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Nandlal Sharma 

Bhilai: Shanti Nagar,
Street 13 resident
Nandlal Sharma left for
heavenly abode at the
age of 85 years on
Friday. Funeral proces-
sion will be taken out
from his residence on
August 27 around 11:00
hrs and last rites of the
mortal remains will be
performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham.
He was the father of
senior journalist Ravi
Sharma and Mahendra
Sharma.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  2266::  Protesting
against the changes in BSP's
goods transport policy, the local
transporters staged a demon-
stration on Friday. Under the
banner of BSP Truck Trailer Steel
Transport Association, the irked
transporters observed Black Day
and staged a demonstration
near Rail Mill Gate in Khursipar.
Drivers and helpers also partici-
pated in the demonstration. The
transporters alleged that the
Bhilai Steel Plant has discontin-
ued the 40-years-old tradition by
allowing the transporters of the
other states.

They informed that the local

transporters are not getting
work from Bhilai Steel Plant.
About 500 transporters and
more than 3500 drivers and
helpers are left workless.
Association Patron Prabhunath
Mishra said that when the gov-
ernment is speaking about gen-
eration of employment locally,
the BSP management is provid-
ing work to outsiders and is ne-
glecting the locals. He added
that the locals have played a
vital role in the successful estab-
lishment and operation of Bhilai
Steel Plant. In such a situation,
BSP must think of the interests
of the local transporters.

Association President
Inderjeet Singh stated that they

are protesting against the BSP
management and the agents
who are involved in lifting work.
He further informed that more
than 1500 vehicles of 500 local
transporters have not got any
work in the last six months. The
transporters as well as the driv-
ers and helpers are facing prob-
lems of livelihood. He added that
at all the steel plants there is a
tradition of providing work to
local transporters. BSP had been
practicing the same in the last
four decades. 

But suddenly during the
Corona transition period, BSP
started awarding the works to
transporters of other states. Due
to this policy, the local trans-
porters are facing huge losses.
Gopal Khandelwal, Gani Khan,
Ashok jain, Anil Chaudhary,
Sudhir Singh, Umesh Singh,
Rudra Dada, Satbir Singh, Gokul
Sharma, Malkit Singh Lallu,
Gurmukh Singh, Baljinder Singh
and others were present in the
demonstration.

Garima Pradhan of city gets
International Literary Award 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  2266:: A writer from
the city Garima Pradhan re-
cently won international
recognition for her inspiring lit-
erary work. She is a life coach
and author of two life changing
novels. Through her work "A
Girl that had to be Strong" she
touched thousands of lives and
it also paved way for her suc-
cess. This novel brought her
International recognition in the
event setup by Ukiyoto
Publishing in Hyderabad, Taj
Vivanta. These publisher are
based out in Toronto, Canada
having spread in 70+countries
having head office in
Hyderabad.

Her book was awarded in -
"Top 30 books to look out for in
2022" award category this
year. In this event film pro-
duces, writers, retired war vet-
eran Mr Rao also became a
part. This year, her poem "love
is acceptance" also got im-

mense love from readers. That
made her rank 6th in hashtag
kalakar international poetry
competition. Also she was
awarded With "500 Most
Inspiring People of India 2022"
this year by Hobbyscope. 

She is well know as pride of
Bhopal and was awarded with
"Best author Bhopal". She
also got nomination for

women on mission 2019 by
Yourstory. Her books inspired
many book lovers and taught
them as a mentor they can
rely when they feel low or face
an adversity. Once can get a
copy of her novels from
Amazon & Flipkart. Also her
book "Broken is the New
Beautiful" removed stereo-
types from the society that
made her books more special.

Previously she was also ap-
preciated by Anadiben Patel
for her work. She was also ap-
preciated by APJ Abdul Kalam
sir when she was a kid.  She is
also a personality & a rela-
tionship coach who is healing
relationships and training
people to feel strong about
their making. Garima gives
her credit of success to her
supportive family as well as
in-law family that always
stood by her. She gave special
mention to her husband for
giving her the time & believ-
ing in her dreams like her. 
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Bhilai, Aug 26:
Department of
Management Studies, St
Thomas College, organ-
ised Induction Program
for newly joined BBA
Students. On this occasion
Dr Susan R Abraham,
Head, Dept of
Management Studies, gave
brief introduction about
the department and pre-
sented a brief report of
BBA course. In her ad-
dress she said that apart
from educational and aca-
demic studies every
Saturday an Activity is
conducted in which stu-
dents get basic inputs of
management education

with the help of Power
Point Presentation, Group
Discussion and Group
Activities. Madam special-
ly said that the main objec-
tive of activity class is to
ensure overall develop-

ment of students so that
students can update them-
selves according to the
present demand of indus-
try. During the program
Mahendra Ikhar,
Assistant Professor,

Department of
Management Studies pro-
vided the basic inputs of
Power Point Presentation
by giving a presentation.
Principal of the College Dr
MG Roymon

said that in St Thomas
College, Department of
Management Studies was
started in the year 1999 with
the objective of developing
the quality of management
within students and now
today students of
Department of Management
Studies are successfully
working at national and in-
ternational level. The pro-
gram was conducted by BBA
student Dhairya Gulwani
and Technical assistance
was given by Adnan Faizy.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has now
geared up to stop the in-
creasing accidents on the
roads. Under the guidance
of AK Bhatta, Executive
Director (Materials
Management) and
Chairman, Road & Rail
CFT, 59 Road Safety
Trainers have been devel-
oped, who regularly pro-
vide road safety training
to all plant workers to cre-
ate a safe environment in
the plant and township.
These 59 trainers have
been selected on the basis
of stringent criteria,
exams and tests. Of these,
37 have been trained for
two wheelers, 17 for four
wheelers, and 5 for heavy
vehicles.

All these trainers were
honoured with certificates
by 'Road and Rail CFT' in a
function recently. On this
occasion, Executive
Director (Materials
Management) and
Chairman, Road & Rail
CFT AK Bhatta congratu-
lated all the trainers and
said that now they should
play their part in keeping

the plant and worker fami-
lies free from road acci-
dents. He called for this
training of 'Defensive
Driving' to be organised in
various departments
along with HRD so that
more and more personnel
can be trained on road
safety. He expressed confi-
dence that these safety
trainings would play a

vital role in achieving the
thought behind the slogan
'Suraksha Ghar Se Ghar
Tak' of Bhilai Steel Plant.

On this occasion, the
members of Road and Rail
CFT Committee, Chief
General Manager
(Projects) Ashok Kumar,
Acting Chief General
Manager (Safety & Fire
Services) GP Singh,
General Manager-in-
Charge (CED) Rakesh
Pandey, Deputy General
Manager (Safety, HR and
Official Language) Ashok
Jaswani, M/s 'Swasya
Solutions' Gautam Nayak
along with General
Manager (HRD), Amulya
Priyadarshi were also
present. The program was
successfully compered by
the Manager (HRD) Avanti
Vuchula.

BSP to provide land to RMC for development works
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26: The con-
struction work of 30 bed
hospital, auditorium and
college building in Risali
Municipal Corporation
will commence soon. An
important decision was
taken in this regard dur-
ing a tripartite meeting
chaired by the Durg Rural
MLA and Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu. Bhilai
Steel Plant has agreed to
sign MoU for transfer of
proposed 151 acres of land.

Important decisions
were taken in the meeting
which was chaired by the
Home Minister late
evening on Wednesday. In
the meeting, discussion re-
lated to land transfer took
place. BSP Director I/c
Anirban Dasgupta clari-
fied that there is no prob-

lem in transferring the
land in public interest.

They have also dis-
cussed with the SAIL in
this matter. After a de-
tailed discussion on the
points of the MoU with the
Law Department, Risali
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) will sign the MoU.
Apart from this, the BSP
Director I/c, after conduct-
ing a survey of 70 acres of
land, will take action to

transfer it.
Various topics were dis-

cussed in the Circuit
House, Durg for more than
two hours. The meeting
was attended by Collector
Pushpendra Meena, BSP
Director I/c Anirban
Dasgupta, BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, DMC
Commissioner Prakash
Surve along with RMC
Commissioner Ashish

Devangan.
On the initiative of

Risali Corporation, the
BSP officials have decided
to start the construction of
a kutcha drain at the earli-
est to prevent water log-
ging in the corporation
area. It is noteworthy that
there is no drainage of
rain water in Risali sector,
Maroda sector and HSCL
colony Ruabandha of the
township which come

under the corporation
area. Due to lack of
drainage, water enters the
residential areas. BSP offi-
cials have decided to build
a temporary drain for the
storm water.

Many development
work and beautification
works are stuck in the
newly formed Municipal
Corporation Risali. As the
land belongs to BSP, NOC
is required for conducting
construction. Putting an
end to this issue, the offi-
cials of Bhilai Steel Plant
have decided to give NOC
for the development work
at the earliest.

In the meeting, the BSP
officials said that the BSP
would soon provide elec-
tricity and water connec-
tions in public toilets, CDC
centres, and water ATMs
built on the land of BSP.
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Bhilai, Aug 26: On the in-
structions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Abhishek Pallava
and supervision of
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu, an
awareness programme
was organised for com-
mon people, women and
children at Patan. SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore conducted the
awareness programme at
Swami Atmanand
Government English
school (SAGES), Patan. He
urged the people to obey
the traffic rules and gave
information about cyber
fraud, ATM fraud and

crime against women and
children, etc. The students
attended the programme
enthusiastically and asked
questions. The children re-
quested for a separate
class regarding fire safety.
Police assured to organize

a fire safety session very
soon. Inspector Shivanand
Tiwari (SHO, Patan),
Principal and staff of
Swami Atmanand
Government English
School and about 200 chil-
dren were present.

Universal Rail Mill organises
Shiromani Award ceremony 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26:
Shiromani Award cere-
mony was organised at
Universal Rail Mill of
BSP. Pali Shiromani
Award went to the
Manager of Universal
Rail Mill Bipin Kumar
Maurya. Karm
Shiromani Award went to
Sanjay Tripathi (ACT)
and Reddy Dilip Kumar
(OCT) for excellent and
exemplary performance
under the Shiromani
Award scheme of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant.

The main objective of
Karm Shiromani Award
and Pali Shiromani is to
honour the hardworking
and creative personnel
who have performed re-
markable performance in
the department with the
standard parameters of
safety, innovation in their
workplace, better resource

utilization and fulfillment
of organizational objec-
tives.

Chief General Manager
(URM) Anish Sengupta
honoured the personnel
with memento, citation,
appreciation letter for
their spouse and a sweet
coupon. And while con-
gratulating all the employ-
ees who were honoured
with the Shiromani
Award, they praised their
diligent contribution to-

wards their work.
In the function, Jasbir

Singh (Additional Labour
Welfare Officer) was pre-
sented a letter of apprecia-
tion by the Chief General
Manager for the exempla-
ry work done in URM.

On this occasion,
Hemant Pathak (General
Manager), Elias Ahmed
(General Manager), Rahul
Srivastava (General
Manager), Santosh Oswal
(General Manager), D

Behera (General
Manager), Parminder
Singh (Deputy General
Manager) and other offi-
cers and personnel were
present. The program was
conducted and coordinat-
ed by Assistant Manager
(Personnel Mill Zone-2)
Samayla Ansari.
Expressing their views,
the awardees said that
such awards have boosted
their morale and inspired
them to do better work.

Over 1000 vehicles checked
under intensive drive

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26: Durg
Police is conducting an in-
tensive vehicle checking
drive across the district.
Action is being taken
against bikers with two
pillion riders, without hel-
met, without documents,
drunken drivers and
those who violate traffic
rules. Superintendent of
Police,

Durg and gazetted offi-
cers are monitoring the
drive. Documents of more

than 1000 vehicles were
checked and action was
taken against more than
300 drivers who violated
the traffic rules.

In view of the upcom-
ing festive season,
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava has
directed an intensive ve-
hicle checking drive from
all the police stations of
the district. This cam-
paign was carried out
from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm
in all the police stations
and chowkis of district

Durg on Thursday. All the
police stations and chow-
ki in-charges led the vehi-
cle checking drives in
their respective jurisdic-
tions. The drive was moni-
tored by the gazetted offi-
cers.

SP visited Durg,
Chhawani and Bhilai
Nagar sub-divisions and
gave necessary guidelines
to the jawans. He appealed
to the general public to
follow the traffic rules and
use helmets while riding.

During the intensive ve-

hicle checking drive
across the district, docu-
ments of vehicles were
checked. Fine was collect-
ed from the violators. The
campaign continued till
late in the evening, in
which action was taken
against those driving
without helmets, without
documents, drunken driv-
ing, and violators of traf-
fic rules. Documents of
more than 1000 vehicles
were checked and action
was taken against more
than 300 vehicles.
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Police conducts awareness
programme at SAGES Patan

Road Safety training for defensive driving concludes Induction Program organised for
newly joined BBA students

GBM of BSP 
EX-OA to be held

on Aug 29
BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  2266:: The 50 th
General Body Meeting of the
BSP Ex-officers' Association
will be held on August 29 at
10:45 hrs in Pragati Bhavan
(OA Building), Civic Centre, to
discuss on important issues
such as Medical issues in BSP
Hospitals, SAIL Mediclaim
Scheme 2022-23, EPS 95
Pension present status,
Gratuity, 11 months' perks ar-
rears, next Medical camp of
Shree Narayana Hospital
Raipur & Sai Baba Eye Hospital
Bhilai etc. In-charge officer of
the Bhilai unit of MD India Mr
Hussain has been requested to
take part in the meeting to
speak on the SAIL Mediclaim
Scheme 2022-23. OA President
& SEFI Chairman Narendra
Banchhor, General Secretary
Parvinder Singh and Treasurer
Ankur Mishra will attend the
meeting and speak on the im-
portant issues. All the retired
officers of BSP hae been re-
quested to attend the meeting
at OA building. 

Transporters stage 
demonstration against BSP



Toll waiver
MMuummbbaaii::  The
Maharashtra government
on Friday waived toll on
Mumbai-Bengaluru and
Mumbai-Goa highways as
well as toll plazas of
other Public Works
Department roads from
August 27 to September
11 in view of Ganpati fes-
tivities, an official said on
Friday.It would give relief
to Ganpati devotees trav-
elling from different parts
of the state to the coastal
Konkan belt of the state,
he said. A statement from
the Chief Minister’s
Office (CMO) said those
wanting to avail the waiv-
er must approach the
Regional Transport
Authority (RTA).

Eeco-tourism 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  The
Odisha government on
Friday decided to devel-
op 13 more eco-tourism
retreats in different parts
of the state, an official
said. The decision was
taken during a meeting
chaired by Chief
Secretary S C
Mohapatra. “Ten new
spots have been chosen
for development of eco-
retreats with night stay
facilities, and three for
development of nature
camps for day tourists,”
he said.

Kushiyara MoU
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India and
Bangladesh have finalised
the text of an agreement
on interim sharing of the
water of the Kushiyara
river, in a development
that comes ahead of a
likely visit of Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to New Delhi next
month. The text of the
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was
finalised at the 38th min-
isterial-level meeting of
the India-Bangladesh
Joint Rivers Commission
(JRC) that took place in
Delhi on Thursday after a
gap of 12 years, accord-
ing to the 
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA).

Six dead 
AAmmbbaallaa::  Six members of
a family, including two
children, were found
dead at their home in a
village near Ambala
City on Friday morning,
police said. The dead
were identified as
Sukhwinder Singh (34),
his wife Reena (28),
their daughters Aashu
(5) and Jassi (7), father
Sangat Ram (65) and
mother Mahindro Kaur
(60), they said. 
Aashu’s birthday fell on
August 26. 

GANESH CHATURTHI

Vendors carry idols of Lord Ganesha, to be put on display for sale at a roadside
stall, ahead of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in Jammu, Friday.
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BRIEF

Locals with their 
belongings wade through a
waterlogged road following
incessant monsoon rains, in

Varanasi, Friday.
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New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):

Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Friday ended his five-
decade association with
the party, terming it com-
prehensively destroyed
and lashing out at Rahul
Gandhi for demolishing
its entire consultative
mechanism.

Laying bare the many
schisms in the party, Azad
wrote a five-page no holds
barred letter to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi,
describing her as a nomi-
nal figurehead and alleg-
ing that all important de-
cisions are being taken by
Rahul Gandhi or rather
worse his security guards

and PAs”. Azad, whose
resignation from all posi-
tions in the party, includ-
ing its primary member-
ship, comes ahead of cru-
cial organisational elec-
tions, accused the leader-
ship of committing a
giant fraud” on the party
in the name of “farce and
sham” internal polls.

He said no such exercise
had taken place at any

level and lists are being
prepared by the coterie
that runs the AICC.

In his scathing criticism
of the leadership, particu-
larly Rahul Gandhi, the
73-year-old termed the for-
mer Congress chief a
“non-serious individual at
the helm”. Proxies, Azad
wrote to Sonia Gandhi,
are being propped to take
over the leadership and

they will be nothing more
than “a puppet on a
string”.

A”remote control
model” had demolished
the institutional integrity
of the UPA government
and now the Congress
party, the former Jammu
and Kashmir chief minis-
ter alleged in the often
emotive, angry letter de-
tailing his grievances.

Ghulam Nabi Azad blames Rahul for 
‘comprehensively’ destroying Congress

‘GNA’s DNA Modi-fied’: Congress
New Delhi: The Congress on Friday launched an all-out attack
against Ghulam Nabi Azad after he resigned from the party, saying
his “betrayal” of the party leadership reveals his true character and
that his DNA has been “Modi-fied”.  A man who has been treated
with the greatest respect by the Congress leadership has betrayed
it by his vicious personal attacks which reveals his true character,
Ramesh tweeted, adding that “GNA’s DNA has been Modi-fied.”

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2266: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah would be on
day-long visit to Raipur on August
27. During his visit on Saturday,
the Union Home Minister would
be inaugurating the Regional
Office of National Investigation
Agency (NIA) in the morning
whereas in the evening, he would
be interacting with the intellectu-
als on book on Narendra Modi
before returning back to New
Delhi. According to information

received, the Union Home
Ministry has released the minute-
to-minute programme of Amit
Shah for August 27 visit. In the
afternoon, he would be inaugu-
rating the NIA office at Sector 24
in Nawa Raipur. Later, he would
be participating in the debate on
Modi@2 at Science College based
Deendayal Upadhayaya
Auditorium. He would also be vis-
iting the party headquarters situ-
ated at Kushabhau Thakre
Parishar in the evening to discuss
the political scenario with senior
leaders. Visit of Amit Shah on
August 27 holds special signifi-
cance as the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has already started
drastic changes in Organization
after the Regional General
Secretary (Organization) Ajay
Jamwal has taken over the charge
of Organizational affairs in
Chhattisgarh.

Raipur, Aug 26 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday directed authori-
ties to carry out anti-Maoist
operations by taking the
local population into confi-
dence, a government offi-
cial said. Addressing a
meeting of the unified com-
mand here at the New
Circuit House to review the
security situation and de-
velopment works in Left
Wing Extremism (LWE)-hit
areas, the CM also asked
them to expedite develop-
ment works in such areas.

“The government’s three-
pronged strategy of trust,
development and security
has resulted in decline in
Naxalite activities, an offi-
cial release quoted the CM
as saying in the meeting.
Better coordination be-
tween state police and
Central forces has expedit-
ed anti-Maoist operations
as well as development
works in these areas, due to
which the confidence of
people has increased in the
government, the release
quoted him as saying.
Setting up police camps in

core areas to tackle the
menace has helped provide
facilities like roads, cul-
verts, schools, electricity,
public distribution shops
(PDS) in the interiors of
Jagargunda, Kistaram and
Bheji (Sukma district),
Pamed, Basaguda and
Tarrem (Bijapur), he said.
The chief minister said
Palli (Narayanpur)-
Barsoor (Dantewada) state
highway number 5 that con-
nects Narayanpur,
Kondgaon, Bastar, which
was shut for a long time,
has been opened.

Chhattisgarh CM to officials

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2266  ((PPTTII))::

A pilot of a prominent air-
line has been removed from
flight duty after he failed a
drug test, a senior DGCA offi-
cial said on Friday. He is the
fourth pilot to fail the drug test
since the procedure for exami-
nation of aviation personnel for
consumption of psychoactive
substances came into effect
from January 31. The test is
done for the flight crew and
ATCs on a random basis.

So far, four pilots and one
Air Traffic Controller (ATC)
have tested positive for psy-
choactive substances.

According to the official, a pilot
of a prominent airline was sub-
jected to the drug test in the
national capital. He was found
positive in the confirmatory
test report received on August
23 and has been removed from
the flight duty, the official said.

However, details about the
airline or pilot were not dis-
closed. As per the Civil Aviation
Requirement (CAR), in case the
result of the confirmatory drug
test is positive for the first
time, then the personnel con-
cerned will be referred to a de-
addiction centre by the organi-
sation concerned for de-addic-
tion and rehabilitation.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):

The national parties
have collected more than
Rs 15,077.97 crore from un-
known sources between
2004-05 and 2020-21, an
analysis by the poll rights
body — Association for
Democratic Reforms,
showed. The total income
of national and regional
parties from unknown
sources for 2020-21 stands
at Rs 690.67 crore.

ADR considered eight
national parties and 27 re-
gional parties for this
analysis.

The national parties
comprised the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Indian
National Congress (INC),
All India Trinamool
Congress (AITC),
Community Party of India
(Marxist) (CPM),
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP), Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP),
Communist Party of India
(CPI) and National

People’s Party (NPEP).
The regional parties in-
cluded AAP, AGP,
AIADMK, AIFB, AIMIM,
AIUDF, BJD, CPI(ML)(L),
DMDK, DMK, GFP, JDS,
JDU, JMM, KC-M, MNS,
NDPP, NPF, PMK, RLD,
SAD, SDF, Shivsena, SKM,
TDP, TRS and YSR-
Congress.

The analysis conducted
on the basis of the parties’
Income Tax Returns (ITR)
and donations statements
filed with the Election
Commission of India
(ECI) found that between
FY 2004-05 and 2020-21, the
national parties have col-
lected Rs 15,077.97 crore
from unknown sources.

“For FY 2020-21, eight
national political parties
have declared Rs 426.74
crore income from un-
known sources and 27 re-
gional parties received Rs
263.928 crore income from
unknown sources,” it said.

During FY 2020-21,
Congress declared Rs

178.782 crore as income
from unknown sources
which is 41.89 per cent of
the total income of nation-
al parties from unknown
sources (Rs 426.742 crore),”
the analysis said.

BJP declared Rs 100.502
crore as income from un-
known sources which is
23.55 per cent of the total
income of national parties
from unknown sources.

The top five regional
parties in terms of un-
known income are YSR-
Congress with Rs 96.2507
crore, DMK with Rs 80.02
crore, BJD with Rs 67
crore, MNS with Rs 5.773
crore and AAP with Rs 5.4
crore.

47.06 per cent of the total
Rs 690.67 cr account for the
income from electoral
bonds.

The ADR said the com-
bined income of Congress
and NCP from the sale of
coupons between FY 2004-
05 and 2020-21 stands at Rs
4,261.83 crore.

Privacy concerns:
IRCTC withdraws 
tender for hiring 

consultant to monetise
passenger data

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The railways’ cater-
ing and ticketing arm IRCTC
has withdrawn a controversial
tender for hiring a consultant
to monetise its passenger and
freight customer data follow-
ing concerns over privacy, offi-
cials said on Friday.

IRCTC informed the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Information
Technology chaired by
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Friday that it was
no longer pursuing the tender.
The parliamentary panel had
summoned officials of the
Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC)
following a PTI report on the
tender for the appointment of
a consultant for digital data
monetisation. IRCTC MD and
Chairperson Rajni Hasija
deposed before the panel along
with other officials. “IRCTC has
withdrawn the tender in light
of the non-approval of the Data
Protection Bill,” an IRCTC offi-
cial informed the panel.

New Delhi, Aug 26
(PTI): The Supreme Court
on Friday directed listing
before a three-judge bench
pleas against the practice
of political parties prom-
ising pre-election freebies,
saying it appeared the is-
sues raised before it re-
quire an “extensive” hear-
ing. A bench headed by
Chief Justice N V
Ramana noted that cer-
tain preliminary issues
may be needed to be delib-
erated upon in these peti-
tions. The court order on
Justice Ramana’s last day
in office comes against the
backdrop of the freebies
versus welfare scheme de-
bate that has sparked a po-
litical slugfest in the re-
cent weeks. The bench,
also comprising Justices
Hima Kohli and C T
Ravikumar, said it was ar-
gued before it that the 2013
judgement delivered by a
two-judge bench of the

apex court in the matter of
S Subramaniam Balaji vs
The Government of Tamil
Nadu and others required
reconsideration.

“Looking into the com-
plexities of the issues in-
volved and the prayer to
overrule the judgement
rendered by a two-judge
bench of this court in
Subramaniam Balaji, we
direct listing of the set of
petitions before a three-
judge bench after obtain-
ing the orders from the
Chief Justice of India,” it
said. In its 2013 judge-
ment, the apex court had
noted that after examin-
ing and considering the
parameters laid in section
123 of the Representation
of People Act(RPA), it ar-
rived at a conclusion that
the promises in the elec-
tion manifesto cannot be
read into section 123 for
declaring it to be a corrupt
practice.

Pilot of prominent 
airline fails drug test

DGCA removes him from flight duty

‘Carry out anti-Maoist operations
by taking locals into confidence’

Amit Shah on day-long visit today

Pre-poll promises of freebies
require ‘extensive hearing’

National parties collected Rs 15,077 crore from
unknown sources between 2004-05 and 2020-21: ADR
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Agrawal presides over 
inter-departmental committee meeting 

Raipur, Aug 26: State
Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal took a
meeting of the inter-de-
partmental committee
on Friday. They dis-
cussed various issues in-
cluding land allotment.
Mr. Agrawal inquired
about the applications re-
ceived for allotment of
land. In the meeting, it
was decided to allot land
to Raipur Development

Authority for the con-
struction of different
types of buildings under
Indraprastha Phase-2
Raipur Housing Scheme.
Apart from South East
Central Railway,
Rajnandgaon, 4 other
cases were also dis-
cussed and instructions
were given to complete
the process of allotment
of land under the pre-
scribed premium and
land rent of the respec-

tive cases and prescribed
rules. In the meeting,
Secretary, Revenue
Department, N. N. Ekka,
Revenue Department’s
Under Secretary, Umesh
Kumar Patel, Housing
and Environment’s
Additional Secretary,
Tirkey, Finance
Department’s Additional
Secretary Nikhil
Agrawal and members of
the Inter-departmental
Committee were present.

‘Work on skill development and employment
oriented education for youth’

Raipur, Aug 26: overnor
Anusuiya Uikey held dis-
cussions with the vice chan-
cellors of private universi-
ties on Thursday. She told
the vice chancellors to work
by setting goals considering
vast potential in the field of
higher education in the
state.

She stressed the need for
providing skill and employ-
ment oriented education to
the students of the state.
There should be healthy
competition in the universi-
ties so that the capacity
building of the youth of the

state can be done, she said.
Higher Education Minister
Umesh Nandkumar Patel
and other officials were
present in the meeting.

The Governor said that
the new education policy
should be implemented in
the universities soon and
the pending process should
be completed soon. Effective
implementation of the new
education policy will be in
the interest of the students,
she said. She directed the
universities to make efforts
to get better grading in
NAAC and for this the qual-
ity of education and meet-
ing the required parame-
ters.

Governor Uikey also dis-

cussed relaxing the rules for
starting courses in universi-
ties in the interest of stu-
dents in view of the increas-
ing interest of students in
the fields of paramedical
and agriculture. She em-
phasized introduction of
agriculture courses.

She said that
Chhattisgarh being an agri-
cultural state and being geo-
graphically forested and re-
mote area, there is also a
need to expand health facili-
ties. In such a situation,
starting these two courses
will directly benefit the
youth of the state and they
will be able to benefit the
people by choosing it as a
career option.

Man, daughter killed in road accident
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2266:: A man and his
daughter were killed in a road
accident on a randomly made six
lane in Sankra on Raipur-Bilaspur
National Highway. After hitting
them, an unknown truck dragged
them to a long distance. 

According to TI Shivendra
Singh Rajput, a man and his
daughter of village Sukhari police
station Ranchirai of Balod district
have died in this road accident. 

The man and his daughter

were on a bike towards Bilaspur.
His daughter had to attend an
interview in Rawatpura
Government College in Bilaspur.
Nidham Singh’s father Devdas
Kurre, aged 55, was riding the
bike, while his daughter Kumari
Vidya Kurre, aged 23, was sitting
on the pillion seat. Their bike was
hit by an unknown truck coming
from behind after they crossed
the Tatibandh over bridge con-
necting six-lane.

SLBC, Financial Inclusion 
Sub-committee meeting organised 

Raipur, Aug 26: A meet-
ing of the State Level
Bankers Committee,
Financial Inclusion, sub-
committee, was organized
in association with Bank
of Baroda (BoB), under
the chairmanship of
Director, Institutional
Finance, Sheetal
Shashwat Verma on
Thursday. In this meeting,
all the bank-heads were di-
rected by the Chairman to
open branches for the ex-
pansion of banking
branches in remote areas
of Chhattisgarh.

Along with this, instruc-
tions were given to benefit
the Jan Dhan account
holders from social securi-
ty services like Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana
and Atal Pension Yojana

and the progress of banks
in the field of financial in-
clusion was reviewed.
Reserve Bank of India  in-
structed to review the
business representatives
at regular intervals and to
activate all the business
representatives.

On behalf of Bank of
Baroda, Network Deputy
General Manager,
Chhattisgarh, Anmay
Mishra, requested to fol-
low the instructions given
by the Chairman and de-
tailed information was
given about financial in-
clusion. A special call was
made to extend the bene-
fits of the facilities to the
people deprived of bank-
ing services. SLBC, Head,

Mr D.K. Upadhyay asked
all the banks to take
prompt action at the allot-
ted space for banking ex-
pansion.

Heads/representatives
of all banks of
Chhattisgarh state, repre-
sentatives of NABARD
and government depart-
ments were present in this
program. The program
was conducted by  Arvind
Verma, Senior Manager,
Bank of Baroda, Raipur.
Mr. Amit Ranjan, Mr.
Nishant Dwivedi, Mr.
Baljit Singh and Mr.
Prasannajit Mukherjee
from Bank of Baroda  ex-
tended their cooperation
to make the program suc-
cessful.

HNLU career development
conclave- 2022 today

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2266::  The HNLU Career
Development Conclave 2022 is
set to organise its seventh panel
discussion on the theme “A Leap
to Entrepreneurship/Start-Ups”
on 27th of August, 2022.In this
session, the welcome remarks
will be given by the Dr. Y.
Paparao, Associate Professor,
HNLU, Raipur followed by open-
ing remarks by Prof. (Dr.) Uday
Shankar, Registrar & Professor,
HNLU, Raipur. 

The opening session shall be

followed by a panel discussion
and hosting of the esteemed
panel consisting of Mr. Shashank
Bijapur, Co-Founder & CEO
SpotDraft, Ms. Madhumita
Agrawal, Co-Founder & CEO
Oben EV, Mr. Tanuj Kalia,
Founding CEO, Lawctopus and
Ms. Smita Chandra Founder and
Partner, Taru Legal. Mr.
Shashank and Ms. Smita are also
alumni of HNLU from the under
graduate batches of 2008 and
2013 respectively.

Ch’garh conferred with Outlook
Traveler Awards-2022

Raipur, Aug 26: In the se-
ries of awards given by
Outlook Group in various
categories, this time Bastar
in Chhattisgarh has been
awarded as ‘Best of Beat
Destination’ with a Special
Jury Award in the Outlook
Travelers Award-2022 cate-
gory. The award ceremony
was held on  August 24 in
New Delhi. The award was
presented by the Secretary,
Tourism and Culture
Department in a ceremony
held in the chief hospitality
of Union Tourism and
Culture Minister, Mr.
Kishan Reddy and on  behalf

of Chhattisgarh, Secretary,
Department of Tourism and
Culture Mr Anbalagan P. re-
ceived the award. It is note-
worthy that this year is the
19th year of the awards. At
the same time, the theme of
this year’s Outlook Group
summit is “The Third Age
of Travel”. These awards
were decided on the basis of
a travel survey being con-
ducted by a research agency
and then the feedback was
scrutinized by the jury
members.

Book ‘Modi@20’ should be read by one & all: Choudhary

Raipur, Aug 26: BJP State
Secretary OP Choudhary
said that the book based
on PM Narendra Modi i:e
‘Modi@20’ should not only
be read by all BJP leaders
and workers but also those
associated with Congress.
He said that there is need
to read this book without
any political prejudices
rising above party line. A
seminar on the book
‘Modi@20’ is being organ-
ised on Aug 27 at Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyay audi-
torium from 3:30 pm and
in this the keynote speak-
er will be the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Addressing a press con-
ference at BJP’s Ekatma
Parisar, OP Choudhary
said that the journey of
PM Narendra Modi from

becoming CM of Gujarat
and as the Prime Minister
has been a long journey
and this political journey
has become the world
record. Earlier this record
was in the name of former
US President Bill Clinton.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is the only world
leader on the journey  as
CM to the country’s Prime
Minister, he added.

Speaking further OP
Choudhary informed that
there have been many re-
forms in the field of eco-
nomics, banking and other
fields after Modi becoming
as the India’s PM. The mo-
bile technology has moved
ahead in revolutionary
manner. Citing about the
books, Choudhary in-
formed that there are 21
chapters in the book

‘Modi@20’ and it has
been written by experts
from different fields. In
this book where one will
get to read in the preface
about the well-known
singer Lata Mangeskar,
on the other, one get to
read subjects by Sadguru
Jaggi Vasudev, Ajit
Dobhal, Anupem Kher,
Nandan Nilekani, Sudha
Murty and others well-

known personalities.
OP Choudhary further

said that if any leader
stays in top post for long,
generally there is anti-in-
cumbency which takes
over. But this has not
happened with Narendra
Modi. He got major suc-
cess in 2014 polls and in
2019 as well. PM Modi
freed this nation from the
political of coalition.
Since Amit Shah has
closely seen this journey
of PM Narendra Modi
closely, therefore he is the
keynote speaker in this
seminar. This type of
seminar is being organ-
ised all over the country.
This book should be read
by all party leaders of
BJP, including Congress
and all the professional
including doctors, jour-
nalists and others. In this
conference Deepak
Mahaske, Shatabdi
Pandey, Nalnesh
Thokane and Anurag
Agrawal were also pres-
ent.

Azad’s departure is no loss
to Congress: Baghel

Raipur, Aug 26: Speaking
to media persons CM
Bhupesh Baghel com-
menting upon resignation
by senior Congress leader
Gulam Nabi Azad charged
that staying in Congress
he tried to cause damage
to the party. Congress gave
him all those responsibili-
ties which should be given
and still he tried to find
out the shortcomings.
There would not be any
loss to  the party on his
leaving Congress, CM
added.

Bhupesh Baghel coming
down heavily against the
BJP said that everybody
knows about its history
and as to which party
Nathuram Godse was as-

sociated with. How the
Jheeram Ghati massacre
took place is also known to
all, he said, adding that
about the BJYM’s protest
the protestors deliberately
tried to provoke the police
and were indulging in
scuffle and scolding the po-
lice jawans. They wanted
use of lathi-charge upon

them and wanted the po-
lice to release water can-
non and tear gas and after
which they all would have
gone for Chhattisgarh
bandh. But the state police
acted with lot of patience
and caution and did not re-
taliated any of their moves
and this literally left BJP
without any cause to
blame the government.

Azad should have put
his views on party’s
forum: Singh Deo

Commenting about res-
ignation by Gulam Nabi
Azad from Congress, state
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo said that it is his per-
sonal decision and proba-
bly he is now feeling that
he does not owns any place

to work in the Congress.
Singh Deo said that there
can be differences of opin-
ion on issue, but every-
body has some or the other
expectations and to which
all have, including me and
if they are not fulfilled
then expressing it on pub-
lic platform becomes out
of the discipline. Singh
Deo said that Azad has
been putting forth many of
the inside talks of the
party on public platform
and the party did not took
any action against him re-
specting his stature and
position. Singh Deo said
that it would have been
better if Azad would have
put forth his views on
party’s forum.

