
Greetings 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: President
Droupadi Murmu has
extended her greetings to
all citizens on the occa-
sion of Onam, the
Rashtrapati Bhavan said
in a statement on
Wednesday. Onam is a
harvest festival celebrat-
ed especially in Kerala. In
her message, the
President extended her
warm greetings and best
wishes on the auspicious
occasion of Onam "to all
the fellow citizens living
in India and abroad, espe-
cially the brothers and
sisters of Kerala".

Denied 
MMuummbbaaii:: Shiv Sena presi-
dent Uddhav Thackeray
was denied permission to
meet jailed party MP
Sanjay Raut and asked by
authorities to take court
approval for meeting him
in the prison, a senior jail
official said on
Wednesday. Raut, arrested
in early August in a money
laundering case linked to
alleged irregularities in
the redevelopment of a
Mumbai 'chawl' (old row
tenement), is currently
lodged in the Arthur Road
jail in central Mumbai.

Ban
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: There will be a
blanket ban on the produc-
tion, sale and use of all
types of firecrackers in the
national capital, including
on Diwali, till January 1,
2023, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said on
Wednesday. Rai said the
ban extends to online sale
of firecrackers. He, howev-
er, did not clarify when
the restrictions will come
into force.

Survey 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Income-
tax department on
Wednesday conducted a
survey operation against
Delhi-based think tank
Centre for Policy
Research (CPR), official
sources said. The premis-
es of the think tank locat-
ed near Malcha Marg in
central Delhi are being
covered, they said.

Genes 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Scientists at
CSIR-Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology
(CCMB) here have identi-
fied eight genes that
were not known earlier
for their role in human
male fertility.
Approximately, one out of
every seven couples is
infertile worldwide and
male infertility accounts
for about 50 per cent of
these cases. The cases
range from defects in the
male reproductive sys-
tem, deficiencies in
semen quality, and hor-
monal imbalance.
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BRIEF

A family member reacts as 
he pays tribute to victims of
the Delhi High Court blast on
the 11th anniversary of the

incident, in New Delhi,
Wednesday. 
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Raipur, Sep 07: 

The Income Tax
Department on Wednesday
conducted raids at multiple
locations linked to some
businessmen in
Chhattisgarh, police offi-
cials said.

The searches are under-
way since early Wednesday
morning in different dis-
tricts including Raipur and
Raigarh.

Police officials in these
districts confirmed that the
IT teams assisted by the
Central police force are pres-
ent at the premises, includ-
ing offices, of some steel and
coal traders and civil con-
tractors. The nature of the
action being carried out by
the I-T department is not yet
clear, they said. Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
told reporters at the Raipur

airport that he had already
predicted raids by the

Income Tax and the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED). "I had said (that raids
will happen) now ED will
also follow them," Baghel
said when asked about the
action by the IT department.
Commenting on the raids,
Chhattisgarh Congress com-
munication wing's chief
Sushil Anand Shukla al-
leged the Modi government
has been misusing the
Central probe agencies.
"There are reports that raids
are being carried out by I-T
at the premises of some
businessmen. The way the
Modi government is misus-
ing Central investigation
agencies, a slogan 'kednra
sarkar ke teen jamai (sons-
in-law), ED, IT, and CBI' has
become common among
people," he said.

Bengaluru, Sep 07 (PTI) 

Some of the top busi-
ness executives residing in
'Epsilon', a gated commu-
nity in North Bengaluru,
had never dreamt that
they would get a "feel of
Venice" in their locality.

Several tycoons got
stranded in their own
homes due to flooding trig-
gered by two-days of
heavy rains, which also
threw life out of gear in
several parts of the city,
particularly information
technology corridor and
arterial roads.

Home to billionaires,
the starting price of a villa
in Epsilon is at least Rs 10
crore. However, the eye
catching locality near
Nagawara itself turned
into an extension of the
Nagawara lake during the
deluge. High end cars were

submerged, household be-
longings washed away, and
the dwellers of this posh
locality near Manyata
Techpark rode on tractors
and boats with families to
their safety.

Vinod Kaushik, CEO of
a construction startup had
to evacuate his house with

his family in a tractor.
Another evacuee was
Meena Girisaballa, the
Founder and the CEO of
P u r p l e F r o n t
Technologies. She rued
that the entire gated prop-
erty was flooded as the
stormwater drain gushed
into their homes.

Kanyakumari, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Wednesday launched its
nationwide 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra' with the handing
over of the national flag to
Rahul Gandhi.

At the formal launch
rally, senior party leader
Digvijay Singh also
thanked Gandhi for agree-
ing to walk all the way
from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir for the yatra.

The party said that the
handing over of Tiranga
by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and
Chhattisgarh Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
marks the onset of the
biggest political move-
ment in India since inde-
pendence. Baghel said
those who supported the
British are now spreading
poison in the country.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI) 

India is keen to
strengthen its partner-
ship with Russia on
Arctic subjects and there
is immense scope for co-
operation in the field of
energy as well, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Wednesday and re-
iterated support to all
peaceful efforts to end the
Ukraine conflict.

In an online plenary
session address at the
Eastern Economic
Forum, being organised
in the Russian city of
Vladivostok and also at-
tended by Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
Modi said India has been
emphasising the need to

adopt the path of diploma-
cy and dialogue since the
beginning of the Ukraine
conflict. "We support all

peaceful efforts to end this
conflict," the prime minis-
ter said. He also said
Russia can become an im-
portant partner for the
Indian steel industry
through the supply of
coking coal and there was
scope for good coopera-
tion in the mobility of tal-
ent.

"Indian talent has con-
tributed to the develop-
ment of many developed
regions of the world. I be-
lieve that the talent and
professionalism of
Indians can bring about
rapid development in the
Russian Far East," he
added. Referring to India's
ancient doctrine
" V a s u d h a i v a
Kutumbakam", Modi said,

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a Rs
27,360-crore scheme for the
development of over 14,000
schools across the country
as PM Schools for Rising
India (PM-SHRI), which is
expected to benefit 18.7
lakh students.

Under the scheme, over
14,000 schools, including
Kendriya Vidyalayas and
Navodaya Vidyalayas as
well as schools run by state
governments and local bod-
ies, will be strengthened to
emerge as PM-SHRI
Schools, Union ministers
Dharmendra Pradhan and
Anurag Thakur told re-
porters after the Cabinet
meeting.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
the scheme on September 5

on Teachers Day to up-
grade and modernise exist-
ing schools from amongst
those managed by the cen-
tral and state governments,
as well as local bodies. The
total project cost would be
Rs 27,360 crore for five

years, of which the central
share would be Rs 18,128
crore. The government ex-
pects this scheme to benefit
18.7 lakh students and these
schools will be monitored
vigorously to assess
progress and understand
the challenges faced in the
implementation of the new
National Education Policy
(NEP), 2020. "PM SHRI will
provide high-quality educa-

tion in an equitable, inclu-
sive and joyful school envi-
ronment that takes care of
the diverse background,
multilingual needs, and dif-
ferent academic abilities of
children and makes them
active participants in their
own learning process as
per the vision of NEP 2020,"
said Pradhan, who is the
Education and Skill
Development Minister.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The income tax depart-
ment on Wednesday con-
ducted raids in multiple
states as part of a pan-India
tax evasion probe against
certain registered unrecog-
nised political parties
(RUPP) and their alleged du-
bious financial transactions,
official sources said.

At least 110 locations in
Gujarat, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana and
some other states are being
searched, they said.

The tax teams are being
assisted by police.

An I-T team was seen at
an office of a lawyer in the
Mayur Vihar area, as part of

this operation. A coordinat-
ed action has been launched
by the department against
certain RUPPs, their pro-
moters and linked entities to
probe the source of their in-
come and expenditure, the
sources said. Some other in-
stances of political funding
through alleged illegal
means are also being inves-
tigated as part of the action,
they said. The surprise ac-
tion is understood to have
been taken by the depart-
ment on a recent recommen-
dation of the Election
Commission (EC) which re-
cently struck off at least 198
entities from its list of RUPP
after they were found non-
existent during physical ver-
ification. The poll panel had
announced that it was tak-

ing action against more
than 2,100 entities, cate-
gorised as RUPP by it, for
flouting rules and election
laws, including those related
to filing of monetary contri-
butions, failing to update
their address and names of
office bearers. It had said
some of these parties were
indulging in "serious" finan-
cial impropriety.

According to the poll
panel, it acted after chief
electoral officers (CEOs) of
states reported that these
RUPP either were "non-exis-
tent" on verification or the
letters issued by authorities
to verify their addresses and
communication details had
been returned as undeliv-
ered by the department of
posts.

Kota (Raj) Sep 07 (PTI): 

There are no plans to
merge engineering en-
trance exam JEE and med-
ical entrance exam NEET
with the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET), Union Minister of
Education, Skill
Development and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Dharmendra Pradhan said.

University Grants
Commission Chairman
Jagadesh Kumar had last
month said in future JEE
and NEET will be merged
with the CUET.

"Merger of NEET, JEE
and CUET is currently a
concept, a thought and the
government has not yet de-
cided upon it in principle,"
Pradhan said while inter-

acting with students, mostly
hailing from his home state
Odisha, of Allen Career
Institute in here during his
one day visit to the city on
Tuesday.

There is no proposal of
merging NEET, JEE with
CUET and it will take at
least two years to decide
upon the concept of a merg-
er of the three exams and to
conduct a combined test,
Pradhan said while asking
the students not to be afraid.

On the increasing content
in books from class 9 on-
wards so that students do
not have to consult other
books for competitive
exams preparation,
Pradhan said the new books
under the New Education
Policy-2020, would come out
in the next two years.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

A five-judge Constitution bench
of the Supreme Court on
Wednesday said it will hear on
September 27, an application of
Uddhav Thackeray-led faction
seeking to restrain the Election
Commission from deciding on
the claim of Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde-led
group over the "original" Shiv
Sena party. The bench headed
by Justice DY Chandrachud said
it will pass directions indicating
the timeline for hearing all
other issues emanating from a
batch of petitions filed by both
the sides related to power of
speaker/deputy speaker and
governor in relation to the polit-

ical crisis which had happened
in Maharashtra few months
back. The bench was hearing
pending cases related to the
crisis that led to the fall of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment in the state. As the
matter was taken up for hear-
ing, senior advocate Neeraj
Kishan Kaul, appearing for the
Shinde faction, told the bench
also comprising Justices MR
Shah, Krishna Murari, Hima
Kohli and PS Narasimha that
the opposite side has filed an
intervention application in their
matter seeking to restrain the
poll panel from taking any deci-
sion. He said the Election
Commission of India (ECI) can-
not be prevented from taking
any decision and earlier, the
top court had refused to stay
the proceeding before the poll
panel.

I-T raids at business
premises in Chh’garh

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel told reporters at the Raipur airport
that he had already predicted raids by the Income Tax and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED). "I had said (that raids will happen)
now ED will also follow them," Baghel said when asked about the
action by the IT department. Commenting on the raids,
Chhattisgarh Congress communication wing's chief Sushil Anand
Shukla alleged the Modi government has been misusing the Central
probe agencies. "There are reports that raids are being carried out
by I-T at the premises of some businessmen. The way the Modi gov-
ernment is misusing Central investigation agencies, a slogan 'ked-
nra sarkar ke teen jamai (sons-in-law), ED, IT, and CBI' has become
common among people," he said.

The searches are underway since early Wednesday morning in dif-
ferent districts including Raipur and Raigarh. Police officials in
these districts confirmed that the IT teams assisted by the Central
police force are present at the premises, including offices, of some
steel and coal traders and civil contractors. The nature of the action
being carried out by the I-T department is not yet clear, they said.

‘Already predicted raids’

Raids in Raipur and Raigarh

BENGALURU RAINS

Floating luxury cars, biz 
executives on tractors rush to safety

Vehicles wade through the waterlogged Outer Ring Road after
heavy monsoon rains, in Bellandur, Bengaluru, Wednesday.

‘India to strengthen partnership
with Russia on Arctic subjects’

PM Narendra Modi addresses 
the plenary session of the 7th
Eastern Economic Forum, in

Vladivostok, Russia, via a video
message from New Delhi. 

Congress launches Bharat Jodo Yatra
̈ Baghel hand over

Tiranga to Rahul 

CM Bhupesh Baghel hands over the national flag to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi during the launch of nationwide Bharat Jodo
Yatra, in Kanyakumari. 

CChheennnnaaii:: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday paid floral tributes to his

father and former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at the latter's memorial in

Sriperumbudur near here ahead of the 'Bharat Jodo Yatra', and said he lost his

father to "hate and division" and does not want to lose his country. The Wayanad

MP, who had arrived here on Tuesday night, began the day by offering tributes

to the former prime minister and sat in a silent prayer in his memory.

Lost my father to ‘hate and division’:  Rahul

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday
said the tricolour belongs to
every religion, state and lan-
guage, but it is under attack
today by the BJP and the RSS
that are dividing India on lines of
religion and language. Speaking
at the launch of the Bharat Jodo
Yatra at a rally here, he said
every single institution of the
country is under attack as he
sought the support of people to
help keep the country united.

‘Tricolour under
attack by BJP, RSS’

JOY OF SUCCESS

PAP recruits celebrate after their passing out parade at Punjab Armed Police (PAP)
campus, in Jalandhar, Wednesday.

SC on Sep 27 Uddhav’s
plea to restrain ECI

̈ From deciding on
‘real’ Shiv Sena claim

‘No plans to merge
NEET, JEE with CUET’

I-T raids unrecognised political
parties across India

Development Of Over 14,000 PM-SHRI Schools

Cabinet approves Rs 27,360-cr scheme

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan with I 
& B Minister Anurag Thakur
briefs the media on Cabinet
decisions at National Media

Centre, in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a policy for long-term
leasing of railway land for the PM Gati Shakti programme, which
the government said will help set up 300 cargo terminals and gen-
erate 1.25 lakh jobs. The new policy will help provide land lease
for a longer period of up to 35 years as against five years at pres-
ent, Union Minister Anurag Thakur told the media after the cabi-
net meeting. With an employment generation potential of about
1.25 lakh jobs, the policy will also bring more revenue to the
Railways; 300 cargo terminals will be developed in five years. The
new policy will enable the integrated development of infrastruc-
ture and more cargo terminals.

‘Policy on long-term leasing of railway land’

BSP’s URM and
Merchant Mill create

new daily records

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  0077:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant has been producing world
class quality rails for Indian
Railways for over six decades as
per desired specifications, qual-
ity, profile and length. As Rail
makers to the Nation, SAIL's
Bhilai Steel Plant has been an
integral part of the day to day
operations of the Indian
Railways, the National Carrier.
SAIL-BSP has rolled out the de-
sired volume, quality and length
of rails to meet the changing re-
quirements, year after year,
progressively improving stan-
dards to roll out world class rails
as per stringent specifications
of the Indian Railways. The Rails
produced by SAIL/BSP traverse
the length and breadth of our
Country.

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Universal Rail Mill (URM) creat-
ed a new daily record by pro-
ducing 3027.6 T Prime rails on
September 04, 2022 surpassing

the previous record of 3026 T
on March 16, 2022. Also, 300
numbers of 130 m Rails were
rolled in Universal Raill Mill,
creating a new daily record on
September 04, 2022 surpassing
the previous record of rolling
271 numbers of 130 m rails.
97.2% acceptance by RITES
was given during Rail inspec-
tion, breaking the previous
record of 96.2% acceptance on
February 04, 2022.  

BSP's Merchant Mill has cre-
ated a new daily record by pro-
ducing 1,968 Tonne 65 mm an-
gles, breaking the previous best
record of 1,915 Tonne 65 mm
angles on September 02, 2022.
Anirban Dasgupta, Director In-
charge, Bhilai Steel Plant and
Anjani Kumar, Executive
Director (Works) congratulated
the URM and Merchant Mill col-
lective for the achievement and
also conveyed their best wishes
to the  associated departments
like SMS 2, SMS 3,T & D, RCL
and RITES. 

NCOA passes resolution for strategic
merger of steel sector PSUs

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 07: Apex or-
ganization of executives of
public sector steel under-
takings - SEFI has been em-
phasizing on restructuring
and strategic merger, in
place of indiscriminate pri-
vatization and disinvest-
ment of PSUs. SEFI had
passed a resolution for
strategic merger of PSUs
in the steel sector in its
meeting held on April 04,
2021 in New Delhi.

They are demanding for-
mation of a Mega Steel
PSU under the Ministry of
Steel by strategic merger
of RINL, SAIL, Nagarnar
Steel Plant, NMDC,
MECON etc. Based on the
SEFI resolution, the topic
of strategic merger of
steel sector PSUs was dis-
cussed in the Lok Sabha on
December 15, 2021.

Steel Sector PSUs have
not only created employ-
ment through steel plants
in different places of the
country in the last six
decades but have also done
overall development of
their surrounding area

through health, education,
infrastructure and CSR ac-
tivities.

Today, the well-educated
and capable class, known
as "middle class" in the
country, basically flour-
ished due to such public
undertakings and became
the reason for the econom-
ic, educational progress of
the country. There is a dire
need to save this inclusive
model of development so
that a strong citizen can
build a strong nation. The
steel sector has played an
important role in nation
building in the last 60
years.

National General
Council meeting of the

National Confederation
Officers Association
(NCOA) was held in Goa
on September 03 and 04.
After a detailed discussion
on this subject by all the
public sector officers asso-
ciations, the NGC unani-
mously approved the reso-
lution passed by SEFI. A
detailed discussion was
held about the benefits of
formation of a mega steel
company by strategic
merger of all the PSUs in
the steel sector and the
proper utilization of the
national wealth in the na-
tional interest.

It needs to be mentioned
here that in the steel sector,
apart from SAIL, compa-

nies such as Rashtriya
Ispat Nigam, MECON,
Nagarnar Steel Plant,
MOIL, FSNL, etc are work-
ing under the Ministry of
Steel. Merger of these
PSUs can create a huge
steel producing company.
Thereby, the resources
available with these indi-
vidual companies can be
used more efficiently,
thereby enabling the pro-
posed mega PSUs to be
very productive and prof-
itable.

NCOA meeting was at-
tended by representatives
of public sector compa-
nies. They appreciated the
efforts being made to re-
vive the PSUs like BSNL

and MTNL. They strongly
opposed the proposed pri-
vatization of other PSUs
and the possible national
loss from this move.

In this meeting, a de-
mand was made to end the
discrimination arising due
to higher tax burden on
public sector employees as
compared to central gov-
ernment employees. It
needs to be mentioned
here that the Central
Government employees
enjoy tax benefits on EL
Encashment, car loan, edu-
cation loan, home loan, etc,
whereas public sector em-
ployees do not get the same
tax exemption.

NCOA has demanded
from PSEB and the Central
Government to increase
the eligibility for the post
of Director of Public
Sector from the present 12
candidates to 24 so that the
availability of eligible per-
sons can increase for many
vacant posts.

NCOA felicitated its two
former office bearers for
their appointment as CMD
in public undertakings.
NCOA expressed concern

over the delay in the ap-
pointment of higher posts
in the public sector and ap-
pealed to the PSEB to com-
plete the process of ap-
pointment within a rea-
sonable time period.

NCOA office bearers in-
formed in the meeting that
the Supreme Court has re-
served its decision on their
case regarding EPS 95
higher pension. Under the
banner of NCOA, all offi-
cers associations had chal-
lenged the decision of DA
Freezing in the Gauhati
High Court.

NCOA appealed to the
Central Government to im-
plement Third PRP in all
the undertakings so that
the employees could get fis-
cal benefits. NCOA
President Alok Rai,
General Secretary VK
Tomar, Patron K Ashok
Rao, SEFI Chairman
Narendra Kumar
Banchore, SEFI General
Secretary Abkash Malik,
SEFI Joint Secretary KBD
Prasad, SEFI member SS
Katam Chandrarao and
others attended the 
meeting.
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Demands IT benefits for PSU officers at par with Central Govt officers 
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Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat
and its Sarkaryawah
Dattatreya Hosabale on
Wednesday held meetings with
the Sangh’s national office-
bearers to chalk out plans for
the upcoming national coordi-
nation meeting of the organisa-
tions inspired by the RSS, its
functionary said. Similar meet-
ings in view of the preparations
for the coordination meet will
continue to be held till
September 9, he said.

The three-day Akhil
Bharatiya Samanvay Baithak
(national coordination meet-
ing) of the office-bearers of
various outfits inspired by the
RSS will be held in the
Chhattisgarh capital from

September 10. It will also be
attended by Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) president J P
Nadda, he said.

Ahead of the annual coordi-
nation meeting, RSS chief
Bhagwat and Sarkaryawah
(general secretary) Hosabale
have been holding discussions
with the Sangh office-bearers
here at Jainam Manas Bhavan
from Wednesday for its prepa-
rations, he said without
divulging the details about it.

These meetings will contin-
ue to be conducted till
September 9 and on the same
day Sunil Ambekar, Akhil
Bharatiya Prachar Pramukh of
the RSS, will brief the media
about the three-day coordina-
tion meeting, he said. After the
coordination meeting ends on
September 12, Ambekar will

brief about discussions and
outcome of the coordination
meeting where media entry is
not allowed, he said.

This is for the first time that
an all-India coordination meet-
ing of the RSS-linked bodies
will be held in Chhattisgarh
where the Assembly elections
are scheduled next year.

“The coordination meeting
will share the information
related to activities of the
respective organisations,
besides discussing coordinated
efforts on topics related to
environment, family awareness
and social harmony,” the func-
tionary said.

Issues related to education
and ideological sectors, econo-
my, social and national securi-
ty will also be discussed, he
added.

RSS chief holds deliberations
with Sangh office-bearers 

Ahead of national coordination meet

Raipur, Sep 07:

Chhattisgarh Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
chaired the meeting of the
State Level Committee of
the Health and Family
Welfare Department in
connection with the works
to be done from the 15th
Finance Commission-
health grants under the
National Health Mission
at Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here today
through video conferenc-
ing.

The meeting discussed
in detail the proposals for
the construction of build-
ings for health centers
functioning without build-
ings in rural areas of the
state and the establish-
ment of health and well-
ness centers and urban
polyclinics in urban areas.

Similarly, under the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare, it was pro-
posed to purchase medi-
cine and lab equipment
through CGMSC.
Secretary (Health)
Prasanna R. was also pres-
ent at the meeting.

In the meeting, a propos-
al was approved for the
construction of buildings
for primary health and
community health centers
operating without build-
ings in the view of the ex-
pansion of healthcare fa-
cilities in rural areas.

Similarly, the proposal to
set up urban health and
wellness centers per 15
thousand population in all
urban bodies was dis-
cussed in detail.

Secretary (Urban
Administration) Alarmel
Mangai D., Mission
Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandeepan along
with representatives of
Rural Development,
Urban Administration
Department, panchayats,
and urban bodies attended
the meeting.

Raipur, Sept 07:

Half centuries from
Rishabh Tiwari and
Shashank Singh helped
the host Raipur to regis-
ter a 30 runs win
against Bhilai Steel
Plant (BSP) in the
Senior T-20 Inter
District Elite Group
Tournament being or-
ganized under the aegis
of Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS) at
Naya Raipur-based
International Cricket
Stadium here. Put into
bat first, Raipur team
managed to score 196
runs losing just 6 wick-
ets. Rishabh Tiwari
scored maximum 66

runs from just 48 balls
with the help of 6 fours
and 2 sixes whereas
Shashant Singh scored
63 runs from just 33
balls with the help of 6
sixes to put the team in
a commanding position.

All rounder Vishal
Kushwaha gave finish-
ing touch to the inning
with a quick fire 23 runs
from just 9 balls with
the help of 3 sixes and a
four. Shakib Ahmed was
the most successful
bowler for the BSP team
claiming three wickets
whereas Dev Aditya
Singh and Jivesh
Bhutte also claimed one
wicket each. Chasing
the target of 197 runs

for victory, the BSP
team could score just
166 runs to lose the
match by 30 runs.
Shakib Ahmed re-
mained unbeaten on 39
runs from 22 balls
whereas Sangeet Singh
(34 runs) and Amandeep
Khare (27 runs) also
made valuable contribu-
tion but failed to ensure
victory for the team.

Shubham Agrawal
claimed 2 wickets for
Raipur whereas Sumit
Ruiker, Gagandeep
Singh and Shashank
Singh also claimed one
wicket each for the team
in a 30 runs win. Raipur
secured four points
from the match.

Meeting of state-level committee
constituted under NHM heldRishabh-Shashank half centuries seal

victory for Raipur in T-20 match

Raipur, Sept 07:

Ahead of the sched-
uled visit of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
President Jagat Prakash
Nadda on Friday, the cen-
tral leader co in-charge
of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh Nitin
Nabin on Wednesday
reached Raipur.

Lok Sabha members
Sunil Soni from Raipur
and Santosh Pandey
from Rajnandgaon were
among the senior leaders
who welcomed him at
Raipur Airport here.
Nabin held discussion
with them about the sta-
tus of preparations

being made by the party
to make the proposed
visit of Party President
JP Nadda a grand wel-
come.

Party leaders said that
the General Secretary in-
charge of party affairs D
Purandeswari too would
be reaching on Thursday
to join the mega road
show of Party President
on September 9. It is no-
table a series of pro-
grammes including the
convention of party
workers would be held
on Friday apart from
holding meeting with
senior leaders before re-
turning back to New
Delhi in the evening.

BJP co in-charge Nitin 
Nabin reaches to oversee
Nadda’s visit to Ch’garh

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0077::  IT Investigation
Wing took action against tax
evaders and this time has tar-
getted the Iron-Steel, Power
and Civil Contractors in the
state. It was since Wednesday
morning that IT team conduct-
ed raid and searches in 30
establishments at 6:00 am.

IT sleuths first conducted
search at the residential prem-
ises of Director SKA Steel and
Power Limited- Sunil and
Susheel and Anil Agrawal in
capital city, along with factory
and office in Labhandi. Along
with this they also conducted
search at the residence and
office of Farm Roll Gold
Developer and businessman
Amolak Singh Bhatia. Another
team of IT officers conducted
search on Kedia Steel
Corporation and residence of its
Directors. SKA Steel and Power
Ltd related to Steel and Power
sector are also running Lingraj
Steel Urla and Jorwar Ispat

Siltara. They are also having
business in Raigarh and so the
search and raid was conducted
in 8-9 establishments of the
Group including residential
premises here on Wednesday.

The search and raid apart
from Raipur were also conduct-
ed in Bilaspur, Kharsia and
Raigarh simultaneously. The
team had reached Raigarh and
Kharsia on Tuesday itself. After
Raipur, Raigarh is the other city
where action on large number
of establishment was taken.

Statement from the Directors
related to sales- purchase
records is also being taken by
the IT team members.

RRaaiidd  iinn  aabboouutt  oonnee  &&  hhaallff
ddoozzeenn  uunniittss  iinn  cciittyy::

Highest of around one & half
establishments where search
and raids were conducted
include capital city Raipur and
its industrial area viz. factories
in Urla, Siltara and Birgaon and
office at Labhandi and La-Vista
residential premises, office in
Bhaisthan, residential units in

Choubey Colony, one in
Swarnbhoomi, one in
Aishwarya Kingdom.

CCaasshh  ooff  mmoorree  tthhaann  33  ccrr  ffoouunndd::
In the search and raid being

conducted in the residential and
office premises of the groups,
the IT team has found cash
worth above Rs 3 crore. It is
being tallied with the books of
account and then the seizure
will be done. The lockers found
in the search have been sealed.

The gold and other jew-
elleries found in the residence is

being checked with the books
of account record and then its
valuation will be done.

SSaalleess--  ppuurrcchhaassee  rreeccoorrddss
bbeeiinngg  aannaallyysseedd::

Apart from the search in the
factories and offices, the IT
team is also checking the sales
and purchase through comput-
ers. 

Apart from this the raw
material available in the factory
and finished products are also
being cross-checked. One of the
main points IT department is to
check the investment made by
these groups.

TTeeaamm  ooff  220000  ooffffiicceerrss
iinnvvoollvveedd::

In this IT survey and raid,
officers from MP and
Chhattisgarh were present.
There was team of more than
200  officers who were conduct-
ed searches and raids in 30
establishments together and
for their help force of more than
100 persons was deployed.

IT conducts search, raids against 30 establishments

 Related to Steel, Power and Contractors business
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Raipur, Sep 07: 

“Youth is the future of
society and has enormous
power to shape a better
world. They should chan-
nelize their energy in the
right direction to renew
and refresh the current sta-
tus of society and play an
important role in support-
ing society’s progress by
staying connected with

their roots”, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

Baghel was addressing
the district coordinators of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
(RYMC) at his residence of-
fice here late on Tuesday.
He said adding that there
should be an important ini-
tiative from the govern-
ment to connect not only
the women groups but also
the interested young entre-
preneurs or individuals to
the rural industrial parks
set up in state-run
Gauthan. Here they can be
indulged in various in-
come-generating activities.
This will help in creating
job opportunities as well as
boosting the income of

rural and unemployed
youth. Chief Minister
Baghel further said that the
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
(RYMC) scheme has been
started in Chhattisgarh
state to realize former
Prime Minister Late Shri
Rajiv Gandhi’s dream of
‘Modern India’. The objec-
tive is to harness the youth
power to build ‘Nava
Chhattisgarh’ (New
Chhattisgarh). Mr. Baghel
also laid special emphasis
on making these clubs
more active. He asked to
pace up the work of forma-
tion of these clubs in vil-
lages. The youth will play
an important role in pro-
moting culture and sports

in the state besides ensur-
ing that the benefit of wel-
fare schemes reaches the
target population. Chief
Minister’s Advisor Pradeep
Sharma, Parliamentary
Secretary Shakuntala
Sahu, Parliamentary
Secretary Kunwar Singh
Nishad, MLA Devendra
Yadav, MLA Ramkumar
Yadav, and MLA Vinay
Bhagat also addressed the
district coordinators. On
this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Dr. Rashmi Ashish Singh,
MLA Purushottam
Kanwar, and district coor-
dinators of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club from across the
state were present.

CM calls upon youth 
to channelize their energy 

 In the right direction 
and play an important
role in renewing current
status of society

 CM addresses 
the district coordinators 
of RYMC

Raipur, Sep 07: 

A large scale cycle
rally was taken out from
Marine Drive, Raipur
this morning with the
message of ‘Sahi
Poshan, Desh Roshan’
and ‘Gadbo Suposhit
Chhattisgarh’ under the
leadership of the
Minister of Women and
Child Development,
Anila Bhedia. Organized
under Nutrition Month,
this cycle rally was or-
ganized by Women and
Child Development in
collaboration with
UNICEF.

In this rally organized
for nutrition awareness,
State Women’s
C o m m i s s i o n
Chairperson Dr.
Kiranmayi Nayak, MLA
Dharsiwa, Anita
Yogendra Sharma,
UNICEF State Chief Job
Zakaria and a large
number of members of

UNICEF, NSS, Ryders
Group and Anganwadi
workers participated.
The cycle rally covered a
radius of about 5-6 kms
and culminated again at
Marine Drive.

On this occasion,
Bhedia flagged off the
nutrition awareness
chariot and adminis-
tered the oath to make
the society malnutrition
free. Bhedia said that
during the nutrition
month, nutrition related
awareness campaign is
being run in the entire
Chhattisgarh. Through
this campaign, efforts

are being made to spread
the message of nutri-
tion, health and cleanli-
ness to the people. She
said that the Mukhya
Mantri Suposhan
Abhiyan, which was run
for the eradication of
malnutrition in the
state, has yielded posi-
tive results. People’s co-
operation is necessary
for the eradication of
malnutrition, so that our
state is well nourished at
the earliest.

Appealing to the citi-
zens, Dr. Nayak said that
take care of the nutri-
tion of women and chil-

dren, only then our state
will be healthy. It is note-
worthy that with the ob-
jective of bringing down
the level of malnutrition
and anemia significantly
and to realize the con-
cept of well-nourished
India, ‘Poshan Abhiyan’
is being operated from
the year 2018.

Under this, every year
September is celebrated
as National Nutrition
Month in the form of a
mass movement for ef-
fective behavioral
change related to health,
nutrition and sanitation
to the masses.

Cycle rally held for nutrition awareness
 W&CDD Minister Bhedia,

Women’s Commission

Chairperson Dr. Nayak

and MLA Anita Sharma

participated in 

nutrition awareness rally

Raipur, Sep 07: 

‘Aadya Mahalakshmi
Jan Ashirwad Yatra’,
Raipur will be inaugurat-
ed by MLA  Satnarayan
Sharma and
Gaurishankar Agrawal on
September 8, 2022 at 9:30
am at Swarnabhoomi
Kachana. Massive enthu-
siasm is there among the
common people for Rath
Yatra. National Senior
Vice President of Akhil
Bharatiya Agrawal
Sammelan, Ishwar Prasad
Agrawal, State Chairman
Hanuman Prasad
Agrawal, National
Secretary, Parmanand
Jain, State President,
Santosh Agrawal, State
Rath Yatra in-charge
Satpal Jain and
Vishambar Agarwal, State
Youth President, Pramod
Jain and District
President, Sanjay
Agarwal NR informed

that the inaugural pro-
gram of Rath Yatra in
Raipur will be held on
September 8, 2022 at
Swarnabhoomi, Kachana,
Raipur, in which Chief
Guest of the function will
be Mr. Satyanarayan
Sharma, MLA Raipur
Rural and special guest
will be Mr. Gaurishankar
Agrawal, former Speaker
of Vidhan Sabha,
Chhattisgarh. The pooja
archana of Rath Yatra

will be held in
SwarnaBhoomi. After
pooja archana and recep-
tion, this  yatra will reach
Ashoka Ratan, Shankar
Nagar Chowk, Anupam
Nagar, Avantibai Lodhi
Chowk, Narayana
Hospital, Sindhu Bhawan
at 2:00 PM and will pass
through  Namaste Chowk,
Station Road Gurudwara,
Bhainsthan Underbridge,
Maruti Lifestyle and
Agrasen Bhawan,

Tatibandh. The Rath
Yatra was welcomed in
Bhilai and Khursipar
with processions,
tableaux and cultural pro-
grams. The yatra will end
on September 9, in which
the chief guest will be the
Chief Minister of the
state, Bhupesh Baghel, in-
forms a release issued by
Parmanand Jain,
National Secretary, Akhil
Bharatiya Agrawal
Sammelan.

‘Aadya Mahalakshmi Jan Ashirwad Yatra’ to be inaugurated today

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0077:: In a cabinet
meeting held under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his official
residence here today, a
Chhattisgarh State
Hydropower Project (Pump
Storage Based) Establishment
Policy 2022 has been approved
to encourage investment in
establishing pump storage
based hydropower projects in
the state. At the initial phase,
07 sites have been selected by
Generation Company for the
establishment of pump stor-
age-based hydropower proj-
ects of about 10 thousand MW
capacity. Among the selected
sites, a study will be conducted
to establish the project in
Korba, Jashpur, Surguja,
Gariaband, Dhamtari and
Balrampur districts. A large
number of coal-based power
generation projects are being
set up in the state due to the
availability of coal. For the sta-

bility and smooth operation of
any power system, there
should be a proper ratio of
thermal power generation
capacity and hydropower gen-
eration capacity. 

At present, the share of
hydropower generation capaci-
ty in the state’s power system
is not according to the ideal
factors required. There is a
need to pace the development
of hydropower generation proj-
ects in future.

Under the Chhattisgarh
State Hydropower Project
(Pump Storage Based)
Establishment Policy 2022, the
Chhattisgarh State Power
Generation Company Limited
has been designated as the
nodal agency for the establish-
ment of a pump storage-based
hydropower project. A
Feasibility Report and Detailed
Project Report (DPR) will be
prepared by the Nodal Agency
for the selected project sites.

Seven hydropower 
projects of 10000 MW capacity

to be establishedRRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0077:: National
Deworming Day will be observed in
the state on September 9. All chil-
dren and adolescents of age one
year to 19 years will be given
deworming medicine in Anganbadi
centers, government schools,
health centers, private aided
schools and technical education
institutions. Providing
anthelmintic medication to chil-
dren and adolescents is essential
for good health, better nutrition,
access to regular education and
enhanced quality of life. Deputy
Director of Infant and Child Health
Program Dr. VR. Bhagat informed
that a target has been set to pro-
vide anthelmintic medicine to 85
lakh 27 thousand children and ado-
lescents in the state (age group of
one to 19 years). He said that 400
mg of anthelmintic drug
(Albendazole) would be adminis-
tered by teachers in schools and
Anganbadi workers at Anganbadi
centres. Mop-up day will be organ-
ized on 14th September in which
medicines will be administered to
children and adolescents who
could not get the deworming med-
icine. This will improve their health

and nutritional status, prevent ane-
mia, boost intellectual develop-
ment and improve the school atten-
dance. Teachers and Anganbadi
workers will give anthelmintic
medicine (Albendazole) to children
in following manner- half a tablet
(grinded) to children of age one
year to two years, one tablet
(grinded) to children of age two to
three years, one tablet (chewable)
to children of age three to five
years. Children of age five to 19-
years can take the tablet with
water.  Dr. Bhagat has informed
that the use of anthelmintic medi-
cine is completely safe for children
and adolescents. Children may
experience some common side-
effects such as nausea, vomiting,
diarrhoea, mild abdominal pain and
tiredness due to worms in the body.
In addition, children who have
acute worm infestation usually
may also experience some tempo-
rary side-effects, which can be eas-
ily taken care of in school and
Anganbadi centres. If these symp-
toms are found in children and ado-
lescents, they should be given
clean drinking water and kept
under supervision.

National Deworming Day
to be observed on Sep 9

Raipur, Sep 07:  

An initiative was taken
by the IEEE SB of Kalinga
University. The main in-
tention of the workshop
was to train science school
teachers of rural areas
nearby our campus. The
training was planned in a
different way. Students are
often taught by traditional
bookish methods for un-
derstanding any science
related topic. This work-
shop had an aim to suggest
holistic ways for teaching
concepts related to science

and make the teaching
learning process effective
in schools. Total 49
Government school teach-
ers from Abhanpur Block
have registered and at-
tended the event. Mr. M.
Minj, BEO, Abhanpur was
present as chief guest for
the event on 3rd Sep, 2022.
Dr. R. Shridhar, Vice
Chancellor has given an
insight on workshop and
its importance towards
NEP 2020. M. Minj also en-
couraged the participants

and explained the impor-
tance of such events.

Event Coordinator Dr.
Vijayalaxmi Biradar, IEEE
KU Mentor has explained
the participants about the
complete procedure of
this workshop and how
marks will be allotted to
each team on completion
of the task. Anup Kumar
Jana & Sarat Chandra
Mohanty, IQAC Members
have made all the partici-
pants to prepare the mod-
els on Hydraulic Lift,

Hydraulic Press and
Mechanical hand using
unused materials. All
teams have actively partic-
ipated and prepared their
model and explained the
science behind them.

The complete event was
conducted in offline mode
on 3rd September, 2022.
The venue of the event
was Auditorium, Kalinga
University. Both the days
were covered by presenta-
tions as mentioned in the
schedule followed by

hands-on exercises. All the
participants have shown
their involvement
throughout the workshop.
IEEE volunteers have co-
ordinated the event quite
efficiently to make the
event successful. Finally,
the event received a grand
success as participants ex-
pressed very positive view
on the event and have
shown their interest for
such events in future.
Participants have also re-
quested to conduct such
events on a regular basis
in order to make them up-
dated with latest tools for
teaching science holisti-
cally.

