
Stranded 
SSaahhaarraannppuurr:: A sudden
gush of water due to
heavy rain in the Shivalik
hills left many devotees
stranded for sometime
near Maa Shakambari Devi
temple here and several
parked vehicles partially
submerged, an official said
on Tuesday. On getting
information about the
flooding on Monday, the
district authorities brought
the pilgrims to a safer
place and also towed the
vehicles to safety.

Arrested
MMuummbbaaii:: The Mumbai
police on Tuesday arrest-
ed a 35-year-old man for
allegedly operating a call
centre providing sex chat
services and rescued 17
women from the premis-
es in the western suburb
of Malad, an official said.
Based on a tip-off, the
police raided the call cen-
tre of Sea Link Media and
Entertainment in
Kaanchpada locality on
Monday and rescued the
women, the official from
the crime branch said.

Acquitted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here
has acquitted a man
accused of stabbing a
woman, saying there was
no incriminating evidence
against him and as police
officials are only interested
in the success of their
story, their uncorroborated
testimonies cannot be
believed. According to the
prosecution, the accused
was in love with the
woman and allegedly
stabbed her for meeting or
roaming with other men.

Encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An unidentified
militant was killed on
Tuesday in an encounter
with security forces in
Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir,
police said. Security
forces launched a cordon
and search operation in
Nagbal area of Shopian
following information
about the presence of
militants there, they said.

Graft charge
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: The anti cor-
ruption vigilance sleuths
Tuesday apprehended a
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) rank officer on
graft charge in Odisha's
Dhenkanal district, official
sources said. Abhinav
Dalua, DSP in-charge, Sadar
Police Station in Dhenkanal
district was caught red
handed while demanding
and accepting bribe of Rs
30,000 from a coal trans-
porter to facilitate his trans-
portation business, an offi-
cial release said.
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BRIEF

Lion cubs born to Lioness
Vasudha inside an enclosure

at Sarthana Zoo in Surat,
Tuesday.
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Raipur, Aug 30 (PTI): 

The MLAs of the ruling
UPA coalition in
Jharkhand on Tuesday ar-
rived in Raipur by a char-
tered flight to thwart the
BJP's alleged poaching at-
tempt amid the ongoing
political crisis in their
state.

The flight carrying
about 40 MLAs took off
from the Ranchi airport
shortly after 4.30 pm and
arrived at Swami
Vivekananda Airport in
Raipur, the capital of the
C o n g r e s s - r u l e d
Chhattisgarh, around 5:30
pm. Three buses took
them to Mayfair Lake re-
sort in Nava Raipur, said a
local Congress leader.

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
did not accompany them,
he added. The buses carry-
ing the Jharkhand MLAs
were escorted by pilot ve-
hicles on the way to the re-
sort, located around 10 km
from the airport. Security

was tightened around the
resort and mediapersons
were not allowed inside.

News channels showed
a convoy of vehicles of
VIPs and police entering
the resort ahead of the ar-
rival of the Jharkhand
MLAs. Some senior state
Congress leaders too were
reported to have reached
there to welcome the
MLAs.

The leader did not con-
firm the number of MLAs
who reached here but said
Jharkhand Chief Minister

Hemant Soren was not ac-
companying them. The
ruling coalition has 49
MLAs in 81-member
Assembly. Soren's JMM
believes that the BJP may
make a serious attempt to
poach MLAs from it and
the Congress in a bid to
topple the government.

Sources said  Soren's
party, the JMM
(Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha), believes the BJP
may take advantage of the
crisis and make an at-
tempt to poach MLAs of

the ruling coalition to split
and overturn the elected
government, as happened
in several states including
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and Karnataka.

This afternoon, the
MLAs left Mr Soren's resi-
dence in two buses and
moved to the Ranchi air-
port, where a chartered
flight was on standby.

Video footage from the air-
port showed Mr Soren
there too to see them off.

"This is not a surprising
move. It happens in poli-
tics. We are ready to face
any situation," Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
was quoted as saying by
news agency Press Trust
of India after he emerged
from the airport.

Jammu, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Eight people, including
a 16-year-old girl, were
killed and three others
sustained serious injuries
when the car in which
they were travelling skid-
ded off the road and
plunged into a 300-feet
gorge in Kishtwar district
of Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday, officials said.

The vehicle was on its
way from Chingam to
Chatroo and the accident
occurred around 3.15 pm
near Bonda village. All the
passengers who died be-
longed to Bonda village, of-
ficials said.

They said, rescue teams,
comprising police, and
Rashtriya Rifles personnel
and local villagers, carried
out the rescue operation.

Five people were found
dead on the spot and three
others succumbed to in-
juries while being taken to
a hospital, officials said,
adding three more injured
were hospitalised in a crit-
ical condition.

Senior Superintendent
of Police, Kishtwar,
Shafqat Bhat reached the
scene of the accident im-
mediately after hearing
the news and was seen su-
pervising the rescue oper-
ation, officials said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Bashir Ahmad
(35), his brother Nazir
Ahmad (25), Mohammad
Akbar (28), his brother
Fareed (25), Nusrat Banoo
(16), Fareed Hussain (25),
Shareef (25) and Noor
Hussain (35).

The injured - Khatoon
Begum (45), Akhter
Hussain (30) and Manzoor
Ahmad (25) are undergo-
ing treatment at the gov-
ernment hospital, they
said.

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh termed the accident
as unfortunate and said all
possible help, as required,
will be provided."

Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha expressed grief
over the loss of lives and
directed the district ad-
ministration to ensure
best possible treatment to
the injured.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The Supreme
Court Tuesday re-

fused to grant permis-
sion for Ganesh
Chaturthi celebrations
at Idgah Maidan in
Bengaluru and ordered
status quo on land by
both parties.

A three-judge bench
headed by Justice Indira
Banerjee asked the par-
ties to approach the
Karnataka High Court
for the resolution of the
dispute.

"The issues raised in
the Special Leave
Petition may be agitated
by both parties before

the High Court. In the
meanwhile, the status

quo as of today will be
maintained by both

sides. SLP is disposed
of," the bench also com-
prising Justices Abhay S
Oka and M M Sundresh
said.

The top court was
hearing an appeal filed
by the Karnataka Waqf
Board challenging the
order of the High Court.

A division bench of
the Karnataka High
Court on August 26 per-
mitted the state govern-
ment to consider and
pass appropriate orders
on the applications re-
ceived by the Deputy
Commissioner of
Bengaluru (Urban) seek-
ing the use of Idgah
Maidan at Chamarajpet.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):  

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday exercised its ex-
traordinary power under
Article 142 of the
Constitution in approving
the resolution plan to miti-
gate the woes of debenture
holders of Reliance
Commercial Finance
Limited (RCFL), which
committed the first default
under the Debenture Trust

Deeds in March 2019. A
bench comprising Justices
D Y Chandrachud, Surya
Kant, and A S Bopanna
took note of the facts and
circumstances of the case
and said, this Court can,
having regard to Article
142 of the Constitution of
India, stipulate suitable di-
rections to mitigate the po-
tential denial of rights.

The top court was to de-
cide the question of
whether the debenture
holders and other parties
in the present case were re-
quired to follow the proce-
dure under the SEBI

Circular.It held that the
SEBI Circular on the vot-
ing pattern for approving
the resolution plan was
valid and has retroactive
application .

However, it used its ex-
traordinary power to ap-
prove the resolution plan
which was arrived at with-
out following the SEBI cir-
cular and said, We would
like to reiterate that this
Court is issuing the direc-
tions to mould the relief
under Article 142 in view
of the peculiar facts and
circumstances of the pres-
ent case... .

Dehradun, Aug 30 (PTI): 

More than 30 people, in-
cluding an SDM and a DSP,
were hospitalised on
Tuesday after they took ill
following a chlorine gas
leak from a cylinder at a
scrap godown in a busy resi-
dential area in
Uttarakhand's Udham
Singh Nagar district.

The SDM and DSP had
gone to the spot to launch
rescue operations, police
said, adding that so far 34
people have been hospital-
ized after they complained
of burning sensation in
eyes, nausea and difficulty
in breathing.

Some of the victims had
even begun to faint, they
said. The mishap took place

early in the morning in the
busy Azad Nagar Transit
Camp area of Rudrapur.
People began to faint and
scamper about in panic as
the toxic gas began to leak,
officials said. Senior admin-
istrative and police officials
with fire tenders, ambu-
lances and an SDRF team
rushed to the spot and
launched rescue operations.

The affected people were
laid inside the ambulances
and administered oxygen,
the officials said. While try-
ing to move the leaking
cylinder away, SDM
Kaustubh Mishra and DSP
Ashish Bhardwaj also fell
ill, they said, adding some
firemen also started feeling
dizzy and began to vomit.

The leaking cylinder was
later thrown into an open
field and disposed of to pre-
vent the situation from
going worse, police said.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Delhi is the most unsafe
for senior citizens among all
metropolitan cities in India
accounting for over 27 per
cent of total crimes commit-
ted against people aged 60
years and above in these
cities, according to the latest
NCRB data.

Moreover, the national
capital has also witnessed a
28.69 per cent surge in crime
against senior citizens in
2021 as compared to the pre-
vious year with 1,166 cases
registered by the police, the
data of the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB)
showed. In 2020, 906 crimes
against senior citizens were
reported in the national cap-

ital. The charge sheet rate in
cases involving such people
is also quite low in Delhi at
31.5 per cent. After Delhi,
Mumbai also reported a
high number of crimes
against senior citizens (987).
As many as 4,264 cases of
various crimes against sen-
ior citizens were reported in
19 metropolitan cities in
2021. Among the crimes
against senior citizens, theft
is the most common with
659 cases reported in Delhi
in 2021, followed by cheating
and fraud (153). In 2021,
Delhi Police investigated
2,318 cases of crimes against
senior citizens, out of which
1,152 were pending investi-
gation from the previous
year, NCRB data shows.

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 30 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Tuesday claimed that the
grouping of the G-23 "never
existed" in the party and
blamed the media for "per-
petuating this mythology."

Days after Ghulam Nabi
Azad, who led the group of
dissidents quit the
Congress, AICC general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
claimed that G-23 was a cre-
ation of the media and ac-
cused it of "perpetuating"
the "mythology" of such a
grouping.

"G-23 is a figment of your
imagination. Where is the
G-23 now? It never existed.
Why you are going on per-
petuating this mythology
of G-23," Ramesh said, re-
acting to a query on the
possibility of participation

of the leaders of dissident
group in the party's upcom-
ing mega organisational
programme Bharat Jodo
yatra led by Rahul Gandhi.

During his interaction
with media along with
party's senior leader
Digvijaya Singh and AICC

general secretary Tariq
Anwar and attended by
Kerala leaders including
Shashi Tharoor, Ramesh
said, "There is no G-23.
There is only a G-Congress
(an apparent reference to
the Gandhian Congress)."

Singh also lashed out at

the leaders who quit the
Congress over their alleged
differences with the leader-
ship, saying they walked
out of the party not be-
cause of the ideological is-
sues.

"Tell me one statement
of the person you are men-
tioning...Has he given any
statement against the RSS
or the BJP or Mr Modi or
the functioning of the BJP
government? What kind of
politics is this,? Singh said
when asked about the res-
ignation of Azad from the
party. The senior party
leaders' statement as-
sumes significance in
wake of the speculation
that the dissident G-23
group may field candi-
dates for the Congress
presidential polls in
October this year.

Prayagraj (UP), Aug 30 (PTI): 

The Allahabad High
Court on Tuesday extended
the interim stay till
September 30 on a Varanasi
court order directing the
Archaeological Survey of
India to conduct a physical
survey at the Kashi
Vishwanath temple-
Gyanvapi mosque complex
and further proceedings in
this case.

The high court observed
that the counter-affidavit
filed by the Director
General of the
Archeological Survey of
India (ASI) is "very sketchy"
and directed the official to

file a personal affidavit in
ten days as the "matter is of
national importance".

The petitioner, Anjuman
Intezamia Masazid of
Varanasi, had challenged
the maintainability of the
original suit filed in 1991 in
the Varanasi district court.

The high court on
September 9, 2021, stayed
the Varanasi court's order
dated April 8, 2021.

After a request by the
counsel for the petitioner,
Justice Prakash Padia on
Tuesday granted 10 days to
file a supplementary rejoin-
der affidavit and fixed
September 12, 2022 as the
next date of hearing in the
case. Counsel for respon-
dent Ajay Kumar Singh ar-
gued that "from the reading
of Section 3 of of the Places

of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991, it is
clear that it relates to the
prohibition of conversion of
a place of worship and the
plaintiff does not seek the
conversion of the place".

He argued that the reli-
gious character of the place
in dispute is of a "temple
that is in existence from an-
cient times till today, and
therefore, for better adjudi-
cation of the application,
evidence should be led".

The high court said, "In
so far the respondent
No.7/Union of India,
Ministry of Culture
through Director General,
Archeological Survey of
India-New Delhi, is con-
cerned, nobody is present
when the matter is taken
up."

POACHING FEARS

J’khand UPA MLAs flown to Raipur
̈ Moved to resort

UPA MLAs after arrival at Swami Vivekananda Airport
boarding buses for a resort here.

The ruling coalition has 49 MLAs in the 81-member Assembly.
The JMM, the largest party, has 30 MLAs, the Congress 18 leg-
islators, and Tejashwi Yadav's Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) one.
The main opposition BJP has 26 MLAs. Minister Mithilesh
Thakur had claimed that the ruling coalition has "50 MLAs
(including the Speaker, which can go up to 56" while asserting
that they had learnt "resort politics" from the BJP.

This is for the third time in the last one-and-a-half years that
MLAs of Congress and its allies have been shifted to Raipur
amid fears of poaching by the BJP. In June, fearing cross-voting
in Rajya Sabha election, the main opposition Congress in
Haryana had shifted its MLAs to Raipur to protect them from
alleged poaching bid. Candidates of the Bodoland Peoples Front
(BPF), a member of the Congress-led grand alliance during the
last year's Assam Assembly polls, were brought to Raipur in
April 2021 ahead of counting of votes.

Party position in Assly

Third time in one-and-a-half years
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G ‘No Ganesh fest at Bengaluru Idgah ground’

District Special Weapons and Tactics (D-SWAT) team deployed at the
disputed Idgah Maidan, at Chamrajpet area in Bengaluru, Tuesday.

FESTIVE RUSH

A crowd of people throng Dadar market to shop ahead of Ganapati festival in Mumbai, Tuesday.

MATTER OF CONCERN

‘Delhi most unsafe
for senior citizens’

Chlorine gas leak in Rudrapur
̈ SDM, DSP among

34 hospitalised

Kashi Vishwanath-Gyanvapi Case

HC extends stay on survey at disputed site
̈ Says affidavit by

ASI DG is sketchy

G-23 never existed, claims Cong

JJaammmmuu:: The spate of resignations in the Jammu and Kashmir
Congress continued unabated with 64 more leaders including a
former deputy chief minister tendering their resignation and
joining the Ghulam Nabi Azad camp on Tuesday, leaving the unit
of the national party in the Union Territory in tatters. Led by for-
mer deputy chief minister Tara Chand, the leaders in their joint
resignation letter to Congress president Sonia Gandhi said "all
of us had a very long association with the party spanning over
decades...but unfortunately we found that the treatment meted
out to us was humiliating." Putting up a brave face, Jammu and
Kashmir Pradesh Congress Committee president Vikar Rasool
Wani, once a close ally of Azad, lashed out at the defectors and
said only cowards run away during difficult times.

64 Cong leaders resign in support of Azad

SC comes to rescue of
debenture holders of firm
̈ Exercises special

power, approves
resolution plan 

Eight killed as car
falls into gorge

̈ In J&K’s Kishtwar

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  3300:: The 50th
General Body Meeting of BSP
Ex-Officers' Association was
held on Monday at Pragati
Bhavan (OA Bldg), presided
over by Saroj Ranjan Das,
President of BSP Ex-OA.
Narendra Banchhor, President
BSP OA & Chairman SEFI at-
tended & addressed the meet-
ing. Ex-OA office bearers Dilip
Verma, RB Gupta, JB Patil and
many senior retired officers
(about 100) attended the
meeting.

Ex-OA President SR Das
gave feedback on recent de-
velopments on important is-
sues such as latest status of
Pension, Gratuity, EPS 95
Pension, 11 months' perks ar-
rears, SAIL Mediclaim Scheme

2022-23 etc. Hearing of the 67
cases of EPS 95 Pension has
completed before the 3 judge
bench of the Supreme Court of
India on August 11 and the
judgement is awaited. A group
of 40 retired officers of SAIL
have filed a case in the Delhi
High Court for making the re-
vised Gratuity in SAIL effective
from January 01, 2017, as per
the 3rd PRC recommenda-
tions, which has been imple-
mented in almost all other
PSUs. Its hearing was on
August 25 & the next date of
hearing is fixed on March 15,
2023. The case regarding pay-
ment of 11 month's perks is
still pending in the Kolkata
High Court. He added that re-
quest has been made with
SEFI Chairman to kindly take
up the issue of increasing the

IPD amount of SAIL Mediclaim
Scheme from the present Rs 8
lakh to Rs10 lakh (for both)
from the next year. 

The house unanimously
passed a resolution profusely
thanking the Chairman, SAIL
for the generosity shown by
her in raising the OPD ceiling
in various age categories, the
IPD ceiling to Rs 8 lakh in the

SAIL Mediclaim Scheme and
stopping recovery of OPD/IPD
cost from Mediclaim for the
services offered in SAIL
Hospitals, making premium
free for those above 80 years
of age.

It was decided to again take
up the issue of pension or fi-
nancial assistance to the exec-
utives who retired prior to

January 01, 2007.
Yuvraj Khemka, Head of

Administration of Shree
Narayana Hospital, Raipur ad-
dressed the meeting giving de-
tails of the best treatment fa-
cilities in the Hospital, espe-
cially Orthopaedic treatments
including joint replacements &
Trauma care for which it is fa-
mous in Chhattisgarh.

It was decided to hold a
medical camp of Shree
Narayana Hospital on
September 06, 2022 at OA
Building. In-charge officer of
the Bhilai unit of TPA, MD India
Mohammad Hussain spoke on
the features of the SAIL
Mediclaim Scheme: 22-23 &
clarified the common doubts
of members on the SAIL
Mediclaim Scheme.

OA President & SEFI
Chairman Banchhor spoke in
detail about the various impor-
tant issues such as 11 months'
perks arrears, revised Gratuity,
Pay Revision arrears, efforts to
be made for revision in SAIL
Mediclaim scheme etc.  Ex-OA
General Secretary Dilip Verma
conducted the proceedings &
Vice President Ram Babu
Gupta proposed vote of thanks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: The offi-
cers / personnel of Durg
Police will be able to get a
leave on their birthday.
Further, they will also
celebrate the birthday
with their colleagues.

Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Dr
Abhishek Pallava has di-
rected to celebrate the
birthdays of all the offi-
cers and personnel post-
ed in the Police
Department and to give
them a holiday on their
birthdays so that they
can celebrate their
birthdays with their
families.

On the occasion of the
birthday of Inspector
Chandrakant Kosaria
and Constable Deepak
Sharma posted in traffic
police in Nehru Nagar,
SP Dr Pallava attended

the function. Their birth-

day was celebrated by
cutting cakes.

SP gifted them birth-
day cards as well as a
sapling and sweets. On
this occasion, all the
gazetted officers posted
in the police department
were also present and
wished their subordinate
officers/employees a
very happy birthday.

BMS celebrates Environment Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30:
Highlighting the impor-
tance of environmental
protection to bring public
awareness, Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh celebrates
August 28 as Environment
Day across the country. On
this day, BMS office bear-
ers conducted tree planta-
tions in every district of
the country. They also took
out an awareness rally re-
garding environmental
protection, pollution con-
trol, ban on plastic and
saving trees. On this occa-
sion, Mango, Neem, Peepal
and other fruit-bearing
plants were planted in the
Civic Center area of Bhilai
Nagar by the BMS ac-
tivists led by District
Secretary Anjani Kumar
Dwivedi. He said that all
living beings on earth can-
not live without oxygen

and we get this oxygen
from pure and clean air.
We get this pure air
through trees, so it is very
important for all of us to
plant more and more trees
so that we and our coming
generations can get a
clean environment.
District Secretary Anjani
Kumar Dwivedi, Shankar
Agarwal, Rajesh Sharma,
Devnath, Harat and Durg
district in-charge SM
Pandey, Bhilai Ispat
Mazdoor Sangh President
Indramani Mishra and
others were present.

Karm Shiromani awards
given in T & D department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: Karm
Shiromani awards for
August 2022 were given
away in Transport and
Diesel department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant for
exemplary work by em-
ployees. Gopinath Mallik,
GM I/c (Traffic) was the
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. Shiv Prakash
Upadhyay from Signalling
section and S Papa Rao
from Traffic section were
felicitated on the occasion.
All General Managers of T
& D department and
Senior officers were pres-
ent during the pro-
gramme.

Gopinath Mallik con-
gratulated the Karm
Shiromani awardees for

their contribution to the
department. He also gave
credit to their spouses for
their superior perform-
ance. The awardees shared
their experiences during
the programme.

MD Reddy, SM (Pers)
compered the programme.
COVID protocols of Social
distancing were followed

during the award distribu-
tion ceremony. Employees
are shortlisted for this
award for innovations, bet-
ter resource utilisation,
following Safety standards
etc at the workplace. A cer-
tificate, momento, letter of
appreciation and a sweet
packet was given to Karm
Shiromani awardees.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  3300:: In a major devel-
opment adding one more feath-
er in the glory of SAIL, Bhilai
Steel Plant, National
Accreditation Board for testing
and calibration laboratories has
granted NABL accreditation to
product testing laboratories of
SAIL, Bhilai Steel Plant, in the
stream of chemical & mechani-
cal testing.

In a formal ceremony organ-
ised in R&C laboratory confer-
ence hall on August 29, Director
In-Charge, Bhilai Steel Plant
Anirban Dasgupta and
Executive Director (Works)
Anjani Kumar, graced the occa-
sion to celebrate the success

and expressed their satisfaction
on the achievement and praised
the efforts put in by R&C lab
team lead by Sandip Kumar
Kar, CGM (Quality & SMS-3),
for achieving this success with-
out engaging any external con-
sultants.  With the NABL ac-
creditation of product testing
laboratories, Bhilai Steel Plant
now stands among the few inte-
grated steel plants in India hav-
ing NABL accredited in-house
testing labs. This will not only
enhance business prospects of
Bhilai Steel Plant but will also
enhance the customer confi-
dence and satisfaction. NABL
Accreditation is recognition of a
laboratory for its high level of
transparency and compliance to

ISO/IEC 17025: 2017 laboratory
standard. Credit for this
achievement goes to the team
of R&C lab staff under the lead-
ership of Sandip Kumar Kar,
Chief General Manager (Quality
& SMS-3) constituting of the
following members: Alok Goel
(Quality Manager-NABL), R
Sudhir (Section I/C - MTL-II),
Sathya Devi (Section I/C -CCL &
Metallography), Vinita Verma
(Technical Manager- MTL-II),
Anita Tirkey (Technical
Manager -CCL &
Metallography), Richa Awasthi
(Key Driver- NABL), AV Manoj,
SSRC Murthy, Suraiya S Kader,
Pawan Kumar, Jahid Khan, D
Swetha, CP  Pradeep, Leena
Warathe and Mohan Verma.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava led the
traffic police to check the
vehicles at Nehru Nagar
Square and took action
against the violators. He
took plenary action
under the Motor Vehicle
Act against two drivers.

The driver of vehicle
number MH 02 HB 8842 -
Sagar Patel (26) was
found driving the vehicle
without wearing a seat
belt. A fine of ? 500 was
recovered from him
under section 194B of
the Motor Vehicle Act.
Narendra Diwan (24)
was riding his Enfield
Bullet no CG 07AZ 6046
with a modified silencer.
A fine of ? 2000 was re-
covered from him under
section 190 (2) and the
modified silencer was
seized by the police.

During the special
drive, more than 300 vehi-

cles were checked.
Action was taken against
211 drivers for violations
including bikes with two
pillion riders, without
helmet, without seat belt,
modified bike silencer,
drink and drive, etc.

Along with taking ple-
nary action during vehi-
cle checking, SP hon-
oured the drivers / rid-
ers who were found
obeying the traffic rules.

SP honoured them with
a mug having the logo of
Durg Police as well as
mementos.

During the special
checking drive, the vehi-
cles were checked by all
the gazetted officers of
the district police includ-
ing Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv, Additional
Superintendent of
Police (City); Anant
Sahu, Additional

Superintendent of
Police (Rural), Vishwas
Chandrakar, Additional
Superintendent of
Police (Traffic ); Meeta
Pawar, Additional
Superintendent of
Police (ICUAW);
Abhishek Jha (CSP
Durg), Nassar Siddiqui
(CSP Bhilai Nagar),
Kaushalendra Patel
(CSP Chhawani), Gurjit
Singh, Deputy

Superintendent of
Police (Traffic); Sanjay
Pundhir (SDOP,
Dhamdha); Nilesh
Dwivedi (Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Police Line),
Ramesh Kumar
Chandra (Reserve
Inspector, Police Line),
Anish Sarathi (Reserve
Inspector Traffic) and
Inspector Durgesh
Sharma (SHO, Supela).

Vendors fined for selling
Plaster of Paris idols 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: Bhilai
M u n i c i p a l
Corporation's flying
squad team inspected
the spots where idols of
Shri Ganesha are being
sold in major markets of
the city. They checked
the vendors selling
Ganesh idols at Supela
Chowk, Power House
and Raipur Naka.

They instructed the
vendors not to obstruct

the roads, not using the
banned plastic carry
bags, etc. They also
checked the expiry dates
of the packed foods
being sold at eateries in
Power House Market.

Plaster of Paris idols
harm the environment
as they are not easily
soluble in water. The
team inspected the
vends of KN Mohan
Rao, Jeetu Art, Raju
Yadav, Rakesh Gupta,
Rahul Gupta, Meena

Devi, Ramapal,
Dharamveer Sharma,
Rajkishore, Rajkumar
Vishwakarma, Krishna
Pal and others and
found that the idols
were made of clay.

The team informed
them for not selling the
Plaster of Paris idols.
During the inspection in
Supela, an idol made of
plaster of Paris was
kept for sale in Amit
Lal's shop.

BMC team imposed a

fine of Rs 300 on the
shopkeeper. The team
fined Rs 500 from Manju
and Rs 200 from Magar
Rao in Supela. It needs
to be mentioned here
that Municipal
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar has given
instructions to the offi-
cers to inspect the mar-
kets and check whether
idols made of plaster of
Paris are being sold.

In this sequel, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation

squad inspected the
areas where the idols
were kept for sale.
Sanitation inspectors
Anjani Singh and
Virendra Banjare were
present. Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
appealed to the common
citizens to purchase the
idols made of clay only
and avoid purchasing
the PoP idols which are
lighter in weight but are
very harmful for the en-
vironment.

Equipments to be distributed
among divyangs and elderly

on PM’s birthday 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: On the oc-
casion of the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
birthday, various equip-
ment and other necessary
items will be distributed
among the divyangs and
elderly people. This event
is being organised by Rajya
Sabha member Saroj
Pandey on the occasion of
PM Narendra Modi's birth-
day on September 17. Prior
to this, a day-long medical
examination and registra-
tion camp has been organ-
ized at Swami
Vivekananda Auditorium
in Padmanabhapur, Durg
on September 01
(Thursday). Under this pro-
gramme, free distribution
of items / equipment will
be done on September 17
for the disabled and elderly
people of the city after
checking their health relat-
ed needs.

To get the free equip-
ment, the person con-
cerned has to visit the
camp on September 01
with his Aadhar card copy
(and if there is any other
medical certificate). The
doctors will examine the
visitors and recommend
various equipment / items
as per their need.
Thereafter, all the selected
registered beneficiaries
will get the equipment /
items on September 17.

MP Saroj Pandey has
urged all the denizens to
participate in this sacred
work of human service. If
you find any needy person
in your area who is trou-
bled by health problems,
please inform and motivate
them to visit the check up
camp, she added. Elderly,
Divyang people, blind and
deaf will get the necessary
equipment.

Equipments to be provid-
ed in the camp include
Tricycle (Manual and
Battery Operated);
Wheelchair; Commode
Chair; Stick with sensors
(For the Blind); Walker;
Crutches; Foot Care Kit for
Diabetes Patients (Sandal);
Cervical Neck; Knee,
Ankle and Hip Supporters
and Straps; Hearing aids;
Tab & MSID Kit for
Retarded Children;
Children's Rollator; Cell
Phones to Leprosy pa-
tients; Eyeglasses, etc.
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Free check-up and registration camp on Sep 01

Saroj Pandey

NABL accreditation awarded to Product
Testing Laboratories of Bhilai Steel Plant

SP checks vehicles; takes action against violators 

Cops to get a leave on birthday 

GBM of BSP Ex-OA discusses various important issues
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Sports tournament held at Pt JNMMC 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 30: Four
days sports competition
was organised from 26th
August to 30th August at
Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College
Raipur on the occasion of
National Sports Day. The
sports competition was in-
augurated in presence of
Dean Dr Tripti Nagaria,
Dr Manik Chatterjee, for-
mer Head of Department
of Anatomy and Prof Dr
Sandeep Chandrakar.

Singles, doubles and
mixed doubles badminton
and table tennis events
were held in boys and girls
category. Prizes were dis-
tributed at the hands of
Prof PK Khodiyar

Department of
Biochemistry, Prof.
Santosh Sonkar
Department of Surgery,
Prof. Sandeep
Chandrakar Department
of Surgery, Prof. Dr. Vivek
Patre Radio Diagnosis
Department, Dr.
Debapriya Rath of
B i o c h e m i s t r y
Department.

In table tennis boys sin-
gles Manish Sahu
emerged winner whereas
Nirakar Patel stood run-
ner up and Nityanand
Patel second runner up. In
table tennis girls singles
Minakshi Bhai bagged
winners title while runner
up title was won by Rose
Singh. Ritika Tirky
bagged second runner up
title in this category.

A pair of Jayant Patel
and Manish Sahu won

table tennis boys doubles
whereas Nityanand Patel
and Nirakar Patel won
runners up title and Vivek
Sahu and Neelkanth Patel
got the title of second run-
ner up. In Table tennis
girls doubles winners title
was won by a pair of
Ritika Tirky and Lenila
Nagesh while Minakshi
Bhai and Rashmi Kiran
won runner-up title and
Akansha Paikar and
Madhu Kiran Sahu won
second runner-up titles.

The entire competition
was completed under the
guidance of Sports Officer
Dr Sudhir Rajpal with the
cooperation of senior stu-
dents Gaurav Dhruv,
Balbir Singh, Abhishek
Tyagi, Abhishek Gujrathi,
Ayush Patel, Nityanand,
Neelkanth Patel and all
senior students.

Imon, Pakhi into quarters of All India Tennis Series

Raipur, Aug 30: Imon
Bhatt defeated Darsh
Agrawal from Telangana
with the score of 6-1, 6-1
to advance into quarter
finals of the All India
Tennis Tournament
Championship Series
Under 18 being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh State

Tennis Association
(CSTA) here on
Tuesday.

Similarly, Mankirat
Singh defeated
Satyakam Mishra,
Parth Daulkar defeated
Tavish, Shubham
Sarangi defeated
Achintya, Padyuman
Singh Tomar defeated

Khirman Tandi,
Kamlesh Rath defeated
Abhinav Singh, Atharva
Raj Balani and Rohin
Premchandani also won
their matches to enter
into quarters of boys cat-
egory.

In the girls category,
matches, Pakhi Bhatt de-

feated top rank player
Tohipka Gangbeur from
Andhra Pradesh with the
score of 6-3, 6-3 to create
an upset in the tourna-
ment. Similarly, Prisha
Das, Ananya Dubey,
Avantika Gutgutiya won
their matches to advance
ahead in the tournament.

Traffic to be made one-way at many places

Raipur, Aug 30:
In view of the traffic jam
due to Ganeshotsav and
other festivals, the capital
police has chalked out a
major plan to handle traf-
fic congestion. The Traffic
department has decided to
declare many roads one-
way from Aug 31 onwards.
It is notable here that with
no public programmes or
celebrations of
Ganeshotsav during
Corona pandemic, people
are now equally more anx-
ious to celebrate it with
double the enthusiasm

this year and due to which
large size statues and ‘pan-
dals’ have been erected in
city, with huge decoration
covering entire road. This
has reduced the size of the
motorable road and with
number of vehicles in-
creasing each day, it is
going to be tough for peo-
ple to manage in the com-
ing ten days.

So in order to handle
such traffic jams and con-
gestion on main roads, the
Traffic Police department
has issued guidelines to
manage the traffic, spe-
cially during the evening
hours. In case of traffic
jams in the night, the traf-
fic police will be keeping
an eye through CCTVs
and using ITMS system

and there are plans to
reach at that site within 10
minutes.

The traffic police has
also directed to appointed
volunteers in the
Ganesha’s pandal and they
will also look after move-
ment of traffic and ensure
its smooth movement.
There are reports that the
three main roads in city
viz. KK Road, MG Road
and Kankalipara road has
been declared as one-way
from Aug 31 onwards. The
traffic here will be divert-
ed to other routes from one
side. Meanwhile depend-
ing upon the number of
stalls erected for
Ganeshotsav at different p
laces, the police is making
necessary arrangements
to handle traffic, specially
during peak period.

Two accused nabbed
involved in looting mobiles

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  3300::  The police has
arrested two accused involved in
looting incident riding in a Activa
vehicle and the police has seized
total five stolen mobile phones
and one Activa vehicle from their
possession used in the crime.

As per reports, twenty days
back, at around 8-9 pm the com-
plainant Roshan Sahu was coming
back from night shift in his cycle.
It was here near Bhawani
Moulder’s company that two per-
sons on Activa came from behind
and looted him of his mobile
phone and ran away. It was on his

complaint, a case was lodged
under section 392 of IPC in Urla
Police thana and matter was
taken under investigation. 

The Urla police held talks with
the complainant taking all details
and looks of the accused and then
started the search. As per details,
the two accused were nabbed
along with total five stolen mobile
including the one that of the com-
plainant. The two accused are-
Monu alias Durgesh Yadu, S/o
Raju Yadu (20) R/o Heerapur and
Takeshwar Nishad S/o Chandra
Kumar Nishad (21), R/o Gram
Kara, Thana Urla Raipur. The
Activa vehicle bearing no. CG 04
NL 1033 was also seized which the
two were using in looting. A case
under section 41 was filed against
the two and both were sent to
judicial custody.

Two arrested on availing Input Tax
Credit through fake documents

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 30:
P r i n c i p a l
Commissioner Central
Goods & Services Tax
Raipur (GST) has ar-
rested two Businessmen
from Raipur on the
charges of availing
Input Tax credit
through fake bills worth
nearly Rs 6 crore. After
arresting, both of them
have been sent to jail.

According to a press

release issued here, the
GST team investigation
found that Manoj
Kumar Valecha and
Sparsh Soni had been
involved in series of
fake firms to prepare
fake bills to avail Input
Tax credit. On receiving
complaint, the GST
team had conducted in-
spection at various
firms including M/s
Radhe Constructions,
M/s Ayaz Khan, M/s
Mantu Kaji, M/s Disha
Traders and M/s
Mukesh Traders Raipur
during which it found
that several fake bills
were made. Both
Valecha and Soni were

involved in the process
of preparing fake bills
and without supplying
the goods and services,
they have passed fake
ITC.

Officials found that
both of them were bene-
ficiaries in the above
transactions and their
act was against the pro-
visions in CGST Act.
Both of them were ar-
rested on Tuesday. A 14-
day remand has been
approved by the Chief
Judicial Magistrate.

With the above ar-
rests, the Raipur
Commissioner office
has taken action against
total 8 persons so far.

Preparation to impose ESMA

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 30: The
strike of officers and em-
ployees federation in sup-
port of demand for DA and
HRA parity with that of
central government con-
tinued for 9th day in a row
today. After releasing
order for break in service
on Monday the state gov-
ernment is preparing to
impose ESMA. According
to state government there
would be no salary deduc-
tion if employees returned
to work from September 1.

According to government,
police security would be
given to the employees
who are willing to come to
their work.

Meanwhile federation
leaders said that strike
was launched after notice
to the chief secretary
about a month ago and
that ESMA cannot be im-
posed. On the other hand
the women employees are
observing fast and per-
forming ‘puja’ at the venue
of dharna despite Holiday
on ‘Teej’. All agitating em-
ployees reached venue of
dharna in the capital
Raipur on Monday morn-
ing and started raising
anti-government slogans.
Some of the agitating em-
ployees said that state gov-
ernment hiked HRA of

IAS, IPS and IFS officers
ignoring the demand of
state government employ-
ees. Government seems to
be concerned for few offi-
cers only.

The federation leaders
held talks with the chief
secretary Amitabh Jain
yesterday but no concrete
outcome came out of the
talks. Meanwhile federa-
tion has called a meeting
of its allied unions at 2 pm
on Wednesday to chalk out
further strategy.

Convenor Kamal Verma
said that report of calling
off strike was only propa-
ganda. Division-district
conveners and incharges
have been called to meet-
ing on Wednesday. No deci-
sion was taken for calling
off strike.

Full salary to employees
returning to work by 2nd Sept

Raipur, Aug 30: State gov-
ernment has given new
proposal to the employees
who are currently on
strike in support of de-
mand for DA and HRA.
According to general ad-
ministration department
there will be no salary de-
duction for employees re-
turning to work by
September 2. Full salary
would be given by consid-
ering leave on strike peri-
od for such employees.

A new circular to this ef-
fect was issued on Tuesday

by deputy secretary in
general administration de-
partment Mery Khess. All
department heads, rev-
enue board, divisional
commissioners and collec-
tors were given instruc-
tions through circular
over the strike. According
to General Administration
Department, it has been
brought to the notice of
the government that many
officers and employees
participating in the indefi-
nite strike want to return
to work.

The general administra-
tion deputy secretary
wrote in circular that if
the officers and employees
participating in the strike
appeared for their work on

September 1 or September
2, then their strike period
should be approved and
salary should be paid to
them.

This circular is being
considered as a proposal to
end the strike to the em-
ployees. At present, about
four lakh employees be-
longing to more than 100
employee unions along
with Chhattisgarh Staff
Officers Federation are on
strike. A day earlier, the
General Administration
Department had termed
the strike as misconduct
under the Service Conduct
Rules.

It was said that the no
leave should be sanctioned
for employees who were

on strike from 25 to 29 July
and are still on strike.
Salary for that number of
days should not be paid
and disciplinary action
should be recommended.

In the circular issued on
Monday, an attempt was
made to give relief to the
employees who were not
participating in the strike.
It said, on the call of vari-
ous employees’ unions,
many employees have
been on strike since
August 22. The employees
who were on strike in the
last period from July 25 to
July 29 and who have not
participated at present
should be paid their salary
with sanction of leave for
the previous period.

HUGE IDOLS

This time huge idols of Lord Ganesha have been placed by the Ganeshotsav Samiti
and it has been brought to the venue directly and decoration too has started.

‘WELCOME OF LORD GANPATI’

Youth and children are openly welcoming arrival of Lord Shri Ganesha purchasing the idols here on Tuesday.

 With consideration
of leave; Govt’s offer
to end strike

Federation to chalk
out next course of
action for continu-
ing strike

GST Commissioner
takes them in 14-
day custody

Traffic department
chalks out plan to
handle traffic con-
gestion during fes-
tive season

 On National Sports Day

Raipur, Aug 30: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur celebrated
National Sports Day to com-
memorate the birth anniver-
sary of Major Dhyanchand
on 29th August 2022.
Shaurya – The Sports
Committee of NIT Raipur
organized a session on im-
portance of sports in daily
life and how it helps in stay-
ing fit and rejuvenating. Dr.
Shrish Verma, Director in-
charge was present as Chief
Guest of the program.

Dr PY Dhekne, Dean,
Student Welfare addressed
everyone emphasizing the
importance of sports. He
also gave examples of some
great role models like Sunil
Gavaskar, Kapil Dev, Madan
Lal that we have been
blessed with, courtesy of
sports and explained that
the students should learn
from them about dedication

and discipline. Dr. Shrish
Verma, Director In-charge,
Dean Academics briefed
about the ‘Magical’ Major
Dhyanchand and his own ex-
perience of cricket and men-
tioned about the tradition of
NIT having good sports. He
then addressed the students
by asking them to take away
valuable life-lessons from
sports such as sportsman-
ship and team spirit.

Samarth Mishra, Pickle
Ball Player introduced the
sport at the institute and ex-
plained how it was a mixture
of table tennis, badminton,
and tennis and that how
soon it will be a part of
Olympics. Dr. P.Y. Dhekne
and Dr. Shrish Verma
kicked-off the event by play-
ing a little pickleball.
Various games were organ-
ized like dodgeball, arm
wrestling and tug of war to
cap off the day.

Sports Day celebrated
at NIT Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  3300:: According to
data released by National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) the level
of crime in Chhattisgarh has
come down in the year 2021 as
compared to the year 2018 and
Chhattisgarh is in a better place
in reducing crime as compared
to other states of the country. 

According to NCRB date
Chhattisgarh was 5th in the mat-
ter of rape till the year 2018 but
now it has come on 11th position
in the year 2021. This shows sig-

nificant decline in the cases of
rape in Chhattisgarh. According
to NCRB data Chhattisgarh was
in 14th position till 2018 in the
matter of attempt to rape inci-
dents but in 2021 there has been
an improvement. Chhattisgarh
now stands 16th in attempt to
rape incidents.

NCRB data also indicates
Chhattisgarh’s 12th position in
the cases of abduction in the
year 2021. There has been
decline in major criminal inci-
dents like dacoity. NCRB data
showed that Chhattisgarh which
stood 12th in 2018 has now come
to 16th position in such inci-

dents. Chhattisgarh Police has
presented various standards
under the guidance of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
According to the intention of the
Chief Minister, various schemes
have been started for the action
against chit fund operators,
return of cases registered
against tribals, crime control,
speedy action on crimes against
women, effective control over
Naxalite problem and arrest of
Naxalites and welfare of police
personnel. Police of
Chhattisgarh has presented new
dimensions in Community
Policing.

