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Maha soaks in Ganesh
Chaturthi festivities
Mumbai/ Pune, Aug 31 (PTI):
Devotees
welcomed
Lord
Ganesh
on
Wednesday in their homes
and pooja pandals with
fervour, marking the commencement of the ten-day
festival which is being celebrated without any
COVID-19 restrictions
after two years.
Excitement
reigned
with calls of "Ganpati
Bappa Morya" as people in
urban and rural areas and
noted personalities, including Bollywood celebrities, welcomed Lord
Ganesh
and
offered

Young devotees carry idols of Lord Ganesh during a procession on the first day
of ten-day long Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in Mumbai, Wednesday.

'modaks', a traditional
Maharashtrian delicacy as

RAIDS ON REALTY GROUPS

I-T dept detects Rs 250 cr
‘undisclosed’ income
New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
The income tax department
has found "undisclosed"
income of more than Rs 250
crore after it raided two
"prominent" real estate
groups based in Kolkata, West
Bengal, the CBDT said on
Wednesday.
The searches were launched
on August 18, it said. The
department gathered "evidences of out-of-books cash
transactions and on-money
receipts and several documents and electronic data indicate routing of unaccounted

money through shell companies". Documents found during
the operation indicate use of
unaccounted funds in land
acquisition, the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) alleged.
The CBDT, which frames policy
for the tax department, did not
identify the groups raided.
"The key persons (of the
groups) admitted use of shell
(bogus) companies for infusion
of unaccounted funds in the
form of share capital, share
premium and unsecured loans
through sale of bogus investments," the CBDT said in a
statement.

'prasad'.
thronged

Devotees
prominent

Ganesh pandals like the
Lalbaugcha Raja in southcentral Mumbai in large
numbers, standing in
queues for several hours.
Actor Kartik Aryan was
one of the film personalities to visit the Lalbaghcha
Raja on the first day of the
festival. Many big Ganpati
mandals had brought the
idols much before the festival began. Many pandals
designed
decorations
based on different themes
with a social message.
Devotees also thronged
the famous Siddhivinayak
temple in Prabhadevi in
central Mumbai.

Baghel kicks off Himachal poll campaign

̈ With 10 pledges

Shimla/New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday launched
the Congress's poll campaign
in
Himachal
Pradesh by releasing the
party's mini manifesto of
10 pledges including
restoration of the old pension scheme, free power,
mobile clinics and fixing
right price for fruits including apples.
Besides Baghel, the
party's senior poll observer for the state, Congress
observers for the elections
Sachin Pilot and Pratap
Singh Bajwa, state incharge Rajiv Shukla, co-incharge Sanjay Dutt, state
Congress
president
Pratibha Singh and senior

Govt to raise procurement
ceiling for tur, urad, masur

̈ Dispose of chana
to states at
discounted rate

New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
The Centre on Wednesday
raised the procurement ceiling for tur, urad and masur
under the PSS scheme and
also decided to dispose of 15
lakh tonne of chana procured under its two programmes to states at a discounted rate. The decision
in this regard was taken in
the meeting of the Cabinet

Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA), chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
Price
Support
Scheme (PSS), under the
Agriculture Ministry, is operationalised only when
prices of agri-produce fall
below the minimum support price (MSP).
On the other hand, Price
Stabilisation Fund (PSF),
which is under the Food
Ministry, commodities are
purchased at market prices.
"CCEA has approved enhancement of ceiling on the
quantity of procurement

under PSS from existing 25
per cent to 40 per cent in respect of tur, urad and
masur," an official statement
said. The CCEA also approved the disposal of
chana to states and Union
Territories at a discounted
rate to be utilised for various welfare schemes from
the stock procured under
PSS and PSF. The states will
be offered to lift 15 lakh
tonne of chana at a discount
of Rs 8 per kg over the issue
price of the sourcing state
on a first come first serve
basis, it said.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel, HP Congress
President Pratibha Singh and other leaders launch the party’s 10
Guarantees, during a press conference, Shimla, Wednesday.

state party leaders were
also present on the occasion. The Congress has
promised to restore Old
Pension scheme (OPS),
free electricity up to 300
units to every household,
Rs 1,500 per month to
women in the age group of
18 to 60 years, employment

Sonia Gandhi
bereaved
New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi's mother Paola
Maino passed away at her
home in Italy on Saturday
and her funeral took place
on Tuesday, the Congress
said here. The Congress
president had left on
August 23 to visit her ailing mother, who was in her
90s. "Smt. Sonia Gandhi's
mother, Mrs. Paola Maino
passed away at her home
in Italy on Saturday the
27th August 2022. The funeral took place yesterday,"
AICC general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said on
Twitter on Wednesday.

to 5 lakh youth, and right
to fix fruit prices to the
fruit cultivators, within 10
days of assuming power in
the state. Similarly, the
party has also promised to
set up a startup fund of Rs
680 crore for the youth,
mobile clinics for free
treatment in every village,
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four English medium
schools in assembly constituencies. It has also
promised to buy 10 litres of
milk every day from cow
and buffalo owners and
purchase cow dung at the
rate of Rs 2 per kg, in its
'Sankalp Patra'. Baghel
said, "Buying milk from
cow and buffalo breeders
will enable the cattle
breeder to get a fair price."
These promises of
Congress are being considered as the mini manifesto
of the party. Congress has
tried to touch the issues of
unemployment, farmers,
livestock farmers and
women.
Himachal Pradesh assembly elections are slated
later this year and the
Congress is seeking to
wrest back power from the
BJP in the hill state.

Court convicts
Himachal EMTA Power
Ltd, its three officials

New Delhi, Aug 31:
A Delhi court Wednesday
convicted Himachal EMTA
Power Ltd (HEPL), its two
directors, and another senior
official for criminal conspiracy to cheat the central government by misrepresenting
facts to acquire a coal block
in West Bengal in 2009.
Special Judge Sanjay Bansal
convicted the accused the
company Himachal EMTA
Power Ltd, its two directors
Ujjal Kumar Upadhaya and
Bikash Mukherjee, and its

CGM (Power) N C
Chakraborty - for criminal
conspiracy (120-B of the IPC)
and cheating (420 of the
IPC).
The court has fixed September
5 for the argument on the
quantum of sentence to be
awarded to the convicts, who
may get a maximum sevenyear jail term.
The court said that the prosecution proved that the information regarding the investment, land, and water tie-up
mentioned in the application
and feedback form was false.

Police conducts surprise checks
at hotels, lodges and dhabas

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: On
Wednesday, Police conducted surprise checks at
all the hotels, lodges and
dhabas of the twin-city. SP
Dr Abhishek Pallava conducted an inspection at
Hotel Ashish International
in Power House. He
checked the security
equipment, etc. He asked
the hotel staff to give a

demonstration of fire safety to tackle an emergency
situation in the hotel.
On the direction of
Superintendent of Police,
Dr Abhishek Pallav, all the
Gazetted Officers of the
district led by Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv conducted checks
at the hotels, lodges,
dhabas inns, dharamsalas,
OYO hotels, etc.

At
Hotel
Ashish
International, SP checked
the security equipment,
oversaw the visitor registers and collected information about the visitors to
the hotel. The lady receptionist of the hotel was
asked to operate the fire extinguisher. The lady successfully operated the extinguisher.
The police officers
checked whether the hotel

provides the guest list
daily to the concerned police station or not. They
were instructed to provide
information about the
presence of any suspicious
person to the concerned
police station in-charge.
Cops checked whether the
ID of all guests was being
taken and maintained.
They checked whether
CCTV is installed or not in
and around the hotel. The

hotels were asked to maintain CCTV recording for at
least one month. Cops
checked if the Police verification of hotel staff has
been done or not; whether
there is fire safety facility
or not.
They oversaw the blueprint and map of the construction of the hotel,
mock drill and exit plan in
case of arson and other accidents and whether there
is an alternative way for
rescue teams in any emergency.
Police checked whether
there is a parking facility
or not and traffic movement is not obstructed due
to vehicles of visitors.
They collected information about any incident, accident or criminal incident, assault etc which occurred in the hotel in the
past. They checked what
other activities are operated in the hotel, license documents, etc.

White tiger dies at Maitri bagh

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: White
Tiger "Kishan" died at
Maitri Bagh Zoo at the
age of nine-years on
Tuesday. Kishan was
born to Tiger Sundar and
Tigress Kamla at Maitri
Bagh Zoo in the year

2013.
The tiger was suffering
from Cancer and was
being treated by the
Veterinary Doctor of
Maitri Bagh as well as
Wild Life Specialist
Doctor
of
Anjora
Veterinary Hospital.
Even after all efforts,

Kishan succumbed to
cancer. In the presence of
Conservator of Forests,
Forest Department officials, DFO, SDO and
Government Doctors, the
autopsy of the tiger was
conducted after which
the mortal remains were
consigned to flames.

Inauguration of Pin bending Cops conduct meeting of Ganeshotsava organising committees
facility at Slag Yard-2 of MRD
Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: Slag pots
filled with slag are sent to
Slag Yard-2 of MRD from
Steel Melting Shop-2. Slag
pots are kept on tilting
cars. These slag pots are
tilted slowly to pour out
the slag in pits.
A locking pin is required which holds the
slag pot with the car and

prevents it from falling. A
new facility of making
these bent pins was created in Slag yard with inhouse resources. This
mainly consists of a coal
fired furnace to heat the
rods (pins). Heated rods
are bent to form the locking pin.
This facility was prepared in house by a mechanical team, under the

leadership
of
CGM
(MRD), Sushil Kumar. It
was inaugurated on
August 27, 2022 by CGM
Sushil Kumar. On this occasion, GM (Maintenance)
DK
Agrawal,
GM
(Operation) TN Sahu,
DSO Prashant Yadav,
union representatives PV
Rao, KK Pradhan and
workers from the MRD
team were present.

Bhilai, Aug 31: Police officers conducted meetings
with the office bearers of
the Ganeshotsava organising committees and gave
them necessary directions
regarding safety and other
arrangements.
Under the guidance of
Inspector General of
Police (Durg Range), Badri
Narayan Meena and direction of Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallav as well as leadership
of
Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Ananth Kumar, the
meetings were conducted
at all the police stations.
Meetings were held in
groups of three - three
committees at all the police
stations. The meetings of

BMC Commissioner inspects
city sanitation arrangements

Large and Medium Ganesh
Samitis were conducted in
the presence of the concerned CSP / SDOP, SDM,
Municipal Corporation officials and in-charge of the
police station.
Instruction was issued
to get all the members/volunteers of Ganesh Samiti
verified at the police station. They were directed to
strictly ensure that the volunteers should not have
prior criminal records.
Along with the complete
list of the members of the
committee, the name/address/mobile number of
volunteers was recorded
in the police station.
The security arrangements will be made in coordination between the police and the committee.
The members of the committee and volunteers will
wear badges and ID cards
compulsorily. Instruction

Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: A Shop
communication forum
was organised in SAILBhilai Steel Plant's SMS 2
department recently. PK
Mishra, GM (SMS 2) was
the Chief Guest on the occasion. Mishra in his address on productivity,
quality and Safety said
that we must follow safe
work
practices
and
achieve our targets.
Daily targets have been
developed through our
Annual Business Plan by
converting into monthly
and daily targets. He appreciated the efforts of
SMS 2 collective in creating various production
records. The SMS 2 collective is adept in converting

tions to the officials. The
Commissioner also inspected the nursery and
instructed the officers to
make preparations in the
nursery for the upcoming
plantation drive in the city.
It needs to be mentioned
here that on the instructions of Mayor Neeraj Pal,
the BMC officers are inspecting the city sanitation works every morning.

Wherever they find any
problem, the officers try to
solve them expeditiously.
The Commissioner inspected the market area as
well as the residential
areas. He instructed to remove the illegal posters.
Zone Health Officer Anil
Mishra,
Sanitation
Inspector Anjani Singh
and Vinod Gautam were
present.

challenges into opportunities. I have full faith that
you will achieve your
yearly target soon, he said.
Saurabh Jain, GM (SMS
2) stated that we must
fully adopt safe working
practices with our mind
and heart. Safety is of ut-

Ankit Yadav Wealth Manager wins Most
Prestigious ‘Asia Nobel Award’
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: Ankit
Yadav,
the
Wealth
Manager famous for his
economic
Predictions
again created buzz in the
D street by winning the
most prestigious "Asia
Nobel Award in Finance".
He has been awarded this
for introducing the concept of "Intrinsic Value"
First time in this world.
Here it needs a mention
that Ankit Yadav is outstanding Indian Investor
who is well known globally for his Economic & market Prediction. The stock

market fame residing in
Chhattisgarh is such popular that even American
Banks are fond of him.
Recently he predicted Rise
in Inflation & Crude which
went right makes him extremely wanted manager
in the Wall Street. He is
also researching on global
level to narrow the inequality gap which is raising worldwide.
Ankit won the prestigious Award as he developed the concept of
Intrinsic Value first time
in this world. With his formula one can find the true
value or fair value of any

business in this
world within a
few seconds.
While the formula is now restricted & yet to
launch globally.
For this creation
of
Intrinsic Value
Ankit won Asia
Nobel Award this year.
There is long list of
achievement of Ankit
Yadav just like his philosophy of long term investing. Ankit this year already won "Entrepreneur
of the year" In Finance.
Apart from this he won

" Y o u n g
A ch i eve r
Award "as well
a
s
"OutStanding
Achievement in
finance" this
year
from
Government of
India in New
Delhi.
Also,
Ankit is in the race of
world Forbes under 30 as
well which is expected to
announce in September.
With the Global launch
of Intrinsic value and successful prediction in the
stock market, the demand
for wealth manager has

order to ensure that the
traffic is not obstructed,
the committee members
were instructed to take responsibility by forming
separate teams.
If any crime related to
women/children occurs in
the
pandal
or
gambling/liquor/drug/co
mmunal nuisance takes
place in the pandal, then
the entire responsibility
will be of the committee
and the accountability will

Shop communication forum
organised in SMS 2

Bhilai, Aug 31: BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar inspected the
main market area of
Vaishali
Nagar,
Gol
Market and took stock of
the
city
sanitation
arrangements. He said
that cleanliness should be
maintained especially in
such market areas.
He said in the market
areas, the shopkeepers
should be advised to collect the garbage of the
shop at one place and give
it to the cleanliness workers. Gol Market is a major
market area in Vaishali
Nagar as citizens of nearby wards and localities
reach here for shopping.
A platform has also

been constructed for the
vendors in the market.
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar also inspected the cultural building
and took stock of the
arrangements.
Various events are organized in this building.
He oversaw the arrangement of cleanliness and
other basic facilities and
gave necessary instruc-

was also given to install
CCTV cameras in the pandals and also to keep the
recordings. They were also
asked to display the contact numbers of police stations and police officers at
the pandals at least two to
three places inside and
outside the pandal.
They were asked to
make proper lighting
arrangements around the
pandal even at the back
side of the pandals. In

also be fixed on the committee.
The tents and sound system people hired by the
committee were directed
to follow the guidelines of
the Supreme Court. After
the meeting, the team of
CSP/SDOP accompanied
by Municipal Corporation
and administration officials physically inspected
the pandals. DSP traffic
and police station incharge ensured that the
situation of road blockage
was not created.
All station in-charge patrolling and dial 112 vehicles of their police station
have also been instructed
to patrol during Ganesh
Chaturthi at crowded
places and around Ganesh
pandals. The Reserve
Inspectors will ensure that
the force is kept in reserve
/ stand by in the Police
Lines.

reached new sky heights.
Getting remunerate from
California United States
for his management work
& research at such a
young age now Ankit became one of India's
youngest millionaires.
The Global manager has
his cover photo in various
International magazines.
Several
Businesses
want his magical formula
at any cost & price. But
Ankit keep it only for
Indian Investors is highly
secured. Expert believes
once Ankit opens this for
companies, His wealth
may expand further & he

may
break
several
records. His true potential
unlocks
when
he
launched this product
globally.
The small town Ankit is
now setting a perfect example for youth & middle
class who want to do Big.
For achieving something
big, it's not necessary to
start with big. It's doesn't
matter where you are, who
you are if you have a
dream & passion you can
create big & winning Asia
Nobel Award is perfect
Example from Ankit
Yadav Wealth Manager
(USA).

most priority and we must
always remain alert. We
must adopt safe working
practices irrespective of
presence of Departmental
Safety officers, he added.
Deepak Gupta, GM
(SMS 2) said that SMS 2
plays a major role in pro-

duction of many departments of Bhilai Steel
Plant. We must be ready
for challenges in the future. You all are capable
and experienced and can
face challenges and
achieve targets, he said.
During the programme,
details
on
Annual
Business Plan, Safety,
Zero accidents, new
Circulars, perks, QR code,
UAN nomination, prevention from COVID 19,
Vaccination were discussed.
Employees of SMS 2 department, Kalidas Baghel,
ALWO from Personnel department,
Sandeep
Kumar Sahu, Narendra
Kurrey, Priyanka Raj
Gupta were present during the programme.
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Four J’khand ministers fly
back to Ranchi from Raipur


One more MLA
shifted to resort

Raipur, Aug 31: Four
ministers of the ruling
UPA
coalition
in
Jharkhand returned to
Ranchi on Wednesday
evening, a day after they
and 28 MLAs were shifted
to a resort near the
Chhattisgarh capital in
view of political developments in their home state.
One of the ministers
said they are going back to
Ranchi for a Cabinet meeting
scheduled
on
Thursday.
Earlier in the day,
Jharkhand
minister
Satyanand Bhokta and
MLA Pradeep Yadav flew
to Raipur in a chartered

plane, a local Congress
leader said.
While Bhokta accompanied four ministers namely Alamgir Alam, Banna
Gupta, Rameshwar Oraon,
and Badal Patralekh- who
were staying at the resorton the return flight, MLA
Yadav was shifted to
Mayfair Golf resort in
Nava Raipur where his
colleagues
from
Jharkhand
are
sequestered.
We (ministers) are going
back for a Cabinet meeting
scheduled on Thursday.
What the BJP has done in
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Goa, it wanted to replicate
it in Jharkhand. There are
reports that our CM has
been disqualified while

the Election Commission’s
decision is yet to be made
public. Although we are
not afraid as we have numbers,” Alamgir Alam told
reporters at Raipur airport.
The Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha-CongressRashtriya Janata Dal
coalition in Jharkhand on
Tuesday flew its 32 MLAs
to Raipur to prevent the
BJP’s alleged attempts to
poach its legislators and
shifted them to the luxurious resort in Nava Raipur.
Jharkhand
Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
did not accompany the
UPA MLAs to Raipur, but
some senior JMM leaders
are with them, sources
added.
The ruling UPA coali-

Ganesh ‘Chaturthi’ celebration
begins with religious fervour

Raipur, Aug 31: Ganesh
Chaturthi was celebrated with
religious fervour in Raipur on
Wednesday with devotees visiting temples and performing
‘puja’ at homes. With fears of
Covid-19 waning, the traditional
Chaturthi fervour is back in
Raipur as this year with a large
number of Vinakaya idols being
installed for worship in residential localities. The Ganesh idols

along with DJs were seen on the
busy streets causing traffic jams
in the city. This year large number of Ganesh idols were
installed at Sadar Bazar,
Gudhiyari, Tikrapara, Purani
Basti, Lakhe Nagar, Sundar
Nagar, Badaipara, Rathore
Chowk and Station Road.
Efforts of the authorities and
citizens to popularise clay idols
for worship during the 11-day

long festivities appeared to have
borne fruit with many devotees
preferring
clay
idols.
Commemorating the birth of the
Hindu God Ganesha- considered
to be the symbol of wisdom,
prosperity and good fortune, the
festival is marked with the
installation of Ganesha’s clay
murtis privately in homes and
publicly on elaborate pandals in
almost all parts of the country. In
Hindi mythology, Lord Ganesha
is considered to be a
Vighnaharta and Mangalmurti.
Celebrated with traditional fervour and gaiety, the birthday of
Lord Ganesh is much revered in
India’s cultural tradition as
Ganesh Ji is invoked at the beginning of every auspicious endeavour by the devout. The festival of
Ganesh Chaturthi, representing
country’s composite culture,
transcends the boundaries of
caste, creed, religion or region.

tion has 49 MLAs in the 81member
Jharkhand
Assembly.
Soren’s JMM believes
that the BJP may make a
serious attempt to poach
MLAs of the party and alliance partner Congress in
a bid to topple the coalition government.
Following a petition by
the BJP seeking Soren’s
disqualification from the
Assembly in an office of
profit case, the Election
Commission sent its decision to state Governor
Ramesh Bais on August 25.
Though the EC’s decision is not yet made public, there was a buzz that
the poll panel had recommended the chief minister’s disqualification as an
MLA.

CM to inaugurate
three new districts
on Sept 2, 3
Raipur, Aug 31: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will inaugurate
three newly formed districts on
Sept 2 and 3 and this include
Mohala- Manpur- Ambagarh
Chowki
and
SarangarhBhilaigarh
district
and
Khairagarh- Chuikhadan-Gandai
district. As per the scheduled
programme, CM will inaugurate
the newly formed 28th district of
‘Mohala- Manur - Ambagarh
Chowki’ on Spet 2 at 1:00 pm and
this programme will be chaired
by Food & Civil Supplies Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat. In the same
way on Sept 3, he will inaugurated the 30th district of
‘Sarangarh- Bhilaigarh’ at
Khelbhata Maidan of Sarangarh
at 11:00 am and it will be chaired
by Tribal Welfare Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam.
On Sept 3 he will inaugurate
the ‘Khairagarh- ChuikhadanGandai’ district at Fateh Singh
sports ground in Khairagarh at
1:00 pm and this will be chaired
by Food & Civil Supplies Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat.
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‘WELCOME TO GANPATI BAPPA’

Ganeshotsav Samiti were bringing large idols of Lord Ganesha for ten-day long
‘Ganeshotsav’ festival beginning here on Wednesday.

CM urges striking govt employees to resume work
Central Chronicle News
Raipur,
Aug
31:
Chhattisgarh
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday appealed
to the striking government employees and officers to return to work,
saying because of their
stir common people are
facing inconvenience.
Baghel said his government continues to be employee-friendly and was
committed to the welfare
of its staffers.
Sections of state government employees and
officers are on an indefinite strike since last week
to press for their demand
of 34 per cent dearness allowance (DA) and a hike
in house rent allowance
(HRA).
Due to the strike, peo-

ple are facing inconvenience and government
works related to common
citizens are getting affected. Therefore, Baghel has
made an appeal to all
protesting employees to
withdraw their agitation
and rejoin duty, said an
officer of the government’s public relations
department.
In his appeal, the CM
said the state government
was always committed to
the welfare of its employees and restoration of the
old pension scheme for
them was an example of
that commitment, he
said.
Considering the financial resources of the
state, the government has
taken certain decisions in
the interest of workers
and will keep taking such

steps in the future as
well, the officer said.
The state government
has come to know several
officials and workers taking part in the indefinite
strike are considering returning to work and adequate security will be
provided to them if they
rejoin duty, said the officer, adding an order in
this regard was issued by
the
General

UPA MLAs shifted to ‘protect them’ BJP MLAs uncomfortable with
the move of 75 new faces
from BJP’s poaching bid: Baghel
Sushil Agrawal
Central Chronicle News
Raipur,
Aug
31:
Chhattisgarh
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday said the
UPA coalition government
in Jharkhand shifted its
MLAs to Raipur to protect
them from being poached
in view of the BJP’s
“horse-trading” tactics.
He was talking to reporters on Wednesday
morning
at
Swami
Vivekananda Airport here
before
leaving
for
Himachal Pradesh where
he has been appointed as
senior observer by the
Congress for the coming
assembly polls.
“Alliance partners JMM
and
Congress
in
Jharkhand decided to
bring their MLAs to

Chhattisgarh to protect
them considering the way
the BJP has indulged in
horse-trading,” Baghel
said.
Recently three MLAs (of
Congress in Jharkhand)
were held in West Bengal
(with cash).
The
Election
Commission has sent
some letters to Jharkhand
Raj Bhavan and it has now
been a week, but that communiqu is yet to be
opened.
It indicates something is
cooking inside,” the
Congress leader further
said.
On BJP leader Raman
Singh’s accusation that
the Congress government
in Chhattisgarh had
turned the state into a
“den of immoral acts,”

Baghel asked why he did
not say anything when the
MLAs of other parties in
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Rajasthan were shifted (to
the states ruled by the
BJP).
“He should have spoken
at that time. Why is he
worried when we have
brought MLAs of our
party and alliance partner? Is he worried about
how they (BJP) would do
horse-trading now? He
should tell us about the
talk of Rs 50 crore in
Maharashtra and Rs 20
crore in Jharkhand (as the
price for defection),”
Baghel added.
Jharkhand
Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
has not come with the UPA
MLAs.

Raipur, Aug 31: After recent changes in the top leadership, the principal opposition Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has started search of
new faces to boost their
prospects
in
the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly polls scheduled to
be held next year.
While the Regional
General Secretary incharge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh Ajay Jamwal
has worked out on the strategy to pick 75 new faces in
the
90-member
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly polls, the sitting
as well as former Members
of Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) are getting uncomfortable with the thought.
Out of the sitting 14 MLAs,
the
three
including

Punnulal
Mohile,
Nankiram Kanwar and
Vidyaratan Bhasin are
among those who are above
70 years of age. With the
trend the BJP adopts in the
process of ticket distribution, it is highly unlikely
that these three sitting
MLAs may get another opportunity. Similarly half a
dozen other MLAs are also
in embarrassing situation
on the issue as several of
them too could not get another opportunity to contest
the polls. Meanwhile, several of the former MLAs who
had already started their
election preparations for
last few months, are reportedly taken aback with the
speculated move of party
think tank to prefer new
faces in the next Legislative
Assembly polls. While talking to this Correspondent,

one of the former MLA and
Minister, adopted silence
when the opinion on the
thought of 75 new faces was
asked recently at party office. Similarly, several other
former MLAs who are aspiring for another opportunity are not so enthusiastic
with the approach of the
party leadership to field
new faces on prevailing political and social scenario in
the next polls.
Political pundits too feel
that the saffron brigade
would go with drastic
changes while contesting
the
next
Legislative
Assembly polls, particularly, after success tasted in
last Parliamentary polls.
It is notable that the BJP
had lost the last Assembly
polls reportedly due to public ire against the same old
faces.

Festive seasion begins for automobile sector Heart blockage treatment made easy
Bookings for
by new techniques: Dr. Smit Srivastava
Navratri, Deepawali
along with Ganesh
Chaturthi starts
Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Aug 31: With the
beginning of Ganesh
Paksha, the festive season
started from Wednesday.
According to the traders,
in these 10 days, about 1200
bikes and 300 cars will be
sold in Raipur. Along with
Ganesh Chaturthi, booking
for
Navratri,
Deepawali has also started. Attractive offers are
also being given by the automobile companies to the
consumers for this. Also,
instant finance facility is
being made available.
Along with this, the facility of online booking and
online payment has also
been started by the companies. In view of the demand of the people,
traders have also started
planning for Dussehra-

Deepawali and the stocks
are being called. The booking of their favourite cars
by the consumers has been
started for the festive season so that the demand
and supply on the occasion
of
DussehraDeepawali does not affect
their booking. It is notable
that up to Rs 75 thousand
discounts are being given
by the automobile companies on their various passenger car models in the
festive season. This offer
includes exchange offers,
corporate discounts etc.

As soon as the festival
starts, people starts thinking of buying two wheelers and cars have also got
a setback as there has
been an increase in RTO
tax in the state. Under
this, now eight percent
tax will be levied on twowheelers and 10 percent
on cars. Due to this, two
wheelers have become expensive by Rs 1000 to 2000.
At the same time, the
prices of cars have increased by up to Rs. 10000.
Kailash Khemani, secretary
of
Raipur

Automobile
Dealers
Association (RADA), said
that the increase in RTO
tax has been started from
August 26 as a result the
problems of the traders
have also increased. Due
to the increase in the
prices of petrol and
diesel, there has been a
tremendous increase in
the demand for electric
vehicles these days.
According to the information received from the
traders, from January to
July this year, about 3800
electric
two-wheelers
have been sold in the
state. The sales of electric
two-wheelers in seven
months this year are
more than the sales of
electric two-wheelers in
the last year i.e. 2021 in a
year. In the year 2021,
about 3400 electric twowheelers were sold in a
year. Due to the increase
in the prices of petrol and
diesel, there has been a
tremendous hike in the
demand for electric two
wheelers in the state.



Latest techniques
effective in calcified
blockage of heart

Raipur, Aug 31: The
problem of blockage due
to plaque in the coronary
artery of the heart is one
of the most common
heart diseases. Every
year 10 to 25 percent of
patients die due to this
disease. In the treatment
of plaque made of cholesterol, fat or dead cells,
treatment was possible
only with bypass surgery,
but now with the help of
new techniques, they can

also be easily treated
through intervention angioplasty can be done.
Senior Interventional
Cardiologist Dr. Smit
Srivastava gave information about these new
techniques.
If the treatment of this
disease is ignored then
the blood flow in the
veins can be completely
blocked, which increases
the risk of heart attack
or heart failure. When
the blockage is less, it can
be cured with medicines
and regular lifestyle. But
due to the high blockage,
the patient needs angioplasty or bypass surgery.
Although angioplasty
can be used to repair
blockages without an incision, the procedure was
not possible with interventions in hard calcium
blockages. Now with new
technologies, its treatment has also become
very easy.

Administration
Department (GAD).
As per the order, if
protesting officials and
workers return to their
respective duties by
September
1
and
September 2, the strike
period will be approved
as leave and their payment will be released, the
officer said.
Earlier, the GAD had issued a directive to district
collectors and heads of
various departments,
asking them to take disciplinary action against the
striking employees as per
a circular of the department issued on April 10,
2006.
The circular states that
if employees go on mass
leave without prior approval or stage a strike,
salaries will not be

payable for the period of
their absence from office
and that period will be
treated as “break-in-service”.
State government employees and officers are
on an indefinite strike
since August 22. A federation representing them
had staged a five-day
strike from July 25 demanding a hike in DA
and HRA.
The state government
on August 16 had announced a 6 per cent hike
in the DA, taking the total
to 28 per cent.
Not satisfied with the
decision, state employees
and officials went on indefinite strike on August
22 seeking 34 per cent DA
and HRA as per the 7th
Pay Commission recommendations.

SOF declares Olympiad
exam dates for 2022-23
Raipur, Aug 31: Science
Olympiad Foundation, the
biggest organizer of Olympiad
exams for school students in
the world, has announced that
the Olympiad exams will be
conducted offline this year
from September 15th, 2022.
Students may register for SOF
Olympiad exams through their
schools and exams will be conducted in their respective
schools of students. Estimated
59,000 students from Raipur
appeared in SOF Olympiad
every year.
It will conduct Olympiad
exams in 7 subjects this year
which
includes
SOF
International
General
Knowledge Olympiad, SOF
International
English
Olympiad,
SOF
National
Science
Olympiad,
SOF
International
Mathematics
Olympiad, SOF National Cyber
Olympiad, SOF International
Social Studies Olympiad and
SOF International Commerce
Olympiad.
For the National Science
Olympiad SOF has collaborated with “Myclassroom”, which
caters to foundation programs
in Science and Maths for middle and senior school students
and helps them to secure
admission to academic institu-

tions of choice. It also prepares
students for JEE, NEET, CUET
and CAT.
SOF is conducting the
International
Commerce
Olympiad in collaboration with
The Institute of Company
Secretaries India (ICSI), The
ICSI functions under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, Government
of India and is the only recognised professional body in
India to develop and regulate
the profession of Company
Secretaries in India.
Mr. Mahabir Singh, the
founder and director of SOF
said, “SOF is partnering with
some leading organisations to
conduct offline exams. SOF
Olympiad exams are the
biggest Olympiad exams for
school students in the world.
During 2021-22, over 68,000
schools from 68 countries registered for the SOF exams and
millions of students appeared
in them. Awards, gifts, prizes,
medals and scholarships are
awarded to the winning
schools and students at class
level, state level and also at the
International
level.”
Registrations are open, schools
and students may send registrations 30 days before the
chosen date of each exam.

Pakhi and Ananya into final of
Under 18 Tennis tournament

Raipur, Aug 31: Pakhi
Bhatt from Chhattisgarh
has entered into final of
the Under 18 Talent Series
tournament being organized here defeating Prisha
Das from Odisha with the
score of 6-2,6-0 whereas
Ananya Dubey from
Chhattisgarh also registered victory against her
opponent Avantika to enter

into the final of the tournament.
In the boys category,
Emon Bhatt has entered
into semi-final defeating
Shubham Sarangi from
Odisha whereas Parth
Deukar from Maharashtra,
Praduman Singh and
Kamlesh Rath from Odisha
also won their matches to
advance into semis.

Agrawal Sabha Raipur election
to be held on Sep 11
Raipur, Aug 31: The election program of Agrawal
Sabha Raipur was declared on September 11,
2022. A general body meeting of Agarwal Sabha was
held in Agrasen Dham
Raipur in which election
officer Dr Rajesh Khemka
and assistant election officers Ramesh Chandra
Agrawal, Gopal Agrawal,
CA and assistant election
officer
Premchand
Agrawal was present. At
the beginning of the program, Vijay Agarwal,
General Secretary of
Agrawal Sabha, welcomed
everyone, handed over the
stage for the election
process to the Election
Officer.
Agrawal Sabha’s campaign
in-charge
Parmanand Jain informed
that the election officer Dr
Rajesh Khemka wanted to
know from the general
body whether they want
the election or the consensus, many members de-

manded the election and
others demanded the consensus on which the election officer took the decision.
Assistant Election
Officer Ramesh Chandra
Agrawal put the election
program in front of everyone. From August 29 to
August 31, 2022 the election form can be obtained
daily from 11:00 to 3:00 pm.
Enrollment form can be
submitted from 11:00 to
4:00 pm on August 30th

Event to mark the contribution
of tribal heroes at CU
Bilaspur,
Aug
31:
Preparations are going on
in full swing in Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya related
to a conference on the contribution of tribal heroes
in the freedom movement.
Many committees have
been formed in a meeting
held by the teachers and
students of the university
in this regard.
These committees will
conduct the whole event.
The inputs from tribal
students will be taken for
organizing this conference and a movie has also
been prepared on tribal
warriors. As a part of the
event, the film based on
the working style of the
Tribal Commission and

the biographies of the
tribal heroes will also be
shown.
Through this conference, information will be
given about the role of
tribal heroes and their
sacrifice. Under the Amrit
Mahotsav
of
Independence,
the
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes is organizing a program on
the contribution of tribal
heroes in the freedom
struggle, in association
with 125 universities
across the country. In this
series, a program related
to
the
National
Commission
for
Scheduled Tribes is to be
held in the university on
September 8, 2022.

and 31st.
Objection,
scrutiny, decision will be
done in the nomination
form from August 31, 2022
at 4:00 pm. The date of
withdrawal of Enrollment
Form will be September 1,
2022 time 11:00 to 4:00 pm.
The final list of remaining candidate will be published on September 1,
2022 at 4:00 pm. Polling
date is on September 11,
2022 from 10:00 am to 5:00
am will be at one place in
Agrasen Dham and Samta

OBITUARY

silver medalist in recently concluded Commonwealth Games
2022(Badminton - Mixed Team).
The event began with the
lighting of the lamp, a long held
tradition of the school . The cultural programmes that followed
like the inspirational songs and
dances filled everyones heart
with the spirit of joy and togetherness.The yoga performance
by the tiny tots was indeed a
treat to the eyes. Motivational
speech by our young and
dynamic
guest,
Aakarshi
Kashyap inspired the gathering
to be fit and to practice a
healthy lifestyle.
The students displayed formation of the words ‘FIT INDIA’
on the field to remind the audience about the objective of
being fit. The FIT India Mission
encourages schools to play the
role of a catalyst. This involves
teaching and practicing the art

With rituals performed by women near the ponds on occasion of ‘Teej’, the leftover including garlands, coconut
cover etc has been dumped in the pond itself and no action by the authorities.

Convention of Central Bank Employees Association concludes Ch’garh state shooting
Raipur, Aug 31: On
August 27, 2022, the joint
state-level convention of
Madhya Pradesh Central
Bank
Employees
Association and Central
Bank Officer Congress
concluded
at
Hotel
Solitaire,
Jaistamb
Chowk, Raipur in the chief
hospitality of Shailesh
Verma, Area Head of
Central Bank, Raipur
Region. After garlanding
and lighting the lamp on
the portrait of
Sir
Pochkhanwala ji, the
founder of the first
Swadeshi Bank, Shailesh
Verma informed with the
information about the welfare scheme of the bank’s
and said that the interest
rate of the Central Bank is
the most economical and
lowest. MPCBEA General

‘Meet the Champion’ organised by SAI at KPS

Raipur, Aug 31: National Sports
Day is celebrated every year on
August 29 to commemorate
hockey legend Major Dhyan
Chand’s birthday. One of India’s
greatest sportspersons was
born on August 29 in 1905.
Major Dhyan Chand led India to
three Olympic gold medals in
1928, 1932 and 1936.To mark
this day, the Government initiated event ‘Meet the Champion’
,one day sports event was held
at Krishna Public School, Dunda
on Aug 29.
The event was organized by
the Sports Authority of India
(SAI) Ms. Aakarshi Kashyap, an
Indian Badminton player, was
the Guest of Honour at this
event. She was a part of the
national team at the 2018 Asian
Games and was also a part of
the national women’s team that
won the gold medal at South
Asian Games in 2019. She is a

Colony, thus voting will be
held at two places. The
counting of votes will be
done from September 11,
2022 at 7 pm in Jawahar
Nagar, Raipur and all the
nomination work will be
done at Agrasen Bhawan,
Jawahar Nagar, Raipur.
After giving the election
program, views were invited from all the members
and the end of the meeting
was announced, about 800
members were present in
the general meeting.

