
Recover
BBhhooppaall:: Madhya 
Pradesh Governor Mangu
Bhai C Patel was dis-
charged from the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in
Bhopal on Monday after
recovering from 
coronavirus. 

Booked
SSaattnnaa::  An offence was
registered against a
group of men on Monday
after a video of them
pushing cattle into a
swollen river in Madhya
Pradesh’s Satna district
surfaced on social media,
police said on Monday.
The purported video was
shot at a culvert on Bihar
river between Ghuisa and
Bidhui Khurd villages
under Mukundpur police
station limits during the
day, an official said.

Suicide
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A 15-
year-old girl attempted
suicide by consuming poi-
son after allegedly facing
sexual harassment by a
youth in Kakroli village
here, police said on
Monday. The girl’s father
in his complaint alleged
that she took the extreme
step on Sunday following
sexual harassment by a
youth from a different
community in their vil-
lage, they said.

Watery grave
MMaaiinnppuurrii::  Two sisters 
and another girl drowned
in a pond while playing in
the water here, police
said on Monday. Fulwati
(12), her sister Jamwati
(10) and their friend
Khushboo (9) were living
in the slum area in
Kotwali police station
limits and used to collect
plastic waste with their
parents for livelihood.

Mishap
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 70-year-old
man died while his wife
sustained injuries after
being hit by a car while
walking on the road in
east Delhi’s Shahdara,
police said on Monday.
The incident occurred in
the Geeta colony area on
Sunday. The elderly cou-
ple were rushed to a hos-
pital, they said.

Acquit
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here
acquitted a man accused
of killing his brother for
“lack of evidence”, saying
that police made some
manipulations during its
investigation to “bring
some amount of consis-
tency in the probe.

NATURE’S FURY

People use boats to carry bodies for cremation at the flooded Manikarnika Ghat
on the banks of the Ganga river, in Varanasi, Monday. 
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BRIEF

Women get their hands
decorated with Mehandi
on the eve of the Teej
festival, in Patna,
Monday.
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New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI): 

A welfare state is ex-
pected to create conducive
conditions for its differ-
ently abled citizens by pro-
viding them avenues for
public employment, the
Delhi High Court has said,
while ordering a person
with visual impairment to
be appointed in the Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS).

A bench headed by
Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva
said the State is enjoined
to create conditions and
opportunities for the bet-
terment of citizens with
disabilities and those dif-
ferently abled under the
Persons with Disabilities
(Equal Opportunities,
Protection of Rights and
Full Participation) Act
which safeguards their
rightful means of liveli-

hood in respect of public
employment. The court
made the observations
while hearing a petition
by Vishv Mohan, a candi-
date for the All India
Services for the year 2015
under the ‘Visually
Handicapped’ category
which requires a person
seeking benefit to have a
benchmark disability of
40 per cent.

Under the provisions of
the PWD Act, the State is
enjoined to create condi-
tions and opportunities
for the welfare and better-
ment of the citizens with
disabilities and those who
are differently abled. The
Central Government had
enacted the said Act to en-
sure that the citizens
falling in this category are
not deprived of their
rightful means of liveli-
hood in respect of public

employment, said the
bench, also comprising
Justice Tushar Rao
Gedela, in a recent order.
It is with a view to give im-
petus to the beneficial pro-
visions of the said Act,
that the Central
Government and the State
Governments created var-
ious avenues for public
employment of such dif-
ferently abled citizens.
The welfare State is ex-
pected to create condi-
tions which are conducive
to such citizens by provid-
ing avenues for public em-
ployment, the court said.

The petitioner, who suf-
fered from ‘high myopia
with isometropic ambly-
opia’ (decreased eyesight),
has challenged the re-
liance of authorities on
certain medical reports
which stated he had visual
disability of 20 per cent

only to cancel his candida-
ture when the AIIMS’ dis-
ability certificate assessed
the disability at 75 per
cent. The court directed
the Centre to appoint the
petitioner in the Indian
Administrative Service
(2015 Batch) with all con-
sequential benefits in re-
spect of seniority and pro-
motion on notional basis.

The court considered
the material on record and
observed, admittedly, the
petitioner was not only a
person with visual im-
pairment to the extent of
60 per cent but also a bril-
liant candidate who se-
cured the 5th rank in his
category, and in such cir-
cumstances, depriving
him of public employ-
ment on the basis of in-
conclusive medical report
was “unfair, unjust, whim-
sical and arbitrary”.

Bilaspur, Aug 29 (PTI):

The Chhattisgarh High
Court has observed that
the act of a wife to visit
the office of her husband
and create scene using
abusive language would
amount to cruelty as it up-
held a Raipur family
court’s ruling granting di-
vorce to a man.

A division bench of
Justices Goutam Bhaduri
and Radhakishan
Agrawal, while delivering
judgement on an appeal
filed by the woman chal-
lenging the family court’s
order, also said complaint
by the wife against her
husband, a government
official, to a minister
seeking his transfer on
the ground of illicit rela-
tion with a female col-
league without any sub-
stance, too, would amount
to cruelty.

The HC delivered the
judgement on August 18.

The 32-year-old man, a
resident of Dhamtari dis-
trict, had married the
woman, a widow (34) and
Raipur resident, in 2010.
Later, the man filed a plea
in the Raipur family court
seeking divorce citing
various grounds, one of
them being that she would
abuse and prevent him
from meeting his parents
and other family mem-
bers.

In December, 2019, the
family court, after evalu-
ating facts and evidence
on record, allowed the ap-
plication of the husband,
thereby granting him a
decree of divorce.
Subsequently, the woman
challenged the decision in
the HC.

During the HC hearing,
advocate Shishir
Shrivastava, who ap-
peared for the woman,
submitted that the family
court failed to appreciate
the fact that the wife was

treated with cruelty by
her husband. He submit-
ted that the wife’s state-
ments would show the
husband tried to create
false evidence to get the
divorce and sought the
HC’s interference into the
decision of the lower
court.

Advocate C Jayant K
Rao, appearing for the
man, contended that sepa-
rate reports made over a
different point of time in
2017 before the police
would show the state of
affairs between the two
parties (husband and
wife).

The man not only faced
character assassination
with allegation of extra-
marital affair, the wife
went to the extent of
going to the office of the
husband to create a scene
and also sent letters to the
Chief Minister seeking
his transfer, Rao submit-
ted.

New Delhi, Aug 29
(PTI): In a fresh at-
tack on the Congress,
former leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad
Monday said the “ail-

ing” party needs medi-
cines which are being pro-
vided by compounders in-
stead of doctors.

Days after quitting the
party, he claimed its foun-
dation has turned very
weak and the organisation
can fall anytime but the
Congress leadership does-
n’t have the time to set
things right.

The former Congress
leader also alleged that
Rahul Gandhi does not
have the aptitude or inter-
est in politics. Speaking to

reporters at his residence,
Azad claimed that the
leadership being projected
in states is making party
members leave instead of

uniting them. Asserting
that he belonged to the
Congress ideology and
never wanted to quit the
organisation with which
he grew from his student
days, Azad claimed that he
was “forced out” of the
party. He stressed that he
will not join the BJP as it
will not help his politics in

Jammu and Kashmir. The
former Congress leader
said that he would soon set
up a new party in Jammu
and Kashmir as the assem-
bly elections could be an-
nounced anytime.

“I can only give my best
wishes to the Congress,
but it needs medicines
more than my wishes.

New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI): 

A new mechanism for
the listing of matters will
be devised soon, Chief
Justice of India U U Lalit
said on Monday, his first
working day in the
Supreme Court as the CJI.

He asked lawyers to
mention cases for urgent
hearings before the regis-
trar rather than request-
ing the first court to enter-
tain such pleas.

“We will have a new
mechanism by Thursday.
Till then, we will look at it
in chamber and if urgent
we will list it For mention-
ing, we will go back to the
original practice of men-
tioning before the regis-
trar,” the CJI said.

The observation came
after Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta sought to
know about the mecha-
nism of mentioning the
matters before the bench.

As the bench headed by
the chief justice of India
commenced proceedings

for the day, Mehta wel-
comed CJI Lalit and as-
sured him of full support
from the government.
Senior advocate Dushyant
Dave also wished the CJI
on behalf of the entire
bar.

Over 900 petitions, in-
cluding 60 PILs, were list-
ed before the top court on
Monday along with pleas
against the Karnataka
High Court verdict that
wearing hijab by women
doesn’t form an essential
part of religious practice
in Islam.

CJI Lalit, who was hold-
ing the bench along with
Justice S Ravindra Bhat,
heard 62 petitions out of
which 10 were Public
Interest Litigations.

New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI):
“Journalists are not ter-
rorists”, the Supreme
Court said on Monday, as it
deprecated the Jharkhand
police knocking on the
door of a scribe of a local
Hindi news channel at
midnight and dragging
him out of his bedroom be-
fore placing him under ar-
rest in an extortion case.
Calling the police action
“excesses of the state”, the
top court said it seems that
“complete lawlessness” is
prevailing in Jharkhand.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hima
Kohli refused to interfere
with an order of the
Jharkhand High Court
granting interim bail to
the journalist and said it
will not entertain the
state’s appeal. “We have

seen the facts of the case.
These are all excesses of
the State and it seems com-
plete lawlessness is pre-
vailing in Jharkhand. No,
we are not going to inter-
fere with the High Court
order. “You knock at the
door of a journalist at mid-
night and pull him out
from his bedroom. This is
too much.

You are dealing with a
person who is a journalist
and journalists are not ter-
rorists,” the bench told
Jharkhand’s additional ad-
vocate general Arunabh
Choudhary, voicing strong
displeasure over the inci-
dent. The top court said
the high court rightly
granted interim bail to the
journalist by a detailed
order which does not war-
rant any interference.

Mumbai, Aug 29 (PTI):
Model Divita Rai from
Karnataka was named the
winner of LIVA Miss Diva
Universe 2022 According
to a press release, Rai will
represent India at the glob-
al pageant of Miss
Universe. Telangana’s
Pragnya Ayyagari was
crowned LIVA Miss Diva
Supranational 2022 and
she will be India’s face at
the international Miss
Supranational pageant.
Ojasvi Sharma was ad-
judged the LIVA Miss
Popular Choice 2022.

The winners were an-
nounced on Sunday at a
ceremony here which also
felicitated Harnaaz Kaur
Sandhu for her win at the
Miss Universe 2021 compe-
tition. For her remarkable
achievement of making

India proud globally,
Sandhu was awarded the
Pride of India trophy by
the Times of India Group
ownership. The ceremony,
which marked the 10th an-
niversary of the coveted
pageant, also celebrated
the achievements of for-
mer Miss Universe Lara
Dutta as well as divas such
as Meher Castelino,
Sangeeta Bijlani and
Tanushree Dutta, among
others.

New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI):
Reliance Jio will invest Rs
2 lakh crore for the 5G
services rollout, beginning
with metro cities in
October as it looks to take
lead in the launch of ultra-
high-speed internet servic-
es. Jio’s superfast 5G serv-
ices will be launched in
key cities — including
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
and Kolkata — by Diwali,
Reliance Industries
Chairman Mukesh
Ambani said on Monday
as he underlined the com-
pany’s commitment to
make India the largest
data-powered economy in
the world, beating China
and the United States.

India deserves nothing
less than “True 5G”,

Ambani said at Reliance
Industries’ 45th AGM and
emphasised that 5G can-
not remain an exclusive
service available only to
the privileged few or only
to those in the largest
cities. Digital freedom is
the birthright of every

Indian, he asserted. The
company showcased the
potential of JioAirFiber
(its high-speed fixed-
broadband offering) and
Jio Cloud PC (virtual com-
puter hosted in the cloud)
and said combined might
of the two along with Jio

5G would be a
‘gamechanger’. Jio would
deploy the latest version of
the fifth generation offer-
ing ‘standalone 5G’, which
has zero dependency on
the 4G network.

With this, Jio can deliv-
er new and powerful serv-
ices, such as low latency
connectivity, massive ma-
chine-to-machine commu-
nication, 5G voice, Edge
computing and network
slicing, and metaverse,
Ambani said.

“We are also working
very closely with all lead-
ing global smartphone
OEMs (original equip-
ment manufacturers), and
we have their commitment
that they will support Jio’s
True 5G,” he informed.

New Delhi, Aug 29
(PTI): A special CBI
court on Monday
convicted former
JD(U) Rajya Sabha
MP Anil Kumar
Sahani in the LTC

fraud case for attempting
to avail travel allowance in
2012 using forged Air India
e-tickets without perform-
ing journeys, officials
said.

The CBI during investi-
gation found that Sahani
had submitted claims of
Rs 23.71 lakh from Rajya
Sabha in two sets of TA
bills — one having 20
forged e-tickets and 40
boarding passes in the
name of the MP and nine
other companions in
March, 2012, and another
bill having seven forged e-
tickets and 21 boarding
passes in his name and his

six companions in
December 2012, they said.

The agency said 20 fake
e-tickets were for purport-
ed return travel on Delhi-
Chennai-Port Blair route
while the set of seven fake
tickets were for return
journey on Delhi-Kolkata-
Port Blair sector.

An MP is entitled to 34
single air journeys per

year, to be availed alone or
with spouse or any num-
ber of companions or rela-
tives.

Sahani had realised that
his quota of travel was not
complete so he entered in
a criminal conspiracy
with others to get fake e-
tickets and boarding pass-
es to make the claim with-
out performing journey,
the officials said.

The attempts to get re-
imbursement did not ma-
terialise because Sahani,
now an RJD MLA from
Kurhani assembly con-
stituency in Bihar, with-
drew his claims of over Rs
14 lakh for purported trav-
el on Delhi-Chennai-Port
Blair route on April 10,
2012 from Rajya Sabha of-
fice on the apprehensions
that his forgery may get
detected.

COURT TO STATES

‘Create conducive conditions
for differently abled’

CHH’GARH HC RULING

‘Wife visiting husband’s office
and creating scene is cruelty’
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Former Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad
interacts with the media,
at his residence in New
Delhi, Monday.

‘PM Modi displayed humanity’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Former Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Monday said he had assumed Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
be a “crude man” but he had displayed humanity while recalling
a terror-related incident during the farewell speech for Azad in
Rajya Sabha. After Azad quit the Congress, the party had alleged
that he was “Modi-fied” and several leaders attacked him citing
Modi’s speech in Rajya Sabha in February last year in which the
teary-eyed prime minister had praised Azad as a “true friend”.

‘New mechanism for 
listing of matters in SC soon’

CJI  U U Lalit

Divita Rai crowned LIVA Miss
Diva Universe 2022 winner

‘Journalists are not terrorists’ 
SC deprecates arrest of scribe from bedroom at midnight
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Jio to invest Rs 2 lakh cr
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Anil Kumar Sahani
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Japan’s consulate general visit DPS Raipur
Raipur, Aug 29: Today
etched the arrival of
Japan’s Consulate General
Koya Ryosuke and
Fukahori Yasuktaat Delhi
Public School, Raipur who
were taken on a sojourn of
the school by Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee to
be acquainted with the
various throbbing activi-
ties of the school.

Starting with an ethnic
welcome, the dignitaries
were ushered to meet the
recently appointed incum-
bents practicing for their
Investiture Ceremony.
Having satisfied them-
selves with the drill taking
place out in the sun and a
pleasant interaction with
the office bearers lead by
the Head Boy, Anushk
Singh and the Head Girl,
Raina Arora, the delegates
found themselves going
down the displayed bul-
letins in the corridors to
the ATL laboratory where
students were busy with
their Science models. They

curiously enquired about
the students’ experiments
and then went on to visit
the music and dance room
where again they were de-
lighted to see the students
imbued in their classical
art forms.

Impressed by the chil-
dren’s interest in learning
at various levels, the

Consulates assured the
Principal to open arenas
that would bring the
Japanese and Indian stu-
dents close to each other so
that their educational ex-
change could further get
wings. He promised to ma-
terialize an exchange pro-
gram of DPS students
with the Japanese stu-

dents of Keika Gakuen
School, Tokyo which
would mean organizing an
array of well-structured
program which Indian
and Japanese teachers
would need to acquaint
themselves as far as their
cultural heritage and tech-
nical treatise at their re-
spective schools are con-
cerned.

Thus, the delegates be-
stowed with oodles of
fondness from all seg-
ments of the school,
wished the students and
teachers all the best. The
Principal felicitated them
with a memento with a word
to welcome to visit the
school once again in near fu-
ture. Pro Vice Chairman
Baldeo Singh Bhatia and the
Senior Members of the man-
agement committee also
conveyed their happiness
over the resumption of the
emblematic exchange pro-
gram that had to be tem-
porarily stopped due to the
pandemic.

Play Devika Rani enthralls Raipurians 

Raipur, Aug 29: “I know for a
reason, I want to be rich and
successful,” said a young
Devika Rani. Director Lillete
Dubey and Primetime theatre
co. production, brought the
story of ‘The First lady of the
Indian cinema - Devika Rani’ to
Raipur. The story is written by

K i s h w a r
Desai, and
stars Ira
Dubey as
Devika Rani,
J o y
Sengupta as
H i m a n s h u
Rai with
R i s h i
K h u r a n a
and Pranav
Sachdeva in
supporting
roles.

D e v i k a ,
who went to

London to study Architecture,
started her  career in cinema as
a set and costume designer,
working for Himanshu Rai,
whom she later married. It was
while working with him that
she decided that India should
make cinema for the whole
world, that too with female cen-

tric stories.
The story explores in great

detail her personal and profes-
sional battles. It was her efforts
for the Bombay Talkies that it
will forever be remembered as
her legacy that nurtured the
earliest breed of filmmakers in
India.

This play was organized
under Chalchitra Rangmanch,
a vertical of Ehsaas Women
along with Oorja and Shree ce-
ment as sponsors. There have
been 30+ productions organised
under Chalchitra Rangmanch
to celebrate and promote art
through cinema and theatre.

The show was well received
by the audience and got a stand-
ing ovation at the end. Harman
Garcha, delivered the vote of
thanks and the 2 hour long
show came to an end leaving be-
hind impression on the audi-
ence to ponder over.

Dr Mahant visits Ambedkar
memorial in London

Raipur, Aug 29;
Chhattisgarh State
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charan Das
Mahant during his
London tour visited Dr
Baba Saheb Bhim Rao
Ambedkar Memorial at 10
King Henry Road. He paid
tributes to statue of Dr
Ambedkar. Member of
Parliament from Korba
constituency Mrs Jyotsna
Mahant and Assembly
Secretary Dinesh Sharma
were also present on the
occasion.

Dr Mahant and Mrs
Mahant stayed at Dr
Ambedkar’s memorial for
about an hour, and went
through in depth the mate-
rial related to various as-
pects of his personality in
his memorial.

Raipur, Aug 29:
Chhattisgarh on
Sunday reported 48
COVID-19 cases at a
positivity rate of 1.96
per cent, taking the
tally to 11,73,444,
while the death toll re-
mained unchanged at
14,108, an official said.

The recovery count
stood at 11,58,129 after
96 people recovered
during the day, leav-
ing the state with
1,207 active cases, he
said.

“Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi led with 18
cases, followed by 7 in
Raipur, 5 in Surguja

and three in Durg
among other districts.
No coronavirus cases
were reported in 17
districts,” the official
said. With 2,445 sam-
ples examined during
the day, the tally of
tests carried out so far
went up to 1,84,46,203,
he added.

C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
coronavirus figures
are as follows:
Positive cases
11,73,444, new cases
48, death toll 14,108,
recovered 11,58,129,
active cases 1,207,
today tests 2,445, total
tests 1,84,46,203.

‘Employees to get salary
of previous strike period’

Raipur, Aug 29: Amid
talks of representatives of
the employees participat-
ing in ongoing strike with
the Chief Secretary the
government started taking
action agitating employees.
The government has di-
rected to release the
salaries of the previous
strike days to the employ-
ees who did not participate
in the ongoing strike. At
the same time, it instructed

to take action on agitating
employees in accordance
with the government order
released in the year 2006.

General Administration
Department, issued a cir-
cular to all the Heads of
Departments, and
Collectors on Monday.

It was mentioned in the
circular that many employ-
ees are on strike since
August 22 on the call of
various employee unions.
According to circular em-
ployees who were on strike
during the last 25 July to 29
July and who have not par-
ticipated in the present
strike should be given
salaries with sanction of
leave for the previous
strike period. Action
should be taken against the

employees who were on
strike from July 25 to 29
and are still on strike, it
was mentioned in the cir-
cular.

In case of going on mass
leave without prior ap-
proval salary will not be
payable, nor will leave for
days of such absence be
sanctioned. No salary etc.
will be payable for the peri-
od of such days and this pe-
riod will be treated as
break-in-service.

In addition to the above,
whenever such acts are
done by the government
servants, the competent au-
thority may order discipli-
nary action against those
committing such gross in-
discipline on the basis of
merits.

Cong blames Modi govt’s faulty economic
policies for inflation, unemployment

Raipur, Aug 29: Congress
National Spokesperson Dr
Ragini Nayak on Monday
attacked central govern-
ment on the issue of unem-
ployment and inflation.
People in the country are
reeling under inflation and
youth are left unemployed
Nayak said while address-
ing a press conference held
at Rajiv Bhavan here today.
‘It is difficult for the general
public to live due to GST
and farmers are feeling
compelled to commit sui-
cide, she said.

She said that the record of
Modi government in the last
eight years of its rule so far
brings to light the fact that
it remained inactive so far.
India’s economic condition
is poor at present, she said,
adding that Modi
Government was pushing

country downhill.
Nayak said that previous

UPA government had given
relief to the people of the
country whereas present
Modi Government was giv-
ing relief to its industrialist
friends. She also said that
central government was
only collecting revenue by
imposing more tax on
petrol, diesel, LPG, ‘dahi’,
‘lassi’ and packed ‘ata’, rice
and other essential com-
modities.

Congress had been con-
tinuously raising issues of
price rise and unemploy-
ment, she said, adding that
the party had been fighting
for common people against
inflation. She said that on
August 5 the party had
staged nationwide demon-
stration. During demonstra-
tion Police detained Rahul
Gandhi and more than 60

MPs and other senior lead-
ers throughout the day, she
said. She informed that
Congress would organise
‘Halla Bol’ rally on inflation
at Ramleela Ground of
Delhi on September 4.
Nayak also gave slogan
‘Pradhan Mantri Narendra
Modi Ke Do Bhai-Berojgari
Aur Mehangai’ (Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
two brothers-unemploy-
ment and inflation).

On the issue of inflation,
Minister Dr Shivkumar
Dahria said that Modi gov-
ernment was looting in the
same way as British looted
the country.

Taking a jibe at Anna
Hazare and Baba Ramdev,
he has said that both were
not visible nowadays, both
used to agitate a lot at one
time. On the one hand the
Modi government is en-
gaged in selling the country
and on the other hand the
people of the country have
started trying to drive away
the Modi government, he
added.

CM grants sanction
of Rs 500 cr for

School buildings

Raipur, Aug 29: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has granted sanction of Rs
500 crore for repair and
maintenance works in di-
lapidated government
school buildings all over
the state. He has directed
the Chief Secretary to
carry out the repair works

in School buildings with
seepage and peeling of
plasters just after the rainy
season, in order to ensure
uninterrupted studies of
school children.

Chief Minister has di-
rected the Chief Secretary
that during his state-wide
‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ progar-
mme, many villagers, pub-
lic representatives and

media persons have
brought to his knowledge
about the dilapidated con-
dition in many of the gov-
ernment school buildings
in their region. Since there
was no sufficient alloca-
tion of funds for repair
and maintenance of
School buildings for long,
this work was pending and
due to which the students
had to face lots of prob-
lems.

So Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel directed
the Chief Secretary that
prior to start of the next
academic session i:e (June
2023) a provision of Rs 500
crore will be made for
maintenance and repair
works in such school build-
ings on priority basis.

IDOLS OF GANESHA

Variety of idols of Lord Ganesha in different forms and colours are on display for the

10-day long Ganeshotsav starting from Aug 31.

Found in dilapidat-
ed condition all over
the state and pos-
ing hindrance in
studies

Directs CS to start
the work before
start of next aca-
demic session

p Ragini gives slogan
‘Modi Ke Do Bhai,
Berojgari Aur
Mehangai’

Utkarsh Verma appointed V-P 

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2299::  As per recom-
mendations by the senior
Cabinet Minister TS Singh Deo,
PCC Vyapar Prakosth State
President Rajendra Jaggi has
appointed Utkarsh Verma as
the State Vice-President of
PCC Vyapar Prakosth. 

Utkarsh Verma is associated
with Congress for long time
and has been an active mem-
ber and therefore has been
given this important work to
strengthen the party.

For this appointment
Utkarsh Verma has expressed
gratitude towards CM Bhupesh
Baghel, Health Minister TS
Singh Deo and PCC Chief
Mohan Markam and President
Labour Welfare Board Shafi

Ahmed and orgnisational secy
Amarjeet Chawla and to the
State President Vayapar
Prakosth Rajendra Jaggi and to
all other senior party leaders
and office bearers. He has
assured to work for the welfare
of the businessmen and traders
of Chhattisgarh and would
pass on the policies and princi-
ples of Congress among the
masses.

p Of PCC (Vayapar
Praskosth)

Two boys feared drowned in dam
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2299::  Two 16-year-old boys were feared to have drowned in a
dam in Chhattisgarh’s Raipur on Sunday, police said. The incident took
place at the dam constructed on Kharun river under Mujgahan police
station limits in the morning, an official said. “A group of around six
teenagers had gone to the dam for bathing,” he said, adding that two
of them entered deep waters and were swept away by a strong current.
An operation was launched to trace the boys, identified as Kunal
Nagarchi and Krish Pandey, both residents of Raipur, he added.

Those who did not
participate in strike

Action on the rest
according to gov-
ernment order of
2006 

Ch’garh logs 48
COVID-19 cases

Raipur, Aug 29: Vishal
Decate won the Men’s
category title in the
Monsoon League Table
Tennis tournament
being organized under
the aegis of Rajdhani
District Table Tennis
Association (RDTTA)
here whereas Arjun
Malhotra secured first
position in Boys catego-
ry. Providing the above
information in a state-
ment issued here, the

A s s o c i a t i o n
Secretary Vinay
Baiswade said that
the Chhattisgarh
Table Tennis
Association (CTTA)
President Sharad
Shukla was present
as chief guest of the

prize distribution cere-
mony. Vishal Decate de-
feated Karan Malhotra
in Senior category
whereas in the Junior
Under 19 category, Arjun
Malhotra defeated
Vishal Decate to clinch
the title. NIS Coach
Miraj, All India Power
Sector player B Chandra,
Ritesh Malhotra,
Hemraj Decate and oth-
ers were present on the
occasion.

Vishal wins Monsoon
League TT title

Nandika advances in All
India Tennis tournament

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2299::  Nandika
Agrawal defeated Mili Chug
with the score of 3-6, 6-2, 6-3
to advance ahead in the All
India Tennis Championship
Series Under 18 being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh State Tennis
Association (CSTA) in associa-
tion with All India Tennis
Association here on Monday.

Tavish Bansal, Satyakam
Mishra, Mankiraat Singh,
Darsh Agrawal, Shubham
Sarangi, Khirman Tandi, Achintya
Verma and Rudra Gutgutiya won
their matches first round matches
to advance ahead. Similarly, in the
girls category, Yashika Somani,
Tuhipa Gangbaer, Pakhi Bhatt,
Prisha Sas, Anamya Dubey, Tiya
Singh, Avantia Gutgutia entered
into the quarter final by register-
ing victories in their respective
matches.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, TUESDAY, AUGUST 30,  2022

National Sports Day at Sri Sankara Vidyalaya, Sec – X
Bhilai, Aug 29: Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sector-
X, organized a Marathon on
Monday for the students
and parents on the occasion
of National Sports Day, to
commemorate the birth an-
niversary of Major Dhyan
Chand, India’s most iconic
and decorated hockey play-
er. The Chief Guest for the

day was Mrinal Choubey,
International Hockey play-
er. Achal Choubey was the
guest of honour.

1000 students (Classes VI-
XII) and 25 parents
(Nursery – Class XII) enthu-
siastically participated in
the event. The marathon
was a 5 km run for the stu-

dents and fathers where the
mothers had fast walking of
1 km. The 5 km run started
from the school entrance,
moved towards Sec-9 hospi-
tal

junction and back
through Globe chowk. The
marathon was flagged off
by KG Muralidharan,
Executive Member, SSES.

The winners of the vari-
ous category were –  Sub-
junior group VI-VIII (Girls)
– First prize went to
Anshika Singh, Second to
Kanak Giri and third to
Isha Gupta. Krishna
Pandey, Arth Tare and

Sharthak Deshmukh
came 1 st , 2nd and 3 rd re-

spectively in the boys cate-
gory. Junior group (IX-X)
winners were Aditi Dubey,
Nainka Pal, Arpita
Deewanjee, Khemchand
Arya, Siddharth Nair and
Akshat Jain bagged 1 st, 2
nd and 3 rd in the girls and
boys category respectively.
In the senior group (XI-XII),
the 1 st ,2 nd and 3 rd prizes
went to Archita Agrawal,
Trisha Rao, T Mitali Rao,

Purushottam Deep, Mayur
Prasad and Gaurav.
Deepmala, Radhika Yadav
and Sneha Netam won the
prizes for fast walking for
mothers and Brijesh
Kumar, Santosh Garehwal
and Gagandeep Singh won
the prizes for marathon for
fathers. Consolation prizes
were also given to encour-
age the participants.

The formal function com-

menced with the lighting of
the ceremonial lamp and
garlanding the portraits of
Goddess Saraswathi, His
Holiness Sri Sri
C h a n d r a s e k h e r e n d r a
Saraswathy Swamigal of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam
and Major Dhyan Chand.
Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV welcomed
the gathering and congratu-
lated everyone on the suc-
cessful conduct of the
marathon. He briefed the
gathering about the ‘Fit
India Movement’ initiated
by the Ministry Of Youth
Affairs and Sports in
schools and colleges to en-
courage sports and physical

activities among the youth.
KG Muralidharan, lauded
the efforts put in by
Sankara collective in or-
ganizing the event meticu-
lously. He appreciated the
spirit of the children and
parents who participated in
the marathon. Chief Guest,
Mrinal Choubey, in his ad-
dress, motivated the chil-
dren to take the lesson of
hardwork from the life of
Major Dhyan Chand. He
also inspired the gathering
to adopt any kind of physi-
cal activity as that will
surely enhance their aca-
demic skills.

A token of appreciation
and gratitude was present-

ed to the Chief Guest and
Guest of honour by
Management representa-
tives and Principal, SSV.
Vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Soumya Panda,
PE Department. The func-
tion was ably conducted by
Runa Goswami, Anita
Verma and Sujata Kundu,
Amal Talukdar, Ranjeeta
Das, Jai Kumar, Rakhi
Bajpayee, Nikhilesh
Sharma, Savita Sharma,
Kishan Singh, Anita
Mahanand and Soumya
Panda. Refreshments were
distributed to the students
and staff. The function con-
cluded with the National
Anthem.

National Sports Day celebrated at DAV IPS, Sector -2
Bhilai, Aug 29: The stu-
dents, teachers and all the
staff of DAV Ispat Public
School Sector 2, celebrated
the birth anniversary of
the Hockey Wizard of our
country popularly known
as Major Dhyanchand
which is observed every
year on August 29 as the
National Sports Day.

The school had in its
store a good lot of cultural
as well as sports activities
lined up for the day. It
started with the special as-
sembly wherein the stu-
dents of the senior wing (
representative of the
Students Council 2022)
presented the fact files
about the day and unfold-
ed before the assembly
some rare and less known
facts about Major
DhyanChand. The
Headmistress of the
school, Priyanka Shukla,
in her address to the stu-
dents and teachers greeted
very happily highlighting
the speciality of the day.
Thereafter a fusion of aer-
obics, yoga gestures and
dance was presented on

stage by the middle and
senior wing students. The
presentation was just
breath taking and kept
everyone gaping at the
dancers as they amazed
everyone with their gym-
nastic moves and the
human pyramid forma-
tion bearing the National
Flag in hand and flutter-
ing it high in the air. The
dance was based on a pa-
triotic song of great brav-
ery and valour and it in-
stilled the same in the
hearts of all the young
ones watching the per-
formance.

On this occasion it was
just befitting to introduce
to the school all the play-
ers and participants who
had represented and
brought laurels to the

school at the State and
National Level Sports
Competitions.

The PE faculty of the
school had organised for a
Volley Ball match in its
premises between the two
semi finalist houses . This
was another booster to the
young ones of class V and
class VI who witnessed and
enjoyed and cheered their
houses. The Headmistress
Priyanka Shukla, urged all
the students to strive for a
holistic self development
and not to keep themselves
limited to a particular
stream or area. Today , the
world is full of opportuni-
ties and options are limit-
less. So , one should try to
reach out for the one which
he / she thinks can do the
best.

BoB MP&CG Zonal
Manager arriving today

Bhilai, Aug 29: The Zonal
Manager of Bank of
Baroda, Bhopal Zone
(Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh) Girish C
Dalakoti is arriving on
August 30 on his two-day
visit to Durg. He will at-
tend Branch Managers’
meeting, Customer
Conference and other
events during his stay in
Durg. Providing better
customer service and good
facilities to all the cus-
tomers is the ultimate ob-
jective of the bank and for
the fulfillment of this ob-
jective, Dalakoti will en-
courage the branch man-
agers of Durg area. He

will explain how to con-
tribute to the business
growth of the Bank, with
wide publicity of the ex-
cellent products
launched by the Bank.

Deputy General Manager
of Chhattisgarh
Network, Anmay Kumar
Mishra will also discuss
the departmental per-
formance of the branch
managers and seek his
guidance.

A total of 09 regional
offices and 475 branches
are functioning in Bank
of Baroda (BoB) Bhopal
Zone including Bhopal,
Jabalpur, Indore, Ratlam,
Sagar, Raipur, Durg,
Bilaspur, and Dhamtari.
All these regional offices
are controlled by the
Zonal Manager of Bank
of Baroda, Bhopal Zonal
Office.

Saroj Pandey extends support to striking workers

Bhilai, Aug 29:
Government employees
across the state are on
strike for more than a
week demanding dearness
allowance and house rent,
but the Congress govern-
ment led by Bhupesh
Baghel in the state is not
taking any care of them.
On Monday, BJP leader
and Rajya Sabha Member
Saroj Pandey extended
support to the corporation
workers protesting in
front of the Durg
Municipal Corporation of-
fice. She condemned the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel for celebrating
Teeja Pora in CM House
by distributing saris a day
before the Teeja festival in
a situation when the gov-
ernment employees are on
strike for a long time for
their genuine demands.
She added that the CM has
disappointed the women

employees on Teeja by
overlooking their de-
mands.

The striking employees
of Durg Municipal
Corporation were glad on
the arrival of Saroj
Pandey as she has worked
as Mayor for ten consecu-
tive years. All the workers
remembered their old
days. A day before the Teej
festival, when the ritual of
Karu Bhaat is performed,
MP Saroj Pandey distrib-
uted saris to women work-
ers at the dharna spot.

President of

Corporation Employees
Organization Shiv
Sharma, General
Secretary Anil Singh,
Public Relations Officer
Durgesh Gupta and em-
ployees welcomed Saroj
Pandey. While addressing
the striking employees,
she said that it is the mis-
fortune of the state that in
the Congress government
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, who
talks about Chhattisgarhi
identity, women sisters of
Chhattisgarh fight for
their rights even during

the biggest festival Teeja.
Moreover, instead of lis-
tening to their voice, the
government is busy cele-
brating the festival in the
CM House. All the workers
are very disappointed due
to such a negligent atti-
tude of the state govern-
ment. She added that the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has increased the
dearness allowance of the
central employees and ful-
filled their demand. Now the
state government should
also accept the demand of all
the employees. Encouraging

the striking workers, she
said that the BJP stands
firmly with the employees.

BJP State Secretary Usha
Tavari, Former Mayor
Chandrika Chandrakar,
Former Speaker Dinesh
Devangan, District BJP Vice
President Santosh Soni,
Mandal BJP President
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Chandrakar, Lukesh Baghel,
Deepak Chopra, District
BJYM President Nitesh
Sahu, Bani Soni, Rakesh
Yadav, Vijay Tamrakar,
Jitu Rajput and other BJP
leaders were present.

70 city buses to ply on 17 routes

Bhilai, Aug 29: On
Monday, district Guardian
Minister and State
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar chaired
a meeting of the traffic de-
partment officials, union
transport members and
other concerned officials in
the collectorate auditorium
regarding the operation of
the city buses. The main ob-
jective of the meeting was
to make successful opera-
tion of city buses in view of
the public interest. It has

been decided to run 70 city
buses in urban areas, for
which the tender was float-
ed by the department. This
tender has been given to
Reliance Tour and Travels
for various routes in urban
areas. In this meeting, the
Transport Minister was of
the clear opinion that with-
out compromising with the

interests of the common
citizens, better coordina-
tion should be established
with the private bus opera-
tors. He sought opinion
from the private bus opera-
tors and with the consent of
all the transporters and the
concerned officers, the
fixed routes were amended
and the perimeter was lim-

ited. A total of 21 routes
were earmarked for city
bus operation. After mutu-
al agreement, the route
chart was remapped to 17
and in some routes; the end
points were also changed.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar said
that efficient public trans-
port is required for better
urban planning and the
government wants to ac-
complish it by reintroduc-
ing city buses. Public trans-
port is vital for the urban
economy and labour mar-
ket. The state government
wants to promote public
transport through city
buses, so that the negative
effects of fuel consumption

and air pollution can be
minimized. With this, the
citizens of the district will
also get a better option to
travel from one place to an-
other in major destinations
with reasonable fares.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallav,
Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka, DMC
Commissioner Prakash
Kumar Surve, BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, RMC
Commissioner Ashish
Devangan, BCMC
Commissioner Kirtiman
Singh Rathore, Regional
Transport Officer Anubhav
Sharma and other officers
were present.