Decline in crime rate in Chhattisgarh
 11th in rape incidents,

12th in abduction cases
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NSUI gherao Shaheed
Mahendra Karma University

Jagdalpur, Aug 30:
Shaheed Mahendra Karma
University was today
gheraoed by Bastar district
NSUI. The issue is related to
appointment of Dr K Indra
Murty as the Vice-
Chancellor of the
University. Dr Murty is fac-
ing charges of being in-
volved in selling of papers
and other corruption

charges. There was a lot of
anger among the students
regarding this decision. In
protest against the appoint-
ment of Indra Murthy as
the Vice-Chancellor, ac-
tivists and students led by
former NSUI District
President and Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly
gheraoed the university.
Former District President
Manohar Sethia and
Assembly Speaker Vishal
Khambari said that, in the
Government Kakatiya
College, Jagdalpur, there
are cases of corruption in
the past against Dr. K. Indra

Murthy of the Faculty of
Science. Corruption cases
have also come to fore
against the Principal of
Government Kakatiya
College, Jagdalpur, who is
said to be his relative and
the case is presently under
investigation. An inquiry
committee has been formed
by the University and giv-
ing charge of Vice-
Chancellor of the same uni-
versity to this person is a
matter of concern.NSUI de-
mands that the people in-
volved in such corruption
charges should be removed
and instead charge should
be given to the Divisional
Commissioner Bastar. On
this occasion Usman Raza,
Jasketan Joshi, Maz Lilha,
Pankaj Kewat, Nurend
Sahu, Faisal Navy, Ram
Duggage, Sheikh Ayaz,
Shubham Chaudhary,
Abhay Singh, Anurag,
Khilesh, Kishore, Hanshu,
Vipul Mandal, Ankit,
Dipesh, Rahul, Deepak,
Eklavya and other students
were present.

Awareness-cum-training prog held under PMMSY by LINAC

Raipur, Aug 30:
Awareness-cum-training
program on “Fish retail
Business by Fish Farmer
Producer Organizations”
under Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY) was Jointly or-
ganized by LINAC,
Regional Training Center
(RTC), National
Cooperative Development
Corporation, Raipur and
Department of Fisheries,
Ministry of ADH&F,
Government of India on
Aug 26 at Training Hall of
Late Shri Punaram
Nishad Fisheries College
(SPNFC), Kawardha,
Chhattisgarh.

Dr. G.K. Dutta, Dean,
SPNFC, Kawardha was
the chief guest of the said
program. Other digni-
taries included Kailash
Kumar Kaushik, Regional
Director, National
Cooperative Development
Corporation, Raipur, D.K.

Srivastava, Assistant
Fisheries Officer,
Kawardha, Dr. J. K Jakhar,
Dr. D.K. Damle, Dr.
Kamlesh Panda and Dr.
Nightingale Devi,
Assistant Professor,
SPNFC, Kawardha were
also present in the pro-
gram.

This was the second dis-
trict level awareness pro-
gram organized by the
National Cooperative
Development Corporation
under the central sector

component of PMMSY in
the state. More than 100
participants mainly fish-
ermen/fishermen women
participated in the pro-
gram.

Dr. G.K. Dutta, Dean,
SPNFC, Kawardha empha-
sized the need for develop-
ment of fisheries infra-
structure and said that the
fisheries sector has huge
potential for employment
generation and increasing
farmers’ income. He said
that the fisheries sector

can play an important role
in the rural economy and
has the potential to in-
crease the income of small
and marginal farmers. He
also highlighted the role of
Fish Farmer Producer
Organization (FFPO) in
the development of fish-
eries sector. Further, he
praised the National
Cooperative Development
Corporation for playing a
vital role in the overall de-
velopment of the coopera-
tive sector in the state.

A presentation was
given by Kailash Kumar
Kaushik, Regional
Director, National
Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC),
Raipur on the role of
NCDC in the development
of fisheries sector and on
the role of NCDC as an im-
plementing agency under
PMMSY. He also shared
the funding pattern of
NCDC and requested the
participants’ societies to
submit proposals under
PMMSY and encouraged
the interested fish farmers
to form FFPOs. Regional
Director, NCDC, Raipur
also answered the queries

of the participants.
A detailed presentation

on Value Chain Analysis,
Market Identification, Use
of IT and Modern
Facilities to compete in
the market was given by
Dr. J. K Jakhar, Asst. Prof.
SPNFC, Kawardha.

A detailed presentation
was given on financial fea-
sibility and economics of
fish retail business for
FFPOs and PMMSY sup-
port for promotion of fish
retail business by coopera-
tives and NCDC Schemes
by Dr. Nightingale Devi,
Asst. Prof. SPNFC,
Kawardha.

After this, a detailed
presentation was given by
Dr. D.K. Damle, Asst. Prof.
SPNFC, Kawardha,
Kawardha on the topic of
customer relationship
management and quality
assessment in fish retail
business.

The program was coor-
dinated and concluded by
giving vote of thanks to
the Chief Guest and all the
dignitaries present in the
program by Subhash
Kumar Verma, Asst.
Director, NCDC, Raipur.

Result of entrance
examination declared 

Bilaspur, Aug 30: The en-
trance examination of
D.A.C.E. for admission to
Dr. Ambedkar Center of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur was held on 27th
July 2022 by the University.
Dr. Ambedkar Center of
Excellence has been estab-
lished this year, whose ob-
jective is to provide free
UPSC coaching to the
Scheduled Caste candi-
dates and to prepare the
students for the adminis-
trative services. This ex-
amination was conducted

in online mode, in both
Hindi and English medi-
um. 756 applications were
received for this entrance
examination and the en-
trance examination result
was released on 23rd
August 2022. The merit list
of the entrance examina-
tion has been uploaded on
the university’s website,
www.ggu.ac.in. The stu-
dents who appeared at the
entrance examination can
see the results of the ex-
amination on the website
of the university. No sepa-
rate information will be
sent to the students in this
regard. The time table for
admission to the center
will be informed separate-
ly on the website.

SRU and Toyota join hands for Technical Education Prog

Raipur, Aug 30: Today an
inaugural ceremony organ-
ized in the University to set
up the training and skill
center for the students
where they get training and
become job ready for work-
ing in the industrial and
corporate sectors of vari-
ous fields in the future.

In the inaugural ceremo-
ny, Managing Director at
Chhattisgarh State Electric
Board (CGSEB) Raipur

Ujjwala Baghel, Country
Head and Executive Vice
President Toyota Kirloskar
Motor Pvt Ltd. Vikram
Gulati , General Manager
Associate Toyota Kirloskar
Motor Pvt Ltd. Varinder
Kumar Wadhwa was the
special guest.

On addressing the inau-
gural ceremony, the vice
chancellor of the
University, Prof. S.K. Singh
asserted that, the work

shop will be use for enhanc-
ing the skill of our students
and the enhanced skill to
improve the employability
process so we are thankful
to the Toyota motors for it.

Along with it he said that
the industry houses and
the corporate houses ac-
tively participating in the
teaching learning process
and the grooming nursing
to the students, because ul-
timately they are the bene-

ficiaries, the students com-
ing of the university they
have great potential, re-
quired skill and knowledge
and they are job ready .

By sharing her views,
Ujjwala Baghel said that T-
TEP has been started with
the cooperation of both
well-known organization
Toyota and the reputed uni-
versity, and it will definite-
ly be progressive for our
Chhattisgarh and all the
people living here, and a
bright future for the stu-
dents who will be take ad-
mission here, has a great
opportunity to learn skills
and also have good job op-
portunities that they are
getting training in this uni-
versity itself. Along with it,
she also congratulates and
gives best wishes to the

university and its students
a bright future and she also
feel proud to have attended
this inaugural function.

Country Head and
Executive Vice President
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
Pvt Ltd. Vikram Gulati
share the journey of 25
years of Toyota in which
they serve to their cus-
tomer as quality durability
and reliability, also it is al-
ways our responsibility to
provide best customer
service come under our
value system to our cus-
tomers.

Flagship program of
manufacturing site is
called program Toyota
technical training Institute
(TTTI) that is identified
under GEMS PROGRAM
of the Govt of India  and

Japan, where we target and
trained also rural and
below poverty line people
and children, where we
trained them three year
and they are free to join
same organization and
other for doing job.
Flagship program in serv-
icing site is called Toyota
Technical Education
Program where we work
with partner as dealers
and renowned university.

The Vice-Chairman of
Lok Kalyan Trust, Dr. J.K.
Upadhyay, the Pro-chancel-
lor of the University, Mr.
Harsh Gautam, and the
Vice Chancellor Prof. S.K
Singh also appreciate the
about the training center
takes place in the
University regarding the
benefit of the students.

Four-day orientation prog begins at Amity University 

Raipur, Aug 30: A four-
days Orientation Program
in Amity University
Raipur is commenced to
induct the newly admitted
students into various pro-
grammes, by familiarizing
them with the culture, ped-
agogy of the university,
and the facilities available
in the campus. Following
the tradition of the
University, a Havan was
performed wherein all new
students and entire cam-
pus took part. The pro-
gramme commenced with
lighting of lamp followed
by Saraswati Vandana.

Prof. (Dr.) R.K. Pandey,
Vice-Chancellor Amity
University in his inspiring
keynote address imparted
his key learning to the
freshers and urged them to
keep themselves updated
to the ever-changing
trends around them.
Keeping his long experi-
ence of scientific research
and teaching both in India
and abroad, Prof. Pandey
shared his experiences
with the fresher’s, who will
be joining their selected
programs. The Vice
Chancellor also asked the
students to get themselves

updated to the changing
technologies around and
contribute originally to the
subjects they are learning
with pro research outlook.
He ensured the parents of
the students that their chil-
dren will get both studious
and safe atmosphere here
in the campus. Prof. (Dr.)
Piyush Kant Pandey, Pro
Vice-Chancellor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh
in his motivational ad-
dress said, “sometime
dreams are wiser than

waking”, but he empha-
sized that Be the Change
You Want to See in the
World and we here at
Amity University converts
your dreams to reality. You
all students has chosen a
path where there is no way
of going back only way is
work hard for your target
and win the race, you need
to prepare for success only.
Prof. Pandey also stressed
on the support and world
class infrastructure of the
university.

Prof. (Dr.) Vijay Singh
Dahima, Dy. Pro Vice-
Chancellor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh
familiarized the new stu-
dents with the credit sys-
tem of evaluation, course
structures, Amizone,
which is an intranet portal
for the university, among
other academic and ex-
tracurricular details. Prof.
Dahima stressed on the im-
plementation of New
Education Policy 2022 and
apprise the students how
Amity has implemented
the policy.

Through the four-days
orientation all the newly
admitted students will be
familiar with the function-
ing of the university with
emphasis on academic cur-
ricula and extra co-curric-
ular activities, exam pat-
tern, hostel life, sports, dis-
cipline, and department
specific orientation 
lecture etc.

126 female beneficiaries avail benefit 

Raipur, Aug 29: Adani
Foundation organised free
of cost Gynecology related
health check-up camp for
women last Saturday. This
camp was organised in
five villages near Raipur
Energen Limited (REL)
viz. Gram Raikheda,
Bhatapara, Chicholi,

Gaitra, and others. In this
Gynecologist Dr Madhuri
Kant and her trained team
were present and in this a
total of 126 women and
girls got benefitted. This
included 21 girls, 42
women with newly born
child and 63 pregnant
women. These patients
were diagnosed and neces-
sary consultation and
medicines was given to
them.

It is notable here that
the distance of these vil-
lages from the block head-

quarters is from 15 kms to
40 kms and due to which
no Gynecological expert is
available and due to lack of
resources the women and
girls in need are unable to
get timely benefit for their
Gynecological problems.
So taking these problems
into cognizance, Adani
Foundation organised free
of cost health camp every
month, specially for
Gynecological problems
among women and girls
from remote villages.
Adani Foundation is or-
ganising these camps for
last two years every
month.

REL is organising pro-
gramme in 14 villages
near it in the field of edu-
cation, livelihood, infra-
structure development
and others. Under this
quality health services is
also being provided
through mobile medical
vehicle.

Quality roads are being 
constructed in Ch’garh: Sahu

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 30: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has talked about
speeding up the construc-
tion works of bridge cul-
verts in the state. For this,
the Chief Minister has
also announced new con-
struction works in many
districts. As announced by

the Chief Minister, 10
works have been approved
in Jagdalpur, Ambikapur,
Raigarh, Bilaspur, Durg
and Raipur for the con-
struction of the bridge.

Along with this, the esti-
mates of ten works have
also been sent. Officials of
Public Works Department
have informed the
MinisterTamradhwaj
Sahu that administrative
approval of Rs. 927.27
crore in Jagdalpur,
Ambikapur, Raigarh,
Bilaspur, Durg, Raipur
and Kanker for the work of
39 bridges costing more
than Rs.10 crore in
Chhattisgarh. out of
which Rs 602 crore has
been spent out.

Departmental officials
have informed that a total
of 4132 works have been
approved under
Mukhyamantri Sugam
Sadak Yojana at a cost of
Rs 495 crore, out of which
2245 works are completed,
870 works are in progress
and 973 works are at ten-
der stage. In addition, a
total of 24 works are in
progress under the A.D.B.
project.

According to Public
Works Department under
the R.P.C.L.W.E. scheme,
out of total 310 approved
works costing 3535 crores,
so far 161 roads have been
completed, 07 bridge con-
structions completed, 139
works in progress and 03

works have been re-ten-
dered. Out of total 1050
sanctioned works, 827
works are completed, 176
works are in progress and
47 works are at tender
stage. As per Public Works
Department, the work of
repair and maintenance of
dilapidated roads, build-
ings, culverts is going on
and they are also being in-
spected by the concerned
officials from time to time.
About 06 thousand youth
have been registered
under e-category registra-
tion, to whom works worth
about 300 crores have been
approved and about 3500
engineers have been em-
ployed as per the provision
of the contract.

‘MEHENDI ART’

Girls and women applying ‘Mehendi’ as part of ‘Teej’ celebrations here on Tuesday.

As per the
announcement of
the CM, the con-
struction works of
bridges in all the
divisions have been
approved

 In free of cost
Gynecological camp
by Adani Foundation
in villages near REL

For Dr. Ambedkar
Center of
Excellence in CU

On ‘Fish Retail
Business by Fish
Farmer Producer
Organizations’

To protest against
charge of V-C to a
person facing 
corruption charges

Minor arrested 
with 25 kg Ganja 

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  3300:: The police
station Nagarnar of the district
got a tip from an informer that
illegally smuggling of ganja is
being done from Odisha to
Chhattisgarh. On this informa-
tion, the team started checking
vehicles by creating a mobile
check post in Dhanpunji, border
area of Chhattisgarh-Odisha.
During investigation, 25 kg ganja
was recovered from a motor
cycle number bearing No. OD-
10-E- 9234. This trafficking was
being carried out by a minor boy
and he has been taken into
arrest. The estimated market
value of ‘Ganja’ seized is report-
ed to be around Rs 1.25 lakh.
After the above act of the juve-
nile child came under the
purview of NDPS Act, action was
taken against the juvenile by
registering an offense under sec-
tion 20 (B) of NDPS Act at
Nagarnar police station. The
drugs- 25 kg ganja, 1 motor cycle
bearing No. OD-10-E-9234 has
been confiscated from the pos-
session of the juvenile. 



Approval for construction of over
bridge recommended by  Chandrakar

Central Chronicle News

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  AAuugg  3300::  After the ini-
tiative and letter of Parliamentary
Secretary and MLA Vinod Sevenlal
Chandrakar, Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari has given necessary in-
structions to the officers concerned
for the appropriate initiative in con-
struction of over bridge near
Belsonda. It is worth mentioning
that Parliamentary Secretary and
MLA Shri Chandrakar has written a
letter to Road Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari on 21 April 2022 and
wrote a letter for approval for the
construction of over bridge at the

bypass road and Belsonda railway
crossing,on which Union Minister
Shri Gadkari has given necessary
instructions to the officers con-
cerned. Local officials have in-
formed that the drawing of the
bridge to be built on the Belsonda
railway crossing has passed from

the railway and the drawing-de-
sign has been sent to the Ministry
of Roads and soon bypass and over
bridge construction may be ap-
proved.  District President
Yatendra Sahu, Agricultural
Produce Market President Heera
Banjare, District Panchayat Vice
President Laxman Patel, Seed
Research Committee Director
Daulal Chandrakar, Municipal
President Rashi Mahilang, Vice
President Krishna Chandrakar
have thanked Sevenlal Chandrakar
for taking initiative towards much
awaited demand for bypass and
over bridge construction.

CPSS delegation meets
Sao and Chandel

Rajim, Aug 30: A delega-
tion of members of Sahu
Samaj  under leadership of
Vice President
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Sangh(CPSS)
Bhuneshwar Sahu met
newly appointed BJP State
president and LS MP from
Bilaspur Arun Sao ad
newly aappointed Leader
of Opposition in VS
Narayan Chandel and ex-
tended greetings to both of
them and they also invited
both for paying obeisance
to Lord Shri Rajiv Lochan
andn Rajim Bhaktin Mata
in religious city Rajim.

On this occasion
President Sahu Samaj
Rajim Bhaktin Mata
Samiti Lal Sahu, Tresurer
Bhole Sahu, V-P Nagar
ahu Sangh Rajim Loknath
Sahu, former Secretary
Shyam Sahu, Youth leader
Ramkumar Sahu,
Pokhara circle President

Gopal Sahu, District Sahu
Sangh ex-Jt. Secy. Sohan
Lal Sahu, Khoman Sahu,
Rowa Panchayat Sarpanch
Mangalu Sahu and media
in-charge Leela Ram Sahu
and other office bearers
were present.

SP holds meeting with ‘Bal Arakshaks’

Central Chronicle News

KKaabbiirrddhhaamm,,  AAuugg  3300::  SP
Kabirdham Dr Lal Umed Singh
held a meeting with the 'Bal
Arakshak' and their family
members in SP's office here on
Monday. It is notable here that
the boys and girls from the fam-
ily of officers or employees
from the Police department
who have died of some health
problem or in the accident have

ben given appointment as 'Bal
Arakshak' in in different police
stations. For this all the 'Bal
Arakshak' were invited to the
SP's office with due honour and
were asked to give information
if they are facing any personal
or departmental problems.
Apart from this parents of these
children were asked to pay spe-
cial attention towards their
studies. Later the 'Bal
Arakshaks' appointed were

given information in detail
about the works of the police
department. On this
occasionInspector (M) Virendra
Taram, ASI (M) Sunil Rao, Bal
Arakshaks- Rovtus Saiyyam,
Vinod Rajput, Manoj Kumar
Modium, Priyanshu Dewangan,
Manish Dhurve, Sahil Vatti,
Vijay Kumar, Kumar Pratima
Markam, Rajit Jharia,
Meghansh Nirmalkar, and their
family members were present.

Pola celebrated with great enthusiasm in Bastar
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Aug 30: Pola
festival was celebrated
with great enthusiasm in
Bastar today. The belief
behind celebrating the
Pola festival is that after
the completion of agricul-
tural work in August,
milk is filled in the paddy
plants on this day. This
festival is celebrated by
wishing for a good har-
vest.

On this day, farmers ex-
press their gratitude to-
wards their livestock and
also worship livestock. To
connect it with the new

generation, small chil-
dren play clay toys by dis-
charging the tradition of
worshiping Oxen, Pora
Janta, Matka,
Embroidery, and other
toys.

One of the important
festivals and traditions as-
sociated with the main
crop of paddy in the agri-
cultural Bastar, Pola is
now slowly becoming ex-
tinct in urban areas due to
the busyness of running
life.

But the sculptors-pot-
ters, who make clay toys
for this festival of Pola,
are still attracting people

for the fulfillment of the
tradition and tradition.
The tradition of the Pola

festival continues unabat-
ed due to the attractive
toys of the toy sculptors-

kumhars.
For this, the religious

people associated with it
should try to maintain the
discharge of this auspi-
cious Pola festival with
their income by encourag-
ing the sculptors and pot-
ters who make toys.

Sculptor-'Kumhar' viz.
Anturam, Rinku, Anand,
Jeevan, Pawan, Bharat,
Mahendra, Samdai,
Sheela, Rekha, Raimati,
etc., who arrived to sell
clay toys in the markets,
informed that this time
the business has been
good after the corona
transition.

Two die on entering inside safety tank

Central Chronicle News

Surajpur, Aug 30:
Due to release of toxic
gas from the safety
tank in
Ramanujnagar, two
labourers have died.
As per reports, the
construction work in
the house of teacher
Balsai Chakdradhari
was going on near
Pipri Chowk in
Ramanujnagar and in
the house a safety tank
was also built. On
opening it centring the
labourer mason
Raghunath Singh
went inside, but did
not came out.

After some time an-
other labourer Madan
Ram also went inside
the hole, but did not
come up. Seeing this
the people nearby in-
formed the
Ramanujnagar police

station.
The police on reaching

the site, took out the
body of two using rope
and iron rods and both
were taken to
Community health cen-
tre Ramanujnagar.
There the BMO Dr DK
Vishwakarma declared
both as dead due to in-
haling of toxic gas from
the safety tank chamber.
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Due to inhaling of toxic gas 

Appointed in police station; issues instructions to their family members

VS-Chandrakar
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Post-Covid, Kolkata’s Durga idol makers
getting good orders from abroad

Kolkata, Aug 30 (PTI): 

A robust order flow from
foreign countries after two
back-to-back slack seasons
due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic is making creators of
Durga idols in Kolkata
happy, though the bookings
are yet to reach the pre-
coronavirus levels. The
overseas orders increased
three times compared to
last year and 12 times the
2020 figure, a spokesperson
of a key organisation of ar-
tisans in Kumartuli, the
clay modellers’ colony in

north Kolkata, said.
Around 60 idols are

going abroad this year. The
number was not more than
20 in 2021 and five in the
previous year, Kumartuli
Mritshilpi Samity
spokesperson Kartik Pal
told PTI.

While some idols have al-
ready been sent, others will
be dispatched soon as the
festival begins at the end of
September.

However, around 100
idols were shipped to over-
seas nations in 2018 and ‘19
from Kumartuli, senior ar-

tisan Mintu Pal told PTI.
The idols sent to

European, North and
South American countries
and other nations are gen-
erally made of fibreglass.

People who worship the
goddess on foreign soil use
a single idol for a few years
in a row, unlike those who
do it in India.

Another feel-good factor
for the artisans is that new
destinations were added to
their list of offshore coun-
tries. Mintu Paul said he
could send only 5-6 idols
from his studio in

Kumartuli last year, while
this year the number is 14.

“Already 12 idols - in-
cluding five to the US,
three to the UK and one
each to Uganda and Italy
have been shipped.

Two others are destined
to be dispatched to Japan
and Switzerland by
September 4-5,” he said.

To a question, he said
the price of an idol sent
abroad starts from Rs one
lakh in Indian currency
and it rises depending on
the height and materials
used.

Gigantic 32-ft ‘Athi’ Vinayagar idol made
of fig tree is the newest attraction

Chennai, Aug 30 (PTI): 

A unique 32-feet high
idol of Lord Ganesh made
of fig tree, in standing pos-
ture, in Tamil Nadu’s
Nagapattinam district is
the newest attraction for
this Chaturthi festival in
the state.

The gigantic idol “Athi
Vinayagar” made with 83

fig trees by the Nagai
Viswaroopa Vinayagar
Committee and devotees
will not join thousands of
idols for the ‘Visarjan’ (im-
mersion) ceremony but
would continue to grace
the devotees forever, the
committee’s president
Kubendran said.

The mammoth task of
carving out the image of
Lord Ganesh from the holy
fig tree commenced in
January this year and the

work was completed re-
cently by Sthapathi
Thirunavukarasar and 14
other sthapathis.

“There was no Ganesh
Chathurti festival since
the last 2 years due to
COVID-19. And this time, I
decided to have an idol of
Ganesh made of holy fig
tree, which was my dream
since the last 15 years,”
said Kubendran from
Nagapattinam, which is
about 300 km from here.

‘Will make Congress number one party in J-K’
Jammu, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir
Congress president Vikar
Rasool Wani on Tuesday
played down chain of resig-
nations in the party and
said “cowards” run away
during difficult times as the
state unit held a show of
strength rally here.

He said the new leader-
ship will strive hard to
make the Congress “num-
ber one” party in the Union
territory.

Wani, the newly appoint-
ed Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC) chief,
arrived here on Tuesday,
with party leaders and
workers lining up on both

sides of the road to wel-
come him. He was accom-
panied by AICC in-charge J-
K and MP Rajani Patil.

“We will fight the BJP as
well as those selfish people
who have left the party. We
will make the party num-
ber one in Jammu and
Kashmir,” Wani told re-

porters.Dubbing those who
left the Congress as “loyal-
ists of Azad”, he said only
cowards run away during
difficult times.

“Those who are loyal to
(Ghulam Nabi) Azad will
leave the party but there
are thousands who are
loyal to congress and they
will stay in the party.”

He said leaving of some
people will not matter
much to the party. “There
will not be any major loss
to the Congress,” Wani
added. As many as 64 sen-
ior Congress leaders, in-
cluding former deputy
chief minister Tara Chand,
resigned from the party in
support of Ghulam Nabi
Azad here on Tuesday, as-

serting that Azad’s vision
will shape a new and
bright future for Jammu
and Kashmir. Azad, 73, for-
mer chief minister of
Jammu and Kashmir, quit
the Congress on Friday.

The JKPCC chief was
received by senior leaders
Raman Bhalla and Yogesh
Sawhney amid pro-
Congress and Pro-Rahul
Gandhi slogans. The
Congress cavalcade of ve-
hicles and motorcycles
then moved in the city.

Amid drum beating,
Congress workers lined up
on two sides of the road
and showered flowers
upon the newly announced
leadership of the J-K
Congress.

VENDETTA POLITICS

Kolkata, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Dubbing the summons
to its leader Abhishek
Banerjee in connection
with an alleged coal pilfer-
age scam as “vendetta poli-
tics”, the Trinamool
Congress on Tuesday
claimed the move came fol-
lowing the ruling party’s
recent mega rally here,
which left the BJP “ruf-
fled”. “Our party supremo
Mamata Banerjee had this
apprehension that central
agencies might send no-
tices to party leaders, fol-
lowing the successful
meeting of the Chatra
Parishad (students’ wing).
Today, they have sum-
moned Abhishek. This
proves that BJP is pursu-
ing vendetta politics,” sen-
ior TMC leader Sougata
Roy said.

Earlier in the day, the
ED issued a summons to
TMC national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee
for questioning in connec-
tion with its probe into the
coal pilferage scam’.

The central agency has
asked Banerjee, the
nephew of West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, to be present at
its Kolkata office on
Friday morning.

Roy also wondered why
BJP leaders who are
named in the Saradha and
Rose Valley scams are not
summoned by the central
agencies.

“These probe agencies
are functioning arbitrari-
ly. The ED and CBI are the
biggest allies of the BJP.
The saffron party cannot
fight us politically and are,
therefore, using the agen-
cies to counter us,” he al-
leged.

Later, the TMC, in a se-
ries of tweets, attacked the
BJP for being vengeful and
petty .

Astounding how the
@dir_ed is always BJP-
fied! Mr PM, we’re won-
dering what makes you SO
VENGEFUL, SO PETTY?
Unable to accept the love
that people have for the en-
tire Trinamool Congress

family, you send ED after
our leaders, as soon as
BENGAL REJECTS YOU.
Give it up already! it said.

After every successful
show of AITC’s organisa-
tional strength,
@BJP4India gets rattled
into action. Our leaders
are being summoned by
the @dir_ed yet again.
This shameful attempt to
cow us down will not
work! Our integrity will
shine through your slan-
der! the TMC said in an-
other tweet.

The chief minister had
Monday slammed the op-
position, especially the
BJP, for unleashing a mali-
cious campaign against
her and other TMC mem-
bers, following the arrest
of senior leaders Partha
Chatterjee and Anubrata
Mondal by central agen-
cies in different cases.

The BJP, meanwhile,
termed the TMC allega-
tions as baseless, contend-
ing that those involved in
wrongdoing will not be
spared.

‘Hi-tech seismographs, black boxes were placed
inside Noida twin towers for research’

Noida, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Around 20 hi-tech seis-
mographs and 10 black
boxes — an electronic de-
vice to record sound in air-
craft — were among the
equipment placed inside
the Supertech twin towers
during their demolition, a
senior CBRI scientist said.

Besides these, drones
with thermal image cam-
eras were also deployed
outside the towers to cap-
ture pictures and videos
that would help in future
research, the Central
Building Research
Institute (CBRI) scientist
said.

The CBRI was appoint-
ed by the Supreme Court
as a technical expert for
the demolition of
Supertech’s nearly 100-
metre-tall illegal struc-
tures in Noida’s Sector
93A.

It was the CBRI that se-
lected Mumbai-based
Edifice Engineering that
safely brought down the
structures by ‘waterfall
implosion’ in an eye-pop-
ping event that caused no

structural damage to near-
by buildings as close as
nine metres.

The CBRI had roped in
the Central Institute of
Mining and Fuel Research
(CIMFR) for ground vibra-
tions. Its teams from
Dhanbad in Jharkhand
and Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh were present
during the demolition.

“We had 19 seismo-
graphs. These are high-
end and highly technical
seismographs which were
installed in a 150-metre
range from the twin tow-
ers. Some equipment were
placed in the basements of
the twin towers while oth-
ers were placed on differ-
ent floors so that we could
get the magnitude of the
vibration magnitude of
the two buildings,” CBRI’s
senior principal scientist
Dr Debi Prasanna
Kanungo told PTI.

“We had also placed 10
black boxes - five in each
tower. This was CBRI’s
idea. We also used drones
and thermal imaging cam-
eras, which will help us
get pictures that can be

processed for further re-
search studies,” he said.

“All the information
gathered from these equip-
ment and instruments will
help us in future for mate-
rial studies, demolition
and construction-related
research. We also used in-
struments like geophones
to record and study the
movement of vibrations
within buildings and also
give an idea about the load
a building could during
such activities besides de-
vices to study soil condi-
tions,” Kanungo said.

The thermal imaging
cameras form images
using infrared radiations
and are largely used in
fires and other disaster
management activities to
detect people engulfed in
thick smoke and dust.

The CBRI has signed a
research collaboration
and non-disclosure agree-
ment with Jet Demolitions
and Edifice Engineering
wherein both groups will
share their data with each
other for study and re-
search purposes in the
field. Kanungo, who led

the twin tower demolition
monitoring team, said sev-
eral high-technology
equipment and instru-
ments were placed inside
the twin towers and their
findings will be very use-
ful for future studies.

“There has been no
structural damage in the
nearby residential towers
of ATS Village and
Emerald Court societies.
Besides a compound wall
of ATS Village, some win-
dow panes have broken.
We had asked for a post-
demolition structural
audit which is to be done
by Supertech. Once that is
done, its findings will help
us analyse the demoli-
tion,” he said.

On the ground vibration
report during demolition,
the CBRI official said, “It
will take time. Recordings
have been done by our de-
vices and also those placed
by them (Edifice and Jet
Demolitions). Once that
will be analysed, it will
help us in future research
related to ground vibra-
tions, building construc-
tions, etc.”

WB tops in domestic violence
by husband, in-laws

Kolkata, Aug 30 (PTI): 

West Bengal reported the
highest number of cases of
cruelty against women by
spouses or their relatives in
2021, according to the latest
report of the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB).

A total 19,952 cases under
Section 498A of the IPC,
popularly called anti-dowry
law which deal with vio-
lence against women by
husbands and their rela-
tives, were registered in the
state last year.

West Bengal was followed
by Uttar Pradesh where
18,375 such cases were
recorded, and Rajasthan
where 16,949 cases were reg-
istered.

Goa was at the bottom of
the table, recording only
one such case of domestic
violence. Nagaland record-
ed two such cases and
Sikkim recorded three.

In West Bengal, 41.50 per
1 lakh women were victims
of such violence, while the

national average was 20.50,
as per the annual report
published by the Union
Home Ministry.

West Bengal Commission
for Women chairperson
Leena Gangopadhyay said
the data showed that
women of the state can re-
port crimes against them to
the authorities, which take
prompt action.

“No one can ignore the
fact that domestic violence
exists in society. It is a reali-
ty in India and in West
Bengal. But, I feel there is a
positive side to this report
as it shows that women in
West Bengal are able to re-
port such crimes to the au-
thorities, and authorities
act on the basis of that.
There is a transparency
here, and this report shows
it,” she told PTI. “However,
no conclusion can be
drawn from this report
(alone) as it does not take
into account the fact that in
many states women can’t
even report cases of vio-
lence against them,” she

added.
Filmmaker and activist

Sudeshna Roy, who also
works as a special consult-
ant for the West Bengal
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights, said the re-
port reflected a great deal of
awareness among women
of the state.

“We, the women of West
Bengal, are not scared talk
aloud. We are not scared to
stand up against men,
against society which is not
the case in other states.
This report shows that,”
she told PTI.

“We are not hushing up
crimes, we are encouraging
people to come forward and
report them. And, that is
the reason why we have a
higher reportage compared
to other states,” she added.

Among metropolitan
cities, Delhi reported most
cases of such violence at
4,674. In Kolkata, the figure
stood at 841, much below
those of Hyderabad (1,678),
Jaipur (1,200) and Lucknow
(1,101).

ONAM CELEBRATIONS

Kerala State Secretariat employees participate in an Athapookkalm competition as
part of the Onam celebrations, in Thiruvananthapuram, Tuesday. 

VAN MAHOTSAV

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot visits a stall during the 73rd State Level Van Mahotsav, in Jodhpur, Tuesday

BRIEF

Fire
Amritsar: A major
fire broke out at a cold
storage at Daburji vil-
lage on the outskirts
of Amritsar city
where goods in large
number were gutted,
but no casualty was
reported, a senior offi-
cial said on Tuesday.
The fire incident hap-
pened on Monday, the
official said. Deputy
Commissioner
Harpreet Singh Sudan
said, “Fire tenders
from various depart-
ments have been
pressed into service
including the Disaster
management experts
to control the blaze”.

Resign
New Delhi:

Jawaharlal Nehru
University Rector
Ajay Kumar Dubey
has resigned after a se-
ries of protest against
him by the RSS-affili-
ated ABVP. Prof. Ajay
Kumar Dubey has re-
signed from the post of
Rector of the
University and the
same has been accept-
ed by the competent
authority with imme-
diate effect, an official
circular dated August
29 read. A section of
teachers and students
had levelled allega-
tions of corruption
against Dubey and
were demanding his
resignation.

Seized 
Guwahati: In one of the
biggest drug hauls in re-
cent times, over 4,700 kg
of ganja has been seized
in Karimganj district of
Assam, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
said on Tuesday. The
contraband was being
transported in a truck
when the Assam Police
seized it on Monday dur-
ing a routine check-up at
a place under the
Churaibari police sta-
tion limits, an officer
said.

RI 
Thane: A court in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district has sentenced
a man to two years of
rigorous imprison-
ment for allegedly
knocking down and
injuring a traffic po-
lice constable. District
judge Shaukat
Gorwade of the
Kalyan court on
Monday convicted
Ajit Thackeray, a resi-
dent of Adharwadi
and imposed a fine of
Rs 12,000 on him.

Blast
Shimla: One person
died in a blast at a
scrap shop in
Himachal Pradesh’s
Una district on
Tuesday, the State
Disaster Management
Department said. The
blast took place in
Jhalera village in the
morning in which one
Rajinder Singh, who
was working at a scrap
shop died. The reason
behind the blast is still
unknown.

A 32-ft tall idol of Lord
Ganesha made of fig
tree wood, being deco-
rated ahead of the up-
coming festival of
Ganesh Chaturthi, in
Nagapattinam, Tuesday.

TMC cries foul on ED summon
to Abhishek Banerjee

Vikar Rasool Wani

 For Ganesh Chaturthi



WRECKAGE

Vladimir, 66, stands next to the wreckage of his house after being bombed by Russians in Chernihiv, Ukraine on
Tuesday. On May 3, witnesses heard a plane approaching and dropping bombs that destroyed a large number of
houses, including his own, killing five of his relatives who were sleeping at the time.

FLOOD FURY

Homes are surrounded by floodwaters in Sohbat Pur city, a district of Pakistans southwestern Baluchistan province.
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Beersheba, Aug 30 (AP):

An Israeli court on
Tuesday sentenced a Gaza
aid worker to 12 years in
prison after he was found
guilty of several terror-
ism charges in a high-pro-
file case in which inde-
pendent audits and inves-
tigations found no evi-
dence of wrongdoing.

Mohammed el-Halabi,
the Gaza director for the
international Christian
charity World Vision, was
arrested in 2016 and ac-
cused of diverting tens of
millions of dollars to the
Islamic militant group
Hamas that rules the ter-
ritory.

The trial, and his pro-
longed detention, have

further strained relations
between Israel and hu-
manitarian organizations
that provide aid to
Palestinians. The sen-
tence is likely to continue
to affect those ties.

It’s inconceivable, el-
Halabi’s lawyer, Maher
Hanna, said of the length
of the sentence. They in-
sist that injustice will per-
sist throughout the whole
process.

Both el-Halabi and
World Vision have denied
the allegations and an in-
dependent audit in 2017
also found no evidence of
support for Hamas.
Australia, which was the
biggest single donor to
World Vision’s humani-
tarian work in Gaza, came

to similar conclusions in
its own review.

In a statement, World
Vision said the sentence
stood in sharp contrast to
the evidence and facts of
the case.

The arrest, six-year
trial, unjust verdict and
this sentence are emblem-
atic of actions that hinder
humanitarian work in
Gaza and the West Bank,”
the group said. “It adds to
the chilling impact on
World Vision and other
aid or development
groups working to assist
Palestinians.

Hanna said el-Halabi in-
tended to appeal the ver-
dict and the sentence to
the country’s Supreme
Court.

Israeli authorities
have repeatedly said
they have proof that
Hamas had infiltrated
the aid group and was di-
verting funds from
needy Gazans. Then-
Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
trumpeted the charges
in an online video short-
ly after el-Halabi’s ar-
rest.

Critics say Israel often
relies on questionable
informants. They allege
that Israel smears
groups that provide aid
or other support to
Palestinians in order to
shore up its nearly 55-
year military occupation
of lands the Palestinians
want for a future state.

Gaza aid worker sentenced to 12 years over terror charges

Washington, Aug 30 (AP):

President Joe Biden
will deliver a prime-time
address on the continued
battle for the soul of the
nation Thursday outside
Independence Hall in
Philadelphia, the White
House announced
Monday.

Billed as a major ad-
dress just over two
months before the
midterm elections,
Biden, the White House
said, will discuss how the
nation’s standing in the
world and its democracy
are at stake.

He will talk about the

progress we have made
as a nation to protect our
democracy, but how our
rights and freedoms are
still under attack,” the
White House said. “And
he will make clear who is
fighting for those rights,
fighting for those free-
doms, and fighting for
our democracy.

Biden to deliver prime-time
speech on ‘battle’ for democracy

Baghdad, Aug 30 (AP):

Supporters of a promi-
nent Iraqi Shiite cleric
fired rocket-propelled
grenades into Iraq’s
Green Zone as machine
gun fire crackled over-
head on Tuesday, deepen-
ing the political chaos
gripping the Mideast na-
tion.

Those backing influen-
tial cleric Muqtada al-
Sadr fired into the Green
Zone, where it appeared
Iraqi security forces were
firing back at them.

Live television footage
showed the chaos, with at
least one wounded man
being taken away in a
three-wheel rickshaw, the
Iraqi Foreign Ministry
visible behind them. The
death toll rose to 22 Iraqis
on Tuesday after the un-
rest erupted the previous
day, according to two
medical officials. Iraq’s
military said four rockets
were launched into the
heavily fortified Green

Zone. Al-Sadr’s sudden
resignation has catapult-
ed Iraq into violence and
chaos with no clear path
out. The cleric derives
power from his ability to
mobilise and control his
large grassroots follow-
ing, but with his stated
exit from politics, he has
implicitly given them the
freedom to act as they 
see fit. To avenge the

killing of unarmed loyal-
ists, al-Sadr’s militia
Saraya Salam clashed
with Iraqi security forces
in the Green Zone using
an array of weapons, in-
cluding mortars and
r o c k e t - p r o p e l l e d
grenades, two security of-
ficials said.

The militia also took
over some headquar-
ters belonging to rival

Iran-backed militia
groups in the southern
provinces overnight.

Iranian state television
cited unrests and curfew
in Iraqi cities for the rea-
son for the border clo-
sures. It urged Iranians
avoid any travel to Iraq
while urging Iran’s Shiite
pilgrims in Iraq to avoid
further travel between
cities.

Iraq’s government has
been deadlocked since al-
Sadr’s party won the
largest share of seats in
October parliamentary
elections but not enough
to secure a majority gov-
ernment.

His refusal to negotiate
with his Iran-backed
Shiite rivals and subse-
quent exit from the talks
has catapulted the coun-
try into political uncer-
tainty and volatility amid
intensifying intra-Shiite
wrangling.

Heavy gunfire rocks Iraq’s Green Zone amid violent protests

London, Aug 30 (AP):

The World Health
Organisation’s top director
in the Western Pacific, Dr.
Takeshi Kasai, has been in-
definitely removed from his
post, according to internal
correspondence obtained by
The Associated Press.

Kasai’s removal comes
months after an AP investi-
gation revealed that dozens
of staffers accused him of
racist, abusive and unethi-
cal behaviour that under-
mined the U.N. agency’s ef-
forts to stop the coronavirus
pandemic in Asia. WHO
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told
staff in the Western Pacific
in an email on Friday that
Kasai was on leave without
elaborating further.

Tedros said Deputy
Director-General, Dr.
Zsuzsanna Jakab, would be
arriving Tuesday in Manila,
WHO’s regional headquar-
ters, to ensure business con-

tinuity.
Two senior WHO officials

who asked not to be identi-
fied because they were not
authorised to speak to the
press, said Kasai had been
put on extended administra-
tive leave after internal in-
vestigators substantiated
some of the misconduct
complaints. In a statement,
WHO said it was unknown
how long Kasai would be
away. The U.N. health
agency said the investiga-
tion into him was continu-
ing and that it was believed
to be the first time a region-
al director had been re-
lieved of their duties. Kasai
did not respond to requests
for comment but previously

denied he used racist lan-
guage or acted unprofes-
sionally.

In January, the AP report-
ed that more than 30
unidentified staffers sent a
confidential complaint to
senior WHO leadership and
members of the organisa-
tion’s Executive Board, al-
leging that Kasai had creat-
ed a toxic atmosphere in
WHO’s offices across the
Western Pacific.

Documents and record-
ings showed Kasai made
racist remarks to his staff
and blamed the rise of
COVID-19 in some Pacific
countries on their lack of
capacity due to their inferi-
or culture, race and socioe-
conomics level.

Several WHO staffers
working under Kasai said
he improperly shared sensi-
tive coronavirus vaccine in-
formation to help Japan, his
home country, score politi-
cal points with its dona-
tions.