WASTE IN THE PONDS

of taking care of one’s body
and mind .Schools have to be
the first formal institution
after a student’s home where
physical fitness is taught and
practised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s PAN India
video message was telecasted
for the students. This really
motivated each and everyone
who was the part of this event
to be fit and follow a healthy
balanced diet and to become
the pillars of the nation.
There were also friendly
matches
of
Karate,
Taekwondo ,Wrestling and
Basketball held on the field.
The Chief Guest in her speech
congratulated the school for
such a well organised function.
Executive Director Ashutosh
Tripathi and Principal Priyanka
Tripathi
appreciated
the
efforts of the students and
teachers for making every
aspect of the event a success.
They highly appreciated the
benign presence and support
rendered
by the Sports
Authority
of
India,
Rajnandgoan and Sports
Authority of India, Raipur. On
the whole it was a great event
which concluded amidst great
zeal, excitement and was
wholesome experience.

Secretary, Suresh Bani
said that OP Sharma,
General Secretary of
INBEF, who came from
Delhi, warned about the
dangers of privatisation of
banks, while AICBEC
General Secretary, IS
Putran, a Mumbai resident, urged the young
banker to be aware and or-

ganised.
General
Secretary of Chhattisgarh
Bank
Employees
Association,
Shirish
Nalgundwar advised to be
aware of depression in
family life due to increasing stress among bank employees under workload.
The function was addressed
by
T.K.

Investiture ceremony held
at Columbia Global School

Raipur, Aug 31: The 3rd
Investiture Ceremony was
organized at Columbia
Global School, during
which the School Student
Council was administered
the oath by the Chief Guest
Retd. Justice Mr. Anil
Shukla. The Secretary of
Jan Pragati Education
Society Mr. Harjeet Singh
Hura was the Guest of
Honour, along with the
School
Director
Mr.
Ravinder Singh Hura and
the Principal Mr. Ivan
Smith.
The event was inaugurated by the lighting of the
lamp followed by the welcome speech by Mr. Ivan
Smith, Principal of the
school. He shared his visionary ideas and the purpose of conducting the
school elections. He said
that the students are the fu-

ture leaders and they must
know the importance of
democracy. These elections
will instill the idea of leadership
among
them.
Students from grades 5 to
12 cast their votes to elect
the council. The entire election process began with the
filing of Nominations till
the declaration of results.
The elected School council consists of the Head Boy
Warish Hussain, Head Girl
Ridhima Tanwani, Deputy
Head Boy Chirantan
Satyam, Deputy Head Girl,
Shruti Saw, Sports Captain
Sakshi Verma, Deputy
Sports Captain Nilesh
Nirala, Cultural Captain
Afsana Khatun, Deputy
Cultural Captain Saumaya
Sahu, Campus Captain
Ayush
Agarwal
and
Deputy Campus Captain
Harsh Nakarani.

Venkatesh- Nagpur, J. S.
Rao- Mumbai, B.S. GillChandigarh, Mr. Santosh
Jain-Bhopal and Mr.
Nagesh Dande Nagpur in
their remarks gave their
unequivocal opinion on
the issues like unnecessary memo-chargesheet,
inter-state transfer, pension updation and five
days week. The contribution of Kamal Jain,
Randhir Kumar, Dilip
Maynil, Ganesh Mishra,
KS Ravi, Pradeep Verma,
Shyam Pushkar, Shankar
Lal Chhatri and Ms.
Diksha Dongre was commendable in making the
conference a success. The
entire convention was conceptualized, organized and
staged
by
MPCBEA
President, Niranjan Singh
Yadav.

competition from Sep 6
Central Chronicle News
Raipur,
Aug
31:
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Rifle Association has
started preparations for
the state level shooting
competition in an exercise to improve the talent of shooting in
Chhattisgarh. The one
week long competition
will start from 6th
September and will end
on 13th September. The
shooters who succeed
in this competition will
be able to participate in
East Zone and PreNational All India GV
Mavalankar Shooting
C o m p e t i t i o n .

Association general
secretary,
Rakesh
Gupta informed that
this competition will be
organised at Mana
Shooting Range in
Raipur, 4th Battalion of
Chhattisgarh Armed
Forces, in which talents
from all over the state
will participate. Apart
from rifle shooting of
50m, 25m and 10m,
there will also be pistol
competitions. The competition will be conducted in men’s and
women’s categories on
the basis of different
age groups as per the
norms
of
NRAI
Matchbook-2022.

Tata Starbucks opens its
first store in Raipur
Raipur, Aug 31: Tata Starbucks
Private Limited announced its
entry into Chhattisgarh with the
opening of its first store in
Raipur. With this entry,
Starbucks is now serving customers spanning over 30 cities
across the country. The new
store will offer customers
Starbucks’ signature beverages,
as well as food options, while
creating a welcoming Third Place
experience for all.
“This year marks Tata
Starbucks’ 10th year in India, and
we’re delighted to have expanded our presence in the country to
over 30 cities with 282 stores by
creating a culture of warmth and
belonging. Raipur is known for its
rich culture and vibrant heritage,
and we are delighted to bring our
authentic Starbucks experience
to Chhattisgarh.” said Sushant
Dash, CEO, Tata Starbucks Pvt.
Ltd. “By strengthening our presence in Central India, the new
market entry is aligned with our
long-term vision for Starbucks
growth in India.” Located at the
Currency Tower in one of
Raipur’s most prominent areas,
the natural and inviting atmos-

phere of the new stories inspired
by Starbucks’ iconic Siren and its
commitment to the coffee community. With the presence of
light green clay tiles, blonde
wood and black metal accents,
the ambience of the store is modern yet soothing. Honoring the
craftsmanship of local hammered metalwork and the geometry of the age-old Godna art
form, the store also adorns a
large custom artwork near the
entry, depicting the rolling landscape of a coffee farm. The new
store will offer Starbucks’ signature beverages and food options
including the all-time favourites
such as Java Chip Frappuccino,
Cafe Mocha, Signature Hot
Chocolate
and
Caramel

Macchiato. As an accompaniment to the array of coffee offerings, a range of delectable food
items such as the Egg White &
Chicken in Multigrain Croissant,
Dutch Truffle Gateau, Red Velvet
& Orange Cake, Chilli Cheese
Toast, Basil Tomato & Mozzarella
Cheese
Sandwich,
Butter
Croissant, Kakori Kebab Wrap
etc. can also be enjoyed by the
customers. Starbucks merchandise and free Wi-Fi is also available in the store. In addition, the
company will bring the My
Starbucks Rewards loyalty program to the city, which provides
members with rewards and personalized benefits as they make
Starbucks a part of their daily
lives.

Vishwabandhu Majumdar

‘Battling all odds, women in Parsa script tales of women’s empowerment’

Raipur:
Vishwabandhu
Majumdar,
R/o
Changorabhata,
Raipur,
breathed his last here on
Wednesday. He was 79. The
final rites were performed
at Marwari crematorium.
He was father of Meena
Majumdar and father of
Hema and Reena and grandfather of Nitin and Pankaj.

Surguja, Aug 31: ‘When you
empower a man, you empower an individual but when
you empower a woman, you
empower the whole family’.
That is the power of women’s
empowerment and that
makes it all the more important. The women of Parsa in
Chhattisgarh are a glowing
example of how enabling
women to get employment
improves not just their financial condition, but also enhances their ability to care
for their families.
Veena Devagan recently
appeared for her class 12
exams, but she is no 17-yearold. In fact, she is a mother of
two—18-year-old daughter

Kiran, who will appear for
her class 12 boards next year
and son, Babu, 15. This is not
a usual household but such
households, where females
are taking the lead, stepping
out of their comfort zones
and challenging the societal
diktats, are quite common in
Parsa in Chhattisgarh.
“I used to just be a stay-athome mother. I could not continue my education after
class 10 and since this is a
tribal area, I never could understand what kind of work I
can do. In the year 2012, I
used to sew at home, but then
thanks to the CSR activities
of the Adani Foundation, I
was taken on board as a

sewing trainer. All I ever
wanted was to feel useful and
work. This has now made us
realise that women can be
achievers too in the villages
and can be self-reliant. We
just decided to make the most
of out of the company’s sup-

port. It is because of them
that I could go back and finish my studies and I also
wish to study further in college,” Veena reveals.
Veena, just like many
other women in the villages,
has benefitted from Adani

Enterprises Limited’s CSR
activities in the 14 core and
peripheral villages of Parsa
East and Kanta Basan
(PKEB) coal block. In order
to engage the rural women in
income generation activities
and to promote women entrepreneurship, a registered
Women Cooperative Society
titled Mahila Udyami
Bahuddeshiy
Sahakari
Samiti (MUBSS) was started
in the year 2016 consisting of
250 members from the area.
Vedhmati Uikey, Vice
President of MUBSS, reveals
that initially it was difficult
to convince women to be a
part of this.
“People, particularly men,

used to talk ill about us. We
are not that educated, and we
were not aware about how to
go about it.
This was back in 2017. The
men were against this and
tried to stop us. But we didn’t
give up. We got MUBSS registered and since then we have
been working with the Adani
Foundation,” she says. The
initiative focuses on creating
a multidimensional impact
on the lives of the rural
women by mobilising them
into cooperative society and
enhancing their capability
and risk-taking capacity. The
ultimate goal is to improve
the social and economic status of the families of the

women associated with the
cooperative society by providing better education, better health and hygiene and
social cohesiveness and harmony.
“At the Adani Foundation,
we too believe in empowering
women, their families and
the entire community. The
women empowerment initiatives focus on providing rural
women opportunity to make
proper use of the choices, opportunities and spaces available to them,” a spokesperson from the Adani
Foundation shares.
This is just the beginning
and as they say— empowered
women empower women.
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Pay due respect to
National Flag after I-Day

Farmer fails to take crop in his own land
Due to construction of ‘badhan’ in pond near his farm land
Central Chronicle News
Dongargaon, Aug 31:
Due to carelessness on
part
of
the
Gram
Panchayat a farmer of
Gram Manipur is unable
to take crop in his farm.
Complaint in this regard
has been lodged with senior officers for last many
years, but so far no officer
has come to site to hear
the complaint or grievances of the farmer and
find amicable solution.
One farmer of Gram
Manikpur
dependent
upon Gram Panchayat
Dhangaon of Churiya
Janpad
viz.
Montu
Nishad, S/o Ramprasad,
caste Kenwat is unable to
take crop in his 0.317 hect
land. A complaint in this
regard has been lodged
with the Collector. In the
application submitted

about one & half months
back on July 15, the farmers cited his complaint to
the Collector saying that
in 2012 under MGNREGS

the RCC work is reduced.
On account of this the
farmer could not take a
single crop for last 10
years.
It is notable here that
this farmer is not having
any other source of earning livelihood and due to
which he is unable to provide food and shelter to his
family members. The
farmer even after having a
small piece of farm is
forced to work as labourer
in other's farm.
On the other hand,
while taking to Gram
Panchayat 'Sachiv' it was
informed that due to 'badhan' from BRGF funds, the
water gets filled into
farmer's farm and due to
which he is facing loss. For
this, farmer has given application to senior officer
and soon an alternative
will be found.

Central Chronicle News
Dongargaon, Aug 31:
Under the 'Ghar-Ghar
Tiranga' campaign, people
are displaying the national
flag in their house even
after Aug 15. Though as per
the National Flag Conduct
2022, any Indian citizen can
hoist the flag throughout
the year, but everyone has
to pay attention to its respect and honour.
This year in entire India,
people right from government institutions to houses have hoisted the national flag in the offices and in
their houses. But with
passing of time there is fall
in respect of the flag and
flags in the houses seems
to be hoisted in wrong
manner.
At the time of hoisting
of the national flag, there

Sports players felicitated by
Member CRPV Aayog

Construction
work limit hiked
to Rs 50 lakh
Gourela,
Pendra,
Marwahi, Aug 31: The
Panchayat
and
Rural
Development Department of
the state government has
fixed the limit of works being
executed by the Gram
Panchayat to Rs 50 lakh now.
Circular in this regard has
been sent to all the Collectors
and District and Janpad
Panchayats CEOs. In the circular it has been mentioned
that earlier instructions were
given to carry out implementation of construction work
through Gram Panchayat
upto Rs 20 lakh. But with
changes into list of departmental rates, there is hike in
the construction cost and
therefore the amount of
work
through
Gram
Panchayat for schemes of
Rural Development department be hiked to Rs 50 lakh.

pond construction work was
done in the village and in this
for overflow of
water, a permanent construction was done
and in this no
gate was constructed.
It was just
near this pond
that the farmer
is having land
and due to
height of the
permanent
construction in
the pond, water
always used to
get stored in
his farm. In
this regard the farmer
submitted application to
the Janpad Panchayat, but
till date no gate was constructed, nor the height of

p

By presenting them
with Sports shoes in
prog by RYMC

Central Chronicle News
Pandaria, Aug 31: On occasion of birth anniversary of renowned Hockey
Player and recipient of
Padma Visbhushan Major
Dhyanchand being observed as National Sports
Day, the sports players of
the block were felicitated
with sports shoes by the
Member
Chhattisgarh
Rajya Pichada Varg Aayog
Mahesh Chandravanshi in
a programme organised
jointly by Rajiv Yuwa
Mitan Club.

It is notable here that the
Sports Ministry of the
State Government has directed to hold programme
on National Sports Day
and as per instructions
RYMC oragnised 'Khel
Mahotsav'. In this series

Aayog's member Mahesh
Chandravanshi felicitated
the sports players from
Pandaria block at Sai
Sadan Mohgaon under
Pandaria VS area in the
Khel Mahotsav organised
by RYMC and distributed

sports shoes to all the
players.
This particular programme by RYMC is being
hailed by member of the
Ayog and state government as well. In this programme, Chandravanshi,
along with meber SC
Development Authority
Dinesh Kosaria, former
Block
President
Ramkumar
Thakur,
District
spokesman
Gautam Sharma, Janpad
member
Raju
Chandravanshi, Sarpanch
Dildar Khan, Dy. Sarpanch
Gajpati Chandravanshi,
Panch Sriman Durgesh
Chandravanshi, Naresh,
Nayan Karimati, Kanta
Raitapara, Dadu were
present.

Central Chronicle News
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Central Chronicle News

played between Kalam and
Newton House. Students
participated in all such activities with great enthusiasm. Sports and games
offer students a change
from the monotony of daily
life. They are also a useful
means of entertainment
and physical activity for
them. On this special day
district's
DSO(District

Dr Khan distributes
fruits and sweets at
old-age home

Central Chronicle News
Bilaspur, Aug 31: On the
occasion of his birthday
Congress
leader
Dr
Hamidullah Khan visited
Kalyan Kunj Old-age
Home at Police Line and
distributed fruits and
sweets amongst old-age
home inmates and took
their blessings. Dr Khan

Duo held

asked about their wellbeing and health. He asked
about their problems and
assured for a positive solution. On this occasion
along with Dr Khan his
wife Mrs Arsmeena Khan,
son Rafiq Abdullha Khan
and former principal of
Girl's Degree College
Sheela Tiwari were present.

Sports Officer) Awadh
Chandrakar was present as
chief guest.
He gave a motivational
speech in which he advised
everyone to participate in
the field of sports and also
told many benefits of doing
sports activities. J. S.
Hundal, Principal delivered
a speech focusing on the
benefits of different sports

and how the aspiring
youth's energy can be utilized in reconstructing a nation and its glory on the
International front.
He further highlighted
that Sports can develop
multiple qualities like
sense of togetherness, leadership, skills, stamina,
planning, patriotism and
teamwork.

Ganeshotsav begins
with pomp and devotion
Central Chronicle News
Birkoni, Aug 31: Like
every year in village
Birkoni, this year also
the preparations for
Ganeshotsav are going
on in full swing in different region of the city.
This year Ganesh pandals are being seen from
place to place and on
Wednesday 31st August,
the favorite day of Lord
Ganesha, father of
Mahadev, the giver of
Riddhi-Siddhi, will be
given a warn welcome.
Members of Ganesh
Utsav Samiti are en-

gaged in decorating the
Ganesh pandal and
many committee members are engaged in
cleaning the street and
decorating the court to
decorate the pandal.
There is a huge enthusiasm among the children
regarding
Ganesh
Chaturthi and youth organizations are also actively
participating.
Apart from being seated
in pandals, many people
are eager to celebrate
Chaturthi festival with
pomp by giving Lord
Ganpati a warm welcome in their home too.

Ambikapur, Aug 31: The failure
by a 12-year-old girl to cook
food on time enraged her
patents so much that they allegedly killed her and dumped
the body in a forest in Surguja
district, police said on Tuesday.
The couple, who filed a missing
complaint of their daughter
after committing the crime to
mislead police, has been arrested, they said.
The accused admitted to
have committed the crime in a
fit of rage after the girl failed to
cook food on time and give fodder to cattle at home, they said.
The murder took place in June
this year, but the accused, identified as Vishwanath Ekka and
his wife Dilsa Ekka, were arrested on Monday after their involvement in the offence surfaced, a police official here said.
On
June
28,
when
Vishwanath Ekka, a resident of
Khala Darima village, reached
home he found that his daughter had not cooked food and
also not given fodder to their
bullocks. Angry over it, he
thrashed his daughter with a
stick during which the girl fell

BRIEF

AAP MLAs hold dharna
outside CBI office

No FIR lodged
for disrespect to
national flag

was lot of enthusiasm
among the citizens on completion of 75 years of
Independence being celebrated as 'Azadi Ka Amrut
Mahotsav'.
During this flag was
hoisted in almost every
house, but the citizens now
have to understand that
the honour and respect
with which the people have
hoisted the flag, in the
same way it should be

taken down and folded
back and kept safety at
home.
While bringing down the
flag, it should not touch the
soil and it needs to be
saved from seasonal
changes or keeping it
drenched or from animals
or birds. It should not be
used to decorate in tables
or any other place and it is
even banned to be used as
cloth for wearing.

For respect of the National
flag guideline has been issued for
every Indian citizen, but the police does not seems to be serious
about it. About 15 days back, demand for action against the person using the flag in the rally by a
regional MLA on behalf of AAP
was made to the police and prior
to this the BJP party workers too
have submitted a memorandum
to Dongargaon police for filing of
FIR in this case. But till date for
FIR has been lodged and when
the case was forwarded to senior
officers, they just took it lightly.
Whereas in such sensitive case
related to national flag, the officers should have taken action
and filing FIR should have presented an example to others.

‘B’ level Ops conducted with
151st Battalion personnel
Central Chronicle News

Battalion, taking all
safety precautions,
distributed women's
dress,
women's
kurta, mosquito net,
lungi, chocolates
and biscuits to the
needy villagers.
The program was
highly appreciated
by the villagers. In
which the villagers
saw the human attitude of the force personnel. PK Singh
Commandant 151st
Battalion also informed about the
medical facilities
available in the Field
Hospital at Palmed
of the force and requested for free use
of medical facilities.

Konta, Aug 31: Under
the command of Singh
Commandant
151
Battalion, a 'B' Level Ops
(SCO) was conducted
with personnel of 204
COBRA
and
151
Battalion.
PK
Singh
Commandant
151st
Battalion discussed with
Jarapalli villagers their
problems and other developmental issues. Also
organized civic action
program for the villagers
in the presence of Arun
Kumar II in command
204 COBRA and other officers.
In which PK Singh
Commandant
151st

Parents kill minor daughter for
not cooking food on time

SXHS Bharni celebrate National Sports Day
Bilaspur, Aug 31: Sports
and games are an integral
part of our daily life and
have become a way of life
for a healthy and fit India.
Sports play a pivotal role in
the make up of a young athlete. National sports day is
celebrated on 29th of august every year.
It marks the birth anniversary of
Hockey
Legend, Major Dhyan
Chand who is regarded as
the greatest Hockey player
of all times. To mark the
significance of National
Sports Day St. Xavier's High
School organized several
activities to inculcate the
feeling of true sportsmanship among the Students
and to enhance their physical and social skills.
Apart from this a friendly football match was
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on the ground and her head hit
a stone resulting in her on the
spot death, he said, adding the
victim's mother was also at
home at the time of the incident
and has been booked for murder. Later, Vishwanath Ekka
and his wife dumped the body
in a nearby forest and lodged a
missing complaint of the girl at
the Darima police station the

next day following which police
launched a search for her, the
official said.
On August 26, the girl's father himself approached the police and told them his daughter's decomposed body was
lying in the Libra forest and that
he had identified her by clothes
and slippers, he said.
However, during interroga-

tion, Vishwanath Ekka and his
wife's lies were nailed and they
admitted to killing their daughter, the official said.
The duo was booked under
sections 302 (murder) and 201
(causing disappearance of evidence of offence,) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), he said,
adding further investigation
was underway.

An artisan gives final
touches to an idol of
Lord Ganesha for the
Ganesh Chaturthi celebrations, in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

Mishap
Katni: As many as 12
cows were killed and
three injured when a
speeding truck ran
over them on the
Jabalpur-Rewa bypass
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Katni district, police
said on Wednesday. The
incident took place
near Transport Nagar
area on Tuesday when
the cows were squatting on the road.

Manhandle
Thane: A station master was manhandled
by a mob of commuters on the VasaiDiva railway route in
Maharashtra as
MEMU trains were
running behind
schedule, the Railway
Police said on
Wednesday. Angry
commuters staged a
protest at Kaman
Road railway station
in the Palghar district
on Tuesday for over 90
minutes before charging at the station master. A quick intervention by the
Government Railway
Police (GRP) prevented the situation from
going out of control.

Stolen
Meerut: A one-day-old
baby has been allegedly
stolen from a government medical college
and hospital here, police said on Wednesday.
In a complaint, Neenu
said his wife Dolly gave
birth to their child on
Monday. A youth posing as an employee of
the LLRM Medical
College Hospital befriended them saying
he too has a patient admitted there. The next
day around 10:30 am
the youth told them
that their baby needs to
be vaccinated following
which Dolly handed
over the child to him,
Neenu told the police.

AAP MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj and others gather outside
CBI headquarters demanding a probe into the alleged
Operation Lotus of BJP to topple opposition-ruled state
governments, in New Delhi, Wednesday, Demand probe
into BJP’s alleged ‘Operation Lotus’

New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
A delegation of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) sat on a
dharna outside the CBI
headquarters here on
Wednesday after it went to
meet agency director
Subodh Kumar Jaiswal to
demand a probe into alleged
attempts to topple non-BJP
government but was not allowed entry. The AAP had

earlier in the day said it
would meet Jaiswal to demand a probe into the alleged attempts to unseat
non-BJP governments in
various states by the saffron
party by poaching legislators under ‘Operation
Lotus’. The 10-member delegation of AAP MLAs
reached the CBI headquarters to meet its director at 3
pm even though his office

had not given any response
to their request for the
meeting. “This proves that
the CBI functions at the behest of the BJP... I had also
requested an appointment
with the CBI director but I
am yet to get any response,”
AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh told reporters
after he joined the protest
outside the agency headquarters. Singh termed as
unfortunate the CBI’s refusal to allow AAP legislators to meet the agency director and lodge a complaint, saying even an ordinary police station receives
complaints from the people
when they reach there.
“But here, elected MLAs
of Delhi who want to lodge
a complaint against the
BJP’s Operation Lotus in
Delhi have been made to
stand outside the CBI headquarters for an hour,” he
charged.

Arrested
Ahmedabad: The
Gujarat Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS) has detained two men from
Kutch district for their
alleged involvement in
receiving and transporting 38 kg of heroin,
seized by the Punjab
police a few days back,
an official said on
Wednesday. Umar
Khamisa Jat and
Hamda Harun Jat were
nabbed from Lakkhi
village in Lakhpat taluka of the Kutch district
on Tuesday and
brought to the ATS
headquarters here for
questioning.

A double-decker bus parked at a city street before a trial run, ahead of Durga Puja festival in Kolkata, Wednesday.

King cobra hitches ride in
car for over 200 km

‘UP tops in number of convictions in
women-related crime, cybercrime’
Lucknow, Aug 31 (PTI):
The Uttar Pradesh government has claimed that
the state tops the list in the
number of convictions in
women-related crime, cybercrime and seizure of
firearms in 2021 as per the
latest National Crime
Record Bureau report.
Uttar Pradesh’s crime
rate in different categories
including murder, loot, dacoity, crime against
women, rape, crime
against children was less
compared to other states
and there was only one
riot incident in 2021, an official statement issued on
Tuesday night said.
Uttar Pradesh, the country’s most populous state,

NCRB REPORT
is at the 23rd place in
terms of the crime rate,
which is crime incidence
per lakh people. However,
Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s office termed
Uttar Pradesh as the
“safest state”.
The state got the success
due to the zero tolerance
policy of Adityanath
against crime and criminals, an official spokesperson said.
Uttar Pradesh is placed
at the 23rd spot among 28
states and eight Union territories as far as the crime
rate is concerned, the
statement said.
As per NCRB-2021 data,

the state is on the top
among other states in the
country in the number of
convictions in crimes related to women, cybercrime and seizure of
firearms, it said.
“The number of convictions in women-related
crime was 7,713 while it
was 292 in cyber crimes. A
total of 1,12,800 people
were convicted in crimes
related to IPC. Besides, the
number of convictions in
seizure of arms was 40,212
in 2021,” the statement
said.
The state is at the second place in the country in
arresting people accused
in various cases under the
Indian Penal Code, it said,
adding a total of 4,43,304

arrests were made in 2021.
Uttar Pradesh stands at
the fourth place in recovery of illegal property and
the police have recovered
such property worth Rs
129.4 crore, while it stands
at 16th place in recovery of
fake Indian currency
notes, the statement said.
Under the crime against
women in India, 4,28,278
cases under the IPC were
registered in the country
in 2021, whereas in UP the
number was 56,083, it said.
“The total number of
rapes was 31,677 in the
country while in UP this
number was 2,845. The
crime rate of the state is
2.6 in comparison to the
crime rate of 4.8 in the
country.

Kottayam (Kerala), Aug 31 (PTI):
A king cobra travelled
in a car for over 200 km
and lived in its engine bay
for a week before being finally rescued by wildlife
personnel in Kerala, according to the vehicle
owner.
The incident was reported from Arpookara here.
The forest officials rescued the 10-foot-long snake
from the compound of an
individual
here
on
Wednesday, and said they
would release it in a safe
place later.
The venomous reptile
was believed to have
crawled into the car of
Sujith, a resident of
Arpookara,
from

Malappuram when he
went there on August 2.
He said some local people had told him that the
snake was seen getting
into his car when it was
parked near a check-post
at Vazhikadavu there.
But, he could not find
the unwelcome guest, he
said.
A sense of anxiety
gripped him and his family as they came across a
snake skin (probably the
reptile moulted) that was
found hanging out of the
car on Sunday.
Again a thorough check
of the car was made, but
the creepy crawler was not
spotted.
Instead, it was found in
the compound of a house,

Patna, Aug 31 (PTI):

Jain devotees offer prayers on the occasion of ‘Samvatsari’, the last day of
‘Paryushan’ festival, in Ahmedabad, Wednesday.

‘Chintan Shivir’ to
improve functioning
of AIIMS from today
New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
In a first, a two-day
‘Chintan Shivir’ (brainstorming session) aimed
at improving the functioning of All India Institutes
of
Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) across the country will begin on Thursday
here, official sources said
on Wednesday.
The experts and stakeholders will hold deliberations aimed at developing
institutional practices and
mechanisms to make facilities available at ease to
the patients, they said.
As part of the ‘Vision:
AIIMS @2030’, all individual AIIMS will strive to be
centres of excellence
(CoE) in identified speciality, super-speciality, teaching, learning, research
and patient care, the
sources said. The Chintan

Shivir will be attended by
all directors and other experts and doctors from
various AIIMS and other
central medical colleges,
they
Besides AIIMS Delhi,
six new AIIMS — Bihar
(Patna),
Chhattisgarh
(Raipur), Madhya Pradesh
(Bhopal),
Odisha
(Bhubaneswar), Rajasthan
(Jodhpur)
and
Uttarakhand (Rishikesh)
— were approved in phase
1 of the Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya
Suraksha
Yojana (PMSSY) and are
fully functional.
Out of the 16 AIIMS established between 2015
and 2022, MBBS classes
and outpatient department services have been
started in 10 institutes,
while only MBBS classes
have been started in another two.

500 km away from his
house this morning.
As the neighbours were
also aware about the doubt
shared by Sujith about the
suspected presence of the
snake in his car, they informed him soon, who in
turn alerted the wildlife
personnel.
The presence of the
snake in a place where
king cobras are not normally seen caused curiosity and concern among
local residents.
The forest officials also
said it may have reached
here safely under the vehicle.
It was shifted to the forest office later and would
be released in a safe place,
they added.

Nitish shares stage with KCR, lashes out at Modi govt

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Resign
Srinagar: Former PCC
president Peerzada
Mohammad Sayeed on
Wednesday resigned
from Congress and
pledged support to veteran leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad, who is likely to float his political
party in Jammu and
Kashmir. There has
been an exodus from
the Jammu and
Kashmir unit of the
Congress since Azad
quit the party on
Friday, with 64 more
leaders including a former deputy chief minister resigning on
Tuesday.

READY FOR TRIAL RUN

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar Wednesday
lashed
out
at
the
Narendra Modi government in the Centre and
criticised its excessive
prachaar-prasaar (publicity) besides its alleged lack
of sensitivity towards the
needs of the states.
Addressing a function
here
alongside
K
Chandrasekhar Rao, his
Telangana counterpart,
Kumar took a veiled dig at
BJP which has undertaken an aggressive campaign to expand its base in
the southern state.
Your adversaries speak
a lot against you. Little do
they realize what stuff
you are made of. You were
the one whose singleminded struggle led to the

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar with Telangana counterpart K
Chandrashekar Rao during a meeting in Patna,
Wednesday.
creation of Telangana.
The people will never
desert you , Kumar, the de
facto leader of the JD(U),
said.
His teaming with ‘KCR’,

INHUMAN TORTURE

‘Tribal help has scars all over
body, teeth missing’
Ranchi, Aug 31 (PTI):
A tale of inhuman torture has unfolded since
Sunita, a 29-year-old help
who was allegedly held
captive at now-suspended
BJP leader Seema Patra’s
residence in Ranchi, was
rescued by the police, an
officer here said.
Patra, wife of a retired
IAS officer, was arrested
earlier in the day.
The accused leader, who
had been evading arrest
since a complaint was
lodged in the case by her
son’s friend, was apprehended from her posh
Ashok Nagar locality residence in Ranchi when she
had gone there to collect
some of her belongings,
the police officer said.
According to Argora
Police Station in-charge
Vinod Kumar, Sunita was

recovered in an “indescribable condition” on
the night of August 22.
“She had severe wounds
and burn marks all over
her body, as examined by a
woman officer. She looked
highly malnourished,”
Kumar told PTI.
Kumar also said that the
29-year-old help, in her
statement, claimed that
she was “held captive for
eight years”.
A video of Sunita narrating her ordeal had gone
viral on social media, following which clamour for
Patra’s arrest had grown
louder across the state and
elsewhere. Patra was subsequently suspended.
“She is in a state of trauma. Sunita claimed that
she was made to lick her
urine Many of her teeth
are missing. She was allegedly hit with iron

rods,” another police officer said, adding that the
29-year-old is undergoing
treatment at Rajendra
Institute of
Medical
Sciences (RIMS).
Vivek Basky, a friend of
Patra’s son, had approached the police to inform them about Sunita,
following which the police
lodged an FIR under various provisions of the
SC/ST Act and IPC, and
conducted a raid at the
Ashok Nagar residence.
The victim’s statement
was recorded before a
magistrate on Tuesday.
Patra, following her arrest, claimed that she was
innocent and “being
framed” in the case.
Meanwhile, a team from
the National Commission
for Women met Sunita at
RIMS to take a note of her
present condition.

as Rao is popularly called,
is being seen as an important step in the direction
of achieving opposition
unity.
Kumar’s speech was

preceded by KCR giving
cheques of Rs 10 lakh each
to five soldiers from the
state who were killed in
the stand-off with Chinese
troops in Galwan valley of
Ladakh in 2020.
The Telangana CM, who
heads Telangana Rastra
Samiti, also gave away
cheques of Rs five lakh
each to family members of
12 migrant labourers from
Bihar who died in a fire in
Hyderabad in March.
Your gesture of paying
ex-gratia to the dead soldiers is exemplary. They
did not die in your state
but in a far-off place. It is
truly magnanimous, said
Kumar, who recently
dumped BJP, joined the
m u l t i - p a r t y
‘Mahagathbandhan’ and
formed a new government.

Man takes pregnant wife to
govt hospital on push-cart
only to find staff absent
Damoh (MP), Aug 31 (PTI):
Authorities have started
an inquiry after a video
showing the husband of a
pregnant woman carrying
her to hospital on a pushcart for want of ambulance emerged from
Madhya Pradesh’s Damoh
district.
When Kailash Ahirwal
and his wife reached the
local
government-run
Arogya Kendra after the
one-km journey, there was
no doctor or nurse there,
he alleged.
The incident took place
at Raneh village, 60 km
from the Damoh district
headquarters on Tuesday,
and a video of Ahirwal
taking his wife on a pushcart became viral on social
media. R P Kori, block
medical officer at Hatta,
said he had come across

the video and an inquiry
will be conducted. Notices
will be issued to the concerned employees as to
why an ambulance was
not provided to ferry the
pregnant woman to hospital, he said. Ahirwal said
that after his wife began to
have labour pains on
Tuesday, he called the 108
government ambulance
service but no ambulance
came for two hours.
He then put her on a
push-cart and took her to
the local Arogya Kendra
where no nurse or doctor
was available, he claimed.
Later she was shifted to
Hatta by a government
ambulance, but after not
getting proper treatment
there, she was shifted to
the Damoh district hospital where she was now
under medical supervision, he added.
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Taiwan forces fire at drones
flying over island near China
Taipei, Aug 31 (AP):
Taiwan’s military on
Wednesday said it fired
warning shots at drones
from China flying over its
outposts just off the
Chinese coastline, underscoring heightened tensions and the self-ruled island’s resolve to respond
to new provocations.
Taiwan’s forces said in a
statement that troops took
the action on Tuesday
after drones were found
hovering over the Kinmen
island group.
The
statement
on
Wednesday referred to the
unmanned aerial vehicles
as being of civilian use”,
but gave no other details.
It said the drones returned to the nearby
Chinese city of Xiamen
after the shots were fired.
Taiwan previously fired
only flares as warnings.
The incident comes
amid heightened tensions

after China fired missiles
into the sea and sent
planes and ships across
the dividing line in the
Taiwan Strait earlier this
month.
It followed angry rhetoric from Beijing over a trip
to Taiwan by House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the
highest-ranking US dignitary to visit the island in
25 years.
China claims Taiwan as
its own territory and its
recent actions have been
viewed as a rehearsal of a
possible blockade or invasion.
China’s drills brought
strong condemnation from
Taiwan’s chief ally, the US,
along with fellow regional
democracies such as
Australia and Japan.
Some of China’s missiles
early in August fell into
nearby Japan’s exclusive
economic zone.
Taiwan maintains control over a range of islands

in the Kinmen and Matsu
groups in the Taiwan
Strait, a relic of the effort
by Chiang Kai-shek’s
Nationalists to maintain a
foothold on the mainland
after being driven out by
Mao
Zedong’s
Communists amid civil
war in 1949.
Taiwan’s
Defence
Ministry said China’s actions failed to intimidate
the island’s 23 million people, saying they had only
hardened support for the
armed forces and the status quo of de-facto independence.
Officials said anti-drone
defences were being
strengthened, part of a
12.9 per cent increase in
the Defence Ministry’s annual budget next year. The
government is planning to
spend an additional 47.5
billion New Taiwan dollars (USD 1.6 billion), for a
total of 415.1 billion NTD
(USD 13.8 billion) for the

UN chief Guterres to travel to
flood-hit Pakistan next week
New York/Islamabad, Aug 31 (PTI):
UN
chief
Antonio
Guterres will travel to
flood-hit Pakistan next
week for a solidarity visit
and also to see how the UN
is working to support the
government’s efforts to provide assistance to millions
of people impacted by the
unprecedented floods.
The visit was announced
after
cash-strapped
Pakistan government on
Tuesday teamed up with
the United Nations and issued a flash appeal for USD
160 million to deal with the
disaster that has displaced
over 33 million people in
the country that has become the “ground zero” of
global warming.
The country-wide death
toll touched 1,162 on
Wednesday, with 3,554 injured and over 33 million
displaced, according to the
data released by the

National
Disaster
Management Authority
(NMDA), the chief national
body tasked to deal with
calamities.
In a statement, the UN
said on Tuesday that
Secretary-General
Guterres will travel to
Pakistan for a solidarity
visit given the tragic situation facing millions of
men, women and children
impacted by historic floods.
The Secretary-General is
expected to arrive in
Islamabad on September 9
and will then travel to the
areas most impacted by the
unprecedented climate ca-

tastrophe.
Guterres will meet with
displaced families and will
also witness how the UN is
working, in collaboration
with its humanitarian
partners, to support the
government’s relief efforts
and provide assistance to
millions of people.
He is expected back in
New York on September 11.
Pakistan’s
Foreign
Affairs
Spokesperson
Asim Iftikhar Ahmad welcomed the UN chief ’s visit,
and said: it will contribute
in a big way to our collective effort to highlight the
impact of this disaster .
“His visit will further
mobilise international assistance,”
he
added.
Earlier, in a video message
on Tuesday on the flash appeal in support of the
Pakistan Flood Response
Plan, Guterres said the
country is awash in suffering.”

year.
The US is also reportedly preparing to approve a
USD 1.1 billion defence
package for Taiwan that
would include anti-ship
and air-to-air missiles to
be used to repel potential
Chinese invasion attempt.
Following the Chinese
drills, the US sailed two
warships through the
Taiwan Strait, which
China has sought to designate as its sovereign waters. Foreign delegations
from the US, Japan and
European nations have
continued to arrive to lend
Taipei diplomatic and economic support.
Arizona Gov. Doug
Ducey is currently visiting Taiwan to discuss production of semiconductors, the critical chips that
are used in everyday electronics and have become a
battleground in the technology competition between the US and China.