‘TOYS ON DEMAND’

The toys in the form of ‘bulluck-carts’ and bulls are in display for the rituals and games organised on occasion of
‘Pola’ here on Friday.

Three IAS offices
empanelled as
Jt. Secy by GoI

Raipur, Aug 26:
Three IAS officers
from Chhattisgarh
have been empanelled
as Joint Secretary by
the Government of
India (GoI). This in-
clude IAS officers
Ankit Anand, S.
Bhartidasan and
Allex Paul Menon.
DOPT has empanelled
55 IAS officers of 2006
as the Joint Secretary.

It is notable here
that Ankit Anand is
working as Chairman
Chhattisgarh State
Power Company and
also as Secretary in
the Energy depart-
ment and as Secretary
in CM Secretariat as
well. S Bhartidasan is
posted as Secretary in
CM Secretariat and
Allex Paul Menon is
on inter-state deputa-
tion and posted in
Chennai.

Seminar on this
book at Deendayal
Upadhyay auditori-
um today; HM to be
keynote speaker

Chhattisgarh’s Bastar
adjudged ‘Best of
Beat Destination’

Secretary,
Department of
Tourism and Culture,
Mr. Anbalagan P.
received the award

In association 
with BoB

Governor to Vice
Chancellors

Raipur, Aug 26: The police
nabbed red-handed a youth
trying to break the ATM
and conducting theft. The
accused arrested is Anshu

alias Anshul Dubey and the
case is that of Tikrapara
Thana.

As per information in
this regard, on intervening
night of Aug 25-26, the
Tikrapara Police was on
night patrolling in the
thana area and they got an

information that some un-
known person has entered
inside the ATM booth of
Indus Ind Bank near Moti
Nagar Petrol Pump and is
trying to damage the ATM
machine.

On this the police imme-
diately reached the site and
found that ATM has been
damaged and there is no
one present there. The
team filed case against un-
known and later came to
know that he was hiding
sitting in a bush nearby.
When the police asked he
disclosed his name as
Anshu and accepted that he
had broken the ATM ma-
chine and a knife was also
seized from his possession.

Raipur, Aug 26: Thieves
strike rich by breaking
open the lock of an aban-
doned house in
Mathpurena area of capi-
tal city and ran away
with cash and jwelleries
worth Rs 5.30 lakh. A
complaint in this regard
has been filed with the
police and matter is
under investigation.

As per reports in this
regard, the complainant
Savita Mishra informed
that the thieves breaking
the lock of abandoned
house in Durga Chowk in
Mathpurena area have
taken away gold jew-
elleries and cash. It was

at 9:00 in the morning,
her son Ayush Mishra
left out for some work, by
locking the front gate
and giving keys to her.
Returning half-an-hour
later, her son Ayush came
back and went inside
from the shop area and
found the lock on the
main gate broken and
fallen below. Entering in-
side the house he found
all the goods lying in scat-
tered condition and the
Almirah door open and
cash and jewelleries
worth Rs 5.30 lakh stolen.

The police has filed a
report and taken the mat-
ter under investigation.

Thieves run away with cash,
jewelleries worth Rs 5.30 lakh
From an abandoned house in Mathpurena

Youth trying to damage
ATM machine arrested

p With police getting
timely information
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Rajim, Aug 26: As per in-
structions by the Minister

for Home, PWD, Religious
Trust and Tourism
Tamradhwaj Sahu, a meet-
ing of local members of

Rajim Maghi Punni Mela
was held here on
Thursday.

In the beginning, the of-

ficials present gave infor-
mation about the new fair
venue and in this infor-
mation was given about
linking the old mela
venue with the new mela
venue was given along
with proposed amenities
for citizens.

MLA Amitesh Shukla
on this occasion gave in-
structions to ensure that
devotees do not face any
problems and ensure
that all facilities are
available at the nen Mela
venue and the work of
land acquisition for road
be compeleted on time.

MLA Abhanpur
Dhanendra Sahu in the
meeting gave instruc-
tions to provide all basic
amenities like electrici-
tiy, water, road and oth-
ers to citizens at the new
Mela venue.

Meeting was attended
by Nagar Panchayat
President Rekha Raju
Sonkar, Janpad
Panchayat President
Pushpa Sahu, Janpad
Panchyat President
Magarlod Jyoti Diwakar
Thakur, Nagar Palika
President Navapara-
Dhanraj Madhyani, ex-
MP Chandulal Sahu,

MP's rep- Rikesh Sahu,
members of Kendriya
Rajim Mela Samiti and
Collector Prabhat Malick,

SP JR Thakur, Upper
Collector JR Chourasia,
SDM (Revenue) Rajim
Avinash Bhoi, KLK Sahu

from electricity board and AK Singh SDO from PWD.
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Meeting of local members held for Rajim Punni Mela

Offices wear 
deserted looks, work

badly affected

Dongargarh, Aug 26:
There is great deal of re-
sentment and aggression
among the state govern-
ment employees over
non-payment of DA and
HRA as per the 7th pay-
scale to the central gov-
ernment employees and
due to which they all
have entered into leave
en-mass from Aug 22 and
are into pen-down strike
for indefinite period.

In support of their de-
mand, they staged
protest outside city's
Tehsil office on Aug 22.
In the dharna on the first
day, Block convener
Bhelsingh Verma,
General Secretary
Yogesh Choure, Media
in-charge Amitabh
Dufare, organisation sec-
retary Amit Vaishnav,
Treasurer Dr Kamal
Gupta, V-P Bhisham
Thakur, Rakesh Sinha,
Amit Vaishnav,
Shivendra Mishra and
others.

Stray cattle still
a menace in
urban areas

Pandaria, Aug 26: The
need for construction of
'Gouthan' seems to be re-
quired more in urban
areas now, as the same in
rural areas is just alive
for name sake. As per re-
ports, no 'Gouthan' in
rural areas seems to be
complete or functional
in full sense as of date,
whereas stray cattle is
still a menace in such
area and there are al-
ways scores found sit-
ting on the road.

In city's Gandhi
Chowk and Tehsil
chowk, one can easily
seen hundreds of stray
cattle sitting on the road
and which may lead to
accident some day. At the
same time the local ad-
ministration is not tak-
ing any action and all
this is posing lots of
problems to daily com-
muters and those on ve-
hicles.

On first two days of
strike by CKAF members
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BULL FIGHT

Two bulls are fighting in the middle of the road and this led to traffic jam on the road here on Friday afternoon

BALCO helping local communities
with water infrastructure

Balconagar, Aug 26:
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and a
subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium, is helping
local communities get sus-
tainable access to quality
water by constructing and
rejuvenating farm ponds,
community ponds and
farm bunds. Availability of
water is a prerequisite for
ensuring unhindered agri-
cultural operations, meet-
ing the needs of the nearby
communities and main-
taining the ecological bal-
ance of the surrounding
ecosystem. To aid local
communities with their
drinking water and irriga-
tion needs, BALCO has con-
structed a total of 108 water
infrastructures (19 farm
ponds, 2 community ponds,
81 farm bunds, 6 dug wells)
in FY23 with a total storage
capacity of approximately
21 million litres. Since in-
ception, the company has
developed more than 150
check dams, farm ponds,
community ponds etc. in
the region, with cumula-
tive storage capacity of 85
million litres.

These water infrastruc-

tures are benefitting over
200 farmers of neighbour-
ing villages by enabling
them to harvest more than
one crop in a year due to in-
creased availability of
water. Apart from helping
the local community, the
water structures have also
contributed towards in-
creasing soil moisture con-
tent and maintaining
groundwater levels, thus
positively impacting the
agricultural ecosystem in
the region.

Speaking about the im-
portance of the initiative,
Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said,
“Water is a critical shared
resource, highly intercon-
nected with our land, cli-
mate, ecosystems, as well
as society, culture, and the

economy. And hence, at
BALCO we focus on effec-
tive management of this re-
source, for improving the
livelihoods of the local
communities and main-
taining the natural ecosys-
tem of the region.
Committed to our mission
of excellence in environ-
ment management, we, at
BALCO, are dedicated to-
wards transforming the so-
cieties and environment for
good.”

Ashok Manjhwar, a
farmer of Karumouha vil-
lage, said, “The water infra-
structures built by BALCO
have proved to be of im-
mense help to me and my
community members. With
the increased availability of
water, we are now able to
follow a multiple cropping

system, which has im-
proved our yield and en-
hanced our household in-
comes.”

Dr. S Shrivastava,
Regional Manager of
Action for Food Production
(AFPRO) Raipur, added,
“AFPRO has been BALCO’s
partner in effective man-
agement of natural re-
sources and its allied sector
interventions for socio-eco-
nomic development of the
farming community and
sustainable environmental
management. AFPRO is
grateful to BALCO for this
partnership, which con-
verted a visionary thought
process and environmental
consciousness into actions
that uplift the society and
positively impact our envi-
ronment.”

Lecture by Prof.(Dr.) Philippe Cullet today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 26: The
HNLU Exchange
Academy (HEXA) is  con-
ceptualized with an aim
to build partnership with
Universities/Institutions
/ organisations within
India and internationally
for academic collabora-
tion of teaching, re-
search and advocacy. The
Academy will facilitate
exchange programmes
for faculty, students and
research scholars on
areas of mutual interest
and strengths.

HEXA will strengthen
National and
International coopera-
tion for better under-
standing of legal and re-
lated interface of public
policy. The Academy is in
the process of identifying
partnerships and aims

for a vibrant exchange of
ideas.

HEXA International
Talk Series is designed to
invite scholars and pub-
lic policy workers to de-
liver lectures and inter-
act in offline/online
mode every month. Prof.
V. C. Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor of HNLU said
, “The launch of HEXA
and the International
Talk Series  as a segment
of the Academy will give
a platform for Indian and
International under-
standing of Global is-
sues”

The inagural lecture in
the Talk series will be de-
livered by Prof.(Dr.)
Philippe Cullet, School of
Law, University of
London on ‘Why
Sustainability matters
for our better future’ on

Aug 27 between 11-12 pm.
Dr Philippe Cullet is
Professor of internation-
al and environmental law
at the School of Oriental
and African Studies
(SOAS) London. He is
also a Senior Visiting
Fellow at the Centre for
Policy Research in New
Delhi. In 2015-2017, he
was a member of the
committee of the
Government of India’s
Ministry of Water
Resources, River
Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation drafting
the Draft National Water
Framework Bill, 2016
and the Groundwater
( S u s t a i n a b l e
Management) Bill, 2017
He is currently working
on septage management,
water ATMs and farm-
ers’ rights.

Go Green Club conducts Plantation drive
Raipur, Aug 26: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Go Green Club in
collaboration with
Horticulture Committee
conducted a plantation
drive as a part of ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ starting
from 15th August to 22nd
August, 2022 at Engine
Garden, NIT Raipur. Dr.
A.M. Rawani, Director,
NIT Raipur inaugurated
the drive by planting the
first sapling. The planta-
tion drive was organized
under the guidance of Dr.
D.C. Jhariya, Professor In-

Charge, Go Green Club,
Dr. S. Bhowmick,
Chairman, Horticulture
Committee, and efficiently
coordinated by the student
coordinators of Go Green
Club.

A highly enthralling
and overwhelming partici-
pation was witnessed in
the drive. Various types of
medicinal plants, fruit
seedlings, flowering plants
and oxygen plants were
planted. The Forest
Department donated a
whopping 2000 plants of
fruit, medicine and oxy-

gen. Upendra Chaurasiya,
PhD scholar at NIT Raipur
donated 20 plants.
Narendar Singh Saini and
Kunjan Thadani from
Innodeed Systems Pvt Ltd.
donated around 200 plants
each. Dr. DC Jhariya,
Department of Applied
Geology, NIT Raipur do-
nated around 50 plants and
Dr. Mridu Sahu,
Department of
Information Technology
donated 100 plants. Apart
from these, students from
Go Green Club also donat-
ed 50 plants altogether.

Raj Rish Nanda gets ticket to ISRO
Raipur, Aug 26: Working as-
siduously to succeed in the
NAC-2022 (National
Astronomy Challenge), DPS,
Raipur’s student, Raj Rishi
Nanda achieved an over-
whelming percentile in the
NAC exam that was conduct-
ed all over India on 22nd
January 2022. He has bagged
the NAC’s championship tro-
phy which has rewarded him
a sponsorship for felicitation
at Thiruvananthapuram
with a visit to Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre ISRO.
He is the only student from
Chhattisgarh to have
achieved this feat. The event
was worth the wait and gave
him an opportunity to inter-
act with the eminent scien-
tists of ISRO. The National
Champ was felicitated dur-
ing the Gala Award
Ceremony on 16th August.
The Chief Guest of the occa-
sion was Dr K Rajeev,
Director Space Physics Lab,
VSSC, ISRO. The other emi-

nent guest of honour was Dr
Anand Narayan, Professor of
Astronomy, Indian Institute
of Space Technology. Dr Mila
Mitra, Co-founder of Stem
and Space and, Ms Kim,
Global Associate of Stem and
Space.

Designed with precision
and innovative strategies by
experts, the preparatory con-
tent of NAC resonates with
every grade and prepares one
for the exam and beyond.
This is the reason why DPS
supports these platforms and
motivates its students to at-
tempt these exams. Raj feels

more inclined towards astro-
physics after his visit to ISRO.

Another feat accomplished
by Raj is his ascendency in
the school’s legacy by grab-
bing SOF Academic
Excellence Scholarship
Award, which made
Principal, Raghunath
Mukherjee say, “Efforts such
as Raj’s is likely to achieve a
golden ball and a conducive
spirit into accessing world
class content in astronomy.”

Complimenting Raj, Pro
Vice Chairman, Mr. Baldeo
Singh Bhatia and senior man-
agement members Mr. Vijay
Shah and Mr. Pukhraj Jain of
the school committee also
commented, “Nurturing aspi-
rants and enthusiasts who de-
sire to establish their careers
in Astronomy and Space
shall get a positive boost
through this stalwart’s exem-
plary success. We hope this
learning exposure gives him
a dynamic content and
awareness.”

Constitution of the Proctorial Board in CU revised
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Aug 26: In
order to maintain disci-
pline in Guru Ghasidas
Central University, the fol-
lowing Proctorial Board
has been constituted, till
further orders, in place of

the previously constituted
Proctorial Board and the
names are as follows: Dr.
Gauri Tripathi - School of
Arts; Bhushan Singh
Gautam - School of
Engineering and
Technology; Dr. Sagar
Jaiswal - School of Law; Dr.

Monika Bhadauria - School
of Life Sciences; Dr. Kumar
Aditya - School of
Management and
Commerce; Dr. Dhananjay
Gopal - School of
Mathematical and
Computer Sciences; Dr.
Sunil Kumar Jain - School

of Natural Resources; Dr.
Ashish Kumar Singh -
School of Physical
Sciences; Dr. Rambabu -
School of Social Sciences;
Omprakash Gange - School
of Education; Alka Ekka -
School of Interdisciplinary
Education and Research.

Expresses gratitude towards Govt for assistance

Raipur, Aug 26: President
and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Christel
House International Bart
Peterson on Friday said
that Christel House model
should be encouraged
across the world in order to
provide quality education
to children from under-
privileged communities.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Hotel Babylon
Capital here, Bart
Peterson, who was on a
three-day visit to
Chhattisgarh, said that the
need of the Christel model
is very high and it needs to
encouraged at different 
levels.

He added, there is one
limitation in the Christel

House model that it cannot
be run in remote rural
areas because quality
teachers could not ac-
cessed there. This concept
requires the availability of
quality teachers and basic
facilities to successfully
run the model.

To a question on the se-
lection criteria of students
for the school, Mathew
replied that they pass
through a rigorous selec-
tion process of 6-7 months
and finally arrive at a con-
clusion to select the stu-
dent. The selection is based

on poverty but several
other factors like socio-eco-
nomic status of the family
is also taken into consider-
ation. It was informed that
Christel House Naya
Raipur after completing
seven years is taking
strides for increasing class-
es from VII to XII and nec-
essary infrastructure has
been made available by the
state government. CFO of
Christel House
International Mr Joe and
Christel House India CEO
Mathew were also present
at the press conference.

Ten BJP MLAs don’t want
their party’s return to

power in state: Upadhyay 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 26: Ten
Bharatiya Janata Party
MLAs are the political al-
lies of Congress and they
do not want formation of
BJP government, claimed
Parliamentary Affairs
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay.
According to him recent
agitation by BJP against
the Congress government
in Chhattisgarh after four
and a half years was con-
ducted of frustration.
According to him
Chhattisgarh is the only
state in the country which
the BJP government at the
Center could not scare
through ED and IT.

After recent demonstra-
tion by Bharatiya Janata
Party, Upadhyay made sev-
eral sensational allega-
tions against it, saying
that BJP cannot succeed
in Chhattisgarh now be-

cause ten of its MLAs do
not want it to return to
power. ‘Ten out of 14 BJP
MLAs are so close political
allies of the Congress and
they do not want BJP win
the upcoming assembly
elections. This is evident
from the fact that they re-
mained silent for four and
a half years.

But the BJP government
at the Center wants to
make a comeback in 2024,
so in order to challenge the
Congress leadership of
Chhattisgarh, a new exper-
iment was being done with
the change in the double
engine, in which the State
President and Leader of

Opposition were changed,
Upadhyay said and added
that new state president
and opposition leader too
would fail.

Attacking BJP for its re-
cent agitation on the issue
of unemployment he said
that it should consider its
own failure on the issue.
Central Government has
told the Parliament that in
these eight years between
April 2014 and March 2022,
about 22 crore people ap-
plied for regular jobs in
various departments of the
Central Government, out
of which only 7.22 lakh
people got jobs. In simple
words, only 0.32 percent of
the people who applied for
the job could get the job.

This is a tip of iceberg,
he said. Given the govern-
ment figure on unemploy-
ment the employment sce-
nario in entire country
during the last eight years
deteriorated for the first
time in the history of the
country.

According to CMIE,
about 12 crore people lost
their jobs in the first wave

of Covid-19, while in 2021,
due to the second wave, one
crore people had to leave
their jobs.

Problem of unemploy-
ment cropping up due to in-
flation and economic crisis
in the country is a major
issue and therefore BJP
leaders are not in a posi-
tion to say on it, Upadhyay
said, adding that BJP is
trying to topple and desta-
bilize the elected govern-
ments under a conspiracy
through ED, IT and CBI. Be
it Bihar, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh, undemocratic
powers are being used every-
where, he said. Moreover at-
tempts are being made to
crush those within BJP who
tell the truth, he said, adding
that this dictatorship of
Modi-Shah has now reached
a worse position than the
British who ruled India for
200 years. This will lead to a
serious consequence for the
country in the future and
once again the common peo-
ple will take to the roads for
independent Swaraj, he
added.

Claims they are
political allies of
Congress

Expresses gratitude
towards Govt for
assistance

Bart Peterson during his visit, interacted with stu-
dents and teachers of the school.

A mesmerizing cultural programme was presented
by the students of the school. A short play ‘Eklavya’
was enacted by the students.

Speaking on the occasion, Bart Peterson said that
the Christel House is a place of magic and everybody
goes above and beyond. Christel House makes good
environment for teachers and students to blossom
and achieve their full potential, he added. He was de-
lighted to see the school premises clean and safe. Bart
also applauded the performance of the students.

Head Programs of Christel House International
Catlin Teague, Senior Vice President (Global
Academics), Morty Ballen, CFO of Christel House
International Mr Joe, Christel House India CEO
Mathew, Principal of Christel House India Atal
Nagar Vandana Yadav, Head of Finance and
Administration, Ranjeet Jha, teachers and students
were present. The parents of the students also per-
formed Suva dance to entertain the students and the
teachers.

Bart Peterson visits Christel
House, Nava Raipur school

From School of Law,
University of
London, under
HEXA Int’nl lecture
series

150 water infra-
structures dedicated
to community since
inception



POPE INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE

Pope Francis waves as he leaves at the end of an audience with participants to a pilgrimage of altar servers from

France, in the Pope Paul VI hall at the Vatican, Friday.
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Islamabad, Aug 26 (PTI):

Pakistan government
has declared a national
emergency as rain-in-
duced floods have so far
killed 937 people, including
343 children, and left at

least 30 million without
shelter.

Sindh Province reported
the highest number of
deaths as 306 people lost
their lives due to floods
and rain-related incidents
from June 14 to Thursday,

according to National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA).

Balochistan reported 234
deaths whereas Khyber
Pakh tun khwa and
Punjab Province recorded
185 and 165 deaths, respec-
tively. In Pakistan-occu-
pied Kash mir, 37 people
were killed while nine
deaths were repor ted in
the Gilgit-Baltistan reg ion
during the current mon-
soon rains.

According to the NDMA,
Pakistan received 166.8
mm of rain in August, as
opposed to the average of
48 mm - an increase of 241
per cent. Sindh and
Balochistan - the worst-hit
regions - witnessed a 784
per cent and 496 per cent
increase in the monsoon
deluge, respectively, the
Dawn News reported.

The abnormal increase
in rainfall generated flash
floods across the country,
particularly in the south-
ern part of Pakistan,

which rem ains inundated
at the moment with 23 dis-
tricts of Sindh being de-
clared calamity-hit , the
newspaper reported.

Minister for Climate
Change Sherry Rehman
said on Thursday that a
war room has been set up
by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif at NDMA,
which would spearhead re-
lief operations across the
country.

Pak declares national emergency as flood death toll reaches 937

Taipei, Aug 26 (AP):

US Sen. Marsha
Blackburn met with
Taiwan’s President Tsai
Ing-wen on Friday, in the
second visit by members
of Congress since House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
trip earlier this month
sharply raised tensions
with China.

In her remarks, Tsai
pointed to the large-scale
military exercises that
China launched in re-
sponse to Pelosi’s visit,
as well as Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, as pos-
ing challenges to demo-
cratic governments such
as the U.S. and Taiwan.

These developments
demonstrate how au-
thoritarian countries
are disrupting and

threatening the world
order, she said.

Blackburn, a
Republican from
Tennessee, reaffirmed
shared values between
the two governments
and said she looked for-

ward to continuing to
support Taiwan as they

push forward as an inde-
pendent nation.”

US senator meets Taiwan president
amid tensions with China

Lahore, Aug 26 (PTI):

Pakistan’s top probe
agency has arrested a sen-
ior doctor and an ardent
supporter of ousted
prime minister Imran
Khan for his alleged in-
volvement in running a
smear campaign on social
media against Army chief
Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa
and the military.

The Federal
Investigation Agency’s cy-
bercrime wing launched a
major operation against
those involved in a hate
campaign against the
Army chief after an
Army helicopter crashed
in Lasbela, Balochisthan
province on August 1.

The crash killed six
army officers on board,
including Commander

XII Corps Lt Gen Sarfraz
Ali, who was supervising
flood relief operations in
Balochisthan.

“The FIA raided the res-
idence of Dr Sahar Saud,
senior registrar at the
Children Hospital Lahore,
for his alleged involve-
ment in running a cam-
paign against the army,
especially the army chief
on social media,” an FIA
cybercrime official said
on Friday.

He said the FIA also
produced him before a
magistrate and obtained
his 14-day physical re-
mand for investigation.

Dr Saud is an ardent
supporter of ousted
prime minister Khan. He
was critical of the incum-
bent Army chief ’s role in
the ouster of Khan on

Twitter.
Khan was ousted on

April 10 this year after the
National Assembly
passed a no-confidence
motion against him.

“We have also traced a
good number of the social
media activists involved
in the anti-army cam-
paign in connection with
the martyrs of the
Lasbela helicopter crash,
and soon they will be ar-
rested,” the official said.

The FIA claims to have
identified Twitter ac-
counts involved in spread-
ing fake news about the
military and the Army
chief.

As per a news report,
178 accounts campaigning
against the Pakistan
Army belong to the coun-
try’s largest party — the

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) — and the party
flags were on these ac-
counts.

According to the FIA,
fake and hateful content is
being spread on social
media under a well-
planned conspiracy in an
attempt to create hatred
between military and the
people.

The media wing of the
Pakistan Army, Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), has condemned
the highly unacceptable
and regretful social media
campaign after Lasbela
tragedy.

It said the campaign
caused deep anguish and
distress among the fami-
lies of martyrs and rank
and file of the armed
forces.

Pakistan’s FIA nabs doctor for 
anti-Army social media campaign

Taipei, Aug 26 (AP):

Taiwan’s leader on
Friday said China and
Russia are disrupting and
threatening the world
order through Beijing’s re-
cent large-scale military
exercises near the island
and Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.

President Tsai Ing-wen
was speaking during a
meeting in Taipei with US
Sen. Marsha Blackburn,
who is on the second visit
by members of Congress
since House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s trip earlier
this month. That visit
prompted China to launch
the exercises that saw it
fire numerous missiles
and send dozens of war-
planes and ships to virtu-
ally surround the island,
including across the cen-

tre line in the Taiwan
Strait that has long been a
buffer between the sides.

China claims Taiwan as
its own territory to be
brought under its control
by force if necessary.
Beijing has also boosted
relations with Russia and
is seen as tacitly support-
ing its attack on Ukraine.

These developments
demonstrate how authori-
tarian countries are dis-
rupting and threatening
the world order, Tsai said.

Blackburn, a
Republican from
Tennessee, reaffirmed
shared values between
the two governments and
said she looked forward to
continuing to support
Taiwan as they push for-
ward as an independent
nation.

China sees high-level

foreign visits to the island
as interference in its af-
fairs and de facto recogni-
tion of Taiwanese sover-
eignty. China’s recent mil-
itary drills were seen by
some as a rehearsal of fu-
ture military action
against the island, which
US military leaders say
could come within the
next few years.

Along with staging the
exercises, China cut off
contacts with the United
States on vital issues in-
cluding military matters
and crucial climate coop-
eration raising concerns
over a lasting, more ag-
gressive approach by
Beijing. It also called in
U.S. Ambassador to China
Nicholas Burns to formal-
ly complain. He later said
China was overreacting
in order to manufacture a

crisis.
Due to the separation of

powers in the U.S. govern-
ment, the executive
branch has no authority
to prevent legislators
from making such foreign
visits and Taiwan benefits
from strong bipartisan
support in Washington.
China, whose ruling
Communist Party wields
total control over the
country’s politics, refuses
to acknowledge that fun-
damental principle.

U.S. State Department
spokesperson Vedant
Patel said members of
Congress and elected offi-
cials have gone to Taiwan
for decades and will con-
tinue to do so,” saying it
was in line with U.S. poli-
cy to only maintain for-
mal diplomatic ties with
Beijing.

Taiwan: China, Russia disrupting,
threatening world order

Stranded people carry their belongings as they wade
through a flooded area after heavy monsoon rainfall in
Rajanpur district of Punjab province, Pakistan. Figures
from the national disaster agency showed that 937 people
had died in the floods since June, and more than 180,000
were forced to flee their rural homes.

Washington, Aug 26 (PTI):

Four Indian-American
women have been racially
abused and smacked by a
M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n
woman in the US state of
Texas who hurled racist
slurs at them that they
are “ruining” America
and should “go back to
India”.

The incident took place
on Wednesday night in a
parking lot in Dallas,
Texas. The woman, who
has now been arrested, is
seen in the video identify-
ing herself as a Mexican-
American and assaulting
a group of Indian-
Americans.

“I hate you Indian. All
these Indians come to
America because they
want a better life,”
Esmeralda Upton is seen
saying in the video.

The video shows her
telling the group of women
to “Go back to India. You...

people are ruining this
country,” the CBS News 
reported.

4 Indian-American women racially abused
in Texas, told to ‘go back to India’

W hen asked to write
the numbers from

one to ten in a sequence,
how do you order them?
Horizontally? Vertically?
Left to right? Top to bot-
tom? Would you place them
randomly?

It has been often been as-
sumed, and taught in
schools in Western coun-
tries, that the correct or-
dering of numbers is from
left to right (1, 2, 3, 4 )
rather than right to left (10,
9, 8, 7 ). The ordering of
numbers along a horizon-
tal dimension is known as
a mental number line and
describes an important
way we represent number
and quantity in space.

Studies show humans
prefer to position larger
numbers to the right and
smaller numbers to the
left. People are usually
faster and more accurate at
comparing numbers when
larger ones are to the right
and smaller ones are to the
left, and people with brain
damage that disrupts their
spatial processing also
show similar disruptions
in number processing.

But so far, there has been
little research testing
whether the horizontal di-
mension is the most impor-
tant one we associate with
numbers. In new research
published in PLOS ONE,
we found that humans ac-
tually process numbers
faster when they are dis-
played vertically with
smaller numbers at the bot-
tom and larger numbers at
the top.

Not just humans
Our associations be-

tween number and space
are influenced by language
and culture, but these links
are not unique to humans.

Tests on three-day-old
chicks show they seek
smaller numbers with a
leftwards bias and larger
numbers with a right-
wards one. Pigeons and
blue jays seem to have a
left-to-right or right-to-left
mental number line, de-
pending on the individual.

These findings suggest
associations between space
and numbers may be wired
into the brains of humans
and other animals.

However, while many
studies have examined left-
to-right and right-to-left
horizontal mental number
lines, few have explored
whether our dominant
mental number line is even
horizontal at all.

How we test for 
these spatial-numerical 

associations
To test how quickly peo-

ple can process numbers in

different arrangements, we
set up an experiment
where people were shown
pairs of numbers from 1 to
9 on a monitor and used a
joystick to indicate where
the larger number was lo-
cated.

If the 6 and 8 were shown
on the screen, for example,
the correct answer would
be 8. A participant would
indicate this by moving the
joystick towards the 8 as
fast as possible.

To measure participant
response times as accurate-
ly as possible, we used fast-
refresh 120 Hertz monitors
and high-performance
zero-lag arcade joysticks.

What we found
When the numbers were

separated both vertically
and horizontally, we found
only the vertical arrange-
ment affected response
time. This suggests that,
given the opportunity to
use either a horizontal or
vertical mental representa-
tion of numbers in space,
participants only used the
vertical representation.

When the larger number
was above the smaller
number, people responded
much more quickly than in
any other arrangement of
numbers.

This suggests our mental
number line actually goes
from bottom (small num-
bers) to top (large num-
bers).

Why is this important?
Numbers affect almost

every part of our lives (and

our safety). Pharmacists
need to correctly measure
doses of medicine, engi-
neers need to determine
stresses on buildings and
structures, pilots need to
know their speed and alti-
tude, and all of us need to
know what button to press
on an elevator.

The way we learn to use
numbers, and how design-
ers choose to display nu-
merical information to us,
can have important impli-
cations for how we make
fast and accurate deci-
sions. In fact, in some time-
critical decision-making
environments, such as
aeroplane cockpits and
stock market floors, num-
bers are often displayed
vertically.

Our findings, and anoth-
er recent study, may have
implications for designers
seeking to help users
quickly understand and
use numerical informa-
tion. Modern devices en-
able very innovative num-
ber display options, which
could help people use tech-
nology more efficiently
and safely.

There are also implica-
tions for education, sug-
gesting we should teach
children using vertical bot-
tom-to-top mental number
lines as well as the familiar
left-to-right ones. Bottom-
to-top appears to be how
our brains are wired to be
most efficient at using
numbers and that might
help getting our heads
around how numbers work
a little easier.
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Last judgement of CJI
on freebies 

This is not the first time that
on the last day important judge-
ment had been delivered by the
CJI and it had happened previ-
ously also and I quote three ex-
amples. When PN Bhagwati was
CJI he delivered landmark judge-
ment on conversions and as per
judgement after conversion from
Hindu religion you will automati-
cally loose the benefit of reser-
vations and it is another matter
that many amendments were in-
troduced. Now we take the ex-
ample of chief justice Kehar who
delivered landmark judgement
on his last day of service and
that case was of instant three
Talaq. We would like to mention
the period of Gagoi chief justice
of India who delivered the fa-
mous judgement of Ayodhya
Ram temple. Just for information
last chief justice Bobde imposed
a fine of rupee one on lawyer
Prashant Kishor and in case of
failure to deposit fine he will face
jail but ultimately lawyer de-
posited the fine. Keeping in view
the complicity of subject matter
CJI had avoided to deliver de-
tailed judgement and instead re-
ferred the matter to three judges
and next date of hearing is after
four weeks. The election com-
mission had already to issue any
further instructions on freebies.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

SC sought Gujarat
govt's response on

Bilkis Bano case
The Supreme Court (SC)

bench headed by Chief Justice N
V Ramana sought the Gujarat
government's response on a plea
challenging the release of 11
rapists and rioters convicted for
the gangrape of Bilkis Bano dur-
ing the 2002 Gujarat riots. People
become numb, when this remis-
sion is a national shame that
happened sadly on our 75th
Independence Day, when our
Prime Minister’s (PM) call for
Nari Shakti and women power is
meaningless in front of this
shocking remitting of the life
sentence for the rapists. These
11 should have been sent to the
gallows for such heinous and
rarest crime against a woman
and justice failed when they
were given life convictions (that
is too after 14 years). Now the
remission of these 11 was utterly
shameful.  Mysterious is the si-
lence of the one who spoke
about women's power from the
ramparts of the Red Fort on the
said Independence Day. Even
salt in the wound, when a BJP
MLA calling these 11 inhuman
fellows as people of ‘sanskari
Brahmin’ is the height of stupidi-
ty. Gujarat Govt has been run by
BJP for the last 25 years and now
they are in Center too, but the
Gujarat government’s hate to-
wards minority community is
still in full swing. If not then how
its three MLA in the remission
committee promptly give verdict
in favour of all, when the SC sent
one case to them to consider its
merit. Hope SC gives proper jus-
tice to the victims and sends all
the 11 criminals in jail till death.
If not then where is the nation
that once walked down the
streets for Nirbhaya? 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SATURDAY,  AUGUST  27,  2022

Villagers cross a flood affected area in a boat due to overflowing of the Ganga river, during the monsoon season in
Mirzapur, Friday, Aug. 26.

Our brains count faster from 
bottom to top: New research

FLOOD AFFECTED AREA

Md Abdul Alim

A ccess to clean drinking
water is fundamental to our

health and wellbeing, and a univer-
sal human right. But almost
200,000 Australians are still forced
to use water contaminated with
unsafe levels of various chemicals
and bacteria. The situation is espe-
cially dire in remote areas. To tack-
le this issue, we have developed an
integrated rainwater harvesting
unit at Western Sydney University
(WSU). This simple system can
produce safe drinking water for
households and communities in re-
mote areas. It's cheap, easy to use,
and could improve the lives of
thousands of people.

FFaarr  ffrroomm  cciittyy  lliiffee
In large Australian cities, we are

used to turning on the tap clean,
plentiful water is always there,
coming from the central water sup-
ply. We also take for granted the
use of potable water for other uses,

such as car washing, gardening
and laundry. But in rural and re-
mote Australia, communities must
develop private water supply sys-
tems to get safe drinking water
from other sources. These can be
rainwater, groundwater, surface
water and carted water treated
water from a supplier. Among
these sources, harvested rainwater
is considered to be the second-
safest option after mains supply,
according to the private water sup-
ply risk hierarchy chart. So, many
residents in rural and remote
Australia are using rainwater for
their needs. But rainwater isn't al-
ways safe to drink without ade-
quate treatment, as it can be con-
taminated from various sources, in-
cluding air pollution, runoff chemi-
cals, animal droppings, and more.

UUnnkknnoowwnn  wwaatteerr  qquuaalliittyy
In Australia, roughly 400 remote

or regional communities don't have
access to good quality drinking
water, and 40% of those are

Indigenous communities.
According to a 2022 drinking water
quality report by Australian
National University researchers, at
least 627,736 people in 408 rural lo-
cations have drinking water that
doesn't meet at least one of the
standards set by the Australian
Drinking Water Guidelines.
Although the 2022 United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
progress report declares that 100%
of the Australian population has ac-
cess to safe and affordable drink-
ing water, it seems this report ex-
cluded about 8% of the population
living in regional and remote areas.
The issue could be even more
widespread due to lack of ade-
quate testing.