WHO director in Asia accused 
of racism, abuse put on leave

Colombo, Aug 30 (PTI):

Sri Lankan President
Ranil Wickremesinghe on
Tuesday appealed to all
parties to join the unity
government to tackle the
island nation’s worst-ever
economic crisis and pre-
vent “strong economies”
from using it as a “tool of
interference,” days after
India and China verbally
clashed over the docking
of a high-tech Chinese
ship at a port in the coun-
try.

His remarks came as he
presented the revised
budget for 2022 in his ca-
pacity as the minister of
finance.

“We can no longer be a
nation dependent on loan
assistance. We can also no
longer be used as a tool of

interference by other
countries with strong
e c o n o m i e s , ”
Wickremesinghe said
without naming any coun-
try.

However, his remarks
came days after China and
India verbally clashed
over the docking of ‘Yuan
Wang 5’ at Sri Lanka’s
Hambantota port.

All this can be achieved,
only if we work together
in unity with common
consent. I reiterate the in-
vitation to all the parties
represented in this
Parliament to join an all-

party government. Since
this unprecedented situa-
tion is the responsibility of
us all, and therefore need
to prioritise the necessi-
ties of the country .

Sri Lanka granted the
port access to the vessel
from August 16 to 22.

There were apprehen-
sions in New Delhi about
the possibility of the
Chinese vessel’s tracking
systems attempting to
snoop on Indian defence
installations while being
on its way to the Sri
Lankan port.

India on Saturday hit

back at China for alleging
that it was “interfering” in
Sri Lanka’s internal af-
fairs, firmly telling Beijing
that what Colombo needs
now was “support, not un-
wanted pressure or unnec-
essary controversies” to
serve another country’s
agenda.

Since becoming stop-gap
president to fill in the void
left by his ousted predeces-
sor Gotabaya Rajapaksa
m i d - J u l y ,
Wickremesinghe’s efforts
to bring in a government
of unity had so far failed.

Some parties say that
they will not join an all-
party government due to
action by the government
which they cannot con-
done. Others express a re-
luctance to join due to
their opposition to the
policies,” he said.

The proposal for an all-
party government was
mooted in early April
amidst widespread public
unrest over the previous
government led by former

President Rajapaksa’s
mishandling of the eco-
nomic crisis.

Rajapaksa’s call to form
an all-party government
was ignored by the opposi-
tion parties.

Sri Lanka has been wit-
nessing one of the worst
economic crises since its
Independence in 1948.
They have defaulted on in-
ternational loans as well.

Sri Lanka’s economic
crisis turned into a politi-
cal crisis after thousands
of youth-led apolitical pro-
testers started street
demonstrations in March
this year, demanding the
then President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and his cabinet
to resign after their failure
in economic and fertilizer
policies.

The United Nations has
warned that 5.7 million
people require immediate
humanitarian assistance,
with Sri Lankans experi-
encing extreme shortages
of essentials including
food, fuel and medicines.

President Wickremesinghe asks parties to join unity govt

Islamabad, Aug 30 (PTI):

Pakistan government has
set up a nodal disaster
agency to provide an insti-
tutional response to the dev-
astating floods caused by
record monsoon rains that
has displaced more than 33
million or one-seventh of
the country’s population.

The country-wide death
toll has touched 1,136 as of
Monday, with over 1,634 in-
jured and 33 million dis-
placed, according to the lat-
est data issued by the
National Disaster
Management Authority, the
chief national body tasked

to deal with calamities.
Pakistan’s Interior

Minister Ahsan Iqbal said
on Tuesday that the country
would need more than USD
10 billion to rebuild the in-
frastructure devastated by
the raging floods, which
roughly translates to 3 per
cent of the country’s GDP.

The Shehbaz Sharif-led
federal government on
Monday set up the National
Flood Response and
Coordination Centre, which
will comprise federal minis-
ters, representatives of
armed forces, chief minis-
ters and experts to provide
proper institutional re-
sponse to the calamity.

The Centre will serve as a
bridge between disaster
management authorities,
donors and government in-
stitutions. It will collect and
analyse latest information

and pass it on to the rele-
vant government agencies.
It will also oversee rescue
and relief work including
restoration of infrastruc-
ture, the PM Office tweeted
after the meeting.

The move comes as the
“2022 Pakistan Floods
Response Plan (FRP)” is
being jointly launched by
the Pakistan government
and the United Nations on
Tuesday, simultaneously in
Islamabad and Geneva.

Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari delivered
the keynote address at the
launch event, hosted by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

“What we are facing
today has been an above av-
erage monsoon. It’s an en-
tirely new level of climate
led catastrophe. Nature is
sending us all a new mes-
sage, and because of its geo-

graphical location, Pakistan
has become the ground zero
for this century’s biggest
threat;global warming,”
Bilawal said. The confer-
ence was also addressed by
the UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres. Pakistan
is awash in suffering...the
Pakistani people are facing
a monsoon on steroids the
relentless impact of epochal
levels of rain and flooding,”
Guterres said in a video
message. The FRP will com-
plement Pakistan govern-
ment’s overall humanitari-
an response to the recent
floods caused by unprece-
dented rains in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, aid contin-
ued to pour in as Canada an-
nounced aid worth USD 5
million, while the Chinese
government has pledged 100
million yuan to the
Pakistan government.

Pakistan government sets up
national disaster agency

 To tackle devasta-
tion caused by
unprecedented
floods

To prevent Sri
Lanka from being
used as ‘tool of
interference’

An armed member of Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigade),
the military wing affiliated with Shiite cleric Moqtada al-
Sadr, helps a woman fire a machine gun during clashes
with Iraqi security forces in Baghdad’s Green Zone on
August 30.

O n the morning news, you
see the weather forecast

is for high heat, and there is an
excessive heat watch for later
in the week. You were hoping
the weather would cool down,
but yet another heat wave is
threatening human health and
increasing the chance of wild-
fires. On top of these warm
days and nights, air quality
data has been showing un-
healthy levels of pollution.
Sound familiar? This scenario
is increasingly the new normal
in many parts of the world.
High heat and air pollution are
each problematic for human
health, particularly for vulner-
able populations such as older
adults. But what happens when
they hit at the same time? We
examined over 1.5 million
deaths from 2014 to 2020 regis-
tered in California a state
prone to summer heat waves
and air pollution from wild-
fires to find out.

Deaths spike when 
both risks are high

The number of deaths rose
both on hot days and on days
with high levels of fine partic-
ulate air pollution, known as
PM2.5. But on days when an

area was hit with a double
whammy of both high heat
and high air pollution, the ef-
fects were much higher than
for each condition alone. The
risk of death on those extra-
hot and polluted days was
about three times greater than
the effect of either high heat or
high air pollution alone. The
more extreme the tempera-
tures and pollution, the higher
the risk. During the top 10% of
hottest and most polluted days,
the risk of death increased by
4% compared to days without
extremes. During the top 1%, it
increased by 21%; and among
older adults over age 75, the
risk of death increased by
more than a third on those
days.

Why risks are higher 
when both hit at once

There are several ways the
combined exposure to ex-
treme heat and particulate
air pollution can harm
human health. Oxidative
stress is the most common bi-
ological pathway linked with
particulate air pollution and
heat exposure. Oxidative
stress is an imbalance be-
tween production of highly
reactive molecules known as
reactive oxygen species, or
ROS, and the body's ability to
remove them. It's been linked
with lung diseases, among
other illnesses.

Antioxidants help clean up
these molecules, but particu-
late air pollution and heat dis-
rupt this balance through ex-
cessive metabolic ROS pro-
duction and lowered antioxi-
dant activity. Our research
also showed that the effects of

particulate air pollution and
heat extremes were larger
when high nighttime temper-
ature and pollution occurred
together. High nighttime tem-
peratures can interfere with
normal sleep and potentially
contribute to chronic health
conditions such as heart dis-
ease and obesity, and disrupt
how the body regulates tem-
perature.

Older adults may be more
susceptible to effects of ex-
treme heat and air pollution
exposure, in part because this
stress comes on top of age-re-
lated chronic health condi-
tions like heart disease, high
blood pressure, diabetes or
chronic lung disease.
Impaired body temperature
regulation in response to heat
can also occur with aging.
And older adults may be less
mobile and therefore less able
to get to cooling centers or to
medical care and be less able
to afford air conditioning.

A future of high tempera-
tures and air pollution

This isn't just a California
problem. Climate change will
increase exposure to high
heat and air pollution in
many parts of the country.
Yearly average temperatures
in the US are already more
than 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit
(1 degree Celsius) warmer
than at the beginning of the
1900s. By the end of this cen-
tury, global temperatures are
on pace to be nearly 5 F (2.7 C)
warmer. Dangerous extreme
heat waves, currently rare,
will become more common.
Changing climate is also af-
fecting levels of outdoor fine

particulate pollution for ex-
ample, through weather
changes such as air stagna-
tion events, wind and dust
storms, and drier and
warmer conditions that con-
tribute to increasingly fre-
quent and intense wildfires.

What to do to stay safe
Further research is needed

to better understand these ef-
fects, such as the full impact
of wildfire smoke exposure.
However, enough is known
that people should take meas-
ures to reduce their risk of
harm during periods of ex-
treme heat or air pollution.
That means staying well hy-
drated and keeping cool.
Shopping malls and other air-
conditioned public spaces
can provide a refuge from
heat. Home air conditioning,
especially during nighttime,
can reduce mortality. A
portable air filter in the bed-
room can markedly reduce
particle pollution levels.

People with symptoms of
heat stress, such as headache,
nausea, dizziness or confu-
sion, especially the elderly,
should seek medical care.
Many county and state health
departments already provide
alerts about extreme heat and
extreme air pollution.
Developing a special category
of alert during co-occurring
extremes may be beneficial to
public health. Governments
also need to take steps now to
avoid the worst future cli-
mate change scenarios. Some
best practices for cities in-
clude creating cooling shade
cover and green space that
will also reduce particle pol-
lution.
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Whither Cong?
Sycophancy Supreme

For the present worsen-
ing condition of the Cong
we have to go backward to
the period of VP Singh
when he revolted against
the Cong on the issue of
bribery in the Bofors case
and till today no such kick-
backs had been established
and it was the starting time
when Cong started weaken-
ing due to weak organisa-
tional skills. No doubt in
other parties also such type
of instances do occur but
they had managed it with
managerial skills.We know
in the last assembly elec-
tions in Maharashtra there
was no alliance between
Shiv Sena and BJP but the
BJP declared that no leader
will speak against Shiv Sena
founder Bal Thackeray who
at that time was no more
and in the same way politi-
cal alliances between BJP
and Akali Dal was broken
but even then as per media
reports name of Parkash
Singh Badal was considered
for post of Vice President.
And both these examples
show how to manage the
crises in the party and such
type of political skills was
required at the time of re-
volt by then VP Singh.
Second time Cong was de-
throned in 2014 on the basis
of wide corruption in allot-
ment of 2G spectrum where-
as there was not a single
Paisa corruption as was in
the Bofors case and in both
these cases there was not a
minute corruption and both
these were based on false
propaganda and it was the
weakness of the party that
false propaganda could not
be countered by the Cong
party. Now we see the  fate of
2019 when battle of election
was based on Rafale scam
but the party utterly failed
to convince the voters that
there was scam in Rafale
planes but the Cong party
could not win the so much
seats where the party may
get the status of opposition
leader. From the above three
examples it is very much
clear that there is need of
deep introspection in the
party and find the ways to
revive the party and should
shun the sycophancy which
is at present supreme.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar 

Congress needs
reforms

It is too late an exercise as
the party’s graph is falling.
As more and more party loy-
alists are leaving, the party
is crumbling like a house of
cards. With ad hoc leader-
ship, it cannot lead the
masses to face the existen-
tial crisis amid desertion by
top functionaries. The party
needs an infusion of young
blood and dedicated cadres
to give a new lease of life to
the organisation which is
lying in a dormant state.
The Congress should shun
sycophants and go for real-
time reforms.

Anil vinayak, Amritsar
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A worker transports an idol of Lord Ganesha to a place of worship ahead of the first day of the ten-day-long Ganesh Chaturthi
festival, in Gurugram, Tuesday, Aug. 30.

Heat waves+air pollution can 
be a deadly combination

GANESH CHATURTHI FESTIVAL

A cup of tea just got a bit more
relaxing. Tea can be part of a

healthy diet and people who drink
tea may even be a little more likely
to live longer than those who don't,
according to a large study. Tea con-
tains helpful substances known to
reduce inflammation. Past studies
in China and Japan, where green
tea is popular, suggested health ben-
efits. The new study extends the
good news to the UK's favourite
drink: black tea.

Scientists from the U.S. National
Cancer Institute asked about the tea
habits of nearly a half million
adults in the United Kingdom, then
followed them for up to 14 years.
They adjusted for risk factors such
as health, socio-economics, smok-
ing, alcohol intake, diet, age, race
and gender. Higher tea intake two or
more cups daily was linked to a
modest benefit: a 9% to 13% lower
risk of death from any cause vs.
non-tea drinkers. Tea temperature,
or adding milk or sugar, didn't

change the results. The study, pub-
lished Monday in Annals of
Internal Medicine, found the associ-
ation held up for heart disease
deaths, but there was no clear trend
for cancer deaths.

Researchers weren't sure why, but
it's possible there weren't enough
cancer deaths for any effect to show
up, said Maki Inoue-Choi, who led
the study. A study like this, based on
observing people's habits and
health, can't prove cause and effect.
Observational studies like this al-
ways raise the question: Is there
something else about tea drinkers
that makes them healthier? said
Marion Nestle, a professor of food
studies at New York University. I
like tea. It's great to drink. But a cau-
tious interpretation seems like a
good idea. There's not enough evi-
dence to advise changing tea habits,
said Inoue-Choi. If you drink one
cup a day already, I think that is
good," she said. And please enjoy
your cup of tea.
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ERIKA GARCIA

T he government headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has come out with flying colours in curbing hinterland ter-

ror, with only seven such extremist attacks reported in the past
over eight years of  the NDA rule. There was minimal loss of  life --
11 civilians and 11 security personnel were killed, and 52 civilians
and 44 security forces were injured from 2014 till date. Modi as-
sumed office in the summer of 2014. An RTI query had sought de-
tails of all terror strikes that took place in India, from 2004 till
date, which included the UPA government under then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and till the current NDA government
under  PM  Modi.  The  other startling revelations that came to
light in the RTI reply were that during the UPA regime from 2004-
2013, a total of  42 hinterland terror attacks were reported where
853 civilians and18 security personnel were killed leaving 3,147
civilians injured, with zero casualties on the security side.The data
indicates that 2008 and 2006 were the worst years in terms of  ex-
tremist strikes in the hinterlands, recording 306 and 238 civilian
deaths plus 833 and 1,266 civilian injuries, respectively. This in-
cludes the 26/11 Mumbai  terror  attacks.  In  2008,  which in-
cludes the dastardly 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, 18 security
personnel were killed and 9 terrorists from Pakistan were killed
while one Ajmal Kasab was caught alive, tried and secretly
hanged in November, 2012. The other major incidents of 2008 in-
clude attacks in Rampur (Uttar Pradesh), Jaipur, Bengaluru,
Ahmedabad, Delhi, Mehrauli, Malegaon,Gujarat Agartala, Imphal
and Assam. The 2006 data comprises the terror strikes in
Ahmedabad railway station, Mumbai 7/11 serial bomb blasts in
suburban trains and the Malegaon blasts. In the aftermath of
these incidents, the Centre  took  various  administrative  and leg-
islative measures to rein in hinterland terrorism. These include
augmenting the Central Armed Police Force strength, capacity
building of  special forces, modernising the (state) police forces,
tighter immigration controls, upgrading intelligence set-up and
coastal security, and giving more teeth to the UAP and NIA acts. In
the cases handled by NIA, the conviction rate has reached 94 per
cent from  75  per  cent  in  2014.  The  National Investigation
Agency will have branches in all the states by May 2024. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah said the Modi government took all ef-
forts to strengthen probe agencies such as the NIA and anti-terror
laws in line with its policy of zero tolerance towards terrorism. The
Modi  government  has  adopted  zero tolerance policy against
Left Wing Extremism, terrorism and other related crimes includ-
ing fake  currency  and  narcotics.  Left  Wing Extremism is now
restricted to only a few districts in the country. Earlier LWE was
spread to 120 districts but it has now shrunk to only 46 districts.
The government has also tried to make Kashmir terror-free ever
since it came to power. Peace is being witnessed in Kashmir after
the abrogation of Article 370.

Fall in hinterland terror

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Y ear after year, Ganesh’s devotees look forward to his annual
coming, “GANESH CHATURTHI”. Ganesh Chaturthi falls

every year on the fourth day Bhadrapad (August-September).
This year Ganesh Chaturthi falls on August 31st . Who does not
know Ganesha? Ganesha, the pot-bellied figure with rounded,
childish limbs and an elephant’s head with one tusk broken, has
four arms holding a goad, a noose, a broken tusk and a bowl of
sweets. He is well-known deity not only because it has been or-
dained that before beginning any puja or worshipping any other
God, one must first pray to Him. Apart from Krishna, Ganesha is
the only other God in whom we find childlike innocence. A prayer
in the Rig Veda invoking Ganesha shows that he has been wor-
shipped since very ancient times. The sacred symbol “Om”, as
written in Sanskrit is said to represent him. He is praised at the
beginning of any ceremony or undertaking and has a thousand
names, including Ganesh, Ganapati, Gajendra, Siddhadata,
Vinayaka, Ekadanta etc. all of which should recited to avert evil
and ensure success and well-being.  Now let us see how Ganesh
got his name (title) Ganapati ? Once Gods were to select a leader
amongst themselves and for this, they had a race. They were to
go round the universe thrice and in this race the God who return
first would be a winner. The Gods, including Kartikeya (Ganesha’s
younger brother) set out on their swift mounts and the fat
Ganesha was left behind with his vehicle mouse. Ganesha went
round his parents Shiva-Parvati thrice and returned to the finish-
ing point and was declared first. All the Gods who had competed
agreed that after all Ganesha had been round his universe and
thus he deserved to win. Thus Ganesh became ‘GANANAYAK,” the
leader of Shiva’s ‘GANAS”  and it was decreed that people must
offer him worship as the remover of all obstacles, before they
begin any suspicious work or offer puja to any other God. Ganesha
today is worshipped with prayer and meditation but is rarely the
primary deity of devotion, except in Maharashtra where puja is of-
fered to him and colorful procession are taken out. The history of
Maharashtra since the last two hundred years is recounted and
eminent, Maharashtrian politicians remembered. Ganesha
Chaturthi festival has provided that symbol for Hindu regenera-
tion in Maharashtra. Ganesha lends power in the world of action
and offers protection, opens doors and given success to other
Gods and Goddesses. Now let us see what Ganesha embodies
within his frame and what his name signifies: “Ganesha’s potbelly
or “lambda” signifies that the entire universe or “Brahma” is with-
in Gnash. The ever-moving trunk teaches us to be active. In his
four hands”Chaturbhuja”, Ganesha carries the pasha (rope),
ankusha (Curved weapon), the modaka (sweets ladoos) an offer-
ing which his devotees must make to him, if they wish to please
him. His fourth hand is folded in benefiction to his devotees, as-
suring them of his help and protection. Now, you all might be won-
dering why Ganesha the all-dynamic Number One God should ride
a rat. There is a reason. The rate is traditionally associated with
emotions like anger, pride and selfishness. Ganesha’s riding rat
means, the God keeps these feelings under control.

Lord Ganesha’s 
BIG HEAD inspires us to think big and think profitably, 
the BIG EARS prompt us to list patiently to new ideas and 

suggestions, 
the NARROW EYES point to deep concentration need to finish

tasks in hand well and quickly, 
the LONG NOSE tells us to poke around inquisitively to learn

more and 
the SMALL MOUTH reminds us to speak less and listen more.

Today, Lord Ganesha  is still with us. He stays with us for 
complete ten days every year, before his idol is immersed in water
with the prayer, “Please come soon next year.” 

Lord Ganesha stays our 
mentor and protector

Tea drinkers enjoy possible
health benefits, study suggests Chandini Bharadwaj

D o you think women are really
safe in India? Do you think

women can do everything? Do you
think they can go everywhere with-
out worrying about anything? Or do
they have all the freedoms like men?
Let's discuss. Women's safety is our
need. Everybody should make our
country a more secure spot for
women so that they can live peaceful-
ly. It is anything but a singular obli-
gation. However, everybody, includ-
ing government, corporates and peo-
ple, have to take responsibility. If we
explore the internet, there are many
stories of girls/women being physi-
cally abused at different places -
sometimes by cab drivers, sometimes
in metros. Sometimes they become
victims of acid attacks, some girls
are married off in their childhood
and in many places, female infanti-
cide is still practiced. In every cul-
ture, every country, every religion
and every society, women have to en-
dure the most.

Every person has the freedom to
feel safe. The Indian Constitution

states that every person is even be-
fore the law. But unfortunately, it is
not practiced everywhere. Women
and girls around the world should be
given access to education, they
should be able to freely walk in any
place, reach hospitals, get the oppor-
tunity of choosing a career, have the
freedom to choose their marriage
partner and also the freedom to wear
the clothes of their choice. They
should not be punished for the selec-
tion of garments, friends, and other
extra-curricular activities.
Education is the demand of the hour.
We can encourage women's power by
working on their potential and em-
powering them. The government
should give information, advise, clin-
ical and psycho-social care to women
at risk. Women empowerment en-
courages equality between women
and men and supports women by al-
lowing them with power and courage
to be the decision makers of their
lives. Women's empowerment in
India has achieved power with the
support of women's welfare organi-
zations by giving them all the re-
quired support.

Ensuring women’s safety 
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BRIEF

Shyam Steel
New Delhi: TMT bar
manufacturer Shyam
Steel on Tuesday said
it plans to double its
turnover to Rs 9,000
crore in the next three
years. The company
clocked a turnover of
Rs 4,500 crore in 2021-
22. Shyam Steel direc-
tor Lalit Beriwala told
reporters here the
company will pump in
Rs 1,500 crore to set up
a 0.35 million tonnes
per annum plant to
manufacture TMT
bars in West Bengal
and has already got
600 acres of land from
the state government
for the same.

House price index
Mumbai: The all
India house price
index (HPI) rose by 3.5
per cent year-on-year
in the first quarter of
2022-23, according to
data released by the
Reserve Bank of
India. The growth in
the HPI was 1.8 per
cent during January-
March and 2 per cent
in the April-June
quarter of 2021-22.
The RBI said the year-
on-year movements in
HPI varied widely
across the cities -
ranging from a
growth of 16 per cent
in Kolkata to a con-
traction of 4 per cent
in Bengaluru.

Alliance Air
Mumbai: Alliance
Air on Tuesday said it
will restart flight
services to Shimla
from Delhi, starting
September 6. Earlier,
the services on the
route were withdrawn
due to several rea-
sons. In July 2017,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had
flagged off the first
flight between Shimla
and Delhi, operated
by Alliance Air under
the government's re-
gional connectivity
scheme. Alliance Air
said it will now fly
daily with its regional
jet, ATR42-600, from
September 6.

GJEPC
Mumbai: The Gem
and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
(GJEPC) on Tuesday
said it has appointed
Vipul Shah as its
Chairman for two
years. The GJEPC
board members elect-
ed Shah as the
Chairman for the peri-
od of September 2022-
2024, the apex indus-
try body in a state-
ment said, adding he
was the vice chair-
man for 2020-22. "I feel
privileged to return to
the role of GJEPC
chairman in these ex-
citing times. The
Indian gem and jew-
ellery industry is at
the start of yet anoth-
er growth phase and is
set to achieve the gov-
ernment's export tar-
get for our sector, of
USD 45.7 billion in
2022-23," Shah said.

Non-food bank
Mumbai: Banks'
non-food credit regis-
tered a growth of 15.1
per cent in July as
compared to 5.1 per
cent a year ago, RBI
data showed. Loans
to agriculture and al-
lied activities im-
proved to 13.2 per
cent in July 2022 from
11.1 per cent in the
year-ago period, ac-
cording to the
Reserve Bank of
India's (RBI) Sectoral
Deployment of Bank
Credit for July 2022
released on Tuesday.
The growth in credit
to industry accelerat-
ed to 10.5 per cent in
July 2022 from 0.4 per
cent in July last year.

SHOPPING

A girl pushes a shopping cart as she buys school supplies at a supermarket in Lille, northern France, on August 30, 
a few days before the start of the school year.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The government is look-
ing to promote more than
10,000 startups in the next
5-6 years under the GENE-
SIS programme, Ministry
of Electronics and IT
(Meity) Secretary Alkesh
Kumar Sharma said on
Tuesday.

Kumar also said he has
not seen any startup run-
ning for funds and instead
they are looking for
growth opportunities
through various means.

"Funding is not an issue.
We are now moving to
level next where Genesis
is coming. We are going to
launch. We are going to
promote 10,000 startups in
the next 5-6 years,"
Sharma said.

He was responding to
question about possible
funding winter that could
lead to shortage of funds
for startups.

In July, the government
launched the Digital India
GENESIS (Gen-Next
Support for Innovative
Startups). The programme
has an outlay of Rs 750

crore. Sharma participat-
ed in a briefing session
with various startup rep-
resentatives to understand
their issues.

Representatives of
KidEx, Teralumens,
iMumz, Recur Club,
A y u R h y t m ,
K r i s h i f y F a r m s t o c k ,
BlueSemi R&D Pvt Ltd,
Gurutvaa Systems and
Next Skills 360, participat-
ed in the meeting.

At present, India has
more than 73,000 startups
and out of them, more
than 100 are unicorns or
those with USD 1 billion
valuation.

"We are helping startups
in product development
from where they can pick
up business," Sharma
said.

Meity is already run-
ning a programme Startup
Accelerator of MeitY for
Product Innovation,
Development & Growth
(SAMRIDH) under which
it plans to select 300 start-
ups and provide each of
them funding support of
up to Rs 40 lakh.

Meity Additional
Secretary Bhuvnesh
Kumar said the ministry
has partnered with 22 ac-
celerators for Samridh.
The entire scheme outlay
is Rs 100 crore and the gov-
ernment is partnering ac-
celerators who will con-
nect to them to venture
capitalists.

"The government will
match the fund which
startups get from venture
capitalists," Kumar said.

IT ministry to promote 10,000 
startups in next 5-6 years: AK Sharma Mumbai, Aug 29:  

Today, Reliance Industries
went live on Koo, conduct-
ing their 45th Annual
General Meeting. Making
Koo the only other home-
grown platform on which
they have gone live for the
first time. Reliance
Industries started their ac-
count on Koo on Aug 8 2022
and have been posting cor-
porate updates regularly
since then.

Multi-lingual social
media platform - Koo - has
rolled out ‘Live’ feature to a
select few accounts. This
will enable creators to reach
out to a wide range of audi-
ence that spans across
length and breadth of India.
There are 7,500+ eminent ac-
counts on Koo, including top
Industrialists and corporate
accounts.

Being an inclusive plat-

form built around a lan-
guage-first approach, Koo
has a diverse demographic
of users. There are several
product features on Koo that
enable companies like
Reliance to reach out to a
wide range of audience who
are native language speak-
ers and essentially also ex-
clusively on platforms like
Koo.

Aprameya Radhakrishna,
CEO & Co-Founder of Koo
said, “Reliance group is the
largest Indian multinational
conglomerate, among the
top employers with cus-
tomers spanning across
India. It’s a moment of pride
to have Reliance Industries
go live on the Koo platform
for their 45th Annual
General Meeting (AGM). It
is exciting for Koo users,
some of whom are also
stakeholders of companies
like Reliance Industries, to

hear regularly and in a time-
ly way from the company di-
rectly. Given the nature of
language diversity in India,
it’s becoming increasingly
important for companies to
communicate to users in
multiple native languages.
Koo seamlessly enables this
for all companies today. I’m
sure many other brands and
corporations will follow
suit.”

As an inclusive platform,
Koo champions digital free-
dom of expression, encour-
aging users to share their
thoughts and opinions in a
language of their choice.
Since its inception in March
2020, Koo has seen extensive
adoption from across India,
including by leading brands
like Amul, Punjab National
Bank, HDFC, Yahoo India,
among others which is re-
flected in its downloads of 45
million.

Reliance Industries Conducts
45th AGM live on Koo

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI):

Benchmark BSE Sensex
and Nifty soared over 2.5 per
cent to log their best single-
day gain in more than three
months on Tuesday driven
by value buying in banking,
IT and oil stocks amid
mixed global cues.

The 30-share Sensex
jumped 1,564.45 points or
2.70 per cent to settle at more
than one-week high of
59,537.07. During the day, it
zoomed 1,627.16 points or
2.80 per cent to a day's high
of 59,599.78.

The broader NSE Nifty
spurted 446.40 points or 2.58
per cent to close at 17,759.30
as all 50 components ad-
vanced. The key indices
logged their best single-day
gain since May 20. The in-
dices had tumbled more
than 1.4 per cent on Monday
after US Federal Bank chair
Jerome Powell indicated
last week that the central

bank will stick to a strategy
of rate hikes to cool infla-
tion. Making a sharp recov-
ery, all the 30 Sensex shares
ended in the green. Bajaj
Finserv rallied the most by
5.47 per cent, followed by
Bajaj Finance which
jumped 4.86 per cent.

IndusInd Bank jumped
4.38 per cent, Tech
Mahindra by 3.96 per cent,
ICICI Bank by 3.72 per cent,
Kotak Mahindra Bank by
3.46 per cent, Tata Steel by
3.29 per cent and HDFC by

3.28 per cent.
Gains in Reliance

Industries, HDFC Bank,
Infosys, TCS, HUL, SBI,
Axis Bank and ITC fuelled
the rally.

"Today's rebound indi-
cates the domestic econo-
my's resilience in compari-
son to its global peers.
Although the markets are
currently at premium valua-
tions, continued support
from foreign investors aided
domestic stocks to inch
higher," said Vinod Nair,

Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

A correction in crude oil
prices and losses in the US
dollar in the global markets
also boosted the investor
sentiment, analysts said.

"Markets made a remark-
able recovery and gained
over two-and-a-half per cent
amid mixed global cues.
After the gap-up start, the
benchmark moved from
strength to strength till the
end and settled around the
day's high," Ajit Mishra, VP-
Research, Religare Broking,
said.

All the sectoral indices
participated in the move
wherein banking and finan-
cials contributed the maxi-
mum. In line with the trend,
the market breadth was also
inclined strongly on the ad-
vancing side, he said.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge jumped
1.97 per cent and smallcap
index climbed 1.40 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty rebound over 2.5 pc on
strong gains in banking, IT stocks

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The price of aluminium is like-
ly to go up in the medium
term due to factors like surge
in demand, Crisil Research on
Tuesday said. The price of the
metal fell 45 per cent from the
March 2022 peak to around
2,400 dollar per tonne now
due to factors like lockdown in
China. "Aluminium prices have
likely bottomed out and should
rise over the medium term,
supported by two structural
drivers: limited smelter capac-
ity additions and uptick in
demand," it said in a state-
ment. Limited capacity addi-
tions over the next five years
will be crucial to pick up in the
prices of aluminium, it said.
The demand for aluminium is
likely to see a structural
growth over the medium term
on account of global green
investments, including electric
vehicles, solar panels and
renewable energy grids, most
of which have high intensity of
aluminium use.

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI):

Kotak Mahindra Bank
on Tuesday pitched at the
RBI for a standardisation
in fraud reporting, after
data showed the private
sector lender has been wit-
nessing huge number of
such cases.

The appeal from Kotak
Mahindra Bank came days
after reports citing official
data said the lender report-
ed 5,278 cases of fraud in
the first quarter of FY23,
as against only 9 for the na-
tion's largest lender SBI.

The bank clarified on
Tuesday that 97 per cent of
the overall 5,000 incidents
of fraud were due to cus-
tomers unwittingly com-
promising their creden-
tials by clicking on un-
known links, or giving ac-
cess to their devices or
sharing their credentials
with unscrupulous indi-

viduals willingly. "It is our
submission that other
banks do not appear to be
exhaustively or uniformly
reporting these types of
frauds," it said. The bank
said it had written to the
RBI on Tuesday and also
earlier on March 17, 2022 "
to enforce standardisation
in reporting require-
ments". The bank claimed
it has been reporting
frauds as per regulatory
requirements which in-
cludes data on instances of
skimming, phishing, vish-
ing, e-commerce frauds,
across debit cards, credit
cards, UPI, mobile bank-
ing, internet banking and
payment gateways.

It has been reporting
data regardless of
whether customers or the
bank faced losses, or
whether the fraud
amounts were recovered
eventually.

Kotak Mahindra Bank
pitches for standardising

fraud reporting to RBI

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI):

Adani Electricity
Mumbai (AEML) on
Tuesday said it is investing
Rs 500 crore to install
smart meters for seven
lakh consumers in the fi-
nancial capital by the end
of 2023.

The power discom, a
unit of the listed Adani
Transmission, said the 7
lakh smart meters is the
first phase target and the
remaining 20 lakh con-
sumers will get smart me-
ters by the end of FY25.

It has installed 1.10 lakh
of such smart meters, and
the remaining 5.90 lakh
will be done by 2023-end to
finish the first phase, chief
operating officer Kapil
Sharma told reporters.

The meters will help con-
sumers to get real-time up-
dates on power consump-

tion, and also enable the
company to improve its col-
lection efficiency in case of
non-payment as it can dis-
connect a meter remotely,
Sharma said. Each unit of
the smart meter costs up to
Rs 1,000 extra, but the sav-
ings in the operating ex-
penses accruing over time
outweigh the costs borne
upfront, the company's
managing director and
chief executive Kandarp
Patel said. The cost of the
additional expenditure will
have to be borne by the cus-
tomers finally, but the ener-
gy bill hikes will be "in-
significant" given the ad-
vantages of such meters,
Patel said. The Rs 500 crore
capital expenditure is
being done through inter-
nal accruals and the com-
pany has no plans for any
equity infusion, Patel said.
The company, which has

been operating for the last
four years following the Rs
18,000-crore acquisition of
Reliance Energy from Anil
Dhirubhai Ambani Group,
has been investing up to Rs
1,500 crore per annum in
various technology and
network improvement ini-
tiatives every year, Patel
said. He said it plans to con-
tinue with the same rate of
investments for the next
two years as well, and will
then take a considered call
on the requirements later.

It has not been able to in-
crease its market share
over the last four years,
and hopes that initiatives
on the services front will
help it, Patel said. On
Tuesday, it introduced a
video chat facility for con-
sumers, an artificial intelli-
gence-powered chatbot and
also kiosk machines for bill
payments.

Adani Electricity investing Rs 500 cr for
smart meter installations in Mumbai

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The total number of elec-
tric vehicles on Indian
roads is likely to touch 5
crore by 2030, presenting an
enormous opportunity for
players in the charging
ecosystem, according to a
report by consultancy firm
KPMG.

A large increase in elec-
tric vehicles (EV) sales is
anticipated in India due to
favourable factors on de-
mand, supply and regulato-
ry front despite a low pene-
tration level of about 1 per
cent currently, KPMG said
in its report -- Electric vehi-
cle charging the next big op-
portunity. According to the
report, India's electric mo-
bility story is rapidly evolv-

ing, with EVs gradually en-
tering the mainstream, re-
sulting in a three-fold rise
in EV sales over the last fis-
cal year. The growth is cur-
rently being led by two-
wheeler (2W), three-wheel-
er (3W), and bus segments.

"As of March 2022, the
number of EVs on Indian
roads had surpassed one
million. This number is

likely to grow to 45-50 mil-
lion EVs on road by 2030," it
said. This presents an enor-
mous opportunity for play-
ers in the EV charging
ecosystem.

"Currently, only about
1,700 public charging sta-
tions are operational across
the country which is inade-
quate to support the EV
growth," the report added.

There has been a strong
government push to im-
prove penetration of charg-
ing networks and increas-
ing interest from public and
private players, which is
likely to bring in the much-
required investments in
this space, it said.

The charging infrastruc-
ture market is slated for an
exponential growth with a
mix of factors expected to
determine the volumes and
type of charging solutions
required.

In terms of growth poten-
tial in the charging busi-
ness, the KPMG report said
in the two-wheeler segment
a 15-20 per cent growth is
expected by 2025, which is
slated to rise even further to
50-60 per cent by 2030.

Electric vehicles on Indian roads
to touch 5cr by 2030: KPMG

Sebi slaps Rs 1.25 cr

fine on 5 entities
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Capital markets regulator Sebi on
Tuesday imposed a penalty
totalling Rs 1.25 crore on Nakoda
Ltd and four other persons in a
case pertaining to fraudulent
issuance of the company's Global
Depository Receipts (GDR). The
four persons penalised by the reg-
ulator are -- DB Jain, BG Jain,
Arun Pachariya and Mukesh
Chauradiya. They have been
directed to pay the penalty within
45 days, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
said in an order.
The regulator conducted an inves-
tigation against several Indian
companies that had issued GDRs
in overseas markets. It had
probed the GDR issue of Nakoda
during the issuance of such
receipts in November- December
2010, to ascertain whether GDRs
were issued with the intention of
defrauding Indian investors and
appropriate disclosures with
respect to the Listing Agreement

if any were made.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The government has no plans as
of now to impose any restric-
tions on exports of rice and
there are adequate buffer stocks
to meet the domestic require-
ments, according to an official
source. There were some discus-
sions on imposing curbs on rice
exports but no decision has been
taken yet. The government is
unlikely to put in any place
restrictions, the source said.
India, the world's second largest
rice producer after China, com-
mands 40 per cent share in the
global trade.
The country exported 21.2 mil-
lion tonnes of rice in 2021-22 fis-
cal year, of which 3.94 million
tonnes were basmati rice. It
exported non-basmati rice worth
USD 6.11 billion in the same
period, as per official data. The
country exported non-basmati
rice to more than 150 countries

in 2021-22. With area under cov-
erage for paddy down by 6 per
cent to 367.55 lakh hectares so
far this kharif sowing season
due to less rains in some states,
there are concerns that produc-
tion of rice may fall in the 2022-
23 crop year (July-June).
Traders fear that the current sit-
uation might force the Centre to
impose some restrictions on
exports of rice as is now the
case with wheat.
Till August 26 of the current
kharif season, less paddy area
has been mainly reported from
Jharkhand 10.51 lakh hectares
(ha), West Bengal (4.62 lakh ha),
Chhattisgarh (3.45 lakh ha),
Uttar Pradesh (2.63 lakh ha),
Bihar (2.40 lakh ha), and Odisha
(2.24 lakh ha).
Paddy is the main kharif crop,
sowing of which begins with the
onset of the southwest monsoon
from June and harvesting starts
from October onwards.

‘Govt has no plans as of
now to curb rice exports’

Aluminium prices
may go up over 

medium term: Crisil

A
ctor Vidyut
Jammwal has
shared a video

poem dedicating it to the
victory of Team India in
Sunday's Asia Cup match
against Pakistan in which
Hardik Pandya hit three
boundaries and a six in
the last two overs at Dubai
International Stadium.

The actor wrote, playing
on the words of the title of
his recent film:

"Jab Khuda Ho Haafiz /
zindagi ke khel mein /
taiyaar hain hum

Jab Khuda ho Haafiz /
kabhi na rukein tere
kadam

Jab Khuda ho Haafiz /
Poore ho saare sapne

Jab Khuda ho Haafiz /
Lehraye jhanda desh ka
apne!

Andhere par hoti hai
ujaale ki jeet hamesha

Iss baar bhi jeentengey
/ chaahe deni pade Agni
Pariksha!

He ended the video with
a shout out to Rohit
Sharma and his Men in
Blue: "Team India, I love
you and I know that you
guys are all ready to go get
the Asia Cup for us. So, go
rule the game guys." On
the work front, Vidyut's
latest movie, 'Khuda
Haafiz Chapter 2: Agni
Pariksha,' which had an
unimpressive run on the
big screen, is going to
start streaming on ZEE5
from September 2. Written
and directed by Faruk
Kabir, 'Khuda Haafiz:
Chapter 2' is the sequel to
the 2020 film 'Khuda
Haafiz'. It has Vidyut
Jammwal, Shivaleeka
Oberoi, Sheeba Chaddha
and Dibyendu
Bhattacharya playing the
lead roles.

ACROSS

1. Duo

5. Tibetan priest

9. Player

14. Actress ____ Bancroft

15. One who mimics

16. San Antonio shrine

17. Glitch

18. Beaver projects

19. Large trucks

20. Sub finder

22. Work together

24. Mascara target

26. Robin's home

27. Receive via a will

29. Albany's canal

33. Roof of the mouth

36. Compass direction (abbr.)

37. Valley

38. How ____ you?

39. Stroke lovingly

40. Entire amount

41. Actress Mae ____

43. Tax agcy.

44. Not fine

47. Space org.

48. Teeter-totters

50. Actor Sean ____

52. Oval

56. Water ____ (like some watches)

60. Scoff

61. Female singers

62. Shopping bag

64. Inspiration

65. Location

66. On an ocean trip

67. Siestas

68. Legendary stories

69. Malicious look

70. If not

DOWN

1. Old hat

2. Bother

3. Foolish

4. Decorative clothing

5. Lass's mate

6. Southwestern Indian

7. Office message

8. Firebug

9. Freon and oxygen

10. Warned

11. Papa's mate

12. Send forth

13. Thorny bloom

21. Talk wildly

23. Tennis's ____ Sampras

25. That lady
28. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like

Heaven"
30. Raise
31. Misfortunes
32. She, in Bordeaux
33. Hock
34. Vicinity
35. Minus
39. Before birth
42. Cassava starch
43. Negative contraction
44. Baseball's ____ Ripken
45. Hooting birds
46. Foolish
49. Sofa
51. Snaky shapes
53. Bicycle part
54. Oozes
55. Make disappear
56. Knocks sharply
57. She, in Valencia
58. All-male party
59. Facial feature
63. Corn serving
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Your self-confidence may be a bit low and
you could doubt your abilities right now,
Aquarius. Don't get depressed or dis-
heartened. Your skills are excellent. Try to
look at your situation objectively and pin-
point why you aren't progressing in your
career as rapidly as you'd hoped. You may
be worried about money but know that
everything will work out in the end.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you may feel bored and frustrated
with your life's direction, Pisces. You feel
buried under responsibilities, with no time
left to do what you really want to do. You
have other interests to pursue but no time to
pursue them. It's frustrating. You might
want to rethink your priorities. If you're cre-
ative about time management, you'll be able
to find some time.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You're less optimistic and energetic than
usual, Aries. Your mind feels sluggish -
your whole body does, in fact. You're
either coming down with the flu or com-
pletely and thoroughly disheartened. This
would be a good day to take some time off.
Issues from the past may come back to
haunt you. Perhaps you should address
them once and for all.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may be discouraged about money
matters today, Taurus. Perhaps a raise
you'd been hoping for didn't come
through. Perhaps a professional project
didn't work out as you expected. Now is
the time to put your ingenuity to work and
figure out a way to earn the money you
need. Trust that you have the necessary
know-how. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If work is beginning to feel more like a
burden than a joy, it may be time to
rethink your job, Gemini. Your personal-
ity is such that you need lots of room to
stretch and grow. If you feel stifled, you
know it's time to find a new profession-
al challenge. You're fortunate that your
skill set affords you many opportunities.
Choose carefully!