The complete workshop
was sponsored by R10
IEEE Educational
Activities Committee and
IEEE Madhya Pradesh
Section.

One-day workshop on ‘Holistic Science Teaching’ held
 For school teachers

located in rural areas; 

organized jointly under

the IQAC of Kalinga

University and 

IEEE Student Wing

Raipur, Sep 07: In the cab-
inet meeting held under
the chairmanship of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office on
Tuesday, the departmental
proposal to set up 810 MW
(DC) / 675 MW (AC) capaci-
ty solar power plants was
approved to energize agri-
cultural feeders by solar
energy under Component-
C of Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Urja Suraksha and
Utthan Maha Abhiyan
(PM Kusum) scheme. By
energizing agricultural
pumps with the help of
solar energy, farmers will
also receive renewable
solar energy in addition to
the electricity they are get-
ting for the operation of
agricultural pumps.

Therefore, at the time of
availability of solar ener-
gy, the operation of agri-
cultural pumps will be
done with solar energy
and if solar energy is not
available, the electricity
available at present will
continue to be available. At
present there are 577 agri-
cultural feeders in the
state, on which 1,75,028
agricultural pumps are in-
stalled. Under the scheme,
a solar power plant of 810
MW DC (675 MW AC) ca-
pacity will be set up on
government land and agri-

cultural land to solarize
the above 577 feeders, for
which the agricultural
land of the farmers will be
kept for 25 years with the
consent of the farmers.
The land  will be taken on
lease for which farmers
will be paid Rs 30,000 per
acre every year, along with
an increase of 6 percent
per annum in the afore-
mentioned amount of the
said lease. It is worth men-
tioning that the solariza-
tion of agricultural pumps
will also have positive im-
pacts on the environment
as solar energy will be uti-
lized as a renewable source
of energy which will also
help curtail carbon emis-
sions due to the burning of
coal to produce energy.

Agricultural feeders to be 
energized through solar power

 Proposal approved
for setting up solar
power plants of 810
MW DC capacity

Bilaspur, Sep 07: 

Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal paid a
courtesy call on Vice
President of the Republic
of India, Jagdeep
Dhankhar on September 6.
The Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal, expressed his
heartfelt happiness and
congratulated the Vice
President, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, on assuming
the responsibility of the
Vice President’s post.

On the occasion of this
courtesy call, the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal, presented the
book edited by himself to
the Vice President,
Jagdeep Dhankhar, on the
life of Lord Birsa Munda,
a great freedom fighter

and a symbol of tribal
pride. The book, “Birsa
Munda: Janjatiya Gaurav”
has been dedicated to Lord
Birsa Munda’s noteworthy
contribution to the free-
dom struggle movement
and his high moral ideals.

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar was informed
in detail about the positive
efforts being made in

Guru Ghasidas University
for the overall successful
implementation of the
National Education Policy
2020. The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal gave de-
tailed information about
the progress being made
in various areas academ-
ics, research and innova-
tion by the university. He
said that a proposal has

been prepared for a state-
of-the-art facility at a cost
of Rs. 1000 crs to promote
the development of ideal
sports facilities in the uni-
versity which will estab-
lish the state of
Chhattisgarh, in the com-
ing times, at the national
and international level in
the field of sports.

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar expressed the
hope that the various in-
frastructure development,
research, and sports activ-
ities going on in Guru
Ghasidas University
would make the university
move forward with vigor
in the academic field.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal requested
the Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar for
continuous guidance for
the development of the
university.

V-C Prof. Chakrawal meets Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar

Raipur, Sep 07: MATS
Law School (MLS) organ-
ized “Utthanam-2022”, an
induction program for
newly admitted students
in various law
Programmes of MATS
Law School at Aarang,
Raipur for the Academic
Session 2022-23. The pro-
gram was organized on
September 5, 2022
(Tuesday) in the
University Conference

Hall for the newly admit-
ted students of
B.A./B.B.A. LL. B, LL.B.
and LL.M Courses (batch
of 2022 Batch). Parents,
students, members of
management committee
and HODs were present in
the program.

Prof. (Dr.) Brijendra
Singh Yadav (Dean, MLS)
inaugurated the program
by lighting the ceremonial
lamp. At the outset of pro-

gram, Prof. (Dr.) K.P. Yadav
introduced students about
background of the college,
infrastructure, academic
status and achievements.
He further stressed that
the college shall leave no
stone unturned for raising
the academic standard of
the students. Mr.
Gokulananda Panda in his
address, welcomed the stu-
dents. He urged the stu-
dents to utilize their time

in best way to achieve the
desired goals in their lives.
Students were asked to in-
culcate library culture to
achieve heights in their ca-
reer. He also appealed to
the faculty members to im-
bibe ideals for making stu-
dents good citizens apart
from providing quality ed-
ucation. The event was
well coordinated by Mrs.
Janani Sivamani (Asst.
Professor, MLS), Mr. Vijay
Patil (Asst. Professor,
MLS) & other faculty mem-
bers of the MATS Law
School. Chancellor, Gajraj
Pagariya and Director
General, Priyesh Pagariya
also welcomed the stu-
dents and wished them
success in their future en-
deavours. The event ended
with vote of thanks by Mr.
Prashant Kumar (Asst.
Professor, MLS).

MATS Law School organised ‘Utthanam-2022’
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Dantewada, Sep 07:
National Deworming Day
will be organized on 9th
September 2022 as per the
instructions of the state
government in
Dantewada district.
Children aged 1 to 19
years will be given worm
medicine.

All children, adoles-
cents and adolescent girls

in the district will be
given a dose of anti-worm
drug Albendazole. All the
employees have been
trained for the said cam-
paign and medicines and
essential materials have
been made available at the
block level.

For the successful oper-
ation of the campaign, an
inter-departmental coor-
dination meeting has
been held jointly with the
Education Department,
Health Department and
Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department.

In the said campaign, vi-
tamins will be given by the
Anganwadi workers in all

the Anganwadi centers
and Albendazole medicine
will be given to the chil-
dren in the schools and
the missed out children
will be given medicines
during the mop up round
on 14th September 2022.

Chief Medical Officer
and Health Officer Dr RL
Gangesh has given in-
structions to all the Block
Medical Officers to com-
plete all the preparations
for the successful imple-
mentation of the said
campaign and appealed to
the general public of the
district to extend their
support in giving de-
worming medicine to chil-
dren on the said day.
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Chakarbhata, Sep 07: The
chief guest of Teacher's
Day programme organised
at Anurag Vidya Mandir
was KK Kaushik- President
Anurag Bal Kalyan Samiti
(ABKS) Bodari and it was
chaired by Manjula
Kaushik and special guest
Shewata Upadhyay and
Smita Kaushik lighted the
traditional lamp before the
photo of Goddess
Saraswati and Dr S.
Radhakrishnan.

On this occasion the stu-
dents of the School applied
'tilak' to the teachers and
welcomed them with a
flower bouquet and felici-
tated them with 'srifal' and
a diary and sought their
blessings. The students pre-

sented variety of colourful
cultural programmes. On
this occasion the senior
teachers expressed their
views and wished bright fu-
ture for all the students. On
this occasion special guest
KK Kaushik in his address
said that it is by kindling
the brightness of 'educa-

tion' that all teachers can
spread this knowledge of
truth and wisdom and in
this teachers play a 
vital role.

Head Mistress of the
School Manjula Kaushik
said that the role of a
teacher in a person's life is
very important and it is not

necessary that this teacher
belongs to your school or
college or can be other edu-
cational institutions, but a
teacher always work as
torch-bearer, friend and
parent for every student. To
make any society better, a
teacher plays a very im-
portant role.

In this programme, KK
Kaushik, Manjula
Kaushik, Shewata
Upadhyay, Smita
Kaushik, teacher Manju
Sharma, Durgesh Vyas,
Suman Sriwas, Soni
Bhargav, Anju
Dewangan, Subhadra
Dhruv, Bharti Sriwas,
Sarla Tiwari, Renu
Krishnani, Janhavi
Burman, Manju Thakur,
Preeti Gupta, Rajkumar
Verma, Anusheela

Kaushik, Vaidehi Shinde,
Bhagwat Rao and other
teachers and students of
the School were present.
The programme was con-
ducted by Drugesh Vyas
and vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Bharti Sriwas.
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Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Sep 07: On oc-
casion of Teacher's day, dis-
trict-level teacher's felicita-
tion programme was or-
ganised at DIET Pendra's
auditorium. In this 18
teachers were felicitated
with shawl and srifal and
cash prize. On this occasion
15 retired teachers were
also felicitated.

President Nagar
Panchayat Pendra Rakesh
Jalan was the chief guest of
the felicitation programme
and it was chaired by
Janpad Panchayat
President Marwahi Pratam
Singh Maravi. State Youth
Commission's member
Uttam Vasudev, President

Janpad Panchayat
Pendra Asha Bablu
Maravi, Nagar
Panchayat Pendra
former President
Iqbal Singh were the
special guests.

Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary
on this occasion fe-
licitated 9 teachers
selected for
M u k h y a m a n t r i
Gaurav Alankaran
Yojana and present-
ed them with shawl,
srifal and citation
certificates and cash
prize of Rs 5000 each.

The three teachers select-
ed for 'Gyandeep Award'
were also presented with
shawl, srifal and certificate
and cash prize of Rs 7000

each. Here six teachers
were felicitated with the
award of Best Teacher and
were presented with shawl,
srifal and citation certifi-
cate and cash prize of Rs

1000 each. In this pro-
gramme 15 retired teachers
were also felicitated.

The teachers felicitated
with 'Shiksha Doot' award
included Mahipal Singh

Kanwar, Manish Routel,
Sawara Nisha, Chain Singh
Marka, Aditi Sharma,
Sulochana Choudhary, NK
Jaiswal, Biran Das Lahare,
Likhan Singh Paikra.

For the 'Gyandeep
award' teachers viz. Faizan
Ahmed Siddique,
Purshottam Das Agrawal,
Ramesh Kumar Jangde
were presented with the
honour. For the award of
Best Teacher- KL
Dhritlahare, PK Pandey,
DS Paikra, DP Meshram,
Rai Singh Aayam, Ram
Pyare Verma were felicitat-
ed. In the felicitation pro-
gramme, Colletor and pub-
lic representatives present
also addressed the gather-
ing including students and
teachers.

Saplings planted in schools and in HBC

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Sep 07: On oc-
casion of Teacher's Day,
plantation programme
was organised at many
places on Monday. Under

this plantation was done
by 'Paryavaran
Sanrakshan Samiti (PSS)
of Housing Board Colony
(HBC) and all those who
planted the saplings took a
pledge for its safety and
care. In Gram Kunda,
members of PSS planted
the saplings and apart
from this, saplings were

planted in the Schools in
Pandaripani, Birkona,
Khamaria, and others.

In Kasturba Gandhi res-
idential school, the stu-
dents and teachers planted
the sapling on teacher's
day and the students were
given information about
the importance of plant-
ing of saplings.

BS&G hold blood
donation camp

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Sep 07: On oc-
casion of Teacher's day,
District Association of
Bharat Scout & Guides
(BS&G) organised mega-
blood donation camp at
District Hospital here on
Monday.

In this Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary do-
nated blood and motivated
people to take part in this
sacred work of blood dona-
tion in large number.

On this occasion CHMO,
District Health officer
Manoj Rai, Civil Surgeon
Dr Kaushal Prasad, Block
Programme Manager
Arvind Soni and others
blood donors were present.

Teacher’s Day celebrated at Fisheries Polytechnic

Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Sep 07: The
teacher's day was celebrat-
ed on occasion of birth an-
niversary of former
President of India and
Educationist Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan at Dau
Shri Vasudev Chandrakar
K a m d h e n u
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(DSVCKV) in Durg on
Monday. The students ap-
plied 'tilak' to all the teach-
ers and sought their bless-
ings and this programme
was organised by students
of first and second year of
Fisheries Polytechnic
Dhamdha.

On this occasion the
Principal Fisheries
Polytechnic Dhamdha
(Durg) Dr N Sarang,
Roopchand Dheewar (ex-
fish farmer), teacher
Tameshwar, Uma Ratre,
Devati Jaiswal, Kasti

Prerna Devrai, Omkar
Sahu were felicitated by
the students.

Dr N Sarang in his ad-
dress said that 'Guru' is the
second teacher after 'moth-
er', who provides good edu-
cation and makes us better
citizen and therefore
'Guru' has always being re-
spected right since ancient
times in the Indian cul-
ture.

The programme was
conducted by Sakshi

Tripathi- a second year
student. On this occasion
students of first and sec-
ond year expressed their
views on teacher's day.
Roopchand Dheewar, ex-
fish farmer also extended
greetings to students on
occasion of teacher's day
and gave information
about the practical edu-
cation related to fish-
eries, which the students
of II -year obtained from
East fisheries circle.

Vaibhav Chourasia-
circle expansion officer
also extended greetings
to all the teachers and
shared his experience of
last 8 years. Tameshwar
cited a story about the
importance of 'Guru' and
'shishya' to the students
present. Uma Ratre said
that the way a craftsman
moulds and give shape to
the soil, in the same way
the teacher make life of a
student more valuable.

Devati Jaiswal gave
meaning of the prayer'
G u r u b r a h m a ,
Guruvishnu...' in details
to the students. Kasti
Prerna Devraj extended
greetings to teachers,
Principal and students
on occasion of teacher's
day and added that it is
the knowledge which
makes a person's life
worth living and takes
him or her to live life in a
better way and bring
changes in the life of oth-
ers as well.

In the end of the pro-
gramme Tameshwar pro-
posed vote of thanks and
expressed gratitude to all
the students, teachers
and staff of Fisheries
Polytechnic for success-
ful programme. On this
occasion Kailash Das
Manikpuri, Sumit Sahu,
Ashutosh Dubey,
Indrakumar Motilal
Markande, Rupa Sonkar,
and other employees and
students were present.

p Deworming 
medicine to be
given to the left
out children on
September 14

p On occasion of
Teacher’s Day

p In Dhamdha
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On occasion of Teacher’s day

Eighteen teachers felicitated in Pendra
At district-level Teacher’s day function

Teacher's day celebrated in ABKS with enthusiasmNational Deworming Day on
Sept 9th in Dantewada district

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Sep 07: Recently,
the Central Chronicle
newspaper had promi-
nently published the news
about the cases of stray
dogs biting on rise to the
common people in Bijapur
Municipality area. The ef-
fect of which is now visi-
ble in Bijapur's urban
areas, as the Collector
Bijapur Rajendra Kumar
Katara directed the CMO

Municipality Banshilal
Nureti to take prompt ac-
tion after stray dogs biting
common citizens in the
urban areas. Keeping in
view the security, CMO
Nureti has taken action
and directed to catch the
stray dogs with help of
municipal employees and
released them in remote
forests. Work is being done
to catch stray dogs on a
war-footing in all the
wards of the municipality.

Municipality starts action
against stray dogs

Quick action on coming to the notice 
of stray dog bites in urban areas

Administrative Changes in CU
BBiillaassppuurr,,  SSeepp  0077:: Dr. Anil Kumar Chandrakar, Associate
Professor, Department of Chemical Engineering, has been
appointed, till further orders, In-charge Officer of the Legal
Cell in place of Abhideep Tiwari, Assistant Registrar,
Administration Section (In-charge Officer), in addition to his
present responsibilities for smooth operation of various ad-
ministrative arrangements of the Legal Cell of Guru Ghasidas
Central University. This order will be effective immediately.
This order has been issued by the Administration Section.

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, Sep 07:
Counseling for admission
to 3 vacant seats in class
6th in Eklavya Model
Residential Schools in
Lata development block
Pendra and Nevasa devel-
opment block Gaurela, is
going to be conducted
from 11 am to 1 pm on
Friday, September 9.

The Assistant
Commissioner Tribal
Development said that
One seat for boy and one
for girl in English
Medium School at Lata
and one seat for girl in
English Medium School
Nevsa are lying vacant
after announcement of
results of written selec-
tion test for admission in
Class 6th in the academic
session 2022-23.

Counseling has been
conducted in the office of
Assistant Commissioner,
Tribal Development
Gaurela for admission in
vacant seats. For appear-
ing in counseling, exami-
nation results can be ob-
served by attending the
office of Assistant
Commissioner, Tribal
Development, Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi during
office hours.

Counseling for admission 
in vacant seats on Sep 9
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ONAM CELEBRATIONS

Caparisoned elephants take part in Pooram procession as part of Onam festival celebrations, at Thrikkakara
Temple in Ernakulam, Wednesday.

RELIGIOUS RITUALS

Saints perform rituals to offer prayers to Lord Swaminarayan on Jal Jalani Edkashi, in
Surat, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Lifer
 New Delhi: A court

here has sentenced a
man to life imprison-
ment in a murder case
while ruling out the
death penalty, saying
that the offence did not
fall into the category of
rarest of rare cases.
The court on July 26
convicted the accused
holding that it was a
case of culpable homi-
cide, with such knowl-
edge that the injury
being inflicted could
have caused death in
normal circumstances.

Convicted
 Thane: A Thane court

has convicted a man
for harassing a minor
girl and sentenced him
to imprisonment for
the time he has already
spent in jail during the
investigation into the
case and trial. The 24-
year-old accused has
been in jail for two
years, seven months
and 10 days.

Bail 
 Mumbai: A court

here on Wednesday
granted bail to actor
Kamaal R Khan, popu-
larly known as KRK,
in the 2020 case of con-
troversial tweets about
actor Akshay Kumar
and filmmaker Ram
Gopal Verma. On
Tuesday, another
court here had grant-
ed bail to him in a mo-
lestation case of 2021.

Extend
 Asansol: A special

CBI court in Asansol
on Wednesday extend-
ed the judicial remand
of senior Trinamool
Congress leader
Anubrata Mondal, ar-
rested by the central
agency in connection
with its probe in a cat-
tle smuggling case, by
another 14 days. The
court rejected a bail
petition of Mondal,
the Birbhum district
president of the ruling
party of West Bengal.

Suicide
 Kanpur: A 32-year-old

PhD student at IIT-
Kanpur allegedly died
by suicide in his hostel
room, police said on
Wednesday. Prashant
Singh, who was pursu-
ing PhD in mechanical
engineering, hanged
himself on Tuesday
night, Police
Commissioner B P
Jogdand said, adding
no suicide note was re-
covered from the room.

Portals close
 Dehradun: The por-

tals of Hemkund
Sahib, one of the most
revered Sikh shrines in
Garhwal Himalayas,
will be closed from
October 10 for the win-
ter season. Vice-presi-
dent of the Hemkund
Sahib Management
Trust Narendra Jeet
Singh Bindra made the
announcement on
Wednesday.

Alia Bhatt poses for photos
during a press conference
for the promotion of her

upcoming film Brahmastra:
Part One - Shiva, in New

Delhi, Wednesday.

W orld Physiotherapy
Day also known as

World PT Day is observed
on the 8th of September
every year. The day is an
opportunity for physio-
therapists from all over
the world to raise aware-
ness about the crucial role
their profession plays in
making and keeping peo-
ple well, mobile and inde-
pendent. The day marks
the unity and solidarity of
the global physiotherapy
community. Every year a
new theme is chosen to
focus the profession’s at-
tention and this year 2022
theme will focus on
Osteoarthritis and the role
of Physiotherapists. Many
people do not recognize
the contribution physio-
therapists make in keep-
ing people healthy and in-

dependent. The main ob-
jective of this day is to ac-
knowledge the work that
physiotherapists do for the
public and patients.

Physiotherapy is such a
treatment technique in
which the muscles are ac-
tivated through exercise.
This means that if you
have pain in any part of
your body and you do not
want to take medicines,
then there is no need to
worry. Through physio-
therapy, you can overcome
your pain without taking
medicine, but for this it is
necessary to take the ad-
vice of a physiotherapist.
In today’s hectic life, it is
most important to take out
some time for your partici-
pation and physiotherapy

is very important to stay
physically fit and active.

Senior Physiotherapist
Dr Avula Prasad explains
that if someone has suf-
fered a serious injury dur-
ing an accident or sports
or is a patient of paralysis,
then after treatment, phys-

iotherapy has played an
important role in making
many parts of his body ac-
tive. You must have seen
that like a trainer in any
sport, his physio also
works with the team and

makes the player physical-
ly fit. Players are able to
give good performance
only with the enthusiasm
and hard work of a physio.
Usually we get many types
of injuries during work.
We call these work related
injuries.

Tennis Elbow and
Golfers Elbow

Both Tennis Elbow and
Golfer’s Elbow are forms
of epicondylitis, an in-
flammation of tendons
that attach to the elbow.
Tennis Elbow affects the
lateral, or outside, epi-
condyle. Golfer’s Elbow af-
fects the medial, or inside,
epicondyle. There is such
a pain in the elbow which
is on the outside and on
the inside. According to
Dr. Chauhan, this hap-
pens due to overwork of
the muscles and the rea-
son for this also more fric-
tion of the elbow.

Carpal tunnel syndrome
Carpal tunnel syndrome

is caused by pressure on
the median nerve. The
carpal tunnel is a narrow
passageway surrounded
by bones and ligaments on
the palm side of the hand.
When the median nerve is
compressed, symptoms
can include numbness, tin-
gling, and weakness in the
hand and arm. This prob-
lem is usually caused by
sitting at the computer for
a long time. When we use
the keyboard and mouse
more, it causes faster reg-
istering of the thumb and
fingers. This pain occurs
due to pressure on the
nerve inside the wrist.

Physiotherapy in 
pregnancy

Physiotherapy in preg-
nancy is an effective prac-

tice to reduce painful
symptoms such as lower
back pain, pelvic pain and
involuntary urination.
Different exercises are
done in this, so that there
is no problem in delivery.
Physiotherapy is also
given to women before and
after delivery.

Back pain problem
The main symptom of

back pain is an ache or
pain anywhere in the
back, and sometimes all
the way down to the but-
tocks and legs. Some back
issues can cause pain in
other parts of the body, de-
pending on the nerves af-
fected. If you always have
the problem of severe
back pain, then you can
also get it treated through
physiotherapy. It gives
great relief in pain.

Physiotherapists play crucial role in keeping people physically fit and active
World Physiotherapy Day Today

It is possible to treat 
various problems

through physiotherapy

Kanyakumari (TN), Sep
07 (PTI): Ahead of the
launch of its ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ on Wednesday, the
Congress said it is a turn-
ing point in Indian politics
and marks a “new begin-
ning”. Former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi
took part in a prayer meet-
ing at Rajiv Gandhi memo-
rial in Sriperumbudur
Wednesday morning.

“I lost my father to the
politics of hate and divi-
sion. I will not lose my
beloved country to it too,”
he said in a tweet later.

“Love will conquer hate.
Hope will defeat fear.
Together, we will over-
come,” he said. He is
scheduled to attend an
event at 4:30PM in
Kanyakumari where
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin,
Rajasthan’s Ashok Gehlot
and Chhattisgarh’s
Bhupesh Baghel will be

present. Stalin will pres-
ent a national flag made of
khadi to Gandhi who will
hand it over to Seva Dal
workers who will manage
the Yatra throughout.
“September 7 2022. A day
when India’s oldest politi-
cal party will launch the

longest padyatra ever un-
dertaken. It is a sombre
day, a day for quiet reflec-
tion and renewed resolve,”
Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said
in a tweet. “This is a turn-
ing point in Indian poli-
tics. It marks a new begin-

ning,” he said. With the
launch of the 3,570 km
Yatra at a mega rally here,
the Congress is seeking to
flag economic disparities,
social polarisation and po-
litical centralisation,
while attempting to make
gains in what it often de-
scribed as battle of ideolo-
gies.

After the event at the
Mahatma Gandhi
Mandapam where Stalin
will be present, Rahul
Gandhi and other
Congress leaders will walk
to the seaside venue of the
rally where the yatra will
be formally launched.

Sources said a message
from the Congress presi-
dent could be read or a
video message from her be
shown at the event. Sonia
Gandhi’s mother passed
away recently in Italy.
Both she and party gener-
al secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra are abroad.

* Cong ahead of start of ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’

‘Turning point in Indian politics’

A Congress supporter waves a party flag ahead of the
launch of Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Kanyakumari, Wednesday. 

KKoorraappuutt//BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr,,  SSeepp  0077::
“His grace Anadi Jaganath
Prabhu (Amarnath Singh) was a
polite, Noble and humble per-
son with soft spoken sweet
words and submissive attitude.
He was a star in the spiritual
horizon of ISKCON and an epit-
ome of intellectual transforma-
tion to spiritual realization and
humanitarian service”. Stated
all Gaudiya Sanyashi and
ISKCON devotees attending the
Smruti Samaroha at Anadi
Jaganath Prabhu as guests of
honour at Gandiya Matha prem-
ises of Sunabeda recently. ‘He
was a pure and simple soul try-
ing to push the spiritual welfare

and the kind of devotee care
and devoted entire his life in
krishan consciousness’ told
Prof. Dr. Sarat Kumar Palita,
Vice-Chancellor of Central
University, Koraput. A souvenir
of ‘Memories of a Vaishnava’
the life sketch of Anadi
Jaganath Prabhu was released
at the Samaroha. A vast proces-
sion covered the entire city of
Semiliguda and Sunabeda by
the devotees and dwellers of
Semiliguda town uttering the
slogan ‘Amaranath Singh Amar
Rahe.  Among others the
Samaroha was attended by Sri
Srimad Bhakti Bichar Bishnu
Goswami Maharaj, Tridandi

Swami Bhakti Alok Pabitra
Maharaj, Tridandi Swami Bhakti
Saran Paramarthi Maharaj,
Tridandi Swami Bhakti Pramod
Nirjyabara Maharaj, Sripad Hari
prabhu and Tridandi Swami
Bhakti Prasad Aranya Maharaj
from Puri, Tridandi Swami
Bhakti Dayati Radhanti Majaraj
from Brundaban dham, Sripad
Ramachandra Prabhu from
Phulbani, Sripad Binod Bihari
Prabhu and Sripad Sibanda
Prabhu from Brahmapur, Sripad
Ramachandra Prabhu from
Phulabani, Sripada Jayaram
Prabhu from Sunabeda, Sripada
Patita pabana Prabhu from
Kunad, Sripad laxminarayana

Prabhu from Sunabeda HAL,
Eminent writer Pandit
Gangadhar Nanda, Koraput
MLA Raghuram Padal, Jayepore
MLA Tara Prasad Bahinipati,
Sunabeda Muncipal Chairman
Rajendra Kumar Patra, SCITAM
Secretary Laxman Kumar Rout,
Project Head of HAL Tushar
kumar Patra, Eminent social
activist and writer Dr. Jhanshi
Singh, NYP Odisha Head
Madhusudan Das, Eminent
Social worker Dr. Mamata, for-
mer Administrative Officer of
Paradeep Port Adwaitya Nath,
Educationist Kranti Singh,
HDFC Chennai Vice-President
Lopamudra Singh, Rajiv Jha,
and many more intellectual per-
sonalities were attended the
Samaroha. 

His grace Anadi Jaganath
Prabhu was the son of Eminent
Bhudan & Sarvodyaya Leader,
Educationist poet and writer
Krushna Singh and he was the
Son-in-law of eminent
ISKONITES of Malaysia Dr.
Shantirupa dd and Tattva vit
Das and Husband of eminent
ISKONITE Smt. Bruda
Tharumaraj. 

Anadi Jaganath Prabhu memorial prog organised 

Asansol/Kolkata (WB),
Sep 07 (PTI): The CBI on
Wednesday morning raid-
ed several residences of
West Bengal minister
Moloy Ghatak in connec-
tion with its probe into a
coal smuggling scam, an
officer said.

Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
sleuths conducted raids at
three houses of Ghatak in
Asansol in Paschim
Bardhaman district and
one in Lake Gardens area
of Kolkata.

The agency, aided by a
huge contingent of cen-
tral paramilitary person-
nel, conducted searches in
these properties in con-
nection with the scam.
Women officers were also
part of the team.

“As his name surfaced
in the coal smuggling
scam, we need to find out
what was his role in it. We

have evidence of Ghatak’s
involvement in the scam,”
the CBI officer told PTI.

Ghatak was not present
in any of his residences
when the raids took place.

The CBI sleuths took
away mobile phones from
the state law minister’s

family members and
made them sit in one room
in his Asansol houses, he
said.

The entire areas around
Ghatak’s residences were
surrounded by central
forces when the raids took
place.

*Coal Smuggling Scam

CBI officials leave State Government Ministers Quarters
after conducting a raid at the residence of West Bengal
Minister Moloy Ghatak with their probe into the alleged
coal smuggling scam, near Raj Bhavan in Kolkata,
Wednesday. 

CBI raids Bengal minister Ghatak’s residences

Mansukh Mandaviya

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  0077  ((PPTTII))::

There has been a threefold
increase in the number of
Central Government Health
Scheme (CGHS) wellness
centres and the cities cov-
ered by such centres have
grown from 25 in 2014 to 75
now, Union Health Minister c
said on Wednesday. 

This is in line with vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to provide easily acces-
sible healthcare services

closer to the communities, he
said after virtully inaugurat-
ing a CGHS wellness centre in
Silchar in Assam.

“In a significant achieve-
ment to strengthen the coun-
try’s health infrastructure
and accessibility to CGHS
services, there has been a
threefold increase in the
number of Central
Government Health Scheme
(CGHS) wellness centres. The
cities covered by CGHS well-
ness centres have grown
from 25 in 2014 to 75 now,”
he said.

Mandaviya reiterated the
commitment of the central
government to providing eas-
ily accessible quality health-
care services to the benefici-
aries. He stated that the new
CGHS centre at Silchar will
provide healthcare services
to serving and retired central
government employees resid-
ing not only in Silchar but
neighbouring districts of
Karimganj and Hailakandi.

‘Threefold rise in number
of CGHS wellness centres’

BJP’s ‘Janotsava’
postponed 
to Sep 11

Bengaluru, Sep 07 (PTI)
Karnataka BJP’s
‘Janotsava’ rally to mark
the completion of the
party being in power for
three years and the
Basavaraj Bommai-led
government’s one year in
office, in Doddaballapura
scheduled for Thursday,
has been postponed to
September 11 following
the death of senior leader
and Minister Umesh
Katti.

This is the third such
postponement of the
event, which was to be at-
tended by BJP national
president J P Nadda.

“Due to the untimely de-
mise of Minister Umesh
Katti, the Janotsava that
was scheduled to be held
on September 8 at
Doddaballapura has been
postponed to September
11,” BJP’s Karnataka unit
vice-president Nirmal
Kumar Surana said.



Washington, Sep 07 (PTI):

The Biden administra-
tion has announced it will
invest USD 50 billion in
building up the domestic
semiconductor industry
to counter dependency on
China, as the US produces
zero and consumes 25 per
cent of the world’s lead-
ing-edge chips vital for its
national security.

President Joe Biden last
month signed a USD 280
billion CHIPS bill to boost
domestic high-tech manu-
facturing, part of his ad-
ministration’s push to
boost US competitiveness
over China. US
Commerce Secretary
Gina Raimondo on
Tuesday told reporters at
the White House that the
Department of Commerce
plans to implement the
USD 50 billion in CHIPS.
The department is aiming
to begin soliciting appli-
cations for the funding
from companies no later

than February, and it
could begin disbursing
money by next spring,
Raimondo said.

This past year, we saw
the impact of the chip
shortage on American
families when car prices
drove a third of inflation
because of lack of chips,
factory workers were fur-
loughed, household appli-
ances were often unavail-
able, all because of a lack

of semiconductors,
Raimondo said. And as
our economy and military
become more reliant on
technology, it’s that much
more essential that we de-
velop a strategy with val-
ues, outcomes, and struc-
tures that enable us to
plan for an economy and
manufacturing infra-
structure that positions
us to compete today and
into the future, she added.
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Washington, Sep 07 (PTI):

The US will join hands
with India to advance a
free and open Indo-Pacific
and continue to work to-
gether to deliver opportu-
nity, security, freedom and
dignity to its people, the
White House has said, un-
derlining that the two na-
tions have ever-growing
people-to-people connec-
tions.

White House Press
Secretary Karin Jean-
Pierre said that India and
the United States are part-
ners in many important
areas, including defence,
vaccines, climate and tech.

The two nations have
ever-growing people-to-
people connections, she
told reporters on Tuesday
at her daily news confer-
ence when asked in what
way the US can assist
India in making it a devel-

oped nation by 2047, or in
the next 25 years.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Jean-Pierre said the
United States will contin-
ue to work together with
India every day to deliver
opportunity, security, free-
dom, and dignity to its peo-
ple. The United States will

continue to work with
India to advance a free and
open Indo-Pacific and ad-
dress the challenges both
our countries face around
the world. That is our com-
mitment that we have in
our partnership with
India, she said, amid
China flexing its muscles

in the region. China is en-
gaged in hotly contested
territorial disputes in both
the South China Sea and
the East China Sea. China
claims sovereignty over all
of the South China Sea.

Vietnam, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Brunei and
Taiwan have counter
claims.

Beijing has also built up
and militarised many of
the islands and reefs it
controls in the region.
Both areas are stated to be
rich in minerals, oil and
other natural resources
and are also vital to global
trade.

The US, Japan, India
and Australia had in 2017
given shape to the long-
pending proposal of set-
ting up the Quad or the
Quadrilateral coalition to
counter China’s aggres-
sive behaviour in the Indo-
Pacific region.

US, India will work to advance free
and open Indo-Pacific: White House

White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks
during the daily briefing in the James S Brady Press
Briefing Room of the White House in Washington, DC, on
September 6.

Moscow, Sep 07 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin said
Wednesday that Moscow
will press on with its mili-
tary action in Ukraine
until reaching its goals
and mocked Western at-
tempts to drive Russia into
a corner with sanctions.

Putin told at an annual
economic forum in the far-
eastern port city of
Vladivostok that the main
goal behind sending
troops into Ukraine was
protecting civilians in the
east of that country after
eight years of fighting.

It wasn’t us who started
the military action, we are
trying to put an end to it,
Putin said, reaffirming his
argument that he sent
troops into Ukraine to pro-
tect Moscow-backed sepa-
ratist regions in Ukraine,
which have fought
Ukrainian forces in the
conflict that erupted in
2014 following Russia’s an-
nexation of Crimea.

All our action has been
aimed at helping people
living in the Donbas, it’s
our duty and we will ful-
fill it until the end, he
said. Putin charged that
Russia has strengthened
its sovereignty in the face
of Western sanctions,
which he said bordered on
an aggression.

Russia has resisted the
economic, financial and
technological aggression
of the West, Putin said.
“I’m sure that we haven’t

lost anything and we
won’t lose anything. The
most important gain is
the strengthening of our
sovereignty, it’s an in-
evitable result of what’s
going one.

The Russian leader said
that the economic and fi-
nancial situation in
Russia has stabilized, con-
sumer prices inflation has
slowed down and unem-
ployment has remained
low. There has been a cer-
tain polarization in the

world and inside the coun-
try, but I view it as a posi-
tive thing, he added.
Everything unnecessary,
harmful, everything that
has prevented us from
going forward will be re-
jected and we will gain de-
velopment tempo because
development can only be
based on sovereignty.

Putin emphasized that
Russia will keep protect-
ing its sovereignty in the
face of what he described
as an attempt by the U.S.
and its allies to preserve
their global domination,
saying that the world
mustn’t be founded on the
diktat of one country that
deemed itself the repre-
sentative of the almighty
or even higher and based
its policies on its per-
ceived exclusivity.

He scoffed at Western
attempts to cap prices for
Russian oil and gas, call-
ing the idea stupid and
saying that Russia will
have enough customers in
Asia.

Putin mocks West, says Russia will press on in Ukraine

Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) meets with Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan on the sidelines of the
2022 Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok on
September 7.

Islamabad, Sep 07 (AP):

In flood-stricken
Pakistan where an un-
precedented monsoon
season has killed hun-
dreds of people, the rains
now threaten a famed
archeological site dating
back 4,500 years, the site’s
chief official said
Tuesday. The ruins of
Mohenjo Daro - located in
southern Sindh province
near the Indus River and
a UNESCO World
Heritage Site - are consid-
ered among the best pre-
served urban settlements
in South Asia. They were
discovered in 1922 and to
this day, mystery sur-
rounds the disappearance
of its civilization, which
coincided with those of
ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia.

The swelling waters of
the Indus, a major river
in this part of the world,
have wreaked havoc as
heavy rains and massive
flooding unleashed devas-
tation across much of
Pakistan. At least 1,343
people have been killed

and millions have lost
their homes in the surg-
ing waters, with many ex-
perts blaming the unusu-
ally heavy monsoon rains
on climate change.

The flooding has not di-
rectly hit Mohenjo Daro
but the record-breaking
rains have inflicted dam-
age on the ruins of the an-
cient city, said Ahsan
Abbasi, the site’s curator.

Several big walls,

which were built nearly
5,000 years ago, have col-
lapsed because of the
monsoon rains,” Abbasi
told The Associated
Press.

He said dozens of con-
struction workers under
the supervision of ar-
chaeologists have started
the repair work. Abbasi
did not give an estimated
cost of the damages at
Mohenjo Daro.

In flood-stricken Pakistan, 
rains damage archeological site

Women carry belongings salvaged from their flooded
home after monsoon rains, in the Qambar Shahdadkot 
district of Sindh Province, of Pakistan.

Biden administration announces plan
for $50 billion investment in chips

President Joe Biden delivers remarks during a Cabinet
Meeting at the White House in Washington, DC. 

 To avoid dependency

on China

Sacramento, Sep 07 (AP):

A record-setting heat
wave made life miserable
in much of the West on
Tuesday, with California
stretching into its second
week of excessive heat
that taxed the state’s
power supply and threat-
ened power shortages that
could prompt blackouts
while people were desper-
ately trying to stay cool.

The California
Independent System
Operator, the entity that
oversees the state’s electri-
cal grid, said there could
be rotating power out-
ages” Tuesday evening
when demand for power
could reach an all-time
high. Democratic Gov.
Gavin Newsom urged resi-
dents to conserve, warn-
ing in a video message
that the risk for outages is
real and it’s immediate.

This heat wave is on
track to be both the hottest
and the longest on record
for the state and many
parts of the West for the
month of September,
Newsom said. Everyone
has to do their part to help

step up for just a few more
days.

California’s state capital
of Sacramento tied a
record Tuesday with its
41st day of temperatures
reaching at least 100 de-
grees Fahrenheit (38 de-
grees Celsius). And there
was a chance the city
would break its all-time
high temperature of 114
degrees Fahrenheit (46 de-
grees Celsius) set in 1925,
according to the National
Weather Service.

Sacramento native
Debbie Chang was out
walking in Capitol Park on
Tuesday morning, pulling
a wagon of Pop-Tarts and
water to hand out to home-
less people. She lives in an
old house that relies on
wall-mounted units that
she says don’t work so
well. The temperature
reached 91 degrees (33 C)
in her house Monday
night. The past few years
in California, it’s really
rough, she said. I really
love this state. And grow-
ing up I never imagined I’d
exactly want to live out-
side of California, unless
maybe internationally.