BBeetttteerr  ooppttiioonnss  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee
Our low-cost rainwater harvest-

ing unit can produce safe drinking
water that meets Australian guide-
lines, particularly maintaining
Escherichia coli and nitrate levels
below the recommended limits.

Most importantly, the system is in-
tegrated, which means it both col-
lects rainwater, and treats it to be
safe for household use. The system
is sustainable, uses locally available
materials (such as gravel, sand,
charcoal, limestone and stainless
steel wire mesh or even cheese-
cloth), needs minimal maintenance,
and is simple to operate.
Communities can be trained to use
these water systems regardless of
technological skill level. It's also af-
fordable. The cost of the drinking
water produced through this sys-
tem would be just over 1 cent per
litre, according to a recent techni-
cal and financial feasibility analysis.

RReeaaddyy  ttoo  uussee,,  wwiitthh  
iimmpprroovveemmeennttss  oonn  tthhee  wwaayy

Despite their simplicity, these
rainwater filter systems don't even
have to be confined to individual
households we can scale them up
so entire communities can benefit.
A case study has proved this in
both developed and developing

countries. Our collaborators in
Bangladesh made the first move to
adopt this technology, supplying
safe drinking water to student ac-
commodation at the Khulna
University of Engineering &
Technology.  We are also working
on improvements. For example, we
are building an automated system
that can monitor the water quality
from the unit regularly and adjust
disinfectant dosing to keep it safe
for drinking. We're also developing
a method for the system to sense
when the filter materials need
cleaning, and even start this
process automatically. In Australia,
there is a clear need to improve
water quality in remote communi-
ties. Adopting our simple rainwater
filtering system would help com-
munities to produce safe drinking
water at minimum cost, and the
WSU team is ready to work with
local shire councils and groups
from different remote communities
to transfer the knowledge. 
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LUKE GREENACRE

A s India continues to battle Covid-19, another
contagious disease called ‘tomato flu or toma-

to fever’ is creating havoc in the country. It has
spread to four states — Haryana, Tamil Nadu,
Odisha and Kerala. A total of 100 cases in children
below the age of 5 years have been reported so far
in the country after the first case of tomato flu was
identified in Kerala’s Kollam district on May 6.
Additionally, the Regional Medical Research
Centre in Bhubaneswar reported 26 cases of toma-
to flu in children between the ages of 1-9 years in
Odisha. Caused by enteroviruses, it is seen to be a
clinical variant of the hand, foot and mouth dis-
ease (HFMD). The flu gets its name from the toma-
to-shaped blisters it causes on the body. The flu
causes rashes or blisters, skin irritation and dehy-
dration. Joint swelling, red spots on hands and
legs, tiredness, and nausea are also some symp-
toms of the fever. The blisters resemble those seen
in cases of the monkey pox virus in young individ-
uals. According to a Lancet report, “Children are
at increased risk of exposure totomato flu as viral
infections are common in this age group and
spread is likely to be through close contact.”
Probable reasons behind the spread among  chil-
dren  could  be  touching  unclean surfaces, putting
things directly into the mouth, sharing toys,
clothes, food and other items with an infected
child. However, it is to be noted that Covid-19 and
tomato flu have some common symptoms but are
not related to one another. Both are associated with
fever, fatigue, and body aches initially, and some
patients with Covid-19 also report rashes on the
skin, (however) the virus is not related to SARS-
CoV-2, Lancet said in its report. The primary
symptoms observed in children with tomato flu
are similar to those of chikungunya, which in-
clude high fever, rashes and intense pain in the
joints. It looks like a form of hand, foot, mouth dis-
ease with additional symptoms of joint pains and
high-grade fever. Tomato fever is a self-limiting dis-
ease and is considered non-life threatening.
Currently there are no proper drugs and vaccines
available in the market to treat the disease. As
tomato flu is similar to chikungunya, dengue, and
hand, foot, and mouth disease, the treatment is
also similar— isolation, rest, plenty of fluids and
hot waters ponge for the relief of irritation and
rashes. Supportive therapy of paracetamol for
fever and bodyache and other symptomatic treat-
ments are required, says the Lancet report.
Further follow-up and monitoring for serious out-
comes is needed to  better  understand  the  need
for  potential treatments. The central government
on Tuesday rolled out an advisory on the virus.
“The disease, which seems to be a variant of hand,
foot and mouth disease (HFMD), occurs mainly in
children under 10 years of age, but it can occur in
adults too,” the government said in the advisory. It
said that children must be educated about the
signs and symptoms, and side effects of tomato flu.
The government has advised isolation of five to
seven days from the onset of any symptoms to pre-
vent the spread of infection to other children or
adults. Parents should make sure that their chil-
dren do not hug or touch other children having
fever or rash symptoms. It advised use of warm
water to clean skin or for bathing the child. It is
also important to take a nutrition-rich, balanced
diet to boost immunity, and get enough rest and
sleep to promote healing.

Tomato fever creating havoc
after Covid-19

Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t is distressing to learn that the world's worst
food crisis in decades is currently affecting

millions of children. Children are already suffer-
ing grave negative effects from the food and nutri-
tion crisis, including risks to their safety and life
as well as an increase in the likelihood of both se-
vere and acute malnutrition. The already danger-
ous conditions of poverty, starvation, and malnu-
trition have been made worse by the ongoing war
in Ukraine. The U.N.'s objective to abolish hunger
by the end of the decade seems farther away than
ever as more people throughout the world experi-
ence hunger. According to statistics available, the
deadliest form of malnutrition, wasting, which
raises a child's risk of mortality by up to 12 times,
affects an estimated 45 million children under the
age of five. A chronic shortage of vital nutrients in
their diets also resulted in stunted growth and de-
velopment among 149 million children under the
age of five, and 39 million of them were over-
weight. The reports also state that if emergency
therapeutic nutrition and therapy are not provided
to around 8 million children under the age of five
in 15 crisis-affected countries, they risk dying from
severe wasting. To avert a spike in infant mortality
and lessen the long-term effects of severe wasting,
UNICEF is stepping up its efforts in the worst-af-
fected nations. The Sustainable Development
Goals, especially the key one of eradicating
hunger and malnutrition by 2030, will be jeopard-
ized by anything less. Despite the fact that there
are numerous causes of hunger and food insecuri-
ty that vary from one country to the next, these
reasons typically include war, poverty, economic
shocks like hyperinflation and rising commodity
prices, as well as environmental shocks like flood-
ing or drought. Organizations around the world
are issuing more urgent and louder warnings.
There must be an immediate solution to the
hunger issue. To put an end to hunger, govern-
ments, countries, and people must work together
globally.

Put an end to hunger crisis

Clever rainwater collector can change 
access to safe drinking water
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: Former
Chief Economic
Adviser
Krishnamurthy
Subramanian was on
Thursday appointed as
Executive Director
(India) at the
International
Monetary Fund, a
Personnel Ministry
order said.
Subramanian is cur-
rently Professor
(Finance), Indian
School of Business.
The Appointments
Committee of the
Cabinet has approved
the appointment of
Subramanian to the
post of Executive
Director (India) at the
IMF, with effect from
November 1, 2022 for a
period of three years or
until further orders, by
curtailing the tenure of
Dr Surjit S Bhalla as
ED (India), IMF up to
31.10.2022, it said.

Carbon emission 
New Delhi: Indian
Oil Corporation, the
nation’s largest oil
firm, on Thursday
committed Rs 2 lakh
crore to achieve net
zero carbon emission
target by 2046, chair-
man S M Vaidya said.
The firm’s oil refining
and petrochemicals
business has a total
emission of 21.5 mil-
lion tonnes of CO2, he
said. The firm plans to
decarbonise refining
and petrochemicals
operations through
energy efficiency, elec-
trification and fuel re-
placement, he said.
“IOC will achieve net
zero operational emis-
sions by 2046, when
the country will be cel-
ebrating 99th 
year of independ-
ence,” he said.

Allotment letter

Chandigarh: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann
handed over the land
allotment letter to
Tata group for setting
up its scrap-based
steel plant at an in-
vestment of Rs 2,600
crore in the first phase
at Ludhiana. “We are
committed for making
Punjab a front-runner
in industrial sector
and this maiden in-
vestment by Tata
group in the state is a
step forward in this di-
rection,” the chief
minister said. Mann
said this during a
meeting with a delega-
tion led by CEO &
Managing Director,
Tata Steel, T V
Narendran, who
called on him at his of-
fice on Friday, an offi-
cial release said.

New members
New Delhi: Around
15.47 lakh new mem-
bers joined the ESIC-
run social security
scheme in June 2022,
according to official
data released on
Thursday. The latest
data is part of a re-
port — Payroll
Reporting in India:
An Employment
Perspective - 
June 2022 — released
by the National
Statistical
Office (NSO).

INVESTORS MEET

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot during an investors meeting and MoU signing ceremony, at a hotel in New Delhi.

Mumbai, Aug 26:  

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday said the Indian
economy will grow at 7.4
per cent in this fiscal and
continue at the same level
in the next fiscal as well.
“Our own estimates have
also shown based on the
developments, that we are
definitely at that range...7.4
(per cent) and that level

will continue even next
year,” Sitharaman said,
speaking at the FE Best
Banks Awards event here.
She said the International
Monetary Fund and the
World Bank have projected
India’s growth to be the
fastest for the next two fis-
cal years, and their esti-
mates are in sync with that
of the Reserve Bank of
India as well. The global
situation continues to be

challenging and it is not
the right time to throw
caution to the winds as yet,
she said. The export sector
will face difficulties as the
global growth slows down,
and the government will
work with such entities to
face the headwinds, she
said. Meanwhile, underlin-
ing that we need a rigorous
debate on the freebies side,
but stressed that political
parties making pre-poll
promises should make
budgetary provisions for
taking care of the expendi-
tures and not push the bur-
den on other entities.
Sitharaman said power
discoms and generating
companies have been seen
to bear the brunt of such
freebies as they get paid in
part or in some cases not at
all, despite having no role
to play in the announce-
ments.

India to grow 
at 7.4% in FY23: FM

Continue at same level next year as well

Mumbai, Aug 26:

Bayer  announced the
launch of Finerenone
under the brand name
KerendiaTMin India.
Finerenone is a first-in-
class non-steroidal, selec-
tive mineralocorticoid re-
ceptor antagonist indicat-
ed for patients with chron-
ic kidney disease associat-
ed with type 2 diabetes.
The recent Indian Chronic
Kidney Disease (ICKD)
study identifies diabetes
as the leading cause of
chronic kidney disease
and end-stage kidney dis-
ease in India1. Over 40% of
all patients with diabetes
will develop chronic kid-
ney disease2. Seventy-four
million people suffer from
diabetes in India and this
figure is likely to increase
to ninety-three million by

2030, making it an epidem-
ic3. The number of people
with diabetes in India is
the second highest in the
world, after China.

Mr. Manoj Saxena,
Managing Director, Bayer
Zydus Pharma, says, “The
major focus of therapy in
patients with chronic kid-
ney disease and diabetes is
to prevent end-stage renal
disease or kidney failure.
Despite therapy, these pa-
tients often progress to

kidney failure4.
Finerenone therefore of-
fers a new treatment ap-
proach for these vulnera-
ble patients to slow down
the progression of chronic
kidney disease and reduce
the risk of kidney failure.
It can also reduce the risk
of heart disease associated
with chronic kidney dis-
ease5. Additionally, the
economic burden of dialy-
sis or renal transplant re-
quired for kidney failure
patients can be a huge bur-
den for patients and their
families in India.”

Finerenone is different
to existing CKD in T2D
treatments. It acts by
blocking mineralocorti-
coid receptor (MR) overac-
tivation, which is thought
to contribute to CKD pro-
gression and cardiovascu-
lar damage.

Bayer launches Kerendia to slow down
progression of Chronic Kidney disease Mumbai, Aug 22: 

Kia India, one of the
fastest growing carmak-
ers in the country, organ-
ised a specially-curated
customer experience, ‘The
Carens Drive’, for its es-
teemed customers August
7, 2022 in Delhi-NCR.
Supervised and certified
by the Federation of
Motor Sports Clubs of
India (FMSCI), the drive
witnessed 22 Carens cus-
tomers competing on an
84 KMs drive to derive the
best mileage from their
cars.

The drive was flagged
off from Stellar
Gymkhana in Greater
Noida till Jewar. The
drive witnessed Carens in
4 categories - petrol and
diesel powertrains mated
with manual and automat-
ic transmissions.
Conducted under the
stewardship of veteran

auto analyst Tutu
Dhawan, where he shared
valuable tips with the par-
ticipants.

The Carens Drive con-
cluded with the announce-
ment of 4 winners and
runners-up, each of whom

claimed the best mileage
from their variant. All the
Kia Carens had at least 3
people on board and the
highest mileage claimed
was 29. 8 KMPL by Vipin
Tyagi with his Diesel
Manual Kia Carens. The

average mileage achieved
by all participants stood at
23.5 KMPL. Speaking on
the occasion, Hardeep
Singh Brar, VP & Head of
Sales & Marketing, Kia
India said, “At Kia, it is
our constant endeavour to
not only come up with
class-leading products but
also provide a customised
brand experience to our
esteemed customers at
regular intervals.

‘The Carens Drive’ is
another initiative towards
the same. Carens is a re-
markable offering from
Kia’s stable and has won
many hearts since its
launch this year.

This experiential drive
is a testament to Carens
being a perfect family car.
This drive has helped us
strengthen the connection
with our Carens family,
and I would like to thank
all of them for making
this event a success”.

Kia under supervision of FMSCI  host ‘The Carens Drive’

Mumbai, Aug 26: 

Balaji Motion Pictures a
wholly owned subsidiary
of Balaji Telefilms Ltd.
has roped in Bhavini
Sheth as the Chief
Operating Officer. Bhavini
comes in from Amazon
Studios where she was
heading Business Affairs
for India for four years.
She was responsible for all
business matters & strate-
gy in relation to original
content across all lan-
guages, including success-
ful series such as ‘The
Family Man’ ‘Mirzapur’,
and upcoming interna-
tional shows like ‘Citadel’
Leading the studio in her
new role at Balaji Motion
Pictures, Bhavini will be
responsible for building
the new film slate, articu-
lating the studio’s busi-

ness strategy, initiating
new business avenues, and
partnering with a new
pool of talent. Bhavini will
be working directly with
Shobha Kapoor & Ektaa R

Kapoor. Speaking about
the same Ektaa R. Kapoor,
Joint Managing director at
Balaji Telefilms, says, “We
are pleased to welcome
Bhavini to our Balaji fami-
ly and are confident that
she is the right person to
take the brand to the next
stage of growth and newer
heights.” Sharing her
thoughts about her new
role as the Chief
Operating Officer, Balaji
Motion Pictures, Bhavini
Sheth, said, “Balaji
Motion Pictures has al-
ways aimed to stay ahead
of the curve and bring un-
conventional and heartfelt
stories that stand out. The
studio is one of the most
renowned entertainment
enterprises in the country
and I am honored to be a
part of their leadership
team.

Balaji Motion Pictures ropes 
in Bhavini Sheth to head as COO

Mumbai, Aug 26: 

Samsung India an-
nounced top 50 teams in
its Gen-Z education and
innovation competition
‘Solve for Tomorrow’.

The youth competition,
which is running for the
first time in India, has
seen teams from across
the country respond and
submit ideas to help tackle
problems that India faces
in the areas of education,
environment, healthcare
and agriculture In the end
of the competition, three
national winners stand a
chance to get mega sup-
port of up to INR 1 crore
and mentoring support for
six months to take their
ideas to the next level
under the expert guidance
of IIT Delhi. “At Samsung,

we empower and support
the next generation to
achieve their full potential
and pioneer positive so-
cial changes. The Solve for
Tomorrow program sup-
ports the journey of fu-
ture young innovators by
offering them guidance,
support and a vision for
creating a better tomor-
row.

We are excited about the
18,000 plus registrations
we have received. The top
50 teams we have selected
will move to the next
phase of the competition
and we are keen to see
how their ideas shape up
going forward, contribut-
ing to Powering Digital
India,” said Mr. Partha
Ghosh, Vice President,
Corporate Citizenship,
Samsung India.

Samsung India 
unveils the Next Generation

of Indian Innovators New Delhi, Aug 26: 

Steel Minister
Jyotiraditya M Scindia on
Friday said the metal sec-
tor is highly energy-inten-
sive which causes large
carbon emissions, and
there is a need to adopt
new technologies for at-
taining the zero-emission
target.

The iron and steel in-
dustry globally accounts
for around 8 per cent of
total carbon dioxide emis-
sions on an annual basis,
whereas in India, it con-
tributes 12 per cent to the
total CO2 emissions. In
today’s world nothing is
waste and all so-called
wastes can be converted
into resources by adopting
suitable technology, the
minister stated. Speaking
at an international confer-
ence on circular economy

and resource efficiency,
Scindia said majority of
natural resources are fi-
nite, so it is important to
find environmentally and
economically feasible
ways to utilise these re-
sources. The country’s
mining and metal sector,
he said, is posed for robust
development due to ex-
pected jump in demand to
support the growth in the
automotive, infrastruc-
ture, transport, space and
defence sectors.

Need to adopt new tech in metals
sector to reduce emissions: Scindia

New Delhi, Aug 26: 

Inflation trajectory con-
tinues to be “heavily con-
tingent” upon the evolving
geopolitical developments,
international commodity
prices and global financial
sector developments,
Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor Michael
Debabrata Patra has said.
The RBI on its part has
front-loaded monetary pol-
icy response, with a cumu-
lative 140 basis points in-
crease in the benchmark
rate so far with an aim to
check high inflation which
is ruling above its comfort
zone of 6 per cent for the
past seven months. In its
meeting early this month,
the monetary policy com-
mittee (MPC) of the RBI
decided to remain focused

on the withdrawal of ac-
commodation to ensure
that inflation remains
within the target going for-
ward while supporting
growth.

Also, the RBI is engaged
in withdrawal of the liq-
uidity infused into the
economy during the pan-
demic in a calibrated,
multi-year time frame. “In
the near-term, however,
the inflation trajectory
continues to be heavily

contingent upon the evolv-
ing geopolitical develop-
ments, international com-
modity market dynamics
and global financial mar-
ket developments,” Patra
said on Wednesday in his
keynote address at the
SAARC FINANCE
Seminar hosted by India
here. The Reserve Bank
uploaded his speech on its
website on Friday. India
has adopted an inflation
targeting framework since
2016, with a target of 4 per
cent defined in terms of
headline CPI inflation
within a tolerance band of
+/- 2 per cent around it.
While inflation averaged
under 4 per cent during
2016-20, it rose to 6.2 per
cent in 2020-21 when the
first wave of COVID-19 hit
the country.

Inflation trajectory heavily contingent on
geopolitical developments: RBI Dy Guv

New Delhi, Aug 26: 

The Income-Tax de-
partment is going into
“new areas” of the econ-
omy to check tax evasion
even as its investigation
units are using analytics
to sift through volumi-
nous data on Indians
holding assets abroad,
CBDT Chairman Nitin
Gupta has said. The
Central Board of Direct

Taxes, the administra-
tive body for the tax de-
partment, undertakes
search and seizure oper-
ations to check instances
of tax evasion apart from
performing its regular
task of collecting rev-
enue for the government
under the direct taxes
category.

“We are covering a va-
riety of sectors of the
economy (while under-
taking searches and
raids). We are not limit-
ing ourselves to real es-
tate or developers
only...our action is
spread across sections of
economy right from
healthcare to pharma to
developers to industries,
manufacturers, service
providers etc.

I-T dept going into new areas to
check tax evasion: CBDT chairman

New Delhi, Aug 25: The
high-speed 5G services,
which will be available in
most part of the country
in two-three years, are ex-
pected to remain afford-
able, telecom minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said.
The minister, while
launching a 5G right of
way application portal to
facilitate expeditious roll-
out of telecom infrastruc-
ture, said that mobile serv-
ices in India are one of the
most affordable in the
world and he expects the

trend to continue for 5G
services as well. “We ex-
pect investment of around
Rs 2.5-3 lakh crore to come
into the industry. Rs 3 lakh
crore is a big investment.
This is also leading to good
employment generation.
Our estimate is 5G will
reach almost all parts of
the country in the next 2-3
years,” Vaishnaw said. He
said that telecom compa-
nies are busy laying infra-
structure and 5G services
should be launched by
October and then scaled
up at a very rapid pace.
The government has also
notified new Right of Way
Rules which clarifies
charges to be levied on lay-
ing of telecom cables, ac-
cessing street furniture
like electric poles and
boundary walls etc.

5G service will be available 
in most part of the country in 2-3

years: Ashwini Vaishnaw

ACROSS

1. Go-getter

5. Forewarning

9. October gems

14. Skillful

15. Lacking color

16. CB ____

17. Liquefy

18. Ocean movement

19. Texas shrine

20. Shocking revelation (2 wds.)

22. Entice

23. Passenger

24. Youngster

25. Hockey shoe

28. Relate

32. Lid

33. Roman general

37. Perimeter

38. Corn unit

39. Solar ____

41. Bullfight cry

42. Balm

44. Tel Aviv’s country

45. Singer ____ Stewart

46. Produced by humans (hyph.)

48. Pester

50. Snaky shape

51. Green sauce

54. Clever

57. Central American country

61. Hesitation

62. Yearning

63. Matured

64. Performer

65. Clairvoyant person

66. Hill of sand

67. Broadway lights

68. Coastal bird

69. Fresh talk

DOWN

1. Lady’s title

2. Heed

3. She, in Toulouse

4. Witty reply

5. Made a choice

6. Augusta’s locale

7. Senior

8. Poetic contraction

9. Speaker

10. Artist’s board

11. Eve’s partner

12. Droopy

13. Chimney dirt

21. Fragment

24. Concise

25. Iron setting

26. Australian “bear”

27. Cook’s wear

28. Mama’s husband

29. Embellish

30. Arctic shelter

31. Poor

34. Citric and boric

35. Besides

36. Mister

40. Thrill

43. Ralph Waldo ____

47. Fall flowers

49. Wanderers

51. Thick soup

52. Avid

53. Violinist Isaac ____

54. Reach

55. Aromatic spice

56. Car

57. Sudden wind

58. Water (Sp.)

59. Telescope part

60. Fruit drinks
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People often see you as shy and reserved,

Aquarius, but of course you know that you’re

really very friendly once you relax. Today

you find it unusually easy to interact with

others. In fact, you feel downright gregari-

ous as you chat and joke along with the best

of them. This new, sociable you does won-

ders for your image. You’ve needed to loosen

up for some time.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

All things domestic are highlighted, Pisces.
It could be that you’ve finally called the
plumber or set out to do those household
repairs yourself. New people are likely to
come into your life. In fact, they may try to
finagle an invitation for dinner, if possible.
All you can expect today is the unexpected.
Have some extra food on hand and see what
happens.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Keep your mind open to any and all possi-

bilities today, Aries. It’s likely that you’ll

encounter someone who imparts valuable

information. You may not realize right

away just how important this information

is, but it could have a dramatic impact on

your life. Be prepared for anything. This is

likely to be a most interesting day.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your ship could come in today, Taurus. It will

happen unexpectedly, and it may take you

some time to adjust to this sudden financial

windfall. This is a day of big changes,

because you may also decide to use this

money to completely alter your way of life. It

could be that you make a move to another

part of the country or decide to change pro-

fessions. Trust your instincts, Taurus.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You’re likely aware of your writing abili-

ties, Gemini, but you may not realize the

extent of your talent. It would be worth-

while to devote more time to your craft.

You can’t improve much if writing time is

interrupted by other obligations. Take

some time to produce something of value.

Why not give it a try, even if just for a

week or so, to see what you can do?

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Tact isn’t necessarily your strong suit,
Cancer. No one would accuse you of being
overly sensitive to other people’s emotions,
but today you turn over a new leaf. This
“new and improved” you tunes in to the
thoughts and feelings of others and
responds in thoughtful, caring ways. You
may be surprised at how effective this gen-
tler touch can be.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Even though you probably aren’t getting on a

plane today, Leo, you would love to at some

point in the future. Your wanderlust is back

and you’re bound for the wild blue yonder yet

again, most likely to someplace exotic. Enjoy

the time away, but do come back. It seems

that sometimes your spirit of adventure

dampens your enjoyment of the more mun-

dane but more real daily life.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Positive change rarely happens without

effort. Keep this in mind as transformation

occurs quickly. You may feel as though

you’re in the middle of a whirlpool and

getting sucked deeper and deeper, unsure

of where you’ll ultimately end up. This is

merely the “nose to the grindstone”

phase. Trust that your efforts will ulti-

mately be rewarded.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You have natural leadership abilities, and

today would be an ideal day to make use of

this talent. In the past you may have hesitated

to step forward and implement your ideas.

But recent successes have given you the nec-

essary confidence to pursue your objectives.

You’ll likely find that the higher-ups support

your efforts. Make the most of today’s auspi-

cious circumstances, Libra.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you feel in control and on top of the

world. You can do anything, Scorpio. This

would be an auspicious time to begin a new

project or creative endeavor. You can’t help

but succeed but take care not to get in your

own way. Sometimes you can be your own

worst enemy. Believe in yourself and move

confidently in the direction of your dreams

in order to make them come true.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Friendship could turn into romance if you
aren’t careful, Sagittarius. A platonic rela-
tionship could turn passionate, and no one
would be more surprised than you. Think
carefully about where you’d like this to go.
While it can’t go back to the way it was, you
can stop it from progressing further if
you’re uncomfortable with the new dynam-
ic. You can only make this decision once.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today you wake up feeling reinvigorated

and renewed, Capricorn. You feel as though

you can accomplish anything. And very

likely, today you can. Anything you set your

mind and attention to works out beautiful-

ly. Take care that you don’t gloat too much,

though. Just because you feel invincible

doesn’t necessarily mean that you are.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S tar Plus’s ultimate
entertainment show

'Ravivaar with Star
Parivaar', which is top-
ping the TRP charts, is
keeping the viewers
highly engaged with fun-
filled games, activities
and tasks. The audience
is loving the dynamic of
all the on-screen families
of the channel who inter-
act with each other and
have fun banters with
the host of the show. This
week the entertainment
doubles as our favourite
'Cooli No. 1' Govinda
graces the show and cap-
tures our hearts with his
humble and charming
personality.

The Star Parivar is all
set to celebrate Ganesh
Chaturthi, and 'Raja
Babu' Govinda’s special
appearance along with
his better half Sunita Ji
adds to the extravaganza
that is 'Ravivaar with
Star Parivaar'. He ex-
presses the importance
of Ganesh Utsav in his
life, starting with a shlok
he says, “Just as how
Ganpati ji owes his exis-
tence and importance to

his parents, I owe my
success and presence to
my parents, Shrimati
Nirmala devi and Shri
Arun Sahabji, along with
the love and support of
my beloved wife Sunita.

All the goddesses hold
immense importance in
my life and their bless-
ings mean a lot to me.”

So, gear up for a heavy
dose of laughter as spir-
its are high and Govinda

is here to amuse us with
his presence. He ab-
solutely steals the show
with his unique punch-
line, "Jeet Hamari Pakki
Hai, Haar Teri Nakki
Hai.”

To know which
team wins the prize,
tune into 'Ravivaar
with Star Parivaar'
every Sunday at 8
PM, only on Star
Plus!

Govinda and wife to grace
‘Ravivaar with Star Parivaar’

Nagarjuna
plays a

protective,
doting

brother in
'The

Ghost'

TT
he unit of director Praveen

Sattaru's much-awaited

action entertainer, 'The Ghost',

featuring Telugu superstar

Nagarjuna in the lead, has now

released the theatrical trailer of

the film. The trailer shows

Nagarjuna playing a tough char-

acter called Vikram in the film.

Vikram is summoned back by his

dad to Ooty after almost 20 years.

The dad, whose health appears to

be failing, tells Vikram that the

responsibility of taking care of his

sister Anu and her daughter Aditi

is his. Both Anu and Aditi have

been marked for elimination by a

unified team of gangsters. How

Vikram turns bodyguard of his

sister and her daughter is what

'The Ghost' is all about. Telugu

actor Mahesh Babu released the

theatrical trailer of the film. He

tweeted: "Glad to launch the

intense and gripping trailer of

'The Ghost!'. Wishing Nagarjuna

and the entire team all the very

best!" The film, which has cine-

matography by Mukesh G., has

music by Mark K. Robin and edit-

ing by Dharmendra Kakarala.

A ttention! Attention!
Attention! Zee

Cinema is all set to pres-
ent the World Television
Premiere of Janhit Mein
Jaari on 27th August.
Jaha Milega entertain-
ment ka bharpoor dose!
The film follows the life of
a young girl who takes up
a challenging job in a
small town in Madhya
Pradesh and the astonish-
ing but hilarious reac-
tions she faces from her
family and the entire
town. Authenticating a
powerful thought with hu-
morous satire, Janhit
Mein Jaari screens a grip-

ping storyline, impactful
performances and tasteful
entertainment. So, don’t
forget to tune into Zee
Cinema on 27th August at
8pm for the World
Television Premiere of
Janhit Mein Jaari. From
the makers of Dream
Girl, comes another
quirky, comedy women-
led film, Janhit Mein
Jaari featuring the talent-
ed Nushrratt Bharuccha
as Manokamna along
with Vijay Raaz, Anud
Singh Dhaka, Brijendra
Kala and Paritosh
Tripathi in pivotal roles.
Directed by Jai Basantu

Singh, the comical satire
keeps you invested in the
proceedings in
Manokamna’s life, dotted
with everyday humor.
Embedded with love,
laughter and awareness,
Janhit Mein Jaari is a so-
cial satire that takes us on
a journey of a female
s a l e s p e r s o n ,
Manokamna, who takes
up a challenging job,
something society deems
inappropriate for small-
town girls. A tragic turn
of events pushes
Manokamna to immerse
herself more emotionally
and responsibly into the
job than ever before. Will
she find her family, seeped
in conservative ideolo-
gies, standing by her side
eventually or will she pad-
dle through all alone?

To find out, tune in
for the World Television
Premiere of Janhit
Mein Jaari only on Zee
Cinema on 27th August
at 8pm.

A ctress Kangana
Ranaut shared a

string of photographs
from the sets of her up-
coming movie
'Emergency' and said that
the most gratifying job in

the world is to make
movies.

Kangana posted the im-
ages on her Instagram
story. The first picture has
Kangana explaining a
scene to a person. It also
features an ambassador
car.

"Most gratifying job in
the world is to make cine-
ma this morning on
#emergency shoot," she
wrote.

She then shared a pic-
ture of her standing and
looking at a scene.

"And ofcourse my
favourite directing pose,"
she wrote.

Kangana added:
"Filmmaking my first
love" 'Emergency', as the
title suggests, is all about
the state of national emer-
gency declared by Indira
Gandhi on June 25, 1975. It
lasted till March 21, 1977,
when Janata Party was
voted to power in a his-
toric election.

The film also stars
Anupam Kher, Shreyas
Talpade, Mahima
Chaudhry and Milind
Soman.

Manikarnika films
presents 'Emergency'
which is written and di-
rected by Kangana
Ranaut. The film is pro-
duced by Renu Pitti and
Kangana Ranaut.

The film dialogues are
by Ritesh Shah, who was
previously associated
with celebrated films such
as 'Kahaani', 'Pink', 'Raid'
and 'Airlift'.

Kangana: Most 
gratifying job in the world

is to make cinema

Rakul Preet:

Akshay’s

energy on set

is to bring

everyone

together

A ctress Rakul Preet
Singh, who will be

seen sharing screen
space with Akshay
Kumar in the upcoming
film 'Cuttputlli', has been
a fan of the Bollywood
star's work. She says that
she had only heard of his
discipline but got to wit-
ness it on the sets of the
movie. Speaking about
her experience working
with Akshay, Rakul said:
"I have always been a
huge fan of Akshay sir, I
had only heard of his dis-
cipline but now I wit-
nessed it." "I think he is
amazing when it comes to
loving his work, respect-
ing his work, and being
diligently involved in
every process of it. Also
what I love about Akshay
sir is that his energy on
set is to bring everyone
together and that's some-
thing I learned, so, all in
all, it was an amazing ex-
perience." Akshay plays
Arjan Sethi, a dutiful sub-
inspector who vowed to
keep the people of
Kasauli safe. However,
fate has other plans as the
killer strikes from the
shadows of terror, leav-
ing behind no trace of ev-
idence, except a body.

Produced by Vashu
Bhagnani and Jackky
Bhagnani, Deepshikha
Deshmukh and Pooja
Entertainment, Directed
by Ranjit M. Tewari
'Cuttputlli' will be re-
leased exclusively on
Disney+ Hotstar on
September 2.

World TV premiere of 'Janhit
Mein Jaari' on Zee Cinema
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Tokyo, Aug 26 (PTI):

S a t w i k s a i r a j
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty on Friday became
the first Indian pair to
win a medal in the men’s
doubles competition at
the World
Championships but HS
Prannoy’s impressive
run ended in agony as he
went down narrowly in
the men’s singles quar-
terfinals here.

Satwik and Chirag, the
world number 7 combina-
tion, which had claimed
the Commonwealth
Games gold medal earlier
this month, stunned the
local favourites and de-
fending champions
Takuro Hoki and Yugo
Kobayashi 24-22 15-21 21-
14 in an hour and 15 min-
utes to claim its maiden
medal at the prestigious
tournament. It is India’s
second World

Championships medal in
the doubles event with
Jwala Gutta and Ashwini
Ponnappa claiming a
bronze way back in 2011
in the women’s doubles.

Overall, it’s India’s 13th
medal at the showpiece
with PV Sindhu winning
five, including a gold in
2019, and Saina Nehwal
(silver and bronze) claim-

ing two. Kidambi
Srikanth (silver),
Lakshya Sen (bronze), B
Sai Praneeth (bronze)
and Prakash Padukone
(bronze) were the other

medallists.
It could have been dou-

ble delight for the coun-
try but China’s Zhao Jun
Peng had other plans as
he broke Indian hearts
with a 19-21 21-6 21-18 win
over former world num-
ber 8 Prannoy, who went
down on one knee with
his head hanging in dis-
appointment after the
gut-wrenching loss.

Earlier, MR Arjun and
Dhruv Kapila’s fine run
also ended after the
Indian pair lost 8-21 14-21
to three-time champions
Mohammad Ahsan and
Hendra Setiawan in an-
other men’s doubles
quarterfinals.

Having assured them-
selves of at least a
bronze, Satwik and
Chirag will now face the
sixth seeded Malaysian
pair of Aaron Chia and
Soh Wooi Yik in the semi-
finals.

World Championships

Satwik-Chirag claim India’s first men’s
doubles medal, heartbreak for Prannoy

Dubai, Aug 26 (PTI):

The unpredictability of
the T20 format and the
growth of the game in the
region could make the 2022
Asia Cup, beginning
Saturday, the most closely
fought edition ever.

Pakistan legend Wasim
Akram has already pre-
dicted the six-team tourna-
ment as having the poten-
tial to showcase quality
that has never been seen
before.

Leaving aside the lone
qualifier Hong Kong, the
five other teams including
record seven-time champi-
ons India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh can beat each
other on their day.

The tournament, which
is being staged in the T20
format after six years, had

to be moved to the UAE
after hosts Sri Lanka ex-
pressed their inability to
organise it back home
amid the economic crisis
faced by the island nation.

Though the conditions
in the UAE will be differ-
ent from what teams will
be experiencing in the

World Cup in Australia in
October-November, all the
competing sides will be
looking to identify their
final squad for the ICC
event over the course of
the next two weeks.

There is enough at stake
as well for the participat-
ing teams. India will be

looking to execute their
ultra aggressive approach
with the bat in a high-pres-
sure environment, start-
ing with the opener
against Pakistan on
Sunday.

