
Mishap
GGuurruuggrraamm::  A 15-year-old
boy died under suspi-
cious circumstances
here on Friday after
falling off the seventh
floor of a building where
he lived, police said.
According to police, it
was still unclear whether
the Class 10 student,
resident of Sector 45,
fell accidently or died by
suicide by jumping 
from the common bal-
cony on the floor.

Arrested
GGuurruuggrraamm:: hree bounc-
ers were produced in a
city court and sent to
judicial custody in con-
nection with the assault
on a couple at a toll
plaza here, police said
on Friday. A couple was
allegedly beaten up by
the bouncers at Ghamroj
toll plaza on Gurugram-
Sohna road on 
Tuesday afternoon.

Seized 
BBaannkkuurraa:: Sixteen people
were arrested and 52 mt
of illegally mined coal
seized in West Bengal’s
Bankura district, police
said on Friday. Acting on
a tip-off, Monohar vil-
lage in Barjora police
station area was raided
around on Thursday,
they said. In the raid,
heaps of illegally mined
coal from Barjora North
coal mine, totalling
around 52 mt, were
found in the 
village, they added.

Booked
GGoonnddaa:: A man here was
booked for allegedly
raping a middle-aged
woman on the pretext
of marriage, police said
on Friday. The woman
in her complaint
alleged that the
accused had been rap-
ing her for the last
three years with a
promise of marriage
and threatened to kill
her when she pres-
surised him for mar-
riage, Station House
Officer (Nawabganj) Tej
Pratap Singh said.

Watery grave
JJaaiippuurr:: Two youths
drowned in a pond in
Rajasthan’s Sawai
Madhopur district on
Friday during a picnic,
police said. Adil
Mohammad, 22, and
Mohammad Tariq, 23,
both residents of Jaipur,
had gone to
Ranthambore for a pic-
nic with their friends,
Circle Officer (City)
Rajveer Singh said.

PARLIAMENT MUSEUM

Visitors at the Parliament Museum located in Parliament library building, in New Delhi, Friday.
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BRIEF

Former president Ram Nath
Kovind presents a memento

to a religious leader 
during the Ashirwad

Samaroh at Vigyan Bhawan,
in New Delhi, Friday. 
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Chennai, Jul 29 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said the ruling NDA has
changed the notion that a
strong government means
it should control every-
thing and everyone and
hailed the spree of sec-
toral reforms, insisting it
has opened up new av-
enues and given the much
required infra push.

A strong government
does not control every-
thing or everyone. It con-
trols the system’s impulse
to interfere. It is one that is
not restrictive but respon-
sive, he said in his address
at the 42nd Convocation of
Anna University, Tamil
Nadu’s premier technical
varsity. “A strong govern-
ment does not move into
every domain. It limits it-
self and makes space for
people’s talents. A strong
government’s strength re-
lies in its humility to ac-
cept that it cannot know or
do everything. This is why

you see reforms in every
sphere that make greater
space for the people and
freedom”, he said.

“The scrapping of near-
ly 25,000 compliances is
boosting ease of living.
Removal of angel tax, re-
moval of retrospective tax
and reduction of corpo-
rate tax are encouraging
investments and indus-
try,” he said.

The reforms in drones,
space and geo-spatial sec-
tors are opening up new
avenues while those in the

infrastructure sector
through the Prime
Minister Gati Shakti
Master Plan are creating
world-class infrastructure
at “speed” and “scale”, he
said. “There is taste for
technology, trust in risk-
takers and temperament
for reform. All these fac-
tors are creating a plat-
form for you where oppor-
tunities are created, sus-
tained and grown”, he
said. Terming the COVID-
19 pandemic as ‘unprece-
dented’ and once in a cen-

tury crisis, he said the
country faced it confident-
ly due to its scientists and
common people. The pan-
demic “tested” every coun-
try, he noted. “India faced
the unknown confidently,
thanks to its scientists,
health care workers, pro-
fessionals and common
people. As a result, today
every sector in India is
bursting with new life,
whether it is industry, in-
novation, investment or
international trade. India
is at the forefront” he said.

Mungeli, Jul 29: A popu-
lar folk singer has been ar-
rested in Mungeli for al-
legedly killing a man who
had some time earlier
taken blame for a crime on
behalf of the former in re-
turn for money and a mo-
torcycle, a police official
said. The official said a
man was found severely
injured at Dharampura
village on national high-
way 130 under Jarhagaon
police station limits on
July 22 and he died on ad-
mission to a nearby hospi-
tal. “A probe identified the
man as Rajkumar Parte
(35). We found he was beat-
en up on July 20 and left
for dead along the high-
way. On Thursday, we ar-
rested folk singer Gofelal
Gendle (43) for the crime,”
he said. “It was found that
Gendle had bought a
stolen tractor trolley some
time ago. He convinced
Parte to take the blame in

return for money and a
motorcycle. Parte under-
went a jail sentence and
approached Gendle for the
money and motorcycle on
his release,” he said.

Not wanting to pay him,
Gendle and an associate
took Parte to Dharampura
area on July 20, plied him
with liquor and beat him
up severely, the official
said.

SSuukkmmaa,,  JJuull  2299::  

A Naxal, carrying a reward
of Rs 5 lakh on his head, was
killed in an encounter with
security forces in Sukma dis-
trict on Friday, police said. The
gunfight took place this morn-
ing in a forest near Bindrapani
village when a team of the
District Reserve Guard (DRG)
from neighbouring Dantewada
district was out on an anti-
Naxal operation along the
inter-district border, Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
Range) Sundarraj P told PTI.
During the operation, the face-
off between security forces
and some Naxals occurred
twice. The body of the Naxal
was recovered following the
second one, he said. Acting on
specific inputs, the patrol team
had launched the operation on

Thursday night in forest along
the inter-district border during
which an exchange of fire
broke out between the two
sides in forest that falls in
Dantewada, he said. However,
after a brief encounter the
ultras escaped even as the
security forces continued
searching the area, he said.

“This morning again a gun-
battle started, in which the
ultra identified as Rakesh
Madkam, who was active as
Katekalyan area committee
member of Maoists, was
killed,” the IG said, adding that
a weapon and other Maoist-
related material was recovered
from the spot. As many as
eight cases related to Maoist
incidents were registered
against Madkam, who was car-
rying a reward of Rs 5 lakh on
his head, he said.

Ambikapur, Jul 29: 

A moderate earthquake
of 4.6 magnitude hit some
parts of Korea district in
north Chhattisgarh in the
wee hours of Friday, offi-
cials said.

Two employees of
South Eastern Coalfields
Limited (SECL) suffered
minor injuries when they
fell while trying to move
to safety on sensing the
tremor inside an under-
ground coal mine in the
district.

This is for the second
time this month that the
district has reported
earthquake of above-4
magnitude. On July 11, a
4.3 magnitude earthquake
had hit the same area in
the district.

“A 4.6-magnitude earth-
quake was felt in the area
around Baikunthpur, the
headquarters of Korea
district adjoining Madhya
Pradesh, at around 12.56
am. The epicentre of the
quake was 16 km deep
from the surface of the
earth,” a government offi-
cial here said.

It was a moderate cate-
gory earthquake that did
not cause any major de-
struction, he said, adding
that it could, however, re-
sult in damage to kutcha
(mud) houses.

Korea Collector
Kuldeep Sharma said
minor tremors were felt in
the area and so far no loss
of property or lives was
reported from the after-
shocks.

Local officials have been
instructed to carefully
monitor the situation and
report if damage has been
caused, he said.

As per the preliminary
report, two employees of
SECL who were inside its
Charcha underground
coal mines suffered minor
injuries when they fell
down while trying to come
out after sensing the
tremors, the collector
said.

An SECL official said
the two injured employees
were shifted to a local hos-
pital, from where they
were referred to a private
hospital in Bilaspur dis-
trict for further treatment.

Their condition was
stated to be out of danger,
he added.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2299  ((PPTTII))::

The Central Vigilance
Commission on Friday asked all
government departments and
public sector banks to keep it
and CBI informed about pend-
ing cases seeking sanction for
prosecution of corrupt offi-
cials. Citing Supreme Court
directions and the guidelines
prescribed by the Department
of Personnel and Training
(DoPT), the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) said the
competent authorities are
required to decide on the
requests for grant of sanction
for prosecution within a period
of three months. For cases
requiring legal consultation,
the period may, for reasons to
be recorded in writing, be
extended by a further period of

one month, it said in an order.
“It has been noticed that after
the advice of the commission,
the competent authority con-
cerned sometimes sends the
matter either to their adminis-
trative ministry or DoPT for a
final decision, without intima-
tion to CVC or CBI,” the probity
watchdog said. To keep the
CVC and CBI informed of the
stage in which the case is
pending, all competent author-
ities are required to mark a
copy to CVC and CBI of their
communications with DoPT/
CVC/CBI/ administrative min-
istry on such cases, the com-
mission said in the order. The
order has been issued to chief
vigilance officers of central
government departments and
public sector banks among oth-
ers.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

A Delhi Court on
Friday convicted former
Coal Secretary H C Gupta
and former joint-
Secretary in the Ministry
of Coal (MoC), K S
Kropha, for criminal con-
spiracy, cheating, and cor-
ruption in a coal scam
case related to the irregu-
larities in allocation of
Lohara East coal block in
Maharashtra.

Special Judge Arun
Bhardwaj also convicted
Grace Industries Ltd.
(GIL) and its Director
Mukesh Gupta for crimi-
nal conspiracy and cheat-
ing, and posted the matter
for August 4, when the
court will hear argu-
ments on the quantum of

sentence to be awarded to
four convicts.

Gupta was earlier con-
victed in three other coal
scam cases and his appeal
against those convictions
is pending before Delhi
High Court. He is cur-
rently on bail.

According to the CBI,
between 2005 and 2011,
the accused persons
hatched a criminal con-
spiracy and cheated MoC,
and the Government of
India by dishonestly and
fraudulently inducing the
MoC to allocate ‘Lohara
East Coal Block’ in favour
of GIL based on false in-
formation about net
worth, capacity, equip-
ment, and status of pro-
curement and installation
of the plant.

CBI also stated that the
company, in its applica-
tion, claimed its net
worth as Rs 120 crore
whereas its networth was
only Rs 3.3 crore and that
the company also falsified
its existing capacity as
1,20,000 TPA against
30,000 TPA.

The Supreme Court on
August 25, 2014, cancelled
the entire allocations of
coal blocks.

Today’s order was the
11th conviction in the
coal scam cases secured
by the prosecution.

The trial of the case
was conducted by senior
advocate R S Cheema,
Deputy Legal Advisor of
CBI, Sanjay Kumar, and
senior public prosecutor
A P Singh.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury on
Friday tendered a writ-
ten apology to President
Droupadi Murmu for his
‘rashtrapatni’ remark, a
day after a political
storm erupted over it.

In his letter to the
President, he said he
mistakenly used an in-
correct word for her and
it was a slip of tongue.

“I am writing to ex-
press my regret for hav-
ing mistakenly used an
incorrect word to de-
scribe the position you
hold. \

I assure you that it
was a slip of the tongue.
I apologise and request
you to accept the same,”
Chowdhury said in his

letter to the President.
While talking to re-
porters during a protest
at Vijay chowk on
Wednesday, Chowdhury
had used the word ‘rash-
trapatni” for President
Murmu, that created a
major political row with
the ruling BJP raising
the issue in Parliament,
demanding an apology
from him and Congress
President Sonia Gandhi.

With the BJP launch-
ing a massive offensive
against him and Gandhi,
Chowdhury said he had
sought time from
President Murmu and
he would apologise to
her personally and not

to “pakhandis” (hyp-
ocrites) of the BJP.
However, it was not clear
whether the President
had given him time.

Proceedings in both
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha have been dis-
rupted for the second
day in a row over the re-
mark and BJP leaders
have been saying that
Chowdhury would have
to apologise.

The row also led to a
face-off in Lok Sabha be-
tween Gandhi and
Union minister Smriti
Irani following which
the Congress leaders ac-
cused BJP MPs includ-
ing Irani of subjecting
its chief to “brutal heck-
ling, verbal assault and
physical intimidation”
in the lower house.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

About 91 per cent or Rs
113.791 crore of the total
donations received by re-
gional political parties in
the country have gone to
five entities, according to
poll rights body
Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR).

A report prepared by
the ADR focuses on the
donations declared by the
regional parties during
the financial year 2020-21
to the Election
Commission of India
(ECI). The top five region-
al parties in terms of do-
nations declared are the

Janata Dal (United), the
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) and the
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS).

The report said 91.38
per cent or Rs 113.791
crore of the total dona-
tions received by the re-
gional parties have filled
the coffers of these five
parties. While the JD(U),
the DMK and the TRS
have declared an increase
in their donations, the
AAP and the IUML have
reported a decrease in the
donations as compared to
FY 2019-20.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

The Centre has decided
to reduce resolution time
of public grievances,
raised on a dedicated por-
tal, to a maximum of 30
days from the existing 45
days.

Besides, it has been de-
cided that a complaint re-
ceived from a citizen will
not be closed until an ap-
peal filed against it is dis-
posed of.

The disposed grievance
will be treated as closed
unless the citizen has filed
the appeal. If the appeal is
received from the citizen
against the disposed griev-
ance, the grievance will be

treated as closed only after
disposal of appeal, said an
order issued by the
Department of
Administrative Reforms
and Public Grievances
(DARPG).

DARPG, which is under
the Union Ministry of
Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions,
said it has undertaken a
comprehensive reform of
the Centralised Public
Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System (CP-
GRAMS) - an online portal
that allows people to raise
complaint against govern-
ment bodies — to make it
more responsive to the
needs of the citizens.

Govt cuts public grievances
resolution time to 30 days

To prioritise hearing urgent complaints

Adhir tenders written apology to Prez Murmu
 Says it was 

‘slip of tongue’

ADR STUDY

Five regional parties
receive 91% donations

COAL SCAM

Court convicts former Coal Secy, others

CVC TO GOVT DEPTS, BANKS 

‘Keep CBI informed on pending
sanction for prosecution cases’

4.6 magnitude quake hits Korea district
Two suffer minor injuries, no major damage reported

Naxal with Rs 5 lakh
bounty killed in encounter

Folk singer held 
for killing man

 Victim had taken

blame for his crime

some months earlier

About the incident

It was found that folk
singer Gofelal Gendle had
bought a stolen tractor trol-
ley some time ago. He con-
vinced Parte to take the
blame in return for money
and a motorcycle. Parte
underwent a jail sentence
and approached Gendle for
the money and motorcycle
on his release. Not wanting
to pay him, Gendle and an
associate took Parte to
Dharampura area on July
20, plied him with liquor
and beat him up severely
and threw him along the
national highway.

PM AT ANNA VARSITY CONVOCATION

‘Reforms opened up new avenues’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi awards a degree to a student during the 42nd
Convocation of Anna University, in Chennai, Friday.

‘India shapes
global financial
sector trends’

GGaannddhhiinnaaggaarr:: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday said
India is now in company of
select countries like the United
States, the United Kingdom and
Singapore where new trends in
the global financial sector are
shaped. He said after independ-
ence India limited itself within
its boundaries due to low self-
confidence and “slavery” of
hundreds of years, but now
things are changing and the
country is rapidly integrating
itself with global markets. Modi
was speaking at a function
organized at the Gujarat
International Finance Tec (GIFT)
City near Gandhinagar after the
laying foundation stone for the
International Financial Services
Centres Authority (IFSCA) and
inaugurating the India
International Bullion Exchange
(IIBX) and NSC (National Stock
Exchange) IFSC (International
Financial Service Centre) and
SGX (Singapore Exchange Ltd)
Connect platform.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2299:: St. Thomas
College, Kailash Nagar- a sister
institution of St Thomas
College, Ruabandha whichwon
best college award- has been
newly opened in Industrial
Estate, Bhilai. The happy news
ofthe opening of the new col-
lege has been enthusiastically
received by the students and
parents of thelocality which is
well depicted in the queries
from the student community
and their parents.
Theadmissions are open for the
academic year 2022-23. 

St Thomas College, Kailash
Nagar is thelatest entrant to the
MGM Group of institutions pio-
neered and nurtured by HG Dr
StephanosMar Theodosius of
Blessed Memory. This is the
oldest and premier education
society in the cityof Bhilai and
runs 35 institutions of learning
including 4 higher educational
institutions. The college has
been established under the

aegis of the St. Thomas
Orthodox Syrian Church
Mission, Mission of the
Malankara Orthodox Church
and is under the stewardship of
Chairman of the College, His
Grace Dr Joseph Mar Dionysius,
Metropolitan of the Calcutta
Diocese. 

This mission sincerely serves
the cause of education and edu-
cational needs of the common
man in this truly Cosmopolitan
city. St Thomas College, Kailash
Nagar currently offers BCom,
BCA, BBA, and BSc. The college
plans to launch PG and research

programmes in the coming
years. The aim of the institution
is to be recognized as a premier
educational institution in the re-
gion, that provides quality aca-
demic environment that would
certainly help students to devel-
op and excel in academic as
well as non-academic skills. 

The salubrious environment
coupled with attractive infra-
structure of the College is sure
to stimulate the passion for ex-
cellence not only in students,
but also in staff. The College is
Wi-Fi enabled and has well -
equipped seminar and multi-

purpose halls. The College
takes pride in providing a clean,
safe and green campus with all
the state-of- the-art facilities. It
provides separate hostel facility
for girls and boys in its vast
campus. Students can also take
advantage of the health centre,
central library, canteen, well
equipped gym, ATM and stu-
dent store. 

The college also provides ex-
clusive well-maintained
grounds for Tennis, Badminton,
Volley Ball, Foot Ball, Hockey
and Cricket and an Indoor
Games Complex for ardent
sports enthusiasts. The college
has been approved by the
Department of Higher
Education, CG Govt and is affili-
ated to Hemchand Yadav
Vishwavidhyalaya, Durg. More
details about the college can be
obtained from
https://www.stcbhilai.in/ .
Students seeking. admission
may contact on 9039669887,
6261053548 or by Mail to stcb-
hilai2022@gmail.com.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 29: DAV ISPAT
Public School Sector-2
held the Investiture
Ceremony of its newly
formed Students' Council
for the session 2022-2023 . A
Special Assembly was
called on by the CCA de-
partment of the school to
celebrate the festival of
Hareli as well as witness
the Investiture Ceremony
of the school.

The assembly began
with the routine recitation
of the Gayatri Mantra and
the prayer song, followed
by the Thought of the Day,
Pledge for the nation.
Thereafter the
Headmistress of the
school, Priyanka Shukla,
was escorted by the mem-
bers of the students coun-
cil session 2022-2023, to the
dais with full dignity and
respect. Students of the
middle wing presented
some facts related to

Hareli before the
Assembly while two oth-
ers gave information re-
garding the significance of
the festival in our state.
The dance performance by
Priyanshi Yadav caught
everybody's attention as
she gave a beautiful ex-
pression to the Raj Geet of
the state " Arpapairi ki
dhaar..." through her
dance. Thereafter, the offi-
cial declaration of the
Students Council
Members was done by the
Headmistress of the
school. The school flag was
handed over to the School
Head Boy by the Sports

faculty Buddhiprada on
stage. The Members stood
in a single alignment on
stage ready to take the
oath. They pledgedthat
they would devote them-
selves fully for the well-
being and upliftment of
the school under the abled
guidance of their mentors
and Head of the school.
The school's Students
Council is as follows: P
Ajay Kumar ( Head Boy ),
SandaliDader (Head Girl),
Rajshikhar (Vice Head
Boy) Samiksha Sharma (
Vice Head Girl ), Suyash
Kr Shukla (Discipline
Secretary Boy),

MenkaRajbhar (
Discipline Secretary
G i r l ) ,
DomendraBhuarya
(Sports Secretary
Boy), Laxmi Sao
(Sports Secretary Girl
), Aditya Kumar (
Literary Secretary
Boy), Anmol Rajput
(Literary Secretary

Girl), Sameer Rangari (
Cultural Secretary Boy ),
Kirti Bala Rajput
(Cultural Secretary Girl).
The Head Boy and Head
Girl in their message to
the fellow mates spoke
about the sincerity and
dedication with which
they would serve the
school whenever needed.
The Headmistress,
Priyanka Shukla, congrat-
ulated the members and
also to the respective
house captains who also
have to should all the re-
sponsibilities with full sin-
cerity and dignity towards
the school.
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Bhilai, Jul 29: Executives
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
who are retiring in July
2022 were accorded a
warm farewell by the BSP
management on July 28,
2022. The farewell function
was organised in Director
I/c Conference hall.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c(BSP) appre-
ciated the work done by
them and conveyed his
best wishes to them for
their future. All the retir-
ing Executives shared
their experiences of
working with SAIL-BSP
during the farewell func-
tion.

19 Executives retiring
in July 2022 include SN
Abidi, CGM I/c
(Services), Ashok Kumar,
GM (Workshop), Navin
Prakash Singh, GM (SP 2),

Subir Kumar Daripa, GM
(PR), Gulab Shukla, GM
(Projects), Dr AL
Benjamin, ACMO(M &
HS), Dr Ashok Kumar,
ACMO(M & HS),
Ravindra Kumar Dodke,
DGM(CED), KC Agrawal,
DGM(SED), Shashi
Kumar Sihare,
AGM(Power Sys), Alok
Kumar Mitra, AGM (Plate
Mill), HL Chandrakar,
AGM(CO CCD), Ashok
Kumar Chandrakar,
AGM(Mines), Prakash

Narayan Pathak, AGM
(Nandini), TaranathSahu,
Senior Manager (SMS 2),
Alka Rani Sharma,
Principal (Education),
Manjit Singh, SM (Mines),
Mercy Johnson, SM
(Pers.) and Manoj Kumar
Verma, Mgr (SMS 2).

Earlier, 116 Non-
Executives were accorded
a farewell at Bhilai Niwas
on June 27, 2022. SK
Ghoshal, CGM (SMS 2)
was the Chief Guest on
the occasion.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 29: A one-day
training programme for
enhancing road and work
safety while working with
Mobile cranes was organ-
ised at SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant on July 28, 2022.

The training pro-
gramme was inaugurated
by ED (MM) AK Bhatta, at
HRDD training hall on
July 28, 2022, in the au-
gust presence of SK
Gajbhiye, CGM (Mech),
Sanjay Dhar, CGM
(HRD&BE) and GP Singh
Acting CGM Safety and
Fire services.

The dignitaries present
expressed the urgent need
for vigilant and safe work-
ing by operators and
praised the initiative. QR
code for easy access of
Dos and Don'ts for mobile
cranes, applicable specifi-

cally to Bhilai Steel Plant,
was also unveiled on the
occasion by AK Bhatta,
ED (MM). The QR code
will be pasted in cabins of
all Mobile cranes/ fowlers
working in Bhilai steel
plant.

Mobile cranes are in
use in steel plant working
for various material han-
dling activities. These
cranes handle heavy load,

move from one location to
other as per material han-
dling needs.

To ensure safety and en-
hance awareness on cor-
rect operating practices
for mobile cranes, the
need for such a pro-
gramme was felt by AK
Bhatta, ED (MM), Head of
Rail and Road Cross func-
tional team during discus-
sion in CFT meetings.

Accordingly, one day
training programme on
Mobile cranes has been
designed by Plant garage
under the leadership of
RB Gaharwar, GM(Plant
Garage). Hands on practi-
cal training on Dos and
Don'ts was also included
in the training module for
effective understanding of
mandatory safety proce-
dures by Operators.

The training pro-
gramme has benefitted 22
operators consisting of
regular as well as contrac-
tor employees involved in
operation of mobile
cranes. More such pro-
grammes are being
planned in the near future
with an aim to cover all
the operators working
with mobile cranes in
Bhilai Steel  Plant.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2299::  The Grand Finale
of SAKSHAM & SAMARTH
SAIL level Management and
Business Quiz (MBQ)  was held
on Friday at HRD Centre, Bhilai
Steel Plant. The team from
Bhilai Steel Plant comprising of
Umesh Malayath, SM (CAS &
CWP) and Nivesh Vijayan, Mgr
(Pers) bagged the 1st position
in SAKSHAM SAIL level
Quiz.The team from Durgapur
Steel Plant consisting of Biraj
Kundu, AGM(DSP) and Ravi
Shankar, AGM(DSP) were the
1st Runners up while P Mitra,
GM (DSP)  and Anand Kumar,
Manager (DSP) were the 2nd
Runners up.

KK Singh, ED I/c( P&A) was
the Chief Guest at  the Prize

Distribution Ceremony.Singh
said that these events are help-
ful in enriching their knowledge
and awareness related to the
Business arena.  The SAKSHAM
Quiz for Executives was con-
ducted by Ajay Poonia (External
Quiz master) while SAMARTH
Quiz for Non-Executives was
conducted by Umesh Malayath,
Senior Manager (CAS & CWP)
and Aiman Ali, Manager (EMD)

as Quizmaster. The team from
Bhilai Steel Plant comprising of
Priyanka Raj Gupta and Priyanka
Madhuri Sahu, both OCTs from
SMS 2 bagged the 1st position in
SAMARTH SAIL level Quiz.
Shivendra Kumar and Priyank
Raj from BSL were 1st Runners
up while KrishnenduKarmakar
and Bubai Mukherjee from ASP
were the 2nd Runners up in
SAMARTH Quiz. 
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Bhilai, Jul 29: The coun-
selling process for admis-
sions in Post Graduate
Courses (MD / MS) is
going to commence in the
state in a couple of days,
but the fees for private
colleges are yet to be fixed
for the current academic
session. The private med-
ical colleges of the state
had received permission
to conduct PG courses in
clinical subjects in the ac-
ademic session 2021-22.

In the absence of fee
fixation in the state, the
private medical colleges
had charged the fees at
par with the fee structure
of Datta Meghe Institute
of Medical Sciences,
Wardha (Maharashtra). It

needs to be mentioned
here that the tuition fees
of private institutes helps
the students decide their
college options if they fail
to get a government seat.
Due to the delay in fee fix-
ation, the students of the
state are puzzled.

There are seven govern-
ment colleges and three
private medical colleges
in Chhattisgarh state.
The Department of Skills
Development Technical
Education and
Employment of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government had consti-
tuted an Admission and
Fees Regulatory
Committee in the month
of June this year. The
committee is chaired by
Retired District Judge

Prabhat Kumar Shastri.
In another develop-

ment, the National
Medical Commission
(NMC) to make medical
education more accessi-
ble in India has asked the
private colleges to keep
fees for 50 percent of their
seats at par with that of
the government medical
colleges of the particular
state. The guidelines are
to be mandatorily imple-
mented by the fee fixation
committee of each state
for their respective med-
ical colleges.

The benefit of this fee
structure would first be
made available to those
candidates who have
availed the government
quota seats. If the govern-
ment quota seats are less

than 50 percent of the
total sanctioned seats, the
remaining candidates
would avail the benefit on
merit basis.

Some of the students
seeking admissions in
Post Graduate Courses in
General Medicine,
Orthopaedics and
Dermatology stated that
the fees structure of pri-
vate medical colleges in
Chhattisgarh is higher
than the neighbouring
states. If they fail to get
admission in government
colleges, they will have to
seek admission in col-
leges of other states.

They added that the
process of counselling is
also very complicated.
The students and their
parents added that the

fees fixation of seats at
Private Medical Colleges
is the need of the hour as
it would help them to
choose options for admis-
sion.

The students added
that there is very tough
competition for admis-
sion in PG Courses as
even a single mark makes
a great difference. Many
of the meritorious stu-
dents are unable to pay
the fees of private col-
leges.

In such a situation, the
students who have scored
lower marks get admis-
sion in private colleges if
their families can afford
the fees. Such a situation
puts a big question mark
on the standard of med-
ical education.

RSR-RCET bags project of
‘Mission Amrit Sarovar’
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Bhilai, Jul 29: RSR-
Rungta College of
Engineering &
Technology (RSR-RCET)
run under aegisof Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions has received a
project of 'Mission
A m r i t S a r o v a r - J a l
DharoharSanrakshan'
which has been launched
by Ministry ofHousing
and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA).

Under this project
'Bapu Sarovar Pond' has-
been allocated to the insti-
tute. A team of 15 stu-
dents along with one

I n s t i t u t e N o d a l
Officer(INO) Pradeep
Kumar Nirmal has been
formed in this project.

The Government of
India has launched
Mission Amrit Sarovar -
Jal DharoharSanrakshan
keeping in mind the vi-
sion of Prime Minister to
protecttraditional water
bodies for ensuring water
security of cities by in-
volving youthand the
community.

MoHUA has mapped a
few culturally and histori-
cally significant water
bodiessuggested by the
states and proposes to tag
them with the nearby ma-

joreducational institutes.
In this series RSR-RCET
has been linked with
BapuSarovar. The stu-
dents of the college will
visit the water body to
document history,analy-
ses of water, survey of
surrounding area and ac-
tion plan for rejuvenation
ofthe water body.

On this occasion,
Chairman Sanjay Rungta,
Director Saket Rungta
,GroupDirector Dr Piyush
Kant Pandey, Assistant
Director Shajid Ansari,
Principal DrPankaj
Agrawal congratulated
the students for this mar-
vellous feat.

CM describes Dau Vasudev Chandrakar
as Krishna in true sense 
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Bhilai, Jul 29: Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar is
renowned as Chanakya of
politics in the state. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
termed him as Krishna in
true sense of Chhattisgarh
Maati. He added that Lord
Krishna is also known as
Vasudev. CM unveiled a

life size statue of his politi-
cal mentor - Dau Vasudev
Chandrakar at Malviya
Nagar Square on
Thursday. In his address,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel recollected his ex-
periences and memories of
his political mentor Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar.

CM said that any chap-
ter of politics cannot be

imagined without
Vasudev Chandrakar.
Public trust was para-
mount for him, he never
used to do any work keep-
ing morals at bay, he al-
ways raised his voice in
the interest of party work-
ers, general public, labor-
ers and farmers. CM de-
scribed Dau Vasudev
Chandrakar as the guide

of his life.
On this occasion,

Laxman Chandrakar and
Pratima Chandrakar ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. Along
with this, the sculptor and
architect who made the
statue of late Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar
were honoured. Padma

Shri Nelson (Sculptor),
Shambhu Tamrakar
(Architect), Mohan Baral
(Architect) and Kishore
Shinde (Engineer) were fe-
licitated.

Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu, MLA
Arun Vora, former MLA
Pradeep Choubey, RN
Verma, Durg Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal,
Speaker Rajesh Yadav,
Abdul Gani, Corporator
Babita Yadav, Laxman
Chandrakar, Sandeep
Vora, Devesh Mishra,
Sanjay Kohle, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre, IG Badrinarayan
Meena, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve and other public
representatives and offi-
cials were present.
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Late Chandrakar was an ocean of experience; his tales will be remembered forever 

Fees yet to be fixed for private medical colleges BSP bags 1st position in ‘SAKSHAM’ 
& ‘SAMARTH’ SAIL level MBQ

Training programme organised on safe 
operating practices of Mobile cranes (Fowlers) 

Superannuating employees
accorded warm farewell

Investiture ceremony organised at DAV Ispat Public School St Thomas College now in Kailash Nagar also
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Onkar Singh elected
President of CAAA, Afsar
Khan, General Secretary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 29: Onkar
Singh has been elected
as the President of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Advertising Agency
Association (CAAA), Ad
agency’s election officer
Deepak Jain, patron
Shivaji Manthani and
Ajay Jain conducted the
election, which was sup-
ported by all the mem-
bers.

In this election, for
the post of President, all
the members unani-
mously elected Onkar
Singh as the President.
Onkar Singh, the newly
elected president of the
Advertising Agencies
Association of
Chhattisgarh, constitut-
ed a new executive body.

In this new executive,
Patron Ajay Jain,
Deepak Jain, Shivaji
Manthani, General
Secretary Afsar Khan,
Vice President Anoop
Verma, Joint Secretary
Vijay Ghosh, Treasurer
Hassan Naqvi, Public
Relations Officer
Virendra Shukla, be-
sides other members
Indira Jain, Atul Jain,
Praveen Deshlahra,
Rajiv Pathak, Rajesh
Duggad and Umesh
Banshi.

A five-member com-
mittee has also been
constituted for the
hoarding, which in-
cludes Manmohan
Parakh, Shivaji
Mathani, Ajay Jain,
Deepak Jain, and Vijay
Deshmukh.

CREDA  in association with BEE
conducts Stakeholders Meet 
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Raipur, Jul 29:
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
(CREDA) in association
with Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE) has con-
ducted Stakeholders
Meet on Chhattisgarh
Energy Conservation

Building Code (CGECBC)
on  July  29th at Raipur.

During the workshop,
Alok Katiyar, CEO,
CREDA has briefed about
the journey of energy
conservation in building
construction from an-
cient age till the present
time and also explained
about the importance of
adoption of Energy
Conservation Building
Code (ECBC) in
Chhattisgarh State.
Chief Guest, Ankit
Anand, Secretary, Dept.
of Energy, Govt. of
Chhattisgarh praised the

work carried by CREDA
in the past years and also
stated about the readi-
ness and infrastructure
development required for
compliance of CGECBC
in Chhattisgarh.

Rajeev Gyani,
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Engineer, CREDA briefed
about the work which
has been carried out
under Chhattisgarh
Energy Conservation
Building Code till date.
Ms. Meenal Anand,
Project Engineer, BEE –
New Delhi, online pre-
sented the various as-

pects of ECBC notified
by Govt. of India along
with building star label-
ing program. Ashu
Gupta, ECBC Cell
CREDA explained about
CG-ECBC rules and com-
pliance procedure while
Ms. Prima Madan, NRDC
discussed about the suc-
cessful implementation
strategy of ECBC which
has been followed and
being practiced in other
states.

Display of energy effi-
cient building materials
was also showcased dur-
ing the event. The event
was attended by officials
from SUDA, UADD, Town
and Country Planning,
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board, HUDCO, CGPHB,
CG-COST, IIM, National
Institute of Technology
(NIT), PRSU and IIT.
Rajesh Trivedi, Chief
Engineer, Dinesh
Awasthi, Chief Engineer,
B. B. Tiwari,
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Engineer and other offi-
cials from CREDA also
participated in the pro-
gram.

Collector inspects newly constructed
college in Kharora

Raipur, Jul 29: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure visited the newly
constructed college of
Kharora today. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is likely to dedicate this col-
lege building to public on
2nd August.

Collector Dr Bhure in-
structed the officers to en-
sure all arrangements in
the college before public
dedication. He inspected

various classrooms of the
college including the
venue, stage to be con-
structed, helipad, parking
lot. He instructed electrici-
ty department officers to
make arrangements for
electricity connection. PHE
department officers were
instructed to solve water
problem. The Collector told
forest department officers
to make preparations for
plantation. The College
also instructed the PWD de-
partment CMO, police de-
partment and college offi-
cers and staff to make all
necessary arrangements

for the function. The
Collector also instructed to
make arrangement of fur-
niture in the college. The
SDM was asked to coordi-
nate with the principal of
the college.

He told the principal that
from August 3, the college
should be run systematical-
ly. He discussed the securi-
ty arrangements with
Senior Superintendent of
Police Prashant Kumar
Agrawal. He discussed
with DFO Vishwesh Kumar
regarding planting of fruit-
bearing and shady trees in
the college campus.

CJI Justice Ramana to deliver convocation
address at HNLU on 31st 
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Raipur, Jul 29:
Hidayatullah National
University of Law
(HNLU) ranked 5th
among the National
Law Universities in the
country by India Today
magazine and a pre-
mier institute of the
State of Chhattisgarh is
all set to host its Fifth
on July 31st, 2022, from
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM at
Hotel Babylon Capital,
Raipur.

Justice NV Ramana,
Chief Justice of India
will be the Chief Guest
for the Convocation and
will deliver the
Convocation Address.
Bhupesh Baghel, Chief
Minister, Chhattisgarh
will grace the event as
the Guest of Honor.
Justice S Abdul Nazeer,
Judge, Supreme Court
of India and Visitor,
HNLU will preside over
the ceremony and
Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami, Chief
Justice, High Court of
Chhattisgarh and

Chancellor, HNLU will
award the Degrees.

Other notable digni-
taries include Justice
MR Shah, Judge,
Supreme Court, Justice
BV Nagarathna, Judge,
Supreme Court, Justice
Prashant Kumar
Mishra, Chief Justice of
Andhra Pradesh High
Court, Justice Sanjay K
Agrawal, Justice P Sam
Koshy, Judges of the
High Court of
Chhattisgarh, Justice
(Retd) G Raghuram (for-
mer Director of NJA
Bhopal) and Satish
Chandra Verma,
Advocate General of
Chhattisgarh.

P r o m i n e n t
Academicians attend-
ing the function include
Prof Ranbir Singh for-
mer Vice Chancellor of
NLU Delhi and NAL-
SAR, Prof, Paramjit  S
Jaswal Vice Chancellor
of SRM University,
Sonepat, Prof KL
Verma, Vice Chancellor
of Ravi Shankar Shukla
University of Raipur.

Eminent lawyers to

atend the function in-
clude RVenkataramani,
Senior Advocate of
Supreme Court, Govind
Miri, Senior Advocate
of High Court of
Chhattisgarh &
Supreme Court. Prof
VC Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor of HNLU
said, “The Convocation
will witness confer-
ment of degrees upon
160 students from the
BALLB (Hons) Batch of
2015-2020, 147 students
from the BALLB (Hons)
Batch of 2016-2021, 49
students from the LLM
Batch of 2019 – 2020, 61
students from the LLM
Batch 2020-2021 and 4
students for PhD”.