California and the West

broil in record heat wave

Islamabad, Sep 07 (AP):

Since he was toppled by
parliament five months
ago, former Prime
Minister Imran Khan has
demonstrated his popular-
ity with rallies that have
drawn huge crowds and
signaled to his rivals that
he remains a considerable
political force.

On Tuesday, he ad-
dressed some 25,000 sup-
porters in the northwest-
ern city of Peshawar, the
capital of deeply conserva-
tive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province bordering
Afghanistan.

Khan said he would
soon organize a mass
march to the capital, as a
culmination of his cam-
paign to force the govern-
ment of Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif to hold a
snap election, which some
analysts say Khan might
win due to his growing
popularity.

I will soon give you a call
for a march on Islamabad,
Khan told the cheering
crowd, then asked: Are
you ready for it? Yes,”
came the response from

his supporters. Sharif has
rejected the demand for
early elections, saying the
vote should take place as
scheduled in 2023.

As during previous ral-
lies, Tuesday’s speech was
not shown live by TV sta-
tions on instructions from
the country’s media regu-
latory agency. The regula-
tors have banned broad-
casting his live speeches,
purportedly because of
his recent critical remarks
about the military and ju-
diciary. Viewers also had
difficulty accessing the
speech via YouTube and
other social media.

Since his ouster, Khan
has claimed that the cur-
rent government came
into power under a plot by
the US which allegedly dis-
agreed with his more inde-
pendent foreign policy;
Washington has denied
such a claim.

Khan had served as
prime minister for over
three-and-a-half years
until he was brought down
by an alliance of political
parties in a parliamentary
no-confidence vote in
April.

Rallies show Pakistan’s ex-PM
Khan remains political force

Supporters of Pakistani opposition leader Imran Khans
Tehreek-e-Insaf party attend a rally, in Peshawar, Pakistan.

United Nations, Sep 07 (AP):

The UN humanitarian
chief has predicted that at
least USD 1 billion will be
needed urgently to avert
famine in Somalia in the
coming months and early
next year when two more
dry seasons are expected
to compound the historic
drought that has hit the
Horn of Africa nation.

Martin Griffiths said in
a video briefing from
Somalia’s capital
Mogadishu that a new re-
port from an authoritative

panel of independent ex-
perts says there will be a
famine in Somalia be-
tween October and
December if we don’t
manage to stave it off and
avoid it as had been the
case in 2016 and 2017.

The undersecretary-
general for humanitarian
affairs told UN correspon-
dents that more than USD
1 billion in new funds is
needed in addition to the
UN appeal of about USD
1.4 billion. That appeal
has been very well-fund-
ed, he said, thanks to the

US Agency for
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Development, which an-
nounced a USD 476 mil-
lion donation of humani-
tarian and development
aid in July.

The Famine Early
Warning Systems
Network, created by
USAID, said in a report
Monday that famine is
projected to emerge later
this year in three areas in
Somalia’s southeastern
Bay region, including
Baidoa without urgent
humanitarian aid.

At least USD 1 billion needed to
avert famine in Somalia: UN

T he monsoon flooding in
Pakistan has been re-

ferred to as a monsoon on
steroids and described as a
monster monsoon. These
names reflect the wide devasta-
tion it has caused. This flood-
ing has been fuelled by the
hottest weather recorded dur-
ing March and April this year.
This heat accelerated glacier
melting in Pakistan's north,
followed by unprecedented
rainfall patterns in many parts
of the country during July and
August.

Human-induced climate
change has caused these un-
usual weather events: a one in
100-year heat wave and rainfall
over nine times the average
rainfall in the southeastern
Sindh province. The loss of
lives since mid-June 2022 cur-
rently stands at over 1,300. And
it is estimated that the number
of people affected by the floods
is around 33 million.

A fraction
In 2019, Pakistan's green-

house gas emissions stood at
about 433 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalents per
year this is 0.9 per cent of the
global emissions. While
Pakistan contributes a small
fraction of the global green-
house emissions, it is dispro-

portionately impacted by cli-
mate change. The onus of help-
ing Pakistan recover from this
tragedy, therefore, rests on the
international community.

Having studied the economic
impacts of extreme floods in
North America and the history
of water management in the
Indus basin (which lies be-
tween Pakistan, India, China
and Afghanistan), I can safely
state that the current estimate
of US 10 billion in damages
likely significantly underrep-
resents the comprehensive cost
of this disaster.

A more in-depth analysis is
often required to determine
the long-term impacts on infra-
structure, loss of revenue due
to supply-chain disruptions,
costs of disruption to manufac-
turing and loss of productivity
as people are displaced.

Inadequate infrastructure
In 2010, Pakistan was also hit

with extreme flooding, which
resulted in the loss of 1,985
lives and over US $10 billion in
damages. These recurring
events raise questions about
systemic and strategic re-
sponses to mitigate against fu-
ture flood events.

It is apparent that flood man-
agement infrastructure is in-
adequate, and is compounded
by the lack of capacity for
timely responses from public
authorities. In this specific sit-
uation, while the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) in Pakistan
issued its earliest and some-
what generic alert about exten-
sive monsoon rainfalls on June
28, it did not recognize the
severity until mid- to late-July.

While these alerts triggered
responses by the NDMA for af-
fected areas in early August,

their aid was designed for tens
of thousands of people, where-
as those affected were in the
millions. Pakistan's armed
forces stepped up to undertake
a major role in the humanitari-
an relief efforts.

Systematic building
United Nations Secretary

General Ant nio Guterres
launched a US $160 million ap-
peal at the end of August. The
Canadian federal government
announced 5 million in fund-
ing for humanitarian assis-
tance, in addition to contribut-
ing to the U.N. emergency re-
sponse fund.

While these humanitarian
initiatives are very important
in addressing the immediate
needs related to disaster re-
lief, they pale in comparison
to the scale of the upcoming
challenge for Pakistan.

The scope of the response
needed to recover from this
disastrous event is apparently
beyond the capacity of vari-
ous agencies in Pakistan.
There is a need to systemati-
cally build Pakistan's capacity
to cope with climate change-
related flooding in the future.

This support needs to take
the shape of financial re-
sourcing, technical assistance
and human capacity building.
It should take two approaches.
The first involves building ef-
fective early-response mecha-
nisms that allow communities
to react in a reasonable time-
frame. At the same time, sup-
port should enhance water
management infrastructure
to manage excess water in
flooding events and help with
droughts in dry years.

While the NDMA and the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department have made con-

siderable strides in develop-
ing early-warning systems,
significantly more needs to be
done at the community level.
There is a need for broad-
based and grassroot-level
community organizations
that can support timely evacu-
ation from flooded areas and
provide immediate humani-
tarian assistance.
Climate change adaptation

In the 2015 climate confer-
ence in Paris, the world leaders
committed to provide US $100
billion annually to combat cli-
mate change. Building
Pakistan's water infrastruc-
ture particularly new water
reservoirs and dams falls
under the overall theme of
adaptation to climate change.
While the funding mobilized
since then has been a fraction
of that commitment, a signifi-
cant proportion should be di-
rected to developing countries
like Pakistan that are dispro-
portionately impacted by cli-
mate change.

There is also growing recog-
nition that some of the re-
sponses to such natural disas-
ters must come from within
the region. Countries in South
Asia, particularly those in the
Indus Basin, should pool their
technological, human and fi-
nancial resources to mount
more immediate and targeted
disaster responses. Despite the
geopolitical tensions in the re-
gion, shared responses to hu-
manitarian crises can be a
mechanism to build mutual co-
operation and trust.

Writer is Executive Director,
Pacific Water Research

Centre, Faculty of
Environment, Simon Fraser

University
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Truss’s victory
Truss’s win over

Sunak was predicted by
pollsters. Indian-origin
Rishi Sunak would
never have been accept-
ed as PM by the British
with their colonial
mindset. British democ-
racy may be among the
oldest, but it is still im-
mature, unlike the US
where a black man has
been elected President.
Truss had another
strong point in her
favour: her loyalty to
outgoing PM Boris
Johnson. The new PM
is expected to follow
most of her predeces-
sor’s policies, and on
the foreign policy front,
her first port of call is
likely be to the war-rav-
aged Ukraine. As for
India, whether the
deadline given by Boris
Johnson about UK-
India FTA negotiations
will be upheld is not a
certainty. The increas-
ing domestic economic
turmoil may compel
Truss to reset her prior-
ities and politics.

SK Singh, by mail

Create awareness
The death of former

chairman of Tata Sons
Cyrus Mistry in a car
accident underlines the
necessity of fastening
seatbelt by all car occu-
pants. The prevalence of
relevant laws notwith-
standing, let us pledge
to make it a habit to use
seatbelts. High speed
and overtaking are the
other reasons. There is
a need to organise mass
awareness programmes
by the government de-
partment concerned
and also NGOs to ex-
hort people to adhere to
the safety measures and
abide by the traffic laws.

Krishan Kant Sood,
Nangal

A proud moment 
The commissioning

of the first indigenous-
ly designed and built
aircraft carrier INS
Vikrant is a very proud
moment for every
Indian. Now India joins
the major countries
which has such capabil-
ity, like China, France,
Russia, US, UK and
Italy. This is a much-
awaited aircraft carrier
which our nation
needs. This is a sign of
the new era in India's
defence sector and a
perfect example of the
nation's approach to-
wards Aatmanirbhar
Bharat. INS Vikrant is
a major boost for our
defence and is all set to
protect the Indo-Pacific
and Indian Ocean re-
gions. This is a certain-
ty a milestone for India.

Gitesh Ch. Aryya
Nagaon
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Tibetan monks blow conches during a prayer for the long life of Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama in the Tsugla
Khang Temple, Mcleodganj, Dharamshala, Wednesday, Sept 7.

Flooding in Pakistan shows that climate 
adaptation requires international support

PRAYERS FOR DALAI LAMA

Gavin Midgley

O ne of the first things
the new UK prime

minister Liz Truss did
upon winning the
Conservative party leader-
ship race was to reiterate
her desire to turn the UK
into a low-tax economy. She
outlined her reasoning
about the fairness of this
position during a recent
BBC interview: The people
at the top of the income dis-
tribution pay more tax so
inevitably when you cut
taxes you tend to benefit
people who are more likely
to pay tax What I am about
is about growing the econo-
my and growing the econo-
my benefits for everybody.

This stance will likely
cause controversy among
voters, particularly those

that aren't high earners and
especially as UK house-
holds face a very real
squeeze on personal fi-
nances this winter.

Truss's idea is based on
the principle that a lower
tax economy that primarily
benefits higher earners will
boost economic growth via
increased investment and
spending, benefiting the
majority of people across
all income levels. This well-
established theory is
known as supply side eco-
nomics, although it's often
referred to by the arguably
more loaded term trickle
down economics .

This idea is all the more
controversial considering
the UK is in the middle of a
cost of living crisis. Recent
dissatisfaction with the gov-
ernment's response to the

economic situation has of
course been partly due to
the apparent power vacuum
created by outgoing prime
minister Boris Johnson's
resignation plus a lengthy
leadership election. But re-
gardless, the Conservative
party's polling fortunes
have fallen, while, for the
first time in more than a
decade, the Labour Party
now leads in terms of gain-
ing the public's trust to
manage the economy.

Truss hopes that a low-
tax economy will help to
improve the government's
fortunes, but there are two
reasons why this may not
prove to be an effective
strategy with voters in the
current economic climate.

First, the kind of spend-
ing and consumption that
Truss hopes to trigger with

tax cuts wouldn't happen
overnight. Economists gen-
erally agree, whether they
support supply side eco-
nomics or not, that there is
a time lag between lower-
ing taxes and seeing the ef-
fects on the population's
economic position.

This means the increase
in economic activity re-
quired to uplift the public's
economic mood, if it did
happen, would likely take
years, not months. As we
approach this winter, pres-
sure is mounting for the
government to take imme-
diate action on fuel poverty.
This is something that will
not be fixed by a long-term
measure.

Second, cutting certain
taxes is not guaranteed to
have the desired effect on
economic growth. The UK

is currently second last out
of the G7 countries for in-
come equality, which has
increased steadily over the
last 40 years. This is due to
a relative rise in poverty at
the lower end of earnings
over the long term, but also
a relative increase of
wealth at the top end.

But in order for a tax cut
to be effective as a supply
side economics tool, it
needs to incentivise expen-
diture. With a high level of
inequality, there is less in-
centive for wealthier indi-
viduals and corporations to
spend as the marginal bene-
fit of the tax cut falls. In
other words, if you can al-
ready comfortably afford
what you need, having
more wealth would not nec-
essarily affect your 
spending.
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

T he signing of the Memorandum of Understanding on the
withdrawal of water from the Kushiyara river by India and

Bangladesh marks a new milestone in trans-boundary water co-
operation between the two neighbouring countries. The MoU
signed in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in New Delhi came 12
days after the finalization of the text at the 38th Meeting of the
Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) of India and Bangladesh held in
New Delhi last month. The ministerial-level meeting of the JRC
taking place after a gap of 12 years speaks volumes about the
complexities of hydro diplomacy. The two countries established
the JRC in 1972, after the liberation of Bangladesh, as a bilateral
mechanism to address issues of mutual interest on common or
transboundary rivers. Prime Minister Modi said that the MoU on
the Kushiyara river would benefit southern Assam in India and
Sylhet in Bangladesh. Though India and Bangladesh share 54
rivers, the Ganga Waters Treaty signed in 1996 for sharing of
Ganga water at Farakkaduring lean season is the only treaty so
far signed by the two neighbours.  In 2011, a draft agreement on
sharing of Teesta water prepared by both sides had to be dropped
at the last moment during the visit of then Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to Dhaka following objections by West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. Media reports of China evinc-
ing interest in picking a component of a project aimed at the
management of Bangladesh's part of the Teesta River cannot be
ignored by India, but Bangladesh's PM expressed hope that
Teesta water-sharing issue treaty would be concluded at an early
date indicates how important the deal is for Bangladesh.
According to UN-Water, transboundary waters account for 60%
of the world's freshwater flows and 153 countries have territory
within at least one of the 286 transboundary river and lake basins
and 592 transboundary aquifer systems. The global agency,
which coordinates the United Nations' work on water and sanita-
tion, explains that "Transboundary water cooperation plays a cru-
cial role in supporting wider regional integration, peace and sus-
tainable development, as well as in tackling regional security
challenges or in supporting climate change adaptation." It high-
lights that an average of 58 per cent of countries' transboundary
basin areas have an operational arrangement for water coopera-
tion and only 24 countries reported that all their trans-boundary
basins are covered by cooperation arrangements. Viewed
through this lens of a global perspective, the signing of the MoU
on the Kushiyara signifies deepening bilateral engagement be-
tween India and Bangladesh. The two prime ministers have met
12 times since 2015 which has strengthened bilateral cooperation
between the neighbouring countries in areas of connectivity, en-
ergy, water resources, trade and investment, border manage-
ment and security. Of the 54 shared rivers, seven rivers have
been identified earlier for developing a framework of water shar-
ing agreements on a priority and the JRC agreed to widen this
area of the ongoing cooperation by including eight more rivers
for data exchange. Under the bilateral cooperation, India shares
real-time flood data on major rivers like Ganga, Teesta,
Brahmaputra and Barak during the monsoon season with
Bangladesh and has recently extended the period of flood data
sharing beyond 15 October to help the neighbouring take timely
measures to address flood problems created by the trans-bound-
ary rivers.  India and Bangladesh making a significant advance in
trans-boundary water sharing can be a template for the countries
of the Brahmaputra River Basin in transboundary water coopera-
tion, particularly for China as an upper riparian country.

A template for sharing 
transboundary rivers

Guy B. Marks, UNSW

E missions that meet air-quality standards still cause ill-
ness and early death. Planning decisions need to help

drive down exposure. It might seem reasonable to think air
pollution is only a problem when the sky is thick with brown
smog. But a new study is further proof the problem starts
much earlier and well below the minimum air-quality stan-
dards. Worse, the research shows the negative effects in-
crease most rapidly at lower levels of exposure. And they hit
poorer people hardest. The policy implications of these find-
ings are critical: there is no safe amount of air pollution.
Treating reference standards as a licence to pollute up to those
concentrations and a free pass to allow continued emissions
below those concentrations cannot be accepted based on the
current evidence. Air-pollution regulations, such as those in the
United States, do not provide enough protection from worsening
symptoms of asthma, according to a 2022 US study on the rela-
tionship between pollution levels and asthma-related hospitalisa-
tions for people on Medicaid. Described by the study's re-
searchers as the most disadvantaged population in the United
States , Medicaid recipients include people on very low incomes,
people with disabilities and people aged over 65. The study inves-
tigated the exposure response relationship between exposure to
pollutants and people's health response. It found increased con-
centrations of nitrogen dioxide and fine particulate matter were
associated with an increased risk of hospitalisation for asthma
over the following six days after exposure. Importantly, the study
showed that the increased risk of hospitalisation for each unit in-
crease in pollutant exposure was greatest for those people whose
exposure levels were well below the existing US minimum air-
quality standard. In general, the effect was the same regardless
of differences in individual characteristics, except it was stronger
in people who had only had a single admission to hospital than in
those with multiple previous admissions. Some characteristics of
communities made them more susceptible to the negative ef-
fects of both pollutants: low population density, higher average
body mass index, greater distance to the nearest hospital, and
greater neighbourhood disadvantage. The study has two impor-
tant implications. First and perhaps surprisingly the slope of the
exposure response relationship is steeper at lower degrees of ex-
posure. The response is strongest at lower levels of exposure.
Second, in policy terms there are substantial benefits in reducing
exposure to air pollution, and in preventing increases in exposure,
even at concentrations well below reference standards or pro-
posed thresholds. Human-made emissions of fine particulate
matter and nitrogen dioxide exist in just about every part of the
world, with transport, agriculture, energy, mining and construc-
tion sectors all playing a role. The good news is the actions to re-
duce carbon pollution (to combat global warming) and those re-
quired to ensure clean, safe air share benefits. As a global com-
munity, we need to do all we can to achieve these benefits.

There’s no safe level 
of air pollution

Cost of living: Why Liz Truss’ 
low-tax strategy won’t work

ZAFAR ADEEL
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Investment

New Delhi:

Bangladesh provides
huge business oppor-
tunties in different
sectors and Indian
companies should ex-
plore areas of invest-
ments, Bangladesh
commerce minister
Tipu Munshi said on
Tuesday. He said that
government policies
in Bangladesh are in
favour of businesses.
"Please do come and
invest in Bangladesh,"
Munshi said here
while addressing busi-
nesses of both the
countries. The minis-
ter is here as part of a
delegation with visit-
ing Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh
Hasina. "My sugges-
tion to business peo-
ple is to come to
Bangladesh and see it.
We have the scope of
exports. We should
work together, there is
a lot of scope," he said.

Debt-free
Mumbai: Wind ener-
gy solutions provider
Inox Wind will become
a debt-free company
after its Rs 740-crore
initial share, which is
awaiting Sebi nod, is
over and fund infusion
by promoters, accord-
ing to its regulatory fil-
ing. According to the
Draft Red Herring
Prospectus (DRHP)
filed with the market
regulator, as of June
2022, the company had
a gross debt of Rs
1,717.8 crore and cash
balance of Rs 222
crore, and a net debt of
Rs 1,494.8 crore on its
books. Last week, the
company said its pro-
moters had agreed to
infuse up to Rs 800
crore by subscribing to
non-convertible, non-
cumulative participat-
ing redeemable prefer-
ence shares on a pri-
vate placement basis.

Appointment

Mumbai: Budget car-
rier IndiGo has said
Pieter Elbers, who was
named as the Chief
Executive Officer of
the company to replace
Ronojoy Dautta, has
joined the position
from Tuesday. The air-
line had announced the
appointment of Elbers
as its new CEO follow-
ing Dutta's "decision"
to retire on September
30. " Petrus Johannes
Theodorus Elbers
(Pieter Elbers) has
joined as Chief
Executive Officer of
the company with ef-
fect from today,
September 6," IndiGo
said in a regulatory fil-
ing on Tuesday.

Safety aspects
Kolkata: Country's
largest car maker
Maruti Suzuki will
spread awareness
about the safety fea-
tures and address the
issues also through its
driving schools, a sen-
ior company official
said on Wednesday.
After the tragic death of
former Tata Sons chair-
man Cyrus Mistry in a
road accident, Maruti
will focus on the need
to put on rear safety
belts which had been
made compulsory by
regulation but very few
riders adhere to it, the
official said.

San Francisco, Sep 07: 

India provides the best
investment opportunity
for businesses across the
world and investors in the
US should avail the oppor-
tunities that New Delhi of-
fers, commerce and indus-
try minister Piyush Goyal
has said. He said that the
time is "just ripe" to en-
gage in areas of mutual in-
terests of India and the
US. Addressing industry
leaders of the US and
India here, the minister on
Monday said both coun-
tries can promote global
security, stability and re-
silient supply chains.
"There are many competi-
tive advantages that the
US-India relation has to
offer. The resilience of our

supply chains and the way
talent India has provided
to the US and investments
the US has provided to
India, all of these cumula-
tively make a very good
business case," he said
while addressing the US
India Strategic
Partnership Forum
(USISPF). He added that

India provides the best in-
vestment opportunity. "It
is a destination you cannot
miss. It is a market of a bil-
lion-plus aspirations,
Goyal said. Inviting US
businesses to invest in
India, the minister said
the time is just ripe for "all
of us to engage in areas of
mutual interest". Foreign
direct investment equity
inflows into India stood at
USD 16.59 billion during
April-June this fiscal year
as against USD 17.56 bil-
lion in the same period
last year. According to an
official statement released
in May, India recorded the
"highest" ever annual FDI
inflow of USD 83.57 billion
in 2021-22. The govern-
ment reviews the FDI poli-
cy on an ongoing basis and

makes significant changes
from time to time, to en-
sure that India remains an
attractive and investor-
friendly destination. FDI
norms have been eased in
several sectors such as
coal mining, contract
manufacturing, digital
media, single brand retail
trading, civil aviation, de-
fence, insurance and tele-
com. Recognising that
India and the US are natu-
ral partners in terms of
competitive advantages
and opportunities they
offer to each other, Goyal
said that India can provide
a skilled workforce. He
also asked US investors to
share newer ideas, sugges-
tions on taking the bilater-
al relations to the next
level.

India provides best investment
opportunity, destination that

can't be missed: Goyal

New Delhi, Sep 07: 

Central bank digital cur-
rency (CBDC), to be
launched this year, could
become a tool for reducing
time and cost for cross-
border transactions,
Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor T Rabi Sankar
said on Wednesday. The
RBI has proposed to
launch on a pilot basis this
year, as announced in the
Budget by Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. In the Union
Budget for 2022-23, the fi-
nance minister had said
the RBI would roll out a
digital equivalent to the
rupee in the current finan-
cial year.

"We have to understand
that internationalisation
of CBDC is crucial to ad-
dressing the payments
issue that bodies like G-20
and Bank for
International Settlements
(BIS) are dealing with
now," he said at India Ideas
Summit. Observing that

India has an excellent,
cheap and fast domestic
payments system, he said
the cost of cross-border
payment, however, is still
high. There is a lot of
scope for improvement in
terms of both cost and
speed, he noted. CBDC is
probably the most efficient
answer to this, he said,
adding, for example, if
India CBDC and the US
CBDC systems can talk to
each other, we don't have
to wait for settling transac-
tions.

"That massively takes
out the settlement risk
from cross border trans-
action that reduces time,

that reduces cost. So,
CBDC internationalisa-
tion is something that I'm
looking forward to," he
said. Concerning fraud
management, Sankar
said digital payment
needs to be scaled up
while preserving system
integrity, which essential-
ly means technical stabil-
ity.

"It just doesn't mean
that the technical failures
of transactions have to be
minimised, it also means
that transactions them-
selves have to inspire con-
fidence, we cannot have
too many instances of
frauds," he added. "Fraud
management is an area
that we also need to focus
on if we have to scale it
up (digital payment)," he
noted. Citing the example
of the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) for non-
feature phones, Sankar
said the RBI pays special
attention to the fact that
digital payment technolo-
gy should be inclusive.

CBDC to bring down time, cost for 
cross-border transactions: RBI Deputy Guv

New Delhi, Sep 07:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday said the coun-
try's economic growth re-
mains a priority for the
government, as inflation
has come down to a man-
ageable level. Job creation
and equitable distribution
of wealth remain the other
focus areas, she said at
India Ideas Summit here.
"Some of course are red-
lettered (priorities), some
may not be.

Red-lettered ones would
of course be jobs, equitable
wealth distribution and
making sure India is mov-
ing on the path of growth.
"In that sense inflation is
not red-lettered. I hope it
doesn't surprise many of
you. We have shown that in

the past couple of months
that we were able to bring
it to a manageable level,"
she said at the event.
According to official data,
retail inflation softened to
6.71 per cent in July due to
moderation in food prices
but remained above the
Reserve Bank's comfort
level of 6 per cent for the
seventh consecutive
month. The Consumer
Price Index (CPI) based re-
tail inflation was at 7.01
per cent in June and 5.59
per cent in July 2021. It was

above 7 per cent from April
to June this fiscal. She ex-
uded confidence that the
Reserve Bank would man-
age the volatility emerging
from aggressive rate hike
stance by the US Fed and
the European Central
Bank.

Talking about fiscal
management during the
COVID-19 period, she said,
India with a targeted fiscal
policy managed through a
challenging time without
printing money. Referring
to the global energy crisis
triggered by the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war, she
said, uncertainty over
availability of crude, natu-
ral gas continues. She also
urged for deepening of ties
between India and the US
in all respects including on
payment technology.

Inflation has eased to manageable level;
job creation, growth remain priorities: FM

New Delhi, Sep 07: 

India is in a much better
position to deal with the
challenges related to
growth and inflation, said
Sanjiv Bajaj, President of
industry body CII.
According to official fig-
ures, India's retail infla-
tion continues to remain
above the Reserve Bank's
tolerance level of 6 per
cent since January, while
the economic growth in
the first quarter of the fis-
cal was 13.5 per cent, lower
than the central bank's es-
timate of 16.2 per cent.

"I don't want to say we
don't have our own chal-
lenges with growth, with
inflation but we are in a
much better position and
credit must go to every-

body including the central
and state governments. I
don't see economic growth
as an issue," Bajaj, who is
also the CMD of Bajaj
Finserv, told PTI. Tata
Steel Managing Director
and CII's former President
T V Narendran also spoke
to PTI and appreciated the
efforts undertaken by
states to attract invest-
ments.

India in much better position
to deal with growth, inflation

challenges: CII President San Francisco, Sep 07: 

ITC Ltd would pursue
the "asset-right" strategy
for its hotel business to en-
sure that the diversified
conglomerate remains
competitive and contempo-
rary, and continues to deliv-
er superior performance,
its chairman Sanjiv Puri
said. The Kolkata-based
multi-conglomerate, which
operates hotels under the
brand names such as ITC
and Welcome, also said that
it is exploring foreign mar-
kets for its hospitality busi-
ness, he said. According to
Puri, the tourism and hotel
industry is recovering after
pandemic and the company
will take the demerger
process forward and ex-
plore alternate structure.

"Once things are fi-
nalised and we have a final

proposal we will share it,"
Puri told PTI when asked
about the demerger of ITC
hotel business. On the com-
pany's plans to expand
hotel operations overseas,
he said they are "pursuing
asset-right strategy some-
time now and there are
large number of hotels that
have come in under
Welcome hotels. The new
brand called 'Storii' and
'Momentous' also will start
soon. "We are also getting
interest from markets out-
side of India which we are
right now in process of ex-
ploring.

ITC to pursue ‘asset-right’ strategy
for its hotel business: Puri

Mumbai, Sep 07: 

The rupee declined by 7
paise to close at 79.89 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Wednesday tracking
a strong dollar in overseas
markets and losses in the
domestic equities. At the in-
terbank foreign exchange
market, the domestic cur-
rency opened at 79.93 per
dollar. It hovered in a range
of 79.84 to 79.94 during the
session. The domestic unit
finally settled at 79.89, down
7 paise over its previous
close of 79.82. Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas said that a
strong dollar overseas hit
the rupee sentiment. The
US Dollar surged as eco-
nomic data from the US sur-
prised the markets. The US
ISM services PMI unexpect-
edly rose to 56.9 in August

from 56.7 in July. However,
weak crude oil prices and
foreign fund inflows cush-
ioned the downside. "We ex-
pect Rupee to remain weak
on strong US Dollar and
weak cues from global mar-
kets. Dollar index surged to
a fresh 20-year high and is
currently trading around
110.45 levels. Recovery in
crude oil prices from lower
levels may also weigh on
rupee," Choudhary said.

Rupee falls 7 paise to 79.89
against US dollar

BRAND AMBASSADOR

Bollywood actor Shahrukh Khan with employees of Burjeel Holdings, a UAE-based
healthcare provider, after being appointed as the companys brand ambassador.

Mumbai, Sep 07: 

Benchmark BSE Sensex
and Nifty ended lower on
Wednesday, dragged down
by losses in banking
stocks amid weak global
market trends. The 30-
share Sensex declined by
168.08 points or 0.28 per
cent to settle at 59,028.91.
During the day, it fell 474.1
points or 0.80 per cent to
58,722.89. The broader NSE
Nifty dipped 31.20 points
or 0.18 per cent to 17,624.40.

From the Sensex pack,
IndusInd Bank, Mahindra
& Mahindra, Maruti,
Bharti Airtel, State Bank
of India, Tata Steel, ICICI
Bank and HDFC were
major laggards. UltraTech
Cement, Tata Consultancy
Services, Sun Pharma,
Wipro and Bajaj Finance
were among the gainers.
Elsewhere in Asia, mar-

kets in Seoul, Tokyo and
Hong Kong ended lower,
while Shanghai settled in
the green.

Sensex, Nifty settle lower
amid weak global markets

Mumbai, Sep 07: 

Tata Motors, India’s
largest commercial vehicle
manufacturer, once again
createsnew trucking histo-
rywith the launch of
India’s first CNG-powered
Medium & Heavy
C o m m e r c i a l
Vehicle(M&HCV) truck; in-
troduction ofa new-
age,Advanced Driver
Assistance System (ADAS),
and enrichment of its best-
selling range of Prima,
Signa and Ultra trucks
with world-class features to
enhance driving comfort. A
new series of
advancedIntermediate &
Light Commercial Vehicle
(I&LCV)tippers and truck-
swere also launched to
service the evolving multi-
application needs, especial-
lyof the rapidly growing lo-

gistics and infrastructure
sectors.

Speaking at India’s
largest commercial vehicle
launch, Mr. Girish Wagh,
Executive Director, Tata
Motors, said, “Our trucks
connect India and power
the engine of the nation’s
economy. As theindustry
leader, we are creating new
paradigms of functionality,
productivity, connectivity,
safety and performance by

continually introducing fu-
ture-ready products, servic-
es and solutions. The
trucks that we are launch-
ing today, address the grow-
ing need for safertrans-
portation with anAdvanced
Driver Assistance System
(ADAS) offering collision
mitigation system, lane de-
parture warning, electron-
ic stability control, driver
alerts and tyre pressure
monitoring.

Tata Motors makes India’s trucks
smarter, safer and more efficientMumbai, Sep 07: 

India’s leading cold and
flu brand Vicks, launched a
new campaign film for its
Vicks’ Two-in-one Roll-On
Inhaler where south star
Samantha Ruth Prabhu
joins Vicks brand ambassa-
dor and Bollywood super-
star Ranveer Singh.

The duo came together
in the film to showcase the
benefits of the Vicks’ Two-
in-one Roll-On
InhalerwithSamantha as a
police officer,stopping a
sickly Ranveer who is seen
breaking the signal. On
being questioned,Ranveer
is shown having trouble in
focusing and tells
Samantha about histerri-
ble runny nose and
headache. Samantha then
hands him Vicks’ inhaler
with a two-in-one benefit,
which gives Ranveer in-
stant relief from blocked
nose and headache. The

campaign film smartly de-
picts how an individual is
unable to focus on daily ac-
tivities when they suffer
from headache and blocked
nose.

Speaking on the cam-
paign, Vicks’ brand
Ambassador Ranveer
Singh said, ““I loved the
thought behind this cam-
paign, and it was great
teaming up with
Samantha for Vicks. We all
go through blocked nose
and headache quite often
amidst our hectic sched-
ules and facing both symp-
toms together can nega-
tively impact our focus.
The Vicks’ Two-in-one
Roll-On Inhaler is smart as
well as handy to use and is
sure to become a go-to
product for many of us.”
“My family and I have
been Vicks users for as far
as I can remember, and
hence this campaign was a
perfect opportunity for me.

Vicks’ launches new campaign

New Delhi, Sep 07: 

Expanding its prod-
uct portfolio, realme,
India’s most trusted
technology brand,
today announced  the
launch of realme
C33, realme Watch 3
Pro and realme Buds
Air 3s. The  latest
products are specifi-
cally designed for
technology enthusi-
asts who like to
explore more. The
newly launched AIoT
products seamlessly
integrate with a host
of devices and apps
to enhance the user experi-
ence by providing them with a
best-connected tech ecosys-
tem. While the realme C33
features a Boundless Sea
Design and a 50 MP AI cam-
era for users in the entry-
level segment, the realme

Watch 3 Pro  is a class-defin-
ing watch with AMOLED,

Bluetooth Calling
and In-built GPS. The
realme Buds Air 3s is
the latest addition to
the realmehearables
segment and is the
Bass King for all,
with an 11mm Triple
Titanium Bass Driver
and 4-Mic AI ENC for
calls Commenting on
the occasion of the
launch,
MrMadhavSheth,
CEO, realme India,
VP, realme and
President, realme
International

Business Group said, “ In its
unrelenting pursuit of provid-
ing an enriching experience
to technology enthusiasts,
realme  has introduced three
new products - realme C33,
realme Watch 3 Pro and
realme Buds Air 3s. 

Realme’s introduces C33
with Boundless Sea Design 

L
ike a number
of other
c e l e b s ,

Mugdha Godse
and Rahul Dev
opted for an eco-
friendly cele-
bration of
G a n e s h
Chaturthi and
they kept it a
private affair
with flower

decorations, instead of
the synthetic 'toran', and
homemade prasad.

Mugdha, who is well-
known for her roles in
'Fashion', 'Jail' and
'Heroine', said: "We had a
beautiful private puja
with simple decorations
and homemade prasad."

Talking about the deco-
ration she put up at home,
she added: "Keeping in

mind the need for an eco-
friendly puja, we used
flowers instead of tradi-
tional toran decorations
and it was a really private
affair." The 10-day festival,
which took off on August
31, has seen Bollywood
celebrities posting pic-
tures of bringing Ganpati
home and wishing their
fans. They included Shah
Rukh Khan, Shilpa Shetty

and many more.
Raqesh Bapat of 'Bigg

Boss OTT' fame posted
several pictures of mak-
ing his own Ganpati idol
and motivated his fans to
opt for eco-friendly
Ganeshas.

Likewise, actress Juhi
Parmar showed her cre-
ativity by making a
Ganesha using vegetables
available at home.

There’s no
time to be
jealous, says
Kamal Haasan

S
tating that there was no time
to be jealous of another's suc-
cess, actor Kamal Haasan

said that this was a fact that both
Tamil Superstar Rajinikanth
and he realised at a very young
age. Participating in the audio
and trailer launch event of director
Mani Ratnam's 'Ponniyin Selvan
1' that was held at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor
Stadium on Tuesday night,
Kamal said: "The film indus-
try is a small family. In this
family, there is no time for jeal-
ousy. "When I don't have the time
to do my work, there is no time to
be jealous. This is something that
he (pointing to Rajinikanth) and I
realised at a very young age.

"We have seen victories. Big ones.
Double victories. Defeats. When victories
come (irrespective of whom it comes to),
we rejoice, because one's defeat will affect
the whole industry andA one's victory will
lift up the entire industry."

Congratulating A.R. Rahman, the
music director of 'Ponniyin Selvan',
Kamal said that every song that the com-
poser had scored for the film had in-
creased his heart beats.

S
uperstar Amitabh Bachchan
has had enough of Covid-19
and wants the virus to per-

manently depart from the face of
the planet.

Speaking on the sidelines of the
trailer launch of his upcoming
film 'Goodbye', Big B told the

media, "I want to say goodbye to
Covid, bahut ho gaya ab, do saal
ho gaye (it's been two years, and
we all of us are done with Covid).
A lot of lives have been lost in
these two years, many families
are still coping with the deeply

personal loss that they have en-
countered."

He added that he just wants Covid
to pack its bags and leave at the earli-
est so that people can finally get back to
the old times.

Big B has contracted the bug twice,
first in July 2020 along with son
Abhishek Bachchan when both of them
were admitted to Mumbai's Nanavati
hospital and the second time in August
2022 when he gave an update with re-
gard to the diagnosis on his Twitter.

He had written on his Twitter last
month, "T 4388 - I have just tested
CoViD + positive .. all those that have
been in my vicinity and around me,
please get yourself checked and tested
also (sic)."

Currently, Big B has two releases on
the horizon - first is 'Brahmastra' in
which he will share the screen with
Alia Bhatt, Ranbir Kapoor, Nagarjuna
and Mouni Roy. The other film is
'Goodbye; in which he will be seen
along with Rashmika Mandana, Neena
Gupta, Pavail Gulati and Sunil Grover.
While 'Brahmastra' has set its release

date on September 9, 'Goodbye' will
have a theatrical release on

October 7.

ACROSS

1. Conform

6. Bartlett's kin

10. Influence

14. Havana export

15. Wise about

16. ____ vault

17. Each

18. "____ Window"

19. Diva's song

20. Talk back

21. ____ Moines, Iowa

22. Gets the soap off

24. ____-do-well

26. Doctor's client

27. Spit

30. Quiz choice

31. Airplane feature

33. Racing sled

37. Eternally, in verse

38. Sound systems

41. It follows Oct.

42. June honorees

44. Toast spread

46. Holiday song

49. Mob scene participant

50. Ralph Waldo ____

53. Decorator's advice

54. Most recent

55. Possesses

56. Stride

60. Pang

61. Baldwin or Guinness

63. Burglarize

64. Comparison word

65. Floor covering

66. Throw

67. Ages and ages

68. Lampreys

69. Made mistakes

DOWN

1. High cards

2. Opera singer

3. Eons

4. Root vegetable

5. Make an attempt

6. Termite, e.g.

7. Dollar bills

8. Amtrak stop (abbr.)

9. Ranch enclosure

10. Kind of dog

11. Inferior

12. E.T., e.g.

13. Bread ingredient

21. Handed out cards

23. ____ a boy!