All eyes will be on Virat
Kohli who will be expected
to come out of a prolonged

lean patch. The perform-
ance of the top three in-
cluding skipper Rohit
Sharma and K L Rahul
will be in focus while in-
jured pacer Jasprit
Bumrah will be missed.

Pakistan, a team which
has been on the rise over
the past 12 months, will be
aiming to win the tourna-
ment it last won 10 years
ago when it was played in
the ODI format.

They were pegged back
by a few injury concerns
ahead of the tournament
with star pacer Shaheen
Afridi being ruled out of
the tournament due to a
knee injury.

With a relatively inexpe-
rience middle-order, there
will be over dependence
on the opening duo of
Babar Azam and
Mohammad Rizwan.

Sub-continental giants resume rivalry in Asia Cup

Dubai, Aug 26 (PTI):

Former India cricketer
Sridharan Sriram, who
has recently been appoint-
ed as Bangladesh’s techni-
cal consultant, on Friday
said his previous coaching
experiences with
Australia and IPL side
Royal Challengers
Bangalore will stand him
in good stead in his new
assignment.

The 46-year-old, who
will be associated with the
Bangladesh team in the
Asia Cup and the upcom-
ing T20 Cup World in
Australia in October, said
he is pretty clear about his
responsibilities.

Sriram was appointed
Australia’s spin bowling

coach in 2016 under then
chief coach Darren
Lehmann and also served
as RCB’s batting and spin
coach in 2020.

“I think it’s(my role)
very simple and I am very
clear about my role here,

probably bring the re-
sources together. We got
some very good skill
coaches and I trust what
they are doing completely
and my job is to basically
work with the captain,
work with the team direc-
tor and bring the skill
coaches together,” Sriram
was quoted as saying by
The Daily Star newspaper.

“Bring all the three com-
ponents together and use
my T20’s experience of
IPL and Australia and
bring a strategy where we
can use our resources
properly and so I am very
clear about my role and I
am not saying I am leading
the side and I am just try-
ing to collaborate,” he
added.

Sriram is clear about 
his role with Bangladesh

New York, Aug 26 (PTI):

India’s singles challenge
at the US Open qualifiers
came to an end as Yuki
Bhambri was handed a
straight-set defeat by
Belgium’s Zizou Bergs in
the second round here.
The 30-year-old went down
3-6 2-6 to his Belgian oppo-

nent on Thursday. It was
always going to be a tricky
affair for Bhambri (552)
against the higher-ranked
Bergs (155), but the Indian
managed keep the the
scores levelled at 3-3 in the
first set.

Things, however,
changed quickly in favour
of the Belgian as he made

it 5-3. Bergs then won his
next service to clinch the
first set 6-3.

In the second set too,
Bergs was better player
than the Indian and domi-
nated from the word go
and it did not take the for-
mer long to pocket the sec-
ond and final set 6-2.

Yuki, who spent the
most of last three years
nursing knee injuries and
recovering from multiple
operations, played his first
Grand Slam qualifier ear-
lier this year at the
Australian Open, where he
lost in the second round of
qualifiers.

On Wednesday, India’s
highest-ranked men’s sin-
gles player, Ramkumar
Ramanathan, and Sumit
Nagal made early exits
after losing their respec-
tive qualifying matches in
straight sets.

While Ramanathan
went down to American
teen Bruno Kuzuhara 3-6 5-
7 in one hour and 28 min-
utes, Nagal lost to
Canadian Vasek Pospisil 6-
7 4-6.

US Open Qualifiers: Yuki Bhambri
knocked out in second round

New York, Aug 26 (AP):

Serena Williams’ first
opponent at what is ex-
pected to be the last tour-
nament of her career, the
U.S. Open, will be Danka
Kovinic.

Win that, and Williams
could face No. 2 seed
Anett Kontaveit of
Estonia in the second
round.

The brackets for the
women’s and men’s sin-

gles events were released
Thursday by the U.S.
Tennis Association.

Play begins Monday;
first-round matches will
be held that day and
Tuesday. There was no im-
mediate word on when
Williams will compete.

The 23-time Grand Slam
champion, who turns 41
on Sept. 26, announced
this month she was
preparing to step away
from her playing career.

She did not explicitly say
when she planned to stop
but made it sound as if
the U.S. Open would mark
her farewell.

Williams has won the
hard-court tournament in
Flushing Meadows six
times.

She is just 1-3 this sea-
son, having recently re-
turned to singles action
after a year away follow-
ing a first-round injury
exit at Wimbledon in 2021.

Serena Williams’ 1st opponent
at US Open is Danka Kovinic

Venus Williams (L) and Serena Williams attend A Conversation With Champions pre-
sented by Lotte New York Palace at Lotte New York Palace.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):

India spin le gend
Anil Kumble’s stint as
head coach at Punjab
Kings has ended after
the IPL franchise de-
cided against renewing
his contract.

According to a re-
port in ESPNcricinfo,
the decision to part
ways with Kumble was
taken by a board com-
prising multiple own-
ers, including
Bollywood actor Preity
Zinta, industrialists
Mohit Bur man, Ness
Wadia and Karan Paul
and the team’s chief
executive of ficer
Satish Menon.

The franchise is
looking for a new
coach, and an an-
nouncement is expect-
ed soon. Former India
captain Kumble was

appointed as Punjab
Kings head coach
ahead of the 2020 IPL
season. The franchise
finished in the lower
half of the points table
since then.

The Punjab Kings
have made it to the IPL
playof fs only twice,
with just a single final
appearance in 2014 in
which they lost to
Kolkata Knight Riders.

Kumble was in
charge of the team in
42 matches, winning 18
and losing 22 of them.
Under him, two of the
team’s matches were
tied.

Kumble had earlier
served as the mentor
for Mumbai Indians
and Royal Challengers
Bangalore before tak-
ing over the coaching
responsibilities of the
Indian team in 2016.

Punjab Kings decide 
to not renew head coach

Kumble’s contract

Southampton, Aug 26 (PTI):

India vice-captain
Smriti Mandhana
struck a scintillating
half-century to help
Southern Brave crush
Trent Rockets by 10
wickets and book their
place in the knockout
stages of The Hundred
here.

Mandhana impressed
with a 31-ball  57 that
included nine fours
and two maximums
after Lauren Bell (4/10)
picked up the best fig-
ures of the season to
restrict Rockets to 88
for eight at the Ageas
Bowl on Thursday.

Chasing a below par
total, Mandhana joined
forces with fellow
opener England’s
Danni Wyatt (36 off 25)
as the hosts cruised to

victory with 44 balls to
spare.

The star Indian bat-
ter looked in imperious
touch as she slammed
the very first ball  of
the chase for a bound-
ary. The 26-year-old
then continued in the
same vein as she hit
Natalie Scriver for a
hat-trick of fours a few
balls later.

She raced to her fifty
in 30 balls before seal-
ing the victory with a
fabulous six.

Earlier, Elyse Villani
(25), Marie Kelly (22)
and Scriver (19) served
as the main contribu-
tors for the Rockets.

Apart from Bell,
A m a n d a - J a d e
Wellington snared
three wickets, giving
away 18 runs for the
Braves.

The Hundred: Mandhana dazzles with

fifty in Southern Brave’s 10-wicket win

New York, Aug 26 (AP):

Novak Djokovic will
not play in the U.S. Open,
as expected, because he is
not vaccinated against
COVID-19 and thus is not
allowed to travel to the
United States.

Djokovic announced
his withdrawal from the
year’s last Grand Slam
tournament on Twitter
on Thursday, hours be-
fore the draw for the
event was revealed.

Sadly, I will not be able
to travel to NY this time
for US Open, Djokovic
wrote, wishing luck to his

fellow players, and said
he would keep in good
shape and positive spirit
and wait for an opportu-
nity to compete again.

Play is scheduled to begin
at Flushing Meadows on
Monday. Djokovic is a 35-
year-old from Serbia who
owns 21 major champi-
onships, one behind
Rafael Nadal for the
men’s record. Three of
Djokovic’s Slam trophies
came at the U.S. Open, in
2011, 2015 and 2018.

He also was the runner-
up there a half-dozen
times, including last sea-
son, when his pursuit of
the first calendar-year
Grand Slam in men’s ten-
nis since 1969 ended with
a loss in the final to
Daniil Medvedev.

Djokovic out of US Open;
can’t travel to States

DCW seeks action-taken 
report from police after 
stalker opens fire at girl

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

A day after a 16-year-old
girl was allegedly shot at
and injured by a motorcy-
cle-borne youth in the
Sangam Vihar area here,
the Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) on Friday
issued a notice to the city
police seeking an action-
taken report.

According to the notice,
the DCW has taken suo-
moto cognisance of media
reports of the case of
stalking and attempt to
murder of a girl in
Sangam Vihar in south
Delhi.

"According to the re-
ports, the girl was shot at
by her stalker on
Thursday when she was
returning to her home
from school. It is alleged
by the father (of the girl)
that the boy had been
stalking his daughter for

the past few months and a
complaint was made in
this regard to the local
beat constable of the Delhi
Police, but no action was
taken in the matter," the
DCW notice said.

The Commission has
sought a copy of the FIR
registered, details of the
accused arrested, a de-
tailed action-taken report
in the matter and so on, it
said.

The DCW has asked to
provide the information
by Tuesday.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (south) Benita
Mary Jaiker on Thursday
had said the victim, a
Class 11 student, received
an injury on her shoulder
and is out of danger.

The girl said while she
was coming home from
the school, she noticed
that three boys on a motor-
cycle were chasing her.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Friday assured the home
buyers of the to-be-razed
40-storey twin-towers of
real estate firm Supertech
in Noida that they will be
refunded the full amount
deposited with the builder.
The apex court also asked
the Interim Resolution
Professional (IRP) of the
firm, facing insolvency
proceedings, to deposit Rs
one crore with the apex
court registry.

The Supertech's 40-
storey twin towers at
Emerald Court Project of
Sector 93A of Noida are
scheduled to be razed on
August 28. A bench of
Justices DY Chandrachud,
AS Bopanna, and JB
Pardiwala said that the
home buyers of twin pow-
ers will get their total re-
fund but for the time being,

they will be paid from Rs
one crore, which will be de-
posited by the IRP by
September 30.

The top court was hear-
ing a batch of contempt pe-
titions filed by home buy-
ers seeking a refund as per
the last year's order of
court. The bench said that
it would ensure that the
home buyers of the twin
towers get their refund in
compliance with the
August 31, 2021 order of the
court.

"In the meantime, in
order to ensure that the
home buyers who are cov-
ered by the judgement of
this court get some refund
of their outstanding dues,
we direct the IRP to deposit
an amount of Rs one crore
with the registry of this
court on or before
September 30", it said.

The bench said that ami-
cus curiae Gaurav

Agarwal, will sit together
with the IRP in the first
week of October and joint-
ly work out the outstand-
ing dues of the home buy-
ers and submit the details
before the next date of
hearing so that disburse-
ment of some amount
could be made to the has-
sled home buyers.

"The amicus and the IRP
would jointly work out the
outstanding dues of the
home buyers, who have ap-
proached the court and
submit their details on the
next date of listing so that
directions can be issued for
the disbursement of the
fund ", it said.

The bench noted the sub-
mission of Agarwal that at
present the corporate in-
solvency resolution
process of the company is
confined to only the
Supertech Eco Village
Project and the National

Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) has 70
per cent of the revenue of
the company will be used
for completing the con-
struction of stalled proj-
ects and 30 per cent could
be used for other adminis-
trative purposes.

It said that in the first
week of October, the ami-
cus should hold a meeting
with the IRP to ascertain,
how much expenses are
needed for the completion
of stalled projects, how
much the revenue, how
much the expenses, and the
schedule with which the
entire outstanding of the
home buyers could be
cleared.

The bench said that a re-
port should be filed by the
amicus in this regard by
the next date of hearing.

At the outset, Agarwal
said that he had discus-
sions with the IRP, who has

been placed in charge of
the affairs of the company
and has come to know
about the monthly revenue
of the firm.

The amicus said that
Supertech Ltd has an in-
flow of Rs 20 crore per
month of which Rs 15 crore
goes towards the construc-
tion of the stalled project
and five crores are there
for meeting administrative
expenses.

He said that the IRP has
assured that he will deposit
Rs one crore by September
30 with the apex court reg-
istry, which is the amount
diverted from the Rs five
crore administrative ex-
penses for payment of re-
fund to the home buyers of
twin-towers.

Counsel for home buyers
said that till now they have
uncertainty over payment
of the refund by Supertech
and hence court should

mention that they will be
paid in full but in install-
ments, looking at the cir-
cumstances.

The bench assured them
that they will be paid in full
but it needs to balance the
rights of everybody and
hence after the report of
amicus comes in October, it
will fix a schedule for pay-
ment of the outstanding.

The top court had earlier
directed the IRP to segre-
gate the claims of home
buyers from other credi-
tors and make an endeav-
our for payment of their re-
funds on priority in com-
pliance with the order of
the court.

The erstwhile manage-
ment of Supertech had ear-
lier told the top court that
only 59 home buyers are
left to be refunded, while
the rest of them have been
refunded or shifted to other
flats of the company.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) on
Friday declared 21 universi-
ties as "fake" and not em-
powered to confer any de-
gree, majority of which are
in Delhi followed by Uttar
Pradesh. The commission
warned students against
taking admission in these
universities.

"At least 21 self-styled,
unrecognised institutions
which are functioning in
contravention of the UGC
Act, have been declared as
fake universities and these
are not empowered to con-
fer any degree," UGC
Secretary Rajnish Jain
said. Delhi has eight fake

universities-All India
Institute of Public and
Physical Health Sciences;
Commercial University
Ltd. Daryaganj; United
Nations University;
Vocational University;
ADR-Centric Juridical
University; Indian
Institution of Science and
Engineering; Viswakarma
Open University for Self-
Employment and
Adhyatmik Vishwavidya-
laya (Spiritual University).
Uttar Pradesh has seven
such universities -- Gandhi
Hindi Vidyapith, National
University of Electro
Complex Homeopathy,
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose Univirsity (open uni-
versity), Bhartiya Shiksha

Parishad, according to the
UGC. Among other univer-
sities on the list are
Badaganvi Sarkar World
Open University Education
Society (Karnataka), St
John's University (Kerala),
Raja Arbaic Univerity
(Nagpur), Indian Institute
of Alternative Medicine
and Institute of Alternative
Medicine and Research
(Kolkata), Nababharat
Shiksha Parishad and
North Orissa University of
Agriculture and
Technology (Odisha),
Shree Bodhi Academy of
Higher Education
(Puducherry) and Christ
New Testament Deemed
University (Andhra
Pradesh).

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

AAP national convenor
and Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal attacked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in a speech in the
assembly here Friday, and
alleged the recent raids
by probe agencies against
Delhi ministers are
linked to the polls in
Gujarat.

Kejriwal also said he
will bring a confidence
motion in the Delhi as-
sembly to prove no AAP
MLA has defected.

"The BJP's fortress in
Gujarat is under threat
and is crumbling now. ED,
CBI raids on us are due to
the upcoming polls in
Gujarat," he alleged.

Kejriwal said the CBI
couldn't find a single
penny during raids at his
deputy Manish Sisodia's

residence.
"Vested interests are

now trying to topple the
Delhi government. They

toppled governments in
Manipur, Goa, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Maharashtra. There is a
serial killer on the prowl
in the city," Kejriwal said
in the House.

Addressing the Delhi
Assembly in a special ses-
sion, Kejriwal alleged the
BJP is using money col-
lected through GST and
hike in petrol and diesel
prices to poach MLAs.

He claimed the BJP has
bought 277 MLAs till now
across the country.

He alleged Delhi
Lieutenant Governor has
now started a probe in
"our schools. They want to
stop good work being done
in schools and hospitals".

Floods lead to spurt in 
diarrhoea cases in Odisha

Bhubaneswar, Aug 26 (PTI): 

With around 100 villages
still remaining marooned
due to the twin floods in the
Mahanadi and
Subarnarekha river sys-
tems, Odisha has reported
around 900 cases of diar-
rhoea and other water-
borne diseases over the
past fortnight, an official
said on Friday.

The state government
has also received reports of
88 cases of snakebites from
14 flood-hit districts, where
around 10 lakh people have
been affected by the calami-
ty, Public Health Director
Niranjan Mishra said. He

said that no death has been
reported in the snakebite
incidents and every block
has antivenom drugs.

"The situation is not
alarming," Mishra claimed,
even as he did not confirm
any recent diarrhoea
deaths as "we have to inves-
tigate the cause".

The official said 900 cases
of waterborne diseases
were reported from 14 dis-
tricts over the past fort-
night since heavy rain
started lashing the state,
adding that the situation
was under control in
Koraput and Rayagada --
the two areas worst affected
by diarrhoea. In Koraput,

around 70 people were in-
fected over the past week
and there are 21 active
cases now, a district official
said.

At least 17 people have
died of diarrhoea and hun-
dreds were infected in sev-
eral districts due to the out-
break that began in July-
end. Diarrhoea cases are
now being reported from
the deluge-hit districts
after incessant rain over
the past two weeks due to
three back-to-back weather
systems, including a deep
depression.

People were reportedly
drinking contaminated
water amid a shortage of

fresh drinking water
sources in marooned vil-
lages. There is a risk of
spreading waterborne dis-
eases like cholera and jaun-
dice due to the consump-
tion of contaminated water.

The official has urged
the people earlier to drink
water only after boiling it
or using halazone tablets,
which act as a disinfectant.

Around 350 medical re-
lief centres and 120 mobile
medical teams are active in
the flood-affected areas,
where 10 lakh halazone
tablets and 2 lakh oral rehy-
dration salt (ORS) sachets
have been distributed,
Mishra said.

HC imposes fine on chairman
of municipality for not 

complying with its order
Kolkata, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The Calcutta High
Court on Friday imposed
a fine of Rs 1 lakh on the
chairman of Contai mu-
nicipality, Subal Kumar
Manna, for not complying
with its order allowing a
fair on a college ground in
Purba Medinipur district.

The high court had ear-
lier on April 19 passed an
order directing that per-
mission be granted to a
petitioner for holding the
Baisakhi mela at P K
College ground.

Justice Sabyasachi

Bhattacharyya imposed
the fine on Manna for
non-compliance with the
court's order.

Directing Manna to pay
the amount of Rs 1 lakh to
the petitioner within one
week, Justice
Bhattacharyya directed
the contemnor's lawyer to
file a compliance report
before the court on
September 2.

Manna appeared before
the court personally and
apologised for non-com-
pliance, which Justice
Bhattacharyya described
as lip service apparently

to avoid penal conse-
quences.

Noting that the fair was
organised by the petition-
er at a subsequent date
and the municipality ex-
tended assistance to it, the
court let him go with the
fine of Rs 1 lakh.

Justice Bhattacharya,
however, warned that
Manna will "suffer seri-
ous consequences" if a
similar attitude is shown
in future. The petitioner
is a representative of a
students' union of the col-
lege, his lawyer Soumen
Dutta said.

SC raises ceiling limit of iron
ore mining for three districts

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday raised the ceiling
limit of iron ore mining for
Ballari, Chitradurga, and
Tumakuru districts in
Karnataka, saying conser-
vation of the ecology and
environment must go hand
in hand with the spirit of
economic development.
The apex court raised the
ceiling limit of iron ore
mining from 28 MMT to 35
MMT for Ballari district,
and from 7 MMT to 15
MMT for Chitradurga and
Tumkur districts.

"Conservation of the
ecology and the environ-
ment must go hand in hand
with the spirit of economic
development and the fine

balance between the two
goals is what is sought to be
achieved even now," a
bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana said.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices Hima Kohli
and C T Ravikumar, passed
the order on pleas seeking
lifting of the ceiling limits
of iron ore mining in these
districts. It referred to the
May 20 this year order
passed by the apex court
which had granted certain
reliefs relating to the sale
and export of iron ore in
these three districts in
Karnataka and had left
open the question of lifting
or relaxation of the ceiling
limit for production of iron
ore there. The bench re-
ferred to the history of ceil-

ing limits on the produc-
tion of iron ore through
court orders and noted that
on July 29, 2011, and August
26, 2011, the apex court had
imposed a ban on mining
in these three districts
based on the report of the
Centrally Empowered
Committee (CEC). It said in
December 2017, the court
had permitted to increase
of the ceiling cap from 25
MMT to 28 MMT in Bellari
district and from 5 MMT to
7 MMT for Chitradurga
and Tumkur districts,
based on the July 14, 2017,
report of the CEC. "In 2017,
this court was of the view
that the situation had vast-
ly changed in the state of
Karnataka and had there-
fore allowed an increase in

the ceiling limit. We are
now in the year 2022," the
apex court said.

The bench said it can be
no one's case that the situa-
tion subsisting in
Karnataka currently is the
same as had existed when
the matter was first taken
up or when the court had
passed the order in 2017, re-
laxing the ceiling limit to
some extent. "This is also
clear from the changed
stance of the state of
Karnataka and the CEC be-
fore this court. In 2017, the
CEC had recommended a
cumulative increase in the
ceiling limit up to 5 MMT,
whereas now, the CEC sup-
ports the view that the ceil-
ing limit need not contin-
ue," it observed.
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Students show their fingers marked with indelible ink after casting their votes for the Rajasthan University
Student Union Elections 2022, in Jaipur, Friday.

STUDENT UNION ELECTIONSKarnataka mining

IMD forecasts 2-
day heavy rainfall

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr,,  AAuugg  2266  ((PPTTII))::
Odisha is bracing up for likely
spell of heavy rain on Friday
night and Saturday after being
battered by twin floods in
Mahanadi and Suranarekha
river systems. The IMD in its
latest bulletin said Odisha is
likely to witness heavy rain dur-
ing the period and issued yel-
low warning for thunderstorm
in Mayurbhanj, Balasore,
Keonjhar, Cuttack, Jajpur,
Balasore and Bhadrak, Boudh,
Nayagarh, Khurda, Rayagada,
Koraput, Malkangiri,
Nabarangpur, Gajapati,
Ganjam, Angul and Dhenkanal
till 8.30 am on August 27. The
districts of Gajapati, Rayagada,
Kalahandi, Nabarangpur,
Koraput and Malkangiri too will
receive heavy precipitation on
Saturday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Friday.

Motorcyclist 
dies after being

hit by van 
New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):
A 24-year-old helper-cum-
cook at a five star hotel
died when he was hit by a
pickup van after his motor-
cycle slipped while he tried
to save a dog in north
Delhi's Wazirabad area, po-
lice said on Friday. The de-
ceased has been identified
as Rahul, a resident of
Biharipur, they said.
Police said they received
information around 11.29
pm on Thursday about a
motorcyclist found in an
injured condition on Pusta
Road. People at the spot
said the victim slipped
while trying to save a
street dog, they said. The
man was then hit by a
passing pickup van. He re-
ceived injuries on his head
and succumbed at the spot,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (north) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said.

Raids against us linked to upcoming
Gujarat polls, says Arvind Kejriwal

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal speaks during a 
special session of the Delhi Assembly, in New Delhi, Friday.

UGC declares 21 universities 
as ‘fake’, maximum from 

Delhi followed by UP

SC says flat buyers of Supertech’s twin towers will 
be refunded in full, asks IRP to deposit Rs 1 Crore



Toll waiver
MMuummbbaaii::  The
Maharashtra government
on Friday waived toll on
Mumbai-Bengaluru and
Mumbai-Goa highways as
well as toll plazas of
other Public Works
Department roads from
August 27 to September
11 in view of Ganpati fes-
tivities, an official said on
Friday.It would give relief
to Ganpati devotees trav-
elling from different parts
of the state to the coastal
Konkan belt of the state,
he said. A statement from
the Chief Minister’s
Office (CMO) said those
wanting to avail the waiv-
er must approach the
Regional Transport
Authority (RTA).

Eeco-tourism 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  The
Odisha government on
Friday decided to devel-
op 13 more eco-tourism
retreats in different parts
of the state, an official
said. The decision was
taken during a meeting
chaired by Chief
Secretary S C
Mohapatra. “Ten new
spots have been chosen
for development of eco-
retreats with night stay
facilities, and three for
development of nature
camps for day tourists,”
he said.

Kushiyara MoU
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India and
Bangladesh have finalised
the text of an agreement
on interim sharing of the
water of the Kushiyara
river, in a development
that comes ahead of a
likely visit of Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to New Delhi next
month. The text of the
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was
finalised at the 38th min-
isterial-level meeting of
the India-Bangladesh
Joint Rivers Commission
(JRC) that took place in
Delhi on Thursday after a
gap of 12 years, accord-
ing to the 
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA).

Six dead 
AAmmbbaallaa::  Six members of
a family, including two
children, were found
dead at their home in a
village near Ambala
City on Friday morning,
police said. The dead
were identified as
Sukhwinder Singh (34),
his wife Reena (28),
their daughters Aashu
(5) and Jassi (7), father
Sangat Ram (65) and
mother Mahindro Kaur
(60), they said. 
Aashu’s birthday fell on
August 26. 

FISHERMEN NET

Fishermen cast their net in Yamuna river, in the backdrop of Taj Mahal, in
Agra, Friday.

GANESH CHATURTHI

Vendors carry idols of Lord Ganesha, to be put on display for sale at a roadside
stall, ahead of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in Jammu, Friday.
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Locals with their 
belongings wade through a
waterlogged road following
incessant monsoon rains, in

Varanasi, Friday.
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New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):

Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Friday ended his five-
decade association with
the party, terming it com-
prehensively destroyed
and lashing out at Rahul
Gandhi for demolishing
its entire consultative
mechanism.

Laying bare the many
schisms in the party, Azad
wrote a five-page no holds
barred letter to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi,
describing her as a nomi-
nal figurehead and alleg-
ing that all important de-
cisions are being taken by
Rahul Gandhi or rather
worse his security guards

and PAs”. Azad, whose
resignation from all posi-
tions in the party, includ-
ing its primary member-
ship, comes ahead of cru-
cial organisational elec-
tions, accused the leader-
ship of committing a
giant fraud” on the party
in the name of “farce and
sham” internal polls.

He said no such exercise
had taken place at any

level and lists are being
prepared by the coterie
that runs the AICC.

In his scathing criticism
of the leadership, particu-
larly Rahul Gandhi, the
73-year-old termed the for-
mer Congress chief a
“non-serious individual at
the helm”. Proxies, Azad
wrote to Sonia Gandhi,
are being propped to take
over the leadership and

they will be nothing more
than “a puppet on a
string”.

A”remote control
model” had demolished
the institutional integrity
of the UPA government
and now the Congress
party, the former Jammu
and Kashmir chief minis-
ter alleged in the often
emotive, angry letter de-
tailing his grievances.

Ghulam Nabi Azad blames Rahul for 
‘comprehensively’ destroying Congress

‘GNA’s DNA Modi-fied’: Congress
New Delhi: The Congress on Friday launched an all-out attack
against Ghulam Nabi Azad after he resigned from the party, saying
his “betrayal” of the party leadership reveals his true character and
that his DNA has been “Modi-fied”.  A man who has been treated
with the greatest respect by the Congress leadership has betrayed
it by his vicious personal attacks which reveals his true character,
Ramesh tweeted, adding that “GNA’s DNA has been Modi-fied.”

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2266: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah would be on
day-long visit to Raipur on August
27. During his visit on Saturday,
the Union Home Minister would
be inaugurating the Regional
Office of National Investigation
Agency (NIA) in the morning
whereas in the evening, he would
be interacting with the intellectu-
als on book on Narendra Modi
before returning back to New
Delhi. According to information

received, the Union Home
Ministry has released the minute-
to-minute programme of Amit
Shah for August 27 visit. In the
afternoon, he would be inaugu-
rating the NIA office at Sector 24
in Nawa Raipur. Later, he would
be participating in the debate on
Modi@2 at Science College based
Deendayal Upadhayaya
Auditorium. He would also be vis-
iting the party headquarters situ-
ated at Kushabhau Thakre
Parishar in the evening to discuss
the political scenario with senior
leaders. Visit of Amit Shah on
August 27 holds special signifi-
cance as the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has already started
drastic changes in Organization
after the Regional General
Secretary (Organization) Ajay
Jamwal has taken over the charge
of Organizational affairs in
Chhattisgarh.

Raipur, Aug 26 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday directed authori-
ties to carry out anti-Maoist
operations by taking the
local population into confi-
dence, a government offi-
cial said. Addressing a
meeting of the unified com-
mand here at the New
Circuit House to review the
security situation and de-
velopment works in Left
Wing Extremism (LWE)-hit
areas, the CM also asked
them to expedite develop-
ment works in such areas.

“The government’s three-
pronged strategy of trust,
development and security
has resulted in decline in
Naxalite activities, an offi-
cial release quoted the CM
as saying in the meeting.
Better coordination be-
tween state police and
Central forces has expedit-
ed anti-Maoist operations
as well as development
works in these areas, due to
which the confidence of
people has increased in the
government, the release
quoted him as saying.
Setting up police camps in

core areas to tackle the
menace has helped provide
facilities like roads, cul-
verts, schools, electricity,
public distribution shops
(PDS) in the interiors of
Jagargunda, Kistaram and
Bheji (Sukma district),
Pamed, Basaguda and
Tarrem (Bijapur), he said.
The chief minister said
Palli (Narayanpur)-
Barsoor (Dantewada) state
highway number 5 that con-
nects Narayanpur,
Kondgaon, Bastar, which
was shut for a long time,
has been opened.

Chhattisgarh CM to officials

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  2266  ((PPTTII))::

A pilot of a prominent air-
line has been removed from
flight duty after he failed a
drug test, a senior DGCA offi-
cial said on Friday. He is the
fourth pilot to fail the drug test
since the procedure for exami-
nation of aviation personnel for
consumption of psychoactive
substances came into effect
from January 31. The test is
done for the flight crew and
ATCs on a random basis.

So far, four pilots and one
Air Traffic Controller (ATC)
have tested positive for psy-
choactive substances.

According to the official, a pilot
of a prominent airline was sub-
jected to the drug test in the
national capital. He was found
positive in the confirmatory
test report received on August
23 and has been removed from
the flight duty, the official said.

However, details about the
airline or pilot were not dis-
closed. As per the Civil Aviation
Requirement (CAR), in case the
result of the confirmatory drug
test is positive for the first
time, then the personnel con-
cerned will be referred to a de-
addiction centre by the organi-
sation concerned for de-addic-
tion and rehabilitation.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):

The national parties
have collected more than
Rs 15,077.97 crore from un-
known sources between
2004-05 and 2020-21, an
analysis by the poll rights
body — Association for
Democratic Reforms,
showed. The total income
of national and regional
parties from unknown
sources for 2020-21 stands
at Rs 690.67 crore.

ADR considered eight
national parties and 27 re-
gional parties for this
analysis.

The national parties
comprised the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Indian
National Congress (INC),
All India Trinamool
Congress (AITC),
Community Party of India
(Marxist) (CPM),
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP), Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP),
Communist Party of India
(CPI) and National

People’s Party (NPEP).
The regional parties in-
cluded AAP, AGP,
AIADMK, AIFB, AIMIM,
AIUDF, BJD, CPI(ML)(L),
DMDK, DMK, GFP, JDS,
JDU, JMM, KC-M, MNS,
NDPP, NPF, PMK, RLD,
SAD, SDF, Shivsena, SKM,
TDP, TRS and YSR-
Congress.

The analysis conducted
on the basis of the parties’
Income Tax Returns (ITR)
and donations statements
filed with the Election
Commission of India
(ECI) found that between
FY 2004-05 and 2020-21, the
national parties have col-
lected Rs 15,077.97 crore
from unknown sources.

“For FY 2020-21, eight
national political parties
have declared Rs 426.74
crore income from un-
known sources and 27 re-
gional parties received Rs
263.928 crore income from
unknown sources,” it said.

During FY 2020-21,
Congress declared Rs

178.782 crore as income
from unknown sources
which is 41.89 per cent of
the total income of nation-
al parties from unknown
sources (Rs 426.742 crore),”
the analysis said.

BJP declared Rs 100.502
crore as income from un-
known sources which is
23.55 per cent of the total
income of national parties
from unknown sources.

The top five regional
parties in terms of un-
known income are YSR-
Congress with Rs 96.2507
crore, DMK with Rs 80.02
crore, BJD with Rs 67
crore, MNS with Rs 5.773
crore and AAP with Rs 5.4
crore.

47.06 per cent of the total
Rs 690.67 cr account for the
income from electoral
bonds.

The ADR said the com-
bined income of Congress
and NCP from the sale of
coupons between FY 2004-
05 and 2020-21 stands at Rs
4,261.83 crore.

IRCTC withdraws 
tender for hiring 

consultant to monetise
passenger data

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The railways’ cater-
ing and ticketing arm IRCTC
has withdrawn a controversial
tender for hiring a consultant
to monetise its passenger and
freight customer data follow-
ing concerns over privacy, offi-
cials said on Friday.

IRCTC informed the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Information
Technology chaired by
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Friday that it was
no longer pursuing the tender.
The parliamentary panel had
summoned officials of the
Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC)
following a PTI report on the
tender for the appointment of
a consultant for digital data
monetisation. IRCTC MD and
Chairperson Rajni Hasija
deposed before the panel along
with other officials. “IRCTC has
withdrawn the tender in light
of the non-approval of the Data
Protection Bill,” an IRCTC offi-
cial informed the panel.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday directed listing be-
fore a three-judge bench
pleas against the practice
of political parties prom-
ising pre-election freebies,
saying it appeared the is-
sues raised before it re-
quire an “extensive” hear-
ing. A bench headed by
Chief Justice N V
Ramana noted that cer-
tain preliminary issues
may be needed to be delib-
erated upon in these peti-
tions.
The court order on Justice
Ramana’s last day in of-
fice comes against the
backdrop of the freebies
versus welfare scheme de-
bate that has sparked a po-
litical slugfest in the re-
cent weeks. The bench,
also comprising Justices
Hima Kohli and C T
Ravikumar, said it was ar-

gued before it that the 2013
judgement delivered by a
two-judge bench of the
apex court in the matter of
S Subramaniam Balaji vs
The Government of Tamil
Nadu and others required
reconsideration.

“Looking into the com-
plexities of the issues in-
volved and the prayer to
overrule the judgement
rendered by a two-judge
bench of this court in
Subramaniam Balaji, we
direct listing of the set of
petitions before a three-
judge bench after obtain-
ing the orders from the
Chief Justice of India,” it
said. In its 2013 judge-
ment, the apex court had
noted that after examin-
ing and considering the
parameters laid in section
123 of the Representation
of People Act(RPA), it ar-
rived at a conclusion that
the promises in the elec-

tion manifesto cannot be
read into section 123 for
declaring it to be a corrupt
practice. The apex court
on Friday said the pleas
would be listed after four
weeks.

“Ultimately, it appears
that the issues raised by
the parties require an ex-
tensive hearing before any
considered order can be
passed,” it said.

It noted there are cer-
tain preliminary issues
that may be needed to be
deliberated upon in these
petitions. The issues in-
cluded the scope of judi-
cial intervention with re-
spect to the reliefs sought
in these pleas, whether
any enforceable order can
be passed by this court in
these writ petitions and
whether appointment of a
commission/expert body
by the court would serve
any purpose.

Pilot of prominent 
airline fails drug test

DGCA removes him from flight duty

‘Carry out anti-Maoist operations
by taking locals into confidence’

Amit Shah on day-long visit today

Pre-poll promises of freebies
require ‘extensive hearing’

National parties collected Rs 15,077 crore from
unknown sources between 2004-05 and 2020-21: ADR
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New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):

The swarm drones sys-
tem equipped with cut-
ting-edge technology that
can identify targets using
artificial intelligence-driv-
en software is being in-
ducted into the mecha-
nised forces of the Indian
Army. Swarm drones con-
sist of a number of drones
controlled from the same
station which can pe pro-
grammed using an algo-
rithm to carry out various
tasks, including surveil-
lance, sources said.

The Indian Army on
Friday took to Twitter and
said the new system will
provide an “edge” to it in
meeting future “security
challenges”.