Visual Policing: Cops 
conduct bike patrolling 

Bhilai, Aug 29: Under the
guidance of Inspector
General of Police (Durg
Range) Badri Narayan
Meena and directions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava, continuous action
is being taken against
anti-social elements and il-
legal activities. In this se-
quel, SP led the cops in
Bike Patrolling under the
visual policing initiatives.
It was a part of the special
campaign being conducted
across the district. More
than 200 jawans on 100
bikes along with all

gazetted officers and sta-
tion / chowki in-charges
conducted the patrolling.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Kumar
were also present. The
Bike Patrol commenced
from Control Room Bhilai
and moved across Civic
Center, Jayanti Stadium,
Sector 5, Sector 3, Boria
Gate, BSNL Chowk, Sector
1 Park, Sector 1 Market
and Sector 2 Chhath Talab,
Sector 6 Jubilee Park and

Sector 7, Sai Mandir,
Hudco and reached the
Civic Center via Sector 8
Suniti Udyan.

During the bike pa-
trolling, SP inspected all
the places. Cops took ac-
tion against anti-social ele-
ments, goons, stuntmen on
bikes, modified silencers,
drug addicts in parks,
hooligans, etc. At the Civic
Center, the women present
in the Teej Programme ap-
proached the
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) and thanked him
for ensuring safety of
women and creating fear

among criminals.
City Superintendent of

Police Bhilai Nagar, City
Superintendent of Police
Chhawani, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Line, City Superintendent
of Police Durg, Police
Station in-charge Bhilai
Nagar, Bhilai Bhatti,
Newai, Mahila Thana,
Jamul, Reserve Inspector,
Subedar Police Lines,
Raksha Team In-charge,
ACCU Team, Traffic
Police, Inspector General
of Police Durg Range
Force were the part of this
patrolling team.

Police conducts surprise
inspection at banks 

Bhilai, Aug 29: Under the
guidance of Inspector
General of Police (Durg
Range) Badri Narayan
Meena and directions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek Pallav,
surprise inspection of all
private and government
banks of Durg district was
conducted on Monday in
view of the upcoming fes-
tive season. During the sur-
prise inspection, the
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) along with
Additional Superintendent
of Police (City) Sanjay

Kumar Dhruv, City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Abhishek Jha,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Gurjit
Singh reached the SBI
branch at Ganjpara to con-
duct security audit. They
checked the siren, alarm
system, security guard,
CCTV, security arrange-
ments etc and gave impor-
tant directions to the bank
manager and other employ-
ees. The defects found dur-
ing checking were asked to
be rectified at the earliest.
Along with banks, all ATM

booths and guards were
also checked.

In view of the incidents
of burglary in front of
banks and the incidents of
robbery and incidents of
targeting of banks by anti-
social elements, Durg
Police conducted a security
audit by surprise inspec-
tion of banks. They
checked the camera angle
and recording quality of
CCTV, working of alarm,
connectivity to control
room, Guards at entry gate
and their weapons. They
also checked whether fire
safety arrangements are in

place, presence of guards at
ATMs, information to po-
lice in case of ATM tamper-
ing, chest wall and security,
display of contact numbers
of concerned SHO police
station, contact number of
senior officers, mock drill,
inspection register etc.
Over the deficiencies found
during inspection, the bank
managers were asked to re-
solve it at the earliest. In
case of lack of knowledge
among guards working in
the bank, they were told to
arrange training for them
through refresher courses
at Police Lines in Durg.

Distributes saris
among striking
women on Teeja

p Public transport to
be promoted to save
fuel and reduce air
pollution

Sundar Rao & Punyavati
BBhhiillaaii:: Sector 1 resident teacher Sundar
Rao left for heavenly abode on Sunday.
Last rites of the mortal remains were
performed at Ramnagar Muktidham.
The next day on Monday, his wife
Punyavati also breathed last. Last rites
of her mortal remains were performed
at Ramnagar Muktidham.

Pt. Devendra Shukla
RRaaiippuurr:: Pt. Devendra Shukla,
R/o Byron Bazar, Raipur
passed way on Aug 28. He
was 51 and was keeping
unwell for long time. He was
husband of Sarika Shukla and

father of Ms. Shruti and Ama and broth-
er-in-law of Jawahar Bajpayee working
in BSP Public Relations. The final rites
were performed here on Monday.

OBITUARY
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Rajnandgaon, Aug 29:
Due to regular strike by
the employees and officers,
the problems of the people
have increased in depart-
ments including educa-
tion, health to tribal wel-
fare, women and child de-
velopment department.
The employees of the
Revenue Department have
also fully joined the dhar-
na, due to which the prob-
lems of the farmers have
also increased. It is to be
known that regarding
other demands including
dearness allowance, a total
of 94 organizations under
the banner of Employees-
Officers Federation are col-
lectively holding an indefi-
nite dharna at the
Nandgaon district head-
quarters. The indefinite
strike, which has been
going on for a week, has
put a hold to the entire ad-
ministrative system.
Almost all the offices are
vacant and many impor-

tant official works are incom-
plete pertaining to the strike.

Money duped on the 
pretext of share trading 
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Aug 29:
An incident of money
duping through share
market trading has come
to fore, but the officials
are not able to take action
as one of the accused
stands missing. The rela-
tives and mother of
Monish Verma also con-
sidered a co accused have
lodged his missing com-
plaint.

According to the infor-
mation received,
Balaghat resident
Narendra Dhanwale,
along with his associates,
appeared before SDOP
and demanded money
from the police adminis-
tration, accusing Monish
Verma, a resident of
Dongargarh, of a trans-
action of Rs 10 lakh.

Similarly, the family
members of Verma, who
exposed the alleged kid-
napping, first com-
plained to the SP about

the call from the kidnap-
pers for ransom.

A complaint letter has
been given against the
unknown accused for
kidnapping and demand-
ing ransom of 6 crores.
Referring to the letter by
the relatives of Monish
Verma in the SP office on
Saturday, the applicant
has applied against Sujit
Pathak, who works as the
petitioner in the Tehsil
office, Jumman Khan, a
resident of Chichola and
Girish Jain, who is the
operator of Fit City Gym.

Variety of competitions mark ‘Pola’ festival
Central Chronicle News

Arang, Aug 29: The festi-
val of 'Pola' in Gram
Paloud was celebrated
with religious fervour and
in traditional manner. On
this occassion the people
decorated the bulls in
colourful manner and in
the houses, the bullock
cart made out of earthen
item were also decorated
along with 'Nandi' and
'Jata Pora' items.

Along with this, delica-
cies of Chhattisgarh viz., '
Thethari', 'Khurmi', 'Chila',
'Gulgula', 'Bhajia' and oth-
ers were made and with
this a race of 'Nadia-Baila'
made out of soil was also
organised for the kids.

On this day of 'Pora
tihar', the farmers got up
early in the morning and
washed the bulls in their
house and then decorated
them with colourful feath-
ers and beads and clothes
and offered prayers to
them.

After this they were of-
fered 'bhoj' in the form of
'Cheela', 'Gulgula', and

other items. On the other
hand, the sprouting of
paddy grains with milk in
it was also offered prayers
and 'bhoj' was offered with
variety of items.

Young children were
seen running 'Baila',
'Nandi' made out of soil by
holding it from one side
with a rope and pulling
and this site was common
in chowks, triangles in the
village. Apart from this
competition in 'Pora
Patakne', 'Kabaddi', 'Bull's

race' and musical chair
was also organised and in
his women in large num-
ber took part.

Apart from this, variety
of other programmes were
also organised by women
on occasion of 'Pora'. The
race of bulls in the ground
in the village was the top-
most attraction and in this
the winners were present-
ed with prizes.

Suraj Sahu informed
that in Gram Paloud, vari-
ety of sports competition

viz. 'Kabaddi', 'Kho-Kho',
'Baila Daud', 'Kursi daud'
and others were also or-
ganised. In this pro-
gramme, District
Panchayat member
Makhan Kurre, Gram
President Baldau
Chandrakar, Badaria
Sahu, Khelan Sahu,
Rajendra Chandrakar,
Kishore, Rakesh, Nohar,
Surendra, Tilak, Lalit,
Bhuneswar and others vil-
lagers were present in
large number.

Meeting of Peace Committee
held for ‘Ganeshotsav’

Central Chronicle News

AArraanngg,,  AAuugg  2299::  The meeting of
members of Peace Committee
was held at Arang Thana in
view of forthcoming festival of
'Ganeshotsav'. In this meeting
consent was reached to cele-
brate it in peaceful and simple
manner. The route of the
tableaux was also fixed. In the
meeting it was decided that all
the tableaux will reach Gyatri
Mandri and then taking a turn
would come one-by-one in a
row. To ensure that no one en-
ters in-between passing of the
tableaux, barricades will be
constructed by the local ad-
ministration and police.

Tehsildar Govind Sinha and
TI Kamla Pusam Thakur urged
all Ganeshotsav Samiti mem-
bers not to play loud music
after 10:30 pm and do not
allow playing of gambling,
'ludo' or any type of intoxica-
tion in the Ganesh's Pandal.

For the immersion, necessary
arrangements will be made
with assistance of the Nagar
Palika. In the meeting Nagar
Palika President
Chandrashekhar Chandrakar,
V-P Narsingh Sahu, corporator
Deepak Chandrakar,
Rammohan Lodhi, Gauri Bai,
Devangan, Samir Gori, Dhruv
Mirgha, Alderman Bharat
Lodhi, Aachu Dewangan and
others were present.

Bodies of all 3 missing
tourists found; toll rises to 6
Central Chronicle News

Ramdha, Aug 29: The
bodies of three persons
who went missing after
bathing in a waterfall in
Korea district were fished
out on Monday, taking the
death toll in the incident
to six, officials said.

All the deceased were
part of a group of 15
members of an extended
family from Madhya
Pradesh, who had on
Sunday gone for a picnic
at the Ramdaha waterfall
under Kotadol police sta-
tion limits, located more
than 300 km from the state
capital Raipur.

Officials on Sunday re-

ceived the information
that seven people had
gone missing while
bathing in the plunge pool
of the waterfall.

Initially, two of the
seven persons were traced
by rescuers and shifted to
hospital. One of them was
declared dead at the hos-
pital while other person
was out of danger, a police
official earlier said.

Two more bodies were
also traced on Sunday.

The search operation,
involving personnel of
the State Disaster
Response Force, Home
Guard, police and local
divers, was halted on
Sunday night.

The operation resumed
on Monday morning and
bodies of the remaining
three missing tourists
were traced, Korea
Collector Kuldeep
Sharma told PTI.

The deceased were
identified as Shweta
Singh (22), Shraddha
Singh (14) and Abhay
Singh (22), he said.

The bodies were sent
for a postmortem and will
later be handed over to
their relatives, he added.

Despite a caution board
placed at the spot request-
ing people not to bathe in
the waterfall, the tourists
went into the deep waters,
a police official said.

More than 900 persons 
took part in ‘Cyclothon’

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Aug 29: Marwari
Yuwa Manch (MYM)
Korba, organised
'Cyclothon' on Aug 28 and
in this students from all the
Schools in Korba city and
teachers took part in large
number and their strength
was more than 900 and
along with this the resi-
dents of city also took in it.

The chief guest in the
programme was Santosh
Kumar Singh, SP District
Korba and he flagged off
the 'Cyclothon' to all the cy-

clists. The rally started
from city's Ghantaghar
Chowk and covered
Budhwari to ITI and pass-
ing through Kosabadi
Chowk concluded at
Ghantaghar Korba. Here
all the participants were of-
fered juice and snacks and
arrangement for it was
done by traders viz. Saheb
Premium, Allied Auto,

Garima Medico, Pari
Electronics, Inder Cycle,
Shri Naresh Trading, JCI
Central.

All the participants were
presented with medal and
certificates and in this pro-
gramme all the office bear-
ers and members of MYM
were present. They in-
formed that for this pro-
gramme they are busy for

last 15 days and due to
which people in large num-
ber took part in the
'Cyclothon'.

On this occasion founder
of MYM Sunil Jain, nation-
al convener of Rajnaitik
Chetana and former
President Neeraj Agrawal,
present working committee
President Satish Agrawal,
Secretary Akshay Agrawal,
Treasurer Aditya Agrawal,
chief convener of the pro-
gramme- Sunny Mittal,
Vikas Mittal, Ayush
Agrawal, Priyam Agrawal,
Anurag Agrawal, Suraj
Agrawal, Ankit Agrawal,
Ashish Agrawal, Pankaj
Dewada, and other mem-
bers played important role.
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p Organised by 
MYM in Korba

Teej festival
increases 

congestion 
in buses 

Rajnandgaon, Aug 29:
Movement in other vehi-
cles including buses
though have increased
due to Teej festival, but  a
large rush is also being re-
ported owing to women
going to their maternal
homes to celebrate the fes-
tival. The festival will
begin on August 30 and
the women folks complied
to a 24 hour fast, praying
for a long life for their
husbands. As per infor-
mation, there is a huge
crowd in the buses, locat-
ed at Nandgaon District
Headquarters towards
routes of Mohla -Manpur ,
Ambagarh outpost to
Khairagarh , Churia ,
Dongargaon , Dongargarh
and otherplaces .

Waterfall Tragedy

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Aug 29:
City Congress President
Kulbir Chhabra has said
that inflation has reached
double digits within the
last 14 months and from
petrol and diesel to cooking
gas prices are on fire. Even
with the introduction of
GST in the prices of domes-
tic essential goods, infla-
tion has increased, due to
which the budget of the
household is completely
spoiled and the public is
shocked.

Talking to reporters at
the Press Club building,
city Congress President
Kulbir Chhabra said that
after the formation of
Modi's government at the
center in the year 2013-14,
there was talk of providing
relief to the common peo-
ple from inflation, but in

the last 8 years, inflation
has increased rapidly. The
graph of unemployment is
also increasing rapidly,and
due to the failed economic
policies of the central gov-
ernment, inflation is at a
record level. Chhabra also
alleged that the burden on
the general public has been
increased by the implemen-
tation of GST on everyday
essential items like house-
hold items, flour, rice, curd,
honey, paneer by Modi gov-
ernment.

Through the Agneepath
scheme, the work of deceiv-
ing the youth has also been
done by the Modi govern-
ment, he said. Senior
Congress leaders Mr.
Kishan Khandelwal,
Suryakant Jain, Amit
Chandravanshi, Mrs. Kanti
Banjare and other
Congress leaders were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Aug 29: As per
instructions by the region-
al working committee, the
election of office bearers
of Chhattisgarh Sahayak
Shikshak Federation
(CSSF) block unit
Pandaria, was held  at
community bhavan in
Pandaria on Sunday.

It was on completion of
the term of the block of-
fice bearers of CSSF that
the new body was formed
and discussions were held
for the activities of the or-
ganisation and the future
strategy at regional level.
Thereafter the elections of
CSSF Pandaria block unit

were held in democratic
manner.

The proposal for the
post of President was put
by Santosh Kumar
Kashyap and Gajanand
Kashyap and Naresh
Kumar Thakur supported
it. This was welcomed by
all the members present
by clapping and in this
way the Block President of
CSSF Pandaria unit was

elected unanimously.
The newly appointed

Block President Suresh
Singh Thakur said that to
strengthen the organisa-
tion is his main objective
and should be that of all
and participation of all is
necessary for the same. I
would delegate all my re-
sponsibilities with due se-
riousness, he added.

In the above election

programme, CSSF region-
al working committee
President CD Bhatt was
present as the observer,
along with District
President Kabirdhaam
Prem Narayan Sharma,
working Committee dis-
trict President Mahesh
Singh Thakur, District V-
P Naveen Thakur, region-
al secretary Rajendra
Sharma.

During this teachers
from Pandaria block
were also present in large
number and this includ-
ed block convener Umrao
Singh Dadsena, patron
Santosh Soni, and
Siddhram Marawi,
Santosh Sahu, Vipin
Pathak, Bharatlal Yadav,
Roshan Jaiswal,
Manohar Lal Dhritlahare
and others.

p Of CSSF Pandaria
block unit

Suresh Singh Thakur elected
President unanimously

Due to rising inflation
public is shocked: Kulbir

People’s problems increased
due to striking employees 

ABPSS extends greetings to Shankar Pandey

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Aug 29: The na-
tional patron of Akhil
Bharatiya Patrakar
Suraksha Samiti (ABPSS)
and senior journalist
Shankar Pandey was felici-
tated by the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at Raipur
Press Club and for which
all the journalists of
ABPSS (GPM) have extend-
ed greetings to him.

The senior journalist
Shankar Pandey is work-
ing for last 40 years in the
field of journalism and has
worked in many well-
known daily Hindi newspa-
per and magazines.
Presently he is Editor-in-
Chief of his own magazine
Chhattisgarh Suraj, which
is not only well-known in

Chhattisgarh, but in other
states as well. Along with
this working as freelance
journalist Shankar Pandey

writes a column 'Aaina-e-
Chhattisgarh' every week
for last many years and of
which people from all sec-

tions anxiously wait to
read it. In the same way he
is playing active role in
journalism in the state.

In the ongoing fight for
safety and security of the
journalists in the country,
many states have taken
firm stand on it. In
Chhattisgarh the group of
senior journalists also held
the need for Journalists
Safety Law and strength-
ened it to such an extent
that CM Bhupesh Baghel
not only formed a commit-
tee to implement this Law,
but has also prepared a
draft for it as well and
which will be enacted as
law shortly.

All the office bearers of
ABPSS District GPM have
extended greetings to the
senior journalist Shankar
Pandey for the felicitation.

On his felicitation at the hands of CM

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Aug 29: On
occasion of 'Pola' festival,
members of Rajiv Yuwa
Mitan Club (RYMC) organ-
ised panchayat-level
sports competition in
Gram Shivpuri. In this
competitions in 'Kabaddi',
'tug-of-war', race of bul-
locks made out of soil. In
'Kabaddi'- two teams of
Bakhledi , Baldevtola and
Shivpuri viz. 'A' and 'B'
took part.

The winning team was
presented with cash of Rs
1101 by RYMC and a medal
and runner's up was pre-
sented with cash of Rs 551.
Shiv Bhakt Yuwa Samiti
presented shield to both
the teams.

In the same way in the
Tug-of-War competition,
women and girls showed
their strength and first the
competition was held bew-
teen Baldev Tola V/s
Shivpuri team and in this

women's team from
Shivpuri won and in the
girl's category, Bakhledi
and Shivpuri team
clashed and in this
Shivpuri's team won.

Among the children, a

race of bullocks made out
of clay was held and in
this Kunal Sahu emerged
winner. In this competi-
tion, all the villagers from
Gram Shivpuri and near-
bya areas were present.

Variety of sports held on ‘Pola’ festival
p Organised under

aegis of RYMC
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Adani Vidya Mandir, Surguja student wins bronze medal

Surguja, Aug 29: When
Neeraj Chopra won the
gold medal in men’s
Javelin throw at the Tokyo
Olympics last year, the
whole country celebrated,
and the win inspired
many. This historic feat
was not only a life-chang-
ing moment for Chopra,
but also for a young boy
named Sameer Yadav
from a small village in
Surguja district of
Chhattisgarh. It was right
at that moment that he de-
cided to take up the sport
and be a javelin thrower.

And what an inspiring
decision it was. The class
10 student of Adani Vidya
Mandi, Surguja recently
(August 7) won the bronze
medal in ‘Javelin Throw

Championship 2022’ or-
ganised by Athletic
Federation of India at
Bilaspur.

“Neeraj Chopra’s win
was inspiring for me. He is
my idol. I want to continue
on this path and win many
more medals in the fu-
ture,” says Sameer.

Son of a farmer, Sameer

is excited about this feat,
but says that this is just
the beginning. And his
sports teacher Binod
Kumar Singh could not
agree more.

“We started prepping
Sameer since last year. We
had another student who
was a javelin thrower in
our school, Vijay Yadav.

They used to practice to-
gether, and they live in the
same village. Sameer par-
ticipated in the under-16
category. After Neeraj
Chopra won the gold
medal, Sameer became
more motivated. As a
sports teacher, I feel that it
is a very good sign that
students want to play

games beyond cricket and
football. Javelin is not an
easy sport and not every-
one has the power to
throw. I want to groom
more medal winners from
our school,” Binod shares.

For Sameer to pursue
his dream of becoming a
national and international
level medal winner,
Principal of AVM,
Surguja, Dilip Pandey is
doing his all to support
him.

“I feel proud, happy, and
excited, all at once. I want
him to do well. I want him
to be the future Neeraj
Chopra and that is why I
am providing all the infra-
structure and facilities to
him so that he can take
this forward and keep at it.
Our location is very re-
mote and that is why we do
not have access to good
coaches. But all the credit
goes to our sports teacher
to give us a medal winner,”
he explains.

Alumni Committee of the IIM-R launches Gyaan Series: Chapter 1
Raipur, Aug 29: The
Alumni Committee of the
Indian Institute of
Management Raipur
launched a new initiative,
the “Gyaan Series:
Chapter 1” to enlighten the
IIM Raipur Alumni stu-
dents on relevant topics al-
lowing them to stay updat-
ed with the recent happen-
ings in the industry.
Developed under the guid-
ance of IIM Raipur
Director Ram Kumar
Kakani, the series is also
geared toward strengthen-
ing the alumni network of

the institute.
The first session of the

series was held online on
Saturday, 27th August 2022,
and Mr. Diwakar Loshali,
Global Head HR Tech, and
Operations, OERLIKON,
attended the event as the

speaker. The event started
with Prof. Archana
Parashar, Chairperson,
Alumni Committee, ad-
dressing the attendees.
She welcomed everyone
and informed them about
the plans of the

Committee which includ-
ed organizing various
events like Homecoming
and City Meets. Next, Prof.
Kakani, in his speech,
talked about the impor-
tance of upskilling. He ex-
pressed his thoughts on
the importance of provid-
ing a platform for the
Institute’s alumni to con-
tinue their learning jour-
ney. In his speech, Mr.
Diwakar Loshali began by
talking about his extensive
experience of over 20
years in the domain of HR.
He continued by talking

about changing business
models and highlighted
the need for agility in or-
ganizations. He touched
upon new developments in
HR, such as the use of ana-
lytics in the field. He fur-
ther enlightened the atten-
dees by sharing his
thoughts on technological
developments and new
and changed policies in
HR. Finally, he gave the at-
tendees insightful answers
to their questions in the
Question-and-Answer ses-
sion at the end of the
event.

GEMS celebrate National Sports Day

Raipur, Aug 29: Along
with the entire country,
Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School cele-
brated National Sports
Day at its Devendra
Nagar campus here. The
programme began with
morning assembly where
the students remembered
Major Dhyan Chand as
this  day is celebrated on
the birth anniversary of
Hockey wizard Dhyan
Chand. Amarnath Tiwari
in his speech threw light
on the importance of this
day. School Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma in a
beautiful way explained
the life and work of
Dhyan Chand and his

contribution towards
sports. Later different
sports disciplines like tug
of war ( for primary stu-
dents), Chess ( for middle
and higher class stu-
dents), Badminton ( for
middle and Higher Class
students) and Volley Ball
for higher class students
were played in which stu-
dents of four houses par-
ticipated. In between
President of Shri Gujrati
Sikshan Sangh Narayan
Bhai Patel, Secretary duo
Tulsi Bhai Patel and
Ashok Bhai Patel, Joint
Secretary Vithal Bhai
Patel, Administrator V K
Mishra along with School
Principal Dr Sharma for-
mally inaugurated the

programme by lighting
the ceremonial lamp and
garlanding the photo-
graph of Major Dhyan
Chand. Secretary Tulsi
Bhai Patel blessed the
children and the guests
initiated the start of
Boys’ Badminton Double
final match for  senior
students. They got  intro-
duced to the students and
later watched the match
till the end. Sports Officer
Shrinivas Rao took the
lead in successfully con-
ducting the programme.
Vice Principal S V
Chandrasekhar and
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Coordinator Bhaskar
Sharma were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

‘Prakriti Vandan’ programme organized
Raipur, Aug 29: Under the
aegis of Hindu Adhyatmik
Sewa Foundation and
Paryavanaran Sanrakshan
Gatividi organized
‘Prakriti Vandan’ pro-
gramme at BSS
Pranavananda English
Medium School premises
in presence of BSS Raipur
Secretary Swami
Shivrupananda, Sangh
Sanchalak Bhaskar
Konhekar, Hindu
Adhyatmik Sewa
Foundation state coordina-
tor Sanjay Joshi secretary
Rajprajapati, ‘Prakriti

Vandan’ programme state
secretary Dhirendra
Mishra and others. In addi-
tion teachers of the school,
staff and students were

present. They all wor-
shipped Banyan tree and
pledged for the conserva-
tion and protection of na-
ture.

IVF comes as a boon for
infertile couple

Raipur, Aug 29: Awoman
diagnosed with unicornu-
ate uterus, a rare condi-
tion which causes to have
only half a uterus, con-
ceived in the first attempt
at Indira IVF. After strug-
gling with infertility for
five years the women has
been able to conceive a
healthy pregnancy with
the help of technological
interventions and assis-
tance of experts at the
clinic.

Laxmi (name changed),
aged 27 years was diag-
nosed with unicornuate
uterus with a rudimenta-
ry horn before arriving at
Indira IVF. However, there
was no diagnosis given for
her husband Sanjeev
(name changed), of 29

years old. After proper
medical examinations of
both the husband and
wife at Indira IVF, it was
found that Laxmi had a
small sized unicornuate
uterus, and Sanjeev had
low sperm count.

With the help of cutting
edge technology and ex-
pert advice of Indira
IVF’s doctors, hormonal
treatment for three
months followed by hys-
teroscopy was chosen as
the route of treatment for
the couple. A single em-
bryo transfer to the uterus
to avoid any complica-
tions was performed.This
led to the successful con-
ception, and Laxmi is now
carrying her baby of
twelve weeks.

Speaking about the de-
velopment, Dr Kshitiz
Murdia, CEO and Co-
founder of Indira IVF
said, “We understand that
infertility in India is a so-
cial problem as much as a
medical one. Couples un-
dergoing treatment face a
range of challenges, with
worry over the outcome
being a major one.
Therefore, it is crucial to
make sure that an IVF
cycle will result in a suc-
cessful pregnancy to the
best possible chance. By
utilising cutting-edge
technology, we work to en-
sure that everyone who
trusts us with their care
has equal access to it and
to help alleviate their con-
cerns.”

Experts discuss nuances of establishing
career in the field of policy making

Raipur, Aug 29: The
eighth session of the
Career Development
Conclave was organized by
Hidayatullah National
Law University, Raipur, on
Sunday, on the theme
“Intersection of Law
&Public Policy’’. The open-
ing remarks were offered
by Dr. Avinash Samal,
where he highlighted role
played by public policy in a
democratic setup. This
was followed by an insight-
ful keynote address by the
Vice Chancellor of HNLU,
Prof. (Dr) V.C.
Vivekanandan.

The esteemed panel con-
sisted of Mr. Suyash
Pande, Advocate and
Public Policy & Training
Consultant, Ms. Shreya
Shrivastava, Senior resi-

dent Fellow at Vidhi
Center for Legal Policy,
Delhi, Ms. Mayuri Gupta,
Research Fellow at Vidhi
Center for Legal Policy,
Delhi and Ms. Manya
Gupta, Senior Research
Fellow at Center for Trade
and Investment Law, Delhi.

The discussion delved
into various nuances of es-
tablishing a career in the
field of policy making. The
panellists pointed towards
importance of carving in-
dividual opinions by up-

dating oneself with the
contemporary topics and
issues revolving around
the legal and social fabric
in the national and inter-
national arena.
Subsequently, the panel
also discussed the role of
legal education as a facili-
tator, rather than a man-
date, in the field of Public
Policy. They further clari-
fied that the knowledge of
the legal framework is
helpful in some essential
functions of public policy

such as empirical re-
search.

The panelists pointed a
plethora of conventional
and conventional roles
available to an individual
even in esteemed branches
of government including
legislature, bureaucracy,
and government advisory
bodies. They opined that
the opportunities available
are broad in nature rang-
ing from policy analysts,
managers, researchers,
drafters etc, with it provid-
ing pupils. The panel also
expounded upon the inter-
national openings in the
sphere of public policy,
which includes working
under organizations like
World Bank, World Trade
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,
Organization for
Economic Co-operation
and Development. For this,
the panel emphasized on
the role of pursuing ad-
vanced degrees in the field
of interest.

While highlighting the

type of work which public
policy encompasses, the
panel enumerated the ac-
tivities of ideation and
identification of areas of
sound research project
while laying special em-
phasis to analysis of poli-
cies.

According to them poli-
cy advocacy is essentially
the amalgamation of poli-
cy making with its advoca-
cy in the public domain
with the aid of various
branches of the govern-
ment, especially judiciary.
It involves lobbying for ei-
ther implementation, im-
provement or prevention
of a particular law. Even
the government plays a
proactive role in the realm
of policy advocacy with
the help of commission re-
ports and media channels
and the same forms a
salient part of public poli-
cy. Dr. Uttam Kumar Panda
delivered the vote of
thanks to the esteemed
panel.

BOM opens its 2215th branch in Choubey Colony

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 29: BOM
inaugurated state of the
art branch at CHOUBEY
COLONY, RAIPUR at
the hands of Arun F.
Kabade, GM Credit-
Retail and MSME, Bank
of Maharashtra and
Chief Guest Mahendra
Singh Chauhan, ED
(Finance), CSPTCL.

Raipur, Aug 29: Bank
of Maharashtra (BOM)
one of the leading public
sector bank today
opened a new state of
the art branch at
Choubey Colony, Raipur
in Chhattisgarh. With
the opening of this
branch, BOM now has a
total of 38 branches and
31 ATMs in
Chhattisgarh. The
Branch shall cater to all
basic banking transac-
tions and also specific

needs of customers, of-
fering the entire spec-
trum of banking prod-
ucts and financial serv-
ices covering Retail,
Agri and MSME sectors.
The Bank offers various
unique products to its
clientele based on their
needs such as ATM cum
debit card, secured in-
ternet banking, 24/7
Customer Care Centre,
and Mobile banking
amongst others.

GM Arun Kabade told
that the bank is increas-
ing its presence very

rapidly in every corner
of the country. He ex-
pects that with the fast
growing network of
branches in
Chhattisgarh, bank will
be able to tap the huge
business potential of the
state and garner more
business. Chief Guest,
Mahendra Singh
Chauhan, ED (Finance),
CSPTCL expressed at
the occasion that “Bank
of Maharashtra’s state
of the art new branch at
Choubey Colony, Raipur
will be helpful for the

people in the locality for
fulfilling all of their
banking and financial
needs.”

Prasanta Kumar Raju,
Zonal Head, said, “We
are delighted to open
one new branch in
Raipur City and fulfill
our commitment to pro-
viding banking services
to retail customers
through a fast expand-
ing network of branches
and other channels. It
will be a one-stop shop
for the banking needs of
the customer, and will
enhance our customer
experience through this
branch”.

Currently, the bank is
serving 30 million cus-
tomers across 28 states
and 6 Union Territories
in India through its 2215
branches and 2182
ATMs. Its vision is to be-
come the country’s pre-
ferred and profitable
public sector banks lead-
ing inclusive digitized
bank serving all cus-
tomer segments and
communities offering
world class products.

Preparations for the
election budget begins

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 29:
The budget preparations
for the election budge for
the next financial year
2023-24 has been started
and this will be the last
budget of the state govern-
ment led by Congress
under leadership of CM
Bhupesh Baghel. In view
of the forthcoming Vidhan
Sabha (VS) polls, the state
government is likely to
make many important and
major declarations related
to welfare of farmers,
labourers, poor, youth and
women.

At the same time for bet-
ter implementation of the

state government’s presti-
gious schemes and public
welfare policies, there can
be provision for more and
more funds this year in the
budget. Presently the size
of the state’s annual budg-
et is above Rs 1 lakh crore.
The Finance department
in order to make pro-
gramme for making of
new budget, has sought
proposals from all the de-
partments.

As per the budget pro-
gramme, the Finance
Department has asked the
Budget Control officers to
provide separate entries of
budget and budget re-
ceipts, an online module
link and hard copy will be
provided on Sept 7. As on
31 March 2022, the infor-
mation about the vehicles,
telephones and computers
and structure of sanc-
tioned posts and assets
(with each department,
HoD and other offices un-

derneath)  be provided  on-
line and in hardcopy  to
the Finance Department
by Sept 13. The last date
for receiving of revenue
receipts, budget proposals
of budget estimates of re-
covery with the Finance
department is Oct 12.
It is from Oct 27 to Nov 4,
there will be discussions
with the officers form the
administrative depart-
ments ( including HoDs
and Special Secretary and
Joint Secretary or Dy.
Secretary level officers) on
revenue receipts or budg-
etary estimates that of the
recovery. All the depart-
ments are required to send
the budget proposals to the
Department by Nov 7.

From Nov 15 to Dec 5,
discussions will be held
with the officers of respec-
tive administrative depart-
ment on the budgetary
proposals. From Dec 19 to
Dec 30, the Finance

Secretary  would hold dis-
cussions with the
Secretaries of other de-
partments about budget-
ary proposals (including
proposals of new
heads).The materials for
the CM’s budget speech,
results, gender and of
budget 2023-24 is Jan 5,
2023.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
will hold talks with
Ministers of different de-
partments on their budget-
ary proposals from Jan 16-
24, 2023 and give final
shape to the budget. The
last date for issuing of or-
ders for re-appropriation
or surrender by the ad-
ministrative departments
is 31 March 2023. The
budgetary proposals for
the Tribal Welfare
Department for special
heads for tribal area sub-
plan and special schemes
for tribals will be sent to
Financial Advisory Cell.

Finance depart-
ment issues budget
prog; proposals
invited from all the
departments

BOM now has a
total of 38 branches
and 31 ATMs in
Ch’garh

In the Career
Development
Conclave 2022 held
at HNLU

At Javelin Throw
Championship 2022

Calls Neeraj Chopra
his idol



LIFE-SIZE STATUE

Members of an Indian-American family poses for photos with a newly-installed life-
size statue of Bollywood superstar Amitabh Bachchan at their residence during an
unveiling ceremony, at Edison City in New Jersey.
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Beirut, Aug 29 (AP) 

The granddaughter of a
former Lebanese presi-
dent and ex-diplomat on
Monday announced her
candidacy for the cash-
strapped country’s upcom-
ing presidential elections
on a platform critical of
Iran-backed Shiite group
Hezbollah. The country’s
political woes are com-
pounded by its crippling
economic crisis, which the
World Bank says is the
worst worldwide in over a
century. The Lebanese
pound has lost over 90 per
cent of its value against
the dollar, with three-
quarters of its population
living in poverty.

Tracy Chamoun, 61, the
granddaughter of late for-
mer President Camille
Chamoun, called for key
reforms to rescue
Lebanon’s comatose econ-
omy and reestablish trust
with international
donors.

But she especially criti-
cised Hezbollah’s influen-
tial role in politics and se-
curity, its arms, and its
impact on Lebanese rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia
and other Gulf states.

Lebanon cannot contin-
ue without its independ-
ence and sovereignty and
without a clear defence
strategy, Chamoun said at
a press conference in

Beirut. Lebanon cannot
be ruled by one group, and
its decisions related to
peace and war can only be
done through its institu-
tions. Chamoun comes
from a prominent
Christian political family.
Her grandfather, the late
president, founded the
right-wing National
Liberal Party.

She also is the daughter
of Dany Chamoun, who
led the party’s Tigers mili-
tia in the Lebanese civil
war from 1975 until 1990.
Five gunmen assassinated
her father in 1990 along-
side his second wife
Ingrid, and their sons, 5
and 7.

Lebanon presidential candidate
on anti-Hezbollah platform

London, Aug 29 (PTI) 

Leading Brazilian civil
society organisations on
Monday called on policy-
makers, charities and com-
panies in India to invest in
partnerships with its local
and regional organisations
on the road to meeting the
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

In an open letter, six
Brazilian non-governmen-
tal organisations (NGOs)
urge prospective partners
to take a closer look at the
ground-breaking results”
achieved in Brazil that
could benefit from India’s
global leadership on tech-

nology and innovation.
The letter follows a gen-

erous grant to all the NGOs
by US philanthropist
MacKenzie Scott, which
they hope will be a catalyst
for others to work with
Brazilian organisations.
Since June last year, Scott
has donated almost USD 4
billion to 465 non-profits
around the world. We be-
lieve there is huge potential
for partnership between
India and Brazil across phi-
lanthropy and civil society,
the open letter reads.
Indian philanthropy’s use
of new-age models and
cloud-based giving plat-
forms represent strong

dual cultures of giving
and innovation. Our
shared positions as pillars
of Global South
economies mean that our
collaboration can truly
shape the global future.
That is why we urge
groups in India to take a
second look at partnering
with Brazilian organisa-
tions that are achieving
ground-breaking results,
it notes. The six NGOs be-
hind the drive to reach out
for Indian partnerships in-
clude Gerando Falc es,
Instituto Rodrigo Mendes,
Instituto Sou da Paz,
Lemann Foundation,
Politize and Vetor Brasil.

Brazil groups call for greater 
philanthropy tie-ups with India

Islamabad, Aug 29 (PTI) 

The death toll from the
devastating floods in
Pakistan neared 1,100
Monday, as international
aid began to trickle in fol-
lowing Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif-led cash-
strapped government’s des-
perate appeal for aid to deal
with the crisis that has dis-
placed 33 million or one-sev-
enth of the country’s popu-
lation.

Pakistan’s Climate
Change Minister Sherry
Rehman called it the “mon-
ster monsoon of the
decade,” while Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail said
the floods have impacted
Pakistan’s economy by USD
10 billion.

At least 1,061 are dead and
1,575 injured, according to
the latest data issued on

Monday by the National
Disaster Management
Authority, the chief nation-

al organisation tasked to
deal with natural calami-
ties.

It said that about 992,871
houses were totally or par-
tially damaged, leaving mil-
lions without access to food,
clean drinking water and
shelter. Around 7,19,558 live-
stock are also dead, as mil-
lions of acres of fertile
farmlands have been inun-
dated by weeks of constant
rains. Officials said the final
death toll could be much
higher, a grim forecast as
thousands of villages in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province remain cut off
from the rest of the country
as swollen rivers destroyed
roads and bridges, the
Express Tribune newspaper
reported.