25. Preceding nights

26. Kitchen gadget
27. Hurried
28. District
29. British nobleman
30. Wild
32. Yellow fruit
34. Single thing
35. Departed
36. Continually
39. Monstrous giants
40. Stated
43. Shows (a movie)
45. Hen's mate
47. Pack animal
48. Spin
50. Please greatly
51. Manly
52. Patriot ____ Allen
53. Marathons, e.g.
55. Satan's domain
57. Sad drop
58. Roof projection
59. Begged
62. Falsehood
63. That gal
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There could be people who try to convince
you that you're wrong about something,
Aquarius. Don't fall into the trap of thinking
that you're inferior just because you don't
agree with someone on an issue. Focus on
your creativity today. You can combine your
incredible artistic talent with pure intellec-
tual genius for a dynamite swing that will
knock any ball clear out of the park.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

There's an adventurous side to today that
you should latch onto. Try not to get
weighed down by the little things in your life
that don't really matter much. Look at the
big picture and understand the importance
of having great breadth of vision. There's a
whole world to explore out there, Pisces, so
get going. There may be a few surprises
today, so be ready for anything.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Unexpected people and events are likely to
crop up today just as you're longing for
adventure. Feel free to hop aboard a train
to an unknown destination, Aries. It's bet-
ter to regret the things you've done than
regret the things you haven't done. Take
this to heart as you plan your day. There's
no shortage of fun out there - you just need
to find it.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It's extremely important that you not be too
possessive today, especially when it comes
to other people, Taurus. You have important
relationships with the people around you,
and you'll find that in order to maintain
them, it's best to let those people live their
lives the way they want. Don't think that
people belong to you, because they don't.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Matters regarding love and romance are in
your favor today, Gemini. You'll find that
love comes to you when you least expect
it. There's a powerful creative force within
you that will be most rewarding if you put
it to use for some sort of artistic endeavor.
A strong yet erratic urge may call you into
action, so be ready to respond with your
entire being.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Realize that you might have to leave some
things to chance today, because you prob-
ably aren't going to be able to control all
that you'd like to under the circumstances,
Cancer. Although it may be comfortable for
you to try to fit things into their perfect
spots, you'll find that this may not be the
best way to conduct your business, espe-
cially on a day like this.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Things should be going quite well for you
today, Leo, especially in the love and
romance department. You'll find that
there is a magical, adventuresome spirit
when you connect with others. Take
advantage of this courageous energy and
put it to good use in whatever way you see
fit. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Express your independence today, Virgo,
and prove to others that you won't be
pushed around anymore. Do things for
yourself and have fun while you do it. Your
heart will know which way is the right way
to proceed. Don't be fooled by those who
try to tell you otherwise. Success comes
when you can initiate others into your world
instead of you being seduced by theirs.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Things relating to love and romance are in
your favor today, Libra, although you may
find that issues of this nature might be
unpredictable. Lovers could be present one
moment and MIA the next, but these are the
risks you take when you deal with love. Find
a balance that doesn't get you so wrapped
up in someone else that you're hurt if his or
her eyes turn elsewhere.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

It might feel like there's a hole in your
heart today, Scorpio, and you could have
a hard time filling it. Remember that
you're the one responsible for making
sure this void is taken care of. If you
insist that someone else fill the gap,
you're setting yourself up for disappoint-
ment. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Issues regarding love and romance are at
a climactic point right now, Sagittarius,
and you could be rather combative. Your
energy in this area may come in waves,
and you're likely to be so charged up
about the situation that you feel like a
time bomb ready to explode. Don't
destroy something wonderful by wanting
a great deal more than you really need.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Don't expect a great deal of sensitivity
from others when it comes to issues con-
cerning love and beauty today, Capricorn.
People are apt to be in their own little
worlds. It may be hard for you to relate to
them now. Trying to sway others to your
point of view could be possible, but it may
be quite difficult and, more importantly,
not worth the effort.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Big B wants
to say

‘Goodbye’ to
Covid-19

S
ony Entertainment
TELEVISION flag-
ship singing reality

show ‘Indian Idol –
Season 13,’ is all set to air
every Saturday & Sunday
at 8:00 PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television. The show is
produced by Freemantle
Media.

This year’s campaign
“Fir saath aane ka ba-
hana hai, ab mausam mu-
sicana hai” brought alive
the celebration of music
and togetherness. Hosted
Aditya Narayan and
reprising their roles as
judges once again, the ul-
timate trio – Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani are here to make
the ‘mausam musicana!’

Also, this year, the show
hosted the multi-city on-
ground auditions in 11
cities after a gap of two
years and witnessed an

overwhelming participa-
tion. Like every year, in
its 13th Season, Indian

Idol is set to unleash di-
verse musical talent from
across India, bringing

forth the country’s rich
multi-cultural back-
ground. Since its incep-

tion, Indian Idol has pre-
sented great singing
prodigies and has effort-
lessly become the nation’s
most sought-after singing
platform. Through the
years, the prestigious
show has given the nation
many wondrous voices
with gems like - Salman
Ali (winner of Season 10),
Sunny Hindustani (win-
ner of Season 11), and the
most recent winner of
season 12, Pawandeep
Rajan who took the na-
tion by storm. With such
unbeatable singing talent
ready to take the viewers
by storm, this season of
Indian Idol is all set to
make the ‘mausam musi-
cana!’ Be sure to tune in
to Indian Idol – Season 13
premiering on 10th
September and will air
every Saturday & Sunday
at 8:00 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television!

Indian Idol – Season 13 premiers on Sep10

Mugdha Godse opts for no-fuss,
eco-friendly Ganpati puja

R
eality TV star Kim
Kardashian has un-
veiled that she

hates being asked for
favours. She shared that
she has "a problem saying
no to people."

The 41-year-old star
said: "I do have a problem
saying no to people, so I

hate when people ask
me for things.

It's like, 'Hey,
will you do this

work thing, it'll just
be two seconds.' And I'm
like, 'It's not that easy."

"I'm coming from
Calabasas, which is an
hour each way.' It takes
about two hours in glam,
so if someone asks me to
do a five-minute cameo,
it's never just that. But, all
my friends and family, no
one ever really asks me
for anything or needs
anything. We're all just
cool." Kim has enjoyed
huge success during her
career, and she has mas-
sive following on social
media, too. However, the
'Keeping Up with the
Kardashians' star still

struggles with her self-
confidence, reports
aceshowbiz.com.

She told Interview mag-
azine: "It's so weird. I have
a problem being super
confident. I've always
been more self-deprecat-
ing, and I get shy when it
comes to, 'Describe your-
self. Talk about yourself.'
Things like that."

Kim was married to
Kanye between 2014 and
2022, and she admits that
their relationship helped
to transform how she's
perceived. The reality TV
star, who split from come-
dian Pete Davidson earli-
er this year, said: "I mean,
when I was with Kanye,
and he was introducing
me to a lot of people, I
think that definitely got a
lot of people to have a dif-
ferent level of respect."

"I've also seen a s**t
more recently - going to
law school, just doing
what I want and becom-
ing my own person and
people seeing that and re-
specting that. There's lev-
els to it."

Kim Kardashian reveals
why she struggles to say

‘no’ to people
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Dubai, Sep 07 (PTI):

Staring an early exit
from the Asia Cup, the
Indian team is facing some
flak for a below-par show
but skipper Rohit Sharma
insists that the team com-
bination is more or less
settled going into the T20
World Cup, though, they
are still looking for some
"answers".

The absence of an indis-
posed Avesh Khan and
Ravindra Jadeja, who un-
derwent a knee surgery,
meant that India competed
with only two frontline
seamers -- Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and Arshdeep
Singh -- with Hardik
Pandya being the third
fast-medium option.

Lack of enough sting in
its bowling attack meant
that the team suffered
back-to-back Super 4 de-
feats against Pakistan and
Sri Lanka, failing to de-
fend par-scores of 181 and
173 respectively.

"It's 90-95% settled, just a
few changes that will hap-
pen," Rohit said of the
team combination after a
humiliating defeat against
Sri Lanka on Tuesday.

The skipper added that
he wanted to experiment a
bit in the Asia Cup and see
what happens when four
specialist bowlers are

used.
"When you talk about

experiments, yes, we want-
ed to try out certain
things. If you look at the
combination we have been
playing before the start of
the Asia Cup, it was with
four seamers, two spin-
ners and the second
spinner was an all-
rounder.

"I always wanted to
try and find answers
as to what happens if
you play with three
seamers and two
spinners, and the
third spinner being
an all-rounder. We
are still looking
for answers," he
explained. It was
done specifically
to check if
Hardik could fit
in as the third
seamer.

"I want to be
prepared for the
World Cup
where you are
challenged as a
team. When you go to the
World Cup, you want to
have all the answers. Since
Hardik Pandya has come
back, we have played with 3
seamers.

"It's good to know what
can happen when you play
with three seamers, two
spinners These defeats

teach us a whole lot of
things," he added.

Still looking for some
answers

While Rohit said that 95
percent of the team is set-
tled, he contradicted him-
self when he said that a lot
of answers are yet to be

found. "There are a lot of
questions we need to an-
swer, and along the way, in
the three-four series we've
played, we have found some
answers. "There will be a
time where we will draw a
line and say, 'this is the com-
bination we want to play for
the World Cup.' After this,

we have two more series
and then the World Cup.
Till our squad is an-
nounced, we can try
out a few players."

Hooda picked
ahead of DK and
not given bowling

A pertinent ques-
tion was why
Deepak Hooda was
sent in at No. 7 and
not given even a
single over to bowl
his off-breaks. "Yes,
we have a sixth
bowling option, but
we also wanted to
try out with five op-
tions and see what
happens and what
doesn't happen,"

Rohit said in his de-
fence. "Today Hooda was

there, but both their right-
handers (openers) were set,
and I didn't think I could
bring him on then because
we were looking to take
wickets through our attack-
ing spinners Ashwin and
Chahal," Rohit referred to
the 97-run opening stand

between Pathum Missanka
and Kusal Mendis. "If we
had got early wickets, I
wanted to bowl Hooda, he
was in my plan. But yes,
sixth options is always nice.
When we play the World
Cup it will be at the back of
our mind to play with six
options."

DK is missing out due
to left-right combination

Rishabh Pant has flat-
tered to deceive in the
chances he has got to bat
but skipper Rohit said that
Dinesh Karthik's absence
from the playing eleven is
purely strategical. "See, it is
simple. We wanted a left-
hander to bat in the middle.
That's why Dinesh Karthik
is out. Not because of form
or anything. We wanted a
left-hand batter in the mid-
dle to take pressure off, but
it didn't happen. "But by no
means DK has been
dropped because of poor
form. We always want to
have flexibility in the
group." Rohit did not forget
to mention some experi-
ments will continue going
into the Australia and
South Africa series at
home. "We will keep chang-
ing players every now and
then depending on the op-
position. Four-five batters
will play, but there will al-
ways be those one-two
changes in the batting."

Team is 95% settled, but we
still need some answers: Rohit New York, Sep 07 (AP):

Karen Khachanov stood on court, arms
raised, basking in a rowdy crowd's cheers
after reaching his first Grand Slam semifinal
at the U.S. Open. Not far away, Nick Kyrgios
took out some of his frustration at the so-
close-yet-so-far result on a pair of rackets.
First, shortly after the last point of his 7-5, 4-6,
7-5, 6-7 (3), 6-4 loss to Khachanov, Kyrgios
cracked his piece of equipment against the
ground once, twice, three, four times. Then,
for good measure, Kyrgios grabbed yet anoth-
er racket out of his bag, reared back and hit
that one on the sideline, too.

Kyrgios could not quite follow up his victo-
ry over defending champion Daniil Medvedev
at Flushing Meadows, bowing out in a high-
quality, topsy-turvy quarterfinal that began
Tuesday night and concluded more than 3 1/2
hours later at about 1 a.m. Wednesday in
Arthur Ashe Stadium. It's just devastating.
Like, it's heartbreaking, said Kyrgios, a 27-
year-old from Australia who was the runner-
up at Wimbledon in July. Pretty much every
other tournament during the year is a waste
of time, really. You should just run up and
show up at a Grand Slam. That's what you're
remembered by. Asked about Kyrgios' display
of disappointment, Khachanov said he saw
rackets were flying, and added: I feel the pain
for him. Early in the match, two spectators
were kicked out after one gave the other a
haircut in the stands. By the end, the late-stay-
ing spectators were pulling for Kyrgios loudly.
At one point in the fourth set, chair umpire
James Keothavong pleaded: Once again,
ladies and gentlemen: Respect both the play-
ers. I was prepared. I was expecting that the
crowd would be more for him, that he was the
favorite in their eyes, said the No. 27-seeded
Khachanov had been 0-2 in major quarterfi-
nals before this one against No. 23 Kyrgios.

Khachanov will face No. 5 Casper Ruud on
Friday for a berth in the championship
match.

Khachanov stops Kyrgios in 5 sets;
faces Ruud in semifinals

Russia's Karen Khachanov celebrates after
defeating Australia's Nick Kyrgios in the 2022
US Open Tennis tournament men's singles
quarter-finals at the USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Center in New York.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI):

Defending champions
India blanked Pakistan 3-0
to make a winning start to
their campaign at the
SAFF Women's
Championship at the
Dasarath Stadium in
Kathmandu here on
Wednesday.

The win extended
India's unbeaten run to 27
matches in the
Championship.

An own goal from rival
captain Maria Jamil
Khan, and an opportunis-
tic strike from Dangmei
Grace in the first-half ef-
fectively settled the issue
in favour of India. A late
goal from Soumya
Gaguloth completed the
rout in added time.

The Blue Tigresses were
dominant almost through-
out, not much willing to
part ways with the ball.
They preferred to stretch
it through the flanks, and
Anu Tamang was om-
nipresent in the middle,
essaying it to the strikers
upfront with her defence
splitting passes.

However, despite the

domination, the first goal
that came India's way in
the 15th minute was a
rather lucky one -- an own
goal from rival captain
Maria Jamila Khan.

Sandhiya, operating
down the left, sent in a
cross which goalkeeper
Shahid Bukhari managed
to get a hand to while div-
ing to her left. The re-
bound hit onrushing
Maria's leg and rolled into
the net.

The second goal, never-
theless, came straight out
of the drawing board.
Collecting the ball just out-

side the box, Anju, caught
in between a jungle of
legs, set it up for an un-
marked Dangmei Grace
with her left foot.

Grateful, Grace received
it, and slipped it between
Shahid and the near post
to give India a 2-0 lead.

India came close to
adding another in the 29th
minute, but even as
Ranjana's left footer beat
Shahid under the bar, it hit
the post.

Changing over, India
earned their first corner
in the 55th minute. Off the
counter, Pakistan earned a

free-kick outside the
Indian box, but Indian
goalkeeper Aditi Chauhan
collected Maria's shot with
effortless ease.

With the Indians press-
ing hard, Pakistan were
not able to break the
shackles and go all out
into attack. Instead, they
preferred to stay back and
defend, with Zulfia Nazir
waiting upfront around
the centre circle.

But the Blue Tigresses
weren't much able to make
use of the series of cor-
ners earned all through-
out. In the 74rd minute,
Sandhiya evaded her
marker and laid it for Anju
to have a crack at the goal.
But the rival defence re-
covered faster, denying
Anju to have a look.

Four minutes later, Anju
was quicker to reach for
the ball over Maria inside
the box. But her snap left-
footer narrowly missed
the target.

Soumya made it 3-0 in
added time, clinically fin-
ishing Ranjana's cross
from the left. India next
play Maldives on
September 10.

Indian women blank Pakistan 3-0 to
start SAAF campaign on winning start

Dubai, Sep 07 (PTI):

All but out of reckoning for
the summit clash, a dishev-
elled India would like to put
their house in order before
facing a gutsy Afghanistan
team which could prove to be
a proverbial banana peel in
the final Super 4 clash of the
Asia Cup on Thursday.
The Indian team hasn't per-
formed to its full potential in
the Super 4 stage and lack of
resources and poor team
selection can also be blamed
for back-to-back demoralis-
ing defeats against Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. What ails the
current Indian team is lack of
flexibility in its planning and
perhaps a few fingers will be
pointed at head coach Rahul

Dravid. It seems that Dravid
is wary of taking a few hard
calls when it comes to team
selections as the team does
not seem to have a Plan B in
its armoury.
In this backdrop, an
Afghanistan team with some
top quality T20 players like
Rashid Khan, Mujeeb Zadran,
Mohammed Nabi, Hazratullah
Zazai and the exciting
Rahamanullah Gurbaz can
really set the cat amongst
pigeons.
This is a team that can chase
down a targets in the 170-
odd range with its power hit-
ters and can also restrict
opposition to manageable
totals with leader of the
attack Rashid intimidating
the opposition.

Asia Cup: Out of sorts India
face tricky Afghanistan

London, Sep 07 (AP):

Alex Hales' three-year
exile from international
cricket ended Wednesday
when he was selected by
England as the replace-
ment for the injured Jonny
Bairstow in its squad for
the Twenty20 World Cup.

Hales, a big-hitting open-
ing batter, was dropped
ahead of the 2019 Cricket
World Cup for what was de-
scribed by the England and
Wales Cricket Board as an
off-field incident that led to
a suspension. He reported-
ly twice tested positive for
recreational drugs.

That led to England's
white-ball captain at the
time, Eoin Morgan, deliver-
ing a scathing condemna-
tion of Hales' behavior, say-
ing he had shown a com-
plete disregard for team
values and couldn't be
trusted.

Hales' return signals a
change in policy by
England, which is now
under the captaincy of Jos
Buttler following the inter-
national retirement of
Morgan this year. Bairstow,

England's in-form batter
across all formats, had to
pull out of the World Cup
squad after injuring his leg
in what he described as a
freak accident while play-
ing golf last week.
Bairstow needs an opera-
tion and said he will be out
for the immediate future.

Hales has also been
added to England squad for
this month's seven-match
T20 series in Pakistan its
first tour of the country
since Australia.

England recalls Hales
for T20 World Cup

after 3-year absence

Kolkata, Sep 07 (PTI):

Viswanathan Anand
firmly believes that India
has enough talent to pro-
duce the next Chess
World Champion but not
before 2025 since there is
no "quicker pathway" and
the process to create one
will take that much time.

Anand began to groom
and mentor the next
batch of chess whizkids
at his Westbridge Anand
Chess Academy (WACA)
after COVID-19 induced
first lockdown in 2020.

Six of India's Gen-Next
talents -- Nihal Sarin, R
P r a g g n a n a n d h a a ,
Raunak Sadhwani, D

Gukesh and R Vaishali
and Arjun Erigiasi were
inducted -- when WACA
came into being in
December 2020.
P r a g g n a n a n d h a a ' s
(Praggu in chess fraterni-
ty) personal coach,
though, is RB Ramesh.

"If you want the formal
title it will be earliest in
2025. There is no quicker
pathway, which gives us
plenty of time to get
ready but there are a lot
of details in that," Anand
told PTI in a virtual inter-
action on Wednesday.

With Magnus Carlsen
refusing to defend his
title, the 2023 World
Championship will be be-
tween the top two finish-
ers of the Candidates and
it is from the next cycle
only, that the likes of
Gukesh and Praggu can
vie for the honours.

Anand's objective is not
contribute in an Indian
winning a world title but
to create a pool of players
to make India a "super-
power in chess".

We can have next Chess
World Champion from India
by 2025: Viswanthan Anand

Washington, Sep 07 (AP):

Rose Lavelle scored the
go-ahead goal and the U.S.
women's national team
won its 13th straight
match with a 2-1 victory
over Nigeria. The United
States also benefitted from
an own goal to extend the
team's unbeaten streak on
American soil to 71 games.

The teams first met on
Saturday in Kansas City,
Kansas, and the United
States came away with a 4-
0 victory. Nigeria was
missing six starters be-
cause of injuries and visa
issues.

The own goal gave the
United States an early lead
in the 24th minute, but
Nigeria equalized on
Uchenna Kanu's score
after the break.

It was the first goal that
the United States has
given up this year. The
goal also snapped a nine-
game shutout streak for
the Americans.

The United States pulled
back in front with

Lavelle's header off a cross
from Megan Rapinoe in
the 66th minute. It was
Lavelle's fourth goal of the
year. Rapinoe came in as a
second-half substitute and
was on the field for just 73
seconds before her key as-
sist.

"I will start first with
with Pinoe's first touch
and cross. I thought that
was world class. But I still
don't know how Rose man-
aged to get her head on the
ball. It was absolutely in-
credible," coach Vlatko
Andonovski said.

Both teams are prepar-
ing for the 2023 Women's
World Cup, co-hosted by
Australia and New
Zealand.

The United States quali-
fied for the World Cup at
the CONCACAF W
Championship in July.
The team won the tourna-
ment title to also secure a
berth in the 2024
Olympics.

The U.S. has won the last
two World Cups and has
four titles overall.

Lavelle’s goal gives the US women
a 2-1 victory over Nigeria

Rose Lavelle
#16 (L) and
Alex Morgan
#13 of the

United
States 

celebrate the
team's 

second goal
scored by
Lavelle at

Audi Field in
Washington,

DC.

London, Sep 07 (PTI):

Pacer Lauren Bell
earned her maiden call-up
as England named a 14-
member women's team for
the T20 International se-
ries against India, which
gets underway in Durham
on Saturday.

The 21-year-old Bell

comes into the squad in
place of the 37-year-old
Katherine Brunt, who has
been rested from the se-
ries. Brunt is England's
leading T20 wicket-taker.

England captain
Heather Knight is also
missing from the squad as
she continues her recov-
ery from last month's hip
surgery. Nat Sciver will
once again lead the side.

England Women head
coach Lisa Keightley, who
will be taking charge of
her last series before re-
turning home to Australia,
said: "I'm excited about fin-
ishing my time with this
team with a really exciting
series against India.
They're a great side and
we'll have to be at our best
to win.

"After discussions with
Katherine she felt the best
thing for her was to rest
across both the T20 and
ODI series. We fully sup-
port that decision with a
view to maximising her
mental and physical recov-
ery off the back of what
has been an intense year
so far.

England women name squad
for T20I series against India

Lauren Bell

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The government will soon
come out with guidelines for
social media influencers,
making it mandatory for
them to declare their associa-
tion with the product they en-
dorse, sources said. "The
Department of Consumer
Affairs is coming out with
guidelines on social media in-
fluencers. It is creating dos
and don'ts for them," an offi-
cial source said.

Sources said social media
influencers, who have large
followers on social media
platforms like Instagram, are
endorsing products after tak-
ing payments from the
brands. As per the proposed
guidelines, if social media in-

fluencers endorse any brand
after taking money , they will
have to declare their associa-
tion with that brand, sources
said. 

Social media influencers
will need to put disclaimers in
such endorsement posts,
they added.  The guidelines
might come within next 15
days. Meanwhile, the depart-
ment has completed the
process of developing a
framework to curb fake re-
views posted on e-commerce
websites. 

The same will be released
shortly. In May, the depart-
ment along with the
Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI) held a
virtual meeting with stake-
holders, including e-com-

merce entities, to discuss the
magnitude of fake reviews on
their platforms. 

Fake reviews mislead con-
sumers into buying online
products and services. The
department had then decided
it would develop these frame-
works after studying the
present mechanism being fol-
lowed by e-commerce enti-
ties in India and best prac-
tices available globally. 

Since e-commerce involves
a virtual shopping experience
without any opportunity to
physically view or examine
the product, consumers heav-
ily rely on reviews posted on
platforms to see the opinion
and experience of users who
have already purchased the
good or service.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

In a different era, bail-
ing India out of trouble
across 22-yards was his
day job but as a Member
of Parliament,
Harbhajan Singh recent-
ly got an opportunity to
perform a bigger duty --
rescuing a distressed
Indian citizen, held cap-
tive in a foreign land.

One of India's greatest
bowlers, who was nomi-
nated by Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) to Rajya
Sabha, recently played a
very significant role
along with Indian
Embassy in Oman in res-
cuing 21-year-old
Bathinda girl Kamaljeet
Kaur, who was "illegally

held and manhandled by
her employers".

Her passport and sim
card was also confiscat-
ed. Asked about the inci-
dent, Harbhajan told PTI,
"This wouldn't have been
possible without the help
of Indian Embassy in
Oman and our
Ambassador Mr Amit
Narang. His contribution
has been invaluable."

"As far as my interven-
tion is concerned, this
Rajya Sabha seat is to help
people in need and a
daughter of our country
was in need. I just did my
job. It was very nice of
Indian Embassy to call me
up and inform that
Kamaljeet is back home in
Punjab, safe and secured."

Kamaljeet, who is now
back in her native place
Barkandi village in
Bathinda, and her father

Sikandar Singh, spoke to
PTI about their week-
long ordeal and how trav-
el and placement agents
in Punjab are bleeding
poor families financially
with a promise of a better
future. Kamaljeet was
supposed to join an
Indian family but was
moved to an office
straight from the airport.

"My father is daily

labourer and we are a fam-
ily of three. Being the eld-
est of three siblings, I
wanted to help my father
and I had approached a
local agent named Jagseer
Singh, who promised me
the job of a cook with a
hindi-speaking Indian
family in Oman," an emo-
tionally exhausted
Kamaljeet started narrat-
ing her harrowing story.

"It was towards end of
last month that I left for
Muscat. I was told that if
my service turns out to be
satisfactory, I will be em-
ployed either in
Singapore or Australia
where there is a big
Punjabi population.

"But the moment, I
touched down and left the
Muscat airport, I could
sense that there was some-
thing wrong when I saw
the chaperone who accom-

panied us," she said.
Kamaljeet was taken to

a place, Falaj Al Qabail by
the Omani agent named
'Arban' and when she was
asked to put up in a big of-
fice room, she understood
that she had been duped
by the agent.

"There were two ladies
Maryam and Seema who
were in charge of around
20 women, all Indians,
working over there. They
first took my passport and
sim card. No explanation
was given as to why.

"I was being forced to
wear a burqa and learn
Arabic language. It was
some office and not any
Indian family," she recol-
lected past week's horror.
However Kamaljeet mus-
tered courage and bought
a new sim card to get in
touch with her family and
narrated her nightmare.

Mumbai, Sep 07 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Wednesday rejected the
plea of Vidhie Mukerjea,
daughter of estranged cou-
ple Indrani Mukerjea and
Peter Mukerjea, both ac-
cused in the Sheena Bora
murder case, seeking per-
mission to reside with her
mother in Mumbai on her
return to India.

Vidhie has been living in
London for the past several
years. She is returning to
India on September 10, as
per her application filed on
August 30. Her plea was re-

jected by special judge S P
Naik Nimbalkar, presiding
over the Sheena Bora mur-
der case. Indrani
Mukerjea, the prime ac-
cused in the case, is cur-
rently out on bail. In her
plea filed through advocate
Ranjeet Sangle, Vidhie
claimed that she was de-
prived of her mother's
companionship as a minor
when Indrani Mukerjea
was arrested in 2015, in
connection with her
daughter Sheena Bora's
murder, and the separation
has affected her "emotion-
al well-being". The plea

further said that Indrani
Mukerjea is suffering from
irreversible cerebral is-
chemia, she is frail and re-
quires proper personal and
medical care, which
Vidhie would like to pro-
vide to the best of her abil-
ity and time. However, the
prosecution (Central
Bureau of Investigation)
on Wednesday opposed her
plea, saying Vidhie
Mukerjea is a prosecution
witness and has not been
examined until now.
Allowing her plea would
be a violation of condi-
tions imposed by the

Supreme Court while
granting bail to Indrani
Mukerjea, the CBI said.

The apex court while
granting bail to Indrani
Mukerjea had set certain
conditions, including that
she will not influence the
prosecution witness or
tamper with the evidence.

The petitioner (Indrani
Mukerjea) in any case
shall not meet or establish
contact with the witnesses
till the recording of evi-
dence is over. Finding mer-
its in the prosecution
reply, the special judge re-
jected Vidhie's plea.

MP Sanjay Raut seeks
bail from special court

Mumbai, Sep 07 (PTI): 

Shiv Sena Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Raut, arrested
last month in a money
laundering case linked to
a housing project in
Mumbai, on Wednesday
moved a bail application
before a special court
here. His bail plea is like-
ly to come up for hearing
before judge MG
Deshpande, presiding
over the special PMLA
court, on Thursday.

Raut, 60, was arrested
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in early
August under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
for his alleged role in fi-

nancial irregularities re-
lated to the redevelop-
ment of Patra 'Chawl' (old
row tenements) in subur-
ban Goregaon. The Shiv
Sena politician is current-
ly in jail under judicial
custody. The Rajya Sabha
member was found to be
alleged beneficiary of
more than Rs 2 crore of
the proceeds of crime, the
ED has claimed.

Further, the central
probe agency has claimed
documents seized during
its probe showed the pur-
chase of properties at
Alibaug, a coastal town in
neighbouring Raigad 
district, by Raut 
involved substantial cash 
transactions.

Cabinet approves Kochi Metro
Rail project’s 2nd phase

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the
second phase of the Kochi
Metro Rail project, which
will have 11 stations cover-
ing a length of over 11 km
and cost Rs 1,957 crore. In a
statement after the cabinet
meeting, the government
said preparatory work for
the second phase, including
road widening of the
Seaport Airport Road, are
progressing well.

The first phase in Kochi
from Aluva to Petta, cover-
ing a length of 25.6 Km with
22 stations at an estimated

completion cost of
Rs.5181.79 crore, is fully op-
erational. The second phase
from JLN Stadium to
Infopark will pass through
Kakkanad. The Kochi Metro
Phase 1A project of viaduct
of 1.80 km between Petta to
SN Junction with an ap-
proved cost of Rs 710.93
crore is being implemented
as a state sector project.
Kochi Metro Phase 1 B
Project of 1.20 km from SN
Junction to Thripunithura
Terminal is also under con-
struction as state sector
project. Kochi is Kerala's
most densely populated city
and is part of an extended
metropolitan region, which
is the largest urban agglom-
eration in the state.

Darogar Alga (Assam), Sep 07 (PTI): 

A day after the madrassa
he was studying in was de-
molished by villagers of
Darogar Alga char (sand
bar) in Goalpara district of
Assam, 10-year-old Abdul
Hamid and his classmates
stare at an uncertain fu-
ture. After completing his
primary education up to
Class 5 at the Darogar Alga
Majar Char Lower
Primary School, Hamid's
father got him admitted to
the local madrassa for
learning theology.

"Our madrassa was de-
molished yesterday. But
our teachers had run away
a few days ago after the po-
lice came looking for them
around 20 days back. Since
then, no class has taken
place," Hamid told PTI
here. The Assam Police on
Tuesday claimed that peo-
ple have demolished the
madrassa and a house ad-
jacent to it in protest

against the alleged use of
its premises for 'jihadi' ac-
tivities.

Hamid said all his class-
mates had left the semi-
nary for their homes after
two teachers, allegedly
Bangladeshis, disappeared
following the arrest of
some persons in connec-
tion with alleged jehadi'
links. Ismail Mohammed,
another student of the
madrassa, said he will
have to help his father in
farming if he cannot join
another institute some-
where else.

"My father cannot afford
to send me to a high school
for studies. I have only two
options -- either join anoth-
er madrassa or help my fa-
ther in farming," he added.
Hamid's father, Somesh
Ali, said all parents took
their children home after
the news of terror links
were alleged with the two
teachers of the madrassa.

"My son was very good at

studies. He even had made
a small machine boat using
batteries and small pieces
of tin during his school
days. I got him admitted in
the madrassa about four
months back," Ali said.
Asked why he admitted
Hamid to a religious
course instead of proper
general studies despite his
scientific knack, he said
that the village does not
have a high school and the
boy would have to travel a
lot for higher studies.

"Moreover, he will earn
something and will be able
to feed himself if one day
he becomes an Imam," the
father uttered. The
madrassa which was de-
molished had around 20
students. They were study-
ing theology by staying in
the compound which also
houses a mosque. The
mosque, however, was not
dismantled.

Asked why parents take
their children away from

general schools and admit
them to the madrassa,
Habibur Rahman, the only
teacher of the Darogar
Alga Majar Char Lower
Primary School, said there
may be more than one rea-
son for this. "A madrassa
offers food and lodging for
the students and that helps
poor parents. However, I
don't think it is the reason
here," he told PTI sitting
under a peepal tree on the
school compound.

The Muslim community
considers it to be holy if a
person's 'janaja' (funeral
prayer) is conducted by a
family member, especially
a son, Rahman said. "This
is one of the main reasons
among the less educated
Muslim families for send-
ing their children to
madrassa education in-
stead of general studies.
Two students from Class 1
and 3 were studying in the
madrassa after leaving my
school," he added.

PM to inaugurate Kartavya Path
today, unveil Netaji statue

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
Thursday inaugurate the
n e w l y - c h r i s t e n e d
Kartavya Path -- a stretch
from Rashtrapati Bhavan
to India Gate that will
have red granite walk-
ways with greenery all
around, refurbished
canals, state-wise food
stalls, new amenity blocks
and vending kiosks.

According to the govern-
ment, it symbolises a shift
from erstwhile Rajpath
being an icon of power to
Kartavya Path being an ex-
ample of public owner-
ship and empowerment.

Modi will also unveil a
statue of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose at India
Gate. These steps are in
line with the prime minis-

ter's second 'Panch Pran'
for New India in Amrit
Kaal: 'remove any trace of
colonial mindset', it said.

The CPWD has set up
five vending zones where
40 vendors each will be al-
lowed and two blocks near

the India Gate with eight
shops each. Some states
have shown their interest
to set up their food stalls.

The entire stretch has
been revamped under the
Modi government's ambi-
tious Central Vista rede-

velopment project.
In a statement, the

prime minister's office
said over the years,
Rajpath and adjoining
areas of the Central Vista
Avenue had been witness-
ing pressure of increasing
traffic of visitors, putting
stress on its infrastruc-
ture.

It lacked basic ameni-
ties like public toilets,
drinking water, street fur-
niture and adequate park-
ing space. Further, there
was inadequate signage,
poor maintenance of
water features and hap-
hazard parking.

Also, a need was felt to
organise the Republic Day
parade and other national
events in a less disruptive
manner with minimal re-
strictions on public move-
ment.
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Tribals perform Santhali dance during Karma festival celebrations at Premchand Nagar in Dhanbad, Wednesday.

KARMA FEST

Devotees at a Ganapati Visarjan procession in the backdrop of Taj Mahal, in Agra, Wednesday.

IMMERSION PROCESSION

Madrassa demolished, students
face uncertain future

View of the revamped Central Vista Avenue on the eve of
its launch by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

SHEENA BORA CASE

Court rejects Vidhie’s plea for 
nod to stay with mother Indrani

Guidelines for social
media influencers on anvil

Harbhajan helps in rescuing 21-year-old Bathinda girl

Declaration to be must for endorsing products



Greetings 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: President
Droupadi Murmu has
extended her greetings to
all citizens on the occa-
sion of Onam, the
Rashtrapati Bhavan said
in a statement on
Wednesday. Onam is a
harvest festival celebrat-
ed especially in Kerala. In
her message, the
President extended her
warm greetings and best
wishes on the auspicious
occasion of Onam "to all
the fellow citizens living
in India and abroad, espe-
cially the brothers and
sisters of Kerala".

Denied 
MMuummbbaaii:: Shiv Sena presi-
dent Uddhav Thackeray
was denied permission to
meet jailed party MP
Sanjay Raut and asked by
authorities to take court
approval for meeting him
in the prison, a senior jail
official said on
Wednesday. Raut, arrested
in early August in a money
laundering case linked to
alleged irregularities in
the redevelopment of a
Mumbai 'chawl' (old row
tenement), is currently
lodged in the Arthur Road
jail in central Mumbai.

Ban
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: There will be a
blanket ban on the produc-
tion, sale and use of all
types of firecrackers in the
national capital, including
on Diwali, till January 1,
2023, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said on
Wednesday. Rai said the
ban extends to online sale
of firecrackers. He, howev-
er, did not clarify when
the restrictions will come
into force.

Survey 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Income-
tax department on
Wednesday conducted a
survey operation against
Delhi-based think tank
Centre for Policy
Research (CPR), official
sources said. The premis-
es of the think tank locat-
ed near Malcha Marg in
central Delhi are being
covered, they said.

Genes 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Scientists at
CSIR-Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology
(CCMB) here have identi-
fied eight genes that
were not known earlier
for their role in human
male fertility.
Approximately, one out of
every seven couples is
infertile worldwide and
male infertility accounts
for about 50 per cent of
these cases. The cases
range from defects in the
male reproductive sys-
tem, deficiencies in
semen quality, and hor-
monal imbalance.

CC

C E N T R A L

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Thursday, September 08,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

PAGE 11

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

BRIEF

A family member reacts as 
he pays tribute to victims of
the Delhi High Court blast on
the 11th anniversary of the

incident, in New Delhi,
Wednesday. 
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Raipur, Sep 07: 

The Income Tax
Department on Wednesday
conducted raids at multiple
locations linked to some
businessmen in
Chhattisgarh, police offi-
cials said.

The searches are under-
way since early Wednesday
morning in different dis-
tricts including Raipur and
Raigarh.

Police officials in these
districts confirmed that the
IT teams assisted by the
Central police force are pres-
ent at the premises, includ-
ing offices, of some steel and
coal traders and civil con-
tractors. The nature of the
action being carried out by
the I-T department is not yet
clear, they said. Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
told reporters at the Raipur

airport that he had already
predicted raids by the

Income Tax and the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED). "I had said (that raids
will happen) now ED will
also follow them," Baghel
said when asked about the
action by the IT department.
Commenting on the raids,
Chhattisgarh Congress com-
munication wing's chief
Sushil Anand Shukla al-
leged the Modi government
has been misusing the
Central probe agencies.
"There are reports that raids
are being carried out by I-T
at the premises of some
businessmen. The way the
Modi government is misus-
ing Central investigation
agencies, a slogan 'kednra
sarkar ke teen jamai (sons-
in-law), ED, IT, and CBI' has
become common among
people," he said.

Bengaluru, Sep 07 (PTI) 

Some of the top busi-
ness executives residing in
'Epsilon', a gated commu-
nity in North Bengaluru,
had never dreamt that
they would get a "feel of
Venice" in their locality.

Several tycoons got
stranded in their own
homes due to flooding trig-
gered by two-days of
heavy rains, which also
threw life out of gear in
several parts of the city,
particularly information
technology corridor and
arterial roads.

Home to billionaires,
the starting price of a villa
in Epsilon is at least Rs 10
crore. However, the eye
catching locality near
Nagawara itself turned
into an extension of the
Nagawara lake during the
deluge. High end cars were

submerged, household be-
longings washed away, and
the dwellers of this posh
locality near Manyata
Techpark rode on tractors
and boats with families to
their safety.

Vinod Kaushik, CEO of
a construction startup had
to evacuate his house with

his family in a tractor.
Another evacuee was
Meena Girisaballa, the
Founder and the CEO of
P u r p l e F r o n t
Technologies. She rued
that the entire gated prop-
erty was flooded as the
stormwater drain gushed
into their homes.

Kanyakumari, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Wednesday launched its
nationwide 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra' with the handing
over of the national flag to
Rahul Gandhi.

At the formal launch
rally, senior party leader
Digvijay Singh also
thanked Gandhi for agree-
ing to walk all the way
from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir for the yatra.

The party said that the
handing over of Tiranga
by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and
Chhattisgarh Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
marks the onset of the
biggest political move-
ment in India since inde-
pendence. Baghel said
those who supported the
British are now spreading
poison in the country.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI) 

India is keen to
strengthen its partner-
ship with Russia on
Arctic subjects and there
is immense scope for co-
operation in the field of
energy as well, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Wednesday and re-
iterated support to all
peaceful efforts to end the
Ukraine conflict.