“#SwarmDrones being
inducted into the
Mechanised Forces, duly
embracing the niche & dis-
ruptive technologies, will
provide an edge to

#IndianArmy in meeting
future security challenges.
#AtmaNirbharBharat
# I n d i a n A r m y
#InStrideWithTheFuture,
” the Additional
Directorate General of
Public Information of the
Army tweeted.

The sources said using
algorithms a swarm drone
can be cast to carry out
tasks such as surveillance.

There is a dynamic
mesh communication sys-
tem so that “even if a few
drones drop out, the swam
will still complete the job
and come back”, they said.

It is a complex but a
“man in the loop” system,
the sources added.

The Army is endeavour-
ing to “embrace emerging
and disruptive technolo-
gies” to transform itself to
a “technology-enabled
force to meet future opera-
tional challenges”, they
said.

Swarm drones being
inducted into mechanised

forces of Indian Army
London, Aug 26 (PTI):

In a historic first,
Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II is likely to
conduct the traditional
ceremony to appoint a
newly elected leader as
the country’s prime min-
ister at her Balmoral
Castle residence in
Scotland, according to a
media report on Friday.

The 96-year-old
monarch, who has been
experiencing age-related
mobility issues, is on her
annual summer vacation
in Scotland. The Sun’
newspaper claims that
secret plans have been
drawn up for her to re-
ceive either former
Chancellor Rishi Sunak
or Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss at her Balmoral
base rather than make
the journey down to
Buckingham Palace in
London or Windsor

Castle in south-east
England. The new
Conservative Party
leader will be elected on
September 5 and is then
scheduled for an audi-
ence with the Queen the
day after to be formally
appointed as Boris
Johnson’s successor at 10
Downing Street. A final
decision on whether she
stays on will be an-
nounced publicly next
week because the outgo-
ing and incoming prime
ministers need advance
notice, the newspaper
said. It would be the first
time in living memory
that the so-called kissing
of the hands of the
monarch by the leader of
the majority party in
Parliament happens out-
side London or Windsor.
“The Queen has now
been advised not to trav-
el, The Sun’ quoted a
source as saying.

Queen may appoint new UK
PM in Scotland in historic first

Nandlal Sharma 

Bhilai: Shanti Nagar,
Street 13 resident
Nandlal Sharma left for
heavenly abode at the
age of 85 years on
Friday. Funeral proces-
sion will be taken out
from his residence on
August 27 around 11:00
hrs and last rites of the
mortal remains will be
performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham.
He was the father of
senior journalist Ravi
Sharma and Mahendra
Sharma.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  2266::  Protesting
against the changes in BSP's
goods transport policy, the local
transporters staged a demon-
stration on Friday. Under the
banner of BSP Truck Trailer Steel
Transport Association, the irked
transporters observed Black Day
and staged a demonstration
near Rail Mill Gate in Khursipar.
Drivers and helpers also partici-
pated in the demonstration. The
transporters alleged that the
Bhilai Steel Plant has discontin-
ued the 40-years-old tradition by
allowing the transporters of the
other states.

They informed that the local

transporters are not getting
work from Bhilai Steel Plant.
About 500 transporters and
more than 3500 drivers and
helpers are left workless.
Association Patron Prabhunath
Mishra said that when the gov-
ernment is speaking about gen-
eration of employment locally,
the BSP management is provid-
ing work to outsiders and is ne-
glecting the locals. He added
that the locals have played a
vital role in the successful estab-
lishment and operation of Bhilai
Steel Plant. In such a situation,
BSP must think of the interests
of the local transporters.

Association President
Inderjeet Singh stated that they

are protesting against the BSP
management and the agents
who are involved in lifting work.
He further informed that more
than 1500 vehicles of 500 local
transporters have not got any
work in the last six months. The
transporters as well as the driv-
ers and helpers are facing prob-
lems of livelihood. He added that
at all the steel plants there is a
tradition of providing work to
local transporters. BSP had been
practicing the same in the last
four decades. 

But suddenly during the
Corona transition period, BSP
started awarding the works to
transporters of other states. Due
to this policy, the local trans-
porters are facing huge losses.
Gopal Khandelwal, Gani Khan,
Ashok jain, Anil Chaudhary,
Sudhir Singh, Umesh Singh,
Rudra Dada, Satbir Singh, Gokul
Sharma, Malkit Singh Lallu,
Gurmukh Singh, Baljinder Singh
and others were present in the
demonstration.

Garima Pradhan of city gets
International Literary Award 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  2266:: A writer from
the city Garima Pradhan re-
cently won international
recognition for her inspiring lit-
erary work. She is a life coach
and author of two life changing
novels. Through her work "A
Girl that had to be Strong" she
touched thousands of lives and
it also paved way for her suc-
cess. This novel brought her
International recognition in the
event setup by Ukiyoto
Publishing in Hyderabad, Taj
Vivanta. These publisher are
based out in Toronto, Canada
having spread in 70+countries
having head office in
Hyderabad.

Her book was awarded in -
"Top 30 books to look out for in
2022" award category this
year. In this event film pro-
duces, writers, retired war vet-
eran Mr Rao also became a
part. This year, her poem "love
is acceptance" also got im-

mense love from readers. That
made her rank 6th in hashtag
kalakar international poetry
competition. Also she was
awarded With "500 Most
Inspiring People of India 2022"
this year by Hobbyscope. 

She is well know as pride of
Bhopal and was awarded with
"Best author Bhopal". She
also got nomination for

women on mission 2019 by
Yourstory. Her books inspired
many book lovers and taught
them as a mentor they can
rely when they feel low or face
an adversity. Once can get a
copy of her novels from
Amazon & Flipkart. Also her
book "Broken is the New
Beautiful" removed stereo-
types from the society that
made her books more special.

Previously she was also ap-
preciated by Anadiben Patel
for her work. She was also ap-
preciated by APJ Abdul Kalam
sir when she was a kid.  She is
also a personality & a rela-
tionship coach who is healing
relationships and training
people to feel strong about
their making. Garima gives
her credit of success to her
supportive family as well as
in-law family that always
stood by her. She gave special
mention to her husband for
giving her the time & believ-
ing in her dreams like her. 
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Bhilai, Aug 26:
Department of
Management Studies, St
Thomas College, organ-
ised Induction Program
for newly joined BBA
Students. On this occasion
Dr Susan R Abraham,
Head, Dept of
Management Studies, gave
brief introduction about
the department and pre-
sented a brief report of
BBA course. In her ad-
dress she said that apart
from educational and aca-
demic studies every
Saturday an Activity is
conducted in which stu-
dents get basic inputs of
management education

with the help of Power
Point Presentation, Group
Discussion and Group
Activities. Madam special-
ly said that the main objec-
tive of activity class is to
ensure overall develop-

ment of students so that
students can update them-
selves according to the
present demand of indus-
try. During the program
Mahendra Ikhar,
Assistant Professor,

Department of
Management Studies pro-
vided the basic inputs of
Power Point Presentation
by giving a presentation.
Principal of the College Dr
MG Roymon

said that in St Thomas
College, Department of
Management Studies was
started in the year 1999 with
the objective of developing
the quality of management
within students and now
today students of
Department of Management
Studies are successfully
working at national and in-
ternational level. The pro-
gram was conducted by BBA
student Dhairya Gulwani
and Technical assistance
was given by Adnan Faizy.
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Bhilai, Aug 26: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has now
geared up to stop the in-
creasing accidents on the
roads. Under the guidance
of AK Bhatta, Executive
Director (Materials
Management) and
Chairman, Road & Rail
CFT, 59 Road Safety
Trainers have been devel-
oped, who regularly pro-
vide road safety training
to all plant workers to cre-
ate a safe environment in
the plant and township.
These 59 trainers have
been selected on the basis
of stringent criteria,
exams and tests. Of these,
37 have been trained for
two wheelers, 17 for four
wheelers, and 5 for heavy
vehicles.

All these trainers were
honoured with certificates
by 'Road and Rail CFT' in a
function recently. On this
occasion, Executive
Director (Materials
Management) and
Chairman, Road & Rail
CFT AK Bhatta congratu-
lated all the trainers and
said that now they should
play their part in keeping

the plant and worker fami-
lies free from road acci-
dents. He called for this
training of 'Defensive
Driving' to be organised in
various departments
along with HRD so that
more and more personnel
can be trained on road
safety. He expressed confi-
dence that these safety
trainings would play a

vital role in achieving the
thought behind the slogan
'Suraksha Ghar Se Ghar
Tak' of Bhilai Steel Plant.

On this occasion, the
members of Road and Rail
CFT Committee, Chief
General Manager
(Projects) Ashok Kumar,
Acting Chief General
Manager (Safety & Fire
Services) GP Singh,
General Manager-in-
Charge (CED) Rakesh
Pandey, Deputy General
Manager (Safety, HR and
Official Language) Ashok
Jaswani, M/s 'Swasya
Solutions' Gautam Nayak
along with General
Manager (HRD), Amulya
Priyadarshi were also
present. The program was
successfully compered by
the Manager (HRD) Avanti
Vuchula.

BSP to provide land to RMC for development works
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26: The con-
struction work of 30 bed
hospital, auditorium and
college building in Risali
Municipal Corporation
will commence soon. An
important decision was
taken in this regard dur-
ing a tripartite meeting
chaired by the Durg Rural
MLA and Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu. Bhilai
Steel Plant has agreed to
sign MoU for transfer of
proposed 151 acres of land.

Important decisions
were taken in the meeting
which was chaired by the
Home Minister late
evening on Wednesday. In
the meeting, discussion re-
lated to land transfer took
place. BSP Director I/c
Anirban Dasgupta clari-
fied that there is no prob-

lem in transferring the
land in public interest.

They have also dis-
cussed with the SAIL in
this matter. After a de-
tailed discussion on the
points of the MoU with the
Law Department, Risali
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) will sign the MoU.
Apart from this, the BSP
Director I/c, after conduct-
ing a survey of 70 acres of
land, will take action to

transfer it.
Various topics were dis-

cussed in the Circuit
House, Durg for more than
two hours. The meeting
was attended by Collector
Pushpendra Meena, BSP
Director I/c Anirban
Dasgupta, BMC
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, DMC
Commissioner Prakash
Surve along with RMC
Commissioner Ashish

Devangan.
On the initiative of

Risali Corporation, the
BSP officials have decided
to start the construction of
a kutcha drain at the earli-
est to prevent water log-
ging in the corporation
area. It is noteworthy that
there is no drainage of
rain water in Risali sector,
Maroda sector and HSCL
colony Ruabandha of the
township which come

under the corporation
area. Due to lack of
drainage, water enters the
residential areas. BSP offi-
cials have decided to build
a temporary drain for the
storm water.

Many development
work and beautification
works are stuck in the
newly formed Municipal
Corporation Risali. As the
land belongs to BSP, NOC
is required for conducting
construction. Putting an
end to this issue, the offi-
cials of Bhilai Steel Plant
have decided to give NOC
for the development work
at the earliest.

In the meeting, the BSP
officials said that the BSP
would soon provide elec-
tricity and water connec-
tions in public toilets, CDC
centres, and water ATMs
built on the land of BSP.
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Bhilai, Aug 26: On the in-
structions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Abhishek Pallava
and supervision of
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu, an
awareness programme
was organised for com-
mon people, women and
children at Patan. SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore conducted the
awareness programme at
Swami Atmanand
Government English
school (SAGES), Patan. He
urged the people to obey
the traffic rules and gave
information about cyber
fraud, ATM fraud and

crime against women and
children, etc. The students
attended the programme
enthusiastically and asked
questions. The children re-
quested for a separate
class regarding fire safety.
Police assured to organize

a fire safety session very
soon. Inspector Shivanand
Tiwari (SHO, Patan),
Principal and staff of
Swami Atmanand
Government English
School and about 200 chil-
dren were present.

Universal Rail Mill organises
Shiromani Award ceremony 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26:
Shiromani Award cere-
mony was organised at
Universal Rail Mill of
BSP. Pali Shiromani
Award went to the
Manager of Universal
Rail Mill Bipin Kumar
Maurya. Karm
Shiromani Award went to
Sanjay Tripathi (ACT)
and Reddy Dilip Kumar
(OCT) for excellent and
exemplary performance
under the Shiromani
Award scheme of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant.

The main objective of
Karm Shiromani Award
and Pali Shiromani is to
honour the hardworking
and creative personnel
who have performed re-
markable performance in
the department with the
standard parameters of
safety, innovation in their
workplace, better resource

utilization and fulfillment
of organizational objec-
tives.

Chief General Manager
(URM) Anish Sengupta
honoured the personnel
with memento, citation,
appreciation letter for
their spouse and a sweet
coupon. And while con-
gratulating all the employ-
ees who were honoured
with the Shiromani
Award, they praised their
diligent contribution to-

wards their work.
In the function, Jasbir

Singh (Additional Labour
Welfare Officer) was pre-
sented a letter of apprecia-
tion by the Chief General
Manager for the exempla-
ry work done in URM.

On this occasion,
Hemant Pathak (General
Manager), Elias Ahmed
(General Manager), Rahul
Srivastava (General
Manager), Santosh Oswal
(General Manager), D

Behera (General
Manager), Parminder
Singh (Deputy General
Manager) and other offi-
cers and personnel were
present. The program was
conducted and coordinat-
ed by Assistant Manager
(Personnel Mill Zone-2)
Samayla Ansari.
Expressing their views,
the awardees said that
such awards have boosted
their morale and inspired
them to do better work.

Over 1000 vehicles checked
under intensive drive

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26: Durg
Police is conducting an in-
tensive vehicle checking
drive across the district.
Action is being taken
against bikers with two
pillion riders, without hel-
met, without documents,
drunken drivers and
those who violate traffic
rules. Superintendent of
Police,

Durg and gazetted offi-
cers are monitoring the
drive. Documents of more

than 1000 vehicles were
checked and action was
taken against more than
300 drivers who violated
the traffic rules.

In view of the upcom-
ing festive season,
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava has
directed an intensive ve-
hicle checking drive from
all the police stations of
the district. This cam-
paign was carried out
from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm
in all the police stations
and chowkis of district

Durg on Thursday. All the
police stations and chow-
ki in-charges led the vehi-
cle checking drives in
their respective jurisdic-
tions. The drive was moni-
tored by the gazetted offi-
cers.

SP visited Durg,
Chhawani and Bhilai
Nagar sub-divisions and
gave necessary guidelines
to the jawans. He appealed
to the general public to
follow the traffic rules and
use helmets while riding.

During the intensive ve-

hicle checking drive
across the district, docu-
ments of vehicles were
checked. Fine was collect-
ed from the violators. The
campaign continued till
late in the evening, in
which action was taken
against those driving
without helmets, without
documents, drunken driv-
ing, and violators of traf-
fic rules. Documents of
more than 1000 vehicles
were checked and action
was taken against more
than 300 vehicles.
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Police conducts awareness
programme at SAGES Patan

Road Safety training for defensive driving concludes Induction Program organised for
newly joined BBA students

GBM of BSP 
EX-OA to be held

on Aug 29
BBhhiillaaii,,  AAuugg  2266:: The 50 th
General Body Meeting of the
BSP Ex-officers' Association
will be held on August 29 at
10:45 hrs in Pragati Bhavan
(OA Building), Civic Centre, to
discuss on important issues
such as Medical issues in BSP
Hospitals, SAIL Mediclaim
Scheme 2022-23, EPS 95
Pension present status,
Gratuity, 11 months' perks ar-
rears, next Medical camp of
Shree Narayana Hospital
Raipur & Sai Baba Eye Hospital
Bhilai etc. In-charge officer of
the Bhilai unit of MD India Mr
Hussain has been requested to
take part in the meeting to
speak on the SAIL Mediclaim
Scheme 2022-23. OA President
& SEFI Chairman Narendra
Banchhor, General Secretary
Parvinder Singh and Treasurer
Ankur Mishra will attend the
meeting and speak on the im-
portant issues. All the retired
officers of BSP hae been re-
quested to attend the meeting
at OA building. 

Transporters stage 
demonstration against BSP
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Agrawal presides over 
inter-departmental committee meeting 

Raipur, Aug 26: State
Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal took a
meeting of the inter-de-
partmental committee
on Friday. They dis-
cussed various issues in-
cluding land allotment.
Mr. Agrawal inquired
about the applications re-
ceived for allotment of
land. In the meeting, it
was decided to allot land
to Raipur Development

Authority for the con-
struction of different
types of buildings under
Indraprastha Phase-2
Raipur Housing Scheme.
Apart from South East
Central Railway,
Rajnandgaon, 4 other
cases were also dis-
cussed and instructions
were given to complete
the process of allotment
of land under the pre-
scribed premium and
land rent of the respec-

tive cases and prescribed
rules. In the meeting,
Secretary, Revenue
Department, N. N. Ekka,
Revenue Department’s
Under Secretary, Umesh
Kumar Patel, Housing
and Environment’s
Additional Secretary,
Tirkey, Finance
Department’s Additional
Secretary Nikhil
Agrawal and members of
the Inter-departmental
Committee were present.

‘Work on skill development and employment
oriented education for youth’

Raipur, Aug 26: overnor
Anusuiya Uikey held dis-
cussions with the vice chan-
cellors of private universi-
ties on Thursday. She told
the vice chancellors to work
by setting goals considering
vast potential in the field of
higher education in the
state.

She stressed the need for
providing skill and employ-
ment oriented education to
the students of the state.
There should be healthy
competition in the universi-
ties so that the capacity
building of the youth of the

state can be done, she said.
Higher Education Minister
Umesh Nandkumar Patel
and other officials were
present in the meeting.

The Governor said that
the new education policy
should be implemented in
the universities soon and
the pending process should
be completed soon. Effective
implementation of the new
education policy will be in
the interest of the students,
she said. She directed the
universities to make efforts
to get better grading in
NAAC and for this the qual-
ity of education and meet-
ing the required parame-
ters.

Governor Uikey also dis-

cussed relaxing the rules for
starting courses in universi-
ties in the interest of stu-
dents in view of the increas-
ing interest of students in
the fields of paramedical
and agriculture. She em-
phasized introduction of
agriculture courses.

She said that
Chhattisgarh being an agri-
cultural state and being geo-
graphically forested and re-
mote area, there is also a
need to expand health facili-
ties. In such a situation,
starting these two courses
will directly benefit the
youth of the state and they
will be able to benefit the
people by choosing it as a
career option.

Man, daughter killed in road accident
RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2266:: A man and his
daughter were killed in a road
accident on a randomly made six
lane in Sankra on Raipur-Bilaspur
National Highway. After hitting
them, an unknown truck dragged
them to a long distance. 

According to TI Shivendra
Singh Rajput, a man and his
daughter of village Sukhari police
station Ranchirai of Balod district
have died in this road accident. 

The man and his daughter

were on a bike towards Bilaspur.
His daughter had to attend an
interview in Rawatpura
Government College in Bilaspur.
Nidham Singh’s father Devdas
Kurre, aged 55, was riding the
bike, while his daughter Kumari
Vidya Kurre, aged 23, was sitting
on the pillion seat. Their bike was
hit by an unknown truck coming
from behind after they crossed
the Tatibandh over bridge con-
necting six-lane.

SLBC, Financial Inclusion 
Sub-committee meeting organised 

Raipur, Aug 26: A meet-
ing of the State Level
Bankers Committee,
Financial Inclusion, sub-
committee, was organized
in association with Bank
of Baroda (BoB), under
the chairmanship of
Director, Institutional
Finance, Sheetal
Shashwat Verma on
Thursday. In this meeting,
all the bank-heads were di-
rected by the Chairman to
open branches for the ex-
pansion of banking
branches in remote areas
of Chhattisgarh.

Along with this, instruc-
tions were given to benefit
the Jan Dhan account
holders from social securi-
ty services like Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana
and Atal Pension Yojana

and the progress of banks
in the field of financial in-
clusion was reviewed.
Reserve Bank of India  in-
structed to review the
business representatives
at regular intervals and to
activate all the business
representatives.

On behalf of Bank of
Baroda, Network Deputy
General Manager,
Chhattisgarh, Anmay
Mishra, requested to fol-
low the instructions given
by the Chairman and de-
tailed information was
given about financial in-
clusion. A special call was
made to extend the bene-
fits of the facilities to the
people deprived of bank-
ing services. SLBC, Head,

Mr D.K. Upadhyay asked
all the banks to take
prompt action at the allot-
ted space for banking ex-
pansion.

Heads/representatives
of all banks of
Chhattisgarh state, repre-
sentatives of NABARD
and government depart-
ments were present in this
program. The program
was conducted by  Arvind
Verma, Senior Manager,
Bank of Baroda, Raipur.
Mr. Amit Ranjan, Mr.
Nishant Dwivedi, Mr.
Baljit Singh and Mr.
Prasannajit Mukherjee
from Bank of Baroda  ex-
tended their cooperation
to make the program suc-
cessful.

HNLU career development
conclave- 2022 today

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  2266::  The HNLU Career
Development Conclave 2022 is
set to organise its seventh panel
discussion on the theme “A Leap
to Entrepreneurship/Start-Ups”
on 27th of August, 2022.In this
session, the welcome remarks
will be given by the Dr. Y.
Paparao, Associate Professor,
HNLU, Raipur followed by open-
ing remarks by Prof. (Dr.) Uday
Shankar, Registrar & Professor,
HNLU, Raipur. 

The opening session shall be

followed by a panel discussion
and hosting of the esteemed
panel consisting of Mr. Shashank
Bijapur, Co-Founder & CEO
SpotDraft, Ms. Madhumita
Agrawal, Co-Founder & CEO
Oben EV, Mr. Tanuj Kalia,
Founding CEO, Lawctopus and
Ms. Smita Chandra Founder and
Partner, Taru Legal. Mr.
Shashank and Ms. Smita are also
alumni of HNLU from the under
graduate batches of 2008 and
2013 respectively.

Ch’garh conferred with Outlook
Traveler Awards-2022

Raipur, Aug 26: In the se-
ries of awards given by
Outlook Group in various
categories, this time Bastar
in Chhattisgarh has been
awarded as ‘Best of Beat
Destination’ with a Special
Jury Award in the Outlook
Travelers Award-2022 cate-
gory. The award ceremony
was held on  August 24 in
New Delhi. The award was
presented by the Secretary,
Tourism and Culture
Department in a ceremony
held in the chief hospitality
of Union Tourism and
Culture Minister, Mr.
Kishan Reddy and on  behalf

of Chhattisgarh, Secretary,
Department of Tourism and
Culture Mr Anbalagan P. re-
ceived the award. It is note-
worthy that this year is the
19th year of the awards. At
the same time, the theme of
this year’s Outlook Group
summit is “The Third Age
of Travel”. These awards
were decided on the basis of
a travel survey being con-
ducted by a research agency
and then the feedback was
scrutinized by the jury
members.

Book ‘Modi@20’ should be read by one & all: Choudhary

Raipur, Aug 26: BJP State
Secretary OP Choudhary
said that the book based
on PM Narendra Modi i:e
‘Modi@20’ should not only
be read by all BJP leaders
and workers but also those
associated with Congress.
He said that there is need
to read this book without
any political prejudices
rising above party line. A
seminar on the book
‘Modi@20’ is being organ-
ised on Aug 27 at Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyay audi-
torium from 3:30 pm and
in this the keynote speak-
er will be the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Addressing a press con-
ference at BJP’s Ekatma
Parisar, OP Choudhary
said that the journey of
PM Narendra Modi from

becoming CM of Gujarat
and as the Prime Minister
has been a long journey
and this political journey
has become the world
record. Earlier this record
was in the name of former
US President Bill Clinton.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is the only world
leader on the journey  as
CM to the country’s Prime
Minister, he added.

Speaking further OP
Choudhary informed that
there have been many re-
forms in the field of eco-
nomics, banking and other
fields after Modi becoming
as the India’s PM. The mo-
bile technology has moved
ahead in revolutionary
manner. Citing about the
books, Choudhary in-
formed that there are 21
chapters in the book

‘Modi@20’ and it has
been written by experts
from different fields. In
this book where one will
get to read in the preface
about the well-known
singer Lata Mangeskar,
on the other, one get to
read subjects by Sadguru
Jaggi Vasudev, Ajit
Dobhal, Anupem Kher,
Nandan Nilekani, Sudha
Murty and others well-

known personalities.
OP Choudhary further

said that if any leader
stays in top post for long,
generally there is anti-in-
cumbency which takes
over. But this has not
happened with Narendra
Modi. He got major suc-
cess in 2014 polls and in
2019 as well. PM Modi
freed this nation from the
political of coalition.
Since Amit Shah has
closely seen this journey
of PM Narendra Modi
closely, therefore he is the
keynote speaker in this
seminar. This type of
seminar is being organ-
ised all over the country.
This book should be read
by all party leaders of
BJP, including Congress
and all the professional
including doctors, jour-
nalists and others. In this
conference Deepak
Mahaske, Shatabdi
Pandey, Nalnesh
Thokane and Anurag
Agrawal were also pres-
ent.

Azad’s departure is no loss
to Congress: Baghel

Raipur, Aug 26: Speaking
to media persons CM
Bhupesh Baghel com-
menting upon resignation
by senior Congress leader
Gulam Nabi Azad charged
that staying in Congress
he tried to cause damage
to the party. Congress gave
him all those responsibili-
ties which should be given
and still he tried to find
out the shortcomings.
There would not be any
loss to  the party on his
leaving Congress, CM
added.

Bhupesh Baghel coming
down heavily against the
BJP said that everybody
knows about its history
and as to which party
Nathuram Godse was as-

sociated with. How the
Jheeram Ghati massacre
took place is also known to
all, he said, adding that
about the BJYM’s protest
the protestors deliberately
tried to provoke the police
and were indulging in
scuffle and scolding the po-
lice jawans. They wanted
use of lathi-charge upon

them and wanted the po-
lice to release water can-
non and tear gas and after
which they all would have
gone for Chhattisgarh
bandh. But the state police
acted with lot of patience
and caution and did not re-
taliated any of their moves
and this literally left BJP
without any cause to
blame the government.

Azad should have put
his views on party’s
forum: Singh Deo

Commenting about res-
ignation by Gulam Nabi
Azad from Congress, state
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo said that it is his per-
sonal decision and proba-
bly he is now feeling that
he does not owns any place

to work in the Congress.
Singh Deo said that there
can be differences of opin-
ion on issue, but every-
body has some or the other
expectations and to which
all have, including me and
if they are not fulfilled
then expressing it on pub-
lic platform becomes out
of the discipline. Singh
Deo said that Azad has
been putting forth many of
the inside talks of the
party on public platform
and the party did not took
any action against him re-
specting his stature and
position. Singh Deo said
that it would have been
better if Azad would have
put forth his views on
party’s forum.

‘TOYS ON DEMAND’

The toys in the form of ‘bulluck-carts’ and bulls are in display for the rituals and games organised on occasion of
‘Pola’ here on Friday.

Three IAS offices
empanelled as
Jt. Secy by GoI

Raipur, Aug 26:
Three IAS officers
from Chhattisgarh
have been empanelled
as Joint Secretary by
the Government of
India (GoI). This in-
clude IAS officers
Ankit Anand, S.
Bhartidasan and
Allex Paul Menon.
DOPT has empanelled
55 IAS officers of 2006
as the Joint Secretary.

It is notable here
that Ankit Anand is
working as Chairman
Chhattisgarh State
Power Company and
also as Secretary in
the Energy depart-
ment and as Secretary
in CM Secretariat as
well. S Bhartidasan is
posted as Secretary in
CM Secretariat and
Allex Paul Menon is
on inter-state deputa-
tion and posted in
Chennai.

Seminar on this
book at Deendayal
Upadhyay auditori-
um today; HM to be
keynote speaker

Chhattisgarh’s Bastar
adjudged ‘Best of
Beat Destination’

Secretary,
Department of
Tourism and Culture,
Mr. Anbalagan P.
received the award

In association 
with BoB

Governor to Vice
Chancellors

Raipur, Aug 26: The police
nabbed red-handed a youth
trying to break the ATM
and conducting theft. The
accused arrested is Anshu

alias Anshul Dubey and the
case is that of Tikrapara
Thana.

As per information in
this regard, on intervening
night of Aug 25-26, the
Tikrapara Police was on
night patrolling in the
thana area and they got an

information that some un-
known person has entered
inside the ATM booth of
Indus Ind Bank near Moti
Nagar Petrol Pump and is
trying to damage the ATM
machine.

On this the police imme-
diately reached the site and
found that ATM has been
damaged and there is no
one present there. The
team filed case against un-
known and later came to
know that he was hiding
sitting in a bush nearby.
When the police asked he
disclosed his name as
Anshu and accepted that he
had broken the ATM ma-
chine and a knife was also
seized from his possession.

Raipur, Aug 26: Thieves
strike rich by breaking
open the lock of an aban-
doned house in
Mathpurena area of capi-
tal city and ran away
with cash and jwelleries
worth Rs 5.30 lakh. A
complaint in this regard
has been filed with the
police and matter is
under investigation.

As per reports in this
regard, the complainant
Savita Mishra informed
that the thieves breaking
the lock of abandoned
house in Durga Chowk in
Mathpurena area have
taken away gold jew-
elleries and cash. It was

at 9:00 in the morning,
her son Ayush Mishra
left out for some work, by
locking the front gate
and giving keys to her.
Returning half-an-hour
later, her son Ayush came
back and went inside
from the shop area and
found the lock on the
main gate broken and
fallen below. Entering in-
side the house he found
all the goods lying in scat-
tered condition and the
Almirah door open and
cash and jewelleries
worth Rs 5.30 lakh stolen.

The police has filed a
report and taken the mat-
ter under investigation.

Thieves run away with cash,
jewelleries worth Rs 5.30 lakh
From an abandoned house in Mathpurena

Youth trying to damage
ATM machine arrested

p With police getting
timely information
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BULL FIGHT

Two bulls are fighting in the middle of the road and this led to traffic jam on the road here on Friday afternoon

BALCO helping local communities
with water infrastructure

Balconagar, Aug 26:
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and a
subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium, is helping
local communities get sus-
tainable access to quality
water by constructing and
rejuvenating farm ponds,
community ponds and
farm bunds. Availability of
water is a prerequisite for
ensuring unhindered agri-
cultural operations, meet-
ing the needs of the nearby
communities and main-
taining the ecological bal-
ance of the surrounding
ecosystem. To aid local
communities with their
drinking water and irriga-
tion needs, BALCO has con-
structed a total of 108 water
infrastructures (19 farm
ponds, 2 community ponds,
81 farm bunds, 6 dug wells)
in FY23 with a total storage
capacity of approximately
21 million litres. Since in-
ception, the company has
developed more than 150
check dams, farm ponds,
community ponds etc. in
the region, with cumula-
tive storage capacity of 85
million litres.

These water infrastruc-

tures are benefitting over
200 farmers of neighbour-
ing villages by enabling
them to harvest more than
one crop in a year due to in-
creased availability of
water. Apart from helping
the local community, the
water structures have also
contributed towards in-
creasing soil moisture con-
tent and maintaining
groundwater levels, thus
positively impacting the
agricultural ecosystem in
the region.

Speaking about the im-
portance of the initiative,
Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said,
“Water is a critical shared
resource, highly intercon-
nected with our land, cli-
mate, ecosystems, as well
as society, culture, and the

economy. And hence, at
BALCO we focus on effec-
tive management of this re-
source, for improving the
livelihoods of the local
communities and main-
taining the natural ecosys-
tem of the region.
Committed to our mission
of excellence in environ-
ment management, we, at
BALCO, are dedicated to-
wards transforming the so-
cieties and environment for
good.”

Ashok Manjhwar, a
farmer of Karumouha vil-
lage, said, “The water infra-
structures built by BALCO
have proved to be of im-
mense help to me and my
community members. With
the increased availability of
water, we are now able to
follow a multiple cropping

system, which has im-
proved our yield and en-
hanced our household in-
comes.”

Dr. S Shrivastava,
Regional Manager of
Action for Food Production
(AFPRO) Raipur, added,
“AFPRO has been BALCO’s
partner in effective man-
agement of natural re-
sources and its allied sector
interventions for socio-eco-
nomic development of the
farming community and
sustainable environmental
management. AFPRO is
grateful to BALCO for this
partnership, which con-
verted a visionary thought
process and environmental
consciousness into actions
that uplift the society and
positively impact our envi-
ronment.”

Lecture by Prof.(Dr.) Philippe Cullet today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 26: The
HNLU Exchange
Academy (HEXA) is  con-
ceptualized with an aim
to build partnership with
Universities/Institutions
/ organisations within
India and internationally
for academic collabora-
tion of teaching, re-
search and advocacy. The
Academy will facilitate
exchange programmes
for faculty, students and
research scholars on
areas of mutual interest
and strengths.

HEXA will strengthen
National and
International coopera-
tion for better under-
standing of legal and re-
lated interface of public
policy. The Academy is in
the process of identifying
partnerships and aims

for a vibrant exchange of
ideas.

HEXA International
Talk Series is designed to
invite scholars and pub-
lic policy workers to de-
liver lectures and inter-
act in offline/online
mode every month. Prof.
V. C. Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor of HNLU said
, “The launch of HEXA
and the International
Talk Series  as a segment
of the Academy will give
a platform for Indian and
International under-
standing of Global is-
sues”

The inagural lecture in
the Talk series will be de-
livered by Prof.(Dr.)
Philippe Cullet, School of
Law, University of
London on ‘Why
Sustainability matters
for our better future’ on

Aug 27 between 11-12 pm.
Dr Philippe Cullet is
Professor of internation-
al and environmental law
at the School of Oriental
and African Studies
(SOAS) London. He is
also a Senior Visiting
Fellow at the Centre for
Policy Research in New
Delhi. In 2015-2017, he
was a member of the
committee of the
Government of India’s
Ministry of Water
Resources, River
Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation drafting
the Draft National Water
Framework Bill, 2016
and the Groundwater
( S u s t a i n a b l e
Management) Bill, 2017
He is currently working
on septage management,
water ATMs and farm-
ers’ rights.

Go Green Club conducts Plantation drive
Raipur, Aug 26: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Go Green Club in
collaboration with
Horticulture Committee
conducted a plantation
drive as a part of ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ starting
from 15th August to 22nd
August, 2022 at Engine
Garden, NIT Raipur. Dr.
A.M. Rawani, Director,
NIT Raipur inaugurated
the drive by planting the
first sapling. The planta-
tion drive was organized
under the guidance of Dr.
D.C. Jhariya, Professor In-

Charge, Go Green Club,
Dr. S. Bhowmick,
Chairman, Horticulture
Committee, and efficiently
coordinated by the student
coordinators of Go Green
Club.

A highly enthralling
and overwhelming partici-
pation was witnessed in
the drive. Various types of
medicinal plants, fruit
seedlings, flowering plants
and oxygen plants were
planted. The Forest
Department donated a
whopping 2000 plants of
fruit, medicine and oxy-

gen. Upendra Chaurasiya,
PhD scholar at NIT Raipur
donated 20 plants.
Narendar Singh Saini and
Kunjan Thadani from
Innodeed Systems Pvt Ltd.
donated around 200 plants
each. Dr. DC Jhariya,
Department of Applied
Geology, NIT Raipur do-
nated around 50 plants and
Dr. Mridu Sahu,
Department of
Information Technology
donated 100 plants. Apart
from these, students from
Go Green Club also donat-
ed 50 plants altogether.

Raj Rish Nanda gets ticket to ISRO
Raipur, Aug 26: Working as-
siduously to succeed in the
NAC-2022 (National
Astronomy Challenge), DPS,
Raipur’s student, Raj Rishi
Nanda achieved an over-
whelming percentile in the
NAC exam that was conduct-
ed all over India on 22nd
January 2022. He has bagged
the NAC’s championship tro-
phy which has rewarded him
a sponsorship for felicitation
at Thiruvananthapuram
with a visit to Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre ISRO.
He is the only student from
Chhattisgarh to have
achieved this feat. The event
was worth the wait and gave
him an opportunity to inter-
act with the eminent scien-
tists of ISRO. The National
Champ was felicitated dur-
ing the Gala Award
Ceremony on 16th August.
The Chief Guest of the occa-
sion was Dr K Rajeev,
Director Space Physics Lab,
VSSC, ISRO. The other emi-

nent guest of honour was Dr
Anand Narayan, Professor of
Astronomy, Indian Institute
of Space Technology. Dr Mila
Mitra, Co-founder of Stem
and Space and, Ms Kim,
Global Associate of Stem and
Space.