During the
Convocation Ceremony,
a total of 23 students
will be awarded with
Gold Medals for their
outstanding perform-
ance in academics in
HNLU which includes,
the Chancellor’s Gold
Medal, The University’s
Gold Medal,
Chhattisgarh State Bar
Council Gold Medal,

The Late Kamal
Narayan Sharma Gold
Medal, Late Shantidevi
Agarwal Memorial
Gold Medal, Vidyadhar
Mishra Memorial Gold
Medal, Dinesh Prasad
Srivastava Memorial
Gold Medal, Late
Hamidullah Khan Ex-
MLA Kabirdham Gold
Medal, Late K.P.
Munshi Gold Medal,
Syed Wakil Ahmed
Rizvi Gold Medal,
amongst other signifi-
cant medals.

The University
ranked 5th among
National Law
Universities by the
India Today and 50/100
among the world uni-
versities for real contri-
bution to society during
2021 and 2022 by the
World Universities Real
Impact (WURI) is con-
stantly contributing to-
wards advancement of
legal education in the
state and collaborating
with government bod-
ies for numerous re-
search and outreach
initiatives.

BJP to expose Congress
through social media
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Raipur, Jul 29: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) would
focus on use of social
media to expose the ruling
Congress in Chhattisgarh
to create political scenario
in favour of the saffron
brigade.

BJP IT Cell Chief Amit
Malviya made the above
statement while address-
ing the inaugural session
of the three-day residen-
tial training camp of the
BJP here on Friday morn-
ing. BJP leaders from cen-
tral leadership also
stressed on the need to es-
tablish better co-ordination
among leaders from
Chhattisgarh to strengthen
the Organization ahead of

the next Legislative
Assembly polls to be held
next year.

BJP General Secretary
in-charge of party affairs D
Purandeswari said that
focus of the party has al-
ways been on training  and
added that the three-day
training camp would play
significant role as basic
ideology would be remind-
ed to the party rank and
file.

BJP also chalked out
strategy to corner the rul-
ing Congress on key  issues
including the promises
made to youth on employ-
ment as well liquor prohi-
bition which they have not
able to deliver so far.

BJP has also fixed 15
points on which they
would be focusing to
strengthen the party. BJP
Organizational General
Secretary Shivprakash and
other top leaders were
present during the training
session.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the BJP General
Secretary D Purandeswari
claimed that the Modi gov-
ernment has always been
supporting the state gov-
ernment for the develop-
ment of agriculture sector
which has help in econom-
ic upliftment of the farm-
ers. She added that nearly
11 crore farmers have been
benefitted with the special
fund being provided to
them by central govern-
ment.

On Chhattisgarh
Energy
Conservation
Building Code

College likely to be
dedicated on 2nd
August

Three-day training
gets underway

IAS Officer Pathak
given additional

charge of Revenue
Raipur, Jul 29: In a
minor administrative
reshuffle, the senior
Indian Administrative
Services (IAS) Officer
of 2007 batch Janak
Prasad Pathak has
been given additional
charge of Special
Secretary, Revenue
and Calamity
M a n a g e m e n t
Department and
would continue with
his present charge of
Special Secretary
Water Resources
Department.

Similarly, the 2010
batch IAS Officer
Ramesh Kumar
Sharma working as
Director Social
Welfare and addition-
al charge of Director
Land Records, has
been given the addi-
tional charge of
Director Printing and
Writing Material.

Secretary General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department Dr
Kamalpreet Singh has
issued order in this re-
gard from
Mantralaya.

Raipur, Jul 29: Apart
from youth turning 18 on
01/01/2023 to be eligible to
cast their votes and those
completing age of 18 years
on 01 April, 01 July and 01
October 2023 can apply for
enrollment in voters lists.
They can apply from
09/11/2022 to 08/12/2022.
According to Election
Commission of India with
updation of electoral roll
in every quarter the eligi-
ble youth can be registered
in the next quarter of the
year in which they have
completed the age of 18
years to be eligible to exer-
cise their franchise. This
was informed by Chief
Electoral Officer of
Chhattisgarh, P Dayanand
at a press conference here
today.

The Chhattisgarh Chief
Electoral Officer gave de-
tailed information in a re-
garding the brief voter re-
view and amendments in
various rules made by the
Election Commission of
India, New Delhi in con-

sultation with the
Ministry of Law and
Justice, Government of
India. Additional Chief
Electoral Officer Smt
Shikha Rajput Tiwari was
also present on the occa-
sion.

All the applications re-
ceived during and after the
revision of electoral rolls
in respect of the qualify-
ing dates (01 April, 01 July
and 01 October) after the
qualifying date 01.01.2023
will be disposed of by the
prescribed procedure on
the first month of the re-
spective quarter.

In the revision, this time
applications will be re-
ceived in new forms as per
the amendment made by
the commission. It should

be noted that the applica-
tions for transfer from one
constituency to another
will be received in Form-8
instead of Form-6 and dur-
ing this time the Aadhaar
number will be collected
from registered voters in
Form-6B.

The list of claims/objec-
tions received every week
by the Electoral
Registration Officers will
be conveyed to the politi-
cal parties. Apart from
this, this list will also be
displayed on the notice
board of the office and the
website of the Chief
Electoral Officer. Voter list
of initial publication and
final publication will be
made available free of cost
to all recognized political

parties.
Amendments have been

made in the election law
and rules by the Election
Commission of India, New
Delhi, the notification of
which has been published
in the Gazette of India on
June 17, 2022 and June 18,
2022. Detailed programme
and instructions have also
been issued by the
Commission for the annu-
al special brief revision
qualification date
01/01/2023 on 25 July 2022.
The Commission instruct-
ed to issue voters photo
identity cards (EPIC
cards) with new security
parameters. The EPIC
cards have to be sent to the
voters through speed post
from August 1, 2022.

Opportunity for youth to apply for
enrolment in voters list

First time voters
turning 18 on 01
April, 01 July and 01
October 2023 too
eligible to apply 

RRaaiippuurr,, JJuull  2299::  Police have
arrested two persons-one sus-
pected for involvement in
attempt of murder and another
suspected for involvement in
robbery. Both were caught with
Ganja. For a few days, the police
had been receiving information
that one zaman Irani was selling
drugs in BSUP Colony Irani Dera
at Saddu falling under jurisdic-
tion of Vidhan Sabha Police
Station. Information was also
received about one Yasin Ali who
is absconding in the case of
attempt of murder was hiding at
Irani Dera BSUP Colony.

Acting on the information the
police cordoned off Iranian Dera
BSUP located in Saddu and car-
ried out checking.

During checking the Yasin Ali
was arrested. Police also arrest-
ed Zaman Irani and confiscating
about 02 kilograms of ganja from
his possession. Action is being
taken against Zaman Irani by
registering the offense of
Narcotics Act in the police sta-
tion Pandri. The crime of robbery
is also registered against Zaman
Irani in the police station
Gudhiyari, in which he was
absconding.

Suspects of attempt of murder,
robbery arrested with Ganja

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2299::  A meeting of
the State Level Broadband
Committee was held under
the chairmanship of Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on Friday. In the
meeting, a detailed discus-
sion was held to strengthen
the telecom network and
rural telecom network in the
state under the National
Broadband Mission. The Chief
Secretary directed the offi-
cers of Information
Technology Department and
BSNL to ensure broadband

facility in all the panchayats
of the state. Chief Secretary
reviewed the utility of Bharat
Net. Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief
Minister Subrat Sahoo also
attended the meeting. The
Chief Secretary instructed
the officer to provide  tele-
com network facility  for
banking facilities in remote
areas of the state. In the
meeting, detailed review of
installation of mobile towers
in LWE areas and aspirational
districts was done. The offi-
cials of Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited, Chips and
Information Technology
Department attended the
meeting.

State level broadband committee
meeting held
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Nandini-Ahiwara, Jul 29: A
painting competition using
leaves of the trees was held
amidst children on bag-less
day i:e Saturday in
Government Primary
School, Medesara on
Monday. First the Head
Master Sunil Banchor cited
the importance of environ-
ment to children and sug-
gested them to conserve it.
This created awareness
among school children about
environment and love for the
nature. In this competition,
the children used their cre-
ativity in the paintings made
and made variety of colour-
ful paintings and the win-
ning children were awarded.

Helata Singh and Varuna Tamrakar conducted the

programme. It was under
leadership of Asst. Director
Durg District B Raghu
under 'Navpahal', a new tes-
timony of education is
being written.

Sankul  President
Rashiranjana Banshiyar
hailed the organisation of
such a contest for children
and Siddharth Bhuwal -
Sankul Co-ordinator also
hailed it. In this pro-
gramme KK Dhurve,
Ishwari Thakur, Nitin
Singh, Bhushan Sahu,
Rukmani Soni, Pratima
Dubey, and parents and vil-
lagers were present.
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Dongargarh, Jul 29: For
the irregularity done by
the contractor and the en-
gineer in the construction
of the newly constructed
Higher Secondary School
building in Musra, Gram
Panchayat of the block, the
higher officials have
framed many charges,
blaming the concerned em-

ployee and the contractor
of the department. Taking
cognizance of the com-
plaint of rural people's rep-
resentatives, MLA
Daleshwar Sahu, who is
also responsible for dis-
charging the responsibility
of the Chairman
Backward Classes
Commission in the state
government, did not ask
for information from the

department, but the infor-
mation was taken through

the Vidhan
Sabha. Sarpanch
Kawal Nirmalkar
was vocal and op-
posed the irregu-
larities in the con-
struction of the
building. In the
report prepared
by the investiga-
tion team, it has

been said that cracks in the
walls of many rooms of

the Musra Higher
Secondary School building
and in many rooms the ce-
ment flooring was not
found to be of standard.
The floor of one room was
sitting and cracks would
be seen and exposure and
joint were not properly
treated. The building is
looking very bad due to the
roof rain water pipe being
taken out backwards and

kept at different lengths.
During the inspection by
the higher officials, it has
been said in the instruc-
tions given to the officer
and the contractor of the
department that the pay-
ment of cement floor work
will not be done, if the
payment has been made to
the contractor, and then it
should be recovered, in the
remaining amount.

NCC cadets celebrate
Kargil Vijay Diwas
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Bhod, Jul 29: As per in-
structions by the
Commanderof NCC
Raipur Group Brig. K Das
(VSM), a painting and
drawing competition for
NCC Cadets was organ-
ised on occasion of Kargil
Vijay Diwas on July 26. In
this 600 cadets from Bastar
region took part.

The news about this com-
petition was flashed in all
the instutitions where NCC
is being conducted. The
Command Officer

Chhattisgarh Girl's
Battalion NCC Col. Sanjay
Chawla (VSM) informed
that the NCC cadets were
informed about the impor-
tance of Kargil Vijay Diwas
and about the martyrdom
of the martyrs.

The people of the society
and country were passed
on the message through
NCC cadets. On this occa-
sion cadets of Chhattisgarh
Girl's Battalion NC offered
rich tributes to martyrs at
the Shaheed Smarak in
Jagdalpur and in the park
as well.
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Dhamtari, Jul 29: On the
instructions of
Superintendent of Police
Dhamtari, traffic police is
continuously making
school children and gener-
al public aware of traffic
rules. As per the instruc-
tions of SP Prashant
Thakur, under the guid-
ance of Addl SP Megha
Tembhurkar Sahu, DSP
Traffic, Mani Shankar

Chandra, under the lead-
ership of Defense
Inspector / Traffic In-
charge K. Devraju, traffic
awareness program is
being run continuously.

Under the same traffic
awareness campaign, a
traffic awareness program
was organized at Anand
Marg School, Dhamtari,
in which guarded inspec-
tor-in-charge of traffic
K.Devaraju, giving infor-
mation about traffic rules
to the students, said that
by using safe helmets and
seat belts while driving,
accidents on the road can

be reduced, and by follow-
ing traffic rules, one's life
and that of others can be
protected.

He also informed the
children that when the red
light is on, stop behind the
stop line, when the green
light is on, if the path is
clear, then you can go, if
you are behind the stop
line if the yellow light is
on, then stop at the stop
line, cross the stop line
and if you have done so,
then proceed immediately.

In the program, 120 stu-
dents, principal reader
Pawan Kumar Sahu,
teachers Geetanjali Sahu,
Tulsi Sahu, Teleshwari
Netam, Hira Sahu, Subhit
Kumar Nishad, Parvati
Sahu, Lakhan Lal
Prateek, Nageshwari
Sori, Radha Sinha
Nileswari Sori, Rajkumar
Dhruva, Shri Narendra
Sahu from Traffic, P.R.
Hemant Uikey, Pramod
Sahu and others were
present.

500 acres of paddy crop ruined 
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Jul 29: A tempo-
rary earthen embankment
was built to protect the
paddy crop from floods on
the Parry river bank of
Kopra, which was broken
by the floods in the river in
the past.

And around 500 acres of
paddy crops have been
washed away in the flood
waters around it and for
this reason there is
tremendous displeasure
among the farmers re-
garding this matter. The
matter was raised in Lok
Sabha by Chunnilal Sahu,
MP of Mahasamund Lok
Sabha constituency dur-
ing Question Hour.

Sahu said in Lok Sabha
that the embankment on
the river bank temporarily
at Kopra was made of
mud, which was damaged

by rain and floods in the
river and 500 acres of
crops have been complete-
ly destroyed due to flood
water entering the fields
and there have been huge
potholes in many places in
the field.

Appealing to the central
government, he said that
there is a need to build a
permanent pucca embank-
ment in Kopra and for

this; the amount should be
sanctioned from the flood
disaster head.

On the other hand, SK
Burman, Executive
Engineer of Water
Resources Sub-Division,
Raipur, said that the em-
bankment will be 4 km
long. In which Kopra,
Tarra, Kuruskera and
Shyam Nagar will be built.

A budget of Rs 38 crore

is required for this. In the
year 20-21, a Steemit was
sent to the state govern-
ment for administrative
approval, but it could not
be approved. Again in the
financial year of 22-23, it
will be sent to the state
government for approval.
If it is approved by the
Central Government be-
fore this, then the work
can start, he said.

Minister Lakhma offers assistance
to flood affected people

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 29: State
Industries and Excise
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
on Friday met the flood af-
fected people in Konta to
know their well being. He
told that even during the
floods, he tried to reach
Konta twice, but could
only reach Errabor for the
first time and for the sec-
ond time his tour was post-
poned due to bad weather.

Today in the third at-
tempt after the floods, he
reached Konta and visited
the flood affected wards
and also inquired about
the damage caused by the
floods from the top offi-
cials. During this visit,
Keshkal MLA Santram
Netam, Collector Haris. S,
SDM Konta Bansingh
Netam and other officers

were present with him. He
also distributed blankets
and mosquito nets to the
flood affected. effect of
Godavari was there, there
has never been a flood situ-
ation like this before He
said that Konta is situated
on the banks of the Shabri
river and comes in the in-
undated area. Due to the
rise in the water level in

the Godavari river, the
water of Shabari creates
flood situation in the bor-
der areas including Konta.
This time flood situation
has arisen in 12 wards of
Konta Nagar Panchayat,
Dhondhara Panchayat and
partly in Injeram due to
rise in water level of
Godavari river.

The good thing was that

there was no high water
level in the Shabri river,
otherwise the flood situa-
tion could have become
more serious. He said that
during the floods, he re-
mained connected with
the situation of Konta
through the administra-
tion and local public repre-
sentatives from Raipur.

He also instructed the
public representatives in-
cluding the administra-
tion to provide all possible
help to the residents of
Konta, which was fol-
lowed by all the public rep-
resentatives including
Sukma District Panchayat
President Harish Kawasi.
The district administra-
tion and police adminis-
tration were also engaged
in relief work for the resi-
dents of Konta through-
out the time.

p At Anand Marg
School 
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Due to non-construction of Kopra embankment

Traffic awareness 
workshop organized 

e-auction system in Sambalpur
Division for commercial 

non-fare revenue contracts
Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Jul 29:
Indian Railways has
taken steps to bring
Commercial Earning
and Non-Fare Revenue
contracts under the
ambit of electronic auc-
tion through Indian
Railway e-Procurement
System (IREPS), in line
with prevailing e-auc-
tion of scrap sale.

The Ministry of
Railways has recently
launched e-auction for
Commercial earning and
Non-Fare Revenue (NFR)
contracts online. This
will not only increase
Railways earning but
also bolster efforts being
taken by the
Government for ease of
doing business.With this
e-Auction system, the te-
dious process of tender-

ing would get simplified.
The earning assets up

for auction will be parcel
vans, pay-and-use toilets,
advertisement rights on
station circulating areas
and coaches, air-condi-
tioned waiting rooms,
cloak rooms, parking
lots, plastic bottle crush-
ers, ATMs, station co-
branding, video screens
for content on demand
etc.

In the e-auction
process, a bidder from
anywhere in the country
needs to self-register once
for participating in the
auctions of any field unit
of the Indian Railways
through the portal. There
is no financial turnover
requirement for annual
contracts of up to Rs 40
lakh. A successful bidder
would be able to receive
acceptance online and

through email in a very
short span of time and
thus boosting the paper-
less process. Due to this e-
auction process, tenders
will be finalized instantly,
with better monitoring of
contracts. The contracts
agreements will be signed
digitally, to boost Digital
India initiatives.

The Sambalpur
Division has already
started working through
an e-auction system.
Many Commercial and
Non-fare Revenue con-
tracts have been uploaded
in the portal. The
Division appeals to all
concerned to take advan-
tage of the e-auction sys-
tem. Interested parties
may visit IREPS website
www.ireps.gov.in, for fur-
ther information and for
Sambalpur Division's
dates of e-auctions.

MLA demands action against irregularities in school building construction 

Painting competition using tree leaves held

TIGER CONSERVATION

Artists dressed as tigers ride an e-rickshaw to raise awareness for tiger conservation, on the occasion of
International Tiger Day, in Patna, Friday, July 29.

TRAFFIC JAM

Vehicles stuck in traffic jam on Delhi-Gurugram Expressway during monsoon rain, in Gurugram, Friday, July 29.
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BRIEF

Passenger safety
Hyderabad: Civil
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Friday asserted
passenger safety is
paramount to the gov-
ernment and that
DGCA’s measures to
ensuring this would
continue in the com-
ing days in the back-
drop of increased
technical snags being
reported by different
airlines in the coun-
try. The DGCA, the
aviation safety regula-
tor has conducted
many spot checks and
other measures and
appropriate action
has been taken com-
mensurate with those
checks and audits, he
said.

Man arrested
Noida: A 29-year-old
Delhi-based man has
been arrested by the
Noida Police on
charges of embez-
zling Rs 50 lakh from
the company where
he worked, officials
said on Friday. Puneet
Shrivastava, who
lives in East Delhi’s
Vinod Nagar area,
was arrested on
Thursday from near
Sector 15 metro sta-
tion here, police offi-
cials said. The ac-
cused worked in
ACTAS Technologies
private limited which
had filed a complaint
with the Phase 1 po-
lice station here, al-
leging that he had ille-
gally transferred Rs
50 lakh of the compa-
ny into his bank ac-
count and those of his
relatives, a police
spokesperson said.

UP woman gang-raped
Gonda (UP): A
woman was allegedly
raped by her husband
and his cousin and
later divorced
through ‘triple talaq’
for not giving dowry
here, police said on
Friday. The accused
husband, Mohammad
Adnan from Lucknow,
was arrested on
Thursday and an FIR
has been registered
against him and his
cousin who is ab-
sconding, they said.
The woman in her
complaint alleged
that her husband
used to demand
dowry and used to
beat her over it. Due
to the alleged vio-
lence, she had started
living at her maternal
house,
Superintendent of
Police Akash Tomar
said.

Vlogger surrenders 
Kochi: Vlogger
Sooraj Palakkaran,
who was on the run
after a case was regis-
tered against him for
allegedly insulting a
woman by portraying
her in a bad light
through social media,
surrendered before
police on Friday. The
vlogger turned him-
self in days after the
Kerala High Court
had dismissed his an-
ticipatory bail, saying
it was a crime to make
derogatory remarks
through social media.
He surrendered be-
fore the Ernakulam
South police.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI):

In the wake of the
Gujarat hooch tragedy,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday expressed
concern over the business
of spurious liquor and
drugs in the state, and asked

which ruling forces are giv-
ing protection to the
“mafias” involved.

Forty-two people from
Botad and neighbouring
Ahmedabad district have
died so far after consuming
the spurious liquor on July
25, while 97 people are still

admitted to hospitals in
Bhavnagar, Botad and
Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Minister of State for Home
Harsh Sanghavi has said.

“In ‘dry state’ Gujarat,
many houses were de-
stroyed due to the consump-
tion of spurious liquor.
Drugs worth billions are
also being recovered from
there continuously,”
Gandhi said in a tweet in
Hindi. “It is a matter of
great concern, on the land
of Bapu (Mahatma Gandhi)
and Sardar (Vallabhbhai)
Patel, who are these people
who are indiscriminately
doing the business of intox-
ication?” the former
Congress chief said.

Which ruling forces are
giving protection to

spurious liquor mafias
in Gujarat, asks Rahul

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI):

India has been taking
the lead in raising the
issue of climate finance
and its efforts have ex-
posed exaggerated claims
by developed countries
that the goal of mobilising
USD 100 billion per year to
help developing countries
is close to being met, the
government has said.

At the 15th Conference
of Parties (COP15) of the
United Nations
Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC) held in
Copenhagen in 2009, devel-
oped countries committed
to jointly mobilise USD 100
billion (one billion =100
crore) per year by 2020 to
address the needs of the
developing countries.

At COP21 in Paris, with
the developed countries

having failed to keep their
commitment, it was decid-
ed to extend the USD 100
billion per year goal
through to 2025.

India has been taking
the lead in raising the
issue of climate finance at
the UNFCCC and in other
multilateral forums.
India’s efforts have repeat-
edly exposed exaggerated
claims by developed coun-
try agencies that this goal
is close to being met and
have shown that the cur-
rently mobilised climate
finance is in reality much
less, Union Minister of
State for Environment
Ashwini Kumar Choubey
told the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday.

The minister said India
has also been in the lead in
calling for clarity in the
definition of climate fi-
nance, and in clarifying

the importance of scale,
scope and speed in the de-
livery of such finance.

India has always main-
tained that climate finance
should be new and addi-
tional (with respect to
overseas development as-
sistance), predominantly
as grants and not loans, as
well as balanced between
mitigation and adaptation,
he said.

Currently, there are sev-
eral issues with respect to
the definition of climate fi-
nance, transparency of
the estimates and the
progress made. There are
sharply varying estimates
of the extent to which the
mobilisation target has
been achieved, the govern-
ment said.

According to the fourth
Biennial Assessment of
the Standing Committee
on Finance of the UNFC-

CC, the total public finan-
cial support by developed
countries amounted to
USD 45.4 billion in 2017
and USD 51.8 billion in
2018.

In an unprecedented
step, the final decision of
COP26 at Glasgow noted
with deep regret that this
commitment of developed
countries in the context of
meaningful mitigation ac-
tions and transparency on
implementation has not
yet been met, Choubey
said.

In the final decisions at
COP26, it was agreed that
prior to 2025, the
Conference of Parties
shall set a New Collective
Quantified Goal (NCQG)
from the floor of USD 100
billion per year, consider-
ing the needs and priori-
ties of the developing
countries.

India has exposed exaggerated claims by developed countries: Govt

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI):

In a bid to empower
women from low-income
groups, Greenpeace India
has delivered bicycles to
over 450 women labourers
in Delhi and Bengaluru as
part of the ‘power the
pedal’ campaign.

Focusing on the issue of
gender equality in mobili-
ty, the campaign aims to
create a community of
5,000 cyclists of female do-
mestic labourers, who will
act as changemakers on
the streets, fighting pollu-
tion and climate change,
Greenpeace India, an envi-
ronmental organization,
said in a statement.

Most of the women who
participated in the cam-
paign are aged between 40
to 50 years and the majori-

ty of them walk to their
workplace as they cannot
afford to avail any other
modes of transport, it
said.

Nandi (48) and her hus-
band Amarkant (54), who
reside in a slum in south
Delhi, cycle 20 to 25 kilo-
meters every day to sell
balloons in different mar-
kets across the national
capital.

We don’t have any other
option. Over the years, the
city has got fancy air-con-
ditioned buses and metro.
We are not even allowed to
travel with balloons. We
felt like those modes of
commuting were never
meant for people like us,”
Nandi said.

Pavitra (41), a domestic
worker who participated
in the campaign in Delhi,

said walks more than two
kilometers every day to
reach her workplace in
Kailash Colony.

Domestic workers who
have been cycling to their
workplaces are now able to
commute in the city better.
I had to walk every day be-
cause I can’t afford to have
my own private transport.
I am hardly making
money to get necessities
like food. Public transport
is not an option as it will
consume more time,” she
said.

Talking to PTI,
Greenpeace India’s cam-
paign manager Avinash
Chanchal said by creating
the women cyclist commu-
nities, the organisation is
attempting to challenge
the car-centric infrastruc-
ture in the cities.

Over 450 women labourers get
bicycles: Greenpeace India

New Delhi, Jul 29:

The Delhi High Court
on Friday issued sum-
mons to Congress leaders
Jairam Ramesh, Pawan
Khera and Netta D’Souza
on a civil defamation suit
filed by Union minister
Smriti Irani seeking dam-
ages of over Rs 2 crore for
allegedly making baseless
allegations against her
and her daughter.

Justice Mini Pushkarna
directed the three
Congress leaders to re-
move tweets, retweets,

posts, videos and photos
from social media in rela-
tion to the allegations
made against Irani, who is
holding the portfolio of
Ministry of Women and
Child Development and
Ministry of Minority
Affairs, and her daughter.

The court said in case
the defendants fail to com-
ply with its directions
within 24 hours, social
media platforms Twitter,
Facebook and YouTube
shall take down the mate-
rial.

Irani’s action came after
the Congress leaders al-
leged that her 18-year-old
daughter Zoish Irani ran a
bar illegally in Goa and
also targeted the minister
over this, demanding that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi sack her from his
Cabinet.

Summons for Cong leaders
on Smriti defamation suit

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI):

With over 40 people dying
due to consumption of spu-
rious liquor in Gujarat, the
Congress on Friday alleged
that illicit liquor trade was
“flourishing” in the state
under the protection of rul-
ing forces and demanded a
probe by a sitting high court
judge.

Forty-two people from
Botad and neighbouring
Ahmedabad district have
died so far after consuming
the spurious liquor on July
25, while 97 people are still
admitted to hospitals in
Bhavnagar, Botad and
Ahmedabad, according to
Gujarat Minister of State
for Home Harsh Sanghavi.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi expressed concern
over the business of spuri-
ous liquor and drugs in the

BJP-ruled state, and asked
which ruling forces are giv-
ing protection to the
“mafias” involved.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the AICC head-
quarters here, Congress’
media department head
Pawan Khera and Rajya
Sabha MP Amee Yajnik
urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to speak up
on the deaths due to spuri-
ous liquor and meet families
of the victims during his
Gujarat visit Friday. Khera
said it has come to light that
600 litres of ‘methyl alcohol’
(methanol) was brought
from Ahmedabad to Botad
district after which water
was mixed in it and it was
sold in different areas due to
which people either lost
their lives or suffered kid-
ney damage. The production
and sale of such a danger-

ous chemical substance
should be closely monitored
by the government but what
happened in this case raises
many serious questions, he
said.

All this is not possible in a
“dry state” without the
knowledge of the local po-
lice and administration,
Khera said. The leaders of
the ruling party, the police
and administration and the
liquor mafia must have been
complicit, he alleged. Khera
said there have been state-
ments in the media by the
families of those who have
died due to spurious liquor
that there is no prohibition
and liquor is being sold
openly.

“If we talk about the
whole of Gujarat, then an
annual illegal liquor busi-
ness of about Rs 15,000 crore
is being done.

Gujarat hooch tragedy: Congress
demands probe by sitting HC judge

Guwahati, Jul 29 (PTI):

The Assam govern-
ment is exploring
means for judicious
utilisation of forest re-
sources to add to the
state’s revenue and
thus augment its devel-
opment, an official re-
lease said.

It is also focussing on
the use of technology,
including drones and

satellite imagery, to
prevent encroachment
of forest land.

Measures to be
adopted for these pur-
poses were discussed
in details at a meeting
by Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
with divisional forest
officers (DFOs) of
Environment and
Forest Department,
treasury officers and

additional deputy com-
missioners (revenue)
here on Thursday.

Besides putting em-
phasis on the conser-
vation of forest re-
sources, Sarma also
asked officials to lay
importance on pru-
dent utilisation of
these to aid sustain-
able development of
the state.

In a bid to keep con-

stant watch on en-
croachment of forest
land, Sarma stressed
on the extensive use of
technical gadgets, in-
cluding drone survey
and satellite imagery.

The chief minister
also reviewed an ongo-
ing plantation pro-
gramme being carried
out across the state.

He asked the DFOs
to take special care to

ensure survival of the
saplings after their
plantation.

Environment and
Forest Minister
Chandra Mohan
Patowary, principal
secretary to the chief
minister, Samir
Kumar Sinha, and
other senior officers of
the government were
present at the meeting,
the release added.

Assam govt to focus on judicious use of forest resources

NIA to takeover BJYM
leader murder probe

Bangaluru, Jul 29:
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Friday said the probe into
the murder of a Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha
worker will be handed
over to the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA). One more person
was arrested on Friday in
connection with the
killing of Praveen Nettar
in Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict that happened earlier
this week. Earlier, two per-
sons had been apprehend-
ed by police in relation to
the case. “We have decided
to hand over the case to
the NIA. It will be commu-
nicated to the Home
Department.
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MACRON IN THE CROWD

French President Emmanuel Macron shakes hands in the crowd in front of the
Presidential Palace in Bissau.

RESCUE TEAM WORKING

A handout picture provided by the Iranian Red Crescent (RCS) shows members of a rescue team working at the site
of a flash flood in Emamzadeh Davoud, in the northwestern part of the capital Tehran, on July 29. At least six people
were killed in floods near Tehran today, most in a landslide that dumped mud four metres deep in a village west of
the capital, emergency services said.

Islamabad, Jul 29 (PTI):

The Pakistan govern-
ment has decided to lift a
recently imposed ban on
the import of non-essen-
tial and luxury items to
control the cash-strapped
country’s depleting for-
eign reserves, according to
media reports on Friday.

The Economic
Coordination Committee
(ECC) of the Cabinet
presided over by Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail in
its meeting on Thursday
also allowed importing
200,000 metric tonnes of
wheat worth USD 85 mil-
lion at USD 407.5 per
tonne.

On May 19, Pakistan
slapped a ban on import of
33 categories of goods, cov-
ering more than 860 prod-

uct lines.
The import restrictions

were introduced after the
new government led by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif which assumed of-
fice in April, came under
pressure to take measures
to avoid default on exter-
nal liabilities.

However, the decision
was criticised by im-
porters and the powerful
elite the main beneficiary
and consumer of such
goods.

The Economic
Coordination Committee
(ECC) of the Cabinet
presided over by Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail in
its meeting on Thursday
decided to remove the ban
on non-essential and luxu-
ry items excluding auto-
mobiles, cell phones and

electronics, the Dawn
newspaper reported.

The ECC also lifted the
ban on imported goods ex-
cept for completed built
units (CBUs) of automo-
biles, mobile phones and
home appliances.

The meeting was told
the ban had helped cut the
imports of banned items,
which shrank by around
70 per cent from USD 399.4
million to USD 123.9 mil-
lion between May 20 and
July 19.

The major contributors
to this reduction of about
USD 275 m were automo-
bile and mobile phone
CBUs, which had a share
of 79 per cent in the total
import reduction, the re-
port said.

The remaining 21 per
cent reduction was spread

over 810 tariff lines im-
pacting multiple sectors of
the economy, including
foreign investments.

Pakistan has decided to
import 200,000 metric
tonnes of wheat worth
USD 85 million (USD
407.49 per metric tonne),
which will increase the
per kilo wheat price to Rs
106, The Express Tribune
newspaper reported.

The fresh tender was
slightly more expensive
than the previous one. At
the price of USD 404.86 per
tonne, the government
had allowed import of
300,000 metric tonnes of
wheat last week.

Due to the relatively low
exchange rate per kilo, the
price was Rs 89, which
would now go up to Rs 106,
the report said.

Pakistan lifts ban on import of
non-essential, luxury items

Islamabad, Jul 29 (PTI):

Ratings agency S&P
Global has revised
Pakistan’s long-term rat-
ings from ‘stable’ to ‘nega-
tive’ as the cash-strapped
nation continues to grap-
ple against the backdrop of
higher commodity prices,
the rupee’s depreciation
and tighter global finan-
cial conditions.

The New York-based
agency on Thursday af-
firmed its B-’ long-term
and B’ short-term sover-
eign credit ratings on
Pakistan, as well as B-’
long-term issue rating on
the country’s senior unse-
cured notes and Sukuks,
which are Islamic finan-
cial certificates equivalent
to bonds in Western fi-
nance.

Pakistan’s external posi-
tion weakens against a

backdrop of higher com-
modity prices, tighter
global financial condi-
tions, and a weakening
rupee, the agency said in a
statement.

The Pakistani rupee
continued its downward
slide against the US dollar,
closing at a record-low at
239.94 against the green-
back in the intra-bank
market on Thursday.

The agency said it could
lower its ratings if
Pakistan’s external indica-
tors continued to deterio-
rate, but the outlook could
be revi sed to stable if its
external position stabilis-
es and improves.

The negative outlook re-
flects the growing risks to
Pakistan’s external liquid-
ity position over the next
12 months amid an in-
creasingly difficult eco-
nomic landscape.

Referring to Pakistan’s
institutional and econom-
ic profile, S&P said near-
term reform prospects are
dependent upon political
stability and macroeco-
nomic conditions.

S&P’s forecast on
Pakistan comes barely a
week after international
credit rating agency
Moody’s changed the
country’s credit rating to
B3 negative, while Fitch
demoted the country’s
economy from stable to
negative.

Evidence of improve-
ment could include a sus-
tained rise in usable for-
eign exchange reserves.

While domestic demand
is showing signs of recov-
ery, the country is now fac-
ing a new challenge in the
form of rising prices, par-
ticularly for staple goods,
the agency said.

S&P downgrades outlook on Pakistan’s
long-term ratings to ‘negative’

Washington, Jul 29 (AP):

The House passed a USD
280 billion package to
boost the semiconductor
industry and scientific re-
search in a bid to create
more high-tech jobs in the
United States and help it
better compete with inter-
national rivals, namely
China.

The House approved the
bill on Thursday by a solid
margin of 243-187, sending
the measure to President
Joe Biden to be signed into
law and providing the
White House with a major
domestic policy victory.
Twenty-four Republicans
voted for the legislation.

Today, the House passed
a bill that will make cars
cheaper, appliances cheap-
er, and computers cheap-
er,” Biden said.

It will lower the costs of
every day goods. And it

will create high-paying
manufacturing jobs across
the country and strength-
en US leadership in the in-
dustries of the future at
the same time.”

As the vote was taking
place, Biden was dis-
cussing the economy with
CEOs at the White House.
During the event, he was
handed a note informing
him it was clear the bill
would pass a development
that produced a round of
applause before the tally
was final.

Republicans argued the
government should not
spend billions to subsidize
the semiconductor indus-
try and GOP leadership in
the House recommended a
vote against the bill,
telling members the plan
would provide enormous
subsidies and tax credits
“to a specific industry that
does not need additional

government handouts.
Rep. Guy Reschenthaler,

R-Pa., said the way to help
the industry would be
through tax cuts and eas-
ing federal regulations,
not by picking winners
and losers with subsidies
an approach that Rep.
Joseph Morelle, D-N.Y.,
said was too narrow.

This affects every indus-
try in the United States,”
Morelle said. Take, for ex-
ample, General Motors an-
nouncing they have 95,000
automobiles awaiting
chips. So, you want to in-
crease the supply of goods
to people and help bring
down inflation? This is
about increasing the sup-
ply of goods all over the
United States in every sin-
gle industry.

Some Republicans
viewed passing the legisla-
tion as important for na-
tional security.

Congress OKs bill to aid computer
chip firms, counter China

Colombo, Jul 29:

The World Bank does not
plan to offer new financing
to crisis-hit Sri Lanka until
an “adequate” macroeco-
nomic policy framework is
in place, the global funding
body has said. The state-
ment by the World Bank was
released on Thursday, two
days after the International
Monetary Fund— another
financial lending body
under the United Nations —
asked the cash-strapped Sri
Lanka to begin debt restruc-
turing talks with its credi-
tors, including China, before
it can hope of getting the
bailout package. The island
nation of 22 million is in the
midst of an unprecedented
economic crisis that has led
to severe shortages of fuel
and other essentials. Until
an adequate macroeconom-
ic policy framework is in

place, the World Bank does
not plan to offer new financ-
ing to Sri Lanka, it said in a
statement. This requires
deep structural reforms that
focus on economic stabilisa-
tion, and also on addressing
the root structural causes
that created this crisis to en-
sure that Sri Lanka’s future
recovery and development
is resilient and inclusive,
the statement added. The
World Bank said it was
deeply concerned about the
dire economic situation and
its impact on the people of
Sri Lanka.