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're especially in tune with the environ-
ment and the people around you today,
Cancer. Such sensitivity is new to you, and
you aren't exactly sure what to do with the
myriad messages that come into your
head, seemingly out of nowhere. Even
though this is outside your usual experi-
ence, try to accept rather than analyze.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You're drawn to public service, Leo. This
desire propels you to volunteer your serv-
ices with a group of some kind. You may
feel a bit awkward at first, but your natu-
ral leadership abilities will soon kick in.
The group will be left wondering how they
ever managed without you. Your talent
shines through once again. Well done!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Don't take everything at face value
today, Virgo. Information you receive
might not be accurate. Someone could
be repeating gossip or even creating it
just to have something to talk about.
Don't take part in the discussion. Since
your workload is likely heavy, forego
the socializing in favor of finishing the
tasks in front of you.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You may be feeling a bit on edge today,
Libra. Your self-confidence is shaky and
you may feel in need of new challenges.
The tedious tasks you have in front of you
don't inspire your imagination or creativi-
ty. Do what you can to get through this
difficult day. Be extra kind to yourself by
indulging in a good lunch or listening to
classical music.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You and your mate may be experienc-
ing some differences of opinion. It
seems you each have definite ideas
about some of life's fundamental val-
ues and they aren't completely in sync.
Make an extra effort to communicate,
Scorpio. You may find that your values
aren't as far apart as they first seemed.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

It isn't exactly all lightness and harmony
at home today, Sagittarius. There's ten-
sion in the air and it manifests in silly
family arguments. Try to arrange sepa-
rate activities for siblings, and encourage
your partner to eat out with friends, if
possible. This is a day to give everyone his
or her space. Tomorrow everyone will be
happy to eat together again.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This could be a particularly stressful day,
Capricorn. Your workload is heavier than
ever, thanks to the increased responsi-
bility you've taken on. The day seems
endless, yet there aren't enough hours to
get done all that needs doing. Take care
not to take your anxiety out on others. If
you're nice to them, they may even help
you finish your project!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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B
ollywood actress
Kriti Sanon's first
film audition was for

the Karan Johar directorial
'Student Of The Year'.

The screen 'Mimi' has
made the revelation during
the 9th episode of the popu-
lar KJo-hosted chat show
'Koffee With Karan' in
which she appeared along-
side her debut film
'Heropanti' co-star Tiger
Shroff.In the new episode,
the duo will be making
viewers' hearts hopscotch
with their confessions and
never-before-heard 'conjec-
tures', as KJo likes to call
them. Walking down the
memory lane, Kriti shared:
"This was right when I had
started modelling. It was
my career's very first film
audition and I was asked to
dance to 'Bahara' and some
scenes from 'Wake Up Sid'. I
was horrible back then."

She also mentioned that
she was ill-prepared for the
film and that she held no
hard feelings toward the
film's lead, Alia Bhatt, who
eventually made her screen
debut with the film along-
side Sidharth Malhotra and
Varun Dhawan. New
episodes of 'Koffee with
Karan' Season 7 are avail-
able to stream on Disney+
Hotstar every Thursday at
12 midnight. For fans in the
United States, 'Koffee with
Karan' Season 7 will stream
exclusively on Hulu.

Kriti Sanon
reveals how

she first 
auditioned 
for ‘SOTY’

K
ishore Bhanushali, who plays
Commissioner Resham Pal Singh in
&TV's popular shows Bhabiji Ghar

Par Hai and Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, has
played various comical roles in his three-
decade-long-acting career. The actor is
widely known as a doppelganger of the
legendary Dev Anand. He has consistent-
ly delivered a flawless performance and
won the audience's heart on-screen and
on stage with his stand-up comedies. In a
candid interview with us, the actor dis-
cusses the ups and downs of his journey.
HHaavvee  yyoouu  aallwwaayyss  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  wwoorrkk  aass  aann
aaccttoorr??
I never intended to pursue a career in
acting. I believe I was born to run my
small family business. But when I was
young, I remember one boy telling me
that I looked like Dev Anand. I had no
idea who he was because, at the time,
we only knew Rajesh Khanna Ji as a
superstar. Then, out of curiosity, I
watched one of his films, Yeh Gulistan
Hamara, for the first time I saw Dev
Anand. I remember I saw that film during
my school vacation, and then I went on to
see Jewel Thief, and I gradually realised
that yes, I do resemble him. Then I began
imitating him standing in front of the mir-
ror, and now it's been 50 years that my
name has been linked to his name, and
people know me as Dev Anand’s doppel-
ganger. 
DDiidd  yyoouurr  rreesseemmbbllaannccee  ttoo  DDeevv  AAnnaanndd  hheellpp
yyoouu  bbrreeaakk  iinnttoo  tthhee  eenntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  iinndduussttrryy??

No, I had to struggle to get work. Many
people will not believe it, but I had to
pass on many acting opportunities
because of being a look-alike of Dev
Sahab. But I never gave up on trying. I
always believed that where there is a
will, there is a way. So, I never stopped,
and slowly things turned out in my
favour.
WWhheenn  wwaass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  yyoouu  mmeett  DDeevv
AAnnaanndd??
I was very young when I first met Dev
Anand Sir and told him about my interest

in acting, and he advised me to first com-
plete my studies before I entered this
world. My love for him and my passion
for acting kept me going. Today I perform
a three-hour stand-up comedy show
called "Kishore ki Awaaz Dev ka Andaaz,"
in which, along with doing comedy, I also
sing. I have been in show business for
over three decades now, and, thanks to
Dev Ji, I managed to make a name for
myself.
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggeett  iinnttoo  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr  PPaarr

HHaaii??
My journey with Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
started because of Aasif Sheikh, whom I
have known for many years and a dear
friend.   He introduced me to Shashank
Bali, the show's director, for various roles
in the show. Shashank Ji immediately
cast me to play Anita Bhabi's uncle for
one day, and then I got a call to play the
commissioner, Resham Pal Singh, in the
show. Post that, I also got cast in Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan in 2019. And now I am
doing two shows playing a similar charac-
ter, and I am grateful.
AAnnyy  ddrreeaamm  jjoobb  yyoouu  hhaavvee??
One of my life’s biggest dreams is to
work with directors like Priyadarshini,
Mani Ratnam, and Ram Gopal Verma one
day.
Watch Kishore Bhanushali as
Commissioner Resham Pal Singh in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai and Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, airing every Monday to Friday
from 10:00 to 10:30 PM!

‘I lost many opportunities because
of Dev Anand’s look-alike’

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s home-
grown kids singing

reality show, Superstar
Singer that enjoyed an
overwhelming response
with its first edition re-
turned this year with a re-
freshing new season to
celebrate India’s ‘Singing
Ka Kal’! After weeks of
impressing the judges
Himesh Reshammiya,
Alka Yagnik and Javed
Ali and the audiences
alike with their excep-
tional singing, simplicity
and cuteness, the new
chapter of Superstar
Singer 2 has got its TOP 6
finalists.

Contestants a.k.a the
‘Best Bache Ever’ -
Mohammad Faiz, Mani,
Pranjal Biswas,
Aryananda R Babu,
Rituraj and Sayisha
Gupta are all set to mes-
merize everybody one last
time with their melodious

voices as they give their
best to move closer to win-
ning the coveted title of
‘Superstar Singer’ in the
finale.

Known for his heartfelt
voice, 14 year old contest-
ant Mohammad Faiz from
Jodhpur has time and
again captivated every-
body. So much so, that
judge Himesh
Reshammiya even named
him India’s Youth
Sensation. Elated to be a
part of TOP 6, he shared,
“Superstar Singer 2 has
given me a lot. When I
came to the show nobody
knew me, but today as I
am stepping into the fi-
nale I have finally made a
name for myself. I cannot
thank the show enough
for giving me such a great
learning experiences; I
am truly grateful. I am
currently going through a
mixed bag of emotions. I
am excited, and nervous,

all at the same time. We
all are going to put our
best foot forward and give
our audience an amazing
musical experience. I
wish all my co-contest-
ants all the best. May the
best singer win!”

Superstar Singer 2’s
very own Miss Mohali,
Sayisha Gupta has mes-
merized everyone with her
singing talent, her cute-
ness and her sashes. Elated
to be a part of the Top 6,
she shared, “I am blessed
to be part of this show. I am
grateful to the audience
and my captain Pawan
Bhaiya who have support-
ed me and loved me
throughout my journey.
The show has given me nu-
merous opportunities to
explore my skills as a
singer and performer. I am
super excited and hon-
oured to perform in the fi-
nale, I hope viewers will
enjoy our performances.”

Superstar Singer 2 gets its TOP 6 finalists!

A
ctress Tisca
Chopra, who is set
to play an IAS offi-

cer in her upcoming
thriller series 'Dahan -
Raakan ka Rahasya',
shared that the show
captures the essence of
raw fear as every charac-
ter involved in the show
has its own demons to
battle.

The series is a dark
tale of myths and super-
stition and touches upon
society, its beliefs and
challenges its characters
to face their deepest and
darkest fears.

Opening up on the
show, the actress said:
"What I love most about
'Dahan - Raakan ka
Rahasya' is how it cap-
tures raw fear as each
character faces their
own demons. Avani
Raut, my character,
fights personal and pro-
fessional battles when
she is caught in the
crossfire of superstition
and the supernatural
and resin and practicali-
ty on the other."

The show takes off
when a mining expedi-
tion threatens the village
fabled with a temple that
legends say can unleash
a deadly curse when
harmed. But Tisca's
character of the IAS offi-
cer sets out on a mission
to battle age-old supersti-
tions that shroud the vil-
lage in the face of myste-
rious killings and disap-
pearances.

Adding further, Tisca
said: "The show puts the
character Avani Raut on
a quest by drawing paral-
lels between her external
and internal fears,
which all of us confront.
It's been an absolute de-
light to bring Dahan and
Avani to the audiences."

The show, which has
been shot across
Rajasthan's rugged land-
scapes, also stars Rajesh
Tailang, Mukesh Tiwari,
Saurabh Shukla, Ankur
Nayyar, Rohan Joshi and
Lehar Khan.

Celebrated actor
Saurabh Shukla, who
plays Pramukh, said in a
statement: "Dahan -
Raakan ka Rahasya', as a
show, meticulously
brings together a tale of
myths, legends and su-
perstitions."

"Playing Pramukh
puts me in the eye of the
strong beliefs surround-
ing the village and its
residents. One element
that makes this charac-
ter stand out is that he
fears what he worships,
but is too scared to break
the chain."

Tisca Chopra says her
upcoming show ‘Dahan’

captures raw fear

Vidyut Jammwal dedicates
poem to India’s Asia Cup victory

Filmmaker-director-
writer Vishal

Bhardwaj is set to reunite
with his muse Tabu, who
played key roles in
'Maqbool' and 'Haider', in
the upcoming film
'Khufiya'. It will be the
first time when Tabu will
appear in a Vishal
Bharadwaj film not in-
spired by a
Shakespearean play.

The first-look teaser of
'Khufiya' was unveiled on
Monday at the Films Day
by Netflix. The teaser of
the spy drama gives a
sneak peek at the intense,
gripping characters.

Speaking about the
teaser release, Bharadwaj
said, "Working on films
that explore people, char-
acters, conflicts and rela-
tionships is something I

truly enjoy. 'Khufiya' is a
really special project for
me. The entire team has
worked very hard to cre-
ate a suspenseful slow-
burning thriller and with
Netflix we are thrilled to
present the film to audi-
ences globally."

Tabu to play R&AW operative in

Vishal Bhardwaj’s next, ‘Khufiya’
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Dubai, Aug 30 (PTI):

KL Rahul couldn't have
wished for an easier oppo-
sition to get his rhythm
back as a buoyant India get
ready to steamroll min-
nows Hong Kong in their
second and final group
league game of the Asia
Cup here on Wednesday.

The Group A match
won't be more than a glori-
fied net session for Rohit
Sharma's men against a
team, mostly comprising
Pakistani and Indian ex-
pats, who otherwise are
not good enough to play
first-class cricket in either
of the two nations.

After a hard earned vic-
tory over Pakistan in a last
over thriller, scripted by
Hardik Pandya, the focus
against Hong Kong will be
on batters and their ade-
quate game time.

Rahul, whose first T20I
in 2022 was against
Pakistan the other night,
would want to come out all
guns blazing and may take
this opportunity to try an
alternate batting approach
at the onset, compared to
what has been his style at
the IPL. In T20Is, teams are
going for impact perform-
ance and often a 20 ball 45
is of greater value than a
90 not out of 65 balls.
Quality of an innings and

its significance in the larg-
er context of the game is
more important at this
stage as India get ready for
the T2O World Cup to be
hosted by Australia from
October 16 to November 13.
Obviously, the quality of
Hong Kong bowling, to put
it politely, won't match up
to Pakistan, but there is al-
ways a fear as one doesn't

exactly know what to ex-
pect from an unknown en-
tity. Hence, it is important
that Rahul uses this oppor-
tunity to the fullest to gain
his confidence before the
start of the Super Fours
and business end of the
tournament.

Skipper Rohit has made
it clear that experimenta-
tion will continue and

hence one shouldn't be sur-
prised if there is another
batting order that could be
tried out on Wednesday.

For Virat Kohli, the
Hong Kong match will be
all about another quality
hitting time in the middle
against an attack that is
sure to feel intimidated by
his sheer presence in the
middle. Even Rohit, after a

subdued game against
Pakistan, would like to de-
posit a few into the stands.

It would be interesting to
see if Ravindra Jadeja is
sent at No. 4 position
against Hong Kong or
whether Rishabh Pant is
tried in place of Dinesh
Karthik, just to give him
some game time. While
India's top-order went back
to its old safety first ap-
proach against Pakistan, it
had a lot to do with the
quality of attack on dis-
play even without Shaheen
Shah Afridi. Perhaps, one
could safely judge whether
India's all-out attacking
display in powerplay can
work or not, only when
they play against attacks
which have more depth
than England, West Indies
or Sri Lanka. So, the real
judge of the batting order's
attacking mindset will
only be proved against
sides like Australia,
Pakistan, South Africa and
New Zealand. Games like
Hong Kong does help in
beefing up stats and no
player would like to sit
out. Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravi Bishnoi
could also get a look in,
letting Yuzvendra Chahal
and Jadeja cool their heels
a bit.

Asia Cup: India set to 
steamroll minnows Hong Kong

Virat Kohli arrives to warm up session.

Match start at 7:30 pm IST.

Townsville, Aug 30 (PTI):

Veteran Steve Smith is
enjoying his revamped
batting role and believes
he can play a part in
Australia's title defence at
the T20 World Cup to be
held at home later this
year, if he continues in the
same vein.

Smith was pegionholed
as a sheet anchor in T20
cricket, including during
Australia's maiden T20
World Cup-winning cam-
paign in the UAE last year.

However, during the
tour of Sri Lanka in June,
the 33-year-old was re-
lieved from his 'Mr. Fix It'
tag by the team manage-
ment, giving him the
green light to go and play
freely.

"I feel like when I'm
playing good T20 cricket,
I'm in that team (T20
World Cup) for sure,"
Smith was quoted as say-
ing by cricket.com.au on
Tuesday.

"The role that I've been
given the last couple of
years is the 'Mr. Fix It' role
and that tag's been taken
away from me now."

The right-hander feels
he can now play his natu-
ral game in the shortest
format without any hesita-
tion. "For the Sri Lanka
tour, and I felt like I could
go out and just play with a
lot more freedom and nat-
urally and not have any
kind of hesitation in the
back of my mind. "I can
just take the game on and

if I want to smack some-
one for six first ball, then
I'm able to do that freely,"
Smith added.

With the emergence of
the likes of Mitchell
Marsh (who now occupies
the No.3 spot that once be-
longed to Smith), Glenn
Maxwell and Marcus
Stoinis, Smith's position
had been rendered doubt-
ful in T20s.

In the series against Sri

Lanka, Smith batted twice
in the three T20s, scoring
five off four in the second
match before playing an
unbeaten 37 off 27 balls in
the third game.

His strike rate from four
innings this year has im-
proved from 91.89 (in three
innings during last year's
World Cup) to 120.37. The
T20 World Cup will be held
in Australia from October
16 to November 13.

Smith eyes T20 World Cup spot

Bengaluru, Aug 30 (PTI):

India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur on
Tuesday paid a glowing
tribute to Jhulan
Goswami, saying the veter-
an pacer's passion for the
sport is unmatched and
"nobody can fill her shoes".

The 39-year-old, who is
leading wicket-taker in in-
ternational cricket in a ca-
reer spanning more than
two decades, is set to retire
after the third and final
ODI against England at
Lord's on September 24.

"She goes to every game
with the same kind of pas-
sion which is unmatched,
nobody can beat that,"
Harmanpreet said in a
media interaction here on
the eve of their departure
for their white-ball series

in England.
Having made her debut

under the captaincy of
Jhulan in a match against
Pakistan in the 2009 World
Cup, Harmanpreet has
some vivid memories of
the legendary Indian pacer
who has a world record 252
wickets to her name from

201 ODIs -- the only bowler
with more than 200 wick-
ets in the format.

"When I made my debut
she was the captain, it's a
great opportunity for me
that I would be leading the
side when she would be
playing her last ODI. When
I entered the team, she was

the one who was leading
from the front. I've learnt a
lot from her. Nobody can
fill in her shoes.

"She's someone who al-
ways puts in the same kind
of effort, bowling two-
three hours She still puts
in the same kind of hard
work she used to during
her early days... I've never
seen her make any
changes to her practice
regimen." "You hardly see
any bowler doing like that,
or even at the nets while
batting... Nobody can
bring that passion she has
for cricket. "As a cricketer
and a person, I've learnt a
lot from her. She's a great
example for all of us.
There are many back
home who have grown up
watching her and then
took up the sport."

Nobody can fill Jhulan’s
shoes: Harmanpreet

Divya wins
women’s 
air pistol 

T6 event at
national trials
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

Karnataka's Divya T
S won the women's 10m
air pistol T6 event at
the national shooting
trials here on Tuesday.

Divya beat Haryana's
Rhythm Sangwan 16-12
in the final to claim the
gold medal at the Karni
Singh Shooting Range
(DKSSR) here.

Rhythm, however,
won both the youth and
junior women's air pis-
tol T6 trials to land a
double.

In the junior
women's final, Rhythm
beat UP's Divanshi
Dhama 16-8 to clinch
the gold, while in the
youth final, she beat yet
another UP girl Mansi
Anand 16-2.

Neha of Uttar
Pradesh had topped the
283-strong qualifying
field in the women's air
pistol with a score of
582, while Divya and
Rhythm had finished
second and third with
576 and 575 respectively.

Osaka, Aug 30 (PTI):

Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy moved into the
men's singles pre-quarter-
finals of the Japan Open
after his opponent Ng ka
Long Angus retired hurt
midway in the first round
here on Tuesday.

The unseeded Prannoy
was narrowly leading the
first game 11-10 when the
world number 12 player
from Hong Kong threw in
the towel within seven
minutes of their men's sin-
gles opener.

The world number 18
Indian will now take on
former world champion
Loh Kean Yew of
Singapore in the second
round.

Prannoy had been in
fine form at the BWF
World Championships in
Tokyo last week, stunning
two-time world champion

Kento Momota before get-
ting the better of compa-
triot and Commonwealth
Games gold medallist
Lakshya Sen.

However, his stellar run
ended in the quarterfinals
as he lost to China's Zhao

Junpeng. Later in the day,
the women's doubles pair
of Ashwini Bhat K and
Shikha Gautam will take
on Korean combination of
Baek Ha Na and Lee Yu
Lim in their first round
clash.

Indian racketlon
team wins Nations

Cup in Austria
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The India racketlon team
upset Britain 137-101 to win
its maiden Nations Cup title
in Graz, Austria.

Racketlon is a combina-
tion sport in which the com-
petitors are required to play
four racket sports: table ten-
nis, badminton, tennis and
squash. Captain Ashutosh
Pednekar of the Indian
Navy contributed to the
team's victory over the
weekend. The other mem-
bers of the winning squad
were Vikramaditya
Chaufla, Adarsh Vikram,
Sidharth Nandal, Varinder
Singh and Karan Taneja.

Chaufla, who also repre-
sented India in the World
University Badminton
Championships in 2012,
won a silver in the singles C
category. He later teamed up
with Karan Taneja to secure
a silver in the men's doubles
as well. PTI

Prannoy advances to 
pre-quarterfinals in Japan

Bengaluru, Aug 30 (PTI):

Indian women's hockey
vice-captain Deep Grace
Ekka on Tuesday said the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games
bronze medal is a thing of
the past now and the team
is focussing on winning
this year's FIH Nations
Cup, a qualifier for next
season's Pro League.

India, Canada, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, South Korea,
South Africa and hosts
Spain are the eight partici-
pating teams in the
Nations Cup to be

held in Valencia from
December 10 to 17.

The winner of the tour-
nament will directly quali-
fy for next season's FIH
Pro League.

"We did well in
Birmingham, but now that
is a closed chapter. We
have had a good break and
now we have to get back to
work. I am sure chief
coach Janneke Schopman
will assess our previous
performance and plan the
upcoming days in camp
accordingly," Ekka said in

a Hockey India release.
"We have to do well in

Spain in the FIH Women's
Hockey Nations Cup, and
for that the preparation
begins from today. It won't
be easy but training hard
and doing the right things
repeatedly during our ses-
sions is the only thing we
can do," she explained.

"Our aim in Spain will
be to progress to the FIH
Hockey Women's Pro
League and for that we

have to win the Nations
Cup. Our target is in front
of us, now it's up to us to
make sure we build in the
correct direction."

The Indian women had
finished a creditable third
in their debut FIH Pro
League outing in 2021-22
season. The defender, a
veteran of 240 caps, how-
ever, said the podium fin-
ish in Birmingham will do
wonders in lifting the con-
fidence of the team.

Focus is on winning Nations Cup to book
next season’s FIH Pro League berth: Deep

New York, Aug 30 (AP):

They came from far and
wide for Serena no last
name required, befitting
someone as much an icon
as superstar athlete to see
her practice and play and, it
turned out, win a match at
the U.S. Open, turning out
in record numbers to fill
Arthur Ashe Stadium and
shout and applaud and
pump their fists right along
with her.

Serena Williams is not
ready to say goodbye just
yet. Nor, clearly, are her
fans. And she heard them,
loud and clear.

In her first match at what
is expected to be the last
U.S. Open and last tourna-
ment of her remarkable
playing career, even if she
insists that she won't quite
say so, Williams overcame a
shaky start to overpower
Danka Kovinic 6-3, 6-3 amid
an atmosphere more akin
to a festival than a farewell.

What memory will stick
with her the most from the
evening?

When I walked out, the
reception was really over-
whelming. It was loud and I
could feel it in my chest. It

was a really good feeling,
said the owner of six U.S.
Open championships and
23 Grand Slam titles over-
all, numbers unsurpassed
by any other player in the
sport's professional era. It's
a feeling I'll never forget,
she added. Yeah, that meant
a lot to me. This opening
outing against Kovinic, a
27-year-old from
Montenegro ranked 80th,
became an event with a cap-
ital E. Spike Lee participat-

ed in the pre-match coin
toss. Former President Bill
Clinton was in the stands.
So were Mike Tyson and
Martina Navratilova, sit-
ting next to each other. And
sitting with Dad and
Grandma was Williams'
daughter, Olympia, who
turns 5 on Thursday, wear-
ing white beads in her hair
just like Mom did while
winning the U.S. Open for
the first time at age 17 back
in 1999. Williams is now 40,

and told the world three
weeks ago via an essay for
Vogue that she was ready to
concentrate on having a
second child and her ven-
ture capital firm. Asked
after her victory Monday
whether this will definitive-
ly be her final tournament,
Williams replied with a
knowing smile: Yeah, I've
been pretty vague about it,
right? Then she added: I'm
going to stay vague, be-
cause you never know.

Serena Williams not done yet;
wins 1st match at US Open

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Maharashtra recorded
the highest number of
cases in the country under
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) in 2021 at 3,67,218,
while Mumbai was placed
second among major met-
ropolitan cities in registra-
tion of criminal offences,
according to a National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) report.

According to the report,
at least 174 different types
of criminal offences were
registered under IPC sec-
tions every day in Mumbai,
which included 14 cases of
"violent crimes" in 2021.

Data from the New Delhi-
headquartered NCRB,
which is part of the Union
home ministry, showed a
rise of 27 per cent in crimi-
nal cases (63,689) in
Mumbai (during lockdown-

like restrictions) in 2021 as
against 50,158 in 2020 and
40,684 in 2019. Violent
crimes like murder, kidnap
and rape, and offences
against senior citizens,
women and children, too,
rose in the financial capital
last year, said the report.

Maharashtra also topped
in registration of cases re-
lated to "riots" across the
country. As many as 8,709
such offences (which in-
cluded 77 cases of commu-
nal riots, 86 political, 67
caste conflict, 355 agrarian,
197 linked to money, 1,259
land and property dispute,
304 family dispute) were
recorded in the state 
in 2021.

Maharashtra was fol-
lowed by Bihar (6,298),
Uttar Pradesh (5,302),
Karnataka (4,193), Tamil
Nadu (2,275), Haryana
(2,253) and Odisha 2,220, as

per the NCRB report.
The number of cases re-

ported and calculated is as
per population in lakhs. As
per the population rate cal-
culated per lakhs, Mumbai
was placed 11th in the
country in the total num-
ber of crimes among major
cities in 2021 - the city was
at the 15th spot in 2020.

The number of IPC
cases registered in
Maharashtra in 2021 was
3,67,218, the highest in the
country, but it was down
by 6.8 per cent from
3,94,017 in 2020, and the
western state was followed
by Uttar Pradesh (3,57,905),
said the report.

Mumbai ranked second
nationally when it comes
to crimes committed by ju-
veniles. The metropolis
recorded 611 crimes com-
mitted by minors, which
included several cases of

theft and assault, it said.
There were also cases of

voyeurism, sexual harass-
ment, kidnapping and
stalking where minors
were taken into custody by
police in the financial capi-
tal, said the report.

Looking at crime per-
centage, Mumbai stood
second with 63,689 cases in
2021. Delhi topped the list
both in terms of popula-
tion count and crime rate
with 2.89 lakh cases record-
ed during the period, the
data showed.

The report showed
though Mumbai was placed
second among major cities
as per the number of crime
cases reported, as per popu-
lation in lakhs, it was in the
11th sport. Maharashtra
cities of Nagpur and Pune
were placed sixth and 14th.
Last year, Mumbai record-
ed 7,820 cases of theft and

4,594 of hurt. Other major
offences recorded during
the period were
forgery/fraud/ cheating
(4,899), rash driving (2282),
kidnap/abduct (1590), sexu-
al harassment (401), death
by negligence (386), rape
364, rioting (303) and mur-
der (162), among others,
said the report.

Though the NCRB data
showed cyber offences rose
by 15.6 per cent in Mumbai
in 2021, several such cases
may have gone unreported
as many written com-
plaints were not converted
into a first information re-
port (FIR), according to ex-
perts. According to the re-
port, a total of 2,883 cases of
different types of cyber of-
fences were registered in
2021 in the financial capital
as against 2,433 in 2020 and
2,527 in pre-COVID-19 year
of 2019.

‘Modi has purified 
politics by freeing it from 

disease of dynasty’
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has puri-
fied Indian politics by mak-
ing it free from the "disease
of dynasty", senior BJP
leader and former Union
minister Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi said on Tuesday. In a
swipe at the Congress, he
also said Modi has brought
the politics out of a "family
cradle" by his commitment
to progress and prosperity
of poor.

After offering prayers at
Dargah Najaf-e-Hind in
Uttar Pradesh's
Najibabad, Naqvi said
Modi is destroying the
"termite of corruption,
communalism and
casteism" to make "Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha
Bharat". Modi's nationalis-

tic willpower has ensured
the country's safety, digni-
ty and self-reliance, he
said, adding that the prime
minister has always
played the role of a "trou-
bleshooter" by taking the
country out of several
calamities. Under the lead-
ership of Modi, "democrat-
ic decency" has defeated
"dynastic arrogance" He
also claimed that the
Congress has become a
"non-performing asset".

Centre to develop portal for
ease of living’ of pensioners

Amritsar, Aug 30 (PTI): 

The Centre is working to
develop an integrated por-
tal to enhance "ease of liv-
ing" of pensioners, said a
senior official in the de-
partment of pension under
the Union personnel min-
istry. V Srinivas, Secretary
of Department of Pension
and Pensioners' Welfare
(DoPPW), was speaking
after inaugurating a two-
day bankers' awareness
programme here.

Srinivas stressed on pro-
viding seamless experi-
ence to pensioners for
which the DoPPW is work-
ing on an Artificial
Intelligence/ Machine
Learning enabled integrat-
ed pensioners portal, a
statement issued by the
personnel ministry said.

The portal would link the
DoPPW's portal Bhavishya
and pension portals of vari-

ous banks, creation of chat
bot to ensure seamless in-
teraction between pension-
ers, government and
banker, it said. Srinivas
said the department is set-
ting up a technology team
for creating the above digi-
tal systems as the first de-
liverables in collaboration
with Punjab National Bank
(PNB) as well as with other
banks.

Utmost attention is to be
given on process and peo-
ple related grievances by
PNB, the statement said.
Use of fintech in much
larger way will enable
quality of life for pension-
ers, it said. To enhance
ease of living of pension-
ers and family pensioners,
DoPPW has taken a num-
ber of welfare measures in
pension policy as well as in
digitisation of pension re-
lated processes, the state-
ment said.

50 Dalit families 
driven out of village

Medininagar, Aug 30 (PTI): 

About 50 Dalit families
were allegedly driven out
of the village they were
living in for last four
decades by members of a
particular community in
Jharkhand's Palamu dis-
trict, police said on
Tuesday.

On receiving the infor-
mation, Sub-Divisional
Officer (SDO),
Medininagar, Rajesh
Kumar Sah and Sub-
Divisional Police Officer
(SDPO), Bishrampur,
Surjit Kumar rushed to
Tongri Pahadi area under
Pandu police station and
are camping there to
maintain law and order,

the police said. A criminal
case was lodged against a
dozen people by name and
150 unknown persons in
this regard, they said.

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) of Palamu, A Dode
told PTI that police have
been asked to apprehend
the culprits immediately.
The DC assured to rehabil-
itate all the 50 families in
the same village on a pri-
ority basis. The relief
agencies have been acti-
vated for the purpose,
Dode added.

The victims all be-
longed to "Mushar" caste
and were living in the vil-
lage for last four decades.
One of the victim
Jitendra Mushar said "we

were living in the village
for years together but sev-
eral people all residents of
Marumatu village,
forcibly drove us out of
the village on Monday.
They loaded our belong-
ings in vehicles and
dropped us in a nearby
jungle."

He alleged that they
were also assaulted and
prevented from approach-
ing police in this regard.
The SDPO said arrange-
ments were being made to
rehabilitate them in the
same place. The Block
Development Officer pro-
vided the victims dhoti,
saree and lungi while
arrangement for food was
being made, he said.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Preventing a citi-
zen from expressing a
bonfide opinion
against any bill or law
passed by Parliament
is violative of the
right to free speech
and principles of
democracy, Congress

leaders Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi have con-
tended before the Delhi
High Court while opposing
a plea for a hate speech FIR
against them in the
February 2020 riots here.

The Gandhis, in two sepa-
rate affidavits, submitted no
case was made out for the
court to issue direction for
registering an FIR against

them and there was no re-
quirement to order consti-
tution of a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
probe the matter. No inter-
ference and the case of is-
suance of direction to regis-
ter an FIR against Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
is not made out and no in-
terference is called for by
this court to pass any order.
The high court, while hear-
ing a batch of petitions re-
lated to the 2020 riots in
north-east Delhi, had on
July 13 allowed several
amendment applications
wanting to implead political
leaders, including Sonia
and Rahul Gandhi, as par-
ties to proceedings seeking
FIR and investigation

against them for allegedly
delivering hate speeches
leading to the communal
conflagration. On Monday, a
bench of Justices Siddharth
Mridul and Amit Sharma
listed the matter for further
hearing on September 27. In
their affidavits filed in re-
sponse to the petitions seek-
ing FIR, Gandhis said to
prevent a citizen from form-
ing, holding, expressing a
bonafide opinion in public
interest on a bill passed by
Parliament is not a reason-
able restriction and violates
the basic principles on
which our democracy is
founded. To prevent a citi-
zen from expressing a
bonafide opinion against
any bill or law passed by the

government and putting it
in the public domain to in-
form, generate a debate,
build public opinion for re-
forms/ change is violative
of our right to free speech,
the affidavits, filed through
advocate Tarannum
Cheema, said. It said,
"Moreover, the respondent
(Sonia Gandhi) as major
leader of the opposition is
bound by the fundamental
duty towards the citizens of
the country, to call out and
criticise the bills intro-
duced by the ruling govern-
ment which are detrimen-
tal to the rights of the citi-
zens. Hate speeches by po-
litical leaders during anti-
CAA protests were alleged
to have fuelled the riots.

The affidavits claimed the
array of respondents
showed the selective man-
ner in which they have
been picked and gives away
the larger conspiracy be-
hind the exercise and the
acts have fallen on inde-
pendent, non-conformist
sections and leaders of the
opposition parties.

Meanwhile, a series of
speeches made by the mem-
bers of the ruling party,
falling squarely within the
ambit of the sections under
which the present writ is
seeking action against the
respondents, have been
conveniently left out by the
petitioner, revealing the
coloured nature of the ex-
ercise, they said.

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI): 

The Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation Limited
(MMRCL) on Tuesday
began the trial run of the
Colaba-Bandra-SEEPZ
Metro line-3 at Sariput
Nagar in Aarey Colony
here. Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
and Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis inspected the
Metro train from inside
and flagged off the trial
run around 11 am. Shinde
said it will solve the prob-
lem of traffic jams.

Fadnavis termed the
starting of the Metro line-3
trial as a "historic mo-
ment". He said it will be the
"new lifeline of Mumbai"
and when the train will be
run on the entire 40 km
stretch, it will be a "spiritu-
al satisfaction" for citizens.
MMRCL Managing
Director Ashwini Bhide
was present on the occa-
sion. The Metro line 3,
which will be a 33.5 km un-

derground route, will con-
nect south Mumbai with
the western suburbs and is
expected to reduce the bur-
den on the suburban locals,

which are considered as
the city's lifeline.

The trial run marks an
important development in
the realisation of the

Metro track shrouded in
controversy over the con-
struction of its car shed.
Shinde said the
"Vighnaharta" (remover of
obstacles) has taken away
most of the troubles of the
state. Listing various bene-
fits of the Metro line-3 proj-
ect, like reducing the bur-
den on suburban locals,
cars on roads and bring
down pollution, he said the
Metro project has stopped
the "political pollution" as
well.

Fadnavis said the testing
of the Metro train on line-3
was successful and all its
obstacles have been re-
moved. "The previous gov-
ernment tried to shift the
car shed to Kanjurmarg.
Irrespective of shifting it
to Kanjurmarg, it was nec-
essary to create some infra-
structure here at Aarey, he
said. The opposition to the
Metro line-3 project (car
shed) was more political
than for environmental
reasons, he said.
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BJP workers eveade police barricades while staging a protest against the new excise policy, near CM Arvind
Kejriwals residence, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

PROTEST AGAINST EXCISE POLICY

Students wearing masks of Lord Ganesh demonstrate during plastic-free celebrations of Ganesh Chaturthi
festival at a school, in Chennai, Tuesday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Mumbai Metro line-3 trial begins

‘Preventing citizen from voicing opinion 
against law violates right to free speech’

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Sinde with Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis at the launch of the trial run of
Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation Limiteds (MMRCL) Colaba-
Bandra-SEEPZ Metro line-3, at Aarey Colony in Mumbai, Tuesday.
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‘BJP ‘using’ Hazare as CBI 
found nothing against Sisodia’

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal Tuesday
slammed the BJP following
Anna Hazare's letter to him
over the liquor policy, alleg-
ing it was "using" the social
activist since the CBI found
nothing in the probe involv-
ing his deputy Manish
Sisodia. He claimed the CBI
has given an "informal
clean chit" to the Delhi
deputy chief minister but
may arrest him within a
week or 10 days under polit-
ical pressure. Kejriwal also
claimed "people don't be-
lieve the BJP".

Hazare on Tuesday wrote
a letter to Kejriwal, slam-
ming his government's
Excise Policy 2021-22 and
said it seems the Delhi chief

minister has "sunk into the
addiction of power." He also
said it seems the new policy
will encourage liquor sales
and consumption and spur
corruption. Last month,
Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena recommended a
CBI probe into the alleged
irregularities in the imple-
mentation of Delhi's Excise
Policy 2021-22. Immediately

after that, the Delhi govern-
ment repealed the new poli-
cy. Kejriwal said the BJP
termed him a "terrorist"
during the Punjab
Assembly elections and
"when no one believed them
they brought in Kumar
Viswas".

"Now they are using
Anna Hazare to target my
government," he alleged.
The CBI raided Sisodia's
residence and checked his
bank locker but found noth-
ing incriminating, he said.
"Sisodia has been informal-
ly given a clean chit by the
CBI but will be arrested in a
week or 10 days under polit-
ical pressure. They (BJP)
are using Anna Hazare as
people don't believe in their
liquor scam charge,"
Kejriwal said.

Arvind Kejriwal

‘Maha tops in IPC crimes in 2021, UP at second spot’



Stranded 
SSaahhaarraannppuurr:: A sudden
gush of water due to
heavy rain in the Shivalik
hills left many devotees
stranded for sometime
near Maa Shakambari Devi
temple here and several
parked vehicles partially
submerged, an official said
on Tuesday. On getting
information about the
flooding on Monday, the
district authorities brought
the pilgrims to a safer
place and also towed the
vehicles to safety.

Arrested
MMuummbbaaii:: The Mumbai
police on Tuesday arrest-
ed a 35-year-old man for
allegedly operating a call
centre providing sex chat
services and rescued 17
women from the premis-
es in the western suburb
of Malad, an official said.
Based on a tip-off, the
police raided the call cen-
tre of Sea Link Media and
Entertainment in
Kaanchpada locality on
Monday and rescued the
women, the official from
the crime branch said.

Acquitted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here
has acquitted a man
accused of stabbing a
woman, saying there was
no incriminating evidence
against him and as police
officials are only interested
in the success of their
story, their uncorroborated
testimonies cannot be
believed. According to the
prosecution, the accused
was in love with the
woman and allegedly
stabbed her for meeting or
roaming with other men.

Encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An unidentified
militant was killed on
Tuesday in an encounter
with security forces in
Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir,
police said. Security
forces launched a cordon
and search operation in
Nagbal area of Shopian
following information
about the presence of
militants there, they said.

Graft charge
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: The anti cor-
ruption vigilance sleuths
Tuesday apprehended a
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) rank officer on
graft charge in Odisha's
Dhenkanal district, official
sources said. Abhinav
Dalua, DSP in-charge, Sadar
Police Station in Dhenkanal
district was caught red
handed while demanding
and accepting bribe of Rs
30,000 from a coal trans-
porter to facilitate his trans-
portation business, an offi-
cial release said.
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Lion cubs born to Lioness
Vasudha inside an enclosure

at Sarthana Zoo in Surat,
Tuesday.
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Raipur, Aug 30 (PTI): 

The MLAs of the ruling
UPA coalition in
Jharkhand on Tuesday ar-
rived in Raipur by a char-
tered flight to thwart the
BJP's alleged poaching at-
tempt amid the ongoing
political crisis in their
state.

The flight carrying
about 40 MLAs took off
from the Ranchi airport
shortly after 4.30 pm and
arrived at Swami
Vivekananda Airport in
Raipur, the capital of the
C o n g r e s s - r u l e d
Chhattisgarh, around 5:30
pm. Three buses took
them to Mayfair Lake re-
sort in Nava Raipur, said a
local Congress leader.

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
did not accompany them,
he added. The buses carry-
ing the Jharkhand MLAs
were escorted by pilot ve-
hicles on the way to the re-
sort, located around 10 km
from the airport. Security

was tightened around the
resort and mediapersons
were not allowed inside.

News channels showed
a convoy of vehicles of
VIPs and police entering
the resort ahead of the ar-
rival of the Jharkhand
MLAs. Some senior state
Congress leaders too were
reported to have reached
there to welcome the
MLAs.

The leader did not con-
firm the number of MLAs
who reached here but said
Jharkhand Chief Minister

Hemant Soren was not ac-
companying them. The
ruling coalition has 49
MLAs in 81-member
Assembly. Soren's JMM
believes that the BJP may
make a serious attempt to
poach MLAs from it and
the Congress in a bid to
topple the government.

Sources said  Soren's
party, the JMM
(Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha), believes the BJP
may take advantage of the
crisis and make an at-
tempt to poach MLAs of

the ruling coalition to split
and overturn the elected
government, as happened
in several states including
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and Karnataka.

This afternoon, the
MLAs left Mr Soren's resi-
dence in two buses and
moved to the Ranchi air-
port, where a chartered
flight was on standby.

Video footage from the air-
port showed Mr Soren
there too to see them off.

"This is not a surprising
move. It happens in poli-
tics. We are ready to face
any situation," Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
was quoted as saying by
news agency Press Trust
of India after he emerged
from the airport.

Jammu, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Eight people, including
a 16-year-old girl, were
killed and three others
sustained serious injuries
when the car in which
they were travelling skid-
ded off the road and
plunged into a 300-feet
gorge in Kishtwar district
of Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday, officials said.

The vehicle was on its
way from Chingam to
Chatroo and the accident
occurred around 3.15 pm
near Bonda village. All the
passengers who died be-
longed to Bonda village, of-
ficials said.

They said, rescue teams,
comprising police, and
Rashtriya Rifles personnel
and local villagers, carried
out the rescue operation.

Five people were found
dead on the spot and three
others succumbed to in-
juries while being taken to
a hospital, officials said,
adding three more injured
were hospitalised in a crit-
ical condition.

