also want to make IWL better
than before," Chaubey said at
a press conference here on
Thursday. "We will also try
that there's not much disparity
in the honorarium that a play-

er gets when they represent a
nation. We want to ensure that
their honorarium is also
increased." Chaubey did not
elaborate what he meant by
'honorarium' of the national
team players.
Currently, each of the men's
and women's national team
player gets the same amount
of around USD 30 as daily
allowance per international
match. The financial plight of
the women players was high-
lighted by the iconic Bembem
Devi last year when she
termed the amount as
"peanuts". "Women players do
not get good money while
playing for a club in the IWL.
The club will always tell the
players to take less amount of
money, say Rs 50,000 or Rs
60,000. This amount is peanuts
actually," she had said in
November last.

Australia’s Adam Zampa celebrates with Alex Carey and Ashton
Agar after taking Trent Boult’s wicket. 

Tiafoe 1st US man in US Open semifinals since Roddick in 2006

Frances Tiafoe of the United States celebrates beating Russia's
Andrey Rublev in the quarter-finals.

Iga Swiatek, of Poland, reaches for a return against Jessica Pegula, of the
United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sept 08: Nearly 280 players from
Chhattisgarh on Thursday participated in the
Chhattisgarh State Shooting championship being
organized under the aegis of Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Rifle Association (CPRA) at Mana Battlion here in
the first round of matches. According to the infor-
mation received, the 91 participants exercised their
skills in the 50 Metres Rifle event whereas 37
showed their skills in the 25 Metres event and 129
fired from close distance in the 10 Metres range.
National Rifle Association of India (NRAI)
Observers were present during the entire event.
Manish Giri and Anu Sharma from NRAO in-
formed that the participants are giving their best
performance. It is notable that the championship
would continue till September 13 and the successful
players would be representing Chhattisgarh in the
East Zone and Pre-national event All India GV
Mavlanker Shooting championship.

Nearly 500 players to participate
in CM Trophy Chess tournament
̈ 17 Grand Masters

and 2 Women Grand
Masters to play

Minimum salary cap for
women footballers

Rifle shooting gets underway at
Mana Battalion Range

Naples, Sep 08 (AP): 

Liverpool has a long
way to go to regain the
form that took it to the
final of last season's
Champions League.

Napoli overwhelmed the
English power with three
first-half goals in a 4-1 win
in the opening round of
group play.

Piotr Zielinski convert-
ed a penalty, Andr -Frank
Zambo Anguissa doubled
the lead after the half-hour
mark and substitute
Giovanni Simeone the son
of Atletico Madrid coach
Diego Simeone scored on
his competition debut just
before the break.

Zielinski added another
two minutes after the
break before Luis D az fi-
nally pulled one back for
Liverpool on a counterat-
tack in the 49th.

Liverpool has now failed
to win all four of its visits
to the Stadio Diego
Armando Maradona,
while coach J rgen Klopp
dropped to 0-4 in his career
in Naples. Klopp was sent
off during a loss while
coaching Borussia
Dortmund in 2013, then
was at the helm for
Liverpool defeats in 2018
and 2019.

Ajax beat Rangers 4-0 in
the other Group A match
earlier.

Napoli overwhelms Liverpool
in 4-1 Champions League win

BJP takes swipe at Oppn parties
New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

The BJP on Thursday
mocked the Congress'
"Bharat Jodo Yatra" and
Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar's unity
pitch for the Opposition
as attempts to build their
own political profiles,
and said it is basically an
internal affair of its ri-
vals.

These parties and lead-
ers be it Mamata
Banerjee, Nitish Kumar
or K Chandrashekar Rao
or the Congress have nei-
ther capability nor
strength to form govern-
ment, BJP spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi said,
adding that their efforts
are entirely aimed at
building their own politi-
cal profiles.

"As part of these ef-

forts, the Congress has
also started to build its
own political profile. It
has nothing to do with
the BJP. The Congress is
perhaps trying to show
Nitish Kumar, Mamata
Banerjee, KCR and
Sharad Pawar that it is
present everywhere un-
like them. This is an in-
ternal affair of opposi-
tion parties," he said.

The Rajya Sabha MP
also slammed the
Congress, alleging that it
worked to break all ele-
ments which unified
India, Indianness and
Indian culture with its di-
visive vote bank politics
built around caste, reli-
gion, language and re-
gion.

He also took a swipe at
Janata Dal (United)
leader Nitish Kumar,

who met several opposi-
tion leaders during his
four-day trip to Delhi and
stressed on unity among
non-BJP parties, saying
the number three party
in Bihar is talking of
making a "main front"
against the saffron party.

The RJD and the BJP
are the two largest par-
ties in Bihar. This is
nothing but Kumar's ef-
fort to build his political

profile, Trivedi said.
Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi along with sever-
al party leaders em-
barked on 3,570 km
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' from
Kanyakumari on
Thursday, marking the
beginning of a challeng-
ing journey through
which the party is seek-
ing to reach out to people
and rejuvenate its organ-
isation.