Death toll from Pakistan floods
near 1,100 as aid trickles in

BRIEF

Cleric retirement 
Baghdad: An influen-
tial Shiite cleric
whose followers have
been staging a sit-in
outside Iraq’s parlia-
ment announced his
resignation from poli-
tics and the closure of
his party offices on
Monday. It is unclear
how Muqtada al-
Sadr’s latest an-
nouncement will af-
fect an ongoing sit-in
by his supporters out-
side Iraq’s parliament
building that has par-
alyzed Iraqi politics
for over four weeks.
Shortly after al-Sadr’s
announcement, hun-
dreds of his followers
rushed to the govern-
ment palace, which
contains the main of-
fices of caretaker
prime minister
Mustafa al-Kadhimi,
to protest there.

Palau quarantine
Taipei: Palau’s vice
president and her
eight-member delega-
tion have been quar-
antined in Taiwan
after two of them test-
ed positive for the
coronavirus. Palau is
one of the 14 countries
still maintaining for-
mal relations with
Taiwan, which China
claims as its own and
has relentlessly
sought to isolate inter-
nationally by depriv-
ing it of diplomatic
partners. Vice
President J. Uduch
Sengebau Senior ar-
rived for an official
five-day visit on
Saturday and was due
to meet with President
Tsai Ing-wen.

Corruption probe
Beijing: Chinese au-
thorities said Monday
that 28 people have
been charged and 15
officials including po-
lice are being investi-
gated for corruption
two months after a
brutal attack on sever-
al women in the
northern city of
Tangshan that
sparked outrage and
safety concerns. The
investigation has gone
beyond the actual at-
tack to encompass
broader allegations of
criminal activity and
police corruption in
the area.

Soldier dies 
The Hague: One of
three Dutch soldiers
wounded in a shooting
outside a hotel in
downtown
Indianapolis over the
weekend has died, the
Defense Ministry said
Monday. The comman-
do died tonight of his
injuries. That hap-
pened surrounded by
family and col-
leagues,” the ministry
said in a statement.
The soldier, whose
identity was not re-
leased, was one of
three members of the
Dutch Commando
Corps who were shot
and wounded early
Saturday in downtown
Indianapolis after
what local police be-
lieve was a disturbance
outside the hotel where
they were staying, au-
thorities said.

Dr. Hong, Tao-Tze, the
leader of Tai Ji Men, cen-
ter, presents a Compass
Clock of Conscience to
Fremont Council mem-
ber Yang Shao, left, and
Palo Alto City Mayor Pat
Burt, during Tai Ji Men
Qigong Academy San
Joses 21st anniversary in
Saratoga, California.

People travel in a trailer pulled by a tractor through a
flooded area of Sohbatpur, a district of Pakistans south-
western Baluchistan province, Monday.

UK Air Force aerobatic
team’s jet suffers bird

hit at airshow
London, Aug 29 (PTI) A
UK Air Force Aerobatic
Team’s aircraft cockpit
canopy was smashed
when it was hit by a bird
during a display at an air-
show in north Wales, ac-
cording to media reports
on Monday. The world-fa-
mous aerial display group
were closing out the Rhyl
Air Show in Denbighshire
in north Wales on Sunday
after a weekend of fly-
pasts by Typhoon jets and
the Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight. The Red
Arrows, officially known
as the Royal Air Force
Aerobatic Team, is the
aerobatics display team of
the Royal Air Force based
at RAF Scampton. David
Montenegro, command-
ing officer of the Red
Arrows, tweeted that the
pilot of Red 6 was “a bit
shaken but well”, the BBC
reported.

F rom the COVID-19 pan-
demic to the war in

Ukraine, misinformation is rife
worldwide. Many tools have
been designed to help people
spot misinformation. The prob-
lem with most of them is how
hard they are to deliver at scale.
But we may have found a solu-
tion. In our new study we de-
signed and tested five short
videos that prebunk viewers, in
order to inoculate them from
the deceptive and manipulative
techniques often used online to
mislead people. Our study is the
largest of its kind and the first
to test this kind of intervention
on YouTube. Five million people
were shown the videos, of
which one million watched
them.

We found that not only do
these videos help people spot
misinformation in controlled
experiments, but also in the real
world. Watching one of our
videos via a YouTube ad boost-
ed YouTube users' ability to
recognise misinformation. As
opposed to prebunking, debunk-
ing (or fact-checking) misinfor-
mation has several problems.
It's often difficult to establish
what the truth is.

Fact-checks also frequently
fail to reach the people who are
most likely to believe the misin-
formation, and getting people to
accept fact-checks can be chal-

lenging, especially if people
have a strong political identity.
Studies show that publishing
fact-checks online does not fully
reverse the effects of misinfor-
mation, a phenomenon known
as the continued influence ef-
fect. So far, researchers have
struggled to find a solution that
can rapidly reach millions of
people.

The big idea
Inoculation theory is the no-

tion that you can forge psycho-
logical resistance against at-
tempts to manipulate you, much
like a medical vaccine is a weak-
ened version of a pathogen that
prompts your immune system
to create antibodies.
Prebunking interventions are
mostly based on this theory.

Most models have focused on
counteracting individual exam-
ples of misinformation, such as
posts about climate change.
However, in recent years re-
searchers including ourselves
have explored ways to inoculate
people against the techniques
and tropes that underlie much
of the misinformation we see
online. Such techniques include
the use of emotive language to
trigger outrage and fear, or the
scapegoating of people and
groups for an issue they have lit-
tle-to-no control over.

Online games such as Cranky
Uncle and Bad News were
among the first attempts to try
this prebunking method. There
are several advantages to this
approach. You don't have to act
as the arbiter of truth as you
don't have to fact-check specific
claims you see online. It allows
you to side-step emotive discus-
sions about the credibility of
news sources. And perhaps
most importantly, you do not
need to know what piece of mis-
information will go viral next.

A scalable approach

But not everyone has the time
or motivation to play a game - so
we collaborated with Jigsaw
(Google's research unit) on a so-
lution to reach more of these
people. Our team developed five
prebunking videos, each lasting
less than two minutes, which
aimed to immunise viewers
against a different manipula-
tion technique or logical fallacy.
As part of the project, we
launched a website where peo-
ple can watch and download
these videos. We first tested
their impact in the lab. We ran
six experiments (with about
6,400 participants in total) in
which people watched one of
our videos or an unrelated con-
trol video about freezer burn.
Afterwards, within 24 hours of
viewing the video, they were
asked to evaluate a series of
(unpublished) social media con-
tent examples that either did or
did not make use of misinfor-
mation techniques. We found
that people who saw our pre-
bunking videos were signifi-
cantly less liable to manipula-
tion than the control partici-
pants.

But findings from lab studies
do not necessarily translate to
the real world. So we also ran a
field study on YouTube, the
world's second-most visited
website (owned by Google), to
test the effectiveness of the
video interventions there.

For this study we focused on
US YouTube users over 18 years
old who had previously watched
political content on the plat-
form. We ran an ad campaign
with two of our videos, showing
them to around 1 million
YouTube users. Next we used
YouTube's BrandLift engage-
ment tool to ask people who saw
a prebunking video to answer
one multiple-choice question.

The question assessed their

ability to identify a manipula-
tion technique in a news head-
line. We also had a control
group, which answered the
same survey question but did-
n't see the prebunking video.
We found the prebunking
group was 5-10% better than
the control group at correctly
identifying misinformation,
showing that this approach im-
proves resilience even in a dis-
tracting environment like
YouTube.

Our videos would cost less
than 4p per video view (this
would cover YouTube advertis-
ing fees). As a result of this
study, Google is going to run an
ad campaign using similar
videos in September 2022. This
campaign will be run in Poland
and the Czech Republic to
counter disinformation about
refugees within the context of
the Russia-Ukraine war.

When you are trying to build
resilience, it is useful to avoid
being too direct in telling peo-
ple what to believe, because
that might trigger something
called psychological reactance.
Reactance means that people
feel their freedom to make deci-
sions is being threatened, lead-
ing to them digging their heels
in and rejecting new informa-
tion. Inoculation theory is
about empowering people to
make their own decisions
about what to believe.

At times, the spread of con-
spiracy theories and false infor-
mation online can be over-
whelming. But our study has
shown it is possible to turn the
tide. The more that social
media platforms work together
with independent scientists to
design, test and implement
scalable, evidence-based solu-
tions, the better our chances of
making society immune to the
onslaught of misinformation.

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Since  1974  Volume  10  No. 151

Safegurd Ramsar sites
It is obvious that the most

recent addition of 11 sites to
the Ramsar list as a part of
conservation efforts provides
relief to the worsening situa-
tion of wetlands across the
country, especially in urban
areas, at a time when India
has lost about 30% of its natu-
ral wetlands over the past
three decades. India is at the
top of the list in South Asia
and currently has the most
Ramsar sites and the largest
area covered by them.
Wetlands are abundant in bio-
diversity and serve as impor-
tant carbon sinks. They  play
an integral role in maintain-
ing the natural cycles and sup-
porting biodiversity in the en-
vironment. Apart from play-
ing host to a variety of fauna,
they play a significant role in
improving the quality of
water, reducing coastal storm
damage, and maintaining
stream flows. Wetlands are
rapidly vanishing as a result
of human activity. Lack of
wetlands can have detrimen-
tal consequences on a number
of things, including the pre-
vention of disasters, the secu-
rity of food and water, and the
control of climate
change.Without wetlands, the
water cycle, carbon cycle and
nutrient cycle would be signif-
icantly altered, mostly detri-
mentally. Government initia-
tives to protect wetlands in
India started in 1987, with a
primary focus on biological
conservation techniques.
Wetland protection is also a
crucial commitment for the
sake of humanity, preserving
the nation's biodiversity, and
meeting the Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030. In
recognition of the importance
of protecting wetlands for en-
vironmental sustainability,
February 2nd has been de-
clared as World Wetlands Day.
The day also commemorates
the adoption of the Wetlands
Convention on February 2,
1971 in Ramsar, Iran.The
Convention's declared goal is
to "conserve and wisely use all
wetlands through local, na-
tional, and international
measures as a contribution to
achieving sustainable devel-
opment across the
world."Therefore, one of our
key priorities is inspiring peo-
ple to care more about wet-
lands and to support initia-
tives to conserve and restore
them.

Dr. Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma, Hyderabad

Congress inertia
The new development

shows that the Congress lead-
ership has not learnt any les-
sons. His remarks in a letter to
Sonia Gandhi that the party
has reached a point of ‘no re-
turn’ should be considered as
a statement of fact. If the
same situation continues, it
will mean that the one-time
majestic party has made up its
mind to make Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s work of
‘Congress-mukt’ Bharat easy.
Azad’s departure must make
the Congress focus on the
grassroots for its survival.

Satish Sharma, Kaithal

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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People make eco-friendly Lord Ganesha idols to achieve the Guinness record for the most people sculpting modelling clay si-
multaneously ahead of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in Bengaluru. The record was achieved by Karnataka State Pollution Control
Board and Shri Vidyaranya Yuvaka Sangha. 

YouTube: How a team of scientists worked to
inoculate a million users against misinformation

GUINNESS RECORD

S cientists in the US
have developed a

durable and safe-to-use
coating that may kill the
COVID-19 causing SARS-
CoV-2 virus, E. coli and
MRSA bacteria, and a vari-
ety of other pathogens
within minutes.

The coating developed by
researchers at the
University of Michigan
killed 99.9 per cent of mi-
crobes even after months of
repeated cleaning and
abrasion on real-world sur-
faces like keyboards, cell
phone screens and chicken-
slathered cutting boards.

The coating could be a
game changer in tradition-
ally germ-laden public
spaces like airports and
hospitals, said Anish
Tuteja, a professor at the
University of Michigan.
"Disinfectant cleaners can

kill germs in only a minute
or two but they dissipate
quickly and leave surfaces
vulnerable to reinfection"
said Tuteja, a co-correspon-
ding author of the research
published in the journal
Matter.

"We do have long-lasting
antibacterial surfaces
based on metals like copper
and zinc, but they take
hours to kill bacteria. This
coating offers the best of
both worlds," he explained.
The coating, which is clear
and can be brushed or
sprayed on, uses antimicro-
bial molecules derived
from tea tree oil and cinna-
mon oil, both used for cen-
turies as safe and effective
germ killers that work in
under two minutes, the re-
searchers said.

The coating's durability
comes from polyurethane,

a tough, varnish-like sealer
that is commonly used on
surfaces like floors and fur-
niture, they said. "The an-
timicrobials we tested are
classified as 'generally re-
garded as safe' by the FDA,
and some have even been
approved as food addi-
tives," Tuteja said.

"Polyurethane is a safe
and very commonly used
coating. But we did do toxi-
city testing just to be sure,
and we found that our par-
ticular combination of in-
gredients is even safer than
many of today's antimicro-
bials," he added.

The results of the study's
durability tests suggest that
the coating could keep
killing germs for six
months or longer before its
oil begins to evaporate and
reduce its disinfectant
power.

However, even then,
Tuteja said it can be
recharged by wiping it
with fresh oil which is re-
absorbed by the surface,
starting the cycle again.
Tuteja estimates that the
technology could be com-
mercially available within
a year.

It has been licensed to
Hygratek, a spinoff compa-
ny that Tuteja founded
with assistance from the
University of Michigan
Innovation Partnerships.

The key challenge in
making the coating was to
combine the oil and
polyurethane in a way that
let the oil molecules do
their germ-killing work
while preventing them
from evaporating quickly.

The team, including asso-
ciate professor Geeta
Mehta, and materials sci-

ence and engineering PhD
students Abhishek Dhyani
and Taylor Repetto, found a
possible solution in cross-
linking, a well-known
process that uses heating to
link materials together at
the molecular level.

The smaller oil molecules
readily combined with the
cross-linking polymer mol-
ecules, forming a stable ma-
trix, the researchers said.

However, to kill germs,
the oil molecules need to
penetrate their cell walls,
which they can't do if they
are tightly tethered into the
matrix.

Eventually, they found a
middle ground by partially
cross-linking the materials
-- enough to keep some of
the molecules free to do
their work, but keeping oth-
ers bound tightly to the
polyurethane.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

JON ROOZENBEEK

R ecently the Union Home Minister has given a call for
''wiping out terror'' in Jammu and Kashmir indicating

that enough is now enough as four decades of this grievous
problem unleashed by Pakistan has been testing our collec-
tive patience. However, the need of the hour is making our
borders totally impenetrable rather invincible. Therefore,
Union Home Minister’s assertive call to security forces and
the Jammu and Kashmir Police to never let any sort of com-
placency to set in instead to continue with coordinated ef-
forts in wiping out this affliction once and for all from
Jammu and Kashmir, assumes great importance. It is no
denying the fact that strengthening the security grid has re-
sulted into preventing commissioning of any mischief ex-
ploding into any violent attacks and other diabolic and hos-
tile acts but lot more is needed to be done and that too, on a
continuous basis. In that, what was necessarily needed was
meticulous and ”well planned” counter terrorism opera-
tions. The importance of seriousness accorded to the contin-
uous attempts at regular intervals of Pakistani infiltration
and inducting into our territories its trained and armed peo-
ple to thwart each and every such attempt, can be seen in the
high level security review meeting held at New Delhi which
besides Amit Shah, the Union Home Minister, was attended
by the Lieutenant Governor and other top security and
Police officers. The vision of the Prime Minister to have a
peaceful, prosperous and inclusive growth oriented Jammu
and Kashmir could be possible with better and quicker re-
sults and with speed in the environs of totally finishing of
the Pakistani malaise of thrust terror war on us. For that to
be doubly ensured, it was imperative to making the
International Border (IB) and Line of Control (LoC) “im-
pregnable”. Not mincing any words, it could also be inferred
to have all such loose points and porous spots along these
borders identified and suitably plugged to prevent any type
of infiltration. Unless that was done in the most effective
way, much could not be achieved on the front and if
achieved, that could be only a short term achievement to be
reversed with fresh reinforcements and replenishing of ar-
moury and arsenal smuggled in through weak and porous
points used by the militants. The high level security review
meeting presided over by the Union Home Minister must
surely convey the intents and purposes of the Indian
Government to ensure that the edifice of the remaining
”residue” of militancy crumbled as soon as possible in
Jammu and Kashmir. Terror ecosystem is an organised
structure not only in terms of arms, ammunition, training
and being sponsored and promoted by a belligerent neigh-
bour and its various agencies but also by brainwashing the
freshly recruited ranks and indoctrinating them to the hilt
to be reduced to the lumps of spreading hate, terror and fear
coupled with lawlessness and engaging security forces in
combat operations even. What for and why, these misled and
led astray young persons themselves do not know. The
Government has fairly to note, as it is fully aware of the fact,
that due to Pakistan’s state policy and desperation on ac-
count of meddling by various non-state actors, it will contin-
ue to push and send in infiltrators along with arms and am-
munition into Jammu and Kashmir. Anti infiltration grid
must, therefore, be further fortified and post infiltration at-
tempts thwarted right before attempts to cause violence suc-
ceeded in any way. Last few years have amply demonstrated
how the backbone of sponsored terrorism is weakened to be
now fully broken to never ever resurrect. Impending and
forthcoming elections in the near future to the UT Assembly
demands more vigil and extreme caution as series of mis-
chief must be presently under the ”stage” of being stitched
by forces from across the border.

Making our borders 
more secure

T he Kerala High Court's verdict passed on last Friday
upholding a decision of the Malappuram district au-

thorities to deny permission for establishing a new mosque
in a locality which already has 36 mosques within a 5-km ra-
dius has caught the attention of the entire country. Reports
say that a Muslim organization sought permission to con-
vert a commercial building into a mosque; the district ad-
ministration denied it, citing the above-mentioned reason.
The organization then approached the Kerala High Court.
While the Court found the district administration's decision
to be justified, Justice PV Kunhikrishnan, in his order made
certain observations which hold a lot of significance, espe-
cially for those states where the mushroom growth of
mosques has become a serious problem. According to the
court, though mosques are important to Muslims, "it is not
stated in the above verses of the Holy Quran that a mosque
is necessary for every nook and corner." The Kerala High
Court also said that "it is not stated in the 'Hadis' or in the
Holy Quran that a mosque is to be situated adjacent to the
house of every Muslim community member. Distance is not
the criteria, but reaching the mosque is important."
Moreover, according to Justice Kunhikrishnan, Kerala is
known as 'God's own country because of the peculiar geo-
graphical situation of the state. "But we are exhausted with
religious places and prayer halls, and we are not in a posi-
tion to allow any new religious places and prayer halls ex-
cept in the rarest of rare cases," the judge observed. The
High Court also referred to a study on religious structures of
Kerala, based on the 2011 Census report, which showed that
the tiny state with 38,863 sq m area (half of Assam's area of
78, 438 sq km) has 10 times the number of religious struc-
tures as villages and 3.5 times the number of hospitals. In
view of this, the High Court said that Kerala was "exhausted
with religious institutions and prayer halls" and that "if
every devotee... Hindu, Christian, Muslim, Jew, Parsi, etc.,
start to construct religious places and prayer halls near his
or her residence, the state will face the serious consequence,
including communal disharmony." The Kerala High Court's
verdict throws up several questions for a state like Assam
where, on one hand, the percentage of Muslims is on the rise
(thanks to infiltration), and on the other hand, mosques are
being increasingly used for jihadi, terrorist and anti-nation-
al activities. One also wonders whether in Assam one re-
quires to obtain permission to set up religious institutions,
including mosques. The question of the use of loudspeakers
is another pending matter.

Too many mosques 
in god’s own country 

New durable coating may kill COVID 
virus in minutes, says scientists 
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Automobile hub

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar  said the state
has become an auto-
mobile hub, as he re-
called leading au-
tomaker Suzuki’s jour-
ney in India beginning
from Gurugram four
decades ago. He said
Maruti Suzuki’s third
plant in Haryana,
being set up in
Kharkhoda in Sonipat,
will be an important
milestone in the pros-
perity of the state as
well as the region. The
company currently
has two plants in the
state in Gurugram
and Manesar.

Investment
Kolkata: Leading
food tech company
RailRestro said it will
be investing USD 20-30
million for building a
robust logistics infra-
structure and will un-
dertake rapid expan-
sion in coverage with
a focus on the east, an
official said. The
Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC)
authorised catering
partner is engaged in
the delivery of restau-
rant food to passen-
gers directly into
trains at railway sta-
tions of choice. The
infrastructure exer-
cise primarily focuses
on a company-owned
delivery fleet to serv-
ice all the railway sta-
tions that it covers
across the nation.

Make-In Odisha
Bhubaneswar:
Ahead of the Make-In
Odisha conclave from
November 30 to
December 4, Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik is scheduled
to meet ambassadors
and high commission-
ers of 16 different
countries at the na-
tional capital on
August 31, official
sources said. Patnaik,
who will leave on a
six-day visit to Delhi,
will interact with am-
bassadors and high
commissioners of
countries like Japan,
South Korea,
Australia, United
Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain,
Oman, Qatar,
Singapore, United
Kingdom, Germany,
France, Italy,
Luxembourg,
Belgium, USA and
some other counties
and woo them to in-
vest in Odisha.

Export ban
Noida: The Supertech
twin towers in Noida
were demolished on
Sunday, a year after
the Supreme Court’s
direction to raze the il-
legally built struc-
tures to the ground.
The nearly 100-metre-
high structures taller
than Delhi’s iconic
Qutub Minar (73 me-
tres) were brought to
the ground in seconds
literally like a house
of cards by the ‘water-
fall implosion’ tech-
nique, in a breathtak-
ing spectacle of mod-
ern day engineering.
They were the tallest
structures to be de-
molished in India.
Minutes after the
demolition, the near-
by buildings appeared
to be safe. A detailed
safety audit is expect-
ed later.

NEW LAUNCH

BCCI President Sourav Ganguly speaks at the launch of a new campaign of Senco
Gold Limiteds online gold transaction platform named DG Gold, in Kolkata, 

Mumbai, Aug 29: 

Wall Street brokerage
Bank of America
Securities has sharply re-
vised upward its Nifty
forecast in the range of
18,500-19,500 points by
December, after two suc-
cessive downward revi-
sions in June and earlier
this month. The brokerage
cited the recent buying
spree by foreign portfolio
investors, pumping in
more than Rs 44,000 crore
in this month, along with
continuing domestic
flows, strong fiscal funda-
mentals and buoyant tax
collections as key positives
for the upper range, while
the negatives include
faster-than-expected re-
vival in China, weakening
in global macro/geopoli-
tics in the reminder of the
year. “While we expect fur-
ther downside risks to
earnings from spillover ef-
fects of the weakening
global macro and high
base for Nifty profits for
rest of the year, it is un-

likely to be steep near-
term, given sharp correc-
tion in crude/commodi-
ties. So we expect Nifty to
trade within a range of
17,000-19,500, as
positive/negative risks
play out, with 18,500 points
as our base-case target for
December, BofA analysts
said in a note on Monday.
The report comes even
though the domestic mar-
ket fell sharply to the tune
of 1.5 per cent mirroring
the free fall in global mar-
kets after last Friday’s
statement by US Federal
Reserve chairman Jerome
Powell that he would have
to continue to hike rates
sharply for some more
time to tame inflation that
is trending at a four-
decade high. Accordingly,
the Sensex fell 1.46 per
cent to 57,972.62 and the
Nifty slipped 1.40 per cent
to 17,312.90. The new high
Nifty target comes within
two weeks of the agency
sharply revising down the
index target (August 11) to
15,600 points by December,

a 10 per cent correction
from the July-end levels.
And after a steep 10 per
cent correction it had fore-
cast in June for the Nifty
at 14,500 points. Both the
revisions were based on
the massive sell-off that
FPIs (Foreign Portfolio
Investors) did in the mar-
ket, pulling out over USD
29 billion between
January and July. But
since then the FPIs have
pumped in over Rs 44,000
in August. The inflow
came after whopping Rs
2.46 lakh crore of outflow
between October 2021 and
June 2022. The BofA re-
port said its optimism
comes from the country
having only two state elec-
tions — Gujarat and
Karnataka — among large
states until November
2023, providing a window
for continued reforms, and
the economy is relatively
well-placed among emerg-
ing markets. Another tail-
wind is the recent sharp
correction in crude/com-
modity prices.

BofA revises Nifty target upward
at 18,500-19,500 by December

Axis Bank stake in
Max Life

Insurance likely to
rise to 20% 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Axis Bank is likely to
raise its stake in Max Life
Insurance to about 20 per cent
over the next 6-9 months, the
insurance company’s CEO
Prashant Tripathy said. Currently,
Axis Bank and its two sub-
sidiaries Axis Capital Ltd and Axis
Securities Ltd collectively own
12.99 per cent of Max Life
Insurance post approval of the
deal in April last year. “The bank
currently holds about 13 per cent
and we are hopeful that over the
next 2-3 quarters they would be
able to take it to 20 per cent,”
Tripathy told PTI in an interview.
Under the deal, the Axis entities
also have the right to acquire an
additional stake of up to seven
per cent in Max Life, in one or
more tranches, subject to regula-
tory approvals. He further said
bancassurance with Axis Bank
has seen a growth of 18-20 per
cent over the last five years and
60 per cent of new sales come
from the Axis Bank tie-up at pres-
ent. Besides Axis Bank, the life
insurer has bancassurance part-
nerships with Yes Bank and a few
other cooperative banks.
Bancassurance is an arrange-
ment between a bank and an
insurance company, allowing the
latter to sell its products to the
bank’s customers and others
through the branch network.

New Delhi, Aug 29:  

Grasim Industries, the
flagship company of
Aditya Birla Group,
would invest Rs 3,117
crore on its existing busi-
nesses in FY23, its
Chairman Kumar
Mangalam Birla said on
Monday. This investment
would be towards capaci-
ty creation and moderni-
sation of plants. “For
FY23, your company has
earmarked Rs 3,117 crore

for the existing lines of
businesses excluding the
paints and B2B e-com-
merce business,” said
Birla while addressing
shareholders of the com-
pany. About the compa-
ny’s “strategic foray”
into paints and B2B e-
commerce, he said these
are decisive steps for a
strong growth.

“Both paints and B2B
E-commerce businesses
complement the existing
lines of business within
the Grasim umbrella.
They cater to a large
market, offer access to
new customer pools, and
hold the promise of cre-
ating sustained stake-
holder value,” he said.
The company’s board
has already approved a
total capex of Rs 10,000

crore for the paints busi-
ness, out of which Rs 605
crore has been spent till
FY22, he said.
“Additionally, the compa-
ny has earmarked Rs
2,000 crore for the B2B e-
commerce business,”
Birla added.

In July this year,
Grasim announced its
entry into B2B e-com-
merce platform for the
building material seg-
ment with an investment
of Rs 2,000 crore over the
next five years.

This platform will be
operated by a newly re-
cruited leadership team
from the digital ecosys-
tem, it had said. In FY22,
Grasim spent a total
capex of Rs 1,958 crore,
Birla said. Consolidated
revenue for the year was

Rs 95,701 crore, up 25 per
cent year-on-year. About
the paint business, Birla
said it is on track to meet
the timelines for com-
missioning of the plant
starting from Q4 of
FY24. “We have acceler-
ated our pace of invest-
ments in the paints busi-
ness by doubling the cap-
ital expenditure commit-
ment to Rs 10,000 crore,”
said Birla. The paint
business has obtained
land possession at all its
six sites, and the civil
construction work has
commenced at four sites,
he said. For its VSF (vis-
cose staple fibre) busi-
ness, Grasim has set an
ambitious target to
achieve net-zero carbon
emissions across all its
operations by 2040.

Grasim earmarks Rs 3,117 cr capex
for existing business for FY23: Birla

New Delhi, Aug 29:

The country’s largest re-
tailer Reliance Industries
on Monday announced
that it will enter the fast-
moving consumer goods
(FMCG) business this year
as part of its expansion
plan. Addressing the 45th
AGM of Reliance
Industries on Monday,
Reliance Retail Ventures
Ltd (RRVL) Director Isha
Ambani said: “This year,
we will launch our FMCG
goods business”. The ob-
jective of this business
will be to develop and de-
liver products and solve
every Indian’s daily needs,
with high-quality products
at affordable pricing, she
said while addressing
Reliance Industries’ annu-
al general meeting. In

FY22, Reliance Retail
strengthened the presence
of its own brands by
launching several new
products across the cate-
gories as staples, home,
personal care and general
merchandise, said Isha
Ambani. The Indian
FMCG market is estimat-
ed to be over USD 100 bil-
lion and is largely domi-
nated by big firms, such as
HUL, Reckitt, P&G, Nestle

and homegrown compa-
nies like Dabur, Emami
and Marico. It will now
compete with Adani
Wilmar and other FMCG
companies.

Isha Ambani further
said Reliance Retail will
continue expanding its
reach to more customers
by adding stores and mer-
chant partners through its
new commerce initiative
Jio Mart. “Reliance
Retail’s strategy is to inte-
grate with millions of
small merchants and pro-
vide them with a platform
to prosper. Since the
launch two years ago, it
has grown merchant part-
ners base to over 20 lakh
partners,” she said.
Reliance Retail adds
around 1.5 lakh partners a
month.

Reliance to enter 
FMCG business this year

Mumbai, Aug 29: 

Equity markets buckled
under selling pressure on
Monday as an intense sell-
off emerged in IT, teck and
banking stocks amid a
bearish trend overseas fol-
lowing hawkish comments
from the US Federal
Reserve.

A depreciating rupee
and spurt in the global
crude oil prices also damp-
ened market sentiment,
analysts said. After tum-
bling over 1,460 points in
early trade, the BSE
benchmark Sensex tanked
861.25 points or 1.46 per
cent to settle at 57,972.62.
During the day, it tumbled
1,466.4 points or 2.49 per
cent to 57,367.47. Similarly,
the NSE Nifty fell 246
points or 1.4 per cent to
17,312.90. Rate-sensitive
stocks declined as Federal
Reserve Governor Jerome

Powell’s comments fuelled
expectations of more ag-
gressive US rate hikes to
fight runaway inflation,
according to the analysts.
Tech Mahindra was the
biggest loser in the Sensex
pack, shedding 4.57 per
cent, followed by Infosys,
Wipro, HCL Technologies,
Tata Consultancy
Services, Kotak Mahindra

Bank, Tata Steel, Axis
Bank, ICICI Bank and
State Bank of India.

On the other hand,
Maruti, Nestle, Asian
Paints, ITC, M&M and
Hindustan Unilever were
among the gainers. Shares
of Reliance Industries
ended 0.84 per cent lower
after billionaire Mukesh
Ambani on Monday laid

bare the succession plan at
India’s most valuable com-
pany, identifying twins
children Akash and Isha
for telecom and retail lead-
ership, and youngest son
Anant for new energy unit
at the RIL’s annual general
meeting. It has earmarked
Rs 2 lakh crore investment
for a 5G network and plans
to launch the high-speed
services in key cities by
Diwali.

In addition, RIL will also
invest Rs 75,000 crore in
the next five years to ex-
pand its petrochemical ca-
pacity. In the broader mar-
ket, the BSE midcap gauge
declined 0.80 per cent and
smallcap index fell 0.57 per
cent. Among the BSE sec-
toral indices, IT fell the
most by 3.34 per cent and
teck declined by 3.14 per
cent. The other laggards
were bank, finance, metal,
realty, and basic materials.

Sensex sinks 861 points as hawkish Fed roils global markets

New Delhi, Aug 29: 

All subsidised fertilisers
including urea and DAP
will be sold under the sin-
gle brand ‘Bharat’ from
October, a move aimed at
ensuring timely availabili-
ty of soil nutrients to
farmers and reducing the
freight subsidy.
Announcing the new ini-
tiative ‘One Nation One
Fertiliser’ under the fer-
tiliser subsidy scheme
‘Pradhanmantri Bhartiya
Janurvarak Pariyojna
(PMBJP)’, Chemicals and
Fertilisers Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said
the companies are allowed
to display their name,
brand, logo and other rele-
vant product information

only on one-third space of
their bags. On the remain-
ing two-thirds space, he
said the Bharat brand and
PMBJP logo will have to
be shown. The companies
have been given time till
year-end to clear their old
stock.

In the last financial year,
the central government in-
curred a fertiliser subsidy
bill of Rs 1.62 lakh crore.
In view of a sharp rise in
global prices in the last 5-6
months, the government’s
subsidy bill is estimated to
rise to Rs 2.25 lakh crore in
the current fiscal.
Explaining the logic for in-
troducing this scheme,
Mandaviya said the gov-
ernment subsidises 80 per
cent of the retail price of

urea, 65 per cent of Di-am-
monium Phosphate (DAP),
55 per cent of NPKs and 31
per cent of Muriate of
Potash (MoP) prices.
Freight subsidy is also
provided in the range of
Rs 6,000-9,000 crore annu-
ally.

Although the specifica-
tions of fertilisers manu-
factured by different com-
panies are same as per the
Fertiliser Control Order
1985 across the nation, the
products are manufac-
tured and marketed under
different brands in differ-
ent states, he said. The
minister said there is a
criss-cross movement of
fertilisers across states,
causing delays in trans-
portation of soil nutrients

and putting a freight sub-
sidy burden on the govern-
ment. For instance, coop-
eratives IFFCO and KRIB-
CO have their manufactur-
ing units in Uttar Pradesh
but they transport and sell
their products in
Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh. Chambal
Fertilisers and Chemicals
Ltd (CFCL) has a manufac-
turing unit in Rajasthan
but sells its products in
Madhya Pradesh. National
Fertiliser Ltd has a unit in
MP but sells in Uttar
Pradesh, he said.

In some cases, fertilisers
are manufactured in west-
ern India for marketing in
the Eastern region of the
country. “The whole idea
behind introducing a sin-

gle brand is to stop this
criss-cross movement, en-
sure companies sell their
products in close vicinity
of their manufacturing
units and avoid unneces-
sary transportation,” he
said.

The initiative will in-
crease and ensure the
availability of fertilisers,
streamline the supply
process without bottle-
necks, bring uniformity in
fertiliser supply, control
unhealthy competition
among companies, and re-
duce the freight subsidy
burden.

This will also strength-
en the real-time monitor-
ing of movement, avail-
ability, and sales of fertilis-
er in a state, he said.

All subsidised fertilisers to be sold 
under single brand ‘Bharat’ from October

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2299::  

The main structure of the
new Parliament building has
been completed and now the
internal finishing work is going
on, Tata Projects CEO and
Managing Director Vinayak Pai
said. Tata Projects Ltd is con-
structing the new Parliament
building which will have a
grand constitution hall to
showcase India’s democratic
heritage, a lounge for mem-
bers of Parliament, a library,
multiple committee rooms,
dining areas and ample parking
space. “The main structure (of
the new Parliament building)
has been completed. We are
now at the stage where we are
doing a lot of internal finishing
work,” Pai told PTI in an inter-
view. “... it is one of its kind, so
the finishes are very well
thought out by the architects,
procuring that and doing all the

finishing,” he added. The gov-
ernment has maintained that
the winter session of
Parliament will be held in the
new building being built under
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s ambitious Central Vista
redevelopment project.
Replying to a question on how
Tata Projects is coping with the
challenge of high inflationary
pressure, Pai said there are
definitely challenges which
most of the industries are fac-

ing as they rely on a lot on
commodities. “So, one one
thing which we have to con-
stantly look at is procuring
smart. So, we have long-term
contracts on a lot of our bulk
material purchases we do,” Pai
said.

The other thing by now, he
said, many of the contracts
have matured where the pro-
curement agreements have
price variation clauses.

“So, that gives us protec-
tion, it might not really give us
the full nature of the increase,
but a good part of it gets miti-
gated by those clauses where
we get support for that,” Pai
said. Asked if the input cost of
construction has risen due to
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, he
said that the steel prices have
gone up, and there are some
speciality items including spe-
ciality steel which is getting
delayed.

Main structure of new Parliament completed,
finishing work in progress: Tata Projects CEO

Mumbai, Aug 29: 

States’ borrowing cost
fell for the second consecu-
tive week on Monday, with
the weighted average cut-
off easing by 4 bps to 7.67
per cent from 7.71 per cent
in the last auction when it
slid by 7 bps. The yield on
the benchmark 10-year G-
secs also declined in the
week by 4 bps to 7.23 per
cent from 7.27 per cent last
Tuesday, Icra Ratings said
on Monday. The weighted
average cut-off of the 10-
year state debt also eased
to 7.61 per cent at Monday’s
auctions from 7.66 per cent
last week. Accordingly, the
spread between the weight-
ed average 10-year state
debt and new 10-year G-
secs yield mildly fell to 38
bps from 39 bps, the agency
said. At Monday’s auction,

six states (Andhra, Bihar,
Haryana, Kerala, Punjab
and Tamil Nadu) raised Rs
14,000 crore, 43 per cent
lower than Rs 24,500 crore
initially indicated for this
week. This was the third
consecutive week of lower-
than-indicated issuance
since the release of the
double tranche of tax devo-
lution on August 10, (Rs 1.2
lakh crore) relative to the
amount released in July
2022. Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh and Bengal
did not participate in the
auction, even though they
had indicated to borrow Rs
13,500 crore for this week.
In contrast, Kerala,
Punjab, and Tamil Nadu is-
sued Rs 3,000 crore more
than what they had indi-
cated.

States borrowing cost continue
to fall; eases 4 bps to 7.67 pc

A ctress-singer Demi Lovato recently opened up about the
emotional and physical abuse she's endured in the enter-

tainment industry, from her days as a child star to incidents
that led her to rehab, reports Variety. The 30-year-old singer
sat down with the podcast 'Call Her Daddy' to reflect on her ca-
reer, sharing some of the darker incidents she's faced, like the
time an unnamed member on her team told her she wasn't
"sick enough" to seek treatment after she explained that she
was "throwing up blood". "I think that was his way of saying,
'No, you're not going back to treatment because if you do, this
will look bad on me," Lovato recalled about the interaction
back in 2017, quoted Variety. Less than a year later, she "ended
up overdosing." According to Variety, at the age of 13, Lovato
started experimenting with drugs after being prescribed opi-
ates for injuries she sustained in a car accident.

"My mom didn't think she'd have to lock up the opiates from
her 13-year-old daughter, but I was already drinking at that
point," Lovato explained. "I had been bullied [and] was looking
for an escape and when my mom saw how many of the pills
had disappeared and how fast they did, she took them away
[and] locked them up." For the next few years, Lovato shared
that she would still "get certain kinds of pills" when she was 15
or 16 years old, including stealing her mom's Xanax.