Designed with precision
and innovative strategies by
experts, the preparatory con-
tent of NAC resonates with
every grade and prepares one
for the exam and beyond.
This is the reason why DPS
supports these platforms and
motivates its students to at-
tempt these exams. Raj feels

more inclined towards astro-
physics after his visit to ISRO.

Another feat accomplished
by Raj is his ascendency in
the school’s legacy by grab-
bing SOF Academic
Excellence Scholarship
Award, which made
Principal, Raghunath
Mukherjee say, “Efforts such
as Raj’s is likely to achieve a
golden ball and a conducive
spirit into accessing world
class content in astronomy.”

Complimenting Raj, Pro
Vice Chairman, Mr. Baldeo
Singh Bhatia and senior man-
agement members Mr. Vijay
Shah and Mr. Pukhraj Jain of
the school committee also
commented, “Nurturing aspi-
rants and enthusiasts who de-
sire to establish their careers
in Astronomy and Space
shall get a positive boost
through this stalwart’s exem-
plary success. We hope this
learning exposure gives him
a dynamic content and
awareness.”

Constitution of the Proctorial Board in CU revised
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Aug 26: In
order to maintain disci-
pline in Guru Ghasidas
Central University, the fol-
lowing Proctorial Board
has been constituted, till
further orders, in place of

the previously constituted
Proctorial Board and the
names are as follows: Dr.
Gauri Tripathi - School of
Arts; Bhushan Singh
Gautam - School of
Engineering and
Technology; Dr. Sagar
Jaiswal - School of Law; Dr.

Monika Bhadauria - School
of Life Sciences; Dr. Kumar
Aditya - School of
Management and
Commerce; Dr. Dhananjay
Gopal - School of
Mathematical and
Computer Sciences; Dr.
Sunil Kumar Jain - School

of Natural Resources; Dr.
Ashish Kumar Singh -
School of Physical
Sciences; Dr. Rambabu -
School of Social Sciences;
Omprakash Gange - School
of Education; Alka Ekka -
School of Interdisciplinary
Education and Research.

Expresses gratitude towards Govt for assistance

Raipur, Aug 26: President
and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Christel
House International Bart
Peterson on Friday said
that Christel House model
should be encouraged
across the world in order to
provide quality education
to children from under-
privileged communities.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Hotel Babylon
Capital here, Bart
Peterson, who was on a
three-day visit to
Chhattisgarh, said that the
need of the Christel model
is very high and it needs to
encouraged at different 
levels.

He added, there is one
limitation in the Christel

House model that it cannot
be run in remote rural
areas because quality
teachers could not ac-
cessed there. This concept
requires the availability of
quality teachers and basic
facilities to successfully
run the model.

To a question on the se-
lection criteria of students
for the school, Mathew
replied that they pass
through a rigorous selec-
tion process of 6-7 months
and finally arrive at a con-
clusion to select the stu-
dent. The selection is based

on poverty but several
other factors like socio-eco-
nomic status of the family
is also taken into consider-
ation. It was informed that
Christel House Naya
Raipur after completing
seven years is taking
strides for increasing class-
es from VII to XII and nec-
essary infrastructure has
been made available by the
state government. CFO of
Christel House
International Mr Joe and
Christel House India CEO
Mathew were also present
at the press conference.

Ten BJP MLAs don’t want
their party’s return to

power in state: Upadhyay 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 26: Ten
Bharatiya Janata Party
MLAs are the political al-
lies of Congress and they
do not want formation of
BJP government, claimed
Parliamentary Affairs
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay.
According to him recent
agitation by BJP against
the Congress government
in Chhattisgarh after four
and a half years was con-
ducted of frustration.
According to him
Chhattisgarh is the only
state in the country which
the BJP government at the
Center could not scare
through ED and IT.

After recent demonstra-
tion by Bharatiya Janata
Party, Upadhyay made sev-
eral sensational allega-
tions against it, saying
that BJP cannot succeed
in Chhattisgarh now be-

cause ten of its MLAs do
not want it to return to
power. ‘Ten out of 14 BJP
MLAs are so close political
allies of the Congress and
they do not want BJP win
the upcoming assembly
elections. This is evident
from the fact that they re-
mained silent for four and
a half years.

But the BJP government
at the Center wants to
make a comeback in 2024,
so in order to challenge the
Congress leadership of
Chhattisgarh, a new exper-
iment was being done with
the change in the double
engine, in which the State
President and Leader of

Opposition were changed,
Upadhyay said and added
that new state president
and opposition leader too
would fail.

Attacking BJP for its re-
cent agitation on the issue
of unemployment he said
that it should consider its
own failure on the issue.
Central Government has
told the Parliament that in
these eight years between
April 2014 and March 2022,
about 22 crore people ap-
plied for regular jobs in
various departments of the
Central Government, out
of which only 7.22 lakh
people got jobs. In simple
words, only 0.32 percent of
the people who applied for
the job could get the job.

This is a tip of iceberg,
he said. Given the govern-
ment figure on unemploy-
ment the employment sce-
nario in entire country
during the last eight years
deteriorated for the first
time in the history of the
country.

According to CMIE,
about 12 crore people lost
their jobs in the first wave

of Covid-19, while in 2021,
due to the second wave, one
crore people had to leave
their jobs.

Problem of unemploy-
ment cropping up due to in-
flation and economic crisis
in the country is a major
issue and therefore BJP
leaders are not in a posi-
tion to say on it, Upadhyay
said, adding that BJP is
trying to topple and desta-
bilize the elected govern-
ments under a conspiracy
through ED, IT and CBI. Be
it Bihar, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh, undemocratic
powers are being used every-
where, he said. Moreover at-
tempts are being made to
crush those within BJP who
tell the truth, he said, adding
that this dictatorship of
Modi-Shah has now reached
a worse position than the
British who ruled India for
200 years. This will lead to a
serious consequence for the
country in the future and
once again the common peo-
ple will take to the roads for
independent Swaraj, he
added.

Claims they are
political allies of
Congress

Expresses gratitude
towards Govt for
assistance

Bart Peterson during his visit, interacted with stu-
dents and teachers of the school.

A mesmerizing cultural programme was presented
by the students of the school. A short play ‘Eklavya’
was enacted by the students.

Speaking on the occasion, Bart Peterson said that
the Christel House is a place of magic and everybody
goes above and beyond. Christel House makes good
environment for teachers and students to blossom
and achieve their full potential, he added. He was de-
lighted to see the school premises clean and safe. Bart
also applauded the performance of the students.

Head Programs of Christel House International
Catlin Teague, Senior Vice President (Global
Academics), Morty Ballen, CFO of Christel House
International Mr Joe, Christel House India CEO
Mathew, Principal of Christel House India Atal
Nagar Vandana Yadav, Head of Finance and
Administration, Ranjeet Jha, teachers and students
were present. The parents of the students also per-
formed Suva dance to entertain the students and the
teachers.

Bart Peterson visits Christel
House, Nava Raipur school

From School of Law,
University of
London, under
HEXA Int’nl lecture
series

150 water infra-
structures dedicated
to community since
inception



Traffic awareness workshop held

Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  AAuugg  2266::  As per instruc-
tions by SP Prashant Thakur and
under guidance of Addl. SP Megha
Tembhurkar Sahu, and under direc-
tion of DSP (Traffic) Manishankar
Chandra, reserved Inspector K Dev
Raju and team organised traffic
awareness programme. In this con-
text, Traffic awareness programme
was organised at local Government
Nathuji Jagtap Nagar Palika Nigam
HS School, Dhamtari on Aug 23. 

In this Traffic in-charge gave in-
formation about traffic rules and
regulations to all the students and
also about road sign board. He in-
formed all that at the traffic signal,
when there is red-signal, they all
should stop before the zebra cross-
ing stop-line and it is only on green
signal that they can cross the line. If
they are standing before the stop-
line at the yellow signal, then they
should continue to stand there till it
becomes green.  

The students were informed about
Zebra crossing and informed that it is
meant for the pedestrians crossing the
signal, when it is red and therefore all
should stop before the stop-line at the
Zebra crossing at the signals. Further
the students were informed that they
should walk on the left side of the road
and preferably on the foot-path is avail-
able. The students were asked not to
overtake the vehicle at narrow lane or
in the blind turns and always use seat
belts while driving four-wheeler and
use helmet in the two-wheeler. 

Do not drive any vehicle without
valid documents and licence. The stu-
dents were informed that one should
study the subject of their choice with
interest and with some future plan-
ning and goal in their mind and dur-
ing student life they were given infor-
mation about moral education. In the
above traffic workshop, around 300
students of Govt Nathuji Jagtap
Nagar Nigam HS School were present
along with Principal Ashok Pawar and
teachers, traffic in-charge K. Dev
Raju and others.

Krishna Kunj inaugurated in three acres land
Central Chronicle News

Churikala, Aug 26: On
the occasion of Krishna
Janmashtami, the ambi-
tious scheme launched by
the state's chief Bhupesh
Baghel, Krishna Kunj is
being built by the Forest
Department with an
amount of 43 lakh 65 thou-
sand on about three acres
of land near Bhelwa Dabra
reservoir of Nagar
Panchayat Chhurikala.

It was inaugurated by
City President Mrs.
Neelam Ashok Devangan,
Forest Divisional Officer
Katghora Premlata Yadav,
Principal Forest
Conservator Rajesh
Chandel, Councilor Rakesh
Pratap Singh, Sheshban
Goswami, Usha Jaiswal,
Lata Balgovind Devangan,
Sankutala Gaud, Ashok
Devangan, MLA
Representative, Alderman
Vinay Dubey, and others.

On the occasion of
Krishna Kunj launch, City
President Neelam
Devangan planted Guava,

Amla, and Premlata Yadav
Forest Divisional Officer
Katghora planted Banyan,
Neem, Peepal saplings and
Ashok Devangan MLA
Representative planted
Almond, Kadam, saplings.

On this occasion, Forest
Divisional Officer Premlata
Yadav told that under the
scheme of the government,
Krishna Kunj is being
made by the Forest
Department on three acres
of land with an amount of

43 lakh 65 thousand in the
Nagar Panchayat
Chhurikala, in which
about one thousand
saplings have been planted,
which will make it fruitful,
flowery.

Medicinal plants of vari-
ous species have been
planted including shaded
plants, and the planted
saplings will be looked
after in the custody of the
Forest Department for five
years.

The Commandant of
CSIF, present on this occa-
sion, announced to provide
boats for boating in the
reservoir built in Kahan
Nagar,so that the people
coming to the picnic spot
Jhora can enjoy boating.
During the inauguration of
Krishna Kunj, a large num-
ber of citizens were present
in addition to the
Panchayat Officers, Staff
Councilors, and
Aldermen's.

Rajiv Gandhi 
remembered by RYMC

Central Chronicle News

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  AAuugg  2266::  Late Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi was paid
rich tributes on his birth anniver-
sary in Nagar Panchayat
Fingeshwar, by Rajiv Yuva
Mitaan Club (RYMC).The late
leader's portrait was garlanded
and slogans were raised in hon-
our to the late Premier by the
club members and citizens.
Addresing the gathering
President of the club said that

we as a nation were fortunate to
be led by the leadership of Late
Rajiv Gandhi and under him
India took giant strides of devel-
opment. The meet was also ad-
dressed by other Congress
workers who hailed the PM for
Panchayat System and electoral
rights to youths. Present were
Bahadur Singh, Yuvraj Sinha,
Anil Chandrakar, Manoj
Sonwani, Mini Chandrakar,
Manulal Nishad, Harishankar
SHrivastav and many others.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Aug 26: As per the
instructions of All India
Congress Committee, State
Congress Committee and
District Congress
Committee, in the Haat
Bazar of village
Champaran, a Choupal was
organized against the ris-
ing inflation in the country
and the state, in which
pamphlets were distributed
and slogans were raised.

Expressing anger
against the Modi govern-
ment at the Center, various
speakers, said that before
the elections, the BJP had
promised to reduce infla-
tion, which has now be-
come a mere promise.
Mainly in the program
Girdhari Sahu President

Block Congress Committee
Navapara Rural, Ashutosh
Tiwari General Secretary
District Congress
Committee Raipur Rural,
Daman Sahu Vice
President District
Congress Committee
Raipur Rural, Chandrahas
Sahu President Sahu
Samaj Circle Champaran
Mandalore, Gopesh

Dhruva President Mandi
Board Navapara, Sohan
Devangan General
Secretary, Mohan
Devangan Secretary,
Harish Sahu General
Secretary, Bablu Vaishnav
Secretary, Girwar Ratreya
Sarpanch Paragaon, Satish
Dhruva Sarpanch, Santosh
Devangan and many others
were present.

Meeting of local members
held for Rajim Punni Mela

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Aug 26: As per in-
structions by the Minister
for Home, PWD, Religious
Trust and Tourism
Tamradhwaj Sahu, a meet-
ing of local members of
Rajim Maghi Punni Mela
was held here on
Thursday.

In the beginning, the of-
ficials present gave infor-
mation about the new fair
venue and in this informa-

tion was given about link-
ing the old mela venue
with the new mela venue
was given along with pro-
posed amenities for citi-
zens.

MLA Amitesh Shukla
on this occasion gave in-
structions to ensure that
devotees do not face any
problems and ensure that
all facilities are available
at the nen Mela venue and
the work of land acquisi-
tion for road be compelet-

ed on time.
MLA Abhanpur

Dhanendra Sahu in the
meeting gave instructions
to provide all basic ameni-
ties like electricitiy, water,
road and others to citizens
at the new Mela venue.

Meeting was attended
by Nagar Panchayat
President Rekha Raju
Sonkar, Janpad Panchayat
President Pushpa Sahu,
Janpad Panchyat
President Magarlod Jyoti

Diwakar Thakur, Nagar
Palika President
Navapara- Dhanraj
Madhyani, ex-MP
Chandulal Sahu, MP's rep-
Rikesh Sahu, members of
Kendriya Rajim Mela
Samiti and Collector
Prabhat Malick, SP JR
Thakur, Upper Collector
JR Chourasia, SDM
(Revenue) Rajim Avinash
Bhoi, KLK Sahu from elec-
tricity board and AK
Singh SDO from PWD.

SS Chandrakar attends
CM's birthday prog

Central Chronicle News

MMuunnggeellii,,  AAuugg  2266::  District
Panchayat President Lekni Sonu
Chandrakar, Former District
Panchayat Vice President
Shatruhan Sonu Chandrakar
went to the Chief Minister's resi-
dence and congratulated him on
his birthday celebration. District
Panchayat President Likni Sonu
Chandrakar and Chhaya MLA
Lormi Shatruhan Sonu
Chandrakar said that every sec-
tion is getting the benefit of the
welfare schemes being run by
the head of the state. 

The economic condition of
the farmers has been strength-
ened by the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana. With the opening
of Atmanand English Medium
School in the state, poor people
are getting free education like
good English schools,due to
which people's trust in Bhupesh
government has increased. Due
to the Godhan Nyay scheme in
the village, the people of the vil-
lage are getting employment,

she stated.  It needs to be noted
that the birthday of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel was
celebrated by District Panchayat
Vice President Sanjit Banerjee
and Youth Congress Kaleshwar
Garg in village Pandarbhatta.  In
the program, shawls and quince
were distributed to the farmers

by cutting cakes along with the
farmers. In the program, the
general public was also in-
formed about the schemes
being run by the government.
Present in the program were
Block President Lokram Sahu,
Tameshwar Rajput, Circle
President Lodhi Samaj

Tameshwar Chandrakar,
Sarpanch Kohdia Makhan Singh,
Krishna Yadav, Deputy Sarpanch
Sundar Lal Verma, Rajesh Sahu,
Engine Singh Garg, Karthik Ram
Rajput, Ramesh Sahu, Mukesh
Rajput, Madhusudan Sahu, Ved
Singh Rajput party workers and 
villagers.
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Chaupal conducted against rising inflation

Kabaddi 
on ‘Pola’ 

in Achouli
on 27th

Dongargarh, Aug
26: Like every year,
this year also 'Pola'
festival will be ob-
served in Gram
Achouli. With assis-
tance from 'Jai Anjani
Putra Sanghatan' and
villagers, one-day
rural-level 'Kabaddi'
competition will be
organised on Aug 27
at Gokul Maidan in
Old Achouli at 3:00
pm.

In this the first
prize is that of Rs
7001; second of Rs
5001 and third of Rs
4001; fourth of Rs
3001; fifth of Rs 2001
and sixth of Rs 1501
and seventh of Rs 1001
and 8th of Rs 701.
Interested players can
contact the organis-
ing committee for par-
ticipation.

In Govt Nathuji Jagtap HS School
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VINTAGE STEAMROLLER

Visitors click a photograph with vintage steamroller, manufactured by John Fowler and Co, England, on the prem-

ises of city museum, in Patna, Friday.

WEAPON EXHIBITION

A security personnel gives school students information about a weapon during an
exhibition in Kolkata, Friday.

Terrorism rearing its head again in
Punjab under AAP rule: Congress

Ahmedabad, Aug 26 (PTI) 

Terrorism is rearing its
head again in Punjab after
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) came to power in
the northern state in
March, Gujarat Congress
in-charge Raghu Sharma
alleged on Friday.

Seeking to downplay the
AAP’s entry is Gujarat,
where Assembly polls are
due by the year-end,
Sharma claimed the real
fight will be between his
party and the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) as the Arvind
Kejriwal-led outfit does not
have any mass base in the
western state.

“They (AAP) now want
to do politics in Gujarat,
the land of Mahatma
Gandhi. This is the same

party which had removed
Gandhiji’s photos from of-
fices after forming govern-
ment in Punjab. People are
also raising questions over
some of the activities of
the AAP,” he said at a press
conference here.

“They formed govern-
ment in Punjab by making
attractive promises. But,
their government is failing
in handling the situation
in the state. Terrorism is
also rearing its head in
Punjab under the AAP
government. They only
know how to manage
things, but the ground re-
ality is different,” claimed
the Rajasthan MLA.

The AAP ousted the
Congress from power in
Punjab and formed its gov-
ernment for the first time
in the state under

Bhagwant Mann after
recording a landslide vic-
tory in the Assembly polls
earlier this year.

Sharma termed the AAP
as a “B team of the BJP”
and claimed competition
from the Kejriwal-led out-
fit was not an issue for the
Congress during the up-
coming polls in Gujarat.
“The fight (in Gujarat) will
be between the Congress
and the BJP. The AAP is
not in the race here be-
cause they don’t have any
mass base in the state,”
said the former Rajasthan
cabinet minister. To cor-
ner the BJP government in
the state over the issues of
price rise and unemploy-
ment, Sharma announced
a symbolic “Gujarat
bandh” between 8 am and
12 pm on September 10.

Police stops Mirwaiz Umar Farooq from 
leaving residence to offer Friday prayers
Srinagar, Aug 26 (PTI) 

Police on Friday stopped
Hurriyat Conference
chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq from leaving his
residence to offers prayers
at the historic Jamia
Masjid here, days after
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha said the
Kashmir’s chief priest
was not under house ar-
rest. As soon as the vehicle
of the Mirwaiz reached
the main gate of his resi-
dence, two police officers
stopped it and asked him
to return home.

“The Lt Governor has
announced that I am a free
man...I am going to Jamia
Masjid to discharge my re-
ligious duties as the
Mirwaiz. Why am I being

stopped?” he asked the po-
lice officers.

One of the officers re-
sponded that a security

review was going on due
to which he would not be
allowed to leave. The
Mirwaiz said his rights

as a citizen were being
snatched despite the
Lieutenant Governor
making a clear statement
that there are no curbs on
his movement.

Stepping out of the car,
the Mirwaiz tried to walk
out through the main
gate but he was stopped
by police personnel ac-
companying the two offi-
cers. “Please give me
something in writing
why I am being stopped.
The Union Home
Minister has said on the
floor of Parliament that
no one in Kashmir is
under house arrest. The
LG has made statements
to international media on
the same lines but you
are here to stop me,” he
said.

Shiv Sena, Maratha outfit Sambhaji
Brigade announce alliance

Mumbai, Aug 26 (PTI) 

Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray on
Friday announced an al-
liance with Sambhaji
Brigade, a prominent
Maratha organization.
The alliance was ideologi-
cal and forged to uphold
the Constitution and re-
gional pride, he said.

The development came
at a time when the
Thackeray-led Sena is
still recovering from the
impact of Eknath
Shinde’s rebellion and re-
sultant loss of power in
Maharashtra.

Announcing the new
tie-up at a press confer-
ence here, Thackeray also

took on his former ally,
the BJP, saying that
“some people” who think
that democracy means
finishing off regional
identity and regional par-
ties are speaking and be-
having in uncontrolled
manner.

Sambhaji Brigade had
hit national headlines in
2004 when its activists
were accused of ransack-
ing the Bhandarkar
Oriental Research
Institute in Pune as part
of protests against an ob-
jectionable passage in
James Laine’s biography
of King Shivaji. But the
accused in the case were
acquitted in 2017.

To a question about the

ideological dissonance
that might arise in the al-
liance, Thackeray asked
whether the BJP was
working according to the
ideals of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh.

Over the last two
months, he was being
contacted by parties
which are ideologically
closer to the Sena and
also those whose ideology
is diametrically opposite,
the former chief minister
said. But all these parties
think that they should
come together to save re-
gional pride and regional
parties, Thackeray added.

Talking about the ongo-
ing legal battle between
his faction and the rebel

Sena MLAs led by chief
minister Eknath Shinde
in the Supreme Court,
Thackeray said the out-
come will decide whether
there will be democracy
or autocracy in the coun-
try. He also announced
that he will be touring the
state around Dussehra
and is currently focusing
on building the party or-
ganisation. Manoj
Akhare, the chief of
Sambhaji Brigade, said
the organization formed
its political wing in 2016.

The Shiv Sena and
Sambhaji Brigade have
decided to form a coordi-
nation committee for
seamless functioning of
the alliance, he added.

Website launched for IIT-M aspirants
Chennai, Aug 26 (PTI) 

The alumni of the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT),
Madras, have launched
www.askiitm.com to
clear doubts of IIT aspi-
rants on a range of sub-
jects such as placement,
faculty, academics and
campus culture, the in-
stitute said on Friday.

Visitors can browse
the site and get informa-
tion on questions al-
ready posted on the site
or ask about their own.
The website is an alum-
ni-run initiative.

Calling upon JEE can-
didates to utilise the
website, professor V
Kamakoti, Director, IIT-
Madras, said though as-
pirants rely on social
media, there is so much
information that it is
confusing.

The need for a credi-
ble source of informa-
tion is very high. I am
thrilled that the passion-
ate alumni of this great
institute are providing
this via askiitm, he said.

The site allows any-
one to ask a question re-
lated to the institute,
which would be an-
swered within 48 hours
by a group of alumni
and student-volunteers
through email and/or
Whatsapp. The new
question would be avail-
able on the site for the
benefit of others.

Speaking about it, pro-
fessor Mahesh
Panchagnula, Dean
(Alumni and Corporate
Relations), IIT Madras,
said the alumni are best
placed to answer ques-
tions about IIT-Madras
since they have first-
hand experience of both

the institution as well as
placements after gradu-
ation. As part of the ini-
tiative, the IIT-Madras
Alumni Association is
hosting interaction
events in Chennai,
Hyderabad and
Vijayawada between
September 2 and 4.
Those appearing for
JEE can attend the
events and ask ques-
tions to the director and
the alumni present, a re-
lease said.

There are also virtual
tours of the campus and
departments on
September 10-11.
Further details on up-
coming event can be ac-
cessed on the site.

Amrit Vatsa, the cre-
ative director behind the
project, says, With aski-
itm, we hope to provide
credible answers from
an insider’s perspective.

Graft charge: Kumaraswamy urges contractors’
body to boycott govt tenders for 6 months

Mysuru, Aug 26 (PTI) 

Amid the 40 per cent com-
mission charge by the con-
tractors’ body in public
works, JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy on Friday
urged them to boycott gov-
ernment tenders for six
months, aimed at ending
corruption.

The former Chief
Minister alleged that both
the national parties —
Congress and BJP — have
been indulging in “percent-
age business” and use such
funds for elections and their
parties. “I request the office-
bearers of the contractors’
association to boycott gov-
ernment tenders for six
months...let’s see what hap-
pens. You should stop this

system (commission) and
should not be a part of it, as
it amounts to cheating peo-
ple of the State and destroy-
ing your own lives.
Contractors have to get
ready for this,”
Kumaraswamy said.

Speaking to reporters
here, he alleged that the na-
tional parties with such
“percentage business” fund
elections in the State and in
neighbouring ones send
“suitcases” through their
Delhi representatives like
general secretaries and in-
charges, whenever they
visit. He claimed that when
he was the Chief Minister,
the bill payments used to
happen directly to the ac-
count of contractors every
month, and had ensured

that his party’s Ministers
don’t get involved in the
“commission” business,
but the same cannot be said
about Ministers from his
former coalition partner-
Congress, as they did not
want him to interfere in
their departments.

The contractors’ associa-
tion on Wednesday re-
newed its 40 per cent com-
mission charge and said it
would continue its fight de-
manding an independent
judicial inquiry. An associ-
ation delegation, led by its
president D Kempanna,
met Congress leader and
Leader of Opposition in the
State Assembly
Siddaramaiah and later al-
leged that the whole system
was corrupt.

Another AQIS member with links 
to Ansarul Bangla arrested

Goalpara (Assam), Aug 26 (PTI) 

A member of the
banned Al-Qaeda in
Indian Subcontinent
(AQIS) with suspected
links to Ansarul Bangla
Team (ABT) was appre-
hended in Goalpara dis-
trict in Assam on Friday,
the second such arrest on

two consecutive days, po-
lice said.

This is also the fourth
arrest of members of the
AQIS, an affiliate of the in-
ternational terror outfit
Al-Qaeda, from the district
in a week, district superin-
tendent of police V V
Rakesh Reddy said.

The arrested person has

been identified as Hafizur
Rahman, a teacher of
Kabaitari Ma Arif
Madrasa in Bongaigaon
and a resident of
Goalpara. He was alleged-
ly involved in recruiting
youths to the AQIS from
the area and also had links
with members of ABT,
Reddy said.

Kerala HC orders to close down
illegal religious places, prayer halls

Kochi, Aug 26 (PTI) 

The Kerala High Court
on Friday directed the
State government to issue
necessary orders to close
down if any religious
place or prayer hall is
functioning without nec-
essary permission, ob-
serving that the people of
the southern State were
“exhausted with religious
places and prayer halls.”

The court directed the
government to issue a
separate circular/order
prohibiting change of cat-
egory of a building to a
religious place/prayer
hall except in inevitable
circumstances and in the
rarest of rare case, and
that also only after get-
ting a report from the po-
lice and the Intelligence
ascertaining the ground
realities of that particu-
lar place.

“The Chief Secretary of
State of Kerala and the
State Police Chief shall

issue necessary
orders/circulars direct-
ing all the officer con-
cerned to see that there is
no illegal functioning of
any religious places and
prayer halls without ob-
taining permission from
the competent authorities
as per the Manual of
Guidelines and if any
such religious place or
prayer hall is functioning
without necessary per-
mission, to take neces-
sary steps to close down
the same forthwith”,
Justice P V
Kunhikrishnan said in
the order. The court is-
sued the order while dis-
posing of a plea filed by a
Society called Noorul
Islam Samskarika
Sangam seeking to con-
vert a commercial build-
ing at Amarambalam
Grama Panchayat to a
Muslim place of worship
at a village near Nilambur
in Malappuram district.

It directed the State

chief secretary to issue
necessary orders/circu-
lars directing the compe-
tent authority as per the
Manual of Guidelines to
consider each application
to start religious places
and prayer halls strictly
and the approval can be
granted only in appropri-
ate cases.

In the order/circular, it
should be clearly men-
tioned that the distance to
the nearest similar reli-
gious place /prayer hall is
one of the criteria while
considering the applica-
tion for religious places
and prayer halls, it said.

“Because of the pecu-
liar geographical location
of Kerala, it is known as
‘God’s own country’. But
we are exhausted with re-
ligious places and prayer
halls and we are not in a
position to allow any new
religious places and
prayer halls except in the
rarest of rare cases,” the
High Court said.

The court observed that
the Society sought to
change the commercial
building into a Muslim
place of worship at a
place where there are
about 36 mosques within
5-km radius of this build-
ing and “then why anoth-
er prayer hall for the peti-
tioner is a million dollar
question.” The petitioner
moved the court after the
district authorities reject-
ed its demand.

“Even then the petition-
er wants another place of
worship for the reason
that ‘five times prayer’ is
necessary for a Muslim
and therefore, a prayer
hall is necessary within
the vicinity of every
Muslim. If this is allowed
then in every nook and
corner of the State, place
of worship and prayer
halls would be neces-
sary”, the court said
while doing a detailed
consideration of the 
matter.

BRIEF

HPPSC chairman 
Shimla: IPS officer
Rameshwar Singh
Thakur on Friday
took oath as the chair-
man of the Himachal
Pradesh Public
Service Commission
in a simple ceremony
at the Raj Bhavan
here. The oath was ad-
ministered by
Himachal Pradesh
Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar.
Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur was
present on the occa-
sion. Rameshwar
Singh Thakur has
served in the prime
minister’s security de-
tail for nine years and
was honoured with
the President’s Medal
in 2016. He joined the
police service in 1990,
prior to which he
served in the Army.

CBI notice 
Kolkata: A day after a
lookout notice was is-
sued against him by
CBI in the SSC scam,
TMC MLA Manik
Bhattacharya Friday
said that he is at his
residence in city and
is cooperating with
the investigating
agency. Bhattacharya,
a former chairman of
West Bengal Board of
Primary Education,
said that the lookout
notice is an “attempt
to malign” him. “I
have neither escaped
nor have I gone any-
where. I am at my resi-
dence in Jadavpur (in
the city). I don’t know
why a lookout notice
was issued against
me.

Hospital fire
Berhampur: A fire
broke out at the the
MKCG Medical
College and Hospital
here on Friday due to
a likely short-circuit
at an operation the-
atre, fire service offi-
cials said. There was
no injury or fatality
due to the blaze, as
patients and atten-
dants were immedi-
ately evacuated from
the fifth floor of the
newly built super
speciality building in
the medical facility’s
campus, they said.
The fire is now com-
pletely under con-
trol, and we suspect
that it originated
from the ceiling of
the Urology OT-1.

Deshmukh faints 
Mumbai: Former
Maharashtra home
minister Anil
Deshmukh was
taken to the state-
run J J Hospital here
after he fainted in
the prison on Friday,
an official said.
Deshmukh, lodged
in the Arthur Road
prison here in an al-
leged corruption
case, felt dizzy and
fainted, a prison offi-
cial said. The
Nationalist
Congress Party
leader also com-
plained of chest
pain. His blood pres-
sure was found to
have increased and
ECG report was ab-
normal, the official
said, adding that
Deshmukh was un-
dergoing treatment
at the hospital now.

Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD)
leader Rabri Devi and minis-
ter Tej Pratap Yadav leave
after a special session of
Bihar Vidhan Sabha, in
Patna, Friday.

A security personnel checks a commuter near the resi-
dence of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, after he was not allowed
to leave his home to deliver Friday sermon at historic
Jamia Masjid, at Nigeen in Srinagar, Friday.



POPE INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE

Pope Francis waves as he leaves at the end of an audience with participants to a pilgrimage of altar servers from

France, in the Pope Paul VI hall at the Vatican, Friday.
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Islamabad, Aug 26 (PTI):

Pakistan government
has declared a national
emergency as rain-in-
duced floods have so far
killed 937 people, including
343 children, and left at

least 30 million without
shelter.

Sindh Province reported
the highest number of
deaths as 306 people lost
their lives due to floods
and rain-related incidents
from June 14 to Thursday,

according to National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA).

Balochistan reported 234
deaths whereas Khyber
Pakh tun khwa and
Punjab Province recorded
185 and 165 deaths, respec-
tively. In Pakistan-occu-
pied Kash mir, 37 people
were killed while nine
deaths were repor ted in
the Gilgit-Baltistan reg ion
during the current mon-
soon rains.

According to the NDMA,
Pakistan received 166.8
mm of rain in August, as
opposed to the average of
48 mm - an increase of 241
per cent. Sindh and
Balochistan - the worst-hit
regions - witnessed a 784
per cent and 496 per cent
increase in the monsoon
deluge, respectively, the
Dawn News reported.

The abnormal increase
in rainfall generated flash
floods across the country,
particularly in the south-
ern part of Pakistan,

which rem ains inundated
at the moment with 23 dis-
tricts of Sindh being de-
clared calamity-hit , the
newspaper reported.

Minister for Climate
Change Sherry Rehman
said on Thursday that a
war room has been set up
by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif at NDMA,
which would spearhead re-
lief operations across the
country.

Pak declares national emergency as flood death toll reaches 937

Taipei, Aug 26 (AP):

US Sen. Marsha
Blackburn met with
Taiwan’s President Tsai
Ing-wen on Friday, in the
second visit by members of
Congress since House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s trip
earlier this month sharply
raised tensions with China.

In her remarks, Tsai
pointed to the large-scale
military exercises that
China launched in re-
sponse to Pelosi’s visit, as
well as Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, as posing chal-
lenges to democratic gov-
ernments such as the U.S.
and Taiwan.

These developments
demonstrate how authori-
tarian countries are dis-
rupting and threatening
the world order, she said.

Blackburn, a
Republican from
Tennessee, reaffirmed
shared values between the
two governments and said
she looked forward to con-
tinuing to support Taiwan
as they push forward as an
independent nation.”

China claims self-ruled
Taiwan as its own territo-
ry, to be taken by force if
necessary, and sees high-
level foreign visits to the
island as interference in
its affairs and de facto
recognition of Taiwanese
sovereignty. China’s re-

cent military drills were
seen by some as a rehearsal
of future military action
against the island, which
U.S. military leaders say
could come within the next
few years.

In their meeting, Tsai

and Blackburn also under-
scored the importance of
economic links, especially
in the semiconductor sec-
tor, where Taiwan is a
world leader and the U.S. is
seeking greater investment
at home.

Blackburn arrived in
Taipei late Thursday after
visiting Fiji, the Solomon
Islands and Papua New
Guinea as part of a U.S.
push to expand our diplo-
matic footprint in the area,
her office said in a state-
ment. The Indo-Pacific re-
gion is the next frontier for
the new axis of evil,
Blackburn, a staunch sup-
porter of former President
Donald Trump, was quoted
as saying. We must stand
against the Chinese
Communist Party.

China has been making
inroads in the western
Pacific, signing a broad se-
curity agreement with the
Solomons that the U.S. and
allies such as Australia see
as an attempt to overthrow
the traditional security
order in the region.

US senator meets Taiwan president
amid tensions with China

Lahore, Aug 26 (PTI):

Pakistan’s top probe
agency has arrested a sen-
ior doctor and an ardent
supporter of ousted
prime minister Imran
Khan for his alleged in-
volvement in running a
smear campaign on social
media against Army chief
Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa
and the military.

The Federal
Investigation Agency’s cy-
bercrime wing launched a
major operation against
those involved in a hate
campaign against the
Army chief after an
Army helicopter crashed
in Lasbela, Balochisthan
province on August 1.

The crash killed six
army officers on board,
including Commander

XII Corps Lt Gen Sarfraz
Ali, who was supervising
flood relief operations in
Balochisthan.

“The FIA raided the res-
idence of Dr Sahar Saud,
senior registrar at the
Children Hospital Lahore,
for his alleged involve-
ment in running a cam-
paign against the army,
especially the army chief
on social media,” an FIA
cybercrime official said
on Friday.