Keran Sector/LoC, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Unskilled and untrained
but sharp like pro, the local
canines known as Gaddi'
dogs are a soldier's best
friends and the first re-
sponders along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Kashmir
as they do a fantastic job of
detecting any suspicious
activity and alerting the
troops of possible infiltra-
tion attempts.

Named after the no-
madic Gaddi' shepherds
who rear them as guard
dogs accompanying flocks
of sheep and goats, this ca-
nine breed is a Himalayan
sheepdog, also known by
various other names in-
cluding Bhotia' or Bangara'
and sometimes called the
Himalayan mastiff.

This local canine is na-

tive to the Himalayan
foothills in eastern Nepal
and Kashmir. The breed is
primarily used as a live-
stock guardian, protecting
flocks from various preda-
tors and as a property
guard. They are also used
to assist while hunting.

These are local, but not
stray dogs, an army offi-
cial said at one of the for-
ward posts on the mighty
Shamsabari range in
Keran sector in Jammu

and Kashmir's
northern district
of Kupwara, as a
black canine kept
pacing along the
fence, the first
tier of the anti-in-
filtration obstacle
system (AIOS).

The official
said while the

Army uses hi-tech equip-
ment for the round-the-
clock surveillance of the
fence with the combina-
tion of men and machin-
ery, the Gaddi' dogs are in-
valuable to the soldiers in
the fight against infiltra-
tion. They pick even the
slightest of the move-
ments. They can sniff or
hear in case there is any
movement. They promptly
raise the alarm and alert
the troops, he said.

‘Confidence level among students of CBSE,
ICSE  higher than those of state boards’
New Delhi, Sep 8 (PTI): 

Confidence level
among students
studying in CBSE
and ICSE schools is
marginally higher
than those enrolled
under state boards, a
new survey has

claimed. The survey was
conducted by the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS) and edtech company
LEAD. A total of 2,807 stu-
dents were surveyed in six
metro cities and as many
non-metro cities spread
across the four major re-
gions of India.

"Thirty-six per cent of
students have indicated
top-bracket confidence lev-
els (81-100)," the survey
claimed, adding that stu-

dents studying in CBSE
and ICSE schools have mar-
ginally higher confidence
than state board students.
"However, in Delhi, the con-
fidence index is marginally
higher for state board stu-
dents," it further said. The
results have been divided
into four categories:
Aspirant, Leader, All-
rounder and Influencer.

"At an all-India level, one
in every two respondent
students is in the all-round-
er segment, with a little
over one-third of students
finding space in the influ-
encer segment.
Interestingly, the trend is
similar in metro and non-
metro cities, although the
size of the influencer seg-
ment in metros (44 pc) is
significantly higher when

compared to non-metro stu-
dents (28 pc)," it said.

The survey took into ac-
count five factors that con-
tribute to confidence-build-
ing in students conceptual
understanding, critical
thinking, communication,
collaboration and exposure
to opportunities. "The
study captures students'
ratings on 20 statements
that focus on activities
done in schools. Activities
were rotated and each
statement was given equal
weightage to eliminate
order bias," the report said.

"Self-confidence in chil-
dren has never been more
important. It is the founda-
tion of all success and
achievement in life. It also
impacts academic motiva-
tion and educational out-

comes," it added.
In terms of region-wise

comparison, west India
(81) has topped the confi-
dence index, while the
south (75) and the east (74)
regions hover near the na-
tional average and the
north (70) region comes
last, the survey said.

Hyderabad has emerged
as the top city in terms of
confidence index with 87
per cent, followed by Delhi
at 80, Mumbai and Kolkata
at 78, Bengaluru at 75 and
Chennai at 71, it added.

"It was also observed
that the confidence index
of students in classes 9 and
10 (75 per cent) is only
slightly higher when com-
pared to students in class-
es 6-8 (74 per cent)," the re-
port claimed.

New Delhi, Sep 08 (PTI): 

The Centre on Thursday
said that about 57,000 cattle
have died so far due to
'lumpy skin disease' across
various parts of the coun-
try and asked affected
states to boost the vaccina-
tion process to control the
disease. Lumpy skin dis-
ease (LSD) is a contagious
viral disease that affects
cattle and causes fever, nod-
ules on the skin and can
also lead to death. The dis-
ease gets spread by mosqui-
toes, flies, lice, and wasps
by direct contact among the
cattle, and through contam-
inated food and water.

The main symptoms are
fever in animals, discharge
from the eyes and nose,
salivation from the mouth,
soft blisters like nodules all
over the body, reduced milk

production, and difficulty
in eating, which sometimes
lead to the animal's death.

"Lumpy skin disease has
spread in 6-7 states, includ-
ing Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh. In Andhra
Pradesh, some cases have
been reported," Union
Minister for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying Parshottam
Rupala told reporters here
at a press conference to an-
nounce IDF World Day
Summit being organised
in India during September
12-15.

Rupala said he has visit-
ed five states to assess the
situation and oversee con-
tainment operations. The
ministry is monitoring the
situation daily. The minis-
ter asserted that 'Goat Pox
Vaccine' is "very effective"

and available, and asked
state governments to speed
up the vaccination process.
Rupala said the situation in
Gujarat has improved,
while the disease is under
control in Punjab and
Haryana. In Rajasthan, the
disease has spread.