In an online plenary
session address at the
Eastern Economic
Forum, being organised
in the Russian city of
Vladivostok and also at-
tended by Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
Modi said India has been
emphasising the need to

adopt the path of diploma-
cy and dialogue since the
beginning of the Ukraine
conflict. "We support all

peaceful efforts to end this
conflict," the prime minis-
ter said. He also said
Russia can become an im-
portant partner for the
Indian steel industry
through the supply of
coking coal and there was
scope for good coopera-
tion in the mobility of tal-
ent.

"Indian talent has con-
tributed to the develop-
ment of many developed
regions of the world. I be-
lieve that the talent and
professionalism of
Indians can bring about
rapid development in the
Russian Far East," he
added. Referring to India's
ancient doctrine
" V a s u d h a i v a
Kutumbakam", Modi said,

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a Rs
27,360-crore scheme for the
development of over 14,000
schools across the country
as PM Schools for Rising
India (PM-SHRI), which is
expected to benefit 18.7
lakh students.

Under the scheme, over
14,000 schools, including
Kendriya Vidyalayas and
Navodaya Vidyalayas as
well as schools run by state
governments and local bod-
ies, will be strengthened to
emerge as PM-SHRI
Schools, Union ministers
Dharmendra Pradhan and
Anurag Thakur told re-
porters after the Cabinet
meeting.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
the scheme on September 5

on Teachers Day to up-
grade and modernise exist-
ing schools from amongst
those managed by the cen-
tral and state governments,
as well as local bodies. The
total project cost would be
Rs 27,360 crore for five

years, of which the central
share would be Rs 18,128
crore. The government ex-
pects this scheme to benefit
18.7 lakh students and these
schools will be monitored
vigorously to assess
progress and understand
the challenges faced in the
implementation of the new
National Education Policy
(NEP), 2020. "PM SHRI will
provide high-quality educa-

tion in an equitable, inclu-
sive and joyful school envi-
ronment that takes care of
the diverse background,
multilingual needs, and dif-
ferent academic abilities of
children and makes them
active participants in their
own learning process as
per the vision of NEP 2020,"
said Pradhan, who is the
Education and Skill
Development Minister.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The income tax depart-
ment on Wednesday con-
ducted raids in multiple
states as part of a pan-India
tax evasion probe against
certain registered unrecog-
nised political parties
(RUPP) and their alleged du-
bious financial transactions,
official sources said.

At least 110 locations in
Gujarat, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana and
some other states are being
searched, they said.

The tax teams are being
assisted by police.

An I-T team was seen at
an office of a lawyer in the
Mayur Vihar area, as part of

this operation. A coordinat-
ed action has been launched
by the department against
certain RUPPs, their pro-
moters and linked entities to
probe the source of their in-
come and expenditure, the
sources said. Some other in-
stances of political funding
through alleged illegal
means are also being inves-
tigated as part of the action,
they said. The surprise ac-
tion is understood to have
been taken by the depart-
ment on a recent recommen-
dation of the Election
Commission (EC) which re-
cently struck off at least 198
entities from its list of RUPP
after they were found non-
existent during physical ver-
ification. The poll panel had
announced that it was tak-

ing action against more
than 2,100 entities, cate-
gorised as RUPP by it, for
flouting rules and election
laws, including those related
to filing of monetary contri-
butions, failing to update
their address and names of
office bearers. It had said
some of these parties were
indulging in "serious" finan-
cial impropriety.

According to the poll
panel, it acted after chief
electoral officers (CEOs) of
states reported that these
RUPP either were "non-exis-
tent" on verification or the
letters issued by authorities
to verify their addresses and
communication details had
been returned as undeliv-
ered by the department of
posts.

Kota (Raj) Sep 07 (PTI): 

There are no plans to
merge engineering en-
trance exam JEE and med-
ical entrance exam NEET
with the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET), Union Minister of
Education, Skill
Development and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Dharmendra Pradhan said.

University Grants
Commission Chairman
Jagadesh Kumar had last
month said in future JEE
and NEET will be merged
with the CUET.

"Merger of NEET, JEE
and CUET is currently a
concept, a thought and the
government has not yet de-
cided upon it in principle,"
Pradhan said while inter-

acting with students, mostly
hailing from his home state
Odisha, of Allen Career
Institute in here during his
one day visit to the city on
Tuesday.

There is no proposal of
merging NEET, JEE with
CUET and it will take at
least two years to decide
upon the concept of a merg-
er of the three exams and to
conduct a combined test,
Pradhan said while asking
the students not to be afraid.

On the increasing content
in books from class 9 on-
wards so that students do
not have to consult other
books for competitive
exams preparation,
Pradhan said the new books
under the New Education
Policy-2020, would come out
in the next two years.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

A five-judge Constitution bench
of the Supreme Court on
Wednesday said it will hear on
September 27, an application of
Uddhav Thackeray-led faction
seeking to restrain the Election
Commission from deciding on
the claim of Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde-led
group over the "original" Shiv
Sena party. The bench headed
by Justice DY Chandrachud said
it will pass directions indicating
the timeline for hearing all
other issues emanating from a
batch of petitions filed by both
the sides related to power of
speaker/deputy speaker and
governor in relation to the polit-

ical crisis which had happened
in Maharashtra few months
back. The bench was hearing
pending cases related to the
crisis that led to the fall of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment in the state. As the
matter was taken up for hear-
ing, senior advocate Neeraj
Kishan Kaul, appearing for the
Shinde faction, told the bench
also comprising Justices MR
Shah, Krishna Murari, Hima
Kohli and PS Narasimha that
the opposite side has filed an
intervention application in their
matter seeking to restrain the
poll panel from taking any deci-
sion. He said the Election
Commission of India (ECI) can-
not be prevented from taking
any decision and earlier, the
top court had refused to stay
the proceeding before the poll
panel.

I-T raids at business
premises in Chh’garh

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel told reporters at the Raipur airport
that he had already predicted raids by the Income Tax and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED). "I had said (that raids will happen)
now ED will also follow them," Baghel said when asked about the
action by the IT department. Commenting on the raids,
Chhattisgarh Congress communication wing's chief Sushil Anand
Shukla alleged the Modi government has been misusing the Central
probe agencies. "There are reports that raids are being carried out
by I-T at the premises of some businessmen. The way the Modi gov-
ernment is misusing Central investigation agencies, a slogan 'ked-
nra sarkar ke teen jamai (sons-in-law), ED, IT, and CBI' has become
common among people," he said.

The searches are underway since early Wednesday morning in dif-
ferent districts including Raipur and Raigarh. Police officials in
these districts confirmed that the IT teams assisted by the Central
police force are present at the premises, including offices, of some
steel and coal traders and civil contractors. The nature of the action
being carried out by the I-T department is not yet clear, they said.

‘Already predicted raids’

Raids in Raipur and Raigarh

BENGALURU RAINS

Floating luxury cars, biz 
executives on tractors rush to safety

Vehicles wade through the waterlogged Outer Ring Road after
heavy monsoon rains, in Bellandur, Bengaluru, Wednesday.

‘India to strengthen partnership
with Russia on Arctic subjects’

PM Narendra Modi addresses 
the plenary session of the 7th
Eastern Economic Forum, in

Vladivostok, Russia, via a video
message from New Delhi. 

Congress launches Bharat Jodo Yatra
̈ Baghel hand over

Tiranga to Rahul 

CM Bhupesh Baghel hands over the national flag to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi during the launch of nationwide Bharat Jodo
Yatra, in Kanyakumari. 

CChheennnnaaii:: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday paid floral tributes to his

father and former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at the latter's memorial in

Sriperumbudur near here ahead of the 'Bharat Jodo Yatra', and said he lost his

father to "hate and division" and does not want to lose his country. The Wayanad

MP, who had arrived here on Tuesday night, began the day by offering tributes

to the former prime minister and sat in a silent prayer in his memory.

Lost my father to ‘hate and division’:  Rahul

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday
said the tricolour belongs to
every religion, state and lan-
guage, but it is under attack
today by the BJP and the RSS
that are dividing India on lines of
religion and language. Speaking
at the launch of the Bharat Jodo
Yatra at a rally here, he said
every single institution of the
country is under attack as he
sought the support of people to
help keep the country united.

‘Tricolour under
attack by BJP, RSS’

JOY OF SUCCESS

PAP recruits celebrate after their passing out parade at Punjab Armed Police (PAP)
campus, in Jalandhar, Wednesday.

SC on Sep 27 Uddhav’s
plea to restrain ECI

̈ From deciding on
‘real’ Shiv Sena claim

‘No plans to merge
NEET, JEE with CUET’

I-T raids unrecognised political
parties across India

Development Of Over 14,000 PM-SHRI Schools

Cabinet approves Rs 27,360-cr scheme

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan with I 
& B Minister Anurag Thakur
briefs the media on Cabinet
decisions at National Media

Centre, in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a policy for long-term
leasing of railway land for the PM Gati Shakti programme, which
the government said will help set up 300 cargo terminals and gen-
erate 1.25 lakh jobs. The new policy will help provide land lease
for a longer period of up to 35 years as against five years at pres-
ent, Union Minister Anurag Thakur told the media after the cabi-
net meeting. With an employment generation potential of about
1.25 lakh jobs, the policy will also bring more revenue to the
Railways; 300 cargo terminals will be developed in five years. The
new policy will enable the integrated development of infrastruc-
ture and more cargo terminals.

‘Policy on long-term leasing of railway land’

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  0077:: Teachers' day
was celebrated in St Thomas
college by B Ed students in the
honour of all teachers.
Program started with college
prayer led by Santosh Yadav.
This was followed by lightning
of lamp by Principal Dr MG
Roymon and faculty members
of Education department.
Welcome speech was deliv-
ered by Swati Hariharno, stu-
dent of first  semester. 

Principal, Dr MG Roymon
emphasized on the qualities of
a good teacher and also ex-
tended blessings in his speech.
A PPT on biography of Dr
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan was
presented by B Ed first semes-
ter student Anupam. Students
of first and third semester per-

formed group dances, while
third semester  student
Madhusmitha and  first semes-
ter student Parina George pre-
sented melodious song. 

Sumit Tirkey, student of
third semester recited a beau-
tiful poem. The students or-
ganised musical chair game
for teachers. Dr Sheeja
Thomas, Head, Department of
Education appreciated the ef-

forts of B Ed students in organ-
ising the program. 

Cultural Activity Incharge Dr
Reema Dewangan in her ad-
dress presented a review of
entire program providing use-
ful feedback for future pro-
grams. First semester students
Julie Minz and Nita Sonber
compeered the program and
Vote of thanks was proposed
by Merina Elizer.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  0077::  The academic
achievements of students are
founded upon the shoulders of
the educators. They aid in the
acquisition of information, the
enhancement of abilities, the
development of self-assur-
ance, and the selection of opti-
mal routes to achievement. 

Teachers' Day, celebrated
on September 05 all across the
nation is an opportunity for the
entire student's community to
show their love and regard for
their teachers and mentors.
The students of Rungta Public
school, that runs under the
aegis of Sanjay Rungta Group
of Institutions celebrated the
day with great pomp and
show. Students put on per-
formances, dances and hosted
elaborate shows for their
most-loved teachers.

The theme for this year's

teachers' day is 'Leading in cri-
sis, reimagining the future.'
This is the 60th year since cele-
brating September 5 as
Teachers' Day started in 1962,
marking the birth anniversary
of former President and schol-
ar Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan.  With the nor-
malcy fast restoring and stu-
dents back in campus, it is
once again that time of the
year when cultural pro-
grammes and events are or-

ganised in schools and col-
leges. Students brought flow-
ers, sweets and cards for their
teachers to express their grati-
tude and love while senior stu-
dents dressed up in formals
and engaged the classes so
that teachers can take a break
and enjoy the celebrations.  An
auspicious start was given to
the cultural program with the
invocation of Goddess
Saraswati. The Principal,
Manas Chatterjee and Head of

Primary, Deepti Singh per-
formed the puja, seeking
blessings for everyone.  The
students had planned and
wonderfully executed a string
of enjoyable and colourful mu-
sical and dance presentations
and games for the teachers,
which they enjoyed thorough-
ly. Later, there were some ex-
cellent performances by the
teachers and a special musical
feat by Principal.  In his ad-
dress, the Principal, Manas

Chatterjee reiterated that the
task of a teacher is to give his
or her students a purpose to
setting up the best examples
as successful citizens of the
world, they inspire individuals
to do well and succeed in life. 

Such occasions provide a
platform to recognise the hard
work of the mentors and
gurus. He further said that
teachers are the bedrocks
upon which any institution's
quality education is built and
they are perhaps the few peo-
ple in our lives who rejoice
when their student, outdo
them.  Chairman of Sanjay
Rungta Group of Institutions
Sanjay Rungta, director Saket
Rungta & assistant director
Shajid Ansari extended their
greetings to all teachers and
students before the sumptuous
lunch served in the school
cafeteria brought a wonderful
end to the day's celebration.

Three including a juvenile held for loot
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 07: Police
have arrested three ruffi-
ans including a juvenile
on charges of loot. The
looted items have been re-
covered from them. DSP
(Crime) Nasar Siddhiqui
informed that under the
directions of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava and ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, the
teams of various police
stations are maintaining
vigil on the activities of
suspects and criminal
record holders.

Recently, one Tushar
Singh Thakur filed a com-
plaint at Bhilai Bhatti
Police Station against
three unidentified bikers
who allegedly looted a mo-
bile phone, headphone and
Rs 4000 cash from him.
The victim was plucking
flowers near Football
Ground in Sector 2 on
September 03 when the ac-

cused approached and
took him on the tip of a
sharp weapon (Cutter).
They beat the victim and
looted mobile phone and
cash from him. The ac-
cused then escaped on a
bike towards Chandra
Mourya under bridge.

During investigation,
police received a tip off
from the informers re-

garding three suspects
who were lingering near
BSNL Square on a
Splendor bike bearing reg-
istration number CG07-
CD-6625. The suspects
were taken into custody
and during interrogation,
they confessed to have
looted a mobile phone,
headphone and cash from
a person on September 3.

The accused were iden-
tified as Ravi Rajbhar (20)
son of Dharmendra
Rajbhar a resident of
Ghasidas Nagar, Jamul;
Shiv Soni (18) son of Late
Raju Soni a resident of 32-
Acre Colony, Jamul an a
juvenile of Camp-02.
Police seized a bike (CG07-
CD-6625), yellow colour
shirt, iron cutter, mobile
phone and headphone
total worth Rs 88200 from
the possession of the ac-
cused. They have been
booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in section
392 of IPC.

Inspector Krishna
Kumar Kushwaha, Sub
Inspector BR Markam,
ASI Praveen Singh,
Constable Ajay Singh,
Bhumindra Verma, Murli
Soni, Kaushal Sinha, G
Jagmohan, and Surya
Prakash Sahu played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

BSP’s URM and Merchant 
Mill create new daily records

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 07: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has been
producing world class
quality rails for Indian
Railways for over six
decades as per desired
specifications, quality, pro-
file and length. As Rail
makers to the Nation,
SAIL's Bhilai Steel Plant
has been an integral part
of the day to day opera-
tions of the Indian
Railways, the National
Carrier.

SAIL-BSP has rolled out
the desired volume, quali-
ty and length of rails to
meet the changing re-
quirements, year after
year, progressively im-
proving standards to roll
out world class rails as per
stringent specifications of

the Indian Railways. The
Rails produced by
SAIL/BSP traverse the
length and breadth of our
Country.

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Universal Rail Mill (URM)
created a new daily record
by producing 3027.6 T
Prime rails on September

04, 2022 surpassing the pre-
vious record of 3026 T on
March 16, 2022. Also, 300
numbers of 130 m Rails
were rolled in Universal
Raill Mill, creating a new
daily record on September
04, 2022 surpassing the pre-
vious record of rolling 271
numbers of 130 m rails.

97.2% acceptance by
RITES was given during
Rail inspection, breaking
the previous record of
96.2% acceptance on
February 04, 2022.

BSP's Merchant Mill has
created a new daily record
by producing 1,968 Tonne
65 mm angles, breaking
the previous best record of
1,915 Tonne 65 mm angles
on September 02, 2022.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-charge, Bhilai
Steel Plant and Anjani
Kumar, Executive
Director (Works) congrat-
ulated the URM and
Merchant Mill collective
for the achievement and
also conveyed their best
wishes to the  associated
departments like SMS 2,
SMS 3,T & D, RCL and
RITES.
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Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 07: Nutrition
awareness week and
Nutrition awareness month
is being celebrated by
Medical and Health Services
department of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant during
September 2022. An informa-
tive exhibition on 'Nutrition
awareness programme' was
inaugurated by Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c (BSP)
at Ispat Bhavan on
September 07, 2022.

AK Bhatta, ED(MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works),
MM Gadre, ED (P & A), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Dr AK Panda, ED
(Finance), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c (M
& HS), CGM's, Senior
Doctors, members of
Dietetics department and
other officials were present
during the exhibition.

The exhibition included
weight and sugar monitor-
ing machine, BMI chart with
Index. The highlight of the
exhibition was a wide array
of Nutritive items displayed
in different categories like
Beverages, Smoothies,
Snacks and a Diabetic dish.
Colourful food items having
high nutritive content were
exhibited. Also, these items
were served to Guests and
Visitors, so that they can be
inspired to use them in their
day-to-day lives.

Beverages of different va-
rieties like Immunity
Booster, Heat Guard, Detox
drink and refreshing drinks
were available. Muthiya
made out of rice flour,
sprouts and multi-grain
fudge were also part of the
exhibits. A pictorial
brochure with these recipes
was distributed amongst the
visitors. The wide range of
healthy food items offered a
realistic and practical way
forward for healthy and nu-
tritive food habits.

NCOA passes resolution for strategic merger of steel sector PSUs

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 07: Apex or-
ganization of executives of
public sector steel under-
takings - SEFI has been em-
phasizing on restructuring
and strategic merger, in
place of indiscriminate pri-
vatization and disinvest-
ment of PSUs. SEFI had
passed a resolution for
strategic merger of PSUs
in the steel sector in its
meeting held on April 04,
2021 in New Delhi.

They are demanding for-
mation of a Mega Steel
PSU under the Ministry of
Steel by strategic merger of
RINL, SAIL, Nagarnar
Steel Plant, NMDC,
MECON etc. Based on the
SEFI resolution, the topic
of strategic merger of steel
sector PSUs was discussed
in the Lok Sabha on
December 15, 2021.

Steel Sector PSUs have

not only created employ-
ment through steel plants
in different places of the
country in the last six
decades but have also done
overall development of
their surrounding area
through health, education,
infrastructure and CSR ac-
tivities.

Today, the well-educated
and capable class, known
as "middle class" in the
country, basically flour-
ished due to such public un-
dertakings and became the
reason for the economic,
educational progress of the
country. There is a dire
need to save this inclusive
model of development so
that a strong citizen can
build a strong nation. The
steel sector has played an
important role in nation
building in the last 60
years.

National General
Council meeting of the

National Confederation
Officers Association
(NCOA) was held in Goa on
September 03 and 04. After
a detailed discussion on
this subject by all the pub-
lic sector officers associa-
tions, the NGC unanimous-
ly approved the resolution
passed by SEFI. A detailed
discussion was held about
the benefits of formation of
a mega steel company by
strategic merger of all the

PSUs in the steel sector and
the proper utilization of
the national wealth in the
national interest.

It needs to be mentioned
here that in the steel sector,
apart from SAIL, compa-
nies such as Rashtriya
Ispat Nigam, MECON,
Nagarnar Steel Plant,
MOIL, FSNL, etc are work-
ing under the Ministry of
Steel. Merger of these
PSUs can create a huge

steel producing company.
Thereby, the resources
available with these indi-
vidual companies can be
used more efficiently, there-
by enabling the proposed
mega PSUs to be very pro-
ductive and profitable.

NCOA meeting was at-
tended by representatives
of public sector companies.
They appreciated the ef-
forts being made to revive
the PSUs like BSNL and

MTNL. They strongly op-
posed the proposed privati-
zation of other PSUs and
the possible national loss
from this move.

In this meeting, a de-
mand was made to end the
discrimination arising due
to higher tax burden on
public sector employees as
compared to central gov-
ernment employees. It
needs to be mentioned here
that the Central

Government employees
enjoy tax benefits on EL
Encashment, car loan, edu-
cation loan, home loan, etc,
whereas public sector em-
ployees do not get the same
tax exemption.

NCOA has demanded
from PSEB and the Central
Government to increase
the eligibility for the post of
Director of Public Sector
from the present 12 candi-
dates to 24 so that the avail-
ability of eligible persons
can increase for many va-
cant posts.

NCOA felicitated its two
former office bearers for
their appointment as CMD
in public undertakings.
NCOA expressed concern
over the delay in the ap-
pointment of higher posts
in the public sector and ap-
pealed to the PSEB to com-
plete the process of ap-
pointment within a reason-
able time period.

NCOA office bearers in-
formed in the meeting that
the Supreme Court has re-
served its decision on their
case regarding EPS 95 high-
er pension. Under the ban-
ner of NCOA, all officers
associations had chal-
lenged the decision of DA
Freezing in the Gauhati
High Court.

NCOA appealed to the
Central Government to im-
plement Third PRP in all
the undertakings so that
the employees could get fis-
cal benefits. NCOA
President Alok Rai,
General Secretary VK
Tomar, Patron K Ashok
Rao, SEFI Chairman
Narendra Kumar
Banchore, SEFI General
Secretary Abkash Malik,
SEFI Joint Secretary KBD
Prasad, SEFI member SS
Katam Chandrarao and
others attended the 
meeting.

Chain snatchers nabbed with Rs 3 lakh booty 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 07: With the
arrest of two ruffians, po-
lice claimed to have solved
three cases of chain
snatching which occurred
in the limits of Old Bhilai,
Bhilai Bhatti and Bhilai
Nagar Police Stations. The
accused used to roam on
two-wheelers and target
the pedestrian women.
Police recovered 03 nos
gold chain and 02 nos two-
wheelers used in the
crime. It was a joint action
of Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit (ACCU) Durg and Old
Bhilai Police Station,
Bhilai Nagar Police
Station and Bhilai Bhatti
Police Station.

While addressing media
persons here at Police
Control Room on
Wednesday, ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv informed
that taking a serious note
of the frequent incidents
of chain snatching,

Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava had
instructed to trap the of-
fenders and recover the
stolen items. In compli-
ance with the SP's order, a
joint team of ACCU and
various police stations
started working under the
guidance of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv; CSP
(Chhawani) Kaushalendra
Patel and DSP (Crime)
Nassar Siddiqui.

The joint team led by
Inspector Santosh Mishra
(I/c ACU); Inspector KK
Kushwaha (SHO, Bhilai
Bhatti), Inspector Rajesh
Sahu (SHO, Bhilai Nagar)
and Inspector Manish
Sharma (SHO, Old Bhilai)
maintained vigil on the ac-
tivities of suspects and in-
terrogated the habitual of-
fenders as well as the crim-
inals released from jail.
The network of informers
was activated and CCTV
footage were examined.
The team found the

footage of two suspects in
the recordings of a CCTV.
On the basis of this
footage, the team managed
to identify the suspects
after which Ravi Gupta
Sahu and Mahesh Yadav
were rounded up near
Power House. Initially
they tried to mislead the

interrogators but during
sustained questioning,
they confessed involve-
ment in chain snatching
incidents. About 06
months ago, the accused
moving on their Jupiter
Scooter snatched a gold
chain from a pedestrian
lady at Sector 02, Street 06.

About 01 month ago, they
targeted a lady near DPS
Chowk and on September
06, they snatched a gold
chain from a lady in
Padumnagar. Police have
recovered three nos gold
chains and two scooters
used in the crime. Further
legal action is being taken
by the concerned police
stations.

ASI Surendra Singh
from Bhilai Nagar PS, ASI
Rajesh Pandey from Old
Bhilai and ASI Purna
Bahadur, ASI Shamit
Mishra, Head Constable
Roman Sonwani, Head
Constable Chandrashekhar
Banjeer, Constable
Rajkumar Chandra,
Shahbaz Khan, Santosh
Gupta, Anup Sharma,
Pankaj Chaturvedi,
Vikrant Kumar, Upendra
Yadav, Ashwini Yadu,
Rakesh Chaudhary, Rakesh
Anna, Arvind Mishra of
ACCU played vital role in
arresting the accused.

Demands IT benefits for PSU officers at par with Central Govt officers 

Exhibition inaugurated as part 
of Nutrition Awareness Week

Celebratory Spirit of Teacher’s Day in RPSB Ed students of St Thomas
College celebrate Teacher’s Day 
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RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0077::  

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat
and its Sarkaryawah
Dattatreya Hosabale on
Wednesday held meetings with
the Sangh’s national office-
bearers to chalk out plans for
the upcoming national coordi-
nation meeting of the organisa-
tions inspired by the RSS, its
functionary said. Similar meet-
ings in view of the preparations
for the coordination meet will
continue to be held till
September 9, he said.

The three-day Akhil
Bharatiya Samanvay Baithak
(national coordination meet-
ing) of the office-bearers of
various outfits inspired by the
RSS will be held in the
Chhattisgarh capital from

September 10. It will also be
attended by Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) president J P
Nadda, he said.

Ahead of the annual coordi-
nation meeting, RSS chief
Bhagwat and Sarkaryawah
(general secretary) Hosabale
have been holding discussions
with the Sangh office-bearers
here at Jainam Manas Bhavan
from Wednesday for its prepa-
rations, he said without
divulging the details about it.

These meetings will contin-
ue to be conducted till
September 9 and on the same
day Sunil Ambekar, Akhil
Bharatiya Prachar Pramukh of
the RSS, will brief the media
about the three-day coordina-
tion meeting, he said. After the
coordination meeting ends on
September 12, Ambekar will

brief about discussions and
outcome of the coordination
meeting where media entry is
not allowed, he said.

This is for the first time that
an all-India coordination meet-
ing of the RSS-linked bodies
will be held in Chhattisgarh
where the Assembly elections
are scheduled next year.

“The coordination meeting
will share the information
related to activities of the
respective organisations,
besides discussing coordinated
efforts on topics related to
environment, family awareness
and social harmony,” the func-
tionary said.

Issues related to education
and ideological sectors, econo-
my, social and national securi-
ty will also be discussed, he
added.

RSS chief holds deliberations
with Sangh office-bearers 

Ahead of national coordination meet

Raipur, Sep 07:

Chhattisgarh Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
chaired the meeting of the
State Level Committee of
the Health and Family
Welfare Department in
connection with the works
to be done from the 15th
Finance Commission-
health grants under the
National Health Mission
at Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here today
through video conferenc-
ing.

The meeting discussed
in detail the proposals for
the construction of build-
ings for health centers
functioning without build-
ings in rural areas of the
state and the establish-
ment of health and well-
ness centers and urban
polyclinics in urban areas.

Similarly, under the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare, it was pro-
posed to purchase medi-
cine and lab equipment
through CGMSC.
Secretary (Health)
Prasanna R. was also pres-
ent at the meeting.

In the meeting, a propos-
al was approved for the
construction of buildings
for primary health and
community health centers
operating without build-
ings in the view of the ex-
pansion of healthcare fa-
cilities in rural areas.

Similarly, the proposal to
set up urban health and
wellness centers per 15
thousand population in all
urban bodies was dis-
cussed in detail.

Secretary (Urban
Administration) Alarmel
Mangai D., Mission
Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandeepan along
with representatives of
Rural Development,
Urban Administration
Department, panchayats,
and urban bodies attended
the meeting.

Raipur, Sept 07:

Half centuries from
Rishabh Tiwari and
Shashank Singh helped
the host Raipur to regis-
ter a 30 runs win
against Bhilai Steel
Plant (BSP) in the
Senior T-20 Inter
District Elite Group
Tournament being or-
ganized under the aegis
of Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS) at
Naya Raipur-based
International Cricket
Stadium here. Put into
bat first, Raipur team
managed to score 196
runs losing just 6 wick-
ets. Rishabh Tiwari
scored maximum 66

runs from just 48 balls
with the help of 6 fours
and 2 sixes whereas
Shashant Singh scored
63 runs from just 33
balls with the help of 6
sixes to put the team in
a commanding position.

All rounder Vishal
Kushwaha gave finish-
ing touch to the inning
with a quick fire 23 runs
from just 9 balls with
the help of 3 sixes and a
four. Shakib Ahmed was
the most successful
bowler for the BSP team
claiming three wickets
whereas Dev Aditya
Singh and Jivesh
Bhutte also claimed one
wicket each. Chasing
the target of 197 runs

for victory, the BSP
team could score just
166 runs to lose the
match by 30 runs.
Shakib Ahmed re-
mained unbeaten on 39
runs from 22 balls
whereas Sangeet Singh
(34 runs) and Amandeep
Khare (27 runs) also
made valuable contribu-
tion but failed to ensure
victory for the team.

Shubham Agrawal
claimed 2 wickets for
Raipur whereas Sumit
Ruiker, Gagandeep
Singh and Shashank
Singh also claimed one
wicket each for the team
in a 30 runs win. Raipur
secured four points
from the match.

Meeting of state-level committee
constituted under NHM heldRishabh-Shashank half centuries seal

victory for Raipur in T-20 match

Raipur, Sept 07:

Ahead of the sched-
uled visit of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
President Jagat Prakash
Nadda on Friday, the cen-
tral leader co in-charge
of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh Nitin
Nabin on Wednesday
reached Raipur.

Lok Sabha members
Sunil Soni from Raipur
and Santosh Pandey
from Rajnandgaon were
among the senior leaders
who welcomed him at
Raipur Airport here.
Nabin held discussion
with them about the sta-
tus of preparations

being made by the party
to make the proposed
visit of Party President
JP Nadda a grand wel-
come.

Party leaders said that
the General Secretary in-
charge of party affairs D
Purandeswari too would
be reaching on Thursday
to join the mega road
show of Party President
on September 9. It is no-
table a series of pro-
grammes including the
convention of party
workers would be held
on Friday apart from
holding meeting with
senior leaders before re-
turning back to New
Delhi in the evening.

BJP co in-charge Nitin 
Nabin reaches to oversee
Nadda’s visit to Ch’garh

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0077::  IT Investigation
Wing took action against tax
evaders and this time has tar-
getted the Iron-Steel, Power
and Civil Contractors in the
state. It was since Wednesday
morning that IT team conduct-
ed raid and searches in 30
establishments at 6:00 am.

IT sleuths first conducted
search at the residential prem-
ises of Director SKA Steel and
Power Limited- Sunil and
Susheel and Anil Agrawal in
capital city, along with factory
and office in Labhandi. Along
with this they also conducted
search at the residence and
office of Farm Roll Gold
Developer and businessman
Amolak Singh Bhatia. Another
team of IT officers conducted
search on Kedia Steel
Corporation and residence of its
Directors. SKA Steel and Power
Ltd related to Steel and Power
sector are also running Lingraj
Steel Urla and Jorwar Ispat

Siltara. They are also having
business in Raigarh and so the
search and raid was conducted
in 8-9 establishments of the
Group including residential
premises here on Wednesday.

The search and raid apart
from Raipur were also conduct-
ed in Bilaspur, Kharsia and
Raigarh simultaneously. The
team had reached Raigarh and
Kharsia on Tuesday itself. After
Raipur, Raigarh is the other city
where action on large number
of establishment was taken.

Statement from the Directors
related to sales- purchase
records is also being taken by
the IT team members.

RRaaiidd  iinn  aabboouutt  oonnee  &&  hhaallff
ddoozzeenn  uunniittss  iinn  cciittyy::

Highest of around one & half
establishments where search
and raids were conducted
include capital city Raipur and
its industrial area viz. factories
in Urla, Siltara and Birgaon and
office at Labhandi and La-Vista
residential premises, office in
Bhaisthan, residential units in

Choubey Colony, one in
Swarnbhoomi, one in
Aishwarya Kingdom.

CCaasshh  ooff  mmoorree  tthhaann  33  ccrr  ffoouunndd::
In the search and raid being

conducted in the residential and
office premises of the groups,
the IT team has found cash
worth above Rs 3 crore. It is
being tallied with the books of
account and then the seizure
will be done. The lockers found
in the search have been sealed.

The gold and other jew-
elleries found in the residence is

being checked with the books
of account record and then its
valuation will be done.

SSaalleess--  ppuurrcchhaassee  rreeccoorrddss
bbeeiinngg  aannaallyysseedd::

Apart from the search in the
factories and offices, the IT
team is also checking the sales
and purchase through comput-
ers. 

Apart from this the raw
material available in the factory
and finished products are also
being cross-checked. One of the
main points IT department is to
check the investment made by
these groups.

TTeeaamm  ooff  220000  ooffffiicceerrss
iinnvvoollvveedd::

In this IT survey and raid,
officers from MP and
Chhattisgarh were present.
There was team of more than
200  officers who were conduct-
ed searches and raids in 30
establishments together and
for their help force of more than
100 persons was deployed.

IT conducts search, raids against 30 establishments

 Related to Steel, Power and Contractors business
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Raipur, Sep 07: 

“Youth is the future of
society and has enormous
power to shape a better
world. They should chan-
nelize their energy in the
right direction to renew
and refresh the current sta-
tus of society and play an
important role in support-
ing society’s progress by
staying connected with

their roots”, said Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

Baghel was addressing
the district coordinators of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
(RYMC) at his residence of-
fice here late on Tuesday.
He said adding that there
should be an important ini-
tiative from the govern-
ment to connect not only
the women groups but also
the interested young entre-
preneurs or individuals to
the rural industrial parks
set up in state-run
Gauthan. Here they can be
indulged in various in-
come-generating activities.
This will help in creating
job opportunities as well as
boosting the income of

rural and unemployed
youth. Chief Minister
Baghel further said that the
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
(RYMC) scheme has been
started in Chhattisgarh
state to realize former
Prime Minister Late Shri
Rajiv Gandhi’s dream of
‘Modern India’. The objec-
tive is to harness the youth
power to build ‘Nava
Chhattisgarh’ (New
Chhattisgarh). Mr. Baghel
also laid special emphasis
on making these clubs
more active. He asked to
pace up the work of forma-
tion of these clubs in vil-
lages. The youth will play
an important role in pro-
moting culture and sports

in the state besides ensur-
ing that the benefit of wel-
fare schemes reaches the
target population. Chief
Minister’s Advisor Pradeep
Sharma, Parliamentary
Secretary Shakuntala
Sahu, Parliamentary
Secretary Kunwar Singh
Nishad, MLA Devendra
Yadav, MLA Ramkumar
Yadav, and MLA Vinay
Bhagat also addressed the
district coordinators. On
this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Dr. Rashmi Ashish Singh,
MLA Purushottam
Kanwar, and district coor-
dinators of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club from across the
state were present.

CM calls upon youth 
to channelize their energy 

 In the right direction 
and play an important
role in renewing current
status of society

 CM addresses 
the district coordinators 
of RYMC

Raipur, Sep 07: 

A large scale cycle
rally was taken out from
Marine Drive, Raipur
this morning with the
message of ‘Sahi
Poshan, Desh Roshan’
and ‘Gadbo Suposhit
Chhattisgarh’ under the
leadership of the
Minister of Women and
Child Development,
Anila Bhedia. Organized
under Nutrition Month,
this cycle rally was or-
ganized by Women and
Child Development in
collaboration with
UNICEF.

In this rally organized
for nutrition awareness,
State Women’s
C o m m i s s i o n
Chairperson Dr.
Kiranmayi Nayak, MLA
Dharsiwa, Anita
Yogendra Sharma,
UNICEF State Chief Job
Zakaria and a large
number of members of

UNICEF, NSS, Ryders
Group and Anganwadi
workers participated.
The cycle rally covered a
radius of about 5-6 kms
and culminated again at
Marine Drive.

On this occasion,
Bhedia flagged off the
nutrition awareness
chariot and adminis-
tered the oath to make
the society malnutrition
free. Bhedia said that
during the nutrition
month, nutrition related
awareness campaign is
being run in the entire
Chhattisgarh. Through
this campaign, efforts

are being made to spread
the message of nutri-
tion, health and cleanli-
ness to the people. She
said that the Mukhya
Mantri Suposhan
Abhiyan, which was run
for the eradication of
malnutrition in the
state, has yielded posi-
tive results. People’s co-
operation is necessary
for the eradication of
malnutrition, so that our
state is well nourished at
the earliest.

Appealing to the citi-
zens, Dr. Nayak said that
take care of the nutri-
tion of women and chil-

dren, only then our state
will be healthy. It is note-
worthy that with the ob-
jective of bringing down
the level of malnutrition
and anemia significantly
and to realize the con-
cept of well-nourished
India, ‘Poshan Abhiyan’
is being operated from
the year 2018.

Under this, every year
September is celebrated
as National Nutrition
Month in the form of a
mass movement for ef-
fective behavioral
change related to health,
nutrition and sanitation
to the masses.

Cycle rally held for nutrition awareness
 W&CDD Minister Bhedia,

Women’s Commission

Chairperson Dr. Nayak

and MLA Anita Sharma

participated in 

nutrition awareness rally

Raipur, Sep 07: 

‘Aadya Mahalakshmi
Jan Ashirwad Yatra’,
Raipur will be inaugurat-
ed by MLA  Satnarayan
Sharma and
Gaurishankar Agrawal on
September 8, 2022 at 9:30
am at Swarnabhoomi
Kachana. Massive enthu-
siasm is there among the
common people for Rath
Yatra. National Senior
Vice President of Akhil
Bharatiya Agrawal
Sammelan, Ishwar Prasad
Agrawal, State Chairman
Hanuman Prasad
Agrawal, National
Secretary, Parmanand
Jain, State President,
Santosh Agrawal, State
Rath Yatra in-charge
Satpal Jain and
Vishambar Agarwal, State
Youth President, Pramod
Jain and District
President, Sanjay
Agarwal NR informed

that the inaugural pro-
gram of Rath Yatra in
Raipur will be held on
September 8, 2022 at
Swarnabhoomi, Kachana,
Raipur, in which Chief
Guest of the function will
be Mr. Satyanarayan
Sharma, MLA Raipur
Rural and special guest
will be Mr. Gaurishankar
Agrawal, former Speaker
of Vidhan Sabha,
Chhattisgarh. The pooja
archana of Rath Yatra

will be held in
SwarnaBhoomi. After
pooja archana and recep-
tion, this  yatra will reach
Ashoka Ratan, Shankar
Nagar Chowk, Anupam
Nagar, Avantibai Lodhi
Chowk, Narayana
Hospital, Sindhu Bhawan
at 2:00 PM and will pass
through  Namaste Chowk,
Station Road Gurudwara,
Bhainsthan Underbridge,
Maruti Lifestyle and
Agrasen Bhawan,

Tatibandh. The Rath
Yatra was welcomed in
Bhilai and Khursipar
with processions,
tableaux and cultural pro-
grams. The yatra will end
on September 9, in which
the chief guest will be the
Chief Minister of the
state, Bhupesh Baghel, in-
forms a release issued by
Parmanand Jain,
National Secretary, Akhil
Bharatiya Agrawal
Sammelan.