He said the FIA also
produced him before a
magistrate and obtained
his 14-day physical re-
mand for investigation.

Dr Saud is an ardent
supporter of ousted
prime minister Khan. He
was critical of the incum-
bent Army chief ’s role in
the ouster of Khan on

Twitter.
Khan was ousted on

April 10 this year after the
National Assembly
passed a no-confidence
motion against him.

“We have also traced a
good number of the social
media activists involved
in the anti-army cam-
paign in connection with
the martyrs of the
Lasbela helicopter crash,
and soon they will be ar-
rested,” the official said.

The FIA claims to have
identified Twitter ac-
counts involved in spread-
ing fake news about the
military and the Army
chief.

As per a news report,
178 accounts campaigning
against the Pakistan
Army belong to the coun-
try’s largest party — the

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) — and the party
flags were on these ac-
counts.

According to the FIA,
fake and hateful content is
being spread on social
media under a well-
planned conspiracy in an
attempt to create hatred
between military and the
people.

The media wing of the
Pakistan Army, Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), has condemned
the highly unacceptable
and regretful social media
campaign after Lasbela
tragedy.

It said the campaign
caused deep anguish and
distress among the fami-
lies of martyrs and rank
and file of the armed
forces.

Pakistan’s FIA nabs doctor for 
anti-Army social media campaign

Taipei, Aug 26 (AP):

Taiwan’s leader on
Friday said China and
Russia are disrupting and
threatening the world
order through Beijing’s re-
cent large-scale military
exercises near the island
and Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.

President Tsai Ing-wen
was speaking during a
meeting in Taipei with US
Sen. Marsha Blackburn,
who is on the second visit
by members of Congress
since House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s trip earlier
this month. That visit
prompted China to launch
the exercises that saw it
fire numerous missiles
and send dozens of war-
planes and ships to virtu-
ally surround the island,
including across the cen-

tre line in the Taiwan
Strait that has long been a
buffer between the sides.

China claims Taiwan as
its own territory to be
brought under its control
by force if necessary.
Beijing has also boosted
relations with Russia and
is seen as tacitly support-
ing its attack on Ukraine.

These developments
demonstrate how authori-
tarian countries are dis-
rupting and threatening
the world order, Tsai said.

Blackburn, a
Republican from
Tennessee, reaffirmed
shared values between
the two governments and
said she looked forward to
continuing to support
Taiwan as they push for-
ward as an independent
nation.

China sees high-level

foreign visits to the island
as interference in its af-
fairs and de facto recogni-
tion of Taiwanese sover-
eignty. China’s recent mil-
itary drills were seen by
some as a rehearsal of fu-
ture military action
against the island, which
US military leaders say
could come within the
next few years.

Along with staging the
exercises, China cut off
contacts with the United
States on vital issues in-
cluding military matters
and crucial climate coop-
eration raising concerns
over a lasting, more ag-
gressive approach by
Beijing. It also called in
U.S. Ambassador to China
Nicholas Burns to formal-
ly complain. He later said
China was overreacting
in order to manufacture a

crisis.
Due to the separation of

powers in the U.S. govern-
ment, the executive
branch has no authority
to prevent legislators
from making such foreign
visits and Taiwan benefits
from strong bipartisan
support in Washington.
China, whose ruling
Communist Party wields
total control over the
country’s politics, refuses
to acknowledge that fun-
damental principle.

U.S. State Department
spokesperson Vedant
Patel said members of
Congress and elected offi-
cials have gone to Taiwan
for decades and will con-
tinue to do so,” saying it
was in line with U.S. poli-
cy to only maintain for-
mal diplomatic ties with
Beijing.

Taiwan: China, Russia disrupting,
threatening world order

Stranded people carry their belongings as they wade
through a flooded area after heavy monsoon rainfall in
Rajanpur district of Punjab province, Pakistan. Figures
from the national disaster agency showed that 937 people
had died in the floods since June, and more than 180,000
were forced to flee their rural homes.

Washington, Aug 26 (PTI):

Four Indian-American
women have been racially
abused and smacked by a
M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n
woman in the US state of
Texas who hurled racist
slurs at them that they
are “ruining” America
and should “go back to
India”.

The incident took place
on Wednesday night in a
parking lot in Dallas,
Texas. The woman, who
has now been arrested, is
seen in the video identify-
ing herself as a Mexican-
American and assaulting
a group of Indian-
Americans.

“I hate you Indian. All
these Indians come to
America because they
want a better life,”
Esmeralda Upton is seen
saying in the video.

The video shows her
telling the group of women
to “Go back to India. You...

people are ruining this
country,” the CBS News 
reported.

4 Indian-American women racially abused
in Texas, told to ‘go back to India’

W hen asked to write
the numbers from

one to ten in a sequence,
how do you order them?
Horizontally? Vertically?
Left to right? Top to bot-
tom? Would you place them
randomly?

It has been often been as-
sumed, and taught in
schools in Western coun-
tries, that the correct or-
dering of numbers is from
left to right (1, 2, 3, 4 )
rather than right to left (10,
9, 8, 7 ). The ordering of
numbers along a horizon-
tal dimension is known as
a mental number line and
describes an important
way we represent number
and quantity in space.

Studies show humans
prefer to position larger
numbers to the right and
smaller numbers to the
left. People are usually
faster and more accurate at
comparing numbers when
larger ones are to the right
and smaller ones are to the
left, and people with brain
damage that disrupts their
spatial processing also
show similar disruptions
in number processing.

But so far, there has been
little research testing
whether the horizontal di-
mension is the most impor-
tant one we associate with
numbers. In new research
published in PLOS ONE,
we found that humans ac-
tually process numbers
faster when they are dis-
played vertically with
smaller numbers at the bot-
tom and larger numbers at
the top.

Not just humans
Our associations be-

tween number and space
are influenced by language
and culture, but these links
are not unique to humans.

Tests on three-day-old
chicks show they seek
smaller numbers with a
leftwards bias and larger
numbers with a right-
wards one. Pigeons and
blue jays seem to have a
left-to-right or right-to-left
mental number line, de-
pending on the individual.

These findings suggest
associations between space
and numbers may be wired
into the brains of humans
and other animals.

However, while many
studies have examined left-
to-right and right-to-left
horizontal mental number
lines, few have explored
whether our dominant
mental number line is even
horizontal at all.

How we test for 
these spatial-numerical 

associations
To test how quickly peo-

ple can process numbers in

different arrangements, we
set up an experiment
where people were shown
pairs of numbers from 1 to
9 on a monitor and used a
joystick to indicate where
the larger number was lo-
cated.

If the 6 and 8 were shown
on the screen, for example,
the correct answer would
be 8. A participant would
indicate this by moving the
joystick towards the 8 as
fast as possible.

To measure participant
response times as accurate-
ly as possible, we used fast-
refresh 120 Hertz monitors
and high-performance
zero-lag arcade joysticks.

What we found
When the numbers were

separated both vertically
and horizontally, we found
only the vertical arrange-
ment affected response
time. This suggests that,
given the opportunity to
use either a horizontal or
vertical mental representa-
tion of numbers in space,
participants only used the
vertical representation.

When the larger number
was above the smaller
number, people responded
much more quickly than in
any other arrangement of
numbers.

This suggests our mental
number line actually goes
from bottom (small num-
bers) to top (large num-
bers).

Why is this important?
Numbers affect almost

every part of our lives (and

our safety). Pharmacists
need to correctly measure
doses of medicine, engi-
neers need to determine
stresses on buildings and
structures, pilots need to
know their speed and alti-
tude, and all of us need to
know what button to press
on an elevator.

The way we learn to use
numbers, and how design-
ers choose to display nu-
merical information to us,
can have important impli-
cations for how we make
fast and accurate deci-
sions. In fact, in some time-
critical decision-making
environments, such as
aeroplane cockpits and
stock market floors, num-
bers are often displayed
vertically.

Our findings, and anoth-
er recent study, may have
implications for designers
seeking to help users
quickly understand and
use numerical informa-
tion. Modern devices en-
able very innovative num-
ber display options, which
could help people use tech-
nology more efficiently
and safely.

There are also implica-
tions for education, sug-
gesting we should teach
children using vertical bot-
tom-to-top mental number
lines as well as the familiar
left-to-right ones. Bottom-
to-top appears to be how
our brains are wired to be
most efficient at using
numbers and that might
help getting our heads
around how numbers work
a little easier.
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C E N T R A L

Since  1974  Volume  10  No. 148

Last judgement of CJI
on freebies 

This is not the first time that
on the last day important judge-
ment had been delivered by the
CJI and it had happened previ-
ously also and I quote three ex-
amples. When PN Bhagwati was
CJI he delivered landmark judge-
ment on conversions and as per
judgement after conversion from
Hindu religion you will automati-
cally loose the benefit of reser-
vations and it is another matter
that many amendments were in-
troduced. Now we take the ex-
ample of chief justice Kehar who
delivered landmark judgement
on his last day of service and
that case was of instant three
Talaq. We would like to mention
the period of Gagoi chief justice
of India who delivered the fa-
mous judgement of Ayodhya
Ram temple. Just for information
last chief justice Bobde imposed
a fine of rupee one on lawyer
Prashant Kishor and in case of
failure to deposit fine he will face
jail but ultimately lawyer de-
posited the fine. Keeping in view
the complicity of subject matter
CJI had avoided to deliver de-
tailed judgement and instead re-
ferred the matter to three judges
and next date of hearing is after
four weeks. The election com-
mission had already to issue any
further instructions on freebies.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

SC sought Gujarat
govt's response on

Bilkis Bano case
The Supreme Court (SC)

bench headed by Chief Justice N
V Ramana sought the Gujarat
government's response on a plea
challenging the release of 11
rapists and rioters convicted for
the gangrape of Bilkis Bano dur-
ing the 2002 Gujarat riots. People
become numb, when this remis-
sion is a national shame that
happened sadly on our 75th
Independence Day, when our
Prime Minister’s (PM) call for
Nari Shakti and women power is
meaningless in front of this
shocking remitting of the life
sentence for the rapists. These
11 should have been sent to the
gallows for such heinous and
rarest crime against a woman
and justice failed when they
were given life convictions (that
is too after 14 years). Now the
remission of these 11 was utterly
shameful.  Mysterious is the si-
lence of the one who spoke
about women's power from the
ramparts of the Red Fort on the
said Independence Day. Even
salt in the wound, when a BJP
MLA calling these 11 inhuman
fellows as people of ‘sanskari
Brahmin’ is the height of stupidi-
ty. Gujarat Govt has been run by
BJP for the last 25 years and now
they are in Center too, but the
Gujarat government’s hate to-
wards minority community is
still in full swing. If not then how
its three MLA in the remission
committee promptly give verdict
in favour of all, when the SC sent
one case to them to consider its
merit. Hope SC gives proper jus-
tice to the victims and sends all
the 11 criminals in jail till death.
If not then where is the nation
that once walked down the
streets for Nirbhaya? 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd
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Villagers cross a flood affected area in a boat due to overflowing of the Ganga river, during the monsoon season in
Mirzapur, Friday, Aug. 26.

Our brains count faster from 
bottom to top: New research

FLOOD AFFECTED AREA

Md Abdul Alim

A ccess to clean drinking
water is fundamental to our

health and wellbeing, and a univer-
sal human right. But almost
200,000 Australians are still forced
to use water contaminated with
unsafe levels of various chemicals
and bacteria. The situation is espe-
cially dire in remote areas. To tack-
le this issue, we have developed an
integrated rainwater harvesting
unit at Western Sydney University
(WSU). This simple system can
produce safe drinking water for
households and communities in re-
mote areas. It's cheap, easy to use,
and could improve the lives of
thousands of people.

FFaarr  ffrroomm  cciittyy  lliiffee
In large Australian cities, we are

used to turning on the tap clean,
plentiful water is always there,
coming from the central water sup-
ply. We also take for granted the
use of potable water for other uses,

such as car washing, gardening
and laundry. But in rural and re-
mote Australia, communities must
develop private water supply sys-
tems to get safe drinking water
from other sources. These can be
rainwater, groundwater, surface
water and carted water treated
water from a supplier. Among
these sources, harvested rainwater
is considered to be the second-
safest option after mains supply,
according to the private water sup-
ply risk hierarchy chart. So, many
residents in rural and remote
Australia are using rainwater for
their needs. But rainwater isn't al-
ways safe to drink without ade-
quate treatment, as it can be con-
taminated from various sources, in-
cluding air pollution, runoff chemi-
cals, animal droppings, and more.

UUnnkknnoowwnn  wwaatteerr  qquuaalliittyy
In Australia, roughly 400 remote

or regional communities don't have
access to good quality drinking
water, and 40% of those are

Indigenous communities.
According to a 2022 drinking water
quality report by Australian
National University researchers, at
least 627,736 people in 408 rural lo-
cations have drinking water that
doesn't meet at least one of the
standards set by the Australian
Drinking Water Guidelines.
Although the 2022 United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
progress report declares that 100%
of the Australian population has ac-
cess to safe and affordable drink-
ing water, it seems this report ex-
cluded about 8% of the population
living in regional and remote areas.
The issue could be even more
widespread due to lack of ade-
quate testing.

BBeetttteerr  ooppttiioonnss  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee
Our low-cost rainwater harvest-

ing unit can produce safe drinking
water that meets Australian guide-
lines, particularly maintaining
Escherichia coli and nitrate levels
below the recommended limits.

Most importantly, the system is in-
tegrated, which means it both col-
lects rainwater, and treats it to be
safe for household use. The system
is sustainable, uses locally available
materials (such as gravel, sand,
charcoal, limestone and stainless
steel wire mesh or even cheese-
cloth), needs minimal maintenance,
and is simple to operate.
Communities can be trained to use
these water systems regardless of
technological skill level. It's also af-
fordable. The cost of the drinking
water produced through this sys-
tem would be just over 1 cent per
litre, according to a recent techni-
cal and financial feasibility analysis.

RReeaaddyy  ttoo  uussee,,  wwiitthh  
iimmpprroovveemmeennttss  oonn  tthhee  wwaayy

Despite their simplicity, these
rainwater filter systems don't even
have to be confined to individual
households we can scale them up
so entire communities can benefit.
A case study has proved this in
both developed and developing

countries. Our collaborators in
Bangladesh made the first move to
adopt this technology, supplying
safe drinking water to student ac-
commodation at the Khulna
University of Engineering &
Technology.  We are also working
on improvements. For example, we
are building an automated system
that can monitor the water quality
from the unit regularly and adjust
disinfectant dosing to keep it safe
for drinking. We're also developing
a method for the system to sense
when the filter materials need
cleaning, and even start this
process automatically. In Australia,
there is a clear need to improve
water quality in remote communi-
ties. Adopting our simple rainwater
filtering system would help com-
munities to produce safe drinking
water at minimum cost, and the
WSU team is ready to work with
local shire councils and groups
from different remote communities
to transfer the knowledge. 
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LUKE GREENACRE

A s India continues to battle Covid-19, another
contagious disease called ‘tomato flu or toma-

to fever’ is creating havoc in the country. It has
spread to four states — Haryana, Tamil Nadu,
Odisha and Kerala. A total of 100 cases in children
below the age of 5 years have been reported so far
in the country after the first case of tomato flu was
identified in Kerala’s Kollam district on May 6.
Additionally, the Regional Medical Research
Centre in Bhubaneswar reported 26 cases of toma-
to flu in children between the ages of 1-9 years in
Odisha. Caused by enteroviruses, it is seen to be a
clinical variant of the hand, foot and mouth dis-
ease (HFMD). The flu gets its name from the toma-
to-shaped blisters it causes on the body. The flu
causes rashes or blisters, skin irritation and dehy-
dration. Joint swelling, red spots on hands and
legs, tiredness, and nausea are also some symp-
toms of the fever. The blisters resemble those seen
in cases of the monkey pox virus in young individ-
uals. According to a Lancet report, “Children are
at increased risk of exposure totomato flu as viral
infections are common in this age group and
spread is likely to be through close contact.”
Probable reasons behind the spread among  chil-
dren  could  be  touching  unclean surfaces, putting
things directly into the mouth, sharing toys,
clothes, food and other items with an infected
child. However, it is to be noted that Covid-19 and
tomato flu have some common symptoms but are
not related to one another. Both are associated with
fever, fatigue, and body aches initially, and some
patients with Covid-19 also report rashes on the
skin, (however) the virus is not related to SARS-
CoV-2, Lancet said in its report. The primary
symptoms observed in children with tomato flu
are similar to those of chikungunya, which in-
clude high fever, rashes and intense pain in the
joints. It looks like a form of hand, foot, mouth dis-
ease with additional symptoms of joint pains and
high-grade fever. Tomato fever is a self-limiting dis-
ease and is considered non-life threatening.
Currently there are no proper drugs and vaccines
available in the market to treat the disease. As
tomato flu is similar to chikungunya, dengue, and
hand, foot, and mouth disease, the treatment is
also similar— isolation, rest, plenty of fluids and
hot waters ponge for the relief of irritation and
rashes. Supportive therapy of paracetamol for
fever and bodyache and other symptomatic treat-
ments are required, says the Lancet report.
Further follow-up and monitoring for serious out-
comes is needed to  better  understand  the  need
for  potential treatments. The central government
on Tuesday rolled out an advisory on the virus.
“The disease, which seems to be a variant of hand,
foot and mouth disease (HFMD), occurs mainly in
children under 10 years of age, but it can occur in
adults too,” the government said in the advisory. It
said that children must be educated about the
signs and symptoms, and side effects of tomato flu.
The government has advised isolation of five to
seven days from the onset of any symptoms to pre-
vent the spread of infection to other children or
adults. Parents should make sure that their chil-
dren do not hug or touch other children having
fever or rash symptoms. It advised use of warm
water to clean skin or for bathing the child. It is
also important to take a nutrition-rich, balanced
diet to boost immunity, and get enough rest and
sleep to promote healing.

Tomato fever creating havoc
after Covid-19

Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t is distressing to learn that the world's worst
food crisis in decades is currently affecting

millions of children. Children are already suffer-
ing grave negative effects from the food and nutri-
tion crisis, including risks to their safety and life
as well as an increase in the likelihood of both se-
vere and acute malnutrition. The already danger-
ous conditions of poverty, starvation, and malnu-
trition have been made worse by the ongoing war
in Ukraine. The U.N.'s objective to abolish hunger
by the end of the decade seems farther away than
ever as more people throughout the world experi-
ence hunger. According to statistics available, the
deadliest form of malnutrition, wasting, which
raises a child's risk of mortality by up to 12 times,
affects an estimated 45 million children under the
age of five. A chronic shortage of vital nutrients in
their diets also resulted in stunted growth and de-
velopment among 149 million children under the
age of five, and 39 million of them were over-
weight. The reports also state that if emergency
therapeutic nutrition and therapy are not provided
to around 8 million children under the age of five
in 15 crisis-affected countries, they risk dying from
severe wasting. To avert a spike in infant mortality
and lessen the long-term effects of severe wasting,
UNICEF is stepping up its efforts in the worst-af-
fected nations. The Sustainable Development
Goals, especially the key one of eradicating
hunger and malnutrition by 2030, will be jeopard-
ized by anything less. Despite the fact that there
are numerous causes of hunger and food insecuri-
ty that vary from one country to the next, these
reasons typically include war, poverty, economic
shocks like hyperinflation and rising commodity
prices, as well as environmental shocks like flood-
ing or drought. Organizations around the world
are issuing more urgent and louder warnings.
There must be an immediate solution to the
hunger issue. To put an end to hunger, govern-
ments, countries, and people must work together
globally.

Put an end to hunger crisis

Clever rainwater collector can change 
access to safe drinking water
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Appointment

New Delhi: Former
Chief Economic
Adviser
Krishnamurthy
Subramanian was on
Thursday appointed as
Executive Director
(India) at the
International
Monetary Fund, a
Personnel Ministry
order said.
Subramanian is cur-
rently Professor
(Finance), Indian
School of Business.
The Appointments
Committee of the
Cabinet has approved
the appointment of
Subramanian to the
post of Executive
Director (India) at the
IMF, with effect from
November 1, 2022 for a
period of three years or
until further orders, by
curtailing the tenure of
Dr Surjit S Bhalla as
ED (India), IMF up to
31.10.2022, it said.

Carbon emission 
New Delhi: Indian
Oil Corporation, the
nation’s largest oil
firm, on Thursday
committed Rs 2 lakh
crore to achieve net
zero carbon emission
target by 2046, chair-
man S M Vaidya said.
The firm’s oil refining
and petrochemicals
business has a total
emission of 21.5 mil-
lion tonnes of CO2, he
said. The firm plans to
decarbonise refining
and petrochemicals
operations through
energy efficiency, elec-
trification and fuel re-
placement, he said.
“IOC will achieve net
zero operational emis-
sions by 2046, when
the country will be cel-
ebrating 99th 
year of independ-
ence,” he said.

Allotment letter

Chandigarh: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann
handed over the land
allotment letter to
Tata group for setting
up its scrap-based
steel plant at an in-
vestment of Rs 2,600
crore in the first phase
at Ludhiana. “We are
committed for making
Punjab a front-runner
in industrial sector
and this maiden in-
vestment by Tata
group in the state is a
step forward in this di-
rection,” the chief
minister said. Mann
said this during a
meeting with a delega-
tion led by CEO &
Managing Director,
Tata Steel, T V
Narendran, who
called on him at his of-
fice on Friday, an offi-
cial release said.

New members
New Delhi: Around
15.47 lakh new mem-
bers joined the ESIC-
run social security
scheme in June 2022,
according to official
data released on
Thursday. The latest
data is part of a re-
port — Payroll
Reporting in India:
An Employment
Perspective - 
June 2022 — released
by the National
Statistical
Office (NSO).

INVESTORS MEET

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot during an investors meeting and MoU signing ceremony, at a hotel in New Delhi.

Mumbai, Aug 26:  

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday said the Indian
economy will grow at 7.4
per cent in this fiscal and
continue at the same level
in the next fiscal as well.
“Our own estimates have
also shown based on the
developments, that we are
definitely at that range...7.4
(per cent) and that level

will continue even next
year,” Sitharaman said,
speaking at the FE Best
Banks Awards event here.
She said the International
Monetary Fund and the
World Bank have projected
India’s growth to be the
fastest for the next two fis-
cal years, and their esti-
mates are in sync with that
of the Reserve Bank of
India as well. The global
situation continues to be

challenging and it is not
the right time to throw
caution to the winds as yet,
she said. The export sector
will face difficulties as the
global growth slows down,
and the government will
work with such entities to
face the headwinds, she
said. Meanwhile, underlin-
ing that we need a rigorous
debate on the freebies side,
but stressed that political
parties making pre-poll
promises should make
budgetary provisions for
taking care of the expendi-
tures and not push the bur-
den on other entities.
Sitharaman said power
discoms and generating
companies have been seen
to bear the brunt of such
freebies as they get paid in
part or in some cases not at
all, despite having no role
to play in the announce-
ments.

India to grow 
at 7.4% in FY23: FM

Continue at same level next year as well

Mumbai, Aug 26:

Bayer  announced the
launch of Finerenone
under the brand name
KerendiaTMin India.
Finerenone is a first-in-
class non-steroidal, selec-
tive mineralocorticoid re-
ceptor antagonist indicat-
ed for patients with chron-
ic kidney disease associat-
ed with type 2 diabetes.
The recent Indian Chronic
Kidney Disease (ICKD)
study identifies diabetes
as the leading cause of
chronic kidney disease
and end-stage kidney dis-
ease in India1. Over 40% of
all patients with diabetes
will develop chronic kid-
ney disease2. Seventy-four
million people suffer from
diabetes in India and this
figure is likely to increase
to ninety-three million by

2030, making it an epidem-
ic3. The number of people
with diabetes in India is
the second highest in the
world, after China.

Mr. Manoj Saxena,
Managing Director, Bayer
Zydus Pharma, says, “The
major focus of therapy in
patients with chronic kid-
ney disease and diabetes is
to prevent end-stage renal
disease or kidney failure.
Despite therapy, these pa-
tients often progress to

kidney failure4.
Finerenone therefore of-
fers a new treatment ap-
proach for these vulnera-
ble patients to slow down
the progression of chronic
kidney disease and reduce
the risk of kidney failure.
It can also reduce the risk
of heart disease associated
with chronic kidney dis-
ease5. Additionally, the
economic burden of dialy-
sis or renal transplant re-
quired for kidney failure
patients can be a huge bur-
den for patients and their
families in India.”

Finerenone is different
to existing CKD in T2D
treatments. It acts by
blocking mineralocorti-
coid receptor (MR) overac-
tivation, which is thought
to contribute to CKD pro-
gression and cardiovascu-
lar damage.

Bayer launches Kerendia to slow down
progression of Chronic Kidney disease Mumbai, Aug 22: 

Kia India, one of the
fastest growing carmak-
ers in the country, organ-
ised a specially-curated
customer experience, ‘The
Carens Drive’, for its es-
teemed customers August
7, 2022 in Delhi-NCR.
Supervised and certified
by the Federation of
Motor Sports Clubs of
India (FMSCI), the drive
witnessed 22 Carens cus-
tomers competing on an
84 KMs drive to derive the
best mileage from their
cars.

The drive was flagged
off from Stellar
Gymkhana in Greater
Noida till Jewar. The
drive witnessed Carens in
4 categories - petrol and
diesel powertrains mated
with manual and automat-
ic transmissions.
Conducted under the
stewardship of veteran

auto analyst Tutu
Dhawan, where he shared
valuable tips with the par-
ticipants.

The Carens Drive con-
cluded with the announce-
ment of 4 winners and
runners-up, each of whom

claimed the best mileage
from their variant. All the
Kia Carens had at least 3
people on board and the
highest mileage claimed
was 29. 8 KMPL by Vipin
Tyagi with his Diesel
Manual Kia Carens. The

average mileage achieved
by all participants stood at
23.5 KMPL. Speaking on
the occasion, Hardeep
Singh Brar, VP & Head of
Sales & Marketing, Kia
India said, “At Kia, it is
our constant endeavour to
not only come up with
class-leading products but
also provide a customised
brand experience to our
esteemed customers at
regular intervals.

‘The Carens Drive’ is
another initiative towards
the same. Carens is a re-
markable offering from
Kia’s stable and has won
many hearts since its
launch this year.

This experiential drive
is a testament to Carens
being a perfect family car.
This drive has helped us
strengthen the connection
with our Carens family,
and I would like to thank
all of them for making
this event a success”.

Kia under supervision of FMSCI  host ‘The Carens Drive’

Mumbai, Aug 26: 

Balaji Motion Pictures a
wholly owned subsidiary
of Balaji Telefilms Ltd.
has roped in Bhavini
Sheth as the Chief
Operating Officer. Bhavini
comes in from Amazon
Studios where she was
heading Business Affairs
for India for four years.
She was responsible for all
business matters & strate-
gy in relation to original
content across all lan-
guages, including success-
ful series such as ‘The
Family Man’ ‘Mirzapur’,
and upcoming interna-
tional shows like ‘Citadel’
Leading the studio in her
new role at Balaji Motion
Pictures, Bhavini will be
responsible for building
the new film slate, articu-
lating the studio’s busi-

ness strategy, initiating
new business avenues, and
partnering with a new
pool of talent. Bhavini will
be working directly with
Shobha Kapoor & Ektaa R

Kapoor. Speaking about
the same Ektaa R. Kapoor,
Joint Managing director at
Balaji Telefilms, says, “We
are pleased to welcome
Bhavini to our Balaji fami-
ly and are confident that
she is the right person to
take the brand to the next
stage of growth and newer
heights.” Sharing her
thoughts about her new
role as the Chief
Operating Officer, Balaji
Motion Pictures, Bhavini
Sheth, said, “Balaji
Motion Pictures has al-
ways aimed to stay ahead
of the curve and bring un-
conventional and heartfelt
stories that stand out. The
studio is one of the most
renowned entertainment
enterprises in the country
and I am honored to be a
part of their leadership
team.

Balaji Motion Pictures ropes 
in Bhavini Sheth to head as COO

Mumbai, Aug 26: 

Samsung India an-
nounced top 50 teams in
its Gen-Z education and
innovation competition
‘Solve for Tomorrow’.

The youth competition,
which is running for the
first time in India, has
seen teams from across
the country respond and
submit ideas to help tackle
problems that India faces
in the areas of education,
environment, healthcare
and agriculture In the end
of the competition, three
national winners stand a
chance to get mega sup-
port of up to INR 1 crore
and mentoring support for
six months to take their
ideas to the next level
under the expert guidance
of IIT Delhi. “At Samsung,

we empower and support
the next generation to
achieve their full potential
and pioneer positive so-
cial changes. The Solve for
Tomorrow program sup-
ports the journey of fu-
ture young innovators by
offering them guidance,
support and a vision for
creating a better tomor-
row.

We are excited about the
18,000 plus registrations
we have received. The top
50 teams we have selected
will move to the next
phase of the competition
and we are keen to see
how their ideas shape up
going forward, contribut-
ing to Powering Digital
India,” said Mr. Partha
Ghosh, Vice President,
Corporate Citizenship,
Samsung India.

Samsung India 
unveils the Next Generation

of Indian Innovators New Delhi, Aug 26: 

Steel Minister
Jyotiraditya M Scindia on
Friday said the metal sec-
tor is highly energy-inten-
sive which causes large
carbon emissions, and
there is a need to adopt
new technologies for at-
taining the zero-emission
target.

The iron and steel in-
dustry globally accounts
for around 8 per cent of
total carbon dioxide emis-
sions on an annual basis,
whereas in India, it con-
tributes 12 per cent to the
total CO2 emissions. In
today’s world nothing is
waste and all so-called
wastes can be converted
into resources by adopting
suitable technology, the
minister stated. Speaking
at an international confer-
ence on circular economy

and resource efficiency,
Scindia said majority of
natural resources are fi-
nite, so it is important to
find environmentally and
economically feasible
ways to utilise these re-
sources. The country’s
mining and metal sector,
he said, is posed for robust
development due to ex-
pected jump in demand to
support the growth in the
automotive, infrastruc-
ture, transport, space and
defence sectors.

Need to adopt new tech in metals
sector to reduce emissions: Scindia

New Delhi, Aug 26: 

Inflation trajectory con-
tinues to be “heavily con-
tingent” upon the evolving
geopolitical developments,
international commodity
prices and global financial
sector developments,
Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor Michael
Debabrata Patra has said.
The RBI on its part has
front-loaded monetary pol-
icy response, with a cumu-
lative 140 basis points in-
crease in the benchmark
rate so far with an aim to
check high inflation which
is ruling above its comfort
zone of 6 per cent for the
past seven months. In its
meeting early this month,
the monetary policy com-
mittee (MPC) of the RBI
decided to remain focused

on the withdrawal of ac-
commodation to ensure
that inflation remains
within the target going for-
ward while supporting
growth.

Also, the RBI is engaged
in withdrawal of the liq-
uidity infused into the
economy during the pan-
demic in a calibrated,
multi-year time frame. “In
the near-term, however,
the inflation trajectory
continues to be heavily

contingent upon the evolv-
ing geopolitical develop-
ments, international com-
modity market dynamics
and global financial mar-
ket developments,” Patra
said on Wednesday in his
keynote address at the
SAARC FINANCE
Seminar hosted by India
here. The Reserve Bank
uploaded his speech on its
website on Friday. India
has adopted an inflation
targeting framework since
2016, with a target of 4 per
cent defined in terms of
headline CPI inflation
within a tolerance band of
+/- 2 per cent around it.
While inflation averaged
under 4 per cent during
2016-20, it rose to 6.2 per
cent in 2020-21 when the
first wave of COVID-19 hit
the country.

Inflation trajectory heavily contingent on
geopolitical developments: RBI Dy Guv

New Delhi, Aug 26: 

The Income-Tax de-
partment is going into
“new areas” of the econ-
omy to check tax evasion
even as its investigation
units are using analytics
to sift through volumi-
nous data on Indians
holding assets abroad,
CBDT Chairman Nitin
Gupta has said. The
Central Board of Direct

Taxes, the administra-
tive body for the tax de-
partment, undertakes
search and seizure oper-
ations to check instances
of tax evasion apart from
performing its regular
task of collecting rev-
enue for the government
under the direct taxes
category.

“We are covering a va-
riety of sectors of the
economy (while under-
taking searches and
raids). We are not limit-
ing ourselves to real es-
tate or developers
only...our action is
spread across sections of
economy right from
healthcare to pharma to
developers to industries,
manufacturers, service
providers etc.

I-T dept going into new areas to
check tax evasion: CBDT chairman

New Delhi, Aug 25: The
high-speed 5G services,
which will be available in
most part of the country
in two-three years, are ex-
pected to remain afford-
able, telecom minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said.
The minister, while
launching a 5G right of
way application portal to
facilitate expeditious roll-
out of telecom infrastruc-
ture, said that mobile serv-
ices in India are one of the
most affordable in the
world and he expects the

trend to continue for 5G
services as well. “We ex-
pect investment of around
Rs 2.5-3 lakh crore to come
into the industry. Rs 3 lakh
crore is a big investment.
This is also leading to good
employment generation.
Our estimate is 5G will
reach almost all parts of
the country in the next 2-3
years,” Vaishnaw said. He
said that telecom compa-
nies are busy laying infra-
structure and 5G services
should be launched by
October and then scaled
up at a very rapid pace.
The government has also
notified new Right of Way
Rules which clarifies
charges to be levied on lay-
ing of telecom cables, ac-
cessing street furniture
like electric poles and
boundary walls etc.

5G service will be available 
in most part of the country in 2-3

years: Ashwini Vaishnaw

ACROSS

1. Go-getter

5. Forewarning

9. October gems

14. Skillful

15. Lacking color

16. CB ____

17. Liquefy

18. Ocean movement

19. Texas shrine

20. Shocking revelation (2 wds.)

22. Entice

23. Passenger

24. Youngster

25. Hockey shoe

28. Relate

32. Lid

33. Roman general

37. Perimeter

38. Corn unit

39. Solar ____

41. Bullfight cry

42. Balm

44. Tel Aviv’s country

45. Singer ____ Stewart

46. Produced by humans (hyph.)

48. Pester

50. Snaky shape

51. Green sauce

54. Clever

57. Central American country

61. Hesitation

62. Yearning

63. Matured

64. Performer

65. Clairvoyant person

66. Hill of sand

67. Broadway lights

68. Coastal bird

69. Fresh talk

DOWN

1. Lady’s title

2. Heed

3. She, in Toulouse

4. Witty reply

5. Made a choice

6. Augusta’s locale

7. Senior

8. Poetic contraction

9. Speaker

10. Artist’s board

11. Eve’s partner

12. Droopy

13. Chimney dirt

21. Fragment

24. Concise

25. Iron setting

26. Australian “bear”

27. Cook’s wear

28. Mama’s husband

29. Embellish

30. Arctic shelter

31. Poor

34. Citric and boric

35. Besides

36. Mister

40. Thrill

43. Ralph Waldo ____

47. Fall flowers

49. Wanderers

51. Thick soup

52. Avid

53. Violinist Isaac ____

54. Reach

55. Aromatic spice

56. Car

57. Sudden wind

58. Water (Sp.)

59. Telescope part

60. Fruit drinks
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People often see you as shy and reserved,

Aquarius, but of course you know that you’re

really very friendly once you relax. Today

you find it unusually easy to interact with

others. In fact, you feel downright gregari-

ous as you chat and joke along with the best

of them. This new, sociable you does won-

ders for your image. You’ve needed to loosen

up for some time.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

All things domestic are highlighted, Pisces.
It could be that you’ve finally called the
plumber or set out to do those household
repairs yourself. New people are likely to
come into your life. In fact, they may try to
finagle an invitation for dinner, if possible.
All you can expect today is the unexpected.
Have some extra food on hand and see what
happens.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Keep your mind open to any and all possi-

bilities today, Aries. It’s likely that you’ll

encounter someone who imparts valuable

information. You may not realize right

away just how important this information

is, but it could have a dramatic impact on

your life. Be prepared for anything. This is

likely to be a most interesting day.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your ship could come in today, Taurus. It will

happen unexpectedly, and it may take you

some time to adjust to this sudden financial

windfall. This is a day of big changes,

because you may also decide to use this

money to completely alter your way of life. It

could be that you make a move to another

part of the country or decide to change pro-

fessions. Trust your instincts, Taurus.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You’re likely aware of your writing abili-

ties, Gemini, but you may not realize the

extent of your talent. It would be worth-

while to devote more time to your craft.