Senior Superintendent
of Police, Kishtwar,
Shafqat Bhat reached the
scene of the accident im-
mediately after hearing
the news and was seen su-
pervising the rescue oper-
ation, officials said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Bashir Ahmad
(35), his brother Nazir
Ahmad (25), Mohammad
Akbar (28), his brother
Fareed (25), Nusrat Banoo
(16), Fareed Hussain (25),
Shareef (25) and Noor
Hussain (35).

The injured - Khatoon
Begum (45), Akhter
Hussain (30) and Manzoor
Ahmad (25) are undergo-
ing treatment at the gov-
ernment hospital, they
said.

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh termed the accident
as unfortunate and said all
possible help, as required,
will be provided."

Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha expressed grief
over the loss of lives and
directed the district ad-
ministration to ensure
best possible treatment to
the injured.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The Supreme
Court Tuesday re-

fused to grant permis-
sion for Ganesh
Chaturthi celebrations
at Idgah Maidan in
Bengaluru and ordered
status quo on land by
both parties.

A three-judge bench
headed by Justice Indira
Banerjee asked the par-
ties to approach the
Karnataka High Court
for the resolution of the
dispute.

"The issues raised in
the Special Leave
Petition may be agitated
by both parties before

the High Court. In the
meanwhile, the status

quo as of today will be
maintained by both

sides. SLP is disposed
of," the bench also com-
prising Justices Abhay S
Oka and M M Sundresh
said.

The top court was
hearing an appeal filed
by the Karnataka Waqf
Board challenging the
order of the High Court.

A division bench of
the Karnataka High
Court on August 26 per-
mitted the state govern-
ment to consider and
pass appropriate orders
on the applications re-
ceived by the Deputy
Commissioner of
Bengaluru (Urban) seek-
ing the use of Idgah
Maidan at Chamarajpet.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):  

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday exercised its ex-
traordinary power under
Article 142 of the
Constitution in approving
the resolution plan to miti-
gate the woes of debenture
holders of Reliance
Commercial Finance
Limited (RCFL), which
committed the first default
under the Debenture Trust

Deeds in March 2019. A
bench comprising Justices
D Y Chandrachud, Surya
Kant, and A S Bopanna
took note of the facts and
circumstances of the case
and said, this Court can,
having regard to Article
142 of the Constitution of
India, stipulate suitable di-
rections to mitigate the po-
tential denial of rights.

The top court was to de-
cide the question of
whether the debenture
holders and other parties
in the present case were re-
quired to follow the proce-
dure under the SEBI

Circular.It held that the
SEBI Circular on the vot-
ing pattern for approving
the resolution plan was
valid and has retroactive
application .

However, it used its ex-
traordinary power to ap-
prove the resolution plan
which was arrived at with-
out following the SEBI cir-
cular and said, We would
like to reiterate that this
Court is issuing the direc-
tions to mould the relief
under Article 142 in view
of the peculiar facts and
circumstances of the pres-
ent case... .

Dehradun, Aug 30 (PTI): 

More than 30 people, in-
cluding an SDM and a DSP,
were hospitalised on
Tuesday after they took ill
following a chlorine gas
leak from a cylinder at a
scrap godown in a busy resi-
dential area in
Uttarakhand's Udham
Singh Nagar district.

The SDM and DSP had
gone to the spot to launch
rescue operations, police
said, adding that so far 34
people have been hospital-
ized after they complained
of burning sensation in
eyes, nausea and difficulty
in breathing.

Some of the victims had
even begun to faint, they
said. The mishap took place

early in the morning in the
busy Azad Nagar Transit
Camp area of Rudrapur.
People began to faint and
scamper about in panic as
the toxic gas began to leak,
officials said. Senior admin-
istrative and police officials
with fire tenders, ambu-
lances and an SDRF team
rushed to the spot and
launched rescue operations.

The affected people were
laid inside the ambulances
and administered oxygen,
the officials said. While try-
ing to move the leaking
cylinder away, SDM
Kaustubh Mishra and DSP
Ashish Bhardwaj also fell
ill, they said, adding some
firemen also started feeling
dizzy and began to vomit.

The leaking cylinder was
later thrown into an open
field and disposed of to pre-
vent the situation from
going worse, police said.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Delhi is the most unsafe
for senior citizens among all
metropolitan cities in India
accounting for over 27 per
cent of total crimes commit-
ted against people aged 60
years and above in these
cities, according to the latest
NCRB data.

Moreover, the national
capital has also witnessed a
28.69 per cent surge in crime
against senior citizens in
2021 as compared to the pre-
vious year with 1,166 cases
registered by the police, the
data of the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB)
showed. In 2020, 906 crimes
against senior citizens were
reported in the national cap-

ital. The charge sheet rate in
cases involving such people
is also quite low in Delhi at
31.5 per cent. After Delhi,
Mumbai also reported a
high number of crimes
against senior citizens (987).
As many as 4,264 cases of
various crimes against sen-
ior citizens were reported in
19 metropolitan cities in
2021. Among the crimes
against senior citizens, theft
is the most common with
659 cases reported in Delhi
in 2021, followed by cheating
and fraud (153). In 2021,
Delhi Police investigated
2,318 cases of crimes against
senior citizens, out of which
1,152 were pending investi-
gation from the previous
year, NCRB data shows.

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 30 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Tuesday claimed that the
grouping of the G-23 "never
existed" in the party and
blamed the media for "per-
petuating this mythology."

Days after Ghulam Nabi
Azad, who led the group of
dissidents quit the
Congress, AICC general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
claimed that G-23 was a cre-
ation of the media and ac-
cused it of "perpetuating"
the "mythology" of such a
grouping.

"G-23 is a figment of your
imagination. Where is the
G-23 now? It never existed.
Why you are going on per-
petuating this mythology
of G-23," Ramesh said, re-
acting to a query on the
possibility of participation

of the leaders of dissident
group in the party's upcom-
ing mega organisational
programme Bharat Jodo
yatra led by Rahul Gandhi.

During his interaction
with media along with
party's senior leader
Digvijaya Singh and AICC

general secretary Tariq
Anwar and attended by
Kerala leaders including
Shashi Tharoor, Ramesh
said, "There is no G-23.
There is only a G-Congress
(an apparent reference to
the Gandhian Congress)."

Singh also lashed out at

the leaders who quit the
Congress over their alleged
differences with the leader-
ship, saying they walked
out of the party not be-
cause of the ideological is-
sues.

"Tell me one statement
of the person you are men-
tioning...Has he given any
statement against the RSS
or the BJP or Mr Modi or
the functioning of the BJP
government? What kind of
politics is this,? Singh said
when asked about the res-
ignation of Azad from the
party. The senior party
leaders' statement as-
sumes significance in
wake of the speculation
that the dissident G-23
group may field candi-
dates for the Congress
presidential polls in
October this year.

Prayagraj (UP), Aug 30 (PTI): 

The Allahabad High
Court on Tuesday extended
the interim stay till
September 30 on a Varanasi
court order directing the
Archaeological Survey of
India to conduct a physical
survey at the Kashi
Vishwanath temple-
Gyanvapi mosque complex
and further proceedings in
this case.

The high court observed
that the counter-affidavit
filed by the Director
General of the
Archeological Survey of
India (ASI) is "very sketchy"
and directed the official to

file a personal affidavit in
ten days as the "matter is of
national importance".

The petitioner, Anjuman
Intezamia Masazid of
Varanasi, had challenged
the maintainability of the
original suit filed in 1991 in
the Varanasi district court.

The high court on
September 9, 2021, stayed
the Varanasi court's order
dated April 8, 2021.

After a request by the
counsel for the petitioner,
Justice Prakash Padia on
Tuesday granted 10 days to
file a supplementary rejoin-
der affidavit and fixed
September 12, 2022 as the
next date of hearing in the
case. Counsel for respon-
dent Ajay Kumar Singh ar-
gued that "from the reading
of Section 3 of of the Places

of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991, it is
clear that it relates to the
prohibition of conversion of
a place of worship and the
plaintiff does not seek the
conversion of the place".

He argued that the reli-
gious character of the place
in dispute is of a "temple
that is in existence from an-
cient times till today, and
therefore, for better adjudi-
cation of the application,
evidence should be led".

The high court said, "In
so far the respondent
No.7/Union of India,
Ministry of Culture
through Director General,
Archeological Survey of
India-New Delhi, is con-
cerned, nobody is present
when the matter is taken
up."

POACHING FEARS

J’khand UPA MLAs flown to Raipur
̈ Moved to resort

UPA MLAs after arrival at Swami Vivekananda Airport
boarding buses for a resort here.

The ruling coalition has 49 MLAs in the 81-member Assembly.
The JMM, the largest party, has 30 MLAs, the Congress 18 leg-
islators, and Tejashwi Yadav's Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) one.
The main opposition BJP has 26 MLAs. Minister Mithilesh
Thakur had claimed that the ruling coalition has "50 MLAs
(including the Speaker, which can go up to 56" while asserting
that they had learnt "resort politics" from the BJP.

This is for the third time in the last one-and-a-half years that
MLAs of Congress and its allies have been shifted to Raipur
amid fears of poaching by the BJP. In June, fearing cross-voting
in Rajya Sabha election, the main opposition Congress in
Haryana had shifted its MLAs to Raipur to protect them from
alleged poaching bid. Candidates of the Bodoland Peoples Front
(BPF), a member of the Congress-led grand alliance during the
last year's Assam Assembly polls, were brought to Raipur in
April 2021 ahead of counting of votes.

Party position in Assly

Third time in one-and-a-half years
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G ‘No Ganesh fest at Bengaluru Idgah ground’

District Special Weapons and Tactics (D-SWAT) team deployed at the
disputed Idgah Maidan, at Chamrajpet area in Bengaluru, Tuesday.

FESTIVE RUSH

A crowd of people throng Dadar market to shop ahead of Ganapati festival in Mumbai, Tuesday.

MATTER OF CONCERN

‘Delhi most unsafe
for senior citizens’

Chlorine gas leak in Rudrapur
̈ SDM, DSP among

34 hospitalised

Kashi Vishwanath-Gyanvapi Case

HC extends stay on survey at disputed site
̈ Says affidavit by

ASI DG is sketchy

G-23 never existed, claims Cong

JJaammmmuu:: The spate of resignations in the Jammu and Kashmir
Congress continued unabated with 64 more leaders including a
former deputy chief minister tendering their resignation and
joining the Ghulam Nabi Azad camp on Tuesday, leaving the unit
of the national party in the Union Territory in tatters. Led by for-
mer deputy chief minister Tara Chand, the leaders in their joint
resignation letter to Congress president Sonia Gandhi said "all
of us had a very long association with the party spanning over
decades...but unfortunately we found that the treatment meted
out to us was humiliating." Putting up a brave face, Jammu and
Kashmir Pradesh Congress Committee president Vikar Rasool
Wani, once a close ally of Azad, lashed out at the defectors and
said only cowards run away during difficult times.

64 Cong leaders resign in support of Azad

SC comes to rescue of
debenture holders of firm
̈ Exercises special

power, approves
resolution plan 

Eight killed as car
falls into gorge

̈ In J&K’s Kishtwar

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  3300:: The 50th
General Body Meeting of BSP
Ex-Officers' Association was
held on Monday at Pragati
Bhavan (OA Bldg), presided
over by Saroj Ranjan Das,
President of BSP Ex-OA.
Narendra Banchhor, President
BSP OA & Chairman SEFI at-
tended & addressed the meet-
ing. Ex-OA office bearers Dilip
Verma, RB Gupta, JB Patil and
many senior retired officers
(about 100) attended the
meeting.

Ex-OA President SR Das
gave feedback on recent de-
velopments on important is-
sues such as latest status of
Pension, Gratuity, EPS 95
Pension, 11 months' perks ar-
rears, SAIL Mediclaim Scheme

2022-23 etc. Hearing of the 67
cases of EPS 95 Pension has
completed before the 3 judge
bench of the Supreme Court of
India on August 11 and the
judgement is awaited. A group
of 40 retired officers of SAIL
have filed a case in the Delhi
High Court for making the re-
vised Gratuity in SAIL effective
from January 01, 2017, as per
the 3rd PRC recommenda-
tions, which has been imple-
mented in almost all other
PSUs. Its hearing was on
August 25 & the next date of
hearing is fixed on March 15,
2023. The case regarding pay-
ment of 11 month's perks is
still pending in the Kolkata
High Court. He added that re-
quest has been made with
SEFI Chairman to kindly take
up the issue of increasing the

IPD amount of SAIL Mediclaim
Scheme from the present Rs 8
lakh to Rs10 lakh (for both)
from the next year. 

The house unanimously
passed a resolution profusely
thanking the Chairman, SAIL
for the generosity shown by
her in raising the OPD ceiling
in various age categories, the
IPD ceiling to Rs 8 lakh in the

SAIL Mediclaim Scheme and
stopping recovery of OPD/IPD
cost from Mediclaim for the
services offered in SAIL
Hospitals, making premium
free for those above 80 years
of age.

It was decided to again take
up the issue of pension or fi-
nancial assistance to the exec-
utives who retired prior to

January 01, 2007.
Yuvraj Khemka, Head of

Administration of Shree
Narayana Hospital, Raipur ad-
dressed the meeting giving de-
tails of the best treatment fa-
cilities in the Hospital, espe-
cially Orthopaedic treatments
including joint replacements &
Trauma care for which it is fa-
mous in Chhattisgarh.

It was decided to hold a
medical camp of Shree
Narayana Hospital on
September 06, 2022 at OA
Building. In-charge officer of
the Bhilai unit of TPA, MD India
Mohammad Hussain spoke on
the features of the SAIL
Mediclaim Scheme: 22-23 &
clarified the common doubts
of members on the SAIL
Mediclaim Scheme.

OA President & SEFI
Chairman Banchhor spoke in
detail about the various impor-
tant issues such as 11 months'
perks arrears, revised Gratuity,
Pay Revision arrears, efforts to
be made for revision in SAIL
Mediclaim scheme etc.  Ex-OA
General Secretary Dilip Verma
conducted the proceedings &
Vice President Ram Babu
Gupta proposed vote of thanks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: The offi-
cers / personnel of Durg
Police will be able to get a
leave on their birthday.
Further, they will also
celebrate the birthday
with their colleagues.

Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Dr
Abhishek Pallava has di-
rected to celebrate the
birthdays of all the offi-
cers and personnel post-
ed in the Police
Department and to give
them a holiday on their
birthdays so that they
can celebrate their
birthdays with their
families.

On the occasion of the
birthday of Inspector
Chandrakant Kosaria
and Constable Deepak
Sharma posted in traffic
police in Nehru Nagar,
SP Dr Pallava attended

the function. Their birth-

day was celebrated by
cutting cakes.

SP gifted them birth-
day cards as well as a
sapling and sweets. On
this occasion, all the
gazetted officers posted
in the police department
were also present and
wished their subordinate
officers/employees a
very happy birthday.

BMS celebrates Environment Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30:
Highlighting the impor-
tance of environmental
protection to bring public
awareness, Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh celebrates
August 28 as Environment
Day across the country. On
this day, BMS office bear-
ers conducted tree planta-
tions in every district of
the country. They also took
out an awareness rally re-
garding environmental
protection, pollution con-
trol, ban on plastic and
saving trees. On this occa-
sion, Mango, Neem, Peepal
and other fruit-bearing
plants were planted in the
Civic Center area of Bhilai
Nagar by the BMS ac-
tivists led by District
Secretary Anjani Kumar
Dwivedi. He said that all
living beings on earth can-
not live without oxygen

and we get this oxygen
from pure and clean air.
We get this pure air
through trees, so it is very
important for all of us to
plant more and more trees
so that we and our coming
generations can get a
clean environment.
District Secretary Anjani
Kumar Dwivedi, Shankar
Agarwal, Rajesh Sharma,
Devnath, Harat and Durg
district in-charge SM
Pandey, Bhilai Ispat
Mazdoor Sangh President
Indramani Mishra and
others were present.

Karm Shiromani awards
given in T & D department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: Karm
Shiromani awards for
August 2022 were given
away in Transport and
Diesel department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant for
exemplary work by em-
ployees. Gopinath Mallik,
GM I/c (Traffic) was the
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. Shiv Prakash
Upadhyay from Signalling
section and S Papa Rao
from Traffic section were
felicitated on the occasion.
All General Managers of T
& D department and
Senior officers were pres-
ent during the pro-
gramme.

Gopinath Mallik con-
gratulated the Karm
Shiromani awardees for

their contribution to the
department. He also gave
credit to their spouses for
their superior perform-
ance. The awardees shared
their experiences during
the programme.

MD Reddy, SM (Pers)
compered the programme.
COVID protocols of Social
distancing were followed

during the award distribu-
tion ceremony. Employees
are shortlisted for this
award for innovations, bet-
ter resource utilisation,
following Safety standards
etc at the workplace. A cer-
tificate, momento, letter of
appreciation and a sweet
packet was given to Karm
Shiromani awardees.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  3300:: In a major devel-
opment adding one more feath-
er in the glory of SAIL, Bhilai
Steel Plant, National
Accreditation Board for testing
and calibration laboratories has
granted NABL accreditation to
product testing laboratories of
SAIL, Bhilai Steel Plant, in the
stream of chemical & mechani-
cal testing.

In a formal ceremony organ-
ised in R&C laboratory confer-
ence hall on August 29, Director
In-Charge, Bhilai Steel Plant
Anirban Dasgupta and
Executive Director (Works)
Anjani Kumar, graced the occa-
sion to celebrate the success

and expressed their satisfaction
on the achievement and praised
the efforts put in by R&C lab
team lead by Sandip Kumar
Kar, CGM (Quality & SMS-3),
for achieving this success with-
out engaging any external con-
sultants.  With the NABL ac-
creditation of product testing
laboratories, Bhilai Steel Plant
now stands among the few inte-
grated steel plants in India hav-
ing NABL accredited in-house
testing labs. This will not only
enhance business prospects of
Bhilai Steel Plant but will also
enhance the customer confi-
dence and satisfaction. NABL
Accreditation is recognition of a
laboratory for its high level of
transparency and compliance to

ISO/IEC 17025: 2017 laboratory
standard. Credit for this
achievement goes to the team
of R&C lab staff under the lead-
ership of Sandip Kumar Kar,
Chief General Manager (Quality
& SMS-3) constituting of the
following members: Alok Goel
(Quality Manager-NABL), R
Sudhir (Section I/C - MTL-II),
Sathya Devi (Section I/C -CCL &
Metallography), Vinita Verma
(Technical Manager- MTL-II),
Anita Tirkey (Technical
Manager -CCL &
Metallography), Richa Awasthi
(Key Driver- NABL), AV Manoj,
SSRC Murthy, Suraiya S Kader,
Pawan Kumar, Jahid Khan, D
Swetha, CP  Pradeep, Leena
Warathe and Mohan Verma.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava led the
traffic police to check the
vehicles at Nehru Nagar
Square and took action
against the violators. He
took plenary action
under the Motor Vehicle
Act against two drivers.

The driver of vehicle
number MH 02 HB 8842 -
Sagar Patel (26) was
found driving the vehicle
without wearing a seat
belt. A fine of ? 500 was
recovered from him
under section 194B of
the Motor Vehicle Act.
Narendra Diwan (24)
was riding his Enfield
Bullet no CG 07AZ 6046
with a modified silencer.
A fine of ? 2000 was re-
covered from him under
section 190 (2) and the
modified silencer was
seized by the police.

During the special
drive, more than 300 vehi-

cles were checked.
Action was taken against
211 drivers for violations
including bikes with two
pillion riders, without
helmet, without seat belt,
modified bike silencer,
drink and drive, etc.

Along with taking ple-
nary action during vehi-
cle checking, SP hon-
oured the drivers / rid-
ers who were found
obeying the traffic rules.

SP honoured them with
a mug having the logo of
Durg Police as well as
mementos.

During the special
checking drive, the vehi-
cles were checked by all
the gazetted officers of
the district police includ-
ing Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv, Additional
Superintendent of
Police (City); Anant
Sahu, Additional

Superintendent of
Police (Rural), Vishwas
Chandrakar, Additional
Superintendent of
Police (Traffic ); Meeta
Pawar, Additional
Superintendent of
Police (ICUAW);
Abhishek Jha (CSP
Durg), Nassar Siddiqui
(CSP Bhilai Nagar),
Kaushalendra Patel
(CSP Chhawani), Gurjit
Singh, Deputy

Superintendent of
Police (Traffic); Sanjay
Pundhir (SDOP,
Dhamdha); Nilesh
Dwivedi (Deputy
Superintendent of
Police, Police Line),
Ramesh Kumar
Chandra (Reserve
Inspector, Police Line),
Anish Sarathi (Reserve
Inspector Traffic) and
Inspector Durgesh
Sharma (SHO, Supela).

Vendors fined for selling
Plaster of Paris idols 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: Bhilai
M u n i c i p a l
Corporation's flying
squad team inspected
the spots where idols of
Shri Ganesha are being
sold in major markets of
the city. They checked
the vendors selling
Ganesh idols at Supela
Chowk, Power House
and Raipur Naka.

They instructed the
vendors not to obstruct

the roads, not using the
banned plastic carry
bags, etc. They also
checked the expiry dates
of the packed foods
being sold at eateries in
Power House Market.

Plaster of Paris idols
harm the environment
as they are not easily
soluble in water. The
team inspected the
vends of KN Mohan
Rao, Jeetu Art, Raju
Yadav, Rakesh Gupta,
Rahul Gupta, Meena

Devi, Ramapal,
Dharamveer Sharma,
Rajkishore, Rajkumar
Vishwakarma, Krishna
Pal and others and
found that the idols
were made of clay.

The team informed
them for not selling the
Plaster of Paris idols.
During the inspection in
Supela, an idol made of
plaster of Paris was
kept for sale in Amit
Lal's shop.

BMC team imposed a

fine of Rs 300 on the
shopkeeper. The team
fined Rs 500 from Manju
and Rs 200 from Magar
Rao in Supela. It needs
to be mentioned here
that Municipal
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar has given
instructions to the offi-
cers to inspect the mar-
kets and check whether
idols made of plaster of
Paris are being sold.

In this sequel, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation

squad inspected the
areas where the idols
were kept for sale.
Sanitation inspectors
Anjani Singh and
Virendra Banjare were
present. Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
appealed to the common
citizens to purchase the
idols made of clay only
and avoid purchasing
the PoP idols which are
lighter in weight but are
very harmful for the en-
vironment.

Equipments to be distributed
among divyangs and elderly

on PM’s birthday 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 30: On the oc-
casion of the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
birthday, various equip-
ment and other necessary
items will be distributed
among the divyangs and
elderly people. This event
is being organised by Rajya
Sabha member Saroj
Pandey on the occasion of
PM Narendra Modi's birth-
day on September 17. Prior
to this, a day-long medical
examination and registra-
tion camp has been organ-
ized at Swami
Vivekananda Auditorium
in Padmanabhapur, Durg
on September 01
(Thursday). Under this pro-
gramme, free distribution
of items / equipment will
be done on September 17
for the disabled and elderly
people of the city after
checking their health relat-
ed needs.

To get the free equip-
ment, the person con-
cerned has to visit the
camp on September 01
with his Aadhar card copy
(and if there is any other
medical certificate). The
doctors will examine the
visitors and recommend
various equipment / items
as per their need.
Thereafter, all the selected
registered beneficiaries
will get the equipment /
items on September 17.

MP Saroj Pandey has
urged all the denizens to
participate in this sacred
work of human service. If
you find any needy person
in your area who is trou-
bled by health problems,
please inform and motivate
them to visit the check up
camp, she added. Elderly,
Divyang people, blind and
deaf will get the necessary
equipment.

Equipments to be provid-
ed in the camp include
Tricycle (Manual and
Battery Operated);
Wheelchair; Commode
Chair; Stick with sensors
(For the Blind); Walker;
Crutches; Foot Care Kit for
Diabetes Patients (Sandal);
Cervical Neck; Knee,
Ankle and Hip Supporters
and Straps; Hearing aids;
Tab & MSID Kit for
Retarded Children;
Children's Rollator; Cell
Phones to Leprosy pa-
tients; Eyeglasses, etc.
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Free check-up and registration camp on Sep 01

Saroj Pandey

NABL accreditation awarded to Product
Testing Laboratories of Bhilai Steel Plant

SP checks vehicles; takes action against violators 

Cops to get a leave on birthday 

GBM of BSP Ex-OA discusses various important issues
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Sports tournament held at Pt JNMMC 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 30: Four
days sports competition
was organised from 26th
August to 30th August at
Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College
Raipur on the occasion of
National Sports Day. The
sports competition was in-
augurated in presence of
Dean Dr Tripti Nagaria,
Dr Manik Chatterjee, for-
mer Head of Department
of Anatomy and Prof Dr
Sandeep Chandrakar.

Singles, doubles and
mixed doubles badminton
and table tennis events
were held in boys and girls
category. Prizes were dis-
tributed at the hands of
Prof PK Khodiyar

Department of
Biochemistry, Prof.
Santosh Sonkar
Department of Surgery,
Prof. Sandeep
Chandrakar Department
of Surgery, Prof. Dr. Vivek
Patre Radio Diagnosis
Department, Dr.
Debapriya Rath of
B i o c h e m i s t r y
Department.

In table tennis boys sin-
gles Manish Sahu
emerged winner whereas
Nirakar Patel stood run-
ner up and Nityanand
Patel second runner up. In
table tennis girls singles
Minakshi Bhai bagged
winners title while runner
up title was won by Rose
Singh. Ritika Tirky
bagged second runner up
title in this category.

A pair of Jayant Patel
and Manish Sahu won

table tennis boys doubles
whereas Nityanand Patel
and Nirakar Patel won
runners up title and Vivek
Sahu and Neelkanth Patel
got the title of second run-
ner up. In Table tennis
girls doubles winners title
was won by a pair of
Ritika Tirky and Lenila
Nagesh while Minakshi
Bhai and Rashmi Kiran
won runner-up title and
Akansha Paikar and
Madhu Kiran Sahu won
second runner-up titles.

The entire competition
was completed under the
guidance of Sports Officer
Dr Sudhir Rajpal with the
cooperation of senior stu-
dents Gaurav Dhruv,
Balbir Singh, Abhishek
Tyagi, Abhishek Gujrathi,
Ayush Patel, Nityanand,
Neelkanth Patel and all
senior students.

Imon, Pakhi into quarters of All India Tennis Series

Raipur, Aug 30: Imon
Bhatt defeated Darsh
Agrawal from Telangana
with the score of 6-1, 6-1
to advance into quarter
finals of the All India
Tennis Tournament
Championship Series
Under 18 being organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh State

Tennis Association
(CSTA) here on
Tuesday.

Similarly, Mankirat
Singh defeated
Satyakam Mishra,
Parth Daulkar defeated
Tavish, Shubham
Sarangi defeated
Achintya, Padyuman
Singh Tomar defeated

Khirman Tandi,
Kamlesh Rath defeated
Abhinav Singh, Atharva
Raj Balani and Rohin
Premchandani also won
their matches to enter
into quarters of boys cat-
egory.

In the girls category,
matches, Pakhi Bhatt de-

feated top rank player
Tohipka Gangbeur from
Andhra Pradesh with the
score of 6-3, 6-3 to create
an upset in the tourna-
ment. Similarly, Prisha
Das, Ananya Dubey,
Avantika Gutgutiya won
their matches to advance
ahead in the tournament.

Traffic to be made one-way at many places

Raipur, Aug 30:
In view of the traffic jam
due to Ganeshotsav and
other festivals, the capital
police has chalked out a
major plan to handle traf-
fic congestion. The Traffic
department has decided to
declare many roads one-
way from Aug 31 onwards.
It is notable here that with
no public programmes or
celebrations of
Ganeshotsav during
Corona pandemic, people
are now equally more anx-
ious to celebrate it with
double the enthusiasm

this year and due to which
large size statues and ‘pan-
dals’ have been erected in
city, with huge decoration
covering entire road. This
has reduced the size of the
motorable road and with
number of vehicles in-
creasing each day, it is
going to be tough for peo-
ple to manage in the com-
ing ten days.

So in order to handle
such traffic jams and con-
gestion on main roads, the
Traffic Police department
has issued guidelines to
manage the traffic, spe-
cially during the evening
hours. In case of traffic
jams in the night, the traf-
fic police will be keeping
an eye through CCTVs
and using ITMS system

and there are plans to
reach at that site within 10
minutes.

The traffic police has
also directed to appointed
volunteers in the
Ganesha’s pandal and they
will also look after move-
ment of traffic and ensure
its smooth movement.
There are reports that the
three main roads in city
viz. KK Road, MG Road
and Kankalipara road has
been declared as one-way
from Aug 31 onwards. The
traffic here will be divert-
ed to other routes from one
side. Meanwhile depend-
ing upon the number of
stalls erected for
Ganeshotsav at different p
laces, the police is making
necessary arrangements
to handle traffic, specially
during peak period.

Two accused nabbed
involved in looting mobiles

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  3300::  The police has
arrested two accused involved in
looting incident riding in a Activa
vehicle and the police has seized
total five stolen mobile phones
and one Activa vehicle from their
possession used in the crime.

As per reports, twenty days
back, at around 8-9 pm the com-
plainant Roshan Sahu was coming
back from night shift in his cycle.
It was here near Bhawani
Moulder’s company that two per-
sons on Activa came from behind
and looted him of his mobile
phone and ran away. It was on his

complaint, a case was lodged
under section 392 of IPC in Urla
Police thana and matter was
taken under investigation. 

The Urla police held talks with
the complainant taking all details
and looks of the accused and then
started the search. As per details,
the two accused were nabbed
along with total five stolen mobile
including the one that of the com-
plainant. The two accused are-
Monu alias Durgesh Yadu, S/o
Raju Yadu (20) R/o Heerapur and
Takeshwar Nishad S/o Chandra
Kumar Nishad (21), R/o Gram
Kara, Thana Urla Raipur. The
Activa vehicle bearing no. CG 04
NL 1033 was also seized which the
two were using in looting. A case
under section 41 was filed against
the two and both were sent to
judicial custody.

Two arrested on availing Input Tax
Credit through fake documents

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 30:
P r i n c i p a l
Commissioner Central
Goods & Services Tax
Raipur (GST) has ar-
rested two Businessmen
from Raipur on the
charges of availing
Input Tax credit
through fake bills worth
nearly Rs 6 crore. After
arresting, both of them
have been sent to jail.

According to a press

release issued here, the
GST team investigation
found that Manoj
Kumar Valecha and
Sparsh Soni had been
involved in series of
fake firms to prepare
fake bills to avail Input
Tax credit. On receiving
complaint, the GST
team had conducted in-
spection at various
firms including M/s
Radhe Constructions,
M/s Ayaz Khan, M/s
Mantu Kaji, M/s Disha
Traders and M/s
Mukesh Traders Raipur
during which it found
that several fake bills
were made. Both
Valecha and Soni were

involved in the process
of preparing fake bills
and without supplying
the goods and services,
they have passed fake
ITC.

Officials found that
both of them were bene-
ficiaries in the above
transactions and their
act was against the pro-
visions in CGST Act.
Both of them were ar-
rested on Tuesday. A 14-
day remand has been
approved by the Chief
Judicial Magistrate.

With the above ar-
rests, the Raipur
Commissioner office
has taken action against
total 8 persons so far.

Preparation to impose ESMA

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 30: The
strike of officers and em-
ployees federation in sup-
port of demand for DA and
HRA parity with that of
central government con-
tinued for 9th day in a row
today. After releasing
order for break in service
on Monday the state gov-
ernment is preparing to
impose ESMA. According
to state government there
would be no salary deduc-
tion if employees returned
to work from September 1.

According to government,
police security would be
given to the employees
who are willing to come to
their work.

Meanwhile federation
leaders said that strike
was launched after notice
to the chief secretary
about a month ago and
that ESMA cannot be im-
posed. On the other hand
the women employees are
observing fast and per-
forming ‘puja’ at the venue
of dharna despite Holiday
on ‘Teej’. All agitating em-
ployees reached venue of
dharna in the capital
Raipur on Monday morn-
ing and started raising
anti-government slogans.
Some of the agitating em-
ployees said that state gov-
ernment hiked HRA of

IAS, IPS and IFS officers
ignoring the demand of
state government employ-
ees. Government seems to
be concerned for few offi-
cers only.

The federation leaders
held talks with the chief
secretary Amitabh Jain
yesterday but no concrete
outcome came out of the
talks. Meanwhile federa-
tion has called a meeting
of its allied unions at 2 pm
on Wednesday to chalk out
further strategy.

Convenor Kamal Verma
said that report of calling
off strike was only propa-
ganda. Division-district
conveners and incharges
have been called to meet-
ing on Wednesday. No deci-
sion was taken for calling
off strike.

Full salary to employees
returning to work by 2nd Sept

Raipur, Aug 30: State gov-
ernment has given new
proposal to the employees
who are currently on
strike in support of de-
mand for DA and HRA.
According to general ad-
ministration department
there will be no salary de-
duction for employees re-
turning to work by
September 2. Full salary
would be given by consid-
ering leave on strike peri-
od for such employees.

A new circular to this ef-
fect was issued on Tuesday

by deputy secretary in
general administration de-
partment Mery Khess. All
department heads, rev-
enue board, divisional
commissioners and collec-
tors were given instruc-
tions through circular
over the strike. According
to General Administration
Department, it has been
brought to the notice of
the government that many
officers and employees
participating in the indefi-
nite strike want to return
to work.

The general administra-
tion deputy secretary
wrote in circular that if
the officers and employees
participating in the strike
appeared for their work on

September 1 or September
2, then their strike period
should be approved and
salary should be paid to
them.

This circular is being
considered as a proposal to
end the strike to the em-
ployees. At present, about
four lakh employees be-
longing to more than 100
employee unions along
with Chhattisgarh Staff
Officers Federation are on
strike. A day earlier, the
General Administration
Department had termed
the strike as misconduct
under the Service Conduct
Rules.

It was said that the no
leave should be sanctioned
for employees who were

on strike from 25 to 29 July
and are still on strike.
Salary for that number of
days should not be paid
and disciplinary action
should be recommended.

In the circular issued on
Monday, an attempt was
made to give relief to the
employees who were not
participating in the strike.
It said, on the call of vari-
ous employees’ unions,
many employees have
been on strike since
August 22. The employees
who were on strike in the
last period from July 25 to
July 29 and who have not
participated at present
should be paid their salary
with sanction of leave for
the previous period.

HUGE IDOLS

This time huge idols of Lord Ganesha have been placed by the Ganeshotsav Samiti
and it has been brought to the venue directly and decoration too has started.

‘WELCOME OF LORD GANPATI’

Youth and children are openly welcoming arrival of Lord Shri Ganesha purchasing the idols here on Tuesday.

 With consideration
of leave; Govt’s offer
to end strike

Federation to chalk
out next course of
action for continu-
ing strike

GST Commissioner
takes them in 14-
day custody

Traffic department
chalks out plan to
handle traffic con-
gestion during fes-
tive season

 On National Sports Day

Raipur, Aug 30: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur celebrated
National Sports Day to com-
memorate the birth anniver-
sary of Major Dhyanchand
on 29th August 2022.
Shaurya – The Sports
Committee of NIT Raipur
organized a session on im-
portance of sports in daily
life and how it helps in stay-
ing fit and rejuvenating. Dr.
Shrish Verma, Director in-
charge was present as Chief
Guest of the program.

Dr PY Dhekne, Dean,
Student Welfare addressed
everyone emphasizing the
importance of sports. He
also gave examples of some
great role models like Sunil
Gavaskar, Kapil Dev, Madan
Lal that we have been
blessed with, courtesy of
sports and explained that
the students should learn
from them about dedication

and discipline. Dr. Shrish
Verma, Director In-charge,
Dean Academics briefed
about the ‘Magical’ Major
Dhyanchand and his own ex-
perience of cricket and men-
tioned about the tradition of
NIT having good sports. He
then addressed the students
by asking them to take away
valuable life-lessons from
sports such as sportsman-
ship and team spirit.

Samarth Mishra, Pickle
Ball Player introduced the
sport at the institute and ex-
plained how it was a mixture
of table tennis, badminton,
and tennis and that how
soon it will be a part of
Olympics. Dr. P.Y. Dhekne
and Dr. Shrish Verma
kicked-off the event by play-
ing a little pickleball.
Various games were organ-
ized like dodgeball, arm
wrestling and tug of war to
cap off the day.

Sports Day celebrated
at NIT Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  3300:: According to
data released by National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) the level
of crime in Chhattisgarh has
come down in the year 2021 as
compared to the year 2018 and
Chhattisgarh is in a better place
in reducing crime as compared
to other states of the country. 

According to NCRB date
Chhattisgarh was 5th in the mat-
ter of rape till the year 2018 but
now it has come on 11th position
in the year 2021. This shows sig-

nificant decline in the cases of
rape in Chhattisgarh. According
to NCRB data Chhattisgarh was
in 14th position till 2018 in the
matter of attempt to rape inci-
dents but in 2021 there has been
an improvement. Chhattisgarh
now stands 16th in attempt to
rape incidents.

NCRB data also indicates
Chhattisgarh’s 12th position in
the cases of abduction in the
year 2021. There has been
decline in major criminal inci-
dents like dacoity. NCRB data
showed that Chhattisgarh which
stood 12th in 2018 has now come
to 16th position in such inci-

dents. Chhattisgarh Police has
presented various standards
under the guidance of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
According to the intention of the
Chief Minister, various schemes
have been started for the action
against chit fund operators,
return of cases registered
against tribals, crime control,
speedy action on crimes against
women, effective control over
Naxalite problem and arrest of
Naxalites and welfare of police
personnel. Police of
Chhattisgarh has presented new
dimensions in Community
Policing.

Decline in crime rate in Chhattisgarh
 11th in rape incidents,

12th in abduction cases

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31,  2022

NSUI gherao Shaheed
Mahendra Karma University

Jagdalpur, Aug 30:
Shaheed Mahendra Karma
University was today
gheraoed by Bastar district
NSUI. The issue is related to
appointment of Dr K Indra
Murty as the Vice-
Chancellor of the
University. Dr Murty is fac-
ing charges of being in-
volved in selling of papers
and other corruption

charges. There was a lot of
anger among the students
regarding this decision. In
protest against the appoint-
ment of Indra Murthy as
the Vice-Chancellor, ac-
tivists and students led by
former NSUI District
President and Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly
gheraoed the university.
Former District President
Manohar Sethia and
Assembly Speaker Vishal
Khambari said that, in the
Government Kakatiya
College, Jagdalpur, there
are cases of corruption in
the past against Dr. K. Indra

Murthy of the Faculty of
Science. Corruption cases
have also come to fore
against the Principal of
Government Kakatiya
College, Jagdalpur, who is
said to be his relative and
the case is presently under
investigation. An inquiry
committee has been formed
by the University and giv-
ing charge of Vice-
Chancellor of the same uni-
versity to this person is a
matter of concern.NSUI de-
mands that the people in-
volved in such corruption
charges should be removed
and instead charge should
be given to the Divisional
Commissioner Bastar. On
this occasion Usman Raza,
Jasketan Joshi, Maz Lilha,
Pankaj Kewat, Nurend
Sahu, Faisal Navy, Ram
Duggage, Sheikh Ayaz,
Shubham Chaudhary,
Abhay Singh, Anurag,
Khilesh, Kishore, Hanshu,
Vipul Mandal, Ankit,
Dipesh, Rahul, Deepak,
Eklavya and other students
were present.

Awareness-cum-training prog held under PMMSY by LINAC

Raipur, Aug 30:
Awareness-cum-training
program on “Fish retail
Business by Fish Farmer
Producer Organizations”
under Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY) was Jointly or-
ganized by LINAC,
Regional Training Center
(RTC), National
Cooperative Development
Corporation, Raipur and
Department of Fisheries,
Ministry of ADH&F,
Government of India on
Aug 26 at Training Hall of
Late Shri Punaram
Nishad Fisheries College
(SPNFC), Kawardha,
Chhattisgarh.

Dr. G.K. Dutta, Dean,
SPNFC, Kawardha was
the chief guest of the said
program. Other digni-
taries included Kailash
Kumar Kaushik, Regional
Director, National
Cooperative Development
Corporation, Raipur, D.K.

Srivastava, Assistant
Fisheries Officer,
Kawardha, Dr. J. K Jakhar,
Dr. D.K. Damle, Dr.
Kamlesh Panda and Dr.
Nightingale Devi,
Assistant Professor,
SPNFC, Kawardha were
also present in the pro-
gram.

This was the second dis-
trict level awareness pro-
gram organized by the
National Cooperative
Development Corporation
under the central sector

component of PMMSY in
the state. More than 100
participants mainly fish-
ermen/fishermen women
participated in the pro-
gram.

Dr. G.K. Dutta, Dean,
SPNFC, Kawardha empha-
sized the need for develop-
ment of fisheries infra-
structure and said that the
fisheries sector has huge
potential for employment
generation and increasing
farmers’ income. He said
that the fisheries sector

can play an important role
in the rural economy and
has the potential to in-
crease the income of small
and marginal farmers. He
also highlighted the role of
Fish Farmer Producer
Organization (FFPO) in
the development of fish-
eries sector. Further, he
praised the National
Cooperative Development
Corporation for playing a
vital role in the overall de-
velopment of the coopera-
tive sector in the state.

A presentation was
given by Kailash Kumar
Kaushik, Regional
Director, National
Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC),
Raipur on the role of
NCDC in the development
of fisheries sector and on
the role of NCDC as an im-
plementing agency under
PMMSY. He also shared
the funding pattern of
NCDC and requested the
participants’ societies to
submit proposals under
PMMSY and encouraged
the interested fish farmers
to form FFPOs. Regional
Director, NCDC, Raipur
also answered the queries

of the participants.
A detailed presentation

on Value Chain Analysis,
Market Identification, Use
of IT and Modern
Facilities to compete in
the market was given by
Dr. J. K Jakhar, Asst. Prof.
SPNFC, Kawardha.

A detailed presentation
was given on financial fea-
sibility and economics of
fish retail business for
FFPOs and PMMSY sup-
port for promotion of fish
retail business by coopera-
tives and NCDC Schemes
by Dr. Nightingale Devi,
Asst. Prof. SPNFC,
Kawardha.

After this, a detailed
presentation was given by
Dr. D.K. Damle, Asst. Prof.
SPNFC, Kawardha,
Kawardha on the topic of
customer relationship
management and quality
assessment in fish retail
business.

The program was coor-
dinated and concluded by
giving vote of thanks to
the Chief Guest and all the
dignitaries present in the
program by Subhash
Kumar Verma, Asst.
Director, NCDC, Raipur.