To help alleviate severe
shortages of essential items
such as medicines, cooking
gas, fertiliser, meals for
school children and cash
transfers for poor and vulner-
able households, we are re-
purposing resources under
existing loans in our portfo-
lio, the statement said.

World Bank refuses
aid to Sri Lanka

Beijing, Jul 29 (AP):

President Xi JInping
warned against meddling
in China’s dealings with
Taiwan during a phone
call with his U.S. counter-
part, Joe Biden, that gave
no indication of progress
on trade, technology or
other irritants, including
Beijing’s opposition to a
top American lawmaker’s
possible visit to the island
democracy, which the
mainland claims as its
own territory.

Xi also warned against
splitting the world’s two
biggest economies, ac-
cording to a Chinese gov-
ernment summary of
Thursday’s unusually
lengthy, three-hour call.
Businesspeople and econ-
omists warn such a
change, brought on by
Chinese industrial policy
and U.S. curbs on technol-
ogy exports, might hurt
the global economy by
slowing innovation and
increasing costs.

Meanwhile, Xi and
Biden are looking at the
possibility of meeting in

person, according to a U.S.
official who declined to be
identified further. Xi has
been invited to Indonesia
in November for a meet-
ing of the Group of 20
major economies, making
it a potential location for a
face-to-face meeting.

The Chinese govern-
ment gave no indication
Xi and Biden discussed
possible plans by U.S.
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi to visit Taiwan,
which the ruling
Communist Party says
has no right to conduct
foreign relations. But Xi
rejected interference by
external forces that might
encourage Taiwan to try

to make its decades-old de
facto independence per-
manent.

Resolutely safeguarding
China’s national sover-
eignty and territorial in-
tegrity is the firm will of
the more than 1.4 billion
Chinese people, said the
statement. Those who play
with fire will perish by it.

The tough language
from Xi, who usually tries
to appear to be above polit-
ical disputes and makes
blandly positive public
comments, suggested
Chinese leaders might be-
lieve Washington didn’t
understand the serious-
ness of previous warnings
about Taiwan.

China’s Xi warns Biden over Taiwan

Washington, Jul 29 (AP):

The Biden administra-
tion likes to say Russia
has become isolated in-
ternationally because of
its invasion of Ukraine.
Yet Moscow’s top officials
have hardly been clois-
tered in the Kremlin. And
now, even the US wants to
talk.

President Vladimir
Putin has been meeting
with world leaders, in-
cluding Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, whose country
is a NATO member.

Meanwhile, his top

diplomat, Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov,
is jetting around the
world, smiling, shaking
hands and posing for pho-
tos with foreign leaders
including some friends of
the US.

And on Wednesday,
Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said he
wants to end months of
top-level US diplomatic
estrangement with
Lavrov to discuss the re-
lease of American de-
tainees as well as issues
related to Ukraine. The
call has not been sched-
uled but is expected in

coming days.
The handshakes and

phone calls cast doubt on
a core part of the US
strategy aimed at ending
the Ukraine war: that
diplomatic and economic
isolation, along with bat-
tlefield setbacks, would
ultimately force Russia to
send its troops home.

Even as he announced
plans for the call, Blinken
continued to insist
Russia is indeed isolated.
He argued the travel of
its top officials is purely
damage control and a re-
action to international
criticism Moscow is fac-

ing for the Ukraine war.
US officials say Russia

is trying to shore up the
few alliances it has left
some of which are
American adversaries
like Iran. But countries
that are ostensibly US
partners, like Egypt and
Uganda, are also warmly
welcoming top Russians.

And after making the
case since February that
there’s no point in talking
to Russia because Russia
is not serious about diplo-
macy and cannot be trust-
ed, the US has conceded it
needs to engage with
Moscow as well.

The public outreach to
Lavrov combined with
the announcement of a
substantial proposal to
Russia to win the release
of detained Americans
Paul Whelan and
Brittney Griner took
many by surprise.

A Blinken-Lavrov con-
versation would be the
highest-level contact be-
tween the US and Russia
since Feb 15, before the
Russian invasion, and
could set the stage for
possible in-person discus-
sions, although adminis-
tration officials say there
are no plans for that.

Isolation complication? US finds it’s hard to shun Russia

Beijing, Jul 29 (AP):

China’s leaders effec-
tively acknowledged the
struggling economy won’t
hit its official 5.5% growth
target this year and said
they will try to prop up
sagging consumer de-
mand but will stick to
strict anti-COVID-19 tac-
tics that disrupted manu-
facturing and trade.

The announcement
after a Communist Party
planning meeting reflect-
ed the high cost President
Xi Jinping’s government
has been willing to incur
to stop the virus in a politi-
cally sensitive year when
Xi is widely expected to try
to extend his term in
power. The party promised
to strive to achieve the best
results in the second half.
It didn’t directly address
the growth goal but
dropped references in ear-
lier statements about tar-
gets, effectively acknowl-
edging the economy will
fall short after growing
just 2.5% over a year ago
in the first half.

Policymakers implicitly

walked back from the orig-
inal growth target, said
Larry Hu of Macquarie
Group in a report. It
means that they no longer
view 5.5%, or even 5%, as
achievable for this year.

Party leaders promised
to actively act in expand-
ing demand and to make
up for lack of consumer
and business spending.

Retails sales, a major
driver of growth, were off
0.7% from a year earlier in
the first half after plung-
ing 11% in April following
the temporary shutdown
of Shanghai and some
other major cities to fight
virus outbreaks.

Thursday’s statement
affirmed support for the
anti-COVID-19 strategy de-
spite its rising economic
cost and social disruption.

We should resolutely
and conscientiously imple-
ment the policies and
measures for the preven-
tion and control of COVID-
19,” the statement said. We
should do a good job in
tracking virus mutations
and developing new vac-
cines and drugs.

China backs away from growth
goal, sticks to virus controls

T he chance of someone
being killed by space

junk falling from the sky may
seem ridiculously tiny. After all,
nobody has yet died from such
an accident, though there have
been instances of injury and
damage to property. But given
that we are launching an in-
creasing number of satellites,
rockets and probes into space,
do we need to start taking the
risk more seriously? A new
study, published in Nature
Astronomy, has estimated the
chance of causalities from
falling rocket parts over the
next ten years.

Every minute of every day, de-
bris rains down on us from
space a hazard we are almost
completely unaware of. The mi-
croscopic particles from aster-
oids and comets patter down
through the atmosphere to settle
unnoticed on the Earth's surface
adding up to around 40,000
tonnes of dust each year. While
this is not a problem for us, such
debris can do damage to space-
craft - as was recently reported
for the James Webb space tele-
scope. Occasionally, a larger
sample arrives as a meteorite,
and maybe once every 100 years
or so, a body tens of metres
across manages to drive through

the atmosphere to excavate a
crater. And fortunately very
rarely kilometre-sized objects
can make it to the surface, caus-
ing death and destruction as
shown by the lack of dinosaurs
roaming the Earth today.

These are examples of natu-
ral space debris, the uncon-
trolled arrival of which is un-
predictable and spread more or
less evenly across the globe. The
new study, however, investigated
the uncontrolled arrival of arti-
ficial space debris, such as spent
rocket stages, associated with
rocket launches and satellites.
Using mathematical modelling
of the inclinations and orbits of
rocket parts in space and popu-
lation density below them, as
well as 30 years' worth of past
satellite data, the authors esti-
mated where rocket debris and
other pieces of space junk land
when they fall back to Earth.

They found that there is a
small, but significant, risk of
parts re-entering in the coming
decade. But this is more likely to
happen over southern latitudes
than northern ones. In fact, the
study estimated that rocket bod-
ies are approximately three
times more likely to land at the
latitudes of Jakarta in
Indonesia, Dhaka in Bangladesh
or Lagos in Nigeria than those of
New York in the US, Beijing in
China or Moscow in Russia. The
authors also calculated a casual-
ty expectation the risk to human
life over the next decade as a re-
sult of uncontrolled rocket re-
entries. Assuming that each re-
entry spreads lethal debris over
an area of ten square metres,
they found that there is a 10 per
cent chance of one or more casu-
alties over the next decade, on
average.

To date, the potential for de-
bris from satellites and rockets
to cause harm at the Earth's sur-
face (or in the atmosphere to air
traffic) has been regarded as
negligible. Most studies of such
space debris have focused on the
risk generated in orbit by de-
funct satellites which might ob-
struct the safe operation of func-
tioning satellites. Unused fuel
and batteries also lead to explo-
sions in orbit which generate ad-
ditional waste. But as the num-
ber of entries into the rocket
launch business increases - and
moves from government to pri-
vate enterprise - it is highly like-
ly that the number of accidents,
both in space and on Earth, such
as that which followed the
launch of the Chinese Long
March 5b, will also increase. The
new study warns that the 10 per
cent figure is therefore a conser-
vative estimate.

There are a range of technolo-
gies that make it entirely possi-
ble to control the re-entry of de-
bris, but they are expensive to
implement. For example, space-
craft can be passivated , where-
by unused energy (such as fuel
or batteries) is expended rather
than stored once the lifetime of
the spacecraft has ended. The
choice of orbit for a satellite can
also reduce the chance of pro-
ducing debris. A defunct satel-
lite can be programmed to move
into low Earth orbit, where it
will burn up.

There are also attempts to
launch re-usable rockets which,
for example, SpaceX has demon-
strated and Blue Origin is devel-
oping. These create a lot less de-
bris, though there will be some
from paint and metal shavings,
as they return to Earth in a con-
trolled way. Many agencies do

take the risks seriously. The
European Space Agency is plan-
ning a mission to attempt the
capture and removal of space
debris with a four-armed robot.
The UN, through its Office of
Outer Space Affairs, issued a set
of Space Debris Mitigation
Guidelines in 2010, which was
reinforced in 2018. However, as
the authors behind the new
study point out, these are guide-
lines, not international law, and
do not give specifics as to how
mitigation activities should be
implemented or controlled.

The study argues that advanc-
ing technologies and more
thoughtful mission design
would reduce the rate of uncon-
trolled re-entry of spacecraft de-
bris, decreasing the hazard risk
across the globe. It states that
uncontrolled rocket body reen-
tries constitute a collective ac-
tion problem; solutions exist,
but every launching state must
adopt them.

A requirement for govern-
ments to act together is not un-
precedented, as shown by the
agreement to ban ozone layer-
destroying chlorofluorcarbon
chemicals. But, rather sadly,
this kind of action usually re-
quires a major event with signif-
icant consequences for the
northern hemisphere before ac-
tion is taken. And changes to in-
ternational protocols and con-
ventions take time. In five years,
it will be 70 years since the
launch of the first satellite into
space. It would be a fitting cele-
bration of that event if it could
be marked by a strengthened
and mandatory international
treaty on space debris, ratified
by all UN states. Ultimately, all
nations would benefit from such
an agreement.
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Blow for TMC 
The recovery of Rs 49

crore along with other in-
criminating materials
from the house of Arpita
Mukherjee, who was
closely associated with
Partha Chatterjee,
Minister of Commerce
and Industry and IT
Minister of West Bengal,
is really unfortunate
news for the Trinamool
Congress and its leader
Mamata Banerjee. The
Trinamool Congress
wants to expand its foot-
print beyond West
Bengal, but it has re-
ceived a big blow and it
will hamper the image of
the party throughout the
country. It is beyond the
belief of the common
people that a
politician/minister could
adopt such corrupt prac-
tice of money laundering.
It is high time for TMC
supremo Mamata
Banerjee to suspend him
from the party till the end
of the trial. The Calcutta
High Court has given a
big relief by enquiring
into the teachers selection
scam during Partha
Chatterjee's ministership
and the present recovery
of unaccounted money
from the house of Arpita
Mukherjee. Also Read -
Tiger conservation frame-
work It is a regular fea-
ture to blame the Central
Government for involving
the ED (Enforcement
Directorate) and Income
Tax Department to con-
duct investigation against
any corrupt practice by
Opposition party mem-
bers. But the recovery of a
huge amount of money
from the house of Arpita
Mukherjee has belied this
allegation. Mamata
Banerjee should keep an
eye upon her colleagues,
so that the party may not
face more such awkward
situations in the future.

Subhash Chandra
Biswas, by mail

Use cloth bags
The use of plastic bags

and items is banned by
the government, but it
has failed to implement it.
As citizens, we lack na-
tional character and do
not abide by laws and reg-
ulations. It is very simple
to say no to plastic bags.
Keep three cloth bags in
your mode of transport
and carry them with you
when you go shopping.
The government should,
in the meanwhile, deal
with non-compliance
with a strong hand and
punish shopkeepers and
vendors who are flouting
the ban. Firms manufac-
turing these items should
be punished and jailed for
violating the laws of the
land. Available plastic
stocks must be destroyed.

Col GS Bhullar (retd),
Jalandhar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he global economy, still reeling from the pandemic and Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, is facing an increasingly gloomy and uncer-

tain outlook. Against this backdrop, the IMF has projected the global
economy to slow down further to 3.2 per cent in 2022 from last year's
6.1 per cent. In India's context, the IMF in its World Economic Outlook
update has cut India's growth rate by 0.8 percentage point to 7.4 per
cent for fiscal year 2022, reflecting "mainly less favourable external
conditions and more rapid policy tightening. India's 7.4 per cent GDP
growth for fiscal year 2022 is the second highest growth projection
after Saudi Arabia's 7.6 per cent. India, whose GDP was projected at 8.7
per cent in 2021, will see economic growth slow down to 6.1 per cent in
fiscal year 2023, the outlook said. In April, the IMF had projected a fairly
robust growth of 8.2 per cent for India in 2022, that would have made it
the fastestgrowing major economy in the world, almost twice faster
than China's 4.4 per cent. Global growth at 3.2 per cent in 2022 and
moderating to 2.9 per cent in 2023 is lower than projected in the April
2022 World Economic Outlook by 0.4 and 0.7 percentage point, respec-
tively. This shows stalling growth in the world's three largest economies
-- the United States, China and the euro area -- with important conse-
quences for the global outlook. Downgrades for China and the United
States, as well as for India, are driving the downward revisions to global
growth during 2022-23. This reflects the materialisation of downside
risks highlighted in the April 2022 World Economic Outlook: a sharper
slowdown in China due to extended lockdowns, tightening global finan-
cial conditions associated with expectations of steeper interest rate
hikes by major central banks to ease inflation pressure, and spillovers
from the war in Ukraine. For emerging markets and developing
economies, the negative revisions to growth in 2022- 23 reflect mainly
the sharp slowdown of China's economy and the moderation in India's
economic growth. Lower growth earlier this year, reduced household
purchasing power, and tighter monetary policy drove a downward revi-
sion of 1.4 percentage points in the United States, with the country's
growth projected to slow down to 2.3 per cent in 2022 from 5.7 per cent
last year. In China, further lockdowns and the deepening real estate cri-
sis have led growth to be revised down by 1.1 percentage points to 3.3
per cent growth in 2022, with major global spillovers. In Europe, signifi-
cant downgrades reflect spillovers from the war in Ukraine and tighter
monetary policy. Global inflation has been revised up due to food and
energy prices as well as lingering supply-demand imbalances, and it is
anticipated to reach 6.6 per cent in advanced economies and 9.5 per
cent in emerging market and developing economies this year upward
revisions of 0.9 and 0.8 percentage point, respectively. In 2023, disinfla-
tionary monetary policy is expected to bite, with global output growing
by just 2.9 per cent. The IMF said that with increasing prices continuing
to squeeze living standards worldwide, taming inflation should be the
first priority for policymakers. Tighter monetary policy will inevitably
have real economic costs, but delay will only exacerbate them. Policies
to address specific impacts on energy and food prices should focus on
those most affected without distorting prices.

Global economy 
likely to slow down
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President Droupadi Murmu being greeted by Union Minister for Women & Child Development and Minority Affairs Smriti
Irani, Union MoS for Women & Child Development Mahendra Munjpara and Union MoS for Minority Affairs John Barla, at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. 

Space junk and risk to people’s life

MURMU MEETS UNION MINISTERS

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Article 48 of the
Constitution of India is one of
the Directive Principles
which directs the state to
make efforts for banning ani-
mal slaughtering of cows and
calves and other milch and
draught cattle. Of course, the
cow has long had a place in
Indian politics: the country’s
constitution includes a provi-
sion explicitly urging a grad-
ual movement toward full pro-
hibition of cow slaughter – a
ban that has already been im-
plemented in most states. The
cow was possibly revered be-
cause humans are relied heav-
ily on it for dairy products and
for tilling the fields, and on
cow dung as a source of fuel
and fertilizer. Cow protection
was a significant part of the
freedom movement, champi-
oned by a person no less than
Mohandas Gandhi himself.
Mahatma Gandhi said “Cow
protection to me is not mere

protection of the cow.
It means protection of that

lives and is helpless and weak
in the world.” Reverence for
cows is in the major texts of
the Vedic religion. Mahatma
Gandhi said  that "I worship it
and I shall defend its worship
against the whole world,"
Gandhi regarded Cow better
than the earthly mother, and
called her "the mother to mil-
lions of Indian mankind."
Cow protection has become a
highly politicized core of the
Hindu religion. Killing and
maiming innocent animals
for human consumption is the
most irreligious, immoral and
lowest human act. Indians
have reasoned that killing a
cow is like killing your own
mother. In India, the cow is
considered holy, and many de-
vout Hindus devote them-
selves to protecting cows from
slaughter and abuse — some-
times with violent results.
Cow protection didn’t become
India’s top political issue in

2017 overnight. There is a
strong history and back-
ground to it that allows the
BJP to garner such wide-
spread public support while
championing the bovine
cause. Cow vigilante groups
have become increasingly ac-
tive in many parts of India.
Rather than encouraging
these cow vigilantes to take
law into their hands, the gov-
ernment should strictly en-
force laws so that no such ille-

gal transportation or cow
slaughter occurs in the first
place. Animal slaughtering is
wrong as they are also sen-
tient beings and feel as much
pain as we humans do. Not
just cows but all the animals
should be protected and not
murdered to merely satisfy
our taste buds.

Breaking his silence on cow
vigilantes in the country our
PM Modi has already con-
demned their actions, saying
most of them were anti-social
elements masquerading as
gaurakshaks (cow protectors).
India has 150 million cows
today, giving an average of
less than 200 litres of milk per
year. The cow has been a sym-
bol of wealth in India since
ancient times. However, they
were neither inviolable nor
revered in the same way today.
Now a days, it has been
slaughtered in large numbers.
Commercial benefits are not
the only criteria in a human
life. Cow-based farming has

been the backbone of our
agriculture for centuries. The
cow is very much attached to
the sentiment and the cultural
traditions of the people. It is
to be remembered that cow is
the back-bone of Indian econ-
omy. India was golden bird
until cow was base of agricul-
ture. It is our duty to inform
the poorly informed the bad
consequences of animal
slaughter for human con-
sumption. We call the cow our
mother. It’s not our duty to
protect our mother? 

It is nice that the govern-
ment runs several goshalas,
shelters for old cattle, across
the country, but these are too
few and are not governed by
serious norms. Government
must put a check on  the peo-
ple who are running shops in
the name of cow protection
which welcomes donations
and outside help in the name
of cow protection. We need to
spread awareness about the
cow and its many uses.

T he increase in the tiger population in India tells a conservation
success story. The mortality of 29 tigers during the last three

years attributed to poaching tells a different story of the growing chal-
lenges of sustaining the conservation efforts. Growing human-wildlife
conflicts could also sound like the death knell for tiger conservation in
the country if effective steps are not taken to address it. The Central
government acknowledges habitat loss to be one of the main causes of
human-wildlife conflict. The paradoxical situation leaves nature lovers
baffled by the proposed move of the government to relax forest conser-
vation rules and decriminalization of environmental offences for the
sake of "ease of doing business". Official data from the quadrennial All
India Tiger Estimation Exercise, carried out in 2018, which assesses the
Status of Tigers, co-predators, and prey species, show that the tiger
population has increased to an estimated number of 2,967 as com-
pared to the 2014 estimation of 2,226 tigers. Tigers spotted during esti-
mation in 51 tiger reserves spread in 18 tiger range states account for
75% of the global tiger population. The debate over the accuracy of the
national tiger count continues to persist with some experts questioning
the methodology based on the double sampling framework adopted for
the estimation exercise. All India Tiger Estimation 2018 Brochure states
that in 2014, over 70% of the estimated tiger population was through
camera trapping where photographs of 1,686 individual tigers were ob-
tained. The remaining 30% of the tigers which were not captured in
camera traps but known to have tigers were estimated by the Spatially
Explicit Capture-Recapture (SECR) model where ecological covariates
of prey, habitat, and human impacts along with movement parameters
of tigers were used. Under the double sampling framework, forest staff
collects the first sample to generate information on tiger presence
using structured protocols along with information on prey, co-preda-
tors, habitat and human impact. The Central Government informed the
parliament that the average life span of the tigers in the wild is general-
ly 10-12 years and in natural ecosystem factors like old age, diseases,
internecine fights, electrocution, snaring, drowning, road, rail hits etc.,
and very high infant mortality observed in big cats, including tigers, ac-
counts for the majority of tiger deaths. Altogether 127 tiger mortality in
2021 and 169 human deaths by tiger attacks from 2018 to June 2021
were reported in the country which sounds the alarm bell on human-
tiger conflict threatening to derail the tiger conservation success story.
This calls for identifying the gaps in the strategy adopted by the
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) for managing human-
tiger negative interactions. The three-pronged strategy adopted by the
NTCA focuses on material and logistical support, restricting habitat in-
terventions and issuing Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) to deal
with the conflict. In case tiger numbers are at carrying capacity levels,
NTCA advises project tiger authority concerned or the range states to
limit habitat interventions so that there is no excessive spillover of
wildlife including tigers to human habitations. Further, in buffer areas
around tiger reserves, habitat interventions are restricted such that
they are suboptimal vis-à-vis the core/critical tiger habitat areas, judi-
cious enough to facilitate dispersal to other rich habitat areas only. The
SOPs to deal with emergencies arising due to straying of tigers to a
human settlement, tiger depredation on livestock, and rehabilitation of
tigers from source areas at the landscape level may sound effective but
quite challenging to implement without meticulous planning which is
also essential for tiger reserves to get adequate material and logistical
support under the Project Tiger scheme. Any dilution of existing forest
conservation rules aimed at making diversion of forest for develop-
ment easier, without ascertaining the likely impact on tiger landscapes
will jeopardise tiger conservation efforts. Once a pristine forest is frag-
mented and gone, managing human-wildlife conflict becomes difficult
and recurrence becomes normalized. Tiger conservation efforts ap-
pear to have been trapped in the dilemma of policymakers in choosing
between wildlife conservation and development priorities where forest
goes missing from the policy framework.

Tiger conservation 
framework
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Cow protection is the most important 
business of the human society

MONICA GRADY
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Fastest-growing
states 

Bhubaneswar:
Industries Minister
Pratap Keshari Deb
said on Thursday that
Odisha is one of the
fastest-growing
economies in India as
it became a “destina-
tion of choice” for
businesses in the
metal and allied sec-
tors due to natural re-
sources. Deb under-
lined that the govern-
ment took proactive
measures to broaden
industrial ecosystem
in the state with focus
sectors like chemicals
and petrochemicals,
textiles and apparel.
He pointed out that
the manufacturing
sector grew by 14.3 per
cent in the 2021-22 fi-
nancial year, while the
mining segment regis-
tered a growth of 18.1
per cent.

PCPIR policy
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is seeking
comments from stake-
holders on a proposal
to revise the
Petroleum, Chemicals
and Petrochemicals
Investment Regions
(PCPIR) policy of 2007,
Parliament was in-
formed on Friday. In
his written reply to
the Lok Sabha,
Minister of State for
Chemicals and
Fertilisers
Bhagwanth Khuba
said: “Till the policy is
revised and notified,
the existing provi-
sions will prevail”.
The minister also said
that the assistance
/funding under the
PCPIR policy cannot
be in the form of a
grant as there is no
provision for grants in
the existing policy.

Strengthening ties

Guwahati: Assam
Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Thursday
said the North-eastern
region can play a piv-
otal role in strength-
ening India’s ties with
several regional
groupings of South
Asia as a springboard
to facilitate bilateral
trades with those
countries. The region
is located in the mid-
dle of the fastest
emerging nations of
South East Asia and
the long international
borders that it shares
with these nations,
BBN (Bangladesh,
Bhutan and Nepal)
countries and China
gives it a unique geo-
graphical advantage,
he said.

Vision document
Chandigarh: Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Thursday
directed the Haryana
Kisan Kalyan
Pradhikaran to pre-
pare a ‘Vision
Document-2047’ at the
earliest to promote
agriculture and en-
sure the welfare of the
farmers. Besides this,
the Pradhikaran
should also constitute
separate committees
related to farming for
the welfare of farm-
ers, he said.

WAGON FACTORY INAUGURATION

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee addresses at the inauguration of
Titagarh Wagon Factory, at Uttarpara in Hooghly.

Gandhinagar, Jul 29: 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said India is now in compa-
ny of countries like the
USA, UK and Singapore
where new trends in the
global financial sector are
shaped. He said India is
one of the world’s leading
economies and should
build institutions that can
cater to its present and fu-
ture roles. Modi was speak-
ing at a function at the
Gujarat International
Finance Tech (GIFT) City
near Gandhinagar after
the laying foundation
stone for the International
Financial Services Centres
Authority (IFSCA) and in-

augurating the India
International Bullion
Exchange (IIBC) and NSC
(National Stock Exchange)
IFSC (International
Financial Service Centre)
and SGX (Singapore
Exchange Ltd) Connect
platform. Today, India is

standing in line with coun-
tries like the USA, UK and
Singapore where new
trends in the global finan-
cial sector are shaped. I
congratulate people of the
country for this achieve-
ment,” Modi said. India is
one of the world’s leading
economies and will grow
even bigger going forward;
we should build institu-
tions that can cater to our
present and future roles,
the Prime Minister said.
Modi said India accounts
for 40 per cent of real time
digital payments in the
world. Through the GIFT
City, India is laying strong
claim for its place in the in-
ternational financial serv-
ices sector, he said.

India in league of 
countries that shape global
financial sector trends: PM

Amazon Prime Day 2022
in India drives strong
membership growth

Mumbai, Jul 29: Prime
Day 2022 in India came to a
successful close this week-
end (July 23 and 24) with
members across India dis-
covering joy at the two-day
celebration with the best
deals, savings, new
launches, blockbuster en-
tertainment and more!
Prime members from 95%
of the pin codes in India
purchased during this
year’s Prime Day more
than 32,000 sellers saw
their highest ever sales
day. 1.5x more customers
signed up for Prime mem-
bership compared to last
year’s Prime Day, with 2
out of 3 new members
joining from outside of
Top 10 town/cities like
Rourkela, Mokokchung,
Kullu, Dholpur,
Nagapattinam, Tonk,
Sehore, Kanchipuram,
Raebareli, Ramgarh,
Thanjavur, Sawai
Madhopur, Yamuna
Nagar.

New Delhi, Jul 29: 

Telecom Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday exhorted the in-
dustry to actively pitch in
with suggestions as the
government looks to craft
a new legal framework for
the sector.

The Department of
Telecom (DoT) recently
floated a consultation
paper on the revamp of
telecom rules mainly to
keep pace with the change
in technology like 5G, sim-
plify laws and promote in-
vestments.

“We are committed to
ensuring that India’s regu-
latory system will become
the world’s best...a regula-
tory structure where you
(the industry) are able to
plan out investments, with
certainty,” Vaishnaw said.
He promised the industry
that all potential sources

of uncertainties will be re-
moved. Vaishnaw asked
the industry to actively
participate in the discus-
sion process, and come up
with suggestions.

“Just the Government
doing it alone will not
work...we want your active
participation and each
and every suggestion, we
will take it seriously as we
have done in the past,” the
minister said at a curtain
raiser event of the upcom-

ing India Mobile Congress
2022. The minister asked
the industry to participate
“very aggressively, dili-
gently, methodically in the
formulation of the new
law”.

The telecom minister
also said that the strong re-
sponse received for 5G
spectrum auctions reflect-
ed that the industry had
come out of the long peri-
od of pain and uncertain-
ty, leaving the legacy is-
sues behind.

He asked the industry to
build inclusive technology
for every part of the value
chain, and take benefit of
the Rs 500 crore per year
technology development
fund.

In his address, the min-
ister asked the industry to
go beyond considerations
of only profitability to also
focus on technology for all
sections of society.

Vaishnaw asks industry to offer suggestions 
As govt formulates new legal framework for telecom sector

New Delhi, Jul 29: 

Japanese carmaker
Honda plans to discontin-
ue its three models — Jazz,
WR-V and fourth genera-
tion City — in India by
March next year, accord-
ing to industry sources.
The company, which is
present in the country

through a wholly-owned
subsidiary Honda Cars
India, will be left with only
three models in its line up
— City Hybrid, fifth gener-
ation City and entry-level
sedan Amaze — after it
discontinues the three
brands. In December 2020,
the company had stopped
the production of Civic

and CR-V with the closure
of its Greater Noida plant
as it struggled to strength-
en foothold in the Indian
market. Sources said the
three models were being
phased out as the compa-
ny prepares to launch SUV
models in the market.
When contacted over the
issue, a Honda Cars India

spokesperson said: “The
company cannot comment
on the market specula-
tions.” Earlier this year,
the automaker had an-
nounced that it plans to
launch an SUV in the
country next year. The
company is currently in
the process of developing
the model, it had stated. In
December 2020, Honda had
announced the closure of
manufacturing operations
at its Greater Noida facili-
ty in Uttar Pradesh, thus
consolidating its produc-
tion activities at its second
plant at Tapukara in
Rajasthan. The Japanese
auto major had noted that
the move has been taken to
realign its manufacturing
operations with the goal of
improving business effi-
ciency.

Honda to discontinue Jazz, WR-V
and 4th generation City in India

New Delhi, Jul 29: 

Realme, the world’s
fastest-growing smart-
phone brand, has today
made numerous additions
to its extended AIoT port-
folio. The brand expanded
its wearables, hearables,
and tablets segment with
the launch of realme
Watch 3, realme Buds Air
3 Neo, realme Buds
Wireless 2S, and realme
PAD X. Along with that,
realme also entered new
categories to further ex-
pand its TechLife
Ecosystem portfolio with
the realme Flat Monitor,
realme Keyboard and
realme Pencil.

These products have
been launched as part of
realme’s ‘1+5+T’ strategy,
which aims to deepen
realme’s commitment to
providing its consumers
with an aspirational,
trendsetting lifestyle that
is in step with the newest

technological break-
throughs. Commenting on
the mega launch, Mr.
Madhav Sheth, CEO,
realme India, VP, realme
and President, realme
International Business
Group said, “realme be-
lieves in challenging and
altering the status quo via
innovative design and per-
formance.

It has always aimed to
provide Indian consumers
with the finest tech-
lifestyle experience possi-
ble, and introducing a di-
versified and comprehen-
sive variety of AIOT prod-
ucts underscores that
commitment.

We have reinforced our
focus on being a 5G de-
mocratizer in India this
year and offering high-
performing tech lifestyle
products for our con-
sumers to experience a
smart, flexible, trendset-
ting, and connected
lifestyle. We are driving

constant efforts to build
an entire ecosystem of
products with the smart-
phone as the hub, and the
support we have received
from our users over the
past few years has been
heartening.

We are truly grateful to
all of them.” Realme PAD
X is the brand’s latest ad-
dition to its tablet segment
and is the first 5G tablet in
the segment.

It is powered by a 6 nm
Snapdragon 695 processor
providing strong perform-
ance and brilliant image
quality. Featuring a 10.95’’
WUXGA+ Full View
Display with TÜV
Rheinland protection and
a screen-to-body ratio of
84%+, the realme PAD X is
full of industry-leading
features.

It comes with an inno-
vative limelight function,
revolutionizing the video
calling experience for
users.

Realme strengthens its AIoT product portfolio 
Mumbai, Jul 29:

Passenger vehicle sales
are expected to be robust
in July, driven by a large
order book and production
ramp-up, while commer-
cial vehicle volumes may
remain in an uptrend, a re-
port said on Thursday.
However, tractor volumes
are likely to decline due to
a high base and uneven
spread of the monsoon, ac-
cording to brokerage firm
Emkay Global Financial
Services, which has re-
tained a positive view on
the auto sector.

Emkay Global also ex-
pects an improvement in
two-wheeler sales on the
back of higher production
and inventory build-up
with dealers. Passenger
vehicle segment should
witness a robust growth
on a large order book and
production ramp-up, with
automakers such as Tata

Motors, M&M and Maruti
Suzuki expected to log 49
per cent, 28 per cent and 8
per cent volume growth,
respectively, in July, the
brokerage firm said.

For the two-wheeler seg-
ment, the brokerage esti-
mates a 35 per cent im-
provement in domestic
sales for Eicher Motor-
Royal Enfield, 6 per cent
each for TVS Motor and
Hero MotoCorp. Bajaj
Auto is likely to see a 2 per
cent improvement in the

domestic two-wheeler vol-
umes in the month,
Emkay Global said. In the
previous month, the pas-
senger vehicle domestic
sales grew 19.06 per cent
year-on-year at 275,788
units. Two-wheeler sales
during this period surged
23.4 per cent to 13, 08,764
units over the same month
last year, while three-
wheeler sales rose 184 per
cent year-on-year to 26,701
units, as per SIAM
(Society of Indian

A u t o m o b i l e
Manufacturers) June data.
Commercial vehicles
should remain in an up-
trend, with robust growth
in passenger and cargo
segments. E-way bill
trends indicate better
freight availability com-
pared with last year,
Emkay Global said.

The brokerage firm said
it expects a positive 58 per
cent year-on-year growth
in domestic sales for
Ashok Leyland, 55 per cent
for Eicher Motor-Volve
Eicher Commercial
Vehicle, 42 per cent for
Tata Motors, and 13 per
cent for M&M in the do-
mestic market. Tractor
volumes are likely to de-
cline due to a high base
and uneven spread of the
monsoons, it said and
added that it expects a 13
per cent decline in domes-
tic volumes for M&M and
16 per cent for Escorts.

Passenger vehicle sales expected to be robust in July: Report

Chennai, Jul 29: 

Automaker Nissan
Motor India on Friday an-
nounced shipping of over
one million vehicles,
reaching a significant
milestone in the export
segment, from the Renault-
Nissan manufacturing fa-
cility here. The company’s
latest product offering, a
red color sports utility ve-
hicle Nissan Magnite —
the one millionth vehicle
— was flagged off from the
Kamarajar Port here in the
presence of Nissan India
President Frank Torres,
Renault Nissan
Automotive India Pvt Ltd
Managing Director and
CEO Biju Balendran, and
senior company execu-
tives. “We are proud to cel-
ebrate our one millionth
Nissan vehicle exported

from India to the world.
Nissan India is a key hub
for the exports of com-
pletely built-up cars and
for parts supply,” Torres
said in a company state-
ment here. “A good exam-
ple is the export of our
most awarded bestselling
Magnite into Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh.

This is proof of the com-
petitiveness of our opera-
tions, including the Port fa-
cilities”, he said.

“We would like to con-
gratulate all our teams in-
volved for this great
achievement and extend
our heartfelt gratitude to
the Port officials and
Union and Tamil Nadu
government for their con-
tinued support,” he said.
Renault Nissan
Automotive India Pvt Ltd,
Managing Director Biju
Balendran on achieving
the export milestone said,
“this achievement rein-
forces our focus on expand-
ing and strengthening our
market presence across
global markets and estab-
lishes the Renault-Nissan
plant in India as a hub of
manufacturing excel-
lence.”

Nissan Motor India reaches 
significant export milestone

New Delhi, Jul 29: India
needs to set up 46,000 elec-
tric vehicle charging sta-
tions by 2030 to reach glob-
al benchmark, suggests a
white paper released on
Friday. EV charger ratio is
6 both for China and the
Netherlands, 19 for the US
while it stands 135 for
India. That means there is
one charger per 135 EVs in
India compared to 6 in
China, the white paper by
Alvarez and Marsal, a
global professional servic-
es firm, stated. The paper
was launched at an elec-
tric vehicle conference,
The EVConIndia 2022,
here. The paper highlight-
ed some key challenges af-
fecting EV adoption and
talked about six key issues
of affordability, range anx-
iety, supply chain, product
safety & quality, and inade-

quate access to financing.
With a large automotive
industry and pollution is-
sues, India is ripe for inno-
vation and rapid adoption
of EVs in times to come, it
said. Sub-segments of the
industry can grow at a
compounded average
growth rate of of 50-100
per cent over the next five
years if supply chain,
product safety, product
and battery innovation,
charging infrastructure,
and financing obstacles
are removed, the paper
suggested. “We believe
that if these issues can be
addressed by a concerted
effort by the industry
along with the govern-
ment support, India can
potentially become one of
the leading markets and
manufacturing hubs glob-
ally for the EV segment.”

India needs to set up 46,000
EV charging stations by 2030
to match global benchmark Gurugram, Jul 29: 

Ecom Express, one of
India’s leading technolo-
gy-driven integrated logis-
tics solutions providers to
the e-commerce industry,
today announced that
itwill be onboarding more
than 50,000 delivery part-
nersbythe end of
September 2022under its
flagship program‘Ecom
Sanjeev’.