C E N T R A L

Chronicle
The good, bad and ugly of
the Rupee hitting an all-time
low against the Dollar
ndian National Rupee (INR) has not been in
Ihas been
news for the right reasons so far this year. It
dragged down by the perfect storm of in-

Malaysian school-based Government-owned youth organization KRS hold national flags parade during the 65th
National Day celebrations at Independence Square in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Wednesday, Aug. 31. The Federation
of Malaya gained its independence from Britain on Aug. 31, in 1957.

Japan’s Defense Ministry
made an opaque budget request for the coming year
on Wednesday without specifying the costs of missiles
for pre-emptive strikes and
dozens of other arms, as
well as its development
plans, as the government
aims to drastically raise
Japan’s arms capability.
The ministry said it can
disclose details only after
the
government
in
December adopts a new national security strategy and
defense guidelines, which
are being revised to fundamentally reinforce Japan’s
military capability over the
next five years.
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida promised the military reinforcement to
President Joe Biden during
his visit to Japan in May as
the two countries strengthen their security alliance

amid China’s increasing
military activity in the region.
Japan has been also expanding its military cooperation with friendly nations
in the Asia-Pacific region
and Europe.
Only a partial sum of 5.6
trillion yen (USD 40.4 billion) was disclosed for 2023,
but the ministry’s budget
plan could rise to around 6.5
trillion yen (USD 47 billion),
up 20 per cent from this
year, Japanese media said.
Japan caps annual defense spending at 1 per cent
of its GDP, but Kishida’s
governing party proposes
doubling it in coming years,
citing NATO’s standard of 2
per cent of GDP.
That means Japan’s annual defense spending
would rise to about 10 trillion yen (USD 72 billion), becoming the world’s thirdlargest after the United
States and China.

12 members of SLPP join opposition
in Sri Lankan Parliament
Colombo, Aug 31 (PTI):
A group of 12 members of parliament from
the ruling Sri Lanka
Podujana
Peramuna
(SLPP) coalition, including former minister GL
Peiris who had broken
from the party in April,
on Wednesday officially
joined the opposition,
saying the ruling coalition had lost its social
contract with the people.
The move came a day
after
Sri
Lankan
President
Ranil
Wickremesinghe
appealed to all political parties to join an all-party
government to tackle the
island nation’s worstever economic crisis and
prevent
“strong
economies” from using it
as a “tool of interference.

Apart from Peiris, the
group of 12 leaders of
the SLPP who crossed
over to the opposition includes
Dullas
Alahapperuma, Dilan
Perera and Nalaka
Godahewa among the
rest others.
The move by the 12
SLPP lawmakers will
have no impact on the
stability of the government led by President
Wickremesinghe.
Alahapperuma had unsuccessfully contested
the parliamentary vote
against Wickremesinghe
in mid-July to elect a stop
gap president for the resigned
Gotabaya
Rajapaksa.
Announcing the cross
over, Peiris said that the
ruling coalition had lost
its social contract with

the people.
He alleged that all aspirations of SLPP supporters have been destroyed
and if people want an
election it must be held
to uphold democracy.
The group of 12 leaders in April had demanded the resignation of the
then prime minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa to
form an all-party interim
government
under
Gotabaya Rajapaksa.
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in
mid-July succumbed to
raging public protests
calling for his resignation for his mishandling
of the economic crisis.
He fled the country to the
Maldives
and
then
reached Singapore. From
Singapore, he flew to
Thailand where he can
stay for 90 days.

US has concerns about any country EAM Jaishankar arrives in UAE on three-day visit
exercising with Russia: White House
Dubai, Aug 31 (PTI):

Washington, Aug 31 (PTI):
The United States has
concerns about any country conducting military
exercises with Russia
which has waged an “unprovoked and brutal” war
against Ukraine, the
White House has said after
Moscow announced the
Vostok 2022 drills will involve more than 50,000
troops from China, India
and several other countries.
Russia said that the
Vostok 2022 military exercises will be held from
September 1 to 7 in different locations in the Far
East and the Sea of Japan
and involve more than
50,000 troops from China,
India and several other

countries.
The exercises will allow
the armies of the participating countries to “practice defensive and offensive operations” at seven
training grounds of the
Eastern Military District
and in maritime and
coastal areas of the Sea of
Okhotsk and the Sea of
Japan,
the
Russian
Defence Ministry was
quoted as saying by the
state-owned TASS news
agency in a statement.
“The strategic maneuvers will bring together
over 50,000 troops and
more than 5,000 items of
armaments and military
hardware, in particular,
140 aircraft, 60 combat
ships, gunboats and support vessels,” it said,

adding that it will engage
troops from China, India,
Laos,
Mongolia,
Nicaragua, Syria and several ex-Soviet nations.
In Washington, White
House Press Secretary
Karen Jean-Pierre, while
responding to questions
on the military exercises
hosted by Russia, said the
US has voiced its concerns.
“The United States has
concerns about any country exercising with
Russia while Russia
wages an unprovoked,
brutal
war
against
Ukraine. But, of course,
every participating country will make its own decisions. And I’ll leave it at
that,” she told reporters
aboard Air Force One on
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Tuesday.
When she was specifically asked why “not put
any pressure on India”,
Jean-Pierre said, “My
first sentence there is saying that we have concerns
over any country exercising with Russia while
Russia is waging this unprovoked war.”
When the reporter further asked if the US
planned to take any action or do anything about
it, the press secretary
said, “I don’t have anything else to share.”
“But we have — we
have been pretty public —
I’ve been asked this question with other countries
as well, and we’ve been
pretty consistent in our
statements,” she said.

Abdullah during the 14th
India-UAE
Joint
Commission Meeting (JCM)
and
third
India-UAE
Strategic Dialogue.
On Monday, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
said that these meetings
will provide an opportunity
to both the ministers to review the entire spectrum of
comprehensive strategic
partnership between India
and UAE and regional and
global developments.
During
the
visit,
Jaishankar will also meet

other dignitaries of the
UAE. There has been a regular exchange of high-level
interaction between India
and the UAE this year.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited Abu Dhabi on
June 28 and met UAE’s
newly-appointed President
and Ruler of Abu Dhabi
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan and the two leaders reaffirmed their commitment to further deepen
and diversify the bilateral
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. Earlier, both

leaders had also held a virtual summit on February 18
during which India-UAE
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) was signed and a vision statement was adopted.
Both leaders also participated in the I2U2 summit
held virtually on July 14. US
President Joe Biden and
Israeli Prime Minister Yair
Lapid also attended the
summit. The new grouping
is known as ‘I2U2’ with ‘I’
standing for India and
Israel and ‘U’ for the US and
UAE. “Both India and UAE
are committed to moving
forward in their partnership in diverse areas, including trade, investment,
conventional and renewable
energy, food security, health,
skill development, education, culture, defence, space,
consular issues and peopleto-people ties,” the MEA
said in a statement.

Solomon Islands ask navies not to send warships
Canberra, Aug 31 (AP):

People walk on a damaged road next to floodwaters, in Bahrain, Pakistan. Disaster
officials say nearly a half million people in Pakistan are crowded into camps after losing their homes in widespread flooding caused by unprecedented monsoon rains in
recent weeks.

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar arrived here
on Wednesday on a threeday visit to the United Arab
Emirates during which he
would hold talks with his
counterpart from the Gulf
nation Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed and review the comprehensive strategic partnership between the two
countries.
“EAM @DrSJaishankar
arrives in the UAE!
Received by HE Abdulla
Mohammed Al Balooki,
Asst.
Undersecretary
@MoFAICUAE, at Dubai,
along with Amb @sunjaysudhir & Dr. Aman Puri
@cgidubai,” the Indian
Embassy in Abu Dhabi
tweeted.
During his stay in the
UAE, Jaishankar will carry
out the review with his
counterpart
Sheikh

The Solomon Islands
government
on
Wednesday asked countries to not send naval vessels to the South Pacific
nation until approval
processes are overhauled.
The government made
the request after the US
Coast Guard cutter
Oliver Henry and British
navy patrol boat HMS
Spey cancelled planned
port calls last week due
to bureaucratic delays.
The United States and
Britain are among countries concerned that a
new bilateral security
pact between Solomon
Islands and China could
lead to a Chinese naval

base being constructed
less than 2,000 kilometers
(1,200
miles)
off
Australia’s
northeast
coast. Prime Minister
Manasseh Sogavare said
the Oliver Henry crew had
failed to provide required
information in time for
his office to approve the
visit. The Oliver Henry re-

fueled at Papua New
Guinea instead. HMS
Spey withdrew its application to visit, Sogavare
said.
The delay in these approvals demonstrate the
need for the government
to review and refine its
approval requirements
and procedures for visit-

ing military vessels to
Solomon
Islands,
Sogavare said in a statement.
To this end, we have requested our partners to
give us time to review and
put in place our new

processes before sending
further requests for military vessels to enter the
country, Sogavare added.
He said the new process
would universally apply to
all visiting military vessels.

ternational pressures and geopolitical headwinds.
However, the current situation is a necessary wakeup call to regulators and policymakers to strengthen
the currency by making Rupee assets more valuable
to foreign investors via effective tax policies, the exporting of higher-value services, and growth-focused economic strategies. While rising inflation,
tightening monetary policy, and climbing crude oil
prices have made the current fiscal a difficult one
for the INR, the Russia-Ukraine war sparked a nearfreefall, with the Rupee has lost nearly 7 per cent in
value since Russia's invasion on February 24.
Meanwhile, the US Federal Reserve's rate hikes
(+150 bps so far in 2022) have also sparked record
capital outflows of over $35.6bn from the equity and
debt markets between October 2021 and June 2022
($29.7bn in H12022 alone), making it the longest selling streak in Indian equity markets since liberalization. All these factors led to the rupee hitting the 80mark twice in July, with monetary and fiscal attempts to reverse the slide having yielded mixed results so far. First, the Rupee's current crisis was not
unexpected. Given rising inflation and the Relative
Purchasing Power Parity Rule, post-pandemic tightening of monetary policy was always anticipated;
the pace of the same has only accelerated due to inflationary pressures. This, in turn, has predictably
sparked a flight of capital from emerging economies
to safe Dollar-denominated assets leading to the depreciation of the Rupee. Export-oriented sectors,
such as IT, textiles, and pharmaceuticals, stand to
gain from a falling Rupee. However, there are
caveats, given that India is a net importing nation
with a widening trade deficit that surged to more
than $31bn in July (over 3x higher YoY).
Therefore, non-export-oriented sectors, such as
telecommunications, renewables, FMCG, and automotive, which heavily depend on imported raw materials, largely stand to lose. Add to this the rising
global commodity prices and worsening domestic
inflation, and one may conclude that the costs of
INR depreciation far outweigh the benefits. At the
same time, it may also be interesting to note that
while the Rupee is performing poorly vis-a-vis the
US Dollar, it has fared relatively well vis-a-vis other
currencies YTD, including the Japanese Yen (+9.80
per cent) and Turkish Lira (+26.25 per cent).
Meanwhile, remittances, which were valued at
$89.4bn in 2021 and expected to chart an upward
trajectory in the near term, stand to be more beneficial for recipients now with a weaker Rupee, especially given that the US is the largest source of
these funds. Three, the Rupee's depreciation presents an opportunity to reform the currency and enhance its global standing. Dipping into Forex reserves may slow the slide, but the current situation
warrants long-term solutions that can transform
the Rupee into a coveted asset class rather than just
another currency. RBI seems to be headed in the
right direction. Its announcement last month to
allow the Rupee to be used to settle international
transactions opens the door for a possible internationalization of the INR. This may have been
evoked mainly to enable India to import cheap
Russian oil, but it is the right move. However,
Rupee internationalization, increasing foreign capital inflows, and making the currency more stable
is just a way to make INR assets more attractive,
which, given the crossroads, the RBI and
Government find themselves at, should be a top
priority. First, tax benefits for foreign investors.
This could be via proposed capital gains tax
waivers for overseas debt investors, which would
also help get Indian bonds listed on global bond indices. It could also be via new-age asset classes, such
as real estate investment trusts (REITs) and infrastructure investment trusts (InvITs), or via
Government-led economic planning, such as the development of GIFT City and the International
Financial Service Centre (IFSC) in Gujarat. Second,
exporting higher-value services. Even as manufacturing PMI growth has lost steam, the services sector has become a reliable engine of growth. And
within services, sub-sectors from real estate and
health to education and hospitality can learn a lot
from IT when it comes to exporting higher value
services that are both knowledge-and technology-intensive. In this light, developments and policies
such as Skill India, Digital India, Startup India, and
endeavours to ease the compliance burden in the education sector and boost MSME productivity are
welcome steps. Third, supporting growth-focused
and consumer-oriented economics. The full potential of India's demographic dividend and the vast
domestic market is yet to be tapped, and doing so is
crucial for both fiscal and monetary prudence. After
all, the INR crisis will abate eventually. It is already
showing signs of easing: FPIs recently turned buyers for the first time in nine months amid a softening Dollar and the Rupee is below 80 again. But
whether this momentum will be sustainable depends largely on how quickly and effectively the potential of the domestic consumption market and demographic dividend is tapped. All in all, given the
Fed's consecutive rate hikes and the inflationary environment, a weakened Rupee was a fait accompli.
India is making all the right moves by internationalizing the Rupee and making INR assets attractive on
a global level. Given all the tailwinds the country
has working in its favour - economic growth, a vast
domestic market, and a young population - regulators and policymakers must ensure that Indian assets remain an attractive destination for global capital on a relative yield basis.
Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by
e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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Japan, seeking arms buildup,
makes opaque budget request
Tokyo, Aug 31 (AP):

GANESH CHATURTHI CELEBRATIONS

65TH NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS

Students perform rituals during celebrations of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, at a school in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday, Aug. 31.

Is narcissism a mental health problem?
BY PAULA ROSS

essional psychology lecturer,
Australian
S
Catholic University It's not
uncommon these days to
hear someone such as an exromantic partner or a politician described as a narcissist.
Singer Robbie Williams recently told an interviewer he
took an online test to see if he
was one. He revealed the test
suggested a mild indication
of narcissistic personality
disorder. But what is narcissism, when is it a problem
and can an online test really
provide a reliable diagnosis?
A fixation on oneself
According to the Greek
myth, a beautiful young man
called Narcissus fell in love
with his own reflection in a
pool of water. He stayed staring at it for the rest of his life.
His name gave rise to the
term narcissism , characterised by a fixation on oneself. Narcissism is a cluster of
traits along a range of severity. At one end of the spectrum, people may be confident, charming and welladapted. In the middle of the
spectrum, people may be
overly focused on seeking out
status, success and admiration at work or in their social
lives. They can have a need to
appear perfect, special or superior to others in order to
feel OK about themselves. At
the very extreme end, it may
become a disorder in which

people can be self-centred,
grandiose and destructive.
What's narcissistic
personality disorder'?
Narcissistic personality
disorder is a mental health diagnosis given to people with
extremely narcissistic traits.
These traits have reached the
point where they start to impact on the person's ability to
function at work or socially.
Narcissistic personality disorder is relatively rare. It is
estimated around 1% of the
population has a diagnosable
form of the condition. Men
tend to be more narcissistic
than women. There is no evidence that young people are
more narcissistic than previous generations at the same
age. Their symptoms are described as pervasive, meaning they are obvious across
all of a person's activities, not
just in specific situations.
So, on the face of it, pop
star Robbie William's insistence his score on the quiz reflected only his narcissistic
personality on stage is not
quite accurate. People with
narcissistic personality disorder tend to overestimate
their abilities and exaggerate
their achievements. And they
are surprised or angry when
others don't notice their accomplishments. They need
constant confirmation of
their value, specialness or importance. They may have fantasies about power, success,
having perfect lives or relationships, believing these are
not only achievable but deserved.
Specialness by association
People with narcissistic
personality disorder might
talk a lot about how people in
their lives are extra special in
some way such as being the
very best at something or
leaders in a particular field
because it increases their

own sense of specialness by
association. When their status or superiority is challenged they can respond with
extreme anger, rage or belittling the person and their
opinion.
They find it difficult to tolerate the thought they may be
flawed or vulnerable in some
way. In relationships, they
can have exceedingly high expectations of devotion from
partners and friends, but may
themselves be low in empathy and lack of awareness of
others' needs. They may be
envious of and unable to celebrate the success of others,
and respond by devaluing
them. They are often unaware of the impact of their
behaviours on others.
How is it diagnosed?
Diagnosis should only be
made by a mental health professional. Trying to diagnose
yourself or someone else
with an online quiz may give
you results that are misleading
and
unhelpful.
Narcissistic personality disorder is a cluster of symptoms on a continuum and
many diagnoses share similar symptoms. For a proper
diagnosis, a clinician needs to
assess which cluster of symptoms is present, how far along
the continuum they are, and
which other diagnoses to exclude. But a symptom checklist might help you work out
whether you should consider
seeing a mental health professional for further assessment
or support.
How do people
get this way?
We don't know exactly
what causes narcissistic personality disorder. There is
probably a genetic component. Traits such as aggression, poor emotional regulation and low tolerance to distress tend to be high in peo-

ple diagnosed with narcissistic personality disorder.
Certain experiences in childhood are also more likely to
lead to narcissistic personality disorder. These might be
either particularly negative,
such as trauma or rejection,
or overly positive, such as excessive praise or being constantly told you have extraordinary abilities.
Parenting styles that are either very neglectful or overly
protective are also associated
with the development of narcissism. People with narcissistic personality disorder
often have other mental
health conditions, particularly mood disorders. They also
have a high rate of suicide.
These conditions may have a
common cause or they may
be a result of the difficulties
people with narcissistic personality disorder have with
social interactions.
Can it be treated?
Narcissistic personality
disorder is a lifelong condition that is considered manageable but not curable.
There is no standard medicine or psychological treatment for narcissistic personality disorder. Psychological
treatment aims to reduce the
severity of symptoms, improve mood, manage impulses, and build communication
and relationship skills. One
of the main goals of therapy
is to develop more realistic
expectations of others.
Medicines that help with
other mental health problems
like anxiety, depression and
bipolar disorder may also
help reduce some symptoms.
People are more likely to seek
help for another mental
health condition, such as depression. Getting treatment
for these conditions can also
positively impact on personality disorder symptoms.

Mikhail Gorbachev,
who led the Soviet
Union from 1985 until
its collapse in 1991, has
died aged 91. He ended
the cold war, and paved
the way for various
parts of the USSR to become
independent
countries.
Looking
back, he might have
died regretting that.
Today, neither the USA
would have attacked the
Middle East at their
whims and fancies nor
would have China such
a bully if the USSR still
existed.
Moreover,
Gorbachev was responsible for the present imbroglio of the Ukraine
war. Putin would have
no need to start the ignominious war had the
USSR been intact. His
steadfastness in adversity would have saved
the world many problems. Even though
Gorbachev won the 1990
Nobel Peace Prize for
his role in ending the
Cold War, many in
Russia see him as responsible for the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the social
and economic crises
that the country witnessed in the early
1990s. Gorbachev (the
world said he carries
the Soviet flag on his
head as a birthmark)
passed away, but his
legacy—how he gave up
Russian interests or retaliated at the altar of
the West—will continue
to be a point of controversy for the next generation
of
leaders.
Trusted and respected
leader who opened the
way for a free Europe, is
no more, but his legacy
is one we will not forget.
Rest In Peace.
Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Demolition of towers
The demolition of the
towers has inflicted a
mammoth
loss
on
gullible buyers who
stand duped of their
life-long savings. These
structures could not
have come up without
the brazen complicity of
government officials,
developers and politicians. If all these players had been incarcerated by fixing accountability through proper investigation, the ends of
justice would have been
better served. It is
feared that these unscrupulous swindlers
may get away with it.
The razing of the towers
may have delivered a
jolt to the realty sector,
but the demolition
should have been avoided by considering an alternative use of these
buildings.
Roshan Lal Goel, Ladwa

Even moderate drinking linked to
brain changes, cognitive decline
rinking seven or

more units of alcoD
hol a week is associated with
brain changes and poorer
cognitive performance, according to a study. Seven
units of alcohol is equivalent
to three pints of averagestrength beer or five small
glasses of lower-strength
wine, according to the UK
National Health Service
(NHS).
The study, recently published in the journal PLOS
Medicine, involved over
21,000 participants to analyse
the links between alcohol
consumption and brain iron
levels. Iron buildup in the
brain has been associated
with
Parkinson's
and
Alzheimer's diseases and
may be a contributing factor

to the cognitive decline
brought on by alcohol
use. The researchers
from the University of
Oxford in the UK found
a correlation between
weekly alcohol use of
seven or more units
and greater levels of
iron in the brain. There
is increasing evidence
that even moderate alcohol use can have a negative
impact on brain health, they
said.
"In the largest study to
date, we found drinking
greater than 7 units of alcohol weekly associated with
iron accumulation in the
brain," said Anya Topiwala
of the University of Oxford.
"Higher brain iron in turn
linked to poorer cognitive

performance. Iron accumulation could underlie alcohol-related cognitive decline," Topiwala explained.
The 20,965 volunteers from
the UK Biobank provided information on their own alcohol consumption, and magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) was used to examine
their brains.The average age
of the participants was 55,
and 48.6 per cent of them

were female. To determine the amounts of
systemic iron, almost
7,000 people had their
livers scanned using
MRI. A series of basic
tests were taken by
each person to assess
their cognitive and
motor abilities.
Although 2.7 per cent
of respondents identified as non-drinkers, the average weekly consumption
was 18 units or about 7.5
cans of beer or 6 large glasses of wine. The researchers
discovered that alcohol consumption of over seven units
per week was linked with
markers of increased iron in
the brain regions involved
with motor control, procedural learning, eye move-

ment, cognition, emotion,
and other functions.
Iron accumulation in
some brain regions was
linked to worse cognitive
function, they said. A limitation of the study is that MRIderived measures are indirect representations of brain
iron, and could conflate
other brain changes observed with alcohol consumption with changes in
iron levels, the researchers
said.
Given the prevalence of
moderate drinking, even
small associations can have
a substantial impact across
whole populations, and there
could be benefits in interventions to reduce consumption
in the general population,
they added.
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BRIEF
Bullet train

FM to review state of economy
at FSDC meeting on Sep 15
New Delhi, Aug 31:

Mumbai:
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde has directed
officials to complete
land acquisition for
the MumbaiAhmedabad bullet
train project and disburse compensation
to affected people by
September 30, the
state government said
on Tuesday. The
Mumbai-Ahmedabad
high speed rail corridor is a flagship infrastructure project of
the Narendra Modi
government that
seeks to improve connectivity between the
country's financial
capital and the commercial hub of
Gujarat.

Green cover
New Delhi: Coal
companies are hopeful of beating this
year's target of bringing more than 2,400
hectares of area in
and around coalfields
under green cover by
planting more than 50
lakh saplings, the government said.
Greening initiatives of
the coal sector will
help generate an additional carbon sink of
2.5 to 3 billion tonnes
of CO2 equivalent
through additional
forest and tree cover
by 2030. Greening
drive is in full swing
in coal mining areas
and about 1,000 Ha of
land has already been
covered through block
and avenue plantation, grassland creation, bamboo plantation and high-tech cultivation by August 15.

Key areas

Finance
Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will
review the state of the economy amid global and domestic challenges at a meeting of the Financial
Stability and Development
Council (FSDC), scheduled
on September 15. The 26th
meeting of the high-level
panel to be held in Mumbai
will be attended by all financial sectoral regulators, including RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das, sources
said. The FSDC is the apex
body of sectoral regulators,
headed by the Union finance minister. The meeting will review the current
global and domestic economic situation and financial stability issues, including those concerning banking and NBFCs, according
to the sources. The council
would also discuss measures required for further
development of the financial sector and to achieve
inclusive economic growth

with macroeconomic stability, they said. As per the RBI
estimate, the country's GDP
is expected to witness a
growth of 7.2 per cent in the
current financial year amid
elevated retail inflation at
6.7 per cent. The focus of
both the government and
RBI is to tame inflation,
which has remained above
the RBI's tolerance level of
6 per cent since January
this year. Besides, the
falling rupee hovering
around 80 per dollar is
adding pressure to infla-

Core sector output
slows down to
4.5 pc in Jul
New Delhi, Aug 31:
The output of eight
core infrastructure sectors slowed down to 4.5
per cent in July -- the
lowest in six months -against 9.9 per cent in
the year-ago period, according to official data
released on Wednesday.
The output of these infrastructure sectors expanded by 13.2 per cent
in June, 19.3 per cent in
May, 9.5 per cent in April,
4.8 per cent in March, 5.9

per cent in February and
4 per cent in January.
The
production
growth of eight infrastructure sectors -- coal,
crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertiliser, steel, cement and electricity -- was 11.5 per cent
in April-July this fiscal
against 21.4 per cent a
year ago. Crude oil and
natural gas production
contracted by 3.8 per
cent and 0.3 per cent, respectively, during the
month under review.

Repatriates
New Delhi: The government has terminated ES
Ranganathan as director (marketing) of
GAIL (India) Ltd and
repatriated him as executive director of the
company, the stateowned firm said.
Ranganathan was in
January arrested by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) for
allegedly taking
bribes to give discounts to some private
companies on the
petrochemicals products that GAIL sold to
them. Following this,
he was placed under
suspension. He got
bail in March.

Open Network for
Digital
Commerce
(ONDC), a UPI-type protocol, needs to create consumer trust through robust mechanisms for ensuring grievance redressal
of consumers, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said.
The minister was speaking at a meeting to review
the progress of Open
Network
for
Digital
Commerce (ONDC). In
April, India launched the
pilot phase of ONDC in
five cities with an aim to
democratise fast growing
e-commerce sector, help
small retailers and reduce
the dominance of online
retail giants. "ONDC must
create consumer trust

through robust mechanisms for ensuring redressal of grievances of consumers and enforcing
transparent policies for returns, refunds and cancellations," Goyal said. Since
the pilot phase launch in
five cities,
ONDC has been testing
with a closed user group
for end to end execution to
understand their fulfilment. It expects the number of network participants (means seller and

Flagship reading event by Room to
Read India across 12 states of India
New Delhi, Aug 31:
Room to Read India, as
part of its India Gets
Reading flagship reading
campaign, is organizing
and running the "Read-athon" event today. The event
aims to reach far and wide
across the country with enhanced participation by all
stakeholders, including
children, parents, communities, government, donors,
multilateral partners like
the United States Agency
for
International
Development (USAID) and
other supporters. This
year’s Read-a-thon is an ambitious record-setting attempt by Room to Read
India, where they aim to
bring in a record number of
participants in an in-person
setting. The participants
will be organized to read at
multiple locations across
the country including 12
states where it has active intervention. This Read-a-

thon will create an opportunity for all stakeholders to
come together in spaces
such as school premises,
communities, government
offices, donor offices, etc.,
and pledge their support towards children’s reading
and learning.Ms. Poornima
Garg, Deputy Country
Director, Room to Readsays,
“This year’s reading campaign is themed on
‘Reading Equals’. It is an opportunity for all stakeholders to drop all other activities, come together and just
READ for 30 minutes at a
stretch at a predetermined
time. Through this record
setting event, we also want
to reaffirm our commitment to ensure that children everywhere read,
learn, and thrive”.
It is the goal of Room to
Read India, to mobilize as
many people as possible to
support the promotion of
reading habits through this
Read-a-thon.

New Delhi, Aug 31:
Maruti Suzuki India
Chairman RC Bhargava
on Wednesday hinted at
organisational changes
going forward in the backdrop of the company's increased contribution to
parent Suzuki Motor
Corporation's overall global business. In his address
to the annual general
meeting of the company,
the first physical meeting
after two years following
disruptions by COVID-19
pandemic, he said in future Maruti Suzuki India's
contribution to Suzuki's
global production will go
beyond 60 per cent, which
was achieved last year.
Bhargava also said the
company will chart out its
strategy for entering the
compressed biomethane
gas fuel as suggested by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the company's
40th year celebration at
Gandhinagar on Sunday.
"It's clear that Maruti
has become a very, very
important part of Suzuki
Japan," he said referring

to the statement by Suzuki
Motor
Corporation
President
Toshihiro
Suzuki that in the last fiscal Suzuki group produced
about 28 lakh automobiles
all over the world, out of
which more than 16 lakh
units, or about 60 per cent,
were produced in India.
Also, he said Suzuki's announcement to set up a
wholly-owned research
and development company
in India also comes at a
time of Maruti's growing
importance in Suzuki's operations.
"... Which raises in my
mind also the fact that
with the growing volumes
of production in India, the
growing importance of
India, the availability of
capable manpower in
India, do we not need now

Malaika
Arora
flaunts
her
stretch
marks in
selfie

to look at how we are organising in India to deal
with (future growth)?... ,"
he said. From a challenge
to achieve two million
units a year this fiscal to
three million units possibly in a few years, the company needs to prepare for
its future, he added. "What
is the most efficient way of
preparing for the future in
all areas of production or
sales and marketing or
R&D? I think we can all
now apply ourselves and
think of the future and
see what must ensure
your company grows in
the most efficient manner
in the coming years,"
Bhargava said. He further
said, "And I hope that
when we come up with
any changes in the future,
we will have your backing
and support." He, however, did not elaborate on
what would be the
changes.
On electric vehicles,
Bhargava said when
Maruti enters the EV segment in 2024-25, it will be in
the upper-end of the market and not the lower-end.

ollywood diva
Malaika Arora
showcased her
stretch marks in a
new mirror selfie she
shared on social
media.
Malaika took to her
Instagram
story,
where she shared the
flawless picture. In the
image, she is seen wearing a black crop top
paired with gray sweatpants. The dancing diva
pulled her hair back to a
ponytail. To complete her
look, Malaika chose to go
au naturale and subtle
lip tint. Recently, a video
of Malaika, who is an
avid social media user,
and her beau Arjun
Kapoor dancing on the
number
'Chaiyya
Chaiyya' picturised on her
and superstar Shah Rukh
Khan went viral on social
media. As an actress, she
has starred in main roles
in films 'Kaante' and 'EMI'.
Malaika appeared on the
television show 'Nach
Baliye' as one of the three
judges. She then appeared
on the show 'Zara Nachke
Dikha', 'Jhalak Dikhhla
Jaa', 'India's Got Talent',
'Supermodel of the Year'
and 'India's Best Dancer'.
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Digital logistics initiative to help industry GDP grows at 13.5 pc
highlight service-related issues: Comm Min in April-June quarter
New Delhi, Aug 31:
The commerce and industry
ministry
on
Wednesday said it is developing a dashboard to help
the industry flag issues or
give suggestions to the
government on matters related to logistics services.
The dashboard is expected
to be launched for all authorised industry associations soon, it said.
To streamline interministerial coordination
of service-related issues
in logistics, an institutional mechanism, such as the
Network Planning Group
under PM GatiShakti, is

ONDC must create consumer trust for
ensuring grievance redressal: Goyal
New Delhi, Aug 31:

New Delhi: Online
food delivery platform Zomato has decided to narrow its
focus on three key
areas of food ordering and delivery; supplies to restaurants
through 'Hyperpure'
and quick commerce,
company Chairman
Kaushik Dutta said
on Tuesday. In his address to shareholders
at the company's annual general meeting,
Dutta said the move
was part of strategy
to focus "only on
areas that have the
potential to become
meaningfully large
businesses ten years
from now".

tion.
The recent pronouncement of Fed chairman
Jerome Powell to brace for
more large interest rate
hikes in coming months to
rein in inflation will have
implications for other currencies of the world, including the rupee. The FSDC
meeting will also review activities undertaken by the
FSDC
Sub-Committee
chaired by the RBI
Governor and the action
taken by members on the
past decisions of FSDC.

The last meeting of FSDC
was held in February after
the presentation of the
Budget 2022-23. Besides RBI
Governor, Securities and
Exchange Board of India
Chairman Madhabi Puri
Buch,
Insurance
Regulatory
and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) Chairman
Debasish
Panda,
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI)
Chairman Ravi Mital and
Pension Fund Regulatory
and
Development
Authority
Chairman
Supratim Bandyopadhyay
will attend the meeting. The
sources said the FSDC
meeting will also be attended by Minister of State for
Finance
Bhagwat
Kishanrao Karad, Finance
Secretary T V Somanathan,
Economic Affairs Secretary
Ajay
Seth,
Revenue
Secretary Tarun Bajaj,
Financial
Services
Secretary Sanjay Malhotra,
and other top officials of
the finance ministry.

Maruti very important part of Suzuki Japan;
organisational changes in offing: RC Bhargava

delivery apps) to substantially increase to more
than 30 in the coming
weeks. So far about 220
seller apps have been onboarded. Goyal emphasised that ONDC should
work in active cooperation
with traders and industry
associations to implement
the network at the ground
level.
He also directed the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) to work
with all states to create
awareness about the utility of ONDC and devise
programmes in collaboration with them so that
small traders, artisans,
handicraftsmen, farmers,
MSMEs are able to take
full advantage of this open
network.

Tata Steel to
invest over
65 million euros

also under consideration,
the ministry added. "Such
endeavours are expected
to give a significant boost
to India's logistics efficiency," it said.
It also said that the creation of a user-interactive
dashboard will allow authorised user associations
to log in and lodge issues
or suggestions for the government to track and resolve them in a transparent manner. It will not
only allow the division to
address issues related to a
single ministry/ department but also multiple
ministries/departments.
A user demonstration of

Adani to launch
open offer for
NDTV on Oct 17

New Delhi, Aug 31:
India's economy grew by 13.5
per cent in the first quarter of
the current fiscal, mainly due
to the base effect, official data
showed on Wednesday. The
gross domestic product (GDP)
had expanded by 20.1 per cent
in the corresponding AprilJune period of 2021-22,
according to data released by
the National Statistical Office
(NSO). Many analysts had projected the Indian economy will
expand at a double-digit
growth rate due to the base
effect. According to rating
agency Icra, the gross domestic product was likely to grow
at 13 per cent while State

Bank of India in its report, projected the growth rate at 15.7
per cent for April-June 2022.
Earlier this month, in its monetary policy meeting, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
said that the GDP growth rate
is likely to be around 16.2 per
cent in the first quarter of this
fiscal year. China registered
an economic growth of 0.4 per
cent in April-June 2022.

LAUNCH EVENT

New Delhi, Aug 31:
Adani
Group
will
launch its open offer on
October 17 for acquiring
an additional 26 per cent
stake in media firm NDTV.
The open offer for acquiring 1.67 crore equity
shares, for which a price of
Rs 294 per share has been
fixed, will tentatively close
on November 1, said an advertisement
by
JM
Financial, which is managing the offer.
If fully subscribed at a
price of Rs 294 per share,
the open offer will amount
to Rs 492.81 crore, On
August 23, Adani group
announced to acquire a
29.18 per cent stake in
NDTV through the acquisition of VCPL, which
holds a 99.99 per cent stake
in RRPR Holding.

Actress Sanya Malhotra at a launch event, in Navi Mumbai.

Fiscal deficit touches 20.5 pc of
Meta launches No-Cost
annual target in Apr-Jul: Official data EMIs for advertisers in India
New Delhi, Aug 31:

New Delhi, Aug 31:
Tata Steel said it will invest more than 65 million
euros for hydrogen-based
steel manufacturing in the
Netherlands. Hydrogen has
the potential to decarbonise
steel manufacturing. Tata
Steel has inked pacts with
three firms -- McDermott,
Danieli and Hatch -- for the
further technical preparations for hydrogen-based
steel manufacturing in the
Dutch city of Ijmuiden. All
three companies have their
own specific proficiency
that is needed together to
assist Tata Steel in hydrogen-based steel manufacturing. "The cost for this
first development step is in
excess of 65 million euros
and will result in an engineering package that forms
the basis for a final permitting and project planning,"
the company said in a statement.

the system was organised
recently. In that, the prototype of the system and its
benefits were discussed.
"The initiative is expected
to help in the identification of procedural issues
that lead to lower efficiency in logistics and higher
logistics costs," the ministry said.
The user interaction
dashboard is part of several initiatives being developed by the logistics division of the ministry to
address the technology,
services, and human resource-related aspects of
logistics efficiency in the
country.

The central government's fiscal deficit
touched 20.5 per cent of
the annual target at the
end of July 2022-23
against 21.3 per cent a
year ago, reflecting improvement in public finance, as per official data
released on Wednesday.
In actual terms, the fiscal
deficit - the difference between expenditure and
revenue - was Rs 3,40,831
crore during the AprilJuly period this financial
year. A fiscal deficit is a
reflection of government
borrowings from the
market.
As per the data released by the Controller
General of Accounts
(CGA), the government's
receipts, including taxes,
stood at Rs 7.85 lakh crore
or 34.4 per cent of the
Budget Estimates (BE)
for 2022-23. During the

year-ago period, it was
nearly the same at 34.6
per cent. The tax revenue
stood at Rs 6.66 lakh crore
or 34.4 per cent of this
year's BE. Last year too,
the government had managed to mop 34.2 per cent
of its annual estimate
during April-July.
The data further revealed that the central
government's total expenditure was Rs 11.26 lakh
crore or 28.6 per cent of
the BE 2022-23, almost
same as in the year-ago
period. Capital expenditure was 27.8 per cent of
the full-year budget target compared to 23.2 per
cent in the corresponding
period last year, as per
the monthly account of
the Union government up
to July 2022, released by
the CGA. For 2022-23, the
fiscal deficit of the government is estimated to
be Rs 16.61 lakh crore or
6.4 per cent of the GDP.