Result of entrance
examination declared 

Bilaspur, Aug 30: The en-
trance examination of
D.A.C.E. for admission to
Dr. Ambedkar Center of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur was held on 27th
July 2022 by the University.
Dr. Ambedkar Center of
Excellence has been estab-
lished this year, whose ob-
jective is to provide free
UPSC coaching to the
Scheduled Caste candi-
dates and to prepare the
students for the adminis-
trative services. This ex-
amination was conducted

in online mode, in both
Hindi and English medi-
um. 756 applications were
received for this entrance
examination and the en-
trance examination result
was released on 23rd
August 2022. The merit list
of the entrance examina-
tion has been uploaded on
the university’s website,
www.ggu.ac.in. The stu-
dents who appeared at the
entrance examination can
see the results of the ex-
amination on the website
of the university. No sepa-
rate information will be
sent to the students in this
regard. The time table for
admission to the center
will be informed separate-
ly on the website.

SRU and Toyota join hands for Technical Education Prog

Raipur, Aug 30: Today an
inaugural ceremony organ-
ized in the University to set
up the training and skill
center for the students
where they get training and
become job ready for work-
ing in the industrial and
corporate sectors of vari-
ous fields in the future.

In the inaugural ceremo-
ny, Managing Director at
Chhattisgarh State Electric
Board (CGSEB) Raipur

Ujjwala Baghel, Country
Head and Executive Vice
President Toyota Kirloskar
Motor Pvt Ltd. Vikram
Gulati , General Manager
Associate Toyota Kirloskar
Motor Pvt Ltd. Varinder
Kumar Wadhwa was the
special guest.

On addressing the inau-
gural ceremony, the vice
chancellor of the
University, Prof. S.K. Singh
asserted that, the work

shop will be use for enhanc-
ing the skill of our students
and the enhanced skill to
improve the employability
process so we are thankful
to the Toyota motors for it.

Along with it he said that
the industry houses and
the corporate houses ac-
tively participating in the
teaching learning process
and the grooming nursing
to the students, because ul-
timately they are the bene-

ficiaries, the students com-
ing of the university they
have great potential, re-
quired skill and knowledge
and they are job ready .

By sharing her views,
Ujjwala Baghel said that T-
TEP has been started with
the cooperation of both
well-known organization
Toyota and the reputed uni-
versity, and it will definite-
ly be progressive for our
Chhattisgarh and all the
people living here, and a
bright future for the stu-
dents who will be take ad-
mission here, has a great
opportunity to learn skills
and also have good job op-
portunities that they are
getting training in this uni-
versity itself. Along with it,
she also congratulates and
gives best wishes to the

university and its students
a bright future and she also
feel proud to have attended
this inaugural function.

Country Head and
Executive Vice President
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
Pvt Ltd. Vikram Gulati
share the journey of 25
years of Toyota in which
they serve to their cus-
tomer as quality durability
and reliability, also it is al-
ways our responsibility to
provide best customer
service come under our
value system to our cus-
tomers.

Flagship program of
manufacturing site is
called program Toyota
technical training Institute
(TTTI) that is identified
under GEMS PROGRAM
of the Govt of India  and

Japan, where we target and
trained also rural and
below poverty line people
and children, where we
trained them three year
and they are free to join
same organization and
other for doing job.
Flagship program in serv-
icing site is called Toyota
Technical Education
Program where we work
with partner as dealers
and renowned university.

The Vice-Chairman of
Lok Kalyan Trust, Dr. J.K.
Upadhyay, the Pro-chancel-
lor of the University, Mr.
Harsh Gautam, and the
Vice Chancellor Prof. S.K
Singh also appreciate the
about the training center
takes place in the
University regarding the
benefit of the students.

Four-day orientation prog begins at Amity University 

Raipur, Aug 30: A four-
days Orientation Program
in Amity University
Raipur is commenced to
induct the newly admitted
students into various pro-
grammes, by familiarizing
them with the culture, ped-
agogy of the university,
and the facilities available
in the campus. Following
the tradition of the
University, a Havan was
performed wherein all new
students and entire cam-
pus took part. The pro-
gramme commenced with
lighting of lamp followed
by Saraswati Vandana.

Prof. (Dr.) R.K. Pandey,
Vice-Chancellor Amity
University in his inspiring
keynote address imparted
his key learning to the
freshers and urged them to
keep themselves updated
to the ever-changing
trends around them.
Keeping his long experi-
ence of scientific research
and teaching both in India
and abroad, Prof. Pandey
shared his experiences
with the fresher’s, who will
be joining their selected
programs. The Vice
Chancellor also asked the
students to get themselves

updated to the changing
technologies around and
contribute originally to the
subjects they are learning
with pro research outlook.
He ensured the parents of
the students that their chil-
dren will get both studious
and safe atmosphere here
in the campus. Prof. (Dr.)
Piyush Kant Pandey, Pro
Vice-Chancellor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh
in his motivational ad-
dress said, “sometime
dreams are wiser than

waking”, but he empha-
sized that Be the Change
You Want to See in the
World and we here at
Amity University converts
your dreams to reality. You
all students has chosen a
path where there is no way
of going back only way is
work hard for your target
and win the race, you need
to prepare for success only.
Prof. Pandey also stressed
on the support and world
class infrastructure of the
university.

Prof. (Dr.) Vijay Singh
Dahima, Dy. Pro Vice-
Chancellor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh
familiarized the new stu-
dents with the credit sys-
tem of evaluation, course
structures, Amizone,
which is an intranet portal
for the university, among
other academic and ex-
tracurricular details. Prof.
Dahima stressed on the im-
plementation of New
Education Policy 2022 and
apprise the students how
Amity has implemented
the policy.

Through the four-days
orientation all the newly
admitted students will be
familiar with the function-
ing of the university with
emphasis on academic cur-
ricula and extra co-curric-
ular activities, exam pat-
tern, hostel life, sports, dis-
cipline, and department
specific orientation 
lecture etc.

126 female beneficiaries avail benefit 

Raipur, Aug 29: Adani
Foundation organised free
of cost Gynecology related
health check-up camp for
women last Saturday. This
camp was organised in
five villages near Raipur
Energen Limited (REL)
viz. Gram Raikheda,
Bhatapara, Chicholi,

Gaitra, and others. In this
Gynecologist Dr Madhuri
Kant and her trained team
were present and in this a
total of 126 women and
girls got benefitted. This
included 21 girls, 42
women with newly born
child and 63 pregnant
women. These patients
were diagnosed and neces-
sary consultation and
medicines was given to
them.

It is notable here that
the distance of these vil-
lages from the block head-

quarters is from 15 kms to
40 kms and due to which
no Gynecological expert is
available and due to lack of
resources the women and
girls in need are unable to
get timely benefit for their
Gynecological problems.
So taking these problems
into cognizance, Adani
Foundation organised free
of cost health camp every
month, specially for
Gynecological problems
among women and girls
from remote villages.
Adani Foundation is or-
ganising these camps for
last two years every
month.

REL is organising pro-
gramme in 14 villages
near it in the field of edu-
cation, livelihood, infra-
structure development
and others. Under this
quality health services is
also being provided
through mobile medical
vehicle.

Quality roads are being 
constructed in Ch’garh: Sahu

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 30: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has talked about
speeding up the construc-
tion works of bridge cul-
verts in the state. For this,
the Chief Minister has
also announced new con-
struction works in many
districts. As announced by

the Chief Minister, 10
works have been approved
in Jagdalpur, Ambikapur,
Raigarh, Bilaspur, Durg
and Raipur for the con-
struction of the bridge.

Along with this, the esti-
mates of ten works have
also been sent. Officials of
Public Works Department
have informed the
MinisterTamradhwaj
Sahu that administrative
approval of Rs. 927.27
crore in Jagdalpur,
Ambikapur, Raigarh,
Bilaspur, Durg, Raipur
and Kanker for the work of
39 bridges costing more
than Rs.10 crore in
Chhattisgarh. out of
which Rs 602 crore has
been spent out.

Departmental officials
have informed that a total
of 4132 works have been
approved under
Mukhyamantri Sugam
Sadak Yojana at a cost of
Rs 495 crore, out of which
2245 works are completed,
870 works are in progress
and 973 works are at ten-
der stage. In addition, a
total of 24 works are in
progress under the A.D.B.
project.

According to Public
Works Department under
the R.P.C.L.W.E. scheme,
out of total 310 approved
works costing 3535 crores,
so far 161 roads have been
completed, 07 bridge con-
structions completed, 139
works in progress and 03

works have been re-ten-
dered. Out of total 1050
sanctioned works, 827
works are completed, 176
works are in progress and
47 works are at tender
stage. As per Public Works
Department, the work of
repair and maintenance of
dilapidated roads, build-
ings, culverts is going on
and they are also being in-
spected by the concerned
officials from time to time.
About 06 thousand youth
have been registered
under e-category registra-
tion, to whom works worth
about 300 crores have been
approved and about 3500
engineers have been em-
ployed as per the provision
of the contract.

‘MEHENDI ART’

Girls and women applying ‘Mehendi’ as part of ‘Teej’ celebrations here on Tuesday.

As per the
announcement of
the CM, the con-
struction works of
bridges in all the
divisions have been
approved

 In free of cost
Gynecological camp
by Adani Foundation
in villages near REL

For Dr. Ambedkar
Center of
Excellence in CU

On ‘Fish Retail
Business by Fish
Farmer Producer
Organizations’

To protest against
charge of V-C to a
person facing 
corruption charges

Minor arrested 
with 25 kg Ganja 

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  3300:: The police
station Nagarnar of the district
got a tip from an informer that
illegally smuggling of ganja is
being done from Odisha to
Chhattisgarh. On this informa-
tion, the team started checking
vehicles by creating a mobile
check post in Dhanpunji, border
area of Chhattisgarh-Odisha.
During investigation, 25 kg ganja
was recovered from a motor
cycle number bearing No. OD-
10-E- 9234. This trafficking was
being carried out by a minor boy
and he has been taken into
arrest. The estimated market
value of ‘Ganja’ seized is report-
ed to be around Rs 1.25 lakh.
After the above act of the juve-
nile child came under the
purview of NDPS Act, action was
taken against the juvenile by
registering an offense under sec-
tion 20 (B) of NDPS Act at
Nagarnar police station. The
drugs- 25 kg ganja, 1 motor cycle
bearing No. OD-10-E-9234 has
been confiscated from the pos-
session of the juvenile. 



Team finds allegations of commission against TO, ATO true 
Central Chronicle News

Konta, Aug 30:
Complaint for raising un-
necessary objections
against the rules in the
bills presented by the
District Treasury Officer
Praveen Chand Bhagat
and Assistant Treasury
Officer Bhojram Bhuarya
posted in Sukma district
and demanding amount
for passing the bills from
the drawing officers,
Divisional Joint Director
Treasury Accounts and

Pension was done from
Bastar division Jagdalpur
last month.

On this a team was con-
stituted which submitted
its report to the
Commissioner Bastar divi-
sion. The team found the
above allegations to be true
in its investigation and con-
cluded the departmental in-
quiry on District Treasury
Officer Praveen Chand
Bhagat and Assistant
Treasury Officer Bhojram
Bhuarya and transfer of
place elsewhere.

According to the infor-
mation received, Deputy
Director Veterinary
Services and Development
Block Education Officer,
Chhindgarh, in the month
of July by District
Treasury Officer Praveen
Chand Bhagat and
Assistant Treasury
Officer Bhojram Bhuarya,
for raising unnecessary
objections against the
rules and passing the bills
from the drawing officers.
A complaint was made to
the Divisional Joint

Director Fund Accounts
and Pension, Bastar
Division Jagdalpur, after
which a team was consti-
tuted under the chairman-
ship of Dheeraj Nashine,
the Divisional Joint
Director Fund Accounts
and Pension, in which
Bharti Korram Kashyap,
Deputy Director and
Chaman Prasad Joshi,
Assistant  Treasury
Officer was a member.

The investigation team
started the preliminary
inquiry on July 20 and

prepared its report on Aug
4. According to the report,
a total of four objections
were raised in the 13 bills
of the Veterinary Office,
whereas according to the
rules, the necessary docu-
ments should be called for
by the officer by putting
all the questions and ob-
jections once. This is con-
trary to the provisions
given in the Chhattisgarh
Civil Services Conduct
Rules 1965. BEO
Chhindgarh and police
has taken it under investi-

gation.
The bills of the

Superintendent's office
Sukma were also exam-
ined. In which also the
above allegation was
found to be true. Under
which the investigation
team gave in its conclu-
sion that the act of
District Treasury Officer
Praveen Chand Bhagat
and Assistant Treasury
Officer Bhojram Bhuarya
is objectionable which tar-
nishes the image of the
government.

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Aug 30: These
days, the terror of stray
dogs continues in Bijapur
city and every day some or
the other person is being
victimized by stray dogs.
But Municipality Bijapur
has not been able to make
any meaningful action plan
to avoid the terror of stray
dogs. According to the in-
formation received, since
January 2022 last month,
two hundred and fifty-three
people have been bitten by
stray dogs. Dr Abhay

Pratap Tomar, Civil
Surgeon of District
Hospital Bijapur said that,
"on an average 20-22 new
persons suffering from dog
bites are coming in a month
in the District Hospital
Bijapur, who are being
treated by vaccination."
Manaiah Kunjam, the girl's
father, who is treating the
girl suffering from dog bite
in District Hospital Bijapur,
says that the terror of stray
dogs is big in the city, there
is a group of such stray
dogs in almost every locali-
ty and due to fear even the

municipal people
avoid coming to our lo-
cality. Raju Gandhi, a
businessman and so-
cial worker of Bijapur
city, said that for ur-
gent work, one has to
go to the bank office
and hospital, during
this many times stray

dogs keep running and
chase to bite the people
walking on the road, even
now in District Hospital
Bijapur, people with inci-
dent of bite by stray dogs
are being treated.

What officer says:
In this entire matter, the Chief

Municipal Officer (CMO) of
Bijapur Municipality, B. L. Nureti
said that, "he has received infor-
mation about dog bite from the
media and will take advance ac-
tion after discussing with higher
officials." Now it remains to be
seen how long the residents of the
city will get rid of stray dogs.

‘National Sports Day’ was celebrated 

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Aug 30: The
'National Sports Day' was
celebrated on August 29 at
the 219th Battalion CRPF
Headquarters Injram,
District Sukma.

National Sports Day is
celebrated to honor the
legacy of "Major Dhyan
Chand" and to acknowl-
edge the importance of
sports in our lives. On this
occasion Football and
Volleyball competition
was organized at 219 V
Corps CRPF Headquarters
Injram in which all the
jawans present.

First of all, Nitin
Kumar, Commandant,
while explaining the im-
portance of sports to all

the jawans, told that the
main goal of National
Sports Day is to promote
awareness about the im-
portance of sports and to
be physically active in
daily life. Also, involve-
ment in sports activities is

beneficial for a person in
many ways. It not only
provides physical strength
but, sports also increases
mental power.

Sports played on the
field like football, cricket,
Volleyball, hockey, run-

ning etc. help in improv-
ing physical health and
mental wellness. However,
some indoor games such
as mind games, chess, su-
doku, etc. increase the
level of our mental power
and ability to concentrate.

In the end, after the end
of the game, Nitin Kumar
Commandant distributed
prizes to the soldiers par-
ticipating in the sports
competition and encour-
aged them to perform well.

Neeraj Kumar Singh II
Commanding Officer,
Suryakant Singh II
Commanding Officer, T.
Bhagad Singh Deputy
Commandant, Dr. Rahul
R. Senior Medical Officer,
J. Durai Murugan
Assistant Commandant as
well as subordinate offi-
cers of the battalion and
all other personnel were
present.

Hockey Player Major Dhyanchand remembered

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Aug 30:
On occasion of National
Sports Day, the renowned
Hockey Player Major
Dhayanchand was re-
membered and variety of
sports competitions were
organised in his memory
and the budding and ex-
perienced players exhib-
ited their talent.

The Sports & Youth
Welfare Department
along with District
Hockey Association,
Rajnandgaon and all
other Sports
Associations, birth an-
niversary of renowned
Hockey player Major
Dhyanchand was cele-
brated with lot of enthu-
siasm here on Monday.

On this occasion, all
the sports players associ-
ated with hockey took out
a rally at 7:30 am from
International Hockey
Stadium and passing
through different routes
it reached Major
Dhyanchand memorial
statue at Gaurav Path.

Here the players gar-
landed the statue of

Major Dhyanchand,
Arman Bestian
(Olympian) and RN Patel
and the rally wet back to
the Int'nl Hockey
Stadium, where a semi-
nar was organised.

In the seminar meet-
ing, President
Chhattisgarh Hockey
Firoz Ansari was the
chief guest and Secretary
District Hockey
Association Shivnarayan
Dhakela; senior Hockey
coach Bhushan Sao, in-
ternational hockey player
Mrinal Choubey, interna-
tional Volleyball player
Rekha Padam were the
special guests.

Chief guest Firoz
Ansari in his address
said that many young

children who are associ-
ated with this sport
should play the game by
making a goal in their life
and by which they can
bring laurels to their
state and nation.

He said that one should
play taking Major
Dhyanchand as their role
model and play with
sportsman spirit. Hockey
coach Bhushan Sao said
that Major Dhyanchand
visited Rajnandgaon in
1971 and the city was
given the title of
'Hockey's nursery' by
Major Dhyanchand. He
was also taken on detour
of the city and during
which he found children
playing hockey in the
nooks and corners of city.
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Rajim, Aug 30: After two
years of the Corona period,
this year, there is tremen-
dous enthusiasm among
the devotees and people re-
garding the Ganesh festi-
val. Since for the last 2
years, all the festivals from
Navratri, Dussehra,
Deepawali, including
Ganesha festival, were cele-
brated with great simplici-
ty due to corona infection.

This year Krishna
Paksha Chaturthi of Bhado
month which is going to be
on Wednesday 31st August
has put a pause on both
COVID infection and un-
certainty regarding the fes-
tival. Ganesh Utsav will

start with the installation
of Ganesh idols in the aus-
picious time of Ganesh
Chaturthi, and this year 10
days Ganesh Utsav will be
celebrated. According to
the information this year,
there is no restriction on
the height of Ganesh idols

and information has been
received, that Ganesh idols
are being installed at more
than 25 places by putting up
public pandals in various
square squares and mohal-
las of the city.

The Ganesh Utsav com-
mittees are already making

advance booking of DJs
and bands for Ganesh
Visarjan. However the im-
pact of inflation is also
clearly visible in the festi-
val, as prices of all com-
modities linked with the
festival have increased at a
rate of 20-25%.

CPSS delegation meets
Sao and Chandel
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Rajim, Aug 30: A delega-
tion of members of Sahu
Samaj  under leadership
of Vice President
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Sangh(CPSS)
Bhuneshwar Sahu met
newly appointed BJP
State president and LS
MP from Bilaspur Arun
Sao ad newly aappointed
Leader of Opposition in
VS Narayan Chandel and
extended greetings to
both of them and they
also invited both for pay-
ing obeisance to Lord
Shri Rajiv Lochan andn
Rajim Bhaktin Mata in

religious city Rajim.
On this occasion

President Sahu Samaj
Rajim Bhaktin Mata
Samiti Lal Sahu,
Tresurer Bhole Sahu, V-P
Nagar ahu Sangh Rajim
Loknath Sahu, former
Secretary Shyam Sahu,
Youth leader Ramkumar

Sahu, Pokhara circle
President Gopal Sahu,
District Sahu Sangh ex-Jt.
Secy. Sohan Lal Sahu,
Khoman Sahu, Rowa
Panchayat Sarpanch
Mangalu Sahu and media
in-charge Leela Ram Sahu
and other office bearers
were present.

SP holds meeting with ‘Bal Arakshaks’
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Kabirdham, Aug 30: SP
Kabirdham Dr Lal Umed
Singh held a meeting with
the 'Bal Arakshak' and
their family members in
SP's office here on Monday.
It is notable here that the
boys and girls from the
family of officers or em-
ployees from the Police de-
partment who have died of
some health problem or in
the accident have ben
given appointment as 'Bal
Arakshak' in in different
police stations.

For this all the 'Bal
Arakshak' were invited to
the SP's office with due ho-
nour and were asked to
give information if they
are facing any personal or

departmental problems.
Apart from this parents of
these children were asked
to pay special attention to-
wards their studies. Later
the 'Bal Arakshaks' ap-
pointed were given infor-
mation in detail about the

works of the police depart-
ment.

On this
occasionInspector (M)
Virendra Taram, ASI (M)
Sunil Rao, Bal Arakshaks-
Rovtus Saiyyam, Vinod
Rajput, Manoj Kumar

Modium, Priyanshu
Dewangan, Manish
Dhurve, Sahil Vatti, Vijay
Kumar, Kumar Pratima
Markam, Rajit Jharia,
Meghansh Nirmalkar, and
their family members
were present.

Pola celebrated with great enthusiasm in Bastar
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Aug 30: Pola
festival was celebrated
with great enthusiasm in
Bastar today. The belief
behind celebrating the
Pola festival is that after
the completion of agricul-
tural work in August,
milk is filled in the paddy
plants on this day. This
festival is celebrated by
wishing for a good har-
vest.

On this day, farmers ex-
press their gratitude to-
wards their livestock and
also worship livestock. To
connect it with the new

generation, small chil-
dren play clay toys by dis-
charging the tradition of
worshiping Oxen, Pora
Janta, Matka,
Embroidery, and other
toys.

One of the important
festivals and traditions as-
sociated with the main
crop of paddy in the agri-
cultural Bastar, Pola is
now slowly becoming ex-
tinct in urban areas due to
the busyness of running
life.

But the sculptors-pot-
ters, who make clay toys
for this festival of Pola,
are still attracting people

for the fulfillment of the
tradition and tradition.
The tradition of the Pola

festival continues unabat-
ed due to the attractive
toys of the toy sculptors-

kumhars.
For this, the religious

people associated with it
should try to maintain the
discharge of this auspi-
cious Pola festival with
their income by encourag-
ing the sculptors and pot-
ters who make toys.

Sculptor-'Kumhar' viz.
Anturam, Rinku, Anand,
Jeevan, Pawan, Bharat,
Mahendra, Samdai,
Sheela, Rekha, Raimati,
etc., who arrived to sell
clay toys in the markets,
informed that this time
the business has been
good after the corona
transition.

Two die on entering inside safety tank

Central Chronicle News

Surajpur, Aug 30: Due to
release of toxic gas from
the safety tank in
Ramanujnagar, two
labourers have died. As
per reports, the construc-
tion work in the house of
teacher Balsai
Chakdradhari was going
on near Pipri Chowk in
Ramanujnagar and in the
house a safety tank was
also built. On opening it
centring the labourer
mason Raghunath Singh
went inside, but did not
came out.

After some time another
labourer Madan Ram also
went inside the hole, but
did not come up. Seeing
this the people nearby in-
formed the Ramanujnagar
police station.

The police on reaching
the site, took out the body

of two using rope and iron
rods and both were taken
to Community health cen-
tre Ramanujnagar. There
the BMO Dr DK
Vishwakarma declared
both as dead due to inhal-
ing of toxic gas from the
safety tank chamber.

p Since Jan more than
253 people have been
bitten by stray dogs

p Municipal officer said
that after discussing
with higher officials,
action will be taken

p At 219th Battalion
CRPF Hq’s Injram

p On occasion 
of National 
Sports Day

p Variety of sports
competitions 
organised
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Due to inhaling of toxic gas 

Appointed in police station; issues instructions to their family members

Tremendous enthusiasm among
people regarding Ganesh Chaturthi

Terror of stray dogs in Bijapur city increasing 

Prices of commodities are
sky-rocketing: Udhoram

Kharora, Aug 30: DCC
District President Raipur
(rural) Udhoram address-
ing a press conference
against the increasing in-
flation and prices of com-
modities by the central
government held the Modi-
led government responsi-
ble for it. Addressing the
press conference at city's
MLA's office, Udhoram in-
formed that as per instruc-
tions from PCC they have
been asked to stage mas-
sive protest under the ban-
ner 'Halla Bol' to highlight
about the increasing
prices. MLA Kharora block
Anita Sharam, Chairman
CMDC Girish Dewangan
and other staged 'nukkad-
natak' (roadside shows)
and in the presence of
party workers reminded
the dreams of Modi over
the increasing inflation
and price rise against the
then Congress government
in 2013-14. Congmen are
comparing the prices of
commodities like LPG,
flour, edible oil, rice,
petrol, diesel and other
day-to-day commodities
between earlier UPA's rule
and present-day Modi gov-
ernment's rule and are
taking it to the general
public. Answering to ques-
tions of journalists,
Udhoram informed that
the price of LPG which
was 410 per cylinder in
2014 is now Rs 1053 and in
other words inflation has
gone up 156%; in the same
way the price of petrol has
gone up from Rs 71 per
litre to Rs 100 per lt- i:e
40% hike; diesel from Rs 57
per litre to Rs 95 per lt i:e
75% hike; edible oil
'Sarson' - from Rs 90 to Rs
200 per lt i:e- 22% hike; in
the same way there is hike
of around 35% in vegeta-
bles; 65% in salt.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31,  2022

Post-Covid, Kolkata’s Durga idol makers
getting good orders from abroad

Kolkata, Aug 30 (PTI): 

A robust order flow from
foreign countries after two
back-to-back slack seasons
due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic is making creators of
Durga idols in Kolkata
happy, though the bookings
are yet to reach the pre-
coronavirus levels. The
overseas orders increased
three times compared to
last year and 12 times the
2020 figure, a spokesperson
of a key organisation of ar-
tisans in Kumartuli, the
clay modellers’ colony in

north Kolkata, said.
Around 60 idols are

going abroad this year. The
number was not more than
20 in 2021 and five in the
previous year, Kumartuli
Mritshilpi Samity
spokesperson Kartik Pal
told PTI.

While some idols have al-
ready been sent, others will
be dispatched soon as the
festival begins at the end of
September.

However, around 100
idols were shipped to over-
seas nations in 2018 and ‘19
from Kumartuli, senior ar-

tisan Mintu Pal told PTI.
The idols sent to

European, North and
South American countries
and other nations are gen-
erally made of fibreglass.

People who worship the
goddess on foreign soil use
a single idol for a few years
in a row, unlike those who
do it in India.

Another feel-good factor
for the artisans is that new
destinations were added to
their list of offshore coun-
tries. Mintu Paul said he
could send only 5-6 idols
from his studio in

Kumartuli last year, while
this year the number is 14.

“Already 12 idols - in-
cluding five to the US,
three to the UK and one
each to Uganda and Italy
have been shipped.

Two others are destined
to be dispatched to Japan
and Switzerland by
September 4-5,” he said.

To a question, he said
the price of an idol sent
abroad starts from Rs one
lakh in Indian currency
and it rises depending on
the height and materials
used.

Gigantic 32-ft ‘Athi’ Vinayagar idol made
of fig tree is the newest attraction

Chennai, Aug 30 (PTI): 

A unique 32-feet high
idol of Lord Ganesh made
of fig tree, in standing pos-
ture, in Tamil Nadu’s
Nagapattinam district is
the newest attraction for
this Chaturthi festival in
the state.

The gigantic idol “Athi
Vinayagar” made with 83

fig trees by the Nagai
Viswaroopa Vinayagar
Committee and devotees
will not join thousands of
idols for the ‘Visarjan’ (im-
mersion) ceremony but
would continue to grace
the devotees forever, the
committee’s president
Kubendran said.

The mammoth task of
carving out the image of
Lord Ganesh from the holy
fig tree commenced in
January this year and the

work was completed re-
cently by Sthapathi
Thirunavukarasar and 14
other sthapathis.

“There was no Ganesh
Chathurti festival since
the last 2 years due to
COVID-19. And this time, I
decided to have an idol of
Ganesh made of holy fig
tree, which was my dream
since the last 15 years,”
said Kubendran from
Nagapattinam, which is
about 300 km from here.

‘Will make Congress number one party in J-K’
Jammu, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir
Congress president Vikar
Rasool Wani on Tuesday
played down chain of resig-
nations in the party and
said “cowards” run away
during difficult times as the
state unit held a show of
strength rally here.

He said the new leader-
ship will strive hard to
make the Congress “num-
ber one” party in the Union
territory.

Wani, the newly appoint-
ed Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC) chief,
arrived here on Tuesday,
with party leaders and
workers lining up on both

sides of the road to wel-
come him. He was accom-
panied by AICC in-charge J-
K and MP Rajani Patil.

“We will fight the BJP as
well as those selfish people
who have left the party. We
will make the party num-
ber one in Jammu and
Kashmir,” Wani told re-

porters.Dubbing those who
left the Congress as “loyal-
ists of Azad”, he said only
cowards run away during
difficult times.

“Those who are loyal to
(Ghulam Nabi) Azad will
leave the party but there
are thousands who are
loyal to congress and they
will stay in the party.”

He said leaving of some
people will not matter
much to the party. “There
will not be any major loss
to the Congress,” Wani
added. As many as 64 sen-
ior Congress leaders, in-
cluding former deputy
chief minister Tara Chand,
resigned from the party in
support of Ghulam Nabi
Azad here on Tuesday, as-

serting that Azad’s vision
will shape a new and
bright future for Jammu
and Kashmir. Azad, 73, for-
mer chief minister of
Jammu and Kashmir, quit
the Congress on Friday.

The JKPCC chief was
received by senior leaders
Raman Bhalla and Yogesh
Sawhney amid pro-
Congress and Pro-Rahul
Gandhi slogans. The
Congress cavalcade of ve-
hicles and motorcycles
then moved in the city.

Amid drum beating,
Congress workers lined up
on two sides of the road
and showered flowers
upon the newly announced
leadership of the J-K
Congress.

VENDETTA POLITICS

Kolkata, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Dubbing the summons
to its leader Abhishek
Banerjee in connection
with an alleged coal pilfer-
age scam as “vendetta poli-
tics”, the Trinamool
Congress on Tuesday
claimed the move came fol-
lowing the ruling party’s
recent mega rally here,
which left the BJP “ruf-
fled”. “Our party supremo
Mamata Banerjee had this
apprehension that central
agencies might send no-
tices to party leaders, fol-
lowing the successful
meeting of the Chatra
Parishad (students’ wing).
Today, they have sum-
moned Abhishek. This
proves that BJP is pursu-
ing vendetta politics,” sen-
ior TMC leader Sougata
Roy said.

Earlier in the day, the
ED issued a summons to
TMC national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee
for questioning in connec-
tion with its probe into the
coal pilferage scam’.

The central agency has
asked Banerjee, the
nephew of West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, to be present at
its Kolkata office on
Friday morning.

Roy also wondered why
BJP leaders who are
named in the Saradha and
Rose Valley scams are not
summoned by the central
agencies.

“These probe agencies
are functioning arbitrari-
ly. The ED and CBI are the
biggest allies of the BJP.
The saffron party cannot
fight us politically and are,
therefore, using the agen-
cies to counter us,” he al-
leged.

Later, the TMC, in a se-
ries of tweets, attacked the
BJP for being vengeful and
petty .

Astounding how the
@dir_ed is always BJP-
fied! Mr PM, we’re won-
dering what makes you SO
VENGEFUL, SO PETTY?
Unable to accept the love
that people have for the en-
tire Trinamool Congress

family, you send ED after
our leaders, as soon as
BENGAL REJECTS YOU.
Give it up already! it said.

After every successful
show of AITC’s organisa-
tional strength,
@BJP4India gets rattled
into action. Our leaders
are being summoned by
the @dir_ed yet again.
This shameful attempt to
cow us down will not
work! Our integrity will
shine through your slan-
der! the TMC said in an-
other tweet.

The chief minister had
Monday slammed the op-
position, especially the
BJP, for unleashing a mali-
cious campaign against
her and other TMC mem-
bers, following the arrest
of senior leaders Partha
Chatterjee and Anubrata
Mondal by central agen-
cies in different cases.

The BJP, meanwhile,
termed the TMC allega-
tions as baseless, contend-
ing that those involved in
wrongdoing will not be
spared.

‘Hi-tech seismographs, black boxes were placed
inside Noida twin towers for research’

Noida, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Around 20 hi-tech seis-
mographs and 10 black
boxes — an electronic de-
vice to record sound in air-
craft — were among the
equipment placed inside
the Supertech twin towers
during their demolition, a
senior CBRI scientist said.

Besides these, drones
with thermal image cam-
eras were also deployed
outside the towers to cap-
ture pictures and videos
that would help in future
research, the Central
Building Research
Institute (CBRI) scientist
said.

The CBRI was appoint-
ed by the Supreme Court
as a technical expert for
the demolition of
Supertech’s nearly 100-
metre-tall illegal struc-
tures in Noida’s Sector
93A.

It was the CBRI that se-
lected Mumbai-based
Edifice Engineering that
safely brought down the
structures by ‘waterfall
implosion’ in an eye-pop-
ping event that caused no

structural damage to near-
by buildings as close as
nine metres.

The CBRI had roped in
the Central Institute of
Mining and Fuel Research
(CIMFR) for ground vibra-
tions. Its teams from
Dhanbad in Jharkhand
and Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh were present
during the demolition.

“We had 19 seismo-
graphs. These are high-
end and highly technical
seismographs which were
installed in a 150-metre
range from the twin tow-
ers. Some equipment were
placed in the basements of
the twin towers while oth-
ers were placed on differ-
ent floors so that we could
get the magnitude of the
vibration magnitude of
the two buildings,” CBRI’s
senior principal scientist
Dr Debi Prasanna
Kanungo told PTI.

“We had also placed 10
black boxes - five in each
tower. This was CBRI’s
idea. We also used drones
and thermal imaging cam-
eras, which will help us
get pictures that can be

processed for further re-
search studies,” he said.

“All the information
gathered from these equip-
ment and instruments will
help us in future for mate-
rial studies, demolition
and construction-related
research. We also used in-
struments like geophones
to record and study the
movement of vibrations
within buildings and also
give an idea about the load
a building could during
such activities besides de-
vices to study soil condi-
tions,” Kanungo said.

The thermal imaging
cameras form images
using infrared radiations
and are largely used in
fires and other disaster
management activities to
detect people engulfed in
thick smoke and dust.

The CBRI has signed a
research collaboration
and non-disclosure agree-
ment with Jet Demolitions
and Edifice Engineering
wherein both groups will
share their data with each
other for study and re-
search purposes in the
field. Kanungo, who led

the twin tower demolition
monitoring team, said sev-
eral high-technology
equipment and instru-
ments were placed inside
the twin towers and their
findings will be very use-
ful for future studies.

“There has been no
structural damage in the
nearby residential towers
of ATS Village and
Emerald Court societies.
Besides a compound wall
of ATS Village, some win-
dow panes have broken.
We had asked for a post-
demolition structural
audit which is to be done
by Supertech. Once that is
done, its findings will help
us analyse the demoli-
tion,” he said.

On the ground vibration
report during demolition,
the CBRI official said, “It
will take time. Recordings
have been done by our de-
vices and also those placed
by them (Edifice and Jet
Demolitions). Once that
will be analysed, it will
help us in future research
related to ground vibra-
tions, building construc-
tions, etc.”

WB tops in domestic violence
by husband, in-laws

Kolkata, Aug 30 (PTI): 

West Bengal reported the
highest number of cases of
cruelty against women by
spouses or their relatives in
2021, according to the latest
report of the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB).

A total 19,952 cases under
Section 498A of the IPC,
popularly called anti-dowry
law which deal with vio-
lence against women by
husbands and their rela-
tives, were registered in the
state last year.

West Bengal was followed
by Uttar Pradesh where
18,375 such cases were
recorded, and Rajasthan
where 16,949 cases were reg-
istered.

Goa was at the bottom of
the table, recording only
one such case of domestic
violence. Nagaland record-
ed two such cases and
Sikkim recorded three.

In West Bengal, 41.50 per
1 lakh women were victims
of such violence, while the

national average was 20.50,
as per the annual report
published by the Union
Home Ministry.

West Bengal Commission
for Women chairperson
Leena Gangopadhyay said
the data showed that
women of the state can re-
port crimes against them to
the authorities, which take
prompt action.

“No one can ignore the
fact that domestic violence
exists in society. It is a reali-
ty in India and in West
Bengal. But, I feel there is a
positive side to this report
as it shows that women in
West Bengal are able to re-
port such crimes to the au-
thorities, and authorities
act on the basis of that.
There is a transparency
here, and this report shows
it,” she told PTI. “However,
no conclusion can be
drawn from this report
(alone) as it does not take
into account the fact that in
many states women can’t
even report cases of vio-
lence against them,” she

added.
Filmmaker and activist

Sudeshna Roy, who also
works as a special consult-
ant for the West Bengal
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights, said the re-
port reflected a great deal of
awareness among women
of the state.

“We, the women of West
Bengal, are not scared talk
aloud. We are not scared to
stand up against men,
against society which is not
the case in other states.
This report shows that,”
she told PTI.

“We are not hushing up
crimes, we are encouraging
people to come forward and
report them. And, that is
the reason why we have a
higher reportage compared
to other states,” she added.

Among metropolitan
cities, Delhi reported most
cases of such violence at
4,674. In Kolkata, the figure
stood at 841, much below
those of Hyderabad (1,678),
Jaipur (1,200) and Lucknow
(1,101).

ONAM CELEBRATIONS

Kerala State Secretariat employees participate in an Athapookkalm competition as
part of the Onam celebrations, in Thiruvananthapuram, Tuesday. 

VAN MAHOTSAV

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot visits a stall during the 73rd State Level Van Mahotsav, in Jodhpur, Tuesday

BRIEF

Fire
Amritsar: A major
fire broke out at a cold
storage at Daburji vil-
lage on the outskirts
of Amritsar city
where goods in large
number were gutted,
but no casualty was
reported, a senior offi-
cial said on Tuesday.
The fire incident hap-
pened on Monday, the
official said. Deputy
Commissioner
Harpreet Singh Sudan
said, “Fire tenders
from various depart-
ments have been
pressed into service
including the Disaster
management experts
to control the blaze”.

Resign
New Delhi:

Jawaharlal Nehru
University Rector
Ajay Kumar Dubey
has resigned after a se-
ries of protest against
him by the RSS-affili-
ated ABVP. Prof. Ajay
Kumar Dubey has re-
signed from the post of
Rector of the
University and the
same has been accept-
ed by the competent
authority with imme-
diate effect, an official
circular dated August
29 read. A section of
teachers and students
had levelled allega-
tions of corruption
against Dubey and
were demanding his
resignation.

Seized 
Guwahati: In one of the
biggest drug hauls in re-
cent times, over 4,700 kg
of ganja has been seized
in Karimganj district of
Assam, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
said on Tuesday. The
contraband was being
transported in a truck
when the Assam Police
seized it on Monday dur-
ing a routine check-up at
a place under the
Churaibari police sta-
tion limits, an officer
said.

RI 
Thane: A court in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district has sentenced
a man to two years of
rigorous imprison-
ment for allegedly
knocking down and
injuring a traffic po-
lice constable. District
judge Shaukat
Gorwade of the
Kalyan court on
Monday convicted
Ajit Thackeray, a resi-
dent of Adharwadi
and imposed a fine of
Rs 12,000 on him.

Blast
Shimla: One person
died in a blast at a
scrap shop in
Himachal Pradesh’s
Una district on
Tuesday, the State
Disaster Management
Department said. The
blast took place in
Jhalera village in the
morning in which one
Rajinder Singh, who
was working at a scrap
shop died. The reason
behind the blast is still
unknown.

A 32-ft tall idol of Lord
Ganesha made of fig
tree wood, being deco-
rated ahead of the up-
coming festival of
Ganesh Chaturthi, in
Nagapattinam, Tuesday.

TMC cries foul on ED summon
to Abhishek Banerjee

Vikar Rasool Wani

 For Ganesh Chaturthi



WRECKAGE

Vladimir, 66, stands next to the wreckage of his house after being bombed by Russians in Chernihiv, Ukraine on
Tuesday. On May 3, witnesses heard a plane approaching and dropping bombs that destroyed a large number of
houses, including his own, killing five of his relatives who were sleeping at the time.

FLOOD FURY

Homes are surrounded by floodwaters in Sohbat Pur city, a district of Pakistans southwestern Baluchistan province.
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Beersheba, Aug 30 (AP):

An Israeli court on
Tuesday sentenced a Gaza
aid worker to 12 years in
prison after he was found
guilty of several terror-
ism charges in a high-pro-
file case in which inde-
pendent audits and inves-
tigations found no evi-
dence of wrongdoing.

Mohammed el-Halabi,
the Gaza director for the
international Christian
charity World Vision, was
arrested in 2016 and ac-
cused of diverting tens of
millions of dollars to the
Islamic militant group
Hamas that rules the ter-
ritory.

The trial, and his pro-
longed detention, have

further strained relations
between Israel and hu-
manitarian organizations
that provide aid to
Palestinians. The sen-
tence is likely to continue
to affect those ties.

It’s inconceivable, el-
Halabi’s lawyer, Maher
Hanna, said of the length
of the sentence. They in-
sist that injustice will per-
sist throughout the whole
process.

Both el-Halabi and
World Vision have denied
the allegations and an in-
dependent audit in 2017
also found no evidence of
support for Hamas.
Australia, which was the
biggest single donor to
World Vision’s humani-
tarian work in Gaza, came

to similar conclusions in
its own review.

In a statement, World
Vision said the sentence
stood in sharp contrast to
the evidence and facts of
the case.

The arrest, six-year
trial, unjust verdict and
this sentence are emblem-
atic of actions that hinder
humanitarian work in
Gaza and the West Bank,”
the group said. “It adds to
the chilling impact on
World Vision and other
aid or development
groups working to assist
Palestinians.

Hanna said el-Halabi in-
tended to appeal the ver-
dict and the sentence to
the country’s Supreme
Court.

Israeli authorities
have repeatedly said
they have proof that
Hamas had infiltrated
the aid group and was di-
verting funds from
needy Gazans. Then-
Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
trumpeted the charges
in an online video short-
ly after el-Halabi’s ar-
rest.

Critics say Israel often
relies on questionable
informants. They allege
that Israel smears
groups that provide aid
or other support to
Palestinians in order to
shore up its nearly 55-
year military occupation
of lands the Palestinians
want for a future state.

Gaza aid worker sentenced to 12 years over terror charges

Washington, Aug 30 (AP):

President Joe Biden
will deliver a prime-time
address on the continued
battle for the soul of the
nation Thursday outside
Independence Hall in
Philadelphia, the White
House announced
Monday.

Billed as a major ad-
dress just over two
months before the
midterm elections,
Biden, the White House
said, will discuss how the
nation’s standing in the
world and its democracy
are at stake.