‘Aadya Mahalakshmi Jan Ashirwad Yatra’ to be inaugurated today

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0077:: In a cabinet
meeting held under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his official
residence here today, a
Chhattisgarh State
Hydropower Project (Pump
Storage Based) Establishment
Policy 2022 has been approved
to encourage investment in
establishing pump storage
based hydropower projects in
the state. At the initial phase,
07 sites have been selected by
Generation Company for the
establishment of pump stor-
age-based hydropower proj-
ects of about 10 thousand MW
capacity. Among the selected
sites, a study will be conducted
to establish the project in
Korba, Jashpur, Surguja,
Gariaband, Dhamtari and
Balrampur districts. A large
number of coal-based power
generation projects are being
set up in the state due to the
availability of coal. For the sta-

bility and smooth operation of
any power system, there
should be a proper ratio of
thermal power generation
capacity and hydropower gen-
eration capacity. 

At present, the share of
hydropower generation capaci-
ty in the state’s power system
is not according to the ideal
factors required. There is a
need to pace the development
of hydropower generation proj-
ects in future.

Under the Chhattisgarh
State Hydropower Project
(Pump Storage Based)
Establishment Policy 2022, the
Chhattisgarh State Power
Generation Company Limited
has been designated as the
nodal agency for the establish-
ment of a pump storage-based
hydropower project. A
Feasibility Report and Detailed
Project Report (DPR) will be
prepared by the Nodal Agency
for the selected project sites.

Seven hydropower 
projects of 10000 MW capacity

to be establishedRRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0077:: National
Deworming Day will be observed in
the state on September 9. All chil-
dren and adolescents of age one
year to 19 years will be given
deworming medicine in Anganbadi
centers, government schools,
health centers, private aided
schools and technical education
institutions. Providing
anthelmintic medication to chil-
dren and adolescents is essential
for good health, better nutrition,
access to regular education and
enhanced quality of life. Deputy
Director of Infant and Child Health
Program Dr. VR. Bhagat informed
that a target has been set to pro-
vide anthelmintic medicine to 85
lakh 27 thousand children and ado-
lescents in the state (age group of
one to 19 years). He said that 400
mg of anthelmintic drug
(Albendazole) would be adminis-
tered by teachers in schools and
Anganbadi workers at Anganbadi
centres. Mop-up day will be organ-
ized on 14th September in which
medicines will be administered to
children and adolescents who
could not get the deworming med-
icine. This will improve their health

and nutritional status, prevent ane-
mia, boost intellectual develop-
ment and improve the school atten-
dance. Teachers and Anganbadi
workers will give anthelmintic
medicine (Albendazole) to children
in following manner- half a tablet
(grinded) to children of age one
year to two years, one tablet
(grinded) to children of age two to
three years, one tablet (chewable)
to children of age three to five
years. Children of age five to 19-
years can take the tablet with
water.  Dr. Bhagat has informed
that the use of anthelmintic medi-
cine is completely safe for children
and adolescents. Children may
experience some common side-
effects such as nausea, vomiting,
diarrhoea, mild abdominal pain and
tiredness due to worms in the body.
In addition, children who have
acute worm infestation usually
may also experience some tempo-
rary side-effects, which can be eas-
ily taken care of in school and
Anganbadi centres. If these symp-
toms are found in children and ado-
lescents, they should be given
clean drinking water and kept
under supervision.

National Deworming Day
to be observed on Sep 9

Raipur, Sep 07:  

An initiative was taken
by the IEEE SB of Kalinga
University. The main in-
tention of the workshop
was to train science school
teachers of rural areas
nearby our campus. The
training was planned in a
different way. Students are
often taught by traditional
bookish methods for un-
derstanding any science
related topic. This work-
shop had an aim to suggest
holistic ways for teaching
concepts related to science

and make the teaching
learning process effective
in schools. Total 49
Government school teach-
ers from Abhanpur Block
have registered and at-
tended the event. Mr. M.
Minj, BEO, Abhanpur was
present as chief guest for
the event on 3rd Sep, 2022.
Dr. R. Shridhar, Vice
Chancellor has given an
insight on workshop and
its importance towards
NEP 2020. M. Minj also en-
couraged the participants

and explained the impor-
tance of such events.

Event Coordinator Dr.
Vijayalaxmi Biradar, IEEE
KU Mentor has explained
the participants about the
complete procedure of
this workshop and how
marks will be allotted to
each team on completion
of the task. Anup Kumar
Jana & Sarat Chandra
Mohanty, IQAC Members
have made all the partici-
pants to prepare the mod-
els on Hydraulic Lift,

Hydraulic Press and
Mechanical hand using
unused materials. All
teams have actively partic-
ipated and prepared their
model and explained the
science behind them.

The complete event was
conducted in offline mode
on 3rd September, 2022.
The venue of the event
was Auditorium, Kalinga
University. Both the days
were covered by presenta-
tions as mentioned in the
schedule followed by

hands-on exercises. All the
participants have shown
their involvement
throughout the workshop.
IEEE volunteers have co-
ordinated the event quite
efficiently to make the
event successful. Finally,
the event received a grand
success as participants ex-
pressed very positive view
on the event and have
shown their interest for
such events in future.
Participants have also re-
quested to conduct such
events on a regular basis
in order to make them up-
dated with latest tools for
teaching science holisti-
cally.

The complete workshop
was sponsored by R10
IEEE Educational
Activities Committee and
IEEE Madhya Pradesh
Section.

One-day workshop on ‘Holistic Science Teaching’ held
 For school teachers

located in rural areas; 

organized jointly under

the IQAC of Kalinga

University and 

IEEE Student Wing

Raipur, Sep 07: In the cab-
inet meeting held under
the chairmanship of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office on
Tuesday, the departmental
proposal to set up 810 MW
(DC) / 675 MW (AC) capaci-
ty solar power plants was
approved to energize agri-
cultural feeders by solar
energy under Component-
C of Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Urja Suraksha and
Utthan Maha Abhiyan
(PM Kusum) scheme. By
energizing agricultural
pumps with the help of
solar energy, farmers will
also receive renewable
solar energy in addition to
the electricity they are get-
ting for the operation of
agricultural pumps.

Therefore, at the time of
availability of solar ener-
gy, the operation of agri-
cultural pumps will be
done with solar energy
and if solar energy is not
available, the electricity
available at present will
continue to be available. At
present there are 577 agri-
cultural feeders in the
state, on which 1,75,028
agricultural pumps are in-
stalled. Under the scheme,
a solar power plant of 810
MW DC (675 MW AC) ca-
pacity will be set up on
government land and agri-

cultural land to solarize
the above 577 feeders, for
which the agricultural
land of the farmers will be
kept for 25 years with the
consent of the farmers.
The land  will be taken on
lease for which farmers
will be paid Rs 30,000 per
acre every year, along with
an increase of 6 percent
per annum in the afore-
mentioned amount of the
said lease. It is worth men-
tioning that the solariza-
tion of agricultural pumps
will also have positive im-
pacts on the environment
as solar energy will be uti-
lized as a renewable source
of energy which will also
help curtail carbon emis-
sions due to the burning of
coal to produce energy.

Agricultural feeders to be 
energized through solar power

 Proposal approved
for setting up solar
power plants of 810
MW DC capacity

Bilaspur, Sep 07: 

Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal paid a
courtesy call on Vice
President of the Republic
of India, Jagdeep
Dhankhar on September 6.
The Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal, expressed his
heartfelt happiness and
congratulated the Vice
President, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, on assuming
the responsibility of the
Vice President’s post.

On the occasion of this
courtesy call, the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal, presented the
book edited by himself to
the Vice President,
Jagdeep Dhankhar, on the
life of Lord Birsa Munda,
a great freedom fighter

and a symbol of tribal
pride. The book, “Birsa
Munda: Janjatiya Gaurav”
has been dedicated to Lord
Birsa Munda’s noteworthy
contribution to the free-
dom struggle movement
and his high moral ideals.

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar was informed
in detail about the positive
efforts being made in

Guru Ghasidas University
for the overall successful
implementation of the
National Education Policy
2020. The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal gave de-
tailed information about
the progress being made
in various areas academ-
ics, research and innova-
tion by the university. He
said that a proposal has

been prepared for a state-
of-the-art facility at a cost
of Rs. 1000 crs to promote
the development of ideal
sports facilities in the uni-
versity which will estab-
lish the state of
Chhattisgarh, in the com-
ing times, at the national
and international level in
the field of sports.

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar expressed the
hope that the various in-
frastructure development,
research, and sports activ-
ities going on in Guru
Ghasidas University
would make the university
move forward with vigor
in the academic field.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal requested
the Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar for
continuous guidance for
the development of the
university.

V-C Prof. Chakrawal meets Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar

Raipur, Sep 07: MATS
Law School (MLS) organ-
ized “Utthanam-2022”, an
induction program for
newly admitted students
in various law
Programmes of MATS
Law School at Aarang,
Raipur for the Academic
Session 2022-23. The pro-
gram was organized on
September 5, 2022
(Tuesday) in the
University Conference

Hall for the newly admit-
ted students of
B.A./B.B.A. LL. B, LL.B.
and LL.M Courses (batch
of 2022 Batch). Parents,
students, members of
management committee
and HODs were present in
the program.

Prof. (Dr.) Brijendra
Singh Yadav (Dean, MLS)
inaugurated the program
by lighting the ceremonial
lamp. At the outset of pro-

gram, Prof. (Dr.) K.P. Yadav
introduced students about
background of the college,
infrastructure, academic
status and achievements.
He further stressed that
the college shall leave no
stone unturned for raising
the academic standard of
the students. Mr.
Gokulananda Panda in his
address, welcomed the stu-
dents. He urged the stu-
dents to utilize their time

in best way to achieve the
desired goals in their lives.
Students were asked to in-
culcate library culture to
achieve heights in their ca-
reer. He also appealed to
the faculty members to im-
bibe ideals for making stu-
dents good citizens apart
from providing quality ed-
ucation. The event was
well coordinated by Mrs.
Janani Sivamani (Asst.
Professor, MLS), Mr. Vijay
Patil (Asst. Professor,
MLS) & other faculty mem-
bers of the MATS Law
School. Chancellor, Gajraj
Pagariya and Director
General, Priyesh Pagariya
also welcomed the stu-
dents and wished them
success in their future en-
deavours. The event ended
with vote of thanks by Mr.
Prashant Kumar (Asst.
Professor, MLS).

MATS Law School organised ‘Utthanam-2022’



Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Sep 07: Recently,
the Central Chronicle
newspaper had promi-
nently published the news
about the cases of stray
dogs biting on rise to the
common people in Bijapur
Municipality area. The ef-

fect of which is now visi-
ble in Bijapur's urban
areas, as the Collector
Bijapur Rajendra Kumar
Katara directed the CMO
Municipality Banshilal
Nureti to take prompt ac-
tion after stray dogs biting
common citizens in the
urban areas. Keeping in

view the security, CMO
Nureti has taken action
and directed to catch the
stray dogs with help of
municipal employees and
released them in remote
forests. Work is being done
to catch stray dogs on a
war-footing in all the
wards of the municipality.

Central Chronicle News

Dantewada, Sep 07:
National Deworming Day
will be organized on 9th
September 2022 as per the
instructions of the state
government in
Dantewada district.
Children aged 1 to 19
years will be given worm
medicine.

All children, adoles-
cents and adolescent girls

in the district will be
given a dose of anti-worm
drug Albendazole. All the
employees have been
trained for the said cam-
paign and medicines and
essential materials have
been made available at the
block level.

For the successful oper-
ation of the campaign, an
inter-departmental coor-
dination meeting has
been held jointly with the
Education Department,
Health Department and
Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department.

In the said campaign, vi-
tamins will be given by the
Anganwadi workers in all

the Anganwadi centers
and Albendazole medicine
will be given to the chil-
dren in the schools and
the missed out children
will be given medicines
during the mop up round
on 14th September 2022.

Chief Medical Officer
and Health Officer Dr RL
Gangesh has given in-
structions to all the Block
Medical Officers to com-
plete all the preparations
for the successful imple-
mentation of the said
campaign and appealed to
the general public of the
district to extend their
support in giving de-
worming medicine to chil-
dren on the said day.

Central Chronicle News

Chakarbhata, Sep 07:
The chief guest of
Teacher's Day programme
organised at Anurag
Vidya Mandir was KK
Kaushik- President
Anurag Bal Kalyan Samiti
(ABKS) Bodari and it was
chaired by Manjula
Kaushik and special guest
Shewata Upadhyay and
Smita Kaushik lighted the
traditional lamp before the
photo of Goddess
Saraswati and Dr S.
Radhakrishnan.

On this occasion the stu-
dents of the School ap-
plied 'tilak' to the teachers
and welcomed them with a
flower bouquet and felici-
tated them with 'srifal' and
a diary and sought their

blessings. The students
presented variety of
colourful cultural pro-
grammes. On this occa-
sion the senior teachers
expressed their views and

wished bright future for
all the students. On this oc-
casion special guest KK
Kaushik in his address
said that it is by kindling
the brightness of 'educa-

tion' that all
teachers can
spread this
knowledge of
truth and wisdom
and in this teach-
ers play a 
vital role.

Head Mistress
of the School
Manjula Kaushik
said that the role
of a teacher in a
person's life is
very important
and it is not nec-
essary that this
teacher belongs to
your school or

college or can be other ed-
ucational institutions, but
a teacher always work as
torch-bearer, friend and
parent for every student.
To make any society bet-

ter, a teacher plays a very
important role.

In this programme, KK
Kaushik, Manjula
Kaushik, Shewata
Upadhyay, Smita Kaushik,
teacher Manju Sharma,
Durgesh Vyas, Suman
Sriwas, Soni Bhargav,
Anju Dewangan,
Subhadra Dhruv, Bharti
Sriwas, Sarla Tiwari,
Renu Krishnani, Janhavi
Burman, Manju Thakur,
Preeti Gupta, Rajkumar
Verma, Anusheela
Kaushik, Vaidehi Shinde,
Bhagwat Rao and other
teachers and students of
the School were present.
The programme was con-
ducted by Drugesh Vyas
and vote of thanks was
proposed by Bharti
Sriwas.

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Sep 07: On oc-
casion of Teacher's day, dis-
trict-level teacher's felicita-
tion programme was or-
ganised at DIET Pendra's
auditorium. In this 18
teachers were felicitated
with shawl and srifal and
cash prize. On this occasion
15 retired teachers were
also felicitated.

President Nagar
Panchayat Pendra Rakesh
Jalan was the chief guest of
the felicitation programme
and it was chaired by
Janpad Panchayat
President Marwahi Pratam
Singh Maravi. State Youth
Commission's member
Uttam Vasudev, President

Janpad Panchayat
Pendra Asha Bablu
Maravi, Nagar
Panchayat Pendra
former President
Iqbal Singh were the
special guests.

Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary
on this occasion fe-
licitated 9 teachers
selected for
M u k h y a m a n t r i
Gaurav Alankaran
Yojana and present-
ed them with shawl,
srifal and citation
certificates and cash
prize of Rs 5000 each.

The three teachers select-
ed for 'Gyandeep Award'
were also presented with
shawl, srifal and certificate
and cash prize of Rs 7000

each. Here six teachers
were felicitated with the
award of Best Teacher and
were presented with shawl,
srifal and citation certifi-
cate and cash prize of Rs

1000 each. In this pro-
gramme 15 retired teachers
were also felicitated.

The teachers felicitated
with 'Shiksha Doot' award
included Mahipal Singh

Kanwar, Manish Routel,
Sawara Nisha, Chain Singh
Marka, Aditi Sharma,
Sulochana Choudhary, NK
Jaiswal, Biran Das Lahare,
Likhan Singh Paikra.

For the 'Gyandeep
award' teachers viz. Faizan
Ahmed Siddique,
Purshottam Das Agrawal,
Ramesh Kumar Jangde
were presented with the
honour. For the award of
Best Teacher- KL
Dhritlahare, PK Pandey,
DS Paikra, DP Meshram,
Rai Singh Aayam, Ram
Pyare Verma were felicitat-
ed. In the felicitation pro-
gramme, Colletor and pub-
lic representatives present
also addressed the gather-
ing including students and
teachers.

Saplings planted in schools and in HBC

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Sep 07: On oc-
casion of Teacher's Day,
plantation programme
was organised at many
places on Monday. Under

this plantation was done
by 'Paryavaran
Sanrakshan Samiti (PSS)
of Housing Board Colony
(HBC) and all those who
planted the saplings took a
pledge for its safety and
care. In Gram Kunda,
members of PSS planted
the saplings and apart
from this, saplings were

planted in the Schools in
Pandaripani, Birkona,
Khamaria, and others.

In Kasturba Gandhi res-
idential school, the stu-
dents and teachers planted
the sapling on teacher's
day and the students were
given information about
the importance of plant-
ing of saplings.

BS&G hold blood
donation camp

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Sep 07: On oc-
casion of Teacher's day,
District Association of
Bharat Scout & Guides
(BS&G) organised mega-
blood donation camp at
District Hospital here on
Monday.

In this Collector Richa
Prakash Choudhary do-
nated blood and motivated
people to take part in this
sacred work of blood dona-
tion in large number.

On this occasion CHMO,
District Health officer
Manoj Rai, Civil Surgeon
Dr Kaushal Prasad, Block
Programme Manager
Arvind Soni and others
blood donors were present.

Teacher’s Day celebrated at Fisheries Polytechnic

Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Sep 07: The
teacher's day was celebrat-
ed on occasion of birth an-
niversary of former
President of India and
Educationist Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan at Dau
Shri Vasudev Chandrakar
K a m d h e n u
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(DSVCKV) in Durg on
Monday. The students ap-
plied 'tilak' to all the teach-
ers and sought their bless-
ings and this programme
was organised by students
of first and second year of
Fisheries Polytechnic
Dhamdha.

On this occasion the
Principal Fisheries
Polytechnic Dhamdha
(Durg) Dr N Sarang,
Roopchand Dheewar (ex-
fish farmer), teacher
Tameshwar, Uma Ratre,
Devati Jaiswal, Kasti

Prerna Devrai, Omkar
Sahu were felicitated by
the students.

Dr N Sarang in his ad-
dress said that 'Guru' is the
second teacher after 'moth-
er', who provides good edu-
cation and makes us better
citizen and therefore
'Guru' has always being re-
spected right since ancient
times in the Indian cul-
ture.

The programme was
conducted by Sakshi

Tripathi- a second year
student. On this occasion
students of first and sec-
ond year expressed their
views on teacher's day.
Roopchand Dheewar, ex-
fish farmer also extended
greetings to students on
occasion of teacher's day
and gave information
about the practical edu-
cation related to fish-
eries, which the students
of II -year obtained from
East fisheries circle.

Vaibhav Chourasia-
circle expansion officer
also extended greetings
to all the teachers and
shared his experience of
last 8 years. Tameshwar
cited a story about the
importance of 'Guru' and
'shishya' to the students
present. Uma Ratre said
that the way a craftsman
moulds and give shape to
the soil, in the same way
the teacher make life of a
student more valuable.

Devati Jaiswal gave
meaning of the prayer'
G u r u b r a h m a ,
Guruvishnu...' in details
to the students. Kasti
Prerna Devraj extended
greetings to teachers,
Principal and students
on occasion of teacher's
day and added that it is
the knowledge which
makes a person's life
worth living and takes
him or her to live life in a
better way and bring
changes in the life of oth-
ers as well.

In the end of the pro-
gramme Tameshwar pro-
posed vote of thanks and
expressed gratitude to all
the students, teachers
and staff of Fisheries
Polytechnic for success-
ful programme. On this
occasion Kailash Das
Manikpuri, Sumit Sahu,
Ashutosh Dubey,
Indrakumar Motilal
Markande, Rupa Sonkar,
and other employees and
students were present.

p Deworming 
medicine to be
given to the left
out children on
September 14

p On occasion of
Teacher’s Day

p In Dhamdha
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On occasion of Teacher’s day

Eighteen teachers felicitated in Pendra
At district-level Teacher’s day function

Teacher's day celebrated in ABKS with enthusiasmNational Deworming Day on
Sept 9th in Dantewada district

Administrative Changes in CU
Bilaspur, Sep 07: Dr. Anil Kumar Chandrakar,
Associate Professor, Department of Chemical
Engineering, has been appointed, till further orders,
In-charge Officer of the Legal Cell in place of
Abhideep Tiwari, Assistant Registrar,
Administration Section (In-charge Officer), in addi-
tion to his present responsibilities for smooth opera-
tion of various administrative arrangements of the
Legal Cell of Guru Ghasidas Central University. This
order will be effective immediately. This order has
been issued by the Administration Section.

Municipality starts action
against stray dogs

Quick action on coming to the notice of stray dog bites in urban areas

Counseling for
admission in vacant

seats on Sep 9
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi, Sep 07:
Counseling for admission to
3 vacant seats in class 6th in
Eklavya Model Residential
Schools in Lata develop-
ment block Pendra and
Nevasa development block
Gaurela, is going to be con-
ducted from 11 am to 1 pm
on Friday, September 9. The
Assistant Commissioner
Tribal Development said
that One seat for boy and
one for girl in English
Medium School at Lata and
one seat for girl in English
Medium School Nevsa are
lying vacant after an-
nouncement of results of
written selection test for ad-
mission in Class 6th in the
academic session 2022-23.
Counseling has been con-
ducted in the office of
Assistant Commissioner,
Tribal Development
Gaurela for admission in
vacant seats. For appearing
in counseling, examination
results can be observed by
attending the office of
Assistant Commissioner,
Tribal Development,
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi
during office hours.
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ONAM CELEBRATIONS

Caparisoned elephants take part in Pooram procession as part of Onam festival celebrations, at Thrikkakara
Temple in Ernakulam, Wednesday.

RELIGIOUS RITUALS

Saints perform rituals to offer prayers to Lord Swaminarayan on Jal Jalani Edkashi, in
Surat, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Lifer
 New Delhi: A court

here has sentenced a
man to life imprison-
ment in a murder case
while ruling out the
death penalty, saying
that the offence did not
fall into the category of
rarest of rare cases.
The court on July 26
convicted the accused
holding that it was a
case of culpable homi-
cide, with such knowl-
edge that the injury
being inflicted could
have caused death in
normal circumstances.

Convicted
 Thane: A Thane court

has convicted a man
for harassing a minor
girl and sentenced him
to imprisonment for
the time he has already
spent in jail during the
investigation into the
case and trial. The 24-
year-old accused has
been in jail for two
years, seven months
and 10 days.

Bail 
 Mumbai: A court

here on Wednesday
granted bail to actor
Kamaal R Khan, popu-
larly known as KRK,
in the 2020 case of con-
troversial tweets about
actor Akshay Kumar
and filmmaker Ram
Gopal Verma. On
Tuesday, another
court here had grant-
ed bail to him in a mo-
lestation case of 2021.

Extend
 Asansol: A special

CBI court in Asansol
on Wednesday extend-
ed the judicial remand
of senior Trinamool
Congress leader
Anubrata Mondal, ar-
rested by the central
agency in connection
with its probe in a cat-
tle smuggling case, by
another 14 days. The
court rejected a bail
petition of Mondal,
the Birbhum district
president of the ruling
party of West Bengal.

Suicide
 Kanpur: A 32-year-old

PhD student at IIT-
Kanpur allegedly died
by suicide in his hostel
room, police said on
Wednesday. Prashant
Singh, who was pursu-
ing PhD in mechanical
engineering, hanged
himself on Tuesday
night, Police
Commissioner B P
Jogdand said, adding
no suicide note was re-
covered from the room.

Portals close
 Dehradun: The por-

tals of Hemkund
Sahib, one of the most
revered Sikh shrines in
Garhwal Himalayas,
will be closed from
October 10 for the win-
ter season. Vice-presi-
dent of the Hemkund
Sahib Management
Trust Narendra Jeet
Singh Bindra made the
announcement on
Wednesday.

Alia Bhatt poses for photos
during a press conference
for the promotion of her

upcoming film Brahmastra:
Part One - Shiva, in New

Delhi, Wednesday.

W orld Physiotherapy
Day also known as

World PT Day is observed
on the 8th of September
every year. The day is an
opportunity for physio-
therapists from all over
the world to raise aware-
ness about the crucial role
their profession plays in
making and keeping peo-
ple well, mobile and inde-
pendent. The day marks
the unity and solidarity of
the global physiotherapy
community. Every year a
new theme is chosen to
focus the profession’s at-
tention and this year 2022
theme will focus on
Osteoarthritis and the role
of Physiotherapists. Many
people do not recognize
the contribution physio-
therapists make in keep-
ing people healthy and in-

dependent. The main ob-
jective of this day is to ac-
knowledge the work that
physiotherapists do for the
public and patients.

Physiotherapy is such a
treatment technique in
which the muscles are ac-
tivated through exercise.
This means that if you
have pain in any part of
your body and you do not
want to take medicines,
then there is no need to
worry. Through physio-
therapy, you can overcome
your pain without taking
medicine, but for this it is
necessary to take the ad-
vice of a physiotherapist.
In today’s hectic life, it is
most important to take out
some time for your partici-
pation and physiotherapy

is very important to stay
physically fit and active.

Senior Physiotherapist
Dr Avula Prasad explains
that if someone has suf-
fered a serious injury dur-
ing an accident or sports
or is a patient of paralysis,
then after treatment, phys-

iotherapy has played an
important role in making
many parts of his body ac-
tive. You must have seen
that like a trainer in any
sport, his physio also
works with the team and

makes the player physical-
ly fit. Players are able to
give good performance
only with the enthusiasm
and hard work of a physio.
Usually we get many types
of injuries during work.
We call these work related
injuries.

Tennis Elbow and
Golfers Elbow

Both Tennis Elbow and
Golfer’s Elbow are forms
of epicondylitis, an in-
flammation of tendons
that attach to the elbow.
Tennis Elbow affects the
lateral, or outside, epi-
condyle. Golfer’s Elbow af-
fects the medial, or inside,
epicondyle. There is such
a pain in the elbow which
is on the outside and on
the inside. According to
Dr. Chauhan, this hap-
pens due to overwork of
the muscles and the rea-
son for this also more fric-
tion of the elbow.

Carpal tunnel syndrome
Carpal tunnel syndrome

is caused by pressure on
the median nerve. The
carpal tunnel is a narrow
passageway surrounded
by bones and ligaments on
the palm side of the hand.
When the median nerve is
compressed, symptoms
can include numbness, tin-
gling, and weakness in the
hand and arm. This prob-
lem is usually caused by
sitting at the computer for
a long time. When we use
the keyboard and mouse
more, it causes faster reg-
istering of the thumb and
fingers. This pain occurs
due to pressure on the
nerve inside the wrist.

Physiotherapy in 
pregnancy

Physiotherapy in preg-
nancy is an effective prac-

tice to reduce painful
symptoms such as lower
back pain, pelvic pain and
involuntary urination.
Different exercises are
done in this, so that there
is no problem in delivery.
Physiotherapy is also
given to women before and
after delivery.

Back pain problem
The main symptom of

back pain is an ache or
pain anywhere in the
back, and sometimes all
the way down to the but-
tocks and legs. Some back
issues can cause pain in
other parts of the body, de-
pending on the nerves af-
fected. If you always have
the problem of severe
back pain, then you can
also get it treated through
physiotherapy. It gives
great relief in pain.

Physiotherapists play crucial role in keeping people physically fit and active
World Physiotherapy Day Today

It is possible to treat 
various problems

through physiotherapy

Kanyakumari (TN), Sep
07 (PTI): Ahead of the
launch of its ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ on Wednesday, the
Congress said it is a turn-
ing point in Indian politics
and marks a “new begin-
ning”. Former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi
took part in a prayer meet-
ing at Rajiv Gandhi memo-
rial in Sriperumbudur
Wednesday morning.

“I lost my father to the
politics of hate and divi-
sion. I will not lose my
beloved country to it too,”
he said in a tweet later.

“Love will conquer hate.
Hope will defeat fear.
Together, we will over-
come,” he said. He is
scheduled to attend an
event at 4:30PM in
Kanyakumari where
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin,
Rajasthan’s Ashok Gehlot
and Chhattisgarh’s
Bhupesh Baghel will be

present. Stalin will pres-
ent a national flag made of
khadi to Gandhi who will
hand it over to Seva Dal
workers who will manage
the Yatra throughout.
“September 7 2022. A day
when India’s oldest politi-
cal party will launch the

longest padyatra ever un-
dertaken. It is a sombre
day, a day for quiet reflec-
tion and renewed resolve,”
Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said
in a tweet. “This is a turn-
ing point in Indian poli-
tics. It marks a new begin-

ning,” he said. With the
launch of the 3,570 km
Yatra at a mega rally here,
the Congress is seeking to
flag economic disparities,
social polarisation and po-
litical centralisation,
while attempting to make
gains in what it often de-
scribed as battle of ideolo-
gies.

After the event at the
Mahatma Gandhi
Mandapam where Stalin
will be present, Rahul
Gandhi and other
Congress leaders will walk
to the seaside venue of the
rally where the yatra will
be formally launched.

Sources said a message
from the Congress presi-
dent could be read or a
video message from her be
shown at the event. Sonia
Gandhi’s mother passed
away recently in Italy.
Both she and party gener-
al secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra are abroad.

* Cong ahead of start of ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’

‘Turning point in Indian politics’

A Congress supporter waves a party flag ahead of the
launch of Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Kanyakumari, Wednesday. 

KKoorraappuutt//BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr,,  SSeepp  0077::
“His grace Anadi Jaganath
Prabhu (Amarnath Singh) was a
polite, Noble and humble per-
son with soft spoken sweet
words and submissive attitude.
He was a star in the spiritual
horizon of ISKCON and an epit-
ome of intellectual transforma-
tion to spiritual realization and
humanitarian service”. Stated
all Gaudiya Sanyashi and
ISKCON devotees attending the
Smruti Samaroha at Anadi
Jaganath Prabhu as guests of
honour at Gandiya Matha prem-
ises of Sunabeda recently. ‘He
was a pure and simple soul try-
ing to push the spiritual welfare

and the kind of devotee care
and devoted entire his life in
krishan consciousness’ told
Prof. Dr. Sarat Kumar Palita,
Vice-Chancellor of Central
University, Koraput. A souvenir
of ‘Memories of a Vaishnava’
the life sketch of Anadi
Jaganath Prabhu was released
at the Samaroha. A vast proces-
sion covered the entire city of
Semiliguda and Sunabeda by
the devotees and dwellers of
Semiliguda town uttering the
slogan ‘Amaranath Singh Amar
Rahe.  Among others the
Samaroha was attended by Sri
Srimad Bhakti Bichar Bishnu
Goswami Maharaj, Tridandi

Swami Bhakti Alok Pabitra
Maharaj, Tridandi Swami Bhakti
Saran Paramarthi Maharaj,
Tridandi Swami Bhakti Pramod
Nirjyabara Maharaj, Sripad Hari
prabhu and Tridandi Swami
Bhakti Prasad Aranya Maharaj
from Puri, Tridandi Swami
Bhakti Dayati Radhanti Majaraj
from Brundaban dham, Sripad
Ramachandra Prabhu from
Phulbani, Sripad Binod Bihari
Prabhu and Sripad Sibanda
Prabhu from Brahmapur, Sripad
Ramachandra Prabhu from
Phulabani, Sripada Jayaram
Prabhu from Sunabeda, Sripada
Patita pabana Prabhu from
Kunad, Sripad laxminarayana

Prabhu from Sunabeda HAL,
Eminent writer Pandit
Gangadhar Nanda, Koraput
MLA Raghuram Padal, Jayepore
MLA Tara Prasad Bahinipati,
Sunabeda Muncipal Chairman
Rajendra Kumar Patra, SCITAM
Secretary Laxman Kumar Rout,
Project Head of HAL Tushar
kumar Patra, Eminent social
activist and writer Dr. Jhanshi
Singh, NYP Odisha Head
Madhusudan Das, Eminent
Social worker Dr. Mamata, for-
mer Administrative Officer of
Paradeep Port Adwaitya Nath,
Educationist Kranti Singh,
HDFC Chennai Vice-President
Lopamudra Singh, Rajiv Jha,
and many more intellectual per-
sonalities were attended the
Samaroha. 

His grace Anadi Jaganath
Prabhu was the son of Eminent
Bhudan & Sarvodyaya Leader,
Educationist poet and writer
Krushna Singh and he was the
Son-in-law of eminent
ISKONITES of Malaysia Dr.
Shantirupa dd and Tattva vit
Das and Husband of eminent
ISKONITE Smt. Bruda
Tharumaraj. 

Anadi Jaganath Prabhu memorial prog organised 

Asansol/Kolkata (WB),
Sep 07 (PTI): The CBI on
Wednesday morning raid-
ed several residences of
West Bengal minister
Moloy Ghatak in connec-
tion with its probe into a
coal smuggling scam, an
officer said.

Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
sleuths conducted raids at
three houses of Ghatak in
Asansol in Paschim
Bardhaman district and
one in Lake Gardens area
of Kolkata.

The agency, aided by a
huge contingent of cen-
tral paramilitary person-
nel, conducted searches in
these properties in con-
nection with the scam.
Women officers were also
part of the team.

“As his name surfaced
in the coal smuggling
scam, we need to find out
what was his role in it. We

have evidence of Ghatak’s
involvement in the scam,”
the CBI officer told PTI.

Ghatak was not present
in any of his residences
when the raids took place.

The CBI sleuths took
away mobile phones from
the state law minister’s

family members and
made them sit in one room
in his Asansol houses, he
said.

The entire areas around
Ghatak’s residences were
surrounded by central
forces when the raids took
place.

*Coal Smuggling Scam

CBI officials leave State Government Ministers Quarters
after conducting a raid at the residence of West Bengal
Minister Moloy Ghatak with their probe into the alleged
coal smuggling scam, near Raj Bhavan in Kolkata,
Wednesday. 

CBI raids Bengal minister Ghatak’s residences

Mansukh Mandaviya

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  0077  ((PPTTII))::

There has been a threefold
increase in the number of
Central Government Health
Scheme (CGHS) wellness
centres and the cities cov-
ered by such centres have
grown from 25 in 2014 to 75
now, Union Health Minister c
said on Wednesday. 

This is in line with vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to provide easily acces-
sible healthcare services

closer to the communities, he
said after virtully inaugurat-
ing a CGHS wellness centre in
Silchar in Assam.

“In a significant achieve-
ment to strengthen the coun-
try’s health infrastructure
and accessibility to CGHS
services, there has been a
threefold increase in the
number of Central
Government Health Scheme
(CGHS) wellness centres. The
cities covered by CGHS well-
ness centres have grown
from 25 in 2014 to 75 now,”
he said.

Mandaviya reiterated the
commitment of the central
government to providing eas-
ily accessible quality health-
care services to the benefici-
aries. He stated that the new
CGHS centre at Silchar will
provide healthcare services
to serving and retired central
government employees resid-
ing not only in Silchar but
neighbouring districts of
Karimganj and Hailakandi.

‘Threefold rise in number
of CGHS wellness centres’

BJP’s ‘Janotsava’
postponed 
to Sep 11

Bengaluru, Sep 07 (PTI)
Karnataka BJP’s
‘Janotsava’ rally to mark
the completion of the
party being in power for
three years and the
Basavaraj Bommai-led
government’s one year in
office, in Doddaballapura
scheduled for Thursday,
has been postponed to
September 11 following
the death of senior leader
and Minister Umesh
Katti.

This is the third such
postponement of the
event, which was to be at-
tended by BJP national
president J P Nadda.

“Due to the untimely de-
mise of Minister Umesh
Katti, the Janotsava that
was scheduled to be held
on September 8 at
Doddaballapura has been
postponed to September
11,” BJP’s Karnataka unit
vice-president Nirmal
Kumar Surana said.



Washington, Sep 07 (PTI):

The Biden administra-
tion has announced it will
invest USD 50 billion in
building up the domestic
semiconductor industry
to counter dependency on
China, as the US produces
zero and consumes 25 per
cent of the world’s lead-
ing-edge chips vital for its
national security.

President Joe Biden last
month signed a USD 280
billion CHIPS bill to boost
domestic high-tech manu-
facturing, part of his ad-
ministration’s push to
boost US competitiveness
over China. US
Commerce Secretary
Gina Raimondo on
Tuesday told reporters at
the White House that the
Department of Commerce
plans to implement the
USD 50 billion in CHIPS.
The department is aiming
to begin soliciting appli-
cations for the funding
from companies no later

than February, and it
could begin disbursing
money by next spring,
Raimondo said.

This past year, we saw
the impact of the chip
shortage on American
families when car prices
drove a third of inflation
because of lack of chips,
factory workers were fur-
loughed, household appli-
ances were often unavail-
able, all because of a lack

of semiconductors,
Raimondo said. And as
our economy and military
become more reliant on
technology, it’s that much
more essential that we de-
velop a strategy with val-
ues, outcomes, and struc-
tures that enable us to
plan for an economy and
manufacturing infra-
structure that positions
us to compete today and
into the future, she added.
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Washington, Sep 07 (PTI):

The US will join hands
with India to advance a
free and open Indo-Pacific
and continue to work to-
gether to deliver opportu-
nity, security, freedom and
dignity to its people, the
White House has said, un-
derlining that the two na-
tions have ever-growing
people-to-people connec-
tions.

White House Press
Secretary Karin Jean-
Pierre said that India and
the United States are part-
ners in many important
areas, including defence,
vaccines, climate and tech.

The two nations have
ever-growing people-to-
people connections, she
told reporters on Tuesday
at her daily news confer-
ence when asked in what
way the US can assist
India in making it a devel-

oped nation by 2047, or in
the next 25 years.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Jean-Pierre said the
United States will contin-
ue to work together with
India every day to deliver
opportunity, security, free-
dom, and dignity to its peo-
ple. The United States will

continue to work with
India to advance a free and
open Indo-Pacific and ad-
dress the challenges both
our countries face around
the world. That is our com-
mitment that we have in
our partnership with
India, she said, amid
China flexing its muscles

in the region. China is en-
gaged in hotly contested
territorial disputes in both
the South China Sea and
the East China Sea. China
claims sovereignty over all
of the South China Sea.

Vietnam, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Brunei and
Taiwan have counter
claims.

Beijing has also built up
and militarised many of
the islands and reefs it
controls in the region.
Both areas are stated to be
rich in minerals, oil and
other natural resources
and are also vital to global
trade.

The US, Japan, India
and Australia had in 2017
given shape to the long-
pending proposal of set-
ting up the Quad or the
Quadrilateral coalition to
counter China’s aggres-
sive behaviour in the Indo-
Pacific region.

US, India will work to advance free
and open Indo-Pacific: White House

White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks
during the daily briefing in the James S Brady Press
Briefing Room of the White House in Washington, DC, on
September 6.

Moscow, Sep 07 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin said
Wednesday that Moscow
will press on with its mili-
tary action in Ukraine
until reaching its goals
and mocked Western at-
tempts to drive Russia into
a corner with sanctions.

Putin told at an annual
economic forum in the far-
eastern port city of
Vladivostok that the main
goal behind sending
troops into Ukraine was
protecting civilians in the
east of that country after
eight years of fighting.

It wasn’t us who started
the military action, we are
trying to put an end to it,
Putin said, reaffirming his
argument that he sent
troops into Ukraine to pro-
tect Moscow-backed sepa-
ratist regions in Ukraine,
which have fought
Ukrainian forces in the
conflict that erupted in
2014 following Russia’s an-
nexation of Crimea.