"It was off and on. Then at 17 is when it kind of was the first
time, like, I tried coke and loved it too much," she continued,
recalling the period following the release of her Disney
Channel original movie 'Camp Rock'. "That kind of bled into
me going to treatment right after I turned 18." Variety adds
that Lovato later discussed the return of her eating disorder
between 2016 and 2018. "There was one time where I had
binged and purged one night. I came clean to my team and
said, 'Hey, this happened'."

According to Lovato, she snuck out of her hotel room that
night because her management would remove the phones so
she couldn't call room service. "I didn't have food in my hotel
room, like snacks in the mini bar, because they didn't want me
to eat the snacks," Lovato said, sharing that her team later
trapped her in her hotel room by barricading the door with
furniture. "It was that level of control when it came to my food,
which just made my eating disorder worse," she added.

ACROSS

1. Miscalculates

5. Droopy

9. Green sauce

14. House division

15. Fox’s home

16. Permit

17. Band instrument

18. Wipe out

20. Confiscate weapons

22. Radiated

23. Beseech

25. NY time zone

26. Floating

28. Out of

32. Virtuous

36. Joan of ____

38. Steam bath

39. Vote into office

40. Give ____ break! (2 wds.)

41. Proclamation

42. Quite small

43. America’s Uncle

44. Doctrine

45. Shoe part

46. Bench

48. Have being

51. Former (hyph.)

56. Disperses

61. Taunts

62. Magazine

64. The Red Planet

65. E.T., e.g.

66. Showed up

67. Senate messenger

68. Gape

69. Recipe verb

70. High cards

DOWN

1. Wash away

2. Batman’s sidekick

3. Hen’s perch

4. Greasy streak

5. Peruvian animals

6. Bond creator ____ Fleming

7. Coal source

8. Top quality

9. Artist’s need

10. She, in Valencia

11. Bed support

12. Handbag

13. Was in debt

19. Holds

21. House-selling business

24. Squads

27. Regions

28. Become dim

29. Wreck

30. Formerly

31. Damon or Dillon

32. New York baseball team

33. Bogus butter

34. Spool

35. Skin woe

37. Carved gem

38. Small sofa

47. Deer’s horn

48. Repent

49. Blushing

50. Roberts and Clapton

52. Florida bay

53. Author ____ Asimov

54. Combine

55. Curvy letters

56. Health clubs

57. Welshman

58. Pavarotti solo

59. Stadium part

60. Shoo!

63. Pal (Fr.)
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Your aggressive nature is strong today,
so be careful, Aquarius. Even though this
may be good for getting things done and
tackling any project you need to com-
plete, the problem is that you might tend
to step on other people’s toes in the
process. Be considerate of others’ emo-
tions and try not to get upset if someone
else takes the spotlight for a while.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

It’s probably in your nature to want to

include everyone in your plans today, Pisces.

Perhaps you’re running around making sure

everyone is being cared for. More than like-

ly, your nurturing instinct is coming out, so

feel free to spread this love around. Be care-

ful not to sacrifice too much of yourself as

you do this.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may find that you have a strong will
now, Aries. Once you get fired up to go
somewhere, there’s little chance that any-
one can stop you. People may accuse you
of being lazy or wanting to take the easy
way out, but it’s different this time. You
should feel fired up and ready to move. The
only thing that could get in the way might
be someone’s oversensitive emotions.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Calm down today, Taurus, and be careful
about accusing someone of something
when you don’t have all the facts. Keep
your wrath under control. If you strike out
now, you may find that you lose their
respect forever. There are no guarantees
on a day like today. If there are conflicts
that you need to work out, at least make
sure that it’s done in private.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may be feeling a bit more in touch
with your warrior side than your emotion-
al side today, Gemini. More than likely
this will set the stage for conflict in your
world of hopes and dreams. Be careful
that you aren’t too aggressive toward
people who are just trying to help you.
The danger here is that you’re most likely
to hurt the ones closest to you. Be careful.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may find that someone or something is
thinking or working opposite to the way
you are, Cancer. This feeling is aggravated
even more by a strong warrior force that
wants to be recognized. There is definitely
a squeaky wheel in the situation that des-
perately needs oiling. Take care of the
basics first before you try to deal with the
particulars of a certain situation.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Pay attention to your body today and feel
free to stop when your body says to stop,
Leo. There’s a strong aggressive force
asking you to take action in one way or
another. Make sure that you are consider-
ate of others. Most importantly, make
sure that you are considerate of yourself.
Don’t indulge in cheap thrills at the
expense of your physical well-being.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Emotionally, you should be doing well
today, Virgo. But when it comes to taking
action, you’re apt to be indecisive. Every
option seems to look fantastic. You proba-
bly aren’t going to want to miss out on any-
thing. The best thing for you to do is try to
get a piece of everything. There are many
pies to dip your fingers into. Why not taste
them all to see which one you like best?

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There’s tension in the air today, Libra, and

you might be restless and anxious to start

something. There is plenty of energy

around to feed you, but the trick is to

make sure that you’re doing things for the

right reasons. Don’t do things out of guilt,

fear, or regret. Keep on the best path for

the best reasons for the best results.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You’re probably feeling more in touch
with your emotions, Scorpio, but it might
be difficult to know which way to move
based on where you are. There’s an ele-
ment of aggression in your world today
that might aggravate your heart, making
it difficult for you to get a grip on your
situation. Try to calm down and focus
before making any major decisions.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may be focused on a certain trajecto-
ry, Sagittarius, but today you could run
into complications based on overlooked
issues. Be aware of the people around you
and how your actions affect them. You
don’t necessarily need to change your
direction, but you might need to make a
couple modifications along the way in
order to keep everyone happy.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You should be in a good mood today,
Capricorn, but don’t be surprised if some
aggravating force steps on your toes or pulls
your chain in some way. More than likely,
there isn’t much you can do about the situa-
tion except grin and bear it. Do your best to
maintain your position and don’t lose self-
confidence just because someone else isn’t
in tune with how you handle your affairs.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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C elesti Bairagey, who
first gained recogni-

tion on social media as
Alia Bhatt's lookalike, is
gearing up for her up-
coming television show,
'Rajjo', with intense phys-
ical activities. As part of
the preparation for her
role, she had to go
through high-intensity

stunts. From Scuba div-
ing, jumping or running
on the hills at 2-degree
Celsius -- the actress did
it all and with panache.
Sharing her experience
of doing these high-oc-
tane stunts, Celesti said:
"It was a thrilling experi-
ence for me to perform
such tough stunts. It's the

first time I attempted to
do such a tough schedule.
"But since it's all a part of
my work, I enjoyed doing
it and decided to do it on
my own without taking
help from a body-double
or stuntman. I am eager-
ly waiting for audience's
reaction... Hope they will
like it."

Scuba diving, running on a hill:
Celesti prepares for ‘Rajjo’

II ndia holds a very special
place for Former West

Indies Captain Darren Sammy
where he enjoys a huge fan
following. After all he lifted
the T20 World Cup in India
during his captaincy. He also
played his last international
match on Indian soil. He was
also seen as the brand ambas-
sador for a sports platform in
2021 that led to a series of
interesting campaigns with
him as the face. Darren is
known to partner with compa-
nies that celebrate sports and
more so cricket in one way or
another. Known for his wal-
loping Sixers and outspoken
nature, Darren seems to have
taken fancy to something else

very ‘Indian’. There is a rather
intriguing picture of him. He is
wearing a ‘Mukut’ or a crown
as worn by our kings with a
rather charming smile on his
face. Darren being the first
person to play international
cricket from the island of St
Lucia is known to be a path
breaker so we won’t be sur-
prised if he has a new game
plan up his sleeve. It will be
interesting to know what real-
ly is in the works.

We all know he calls India
his second home but is he con-
sidering a second career in
Bollywood? Or will it be an
OTT debut?

Seems like there is a lot of
Fun left in 88 !

Why is Darren Sammy
wearing a ‘Mukut’?

Demi Lovato lost 
her childhood to mental
abuse, drug addictionA ctor Gautham

Krishna, who is set
to make his Telugu film
debut with upcoming
movie 'Aakasa Veedhullo'
along with popular ac-
tress Poojitha Ponnada,
reacts to his lip-lock
scene from the film going
viral after the release of
its song 'Ayyayayyo'.

He shares: "We wanted
to portray romance in a
very realistic and at the
same place artistic like
how ancient sculptures
are. I performed it in the
flow of the moment with-
out thinking much about
anything. I am excited
that our movie trailer
and songs are getting
talked about."

Gautham calls the
story of the movie 'relat-
able': "I'm sure the audi-
ence will enjoy watching
our movie as it is based
on real situations every
youngster goes through
and thus the story is very
relatable. Our film has a
beautiful love story and
the performance will
stand out and give a long
lasting impression to our
audience."

The actor continues to
praise co-actor Poojitha
saying: "The movie has a
breezy romance. I really
enjoyed working with
Poojitha. She is support-
ive and hardworking.

Our on-screen chemistry
turned out well and I'm
enjoying the apprecia-
tion from the audience so
far."

'Aakasa Veedhullo' is
slated to hit the the-
atres on September 2.

Gautham Krishna opens 
up on lip lock with Poojitha in

his Telugu debut film

AA s Ganesh Chaturthi is
around, 'Bhagya Lakshmi'

actress Aishwarya Khare is
missing celebrating the festival
at her hometown, Bhopal. She
talks about following the tradi-
tion of bringing a Ganesh idol at
home for more than 15 years
and how she used to celebrate
the festival with her family in
her ancestral home. Aishwarya
said: "Ganesh Chaturthi is one
of my favourite festivals of all
time. In fact, I have had several
memories of the festival since I
was a child. I still remember, I
was in school when I insisted on
bringing Bappa home on
Ganesh Chaturthi and since
then it has become a tradition
in our ancestral house in
Bhopal." She added more about
her plans for this year, saying:
"I think it has been more than
15 years since we have been
following this tradition and I am
really going to miss the festivi-
ties at home this time around as
I won't be able to travel to
Bhopal when my parents get
Bappa." Khare will be visiting
different pandals (a temporary
structure where people can
gather for religious purpose).
"Having said that, I plan to visit
different pandals and also a
couple of friends' during
Ganesh Chaturthi to take Lord
Ganesha's blessings as well as
to feast on the yummy modak,"
she concludes.

All set for Ganesh Chaturthi:
Aishwarya Khare shares

hometown memories

WW e all have teachers who
have inspired us and

helped shape our lives.
Teachers' Day is celebrated
every year to honour teachers
who have played a significant
role in the lives of every stu-
dent. Expressing their grati-
tude, &TV artists talk about
their favourite teachers, who
have imbibed valuable lessons
in their lives. These artists
include Aayudh Bhanushali
(Krishna, Doosri Maa), Aan
Tiwari (Baal Shiv, Baal Shiv),
Aryan Prajapati (Hritik Singh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan), and
Vidisha Srivastava (Anita Bhabi,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai).  Aan
Tiwari, as Baal Shiv in &TV's
show Baal Shiv, shares, “My
favourite teachers are Smita
Patil Mam and Fatima Mam,
who are also my tutor. They

both treat me very well, and I
am their favourite student. I
always finish my homework on
time, and they compliment me
on it. They have taught me sev-
eral life lessons through stories
and examples, which greatly
helped me. Every time I face a
situation or feel stuck, they
guide me. I consider myself
extremely fortunate to be their
student, and I will always obey
their commands and remember
what they taught me. They
inspire me to do my best. With
my mother's help, this teacher’s
day, I will send a cake to both”.
WWaattcchh  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa  pprreemmiieerriinngg

oonn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2200tthh,,  BBaaaall  SShhiivv  aatt
88::0000  ppmm,,  HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann
aatt  1100::0000  ppmm,,  aanndd  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr
PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt  1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy  oonn
&&TTVV!!

&TV actors 
express gratitude towards

favourite teachers



TRIBUTE TO LEGEND

Hockey players pay tribute to legendary player Major Dhyan Chand on his 117th birth anniversary celebrated
as National Sports Day, in Meerut, Monday.
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Dubai, Aug 29 (PTI):

Indian pacer
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, one
of the architects of India’s
famous win over Pakistan
in Asia Cup, feels having a
solid game plan against
each of the opposition
player is as important as
executing “your skills on
the field”.

Bhuvneshwar played a
vital role in India’s five-
wicket win over Pakistan
in their Asia Cup opener.
He returned with a four-
wicket haul that included
the prized scalp of Babar
Azam.

The 32-year-old sur-
prised the Pakistan skip-
per with a bouncer in his
second over as he went for
the pull only to top edge to
Arshdeep Singh at short
fine leg.

“It is important for a
player to be proactive be it
while batting or bowling
because T20 is such a fast

format, to assume things,”
Bhuvneshwar said at the
post-match press confer-
ence. “Wicket didn’t sup-
port swing and bounce
was more so we plan and
we know what the batter’s
strength and when we
bowl a couple of balls
more we get a better idea.
“I believe, thinking about
the game is as important a
factor as skills,” he added.
Bhuvneshwar felt Babar’s

wicket disrupted
Pakistan’s plan as the
team relies on him to an-
chor the innings.

“Once Babar was dis-
missed, we did not think
that half of the Pakistan
team has been dismissed.
He is a good player but
technically there were
nine other batters still left.

“As a team, we do not
think that if the best bat-
ter is out, then half of the

team is dismissed. “But
yes, once he was out, we
knew their plans will be
disturbed as the batter
who plays the role of the
anchor was gone,”
Bhuvneshwar said.

After struggling with in-
jury, Bhuvneshwar has
found his rhythm. Talking
about his own bowling, he
said he hasn’t changed
anything.

“It’s the same practice.
Everyone has a bad game
now and then and that was
it but I haven’t changed
anything. Sometimes you
need luck to go your way.”

Bhuvneshwar was de-
lighted by the bowling per-
formance on Sunday. “I am
very happy with the per-
formance, not just with
the wickets.

Yes, when you get wick-
ets, you feel happy to con-
tribute but sometimes
bowling economically is
also a contribution to the
team’s cause.

Dubai, Aug 29 (PTI):

Stretchered off the field
due to a career-threaten-
ing back injury against
the same opponents at the
same venue four years
back, Hardik Pandya feels
a “sense of achievement”
after guiding India to a
five-wicket win over
Pakistan in their Asia Cup
opener here.

Hardik dished out an all-
round effort, first return-
ing with figures of 3 for 25
and then playing a 17-ball
unbeaten 33-run knock to
guide India home on
Sunday, four years after
suffering a back injury,
which kept him out of the
game for almost three
years. “Happy to get this
win because it was very
important for us. Our
nerves were checked, as a
team we were challenged
as well. Loved the way he

(Ravindra Jadeja) came
out and played as well,”
Hardik said in video post-
ed by BCCI. “I was recol-
lecting everything from
being carried on the
stretcher and the same
dressing room. You feel a
sense of achievement after
all the things happened
and again getting an op-
portunity today.”

Hardik credited former
Indian team physio Nitin
Patel, who is currently the
head of BCCI Sports
Science, and current
strength and conditioning
coach Soham Desai for his
successful comeback.

“That journey was very
beautiful, we get the fruits
of the journey but behind
the scenes whoever has
worked with me never get
credit. So, I always believe
in giving credit to the per-
son who deserves. Nitin
Patel, Soham Desai, I will

give credit to them for
whatever comeback I have
made,” the all-rounder
said. Hardik said he was
planning one over at a
time and would have “fan-
cied” his chances even if
India needed 15 runs
rather than the seven that
they scored in the final
over to win the game.

“In a chase like this, you
always plan over-by-over. I
always knew that there is
one young bowler
(Naseem Shah or
Shahnawaz Dahani) and
also one left-arm spinner
(Mohammad Nawaz).

“We only needed 7 off
the last over but even if we
needed 15, I’d have fancied
myself. I know the bowler
is under more pressure
than me in the 20th over. I
try to keep things simple,”
said India’s No. 1 all-
rounder. “Seven runs did-
n’t look very big to me. I

was least bothered about
the left-arm spinner
(Mohammad Nawaz) and
five fielders outside the
circle because whatever
the situation was, I had to
hit. But in the entire in-
nings the only time I
showed some emotions
when you (Ravindra
Jadeja) got out,” he said in
free-flowing chat with
Jadeja posted on bcci.tv.

“There was no pressure
in my mind. According to
me, he (Nawaz) had more
pressure. I was just count-
ing on a mistake from him.
The better you handle
pressure then only you
can execute properly.”

As far as bowling is con-
cerned, Pandya knew that
he needed to mix short
balls and induce batters
into making mistakes. “In
bowling, it’s important to
assess the situations and
use your weapons.

Sharjah, Aug 29 (PTI):

Besides eyeing a much
improved show with the
bat, Sri Lanka have resort-
ed to playing mind games
ahead of their crucial tie
against Bangladesh in the
Asia Cup here on Tuesday.

Sri Lankan batters were
blown away by
Afghanistan pacers in the
opening game and will be
looking to get their act to-
gether after a heavy loss.

Bangladesh, on the
other hand, will be play-
ing their tournament
opener. The Shakib Al
Hasan-led side will be
aiming to improve their
recent record in the short-
est format, having won
just two games out of 13
since the World Cup last
year. Sri Lanka skipper
Dasun Shanaka is hoping

that the Bangladesh bowl-
ing attack will not pose
the same threat as his
team had faced from the
Afghans.

“Afghanistan has a
world-class bowling at-
tack. We know Fizz
(Mustafizur Rahman) is a
good bowler. Shakib is a
world-class bowler. But
apart from them, there is
no world-class bowler in
the side. So if we compare
with Afghanistan,
Bangladesh is an easier
opponent,” Shanaka said
after the heavy defeat.

Afghanistan pacers
Fazalhaq Farooqi and
Naveen-ul-Haq had bro-
ken the backbone of Sri
Lanka batting. Shanka ex-
pects his batters to be pre-
pared for the Bangladesh
challenge. “We have to ask
our batters whether they

were prepared. We know
that Farooqi swings the
ball both ways. Naveen-ul-
Haq also swings it most of
the time. It’s not like in
our conditions; these
bowlers are a bit skiddier.
We have to ask that ques-
tion of whether we were
ready for them,” said
Shanaka.

Speaking ahead of the
game, Bangladesh all-
rounder Mehedy Hasan
said his team would like to
respond to Shanaka’s
claim on the field.

“I don’t want to make a
comment that this team is
good and this team is bad.
I think good and bad are
proved in the field. A good
team can lose if they play
badly on that specific day
and similarly a bad team
can win if they play a
good game of cricket.

Gurugram, Aug 29 (PTI):
Delhi boxer Md Azahar
was crowned the WBC
India champion in the
super featherweight divi-
sion after registering a
unanimous win over
Dharamvir Singh here.

The judges scored the
fight 79-72, 76-75 and 79-72
in Azahar’s favour after
32 minutes of boxing on
Sunday night.

The 25-year-old Azahar
lost the first round on all
three judges’ cards but
went on to win the next
seven rounds convinc-
ingly. Azhar, proved to be
the better technical fight-
er before a partisan
crowd. He now has a
record of five wins and

as many losses with four
knockouts to his name.

“I was comfortable,
just sticking to doing
what I do best,” Azahar
said.

“The game plan was to
hit and not get hit. I
fought a good smart
fight. He couldn’t hit me
with any of his best
shots.”

Dharamvir, on the
other hand, has a record
of seven wins and four
losses. His previous loss
had come over three
years ago before the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Indian Boxing
Council-sanctioned fight
night witnessed seven
other fights.

New York, Aug 29 (AP):

In one breath, Nick
Kyrgios talks about head-
ing into the US Open with
as much self-belief and
good play as ever, coming
off a runner-up finish at
Wimbledon and some
strong results on hard
courts in recent weeks.

In the next, ever an enig-
ma, the 23rd-seeded
Kyrgios says he can’t wait
for his stay in the Flushing
Meadows bracket to be
over perhaps as soon as
Monday night, when he
faces his “good mate,” fel-
low Australian and dou-
bles partner Thanasi
Kokkinakis so he can head
back home to the other
side of the world. Asked
what he takes away from
the run at the All England

Club in July, Kyrgios said:
“The confidence in myself
to be able to do it over two
weeks. Staying in a single
spot for two to three weeks
can be exhausting. And to
know that I can do that
and go about things the
right way and take every
practice session, every re-
covery session, the right
way, it’s confidence in the
back of my mind. But also,

I’m the type of player that
if I had won Wimbledon, I
probably wouldn’t have
played the US Open.” His
first-round matchup might
otherwise be a much-an-
ticipated highlight of Day
1 at the year’s last Grand
Slam tournament, along
with appearances by 2021
men’s champion Daniil
Medvedev (against Stefan
Kozlov) and 2022 French
Open finalist Coco Gauff
(against Leolia Jeanjean)
during the afternoon ses-
sion in Ashe. The rest of
the schedule Monday will
be overshadowed by the
contest that precedes
Kyrgios vs. Kokkinakis at
night: 23-time major cham-
pion Serena Williams, in
what could be the last sin-
gles match of her career,
against Danka Kovinic.

Paris, Aug 29 (AP):

Neymar won and
scored a penalty as Paris
Saint-Germain rallied to
draw 1-1 at home to
Monaco and stay in first
place in the French league.

Neymar on Sunday
latched onto Lionel
Messi’s pass down the left
and cut inside central de-
fender Guillermo
Maripan, who appeared to
catch him with an out-
stretched leg.

The referee waved away
PSG’s penalty claims but
then awarded the kick fol-
lowing a video review.
Neymar used his usual
staggered run-up to con-
fuse goalkeeper Alexander
Nuebel before casually
guiding the ball inside the

left post. It was Neymar’s
sixth goal in the league
and eighth goal in five
games overall. PSG has 10
points and leads on goal
difference from bitter rival
Marseille and northern
side Lens. Monaco rode its
luck at times but closed
down PSG well early on,
denying space to its famed
attacking trio of Lionel
Messi, Neymar and Kylian
Mbappe, then took the lead
in the 20th.

After recent signing
Mohamed Camara tackled
Messi near the halfway
line, Russia midfielder
Aleksandr Golovin sent a
pass into the path of
German striker Kevin
Volland, who held off cen-
tral defender Presnel
Kimpembe before striking
a low shot into the bottom
right corner. PSG’s strike
force had netted 17 league

goals in the three previous
league games under new
coach Christophe Galtier,
but did not hit the target
until Mbappe’s tame shot
in the 37th. “They closed
us down well,” PSG cap-
tain Marquinhos said.
“They stopped us bringing
the ball out from the

back.” PSG then struck
the post twice in first-half
injury time, with Messi’s
curler from 20 meters clip-
ping the left upright and
bouncing to Mbappe, who
rushed his shot and hit the
base of the right post.
Marquinhos conceded a
clumsy corner right at the

start of the second half
and, minutes later,
Monaco striker Wissam
Ben Yedder went close
with a lob for 12th-place
Monaco after goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma
rushed off his line.

Nuebel made a fine stop
to deny Neymar in the
59th but was well beaten
on his penalty. Meanwhile,
coach Igor Tudor’s new-
look Marseille is looking
good as Alexis Sanchez
scored twice and his team
won 3-0 at southern rival
Nice in an earlier game.

Nice recruited strongly,
bringing in established
Premier League players
like goalkeeper Kasper
Schmeichel, midfielder
Aaron Ramsey and for-
ward Nicolas Pepe, but is
still seeking a win and is
in 18th place. Marseille
has made a strong start

under Tudor, who is
known as a disciplinarian
and whose appointment
was questioned by fans es-
pecially when he left veter-
an playmaker Dimitri
Payet out of the first three
games. But Tudor is win-
ning the fans over with a
high-octane brand of
pressing soccer. He also
said he’d give the 35-year-
old Payet games. This
time, he started him play-
ing just behind Sanchez a
much-heralded signing
from Italian champion
Inter Milan.

The Chile forward
grabbed his first goal in
the 10th minute and, after
former Arsenal fullback
Nuno Tavares made it
three goals in four games
this season, Tavares com-
bined with Payet to help
set up Sanchez’s second
goal in the 42nd.

Tokyo, Aug 29 (AP):

Viktor Axelsen under-
lined his red-hot form and
confidence when he won
his second world bad-
minton championship
after beating first-time fi-
nalist Kunlavut Vitidsarn
21-5 21-16 on Sunday.

Axelsen ran his win-
ning streak to 37 matches,
not having lost since
March. Akane
Yamaguchi won her sec-
ond straight women’s
world title after overcom-
ing Olympic champion
Chen Yufei 21-12 10-21 21-
14. Yamaguchi surpris-
ingly didn’t medal in her
home Olympics in Tokyo
a year ago but has re-
bounded with consecu-
tive world crowns and the
undisputed No. 1 ranking.

Axelsen added to his first
world title in 2017 by not
dropping a game at Tokyo
M e t r o p o l i t a n
Gymnasium. “I was the
favorite and lot of pres-
sure was on me, but I
managed to perform and

I’m really proud about it,”
Axelsen said. The Dane
sprinted from the start of
the final, reaching 7-1.
Kunlavut closed to 7-4 but
Axelsen won the next
nine points.

He stiffened a little in
the second game, which
went back and forth to 11-
11, then Axelsen read

Kunlavut’s game
plan and pulled

away, winning
on his fifth

match point.
Victory redeemed
Axelsen after he fell in
the first round of the
worlds last December, just
months after winning the
Tokyo Olympics gold
medal. Kunlavut, a three-
time world junior cham-
pion, was the first Thai
man to reach the final.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2299  ((PPTTII)):: A 13-
member Indian elite men’s
boxing team, led by Asian
Championships silver medal-
lists Deepak Kumar Bhoria
(51kg) and Kavinder Singh
Bisht (57kg), will undergo a 10-
day training camp-cum-com-
petition tour of Iran starting on
Sunday. The Boxing Federation
of India (BFI) has arranged the
camp for the country’s elite
men pugilists, which also
includes Thailand Open gold
medallist Govind Kumar Sahani
(48kg), Ananta Chopade
(54kg), Md Etash Khan (60kg),
Sachin (67kg), Amit Kumar
(71kg), Naveen Boora (75kg),
Arshdeep (80kg), Lakshya
Chahar (86kg), Naveen Kumar
(92kg) and Tokyo Olympics
quarter-finalist Satish Kumar
(92+kg). Deepak is the reign-
ing national champion in the

51kg category. He is also an
Asian Championship silver
medallist. The eight Indian
men boxers who participated
at the recent Birmingham
Commonwealth Games are not
part of this camp. Their full-
fledged training will resume in
first week of September. The
13 boxers and four support
staff have already reached Iran
and will be starting their camp
from Sunday.

The training camp has been
organised by BFI as part of its
plan to give maximum interna-
tional exposure and give them
equal opportunities to get
selected for major internation-
al events. BFI wants high stan-
dards for the elite boxers and
providing such exposure trips
will strengthen the reserve
pool in each weight category, a
BFI release said.

‘Thinking about the game while
bowling as important as skills’

Hardik felt a sense of achievement after life came full circle for himLanka eyeing much improved
batting show against Bangladesh

Kyrgios would consider 1st-round
US Open loss a win for him

Pro Boxing: Super
Featherweight boxer Md Azahar
crowned WBC India champion

Axelsen, Yamaguchi win 
2nd badminton world titles

PSG drops points after 1-1 draw with Monaco
 Marseille wins

13-member Indian 
elite men’s boxing team

starts training in Iran

‘Centre ‘trampling’ 
country under inflation’

Lucknow, Aug 29 (PTI): 

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment is "trampling"
the country under infla-
tion and its record in the
last eight years exposes
this truth, the Congress
claimed on Monday.

The party's national
spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate said Prime
Minister Modi "used to
make tall claims" on con-
trolling price rise while
his party was in the oppo-
sition. But now he has
"crushed people under the
burden of inflation".

"Now, unemployment is
at the highest in 45 years
and income has de-
creased. The country is

being trampled under in-
flation and the Modi gov-
ernment's record in the
last eight years exposes
this truth," she said.
Shrinate said, "Inflation is
not limited to petrol and
diesel. Prices of flour,

pulses, rice, milk, curd
and lassi have increased
manifold. The prime min-
ister imposed GST on
these items and, like every
time, when he got caught
he blamed the states."

Modi publicised the
Ujjwala scheme to get
votes in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. But soon
after the election, he "abol-
ished" the subsidy on
cooking gas. The prime
minister "betrayed the
people for their votes", the
Congress spokesperson
said. She alleged that the
"directionless policies of
the Modi government
have brought the unem-
ployment situation to a
disastrous turn".

K’taka eyes USD 6 billion investment 
in aerospace & defence sector 

Bengaluru, Aug 29 (PTI): 

The Karnataka
government has
come out with a
new Aerospace and
Defence policy with
a package of incen-
tives and conces-
sions aimed at at-

tracting investment to
the tune of Rs 45,000
crore (USD six billion) in
five years. The policy
2022-2027 also has an ob-
jective to create addition-
al 60,000 jobs (direct and
indirect) during this five-
year period.

The package includes
certain investment pro-
motion subsidy, and ex-
emption from stamp duty
and concessional regis-
tration charges, accord-
ing to a government
order issued on August
26.

Karnataka has been a
leader in aerospace & de-

fence industry due to the
presence of a strong
ecosystem.

"As much as 25 per cent
of India's aircraft and
spacecraft industry is
based in Karnataka,
where 67 per cent of all
aircraft and helicopters
manufacturing for
Defence services is done,"
say Commerce and
Industries Department
officials. The State con-
tributes to 65 per cent of
the country's aerospace-
related exports, they say.

Karnataka has signifi-
cant potential to further
grow as a leading state in
the sector due to several
advantages including ex-
pertise in aerospace with
more than 2,000 SMEs
and the presence of 70
per cent of India's suppli-
er base which execute
niche sub-contracting
work for defence PSUs.

Bengaluru, being

recognised as the Silicon
Valley of India, has a
number of top compa-
nies in IT/ ITES and elec-
tronics hardware, many
of them being a part of
the supply chain to the
aerospace sector.

Karnataka has the
maximum number of en-
gineering graduates in
the country, with a large
number of them em-
ployed in IT, design & en-
gineering affirming ad-
vantageous positions
with reference to
skillsets.

The new policy aims to
develop Karnataka as the
aerospace & defence
manufacturing hub in-
cluding MRO and space
applications for both
Indian market and ex-
ports, and to strengthen
R&D infrastructure for
developing innovative
and cutting-edge tech-
nologies, officials said.

New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday tabled
a confidence motion in the
Delhi Assembly, saying it
was meant to prove that the
BJP's 'Operation Lotus'
may have been successful
in other states but it failed
here as all AAP MLAs are
"hardcore honest". He said
the BJP could not poach
any of the AAP MLAs. He
also alleged that the BJP
will try to topple the
Jharkhand government in
the next 15 days.

Kejriwal said the current
central government is the
"most corrupt" as it is "buy-
ing MLAs" by taxing the
common people, while it is
waiving loans of its billion-

aire friends.
The House was later ad-

journed for the day amid an
uproar over allegations
that Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena pres-
sured his employees to ex-
change demonetised cur-
rency notes worth Rs 1,400
crore in 2016 when he was
the chairman of the Khadi
and Village Industries
Commission.

Earlier, challenging the
BJP to buy even one AAP
MLA, Kejriwal said, "The
confidence motion is to
show that 'Operation Lotus'
could have been successful
in Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and other
states but failed in Delhi. It
is also to show that every
AAP MLA is hardcore hon-

est". He accused the BJP of
toppling governments in
Manipur, Bihar, Assam,

Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra. At some
places they even paid Rs 50

crore, he alleged. "You say
that you are against cor-
ruption but you are buying
MLAs. This is the most cor-
rupt (central) government.
You will face the curse of
the poor people," Kejriwal
said. "In 15 days, they will
try to topple the Jharkhand
government and then
petrol and diesel prices will
go up," he claimed.

The next time fuel prices
rise, people will under-
stand where the money is
going, he added. The AAP
has 62 MLAs in the 70-
member Delhi Assembly,
while the BJP has eight.
Kejriwal held the Centre re-
sponsible for price rise and
said it was due to high
taxes imposed by the cen-
tral government.

Mumbai, Aug 29 (PTI): 

Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) president
Sharad Pawar on Monday
criticised the Narendra
Modi-led central govern-
ment and claimed it did not
fulfil any of the promises
made by it. The BJP's agen-
da is to keep smaller par-
ties away from power,
Pawar further claimed
while talking to reporters
in neighbouring Thane, the
home turf of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde.

"The Union government
made several promises
since the 2014 general elec-
tions, but it never fulfilled a

single promise. The prime
minister had promise
house to every person in
the country, but the govern-
ment failed to fulfil it,

Pawar said. The NCP chief
further criticised the BJP,
claiming it uses probe
agencies to come to power
in states. In June this year,
Shinde and 39 other Shiv
Sena legislators rebelled
against the party leader-
ship, leading to the collapse
of the Uddhav Thackeray-
led government, which
comprised the Sena, NCP
and Congress. Shinde be-
came the CM on June 30
with the BJP's support.
Two senior NCP leaders -
Anil Deshmukh and
Nawab Malik - are current-
ly in jail after being arrest-
ed by the Enforcement
Directorate in different
money laundering cases.

Dehradun, Aug 29 (PTI): 

As an investigation is
still underway into re-
cruitments made by the
Uttarakhand Subordinate
Services Selection
Commission, allegations
of yet another recruit-
ment scam in the Vidhan
Sabha have rocked the
hill state's political firma-
ment.

Principal opposition
Congress has alleged
largescale irregularities
in the recruitments held
by the state assembly dur-
ing Cabinet Minister
Premchand Aggrawal's
tenure as Speaker.

The allegation is that
relatives and acquain-
tances of political leaders
were given jobs in the
state assembly during the

period. A list of 74 re-
cruitments made during
Aggrawal's tenure as
Speaker has been doing
the rounds on the inter-
net.

In apparent retaliation,
another list of 178 recruit-
ments made during the
previous tenure of senior
Congress leader Govind
Singh Kunjwal as
Speaker has also gone
viral.

Amid the ongoing alle-
gations, Aggrawal has
said no irregularities had
been committed in the re-
cruitments made during
his stint as Speaker.

"Recruitments as per
requirements were made
during my time, which is
a routine thing. All
norms were strictly fol-
lowed and no irregulari-

ties were committed.
Proper tests were held be-
fore the recruitments,"
Aggrawal, who is a cabi-
net minister now, told re-
porters soon after the
charges were levelled by
the Congress against him.

The Congress staged a
dharna outside the
Vidhan Sabha gates on
Saturday, demanding ac-
tion against those in-
volved in the alleged
scam.

Kunjwal has also made
a similar assertion, say-
ing the recruitments
made during his time
have been upheld by both
Uttarakhand High Court
and the Supreme Court.

"Those who are raising
fingers at the recruit-
ments made during my
time are guilty of con-

tempt of court," he said.
Meanwhile, Chief

Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami has said he will
ask the present Speaker,
Ritu Khanduri, to con-
duct a probe into the alle-
gations of irregularities
in all recruitments, no
matter during whose
tenure they were commit-
ted.

"The Vidhan Sabha is
our constitutional body. I
would request the
Speaker of the Assembly
to investigate the allega-
tions of any irregulari-
ties in the recruitment,
no matter during whose
tenure they were commit-
ted," Dhami told re-
porters here on Sunday.

"We are in favour of in-
vestigations in any insti-
tution where there has

been irregularity in re-
cruitment and the state
government will fully co-
operate in it, he said.

Asked about the devel-
opment in probe against
the UKSSSC, the chief
minister said he has
handed over its investiga-
tion to a Special Task
Force (STF), which has so
far arrested 25 accused
and put them behind
bars.

Those found guilty,
however powerful they
may be, will not be
spared, Dhami said.

"It is a question related
to the future of our sons
and daughters. We are
making a foolproof plan
so that no one can even
think of repeating this
type of crime in future,"
he said.

Noida, Aug 29 (PTI): 

About 75 per cent resi-
dents of ATS Village and
nearly half of Emerald
Court returned home by
Monday afternoon, a day
after the demolition of
Supertech's illegal twin
towers barely some metres
away from the two soci-
eties.

A huge mound of debris
comprising top three
floors of Ceyane toppled
during demolition had fell
into the ATS Village com-
pound, damaging a nine
metre wall patch.

Mayur Mehta, project
manager for Edifice
Engineering, said, "this

particular piece of debris
fell inside the range that
had already been marked
by the demolition team
had in its calculation. The
damage to the wall was al-
ready factored in."

The presidents of resi-
dents' associations of both
societies told PTI that
there has been no case of
health issue related to
post-demolition effects
among residents of either
societies yet.

Around 5,000 residents
of the two societies, clos-
est to the twin towers Apex
(32 storeys) and Ceyane (29
storeys), were evacuated
on Sunday ahead of the
2.30 pm explosion that

brought down the towers
in just 12 seconds along
with thousands of tonnes
of debris and clouds of
dust that spread in the
nearby areas.

The residents also ex-
pressed happiness and re-
lief over the illegal struc-
tures finally going away,
even as concerns re-
mained about the clear-
ance of dust and debris.

UBS Teotia, 82, presi-
dent of Emerald Court res-
idents group said, "There
has been no health related
issue to anyone in
Emerald Court so far.
Neither among children,
nor even among elders."

Gaurav Mehrotra of

Emerald Court said
around half of residents
of his society had re-
turned by Monday after-
noon.

Naresh Keswani said,
"the return process is
gradual and hassle-free.
Some people who had
stayed in nearby locations
returned last night only,
some who had put up in
hotels came after 11 am
and 12, close to hotels'
check out time."

Both Mehrotra and
Keswani are members of
Emerald Court's special
task force which was
formed for smooth evacua-
tion of residents prior to
the Sunday demolition.
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Supriya Shrinate 

Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) President
Sharad Pawar addresses a
press conference after a
workers rally, in Thane,
Monday.
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Artisans give final touches to idols of Lord Ganesha ahead of the upcoming festival of Ganesh Chaturthi, in
Karad, Monday.

FINAL TOUCHES

Rescue and relief work underway after a landslide at Kudayathoor in Idukki district, Monday. 