He will talk about the

progress we have made
as a nation to protect our
democracy, but how our
rights and freedoms are
still under attack,” the
White House said. “And
he will make clear who is
fighting for those rights,
fighting for those free-
doms, and fighting for
our democracy.

Biden to deliver prime-time
speech on ‘battle’ for democracy

Baghdad, Aug 30 (AP):

Supporters of a promi-
nent Iraqi Shiite cleric
fired rocket-propelled
grenades into Iraq’s
Green Zone as machine
gun fire crackled over-
head on Tuesday, deepen-
ing the political chaos
gripping the Mideast na-
tion.

Those backing influen-
tial cleric Muqtada al-
Sadr fired into the Green
Zone, where it appeared
Iraqi security forces were
firing back at them.

Live television footage
showed the chaos, with at
least one wounded man
being taken away in a
three-wheel rickshaw, the
Iraqi Foreign Ministry
visible behind them. The
death toll rose to 22 Iraqis
on Tuesday after the un-
rest erupted the previous
day, according to two
medical officials. Iraq’s
military said four rockets
were launched into the
heavily fortified Green

Zone. Al-Sadr’s sudden
resignation has catapult-
ed Iraq into violence and
chaos with no clear path
out. The cleric derives
power from his ability to
mobilise and control his
large grassroots follow-
ing, but with his stated
exit from politics, he has
implicitly given them the
freedom to act as they 
see fit. To avenge the

killing of unarmed loyal-
ists, al-Sadr’s militia
Saraya Salam clashed
with Iraqi security forces
in the Green Zone using
an array of weapons, in-
cluding mortars and
r o c k e t - p r o p e l l e d
grenades, two security of-
ficials said.

The militia also took
over some headquar-
ters belonging to rival

Iran-backed militia
groups in the southern
provinces overnight.

Iranian state television
cited unrests and curfew
in Iraqi cities for the rea-
son for the border clo-
sures. It urged Iranians
avoid any travel to Iraq
while urging Iran’s Shiite
pilgrims in Iraq to avoid
further travel between
cities.

Iraq’s government has
been deadlocked since al-
Sadr’s party won the
largest share of seats in
October parliamentary
elections but not enough
to secure a majority gov-
ernment.

His refusal to negotiate
with his Iran-backed
Shiite rivals and subse-
quent exit from the talks
has catapulted the coun-
try into political uncer-
tainty and volatility amid
intensifying intra-Shiite
wrangling.

Heavy gunfire rocks Iraq’s Green Zone amid violent protests

London, Aug 30 (AP):

The World Health
Organisation’s top director
in the Western Pacific, Dr.
Takeshi Kasai, has been in-
definitely removed from his
post, according to internal
correspondence obtained by
The Associated Press.

Kasai’s removal comes
months after an AP investi-
gation revealed that dozens
of staffers accused him of
racist, abusive and unethi-
cal behaviour that under-
mined the U.N. agency’s ef-
forts to stop the coronavirus
pandemic in Asia. WHO
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told
staff in the Western Pacific
in an email on Friday that
Kasai was on leave without
elaborating further.

Tedros said Deputy
Director-General, Dr.
Zsuzsanna Jakab, would be
arriving Tuesday in Manila,
WHO’s regional headquar-
ters, to ensure business con-

tinuity.
Two senior WHO officials

who asked not to be identi-
fied because they were not
authorised to speak to the
press, said Kasai had been
put on extended administra-
tive leave after internal in-
vestigators substantiated
some of the misconduct
complaints. In a statement,
WHO said it was unknown
how long Kasai would be
away. The U.N. health
agency said the investiga-
tion into him was continu-
ing and that it was believed
to be the first time a region-
al director had been re-
lieved of their duties. Kasai
did not respond to requests
for comment but previously

denied he used racist lan-
guage or acted unprofes-
sionally.

In January, the AP report-
ed that more than 30
unidentified staffers sent a
confidential complaint to
senior WHO leadership and
members of the organisa-
tion’s Executive Board, al-
leging that Kasai had creat-
ed a toxic atmosphere in
WHO’s offices across the
Western Pacific.

Documents and record-
ings showed Kasai made
racist remarks to his staff
and blamed the rise of
COVID-19 in some Pacific
countries on their lack of
capacity due to their inferi-
or culture, race and socioe-
conomics level.

Several WHO staffers
working under Kasai said
he improperly shared sensi-
tive coronavirus vaccine in-
formation to help Japan, his
home country, score politi-
cal points with its dona-
tions.

WHO director in Asia accused 
of racism, abuse put on leave

Colombo, Aug 30 (PTI):

Sri Lankan President
Ranil Wickremesinghe on
Tuesday appealed to all
parties to join the unity
government to tackle the
island nation’s worst-ever
economic crisis and pre-
vent “strong economies”
from using it as a “tool of
interference,” days after
India and China verbally
clashed over the docking
of a high-tech Chinese
ship at a port in the coun-
try.

His remarks came as he
presented the revised
budget for 2022 in his ca-
pacity as the minister of
finance.

“We can no longer be a
nation dependent on loan
assistance. We can also no
longer be used as a tool of

interference by other
countries with strong
e c o n o m i e s , ”
Wickremesinghe said
without naming any coun-
try.

However, his remarks
came days after China and
India verbally clashed
over the docking of ‘Yuan
Wang 5’ at Sri Lanka’s
Hambantota port.

All this can be achieved,
only if we work together
in unity with common
consent. I reiterate the in-
vitation to all the parties
represented in this
Parliament to join an all-

party government. Since
this unprecedented situa-
tion is the responsibility of
us all, and therefore need
to prioritise the necessi-
ties of the country .

Sri Lanka granted the
port access to the vessel
from August 16 to 22.

There were apprehen-
sions in New Delhi about
the possibility of the
Chinese vessel’s tracking
systems attempting to
snoop on Indian defence
installations while being
on its way to the Sri
Lankan port.

India on Saturday hit

back at China for alleging
that it was “interfering” in
Sri Lanka’s internal af-
fairs, firmly telling Beijing
that what Colombo needs
now was “support, not un-
wanted pressure or unnec-
essary controversies” to
serve another country’s
agenda.

Since becoming stop-gap
president to fill in the void
left by his ousted predeces-
sor Gotabaya Rajapaksa
m i d - J u l y ,
Wickremesinghe’s efforts
to bring in a government
of unity had so far failed.

Some parties say that
they will not join an all-
party government due to
action by the government
which they cannot con-
done. Others express a re-
luctance to join due to
their opposition to the
policies,” he said.

The proposal for an all-
party government was
mooted in early April
amidst widespread public
unrest over the previous
government led by former

President Rajapaksa’s
mishandling of the eco-
nomic crisis.

Rajapaksa’s call to form
an all-party government
was ignored by the opposi-
tion parties.

Sri Lanka has been wit-
nessing one of the worst
economic crises since its
Independence in 1948.
They have defaulted on in-
ternational loans as well.

Sri Lanka’s economic
crisis turned into a politi-
cal crisis after thousands
of youth-led apolitical pro-
testers started street
demonstrations in March
this year, demanding the
then President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and his cabinet
to resign after their failure
in economic and fertilizer
policies.

The United Nations has
warned that 5.7 million
people require immediate
humanitarian assistance,
with Sri Lankans experi-
encing extreme shortages
of essentials including
food, fuel and medicines.

President Wickremesinghe asks parties to join unity govt

Islamabad, Aug 30 (PTI):

Pakistan government has
set up a nodal disaster
agency to provide an insti-
tutional response to the dev-
astating floods caused by
record monsoon rains that
has displaced more than 33
million or one-seventh of
the country’s population.

The country-wide death
toll has touched 1,136 as of
Monday, with over 1,634 in-
jured and 33 million dis-
placed, according to the lat-
est data issued by the
National Disaster
Management Authority, the
chief national body tasked

to deal with calamities.
Pakistan’s Interior

Minister Ahsan Iqbal said
on Tuesday that the country
would need more than USD
10 billion to rebuild the in-
frastructure devastated by
the raging floods, which
roughly translates to 3 per
cent of the country’s GDP.

The Shehbaz Sharif-led
federal government on
Monday set up the National
Flood Response and
Coordination Centre, which
will comprise federal minis-
ters, representatives of
armed forces, chief minis-
ters and experts to provide
proper institutional re-
sponse to the calamity.

The Centre will serve as a
bridge between disaster
management authorities,
donors and government in-
stitutions. It will collect and
analyse latest information

and pass it on to the rele-
vant government agencies.
It will also oversee rescue
and relief work including
restoration of infrastruc-
ture, the PM Office tweeted
after the meeting.

The move comes as the
“2022 Pakistan Floods
Response Plan (FRP)” is
being jointly launched by
the Pakistan government
and the United Nations on
Tuesday, simultaneously in
Islamabad and Geneva.

Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari delivered
the keynote address at the
launch event, hosted by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

“What we are facing
today has been an above av-
erage monsoon. It’s an en-
tirely new level of climate
led catastrophe. Nature is
sending us all a new mes-
sage, and because of its geo-

graphical location, Pakistan
has become the ground zero
for this century’s biggest
threat;global warming,”
Bilawal said. The confer-
ence was also addressed by
the UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres. Pakistan
is awash in suffering...the
Pakistani people are facing
a monsoon on steroids the
relentless impact of epochal
levels of rain and flooding,”
Guterres said in a video
message. The FRP will com-
plement Pakistan govern-
ment’s overall humanitari-
an response to the recent
floods caused by unprece-
dented rains in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, aid contin-
ued to pour in as Canada an-
nounced aid worth USD 5
million, while the Chinese
government has pledged 100
million yuan to the
Pakistan government.

Pakistan government sets up
national disaster agency

 To tackle devasta-
tion caused by
unprecedented
floods

To prevent Sri
Lanka from being
used as ‘tool of
interference’

An armed member of Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigade),
the military wing affiliated with Shiite cleric Moqtada al-
Sadr, helps a woman fire a machine gun during clashes
with Iraqi security forces in Baghdad’s Green Zone on
August 30.

O n the morning news, you
see the weather forecast

is for high heat, and there is an
excessive heat watch for later
in the week. You were hoping
the weather would cool down,
but yet another heat wave is
threatening human health and
increasing the chance of wild-
fires. On top of these warm
days and nights, air quality
data has been showing un-
healthy levels of pollution.
Sound familiar? This scenario
is increasingly the new normal
in many parts of the world.
High heat and air pollution are
each problematic for human
health, particularly for vulner-
able populations such as older
adults. But what happens when
they hit at the same time? We
examined over 1.5 million
deaths from 2014 to 2020 regis-
tered in California a state
prone to summer heat waves
and air pollution from wild-
fires to find out.

Deaths spike when 
both risks are high

The number of deaths rose
both on hot days and on days
with high levels of fine partic-
ulate air pollution, known as
PM2.5. But on days when an

area was hit with a double
whammy of both high heat
and high air pollution, the ef-
fects were much higher than
for each condition alone. The
risk of death on those extra-
hot and polluted days was
about three times greater than
the effect of either high heat or
high air pollution alone. The
more extreme the tempera-
tures and pollution, the higher
the risk. During the top 10% of
hottest and most polluted days,
the risk of death increased by
4% compared to days without
extremes. During the top 1%, it
increased by 21%; and among
older adults over age 75, the
risk of death increased by
more than a third on those
days.

Why risks are higher 
when both hit at once

There are several ways the
combined exposure to ex-
treme heat and particulate
air pollution can harm
human health. Oxidative
stress is the most common bi-
ological pathway linked with
particulate air pollution and
heat exposure. Oxidative
stress is an imbalance be-
tween production of highly
reactive molecules known as
reactive oxygen species, or
ROS, and the body's ability to
remove them. It's been linked
with lung diseases, among
other illnesses.

Antioxidants help clean up
these molecules, but particu-
late air pollution and heat dis-
rupt this balance through ex-
cessive metabolic ROS pro-
duction and lowered antioxi-
dant activity. Our research
also showed that the effects of

particulate air pollution and
heat extremes were larger
when high nighttime temper-
ature and pollution occurred
together. High nighttime tem-
peratures can interfere with
normal sleep and potentially
contribute to chronic health
conditions such as heart dis-
ease and obesity, and disrupt
how the body regulates tem-
perature.

Older adults may be more
susceptible to effects of ex-
treme heat and air pollution
exposure, in part because this
stress comes on top of age-re-
lated chronic health condi-
tions like heart disease, high
blood pressure, diabetes or
chronic lung disease.
Impaired body temperature
regulation in response to heat
can also occur with aging.
And older adults may be less
mobile and therefore less able
to get to cooling centers or to
medical care and be less able
to afford air conditioning.

A future of high tempera-
tures and air pollution

This isn't just a California
problem. Climate change will
increase exposure to high
heat and air pollution in
many parts of the country.
Yearly average temperatures
in the US are already more
than 1.8 degrees Fahrenheit
(1 degree Celsius) warmer
than at the beginning of the
1900s. By the end of this cen-
tury, global temperatures are
on pace to be nearly 5 F (2.7 C)
warmer. Dangerous extreme
heat waves, currently rare,
will become more common.
Changing climate is also af-
fecting levels of outdoor fine

particulate pollution for ex-
ample, through weather
changes such as air stagna-
tion events, wind and dust
storms, and drier and
warmer conditions that con-
tribute to increasingly fre-
quent and intense wildfires.

What to do to stay safe
Further research is needed

to better understand these ef-
fects, such as the full impact
of wildfire smoke exposure.
However, enough is known
that people should take meas-
ures to reduce their risk of
harm during periods of ex-
treme heat or air pollution.
That means staying well hy-
drated and keeping cool.
Shopping malls and other air-
conditioned public spaces
can provide a refuge from
heat. Home air conditioning,
especially during nighttime,
can reduce mortality. A
portable air filter in the bed-
room can markedly reduce
particle pollution levels.

People with symptoms of
heat stress, such as headache,
nausea, dizziness or confu-
sion, especially the elderly,
should seek medical care.
Many county and state health
departments already provide
alerts about extreme heat and
extreme air pollution.
Developing a special category
of alert during co-occurring
extremes may be beneficial to
public health. Governments
also need to take steps now to
avoid the worst future cli-
mate change scenarios. Some
best practices for cities in-
clude creating cooling shade
cover and green space that
will also reduce particle pol-
lution.
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Whither Cong?
Sycophancy Supreme

For the present worsen-
ing condition of the Cong
we have to go backward to
the period of VP Singh
when he revolted against
the Cong on the issue of
bribery in the Bofors case
and till today no such kick-
backs had been established
and it was the starting time
when Cong started weaken-
ing due to weak organisa-
tional skills. No doubt in
other parties also such type
of instances do occur but
they had managed it with
managerial skills.We know
in the last assembly elec-
tions in Maharashtra there
was no alliance between
Shiv Sena and BJP but the
BJP declared that no leader
will speak against Shiv Sena
founder Bal Thackeray who
at that time was no more
and in the same way politi-
cal alliances between BJP
and Akali Dal was broken
but even then as per media
reports name of Parkash
Singh Badal was considered
for post of Vice President.
And both these examples
show how to manage the
crises in the party and such
type of political skills was
required at the time of re-
volt by then VP Singh.
Second time Cong was de-
throned in 2014 on the basis
of wide corruption in allot-
ment of 2G spectrum where-
as there was not a single
Paisa corruption as was in
the Bofors case and in both
these cases there was not a
minute corruption and both
these were based on false
propaganda and it was the
weakness of the party that
false propaganda could not
be countered by the Cong
party. Now we see the  fate of
2019 when battle of election
was based on Rafale scam
but the party utterly failed
to convince the voters that
there was scam in Rafale
planes but the Cong party
could not win the so much
seats where the party may
get the status of opposition
leader. From the above three
examples it is very much
clear that there is need of
deep introspection in the
party and find the ways to
revive the party and should
shun the sycophancy which
is at present supreme.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar 

Congress needs
reforms

It is too late an exercise as
the party’s graph is falling.
As more and more party loy-
alists are leaving, the party
is crumbling like a house of
cards. With ad hoc leader-
ship, it cannot lead the
masses to face the existen-
tial crisis amid desertion by
top functionaries. The party
needs an infusion of young
blood and dedicated cadres
to give a new lease of life to
the organisation which is
lying in a dormant state.
The Congress should shun
sycophants and go for real-
time reforms.

Anil vinayak, Amritsar
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A worker transports an idol of Lord Ganesha to a place of worship ahead of the first day of the ten-day-long Ganesh Chaturthi
festival, in Gurugram, Tuesday, Aug. 30.

Heat waves+air pollution can 
be a deadly combination

GANESH CHATURTHI FESTIVAL

A cup of tea just got a bit more
relaxing. Tea can be part of a

healthy diet and people who drink
tea may even be a little more likely
to live longer than those who don't,
according to a large study. Tea con-
tains helpful substances known to
reduce inflammation. Past studies
in China and Japan, where green
tea is popular, suggested health ben-
efits. The new study extends the
good news to the UK's favourite
drink: black tea.

Scientists from the U.S. National
Cancer Institute asked about the tea
habits of nearly a half million
adults in the United Kingdom, then
followed them for up to 14 years.
They adjusted for risk factors such
as health, socio-economics, smok-
ing, alcohol intake, diet, age, race
and gender. Higher tea intake two or
more cups daily was linked to a
modest benefit: a 9% to 13% lower
risk of death from any cause vs.
non-tea drinkers. Tea temperature,
or adding milk or sugar, didn't

change the results. The study, pub-
lished Monday in Annals of
Internal Medicine, found the associ-
ation held up for heart disease
deaths, but there was no clear trend
for cancer deaths.

Researchers weren't sure why, but
it's possible there weren't enough
cancer deaths for any effect to show
up, said Maki Inoue-Choi, who led
the study. A study like this, based on
observing people's habits and
health, can't prove cause and effect.
Observational studies like this al-
ways raise the question: Is there
something else about tea drinkers
that makes them healthier? said
Marion Nestle, a professor of food
studies at New York University. I
like tea. It's great to drink. But a cau-
tious interpretation seems like a
good idea. There's not enough evi-
dence to advise changing tea habits,
said Inoue-Choi. If you drink one
cup a day already, I think that is
good," she said. And please enjoy
your cup of tea.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
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ERIKA GARCIA

T he government headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has come out with flying colours in curbing hinterland ter-

ror, with only seven such extremist attacks reported in the past
over eight years of  the NDA rule. There was minimal loss of  life --
11 civilians and 11 security personnel were killed, and 52 civilians
and 44 security forces were injured from 2014 till date. Modi as-
sumed office in the summer of 2014. An RTI query had sought de-
tails of all terror strikes that took place in India, from 2004 till
date, which included the UPA government under then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and till the current NDA government
under  PM  Modi.  The  other startling revelations that came to
light in the RTI reply were that during the UPA regime from 2004-
2013, a total of  42 hinterland terror attacks were reported where
853 civilians and18 security personnel were killed leaving 3,147
civilians injured, with zero casualties on the security side.The data
indicates that 2008 and 2006 were the worst years in terms of  ex-
tremist strikes in the hinterlands, recording 306 and 238 civilian
deaths plus 833 and 1,266 civilian injuries, respectively. This in-
cludes the 26/11 Mumbai  terror  attacks.  In  2008,  which in-
cludes the dastardly 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, 18 security
personnel were killed and 9 terrorists from Pakistan were killed
while one Ajmal Kasab was caught alive, tried and secretly
hanged in November, 2012. The other major incidents of 2008 in-
clude attacks in Rampur (Uttar Pradesh), Jaipur, Bengaluru,
Ahmedabad, Delhi, Mehrauli, Malegaon,Gujarat Agartala, Imphal
and Assam. The 2006 data comprises the terror strikes in
Ahmedabad railway station, Mumbai 7/11 serial bomb blasts in
suburban trains and the Malegaon blasts. In the aftermath of
these incidents, the Centre  took  various  administrative  and leg-
islative measures to rein in hinterland terrorism. These include
augmenting the Central Armed Police Force strength, capacity
building of  special forces, modernising the (state) police forces,
tighter immigration controls, upgrading intelligence set-up and
coastal security, and giving more teeth to the UAP and NIA acts. In
the cases handled by NIA, the conviction rate has reached 94 per
cent from  75  per  cent  in  2014.  The  National Investigation
Agency will have branches in all the states by May 2024. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah said the Modi government took all ef-
forts to strengthen probe agencies such as the NIA and anti-terror
laws in line with its policy of zero tolerance towards terrorism. The
Modi  government  has  adopted  zero tolerance policy against
Left Wing Extremism, terrorism and other related crimes includ-
ing fake  currency  and  narcotics.  Left  Wing Extremism is now
restricted to only a few districts in the country. Earlier LWE was
spread to 120 districts but it has now shrunk to only 46 districts.
The government has also tried to make Kashmir terror-free ever
since it came to power. Peace is being witnessed in Kashmir after
the abrogation of Article 370.

Fall in hinterland terror

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Y ear after year, Ganesh’s devotees look forward to his annual
coming, “GANESH CHATURTHI”. Ganesh Chaturthi falls

every year on the fourth day Bhadrapad (August-September).
This year Ganesh Chaturthi falls on August 31st . Who does not
know Ganesha? Ganesha, the pot-bellied figure with rounded,
childish limbs and an elephant’s head with one tusk broken, has
four arms holding a goad, a noose, a broken tusk and a bowl of
sweets. He is well-known deity not only because it has been or-
dained that before beginning any puja or worshipping any other
God, one must first pray to Him. Apart from Krishna, Ganesha is
the only other God in whom we find childlike innocence. A prayer
in the Rig Veda invoking Ganesha shows that he has been wor-
shipped since very ancient times. The sacred symbol “Om”, as
written in Sanskrit is said to represent him. He is praised at the
beginning of any ceremony or undertaking and has a thousand
names, including Ganesh, Ganapati, Gajendra, Siddhadata,
Vinayaka, Ekadanta etc. all of which should recited to avert evil
and ensure success and well-being.  Now let us see how Ganesh
got his name (title) Ganapati ? Once Gods were to select a leader
amongst themselves and for this, they had a race. They were to
go round the universe thrice and in this race the God who return
first would be a winner. The Gods, including Kartikeya (Ganesha’s
younger brother) set out on their swift mounts and the fat
Ganesha was left behind with his vehicle mouse. Ganesha went
round his parents Shiva-Parvati thrice and returned to the finish-
ing point and was declared first. All the Gods who had competed
agreed that after all Ganesha had been round his universe and
thus he deserved to win. Thus Ganesh became ‘GANANAYAK,” the
leader of Shiva’s ‘GANAS”  and it was decreed that people must
offer him worship as the remover of all obstacles, before they
begin any suspicious work or offer puja to any other God. Ganesha
today is worshipped with prayer and meditation but is rarely the
primary deity of devotion, except in Maharashtra where puja is of-
fered to him and colorful procession are taken out. The history of
Maharashtra since the last two hundred years is recounted and
eminent, Maharashtrian politicians remembered. Ganesha
Chaturthi festival has provided that symbol for Hindu regenera-
tion in Maharashtra. Ganesha lends power in the world of action
and offers protection, opens doors and given success to other
Gods and Goddesses. Now let us see what Ganesha embodies
within his frame and what his name signifies: “Ganesha’s potbelly
or “lambda” signifies that the entire universe or “Brahma” is with-
in Gnash. The ever-moving trunk teaches us to be active. In his
four hands”Chaturbhuja”, Ganesha carries the pasha (rope),
ankusha (Curved weapon), the modaka (sweets ladoos) an offer-
ing which his devotees must make to him, if they wish to please
him. His fourth hand is folded in benefiction to his devotees, as-
suring them of his help and protection. Now, you all might be won-
dering why Ganesha the all-dynamic Number One God should ride
a rat. There is a reason. The rate is traditionally associated with
emotions like anger, pride and selfishness. Ganesha’s riding rat
means, the God keeps these feelings under control.

Lord Ganesha’s 
BIG HEAD inspires us to think big and think profitably, 
the BIG EARS prompt us to list patiently to new ideas and 

suggestions, 
the NARROW EYES point to deep concentration need to finish

tasks in hand well and quickly, 
the LONG NOSE tells us to poke around inquisitively to learn

more and 
the SMALL MOUTH reminds us to speak less and listen more.

Today, Lord Ganesha  is still with us. He stays with us for 
complete ten days every year, before his idol is immersed in water
with the prayer, “Please come soon next year.” 

Lord Ganesha stays our 
mentor and protector

Tea drinkers enjoy possible
health benefits, study suggests Chandini Bharadwaj

D o you think women are really
safe in India? Do you think

women can do everything? Do you
think they can go everywhere with-
out worrying about anything? Or do
they have all the freedoms like men?
Let's discuss. Women's safety is our
need. Everybody should make our
country a more secure spot for
women so that they can live peaceful-
ly. It is anything but a singular obli-
gation. However, everybody, includ-
ing government, corporates and peo-
ple, have to take responsibility. If we
explore the internet, there are many
stories of girls/women being physi-
cally abused at different places -
sometimes by cab drivers, sometimes
in metros. Sometimes they become
victims of acid attacks, some girls
are married off in their childhood
and in many places, female infanti-
cide is still practiced. In every cul-
ture, every country, every religion
and every society, women have to en-
dure the most.

Every person has the freedom to
feel safe. The Indian Constitution

states that every person is even be-
fore the law. But unfortunately, it is
not practiced everywhere. Women
and girls around the world should be
given access to education, they
should be able to freely walk in any
place, reach hospitals, get the oppor-
tunity of choosing a career, have the
freedom to choose their marriage
partner and also the freedom to wear
the clothes of their choice. They
should not be punished for the selec-
tion of garments, friends, and other
extra-curricular activities.
Education is the demand of the hour.
We can encourage women's power by
working on their potential and em-
powering them. The government
should give information, advise, clin-
ical and psycho-social care to women
at risk. Women empowerment en-
courages equality between women
and men and supports women by al-
lowing them with power and courage
to be the decision makers of their
lives. Women's empowerment in
India has achieved power with the
support of women's welfare organi-
zations by giving them all the re-
quired support.

Ensuring women’s safety 
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BRIEF

Shyam Steel
New Delhi: TMT bar
manufacturer Shyam
Steel on Tuesday said
it plans to double its
turnover to Rs 9,000
crore in the next three
years. The company
clocked a turnover of
Rs 4,500 crore in 2021-
22. Shyam Steel direc-
tor Lalit Beriwala told
reporters here the
company will pump in
Rs 1,500 crore to set up
a 0.35 million tonnes
per annum plant to
manufacture TMT
bars in West Bengal
and has already got
600 acres of land from
the state government
for the same.

House price index
Mumbai: The all
India house price
index (HPI) rose by 3.5
per cent year-on-year
in the first quarter of
2022-23, according to
data released by the
Reserve Bank of
India. The growth in
the HPI was 1.8 per
cent during January-
March and 2 per cent
in the April-June
quarter of 2021-22.
The RBI said the year-
on-year movements in
HPI varied widely
across the cities -
ranging from a
growth of 16 per cent
in Kolkata to a con-
traction of 4 per cent
in Bengaluru.

Alliance Air
Mumbai: Alliance
Air on Tuesday said it
will restart flight
services to Shimla
from Delhi, starting
September 6. Earlier,
the services on the
route were withdrawn
due to several rea-
sons. In July 2017,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had
flagged off the first
flight between Shimla
and Delhi, operated
by Alliance Air under
the government's re-
gional connectivity
scheme. Alliance Air
said it will now fly
daily with its regional
jet, ATR42-600, from
September 6.

GJEPC
Mumbai: The Gem
and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
(GJEPC) on Tuesday
said it has appointed
Vipul Shah as its
Chairman for two
years. The GJEPC
board members elect-
ed Shah as the
Chairman for the peri-
od of September 2022-
2024, the apex indus-
try body in a state-
ment said, adding he
was the vice chair-
man for 2020-22. "I feel
privileged to return to
the role of GJEPC
chairman in these ex-
citing times. The
Indian gem and jew-
ellery industry is at
the start of yet anoth-
er growth phase and is
set to achieve the gov-
ernment's export tar-
get for our sector, of
USD 45.7 billion in
2022-23," Shah said.

Non-food bank
Mumbai: Banks'
non-food credit regis-
tered a growth of 15.1
per cent in July as
compared to 5.1 per
cent a year ago, RBI
data showed. Loans
to agriculture and al-
lied activities im-
proved to 13.2 per
cent in July 2022 from
11.1 per cent in the
year-ago period, ac-
cording to the
Reserve Bank of
India's (RBI) Sectoral
Deployment of Bank
Credit for July 2022
released on Tuesday.
The growth in credit
to industry accelerat-
ed to 10.5 per cent in
July 2022 from 0.4 per
cent in July last year.

SHOPPING

A girl pushes a shopping cart as she buys school supplies at a supermarket in Lille, northern France, on August 30, 
a few days before the start of the school year.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The government is look-
ing to promote more than
10,000 startups in the next
5-6 years under the GENE-
SIS programme, Ministry
of Electronics and IT
(Meity) Secretary Alkesh
Kumar Sharma said on
Tuesday.

Kumar also said he has
not seen any startup run-
ning for funds and instead
they are looking for
growth opportunities
through various means.

"Funding is not an issue.
We are now moving to
level next where Genesis
is coming. We are going to
launch. We are going to
promote 10,000 startups in
the next 5-6 years,"
Sharma said.

He was responding to
question about possible
funding winter that could
lead to shortage of funds
for startups.

In July, the government
launched the Digital India
GENESIS (Gen-Next
Support for Innovative
Startups). The programme
has an outlay of Rs 750

crore. Sharma participat-
ed in a briefing session
with various startup rep-
resentatives to understand
their issues.

Representatives of
KidEx, Teralumens,
iMumz, Recur Club,
A y u R h y t m ,
K r i s h i f y F a r m s t o c k ,
BlueSemi R&D Pvt Ltd,
Gurutvaa Systems and
Next Skills 360, participat-
ed in the meeting.

At present, India has
more than 73,000 startups
and out of them, more
than 100 are unicorns or
those with USD 1 billion
valuation.

"We are helping startups
in product development
from where they can pick
up business," Sharma
said.

Meity is already run-
ning a programme Startup
Accelerator of MeitY for
Product Innovation,
Development & Growth
(SAMRIDH) under which
it plans to select 300 start-
ups and provide each of
them funding support of
up to Rs 40 lakh.

Meity Additional
Secretary Bhuvnesh
Kumar said the ministry
has partnered with 22 ac-
celerators for Samridh.
The entire scheme outlay
is Rs 100 crore and the gov-
ernment is partnering ac-
celerators who will con-
nect to them to venture
capitalists.

"The government will
match the fund which
startups get from venture
capitalists," Kumar said.

IT ministry to promote 10,000 
startups in next 5-6 years: AK Sharma Mumbai, Aug 29:  

Today, Reliance Industries
went live on Koo, conduct-
ing their 45th Annual
General Meeting. Making
Koo the only other home-
grown platform on which
they have gone live for the
first time. Reliance
Industries started their ac-
count on Koo on Aug 8 2022
and have been posting cor-
porate updates regularly
since then.

Multi-lingual social
media platform - Koo - has
rolled out ‘Live’ feature to a
select few accounts. This
will enable creators to reach
out to a wide range of audi-
ence that spans across
length and breadth of India.
There are 7,500+ eminent ac-
counts on Koo, including top
Industrialists and corporate
accounts.

Being an inclusive plat-

form built around a lan-
guage-first approach, Koo
has a diverse demographic
of users. There are several
product features on Koo that
enable companies like
Reliance to reach out to a
wide range of audience who
are native language speak-
ers and essentially also ex-
clusively on platforms like
Koo.

Aprameya Radhakrishna,
CEO & Co-Founder of Koo
said, “Reliance group is the
largest Indian multinational
conglomerate, among the
top employers with cus-
tomers spanning across
India. It’s a moment of pride
to have Reliance Industries
go live on the Koo platform
for their 45th Annual
General Meeting (AGM). It
is exciting for Koo users,
some of whom are also
stakeholders of companies
like Reliance Industries, to

hear regularly and in a time-
ly way from the company di-
rectly. Given the nature of
language diversity in India,
it’s becoming increasingly
important for companies to
communicate to users in
multiple native languages.
Koo seamlessly enables this
for all companies today. I’m
sure many other brands and
corporations will follow
suit.”

As an inclusive platform,
Koo champions digital free-
dom of expression, encour-
aging users to share their
thoughts and opinions in a
language of their choice.
Since its inception in March
2020, Koo has seen extensive
adoption from across India,
including by leading brands
like Amul, Punjab National
Bank, HDFC, Yahoo India,
among others which is re-
flected in its downloads of 45
million.

Reliance Industries Conducts
45th AGM live on Koo

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI):

Benchmark BSE Sensex
and Nifty soared over 2.5 per
cent to log their best single-
day gain in more than three
months on Tuesday driven
by value buying in banking,
IT and oil stocks amid
mixed global cues.

The 30-share Sensex
jumped 1,564.45 points or
2.70 per cent to settle at more
than one-week high of
59,537.07. During the day, it
zoomed 1,627.16 points or
2.80 per cent to a day's high
of 59,599.78.

The broader NSE Nifty
spurted 446.40 points or 2.58
per cent to close at 17,759.30
as all 50 components ad-
vanced. The key indices
logged their best single-day
gain since May 20. The in-
dices had tumbled more
than 1.4 per cent on Monday
after US Federal Bank chair
Jerome Powell indicated
last week that the central

bank will stick to a strategy
of rate hikes to cool infla-
tion. Making a sharp recov-
ery, all the 30 Sensex shares
ended in the green. Bajaj
Finserv rallied the most by
5.47 per cent, followed by
Bajaj Finance which
jumped 4.86 per cent.

IndusInd Bank jumped
4.38 per cent, Tech
Mahindra by 3.96 per cent,
ICICI Bank by 3.72 per cent,
Kotak Mahindra Bank by
3.46 per cent, Tata Steel by
3.29 per cent and HDFC by

3.28 per cent.
Gains in Reliance

Industries, HDFC Bank,
Infosys, TCS, HUL, SBI,
Axis Bank and ITC fuelled
the rally.

"Today's rebound indi-
cates the domestic econo-
my's resilience in compari-
son to its global peers.
Although the markets are
currently at premium valua-
tions, continued support
from foreign investors aided
domestic stocks to inch
higher," said Vinod Nair,

Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

A correction in crude oil
prices and losses in the US
dollar in the global markets
also boosted the investor
sentiment, analysts said.

"Markets made a remark-
able recovery and gained
over two-and-a-half per cent
amid mixed global cues.
After the gap-up start, the
benchmark moved from
strength to strength till the
end and settled around the
day's high," Ajit Mishra, VP-
Research, Religare Broking,
said.

All the sectoral indices
participated in the move
wherein banking and finan-
cials contributed the maxi-
mum. In line with the trend,
the market breadth was also
inclined strongly on the ad-
vancing side, he said.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge jumped
1.97 per cent and smallcap
index climbed 1.40 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty rebound over 2.5 pc on
strong gains in banking, IT stocks

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The price of aluminium is like-
ly to go up in the medium
term due to factors like surge
in demand, Crisil Research on
Tuesday said. The price of the
metal fell 45 per cent from the
March 2022 peak to around
2,400 dollar per tonne now
due to factors like lockdown in
China. "Aluminium prices have
likely bottomed out and should
rise over the medium term,
supported by two structural
drivers: limited smelter capac-
ity additions and uptick in
demand," it said in a state-
ment. Limited capacity addi-
tions over the next five years
will be crucial to pick up in the
prices of aluminium, it said.
The demand for aluminium is
likely to see a structural
growth over the medium term
on account of global green
investments, including electric
vehicles, solar panels and
renewable energy grids, most
of which have high intensity of
aluminium use.

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI):

Kotak Mahindra Bank
on Tuesday pitched at the
RBI for a standardisation
in fraud reporting, after
data showed the private
sector lender has been wit-
nessing huge number of
such cases.

The appeal from Kotak
Mahindra Bank came days
after reports citing official
data said the lender report-
ed 5,278 cases of fraud in
the first quarter of FY23,
as against only 9 for the na-
tion's largest lender SBI.

The bank clarified on
Tuesday that 97 per cent of
the overall 5,000 incidents
of fraud were due to cus-
tomers unwittingly com-
promising their creden-
tials by clicking on un-
known links, or giving ac-
cess to their devices or
sharing their credentials
with unscrupulous indi-

viduals willingly. "It is our
submission that other
banks do not appear to be
exhaustively or uniformly
reporting these types of
frauds," it said. The bank
said it had written to the
RBI on Tuesday and also
earlier on March 17, 2022 "
to enforce standardisation
in reporting require-
ments". The bank claimed
it has been reporting
frauds as per regulatory
requirements which in-
cludes data on instances of
skimming, phishing, vish-
ing, e-commerce frauds,
across debit cards, credit
cards, UPI, mobile bank-
ing, internet banking and
payment gateways.

It has been reporting
data regardless of
whether customers or the
bank faced losses, or
whether the fraud
amounts were recovered
eventually.

Kotak Mahindra Bank
pitches for standardising

fraud reporting to RBI

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI):

Adani Electricity
Mumbai (AEML) on
Tuesday said it is investing
Rs 500 crore to install
smart meters for seven
lakh consumers in the fi-
nancial capital by the end
of 2023.

The power discom, a
unit of the listed Adani
Transmission, said the 7
lakh smart meters is the
first phase target and the
remaining 20 lakh con-
sumers will get smart me-
ters by the end of FY25.

It has installed 1.10 lakh
of such smart meters, and
the remaining 5.90 lakh
will be done by 2023-end to
finish the first phase, chief
operating officer Kapil
Sharma told reporters.

The meters will help con-
sumers to get real-time up-
dates on power consump-

tion, and also enable the
company to improve its col-
lection efficiency in case of
non-payment as it can dis-
connect a meter remotely,
Sharma said. Each unit of
the smart meter costs up to
Rs 1,000 extra, but the sav-
ings in the operating ex-
penses accruing over time
outweigh the costs borne
upfront, the company's
managing director and
chief executive Kandarp
Patel said. The cost of the
additional expenditure will
have to be borne by the cus-
tomers finally, but the ener-
gy bill hikes will be "in-
significant" given the ad-
vantages of such meters,
Patel said. The Rs 500 crore
capital expenditure is
being done through inter-
nal accruals and the com-
pany has no plans for any
equity infusion, Patel said.
The company, which has

been operating for the last
four years following the Rs
18,000-crore acquisition of
Reliance Energy from Anil
Dhirubhai Ambani Group,
has been investing up to Rs
1,500 crore per annum in
various technology and
network improvement ini-
tiatives every year, Patel
said. He said it plans to con-
tinue with the same rate of
investments for the next
two years as well, and will
then take a considered call
on the requirements later.

It has not been able to in-
crease its market share
over the last four years,
and hopes that initiatives
on the services front will
help it, Patel said. On
Tuesday, it introduced a
video chat facility for con-
sumers, an artificial intelli-
gence-powered chatbot and
also kiosk machines for bill
payments.

Adani Electricity investing Rs 500 cr for
smart meter installations in Mumbai

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The total number of elec-
tric vehicles on Indian
roads is likely to touch 5
crore by 2030, presenting an
enormous opportunity for
players in the charging
ecosystem, according to a
report by consultancy firm
KPMG.

A large increase in elec-
tric vehicles (EV) sales is
anticipated in India due to
favourable factors on de-
mand, supply and regulato-
ry front despite a low pene-
tration level of about 1 per
cent currently, KPMG said
in its report -- Electric vehi-
cle charging the next big op-
portunity. According to the
report, India's electric mo-
bility story is rapidly evolv-

ing, with EVs gradually en-
tering the mainstream, re-
sulting in a three-fold rise
in EV sales over the last fis-
cal year. The growth is cur-
rently being led by two-
wheeler (2W), three-wheel-
er (3W), and bus segments.

"As of March 2022, the
number of EVs on Indian
roads had surpassed one
million. This number is

likely to grow to 45-50 mil-
lion EVs on road by 2030," it
said. This presents an enor-
mous opportunity for play-
ers in the EV charging
ecosystem.

"Currently, only about
1,700 public charging sta-
tions are operational across
the country which is inade-
quate to support the EV
growth," the report added.

There has been a strong
government push to im-
prove penetration of charg-
ing networks and increas-
ing interest from public and
private players, which is
likely to bring in the much-
required investments in
this space, it said.

The charging infrastruc-
ture market is slated for an
exponential growth with a
mix of factors expected to
determine the volumes and
type of charging solutions
required.

In terms of growth poten-
tial in the charging busi-
ness, the KPMG report said
in the two-wheeler segment
a 15-20 per cent growth is
expected by 2025, which is
slated to rise even further to
50-60 per cent by 2030.

Electric vehicles on Indian roads
to touch 5cr by 2030: KPMG

Sebi slaps Rs 1.25 cr

fine on 5 entities
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Capital markets regulator Sebi on
Tuesday imposed a penalty
totalling Rs 1.25 crore on Nakoda
Ltd and four other persons in a
case pertaining to fraudulent
issuance of the company's Global
Depository Receipts (GDR). The
four persons penalised by the reg-
ulator are -- DB Jain, BG Jain,
Arun Pachariya and Mukesh
Chauradiya. They have been
directed to pay the penalty within
45 days, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
said in an order.
The regulator conducted an inves-
tigation against several Indian
companies that had issued GDRs
in overseas markets. It had
probed the GDR issue of Nakoda
during the issuance of such
receipts in November- December
2010, to ascertain whether GDRs
were issued with the intention of
defrauding Indian investors and
appropriate disclosures with
respect to the Listing Agreement

if any were made.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The government has no plans as
of now to impose any restric-
tions on exports of rice and
there are adequate buffer stocks
to meet the domestic require-
ments, according to an official
source. There were some discus-
sions on imposing curbs on rice
exports but no decision has been
taken yet. The government is
unlikely to put in any place
restrictions, the source said.
India, the world's second largest
rice producer after China, com-
mands 40 per cent share in the
global trade.
The country exported 21.2 mil-
lion tonnes of rice in 2021-22 fis-
cal year, of which 3.94 million
tonnes were basmati rice. It
exported non-basmati rice worth
USD 6.11 billion in the same
period, as per official data. The
country exported non-basmati
rice to more than 150 countries

in 2021-22. With area under cov-
erage for paddy down by 6 per
cent to 367.55 lakh hectares so
far this kharif sowing season
due to less rains in some states,
there are concerns that produc-
tion of rice may fall in the 2022-
23 crop year (July-June).
Traders fear that the current sit-
uation might force the Centre to
impose some restrictions on
exports of rice as is now the
case with wheat.
Till August 26 of the current
kharif season, less paddy area
has been mainly reported from
Jharkhand 10.51 lakh hectares
(ha), West Bengal (4.62 lakh ha),
Chhattisgarh (3.45 lakh ha),
Uttar Pradesh (2.63 lakh ha),
Bihar (2.40 lakh ha), and Odisha
(2.24 lakh ha).
Paddy is the main kharif crop,
sowing of which begins with the
onset of the southwest monsoon
from June and harvesting starts
from October onwards.