The minister said there
has not been any impact on
milk production so far.
Rupala said the disease can
be controlled with an in-
crease in vaccination and
following the protocol for
controlling and containing
the disease. The minister
told states to follow the pro-
tocol of burying dead cat-
tle. Jatindra Nath Swain,
Secretary, department of
animal husbandry and
dairying, said 57,000 cattle
have died so far and out of
that, around 37,000 are in
Rajasthan. He said the

Centre has been regularly
sending the advisories to
the states. One ml of the
vaccine has been advised,
which is good enough,
Swain said, adding that in
high-risk 3ml vaccine is
being given.

LSD has recently spread
in Asia following outbreaks
in the Middle East and
Europe. The disease
emerged in Bangladesh in
July 2019. India too saw the
first case of LSD in the
same year, 2019, in eastern
states, especially West
Bengal and Odisha. But
this year, the disease has
been reported in western
and northern states as well
as in Andaman Nicobar.

India, the world's largest
milk producer, had a cattle
population of 192.5 million
in 2019, as per the 19th
Livestock census.
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JNU VC Shantishree Pandit with Puducherry Speaker Embalam R Selvam and others during Bhoomi Pujan 
ceremony for a tribute wall dedicated to Indian soldiers, at Jawahar Lal Nehru University, in New Delhi, Thursday.

STONE LAYING CEREMONYOnam celebrated with
much pomp and gaiety 

Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 08 (PTI): 

Onam was celebrated
with pomp and gaiety in
Kerala on Thursday after
its celebration in the last
two years were marred by
the COVID-19 pandemic
and related restrictions. In
2018 and 2019 also, Onam
celebrations were damp-
ened by the devastating
floods in parts of the state.

Unlike the previous two
years, people were not con-
fined to their homes and
celebrated Thiruvonam,
whose highlight is the
sumptuous 'sadhya' or
feast, with their loved ones
and friends.

Homes were decorated
with beautiful floral car-
pets called 'pookkolam' of

various designs and
colours, family members
gifted 'onakkodi' (new

dresses) to each other and
several varieties of banana
chips, which Kerala is fa-

mous for, were prepared for
the feast in households
across the southern state.

In villages, people also
put up high swings or 'oon-
jal' in the courtyards of
their homes. Subsequent
to the feast, which com-
prised various traditional
vegetarian dishes, pickles
and desserts that are
served on a banana leaf,
people visited their rela-
tives and close friends and
took part in mass family
gatherings which was not
possible for the last two
years.

There were also displays
of traditional art forms
and games, a part of the
Onam festivities, which
were missing for the last
two years. Onam is a festi-
val connected with the re-
turn of Asura (demon)
King Mahabali, under
whose reign everyone lived
in happiness and equality.

NC president Farooq Abdullah with senior leaders pray at the grave of his father and party
founder Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah on his 40th death anniversary, in Srinagar, Thursday.

DEATH ANNIVERSARY

̈ After a hiatus 
of two years

Devotees take part in a ritual ceremony to welcome people
dressed as Mahabali king Maveli, as part of Onam festival 

celebrations, at Thrikkakara Temple in Ernakulam, Thursday. 

Massive police 
deployment for Ganesh

idol immersions
Mumbai, Sep 08 (PTI):
More than 18,500 police
personnel and officers as
well as other specialised
units will be on duty on
Friday in Mumbai for the
immersion of Ganesh
idols on the occasion of
Anant Chaturdashi.

The festivities this year
were held without COVID-
19 pandemic norms and
several thousand people
are expected to take part
in immersion processions
across the metropolis, an
official said on Thursday.

The immersions will
take place at Girgaon
Chowpatty, Shivaji Park,
Bandra, Juhu and Malad,
apart from 70 natural
lakes as well as artificial
ponds made by the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), he
added.

JNU first in
research, first in
nationalism: VC

New Delhi, Sep 08
(PTI): JNU Vice-
Chancellor Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit on
Thursday reaffirmed
the varsity's commit-
ment to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision
of setting all Indians on
the path to development
and nationalism.

Speaking at an event
at the varsity, Pandit
said, "JNU is first in ac-
ademics, first in re-
search and first in na-
tionalism and in paying
our tributes to freedom
fighters, unsung heroes
of this great nation."

"On the occasion of
Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav, JNU reaf-
firms its commitment
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's para-
digm shift. This para-
digm shift has been in
getting all the Indians
towards development
and nationalism... a vi-
sion with a mission,"
she added.

The Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
vice-chancellor was ad-
dressing the foundation
stone-laying ceremony
of a 'Tribute Wall' to
commemorate the un-
sung heroes of the
Indian Independence.
The Tribute Wall is
being built in collabora-
tion with Chakra
Foundation.

Army’s best friend on the
LoC in Kashmir-Gaddi’ dogs

57,000 cattle died so far from Lumpy Skin Disease
Centre asks states to boost vaccination process
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