RELIEF WORK

Demolition Of Noida Twin Towers

Around 100 families 
return to apartments

Another recruitment ‘scam’ rocks U’khand‘No promises fulfilled 
by Modi govt’

Govt To FM Channels

‘Publicise free
COVID booster
dose campaign’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2299  ((PPTTII))::
Government has asked private
FM radio stations to publicise the
free booster shots of COVID-19
vaccines offered to all adults as
part of the celebrations to mark
the 75th anniversary of
Independence. It had launched a
75-day special campaign from
July 15 to September 30 under
the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav to
provide booster shots of COVID-
19 vaccines to all the eligible pop-
ulation at all government centres.
In an advisory to private FM sta-
tions, the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting also asked
them to broadcast messages
about the need to get booster
shots. It is advised that all the pri-
vate FM Radio channels may
broadcast messages and other
content to inform people about
the facility for free booster shots
at government centers and also
the crucial need to get booster
shots of vaccination, adherence
to Covid appropriate behaviour
and exercise due precaution, the
I&B Ministry advisory said.
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Kejriwal tables confidence motion in assembly
Says BJP’s ‘Operation Lotus’ failed in Delhi

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and his deputy Manish Sisodia
arrive at the State Assembly amid a protest by the BJP, in
New Delhi, Monday,



Recover
BBhhooppaall:: Madhya 
Pradesh Governor Mangu
Bhai C Patel was dis-
charged from the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in
Bhopal on Monday after
recovering from 
coronavirus. 

Booked
SSaattnnaa::  An offence was
registered against a
group of men on Monday
after a video of them
pushing cattle into a
swollen river in Madhya
Pradesh’s Satna district
surfaced on social media,
police said on Monday.
The purported video was
shot at a culvert on Bihar
river between Ghuisa and
Bidhui Khurd villages
under Mukundpur police
station limits during the
day, an official said.

Suicide
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A 15-
year-old girl attempted
suicide by consuming poi-
son after allegedly facing
sexual harassment by a
youth in Kakroli village
here, police said on
Monday. The girl’s father
in his complaint alleged
that she took the extreme
step on Sunday following
sexual harassment by a
youth from a different
community in their vil-
lage, they said.

Watery grave
MMaaiinnppuurrii::  Two sisters 
and another girl drowned
in a pond while playing in
the water here, police
said on Monday. Fulwati
(12), her sister Jamwati
(10) and their friend
Khushboo (9) were living
in the slum area in
Kotwali police station
limits and used to collect
plastic waste with their
parents for livelihood.

Mishap
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 70-year-old
man died while his wife
sustained injuries after
being hit by a car while
walking on the road in
east Delhi’s Shahdara,
police said on Monday.
The incident occurred in
the Geeta colony area on
Sunday. The elderly cou-
ple were rushed to a hos-
pital, they said.

Acquit
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here
acquitted a man accused
of killing his brother for
“lack of evidence”, saying
that police made some
manipulations during its
investigation to “bring
some amount of consis-
tency in the probe.

NATURE’S FURY

People use boats to carry bodies for cremation at the flooded Manikarnika Ghat
on the banks of the Ganga river, in Varanasi, Monday. 
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BRIEF

Women get their hands
decorated with Mehandi
on the eve of the Teej
festival, in Patna,
Monday.
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New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI): 

A welfare state is ex-
pected to create conducive
conditions for its differ-
ently abled citizens by pro-
viding them avenues for
public employment, the
Delhi High Court has said,
while ordering a person
with visual impairment to
be appointed in the Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS).

A bench headed by
Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva
said the State is enjoined
to create conditions and
opportunities for the bet-
terment of citizens with
disabilities and those dif-
ferently abled under the
Persons with Disabilities
(Equal Opportunities,
Protection of Rights and
Full Participation) Act
which safeguards their
rightful means of liveli-

hood in respect of public
employment. The court
made the observations
while hearing a petition
by Vishv Mohan, a candi-
date for the All India
Services for the year 2015
under the ‘Visually
Handicapped’ category
which requires a person
seeking benefit to have a
benchmark disability of
40 per cent.

Under the provisions of
the PWD Act, the State is
enjoined to create condi-
tions and opportunities
for the welfare and better-
ment of the citizens with
disabilities and those who
are differently abled. The
Central Government had
enacted the said Act to en-
sure that the citizens
falling in this category are
not deprived of their
rightful means of liveli-
hood in respect of public

employment, said the
bench, also comprising
Justice Tushar Rao
Gedela, in a recent order.
It is with a view to give im-
petus to the beneficial pro-
visions of the said Act,
that the Central
Government and the State
Governments created var-
ious avenues for public
employment of such dif-
ferently abled citizens.
The welfare State is ex-
pected to create condi-
tions which are conducive
to such citizens by provid-
ing avenues for public em-
ployment, the court said.

The petitioner, who suf-
fered from ‘high myopia
with isometropic ambly-
opia’ (decreased eyesight),
has challenged the re-
liance of authorities on
certain medical reports
which stated he had visual
disability of 20 per cent

only to cancel his candida-
ture when the AIIMS’ dis-
ability certificate assessed
the disability at 75 per
cent. The court directed
the Centre to appoint the
petitioner in the Indian
Administrative Service
(2015 Batch) with all con-
sequential benefits in re-
spect of seniority and pro-
motion on notional basis.

The court considered
the material on record and
observed, admittedly, the
petitioner was not only a
person with visual im-
pairment to the extent of
60 per cent but also a bril-
liant candidate who se-
cured the 5th rank in his
category, and in such cir-
cumstances, depriving
him of public employ-
ment on the basis of in-
conclusive medical report
was “unfair, unjust, whim-
sical and arbitrary”.

Bilaspur, Aug 29 (PTI):

The Chhattisgarh High
Court has observed that
the act of a wife to visit
the office of her husband
and create scene using
abusive language would
amount to cruelty as it up-
held a Raipur family
court’s ruling granting di-
vorce to a man.

A division bench of
Justices Goutam Bhaduri
and Radhakishan
Agrawal, while delivering
judgement on an appeal
filed by the woman chal-
lenging the family court’s
order, also said complaint
by the wife against her
husband, a government
official, to a minister
seeking his transfer on
the ground of illicit rela-
tion with a female col-
league without any sub-
stance, too, would amount
to cruelty.

The HC delivered the
judgement on August 18.

The 32-year-old man, a
resident of Dhamtari dis-
trict, had married the
woman, a widow (34) and
Raipur resident, in 2010.
Later, the man filed a plea
in the Raipur family court
seeking divorce citing
various grounds, one of
them being that she would
abuse and prevent him
from meeting his parents
and other family mem-
bers.

In December, 2019, the
family court, after evalu-
ating facts and evidence
on record, allowed the ap-
plication of the husband,
thereby granting him a
decree of divorce.
Subsequently, the woman
challenged the decision in
the HC.

During the HC hearing,
advocate Shishir
Shrivastava, who ap-
peared for the woman,
submitted that the family
court failed to appreciate
the fact that the wife was

treated with cruelty by
her husband. He submit-
ted that the wife’s state-
ments would show the
husband tried to create
false evidence to get the
divorce and sought the
HC’s interference into the
decision of the lower
court.

Advocate C Jayant K
Rao, appearing for the
man, contended that sepa-
rate reports made over a
different point of time in
2017 before the police
would show the state of
affairs between the two
parties (husband and
wife).

The man not only faced
character assassination
with allegation of extra-
marital affair, the wife
went to the extent of
going to the office of the
husband to create a scene
and also sent letters to the
Chief Minister seeking
his transfer, Rao submit-
ted.

New Delhi, Aug 29
(PTI): In a fresh at-
tack on the Congress,
former leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad
Monday said the “ail-

ing” party needs medi-
cines which are being pro-
vided by compounders in-
stead of doctors.

Days after quitting the
party, he claimed its foun-
dation has turned very
weak and the organisation
can fall anytime but the
Congress leadership does-
n’t have the time to set
things right.

The former Congress
leader also alleged that
Rahul Gandhi does not
have the aptitude or inter-
est in politics. Speaking to

reporters at his residence,
Azad claimed that the
leadership being projected
in states is making party
members leave instead of

uniting them. Asserting
that he belonged to the
Congress ideology and
never wanted to quit the
organisation with which
he grew from his student
days, Azad claimed that he
was “forced out” of the
party. He stressed that he
will not join the BJP as it
will not help his politics in

Jammu and Kashmir. The
former Congress leader
said that he would soon set
up a new party in Jammu
and Kashmir as the assem-
bly elections could be an-
nounced anytime.

“I can only give my best
wishes to the Congress,
but it needs medicines
more than my wishes.

New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI): 

A new mechanism for
the listing of matters will
be devised soon, Chief
Justice of India U U Lalit
said on Monday, his first
working day in the
Supreme Court as the CJI.

He asked lawyers to
mention cases for urgent
hearings before the regis-
trar rather than request-
ing the first court to enter-
tain such pleas.

“We will have a new
mechanism by Thursday.
Till then, we will look at it
in chamber and if urgent
we will list it For mention-
ing, we will go back to the
original practice of men-
tioning before the regis-
trar,” the CJI said.

The observation came
after Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta sought to
know about the mecha-
nism of mentioning the
matters before the bench.

As the bench headed by
the chief justice of India
commenced proceedings

for the day, Mehta wel-
comed CJI Lalit and as-
sured him of full support
from the government.
Senior advocate Dushyant
Dave also wished the CJI
on behalf of the entire
bar.

Over 900 petitions, in-
cluding 60 PILs, were list-
ed before the top court on
Monday along with pleas
against the Karnataka
High Court verdict that
wearing hijab by women
doesn’t form an essential
part of religious practice
in Islam.

CJI Lalit, who was hold-
ing the bench along with
Justice S Ravindra Bhat,
heard 62 petitions out of
which 10 were Public
Interest Litigations.

New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI):
“Journalists are not ter-
rorists”, the Supreme
Court said on Monday, as it
deprecated the Jharkhand
police knocking on the
door of a scribe of a local
Hindi news channel at
midnight and dragging
him out of his bedroom be-
fore placing him under ar-
rest in an extortion case.
Calling the police action
“excesses of the state”, the
top court said it seems that
“complete lawlessness” is
prevailing in Jharkhand.
A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hima
Kohli refused to interfere
with an order of the
Jharkhand High Court
granting interim bail to
the journalist and said it
will not entertain the
state’s appeal. “We have

seen the facts of the case.
These are all excesses of
the State and it seems com-
plete lawlessness is pre-
vailing in Jharkhand. No,
we are not going to inter-
fere with the High Court
order. “You knock at the
door of a journalist at mid-
night and pull him out
from his bedroom. This is
too much.

You are dealing with a
person who is a journalist
and journalists are not ter-
rorists,” the bench told
Jharkhand’s additional ad-
vocate general Arunabh
Choudhary, voicing strong
displeasure over the inci-
dent. The top court said
the high court rightly
granted interim bail to the
journalist by a detailed
order which does not war-
rant any interference.

Mumbai, Aug 29 (PTI):
Model Divita Rai from
Karnataka was named the
winner of LIVA Miss Diva
Universe 2022 According
to a press release, Rai will
represent India at the glob-
al pageant of Miss
Universe. Telangana’s
Pragnya Ayyagari was
crowned LIVA Miss Diva
Supranational 2022 and
she will be India’s face at
the international Miss
Supranational pageant.
Ojasvi Sharma was ad-
judged the LIVA Miss
Popular Choice 2022.

The winners were an-
nounced on Sunday at a
ceremony here which also
felicitated Harnaaz Kaur
Sandhu for her win at the
Miss Universe 2021 compe-
tition. For her remarkable
achievement of making

India proud globally,
Sandhu was awarded the
Pride of India trophy by
the Times of India Group
ownership. The ceremony,
which marked the 10th an-
niversary of the coveted
pageant, also celebrated
the achievements of for-
mer Miss Universe Lara
Dutta as well as divas such
as Meher Castelino,
Sangeeta Bijlani and
Tanushree Dutta, among
others.

New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI):
Reliance Jio will invest Rs
2 lakh crore for the 5G
services rollout, beginning
with metro cities in
October as it looks to take
lead in the launch of ultra-
high-speed internet servic-
es. Jio’s superfast 5G serv-
ices will be launched in
key cities — including
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
and Kolkata — by Diwali,
Reliance Industries
Chairman Mukesh
Ambani said on Monday
as he underlined the com-
pany’s commitment to
make India the largest
data-powered economy in
the world, beating China
and the United States.

India deserves nothing
less than “True 5G”,

Ambani said at Reliance
Industries’ 45th AGM and
emphasised that 5G can-
not remain an exclusive
service available only to
the privileged few or only
to those in the largest
cities. Digital freedom is
the birthright of every

Indian, he asserted. The
company showcased the
potential of JioAirFiber
(its high-speed fixed-
broadband offering) and
Jio Cloud PC (virtual com-
puter hosted in the cloud)
and said combined might
of the two along with Jio

5G would be a
‘gamechanger’. Jio would
deploy the latest version of
the fifth generation offer-
ing ‘standalone 5G’, which
has zero dependency on
the 4G network.

With this, Jio can deliv-
er new and powerful serv-
ices, such as low latency
connectivity, massive ma-
chine-to-machine commu-
nication, 5G voice, Edge
computing and network
slicing, and metaverse,
Ambani said.

“We are also working
very closely with all lead-
ing global smartphone
OEMs (original equip-
ment manufacturers), and
we have their commitment
that they will support Jio’s
True 5G,” he informed.

New Delhi, Aug 29
(PTI): A special CBI
court on Monday
convicted former
JD(U) Rajya Sabha
MP Anil Kumar
Sahani in the LTC

fraud case for attempting
to avail travel allowance in
2012 using forged Air India
e-tickets without perform-
ing journeys, officials
said.

The CBI during investi-
gation found that Sahani
had submitted claims of
Rs 23.71 lakh from Rajya
Sabha in two sets of TA
bills — one having 20
forged e-tickets and 40
boarding passes in the
name of the MP and nine
other companions in
March, 2012, and another
bill having seven forged e-
tickets and 21 boarding
passes in his name and his

six companions in
December 2012, they said.

The agency said 20 fake
e-tickets were for purport-
ed return travel on Delhi-
Chennai-Port Blair route
while the set of seven fake
tickets were for return
journey on Delhi-Kolkata-
Port Blair sector.

An MP is entitled to 34
single air journeys per

year, to be availed alone or
with spouse or any num-
ber of companions or rela-
tives.

Sahani had realised that
his quota of travel was not
complete so he entered in
a criminal conspiracy
with others to get fake e-
tickets and boarding pass-
es to make the claim with-
out performing journey,
the officials said.

The attempts to get re-
imbursement did not ma-
terialise because Sahani,
now an RJD MLA from
Kurhani assembly con-
stituency in Bihar, with-
drew his claims of over Rs
14 lakh for purported trav-
el on Delhi-Chennai-Port
Blair route on April 10,
2012 from Rajya Sabha of-
fice on the apprehensions
that his forgery may get
detected.

COURT TO STATES

‘Create conducive conditions
for differently abled’

CHH’GARH HC RULING

‘Wife visiting husband’s office
and creating scene is cruelty’

A
Z

A
D

 A
T

TA
C

K
S

 C
O

N
G ‘Ailing Cong taking medicines

from compounders, not doctors’

Former Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad
interacts with the media,
at his residence in New
Delhi, Monday.

‘PM Modi displayed humanity’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Former Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Monday said he had assumed Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
be a “crude man” but he had displayed humanity while recalling
a terror-related incident during the farewell speech for Azad in
Rajya Sabha. After Azad quit the Congress, the party had alleged
that he was “Modi-fied” and several leaders attacked him citing
Modi’s speech in Rajya Sabha in February last year in which the
teary-eyed prime minister had praised Azad as a “true friend”.

‘New mechanism for 
listing of matters in SC soon’

CJI  U U Lalit

Divita Rai crowned LIVA Miss
Diva Universe 2022 winner

‘Journalists are not terrorists’ 
SC deprecates arrest of scribe from bedroom at midnight

5G ROLLOUT IN METROS

Jio to invest Rs 2 lakh cr
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Anil Kumar Sahani
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Japan’s consulate general visit DPS Raipur
Raipur, Aug 29: Today
etched the arrival of
Japan’s Consulate General
Koya Ryosuke and
Fukahori Yasuktaat Delhi
Public School, Raipur who
were taken on a sojourn of
the school by Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee to
be acquainted with the
various throbbing activi-
ties of the school.

Starting with an ethnic
welcome, the dignitaries
were ushered to meet the
recently appointed incum-
bents practicing for their
Investiture Ceremony.
Having satisfied them-
selves with the drill taking
place out in the sun and a
pleasant interaction with
the office bearers lead by
the Head Boy, Anushk
Singh and the Head Girl,
Raina Arora, the delegates
found themselves going
down the displayed bul-
letins in the corridors to
the ATL laboratory where
students were busy with
their Science models. They

curiously enquired about
the students’ experiments
and then went on to visit
the music and dance room
where again they were de-
lighted to see the students
imbued in their classical
art forms.

Impressed by the chil-
dren’s interest in learning
at various levels, the

Consulates assured the
Principal to open arenas
that would bring the
Japanese and Indian stu-
dents close to each other so
that their educational ex-
change could further get
wings. He promised to ma-
terialize an exchange pro-
gram of DPS students
with the Japanese stu-

dents of Keika Gakuen
School, Tokyo which
would mean organizing an
array of well-structured
program which Indian
and Japanese teachers
would need to acquaint
themselves as far as their
cultural heritage and tech-
nical treatise at their re-
spective schools are con-
cerned.

Thus, the delegates be-
stowed with oodles of
fondness from all seg-
ments of the school,
wished the students and
teachers all the best. The
Principal felicitated them
with a memento with a word
to welcome to visit the
school once again in near fu-
ture. Pro Vice Chairman
Baldeo Singh Bhatia and the
Senior Members of the man-
agement committee also
conveyed their happiness
over the resumption of the
emblematic exchange pro-
gram that had to be tem-
porarily stopped due to the
pandemic.

Play Devika Rani enthralls Raipurians 

Raipur, Aug 29: “I know for a
reason, I want to be rich and
successful,” said a young
Devika Rani. Director Lillete
Dubey and Primetime theatre
co. production, brought the
story of ‘The First lady of the
Indian cinema - Devika Rani’ to
Raipur. The story is written by

K i s h w a r
Desai, and
stars Ira
Dubey as
Devika Rani,
J o y
Sengupta as
H i m a n s h u
Rai with
R i s h i
K h u r a n a
and Pranav
Sachdeva in
supporting
roles.

D e v i k a ,
who went to

London to study Architecture,
started her  career in cinema as
a set and costume designer,
working for Himanshu Rai,
whom she later married. It was
while working with him that
she decided that India should
make cinema for the whole
world, that too with female cen-

tric stories.
The story explores in great

detail her personal and profes-
sional battles. It was her efforts
for the Bombay Talkies that it
will forever be remembered as
her legacy that nurtured the
earliest breed of filmmakers in
India.

This play was organized
under Chalchitra Rangmanch,
a vertical of Ehsaas Women
along with Oorja and Shree ce-
ment as sponsors. There have
been 30+ productions organised
under Chalchitra Rangmanch
to celebrate and promote art
through cinema and theatre.

The show was well received
by the audience and got a stand-
ing ovation at the end. Harman
Garcha, delivered the vote of
thanks and the 2 hour long
show came to an end leaving be-
hind impression on the audi-
ence to ponder over.

Dr Mahant visits Ambedkar
memorial in London

Raipur, Aug 29;
Chhattisgarh State
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charan Das
Mahant during his
London tour visited Dr
Baba Saheb Bhim Rao
Ambedkar Memorial at 10
King Henry Road. He paid
tributes to statue of Dr
Ambedkar. Member of
Parliament from Korba
constituency Mrs Jyotsna
Mahant and Assembly
Secretary Dinesh Sharma
were also present on the
occasion.

Dr Mahant and Mrs
Mahant stayed at Dr
Ambedkar’s memorial for
about an hour, and went
through in depth the mate-
rial related to various as-
pects of his personality in
his memorial.

Raipur, Aug 29:
Chhattisgarh on
Sunday reported 48
COVID-19 cases at a
positivity rate of 1.96
per cent, taking the
tally to 11,73,444,
while the death toll re-
mained unchanged at
14,108, an official said.

The recovery count
stood at 11,58,129 after
96 people recovered
during the day, leav-
ing the state with
1,207 active cases, he
said.

“Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi led with 18
cases, followed by 7 in
Raipur, 5 in Surguja

and three in Durg
among other districts.
No coronavirus cases
were reported in 17
districts,” the official
said. With 2,445 sam-
ples examined during
the day, the tally of
tests carried out so far
went up to 1,84,46,203,
he added.

C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
coronavirus figures
are as follows:
Positive cases
11,73,444, new cases
48, death toll 14,108,
recovered 11,58,129,
active cases 1,207,
today tests 2,445, total
tests 1,84,46,203.

‘Employees to get salary
of previous strike period’

Raipur, Aug 29: Amid
talks of representatives of
the employees participat-
ing in ongoing strike with
the Chief Secretary the
government started taking
action agitating employees.
The government has di-
rected to release the
salaries of the previous
strike days to the employ-
ees who did not participate
in the ongoing strike. At
the same time, it instructed

to take action on agitating
employees in accordance
with the government order
released in the year 2006.

General Administration
Department, issued a cir-
cular to all the Heads of
Departments, and
Collectors on Monday.

It was mentioned in the
circular that many employ-
ees are on strike since
August 22 on the call of
various employee unions.
According to circular em-
ployees who were on strike
during the last 25 July to 29
July and who have not par-
ticipated in the present
strike should be given
salaries with sanction of
leave for the previous
strike period. Action
should be taken against the

employees who were on
strike from July 25 to 29
and are still on strike, it
was mentioned in the cir-
cular.

In case of going on mass
leave without prior ap-
proval salary will not be
payable, nor will leave for
days of such absence be
sanctioned. No salary etc.
will be payable for the peri-
od of such days and this pe-
riod will be treated as
break-in-service.

In addition to the above,
whenever such acts are
done by the government
servants, the competent au-
thority may order discipli-
nary action against those
committing such gross in-
discipline on the basis of
merits.

Cong blames Modi govt’s faulty economic
policies for inflation, unemployment

Raipur, Aug 29: Congress
National Spokesperson Dr
Ragini Nayak on Monday
attacked central govern-
ment on the issue of unem-
ployment and inflation.
People in the country are
reeling under inflation and
youth are left unemployed
Nayak said while address-
ing a press conference held
at Rajiv Bhavan here today.
‘It is difficult for the general
public to live due to GST
and farmers are feeling
compelled to commit sui-
cide, she said.

She said that the record of
Modi government in the last
eight years of its rule so far
brings to light the fact that
it remained inactive so far.
India’s economic condition
is poor at present, she said,
adding that Modi
Government was pushing

country downhill.
Nayak said that previous

UPA government had given
relief to the people of the
country whereas present
Modi Government was giv-
ing relief to its industrialist
friends. She also said that
central government was
only collecting revenue by
imposing more tax on
petrol, diesel, LPG, ‘dahi’,
‘lassi’ and packed ‘ata’, rice
and other essential com-
modities.

Congress had been con-
tinuously raising issues of
price rise and unemploy-
ment, she said, adding that
the party had been fighting
for common people against
inflation. She said that on
August 5 the party had
staged nationwide demon-
stration. During demonstra-
tion Police detained Rahul
Gandhi and more than 60

MPs and other senior lead-
ers throughout the day, she
said. She informed that
Congress would organise
‘Halla Bol’ rally on inflation
at Ramleela Ground of
Delhi on September 4.
Nayak also gave slogan
‘Pradhan Mantri Narendra
Modi Ke Do Bhai-Berojgari
Aur Mehangai’ (Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
two brothers-unemploy-
ment and inflation).

On the issue of inflation,
Minister Dr Shivkumar
Dahria said that Modi gov-
ernment was looting in the
same way as British looted
the country.

Taking a jibe at Anna
Hazare and Baba Ramdev,
he has said that both were
not visible nowadays, both
used to agitate a lot at one
time. On the one hand the
Modi government is en-
gaged in selling the country
and on the other hand the
people of the country have
started trying to drive away
the Modi government, he
added.

CM grants sanction
of Rs 500 cr for

School buildings

Raipur, Aug 29: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has granted sanction of Rs
500 crore for repair and
maintenance works in di-
lapidated government
school buildings all over
the state. He has directed
the Chief Secretary to
carry out the repair works

in School buildings with
seepage and peeling of
plasters just after the rainy
season, in order to ensure
uninterrupted studies of
school children.

Chief Minister has di-
rected the Chief Secretary
that during his state-wide
‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ progar-
mme, many villagers, pub-
lic representatives and

media persons have
brought to his knowledge
about the dilapidated con-
dition in many of the gov-
ernment school buildings
in their region. Since there
was no sufficient alloca-
tion of funds for repair
and maintenance of
School buildings for long,
this work was pending and
due to which the students
had to face lots of prob-
lems.

So Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel directed
the Chief Secretary that
prior to start of the next
academic session i:e (June
2023) a provision of Rs 500
crore will be made for
maintenance and repair
works in such school build-
ings on priority basis.

IDOLS OF GANESHA

Variety of idols of Lord Ganesha in different forms and colours are on display for the

10-day long Ganeshotsav starting from Aug 31.

Found in dilapidat-
ed condition all over
the state and pos-
ing hindrance in
studies

Directs CS to start
the work before
start of next aca-
demic session

p Ragini gives slogan
‘Modi Ke Do Bhai,
Berojgari Aur
Mehangai’

Utkarsh Verma appointed V-P 

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2299::  As per recom-
mendations by the senior
Cabinet Minister TS Singh Deo,
PCC Vyapar Prakosth State
President Rajendra Jaggi has
appointed Utkarsh Verma as
the State Vice-President of
PCC Vyapar Prakosth. 

Utkarsh Verma is associated
with Congress for long time
and has been an active mem-
ber and therefore has been
given this important work to
strengthen the party.

For this appointment
Utkarsh Verma has expressed
gratitude towards CM Bhupesh
Baghel, Health Minister TS
Singh Deo and PCC Chief
Mohan Markam and President
Labour Welfare Board Shafi

Ahmed and orgnisational secy
Amarjeet Chawla and to the
State President Vayapar
Prakosth Rajendra Jaggi and to
all other senior party leaders
and office bearers. He has
assured to work for the welfare
of the businessmen and traders
of Chhattisgarh and would
pass on the policies and princi-
ples of Congress among the
masses.

p Of PCC (Vayapar
Praskosth)

Two boys feared drowned in dam
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2299::  Two 16-year-old boys were feared to have drowned in a
dam in Chhattisgarh’s Raipur on Sunday, police said. The incident took
place at the dam constructed on Kharun river under Mujgahan police
station limits in the morning, an official said. “A group of around six
teenagers had gone to the dam for bathing,” he said, adding that two
of them entered deep waters and were swept away by a strong current.
An operation was launched to trace the boys, identified as Kunal
Nagarchi and Krish Pandey, both residents of Raipur, he added.

Those who did not
participate in strike

Action on the rest
according to gov-
ernment order of
2006 

Ch’garh logs 48
COVID-19 cases

Raipur, Aug 29: Vishal
Decate won the Men’s
category title in the
Monsoon League Table
Tennis tournament
being organized under
the aegis of Rajdhani
District Table Tennis
Association (RDTTA)
here whereas Arjun
Malhotra secured first
position in Boys catego-
ry. Providing the above
information in a state-
ment issued here, the

A s s o c i a t i o n
Secretary Vinay
Baiswade said that
the Chhattisgarh
Table Tennis
Association (CTTA)
President Sharad
Shukla was present
as chief guest of the

prize distribution cere-
mony. Vishal Decate de-
feated Karan Malhotra
in Senior category
whereas in the Junior
Under 19 category, Arjun
Malhotra defeated
Vishal Decate to clinch
the title. NIS Coach
Miraj, All India Power
Sector player B Chandra,
Ritesh Malhotra,
Hemraj Decate and oth-
ers were present on the
occasion.

Vishal wins Monsoon
League TT title

Nandika advances in All
India Tennis tournament

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2299::  Nandika
Agrawal defeated Mili Chug
with the score of 3-6, 6-2, 6-3
to advance ahead in the All
India Tennis Championship
Series Under 18 being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh State Tennis
Association (CSTA) in associa-
tion with All India Tennis
Association here on Monday.

Tavish Bansal, Satyakam
Mishra, Mankiraat Singh,
Darsh Agrawal, Shubham
Sarangi, Khirman Tandi, Achintya
Verma and Rudra Gutgutiya won
their matches first round matches
to advance ahead. Similarly, in the
girls category, Yashika Somani,
Tuhipa Gangbaer, Pakhi Bhatt,
Prisha Sas, Anamya Dubey, Tiya
Singh, Avantia Gutgutia entered
into the quarter final by register-
ing victories in their respective
matches.
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National Sports Day at Sri Sankara Vidyalaya, Sec – X
Bhilai, Aug 29: Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sector-
X, organized a Marathon on
Monday for the students
and parents on the occasion
of National Sports Day, to
commemorate the birth an-
niversary of Major Dhyan
Chand, India’s most iconic
and decorated hockey play-
er. The Chief Guest for the

day was Mrinal Choubey,
International Hockey play-
er. Achal Choubey was the
guest of honour.

1000 students (Classes VI-
XII) and 25 parents
(Nursery – Class XII) enthu-
siastically participated in
the event. The marathon
was a 5 km run for the stu-

dents and fathers where the
mothers had fast walking of
1 km. The 5 km run started
from the school entrance,
moved towards Sec-9 hospi-
tal

junction and back
through Globe chowk. The
marathon was flagged off
by KG Muralidharan,
Executive Member, SSES.

The winners of the vari-
ous category were –  Sub-
junior group VI-VIII (Girls)
– First prize went to
Anshika Singh, Second to
Kanak Giri and third to
Isha Gupta. Krishna
Pandey, Arth Tare and

Sharthak Deshmukh
came 1 st , 2nd and 3 rd re-

spectively in the boys cate-
gory. Junior group (IX-X)
winners were Aditi Dubey,
Nainka Pal, Arpita
Deewanjee, Khemchand
Arya, Siddharth Nair and
Akshat Jain bagged 1 st, 2
nd and 3 rd in the girls and
boys category respectively.
In the senior group (XI-XII),
the 1 st ,2 nd and 3 rd prizes
went to Archita Agrawal,
Trisha Rao, T Mitali Rao,

Purushottam Deep, Mayur
Prasad and Gaurav.
Deepmala, Radhika Yadav
and Sneha Netam won the
prizes for fast walking for
mothers and Brijesh
Kumar, Santosh Garehwal
and Gagandeep Singh won
the prizes for marathon for
fathers. Consolation prizes
were also given to encour-
age the participants.

The formal function com-

menced with the lighting of
the ceremonial lamp and
garlanding the portraits of
Goddess Saraswathi, His
Holiness Sri Sri
C h a n d r a s e k h e r e n d r a
Saraswathy Swamigal of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam
and Major Dhyan Chand.
Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV welcomed
the gathering and congratu-
lated everyone on the suc-
cessful conduct of the
marathon. He briefed the
gathering about the ‘Fit
India Movement’ initiated
by the Ministry Of Youth
Affairs and Sports in
schools and colleges to en-
courage sports and physical

activities among the youth.
KG Muralidharan, lauded
the efforts put in by
Sankara collective in or-
ganizing the event meticu-
lously. He appreciated the
spirit of the children and
parents who participated in
the marathon. Chief Guest,
Mrinal Choubey, in his ad-
dress, motivated the chil-
dren to take the lesson of
hardwork from the life of
Major Dhyan Chand. He
also inspired the gathering
to adopt any kind of physi-
cal activity as that will
surely enhance their aca-
demic skills.

A token of appreciation
and gratitude was present-

ed to the Chief Guest and
Guest of honour by
Management representa-
tives and Principal, SSV.
Vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Soumya Panda,
PE Department. The func-
tion was ably conducted by
Runa Goswami, Anita
Verma and Sujata Kundu,
Amal Talukdar, Ranjeeta
Das, Jai Kumar, Rakhi
Bajpayee, Nikhilesh
Sharma, Savita Sharma,
Kishan Singh, Anita
Mahanand and Soumya
Panda. Refreshments were
distributed to the students
and staff. The function con-
cluded with the National
Anthem.

National Sports Day celebrated at DAV IPS, Sector -2
Bhilai, Aug 29: The stu-
dents, teachers and all the
staff of DAV Ispat Public
School Sector 2, celebrated
the birth anniversary of
the Hockey Wizard of our
country popularly known
as Major Dhyanchand
which is observed every
year on August 29 as the
National Sports Day.

The school had in its
store a good lot of cultural
as well as sports activities
lined up for the day. It
started with the special as-
sembly wherein the stu-
dents of the senior wing (
representative of the
Students Council 2022)
presented the fact files
about the day and unfold-
ed before the assembly
some rare and less known
facts about Major
DhyanChand. The
Headmistress of the
school, Priyanka Shukla,
in her address to the stu-
dents and teachers greeted
very happily highlighting
the speciality of the day.
Thereafter a fusion of aer-
obics, yoga gestures and
dance was presented on

stage by the middle and
senior wing students. The
presentation was just
breath taking and kept
everyone gaping at the
dancers as they amazed
everyone with their gym-
nastic moves and the
human pyramid forma-
tion bearing the National
Flag in hand and flutter-
ing it high in the air. The
dance was based on a pa-
triotic song of great brav-
ery and valour and it in-
stilled the same in the
hearts of all the young
ones watching the per-
formance.

On this occasion it was
just befitting to introduce
to the school all the play-
ers and participants who
had represented and
brought laurels to the

school at the State and
National Level Sports
Competitions.

The PE faculty of the
school had organised for a
Volley Ball match in its
premises between the two
semi finalist houses . This
was another booster to the
young ones of class V and
class VI who witnessed and
enjoyed and cheered their
houses. The Headmistress
Priyanka Shukla, urged all
the students to strive for a
holistic self development
and not to keep themselves
limited to a particular
stream or area. Today , the
world is full of opportuni-
ties and options are limit-
less. So , one should try to
reach out for the one which
he / she thinks can do the
best.

BoB MP&CG Zonal
Manager arriving today

Bhilai, Aug 29: The Zonal
Manager of Bank of
Baroda, Bhopal Zone
(Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh) Girish C
Dalakoti is arriving on
August 30 on his two-day
visit to Durg. He will at-
tend Branch Managers’
meeting, Customer
Conference and other
events during his stay in
Durg. Providing better
customer service and good
facilities to all the cus-
tomers is the ultimate ob-
jective of the bank and for
the fulfillment of this ob-
jective, Dalakoti will en-
courage the branch man-
agers of Durg area. He

will explain how to con-
tribute to the business
growth of the Bank, with
wide publicity of the ex-
cellent products
launched by the Bank.

Deputy General Manager
of Chhattisgarh
Network, Anmay Kumar
Mishra will also discuss
the departmental per-
formance of the branch
managers and seek his
guidance.

A total of 09 regional
offices and 475 branches
are functioning in Bank
of Baroda (BoB) Bhopal
Zone including Bhopal,
Jabalpur, Indore, Ratlam,
Sagar, Raipur, Durg,
Bilaspur, and Dhamtari.
All these regional offices
are controlled by the
Zonal Manager of Bank
of Baroda, Bhopal Zonal
Office.

Saroj Pandey extends support to striking workers

Bhilai, Aug 29:
Government employees
across the state are on
strike for more than a
week demanding dearness
allowance and house rent,
but the Congress govern-
ment led by Bhupesh
Baghel in the state is not
taking any care of them.
On Monday, BJP leader
and Rajya Sabha Member
Saroj Pandey extended
support to the corporation
workers protesting in
front of the Durg
Municipal Corporation of-
fice. She condemned the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel for celebrating
Teeja Pora in CM House
by distributing saris a day
before the Teeja festival in
a situation when the gov-
ernment employees are on
strike for a long time for
their genuine demands.
She added that the CM has
disappointed the women

employees on Teeja by
overlooking their de-
mands.

The striking employees
of Durg Municipal
Corporation were glad on
the arrival of Saroj
Pandey as she has worked
as Mayor for ten consecu-
tive years. All the workers
remembered their old
days. A day before the Teej
festival, when the ritual of
Karu Bhaat is performed,
MP Saroj Pandey distrib-
uted saris to women work-
ers at the dharna spot.

President of

Corporation Employees
Organization Shiv
Sharma, General
Secretary Anil Singh,
Public Relations Officer
Durgesh Gupta and em-
ployees welcomed Saroj
Pandey. While addressing
the striking employees,
she said that it is the mis-
fortune of the state that in
the Congress government
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, who
talks about Chhattisgarhi
identity, women sisters of
Chhattisgarh fight for
their rights even during

the biggest festival Teeja.
Moreover, instead of lis-
tening to their voice, the
government is busy cele-
brating the festival in the
CM House. All the workers
are very disappointed due
to such a negligent atti-
tude of the state govern-
ment. She added that the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has increased the
dearness allowance of the
central employees and ful-
filled their demand. Now the
state government should
also accept the demand of all
the employees. Encouraging

the striking workers, she
said that the BJP stands
firmly with the employees.

BJP State Secretary Usha
Tavari, Former Mayor
Chandrika Chandrakar,
Former Speaker Dinesh
Devangan, District BJP Vice
President Santosh Soni,
Mandal BJP President
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Chandrakar, Lukesh Baghel,
Deepak Chopra, District
BJYM President Nitesh
Sahu, Bani Soni, Rakesh
Yadav, Vijay Tamrakar,
Jitu Rajput and other BJP
leaders were present.