The company is expect-
ing a spike in e-commerce
order deliveries during the
festival season andseeksto-
further strengthen its last-
mile capabilities. Since the
launch of ‘Ecom
Sanjeev’in 2021, the com-
pany has created massive
opportunities for delivery
partners – students, home-
makers, freelancers, part-
timers andthose looking to
supplement and maximize
their income. By joining

Ecom Expressnetwork,de-
livery partners can opt to
work in flexible times-
lots.Any individual –
fresher or experienced –
can take up this part-time
job by applying online
using ‘Ecom Sanjeev’ app
available on Google
Playstore.

The applicant
musthavea valid driving li-
cense and an android
smartphone. All personal
documents for enrollment
can be uploaded through
the app and the verifica-
tion is done at the nearest
Ecom Express delivery
center.

The company will also
beonboardingindividual-
swho do not own any
means of transportation.
Interested individuals can
apply using the Ecom
Sanjeev app or send a mes-
sage saying ‘’Hi’’on
WhatsApp to 7290066666.

Ecom Express to on-board
over 50,000 Delivery Partners 

ACROSS

1. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald

5. Mats

9. Mails

14. Water bird

15. Lincoln, et al.

16. Prank

17. Normal cost (2 wds.)

19. Gaze steadily

20. Expressed scorn

21. Taken illegally

22. Former (hyph.)

25. Philadelphia time zone (abbr.)

26. Bemoan

30. Object of adoration

31. Spys

32. Actress ____ Ryan

33. Gnaw

37. Exceed

38. Mineral spring

39. Egypt’s capital

40. Lip

41. Positive vote

42. TV pooch

43. Tilt

44. Wipes clean

45. Telepathy (abbr.)

48. Oval

50. “____ House”

52. Guarantees

57. Lettuce dish

58. Divine

60. Wash away

61. Toaster ____

62. Farm unit

63. Discourage

64. Garden plots

65. Detained

DOWN

1. Building wings
2. Meat cut
3. Be defeated
4. Starting bet
5. Mom and dad
6. Reside
7. Winter mo.
8. Compass direction (abbr.)
9. Pale color
10. Informed about
11. Not fresh
12. Becomes weary
13. Odor
18. Immediately!
21. City haze
23. Big drums
24. Bright thought
26. Thailand’s neighbor
27. Spanish water
28. Citi Field players

29. Ceases

33. House (Sp.)

34. Serpent’s sound

35. Great Lake

36. Sorrows

38. Close tightly

39. Touch lovingly

41. Holler

42. Decreases

43. President, e.g.

45. Relieved

46. Entrap

47. Aviator

49. Turned white

51. Produced

53. Western state

54. Paddy product

55. James ____ Jones

56. Winter toy

58. Corn unit

59. Adam’s mate
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You have a passionate nature, Aquarius.

Sometimes it’s difficult for you when other

people don’t share your exuberance. This is a

good time to tone things down a notch. There’s

some tension in the air, and your enthusiasm

only serves to annoy rather than charm, as it

usually does. Don’t pout. It’s only temporary.

Tomorrow you’ll be the center of attention

again and bestowing hugs and kisses to all.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

This is going to be a rather intense day,
Pisces. On the positive side, you’ll accom-
plish a lot. On the less positive side, you
may be exhausted by the end of the day.
You’re advised to try and pace yourself.
Remain focused on what’s truly important
rather than let yourself get caught up in
trivia. Keep the big picture in mind and the
little things will take care of themselves.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today it’s important that you make your

own decisions and stick with them, Aries.

Much as you prefer to depend on others,

your judgment really is best. You’ll be para-

lyzed if you think only of how others will

react to your decisions. You do know what is

best, and everyone will benefit when you

act on your beliefs. This is no time to be

wishy-washy. Just do it.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You’re a dreamer, Taurus. Everyone loves
you for it, but today the planetary aspects
urge practicality. There are personal issues
to resolve, and it does no good to have
your head in the clouds. This is a time to
focus on loved ones. Perhaps your partner
or your children feel neglected. Do what-
ever is necessary to let your family know
you’re available and eager to give them
what they need.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Much has happened recently, Gemini. Have
you allowed enough time to process it? It’s
likely that big changes are brewing at home
or work. Stay focused on the job at hand
rather than fret about events over which you
have no control. You may feel as if you’re on
a roller-coaster ride, but everything will set-
tle down in a few days. Blink to adjust your
eyes to the strange new light.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You’ve made progress these past few weeks,

especially where your temper is concerned,

Cancer. It has taken some effort, but it does

seem that you can overcome your tendency

to speak before thinking. Don’t lose the

ground you’ve gained. There’s one person

whose mission seems to be to make you

explode. Don’t let him or her rankle you. Take

a deep breath and rise above it.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

This is likely to be an intense day, Leo.

Family and friends may seem testy, so

you’re advised to stay out of their way.

Don’t worry - it isn’t anything you’ve done.

It’s the planetary energy. If you can go

someplace private and shut the door, do it.

If someone tries to pick a fight, don’t rise to

the bait. Tomorrow the air will clear and

good spirits will reign again.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

This isn’t the most cheerful time, Virgo,

because important issues are rearing their

heads again and forcing you to address them.

You’d rather not, but you can’t wish them

away. The time has come to deal with them

once and for all. It’s especially important that

you make an effort to make your home life

more positive and upbeat. Your loved ones

look to you to set the tone.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Don’t try to force anything or anyone right
now, Libra. You’ll find that today’s elements
are just as stubborn as you are. Today’s
planetary configurations will force you to
finally start to turn your dreams into reali-
ty, whether you want to or not. Face it -
you’ve been planning for a long time with-
out making much concrete progress. All
that is about to change.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You’re incredibly productive, with good business

sense, Scorpio. However, lately you may have

felt dissatisfied with where you are in life. As you

look around, you might wish you had more pos-

sessions to show for all your hard work. Don’t

pursue this line of thought. Real value comes

from relationships and the pride you get from

doing a job well. A new car or fancy clothes may

lift your spirits, but it’s superficial.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You have a keen analytical mind that has
served you well in business. Alas,
Sagittarius, this characteristic doesn’t
always serve you well in your personal life.
It’s likely that someone close has bristled
from your lack of empathy. Take time to
reflect upon the events of the past few
weeks. Did you inadvertently send a wrong
message? Correct any unintentional slights.
A simple “I’m sorry,” will do wonders.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This is the beginning of an exciting period in

your love life, Capricorn. Your relationship

with a significant other may have been in a

rut lately, but that’s about to change. Both of

you are ready for something big. Perhaps a

move is in store or you could both decide

commit to one another more permanently.

Follow your instincts, because they’ll lead you

where you’re meant to go.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sunny Leone on working
with Anurag Kashyap:
Dreams do come true!

AA ctress Sunny Leone calls it a "dream come true" as she says
filmmaker Anurag Kashyap is taking a "chance" to work

with her. Sunny took to Instagram, where she shared a picture
with Anurag and shared that her journey in the Hindi film industry
by no means has been "easy". "Yes my smile is "ear to ear"
because dreams do come true! I never in a million years thought
someone as amazing like @anuragkashyap10 would take a chance
on me. My journey has been amazing but by no means "easy". She
added: "After so many years of being in India and in Bollywood I
received a call asking if I would audition for a Anurag film." The
41-year-old actress says she will never forget that Anurag took
this chance. "There are moments in life where everything
changes…this is my moment in my head and heart. No matter how
things turn out you took a chance on me Anurag Sir and I will
never forget that in my life. Thank you for letting me be a part of
your amazing film. @dirrty99 & @sunnyrajani my steady rocks
guiding me… love you!." She did not share details about the proj-
ect. Sunny, whose real name is Karenjit Kaur, made her Bollywood
debut in Pooja Bhatt's erotic thriller 'Jism 2' in 2012 and shifted
her focus to mainstream acting with 'Jackpot', 'Ragini MMS 2', 'Ek
Paheli Leela' and 'Mastizaade'.

Are they really that different?
Both Garud and Thor have a gift - the

ability to empathize and help others!
Our Indian demi God Garud goes leaps
and bounds to protect his mother and
free her from the shackles of slavery
and while he fights with his serpent
brothers, he is essentially very compas-
sionate and kind and is not afraid to ex-
press his emotions. Thor, the God of
Thunder, lost his spunk after the events
of the endgame but after destroying
Thanos, he took some time to reflect and
is on the journey to kick-start a new
chapter of his life.

Fans are obsessing over Garud’s
wings and Thor’s hammer!

Yes, you read that right. Garud pos-
sesses magnificent wings that make
him the King of birds, whereas the
Mighty Thor has his Mjolnir and also
Stormbreaker, his mighty weapons and

companions from which he draws
strength. Both have become household
names and this one time Actor Faisal
Khan was shocked and pleased to see a
young fan tattooing his iconic wings on
the nape of his neck! Seems like Lord
Garud is quite the hearthrob and is suc-
cessfully creating ripples amongst the
millennials.

Mama's boy but cuter!
The two relate to their respective

mothers with a special attachment and
closeness that is narrated throughout
both of their life journeys. Frigga was
an exceptional mother to Thor and
Loki, and until her last breath, she
fought to protect Asgard. Thor gets his
will and strength from his mother. Vinta
on the other hand has blessed Garud
with the gift of knowledge and taught
him the true power of devotion. We ap-
prove of these kinds of Mama’s boys!

M ythology is back in the game as the
millennials seem to enjoy it. Whether

it is on the silver screen or in the theaters,
fans are flocking to catch a glimpse of their
favorite Gods. We have a fit Faisal Khan,
flaunting his toned abs and biceps as Garud,
the King of Birds coming alive on TV and a
dashing Thor - The Norse God of Thunder
also enticing with his ripped physique and
rugged good looks in the theaters near you.
With Thor’s latest flick, let's deep dive into
the astonishing parallels between the lovable
Norse God and the dashing Lord of the Skies.

K iran Karmarkar, a dynamic actor,
played the lead on national televi-

sion's favourite show with an epic run
'Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii'. His character
of 'Om Agarwal' became a household
name due to the intricate storylines of
the show. Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii re-
turns to the small screen, with its re-run,
on Star Plus. Let's find out what Kiran
Karmarkar thinks about it.

1. How do you feel about 'Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Kii' making a comeback?

I'm happy it's making a comeback on
Star Plus, starting from 2nd August,
every Monday to Sunday from 3:30 to
4:30. It is great to know that everyone
still remembers the show and it's back on
national television after 14 years. There
has been no other place where people
could watch the show, but now they will
be able to watch it all from the begin-
ning. It has become a part of my identity
now, as people recognise me as 'Om' from
'Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii'. It will be inter-
esting to see its comeback, and I feel
great to be a part of the show that made
history among the Indian television in-
dustry.

2. What are the changes which you
see in the television industry in re-
cent times?

Everything was so different a decade
ago, the acting, the shoot pattern, the
technology, and it used to be at a slightly
slower pace than it is now. The storyline
was so simple and the show was exactly
what the title said it is about."

3. What changed after your por-
trayal of 'Om Agarwal' on Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Kii'?

Once I was at Bhopal Airport being re-
ceived by fans along with a film-star. I
thought to myself that this person is a
Star for me and the fans are also taking
my autograph, saying that I was also a
Star to them. That was when I realized
how big the show had become but did not
know it would still be loved by everyone.

4. How did Balaji approach you for
the role of ‘Om Agarwal’?

I had prior experience of working with
Balaji. So, when they approached me,
they told me to think of the show as
Ramayana with me in the role of Ram.
This made me accept their offer and now
the show has made a big place in the au-
dience’s heart.

Tune in to get your daily fix of
'Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii' as it returns
on the 2nd August, every Monday to
Sunday from 3:30 to 4:30 pm, only on
Star Plus!

‘Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii changed my life’

A ctress Gwyneth
Paltrow says she

had to work "twice as
hard" because she has
famous parents.

The actress said that
while she "unfairly"
found her way into
showbusiness because
as the daughter of
celebrities, it was
difficult to prove her-
self because of the stig-
ma surrounding nepo-
tism, reports aceshow-
biz.com.

The 49-year-old star,
who is the daughter of
late film director Bruce
Paltrow and his actress
wife Blythe Danner,
said: "As the child of
someone, you get ac-
cess other people don't

have, so the playing
field is not level in that
way." She added:
"However, I really do
feel that once your foot
is in the door, which
you unfairly got in,
then you almost have to
work twice as hard and
be twice as good.
Because people are
ready to pull you down
and say 'You don't be-
long there' or 'You are
only there because of
your dad or your mom
or whatever the case
maybe be'."

However, the
"Shallow Hall" actress,
who herself is mother
to Apple, 18, and 16-
year-old Moses with
her ex-husband Chris

Martin, went on to ex-
plain that being the
child of someone in the
industry should not
"limit" someone be-
cause nobody should
have a "negative
impact" on anyone
else, reports aceshow-
biz.com.

Speaking to Hailey
Baldwin on the 'Who's
in my Bathroom?'
YouTube series, she
added: "But it shouldn't
limit you, because what
I definitely believe is
that nobody in the
world - especially any-
body that doesn't know
you - should have a neg-
ative impact on your
path or the decisions
that you make."

B ollywood superstar Shah Rukh
Khan's daughter Suhana Khan

will not be making her debut on the pop-
ular show 'Koffee With Karan' Season 7.
There are media reports that Suhana is
all set to make her acting debut with
Zoya Akhtar's Bollywood adaptation of
the popular comic 'The Archies'.

However, the show's host Karan has
debunked all rumours about Suhana
making her debut on the show with 'The
Archies' gang. He said: "It's not true."

'The Archies', produced under the
banner of Tiger Baby Films, also stars
megastar Amitabh Bachchan's grand-
son Agastya Nanda, late actress Sridevi
and Boney Kapoor's younger daughter
Khushi Kapoor, Mihir Ahuja, Dot,
Yuvraj Menda and Vedang Raina.The
film is due for a 2023 release on stream-
ing platform Netflix.

Suhana Khan is
not making her

debut on 
'Koffee With Karan'

Gwyneth Paltrow has to work 
‘twice as hard’ due to nepotism in Hollywood

Striking parallels between
Garud and  Norse God Thor
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BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  JJuull  2299  ((PPTTII))::

The region’s rich musical
heritage and inclusivity were
at the heart of the 22nd
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games opening ceremony here
as a joyful evening offered a
stupendous cornucopia of
colour, light and dance.

Drummer-percussionist
Abraham Paddy Tetteh started
things off at the Alexander
Stadium that was packed to
the rafters, and then, Indian
classical vocalist and compos-
er Ranjana Ghatak took the
lead, the section intended to
showcase the diversity of the
city. It was refreshing as the
Birmingham Games is the first
multi-discipline event since the
start of the pandemic to be
held without major COVID-19
restrictions. Meanwhile, as
many as 70 cars in red, white
and blue got together to form a
Union Jack, even as Prince
Charles, representing Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II,
arrived in his Aston Martin car

along with the Duchess of
Cornwall. The formation of
cars was a tribute to the city’s
incredible motor industry his-
tory. Just before that, the city
paid a tribute to the Queen,
even as a montage featuring
her stretched back to the black
and white era. After a spectac-

ular demonstration of
Birmingham’s culture and
diversity, the evening paid a
tribute to Charlie Chaplin, with
the legendary comedian being
hailed as one of the city’s
heroes. Between London and
Birmingham, his place of birth,
in fact, has been subject of

much debate. There was an
honorary mention of William
Shakespeare too, as the broad-
casters spoke about the
Shakespeare First Folio which
is in the new Library of
Birmingham — the largest pub-
lic library in the UK. Through
its printing press, the place’s

history was shown in all its
glory. Then there was a gar-
gantuan bull in the stadium,
pulled along by overworked,
underpaid female chain mak-
ers of the Industrial Revolution.
Till the time the raging bull
was there going on a rampage,
it was the cynosure of all eyes
at the glittering ceremony.
Perry the Bull, the Games mas-
cot, got its name because of
the city’s iconic Bull Ring mar-
ket, which has been around for
hundreds of years. “Our 72
nations and territories are all
here and Birmingham looks
magnificent,” Commonwealth
Games Federation (CGF) presi-
dent Louise Martin said.

“I believe this event will be
one of the greatest and most
important editions of the
Commonwealth Games in our
92-year history,” she added.
Then began the Parade of
Nations. As per CWG tradition,
Australia, being the host of the
last Games, entered first dur-
ing the Parade, followed by the
rest of the Oceania region.

CWG begins with spectacular
opening ceremony

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  JJuull  2299  ((PPTTII))::

India’s men and women table
tennis teams had easy starts to
their respective campaigns with
identical 3-0 victories over
Barbados and South Africa in the
Commonwealth Games here on
Friday. In a group 3 encounter
against minnows Barbados, the
pair of Harmeet Desai and G
Sathiyan steamrolled Kevin
Farley and Tyrese Knight 11-9,
11-9, 11-4 while veteran Sharath
Kamal made short work of
Ramon Maxwell 11-5, 11-3, 11-3
in less than 15 minutes. Sathiyan
then hardly broke a sweat before
disposing off Tyrese Knight 11-4,
11-4, 11-5 to seal the tie. In the

women’s event, the first on
court was the doubles duo of
Sreeja Akula and Reeth
Tennison, who combined well to
beat the South African pair of
Lailaa Edwards and Danisha
Patel 11-7 11-7 11-5 to hand
India the lead. Then, reigning
Commonwealth Games champi-
on Manika Batra, who became
the first Indian table tennis play-
er to win a gold in the women’s
singles in the last edition, lived
up to her billing and thrashed
Musfique Kalam 11-5 11-3 11-2
in the first singles match. Akula
then came back and scored a
dominating 11-5 11-3 11-6 win
over Patel in the second singles
to seal the tie for India.

Birmingham, Jul 29 (PTI):

Ace Indian boxer Shiva
Thapa began his

Commonwealth Games
campaign on a rousing
note by defeating
Pakistan’s Suleman

Baloch in the first round
of the 63.5kg category,
here on Friday. The 28-
year-old Thapa hardly

broke a sweat as he regis-
tered a comprehensive 5-
0 win over Baloch to
move to the pre-quarter-
finals of the light welter
weight.

Thapa, five-time Asian
Championship medallist,
was technically far supe-
rior to Baloch and landed
a flurry of sharp punch-
es on his opponent.

The former world
championship bronze
medallist also defended
well as he danced around
the ring with ease.

At one point, Baloch
lunged forward to punch
the Indian but Thapa ef-
fortlessly moved out of
the way as the Pakistan
boxer fell on the canvas.

TT: Indian men blank Barbados,
women crush South Africa

Manika Batra competes against South Africa’s
Musfiquh Kalam during the women’s team table tennis
competition Commonwealth Games in Birmingham,
England, Friday.

Shiva Thapa notches 5-0 win, moves to pre-quarters

India’s Shiva Thapa in

action against

Pakistan’s Suleman

Baloch during their

men’s over  

60kg-63.5kg 

(Lt Welterweight)-

Round of 32 boxing

match, at the

Commonwealth

Games 2022 (CWG),

at National Exhibition

Centre(NEC)

in Birmingham, UK,

Friday.

Birmingham, Jul 29 (PTI):

Australia beat India by
three wickets in the open-
ing Group A game of the
Commonwealth Games
here on Friday.

Electing to bat, India
posted a challenging 154
for eight in 20 overs with
skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur hitting a breezy
h a l f - c e n t u r y .
Harmanpreet smashed 52
off 34 balls with eight
fours and a six while
opener Shafali Verma
played an attacking knock
of 48 off 33 balls. Smriti
Mandhana (25 off 17 balls)
also started well but
couldn’t convert that into
a substantial knock. Left-
arm spinner Jess

Jonassen (4/22) was the
pick of the Australian
bowlers. Australia over-
hauled the target of 155
with an over to spare.
Ashleigh Gardner top-
scored for Australia with
a 35-ball 52 not out. For
India, Renuka Singh
grabbed four wickets for
18 runs, while Deepti
Sharma took two wickets.
Meghna Singh got one
wicket.

Brief scores

India: 154/8 in 20 overs
(Harmanpreet Kaur 52,
Shafali Verma 48, Jess
Jonassen 4/22).

Australia: 157 for 7 in 20
overs (Ashleigh Gardner
52 not out; Renuka Singh
4/18, Deepti Sharma
2/24).

Australia beat
India by 3 wickets

Australia’s Ash Gardner bats during the women’s
Twenty20 cricket match between Australia and India
on day one of the Commonwealth Games at Edgbaston
in Birmingham, central England, on July 29.

Cardiff, Jul 29 (AP):

South Africa took its
Twenty20 International
series with England to a
decider after easing to a
58-run win in the second
match. Rilee Rossouw
hit 10 fours and five
sixes in a 55-ball 96 not
out to steer the Proteas
to 207-3 in Cardiff after
being put into bat on
Thursday.

England was looking
to complete its third
highest T20 chase but
was all out for 149 in 16.4
overs, with Jonny
Bairstow the top scorer
on 30 and Tabraiz
Shamsi starring with
the ball with figures of 3-
27 off his four overs.

It was quite the turn-
around by South Africa,
which lost by 41 runs in
the first T20 on

Wednesday. The series
will be decided in
Southampton on Sunday.

“We held our catches,
we were lot clearer and
the batters were phe-
nomenal,” South Africa
captain David Miller
said. “We had a few
meetings this morning
to clear up a few things.
We had to pick ourselves
and did this game, which
is great.” England lost
wickets at regular inter-
vals. Jos Buttler made a
fast start with 29 off 14
balls at the top of the
order, while Jason Roy
(20), Moeen Ali (28) and
Liam Livingstone (18)
also failed to kick on.

“A few guys got starts
but didn’t play that
match-defining innings
that Rilee did,” said
Buttler, England’s cap-
tain.

SA wins 2nd T20 by 58 runs, takes series to decider

South Africa’s Rilee Rossouw celebrates after 
scoring a half-century.

Tarouba, Jul 29 (PTI):

Wicket-keeper batter
Sanju Samson on Friday

replaced an indisposed
KL Rahul in India’s T20I
squad for the ongoing se-
ries against the West
Indies, the BCCI said.
“KL Rahul was earlier
named in the squad and
his participation in the
T20I series was subject to
fitness.

The batter tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 last
week and has been ad-
vised rest by the BCCI
medical team,” BCCI sec-
retary Jay Shah said in a
statement. Sanju
Samson was part of the
squad in the recently
concluded ODI series
that the team won 3-0 and
scored a half-century in
the second game.

Sanju Samson replaces
KL Rahul in T20I squad

Dubai, Jul 29 (PTI):

Two-time World Cup-
winning captain Ricky
Ponting has backed Steve
Smith to come out of his
“indifferent” form as
Australia gears up for the
much-anticipated tour of
India early next year, say-
ing there is nothing wrong
with the star batter’s tech-
nique. Ponting reckons the
opposition teams may
have found ways to put
brakes on Smith’s free-
flowing batting.

“The best way to de-
scribe it is, it (Smith’s
form) has been indifferent.
For four or five years, he
has been so incredibly con-
sistent, making consistent-

ly high scores, making
four, five or six hundreds
in a Test match calendar
year and he hasn’t been
able to do that in the last
couple of years,” Ponting
said on ‘The ICC Review’.

“I have watched him
quite closely, and I don’t
think there is anything
technically there that has
changed too much.

“Opposition teams
maybe have finally started
to work out the way they
can slow him down from
scoring quickly or have
found some ways to attack
him and get him out,” he
added. Australia will tour
India in February-March
next year for a five-Test se-
ries, which is part of the
World Test Championship
(WTC) 2021-23 cycle.

Prior to the Test match-
es, Australia’s white-ball
team will travel to India
for a three-match T20I se-
ries.

Ponting backs Smith to 
come out of indifferent form

Umag (Croatia), Jul 29 (AP):

Top-seeded Carlos Alcaraz
eased past Norbert
Gombos 6-2 6-3 to start the
defense of his first ATP
title at the Croatia Open.
The 19-year-old Spaniard

became the second-
youngest player this centu-
ry to break into the top five
in the rankings, which
were announced Monday.
Only Rafael Nadal did it at
a younger age since 2000.
The fifth-ranked Alcaraz,

who lost in the final at the
Hamburg European Open
last week to Lorenzo
Musetti, broke Gombos
four times while saving all
seven break points he
faced on Thursday.

Alcaraz and Nadal are
tied for most ATP titles
this year four.

He will play Facundo
Bagnis in the quarterfi-
nals. The Argentine beat
French qualifier Corentin
Moutet 6-3 6-1.

Franco Agamenone
upset fourth-seeded
Sebastian Baez 3-6 6-1 7-5
for his second ATP main
draw victory while fellow
Italian qualifier Marco
Cecchinato upset eighth-
seeded Musetti 6-4 6-3.

Alcaraz cruises at Croatia 
Open, Musetti, Baez eliminated

Locals wade through a waterlogged street following incessant monsoon rains, in Moradabad, Friday.

MONSOON WOES

‘7.58 cr people got 
precaution dose of Covid

vaccine as on July 26’
New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

A total of 7.58 crore
people have got the
precaution dose of
Covid vaccine as on
July 26, Minister of
State for Health
Bharati Pravin Pawar

informed the Lok Sabha on
Friday. In a written reply,
she said that according to
WHO, 203 countries have
included booster or addi-
tional dose in their COVID-
19 immunisation schedule.

For individuals infected
with COVID-19, all vaccina-
tion, including precaution
dose, is to be deferred by
three months after recov-
ery, Pawar said. Precaution
dose is available under the
Covid vaccination pro-
gramme for all eligible ben-

eficiaries above 18 years,
after six months from the
date of administration of
the second dose.

Under the 'Covid
Vaccination Amrit
Mahotsava', precaution
dose is available free of cost
to all beneficiaries aged 18
years and above at all gov-
ernment covid vaccination
centres from July 15.

"With the launch of the
special initiatives of 'Har
Ghar Dastak' and 'Covid
Vaccination Amrit
Mahotsava', there is a sig-
nificant increase in the de-
mand and administration
of precaution dose across
the country. As on July 26, a
total of 7.58 crore benefici-
aries have received precau-
tion dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine," Pawar said.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh on Friday asked
young IAS officers to be
proactive as well as re-
sponsive to the citizens'
needs and aspirations.

Interacting with Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officers of the 2020
batch undergoing a three-
month stint as Assistant
Secretaries in the Central
government, he said tech-
nology and innovation
hold the key to addressing
the gaps in delivery and
implementation.

"But the basic prerequi-
sites are dedication and
commitment of the public
servants with a pro-people
attitude, which means
being proactive as well as
responsive to the citizens'
needs and aspirations
while remaining mindful
of the concerns," said
Singh, the Minister of

State for Personnel.
He said "we also need to

build trust between the
government and citizens"
as no society can prosper
peacefully and attain its
potential with a trust
deficit between the gov-
ernment and citizens.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been
emphasising people's par-
ticipation as the essence
of good governance
through 'Sabka Sath,

Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Viswas aur Sabka Prayas',
Singh said, "So, trust is
central to governance,"
the minister said. He said
that while one key to good
governance is technology,
the other essentially is
moral standard.

"Technology fosters
transparency and hence
accountability, which is
the basic feature of good
governance, while moral
standards impart legiti-
macy. "These two togeth-
er will usher in a new po-
litical culture preparing
the ground for bringing
in transformational,
path-breaking reforms,"
Singh said.

The Union minister said
that he was informed that
this batch of 175 officers
has 108 officers with an en-
gineering background and
many officers with a back-
ground in medicine, man-
agement, law and arts.

Patna, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Bulldozers have pulled
down the Dutch-era district
engineer's office building in
the Patna Collectorate cam-
pus as part of a redevelop-
ment project, even as the
fate of a heritage vault and
a vintage clock housed in
its two rooms is currently
unknown.

On Friday, a massive pile
of bricks and dismantled
iron beams lay deposited on
the site of the landmark
structure on the banks of
the River Ganga, with
labourers saying the mas-
sive central portion of the
iconic structure was demol-
ished a couple of days ago.
Barely two rooms in its
small west wing, one of

which houses an antique
hanging skylight has been
left standing, bringing an-
other chapter of Patna's era
to an end. The building's
elongated east wing was de-
molished on July 3 to make
way for the new
Collectorate complex.

The demolition took
place, ironically, nearly two
weeks after a team of ex-
perts from the Patna
Museum had visited the
Patna Collectorate demoli-
tion site on July 13 and in-
spected an over-a-century-
old steamroller made by a
British company, the
unique skylight and the
vintage safety vault housed
in a room of the district en-
gineer's office building in
its sprawling campus. The

vintage clock was mounted
on a wall in one of the
rooms on one end of the
now-demolished central
portion of the building
while the colonial-era safe-
ty vault was embedded in a
room on its other end.

Heritage lovers from vari-
ous parts of the country on
Friday expressed fear that
the two antique items --
safety vault and clock --
might have been buried,
and blamed it on "bureau-
cratic delay" on part of the

authorities, saying not a
single vintage item has
been rescued even though
the demolition began mid-
May and its team inspec-
tion happened over two
week ago.

From Patna to Kolkata
and Delhi to Haryana, his-
tory aficionados and antiq-
uity experts had appealed
10 days ago to the museum
authorities to "urgently
shift" the steam road roller,
manufactured by John
Fowler and Co. of Leeds,
England, and other vintage
items away from the demo-
lition site of the historic
Patna Collectorate.
Abhishek Ray, Kolkata-
based heritage enthusiast,
who has hunted many rare
vintage relics in the past

several years in various
cities in the country, said, "I
am shocked that nothing
has been rescued from the
demolition site yet.

What are museum au-
thorities waiting for? We
don't even know the fate of
these old items, whether
these were moved out or got
buried." "Patna Museum is
a prestigious institution
and isn't it the job of its offi-
cials to preserve our her-
itage. The vintage vault and
other items from the
Collectorate demolition site
should have been shifted by
now, but this lapse has hap-
pened due to bureaucratic
delay. It is very sad, authori-
ties don't accord priority to
heritage, more so when it is
threatened," he alleged.

Jammu, Jul 29 (PTI): 

A family member of
Flight Lieutenant Advitiya
Bal, who was one of the two
IAF pilots killed in a plane
crash on Thursday, ex-
pressed regret over the way
he died while flying an "ail-
ing" aircraft instead of
"fighting enemies". He also
urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh to immediately retire
the entire fleet of ageing
MiG-21 jets so that no more
young lives are lost.

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) pilots were killed
Thursday night when their
twin-seater MiG-21 trainer
aircraft crashed during a
training sortie near
Barmer. Wing Commander
M Rana from Himachal
Pradesh was the second

pilot. "Our child was pas-
sionate about fighting ene-
mies on the battlefield, but
after his death in the crash,
his goal will remain unful-
filled," his uncle Karamveer,
who is a retired army per-
sonnel, said. "I want to re-
quest the prime minister
and defence minister to re-
tire the MiG-21 (fleet) so that

no more youngsters lose
their lives," he added.
Hundreds of people from
various parts of Jammu
thronged the house of the
IAF pilot in Jindermehlu
hamlet in the border belt of
R S Pura to share the grief
of the family members.
Several of them said Bal
was a "new age role model"
for the children of the vil-
lage and they were proud of
his martyrdom. One of
them was Sanjay Singh,
who is preparing for the
National Defence Academy
(NDA) examination -- gate-
way for candidates aspiring
to join defence forces -- after
getting inspired by Bal.

"He was a role model for
all of us. Since childhood,
he was passionate about
becoming a fighter pilot
and fulfilled his dream,"
Singh said.

Nashik, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Nationalist Congress
Party president Sharad
Pawar on Friday hit out at
the Eknath Shinde-
Devendra Fadnavis dispen-
sation in Maharashtra
claiming there was no sign
of a cabinet expansion
even as the state faces a
"flood situation". Chief
Minister Shinde must ob-
serve and learn from the
visits of opposition leaders
to various affected areas so
that people get relief, he
added.

"It is about a month now
(the Shinde government
was sworn in on June 30)
but there is no sign of min-
isters. There is a flood situa-
tion in the state and farm-
ers are in trouble. A team of
ministers is necessary to
work in such a situation,"
he told reporters. "However,
the chief minister-deputy
chief minister are confi-

dent that they will run the
government on their own,
and, hence, there is no sign
of a cabinet expansion," he
added. Talking about tours
of opposition leaders to af-
fected areas, Pawar said the
CM must observe and learn
from them as these are not
visits for "felicitations" but
to understand the woes of
the people. "You can see the
contradiction. The chief
minister must learn some-
thing from this," he assert-
ed. Queried on the longevi-
ty of the new government,

Pawar claimed he was not
an astrologer to predict
such things but added that
his party was ready for

polls whenever they take
place. When people get to
cast their votes, the scene
will be different, Pawar

said, adding that his party
would keep a close watch on
how the new government
functions.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

A day
after two
IAF pilots
were killed
in a MiG-21
trainer air-
craft crash,
BJP MP
V a r u n
G a n d h i

called the plane a flying cof-
fin and asked when will the
frequent crashing aircraft
be removed from our fleet.

The Indian Air Force pi-
lots were killed Thursday
night when their twin-
seater MiG-21 trainer air-
craft crashed during a
training sortie near
Barmer. The IAF said the

aircraft was on a sortie
from Utarlai air base and
the accident took place at
around 9.10 pm in which
both the pilots lost their
lives. "The whole country is
shocked and saddened by
the incident in Barmer yes-
terday. For a few years now,
the MiG-21 has been in-
volved in frequent acci-
dents. The aircraft alone
has claimed the lives of
about 200 pilots," Gandhi
said in a tweet in Hindi.

"When will this 'flying
coffin' be removed from
our fleet? Parliament of
the country has to think,
will we allow our children
to fly this plane?" the MP
from Uttar Pradesh's
Pilibhit said.

Engineering student ended 
life due to stress over debts: SIT

Bhopal/Raisen, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Indebtedness drove
Bhopal-based engineer-
ing student Nishank
Rathore (21) to commit
suicide, a Special
Investigation Team said
on Friday.

Nishank's body was
found cut into two pieces
on railway tracks in
Barkedhi-Midghat area
of Madhya Pradesh's
Raisen district on the
evening of July 24.

His last message to his
father had given rise to
suspicion that the death
was connected to the
controversy caused by
suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma's re-
marks about Prophet
Mohammad.

It was not a murder,
said an SIT official here
on Friday. As per the
SIT which was formed to
probe the death,
Nishank's last mobile
phone message, written
in Hindi, to his father
read that "there is one
punishment for affront
to the Prophet head sev-
ered from the body."

The message sent the
state government and
police into a tizzy. He
had posted similar mes-
sage on his Instagram
account too.

But the SIT official
said on Friday that
Nishank had taken
loans from some people
and also from at least 18
online instant loan apps,
and was worried about

repayment.
It was not a murder. It

was a suicide. On June
23, a day before the sui-
cide, he had borrowed
Rs 50,000 from his sister
to pay his college fees,
but did not actually pay
the fees, the official said.

He might have written
the message mentioning
"affront to Prophet" to
win the support of
Hindu nationalists by
portraying himself as a
martyr or to get the gov-
ernment's help for his
family, the official
added.

"The line 'Nabi ki shan
me gustakh maf nahi'
had been doing rounds
after the killing of a tai-
lor in Udaipur for back-
ing Nupur Sharma," he

added.
No one knows what

was weighing on his
mind. We are all only
making guesses, the offi-
cial said.

No one had picked up
Nishank's phone -- found
near the body -- after his
death, probe officials
found. The device was
password-protected.

Nishank hailed from
Seoni-Malwa in
Hoshangabad district
and was studying at a
private engineering col-
lege in Bhopal.

The last message was
sent from his mobile
phone at 5.44 pm on July
24, minutes before he
was hit by a speeding
Grand Trunk Express at
6.02 pm.
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‘When will this flying coffin
be removed from our fleet?’

Varun Gandhi on MiG-21 crash

Varun Gandhi

‘Maha facing floods, farmers in trouble
but no sign of ministers’

‘Advitiya Bal joined IAF to fight 
enemies, not die in plane crash’

Family members of Flight
Lieutenant Advitiya Bal react
as they wait for his mortal
remains, at his residence in
Jammu, Friday.

Historic District Engineer’s Office building demolished
Fate of vintage vault, clock unknown

A construction worker among the rubble of demolished
District Engineers office building in the Collectorate
Campus, in Patna.

UNION MINISTER TO IAS OFFICERS

‘Be proactive, responsive
to citizens’ needs’



Mishap
GGuurruuggrraamm::  A 15-year-old
boy died under suspi-
cious circumstances
here on Friday after
falling off the seventh
floor of a building where
he lived, police said.
According to police, it
was still unclear whether
the Class 10 student,
resident of Sector 45,
fell accidently or died by
suicide by jumping 
from the common bal-
cony on the floor.

Arrested
GGuurruuggrraamm:: hree bounc-
ers were produced in a
city court and sent to
judicial custody in con-
nection with the assault
on a couple at a toll
plaza here, police said
on Friday. A couple was
allegedly beaten up by
the bouncers at Ghamroj
toll plaza on Gurugram-
Sohna road on 
Tuesday afternoon.

Seized 
BBaannkkuurraa:: Sixteen people
were arrested and 52 mt
of illegally mined coal
seized in West Bengal’s
Bankura district, police
said on Friday. Acting on
a tip-off, Monohar vil-
lage in Barjora police
station area was raided
around on Thursday,
they said. In the raid,
heaps of illegally mined
coal from Barjora North
coal mine, totalling
around 52 mt, were
found in the 
village, they added.