Sushmita Sen roped in for an
‘intense, power-packed’ biopic
ollywood actress and former beauty
queen Sushmita Sen has been roped
in as the lead for this intense and
power packed script. The prep is on and set
to go on floors by the end of this year. The
biopic will see Sushmita in multiple
shades, in a never seen before avatar.
Sushmita will be fronting the biopic
whose rights have been acquired by Mansi
Bagla of Mini Films and ace photographer
Subi Samuel's Bungalow No 84.
Mansi Bagla, Mini Films says: "I wanted
to make a big announcement after Forensic
and this timing is just perfect. This is my
birthday gift to myself. Forensic is still
making noise, loved by so many, and now
I'm here to tell this thrilling story and who
better than Sushmita Sen to play this role,
more details on the biopic coming up soon."
"The day I met Sushmita, I was spellbound by her aura and I can say it now with
all my heart, this film will be a superhit."
The casting and

B

Arjun Rampal joins cast
of Sonakshi’s brother’s
directorial debut
B
ollywood
actor
Arjun Rampal, who
was last seen as the
antagonist in the Kangana
Ranaut-starrer 'Dhaakad',
will have a cameo appearance in the upcoming
thriller film, 'Nikita Roy
and Book of Darkness'.
The film recently went on
floors in London and will
be shot in Britain's capital
and other parts of the UK.
Talking about joining
the cast, Arjun says, "It
was a real pleasure to do a
cameo in this film, as it re-

Superstar Singer 2’s
Grand Finale on Sep 03
S
ony Entertainment
Television’s homegrown kids singing
reality show, Superstar
Singer 2 that has tugged
the heartstrings of the
audience with India’s
young singing prodigies
from different walks of
life. After months of entertaining and impressing the judges and audiences alike with outstanding performances
by the Best Bache Ever,
Superstar Singer 2 has finally got its top 6 finalists
i.e. Mohammad Faiz,
Mani, Pranjal Biswas,
Aryananda R Babu,
Rituraj and Sayisha
Gupta. As the show has
reached the last leg of the
competition, the top 6
contestants are all set to
mesmerize everybody
one last time with their
melodious voices in the
‘Grand Finale’ episode on
3rd September at 8 pm.
Kickstarting the grand
finale on a auspicious
note, the episode will
commence with the blessings of Lord Ganesha
with all the contestants

and captains singing
praises of
Ganpati
Bappa. Truly, the ‘Grand
Finale’ of Superstar
Singer 2 is going to be
super special in many
ways! Wishing all the

plicable interest payable to
the bank, and give it as an
upfront discount to the
business on its ad spends.
Working capital access is a
concern for many new and
growing businesses in the
country. With No Cost EMI
billing, they can choose any
amount between INR 3,200
and INR 5,00,000 to convert
to EMIs.
With several small businesses in India taking to
digital and the Meta platforms to reach their customers, they need enhanced support to resolve
their queries.

united me with Paresh
Rawal, who I adore, Nicky
Vicky who I have seen as
kids and now as producers. Also I am very fond of
the Sinha family and so delighted to see Kush at work
doing so well and
Sonakshi in a totally different avatar."
"'Nikita Roy and Book of
Darkness' will be a film to
look out for and I wish the
whole team my best wishes for it, as I had a blast
working with them," the
actor added.

The film also stars
Paresh Rawal and Suhail
Nayyar in pivotal roles
and marks the directorial
debut of Sonakshi Sinha's
brother Kussh S Sinha.
'Nikita Roy and The
Book of Darkness' is produced by Nicky Bhagnani,
Vicky Bhagnani and
Ankur Takrani of Nick
Vicky Bhagnani Film,
Kratos Entertainment,
Kinjal Ghone of Nikita Pai
Films and Dinesh Gupta.
The film is expected to release in 2023.

&pictures presents ‘Valimai’ on Sep 03

luck to the little wonders
for the grand finale, the
captains
Mohammad
Danish,
Pawandeep
Rajan, Arunita Kanjilal
and Salman Aliwill express their feelings and
excitement.
Captain
Arunita
Kanjilal shares, “I am so
proud of Mohd Faiz and
his journey on the show.
His passion and dedication to music is really inspiring. I am really happy
for him and all the kids
on the show who have
week on week given such
brilliant performances. I
have learnt a lot from all
my gurus and the same
thing I have tried to pass
on to Faiz so that he can
give his best performance. It is a big day for us,
I just want everyone to
support these kids.”
With the Grand Finale
all set to air on 3rd
September, 2022, India
will get its Singing Ka
Kal, so be sure to tune in
to Superstar Singer 2 this
weekend at 8:00 PM only
on Sony Entertainment
Television!

his Saturday, adrenaline and thrill will
knock on your doors
as &pictures brings to you
Valimai – one of the
most
anticipated
movies of 2022.
Touted as one of
the best action
thrillers of the
year, the film’s motion poster became an
instant rage on YouTube
by becoming the most liked
video on the platform.
Translating this rage onto
screen, the film brought to
life the most-awaited Super
Cop. Sympathetic Cop.
Supportive Cop - Assistant
Commissioner
Arjun
played by Ajith Kumar,
along with uber-talented
Huma Qureshi, Kartikeya
Gummakonda and Bani J
in pivotal roles. Premiering
on the Saturday Premiere
Party, get ready to witness
the Mastermind ka Full on
Action with the channel
premiere
of
Valimai on
3
r
d
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Mumbai, Aug 31:
Meta hosted the second
edition of the Grow Your
Business Summit, its annual event dedicated to the
growth agenda of small
businesses in India, and announced new working capital support and enhanced
service support features for
all advertisers in the country. To address the evolving
need for working capital,
Meta has announced a new
financial support feature to
ease cash flow for small
businesses in India - No
Cost EMI. India is the first
country within Meta where
No Cost EMI has been
launched.
This feature will allow
advertisers to pay Meta for
their advertising campaigns in easy, equated
monthly installments over
3 months through participating banks at no additional cost of interest to
them. Meta will bear the ap-

other aspects of the film is in pre-production stage and will go on floors by the end of
this year.
Mini Film's Forensic has garnered high
numbers on the OTT platform, Avitesh
Shrivastava-starrer Adesh Shrivastava's
biopic is near completion and Bagla has
also bagged the rights of a Ruskin Bond
story which was widely reported.
Subi Samuel, Bungalow No 84 shares: "I
am excited to begin this new journey
with two of the most powerful women
I've met in the industry by far- Sushmita
is a brilliant actress and is apt for
the biopic and Mansi who's drive
and passion towards filmmaking inspired me to explore it myself."

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

There may be some conflict today,
Aquarius, especially in the morning. Your
general mood is quite good, but there's a
strong force asking you to be more realistic in your approach. The last thing you
want is for someone else to throw a bucket of water on your raging fire of fun, but
this is likely to happen unless you address
the reality of the situation.

Your mind may be a little cloudy most of the
day, Pisces, and you could find it hard to
ground yourself. It may be that you're trying
to navigate by the stars, but unfortunately,
the clouds have moved in and there are no
reference points to be seen. The good news
is that the skies should clear later, and you'll
find there's nothing but smooth sailing for
the rest of the night.

Praise you may receive this morning could
make you feel on top of the world, Aries,
but try not to let this feeling go to your
head. Stay modest despite the lavish
praise that may be showered on you. By
evening, you won't be able to get by on just
talk alone. Actions will speak much louder
than words and it's important that you
have some sort of plan.

Things should improve for you as the day
progresses, Taurus. The key is to stay loose
and not be concerned with the situation's
outcome. The future is uncertain. You
shouldn't depend on something that may or
may not pan out the way you want. There
could be some conflict between you and
someone with a strong ego in the morning,
but this should resolve itself by evening.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your emotions could feel restricted
today, Gemini, a feeling that may be difficult to shake. Take this opportunity to
calm down and relax. You'll enjoy the
good times more when you give your
body the rest it needs. Always pushing
for bigger and better adventures may be
fun, but it can leave you too tired to fully
appreciate them.

It could be hard to find your footing early
in the day, Cancer. You may be better off
sleeping in. Have a good breakfast and
relax in the morning. By evening, you'll be
refreshed, recharged, and ready to take on
the town. Your emotions may feel restricted, which could make it difficult to fully
express yourself. You'd be better off turning this energy inward now.

Use the morning to take care of yourself,
Leo. You could be so concerned with the
world and the shared environment that
you forget to take care of you. Use the
early afternoon to reflect and meditate.
Gather facts from your inner state and
use the information to create a plan for
the future. Be flexible in your approach.

Get to some water today and reconnect
with this element, Virgo. Like lapping
waves against the shore, you may be gently changing the landscape around you
with each word or action. Don't underestimate your inner strength. It could be that
you seem overpowered by the things going
on around you, but don't let them keep you
from being the person you truly are.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

Emotionally speaking, you should be
doing quite well today, Libra, especially in
the morning. This is a good time to take
charge of projects that require definite
leadership. Don't think that you're inferior to the people around you. Act like you
belong in a leadership role and you'll find
that others will automatically support you
in that position.

You may get frustrated today, Scorpio,
especially in the morning when other
people's egos seem to be strong. It could
be difficult to relate to people who simply
refuse to accept any opinion but their
own. Things should mellow out by afternoon. You'll find people start to see
things from your perspective.

People may see you as the personification of drama, especially this morning,
Sagittarius. This is a good time to
express your emotions and get things
out of your system. Be sure to release
whatever pent-up emotion you have
inside. By afternoon, it might be a good
idea to settle down and lay low.

There may be a damper on your mood
today, Capricorn, especially in the morning. It could seem as if everyone is having fun but you. Having a good time is
more a state of mind than anything else.
Try not to get trapped in a lousy mindset.
Late afternoon is a good time to ground
your emotions. Operate from a point of
stability instead of jealousy.

September at 8 pm only on
&pictures.
Style, substance, high octane bike chases and some
death defying stunts – if
you’re an action fan, you’re
definitely in for a treat as
Asst. Commissioner Arjun
traces the mastermind behind a series of crimes. But
not just that, Valimai is also
a film with a message
where we see a socially responsible cop who understands perfectly, the socioeconomic reasons behind
crimes and believes that
criminals deserve a second
chance. Talking about the
film, Boney Kapoor said,

“Indian cinema is known
for its larger than life appeal on screen and
umpteen enthusiasm of
the audience off screen. It
pushes us, filmmakers/
producers to go beyond the
expected, and present stories like never before.
Valimai is our vision to
present unmatched adrenaline and thrill through a
typical hero / mastermindvillain hunt. It was great
working with Ajith, again.
He is an absolute professional, focused, sincere,
dedicated, and a fine
human being. We are working together again."

41. Photocopier liquid
42. Passenger
43. Cleaning cloth
44. Want
45. Smidgen
48. Modified
51. Defendant's offering
53. Make coffee
58. Acquire knowledge
59. Stench
60. Attest
61. Bert's friend
62. Percentage
63. Highway measure
64. Navigate
65. If not
66. Tallies

28. Mollusk
29. Road curve
32. Asian country
33. New Year's ____
34. Average skirt
35. Continually
36. Actor Richard ____
38. Address word
39. Masculine pronoun
41. Coach
42. Decorate again
44. Pronouncement
45. Fables
46. On the ball
47. Keaton or Sawyer
49. Piano part
50. Horses' gaits
52. Soft cheese
54. Tibetan monk
55. Greedy
56. Narrated
57. Flock females
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DOWN

ACROSS
1. Border
5. Animal's den
9. Female students
14. Window frame
15. Complexion woe
16. Spouse's kin (hyph.)
17. Neighborhood
18. Have to
19. Not fresh
20. Boundary

22. Carried
23. Former (hyph.)
25. Compass reading (abbr.)
26. Mountaineer's climb
30. Always, in poems
31. Hot sauce
32. ____ deadly sins
34. ____ Ryan of "Sleepless in Seattle"
37. Historic times
38. Metal bolt
39. Busy place
40. Purpose

1. Kin of PDQ
2. Unclothed
3. Client
4. Bangkok native
5. Bemoan
6. Severe
7. Map detail
8. Hunting dog
9. Water tank
10. Aware of
11. Please greatly
12. Valleys
13. Stockholm native
21. "____ Lisa"
24. Run into
26. Out of port
27. Agra attire
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Venus Williams, Raducanu, Osaka
all out in US Open 1st round
New York, Aug 31 (AP):

the opening round at the
U.S. Open until 2020, then
was absent last year.
Asked what keeps her
motivated these days, she
answered: Three letters:
W-I-N. That's it. Very simple.
At
night,
Emma
Raducanu became only
the third defending U.S.
Open champion to lose in
the first round, eliminated by Aliz Cornet 6-3, 6-3.
And yet another past
champ bowed out in
straight
sets
when
Naomi Osaka, who won
two of her four Grand
Slam titles in New York,
was
eliminated
by
Australian Open runnerup Danielle Collins 7-6
(5), 6-3 in a match that
ended after midnight.
Osaka, a former No. 1,
also lost in the first
round of the French
Open this year and has
slid to 44th in the rankings. She had been 3-0
head-to-head
against
Collins, but this fun-towatch,
hard-hitting
matchup went the other
way.

Osaka, Aug 31 (PTI):
Star Indian shuttler
Kidambi Srikanth registered a stunning straightgame win over world number 4 Lee Zii Jia but
Commonwealth Games
champion Lakshya Sen
suffered a shock defeat in
the opening round of the
Japan Open Super 750
tournament here on
Wednesday.
Srikanth, a former
world number 1, recovered
from his early exit from
last
week's
World
Championships, to outwit
fifth seed Lee 22-20 23-21 in
his men's singles opener
which lasted 37 minutes. It
was his first win over the
Malaysian in four meetings.
The 21-year-old Sen, a
2021 world championships
bronze medallist, however,
squandered an opening
game advantage to go
down 21-18 14-21 13-21 to
world number 21 Japanese
Kenta Nishimoto in his
first match.
London
Olympics
bronze medallist Saina
Nehwal was also no match
for top seed Akane
Yamaguchi as she lost 9-21
17-21 to the local favourite
in 30 minutes.
Fast-rising men's doubles pairing of MR Arjun
and Dhruv Kapila, who
jumped nine places to
reach world number 26
after a quarterfinal finish
at
the
World

Championships, also lost
21-19 21-23 15-21 to Korean
combination of Choi Sol
Gyu and Kim Won Ho
after wasting a match
point in the second game.
In
other
results,
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games
bronze medallists Gayatri
Gopichand and Treesa
Jolly lost 17-21 18-21 to seventh seeds Jongkolphan
Kititharakul and Rawinda
Prajongjai of Thailand in
women's doubles category.
Mixed doubles pair of
Juhi Dewangan and
Venkat Gaurav Prasad lost
11-21 10-21 to Chinese top
seed Zheng Si Wei and
Huang Ya Qiong in 23 min-

utes. It was a gritty performance from world
number 14 Srikanth, who
is often guilty of not being
able to close out narrow
matches, despite doing all
the hard work in setting
up the points.
On Wednesday, Srikanth
once again found himself
in a similar position when
he almost wasted a 15-11
advantage by allowing Lee
to grab three game points
but the Indian held on to
his nerves to reel off five
points on the trot to leave
his younger rival stranded
and seal the opening game.
Stung by the opening
game reversal, Lee showed
a lot of purpose after the

Australia steamroll
Zimbabwe in second ODI
Townsville, Aug 31 (AP):
Mitchell Starc took three
early wickets to help restrict Zimbabwe to 96 runs
and Steve Smith posted an
unbeaten 47 as Australia
won the second one-day
cricket international by
eight wickets Wednesday
and clinched the threematch series.
Starc (3-24) bowled three
wides in a wild opening
over but quickly recovered
his line and length to
remove the top order
and have Zimbabwe
reeling at 14 for
three.
Allrounder
Cameron Green held an
outfield catch to remove
Zimbabwe's top scorer Sean
Williams for 29 off 45 deliveries off Adam Zamper's
bowling and then took two
wickets.
Leg-spinner
Zampa took the last two
wickets as Zimbabwe was
dismissed inside 28 overs.

Smith and Alex Carey (26)
combined in an unbeaten
84-run third-wicket partnership to secure victory with
212 deliveries to spare.
Australia won the seriesopening match by five wickets with 99 balls to spare.
The third match will be
played Saturday, also in
Townsville.
The series is being played
in northern Queensland
state as part of the
International
Cricket
Council's Super League
competition for ODIs. Both
teams are preparing for the
Twenty20 Cricket World
Cup which starts in
Australia on Oct. 16.

Richard Ngarava removed
openers David Warner (13)
and Aaron Finch (1) in the
third over to have Australia
in trouble at 16-2 before

Australia's Steve Smith
plays a shot during the
second one-day international (ODI) cricket match
between Australia and
Zimbabwe at the Riverway
Stadium in Townsville on
August 31.

Focus will be on improving our
finishing: Harmanpreet Singh

Bengaluru, Aug 31 (PTI):
The Indian men's hockey team will look to work
on its finishing skills as
part of its preparation for
the upcoming FIH Hockey
Pro League, said star dragflicker
Harmanpreet
Singh.
The Indian team, which
claimed a silver medal at
the
Commonwealth
Games earlier this month,
returned to the camp at
the SAI Centre here on
Monday ahead of its
preparations for the

Hockey Pro League beginning October 28.
"We will have our practice sessions, and our primary focus will always be
on improving our finishing and improving the coordination and combination between players,"
Singh said in a release issued by Hockey India (HI).
"We will be focusing on
how we can improve our
timing while crossing the
ball among players, and
improving our timing
while moving the ball
from defence to attack.

"Every match is important for us. Our target has
always been to win every
match. We have not much
time left before the World
Cup. So, the more the number of matches we get to
play before the tournament, the more it will be
beneficial for us," he said.
The pool draw for the
FIH Hockey World Cup is
set to take place on
September
8
and
Harmanpreet said the
team is ready to face any
challenge that comes its
way.
"We are not focusing on
World Cup draws. We have
to play the matches and
perform our best, irrespective of whoever we face.
We have to show our game
and our strengths and get
positive results," he said.
"We have to keep our
focus on doing the same
and not on things which
are not in our control."
The World Cup is scheduled to be held from
January 13 to 29 next year
in Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela.

change of sides. He
opened up a 2-0 lead early
on and ensured a slender
one-point advantage in the
interval.
Lee stepped up a gear to
move to 14-11 but soon
things
changed
as
Srikanth turned the tables
to grab a 18-16 lead and
then stood just two points
away from a win at 20-18.
It seemed there will be
another twist in the tale as
Lee this time saved two
match points and earned
himself a game point but
Srikanth ensured there
were no hiccups as he
pocketed the required
three points to shut the
door on the Malaysian.

The welcome and support for Venus Williams
in Arthur Ashe Stadium
on Tuesday afternoon
were not the same as
they were for her sister,
Serena, a night earlier.
Nor was the result.
Venus, who turned 42
in June, has not made
any pronouncements
about her future in tennis, unlike her younger
sibling, and while she
has been successful and
influential, too a seventime Grand Slam champion; a Black woman in a
predominantly white
sport the fanfare and attention are not the same.
Playing in front of
thousands of empty blue
seats in an arena quite
silent at the start, although growing louder
later, Venus bowed out in
the first round of the U.S.
Open for the second consecutive appearance, losing 6-1, 7-6 (5) to Alison
Van Uytvanck.
She means so much to
female tennis. Tennis, in
general, Van Uytvanck
said. She's a legend.
This was the 23rd trip
to Flushing Meadows for
Venus, who made it to
the final in 1997 as a teen
then won the trophy in
2000 and 2001, and her
record 91st time participating in a major tournament.
Venus had never lost in

PCB to manage all six teams of
its junior T20 league after failing
to attract bids for team rights
Karachi, Aug 31 (PTI):
The Pakistan Cricket Board
has decided to manage all six
teams of the Pakistan Junior
League T20 after failing to sell
the team rights.
The board announced on
Tuesday that the inaugural PJL
would go ahead with the
teams managed directly by
the board from October 6-21.
The board also confirmed that
Pakistan's former captain
Javed Miandad would be the
league mentor while all six
teams would have mentors in
Sir Vivian Richards, Imran
Tahir, Darren Sammy, Colin
Munro, Shahid Afridi, Shoaib
Malik.
The board had initially
announced and invited bids for
the sale of the six team rights
but none of the interested bidders could match the reserve
price asked by the board.
We know that since this is a
first ever junior T20 international league obviously sponsors and bidders are a bit

skeptical about its commercial
value and future but the PCB
believes the league will
become a successful commercial property after a few seasons, an official source in the
board said.
The PCB also didn't get the
required reserve prices for the
broadcasting rights of the
tournament which will now be
shown by the PCB and national state broadcaster PTV.
The PCB also confirmed the
player draft for the tournament will be held in Lahore on
6 September. Details around
the draft process will be
announced shortly.
PCB CEO Faisal Hasnain said
outside Pakistan, over 140
players from Afghanistan,
Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
England, Ireland, Nepal, the
Netherlands, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, Scotland, Sri
Lanka, West Indies, Zimbabwe
and the United Arab Emirates
have completed their registrations for the tournament.

Werner scores hat trick for
Leipzig in win in German Cup

US player Venus
Williams reacts during her
2022 US Open Tennis tournament women's singles
first round match against
Belgium's Alison van
Uytvanck at the USTA
Billie Jean King National
Tennis Center in New York.

Colin de Grandhomme retires
from international cricket
Wellington, Aug 31 (PTI):
New Zealand all-rounder Colin de Grandhomme
on Wednesday announced
his retirement from international cricket.
De Grandhomme, 36,
made the decision to bring
down the curtain on an
impressive international
career after discussions
this week with New
Zealand Cricket, which
has agreed to release him
from his central contract.
The Zimbabwean-born
Kiwi said a range of factors had played a part in
his decision, not least his
struggles with injury and
the increasing competition for places in all three
formats. "I accept that I am
not getting any younger
and that the training is
getting harder, particularly with the injuries," said
de Grandhomme in NZC
statement. "I also have a
growing family and am
trying to understand what

Timo Werner scored a
first-half hat trick as
Leipzig started its defense
of the German Cup with
an 8-0 rout of amateur
team Teutonia Ottensen.
The Germany striker
also had a hand in the
other goal before the
break, scored by Andr
Silva, as Leipzig went into
halftime leading 4-0.
Silva added a second before further strikes by
Emil
Forsberg,
Christopher Nkunku and
Dani Olmo at Red Bull
Arena. Hamburg-based
Ottensen, which plays in
Germany's fourth tier, was

originally supposed to
host the match but was
forced to look for an alternative venue as its own
stadium uses artificial
grass. Ottensen eventually
settled on hosting the
match in Dessau but vandals destroyed the grass at
the Paul-Greifzu-Stadion
with a suspected chemical
substance last week, making the surface unplayable.
The German soccer federation said it had no option
but to host the game in
Leipzig. Leipzig beat
Freiburg in a penalty
shootout in last season's
final to claim a first major
title in the club's short history.

Voices
seeking
fairness in the upcoming polls to elect
the new Congress
president grew louder on Wednesday,
with party leaders
Manish
Tewari,
Shashi Tharoor and
Karti Chidambaram demanding that electoral
rolls be made public to ensure transparency in the
process. Congress MP and
G-23 leader Tewari raised
objections to the party not
making public the names
of electors for the party
president poll, and said it
must be published on the
AICC website to ensure
transparency.
He also asked why anyone seeking to contest the
Congress president's election should go to the PCC

office to get the electoral
roll as this does not even
happen in a club election.
"With great respect
Madhusudan Mistry ji
How can there be a fair
and free election without a
publicly available electoral roll? Essence of a fair
and free process is names
and addresses of electors
must be published on the
Congress website in a
transparent
manner,"
Tewari said in a series of
tweets.
He said Mistry, who is
the chairman of the
Congress' central election
authority is quoted as saying The list is not made
public but if a member of
our party wants to check,
they can check at the PCC
office. And, of course, it
will be given to the candidates once they file their
nomination papers .

Manish Tewari
Congress MP Tharoor,
who has expressed his intent to contest the party's
presidential
election,
agreed with Tewari, and
said everybody should
know who can nominate
and who can vote.
"Certainly, I think it's important that everybody
should have transparency
on the electoral rolls. If
that's what Manish has

asked for, then I'm sure
that it's a principle that
everybody would agree.
Everybody should know
who can nominate and
who can vote. There is
nothing wrong with that,"
Tharoor said at a function
in Thiruvananthapuram,
while concurring with
Tewari.
Another
Congress
leader and MP Karti
Chidambaram supported
his view, saying every election requires a well defined electoral college. He
also said "reformists are
not rebels". "Every election needs a well defined
and clear electoral college.
The process of forming
the electoral college must
also be clear, well defined
and transparent. An ad
hoc electoral college is no
electoral college," he said
on Twitter.

Devotees carry idols of Lord Ganesha during a procession on the occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in
Shimla, Wednesday.

Kejriwal launches virtual school for ‘One Nation, One Election’
need of hour, says Naqvi
students across the country
Rampur (UP), Aug 31 (PTI):

New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday launched a
virtual school and said
students from across
the country will be eligible for admission.
The
application
process for the Delhi
Model Virtual School
(DMVS)
began
on
Wednesday. The school
is for classes 9-12.
"The admission to the
schooling platform will
be open for students
across India and they
will also be prepared by
experts for entrance
exams like NEET, CUET
and JEE along with
skill-based training,"

Arvind Kejriwal
Kejriwal said at an online media briefing.
The chief minister
said the first virtual
school in the country
will prove to be a milestone in the education

sector.
"There are many children who cannot go to
school since there are issues like the school
being far away or other
obstacles. Many parents
do not get their daughters educated since they
don''t want to send them
out.
"We are starting this
virtual school to ensure
they get educated. This
school is inspired by virtual classes that had
been necessitated due to
the Covid-19 pandemic,"
he said.
The classes will be online and recorded lectures will also be uploaded online, Kejriwal
added.

‘Disastrous’ idea, will further
marginalise poor kids
The All India Parents Association (AIPA) has termed the Delhi's
virtual school launched on Wednesday as a "disastrous" idea to further marginalise the poor children. "It is a totally disastrous idea to
further marginalise the marginalised children. Poor children will go
to virtual school whereas children of the rich will go to regular private schools. Every child must go to full-time regular school.
Departing from it means no education at all," said Ashok Agarwal,
president, AIPA. "Delhi government is failing to fulfil their constitutional and statutory obligations to provide free and quality education
to every child. The government doesn't want to invest in education
of poor children. They want them to be left at mercy of god. Will
they provide playground through virtual school?" he added. The application process for the DMVS began on Wednesday. The classes
will be online and recorded lectures will also be uploaded online.
"Let all politicians deciding to start virtual school should first send
their own children to such school. The virtual school violates Articles
14 (right to equality), 21 and 21-A (right to quality education) of the
Constitution, besides violating RTE Act, 2009," Agarwal said. Any
student aged between 13 years and 18 years who has cleared class 8
from any recognised school can apply for admission to DMVS.

PROTEST MARCH

my future looks like postcricket. All of this has
been on my mind over the
past few weeks.
"I've been fortunate
enough to have had the opportunity to play for the
BLACKCAPS since debuting in 2012 and I'm proud
of my international career
- but I feel this is the right
time to finish."
De Grandhomme departs the international
stage with an impressive
record, particularly in the
Test arena; his 29 matches

realising 1432 runs at
38.70, including centuries
against the West Indies
and South Africa, and 49
wickets at 32.95 including
six for 41 on debut against
Pakistan.
A measure of his influence in the Test environment is that he featured in
18 wins, playing a key role
in New Zealand's inaugural ICC World Test
Championship campaign,
which ended with victory
over India in the final at
Southampton.

and Adam Zampa. Leftarm
wrist-spinner

Tabraiz Shamsi
(716) is next in
R a s h i d ' s
sights, though
Josh Hazlewood
(792) boasts a
strong margin at
the top of the list.
Rashid's compatriot
Mujeeb Ur Rahman
meanwhile has entered
the top- 10 with a sevenspot move up the rankings (660), currently
edged out for eighth by
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(661), whose 4/26 against
Pakistan helped the men
in blue for victory.
There were no new entrants in the T20I batting
top ten, though there was
a push from Pakistan's
Mohammad
Rizwan,
moving up to second (796)
to join Babar Azam (810)
in the top two.
Afghanistan's
Hazratullah Zazai's innings of 23 (26) and 37
(28) led to a three-spot
rise to 14th (611).
Teammate Rahmanullah
Gurbaz
meanwhile
moved up five spots to
29th.

People affected by the Kolkata Metro Rail Corporation Limited (KMRCL) project participate in a candlelight
rally to protest against 2019 Bowbazar Metro accident, in Kolkata, Wednesday.

Partha Chatterjee’s bail
prayer rejected
Kolkata, Aug 31 (PTI):
The PMLA special court
Wednesday rejected the
bail prayer of arrested former West Bengal minister
Partha Chatterjee and remanded him to judicial
custody for 14 more days.
The PMLA court also
extended the judicial remand of Chatterjee's associate Arpita Mukherjee
for 14 days.
The extension of judicial remand of the duo till
September 14 was ordered
by Judge Jibon Kumar
Sadhu on a prayer by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) which is probing the
alleged money trail in the
School
Service

Commission
appointments scam.
The court, which had on
earlier occasions rejected
Chatterjee's bail prayers,
observed that there has
been no change of circumstances and that the investigation in the case is at an
initial stage.
Judge Sadhu granted
permission to the ED to
further interrogate the
two accused in the correctional homes they are
lodged in and to record
their statements.
Mukherjee did not make
any bail prayer before the
court.
The court directed that
the two accused be produced on September 14 on

the virtual mode as it was
done on Wednesday. They
were arrested by the ED
on July 23 in connection
with the ED's probe into
the money trail in illegal
appointments of teaching
and non-teaching staff in
West Bengal government
sponsored and aided
schools. They had been in
Ed's custody till August 5
and were sent to judicial
custody on the court's orders.
The ED has claimed to
have recovered Rs 49.80
crore in cash, jewellery
and gold bars from flats
owned by Mukherjee and
documents of properties
and a company in joint
holdings.

Former Union minister
and BJP leader Mukhtar
Abbas
Naqvi
on
Wednesday said 'One
Nation, One Election' is
the need of the hour and
that political parties
should not have a "prejudiced mindset" on the
issue.
In an interaction with
journalists, he pitched for
holding simultaneous elections, an idea often pushed
by
Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi, and said
political parties should
move forward towards this
important electoral reform.
Political parties need to
give priority to national
interests over political in-

terests so that this "significant and path-breaking"
electoral reform takes
place, Naqvi said. Most opposition parties have
protested against the idea
of holding Lok Sabha and
various state assembly
polls simultaneously in
the country.
With one or other election being held at regular
intervals, all political parties remain "election machines all the time". This
also causes wastage of
public money and hampers development work.
People, too, become unenthusiastic towards this
"festival of democracy"
due to frequent elections,
Naqvi said in a statement.
He noted that Modi, on
several occasions, has

Masked men vandalise Punjab
church, CM orders probe
Amritsar, Aug 31 (PTI):

Dubai, Aug 31 (PTI):

Leipzig, Aug 31 (AP):

New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):

Hardik rises to best-ever fifth spot
on ICC T20I all-rounder rankings
India's flamboyant allrounder Hardik Pandya
has jumped eight places
to a best-ever fifth position on the latest ICC
T20I all-rounder rankings after his excellent
outing against Pakistan
in the Asia Cup here.
Hardik claimed 3/25
and made 33 not out from
just 17 balls, showing
how vital his impact will
be in India's T20 World
Cup campaign later in
the year in Australia.
E l s e w h e r e ,
Afghanistan's blistering
start to the Asia Cup
tournament has not
gone unnoticed, with a
number of players
rewarded in the updated rankings.
An ICC release
said
Rashid
Khan's push
for the No.1
bowler position has been
helped with a
two-spot jump to third
(708 points), over fellow
leg-spinners Adil Rashid

LORD GANESHA PROCESSION

‘Ensure transparency in
election of party president’
Tharoor supports him

Japan Open: Srikanth
advances; Lakshya, Saina exit

Four masked men broke
into a church in Punjab's
Tarn Taran district, vandalised it and fled after setting the pastor's car on
fire, police said on
Wednesday. The intruders
pointed a pistol at the
watchman's head and tied
his hands in the Tuesday
night incident that was
caught on CCTV cameras
installed at the church.
The intruders then vandalised two idols in the
church,
located
in
Takkarpura village near
Patti town in the border
district. As they left, they
set the pastor's car on fire.
Chief
Minister
Bhagwant Mann condemned the vandalism
and has ordered a probe.
This is a highly condemnable incident and

severest action must be
taken against the perpetrators of this heinous
crime, he said on
Wednesday.
Punjab
Congress
chief
Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring said such incidents are deliberate attempts by some mischievous elements to divide
people.
Police said the CCTV
footage showed two of the
masked men vandalising
the idols. A police team led
by Tarn Taran's Senior
Superintendent of Police
Ranjit Singh Dhillon
reached
the
spot.
Policemen were deployed
in the area in large numbers.
Station House Officer
(Patti Sadar) Sukhbir
Singh said a case has been
registered under sections
295A (deliberate and mali-

cious acts intended to outrage reli gious feelings)
and 452 (house trespass) of
the Indian Penal Code.
A group of people from
the Christian community
held
a
protest
on
Wednesday,
blocking
roads
leading
to
Khemkaran, Bhikhiwind,
Patti,
Harike
and
Ferozepur and demanding
the immediate arrest of
the perpetrators.
SSP Dhillon assured
them that the culprits will
be arrested soon.
"It is a conspiracy by
some mischievous elements who wanted to disturb the peace in the
state," the SSP said.
"We have taken stock of
the situation and are investigating the matter. We
will soon catch those behind this incident," he
added.

called for 'One Nation, One
Election' but some political parties adopted an apathetic and negative approach towards the issue.
Those who have a habit
of "cursing" Modi regularly are unable to digest his
honesty, hard work and
commitment to "decisions
with delivery", Naqvi said,
adding that the country's
politics is now no longer
restricted to a "family cradle". It has become a medium to make people a precious partner in progress
and prosperity, he said.
Socio-economic and educational reforms under
the Modi government will
make India's coming generations and the country's
democratic system better
and more credible, he said.

Pawar for Oppn unity
for 2024 LS polls
New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
Amid bickering among the
opposition parties, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on
Wednesday renewed the
pitch for unity for the Lok
Sabha elections in 2024.
Interacting with reporters
here after welcoming leaders from Haryana into the
party fold, Pawar said the
NCP was open to contesting polls as part of an opposition alliance under a
common minimum programme to take on the BJP.
Pawar also asked the opposition parties to keep aside
differences and unite on an
anti-BJP platform for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
Earlier, he had said efforts
were underway at the national level to bring nonBJP parties together to
create a public opinion. At
the same time, the NCP
supremo had made it clear
that he was not keen on
taking up any responsibility due to his age.

Assam madrassa with ‘links’ to terror outfits demolished
Guwahati, Aug 31 (PTI):
A madrassa in Assam's
Bongaigaon district, which
was allegedly used for carrying out 'jihadi' activities,
was demolished by authorities on Wednesday for "violation of building norms",
a top police officer said.
The district disaster
management authorities
had recently declared that
it was "not fit for human
habitation" as the building
code was not followed during its construction, he
said.
Around a dozen of excavators were deployed to demolish the two-storey
building of the Kabaitari
Ma Arif Madrassa in
Jogighopa area of the district, the officer said,
adding that other struc-

tures on the premises were
also razed to the ground.
The district disaster
management authorities
had issued a notice to the
madrassa for violation of
building norms and declared that it was not fit for
human habitation, he said.
Adequate
security
arrangements were made
there for the demolition
drive, he said. Students of
the educational institute,
which had a residential facility, left for their homes
on Tuesday night, the officer claimed.
There were 224 students,
and the authorities asked
them to vacate the premises by the night of August
30. The district administration helped them go to
their homes. In most cases,
guardians came and took

A madarsa being demolished by authorities for allegedly
carrying out jihadi activities on its premises, in
Bongaigaon district, Wednesday.
away their wards, he said.
The demolition drive,
however, was conducted
days after a teacher of the
madrassa was arrested for

his suspected links with
terror outfits - Al-Qaeda in
the Indian Subcontinent
and Ansarul Bangla Team.
This is the second such

action taken by the state
administration this week
as a madrassa in Barpeta
district, which had allegedly
sheltered
two
Bangladeshi operatives of
Ansarul Bangla Team for
four years, was demolished
on Monday.
One of the alleged
Bangladeshi terror operatives, the principal, a
teacher and another person associated with the
madrassa were also arrested by the Barpeta police.
The police officer from
Bongaigaon said the
Kabaitari
Ma
Arif
Madrassa was demolished,
following the recovery of
incriminating documents
related to 'jihadi' elements
from its canteen during an
operation by the Goalpara
police on Tuesday night.