70 city buses to ply on 17 routes

Bhilai, Aug 29: On
Monday, district Guardian
Minister and State
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar chaired
a meeting of the traffic de-
partment officials, union
transport members and
other concerned officials in
the collectorate auditorium
regarding the operation of
the city buses. The main ob-
jective of the meeting was
to make successful opera-
tion of city buses in view of
the public interest. It has

been decided to run 70 city
buses in urban areas, for
which the tender was float-
ed by the department. This
tender has been given to
Reliance Tour and Travels
for various routes in urban
areas. In this meeting, the
Transport Minister was of
the clear opinion that with-
out compromising with the

interests of the common
citizens, better coordina-
tion should be established
with the private bus opera-
tors. He sought opinion
from the private bus opera-
tors and with the consent of
all the transporters and the
concerned officers, the
fixed routes were amended
and the perimeter was lim-

ited. A total of 21 routes
were earmarked for city
bus operation. After mutu-
al agreement, the route
chart was remapped to 17
and in some routes; the end
points were also changed.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar said
that efficient public trans-
port is required for better
urban planning and the
government wants to ac-
complish it by reintroduc-
ing city buses. Public trans-
port is vital for the urban
economy and labour mar-
ket. The state government
wants to promote public
transport through city
buses, so that the negative
effects of fuel consumption

and air pollution can be
minimized. With this, the
citizens of the district will
also get a better option to
travel from one place to an-
other in major destinations
with reasonable fares.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallav,
Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka, DMC
Commissioner Prakash
Kumar Surve, BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, RMC
Commissioner Ashish
Devangan, BCMC
Commissioner Kirtiman
Singh Rathore, Regional
Transport Officer Anubhav
Sharma and other officers
were present.

Visual Policing: Cops 
conduct bike patrolling 

Bhilai, Aug 29: Under the
guidance of Inspector
General of Police (Durg
Range) Badri Narayan
Meena and directions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava, continuous action
is being taken against
anti-social elements and il-
legal activities. In this se-
quel, SP led the cops in
Bike Patrolling under the
visual policing initiatives.
It was a part of the special
campaign being conducted
across the district. More
than 200 jawans on 100
bikes along with all

gazetted officers and sta-
tion / chowki in-charges
conducted the patrolling.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Kumar
were also present. The
Bike Patrol commenced
from Control Room Bhilai
and moved across Civic
Center, Jayanti Stadium,
Sector 5, Sector 3, Boria
Gate, BSNL Chowk, Sector
1 Park, Sector 1 Market
and Sector 2 Chhath Talab,
Sector 6 Jubilee Park and

Sector 7, Sai Mandir,
Hudco and reached the
Civic Center via Sector 8
Suniti Udyan.

During the bike pa-
trolling, SP inspected all
the places. Cops took ac-
tion against anti-social ele-
ments, goons, stuntmen on
bikes, modified silencers,
drug addicts in parks,
hooligans, etc. At the Civic
Center, the women present
in the Teej Programme ap-
proached the
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) and thanked him
for ensuring safety of
women and creating fear

among criminals.
City Superintendent of

Police Bhilai Nagar, City
Superintendent of Police
Chhawani, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Line, City Superintendent
of Police Durg, Police
Station in-charge Bhilai
Nagar, Bhilai Bhatti,
Newai, Mahila Thana,
Jamul, Reserve Inspector,
Subedar Police Lines,
Raksha Team In-charge,
ACCU Team, Traffic
Police, Inspector General
of Police Durg Range
Force were the part of this
patrolling team.

Police conducts surprise
inspection at banks 

Bhilai, Aug 29: Under the
guidance of Inspector
General of Police (Durg
Range) Badri Narayan
Meena and directions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek Pallav,
surprise inspection of all
private and government
banks of Durg district was
conducted on Monday in
view of the upcoming fes-
tive season. During the sur-
prise inspection, the
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) along with
Additional Superintendent
of Police (City) Sanjay

Kumar Dhruv, City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Abhishek Jha,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Gurjit
Singh reached the SBI
branch at Ganjpara to con-
duct security audit. They
checked the siren, alarm
system, security guard,
CCTV, security arrange-
ments etc and gave impor-
tant directions to the bank
manager and other employ-
ees. The defects found dur-
ing checking were asked to
be rectified at the earliest.
Along with banks, all ATM

booths and guards were
also checked.

In view of the incidents
of burglary in front of
banks and the incidents of
robbery and incidents of
targeting of banks by anti-
social elements, Durg
Police conducted a security
audit by surprise inspec-
tion of banks. They
checked the camera angle
and recording quality of
CCTV, working of alarm,
connectivity to control
room, Guards at entry gate
and their weapons. They
also checked whether fire
safety arrangements are in

place, presence of guards at
ATMs, information to po-
lice in case of ATM tamper-
ing, chest wall and security,
display of contact numbers
of concerned SHO police
station, contact number of
senior officers, mock drill,
inspection register etc.
Over the deficiencies found
during inspection, the bank
managers were asked to re-
solve it at the earliest. In
case of lack of knowledge
among guards working in
the bank, they were told to
arrange training for them
through refresher courses
at Police Lines in Durg.

Distributes saris
among striking
women on Teeja

p Public transport to
be promoted to save
fuel and reduce air
pollution

Sundar Rao & Punyavati
BBhhiillaaii:: Sector 1 resident teacher Sundar
Rao left for heavenly abode on Sunday.
Last rites of the mortal remains were
performed at Ramnagar Muktidham.
The next day on Monday, his wife
Punyavati also breathed last. Last rites
of her mortal remains were performed
at Ramnagar Muktidham.

Pt. Devendra Shukla
RRaaiippuurr:: Pt. Devendra Shukla,
R/o Byron Bazar, Raipur
passed way on Aug 28. He
was 51 and was keeping
unwell for long time. He was
husband of Sarika Shukla and

father of Ms. Shruti and Ama and broth-
er-in-law of Jawahar Bajpayee working
in BSP Public Relations. The final rites
were performed here on Monday.

OBITUARY



Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Aug 29: On
occasion of 'Pola' festival,
members of Rajiv Yuwa
Mitan Club (RYMC) organ-
ised panchayat-level sports
competition in Gram
Shivpuri. In this competi-
tions in 'Kabaddi', 'tug-of-
war', race of bullocks made
out of soil. In 'Kabaddi'- two
teams of Bakhledi ,
Baldevtola and Shivpuri
viz. 'A' and 'B' took part.

The winning team was
presented with cash of Rs
1101 by RYMC and a medal
and runner's up was pre-
sented with cash of Rs 551.

Shiv Bhakt Yuwa Samiti
presented shield to both
the teams.

In the same way in the
Tug-of-War competition,
women and girls showed
their strength and first
the competition was held
bewteen Baldev Tola V/s
Shivpuri team and in this
women's team from
Shivpuri won and in the
girl's category, Bakhledi
and Shivpuri team
clashed and in this
Shivpuri's team won.
Among the children, a
race of bullocks made out
of clay was held and in
this Kunal Sahu emerged
winner. In this competi-
tion, all the villagers from
Gram Shivpuri and near-
bya areas were present.

Variety of sports held 
on ‘Pola’ festival

ABPSS extends greetings 
to Shankar Pandey

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Aug 29: The
national patron of Akhil
Bharatiya Patrakar
Suraksha Samiti (ABPSS)
and senior journalist
Shankar Pandey was felic-
itated by the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at Raipur Press Club and

for which all the journal-
ists of ABPSS (GPM) have
extended greetings to him.

The senior journalist
Shankar Pandey is work-
ing for last 40 years in the
field of journalism and
has worked in many well-
known daily Hindi news-
paper and magazines.
Presently he is Editor-in-
Chief of his own maga-

zine Chhattisgarh Suraj,
which is not only well-
known in Chhattisgarh,
but in other states as well.
Along with this working
as freelance journalist
Shankar Pandey writes a
column 'Aaina-e-
Chhattisgarh' every week
for last many years and of
which people from all sec-
tions anxiously wait to
read it. In the same way he
is playing active role in
journalism in the state.

In the ongoing fight for
safety and security of the
journalists in the country,
many states have taken
firm stand on it. In
Chhattisgarh the group of
senior journalists also
held the need for
Journalists Safety Law
and strengthened it to
such an extent that CM
Bhupesh Baghel not only
formed a committee to im-
plement this Law, but has
also prepared a draft for it
as well and which will be
enacted as law shortly.

All the office bearers of
ABPSS District GPM have
extended greetings to the
senior journalist Shankar
Pandey for the felicitation.

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Aug 29:
City Congress President
Kulbir Chhabra has said
that inflation has reached
double digits within the
last 14 months and from
petrol and diesel to cooking
gas prices are on fire. Even
with the introduction of
GST in the prices of domes-
tic essential goods, infla-
tion has increased, due to
which the budget of the
household is completely
spoiled and the public is
shocked.

Talking to reporters at
the Press Club building,
city Congress President
Kulbir Chhabra said that

after the formation of
Modi's government at the
center in the year 2013-14,
there was talk of providing
relief to the common peo-
ple from inflation, but in
the last 8 years, inflation
has increased rapidly. The
graph of unemployment is
also increasing rapidly,and
due to the failed economic
policies of the central gov-
ernment, inflation is at a
record level. Chhabra also
alleged that the burden on
the general public has been
increased by the implemen-
tation of GST on everyday
essential items like house-
hold items, flour, rice, curd,
honey, paneer by Modi gov-
ernment.

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Aug 29: As per
instructions by the region-
al working committee, the
election of office bearers of
Chhattisgarh Sahayak
Shikshak Federation
(CSSF) block unit
Pandaria, was held  at com-
munity bhavan in
Pandaria on Sunday.

It was on completion of
the term of the block office
bearers of CSSF that the
new body was formed and
discussions were held for
the activities of the organi-
sation and the future strat-
egy at regional level.

Thereafter the elections of
CSSF Pandaria block unit
were held in democratic
manner.

The proposal for the post
of President was put by
Santosh Kumar Kashyap
and Gajanand Kashyap
and Naresh Kumar Thakur
supported it. This was wel-
comed by all the members
present by clapping and in
this way the Block
President of CSSF

Pandaria unit was elected
unanimously.

The newly appointed
Block President Suresh
Singh Thakur said that to
strengthen the organisa-
tion is his main objective
and should be that of all
and participation of all is
necessary for the same. I
would delegate all my re-
sponsibilities with due se-
riousness, he added.

In the above election pro-

gramme, CSSF regional
working committee
President CD Bhatt was
present as the observer,
along with District
President Kabirdhaam
Prem Narayan Sharma,
working Committee district
President Mahesh Singh
Thakur, District V-P Naveen
Thakur, regional secretary
Rajendra Sharma.

During this teachers from
Pandaria block were also
present in large number
and this included block con-
vener Umrao Singh
Dadsena, patron Santosh
Soni, and Siddhram
Marawi, Santosh Sahu,
Vipin Pathak, Bharatlal
Yadav, Roshan Jaiswal,
Manohar Lal Dhritlahare
and others.

People’s problems 
increased due to 

striking employees 
Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Aug 29:
Due to regular strike by
the employees and offi-
cers, the problems of the
people have increased in
departments including ed-
ucation, health to tribal
welfare, women and child
development department.

The employees of the
Revenue Department have
also fully joined the dhar-
na, due to which the prob-
lems of the farmers have
also increased. It is to be
known that regarding

other demands including
dearness allowance, a total
of 94 organizations under
the banner of Employees-
Officers Federation are
collectively holding an in-
definite dharna at the
Nandgaon district head-
quarters.

The indefinite strike,
which has been going on
for a week, has put a hold
to the entire administra-
tive system. Almost all the
offices are vacant and
many important official
works are incomplete per-
taining to the strike.

p Organised under
aegis of RYMC

p Of CSSF Pandaria
block unit
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Bodies of all 3 missing
tourists found; toll rises to 6
Central Chronicle News

Ramdha, Aug 29: The
bodies of three persons
who went missing after
bathing in a waterfall in
Korea district were fished
out on Monday, taking the
death toll in the incident
to six, officials said.

All the deceased were
part of a group of 15
members of an extended
family from Madhya
Pradesh, who had on
Sunday gone for a picnic
at the Ramdaha waterfall
under Kotadol police sta-
tion limits, located more
than 300 km from the state
capital Raipur.

Officials on Sunday re-

ceived the information
that seven people had
gone missing while
bathing in the plunge pool
of the waterfall.

Initially, two of the
seven persons were traced
by rescuers and shifted to
hospital. One of them was
declared dead at the hos-
pital while other person
was out of danger, a police
official earlier said.

Two more bodies were
also traced on Sunday.

The search operation,
involving personnel of
the State Disaster
Response Force, Home
Guard, police and local
divers, was halted on
Sunday night.

The operation resumed
on Monday morning and
bodies of the remaining
three missing tourists
were traced, Korea
Collector Kuldeep
Sharma told PTI.

The deceased were
identified as Shweta
Singh (22), Shraddha
Singh (14) and Abhay
Singh (22), he said.

The bodies were sent
for a postmortem and will
later be handed over to
their relatives, he added.

Despite a caution board
placed at the spot request-
ing people not to bathe in
the waterfall, the tourists
went into the deep waters,
a police official said.

More than 900 persons 
took part in ‘Cyclothon’

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Aug 29: Marwari
Yuwa Manch (MYM)
Korba, organised
'Cyclothon' on Aug 28 and
in this students from all the
Schools in Korba city and
teachers took part in large
number and their strength
was more than 900 and
along with this the resi-
dents of city also took in it.

The chief guest in the
programme was Santosh
Kumar Singh, SP District
Korba and he flagged off
the 'Cyclothon' to all the cy-

clists. The rally started
from city's Ghantaghar
Chowk and covered
Budhwari to ITI and pass-
ing through Kosabadi
Chowk concluded at
Ghantaghar Korba. Here
all the participants were of-
fered juice and snacks and
arrangement for it was
done by traders viz. Saheb
Premium, Allied Auto,

Garima Medico, Pari
Electronics, Inder Cycle,
Shri Naresh Trading, JCI
Central.

All the participants were
presented with medal and
certificates and in this pro-
gramme all the office bear-
ers and members of MYM
were present. They in-
formed that for this pro-
gramme they are busy for

last 15 days and due to
which people in large num-
ber took part in the
'Cyclothon'.

On this occasion founder
of MYM Sunil Jain, nation-
al convener of Rajnaitik
Chetana and former
President Neeraj Agrawal,
present working committee
President Satish Agrawal,
Secretary Akshay Agrawal,
Treasurer Aditya Agrawal,
chief convener of the pro-
gramme- Sunny Mittal,
Vikas Mittal, Ayush
Agrawal, Priyam Agrawal,
Anurag Agrawal, Suraj
Agrawal, Ankit Agrawal,
Ashish Agrawal, Pankaj
Dewada, and other mem-
bers played important role.

p Organised by 
MYM in Korba

Teej festival
increases 

congestion 
in buses 

Rajnandgaon, Aug 29:
Movement in other vehi-
cles including buses
though have increased
due to Teej festival, but  a
large rush is also being re-
ported owing to women
going to their maternal
homes to celebrate the fes-
tival. The festival will
begin on August 30 and
the women folks complied
to a 24 hour fast, praying
for a long life for their
husbands. As per infor-
mation, there is a huge
crowd in the buses, locat-
ed at Nandgaon District
Headquarters towards
routes of Mohla -Manpur ,
Ambagarh outpost to
Khairagarh , Churia ,
Dongargaon , Dongargarh
and otherplaces .

Waterfall Tragedy

Suresh Singh Thakur elected President unanimouslyDue to rising inflation
public is shocked: Kulbir

On his felicitation at the hands of CM

Variety of competitions mark ‘Pola’ festival
Central Chronicle News

Arang, Aug 29: The festival
of 'Pola' in Gram Paloud was
celebrated with religious
fervour and in traditional
manner. On this occassion
the people decorated the
bulls in colourful manner
and in the houses, the bul-
lock cart made out of earth-
en item were also decorated
along with 'Nandi' and 'Jata
Pora' items. Along with this,
delicacies of Chhattisgarh
viz., ' Thethari', 'Khurmi',
'Chila', 'Gulgula', 'Bhajia' and
others were made and with
this a race of 'Nadia-Baila'
made out of soil was also or-
ganised for the kids.

On this day of 'Pora tihar',
the farmers got up early in
the morning and washed
the bulls in their house and
then decorated them with

colourful feathers and beads
and clothes and offered
prayers to them. After this
they were offered 'bhoj' in
the form of 'Cheela',
'Gulgula', and other items.
On the other hand, the
sprouting of paddy grains
with milk in it was also of-
fered prayers and 'bhoj' was
offered with variety of
items. Young children were
seen running 'Baila', 'Nandi'

made out of soil by holding
it from one side with a rope
and pulling and this site was
common in chowks, trian-
gles in the village. Apart
from this competition in
'Pora Patakne', 'Kabaddi',
'Bull's race' and musical
chair was also organised
and in his women in large
number took part. Apart
from this, variety of other
programmes were also or-

ganised by women on oc-
casion of 'Pora'. The race
of bulls in the ground in
the village was the top-
most attraction and in
this the winners were pre-
sented with prizes.

Suraj Sahu informed
that in Gram Paloud, vari-
ety of sports competition
viz. 'Kabaddi', 'Kho-Kho',
'Baila Daud', 'Kursi daud'
and others were also or-
ganised. In this pro-
gramme, District
Panchayat member
Makhan Kurre, Gram
President Baldau
Chandrakar, Badaria
Sahu, Khelan Sahu,
Rajendra Chandrakar,
Kishore, Rakesh, Nohar,
Surendra, Tilak, Lalit,
Bhuneswar and others vil-
lagers were present in
large number.
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Adani Vidya Mandir, Surguja student wins bronze medal

Surguja, Aug 29: When
Neeraj Chopra won the
gold medal in men’s
Javelin throw at the Tokyo
Olympics last year, the
whole country celebrated,
and the win inspired
many. This historic feat
was not only a life-chang-
ing moment for Chopra,
but also for a young boy
named Sameer Yadav
from a small village in
Surguja district of
Chhattisgarh. It was right
at that moment that he de-
cided to take up the sport
and be a javelin thrower.

And what an inspiring
decision it was. The class
10 student of Adani Vidya
Mandi, Surguja recently
(August 7) won the bronze
medal in ‘Javelin Throw

Championship 2022’ or-
ganised by Athletic
Federation of India at
Bilaspur.

“Neeraj Chopra’s win
was inspiring for me. He is
my idol. I want to continue
on this path and win many
more medals in the fu-
ture,” says Sameer.

Son of a farmer, Sameer

is excited about this feat,
but says that this is just
the beginning. And his
sports teacher Binod
Kumar Singh could not
agree more.

“We started prepping
Sameer since last year. We
had another student who
was a javelin thrower in
our school, Vijay Yadav.

They used to practice to-
gether, and they live in the
same village. Sameer par-
ticipated in the under-16
category. After Neeraj
Chopra won the gold
medal, Sameer became
more motivated. As a
sports teacher, I feel that it
is a very good sign that
students want to play

games beyond cricket and
football. Javelin is not an
easy sport and not every-
one has the power to
throw. I want to groom
more medal winners from
our school,” Binod shares.

For Sameer to pursue
his dream of becoming a
national and international
level medal winner,
Principal of AVM,
Surguja, Dilip Pandey is
doing his all to support
him.

“I feel proud, happy, and
excited, all at once. I want
him to do well. I want him
to be the future Neeraj
Chopra and that is why I
am providing all the infra-
structure and facilities to
him so that he can take
this forward and keep at it.
Our location is very re-
mote and that is why we do
not have access to good
coaches. But all the credit
goes to our sports teacher
to give us a medal winner,”
he explains.

Alumni Committee of the IIM-R launches Gyaan Series: Chapter 1
Raipur, Aug 29: The
Alumni Committee of the
Indian Institute of
Management Raipur
launched a new initiative,
the “Gyaan Series:
Chapter 1” to enlighten the
IIM Raipur Alumni stu-
dents on relevant topics al-
lowing them to stay updat-
ed with the recent happen-
ings in the industry.
Developed under the guid-
ance of IIM Raipur
Director Ram Kumar
Kakani, the series is also
geared toward strengthen-
ing the alumni network of

the institute.
The first session of the

series was held online on
Saturday, 27th August 2022,
and Mr. Diwakar Loshali,
Global Head HR Tech, and
Operations, OERLIKON,
attended the event as the

speaker. The event started
with Prof. Archana
Parashar, Chairperson,
Alumni Committee, ad-
dressing the attendees.
She welcomed everyone
and informed them about
the plans of the

Committee which includ-
ed organizing various
events like Homecoming
and City Meets. Next, Prof.
Kakani, in his speech,
talked about the impor-
tance of upskilling. He ex-
pressed his thoughts on
the importance of provid-
ing a platform for the
Institute’s alumni to con-
tinue their learning jour-
ney. In his speech, Mr.
Diwakar Loshali began by
talking about his extensive
experience of over 20
years in the domain of HR.
He continued by talking

about changing business
models and highlighted
the need for agility in or-
ganizations. He touched
upon new developments in
HR, such as the use of ana-
lytics in the field. He fur-
ther enlightened the atten-
dees by sharing his
thoughts on technological
developments and new
and changed policies in
HR. Finally, he gave the at-
tendees insightful answers
to their questions in the
Question-and-Answer ses-
sion at the end of the
event.

GEMS celebrate National Sports Day

Raipur, Aug 29: Along
with the entire country,
Shri Gujrati English
Medium Higher
Secondary School cele-
brated National Sports
Day at its Devendra
Nagar campus here. The
programme began with
morning assembly where
the students remembered
Major Dhyan Chand as
this  day is celebrated on
the birth anniversary of
Hockey wizard Dhyan
Chand. Amarnath Tiwari
in his speech threw light
on the importance of this
day. School Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma in a
beautiful way explained
the life and work of
Dhyan Chand and his

contribution towards
sports. Later different
sports disciplines like tug
of war ( for primary stu-
dents), Chess ( for middle
and higher class stu-
dents), Badminton ( for
middle and Higher Class
students) and Volley Ball
for higher class students
were played in which stu-
dents of four houses par-
ticipated. In between
President of Shri Gujrati
Sikshan Sangh Narayan
Bhai Patel, Secretary duo
Tulsi Bhai Patel and
Ashok Bhai Patel, Joint
Secretary Vithal Bhai
Patel, Administrator V K
Mishra along with School
Principal Dr Sharma for-
mally inaugurated the

programme by lighting
the ceremonial lamp and
garlanding the photo-
graph of Major Dhyan
Chand. Secretary Tulsi
Bhai Patel blessed the
children and the guests
initiated the start of
Boys’ Badminton Double
final match for  senior
students. They got  intro-
duced to the students and
later watched the match
till the end. Sports Officer
Shrinivas Rao took the
lead in successfully con-
ducting the programme.
Vice Principal S V
Chandrasekhar and
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Coordinator Bhaskar
Sharma were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

‘Prakriti Vandan’ programme organized
Raipur, Aug 29: Under the
aegis of Hindu Adhyatmik
Sewa Foundation and
Paryavanaran Sanrakshan
Gatividi organized
‘Prakriti Vandan’ pro-
gramme at BSS
Pranavananda English
Medium School premises
in presence of BSS Raipur
Secretary Swami
Shivrupananda, Sangh
Sanchalak Bhaskar
Konhekar, Hindu
Adhyatmik Sewa
Foundation state coordina-
tor Sanjay Joshi secretary
Rajprajapati, ‘Prakriti

Vandan’ programme state
secretary Dhirendra
Mishra and others. In addi-
tion teachers of the school,
staff and students were

present. They all wor-
shipped Banyan tree and
pledged for the conserva-
tion and protection of na-
ture.

IVF comes as a boon for
infertile couple

Raipur, Aug 29: Awoman
diagnosed with unicornu-
ate uterus, a rare condi-
tion which causes to have
only half a uterus, con-
ceived in the first attempt
at Indira IVF. After strug-
gling with infertility for
five years the women has
been able to conceive a
healthy pregnancy with
the help of technological
interventions and assis-
tance of experts at the
clinic.

Laxmi (name changed),
aged 27 years was diag-
nosed with unicornuate
uterus with a rudimenta-
ry horn before arriving at
Indira IVF. However, there
was no diagnosis given for
her husband Sanjeev
(name changed), of 29

years old. After proper
medical examinations of
both the husband and
wife at Indira IVF, it was
found that Laxmi had a
small sized unicornuate
uterus, and Sanjeev had
low sperm count.

With the help of cutting
edge technology and ex-
pert advice of Indira
IVF’s doctors, hormonal
treatment for three
months followed by hys-
teroscopy was chosen as
the route of treatment for
the couple. A single em-
bryo transfer to the uterus
to avoid any complica-
tions was performed.This
led to the successful con-
ception, and Laxmi is now
carrying her baby of
twelve weeks.

Speaking about the de-
velopment, Dr Kshitiz
Murdia, CEO and Co-
founder of Indira IVF
said, “We understand that
infertility in India is a so-
cial problem as much as a
medical one. Couples un-
dergoing treatment face a
range of challenges, with
worry over the outcome
being a major one.
Therefore, it is crucial to
make sure that an IVF
cycle will result in a suc-
cessful pregnancy to the
best possible chance. By
utilising cutting-edge
technology, we work to en-
sure that everyone who
trusts us with their care
has equal access to it and
to help alleviate their con-
cerns.”

Experts discuss nuances of establishing
career in the field of policy making

Raipur, Aug 29: The
eighth session of the
Career Development
Conclave was organized by
Hidayatullah National
Law University, Raipur, on
Sunday, on the theme
“Intersection of Law
&Public Policy’’. The open-
ing remarks were offered
by Dr. Avinash Samal,
where he highlighted role
played by public policy in a
democratic setup. This
was followed by an insight-
ful keynote address by the
Vice Chancellor of HNLU,
Prof. (Dr) V.C.
Vivekanandan.

The esteemed panel con-
sisted of Mr. Suyash
Pande, Advocate and
Public Policy & Training
Consultant, Ms. Shreya
Shrivastava, Senior resi-

dent Fellow at Vidhi
Center for Legal Policy,
Delhi, Ms. Mayuri Gupta,
Research Fellow at Vidhi
Center for Legal Policy,
Delhi and Ms. Manya
Gupta, Senior Research
Fellow at Center for Trade
and Investment Law, Delhi.

The discussion delved
into various nuances of es-
tablishing a career in the
field of policy making. The
panellists pointed towards
importance of carving in-
dividual opinions by up-

dating oneself with the
contemporary topics and
issues revolving around
the legal and social fabric
in the national and inter-
national arena.
Subsequently, the panel
also discussed the role of
legal education as a facili-
tator, rather than a man-
date, in the field of Public
Policy. They further clari-
fied that the knowledge of
the legal framework is
helpful in some essential
functions of public policy

such as empirical re-
search.

The panelists pointed a
plethora of conventional
and conventional roles
available to an individual
even in esteemed branches
of government including
legislature, bureaucracy,
and government advisory
bodies. They opined that
the opportunities available
are broad in nature rang-
ing from policy analysts,
managers, researchers,
drafters etc, with it provid-
ing pupils. The panel also
expounded upon the inter-
national openings in the
sphere of public policy,
which includes working
under organizations like
World Bank, World Trade
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,
Organization for
Economic Co-operation
and Development. For this,
the panel emphasized on
the role of pursuing ad-
vanced degrees in the field
of interest.

While highlighting the

type of work which public
policy encompasses, the
panel enumerated the ac-
tivities of ideation and
identification of areas of
sound research project
while laying special em-
phasis to analysis of poli-
cies.

According to them poli-
cy advocacy is essentially
the amalgamation of poli-
cy making with its advoca-
cy in the public domain
with the aid of various
branches of the govern-
ment, especially judiciary.
It involves lobbying for ei-
ther implementation, im-
provement or prevention
of a particular law. Even
the government plays a
proactive role in the realm
of policy advocacy with
the help of commission re-
ports and media channels
and the same forms a
salient part of public poli-
cy. Dr. Uttam Kumar Panda
delivered the vote of
thanks to the esteemed
panel.

BOM opens its 2215th branch in Choubey Colony

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 29: BOM
inaugurated state of the
art branch at CHOUBEY
COLONY, RAIPUR at
the hands of Arun F.
Kabade, GM Credit-
Retail and MSME, Bank
of Maharashtra and
Chief Guest Mahendra
Singh Chauhan, ED
(Finance), CSPTCL.

Raipur, Aug 29: Bank
of Maharashtra (BOM)
one of the leading public
sector bank today
opened a new state of
the art branch at
Choubey Colony, Raipur
in Chhattisgarh. With
the opening of this
branch, BOM now has a
total of 38 branches and
31 ATMs in
Chhattisgarh. The
Branch shall cater to all
basic banking transac-
tions and also specific

needs of customers, of-
fering the entire spec-
trum of banking prod-
ucts and financial serv-
ices covering Retail,
Agri and MSME sectors.
The Bank offers various
unique products to its
clientele based on their
needs such as ATM cum
debit card, secured in-
ternet banking, 24/7
Customer Care Centre,
and Mobile banking
amongst others.

GM Arun Kabade told
that the bank is increas-
ing its presence very

rapidly in every corner
of the country. He ex-
pects that with the fast
growing network of
branches in
Chhattisgarh, bank will
be able to tap the huge
business potential of the
state and garner more
business. Chief Guest,
Mahendra Singh
Chauhan, ED (Finance),
CSPTCL expressed at
the occasion that “Bank
of Maharashtra’s state
of the art new branch at
Choubey Colony, Raipur
will be helpful for the

people in the locality for
fulfilling all of their
banking and financial
needs.”

Prasanta Kumar Raju,
Zonal Head, said, “We
are delighted to open
one new branch in
Raipur City and fulfill
our commitment to pro-
viding banking services
to retail customers
through a fast expand-
ing network of branches
and other channels. It
will be a one-stop shop
for the banking needs of
the customer, and will
enhance our customer
experience through this
branch”.

Currently, the bank is
serving 30 million cus-
tomers across 28 states
and 6 Union Territories
in India through its 2215
branches and 2182
ATMs. Its vision is to be-
come the country’s pre-
ferred and profitable
public sector banks lead-
ing inclusive digitized
bank serving all cus-
tomer segments and
communities offering
world class products.

Preparations for the
election budget begins

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 29:
The budget preparations
for the election budge for
the next financial year
2023-24 has been started
and this will be the last
budget of the state govern-
ment led by Congress
under leadership of CM
Bhupesh Baghel. In view
of the forthcoming Vidhan
Sabha (VS) polls, the state
government is likely to
make many important and
major declarations related
to welfare of farmers,
labourers, poor, youth and
women.

At the same time for bet-
ter implementation of the

state government’s presti-
gious schemes and public
welfare policies, there can
be provision for more and
more funds this year in the
budget. Presently the size
of the state’s annual budg-
et is above Rs 1 lakh crore.
The Finance department
in order to make pro-
gramme for making of
new budget, has sought
proposals from all the de-
partments.

As per the budget pro-
gramme, the Finance
Department has asked the
Budget Control officers to
provide separate entries of
budget and budget re-
ceipts, an online module
link and hard copy will be
provided on Sept 7. As on
31 March 2022, the infor-
mation about the vehicles,
telephones and computers
and structure of sanc-
tioned posts and assets
(with each department,
HoD and other offices un-

derneath)  be provided  on-
line and in hardcopy  to
the Finance Department
by Sept 13. The last date
for receiving of revenue
receipts, budget proposals
of budget estimates of re-
covery with the Finance
department is Oct 12.
It is from Oct 27 to Nov 4,
there will be discussions
with the officers form the
administrative depart-
ments ( including HoDs
and Special Secretary and
Joint Secretary or Dy.
Secretary level officers) on
revenue receipts or budg-
etary estimates that of the
recovery. All the depart-
ments are required to send
the budget proposals to the
Department by Nov 7.

From Nov 15 to Dec 5,
discussions will be held
with the officers of respec-
tive administrative depart-
ment on the budgetary
proposals. From Dec 19 to
Dec 30, the Finance

Secretary  would hold dis-
cussions with the
Secretaries of other de-
partments about budget-
ary proposals (including
proposals of new
heads).The materials for
the CM’s budget speech,
results, gender and of
budget 2023-24 is Jan 5,
2023.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
will hold talks with
Ministers of different de-
partments on their budget-
ary proposals from Jan 16-
24, 2023 and give final
shape to the budget. The
last date for issuing of or-
ders for re-appropriation
or surrender by the ad-
ministrative departments
is 31 March 2023. The
budgetary proposals for
the Tribal Welfare
Department for special
heads for tribal area sub-
plan and special schemes
for tribals will be sent to
Financial Advisory Cell.

Finance depart-
ment issues budget
prog; proposals
invited from all the
departments

BOM now has a
total of 38 branches
and 31 ATMs in
Ch’garh

In the Career
Development
Conclave 2022 held
at HNLU

At Javelin Throw
Championship 2022

Calls Neeraj Chopra
his idol



LIFE-SIZE STATUE

Members of an Indian-American family poses for photos with a newly-installed life-
size statue of Bollywood superstar Amitabh Bachchan at their residence during an
unveiling ceremony, at Edison City in New Jersey.
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Beirut, Aug 29 (AP) 

The granddaughter of a
former Lebanese presi-
dent and ex-diplomat on
Monday announced her
candidacy for the cash-
strapped country’s upcom-
ing presidential elections
on a platform critical of
Iran-backed Shiite group
Hezbollah. The country’s
political woes are com-
pounded by its crippling
economic crisis, which the
World Bank says is the
worst worldwide in over a
century. The Lebanese
pound has lost over 90 per
cent of its value against
the dollar, with three-
quarters of its population
living in poverty.

Tracy Chamoun, 61, the
granddaughter of late for-
mer President Camille
Chamoun, called for key
reforms to rescue
Lebanon’s comatose econ-
omy and reestablish trust
with international
donors.

But she especially criti-
cised Hezbollah’s influen-
tial role in politics and se-
curity, its arms, and its
impact on Lebanese rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia
and other Gulf states.

Lebanon cannot contin-
ue without its independ-
ence and sovereignty and
without a clear defence
strategy, Chamoun said at
a press conference in

Beirut. Lebanon cannot
be ruled by one group, and
its decisions related to
peace and war can only be
done through its institu-
tions. Chamoun comes
from a prominent
Christian political family.
Her grandfather, the late
president, founded the
right-wing National
Liberal Party.

She also is the daughter
of Dany Chamoun, who
led the party’s Tigers mili-
tia in the Lebanese civil
war from 1975 until 1990.
Five gunmen assassinated
her father in 1990 along-
side his second wife
Ingrid, and their sons, 5
and 7.

Lebanon presidential candidate
on anti-Hezbollah platform

London, Aug 29 (PTI) 

Leading Brazilian civil
society organisations on
Monday called on policy-
makers, charities and com-
panies in India to invest in
partnerships with its local
and regional organisations
on the road to meeting the
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

In an open letter, six
Brazilian non-governmen-
tal organisations (NGOs)
urge prospective partners
to take a closer look at the
ground-breaking results”
achieved in Brazil that
could benefit from India’s
global leadership on tech-

nology and innovation.
The letter follows a gen-

erous grant to all the NGOs
by US philanthropist
MacKenzie Scott, which
they hope will be a catalyst
for others to work with
Brazilian organisations.
Since June last year, Scott
has donated almost USD 4
billion to 465 non-profits
around the world. We be-
lieve there is huge potential
for partnership between
India and Brazil across phi-
lanthropy and civil society,
the open letter reads.
Indian philanthropy’s use
of new-age models and
cloud-based giving plat-
forms represent strong

dual cultures of giving
and innovation. Our
shared positions as pillars
of Global South
economies mean that our
collaboration can truly
shape the global future.
That is why we urge
groups in India to take a
second look at partnering
with Brazilian organisa-
tions that are achieving
ground-breaking results,
it notes. The six NGOs be-
hind the drive to reach out
for Indian partnerships in-
clude Gerando Falc es,
Instituto Rodrigo Mendes,
Instituto Sou da Paz,
Lemann Foundation,
Politize and Vetor Brasil.

Brazil groups call for greater 
philanthropy tie-ups with India

Islamabad, Aug 29 (PTI) 

The death toll from the
devastating floods in
Pakistan neared 1,100
Monday, as international
aid began to trickle in fol-
lowing Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif-led cash-
strapped government’s des-
perate appeal for aid to deal
with the crisis that has dis-
placed 33 million or one-sev-
enth of the country’s popu-
lation.

Pakistan’s Climate
Change Minister Sherry
Rehman called it the “mon-
ster monsoon of the
decade,” while Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail said
the floods have impacted
Pakistan’s economy by USD
10 billion.

At least 1,061 are dead and
1,575 injured, according to
the latest data issued on

Monday by the National
Disaster Management
Authority, the chief nation-

al organisation tasked to
deal with natural calami-
ties.

It said that about 992,871
houses were totally or par-
tially damaged, leaving mil-
lions without access to food,
clean drinking water and
shelter. Around 7,19,558 live-
stock are also dead, as mil-
lions of acres of fertile
farmlands have been inun-
dated by weeks of constant
rains. Officials said the final
death toll could be much
higher, a grim forecast as
thousands of villages in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province remain cut off
from the rest of the country
as swollen rivers destroyed
roads and bridges, the
Express Tribune newspaper
reported.

Death toll from Pakistan floods
near 1,100 as aid trickles in

BRIEF

Cleric retirement 
Baghdad: An influen-
tial Shiite cleric
whose followers have
been staging a sit-in
outside Iraq’s parlia-
ment announced his
resignation from poli-
tics and the closure of
his party offices on
Monday. It is unclear
how Muqtada al-
Sadr’s latest an-
nouncement will af-
fect an ongoing sit-in
by his supporters out-
side Iraq’s parliament
building that has par-
alyzed Iraqi politics
for over four weeks.
Shortly after al-Sadr’s
announcement, hun-
dreds of his followers
rushed to the govern-
ment palace, which
contains the main of-
fices of caretaker
prime minister
Mustafa al-Kadhimi,
to protest there.

Palau quarantine
Taipei: Palau’s vice
president and her
eight-member delega-
tion have been quar-
antined in Taiwan
after two of them test-
ed positive for the
coronavirus. Palau is
one of the 14 countries
still maintaining for-
mal relations with
Taiwan, which China
claims as its own and
has relentlessly
sought to isolate inter-
nationally by depriv-
ing it of diplomatic
partners. Vice
President J. Uduch
Sengebau Senior ar-
rived for an official
five-day visit on
Saturday and was due
to meet with President
Tsai Ing-wen.