Booked
GGoonnddaa:: A man here was
booked for allegedly
raping a middle-aged
woman on the pretext
of marriage, police said
on Friday. The woman
in her complaint
alleged that the
accused had been rap-
ing her for the last
three years with a
promise of marriage
and threatened to kill
her when she pres-
surised him for mar-
riage, Station House
Officer (Nawabganj) Tej
Pratap Singh said.

Watery grave
JJaaiippuurr:: Two youths
drowned in a pond in
Rajasthan’s Sawai
Madhopur district on
Friday during a picnic,
police said. Adil
Mohammad, 22, and
Mohammad Tariq, 23,
both residents of Jaipur,
had gone to
Ranthambore for a pic-
nic with their friends,
Circle Officer (City)
Rajveer Singh said.

PARLIAMENT MUSEUM

Visitors at the Parliament Museum located in Parliament library building, in New Delhi, Friday.
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BRIEF

Former president Ram Nath
Kovind presents a memento

to a religious leader 
during the Ashirwad

Samaroh at Vigyan Bhawan,
in New Delhi, Friday. 
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Chennai, Jul 29 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said the ruling NDA has
changed the notion that a
strong government means
it should control every-
thing and everyone and
hailed the spree of sec-
toral reforms, insisting it
has opened up new av-
enues and given the much
required infra push.

A strong government
does not control every-
thing or everyone. It con-
trols the system’s impulse
to interfere. It is one that is
not restrictive but respon-
sive, he said in his address
at the 42nd Convocation of
Anna University, Tamil
Nadu’s premier technical
varsity. “A strong govern-
ment does not move into
every domain. It limits it-
self and makes space for
people’s talents. A strong
government’s strength re-
lies in its humility to ac-
cept that it cannot know or
do everything. This is why

you see reforms in every
sphere that make greater
space for the people and
freedom”, he said.

“The scrapping of near-
ly 25,000 compliances is
boosting ease of living.
Removal of angel tax, re-
moval of retrospective tax
and reduction of corpo-
rate tax are encouraging
investments and indus-
try,” he said.

The reforms in drones,
space and geo-spatial sec-
tors are opening up new
avenues while those in the

infrastructure sector
through the Prime
Minister Gati Shakti
Master Plan are creating
world-class infrastructure
at “speed” and “scale”, he
said. “There is taste for
technology, trust in risk-
takers and temperament
for reform. All these fac-
tors are creating a plat-
form for you where oppor-
tunities are created, sus-
tained and grown”, he
said. Terming the COVID-
19 pandemic as ‘unprece-
dented’ and once in a cen-

tury crisis, he said the
country faced it confident-
ly due to its scientists and
common people. The pan-
demic “tested” every coun-
try, he noted. “India faced
the unknown confidently,
thanks to its scientists,
health care workers, pro-
fessionals and common
people. As a result, today
every sector in India is
bursting with new life,
whether it is industry, in-
novation, investment or
international trade. India
is at the forefront” he said.

Mungeli, Jul 29: A popu-
lar folk singer has been ar-
rested in Mungeli for al-
legedly killing a man who
had some time earlier
taken blame for a crime on
behalf of the former in re-
turn for money and a mo-
torcycle, a police official
said. The official said a
man was found severely
injured at Dharampura
village on national high-
way 130 under Jarhagaon
police station limits on
July 22 and he died on ad-
mission to a nearby hospi-
tal. “A probe identified the
man as Rajkumar Parte
(35). We found he was beat-
en up on July 20 and left
for dead along the high-
way. On Thursday, we ar-
rested folk singer Gofelal
Gendle (43) for the crime,”
he said. “It was found that
Gendle had bought a
stolen tractor trolley some
time ago. He convinced
Parte to take the blame in

return for money and a
motorcycle. Parte under-
went a jail sentence and
approached Gendle for the
money and motorcycle on
his release,” he said.

Not wanting to pay him,
Gendle and an associate
took Parte to Dharampura
area on July 20, plied him
with liquor and beat him
up severely, the official
said.

SSuukkmmaa,,  JJuull  2299::  

A Naxal, carrying a reward
of Rs 5 lakh on his head, was
killed in an encounter with
security forces in Sukma dis-
trict on Friday, police said. The
gunfight took place this morn-
ing in a forest near Bindrapani
village when a team of the
District Reserve Guard (DRG)
from neighbouring Dantewada
district was out on an anti-
Naxal operation along the
inter-district border, Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
Range) Sundarraj P told PTI.
During the operation, the face-
off between security forces
and some Naxals occurred
twice. The body of the Naxal
was recovered following the
second one, he said. Acting on
specific inputs, the patrol team
had launched the operation on

Thursday night in forest along
the inter-district border during
which an exchange of fire
broke out between the two
sides in forest that falls in
Dantewada, he said. However,
after a brief encounter the
ultras escaped even as the
security forces continued
searching the area, he said.

“This morning again a gun-
battle started, in which the
ultra identified as Rakesh
Madkam, who was active as
Katekalyan area committee
member of Maoists, was
killed,” the IG said, adding that
a weapon and other Maoist-
related material was recovered
from the spot. As many as
eight cases related to Maoist
incidents were registered
against Madkam, who was car-
rying a reward of Rs 5 lakh on
his head, he said.

Ambikapur, Jul 29: 

A moderate earthquake
of 4.6 magnitude hit some
parts of Korea district in
north Chhattisgarh in the
wee hours of Friday, offi-
cials said.

Two employees of
South Eastern Coalfields
Limited (SECL) suffered
minor injuries when they
fell while trying to move
to safety on sensing the
tremor inside an under-
ground coal mine in the
district.

This is for the second
time this month that the
district has reported
earthquake of above-4
magnitude. On July 11, a
4.3 magnitude earthquake
had hit the same area in
the district.

“A 4.6-magnitude earth-
quake was felt in the area
around Baikunthpur, the
headquarters of Korea
district adjoining Madhya
Pradesh, at around 12.56
am. The epicentre of the
quake was 16 km deep
from the surface of the
earth,” a government offi-
cial here said.

It was a moderate cate-
gory earthquake that did
not cause any major de-
struction, he said, adding
that it could, however, re-
sult in damage to kutcha
(mud) houses.

Korea Collector
Kuldeep Sharma said
minor tremors were felt in
the area and so far no loss
of property or lives was
reported from the after-
shocks.

Local officials have been
instructed to carefully
monitor the situation and
report if damage has been
caused, he said.

As per the preliminary
report, two employees of
SECL who were inside its
Charcha underground
coal mines suffered minor
injuries when they fell
down while trying to come
out after sensing the
tremors, the collector
said.

An SECL official said
the two injured employees
were shifted to a local hos-
pital, from where they
were referred to a private
hospital in Bilaspur dis-
trict for further treatment.

Their condition was
stated to be out of danger,
he added.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  2299  ((PPTTII))::

The Central Vigilance
Commission on Friday asked all
government departments and
public sector banks to keep it
and CBI informed about pend-
ing cases seeking sanction for
prosecution of corrupt offi-
cials. Citing Supreme Court
directions and the guidelines
prescribed by the Department
of Personnel and Training
(DoPT), the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) said the
competent authorities are
required to decide on the
requests for grant of sanction
for prosecution within a period
of three months. For cases
requiring legal consultation,
the period may, for reasons to
be recorded in writing, be
extended by a further period of

one month, it said in an order.
“It has been noticed that after
the advice of the commission,
the competent authority con-
cerned sometimes sends the
matter either to their adminis-
trative ministry or DoPT for a
final decision, without intima-
tion to CVC or CBI,” the probity
watchdog said. To keep the
CVC and CBI informed of the
stage in which the case is
pending, all competent author-
ities are required to mark a
copy to CVC and CBI of their
communications with DoPT/
CVC/CBI/ administrative min-
istry on such cases, the com-
mission said in the order. The
order has been issued to chief
vigilance officers of central
government departments and
public sector banks among oth-
ers.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

A Delhi Court on
Friday convicted former
Coal Secretary H C Gupta
and former joint-
Secretary in the Ministry
of Coal (MoC), K S
Kropha, for criminal con-
spiracy, cheating, and cor-
ruption in a coal scam
case related to the irregu-
larities in allocation of
Lohara East coal block in
Maharashtra.

Special Judge Arun
Bhardwaj also convicted
Grace Industries Ltd.
(GIL) and its Director
Mukesh Gupta for crimi-
nal conspiracy and cheat-
ing, and posted the matter
for August 4, when the
court will hear argu-
ments on the quantum of

sentence to be awarded to
four convicts.

Gupta was earlier con-
victed in three other coal
scam cases and his appeal
against those convictions
is pending before Delhi
High Court. He is cur-
rently on bail.

According to the CBI,
between 2005 and 2011,
the accused persons
hatched a criminal con-
spiracy and cheated MoC,
and the Government of
India by dishonestly and
fraudulently inducing the
MoC to allocate ‘Lohara
East Coal Block’ in favour
of GIL based on false in-
formation about net
worth, capacity, equip-
ment, and status of pro-
curement and installation
of the plant.

CBI also stated that the
company, in its applica-
tion, claimed its net
worth as Rs 120 crore
whereas its networth was
only Rs 3.3 crore and that
the company also falsified
its existing capacity as
1,20,000 TPA against
30,000 TPA.

The Supreme Court on
August 25, 2014, cancelled
the entire allocations of
coal blocks.

Today’s order was the
11th conviction in the
coal scam cases secured
by the prosecution.

The trial of the case
was conducted by senior
advocate R S Cheema,
Deputy Legal Advisor of
CBI, Sanjay Kumar, and
senior public prosecutor
A P Singh.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury on
Friday tendered a writ-
ten apology to President
Droupadi Murmu for his
‘rashtrapatni’ remark, a
day after a political
storm erupted over it.

In his letter to the
President, he said he
mistakenly used an in-
correct word for her and
it was a slip of tongue.

“I am writing to ex-
press my regret for hav-
ing mistakenly used an
incorrect word to de-
scribe the position you
hold. \

I assure you that it
was a slip of the tongue.
I apologise and request
you to accept the same,”
Chowdhury said in his

letter to the President.
While talking to re-
porters during a protest
at Vijay chowk on
Wednesday, Chowdhury
had used the word ‘rash-
trapatni” for President
Murmu, that created a
major political row with
the ruling BJP raising
the issue in Parliament,
demanding an apology
from him and Congress
President Sonia Gandhi.

With the BJP launch-
ing a massive offensive
against him and Gandhi,
Chowdhury said he had
sought time from
President Murmu and
he would apologise to
her personally and not

to “pakhandis” (hyp-
ocrites) of the BJP.
However, it was not clear
whether the President
had given him time.

Proceedings in both
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha have been dis-
rupted for the second
day in a row over the re-
mark and BJP leaders
have been saying that
Chowdhury would have
to apologise.

The row also led to a
face-off in Lok Sabha be-
tween Gandhi and
Union minister Smriti
Irani following which
the Congress leaders ac-
cused BJP MPs includ-
ing Irani of subjecting
its chief to “brutal heck-
ling, verbal assault and
physical intimidation”
in the lower house.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

About 91 per cent or Rs
113.791 crore of the total
donations received by re-
gional political parties in
the country have gone to
five entities, according to
poll rights body
Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR).

A report prepared by
the ADR focuses on the
donations declared by the
regional parties during
the financial year 2020-21
to the Election
Commission of India
(ECI). The top five region-
al parties in terms of do-
nations declared are the

Janata Dal (United), the
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) and the
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS).

The report said 91.38
per cent or Rs 113.791
crore of the total dona-
tions received by the re-
gional parties have filled
the coffers of these five
parties. While the JD(U),
the DMK and the TRS
have declared an increase
in their donations, the
AAP and the IUML have
reported a decrease in the
donations as compared to
FY 2019-20.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

The Centre has decided
to reduce resolution time
of public grievances,
raised on a dedicated por-
tal, to a maximum of 30
days from the existing 45
days.

Besides, it has been de-
cided that a complaint re-
ceived from a citizen will
not be closed until an ap-
peal filed against it is dis-
posed of.

The disposed grievance
will be treated as closed
unless the citizen has filed
the appeal. If the appeal is
received from the citizen
against the disposed griev-
ance, the grievance will be

treated as closed only after
disposal of appeal, said an
order issued by the
Department of
Administrative Reforms
and Public Grievances
(DARPG).

DARPG, which is under
the Union Ministry of
Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions,
said it has undertaken a
comprehensive reform of
the Centralised Public
Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System (CP-
GRAMS) - an online portal
that allows people to raise
complaint against govern-
ment bodies — to make it
more responsive to the
needs of the citizens.

Govt cuts public grievances
resolution time to 30 days

To prioritise hearing urgent complaints

Adhir tenders written apology to Prez Murmu
 Says it was 

‘slip of tongue’

ADR STUDY

Five regional parties
receive 91% donations

COAL SCAM

Court convicts former Coal Secy, others

CVC TO GOVT DEPTS, BANKS 

‘Keep CBI informed on pending
sanction for prosecution cases’

4.6 magnitude quake hits Korea district
Two suffer minor injuries, no major damage reported

Naxal with Rs 5 lakh
bounty killed in encounter

Folk singer held 
for killing man

 Victim had taken

blame for his crime

some months earlier

About the incident

It was found that folk
singer Gofelal Gendle had
bought a stolen tractor trol-
ley some time ago. He con-
vinced Parte to take the
blame in return for money
and a motorcycle. Parte
underwent a jail sentence
and approached Gendle for
the money and motorcycle
on his release. Not wanting
to pay him, Gendle and an
associate took Parte to
Dharampura area on July
20, plied him with liquor
and beat him up severely
and threw him along the
national highway.

PM AT ANNA VARSITY CONVOCATION

‘Reforms opened up new avenues’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi awards a degree to a student during the 42nd
Convocation of Anna University, in Chennai, Friday.

‘India shapes
global financial
sector trends’

GGaannddhhiinnaaggaarr:: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday said
India is now in company of
select countries like the United
States, the United Kingdom and
Singapore where new trends in
the global financial sector are
shaped. He said after independ-
ence India limited itself within
its boundaries due to low self-
confidence and “slavery” of
hundreds of years, but now
things are changing and the
country is rapidly integrating
itself with global markets. Modi
was speaking at a function
organized at the Gujarat
International Finance Tec (GIFT)
City near Gandhinagar after the
laying foundation stone for the
International Financial Services
Centres Authority (IFSCA) and
inaugurating the India
International Bullion Exchange
(IIBX) and NSC (National Stock
Exchange) IFSC (International
Financial Service Centre) and
SGX (Singapore Exchange Ltd)
Connect platform.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2299:: St. Thomas
College, Kailash Nagar- a sister
institution of St Thomas
College, Ruabandha whichwon
best college award- has been
newly opened in Industrial
Estate, Bhilai. The happy news
ofthe opening of the new col-
lege has been enthusiastically
received by the students and
parents of thelocality which is
well depicted in the queries
from the student community
and their parents.
Theadmissions are open for the
academic year 2022-23. 

St Thomas College, Kailash
Nagar is thelatest entrant to the
MGM Group of institutions pio-
neered and nurtured by HG Dr
StephanosMar Theodosius of
Blessed Memory. This is the
oldest and premier education
society in the cityof Bhilai and
runs 35 institutions of learning
including 4 higher educational
institutions. The college has
been established under the

aegis of the St. Thomas
Orthodox Syrian Church
Mission, Mission of the
Malankara Orthodox Church
and is under the stewardship of
Chairman of the College, His
Grace Dr Joseph Mar Dionysius,
Metropolitan of the Calcutta
Diocese. 

This mission sincerely serves
the cause of education and edu-
cational needs of the common
man in this truly Cosmopolitan
city. St Thomas College, Kailash
Nagar currently offers BCom,
BCA, BBA, and BSc. The college
plans to launch PG and research

programmes in the coming
years. The aim of the institution
is to be recognized as a premier
educational institution in the re-
gion, that provides quality aca-
demic environment that would
certainly help students to devel-
op and excel in academic as
well as non-academic skills. 

The salubrious environment
coupled with attractive infra-
structure of the College is sure
to stimulate the passion for ex-
cellence not only in students,
but also in staff. The College is
Wi-Fi enabled and has well -
equipped seminar and multi-

purpose halls. The College
takes pride in providing a clean,
safe and green campus with all
the state-of- the-art facilities. It
provides separate hostel facility
for girls and boys in its vast
campus. Students can also take
advantage of the health centre,
central library, canteen, well
equipped gym, ATM and stu-
dent store. 

The college also provides ex-
clusive well-maintained
grounds for Tennis, Badminton,
Volley Ball, Foot Ball, Hockey
and Cricket and an Indoor
Games Complex for ardent
sports enthusiasts. The college
has been approved by the
Department of Higher
Education, CG Govt and is affili-
ated to Hemchand Yadav
Vishwavidhyalaya, Durg. More
details about the college can be
obtained from
https://www.stcbhilai.in/ .
Students seeking. admission
may contact on 9039669887,
6261053548 or by Mail to stcb-
hilai2022@gmail.com.
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Bhilai, Jul 29: DAV ISPAT
Public School Sector-2
held the Investiture
Ceremony of its newly
formed Students' Council
for the session 2022-2023 . A
Special Assembly was
called on by the CCA de-
partment of the school to
celebrate the festival of
Hareli as well as witness
the Investiture Ceremony
of the school.

The assembly began
with the routine recitation
of the Gayatri Mantra and
the prayer song, followed
by the Thought of the Day,
Pledge for the nation.
Thereafter the
Headmistress of the
school, Priyanka Shukla,
was escorted by the mem-
bers of the students coun-
cil session 2022-2023, to the
dais with full dignity and
respect. Students of the
middle wing presented
some facts related to

Hareli before the
Assembly while two oth-
ers gave information re-
garding the significance of
the festival in our state.
The dance performance by
Priyanshi Yadav caught
everybody's attention as
she gave a beautiful ex-
pression to the Raj Geet of
the state " Arpapairi ki
dhaar..." through her
dance. Thereafter, the offi-
cial declaration of the
Students Council
Members was done by the
Headmistress of the
school. The school flag was
handed over to the School
Head Boy by the Sports

faculty Buddhiprada on
stage. The Members stood
in a single alignment on
stage ready to take the
oath. They pledgedthat
they would devote them-
selves fully for the well-
being and upliftment of
the school under the abled
guidance of their mentors
and Head of the school.
The school's Students
Council is as follows: P
Ajay Kumar ( Head Boy ),
SandaliDader (Head Girl),
Rajshikhar (Vice Head
Boy) Samiksha Sharma (
Vice Head Girl ), Suyash
Kr Shukla (Discipline
Secretary Boy),

MenkaRajbhar (
Discipline Secretary
G i r l ) ,
DomendraBhuarya
(Sports Secretary
Boy), Laxmi Sao
(Sports Secretary Girl
), Aditya Kumar (
Literary Secretary
Boy), Anmol Rajput
(Literary Secretary

Girl), Sameer Rangari (
Cultural Secretary Boy ),
Kirti Bala Rajput
(Cultural Secretary Girl).
The Head Boy and Head
Girl in their message to
the fellow mates spoke
about the sincerity and
dedication with which
they would serve the
school whenever needed.
The Headmistress,
Priyanka Shukla, congrat-
ulated the members and
also to the respective
house captains who also
have to should all the re-
sponsibilities with full sin-
cerity and dignity towards
the school.
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Bhilai, Jul 29: Executives
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
who are retiring in July
2022 were accorded a
warm farewell by the BSP
management on July 28,
2022. The farewell function
was organised in Director
I/c Conference hall.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c(BSP) appre-
ciated the work done by
them and conveyed his
best wishes to them for
their future. All the retir-
ing Executives shared
their experiences of
working with SAIL-BSP
during the farewell func-
tion.

19 Executives retiring
in July 2022 include SN
Abidi, CGM I/c
(Services), Ashok Kumar,
GM (Workshop), Navin
Prakash Singh, GM (SP 2),

Subir Kumar Daripa, GM
(PR), Gulab Shukla, GM
(Projects), Dr AL
Benjamin, ACMO(M &
HS), Dr Ashok Kumar,
ACMO(M & HS),
Ravindra Kumar Dodke,
DGM(CED), KC Agrawal,
DGM(SED), Shashi
Kumar Sihare,
AGM(Power Sys), Alok
Kumar Mitra, AGM (Plate
Mill), HL Chandrakar,
AGM(CO CCD), Ashok
Kumar Chandrakar,
AGM(Mines), Prakash

Narayan Pathak, AGM
(Nandini), TaranathSahu,
Senior Manager (SMS 2),
Alka Rani Sharma,
Principal (Education),
Manjit Singh, SM (Mines),
Mercy Johnson, SM
(Pers.) and Manoj Kumar
Verma, Mgr (SMS 2).

Earlier, 116 Non-
Executives were accorded
a farewell at Bhilai Niwas
on June 27, 2022. SK
Ghoshal, CGM (SMS 2)
was the Chief Guest on
the occasion.
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Bhilai, Jul 29: A one-day
training programme for
enhancing road and work
safety while working with
Mobile cranes was organ-
ised at SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant on July 28, 2022.

The training pro-
gramme was inaugurated
by ED (MM) AK Bhatta, at
HRDD training hall on
July 28, 2022, in the au-
gust presence of SK
Gajbhiye, CGM (Mech),
Sanjay Dhar, CGM
(HRD&BE) and GP Singh
Acting CGM Safety and
Fire services.

The dignitaries present
expressed the urgent need
for vigilant and safe work-
ing by operators and
praised the initiative. QR
code for easy access of
Dos and Don'ts for mobile
cranes, applicable specifi-

cally to Bhilai Steel Plant,
was also unveiled on the
occasion by AK Bhatta,
ED (MM). The QR code
will be pasted in cabins of
all Mobile cranes/ fowlers
working in Bhilai steel
plant.

Mobile cranes are in
use in steel plant working
for various material han-
dling activities. These
cranes handle heavy load,

move from one location to
other as per material han-
dling needs.

To ensure safety and en-
hance awareness on cor-
rect operating practices
for mobile cranes, the
need for such a pro-
gramme was felt by AK
Bhatta, ED (MM), Head of
Rail and Road Cross func-
tional team during discus-
sion in CFT meetings.

Accordingly, one day
training programme on
Mobile cranes has been
designed by Plant garage
under the leadership of
RB Gaharwar, GM(Plant
Garage). Hands on practi-
cal training on Dos and
Don'ts was also included
in the training module for
effective understanding of
mandatory safety proce-
dures by Operators.

The training pro-
gramme has benefitted 22
operators consisting of
regular as well as contrac-
tor employees involved in
operation of mobile
cranes. More such pro-
grammes are being
planned in the near future
with an aim to cover all
the operators working
with mobile cranes in
Bhilai Steel  Plant.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  2299::  The Grand Finale
of SAKSHAM & SAMARTH
SAIL level Management and
Business Quiz (MBQ)  was held
on Friday at HRD Centre, Bhilai
Steel Plant. The team from
Bhilai Steel Plant comprising of
Umesh Malayath, SM (CAS &
CWP) and Nivesh Vijayan, Mgr
(Pers) bagged the 1st position
in SAKSHAM SAIL level
Quiz.The team from Durgapur
Steel Plant consisting of Biraj
Kundu, AGM(DSP) and Ravi
Shankar, AGM(DSP) were the
1st Runners up while P Mitra,
GM (DSP)  and Anand Kumar,
Manager (DSP) were the 2nd
Runners up.

KK Singh, ED I/c( P&A) was
the Chief Guest at  the Prize

Distribution Ceremony.Singh
said that these events are help-
ful in enriching their knowledge
and awareness related to the
Business arena.  The SAKSHAM
Quiz for Executives was con-
ducted by Ajay Poonia (External
Quiz master) while SAMARTH
Quiz for Non-Executives was
conducted by Umesh Malayath,
Senior Manager (CAS & CWP)
and Aiman Ali, Manager (EMD)

as Quizmaster. The team from
Bhilai Steel Plant comprising of
Priyanka Raj Gupta and Priyanka
Madhuri Sahu, both OCTs from
SMS 2 bagged the 1st position in
SAMARTH SAIL level Quiz.
Shivendra Kumar and Priyank
Raj from BSL were 1st Runners
up while KrishnenduKarmakar
and Bubai Mukherjee from ASP
were the 2nd Runners up in
SAMARTH Quiz. 
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Bhilai, Jul 29: The coun-
selling process for admis-
sions in Post Graduate
Courses (MD / MS) is
going to commence in the
state in a couple of days,
but the fees for private
colleges are yet to be fixed
for the current academic
session. The private med-
ical colleges of the state
had received permission
to conduct PG courses in
clinical subjects in the ac-
ademic session 2021-22.

In the absence of fee
fixation in the state, the
private medical colleges
had charged the fees at
par with the fee structure
of Datta Meghe Institute
of Medical Sciences,
Wardha (Maharashtra). It

needs to be mentioned
here that the tuition fees
of private institutes helps
the students decide their
college options if they fail
to get a government seat.
Due to the delay in fee fix-
ation, the students of the
state are puzzled.

There are seven govern-
ment colleges and three
private medical colleges
in Chhattisgarh state.
The Department of Skills
Development Technical
Education and
Employment of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government had consti-
tuted an Admission and
Fees Regulatory
Committee in the month
of June this year. The
committee is chaired by
Retired District Judge

Prabhat Kumar Shastri.
In another develop-

ment, the National
Medical Commission
(NMC) to make medical
education more accessi-
ble in India has asked the
private colleges to keep
fees for 50 percent of their
seats at par with that of
the government medical
colleges of the particular
state. The guidelines are
to be mandatorily imple-
mented by the fee fixation
committee of each state
for their respective med-
ical colleges.

The benefit of this fee
structure would first be
made available to those
candidates who have
availed the government
quota seats. If the govern-
ment quota seats are less

than 50 percent of the
total sanctioned seats, the
remaining candidates
would avail the benefit on
merit basis.

Some of the students
seeking admissions in
Post Graduate Courses in
General Medicine,
Orthopaedics and
Dermatology stated that
the fees structure of pri-
vate medical colleges in
Chhattisgarh is higher
than the neighbouring
states. If they fail to get
admission in government
colleges, they will have to
seek admission in col-
leges of other states.

They added that the
process of counselling is
also very complicated.
The students and their
parents added that the

fees fixation of seats at
Private Medical Colleges
is the need of the hour as
it would help them to
choose options for admis-
sion.

The students added
that there is very tough
competition for admis-
sion in PG Courses as
even a single mark makes
a great difference. Many
of the meritorious stu-
dents are unable to pay
the fees of private col-
leges.

In such a situation, the
students who have scored
lower marks get admis-
sion in private colleges if
their families can afford
the fees. Such a situation
puts a big question mark
on the standard of med-
ical education.

RSR-RCET bags project of
‘Mission Amrit Sarovar’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 29: RSR-
Rungta College of
Engineering &
Technology (RSR-RCET)
run under aegisof Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions has received a
project of 'Mission
A m r i t S a r o v a r - J a l
DharoharSanrakshan'
which has been launched
by Ministry ofHousing
and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA).

Under this project
'Bapu Sarovar Pond' has-
been allocated to the insti-
tute. A team of 15 stu-
dents along with one

I n s t i t u t e N o d a l
Officer(INO) Pradeep
Kumar Nirmal has been
formed in this project.

The Government of
India has launched
Mission Amrit Sarovar -
Jal DharoharSanrakshan
keeping in mind the vi-
sion of Prime Minister to
protecttraditional water
bodies for ensuring water
security of cities by in-
volving youthand the
community.

MoHUA has mapped a
few culturally and histori-
cally significant water
bodiessuggested by the
states and proposes to tag
them with the nearby ma-

joreducational institutes.
In this series RSR-RCET
has been linked with
BapuSarovar. The stu-
dents of the college will
visit the water body to
document history,analy-
ses of water, survey of
surrounding area and ac-
tion plan for rejuvenation
ofthe water body.

On this occasion,
Chairman Sanjay Rungta,
Director Saket Rungta
,GroupDirector Dr Piyush
Kant Pandey, Assistant
Director Shajid Ansari,
Principal DrPankaj
Agrawal congratulated
the students for this mar-
vellous feat.

CM describes Dau Vasudev Chandrakar
as Krishna in true sense 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 29: Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar is
renowned as Chanakya of
politics in the state. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
termed him as Krishna in
true sense of Chhattisgarh
Maati. He added that Lord
Krishna is also known as
Vasudev. CM unveiled a

life size statue of his politi-
cal mentor - Dau Vasudev
Chandrakar at Malviya
Nagar Square on
Thursday. In his address,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel recollected his ex-
periences and memories of
his political mentor Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar.

CM said that any chap-
ter of politics cannot be

imagined without
Vasudev Chandrakar.
Public trust was para-
mount for him, he never
used to do any work keep-
ing morals at bay, he al-
ways raised his voice in
the interest of party work-
ers, general public, labor-
ers and farmers. CM de-
scribed Dau Vasudev
Chandrakar as the guide

of his life.
On this occasion,

Laxman Chandrakar and
Pratima Chandrakar ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. Along
with this, the sculptor and
architect who made the
statue of late Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar
were honoured. Padma

Shri Nelson (Sculptor),
Shambhu Tamrakar
(Architect), Mohan Baral
(Architect) and Kishore
Shinde (Engineer) were fe-
licitated.

Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu, MLA
Arun Vora, former MLA
Pradeep Choubey, RN
Verma, Durg Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal,
Speaker Rajesh Yadav,
Abdul Gani, Corporator
Babita Yadav, Laxman
Chandrakar, Sandeep
Vora, Devesh Mishra,
Sanjay Kohle, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre, IG Badrinarayan
Meena, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve and other public
representatives and offi-
cials were present.
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Late Chandrakar was an ocean of experience; his tales will be remembered forever 

Fees yet to be fixed for private medical colleges BSP bags 1st position in ‘SAKSHAM’ 
& ‘SAMARTH’ SAIL level MBQ

Training programme organised on safe 
operating practices of Mobile cranes (Fowlers) 

Superannuating employees
accorded warm farewell

Investiture ceremony organised at DAV Ispat Public School St Thomas College now in Kailash Nagar also
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Onkar Singh elected
President of CAAA, Afsar
Khan, General Secretary

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 29: Onkar
Singh has been elected
as the President of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Advertising Agency
Association (CAAA), Ad
agency’s election officer
Deepak Jain, patron
Shivaji Manthani and
Ajay Jain conducted the
election, which was sup-
ported by all the mem-
bers.

In this election, for
the post of President, all
the members unani-
mously elected Onkar
Singh as the President.
Onkar Singh, the newly
elected president of the
Advertising Agencies
Association of
Chhattisgarh, constitut-
ed a new executive body.

In this new executive,
Patron Ajay Jain,
Deepak Jain, Shivaji
Manthani, General
Secretary Afsar Khan,
Vice President Anoop
Verma, Joint Secretary
Vijay Ghosh, Treasurer
Hassan Naqvi, Public
Relations Officer
Virendra Shukla, be-
sides other members
Indira Jain, Atul Jain,
Praveen Deshlahra,
Rajiv Pathak, Rajesh
Duggad and Umesh
Banshi.

A five-member com-
mittee has also been
constituted for the
hoarding, which in-
cludes Manmohan
Parakh, Shivaji
Mathani, Ajay Jain,
Deepak Jain, and Vijay
Deshmukh.

CREDA  in association with BEE
conducts Stakeholders Meet 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 29:
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
(CREDA) in association
with Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE) has con-
ducted Stakeholders
Meet on Chhattisgarh
Energy Conservation

Building Code (CGECBC)
on  July  29th at Raipur.

During the workshop,
Alok Katiyar, CEO,
CREDA has briefed about
the journey of energy
conservation in building
construction from an-
cient age till the present
time and also explained
about the importance of
adoption of Energy
Conservation Building
Code (ECBC) in
Chhattisgarh State.
Chief Guest, Ankit
Anand, Secretary, Dept.
of Energy, Govt. of
Chhattisgarh praised the

work carried by CREDA
in the past years and also
stated about the readi-
ness and infrastructure
development required for
compliance of CGECBC
in Chhattisgarh.

Rajeev Gyani,
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Engineer, CREDA briefed
about the work which
has been carried out
under Chhattisgarh
Energy Conservation
Building Code till date.
Ms. Meenal Anand,
Project Engineer, BEE –
New Delhi, online pre-
sented the various as-

pects of ECBC notified
by Govt. of India along
with building star label-
ing program. Ashu
Gupta, ECBC Cell
CREDA explained about
CG-ECBC rules and com-
pliance procedure while
Ms. Prima Madan, NRDC
discussed about the suc-
cessful implementation
strategy of ECBC which
has been followed and
being practiced in other
states.

Display of energy effi-
cient building materials
was also showcased dur-
ing the event. The event
was attended by officials
from SUDA, UADD, Town
and Country Planning,
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board, HUDCO, CGPHB,
CG-COST, IIM, National
Institute of Technology
(NIT), PRSU and IIT.
Rajesh Trivedi, Chief
Engineer, Dinesh
Awasthi, Chief Engineer,
B. B. Tiwari,
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Engineer and other offi-
cials from CREDA also
participated in the pro-
gram.

Collector inspects newly constructed
college in Kharora

Raipur, Jul 29: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure visited the newly
constructed college of
Kharora today. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is likely to dedicate this col-
lege building to public on
2nd August.

Collector Dr Bhure in-
structed the officers to en-
sure all arrangements in
the college before public
dedication. He inspected

various classrooms of the
college including the
venue, stage to be con-
structed, helipad, parking
lot. He instructed electrici-
ty department officers to
make arrangements for
electricity connection. PHE
department officers were
instructed to solve water
problem. The Collector told
forest department officers
to make preparations for
plantation. The College
also instructed the PWD de-
partment CMO, police de-
partment and college offi-
cers and staff to make all
necessary arrangements

for the function. The
Collector also instructed to
make arrangement of fur-
niture in the college. The
SDM was asked to coordi-
nate with the principal of
the college.

He told the principal that
from August 3, the college
should be run systematical-
ly. He discussed the securi-
ty arrangements with
Senior Superintendent of
Police Prashant Kumar
Agrawal. He discussed
with DFO Vishwesh Kumar
regarding planting of fruit-
bearing and shady trees in
the college campus.

CJI Justice Ramana to deliver convocation
address at HNLU on 31st 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 29:
Hidayatullah National
University of Law
(HNLU) ranked 5th
among the National
Law Universities in the
country by India Today
magazine and a pre-
mier institute of the
State of Chhattisgarh is
all set to host its Fifth
on July 31st, 2022, from
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM at
Hotel Babylon Capital,
Raipur.

Justice NV Ramana,
Chief Justice of India
will be the Chief Guest
for the Convocation and
will deliver the
Convocation Address.
Bhupesh Baghel, Chief
Minister, Chhattisgarh
will grace the event as
the Guest of Honor.
Justice S Abdul Nazeer,
Judge, Supreme Court
of India and Visitor,
HNLU will preside over
the ceremony and
Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami, Chief
Justice, High Court of
Chhattisgarh and

Chancellor, HNLU will
award the Degrees.

Other notable digni-
taries include Justice
MR Shah, Judge,
Supreme Court, Justice
BV Nagarathna, Judge,
Supreme Court, Justice
Prashant Kumar
Mishra, Chief Justice of
Andhra Pradesh High
Court, Justice Sanjay K
Agrawal, Justice P Sam
Koshy, Judges of the
High Court of
Chhattisgarh, Justice
(Retd) G Raghuram (for-
mer Director of NJA
Bhopal) and Satish
Chandra Verma,
Advocate General of
Chhattisgarh.

P r o m i n e n t
Academicians attend-
ing the function include
Prof Ranbir Singh for-
mer Vice Chancellor of
NLU Delhi and NAL-
SAR, Prof, Paramjit  S
Jaswal Vice Chancellor
of SRM University,
Sonepat, Prof KL
Verma, Vice Chancellor
of Ravi Shankar Shukla
University of Raipur.

Eminent lawyers to

atend the function in-
clude RVenkataramani,
Senior Advocate of
Supreme Court, Govind
Miri, Senior Advocate
of High Court of
Chhattisgarh &
Supreme Court. Prof
VC Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor of HNLU
said, “The Convocation
will witness confer-
ment of degrees upon
160 students from the
BALLB (Hons) Batch of
2015-2020, 147 students
from the BALLB (Hons)
Batch of 2016-2021, 49
students from the LLM
Batch of 2019 – 2020, 61
students from the LLM
Batch 2020-2021 and 4
students for PhD”.

During the
Convocation Ceremony,
a total of 23 students
will be awarded with
Gold Medals for their
outstanding perform-
ance in academics in
HNLU which includes,
the Chancellor’s Gold
Medal, The University’s
Gold Medal,
Chhattisgarh State Bar
Council Gold Medal,

The Late Kamal
Narayan Sharma Gold
Medal, Late Shantidevi
Agarwal Memorial
Gold Medal, Vidyadhar
Mishra Memorial Gold
Medal, Dinesh Prasad
Srivastava Memorial
Gold Medal, Late
Hamidullah Khan Ex-
MLA Kabirdham Gold
Medal, Late K.P.
Munshi Gold Medal,
Syed Wakil Ahmed
Rizvi Gold Medal,
amongst other signifi-
cant medals.

The University
ranked 5th among
National Law
Universities by the
India Today and 50/100
among the world uni-
versities for real contri-
bution to society during
2021 and 2022 by the
World Universities Real
Impact (WURI) is con-
stantly contributing to-
wards advancement of
legal education in the
state and collaborating
with government bod-
ies for numerous re-
search and outreach
initiatives.