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

C E N T R A L

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

CC

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 01, 2022

PAGE 11

PAGE 10

www. centralchronicle.in

Bilaspur, Thursday, September 01, 2022 I Pages 12 I Price R 3.00 I City Edition I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh

Maha soaks in Ganesh
Chaturthi festivities
Mumbai/ Pune, Aug 31 (PTI):
Devotees
welcomed
Lord
Ganesh
on
Wednesday in their homes
and pooja pandals with
fervour, marking the commencement of the ten-day
festival which is being celebrated without any
COVID-19 restrictions
after two years.
Excitement
reigned
with calls of "Ganpati
Bappa Morya" as people in
urban and rural areas and
noted personalities, including Bollywood celebrities, welcomed Lord
Ganesh
and
offered

Young devotees carry idols of Lord Ganesh during a procession on the first day
of ten-day long Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in Mumbai, Wednesday.

'modaks', a traditional
Maharashtrian delicacy as

RAIDS ON REALTY GROUPS

I-T dept detects Rs 250 cr
‘undisclosed’ income
New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
The income tax department
has found "undisclosed"
income of more than Rs 250
crore after it raided two
"prominent" real estate
groups based in Kolkata, West
Bengal, the CBDT said on
Wednesday.
The searches were launched
on August 18, it said. The
department gathered "evidences of out-of-books cash
transactions and on-money
receipts and several documents and electronic data indicate routing of unaccounted

money through shell companies". Documents found during
the operation indicate use of
unaccounted funds in land
acquisition, the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) alleged.
The CBDT, which frames policy
for the tax department, did not
identify the groups raided.
"The key persons (of the
groups) admitted use of shell
(bogus) companies for infusion
of unaccounted funds in the
form of share capital, share
premium and unsecured loans
through sale of bogus investments," the CBDT said in a
statement.

'prasad'.
thronged

Devotees
prominent

Ganesh pandals like the
Lalbaugcha Raja in southcentral Mumbai in large
numbers, standing in
queues for several hours.
Actor Kartik Aryan was
one of the film personalities to visit the Lalbaghcha
Raja on the first day of the
festival. Many big Ganpati
mandals had brought the
idols much before the festival began. Many pandals
designed
decorations
based on different themes
with a social message.
Devotees also thronged
the famous Siddhivinayak
temple in Prabhadevi in
central Mumbai.

Baghel kicks off Himachal poll campaign

̈ With 10 pledges

Shimla/New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday launched
the Congress's poll campaign
in
Himachal
Pradesh by releasing the
party's mini manifesto of
10 pledges including
restoration of the old pension scheme, free power,
mobile clinics and fixing
right price for fruits including apples.
Besides Baghel, the
party's senior poll observer for the state, Congress
observers for the elections
Sachin Pilot and Pratap
Singh Bajwa, state incharge Rajiv Shukla, co-incharge Sanjay Dutt, state
Congress
president
Pratibha Singh and senior

Govt to raise procurement
ceiling for tur, urad, masur

̈ Dispose of chana
to states at
discounted rate

New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
The Centre on Wednesday
raised the procurement ceiling for tur, urad and masur
under the PSS scheme and
also decided to dispose of 15
lakh tonne of chana procured under its two programmes to states at a discounted rate. The decision
in this regard was taken in
the meeting of the Cabinet

Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA), chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
Price
Support
Scheme (PSS), under the
Agriculture Ministry, is operationalised only when
prices of agri-produce fall
below the minimum support price (MSP).
On the other hand, Price
Stabilisation Fund (PSF),
which is under the Food
Ministry, commodities are
purchased at market prices.
"CCEA has approved enhancement of ceiling on the
quantity of procurement

under PSS from existing 25
per cent to 40 per cent in respect of tur, urad and
masur," an official statement
said. The CCEA also approved the disposal of
chana to states and Union
Territories at a discounted
rate to be utilised for various welfare schemes from
the stock procured under
PSS and PSF. The states will
be offered to lift 15 lakh
tonne of chana at a discount
of Rs 8 per kg over the issue
price of the sourcing state
on a first come first serve
basis, it said.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel, HP Congress
President Pratibha Singh and other leaders launch the party’s 10
Guarantees, during a press conference, Shimla, Wednesday.

state party leaders were
also present on the occasion. The Congress has
promised to restore Old
Pension scheme (OPS),
free electricity up to 300
units to every household,
Rs 1,500 per month to
women in the age group of
18 to 60 years, employment

Sonia Gandhi
bereaved
New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi's mother Paola
Maino passed away at her
home in Italy on Saturday
and her funeral took place
on Tuesday, the Congress
said here. The Congress
president had left on
August 23 to visit her ailing mother, who was in her
90s. "Smt. Sonia Gandhi's
mother, Mrs. Paola Maino
passed away at her home
in Italy on Saturday the
27th August 2022. The funeral took place yesterday,"
AICC general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said on
Twitter on Wednesday.

to 5 lakh youth, and right
to fix fruit prices to the
fruit cultivators, within 10
days of assuming power in
the state. Similarly, the
party has also promised to
set up a startup fund of Rs
680 crore for the youth,
mobile clinics for free
treatment in every village,

COAL SCAM

NO COVID CURBS

four English medium
schools in assembly constituencies. It has also
promised to buy 10 litres of
milk every day from cow
and buffalo owners and
purchase cow dung at the
rate of Rs 2 per kg, in its
'Sankalp Patra'. Baghel
said, "Buying milk from
cow and buffalo breeders
will enable the cattle
breeder to get a fair price."
These promises of
Congress are being considered as the mini manifesto
of the party. Congress has
tried to touch the issues of
unemployment, farmers,
livestock farmers and
women.
Himachal Pradesh assembly elections are slated
later this year and the
Congress is seeking to
wrest back power from the
BJP in the hill state.

Court convicts
Himachal EMTA Power
Ltd, its three officials

New Delhi, Aug 31:
A Delhi court Wednesday
convicted Himachal EMTA
Power Ltd (HEPL), its two
directors, and another senior
official for criminal conspiracy to cheat the central government by misrepresenting
facts to acquire a coal block
in West Bengal in 2009.
Special Judge Sanjay Bansal
convicted the accused the
company Himachal EMTA
Power Ltd, its two directors
Ujjal Kumar Upadhaya and
Bikash Mukherjee, and its

CGM (Power) N C
Chakraborty - for criminal
conspiracy (120-B of the IPC)
and cheating (420 of the
IPC).
The court has fixed September
5 for the argument on the
quantum of sentence to be
awarded to the convicts, who
may get a maximum sevenyear jail term.
The court said that the prosecution proved that the information regarding the investment, land, and water tie-up
mentioned in the application
and feedback form was false.

Police conducts surprise checks
at hotels, lodges and dhabas

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: On
Wednesday, Police conducted surprise checks at
all the hotels, lodges and
dhabas of the twin-city. SP
Dr Abhishek Pallava conducted an inspection at
Hotel Ashish International
in Power House. He
checked the security
equipment, etc. He asked
the hotel staff to give a

demonstration of fire safety to tackle an emergency
situation in the hotel.
On the direction of
Superintendent of Police,
Dr Abhishek Pallav, all the
Gazetted Officers of the
district led by Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv conducted checks
at the hotels, lodges,
dhabas inns, dharamsalas,
OYO hotels, etc.

At
Hotel
Ashish
International, SP checked
the security equipment,
oversaw the visitor registers and collected information about the visitors to
the hotel. The lady receptionist of the hotel was
asked to operate the fire extinguisher. The lady successfully operated the extinguisher.
The police officers
checked whether the hotel

provides the guest list
daily to the concerned police station or not. They
were instructed to provide
information about the
presence of any suspicious
person to the concerned
police station in-charge.
Cops checked whether the
ID of all guests was being
taken and maintained.
They checked whether
CCTV is installed or not in
and around the hotel. The

hotels were asked to maintain CCTV recording for at
least one month. Cops
checked if the Police verification of hotel staff has
been done or not; whether
there is fire safety facility
or not.
They oversaw the blueprint and map of the construction of the hotel,
mock drill and exit plan in
case of arson and other accidents and whether there
is an alternative way for
rescue teams in any emergency.
Police checked whether
there is a parking facility
or not and traffic movement is not obstructed due
to vehicles of visitors.
They collected information about any incident, accident or criminal incident, assault etc which occurred in the hotel in the
past. They checked what
other activities are operated in the hotel, license documents, etc.

White tiger dies at Maitri bagh

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: White
Tiger "Kishan" died at
Maitri Bagh Zoo at the
age of nine-years on
Tuesday. Kishan was
born to Tiger Sundar and
Tigress Kamla at Maitri
Bagh Zoo in the year

2013.
The tiger was suffering
from Cancer and was
being treated by the
Veterinary Doctor of
Maitri Bagh as well as
Wild Life Specialist
Doctor
of
Anjora
Veterinary Hospital.
Even after all efforts,

Kishan succumbed to
cancer. In the presence of
Conservator of Forests,
Forest Department officials, DFO, SDO and
Government Doctors, the
autopsy of the tiger was
conducted after which
the mortal remains were
consigned to flames.

Inauguration of Pin bending Cops conduct meeting of Ganeshotsava organising committees
facility at Slag Yard-2 of MRD
Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: Slag pots
filled with slag are sent to
Slag Yard-2 of MRD from
Steel Melting Shop-2. Slag
pots are kept on tilting
cars. These slag pots are
tilted slowly to pour out
the slag in pits.
A locking pin is required which holds the
slag pot with the car and

prevents it from falling. A
new facility of making
these bent pins was created in Slag yard with inhouse resources. This
mainly consists of a coal
fired furnace to heat the
rods (pins). Heated rods
are bent to form the locking pin.
This facility was prepared in house by a mechanical team, under the

leadership
of
CGM
(MRD), Sushil Kumar. It
was inaugurated on
August 27, 2022 by CGM
Sushil Kumar. On this occasion, GM (Maintenance)
DK
Agrawal,
GM
(Operation) TN Sahu,
DSO Prashant Yadav,
union representatives PV
Rao, KK Pradhan and
workers from the MRD
team were present.

Bhilai, Aug 31: Police officers conducted meetings
with the office bearers of
the Ganeshotsava organising committees and gave
them necessary directions
regarding safety and other
arrangements.
Under the guidance of
Inspector General of
Police (Durg Range), Badri
Narayan Meena and direction of Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallav as well as leadership
of
Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Ananth Kumar, the
meetings were conducted
at all the police stations.
Meetings were held in
groups of three - three
committees at all the police
stations. The meetings of

BMC Commissioner inspects
city sanitation arrangements

Large and Medium Ganesh
Samitis were conducted in
the presence of the concerned CSP / SDOP, SDM,
Municipal Corporation officials and in-charge of the
police station.
Instruction was issued
to get all the members/volunteers of Ganesh Samiti
verified at the police station. They were directed to
strictly ensure that the volunteers should not have
prior criminal records.
Along with the complete
list of the members of the
committee, the name/address/mobile number of
volunteers was recorded
in the police station.
The security arrangements will be made in coordination between the police and the committee.
The members of the committee and volunteers will
wear badges and ID cards
compulsorily. Instruction

Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: A Shop
communication forum
was organised in SAILBhilai Steel Plant's SMS 2
department recently. PK
Mishra, GM (SMS 2) was
the Chief Guest on the occasion. Mishra in his address on productivity,
quality and Safety said
that we must follow safe
work
practices
and
achieve our targets.
Daily targets have been
developed through our
Annual Business Plan by
converting into monthly
and daily targets. He appreciated the efforts of
SMS 2 collective in creating various production
records. The SMS 2 collective is adept in converting

tions to the officials. The
Commissioner also inspected the nursery and
instructed the officers to
make preparations in the
nursery for the upcoming
plantation drive in the city.
It needs to be mentioned
here that on the instructions of Mayor Neeraj Pal,
the BMC officers are inspecting the city sanitation works every morning.

Wherever they find any
problem, the officers try to
solve them expeditiously.
The Commissioner inspected the market area as
well as the residential
areas. He instructed to remove the illegal posters.
Zone Health Officer Anil
Mishra,
Sanitation
Inspector Anjani Singh
and Vinod Gautam were
present.

challenges into opportunities. I have full faith that
you will achieve your
yearly target soon, he said.
Saurabh Jain, GM (SMS
2) stated that we must
fully adopt safe working
practices with our mind
and heart. Safety is of ut-

Ankit Yadav Wealth Manager wins Most
Prestigious ‘Asia Nobel Award’
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Aug 31: Ankit
Yadav,
the
Wealth
Manager famous for his
economic
Predictions
again created buzz in the
D street by winning the
most prestigious "Asia
Nobel Award in Finance".
He has been awarded this
for introducing the concept of "Intrinsic Value"
First time in this world.
Here it needs a mention
that Ankit Yadav is outstanding Indian Investor
who is well known globally for his Economic & market Prediction. The stock

market fame residing in
Chhattisgarh is such popular that even American
Banks are fond of him.
Recently he predicted Rise
in Inflation & Crude which
went right makes him extremely wanted manager
in the Wall Street. He is
also researching on global
level to narrow the inequality gap which is raising worldwide.
Ankit won the prestigious Award as he developed the concept of
Intrinsic Value first time
in this world. With his formula one can find the true
value or fair value of any

business in this
world within a
few seconds.
While the formula is now restricted & yet to
launch globally.
For this creation
of
Intrinsic Value
Ankit won Asia
Nobel Award this year.
There is long list of
achievement of Ankit
Yadav just like his philosophy of long term investing. Ankit this year already won "Entrepreneur
of the year" In Finance.
Apart from this he won

" Y o u n g
A ch i eve r
Award "as well
a
s
"OutStanding
Achievement in
finance" this
year
from
Government of
India in New
Delhi.
Also,
Ankit is in the race of
world Forbes under 30 as
well which is expected to
announce in September.
With the Global launch
of Intrinsic value and successful prediction in the
stock market, the demand
for wealth manager has

order to ensure that the
traffic is not obstructed,
the committee members
were instructed to take responsibility by forming
separate teams.
If any crime related to
women/children occurs in
the
pandal
or
gambling/liquor/drug/co
mmunal nuisance takes
place in the pandal, then
the entire responsibility
will be of the committee
and the accountability will

Shop communication forum
organised in SMS 2

Bhilai, Aug 31: BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar inspected the
main market area of
Vaishali
Nagar,
Gol
Market and took stock of
the
city
sanitation
arrangements. He said
that cleanliness should be
maintained especially in
such market areas.
He said in the market
areas, the shopkeepers
should be advised to collect the garbage of the
shop at one place and give
it to the cleanliness workers. Gol Market is a major
market area in Vaishali
Nagar as citizens of nearby wards and localities
reach here for shopping.
A platform has also

been constructed for the
vendors in the market.
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar also inspected the cultural building
and took stock of the
arrangements.
Various events are organized in this building.
He oversaw the arrangement of cleanliness and
other basic facilities and
gave necessary instruc-

was also given to install
CCTV cameras in the pandals and also to keep the
recordings. They were also
asked to display the contact numbers of police stations and police officers at
the pandals at least two to
three places inside and
outside the pandal.
They were asked to
make proper lighting
arrangements around the
pandal even at the back
side of the pandals. In

also be fixed on the committee.
The tents and sound system people hired by the
committee were directed
to follow the guidelines of
the Supreme Court. After
the meeting, the team of
CSP/SDOP accompanied
by Municipal Corporation
and administration officials physically inspected
the pandals. DSP traffic
and police station incharge ensured that the
situation of road blockage
was not created.
All station in-charge patrolling and dial 112 vehicles of their police station
have also been instructed
to patrol during Ganesh
Chaturthi at crowded
places and around Ganesh
pandals. The Reserve
Inspectors will ensure that
the force is kept in reserve
/ stand by in the Police
Lines.

reached new sky heights.
Getting remunerate from
California United States
for his management work
& research at such a
young age now Ankit became one of India's
youngest millionaires.
The Global manager has
his cover photo in various
International magazines.
Several
Businesses
want his magical formula
at any cost & price. But
Ankit keep it only for
Indian Investors is highly
secured. Expert believes
once Ankit opens this for
companies, His wealth
may expand further & he

may
break
several
records. His true potential
unlocks
when
he
launched this product
globally.
The small town Ankit is
now setting a perfect example for youth & middle
class who want to do Big.
For achieving something
big, it's not necessary to
start with big. It's doesn't
matter where you are, who
you are if you have a
dream & passion you can
create big & winning Asia
Nobel Award is perfect
Example from Ankit
Yadav Wealth Manager
(USA).

most priority and we must
always remain alert. We
must adopt safe working
practices irrespective of
presence of Departmental
Safety officers, he added.
Deepak Gupta, GM
(SMS 2) said that SMS 2
plays a major role in pro-

duction of many departments of Bhilai Steel
Plant. We must be ready
for challenges in the future. You all are capable
and experienced and can
face challenges and
achieve targets, he said.
During the programme,
details
on
Annual
Business Plan, Safety,
Zero accidents, new
Circulars, perks, QR code,
UAN nomination, prevention from COVID 19,
Vaccination were discussed.
Employees of SMS 2 department, Kalidas Baghel,
ALWO from Personnel department,
Sandeep
Kumar Sahu, Narendra
Kurrey, Priyanka Raj
Gupta were present during the programme.
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Four J’khand ministers fly
back to Ranchi from Raipur


One more MLA
shifted to resort

Raipur, Aug 31: Four
ministers of the ruling
UPA
coalition
in
Jharkhand returned to
Ranchi on Wednesday
evening, a day after they
and 28 MLAs were shifted
to a resort near the
Chhattisgarh capital in
view of political developments in their home state.
One of the ministers
said they are going back to
Ranchi for a Cabinet meeting
scheduled
on
Thursday.
Earlier in the day,
Jharkhand
minister
Satyanand Bhokta and
MLA Pradeep Yadav flew
to Raipur in a chartered

plane, a local Congress
leader said.
While Bhokta accompanied four ministers namely Alamgir Alam, Banna
Gupta, Rameshwar Oraon,
and Badal Patralekh- who
were staying at the resorton the return flight, MLA
Yadav was shifted to
Mayfair Golf resort in
Nava Raipur where his
colleagues
from
Jharkhand
are
sequestered.
We (ministers) are going
back for a Cabinet meeting
scheduled on Thursday.
What the BJP has done in
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Goa, it wanted to replicate
it in Jharkhand. There are
reports that our CM has
been disqualified while

the Election Commission’s
decision is yet to be made
public. Although we are
not afraid as we have numbers,” Alamgir Alam told
reporters at Raipur airport.
The Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha-CongressRashtriya Janata Dal
coalition in Jharkhand on
Tuesday flew its 32 MLAs
to Raipur to prevent the
BJP’s alleged attempts to
poach its legislators and
shifted them to the luxurious resort in Nava Raipur.
Jharkhand
Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
did not accompany the
UPA MLAs to Raipur, but
some senior JMM leaders
are with them, sources
added.
The ruling UPA coali-

Ganesh ‘Chaturthi’ celebration
begins with religious fervour

Raipur, Aug 31: Ganesh
Chaturthi was celebrated with
religious fervour in Raipur on
Wednesday with devotees visiting temples and performing
‘puja’ at homes. With fears of
Covid-19 waning, the traditional
Chaturthi fervour is back in
Raipur as this year with a large
number of Vinakaya idols being
installed for worship in residential localities. The Ganesh idols

along with DJs were seen on the
busy streets causing traffic jams
in the city. This year large number of Ganesh idols were
installed at Sadar Bazar,
Gudhiyari, Tikrapara, Purani
Basti, Lakhe Nagar, Sundar
Nagar, Badaipara, Rathore
Chowk and Station Road.
Efforts of the authorities and
citizens to popularise clay idols
for worship during the 11-day

long festivities appeared to have
borne fruit with many devotees
preferring
clay
idols.
Commemorating the birth of the
Hindu God Ganesha- considered
to be the symbol of wisdom,
prosperity and good fortune, the
festival is marked with the
installation of Ganesha’s clay
murtis privately in homes and
publicly on elaborate pandals in
almost all parts of the country. In
Hindi mythology, Lord Ganesha
is considered to be a
Vighnaharta and Mangalmurti.
Celebrated with traditional fervour and gaiety, the birthday of
Lord Ganesh is much revered in
India’s cultural tradition as
Ganesh Ji is invoked at the beginning of every auspicious endeavour by the devout. The festival of
Ganesh Chaturthi, representing
country’s composite culture,
transcends the boundaries of
caste, creed, religion or region.

tion has 49 MLAs in the 81member
Jharkhand
Assembly.
Soren’s JMM believes
that the BJP may make a
serious attempt to poach
MLAs of the party and alliance partner Congress in
a bid to topple the coalition government.
Following a petition by
the BJP seeking Soren’s
disqualification from the
Assembly in an office of
profit case, the Election
Commission sent its decision to state Governor
Ramesh Bais on August 25.
Though the EC’s decision is not yet made public, there was a buzz that
the poll panel had recommended the chief minister’s disqualification as an
MLA.

CM to inaugurate
three new districts
on Sept 2, 3
Raipur, Aug 31: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will inaugurate
three newly formed districts on
Sept 2 and 3 and this include
Mohala- Manpur- Ambagarh
Chowki
and
SarangarhBhilaigarh
district
and
Khairagarh- Chuikhadan-Gandai
district. As per the scheduled
programme, CM will inaugurate
the newly formed 28th district of
‘Mohala- Manur - Ambagarh
Chowki’ on Spet 2 at 1:00 pm and
this programme will be chaired
by Food & Civil Supplies Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat. In the same
way on Sept 3, he will inaugurated the 30th district of
‘Sarangarh- Bhilaigarh’ at
Khelbhata Maidan of Sarangarh
at 11:00 am and it will be chaired
by Tribal Welfare Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam.
On Sept 3 he will inaugurate
the ‘Khairagarh- ChuikhadanGandai’ district at Fateh Singh
sports ground in Khairagarh at
1:00 pm and this will be chaired
by Food & Civil Supplies Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat.
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‘WELCOME TO GANPATI BAPPA’

Ganeshotsav Samiti were bringing large idols of Lord Ganesha for ten-day long
‘Ganeshotsav’ festival beginning here on Wednesday.

CM urges striking govt employees to resume work
Central Chronicle News
Raipur,
Aug
31:
Chhattisgarh
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday appealed
to the striking government employees and officers to return to work,
saying because of their
stir common people are
facing inconvenience.
Baghel said his government continues to be employee-friendly and was
committed to the welfare
of its staffers.
Sections of state government employees and
officers are on an indefinite strike since last week
to press for their demand
of 34 per cent dearness allowance (DA) and a hike
in house rent allowance
(HRA).
Due to the strike, peo-

ple are facing inconvenience and government
works related to common
citizens are getting affected. Therefore, Baghel has
made an appeal to all
protesting employees to
withdraw their agitation
and rejoin duty, said an
officer of the government’s public relations
department.
In his appeal, the CM
said the state government
was always committed to
the welfare of its employees and restoration of the
old pension scheme for
them was an example of
that commitment, he
said.
Considering the financial resources of the
state, the government has
taken certain decisions in
the interest of workers
and will keep taking such

steps in the future as
well, the officer said.
The state government
has come to know several
officials and workers taking part in the indefinite
strike are considering returning to work and adequate security will be
provided to them if they
rejoin duty, said the officer, adding an order in
this regard was issued by
the
General

UPA MLAs shifted to ‘protect them’ BJP MLAs uncomfortable with
the move of 75 new faces
from BJP’s poaching bid: Baghel
Sushil Agrawal
Central Chronicle News
Raipur,
Aug
31:
Chhattisgarh
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Wednesday said the
UPA coalition government
in Jharkhand shifted its
MLAs to Raipur to protect
them from being poached
in view of the BJP’s
“horse-trading” tactics.
He was talking to reporters on Wednesday
morning
at
Swami
Vivekananda Airport here
before
leaving
for
Himachal Pradesh where
he has been appointed as
senior observer by the
Congress for the coming
assembly polls.
“Alliance partners JMM
and
Congress
in
Jharkhand decided to
bring their MLAs to

Chhattisgarh to protect
them considering the way
the BJP has indulged in
horse-trading,” Baghel
said.
Recently three MLAs (of
Congress in Jharkhand)
were held in West Bengal
(with cash).
The
Election
Commission has sent
some letters to Jharkhand
Raj Bhavan and it has now
been a week, but that communiqu is yet to be
opened.
It indicates something is
cooking inside,” the
Congress leader further
said.
On BJP leader Raman
Singh’s accusation that
the Congress government
in Chhattisgarh had
turned the state into a
“den of immoral acts,”

Baghel asked why he did
not say anything when the
MLAs of other parties in
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Rajasthan were shifted (to
the states ruled by the
BJP).
“He should have spoken
at that time. Why is he
worried when we have
brought MLAs of our
party and alliance partner? Is he worried about
how they (BJP) would do
horse-trading now? He
should tell us about the
talk of Rs 50 crore in
Maharashtra and Rs 20
crore in Jharkhand (as the
price for defection),”
Baghel added.
Jharkhand
Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
has not come with the UPA
MLAs.

Raipur, Aug 31: After recent changes in the top leadership, the principal opposition Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has started search of
new faces to boost their
prospects
in
the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly polls scheduled to
be held next year.
While the Regional
General Secretary incharge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh Ajay Jamwal
has worked out on the strategy to pick 75 new faces in
the
90-member
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly polls, the sitting
as well as former Members
of Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) are getting uncomfortable with the thought.
Out of the sitting 14 MLAs,
the
three
including

Punnulal
Mohile,
Nankiram Kanwar and
Vidyaratan Bhasin are
among those who are above
70 years of age. With the
trend the BJP adopts in the
process of ticket distribution, it is highly unlikely
that these three sitting
MLAs may get another opportunity. Similarly half a
dozen other MLAs are also
in embarrassing situation
on the issue as several of
them too could not get another opportunity to contest
the polls. Meanwhile, several of the former MLAs who
had already started their
election preparations for
last few months, are reportedly taken aback with the
speculated move of party
think tank to prefer new
faces in the next Legislative
Assembly polls. While talking to this Correspondent,

one of the former MLA and
Minister, adopted silence
when the opinion on the
thought of 75 new faces was
asked recently at party office. Similarly, several other
former MLAs who are aspiring for another opportunity are not so enthusiastic
with the approach of the
party leadership to field
new faces on prevailing political and social scenario in
the next polls.
Political pundits too feel
that the saffron brigade
would go with drastic
changes while contesting
the
next
Legislative
Assembly polls, particularly, after success tasted in
last Parliamentary polls.
It is notable that the BJP
had lost the last Assembly
polls reportedly due to public ire against the same old
faces.

Festive seasion begins for automobile sector Heart blockage treatment made easy
Bookings for
by new techniques: Dr. Smit Srivastava
Navratri, Deepawali
along with Ganesh
Chaturthi starts
Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Aug 31: With the
beginning of Ganesh
Paksha, the festive season
started from Wednesday.
According to the traders,
in these 10 days, about 1200
bikes and 300 cars will be
sold in Raipur. Along with
Ganesh Chaturthi, booking
for
Navratri,
Deepawali has also started. Attractive offers are
also being given by the automobile companies to the
consumers for this. Also,
instant finance facility is
being made available.
Along with this, the facility of online booking and
online payment has also
been started by the companies. In view of the demand of the people,
traders have also started
planning for Dussehra-

Deepawali and the stocks
are being called. The booking of their favourite cars
by the consumers has been
started for the festive season so that the demand
and supply on the occasion
of
DussehraDeepawali does not affect
their booking. It is notable
that up to Rs 75 thousand
discounts are being given
by the automobile companies on their various passenger car models in the
festive season. This offer
includes exchange offers,
corporate discounts etc.

As soon as the festival
starts, people starts thinking of buying two wheelers and cars have also got
a setback as there has
been an increase in RTO
tax in the state. Under
this, now eight percent
tax will be levied on twowheelers and 10 percent
on cars. Due to this, two
wheelers have become expensive by Rs 1000 to 2000.
At the same time, the
prices of cars have increased by up to Rs. 10000.
Kailash Khemani, secretary
of
Raipur

Automobile
Dealers
Association (RADA), said
that the increase in RTO
tax has been started from
August 26 as a result the
problems of the traders
have also increased. Due
to the increase in the
prices of petrol and
diesel, there has been a
tremendous increase in
the demand for electric
vehicles these days.
According to the information received from the
traders, from January to
July this year, about 3800
electric
two-wheelers
have been sold in the
state. The sales of electric
two-wheelers in seven
months this year are
more than the sales of
electric two-wheelers in
the last year i.e. 2021 in a
year. In the year 2021,
about 3400 electric twowheelers were sold in a
year. Due to the increase
in the prices of petrol and
diesel, there has been a
tremendous hike in the
demand for electric two
wheelers in the state.



Latest techniques
effective in calcified
blockage of heart

Raipur, Aug 31: The
problem of blockage due
to plaque in the coronary
artery of the heart is one
of the most common
heart diseases. Every
year 10 to 25 percent of
patients die due to this
disease. In the treatment
of plaque made of cholesterol, fat or dead cells,
treatment was possible
only with bypass surgery,
but now with the help of
new techniques, they can

also be easily treated
through intervention angioplasty can be done.
Senior Interventional
Cardiologist Dr. Smit
Srivastava gave information about these new
techniques.
If the treatment of this
disease is ignored then
the blood flow in the
veins can be completely
blocked, which increases
the risk of heart attack
or heart failure. When
the blockage is less, it can
be cured with medicines
and regular lifestyle. But
due to the high blockage,
the patient needs angioplasty or bypass surgery.
Although angioplasty
can be used to repair
blockages without an incision, the procedure was
not possible with interventions in hard calcium
blockages. Now with new
technologies, its treatment has also become
very easy.

Administration
Department (GAD).
As per the order, if
protesting officials and
workers return to their
respective duties by
September
1
and
September 2, the strike
period will be approved
as leave and their payment will be released, the
officer said.
Earlier, the GAD had issued a directive to district
collectors and heads of
various departments,
asking them to take disciplinary action against the
striking employees as per
a circular of the department issued on April 10,
2006.
The circular states that
if employees go on mass
leave without prior approval or stage a strike,
salaries will not be

payable for the period of
their absence from office
and that period will be
treated as “break-in-service”.
State government employees and officers are
on an indefinite strike
since August 22. A federation representing them
had staged a five-day
strike from July 25 demanding a hike in DA
and HRA.
The state government
on August 16 had announced a 6 per cent hike
in the DA, taking the total
to 28 per cent.
Not satisfied with the
decision, state employees
and officials went on indefinite strike on August
22 seeking 34 per cent DA
and HRA as per the 7th
Pay Commission recommendations.

SOF declares Olympiad
exam dates for 2022-23
Raipur, Aug 31: Science
Olympiad Foundation, the
biggest organizer of Olympiad
exams for school students in
the world, has announced that
the Olympiad exams will be
conducted offline this year
from September 15th, 2022.
Students may register for SOF
Olympiad exams through their
schools and exams will be conducted in their respective
schools of students. Estimated
59,000 students from Raipur
appeared in SOF Olympiad
every year.
It will conduct Olympiad
exams in 7 subjects this year
which
includes
SOF
International
General
Knowledge Olympiad, SOF
International
English
Olympiad,
SOF
National
Science
Olympiad,
SOF
International
Mathematics
Olympiad, SOF National Cyber
Olympiad, SOF International
Social Studies Olympiad and
SOF International Commerce
Olympiad.
For the National Science
Olympiad SOF has collaborated with “Myclassroom”, which
caters to foundation programs
in Science and Maths for middle and senior school students
and helps them to secure
admission to academic institu-

tions of choice. It also prepares
students for JEE, NEET, CUET
and CAT.
SOF is conducting the
International
Commerce
Olympiad in collaboration with
The Institute of Company
Secretaries India (ICSI), The
ICSI functions under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, Government
of India and is the only recognised professional body in
India to develop and regulate
the profession of Company
Secretaries in India.
Mr. Mahabir Singh, the
founder and director of SOF
said, “SOF is partnering with
some leading organisations to
conduct offline exams. SOF
Olympiad exams are the
biggest Olympiad exams for
school students in the world.
During 2021-22, over 68,000
schools from 68 countries registered for the SOF exams and
millions of students appeared
in them. Awards, gifts, prizes,
medals and scholarships are
awarded to the winning
schools and students at class
level, state level and also at the
International
level.”
Registrations are open, schools
and students may send registrations 30 days before the
chosen date of each exam.

Pakhi and Ananya into final of
Under 18 Tennis tournament

Raipur, Aug 31: Pakhi
Bhatt from Chhattisgarh
has entered into final of
the Under 18 Talent Series
tournament being organized here defeating Prisha
Das from Odisha with the
score of 6-2,6-0 whereas
Ananya Dubey from
Chhattisgarh also registered victory against her
opponent Avantika to enter

into the final of the tournament.
In the boys category,
Emon Bhatt has entered
into semi-final defeating
Shubham Sarangi from
Odisha whereas Parth
Deukar from Maharashtra,
Praduman Singh and
Kamlesh Rath from Odisha
also won their matches to
advance into semis.

Agrawal Sabha Raipur election
to be held on Sep 11
Raipur, Aug 31: The election program of Agrawal
Sabha Raipur was declared on September 11,
2022. A general body meeting of Agarwal Sabha was
held in Agrasen Dham
Raipur in which election
officer Dr Rajesh Khemka
and assistant election officers Ramesh Chandra
Agrawal, Gopal Agrawal,
CA and assistant election
officer
Premchand
Agrawal was present. At
the beginning of the program, Vijay Agarwal,
General Secretary of
Agrawal Sabha, welcomed
everyone, handed over the
stage for the election
process to the Election
Officer.
Agrawal Sabha’s campaign
in-charge
Parmanand Jain informed
that the election officer Dr
Rajesh Khemka wanted to
know from the general
body whether they want
the election or the consensus, many members de-

manded the election and
others demanded the consensus on which the election officer took the decision.
Assistant Election
Officer Ramesh Chandra
Agrawal put the election
program in front of everyone. From August 29 to
August 31, 2022 the election form can be obtained
daily from 11:00 to 3:00 pm.
Enrollment form can be
submitted from 11:00 to
4:00 pm on August 30th

Event to mark the contribution
of tribal heroes at CU
Bilaspur,
Aug
31:
Preparations are going on
in full swing in Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya related
to a conference on the contribution of tribal heroes
in the freedom movement.
Many committees have
been formed in a meeting
held by the teachers and
students of the university
in this regard.
These committees will
conduct the whole event.
The inputs from tribal
students will be taken for
organizing this conference and a movie has also
been prepared on tribal
warriors. As a part of the
event, the film based on
the working style of the
Tribal Commission and

the biographies of the
tribal heroes will also be
shown.
Through this conference, information will be
given about the role of
tribal heroes and their
sacrifice. Under the Amrit
Mahotsav
of
Independence,
the
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes is organizing a program on
the contribution of tribal
heroes in the freedom
struggle, in association
with 125 universities
across the country. In this
series, a program related
to
the
National
Commission
for
Scheduled Tribes is to be
held in the university on
September 8, 2022.

and 31st.
Objection,
scrutiny, decision will be
done in the nomination
form from August 31, 2022
at 4:00 pm. The date of
withdrawal of Enrollment
Form will be September 1,
2022 time 11:00 to 4:00 pm.
The final list of remaining candidate will be published on September 1,
2022 at 4:00 pm. Polling
date is on September 11,
2022 from 10:00 am to 5:00
am will be at one place in
Agrasen Dham and Samta

OBITUARY

silver medalist in recently concluded Commonwealth Games
2022(Badminton - Mixed Team).
The event began with the
lighting of the lamp, a long held
tradition of the school . The cultural programmes that followed
like the inspirational songs and
dances filled everyones heart
with the spirit of joy and togetherness.The yoga performance
by the tiny tots was indeed a
treat to the eyes. Motivational
speech by our young and
dynamic
guest,
Aakarshi
Kashyap inspired the gathering
to be fit and to practice a
healthy lifestyle.
The students displayed formation of the words ‘FIT INDIA’
on the field to remind the audience about the objective of
being fit. The FIT India Mission
encourages schools to play the
role of a catalyst. This involves
teaching and practicing the art

With rituals performed by women near the ponds on occasion of ‘Teej’, the leftover including garlands, coconut
cover etc has been dumped in the pond itself and no action by the authorities.

Convention of Central Bank Employees Association concludes Ch’garh state shooting
Raipur, Aug 31: On
August 27, 2022, the joint
state-level convention of
Madhya Pradesh Central
Bank
Employees
Association and Central
Bank Officer Congress
concluded
at
Hotel
Solitaire,
Jaistamb
Chowk, Raipur in the chief
hospitality of Shailesh
Verma, Area Head of
Central Bank, Raipur
Region. After garlanding
and lighting the lamp on
the portrait of
Sir
Pochkhanwala ji, the
founder of the first
Swadeshi Bank, Shailesh
Verma informed with the
information about the welfare scheme of the bank’s
and said that the interest
rate of the Central Bank is
the most economical and
lowest. MPCBEA General

‘Meet the Champion’ organised by SAI at KPS

Raipur, Aug 31: National Sports
Day is celebrated every year on
August 29 to commemorate
hockey legend Major Dhyan
Chand’s birthday. One of India’s
greatest sportspersons was
born on August 29 in 1905.
Major Dhyan Chand led India to
three Olympic gold medals in
1928, 1932 and 1936.To mark
this day, the Government initiated event ‘Meet the Champion’
,one day sports event was held
at Krishna Public School, Dunda
on Aug 29.
The event was organized by
the Sports Authority of India
(SAI) Ms. Aakarshi Kashyap, an
Indian Badminton player, was
the Guest of Honour at this
event. She was a part of the
national team at the 2018 Asian
Games and was also a part of
the national women’s team that
won the gold medal at South
Asian Games in 2019. She is a

Colony, thus voting will be
held at two places. The
counting of votes will be
done from September 11,
2022 at 7 pm in Jawahar
Nagar, Raipur and all the
nomination work will be
done at Agrasen Bhawan,
Jawahar Nagar, Raipur.
After giving the election
program, views were invited from all the members
and the end of the meeting
was announced, about 800
members were present in
the general meeting.