‘Govt has no plans as of
now to curb rice exports’

Aluminium prices
may go up over 

medium term: Crisil

A
ctor Vidyut
Jammwal has
shared a video

poem dedicating it to the
victory of Team India in
Sunday's Asia Cup match
against Pakistan in which
Hardik Pandya hit three
boundaries and a six in
the last two overs at Dubai
International Stadium.

The actor wrote, playing
on the words of the title of
his recent film:

"Jab Khuda Ho Haafiz /
zindagi ke khel mein /
taiyaar hain hum

Jab Khuda ho Haafiz /
kabhi na rukein tere
kadam

Jab Khuda ho Haafiz /
Poore ho saare sapne

Jab Khuda ho Haafiz /
Lehraye jhanda desh ka
apne!

Andhere par hoti hai
ujaale ki jeet hamesha

Iss baar bhi jeentengey
/ chaahe deni pade Agni
Pariksha!

He ended the video with
a shout out to Rohit
Sharma and his Men in
Blue: "Team India, I love
you and I know that you
guys are all ready to go get
the Asia Cup for us. So, go
rule the game guys." On
the work front, Vidyut's
latest movie, 'Khuda
Haafiz Chapter 2: Agni
Pariksha,' which had an
unimpressive run on the
big screen, is going to
start streaming on ZEE5
from September 2. Written
and directed by Faruk
Kabir, 'Khuda Haafiz:
Chapter 2' is the sequel to
the 2020 film 'Khuda
Haafiz'. It has Vidyut
Jammwal, Shivaleeka
Oberoi, Sheeba Chaddha
and Dibyendu
Bhattacharya playing the
lead roles.

ACROSS

1. Duo

5. Tibetan priest

9. Player

14. Actress ____ Bancroft

15. One who mimics

16. San Antonio shrine

17. Glitch

18. Beaver projects

19. Large trucks

20. Sub finder

22. Work together

24. Mascara target

26. Robin's home

27. Receive via a will

29. Albany's canal

33. Roof of the mouth

36. Compass direction (abbr.)

37. Valley

38. How ____ you?

39. Stroke lovingly

40. Entire amount

41. Actress Mae ____

43. Tax agcy.

44. Not fine

47. Space org.

48. Teeter-totters

50. Actor Sean ____

52. Oval

56. Water ____ (like some watches)

60. Scoff

61. Female singers

62. Shopping bag

64. Inspiration

65. Location

66. On an ocean trip

67. Siestas

68. Legendary stories

69. Malicious look

70. If not

DOWN

1. Old hat

2. Bother

3. Foolish

4. Decorative clothing

5. Lass's mate

6. Southwestern Indian

7. Office message

8. Firebug

9. Freon and oxygen

10. Warned

11. Papa's mate

12. Send forth

13. Thorny bloom

21. Talk wildly

23. Tennis's ____ Sampras

25. That lady
28. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like

Heaven"
30. Raise
31. Misfortunes
32. She, in Bordeaux
33. Hock
34. Vicinity
35. Minus
39. Before birth
42. Cassava starch
43. Negative contraction
44. Baseball's ____ Ripken
45. Hooting birds
46. Foolish
49. Sofa
51. Snaky shapes
53. Bicycle part
54. Oozes
55. Make disappear
56. Knocks sharply
57. She, in Valencia
58. All-male party
59. Facial feature
63. Corn serving
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Your self-confidence may be a bit low and
you could doubt your abilities right now,
Aquarius. Don't get depressed or dis-
heartened. Your skills are excellent. Try to
look at your situation objectively and pin-
point why you aren't progressing in your
career as rapidly as you'd hoped. You may
be worried about money but know that
everything will work out in the end.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you may feel bored and frustrated
with your life's direction, Pisces. You feel
buried under responsibilities, with no time
left to do what you really want to do. You
have other interests to pursue but no time to
pursue them. It's frustrating. You might
want to rethink your priorities. If you're cre-
ative about time management, you'll be able
to find some time.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You're less optimistic and energetic than
usual, Aries. Your mind feels sluggish -
your whole body does, in fact. You're
either coming down with the flu or com-
pletely and thoroughly disheartened. This
would be a good day to take some time off.
Issues from the past may come back to
haunt you. Perhaps you should address
them once and for all.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may be discouraged about money
matters today, Taurus. Perhaps a raise
you'd been hoping for didn't come
through. Perhaps a professional project
didn't work out as you expected. Now is
the time to put your ingenuity to work and
figure out a way to earn the money you
need. Trust that you have the necessary
know-how. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

If work is beginning to feel more like a
burden than a joy, it may be time to
rethink your job, Gemini. Your personal-
ity is such that you need lots of room to
stretch and grow. If you feel stifled, you
know it's time to find a new profession-
al challenge. You're fortunate that your
skill set affords you many opportunities.
Choose carefully!

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You're especially in tune with the environ-
ment and the people around you today,
Cancer. Such sensitivity is new to you, and
you aren't exactly sure what to do with the
myriad messages that come into your
head, seemingly out of nowhere. Even
though this is outside your usual experi-
ence, try to accept rather than analyze.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You're drawn to public service, Leo. This
desire propels you to volunteer your serv-
ices with a group of some kind. You may
feel a bit awkward at first, but your natu-
ral leadership abilities will soon kick in.
The group will be left wondering how they
ever managed without you. Your talent
shines through once again. Well done!

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Don't take everything at face value
today, Virgo. Information you receive
might not be accurate. Someone could
be repeating gossip or even creating it
just to have something to talk about.
Don't take part in the discussion. Since
your workload is likely heavy, forego
the socializing in favor of finishing the
tasks in front of you.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You may be feeling a bit on edge today,
Libra. Your self-confidence is shaky and
you may feel in need of new challenges.
The tedious tasks you have in front of you
don't inspire your imagination or creativi-
ty. Do what you can to get through this
difficult day. Be extra kind to yourself by
indulging in a good lunch or listening to
classical music.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You and your mate may be experienc-
ing some differences of opinion. It
seems you each have definite ideas
about some of life's fundamental val-
ues and they aren't completely in sync.
Make an extra effort to communicate,
Scorpio. You may find that your values
aren't as far apart as they first seemed.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

It isn't exactly all lightness and harmony
at home today, Sagittarius. There's ten-
sion in the air and it manifests in silly
family arguments. Try to arrange sepa-
rate activities for siblings, and encourage
your partner to eat out with friends, if
possible. This is a day to give everyone his
or her space. Tomorrow everyone will be
happy to eat together again.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This could be a particularly stressful day,
Capricorn. Your workload is heavier than
ever, thanks to the increased responsi-
bility you've taken on. The day seems
endless, yet there aren't enough hours to
get done all that needs doing. Take care
not to take your anxiety out on others. If
you're nice to them, they may even help
you finish your project!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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B
ollywood actress
Kriti Sanon's first
film audition was for

the Karan Johar directorial
'Student Of The Year'.

The screen 'Mimi' has
made the revelation during
the 9th episode of the popu-
lar KJo-hosted chat show
'Koffee With Karan' in
which she appeared along-
side her debut film
'Heropanti' co-star Tiger
Shroff.In the new episode,
the duo will be making
viewers' hearts hopscotch
with their confessions and
never-before-heard 'conjec-
tures', as KJo likes to call
them. Walking down the
memory lane, Kriti shared:
"This was right when I had
started modelling. It was
my career's very first film
audition and I was asked to
dance to 'Bahara' and some
scenes from 'Wake Up Sid'. I
was horrible back then."

She also mentioned that
she was ill-prepared for the
film and that she held no
hard feelings toward the
film's lead, Alia Bhatt, who
eventually made her screen
debut with the film along-
side Sidharth Malhotra and
Varun Dhawan. New
episodes of 'Koffee with
Karan' Season 7 are avail-
able to stream on Disney+
Hotstar every Thursday at
12 midnight. For fans in the
United States, 'Koffee with
Karan' Season 7 will stream
exclusively on Hulu.

Kriti Sanon
reveals how

she first 
auditioned 
for ‘SOTY’

K
ishore Bhanushali, who plays
Commissioner Resham Pal Singh in
&TV's popular shows Bhabiji Ghar

Par Hai and Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, has
played various comical roles in his three-
decade-long-acting career. The actor is
widely known as a doppelganger of the
legendary Dev Anand. He has consistent-
ly delivered a flawless performance and
won the audience's heart on-screen and
on stage with his stand-up comedies. In a
candid interview with us, the actor dis-
cusses the ups and downs of his journey.
HHaavvee  yyoouu  aallwwaayyss  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  wwoorrkk  aass  aann
aaccttoorr??
I never intended to pursue a career in
acting. I believe I was born to run my
small family business. But when I was
young, I remember one boy telling me
that I looked like Dev Anand. I had no
idea who he was because, at the time,
we only knew Rajesh Khanna Ji as a
superstar. Then, out of curiosity, I
watched one of his films, Yeh Gulistan
Hamara, for the first time I saw Dev
Anand. I remember I saw that film during
my school vacation, and then I went on to
see Jewel Thief, and I gradually realised
that yes, I do resemble him. Then I began
imitating him standing in front of the mir-
ror, and now it's been 50 years that my
name has been linked to his name, and
people know me as Dev Anand’s doppel-
ganger. 
DDiidd  yyoouurr  rreesseemmbbllaannccee  ttoo  DDeevv  AAnnaanndd  hheellpp
yyoouu  bbrreeaakk  iinnttoo  tthhee  eenntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  iinndduussttrryy??

No, I had to struggle to get work. Many
people will not believe it, but I had to
pass on many acting opportunities
because of being a look-alike of Dev
Sahab. But I never gave up on trying. I
always believed that where there is a
will, there is a way. So, I never stopped,
and slowly things turned out in my
favour.
WWhheenn  wwaass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  yyoouu  mmeett  DDeevv
AAnnaanndd??
I was very young when I first met Dev
Anand Sir and told him about my interest

in acting, and he advised me to first com-
plete my studies before I entered this
world. My love for him and my passion
for acting kept me going. Today I perform
a three-hour stand-up comedy show
called "Kishore ki Awaaz Dev ka Andaaz,"
in which, along with doing comedy, I also
sing. I have been in show business for
over three decades now, and, thanks to
Dev Ji, I managed to make a name for
myself.
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggeett  iinnttoo  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr  PPaarr

HHaaii??
My journey with Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
started because of Aasif Sheikh, whom I
have known for many years and a dear
friend.   He introduced me to Shashank
Bali, the show's director, for various roles
in the show. Shashank Ji immediately
cast me to play Anita Bhabi's uncle for
one day, and then I got a call to play the
commissioner, Resham Pal Singh, in the
show. Post that, I also got cast in Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan in 2019. And now I am
doing two shows playing a similar charac-
ter, and I am grateful.
AAnnyy  ddrreeaamm  jjoobb  yyoouu  hhaavvee??
One of my life’s biggest dreams is to
work with directors like Priyadarshini,
Mani Ratnam, and Ram Gopal Verma one
day.
Watch Kishore Bhanushali as
Commissioner Resham Pal Singh in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai and Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, airing every Monday to Friday
from 10:00 to 10:30 PM!

‘I lost many opportunities because
of Dev Anand’s look-alike’

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s home-
grown kids singing

reality show, Superstar
Singer that enjoyed an
overwhelming response
with its first edition re-
turned this year with a re-
freshing new season to
celebrate India’s ‘Singing
Ka Kal’! After weeks of
impressing the judges
Himesh Reshammiya,
Alka Yagnik and Javed
Ali and the audiences
alike with their excep-
tional singing, simplicity
and cuteness, the new
chapter of Superstar
Singer 2 has got its TOP 6
finalists.

Contestants a.k.a the
‘Best Bache Ever’ -
Mohammad Faiz, Mani,
Pranjal Biswas,
Aryananda R Babu,
Rituraj and Sayisha
Gupta are all set to mes-
merize everybody one last
time with their melodious

voices as they give their
best to move closer to win-
ning the coveted title of
‘Superstar Singer’ in the
finale.

Known for his heartfelt
voice, 14 year old contest-
ant Mohammad Faiz from
Jodhpur has time and
again captivated every-
body. So much so, that
judge Himesh
Reshammiya even named
him India’s Youth
Sensation. Elated to be a
part of TOP 6, he shared,
“Superstar Singer 2 has
given me a lot. When I
came to the show nobody
knew me, but today as I
am stepping into the fi-
nale I have finally made a
name for myself. I cannot
thank the show enough
for giving me such a great
learning experiences; I
am truly grateful. I am
currently going through a
mixed bag of emotions. I
am excited, and nervous,

all at the same time. We
all are going to put our
best foot forward and give
our audience an amazing
musical experience. I
wish all my co-contest-
ants all the best. May the
best singer win!”

Superstar Singer 2’s
very own Miss Mohali,
Sayisha Gupta has mes-
merized everyone with her
singing talent, her cute-
ness and her sashes. Elated
to be a part of the Top 6,
she shared, “I am blessed
to be part of this show. I am
grateful to the audience
and my captain Pawan
Bhaiya who have support-
ed me and loved me
throughout my journey.
The show has given me nu-
merous opportunities to
explore my skills as a
singer and performer. I am
super excited and hon-
oured to perform in the fi-
nale, I hope viewers will
enjoy our performances.”

Superstar Singer 2 gets its TOP 6 finalists!

A
ctress Tisca
Chopra, who is set
to play an IAS offi-

cer in her upcoming
thriller series 'Dahan -
Raakan ka Rahasya',
shared that the show
captures the essence of
raw fear as every charac-
ter involved in the show
has its own demons to
battle.

The series is a dark
tale of myths and super-
stition and touches upon
society, its beliefs and
challenges its characters
to face their deepest and
darkest fears.

Opening up on the
show, the actress said:
"What I love most about
'Dahan - Raakan ka
Rahasya' is how it cap-
tures raw fear as each
character faces their
own demons. Avani
Raut, my character,
fights personal and pro-
fessional battles when
she is caught in the
crossfire of superstition
and the supernatural
and resin and practicali-
ty on the other."

The show takes off
when a mining expedi-
tion threatens the village
fabled with a temple that
legends say can unleash
a deadly curse when
harmed. But Tisca's
character of the IAS offi-
cer sets out on a mission
to battle age-old supersti-
tions that shroud the vil-
lage in the face of myste-
rious killings and disap-
pearances.

Adding further, Tisca
said: "The show puts the
character Avani Raut on
a quest by drawing paral-
lels between her external
and internal fears,
which all of us confront.
It's been an absolute de-
light to bring Dahan and
Avani to the audiences."

The show, which has
been shot across
Rajasthan's rugged land-
scapes, also stars Rajesh
Tailang, Mukesh Tiwari,
Saurabh Shukla, Ankur
Nayyar, Rohan Joshi and
Lehar Khan.

Celebrated actor
Saurabh Shukla, who
plays Pramukh, said in a
statement: "Dahan -
Raakan ka Rahasya', as a
show, meticulously
brings together a tale of
myths, legends and su-
perstitions."

"Playing Pramukh
puts me in the eye of the
strong beliefs surround-
ing the village and its
residents. One element
that makes this charac-
ter stand out is that he
fears what he worships,
but is too scared to break
the chain."

Tisca Chopra says her
upcoming show ‘Dahan’

captures raw fear

Vidyut Jammwal dedicates
poem to India’s Asia Cup victory

Filmmaker-director-
writer Vishal

Bhardwaj is set to reunite
with his muse Tabu, who
played key roles in
'Maqbool' and 'Haider', in
the upcoming film
'Khufiya'. It will be the
first time when Tabu will
appear in a Vishal
Bharadwaj film not in-
spired by a
Shakespearean play.

The first-look teaser of
'Khufiya' was unveiled on
Monday at the Films Day
by Netflix. The teaser of
the spy drama gives a
sneak peek at the intense,
gripping characters.

Speaking about the
teaser release, Bharadwaj
said, "Working on films
that explore people, char-
acters, conflicts and rela-
tionships is something I

truly enjoy. 'Khufiya' is a
really special project for
me. The entire team has
worked very hard to cre-
ate a suspenseful slow-
burning thriller and with
Netflix we are thrilled to
present the film to audi-
ences globally."

Tabu to play R&AW operative in

Vishal Bhardwaj’s next, ‘Khufiya’
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Dubai, Aug 30 (PTI):

KL Rahul couldn't have
wished for an easier oppo-
sition to get his rhythm
back as a buoyant India get
ready to steamroll min-
nows Hong Kong in their
second and final group
league game of the Asia
Cup here on Wednesday.

The Group A match
won't be more than a glori-
fied net session for Rohit
Sharma's men against a
team, mostly comprising
Pakistani and Indian ex-
pats, who otherwise are
not good enough to play
first-class cricket in either
of the two nations.

After a hard earned vic-
tory over Pakistan in a last
over thriller, scripted by
Hardik Pandya, the focus
against Hong Kong will be
on batters and their ade-
quate game time.

Rahul, whose first T20I
in 2022 was against
Pakistan the other night,
would want to come out all
guns blazing and may take
this opportunity to try an
alternate batting approach
at the onset, compared to
what has been his style at
the IPL. In T20Is, teams are
going for impact perform-
ance and often a 20 ball 45
is of greater value than a
90 not out of 65 balls.
Quality of an innings and

its significance in the larg-
er context of the game is
more important at this
stage as India get ready for
the T2O World Cup to be
hosted by Australia from
October 16 to November 13.
Obviously, the quality of
Hong Kong bowling, to put
it politely, won't match up
to Pakistan, but there is al-
ways a fear as one doesn't

exactly know what to ex-
pect from an unknown en-
tity. Hence, it is important
that Rahul uses this oppor-
tunity to the fullest to gain
his confidence before the
start of the Super Fours
and business end of the
tournament.

Skipper Rohit has made
it clear that experimenta-
tion will continue and

hence one shouldn't be sur-
prised if there is another
batting order that could be
tried out on Wednesday.

For Virat Kohli, the
Hong Kong match will be
all about another quality
hitting time in the middle
against an attack that is
sure to feel intimidated by
his sheer presence in the
middle. Even Rohit, after a

subdued game against
Pakistan, would like to de-
posit a few into the stands.

It would be interesting to
see if Ravindra Jadeja is
sent at No. 4 position
against Hong Kong or
whether Rishabh Pant is
tried in place of Dinesh
Karthik, just to give him
some game time. While
India's top-order went back
to its old safety first ap-
proach against Pakistan, it
had a lot to do with the
quality of attack on dis-
play even without Shaheen
Shah Afridi. Perhaps, one
could safely judge whether
India's all-out attacking
display in powerplay can
work or not, only when
they play against attacks
which have more depth
than England, West Indies
or Sri Lanka. So, the real
judge of the batting order's
attacking mindset will
only be proved against
sides like Australia,
Pakistan, South Africa and
New Zealand. Games like
Hong Kong does help in
beefing up stats and no
player would like to sit
out. Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravi Bishnoi
could also get a look in,
letting Yuzvendra Chahal
and Jadeja cool their heels
a bit.

Asia Cup: India set to 
steamroll minnows Hong Kong

Virat Kohli arrives to warm up session.

Match start at 7:30 pm IST.

Townsville, Aug 30 (PTI):

Veteran Steve Smith is
enjoying his revamped
batting role and believes
he can play a part in
Australia's title defence at
the T20 World Cup to be
held at home later this
year, if he continues in the
same vein.

Smith was pegionholed
as a sheet anchor in T20
cricket, including during
Australia's maiden T20
World Cup-winning cam-
paign in the UAE last year.

However, during the
tour of Sri Lanka in June,
the 33-year-old was re-
lieved from his 'Mr. Fix It'
tag by the team manage-
ment, giving him the
green light to go and play
freely.

"I feel like when I'm
playing good T20 cricket,
I'm in that team (T20
World Cup) for sure,"
Smith was quoted as say-
ing by cricket.com.au on
Tuesday.

"The role that I've been
given the last couple of
years is the 'Mr. Fix It' role
and that tag's been taken
away from me now."

The right-hander feels
he can now play his natu-
ral game in the shortest
format without any hesita-
tion. "For the Sri Lanka
tour, and I felt like I could
go out and just play with a
lot more freedom and nat-
urally and not have any
kind of hesitation in the
back of my mind. "I can
just take the game on and

if I want to smack some-
one for six first ball, then
I'm able to do that freely,"
Smith added.

With the emergence of
the likes of Mitchell
Marsh (who now occupies
the No.3 spot that once be-
longed to Smith), Glenn
Maxwell and Marcus
Stoinis, Smith's position
had been rendered doubt-
ful in T20s.

In the series against Sri

Lanka, Smith batted twice
in the three T20s, scoring
five off four in the second
match before playing an
unbeaten 37 off 27 balls in
the third game.

His strike rate from four
innings this year has im-
proved from 91.89 (in three
innings during last year's
World Cup) to 120.37. The
T20 World Cup will be held
in Australia from October
16 to November 13.

Smith eyes T20 World Cup spot

Bengaluru, Aug 30 (PTI):

India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur on
Tuesday paid a glowing
tribute to Jhulan
Goswami, saying the veter-
an pacer's passion for the
sport is unmatched and
"nobody can fill her shoes".

The 39-year-old, who is
leading wicket-taker in in-
ternational cricket in a ca-
reer spanning more than
two decades, is set to retire
after the third and final
ODI against England at
Lord's on September 24.

"She goes to every game
with the same kind of pas-
sion which is unmatched,
nobody can beat that,"
Harmanpreet said in a
media interaction here on
the eve of their departure
for their white-ball series

in England.
Having made her debut

under the captaincy of
Jhulan in a match against
Pakistan in the 2009 World
Cup, Harmanpreet has
some vivid memories of
the legendary Indian pacer
who has a world record 252
wickets to her name from

201 ODIs -- the only bowler
with more than 200 wick-
ets in the format.

"When I made my debut
she was the captain, it's a
great opportunity for me
that I would be leading the
side when she would be
playing her last ODI. When
I entered the team, she was

the one who was leading
from the front. I've learnt a
lot from her. Nobody can
fill in her shoes.

"She's someone who al-
ways puts in the same kind
of effort, bowling two-
three hours She still puts
in the same kind of hard
work she used to during
her early days... I've never
seen her make any
changes to her practice
regimen." "You hardly see
any bowler doing like that,
or even at the nets while
batting... Nobody can
bring that passion she has
for cricket. "As a cricketer
and a person, I've learnt a
lot from her. She's a great
example for all of us.
There are many back
home who have grown up
watching her and then
took up the sport."

Nobody can fill Jhulan’s
shoes: Harmanpreet

Divya wins
women’s 
air pistol 

T6 event at
national trials
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

Karnataka's Divya T
S won the women's 10m
air pistol T6 event at
the national shooting
trials here on Tuesday.

Divya beat Haryana's
Rhythm Sangwan 16-12
in the final to claim the
gold medal at the Karni
Singh Shooting Range
(DKSSR) here.

Rhythm, however,
won both the youth and
junior women's air pis-
tol T6 trials to land a
double.

In the junior
women's final, Rhythm
beat UP's Divanshi
Dhama 16-8 to clinch
the gold, while in the
youth final, she beat yet
another UP girl Mansi
Anand 16-2.

Neha of Uttar
Pradesh had topped the
283-strong qualifying
field in the women's air
pistol with a score of
582, while Divya and
Rhythm had finished
second and third with
576 and 575 respectively.

Osaka, Aug 30 (PTI):

Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy moved into the
men's singles pre-quarter-
finals of the Japan Open
after his opponent Ng ka
Long Angus retired hurt
midway in the first round
here on Tuesday.

The unseeded Prannoy
was narrowly leading the
first game 11-10 when the
world number 12 player
from Hong Kong threw in
the towel within seven
minutes of their men's sin-
gles opener.

The world number 18
Indian will now take on
former world champion
Loh Kean Yew of
Singapore in the second
round.

Prannoy had been in
fine form at the BWF
World Championships in
Tokyo last week, stunning
two-time world champion

Kento Momota before get-
ting the better of compa-
triot and Commonwealth
Games gold medallist
Lakshya Sen.

However, his stellar run
ended in the quarterfinals
as he lost to China's Zhao

Junpeng. Later in the day,
the women's doubles pair
of Ashwini Bhat K and
Shikha Gautam will take
on Korean combination of
Baek Ha Na and Lee Yu
Lim in their first round
clash.

Indian racketlon
team wins Nations

Cup in Austria
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI):

The India racketlon team
upset Britain 137-101 to win
its maiden Nations Cup title
in Graz, Austria.

Racketlon is a combina-
tion sport in which the com-
petitors are required to play
four racket sports: table ten-
nis, badminton, tennis and
squash. Captain Ashutosh
Pednekar of the Indian
Navy contributed to the
team's victory over the
weekend. The other mem-
bers of the winning squad
were Vikramaditya
Chaufla, Adarsh Vikram,
Sidharth Nandal, Varinder
Singh and Karan Taneja.

Chaufla, who also repre-
sented India in the World
University Badminton
Championships in 2012,
won a silver in the singles C
category. He later teamed up
with Karan Taneja to secure
a silver in the men's doubles
as well. PTI

Prannoy advances to 
pre-quarterfinals in Japan

Bengaluru, Aug 30 (PTI):

Indian women's hockey
vice-captain Deep Grace
Ekka on Tuesday said the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games
bronze medal is a thing of
the past now and the team
is focussing on winning
this year's FIH Nations
Cup, a qualifier for next
season's Pro League.

India, Canada, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, South Korea,
South Africa and hosts
Spain are the eight partici-
pating teams in the
Nations Cup to be

held in Valencia from
December 10 to 17.

The winner of the tour-
nament will directly quali-
fy for next season's FIH
Pro League.

"We did well in
Birmingham, but now that
is a closed chapter. We
have had a good break and
now we have to get back to
work. I am sure chief
coach Janneke Schopman
will assess our previous
performance and plan the
upcoming days in camp
accordingly," Ekka said in

a Hockey India release.
"We have to do well in

Spain in the FIH Women's
Hockey Nations Cup, and
for that the preparation
begins from today. It won't
be easy but training hard
and doing the right things
repeatedly during our ses-
sions is the only thing we
can do," she explained.

"Our aim in Spain will
be to progress to the FIH
Hockey Women's Pro
League and for that we

have to win the Nations
Cup. Our target is in front
of us, now it's up to us to
make sure we build in the
correct direction."

The Indian women had
finished a creditable third
in their debut FIH Pro
League outing in 2021-22
season. The defender, a
veteran of 240 caps, how-
ever, said the podium fin-
ish in Birmingham will do
wonders in lifting the con-
fidence of the team.

Focus is on winning Nations Cup to book
next season’s FIH Pro League berth: Deep

New York, Aug 30 (AP):

They came from far and
wide for Serena no last
name required, befitting
someone as much an icon
as superstar athlete to see
her practice and play and, it
turned out, win a match at
the U.S. Open, turning out
in record numbers to fill
Arthur Ashe Stadium and
shout and applaud and
pump their fists right along
with her.

Serena Williams is not
ready to say goodbye just
yet. Nor, clearly, are her
fans. And she heard them,
loud and clear.

In her first match at what
is expected to be the last
U.S. Open and last tourna-
ment of her remarkable
playing career, even if she
insists that she won't quite
say so, Williams overcame a
shaky start to overpower
Danka Kovinic 6-3, 6-3 amid
an atmosphere more akin
to a festival than a farewell.

What memory will stick
with her the most from the
evening?

When I walked out, the
reception was really over-
whelming. It was loud and I
could feel it in my chest. It

was a really good feeling,
said the owner of six U.S.
Open championships and
23 Grand Slam titles over-
all, numbers unsurpassed
by any other player in the
sport's professional era. It's
a feeling I'll never forget,
she added. Yeah, that meant
a lot to me. This opening
outing against Kovinic, a
27-year-old from
Montenegro ranked 80th,
became an event with a cap-
ital E. Spike Lee participat-

ed in the pre-match coin
toss. Former President Bill
Clinton was in the stands.
So were Mike Tyson and
Martina Navratilova, sit-
ting next to each other. And
sitting with Dad and
Grandma was Williams'
daughter, Olympia, who
turns 5 on Thursday, wear-
ing white beads in her hair
just like Mom did while
winning the U.S. Open for
the first time at age 17 back
in 1999. Williams is now 40,

and told the world three
weeks ago via an essay for
Vogue that she was ready to
concentrate on having a
second child and her ven-
ture capital firm. Asked
after her victory Monday
whether this will definitive-
ly be her final tournament,
Williams replied with a
knowing smile: Yeah, I've
been pretty vague about it,
right? Then she added: I'm
going to stay vague, be-
cause you never know.

Serena Williams not done yet;
wins 1st match at US Open

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Maharashtra recorded
the highest number of
cases in the country under
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) in 2021 at 3,67,218,
while Mumbai was placed
second among major met-
ropolitan cities in registra-
tion of criminal offences,
according to a National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) report.

According to the report,
at least 174 different types
of criminal offences were
registered under IPC sec-
tions every day in Mumbai,
which included 14 cases of
"violent crimes" in 2021.

Data from the New Delhi-
headquartered NCRB,
which is part of the Union
home ministry, showed a
rise of 27 per cent in crimi-
nal cases (63,689) in
Mumbai (during lockdown-

like restrictions) in 2021 as
against 50,158 in 2020 and
40,684 in 2019. Violent
crimes like murder, kidnap
and rape, and offences
against senior citizens,
women and children, too,
rose in the financial capital
last year, said the report.

Maharashtra also topped
in registration of cases re-
lated to "riots" across the
country. As many as 8,709
such offences (which in-
cluded 77 cases of commu-
nal riots, 86 political, 67
caste conflict, 355 agrarian,
197 linked to money, 1,259
land and property dispute,
304 family dispute) were
recorded in the state 
in 2021.

Maharashtra was fol-
lowed by Bihar (6,298),
Uttar Pradesh (5,302),
Karnataka (4,193), Tamil
Nadu (2,275), Haryana
(2,253) and Odisha 2,220, as

per the NCRB report.
The number of cases re-

ported and calculated is as
per population in lakhs. As
per the population rate cal-
culated per lakhs, Mumbai
was placed 11th in the
country in the total num-
ber of crimes among major
cities in 2021 - the city was
at the 15th spot in 2020.

The number of IPC
cases registered in
Maharashtra in 2021 was
3,67,218, the highest in the
country, but it was down
by 6.8 per cent from
3,94,017 in 2020, and the
western state was followed
by Uttar Pradesh (3,57,905),
said the report.

Mumbai ranked second
nationally when it comes
to crimes committed by ju-
veniles. The metropolis
recorded 611 crimes com-
mitted by minors, which
included several cases of

theft and assault, it said.
There were also cases of

voyeurism, sexual harass-
ment, kidnapping and
stalking where minors
were taken into custody by
police in the financial capi-
tal, said the report.

Looking at crime per-
centage, Mumbai stood
second with 63,689 cases in
2021. Delhi topped the list
both in terms of popula-
tion count and crime rate
with 2.89 lakh cases record-
ed during the period, the
data showed.

The report showed
though Mumbai was placed
second among major cities
as per the number of crime
cases reported, as per popu-
lation in lakhs, it was in the
11th sport. Maharashtra
cities of Nagpur and Pune
were placed sixth and 14th.
Last year, Mumbai record-
ed 7,820 cases of theft and

4,594 of hurt. Other major
offences recorded during
the period were
forgery/fraud/ cheating
(4,899), rash driving (2282),
kidnap/abduct (1590), sexu-
al harassment (401), death
by negligence (386), rape
364, rioting (303) and mur-
der (162), among others,
said the report.

Though the NCRB data
showed cyber offences rose
by 15.6 per cent in Mumbai
in 2021, several such cases
may have gone unreported
as many written com-
plaints were not converted
into a first information re-
port (FIR), according to ex-
perts. According to the re-
port, a total of 2,883 cases of
different types of cyber of-
fences were registered in
2021 in the financial capital
as against 2,433 in 2020 and
2,527 in pre-COVID-19 year
of 2019.

‘Modi has purified 
politics by freeing it from 

disease of dynasty’
New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has puri-
fied Indian politics by mak-
ing it free from the "disease
of dynasty", senior BJP
leader and former Union
minister Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi said on Tuesday. In a
swipe at the Congress, he
also said Modi has brought
the politics out of a "family
cradle" by his commitment
to progress and prosperity
of poor.

After offering prayers at
Dargah Najaf-e-Hind in
Uttar Pradesh's
Najibabad, Naqvi said
Modi is destroying the
"termite of corruption,
communalism and
casteism" to make "Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha
Bharat". Modi's nationalis-

tic willpower has ensured
the country's safety, digni-
ty and self-reliance, he
said, adding that the prime
minister has always
played the role of a "trou-
bleshooter" by taking the
country out of several
calamities. Under the lead-
ership of Modi, "democrat-
ic decency" has defeated
"dynastic arrogance" He
also claimed that the
Congress has become a
"non-performing asset".

Centre to develop portal for
ease of living’ of pensioners

Amritsar, Aug 30 (PTI): 

The Centre is working to
develop an integrated por-
tal to enhance "ease of liv-
ing" of pensioners, said a
senior official in the de-
partment of pension under
the Union personnel min-
istry. V Srinivas, Secretary
of Department of Pension
and Pensioners' Welfare
(DoPPW), was speaking
after inaugurating a two-
day bankers' awareness
programme here.

Srinivas stressed on pro-
viding seamless experi-
ence to pensioners for
which the DoPPW is work-
ing on an Artificial
Intelligence/ Machine
Learning enabled integrat-
ed pensioners portal, a
statement issued by the
personnel ministry said.

The portal would link the
DoPPW's portal Bhavishya
and pension portals of vari-

ous banks, creation of chat
bot to ensure seamless in-
teraction between pension-
ers, government and
banker, it said. Srinivas
said the department is set-
ting up a technology team
for creating the above digi-
tal systems as the first de-
liverables in collaboration
with Punjab National Bank
(PNB) as well as with other
banks.

Utmost attention is to be
given on process and peo-
ple related grievances by
PNB, the statement said.
Use of fintech in much
larger way will enable
quality of life for pension-
ers, it said. To enhance
ease of living of pension-
ers and family pensioners,
DoPPW has taken a num-
ber of welfare measures in
pension policy as well as in
digitisation of pension re-
lated processes, the state-
ment said.

50 Dalit families 
driven out of village

Medininagar, Aug 30 (PTI): 

About 50 Dalit families
were allegedly driven out
of the village they were
living in for last four
decades by members of a
particular community in
Jharkhand's Palamu dis-
trict, police said on
Tuesday.

On receiving the infor-
mation, Sub-Divisional
Officer (SDO),
Medininagar, Rajesh
Kumar Sah and Sub-
Divisional Police Officer
(SDPO), Bishrampur,
Surjit Kumar rushed to
Tongri Pahadi area under
Pandu police station and
are camping there to
maintain law and order,

the police said. A criminal
case was lodged against a
dozen people by name and
150 unknown persons in
this regard, they said.

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) of Palamu, A Dode
told PTI that police have
been asked to apprehend
the culprits immediately.
The DC assured to rehabil-
itate all the 50 families in
the same village on a pri-
ority basis. The relief
agencies have been acti-
vated for the purpose,
Dode added.

The victims all be-
longed to "Mushar" caste
and were living in the vil-
lage for last four decades.
One of the victim
Jitendra Mushar said "we

were living in the village
for years together but sev-
eral people all residents of
Marumatu village,
forcibly drove us out of
the village on Monday.
They loaded our belong-
ings in vehicles and
dropped us in a nearby
jungle."

He alleged that they
were also assaulted and
prevented from approach-
ing police in this regard.
The SDPO said arrange-
ments were being made to
rehabilitate them in the
same place. The Block
Development Officer pro-
vided the victims dhoti,
saree and lungi while
arrangement for food was
being made, he said.

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Preventing a citi-
zen from expressing a
bonfide opinion
against any bill or law
passed by Parliament
is violative of the
right to free speech
and principles of
democracy, Congress

leaders Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi have con-
tended before the Delhi
High Court while opposing
a plea for a hate speech FIR
against them in the
February 2020 riots here.

The Gandhis, in two sepa-
rate affidavits, submitted no
case was made out for the
court to issue direction for
registering an FIR against

them and there was no re-
quirement to order consti-
tution of a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
probe the matter. No inter-
ference and the case of is-
suance of direction to regis-
ter an FIR against Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
is not made out and no in-
terference is called for by
this court to pass any order.
The high court, while hear-
ing a batch of petitions re-
lated to the 2020 riots in
north-east Delhi, had on
July 13 allowed several
amendment applications
wanting to implead political
leaders, including Sonia
and Rahul Gandhi, as par-
ties to proceedings seeking
FIR and investigation

against them for allegedly
delivering hate speeches
leading to the communal
conflagration. On Monday, a
bench of Justices Siddharth
Mridul and Amit Sharma
listed the matter for further
hearing on September 27. In
their affidavits filed in re-
sponse to the petitions seek-
ing FIR, Gandhis said to
prevent a citizen from form-
ing, holding, expressing a
bonafide opinion in public
interest on a bill passed by
Parliament is not a reason-
able restriction and violates
the basic principles on
which our democracy is
founded. To prevent a citi-
zen from expressing a
bonafide opinion against
any bill or law passed by the

government and putting it
in the public domain to in-
form, generate a debate,
build public opinion for re-
forms/ change is violative
of our right to free speech,
the affidavits, filed through
advocate Tarannum
Cheema, said. It said,
"Moreover, the respondent
(Sonia Gandhi) as major
leader of the opposition is
bound by the fundamental
duty towards the citizens of
the country, to call out and
criticise the bills intro-
duced by the ruling govern-
ment which are detrimen-
tal to the rights of the citi-
zens. Hate speeches by po-
litical leaders during anti-
CAA protests were alleged
to have fuelled the riots.

The affidavits claimed the
array of respondents
showed the selective man-
ner in which they have
been picked and gives away
the larger conspiracy be-
hind the exercise and the
acts have fallen on inde-
pendent, non-conformist
sections and leaders of the
opposition parties.

Meanwhile, a series of
speeches made by the mem-
bers of the ruling party,
falling squarely within the
ambit of the sections under
which the present writ is
seeking action against the
respondents, have been
conveniently left out by the
petitioner, revealing the
coloured nature of the ex-
ercise, they said.

Mumbai, Aug 30 (PTI): 

The Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation Limited
(MMRCL) on Tuesday
began the trial run of the
Colaba-Bandra-SEEPZ
Metro line-3 at Sariput
Nagar in Aarey Colony
here. Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
and Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis inspected the
Metro train from inside
and flagged off the trial
run around 11 am. Shinde
said it will solve the prob-
lem of traffic jams.

Fadnavis termed the
starting of the Metro line-3
trial as a "historic mo-
ment". He said it will be the
"new lifeline of Mumbai"
and when the train will be
run on the entire 40 km
stretch, it will be a "spiritu-
al satisfaction" for citizens.
MMRCL Managing
Director Ashwini Bhide
was present on the occa-
sion. The Metro line 3,
which will be a 33.5 km un-

derground route, will con-
nect south Mumbai with
the western suburbs and is
expected to reduce the bur-
den on the suburban locals,

which are considered as
the city's lifeline.

The trial run marks an
important development in
the realisation of the

Metro track shrouded in
controversy over the con-
struction of its car shed.
Shinde said the
"Vighnaharta" (remover of
obstacles) has taken away
most of the troubles of the
state. Listing various bene-
fits of the Metro line-3 proj-
ect, like reducing the bur-
den on suburban locals,
cars on roads and bring
down pollution, he said the
Metro project has stopped
the "political pollution" as
well.

Fadnavis said the testing
of the Metro train on line-3
was successful and all its
obstacles have been re-
moved. "The previous gov-
ernment tried to shift the
car shed to Kanjurmarg.
Irrespective of shifting it
to Kanjurmarg, it was nec-
essary to create some infra-
structure here at Aarey, he
said. The opposition to the
Metro line-3 project (car
shed) was more political
than for environmental
reasons, he said.
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BJP workers eveade police barricades while staging a protest against the new excise policy, near CM Arvind
Kejriwals residence, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

PROTEST AGAINST EXCISE POLICY

Students wearing masks of Lord Ganesh demonstrate during plastic-free celebrations of Ganesh Chaturthi
festival at a school, in Chennai, Tuesday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Mumbai Metro line-3 trial begins

‘Preventing citizen from voicing opinion 
against law violates right to free speech’

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Sinde with Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis at the launch of the trial run of
Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation Limiteds (MMRCL) Colaba-
Bandra-SEEPZ Metro line-3, at Aarey Colony in Mumbai, Tuesday.
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‘BJP ‘using’ Hazare as CBI 
found nothing against Sisodia’

New Delhi, Aug 30 (PTI): 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal Tuesday
slammed the BJP following
Anna Hazare's letter to him
over the liquor policy, alleg-
ing it was "using" the social
activist since the CBI found
nothing in the probe involv-
ing his deputy Manish
Sisodia. He claimed the CBI
has given an "informal
clean chit" to the Delhi
deputy chief minister but
may arrest him within a
week or 10 days under polit-
ical pressure. Kejriwal also
claimed "people don't be-
lieve the BJP".

Hazare on Tuesday wrote
a letter to Kejriwal, slam-
ming his government's
Excise Policy 2021-22 and
said it seems the Delhi chief

minister has "sunk into the
addiction of power." He also
said it seems the new policy
will encourage liquor sales
and consumption and spur
corruption. Last month,
Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena recommended a
CBI probe into the alleged
irregularities in the imple-
mentation of Delhi's Excise
Policy 2021-22. Immediately

after that, the Delhi govern-
ment repealed the new poli-
cy. Kejriwal said the BJP
termed him a "terrorist"
during the Punjab
Assembly elections and
"when no one believed them
they brought in Kumar
Viswas".

"Now they are using
Anna Hazare to target my
government," he alleged.
The CBI raided Sisodia's
residence and checked his
bank locker but found noth-
ing incriminating, he said.
"Sisodia has been informal-
ly given a clean chit by the
CBI but will be arrested in a
week or 10 days under polit-
ical pressure. They (BJP)
are using Anna Hazare as
people don't believe in their
liquor scam charge,"
Kejriwal said.

Arvind Kejriwal

‘Maha tops in IPC crimes in 2021, UP at second spot’