All our action has been
aimed at helping people
living in the Donbas, it’s
our duty and we will ful-
fill it until the end, he
said. Putin charged that
Russia has strengthened
its sovereignty in the face
of Western sanctions,
which he said bordered on
an aggression.

Russia has resisted the
economic, financial and
technological aggression
of the West, Putin said.
“I’m sure that we haven’t

lost anything and we
won’t lose anything. The
most important gain is
the strengthening of our
sovereignty, it’s an in-
evitable result of what’s
going one.

The Russian leader said
that the economic and fi-
nancial situation in
Russia has stabilized, con-
sumer prices inflation has
slowed down and unem-
ployment has remained
low. There has been a cer-
tain polarization in the

world and inside the coun-
try, but I view it as a posi-
tive thing, he added.
Everything unnecessary,
harmful, everything that
has prevented us from
going forward will be re-
jected and we will gain de-
velopment tempo because
development can only be
based on sovereignty.

Putin emphasized that
Russia will keep protect-
ing its sovereignty in the
face of what he described
as an attempt by the U.S.
and its allies to preserve
their global domination,
saying that the world
mustn’t be founded on the
diktat of one country that
deemed itself the repre-
sentative of the almighty
or even higher and based
its policies on its per-
ceived exclusivity.

He scoffed at Western
attempts to cap prices for
Russian oil and gas, call-
ing the idea stupid and
saying that Russia will
have enough customers in
Asia.

Putin mocks West, says Russia will press on in Ukraine

Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) meets with Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan on the sidelines of the
2022 Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok on
September 7.

Islamabad, Sep 07 (AP):

In flood-stricken
Pakistan where an un-
precedented monsoon
season has killed hun-
dreds of people, the rains
now threaten a famed
archeological site dating
back 4,500 years, the site’s
chief official said
Tuesday. The ruins of
Mohenjo Daro - located in
southern Sindh province
near the Indus River and
a UNESCO World
Heritage Site - are consid-
ered among the best pre-
served urban settlements
in South Asia. They were
discovered in 1922 and to
this day, mystery sur-
rounds the disappearance
of its civilization, which
coincided with those of
ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia.

The swelling waters of
the Indus, a major river
in this part of the world,
have wreaked havoc as
heavy rains and massive
flooding unleashed devas-
tation across much of
Pakistan. At least 1,343
people have been killed

and millions have lost
their homes in the surg-
ing waters, with many ex-
perts blaming the unusu-
ally heavy monsoon rains
on climate change.

The flooding has not di-
rectly hit Mohenjo Daro
but the record-breaking
rains have inflicted dam-
age on the ruins of the an-
cient city, said Ahsan
Abbasi, the site’s curator.

Several big walls,

which were built nearly
5,000 years ago, have col-
lapsed because of the
monsoon rains,” Abbasi
told The Associated
Press.

He said dozens of con-
struction workers under
the supervision of ar-
chaeologists have started
the repair work. Abbasi
did not give an estimated
cost of the damages at
Mohenjo Daro.

In flood-stricken Pakistan, 
rains damage archeological site

Women carry belongings salvaged from their flooded
home after monsoon rains, in the Qambar Shahdadkot 
district of Sindh Province, of Pakistan.

Biden administration announces plan
for $50 billion investment in chips

President Joe Biden delivers remarks during a Cabinet
Meeting at the White House in Washington, DC. 

 To avoid dependency

on China

Sacramento, Sep 07 (AP):

A record-setting heat
wave made life miserable
in much of the West on
Tuesday, with California
stretching into its second
week of excessive heat
that taxed the state’s
power supply and threat-
ened power shortages that
could prompt blackouts
while people were desper-
ately trying to stay cool.

The California
Independent System
Operator, the entity that
oversees the state’s electri-
cal grid, said there could
be rotating power out-
ages” Tuesday evening
when demand for power
could reach an all-time
high. Democratic Gov.
Gavin Newsom urged resi-
dents to conserve, warn-
ing in a video message
that the risk for outages is
real and it’s immediate.

This heat wave is on
track to be both the hottest
and the longest on record
for the state and many
parts of the West for the
month of September,
Newsom said. Everyone
has to do their part to help

step up for just a few more
days.

California’s state capital
of Sacramento tied a
record Tuesday with its
41st day of temperatures
reaching at least 100 de-
grees Fahrenheit (38 de-
grees Celsius). And there
was a chance the city
would break its all-time
high temperature of 114
degrees Fahrenheit (46 de-
grees Celsius) set in 1925,
according to the National
Weather Service.

Sacramento native
Debbie Chang was out
walking in Capitol Park on
Tuesday morning, pulling
a wagon of Pop-Tarts and
water to hand out to home-
less people. She lives in an
old house that relies on
wall-mounted units that
she says don’t work so
well. The temperature
reached 91 degrees (33 C)
in her house Monday
night. The past few years
in California, it’s really
rough, she said. I really
love this state. And grow-
ing up I never imagined I’d
exactly want to live out-
side of California, unless
maybe internationally.

California and the West

broil in record heat wave

Islamabad, Sep 07 (AP):

Since he was toppled by
parliament five months
ago, former Prime
Minister Imran Khan has
demonstrated his popular-
ity with rallies that have
drawn huge crowds and
signaled to his rivals that
he remains a considerable
political force.

On Tuesday, he ad-
dressed some 25,000 sup-
porters in the northwest-
ern city of Peshawar, the
capital of deeply conserva-
tive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province bordering
Afghanistan.

Khan said he would
soon organize a mass
march to the capital, as a
culmination of his cam-
paign to force the govern-
ment of Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif to hold a
snap election, which some
analysts say Khan might
win due to his growing
popularity.

I will soon give you a call
for a march on Islamabad,
Khan told the cheering
crowd, then asked: Are
you ready for it? Yes,”
came the response from

his supporters. Sharif has
rejected the demand for
early elections, saying the
vote should take place as
scheduled in 2023.

As during previous ral-
lies, Tuesday’s speech was
not shown live by TV sta-
tions on instructions from
the country’s media regu-
latory agency. The regula-
tors have banned broad-
casting his live speeches,
purportedly because of
his recent critical remarks
about the military and ju-
diciary. Viewers also had
difficulty accessing the
speech via YouTube and
other social media.

Since his ouster, Khan
has claimed that the cur-
rent government came
into power under a plot by
the US which allegedly dis-
agreed with his more inde-
pendent foreign policy;
Washington has denied
such a claim.

Khan had served as
prime minister for over
three-and-a-half years
until he was brought down
by an alliance of political
parties in a parliamentary
no-confidence vote in
April.

Rallies show Pakistan’s ex-PM
Khan remains political force

Supporters of Pakistani opposition leader Imran Khans
Tehreek-e-Insaf party attend a rally, in Peshawar, Pakistan.

United Nations, Sep 07 (AP):

The UN humanitarian
chief has predicted that at
least USD 1 billion will be
needed urgently to avert
famine in Somalia in the
coming months and early
next year when two more
dry seasons are expected
to compound the historic
drought that has hit the
Horn of Africa nation.

Martin Griffiths said in
a video briefing from
Somalia’s capital
Mogadishu that a new re-
port from an authoritative

panel of independent ex-
perts says there will be a
famine in Somalia be-
tween October and
December if we don’t
manage to stave it off and
avoid it as had been the
case in 2016 and 2017.

The undersecretary-
general for humanitarian
affairs told UN correspon-
dents that more than USD
1 billion in new funds is
needed in addition to the
UN appeal of about USD
1.4 billion. That appeal
has been very well-fund-
ed, he said, thanks to the

US Agency for
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Development, which an-
nounced a USD 476 mil-
lion donation of humani-
tarian and development
aid in July.

The Famine Early
Warning Systems
Network, created by
USAID, said in a report
Monday that famine is
projected to emerge later
this year in three areas in
Somalia’s southeastern
Bay region, including
Baidoa without urgent
humanitarian aid.

At least USD 1 billion needed to
avert famine in Somalia: UN

T he monsoon flooding in
Pakistan has been re-

ferred to as a monsoon on
steroids and described as a
monster monsoon. These
names reflect the wide devasta-
tion it has caused. This flood-
ing has been fuelled by the
hottest weather recorded dur-
ing March and April this year.
This heat accelerated glacier
melting in Pakistan's north,
followed by unprecedented
rainfall patterns in many parts
of the country during July and
August.

Human-induced climate
change has caused these un-
usual weather events: a one in
100-year heat wave and rainfall
over nine times the average
rainfall in the southeastern
Sindh province. The loss of
lives since mid-June 2022 cur-
rently stands at over 1,300. And
it is estimated that the number
of people affected by the floods
is around 33 million.

A fraction
In 2019, Pakistan's green-

house gas emissions stood at
about 433 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalents per
year this is 0.9 per cent of the
global emissions. While
Pakistan contributes a small
fraction of the global green-
house emissions, it is dispro-

portionately impacted by cli-
mate change. The onus of help-
ing Pakistan recover from this
tragedy, therefore, rests on the
international community.

Having studied the economic
impacts of extreme floods in
North America and the history
of water management in the
Indus basin (which lies be-
tween Pakistan, India, China
and Afghanistan), I can safely
state that the current estimate
of US 10 billion in damages
likely significantly underrep-
resents the comprehensive cost
of this disaster.

A more in-depth analysis is
often required to determine
the long-term impacts on infra-
structure, loss of revenue due
to supply-chain disruptions,
costs of disruption to manufac-
turing and loss of productivity
as people are displaced.

Inadequate infrastructure
In 2010, Pakistan was also hit

with extreme flooding, which
resulted in the loss of 1,985
lives and over US $10 billion in
damages. These recurring
events raise questions about
systemic and strategic re-
sponses to mitigate against fu-
ture flood events.

It is apparent that flood man-
agement infrastructure is in-
adequate, and is compounded
by the lack of capacity for
timely responses from public
authorities. In this specific sit-
uation, while the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) in Pakistan
issued its earliest and some-
what generic alert about exten-
sive monsoon rainfalls on June
28, it did not recognize the
severity until mid- to late-July.

While these alerts triggered
responses by the NDMA for af-
fected areas in early August,

their aid was designed for tens
of thousands of people, where-
as those affected were in the
millions. Pakistan's armed
forces stepped up to undertake
a major role in the humanitari-
an relief efforts.

Systematic building
United Nations Secretary

General Ant nio Guterres
launched a US $160 million ap-
peal at the end of August. The
Canadian federal government
announced 5 million in fund-
ing for humanitarian assis-
tance, in addition to contribut-
ing to the U.N. emergency re-
sponse fund.

While these humanitarian
initiatives are very important
in addressing the immediate
needs related to disaster re-
lief, they pale in comparison
to the scale of the upcoming
challenge for Pakistan.

The scope of the response
needed to recover from this
disastrous event is apparently
beyond the capacity of vari-
ous agencies in Pakistan.
There is a need to systemati-
cally build Pakistan's capacity
to cope with climate change-
related flooding in the future.

This support needs to take
the shape of financial re-
sourcing, technical assistance
and human capacity building.
It should take two approaches.
The first involves building ef-
fective early-response mecha-
nisms that allow communities
to react in a reasonable time-
frame. At the same time, sup-
port should enhance water
management infrastructure
to manage excess water in
flooding events and help with
droughts in dry years.

While the NDMA and the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department have made con-

siderable strides in develop-
ing early-warning systems,
significantly more needs to be
done at the community level.
There is a need for broad-
based and grassroot-level
community organizations
that can support timely evacu-
ation from flooded areas and
provide immediate humani-
tarian assistance.
Climate change adaptation

In the 2015 climate confer-
ence in Paris, the world leaders
committed to provide US $100
billion annually to combat cli-
mate change. Building
Pakistan's water infrastruc-
ture particularly new water
reservoirs and dams falls
under the overall theme of
adaptation to climate change.
While the funding mobilized
since then has been a fraction
of that commitment, a signifi-
cant proportion should be di-
rected to developing countries
like Pakistan that are dispro-
portionately impacted by cli-
mate change.

There is also growing recog-
nition that some of the re-
sponses to such natural disas-
ters must come from within
the region. Countries in South
Asia, particularly those in the
Indus Basin, should pool their
technological, human and fi-
nancial resources to mount
more immediate and targeted
disaster responses. Despite the
geopolitical tensions in the re-
gion, shared responses to hu-
manitarian crises can be a
mechanism to build mutual co-
operation and trust.

Writer is Executive Director,
Pacific Water Research

Centre, Faculty of
Environment, Simon Fraser

University
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Truss’s victory
Truss’s win over

Sunak was predicted by
pollsters. Indian-origin
Rishi Sunak would
never have been accept-
ed as PM by the British
with their colonial
mindset. British democ-
racy may be among the
oldest, but it is still im-
mature, unlike the US
where a black man has
been elected President.
Truss had another
strong point in her
favour: her loyalty to
outgoing PM Boris
Johnson. The new PM
is expected to follow
most of her predeces-
sor’s policies, and on
the foreign policy front,
her first port of call is
likely be to the war-rav-
aged Ukraine. As for
India, whether the
deadline given by Boris
Johnson about UK-
India FTA negotiations
will be upheld is not a
certainty. The increas-
ing domestic economic
turmoil may compel
Truss to reset her prior-
ities and politics.

SK Singh, by mail

Create awareness
The death of former

chairman of Tata Sons
Cyrus Mistry in a car
accident underlines the
necessity of fastening
seatbelt by all car occu-
pants. The prevalence of
relevant laws notwith-
standing, let us pledge
to make it a habit to use
seatbelts. High speed
and overtaking are the
other reasons. There is
a need to organise mass
awareness programmes
by the government de-
partment concerned
and also NGOs to ex-
hort people to adhere to
the safety measures and
abide by the traffic laws.

Krishan Kant Sood,
Nangal

A proud moment 
The commissioning

of the first indigenous-
ly designed and built
aircraft carrier INS
Vikrant is a very proud
moment for every
Indian. Now India joins
the major countries
which has such capabil-
ity, like China, France,
Russia, US, UK and
Italy. This is a much-
awaited aircraft carrier
which our nation
needs. This is a sign of
the new era in India's
defence sector and a
perfect example of the
nation's approach to-
wards Aatmanirbhar
Bharat. INS Vikrant is
a major boost for our
defence and is all set to
protect the Indo-Pacific
and Indian Ocean re-
gions. This is a certain-
ty a milestone for India.

Gitesh Ch. Aryya
Nagaon
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Tibetan monks blow conches during a prayer for the long life of Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama in the Tsugla
Khang Temple, Mcleodganj, Dharamshala, Wednesday, Sept 7.

Flooding in Pakistan shows that climate 
adaptation requires international support

PRAYERS FOR DALAI LAMA

Gavin Midgley

O ne of the first things
the new UK prime

minister Liz Truss did
upon winning the
Conservative party leader-
ship race was to reiterate
her desire to turn the UK
into a low-tax economy. She
outlined her reasoning
about the fairness of this
position during a recent
BBC interview: The people
at the top of the income dis-
tribution pay more tax so
inevitably when you cut
taxes you tend to benefit
people who are more likely
to pay tax What I am about
is about growing the econo-
my and growing the econo-
my benefits for everybody.

This stance will likely
cause controversy among
voters, particularly those

that aren't high earners and
especially as UK house-
holds face a very real
squeeze on personal fi-
nances this winter.

Truss's idea is based on
the principle that a lower
tax economy that primarily
benefits higher earners will
boost economic growth via
increased investment and
spending, benefiting the
majority of people across
all income levels. This well-
established theory is
known as supply side eco-
nomics, although it's often
referred to by the arguably
more loaded term trickle
down economics .

This idea is all the more
controversial considering
the UK is in the middle of a
cost of living crisis. Recent
dissatisfaction with the gov-
ernment's response to the

economic situation has of
course been partly due to
the apparent power vacuum
created by outgoing prime
minister Boris Johnson's
resignation plus a lengthy
leadership election. But re-
gardless, the Conservative
party's polling fortunes
have fallen, while, for the
first time in more than a
decade, the Labour Party
now leads in terms of gain-
ing the public's trust to
manage the economy.

Truss hopes that a low-
tax economy will help to
improve the government's
fortunes, but there are two
reasons why this may not
prove to be an effective
strategy with voters in the
current economic climate.

First, the kind of spend-
ing and consumption that
Truss hopes to trigger with

tax cuts wouldn't happen
overnight. Economists gen-
erally agree, whether they
support supply side eco-
nomics or not, that there is
a time lag between lower-
ing taxes and seeing the ef-
fects on the population's
economic position.

This means the increase
in economic activity re-
quired to uplift the public's
economic mood, if it did
happen, would likely take
years, not months. As we
approach this winter, pres-
sure is mounting for the
government to take imme-
diate action on fuel poverty.
This is something that will
not be fixed by a long-term
measure.

Second, cutting certain
taxes is not guaranteed to
have the desired effect on
economic growth. The UK

is currently second last out
of the G7 countries for in-
come equality, which has
increased steadily over the
last 40 years. This is due to
a relative rise in poverty at
the lower end of earnings
over the long term, but also
a relative increase of
wealth at the top end.

But in order for a tax cut
to be effective as a supply
side economics tool, it
needs to incentivise expen-
diture. With a high level of
inequality, there is less in-
centive for wealthier indi-
viduals and corporations to
spend as the marginal bene-
fit of the tax cut falls. In
other words, if you can al-
ready comfortably afford
what you need, having
more wealth would not nec-
essarily affect your 
spending.
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T he signing of the Memorandum of Understanding on the
withdrawal of water from the Kushiyara river by India and

Bangladesh marks a new milestone in trans-boundary water co-
operation between the two neighbouring countries. The MoU
signed in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in New Delhi came 12
days after the finalization of the text at the 38th Meeting of the
Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) of India and Bangladesh held in
New Delhi last month. The ministerial-level meeting of the JRC
taking place after a gap of 12 years speaks volumes about the
complexities of hydro diplomacy. The two countries established
the JRC in 1972, after the liberation of Bangladesh, as a bilateral
mechanism to address issues of mutual interest on common or
transboundary rivers. Prime Minister Modi said that the MoU on
the Kushiyara river would benefit southern Assam in India and
Sylhet in Bangladesh. Though India and Bangladesh share 54
rivers, the Ganga Waters Treaty signed in 1996 for sharing of
Ganga water at Farakkaduring lean season is the only treaty so
far signed by the two neighbours.  In 2011, a draft agreement on
sharing of Teesta water prepared by both sides had to be dropped
at the last moment during the visit of then Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to Dhaka following objections by West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. Media reports of China evinc-
ing interest in picking a component of a project aimed at the
management of Bangladesh's part of the Teesta River cannot be
ignored by India, but Bangladesh's PM expressed hope that
Teesta water-sharing issue treaty would be concluded at an early
date indicates how important the deal is for Bangladesh.
According to UN-Water, transboundary waters account for 60%
of the world's freshwater flows and 153 countries have territory
within at least one of the 286 transboundary river and lake basins
and 592 transboundary aquifer systems. The global agency,
which coordinates the United Nations' work on water and sanita-
tion, explains that "Transboundary water cooperation plays a cru-
cial role in supporting wider regional integration, peace and sus-
tainable development, as well as in tackling regional security
challenges or in supporting climate change adaptation." It high-
lights that an average of 58 per cent of countries' transboundary
basin areas have an operational arrangement for water coopera-
tion and only 24 countries reported that all their trans-boundary
basins are covered by cooperation arrangements. Viewed
through this lens of a global perspective, the signing of the MoU
on the Kushiyara signifies deepening bilateral engagement be-
tween India and Bangladesh. The two prime ministers have met
12 times since 2015 which has strengthened bilateral cooperation
between the neighbouring countries in areas of connectivity, en-
ergy, water resources, trade and investment, border manage-
ment and security. Of the 54 shared rivers, seven rivers have
been identified earlier for developing a framework of water shar-
ing agreements on a priority and the JRC agreed to widen this
area of the ongoing cooperation by including eight more rivers
for data exchange. Under the bilateral cooperation, India shares
real-time flood data on major rivers like Ganga, Teesta,
Brahmaputra and Barak during the monsoon season with
Bangladesh and has recently extended the period of flood data
sharing beyond 15 October to help the neighbouring take timely
measures to address flood problems created by the trans-bound-
ary rivers.  India and Bangladesh making a significant advance in
trans-boundary water sharing can be a template for the countries
of the Brahmaputra River Basin in transboundary water coopera-
tion, particularly for China as an upper riparian country.

A template for sharing 
transboundary rivers

Guy B. Marks, UNSW

E missions that meet air-quality standards still cause ill-
ness and early death. Planning decisions need to help

drive down exposure. It might seem reasonable to think air
pollution is only a problem when the sky is thick with brown
smog. But a new study is further proof the problem starts
much earlier and well below the minimum air-quality stan-
dards. Worse, the research shows the negative effects in-
crease most rapidly at lower levels of exposure. And they hit
poorer people hardest. The policy implications of these find-
ings are critical: there is no safe amount of air pollution.
Treating reference standards as a licence to pollute up to those
concentrations and a free pass to allow continued emissions
below those concentrations cannot be accepted based on the
current evidence. Air-pollution regulations, such as those in the
United States, do not provide enough protection from worsening
symptoms of asthma, according to a 2022 US study on the rela-
tionship between pollution levels and asthma-related hospitalisa-
tions for people on Medicaid. Described by the study's re-
searchers as the most disadvantaged population in the United
States , Medicaid recipients include people on very low incomes,
people with disabilities and people aged over 65. The study inves-
tigated the exposure response relationship between exposure to
pollutants and people's health response. It found increased con-
centrations of nitrogen dioxide and fine particulate matter were
associated with an increased risk of hospitalisation for asthma
over the following six days after exposure. Importantly, the study
showed that the increased risk of hospitalisation for each unit in-
crease in pollutant exposure was greatest for those people whose
exposure levels were well below the existing US minimum air-
quality standard. In general, the effect was the same regardless
of differences in individual characteristics, except it was stronger
in people who had only had a single admission to hospital than in
those with multiple previous admissions. Some characteristics of
communities made them more susceptible to the negative ef-
fects of both pollutants: low population density, higher average
body mass index, greater distance to the nearest hospital, and
greater neighbourhood disadvantage. The study has two impor-
tant implications. First and perhaps surprisingly the slope of the
exposure response relationship is steeper at lower degrees of ex-
posure. The response is strongest at lower levels of exposure.
Second, in policy terms there are substantial benefits in reducing
exposure to air pollution, and in preventing increases in exposure,
even at concentrations well below reference standards or pro-
posed thresholds. Human-made emissions of fine particulate
matter and nitrogen dioxide exist in just about every part of the
world, with transport, agriculture, energy, mining and construc-
tion sectors all playing a role. The good news is the actions to re-
duce carbon pollution (to combat global warming) and those re-
quired to ensure clean, safe air share benefits. As a global com-
munity, we need to do all we can to achieve these benefits.

There’s no safe level 
of air pollution

Cost of living: Why Liz Truss’ 
low-tax strategy won’t work

ZAFAR ADEEL
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Investment

New Delhi:

Bangladesh provides
huge business oppor-
tunties in different
sectors and Indian
companies should ex-
plore areas of invest-
ments, Bangladesh
commerce minister
Tipu Munshi said on
Tuesday. He said that
government policies
in Bangladesh are in
favour of businesses.
"Please do come and
invest in Bangladesh,"
Munshi said here
while addressing busi-
nesses of both the
countries. The minis-
ter is here as part of a
delegation with visit-
ing Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh
Hasina. "My sugges-
tion to business peo-
ple is to come to
Bangladesh and see it.
We have the scope of
exports. We should
work together, there is
a lot of scope," he said.

Debt-free
Mumbai: Wind ener-
gy solutions provider
Inox Wind will become
a debt-free company
after its Rs 740-crore
initial share, which is
awaiting Sebi nod, is
over and fund infusion
by promoters, accord-
ing to its regulatory fil-
ing. According to the
Draft Red Herring
Prospectus (DRHP)
filed with the market
regulator, as of June
2022, the company had
a gross debt of Rs
1,717.8 crore and cash
balance of Rs 222
crore, and a net debt of
Rs 1,494.8 crore on its
books. Last week, the
company said its pro-
moters had agreed to
infuse up to Rs 800
crore by subscribing to
non-convertible, non-
cumulative participat-
ing redeemable prefer-
ence shares on a pri-
vate placement basis.

Appointment

Mumbai: Budget car-
rier IndiGo has said
Pieter Elbers, who was
named as the Chief
Executive Officer of
the company to replace
Ronojoy Dautta, has
joined the position
from Tuesday. The air-
line had announced the
appointment of Elbers
as its new CEO follow-
ing Dutta's "decision"
to retire on September
30. " Petrus Johannes
Theodorus Elbers
(Pieter Elbers) has
joined as Chief
Executive Officer of
the company with ef-
fect from today,
September 6," IndiGo
said in a regulatory fil-
ing on Tuesday.

Safety aspects
Kolkata: Country's
largest car maker
Maruti Suzuki will
spread awareness
about the safety fea-
tures and address the
issues also through its
driving schools, a sen-
ior company official
said on Wednesday.
After the tragic death of
former Tata Sons chair-
man Cyrus Mistry in a
road accident, Maruti
will focus on the need
to put on rear safety
belts which had been
made compulsory by
regulation but very few
riders adhere to it, the
official said.

San Francisco, Sep 07: 

India provides the best
investment opportunity
for businesses across the
world and investors in the
US should avail the oppor-
tunities that New Delhi of-
fers, commerce and indus-
try minister Piyush Goyal
has said. He said that the
time is "just ripe" to en-
gage in areas of mutual in-
terests of India and the
US. Addressing industry
leaders of the US and
India here, the minister on
Monday said both coun-
tries can promote global
security, stability and re-
silient supply chains.
"There are many competi-
tive advantages that the
US-India relation has to
offer. The resilience of our

supply chains and the way
talent India has provided
to the US and investments
the US has provided to
India, all of these cumula-
tively make a very good
business case," he said
while addressing the US
India Strategic
Partnership Forum
(USISPF). He added that

India provides the best in-
vestment opportunity. "It
is a destination you cannot
miss. It is a market of a bil-
lion-plus aspirations,
Goyal said. Inviting US
businesses to invest in
India, the minister said
the time is just ripe for "all
of us to engage in areas of
mutual interest". Foreign
direct investment equity
inflows into India stood at
USD 16.59 billion during
April-June this fiscal year
as against USD 17.56 bil-
lion in the same period
last year. According to an
official statement released
in May, India recorded the
"highest" ever annual FDI
inflow of USD 83.57 billion
in 2021-22. The govern-
ment reviews the FDI poli-
cy on an ongoing basis and

makes significant changes
from time to time, to en-
sure that India remains an
attractive and investor-
friendly destination. FDI
norms have been eased in
several sectors such as
coal mining, contract
manufacturing, digital
media, single brand retail
trading, civil aviation, de-
fence, insurance and tele-
com. Recognising that
India and the US are natu-
ral partners in terms of
competitive advantages
and opportunities they
offer to each other, Goyal
said that India can provide
a skilled workforce. He
also asked US investors to
share newer ideas, sugges-
tions on taking the bilater-
al relations to the next
level.

India provides best investment
opportunity, destination that

can't be missed: Goyal

New Delhi, Sep 07: 

Central bank digital cur-
rency (CBDC), to be
launched this year, could
become a tool for reducing
time and cost for cross-
border transactions,
Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor T Rabi Sankar
said on Wednesday. The
RBI has proposed to
launch on a pilot basis this
year, as announced in the
Budget by Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. In the Union
Budget for 2022-23, the fi-
nance minister had said
the RBI would roll out a
digital equivalent to the
rupee in the current finan-
cial year.

"We have to understand
that internationalisation
of CBDC is crucial to ad-
dressing the payments
issue that bodies like G-20
and Bank for
International Settlements
(BIS) are dealing with
now," he said at India Ideas
Summit. Observing that

India has an excellent,
cheap and fast domestic
payments system, he said
the cost of cross-border
payment, however, is still
high. There is a lot of
scope for improvement in
terms of both cost and
speed, he noted. CBDC is
probably the most efficient
answer to this, he said,
adding, for example, if
India CBDC and the US
CBDC systems can talk to
each other, we don't have
to wait for settling transac-
tions.

"That massively takes
out the settlement risk
from cross border trans-
action that reduces time,

that reduces cost. So,
CBDC internationalisa-
tion is something that I'm
looking forward to," he
said. Concerning fraud
management, Sankar
said digital payment
needs to be scaled up
while preserving system
integrity, which essential-
ly means technical stabil-
ity.

"It just doesn't mean
that the technical failures
of transactions have to be
minimised, it also means
that transactions them-
selves have to inspire con-
fidence, we cannot have
too many instances of
frauds," he added. "Fraud
management is an area
that we also need to focus
on if we have to scale it
up (digital payment)," he
noted. Citing the example
of the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) for non-
feature phones, Sankar
said the RBI pays special
attention to the fact that
digital payment technolo-
gy should be inclusive.

CBDC to bring down time, cost for 
cross-border transactions: RBI Deputy Guv

New Delhi, Sep 07:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday said the coun-
try's economic growth re-
mains a priority for the
government, as inflation
has come down to a man-
ageable level. Job creation
and equitable distribution
of wealth remain the other
focus areas, she said at
India Ideas Summit here.
"Some of course are red-
lettered (priorities), some
may not be.

Red-lettered ones would
of course be jobs, equitable
wealth distribution and
making sure India is mov-
ing on the path of growth.
"In that sense inflation is
not red-lettered. I hope it
doesn't surprise many of
you. We have shown that in

the past couple of months
that we were able to bring
it to a manageable level,"
she said at the event.
According to official data,
retail inflation softened to
6.71 per cent in July due to
moderation in food prices
but remained above the
Reserve Bank's comfort
level of 6 per cent for the
seventh consecutive
month. The Consumer
Price Index (CPI) based re-
tail inflation was at 7.01
per cent in June and 5.59
per cent in July 2021. It was

above 7 per cent from April
to June this fiscal. She ex-
uded confidence that the
Reserve Bank would man-
age the volatility emerging
from aggressive rate hike
stance by the US Fed and
the European Central
Bank.

Talking about fiscal
management during the
COVID-19 period, she said,
India with a targeted fiscal
policy managed through a
challenging time without
printing money. Referring
to the global energy crisis
triggered by the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war, she
said, uncertainty over
availability of crude, natu-
ral gas continues. She also
urged for deepening of ties
between India and the US
in all respects including on
payment technology.

Inflation has eased to manageable level;
job creation, growth remain priorities: FM

New Delhi, Sep 07: 

India is in a much better
position to deal with the
challenges related to
growth and inflation, said
Sanjiv Bajaj, President of
industry body CII.
According to official fig-
ures, India's retail infla-
tion continues to remain
above the Reserve Bank's
tolerance level of 6 per
cent since January, while
the economic growth in
the first quarter of the fis-
cal was 13.5 per cent, lower
than the central bank's es-
timate of 16.2 per cent.

"I don't want to say we
don't have our own chal-
lenges with growth, with
inflation but we are in a
much better position and
credit must go to every-

body including the central
and state governments. I
don't see economic growth
as an issue," Bajaj, who is
also the CMD of Bajaj
Finserv, told PTI. Tata
Steel Managing Director
and CII's former President
T V Narendran also spoke
to PTI and appreciated the
efforts undertaken by
states to attract invest-
ments.

India in much better position
to deal with growth, inflation

challenges: CII President San Francisco, Sep 07: 

ITC Ltd would pursue
the "asset-right" strategy
for its hotel business to en-
sure that the diversified
conglomerate remains
competitive and contempo-
rary, and continues to deliv-
er superior performance,
its chairman Sanjiv Puri
said. The Kolkata-based
multi-conglomerate, which
operates hotels under the
brand names such as ITC
and Welcome, also said that
it is exploring foreign mar-
kets for its hospitality busi-
ness, he said. According to
Puri, the tourism and hotel
industry is recovering after
pandemic and the company
will take the demerger
process forward and ex-
plore alternate structure.

"Once things are fi-
nalised and we have a final

proposal we will share it,"
Puri told PTI when asked
about the demerger of ITC
hotel business. On the com-
pany's plans to expand
hotel operations overseas,
he said they are "pursuing
asset-right strategy some-
time now and there are
large number of hotels that
have come in under
Welcome hotels. The new
brand called 'Storii' and
'Momentous' also will start
soon. "We are also getting
interest from markets out-
side of India which we are
right now in process of ex-
ploring.

ITC to pursue ‘asset-right’ strategy
for its hotel business: Puri

Mumbai, Sep 07: 

The rupee declined by 7
paise to close at 79.89 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Wednesday tracking
a strong dollar in overseas
markets and losses in the
domestic equities. At the in-
terbank foreign exchange
market, the domestic cur-
rency opened at 79.93 per
dollar. It hovered in a range
of 79.84 to 79.94 during the
session. The domestic unit
finally settled at 79.89, down
7 paise over its previous
close of 79.82. Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas said that a
strong dollar overseas hit
the rupee sentiment. The
US Dollar surged as eco-
nomic data from the US sur-
prised the markets. The US
ISM services PMI unexpect-
edly rose to 56.9 in August

from 56.7 in July. However,
weak crude oil prices and
foreign fund inflows cush-
ioned the downside. "We ex-
pect Rupee to remain weak
on strong US Dollar and
weak cues from global mar-
kets. Dollar index surged to
a fresh 20-year high and is
currently trading around
110.45 levels. Recovery in
crude oil prices from lower
levels may also weigh on
rupee," Choudhary said.

Rupee falls 7 paise to 79.89
against US dollar

BRAND AMBASSADOR

Bollywood actor Shahrukh Khan with employees of Burjeel Holdings, a UAE-based
healthcare provider, after being appointed as the companys brand ambassador.

Mumbai, Sep 07: 

Benchmark BSE Sensex
and Nifty ended lower on
Wednesday, dragged down
by losses in banking
stocks amid weak global
market trends. The 30-
share Sensex declined by
168.08 points or 0.28 per
cent to settle at 59,028.91.
During the day, it fell 474.1
points or 0.80 per cent to
58,722.89. The broader NSE
Nifty dipped 31.20 points
or 0.18 per cent to 17,624.40.

From the Sensex pack,
IndusInd Bank, Mahindra
& Mahindra, Maruti,
Bharti Airtel, State Bank
of India, Tata Steel, ICICI
Bank and HDFC were
major laggards. UltraTech
Cement, Tata Consultancy
Services, Sun Pharma,
Wipro and Bajaj Finance
were among the gainers.
Elsewhere in Asia, mar-

kets in Seoul, Tokyo and
Hong Kong ended lower,
while Shanghai settled in
the green.

Sensex, Nifty settle lower
amid weak global markets

Mumbai, Sep 07: 

Tata Motors, India’s
largest commercial vehicle
manufacturer, once again
createsnew trucking histo-
rywith the launch of
India’s first CNG-powered
Medium & Heavy
C o m m e r c i a l
Vehicle(M&HCV) truck; in-
troduction ofa new-
age,Advanced Driver
Assistance System (ADAS),
and enrichment of its best-
selling range of Prima,
Signa and Ultra trucks
with world-class features to
enhance driving comfort. A
new series of
advancedIntermediate &
Light Commercial Vehicle
(I&LCV)tippers and truck-
swere also launched to
service the evolving multi-
application needs, especial-
lyof the rapidly growing lo-

gistics and infrastructure
sectors.

Speaking at India’s
largest commercial vehicle
launch, Mr. Girish Wagh,
Executive Director, Tata
Motors, said, “Our trucks
connect India and power
the engine of the nation’s
economy. As theindustry
leader, we are creating new
paradigms of functionality,
productivity, connectivity,
safety and performance by

continually introducing fu-
ture-ready products, servic-
es and solutions. The
trucks that we are launch-
ing today, address the grow-
ing need for safertrans-
portation with anAdvanced
Driver Assistance System
(ADAS) offering collision
mitigation system, lane de-
parture warning, electron-
ic stability control, driver
alerts and tyre pressure
monitoring.

Tata Motors makes India’s trucks
smarter, safer and more efficientMumbai, Sep 07: 

India’s leading cold and
flu brand Vicks, launched a
new campaign film for its
Vicks’ Two-in-one Roll-On
Inhaler where south star
Samantha Ruth Prabhu
joins Vicks brand ambassa-
dor and Bollywood super-
star Ranveer Singh.

The duo came together
in the film to showcase the
benefits of the Vicks’ Two-
in-one Roll-On
InhalerwithSamantha as a
police officer,stopping a
sickly Ranveer who is seen
breaking the signal. On
being questioned,Ranveer
is shown having trouble in
focusing and tells
Samantha about histerri-
ble runny nose and
headache. Samantha then
hands him Vicks’ inhaler
with a two-in-one benefit,
which gives Ranveer in-
stant relief from blocked
nose and headache. The

campaign film smartly de-
picts how an individual is
unable to focus on daily ac-
tivities when they suffer
from headache and blocked
nose.

Speaking on the cam-
paign, Vicks’ brand
Ambassador Ranveer
Singh said, ““I loved the
thought behind this cam-
paign, and it was great
teaming up with
Samantha for Vicks. We all
go through blocked nose
and headache quite often
amidst our hectic sched-
ules and facing both symp-
toms together can nega-
tively impact our focus.
The Vicks’ Two-in-one
Roll-On Inhaler is smart as
well as handy to use and is
sure to become a go-to
product for many of us.”
“My family and I have
been Vicks users for as far
as I can remember, and
hence this campaign was a
perfect opportunity for me.

Vicks’ launches new campaign

New Delhi, Sep 07: 

Expanding its prod-
uct portfolio, realme,
India’s most trusted
technology brand,
today announced  the
launch of realme
C33, realme Watch 3
Pro and realme Buds
Air 3s. The  latest
products are specifi-
cally designed for
technology enthusi-
asts who like to
explore more. The
newly launched AIoT
products seamlessly
integrate with a host
of devices and apps
to enhance the user experi-
ence by providing them with a
best-connected tech ecosys-
tem. While the realme C33
features a Boundless Sea
Design and a 50 MP AI cam-
era for users in the entry-
level segment, the realme

Watch 3 Pro  is a class-defin-
ing watch with AMOLED,

Bluetooth Calling
and In-built GPS. The
realme Buds Air 3s is
the latest addition to
the realmehearables
segment and is the
Bass King for all,
with an 11mm Triple
Titanium Bass Driver
and 4-Mic AI ENC for
calls Commenting on
the occasion of the
launch,
MrMadhavSheth,
CEO, realme India,
VP, realme and
President, realme
International

Business Group said, “ In its
unrelenting pursuit of provid-
ing an enriching experience
to technology enthusiasts,
realme  has introduced three
new products - realme C33,
realme Watch 3 Pro and
realme Buds Air 3s. 

Realme’s introduces C33
with Boundless Sea Design 

L
ike a number
of other
c e l e b s ,

Mugdha Godse
and Rahul Dev
opted for an eco-
friendly cele-
bration of
G a n e s h
Chaturthi and
they kept it a
private affair
with flower

decorations, instead of
the synthetic 'toran', and
homemade prasad.