WASTE IN THE PONDS

of taking care of one’s body
and mind .Schools have to be
the first formal institution
after a student’s home where
physical fitness is taught and
practised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s PAN India
video message was telecasted
for the students. This really
motivated each and everyone
who was the part of this event
to be fit and follow a healthy
balanced diet and to become
the pillars of the nation.
There were also friendly
matches
of
Karate,
Taekwondo ,Wrestling and
Basketball held on the field.
The Chief Guest in her speech
congratulated the school for
such a well organised function.
Executive Director Ashutosh
Tripathi and Principal Priyanka
Tripathi
appreciated
the
efforts of the students and
teachers for making every
aspect of the event a success.
They highly appreciated the
benign presence and support
rendered
by the Sports
Authority
of
India,
Rajnandgoan and Sports
Authority of India, Raipur. On
the whole it was a great event
which concluded amidst great
zeal, excitement and was
wholesome experience.

Secretary, Suresh Bani
said that OP Sharma,
General Secretary of
INBEF, who came from
Delhi, warned about the
dangers of privatisation of
banks, while AICBEC
General Secretary, IS
Putran, a Mumbai resident, urged the young
banker to be aware and or-

ganised.
General
Secretary of Chhattisgarh
Bank
Employees
Association,
Shirish
Nalgundwar advised to be
aware of depression in
family life due to increasing stress among bank employees under workload.
The function was addressed
by
T.K.

Investiture ceremony held
at Columbia Global School

Raipur, Aug 31: The 3rd
Investiture Ceremony was
organized at Columbia
Global School, during
which the School Student
Council was administered
the oath by the Chief Guest
Retd. Justice Mr. Anil
Shukla. The Secretary of
Jan Pragati Education
Society Mr. Harjeet Singh
Hura was the Guest of
Honour, along with the
School
Director
Mr.
Ravinder Singh Hura and
the Principal Mr. Ivan
Smith.
The event was inaugurated by the lighting of the
lamp followed by the welcome speech by Mr. Ivan
Smith, Principal of the
school. He shared his visionary ideas and the purpose of conducting the
school elections. He said
that the students are the fu-

ture leaders and they must
know the importance of
democracy. These elections
will instill the idea of leadership
among
them.
Students from grades 5 to
12 cast their votes to elect
the council. The entire election process began with the
filing of Nominations till
the declaration of results.
The elected School council consists of the Head Boy
Warish Hussain, Head Girl
Ridhima Tanwani, Deputy
Head Boy Chirantan
Satyam, Deputy Head Girl,
Shruti Saw, Sports Captain
Sakshi Verma, Deputy
Sports Captain Nilesh
Nirala, Cultural Captain
Afsana Khatun, Deputy
Cultural Captain Saumaya
Sahu, Campus Captain
Ayush
Agarwal
and
Deputy Campus Captain
Harsh Nakarani.

Venkatesh- Nagpur, J. S.
Rao- Mumbai, B.S. GillChandigarh, Mr. Santosh
Jain-Bhopal and Mr.
Nagesh Dande Nagpur in
their remarks gave their
unequivocal opinion on
the issues like unnecessary memo-chargesheet,
inter-state transfer, pension updation and five
days week. The contribution of Kamal Jain,
Randhir Kumar, Dilip
Maynil, Ganesh Mishra,
KS Ravi, Pradeep Verma,
Shyam Pushkar, Shankar
Lal Chhatri and Ms.
Diksha Dongre was commendable in making the
conference a success. The
entire convention was conceptualized, organized and
staged
by
MPCBEA
President, Niranjan Singh
Yadav.

competition from Sep 6
Central Chronicle News
Raipur,
Aug
31:
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Rifle Association has
started preparations for
the state level shooting
competition in an exercise to improve the talent of shooting in
Chhattisgarh. The one
week long competition
will start from 6th
September and will end
on 13th September. The
shooters who succeed
in this competition will
be able to participate in
East Zone and PreNational All India GV
Mavalankar Shooting
C o m p e t i t i o n .

Association general
secretary,
Rakesh
Gupta informed that
this competition will be
organised at Mana
Shooting Range in
Raipur, 4th Battalion of
Chhattisgarh Armed
Forces, in which talents
from all over the state
will participate. Apart
from rifle shooting of
50m, 25m and 10m,
there will also be pistol
competitions. The competition will be conducted in men’s and
women’s categories on
the basis of different
age groups as per the
norms
of
NRAI
Matchbook-2022.

Tata Starbucks opens its
first store in Raipur
Raipur, Aug 31: Tata Starbucks
Private Limited announced its
entry into Chhattisgarh with the
opening of its first store in
Raipur. With this entry,
Starbucks is now serving customers spanning over 30 cities
across the country. The new
store will offer customers
Starbucks’ signature beverages,
as well as food options, while
creating a welcoming Third Place
experience for all.
“This year marks Tata
Starbucks’ 10th year in India, and
we’re delighted to have expanded our presence in the country to
over 30 cities with 282 stores by
creating a culture of warmth and
belonging. Raipur is known for its
rich culture and vibrant heritage,
and we are delighted to bring our
authentic Starbucks experience
to Chhattisgarh.” said Sushant
Dash, CEO, Tata Starbucks Pvt.
Ltd. “By strengthening our presence in Central India, the new
market entry is aligned with our
long-term vision for Starbucks
growth in India.” Located at the
Currency Tower in one of
Raipur’s most prominent areas,
the natural and inviting atmos-

phere of the new stories inspired
by Starbucks’ iconic Siren and its
commitment to the coffee community. With the presence of
light green clay tiles, blonde
wood and black metal accents,
the ambience of the store is modern yet soothing. Honoring the
craftsmanship of local hammered metalwork and the geometry of the age-old Godna art
form, the store also adorns a
large custom artwork near the
entry, depicting the rolling landscape of a coffee farm. The new
store will offer Starbucks’ signature beverages and food options
including the all-time favourites
such as Java Chip Frappuccino,
Cafe Mocha, Signature Hot
Chocolate
and
Caramel

Macchiato. As an accompaniment to the array of coffee offerings, a range of delectable food
items such as the Egg White &
Chicken in Multigrain Croissant,
Dutch Truffle Gateau, Red Velvet
& Orange Cake, Chilli Cheese
Toast, Basil Tomato & Mozzarella
Cheese
Sandwich,
Butter
Croissant, Kakori Kebab Wrap
etc. can also be enjoyed by the
customers. Starbucks merchandise and free Wi-Fi is also available in the store. In addition, the
company will bring the My
Starbucks Rewards loyalty program to the city, which provides
members with rewards and personalized benefits as they make
Starbucks a part of their daily
lives.

Vishwabandhu Majumdar

‘Battling all odds, women in Parsa script tales of women’s empowerment’

Raipur:
Vishwabandhu
Majumdar,
R/o
Changorabhata,
Raipur,
breathed his last here on
Wednesday. He was 79. The
final rites were performed
at Marwari crematorium.
He was father of Meena
Majumdar and father of
Hema and Reena and grandfather of Nitin and Pankaj.

Surguja, Aug 31: ‘When you
empower a man, you empower an individual but when
you empower a woman, you
empower the whole family’.
That is the power of women’s
empowerment and that
makes it all the more important. The women of Parsa in
Chhattisgarh are a glowing
example of how enabling
women to get employment
improves not just their financial condition, but also enhances their ability to care
for their families.
Veena Devagan recently
appeared for her class 12
exams, but she is no 17-yearold. In fact, she is a mother of
two—18-year-old daughter

Kiran, who will appear for
her class 12 boards next year
and son, Babu, 15. This is not
a usual household but such
households, where females
are taking the lead, stepping
out of their comfort zones
and challenging the societal
diktats, are quite common in
Parsa in Chhattisgarh.
“I used to just be a stay-athome mother. I could not continue my education after
class 10 and since this is a
tribal area, I never could understand what kind of work I
can do. In the year 2012, I
used to sew at home, but then
thanks to the CSR activities
of the Adani Foundation, I
was taken on board as a

sewing trainer. All I ever
wanted was to feel useful and
work. This has now made us
realise that women can be
achievers too in the villages
and can be self-reliant. We
just decided to make the most
of out of the company’s sup-

port. It is because of them
that I could go back and finish my studies and I also
wish to study further in college,” Veena reveals.
Veena, just like many
other women in the villages,
has benefitted from Adani

Enterprises Limited’s CSR
activities in the 14 core and
peripheral villages of Parsa
East and Kanta Basan
(PKEB) coal block. In order
to engage the rural women in
income generation activities
and to promote women entrepreneurship, a registered
Women Cooperative Society
titled Mahila Udyami
Bahuddeshiy
Sahakari
Samiti (MUBSS) was started
in the year 2016 consisting of
250 members from the area.
Vedhmati Uikey, Vice
President of MUBSS, reveals
that initially it was difficult
to convince women to be a
part of this.
“People, particularly men,

used to talk ill about us. We
are not that educated, and we
were not aware about how to
go about it.
This was back in 2017. The
men were against this and
tried to stop us. But we didn’t
give up. We got MUBSS registered and since then we have
been working with the Adani
Foundation,” she says. The
initiative focuses on creating
a multidimensional impact
on the lives of the rural
women by mobilising them
into cooperative society and
enhancing their capability
and risk-taking capacity. The
ultimate goal is to improve
the social and economic status of the families of the

women associated with the
cooperative society by providing better education, better health and hygiene and
social cohesiveness and harmony.
“At the Adani Foundation,
we too believe in empowering
women, their families and
the entire community. The
women empowerment initiatives focus on providing rural
women opportunity to make
proper use of the choices, opportunities and spaces available to them,” a spokesperson from the Adani
Foundation shares.
This is just the beginning
and as they say— empowered
women empower women.
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Farmer fails to take crop in his own land
Due to construction of ‘badhan’ in pond near his farm land
Central Chronicle News
Dongargaon, Aug 31:
Due to carelessness on
part
of
the
Gram
Panchayat a farmer of
Gram Manipur is unable
to take crop in his farm.
Complaint in this regard
has been lodged with senior officers for last many
years, but so far no officer
has come to site to hear
the complaint or grievances of the farmer and
find amicable solution.
One farmer of Gram
Manikpur
dependent
upon Gram Panchayat
Dhangaon of Churiya
Janpad
viz.
Montu
Nishad, S/o Ramprasad,
caste Kenwat is unable to
take crop in his 0.317 hect
land. A complaint in this
regard has been lodged
with the Collector. In the
application submitted

about one & half months
back on July 15, the farmers cited his complaint to
the Collector saying that
in 2012 under MGNREGS

the RCC work is reduced.
On account of this the
farmer could not take a
single crop for last 10
years.
It is notable here that
this farmer is not having
any other source of earning livelihood and due to
which he is unable to provide food and shelter to his
family members. The
farmer even after having a
small piece of farm is
forced to work as labourer
in other's farm.
On the other hand,
while taking to Gram
Panchayat 'Sachiv' it was
informed that due to 'badhan' from BRGF funds, the
water gets filled into
farmer's farm and due to
which he is facing loss. For
this, farmer has given application to senior officer
and soon an alternative
will be found.

p

By presenting them
with Sports shoes in
prog by RYMC

Central Chronicle News
Pandaria, Aug 31: On occasion of birth anniversary of renowned Hockey
Player and recipient of
Padma Visbhushan Major
Dhyanchand being observed as National Sports
Day, the sports players of
the block were felicitated
with sports shoes by the
Member
Chhattisgarh
Rajya Pichada Varg Aayog
Mahesh Chandravanshi in
a programme organised
jointly by Rajiv Yuwa
Mitan Club.

It is notable here that the
Sports Ministry of the
State Government has directed to hold programme
on National Sports Day
and as per instructions
RYMC oragnised 'Khel
Mahotsav'. In this series

Aayog's member Mahesh
Chandravanshi felicitated
the sports players from
Pandaria block at Sai
Sadan Mohgaon under
Pandaria VS area in the
Khel Mahotsav organised
by RYMC and distributed

SXHS Bharni celebrate National Sports Day
Central Chronicle News
Bilaspur, Aug 31: Sports
and games are an integral
part of our daily life and
have become a way of life
for a healthy and fit India.
Sports play a pivotal role in
the make up of a young athlete. National sports day is
celebrated on 29th of august every year.
It marks the birth anniversary of
Hockey
Legend, Major Dhyan
Chand who is regarded as
the greatest Hockey player
of all times. To mark the
significance of National
Sports Day St. Xavier's High
School organized several
activities to inculcate the
feeling of true sportsmanship among the Students
and to enhance their physical and social skills.
Apart from this a friendly football match was

played between Kalam and
Newton House. Students
participated in all such activities with great enthusiasm. Sports and games
offer students a change
from the monotony of daily
life. They are also a useful
means of entertainment
and physical activity for
them. On this special day
district's
DSO(District

Dr Khan distributes
fruits and sweets at
old-age home

Sports Officer) Awadh
Chandrakar was present as
chief guest.
He gave a motivational
speech in which he advised
everyone to participate in
the field of sports and also
told many benefits of doing
sports activities. J. S.
Hundal, Principal delivered
a speech focusing on the
benefits of different sports

Central Chronicle News

asked about their wellbeing and health. He asked
about their problems and
assured for a positive solution. On this occasion
along with Dr Khan his
wife Mrs Arsmeena Khan,
son Rafiq Abdullha Khan
and former principal of
Girl's Degree College
Sheela Tiwari were present.

and how the aspiring
youth's energy can be utilized in reconstructing a nation and its glory on the
International front.
He further highlighted
that Sports can develop
multiple qualities like
sense of togetherness, leadership, skills, stamina,
planning, patriotism and
teamwork.

Ganeshotsav begins with
pomp and devotion
Central Chronicle News
Birkoni, Aug 31: Like every
year in village Birkoni, this
year also the preparations
for Ganeshotsav are going
on in full swing in different
region of the city. This year
Ganesh pandals are being
seen from place to place and
on Wednesday 31st August,
the favorite day of Lord
Ganesha, father of Mahadev,
the giver of Riddhi-Siddhi,
will be given a warn welcome.
Members of Ganesh Utsav

Bilaspur, Aug 31: On the
occasion of his birthday
Congress
leader
Dr
Hamidullah Khan visited
Kalyan Kunj Old-age
Home at Police Line and
distributed fruits and
sweets amongst old-age
home inmates and took
their blessings. Dr Khan

Central Chronicle News
Dongargaon, Aug 31:
Under the 'Ghar-Ghar
Tiranga' campaign, people
are displaying the national
flag in their house even
after Aug 15. Though as per
the National Flag Conduct
2022, any Indian citizen can
hoist the flag throughout
the year, but everyone has
to pay attention to its respect and honour.
This year in entire India,
people right from government institutions to houses have hoisted the national flag in the offices and in
their houses. But with
passing of time there is fall
in respect of the flag and
flags in the houses seems
to be hoisted in wrong
manner.
At the time of hoisting
of the national flag, there

Sports players felicitated by
Member CRPV Aayog

Construction
work limit hiked
to Rs 50 lakh
Gourela,
Pendra,
Marwahi, Aug 31: The
Panchayat
and
Rural
Development Department of
the state government has
fixed the limit of works being
executed by the Gram
Panchayat to Rs 50 lakh now.
Circular in this regard has
been sent to all the Collectors
and District and Janpad
Panchayats CEOs. In the circular it has been mentioned
that earlier instructions were
given to carry out implementation of construction work
through Gram Panchayat
upto Rs 20 lakh. But with
changes into list of departmental rates, there is hike in
the construction cost and
therefore the amount of
work
through
Gram
Panchayat for schemes of
Rural Development department be hiked to Rs 50 lakh.

pond construction work was
done in the village and in this
for overflow of
water, a permanent construction was done
and in this no
gate was constructed.
It was just
near this pond
that the farmer
is having land
and due to
height of the
permanent
construction in
the pond, water
always used to
get stored in
his farm. In
this regard the farmer
submitted application to
the Janpad Panchayat, but
till date no gate was constructed, nor the height of

Pay due respect to
National Flag after I-Day

Samiti are engaged in decorating the Ganesh pandal
and many committee members are engaged in cleaning
the street and decorating the
court to decorate the pandal.
There is a huge enthusiasm
among the children regarding Ganesh Chaturthi and
youth organizations are also
actively participating. Apart
from being seated in pandals, many people are eager
to celebrate Chaturthi festival with pomp by giving Lord
Ganpati a warm welcome in
their home too.

sports shoes to all the
players.
This particular programme by RYMC is being
hailed by member of the
Ayog and state government as well. In this programme, Chandravanshi,
along with meber SC
Development Authority
Dinesh Kosaria, former
Block
President
Ramkumar
Thakur,
District
spokesman
Gautam Sharma, Janpad
member
Raju
Chandravanshi, Sarpanch
Dildar Khan, Dy. Sarpanch
Gajpati Chandravanshi,
Panch Sriman Durgesh
Chandravanshi, Naresh,
Nayan Karimati, Kanta
Raitapara, Dadu were
present.

Humidity rise
spikes patients with
cough and cold
Rajnandgaon, Aug 31:
After the continuous
change in weather, and persistent rise in humidly, now
the number of patients
with cough cold and seasonal ailments has also increased.
From Pendri
Medical College Hospital to
Basantpur Medical College
Hospital, of the region
there are a lot of patient ,
and most of the patients
are reportedly suffering
from cold-cough, viral fever
etc. About one thousand patients suffering from seasonal diseases are reaching
the OPDs of government
hospitals every day and getting treatment. With the increase in the number of patients, the problems of hospital management have
also increased. According
to the information received
from the hospital sources,
apart from Pendri Medical
College, more than one
thousand patients are getting treatment every day in
the district hospital at
Basantpur, as well as in the
community health centers
located in the wards.

BRIEF

AAP MLAs hold dharna
outside CBI office

No FIR lodged
for disrespect to
national flag

was lot of enthusiasm
among the citizens on completion of 75 years of
Independence being celebrated as 'Azadi Ka Amrut
Mahotsav'.
During this flag was
hoisted in almost every
house, but the citizens now
have to understand that
the honour and respect
with which the people have
hoisted the flag, in the
same way it should be

taken down and folded
back and kept safety at
home.
While bringing down the
flag, it should not touch the
soil and it needs to be
saved from seasonal
changes or keeping it
drenched or from animals
or birds. It should not be
used to decorate in tables
or any other place and it is
even banned to be used as
cloth for wearing.

For respect of the National
flag guideline has been issued for
every Indian citizen, but the police does not seems to be serious
about it. About 15 days back, demand for action against the person using the flag in the rally by a
regional MLA on behalf of AAP
was made to the police and prior
to this the BJP party workers too
have submitted a memorandum
to Dongargaon police for filing of
FIR in this case. But till date for
FIR has been lodged and when
the case was forwarded to senior
officers, they just took it lightly.
Whereas in such sensitive case
related to national flag, the officers should have taken action
and filing FIR should have presented an example to others.

‘B’ level Ops conducted with
151st Battalion personnel
Central Chronicle News

Battalion, taking all
safety precautions,
distributed women's
dress,
women's
kurta, mosquito net,
lungi, chocolates
and biscuits to the
needy villagers.
The program was
highly appreciated
by the villagers. In
which the villagers
saw the human attitude of the force personnel. PK Singh
Commandant 151st
Battalion also informed about the
medical facilities
available in the Field
Hospital at Palmed
of the force and requested for free use
of medical facilities.

Konta, Aug 31: Under
the command of Singh
Commandant
151
Battalion, a 'B' Level Ops
(SCO) was conducted
with personnel of 204
COBRA
and
151
Battalion.
PK
Singh
Commandant
151st
Battalion discussed with
Jarapalli villagers their
problems and other developmental issues. Also
organized civic action
program for the villagers
in the presence of Arun
Kumar II in command
204 COBRA and other officers.
In which PK Singh
Commandant
151st

Kamalnath conducts meeting of DROs

An artisan gives final
touches to an idol of
Lord Ganesha for the
Ganesh Chaturthi celebrations, in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

Mishap
Katni: As many as 12
cows were killed and
three injured when a
speeding truck ran
over them on the
Jabalpur-Rewa bypass
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Katni district, police
said on Wednesday. The
incident took place
near Transport Nagar
area on Tuesday when
the cows were squatting on the road.

Manhandle
Thane: A station master was manhandled
by a mob of commuters on the VasaiDiva railway route in
Maharashtra as
MEMU trains were
running behind
schedule, the Railway
Police said on
Wednesday. Angry
commuters staged a
protest at Kaman
Road railway station
in the Palghar district
on Tuesday for over 90
minutes before charging at the station master. A quick intervention by the
Government Railway
Police (GRP) prevented the situation from
going out of control.

Stolen
Meerut: A one-day-old
baby has been allegedly
stolen from a government medical college
and hospital here, police said on Wednesday.
In a complaint, Neenu
said his wife Dolly gave
birth to their child on
Monday. A youth posing as an employee of
the LLRM Medical
College Hospital befriended them saying
he too has a patient admitted there. The next
day around 10:30 am
the youth told them
that their baby needs to
be vaccinated following
which Dolly handed
over the child to him,
Neenu told the police.

AAP MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj and others gather outside
CBI headquarters demanding a probe into the alleged
Operation Lotus of BJP to topple opposition-ruled state
governments, in New Delhi, Wednesday, Demand probe
into BJP’s alleged ‘Operation Lotus’

New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
A delegation of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) sat on a
dharna outside the CBI
headquarters here on
Wednesday after it went to
meet agency director
Subodh Kumar Jaiswal to
demand a probe into alleged
attempts to topple non-BJP
government but was not allowed entry. The AAP had

earlier in the day said it
would meet Jaiswal to demand a probe into the alleged attempts to unseat
non-BJP governments in
various states by the saffron
party by poaching legislators under ‘Operation
Lotus’. The 10-member delegation of AAP MLAs
reached the CBI headquarters to meet its director at 3
pm even though his office

had not given any response
to their request for the
meeting. “This proves that
the CBI functions at the behest of the BJP... I had also
requested an appointment
with the CBI director but I
am yet to get any response,”
AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh told reporters
after he joined the protest
outside the agency headquarters. Singh termed as
unfortunate the CBI’s refusal to allow AAP legislators to meet the agency director and lodge a complaint, saying even an ordinary police station receives
complaints from the people
when they reach there.
“But here, elected MLAs
of Delhi who want to lodge
a complaint against the
BJP’s Operation Lotus in
Delhi have been made to
stand outside the CBI headquarters for an hour,” he
charged.

Central Chronicle News
Bilaspur,
Aug
31:
Former MP CM and
MPCC Chief Kamalnath
called an urgent meeting
of District Returning
Officers (DROs) at his
Bhopal residence. In this
meeting DROs of all the 54
districts were present. Dr

Hamidullah Khan was
also present in the meeting as DRO.
Addressing the meeting
Kamalnath asked DROs to
take preparations for the
coming assembly elections with sincerity and
dedication. He asked them
to take the policies of
party among the common

masses and win their
hearts.
He gave example of ordinary worker rising to
the post of Mayor and
MLA due their live public
contact with the common
Officer
Tarun Tyagi,
State Election In-charge
Rajeev Singh and others
were present.

Arrested
Ahmedabad: The
Gujarat Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS) has detained two men from
Kutch district for their
alleged involvement in
receiving and transporting 38 kg of heroin,
seized by the Punjab
police a few days back,
an official said on
Wednesday. Umar
Khamisa Jat and
Hamda Harun Jat were
nabbed from Lakkhi
village in Lakhpat taluka of the Kutch district
on Tuesday and
brought to the ATS
headquarters here for
questioning.

A double-decker bus parked at a city street before a trial run, ahead of Durga Puja festival in Kolkata, Wednesday.

King cobra hitches ride in
car for over 200 km

‘UP tops in number of convictions in
women-related crime, cybercrime’
Lucknow, Aug 31 (PTI):
The Uttar Pradesh government has claimed that
the state tops the list in the
number of convictions in
women-related crime, cybercrime and seizure of
firearms in 2021 as per the
latest National Crime
Record Bureau report.
Uttar Pradesh’s crime
rate in different categories
including murder, loot, dacoity, crime against
women, rape, crime
against children was less
compared to other states
and there was only one
riot incident in 2021, an official statement issued on
Tuesday night said.
Uttar Pradesh, the country’s most populous state,

NCRB REPORT
is at the 23rd place in
terms of the crime rate,
which is crime incidence
per lakh people. However,
Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s office termed
Uttar Pradesh as the
“safest state”.
The state got the success
due to the zero tolerance
policy of Adityanath
against crime and criminals, an official spokesperson said.
Uttar Pradesh is placed
at the 23rd spot among 28
states and eight Union territories as far as the crime
rate is concerned, the
statement said.
As per NCRB-2021 data,

the state is on the top
among other states in the
country in the number of
convictions in crimes related to women, cybercrime and seizure of
firearms, it said.
“The number of convictions in women-related
crime was 7,713 while it
was 292 in cyber crimes. A
total of 1,12,800 people
were convicted in crimes
related to IPC. Besides, the
number of convictions in
seizure of arms was 40,212
in 2021,” the statement
said.
The state is at the second place in the country in
arresting people accused
in various cases under the
Indian Penal Code, it said,
adding a total of 4,43,304

arrests were made in 2021.
Uttar Pradesh stands at
the fourth place in recovery of illegal property and
the police have recovered
such property worth Rs
129.4 crore, while it stands
at 16th place in recovery of
fake Indian currency
notes, the statement said.
Under the crime against
women in India, 4,28,278
cases under the IPC were
registered in the country
in 2021, whereas in UP the
number was 56,083, it said.
“The total number of
rapes was 31,677 in the
country while in UP this
number was 2,845. The
crime rate of the state is
2.6 in comparison to the
crime rate of 4.8 in the
country.

Kottayam (Kerala), Aug 31 (PTI):
A king cobra travelled
in a car for over 200 km
and lived in its engine bay
for a week before being finally rescued by wildlife
personnel in Kerala, according to the vehicle
owner.
The incident was reported from Arpookara here.
The forest officials rescued the 10-foot-long snake
from the compound of an
individual
here
on
Wednesday, and said they
would release it in a safe
place later.
The venomous reptile
was believed to have
crawled into the car of
Sujith, a resident of
Arpookara,
from

Malappuram when he
went there on August 2.
He said some local people had told him that the
snake was seen getting
into his car when it was
parked near a check-post
at Vazhikadavu there.
But, he could not find
the unwelcome guest, he
said.
A sense of anxiety
gripped him and his family as they came across a
snake skin (probably the
reptile moulted) that was
found hanging out of the
car on Sunday.
Again a thorough check
of the car was made, but
the creepy crawler was not
spotted.
Instead, it was found in
the compound of a house,

Patna, Aug 31 (PTI):

Jain devotees offer prayers on the occasion of ‘Samvatsari’, the last day of
‘Paryushan’ festival, in Ahmedabad, Wednesday.

‘Chintan Shivir’ to
improve functioning
of AIIMS from today
New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
In a first, a two-day
‘Chintan Shivir’ (brainstorming session) aimed
at improving the functioning of All India Institutes
of
Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) across the country will begin on Thursday
here, official sources said
on Wednesday.
The experts and stakeholders will hold deliberations aimed at developing
institutional practices and
mechanisms to make facilities available at ease to
the patients, they said.
As part of the ‘Vision:
AIIMS @2030’, all individual AIIMS will strive to be
centres of excellence
(CoE) in identified speciality, super-speciality, teaching, learning, research
and patient care, the
sources said. The Chintan

Shivir will be attended by
all directors and other experts and doctors from
various AIIMS and other
central medical colleges,
they
Besides AIIMS Delhi,
six new AIIMS — Bihar
(Patna),
Chhattisgarh
(Raipur), Madhya Pradesh
(Bhopal),
Odisha
(Bhubaneswar), Rajasthan
(Jodhpur)
and
Uttarakhand (Rishikesh)
— were approved in phase
1 of the Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya
Suraksha
Yojana (PMSSY) and are
fully functional.
Out of the 16 AIIMS established between 2015
and 2022, MBBS classes
and outpatient department services have been
started in 10 institutes,
while only MBBS classes
have been started in another two.

500 km away from his
house this morning.
As the neighbours were
also aware about the doubt
shared by Sujith about the
suspected presence of the
snake in his car, they informed him soon, who in
turn alerted the wildlife
personnel.
The presence of the
snake in a place where
king cobras are not normally seen caused curiosity and concern among
local residents.
The forest officials also
said it may have reached
here safely under the vehicle.
It was shifted to the forest office later and would
be released in a safe place,
they added.

Nitish shares stage with KCR, lashes out at Modi govt

RELIGIOUS GATHERING

Resign
Srinagar: Former PCC
president Peerzada
Mohammad Sayeed on
Wednesday resigned
from Congress and
pledged support to veteran leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad, who is likely to float his political
party in Jammu and
Kashmir. There has
been an exodus from
the Jammu and
Kashmir unit of the
Congress since Azad
quit the party on
Friday, with 64 more
leaders including a former deputy chief minister resigning on
Tuesday.

READY FOR TRIAL RUN

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar Wednesday
lashed
out
at
the
Narendra Modi government in the Centre and
criticised its excessive
prachaar-prasaar (publicity) besides its alleged lack
of sensitivity towards the
needs of the states.
Addressing a function
here
alongside
K
Chandrasekhar Rao, his
Telangana counterpart,
Kumar took a veiled dig at
BJP which has undertaken an aggressive campaign to expand its base in
the southern state.
Your adversaries speak
a lot against you. Little do
they realize what stuff
you are made of. You were
the one whose singleminded struggle led to the

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar with Telangana counterpart K
Chandrashekar Rao during a meeting in Patna,
Wednesday.
creation of Telangana.
The people will never
desert you , Kumar, the de
facto leader of the JD(U),
said.
His teaming with ‘KCR’,

INHUMAN TORTURE

‘Tribal help has scars all over
body, teeth missing’
Ranchi, Aug 31 (PTI):
A tale of inhuman torture has unfolded since
Sunita, a 29-year-old help
who was allegedly held
captive at now-suspended
BJP leader Seema Patra’s
residence in Ranchi, was
rescued by the police, an
officer here said.
Patra, wife of a retired
IAS officer, was arrested
earlier in the day.
The accused leader, who
had been evading arrest
since a complaint was
lodged in the case by her
son’s friend, was apprehended from her posh
Ashok Nagar locality residence in Ranchi when she
had gone there to collect
some of her belongings,
the police officer said.
According to Argora
Police Station in-charge
Vinod Kumar, Sunita was

recovered in an “indescribable condition” on
the night of August 22.
“She had severe wounds
and burn marks all over
her body, as examined by a
woman officer. She looked
highly malnourished,”
Kumar told PTI.
Kumar also said that the
29-year-old help, in her
statement, claimed that
she was “held captive for
eight years”.
A video of Sunita narrating her ordeal had gone
viral on social media, following which clamour for
Patra’s arrest had grown
louder across the state and
elsewhere. Patra was subsequently suspended.
“She is in a state of trauma. Sunita claimed that
she was made to lick her
urine Many of her teeth
are missing. She was allegedly hit with iron

rods,” another police officer said, adding that the
29-year-old is undergoing
treatment at Rajendra
Institute of
Medical
Sciences (RIMS).
Vivek Basky, a friend of
Patra’s son, had approached the police to inform them about Sunita,
following which the police
lodged an FIR under various provisions of the
SC/ST Act and IPC, and
conducted a raid at the
Ashok Nagar residence.
The victim’s statement
was recorded before a
magistrate on Tuesday.
Patra, following her arrest, claimed that she was
innocent and “being
framed” in the case.
Meanwhile, a team from
the National Commission
for Women met Sunita at
RIMS to take a note of her
present condition.

as Rao is popularly called,
is being seen as an important step in the direction
of achieving opposition
unity.
Kumar’s speech was

preceded by KCR giving
cheques of Rs 10 lakh each
to five soldiers from the
state who were killed in
the stand-off with Chinese
troops in Galwan valley of
Ladakh in 2020.
The Telangana CM, who
heads Telangana Rastra
Samiti, also gave away
cheques of Rs five lakh
each to family members of
12 migrant labourers from
Bihar who died in a fire in
Hyderabad in March.
Your gesture of paying
ex-gratia to the dead soldiers is exemplary. They
did not die in your state
but in a far-off place. It is
truly magnanimous, said
Kumar, who recently
dumped BJP, joined the
m u l t i - p a r t y
‘Mahagathbandhan’ and
formed a new government.

Man takes pregnant wife to
govt hospital on push-cart
only to find staff absent
Damoh (MP), Aug 31 (PTI):
Authorities have started
an inquiry after a video
showing the husband of a
pregnant woman carrying
her to hospital on a pushcart for want of ambulance emerged from
Madhya Pradesh’s Damoh
district.
When Kailash Ahirwal
and his wife reached the
local
government-run
Arogya Kendra after the
one-km journey, there was
no doctor or nurse there,
he alleged.
The incident took place
at Raneh village, 60 km
from the Damoh district
headquarters on Tuesday,
and a video of Ahirwal
taking his wife on a pushcart became viral on social
media. R P Kori, block
medical officer at Hatta,
said he had come across

the video and an inquiry
will be conducted. Notices
will be issued to the concerned employees as to
why an ambulance was
not provided to ferry the
pregnant woman to hospital, he said. Ahirwal said
that after his wife began to
have labour pains on
Tuesday, he called the 108
government ambulance
service but no ambulance
came for two hours.
He then put her on a
push-cart and took her to
the local Arogya Kendra
where no nurse or doctor
was available, he claimed.
Later she was shifted to
Hatta by a government
ambulance, but after not
getting proper treatment
there, she was shifted to
the Damoh district hospital where she was now
under medical supervision, he added.
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Taiwan forces fire at drones
flying over island near China
Taipei, Aug 31 (AP):
Taiwan’s military on
Wednesday said it fired
warning shots at drones
from China flying over its
outposts just off the
Chinese coastline, underscoring heightened tensions and the self-ruled island’s resolve to respond
to new provocations.
Taiwan’s forces said in a
statement that troops took
the action on Tuesday
after drones were found
hovering over the Kinmen
island group.
The
statement
on
Wednesday referred to the
unmanned aerial vehicles
as being of civilian use”,
but gave no other details.
It said the drones returned to the nearby
Chinese city of Xiamen
after the shots were fired.
Taiwan previously fired
only flares as warnings.
The incident comes
amid heightened tensions

after China fired missiles
into the sea and sent
planes and ships across
the dividing line in the
Taiwan Strait earlier this
month.
It followed angry rhetoric from Beijing over a trip
to Taiwan by House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the
highest-ranking US dignitary to visit the island in
25 years.
China claims Taiwan as
its own territory and its
recent actions have been
viewed as a rehearsal of a
possible blockade or invasion.
China’s drills brought
strong condemnation from
Taiwan’s chief ally, the US,
along with fellow regional
democracies such as
Australia and Japan.
Some of China’s missiles
early in August fell into
nearby Japan’s exclusive
economic zone.
Taiwan maintains control over a range of islands

in the Kinmen and Matsu
groups in the Taiwan
Strait, a relic of the effort
by Chiang Kai-shek’s
Nationalists to maintain a
foothold on the mainland
after being driven out by
Mao
Zedong’s
Communists amid civil
war in 1949.
Taiwan’s
Defence
Ministry said China’s actions failed to intimidate
the island’s 23 million people, saying they had only
hardened support for the
armed forces and the status quo of de-facto independence.
Officials said anti-drone
defences were being
strengthened, part of a
12.9 per cent increase in
the Defence Ministry’s annual budget next year. The
government is planning to
spend an additional 47.5
billion New Taiwan dollars (USD 1.6 billion), for a
total of 415.1 billion NTD
(USD 13.8 billion) for the

UN chief Guterres to travel to
flood-hit Pakistan next week
New York/Islamabad, Aug 31 (PTI):
UN
chief
Antonio
Guterres will travel to
flood-hit Pakistan next
week for a solidarity visit
and also to see how the UN
is working to support the
government’s efforts to provide assistance to millions
of people impacted by the
unprecedented floods.
The visit was announced
after
cash-strapped
Pakistan government on
Tuesday teamed up with
the United Nations and issued a flash appeal for USD
160 million to deal with the
disaster that has displaced
over 33 million people in
the country that has become the “ground zero” of
global warming.
The country-wide death
toll touched 1,162 on
Wednesday, with 3,554 injured and over 33 million
displaced, according to the
data released by the

National
Disaster
Management Authority
(NMDA), the chief national
body tasked to deal with
calamities.
In a statement, the UN
said on Tuesday that
Secretary-General
Guterres will travel to
Pakistan for a solidarity
visit given the tragic situation facing millions of
men, women and children
impacted by historic floods.
The Secretary-General is
expected to arrive in
Islamabad on September 9
and will then travel to the
areas most impacted by the
unprecedented climate ca-

tastrophe.
Guterres will meet with
displaced families and will
also witness how the UN is
working, in collaboration
with its humanitarian
partners, to support the
government’s relief efforts
and provide assistance to
millions of people.
He is expected back in
New York on September 11.
Pakistan’s
Foreign
Affairs
Spokesperson
Asim Iftikhar Ahmad welcomed the UN chief ’s visit,
and said: it will contribute
in a big way to our collective effort to highlight the
impact of this disaster .
“His visit will further
mobilise international assistance,”
he
added.
Earlier, in a video message
on Tuesday on the flash appeal in support of the
Pakistan Flood Response
Plan, Guterres said the
country is awash in suffering.”

year.
The US is also reportedly preparing to approve a
USD 1.1 billion defence
package for Taiwan that
would include anti-ship
and air-to-air missiles to
be used to repel potential
Chinese invasion attempt.
Following the Chinese
drills, the US sailed two
warships through the
Taiwan Strait, which
China has sought to designate as its sovereign waters. Foreign delegations
from the US, Japan and
European nations have
continued to arrive to lend
Taipei diplomatic and economic support.
Arizona Gov. Doug
Ducey is currently visiting Taiwan to discuss production of semiconductors, the critical chips that
are used in everyday electronics and have become a
battleground in the technology competition between the US and China.