Corruption probe
Beijing: Chinese au-
thorities said Monday
that 28 people have
been charged and 15
officials including po-
lice are being investi-
gated for corruption
two months after a
brutal attack on sever-
al women in the
northern city of
Tangshan that
sparked outrage and
safety concerns. The
investigation has gone
beyond the actual at-
tack to encompass
broader allegations of
criminal activity and
police corruption in
the area.

Soldier dies 
The Hague: One of
three Dutch soldiers
wounded in a shooting
outside a hotel in
downtown
Indianapolis over the
weekend has died, the
Defense Ministry said
Monday. The comman-
do died tonight of his
injuries. That hap-
pened surrounded by
family and col-
leagues,” the ministry
said in a statement.
The soldier, whose
identity was not re-
leased, was one of
three members of the
Dutch Commando
Corps who were shot
and wounded early
Saturday in downtown
Indianapolis after
what local police be-
lieve was a disturbance
outside the hotel where
they were staying, au-
thorities said.

Dr. Hong, Tao-Tze, the
leader of Tai Ji Men, cen-
ter, presents a Compass
Clock of Conscience to
Fremont Council mem-
ber Yang Shao, left, and
Palo Alto City Mayor Pat
Burt, during Tai Ji Men
Qigong Academy San
Joses 21st anniversary in
Saratoga, California.

People travel in a trailer pulled by a tractor through a
flooded area of Sohbatpur, a district of Pakistans south-
western Baluchistan province, Monday.

UK Air Force aerobatic
team’s jet suffers bird

hit at airshow
London, Aug 29 (PTI) A
UK Air Force Aerobatic
Team’s aircraft cockpit
canopy was smashed
when it was hit by a bird
during a display at an air-
show in north Wales, ac-
cording to media reports
on Monday. The world-fa-
mous aerial display group
were closing out the Rhyl
Air Show in Denbighshire
in north Wales on Sunday
after a weekend of fly-
pasts by Typhoon jets and
the Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight. The Red
Arrows, officially known
as the Royal Air Force
Aerobatic Team, is the
aerobatics display team of
the Royal Air Force based
at RAF Scampton. David
Montenegro, command-
ing officer of the Red
Arrows, tweeted that the
pilot of Red 6 was “a bit
shaken but well”, the BBC
reported.

F rom the COVID-19 pan-
demic to the war in

Ukraine, misinformation is rife
worldwide. Many tools have
been designed to help people
spot misinformation. The prob-
lem with most of them is how
hard they are to deliver at scale.
But we may have found a solu-
tion. In our new study we de-
signed and tested five short
videos that prebunk viewers, in
order to inoculate them from
the deceptive and manipulative
techniques often used online to
mislead people. Our study is the
largest of its kind and the first
to test this kind of intervention
on YouTube. Five million people
were shown the videos, of
which one million watched
them.

We found that not only do
these videos help people spot
misinformation in controlled
experiments, but also in the real
world. Watching one of our
videos via a YouTube ad boost-
ed YouTube users' ability to
recognise misinformation. As
opposed to prebunking, debunk-
ing (or fact-checking) misinfor-
mation has several problems.
It's often difficult to establish
what the truth is.

Fact-checks also frequently
fail to reach the people who are
most likely to believe the misin-
formation, and getting people to
accept fact-checks can be chal-

lenging, especially if people
have a strong political identity.
Studies show that publishing
fact-checks online does not fully
reverse the effects of misinfor-
mation, a phenomenon known
as the continued influence ef-
fect. So far, researchers have
struggled to find a solution that
can rapidly reach millions of
people.

The big idea
Inoculation theory is the no-

tion that you can forge psycho-
logical resistance against at-
tempts to manipulate you, much
like a medical vaccine is a weak-
ened version of a pathogen that
prompts your immune system
to create antibodies.
Prebunking interventions are
mostly based on this theory.

Most models have focused on
counteracting individual exam-
ples of misinformation, such as
posts about climate change.
However, in recent years re-
searchers including ourselves
have explored ways to inoculate
people against the techniques
and tropes that underlie much
of the misinformation we see
online. Such techniques include
the use of emotive language to
trigger outrage and fear, or the
scapegoating of people and
groups for an issue they have lit-
tle-to-no control over.

Online games such as Cranky
Uncle and Bad News were
among the first attempts to try
this prebunking method. There
are several advantages to this
approach. You don't have to act
as the arbiter of truth as you
don't have to fact-check specific
claims you see online. It allows
you to side-step emotive discus-
sions about the credibility of
news sources. And perhaps
most importantly, you do not
need to know what piece of mis-
information will go viral next.

A scalable approach

But not everyone has the time
or motivation to play a game - so
we collaborated with Jigsaw
(Google's research unit) on a so-
lution to reach more of these
people. Our team developed five
prebunking videos, each lasting
less than two minutes, which
aimed to immunise viewers
against a different manipula-
tion technique or logical fallacy.
As part of the project, we
launched a website where peo-
ple can watch and download
these videos. We first tested
their impact in the lab. We ran
six experiments (with about
6,400 participants in total) in
which people watched one of
our videos or an unrelated con-
trol video about freezer burn.
Afterwards, within 24 hours of
viewing the video, they were
asked to evaluate a series of
(unpublished) social media con-
tent examples that either did or
did not make use of misinfor-
mation techniques. We found
that people who saw our pre-
bunking videos were signifi-
cantly less liable to manipula-
tion than the control partici-
pants.

But findings from lab studies
do not necessarily translate to
the real world. So we also ran a
field study on YouTube, the
world's second-most visited
website (owned by Google), to
test the effectiveness of the
video interventions there.

For this study we focused on
US YouTube users over 18 years
old who had previously watched
political content on the plat-
form. We ran an ad campaign
with two of our videos, showing
them to around 1 million
YouTube users. Next we used
YouTube's BrandLift engage-
ment tool to ask people who saw
a prebunking video to answer
one multiple-choice question.

The question assessed their

ability to identify a manipula-
tion technique in a news head-
line. We also had a control
group, which answered the
same survey question but did-
n't see the prebunking video.
We found the prebunking
group was 5-10% better than
the control group at correctly
identifying misinformation,
showing that this approach im-
proves resilience even in a dis-
tracting environment like
YouTube.

Our videos would cost less
than 4p per video view (this
would cover YouTube advertis-
ing fees). As a result of this
study, Google is going to run an
ad campaign using similar
videos in September 2022. This
campaign will be run in Poland
and the Czech Republic to
counter disinformation about
refugees within the context of
the Russia-Ukraine war.

When you are trying to build
resilience, it is useful to avoid
being too direct in telling peo-
ple what to believe, because
that might trigger something
called psychological reactance.
Reactance means that people
feel their freedom to make deci-
sions is being threatened, lead-
ing to them digging their heels
in and rejecting new informa-
tion. Inoculation theory is
about empowering people to
make their own decisions
about what to believe.

At times, the spread of con-
spiracy theories and false infor-
mation online can be over-
whelming. But our study has
shown it is possible to turn the
tide. The more that social
media platforms work together
with independent scientists to
design, test and implement
scalable, evidence-based solu-
tions, the better our chances of
making society immune to the
onslaught of misinformation.
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Safegurd Ramsar sites
It is obvious that the most

recent addition of 11 sites to
the Ramsar list as a part of
conservation efforts provides
relief to the worsening situa-
tion of wetlands across the
country, especially in urban
areas, at a time when India
has lost about 30% of its natu-
ral wetlands over the past
three decades. India is at the
top of the list in South Asia
and currently has the most
Ramsar sites and the largest
area covered by them.
Wetlands are abundant in bio-
diversity and serve as impor-
tant carbon sinks. They  play
an integral role in maintain-
ing the natural cycles and sup-
porting biodiversity in the en-
vironment. Apart from play-
ing host to a variety of fauna,
they play a significant role in
improving the quality of
water, reducing coastal storm
damage, and maintaining
stream flows. Wetlands are
rapidly vanishing as a result
of human activity. Lack of
wetlands can have detrimen-
tal consequences on a number
of things, including the pre-
vention of disasters, the secu-
rity of food and water, and the
control of climate
change.Without wetlands, the
water cycle, carbon cycle and
nutrient cycle would be signif-
icantly altered, mostly detri-
mentally. Government initia-
tives to protect wetlands in
India started in 1987, with a
primary focus on biological
conservation techniques.
Wetland protection is also a
crucial commitment for the
sake of humanity, preserving
the nation's biodiversity, and
meeting the Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030. In
recognition of the importance
of protecting wetlands for en-
vironmental sustainability,
February 2nd has been de-
clared as World Wetlands Day.
The day also commemorates
the adoption of the Wetlands
Convention on February 2,
1971 in Ramsar, Iran.The
Convention's declared goal is
to "conserve and wisely use all
wetlands through local, na-
tional, and international
measures as a contribution to
achieving sustainable devel-
opment across the
world."Therefore, one of our
key priorities is inspiring peo-
ple to care more about wet-
lands and to support initia-
tives to conserve and restore
them.

Dr. Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma, Hyderabad

Congress inertia
The new development

shows that the Congress lead-
ership has not learnt any les-
sons. His remarks in a letter to
Sonia Gandhi that the party
has reached a point of ‘no re-
turn’ should be considered as
a statement of fact. If the
same situation continues, it
will mean that the one-time
majestic party has made up its
mind to make Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s work of
‘Congress-mukt’ Bharat easy.
Azad’s departure must make
the Congress focus on the
grassroots for its survival.

Satish Sharma, Kaithal

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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People make eco-friendly Lord Ganesha idols to achieve the Guinness record for the most people sculpting modelling clay si-
multaneously ahead of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in Bengaluru. The record was achieved by Karnataka State Pollution Control
Board and Shri Vidyaranya Yuvaka Sangha. 

YouTube: How a team of scientists worked to
inoculate a million users against misinformation

GUINNESS RECORD

S cientists in the US
have developed a

durable and safe-to-use
coating that may kill the
COVID-19 causing SARS-
CoV-2 virus, E. coli and
MRSA bacteria, and a vari-
ety of other pathogens
within minutes.

The coating developed by
researchers at the
University of Michigan
killed 99.9 per cent of mi-
crobes even after months of
repeated cleaning and
abrasion on real-world sur-
faces like keyboards, cell
phone screens and chicken-
slathered cutting boards.

The coating could be a
game changer in tradition-
ally germ-laden public
spaces like airports and
hospitals, said Anish
Tuteja, a professor at the
University of Michigan.
"Disinfectant cleaners can

kill germs in only a minute
or two but they dissipate
quickly and leave surfaces
vulnerable to reinfection"
said Tuteja, a co-correspon-
ding author of the research
published in the journal
Matter.

"We do have long-lasting
antibacterial surfaces
based on metals like copper
and zinc, but they take
hours to kill bacteria. This
coating offers the best of
both worlds," he explained.
The coating, which is clear
and can be brushed or
sprayed on, uses antimicro-
bial molecules derived
from tea tree oil and cinna-
mon oil, both used for cen-
turies as safe and effective
germ killers that work in
under two minutes, the re-
searchers said.

The coating's durability
comes from polyurethane,

a tough, varnish-like sealer
that is commonly used on
surfaces like floors and fur-
niture, they said. "The an-
timicrobials we tested are
classified as 'generally re-
garded as safe' by the FDA,
and some have even been
approved as food addi-
tives," Tuteja said.

"Polyurethane is a safe
and very commonly used
coating. But we did do toxi-
city testing just to be sure,
and we found that our par-
ticular combination of in-
gredients is even safer than
many of today's antimicro-
bials," he added.

The results of the study's
durability tests suggest that
the coating could keep
killing germs for six
months or longer before its
oil begins to evaporate and
reduce its disinfectant
power.

However, even then,
Tuteja said it can be
recharged by wiping it
with fresh oil which is re-
absorbed by the surface,
starting the cycle again.
Tuteja estimates that the
technology could be com-
mercially available within
a year.

It has been licensed to
Hygratek, a spinoff compa-
ny that Tuteja founded
with assistance from the
University of Michigan
Innovation Partnerships.

The key challenge in
making the coating was to
combine the oil and
polyurethane in a way that
let the oil molecules do
their germ-killing work
while preventing them
from evaporating quickly.

The team, including asso-
ciate professor Geeta
Mehta, and materials sci-

ence and engineering PhD
students Abhishek Dhyani
and Taylor Repetto, found a
possible solution in cross-
linking, a well-known
process that uses heating to
link materials together at
the molecular level.

The smaller oil molecules
readily combined with the
cross-linking polymer mol-
ecules, forming a stable ma-
trix, the researchers said.

However, to kill germs,
the oil molecules need to
penetrate their cell walls,
which they can't do if they
are tightly tethered into the
matrix.

Eventually, they found a
middle ground by partially
cross-linking the materials
-- enough to keep some of
the molecules free to do
their work, but keeping oth-
ers bound tightly to the
polyurethane.
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JON ROOZENBEEK

R ecently the Union Home Minister has given a call for
''wiping out terror'' in Jammu and Kashmir indicating

that enough is now enough as four decades of this grievous
problem unleashed by Pakistan has been testing our collec-
tive patience. However, the need of the hour is making our
borders totally impenetrable rather invincible. Therefore,
Union Home Minister’s assertive call to security forces and
the Jammu and Kashmir Police to never let any sort of com-
placency to set in instead to continue with coordinated ef-
forts in wiping out this affliction once and for all from
Jammu and Kashmir, assumes great importance. It is no
denying the fact that strengthening the security grid has re-
sulted into preventing commissioning of any mischief ex-
ploding into any violent attacks and other diabolic and hos-
tile acts but lot more is needed to be done and that too, on a
continuous basis. In that, what was necessarily needed was
meticulous and ”well planned” counter terrorism opera-
tions. The importance of seriousness accorded to the contin-
uous attempts at regular intervals of Pakistani infiltration
and inducting into our territories its trained and armed peo-
ple to thwart each and every such attempt, can be seen in the
high level security review meeting held at New Delhi which
besides Amit Shah, the Union Home Minister, was attended
by the Lieutenant Governor and other top security and
Police officers. The vision of the Prime Minister to have a
peaceful, prosperous and inclusive growth oriented Jammu
and Kashmir could be possible with better and quicker re-
sults and with speed in the environs of totally finishing of
the Pakistani malaise of thrust terror war on us. For that to
be doubly ensured, it was imperative to making the
International Border (IB) and Line of Control (LoC) “im-
pregnable”. Not mincing any words, it could also be inferred
to have all such loose points and porous spots along these
borders identified and suitably plugged to prevent any type
of infiltration. Unless that was done in the most effective
way, much could not be achieved on the front and if
achieved, that could be only a short term achievement to be
reversed with fresh reinforcements and replenishing of ar-
moury and arsenal smuggled in through weak and porous
points used by the militants. The high level security review
meeting presided over by the Union Home Minister must
surely convey the intents and purposes of the Indian
Government to ensure that the edifice of the remaining
”residue” of militancy crumbled as soon as possible in
Jammu and Kashmir. Terror ecosystem is an organised
structure not only in terms of arms, ammunition, training
and being sponsored and promoted by a belligerent neigh-
bour and its various agencies but also by brainwashing the
freshly recruited ranks and indoctrinating them to the hilt
to be reduced to the lumps of spreading hate, terror and fear
coupled with lawlessness and engaging security forces in
combat operations even. What for and why, these misled and
led astray young persons themselves do not know. The
Government has fairly to note, as it is fully aware of the fact,
that due to Pakistan’s state policy and desperation on ac-
count of meddling by various non-state actors, it will contin-
ue to push and send in infiltrators along with arms and am-
munition into Jammu and Kashmir. Anti infiltration grid
must, therefore, be further fortified and post infiltration at-
tempts thwarted right before attempts to cause violence suc-
ceeded in any way. Last few years have amply demonstrated
how the backbone of sponsored terrorism is weakened to be
now fully broken to never ever resurrect. Impending and
forthcoming elections in the near future to the UT Assembly
demands more vigil and extreme caution as series of mis-
chief must be presently under the ”stage” of being stitched
by forces from across the border.

Making our borders 
more secure

T he Kerala High Court's verdict passed on last Friday
upholding a decision of the Malappuram district au-

thorities to deny permission for establishing a new mosque
in a locality which already has 36 mosques within a 5-km ra-
dius has caught the attention of the entire country. Reports
say that a Muslim organization sought permission to con-
vert a commercial building into a mosque; the district ad-
ministration denied it, citing the above-mentioned reason.
The organization then approached the Kerala High Court.
While the Court found the district administration's decision
to be justified, Justice PV Kunhikrishnan, in his order made
certain observations which hold a lot of significance, espe-
cially for those states where the mushroom growth of
mosques has become a serious problem. According to the
court, though mosques are important to Muslims, "it is not
stated in the above verses of the Holy Quran that a mosque
is necessary for every nook and corner." The Kerala High
Court also said that "it is not stated in the 'Hadis' or in the
Holy Quran that a mosque is to be situated adjacent to the
house of every Muslim community member. Distance is not
the criteria, but reaching the mosque is important."
Moreover, according to Justice Kunhikrishnan, Kerala is
known as 'God's own country because of the peculiar geo-
graphical situation of the state. "But we are exhausted with
religious places and prayer halls, and we are not in a posi-
tion to allow any new religious places and prayer halls ex-
cept in the rarest of rare cases," the judge observed. The
High Court also referred to a study on religious structures of
Kerala, based on the 2011 Census report, which showed that
the tiny state with 38,863 sq m area (half of Assam's area of
78, 438 sq km) has 10 times the number of religious struc-
tures as villages and 3.5 times the number of hospitals. In
view of this, the High Court said that Kerala was "exhausted
with religious institutions and prayer halls" and that "if
every devotee... Hindu, Christian, Muslim, Jew, Parsi, etc.,
start to construct religious places and prayer halls near his
or her residence, the state will face the serious consequence,
including communal disharmony." The Kerala High Court's
verdict throws up several questions for a state like Assam
where, on one hand, the percentage of Muslims is on the rise
(thanks to infiltration), and on the other hand, mosques are
being increasingly used for jihadi, terrorist and anti-nation-
al activities. One also wonders whether in Assam one re-
quires to obtain permission to set up religious institutions,
including mosques. The question of the use of loudspeakers
is another pending matter.

Too many mosques 
in god’s own country 

New durable coating may kill COVID 
virus in minutes, says scientists 
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Automobile hub

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar  said the state
has become an auto-
mobile hub, as he re-
called leading au-
tomaker Suzuki’s jour-
ney in India beginning
from Gurugram four
decades ago. He said
Maruti Suzuki’s third
plant in Haryana,
being set up in
Kharkhoda in Sonipat,
will be an important
milestone in the pros-
perity of the state as
well as the region. The
company currently
has two plants in the
state in Gurugram
and Manesar.

Investment
Kolkata: Leading
food tech company
RailRestro said it will
be investing USD 20-30
million for building a
robust logistics infra-
structure and will un-
dertake rapid expan-
sion in coverage with
a focus on the east, an
official said. The
Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC)
authorised catering
partner is engaged in
the delivery of restau-
rant food to passen-
gers directly into
trains at railway sta-
tions of choice. The
infrastructure exer-
cise primarily focuses
on a company-owned
delivery fleet to serv-
ice all the railway sta-
tions that it covers
across the nation.

Make-In Odisha
Bhubaneswar:
Ahead of the Make-In
Odisha conclave from
November 30 to
December 4, Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik is scheduled
to meet ambassadors
and high commission-
ers of 16 different
countries at the na-
tional capital on
August 31, official
sources said. Patnaik,
who will leave on a
six-day visit to Delhi,
will interact with am-
bassadors and high
commissioners of
countries like Japan,
South Korea,
Australia, United
Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain,
Oman, Qatar,
Singapore, United
Kingdom, Germany,
France, Italy,
Luxembourg,
Belgium, USA and
some other counties
and woo them to in-
vest in Odisha.

Export ban
Noida: The Supertech
twin towers in Noida
were demolished on
Sunday, a year after
the Supreme Court’s
direction to raze the il-
legally built struc-
tures to the ground.
The nearly 100-metre-
high structures taller
than Delhi’s iconic
Qutub Minar (73 me-
tres) were brought to
the ground in seconds
literally like a house
of cards by the ‘water-
fall implosion’ tech-
nique, in a breathtak-
ing spectacle of mod-
ern day engineering.
They were the tallest
structures to be de-
molished in India.
Minutes after the
demolition, the near-
by buildings appeared
to be safe. A detailed
safety audit is expect-
ed later.

NEW LAUNCH

BCCI President Sourav Ganguly speaks at the launch of a new campaign of Senco
Gold Limiteds online gold transaction platform named DG Gold, in Kolkata, 

Mumbai, Aug 29: 

Wall Street brokerage
Bank of America
Securities has sharply re-
vised upward its Nifty
forecast in the range of
18,500-19,500 points by
December, after two suc-
cessive downward revi-
sions in June and earlier
this month. The brokerage
cited the recent buying
spree by foreign portfolio
investors, pumping in
more than Rs 44,000 crore
in this month, along with
continuing domestic
flows, strong fiscal funda-
mentals and buoyant tax
collections as key positives
for the upper range, while
the negatives include
faster-than-expected re-
vival in China, weakening
in global macro/geopoli-
tics in the reminder of the
year. “While we expect fur-
ther downside risks to
earnings from spillover ef-
fects of the weakening
global macro and high
base for Nifty profits for
rest of the year, it is un-

likely to be steep near-
term, given sharp correc-
tion in crude/commodi-
ties. So we expect Nifty to
trade within a range of
17,000-19,500, as
positive/negative risks
play out, with 18,500 points
as our base-case target for
December, BofA analysts
said in a note on Monday.
The report comes even
though the domestic mar-
ket fell sharply to the tune
of 1.5 per cent mirroring
the free fall in global mar-
kets after last Friday’s
statement by US Federal
Reserve chairman Jerome
Powell that he would have
to continue to hike rates
sharply for some more
time to tame inflation that
is trending at a four-
decade high. Accordingly,
the Sensex fell 1.46 per
cent to 57,972.62 and the
Nifty slipped 1.40 per cent
to 17,312.90. The new high
Nifty target comes within
two weeks of the agency
sharply revising down the
index target (August 11) to
15,600 points by December,

a 10 per cent correction
from the July-end levels.
And after a steep 10 per
cent correction it had fore-
cast in June for the Nifty
at 14,500 points. Both the
revisions were based on
the massive sell-off that
FPIs (Foreign Portfolio
Investors) did in the mar-
ket, pulling out over USD
29 billion between
January and July. But
since then the FPIs have
pumped in over Rs 44,000
in August. The inflow
came after whopping Rs
2.46 lakh crore of outflow
between October 2021 and
June 2022. The BofA re-
port said its optimism
comes from the country
having only two state elec-
tions — Gujarat and
Karnataka — among large
states until November
2023, providing a window
for continued reforms, and
the economy is relatively
well-placed among emerg-
ing markets. Another tail-
wind is the recent sharp
correction in crude/com-
modity prices.

BofA revises Nifty target upward
at 18,500-19,500 by December

Axis Bank stake in
Max Life

Insurance likely to
rise to 20% 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Axis Bank is likely to
raise its stake in Max Life
Insurance to about 20 per cent
over the next 6-9 months, the
insurance company’s CEO
Prashant Tripathy said. Currently,
Axis Bank and its two sub-
sidiaries Axis Capital Ltd and Axis
Securities Ltd collectively own
12.99 per cent of Max Life
Insurance post approval of the
deal in April last year. “The bank
currently holds about 13 per cent
and we are hopeful that over the
next 2-3 quarters they would be
able to take it to 20 per cent,”
Tripathy told PTI in an interview.
Under the deal, the Axis entities
also have the right to acquire an
additional stake of up to seven
per cent in Max Life, in one or
more tranches, subject to regula-
tory approvals. He further said
bancassurance with Axis Bank
has seen a growth of 18-20 per
cent over the last five years and
60 per cent of new sales come
from the Axis Bank tie-up at pres-
ent. Besides Axis Bank, the life
insurer has bancassurance part-
nerships with Yes Bank and a few
other cooperative banks.
Bancassurance is an arrange-
ment between a bank and an
insurance company, allowing the
latter to sell its products to the
bank’s customers and others
through the branch network.

New Delhi, Aug 29:  

Grasim Industries, the
flagship company of
Aditya Birla Group,
would invest Rs 3,117
crore on its existing busi-
nesses in FY23, its
Chairman Kumar
Mangalam Birla said on
Monday. This investment
would be towards capaci-
ty creation and moderni-
sation of plants. “For
FY23, your company has
earmarked Rs 3,117 crore

for the existing lines of
businesses excluding the
paints and B2B e-com-
merce business,” said
Birla while addressing
shareholders of the com-
pany. About the compa-
ny’s “strategic foray”
into paints and B2B e-
commerce, he said these
are decisive steps for a
strong growth.

“Both paints and B2B
E-commerce businesses
complement the existing
lines of business within
the Grasim umbrella.
They cater to a large
market, offer access to
new customer pools, and
hold the promise of cre-
ating sustained stake-
holder value,” he said.
The company’s board
has already approved a
total capex of Rs 10,000

crore for the paints busi-
ness, out of which Rs 605
crore has been spent till
FY22, he said.
“Additionally, the compa-
ny has earmarked Rs
2,000 crore for the B2B e-
commerce business,”
Birla added.

In July this year,
Grasim announced its
entry into B2B e-com-
merce platform for the
building material seg-
ment with an investment
of Rs 2,000 crore over the
next five years.

This platform will be
operated by a newly re-
cruited leadership team
from the digital ecosys-
tem, it had said. In FY22,
Grasim spent a total
capex of Rs 1,958 crore,
Birla said. Consolidated
revenue for the year was

Rs 95,701 crore, up 25 per
cent year-on-year. About
the paint business, Birla
said it is on track to meet
the timelines for com-
missioning of the plant
starting from Q4 of
FY24. “We have acceler-
ated our pace of invest-
ments in the paints busi-
ness by doubling the cap-
ital expenditure commit-
ment to Rs 10,000 crore,”
said Birla. The paint
business has obtained
land possession at all its
six sites, and the civil
construction work has
commenced at four sites,
he said. For its VSF (vis-
cose staple fibre) busi-
ness, Grasim has set an
ambitious target to
achieve net-zero carbon
emissions across all its
operations by 2040.

Grasim earmarks Rs 3,117 cr capex
for existing business for FY23: Birla

New Delhi, Aug 29:

The country’s largest re-
tailer Reliance Industries
on Monday announced
that it will enter the fast-
moving consumer goods
(FMCG) business this year
as part of its expansion
plan. Addressing the 45th
AGM of Reliance
Industries on Monday,
Reliance Retail Ventures
Ltd (RRVL) Director Isha
Ambani said: “This year,
we will launch our FMCG
goods business”. The ob-
jective of this business
will be to develop and de-
liver products and solve
every Indian’s daily needs,
with high-quality products
at affordable pricing, she
said while addressing
Reliance Industries’ annu-
al general meeting. In

FY22, Reliance Retail
strengthened the presence
of its own brands by
launching several new
products across the cate-
gories as staples, home,
personal care and general
merchandise, said Isha
Ambani. The Indian
FMCG market is estimat-
ed to be over USD 100 bil-
lion and is largely domi-
nated by big firms, such as
HUL, Reckitt, P&G, Nestle

and homegrown compa-
nies like Dabur, Emami
and Marico. It will now
compete with Adani
Wilmar and other FMCG
companies.

Isha Ambani further
said Reliance Retail will
continue expanding its
reach to more customers
by adding stores and mer-
chant partners through its
new commerce initiative
Jio Mart. “Reliance
Retail’s strategy is to inte-
grate with millions of
small merchants and pro-
vide them with a platform
to prosper. Since the
launch two years ago, it
has grown merchant part-
ners base to over 20 lakh
partners,” she said.
Reliance Retail adds
around 1.5 lakh partners a
month.

Reliance to enter 
FMCG business this year

Mumbai, Aug 29: 

Equity markets buckled
under selling pressure on
Monday as an intense sell-
off emerged in IT, teck and
banking stocks amid a
bearish trend overseas fol-
lowing hawkish comments
from the US Federal
Reserve.

A depreciating rupee
and spurt in the global
crude oil prices also damp-
ened market sentiment,
analysts said. After tum-
bling over 1,460 points in
early trade, the BSE
benchmark Sensex tanked
861.25 points or 1.46 per
cent to settle at 57,972.62.
During the day, it tumbled
1,466.4 points or 2.49 per
cent to 57,367.47. Similarly,
the NSE Nifty fell 246
points or 1.4 per cent to
17,312.90. Rate-sensitive
stocks declined as Federal
Reserve Governor Jerome

Powell’s comments fuelled
expectations of more ag-
gressive US rate hikes to
fight runaway inflation,
according to the analysts.
Tech Mahindra was the
biggest loser in the Sensex
pack, shedding 4.57 per
cent, followed by Infosys,
Wipro, HCL Technologies,
Tata Consultancy
Services, Kotak Mahindra

Bank, Tata Steel, Axis
Bank, ICICI Bank and
State Bank of India.

On the other hand,
Maruti, Nestle, Asian
Paints, ITC, M&M and
Hindustan Unilever were
among the gainers. Shares
of Reliance Industries
ended 0.84 per cent lower
after billionaire Mukesh
Ambani on Monday laid

bare the succession plan at
India’s most valuable com-
pany, identifying twins
children Akash and Isha
for telecom and retail lead-
ership, and youngest son
Anant for new energy unit
at the RIL’s annual general
meeting. It has earmarked
Rs 2 lakh crore investment
for a 5G network and plans
to launch the high-speed
services in key cities by
Diwali.

In addition, RIL will also
invest Rs 75,000 crore in
the next five years to ex-
pand its petrochemical ca-
pacity. In the broader mar-
ket, the BSE midcap gauge
declined 0.80 per cent and
smallcap index fell 0.57 per
cent. Among the BSE sec-
toral indices, IT fell the
most by 3.34 per cent and
teck declined by 3.14 per
cent. The other laggards
were bank, finance, metal,
realty, and basic materials.

Sensex sinks 861 points as hawkish Fed roils global markets

New Delhi, Aug 29: 

All subsidised fertilisers
including urea and DAP
will be sold under the sin-
gle brand ‘Bharat’ from
October, a move aimed at
ensuring timely availabili-
ty of soil nutrients to
farmers and reducing the
freight subsidy.
Announcing the new ini-
tiative ‘One Nation One
Fertiliser’ under the fer-
tiliser subsidy scheme
‘Pradhanmantri Bhartiya
Janurvarak Pariyojna
(PMBJP)’, Chemicals and
Fertilisers Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said
the companies are allowed
to display their name,
brand, logo and other rele-
vant product information

only on one-third space of
their bags. On the remain-
ing two-thirds space, he
said the Bharat brand and
PMBJP logo will have to
be shown. The companies
have been given time till
year-end to clear their old
stock.

In the last financial year,
the central government in-
curred a fertiliser subsidy
bill of Rs 1.62 lakh crore.
In view of a sharp rise in
global prices in the last 5-6
months, the government’s
subsidy bill is estimated to
rise to Rs 2.25 lakh crore in
the current fiscal.
Explaining the logic for in-
troducing this scheme,
Mandaviya said the gov-
ernment subsidises 80 per
cent of the retail price of

urea, 65 per cent of Di-am-
monium Phosphate (DAP),
55 per cent of NPKs and 31
per cent of Muriate of
Potash (MoP) prices.
Freight subsidy is also
provided in the range of
Rs 6,000-9,000 crore annu-
ally.

Although the specifica-
tions of fertilisers manu-
factured by different com-
panies are same as per the
Fertiliser Control Order
1985 across the nation, the
products are manufac-
tured and marketed under
different brands in differ-
ent states, he said. The
minister said there is a
criss-cross movement of
fertilisers across states,
causing delays in trans-
portation of soil nutrients

and putting a freight sub-
sidy burden on the govern-
ment. For instance, coop-
eratives IFFCO and KRIB-
CO have their manufactur-
ing units in Uttar Pradesh
but they transport and sell
their products in
Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh. Chambal
Fertilisers and Chemicals
Ltd (CFCL) has a manufac-
turing unit in Rajasthan
but sells its products in
Madhya Pradesh. National
Fertiliser Ltd has a unit in
MP but sells in Uttar
Pradesh, he said.

In some cases, fertilisers
are manufactured in west-
ern India for marketing in
the Eastern region of the
country. “The whole idea
behind introducing a sin-

gle brand is to stop this
criss-cross movement, en-
sure companies sell their
products in close vicinity
of their manufacturing
units and avoid unneces-
sary transportation,” he
said.

The initiative will in-
crease and ensure the
availability of fertilisers,
streamline the supply
process without bottle-
necks, bring uniformity in
fertiliser supply, control
unhealthy competition
among companies, and re-
duce the freight subsidy
burden.

This will also strength-
en the real-time monitor-
ing of movement, avail-
ability, and sales of fertilis-
er in a state, he said.

All subsidised fertilisers to be sold 
under single brand ‘Bharat’ from October

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2299::  

The main structure of the
new Parliament building has
been completed and now the
internal finishing work is going
on, Tata Projects CEO and
Managing Director Vinayak Pai
said. Tata Projects Ltd is con-
structing the new Parliament
building which will have a
grand constitution hall to
showcase India’s democratic
heritage, a lounge for mem-
bers of Parliament, a library,
multiple committee rooms,
dining areas and ample parking
space. “The main structure (of
the new Parliament building)
has been completed. We are
now at the stage where we are
doing a lot of internal finishing
work,” Pai told PTI in an inter-
view. “... it is one of its kind, so
the finishes are very well
thought out by the architects,
procuring that and doing all the

finishing,” he added. The gov-
ernment has maintained that
the winter session of
Parliament will be held in the
new building being built under
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s ambitious Central Vista
redevelopment project.
Replying to a question on how
Tata Projects is coping with the
challenge of high inflationary
pressure, Pai said there are
definitely challenges which
most of the industries are fac-

ing as they rely on a lot on
commodities. “So, one one
thing which we have to con-
stantly look at is procuring
smart. So, we have long-term
contracts on a lot of our bulk
material purchases we do,” Pai
said.

The other thing by now, he
said, many of the contracts
have matured where the pro-
curement agreements have
price variation clauses.

“So, that gives us protec-
tion, it might not really give us
the full nature of the increase,
but a good part of it gets miti-
gated by those clauses where
we get support for that,” Pai
said. Asked if the input cost of
construction has risen due to
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, he
said that the steel prices have
gone up, and there are some
speciality items including spe-
ciality steel which is getting
delayed.

Main structure of new Parliament completed,
finishing work in progress: Tata Projects CEO

Mumbai, Aug 29: 

States’ borrowing cost
fell for the second consecu-
tive week on Monday, with
the weighted average cut-
off easing by 4 bps to 7.67
per cent from 7.71 per cent
in the last auction when it
slid by 7 bps. The yield on
the benchmark 10-year G-
secs also declined in the
week by 4 bps to 7.23 per
cent from 7.27 per cent last
Tuesday, Icra Ratings said
on Monday. The weighted
average cut-off of the 10-
year state debt also eased
to 7.61 per cent at Monday’s
auctions from 7.66 per cent
last week. Accordingly, the
spread between the weight-
ed average 10-year state
debt and new 10-year G-
secs yield mildly fell to 38
bps from 39 bps, the agency
said. At Monday’s auction,

six states (Andhra, Bihar,
Haryana, Kerala, Punjab
and Tamil Nadu) raised Rs
14,000 crore, 43 per cent
lower than Rs 24,500 crore
initially indicated for this
week. This was the third
consecutive week of lower-
than-indicated issuance
since the release of the
double tranche of tax devo-
lution on August 10, (Rs 1.2
lakh crore) relative to the
amount released in July
2022. Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh and Bengal
did not participate in the
auction, even though they
had indicated to borrow Rs
13,500 crore for this week.
In contrast, Kerala,
Punjab, and Tamil Nadu is-
sued Rs 3,000 crore more
than what they had indi-
cated.

States borrowing cost continue
to fall; eases 4 bps to 7.67 pc

A ctress-singer Demi Lovato recently opened up about the
emotional and physical abuse she's endured in the enter-

tainment industry, from her days as a child star to incidents
that led her to rehab, reports Variety. The 30-year-old singer
sat down with the podcast 'Call Her Daddy' to reflect on her ca-
reer, sharing some of the darker incidents she's faced, like the
time an unnamed member on her team told her she wasn't
"sick enough" to seek treatment after she explained that she
was "throwing up blood". "I think that was his way of saying,
'No, you're not going back to treatment because if you do, this
will look bad on me," Lovato recalled about the interaction
back in 2017, quoted Variety. Less than a year later, she "ended
up overdosing." According to Variety, at the age of 13, Lovato
started experimenting with drugs after being prescribed opi-
ates for injuries she sustained in a car accident.

"My mom didn't think she'd have to lock up the opiates from
her 13-year-old daughter, but I was already drinking at that
point," Lovato explained. "I had been bullied [and] was looking
for an escape and when my mom saw how many of the pills
had disappeared and how fast they did, she took them away
[and] locked them up." For the next few years, Lovato shared
that she would still "get certain kinds of pills" when she was 15
or 16 years old, including stealing her mom's Xanax.

"It was off and on. Then at 17 is when it kind of was the first
time, like, I tried coke and loved it too much," she continued,
recalling the period following the release of her Disney
Channel original movie 'Camp Rock'. "That kind of bled into
me going to treatment right after I turned 18." Variety adds
that Lovato later discussed the return of her eating disorder
between 2016 and 2018. "There was one time where I had
binged and purged one night. I came clean to my team and
said, 'Hey, this happened'."

According to Lovato, she snuck out of her hotel room that
night because her management would remove the phones so
she couldn't call room service. "I didn't have food in my hotel
room, like snacks in the mini bar, because they didn't want me
to eat the snacks," Lovato said, sharing that her team later
trapped her in her hotel room by barricading the door with
furniture. "It was that level of control when it came to my food,
which just made my eating disorder worse," she added.