BJP to expose Congress
through social media

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul 29: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) would
focus on use of social
media to expose the ruling
Congress in Chhattisgarh
to create political scenario
in favour of the saffron
brigade.

BJP IT Cell Chief Amit
Malviya made the above
statement while address-
ing the inaugural session
of the three-day residen-
tial training camp of the
BJP here on Friday morn-
ing. BJP leaders from cen-
tral leadership also
stressed on the need to es-
tablish better co-ordination
among leaders from
Chhattisgarh to strengthen
the Organization ahead of

the next Legislative
Assembly polls to be held
next year.

BJP General Secretary
in-charge of party affairs D
Purandeswari said that
focus of the party has al-
ways been on training  and
added that the three-day
training camp would play
significant role as basic
ideology would be remind-
ed to the party rank and
file.

BJP also chalked out
strategy to corner the rul-
ing Congress on key  issues
including the promises
made to youth on employ-
ment as well liquor prohi-
bition which they have not
able to deliver so far.

BJP has also fixed 15
points on which they
would be focusing to
strengthen the party. BJP
Organizational General
Secretary Shivprakash and
other top leaders were
present during the training
session.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the BJP General
Secretary D Purandeswari
claimed that the Modi gov-
ernment has always been
supporting the state gov-
ernment for the develop-
ment of agriculture sector
which has help in econom-
ic upliftment of the farm-
ers. She added that nearly
11 crore farmers have been
benefitted with the special
fund being provided to
them by central govern-
ment.

On Chhattisgarh
Energy
Conservation
Building Code

College likely to be
dedicated on 2nd
August

Three-day training
gets underway

IAS Officer Pathak
given additional

charge of Revenue
Raipur, Jul 29: In a
minor administrative
reshuffle, the senior
Indian Administrative
Services (IAS) Officer
of 2007 batch Janak
Prasad Pathak has
been given additional
charge of Special
Secretary, Revenue
and Calamity
M a n a g e m e n t
Department and
would continue with
his present charge of
Special Secretary
Water Resources
Department.

Similarly, the 2010
batch IAS Officer
Ramesh Kumar
Sharma working as
Director Social
Welfare and addition-
al charge of Director
Land Records, has
been given the addi-
tional charge of
Director Printing and
Writing Material.

Secretary General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department Dr
Kamalpreet Singh has
issued order in this re-
gard from
Mantralaya.

Raipur, Jul 29: Apart
from youth turning 18 on
01/01/2023 to be eligible to
cast their votes and those
completing age of 18 years
on 01 April, 01 July and 01
October 2023 can apply for
enrollment in voters lists.
They can apply from
09/11/2022 to 08/12/2022.
According to Election
Commission of India with
updation of electoral roll
in every quarter the eligi-
ble youth can be registered
in the next quarter of the
year in which they have
completed the age of 18
years to be eligible to exer-
cise their franchise. This
was informed by Chief
Electoral Officer of
Chhattisgarh, P Dayanand
at a press conference here
today.

The Chhattisgarh Chief
Electoral Officer gave de-
tailed information in a re-
garding the brief voter re-
view and amendments in
various rules made by the
Election Commission of
India, New Delhi in con-

sultation with the
Ministry of Law and
Justice, Government of
India. Additional Chief
Electoral Officer Smt
Shikha Rajput Tiwari was
also present on the occa-
sion.

All the applications re-
ceived during and after the
revision of electoral rolls
in respect of the qualify-
ing dates (01 April, 01 July
and 01 October) after the
qualifying date 01.01.2023
will be disposed of by the
prescribed procedure on
the first month of the re-
spective quarter.

In the revision, this time
applications will be re-
ceived in new forms as per
the amendment made by
the commission. It should

be noted that the applica-
tions for transfer from one
constituency to another
will be received in Form-8
instead of Form-6 and dur-
ing this time the Aadhaar
number will be collected
from registered voters in
Form-6B.

The list of claims/objec-
tions received every week
by the Electoral
Registration Officers will
be conveyed to the politi-
cal parties. Apart from
this, this list will also be
displayed on the notice
board of the office and the
website of the Chief
Electoral Officer. Voter list
of initial publication and
final publication will be
made available free of cost
to all recognized political

parties.
Amendments have been

made in the election law
and rules by the Election
Commission of India, New
Delhi, the notification of
which has been published
in the Gazette of India on
June 17, 2022 and June 18,
2022. Detailed programme
and instructions have also
been issued by the
Commission for the annu-
al special brief revision
qualification date
01/01/2023 on 25 July 2022.
The Commission instruct-
ed to issue voters photo
identity cards (EPIC
cards) with new security
parameters. The EPIC
cards have to be sent to the
voters through speed post
from August 1, 2022.

Opportunity for youth to apply for
enrolment in voters list

First time voters
turning 18 on 01
April, 01 July and 01
October 2023 too
eligible to apply 

RRaaiippuurr,, JJuull  2299::  Police have
arrested two persons-one sus-
pected for involvement in
attempt of murder and another
suspected for involvement in
robbery. Both were caught with
Ganja. For a few days, the police
had been receiving information
that one zaman Irani was selling
drugs in BSUP Colony Irani Dera
at Saddu falling under jurisdic-
tion of Vidhan Sabha Police
Station. Information was also
received about one Yasin Ali who
is absconding in the case of
attempt of murder was hiding at
Irani Dera BSUP Colony.

Acting on the information the
police cordoned off Iranian Dera
BSUP located in Saddu and car-
ried out checking.

During checking the Yasin Ali
was arrested. Police also arrest-
ed Zaman Irani and confiscating
about 02 kilograms of ganja from
his possession. Action is being
taken against Zaman Irani by
registering the offense of
Narcotics Act in the police sta-
tion Pandri. The crime of robbery
is also registered against Zaman
Irani in the police station
Gudhiyari, in which he was
absconding.

Suspects of attempt of murder,
robbery arrested with Ganja

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  2299::  A meeting of
the State Level Broadband
Committee was held under
the chairmanship of Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on Friday. In the
meeting, a detailed discus-
sion was held to strengthen
the telecom network and
rural telecom network in the
state under the National
Broadband Mission. The Chief
Secretary directed the offi-
cers of Information
Technology Department and
BSNL to ensure broadband

facility in all the panchayats
of the state. Chief Secretary
reviewed the utility of Bharat
Net. Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief
Minister Subrat Sahoo also
attended the meeting. The
Chief Secretary instructed
the officer to provide  tele-
com network facility  for
banking facilities in remote
areas of the state. In the
meeting, detailed review of
installation of mobile towers
in LWE areas and aspirational
districts was done. The offi-
cials of Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited, Chips and
Information Technology
Department attended the
meeting.

State level broadband committee
meeting held



Neelam grants approval of Rs 12
lakhs for the construction of shed

Central Chronicle News

Magarlod, Jul 29: On
Wednesday, President
Agricultural Produce
Market Kurud Neelam
Chandrakar, representa-
tive Tarani Chandrakar,
Chairman Agriculture
Standing Committee,
District Panchayat
Dhamtari, the citizens of
village Kareli Badi de-
manded a courtesy meet-
ing and demanded con-
struction of a shed for
Gandhi Chowk Theatre.

Approval of Rs. 12 lakh
has been granted for the
same. Now the beauty of
Gandhi Chowk will im-
prove with the construc-
tion of the shed. The vil-

lagers said that the pic-
ture of the village will
change with the develop-
ment works, the villagers
were yearning for the
beauty of Gandhi Chowk,
now after the approval by
Neelam Chandrakar,

there was air of happi-
ness in their faces.

Awadh Ram Pal,
Chandu Jamre, Devendra
Pal Pokhan Yadav,
Yadram Nishad, Dumesh
Pal, Kali Neelkamal,
Tarendra, Rakesh, Jai

Sahu, Santosh
Mandeshree Ram Sahu,
Rajkumar Sonkar,
Jeevan Nishad Rupesh
Yadav made the much
awaited demand and
were glad to have got ful-
filled on time.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jul 29: For
the irregularity done by
the contractor and the en-
gineer in the construction
of the newly constructed
Higher Secondary School
building in Musra, Gram
Panchayat of the block,
the higher officials have
framed many charges,
blaming the concerned
employee and the contrac-
tor of the department.

Taking cognizance of
the complaint of rural
people's representatives,
MLA Daleshwar Sahu,
who is also responsible for
discharging the responsi-
bility of the Chairman
Backward Classes
Commission in the state
government, did not ask

for information from the
department, but the infor-
mation was taken through
the Vidhan Sabha.

Sarpanch Kawal
Nirmalkar was vocal and
opposed the irregularities
in the construction of the

building. In the report
prepared by the investiga-
tion team, it has been said
that cracks in the walls of
many rooms of the Musra
Higher Secondary School
building and in many
rooms the cement floor-

ing was not found to be of
standard.

The floor of one room
was sitting and cracks
would be seen and expo-
sure and joint were not
properly treated. The
building is looking very
bad due to the roof rain
water pipe being taken
out backwards and kept
at different lengths.

During the inspection
by the higher officials, it
has been said in the in-
structions given to the of-
ficer and the contractor of
the department that the
payment of cement floor
work will not be done, if
the payment has been
made to the contractor,
and then it should be re-
covered, in the remaining
amount.

NCC cadets celebrate
Kargil Vijay Diwas

Central Chronicle News

Bhod, Jul 29: As per in-
structions by the
Commanderof NCC
Raipur Group Brig. K Das
(VSM), a painting and
drawing competition for
NCC Cadets was organ-
ised on occasion of Kargil
Vijay Diwas on July 26. In
this 600 cadets from Bastar
region took part.

The news about this com-
petition was flashed in all
the instutitions where NCC
is being conducted. The
Command Officer

Chhattisgarh Girl's
Battalion NCC Col. Sanjay
Chawla (VSM) informed
that the NCC cadets were
informed about the impor-
tance of Kargil Vijay Diwas
and about the martyrdom
of the martyrs.

The people of the society
and country were passed
on the message through
NCC cadets. On this occa-
sion cadets of Chhattisgarh
Girl's Battalion NC offered
rich tributes to martyrs at
the Shaheed Smarak in
Jagdalpur and in the park
as well.

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Jul 29: On the
instructions of
Superintendent of Police
Dhamtari, traffic police is
continuously making
school children and gener-
al public aware of traffic
rules. As per the instruc-
tions of SP Prashant
Thakur, under the guid-
ance of Addl SP Megha
Tembhurkar Sahu, DSP
Traffic, Mani Shankar

Chandra, under the lead-
ership of Defense
Inspector / Traffic In-
charge K. Devraju, traffic
awareness program is
being run continuously.

Under the same traffic
awareness campaign, a
traffic awareness program
was organized at Anand
Marg School, Dhamtari,
in which guarded inspec-
tor-in-charge of traffic
K.Devaraju, giving infor-
mation about traffic rules
to the students, said that
by using safe helmets and
seat belts while driving,
accidents on the road can

be reduced, and by follow-
ing traffic rules, one's life
and that of others can be
protected.

He also informed the
children that when the red
light is on, stop behind the
stop line, when the green
light is on, if the path is
clear, then you can go, if
you are behind the stop
line if the yellow light is
on, then stop at the stop
line, cross the stop line
and if you have done so,
then proceed immediately.

In the program, 120 stu-
dents, principal reader
Pawan Kumar Sahu,
teachers Geetanjali Sahu,
Tulsi Sahu, Teleshwari
Netam, Hira Sahu, Subhit
Kumar Nishad, Parvati
Sahu, Lakhan Lal
Prateek, Nageshwari
Sori, Radha Sinha
Nileswari Sori, Rajkumar
Dhruva, Shri Narendra
Sahu from Traffic, P.R.
Hemant Uikey, Pramod
Sahu and others were
present.

500 acres of paddy crop ruined 
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Jul 29: A tempo-
rary earthen embankment
was built to protect the
paddy crop from floods on
the Parry river bank of
Kopra, which was broken
by the floods in the river in
the past.

And around 500 acres of
paddy crops have been
washed away in the flood
waters around it and for
this reason there is
tremendous displeasure
among the farmers re-
garding this matter. The
matter was raised in Lok
Sabha by Chunnilal Sahu,
MP of Mahasamund Lok
Sabha constituency dur-
ing Question Hour.

Sahu said in Lok Sabha
that the embankment on
the river bank temporarily
at Kopra was made of
mud, which was damaged

by rain and floods in the
river and 500 acres of
crops have been complete-
ly destroyed due to flood
water entering the fields
and there have been huge
potholes in many places in
the field.

Appealing to the central
government, he said that
there is a need to build a
permanent pucca embank-
ment in Kopra and for

this; the amount should be
sanctioned from the flood
disaster head.

On the other hand, SK
Burman, Executive
Engineer of Water
Resources Sub-Division,
Raipur, said that the em-
bankment will be 4 km
long. In which Kopra,
Tarra, Kuruskera and
Shyam Nagar will be built.

A budget of Rs 38 crore

is required for this. In the
year 20-21, a Steemit was
sent to the state govern-
ment for administrative
approval, but it could not
be approved. Again in the
financial year of 22-23, it
will be sent to the state
government for approval.
If it is approved by the
Central Government be-
fore this, then the work
can start, he said.

Minister Lakhma offers assistance
to flood affected people

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jul 29: State
Industries and Excise
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
on Friday met the flood af-
fected people in Konta to
know their well being. He
told that even during the
floods, he tried to reach
Konta twice, but could
only reach Errabor for the
first time and for the sec-
ond time his tour was post-
poned due to bad weather.

Today in the third at-
tempt after the floods, he
reached Konta and visited
the flood affected wards
and also inquired about
the damage caused by the
floods from the top offi-
cials. During this visit,
Keshkal MLA Santram
Netam, Collector Haris. S,
SDM Konta Bansingh
Netam and other officers

were present with him. He
also distributed blankets
and mosquito nets to the
flood affected. effect of
Godavari was there, there
has never been a flood situ-
ation like this before He
said that Konta is situated
on the banks of the Shabri
river and comes in the in-
undated area. Due to the
rise in the water level in

the Godavari river, the
water of Shabari creates
flood situation in the bor-
der areas including Konta.
This time flood situation
has arisen in 12 wards of
Konta Nagar Panchayat,
Dhondhara Panchayat and
partly in Injeram due to
rise in water level of
Godavari river.

The good thing was that

there was no high water
level in the Shabri river,
otherwise the flood situa-
tion could have become
more serious. He said that
during the floods, he re-
mained connected with
the situation of Konta
through the administra-
tion and local public repre-
sentatives from Raipur.

He also instructed the
public representatives in-
cluding the administra-
tion to provide all possible
help to the residents of
Konta, which was fol-
lowed by all the public rep-
resentatives including
Sukma District Panchayat
President Harish Kawasi.
The district administra-
tion and police adminis-
tration were also engaged
in relief work for the resi-
dents of Konta through-
out the time.

p At Anand Marg
School 
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Due to non-construction of Kopra embankment

Traffic awareness 
workshop organized 

e-auction system in Sambalpur
Division for commercial 

non-fare revenue contracts
Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Jul 29:
Indian Railways has
taken steps to bring
Commercial Earning
and Non-Fare Revenue
contracts under the
ambit of electronic auc-
tion through Indian
Railway e-Procurement
System (IREPS), in line
with prevailing e-auc-
tion of scrap sale.

The Ministry of
Railways has recently
launched e-auction for
Commercial earning and
Non-Fare Revenue (NFR)
contracts online. This
will not only increase
Railways earning but
also bolster efforts being
taken by the
Government for ease of
doing business.With this
e-Auction system, the te-
dious process of tender-

ing would get simplified.
The earning assets up

for auction will be parcel
vans, pay-and-use toilets,
advertisement rights on
station circulating areas
and coaches, air-condi-
tioned waiting rooms,
cloak rooms, parking
lots, plastic bottle crush-
ers, ATMs, station co-
branding, video screens
for content on demand
etc.

In the e-auction
process, a bidder from
anywhere in the country
needs to self-register once
for participating in the
auctions of any field unit
of the Indian Railways
through the portal. There
is no financial turnover
requirement for annual
contracts of up to Rs 40
lakh. A successful bidder
would be able to receive
acceptance online and

through email in a very
short span of time and
thus boosting the paper-
less process. Due to this e-
auction process, tenders
will be finalized instantly,
with better monitoring of
contracts. The contracts
agreements will be signed
digitally, to boost Digital
India initiatives.

The Sambalpur
Division has already
started working through
an e-auction system.
Many Commercial and
Non-fare Revenue con-
tracts have been uploaded
in the portal. The
Division appeals to all
concerned to take advan-
tage of the e-auction sys-
tem. Interested parties
may visit IREPS website
www.ireps.gov.in, for fur-
ther information and for
Sambalpur Division's
dates of e-auctions.

MLA demands action against irregularities
in school building construction Central Chronicle News

Nandini-Ahiwara, Jul 29:
A painting competition
using leaves of the trees
was held amidst children
on bag-less day i:e Saturday
in Government Primary
School, Medesara on
Monday. First the Head
Master Sunil Banchor cited
the importance of environ-
ment to children and sug-
gested them to conserve it.

This created awareness
among school children
about environment and
love for the nature. In this
competition, the children
used their creativity in the
paintings made and made
variety of colourful paint-
ings and the winning chil-
dren were awarded.

Helata Singh and
Varuna Tamrakar con-
ducted the programme. It
was under leadership of

Asst. Director Durg
District B Raghu under
'Navpahal', a new testimo-
ny of education is being
written.

Sankul  President

Rashiranjana Banshiyar
hailed the organisation of
such a contest for children
and Siddharth Bhuwal -
Sankul Co-ordinator also
hailed it. In this pro-

gramme KK Dhurve,
Ishwari Thakur, Nitin
Singh, Bhushan Sahu,
Rukmani Soni, Pratima
Dubey, and parents and vil-
lagers were present.

Painting competition using tree leaves held

Central Chronicle News

Nandini-Ahirwara, Jul 29:
Due to heavy rains for last
two days since Sunday on-
wards, the working in en-
tire area has been badly
disrupted and it has
thrown life out of gear.

Though with change of
weather, it has come as a
big relief to denizens of

city from scorching heat
and humidity and at the
same time it has brought
smile on the face of the
farmer who are busy now
with the farming activities.

The farmers of the re-
gion are seen daily carry-
ing their cattle and tiller fit-
ted at the back for digging
of soil in their farm and
then the sowing and other

work has been started. The
farmers are trying to take
up sowing of saplings of
paddy soon and many have
even completed.

The rains have brought
big smile on the face of
farmers, as the sowing
which was done earlier was
drying up due to lack of
rains in last one-two weeks.
The sowing work of seeds
start with start of monsoon
season, but this time due to
delay of almost a month in
arrival of the monsoon, the
crop harvesting too is going
to be delayed.

But two days back the
monsoon showers lashed
the region and heavy to
light showers were wit-
nessed. With rains there is
sufficient water in the
farms and it has restored
smile on the faces of
farmers.

Rains bring smile back on face of farmers

TIGER CONSERVATION

Artists dressed as tigers ride an e-rickshaw to raise awareness for tiger conservation, on the occasion of
International Tiger Day, in Patna, Friday, July 29.

TRAFFIC JAM

Vehicles stuck in traffic jam on Delhi-Gurugram Expressway during monsoon rain, in Gurugram, Friday, July 29.
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BRIEF

Passenger safety
Hyderabad: Civil
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Friday asserted
passenger safety is
paramount to the gov-
ernment and that
DGCA’s measures to
ensuring this would
continue in the com-
ing days in the back-
drop of increased
technical snags being
reported by different
airlines in the coun-
try. The DGCA, the
aviation safety regula-
tor has conducted
many spot checks and
other measures and
appropriate action
has been taken com-
mensurate with those
checks and audits, he
said.

Man arrested
Noida: A 29-year-old
Delhi-based man has
been arrested by the
Noida Police on
charges of embez-
zling Rs 50 lakh from
the company where
he worked, officials
said on Friday. Puneet
Shrivastava, who
lives in East Delhi’s
Vinod Nagar area,
was arrested on
Thursday from near
Sector 15 metro sta-
tion here, police offi-
cials said. The ac-
cused worked in
ACTAS Technologies
private limited which
had filed a complaint
with the Phase 1 po-
lice station here, al-
leging that he had ille-
gally transferred Rs
50 lakh of the compa-
ny into his bank ac-
count and those of his
relatives, a police
spokesperson said.

UP woman gang-raped
Gonda (UP): A
woman was allegedly
raped by her husband
and his cousin and
later divorced
through ‘triple talaq’
for not giving dowry
here, police said on
Friday. The accused
husband, Mohammad
Adnan from Lucknow,
was arrested on
Thursday and an FIR
has been registered
against him and his
cousin who is ab-
sconding, they said.
The woman in her
complaint alleged
that her husband
used to demand
dowry and used to
beat her over it. Due
to the alleged vio-
lence, she had started
living at her maternal
house,
Superintendent of
Police Akash Tomar
said.

Vlogger surrenders 
Kochi: Vlogger
Sooraj Palakkaran,
who was on the run
after a case was regis-
tered against him for
allegedly insulting a
woman by portraying
her in a bad light
through social media,
surrendered before
police on Friday. The
vlogger turned him-
self in days after the
Kerala High Court
had dismissed his an-
ticipatory bail, saying
it was a crime to make
derogatory remarks
through social media.
He surrendered be-
fore the Ernakulam
South police.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI):

In the wake of the
Gujarat hooch tragedy,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday expressed
concern over the business
of spurious liquor and
drugs in the state, and asked

which ruling forces are giv-
ing protection to the
“mafias” involved.

Forty-two people from
Botad and neighbouring
Ahmedabad district have
died so far after consuming
the spurious liquor on July
25, while 97 people are still

admitted to hospitals in
Bhavnagar, Botad and
Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Minister of State for Home
Harsh Sanghavi has said.

“In ‘dry state’ Gujarat,
many houses were de-
stroyed due to the consump-
tion of spurious liquor.
Drugs worth billions are
also being recovered from
there continuously,”
Gandhi said in a tweet in
Hindi. “It is a matter of
great concern, on the land
of Bapu (Mahatma Gandhi)
and Sardar (Vallabhbhai)
Patel, who are these people
who are indiscriminately
doing the business of intox-
ication?” the former
Congress chief said.

Which ruling forces are
giving protection to

spurious liquor mafias
in Gujarat, asks Rahul

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI):

India has been taking
the lead in raising the
issue of climate finance
and its efforts have ex-
posed exaggerated claims
by developed countries
that the goal of mobilising
USD 100 billion per year to
help developing countries
is close to being met, the
government has said.

At the 15th Conference
of Parties (COP15) of the
United Nations
Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC) held in
Copenhagen in 2009, devel-
oped countries committed
to jointly mobilise USD 100
billion (one billion =100
crore) per year by 2020 to
address the needs of the
developing countries.

At COP21 in Paris, with
the developed countries

having failed to keep their
commitment, it was decid-
ed to extend the USD 100
billion per year goal
through to 2025.

India has been taking
the lead in raising the
issue of climate finance at
the UNFCCC and in other
multilateral forums.
India’s efforts have repeat-
edly exposed exaggerated
claims by developed coun-
try agencies that this goal
is close to being met and
have shown that the cur-
rently mobilised climate
finance is in reality much
less, Union Minister of
State for Environment
Ashwini Kumar Choubey
told the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday.

The minister said India
has also been in the lead in
calling for clarity in the
definition of climate fi-
nance, and in clarifying

the importance of scale,
scope and speed in the de-
livery of such finance.

India has always main-
tained that climate finance
should be new and addi-
tional (with respect to
overseas development as-
sistance), predominantly
as grants and not loans, as
well as balanced between
mitigation and adaptation,
he said.

Currently, there are sev-
eral issues with respect to
the definition of climate fi-
nance, transparency of
the estimates and the
progress made. There are
sharply varying estimates
of the extent to which the
mobilisation target has
been achieved, the govern-
ment said.

According to the fourth
Biennial Assessment of
the Standing Committee
on Finance of the UNFC-

CC, the total public finan-
cial support by developed
countries amounted to
USD 45.4 billion in 2017
and USD 51.8 billion in
2018.

In an unprecedented
step, the final decision of
COP26 at Glasgow noted
with deep regret that this
commitment of developed
countries in the context of
meaningful mitigation ac-
tions and transparency on
implementation has not
yet been met, Choubey
said.

In the final decisions at
COP26, it was agreed that
prior to 2025, the
Conference of Parties
shall set a New Collective
Quantified Goal (NCQG)
from the floor of USD 100
billion per year, consider-
ing the needs and priori-
ties of the developing
countries.

India has exposed exaggerated claims by developed countries: Govt

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI):

In a bid to empower
women from low-income
groups, Greenpeace India
has delivered bicycles to
over 450 women labourers
in Delhi and Bengaluru as
part of the ‘power the
pedal’ campaign.

Focusing on the issue of
gender equality in mobili-
ty, the campaign aims to
create a community of
5,000 cyclists of female do-
mestic labourers, who will
act as changemakers on
the streets, fighting pollu-
tion and climate change,
Greenpeace India, an envi-
ronmental organization,
said in a statement.

Most of the women who
participated in the cam-
paign are aged between 40
to 50 years and the majori-

ty of them walk to their
workplace as they cannot
afford to avail any other
modes of transport, it
said.

Nandi (48) and her hus-
band Amarkant (54), who
reside in a slum in south
Delhi, cycle 20 to 25 kilo-
meters every day to sell
balloons in different mar-
kets across the national
capital.

We don’t have any other
option. Over the years, the
city has got fancy air-con-
ditioned buses and metro.
We are not even allowed to
travel with balloons. We
felt like those modes of
commuting were never
meant for people like us,”
Nandi said.

Pavitra (41), a domestic
worker who participated
in the campaign in Delhi,

said walks more than two
kilometers every day to
reach her workplace in
Kailash Colony.

Domestic workers who
have been cycling to their
workplaces are now able to
commute in the city better.
I had to walk every day be-
cause I can’t afford to have
my own private transport.
I am hardly making
money to get necessities
like food. Public transport
is not an option as it will
consume more time,” she
said.

Talking to PTI,
Greenpeace India’s cam-
paign manager Avinash
Chanchal said by creating
the women cyclist commu-
nities, the organisation is
attempting to challenge
the car-centric infrastruc-
ture in the cities.

Over 450 women labourers get
bicycles: Greenpeace India

New Delhi, Jul 29:

The Delhi High Court
on Friday issued sum-
mons to Congress leaders
Jairam Ramesh, Pawan
Khera and Netta D’Souza
on a civil defamation suit
filed by Union minister
Smriti Irani seeking dam-
ages of over Rs 2 crore for
allegedly making baseless
allegations against her
and her daughter.

Justice Mini Pushkarna
directed the three
Congress leaders to re-
move tweets, retweets,

posts, videos and photos
from social media in rela-
tion to the allegations
made against Irani, who is
holding the portfolio of
Ministry of Women and
Child Development and
Ministry of Minority
Affairs, and her daughter.

The court said in case
the defendants fail to com-
ply with its directions
within 24 hours, social
media platforms Twitter,
Facebook and YouTube
shall take down the mate-
rial.

Irani’s action came after
the Congress leaders al-
leged that her 18-year-old
daughter Zoish Irani ran a
bar illegally in Goa and
also targeted the minister
over this, demanding that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi sack her from his
Cabinet.

Summons for Cong leaders
on Smriti defamation suit

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI):

With over 40 people dying
due to consumption of spu-
rious liquor in Gujarat, the
Congress on Friday alleged
that illicit liquor trade was
“flourishing” in the state
under the protection of rul-
ing forces and demanded a
probe by a sitting high court
judge.

Forty-two people from
Botad and neighbouring
Ahmedabad district have
died so far after consuming
the spurious liquor on July
25, while 97 people are still
admitted to hospitals in
Bhavnagar, Botad and
Ahmedabad, according to
Gujarat Minister of State
for Home Harsh Sanghavi.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi expressed concern
over the business of spuri-
ous liquor and drugs in the

BJP-ruled state, and asked
which ruling forces are giv-
ing protection to the
“mafias” involved.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the AICC head-
quarters here, Congress’
media department head
Pawan Khera and Rajya
Sabha MP Amee Yajnik
urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to speak up
on the deaths due to spuri-
ous liquor and meet families
of the victims during his
Gujarat visit Friday. Khera
said it has come to light that
600 litres of ‘methyl alcohol’
(methanol) was brought
from Ahmedabad to Botad
district after which water
was mixed in it and it was
sold in different areas due to
which people either lost
their lives or suffered kid-
ney damage. The production
and sale of such a danger-

ous chemical substance
should be closely monitored
by the government but what
happened in this case raises
many serious questions, he
said.

All this is not possible in a
“dry state” without the
knowledge of the local po-
lice and administration,
Khera said. The leaders of
the ruling party, the police
and administration and the
liquor mafia must have been
complicit, he alleged. Khera
said there have been state-
ments in the media by the
families of those who have
died due to spurious liquor
that there is no prohibition
and liquor is being sold
openly.

“If we talk about the
whole of Gujarat, then an
annual illegal liquor busi-
ness of about Rs 15,000 crore
is being done.

Gujarat hooch tragedy: Congress
demands probe by sitting HC judge

Guwahati, Jul 29 (PTI):

The Assam govern-
ment is exploring
means for judicious
utilisation of forest re-
sources to add to the
state’s revenue and
thus augment its devel-
opment, an official re-
lease said.

It is also focussing on
the use of technology,
including drones and

satellite imagery, to
prevent encroachment
of forest land.

Measures to be
adopted for these pur-
poses were discussed
in details at a meeting
by Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
with divisional forest
officers (DFOs) of
Environment and
Forest Department,
treasury officers and

additional deputy com-
missioners (revenue)
here on Thursday.

Besides putting em-
phasis on the conser-
vation of forest re-
sources, Sarma also
asked officials to lay
importance on pru-
dent utilisation of
these to aid sustain-
able development of
the state.

In a bid to keep con-

stant watch on en-
croachment of forest
land, Sarma stressed
on the extensive use of
technical gadgets, in-
cluding drone survey
and satellite imagery.

The chief minister
also reviewed an ongo-
ing plantation pro-
gramme being carried
out across the state.

He asked the DFOs
to take special care to

ensure survival of the
saplings after their
plantation.

Environment and
Forest Minister
Chandra Mohan
Patowary, principal
secretary to the chief
minister, Samir
Kumar Sinha, and
other senior officers of
the government were
present at the meeting,
the release added.

Assam govt to focus on judicious use of forest resources

NIA to takeover BJYM
leader murder probe

Bangaluru, Jul 29:
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Friday said the probe into
the murder of a Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha
worker will be handed
over to the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA). One more person
was arrested on Friday in
connection with the
killing of Praveen Nettar
in Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict that happened earlier
this week. Earlier, two per-
sons had been apprehend-
ed by police in relation to
the case. “We have decided
to hand over the case to
the NIA. It will be commu-
nicated to the Home
Department.
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MACRON IN THE CROWD

French President Emmanuel Macron shakes hands in the crowd in front of the
Presidential Palace in Bissau.

RESCUE TEAM WORKING

A handout picture provided by the Iranian Red Crescent (RCS) shows members of a rescue team working at the site
of a flash flood in Emamzadeh Davoud, in the northwestern part of the capital Tehran, on July 29. At least six people
were killed in floods near Tehran today, most in a landslide that dumped mud four metres deep in a village west of
the capital, emergency services said.

Islamabad, Jul 29 (PTI):

The Pakistan govern-
ment has decided to lift a
recently imposed ban on
the import of non-essen-
tial and luxury items to
control the cash-strapped
country’s depleting for-
eign reserves, according to
media reports on Friday.

The Economic
Coordination Committee
(ECC) of the Cabinet
presided over by Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail in
its meeting on Thursday
also allowed importing
200,000 metric tonnes of
wheat worth USD 85 mil-
lion at USD 407.5 per
tonne.

On May 19, Pakistan
slapped a ban on import of
33 categories of goods, cov-
ering more than 860 prod-

uct lines.
The import restrictions

were introduced after the
new government led by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif which assumed of-
fice in April, came under
pressure to take measures
to avoid default on exter-
nal liabilities.

However, the decision
was criticised by im-
porters and the powerful
elite the main beneficiary
and consumer of such
goods.

The Economic
Coordination Committee
(ECC) of the Cabinet
presided over by Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail in
its meeting on Thursday
decided to remove the ban
on non-essential and luxu-
ry items excluding auto-
mobiles, cell phones and

electronics, the Dawn
newspaper reported.

The ECC also lifted the
ban on imported goods ex-
cept for completed built
units (CBUs) of automo-
biles, mobile phones and
home appliances.

The meeting was told
the ban had helped cut the
imports of banned items,
which shrank by around
70 per cent from USD 399.4
million to USD 123.9 mil-
lion between May 20 and
July 19.

The major contributors
to this reduction of about
USD 275 m were automo-
bile and mobile phone
CBUs, which had a share
of 79 per cent in the total
import reduction, the re-
port said.

The remaining 21 per
cent reduction was spread

over 810 tariff lines im-
pacting multiple sectors of
the economy, including
foreign investments.

Pakistan has decided to
import 200,000 metric
tonnes of wheat worth
USD 85 million (USD
407.49 per metric tonne),
which will increase the
per kilo wheat price to Rs
106, The Express Tribune
newspaper reported.

The fresh tender was
slightly more expensive
than the previous one. At
the price of USD 404.86 per
tonne, the government
had allowed import of
300,000 metric tonnes of
wheat last week.

Due to the relatively low
exchange rate per kilo, the
price was Rs 89, which
would now go up to Rs 106,
the report said.

Pakistan lifts ban on import of
non-essential, luxury items

Islamabad, Jul 29 (PTI):

Ratings agency S&P
Global has revised
Pakistan’s long-term rat-
ings from ‘stable’ to ‘nega-
tive’ as the cash-strapped
nation continues to grap-
ple against the backdrop of
higher commodity prices,
the rupee’s depreciation
and tighter global finan-
cial conditions.

The New York-based
agency on Thursday af-
firmed its B-’ long-term
and B’ short-term sover-
eign credit ratings on
Pakistan, as well as B-’
long-term issue rating on
the country’s senior unse-
cured notes and Sukuks,
which are Islamic finan-
cial certificates equivalent
to bonds in Western fi-
nance.

Pakistan’s external posi-
tion weakens against a

backdrop of higher com-
modity prices, tighter
global financial condi-
tions, and a weakening
rupee, the agency said in a
statement.

The Pakistani rupee
continued its downward
slide against the US dollar,
closing at a record-low at
239.94 against the green-
back in the intra-bank
market on Thursday.

The agency said it could
lower its ratings if
Pakistan’s external indica-
tors continued to deterio-
rate, but the outlook could
be revi sed to stable if its
external position stabilis-
es and improves.

The negative outlook re-
flects the growing risks to
Pakistan’s external liquid-
ity position over the next
12 months amid an in-
creasingly difficult eco-
nomic landscape.

Referring to Pakistan’s
institutional and econom-
ic profile, S&P said near-
term reform prospects are
dependent upon political
stability and macroeco-
nomic conditions.

S&P’s forecast on
Pakistan comes barely a
week after international
credit rating agency
Moody’s changed the
country’s credit rating to
B3 negative, while Fitch
demoted the country’s
economy from stable to
negative.

Evidence of improve-
ment could include a sus-
tained rise in usable for-
eign exchange reserves.

While domestic demand
is showing signs of recov-
ery, the country is now fac-
ing a new challenge in the
form of rising prices, par-
ticularly for staple goods,
the agency said.

S&P downgrades outlook on Pakistan’s
long-term ratings to ‘negative’

Washington, Jul 29 (AP):

The House passed a USD
280 billion package to
boost the semiconductor
industry and scientific re-
search in a bid to create
more high-tech jobs in the
United States and help it
better compete with inter-
national rivals, namely
China.

The House approved the
bill on Thursday by a solid
margin of 243-187, sending
the measure to President
Joe Biden to be signed into
law and providing the
White House with a major
domestic policy victory.
Twenty-four Republicans
voted for the legislation.

Today, the House passed
a bill that will make cars
cheaper, appliances cheap-
er, and computers cheap-
er,” Biden said.

It will lower the costs of
every day goods. And it

will create high-paying
manufacturing jobs across
the country and strength-
en US leadership in the in-
dustries of the future at
the same time.”

As the vote was taking
place, Biden was dis-
cussing the economy with
CEOs at the White House.
During the event, he was
handed a note informing
him it was clear the bill
would pass a development
that produced a round of
applause before the tally
was final.

Republicans argued the
government should not
spend billions to subsidize
the semiconductor indus-
try and GOP leadership in
the House recommended a
vote against the bill,
telling members the plan
would provide enormous
subsidies and tax credits
“to a specific industry that
does not need additional

government handouts.
Rep. Guy Reschenthaler,

R-Pa., said the way to help
the industry would be
through tax cuts and eas-
ing federal regulations,
not by picking winners
and losers with subsidies
an approach that Rep.
Joseph Morelle, D-N.Y.,
said was too narrow.

This affects every indus-
try in the United States,”
Morelle said. Take, for ex-
ample, General Motors an-
nouncing they have 95,000
automobiles awaiting
chips. So, you want to in-
crease the supply of goods
to people and help bring
down inflation? This is
about increasing the sup-
ply of goods all over the
United States in every sin-
gle industry.

Some Republicans
viewed passing the legisla-
tion as important for na-
tional security.