C E N T R A L

Chronicle
The good, bad and ugly of
the Rupee hitting an all-time
low against the Dollar
ndian National Rupee (INR) has not been in
Ihas been
news for the right reasons so far this year. It
dragged down by the perfect storm of in-

Malaysian school-based Government-owned youth organization KRS hold national flags parade during the 65th
National Day celebrations at Independence Square in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Wednesday, Aug. 31. The Federation
of Malaya gained its independence from Britain on Aug. 31, in 1957.

Japan’s Defense Ministry
made an opaque budget request for the coming year
on Wednesday without specifying the costs of missiles
for pre-emptive strikes and
dozens of other arms, as
well as its development
plans, as the government
aims to drastically raise
Japan’s arms capability.
The ministry said it can
disclose details only after
the
government
in
December adopts a new national security strategy and
defense guidelines, which
are being revised to fundamentally reinforce Japan’s
military capability over the
next five years.
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida promised the military reinforcement to
President Joe Biden during
his visit to Japan in May as
the two countries strengthen their security alliance

amid China’s increasing
military activity in the region.
Japan has been also expanding its military cooperation with friendly nations
in the Asia-Pacific region
and Europe.
Only a partial sum of 5.6
trillion yen (USD 40.4 billion) was disclosed for 2023,
but the ministry’s budget
plan could rise to around 6.5
trillion yen (USD 47 billion),
up 20 per cent from this
year, Japanese media said.
Japan caps annual defense spending at 1 per cent
of its GDP, but Kishida’s
governing party proposes
doubling it in coming years,
citing NATO’s standard of 2
per cent of GDP.
That means Japan’s annual defense spending
would rise to about 10 trillion yen (USD 72 billion), becoming the world’s thirdlargest after the United
States and China.

12 members of SLPP join opposition
in Sri Lankan Parliament
Colombo, Aug 31 (PTI):
A group of 12 members of parliament from
the ruling Sri Lanka
Podujana
Peramuna
(SLPP) coalition, including former minister GL
Peiris who had broken
from the party in April,
on Wednesday officially
joined the opposition,
saying the ruling coalition had lost its social
contract with the people.
The move came a day
after
Sri
Lankan
President
Ranil
Wickremesinghe
appealed to all political parties to join an all-party
government to tackle the
island nation’s worstever economic crisis and
prevent
“strong
economies” from using it
as a “tool of interference.

Apart from Peiris, the
group of 12 leaders of
the SLPP who crossed
over to the opposition includes
Dullas
Alahapperuma, Dilan
Perera and Nalaka
Godahewa among the
rest others.
The move by the 12
SLPP lawmakers will
have no impact on the
stability of the government led by President
Wickremesinghe.
Alahapperuma had unsuccessfully contested
the parliamentary vote
against Wickremesinghe
in mid-July to elect a stop
gap president for the resigned
Gotabaya
Rajapaksa.
Announcing the cross
over, Peiris said that the
ruling coalition had lost
its social contract with

the people.
He alleged that all aspirations of SLPP supporters have been destroyed
and if people want an
election it must be held
to uphold democracy.
The group of 12 leaders in April had demanded the resignation of the
then prime minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa to
form an all-party interim
government
under
Gotabaya Rajapaksa.
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in
mid-July succumbed to
raging public protests
calling for his resignation for his mishandling
of the economic crisis.
He fled the country to the
Maldives
and
then
reached Singapore. From
Singapore, he flew to
Thailand where he can
stay for 90 days.

US has concerns about any country EAM Jaishankar arrives in UAE on three-day visit
exercising with Russia: White House
Dubai, Aug 31 (PTI):

Washington, Aug 31 (PTI):
The United States has
concerns about any country conducting military
exercises with Russia
which has waged an “unprovoked and brutal” war
against Ukraine, the
White House has said after
Moscow announced the
Vostok 2022 drills will involve more than 50,000
troops from China, India
and several other countries.
Russia said that the
Vostok 2022 military exercises will be held from
September 1 to 7 in different locations in the Far
East and the Sea of Japan
and involve more than
50,000 troops from China,
India and several other

countries.
The exercises will allow
the armies of the participating countries to “practice defensive and offensive operations” at seven
training grounds of the
Eastern Military District
and in maritime and
coastal areas of the Sea of
Okhotsk and the Sea of
Japan,
the
Russian
Defence Ministry was
quoted as saying by the
state-owned TASS news
agency in a statement.
“The strategic maneuvers will bring together
over 50,000 troops and
more than 5,000 items of
armaments and military
hardware, in particular,
140 aircraft, 60 combat
ships, gunboats and support vessels,” it said,

adding that it will engage
troops from China, India,
Laos,
Mongolia,
Nicaragua, Syria and several ex-Soviet nations.
In Washington, White
House Press Secretary
Karen Jean-Pierre, while
responding to questions
on the military exercises
hosted by Russia, said the
US has voiced its concerns.
“The United States has
concerns about any country exercising with
Russia while Russia
wages an unprovoked,
brutal
war
against
Ukraine. But, of course,
every participating country will make its own decisions. And I’ll leave it at
that,” she told reporters
aboard Air Force One on

DAMAGED ROAD

Tuesday.
When she was specifically asked why “not put
any pressure on India”,
Jean-Pierre said, “My
first sentence there is saying that we have concerns
over any country exercising with Russia while
Russia is waging this unprovoked war.”
When the reporter further asked if the US
planned to take any action or do anything about
it, the press secretary
said, “I don’t have anything else to share.”
“But we have — we
have been pretty public —
I’ve been asked this question with other countries
as well, and we’ve been
pretty consistent in our
statements,” she said.

Abdullah during the 14th
India-UAE
Joint
Commission Meeting (JCM)
and
third
India-UAE
Strategic Dialogue.
On Monday, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
said that these meetings
will provide an opportunity
to both the ministers to review the entire spectrum of
comprehensive strategic
partnership between India
and UAE and regional and
global developments.
During
the
visit,
Jaishankar will also meet

other dignitaries of the
UAE. There has been a regular exchange of high-level
interaction between India
and the UAE this year.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited Abu Dhabi on
June 28 and met UAE’s
newly-appointed President
and Ruler of Abu Dhabi
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan and the two leaders reaffirmed their commitment to further deepen
and diversify the bilateral
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. Earlier, both

leaders had also held a virtual summit on February 18
during which India-UAE
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) was signed and a vision statement was adopted.
Both leaders also participated in the I2U2 summit
held virtually on July 14. US
President Joe Biden and
Israeli Prime Minister Yair
Lapid also attended the
summit. The new grouping
is known as ‘I2U2’ with ‘I’
standing for India and
Israel and ‘U’ for the US and
UAE. “Both India and UAE
are committed to moving
forward in their partnership in diverse areas, including trade, investment,
conventional and renewable
energy, food security, health,
skill development, education, culture, defence, space,
consular issues and peopleto-people ties,” the MEA
said in a statement.

Solomon Islands ask navies not to send warships
Canberra, Aug 31 (AP):

People walk on a damaged road next to floodwaters, in Bahrain, Pakistan. Disaster
officials say nearly a half million people in Pakistan are crowded into camps after losing their homes in widespread flooding caused by unprecedented monsoon rains in
recent weeks.

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar arrived here
on Wednesday on a threeday visit to the United Arab
Emirates during which he
would hold talks with his
counterpart from the Gulf
nation Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed and review the comprehensive strategic partnership between the two
countries.
“EAM @DrSJaishankar
arrives in the UAE!
Received by HE Abdulla
Mohammed Al Balooki,
Asst.
Undersecretary
@MoFAICUAE, at Dubai,
along with Amb @sunjaysudhir & Dr. Aman Puri
@cgidubai,” the Indian
Embassy in Abu Dhabi
tweeted.
During his stay in the
UAE, Jaishankar will carry
out the review with his
counterpart
Sheikh

The Solomon Islands
government
on
Wednesday asked countries to not send naval vessels to the South Pacific
nation until approval
processes are overhauled.
The government made
the request after the US
Coast Guard cutter
Oliver Henry and British
navy patrol boat HMS
Spey cancelled planned
port calls last week due
to bureaucratic delays.
The United States and
Britain are among countries concerned that a
new bilateral security
pact between Solomon
Islands and China could
lead to a Chinese naval

base being constructed
less than 2,000 kilometers
(1,200
miles)
off
Australia’s
northeast
coast. Prime Minister
Manasseh Sogavare said
the Oliver Henry crew had
failed to provide required
information in time for
his office to approve the
visit. The Oliver Henry re-

fueled at Papua New
Guinea instead. HMS
Spey withdrew its application to visit, Sogavare
said.
The delay in these approvals demonstrate the
need for the government
to review and refine its
approval requirements
and procedures for visit-

ing military vessels to
Solomon
Islands,
Sogavare said in a statement.
To this end, we have requested our partners to
give us time to review and
put in place our new

processes before sending
further requests for military vessels to enter the
country, Sogavare added.
He said the new process
would universally apply to
all visiting military vessels.

ternational pressures and geopolitical headwinds.
However, the current situation is a necessary wakeup call to regulators and policymakers to strengthen
the currency by making Rupee assets more valuable
to foreign investors via effective tax policies, the exporting of higher-value services, and growth-focused economic strategies. While rising inflation,
tightening monetary policy, and climbing crude oil
prices have made the current fiscal a difficult one
for the INR, the Russia-Ukraine war sparked a nearfreefall, with the Rupee has lost nearly 7 per cent in
value since Russia's invasion on February 24.
Meanwhile, the US Federal Reserve's rate hikes
(+150 bps so far in 2022) have also sparked record
capital outflows of over $35.6bn from the equity and
debt markets between October 2021 and June 2022
($29.7bn in H12022 alone), making it the longest selling streak in Indian equity markets since liberalization. All these factors led to the rupee hitting the 80mark twice in July, with monetary and fiscal attempts to reverse the slide having yielded mixed results so far. First, the Rupee's current crisis was not
unexpected. Given rising inflation and the Relative
Purchasing Power Parity Rule, post-pandemic tightening of monetary policy was always anticipated;
the pace of the same has only accelerated due to inflationary pressures. This, in turn, has predictably
sparked a flight of capital from emerging economies
to safe Dollar-denominated assets leading to the depreciation of the Rupee. Export-oriented sectors,
such as IT, textiles, and pharmaceuticals, stand to
gain from a falling Rupee. However, there are
caveats, given that India is a net importing nation
with a widening trade deficit that surged to more
than $31bn in July (over 3x higher YoY).
Therefore, non-export-oriented sectors, such as
telecommunications, renewables, FMCG, and automotive, which heavily depend on imported raw materials, largely stand to lose. Add to this the rising
global commodity prices and worsening domestic
inflation, and one may conclude that the costs of
INR depreciation far outweigh the benefits. At the
same time, it may also be interesting to note that
while the Rupee is performing poorly vis-a-vis the
US Dollar, it has fared relatively well vis-a-vis other
currencies YTD, including the Japanese Yen (+9.80
per cent) and Turkish Lira (+26.25 per cent).
Meanwhile, remittances, which were valued at
$89.4bn in 2021 and expected to chart an upward
trajectory in the near term, stand to be more beneficial for recipients now with a weaker Rupee, especially given that the US is the largest source of
these funds. Three, the Rupee's depreciation presents an opportunity to reform the currency and enhance its global standing. Dipping into Forex reserves may slow the slide, but the current situation
warrants long-term solutions that can transform
the Rupee into a coveted asset class rather than just
another currency. RBI seems to be headed in the
right direction. Its announcement last month to
allow the Rupee to be used to settle international
transactions opens the door for a possible internationalization of the INR. This may have been
evoked mainly to enable India to import cheap
Russian oil, but it is the right move. However,
Rupee internationalization, increasing foreign capital inflows, and making the currency more stable
is just a way to make INR assets more attractive,
which, given the crossroads, the RBI and
Government find themselves at, should be a top
priority. First, tax benefits for foreign investors.
This could be via proposed capital gains tax
waivers for overseas debt investors, which would
also help get Indian bonds listed on global bond indices. It could also be via new-age asset classes, such
as real estate investment trusts (REITs) and infrastructure investment trusts (InvITs), or via
Government-led economic planning, such as the development of GIFT City and the International
Financial Service Centre (IFSC) in Gujarat. Second,
exporting higher-value services. Even as manufacturing PMI growth has lost steam, the services sector has become a reliable engine of growth. And
within services, sub-sectors from real estate and
health to education and hospitality can learn a lot
from IT when it comes to exporting higher value
services that are both knowledge-and technology-intensive. In this light, developments and policies
such as Skill India, Digital India, Startup India, and
endeavours to ease the compliance burden in the education sector and boost MSME productivity are
welcome steps. Third, supporting growth-focused
and consumer-oriented economics. The full potential of India's demographic dividend and the vast
domestic market is yet to be tapped, and doing so is
crucial for both fiscal and monetary prudence. After
all, the INR crisis will abate eventually. It is already
showing signs of easing: FPIs recently turned buyers for the first time in nine months amid a softening Dollar and the Rupee is below 80 again. But
whether this momentum will be sustainable depends largely on how quickly and effectively the potential of the domestic consumption market and demographic dividend is tapped. All in all, given the
Fed's consecutive rate hikes and the inflationary environment, a weakened Rupee was a fait accompli.
India is making all the right moves by internationalizing the Rupee and making INR assets attractive on
a global level. Given all the tailwinds the country
has working in its favour - economic growth, a vast
domestic market, and a young population - regulators and policymakers must ensure that Indian assets remain an attractive destination for global capital on a relative yield basis.
Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by
e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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Japan, seeking arms buildup,
makes opaque budget request
Tokyo, Aug 31 (AP):

GANESH CHATURTHI CELEBRATIONS

65TH NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS

Students perform rituals during celebrations of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, at a school in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday, Aug. 31.

Is narcissism a mental health problem?
BY PAULA ROSS

essional psychology lecturer,
Australian
S
Catholic University It's not
uncommon these days to
hear someone such as an exromantic partner or a politician described as a narcissist.
Singer Robbie Williams recently told an interviewer he
took an online test to see if he
was one. He revealed the test
suggested a mild indication
of narcissistic personality
disorder. But what is narcissism, when is it a problem
and can an online test really
provide a reliable diagnosis?
A fixation on oneself
According to the Greek
myth, a beautiful young man
called Narcissus fell in love
with his own reflection in a
pool of water. He stayed staring at it for the rest of his life.
His name gave rise to the
term narcissism , characterised by a fixation on oneself. Narcissism is a cluster of
traits along a range of severity. At one end of the spectrum, people may be confident, charming and welladapted. In the middle of the
spectrum, people may be
overly focused on seeking out
status, success and admiration at work or in their social
lives. They can have a need to
appear perfect, special or superior to others in order to
feel OK about themselves. At
the very extreme end, it may
become a disorder in which

people can be self-centred,
grandiose and destructive.
What's narcissistic
personality disorder'?
Narcissistic personality
disorder is a mental health diagnosis given to people with
extremely narcissistic traits.
These traits have reached the
point where they start to impact on the person's ability to
function at work or socially.
Narcissistic personality disorder is relatively rare. It is
estimated around 1% of the
population has a diagnosable
form of the condition. Men
tend to be more narcissistic
than women. There is no evidence that young people are
more narcissistic than previous generations at the same
age. Their symptoms are described as pervasive, meaning they are obvious across
all of a person's activities, not
just in specific situations.
So, on the face of it, pop
star Robbie William's insistence his score on the quiz reflected only his narcissistic
personality on stage is not
quite accurate. People with
narcissistic personality disorder tend to overestimate
their abilities and exaggerate
their achievements. And they
are surprised or angry when
others don't notice their accomplishments. They need
constant confirmation of
their value, specialness or importance. They may have fantasies about power, success,
having perfect lives or relationships, believing these are
not only achievable but deserved.
Specialness by association
People with narcissistic
personality disorder might
talk a lot about how people in
their lives are extra special in
some way such as being the
very best at something or
leaders in a particular field
because it increases their

own sense of specialness by
association. When their status or superiority is challenged they can respond with
extreme anger, rage or belittling the person and their
opinion.
They find it difficult to tolerate the thought they may be
flawed or vulnerable in some
way. In relationships, they
can have exceedingly high expectations of devotion from
partners and friends, but may
themselves be low in empathy and lack of awareness of
others' needs. They may be
envious of and unable to celebrate the success of others,
and respond by devaluing
them. They are often unaware of the impact of their
behaviours on others.
How is it diagnosed?
Diagnosis should only be
made by a mental health professional. Trying to diagnose
yourself or someone else
with an online quiz may give
you results that are misleading
and
unhelpful.
Narcissistic personality disorder is a cluster of symptoms on a continuum and
many diagnoses share similar symptoms. For a proper
diagnosis, a clinician needs to
assess which cluster of symptoms is present, how far along
the continuum they are, and
which other diagnoses to exclude. But a symptom checklist might help you work out
whether you should consider
seeing a mental health professional for further assessment
or support.
How do people
get this way?
We don't know exactly
what causes narcissistic personality disorder. There is
probably a genetic component. Traits such as aggression, poor emotional regulation and low tolerance to distress tend to be high in peo-

ple diagnosed with narcissistic personality disorder.
Certain experiences in childhood are also more likely to
lead to narcissistic personality disorder. These might be
either particularly negative,
such as trauma or rejection,
or overly positive, such as excessive praise or being constantly told you have extraordinary abilities.
Parenting styles that are either very neglectful or overly
protective are also associated
with the development of narcissism. People with narcissistic personality disorder
often have other mental
health conditions, particularly mood disorders. They also
have a high rate of suicide.
These conditions may have a
common cause or they may
be a result of the difficulties
people with narcissistic personality disorder have with
social interactions.
Can it be treated?
Narcissistic personality
disorder is a lifelong condition that is considered manageable but not curable.
There is no standard medicine or psychological treatment for narcissistic personality disorder. Psychological
treatment aims to reduce the
severity of symptoms, improve mood, manage impulses, and build communication
and relationship skills. One
of the main goals of therapy
is to develop more realistic
expectations of others.
Medicines that help with
other mental health problems
like anxiety, depression and
bipolar disorder may also
help reduce some symptoms.
People are more likely to seek
help for another mental
health condition, such as depression. Getting treatment
for these conditions can also
positively impact on personality disorder symptoms.

Mikhail Gorbachev,
who led the Soviet
Union from 1985 until
its collapse in 1991, has
died aged 91. He ended
the cold war, and paved
the way for various
parts of the USSR to become
independent
countries.
Looking
back, he might have
died regretting that.
Today, neither the USA
would have attacked the
Middle East at their
whims and fancies nor
would have China such
a bully if the USSR still
existed.
Moreover,
Gorbachev was responsible for the present imbroglio of the Ukraine
war. Putin would have
no need to start the ignominious war had the
USSR been intact. His
steadfastness in adversity would have saved
the world many problems. Even though
Gorbachev won the 1990
Nobel Peace Prize for
his role in ending the
Cold War, many in
Russia see him as responsible for the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the social
and economic crises
that the country witnessed in the early
1990s. Gorbachev (the
world said he carries
the Soviet flag on his
head as a birthmark)
passed away, but his
legacy—how he gave up
Russian interests or retaliated at the altar of
the West—will continue
to be a point of controversy for the next generation
of
leaders.
Trusted and respected
leader who opened the
way for a free Europe, is
no more, but his legacy
is one we will not forget.
Rest In Peace.
Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

Demolition of towers
The demolition of the
towers has inflicted a
mammoth
loss
on
gullible buyers who
stand duped of their
life-long savings. These
structures could not
have come up without
the brazen complicity of
government officials,
developers and politicians. If all these players had been incarcerated by fixing accountability through proper investigation, the ends of
justice would have been
better served. It is
feared that these unscrupulous swindlers
may get away with it.
The razing of the towers
may have delivered a
jolt to the realty sector,
but the demolition
should have been avoided by considering an alternative use of these
buildings.
Roshan Lal Goel, Ladwa

Even moderate drinking linked to
brain changes, cognitive decline
rinking seven or

more units of alcoD
hol a week is associated with
brain changes and poorer
cognitive performance, according to a study. Seven
units of alcohol is equivalent
to three pints of averagestrength beer or five small
glasses of lower-strength
wine, according to the UK
National Health Service
(NHS).
The study, recently published in the journal PLOS
Medicine, involved over
21,000 participants to analyse
the links between alcohol
consumption and brain iron
levels. Iron buildup in the
brain has been associated
with
Parkinson's
and
Alzheimer's diseases and
may be a contributing factor

to the cognitive decline
brought on by alcohol
use. The researchers
from the University of
Oxford in the UK found
a correlation between
weekly alcohol use of
seven or more units
and greater levels of
iron in the brain. There
is increasing evidence
that even moderate alcohol use can have a negative
impact on brain health, they
said.
"In the largest study to
date, we found drinking
greater than 7 units of alcohol weekly associated with
iron accumulation in the
brain," said Anya Topiwala
of the University of Oxford.
"Higher brain iron in turn
linked to poorer cognitive

performance. Iron accumulation could underlie alcohol-related cognitive decline," Topiwala explained.
The 20,965 volunteers from
the UK Biobank provided information on their own alcohol consumption, and magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) was used to examine
their brains.The average age
of the participants was 55,
and 48.6 per cent of them

were female. To determine the amounts of
systemic iron, almost
7,000 people had their
livers scanned using
MRI. A series of basic
tests were taken by
each person to assess
their cognitive and
motor abilities.
Although 2.7 per cent
of respondents identified as non-drinkers, the average weekly consumption
was 18 units or about 7.5
cans of beer or 6 large glasses of wine. The researchers
discovered that alcohol consumption of over seven units
per week was linked with
markers of increased iron in
the brain regions involved
with motor control, procedural learning, eye move-

ment, cognition, emotion,
and other functions.
Iron accumulation in
some brain regions was
linked to worse cognitive
function, they said. A limitation of the study is that MRIderived measures are indirect representations of brain
iron, and could conflate
other brain changes observed with alcohol consumption with changes in
iron levels, the researchers
said.
Given the prevalence of
moderate drinking, even
small associations can have
a substantial impact across
whole populations, and there
could be benefits in interventions to reduce consumption
in the general population,
they added.
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BRIEF
Bullet train

FM to review state of economy
at FSDC meeting on Sep 15
New Delhi, Aug 31:

Mumbai:
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde has directed
officials to complete
land acquisition for
the MumbaiAhmedabad bullet
train project and disburse compensation
to affected people by
September 30, the
state government said
on Tuesday. The
Mumbai-Ahmedabad
high speed rail corridor is a flagship infrastructure project of
the Narendra Modi
government that
seeks to improve connectivity between the
country's financial
capital and the commercial hub of
Gujarat.

Green cover
New Delhi: Coal
companies are hopeful of beating this
year's target of bringing more than 2,400
hectares of area in
and around coalfields
under green cover by
planting more than 50
lakh saplings, the government said.
Greening initiatives of
the coal sector will
help generate an additional carbon sink of
2.5 to 3 billion tonnes
of CO2 equivalent
through additional
forest and tree cover
by 2030. Greening
drive is in full swing
in coal mining areas
and about 1,000 Ha of
land has already been
covered through block
and avenue plantation, grassland creation, bamboo plantation and high-tech cultivation by August 15.

Key areas

Finance
Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will
review the state of the economy amid global and domestic challenges at a meeting of the Financial
Stability and Development
Council (FSDC), scheduled
on September 15. The 26th
meeting of the high-level
panel to be held in Mumbai
will be attended by all financial sectoral regulators, including RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das, sources
said. The FSDC is the apex
body of sectoral regulators,
headed by the Union finance minister. The meeting will review the current
global and domestic economic situation and financial stability issues, including those concerning banking and NBFCs, according
to the sources. The council
would also discuss measures required for further
development of the financial sector and to achieve
inclusive economic growth

with macroeconomic stability, they said. As per the RBI
estimate, the country's GDP
is expected to witness a
growth of 7.2 per cent in the
current financial year amid
elevated retail inflation at
6.7 per cent. The focus of
both the government and
RBI is to tame inflation,
which has remained above
the RBI's tolerance level of
6 per cent since January
this year. Besides, the
falling rupee hovering
around 80 per dollar is
adding pressure to infla-

Core sector output
slows down to
4.5 pc in Jul
New Delhi, Aug 31:
The output of eight
core infrastructure sectors slowed down to 4.5
per cent in July -- the
lowest in six months -against 9.9 per cent in
the year-ago period, according to official data
released on Wednesday.
The output of these infrastructure sectors expanded by 13.2 per cent
in June, 19.3 per cent in
May, 9.5 per cent in April,
4.8 per cent in March, 5.9

per cent in February and
4 per cent in January.
The
production
growth of eight infrastructure sectors -- coal,
crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertiliser, steel, cement and electricity -- was 11.5 per cent
in April-July this fiscal
against 21.4 per cent a
year ago. Crude oil and
natural gas production
contracted by 3.8 per
cent and 0.3 per cent, respectively, during the
month under review.

Repatriates
New Delhi: The government has terminated ES
Ranganathan as director (marketing) of
GAIL (India) Ltd and
repatriated him as executive director of the
company, the stateowned firm said.
Ranganathan was in
January arrested by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) for
allegedly taking
bribes to give discounts to some private
companies on the
petrochemicals products that GAIL sold to
them. Following this,
he was placed under
suspension. He got
bail in March.

Open Network for
Digital
Commerce
(ONDC), a UPI-type protocol, needs to create consumer trust through robust mechanisms for ensuring grievance redressal
of consumers, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said.
The minister was speaking at a meeting to review
the progress of Open
Network
for
Digital
Commerce (ONDC). In
April, India launched the
pilot phase of ONDC in
five cities with an aim to
democratise fast growing
e-commerce sector, help
small retailers and reduce
the dominance of online
retail giants. "ONDC must
create consumer trust

through robust mechanisms for ensuring redressal of grievances of consumers and enforcing
transparent policies for returns, refunds and cancellations," Goyal said. Since
the pilot phase launch in
five cities,
ONDC has been testing
with a closed user group
for end to end execution to
understand their fulfilment. It expects the number of network participants (means seller and

Flagship reading event by Room to
Read India across 12 states of India
New Delhi, Aug 31:
Room to Read India, as
part of its India Gets
Reading flagship reading
campaign, is organizing
and running the "Read-athon" event today. The event
aims to reach far and wide
across the country with enhanced participation by all
stakeholders, including
children, parents, communities, government, donors,
multilateral partners like
the United States Agency
for
International
Development (USAID) and
other supporters. This
year’s Read-a-thon is an ambitious record-setting attempt by Room to Read
India, where they aim to
bring in a record number of
participants in an in-person
setting. The participants
will be organized to read at
multiple locations across
the country including 12
states where it has active intervention. This Read-a-

thon will create an opportunity for all stakeholders to
come together in spaces
such as school premises,
communities, government
offices, donor offices, etc.,
and pledge their support towards children’s reading
and learning.Ms. Poornima
Garg, Deputy Country
Director, Room to Readsays,
“This year’s reading campaign is themed on
‘Reading Equals’. It is an opportunity for all stakeholders to drop all other activities, come together and just
READ for 30 minutes at a
stretch at a predetermined
time. Through this record
setting event, we also want
to reaffirm our commitment to ensure that children everywhere read,
learn, and thrive”.
It is the goal of Room to
Read India, to mobilize as
many people as possible to
support the promotion of
reading habits through this
Read-a-thon.

New Delhi, Aug 31:
Maruti Suzuki India
Chairman RC Bhargava
on Wednesday hinted at
organisational changes
going forward in the backdrop of the company's increased contribution to
parent Suzuki Motor
Corporation's overall global business. In his address
to the annual general
meeting of the company,
the first physical meeting
after two years following
disruptions by COVID-19
pandemic, he said in future Maruti Suzuki India's
contribution to Suzuki's
global production will go
beyond 60 per cent, which
was achieved last year.
Bhargava also said the
company will chart out its
strategy for entering the
compressed biomethane
gas fuel as suggested by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the company's
40th year celebration at
Gandhinagar on Sunday.
"It's clear that Maruti
has become a very, very
important part of Suzuki
Japan," he said referring

to the statement by Suzuki
Motor
Corporation
President
Toshihiro
Suzuki that in the last fiscal Suzuki group produced
about 28 lakh automobiles
all over the world, out of
which more than 16 lakh
units, or about 60 per cent,
were produced in India.
Also, he said Suzuki's announcement to set up a
wholly-owned research
and development company
in India also comes at a
time of Maruti's growing
importance in Suzuki's operations.
"... Which raises in my
mind also the fact that
with the growing volumes
of production in India, the
growing importance of
India, the availability of
capable manpower in
India, do we not need now

Malaika
Arora
flaunts
her
stretch
marks in
selfie

to look at how we are organising in India to deal
with (future growth)?... ,"
he said. From a challenge
to achieve two million
units a year this fiscal to
three million units possibly in a few years, the company needs to prepare for
its future, he added. "What
is the most efficient way of
preparing for the future in
all areas of production or
sales and marketing or
R&D? I think we can all
now apply ourselves and
think of the future and
see what must ensure
your company grows in
the most efficient manner
in the coming years,"
Bhargava said. He further
said, "And I hope that
when we come up with
any changes in the future,
we will have your backing
and support." He, however, did not elaborate on
what would be the
changes.
On electric vehicles,
Bhargava said when
Maruti enters the EV segment in 2024-25, it will be in
the upper-end of the market and not the lower-end.

ollywood diva
Malaika Arora
showcased her
stretch marks in a
new mirror selfie she
shared on social
media.
Malaika took to her
Instagram
story,
where she shared the
flawless picture. In the
image, she is seen wearing a black crop top
paired with gray sweatpants. The dancing diva
pulled her hair back to a
ponytail. To complete her
look, Malaika chose to go
au naturale and subtle
lip tint. Recently, a video
of Malaika, who is an
avid social media user,
and her beau Arjun
Kapoor dancing on the
number
'Chaiyya
Chaiyya' picturised on her
and superstar Shah Rukh
Khan went viral on social
media. As an actress, she
has starred in main roles
in films 'Kaante' and 'EMI'.
Malaika appeared on the
television show 'Nach
Baliye' as one of the three
judges. She then appeared
on the show 'Zara Nachke
Dikha', 'Jhalak Dikhhla
Jaa', 'India's Got Talent',
'Supermodel of the Year'
and 'India's Best Dancer'.

B

Digital logistics initiative to help industry GDP grows at 13.5 pc
highlight service-related issues: Comm Min in April-June quarter
New Delhi, Aug 31:
The commerce and industry
ministry
on
Wednesday said it is developing a dashboard to help
the industry flag issues or
give suggestions to the
government on matters related to logistics services.
The dashboard is expected
to be launched for all authorised industry associations soon, it said.
To streamline interministerial coordination
of service-related issues
in logistics, an institutional mechanism, such as the
Network Planning Group
under PM GatiShakti, is

ONDC must create consumer trust for
ensuring grievance redressal: Goyal
New Delhi, Aug 31:

New Delhi: Online
food delivery platform Zomato has decided to narrow its
focus on three key
areas of food ordering and delivery; supplies to restaurants
through 'Hyperpure'
and quick commerce,
company Chairman
Kaushik Dutta said
on Tuesday. In his address to shareholders
at the company's annual general meeting,
Dutta said the move
was part of strategy
to focus "only on
areas that have the
potential to become
meaningfully large
businesses ten years
from now".

tion.
The recent pronouncement of Fed chairman
Jerome Powell to brace for
more large interest rate
hikes in coming months to
rein in inflation will have
implications for other currencies of the world, including the rupee. The FSDC
meeting will also review activities undertaken by the
FSDC
Sub-Committee
chaired by the RBI
Governor and the action
taken by members on the
past decisions of FSDC.

The last meeting of FSDC
was held in February after
the presentation of the
Budget 2022-23. Besides RBI
Governor, Securities and
Exchange Board of India
Chairman Madhabi Puri
Buch,
Insurance
Regulatory
and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) Chairman
Debasish
Panda,
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI)
Chairman Ravi Mital and
Pension Fund Regulatory
and
Development
Authority
Chairman
Supratim Bandyopadhyay
will attend the meeting. The
sources said the FSDC
meeting will also be attended by Minister of State for
Finance
Bhagwat
Kishanrao Karad, Finance
Secretary T V Somanathan,
Economic Affairs Secretary
Ajay
Seth,
Revenue
Secretary Tarun Bajaj,
Financial
Services
Secretary Sanjay Malhotra,
and other top officials of
the finance ministry.

Maruti very important part of Suzuki Japan;
organisational changes in offing: RC Bhargava

delivery apps) to substantially increase to more
than 30 in the coming
weeks. So far about 220
seller apps have been onboarded. Goyal emphasised that ONDC should
work in active cooperation
with traders and industry
associations to implement
the network at the ground
level.
He also directed the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) to work
with all states to create
awareness about the utility of ONDC and devise
programmes in collaboration with them so that
small traders, artisans,
handicraftsmen, farmers,
MSMEs are able to take
full advantage of this open
network.

Tata Steel to
invest over
65 million euros

also under consideration,
the ministry added. "Such
endeavours are expected
to give a significant boost
to India's logistics efficiency," it said.
It also said that the creation of a user-interactive
dashboard will allow authorised user associations
to log in and lodge issues
or suggestions for the government to track and resolve them in a transparent manner. It will not
only allow the division to
address issues related to a
single ministry/ department but also multiple
ministries/departments.
A user demonstration of

Adani to launch
open offer for
NDTV on Oct 17

New Delhi, Aug 31:
India's economy grew by 13.5
per cent in the first quarter of
the current fiscal, mainly due
to the base effect, official data
showed on Wednesday. The
gross domestic product (GDP)
had expanded by 20.1 per cent
in the corresponding AprilJune period of 2021-22,
according to data released by
the National Statistical Office
(NSO). Many analysts had projected the Indian economy will
expand at a double-digit
growth rate due to the base
effect. According to rating
agency Icra, the gross domestic product was likely to grow
at 13 per cent while State

Bank of India in its report, projected the growth rate at 15.7
per cent for April-June 2022.
Earlier this month, in its monetary policy meeting, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
said that the GDP growth rate
is likely to be around 16.2 per
cent in the first quarter of this
fiscal year. China registered
an economic growth of 0.4 per
cent in April-June 2022.

LAUNCH EVENT

New Delhi, Aug 31:
Adani
Group
will
launch its open offer on
October 17 for acquiring
an additional 26 per cent
stake in media firm NDTV.
The open offer for acquiring 1.67 crore equity
shares, for which a price of
Rs 294 per share has been
fixed, will tentatively close
on November 1, said an advertisement
by
JM
Financial, which is managing the offer.
If fully subscribed at a
price of Rs 294 per share,
the open offer will amount
to Rs 492.81 crore, On
August 23, Adani group
announced to acquire a
29.18 per cent stake in
NDTV through the acquisition of VCPL, which
holds a 99.99 per cent stake
in RRPR Holding.

Actress Sanya Malhotra at a launch event, in Navi Mumbai.

Fiscal deficit touches 20.5 pc of
Meta launches No-Cost
annual target in Apr-Jul: Official data EMIs for advertisers in India
New Delhi, Aug 31:

New Delhi, Aug 31:
Tata Steel said it will invest more than 65 million
euros for hydrogen-based
steel manufacturing in the
Netherlands. Hydrogen has
the potential to decarbonise
steel manufacturing. Tata
Steel has inked pacts with
three firms -- McDermott,
Danieli and Hatch -- for the
further technical preparations for hydrogen-based
steel manufacturing in the
Dutch city of Ijmuiden. All
three companies have their
own specific proficiency
that is needed together to
assist Tata Steel in hydrogen-based steel manufacturing. "The cost for this
first development step is in
excess of 65 million euros
and will result in an engineering package that forms
the basis for a final permitting and project planning,"
the company said in a statement.

the system was organised
recently. In that, the prototype of the system and its
benefits were discussed.
"The initiative is expected
to help in the identification of procedural issues
that lead to lower efficiency in logistics and higher
logistics costs," the ministry said.
The user interaction
dashboard is part of several initiatives being developed by the logistics division of the ministry to
address the technology,
services, and human resource-related aspects of
logistics efficiency in the
country.

The central government's fiscal deficit
touched 20.5 per cent of
the annual target at the
end of July 2022-23
against 21.3 per cent a
year ago, reflecting improvement in public finance, as per official data
released on Wednesday.
In actual terms, the fiscal
deficit - the difference between expenditure and
revenue - was Rs 3,40,831
crore during the AprilJuly period this financial
year. A fiscal deficit is a
reflection of government
borrowings from the
market.
As per the data released by the Controller
General of Accounts
(CGA), the government's
receipts, including taxes,
stood at Rs 7.85 lakh crore
or 34.4 per cent of the
Budget Estimates (BE)
for 2022-23. During the

year-ago period, it was
nearly the same at 34.6
per cent. The tax revenue
stood at Rs 6.66 lakh crore
or 34.4 per cent of this
year's BE. Last year too,
the government had managed to mop 34.2 per cent
of its annual estimate
during April-July.
The data further revealed that the central
government's total expenditure was Rs 11.26 lakh
crore or 28.6 per cent of
the BE 2022-23, almost
same as in the year-ago
period. Capital expenditure was 27.8 per cent of
the full-year budget target compared to 23.2 per
cent in the corresponding
period last year, as per
the monthly account of
the Union government up
to July 2022, released by
the CGA. For 2022-23, the
fiscal deficit of the government is estimated to
be Rs 16.61 lakh crore or
6.4 per cent of the GDP.