ACROSS

1. Miscalculates

5. Droopy

9. Green sauce

14. House division

15. Fox’s home

16. Permit

17. Band instrument

18. Wipe out

20. Confiscate weapons

22. Radiated

23. Beseech

25. NY time zone

26. Floating

28. Out of

32. Virtuous

36. Joan of ____

38. Steam bath

39. Vote into office

40. Give ____ break! (2 wds.)

41. Proclamation

42. Quite small

43. America’s Uncle

44. Doctrine

45. Shoe part

46. Bench

48. Have being

51. Former (hyph.)

56. Disperses

61. Taunts

62. Magazine

64. The Red Planet

65. E.T., e.g.

66. Showed up

67. Senate messenger

68. Gape

69. Recipe verb

70. High cards

DOWN

1. Wash away

2. Batman’s sidekick

3. Hen’s perch

4. Greasy streak

5. Peruvian animals

6. Bond creator ____ Fleming

7. Coal source

8. Top quality

9. Artist’s need

10. She, in Valencia

11. Bed support

12. Handbag

13. Was in debt

19. Holds

21. House-selling business

24. Squads

27. Regions

28. Become dim

29. Wreck

30. Formerly

31. Damon or Dillon

32. New York baseball team

33. Bogus butter

34. Spool

35. Skin woe

37. Carved gem

38. Small sofa

47. Deer’s horn

48. Repent

49. Blushing

50. Roberts and Clapton

52. Florida bay

53. Author ____ Asimov

54. Combine

55. Curvy letters

56. Health clubs

57. Welshman

58. Pavarotti solo

59. Stadium part

60. Shoo!

63. Pal (Fr.)
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Your aggressive nature is strong today,
so be careful, Aquarius. Even though this
may be good for getting things done and
tackling any project you need to com-
plete, the problem is that you might tend
to step on other people’s toes in the
process. Be considerate of others’ emo-
tions and try not to get upset if someone
else takes the spotlight for a while.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

It’s probably in your nature to want to

include everyone in your plans today, Pisces.

Perhaps you’re running around making sure

everyone is being cared for. More than like-

ly, your nurturing instinct is coming out, so

feel free to spread this love around. Be care-

ful not to sacrifice too much of yourself as

you do this.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may find that you have a strong will
now, Aries. Once you get fired up to go
somewhere, there’s little chance that any-
one can stop you. People may accuse you
of being lazy or wanting to take the easy
way out, but it’s different this time. You
should feel fired up and ready to move. The
only thing that could get in the way might
be someone’s oversensitive emotions.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Calm down today, Taurus, and be careful
about accusing someone of something
when you don’t have all the facts. Keep
your wrath under control. If you strike out
now, you may find that you lose their
respect forever. There are no guarantees
on a day like today. If there are conflicts
that you need to work out, at least make
sure that it’s done in private.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may be feeling a bit more in touch
with your warrior side than your emotion-
al side today, Gemini. More than likely
this will set the stage for conflict in your
world of hopes and dreams. Be careful
that you aren’t too aggressive toward
people who are just trying to help you.
The danger here is that you’re most likely
to hurt the ones closest to you. Be careful.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may find that someone or something is
thinking or working opposite to the way
you are, Cancer. This feeling is aggravated
even more by a strong warrior force that
wants to be recognized. There is definitely
a squeaky wheel in the situation that des-
perately needs oiling. Take care of the
basics first before you try to deal with the
particulars of a certain situation.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Pay attention to your body today and feel
free to stop when your body says to stop,
Leo. There’s a strong aggressive force
asking you to take action in one way or
another. Make sure that you are consider-
ate of others. Most importantly, make
sure that you are considerate of yourself.
Don’t indulge in cheap thrills at the
expense of your physical well-being.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Emotionally, you should be doing well
today, Virgo. But when it comes to taking
action, you’re apt to be indecisive. Every
option seems to look fantastic. You proba-
bly aren’t going to want to miss out on any-
thing. The best thing for you to do is try to
get a piece of everything. There are many
pies to dip your fingers into. Why not taste
them all to see which one you like best?

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

There’s tension in the air today, Libra, and

you might be restless and anxious to start

something. There is plenty of energy

around to feed you, but the trick is to

make sure that you’re doing things for the

right reasons. Don’t do things out of guilt,

fear, or regret. Keep on the best path for

the best reasons for the best results.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You’re probably feeling more in touch
with your emotions, Scorpio, but it might
be difficult to know which way to move
based on where you are. There’s an ele-
ment of aggression in your world today
that might aggravate your heart, making
it difficult for you to get a grip on your
situation. Try to calm down and focus
before making any major decisions.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may be focused on a certain trajecto-
ry, Sagittarius, but today you could run
into complications based on overlooked
issues. Be aware of the people around you
and how your actions affect them. You
don’t necessarily need to change your
direction, but you might need to make a
couple modifications along the way in
order to keep everyone happy.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You should be in a good mood today,
Capricorn, but don’t be surprised if some
aggravating force steps on your toes or pulls
your chain in some way. More than likely,
there isn’t much you can do about the situa-
tion except grin and bear it. Do your best to
maintain your position and don’t lose self-
confidence just because someone else isn’t
in tune with how you handle your affairs.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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C elesti Bairagey, who
first gained recogni-

tion on social media as
Alia Bhatt's lookalike, is
gearing up for her up-
coming television show,
'Rajjo', with intense phys-
ical activities. As part of
the preparation for her
role, she had to go
through high-intensity

stunts. From Scuba div-
ing, jumping or running
on the hills at 2-degree
Celsius -- the actress did
it all and with panache.
Sharing her experience
of doing these high-oc-
tane stunts, Celesti said:
"It was a thrilling experi-
ence for me to perform
such tough stunts. It's the

first time I attempted to
do such a tough schedule.
"But since it's all a part of
my work, I enjoyed doing
it and decided to do it on
my own without taking
help from a body-double
or stuntman. I am eager-
ly waiting for audience's
reaction... Hope they will
like it."

Scuba diving, running on a hill:
Celesti prepares for ‘Rajjo’

II ndia holds a very special
place for Former West

Indies Captain Darren Sammy
where he enjoys a huge fan
following. After all he lifted
the T20 World Cup in India
during his captaincy. He also
played his last international
match on Indian soil. He was
also seen as the brand ambas-
sador for a sports platform in
2021 that led to a series of
interesting campaigns with
him as the face. Darren is
known to partner with compa-
nies that celebrate sports and
more so cricket in one way or
another. Known for his wal-
loping Sixers and outspoken
nature, Darren seems to have
taken fancy to something else

very ‘Indian’. There is a rather
intriguing picture of him. He is
wearing a ‘Mukut’ or a crown
as worn by our kings with a
rather charming smile on his
face. Darren being the first
person to play international
cricket from the island of St
Lucia is known to be a path
breaker so we won’t be sur-
prised if he has a new game
plan up his sleeve. It will be
interesting to know what real-
ly is in the works.

We all know he calls India
his second home but is he con-
sidering a second career in
Bollywood? Or will it be an
OTT debut?

Seems like there is a lot of
Fun left in 88 !

Why is Darren Sammy
wearing a ‘Mukut’?

Demi Lovato lost 
her childhood to mental
abuse, drug addictionA ctor Gautham

Krishna, who is set
to make his Telugu film
debut with upcoming
movie 'Aakasa Veedhullo'
along with popular ac-
tress Poojitha Ponnada,
reacts to his lip-lock
scene from the film going
viral after the release of
its song 'Ayyayayyo'.

He shares: "We wanted
to portray romance in a
very realistic and at the
same place artistic like
how ancient sculptures
are. I performed it in the
flow of the moment with-
out thinking much about
anything. I am excited
that our movie trailer
and songs are getting
talked about."

Gautham calls the
story of the movie 'relat-
able': "I'm sure the audi-
ence will enjoy watching
our movie as it is based
on real situations every
youngster goes through
and thus the story is very
relatable. Our film has a
beautiful love story and
the performance will
stand out and give a long
lasting impression to our
audience."

The actor continues to
praise co-actor Poojitha
saying: "The movie has a
breezy romance. I really
enjoyed working with
Poojitha. She is support-
ive and hardworking.

Our on-screen chemistry
turned out well and I'm
enjoying the apprecia-
tion from the audience so
far."

'Aakasa Veedhullo' is
slated to hit the the-
atres on September 2.

Gautham Krishna opens 
up on lip lock with Poojitha in

his Telugu debut film

AA s Ganesh Chaturthi is
around, 'Bhagya Lakshmi'

actress Aishwarya Khare is
missing celebrating the festival
at her hometown, Bhopal. She
talks about following the tradi-
tion of bringing a Ganesh idol at
home for more than 15 years
and how she used to celebrate
the festival with her family in
her ancestral home. Aishwarya
said: "Ganesh Chaturthi is one
of my favourite festivals of all
time. In fact, I have had several
memories of the festival since I
was a child. I still remember, I
was in school when I insisted on
bringing Bappa home on
Ganesh Chaturthi and since
then it has become a tradition
in our ancestral house in
Bhopal." She added more about
her plans for this year, saying:
"I think it has been more than
15 years since we have been
following this tradition and I am
really going to miss the festivi-
ties at home this time around as
I won't be able to travel to
Bhopal when my parents get
Bappa." Khare will be visiting
different pandals (a temporary
structure where people can
gather for religious purpose).
"Having said that, I plan to visit
different pandals and also a
couple of friends' during
Ganesh Chaturthi to take Lord
Ganesha's blessings as well as
to feast on the yummy modak,"
she concludes.

All set for Ganesh Chaturthi:
Aishwarya Khare shares

hometown memories

WW e all have teachers who
have inspired us and

helped shape our lives.
Teachers' Day is celebrated
every year to honour teachers
who have played a significant
role in the lives of every stu-
dent. Expressing their grati-
tude, &TV artists talk about
their favourite teachers, who
have imbibed valuable lessons
in their lives. These artists
include Aayudh Bhanushali
(Krishna, Doosri Maa), Aan
Tiwari (Baal Shiv, Baal Shiv),
Aryan Prajapati (Hritik Singh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan), and
Vidisha Srivastava (Anita Bhabi,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai).  Aan
Tiwari, as Baal Shiv in &TV's
show Baal Shiv, shares, “My
favourite teachers are Smita
Patil Mam and Fatima Mam,
who are also my tutor. They

both treat me very well, and I
am their favourite student. I
always finish my homework on
time, and they compliment me
on it. They have taught me sev-
eral life lessons through stories
and examples, which greatly
helped me. Every time I face a
situation or feel stuck, they
guide me. I consider myself
extremely fortunate to be their
student, and I will always obey
their commands and remember
what they taught me. They
inspire me to do my best. With
my mother's help, this teacher’s
day, I will send a cake to both”.
WWaattcchh  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa  pprreemmiieerriinngg

oonn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2200tthh,,  BBaaaall  SShhiivv  aatt
88::0000  ppmm,,  HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann
aatt  1100::0000  ppmm,,  aanndd  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr
PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt  1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy  oonn
&&TTVV!!

&TV actors 
express gratitude towards

favourite teachers



TRIBUTE TO LEGEND

Hockey players pay tribute to legendary player Major Dhyan Chand on his 117th birth anniversary celebrated
as National Sports Day, in Meerut, Monday.
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Dubai, Aug 29 (PTI):

Indian pacer
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, one
of the architects of India’s
famous win over Pakistan
in Asia Cup, feels having a
solid game plan against
each of the opposition
player is as important as
executing “your skills on
the field”.

Bhuvneshwar played a
vital role in India’s five-
wicket win over Pakistan
in their Asia Cup opener.
He returned with a four-
wicket haul that included
the prized scalp of Babar
Azam.

The 32-year-old sur-
prised the Pakistan skip-
per with a bouncer in his
second over as he went for
the pull only to top edge to
Arshdeep Singh at short
fine leg.

“It is important for a
player to be proactive be it
while batting or bowling
because T20 is such a fast

format, to assume things,”
Bhuvneshwar said at the
post-match press confer-
ence. “Wicket didn’t sup-
port swing and bounce
was more so we plan and
we know what the batter’s
strength and when we
bowl a couple of balls
more we get a better idea.
“I believe, thinking about
the game is as important a
factor as skills,” he added.
Bhuvneshwar felt Babar’s

wicket disrupted
Pakistan’s plan as the
team relies on him to an-
chor the innings.

“Once Babar was dis-
missed, we did not think
that half of the Pakistan
team has been dismissed.
He is a good player but
technically there were
nine other batters still left.

“As a team, we do not
think that if the best bat-
ter is out, then half of the

team is dismissed. “But
yes, once he was out, we
knew their plans will be
disturbed as the batter
who plays the role of the
anchor was gone,”
Bhuvneshwar said.

After struggling with in-
jury, Bhuvneshwar has
found his rhythm. Talking
about his own bowling, he
said he hasn’t changed
anything.

“It’s the same practice.
Everyone has a bad game
now and then and that was
it but I haven’t changed
anything. Sometimes you
need luck to go your way.”

Bhuvneshwar was de-
lighted by the bowling per-
formance on Sunday. “I am
very happy with the per-
formance, not just with
the wickets.

Yes, when you get wick-
ets, you feel happy to con-
tribute but sometimes
bowling economically is
also a contribution to the
team’s cause.

Dubai, Aug 29 (PTI):

Stretchered off the field
due to a career-threaten-
ing back injury against
the same opponents at the
same venue four years
back, Hardik Pandya feels
a “sense of achievement”
after guiding India to a
five-wicket win over
Pakistan in their Asia Cup
opener here.

Hardik dished out an all-
round effort, first return-
ing with figures of 3 for 25
and then playing a 17-ball
unbeaten 33-run knock to
guide India home on
Sunday, four years after
suffering a back injury,
which kept him out of the
game for almost three
years. “Happy to get this
win because it was very
important for us. Our
nerves were checked, as a
team we were challenged
as well. Loved the way he

(Ravindra Jadeja) came
out and played as well,”
Hardik said in video post-
ed by BCCI. “I was recol-
lecting everything from
being carried on the
stretcher and the same
dressing room. You feel a
sense of achievement after
all the things happened
and again getting an op-
portunity today.”

Hardik credited former
Indian team physio Nitin
Patel, who is currently the
head of BCCI Sports
Science, and current
strength and conditioning
coach Soham Desai for his
successful comeback.

“That journey was very
beautiful, we get the fruits
of the journey but behind
the scenes whoever has
worked with me never get
credit. So, I always believe
in giving credit to the per-
son who deserves. Nitin
Patel, Soham Desai, I will

give credit to them for
whatever comeback I have
made,” the all-rounder
said. Hardik said he was
planning one over at a
time and would have “fan-
cied” his chances even if
India needed 15 runs
rather than the seven that
they scored in the final
over to win the game.

“In a chase like this, you
always plan over-by-over. I
always knew that there is
one young bowler
(Naseem Shah or
Shahnawaz Dahani) and
also one left-arm spinner
(Mohammad Nawaz).

“We only needed 7 off
the last over but even if we
needed 15, I’d have fancied
myself. I know the bowler
is under more pressure
than me in the 20th over. I
try to keep things simple,”
said India’s No. 1 all-
rounder. “Seven runs did-
n’t look very big to me. I

was least bothered about
the left-arm spinner
(Mohammad Nawaz) and
five fielders outside the
circle because whatever
the situation was, I had to
hit. But in the entire in-
nings the only time I
showed some emotions
when you (Ravindra
Jadeja) got out,” he said in
free-flowing chat with
Jadeja posted on bcci.tv.

“There was no pressure
in my mind. According to
me, he (Nawaz) had more
pressure. I was just count-
ing on a mistake from him.
The better you handle
pressure then only you
can execute properly.”

As far as bowling is con-
cerned, Pandya knew that
he needed to mix short
balls and induce batters
into making mistakes. “In
bowling, it’s important to
assess the situations and
use your weapons.

Sharjah, Aug 29 (PTI):

Besides eyeing a much
improved show with the
bat, Sri Lanka have resort-
ed to playing mind games
ahead of their crucial tie
against Bangladesh in the
Asia Cup here on Tuesday.

Sri Lankan batters were
blown away by
Afghanistan pacers in the
opening game and will be
looking to get their act to-
gether after a heavy loss.

Bangladesh, on the
other hand, will be play-
ing their tournament
opener. The Shakib Al
Hasan-led side will be
aiming to improve their
recent record in the short-
est format, having won
just two games out of 13
since the World Cup last
year. Sri Lanka skipper
Dasun Shanaka is hoping

that the Bangladesh bowl-
ing attack will not pose
the same threat as his
team had faced from the
Afghans.

“Afghanistan has a
world-class bowling at-
tack. We know Fizz
(Mustafizur Rahman) is a
good bowler. Shakib is a
world-class bowler. But
apart from them, there is
no world-class bowler in
the side. So if we compare
with Afghanistan,
Bangladesh is an easier
opponent,” Shanaka said
after the heavy defeat.

Afghanistan pacers
Fazalhaq Farooqi and
Naveen-ul-Haq had bro-
ken the backbone of Sri
Lanka batting. Shanka ex-
pects his batters to be pre-
pared for the Bangladesh
challenge. “We have to ask
our batters whether they

were prepared. We know
that Farooqi swings the
ball both ways. Naveen-ul-
Haq also swings it most of
the time. It’s not like in
our conditions; these
bowlers are a bit skiddier.
We have to ask that ques-
tion of whether we were
ready for them,” said
Shanaka.

Speaking ahead of the
game, Bangladesh all-
rounder Mehedy Hasan
said his team would like to
respond to Shanaka’s
claim on the field.

“I don’t want to make a
comment that this team is
good and this team is bad.
I think good and bad are
proved in the field. A good
team can lose if they play
badly on that specific day
and similarly a bad team
can win if they play a
good game of cricket.

Gurugram, Aug 29 (PTI):
Delhi boxer Md Azahar
was crowned the WBC
India champion in the
super featherweight divi-
sion after registering a
unanimous win over
Dharamvir Singh here.

The judges scored the
fight 79-72, 76-75 and 79-72
in Azahar’s favour after
32 minutes of boxing on
Sunday night.

The 25-year-old Azahar
lost the first round on all
three judges’ cards but
went on to win the next
seven rounds convinc-
ingly. Azhar, proved to be
the better technical fight-
er before a partisan
crowd. He now has a
record of five wins and

as many losses with four
knockouts to his name.

“I was comfortable,
just sticking to doing
what I do best,” Azahar
said.

“The game plan was to
hit and not get hit. I
fought a good smart
fight. He couldn’t hit me
with any of his best
shots.”

Dharamvir, on the
other hand, has a record
of seven wins and four
losses. His previous loss
had come over three
years ago before the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Indian Boxing
Council-sanctioned fight
night witnessed seven
other fights.

New York, Aug 29 (AP):

In one breath, Nick
Kyrgios talks about head-
ing into the US Open with
as much self-belief and
good play as ever, coming
off a runner-up finish at
Wimbledon and some
strong results on hard
courts in recent weeks.

In the next, ever an enig-
ma, the 23rd-seeded
Kyrgios says he can’t wait
for his stay in the Flushing
Meadows bracket to be
over perhaps as soon as
Monday night, when he
faces his “good mate,” fel-
low Australian and dou-
bles partner Thanasi
Kokkinakis so he can head
back home to the other
side of the world. Asked
what he takes away from
the run at the All England

Club in July, Kyrgios said:
“The confidence in myself
to be able to do it over two
weeks. Staying in a single
spot for two to three weeks
can be exhausting. And to
know that I can do that
and go about things the
right way and take every
practice session, every re-
covery session, the right
way, it’s confidence in the
back of my mind. But also,

I’m the type of player that
if I had won Wimbledon, I
probably wouldn’t have
played the US Open.” His
first-round matchup might
otherwise be a much-an-
ticipated highlight of Day
1 at the year’s last Grand
Slam tournament, along
with appearances by 2021
men’s champion Daniil
Medvedev (against Stefan
Kozlov) and 2022 French
Open finalist Coco Gauff
(against Leolia Jeanjean)
during the afternoon ses-
sion in Ashe. The rest of
the schedule Monday will
be overshadowed by the
contest that precedes
Kyrgios vs. Kokkinakis at
night: 23-time major cham-
pion Serena Williams, in
what could be the last sin-
gles match of her career,
against Danka Kovinic.

Paris, Aug 29 (AP):

Neymar won and
scored a penalty as Paris
Saint-Germain rallied to
draw 1-1 at home to
Monaco and stay in first
place in the French league.

Neymar on Sunday
latched onto Lionel
Messi’s pass down the left
and cut inside central de-
fender Guillermo
Maripan, who appeared to
catch him with an out-
stretched leg.

The referee waved away
PSG’s penalty claims but
then awarded the kick fol-
lowing a video review.
Neymar used his usual
staggered run-up to con-
fuse goalkeeper Alexander
Nuebel before casually
guiding the ball inside the

left post. It was Neymar’s
sixth goal in the league
and eighth goal in five
games overall. PSG has 10
points and leads on goal
difference from bitter rival
Marseille and northern
side Lens. Monaco rode its
luck at times but closed
down PSG well early on,
denying space to its famed
attacking trio of Lionel
Messi, Neymar and Kylian
Mbappe, then took the lead
in the 20th.

After recent signing
Mohamed Camara tackled
Messi near the halfway
line, Russia midfielder
Aleksandr Golovin sent a
pass into the path of
German striker Kevin
Volland, who held off cen-
tral defender Presnel
Kimpembe before striking
a low shot into the bottom
right corner. PSG’s strike
force had netted 17 league

goals in the three previous
league games under new
coach Christophe Galtier,
but did not hit the target
until Mbappe’s tame shot
in the 37th. “They closed
us down well,” PSG cap-
tain Marquinhos said.
“They stopped us bringing
the ball out from the

back.” PSG then struck
the post twice in first-half
injury time, with Messi’s
curler from 20 meters clip-
ping the left upright and
bouncing to Mbappe, who
rushed his shot and hit the
base of the right post.
Marquinhos conceded a
clumsy corner right at the

start of the second half
and, minutes later,
Monaco striker Wissam
Ben Yedder went close
with a lob for 12th-place
Monaco after goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma
rushed off his line.

Nuebel made a fine stop
to deny Neymar in the
59th but was well beaten
on his penalty. Meanwhile,
coach Igor Tudor’s new-
look Marseille is looking
good as Alexis Sanchez
scored twice and his team
won 3-0 at southern rival
Nice in an earlier game.

Nice recruited strongly,
bringing in established
Premier League players
like goalkeeper Kasper
Schmeichel, midfielder
Aaron Ramsey and for-
ward Nicolas Pepe, but is
still seeking a win and is
in 18th place. Marseille
has made a strong start

under Tudor, who is
known as a disciplinarian
and whose appointment
was questioned by fans es-
pecially when he left veter-
an playmaker Dimitri
Payet out of the first three
games. But Tudor is win-
ning the fans over with a
high-octane brand of
pressing soccer. He also
said he’d give the 35-year-
old Payet games. This
time, he started him play-
ing just behind Sanchez a
much-heralded signing
from Italian champion
Inter Milan.

The Chile forward
grabbed his first goal in
the 10th minute and, after
former Arsenal fullback
Nuno Tavares made it
three goals in four games
this season, Tavares com-
bined with Payet to help
set up Sanchez’s second
goal in the 42nd.

Tokyo, Aug 29 (AP):

Viktor Axelsen under-
lined his red-hot form and
confidence when he won
his second world bad-
minton championship
after beating first-time fi-
nalist Kunlavut Vitidsarn
21-5 21-16 on Sunday.

Axelsen ran his win-
ning streak to 37 matches,
not having lost since
March. Akane
Yamaguchi won her sec-
ond straight women’s
world title after overcom-
ing Olympic champion
Chen Yufei 21-12 10-21 21-
14. Yamaguchi surpris-
ingly didn’t medal in her
home Olympics in Tokyo
a year ago but has re-
bounded with consecu-
tive world crowns and the
undisputed No. 1 ranking.

Axelsen added to his first
world title in 2017 by not
dropping a game at Tokyo
M e t r o p o l i t a n
Gymnasium. “I was the
favorite and lot of pres-
sure was on me, but I
managed to perform and

I’m really proud about it,”
Axelsen said. The Dane
sprinted from the start of
the final, reaching 7-1.
Kunlavut closed to 7-4 but
Axelsen won the next
nine points.

He stiffened a little in
the second game, which
went back and forth to 11-
11, then Axelsen read

Kunlavut’s game
plan and pulled

away, winning
on his fifth

match point.
Victory redeemed
Axelsen after he fell in
the first round of the
worlds last December, just
months after winning the
Tokyo Olympics gold
medal. Kunlavut, a three-
time world junior cham-
pion, was the first Thai
man to reach the final.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2299  ((PPTTII)):: A 13-
member Indian elite men’s
boxing team, led by Asian
Championships silver medal-
lists Deepak Kumar Bhoria
(51kg) and Kavinder Singh
Bisht (57kg), will undergo a 10-
day training camp-cum-com-
petition tour of Iran starting on
Sunday. The Boxing Federation
of India (BFI) has arranged the
camp for the country’s elite
men pugilists, which also
includes Thailand Open gold
medallist Govind Kumar Sahani
(48kg), Ananta Chopade
(54kg), Md Etash Khan (60kg),
Sachin (67kg), Amit Kumar
(71kg), Naveen Boora (75kg),
Arshdeep (80kg), Lakshya
Chahar (86kg), Naveen Kumar
(92kg) and Tokyo Olympics
quarter-finalist Satish Kumar
(92+kg). Deepak is the reign-
ing national champion in the

51kg category. He is also an
Asian Championship silver
medallist. The eight Indian
men boxers who participated
at the recent Birmingham
Commonwealth Games are not
part of this camp. Their full-
fledged training will resume in
first week of September. The
13 boxers and four support
staff have already reached Iran
and will be starting their camp
from Sunday.

The training camp has been
organised by BFI as part of its
plan to give maximum interna-
tional exposure and give them
equal opportunities to get
selected for major internation-
al events. BFI wants high stan-
dards for the elite boxers and
providing such exposure trips
will strengthen the reserve
pool in each weight category, a
BFI release said.

‘Thinking about the game while
bowling as important as skills’

Hardik felt a sense of achievement after life came full circle for himLanka eyeing much improved
batting show against Bangladesh

Kyrgios would consider 1st-round
US Open loss a win for him

Pro Boxing: Super
Featherweight boxer Md Azahar
crowned WBC India champion

Axelsen, Yamaguchi win 
2nd badminton world titles

PSG drops points after 1-1 draw with Monaco
 Marseille wins

13-member Indian 
elite men’s boxing team

starts training in Iran

‘Centre ‘trampling’ 
country under inflation’

Lucknow, Aug 29 (PTI): 

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment is "trampling"
the country under infla-
tion and its record in the
last eight years exposes
this truth, the Congress
claimed on Monday.

The party's national
spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate said Prime
Minister Modi "used to
make tall claims" on con-
trolling price rise while
his party was in the oppo-
sition. But now he has
"crushed people under the
burden of inflation".

"Now, unemployment is
at the highest in 45 years
and income has de-
creased. The country is

being trampled under in-
flation and the Modi gov-
ernment's record in the
last eight years exposes
this truth," she said.
Shrinate said, "Inflation is
not limited to petrol and
diesel. Prices of flour,

pulses, rice, milk, curd
and lassi have increased
manifold. The prime min-
ister imposed GST on
these items and, like every
time, when he got caught
he blamed the states."

Modi publicised the
Ujjwala scheme to get
votes in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. But soon
after the election, he "abol-
ished" the subsidy on
cooking gas. The prime
minister "betrayed the
people for their votes", the
Congress spokesperson
said. She alleged that the
"directionless policies of
the Modi government
have brought the unem-
ployment situation to a
disastrous turn".

K’taka eyes USD 6 billion investment 
in aerospace & defence sector 

Bengaluru, Aug 29 (PTI): 

The Karnataka
government has
come out with a
new Aerospace and
Defence policy with
a package of incen-
tives and conces-
sions aimed at at-

tracting investment to
the tune of Rs 45,000
crore (USD six billion) in
five years. The policy
2022-2027 also has an ob-
jective to create addition-
al 60,000 jobs (direct and
indirect) during this five-
year period.

The package includes
certain investment pro-
motion subsidy, and ex-
emption from stamp duty
and concessional regis-
tration charges, accord-
ing to a government
order issued on August
26.

Karnataka has been a
leader in aerospace & de-

fence industry due to the
presence of a strong
ecosystem.

"As much as 25 per cent
of India's aircraft and
spacecraft industry is
based in Karnataka,
where 67 per cent of all
aircraft and helicopters
manufacturing for
Defence services is done,"
say Commerce and
Industries Department
officials. The State con-
tributes to 65 per cent of
the country's aerospace-
related exports, they say.

Karnataka has signifi-
cant potential to further
grow as a leading state in
the sector due to several
advantages including ex-
pertise in aerospace with
more than 2,000 SMEs
and the presence of 70
per cent of India's suppli-
er base which execute
niche sub-contracting
work for defence PSUs.

Bengaluru, being

recognised as the Silicon
Valley of India, has a
number of top compa-
nies in IT/ ITES and elec-
tronics hardware, many
of them being a part of
the supply chain to the
aerospace sector.

Karnataka has the
maximum number of en-
gineering graduates in
the country, with a large
number of them em-
ployed in IT, design & en-
gineering affirming ad-
vantageous positions
with reference to
skillsets.

The new policy aims to
develop Karnataka as the
aerospace & defence
manufacturing hub in-
cluding MRO and space
applications for both
Indian market and ex-
ports, and to strengthen
R&D infrastructure for
developing innovative
and cutting-edge tech-
nologies, officials said.

New Delhi, Aug 29 (PTI): 

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday tabled
a confidence motion in the
Delhi Assembly, saying it
was meant to prove that the
BJP's 'Operation Lotus'
may have been successful
in other states but it failed
here as all AAP MLAs are
"hardcore honest". He said
the BJP could not poach
any of the AAP MLAs. He
also alleged that the BJP
will try to topple the
Jharkhand government in
the next 15 days.

Kejriwal said the current
central government is the
"most corrupt" as it is "buy-
ing MLAs" by taxing the
common people, while it is
waiving loans of its billion-

aire friends.
The House was later ad-

journed for the day amid an
uproar over allegations
that Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena pres-
sured his employees to ex-
change demonetised cur-
rency notes worth Rs 1,400
crore in 2016 when he was
the chairman of the Khadi
and Village Industries
Commission.

Earlier, challenging the
BJP to buy even one AAP
MLA, Kejriwal said, "The
confidence motion is to
show that 'Operation Lotus'
could have been successful
in Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and other
states but failed in Delhi. It
is also to show that every
AAP MLA is hardcore hon-

est". He accused the BJP of
toppling governments in
Manipur, Bihar, Assam,

Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra. At some
places they even paid Rs 50

crore, he alleged. "You say
that you are against cor-
ruption but you are buying
MLAs. This is the most cor-
rupt (central) government.
You will face the curse of
the poor people," Kejriwal
said. "In 15 days, they will
try to topple the Jharkhand
government and then
petrol and diesel prices will
go up," he claimed.

The next time fuel prices
rise, people will under-
stand where the money is
going, he added. The AAP
has 62 MLAs in the 70-
member Delhi Assembly,
while the BJP has eight.
Kejriwal held the Centre re-
sponsible for price rise and
said it was due to high
taxes imposed by the cen-
tral government.

Mumbai, Aug 29 (PTI): 

Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) president
Sharad Pawar on Monday
criticised the Narendra
Modi-led central govern-
ment and claimed it did not
fulfil any of the promises
made by it. The BJP's agen-
da is to keep smaller par-
ties away from power,
Pawar further claimed
while talking to reporters
in neighbouring Thane, the
home turf of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde.

"The Union government
made several promises
since the 2014 general elec-
tions, but it never fulfilled a

single promise. The prime
minister had promise
house to every person in
the country, but the govern-
ment failed to fulfil it,

Pawar said. The NCP chief
further criticised the BJP,
claiming it uses probe
agencies to come to power
in states. In June this year,
Shinde and 39 other Shiv
Sena legislators rebelled
against the party leader-
ship, leading to the collapse
of the Uddhav Thackeray-
led government, which
comprised the Sena, NCP
and Congress. Shinde be-
came the CM on June 30
with the BJP's support.
Two senior NCP leaders -
Anil Deshmukh and
Nawab Malik - are current-
ly in jail after being arrest-
ed by the Enforcement
Directorate in different
money laundering cases.

Dehradun, Aug 29 (PTI): 

As an investigation is
still underway into re-
cruitments made by the
Uttarakhand Subordinate
Services Selection
Commission, allegations
of yet another recruit-
ment scam in the Vidhan
Sabha have rocked the
hill state's political firma-
ment.

Principal opposition
Congress has alleged
largescale irregularities
in the recruitments held
by the state assembly dur-
ing Cabinet Minister
Premchand Aggrawal's
tenure as Speaker.

The allegation is that
relatives and acquain-
tances of political leaders
were given jobs in the
state assembly during the

period. A list of 74 re-
cruitments made during
Aggrawal's tenure as
Speaker has been doing
the rounds on the inter-
net.

In apparent retaliation,
another list of 178 recruit-
ments made during the
previous tenure of senior
Congress leader Govind
Singh Kunjwal as
Speaker has also gone
viral.

Amid the ongoing alle-
gations, Aggrawal has
said no irregularities had
been committed in the re-
cruitments made during
his stint as Speaker.

"Recruitments as per
requirements were made
during my time, which is
a routine thing. All
norms were strictly fol-
lowed and no irregulari-

ties were committed.
Proper tests were held be-
fore the recruitments,"
Aggrawal, who is a cabi-
net minister now, told re-
porters soon after the
charges were levelled by
the Congress against him.

The Congress staged a
dharna outside the
Vidhan Sabha gates on
Saturday, demanding ac-
tion against those in-
volved in the alleged
scam.

Kunjwal has also made
a similar assertion, say-
ing the recruitments
made during his time
have been upheld by both
Uttarakhand High Court
and the Supreme Court.

"Those who are raising
fingers at the recruit-
ments made during my
time are guilty of con-

tempt of court," he said.
Meanwhile, Chief

Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami has said he will
ask the present Speaker,
Ritu Khanduri, to con-
duct a probe into the alle-
gations of irregularities
in all recruitments, no
matter during whose
tenure they were commit-
ted.

"The Vidhan Sabha is
our constitutional body. I
would request the
Speaker of the Assembly
to investigate the allega-
tions of any irregulari-
ties in the recruitment,
no matter during whose
tenure they were commit-
ted," Dhami told re-
porters here on Sunday.

"We are in favour of in-
vestigations in any insti-
tution where there has

been irregularity in re-
cruitment and the state
government will fully co-
operate in it, he said.

Asked about the devel-
opment in probe against
the UKSSSC, the chief
minister said he has
handed over its investiga-
tion to a Special Task
Force (STF), which has so
far arrested 25 accused
and put them behind
bars.

Those found guilty,
however powerful they
may be, will not be
spared, Dhami said.

"It is a question related
to the future of our sons
and daughters. We are
making a foolproof plan
so that no one can even
think of repeating this
type of crime in future,"
he said.

Noida, Aug 29 (PTI): 

About 75 per cent resi-
dents of ATS Village and
nearly half of Emerald
Court returned home by
Monday afternoon, a day
after the demolition of
Supertech's illegal twin
towers barely some metres
away from the two soci-
eties.

A huge mound of debris
comprising top three
floors of Ceyane toppled
during demolition had fell
into the ATS Village com-
pound, damaging a nine
metre wall patch.

Mayur Mehta, project
manager for Edifice
Engineering, said, "this

particular piece of debris
fell inside the range that
had already been marked
by the demolition team
had in its calculation. The
damage to the wall was al-
ready factored in."

The presidents of resi-
dents' associations of both
societies told PTI that
there has been no case of
health issue related to
post-demolition effects
among residents of either
societies yet.

Around 5,000 residents
of the two societies, clos-
est to the twin towers Apex
(32 storeys) and Ceyane (29
storeys), were evacuated
on Sunday ahead of the
2.30 pm explosion that

brought down the towers
in just 12 seconds along
with thousands of tonnes
of debris and clouds of
dust that spread in the
nearby areas.

The residents also ex-
pressed happiness and re-
lief over the illegal struc-
tures finally going away,
even as concerns re-
mained about the clear-
ance of dust and debris.

UBS Teotia, 82, presi-
dent of Emerald Court res-
idents group said, "There
has been no health related
issue to anyone in
Emerald Court so far.
Neither among children,
nor even among elders."

Gaurav Mehrotra of

Emerald Court said
around half of residents
of his society had re-
turned by Monday after-
noon.

Naresh Keswani said,
"the return process is
gradual and hassle-free.
Some people who had
stayed in nearby locations
returned last night only,
some who had put up in
hotels came after 11 am
and 12, close to hotels'
check out time."

Both Mehrotra and
Keswani are members of
Emerald Court's special
task force which was
formed for smooth evacua-
tion of residents prior to
the Sunday demolition.
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Supriya Shrinate 

Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) President
Sharad Pawar addresses a
press conference after a
workers rally, in Thane,
Monday.
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Artisans give final touches to idols of Lord Ganesha ahead of the upcoming festival of Ganesh Chaturthi, in
Karad, Monday.

FINAL TOUCHES

Rescue and relief work underway after a landslide at Kudayathoor in Idukki district, Monday. 

RELIEF WORK

Demolition Of Noida Twin Towers

Around 100 families 
return to apartments

Another recruitment ‘scam’ rocks U’khand‘No promises fulfilled 
by Modi govt’

Govt To FM Channels

‘Publicise free
COVID booster
dose campaign’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2299  ((PPTTII))::
Government has asked private
FM radio stations to publicise the
free booster shots of COVID-19
vaccines offered to all adults as
part of the celebrations to mark
the 75th anniversary of
Independence. It had launched a
75-day special campaign from
July 15 to September 30 under
the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav to
provide booster shots of COVID-
19 vaccines to all the eligible pop-
ulation at all government centres.
In an advisory to private FM sta-
tions, the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting also asked
them to broadcast messages
about the need to get booster
shots. It is advised that all the pri-
vate FM Radio channels may
broadcast messages and other
content to inform people about
the facility for free booster shots
at government centers and also
the crucial need to get booster
shots of vaccination, adherence
to Covid appropriate behaviour
and exercise due precaution, the
I&B Ministry advisory said.
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Kejriwal tables confidence motion in assembly
Says BJP’s ‘Operation Lotus’ failed in Delhi

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and his deputy Manish Sisodia
arrive at the State Assembly amid a protest by the BJP, in
New Delhi, Monday,