You can’t improve much if writing time is

interrupted by other obligations. Take

some time to produce something of value.

Why not give it a try, even if just for a

week or so, to see what you can do?

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Tact isn’t necessarily your strong suit,
Cancer. No one would accuse you of being
overly sensitive to other people’s emotions,
but today you turn over a new leaf. This
“new and improved” you tunes in to the
thoughts and feelings of others and
responds in thoughtful, caring ways. You
may be surprised at how effective this gen-
tler touch can be.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Even though you probably aren’t getting on a

plane today, Leo, you would love to at some

point in the future. Your wanderlust is back

and you’re bound for the wild blue yonder yet

again, most likely to someplace exotic. Enjoy

the time away, but do come back. It seems

that sometimes your spirit of adventure

dampens your enjoyment of the more mun-

dane but more real daily life.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Positive change rarely happens without

effort. Keep this in mind as transformation

occurs quickly. You may feel as though

you’re in the middle of a whirlpool and

getting sucked deeper and deeper, unsure

of where you’ll ultimately end up. This is

merely the “nose to the grindstone”

phase. Trust that your efforts will ulti-

mately be rewarded.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You have natural leadership abilities, and

today would be an ideal day to make use of

this talent. In the past you may have hesitated

to step forward and implement your ideas.

But recent successes have given you the nec-

essary confidence to pursue your objectives.

You’ll likely find that the higher-ups support

your efforts. Make the most of today’s auspi-

cious circumstances, Libra.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you feel in control and on top of the

world. You can do anything, Scorpio. This

would be an auspicious time to begin a new

project or creative endeavor. You can’t help

but succeed but take care not to get in your

own way. Sometimes you can be your own

worst enemy. Believe in yourself and move

confidently in the direction of your dreams

in order to make them come true.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Friendship could turn into romance if you
aren’t careful, Sagittarius. A platonic rela-
tionship could turn passionate, and no one
would be more surprised than you. Think
carefully about where you’d like this to go.
While it can’t go back to the way it was, you
can stop it from progressing further if
you’re uncomfortable with the new dynam-
ic. You can only make this decision once.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today you wake up feeling reinvigorated

and renewed, Capricorn. You feel as though

you can accomplish anything. And very

likely, today you can. Anything you set your

mind and attention to works out beautiful-

ly. Take care that you don’t gloat too much,

though. Just because you feel invincible

doesn’t necessarily mean that you are.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 402
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S tar Plus’s ultimate
entertainment show

'Ravivaar with Star
Parivaar', which is top-
ping the TRP charts, is
keeping the viewers
highly engaged with fun-
filled games, activities
and tasks. The audience
is loving the dynamic of
all the on-screen families
of the channel who inter-
act with each other and
have fun banters with
the host of the show. This
week the entertainment
doubles as our favourite
'Cooli No. 1' Govinda
graces the show and cap-
tures our hearts with his
humble and charming
personality.

The Star Parivar is all
set to celebrate Ganesh
Chaturthi, and 'Raja
Babu' Govinda’s special
appearance along with
his better half Sunita Ji
adds to the extravaganza
that is 'Ravivaar with
Star Parivaar'. He ex-
presses the importance
of Ganesh Utsav in his
life, starting with a shlok
he says, “Just as how
Ganpati ji owes his exis-
tence and importance to

his parents, I owe my
success and presence to
my parents, Shrimati
Nirmala devi and Shri
Arun Sahabji, along with
the love and support of
my beloved wife Sunita.

All the goddesses hold
immense importance in
my life and their bless-
ings mean a lot to me.”

So, gear up for a heavy
dose of laughter as spir-
its are high and Govinda

is here to amuse us with
his presence. He ab-
solutely steals the show
with his unique punch-
line, "Jeet Hamari Pakki
Hai, Haar Teri Nakki
Hai.”

To know which
team wins the prize,
tune into 'Ravivaar
with Star Parivaar'
every Sunday at 8
PM, only on Star
Plus!

Govinda and wife to grace
‘Ravivaar with Star Parivaar’

Nagarjuna
plays a

protective,
doting

brother in
'The

Ghost'

TT
he unit of director Praveen

Sattaru's much-awaited

action entertainer, 'The Ghost',

featuring Telugu superstar

Nagarjuna in the lead, has now

released the theatrical trailer of

the film. The trailer shows

Nagarjuna playing a tough char-

acter called Vikram in the film.

Vikram is summoned back by his

dad to Ooty after almost 20 years.

The dad, whose health appears to

be failing, tells Vikram that the

responsibility of taking care of his

sister Anu and her daughter Aditi

is his. Both Anu and Aditi have

been marked for elimination by a

unified team of gangsters. How

Vikram turns bodyguard of his

sister and her daughter is what

'The Ghost' is all about. Telugu

actor Mahesh Babu released the

theatrical trailer of the film. He

tweeted: "Glad to launch the

intense and gripping trailer of

'The Ghost!'. Wishing Nagarjuna

and the entire team all the very

best!" The film, which has cine-

matography by Mukesh G., has

music by Mark K. Robin and edit-

ing by Dharmendra Kakarala.

A ttention! Attention!
Attention! Zee

Cinema is all set to pres-
ent the World Television
Premiere of Janhit Mein
Jaari on 27th August.
Jaha Milega entertain-
ment ka bharpoor dose!
The film follows the life of
a young girl who takes up
a challenging job in a
small town in Madhya
Pradesh and the astonish-
ing but hilarious reac-
tions she faces from her
family and the entire
town. Authenticating a
powerful thought with hu-
morous satire, Janhit
Mein Jaari screens a grip-

ping storyline, impactful
performances and tasteful
entertainment. So, don’t
forget to tune into Zee
Cinema on 27th August at
8pm for the World
Television Premiere of
Janhit Mein Jaari. From
the makers of Dream
Girl, comes another
quirky, comedy women-
led film, Janhit Mein
Jaari featuring the talent-
ed Nushrratt Bharuccha
as Manokamna along
with Vijay Raaz, Anud
Singh Dhaka, Brijendra
Kala and Paritosh
Tripathi in pivotal roles.
Directed by Jai Basantu

Singh, the comical satire
keeps you invested in the
proceedings in
Manokamna’s life, dotted
with everyday humor.
Embedded with love,
laughter and awareness,
Janhit Mein Jaari is a so-
cial satire that takes us on
a journey of a female
s a l e s p e r s o n ,
Manokamna, who takes
up a challenging job,
something society deems
inappropriate for small-
town girls. A tragic turn
of events pushes
Manokamna to immerse
herself more emotionally
and responsibly into the
job than ever before. Will
she find her family, seeped
in conservative ideolo-
gies, standing by her side
eventually or will she pad-
dle through all alone?

To find out, tune in
for the World Television
Premiere of Janhit
Mein Jaari only on Zee
Cinema on 27th August
at 8pm.

A ctress Kangana
Ranaut shared a

string of photographs
from the sets of her up-
coming movie
'Emergency' and said that
the most gratifying job in

the world is to make
movies.

Kangana posted the im-
ages on her Instagram
story. The first picture has
Kangana explaining a
scene to a person. It also
features an ambassador
car.

"Most gratifying job in
the world is to make cine-
ma this morning on
#emergency shoot," she
wrote.

She then shared a pic-
ture of her standing and
looking at a scene.

"And ofcourse my
favourite directing pose,"
she wrote.

Kangana added:
"Filmmaking my first
love" 'Emergency', as the
title suggests, is all about
the state of national emer-
gency declared by Indira
Gandhi on June 25, 1975. It
lasted till March 21, 1977,
when Janata Party was
voted to power in a his-
toric election.

The film also stars
Anupam Kher, Shreyas
Talpade, Mahima
Chaudhry and Milind
Soman.

Manikarnika films
presents 'Emergency'
which is written and di-
rected by Kangana
Ranaut. The film is pro-
duced by Renu Pitti and
Kangana Ranaut.

The film dialogues are
by Ritesh Shah, who was
previously associated
with celebrated films such
as 'Kahaani', 'Pink', 'Raid'
and 'Airlift'.

Kangana: Most 
gratifying job in the world

is to make cinema

Rakul Preet:

Akshay’s

energy on set

is to bring

everyone

together

A ctress Rakul Preet
Singh, who will be

seen sharing screen
space with Akshay
Kumar in the upcoming
film 'Cuttputlli', has been
a fan of the Bollywood
star's work. She says that
she had only heard of his
discipline but got to wit-
ness it on the sets of the
movie. Speaking about
her experience working
with Akshay, Rakul said:
"I have always been a
huge fan of Akshay sir, I
had only heard of his dis-
cipline but now I wit-
nessed it." "I think he is
amazing when it comes to
loving his work, respect-
ing his work, and being
diligently involved in
every process of it. Also
what I love about Akshay
sir is that his energy on
set is to bring everyone
together and that's some-
thing I learned, so, all in
all, it was an amazing ex-
perience." Akshay plays
Arjan Sethi, a dutiful sub-
inspector who vowed to
keep the people of
Kasauli safe. However,
fate has other plans as the
killer strikes from the
shadows of terror, leav-
ing behind no trace of ev-
idence, except a body.

Produced by Vashu
Bhagnani and Jackky
Bhagnani, Deepshikha
Deshmukh and Pooja
Entertainment, Directed
by Ranjit M. Tewari
'Cuttputlli' will be re-
leased exclusively on
Disney+ Hotstar on
September 2.

World TV premiere of 'Janhit
Mein Jaari' on Zee Cinema
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Tokyo, Aug 26 (PTI):

S a t w i k s a i r a j
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty on Friday became
the first Indian pair to
win a medal in the men’s
doubles competition at
the World
Championships but HS
Prannoy’s impressive
run ended in agony as he
went down narrowly in
the men’s singles quar-
terfinals here.

Satwik and Chirag, the
world number 7 combina-
tion, which had claimed
the Commonwealth
Games gold medal earlier
this month, stunned the
local favourites and de-
fending champions
Takuro Hoki and Yugo
Kobayashi 24-22 15-21 21-
14 in an hour and 15 min-
utes to claim its maiden
medal at the prestigious
tournament. It is India’s
second World

Championships medal in
the doubles event with
Jwala Gutta and Ashwini
Ponnappa claiming a
bronze way back in 2011
in the women’s doubles.

Overall, it’s India’s 13th
medal at the showpiece
with PV Sindhu winning
five, including a gold in
2019, and Saina Nehwal
(silver and bronze) claim-

ing two. Kidambi
Srikanth (silver),
Lakshya Sen (bronze), B
Sai Praneeth (bronze)
and Prakash Padukone
(bronze) were the other

medallists.
It could have been dou-

ble delight for the coun-
try but China’s Zhao Jun
Peng had other plans as
he broke Indian hearts
with a 19-21 21-6 21-18 win
over former world num-
ber 8 Prannoy, who went
down on one knee with
his head hanging in dis-
appointment after the
gut-wrenching loss.

Earlier, MR Arjun and
Dhruv Kapila’s fine run
also ended after the
Indian pair lost 8-21 14-21
to three-time champions
Mohammad Ahsan and
Hendra Setiawan in an-
other men’s doubles
quarterfinals.

Having assured them-
selves of at least a
bronze, Satwik and
Chirag will now face the
sixth seeded Malaysian
pair of Aaron Chia and
Soh Wooi Yik in the semi-
finals.

World Championships

Satwik-Chirag claim India’s first men’s
doubles medal, heartbreak for Prannoy

Dubai, Aug 26 (PTI):

The unpredictability of
the T20 format and the
growth of the game in the
region could make the 2022
Asia Cup, beginning
Saturday, the most closely
fought edition ever.

Pakistan legend Wasim
Akram has already pre-
dicted the six-team tourna-
ment as having the poten-
tial to showcase quality
that has never been seen
before.

Leaving aside the lone
qualifier Hong Kong, the
five other teams including
record seven-time champi-
ons India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh can beat each
other on their day.

The tournament, which
is being staged in the T20
format after six years, had

to be moved to the UAE
after hosts Sri Lanka ex-
pressed their inability to
organise it back home
amid the economic crisis
faced by the island nation.

Though the conditions
in the UAE will be differ-
ent from what teams will
be experiencing in the

World Cup in Australia in
October-November, all the
competing sides will be
looking to identify their
final squad for the ICC
event over the course of
the next two weeks.

There is enough at stake
as well for the participat-
ing teams. India will be

looking to execute their
ultra aggressive approach
with the bat in a high-pres-
sure environment, start-
ing with the opener
against Pakistan on
Sunday.

All eyes will be on Virat
Kohli who will be expected
to come out of a prolonged

lean patch. The perform-
ance of the top three in-
cluding skipper Rohit
Sharma and K L Rahul
will be in focus while in-
jured pacer Jasprit
Bumrah will be missed.

Pakistan, a team which
has been on the rise over
the past 12 months, will be
aiming to win the tourna-
ment it last won 10 years
ago when it was played in
the ODI format.

They were pegged back
by a few injury concerns
ahead of the tournament
with star pacer Shaheen
Afridi being ruled out of
the tournament due to a
knee injury.

With a relatively inexpe-
rience middle-order, there
will be over dependence
on the opening duo of
Babar Azam and
Mohammad Rizwan.

Sub-continental giants resume rivalry in Asia Cup

Dubai, Aug 26 (PTI):

Former India cricketer
Sridharan Sriram, who
has recently been appoint-
ed as Bangladesh’s techni-
cal consultant, on Friday
said his previous coaching
experiences with
Australia and IPL side
Royal Challengers
Bangalore will stand him
in good stead in his new
assignment.

The 46-year-old, who
will be associated with the
Bangladesh team in the
Asia Cup and the upcom-
ing T20 Cup World in
Australia in October, said
he is pretty clear about his
responsibilities.

Sriram was appointed
Australia’s spin bowling

coach in 2016 under then
chief coach Darren
Lehmann and also served
as RCB’s batting and spin
coach in 2020.

“I think it’s(my role)
very simple and I am very
clear about my role here,

probably bring the re-
sources together. We got
some very good skill
coaches and I trust what
they are doing completely
and my job is to basically
work with the captain,
work with the team direc-
tor and bring the skill
coaches together,” Sriram
was quoted as saying by
The Daily Star newspaper.

“Bring all the three com-
ponents together and use
my T20’s experience of
IPL and Australia and
bring a strategy where we
can use our resources
properly and so I am very
clear about my role and I
am not saying I am leading
the side and I am just try-
ing to collaborate,” he
added.

Sriram is clear about 
his role with Bangladesh

New York, Aug 26 (PTI):

India’s singles challenge
at the US Open qualifiers
came to an end as Yuki
Bhambri was handed a
straight-set defeat by
Belgium’s Zizou Bergs in
the second round here.
The 30-year-old went down
3-6 2-6 to his Belgian oppo-

nent on Thursday. It was
always going to be a tricky
affair for Bhambri (552)
against the higher-ranked
Bergs (155), but the Indian
managed keep the the
scores levelled at 3-3 in the
first set.

Things, however,
changed quickly in favour
of the Belgian as he made

it 5-3. Bergs then won his
next service to clinch the
first set 6-3.

In the second set too,
Bergs was better player
than the Indian and domi-
nated from the word go
and it did not take the for-
mer long to pocket the sec-
ond and final set 6-2.

Yuki, who spent the
most of last three years
nursing knee injuries and
recovering from multiple
operations, played his first
Grand Slam qualifier ear-
lier this year at the
Australian Open, where he
lost in the second round of
qualifiers.

On Wednesday, India’s
highest-ranked men’s sin-
gles player, Ramkumar
Ramanathan, and Sumit
Nagal made early exits
after losing their respec-
tive qualifying matches in
straight sets.

While Ramanathan
went down to American
teen Bruno Kuzuhara 3-6 5-
7 in one hour and 28 min-
utes, Nagal lost to
Canadian Vasek Pospisil 6-
7 4-6.

US Open Qualifiers: Yuki Bhambri
knocked out in second round

New York, Aug 26 (AP):

Serena Williams’ first
opponent at what is ex-
pected to be the last tour-
nament of her career, the
U.S. Open, will be Danka
Kovinic.

Win that, and Williams
could face No. 2 seed
Anett Kontaveit of
Estonia in the second
round.

The brackets for the
women’s and men’s sin-

gles events were released
Thursday by the U.S.
Tennis Association.

Play begins Monday;
first-round matches will
be held that day and
Tuesday. There was no im-
mediate word on when
Williams will compete.

The 23-time Grand Slam
champion, who turns 41
on Sept. 26, announced
this month she was
preparing to step away
from her playing career.

She did not explicitly say
when she planned to stop
but made it sound as if
the U.S. Open would mark
her farewell.

Williams has won the
hard-court tournament in
Flushing Meadows six
times.

She is just 1-3 this sea-
son, having recently re-
turned to singles action
after a year away follow-
ing a first-round injury
exit at Wimbledon in 2021.

Serena Williams’ 1st opponent
at US Open is Danka Kovinic

Venus Williams (L) and Serena Williams attend A Conversation With Champions pre-
sented by Lotte New York Palace at Lotte New York Palace.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):

India spin le gend
Anil Kumble’s stint as
head coach at Punjab
Kings has ended after
the IPL franchise de-
cided against renewing
his contract.

According to a re-
port in ESPNcricinfo,
the decision to part
ways with Kumble was
taken by a board com-
prising multiple own-
ers, including
Bollywood actor Preity
Zinta, industrialists
Mohit Bur man, Ness
Wadia and Karan Paul
and the team’s chief
executive of ficer
Satish Menon.

The franchise is
looking for a new
coach, and an an-
nouncement is expect-
ed soon. Former India
captain Kumble was

appointed as Punjab
Kings head coach
ahead of the 2020 IPL
season. The franchise
finished in the lower
half of the points table
since then.

The Punjab Kings
have made it to the IPL
playof fs only twice,
with just a single final
appearance in 2014 in
which they lost to
Kolkata Knight Riders.

Kumble was in
charge of the team in
42 matches, winning 18
and losing 22 of them.
Under him, two of the
team’s matches were
tied.

Kumble had earlier
served as the mentor
for Mumbai Indians
and Royal Challengers
Bangalore before tak-
ing over the coaching
responsibilities of the
Indian team in 2016.

Punjab Kings decide 
to not renew head coach

Kumble’s contract

Southampton, Aug 26 (PTI):

India vice-captain
Smriti Mandhana
struck a scintillating
half-century to help
Southern Brave crush
Trent Rockets by 10
wickets and book their
place in the knockout
stages of The Hundred
here.

Mandhana impressed
with a 31-ball  57 that
included nine fours
and two maximums
after Lauren Bell (4/10)
picked up the best fig-
ures of the season to
restrict Rockets to 88
for eight at the Ageas
Bowl on Thursday.

Chasing a below par
total, Mandhana joined
forces with fellow
opener England’s
Danni Wyatt (36 off 25)
as the hosts cruised to

victory with 44 balls to
spare.

The star Indian bat-
ter looked in imperious
touch as she slammed
the very first ball  of
the chase for a bound-
ary. The 26-year-old
then continued in the
same vein as she hit
Natalie Scriver for a
hat-trick of fours a few
balls later.

She raced to her fifty
in 30 balls before seal-
ing the victory with a
fabulous six.

Earlier, Elyse Villani
(25), Marie Kelly (22)
and Scriver (19) served
as the main contribu-
tors for the Rockets.

Apart from Bell,
A m a n d a - J a d e
Wellington snared
three wickets, giving
away 18 runs for the
Braves.

The Hundred: Mandhana dazzles with

fifty in Southern Brave’s 10-wicket win

New York, Aug 26 (AP):

Novak Djokovic will
not play in the U.S. Open,
as expected, because he is
not vaccinated against
COVID-19 and thus is not
allowed to travel to the
United States.

Djokovic announced
his withdrawal from the
year’s last Grand Slam
tournament on Twitter
on Thursday, hours be-
fore the draw for the
event was revealed.

Sadly, I will not be able
to travel to NY this time
for US Open, Djokovic
wrote, wishing luck to his

fellow players, and said
he would keep in good
shape and positive spirit
and wait for an opportu-
nity to compete again.

Play is scheduled to begin
at Flushing Meadows on
Monday. Djokovic is a 35-
year-old from Serbia who
owns 21 major champi-
onships, one behind
Rafael Nadal for the
men’s record. Three of
Djokovic’s Slam trophies
came at the U.S. Open, in
2011, 2015 and 2018.

He also was the runner-
up there a half-dozen
times, including last sea-
son, when his pursuit of
the first calendar-year
Grand Slam in men’s ten-
nis since 1969 ended with
a loss in the final to
Daniil Medvedev.

Djokovic out of US Open;
can’t travel to States

DCW seeks action-taken 
report from police after 
stalker opens fire at girl

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

A day after a 16-year-old
girl was allegedly shot at
and injured by a motorcy-
cle-borne youth in the
Sangam Vihar area here,
the Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) on Friday
issued a notice to the city
police seeking an action-
taken report.

According to the notice,
the DCW has taken suo-
moto cognisance of media
reports of the case of
stalking and attempt to
murder of a girl in
Sangam Vihar in south
Delhi.

"According to the re-
ports, the girl was shot at
by her stalker on
Thursday when she was
returning to her home
from school. It is alleged
by the father (of the girl)
that the boy had been
stalking his daughter for

the past few months and a
complaint was made in
this regard to the local
beat constable of the Delhi
Police, but no action was
taken in the matter," the
DCW notice said.

The Commission has
sought a copy of the FIR
registered, details of the
accused arrested, a de-
tailed action-taken report
in the matter and so on, it
said.

The DCW has asked to
provide the information
by Tuesday.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (south) Benita
Mary Jaiker on Thursday
had said the victim, a
Class 11 student, received
an injury on her shoulder
and is out of danger.

The girl said while she
was coming home from
the school, she noticed
that three boys on a motor-
cycle were chasing her.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Friday assured the home
buyers of the to-be-razed
40-storey twin-towers of
real estate firm Supertech
in Noida that they will be
refunded the full amount
deposited with the builder.
The apex court also asked
the Interim Resolution
Professional (IRP) of the
firm, facing insolvency
proceedings, to deposit Rs
one crore with the apex
court registry.

The Supertech's 40-
storey twin towers at
Emerald Court Project of
Sector 93A of Noida are
scheduled to be razed on
August 28. A bench of
Justices DY Chandrachud,
AS Bopanna, and JB
Pardiwala said that the
home buyers of twin pow-
ers will get their total re-
fund but for the time being,

they will be paid from Rs
one crore, which will be de-
posited by the IRP by
September 30.

The top court was hear-
ing a batch of contempt pe-
titions filed by home buy-
ers seeking a refund as per
the last year's order of
court. The bench said that
it would ensure that the
home buyers of the twin
towers get their refund in
compliance with the
August 31, 2021 order of the
court.

"In the meantime, in
order to ensure that the
home buyers who are cov-
ered by the judgement of
this court get some refund
of their outstanding dues,
we direct the IRP to deposit
an amount of Rs one crore
with the registry of this
court on or before
September 30", it said.

The bench said that ami-
cus curiae Gaurav

Agarwal, will sit together
with the IRP in the first
week of October and joint-
ly work out the outstand-
ing dues of the home buy-
ers and submit the details
before the next date of
hearing so that disburse-
ment of some amount
could be made to the has-
sled home buyers.

"The amicus and the IRP
would jointly work out the
outstanding dues of the
home buyers, who have ap-
proached the court and
submit their details on the
next date of listing so that
directions can be issued for
the disbursement of the
fund ", it said.

The bench noted the sub-
mission of Agarwal that at
present the corporate in-
solvency resolution
process of the company is
confined to only the
Supertech Eco Village
Project and the National

Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) has 70
per cent of the revenue of
the company will be used
for completing the con-
struction of stalled proj-
ects and 30 per cent could
be used for other adminis-
trative purposes.

It said that in the first
week of October, the ami-
cus should hold a meeting
with the IRP to ascertain,
how much expenses are
needed for the completion
of stalled projects, how
much the revenue, how
much the expenses, and the
schedule with which the
entire outstanding of the
home buyers could be
cleared.

The bench said that a re-
port should be filed by the
amicus in this regard by
the next date of hearing.

At the outset, Agarwal
said that he had discus-
sions with the IRP, who has

been placed in charge of
the affairs of the company
and has come to know
about the monthly revenue
of the firm.

The amicus said that
Supertech Ltd has an in-
flow of Rs 20 crore per
month of which Rs 15 crore
goes towards the construc-
tion of the stalled project
and five crores are there
for meeting administrative
expenses.

He said that the IRP has
assured that he will deposit
Rs one crore by September
30 with the apex court reg-
istry, which is the amount
diverted from the Rs five
crore administrative ex-
penses for payment of re-
fund to the home buyers of
twin-towers.

Counsel for home buyers
said that till now they have
uncertainty over payment
of the refund by Supertech
and hence court should

mention that they will be
paid in full but in install-
ments, looking at the cir-
cumstances.

The bench assured them
that they will be paid in full
but it needs to balance the
rights of everybody and
hence after the report of
amicus comes in October, it
will fix a schedule for pay-
ment of the outstanding.

The top court had earlier
directed the IRP to segre-
gate the claims of home
buyers from other credi-
tors and make an endeav-
our for payment of their re-
funds on priority in com-
pliance with the order of
the court.

The erstwhile manage-
ment of Supertech had ear-
lier told the top court that
only 59 home buyers are
left to be refunded, while
the rest of them have been
refunded or shifted to other
flats of the company.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) on
Friday declared 21 universi-
ties as "fake" and not em-
powered to confer any de-
gree, majority of which are
in Delhi followed by Uttar
Pradesh. The commission
warned students against
taking admission in these
universities.

"At least 21 self-styled,
unrecognised institutions
which are functioning in
contravention of the UGC
Act, have been declared as
fake universities and these
are not empowered to con-
fer any degree," UGC
Secretary Rajnish Jain
said. Delhi has eight fake

universities-All India
Institute of Public and
Physical Health Sciences;
Commercial University
Ltd. Daryaganj; United
Nations University;
Vocational University;
ADR-Centric Juridical
University; Indian
Institution of Science and
Engineering; Viswakarma
Open University for Self-
Employment and
Adhyatmik Vishwavidya-
laya (Spiritual University).
Uttar Pradesh has seven
such universities -- Gandhi
Hindi Vidyapith, National
University of Electro
Complex Homeopathy,
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose Univirsity (open uni-
versity), Bhartiya Shiksha

Parishad, according to the
UGC. Among other univer-
sities on the list are
Badaganvi Sarkar World
Open University Education
Society (Karnataka), St
John's University (Kerala),
Raja Arbaic Univerity
(Nagpur), Indian Institute
of Alternative Medicine
and Institute of Alternative
Medicine and Research
(Kolkata), Nababharat
Shiksha Parishad and
North Orissa University of
Agriculture and
Technology (Odisha),
Shree Bodhi Academy of
Higher Education
(Puducherry) and Christ
New Testament Deemed
University (Andhra
Pradesh).

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

AAP national convenor
and Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal attacked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in a speech in the
assembly here Friday, and
alleged the recent raids
by probe agencies against
Delhi ministers are
linked to the polls in
Gujarat.

Kejriwal also said he
will bring a confidence
motion in the Delhi as-
sembly to prove no AAP
MLA has defected.

"The BJP's fortress in
Gujarat is under threat
and is crumbling now. ED,
CBI raids on us are due to
the upcoming polls in
Gujarat," he alleged.

Kejriwal said the CBI
couldn't find a single
penny during raids at his
deputy Manish Sisodia's

residence.
"Vested interests are

now trying to topple the
Delhi government. They

toppled governments in
Manipur, Goa, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Maharashtra. There is a
serial killer on the prowl
in the city," Kejriwal said
in the House.

Addressing the Delhi
Assembly in a special ses-
sion, Kejriwal alleged the
BJP is using money col-
lected through GST and
hike in petrol and diesel
prices to poach MLAs.

He claimed the BJP has
bought 277 MLAs till now
across the country.

He alleged Delhi
Lieutenant Governor has
now started a probe in
"our schools. They want to
stop good work being done
in schools and hospitals".

Floods lead to spurt in 
diarrhoea cases in Odisha

Bhubaneswar, Aug 26 (PTI): 

With around 100 villages
still remaining marooned
due to the twin floods in the
Mahanadi and
Subarnarekha river sys-
tems, Odisha has reported
around 900 cases of diar-
rhoea and other water-
borne diseases over the
past fortnight, an official
said on Friday.

The state government
has also received reports of
88 cases of snakebites from
14 flood-hit districts, where
around 10 lakh people have
been affected by the calami-
ty, Public Health Director
Niranjan Mishra said. He

said that no death has been
reported in the snakebite
incidents and every block
has antivenom drugs.

"The situation is not
alarming," Mishra claimed,
even as he did not confirm
any recent diarrhoea
deaths as "we have to inves-
tigate the cause".

The official said 900 cases
of waterborne diseases
were reported from 14 dis-
tricts over the past fort-
night since heavy rain
started lashing the state,
adding that the situation
was under control in
Koraput and Rayagada --
the two areas worst affected
by diarrhoea. In Koraput,

around 70 people were in-
fected over the past week
and there are 21 active
cases now, a district official
said.

At least 17 people have
died of diarrhoea and hun-
dreds were infected in sev-
eral districts due to the out-
break that began in July-
end. Diarrhoea cases are
now being reported from
the deluge-hit districts
after incessant rain over
the past two weeks due to
three back-to-back weather
systems, including a deep
depression.

People were reportedly
drinking contaminated
water amid a shortage of

fresh drinking water
sources in marooned vil-
lages. There is a risk of
spreading waterborne dis-
eases like cholera and jaun-
dice due to the consump-
tion of contaminated water.

The official has urged
the people earlier to drink
water only after boiling it
or using halazone tablets,
which act as a disinfectant.

Around 350 medical re-
lief centres and 120 mobile
medical teams are active in
the flood-affected areas,
where 10 lakh halazone
tablets and 2 lakh oral rehy-
dration salt (ORS) sachets
have been distributed,
Mishra said.

HC imposes fine on chairman
of municipality for not 

complying with its order
Kolkata, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The Calcutta High
Court on Friday imposed
a fine of Rs 1 lakh on the
chairman of Contai mu-
nicipality, Subal Kumar
Manna, for not complying
with its order allowing a
fair on a college ground in
Purba Medinipur district.

The high court had ear-
lier on April 19 passed an
order directing that per-
mission be granted to a
petitioner for holding the
Baisakhi mela at P K
College ground.

Justice Sabyasachi

Bhattacharyya imposed
the fine on Manna for
non-compliance with the
court's order.

Directing Manna to pay
the amount of Rs 1 lakh to
the petitioner within one
week, Justice
Bhattacharyya directed
the contemnor's lawyer to
file a compliance report
before the court on
September 2.

Manna appeared before
the court personally and
apologised for non-com-
pliance, which Justice
Bhattacharyya described
as lip service apparently

to avoid penal conse-
quences.

Noting that the fair was
organised by the petition-
er at a subsequent date
and the municipality ex-
tended assistance to it, the
court let him go with the
fine of Rs 1 lakh.

Justice Bhattacharya,
however, warned that
Manna will "suffer seri-
ous consequences" if a
similar attitude is shown
in future. The petitioner
is a representative of a
students' union of the col-
lege, his lawyer Soumen
Dutta said.

SC raises ceiling limit of iron
ore mining for three districts

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday raised the ceiling
limit of iron ore mining for
Ballari, Chitradurga, and
Tumakuru districts in
Karnataka, saying conser-
vation of the ecology and
environment must go hand
in hand with the spirit of
economic development.
The apex court raised the
ceiling limit of iron ore
mining from 28 MMT to 35
MMT for Ballari district,
and from 7 MMT to 15
MMT for Chitradurga and
Tumkur districts.

"Conservation of the
ecology and the environ-
ment must go hand in hand
with the spirit of economic
development and the fine

balance between the two
goals is what is sought to be
achieved even now," a
bench headed by Chief
Justice N V Ramana said.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices Hima Kohli
and C T Ravikumar, passed
the order on pleas seeking
lifting of the ceiling limits
of iron ore mining in these
districts. It referred to the
May 20 this year order
passed by the apex court
which had granted certain
reliefs relating to the sale
and export of iron ore in
these three districts in
Karnataka and had left
open the question of lifting
or relaxation of the ceiling
limit for production of iron
ore there. The bench re-
ferred to the history of ceil-

ing limits on the produc-
tion of iron ore through
court orders and noted that
on July 29, 2011, and August
26, 2011, the apex court had
imposed a ban on mining
in these three districts
based on the report of the
Centrally Empowered
Committee (CEC). It said in
December 2017, the court
had permitted to increase
of the ceiling cap from 25
MMT to 28 MMT in Bellari
district and from 5 MMT to
7 MMT for Chitradurga
and Tumkur districts,
based on the July 14, 2017,
report of the CEC. "In 2017,
this court was of the view
that the situation had vast-
ly changed in the state of
Karnataka and had there-
fore allowed an increase in

the ceiling limit. We are
now in the year 2022," the
apex court said.

The bench said it can be
no one's case that the situa-
tion subsisting in
Karnataka currently is the
same as had existed when
the matter was first taken
up or when the court had
passed the order in 2017, re-
laxing the ceiling limit to
some extent. "This is also
clear from the changed
stance of the state of
Karnataka and the CEC be-
fore this court. In 2017, the
CEC had recommended a
cumulative increase in the
ceiling limit up to 5 MMT,
whereas now, the CEC sup-
ports the view that the ceil-
ing limit need not contin-
ue," it observed.
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Students show their fingers marked with indelible ink after casting their votes for the Rajasthan University
Student Union Elections 2022, in Jaipur, Friday.

STUDENT UNION ELECTIONSKarnataka mining

IMD forecasts 2-
day heavy rainfall

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr,,  AAuugg  2266  ((PPTTII))::
Odisha is bracing up for likely
spell of heavy rain on Friday
night and Saturday after being
battered by twin floods in
Mahanadi and Suranarekha
river systems. The IMD in its
latest bulletin said Odisha is
likely to witness heavy rain dur-
ing the period and issued yel-
low warning for thunderstorm
in Mayurbhanj, Balasore,
Keonjhar, Cuttack, Jajpur,
Balasore and Bhadrak, Boudh,
Nayagarh, Khurda, Rayagada,
Koraput, Malkangiri,
Nabarangpur, Gajapati,
Ganjam, Angul and Dhenkanal
till 8.30 am on August 27. The
districts of Gajapati, Rayagada,
Kalahandi, Nabarangpur,
Koraput and Malkangiri too will
receive heavy precipitation on
Saturday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Friday.

Motorcyclist 
dies after being

hit by van 
New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):
A 24-year-old helper-cum-
cook at a five star hotel
died when he was hit by a
pickup van after his motor-
cycle slipped while he tried
to save a dog in north
Delhi's Wazirabad area, po-
lice said on Friday. The de-
ceased has been identified
as Rahul, a resident of
Biharipur, they said.
Police said they received
information around 11.29
pm on Thursday about a
motorcyclist found in an
injured condition on Pusta
Road. People at the spot
said the victim slipped
while trying to save a
street dog, they said. The
man was then hit by a
passing pickup van. He re-
ceived injuries on his head
and succumbed at the spot,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (north) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said.

Raids against us linked to upcoming
Gujarat polls, says Arvind Kejriwal

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal speaks during a 
special session of the Delhi Assembly, in New Delhi, Friday.

UGC declares 21 universities 
as ‘fake’, maximum from 

Delhi followed by UP

SC says flat buyers of Supertech’s twin towers will 
be refunded in full, asks IRP to deposit Rs 1 Crore