Sushmita Sen roped in for an
‘intense, power-packed’ biopic
ollywood actress and former beauty
queen Sushmita Sen has been roped
in as the lead for this intense and
power packed script. The prep is on and set
to go on floors by the end of this year. The
biopic will see Sushmita in multiple
shades, in a never seen before avatar.
Sushmita will be fronting the biopic
whose rights have been acquired by Mansi
Bagla of Mini Films and ace photographer
Subi Samuel's Bungalow No 84.
Mansi Bagla, Mini Films says: "I wanted
to make a big announcement after Forensic
and this timing is just perfect. This is my
birthday gift to myself. Forensic is still
making noise, loved by so many, and now
I'm here to tell this thrilling story and who
better than Sushmita Sen to play this role,
more details on the biopic coming up soon."
"The day I met Sushmita, I was spellbound by her aura and I can say it now with
all my heart, this film will be a superhit."
The casting and

B

Arjun Rampal joins cast
of Sonakshi’s brother’s
directorial debut
B
ollywood
actor
Arjun Rampal, who
was last seen as the
antagonist in the Kangana
Ranaut-starrer 'Dhaakad',
will have a cameo appearance in the upcoming
thriller film, 'Nikita Roy
and Book of Darkness'.
The film recently went on
floors in London and will
be shot in Britain's capital
and other parts of the UK.
Talking about joining
the cast, Arjun says, "It
was a real pleasure to do a
cameo in this film, as it re-

Superstar Singer 2’s
Grand Finale on Sep 03
S
ony Entertainment
Television’s homegrown kids singing
reality show, Superstar
Singer 2 that has tugged
the heartstrings of the
audience with India’s
young singing prodigies
from different walks of
life. After months of entertaining and impressing the judges and audiences alike with outstanding performances
by the Best Bache Ever,
Superstar Singer 2 has finally got its top 6 finalists
i.e. Mohammad Faiz,
Mani, Pranjal Biswas,
Aryananda R Babu,
Rituraj and Sayisha
Gupta. As the show has
reached the last leg of the
competition, the top 6
contestants are all set to
mesmerize everybody
one last time with their
melodious voices in the
‘Grand Finale’ episode on
3rd September at 8 pm.
Kickstarting the grand
finale on a auspicious
note, the episode will
commence with the blessings of Lord Ganesha
with all the contestants

and captains singing
praises of
Ganpati
Bappa. Truly, the ‘Grand
Finale’ of Superstar
Singer 2 is going to be
super special in many
ways! Wishing all the

plicable interest payable to
the bank, and give it as an
upfront discount to the
business on its ad spends.
Working capital access is a
concern for many new and
growing businesses in the
country. With No Cost EMI
billing, they can choose any
amount between INR 3,200
and INR 5,00,000 to convert
to EMIs.
With several small businesses in India taking to
digital and the Meta platforms to reach their customers, they need enhanced support to resolve
their queries.

united me with Paresh
Rawal, who I adore, Nicky
Vicky who I have seen as
kids and now as producers. Also I am very fond of
the Sinha family and so delighted to see Kush at work
doing so well and
Sonakshi in a totally different avatar."
"'Nikita Roy and Book of
Darkness' will be a film to
look out for and I wish the
whole team my best wishes for it, as I had a blast
working with them," the
actor added.

The film also stars
Paresh Rawal and Suhail
Nayyar in pivotal roles
and marks the directorial
debut of Sonakshi Sinha's
brother Kussh S Sinha.
'Nikita Roy and The
Book of Darkness' is produced by Nicky Bhagnani,
Vicky Bhagnani and
Ankur Takrani of Nick
Vicky Bhagnani Film,
Kratos Entertainment,
Kinjal Ghone of Nikita Pai
Films and Dinesh Gupta.
The film is expected to release in 2023.

&pictures presents ‘Valimai’ on Sep 03

luck to the little wonders
for the grand finale, the
captains
Mohammad
Danish,
Pawandeep
Rajan, Arunita Kanjilal
and Salman Aliwill express their feelings and
excitement.
Captain
Arunita
Kanjilal shares, “I am so
proud of Mohd Faiz and
his journey on the show.
His passion and dedication to music is really inspiring. I am really happy
for him and all the kids
on the show who have
week on week given such
brilliant performances. I
have learnt a lot from all
my gurus and the same
thing I have tried to pass
on to Faiz so that he can
give his best performance. It is a big day for us,
I just want everyone to
support these kids.”
With the Grand Finale
all set to air on 3rd
September, 2022, India
will get its Singing Ka
Kal, so be sure to tune in
to Superstar Singer 2 this
weekend at 8:00 PM only
on Sony Entertainment
Television!

his Saturday, adrenaline and thrill will
knock on your doors
as &pictures brings to you
Valimai – one of the
most
anticipated
movies of 2022.
Touted as one of
the best action
thrillers of the
year, the film’s motion poster became an
instant rage on YouTube
by becoming the most liked
video on the platform.
Translating this rage onto
screen, the film brought to
life the most-awaited Super
Cop. Sympathetic Cop.
Supportive Cop - Assistant
Commissioner
Arjun
played by Ajith Kumar,
along with uber-talented
Huma Qureshi, Kartikeya
Gummakonda and Bani J
in pivotal roles. Premiering
on the Saturday Premiere
Party, get ready to witness
the Mastermind ka Full on
Action with the channel
premiere
of
Valimai on
3
r
d

T
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Mumbai, Aug 31:
Meta hosted the second
edition of the Grow Your
Business Summit, its annual event dedicated to the
growth agenda of small
businesses in India, and announced new working capital support and enhanced
service support features for
all advertisers in the country. To address the evolving
need for working capital,
Meta has announced a new
financial support feature to
ease cash flow for small
businesses in India - No
Cost EMI. India is the first
country within Meta where
No Cost EMI has been
launched.
This feature will allow
advertisers to pay Meta for
their advertising campaigns in easy, equated
monthly installments over
3 months through participating banks at no additional cost of interest to
them. Meta will bear the ap-

other aspects of the film is in pre-production stage and will go on floors by the end of
this year.
Mini Film's Forensic has garnered high
numbers on the OTT platform, Avitesh
Shrivastava-starrer Adesh Shrivastava's
biopic is near completion and Bagla has
also bagged the rights of a Ruskin Bond
story which was widely reported.
Subi Samuel, Bungalow No 84 shares: "I
am excited to begin this new journey
with two of the most powerful women
I've met in the industry by far- Sushmita
is a brilliant actress and is apt for
the biopic and Mansi who's drive
and passion towards filmmaking inspired me to explore it myself."

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

There may be some conflict today,
Aquarius, especially in the morning. Your
general mood is quite good, but there's a
strong force asking you to be more realistic in your approach. The last thing you
want is for someone else to throw a bucket of water on your raging fire of fun, but
this is likely to happen unless you address
the reality of the situation.

Your mind may be a little cloudy most of the
day, Pisces, and you could find it hard to
ground yourself. It may be that you're trying
to navigate by the stars, but unfortunately,
the clouds have moved in and there are no
reference points to be seen. The good news
is that the skies should clear later, and you'll
find there's nothing but smooth sailing for
the rest of the night.

Praise you may receive this morning could
make you feel on top of the world, Aries,
but try not to let this feeling go to your
head. Stay modest despite the lavish
praise that may be showered on you. By
evening, you won't be able to get by on just
talk alone. Actions will speak much louder
than words and it's important that you
have some sort of plan.

Things should improve for you as the day
progresses, Taurus. The key is to stay loose
and not be concerned with the situation's
outcome. The future is uncertain. You
shouldn't depend on something that may or
may not pan out the way you want. There
could be some conflict between you and
someone with a strong ego in the morning,
but this should resolve itself by evening.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your emotions could feel restricted
today, Gemini, a feeling that may be difficult to shake. Take this opportunity to
calm down and relax. You'll enjoy the
good times more when you give your
body the rest it needs. Always pushing
for bigger and better adventures may be
fun, but it can leave you too tired to fully
appreciate them.

It could be hard to find your footing early
in the day, Cancer. You may be better off
sleeping in. Have a good breakfast and
relax in the morning. By evening, you'll be
refreshed, recharged, and ready to take on
the town. Your emotions may feel restricted, which could make it difficult to fully
express yourself. You'd be better off turning this energy inward now.

Use the morning to take care of yourself,
Leo. You could be so concerned with the
world and the shared environment that
you forget to take care of you. Use the
early afternoon to reflect and meditate.
Gather facts from your inner state and
use the information to create a plan for
the future. Be flexible in your approach.

Get to some water today and reconnect
with this element, Virgo. Like lapping
waves against the shore, you may be gently changing the landscape around you
with each word or action. Don't underestimate your inner strength. It could be that
you seem overpowered by the things going
on around you, but don't let them keep you
from being the person you truly are.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

Emotionally speaking, you should be
doing quite well today, Libra, especially in
the morning. This is a good time to take
charge of projects that require definite
leadership. Don't think that you're inferior to the people around you. Act like you
belong in a leadership role and you'll find
that others will automatically support you
in that position.

You may get frustrated today, Scorpio,
especially in the morning when other
people's egos seem to be strong. It could
be difficult to relate to people who simply
refuse to accept any opinion but their
own. Things should mellow out by afternoon. You'll find people start to see
things from your perspective.

People may see you as the personification of drama, especially this morning,
Sagittarius. This is a good time to
express your emotions and get things
out of your system. Be sure to release
whatever pent-up emotion you have
inside. By afternoon, it might be a good
idea to settle down and lay low.

There may be a damper on your mood
today, Capricorn, especially in the morning. It could seem as if everyone is having fun but you. Having a good time is
more a state of mind than anything else.
Try not to get trapped in a lousy mindset.
Late afternoon is a good time to ground
your emotions. Operate from a point of
stability instead of jealousy.

September at 8 pm only on
&pictures.
Style, substance, high octane bike chases and some
death defying stunts – if
you’re an action fan, you’re
definitely in for a treat as
Asst. Commissioner Arjun
traces the mastermind behind a series of crimes. But
not just that, Valimai is also
a film with a message
where we see a socially responsible cop who understands perfectly, the socioeconomic reasons behind
crimes and believes that
criminals deserve a second
chance. Talking about the
film, Boney Kapoor said,

“Indian cinema is known
for its larger than life appeal on screen and
umpteen enthusiasm of
the audience off screen. It
pushes us, filmmakers/
producers to go beyond the
expected, and present stories like never before.
Valimai is our vision to
present unmatched adrenaline and thrill through a
typical hero / mastermindvillain hunt. It was great
working with Ajith, again.
He is an absolute professional, focused, sincere,
dedicated, and a fine
human being. We are working together again."

41. Photocopier liquid
42. Passenger
43. Cleaning cloth
44. Want
45. Smidgen
48. Modified
51. Defendant's offering
53. Make coffee
58. Acquire knowledge
59. Stench
60. Attest
61. Bert's friend
62. Percentage
63. Highway measure
64. Navigate
65. If not
66. Tallies

28. Mollusk
29. Road curve
32. Asian country
33. New Year's ____
34. Average skirt
35. Continually
36. Actor Richard ____
38. Address word
39. Masculine pronoun
41. Coach
42. Decorate again
44. Pronouncement
45. Fables
46. On the ball
47. Keaton or Sawyer
49. Piano part
50. Horses' gaits
52. Soft cheese
54. Tibetan monk
55. Greedy
56. Narrated
57. Flock females

C R O S S WO R D
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DOWN

ACROSS
1. Border
5. Animal's den
9. Female students
14. Window frame
15. Complexion woe
16. Spouse's kin (hyph.)
17. Neighborhood
18. Have to
19. Not fresh
20. Boundary

22. Carried
23. Former (hyph.)
25. Compass reading (abbr.)
26. Mountaineer's climb
30. Always, in poems
31. Hot sauce
32. ____ deadly sins
34. ____ Ryan of "Sleepless in Seattle"
37. Historic times
38. Metal bolt
39. Busy place
40. Purpose

1. Kin of PDQ
2. Unclothed
3. Client
4. Bangkok native
5. Bemoan
6. Severe
7. Map detail
8. Hunting dog
9. Water tank
10. Aware of
11. Please greatly
12. Valleys
13. Stockholm native
21. "____ Lisa"
24. Run into
26. Out of port
27. Agra attire
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Venus Williams, Raducanu, Osaka
all out in US Open 1st round
New York, Aug 31 (AP):

the opening round at the
U.S. Open until 2020, then
was absent last year.
Asked what keeps her
motivated these days, she
answered: Three letters:
W-I-N. That's it. Very simple.
At
night,
Emma
Raducanu became only
the third defending U.S.
Open champion to lose in
the first round, eliminated by Aliz Cornet 6-3, 6-3.
And yet another past
champ bowed out in
straight
sets
when
Naomi Osaka, who won
two of her four Grand
Slam titles in New York,
was
eliminated
by
Australian Open runnerup Danielle Collins 7-6
(5), 6-3 in a match that
ended after midnight.
Osaka, a former No. 1,
also lost in the first
round of the French
Open this year and has
slid to 44th in the rankings. She had been 3-0
head-to-head
against
Collins, but this fun-towatch,
hard-hitting
matchup went the other
way.

Osaka, Aug 31 (PTI):
Star Indian shuttler
Kidambi Srikanth registered a stunning straightgame win over world number 4 Lee Zii Jia but
Commonwealth Games
champion Lakshya Sen
suffered a shock defeat in
the opening round of the
Japan Open Super 750
tournament here on
Wednesday.
Srikanth, a former
world number 1, recovered
from his early exit from
last
week's
World
Championships, to outwit
fifth seed Lee 22-20 23-21 in
his men's singles opener
which lasted 37 minutes. It
was his first win over the
Malaysian in four meetings.
The 21-year-old Sen, a
2021 world championships
bronze medallist, however,
squandered an opening
game advantage to go
down 21-18 14-21 13-21 to
world number 21 Japanese
Kenta Nishimoto in his
first match.
London
Olympics
bronze medallist Saina
Nehwal was also no match
for top seed Akane
Yamaguchi as she lost 9-21
17-21 to the local favourite
in 30 minutes.
Fast-rising men's doubles pairing of MR Arjun
and Dhruv Kapila, who
jumped nine places to
reach world number 26
after a quarterfinal finish
at
the
World

Championships, also lost
21-19 21-23 15-21 to Korean
combination of Choi Sol
Gyu and Kim Won Ho
after wasting a match
point in the second game.
In
other
results,
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games
bronze medallists Gayatri
Gopichand and Treesa
Jolly lost 17-21 18-21 to seventh seeds Jongkolphan
Kititharakul and Rawinda
Prajongjai of Thailand in
women's doubles category.
Mixed doubles pair of
Juhi Dewangan and
Venkat Gaurav Prasad lost
11-21 10-21 to Chinese top
seed Zheng Si Wei and
Huang Ya Qiong in 23 min-

utes. It was a gritty performance from world
number 14 Srikanth, who
is often guilty of not being
able to close out narrow
matches, despite doing all
the hard work in setting
up the points.
On Wednesday, Srikanth
once again found himself
in a similar position when
he almost wasted a 15-11
advantage by allowing Lee
to grab three game points
but the Indian held on to
his nerves to reel off five
points on the trot to leave
his younger rival stranded
and seal the opening game.
Stung by the opening
game reversal, Lee showed
a lot of purpose after the

Australia steamroll
Zimbabwe in second ODI
Townsville, Aug 31 (AP):
Mitchell Starc took three
early wickets to help restrict Zimbabwe to 96 runs
and Steve Smith posted an
unbeaten 47 as Australia
won the second one-day
cricket international by
eight wickets Wednesday
and clinched the threematch series.
Starc (3-24) bowled three
wides in a wild opening
over but quickly recovered
his line and length to
remove the top order
and have Zimbabwe
reeling at 14 for
three.
Allrounder
Cameron Green held an
outfield catch to remove
Zimbabwe's top scorer Sean
Williams for 29 off 45 deliveries off Adam Zamper's
bowling and then took two
wickets.
Leg-spinner
Zampa took the last two
wickets as Zimbabwe was
dismissed inside 28 overs.

Smith and Alex Carey (26)
combined in an unbeaten
84-run third-wicket partnership to secure victory with
212 deliveries to spare.
Australia won the seriesopening match by five wickets with 99 balls to spare.
The third match will be
played Saturday, also in
Townsville.
The series is being played
in northern Queensland
state as part of the
International
Cricket
Council's Super League
competition for ODIs. Both
teams are preparing for the
Twenty20 Cricket World
Cup which starts in
Australia on Oct. 16.

Richard Ngarava removed
openers David Warner (13)
and Aaron Finch (1) in the
third over to have Australia
in trouble at 16-2 before

Australia's Steve Smith
plays a shot during the
second one-day international (ODI) cricket match
between Australia and
Zimbabwe at the Riverway
Stadium in Townsville on
August 31.

Focus will be on improving our
finishing: Harmanpreet Singh

Bengaluru, Aug 31 (PTI):
The Indian men's hockey team will look to work
on its finishing skills as
part of its preparation for
the upcoming FIH Hockey
Pro League, said star dragflicker
Harmanpreet
Singh.
The Indian team, which
claimed a silver medal at
the
Commonwealth
Games earlier this month,
returned to the camp at
the SAI Centre here on
Monday ahead of its
preparations for the

Hockey Pro League beginning October 28.
"We will have our practice sessions, and our primary focus will always be
on improving our finishing and improving the coordination and combination between players,"
Singh said in a release issued by Hockey India (HI).
"We will be focusing on
how we can improve our
timing while crossing the
ball among players, and
improving our timing
while moving the ball
from defence to attack.

"Every match is important for us. Our target has
always been to win every
match. We have not much
time left before the World
Cup. So, the more the number of matches we get to
play before the tournament, the more it will be
beneficial for us," he said.
The pool draw for the
FIH Hockey World Cup is
set to take place on
September
8
and
Harmanpreet said the
team is ready to face any
challenge that comes its
way.
"We are not focusing on
World Cup draws. We have
to play the matches and
perform our best, irrespective of whoever we face.
We have to show our game
and our strengths and get
positive results," he said.
"We have to keep our
focus on doing the same
and not on things which
are not in our control."
The World Cup is scheduled to be held from
January 13 to 29 next year
in Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela.

change of sides. He
opened up a 2-0 lead early
on and ensured a slender
one-point advantage in the
interval.
Lee stepped up a gear to
move to 14-11 but soon
things
changed
as
Srikanth turned the tables
to grab a 18-16 lead and
then stood just two points
away from a win at 20-18.
It seemed there will be
another twist in the tale as
Lee this time saved two
match points and earned
himself a game point but
Srikanth ensured there
were no hiccups as he
pocketed the required
three points to shut the
door on the Malaysian.

The welcome and support for Venus Williams
in Arthur Ashe Stadium
on Tuesday afternoon
were not the same as
they were for her sister,
Serena, a night earlier.
Nor was the result.
Venus, who turned 42
in June, has not made
any pronouncements
about her future in tennis, unlike her younger
sibling, and while she
has been successful and
influential, too a seventime Grand Slam champion; a Black woman in a
predominantly white
sport the fanfare and attention are not the same.
Playing in front of
thousands of empty blue
seats in an arena quite
silent at the start, although growing louder
later, Venus bowed out in
the first round of the U.S.
Open for the second consecutive appearance, losing 6-1, 7-6 (5) to Alison
Van Uytvanck.
She means so much to
female tennis. Tennis, in
general, Van Uytvanck
said. She's a legend.
This was the 23rd trip
to Flushing Meadows for
Venus, who made it to
the final in 1997 as a teen
then won the trophy in
2000 and 2001, and her
record 91st time participating in a major tournament.
Venus had never lost in

PCB to manage all six teams of
its junior T20 league after failing
to attract bids for team rights
Karachi, Aug 31 (PTI):
The Pakistan Cricket Board
has decided to manage all six
teams of the Pakistan Junior
League T20 after failing to sell
the team rights.
The board announced on
Tuesday that the inaugural PJL
would go ahead with the
teams managed directly by
the board from October 6-21.
The board also confirmed that
Pakistan's former captain
Javed Miandad would be the
league mentor while all six
teams would have mentors in
Sir Vivian Richards, Imran
Tahir, Darren Sammy, Colin
Munro, Shahid Afridi, Shoaib
Malik.
The board had initially
announced and invited bids for
the sale of the six team rights
but none of the interested bidders could match the reserve
price asked by the board.
We know that since this is a
first ever junior T20 international league obviously sponsors and bidders are a bit

skeptical about its commercial
value and future but the PCB
believes the league will
become a successful commercial property after a few seasons, an official source in the
board said.
The PCB also didn't get the
required reserve prices for the
broadcasting rights of the
tournament which will now be
shown by the PCB and national state broadcaster PTV.
The PCB also confirmed the
player draft for the tournament will be held in Lahore on
6 September. Details around
the draft process will be
announced shortly.
PCB CEO Faisal Hasnain said
outside Pakistan, over 140
players from Afghanistan,
Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
England, Ireland, Nepal, the
Netherlands, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, Scotland, Sri
Lanka, West Indies, Zimbabwe
and the United Arab Emirates
have completed their registrations for the tournament.

Werner scores hat trick for
Leipzig in win in German Cup

US player Venus
Williams reacts during her
2022 US Open Tennis tournament women's singles
first round match against
Belgium's Alison van
Uytvanck at the USTA
Billie Jean King National
Tennis Center in New York.

Colin de Grandhomme retires
from international cricket
Wellington, Aug 31 (PTI):
New Zealand all-rounder Colin de Grandhomme
on Wednesday announced
his retirement from international cricket.
De Grandhomme, 36,
made the decision to bring
down the curtain on an
impressive international
career after discussions
this week with New
Zealand Cricket, which
has agreed to release him
from his central contract.
The Zimbabwean-born
Kiwi said a range of factors had played a part in
his decision, not least his
struggles with injury and
the increasing competition for places in all three
formats. "I accept that I am
not getting any younger
and that the training is
getting harder, particularly with the injuries," said
de Grandhomme in NZC
statement. "I also have a
growing family and am
trying to understand what

Timo Werner scored a
first-half hat trick as
Leipzig started its defense
of the German Cup with
an 8-0 rout of amateur
team Teutonia Ottensen.
The Germany striker
also had a hand in the
other goal before the
break, scored by Andr
Silva, as Leipzig went into
halftime leading 4-0.
Silva added a second before further strikes by
Emil
Forsberg,
Christopher Nkunku and
Dani Olmo at Red Bull
Arena. Hamburg-based
Ottensen, which plays in
Germany's fourth tier, was

originally supposed to
host the match but was
forced to look for an alternative venue as its own
stadium uses artificial
grass. Ottensen eventually
settled on hosting the
match in Dessau but vandals destroyed the grass at
the Paul-Greifzu-Stadion
with a suspected chemical
substance last week, making the surface unplayable.
The German soccer federation said it had no option
but to host the game in
Leipzig. Leipzig beat
Freiburg in a penalty
shootout in last season's
final to claim a first major
title in the club's short history.

Voices
seeking
fairness in the upcoming polls to elect
the new Congress
president grew louder on Wednesday,
with party leaders
Manish
Tewari,
Shashi Tharoor and
Karti Chidambaram demanding that electoral
rolls be made public to ensure transparency in the
process. Congress MP and
G-23 leader Tewari raised
objections to the party not
making public the names
of electors for the party
president poll, and said it
must be published on the
AICC website to ensure
transparency.
He also asked why anyone seeking to contest the
Congress president's election should go to the PCC

office to get the electoral
roll as this does not even
happen in a club election.
"With great respect
Madhusudan Mistry ji
How can there be a fair
and free election without a
publicly available electoral roll? Essence of a fair
and free process is names
and addresses of electors
must be published on the
Congress website in a
transparent
manner,"
Tewari said in a series of
tweets.
He said Mistry, who is
the chairman of the
Congress' central election
authority is quoted as saying The list is not made
public but if a member of
our party wants to check,
they can check at the PCC
office. And, of course, it
will be given to the candidates once they file their
nomination papers .

Manish Tewari
Congress MP Tharoor,
who has expressed his intent to contest the party's
presidential
election,
agreed with Tewari, and
said everybody should
know who can nominate
and who can vote.
"Certainly, I think it's important that everybody
should have transparency
on the electoral rolls. If
that's what Manish has

asked for, then I'm sure
that it's a principle that
everybody would agree.
Everybody should know
who can nominate and
who can vote. There is
nothing wrong with that,"
Tharoor said at a function
in Thiruvananthapuram,
while concurring with
Tewari.
Another
Congress
leader and MP Karti
Chidambaram supported
his view, saying every election requires a well defined electoral college. He
also said "reformists are
not rebels". "Every election needs a well defined
and clear electoral college.
The process of forming
the electoral college must
also be clear, well defined
and transparent. An ad
hoc electoral college is no
electoral college," he said
on Twitter.

Devotees carry idols of Lord Ganesha during a procession on the occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in
Shimla, Wednesday.

Kejriwal launches virtual school for ‘One Nation, One Election’
need of hour, says Naqvi
students across the country
Rampur (UP), Aug 31 (PTI):

New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday launched a
virtual school and said
students from across
the country will be eligible for admission.
The
application
process for the Delhi
Model Virtual School
(DMVS)
began
on
Wednesday. The school
is for classes 9-12.
"The admission to the
schooling platform will
be open for students
across India and they
will also be prepared by
experts for entrance
exams like NEET, CUET
and JEE along with
skill-based training,"

Arvind Kejriwal
Kejriwal said at an online media briefing.
The chief minister
said the first virtual
school in the country
will prove to be a milestone in the education

sector.
"There are many children who cannot go to
school since there are issues like the school
being far away or other
obstacles. Many parents
do not get their daughters educated since they
don''t want to send them
out.
"We are starting this
virtual school to ensure
they get educated. This
school is inspired by virtual classes that had
been necessitated due to
the Covid-19 pandemic,"
he said.
The classes will be online and recorded lectures will also be uploaded online, Kejriwal
added.

‘Disastrous’ idea, will further
marginalise poor kids
The All India Parents Association (AIPA) has termed the Delhi's
virtual school launched on Wednesday as a "disastrous" idea to further marginalise the poor children. "It is a totally disastrous idea to
further marginalise the marginalised children. Poor children will go
to virtual school whereas children of the rich will go to regular private schools. Every child must go to full-time regular school.
Departing from it means no education at all," said Ashok Agarwal,
president, AIPA. "Delhi government is failing to fulfil their constitutional and statutory obligations to provide free and quality education
to every child. The government doesn't want to invest in education
of poor children. They want them to be left at mercy of god. Will
they provide playground through virtual school?" he added. The application process for the DMVS began on Wednesday. The classes
will be online and recorded lectures will also be uploaded online.
"Let all politicians deciding to start virtual school should first send
their own children to such school. The virtual school violates Articles
14 (right to equality), 21 and 21-A (right to quality education) of the
Constitution, besides violating RTE Act, 2009," Agarwal said. Any
student aged between 13 years and 18 years who has cleared class 8
from any recognised school can apply for admission to DMVS.

PROTEST MARCH

my future looks like postcricket. All of this has
been on my mind over the
past few weeks.
"I've been fortunate
enough to have had the opportunity to play for the
BLACKCAPS since debuting in 2012 and I'm proud
of my international career
- but I feel this is the right
time to finish."
De Grandhomme departs the international
stage with an impressive
record, particularly in the
Test arena; his 29 matches

realising 1432 runs at
38.70, including centuries
against the West Indies
and South Africa, and 49
wickets at 32.95 including
six for 41 on debut against
Pakistan.
A measure of his influence in the Test environment is that he featured in
18 wins, playing a key role
in New Zealand's inaugural ICC World Test
Championship campaign,
which ended with victory
over India in the final at
Southampton.

and Adam Zampa. Leftarm
wrist-spinner

Tabraiz Shamsi
(716) is next in
R a s h i d ' s
sights, though
Josh Hazlewood
(792) boasts a
strong margin at
the top of the list.
Rashid's compatriot
Mujeeb Ur Rahman
meanwhile has entered
the top- 10 with a sevenspot move up the rankings (660), currently
edged out for eighth by
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(661), whose 4/26 against
Pakistan helped the men
in blue for victory.
There were no new entrants in the T20I batting
top ten, though there was
a push from Pakistan's
Mohammad
Rizwan,
moving up to second (796)
to join Babar Azam (810)
in the top two.
Afghanistan's
Hazratullah Zazai's innings of 23 (26) and 37
(28) led to a three-spot
rise to 14th (611).
Teammate Rahmanullah
Gurbaz
meanwhile
moved up five spots to
29th.

People affected by the Kolkata Metro Rail Corporation Limited (KMRCL) project participate in a candlelight
rally to protest against 2019 Bowbazar Metro accident, in Kolkata, Wednesday.

Partha Chatterjee’s bail
prayer rejected
Kolkata, Aug 31 (PTI):
The PMLA special court
Wednesday rejected the
bail prayer of arrested former West Bengal minister
Partha Chatterjee and remanded him to judicial
custody for 14 more days.
The PMLA court also
extended the judicial remand of Chatterjee's associate Arpita Mukherjee
for 14 days.
The extension of judicial remand of the duo till
September 14 was ordered
by Judge Jibon Kumar
Sadhu on a prayer by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) which is probing the
alleged money trail in the
School
Service

Commission
appointments scam.
The court, which had on
earlier occasions rejected
Chatterjee's bail prayers,
observed that there has
been no change of circumstances and that the investigation in the case is at an
initial stage.
Judge Sadhu granted
permission to the ED to
further interrogate the
two accused in the correctional homes they are
lodged in and to record
their statements.
Mukherjee did not make
any bail prayer before the
court.
The court directed that
the two accused be produced on September 14 on

the virtual mode as it was
done on Wednesday. They
were arrested by the ED
on July 23 in connection
with the ED's probe into
the money trail in illegal
appointments of teaching
and non-teaching staff in
West Bengal government
sponsored and aided
schools. They had been in
Ed's custody till August 5
and were sent to judicial
custody on the court's orders.
The ED has claimed to
have recovered Rs 49.80
crore in cash, jewellery
and gold bars from flats
owned by Mukherjee and
documents of properties
and a company in joint
holdings.

Former Union minister
and BJP leader Mukhtar
Abbas
Naqvi
on
Wednesday said 'One
Nation, One Election' is
the need of the hour and
that political parties
should not have a "prejudiced mindset" on the
issue.
In an interaction with
journalists, he pitched for
holding simultaneous elections, an idea often pushed
by
Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi, and said
political parties should
move forward towards this
important electoral reform.
Political parties need to
give priority to national
interests over political in-

terests so that this "significant and path-breaking"
electoral reform takes
place, Naqvi said. Most opposition parties have
protested against the idea
of holding Lok Sabha and
various state assembly
polls simultaneously in
the country.
With one or other election being held at regular
intervals, all political parties remain "election machines all the time". This
also causes wastage of
public money and hampers development work.
People, too, become unenthusiastic towards this
"festival of democracy"
due to frequent elections,
Naqvi said in a statement.
He noted that Modi, on
several occasions, has

Masked men vandalise Punjab
church, CM orders probe
Amritsar, Aug 31 (PTI):

Dubai, Aug 31 (PTI):

Leipzig, Aug 31 (AP):

New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):

Hardik rises to best-ever fifth spot
on ICC T20I all-rounder rankings
India's flamboyant allrounder Hardik Pandya
has jumped eight places
to a best-ever fifth position on the latest ICC
T20I all-rounder rankings after his excellent
outing against Pakistan
in the Asia Cup here.
Hardik claimed 3/25
and made 33 not out from
just 17 balls, showing
how vital his impact will
be in India's T20 World
Cup campaign later in
the year in Australia.
E l s e w h e r e ,
Afghanistan's blistering
start to the Asia Cup
tournament has not
gone unnoticed, with a
number of players
rewarded in the updated rankings.
An ICC release
said
Rashid
Khan's push
for the No.1
bowler position has been
helped with a
two-spot jump to third
(708 points), over fellow
leg-spinners Adil Rashid

LORD GANESHA PROCESSION

‘Ensure transparency in
election of party president’
Tharoor supports him

Japan Open: Srikanth
advances; Lakshya, Saina exit

Four masked men broke
into a church in Punjab's
Tarn Taran district, vandalised it and fled after setting the pastor's car on
fire, police said on
Wednesday. The intruders
pointed a pistol at the
watchman's head and tied
his hands in the Tuesday
night incident that was
caught on CCTV cameras
installed at the church.
The intruders then vandalised two idols in the
church,
located
in
Takkarpura village near
Patti town in the border
district. As they left, they
set the pastor's car on fire.
Chief
Minister
Bhagwant Mann condemned the vandalism
and has ordered a probe.
This is a highly condemnable incident and

severest action must be
taken against the perpetrators of this heinous
crime, he said on
Wednesday.
Punjab
Congress
chief
Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring said such incidents are deliberate attempts by some mischievous elements to divide
people.
Police said the CCTV
footage showed two of the
masked men vandalising
the idols. A police team led
by Tarn Taran's Senior
Superintendent of Police
Ranjit Singh Dhillon
reached
the
spot.
Policemen were deployed
in the area in large numbers.
Station House Officer
(Patti Sadar) Sukhbir
Singh said a case has been
registered under sections
295A (deliberate and mali-

cious acts intended to outrage reli gious feelings)
and 452 (house trespass) of
the Indian Penal Code.
A group of people from
the Christian community
held
a
protest
on
Wednesday,
blocking
roads
leading
to
Khemkaran, Bhikhiwind,
Patti,
Harike
and
Ferozepur and demanding
the immediate arrest of
the perpetrators.
SSP Dhillon assured
them that the culprits will
be arrested soon.
"It is a conspiracy by
some mischievous elements who wanted to disturb the peace in the
state," the SSP said.
"We have taken stock of
the situation and are investigating the matter. We
will soon catch those behind this incident," he
added.

called for 'One Nation, One
Election' but some political parties adopted an apathetic and negative approach towards the issue.
Those who have a habit
of "cursing" Modi regularly are unable to digest his
honesty, hard work and
commitment to "decisions
with delivery", Naqvi said,
adding that the country's
politics is now no longer
restricted to a "family cradle". It has become a medium to make people a precious partner in progress
and prosperity, he said.
Socio-economic and educational reforms under
the Modi government will
make India's coming generations and the country's
democratic system better
and more credible, he said.

Pawar for Oppn unity
for 2024 LS polls
New Delhi, Aug 31 (PTI):
Amid bickering among the
opposition parties, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on
Wednesday renewed the
pitch for unity for the Lok
Sabha elections in 2024.
Interacting with reporters
here after welcoming leaders from Haryana into the
party fold, Pawar said the
NCP was open to contesting polls as part of an opposition alliance under a
common minimum programme to take on the BJP.
Pawar also asked the opposition parties to keep aside
differences and unite on an
anti-BJP platform for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
Earlier, he had said efforts
were underway at the national level to bring nonBJP parties together to
create a public opinion. At
the same time, the NCP
supremo had made it clear
that he was not keen on
taking up any responsibility due to his age.

Assam madrassa with ‘links’ to terror outfits demolished
Guwahati, Aug 31 (PTI):
A madrassa in Assam's
Bongaigaon district, which
was allegedly used for carrying out 'jihadi' activities,
was demolished by authorities on Wednesday for "violation of building norms",
a top police officer said.
The district disaster
management authorities
had recently declared that
it was "not fit for human
habitation" as the building
code was not followed during its construction, he
said.
Around a dozen of excavators were deployed to demolish the two-storey
building of the Kabaitari
Ma Arif Madrassa in
Jogighopa area of the district, the officer said,
adding that other struc-

tures on the premises were
also razed to the ground.
The district disaster
management authorities
had issued a notice to the
madrassa for violation of
building norms and declared that it was not fit for
human habitation, he said.
Adequate
security
arrangements were made
there for the demolition
drive, he said. Students of
the educational institute,
which had a residential facility, left for their homes
on Tuesday night, the officer claimed.
There were 224 students,
and the authorities asked
them to vacate the premises by the night of August
30. The district administration helped them go to
their homes. In most cases,
guardians came and took

A madarsa being demolished by authorities for allegedly
carrying out jihadi activities on its premises, in
Bongaigaon district, Wednesday.
away their wards, he said.
The demolition drive,
however, was conducted
days after a teacher of the
madrassa was arrested for

his suspected links with
terror outfits - Al-Qaeda in
the Indian Subcontinent
and Ansarul Bangla Team.
This is the second such

action taken by the state
administration this week
as a madrassa in Barpeta
district, which had allegedly
sheltered
two
Bangladeshi operatives of
Ansarul Bangla Team for
four years, was demolished
on Monday.
One of the alleged
Bangladeshi terror operatives, the principal, a
teacher and another person associated with the
madrassa were also arrested by the Barpeta police.
The police officer from
Bongaigaon said the
Kabaitari
Ma
Arif
Madrassa was demolished,
following the recovery of
incriminating documents
related to 'jihadi' elements
from its canteen during an
operation by the Goalpara
police on Tuesday night.
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