Congress OKs bill to aid computer
chip firms, counter China

Colombo, Jul 29:

The World Bank does not
plan to offer new financing
to crisis-hit Sri Lanka until
an “adequate” macroeco-
nomic policy framework is
in place, the global funding
body has said. The state-
ment by the World Bank was
released on Thursday, two
days after the International
Monetary Fund— another
financial lending body
under the United Nations —
asked the cash-strapped Sri
Lanka to begin debt restruc-
turing talks with its credi-
tors, including China, before
it can hope of getting the
bailout package. The island
nation of 22 million is in the
midst of an unprecedented
economic crisis that has led
to severe shortages of fuel
and other essentials. Until
an adequate macroeconom-
ic policy framework is in

place, the World Bank does
not plan to offer new financ-
ing to Sri Lanka, it said in a
statement. This requires
deep structural reforms that
focus on economic stabilisa-
tion, and also on addressing
the root structural causes
that created this crisis to en-
sure that Sri Lanka’s future
recovery and development
is resilient and inclusive,
the statement added. The
World Bank said it was
deeply concerned about the
dire economic situation and
its impact on the people of
Sri Lanka.

To help alleviate severe
shortages of essential items
such as medicines, cooking
gas, fertiliser, meals for
school children and cash
transfers for poor and vulner-
able households, we are re-
purposing resources under
existing loans in our portfo-
lio, the statement said.

World Bank refuses
aid to Sri Lanka

Beijing, Jul 29 (AP):

President Xi JInping
warned against meddling
in China’s dealings with
Taiwan during a phone
call with his U.S. counter-
part, Joe Biden, that gave
no indication of progress
on trade, technology or
other irritants, including
Beijing’s opposition to a
top American lawmaker’s
possible visit to the island
democracy, which the
mainland claims as its
own territory.

Xi also warned against
splitting the world’s two
biggest economies, ac-
cording to a Chinese gov-
ernment summary of
Thursday’s unusually
lengthy, three-hour call.
Businesspeople and econ-
omists warn such a
change, brought on by
Chinese industrial policy
and U.S. curbs on technol-
ogy exports, might hurt
the global economy by
slowing innovation and
increasing costs.

Meanwhile, Xi and
Biden are looking at the
possibility of meeting in

person, according to a U.S.
official who declined to be
identified further. Xi has
been invited to Indonesia
in November for a meet-
ing of the Group of 20
major economies, making
it a potential location for a
face-to-face meeting.

The Chinese govern-
ment gave no indication
Xi and Biden discussed
possible plans by U.S.
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi to visit Taiwan,
which the ruling
Communist Party says
has no right to conduct
foreign relations. But Xi
rejected interference by
external forces that might
encourage Taiwan to try

to make its decades-old de
facto independence per-
manent.

Resolutely safeguarding
China’s national sover-
eignty and territorial in-
tegrity is the firm will of
the more than 1.4 billion
Chinese people, said the
statement. Those who play
with fire will perish by it.

The tough language
from Xi, who usually tries
to appear to be above polit-
ical disputes and makes
blandly positive public
comments, suggested
Chinese leaders might be-
lieve Washington didn’t
understand the serious-
ness of previous warnings
about Taiwan.

China’s Xi warns Biden over Taiwan

Washington, Jul 29 (AP):

The Biden administra-
tion likes to say Russia
has become isolated in-
ternationally because of
its invasion of Ukraine.
Yet Moscow’s top officials
have hardly been clois-
tered in the Kremlin. And
now, even the US wants to
talk.

President Vladimir
Putin has been meeting
with world leaders, in-
cluding Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, whose country
is a NATO member.

Meanwhile, his top

diplomat, Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov,
is jetting around the
world, smiling, shaking
hands and posing for pho-
tos with foreign leaders
including some friends of
the US.

And on Wednesday,
Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said he
wants to end months of
top-level US diplomatic
estrangement with
Lavrov to discuss the re-
lease of American de-
tainees as well as issues
related to Ukraine. The
call has not been sched-
uled but is expected in

coming days.
The handshakes and

phone calls cast doubt on
a core part of the US
strategy aimed at ending
the Ukraine war: that
diplomatic and economic
isolation, along with bat-
tlefield setbacks, would
ultimately force Russia to
send its troops home.

Even as he announced
plans for the call, Blinken
continued to insist
Russia is indeed isolated.
He argued the travel of
its top officials is purely
damage control and a re-
action to international
criticism Moscow is fac-

ing for the Ukraine war.
US officials say Russia

is trying to shore up the
few alliances it has left
some of which are
American adversaries
like Iran. But countries
that are ostensibly US
partners, like Egypt and
Uganda, are also warmly
welcoming top Russians.

And after making the
case since February that
there’s no point in talking
to Russia because Russia
is not serious about diplo-
macy and cannot be trust-
ed, the US has conceded it
needs to engage with
Moscow as well.

The public outreach to
Lavrov combined with
the announcement of a
substantial proposal to
Russia to win the release
of detained Americans
Paul Whelan and
Brittney Griner took
many by surprise.

A Blinken-Lavrov con-
versation would be the
highest-level contact be-
tween the US and Russia
since Feb 15, before the
Russian invasion, and
could set the stage for
possible in-person discus-
sions, although adminis-
tration officials say there
are no plans for that.

Isolation complication? US finds it’s hard to shun Russia

Beijing, Jul 29 (AP):

China’s leaders effec-
tively acknowledged the
struggling economy won’t
hit its official 5.5% growth
target this year and said
they will try to prop up
sagging consumer de-
mand but will stick to
strict anti-COVID-19 tac-
tics that disrupted manu-
facturing and trade.

The announcement
after a Communist Party
planning meeting reflect-
ed the high cost President
Xi Jinping’s government
has been willing to incur
to stop the virus in a politi-
cally sensitive year when
Xi is widely expected to try
to extend his term in
power. The party promised
to strive to achieve the best
results in the second half.
It didn’t directly address
the growth goal but
dropped references in ear-
lier statements about tar-
gets, effectively acknowl-
edging the economy will
fall short after growing
just 2.5% over a year ago
in the first half.

Policymakers implicitly

walked back from the orig-
inal growth target, said
Larry Hu of Macquarie
Group in a report. It
means that they no longer
view 5.5%, or even 5%, as
achievable for this year.

Party leaders promised
to actively act in expand-
ing demand and to make
up for lack of consumer
and business spending.

Retails sales, a major
driver of growth, were off
0.7% from a year earlier in
the first half after plung-
ing 11% in April following
the temporary shutdown
of Shanghai and some
other major cities to fight
virus outbreaks.

Thursday’s statement
affirmed support for the
anti-COVID-19 strategy de-
spite its rising economic
cost and social disruption.

We should resolutely
and conscientiously imple-
ment the policies and
measures for the preven-
tion and control of COVID-
19,” the statement said. We
should do a good job in
tracking virus mutations
and developing new vac-
cines and drugs.

China backs away from growth
goal, sticks to virus controls

T he chance of someone
being killed by space

junk falling from the sky may
seem ridiculously tiny. After all,
nobody has yet died from such
an accident, though there have
been instances of injury and
damage to property. But given
that we are launching an in-
creasing number of satellites,
rockets and probes into space,
do we need to start taking the
risk more seriously? A new
study, published in Nature
Astronomy, has estimated the
chance of causalities from
falling rocket parts over the
next ten years.

Every minute of every day, de-
bris rains down on us from
space a hazard we are almost
completely unaware of. The mi-
croscopic particles from aster-
oids and comets patter down
through the atmosphere to settle
unnoticed on the Earth's surface
adding up to around 40,000
tonnes of dust each year. While
this is not a problem for us, such
debris can do damage to space-
craft - as was recently reported
for the James Webb space tele-
scope. Occasionally, a larger
sample arrives as a meteorite,
and maybe once every 100 years
or so, a body tens of metres
across manages to drive through

the atmosphere to excavate a
crater. And fortunately very
rarely kilometre-sized objects
can make it to the surface, caus-
ing death and destruction as
shown by the lack of dinosaurs
roaming the Earth today.

These are examples of natu-
ral space debris, the uncon-
trolled arrival of which is un-
predictable and spread more or
less evenly across the globe. The
new study, however, investigated
the uncontrolled arrival of arti-
ficial space debris, such as spent
rocket stages, associated with
rocket launches and satellites.
Using mathematical modelling
of the inclinations and orbits of
rocket parts in space and popu-
lation density below them, as
well as 30 years' worth of past
satellite data, the authors esti-
mated where rocket debris and
other pieces of space junk land
when they fall back to Earth.

They found that there is a
small, but significant, risk of
parts re-entering in the coming
decade. But this is more likely to
happen over southern latitudes
than northern ones. In fact, the
study estimated that rocket bod-
ies are approximately three
times more likely to land at the
latitudes of Jakarta in
Indonesia, Dhaka in Bangladesh
or Lagos in Nigeria than those of
New York in the US, Beijing in
China or Moscow in Russia. The
authors also calculated a casual-
ty expectation the risk to human
life over the next decade as a re-
sult of uncontrolled rocket re-
entries. Assuming that each re-
entry spreads lethal debris over
an area of ten square metres,
they found that there is a 10 per
cent chance of one or more casu-
alties over the next decade, on
average.

To date, the potential for de-
bris from satellites and rockets
to cause harm at the Earth's sur-
face (or in the atmosphere to air
traffic) has been regarded as
negligible. Most studies of such
space debris have focused on the
risk generated in orbit by de-
funct satellites which might ob-
struct the safe operation of func-
tioning satellites. Unused fuel
and batteries also lead to explo-
sions in orbit which generate ad-
ditional waste. But as the num-
ber of entries into the rocket
launch business increases - and
moves from government to pri-
vate enterprise - it is highly like-
ly that the number of accidents,
both in space and on Earth, such
as that which followed the
launch of the Chinese Long
March 5b, will also increase. The
new study warns that the 10 per
cent figure is therefore a conser-
vative estimate.

There are a range of technolo-
gies that make it entirely possi-
ble to control the re-entry of de-
bris, but they are expensive to
implement. For example, space-
craft can be passivated , where-
by unused energy (such as fuel
or batteries) is expended rather
than stored once the lifetime of
the spacecraft has ended. The
choice of orbit for a satellite can
also reduce the chance of pro-
ducing debris. A defunct satel-
lite can be programmed to move
into low Earth orbit, where it
will burn up.

There are also attempts to
launch re-usable rockets which,
for example, SpaceX has demon-
strated and Blue Origin is devel-
oping. These create a lot less de-
bris, though there will be some
from paint and metal shavings,
as they return to Earth in a con-
trolled way. Many agencies do

take the risks seriously. The
European Space Agency is plan-
ning a mission to attempt the
capture and removal of space
debris with a four-armed robot.
The UN, through its Office of
Outer Space Affairs, issued a set
of Space Debris Mitigation
Guidelines in 2010, which was
reinforced in 2018. However, as
the authors behind the new
study point out, these are guide-
lines, not international law, and
do not give specifics as to how
mitigation activities should be
implemented or controlled.

The study argues that advanc-
ing technologies and more
thoughtful mission design
would reduce the rate of uncon-
trolled re-entry of spacecraft de-
bris, decreasing the hazard risk
across the globe. It states that
uncontrolled rocket body reen-
tries constitute a collective ac-
tion problem; solutions exist,
but every launching state must
adopt them.

A requirement for govern-
ments to act together is not un-
precedented, as shown by the
agreement to ban ozone layer-
destroying chlorofluorcarbon
chemicals. But, rather sadly,
this kind of action usually re-
quires a major event with signif-
icant consequences for the
northern hemisphere before ac-
tion is taken. And changes to in-
ternational protocols and con-
ventions take time. In five years,
it will be 70 years since the
launch of the first satellite into
space. It would be a fitting cele-
bration of that event if it could
be marked by a strengthened
and mandatory international
treaty on space debris, ratified
by all UN states. Ultimately, all
nations would benefit from such
an agreement.
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Blow for TMC 
The recovery of Rs 49

crore along with other in-
criminating materials
from the house of Arpita
Mukherjee, who was
closely associated with
Partha Chatterjee,
Minister of Commerce
and Industry and IT
Minister of West Bengal,
is really unfortunate
news for the Trinamool
Congress and its leader
Mamata Banerjee. The
Trinamool Congress
wants to expand its foot-
print beyond West
Bengal, but it has re-
ceived a big blow and it
will hamper the image of
the party throughout the
country. It is beyond the
belief of the common
people that a
politician/minister could
adopt such corrupt prac-
tice of money laundering.
It is high time for TMC
supremo Mamata
Banerjee to suspend him
from the party till the end
of the trial. The Calcutta
High Court has given a
big relief by enquiring
into the teachers selection
scam during Partha
Chatterjee's ministership
and the present recovery
of unaccounted money
from the house of Arpita
Mukherjee. Also Read -
Tiger conservation frame-
work It is a regular fea-
ture to blame the Central
Government for involving
the ED (Enforcement
Directorate) and Income
Tax Department to con-
duct investigation against
any corrupt practice by
Opposition party mem-
bers. But the recovery of a
huge amount of money
from the house of Arpita
Mukherjee has belied this
allegation. Mamata
Banerjee should keep an
eye upon her colleagues,
so that the party may not
face more such awkward
situations in the future.

Subhash Chandra
Biswas, by mail

Use cloth bags
The use of plastic bags

and items is banned by
the government, but it
has failed to implement it.
As citizens, we lack na-
tional character and do
not abide by laws and reg-
ulations. It is very simple
to say no to plastic bags.
Keep three cloth bags in
your mode of transport
and carry them with you
when you go shopping.
The government should,
in the meanwhile, deal
with non-compliance
with a strong hand and
punish shopkeepers and
vendors who are flouting
the ban. Firms manufac-
turing these items should
be punished and jailed for
violating the laws of the
land. Available plastic
stocks must be destroyed.

Col GS Bhullar (retd),
Jalandhar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he global economy, still reeling from the pandemic and Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, is facing an increasingly gloomy and uncer-

tain outlook. Against this backdrop, the IMF has projected the global
economy to slow down further to 3.2 per cent in 2022 from last year's
6.1 per cent. In India's context, the IMF in its World Economic Outlook
update has cut India's growth rate by 0.8 percentage point to 7.4 per
cent for fiscal year 2022, reflecting "mainly less favourable external
conditions and more rapid policy tightening. India's 7.4 per cent GDP
growth for fiscal year 2022 is the second highest growth projection
after Saudi Arabia's 7.6 per cent. India, whose GDP was projected at 8.7
per cent in 2021, will see economic growth slow down to 6.1 per cent in
fiscal year 2023, the outlook said. In April, the IMF had projected a fairly
robust growth of 8.2 per cent for India in 2022, that would have made it
the fastestgrowing major economy in the world, almost twice faster
than China's 4.4 per cent. Global growth at 3.2 per cent in 2022 and
moderating to 2.9 per cent in 2023 is lower than projected in the April
2022 World Economic Outlook by 0.4 and 0.7 percentage point, respec-
tively. This shows stalling growth in the world's three largest economies
-- the United States, China and the euro area -- with important conse-
quences for the global outlook. Downgrades for China and the United
States, as well as for India, are driving the downward revisions to global
growth during 2022-23. This reflects the materialisation of downside
risks highlighted in the April 2022 World Economic Outlook: a sharper
slowdown in China due to extended lockdowns, tightening global finan-
cial conditions associated with expectations of steeper interest rate
hikes by major central banks to ease inflation pressure, and spillovers
from the war in Ukraine. For emerging markets and developing
economies, the negative revisions to growth in 2022- 23 reflect mainly
the sharp slowdown of China's economy and the moderation in India's
economic growth. Lower growth earlier this year, reduced household
purchasing power, and tighter monetary policy drove a downward revi-
sion of 1.4 percentage points in the United States, with the country's
growth projected to slow down to 2.3 per cent in 2022 from 5.7 per cent
last year. In China, further lockdowns and the deepening real estate cri-
sis have led growth to be revised down by 1.1 percentage points to 3.3
per cent growth in 2022, with major global spillovers. In Europe, signifi-
cant downgrades reflect spillovers from the war in Ukraine and tighter
monetary policy. Global inflation has been revised up due to food and
energy prices as well as lingering supply-demand imbalances, and it is
anticipated to reach 6.6 per cent in advanced economies and 9.5 per
cent in emerging market and developing economies this year upward
revisions of 0.9 and 0.8 percentage point, respectively. In 2023, disinfla-
tionary monetary policy is expected to bite, with global output growing
by just 2.9 per cent. The IMF said that with increasing prices continuing
to squeeze living standards worldwide, taming inflation should be the
first priority for policymakers. Tighter monetary policy will inevitably
have real economic costs, but delay will only exacerbate them. Policies
to address specific impacts on energy and food prices should focus on
those most affected without distorting prices.

Global economy 
likely to slow down
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President Droupadi Murmu being greeted by Union Minister for Women & Child Development and Minority Affairs Smriti
Irani, Union MoS for Women & Child Development Mahendra Munjpara and Union MoS for Minority Affairs John Barla, at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. 

Space junk and risk to people’s life

MURMU MEETS UNION MINISTERS

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Article 48 of the
Constitution of India is one of
the Directive Principles
which directs the state to
make efforts for banning ani-
mal slaughtering of cows and
calves and other milch and
draught cattle. Of course, the
cow has long had a place in
Indian politics: the country’s
constitution includes a provi-
sion explicitly urging a grad-
ual movement toward full pro-
hibition of cow slaughter – a
ban that has already been im-
plemented in most states. The
cow was possibly revered be-
cause humans are relied heav-
ily on it for dairy products and
for tilling the fields, and on
cow dung as a source of fuel
and fertilizer. Cow protection
was a significant part of the
freedom movement, champi-
oned by a person no less than
Mohandas Gandhi himself.
Mahatma Gandhi said “Cow
protection to me is not mere

protection of the cow.
It means protection of that

lives and is helpless and weak
in the world.” Reverence for
cows is in the major texts of
the Vedic religion. Mahatma
Gandhi said  that "I worship it
and I shall defend its worship
against the whole world,"
Gandhi regarded Cow better
than the earthly mother, and
called her "the mother to mil-
lions of Indian mankind."
Cow protection has become a
highly politicized core of the
Hindu religion. Killing and
maiming innocent animals
for human consumption is the
most irreligious, immoral and
lowest human act. Indians
have reasoned that killing a
cow is like killing your own
mother. In India, the cow is
considered holy, and many de-
vout Hindus devote them-
selves to protecting cows from
slaughter and abuse — some-
times with violent results.
Cow protection didn’t become
India’s top political issue in

2017 overnight. There is a
strong history and back-
ground to it that allows the
BJP to garner such wide-
spread public support while
championing the bovine
cause. Cow vigilante groups
have become increasingly ac-
tive in many parts of India.
Rather than encouraging
these cow vigilantes to take
law into their hands, the gov-
ernment should strictly en-
force laws so that no such ille-

gal transportation or cow
slaughter occurs in the first
place. Animal slaughtering is
wrong as they are also sen-
tient beings and feel as much
pain as we humans do. Not
just cows but all the animals
should be protected and not
murdered to merely satisfy
our taste buds.

Breaking his silence on cow
vigilantes in the country our
PM Modi has already con-
demned their actions, saying
most of them were anti-social
elements masquerading as
gaurakshaks (cow protectors).
India has 150 million cows
today, giving an average of
less than 200 litres of milk per
year. The cow has been a sym-
bol of wealth in India since
ancient times. However, they
were neither inviolable nor
revered in the same way today.
Now a days, it has been
slaughtered in large numbers.
Commercial benefits are not
the only criteria in a human
life. Cow-based farming has

been the backbone of our
agriculture for centuries. The
cow is very much attached to
the sentiment and the cultural
traditions of the people. It is
to be remembered that cow is
the back-bone of Indian econ-
omy. India was golden bird
until cow was base of agricul-
ture. It is our duty to inform
the poorly informed the bad
consequences of animal
slaughter for human con-
sumption. We call the cow our
mother. It’s not our duty to
protect our mother? 

It is nice that the govern-
ment runs several goshalas,
shelters for old cattle, across
the country, but these are too
few and are not governed by
serious norms. Government
must put a check on  the peo-
ple who are running shops in
the name of cow protection
which welcomes donations
and outside help in the name
of cow protection. We need to
spread awareness about the
cow and its many uses.

T he increase in the tiger population in India tells a conservation
success story. The mortality of 29 tigers during the last three

years attributed to poaching tells a different story of the growing chal-
lenges of sustaining the conservation efforts. Growing human-wildlife
conflicts could also sound like the death knell for tiger conservation in
the country if effective steps are not taken to address it. The Central
government acknowledges habitat loss to be one of the main causes of
human-wildlife conflict. The paradoxical situation leaves nature lovers
baffled by the proposed move of the government to relax forest conser-
vation rules and decriminalization of environmental offences for the
sake of "ease of doing business". Official data from the quadrennial All
India Tiger Estimation Exercise, carried out in 2018, which assesses the
Status of Tigers, co-predators, and prey species, show that the tiger
population has increased to an estimated number of 2,967 as com-
pared to the 2014 estimation of 2,226 tigers. Tigers spotted during esti-
mation in 51 tiger reserves spread in 18 tiger range states account for
75% of the global tiger population. The debate over the accuracy of the
national tiger count continues to persist with some experts questioning
the methodology based on the double sampling framework adopted for
the estimation exercise. All India Tiger Estimation 2018 Brochure states
that in 2014, over 70% of the estimated tiger population was through
camera trapping where photographs of 1,686 individual tigers were ob-
tained. The remaining 30% of the tigers which were not captured in
camera traps but known to have tigers were estimated by the Spatially
Explicit Capture-Recapture (SECR) model where ecological covariates
of prey, habitat, and human impacts along with movement parameters
of tigers were used. Under the double sampling framework, forest staff
collects the first sample to generate information on tiger presence
using structured protocols along with information on prey, co-preda-
tors, habitat and human impact. The Central Government informed the
parliament that the average life span of the tigers in the wild is general-
ly 10-12 years and in natural ecosystem factors like old age, diseases,
internecine fights, electrocution, snaring, drowning, road, rail hits etc.,
and very high infant mortality observed in big cats, including tigers, ac-
counts for the majority of tiger deaths. Altogether 127 tiger mortality in
2021 and 169 human deaths by tiger attacks from 2018 to June 2021
were reported in the country which sounds the alarm bell on human-
tiger conflict threatening to derail the tiger conservation success story.
This calls for identifying the gaps in the strategy adopted by the
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) for managing human-
tiger negative interactions. The three-pronged strategy adopted by the
NTCA focuses on material and logistical support, restricting habitat in-
terventions and issuing Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) to deal
with the conflict. In case tiger numbers are at carrying capacity levels,
NTCA advises project tiger authority concerned or the range states to
limit habitat interventions so that there is no excessive spillover of
wildlife including tigers to human habitations. Further, in buffer areas
around tiger reserves, habitat interventions are restricted such that
they are suboptimal vis-à-vis the core/critical tiger habitat areas, judi-
cious enough to facilitate dispersal to other rich habitat areas only. The
SOPs to deal with emergencies arising due to straying of tigers to a
human settlement, tiger depredation on livestock, and rehabilitation of
tigers from source areas at the landscape level may sound effective but
quite challenging to implement without meticulous planning which is
also essential for tiger reserves to get adequate material and logistical
support under the Project Tiger scheme. Any dilution of existing forest
conservation rules aimed at making diversion of forest for develop-
ment easier, without ascertaining the likely impact on tiger landscapes
will jeopardise tiger conservation efforts. Once a pristine forest is frag-
mented and gone, managing human-wildlife conflict becomes difficult
and recurrence becomes normalized. Tiger conservation efforts ap-
pear to have been trapped in the dilemma of policymakers in choosing
between wildlife conservation and development priorities where forest
goes missing from the policy framework.

Tiger conservation 
framework
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Cow protection is the most important 
business of the human society

MONICA GRADY
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Fastest-growing
states 

Bhubaneswar:
Industries Minister
Pratap Keshari Deb
said on Thursday that
Odisha is one of the
fastest-growing
economies in India as
it became a “destina-
tion of choice” for
businesses in the
metal and allied sec-
tors due to natural re-
sources. Deb under-
lined that the govern-
ment took proactive
measures to broaden
industrial ecosystem
in the state with focus
sectors like chemicals
and petrochemicals,
textiles and apparel.
He pointed out that
the manufacturing
sector grew by 14.3 per
cent in the 2021-22 fi-
nancial year, while the
mining segment regis-
tered a growth of 18.1
per cent.

PCPIR policy
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is seeking
comments from stake-
holders on a proposal
to revise the
Petroleum, Chemicals
and Petrochemicals
Investment Regions
(PCPIR) policy of 2007,
Parliament was in-
formed on Friday. In
his written reply to
the Lok Sabha,
Minister of State for
Chemicals and
Fertilisers
Bhagwanth Khuba
said: “Till the policy is
revised and notified,
the existing provi-
sions will prevail”.
The minister also said
that the assistance
/funding under the
PCPIR policy cannot
be in the form of a
grant as there is no
provision for grants in
the existing policy.

Strengthening ties

Guwahati: Assam
Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Thursday
said the North-eastern
region can play a piv-
otal role in strength-
ening India’s ties with
several regional
groupings of South
Asia as a springboard
to facilitate bilateral
trades with those
countries. The region
is located in the mid-
dle of the fastest
emerging nations of
South East Asia and
the long international
borders that it shares
with these nations,
BBN (Bangladesh,
Bhutan and Nepal)
countries and China
gives it a unique geo-
graphical advantage,
he said.

Vision document
Chandigarh: Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Thursday
directed the Haryana
Kisan Kalyan
Pradhikaran to pre-
pare a ‘Vision
Document-2047’ at the
earliest to promote
agriculture and en-
sure the welfare of the
farmers. Besides this,
the Pradhikaran
should also constitute
separate committees
related to farming for
the welfare of farm-
ers, he said.

WAGON FACTORY INAUGURATION

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee addresses at the inauguration of
Titagarh Wagon Factory, at Uttarpara in Hooghly.

Gandhinagar, Jul 29: 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said India is now in compa-
ny of countries like the
USA, UK and Singapore
where new trends in the
global financial sector are
shaped. He said India is
one of the world’s leading
economies and should
build institutions that can
cater to its present and fu-
ture roles. Modi was speak-
ing at a function at the
Gujarat International
Finance Tech (GIFT) City
near Gandhinagar after
the laying foundation
stone for the International
Financial Services Centres
Authority (IFSCA) and in-

augurating the India
International Bullion
Exchange (IIBC) and NSC
(National Stock Exchange)
IFSC (International
Financial Service Centre)
and SGX (Singapore
Exchange Ltd) Connect
platform. Today, India is

standing in line with coun-
tries like the USA, UK and
Singapore where new
trends in the global finan-
cial sector are shaped. I
congratulate people of the
country for this achieve-
ment,” Modi said. India is
one of the world’s leading
economies and will grow
even bigger going forward;
we should build institu-
tions that can cater to our
present and future roles,
the Prime Minister said.
Modi said India accounts
for 40 per cent of real time
digital payments in the
world. Through the GIFT
City, India is laying strong
claim for its place in the in-
ternational financial serv-
ices sector, he said.

India in league of 
countries that shape global
financial sector trends: PM

Amazon Prime Day 2022
in India drives strong
membership growth

Mumbai, Jul 29: Prime
Day 2022 in India came to a
successful close this week-
end (July 23 and 24) with
members across India dis-
covering joy at the two-day
celebration with the best
deals, savings, new
launches, blockbuster en-
tertainment and more!
Prime members from 95%
of the pin codes in India
purchased during this
year’s Prime Day more
than 32,000 sellers saw
their highest ever sales
day. 1.5x more customers
signed up for Prime mem-
bership compared to last
year’s Prime Day, with 2
out of 3 new members
joining from outside of
Top 10 town/cities like
Rourkela, Mokokchung,
Kullu, Dholpur,
Nagapattinam, Tonk,
Sehore, Kanchipuram,
Raebareli, Ramgarh,
Thanjavur, Sawai
Madhopur, Yamuna
Nagar.

New Delhi, Jul 29: 

Telecom Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday exhorted the in-
dustry to actively pitch in
with suggestions as the
government looks to craft
a new legal framework for
the sector.

The Department of
Telecom (DoT) recently
floated a consultation
paper on the revamp of
telecom rules mainly to
keep pace with the change
in technology like 5G, sim-
plify laws and promote in-
vestments.

“We are committed to
ensuring that India’s regu-
latory system will become
the world’s best...a regula-
tory structure where you
(the industry) are able to
plan out investments, with
certainty,” Vaishnaw said.
He promised the industry
that all potential sources

of uncertainties will be re-
moved. Vaishnaw asked
the industry to actively
participate in the discus-
sion process, and come up
with suggestions.

“Just the Government
doing it alone will not
work...we want your active
participation and each
and every suggestion, we
will take it seriously as we
have done in the past,” the
minister said at a curtain
raiser event of the upcom-

ing India Mobile Congress
2022. The minister asked
the industry to participate
“very aggressively, dili-
gently, methodically in the
formulation of the new
law”.

The telecom minister
also said that the strong re-
sponse received for 5G
spectrum auctions reflect-
ed that the industry had
come out of the long peri-
od of pain and uncertain-
ty, leaving the legacy is-
sues behind.

He asked the industry to
build inclusive technology
for every part of the value
chain, and take benefit of
the Rs 500 crore per year
technology development
fund.

In his address, the min-
ister asked the industry to
go beyond considerations
of only profitability to also
focus on technology for all
sections of society.

Vaishnaw asks industry to offer suggestions 
As govt formulates new legal framework for telecom sector

New Delhi, Jul 29: 

Japanese carmaker
Honda plans to discontin-
ue its three models — Jazz,
WR-V and fourth genera-
tion City — in India by
March next year, accord-
ing to industry sources.
The company, which is
present in the country

through a wholly-owned
subsidiary Honda Cars
India, will be left with only
three models in its line up
— City Hybrid, fifth gener-
ation City and entry-level
sedan Amaze — after it
discontinues the three
brands. In December 2020,
the company had stopped
the production of Civic

and CR-V with the closure
of its Greater Noida plant
as it struggled to strength-
en foothold in the Indian
market. Sources said the
three models were being
phased out as the compa-
ny prepares to launch SUV
models in the market.
When contacted over the
issue, a Honda Cars India

spokesperson said: “The
company cannot comment
on the market specula-
tions.” Earlier this year,
the automaker had an-
nounced that it plans to
launch an SUV in the
country next year. The
company is currently in
the process of developing
the model, it had stated. In
December 2020, Honda had
announced the closure of
manufacturing operations
at its Greater Noida facili-
ty in Uttar Pradesh, thus
consolidating its produc-
tion activities at its second
plant at Tapukara in
Rajasthan. The Japanese
auto major had noted that
the move has been taken to
realign its manufacturing
operations with the goal of
improving business effi-
ciency.

Honda to discontinue Jazz, WR-V
and 4th generation City in India

New Delhi, Jul 29: 

Realme, the world’s
fastest-growing smart-
phone brand, has today
made numerous additions
to its extended AIoT port-
folio. The brand expanded
its wearables, hearables,
and tablets segment with
the launch of realme
Watch 3, realme Buds Air
3 Neo, realme Buds
Wireless 2S, and realme
PAD X. Along with that,
realme also entered new
categories to further ex-
pand its TechLife
Ecosystem portfolio with
the realme Flat Monitor,
realme Keyboard and
realme Pencil.

These products have
been launched as part of
realme’s ‘1+5+T’ strategy,
which aims to deepen
realme’s commitment to
providing its consumers
with an aspirational,
trendsetting lifestyle that
is in step with the newest

technological break-
throughs. Commenting on
the mega launch, Mr.
Madhav Sheth, CEO,
realme India, VP, realme
and President, realme
International Business
Group said, “realme be-
lieves in challenging and
altering the status quo via
innovative design and per-
formance.

It has always aimed to
provide Indian consumers
with the finest tech-
lifestyle experience possi-
ble, and introducing a di-
versified and comprehen-
sive variety of AIOT prod-
ucts underscores that
commitment.

We have reinforced our
focus on being a 5G de-
mocratizer in India this
year and offering high-
performing tech lifestyle
products for our con-
sumers to experience a
smart, flexible, trendset-
ting, and connected
lifestyle. We are driving

constant efforts to build
an entire ecosystem of
products with the smart-
phone as the hub, and the
support we have received
from our users over the
past few years has been
heartening.

We are truly grateful to
all of them.” Realme PAD
X is the brand’s latest ad-
dition to its tablet segment
and is the first 5G tablet in
the segment.

It is powered by a 6 nm
Snapdragon 695 processor
providing strong perform-
ance and brilliant image
quality. Featuring a 10.95’’
WUXGA+ Full View
Display with TÜV
Rheinland protection and
a screen-to-body ratio of
84%+, the realme PAD X is
full of industry-leading
features.

It comes with an inno-
vative limelight function,
revolutionizing the video
calling experience for
users.

Realme strengthens its AIoT product portfolio 
Mumbai, Jul 29:

Passenger vehicle sales
are expected to be robust
in July, driven by a large
order book and production
ramp-up, while commer-
cial vehicle volumes may
remain in an uptrend, a re-
port said on Thursday.
However, tractor volumes
are likely to decline due to
a high base and uneven
spread of the monsoon, ac-
cording to brokerage firm
Emkay Global Financial
Services, which has re-
tained a positive view on
the auto sector.

Emkay Global also ex-
pects an improvement in
two-wheeler sales on the
back of higher production
and inventory build-up
with dealers. Passenger
vehicle segment should
witness a robust growth
on a large order book and
production ramp-up, with
automakers such as Tata

Motors, M&M and Maruti
Suzuki expected to log 49
per cent, 28 per cent and 8
per cent volume growth,
respectively, in July, the
brokerage firm said.

For the two-wheeler seg-
ment, the brokerage esti-
mates a 35 per cent im-
provement in domestic
sales for Eicher Motor-
Royal Enfield, 6 per cent
each for TVS Motor and
Hero MotoCorp. Bajaj
Auto is likely to see a 2 per
cent improvement in the

domestic two-wheeler vol-
umes in the month,
Emkay Global said. In the
previous month, the pas-
senger vehicle domestic
sales grew 19.06 per cent
year-on-year at 275,788
units. Two-wheeler sales
during this period surged
23.4 per cent to 13, 08,764
units over the same month
last year, while three-
wheeler sales rose 184 per
cent year-on-year to 26,701
units, as per SIAM
(Society of Indian

A u t o m o b i l e
Manufacturers) June data.
Commercial vehicles
should remain in an up-
trend, with robust growth
in passenger and cargo
segments. E-way bill
trends indicate better
freight availability com-
pared with last year,
Emkay Global said.

The brokerage firm said
it expects a positive 58 per
cent year-on-year growth
in domestic sales for
Ashok Leyland, 55 per cent
for Eicher Motor-Volve
Eicher Commercial
Vehicle, 42 per cent for
Tata Motors, and 13 per
cent for M&M in the do-
mestic market. Tractor
volumes are likely to de-
cline due to a high base
and uneven spread of the
monsoons, it said and
added that it expects a 13
per cent decline in domes-
tic volumes for M&M and
16 per cent for Escorts.

Passenger vehicle sales expected to be robust in July: Report

Chennai, Jul 29: 

Automaker Nissan
Motor India on Friday an-
nounced shipping of over
one million vehicles,
reaching a significant
milestone in the export
segment, from the Renault-
Nissan manufacturing fa-
cility here. The company’s
latest product offering, a
red color sports utility ve-
hicle Nissan Magnite —
the one millionth vehicle
— was flagged off from the
Kamarajar Port here in the
presence of Nissan India
President Frank Torres,
Renault Nissan
Automotive India Pvt Ltd
Managing Director and
CEO Biju Balendran, and
senior company execu-
tives. “We are proud to cel-
ebrate our one millionth
Nissan vehicle exported

from India to the world.
Nissan India is a key hub
for the exports of com-
pletely built-up cars and
for parts supply,” Torres
said in a company state-
ment here. “A good exam-
ple is the export of our
most awarded bestselling
Magnite into Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh.

This is proof of the com-
petitiveness of our opera-
tions, including the Port fa-
cilities”, he said.

“We would like to con-
gratulate all our teams in-
volved for this great
achievement and extend
our heartfelt gratitude to
the Port officials and
Union and Tamil Nadu
government for their con-
tinued support,” he said.
Renault Nissan
Automotive India Pvt Ltd,
Managing Director Biju
Balendran on achieving
the export milestone said,
“this achievement rein-
forces our focus on expand-
ing and strengthening our
market presence across
global markets and estab-
lishes the Renault-Nissan
plant in India as a hub of
manufacturing excel-
lence.”

Nissan Motor India reaches 
significant export milestone

New Delhi, Jul 29: India
needs to set up 46,000 elec-
tric vehicle charging sta-
tions by 2030 to reach glob-
al benchmark, suggests a
white paper released on
Friday. EV charger ratio is
6 both for China and the
Netherlands, 19 for the US
while it stands 135 for
India. That means there is
one charger per 135 EVs in
India compared to 6 in
China, the white paper by
Alvarez and Marsal, a
global professional servic-
es firm, stated. The paper
was launched at an elec-
tric vehicle conference,
The EVConIndia 2022,
here. The paper highlight-
ed some key challenges af-
fecting EV adoption and
talked about six key issues
of affordability, range anx-
iety, supply chain, product
safety & quality, and inade-

quate access to financing.
With a large automotive
industry and pollution is-
sues, India is ripe for inno-
vation and rapid adoption
of EVs in times to come, it
said. Sub-segments of the
industry can grow at a
compounded average
growth rate of of 50-100
per cent over the next five
years if supply chain,
product safety, product
and battery innovation,
charging infrastructure,
and financing obstacles
are removed, the paper
suggested. “We believe
that if these issues can be
addressed by a concerted
effort by the industry
along with the govern-
ment support, India can
potentially become one of
the leading markets and
manufacturing hubs glob-
ally for the EV segment.”