Mugdha, who is well-
known for her roles in
'Fashion', 'Jail' and
'Heroine', said: "We had a
beautiful private puja
with simple decorations
and homemade prasad."

Talking about the deco-
ration she put up at home,
she added: "Keeping in

mind the need for an eco-
friendly puja, we used
flowers instead of tradi-
tional toran decorations
and it was a really private
affair." The 10-day festival,
which took off on August
31, has seen Bollywood
celebrities posting pic-
tures of bringing Ganpati
home and wishing their
fans. They included Shah
Rukh Khan, Shilpa Shetty

and many more.
Raqesh Bapat of 'Bigg

Boss OTT' fame posted
several pictures of mak-
ing his own Ganpati idol
and motivated his fans to
opt for eco-friendly
Ganeshas.

Likewise, actress Juhi
Parmar showed her cre-
ativity by making a
Ganesha using vegetables
available at home.

There’s no
time to be
jealous, says
Kamal Haasan

S
tating that there was no time
to be jealous of another's suc-
cess, actor Kamal Haasan

said that this was a fact that both
Tamil Superstar Rajinikanth
and he realised at a very young
age. Participating in the audio
and trailer launch event of director
Mani Ratnam's 'Ponniyin Selvan
1' that was held at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor
Stadium on Tuesday night,
Kamal said: "The film indus-
try is a small family. In this
family, there is no time for jeal-
ousy. "When I don't have the time
to do my work, there is no time to
be jealous. This is something that
he (pointing to Rajinikanth) and I
realised at a very young age.

"We have seen victories. Big ones.
Double victories. Defeats. When victories
come (irrespective of whom it comes to),
we rejoice, because one's defeat will affect
the whole industry andA one's victory will
lift up the entire industry."

Congratulating A.R. Rahman, the
music director of 'Ponniyin Selvan',
Kamal said that every song that the com-
poser had scored for the film had in-
creased his heart beats.

S
uperstar Amitabh Bachchan
has had enough of Covid-19
and wants the virus to per-

manently depart from the face of
the planet.

Speaking on the sidelines of the
trailer launch of his upcoming
film 'Goodbye', Big B told the

media, "I want to say goodbye to
Covid, bahut ho gaya ab, do saal
ho gaye (it's been two years, and
we all of us are done with Covid).
A lot of lives have been lost in
these two years, many families
are still coping with the deeply

personal loss that they have en-
countered."

He added that he just wants Covid
to pack its bags and leave at the earli-
est so that people can finally get back to
the old times.

Big B has contracted the bug twice,
first in July 2020 along with son
Abhishek Bachchan when both of them
were admitted to Mumbai's Nanavati
hospital and the second time in August
2022 when he gave an update with re-
gard to the diagnosis on his Twitter.

He had written on his Twitter last
month, "T 4388 - I have just tested
CoViD + positive .. all those that have
been in my vicinity and around me,
please get yourself checked and tested
also (sic)."

Currently, Big B has two releases on
the horizon - first is 'Brahmastra' in
which he will share the screen with
Alia Bhatt, Ranbir Kapoor, Nagarjuna
and Mouni Roy. The other film is
'Goodbye; in which he will be seen
along with Rashmika Mandana, Neena
Gupta, Pavail Gulati and Sunil Grover.
While 'Brahmastra' has set its release

date on September 9, 'Goodbye' will
have a theatrical release on

October 7.

ACROSS

1. Conform

6. Bartlett's kin

10. Influence

14. Havana export

15. Wise about

16. ____ vault

17. Each

18. "____ Window"

19. Diva's song

20. Talk back

21. ____ Moines, Iowa

22. Gets the soap off

24. ____-do-well

26. Doctor's client

27. Spit

30. Quiz choice

31. Airplane feature

33. Racing sled

37. Eternally, in verse

38. Sound systems

41. It follows Oct.

42. June honorees

44. Toast spread

46. Holiday song

49. Mob scene participant

50. Ralph Waldo ____

53. Decorator's advice

54. Most recent

55. Possesses

56. Stride

60. Pang

61. Baldwin or Guinness

63. Burglarize

64. Comparison word

65. Floor covering

66. Throw

67. Ages and ages

68. Lampreys

69. Made mistakes

DOWN

1. High cards

2. Opera singer

3. Eons

4. Root vegetable

5. Make an attempt

6. Termite, e.g.

7. Dollar bills

8. Amtrak stop (abbr.)

9. Ranch enclosure

10. Kind of dog

11. Inferior

12. E.T., e.g.

13. Bread ingredient

21. Handed out cards

23. ____ a boy!

25. Preceding nights

26. Kitchen gadget
27. Hurried
28. District
29. British nobleman
30. Wild
32. Yellow fruit
34. Single thing
35. Departed
36. Continually
39. Monstrous giants
40. Stated
43. Shows (a movie)
45. Hen's mate
47. Pack animal
48. Spin
50. Please greatly
51. Manly
52. Patriot ____ Allen
53. Marathons, e.g.
55. Satan's domain
57. Sad drop
58. Roof projection
59. Begged
62. Falsehood
63. That gal
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There could be people who try to convince
you that you're wrong about something,
Aquarius. Don't fall into the trap of thinking
that you're inferior just because you don't
agree with someone on an issue. Focus on
your creativity today. You can combine your
incredible artistic talent with pure intellec-
tual genius for a dynamite swing that will
knock any ball clear out of the park.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

There's an adventurous side to today that
you should latch onto. Try not to get
weighed down by the little things in your life
that don't really matter much. Look at the
big picture and understand the importance
of having great breadth of vision. There's a
whole world to explore out there, Pisces, so
get going. There may be a few surprises
today, so be ready for anything.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Unexpected people and events are likely to
crop up today just as you're longing for
adventure. Feel free to hop aboard a train
to an unknown destination, Aries. It's bet-
ter to regret the things you've done than
regret the things you haven't done. Take
this to heart as you plan your day. There's
no shortage of fun out there - you just need
to find it.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It's extremely important that you not be too
possessive today, especially when it comes
to other people, Taurus. You have important
relationships with the people around you,
and you'll find that in order to maintain
them, it's best to let those people live their
lives the way they want. Don't think that
people belong to you, because they don't.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Matters regarding love and romance are in
your favor today, Gemini. You'll find that
love comes to you when you least expect
it. There's a powerful creative force within
you that will be most rewarding if you put
it to use for some sort of artistic endeavor.
A strong yet erratic urge may call you into
action, so be ready to respond with your
entire being.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Realize that you might have to leave some
things to chance today, because you prob-
ably aren't going to be able to control all
that you'd like to under the circumstances,
Cancer. Although it may be comfortable for
you to try to fit things into their perfect
spots, you'll find that this may not be the
best way to conduct your business, espe-
cially on a day like this.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Things should be going quite well for you
today, Leo, especially in the love and
romance department. You'll find that
there is a magical, adventuresome spirit
when you connect with others. Take
advantage of this courageous energy and
put it to good use in whatever way you see
fit. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Express your independence today, Virgo,
and prove to others that you won't be
pushed around anymore. Do things for
yourself and have fun while you do it. Your
heart will know which way is the right way
to proceed. Don't be fooled by those who
try to tell you otherwise. Success comes
when you can initiate others into your world
instead of you being seduced by theirs.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Things relating to love and romance are in
your favor today, Libra, although you may
find that issues of this nature might be
unpredictable. Lovers could be present one
moment and MIA the next, but these are the
risks you take when you deal with love. Find
a balance that doesn't get you so wrapped
up in someone else that you're hurt if his or
her eyes turn elsewhere.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

It might feel like there's a hole in your
heart today, Scorpio, and you could have
a hard time filling it. Remember that
you're the one responsible for making
sure this void is taken care of. If you
insist that someone else fill the gap,
you're setting yourself up for disappoint-
ment. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Issues regarding love and romance are at
a climactic point right now, Sagittarius,
and you could be rather combative. Your
energy in this area may come in waves,
and you're likely to be so charged up
about the situation that you feel like a
time bomb ready to explode. Don't
destroy something wonderful by wanting
a great deal more than you really need.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Don't expect a great deal of sensitivity
from others when it comes to issues con-
cerning love and beauty today, Capricorn.
People are apt to be in their own little
worlds. It may be hard for you to relate to
them now. Trying to sway others to your
point of view could be possible, but it may
be quite difficult and, more importantly,
not worth the effort.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Big B wants
to say

‘Goodbye’ to
Covid-19

S
ony Entertainment
TELEVISION flag-
ship singing reality

show ‘Indian Idol –
Season 13,’ is all set to air
every Saturday & Sunday
at 8:00 PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television. The show is
produced by Freemantle
Media.

This year’s campaign
“Fir saath aane ka ba-
hana hai, ab mausam mu-
sicana hai” brought alive
the celebration of music
and togetherness. Hosted
Aditya Narayan and
reprising their roles as
judges once again, the ul-
timate trio – Himesh
Reshammiya, Neha
Kakkar and Vishal
Dadlani are here to make
the ‘mausam musicana!’

Also, this year, the show
hosted the multi-city on-
ground auditions in 11
cities after a gap of two
years and witnessed an

overwhelming participa-
tion. Like every year, in
its 13th Season, Indian

Idol is set to unleash di-
verse musical talent from
across India, bringing

forth the country’s rich
multi-cultural back-
ground. Since its incep-

tion, Indian Idol has pre-
sented great singing
prodigies and has effort-
lessly become the nation’s
most sought-after singing
platform. Through the
years, the prestigious
show has given the nation
many wondrous voices
with gems like - Salman
Ali (winner of Season 10),
Sunny Hindustani (win-
ner of Season 11), and the
most recent winner of
season 12, Pawandeep
Rajan who took the na-
tion by storm. With such
unbeatable singing talent
ready to take the viewers
by storm, this season of
Indian Idol is all set to
make the ‘mausam musi-
cana!’ Be sure to tune in
to Indian Idol – Season 13
premiering on 10th
September and will air
every Saturday & Sunday
at 8:00 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television!

Indian Idol – Season 13 premiers on Sep10

Mugdha Godse opts for no-fuss,
eco-friendly Ganpati puja

R
eality TV star Kim
Kardashian has un-
veiled that she

hates being asked for
favours. She shared that
she has "a problem saying
no to people."

The 41-year-old star
said: "I do have a problem
saying no to people, so I

hate when people ask
me for things.

It's like, 'Hey,
will you do this

work thing, it'll just
be two seconds.' And I'm
like, 'It's not that easy."

"I'm coming from
Calabasas, which is an
hour each way.' It takes
about two hours in glam,
so if someone asks me to
do a five-minute cameo,
it's never just that. But, all
my friends and family, no
one ever really asks me
for anything or needs
anything. We're all just
cool." Kim has enjoyed
huge success during her
career, and she has mas-
sive following on social
media, too. However, the
'Keeping Up with the
Kardashians' star still

struggles with her self-
confidence, reports
aceshowbiz.com.

She told Interview mag-
azine: "It's so weird. I have
a problem being super
confident. I've always
been more self-deprecat-
ing, and I get shy when it
comes to, 'Describe your-
self. Talk about yourself.'
Things like that."

Kim was married to
Kanye between 2014 and
2022, and she admits that
their relationship helped
to transform how she's
perceived. The reality TV
star, who split from come-
dian Pete Davidson earli-
er this year, said: "I mean,
when I was with Kanye,
and he was introducing
me to a lot of people, I
think that definitely got a
lot of people to have a dif-
ferent level of respect."

"I've also seen a s**t
more recently - going to
law school, just doing
what I want and becom-
ing my own person and
people seeing that and re-
specting that. There's lev-
els to it."

Kim Kardashian reveals
why she struggles to say

‘no’ to people
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Dubai, Sep 07 (PTI):

Staring an early exit
from the Asia Cup, the
Indian team is facing some
flak for a below-par show
but skipper Rohit Sharma
insists that the team com-
bination is more or less
settled going into the T20
World Cup, though, they
are still looking for some
"answers".

The absence of an indis-
posed Avesh Khan and
Ravindra Jadeja, who un-
derwent a knee surgery,
meant that India competed
with only two frontline
seamers -- Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and Arshdeep
Singh -- with Hardik
Pandya being the third
fast-medium option.

Lack of enough sting in
its bowling attack meant
that the team suffered
back-to-back Super 4 de-
feats against Pakistan and
Sri Lanka, failing to de-
fend par-scores of 181 and
173 respectively.

"It's 90-95% settled, just a
few changes that will hap-
pen," Rohit said of the
team combination after a
humiliating defeat against
Sri Lanka on Tuesday.

The skipper added that
he wanted to experiment a
bit in the Asia Cup and see
what happens when four
specialist bowlers are

used.
"When you talk about

experiments, yes, we want-
ed to try out certain
things. If you look at the
combination we have been
playing before the start of
the Asia Cup, it was with
four seamers, two spin-
ners and the second
spinner was an all-
rounder.

"I always wanted to
try and find answers
as to what happens if
you play with three
seamers and two
spinners, and the
third spinner being
an all-rounder. We
are still looking
for answers," he
explained. It was
done specifically
to check if
Hardik could fit
in as the third
seamer.

"I want to be
prepared for the
World Cup
where you are
challenged as a
team. When you go to the
World Cup, you want to
have all the answers. Since
Hardik Pandya has come
back, we have played with 3
seamers.

"It's good to know what
can happen when you play
with three seamers, two
spinners These defeats

teach us a whole lot of
things," he added.

Still looking for some
answers

While Rohit said that 95
percent of the team is set-
tled, he contradicted him-
self when he said that a lot
of answers are yet to be

found. "There are a lot of
questions we need to an-
swer, and along the way, in
the three-four series we've
played, we have found some
answers. "There will be a
time where we will draw a
line and say, 'this is the com-
bination we want to play for
the World Cup.' After this,

we have two more series
and then the World Cup.
Till our squad is an-
nounced, we can try
out a few players."

Hooda picked
ahead of DK and
not given bowling

A pertinent ques-
tion was why
Deepak Hooda was
sent in at No. 7 and
not given even a
single over to bowl
his off-breaks. "Yes,
we have a sixth
bowling option, but
we also wanted to
try out with five op-
tions and see what
happens and what
doesn't happen,"

Rohit said in his de-
fence. "Today Hooda was

there, but both their right-
handers (openers) were set,
and I didn't think I could
bring him on then because
we were looking to take
wickets through our attack-
ing spinners Ashwin and
Chahal," Rohit referred to
the 97-run opening stand

between Pathum Missanka
and Kusal Mendis. "If we
had got early wickets, I
wanted to bowl Hooda, he
was in my plan. But yes,
sixth options is always nice.
When we play the World
Cup it will be at the back of
our mind to play with six
options."

DK is missing out due
to left-right combination

Rishabh Pant has flat-
tered to deceive in the
chances he has got to bat
but skipper Rohit said that
Dinesh Karthik's absence
from the playing eleven is
purely strategical. "See, it is
simple. We wanted a left-
hander to bat in the middle.
That's why Dinesh Karthik
is out. Not because of form
or anything. We wanted a
left-hand batter in the mid-
dle to take pressure off, but
it didn't happen. "But by no
means DK has been
dropped because of poor
form. We always want to
have flexibility in the
group." Rohit did not forget
to mention some experi-
ments will continue going
into the Australia and
South Africa series at
home. "We will keep chang-
ing players every now and
then depending on the op-
position. Four-five batters
will play, but there will al-
ways be those one-two
changes in the batting."

Team is 95% settled, but we
still need some answers: Rohit New York, Sep 07 (AP):

Karen Khachanov stood on court, arms
raised, basking in a rowdy crowd's cheers
after reaching his first Grand Slam semifinal
at the U.S. Open. Not far away, Nick Kyrgios
took out some of his frustration at the so-
close-yet-so-far result on a pair of rackets.
First, shortly after the last point of his 7-5, 4-6,
7-5, 6-7 (3), 6-4 loss to Khachanov, Kyrgios
cracked his piece of equipment against the
ground once, twice, three, four times. Then,
for good measure, Kyrgios grabbed yet anoth-
er racket out of his bag, reared back and hit
that one on the sideline, too.

Kyrgios could not quite follow up his victo-
ry over defending champion Daniil Medvedev
at Flushing Meadows, bowing out in a high-
quality, topsy-turvy quarterfinal that began
Tuesday night and concluded more than 3 1/2
hours later at about 1 a.m. Wednesday in
Arthur Ashe Stadium. It's just devastating.
Like, it's heartbreaking, said Kyrgios, a 27-
year-old from Australia who was the runner-
up at Wimbledon in July. Pretty much every
other tournament during the year is a waste
of time, really. You should just run up and
show up at a Grand Slam. That's what you're
remembered by. Asked about Kyrgios' display
of disappointment, Khachanov said he saw
rackets were flying, and added: I feel the pain
for him. Early in the match, two spectators
were kicked out after one gave the other a
haircut in the stands. By the end, the late-stay-
ing spectators were pulling for Kyrgios loudly.
At one point in the fourth set, chair umpire
James Keothavong pleaded: Once again,
ladies and gentlemen: Respect both the play-
ers. I was prepared. I was expecting that the
crowd would be more for him, that he was the
favorite in their eyes, said the No. 27-seeded
Khachanov had been 0-2 in major quarterfi-
nals before this one against No. 23 Kyrgios.

Khachanov will face No. 5 Casper Ruud on
Friday for a berth in the championship
match.

Khachanov stops Kyrgios in 5 sets;
faces Ruud in semifinals

Russia's Karen Khachanov celebrates after
defeating Australia's Nick Kyrgios in the 2022
US Open Tennis tournament men's singles
quarter-finals at the USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Center in New York.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI):

Defending champions
India blanked Pakistan 3-0
to make a winning start to
their campaign at the
SAFF Women's
Championship at the
Dasarath Stadium in
Kathmandu here on
Wednesday.

The win extended
India's unbeaten run to 27
matches in the
Championship.

An own goal from rival
captain Maria Jamil
Khan, and an opportunis-
tic strike from Dangmei
Grace in the first-half ef-
fectively settled the issue
in favour of India. A late
goal from Soumya
Gaguloth completed the
rout in added time.

The Blue Tigresses were
dominant almost through-
out, not much willing to
part ways with the ball.
They preferred to stretch
it through the flanks, and
Anu Tamang was om-
nipresent in the middle,
essaying it to the strikers
upfront with her defence
splitting passes.

However, despite the

domination, the first goal
that came India's way in
the 15th minute was a
rather lucky one -- an own
goal from rival captain
Maria Jamila Khan.

Sandhiya, operating
down the left, sent in a
cross which goalkeeper
Shahid Bukhari managed
to get a hand to while div-
ing to her left. The re-
bound hit onrushing
Maria's leg and rolled into
the net.

The second goal, never-
theless, came straight out
of the drawing board.
Collecting the ball just out-

side the box, Anju, caught
in between a jungle of
legs, set it up for an un-
marked Dangmei Grace
with her left foot.

Grateful, Grace received
it, and slipped it between
Shahid and the near post
to give India a 2-0 lead.

India came close to
adding another in the 29th
minute, but even as
Ranjana's left footer beat
Shahid under the bar, it hit
the post.

Changing over, India
earned their first corner
in the 55th minute. Off the
counter, Pakistan earned a

free-kick outside the
Indian box, but Indian
goalkeeper Aditi Chauhan
collected Maria's shot with
effortless ease.

With the Indians press-
ing hard, Pakistan were
not able to break the
shackles and go all out
into attack. Instead, they
preferred to stay back and
defend, with Zulfia Nazir
waiting upfront around
the centre circle.

But the Blue Tigresses
weren't much able to make
use of the series of cor-
ners earned all through-
out. In the 74rd minute,
Sandhiya evaded her
marker and laid it for Anju
to have a crack at the goal.
But the rival defence re-
covered faster, denying
Anju to have a look.

Four minutes later, Anju
was quicker to reach for
the ball over Maria inside
the box. But her snap left-
footer narrowly missed
the target.

Soumya made it 3-0 in
added time, clinically fin-
ishing Ranjana's cross
from the left. India next
play Maldives on
September 10.

Indian women blank Pakistan 3-0 to
start SAAF campaign on winning start

Dubai, Sep 07 (PTI):

All but out of reckoning for
the summit clash, a dishev-
elled India would like to put
their house in order before
facing a gutsy Afghanistan
team which could prove to be
a proverbial banana peel in
the final Super 4 clash of the
Asia Cup on Thursday.
The Indian team hasn't per-
formed to its full potential in
the Super 4 stage and lack of
resources and poor team
selection can also be blamed
for back-to-back demoralis-
ing defeats against Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. What ails the
current Indian team is lack of
flexibility in its planning and
perhaps a few fingers will be
pointed at head coach Rahul

Dravid. It seems that Dravid
is wary of taking a few hard
calls when it comes to team
selections as the team does
not seem to have a Plan B in
its armoury.
In this backdrop, an
Afghanistan team with some
top quality T20 players like
Rashid Khan, Mujeeb Zadran,
Mohammed Nabi, Hazratullah
Zazai and the exciting
Rahamanullah Gurbaz can
really set the cat amongst
pigeons.
This is a team that can chase
down a targets in the 170-
odd range with its power hit-
ters and can also restrict
opposition to manageable
totals with leader of the
attack Rashid intimidating
the opposition.

Asia Cup: Out of sorts India
face tricky Afghanistan

London, Sep 07 (AP):

Alex Hales' three-year
exile from international
cricket ended Wednesday
when he was selected by
England as the replace-
ment for the injured Jonny
Bairstow in its squad for
the Twenty20 World Cup.

Hales, a big-hitting open-
ing batter, was dropped
ahead of the 2019 Cricket
World Cup for what was de-
scribed by the England and
Wales Cricket Board as an
off-field incident that led to
a suspension. He reported-
ly twice tested positive for
recreational drugs.

That led to England's
white-ball captain at the
time, Eoin Morgan, deliver-
ing a scathing condemna-
tion of Hales' behavior, say-
ing he had shown a com-
plete disregard for team
values and couldn't be
trusted.

Hales' return signals a
change in policy by
England, which is now
under the captaincy of Jos
Buttler following the inter-
national retirement of
Morgan this year. Bairstow,

England's in-form batter
across all formats, had to
pull out of the World Cup
squad after injuring his leg
in what he described as a
freak accident while play-
ing golf last week.
Bairstow needs an opera-
tion and said he will be out
for the immediate future.

Hales has also been
added to England squad for
this month's seven-match
T20 series in Pakistan its
first tour of the country
since Australia.

England recalls Hales
for T20 World Cup

after 3-year absence

Kolkata, Sep 07 (PTI):

Viswanathan Anand
firmly believes that India
has enough talent to pro-
duce the next Chess
World Champion but not
before 2025 since there is
no "quicker pathway" and
the process to create one
will take that much time.

Anand began to groom
and mentor the next
batch of chess whizkids
at his Westbridge Anand
Chess Academy (WACA)
after COVID-19 induced
first lockdown in 2020.

Six of India's Gen-Next
talents -- Nihal Sarin, R
P r a g g n a n a n d h a a ,
Raunak Sadhwani, D

Gukesh and R Vaishali
and Arjun Erigiasi were
inducted -- when WACA
came into being in
December 2020.
P r a g g n a n a n d h a a ' s
(Praggu in chess fraterni-
ty) personal coach,
though, is RB Ramesh.

"If you want the formal
title it will be earliest in
2025. There is no quicker
pathway, which gives us
plenty of time to get
ready but there are a lot
of details in that," Anand
told PTI in a virtual inter-
action on Wednesday.

With Magnus Carlsen
refusing to defend his
title, the 2023 World
Championship will be be-
tween the top two finish-
ers of the Candidates and
it is from the next cycle
only, that the likes of
Gukesh and Praggu can
vie for the honours.

Anand's objective is not
contribute in an Indian
winning a world title but
to create a pool of players
to make India a "super-
power in chess".

We can have next Chess
World Champion from India
by 2025: Viswanthan Anand

Washington, Sep 07 (AP):

Rose Lavelle scored the
go-ahead goal and the U.S.
women's national team
won its 13th straight
match with a 2-1 victory
over Nigeria. The United
States also benefitted from
an own goal to extend the
team's unbeaten streak on
American soil to 71 games.

The teams first met on
Saturday in Kansas City,
Kansas, and the United
States came away with a 4-
0 victory. Nigeria was
missing six starters be-
cause of injuries and visa
issues.

The own goal gave the
United States an early lead
in the 24th minute, but
Nigeria equalized on
Uchenna Kanu's score
after the break.

It was the first goal that
the United States has
given up this year. The
goal also snapped a nine-
game shutout streak for
the Americans.

The United States pulled
back in front with

Lavelle's header off a cross
from Megan Rapinoe in
the 66th minute. It was
Lavelle's fourth goal of the
year. Rapinoe came in as a
second-half substitute and
was on the field for just 73
seconds before her key as-
sist.

"I will start first with
with Pinoe's first touch
and cross. I thought that
was world class. But I still
don't know how Rose man-
aged to get her head on the
ball. It was absolutely in-
credible," coach Vlatko
Andonovski said.

Both teams are prepar-
ing for the 2023 Women's
World Cup, co-hosted by
Australia and New
Zealand.

The United States quali-
fied for the World Cup at
the CONCACAF W
Championship in July.
The team won the tourna-
ment title to also secure a
berth in the 2024
Olympics.

The U.S. has won the last
two World Cups and has
four titles overall.

Lavelle’s goal gives the US women
a 2-1 victory over Nigeria

Rose Lavelle
#16 (L) and
Alex Morgan
#13 of the

United
States 

celebrate the
team's 

second goal
scored by
Lavelle at

Audi Field in
Washington,

DC.

London, Sep 07 (PTI):

Pacer Lauren Bell
earned her maiden call-up
as England named a 14-
member women's team for
the T20 International se-
ries against India, which
gets underway in Durham
on Saturday.

The 21-year-old Bell

comes into the squad in
place of the 37-year-old
Katherine Brunt, who has
been rested from the se-
ries. Brunt is England's
leading T20 wicket-taker.

England captain
Heather Knight is also
missing from the squad as
she continues her recov-
ery from last month's hip
surgery. Nat Sciver will
once again lead the side.

England Women head
coach Lisa Keightley, who
will be taking charge of
her last series before re-
turning home to Australia,
said: "I'm excited about fin-
ishing my time with this
team with a really exciting
series against India.
They're a great side and
we'll have to be at our best
to win.

"After discussions with
Katherine she felt the best
thing for her was to rest
across both the T20 and
ODI series. We fully sup-
port that decision with a
view to maximising her
mental and physical recov-
ery off the back of what
has been an intense year
so far.

England women name squad
for T20I series against India

Lauren Bell

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The government will soon
come out with guidelines for
social media influencers,
making it mandatory for
them to declare their associa-
tion with the product they en-
dorse, sources said. "The
Department of Consumer
Affairs is coming out with
guidelines on social media in-
fluencers. It is creating dos
and don'ts for them," an offi-
cial source said.

Sources said social media
influencers, who have large
followers on social media
platforms like Instagram, are
endorsing products after tak-
ing payments from the
brands. As per the proposed
guidelines, if social media in-

fluencers endorse any brand
after taking money , they will
have to declare their associa-
tion with that brand, sources
said. 

Social media influencers
will need to put disclaimers in
such endorsement posts,
they added.  The guidelines
might come within next 15
days. Meanwhile, the depart-
ment has completed the
process of developing a
framework to curb fake re-
views posted on e-commerce
websites. 

The same will be released
shortly. In May, the depart-
ment along with the
Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI) held a
virtual meeting with stake-
holders, including e-com-

merce entities, to discuss the
magnitude of fake reviews on
their platforms. 

Fake reviews mislead con-
sumers into buying online
products and services. The
department had then decided
it would develop these frame-
works after studying the
present mechanism being fol-
lowed by e-commerce enti-
ties in India and best prac-
tices available globally. 

Since e-commerce involves
a virtual shopping experience
without any opportunity to
physically view or examine
the product, consumers heav-
ily rely on reviews posted on
platforms to see the opinion
and experience of users who
have already purchased the
good or service.

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

In a different era, bail-
ing India out of trouble
across 22-yards was his
day job but as a Member
of Parliament,
Harbhajan Singh recent-
ly got an opportunity to
perform a bigger duty --
rescuing a distressed
Indian citizen, held cap-
tive in a foreign land.

One of India's greatest
bowlers, who was nomi-
nated by Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) to Rajya
Sabha, recently played a
very significant role
along with Indian
Embassy in Oman in res-
cuing 21-year-old
Bathinda girl Kamaljeet
Kaur, who was "illegally

held and manhandled by
her employers".

Her passport and sim
card was also confiscat-
ed. Asked about the inci-
dent, Harbhajan told PTI,
"This wouldn't have been
possible without the help
of Indian Embassy in
Oman and our
Ambassador Mr Amit
Narang. His contribution
has been invaluable."

"As far as my interven-
tion is concerned, this
Rajya Sabha seat is to help
people in need and a
daughter of our country
was in need. I just did my
job. It was very nice of
Indian Embassy to call me
up and inform that
Kamaljeet is back home in
Punjab, safe and secured."

Kamaljeet, who is now
back in her native place
Barkandi village in
Bathinda, and her father

Sikandar Singh, spoke to
PTI about their week-
long ordeal and how trav-
el and placement agents
in Punjab are bleeding
poor families financially
with a promise of a better
future. Kamaljeet was
supposed to join an
Indian family but was
moved to an office
straight from the airport.

"My father is daily

labourer and we are a fam-
ily of three. Being the eld-
est of three siblings, I
wanted to help my father
and I had approached a
local agent named Jagseer
Singh, who promised me
the job of a cook with a
hindi-speaking Indian
family in Oman," an emo-
tionally exhausted
Kamaljeet started narrat-
ing her harrowing story.

"It was towards end of
last month that I left for
Muscat. I was told that if
my service turns out to be
satisfactory, I will be em-
ployed either in
Singapore or Australia
where there is a big
Punjabi population.

"But the moment, I
touched down and left the
Muscat airport, I could
sense that there was some-
thing wrong when I saw
the chaperone who accom-

panied us," she said.
Kamaljeet was taken to

a place, Falaj Al Qabail by
the Omani agent named
'Arban' and when she was
asked to put up in a big of-
fice room, she understood
that she had been duped
by the agent.

"There were two ladies
Maryam and Seema who
were in charge of around
20 women, all Indians,
working over there. They
first took my passport and
sim card. No explanation
was given as to why.

"I was being forced to
wear a burqa and learn
Arabic language. It was
some office and not any
Indian family," she recol-
lected past week's horror.
However Kamaljeet mus-
tered courage and bought
a new sim card to get in
touch with her family and
narrated her nightmare.

Mumbai, Sep 07 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Wednesday rejected the
plea of Vidhie Mukerjea,
daughter of estranged cou-
ple Indrani Mukerjea and
Peter Mukerjea, both ac-
cused in the Sheena Bora
murder case, seeking per-
mission to reside with her
mother in Mumbai on her
return to India.

Vidhie has been living in
London for the past several
years. She is returning to
India on September 10, as
per her application filed on
August 30. Her plea was re-

jected by special judge S P
Naik Nimbalkar, presiding
over the Sheena Bora mur-
der case. Indrani
Mukerjea, the prime ac-
cused in the case, is cur-
rently out on bail. In her
plea filed through advocate
Ranjeet Sangle, Vidhie
claimed that she was de-
prived of her mother's
companionship as a minor
when Indrani Mukerjea
was arrested in 2015, in
connection with her
daughter Sheena Bora's
murder, and the separation
has affected her "emotion-
al well-being". The plea

further said that Indrani
Mukerjea is suffering from
irreversible cerebral is-
chemia, she is frail and re-
quires proper personal and
medical care, which
Vidhie would like to pro-
vide to the best of her abil-
ity and time. However, the
prosecution (Central
Bureau of Investigation)
on Wednesday opposed her
plea, saying Vidhie
Mukerjea is a prosecution
witness and has not been
examined until now.
Allowing her plea would
be a violation of condi-
tions imposed by the

Supreme Court while
granting bail to Indrani
Mukerjea, the CBI said.

The apex court while
granting bail to Indrani
Mukerjea had set certain
conditions, including that
she will not influence the
prosecution witness or
tamper with the evidence.

The petitioner (Indrani
Mukerjea) in any case
shall not meet or establish
contact with the witnesses
till the recording of evi-
dence is over. Finding mer-
its in the prosecution
reply, the special judge re-
jected Vidhie's plea.

MP Sanjay Raut seeks
bail from special court

Mumbai, Sep 07 (PTI): 

Shiv Sena Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Raut, arrested
last month in a money
laundering case linked to
a housing project in
Mumbai, on Wednesday
moved a bail application
before a special court
here. His bail plea is like-
ly to come up for hearing
before judge MG
Deshpande, presiding
over the special PMLA
court, on Thursday.

Raut, 60, was arrested
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in early
August under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
for his alleged role in fi-

nancial irregularities re-
lated to the redevelop-
ment of Patra 'Chawl' (old
row tenements) in subur-
ban Goregaon. The Shiv
Sena politician is current-
ly in jail under judicial
custody. The Rajya Sabha
member was found to be
alleged beneficiary of
more than Rs 2 crore of
the proceeds of crime, the
ED has claimed.

Further, the central
probe agency has claimed
documents seized during
its probe showed the pur-
chase of properties at
Alibaug, a coastal town in
neighbouring Raigad 
district, by Raut 
involved substantial cash 
transactions.

Cabinet approves Kochi Metro
Rail project’s 2nd phase

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the
second phase of the Kochi
Metro Rail project, which
will have 11 stations cover-
ing a length of over 11 km
and cost Rs 1,957 crore. In a
statement after the cabinet
meeting, the government
said preparatory work for
the second phase, including
road widening of the
Seaport Airport Road, are
progressing well.

The first phase in Kochi
from Aluva to Petta, cover-
ing a length of 25.6 Km with
22 stations at an estimated

completion cost of
Rs.5181.79 crore, is fully op-
erational. The second phase
from JLN Stadium to
Infopark will pass through
Kakkanad. The Kochi Metro
Phase 1A project of viaduct
of 1.80 km between Petta to
SN Junction with an ap-
proved cost of Rs 710.93
crore is being implemented
as a state sector project.
Kochi Metro Phase 1 B
Project of 1.20 km from SN
Junction to Thripunithura
Terminal is also under con-
struction as state sector
project. Kochi is Kerala's
most densely populated city
and is part of an extended
metropolitan region, which
is the largest urban agglom-
eration in the state.

Darogar Alga (Assam), Sep 07 (PTI): 

A day after the madrassa
he was studying in was de-
molished by villagers of
Darogar Alga char (sand
bar) in Goalpara district of
Assam, 10-year-old Abdul
Hamid and his classmates
stare at an uncertain fu-
ture. After completing his
primary education up to
Class 5 at the Darogar Alga
Majar Char Lower
Primary School, Hamid's
father got him admitted to
the local madrassa for
learning theology.

"Our madrassa was de-
molished yesterday. But
our teachers had run away
a few days ago after the po-
lice came looking for them
around 20 days back. Since
then, no class has taken
place," Hamid told PTI
here. The Assam Police on
Tuesday claimed that peo-
ple have demolished the
madrassa and a house ad-
jacent to it in protest

against the alleged use of
its premises for 'jihadi' ac-
tivities.

Hamid said all his class-
mates had left the semi-
nary for their homes after
two teachers, allegedly
Bangladeshis, disappeared
following the arrest of
some persons in connec-
tion with alleged jehadi'
links. Ismail Mohammed,
another student of the
madrassa, said he will
have to help his father in
farming if he cannot join
another institute some-
where else.

"My father cannot afford
to send me to a high school
for studies. I have only two
options -- either join anoth-
er madrassa or help my fa-
ther in farming," he added.
Hamid's father, Somesh
Ali, said all parents took
their children home after
the news of terror links
were alleged with the two
teachers of the madrassa.

"My son was very good at

studies. He even had made
a small machine boat using
batteries and small pieces
of tin during his school
days. I got him admitted in
the madrassa about four
months back," Ali said.
Asked why he admitted
Hamid to a religious
course instead of proper
general studies despite his
scientific knack, he said
that the village does not
have a high school and the
boy would have to travel a
lot for higher studies.

"Moreover, he will earn
something and will be able
to feed himself if one day
he becomes an Imam," the
father uttered. The
madrassa which was de-
molished had around 20
students. They were study-
ing theology by staying in
the compound which also
houses a mosque. The
mosque, however, was not
dismantled.

Asked why parents take
their children away from

general schools and admit
them to the madrassa,
Habibur Rahman, the only
teacher of the Darogar
Alga Majar Char Lower
Primary School, said there
may be more than one rea-
son for this. "A madrassa
offers food and lodging for
the students and that helps
poor parents. However, I
don't think it is the reason
here," he told PTI sitting
under a peepal tree on the
school compound.

The Muslim community
considers it to be holy if a
person's 'janaja' (funeral
prayer) is conducted by a
family member, especially
a son, Rahman said. "This
is one of the main reasons
among the less educated
Muslim families for send-
ing their children to
madrassa education in-
stead of general studies.
Two students from Class 1
and 3 were studying in the
madrassa after leaving my
school," he added.

PM to inaugurate Kartavya Path
today, unveil Netaji statue

New Delhi, Sep 07 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
Thursday inaugurate the
n e w l y - c h r i s t e n e d
Kartavya Path -- a stretch
from Rashtrapati Bhavan
to India Gate that will
have red granite walk-
ways with greenery all
around, refurbished
canals, state-wise food
stalls, new amenity blocks
and vending kiosks.

According to the govern-
ment, it symbolises a shift
from erstwhile Rajpath
being an icon of power to
Kartavya Path being an ex-
ample of public owner-
ship and empowerment.

Modi will also unveil a
statue of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose at India
Gate. These steps are in
line with the prime minis-

ter's second 'Panch Pran'
for New India in Amrit
Kaal: 'remove any trace of
colonial mindset', it said.

The CPWD has set up
five vending zones where
40 vendors each will be al-
lowed and two blocks near

the India Gate with eight
shops each. Some states
have shown their interest
to set up their food stalls.

The entire stretch has
been revamped under the
Modi government's ambi-
tious Central Vista rede-

velopment project.
In a statement, the

prime minister's office
said over the years,
Rajpath and adjoining
areas of the Central Vista
Avenue had been witness-
ing pressure of increasing
traffic of visitors, putting
stress on its infrastruc-
ture.

It lacked basic ameni-
ties like public toilets,
drinking water, street fur-
niture and adequate park-
ing space. Further, there
was inadequate signage,
poor maintenance of
water features and hap-
hazard parking.

Also, a need was felt to
organise the Republic Day
parade and other national
events in a less disruptive
manner with minimal re-
strictions on public move-
ment.
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Tribals perform Santhali dance during Karma festival celebrations at Premchand Nagar in Dhanbad, Wednesday.

KARMA FEST

Devotees at a Ganapati Visarjan procession in the backdrop of Taj Mahal, in Agra, Wednesday.

IMMERSION PROCESSION

Madrassa demolished, students
face uncertain future

View of the revamped Central Vista Avenue on the eve of
its launch by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

SHEENA BORA CASE

Court rejects Vidhie’s plea for 
nod to stay with mother Indrani

Guidelines for social
media influencers on anvil

Harbhajan helps in rescuing 21-year-old Bathinda girl

Declaration to be must for endorsing products