India needs to set up 46,000
EV charging stations by 2030
to match global benchmark Gurugram, Jul 29: 

Ecom Express, one of
India’s leading technolo-
gy-driven integrated logis-
tics solutions providers to
the e-commerce industry,
today announced that
itwill be onboarding more
than 50,000 delivery part-
nersbythe end of
September 2022under its
flagship program‘Ecom
Sanjeev’.

The company is expect-
ing a spike in e-commerce
order deliveries during the
festival season andseeksto-
further strengthen its last-
mile capabilities. Since the
launch of ‘Ecom
Sanjeev’in 2021, the com-
pany has created massive
opportunities for delivery
partners – students, home-
makers, freelancers, part-
timers andthose looking to
supplement and maximize
their income. By joining

Ecom Expressnetwork,de-
livery partners can opt to
work in flexible times-
lots.Any individual –
fresher or experienced –
can take up this part-time
job by applying online
using ‘Ecom Sanjeev’ app
available on Google
Playstore.

The applicant
musthavea valid driving li-
cense and an android
smartphone. All personal
documents for enrollment
can be uploaded through
the app and the verifica-
tion is done at the nearest
Ecom Express delivery
center.

The company will also
beonboardingindividual-
swho do not own any
means of transportation.
Interested individuals can
apply using the Ecom
Sanjeev app or send a mes-
sage saying ‘’Hi’’on
WhatsApp to 7290066666.

Ecom Express to on-board
over 50,000 Delivery Partners 

ACROSS

1. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald

5. Mats

9. Mails

14. Water bird

15. Lincoln, et al.

16. Prank

17. Normal cost (2 wds.)

19. Gaze steadily

20. Expressed scorn

21. Taken illegally

22. Former (hyph.)

25. Philadelphia time zone (abbr.)

26. Bemoan

30. Object of adoration

31. Spys

32. Actress ____ Ryan

33. Gnaw

37. Exceed

38. Mineral spring

39. Egypt’s capital

40. Lip

41. Positive vote

42. TV pooch

43. Tilt

44. Wipes clean

45. Telepathy (abbr.)

48. Oval

50. “____ House”

52. Guarantees

57. Lettuce dish

58. Divine

60. Wash away

61. Toaster ____

62. Farm unit

63. Discourage

64. Garden plots

65. Detained

DOWN

1. Building wings
2. Meat cut
3. Be defeated
4. Starting bet
5. Mom and dad
6. Reside
7. Winter mo.
8. Compass direction (abbr.)
9. Pale color
10. Informed about
11. Not fresh
12. Becomes weary
13. Odor
18. Immediately!
21. City haze
23. Big drums
24. Bright thought
26. Thailand’s neighbor
27. Spanish water
28. Citi Field players

29. Ceases

33. House (Sp.)

34. Serpent’s sound

35. Great Lake

36. Sorrows

38. Close tightly

39. Touch lovingly

41. Holler

42. Decreases

43. President, e.g.

45. Relieved

46. Entrap

47. Aviator

49. Turned white

51. Produced

53. Western state

54. Paddy product

55. James ____ Jones

56. Winter toy

58. Corn unit

59. Adam’s mate
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You have a passionate nature, Aquarius.

Sometimes it’s difficult for you when other

people don’t share your exuberance. This is a

good time to tone things down a notch. There’s

some tension in the air, and your enthusiasm

only serves to annoy rather than charm, as it

usually does. Don’t pout. It’s only temporary.

Tomorrow you’ll be the center of attention

again and bestowing hugs and kisses to all.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

This is going to be a rather intense day,
Pisces. On the positive side, you’ll accom-
plish a lot. On the less positive side, you
may be exhausted by the end of the day.
You’re advised to try and pace yourself.
Remain focused on what’s truly important
rather than let yourself get caught up in
trivia. Keep the big picture in mind and the
little things will take care of themselves.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today it’s important that you make your

own decisions and stick with them, Aries.

Much as you prefer to depend on others,

your judgment really is best. You’ll be para-

lyzed if you think only of how others will

react to your decisions. You do know what is

best, and everyone will benefit when you

act on your beliefs. This is no time to be

wishy-washy. Just do it.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You’re a dreamer, Taurus. Everyone loves
you for it, but today the planetary aspects
urge practicality. There are personal issues
to resolve, and it does no good to have
your head in the clouds. This is a time to
focus on loved ones. Perhaps your partner
or your children feel neglected. Do what-
ever is necessary to let your family know
you’re available and eager to give them
what they need.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Much has happened recently, Gemini. Have
you allowed enough time to process it? It’s
likely that big changes are brewing at home
or work. Stay focused on the job at hand
rather than fret about events over which you
have no control. You may feel as if you’re on
a roller-coaster ride, but everything will set-
tle down in a few days. Blink to adjust your
eyes to the strange new light.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You’ve made progress these past few weeks,

especially where your temper is concerned,

Cancer. It has taken some effort, but it does

seem that you can overcome your tendency

to speak before thinking. Don’t lose the

ground you’ve gained. There’s one person

whose mission seems to be to make you

explode. Don’t let him or her rankle you. Take

a deep breath and rise above it.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

This is likely to be an intense day, Leo.

Family and friends may seem testy, so

you’re advised to stay out of their way.

Don’t worry - it isn’t anything you’ve done.

It’s the planetary energy. If you can go

someplace private and shut the door, do it.

If someone tries to pick a fight, don’t rise to

the bait. Tomorrow the air will clear and

good spirits will reign again.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

This isn’t the most cheerful time, Virgo,

because important issues are rearing their

heads again and forcing you to address them.

You’d rather not, but you can’t wish them

away. The time has come to deal with them

once and for all. It’s especially important that

you make an effort to make your home life

more positive and upbeat. Your loved ones

look to you to set the tone.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Don’t try to force anything or anyone right
now, Libra. You’ll find that today’s elements
are just as stubborn as you are. Today’s
planetary configurations will force you to
finally start to turn your dreams into reali-
ty, whether you want to or not. Face it -
you’ve been planning for a long time with-
out making much concrete progress. All
that is about to change.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You’re incredibly productive, with good business

sense, Scorpio. However, lately you may have

felt dissatisfied with where you are in life. As you

look around, you might wish you had more pos-

sessions to show for all your hard work. Don’t

pursue this line of thought. Real value comes

from relationships and the pride you get from

doing a job well. A new car or fancy clothes may

lift your spirits, but it’s superficial.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You have a keen analytical mind that has
served you well in business. Alas,
Sagittarius, this characteristic doesn’t
always serve you well in your personal life.
It’s likely that someone close has bristled
from your lack of empathy. Take time to
reflect upon the events of the past few
weeks. Did you inadvertently send a wrong
message? Correct any unintentional slights.
A simple “I’m sorry,” will do wonders.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

This is the beginning of an exciting period in

your love life, Capricorn. Your relationship

with a significant other may have been in a

rut lately, but that’s about to change. Both of

you are ready for something big. Perhaps a

move is in store or you could both decide

commit to one another more permanently.

Follow your instincts, because they’ll lead you

where you’re meant to go.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sunny Leone on working
with Anurag Kashyap:
Dreams do come true!

AA ctress Sunny Leone calls it a "dream come true" as she says
filmmaker Anurag Kashyap is taking a "chance" to work

with her. Sunny took to Instagram, where she shared a picture
with Anurag and shared that her journey in the Hindi film industry
by no means has been "easy". "Yes my smile is "ear to ear"
because dreams do come true! I never in a million years thought
someone as amazing like @anuragkashyap10 would take a chance
on me. My journey has been amazing but by no means "easy". She
added: "After so many years of being in India and in Bollywood I
received a call asking if I would audition for a Anurag film." The
41-year-old actress says she will never forget that Anurag took
this chance. "There are moments in life where everything
changes…this is my moment in my head and heart. No matter how
things turn out you took a chance on me Anurag Sir and I will
never forget that in my life. Thank you for letting me be a part of
your amazing film. @dirrty99 & @sunnyrajani my steady rocks
guiding me… love you!." She did not share details about the proj-
ect. Sunny, whose real name is Karenjit Kaur, made her Bollywood
debut in Pooja Bhatt's erotic thriller 'Jism 2' in 2012 and shifted
her focus to mainstream acting with 'Jackpot', 'Ragini MMS 2', 'Ek
Paheli Leela' and 'Mastizaade'.

Are they really that different?
Both Garud and Thor have a gift - the

ability to empathize and help others!
Our Indian demi God Garud goes leaps
and bounds to protect his mother and
free her from the shackles of slavery
and while he fights with his serpent
brothers, he is essentially very compas-
sionate and kind and is not afraid to ex-
press his emotions. Thor, the God of
Thunder, lost his spunk after the events
of the endgame but after destroying
Thanos, he took some time to reflect and
is on the journey to kick-start a new
chapter of his life.

Fans are obsessing over Garud’s
wings and Thor’s hammer!

Yes, you read that right. Garud pos-
sesses magnificent wings that make
him the King of birds, whereas the
Mighty Thor has his Mjolnir and also
Stormbreaker, his mighty weapons and

companions from which he draws
strength. Both have become household
names and this one time Actor Faisal
Khan was shocked and pleased to see a
young fan tattooing his iconic wings on
the nape of his neck! Seems like Lord
Garud is quite the hearthrob and is suc-
cessfully creating ripples amongst the
millennials.

Mama's boy but cuter!
The two relate to their respective

mothers with a special attachment and
closeness that is narrated throughout
both of their life journeys. Frigga was
an exceptional mother to Thor and
Loki, and until her last breath, she
fought to protect Asgard. Thor gets his
will and strength from his mother. Vinta
on the other hand has blessed Garud
with the gift of knowledge and taught
him the true power of devotion. We ap-
prove of these kinds of Mama’s boys!

M ythology is back in the game as the
millennials seem to enjoy it. Whether

it is on the silver screen or in the theaters,
fans are flocking to catch a glimpse of their
favorite Gods. We have a fit Faisal Khan,
flaunting his toned abs and biceps as Garud,
the King of Birds coming alive on TV and a
dashing Thor - The Norse God of Thunder
also enticing with his ripped physique and
rugged good looks in the theaters near you.
With Thor’s latest flick, let's deep dive into
the astonishing parallels between the lovable
Norse God and the dashing Lord of the Skies.

K iran Karmarkar, a dynamic actor,
played the lead on national televi-

sion's favourite show with an epic run
'Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii'. His character
of 'Om Agarwal' became a household
name due to the intricate storylines of
the show. Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii re-
turns to the small screen, with its re-run,
on Star Plus. Let's find out what Kiran
Karmarkar thinks about it.

1. How do you feel about 'Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Kii' making a comeback?

I'm happy it's making a comeback on
Star Plus, starting from 2nd August,
every Monday to Sunday from 3:30 to
4:30. It is great to know that everyone
still remembers the show and it's back on
national television after 14 years. There
has been no other place where people
could watch the show, but now they will
be able to watch it all from the begin-
ning. It has become a part of my identity
now, as people recognise me as 'Om' from
'Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii'. It will be inter-
esting to see its comeback, and I feel
great to be a part of the show that made
history among the Indian television in-
dustry.

2. What are the changes which you
see in the television industry in re-
cent times?

Everything was so different a decade
ago, the acting, the shoot pattern, the
technology, and it used to be at a slightly
slower pace than it is now. The storyline
was so simple and the show was exactly
what the title said it is about."

3. What changed after your por-
trayal of 'Om Agarwal' on Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Kii'?

Once I was at Bhopal Airport being re-
ceived by fans along with a film-star. I
thought to myself that this person is a
Star for me and the fans are also taking
my autograph, saying that I was also a
Star to them. That was when I realized
how big the show had become but did not
know it would still be loved by everyone.

4. How did Balaji approach you for
the role of ‘Om Agarwal’?

I had prior experience of working with
Balaji. So, when they approached me,
they told me to think of the show as
Ramayana with me in the role of Ram.
This made me accept their offer and now
the show has made a big place in the au-
dience’s heart.

Tune in to get your daily fix of
'Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii' as it returns
on the 2nd August, every Monday to
Sunday from 3:30 to 4:30 pm, only on
Star Plus!

‘Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii changed my life’

A ctress Gwyneth
Paltrow says she

had to work "twice as
hard" because she has
famous parents.

The actress said that
while she "unfairly"
found her way into
showbusiness because
as the daughter of
celebrities, it was
difficult to prove her-
self because of the stig-
ma surrounding nepo-
tism, reports aceshow-
biz.com.

The 49-year-old star,
who is the daughter of
late film director Bruce
Paltrow and his actress
wife Blythe Danner,
said: "As the child of
someone, you get ac-
cess other people don't

have, so the playing
field is not level in that
way." She added:
"However, I really do
feel that once your foot
is in the door, which
you unfairly got in,
then you almost have to
work twice as hard and
be twice as good.
Because people are
ready to pull you down
and say 'You don't be-
long there' or 'You are
only there because of
your dad or your mom
or whatever the case
maybe be'."

However, the
"Shallow Hall" actress,
who herself is mother
to Apple, 18, and 16-
year-old Moses with
her ex-husband Chris

Martin, went on to ex-
plain that being the
child of someone in the
industry should not
"limit" someone be-
cause nobody should
have a "negative
impact" on anyone
else, reports aceshow-
biz.com.

Speaking to Hailey
Baldwin on the 'Who's
in my Bathroom?'
YouTube series, she
added: "But it shouldn't
limit you, because what
I definitely believe is
that nobody in the
world - especially any-
body that doesn't know
you - should have a neg-
ative impact on your
path or the decisions
that you make."

B ollywood superstar Shah Rukh
Khan's daughter Suhana Khan

will not be making her debut on the pop-
ular show 'Koffee With Karan' Season 7.
There are media reports that Suhana is
all set to make her acting debut with
Zoya Akhtar's Bollywood adaptation of
the popular comic 'The Archies'.

However, the show's host Karan has
debunked all rumours about Suhana
making her debut on the show with 'The
Archies' gang. He said: "It's not true."

'The Archies', produced under the
banner of Tiger Baby Films, also stars
megastar Amitabh Bachchan's grand-
son Agastya Nanda, late actress Sridevi
and Boney Kapoor's younger daughter
Khushi Kapoor, Mihir Ahuja, Dot,
Yuvraj Menda and Vedang Raina.The
film is due for a 2023 release on stream-
ing platform Netflix.

Suhana Khan is
not making her

debut on 
'Koffee With Karan'

Gwyneth Paltrow has to work 
‘twice as hard’ due to nepotism in Hollywood

Striking parallels between
Garud and  Norse God Thor
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BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  JJuull  2299  ((PPTTII))::

The region’s rich musical
heritage and inclusivity were
at the heart of the 22nd
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games opening ceremony here
as a joyful evening offered a
stupendous cornucopia of
colour, light and dance.

Drummer-percussionist
Abraham Paddy Tetteh started
things off at the Alexander
Stadium that was packed to
the rafters, and then, Indian
classical vocalist and compos-
er Ranjana Ghatak took the
lead, the section intended to
showcase the diversity of the
city. It was refreshing as the
Birmingham Games is the first
multi-discipline event since the
start of the pandemic to be
held without major COVID-19
restrictions. Meanwhile, as
many as 70 cars in red, white
and blue got together to form a
Union Jack, even as Prince
Charles, representing Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II,
arrived in his Aston Martin car

along with the Duchess of
Cornwall. The formation of
cars was a tribute to the city’s
incredible motor industry his-
tory. Just before that, the city
paid a tribute to the Queen,
even as a montage featuring
her stretched back to the black
and white era. After a spectac-

ular demonstration of
Birmingham’s culture and
diversity, the evening paid a
tribute to Charlie Chaplin, with
the legendary comedian being
hailed as one of the city’s
heroes. Between London and
Birmingham, his place of birth,
in fact, has been subject of

much debate. There was an
honorary mention of William
Shakespeare too, as the broad-
casters spoke about the
Shakespeare First Folio which
is in the new Library of
Birmingham — the largest pub-
lic library in the UK. Through
its printing press, the place’s

history was shown in all its
glory. Then there was a gar-
gantuan bull in the stadium,
pulled along by overworked,
underpaid female chain mak-
ers of the Industrial Revolution.
Till the time the raging bull
was there going on a rampage,
it was the cynosure of all eyes
at the glittering ceremony.
Perry the Bull, the Games mas-
cot, got its name because of
the city’s iconic Bull Ring mar-
ket, which has been around for
hundreds of years. “Our 72
nations and territories are all
here and Birmingham looks
magnificent,” Commonwealth
Games Federation (CGF) presi-
dent Louise Martin said.

“I believe this event will be
one of the greatest and most
important editions of the
Commonwealth Games in our
92-year history,” she added.
Then began the Parade of
Nations. As per CWG tradition,
Australia, being the host of the
last Games, entered first dur-
ing the Parade, followed by the
rest of the Oceania region.

CWG begins with spectacular
opening ceremony

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  JJuull  2299  ((PPTTII))::

India’s men and women table
tennis teams had easy starts to
their respective campaigns with
identical 3-0 victories over
Barbados and South Africa in the
Commonwealth Games here on
Friday. In a group 3 encounter
against minnows Barbados, the
pair of Harmeet Desai and G
Sathiyan steamrolled Kevin
Farley and Tyrese Knight 11-9,
11-9, 11-4 while veteran Sharath
Kamal made short work of
Ramon Maxwell 11-5, 11-3, 11-3
in less than 15 minutes. Sathiyan
then hardly broke a sweat before
disposing off Tyrese Knight 11-4,
11-4, 11-5 to seal the tie. In the

women’s event, the first on
court was the doubles duo of
Sreeja Akula and Reeth
Tennison, who combined well to
beat the South African pair of
Lailaa Edwards and Danisha
Patel 11-7 11-7 11-5 to hand
India the lead. Then, reigning
Commonwealth Games champi-
on Manika Batra, who became
the first Indian table tennis play-
er to win a gold in the women’s
singles in the last edition, lived
up to her billing and thrashed
Musfique Kalam 11-5 11-3 11-2
in the first singles match. Akula
then came back and scored a
dominating 11-5 11-3 11-6 win
over Patel in the second singles
to seal the tie for India.

Birmingham, Jul 29 (PTI):

Ace Indian boxer Shiva
Thapa began his

Commonwealth Games
campaign on a rousing
note by defeating
Pakistan’s Suleman

Baloch in the first round
of the 63.5kg category,
here on Friday. The 28-
year-old Thapa hardly

broke a sweat as he regis-
tered a comprehensive 5-
0 win over Baloch to
move to the pre-quarter-
finals of the light welter
weight.

Thapa, five-time Asian
Championship medallist,
was technically far supe-
rior to Baloch and landed
a flurry of sharp punch-
es on his opponent.

The former world
championship bronze
medallist also defended
well as he danced around
the ring with ease.

At one point, Baloch
lunged forward to punch
the Indian but Thapa ef-
fortlessly moved out of
the way as the Pakistan
boxer fell on the canvas.

TT: Indian men blank Barbados,
women crush South Africa

Manika Batra competes against South Africa’s
Musfiquh Kalam during the women’s team table tennis
competition Commonwealth Games in Birmingham,
England, Friday.

Shiva Thapa notches 5-0 win, moves to pre-quarters

India’s Shiva Thapa in

action against

Pakistan’s Suleman

Baloch during their

men’s over  

60kg-63.5kg 

(Lt Welterweight)-

Round of 32 boxing

match, at the

Commonwealth

Games 2022 (CWG),

at National Exhibition

Centre(NEC)

in Birmingham, UK,

Friday.

Birmingham, Jul 29 (PTI):

Australia beat India by
three wickets in the open-
ing Group A game of the
Commonwealth Games
here on Friday.

Electing to bat, India
posted a challenging 154
for eight in 20 overs with
skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur hitting a breezy
h a l f - c e n t u r y .
Harmanpreet smashed 52
off 34 balls with eight
fours and a six while
opener Shafali Verma
played an attacking knock
of 48 off 33 balls. Smriti
Mandhana (25 off 17 balls)
also started well but
couldn’t convert that into
a substantial knock. Left-
arm spinner Jess

Jonassen (4/22) was the
pick of the Australian
bowlers. Australia over-
hauled the target of 155
with an over to spare.
Ashleigh Gardner top-
scored for Australia with
a 35-ball 52 not out. For
India, Renuka Singh
grabbed four wickets for
18 runs, while Deepti
Sharma took two wickets.
Meghna Singh got one
wicket.

Brief scores

India: 154/8 in 20 overs
(Harmanpreet Kaur 52,
Shafali Verma 48, Jess
Jonassen 4/22).

Australia: 157 for 7 in 20
overs (Ashleigh Gardner
52 not out; Renuka Singh
4/18, Deepti Sharma
2/24).

Australia beat
India by 3 wickets

Australia’s Ash Gardner bats during the women’s
Twenty20 cricket match between Australia and India
on day one of the Commonwealth Games at Edgbaston
in Birmingham, central England, on July 29.

Cardiff, Jul 29 (AP):

South Africa took its
Twenty20 International
series with England to a
decider after easing to a
58-run win in the second
match. Rilee Rossouw
hit 10 fours and five
sixes in a 55-ball 96 not
out to steer the Proteas
to 207-3 in Cardiff after
being put into bat on
Thursday.

England was looking
to complete its third
highest T20 chase but
was all out for 149 in 16.4
overs, with Jonny
Bairstow the top scorer
on 30 and Tabraiz
Shamsi starring with
the ball with figures of 3-
27 off his four overs.

It was quite the turn-
around by South Africa,
which lost by 41 runs in
the first T20 on

Wednesday. The series
will be decided in
Southampton on Sunday.

“We held our catches,
we were lot clearer and
the batters were phe-
nomenal,” South Africa
captain David Miller
said. “We had a few
meetings this morning
to clear up a few things.
We had to pick ourselves
and did this game, which
is great.” England lost
wickets at regular inter-
vals. Jos Buttler made a
fast start with 29 off 14
balls at the top of the
order, while Jason Roy
(20), Moeen Ali (28) and
Liam Livingstone (18)
also failed to kick on.

“A few guys got starts
but didn’t play that
match-defining innings
that Rilee did,” said
Buttler, England’s cap-
tain.

SA wins 2nd T20 by 58 runs, takes series to decider

South Africa’s Rilee Rossouw celebrates after 
scoring a half-century.

Tarouba, Jul 29 (PTI):

Wicket-keeper batter
Sanju Samson on Friday

replaced an indisposed
KL Rahul in India’s T20I
squad for the ongoing se-
ries against the West
Indies, the BCCI said.
“KL Rahul was earlier
named in the squad and
his participation in the
T20I series was subject to
fitness.

The batter tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 last
week and has been ad-
vised rest by the BCCI
medical team,” BCCI sec-
retary Jay Shah said in a
statement. Sanju
Samson was part of the
squad in the recently
concluded ODI series
that the team won 3-0 and
scored a half-century in
the second game.

Sanju Samson replaces
KL Rahul in T20I squad

Dubai, Jul 29 (PTI):

Two-time World Cup-
winning captain Ricky
Ponting has backed Steve
Smith to come out of his
“indifferent” form as
Australia gears up for the
much-anticipated tour of
India early next year, say-
ing there is nothing wrong
with the star batter’s tech-
nique. Ponting reckons the
opposition teams may
have found ways to put
brakes on Smith’s free-
flowing batting.

“The best way to de-
scribe it is, it (Smith’s
form) has been indifferent.
For four or five years, he
has been so incredibly con-
sistent, making consistent-

ly high scores, making
four, five or six hundreds
in a Test match calendar
year and he hasn’t been
able to do that in the last
couple of years,” Ponting
said on ‘The ICC Review’.

“I have watched him
quite closely, and I don’t
think there is anything
technically there that has
changed too much.

“Opposition teams
maybe have finally started
to work out the way they
can slow him down from
scoring quickly or have
found some ways to attack
him and get him out,” he
added. Australia will tour
India in February-March
next year for a five-Test se-
ries, which is part of the
World Test Championship
(WTC) 2021-23 cycle.

Prior to the Test match-
es, Australia’s white-ball
team will travel to India
for a three-match T20I se-
ries.

Ponting backs Smith to 
come out of indifferent form

Umag (Croatia), Jul 29 (AP):

Top-seeded Carlos Alcaraz
eased past Norbert
Gombos 6-2 6-3 to start the
defense of his first ATP
title at the Croatia Open.
The 19-year-old Spaniard

became the second-
youngest player this centu-
ry to break into the top five
in the rankings, which
were announced Monday.
Only Rafael Nadal did it at
a younger age since 2000.
The fifth-ranked Alcaraz,

who lost in the final at the
Hamburg European Open
last week to Lorenzo
Musetti, broke Gombos
four times while saving all
seven break points he
faced on Thursday.

Alcaraz and Nadal are
tied for most ATP titles
this year four.

He will play Facundo
Bagnis in the quarterfi-
nals. The Argentine beat
French qualifier Corentin
Moutet 6-3 6-1.

Franco Agamenone
upset fourth-seeded
Sebastian Baez 3-6 6-1 7-5
for his second ATP main
draw victory while fellow
Italian qualifier Marco
Cecchinato upset eighth-
seeded Musetti 6-4 6-3.

Alcaraz cruises at Croatia 
Open, Musetti, Baez eliminated

Locals wade through a waterlogged street following incessant monsoon rains, in Moradabad, Friday.

MONSOON WOES

‘7.58 cr people got 
precaution dose of Covid

vaccine as on July 26’
New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

A total of 7.58 crore
people have got the
precaution dose of
Covid vaccine as on
July 26, Minister of
State for Health
Bharati Pravin Pawar

informed the Lok Sabha on
Friday. In a written reply,
she said that according to
WHO, 203 countries have
included booster or addi-
tional dose in their COVID-
19 immunisation schedule.

For individuals infected
with COVID-19, all vaccina-
tion, including precaution
dose, is to be deferred by
three months after recov-
ery, Pawar said. Precaution
dose is available under the
Covid vaccination pro-
gramme for all eligible ben-

eficiaries above 18 years,
after six months from the
date of administration of
the second dose.

Under the 'Covid
Vaccination Amrit
Mahotsava', precaution
dose is available free of cost
to all beneficiaries aged 18
years and above at all gov-
ernment covid vaccination
centres from July 15.

"With the launch of the
special initiatives of 'Har
Ghar Dastak' and 'Covid
Vaccination Amrit
Mahotsava', there is a sig-
nificant increase in the de-
mand and administration
of precaution dose across
the country. As on July 26, a
total of 7.58 crore benefici-
aries have received precau-
tion dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine," Pawar said.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh on Friday asked
young IAS officers to be
proactive as well as re-
sponsive to the citizens'
needs and aspirations.

Interacting with Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officers of the 2020
batch undergoing a three-
month stint as Assistant
Secretaries in the Central
government, he said tech-
nology and innovation
hold the key to addressing
the gaps in delivery and
implementation.

"But the basic prerequi-
sites are dedication and
commitment of the public
servants with a pro-people
attitude, which means
being proactive as well as
responsive to the citizens'
needs and aspirations
while remaining mindful
of the concerns," said
Singh, the Minister of

State for Personnel.
He said "we also need to

build trust between the
government and citizens"
as no society can prosper
peacefully and attain its
potential with a trust
deficit between the gov-
ernment and citizens.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been
emphasising people's par-
ticipation as the essence
of good governance
through 'Sabka Sath,

Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Viswas aur Sabka Prayas',
Singh said, "So, trust is
central to governance,"
the minister said. He said
that while one key to good
governance is technology,
the other essentially is
moral standard.

"Technology fosters
transparency and hence
accountability, which is
the basic feature of good
governance, while moral
standards impart legiti-
macy. "These two togeth-
er will usher in a new po-
litical culture preparing
the ground for bringing
in transformational,
path-breaking reforms,"
Singh said.

The Union minister said
that he was informed that
this batch of 175 officers
has 108 officers with an en-
gineering background and
many officers with a back-
ground in medicine, man-
agement, law and arts.

Patna, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Bulldozers have pulled
down the Dutch-era district
engineer's office building in
the Patna Collectorate cam-
pus as part of a redevelop-
ment project, even as the
fate of a heritage vault and
a vintage clock housed in
its two rooms is currently
unknown.

On Friday, a massive pile
of bricks and dismantled
iron beams lay deposited on
the site of the landmark
structure on the banks of
the River Ganga, with
labourers saying the mas-
sive central portion of the
iconic structure was demol-
ished a couple of days ago.
Barely two rooms in its
small west wing, one of

which houses an antique
hanging skylight has been
left standing, bringing an-
other chapter of Patna's era
to an end. The building's
elongated east wing was de-
molished on July 3 to make
way for the new
Collectorate complex.

The demolition took
place, ironically, nearly two
weeks after a team of ex-
perts from the Patna
Museum had visited the
Patna Collectorate demoli-
tion site on July 13 and in-
spected an over-a-century-
old steamroller made by a
British company, the
unique skylight and the
vintage safety vault housed
in a room of the district en-
gineer's office building in
its sprawling campus. The

vintage clock was mounted
on a wall in one of the
rooms on one end of the
now-demolished central
portion of the building
while the colonial-era safe-
ty vault was embedded in a
room on its other end.

Heritage lovers from vari-
ous parts of the country on
Friday expressed fear that
the two antique items --
safety vault and clock --
might have been buried,
and blamed it on "bureau-
cratic delay" on part of the

authorities, saying not a
single vintage item has
been rescued even though
the demolition began mid-
May and its team inspec-
tion happened over two
week ago.

From Patna to Kolkata
and Delhi to Haryana, his-
tory aficionados and antiq-
uity experts had appealed
10 days ago to the museum
authorities to "urgently
shift" the steam road roller,
manufactured by John
Fowler and Co. of Leeds,
England, and other vintage
items away from the demo-
lition site of the historic
Patna Collectorate.
Abhishek Ray, Kolkata-
based heritage enthusiast,
who has hunted many rare
vintage relics in the past

several years in various
cities in the country, said, "I
am shocked that nothing
has been rescued from the
demolition site yet.

What are museum au-
thorities waiting for? We
don't even know the fate of
these old items, whether
these were moved out or got
buried." "Patna Museum is
a prestigious institution
and isn't it the job of its offi-
cials to preserve our her-
itage. The vintage vault and
other items from the
Collectorate demolition site
should have been shifted by
now, but this lapse has hap-
pened due to bureaucratic
delay. It is very sad, authori-
ties don't accord priority to
heritage, more so when it is
threatened," he alleged.

Jammu, Jul 29 (PTI): 

A family member of
Flight Lieutenant Advitiya
Bal, who was one of the two
IAF pilots killed in a plane
crash on Thursday, ex-
pressed regret over the way
he died while flying an "ail-
ing" aircraft instead of
"fighting enemies". He also
urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh to immediately retire
the entire fleet of ageing
MiG-21 jets so that no more
young lives are lost.

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) pilots were killed
Thursday night when their
twin-seater MiG-21 trainer
aircraft crashed during a
training sortie near
Barmer. Wing Commander
M Rana from Himachal
Pradesh was the second

pilot. "Our child was pas-
sionate about fighting ene-
mies on the battlefield, but
after his death in the crash,
his goal will remain unful-
filled," his uncle Karamveer,
who is a retired army per-
sonnel, said. "I want to re-
quest the prime minister
and defence minister to re-
tire the MiG-21 (fleet) so that

no more youngsters lose
their lives," he added.
Hundreds of people from
various parts of Jammu
thronged the house of the
IAF pilot in Jindermehlu
hamlet in the border belt of
R S Pura to share the grief
of the family members.
Several of them said Bal
was a "new age role model"
for the children of the vil-
lage and they were proud of
his martyrdom. One of
them was Sanjay Singh,
who is preparing for the
National Defence Academy
(NDA) examination -- gate-
way for candidates aspiring
to join defence forces -- after
getting inspired by Bal.

"He was a role model for
all of us. Since childhood,
he was passionate about
becoming a fighter pilot
and fulfilled his dream,"
Singh said.

Nashik, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Nationalist Congress
Party president Sharad
Pawar on Friday hit out at
the Eknath Shinde-
Devendra Fadnavis dispen-
sation in Maharashtra
claiming there was no sign
of a cabinet expansion
even as the state faces a
"flood situation". Chief
Minister Shinde must ob-
serve and learn from the
visits of opposition leaders
to various affected areas so
that people get relief, he
added.

"It is about a month now
(the Shinde government
was sworn in on June 30)
but there is no sign of min-
isters. There is a flood situa-
tion in the state and farm-
ers are in trouble. A team of
ministers is necessary to
work in such a situation,"
he told reporters. "However,
the chief minister-deputy
chief minister are confi-

dent that they will run the
government on their own,
and, hence, there is no sign
of a cabinet expansion," he
added. Talking about tours
of opposition leaders to af-
fected areas, Pawar said the
CM must observe and learn
from them as these are not
visits for "felicitations" but
to understand the woes of
the people. "You can see the
contradiction. The chief
minister must learn some-
thing from this," he assert-
ed. Queried on the longevi-
ty of the new government,

Pawar claimed he was not
an astrologer to predict
such things but added that
his party was ready for

polls whenever they take
place. When people get to
cast their votes, the scene
will be different, Pawar

said, adding that his party
would keep a close watch on
how the new government
functions.

New Delhi, Jul 29 (PTI): 

A day
after two
IAF pilots
were killed
in a MiG-21
trainer air-
craft crash,
BJP MP
V a r u n
G a n d h i

called the plane a flying cof-
fin and asked when will the
frequent crashing aircraft
be removed from our fleet.

The Indian Air Force pi-
lots were killed Thursday
night when their twin-
seater MiG-21 trainer air-
craft crashed during a
training sortie near
Barmer. The IAF said the

aircraft was on a sortie
from Utarlai air base and
the accident took place at
around 9.10 pm in which
both the pilots lost their
lives. "The whole country is
shocked and saddened by
the incident in Barmer yes-
terday. For a few years now,
the MiG-21 has been in-
volved in frequent acci-
dents. The aircraft alone
has claimed the lives of
about 200 pilots," Gandhi
said in a tweet in Hindi.

"When will this 'flying
coffin' be removed from
our fleet? Parliament of
the country has to think,
will we allow our children
to fly this plane?" the MP
from Uttar Pradesh's
Pilibhit said.

Engineering student ended 
life due to stress over debts: SIT

Bhopal/Raisen, Jul 29 (PTI): 

Indebtedness drove
Bhopal-based engineer-
ing student Nishank
Rathore (21) to commit
suicide, a Special
Investigation Team said
on Friday.

Nishank's body was
found cut into two pieces
on railway tracks in
Barkedhi-Midghat area
of Madhya Pradesh's
Raisen district on the
evening of July 24.

His last message to his
father had given rise to
suspicion that the death
was connected to the
controversy caused by
suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma's re-
marks about Prophet
Mohammad.

It was not a murder,
said an SIT official here
on Friday. As per the
SIT which was formed to
probe the death,
Nishank's last mobile
phone message, written
in Hindi, to his father
read that "there is one
punishment for affront
to the Prophet head sev-
ered from the body."

The message sent the
state government and
police into a tizzy. He
had posted similar mes-
sage on his Instagram
account too.

But the SIT official
said on Friday that
Nishank had taken
loans from some people
and also from at least 18
online instant loan apps,
and was worried about

repayment.
It was not a murder. It

was a suicide. On June
23, a day before the sui-
cide, he had borrowed
Rs 50,000 from his sister
to pay his college fees,
but did not actually pay
the fees, the official said.

He might have written
the message mentioning
"affront to Prophet" to
win the support of
Hindu nationalists by
portraying himself as a
martyr or to get the gov-
ernment's help for his
family, the official
added.

"The line 'Nabi ki shan
me gustakh maf nahi'
had been doing rounds
after the killing of a tai-
lor in Udaipur for back-
ing Nupur Sharma," he

added.
No one knows what

was weighing on his
mind. We are all only
making guesses, the offi-
cial said.

No one had picked up
Nishank's phone -- found
near the body -- after his
death, probe officials
found. The device was
password-protected.

Nishank hailed from
Seoni-Malwa in
Hoshangabad district
and was studying at a
private engineering col-
lege in Bhopal.

The last message was
sent from his mobile
phone at 5.44 pm on July
24, minutes before he
was hit by a speeding
Grand Trunk Express at
6.02 pm.
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‘When will this flying coffin
be removed from our fleet?’

Varun Gandhi on MiG-21 crash

Varun Gandhi

‘Maha facing floods, farmers in trouble
but no sign of ministers’

‘Advitiya Bal joined IAF to fight 
enemies, not die in plane crash’

Family members of Flight
Lieutenant Advitiya Bal react
as they wait for his mortal
remains, at his residence in
Jammu, Friday.

Historic District Engineer’s Office building demolished
Fate of vintage vault, clock unknown

A construction worker among the rubble of demolished
District Engineers office building in the Collectorate
Campus, in Patna.

UNION MINISTER TO IAS OFFICERS

‘Be proactive, responsive
to citizens’ needs’


